FEMINISM (WOMAN’S RIGHTS)

“[I]t is not possible to understand the social fabric
properly until one has studied three or four of its
component threads in detail.”
— Hippolyte Taine
“The sun is but a morning star”: Of course everyone who has ever paid attention to heaven or earth knows
that the Evening Star is the Morning Star is the planet Venus. However, prior to the last line of WALDEN; OR,
LIFE IN THE WOODS, few of our literary producers have ever situated Sol and Venus within the same category.
Sol had to this point been treated as being the utterly unique object in the heavens, and treated in terms of its
utter puissance, so that it could be co-opted as the legitimation symbol for totalitarian regime after totalitarian
regime here on our planetary surface. Venus had always been treated, on the other hand, in opposition to Sol,
as the Queen of the Night or whatever. Thus to place the two within the same category by identifying not only
an association rather than an opposition but also a similarity rather than a difference is an utterly novel and, I
should suggest, subversive enterprise. It’s almost feminism. After Thoreau had touched the symbols in this
way, it should have been a new cultural ballgame in a new cultural ballpark.
Who was it who insisted that “The Great Spirit of the Indian, the Quaker’s ‘Inward Light’ of George Fox, the
‘Blessed Mary, Mother of Jesus’ of the Catholics, or Brahma, the Hindoo’s God — they will all be one, and
there will come to be such faith and such liberty as shall redeem the world,” was it Henry David Thoreau or
was it Friend Lucretia Coffin Mott?
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1637
Mistress Anne Hutchinson was convicted of sedition and expelled from the Massachusetts colony (you see,
women weren’t supposed to originate religious ideas).
FEMINISM

READ EDWARD FIELD TEXT
November 7: In Cambridge, Harvard College was officially consecrated.
The trial of William Dyer in Newtowne. He and others were immediately deprived of their right to vote and
effective the next spring they were banished from the Colony. This happened in the morning session of the
General Court. In this court, the Governor of the colony was the chair of the court, and the other members of
the court were the Deputy Governor, five assistants, and five deputies. The Reverend John Cotton was in
attendance both as Mrs. Hutchinson’s minister, and as the person who presumably had inspired in her the
theological attitudes which she had taken. In the afternoon session, the court took up the important case of
Mistress Anne Hutchinson.
DYER OR DYRE
MARY DYER
The total to be expelled for sedition and error would reach 73.
Mr. [John] Winthrop, Governor: Mrs Hutchinson, you are called
here as one of those that have troubled the peace of the
commonwealth and the churches here; you are known to be a woman
that hath had a great share in the promoting and divulging of
those opinions that are the cause of this trouble, and to be
nearly joined not only in affinity and affection with some of
those the court had taken notice of and passed censure upon, but
you have spoken divers things, as we have been informed, very
prejudicial to the honour of the churches and ministers thereof,
and you have maintained a meeting and an assembly in your house
that hath been condemned by the general assembly as a thing not
tolerable nor comely in the sight of God nor fitting for your
sex, and notwithstanding that was cried down you have continued
the same. Therefore we have thought good to send for you to
understand how things are, that if you be in an erroneous way
we may reduce you that so you may become a profitable member
here among us. Otherwise if you be obstinate in your course that
then the court may take such course that you may trouble us no
further. Therefore I would intreat you to express whether you
do assent and hold in practice to those opinions and factions
that have been handled in court already, that is to say, whether
you do not justify Mr. Wheelwright’s sermon and the petition.
Mrs. Hutchinson: I am called here to answer before you but I
hear no things laid to my charge.
Gov.: I have told you some already and more I can tell you.
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Mrs. H.: Name one, Sir.
Gov.: Have I not named some already?
Mrs. H.: What have I said or done?
Gov.: Why for your doings, this you did harbor and countenance
those that are parties in this faction that you have heard of.
Mrs. H.: That’s matter of conscience, Sir.
Gov.: Your conscience you must keep, or it must be kept for you.
Mrs. H.: Must not I then entertain the saints because I must
keep my conscience.
Gov.: Say that one brother should commit felony or treason and
come to his brother’s house, if he knows him guilty and conceals
him he is guilty of the same. It is his conscience to entertain
him, but if his conscience comes into act in giving countenance
and entertainment to him that hath broken the law he is guilty
too. So if you do countenance those that are transgressors of
the law you are in the same fact.
Mrs. H.: What law do they transgress?
Gov.: The law of God and of the state.
Mrs. H.: In what particular?
Gov.: Why in this among the rest, whereas the Lord doth say
honour thy father and thy mother.
Mrs. H.: Ey Sir in the Lord.
Gov.: This honour you have broke in giving countenance to them.
Mrs. H.: In entertaining those did I entertain them against any
act (for there is the thing) or what God has appointed?
Gov.: You knew that Mr. Wheelwright did preach this sermon and
those that countenance him in this do break a law.
Mrs. H.: What law have I broken?
Gov.: Why the fifth commandment.
Mrs. H.: I deny that for he [Mr. Wheelwright] saith in the Lord.
Gov.: You have joined with them in the faction.
Mrs. H.: In what faction have I joined with them?
Gov.: In presenting the petition.
Mrs. H.: Suppose I had set my hand to the petition. What then?
Gov.: You saw that case tried before.
Mrs. H.: But I had not my hand to [not signed] the petition.
Gov.: You have councelled them.
Mrs. H.: Wherein?
Gov.: Why in entertaining them.
Mrs. H.: What breach of law is that, Sir?
Gov.: Why dishonouring the commonwealth.
Mrs. H.: But put the case, Sir, that I do fear the Lord and my
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parents. May not I entertain them that fear the Lord because my
parents will not give me leave?
Gov.: If they be the fathers of the commonwealth, and they of
another religion, if you entertain them then you dishonour your
parents and are justly punishable.
Mrs. H.: If I entertain them, as they have dishonoured their
parents I do.
Gov.: No but you by countenancing them above others put honor
upon them.
Mrs. H.: I may put honor upon them as the children of God and
as they do honor the Lord.
Gov.: We do not mean to discourse with those of your sex but
only this: you so adhere unto them and do endeavor to set forward
this faction and so you do dishonour us.
Mrs. H.: I do acknowledge no such thing. Neither do I think that
I ever put any dishonour upon you.
Gov.: Why do you keep such a meeting at your house as you do
every week upon a set day?
Mrs. H.: It is lawful for me to do so, as it is all your
practices, and can you find a warrant for yourself and condemn
me for the same thing? The ground of my taking it up was, when
I first came to this land because I did not go to such meetings
as those were, it was presently reported that I did not allow
of such meetings but held them unlawful and therefore in that
regard they said I was proud and did despise all ordinances.
Upon that a friend came unto me and told me of it and I to prevent
such aspersions took it up, but it was in practice before I came.
Therefore I was not the first.
Gov.: ...By what warrant do you continue such a course?
Mrs. H.: I conceive there lies a clear rule in Titus that the
elder women should instruct the younger and then I must have a
time wherein I must do it.
Gov.: All this I grant you, I grant you a time for it, but what
is this to the purpose that you Mrs. Hutchinson must call a
company together from their callings to come to be taught of
you?...
Mrs. H.: If you look upon the rule in Titus it is a rule to me.
If you convince me that it is no rule I shall yield.
Gov.: You know that there is no rule that crosses another, but
this rule crosses that in the Corinthians. But you must take it
in this sense that elder women must instruct the younger about
their business and to love their husbands and not to make them
to clash....
Mrs. H.: Will it please you to answer me this and to give me a
rule for then I will willingly submit to any truth. If any come
to my house to be instructed in the ways of God what rule have
I to put them away?.... Do you think it not lawful for me to
teach women and why do you call me to teach the court?
Gov.: We do not call you to teach the court but to lay open
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yourself.... [They continue to argue over what rule she had
broken]
Gov.: Your course is not to be suffered for. Besides that we
find such a course as this to be greatly prejudicial to the
state. Besides the occasion that it is to seduce many honest
persons that are called to those meetings and your opinions and
your opinions being known to be different from the word of God
may seduce many simple souls that resort unto you. Besides that
the occasion which hath come of late hath come from none but
such as have frequented your meetings, so that now they are flown
off from magistrates and ministers and since they have come to
you. And besides that it will not well stand with the
commonwealth that families should be neglected for so many
neighbors and dames and so much time spent. We see no rule of
God for this. We see not that any should have authority to set
up any other exercises besides what authority hath already set
up and so what hurt comes of this you will be guilty of and we
for suffering you.
Mrs. H.: Sir, I do not believe that to be so.
Gov.: Well, we see how it is. We must therefore put it away from
you or restrain you from maintaining this course.
Mrs H. If you have a rule for it from God’s word you may.
Gov.: We are your judges, and not you ours and we must compel
you to it.
Mrs. H.: If it please you by authority to put it down I will
freely let you for I am subject to your authority....
Deputy
Governor, Thomas Dudley: I would go a little higher with Mrs.
Hutchinson. About three years ago we were all in peace. Mrs
Hutchinson, from that time she came hath made a disturbance, and
some that came over with her in the ship did inform me what she
was as soon as she was landed. I being then in place dealt with
the pastor and teacher of Boston and desired them to enquire of
her, and then I was satisfied that she held nothing different
from us. But within half a year after, she had vented divers of
her strange opinions and had made parties in the country, and
at length it comes that Mr. Cotton and Mr. Vane were of her
judgment, but Mr. Cotton had cleared himself that he was not of
that mind. But now it appears by this woman’s meeting that Mrs.
Hutchinson hath so forestalled the minds of many by their resort
to her meeting that now she hath a potent party in the country.
Now if all these things have endangered us as from that
foundation and if she in particular hath disparaged all our
ministers in the land that they have preached a covenant of
works, and only Mr. Cotton a covenant of grace, why this is not
to be suffered, and therefore being driven to the foundation and
it being found that Mrs. Hutchinson is she that hath depraved
all the ministers and hath been the cause of what is fallen out,
why we must take away the foundation and the building will fall.
Mrs. H.: I pray, Sir, prove it that I said they preached nothing
but a covenant of works.
Dep. Gov.: Nothing but a covenant of works. Why a Jesuit may
preach truth sometimes.
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Mrs. H.: Did I ever say they preached a covenant of works then?
Dep. Gov.: If they do not preach a covenant of grace clearly,
then they preach a covenant of works.
Mrs. H.: No, Sir. One may preach a covenant of grace more clearly
than another, so I said....
Dep. Gov.: When they do preach a covenant of works do they preach
truth?
Mrs. H.: Yes, Sir. But when they preach a covenant of works for
salvation, that is not truth.
Dep. Gov.: I do but ask you this: when the ministers do preach
a covenant of works do they preach a way of salvation?
Mrs. H.: I did not come hither to answer questions of that sort.
Dep. Gov.: Because you will deny the thing.
Mrs. H.: Ey, but that is to be proved first.
Dep. Gov.: I will make it plain that you did say that the
ministers did preach a covenant of works.
Mrs. H.: I deny that.
Dep. Gov.: And that you said they were not able ministers of the
New Testament, but Mr. Cotton only.
Mrs. H.: If ever I spake that I proved it by God’s word.
Court: Very well, very well.
Mrs. H.: If one shall come unto me in private, and desire me
seriously to tell them what I thought of such an one, I must
either speak false or true in my answer.
Dep. Gov.: Likewise I will prove this that you said the gospel
in the letter and words holds forth nothing but a covenant of
works and that all that do not hold as you do are in a covenant
of works.
Mrs. H.: I deny this for if I should so say I should speak
against my own judgment....
Mr. Hugh Peters: That which concerns us to speak unto, as yet
we are sparing in, unless the court command us to speak, then
we shall answer to Mrs. Hutchinson notwithstanding our brethren
are very unwilling to answer. [The Governor says to do so. Six
minsters then testify to the particular charges and that she was
“not only difficult in her opinions, but also of an intemperate
spirit”]
Mr Hugh Peters:.... [I asked her] What difference do you
conceive to be between your teacher and us?... Briefly, she told
me there was a wide and broad difference.... He preaches the
covenant of grace and you the covenant of works, and that you
are not able ministers of the New Testament and know no more
than the apostles did before the resurrection of Christ. I did
then put it to her, What do you conceive of such a brother? She
answered he had not the seal of the spirit.
Mrs. H.: If our pastor would shew his writings you should see
what I said, and that many things are not so as is reported.
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Mr. Wilson: ...what is written [here now] I will avouch.
Mr. Weld: [agrees
accurately]

that

Peters

related

Hutchinson’s

words

Mr. Phillips: [agrees that Peters related Hutchinson’s words
accurately and added] Then I asked her of myself (being she spake
rashly of them all) because she never heard me at all. She
likewise said that we were not able ministers of the New
Testament and her reason was because we were not sealed.
Mr. Simmes:
accurately

Agrees

that

Peters

related

Hutchinson’s

words

Peters

related

Hutchinson’s

words

Mr. Shephard: Also to Same.
Mr. Eliot: [agrees
accurately]

that

Dep. Gov.: I called these witnesses and you deny them. You see
they have proved this and you deny this, but it is clear. You
say they preached a covenant of works and that they were not
able ministers of the New Testament; now there are two other
things that you did affirm which were that the scriptures in the
letter of them held forth nothing but a covenant of works and
likewise that those that were under a covenant of works cannot
be saved.
Mrs. H.: Prove that I said so.
Gov.: Did you say so?
Mrs. H.: No, Sir, it is your conclusion.
Dep. Gov.: What do I do charging of you if you deny what is so
fully proved?
Gov.: Here are six undeniable ministers who say it is true and
yet you deny that you did say that they preach a covenant of
works and that they were not able ministers of the gospel, and
it appears plainly that you have spoken it, and whereas you say
that it was drawn from you in a way of friendship, you did
profess then that it was out of conscience that you spake....
Mrs. H.: ...They thought that I did conceive there was a
difference between them and Mr. Cotton.... I might say they
might preach a covenant of works as did the apostles, but to
preach a covenant of works and to be under a covenant of works
is another business.
Dep. Gov.: There have been six witnesses to prove this and yet
you deny it. [and then he mentions a seventh, Mr. Nathaniel Ward]
Mrs. H.: I acknowledge using the words of the apostle to the
Corinthians unto him, [Mr. Ward] that they that were ministers
of the letter and not the spirit did preach a covenant of works.
Gov.: Mrs. Hutchinson, the court you see hath laboured to bring
you to acknowledge the error of your way that so you might be
reduced, the time grows late, we shall therefore give you a
little more time to consider of it and therefore desire that you
attend the court again in the morning. . [The next morning]
Gov.: We proceeded... as far as we could... There were divers
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things laid to her charge: her ordinary meetings about religious
exercises, her speeches in derogation of the ministers among us,
and the weakening of the hands and hearts of the people towards
them. Here was sufficient proof made of that which she was
accused of, in that point concerning the ministers and their
ministry, as that they did preach a covenant of works when others
did preach a covenant of grace, and that they were not able
ministers of the New Testament, and that they had not the seal
of the spirit, and this was spoken not as was pretended out of
private conference, but out of conscience and warrant from
scripture alleged the fear of man is a snare and seeing God had
given her a calling to it she would freely speak. Some other
speeches she used, as that the letter of the scripture held forth
a covenant of works, and this is offered to be proved by probable
grounds....
Controversy--should
the
witnesses
should
be
recalled and made swear an oath, as Mrs. Hutchinson desired, is
resolved against doing so
Gov.: I see no necessity of an oath in this thing seeing it is
true and the substance of the matter confirmed by divers, yet
that all may be satisfied, if the elders will take an oath they
shall have it given them....
Mrs. H.: After that they have taken an oath I will make good
what I say.
Gov.: Let us state the case, and then we may know what to do.
That which is laid to Mrs. Hutchinson charge is that, that she
hath
traduced
the
magistrates
and
ministers
of
this
jurisdiction, that she hath said the ministers preached a
covenant of works and Mr. Cotton a covenant of grace, and that
they were not able ministers of the gospel, and she excuses it
that she made it a private conference and with a promise of
secrecy, &c. Now this is charged upon her, and they therefore
sent for her seeing she made it her table talk, and then she
said the fear of man was a snare and therefore she would not be
affeared of them....
Dep. Gov.: Let her witnesses be called.
Gov.: Who be they?
Mrs. H.: Mr. Leveret and our teacher and Mr. Coggeshall.
Gov.: Mr. Coggeshall was not present.
Mr. Coggeshall: Yes, but I was. Only I desired to be silent till
I should be called.
Gov.: Will you, Mr. Coggeshall, say that she did not say so? Mr.
Coggeshall: Yes, I dare say that she did not say all that which
they lay against her.
Mr. Peters: How dare you look into the court to say such a word?
Mr. Coggeshall: Mr. Peters takes upon him to forbid me. I shall
be silent.
Mr. Stoughton [assistant of the Court]: Ey, but she intended
this that they say.
Gov.: Well, Mr. Leveret, what were the words? I pray, speak. Mr.
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Leveret: To my best remembrance when the elders did send for
her, Mr. Peters did with much vehemency and intreaty urge her
to tell what difference there was between Mr. Cotton and them,
and upon his urging of her she said “The fear of man is a snare,
but they that trust upon the Lord shall be safe.” And being asked
wherein the difference was, she answered that they did not
preach a covenant of grace so clearly as Mr. Cotton did, and she
gave this reason of it: because that as the apostles were for a
time without the spirit so until they had received the witness
of the spirit they could not preach a covenant of grace so
clearly.
Gov.: Don’t you remember that she said they were not able
ministers of the New Testament?
Mrs. H.: Mr. Weld and I had an hour’s discourse at the window
and then I spake that, if I spake it....
Gov.: Mr Cotton, the court desires that you declare what you do
remember of the conference which was at the time and is now in
question.
Mr. Cotton: I did not think I should be called to bear witness
in this cause and therefore did not labor to call to remembrance
what was done; but the greatest passage that took impression
upon me was to this purpose. The elders spake that they had heard
that she had spoken some condemning words of their ministry, and
among other things they did first pray her to answer wherein she
thought their ministry did differ from mine. How the comparison
sprang I am ignorant, but sorry I was that any comparison should
be between me and my brethren and uncomfortable it was. She told
them to this purpose that they did not hold forth a covenant of
grace as I did. But wherein did we differ? Why she said that
they did not hold forth the seal of the spirit as he doth. Where
is the difference there? Say they, why saith she, speaking to
one or other of them, I know not to whom. You preach of the seal
of the spirit upon a work and he upon free grace without a work
or without respect to a work; he preaches the seal of the spirit
upon free grace and you upon a work. I told her I was very sorry
that she put comparisons between my ministry and theirs, for she
had said more than I could myself, and rather I had that she had
put us in fellowship with them and not have made that
discrepancy. She said, she found the difference.... This was the
sum of the difference, nor did it seem to be so ill taken as it
is and our brethren did say also that they would not so easily
believe reports as they had done and withal mentioned that they
would speak no more of it, some of them did; and afterwards some
of them did say they were less satisfied than before. And I must
say that I did not find her saying that they were under a
covenant of works, nor that she said they did preach a covenant
of works. [more back and forth between Rev. John Cotton, trying
to defend Mrs. Hutchinson, and Mr. Peters, about exactly what
Mrs. Hutchinson said] Mrs. H.: If you please to give me leave I
shall give you the ground of what I know to be true. Being much
troubled to see the falseness of the constitution of the Church
of England, I had like to have turned Separatist. Whereupon I
kept a day of solemn humiliation and pondering of the thing;
this scripture was brought unto me--he that denies Jesus Christ
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to be come in the flesh is antichrist. This I considered of and
in considering found that the papists did not deny him to be
come in the flesh, nor we did not deny him--who then was
antichrist? Was the Turk antichrist only? The Lord knows that I
could not open scripture; he must by his prophetical office open
it unto me. So after that being unsatisfied in the thing, the
Lord was pleased to bring this scripture out of the Hebrews. he
that denies the testament denies the testator, and in this did
open unto me and give me to see that those which did not teach
the new covenant had the spirit of antichrist, and upon this he
did discover the ministry unto me; and ever since, I bless the
Lord, he hath let me see which was the clear ministry and which
the wrong. Since that time I confess I have been more choice and
he hath left me to distinguish between the voice of my beloved
and the voice of Moses, the voice of John the Baptist and the
voice of antichrist, for all those voices are spoken of in
scripture. Now if you do condemn me for speaking what in my
conscience I know to be truth I must commit myself unto the Lord.
Mr. Nowel [assistant to the Court]: How do you know that was the
spirit?
Mrs. H.: How did Abraham know that it was God that bid him offer
his son, being a breach of the sixth commandment?
Dep. Gov.: By an immediate voice.
Mrs. H.: So to me by an immediate revelation.
Dep. Gov.: How! an immediate revelation.
Mrs. H.: By the voice of his own spirit to my soul. I will give
you another scripture, Jer[emiah] 46: 27-28--out of which the
Lord showed me what he would do for me and the rest of his
servants. But after he was pleased to reveal himself to me I did
presently, like Abraham, run to Hagar. And after that he did let
me see the atheism of my own heart, for which I begged of the
Lord that it might not remain in my heart, and being thus, he
did show me this (a twelvemonth after) which I told you of
before.... Therefore, I desire you to look to it, for you see
this scripture fulfilled this day and therefore I desire you as
you tender the Lord and the church and commonwealth to consider
and look what you do. You have power over my body but the Lord
Jesus hath power over my body and soul; and assure yourselves
thus much, you do as much as in you lies to put the Lord Jesus
Christ from you, and if you go on in this course you begin, you
will bring a curse upon you and your posterity, and the mouth
of the Lord hath spoken it.
Dep. Gov.: What is the scripture she brings?
Mr. Stoughton [assistant to the Court]: Behold I turn away from
you.
Mrs. H.: But now having seen him which is invisible I fear not
what man can do unto me.
Gov.: Daniel was delivered by miracle; do you think to be
deliver’d so too?
Mrs. H.: I do here speak it before the court. I look that the
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should deliver me by his providence.... [because God had
to her] though I should meet with affliction, yet I am the
God that delivered Daniel out of the lion’s den, I will
deliver thee.

Mr. Harlakenden [assistant to the Court]: I may read scripture
and the most glorious hypocrite may read them and yet go down
to hell.
Mrs. H.: It may be so....
Gov.: I am persuaded that the revelation she brings forth is
delusion. [The trial text here reads:] All the court but some
two or three ministers cry out, we all believe it--we all believe
it. [Mrs. Hutchinson was found guilty] Gov.: The court hath
already declared themselves satisfied concerning the things you
hear, and concerning the troublesomeness of her spirit and the
danger of her course amongst us, which is not to be suffered.
Therefore if it be the mind of the court that Mrs. Hutchinson
for these things that appear before us is unfit for our society,
and if it be the mind of the court that she shall be banished
out of our liberties and imprisoned till she be sent away, let
them hold up their hands.
[All but three did so]
Gov.: Mrs. Hutchinson, the sentence of the court you hear is
that you are banished from out of our jurisdiction as being a
woman not fit for our society, and are to be imprisoned till the
court shall send you away.
Mrs. H.: I desire to know wherefore I am banished?
Gov.: Say no more. The court knows wherefore and is satisfied.
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1652
The Religious Society of Friends, better known as the Quakers, was founded in England. Quakers would make
vital contributions to the abolitionist and suffrage movements in the United States.
FEMINISM

The sect that would be known as Muggletonianism was also founded in London during this year. It would
define itself in opposition both to the Quakers and to the Ranters.
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Margaret Askew Fell became a Quaker. She believed, as a Friend, that men and women are equal in the eyes
of God, and have the same potential to receive the inner light which allows them to become wise ministers.
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
In a metaphor for the Inner Light, Friend George Fox wrote that:
After thou seest thy thoughts, and the temptation, do
not think, but submit; and then power comes. Stand
still in that which shows and discovers; and then doth
strength immediately come and stand still in the light,
and submit to it and the other will be hush’d and gone;
and then content comes.
Henry Thoreau would later exploit this metaphor (but translated from vision to hearing,
as the need to “step to the beat of a different drummer”) in his 1854 book of lyceum lectures, WALDEN.
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WALDEN: Why should we be in such desperate haste to succeed, and
in such desperate enterprises? If a man does not keep pace with
his companions, perhaps it is because he hears a different
drummer. Let him step to the music which he hears, however
measured or far away. It is not important that he should mature
as soon as an apple-tree or an oak. Shall he turn his spring into
summer? If the condition of things which we were made for is not
yet, what were any reality which we can substitute? We will not
be shipwrecked on a vain reality. Shall we with pains erect a
heaven of blue glass over ourselves, though when it is done we
shall be sure to gaze still at the true ethereal heaven far above,
as if the former were not?
DIFFERENT DRUMMER
THE INNER LIGHT
Friend George also insisted that:

Every scripture is to be interpreted by the same spirit
which gave it forth.
Waldo Emerson would denominate this “the fundamental law of criticism” in his 1836 monograph NATURE.

1755
”While we were in Boston, I went one day to the Quakers’
meeting, where I heard a woman Friend speak, at which I
was a little surprised. I had been told of women’s
preaching, but had never heard it before; and I looked
upon her with pity for her ignorance, and contempt for
her practice; saying to myself, “I’m sure you’re a fool,
and if ever I turn Quaker, which will never be, I will
not be a preacher.” Thus was my mind occupied while she
was speaking.”
— SOME ACCOUNT OF THE LIFE OF ELIZABETH ASHBRIDGE,
WRITTEN BY HERSELF. Philadelphia: Friends’
Book Store, 1755, page 20.
(This Elizabeth Ashbridge had gone on to
become not only a Quaker but a “Public
Friend,” which is to say, a Minister.)
FEMINISM
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1759
April 27: Mary Wollstonecraft was born on 27 April 1759 in Spitalfields, London. After writing VINDICATION OF THE
RIGHTS OF WOMAN in 1792, she would relocate to Paris and befriend leaders of the French Revolution. She
would marry William Godwin in 1797 but would die in giving birth to a daughter who would become the noted
writer Mary Wollstonecraft Shelley.

FEMINISM

1766
Medford, Massachusetts began to allow its girls to attend its Town School for two hours, after the schoolboys
had been dismissed for the day.

FEMINISM
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1767
John Quincy Adams was born, the 2nd of four children of Abigail Adams and John Adams. Despite the
reputations these folks have acquired in historical imagination, it would be Abigail who would prove to be a
stern and disapproving parent while John would prove to be the warmer, more loving parent. Alcoholism and
related problems would ravage Abigail’s brothers, and would later ravage her younger son. To ensure that John
Quincy, her 1st-born son, would avoid this fate, she would throughout his life belabor him with a steady
barrage of admonitions and criticisms. A biographer, Paul C. Nagel, would accuse Abigail of being “a calamity
as a mother” who forced her own “ambitions and apprehensions upon her children.”1 Young John Quincy
would temporarily escape his mother’s tirades by spending much of his youth in Europe where his father was
serving in different diplomatic posts. Europe came to represent to him not only intellectual freedom but also
personal freedom from familial expectations and intrusions. However, the almanac which John Quincy kept
during his early twenties would describe encounters with prostitutes or lower-class pickups in Boston:
“my taste” in erotics, he would explain to himself, “is naturally depraved.” His fiancée Louisa Johnson, be it
noted, was schooled in Nantes (where, according to a song, the ladies wear no panties). She wrote poetry and
played the harp nicely enough, but those were only a couple of her proclivities. The dynamic duo would not
limit themselves to reading Chaucer, Spenser, Scott, and Maria Edgeworth aloud to one another, for the swain
would draw his young lady’s attention to the Reverend John Donne’s randy couplet in celebration of pubic
hair: “Off with that wyerie Coronet and shew / The haiery Diademe which on you doth grow.”
During the second Continental Congress, Abigail Adams entreated her husband John to “remember the ladies”
in the new code of laws he was writing.
FEMINISM

1790
The schoolboys and schoolgirls of the Medford MA Town School were being allowed to study together —
but only during the months of the summer holiday, of course.

FEMINISM

1. Abigail Adams was a racist with a pronounced case of Negrophobia, who could not witness an American white man playing the
role of Othello, in the Shakespeare play, wearing dark body makeup, without reporting that her “whole soul shuddered” as she
witnessed “the sooty heretic Moor touch the fair Desdemona.” I don’t think that anyone has to date bothered to evaluate the impact
this sort of mindset must have had on her children. (No black American would portray this character until Paul Robeson was cast
for the role in 1942, and even then no theater on Broadway in New York City could be found that would book such a production.)
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1797
September 10: Mary Wollstonecraft Godwin, mother of the infant Mary Godwin Wollstonecraft, died due to
complications of the delivery.

FEMINISM

WILLIAM GODWIN’S LIFE
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1803
Friends Arnold Buffum and Sarah Gould were wed. In Smithfield and Fall River, Rhode Island, this Quaker
couple would produce ten children seven of whom would survive, and like their parents be actively involved

in the antislavery movement. The daughters Elizabeth, Lydia, Rebecca, and Lucy would become writers.
Elizabeth in particular would be prolific under her married name Elizabeth Buffum Chase, championing
causes such as women’s suffrage, temperance and working conditions in the New England mills. Elizabeth
also would produce a daughter who would become an author, Lillie Buffum Chase Wyman (refer to VIRTUOUS
LIVES — FOUR QUAKER SISTERS REMEMBER FAMILY LIFE, ABOLITIONISM, AND WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE, by
Lucille Salitan and Eve Lewis Perera. NY: Continuum Publishing Company, 370 Lexington Avenue).
FEMINISM
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“It is simply crazy that there should ever have come
into being a world with such a sin in it, in which a man
is set apart because of his color — the superficial fact
about a human being. Who could want such a world? For
an American fighting for his love of country, that the
last hope of earth should from its beginning have
swallowed slavery, is an irony so withering, a justice
so intimate in its rebuke of pride, as to measure only
with God.”
— Stanley Cavell, MUST WE MEAN WHAT WE SAY?
1976, page 141
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1807
After learning that a hussar who had been supposed to be Polish, and male, and named Aleksandr Sokolov
was actually a Russian, and female, and named Nadezhda Andreyevna Durova (Надежда Андреевна
Дурова), Tsar Alexander I awarded a medal for bravery on the battlefield, provided a new pseudonym
“Alexandrov” to assist in the ongoing gender deception, and commissioned “him” to serve as a lieutenant in
the Mariupol Hussar Regiment. This hussar “You got a problem with that?” officer would serve with the
Russian Army throughout the Napoleonic Wars until, in 1816, after being wounded by a cannonball, retiring
as a stabs-rotmistr (the equivalent of a captain). Male attire would be continued throughout life — even after
becoming a married woman, even after giving birth to children, and even after going public in 1836 in a
memoir entitled THE CAVALRY MAIDEN. The burial in 1866 would be with full military honors.

In this year the Emperor Napoléon wrote to Josephine that “I am satisfied with Alexander and he ought to be
satisfied with me,” adding “If he were a woman, I think I would make him my mistress.”
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New Jersey women were deprived of their right to vote, with this repeal being sponsored by a male politician
who, a decade earlier, had been voted against by a female voting block.
FEMINISM

A most interesting illustration appeared in this year as the frontispiece of the 1st volume of Alexander von
Humboldt’s AL. VON HUMBOLDT UND AIMÉ BONPLAND’S REISE.2 According to Alexander Gode-von Aesch’s
NATURAL SCIENCE IN GERMAN ROMANTICISM (NY: Columbia UP, 1941; reprint NY: AMS Press, 1966, pages
97-108), this naked male carrying a lyre is a period illustration of the spirit of poetry, and we notice that Mr.
Naked Guy is raising a cloth covering which had been draped over a statue representing the feminine mystery
of nature. The figure used in this period illustration in order to represent the spirit of poetry happens to be

Bertel Thorwaldsen’s (1770-1844) “Genius of Poetry” statue. The figure used in this illustration for the
goddess of nature is the famous statue of the cult of Diana of Ephesus, in which the female figure’s upper torso
is completely covered with lumps very suggestive of female breasts (actually, to the ancient Greek worshipers
at this shrine, the lumps on the upper torso of the statue represented not the breasts of a human female but the
testicles of sacrificed bulls, ostensibly hung around the goddess’s neck as an offering, but this may well have
been being misunderstood in the early 19th Century). A cloth drape is carefully positioned over Mr. Naked
Guy’s genitals so that we don’t have to preoccupy ourselves with whether he is being adequately sexually

2. This 1st volume was Humboldt’s IDEEN ZU EINER GEOGRAPHIE DER PFLANZEN NEBST EINEM NATURGEMÄLDE DER
TROPENLÄNDER,... (Tübingen, bey F.G. Cotta; Paris, bey F. Schœll, 1807), offered in homage to Göthe’s 1790 METAMORPHOSIS
DER PFLANZEN (which, as you can see, figures in the illustration — I have artificially heightened the contrast of the lettering so
that you can make it out).

BOTANIZING
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aroused at that upon which he is gazing.
WALDEN: With a little more deliberation in the choice of their
pursuits, all men would perhaps become students and observers,
for certainly their nature and destiny are interesting to all
alike. In accumulating property for ourselves or our posterity,
in founding a family or a state, or acquiring fame even, we are
mortal; but in dealing with truth we are immortal, and need fear
no change nor accident. The oldest Egyptian or Hindoo philosopher
raised a corner of the veil from the statue of the divinity; and
still the trembling robe remains raised, and I gaze upon as fresh
a glory as he did, since it was I in him that was then so bold,
and it is he in me that now reviews the vision. No dust has settled
on that robe; no time has elapsed since that divinity was
revealed. That time which we really improve, or which is
improvable, is neither past, present, nor future.
ISIS
EGYPT
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1813
According to a marriage announcement in the Liverpool Mercury etc of Liverpool, England for April 30,
1813, repeated verbatim in the Aberdeen Journal of Aberdeen, Scotland for May 26, Wednesday, 1813, lately
in Paris two Captains of the military had been married to one another. These two captains were named Louis
Lefevre and Marie Thoreau. The announcement explains: “It appears that Captain L[efevre] commanded a
company in Spain, and several times would have been taken prisoner by the British, &c. during battles, and at
one time would have been drowned, but for the boldness and exertions of Mademoiselle T[horeau] who had
entered the army in disguise to save her brother, who had been drafted, whose constitution was too weak to
bear camp fatigues, and whose appearance she greatly resembled. She had been in the service several years,
and had been made a Lieutenant for her activity and bravery; had received many wounds, but her sex was not
discovered until she received a wound in the breast, of which Captain L[efevre] apprised Soult [Nicolas Jeande-Dieu Soult, 1st Duc de Dalmatie, a Marshal of the Empire of Bonaparte commonly known as “the Hand of
Iron”], when she was raised to the rank of Captain. Capt. L[efevre] full of gratitude and admiration, solicited
her hand, and they were both permitted to retire upon half pay.”
FEMINISM
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1815
November 12: Elizabeth Cady was born in Johnstown, New York NEW YORK .
ELIZABETH CADY STANTON
With Friend Lucretia Mott she would organize in 1848 the first US women’s rights convention, and from 1852
she and Susan B. Anthony would lead the women’s movement. She would be the editor of Revolution, a
militant women’s rights magazine, from 1868 to 1870, and would be president of the National Woman
Suffrage Association from 1869 to 1890.

FEMINISM
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1817
In this year the brag was made, that for the first time in the USA a woman’s labor was being assigned a real
monetary value — which would be an allusion to the fact that Lowell, Massachusetts was in this year
pioneering the “material girl”:
For the first time in this country woman’s labor had a
monetary value.... And thus a long upward step in our
material civilization was taken.
Of course only white girls were being allowed to do this sort of work in the mills of Lowell.
By way of extreme contrast, as of this Year of Our Lord 1817 there still existed real misogyny MISOGYNY :3

FEMINISM

Nature intended women to be our slaves.... They are our
property, we are not theirs.... They belong to us, just
as a tree which bears fruit belongs to the gardener.
What a mad idea to demand equality for women!...
Women are nothing but machines for producing children.

In this year in the state of New York, giving suck to her slave baby Diana, the baby machine/slave woman
Isabella (Sojourner Truth) would have been approximately 20 years old. By the end of this year, in exile on St.
Helena, the famous prisoner and misogynist who made the above comment, Napoléon Bonaparte, would be
exhibiting symptoms of serious illness.4
Misogyny was not, of course, our only problem. There was also, for instance, anti-Semitism. In this year Uriah
Phillips Levy was commissioned a Lieutenant in the US Navy. As our Navy’s solitary Jewish officer, he would
soon be court-martialed three times in quick succession: his commanding officers were doing everything they
could think of to “get” him. But Lieutenant Uriah would as we shall see prove to be a persistent sort of
person....

3. Speaking of slaves and misogyny, Saartje Baartman, known to publicity as the “Hottentot Venus,” died in this year of
complications of alcoholism and the small pox, giving to the Baron Georges Jean-Léopold-Nicolas-Frédéric Cuvier his eagerly
awaited opportunity to dissect her genitals and write them up in the Mémoires du museum d’histoire naturelle. Wasn’t it white of
these nice people, to have waited until she died of natural causes rather than merely “sacrifice” her to the cause of inter-racial
understanding?
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1818
August 12, Wednesday: In the evening a heavily pregnant farm wife on Coy Hill Road in West Brookfield,
Massachusetts, a Mrs. Stone, milked eight cows.
FEMINISM

August 13, Thursday: Mrs. Stone gave birth to an infant. When the mother learned that her baby was female,
she exclaimed “Oh dear! I am sorry it is a girl. A woman’s life is so hard!” [Refer to Lucy Stone.]

FEMINISM

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
5th day 13th of 8th M / Our Meeting was rather small & to me a
Season of much dullness. - a few words were deliverd by Father
R.- —
This Afternoon The committee consisting of Hannah Dennis & Mary
Williams David Buffum & Jonathon Dennis met at our House & took
an opportunity with Aunt Stanton in consequence of her request
to be reinstated to membership & I believe it was a solid time.
- Hannah & Jonathon Staid & took tea with us. —
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

4. While Napoleon Bonaparte was on St. Helena, it was once suspected, the Brit attendants had been quite systematically poisoned
him with arsenic, gradually building up the dosage. These conspiracy theories attributed all signs of old age, such as Bonaparte’s
growing stoutness and feebleness, to this poisoning, which had been quite evident in body samples from his corpse. Obviously
someone as important as Napoleon would otherwise be above aging the way other ordinary people do! But then someone went and
checked the wallpaper in the house he had been living in on St. Helena, the conspiracy theories about a deliberate poisoning quite
collapsed. It had been stupid, really, for if one wants to poison someone, the very last thing one would do would be to challenge
their system with gradually increasing levels of one’s poison of choice, because that would tend to build up an immunity rather than
a susceptibility. –But the flakes that were still falling off the ceiling and walls of Napoleon’s dining area were still quite laden with
arsenic even at the late date on which someone thought to make these tests. More recently, the same conspiracy theories sprang up
while Clare Booth Luce was our ambassador to Italy during the 1950s. She was discovered to be suffering from arsenic poisoning,
and it turned out to be the very old wallpaper in her study in Rome, which was flaking off into her breakfast.
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1820
February 15, Tuesday: In a Federal-style frame farmhouse at the foot of Mount Greylock, on East Road at
East Street near Adams, Massachusetts, Susan Brownell (Susan Brownell Anthony) was born. Her father,
Friend Daniel Anthony, was a Quaker abolitionist, and at various times a shopkeeper, the owner and manager
of cotton mills, a farmer, and an insurance agent. Her mother, Lucy Read Anthony, was a Baptist rather than
a Quaker, and her mother’s father Daniel Read had been a soldier in the American Revolution and had served
in the Massachusetts legislature. Susan B. Anthony was the 2nd child and the family would grow to a total of
four girls and two boys surviving infancy. If you like, you can visit the Friends Meetinghouse used by her
family during these first six years of her life, at the Maple Street Cemetery.

It would appear that somehow her father was not disowned for marrying a Baptist. Instead, according to Ida
Harper’s LIFE AND WORK OF SUSAN B. ANTHONY, her parents requested of the Easton Monthly Meeting of
the Religious Society of Friends (Hicksite) that Susan be considered a Quaker — and the meeting honored this
request.
FEMINISM
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1829
Abner Kneeland’s APPEAL TO UNIVERSALISTS, ON THE SUBJECT OF EXCOMMUNICATION, OR THE

WITHDRAWING OF FELLOWSHIP, ON ACCOUNT OF DIVERSITY OF OPINION described how the reverend author
had had a falling out with members of his 2nd Universalist Society over his having allowed Fanny Wright, an
even more controversial communitarian than Robert Owen, at a time when no one else in New-York was
willing to allow her a forum, to speak from his pulpit. Universalist denominational associations as far away as
Maine were passing resolutions disowning him. His friend the Reverend Hosea Ballou prepared a document
of voluntary suspension from fellowship, and obtained his signature.
FEMINISM

Fanny Wright purchased a small church on Broome Street, near the Bowery of New-York, in order to transform
it into a Hall of Science in which she would he able to offer her free-thinking lectures. She was, among other
things, urging easier access to safe and effective methods of contraception, and so she was being characterized
by some as “the great red harlot of infidelity.”5

5. Well, you can’t please everybody.
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Fanny Wright’s COURSE OF POPULAR LECTURES (also 1836) condemned religion, the influence of religion on

politics, and authoritarianism in education, and sponsored equal rights for women. Describing religion, and
marriage, as repressive, she advocated that “free union” replace binding legal contract. She and Robert Dale
Owen settled in New-York, where they would put out the Free Enquirer and lead a movement of free-thinkers,
calling for liberalized divorce laws, birth control, free secular education run by the state, and the political
organization of the working classes. She lectured regularly in a converted Baptist church on Broome Street,
with seating for 3,000, which they referred to as their “Hall of Science.” She published two editions of her
COURSE OF POPULAR LECTURES, AS DELIVERED BY FRANCES WRIGHT…; WITH THREE ADDRESSES, ON
VARIOUS PUBLIC OCCASIONS, AND A REPLY TO THE CHARGES AGAINST THE FRENCH REFORMERS OF 1789,
and joined the Working Men’s Club. Walt Whitman would describe Fanny during this period as6
a brilliant woman, of beauty and estate, who was never
satisfied unless she was busy doing good — public good,
private good. [There was much criticism of her morals
but] we all loved her; fell down before her; her very
appearance seemed to enthrall us. [She was] the noblest
Roman of them all ... a woman of the noblest make-up
whose orbit was a great deal larger than theirs — to
large to be tolerated long by them: a most maligned,
lied-about character — one of the best in history though
also one of the least understood.
When Adin Ballou prepared to go back from his 2-year period of service to the Universalist society on Prince
Street to his regular pastorate at Milford, the desperate New-York congregation prevailed on him to help them
lure Hosea Ballou away from Boston. Adin Ballou thought his cousin’s tough and devious manner in the salary
negotiations inappropriate for a minister. Nor did he appreciate Hosea Ballou’s wit when, in answer to a
question about future punishment, Hosea Ballou replied, “So then, Brother Adin, you think they’ll have to be
smoked a little, do you?” Adin Ballou’s disillusionment with Hosea Ballou was compounded a year later when,
at the New England Universalist General Convention, Hosea Ballou used his influence to prevent David
Pickering, an out-of-fellowship Restorationist minister, from offering a prayer. Afterward, Adin Ballou
recorded in his diary his resolution “not to attend another convention of that sort.”

6.Eckhardt, Celia Morris, FANNY WRIGHT - REBEL IN AMERICA (Harvard UP, 1984), page 189.
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July 30, Thursday: Fanny Wright began to lecture in Boston, to enthusiastic full houses. This paid lecture tour
was perhaps the 1st ever by a woman and would continue for several nights. She attacked organized religion
for the secondary place it assigned to women, and advocated their empowerment through divorce and birth
control.
FEMINISM

One wonders who from Concord –such as Cynthia Dunbar Thoreau– may have been in those full houses.7
No cause for concern, Lydia Maria Child would suggest to alarmed male friends: such proper Bostonians were
merely “weary of going to the museum” and “were as thankful to Miss Wright for giving them something new
to talk about, as they would have been to a Boa-Constrictor, or a caravan of monkeys.”

Lyman Beecher would comment in his LECTURES ON POLITICAL ATHEISM that “regrettably she [Wright] won
over the educated, refined women ... and worst of all, women who had been friends to his own children.”
Felix Mendelssohn visited Holyrood Castle (home of Mary Queen of Scots and site of the murder of Rizzio)
and was inspired to begin his “Scottish” Symphony.
Hector Berlioz’s entry in the Prix de Rome competition, the cantata “Cleopatre,” was performed for the initial

7. Concord’s Helen Louisa Thoreau, John Thoreau, Jr., David Henry Thoreau, and Sophia Elizabeth Thoreau would have been
considered at that time and place to constitute a smallish family or one still being eagerly worked on. Nevertheless, Cynthia would
bear no children after age 33.
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time. No grand prize would be awarded this year — the jury desired to give the prize to Berlioz but (Adrien
Boieldieu would explain to the composer) could not judge music they were incapable of understanding.
Hearing a rumor that King Charles X was planning a counter-revolution, a crowd marched to arrest the king
at St. Cloud. Among the citizens was Hector Berlioz. When they reached the Etoile they found the soldiers
gone, so they returned to town. 80 deputies met in the Palais Bourbon led by Jacques Lafitte and established
a new regime.
Robert Schumann wrote to his mother, telling her of his decision to give up the study of law and asking her to
write to Friedrich Wieck requesting his opinion of his future as a pianist.

1831
May: Due to mistrust engendered by the failure of a number of commercial banks, a group of Dedham,
Massachusetts citizens founded a mutual savings bank, that is, a bank with no stockholders, to be owned by
and run for the benefit of depositors. They named this the Dedham Institution for Savings — it still exists.
The new institution’s 1st depositor was Sophia Foord and the bank preserves the ledger which shows her
deposit of $50. After a year the bank would have almost $30,000 on deposit. Growth would be so gradual that
it would be a decade before the bank’s savings deposits would increase by one power of magnitude, and then
a half century before the deposits would increase by another power of magnitude:
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1838

FEMINISM

In London, publication of Alexander Walker’s INTERMARRIAGE: OR THE MODE IN WHICH, AND THE CAUSES
WHY, BEAUTY, HEALTH, AND INTELLECT RESULT FROM CERTAIN UNIONS, AND DEFORMITY, DISEASE AND
INSANITY FROM OTHERS; ... EACH PARENT BESTOWS ON CHILDREN IN CONFORMITY WITH CERTAIN NATURAL
LAWS. (Since a copy of this would be found in the library of Bronson Alcott at the point of his death, it is rather
likely that Henry Thoreau had had access to it. It would be interesting to find out what this volume had to offer
about cases of racial mixture, as in the case of the mulatto young lady Mary Ann Shadd who in this year was
graduating from the Quaker Boarding School in West Chester near Philadelphia and going on to become
herself a teacher of children.)
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March: Friends Sarah Moore Grimké and Angelina Emily Grimké delivered six lectures in Boston, on the subject of
women.
FEMINISM
SEXISM
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Anderson, Bonnie S. JOYOUS GREETINGS: THE FIRST INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S MOVEMENT, 1830-1860.
NY: Oxford UP, 2000.
Reviewed for H-Ideas by Kathryn Wagnild Fuller
(kfuller@d.umn.edu), Library, University of Minnesota
Duluth.8

The First International Women’s Movement
In JOYOUS GREETINGS, Bonnie Anderson identifies and traces the
trajectory of an international feminist movement existing
between 1830 and 1860. It was not a movement characterized by
formal organizations but rather “a matrix of a feminism that
transcended national boundaries,” (page 2) with women sharing
ideas
and
tactics
and
supporting
each
other
through
correspondence, publications, visits, and news reports. This
movement originated mainly among women participating in
movements for human justice, often socialist and/or religious,
in England, Scotland, France, Germany, the United States, and
Sweden. In France and Great Britain, for example, feminism
emerged in the early 1830s in Owenite and St. Simonian socialist
groups. Similarly, in the United States and England, women
joined antislavery movements and utopian communities. Within
these groups some women began articulating ideas about the
position of women — finding comparisons between the social
position of women and the working class, in the case of the
socialist groups, and between the position of women and that of
slaves among antislavery women. When their calls for changes on
behalf of women met resistance, individual feminists turned to
each other and established loose associations and, eventually,
networks with feminists in other countries. Early interactions
took place between English and French women and English and
American women, the latter sometimes by visits including that
of the English writer Harriet Martineau who made links between
the English and American women in her writings about American
society.
In Germany, where more repressive governments limited forms of
social activism than were permitted in France and England,
feminist activism did not develop until the 1840s and did so,
along with supporters of other social and political causes, in
a “behind-the-scenes” way through the free congregation
movement. Elsewhere by the early 1840s, feminist activism had
waned due to increased exclusion from reform organizations (as
with the antislavery movement in the United States and England)
or decline of social justice activism (as with the turn of the
St. Simonians away from politics and social activism). According
to Anderson, the international feminist movement stayed alive
during the 1840s largely through publishing and reading by
individual feminists and helped by an increase in women’s
intellectual writing by women like Charlotte Brontë and George
Sand.
The growing social and political unrest in the cities of Europe
8. H-NET BOOK REVIEW Published by H-Ideas@h-net.msu.edu (February 2002)
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in the late 1840s and the revolutions that took place early in
1848 renewed feminist fervor, especially in France and Germany.
Calls for greater political participation and social improvement
found expression in writing, petitioning, speaking in public
forums, and articulating demands in political assembles.
Feminists organized schools and health projects and made other
social efforts directed toward improving the situation of women.
Anderson also shows that the revolutionary spirit in Europe
spurred American women back into action and directly influenced
the calling of the Seneca Falls convention in July and feminist
activity in the United States. Feminists persisted in the face
of opposition, even among fellow radicals, in striving for the
full participation they wanted in new governments, the social
changes they expected with regard to women, and the end of some
forms of male dominance. Anderson identifies 1848 as the
beginning of the “heyday” of the first international women’s
movement. Publications (including newspapers and journals)
increased, women spoke out, and connections among women of
different countries became stronger as national groups monitored
and were inspired or influenced by activities in other
countries. Many actions started by French feminists continued
at least until 1853 even in the face of the return of the more
conservative governments in the post-revolutionary period. When
feminism declined in Europe, the movement in the United States
carried forth its spirit and made international issues important
concerns and kept contacts with individual European feminists.
With the sectional conflict over slavery and the beginning of
the Civil War, the American women’s movement was diverted to
national goals and feminism lapsed all around.
Anderson persuasively demonstrates that feminists of this period
had a wide range of interests and goals with regard to women,
many of them related to socialism and/or linked to working class
and or religious movements. When feminists again became active
in the United States and the European countries after 1860, they
focused on a more narrow range of issues — specifically voting
rights and education.
The main point of JOYOUS GREETINGS — the existence of an
international feminist movement between 1830 and 1860 makes a
significant contribution to the history of feminism and feminist
thought. Its publication coincided with Margaret McFadden’s
GOLDEN CABLES OF SYMPATHY but differs from that work in extending
the roots of international feminism to earlier times and
contexts. More significantly, Anderson conceptualizes the
movement of the early nineteenth century as having a beginning
and end and, therefore, possessing an identity distinct from one
that emerged later and which, in Anderson’s view, emphasized
suffrage and more conservative goals than the earlier movement.
This work also makes contributions to the historiography of
feminism in giving emphasis to socialism, religion, and social
reform as the ground from which feminism emerged; focusing on
activism as an essential element of feminism (while at the same
time valuing feminist writings); and making clear the broad
agenda of issues in which early feminists were engaged.
From her in-depth exploration of the origins of feminism in
different national contexts, Anderson presents the beginnings
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of a comparative history for this crucial period of feminism.
While her interpretation emphasizes similarities and links
between different national contexts, further work could build
on this to get at deeper reasons why feminism emerged when and
where it did and how it played itself out in the context of
nationalism. Anderson also analyzes the language and ideas of
the international feminists including their use of what she
calls a “both/and” approach to the position of women in relation
to men and social concerns. Several women in the study are shown
to hold the belief that women are both equal to men and different
from men and to use both positions in advancing their arguments
and goals. They also used the same approach in claiming the need
for both socialism and feminism.
This well-written and engaging study is based on extensive
source materials, both published and unpublished, and informed
by an impressive amount of secondary literature on the history
of women and feminism. Anderson centers her research on the
writings and activities of a core group of twenty women and
another twenty she refers to as on the “periphery of the core
group.” Rather than a biographical approach, however, she
develops a narrative focusing on chronology (“volcano time”) and
themes (“emancipating themselves”). At first this is somewhat
confusing for the reader but cumulatively it enhances the main
argument of the book in giving a clearer demonstration of the
informality, spontaneity, and complexity of the interactions
among women in association with their own countrywomen and those
of other nations. In finding and using a large number of
materials written by feminists in this study, Anderson was able
to clearly demonstrate that sharing of ideas, strategies, and
information took place by tracing references within publications
by
individual
women
to
those
in
publications
and/or
correspondence of others.
Copyright 2002 by H-Net, all rights reserved. H-Net
permits the redistribution and reprinting of this work
for nonprofit, educational purposes, with full and
accurate attribution to the author, web location, date
of publication, originating list, and H-Net: Humanities
& Social Sciences Online. For any other proposed use,
contact the Reviews editorial staff at hbooks@mail.hnet.msu.edu.
Summer: This year’s annual convention of the New England Anti-Slavery Society was the 1st to be held in the
Marlborough Chapel, dedicated to “the cause of humanity and free discussion.” Boston’s proslavery mob
couldn’t burn this hall down because it stood too close to the Marlborough Hotel.
At the meeting, over the protests of a group of ministers of the gospel who were insisting that such a radical
step would be “injurious to the cause of the slave,” through bringing their Society into general disrepute, it was
decided to admit women to membership. Much of the convention’s time and attention would be consumed in
infighting over whether these new female members would be permitted to participate on committees, in
motions to dissolve committees that had a woman member, and in dealing with male members who found
themselves unable to read aloud in public words that had been written by a female member.
A minister pointed to ISAIAH 3:12 to prove that having WOMEN RULE was the ultimate debasement which
a Christian society could undergo, and alleged that since a woman had helped to write the convention’s
declaration and that since women had cast ballots, therefore “Women ruled the convention.”
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[As for] my people, children [are] their oppressors, and women rule over them.
O my people, they which lead thee cause [thee] to err, and destroy the way of thy paths.
MISOGYNY

FEMINISM

Friend John Greenleaf Whittier sided with these ministers who considered women’s rights to be “an irrelevant
topic.”
The Christian Mirror asked its male readers whether they would want their own wives to be shorn of their
honor by allowing them to be “closeted in close consultation with two men, in the preparation of a public
document?” Friend James Mott, a husband not unreasonably afraid of his wife, reasonably commented that the
overarching principle was “human rights” — and proceeded impolitely to draw the obvious parallel between,
on the one hand, the northern gentleman abolitionist struggling for control over his wife, and, on the other,
the southern slavemaster struggling to hold his slave property.
SLAVERY
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1839
The issue of refusing to vote was coming to the forefront among abolitionists. Maria W. Chapman estimated,
however, that only on in a hundred of the members of the Massachusetts Anti-Slavery Society were refusing
on principle to cooperate with the government in the manner of Henry Thoreau, to the extent of declining to
cast their ballot.
In this year she published RIGHT AND WRONG IN MASSACHUSETTS, a pamphlet that argued the divisions in the
Anti-Slavery Society that were being created over the issue of woman’s rights. She and two other women,
Friend Lucretia Mott and Lydia Maria Child, were elected to the executive committee of the Anti-Slavery
Society, and this upset some members of the society. Lewis Tappan, the brother of Arthur Tappan, the president
of the society, argued that “To put a woman on the committee with men is contrary to the usages of civilized
society.”

FEMINISM

From this year until 1842, Mrs. Chapman would be editor of the abolitionist journal, Non-Resistant.

1840
May:

William Lloyd Garrison, Friend Lucretia Mott, Wendell Phillips, Maria Weston Chapman, Nathaniel Peabody
Rogers, Ann Greene Phillips, and Charles Lenox Remond sailed for London and the World Anti-Slavery
Convention. On the first day of the convention, however, the vote was that the female delegates would not be
permitted to vote, whereupon all the Garrisonian immediatists boycotted the convention.
While Mr. Rogers was in London, in attendance upon the
“World’s Anti-Slavery Convention,” in 1840, he was
careful to go upon the ground at Smithfield, –now a
cattle market– that was sanctified, in his sight, and
that of all men who know where true greatness lies, by
the martyrdom of his illustrious ancestor [John
Rogers].
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In 1840, a World’s Anti-slavery Convention was called in London.
Women from Boston, New York, and Philadelphia, were delegates
to that convention. I was one of the number; but, on our arrival
in England, our credentials were not accepted because we were
women. We were, however, treated with great courtesy and
attention, as strangers, and as women, were admitted to chosen
seats as spectators and listeners, while our right of membership
was denied — we were voted out. This brought the Woman question
more into view, and an increase of interest in the subject has
been the result. In this work, too, I have engaged heart and
hand, as my labors, travels, and public discourses evince. The
misrepresentation, ridicule, and abuse heaped upon this, as well
as other reforms, do not, in the least, deter me from my duty.
To those, whose name is cast out as evil for the truth’s sake,
it is a small thing to be judged of man’s judgement.
FEMINISM

In a speech to the Anti-Slavery Convention in London, Friend Arnold Buffum of Providence, Rhode Island
would charge that a woman had been denied membership in the Society of Friends in Philadelphia because she
was black, and it would seem that in all likelihood he was making reference to Sarah Douglass’s account of
how her mother had been encouraged not to apply for membership. In this speech Friend Arnold indicated that
the practice of asking blacks to sit aside, in special seats, still was continuing among American Friends.)
May:

The struggle which had been playing itself out in the female antislavery society repeated itself in the American
Anti-Slavery Society. The pragmatist wing laid plans to dissolve the society, and managed before the
convention to give away its newspaper, the Emancipator, to keep it out of the hands of the Garrisonians who
controlled the Liberator. Special travel arrangements were made to get the Garrisonians to New-York en
masse. A special train and steamboat (the Rhode Island) reduced the round-trip fare to $5.00 and arrangements
were made for lodgings by renting the entirety of St. John’s Hall on Frankfort Street at $0.50 per day.
Unfortunately, nobody had told the people at St. John’s Hall that some of their guests weren’t white, and so
new accommodations had to be sought out on short notice with the New Englanders walking as a group on the
New-York street and receiving an occasional rock. At the convention the next day, pandemonium broke out
when a Garrisonian woman was nominated to serve on a committee: women were not members, the
pragmatists protested, and therefor in the society’s constitution, the word “person” meant “man.” A voice vote
being too close to judge, a standing vote was taken while a pragmatist minister urged that all women should
vote against this woman. The Garrisonians won and the next day the pragmatists walked, taking the society’s
assets, membership lists, and furniture with them (some of the society’s office furniture wound up in the home
of a pragmatic minister). In some quarters, the split in the society was blamed on Abby Kelley’s “effrontery in
asserting the right of her sex to an equal place with men.” The antislavery ministers formed a new organization,
SEXISM

FEMINISM

with a constitution which not only explicitly prohibited females from voting or becoming officials, but also
explicitly denied membership to anyone who assented in the principle of non-resistance to evil.
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During this month a negrero flying the Portuguese flag, the Cospe-Fogo, master A.Y. da Silva, completing the
second of its two known Middle Passages, offloaded a cargo of 145 enslaved Africans out of Angola at the
port of Pernambuco, Brazil. Meanwhile another slaver under the same flag, the Aquila, master unknown, on
its first of two known Middle Passages, was off-loading a cargo of 620 people out of an unknown area of Africa
into the slave barracoon of the port of Havana (the principle of resistance to evil didn’t seem to be working all
that effectively this month).

THE MIDDLE PASSAGE
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WOMAN’S RIGHTS

The World’s Anti-Slavery Convention was held in London, but excluded women participants (the American
abolitionists Lucretia Mott and Elizabeth Cady Stanton, along with all the other women, were barred from
participating in the meeting, and were only allowed to observe from a balcony, and at that from behind a curtain
— this snub would cause them to hold a women’s rights convention upon their return to America). For that
reason, Boston abolitionist William Lloyd Garrison refused to attend. The US antislavery movement has split
into two factions in the past year largely due to Garrison’s advocacy of women’s rights, including their right
to participate in the antislavery movement.
FEMINISM

James Gillespie Birney had not refused to attend and acted as a vice-president of this convention.

Charles Lenox Remond had not refused to attend and, afterward, would make a lecture tour of Great Britain
and Ireland.
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Early in June, the executive committee of the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society had commissioned the
artist Benjamin Robert Haydon to produce a painting to commemorate the Worldwide Anti-Slavery
Convention, which was to take place at the Freemasons’ Tavern in London later that month. The painting,
produced in 1846, would be a critical and commercial failure: Haydon would need to include an enormous
number of individual portraits –many painted on the basis of sketches he had been forced to take at great
speed– resulting in monotonous rows of curiously disembodied heads (for whatever it is worth, the large
canvas can be inspected at the National Portrait Gallery in London). In the foreground there is an element
which the painter says he intended as an affirmation of the ideals of the anti-slavery movement:
A liberated slave, now a delegate, is looking up to [Friend
Thomas] Clarkson with deep interest, and the hand of a friend
is resting with affection on his arm, in fellowship and
protection; this is the point of interest in the picture, and
illustrative of the object in painting it — the African sitting
by the intellectual European, in equality and intelligence,
whilst the patriarch of the cause points to heaven as to whom
he must be grateful.

“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project

43

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

FEMINISM

WOMAN’S RIGHTS

(Actually, the artist who created this piece of visual propaganda would need to cast about among the delegates
to find someone who would be willing to allow himself to be portrayed as a white man seated next to a black
man, and then cast about among the delegates, to find someone who would be willing to allow himself to be
portrayed as placing his reassuring white hand on the arm of the black man — there would be considerable
discomfort, and refusals, before there would be volunteers for these dutiful postings.)
At one point the Reverend William Adam had had a post created for him at Harvard College, as a Professor of
Oriental Literature. However, when he had gone off to attend this World’s Anti-Slavery Convention, he had
resigned this post. Upon return to the United States, he would consider joining the Brook Farm society before
moving to Northampton.
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1843
July:

Waldo Emerson’s “Ethnical Scriptures … from the DESATIR,” his “Gifts,” his poem “To Rhea,” his review of
Thomas Carlyle’s PAST AND PRESENT, and five other of his reviews, were presented in this issue of THE DIAL.

PAST AND PRESENT
Also in these pages was to be found, however, a noteworthy landmark in feminism: Margaret Fuller’s “The
Great Lawsuit: Man versus Men; Woman versus Women,”9 which amounts to a first version of WOMAN IN THE
NINETEENTH CENTURY.
FEMINISM

THE DIAL, JULY 1843
In this essay Fuller insisted that as of 1843 the idea Man, however imperfectly realized, had been far more
realized than the idea Woman, and that therefore the best way practically to aid the reformation of the sons of
the age would be to improve the daughters of the age. While it is true that not all men have been given a fair
chance, she pointed out, not one woman had been given a fair chance.
Fuller had seen, at the Allston Gallery in Boston in 1839, the statue of Orpheus that had been sculpted in Rome
by Thomas Crawford. When the July issue of THE DIAL was read, it was notable that she had connected this

9. In 1844, when she republished this in expanded form as WOMAN IN THE NINETEENTH CENTURY, she explained that by “Man”
in this title she had meant both human males and human females, intending to “lay no especial stress on the welfare of either”
because “the development of the one cannot be effected without that of the other.” That is, she intended the same distinction,
between “Man” and “Men,” that Neil Armstrong intended between “man” and “mankind” when he stepped on the surface of the
moon and went “That’s a small step for [a] man, an giant leap for mankind.” Boy-type human beings and girl-type human beings
were regarded by her not as opposites, nor as natural antagonists in the mode of the “man-hating” early years of the feminist
movement, but as, in a luminous metaphor, “twins,” or “minds, partners in work and in life, sharing together on equal terms, public
and private interests,” who “work together for a common purpose, and, in all these instances, with the same implement, the pen.”
In other words, unlike certain later generation of feminists, Fuller was not sexist.
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with Bronson Alcott’s “Orphic Sayings,” from the first issue of the journal in 1840, as “lessons in reverence.”
Orpheus was a lawgiver by theocratic commission.
He understood nature, and made all her forms move to
his music. He told her secrets in the form of hymns,
nature as seen in the mind of God. Then it is the
prediction, that to learn and to do, all men must be
lovers, and Orpheus was, in a high sense, a lover.
His soul went forth towards all beings, yet could
remain sternly faithful to a chosen type of excellence.
Seeking what he loved, he feared not death nor hell,
neither could any presence daunt his faith in the power
of the celestial harmony that filled his soul.
Referring to the statue’s posture, of shading its eyes with its hand and staring forward, she penned a sonnet
which began:
Each Orpheus must to the depths descend;
For only thus the Poet can be wise.

and which concluded with the following couplet:
If he already sees what he must do,
Well may he shade his eyes from the far-shining view.

1845
Feminists were beginning at this point to object to the practice of a wife being known only by the name
of her husband, and so when she married Abby Kelley would choose to be known as Abby Kelley Foster rather
than as Mrs. Stephen Symonds Foster — as Maria Weston had in 1830 become Maria W. Chapman rather than
Mrs. Henry Grafton Chapman and as Elizabeth Cady had in 1840 become Elizabeth Cady Stanton rather than
Mrs. Henry Brewster Stanton.
FEMINISM
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1846
Early October: With the potato harvesting season underway in Ireland, Lord Lieutenant Lord Bessborough confessed
to the Prime Minister of England
“I verily believe that by Christmas there will not be a sound potato in the country.”

Margaret Fuller was visiting Thomas Carlyle. During her stay in London she commented, evidently not at all
anent the potatoes of Ireland, “I accept the universe.” Carlyle made light of the comment, clearly not at all
anent the potatoes of Ireland of the scarcity of which he would emphatically have approved — for it was
considered bad form in the 19th Century for a mere woman to accept the universe, it was as distressing as the
idea of a cheerleader taking on the football team since it was the masculine role to embrace, the feminine to
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renounce.

WOMAN’S RIGHTS
10

IRISH POTATO FAMINE

Fuller would come away from her encounter with this illuminated one with an understandable reaction:
“the worst of hearing Carlyle is that you cannot interrupt him.” During her visit, the harangue which she had
attempted to interrupt had been one in which Carlyle was carrying on about his pet idea that “if people would
not behave well,” we ought simply to “put collars round their necks. Find a hero, and let them be his slaves.”11

Public Works Enrollment
October 1846

114,000

January 1847

570,000

March 1847

750,000

10. Carlyle seems to have overlooked, however, that Fuller was merely negating the thesis of Ivan in THE BROTHERS
KARAMAZOV, “I do not accept the world.” Of course, it was unmanly for Fyodor Mikhaylovich Dostoevski to have announced this

through a male character, as unmanly as it would have been for him to have failed to have embraced a lady in distress, since it was
the 19th Century gentleman’s role to seize every opportunity. We may also note that when, in Philadelphia PA in 1852 at the first
Women’s Rights Convention, Sarah Moore Grimké proposed Fuller’s “Give me truth; cheat me by no illusion” as the motto of the
movement,
she was proposing a motto very similar to this “I accept the universe” sentiment. Those who have incautiously
repeated Carlyle’s defensive mutter seem to have neglected to notice that it is a very serious matter, in Christendom, for us to
criticize an attitude of acceptance. And in particular we who are influenced by the life of Thoreau should be wary of criticizing an
amor fati.
11. Compare this with the beloved “conservative” radio commentator Paul Harvey’s pet idea in our own time in our own nation,
that what we ought to do with our criminals is get them off their asses and out of our prison systems by simply chaining them behind
our garbage trucks.
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1847
After her formal education, Friend Ann Preston had been needed at home due to the ill health of her mother,
Margaret Smith Preston. After her six younger brothers had grown up, she decided to study female physiology
and teach hygiene to local classes of women and girls. She enrolled as an apprentice in the office of Dr.
Nathaniel R. Moseley. After two years of apprenticeship she applied to medical colleges but was turned down
because of her gender. No American medical school had ever accepted a female student. Young women who
wanted to involve themselves in medicine beyond the bathing of patients and the carrying around of bedpans
needed to read medicine in the offices of family friends as she had done, but could have no expectation of ever
acquiring the status of MD.12

SEXISM
FEMINISM

12. In this year, however, it would later be learned, Geneva College in New York was making a one-time exception for Elizabeth
Blackwell — who would become the first certified American woman medical doctor.
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Lucy Stone graduated from Oberlin College, after four years during which she had taught school and done
housework in order to pay her own way. Asked to write a commencement speech for her class, which because
she was a female would need to be read for her by one or another graduating male, she refused. And so, shortly
after Stone returned to Massachusetts, the 1st woman in that state to receive a college degree, she gave her first
public speech, a speech of course on women’s rights. She delivered the speech from the pulpit of the
Evangelical Congregational Church of her brother the Reverend William Bowman Stone at 55 Green Street in
Gardner MA.
FEMINISM
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1848
William Stevens Robinson, an antislavery newspaper editor under the pen name “Warrington,” got married
with Harriet Jane Hanson (Harriet Hanson Robinson). She would become a woman’s rights advocate.

FEMINISM
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Amelia Bloomer of 53 East Bayard Street in Seneca Falls NY married without promising to “obey.”
FEMINISM

There in Seneca Falls Frederick Douglass joined the crusade for women’s suffrage and attended the first
Women’s Rights Convention. He perhaps had met John Brown (the American agitator, not either the British
gentleman or the Concord businessman) for the 1st time as early as December 1847. Brown invited him to

stop, while Douglass was on his way home to Rochester from Boston, and visit with the Brown family, which
was at that time living in Springfield MA. The two men were sizing up one another’s usefulness.

According to an 1848
credit report, “his condition
is questionable.”
The American John Brown then departed for Europe, and would travel there for the remainder of this year
and a good portion of 1849.
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August 3: At a Women’s Rights convention held at the Unitarian Church of Rochester, New York those participating
demanded voting suffrage, and property rights.
FEMINISM

Senator Daniel Webster responded to some of his “neighbors” of Marshfield, Massachusetts:
Marshfield, Aug. 3, 1848.
GENTLEMEN,—I have received your letter. The critical
state of things at Washington obliges me to think it my
duty to repair thither immediately and take my seat in
the Senate, notwithstanding the state of my health and
the heat of the weather render it disagreeable for me
to leave home.
I cannot, therefore, comply with your wishes at present;
but on my return, if such should continue to be your
desire, I will meet you and the other Whigs of
Marshfield, in an unceremonious manner, that we may
confer upon the topics to which your letter relates.
I am, Gentlemen, with esteem and friendship,
Your obliged fellow-citizen,
DANIEL WEBSTER.
To Messrs. DANIEL PHILLIPS, GEORGE LEONARD, GEO. H.
WETHERBEE, and others.

1849
Caroline H. Dall’s ESSAYS AND SKETCHES (Boston MA: Samuel G. Simkins) treated a range of topics from
defense of the New England Sabbath (Michel Chevalier had condemned it as unutterably boring) to “Truth,”
“Faith,” “Personal Influence,” and “The Vision of God.” It can be seen that the author is not yet a feminist.
Chapter VIII, “Thy Sister,” however, dealt with prostitution:

Page 62: ‘touch her not scornfully,’ oh daughter of rank and
wealth.... Perhaps –and God forgive us that we must so write it–
perhaps it was your selfishness or ours that made her what she
is. Is she not the tender child whom we sent coldly from our
door, when with a confiding heart, she begged in the Master’s
name for a crust of bread and a cup of cold water?
Is she not the washer woman whom we left unpaid for weeks, or
the seamstress whom we underpaid? Perhaps –and this is the
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saddest thought of all– perhaps she is the repentant Magdalen,
whom in the pride of indignant virtue we sent from our roof,
when after a week of faithful service we discovered that tale
of agony, which, shameless as she once was, she could not bring
her desecrated lips to speak.... the time has passed by, if it
ever existed, when the flush upon a woman’s cheek, as she looks
upon a fallen sister, can rightly excuse her from an immediate
effort in her behalf. It is no longer fitting that for modesty’s
sake she should seem to be ignorant of the evil that lies all
about her, and keep herself free from taint at the expense of a
ruined band of her sex. The revelations but recently made in
regard to the state of licentious crime in the city of Boston,
have roused a few interested individuals to warmer exertion, but
the assembled wisdom of the Christian churches has thought it
fit to suppress a majority of the facts of the case, fearing to
expose this accumulated mass of fearful sin to the naked gaze
of a young community. We blame them not; they have done the best
they knew.... Ye we cannot but think that a knowledge of
individual cases, no matter how revolting, is needed to thrill
the soul and wake the energies of woman. As the great mass of
women are situated, surrounded by vigilant friends, guarded not
more by the careful bias of sedulous education than by a natural
or acquired coldness of temperament and a utter ignorance of
opportunity, they know little of the trials of those who,
without friends, without education, without any object of love
for a yearning heart, in the midst of opportunity, are the all
but necessary victims of the indifference or ignorance of
society. The gossip of private circles will not enlighten them;
they need a body of terrible facts, presented in a religious and
kindling spirit to their timid hearts. The ignorance which
prevails is to us hardly less frightful than the sin itself.
... Not yet escaped from school, we had seen enough of the
volcanic elements at work in society. We had seen an infant of
six years, born in the house of sin, systematically trained by
its chief mistress to the life of one of its votaries, and lured
on, by such inducements as it could understand, to acts of
disgusting profanation. We had seen a faithful domestic leave a
family who had loved her for years for the arms of one who, by
a pretended marriage, mocked her affectionate heart. Then,
flying from the rebuking smile of his new-born infant, we saw
him leave her on a bed of straw in a damp cellar, thankful for
such charity as the frail but needy mother of eight starvelings
could bestow.... From the number of a religious class of which
we were a happy member, we had seen a young companion, loving
her teacher and evidently feeling the refining influence she
shared with us, lured on by the love of ease to a position fuller
than the rack of straining agony. A year or two later, and more
than one who had listened to the dispensation of mercy, as it
fell from the lips of a tenderly beloved pastor, in common with
ourselves, forfeited for ever, without any ostensible motive,
her own self respect. And later still, some five years since,
the spoiler came among our own flock, and the child whom we had
gathered from the crowded alley and watched over with the
tenderness of an ‘elder, not a better,’ whose growing
indications of talent and quickness had gratified our pride, was
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won over to the evil one by the glittering lights and gay
decorations of an evening ball.
Page 69: Try to ... remember that your own virtue is not so much
your own merit as the effect of circumstances over which you had
no control. There are exceptions to this statement, but it is
ordinarily so. Above all, consider that there are states of mind
more guilty than some single deeds. We know of many young and
in intention pure, whose minds are ripe for the sophistries
which at first delude, were they left unprotected by
circumstances or friends. They have become so by devout reading
of French and German romances, which leave them destitute of
distinct ideas of right and wrong. The coarse vulgarity of the
French is perhaps less dangerous that the mystic grace of the
German, and might act as an antidote on a very strong mind. But
the latter is rapidly pervading even French literature, and you
may be sure that no knowledge of real life can be half so
dangerous to young persons as the reading they find for
themselves.
Page 70: Next to this culture of self comes your influence upon
the minds of men. Very few of you know how great this is; still
less how great it might be. Shame has little restraining
influence on the profligacy of men, in the present condition of
society. And what wonder? Women have universally considered it
due to their own delicacy to ignore the private delinquencies
of those whom they meet in society, to treat all agreeable and
well-bred persons as if they stood on the same platform of moral
excellence.
Page 76: And the strength of the impulses which have led to
recent philanthropic action cannot be estimated from a better
premise than the fact that they have swollen and burst forth
rather in despite of those to whom they looked for aid, than
from any encouragement thence received. Slaves groan in their
chains, drunkards quarrel in their cups, the strong men of rival
nations go forth to rob one another, the miserable women of the
crowded city, cheated out of the just worth of her womanly craft,
sells her virtue to buy bread for her children; society pets and
honors him who buys its, and crushes her like a worm beneath its
foot; and still the mass of men look on and say, ‘We cannot free
the slave, we dare not close the grog-shop, we will vote for the
defenders of the war, we will buy cheap clothing, and hold out
no hand to help the sinking seamstress, — nay we will keep
ourselves in good fellowship with the seducer; for all you who
have interested yourselves in these matters of reform, have gone
too far. You are fanatics, all of you, as pestilential as the
very curses you undertake to remove. Beside, abolition is not a
gospel; peace is not a gospel; temperance is not a gospel; but
these ‘three are one’ in the Gospel of Christ. We believe that;
we teach that; it includes all these. Have but a little patience,
and moral reform itself will be the natural and beautiful fruit
of its wide diffusion.’
Patience, indeed! we have listened long enough to this....
Page 82: A false reproach has been many times thrown upon the
advocates of modern reform. it has been said that in their
fanaticism they have become men of one idea, devoured by their
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own zeal in behalf of a hobby [horse] well-nigh ridden to death,
and that such is not the true spirit in which to undertake a
reform....
Page 83: There is no modern reform that we take so little
interest in as the movement in regard to the rights of women.
It is true that there have been moments in our life when we would
have given worlds to have sat for an instant on the bench, to
have thrown one vote in the national assembly, to have spoken
one hour at a caucus, or have held a governor’s commission just
long enough to freely resign it. But while the hot torrent of
our blood asked for this, we never for a moment supposed that
the court-room, the council-hall, or the caucus was a proper
place for us. We only felt that if the men of our country had
dwindled into caitiffs [despicable cowards], it had the more
need of her women. The business of our country and our age, it
has been most truly said, is to organize the rights of man. One
of the holiest of his rights is to find woman her proper place.
It is he who is robbed by a wrong condition of things. We doubt
very much whether Providence ever intended that women should
personally share the duties of the commonwealth. We feel that
this is utterly incompatible with the more precious and positive
duties of the nursery and the fireside. But we long for the time
to come when a finished education shall be every woman’s
birthright; when the respect of the other sex shall be her
legitimate inheritance; when the woman of any rank will be able
to obtain a livelihood for herself or her children without
overtasking the generosity of man; when she shall no longer find
herself, even for a moment, a tool or a plaything. We would
willingly listen to her voice in the religious assembly.; we
teach that; it includes all these. Have but a little patience,
and moral reform itself will be the natural and beautiful fruit
of its wide diffusion.

(The other day I was reading a newspaper account of contemporary marriage and sexuality in Japan, in which
the author, Merrill Goozner, was describing how infidelity either had always been or had somehow become,
locally, “a way of life” in metropolitan Japan. He described the manner in which the stereotypical husbandand-father salaryman is in the habit of trotting off during the day to a rabu hoteru or “love hotel,” where for
¥5,000 –which amounts to about US$50– he and his secretary or typist can rent a garishly decorated bed for
not more than two hours, thus setting his wife free to concentrate on the home life. A free-lance sex researcher
named Naohide Yamamoto was quoted as opinioning that in Japan love and marriage have little to do with one
another, since “You have to have a husband or a wife to be socially credible.” Japanese men, it has been
averred, figure that they have two separate souls, one of them “spiritual, timeless, and uplifting,” the other, the
one roughly below the diaphragm, available for “pleasures of the flesh.” Goozner quoted Yamamoto as
speculating also that “It’s as if the top half of their body and the lower half have nothing to do with each other.”
In reading this news piece, I was struck by the fact that everything the writer was saying about contemporary
Tokyo could be said with equal merit about the antebellum Boston of Waldo Emerson and Bronson Alcott.
When suburban men rode the train into downtown in the first half of the 19th Century, we cannot presume that
one of their regular stopoff points was not the quiet garrett of a convenient seamstress who was supplementing,
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out of necessity, her weekly income of one dollar or less, upon whose body they could discharge a week’s
accumulation of sexual enthusiasm, or was not one or another of the many many brothels. And even today,
many US married women achieve orgasm only by way of masturbation either before, after, or instead of
vaginal intercourse. To put this in a graphic fashion, we should no more presume that a 19th-Century New
England bride would expect to be present at all of her husband’s ejaculations, than she would expect to be
present at all of his urinations. Likewise, when Henry Thoreau proposed to Ellen Devereux Sewall, we should
not presume that the attraction she offered was the bliss of intergender sexuality. There is a reason why we
should not presume such: Thoreau may have been gay, and gay men then and now are perfectly capable of
accomplishing penis-in-vagina sex and fathering and nurturing children —even when they regard such
sexuality exactly as their wife does, as a mere necessary chore.)

1850
Lucy Sessions graduated from Oberlin College. This was the first college diploma knowingly granted to a
woman of color in America. In her childhood, this girl had been driven from every public school in Toledo,
Ohio, on account of her color: “But never, my dear, did a teacher send me home; it was only the visitors that
did not know me, who objected to my presence.” When she had been taken in at Oberlin College, on trial, she
had been too young to be formally admitted. She appears to have been the daughter of the Mrs. Lucy Sessions
who had taken part in the Convention of Friends of Universal Reform at the Chardon Street Chapel in Boston
in 1840.
Ohio led all the states not only in the production of college graduates of color and of female gender but also
in the production of corn, horses, sheep, and wool.
Horace Greeley persuaded the poet sisters Phoebe and Alice Cary to come from Cincinnati, Ohio to live in
New-York.
Spirit rappings were demonstrated in Cincinnati, Ohio by Mrs. B.G. Bushnell, a witness to the Rochester
manifestations.
SPIRITUALISM

At about this point Theodatus Garlick returned to Cleveland, Ohio for additional work in anatomical
dissection. He would practice surgery in the Youngstown area until 1852, and during this decade would
produce eight sets of precise painted plaster anatomical models for use at the Cleveland Medical College and
elsewhere (meanwhile he would be, also, experimenting with the Daguerreotype).
The 2d US Women’s Rights Convention was held, in Salem, Ohio (men were not permitted to speak).
FEMINISM

October: Paulina Wright Davis took the lead in planning and arranging, in Worcester, Massachusetts, the first National
Woman’s Rights Convention. The Reverend Thomas Wentworth Higginson signed the call to convene this
convention. Paulina presided.
FEMINISM
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October: Classes began at a new Female (later Woman’s) Medical College of Pennsylvania at 227 Arch Street in
Philadelphia that had been organized by Friend William Mullen and a group of Philadelphia businessmen. This
was the very 1st such institution, not only in America but in the world. The first class was of 8 women enrolled
for the degree of Doctor of Medicine,13 5 of them Quakers including Friend Ann Preston, and another 32 who
enrolled as “listeners.” This first year the faculty was all male but in the following year Hannah Longshore,
who had been tutored in medicine before her enrollment, would be listed as a faculty member, a demonstrator
in anatomy.

FEMINISM

October 23: In the auditorium of Brinley Hall at 340 Main Street in Worcester, where the Commerce Office Building
now stands, some thousand persons assembled and the first national women’s rights convention was held. (The
small meeting at Seneca Falls two years earlier had not been what you’d call a national one.) Lucy Stone, Abby
Kelley Foster, Elizabeth Oakes Smith, Friend Lucretia Mott, Diana W. Ballou of Cumberland, Rhode Island,
and Sojourner Truth of Northampton were present, as was William Lloyd Garrison.

READ ABOUT THIS MEETING
FEMINISM

13. By the way, these women doctors would need to receive their diplomas while under police escort for their own safety.
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October 23: According to Elizabeth Cady Stanton, speaking retrospectively in 1870,
“The movement in England, as in America, may be dated from the first National Convention,
held at Worcester, Mass., October, 1850.”

FEMINISM

Although Angelina Emily Grimké Weld was elected to be a member for this vital convention, it would turn
out that she would be unable to attend.
Why was it that Stanton, and also Susan B. Anthony, Friend Lucretia Mott, and other pioneers regarded this
1850 Convention in Worcester as the beginning of the crusade for woman’s equality? Why had it not been the
1848 meeting at Seneca Falls for which Stanton had drafted the celebrated Declaration of Sentiments and in
which Mott had played such a leading role?
•

•

•

The gathering at Seneca Falls had been largely a local affair as would be several others that followed,
whereas by way of radical contrast this Worcester convention had attracted delegates from most of the
northern states.
Seneca Falls had sparked discussion but it was not clear in its aftermath that there was a national constituency
ready to take up the cause. The attendance in response to this Worcester meeting’s Call of those who wanted
to see a woman’s rights movement, and the positive reaction to its published proceedings both here and in
Europe, showed that a sufficient number of women, and some men, were indeed ready.
This 1850 convention eventuated in a set of standing committees which marked the beginnings
of organized work for woman’s rights.
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The records of the convention may be studied at:
http://www.wwhp.org/Resources/WomensRights/proceedings.html
Waldo Emerson declined to address this convention, and continued to decline such invitations until the 1855
convention in Boston, saying “I do not think it yet appears that women wish this equal share in public affairs,”
meaning of course “I do not think it yet appears that we wish to grant women this equal share in public affairs.”

Were I in a sarcastic mood, I would characterize this attitude by inventing a news clipping something like the
following:
His Excellency, Hon. Ralph W. Emerson, Representative
of the Human Race, treated with the woman, Mrs. James
Mott, for purposes of pacification and common decency.
At the beginning of the meeting a Quaker male, Friend Joseph C. Hathaway of Farmington, New York, was
appointed President pro tem. As the meeting was getting itself properly organized, however, Paulina Wright
Davis was selected as President, with Friend Joseph sitting down instead as Secretary for the meeting. At least
three New York Quakers were on the body’s Central Committee — Hathaway, Friend Pliny Sexton and Friend
Sarah H. Hallock, and we immediately note that although this Central Committee was by and large female,
two of the three Quakes in this committee were male.
During the course of this convention Friend Lucretia Mott had occasion to straighten out Wendell Phillips, and
he later commented that “she put, as she well knows how, the silken snapper on her whiplash,” that it had been
“beautifully done, so the victim himself could enjoy the artistic perfection of his punishment.”
Now here is a news clipping from this period, equally legitimately offensive, which I didn’t make up:14
His Excellency, Gov. Ramsey and Hon. Richard W.
Thompson, have been appointed Commissioners, to treat
with the Sioux for the lands west of the Mississippi.
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The list of the “members” of this Convention is of interest in that it includes Sophia Foord of Dedham MA,
Sojourner Truth of Northampton, Elizabeth Oakes Smith the lyceum lecturer, etc. The newspaper report
described Truth’s appearance as dark and “uncomely.” Friend Lucretia Mott, a leader at the convention,
described Truth more charitably as “the poor woman who had grown up under the curse of Slavery.” Those on
the list, those who officially registered as “members” of the Convention, some 267 in all, were only a fraction
of the thousands who attended one or more of the sessions. As J.G. Forman reported in the New-York Daily
Tribune for October 24, 1850, “it was voted that all present be invited to take part in the discussions of the
Convention, but that only those who signed the roll of membership be allowed to vote.” The process of signing
probably meant that people who arrived together or sat together would have adjacent numbers in the sequence
that appears in the Proceedings. This would explain the clustering of people by region and by family name:
• 1
Hannah M. Darlington
Kennett Square, Pennsylvania
• 2
T.B. Elliot
Boston
• 3
Antoinette L. Brown
Henrietta NY
• 4
Sarah Pillsbury
Concord NH
• 5
Eliza J. Kenney
Salem MA
• 6
M.S. Firth
Leicester MA
• 7
Oliver Dennett
Portland ME
• 8
Julia A. McIntyre
Charlton MA
• 9
Emily Sanford
Oxford MA
• 10 H.M. Sanford
Oxford MA
Worcester
• 11 C.D.M. Lane
• 12 Elizabeth Firth
Leicester MA
• 13 S.C. Sargent
Boston
• 14 C.A.K. Ball
Worcester
• 15 M.A. Thompson
Worcester
• 16 Lucinda Safford
Worcester
• 17 S.E. Hall
Worcester
• 18 S.D. Holmes
Kingston MA
• 19 Z.W. Harlow
Plymouth MA
Plymouth MA
• 20 N.B. Spooner
Boston
• 21 Ignatius Sargent
• 22 A.B. Humphrey
Hopedale
• 23 M.R. Hadwen
Worcester
• 24 J.H. Shaw
Nantucket Island
• 25 Diana W. Ballou
Cumberland RI
• 26 Olive Darling
Millville MA
Hopedale
• 27 M.A. Walden
• 28 C.M. Collins
Brooklyn CT
Worcester
• 29 A.H. Metcalf
• 30 P.B. Cogswell
Concord NH
• 31 Sarah Tyndale
Philadelphia
• 32 A.P.B. Rawson
Worcester
• 33 Nathaniel Barney
Nantucket Island
• 34 Sarah H. Earle
Worcester MA
• 35 Parker Pillsbury
Concord NH
• 36 Lewis Ford
Abington MA
Princeton MA
• 37 J.T. Everett
• 38 Loring Moody
Harwich MA
Northampton
• 39 Sojourner Truth
• 40 Friend Pliny Sexton
Palmyra NY
• 41 Rev. J.G. Forman
W. Bridgewater MA
14. From the Dakota Tawaxitku Kin, or The Dakota Friend, St. Paul, Minnesota, November 1850. This word “Sioux,” incidentally,
is a hopelessly offensive and alienating term, for it is short for the Ojibwa term “nadouessioux” or “enemy.” A better term would
be “Dakota,” which in the Dakota language means “union” or “ally.” It tells you a lot about the patronizing attitude of these
missionaries, that they would be willing to use an offputting term like “Sioux” in this newspaper.
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43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
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63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87
88
89
90
91
92
93
94
95
96

Worcester

Andrew Stone M.D.
Samuel May, Jr.
Sarah R. May

Leicester MA
Leicester MA
Rochester NY
Feltonville MA

Frederick Douglass
Charles Bigham
J.T. Partridge
Eliza C. Clapp
Daniel Steward
E.B. Chase

Worcester
Leicester MA
East Line MA
Valley Falls MA

Sophia Foord
E.A. Clark
E.H. Taft
Olive W. Hastings
Rebecca Plumly
S.L. Hastings
Sophia Taft
Anna E. Ruggles
Mrs. A.E. Brown
Janette Jackson
Anna R. Cox
Cynthia P. Bliss
R.M.C. Capron
M.H. Mowry
Mary Eddy
Mary Abbott
Anna E. Fish
C.G. Munyan
Maria L. Southwick
Anna Cornell
S. Monroe
Anna E. Price
M.C. Monroe
F.C. Johnson
Thomas Hill
Elizabeth Frail
Eli Belknap
M.M. Frail
Valentine Belknap
Phebe Goodwin
Edgar Hicks
Ira Foster
Effingham L. Capron
Frances H. Drake
Calvin Fairbanks
E.M. Dodge
Eliza Barney
Lydia Barney
Alice Jackson
G.D. Williams
Marian Blackwell
Elizabeth Earle
Friend Joseph C. Hathaway
E. Jane Alden
Elizabeth Dayton
Lima H. Ober

Dedham MA
Worcester
Dedham MA
Lancaster, Pennsylvania
Philadelphia
Lancaster, Pennsylvania
Worcester
Brattleboro VT
Philadelphia
Philadelphia
Pawtucket, Rhode Island
Providence
Providence
Providence
Hopedale
Hopedale
Hopedale
Worcester
Plainfield CT
Plainfield CT
Plainfield CT
Plainfield CT
Sturbridge MA
Webster MA
Hopkinton MA
Hopkinton MA
Hopkinton MA
Hopkinton MA
West Chester, Pennsylvania
Brooklyn NY

Canterbury NH
Worcester
Leominster MA
Leominster MA

Worcester
Nantucket Island
Nantucket Island
Avondale, Pennsylvania
Leicester MA
Cincinnati OH

Worcester
Farmington NY

Lowell MA
Lowell MA
Boston
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97
98
99
100
101
102
103
104
105
106
107
108
109
110
111
112
113
114
115
116
117
118
119
120
121
122
123
124
125
126
127
128
129
130
131
132
133
134
135
136
137
138
139
140
141
142
143
144
145
146
147
148
149
150
151

Mrs. Lucy N. Colman
Dorothy Whiting
Emily Whiting
Abigail Morgan
Julia Worcester
Mary R. Metcalf
R.H. Ober
D.A. Mundy
Dr. S. Rogers
Jacob Pierce
Mrs. E.J. Henshaw
Edward Southwick
E.A. Merrick
Mrs. C. Merrick
Lewis E. Capen
Joseph Carpenter
Martha Smith
Lucius Holmes
Benj. Segur
C.S. Dow
S.L. Miller
Isaac L. Miller
Buel Picket
Josiah Henshaw
Andrew Wellington
Louisa Gleason
Paulina Gerry
Lucy Stone
Ellen Blackwell
Mrs. Chickery
Mrs. F.A. Pierce
C.M. Trenor
R.C. Capron
Wm. Lloyd Garrison
Emily Loveland
Mrs. S. Worcester
Phebe Worcester
Adeline Worcester
Joanna R. Ballou
Abby H. Price
B. Willard
T. Poole
M.B. Kent
D.H. Knowlton
E.H. Knowlton
G. Valentine
A. Prince
Lydia Wilmarth
J.G. Warren
Mrs. E.A. Stowell
Martin Stowell
Mrs. E. Stamp
C. M. Barbour
Daniel Mitchell
Alice H. Easton

FEMINISM
Saratoga Springs NY
Clintonville MA
Clintonville MA
Clinton MA
Milton NH

Worcester
Boston
Hopedale
Worcester
PA
W. Brookfield MA

Worcester
Princeton MA
Princeton MA
PA

New-York
Plainfield CT
Thompson CT
Thompson CT

Worcester
PA
PA
Sherman CT
W. Brookfield MA
Lexington MA

Worcester
Stoneham MA
West Brookfield MA
Cincinnati OH

Worcester
Worcester
Worcester
Worcester
Boston
Worcester
Worcester
Worcester
Worcester
MA

Hopedale
MA
Abington MA

Boston
Grafton MA
MA

Worcester
Worcester
Worcester
Worcester
Worcester
Worcester
Worcester
Pawtucket, Rhode Island
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153
154
155
156
157
158
159
160
161
162
163
164
165
166
167
168
169
170
171
172
173
174
175
176
177
178
179
180
181
182
183
184
185
186
187
188
189
190
191
192
193
194
195
196
197
198
199
200
201
202
203
204
205
206

Anna Q.T. Parsons
C.D. McLane
W.H. Channing
Wendell Phillips
Abby K. Foster
S. S. Foster

Paulina Wright Davis
Wm. D. Cady
Ernestine L. Rose
Mrs. J. G. Hodgden
C.M. Shaw
Ophilia D. Hill
Mrs. P. Allen
Lucy C. Dike
E. Goddard
M.F. Gilbert
G. Davis
A.H. Johnson
W.H. Harrington
E.B. Briggs
A.C. Lackey
Ora Ober
A. Barnes
Thomas Provan
Rebecca Provan
A.W. Thayer
M.M. Munyan
W.H. Johnson
Dr. S. Mowry

Boston
Worcester
Boston
Boston
Worcester
Worcester
Providence
Warren MA

New-York
Roxbury MA

Boston
Worcester
Millbury MA
Thompson CT

Worcester
West Brookfield MA

Providence
Worcester
Worcester
Worcester
Upton MA

Worcester
Princeton RI

Hopedale
Hopedale
Worcester
Millbury MA

George W. Benson
Mrs. C.M. Carter
H.S. Brigham
E.A. Welsh
Mrs. J.H. Moore
Margaret S. Merrit
Martha Willard
A.N. Lamb
Mrs. Chaplin
Caroline Farnum
N.B. Hill
K. Parsons
Jillson
E.W.K. Thompson
L. Wait
Mrs. Mary G. Wright
F.H. Underwood
Asa Cutler
J.B. Willard
Perry Joslin
Friend Sarah H. Hallock
Elizabeth Johnson
Seneth Smith
Marian Hill
Wm. Coe
E.T. Smith

Worcester
Chepachet RI
Northampton
Worcester
Bolton MA
Feltonville MA
Charlton MA
Charlton MA
Charlton MA
Charlton MA

Worcester
Blackstone MA

Worcester
Worcester
Boston
CA
Webster MA
CT
Westford MA

Worcester
Milton NY

Worcester
Oxford MA
Webster MA

Worcester
Leominster MA
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210
211
212
213
214
215
216
217
218
219
220
221
222
223
224
225
226
227
228
229
230
231
232
233
234
235
236
237
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242
243
244
245
246
247
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249
250
251
252
253
254
255
256
257
258
259
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Mary R. Hubbard
S. Aldrich
M.A. Maynard
S.P.R.
Anna R. Blake
Ellen M. Prescott
J.M. Cummings
Nancy Fay
M. Jane Davis
D.R. Crandell
E.M. Burleigh
Sarah Chafee
Adeline Perry
Lydia E. Chase
J.A. Fuller
Sarah Prentice
Emily Prentice
H.N. Fairbanks
Mrs. A. Crowl
Dwight Tracy
J.S. Perry
Isaac Norcross
M.A.W. Johnson
Mrs. C.I.H. Nichols

Hopkinton MA
Feltonville MA
Feltonville MA
Monmouth ME
Monmouth ME

Worcester
Upton MA

Worcester
Worcester
Oxford MA
Leominster MA

Worcester
Worcester
Worcester
Worcester
Worcester
Worcester
Worcester
Worcester
Worcester
Worcester
Salem OH

Charles Calistus Burleigh
E.A. Parrington
Mrs. Parrington
Harriet F. Hunt
Chas F. Hovey

Friend Lucretia Mott
Susan Fuller
Thomas Earle
Alice Earle
Martha B. Earle
Anne H. Southwick
Joseph A. Howland
Adeline H. Howland
O.T. Harris
Julia T. Harris
John M. Spear
E.J. Alden
E.D. Draper
D.R.P. Hewitt
L.G. Wilkins
J.H. Binney
Mary Adams
Anna T. Draper
Josephine Reglar
Anna Goulding
Adeline S. Greene
Silence Bigelow
A. Wyman
L.H. Ober
Betsey F. Lawton
Emma Parker

Brattleboro VT
Plainfield CT

Worcester
Worcester
Boston
Boston
Philadelphia
Worcester
Worcester
Worcester
Worcester
Worcester
Worcester
Worcester
Worcester
Worcester
Boston
Hopedale
Salem MA
Salem MA
Worcester
Worcester
Worcester

Chepachet RI
Philadelphia
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264
265
266
267

Olive W. Hastings
Silas Smith
Asenath Fuller
Denney M.F. Walker
Eunice D.F. Pierce
Elijah Houghton

Lancaster MA (error?)
IO
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October 24: William Cooper Nell sent a telegram to Frederick Douglass, at a cost to the antislavery movement of $1.95.
The 2d day of the national women’s rights convention in the auditorium of Brinley Hall at 340 Main Street in
Worcester, where the Commerce Office Building now stands, with some thousand people in attendance.

READ ABOUT THIS MEETING
FEMINISM
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Waldo Emerson to his journal:
Now that the civil engineer is fairly established, I think we
must have one day a naturalist in every village as invariably
as a lawyer or doctor.... The universal impulse toward natural
science in the last twenty years promises this practical issue.
And how beautiful would be the profession. C.T. Jackson, John
L. Russell, Henry Thoreau, George Bradford and John Lesley would
find their employment. All questions answered for stipulated
fees; and on the other hand, new information paid for, as a
newspaper office pays for news.

GEORGE PARTRIDGE BRADFORD
A family of three, the William Harris family, while fleeing the United States of America, had taken passage
on a barge headed up the Erie Canal as part of their journey toward Canada. As the barge approached Syracuse
NY, the white crew resolved upon a little joke. The father was falsely warned that the slave catchers were
waiting for him. He jumped from the barge to the tow-path, and there slit his throat while his wife grabbed up
their child and plunged into the canal. (The account I have seen of this incident neglected to mention whether
any member of the family survived, so presumably what was intended was that both mother and child of course
drowned.)
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November: From this month until June of the following year, Elizabeth Oakes Smith would be providing a series of
ten articles to Horace Greeley’s Tribune under the title “Woman and Her Needs.”
FEMINISM

November 2: Caroline H. Dall wrote an open letter to Paulina Wright Davis, the president of the Worcester
Convention, about prostitution. Even before this convention had begun, John Milton Earle had editorialized in
the Massachusetts Spy that the existence of widespread prostitution in American cities was the strongest
possible argument for woman’s rights. At the convention, the address by Abby Price would follow along a line
similar to the one argued in Dall’s letter. Friend Lucretia Mott would deliver a tribute to Sarah Tyndale’s work
among the prostitutes of Philadelphia, and the Reverend William Henry Channing, the Convention’s vice
president, also would speak in this regard.
FEMINISM

An issue of Chambers’ Edinburgh Journal:

CHAMBERS’ EDINBURGH JOURNAL
ISSUE OF NOVEMBER 2
November 8: Eugene Ring decided to spend the winter in Panama, and to return in the spring to the mines in California.
He embarked in San Francisco on the barque Powhatten.
Caroline H. Dall’s open letter to Mrs. Paulina Wright Davis, president of the Worcester Convention, appeared
in The Liberator:
Every thing is dangerous that has efficacy and vigor for its characteristics;
nothing is safe but mediocrity.
— Sydney Smith

I do not know, my dear Mrs. Davis, whether you will thank me for
addressing to you the words of encouragement which I find it
necessary to give to the movement lately commenced at Worcester.
But it is because I feel grateful to you, whom I do not
personally know, that I find it necessary to do so. I thank you
for the able, prudent and graceful address with which you opened
the Convention. It is of immense importance that an effort of
this kind should be made in a spirit of gentleness, which shall
give the immediate lie to the slanders most probable concerning
it. The popular idea of such a movement is, that woman expects
to be reinstated in her rights by trampling upon man’s — that
nothing can be claimed for her but what is stolen from him. The
truth is, that woman desires merely to be left free to act
according to the demands of her nature, as man is; and she
desires this, not for her sake, merely, but for his. She desires
it for no individual and selfish gratification, but because well
convinced that the great work of civilization cannot, otherwise,
go on; that the world will suffer, and its spirit grow blustering
and ‘mannish’ for lack of the feminine elements. What she wants
is not woman’s rights, but human rights; not power for herself,
but for her race. The popular idea is, that the women immediately
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engaged in this reform expect to reap personal advantages from
it. The truth is, that a more thankless task was never undertaken
than theirs.
Women are shocked at those of their own sex, who speak freely
of the social evils which grow out of the present condition of
affairs, and husbands, brothers and lovers talk to those who
love them best, as if no better motive than the love of notoriety
could ever lead to such a result. No — it is our stern duty to
insist upon the privilege of an education for women yet to be
born, which we can never share; to claim that control over our
own earning which we are, few of us, in a condition to profit
by; to bear witness to an influence which the world needs,
without ever hoping for a wide opportunity to exert it. And I
am well aware that, in spite of the womanly tone that I desire
we should preserve in doing this, there will be moments when,
for the sake of our down-trodden and suffering sisters, we must
needs speak stern and bitter truth. I am especially anxious that
those who feel as if bound to speak in this matter should show
themselves womanly and delicate, and capable of fulfilling, as
they should be fulfilled, the duties of mother, wife and sister.
Let no slattern seek the public gaze, claiming for a wider sphere
of duty, when it may be easily seen that she is not faithful to
the narrow field lying just about her. Let no scolding wife, nor
impatient mother, bring her neglected home and moaning little
ones before our view, by crying out for a license that she has
already taken.
It does not seem to be generally understood that a woman’s duty
is determined by what are popularly called her rights. Men are
little aware how much woman would help them bear the burden of
life, if they had not themselves prescribed for her so low an
ideal. It is the low ideal of woman’s nature which prevails in
society, that lies at the bottom of the most serious evils in
it. I do not mean at this moment, snatched from hours of
suffering which unfit me for any thorough discussion of the
subject, to speak at length of woman’s possibilities; to assert
that her intellect may climb like Lucifer, yet never fall; that
her voice may quell a political storm, yet never grow harsh or
noisy; for I hold such questions to be of small importance. When
we have given to women all the advantages of education, and the
same freedom of action which are given to men, it will be time
enough to discuss what they may naturally become. We cannot
contravene the laws of God. Let us leave woman free; and if, in
her first efforts to go alone, she trip like the nursling just
out of her arms, there is no fear that she will perserveringly
attempt a work for which she is too weak, or desire a field of
action unsuited to her natural powers. Those who are contented
with the present condition of the sex, need not dread any thing
that may come after. Many women who have no desire for political
influence, might be driven to exert it, if they found they could
defeat a Fugitive Slave Bill, but no harm can come of investing
them with open and sacred responsibility in regard to matters
over which they now have a secret and dangerous power.
First of all, I am desirous that the women of this country should
claim fitting provision for their own education. It is a stale
truth now, that the safety of a republic depends upon the
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intelligence of its citizens; for the time is coming when the
means of education, being wholly inefficient, the welfare of
this republic, and the character of its citizens, will depend
chiefly upon its mothers. Few persons know how difficult it is
for a woman to procure an education. What is barely possible to
wealth, is wholly impossible to poverty. Even men who teach
mathematics and the languages to both sexes, teach them
superficially to women, and take no pains to lay a solid
foundation for such superstructures as they may afterward wish
to rear. I speak from experience, for no money was spent on my
own education, and I am, to this hour, daily mortified by its
insufficiency, and the bad modes of investigation into which I
was allowed to fall. If the poorer class of females in a
community could receive a good education, they would be able to
earn a living more successfully than they are now, and many of
them would be spared lives of ignominy and sin. Now that the
laws of Massachusetts have been somewhat altered with regard to
property, I think that the subject next in importance is that
of the rates of remuneration paid to women. It seems to me that
the men and women in this country should imperatively demand,
that when women do the same work as men, and are even
acknowledged to do it better, they should be paid at the same
rate. Why I feel particularly interested in this matter, will
partly appear from the following remarks.
In every large city, there is a class of women, whose existence
is a terror and reproach to the land in which they are born;
whose name no modest woman is supposed to know; whose very breath
is thought to poison the air of the sanctuary. I pass over the
fact, so generally ignored, that there is a class of men
corresponding to these women, and far viler in the sight of God,
I doubt not. I avoid dwelling on the social death which is the
lot of these miserable creatures, and which is often the reward
of their first efforts for a better life. I know that many whom
I love will blame me bitterly for speaking on this subject at
all, but that blame I must bear as God permits, for I feel bound
to draw your attention to a few facts. Whatever elevates woman
will diminish this class; but proper remuneration for her labor
would draw many from it at once, almost all, in fact, who had
not reached the lowest deep. Most women, –if they dare to think
about them at all,– suppose that these miserable creatures are
always the victims of their own bad natures, or want of
principle; that they find their life a life of pleasure, and
that they would not forsake it if they could, unless under the
influence of religious conviction. If such thinkers would study
their own unpolluted natures more closely, they would understand
the position of the despised class far better than they do; and
the more intelligent and religious they themselves become, the
more distinctly will they perceive, that to undertake the
regeneration of such, is imperatively the duty of the women
rather than the men of the community.
The facts of the matter, for which I refer you to Duchatelet in
Paris, and James Talbot and Dr. Ryan in London, are these: —
Nine-tenths of the women of this class in any community will be
found to consist of two sub-divisions. First, those who are born
to this life as naturally and inevitably as the robin is born
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to cleave the air. Of such are foundlings, orphans, and the
children of the extremely poor, whose habits of lodging are
fatal to modesty, in most instances. Second, those who began
life honestly, but were compelled to sell themselves for bread.
Of such are young exposed persons afraid to die, widows with
large families dependent upon them, and single women burdened
with the care of the infirm or aged. Many of this class have
been known to leave this wretched life for months together, when
it became possible for them to earn what is called an honest
livelihood. Again, instead of leading a life of pleasure, such
women suffer intensely, and twelve out of every fifteen examined
testify, that they could not sustain its physical horrors
without their daily dram. It is stated on good authority, that
the strongest constitutions sink under this life in less than
three years, and the cases are numerous in which, after a much
shorter period, the victim commits suicide.
I have stated these facts to show that no woman will remain in
this life who can quit it, that there is hope for those who will
hold out hope to them, and to show that inadequate remuneration
for honest labor is one great reason why their number is so
large. In making this statement, I depend not merely on the
statistics published at Paris and London, but on my own
observation in New England. Many persons imagine that the
horrors detailed of foreign cities find no parallel here. This
is not true. The public sense of decorum in Boston drives vice
into close corners, but terrible indeed would be the revelation
that a Duchatelet of our own must make. Passing the other evening
through a street at the North end of the city, I saw three
children, under ten years of age, cuddled close together for
warmth, and sound asleep on the brick pavement, at the base of
building erected to store flour. Returning, at a late hour, I
found, not far from them, three of the most wretched of the women
alluded to. They were scantily clothed and starving. Their
breaths bore witness that, even in this extremity, they had
preferred their daily dram to their daily bread; yet such was
their eagerness for food and rest, that they almost clutched the
garments of passers by.
These children slept and these women walked within the compass
of the Swedish singer’s voice [Jenny Lind], and many times that
night, as the latter trod their dreary round, her clear notes
swelled full upon their ears, the waves of her spiritual song
floated round their dishonored heads, like dreams of their fargone childhood, and the wonderful echo of the Herdsman’s Song
thrilled through the soul of more than one, I doubt not, like
the cattle-call of her early companions, or the twittering of
the swallows under the eaves of her home. These women had no
roof to call their own, and the children who slept under God’s
unwinking eye on that cold stone, inherit their homelessness and
their sin. Such women are redeemable, and better wages or a
better education would save thousands from their fate. Need I
say any more to induce women to strain every nerve to secure
these two ends, at least?
It has been no small satisfaction to see that the presses which
had least sympathy with the late movement, have reported
respectfully the proceedings of the Convention. It has pained
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me not a little to find that a paper like the Christian Inquirer
should take a different tone in this matter, and refuse to
believe that any lofty motive could have brought the pioneers
in this work together. The Inquirer says that woman has ‘long
possessed’ an equality with man. I commend that sentence to the
serious consideration of the editor whose superscription it
bears. It seems to me that he never could have written it, if
he had seen as much of human misery as I have, if he had known
what are the rights and duties of the women of the lower classes.
I can understand how a woman, delicately reared and carefully
protected from the rough blasts of this world, may feel, in her
selfish life, but little sympathy with me in this matter; but
how a minister of the gospel, or any Christian man, conversant
with the bitter realities of New York and Boston, can speak
harshly of any honest effort for a change, I know not. Least of
all do I understand how one, who has heard the voice of Lucretia
Mott or Elizabeth Fry, can believe that every woman who speaks
in public weakens the position and influences of her sex. Why
can he not understand the injustice of one sex prescribing the
sphere and duties of the other? What would be thought of the
woman, I wonder, who should so prescribe for man? Nay, God made
Elizabeth Barrett to write poetry; Jenny Lind He marvelously
gifted to sing it; but Lucretia Mott He just as much gifted to
urge on an erring race the doctrines of personal holiness, the
duty of personal philanthropy.
Forgive me if I intrude upon your time, and continue to help all
who are interested in this matter to be at once true to
themselves and generous to others; acting calmly and quietly,
yet nevertheless energetically, according to their highest
convictions.
CAROLINE W.H. DALL
Boston, Nov. 2, 1850.
November 8 –50: The stillness of the woods & fields is remarkable at this season of the year. There
is not even the chirp (creak) of a cricket to be heard. Of myriads of dry shrub-oak leaves, not one rustles. Your
own breath can rustle them, yet the breath of heaven does not suffice to.– The trees have the aspect of waiting
for winter The autumnal leaves have lost their color –they are now truly sere & dead –and the woods wear a
somber color. Summer & harvest are over. The hickories –birches –chestnuts, no less than the maples have lost
their leaves– The sprouts which had shot up so vigorously to repair the damage which the choppers had done
have stopped short for the winter– Everything stands silent and expectant. If I listen I hear only the note of a
chicadee –our most common and I may say native bird –most identified with our forests –or perchance the
scream of a jay –or perchance from the solemn depths of these woods –I hear tolling far away the knell of one
departed. Thought comes to fill the vacuum– As you walk however the partridge [Ruffed Grouse Bonasa
umbellus (Partridge)] still bursts away. The silent dry almost leafeless –certainly fruitless woods. You wonder
what cheer that bird can find in them. The partridge bursts away from the root of a shrub-oak like its own dry
fruit, immortal bird! This sound still startles us. Dry golden rods now turned grey & white lint our clothes as
We walk. And the drooping downy seed vessels of the epilobium remind us of the summer– Perchance you will
meet with a few solitary asters in the dry fields with a little color left. The sumack is stripped of everything but
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its cone of red berries

This is a peculiar season –peculiar for its stillness –the crickets have ceased their song. The few birds are well
nigh silent– The tinted & gay leaves are now sere and dead and the woods wear a sombre aspect. A carpet of
snow under the pines & shrub-oaks will make it look more cheerful– Very few plants have now their
spring But thoughts still spring in man’s brain. There are no flowers nor berries to speak of. The grass begins
to die at top– In the morning it is stiff with frost. Ice has been discovered in somebody’s tub very early this
morn of the thickness of a dollar. The flies are betwixt life & death. The wasps come into the houses & settle
on the walls & windows All insects go into crevices. The fly is entangled in a web and struggles vainly to
escape –but there is no spider to secure him– The corner of the pane is a deserted camp.
When I lived in the woods the wasps came by thousands to my lodge in November –as to winter quarters, and
settled on my –windows & on the walls over my head sometimes deterring visitors from entering– Each
morning when they were numbed with cold I swept some of them out. But I did not trouble myself to get rid of
them they never molested me, though they bedded with me –and they gradually disappeared into what crevices
I do not know.– avoiding winter
I saw a squash-bug go slowly behind a clapboard to avoid winter –as some of these melon-seeds come up in the
garden again in the spring –so some of these squash bugs come forth– The flies are for a long time in a
somnambulic state– They have too littl energy or vis vitae to clean their wings or heads which are covered with
dust. They buzz and bump their heads against the windows or lie on their backs and that is all –two or three
short spurts– One of these mornings we shall hear that Mr Minot had to break the ice to water his cow. And so
it will go on till the ground freezes. If the race had never lived through a winter what would they think was
coming?
Walden Pond has at last fallen a little– It has been so high over the stones quite into the bushes that walkers
have been excluded from it. There has been no accessible shore– All Ponds have been high– The water stood
higher than usual in the distant ponds which I visited & had never seen before. It has been a peculiar season. At
Goose-Pond I notice that the birches of one years growth from the stumps standing in the water are all dead
apparently killed by the water –unless like the pine they die down after springing from the stump.
It is warm somewhere anyday in the year– You will find some nook in the woods generally at midforenoon of
the most blustering day where you may forget the cold. I used to resort to the North east shore of Walden where
the sun reflected from the pine woods on the stoney shore made it as warm as a fireside. It is so much pleasanter
and wholsomer to be warmed by the sun when you can than by a fire.
I saw today a double reflection on the pond of the cars passing –one beneath the other –occasioned –by a bright
rippled streak on the surface of the water from which a second reflection sprang.
One who would study lichens must go into a new country where the rocks have not been burned.
Therien says that the Canadians say March-donc to their horses–
And that the acid fruit must be spelled painbéna– He says that the French acre or arpent is 10 perches by 10 of
18 ft each

1851
Angelina Emily Grimké Weld attended the Woman’s Rights Convention in Rochester, New York.
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The current Ohio Constitution was adopted.
At the Women’s Rights Convention in Akron, Ohio, Amelia Bloomer urged a new costume for liberated
women15 and Sojourner Truth allegedly originated her magnificent trademark “Ain’t I a Woman?”
peroration.16
FEMINISM

15. The “bloomer dress” was designed by Elizabeth Smith Miller and modeled by Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Lucy Stone, and Susan
B. Anthony. Its popular name came from the fact that Amelia Bloomer had recommended it in the Lily, her temperance newspaper.

The costume, involving ankle-length pantaloons, a knee-length skirt, and a loosely belted tunic, was more or less a compromise
between a chador and a jumpsuit, and to today’s eyes seems hardly more ridiculous than the getups that men wear to the office to
protect themselves from each other. Note that the upper part of the costume was left to the discretion of the wearer:

A skirt reaching to about half-way between the knees
and the ankles and not very full. Underneath the skirt
trousers moderately full, and in fair weather coming
down to the ankle and there gathered in with an elastic
band. The shoes or slippers to suit the occasion. For
winter or wet weather the trousers should be fastened
under the top of a boot reaching three or four inches
above the ankle. This boot might be sloped gracefully
at the upper edge and trimmed with fur or embroidery
according to the taste of the wearer, the material
might be cloth or morocco, and waterproof if desired.
There is in existence a wax doll in this costume, which was the plaything of a Quaker girl in Pennsylvania in 1851. Those who mock
the “Bloomer” costume should reflect that the contemporary apparatus of horsehair, crinoline, wire, and whalebone not to mention
cane rods, which the Bloomers replaced, in some cases weighed all of 39 pounds, and required as much as 25 yards
of fabric to drape, and created a fire hazard because one could easily brush one’s skirts against a lighted candle.
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The 2d National Woman’s Rights Convention was held in Worcester, Massachusetts; celebrities new to the list
of endorsers included educator Horace Mann, New-York Tribune columnist Elizabeth Oakes Smith, and the
Reverend Harry Ward Beecher, one of the nation’s most popular preachers. Public Friend Lucretia Mott
presided. The Westminster Review published John Stuart Mill’s article, “On the Enfranchisement of Women”
(Mill would later acknowledge that the piece had been the work of his companion, Harriet Hardy Taylor).
Myrtilla Minder opened the 1st school to train black women as teachers, in Washington DC.
Although, for the 1st year of its existence, the faculty of the new Female Medical College of Pennsylvania at
227 Arch Street in Philadelphia had been all male, at this point Hannah Longshore, who had been tutored in
medicine before her enrollment, was selected as a demonstrator in anatomy and listed as a faculty member.
FEMINISM

16. Donna Haraway has pointed out, however, that the transcription of the famous “And a’n’t I a woman?” peroration was one made
by a white man with no credentials to transcribe an Afro-American English verbal performance, and that the result of this
transcription was

a white abolitionist’s imagined idiolect of The Slave,
the supposedly archetypal black plantation slave of
the South, ...the falsely specific, imagined language
that represented the “universal” language of slaves to
the literate abolitionist public.
It is this, Haraway offers, which

is the language that has come down to us as Sojourner
Truth’s “authentic” words. This counterfeit language,
undifferentiated into the many Englishes spoken in the
New World, reminds us of a hostile notion of
difference, one that sneaks the masterful unmarked
categories in through the back door in the guise of the
specific, which is made to be not disruptive or
deconstructive, but typical. The undifferentiated
black slave could figure for a humanist abolitionist
discourse, and its descendants on the walls of women’s
studies offices, an ideal type, a victim (hero), a kind
of plot space for the abolitionists’ actions, a special
human, not one that could bind up the whole people
through
her
unremitting
figuring
of
critical
difference — that is, not an unruly agent preaching her
own unique gospel of displacement as the ground of
connection.
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Elizabeth Oakes Smith began lecturing in New-York, the 1st woman to lecture on the lyceum circuit, and by
fall would have several engagements in New England.
FEMINISM

When she would come to Concord, Henry Thoreau would be rather disappointed at the way this feminist was
carrying herself. It would seem to him that the lecturer was in effect playing all the angles, her mouth asking
for equal treatment while her deportment was presuming the sort of male fawning that passes in this world for
gentlemanliness — a sort of male fawning that he in particular found peculiarly obnoxious.17
Late in the year: Late in the year, Elizabeth Oakes Smith’s WOMAN AND HER NEEDS, which had appeared as articles
in Horace Greeley’s Tribune, would be republished by Fowler and Wells in pamphlet form.
FEMINISM

17. It is interesting to note that when another feminist lecturer would arrive in Concord later –Caroline Dall, the wife of a college
chum of his– he would not at all experience this sort of personal difficulty, but would be instead engaged and intrigued.
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October 14, Tuesday: Waldo Emerson to his journal:
Today is holden [sic] at Worcester the “Woman’s Convention.”
I think that, as long as they have not equal rights of property
& right of voting, they are not on a right footing. But this
wrong grew out of the savage & military period, when, because a
woman could not defend herself, it was necessary that she should
be assigned to some man who was paid for guarding her. Now in
more tranquil & decorous times it is plain she should have her
property, &, when she marries, the parties should as regards
property, go into a partnership full or limited, but explicit
& recorded. For the rest, I do not think a woman’s convention,
called in the spirit of this at Worcester, can much avail. It is
an attempt to manufacture public opinion, & of course repels all
persons who love the simple & direct method. I find the Evils
real & great. If I go from Hanover street to Atkinson street —
as I did yesterday— what hundreds of extremely ordinary, paltry,
hopeless women I see, whose plight is piteous to think of. If it
were possible to repair the rottenness of human nature, to
provide a rejuvenescence, all were well, & no special reform,
no legislation would be needed. For, as soon as you have a sound
& beautiful woman, a figure in the style of the Antique Juno,
Diana, Pallas, Venus, & the Graces, all falls into place, the
men are magnetised, heaven opens, & no lawyer need be called in
to prepare a clause, for woman moulds the lawgiver. I should
therefore advise that the Woman’s Convention should be holden
[sic] in the Sculpture Gallery, that this high remedy might be
suggested. “Women,” Plato says, “are the same as men in faculty,
only less.” I find them all victims of their temperament.
“I never saw a woman who did not cry,” said E. [Ellery
Channing?] Nature’s end of maternity —maternity for twenty
years— was of so supreme importance, that it was to be secured
at all events, even to the sacrifice of the highest beauty.
Bernhard told Margaret that every woman (whatever she says,
reads, or writes) is thinking of a husband. And this excess of
temperament remains not less in Marriage. Few women are sane.
They emit a coloured atmosphere, one would say, floods upon
floods of coloured light, in which they walk evermore, & see all
objects through this warm tinted mist which envelopes them. Men
are not, to the same degree, temperamented; for there are
multitudes of men who live to objects quite out of them, as to
politics, to trade, to letters, or an art, unhindered by any
influence of constitution.

This convention in Worcester being written about by Emerson above was the 2nd National Woman’s Rights
Convention, the 1st such convention having taken place in the previous year. He had been invited, but had
declined. A history says that “literary figures from Boston” graced the platform, and we wonder who that
would have been since obviously it did not include this Where’s-Waldo, or Henry Thoreau, or Nathaniel
Hawthorne or Ellery Channing. We know that Frederick Douglass addressed the convention, but suspect that
the white people would not have characterized him as a “literary figure from Boston.” During this convention
there was an outburst of male-bashing, and in the audience Abby Kelley Foster stood up to dramatically
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caution them about this, dragging in the male bloody foot, declaring that
...for fourteen years I have advocated this cause by
my daily life. Bloody feet, sisters, have worn smooth
the path by which you have come hither.
On this date a type of telegraph-line insulator was patented by John M. Batchelder:

TELEGRAPHY

October 14, Tuesday: Down the R R. before sun rise A freight train in the Deep Cut. the sun rising
over the woods.– When the vapor from the engine rose above the woods the level rays of the rising sun fell on
it it presented the same redness–morning red–inclining to saffron which the clouds in the eastern horizon do.
There was but little wind this morning yet I heard the telegraph harp–it does not require a strong wind to wake
its strings–it depends more on its direction & the tension of the wire apparently–a gentle but steady breeze will
often call forth its finest strains when a strong but unsteady gale–blowing at the wrong angle withal fails to elicit
any melodious sound.
In the psychological world there are phenomena analogous to what zoologists call alternate reproduction in
which it requires several generations unlike each other to produce the perfect animal– Some men’s lives are but
an aspiration–a yearning toward a higher state–and they are wholly misapprehended–until they are referred to
or traced through all their metamorphoses. We cannot pronounce upon a man’s intellectual & moral state until
we forsee what metamorphosis it is preparing him for.
It is said that “the working bees – – are barren females. The attributes of their sex – – seem to consist only in
their solicitude for the welfare of the new generation, of which they are the natural guardians, but not the
parents.” Agassiz & Gould. This phenomenon is paralleled in man by maiden aunts & bachelor uncles who
perform a similar function.
“The muskrat,” according to Agassiz & Gould, “is found from the mouth of Mackenzie’s River to Florida”
It is moreover of a type peculiar to temperate America. He is a native american surely. He neither dies of
Consumption in New England nor of Fever & ague at the south & west–thoroughly acclimated & naturalized.
“The hyenas, wild-boars, and rhinoceroses of the Cape of Good Hope, have no analogues on the American
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continent”– At the last menagerie I visited they told me that one of the hyenas came from S america!
There is something significant and interesting in the fact that the fauna of Europe and that of the United States
are very similar–pointing to the fitness of this country for the settlement of Europeans.
They say “There are many species of animals whose numbers are daily diminishing, and whose extinction may
be foreseen; as the Canada deer (Wapiti), the Ibex of the Alps, the Lämmergeyer, the bison, the beaver, the wildturkey, &c.” With these of course is to be associated the Indian.
They say that the house-fly has followed man in his migrations.
One would say that the Yankee belonged properly to the northern temperate Fauna–the region of the pines.
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December 31: In North Africa, Heinrich Barth viewed Ngaljam Demmo.

Henry Thoreau observed the thawing sand/clay bank in the “Deep Cut” of the railroad leading to Walden Pond
and for the first time linked it to his botanical studies. He saw “perfect leopard paws,” the springing forth of
the earth, in the bank. “There is nothing inorganic.”
Douglas R. Anderson, on page 309 of his A HOUSE UNDIVIDED, has pointed out in regard to Thoreau’s
experience of the thawing railroad embankment “Deep Cut” on this day, that Thoreau here is not to be
conceptualized as being in Nature’s cloaca, watching the formation of excrement, but in her womb, watching
the formation of the forms of leaves, the forms of fingers, of the “great central life” to which “all animal and
vegetable life is merely parasitic.” If Thoreau the artist here is anything, Anderson points out, he is midwife,
he is stationed at the deeply cleft portal through which new life emerges.18

18.

Douglas R. Anderson. A HOUSE UNDIVIDED: DOMESTICITY AND COMMUNITY IN AMERICAN LITERATURE.
Cambridge: Cambridge UP, 1990
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WALDEN: Few phenomena gave me more delight than to observe the forms
which thawing sand and clay assume in flowing down the sides of a deep
cut on the railroad through which I passed on my way to the village, a
phenomenon not very common on so large a scale, though the number of
freshly exposed banks of the right material must have been greatly
multiplied since railroads were invented. The material was sand of every
degree of fineness and of various rich colors, commonly mixed with a
little clay. When the frost comes out in the spring, and even in a
thawing day in the winter the sand begins to flow down the slopes like
lava, sometimes bursting out through the snow and overflowing it where
no sand was to be seen before. Innumerable little streams overlap and
interlace one with another, exhibiting a sort of hybrid product, which
obeys half way the law of currents, and half way that of vegetation. As
it flows it takes the forms of sappy leaves or vines, making heaps of
pulpy sprays a foot or more in depth, and resembling, as you look down
on them, the laciniated lobed and imbricated thalluses of some lichens;
or you are reminded of coral, of leopards’ paws or birds’ feet, of brains
or lungs or bowels, and excrements of all kinds. It is a truly grotesque
vegetation, whose forms and color we see imitated in bronze, a sort of
architectural foliage more ancient and typical than acanthus, chiccory,
ivy, vine, or any vegetable leaves; destined perhaps, under some
circumstances, to become a puzzle to future geologists. The whole cut
impressed me as if it were a cave with its stalactites laid open to the
light. The various shades of the sand are singularly rich and agreeable,
embracing the different iron colors, brown, gray, yellowish, and
reddish. When the flowing mass reaches the drain at the foot of the bank
its spreads out flatter into strands, the separate streams losing their
semi-cylindrical form and gradually becoming more flat and broad,
running together as they are more moist, till they form an almost flat
sand, still variously and beautifully shaded, but in which you can trace
the original forms of vegetation; till at length, in the water itself,
they are converted into banks, like those formed off the mouths of
rivers, and the forms of vegetation are lost in the ripple marks on the
bottom.
The whole bank, which is from twenty to forty feet high, is sometimes
overlaid with a mass of this kind of foliage, or sandy rupture, for a
quarter of mile on one or both sides, the produce of one spring day.
What makes this sand foliage remarkable is its springing into existence
thus suddenly. When I see on the one side the inert bank, –for the sun
acts on one side first,– and on the other this luxuriant foliage, the
creation of an hour, I am affected as if in a peculiar sense I stood in
the laboratory of the Artist who made the world and me, –had come to
where he was still at work, sorting on this bank, and with excess of
energy strewing his fresh designs about. I feel as if I were nearer to
the vitals of the globe, for this sandy overflow is something such a
foliaceous mass as the vitals of the animal body. You find thus in the
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very sands an anticipation of the vegetable leaf. No wonder that the
earth expresses itself outwardly in leaves, it so labors with the idea
inwardly. The atoms have already learned this law, and are pregnant by
it. The overhanging leaf sees here its prototype. Internally whether in
the globe or animal body, it is a moist thick lobe, a word especially
applicable to the liver and lungs and the leaves of fat, , labor,
lapsus, to flow or slip downward, a lapsing; , globus, lobe, globe,
also lap, flap, and many other words,) externally a dry thin leaf, even
as the f and v are a pressed and dried b. The radicals of lobe lb, the
soft mass of the b (single lobed, or B, double lobed,) with a liquid l
behind it pressing it forward. In globe, glb, the guttural g adds to the
meaning the capacity of the throat. The feathers and wings of birds are
still drier and thinner leaves. Thus, also, you pass from the lumpish
grub in the earth to the airy and fluttering butterfly. The very globe
continually transcends and translates itself, and becomes winged in its
orbit. Even ice begins with delicate crystal leaves, as if it had flowed
into moulds which the fronds of water plants have impressed on the watery
mirror. The whole tree itself is but one leaf and rivers are still vaster
leaves whose pulp is intervening earth, and towns and cities are the ova
of insects in their axils.
When the sun withdraws the sand ceases to flow, but in the morning the
streams will start once more and branch and branch again into a myriad
of others. You here see perchance how blood vessels are formed. If you
look closely you observe that first there pushes forward from the
thawing mass a stream of softened sand with a drop-like point, like the
ball of the finger, feeling its way slowly and blindly downward, until
at last with more heat and moisture, as the sun gets higher, the most
fluid portion, in its effort to obey the law to which the most inert
also yields, separates from the latter and forms for itself a meandering
channel or artery within that, in which is seen a little silvery stream
glancing like lightning from one stage of pulpy leaves or branches to
another, and every and anon swallowed up in the sand. It is wonderful
how rapidly yet perfectly the sand organizes itself as it flows, using
the best material its mass affords to form the sharp edges of its
channel. Such are the sources of rivers. In the silicious matter which
the water deposits is perhaps the bony system, and in the still finer
soil and organic matter the fleshy fibre or cellular tissue. What is man
but a mass of thawing clay? The ball of the human finger is but a drop
congealed. The fingers and toes flow to their extent from the thawing
mass of the body. Who knows what the human body would expand and flow
out to under a more genial heaven? Is not the hand a spreading palm leaf
with its lobes and veins? The ear may be regarded, fancifully, as a
lichen, umbilicaria, on the side of the head, with its lobe or drop.
The lip (labium from labor (?)) laps or lapses from the sides of the
cavernous mouth. The nose is a manifest congealed drop or stalactite.
The chin is a still larger drop, the confluent drippings of the face.
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The cheeks are a slide from the brows into the valley of the face,
opposed and diffused by the cheek bones. Each rounded lobe of the
vegetable leaf, too, is a thick and now loitering drop, larger or
smaller; the lobes are the fingers of the leaf; and as many lobes as it
has, in so many directions it tends to flow, and more heat or other
genial influences would have caused it to flow yet farther.
Thus it seemed that this one hillside illustrated the principle of all
the operations of Nature. The Maker of this earth but patented a leaf.
What Champollion will decipher this hieroglyphic for us, that we may
turn over a new leaf at last? This phenomenon is more exhilarating to
me than the luxuriance and fertility of vineyards. True, it is somewhat
excrementitious in its character, and there is no end to the heaps of
liver lights and bowels, as if the globe were turned wrong side outward;
but this suggests at least that Nature has some bowels, and there again
is mother of humanity. This is the frost coming out of the ground; this
is Spring. It precedes the green and flowery spring, as mythology
precedes regular poetry. I know of nothing more purgative of winter
fumes and indigestions. It convinces me that Earth is still in her
swaddling clothes, and stretches forth baby fingers on every side. Fresh
curls springs from the baldest brow. There is nothing inorganic. These
foliaceous heaps lie along the bank like the slag of a furnace, showing
that Nature is “in full blast” within. The earth is not a mere fragment
of dead history, stratum upon stratum like the leaves of a book, to be
studied by geologists and antiquaries chiefly, but living poetry like
the leaves of a tree, which precede flowers and fruit, –not a fossil
earth, but a living earth; compared with whose great central life all
animal and vegetable life is merely parasitic. Its throes will heave our
exuviæ from their graves. You may melt your metals and cast them into
the most beautiful moulds you can; they will never excite me like the
forms which this molten earth flows out into. And not only it, but the
institutions upon it, are plastic like clay in the hands of the potter.
A few days after what Eric Wilson19 has referred to as this experience of an “aqueous epiphany” (marked by
his conclusion “True as Thales said –The world was made out of water– that is the principle of all things”)
Thoreau would get out his WALDEN manuscript and begin what we regard as his 4th or “D” draft.
Since Thoreau was to lecture on AN EXCURSION TO CANADA on this evening in Lincoln, it is plausible
to surmise –though we do not know– that his experience of the flowing forms of the Deep Cut may have
occurred while he was walking up the railroad tracks from Concord toward Lincoln to deliver this lecture.

19. “Thoreau, Thales, and the Distribution of Water” in The Concord Saunterer, New Series, Volume 6, 1998: 27-44
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Well, there seems to be confusion here. Did Thoreau lecture in Lincoln on December 30th or on December
31st? I have another note, that on the 31st he heard Elizabeth Oakes Smith lecture on “Womanhood” at the
Concord lyceum, that she asked him to carry her lecture to the hall with the result that afterward his pocket
smelled like cologne and he commented disapprovingly in his journal that “she was a woman in the too
common sense after all.”

December 31, Wednesday: The 3d warm day. now overcast and beginning to drizzle. Still it is
inspiriting as the brightest weather – though the sun surely is not agoing to shine, There is a latent light in the
mist – as if there were more electricity than usual in the air. These are warm foggy days in winter which excite
us.
It reminds me this thick spring like weather, that I have not enough valued and attended to the pure clarity
& brilliancy of the winter skies– Consider in what respects the winter sunsets differ from the summer ones.
Shall I ever in summer evenings see so celestial a reach of blue sky contrasting with amber as I have seen a few
days since– The day sky in winter corresponds for clarity to the night sky in which the stars shine & twinkle so
brightly in this latitude.
I am too late perhaps, to see the sand foliage in the deep cut – should have been there day before yesterday –
it is now too wet & soft.
Yet in some places it is perfect. I see some perfect leopard’s paws
These things suggest – that there is motion in the earth as well as on the surface; it lives & grows. It is warmed
& influenced by the sun – just as my blood by my thoughts. I seem to see some of the life that is in the spring
bud & blossom more intimately nearer its fountain head – the fancy sketches & designs of the artist. It is more
simple & primitive growth. As if for ages sand and clay might have thus flowed into the forms of foliage –
before plants were produced to clothe the earth. The earth I tread on is not a dead inert mass. It is a body – has
a spirit – is organic – and fluid to the influence of its spirit – and to whatever particle of that spirit is in me. She
is not dead but sleepeth. It is more cheering than the fertility & luxuriance of vineyards – this fundamental
fertility near to the principle of growth. To be sure it is somewhat foecal and stercoral–. So the poet’s creative
moment is when the frost is coming out in the spring – but as in the case of some too easy poets – if the weather
is too warm & rainy or long continued it becomes mere diarrhea – mud & clay relaxed. The poet must not have
something pass his bowels merely – that is women’s poetry.– He must have something pass his brain & heart
and bowels too, it may be, altogether.– so he gets delivered– There is no end to the fine bowels here exhibited
– heaps of liver – lights & bowels. Have you no bowels? Nature has some bowels. and there again she is mother
of humanity. Concord is a worthier place to live in – the globe is a worthier place for these creations This
slumbering life – that may wake. Even the solid globe is permeated by the living law. It is the most living of
creatures. No doubt all creatures that live on its surface are but parasites.
I observed this afternoon the old Irish woman at the shanty in the woods – sitting out on the hill side bare headed
in the rain & on the icy though thawing ground – knitting. She comes out like the ground squirrel at the least
intimation of warmer weather. She will not have to go far to be buried – so close she lives to the earth. –
While I walk still in a great coat & under an umbrella– Such Irish as these are naturalizing themselves at a rapid
rate – and threaten at last to displace the Yankees – as the latter have the Indians– The process of acclimation is
rapid with them they draw long breaths in the sick room. What must be the philosophy of life to that woman –
ready to flow down the slope with the running sand! Ah what would I not give for her point of view. She does
not use any ths in her style– Yet I fear that even she may have learned to lie.
There is a low mist in the woods– It is a good day to study lichens. The view so confined – it compels your
attention to near objects – & the white background reveals the disks of the lichens distinctly– They appear more
loose – flowing – expanded – flattened out – the colors brighter – for the damp– The round greenish yellow
lichens on the white pines loom through the mist (or are seen dimly) like shields – whose devices you would
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fain read. The trees appear all at once covered with this crop – of lichens & mosses of all kind – flat – & tearful
are some – distended by moisture– This is their solstice – and your eyes run swiftly through the mist to these
things only. On every fallen twig even that has lain under the snows – as well as on the trees, they appear erect
& now first to have attained their full expansion. Nature has a day for each of her creatures – her creations. To
day it is an exhibition of lichens at forest Hall– The livid green of some – the fruit of others. They eclipse the
trees they cover.– And the red – club pointed – (baobab tree like) on the stumps – the erythrean stumps.– ah
beautiful is decay. True as Thales said – The world was made out of water – that is the principle of all things.
I do not lay myself open to my friends!? The owner of the casket locks it, and unlocks it.
Treat your friends for what you know them to be – regard no surfaces– Consider not what they did, but what
they intended. Be sure as you know them, you are known of them again. Last night I treated my dearest friend
ill. Though I could find some excuse for mysellf, it is not such excuse as under the circumstances could be
pleaded in so many words– Instantly I blamed myself – & sought an opportunity to make atonement–; but the
friend avoided me, and with kinder feelings even than before I was obliged to depart– And now this morning I
feel that it is too late to speak of the trifle – and besides I doubt now in the cool morning, if I have a right to
suppose such intimate & serious relations as afford a basis for the apology I had conceived – for even
magnanimity must ask this poor earth for a field. The virtues even wait for invitation. Yet I am resolved to know
that one centrally – through thick & thin – and though we should be cold to one another – though we should
never speak to one another – I will know that inward & essential love may exist even under a superficial cold
– & that the law of attraction speaks louder than words. My true relation this instant shall be my apology for my
false relation the last instant.
I made haste to cast off my injustice as scurf– I own it least of anybody for I have absolutely done with it.
Let the idle & wavering & apologizing friend appropriate it. Methinks our estrangement is only like the
divergence of the branches which unite in the stem.
Last night I heard Mrs Oakes Smith lecture on Womanhood. The most important fact about the lecture was that
a woman said it – and in that respect it was suggestive.

Went to see her afterward. But the interview added nothing to the previous impression, rather subtracted.
She was a woman in the too common sense after all. You had to fire small charges– I did not have a finger in
once, for fear of blowing away all her works & so ending the game. You had to substitute courtesy for sense
& argument It requires nothing less than a chivalric feeling to sustain a conversation with a lady. I carried her
lecture for her in my pocket wrapped in her handkerchief – my pocket exhales cologne to this moment.
The championness of womans rights still asks you to be a ladies’ man– I can’t fire a salute even for fear some
of the guns may be shotted. I had to unshot all the guns in truth’s battery and fire powder & wadding only.
Certainly the heart is only for rare occasions – the intellect affords the most unfailing entertainment. It would
only do to let her feel the wind of the ball. I fear that to the last woman’s lectures will demand mainly courtesy
from man.
How deceptive the size of a large pine– Still as you approach it – even within a rod or two it looks only like
a reasonable stick – fit for a string piece perchance – the average size of trees one foot in diameter – big as a
keg or a half barrel it may be. Fit for the sill or the beams of an old fashioned house.– This you think is a
generous appreciation & allowance. Not till you stand close to its foot, upon one of its swelling insteps &
compare its diameter with the diameter of your own eyeballs, do you begin to discover its width. Stand by its
side & see how it shuts out a hemisphere from you. Why it is as wide as a front door. What a slender arrow – a
light shaft now that you stand a rod or two off– What a ballista – a battering ram – a mighty vegetable monster
– a cannon, near at hand! Now set a barrel aye a hogshead beside it. You apply your measures– The foot rule
seems suddenly shrunk. Your umbrella is but half as long as it was–
The pine I saw fall yesterday measured today 105 feet – & was about 94 years old–
There was one still larger lying beside it. 115 feet long – 96 yrs old – 4 feet diam– the longest way. The tears
were streaming from the sap wood – about 20 circles – of each. pure amber or pearly tears.
Through the drizzling fog now just before night-fall I see from the Cliffs the dark cones of pine trees that rise
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above the level of the tree tops – and can trace a few elm tree tops where a farm house hides beneath.
Denuded pines stand in the clearings with no old cloak to wrap about them. only the apexes of their cones entire
– telling a pathetic story of the companions that clothed them. So stands a man. It is clearing around him. He
has no companions on the hills– The lonely traveller looking up wonders why he was left when his companions
were taken.

Thoreau’s organicist poetics assumed that language has the
capacity to convey the truths of nature in a form manifesting
principles of growth and development homologous with those of
nature itself. Thoreau believed that such isomorphism between
the dynamics of nature and the dynamics of language could be
accomplished by “writers whose language was based in nature’s
primal power.” Philip F. Gura has shown that Thoreau’s “profound
interest in [the] contemporary philological theories” of Charles
Kraitsir and Richard Trench was motivated by his dream “to
return to the primitive analogical and derivative sense of
words.” The most celebrated example of Thoreau’s attempt to
translate nature’s tawny grammar into human language is the
“deep cut” passage in the “Spring” chapter of WALDEN, in which
Thoreau discusses floral-shaped sand flows emerging from a
thawing sand bank next to the railroad. This passage was largely
composed in 1853, and so was informed by the considerations and
accomplishments of Thoreau’s later career, although as part of
WALDEN it was integrated into a springtime context. The deep cut
passage is the most striking instance of Thoreau’s application
of glossology in his writing (glossology being the language
theory according to which the phonetic qualities of words
replicate with semantic significance the qualities and
principles of the natural objects of which they are signs).

1852
Newspaper editor Clara Howard Nichols addressed the Vermont Senate on the topic of women’s property
rights, a major issue for the suffragists.
FEMINISM
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During her visit to Thomas Carlyle in 1846 Margaret Fuller had commented
“I accept the universe”
and Carlyle seems to have overlooked the fact that Fuller was merely negating
the thesis of Ivan in THE BROTHERS KARAMAZOV, “I do not accept the world.”

Gad! She’d better!
When, in this year in Philadelphia at the first Women’s Rights Convention, Angelina Emily Grimké Weld’s
Quaker sister Sarah Moore Grimké proposed Fuller’s “Give me truth; cheat me by no illusion” as the motto of
the movement, she was proposing a motto very similar to this “I accept the universe” sentiment.
(Both Angelina and Sarah also contributed letters to be read at the Woman’s Rights Convention in Syracuse
NY in September 1852. Susan B. Anthony was in attendance at this convention. Elizabeth Oakes Smith’s
nomination as the convention’s president was rejected when she offended other ladies by displaying herself in
a dress which exposed her neck and her arms.)

During the same year, Susan B. Anthony was incorporating women’s rights into three other reform
movements: temperance, labor, and education. She was helping to organize the “Whole World’s Temperance
Convention” in New-York. (The “World’s Temperance Convention,” held in the same city, had refused to
recognize women delegates -— or “half” the world, as these women said.) That year, she also was helping a
group of Rochester, New York seamstresses draft a code outlining fair wages for working women in the city.
“The needle is the chain of woman, and has fettered her
more than the laws of the country.”
— Professor Maria Mitchell
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And, at a New York State Teacher’s Association meeting, also in Rochester, she was demanding that women
be allowed to participate in discussions formerly opened only to men.
FEMINISM
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1853
Florence Nightingale was appointed resident lady superintendent of a hospital for invalid women in Harley

Street, London.

In Philadelphia, Friend Ann Preston was appointed as professor of hygiene and physiology of the Female (later
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Woman’s) Medical College of Pennsylvania.

FEMINISM

(Emeline Horton, who eventually would succeed Friend Ann as dean of Female Medical College in 1872 –and
would be buried beside her– was in this year completing her undergraduate education at Oberlin College.)
On the occasion of the World’s Fair in New-York, suffragists held a meeting in the Broadway Tabernacle.
This would go down in history as “The Mob Convention,” marred by “hissing, yelling, stamping, and all
manner of unseemly interruptions.”
SEXISM

The World’s Temperance Convention was held, also in New-York. Women delegates, including the Reverend
Antoinette Brown and Friend Susan B. Anthony, were not allowed to speak.
Antoinette Brown (later Blackwell) was the first US woman to be ordained as a minister in a Protestant
denomination, serving two First Congregational Churches in New York.
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February 1, Tuesday: Paulina Wright Davis’s The Una began publication out of Providence, Rhode Island and
Washington DC:

The masthead proclaimed it “A Paper Devoted to the Elevation of Women.” This was among the 1st such
periodicals (Amelia Bloomer had begun her temperance newspaper The Lily in 1849) and was definitely the

1st to be owned, edited, and published by a woman. The periodical would be printed for a couple of years
before collapsing in 1855 due to lack of funds.
FEMINISM

April 5, Tuesday: Michigan signed a contract with the Fairbanks Scale Company to dig a canal at the Soo.
The Syracuse Daily Standard attempted to understand why women’s wages were so low. The problem can only
be due to the fact that American women are so ignorant and/or supine (see following screen).
SEXISM
SEWING
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Generally there were four groups of needlewomen. At the highestpaid stratum stood the dressmakers, who earned as much as $1.00
a day. Their apprentices usually earned nothing for the first
six months of training and had to board themselves; some had to
pay the dressmakers $10 to $15 for the “privilege” of learning
the trade. All too often, apprentices never advanced to
dressmaker and spent their lives toiling at the lowest wages.
So-called journeymen formed the largest group of needlewomen.
They worked fourteen to sixteen hours a day, usually sewing
garments in their hovels, then returned the finished products at
the close of each week. Conditions varied from city to city, but
nearly all wages remained low. During an especially long work
week in Cincinnati, needlewomen might earn only ninety cents.
Market prices generally rose from 1848 to 1854, while wages fell.
Work that had earned about ninety-two cents in 1844 paid only
about thirty-eight cents the following year. Typical of the most
oppressed workers, only scattered strikes developed against
these deplorable conditions.
Unable to support themselves and their families, many of these
needlewomen resorted to prostitution. Samuel Joseph May bitterly
remarked that while her “base, heartless seducer” escaped the
villainy he deserved, society rejected his poor victim as a
fallen woman. He believed that for all their vaunted praise of
women, Americans possessed about as much real respect for them
as “slaveholders feel for their slaves.” As the feminist
Caroline H. Dall scornfully observed, the nation had given the
needlewomen the miserable options of “death or dishonor.”
...In an attempt to head off unionization of city needlewomen,
the Syracuse Daily Standard ... explained that with so many
marginally trained women seeking the same tailoring jobs, wages
had to fall: “The law of supply and demand which God has
established in the affairs of civilized society inevitably makes
slaves of all who either ignorantly or supinely submit
themselves to its relentless curse.” The paper advised its
readers that women, like boys, must be told to turn their
attention to industries short of workers, conveniently ignoring
the fact that women could not obtain other training because of
popular prejudices against working women.
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CAROLINE H. DALL

April 5: The bluebird comes to us bright in his vernal dress as a bridegroom. (Cleared up at noon,
making a day and a half of rain.) Has he not got new feathers then? Brooks20 says “the greater number of birds
renew their plumage in autumn only;” if they have two moults, spring and autumn, there is still but one of the
wings and tail feathers. Also says that in the spring various “birds undergo a change of color unaccompanied
by any moult.”
I have noticed the few phœbes, not to mention other birds, mostly near the river. Is it not because of the greater
abundance of insects there, those early moths or ephemeræ? As these and other birds are most numerous there,
the red-tailed hawk is there to catch them?

May 1, Sunday: Lucy Stone, the 1st woman from Massachusetts to complete a BA degree (from Oberlin College) got
married with Henry Blackwell, a brother of the 1st woman in the United States to hold a medical diploma. The
Reverend Thomas Wentworth Higginson, presiding, read off the couple’s protest “against the radical injustice
of present laws” governing the relationship between husband and wife.

She would retain her own name, becoming Mrs. Lucy Stone instead of Mrs. Lucy Stone Blackwell (this was
Unheard-Of and would be Much-Commented-Upon).
Argentina adopted a constitution.
The Reverend Frederic Dan Huntington (1819-1904) delivered a eulogy at his South Congregational Church
of Boston in the memory of Manlius Stimson Clarke that would be printed as a 32-page pamphlet by Crosby,
Nichols, and Company, 111 Washington Street, THE CHARACTER OF MANLIUS STIMSON CLARKE. A
DISCOURSE DELIVERED IN THE SOUTH CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, MAY 1, 1853. BY F.D. HUNTINGTON.

FREDERIC D. HUNTINGTON
May 1. Sunday. A cold northwest wind. Now, on my return to Concord, I am struck by the increased
greenness of the country, or landscape.
I find that since I left Concord, April 11th, there have blossomed here, probably nearly in the following order,
these plants, including those I saw in Haverhill: dandelion, field horse-tail, Antennaria plantaginifolia,
sweet-gale, epigæa, Populus grandidentata, Salix tristis, Viola ovata, (Ellen Emerson found it April 20th),
Potentilla Canadensis, comptonia, Thalictrum anemonoides, Anemone nemorosa, V. blanda, P.
balsamifera, Aquilegia Canadensis, Hedyotis cœrulea, andromeda, Fragaria Virginiana (?)
(distinguished from the other species in fruit), Salix alba, benzoin, Amelanchier Canadensis var.
Botryapium. Peach, cultivated cherry, and the following apparently just begun: Viola pedata, Ostrya
Virginica, V. cucullata, (Ellen Emerson says she saw it the 30th ult.; it is to be looked for at Depot Field
Brook). And Rumex Acetosella shows red and is eight inches high on Columbine Cliff.
The expanding leaves of the sugar maples now make small crosses against the sky. Other conspicuous green
leaves are the gooseberry, currant, elder, the willows just beginning, and alder, and apple trees and high
20. The Reverend Professor Charles Brooks of Medford and Hingham, after retiring from active life due to deteriorating eyesight,
authored a number of works for juveniles, including ELEMENTS OF ORNITHOLOGY: PREPARED FOR THE USE OF SCHOOLS AND
COLLEGES ... WITH 400 CUTS ... INTENDED FOR THE YOUNG (J. Munroe & Co., 1847).
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blackberry, amelanchier, meadow-sweet, beside many herbaceous plants. Drosera (round-leaved) leaves now.
Sedge-grass (early sedge) very abundant still. The Vaccinium Pennsylvanicum is just ready to bloom and also
the vacillans nearly. These things observed on way—
To Cliffs.
The oak leaves on the plain are fallen. The colors are now: light blue above (where is my cyanometer? Saussure
invented one, and Humboldt used it in his travels); landscape russet and greenish, spotted with fawn-colored
plowed lands, with green pine and gray or reddish oak woods intermixed, and dark-blue or slate-colored water
here and there. It is greenest in the meadows and where water has lately stood, and a strong, invigorating scent
comes up from the fresh meadows. It is like the greenness of an apple faintly or dimly appearing through the
russet.
A ph[oe]be’s nest and one cream-colored white egg at the spring-house; nest of mud, lined with grass and edged
with hypnum. Channing has seen a robin’s nest and eggs. I hear a black and white creeper at the Cliffs, and a
chewink.
The shrub oaks are well budded. The young ivy leaves are red on Cliffs. Oaks and hickory buds just ready to
open. How aromatic the balm-of-Gilead buds now!
The large woolly ferns and others stand up a foot on banks. The skunk-cabbage leaves green the warm, springy
meads.
Was it not the black and yellow or spotted warbler [Vide May 10th.] I saw by the Corner Spring? Apparently
black, brown-striped, with a yellow rump and also yellow wing, shoulders, and sides of breast, with a large
black spot on breast; size of ph[oe]be nearly; note somewhat like yellowbird. Yet I think it much too dark for
the myrtle-bird.
Columbine Cliff a place to look for early rue anemones and nemorosa and dandelions. The columbines have
been out some days. How ornamental to these dark-colored perpendicular cliffs, nodding from the clefts and
shelves!
The barn swallow is about.
Have we the Viola lanceolata? [Yes. Vide Hubbard’s meadow, by willows.] Is not the Botryapium our
earliest variety of arnelanchier, and what difference in the fruit?
Channing says he has heard the wood thrush, brown thrasher, and stake-driver (?), since I have been gone.
This and last page for birds which I find come in the interval. Did I not see the oven-bird yesterday?
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May 28: Sheppard’s Asylum, an early private mental hospital, was founded on this day by Moses Sheppard and others.
Actual construction of a facility for this institution outside Baltimore would be delayed, however, by lack of
funding and then by the outbreak of civil war although a groundbreaking would take place on May 25, 1862.
In 1898 the name would be changed to recognize a major benefactor, to the Sheppard and Enoch Pratt
Hospital.21
PSYCHOLOGY
Mrs. Lucy Stone, the 1st woman from Massachusetts to complete a BA degree, was pioneering the Bloomer

21. Street, W.R. A CHRONOLOGY OF NOTEWORTHY EVENTS IN AMERICAN PSYCHOLOGY. Washington DC: American Psychological
Association, 1994
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costume, a costume we have lost the ability to recognize as daring and defiant and impious:

At about this point, in late May, Henry Thoreau was studying Henry Mayhew’s 1851 book LONDON LABOUR
AND THE LONDON POOR.
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1854
Susan B. Anthony began to organize petition drives for women’s rights, including women’s suffrage. In each
county of New York State she, along with others, went door to door obtaining signatures to present to the
legislature.

FEMINISM

In this year the Massachusetts legislature granted property rights to women.
FEMINISM

From this year until sometime in 1857, the Robinson family would be renting the “Texas House” of the
Thoreaus on Belknap Street in Concord. After Mrs. William Stevens Robinson (Harriet Hanson Robinson)
would move to Malden she would have some acerbic memories to relate:
Concord is a very nice place.... But it is a dull old place. It
is a narrow old place. It is a set old place. It is a snobbish
old place. It is an old place full of Antideluvian people and
manners.... The leaves never shake on the trees and the children
never cry in the streets.... The women never go out, and the
streets are full of stagnation. It was so still that walking up
and down its streets filled me with horror. I used to feel that
I must jump up and holler, or do something desperate to make a
stir. A good place to be born & buried, but a terrible, wearing
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place for one to live.

Oh dear me, I am surrounded by dreariness
and ineptitude.
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Mary Ann Shadd took over editing The Provincial Freeman. The first black female editor and publisher in
North America, she announced in an article that she had “broken the editorial ice.” Shadd’s newspaper would
bear the slogan “Self Reliance is the True Road to Independence,” and would excoriate all such begging and
compromising approaches as had been being practiced by the Bibb family.

FEMINISM
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1855
Within a few years of becoming a feminist Caroline H. Dall was co-editing the Una, the first periodical
devoted to woman’s rights, with Paulina Wright Davis. (Only Margaret Fuller’s death had prevented Davis
from seeking to make Fuller the president of the first National Woman’s Rights Convention, in Worcester in
1850.)
FEMINISM

The University of Iowa became the first state school to admit women.
In Missouri v. Celia, a black slave woman was declared to be merely property and therefore without a right to
defend her honor against her white owner’s desire to commit the act of rape.
When prominent suffragists Lucy Stone and Henry Blackwell married, they removed the vow of obedience
from the ceremony and inserted a protest against unfair marriage laws.
FEMINISM

September 20: “Mass convention” held at the city hall in Worcester. By acclamation, the crowd passed resolutions
denouncing the Kansas-Nebraska Act and opposing the admission of “any more slave states irrespective of
whether they lay north or south of 3630'.” Ebenezer Rockwood Hoar became the party’s candidate.
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At the Massachusetts Woman’s Rights Convention in Boston, it appeared that the efforts of Abby Kelley
Foster were no longer to be welcomed. Commented Paulina Wright Davis, chairwoman of the Central
Committee, “I am determined to do my utmost to remove the idea that all the woman’s rights women are horrid
old frights with beards and mustaches.” Since Abby was not a horrid old fright with a beard and a mustache,
we may presume that there was something else about her that the Central Committee did not appreciate, such
as the fact that she troubled people’s souls. We may presume that, just as certain leaders in the anti-slavery
movement of that era, such as Frederick Douglass, were irritated by followers who wanted to place primary
emphasis upon respect for human rights and who considered that prejudice against race and prejudice against
gender were wrong for the same reason –because they treated people differently who should be being treated
deferentially– so also, certain leaders in the woman’s rights movement of that era, such as Davis, were irritated
by followers who needed to complicate their single issue in such a manner. Waldo Emerson delivered
“Woman” for the benefit of this convention, which must have been an amusing diversion:
Man is the Will, and Woman the sentiment. In this ship
of humanity, Will is the rudder, and Sentiment the
sail: when Woman affects to steer, the rudder is only
a masked sail. When women engage in any art or trade,
it is usually as a resource, not as a primary object.
The life of the affections is primary to them, so that
there is usually no employment or career which they
will not with their own applause and that of society
quit for a suitable marriage. And they give entirely
to their affections, set their whole fortune on the
die, lose themselves eagerly in the glory of their
husband and children. Man stands astonished at a
magnanimity he cannot pretend to.
FEMINISM

We may regret that Sojourner Truth was not called in as the cleaning lady to clean up after this particularly
unfortunate oration:
When I was a slave away down there in New York, and
there was some particularly bad work to be done, some
colored woman was sure to be called upon to do it. And
when I heard that man talking away there as he did
almost a whole hour, I said to myself, here’s one spot
of work sure that’s fit for colored folks to clean up
after.
An example, from that era, of the manner in which complex issues were being collapsed into single-issue
advocacy would be the way the property issue played in Rhode Island voting in the year in which the winning
candidate was put in prison for treason for having been the winning candidate, for in that election the tactic
was that voting for black males with property was traded off against voting for white males without property.
An example from our contemporary world would be the leaders who are now ready to lead us forward into a
totalitarian world of our own choosing, called “the nuclear security state,” if by that we can obtain the decrease
in greenhouse gasses upon which they prefer for us to place our focus.
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In a ceremony presided over by the Reverend Thomas Wentworth Higginson, in West Brookfield MA,
a Henry Brown Blackwell and a Lucy Stone became husband and wife. There was, however, what amounted to
a written prenuptial agreement, one of the first such in history, and the bride kept her own name. For quite a
period in America, married women who retained their own names would be referred to as “Lucy Stoners.”
The term of art “obey” was omitted from this ceremony, but afterward the minister duly noted that in point of
fact “Lucy, the heroic Lucy, cried, like any village bride!”

October 15: The last issue of The Una, Paulina Wright Davis’s woman’s rights journal.
FEMINISM

1856
September 20, Thursday: Friend Daniel Ricketson to his journal:
Left home this P.M. in 3:40 train for Boston and
Concord, Mass., where I arrived about 7 1/2 P.M. On my
arrival at Concord sent a lad for H.D. Thoreau who I
went to visit; he soon came; went to his father’s
house; called on Wm. E. Channing and then to the hotel.

On pages 37-8 of John Carlos Rowe’s AT EMERSON’S TOMB we discover Waldo Emerson condescending to
address a meeting of the Woman’s Rights Convention in Boston. Imagine the howls of outrage we’d be hearing
from the Thoreau-contemners had he ever said any of the sorts of thing which Emerson was seeing fit to throw
in these women’s faces!
[next screen]
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1857
Friend Margaret Briggs Farquhar helped establish a Women’s Mutual Improvement Association in Sandy
Spring.
FEMINISM

1858
The University of Iowa had for three years been accepting women students and when, in this year, that school’s
board of managers attempted to exclude them — the attempt was unsuccessful.
FEMINISM

During this year the Reverend Thomas Wentworth Higginson wrote “Saints and Their Bodies,” the 1st of his
many essays for The Atlantic Monthly. He wrote the 1st of his many nature essays, this one entitled “Water
Lilies.” He collaborated with Lucy Stone on the Woman’s Rights Almanac.

He met with John Brown and agreed to provide financial support for his cause.
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Excusing himself on the grounds he was too busy editing Margaret
Fuller’s MEMOIRS, Emerson had declined Lucy Stone’s invitation that
he address the women’s rights convention held in Worcester in 1851.
As Allen points out, five years later, he did accept an invitation
to “address a Woman’s Rights Convention in Boston, and on September
20 he delivered an address called simply ‘Woman.’ His attitude
toward women had not basically changed since 1851, but he had come
around to accepting ‘the benefits of [public] action having for its
object a benefit to the position of Woman.’” Emerson’s argument in
“Woman” relies on key transcendentalist concepts to urge woman’s
subordination to man and thus maintenance of the existing
patriarchal ideology, even as Emerson endorses women’s claims to
such basic rights as education, property, voting, and judicial
process. In effect, Emerson employs his rhetoric to mystify women
in a way that comes dangerously close to what Emerson had accused
Webster of doing to abolitionists. In his opening paragraphs,
Emerson endorses most of the popular stereotypes of 19th-century
American bourgeois men and women. Men are strong, and women are
delicate. “Man is the will, and Woman the Sentiment.” Man is the
“rudder,” and woman is the “sail” in the “ship of humanity.” Women
are decorative and “embellish trifles,” which explains for Emerson
why “no mastery in either of the fine arts ... has yet been obtained
by them, equal to the mastery of men in the same.” Given Margaret
Fuller’s careful account of the achievements of women in politics
and the arts throughout history in WOMAN IN THE NINETEENTH CENTURY, it
seems especially ignorant of Emerson to make such a claim about
women so shortly after editing Margaret Fuller’s MEMOIRS. Yet for
all his fitful admiration of Fuller’s intellect, he nonetheless
identifies her in his Journals and letters with the sort of
dilettantism that lacks “mastery” in literature. Even her noted
skills as a conversationalist, not only in general social converse
but also in her structured “Conversations” with women in Boston,
are treated by Emerson as examples of women’s special talent for
conversation and thus the medium of their “social influence”: “But
there is an art which is better than painting, poetry, music, or
architecture — better than botany, geology, or any science; namely,
Conversation.... Conversation is our account of ourselves” (Woman,
340). Through their conversation “and their social influence,”
Emerson argues, “Women are ... the civilizers of mankind. What is
civilization? I answer, the power of good women” (Women, 340). To
be sure, these are common patriarchal clichés in this period, and
Emerson works hard to connect them with his transcendental values:
“Society, conversation, decorum, flowers, dances, colors, forms,
are their homes and attendants.... More vulnerable, more infirm,
more mortal than men, they could not be such excellent artists in
this element of fancy if they did not lend and give themselves to
it. They are poets who believe their own poetry” (Women, 343). In
short, women are more transcendental for Emerson than men, at least
as far as visionary experience is concerned: “There is much in their
nature, much in their social position which gives them a certain
power of divination.... Women know, at first sight, the characters
of those with whom they converse.... And in every remarkable
religious development in the world, women have taken a leading part”
(Woman, 345). Thus clichés about “women’s intuition,” the “angel in
the house,” and the “feminine muse” are repeated here in a context
that unsubtly transcendentalizes them, granting a sort of specious
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Lucy Stone refused to pay property taxes and stood and watched as the government auctioned off her household

effects. (A neighbor bought them, and returned them to her!)

Above, Lucy appears in her ridiculous daring and defiant and impious costume, a woman wearing men’s pants
— a costume she termed “Bloomers.”
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1859
The slave Harriet Roberts Newby wrote three letters to her free mulatto husband Dangerfield Newby begging
him to come and buy her and his children. The Virginia family that owned them was said to be in need of
money, so the husband was traveling around Ohio asking for donations. The family of Dr. Jesse Jennings back
in Warington [Warrenton?], Virginia, however, would reject Dangerfield Newby’s offer, so when he was killed
while serving as a bridge sentinel at Harpers Ferry, Dangerfield left an account amounting to $742
(approximately $13,000-$19,000 in our turn-of-the-millennium dollars).

James Redpath’s THE ROVING EDITOR; OR, TALKS WITH SLAVES IN THE SOUTHERN STATES, an abolitionist
book dedicated to John Brown, was suggesting that slavery could be ended by inciting “a few scores of rattling
insurrections ... and by a little wholesome slaughter to arouse the conscience of the people.” Redpath was
giving no indication whether the aforesaid red path of slaughter ought to consist of the blood of white
Americans killed by black, the blood of black Americans killed by white, or the blood of black and white
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Americans indiscriminately intermingled.22

At some point during this year Frederick Douglass would meet secretly with Captain John Brown in an
abandoned rock quarry near Chambersburg, Pennsylvania and be briefed on the progress of the plan to attack
the federal arsenal at Harpers Ferry, Virginia.

22. Francis Jackson Meriam had helped James Redpath collect his materials for this book,
in Haiti and across the American South.
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Douglass would opt out of the plot, which he considered too risky, and flee via Canada to England rather than
himself personally participate. He would then remark humorously:
“I’ve always been more distinguished for running than for fighting.”
(Note that in abandoning the struggle in this manner, Douglass was not doing anything that other folks
were not doing. For instance, praising Brown’s actions at Harpers Ferry but declaring that she could foresee a
“crisis” which was going to be inevitable, the little lady Harriet Beecher Stowe who did more than anyone else
to start America’s biggest war would be withdrawing from all anti-slavery agitation and embarking in her
swishy silk dress upon her 3d genteel tour of the grand hotels of the European subcontinent, paid for of course
with the enormous extent of the ongoing royalties she was receiving from her writings — which had touched
the pulse of the nation she was abandoning to its fate. Meanwhile another little lady, Harriet Tubman, would
be pleading to John Brown that she could not participate in his raid on the federal arsenal as she had become
ill — although I know of no historian who has ever attempted to check the trustworthiness of that excuse.)23
In Harriet Beecher Stowe’s new novel THE MINISTER ’S WOOING set at the turn of the 18th Century, one of the
characters, Candace the fat wife of Cato and slave of the Merwyns, was clearly modeled upon Sojourner Truth
and had decided ideas about racism. When Mr. Merwyn tried to find out whether his slaves didn’t really prefer
the freedom from life’s cares which sprang from their being so many pieces of property:
When Gineral Washington was here, I hearn ’em read
de Declaration ob Independence and Bill o’ Rights;
an’ I tole Cato den, says I, “Ef dat ar’ true, you an’
I are as free as anybody.” It stands to reason. Why,
look at me — I a’n’t a critter. ... I’s a reasonable
bein’ —a woman, —as much a woman as anybody.
DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE
This character modeled upon Truth had ideas not only about racism but also about feminism:
“I de weaker vessel?” said Candace, looking down from
the tower of her ample corpulence ... “I de weaker
vessel? Umph!”
And she had ideas about Calvinism and man’s natural depravity as products of the Adam who fell into sin:
... nebber did eat dat ar’ apple ... Don’t tell me!

December: Caroline H. Dall, the feminist who had married Henry Thoreau’s Harvard classmate Charles H.A. Dall,
came to Concord to lecture at the Concord Lyceum, and beforehand took tea with her friend Waldo Emerson
— I will allow her to relate the remainder of the story:
and as a literary lecture from a woman was at that time an almost
untried experiment, there was a little question at table as to
whom of the Concord people would come out to hear. “I suppose,”
said Mr. Sanborn, “that Thoreau will come?” “No,” said Mr.
Emerson. “I saw him this morning. He says women never have
anything to say!” And at that Mrs. Emerson and I laughed merrily,
23. A practical woman, she mistrusted these white men to the point at which she had recurrent nightmares in which John Brown and
his sons figured as serpents. On the day of the raid, Harriet Tubman had a premonition that this was a lost cause.
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for it was the last charge that we should have expected anyone
to bring against us. In due time we went to the hall. I think I
was about a third through when I saw a person enter who looked
like a working man. He had on a green baize jacket, and seated
himself on the end of the very last bench by the door. I am
always in the habit of speaking to the remotest auditor, and so
I began to talk to him, and as I talked he edged nearer and
nearer till at last he was so close to the platform that I lost
sight of him and forgot him altogether. At the close of the
lecture I came down to grasp the hands of waiting friends and
found myself directly behind the green jacket. Emerson was in
the front and my ears caught the words: “Why, Thoreau, I thought
you was not coming,” and the reply: “But this woman had something
to say!” He told me afterwards that he had been on the river all
day and dropped in on his way home to see what I looked like and
“had to stay.” I thought it a pleasant victory then, for he
waited to persuade me to remain over the next day and spend it
at his home with himself, his mother and sister. It was a day I
shall never forget, filled to the brim with charming talk. We
were good comrades all. Before I left he showed me a superb set
of Hindu classics, fitted into a polished box, which had been
sent him by an English gentleman, to whom he made Walden waters
sweet. His eyes sparkled as they looked at his treasure, and I
asked him if he could read them. “Oh, no!” he said. “And will
you not learn,” I asked. “For what good?” he answered. “Now this
box holds everything; then I might find it very empty.” It was
that same week, I think, that I asked Emerson if he had read
something new in German, and he said that he “did not care to
read anything that was not written in English.” How glad I am
now that I staid at Thoreau’s request. It was the only whole day
I was ever able to spend with the three whom death soon began
to separate.
FEMINISM
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December 14, Wednesday: Democratic Senator James Mason of Virginia became the chair of the senatorial
investigatory Select Committee on the Invasion of Harpers Ferry that he had sponsored, which was charged to
look into the circumstances surrounding the raid made by the guerrillas of John Brown on the federal arsenal.
Democratic Senator Jefferson Davis of Mississippi became its principal investigator.

A 3d Democrat, Indiana’s Senator Graham N. Fitch, would ensure that the Democrats always had the majority
on this committee. Two Republicans were added, Wisconsin’s Senator James R. Doolittle and Vermont’s
Senator Jacob Collamer, so that the committee would have a dominated minority. The committee would
summon, in all, 32 witnesses in this investigation of the Secret “Six” conspiracy.
At the Concord Lyceum, Caroline H. Dall spoke on the topic “Lives of Noted Women,” focusing attention on
woman’s claim to education as illustrated in the cases of Mary Wollstonecraft Godwin and Margaret Fuller.
Both Henry Thoreau and Waldo Emerson attended:24
Wednesday — Concord. Mass. Dec. 14. 1859. I took the Omnibus a
little before 7 AM. & rode to the Fitchburg depot. At the Concord
depot Mr Brown & his wife25 & Mr Surette26 met me. Mrs Brown
kindly carried me to Mrs Alcott’s where I passed a pleasant
morning, talking to her and the girls,27 and deciding which
lecture I would read. After a vegetable dinner, I went back to
Mrs Brown’s in her sleigh. The sewing circle took tea there, and
having done the agreeable as well as I could, I dressed and was
taken down to the Town Hall where I was to speak. A heavy snow
storm had increased since morning to a drifting gale. The
driving cold was so painful on my cheeks, that I was faint &
dizzy with the reaction. Mr Brown, said, You need not expect
anybody tonight — but there were about four hundred persons.
Mr Reynolds28 who introduced me, Mr Alcott, Thoreau Frank
Sanborn,29 Mrs Emerson & others, paid me compliments with that
dignified reserve that such persons do. But Edith Emerson30 said
24. Bronson Alcott would jot in his diary “Hear Mrs. Dall’s lecture. She gave us accounts of the principal incidents in the lives of
Mary Wollstonecraft, Harriet Martineau, Lady Morgan, Mrs. Jameson, Margaret Fuller & others. It was a well considered
performance, and gave pleasure to our people generally.”
25. Simon Brown and Ann Brown, friends of Caroline H. Dall’s from her year in Washington and Georgetown.
26. Concord merchant and member of Corinthian Lodge of Masons of Concord, Louis A. Surette (1819-1897).
27. Abigail May Alcott, the future “Marmee” of Little Women, and her surviving three daughters, Anna Bronson Alcott, Louisa
May Alcott, and Abby May Alcott.
28. Grindall Reynolds (1822-1894) was minister to the Unitarian Church in Concord, 1858-1894 (pastor emeritus after 1881) and
secretary of the American Unitarian Association, 1881-1894.
29. Franklin Benjamin Sanborn.
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a few words to Mrs Brown, worth them all. “I cannot often keep
awake,” she said, “during the best lectures, but I heard every
word of this, she was so earnest.”

December 14. At 2 P. M. begins to snow again. I walk to Walden.
Snow-storms might be classified. This is a fine, dry snow, drifting nearly horizontally from the north, so that it
is quite blinding to face, almost as much so as sand. It is cold also. It is drifting but not accumulating fast. I can
see the woods about a quarter of a mile distant through it. That of the 11th was a still storm, of large flakes falling
gently in the quiet air, like so many white feathers descending in different directions when seen against a woodside,–the regular snow-storm such as is painted. A myriad falling flakes weaving a coarse garment by which the
eye is amused. The snow was a little moist and the weather rather mild. Also I remember the perfectly
crystalline or star snows, when each flake is a perfect six (?)-rayed wheel. This must be the chef-d’oeuvre of
the Genius of the storm. Also there is the pellet or shot snow, which consists of little dry spherical pellets the
size of robin-shot. This, I think, belongs to cold weather. Probably never have much of it. Also there is sleet,
which is half snow, half rain.
The Juncus tenuis, with its conspicuous acheniums, is very noticeable now, rising above the snow in the woodpaths, commonly aslant.

December 15, Thursday: Caroline H. Dall continued in her diary:31
Concord Mass — Thursday. Dec 15, 1859. Early this morning I drove
down with Mr Brown32 to Frank Sanborn’s — where he showed me his
pretty parlor & dining room, and then I went with him to his
school, where I heard the first recitations staying more than
an hour. Mrs Brown then appeared and took me to Mrs Alcott’s &
Mrs Horace Mann’s33 — where I had a most interesting call. Mrs
Mann seemed very much interested in my work, & told me that she
thought Miss Lydia Mann34 & Mrs Alcott — were both women,
prepared & ready to work in responsible posts — As Confessor —
to women committed to trial — or as Confessor to the States’
Prison, Mrs Alcott would do admirably — & the thought gave me
new courage. She read me an article she wrote about it in 1855
— Mr Alcott spoke to me about my lectures, in tones it was very
pleasant to hear. He had felt a sadness all through, which I do
not know anything about, & confessed a fear that I sheathed far
too often & too long — a legitimate weapon satire. He asked me
if I had not to use a great deal of self control — in that
respect. I told him that I began so early to do so, that I had
nearly ceased to feel it. We then called at Mrs Emerson’s where
the Philosopher appeared in a dressing gown of royal purple,
faced with velvet, and I entered for the first time the room
where “Nature” was written. He lent me Vishnu Sarma,35 and then
we parted — I promising to return to tea. I then dined with
Frank, his sister,36 and Miss Waterman, one of his teachers, and
30. Edith Emerson (1841-1929) married in 1865 William H. Forbes.
31. Bronson Alcott would jot in his diary “Hear Mrs. Dall’s lecture. She gave us accounts of the principal incidents in the lives of
Mary Wollstonecraft, Harriet Martineau, Lady Morgan, Mrs. Jameson, Margaret Fuller & others. It was a well considered
performance, and gave pleasure to our people generally.”
32. Simon Brown.
33. Mary Peabody Mann.
34. The teacher Lydia B. Mann (1798-1888), sister of Horace Mann.
35. THE HEETOPADES OF VEESHNOO SARMA, IN A SERIES OF CONNECTED FABLES, INTERSPERSED WITH MORAL, PRUDENTIAL, AND
POLITICAL MAXIMS, translated by Charles Wilkins (Bath: R. Cruttwell, 1787). In 1842 Emerson had included excerpts of this work
in The Dial.
36. Sarah Elizabeth Sanborn (born 1823) was her brother’s assistant for several years in the private school that he conducted in
Concord. From 1863 to 1889 she would be the confidential secretary of the Massachusetts Board of State Charities. In 1891 she
would retire to the family homestead at Hampton Falls, New Hampshire.
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had a very pleasant time. Mr Alcott joined me, just as I walked
over to the Hoars37 — I found all the family were dining with
the Pritchards38 and went in there, to see Lizzy.39 They all
seemed to have been much disappointed by the bad weather, which
had kept them in, last night. I then went to Thoreau’s where Mr
Alcott left me. Much to my surprise I was glad to learn from
Sophia40 that he had liked my lecture. She said he could seldom
endure to listen, but that she saw by his eyes as soon as he
came home, that he had been pleased. When she asked him; “Yes,”
he answered “it was good” “I liked her — because she did not
look in the least like Mrs Smith!!” We had much pleasant talk —
I saw Ellery Channing’s house — & his last Poem, dedicated to
Thoreau,41 & all the store of Orient literature, Mr Cholmondely
had lately sent him.42 Soon Frank’s hack came to carry me to
Emerson’s where I was delighted to see Mrs Frank Brown,43 a
daughter of Mrs C.K. Whipple.44 Then came Alcott, Thoreau, &
Frank. It was a genial pleasant circle sat down to tea, but my
time was so short — I grudged every moment to food. I heard a
good deal I wanted to know. I teased Mr. Alcott for deserting
me — and he replied with emphasis that he had been with Mr
Reynolds & that Mr Reynolds believed in Mrs. Dall! which of
course I was glad to hear. Frank went with me to the Depot — &
took me to the minute. On my way I read the last third of Sir
Rohan’s Ghost45 — which I did not much like after all —
Higginson’s praise — It is one of his wilful caprices to which
the world will refuse to yield.
December 15. The first kind of snow-storm, or that of yesterday, which ceased in the night after some
three inches had fallen, was that kind that makes handsome drifts behind the walls. There are no drifts equal to
these behind loosely built stone walls, the wind passing between the stones. Slight as this snow was, these drifts
now extend back four or five feet and as high as the wall, on the north side of the Corner Bridge road. The snow

37. The family of the late prominent Concordian “Squire” Samuel Hoar (1778-1856), including his wife, Sarah Sherman Hoar
(1783-1866), his daughter Elizabeth Hoar who had once been engaged to Charles Emerson, his son Edward Sherman Hoar (18231893) the friend and traveling companion of Thoreau, and his son Ebenezer Rockwood Hoar (1816-1895) the Concord lawyer and
later U.S. attorney general and his family.
38. The family of Moses Prichard (born 1789?) and Jane T. Prichard (born 1791?).
39. A daughter in the Prichard family, Elizabeth Hallet “Lizzie” Prichard (1822-1917), had been friends with the Dalls during the
early months of their marriage in Baltimore and was at this point the wife of Edward Sherman Hoar.
40. Sophia Thoreau (1819-1876).
41. William Ellery Channing (1817-1901)’s long poem NEAR HOME, published in Boston in 1858, had as its preface a dedicatory
poem “To Henry.”
42. Thomas Cholmondeley (1823-1863) met Thoreau on a visit to Concord in 1854 and in 1855 made him a present of a 44-volume
collection of Oriental books.
43. Lizzie Goodwin Brown, wife of Lidian Emerson’s nephew Frank Brown.
44. Charles K. Whipple, 2d husband of Emmeline C. Goodwin (born 1813?).
45. The novel SIR ROHAN’S GHOST by Harriet Elizabeth Prescott (1835-1921) of Newburyport, a protege of the Reverend Thomas
Wentworth Higginson, had been published anonymously. This author would later publish extensively using her married name
Harriet Spofford.
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is scooped out in the form of easy-chairs, or of shells or plinths, if that is the name for them.

The backs of the chairs often inclining to fall off.
A man killed a wild goose a day or two since in Spencer Brook, near Legross’s.
I hear from J. [?] Moore that one man in Bedford has got eighteen minks the last fall. [Farmer says he probably
bought most of them.]
Philosophy is a Greek word by good rights, and it stands almost for a Greek thing. Yet some rumor of it has
reached the commonest mind. M. Miles, who came to collect his wood bill to-day, said, when I objected to the
small size of his wood, that it was necessary to split wood fine in order to cure it well, that he had found that
wood that was more than four inches in diameter would not dry, and moreover a good deal depended on the
manner in which it was corded up in the woods. He piled his high and tightly. If this were not well done the
stakes would spread and the wood lie loosely, and so the rain and snow find their way into it. And he added,
“I have handled a good deal of wood, and I think that I understand the philosophy of it.”

1860
Connecticut made itself the first state to enact a law prohibiting all abortions, not only after but also before
quickening.
FEMINISM

Elizabeth Cady Stanton urged woman suffrage in an address to a joint session of the New York State
Legislature.
FEMINISM

Caroline H. Dall issued “A Woman’s Library.” She also issued the tract “A Practical Illustration of ‘Women’s
Right to Labor’: or Low Wages and Hard Work.”

FEMINISM
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Thomas F. Cary died. Mary Ann Shadd Cary continued to work in Chatham in Canada West as a teacher,
supporting her daughter Sarah. After her husband’s death she gave birth to a son, Linton. Her gazette The
Provincial Freeman had to be closed due to lack of funds.

FEMINISM
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1861
Caroline H. Dall issued the tract “Woman’s Rights Under the Law.”

FEMINISM

1863
The new Woman’s Hospital on North College Avenue in Philadelphia began to train nurses.
FEMINISM

Olympia Brown became during this year the 1st woman to be ordained as a minister by the full authority of
her denomination (she was a Northern Universalist).
FEMINISM

May:

116

Angelina Emily Grimké Weld attended a national convention of women in New-York.
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1865
Susan B. Anthony tried to make out that Sojourner Truth’s injury to her right hand had occurred when
“one of her fingers was chopped off by her cruel master in a moment of anger.”
In the aftermath of the Civil War, Susan B. Anthony and Elizabeth Cady Stanton would find themselves
increasingly at odds with many of their former reform allies. Many reformers would be wanting to focus on
winning rights –including the right to vote– for newly emancipated African-American men. Their efforts
would be leading to the passing of the 14th and 15th Amendments to the Constitution. Anthony and Stanton
were, however, opposed to such amendments because they included the word “male,” introducing gender
discrimination into a document which had heretofore been gender-neutral. The amendments were, basically, a
political trade-off similar to the political trade-off that had been made in Rhode Island in the “Dorr War” of
1841 (that the black man of property had been allowed to vote in order to forestall the immigrant Irish laboring
man from voting): “We’ll let the black man vote when and only when we can simultaneously make certain that
no woman will ever be allowed to vote.” These things are never innocent! Anthony and Stanton therefore
feared, realistically, that once the word “male” had been written into the federal Constitution via these
amendments, it would be even more difficult for them to obtain the franchise for women.

FEMINISM
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Henry Youle Hind’s A PRELIMINARY REPORT ON THE GEOLOGY OF NEW BRUNSWICK, TOGETHER WITH A
SPECIAL REPORT ON THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE “QUEBEC GROUP” IN THE PROVINCE (Fredericton, 1865).
Mary Ann Shadd Cary obtained a Canadian passport. The passport described her as 5'6" tall with a slight figure
and a pug nose, with black hair and mulatto complexion (a white missionary once described her as of light
complexion). The passport gave her age as 35 (actually, in this year she was 42).

In this year hundreds of Northern white women were going to the South to teach at Freedman Schools.
After the war James Mason went with his family into self-exile in Canada.
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1867
Caroline H. Dall issued the tract “The College, the Market, and the Court; Or, Woman’s Relation to Education,
Labor, and Law.”

FEMINISM
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Mary Ann Shadd Cary relocated to Detroit, Michigan, where she obtained work as a teacher.

Lucy Stone, Henry Blackwell, Clarina Nichols, and others traveled to Kansas to agitate for women’s suffrage.
After months of campaigning, the suffragists were defeated on the fall ballot.
FEMINISM

At the American Equal Rights Association annual meeting, opinions divided sharply on supporting the
enfranchisement of black men before women.
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1868
Theodore Dwight Weld, Sarah Moore Grimké, and Angelina Emily Grimké were officers of the Massachusetts
Woman Suffrage Association. Angelina and Sarah circulated petitions on behalf of this association. The New
England Woman’s Club was formed with Julia Ward Howe as one of its first vice presidents. She would also
become the president of the New England Woman Suffrage Association and, the following year, make herself
one of the leaders of the American Woman Suffrage Association.
Paulina Wright Davis was among the founders of the New England Woman Suffrage Association.
FEMINISM

Thomas Wentworth Higginson wrote essays on Margaret Fuller and Lydia Maria Child for EMINENT WOMEN.
Elizabeth Oakes Smith was a founding member of the first women’s club in New-York.

FEMINISM
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Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan Brownell Anthony had a falling out with longtime ally Horace Greeley,
editor of the New-York Tribune.

As a result they began publishing their own weekly newspaper out of New-York, The Revolution, a gazette
devoted to women’s suffrage, equal pay for equal work, women’s education, the rights of working women and
the opening of new occupations for women, and liberalization of divorce laws.

FEMINISM
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1869
In Philadelphia, although Friend Ann Preston was able to get permission for her female medical students of
Female (later Woman’s) Medical College of Pennsylvania to begin to attend teaching clinics at Pennsylvania
Hospital, when her students arrived the enraged male students threw wads of paper, balls of tinfoil, and their
tobacco quids, shouted insults, squirted tobacco juice on the women’s dresses, and, as they were exiting the
building, pelted them with pebbles.46 The male faculty of the University of Pennsylvania and of Jefferson
Medical College therefore summoned representatives of the medical staffs of all the hospitals in Philadelphia,
and the assembly decided to discontinue “admixture of the sexes at clinical instruction in medicine and
surgery.” Friend Ann issued a press release:
Wherever it is proper to introduce women as patients, there also
it is but just and in accordance with the instincts of truest
womanhood for women to appear as physicians and students.

46. In their defense, I must point out that a majority of these male medical students were privileged, armed young white gentlemen
from the South, visiting the North attended by personal slaves (they were equivalently as racist as they were sexist). As privileged,
armed young white gentlemen freed from family constraints, they simply didn’t know any better than to drink, to duel, and to
behave with uncouth hostility toward all persons whom they considered to be their social inferiors.
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By this point Dr. Preston had begun to be debilitated by articular rheumatism, to the extent that she was no
longer able to make house calls to her patients.

The territory of Wyoming was, during this year, the 1st to grant unrestricted suffrage to women. Arguments
over the 15th Amendment to the US Constitution, however, had led to a split in the suffrage movement: while
Susan B. Anthony and Elizabeth Cady Stanton formed a National Woman Suffrage Association which allowed
only female membership and advocated for woman suffrage above all other issues, Lucy Stone formed an
American Woman Suffrage Association which supported the 15th Amendment and invited males to
participate.
FEMINISM

March 1, day: Waldo Emerson memorialized his Aunt Mary Moody Emerson, without naming her, in a lecture entitled
“Amita” in Boston’s Chickering Hall before the newly formed New England Woman’s Club. Mrs. Harriet
Hanson Robinson, who was in the audience, misunderstood Emerson’s title “Amita” as “Ermita,” or in pseudoLatin, “female hermit.”
FEMINISM

By this point his aunt had been wearing her white shroud for forty years, and dead for six years. He began with
an extract from his poem “Nun’s Aspiration,” was originally had been entitled “Amita” and had consisted of
a rendering into verse of a passage in Miss Mary Moody Emerson’s diary, and then there was this:47
“She is of too high a mind and dignity not only to seek,
but almost to wish, the friendship of any creature. They
whom she is pleased to choose are such as are of the
most eminent condition both for power and employment,not with any design towards her own particular, either
of advantage or curiosity, but her nature values
47. This would be recycled in an essay entitled “Mary Moody Emerson” in an 1883 Atlantic Monthly.
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fortunate persons. She prefers the conversation of men
to that of women; not but she can talk on the fashions
with her female friends, but she is too soon sensible
that she can set them as she wills; that pre-eminence
shortens all equality. She converses with those who are
most distinguished for their conversational powers. Of
Love freely will she discourse, listen to all its faults
and mark its power: and will take a, deep interest for
persons of celebrity.”48
I wish to meet the invitation with which the ladies have honored
me by offering them a portrait of real life. It is a
representative life, such as could hardly have appeared out of
New England; of an age now past, and of which I think no types
survive. Perhaps I deceive myself and overestimate its interest.
It has to me a value like that which many readers find in Madame
Guyon, in Rahel, in Eugénie de Guérin, but it is purely original
and hardly admits of a duplicate. Then it is a fruit of Calvinism
and New England, and marks the precise time when the power of
the old creed yielded to the influence of modern science and
humanity.
I have found that I could only bring you this portrait by
selections from the diary of my heroine, premising a sketch of
her time and place. I report some of the thoughts and soliloquies
of a country girl, poor, solitary, –‘a goody’ as she called
herself,– growing from youth to age amid slender opportunities
and usually very humble company.
Mary Moody Emerson was born just before the outbreak of the
Revolution. When introduced to Lafayette at Portland, she told
him that she was “in arms” at the Concord Fight. Her father, the
minister of Concord, a warm patriot in 1775, went as a chaplain
to the American army at Ticonderoga: he carried his infant
daughter, before he went, to his mother in Malden and told her
to keep the child until he returned. He died at Rutland, Vermont,
of army-fever, the next year, and Mary remained at Malden with
her grandmother, and, after her death, with her father’s sister,
in whose house she grew up, rarely seeing her brothers and
sisters in Concord. This aunt and her husband lived on a farm,
were getting old, and the husband a shiftless, easy man. There
was plenty of work for the little niece to do day by day, and
not always bread enough in the house.
One of her tasks, it appears, was to watch for the approach of
the deputy-sheriff, who might come to confiscate the spoons or
arrest the uncle for debt. Later, another aunt, who had become
insane, was brought hither to end her days. More and sadder work
for this young girl. She had no companions, lived in entire
solitude with these old people, very rarely cheered by short
visits from her brothers and sisters. Her mother had married
again, - married the minister who succeeded her husband in the
parish at Concord, [Dr. Ezra Ripley,] and had now a young family
growing up around her.
Her aunt became strongly attached to Mary, and persuaded the
family to give the child up to her as a daughter, on some terms
embracing a care of her future interests. She would leave the
farm to her by will. This promise was kept; she came into
48. Lucy Percy, Countess of Carlisle, the friend of Strafford and of Pym, as described by Sir Toby Matthews.
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possession of the property many years after, and her dealings
with it gave her no small trouble, though they give much piquancy
to her letters in after years. Finally it was sold, and its price
invested in a share of a farm in Maine, where she lived as a
boarder with her sister, for many years. It was in a picturesque
country, within sight of the White Mountains, with a little lake
in front at the foot of a high hill called Bear Mountain. Not
far from the house was a brook running over a granite floor like
the Franconia Flume, and noble forests around. Every word she
writes about this farm (“Elm Vale,” Waterford,) her dealings and
vexations about it, her joys and raptures of religion and
Nature, interest like a romance, and to those who may hereafter
read her letters, will make its obscure acres amiable.
In Malden she lived through all her youth and early womanhood,
with the habit of visiting the families of her brothers and
sisters on any necessity of theirs. Her good will to serve in
time of sickness or of pressure was known to them, and promptly
claimed, and her attachment to the youths and maidens growing
up in those families was secure for any trait of talent or of
character. Her sympathy for young people who pleased her was
almost passionate, and was sure to make her arrival in each house
a holiday.
Her early reading was Milton, Young, Akenside, Samuel Clarke,
Jonathan Edwards, and always the BIBLE. Later, Plato, Plotinus,
Marcus Antoninus, Stewart, Coleridge, Cousin, Herder, Locke,
Madame De Staël, Channing, Mackintosh, Byron. Nobody can read
in her manuscript, or recall the conversation of old-school
people, without seeing that Milton and Young had a religious
authority in their mind, and nowise the slight, merely
entertaining quality of modern bards. And Plato, Aristotle,
Plotinus, — how venerable and organic as Nature they are in her
mind! What a subject is her mind and life for the finest novel!
When I read Dante, the other day, and his paraphrases to signify
with more adequateness Christ or Jehovah, whom do you think I
was reminded of? Whom but Mary Emerson and her eloquent
theology?
She had a deep sympathy with genius. When it was unhallowed, as
in Byron, she had none the less, whilst she deplored and affected
to denounce him. But she adored it when ennobled by character.
She liked to notice that the greatest geniuses have died
ignorant of their power and influence. She wished you to scorn
to shine. “My opinion,” she writes, (is) “that a mind like
Byron’s would never be satisfied with modern Unitarianism, that
the fiery depths of Calvinism, its high and mysterious elections
to eternal bliss, beyond angels, and all its attendant wonders
would have alone been fitted to fix his imagination.”
Her wit was so fertile, and only used to strike, that she never
used it for display, any more than a wasp would parade his sting.
It was ever the will and not the phrase that concerned her. Yet
certain expressions, when they marked a memorable state of mind
in her experience, recurred to her afterwards, and she would
vindicate herself as having said to Dr. R—— or Uncle L—— so and
so, at such a period of her life. But they were intensely true
when first spoken. All her language was happy, but inimitable,
unattainable by talent, as if caught from some dream. She calls
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herself “the puny pilgrim, whose sole talent is sympathy.” “I
like that kind of apathy that is a triumph to overset.”
She writes to her nephew Charles Emerson, in 1833: - “I could
never have adorned the garden. If I had been in aught but dreary
deserts, I should have idolized my friends, despised the world
and been haughty. I never expected connections and matrimony.
My taste was formed in romance, and I knew I was not destined
to please. I love God and his creation as I never else could. I
scarcely feel the sympathies of this life enough to agitate the
pool. This in general, one case or so excepted, and even this
is a relation to God through you. ‘T was so in my happiest early
days, when you were at my side.”
Destitution is the Muse of her genius, - Destitution and Death.
I used to propose that her epitaph should be: “Here lies the
angel of Death.” And wonderfully as she varies and poetically
repeats that image in every page and day, yet not less fondly
and sublimely she returns to the other, - the grandeur of
humility and privation, as thus; “The chief witness which I have
had of a Godlike principle of action and feeling is in the
disinterested joy felt in others’ superiority. For the love of
superior virtue is mine own gift from God.” “Where were thine
own intellect if others had not lived? “
She had many acquaintances among the notables of the time; and
now and then in her migrations from town to town in Maine and
Massachusetts, in search of a new boarding-place, discovered
some preacher with sense or piety, or both. For on her arrival
at any new home she was likely to steer first to the minister’s
house and pray his wife to take a boarder; and as the minister
found quickly that she knew all his books and many more, and
made shrewd guesses at his character and possibilities, she
would easily rouse his curiosity, as a person who could read his
secret and tell him his fortune.
She delighted in success, in youth, in beauty, in genius, in
manners. When she met a young person who interested her, she
made herself acquainted and intimate with him or her at once,
by sympathy, by flattery, by raillery, by anecdotes, by wit, by
rebuke, and stormed the castle. None but was attracted or piqued
by her interest and wit and wide acquaintance with books and
with eminent names. She said she gave herself full swing in these
sudden intimacies, for she knew she should disgust them soon,
and resolved to have their best hours. “Society is shrewd to
detect those who do not belong to her train, and seldom wastes
her attentions.” She surprised, attracted, chided and denounced
her companion by turns, and pretty rapid turns. But no
intelligent youth or maiden could have once met her without
remembering her with interest, and learning something of value.
Scorn trifles, lift your aims: do what you are afraid to do:
sublimity of character must come from sublimity of motive: these
were the lessons which were urged with vivacity, in ever new
language. But if her companion was dull, her impatience knew no
bounds. She tired presently of dull conversations, and asked to
be read to, and so disposed of the visitor. If the voice or the
reading tired her, she would ask the friend if he or she would
do an errand for her, and so dismiss them. If her companion were
a little ambitious, and asked her opinions on books or matters
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on which she did not wish rude hands laid, she did not hesitate
to stop the intruder with “How’s your cat, Mrs. Tenner?”
“I was disappointed,” she writes, “in finding my little
Calvinist no companion, a cold little thing who lives in society
alone, and is looked up to as a specimen of genius. I performed
a mission in secretly undermining his vanity, or trying to.
Alas! never done but by mortifying affliction.” From the country
she writes to her sister in town, “You cannot help saying that
my epistle is a striking specimen of egotism. To which I can
only answer that, in the country, we converse so much more with
ourselves, that we are almost led to forget everybody else. The
very sound of your bells and the rattling of the carriages have
a tendency to divert selfishness.” “This seems a world rather
of trying each others’ dispositions than of enjoying each
others’ virtues.”
She had the misfortune of spinning with a greater velocity than
any of the other tops. She would tear into the chaise or out of
it, into the house or out of it, into the conversation, into the
thought, into the character of the stranger, - disdaining all
the graduation by which her fellows time their steps: and though
she might do very happily in a planet where others moved with
the like velocity, she was offended here by the phlegm of all
her fellow-creatures, and disgusted them by her impatience. She
could keep step with no human being. Her nephew [R. W. E.] wrote
of her: “I am glad the friendship with Aunt Mary is ripening.
As by seeing a high tragedy, reading a true poem, or a novel
like ‘Corinne,’ so, by society with her, one’s mind is
electrified and purged. She is no statutebook of practical
commandments, nor orderly digest of any system of philosophy,
divine or human, but a BIBLE, miscellaneous in its parts, but one
in its spirit, wherein are sentences of condemnation, promises
and covenants of love that make foolish the wisdom of the world
with the power of God.”
Our Delphian was fantastic enough, Heaven knows, yet could
always be tamed by large and sincere conversation. Was there
thought and eloquence she would listen like a child. Her
aspiration and prayer would begin, and the whim and petulance
in which by diseased habit she had grown to indulge without
suspecting it, was burned up in the glow of her pure and poetic
spirit, which dearly loved the Infinite.
She writes: “August, 1847: Vale. — My oddities were never
designed — effect of an uncalculating constitution, at first,
then through isolation; and as to dress, from duty. To be
singular of choice, without singular talents and virtues, is as
ridiculous as ungrateful.” “It is so universal with all classes
to avoid contact with me that I blame none. The fact has
generally increased piety and self-love.” “As a traveller enters
some fine palace and finds all the doors closed, and he only
allowed the use of some avenues and passages, so have I wandered
from the cradle over the apartments of social affections, or the
cabinets of natural or moral philosophy, the recesses of ancient
and modern lore. All say — Forbear to enter the pales of the
initiated by birth, wealth, talents and patronage. I submit with
delight, for it is the echo of a decree from above; and from the
highway hedges where I get lodging, and from the rays which burst
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forth when the crowd are entering these noble saloons, whilst I
stand in the doors, I get a pleasing vision which is an earnest
of the interminable skies where the mansions are prepared for
the poor.”
“To live to give pain rather than pleasure (the latter so
delicious) seems the spider-like necessity of my being on earth,
and I have gone on my queer way with joy, saying, “Shall the
clay interrogate?” But in every actual case, ‘t is hard, and we
lose sight of the first necessity, — here too amid works red
with default in all great and grand and infinite aims. Yet with
intentions
disinterested,
though
uncontrolled
by
proper
reverence for others.”
When Mrs. Thoreau called on her one day, wearing pink ribbons,
she shut her eyes, and so conversed with her for a time. By and
by she said, “Mrs. Thoreau, I don’t know whether you have
observed that my eyes are shut.” “Yes, Madam, I have observed
it.” “Perhaps you would like to know the reasons?” “Yes, I
should.” “I don’t like to see a person of your age guilty of
such levity in her dress.”
When her cherished favorite, E. H., was at the Vale, and had
gone out to walk in the forest with Hannah, her niece, Aunt Mary
feared they were lost, and found a man in the next house and
begged him to go and look for them. The man went and returned
saying that he could not find them. “Go and cry, ‘Elizabeth!’"
The man rather declined this service, as he did not know Miss
H. She was highly offended, and exclaimed, “God has given you a
voice that you might use it in the service of your fellowcreatures. Go instantly and call ‘Elizabeth’ till you find
them.” The man went immediately, and did as he was bid, and
having found them apologized for calling thus, by telling what
Miss Emerson had said to him.
When some ladies of my acquaintance by an unusual chance found
themselves in her neighborhood and visited her, I told them that
she was no whistle that every mouth could play on, but a quite
clannish instrument, a pibroch, for example, from which none but
a native Highlander could draw music.
In her solitude of twenty years, with fewest books and those
only sermons, and a copy of “Paradise Lost,” without covers or
title-page, so that later, when she heard much of Milton and
sought his work, she found it was her very book which she knew
so well, — she was driven to find Nature her companion and
solace. She speaks of “her attempts in Malden, to wake up the
soul amid the dreary scenes of monotonous Sabbaths, when Nature
looked like a pulpit.”
“Malden, November 15th, 1805. — What a rich day, so fully
occupied in pursuing truth that I scorned to touch a novel which
for so many years I have wanted. How insipid is fiction to a
mind touched with immortal views! November 16th. — I am so small
in my expectations, that a week of industry delights. Rose
before light every morn; visited from necessity once, and again
for books; read Butler’s Analogy; commented on the Scriptures;
read in a little book, — Cicero’s Letters, a few: touched
Shakspeare, — washed, carded, cleaned house, and baked. To-day
cannot recall an error, nor scarcely a sacrifice, but more
fulness of content in the labors of a day never was felt. There
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is a sweet pleasure in bending to circumstances while superior
to them.
“Malden, September, 1807. — The rapture of feeling I would part
from, for days more devoted to higher discipline. But when
Nature beams with such excess of beauty, when the heart thrills
with hope in its Author, — feels that it is related to him more
than by any ties of Creation, — it exults, too fondly perhaps
for a state of trial. But in dead of night, nearer morning, when
the eastern stars glow or appear to glow with more indescribable
lustre, a lustre which penetrates the spirit with wonder and
curiosity, — then, however awed, who can fear? Since Sabbath,
Aunt B —— [the insane aunt] was brought here. Ah! mortifying
sight! instinct perhaps triumphs over reason, and every
dignified respect to herself, in her anxiety about recovery, and
the smallest means connected. Not one wish of others detains
her, not one care. But it alarms me not, I shall delight to
return to God. His name my fullest confidence. His sole presence
ineffable pleasure.
“I walked yesterday five or more miles, lost to mental or heart
existence, through fatigue, — just fit for the society I went
into, all mildness and the most commonplace virtue. The lady is
celebrated for her cleverness, and she was never so good to me.
Met a lady in the morning walk, a foreigner, — conversed on the
accomplishments of Miss T. My mind expanded with novel and
innocent pleasure. Ah! were virtue, and that of dear heavenly
meekness attached by any necessity to a lower rank of genteel
people, who would sympathize with the exalted with satisfaction?
But that is not the case, I believe. A mediocrity does seem to
me more distant from eminent virtue than the extremes of
station; though after all it must depend on the nature of the
heart. A mediocre mind will be deranged in either extreme of
wealth or poverty, praise or censure, society or solitude. The
feverish lust of notice perhaps in all these cases would injure
the heart of common refinement and virtue.”
Later she writes of her early days in Malden: “When I get a
glimpse of the revolutions of nations — that retribution which
seems forever going on in this part of creation, — I remember
with great satisfaction that from all the ills suffered, in
childhood and since, from others, I felt that it was rather the
order of things than their individual fault. It was from being
early impressed by my poor unpractical aunt, that Providence and
Prayer were all in all. Poor woman! Could her own temper in
childhood or age have been subdued, how happy for herself, who
had a warm heart; but for me would have prevented those early
lessons of fortitude, which her caprices taught me to practise.
Had I prospered in life, what a proud, excited being, even to
feverishness, I might have been. Loving to shine, flattered and
flattering, anxious, and wrapped in others, frail and feverish
as myself.”
She alludes to the early days of her solitude, sixty years
afterward, on her own farm in Maine, speaking sadly the thoughts
suggested by the rich autumn landscape around her: “Ah! as I
walked out this afternoon, so sad was wearied Nature that I felt
her whisper to me, ‘Even these leaves you use to think my better
emblems have lost their charm on me too, and I weary of my
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pilgrimage, — tired that I must again be clothed in the grandeurs
of winter, and anon be bedizened in flowers and cascades. Oh,
if there be a power superior to me, — and that there is, my own
dread fetters proclaim, — when will He let my lights go out, my
tides cease to an eternal ebb? Oh for transformation! I am not
infinite, nor have I power or will, but bound and imprisoned,
the tool of mind, even of the beings I feed and adorn. Vital, I
feel not: not active, but passive, and cannot aid the creatures
which seem my progeny, - myself. But you are ingrate to tire of
me, now you want to look beyond. ‘T was I who soothed your thorny
childhood, though you knew me not, and you were placed in my
most leafless waste. Yet I comforted thee when going on the daily
errand, fed thee with my mallows, on the first young day of bread
failing. More, I led thee when thou knewest not a syllable of
my active Cause, (any more than if it had been dead eternal
matter,) to that Cause; and from the solitary heart taught thee
to say, at first womanhood, Alive with God is enough, — ‘t is
rapture.’"
“This morning rich in existence; the remembrance of past
destitution in the deep poverty of my aunt, and her most unhappy
temper; of bitterer days of youth and age, when my senses and
understanding seemed but means of labor, or to learn my own
unpopular destiny, and that — but no more; — joy, hope and
resignation unite me to Him whose mysterious Will adjusts
everything, and the darkest and lightest are alike welcome. Oh!
could this state of mind continue, death would not be longed
for.” “I felt, till above twenty years old, as though
Christianity were as necessary to the world as existence; — was
ignorant that it was lately promulged, or partially received.”
Later: “Could I have those hours in which in fresh youth I said,
To obey God is joy, though there were no hereafter, I should
rejoice, though returning to dust.”
“Folly follows me as the shadow does the form. Yet my whole life
devoted to find some new truth which will link me closer to God.
And the simple principle which made me say, in youth and
laborious poverty, that, should He make me a blot on the fair
face of his Creation, I should rejoice in His will, has never
been equalled, though it returns in the long life of destitution
like an Angel. I end days of fine health and cheerfulness without
getting upward now. How did I use to think them lost! If more
liberal views of the divine government make me think nothing
lost which carries me to His now hidden presence, there may be
danger of losing and causing others the loss of that awe and
sobriety so indispensable.”
She was addressed and offered marriage by a man of talents,
education and good social position, whom she respected. The
proposal gave her pause and much to think, but after
consideration she refused it, I know not on what grounds: but a
few allusions to it in her diary suggest that it was a religious
act, and it is easy to see that she could hardly promise herself
sympathy in her religious abandonment with any but a rarelyfound partner.
“1807. Jan. 19, Malden [alluding to the sale of her farm]. Last
night I spoke two sentences about that foolish place, which I
most bitterly lament, — not because they were improper, but they
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arose from anger. It is difficult, when we have no kind of
barrier, to command our feelings. But this shall teach me. It
humbles me beyond anything I have met, to find myself for a
moment affected with hope, fear, or especially anger, about
interest. But I did overcome and return kindness for the
repeated provocations. What is it? My uncle has been the means
of lessening my property. Ridiculous to wound him for that. He
was honestly seeking his own. But at last, this very night, the
bargain is closed, and I am delighted with myself: — my dear
self has done well. Never did I so exult in a trifle. Happy
beginning of my bargain, though the sale of the place appears
to me one of the worst things for me at this time.”
“Jan. 21. Weary at times of objects so tedious to hear and see.
O the power of vision, then the delicate power of the nerve which
receives impressions from sounds! If ever I am blest with a
social life, let the accent be grateful. Could I at times be
regaled with music, it would remind me that there are sounds.
Shut up in this severe weather with careful, infirm, afflicted
age, it is wonderful, my spirits: hopes I can have none. Not a
prospect but is dark on earth, as to knowledge and joy from
externals: but the prospect of a dying bed reflects lustre on
all the rest.
“The evening is fine, but I dare not enjoy it. The moon and stars
reproach me, because I had to do with mean fools. Should I take
so mach care to save a few dollars? Never was I so much ashamed.
Did I say with what rapture I might dispose of them to the poor?
Pho! self-preservation, dignity, confidence in the future,
contempt of trifles! Alas, I am disgraced. Took a momentary
revenge on for worrying me.”
“Jan. 30. I walked to Captain Dexter’s. Sick. Promised never to
put that ring on. Ended miserably the month which began so
worldly.
“It was the choice of the Eternal that gave the glowing seraph
his joys, and to me my vile imprisonment. I adore Him. It was
His will that gives my superiors to shine in wisdom, friendship,
and ardent pursuits, while I pass my youth, its last traces, in
the veriest shades of ignorance and complete destitution of
society. I praise Him, though when my strength of body falters,
it is a trial not easily described.”
“True, I must finger the very farthing candle-ends, — the duty
assigned to my pride; and indeed so poor are some of those
allotted to join me on the weary needy path, that ‘t is
benevolence enjoins self-denial. Could I but dare it in the
bread-and-water diet! Could I but live free from calculation,
as in the first half of life, when my poor aunt lived. I had ten
dollars a year for clothes and charity, and I never remember to
have been needy, though I never had but two or three aids in
those six years of earning my home. That ten dollars my dear
father earned, and one hundred dollars remain, and I can’t bear
to take it, and don’t know what to do. Yet I would not breathe
to or my want. ‘T is only now that I would not let pay my hotelbill. They have enough to do. Besides, it would send me packing
to depend for anything. Better anything than dishonest
dependence, which robs the poorer, and despoils friendship of
equal connection.”
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In 1830, in one of her distant homes, she reproaches herself
with some sudden passion she has for visiting her old home and
friends in the city, where she had lived for a while with her
brother [Mr. Emerson’s father] and afterwards with his widow.
“Do I yearn to be in Boston? ‘T would fatigue, disappoint; I,
who have so long despised means, who have always found it a sort
of rebellion to seek them? Yet the old desire for the worm is
not so greedy as [mine] to find myself in my old haunts.”
1833. “The difficulty of getting places of low board for a lady,
is obvious. And, at moments, I am tired out. Yet how independent,
how better than to hang on friends! And sometimes I fancy that
I am emptied and peeled to carry some seed to the ignorant, which
no idler wind can so well dispense.” “Hard to contend for a
health which is daily used in petition for a final close.” “Am
I, poor victim, swept on through the sternest ordinations of
nature’s laws which slay? yet I’ll trust.” “There was great
truth in what a pious enthusiast said, that, if God should cast
him into hell, he would yet clasp his hands around Him.”
“Newburyport, Sept. 1822. High, solemn, entrancing noon,
prophetic of the approach of the Presiding Spirit of Autumn. God
preserve my reason! Alone, feeling strongly, fully, that I have
deserved nothing; according to Adam Smith’s idea of society,
‘done nothing;’ doing nothing, never expect to; yet joying in
existence, perhaps striving to beautify one individual of God’s
creation.
“Our civilization is not always mending our poetry. It is sauced
and spiced with our complexity of arts and inventions, but lacks
somewhat of the grandeur that belongs to a Doric and
unphilosophical age. In a religious contemplative public it
would have less outward variety, but simpler and grander means;
a few pulsations of created beings, a few successions of acts,
a few lamps held out in the firmament enable us to talk of Time,
make epochs, write histories, — to do more, — to date the
revelations of God to man. But these lamps are held to measure
out some of the moments of eternity, to divide the history of
God’s operations in the birth and death of nations, of worlds.
It is a goodly name for our notions of breathing, suffering,
enjoying, acting. We personify it. We call it by every name of
fleeting, dreaming, vaporing imagery. Yet it is nothing. We
exist in eternity. Dissolve the body and the night is gone, the
stars are extinguished, and we measure duration by the number
of our thoughts, by the activity of reason, the discovery of
truths, the acquirement of virtue, the approach to God. And the
gray-headed god throws his shadows all around, and his slaves
catch, now at this, now at that, one at the halo he-throws around
poetry, or pebbles, bags, or bubbles. Sometimes they climb,
sometimes creep into the meanest holes — but they are all alike
in vanishing, like the shadow of a cloud.”
To her nephew Charles: “War; what do I think of it? Why in your
ear I think it so much better than oppression that if it were
ravaging the whole geography of despotism it would be an omen
of high and glorious import. Channing paints its miseries, but
does he know those of a worse war, — private animosities,
pinching, bitter warfare of the human heart, the cruel
oppression of the poor by the rich, which corrupts old worlds?
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How much better, more honest, are storming and conflagration of
towns! They are but letting blood which corrupts into worms and
dragons. A war-trump would be harmony to the jars of theologians
and statesmen such as the papers bring. It was the glory of the
Chosen People, nay, it is said there was war in Heaven. War is
among the means of discipline, the rough meliorators, and no
worse than the strife with poverty, malice and ignorance. War
devastates the conscience of men, yet corrupt peace does not
less. And if you tell me of the miseries of the battle-field,
with the sensitive Charming, (of whose love of life I am
ashamed), what of a few days of agony, what of a vulture being
the bier, tomb and parson of a hero, compared to the long years
of sticking on a bed and wished away? For the widows and orphans
— Oh, I could give facts of the long-drawn years of imprisoned
minds and hearts, which uneducated orphans endure!
“O Time! Thou loiterer. Thou, whose might has laid low the
vastest and crushed the worm, restest on thy hoary throne, with
like potency over thy agitations and thy graves. When will thy
routines give way to higher and lasting institutions? When thy
trophies and thy name and all its wizard forms be lost in the
Genius of Eternity? In Eternity, no deceitful promises, no
fantastic illusions, no riddles concealed by thy shrouds, none
of thy Arachnean webs, which decoy and destroy. Hasten to finish
thy motley work, on which frightful Gorgons are at play, spite
of holy ghosts. ‘T is already moth-eaten and its shuttles
quaver, as the beams of the loom are shaken.
“Sat. 25. Hail requiem of departed Time! Never was incumbent’s
funeral followed by expectant heir with more satisfaction. Yet
not his hope is mine. For in the weary womb are prolific numbers
of the same sad hour, colored by the memory of defeats in virtue,
by the prophecy of others, more dreary, blind and sickly. Yet
He who formed thy web, who stretched thy warp from long ages,
has graciously given man to throw his shuttle, or feel he does,
and irradiate the filling woof with many a flowery rainbow, —
labors, rather — evanescent efforts, which will wear like
flowerets in brighter soils; — has attuned his mind in such
unison with the harp of the universe, that he is never without
some chord of hope’s music. ‘T is not in the nature of existence,
while there is a God, to be without the pale of excitement. When
the dreamy pages of life seem all turned and folded down to very
weariness, even this idea of those who fill the hour with crowded
virtues, lifts the spectator to other worlds, and he adores the
eternal purposes of Him who lifteth up and casteth down,
bringeth to dust, and raiseth to the skies. ‘T is a strange
deficiency in Henry Peter Brougham’s title of a System of
Natural Theology, when the moral constitution of the being for
whom these contrivances were made is not recognized. The
wonderful inhabitant of the building to which unknown ages were
the mechanics, is left out as to that part where the Creator had
put his own lighted candle, placed a vicegerent. Not to complain
of the poor old earth’s chaotic state, brought so near in its
long and gloomy transmutings by the geologist. Yet its youthful
charms as decked by the hand of Moses’ Cosmogony, will linger
about the heart, while Poetry succumbs to Science. Yet there is
a sombre music in the whirl of times so long gone by. And the
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bare bones of this poor embryo earth may give the idea of the
Infinite far, far better than when dignified with arts and
industry: — its oceans, when beating the symbols of ceaseless
ages, than when covered with cargoes of wax and oppression. How
grand its preparation for souls, — souls who were to feel the
Divinity, before Science had dissected the emotions, and applied
its steely analysis to that state of being which recognizes
neither psychology nor element.
“September, 1836. Vale. The mystic dream which is shed over the
season. O, to dream more deeply; to lose external objects a
little more! Yet the hold on them is so slight, that duty is
lost sight of perhaps, at times. Sadness is better than walking
talking acting somnambulism. Yes, this entire solitude with the
Being who makes the powers of life! Even Fame, which lives in
other states of Virtue, palls. Usefulness, if it requires
action, seems less like existence than the desire of being
absorbed in God, retaining consciousness. Number the wasteplaces of the journey, — the secret martyrdom of youth, heavier
than the stake, I thought, the narrow limits which know no
outlet, the bitter dregs of the cup, — and all are sweetened by
the purpose of Him I love. The idea of being no mate for those
intellectualists I’ve loved to admire, is no pain. Hereafter the
same solitary joy will go with me, were I not to live, as I
expect, in the vision of the Infinite. Never do the feelings of
the Infinite, and the consciousness of finite frailty and
ignorance, harmonize so well as at this mystic season in the
deserts of life. Contradictions, the modern German says, of the
Infinite and finite.”
I sometimes fancy I detect in her writings, a certain — shall I
say — polite and courtly homage to the name and dignity of Jesus,
not at all spontaneous, but growing out of her respect to the
Revelation, and really veiling and betraying her organic dislike
to any interference, any mediation between her and the Author
of her being, assurance of whose direct dealing with her she
incessantly invokes: for example, the parenthesis “Saving thy
presence, Priest and Medium of all this approach for a sinful
creature!” “Were it possible that the Creator was not virtually
present with the spirits and bodies which lie has made: — if it
were in the nature of things possible He could withdraw himself,
— I would hold on to the faith, that, at some moment of His
existence, I was present: that, though cast from Him, my
sorrows, my ignorance and meanness were a part of His plan; my
death, too, however long and tediously delayed to prayer, — was
decreed, was fixed. Oh how weary in youth — more so scarcely
now, not whenever I can breathe, as it seems, the atmosphere of
the Omnipresence: then I ask not faith nor knowledge; honors,
pleasures, labors, I always refuse, compared to this divine
partaking of existence; — but how rare, how dependent on the
organs through which the soul operates!
The sickness of the last week was fine medicine; pain
disintegrated the spirit, or became spiritual. I rose, — I felt
that I had given to God more perhaps than an angel could, — had
promised Him in youth that to be a blot on this fair world, at
His command, would be acceptable. Constantly offer myself to
continue the obscurest and loneliest thing ever heard of, with
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one proviso, — His agency. Yes, love Thee, and all Thou dost,
while Thou sheddest frost and darkness on every path of mine.”
For years she had her bed made in the form of a coffin; and
delighted herself with the discovery of the figure of a coffin
made every evening on their sidewalk, by the shadow of a church
tower which adjoined the house.
Saladin caused his shroud to be made, and carried it to battle
as his standard. She made up her shroud, and death still refusing
to come, and she thinking it a pity to let it lie idle, wore it
as a night-gown, or a day-gown, nay, went out to ride in it, on
horseback, in her mountain roads, until it was worn out. Then
she had another made up, and as she never travelled without being
provided for this dear and indispensable contingency, I believe
she wore out a great many.
“1833. I have given up, the last year or two, the hope of dying.
In the lowest ebb of health nothing is ominous; diet and exercise
restore. So it seems best to get that very humbling business of
insurance. I enter my dear sixty the last of this month.” “1835,
June 16. Tedious indisposition: —hoped, as it took a new form,
it would open the cool, sweet grave. Now existence itself in any
form is sweet. Away with knowledge; — God alone. He communicates
this our condition and humble waiting, or I should never
perceive Him. Science, Nature, — O, I’ve yearned to open some
page; — not now, too late. Ill health and nerves. O dear worms,
— how they will at some sure time take down this tedious
tabernacle, most valuable companions, instructors in the science
of mind, by gnawing away the meshes which have chained it. A
very Beatrice in showing the Paradise. Yes, I irk under contact
with forms of depravity, while I am resigned to being nothing,
never expect a palm, a laurel, hereafter.”
“1826, July. If one could choose, and without crime be gibbeted,
— were it not altogether better than the long drooping away by
age without mentality or devotion? The vulture and crow would
caw caw, and, unconscious of any deformity in the mutilated
body, would relish their meal, make no grimace of affected
sympathy, nor suffer any real compassion. I pray to die, though
happier myriads and mine own companions press nearer to the
throne. His coldest beam will purify and render me forever holy.
Had I the highest place of acquisition and diffusing virtue
here, the principle of human sympathy would be too strong for
that rapt emotion, that severe delight which I crave; nay for
that kind of obscure virtue which is so rich to lay at the feet
of the Author of morality. Those economists (Adam Smith) who say
nothing is added to the wealth of a nation but what is dug out
of the earth, and that, whatever disposition of virtue may
exist, unless something is done for society, deserves no fame,
— why I am content with such paradoxical kind of facts; but one
secret sentiment of virtue, disinterested (or perhaps not), is
worthy, and will tell, in the world of spirits, of God’s
immediate presence, more than the blood of many a martyr who has
it not.” “I have heard that the greatest geniuses have died
ignorant of their power and influence on the arts and sciences.
I believe thus much, that their large perception consumed their
egotism, or made it impossible for them to make small
calculations.”
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“That greatest of all gifts, however small my power of
receiving, — the capacity, the element to love the All-perfect,
without regard to personal happiness: — happiness? — ‘t is
itself.” She checks herself amid her passionate prayers for
immediate communion with God; — “I who never made a sacrifice
to record, — I cowering in the nest of quiet for so many years;
— I indulge the delight of sympathizing with great virtues, —
blessing their Original: Have I this right?” “While I am
sympathizing in the government of God over the world, perhaps I
lose nearer views. Well, I learned his existence a priori. No
object of science or observation ever was pointed out to me by
my poor aunt, but His Being and commands; and oh how much I
trusted Him with every event till I learned the order of human
events from the pressure of wants.”
“What a timid, ungrateful creature! Fear the deepest pit-falls
of age, when pressing on, in imagination at least, to Him with
whom a day is a thousand years, — with whom all miseries and
irregularities are conforming to universal good! Shame on me who
have learned within three years to sit whole days in peace and
enjoyment without the least apparent benefit to any, or
knowledge to myself; — resigned, too, to the memory of long years
of slavery passed in labor and ignorance, to the loss of that
character which I once thought and felt so sure of, without ever
being conscious of acting from calculation.”
Her friends used to say to her, “I wish you joy of the worm.”
And when at last her release arrived, the event of her death had
really such a comic tinge in the eyes of every one who knew her,
that her friends feared they might, at her funeral, not dare to
look at each other, lest they should forget the serious
proprieties of the hour.
She gave high counsels. It was the privilege of certain boys to
have this immeasurably high standard indicated to their
childhood; a blessing which nothing else in education could
supply. It is frivolous to ask, — And was she ever a Christian
in practice?” Cassandra uttered, to a frivolous, skeptical time,
the arcana of the Gods: but it is easy to believe that Cassandra
domesticated in a lady’s house would have proved a troublesome
boarder. Is it the less desirable to have the lofty abstractions
because the abstractionist is nervous and irritable? Shall we
not keep Flamsteed and Herschel in the observatory, though it
should even be proved that they neglected to rectify their own
kitchen clock? It is essential to the safety of every mackerel
fisher that latitudes and longitudes should be astronomically
ascertained; and so every banker, shopkeeper and wood-sawyer has
a stake in the elevation of the moral code by saint and prophet.
Very rightly, then, the Christian ages, proceeding on a grand
instinct, have said: Faith alone, Faith alone.

“NUN’S ASPIRATION”49
The yesterday doth never smile,
To-day goes drudging through the while,
Yet in the name of Godhead, I
49. This was originally entitled “Amita” and consisted of Waldo Emerson’s rendering into verse of a passage in Miss Mary Moody
Emerson’s diary. Part of the poem was read in advance of the “Amita” paper the nephew presented at this 1869 meeting of the
Woman’s Club in Boston.
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The morrow front and can defy;
Though I am weak, yet God, when prayed,
Cannot withhold his conquering aid.
Ah me! it was my childhood's thought,
If He should make my web a blot
On life's fair picture of delight,
My heart's content would find it right.
But O, these waves and leaves, —
When happy, stoic Nature grieves, —
No human speech so beautiful
As their murmurs mine to lull.
On this altar God hath built
I lay my vanity and guilt;
Nor me can Hope or Passion urge,
Hearing as now the lofty dirge
Which blasts of Northern mountains hymn;
Nature's funeral high and dim, —
Sable pageantry of clouds,
Mourning summer laid in shrouds.
Many a day shall dawn and die,
Many an angel wander by,
And passing, light my sunken turf,
Moist perhaps by ocean surf,
Forgotten amid splendid tombs,
Yet wreathed and hid by summer blooms
On earth I dream; — I die to be:
Time! shake not thy bald head at me.
I challenge thee to hurry past,
Or for my turn to fly too fast.

May 27, Thursday: In New-York, Susan B. Anthony and Elizabeth Cady Stanton had in frustration broken away from
the Equal Rights Association and formed the National Woman Suffrage Association. This organization was to
focus on securing a federal woman suffrage amendment as well as working in key state campaigns to get out
the vote. Anthony was serving as a member of the executive committee (later as vice-president) while Stanton
was president. For the next 30 years, Anthony would be traveling constantly across the country, promoting
women’s suffrage and women’s rights.

Paulina Wright Davis had elected to follow these leaders, and had played a large part in organizing a National
Woman Suffrage Association’s convention in New-York.
FEMINISM

On this day the Boston Daily Advertiser noted that Waldo Emerson had addressed this convention, and had
admonished the ladies that they ought to be striving to be pious because:
A man likes to have his wife possess piety.
(We may note for the record at this point that although Emerson always enjoyed the company of women,
especially in regard to intellectual stimulation, what he admired was a woman who in addition knew her place
and role. Women who seemed not to know their place and role, like Margaret Fuller for one fine example, he
seemed to have always regarded as control problems. He seemed to be conveying a message “Now, now, gentle
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ones, let’s not you get disruptive — this is after all a man’s world.” :-)

During this month Frederick Douglass was breaking with feminist leaders because they were refusing to
support ratification of the XVth Amendment unless and until it included a right to vote for all women, as well
as for black men. We may note for the record at this point that although Douglass always had a very fine
reputation of appearing to be in support of women’s rights, in fact he was a masculinist and in the various
successive versions of his published narrative, his own record of his life and attitudes and accomplishments,
stating what he considered to be of importance about himself, he devoted no attention whatever to the issue of
women’s rights. A conclusive case can be made, that he has been given too much benefit of the doubt. (It is
important to note that from a political perspective, granting black men the right to vote was followed
eventually by granting white women the right to vote, because black male voters had an ideological “fairness”
incentive to grant the franchise also to white women, whereas had the time sequence been inverted, and had
white women been granted the right to vote before black men, black men might never have been granted the
franchise, simply because voting white women would have had no incentive to cross the color bar and extend
the franchise to persons of color. We might suggest that here Douglass’s strategizing, although chauvinist, was
politically strategic.)
(Now, now, gentle ones, let’s not you get disruptive — this is after all a man’s world. :-)
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1870
The American Woman Suffrage Association began publishing the Woman’s Journal, edited by Mary
Livermore. Again Paulina Wright Davis played a large part in organizing the annual convention in New-York
of this Association.

The 15th Amendment to the US Constitution was duly ratified, and its language was gender-neutral. Although
this constitutional amendment had appeared to grant women the vote — by and large, when women went to
the polls they were turned away. Although there were exceptions –exceptions in which for instance in a strictly
local election Sarah Moore Grimké and Angelina Emily Grimké Weld, along with 58 other women voters,
were allowed to cast ballots, and their ballots were actually counted– what had always been explicit had
become merely implicit. (Except in the Utah Territory: there the operating rule became that a woman had the
right to at most one husband and at most one vote.)
The 1st female government official, ever (not counting queens or princesses), was one Esther Morris who in
this year was appointed justice of the peace of South Pass City in Wyoming.
FEMINISM

March 30: The 15th Amendment of the US Constitution passed, guaranteeing every adult American the right to vote
regardless of his race (note the weasel word “his”: adult American women need not apply).
Texas was readmitted to the federal union of the United States of America.
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THE MATTER, EXPLAINED
Unionist govt. appointed by Missouri Constitutional Convention 1861

Missouri

Elected Union & unelected rump CSA governments from 1861

Kentucky

July 24, 1866

Tennessee

June 22, 1868

Arkansas

June 25, 1868

Florida

July 4, 1868

North Carolina

July 9, 1868

South Carolina

July 9, 1868

Louisiana

July 13, 1868

Alabama

July 21, 1868; July 15, 1870

Georgia

January 26, 1870

Virginia

February 23, 1870

Mississippi

March 30, 1870

Texas

1872
The 1st African American woman, Charlotte Ray, graduated from the law school of Howard College.
A woman’s suffrage proposal before the legislature of the Dakota Territory failed by a single vote.
FEMINISM
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June 6: To test the constitutionality of the ban on women’s suffrage, Susan B. Anthony and other suffragists registered
on this day in Rochester, New York to vote in the national presidential election of November 4th. When she
would cast this ballot she would be taken under arrest, and would in 1873 be tried in the US District Court at
Canandaigua. Her trial would be a sham, the judge not even bothering to poll the jury before pronouncing her
guilty. He would impose a fine of $100 (guess what, they never would get this hundred bucks out of her).

FEMINISM
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1874
Mary Ann Shadd Cary prepared testimony to present before the House Judiciary Committee in support of
women’s suffrage. She submitted her MS of a book outlining her contribution to the abolitionist movement to
a New-York publisher and the package was rejected with a letter addressed to “M.A. S. Cary, Esq.”

In Minor v. Happersett, the United States Supreme Court ruled that the XVth Amendment did not grant women
a right to vote.
FEMINISM

A referendum gave Michigan’s male voters the chance to enfranchise women, and they voted against women’s
suffrage.
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1875
In Michigan and Minnesota, women obtained the franchise to vote in school elections.
FEMINISM

Ellen Emerson, when she obtained a seat on the School Committee, became the 1st woman to be elected to
public office in Concord.
May Alcott opened an art gallery and workshop on the 2d floor of the Town School building, above the
Concord fire engines.
The new public school establishment had no clue that the 1st Amendment might be used to rule out
government aid for the religious schools they sought to destroy, so what they worked toward was a new,
separate constitutional amendment that would prohibit public funds, tax money, from being used for such
independent schools. This was known as the Blaine Amendment, and in this year it fell short by four votes of
the necessary 2/3ds margin needed for passage in the US Senate. The nativist Know-Nothing Party enrolled in
the struggle, and in addition the Ku Klux Klan. The campaign for the new constitutional amendment was taken
to the legislatures of the various states. Eventually, 29 state legislatures, including the state legislature of New
York, would add Blaine Amendments to their state constitutions in order to destroy the Catholic school system.

1878
At some point in the 1870s, Susan B. Anthony, along with Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Matilda Joslyn Gage,
had begun to undertake the difficult task of writing their massive HISTORY OF WOMAN SUFFRAGE. Anthony
did not consider this the most pleasant task she ever faced –she said she would rather make history than write
it– but nevertheless the first three volumes had been published by 1886, and the HISTORY OF WOMAN
SUFFRAGE eventually would be six volumes long).

Mrs. William Choate founded the New-York Exchange for Woman’s Work, to enable women (especially, Civil
War widows) to sell homemade goods and earn money.
A federal amendment to provide to adult women citizens the franchise to vote was introduced for the 1st time,
by Senator A.A. Sargeant of California.
The 1st International Woman’s Rights Congress, in Paris, France.
FEMINISM
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1881
Thomas Wentworth Higginson’s COMMON SENSE ABOUT WOMEN, made up primarily of pieces he had placed
in the Woman’s Journal.

COMMON SENSE ... WOMEN
Harriet Hanson Robinson’s MASSACHUSETTS IN THE WOMAN SUFFRAGE MOVEMENT. She publicly affiliated
with Susan B. Anthony’s National Woman’s Suffrage Association.

MASS. WOMAN SUFFRAGE
Mary Ann Shadd Cary also became an active member of the National Woman’s Suffrage Association.

FEMINISM

February 22: A section of the national Socialist Labor Party was organized in Providence, Rhode Island by Philip J.
Murphy, with Frank Fowler as secretary. This association had, for its objects, universal voting suffrage and
“that the sources of life –viz., land, the means of production, public transportation and exchange– become the
property of the whole people.” About 60 citizens of Providence would join.
FEMINISM
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1882
Due to subversion by the liquor industry, the suffragists lose electoral battles in both Nebraska and Indiana.
FEMINISM

An illustration purporting to be from a balloon’s point of view, a panoramic view of Narragansett Bay, was
published by J.G. Thompson of Providence, Rhode Island:

In Providence, a Woman’s Suffrage Association of Rhode Island (Elizabeth Buffum Chase, president, Mrs.
M.J. Channing, corresponding secretary) was holding regular monthly meetings at its offices in the Hoppin
Homestead Building at 283 Westminster Street. At these meetings papers were being read and discussed, after
which usually there would be an informal tea.
FEMINISM
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1883
Harriet Hanson Robinson’s “Early Factory Labor in New England,” in Massachusetts Bureau of Statistics of
Labor, FOURTEENTH ANNUAL REPORT (Boston: Wright & Potter, 1883), pages 380-82, 387-88, 391-92.

EARLY FACTORY LABOR
Women in the Washington territory were granted full voting rights. Prominent suffragists traveled to
Liverpool, where they formed an International Council of Women. At this meeting, the leaders of the National
and American associations worked together, laying the foundation for a reconciliation between these two
groups.
FEMINISM

1885
September: Publication of Catherine H. Birney’s THE GRIMKÉ SISTERS: SARAH AND ANGELINA GRIMKÉ / THE FIRST
AMERICAN WOMEN ADVOCATES OF ABOLITION AND WOMAN’S RIGHTS.

ANGELINA EMILY GRIMKÉ

SARAH MOORE GRIMKÉ
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1887
Mary Ann Shadd Cary was one of two representatives of color at the annual congress of the Association for
the Advancement of Women in New-York (Frances Ellen Watkins Harper also attended).

Rhode Island made itself the 1st eastern state to vote on a woman’s suffrage referendum — but voted down
this amendment to the state Constitution. Elizabeth Buffum Chase, in bed recovering from surgery, pointedly
inquired of a friend:
“Well, what shall we do next?”
The United States Supreme Court struck down the law that had enfranchised women in the Washington
Territory. Meanwhile, the United States Congress denied the right to vote to the women of Utah. Meanwhile,
however, the women of Kansas won the right to vote, but only in municipal elections.
FEMINISM
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1888
Susan B. Anthony in founding the International Council of Women extended her scope from a national to a
worldwide concern for women’s rights. She would act as the head of the US delegation to meetings in 1899 in
London and in 1904 in Berlin.

FEMINISM

1890
Harriet Hanson Robinson and her daughter Harriette Lucy Robinson (Shattuck) helped the National and
American woman’s associations merge to form a National Woman Suffrage Association of Massachusetts.
Elizabeth Cady Stanton became the new national organization’s first president (the daughter “Mrs. Shattuck”
would also be active in this year in the formation of the General Federation of Women’s Clubs).
FEMINISM

1893
As a result of the strategy of Carrie Chapman Catt, Colorado men make their state the 2d in which women have
attained to full voting rights.
FEMINISM
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1895
In this year in which, on the other side of the pond, Friedrich Nietzsche was issuing his DER ANTICHRIST
[THE ANTICHRIST: A CURSE UPON CHRISTIANITY], the National American association formally condemned
Elizabeth Cady Stanton’s WOMEN’S BIBLE, a critique of Christianity.
Beginning of the New York State Association Opposed to Woman Suffrage.
FEMINISM

1896
The National American association hired Ida Husted Harper to launch an expensive suffrage campaign in
California — which ultimately failed.
In Washington DC, black women’s organizations converged under the umbrella of the National Association of
Colored Women headed by Margaret Murray Washington and Mary Church Terrell (in a related piece of news,
this was also the year in which Plessy v. Ferguson would establish the “separate but equal” provision for the
nation’s public schools).
Carrie Chapman Catt organized her 2d successful western feminist campaign, in which Idaho enfranchised
women because she was able cleverly to sever the suffrage issue from the eastern movement and from
prohibition (in related pieces of news, this was also the year in which “When the Saints Go Marching In”
was published, and in which the bank in Montpelier, Idaho was robbed by Butch Cassidy, Elzy Lay,
and Bob Meeks).
FEMINISM

January 4: Utah became the 45th state and the women of Utah regained the vote.
FEMINISM
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1897
The National American association began publishing the National Suffrage Bulletin, edited by Carrie
Chapman Catt.
FEMINISM

1900
Susan B. Anthony’s long-term efforts to generate funds for the education of women resulted in this year in the
admission of female students to the University of Rochester.
In this year she retired as the president of the National American, recommending Carrie Chapman Catt,
who was then elected, as her successor.
FEMINISM

1902
Women from 10 nations met in Washington DC to plan an international effort for suffrage. Clara Barton was
among the speakers.
New Hampshire’s men voted down a women’s suffrage referendum.
FEMINISM
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1904
Dissidents from the International Council of Women formed the more aggressive International Women
Suffrage Alliance.
Carrie Chapman Catt needing to attend her husband in the final stages of his illness, the Rev. Dr. Anna Howard
Shaw took over as president of the National American.
FEMINISM

1906
Elizabeth Cady Stanton’s daughter, Harriot Stanton Blatch, returned from England and was appalled by the
National American association’s conservatism. She responded by forming the Equality League of Self
Supporting Women, to reach out to the working class.
FEMINISM

February: Susan B. Anthony attended a women’s suffrage convention in Baltimore. During the course of that trip she
asserted a belief that “Failure is Impossible.”

FEMINISM
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1909
The Women’s Trade Union League coordinated a large strike by 20,000 women workers in New York City’s
garment district. Wealthy women supported the strike with a boycott. Through such strikes, it proved possible
to connect working class women with the suffrage movement.
FEMINISM

1910
Emma Smith DeVoe organized a grass-roots campaign in Washington State, where women won full
enfranchisement.
Harriot Stanton Blatch’s Equality League changed its name to the Women’s Political Union. Emulating the
grassroots tactics of labor activists, they organized America’s first large-scale suffrage parade, in New York
City.
FEMINISM

1911
A two-year famine began in Russia. While people were starving to death on the landscape, this nation would
continue to export a full fifth of its annual grain production (this constituting about a quarter of world trade in
grain).
With a little help from the National American, California women won full voting rights.
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1912
Caroline H. Dall died.
The US Congress extended the 8-hour day to all federal employees (but private industry continued to require
a workday of 10 to 14 hours from employees).
Abigail Scott Duniway dissuaded National American members from involving themselves in Oregon’s
grassroots suffrage campaign, and Oregon enfranchised women.
New Mexico and Arizona were admitted to the Union as the 47th and 48th states. Arizona enfranchised
women.
Kansas enfranchised women.
Alaska’s territorial legislature enfranchised women.
For the first time, Presidential candidates began to court the female vote. Democratic candidate Woodrow
Wilson won the Presidential election.
FEMINISM
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1913
Ernest J. Harrison, the 3d European to earn shodan ranking in Kodokan judo, prepared THE FIGHTING SPIRIT
OF JAPAN, the initial book in the English language book to describe in detail judo and other of the modern
Japanese martial arts.
The planting of Japanese Yoshino trees around the Tidal Basin in Washington DC would continue from this
point until 1920. Cherry trees of the other 11 varieties, and the remaining Yoshino trees, would be planted in
East Potomac Park.

Suffragist Alice Paul organized 8,000 women for a parade through Washington DC. She became the leader of
the Congressional Union, a militant branch of the National American association.
Kate Gordon organized the Southern States Woman Suffrage Conference, and suffragists planned to lobby the
Southern state legislatures for laws so carefully worded that they would enfranchise white women without
enfranchising black women.
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Illinois granted women a new form of partial suffrage by allowing that they could vote, but only in presidential
elections.
President Woodrow Wilson held the first presidential press conference at the Executive Offices of the White
House. All newsmen who covered the White House were invited, and about 125 attended (previous news
conferences had been limited to selected or favored reporters).
First Lady Ellen Wilson replaced the White House’s colonial garden with a formal rose garden designed with
George Burnap, and Beatrix Farrand designed a new East Garden.
FEMINISM

1914
The Fellowship of Reconciliation was founded as World War I began, pledging to “keep the bonds of Christian
love unbroken across the frontier.”
CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE

Margaret Sanger separated from her husband William and began a series of affairs with several men, including
Havelock Ellis and H.G. Wells. She was indicted for circulating through the mails a magazine The Woman
Rebel, in which she attacked the “Comstock Law” restrictions on distribution of contraceptive information.
FEMINISM

The US Senate voted down the “Susan B. Anthony” amendment.
Nevada and Montana enfranchised women citizens.
New York socialite Mary Phelps Jacobs patented the brassiere (the original purpose of the device was to flatten
the breasts, rather than support or protect them).
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The Congressional Union alienated leaders of the National American association by campaigning against prosuffrage Democrats in the congressional elections.

Dr. Bernard Weil mobilized into the French army soon after the outbreak of World War I. The family, including
André Weil, born in 1906, would move each time he was transferred.
SIMONE WEIL
During the Great War, Otto Frank would be serving in the German Army, and he would reach the rank of
lieutenant. (Later on, he would have occasion to discover that this having been a good soldier wouldn’t really
serve to obtain for him or for his family any particular credit as “good Germans.” Go figure.)
ANTISEMITISM

ANNE FRANK

1915
Annie Russell Marble’s PAGEANT: HEROINES OF LITERATURE (The Commonwealth Press). Interestingly,
Marble was an opponent of woman suffrage.
FEMINISM
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Anna Howard Shaw’s tactical conservatism culminated in a loss of support from the National American
members. She resigned and Carrie Chapman Catt replaced her as president.
FEMINISM

Margaret Sanger had been promoting woman-controlled contraceptives such as suppositories and douches.
In this year, visiting a Dutch birth-control clinic, she was made aware of a new more flexible diaphragm that
so long as it was carefully fitted by medically trained staff could prove greatly effective.
October: William Sanger had gone to jail for 30 days for distributing a copy of his wife’s “Family Limitation”
pamphlet to an undercover postal agent. She, keen to focus media attention on her trial and generate favorable
public support, returned to New York to face the charges against her as editor of The Woman Rebel. When the
couple’s 5-year-old daughter Peggy died suddenly in November, the federals decided that they would avoid
unfavorable publicity by dropping this prosecution. Margaret Sanger embarked on a nationwide tour to
promote birth control and managed to get herself arrested in various cities.
FEMINISM

1916
Woodrow Wilson promised that the Democratic Party Platform would endorse female suffrage.
The Congressional Union transformed itself into the National Woman’s Party.
FEMINISM

October 16, day: Margaret Sanger, Fania Mendell, and Ethel Byrne opened America’s 1st birth-control clinic, in
Brownsville, Brooklyn, New York (it would be raided on the 24th and its nurses incarcerated, with Margaret
herself held for a month).50
FEMINISM

In Helsinki, five of the Six Songs op.86 by Jean Sibelius to words of Tavaststjerna, Karlfeldt, and Snoilsky
were performed for the initial time.
November 7: Woodrow Wilson was re-elected as President of the United States of America. Montana elected suffragist
Jeanette Rankin to the House of Representatives.
FEMINISM

50. Upon appeal the Brownsville decision would be upheld, but the New York State appellate court would exempt physicians from
the law prohibiting dissemination of contraceptive information to women so long as the contraceptive devices were being prescribed
for the health of the patient — this loophole would allow Margaret Sanger the opportunity in 1923 to open a legal, physician-run
birth control clinic.
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1917
The Arkansas legislature granted women the right to vote in primary but not general elections (the result of
this partial suffrage was that white women obtained the vote, women of color did not).
Five midwestern states, and Rhode Island, granted women the right to vote in presidential elections only.
New York State became the 1st eastern state to fully enfranchise women.
FEMINISM

January 4, Thursday: Calhoun Doty Geiger was born in Jacksonville, Florida.51
On the first day of New York’s legislative session, a bill was introduced to give women in the state the right
to vote.
FEMINISM

A Mr. Goppert of the German Embassy visited Enver, Talaat, and Foreign Minister Halil to convey the
message that this “forced Islamization” thingie that was going on in their country –something that had no
conceivable connection either with military exigency or with the security of the state– needed to cease
instantly.
At 5:45PM there was an aurora borealis, and then at 10:45PM a very pronounced one. “Notwithstanding the
advanced phase of the moon, the whole northern half of the hemisphere was affected by it, and had the moon
been absent the sight would have been truly magnificent. As it was, great beams shot up vertically and
horizontally, the latter forming great arches, and the former appearing like searchlights. Frequently an
immense area of the sky would become illuminated as if by a great cloud of mist, and the light would pass up
to the zenith with lightning rapidity, appearing like clouds of light being wafted upwards from the N. horizon.
The clouds were mostly greenish, like a gas-mantle, but the background of the sky was pale ruby.”
January 10: National Woman’s Party pickets held up two banners in our nation’s puzzle palace, Washington DC:
“Mr. President, What Will You Do For Woman Suffrage?” and “How Long Must Women Wait For Liberty?”
These pickets would rotate hourly, on the sidewalk outside President Woodrow Wilson’s White House, for half
a year. Their banners would become more and more offensive. Police would begin arresting suffragettes who
were picketing there, and some, including Paul and Lucy Burns, would go on hunger strike while in jail; their
militancy would meet with sympathy from some quarters but disdain from others.
CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE
FEMINISM

April 2: Jeannette Rankin of Montana, the first woman elected to the US Congress, was formally seated in the House
of Representatives.
FEMINISM

51. The family pronounces its name with the G as in “go” and the EI as in “eager.”
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April 6: The US Congress declared war on Germany. Under the leadership of Carrie Chapman Catt, in order to gain
support for women’s suffrage the National American association aligned itself with the WWI war effort.
President Woodrow Wilson authorized the federal Bureau of Investigation to detain enemy aliens. During
WWI the Bureau acquired responsibility for enforcement of the Espionage, Selective Service, and Sabotage
Acts, and investigated enemy aliens on behalf of the Department of Labor.

WORLD WAR I
FEMINISM

June 22: The Capitol police began to arrest the National Woman’s Party pickets on the sidewalk in front of Woodrow
Wilson’s White House on a charge of obstructing sidewalk traffic. As these pickets were tried and found guilty,
they would refuse to pay $25 fines and be sentenced to up to six months at the Occoquan Workhouse in
Virginia.
FEMINISM

November 15: Georges Clemenceau became Premier of France, succeeding Painlove.
WORLD WAR I
What has come to be known as the “Night of Terror,” at the Occoquan Workhouse in Virginia. Superintendent
William Whittaker encouraged his prison guards to abuse 33 women inmates convicted of having obstructed
“sidewalk traffic” while picketing Woodrow Wilson’s White House for the right to vote — his idea, it would
appear, was to teach these criminal women a lesson they wouldn’t soon forget:
“Very well, I am willing to practice cruelty.”
That night the 40 guards beat Lucy Burns (who had been a student at Vassar and Yale University) with their
clubs, chained her hands to the cell bars above her head, and left her to hang there. In shoving Dora Lewis
(a graduate of Cambridge University) into a dark cell, her head got knocked against a metal bed and she lost
consciousness — cellmate Alice Cosu, imagining that Lewis had been killed, had a heart attack. Affidavits
would describe the guards as grabbing, dragging, beating, choking, slamming, pinching, twisting, and kicking
the women (this is depicted in an HBO movie, “Iron Jawed Angels” — refer to Doris Stevens’s JAILED FOR
FREEDOM (NY: Liveright Publishing, 1920) or to American History Magazine for October 2004).
FEMINISM
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November 27-28: The prison “alienist” (psychiatrist) having refused to declare Friend Alice Stokes Paul52 insane so
that she could be permanently institutionalized, the jailed White House pickets of the National Woman’s Party,
still on hunger strike, were unconditionally released.

(Friend Alice, being force fed at the Occoquan Workhouse)
FEMINISM
CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE

52. Friend Alice, a graduate of Swarthmore and the University of Pennsylvania, was one of the leaders of the National Woman’s
Party. She would receive a law degree in 1922. She is the author of the Equal Rights Amendment:
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1918
President Woodrow Wilson issued a statement supporting an amendment to the federal Constitution to grant
woman’s suffrage.
Montana Representative Jeanette Rankin opened debate in the US House of Representatives on a new suffrage
amendment, which passed. Although President Wilson addressed the United States Senate in support of the
19th Amendment, it failed to win the required 2/3 majority of Senate votes.
FEMINISM

1919
Michigan, Oklahoma, and South Dakota joined the full suffrage states.
The National American association held its convention in St. Louis, where Carrie Chapman Catt rallied to
transform the association into the League of Women Voters.

For a 3d time, the US House of Representatives voted to enfranchise women. The US Senate finally passed
the 19th Amendment to the federal Constitution, and suffragists began a ratification campaign.
FEMINISM

1920
Annie Russell Marble’s PAGEANT: THE CHILDREN’S QUEST, and her THE WOMEN WHO CAME IN THE
MAYFLOWER (Boston, Chicago: The Pilgrim Press). Interestingly, in this year in which American women were
finally achieving the right to vote, Marble was an opponent of woman suffrage.
FEMINISM
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August 18: British Lord Milner and Egyptian nationalist Saad Zaghlul agreed that there would need to be a treaty
whereby Britain could recognize Egypt as an independent constitutional monarchy.
Completing a 75-year campaign, despite the political subversion of anti-suffragists (particularly in
Tennessee53) the number of state legislatures ratifying the 19th Amendment to the federal Constitution reached
¾ and adult American female citizens not guilty of crime thereby achieved full voting privileges (the only
thing remaining would amount to a few days of paperwork).
FEMINISM

August 26: The 19th Amendment to the federal Constitution went into effect.

Amendment XIX
The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be
denied or abridged by the United States or by any state on
account of sex.
Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate
legislation.
FEMINISM

Charlotte Woodward and Rhoda Palmer, the only surviving attendees of the 1848 women’s rights convention
in Seneca Falls, were in attendance at the ceremony marking the completion of this process (only Woodward
would live long enough actually to be able to insert a ballot in a ballot box).
CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE

1921
The 7-ton white marble statue commissioned of Adelaide Johnson by the National Women’s Party, depicting
Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Susan Brownell Anthony, and Friend Lucretia Mott, to commemorate the passage, in
1920, of the 19th Amendment to the US Constitution, was presented to the all-male Congress. The three
portrait busts are copies of the ones she had carved for the Court of Honor of the Woman’s Building at the
World’s Columbian Exhibition in 1893. A black Belgian marble base and a white Carrara marble base would
be donated by Adelaide Johnson in 1925. However, the black stone would arrive broken and would not be
replaced by the artist until 1929. By 1930 both pieces would be installed, and it would soon be being referred
to as “Three Women in a Bathtub.” After a struggle among representatives with differing attitudes, and a
temporary exhibit on the Rotunda, the three practitioners of civil disobedience would be secreted in a broom
closet in the basement. The government brochure now lists the vitas of the three figures as:
•

•

Elizabeth Cady Stanton (1815-1902), president of the National Woman Suffrage Association from
1865 to 1893; author of the woman’s bill of rights, which she read at the Seneca Falls, New York,
convention in 1848; first to demand the vote for women.
Susan B. Anthony (1820-1906), abolitionist, temperance advocate, and later president of the National
American Woman Suffrage Association, who joined with Stanton in 1851 to promote woman
suffrage; proposed the constitutional amendment passed many years after her death.

53. Also, in the case of Hawk vs. Smith, anti-suffragists protested the ratification process in the Ohio legislature but the Supreme
Court decided in favor of the constitutionality of Ohio’s ratification process.
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Lucretia Mott (1793-1880), Quaker reformer and preacher, who worked for abolition, peace, and
equality for women in jobs and education; organizer of the 1848 Seneca Falls, New York, convention,
which launched the women’s rights movement.

FEMINISM

1923
Annie Russell Marble’s WOMEN OF THE BIBLE, THEIR SERVICES IN HOME AND STATE, and her FOUNDERS OF
PAGEANT-PLAY, ADAPTED FROM THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES (Century). Interestingly, Marble
had been an opponent of woman suffrage.
THE FAITH: A

FEMINISM
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Proposal of the Equal Rights Amendment to the federal Constitution:

FEMINISM

(We’re still not there yet. The amendment has faced most fiercely determined opposition, opposition that
seems to be fueled by the principled objection that since American women already enjoy equal rights, they
have no need for equal rights.)
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1965
A decision of the US Supreme Court, Griswold v. Connecticut, made birth control legal for married couples.
Only a few months later, on September 6, 1966, Margaret Sanger, the founder of the birth control movement,
would die in a Tucson nursing home at the age of 86.

Austin Meredith’s rancid comments:
The joke’s on us, because we insist upon supposing that someone who is antislavery must also be antiracist
when that fairly often has simply not been so, when we insist upon supposing that someone who is egalitarian
and an advocate of fairness must also be opposed to the extermination of the unfit when that fairly often has
simply not been so, when we suppose that someone who is in favor of careful birth control is in favor of the
careful nurturing of children, etc. We need to own up to the fact that we live in a world in which an antislavery,
abolitionist attitude can and often does spring from a feeling that persons of color have no business even
existing, or have no business being here in our nation with us. Prime examples of that attitude would be Hinton
Rowan Helper’s THE IMPENDING CRISIS and Hinton’s white hero, good ol’ boy Waldo Emerson.
We need to own up to the fact that we live in a world in which an egalitarian attitude of fairness toward all can
and often does spring from a feeling that we are being bothered by the presence of unfitness and incompetence.
Prime examples of that attitude would be Adolf Hitler and Margaret Sanger.
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I wonder why it is that we have such difficulty appreciating this.
We live in a world in which, very often, people come at us posturing with Righteous Attitude A and come at
us posturing with Righteous Attitude B — because these accumulating righteousnesses constitute their cover
story for their clutching at Unrighteous Attitude C. For instance, from time to time we discover that someone
who is vehemently antiracist and loud about it also happens to be covertly antiSemitic. From time to time we
discover that someone who is vehemently antisexist also happens to be covertly speciesist. Etc. This is a hard
world. It is a strange world. But it is very real. In this real world when the devil comes visiting us, he comes
quoting Scripture.
It may be from time to time that we notice even ourselves “putting our best foot forward” in this manner in
our search for acceptance and for personal acceptability. —We’re a mixed bag, we humans are.
EUGENICS
COPYRIGHT NOTICE: In addition to the property of others,
such as extensive quotations and reproductions of
images, this “read-only” computer file contains a great
deal of special work product of Austin Meredith,
copyright 2013. Access to these interim materials will
eventually be offered for a fee in order to recoup some
of the costs of preparation. My hypercontext button
invention which, instead of creating a hypertext leap
through hyperspace —resulting in navigation problems—
allows for an utter alteration of the context within
which one is experiencing a specific content already
being viewed, is claimed as proprietary to Austin
Meredith — and therefore freely available for use by
all. Limited permission to copy such files, or any
material from such files, must be obtained in advance
in writing from the “Stack of the Artist of Kouroo”
Project, 833 Berkeley St., Durham NC 27705. Please
contact the project at <Kouroo@kouroo.info>.
“It’s all now you see. Yesterday won’t be over until
tomorrow and tomorrow began ten thousand years ago.”
– Remark by character “Garin Stevens”
in William Faulkner’s INTRUDER IN THE DUST

Prepared: June 9, 2013
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ARRGH AUTOMATED RESEARCH REPORT
GENERATION HOTLINE

This stuff presumably looks to you as if it were generated by a
human. Such is not the case. Instead, upon someone’s request we
have pulled it out of the hat of a pirate that has grown out of
the shoulder of our pet parrot “Laura” (depicted above). What
these chronological lists are: they are research reports
compiled by ARRGH algorithms out of a database of data modules
which we term the Kouroo Contexture. This is data mining.
To respond to such a request for information, we merely push a
button.
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Commonly, the first output of the program has obvious
deficiencies and so we need to go back into the data modules
stored in the contexture and do a minor amount of tweaking, and
then we need to punch that button again and do a recompile of
the chronology — but there is nothing here that remotely
resembles the ordinary “writerly” process which you know and
love. As the contents of this originating contexture improve,
and as the programming improves, and as funding becomes
available (to date no funding whatever has been needed in the
creation of this facility, the entire operation being run out
of pocket change) we expect a diminished need to do such tweaking
and recompiling, and we fully expect to achieve a simulation of
a generous and untiring robotic research librarian. Onward and
upward in this brave new world.
First come first serve. There is no charge.
Place your requests with <Kouroo@kouroo.info>.
Arrgh.
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