GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE
FEEDING THE TIN FISH

(A COMIC LOOK AT WORLD WAR II)1

“NARRATIVE HISTORY” AMOUNTS TO FABULATION,
THE REAL STUFF BEING MERE CHRONOLOGY

1. My coldblooded intent here is to characterize the period of our 2d world war as what it was. It was a convulsion of helplessness
beyond anything humankind had to that point experienced. I will attempt to forego sympathy and access the affect of helpless people
on the various sinking ships at sea –torpedoed or whatever, waiting for their collective fate to engulf them– merely to assist in
depicting the general helplessness experienced during such a spasm of fate.
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“They fight and fight and fight; they are fighting now,
they fought before, and they’ll fight in the future....
So you see, you can say anything about world history....
Except one thing, that is. It cannot be said that world
history is reasonable.”
— Fyodor Mikhaylovich Dostoevski
NOTES FROM UNDERGROUND

“Fiddle-dee-dee, war, war, war,
I get so bored I could scream!”
—Scarlet O’Hara

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

WORLD WAR II

WWII

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE
1798
The Alien Enemy Act of the US Congress legalized summary arrest and imprisonment of citizens of foreign
powers at war with the United States of America.2 This 1798 act is not so strange, in a nation which permitted
human slavery. This 1798 act would prove useful 143 years later, in 1942 after we had unlegalized our slavery,
when Peru desired to get rid of its Japanese-Peruvian citizens.3 Basing its actions on the principle that the
Government of Japan, like many national governments, recognizes the jus sanguinis “you belong to us until
you die” concept of citizenship4 and basing its actions on the white Peruvian government’s desire to rid itself
of as many non-white citizens as possible (since these little yellow people might conceivably ally themselves
with the despised Peruvian Indians whom the Peruvian government desired to oppress), the US government
officials pretended to believe the self-serving lies they were told by their Peruvian contacts: that these Japanese
in Peru were a group of patriotic males of military years who had already served in the Japanese armed forces
and were probably reserve officers in disguise –working in their Peruvian cover occupations such as chicken
ranch laborers and bazaar shopkeepers making the equivalent of $9.60 per week and waiting to provide military
intelligence to Jap subs offshore– the Japanese-Peruvians were rounded up and shipped to the United States.
The Immigration and Naturalization Service intentionally refrained from issuing visas so that the presence of
these people in the USA, although they were being brought here to be held in our concentration camp, would
be de facto illegal and undocumented. When these people were brought to the ships in Peru, their baggage was
confiscated and they were strip-searched and any excess cash on their persons was “confiscated.” When a ship
would arrive in the port of San Diego CA from Peru, the INS would rent a special blacked-out train and
transport its prisoners to a former CCC camp in Kenedy TX which had been converted into a concentration

2. This act is to be found on page 577 of UNITED STATES STATUTES AT LARGE, Volume I (Boston MA: Little, Brown, 1861).
We don’t have to make any secret of this stuff, it just hides in plain sight.
3. Today we note, interestingly, that Peru has a Japanese-Peruvian President. That probably means there is no race hatred there.
4. I came across this concept of citizenship in regard to Iranian-Americans. It is a scheme according to which there can be no such
thing as a citizen’s renunciation of citizenship and according to which there can be no such thing as a person with joint citizenship.
During the regime of Shahanshah Pahlavi, our friend sent SAVAK assassination squads to the USA from time to time to murder
American citizens on American soil, and our FBI wasn’t interested. The enemies the Shah was having murdered had been born in
Iran, as far as our ally the Government of Iran was concerned that meant these people were Iranian citizens and that made it
impossible for them to be US citizens, and so you see it wasn’t any of our business.
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camp by the addition of watchtowers and barbed wire fences. During their years in camp the prisoners could
work for $0.10 an hour. Camp records indicate that it cost us about $0.36 a day to feed our prisoners.5
This program continued through 1943 and 1944, as shipload after shipload of people were kidnapped in Peru
and brought under guard to the port of San Diego. In 1946 all these Mongoloids were officially cleared any
suspicion of having been alien enemies, but of course Peru refused to discuss the possibility of taking them
back and of course Japan was not of interest and of course the US Government, wary of assuming an
obligation, refused to give its kidnapped hostages any documentation of their status here. Their status was
changed from “alien enemy” to “nonresident alien” and so of course anything they could earn over $1.40 per
day was subject to a 30% federal withholding tax.6 –And it all began in 1798, a period during which slavery
made a whole lot of sense to a whole lot of free Americans.
WORLD WAR II

LIFE IS LIVED FORWARD BUT UNDERSTOOD BACKWARD?
— NO, THAT’S GIVING TOO MUCH TO THE HISTORIAN’S STORIES.
LIFE ISN’T TO BE UNDERSTOOD EITHER FORWARD OR BACKWARD.

5. I once had a friend, Hans Theodore Zink, who had been born a US citizen but had been taken to Germany by his parents, and had
taken the first opportunity he could find to desert from the German Army at the age of 18 and surrender to the American Army in
Europe, and who finished out the war as the Geneva Convention representative at one of these concentration camps. After WWII,
since as well as being a US citizen by birth and as well as being utterly innocent of any wrongdoing he was also a white man, it was
easy for him to obtain papers.
6. Necessarily, all this info is sketchy and does not do justice to the details of the various experiences, which are elaborate. I’m just
trying here to give a general picture of a government of a democracy, in which nobody gives a good God Damn for anyone’s rights.
You can read C. Harvey Gardiner’s PAWNS IN A TRIANGLE OF HATE: THE PERUVIAN JAPANESE AND THE UNITED STATES
(Seattle WA: U of Washington P, 1981) for yourself, if this sort of material is of interest to you.
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1892
September 8, Thursday: The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag, as published in Youth’s Companion, was to be recited
by our nation’s schoolchildren while facing the flag and saluting it by the uplifting of a stiff right hand (this
part of the ceremony would, for some reason, be discontinued during World War II :-).
SEPARATION OF CHURCH AND STATE

WHAT I’M WRITING IS TRUE BUT NEVER MIND
YOU CAN ALWAYS LIE TO YOURSELF
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1904
When entomologist G.W. Kirkaldy provided species descriptions for a series of insects whose names all ended
in “-chisme” (pronounced “kiss me”), the guy must have been terminally horny, for among his species names
are such as Polychisme, Marichisme and Dollischisme.
By means of a surprise attack of undeclared war, the Japanese destroyed a Russian naval group at Port Arthur,
and invaded Korea. (Battle of Port Arthur, Russo-Japanese war. Heads up, this is an alert of things to come.
Those who do not remember history are condemned to repeat it — and things that happen the first time as
tragedy, tend to happen the second time as farce. :-)
WORLD WAR II

Chestnut blight from Japan was detected in the New York City area, with the first reported case at the Bronx
Zoological Park. It is thought the fungal pathogen, Cryphonectria parasitica, arrived with importation of
Asian chestnut trees in 1890. This disease quickly advanced to destroy nearly the entire native population of
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American Chestnut, until that time the largest of eastern trees and one of the most significant forest dominants
in the Eastern mixed mesophytic association. Rupp indicates that the pathogen arrived in 1895 amid a
shipment of Chinese chestnut trees that would eventually be planted at the newly founded New York Botanical
Garden. Rupp also calculated the loss in lumber alone at $400 billion.

PLANTS

THE TASK OF THE HISTORIAN IS TO CREATE HINDSIGHT WHILE
INTERCEPTING ANY ILLUSION OF FORESIGHT. NOTHING A HUMAN CAN
SEE CAN EVER BE SEEN AS IF THROUGH THE EYE OF GOD.

World War II
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1908
Dr. David Fairchild of the US Department of Agriculture gave cherry saplings to boys from each District of
Columbia school to plant in their schoolyard for the observance of Arbor Day. In closing his Arbor Day lecture,
Dr. Fairchild for the first time expressed an appeal that the “Speedway” (the present day corridor of
Independence Avenue SW, in West Potomac Park) be transformed into a “Field of Cherries.” In attendance
was Eliza Scidmore, whom Dr. Fairchild characterized as a great authority on Japan.
The Swiss discovered that only 55% of their men without a regular exercise program were likely to come up
to military entrance standards. Japanese military doctors doing research on the island of Okinawa established
that the karate students there were physically more fit than Okinawans in general. Because of studies such as
these, various governments around the world would begin to sponsor physical training in public schools — but
Japan would not be in the forefront of this effort. Although in England the professional wrestler Sada Kazu
Uyenishi was teaching soldiers at Aldershot and Shorncliffe Camp, the Japanese officer caste was not
interested in encouraging their enlisted men to become experts at karate, possibly because when struck by an
officer (as frequently did happen), such soldiers might be tempted to strike back, and might get the upper hand.
Franklin Delano Roosevelt wrote that he regarded a war between the USA and Japan as an inevitability.
“We have the Philippines and they need the Philippines,” he reasoned plausibly.
Sooner or later, the Japanese will try to bolster up their power
by another war. Unfortunately for us, we have what they want
most, the Philippines.... When it comes, we will win over Japan,
but it will be one of the most disastrous conflicts the world
has ever seen.
(Hey, gentle reader, I got a question for ’ya. A guy who believes stuff like the above — exactly how hard
is he going to work to preserve the peace? Is struggling to preserve world peace going to be his locofocus?
–Or, instead, is said wiseass going to be carefully manipulating and fine-tuning and sharp-penciling the
conditions under which this inevitable foreseen war is to begin in order to reassure himself as to the conditions
under which said grand-powers world-historical struggle will come to its completion? In particular: is he likely
to be caught napping, after a number of decades of such grand scheming, by one or another “sneak attack”?
Seriously, now.)
WORLD WAR II

CHANGE IS ETERNITY, STASIS A FIGMENT

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

WORLD WAR II

WWII

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE
1909
February 6, Saturday: Scherzo fantastique op.3 for orchestra by Igor Stravinsky was performed for the initial time, in
St. Petersburg. An interested ballet impressario named Sergei Dyaghilev was in the audience.
Alfred Russel Wallace wrote to the Daily News about “Flying Machines in War.” Military leaders had assured
him that airplanes and dirigibles would never be used for purposes of mass destruction –dropping aerial bombs
on enemy population centers full of civilians– and nevertheless, he was insisting that if ever there was a time
to call the Liberal government to dissociate itself from the prospect of such a prospective crime against
humanity, it was the present.7

He foresaw that there was a crying need for a treaty among all “civilized” nations against the use of the new
flying machines for a new sort of mass destruction.
WORLD WAR II
ATOMIC BOMBS

THE FUTURE IS MOST READILY PREDICTED IN RETROSPECT

7. It was during this year that the 1st flight was being accomplished, by Louis Blériot in a monoplane with a 25-horsepower motor,
across the international barrier known as the English Channel. It is almost as if this Englishman Alfred Russel Wallace were already
capable of imagining Coventry, and London under the Blitz, and Dresden and Tokyo and Hiroshima and Nagasaki, and the Twin
Towers of New York City. Wrap your mind around that!
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1915
R.J. Reynolds’s chewing tobacco manufacturing company in Winston, North Carolina had developed a line of
pipe tobaccos, and had in 1913 introduced the first American blend cigarette, known as “Camel.” By his death
in 1918 of a pancreatic cancer that hypothetically might now be linked to a lifetime of chewing tobacco,
Reynolds would have brought economic development in North Carolina.8 By this year, however, 14 states had
banned cigarettes while others enacted control regulations. The taxes on tobacco products had increased, and
the government had broken up a trade cartel. An advertising campaign began for a new brand of cigarettes,
made of a very much milder than usual mixture of American and Turkish tobacco:

(By 1927 such prohibitions against tobacco would have been rescinded in all states because income from taxes
upon tobacco products had rendered our government a full-profit participant in this aspect of the drug trade.)
8. R.J. Reynolds had four children one of whom was either murdered or a suicide, one of whom died of a stomach cancer that may
have been smoking-related, and two of whom definitively died because of smoking.

READ ALL ABOUT IT
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Richard Martin Willstätter was awarded a Nobel Prize for his work with plant pigments, particularly
chlorophyll. After World War I, Willstätter would continue his work in biological chemistry, investigating the
synthesis of cocaine and the nature of enzymes. By World War II, Willstätter would suffer the isolation and
persecution of so many other Jewish German scientists, and eventually would feel obliged to migrate to
Switzerland. At one point during the war Gestapo agents would attempt to take him into custody: “He was in
his garden at the time, however, and the Gestapo did not think to look for him there.”
BOTANIZING

THE FUTURE CAN BE EASILY PREDICTED IN RETROSPECT
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1918
January 17, Thursday: Robinson Jeffers received a request for clarification from the Aviation Examining Board:
APPLICATION FOR COMMISSION INDICATES SOME QUESTION IN JEFFERS’ MIND
AS TO HIS “UNDERSTANDING OF THE TERM ‘PILOT.’”
Soon this board would be informing the poet that he was simply too old to become a pilot:
IT IS TO BE REGRETTED THAT THE FACT THAT YOU HAVE REACHED YOUR
THIRTY-FIRST YEAR EXCLUDES A CHANGE OF YOUR APPLICATION AT THE
PRESENT TIME TO THAT OF “PILOT.”
The 31-year-old poet would apply again, as an aerial observer, and would again be turned away:
FROM THE AVIATION EXAMINATION BOARD:
APPLICATION FOR ADMISSION. BOARD IS NOT AUTHORIZED TO EXAMINE AT
PRESENT ANY APPLICANTS FOR SERVICE AS AERIAL OBSERVERS.
WORLD WAR I
So, what was it that was going on in Jeffers’s mind? He tells us, to the best of his understanding, in these notes:
It seemed to him that war was unavoidable as the world was (and
is) arranged. He thought in 1916 that our entrance into the war
on one side or the other was unavoidable. (Is not so sure of
that now.) Disliked the cant of our neutrality, followed by the
cant of “our war for democracy” “war to end war,” our
belligerancy [sic].
Did not enlist in the ranks because we were very poor, seemed
to have no financial future, and had two babies. Suffered
considerable disturbance of mind on the subject. Made various
unsuccessful applications for training for commission — examined
for aviation, rejected on account of high blood pressure.
Disturbance of mind and Conflict of motives on the subject of
going to war or not was probably one of several factors that
about this time made the world and his own mind much more real
and intense to him. A kind of awakening So that he felt at the
age of thirty-one a kind of awakening, such as adolescents and
religious converts are said to experience.
Later on, when preparing his THE DOUBLE AXE AND OTHER POEMS for publication in the World War II
timeframe, Jeffers would inform his editors Bennett Cerf and Saxe Commins at Random House that his sour
attitude toward human superfluous activities “devoted to self-interference, self-frustration, self-incitement and
self-worship” were attitudes that had come to him “at the end of the war of 1914.”
It is based on the recognition of the astonishing beauty of
things and on a rational acceptance of the fact that mankind is
neither central nor important in the universe.
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1919
A news item relating to the development of ELECTRIC WALDEN technology: Hugo Koch’s “secret
writing machine,” which during World War II would be known as the Enigma, demonstrated yet again that
technology which in and of itself is quite innocent may have wicked as well as benevolent applications.

ELECTRIC

WALDEN

NOBODY COULD GUESS WHAT WOULD HAPPEN NEXT
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1920
The idea of expunging the Old Testament from the Christian Bible was reintroduced in Germany by Professor
Adolf Karl Gustav von Harnack, a very influential late-19th Century and early 20th-Century liberal Protestant
theologian, in his MARCION, GOSPEL OF THE ALIEN GOD. He himself may not have been antisemitic, but guess
what, the Nazis –who would tend toward the idea that the deity being worshiped in the Jewish scripture that
became the Old Testament actually was Satan (and the Jews therefore devil-worshipers who needed to be
exterminated)– would be enthusiastically adopting this professor’s proposal.9
WORLD WAR II
December: US President Woodrow Wilson, the architect of the Treaty of Versailles that had brought World War I to its
sad conclusion, was the unanimous choice of the Nobel Peace Prize Committee. –Isn’t it a pity that no member
of the committee had read John Maynard Keynes’s THE ECONOMIC CONSEQUENCES OF THE PEACE, in which
the economist was predicting that as a result of the terms of this treaty all hell was going to break loose again?
–Isn’t it a pity that no member of the award committee was paying attention to Sigmund Freud?

WORLD WAR II

9. Sometimes it behooves us to be extra special careful what we suggest.
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1921
July 23, Saturday: “Operations Plan 712” was accepted by the Major General Commandant of the USMC, establishing
the US Marine Corps concept of war strategy for the Pacific Ocean.
WORLD WAR II

DO I HAVE YOUR ATTENTION? GOOD.

July 29, Friday: In Germany, Adolf Hitler became Der Führer of the Nationalsozialistische Deutsche Arbeiterpartei
(National Socialist German Workers’ Party, or NSDAP), the “Nazi” Party.

WORLD WAR II
During this year, Franklin Delano Roosevelt was being stricken with polio at Campobello. For the remainder
of his life he would be unable to walk unaided.
During this year, Benito Mussolini was entering the Italian parliament as a right-winger.

World War II
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1922
Hiroo Onoda was born in Kainan, Japan.
LAST TO SURRENDER

WORLD WAR II
April 12, Wednesday: The Führer of the German National Socialist “Nazi” Party, Adolf Hitler, raised as a Catholic,
spoke in München about his feelings as a Christian: “My feelings as a Christian points me to my Lord and
Savior as a fighter.... As a Christian I have no duty to allow myself to be cheated, but I have the duty to be a
fighter for truth and justice ... and if there is anything which could demonstrate that we are acting rightly, it is
the distress that daily grows. For as a Christian I have also a duty to my own people.”
WORLD WAR II
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1923
The War Resisters League (now at 339 Lafayette Street, New York, NY 10012, wrl@warresisters.org)
was founded:
Believing war to be a crime against humanity, the War Resisters
League advocates Gandhian nonviolence as the method for creating
a democratic society free of war, racism, sexism, and human
exploitation.
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Germany having been unable to pay its war damages, the French military occupied the industrially valuable
Ruhr area.
WORLD WAR I
WORLD WAR II

“MAGISTERIAL HISTORY” IS FANTASIZING: HISTORY IS CHRONOLOGY
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Jefferson Monroe Levy, a nephew of Uriah Phillips Levy, had repaired and restored Monticello. In this year
he transferred the property to a Thomas Jefferson Memorial Foundation, that would present the property as a
house museum honoring President Thomas Jefferson.10
By changing sides 3 times during World War I and managing to end up on the victorious side, Romania had
greatly profited, and had come to include large areas from defeated Russian and Hungary and Austria which
included great numbers of Jews.

FAMOUS LASTS
November 11, 1918

Private Henry Gunther of
Baltimore, Maryland

killed as news arrived in his unit of the signing of
the World War I armistice at 11:00AM

1923

Jews became citizens, in
Romania

Romania made itself the final European nation to
grant citizenship to its Jews

1924

California grizzly bear in the
Sierra Nevada mountains

extinct

In this year Romania became the last European nation to grant citizenship to its Jews — but do not suppose
for a moment that this meant that Romania would love or respect its Jewish “citizens.” Only about half of them
would survive the pogroms of World War II. For instance, in Bucharest in early 1941, a line of these Jewish
citizens would be forced to strip and get down on all fours and crawl one by one into a slaughterhouse where
they were being beheaded, and their skin stamped “fit for human consumption.”
HEADCHOPPING

10. The foundation, which would adopt the same animus toward Jews and Judaism as had been in fact held by President Jefferson,
would for many years choose to suppress facts about the manner in which Monticello had been preserved for our nation.

ANTISEMITISM
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November 8, Thursday: Over the previous 3 days the Polish military had put down a general strike against economic
chaos.
In Germany, Adolf Hitler’s “Beer Hall Putsch”: The Bavarian government held a meeting of about 3,000
officials in the Burgerbräukeller of München. Bavarian leader Gustav von Kahr was speaking on the necessity
of dictatorship when Adolf Hitler entered at the head of his armed paramilitaries, the S.A. Der Führer jumped
up on a table, fired a couple of rounds into the air, and told the audience that the München Putsch was taking
place and “National Revolution” had begun.

Leaving Hermann Göring and the Sturm Abteilung to guard the 3,000 officials, he took Gustav von Kahr, Otto
von Lossow (the commander of the Bavarian Army), and Hans von Lossow (the commandant of the Bavarian
State Police) into an adjoining room. Der Führer told the men that he was to be the new leader of Germany
and they could have posts in his new government. The three were hesitant to commit high treason. Hitler
threatened to shoot them and then commit suicide: “I have three bullets for you, gentlemen, and one for me!”
Finally the three were cowed. Soon afterwards Eric Ludendorff arrived. Ludendorff had been the leader of the
Army at the end of WWI. He had therefore found Der Führer’s claim that the war had not been lost by the
army but by Jews, Socialists, Communists and the civilian government, attractive, and was a strong supporter
of the Nazi Party. Ludendorff agreed to head the Army in Hitler’s new government. While Der Führer had
been appointing government ministers, Ernst Röhm, leading a group of stormtroopers, had seized the War
Ministry, and Rudolf Hess was arranging the arrest of Jews and left-wing political leaders in Bavaria. They
made plans to march on Berlin and remove the national government. Surprisingly, Der Führer had not
arranged for his stormtroopers to take control of the radio stations and the telegraph offices. This meant that
the national government in Berlin soon heard about this putsch and gave orders for it to be crushed.
WORLD WAR II
“My feelings as a Christian points me to my Lord and
Savior as a fighter.... As a Christian I have no duty
to allow myself to be cheated, but I have the duty to
be a fighter for truth and justice ... and if there is
anything which could demonstrate that we are acting
rightly, it is the distress that daily grows. For as a
Christian I have also a duty to my own people.”
— Adolf Hitler, April 12, 1922
WORLD WAR II
GERMANY
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THE FUTURE CAN BE EASILY PREDICTED IN RETROSPECT

November 9, Friday: In the early morning, when it became apparent that German lower officers and enlisted men
would remain loyal to the Berlin government, Gustav von Kahr and General Otto von Lossow renounced
Adolf Hitler and Eric Ludendorff. Der Führer, Ludendorff, and 3,000 armed supporters of the Nazi Party,
marching through München in an attempt to join up with Röhm’s forces at the War Ministry, at Odensplatz
found their way blocked by the local police. When they refused to stop, the police fired into the ground in front
of the marchers. The stormtroopers returned fire and during the next few minutes 21 people were killed and
another 100 were wounded, included Hermann Göring. When the shooting began, Hitler threw himself to the
ground so violently that his dislocated his shoulder. He then ran to a nearby car. Although the police were
outnumbered, all the Nazis likewise ran away, leaving only Eric Ludendorff and his adjutant to continue to
walk toward the line of police. Later, Nazi historians would explain that their leader had left the scene in order
to rush an injured young boy to the local hospital. After hiding in a friend’s house for several days, Der Führer
would be taken into custody, and would stand trial for high treason. The penalty might have been death. While
in prison Der Führer would suffer from depression and talk of suicide. However, it soon became clear that
sympathizers in the Bavarian government were going to make sure that he would not be punished severely. At
his trial he would be allowed to turn the proceedings into a political rally, and although he would be found
guilty he would receive only the minimum sentence of five years. Other members of the Party also would
receive light sentences, and Eric Ludendorff would be acquitted.
WORLD WAR II

November 11, Sunday: 11 a.m. For the first time on Armistice Day, the BBC broadcast two minutes of silence and The
Last Post.
Adolf Hitler was arrested and taken to Landsberg Prison, 65 kilometers west of München.
The Piano Quintet of Ernest Bloch was performed for the first time, in the Klaw Theater, New York. Joining
Bloch in the audience was his Cleveland Institute colleague, Roger Sessions.
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November 14, Wednesday: The Oberfrankische Zeitung of Bayreuth printed an open letter from Winifred Wagner
about the recent events in München. “The whole of Bayreuth knows that we have a friendly relationship with
Adolf Hitler ... this German man who, filled with ardent love for his fatherland, is sacrificing his life for his
idea of a purified, united, national greater Germany, who has set himself the hazardous task of opening the
eyes of the working class to the enemy within and to Marxism and its consequences, who as no other has
managed to bring people together in brotherly reconciliation, has been able to do away with the almost
insuperable class hatred, who has restored to thousands upon thousands of despairing people the joyous hope
of a reviving, dignified fatherland and a firm belief in it.”
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1925
A DRAFT OF XVI CANTOS was published by Three Mountains Press in Paris, where Ezra Pound
had employment as an editor.

Hector Charles Bywater’s THE GREAT PACIFIC WAR: A HISTORY OF THE AMERICAN-JAPANESE CAMPAIGN OF
1931-33 described the possibility of a Japanese military conquest of the Pacific Ocean region. This book was
reviewed in the New York Times and an attaché with the Japanese embassy in Washington DC at the time,
Isoroku Yamamoto, would have a great deal to do with the staging of the conflict. The embassy was aware of
this, for it registered an official protest characterizing it as “provocative.” There are any number of similarities
between the course of the war projected in this book by the imagination of the author, and the actual
development of WWII in the Pacific Theater as planned by Admiral Yamamoto, despite the fact that the initial
sneak attack imagined by Bywater hit the US Navy in Philippine waters rather than at its Pearl Harbor base.
In addition, the monograph may very well have been accessed during British planning for a naval air attack on
the Italian naval base at Taranto during November 1940.
WORLD WAR II
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Great Britain, the USA, and Germany, among other nations, agreed in principle to a proposed Geneva Protocol
renouncing 1st use of biological weapons. Isn’t that nice?
WORLD WAR II
Although this Protocol prohibited the use of chemical and biological agents, it omitted to mention any halt to
research and development of these agents.
Despite this, for some reason Japan was unwilling to be a party to this treaty. Were they up to something?
Also, although the United States became a signatory, a full half century would elapse before our Senate would
be willing to ratify the signature of our diplomat. Were we up to something?

GERM WARFARE

Oh, gosh, Mr. Pogo, you don’t suppose we have met the enemy and they are us?
In this year the German Jewish couple who would become the parents of Anne Frank, Otto Frank and Edith
Holländer, got married and settled in Frankfurt am Main, Germany.

CHANGE IS ETERNITY, STASIS A FIGMENT
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July 18, Saturday: The 1st volume of Adolf Hitler’s “My Prisons” opus FOUR YEARS OF STRUGGLE AGAINST LIES,
STUPIDITY, AND COWARDICE, retitled by its publisher as MEIN KAMPF (MY STRUGGLE), was published by Max
Amann. Would you like to be inspired?
Hitler would be in prison in Germany this year and the next. He was what you’d call a political prisoner.
WORLD WAR II

This jailhouse author, we notice now, was guilty of uncritically passing along racist remarks which had
originated with the German traveler Johann J. von Tschudi in TRAVELS IN PERU, DURING THE YEARS 18381842 ON THE COAST, AND IN THE SIERRA, ACROSS THE CORDILLERAS AND THE ANDES, INTO THE PRIMEVAL
FORESTS, published in London in English translation in 1847, racist remarks which had subsequently been
brought forward in such accounts as Dr. Josiah Clark Nott’s and George Robin Gliddon’s foundational
textbook of the new racialist American anthropology, published in London in 1854, TYPES OF MANKIND: OR,
ETHNOLOGICAL RESEARCHES, BASED UPON THE ANCIENT MONUMENTS, PAINTINGS, SCULPTURES, AND
CRANIA OF RACES, AND UPON THEIR NATURAL, GEOGRAPHICAL, PHILOLOGICAL, AND BIBLICAL HISTORY:
ILLUSTRATED BY SELECTIONS FROM THE UNEDITED PAPERS OF SAMUEL GEORGE MORTON, M.D., AND BY
ADDITIONAL CONTRIBUTIONS FROM PROF. L. AGASSIZ, LL.D., W. USHER, M.D.; AND PROF. H.S. PATTERSON,
M.D., and again subsequently been brought forward in 1876 by Herbert Spencer in Volume I of his THE
PRINCIPLES OF SOCIOLOGY. Some lies are so choice, they never die.
Of course, as we all know, Adolf was the sort of guy who would only use biological weapons if he could get
away with it.
He wasn’t like us at all.
WORLD WAR II
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( What he would do would be a radical departure from what had come before ;-)

Allein ganz abgesehen davon, daß der Mensch die Natur
noch in keiner Sache überwunden hat, sondern höchstens
das eine oder andere Zipfelchen ihres ungeheuren,
riesenhaften
Schleiers
von
ewigen
Rätseln
und
Geheimnissen erwischte und emporzuheben versuchte....
(Mein Kampf. München: Zentralverlag der NSDAP, page
314)

ISIS
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1926
September 8, Wednesday: Germany, the reformed aggressor nation, was admitted to the League of Nations. World war
was over, over, over.
In the interwar period, as part of a peacetime army, George Smith Patton, Jr. would be playing one hell of a lot
of Polo. He would be experiencing a couple of tours of duty in Hawaii, a tour in the Office of the Chief of
Cavalry at the War Department in Washington DC, and three tours of duty with the 3d Cavalry at Fort Myer,
Virginia.

And he would get to kill absolutely nobody. He was like a mama in between babies. Ho-hum. Is peace going
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to last just forever?

Fortunately, our warrior had allies:
“War, stress or conflict is to the man what maternity
is to the woman. I do not believe in perpetual peace;
not only do I not believe in it but I find it depressing
and a negation of all the fundamental virtues of man.”
— Benito Mussolini

HISTORY’S NOT MADE OF WOULD. WHEN SOMEONE REVEALS, FOR
INSTANCE, THAT A PARTICULAR PERSON WOULD BE PLAYING A HELL
OF A LOT OF POLO, S/HE DISCLOSES THAT WHAT IS BEING CRAFTED IS
NOT REALITY BUT PREDESTINARIANISM. THE RULE OF REALITY IS THAT
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THE FUTURE HASN’T EVER HAPPENED, YET. THE 1ST WORLD WAR
WASN’T BEING CALLED THE 1ST WORLD WAR YET, BECAUSE ONLY AN
INADEQUATE NUMBER OF PEOPLE WERE AS YET THINKING IN TERMS OF
AN ENTITY TO BE TERMED THE 2D WORLD WAR.

World War II
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1927
During this year Robinson Jeffers was reading Stevenson and Galsworthy to his twin sons Donnan and Garth.
Carl Sandburg paid the family a visit.
As a promotional stunt for the Curtiss Candy Company, a barnstorming pilot staged an aerial assault upon the
Hialeah racetrack near Miami, Florida, dropping Babe Ruth candybars. Paul W. Tibbets, Jr., age 12 and
presumably still living with his mom Enola Gay Tibbets, was along for this airplane ride.

WORLD WAR II
ATOMIC BOMBS

“ENOLA GAY”

(At the end of his life Mr. Tibbets would indicate a desire to be cremated rather than buried — he wouldn’t
want to risk a tombstone due to his supposition that some nasty person might want to desecrate it.)

NOBODY COULD GUESS WHAT WOULD HAPPEN NEXT

World War II
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1928
A DRAFT OF CANTOS XVII-XXVII was published by the Three Mountains Press in Paris.
The Briand-Kellog anti-war pact was signed in Paris.

READ THE FULL TEXT
Finally, all was quiet on the Western Front:

The graves lay silent, row on row.
WORLD WAR I
WORLD WAR II

“Killing to end war, that’s like fucking
to restore virginity.”
— Vietnam-era protest poster
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1929
June 7, Friday: With the ratification of the Laterian Treaty, Vatican City came into existence.
The “Young Committee” headed by Owen D. Young and J.P. Morgan made its recommendations to Germany
and the allies on the issue of reparations. They had worked out a plan whereby Germany could afford
payments, and this plan was to be implemented by a new Bank for International Settlements. So, everyone was
presuming that this problem had received the money people’s attention and been put to bed.
WORLD WAR I
WORLD WAR II

When the police of Gastonia, North Carolina raided a tent city of workers striking against Loray Mills, a textile
company, the strikers returned fire. Ten people were killed. Seven strike leaders held on charges of murder
eventually would jump bail, and flee to the Soviet Union.
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1930
All the cantos by Ezra Pound so far were brought together and published by the Hours Press in Paris, under
the title A DRAFT OF XXX CANTOS. During the following decade he would complete CANTOS LII-LXXI
(focused on Chinese history) and begin to contribute anti-Semitic pieces to magazines.11 He had recently
become a supporter of Adolf Hitler and Benito Mussolini.
ANTISEMITISM
WORLD WAR II

11. “... my worst mistake was the stupid suburban anti-Semitic prejudice, all along that spoiled everything ... I found after seventy
years that I was not a lunatic but a moron ... I should have been able to do better ....”
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The last seen wild Thylacinus cynocephalus, the Tasmanian tiger, was shot by Wilf Batty, a farmer at
Mawbanna who had for several weeks seen the animal in the vicinity of his house.

At the end of the movie “All Quiet on the Western Front,” the Hollywood actor Lew Ayres took a sniper bullet
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through his helmet, upon which butterflies alighted.

OHNE MICH!
In World War II, this actor would register as a conscientious objector and would instantly be fired by L.B.
Mayer of MGM, He would wind up a labor camp and from there volunteer to serve as a combat medic,
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accumulating 3 battle stars for courage under fire in the rescue of wounded soldiers.
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September 14, Sunday: The Germans, desperate, in depression, largely unemployed, in the general election elected the
Nazi Party, making it the 2d largest political party in the nation, with all of 107 seats in the Reichstag (the
number had previously been 12 or 14; Communists also gained, from 54 to 77 seats). The Nazis, displaying
supreme confidence and zeal and righteousness, said they knew the answer — or would think of one right soon.
WORLD WAR II

The German Social Democrat Party was the largest party in the Reichstag, but did not hold a majority over all
the other parties, and therefore its leader, Hermann Mueller, was going to need to rely on the cooperation of
others such as the Nazis in order to rule. After the Social Democrats would refuse to reduce unemployment
benefits, Mueller would be replaced as Chancellor by Heinrich Bruening of the Catholic Centre Party (BVP).
However, with his party having merely 87 of the 577 seats in the Reichstag, he also would find it extremely
difficult to gain agreement for his policies. Der Führer would use this situation to his advantage, pointing
out to all and sundry that parliamentary democracy simply was not functioning. Hitler’s main message to the
people was that Germany’s economic recession was due to the Treaty of Versailles. Other than refusing to pay
reparations, he neglected to explain how he was planning to improve the economy. With a divided Reichstag
the power of the President became more important, and therefore he would plan to challenge Paul von
Hindenburg for the Presidency.
“My feelings as a Christian points me to my Lord and
Savior as a fighter.... As a Christian I have no duty
to allow myself to be cheated, but I have the duty to
be a fighter for truth and justice ... and if there is
anything which could demonstrate that we are acting
rightly, it is the distress that daily grows. For as a
Christian I have also a duty to my own people.”
— Adolf Hitler, April 12, 1922
WORLD WAR II
GERMANY
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1931
The Japanese army invaded Manchuria, and set up a new country they called Manchukuo. They would make
their ward Henry Pu-yi, formerly the child emperor of China, its Chief Executive.12
There was financial crisis in Europe.
September 18, Friday: Adolf Hitler was in Nürnberg campaigning for president when at his München apartment a 23year-old niece, Angela Maria “Geli” Rabaul, daughter of his half-sister Angela Hitler, found a letter to him
from Eva Braun and proceded to shoot herself through the heart.
Japanese army officers caused explosions on a railroad near Mukden to prevent the arrival forthcoming orders
from Tokyo, orders that they restrain themselves in Manchuria. Then when skirmishes broke out they attacked
the Chinese — and were on their way to creating a puppet state, Manchukuo.
WORLD WAR II
September 30, Wednesday: When thousands of Londoners rioted near the Battersea Town Hall in protest against
unemployment, the police charged on horseback and many were trampled.
The League of Nations called on Japan to withdraw from Manchuria.
WORLD WAR II

12. If one were to consider World War II to have begun at this point (as, realistically, it did), rather than at the point at which the
United States of America came to become involved in this world warfare belatedly, after Pearl Harbor, then one would have to say
that WWII actually lasted longer than either the US’s subsequent war in Vietnam, or its subsequent war upon Iraq!
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1932
As Japanese Army troops poured into Manchuria, Dr. Shiro Ishii, an officer intrigued by the vast potential of
germ warfare, began developing biological weapons at a plant near Harbin. The extensive human
experimentation involved would go entirely unpunished, following World War II, in a secret deal that would
allow the Allies full access to the Japanese findings.

LIFE IS LIVED FORWARD BUT UNDERSTOOD BACKWARD?
— NO, THAT’S GIVING TOO MUCH TO THE HISTORIAN’S STORIES.
LIFE ISN’T TO BE UNDERSTOOD EITHER FORWARD OR BACKWARD.

During the battle of Shanghai the Japanese army instituted its first “comfort houses.”13
WORLD WAR II

World War II

“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project

13. When you crack open your Chinese fortune ginger cookie (which is actually a Japanese shrine ginger cookie), you are supposed
to add “... between the sheets” and grin, for you are in the know. For instance, you might complete the fortune “You’ve been
Shanghai’d” as “You’ve been Shanghai’d — between the sheets.” (While a joke here would seem to be in questionable taste, bear
in mind that the Japanese government is still as of 2015 attempting to deny that during World War II their military systematically
kidnapped and raped, instead averring “as a matter of fact they wanted it.” –Questionable joke in eye of beholder.)
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In the Grand Joint Army Navy Exercises of this year, the aggressor forces, led by our Admiral Yarnell, attacked
on a Sunday, 40 miles NE of Kahuku Point, half an hour before dawn. As they had hoped, the wave of 152
aggressor planes took the defender forces at Pearl Harbor by surprise!
WORLD WAR II

Aggressor Planes
Surprise Defenders
of Pearl Harbor
Another surprise was that the Nazi party won general elections in Germany. (With more than 6,000,000
Germans unemployed, we didn’t expect this? –Where the hell were our heads at at the time?)
November: Eva Braun was found after a suicide attempt, with a bullet in her neck, by her sister Ils. (Later, of course,
along with her husband of one day, she would succeed.)
WORLD WAR II
ADOLF HITLER
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“The pachinko ball doesn’t want to plonk into
the plastic tub before it has accomplished
some sort of trajectory.”
—

November: The USS Indianapolis (CA-35), a 9,800-ton Portland class heavy cruiser built at Camden NJ,
was commissioned.

WORLD WAR II
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November 8, Tuesday: Franklin Delano Roosevelt was the best we had to offer ourselves, and we elected him to be the
President of the United States of America.
WORLD WAR II

Nadezhda Sergeyevich Alliluyeva, the wife of Stalin, died in their Kremlin apartment. The official cause of
death was appendicitis. It is not known whether she shot herself or her husband shot her.
Pastorale from the Six Compositions for Carillon by Gian Carlo Menotti was performed for the initial time,
in Richmond, Virginia.
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1933
January 30, Monday: Igor Stravinsky was in Wiesbaden and discussed a May concert with Hans Rosbaud of Frankfurt
Radio.
Judische Jugenhilfe was established in Berlin.
John Alden Carpenter married his second wife, Ellen Borden, in the Cambridge, Massachusetts home of
A. Kingsley Porter, a relative of the bride. Carpenter, having forgotten to get a marriage license, needed to drop
by the city hall before the wedding could proceed.
Scherzo for chamber orchestra op.13 by Wallingford Riegger was performed for the first time, in New York.
In 1907, when Dr. Alois Alzheimer had written of a disease of senile dementia, General Paul von Hindenburg
had been in full control not only of his nation’s armies but also of his personal faculties. At this point, however,
the 86-year-old was Reichspresident of Germany and was wandering around unable to recognize people. With
the blessing of all the powers that be, Adolf Hitler, the leader of a Nazi-DNVP coalition, replaced Kurt von
Schleicher as the Reichskanzler of Germany. Franz von Papen was named vice-chancellor. The Nazis would
refer to this as Machtergreifung (“Seizure of power”). Show us what your National Socialists can do, guy.
WORLD WAR II

How gloriously has the aged Field Marshal been used
as an instrument in the hand of God!
— Herman Göring
The old man would be sent to an asylum in Neudeck to finish his days in a stupor. He would die in 1934. Hitler
brought to his coalition cabinet Wilhelm Frick as minister of home affairs. (Due to such circumstances as these,
the family of the little girl Anne Frank would feel impelled to migrate from Frankfurt am Main, Germany to
Amsterdam, Holland.)
ANTISEMITISM
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February 27, Monday: A young Dutch socialist, Marinus van der Lubbe, a member of a tiny Communist splinter group
opposed both to Stalin and to the German Communist Party, was found wandering dazed near the burning
German Reichstag building. He would be accused of having committed this arson as a protest against Nazism,
despite the greatest difficulties in putting together a crime scenario in which one person acting alone could
conceivably have started, without any accelerants, all those simultaneous blazes in various parts of the
building. On January 10, 1934 in Leipzig his head would be chopped off with an ax but that would do nothing
to resolve the controversy — which has persisted ever since.
HEADCHOPPING

Having become involved in the Communist Party of the United States, Edward Dahlberg would be going to
Germany at the point at which Adolf Hitler was coming to power after this torching of the Reichstag (this event
being for Hitler in Germany what the Twin Towers attack would become for George W. Bush in America —
the golden moment that begged to be seized).

After establishing his credentials by being beaten by a Nazi officer who had either had too much to drink or
disliked Communists or perhaps both, Dahlberg would return to Greenwich Village and be offered a
commission to write a book on some anti-Nazi theme. This would be published under the title THOSE WHO
PERISH and would be the 1st book of its kind to reach the public eye in the United States.

WORLD WAR II
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March: Frida Kahlo and Diego Rivera arrived in New York City, where Rivera had an agreement to paint a mural at
the Rockefeller Center.14 (At the Rockefeller Center? — was this not the artist who had opinioned that art
that’s not propaganda isn’t art? Is there gonna be trouble downtown or what? :-)
A heated indoor swimming pool was being prepared in the west terrace for President Franklin Delano
Roosevelt’s polio therapy (the pool would be covered in 1974 and the space converted into a room for press
briefings).
This would be the month in which the physically crippled President would be urging us to beware of “fear of
fear” and in which the morally crippled Chancellor Adolf Hitler would be urging that Germans never “play
the coward.” Full speed ahead, as our leaders were determined to do all the worrying that needed to be done,
on our behalf:
“Our prayer is: Lord God, let us never hesitate, let us
never play the coward, let us never forget the duty
which we have taken upon us.”
— Adolf Hitler, March 1933
WORLD WAR II
GERMANY

March 12, Sunday: Japan completed its occupation of China north of the Great Wall.
Chinaman, Laundryman, a ricercar by Ruth Crawford Seeger to words of Tsiang, was performed for the first
time, at the MacDowell Club, New York.
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt provided his initial “fireside chat” to the American people from the
White House.
The first Nazi concentration camp opened its doors at Oranienburg outside Berlin, Germany. Come on in,
we will not be such cowards as to keep you out.
“Our prayer is: Lord God, let us never hesitate, let us
never play the coward, let us never forget the duty
which we have taken upon us.”
— Adolf Hitler, March 1933
WORLD WAR II
GERMANY

14. For more about the circumstances of origin of this depiction of Henry Thoreau, refer to Roy Bongartz’s “WHO WAS THIS MAN
— and why did he paint such terrible things about us?” in American Heritage 29:1 (December 1977):14-29.
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March 23, Thursday: Adolfs Blodnieks replaced Margers Skujenieks as Prime Minister of Latvia.
Symphony op.36a by Hans Pfitzner was performed for the first time, in München. It is an orchestration of his
String Quartet op.36.
Kurt Weill arrived in Paris after crossing the frontier from Germany.
Hymne au Saint-Sacrement for orchestra by Olivier Messiaen was performed for the first time, in Théâtre des
Champs-Elysées, Paris.
The Law for Removing the Distress of People and Reich, or Ermächtigungsgesetz, (commonly known as the
“Enabling Act”) was passed by the Reichstag, 441-94, giving Chancellor Adolf Hitler’s government dictatorial
powers for whatever the duration of the crisis up to four years. Only the Social Democratic party was opposed.
Hitler promised that Germany’s artistic growth would be fueled by “blood and race.”
“Our prayer is: Lord God, let us never hesitate, let us
never play the coward, let us never forget the duty
which we have taken upon us.”
— Adolf Hitler, March 1933
WORLD WAR II
GERMANY
In Führer Hitler’s 1st office –but of course– he needed to install a portrait of Henry Ford, model for emulation.
April: An attempt was made to create a lobster industry on St. Helena.
Benjamin Sumner Welles entered the US Department of State, as Assistant Secretary of State for Latin
American Affairs.
Nazi rule compelled Max Born, Richard Courant, James Franck, and many other scientists to leave the
universities of Germany.
WORLD WAR II
ATOM BOMB
“Our prayer is: Lord God, let us never hesitate, let us
never play the coward, let us never forget the duty
which we have taken upon us.”
— Adolf Hitler, March 1933
WORLD WAR II
GERMANY
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April 22, Saturday: Jews in Germany were barred from being patent lawyers and panel physicians in state socialinsurance institutions.
ANTISEMITISM
WORLD WAR II

April 25, Tuesday: The German government issued a Law Against Crowding in Schools and Institutions of Higher
Learning. It limited the number of Jewish pupils in all schools to 1.5% of the student body (similar extralegal
discrimination against Jews already existed in the United States of America).
ANTISEMITISM
Canada abandoned the gold standard.
Incidental music to Shakespeare’s play Macbeth by Aram Khachaturian was performed for the first time, in
Sundukian Dramatic Theater, Yerevan.
String Sextet by Bohuslav Martinu was performed for the first time, in Washington.
WORLD WAR II
April 26, Wednesday: Adolf Hitler met with Bishop Wilhelm Berning of Osnabrück and Monsignor Steinmann,
prelates representing the Roman Catholic Church in Germany. Hitler claimed that he was only doing to the
Jews what the Catholic Church has already done to them for 1,600 years. He reminded the prelates that the
Church has regarded the Jews as dangerous and pushed them into ghettos. Hitler suggested that his anti-Jewish
actions were “doing Christianity a great service.” Bishop Berning and Monsignor Steinmann later described
the talks as “cordial and to the point.”
ANTISEMITISM
Va’ad Le’umi, the National Committee of the Jews of Palestine, decided to establish a project for the
absorption of immigrants from Germany.
Nazi Prussian Interior Minister Herman Göring formed the German Geheime Staatspolizei (Gestapo) from the
former Prussian police.
WORLD WAR II
April 28, Friday: German Chancellor Adolf Hitler named Hermann Göring as aviation minister.
WORLD WAR II
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May 10, Wednesday: After almost a year of fighting, Paraguay formally declared war on Bolivia.
Janusz Jedrzejewicz replaced Aleksander Blazej Prystor as prime minister of Poland.
Throughout Germany, officials seized Social Democratic Party offices, money, and more than 100 newspapers.
Within a few days, all independent labor organizations would be dissolved.
After a torchlight parade through Berlin, more than 20,000 books deemed to be of “un-German spirit” were
burned on Unter den Linden opposite the University of Berlin, and throughout Germany. Among the authors
honored at this busk by the Nazis were John Dos Passos, Thomas Mann, Karl Marx, Stefan Zweig, Erich Maria
Remarque, Lion Feuchtwanger, Albert Einstein, Walther Rathenau, Hugo Preuss, Sigmund Freud, Maxim
Gorky, Helen Keller, Friedrich Forster, Arthur Schnitzler, Jack London, Upton Sinclair, Ernest Hemingway,
H.G. Wells, André Gide, Émile Zola, and Marcel Proust.

The third movement of Symphony no.4 by Charles Ives was performed for the initial time, in New York.
WORLD WAR II
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May 23, Tuesday: The Dachauer Zeitung of Dachau, Germany wrote that their local concentration camp
for “communists,” then under construction, was bringing “new hope to the Dachau business world,”
and was Germany’s most famous place. Like many towns in the United States of America, such as Terre Haute,
Indiana, they regarded prisons as a local growth industry.
NAZISM
“Our prayer is: Lord God, let us never hesitate, let us
never play the coward, let us never forget the duty
which we have taken upon us.”
— Adolf Hitler, March 1933
WORLD WAR II
GERMANY

June:

The Nazis opened their concentration camp at Dachau, initially as a “model” camp for the detention of
“communists.” This was an internal matter, Germany’s business and nobody else’s.
WORLD WAR II
This was an internal matter, Germany’s business and nobody else’s, but would ordinary Germans know what
was going on inside such camps? –During this year the local papers would report to the general public that the
guards at Dachau had on one occasion killed a dozen of the prisoners.
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July 14, Friday: A Glorious Day op.48 for brass by Albert Roussel was performed for the initial time, in Paris.
The German government issued a Law Establishing the Cinema Office, giving the minister of propaganda
power to decide who could make films in Germany.
The Nazi Party was declared to be the sole legitimate political party in a unified nation of Germany. (In union
there is strength, and strength leads to triumph, but in dissension there can be only weakness and disloyalty
and defeat. Everybody knows that, so you shouldn’t be surprised to find out that we’re not going to put up with
any defeatism.)
WORLD WAR II

As the Nazi Party became Germany’s only legal political party, political opposition of course became
punishable under the law.
Eastern European Jews and Gypsies living in Germany were stripped of citizenship under a new Law
regarding Revocation of Naturalization and Annulment of German Citizenship.
A program of sterilization of “unfit” parents and potential parents, and “euthanasia” of the “defective” and of
“useless eaters,” began under a new Law for the Prevention of Offspring with Hereditary Diseases dealing with
people who fell into the category of “life unworthy of life” (lebensunwertes Leben).15

15. This new law was endorsed by the American Eugenics Society.
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October: On St. Helena, Governor Sir Stewart Spencer Davis was instrumental in setting up a cricket club.
As Leo Szilard later would recollect, “It occurred to me in October 1933 that a chain reaction might be set up
if an element could be found that would emit two neutrons when it swallowed one neutron.” This idea would
become a classified British patent in 1935, even before such actual fission was first observed.
ATOM BOMB
A liaison office for aid to Germany Jews by Jewish organizations in the US and France was established.
Chancellor Adolf Hitler of the Nazi Party, raised as a Catholic, declared that “We have made an end of denials
of the Deity and the crying down of religion.”
WORLD WAR II
October 10: Anti-war Treaty of Non-aggression and Conciliation (Saavedra Lamas Treaty).

READ THE FULL TEXT
WORLD WAR II
October 14, Saturday: Concerto Ballata for cello and orchestra by Alexander Glazunov was performed for the first
time, in Paris, with the composer himself at the podium.
A united, strong Germany announced that it would quit the League of Nations, and the Disarmament
Conference as well. The Nazis were not going to tolerate any more of that allowing-ourselves-to-be-humiliated
stuff!
“Our prayer is: Lord God, let us never hesitate, let us
never play the coward, let us never forget the duty
which we have taken upon us.”
— Adolf Hitler, March 1933
WORLD WAR II
GERMANY

December 7, Thursday: The US Fleet Marine Force was established.
WORLD WAR II
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1934
Great Britain decided to hedge its bets. Sure, it and the USA had decided in 1930 to follow the example of
Germany and formally ratify the Geneva Protocol they had all agreed to in principle in 1925, renouncing 1st
use of biological weapons. But who knew what those nasty Germans were actually up to? So the decision was,
better that we be prepared, and do all the harmless research that needs to be done in the techniques and
mechanisms of germ warfare, so that we’ll be “ready to respond” — if Germany should turn out to have been
tricking us!
GERM WARFARE

WORLD WAR II
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THE FUTURE CAN BE EASILY PREDICTED IN RETROSPECT

January 15, Monday: Fulgencio Batista, with the blessing of the United States federal government, forced the
resignation of the Ramón Grau San Martín/Antonio Guiteras y Holmes government in Cuba.
The USMC published its TENTATIVE MANUAL FOR LANDING OPERATIONS.
WORLD WAR II
June 14, Thursday: Führer Adolf Hitler landed in Venice for his initial meeting with Duce Benito Mussolini.
Although officially friendly and cordial, these two most powerful fascist dictators failed to “hit it off.”
WORLD WAR II
June 29, Friday/30, Saturday: Führer Adolf Hitler had been relying on internal competitiveness to keep in check such
subordinates as Hermann Göring, Joseph Goebbels, Heinrich Himmler, and Ernst Röhm. Röhm had been one
of Hitler’s first supporters and had been able to obtain essential army funds for the startup of the Nazi
movement. He had, however, come to be feared because as leader of the Sturm Abteilung (SA) –a force of over
3,000,000 and thus quite a bit larger than the Regular Army– he potentially had the ability to destroy any one
of his competitors. Many disapproved of the homosexuality that was rampant in the movement. Industrialists
such as Albert Voegler, Gustav Krupp, Alfried Krupp, Fritz Thyssen, and Emile Kirdorf, who were Nazi
supporters, had come to regard Röhm as having suspiciously socialist ideas. Göring and Himmler had asked
Reinhard Heydrich to build a dossier against him. Eventually, Hitler ordered the Sturm Abteilung leaders to
attend a meeting in the Hanselbauer Hotel in Wiesse. Göring and Himmler drew up a list of those outside the
SA who would need to be killed at the same time, such as Gregor Strasser, Kurt von Schleicher, and Gustav
von Kahr. On this day Hitler and his Schutz Staffeinel and Schutzstaffel16 arrested 200 senior SA officers,
beginning at the top with Röhm. Many were shot as they were arrested but Hitler waited to allow Röhm to
shoot himself — it was only after he failed to do so that two SS men did the deed for him. The purge would
be kept secret until announced on July 13th. Although in his speech Hitler would admit that 61 had been
executed, 13 had been shot while attempting to resist arrest, and 3 had committed suicide, actually as many as
400 may not have lived out the night. Terming himself “the supreme judge of the German people,” Hitler gave
the purge its name, the Night of the Long Knives (Nacht der langen Messer) — that of course not being for
him any reference to American history.
WORLD WAR II

World War II

“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project

16. Distinction: The Schutz Staffeinel was Hitler’s personal bodyguard, the Schutzstaffel the entire uniformed corps.
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July 25, Wednesday: Austrian Nazis begin a putsch against the government of Chancellor Engelbert Dollfuss. 150 men
stormed the chancellery and shot Dollfuss in the neck, leaving him to slowly bleed to death. Duce Benito
Mussolini was particularly distressed by the move as at that moment, by coincidence, Frau Dollfuss and her
children were his houseguests. It fell to Il Duce to take the bad news to them. The Austrian chancellor finally
died at 6:00PM, but the putsch had failed.
GERMANY
WORLD WAR II
August 2, Thursday: As Reichspresident Paul Anton Hans Ludwig von Beneckendorf und Hindenburg lay dying at
Neudeck, the German cabinet resolved to combine the offices of president and chancellor, effective on his
demise. Minutes later he died. Immediately all members of the armed forces were required to swear allegiance
to Adolf Hitler personally, rather than to the state or people. This was the beginning of the Third Reich.
WORLD WAR II
August 19, Sunday: Adolf Hitler became Der Führer of the German volk (unification of the offices of president and
chancellor), with 90% vote yes.17
WORLD WAR II
He would attempt to mimic, in Germany, American ideals of racial purity and superiority:
“It is not by chance that the American union is in the
state in which by far the greatest number of bold,
sometimes unbelievably so, inventions are currently
taking place. The achievements of a thousand racially
questionable Europeans cannot equate with the
capabilities of a thousand racially first-rate
Americans.”
— Adolf Hitler, 1928

17. Make a memo: it is not exactly a good idea to put any person, no matter how extraordinary you may be supposing them to be,
into a position of authority in which henceforward for structural reasons they will be able to obtain no negative, corrective feedback
whatever. In fact this is an excellent way, like permanent solitary confinement, to drive someone bonkers. In fact this alone is
sufficient to account for everything that would subsequently occur — without any need whatever to inventively presume sexual
problems or megalomania or drug-induced dementia or whatever.
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1935
George Smith Patton, Jr. was promoted to permanent rank of Lieutenant Colonel. He studied the feasibility of
a Japanese attack on the US naval base at Pearl Harbor.18

WORLD WAR II
Joseph R. McCarthy received a degree in law at Marquette University (a Jesuit school) and was admitted to the
Wisconsin bar. In college he had boxed as a heavyweight. During his years as a practicing attorney, he would
make money on the side like Richard Nixon, in all-night poker games.
The US Neutrality Act forbade the export of arms, ammunition or implements of war to belligerent nations.
WORLD WAR II

18. He concluded that “During a period of profound peace,” shielded by darkness and preceded by submarines, a sneak air attack
would be a distinct possibility –that this would be entirely in accordance not only with Japan’s capabilities but also with its likely
objectives– and commented that “It is the duty of the military to foresee and prepare against the worst possible eventuality.”
(What he neglected to consider was that allowing such an attack to occur, and ensuring that it went undetected until it was far too
late to forestall it, might someday be considered by our Commander-in-Chief to be in our best strategic interest.)
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Jusef Stalin decreed that anyone above age 12 who got caught stealing food would be punished as an adult: 5
years in a labor camp for cucumbers, 8 for corn or potatoes.
In the US, people began playing the Monopoly board game, a frank celebration of the capitalist ethos.
The Social Security Act was signed into law. During a test-marketing done in Richmond, Virginia, the Kroeger
Beer Company of Newark, New Jersey introduced canned beer.
In JEFFERSON AND/OR MUSSOLINI, Ezra Pound attempted to demonstrate that from a fiscal point of view these
two leaders had a great deal in common. His conceit was that what Italian Fascism amounted to was a
completion of the American Revolution.
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To complete the American Revolution in Africa, the Italian army invaded Ethiopia.

“War, stress or conflict is to the man what maternity
is to the woman. I do not believe in perpetual peace;
not only do I not believe in it but I find it depressing
and a negation of all the fundamental virtues of man.”
— Benito Mussolini

January 7, Monday: The Long Marchers of the Red Army seized Tsunyi and its valuable stores and supplies.
CHINA
After meetings between French Foreign Minister Pierre Laval and Duce Benito Mussolini, France ceded part
of its East African possessions to Italy and gave Italy a free hand in Ethiopia — supposedly in return for help
from Italy to contain Führer Adolf Hitler.
WORLD WAR II
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March 14, Thursday: Führer Adolf Hitler created his air force: the Luftwaffe.
WORLD WAR II

March 16, Saturday: String Quartet no.2 by Walter Piston was performed for the first time, in Cambridge,
Massachusetts.
Führer Adolf Hitler violated the Treaty of Versailles by introducing military conscription in Germany.19

SSS
WORLD WAR
MILITARY CONSCRIPTION

II

August 11, Sunday: Führer Adolf Hitler spoke in Rosenheim, Germany: “Fifteen years ago, I had nothing save my
faith and my will. Today the Movement is Germany, today this Movement has won the German nation and
formed the Reich. Would that have been possible without the blessing of the Almighty? Or do they who ruined
Germany wish to maintain that they have had God’s blessing? What we are we are, not against but with the
will of Providence. And so long as we are loyal, honest, and ready to fight, so long as we believe in our great
work and do not capitulate, we shall also in the future have the blessing of Providence.”
WORLD WAR II
“The pachinko ball doesn’t want to plonk into
the plastic tub before it has accomplished
some sort of trajectory.”
—

19. The illustration shown actually is not the official seal of the German SSS ;-)
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September 15, Sunday: “The Law for the Protection of German Blood and Honor” was unanimously passed by the
Reichstag in Nürnberg. Under its provisions, only those of German or related ancestry could be citizens. The
Juden were stripped of rights by these Nurnberger Gesetze (Nürnberg Race Laws). There was to be no
interracial sex — and there could be none of that nasty intermarriage stuff between “Aryans” and “Jews.”20
AMALGAMATION

ANTISEMITISM
“We have made an end of denials of the Deity and the
crying down of religion.”
— Adolf Hitler, October 1933
WORLD WAR II
GERMANY
Over the previous week, two other laws had been passed. One had made the Nazi flag the national flag and the swastika
its symbol. The other had clarified the difference between citizens and subjects: Jews were subjects.
Whipped up by incessant government propaganda, anti-Jewish riots broke out on the Kurfürstendam, Berlin.
In Los Angeles, Arnold Schoenberg collapsed from exhaustion and the chronic effects of diabetes.
December 28, Saturday: The earthly remains of Alban Berg were laid to rest in Hietzing Cemetery, in a grave donated
by the City of Vienna. Speaking on behalf of the ISCM was Ernst Krenek.
Duce Benito Mussolini renounced the Stresa and Rome agreements with Great Britain and France due to the
failure of those two nations to support Italy in Ethiopia.
WORLD WAR II

20. “Gesetz zum Schutz des deutschen Blutes und der deutschen Ehre” and “Reichsburgergesetz,” Reichsgesetzblatt 1146.
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1936
In Japan, there was a militaristic coup. In occupied Manchuria, Unit 731, a biological-warfare unit of the
Japanese army disguised as a water-purification unit, was formed and Dr. Shiro Ishii built a huge compound –
more than 150 buildings over six square kilometers– outside the city of Harbin.21 Some 9,000 test subjects,
which Ishii and his peers denominated “maruta” or, in English, “logs,”22 eventually would succumb at the
compound. Japanese scientists would test the lethality of various disease agents, including anthrax, cholera,
typhoid fever, and bubonic plague.23 As many as 10,000 people would succumb horribly in the course of such
experiments, but after World War II the perpetrators would be granted full pensions by the Japanese
government, and in return for cooperation with our own research into techniques of biological warfare, the US
occupation would grant the perpetrators anonymity, with full protection not only from prosecution and
punishment but even from reproach. We needed these real-world guys with their no-nonsense approach to
human affairs!
GERM WARFARE

21. Lieutenant General Shiro Ishii’s Unit 731 was officially known as the “Kempeitai Political Department and Epidemic
Prevention Research Laboratory,” for whatever that’s worth. This was not the only biological warfare unit in the Japanese army. We
also know of a Unit 516 which was based in Qiqihar, Unit 543 based in Hailar, Unit 773 based in Songo, Unit 100 based in
Changchun, Unit 1644 based in Nanjing, Unit 1855 based in Beijing, Unit 8604 based in Guangzhou, Unit 200 based in Manchuria,
and Unit 9420 which was based in Singapore. However, Unit 731 seems to have been the central or headquarters unit, or perhaps
the one with the biggest budget or which got the mostest results.
22. It was a joke, see? –The cover story for this complex of buildings was that it was merely a lumbermill.
23. Unit 731 was divided into eight sections and it was the 1st section that did all the experimentation with the cholera on live
subjects.
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UNIT 731
JAPAN’S WARTIME HUMAN EXPERIMENTATION PROGRAM
Unit 731 was the secret biological warfare unit set up in the
northeast of China following the Japanese invasion; the
headquarters were on the outskirts of Harbin in Manchukuo. Unit
731 researched, developed, produced, and tested biological
weapons. As part of its research program, it experimented on
humans and animals. The details of Unit 731’s activities
remained largely unknown until the mid-1980s, when a number of
documents concerning its activities came to light. Many of these
documents were produced by U.S. military organizations, such as
G-2 (Intelligence) in the Office of the Assistant Chief of Staff
and the Office of the Judge Advocate General. Substantial parts
of these records were information seized by the US occupation
forces directly from former members of Unit 731 after the war,
but these were never disclosed to the public. In 1931 Japanese
forces invaded the northeast of China, claiming that Chinese
forces had destroyed the railway at Lake Liu near Mukden in
southern Manchuria, although this had actually been done by the
Japanese themselves to provide a pretext for the invasion. This
marked the beginning of the so-called Manchurian incident. In
1932 the Japanese government annexed the northeast of China and
set up the Manchukuo puppet state. In reality, Manchukuo was a
Japanese colony and was governed by the Kwantung Army, the most
powerful of the Japanese forces. Ishii Shiro, a prominent
physician and a graduate of Kyoto University, traveled to Europe
in 1928 to investigate the situation concerning biological
weapon. When Ishii returned to Japan in spring 1930, he urged
the military leaders to provide a means for researching
biological warfare and developing the capability to wage it. At
that time, various Western nations were actively involved in
research on biological weapons, although the United States had
not yet started it. In 1932 Ishii set up the Epidemic Prevention
Laboratory within the military medical school in Tokyo with the
full support of the military. At the same time, Ishii set up in
Manchukuo a small and secret subgroup, the Togo Unit, in the
village of Bei-inho, 100 kilometers southeast of Harbin. Remote
Manchukuo was chosen primarily because researchers wanted to
conduct medical experiments on human using Chinese prisoners
began as soon as the Togo Unit was established. Thus, research
on defensive methods against biological weapons as conducted
mainly in Tokyo, and research on offensive use and actual
production of such weapons was carried out in Manchukuo. In 1925
the Geneva Convention prohibited the use of chemical and
bacteriological weapons. Ishii obviously knew that his plans
contravened the convention, but he also knew how effective
biological weapons could be. The Ishii group sought out all
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bacteria and viruses that could prove useful as weapons and for
which vaccines could be developed so as to protect the Japanese
forces using them. In 1936 the Togo Unit was reorganized and
expanded into the Epidemic Prevention Department of the Kwantung
Army (the Ishii Unit). A smaller section (the Wakamatsu Unit)
concerned with combating animal diseases was set up by the
Kwantung Army at Xinjing. Both units were set up with the
approval of Japanese Imperial Headquarters. In 1938 a special
military zone was declared at Pingfan, 25 kilometers southeast
of Harbin, and the local residents were all evicted.
Construction of a huge facility for the production of biological
weapons began. On August 1, 1940, the Ishii Unit was renamed the
Epidemic Prevention and Water Purification Department of the
Kwantung Army (a description the very opposite of its real
aims), although after 1941 it was more commonly referred to as
Manchukuo Unit 731. Unit 731 was composed of four sections:
research, experiments, antiepidemic, and water purification and
productions. After Unit 731 was set up in Pingfan, many faculty
members of the military medical school were sent to Manchukuo
and became involved in experimenting on humans to develop
biological weapons. In fact, Ishii started recruiting young
elite medical specialists from various Japanese universities a
few years before the establishment of Unit 731 in 1936.
Professors in the medical school of Kyoto University in
particular assisted Ishii with his recruitment. Branch units
were set up in Beijing, Nanjing, Guangdong, and Singapore; there
units conducted experiments on weapons developed by Unit 731 and
made plans for waging biological warfare within those regions.
At this time Colonel Ishii had 3,000 staff in Unit 731 and as
many as 20,000 staff under his command if all members from the
branch units were totaled. Various methods were developed for
dispersal of biological weapons. One was to introduce the
pathogen to a local water supply or food supply. Another was to
use airborne means, and Unit 731 developed a bomb specifically
designed for dispersing pathogens from aircraft. In 1939, when
Japanese and Russian force, Unit 731 introduce the typhoid-fever
pathogen into river in the area. In 1940 and 1941 the unit used
aircraft to spread cotton and rice husks contaminated with the
black plague at Changde and Ningbo, in central China. About 100
people died from the black plague in Ningbo as a result. From
the viewpoint of the Japanese, the casualties at Ningbo were
insufficient, so they developed a bomb enabling more efficient
dispersal from greater heights (thus making the process less
hazardous for air crews, who would be subject to antiaircraft
fire if required to fly low over an ear in order to deliver their
payload.) This bomb was not widely used, however, as it was not
perfected until close to the end of the war. Unit 731 regarded
fleas as the most useful vector for pathogens, especially the
plague. The unit bred massive members of fleas and rats for
producing the plague bacillus and tested whether fleas could
survive being released from bombs dropped from aircraft. The
unit also developed anthrax-bacillus bombs, which proved
successful because the bacillus is heat resistant. Shrapnel from
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the bombs carrying the bacillus was highly efficient at
infecting those hit by it. The anthrax bomb was tested many times
on humans at Anta, 146 kilometers from Pingfan. After the
outbreak of World War II, the Japanese continued to use
biological weapons against the Chinese. They sprayed cholera,
typhoid, plague, and dysentery pathogens in the Jinhua area of
Zhejian province in June and July 1942. The was done in
retaliation for the first U.S. air raids on mainland Japan, in
which Tokyo and Nagoya were bombed. After these raids, the
Allied aircraft landed at airfields in China, and the Japanese
took this as Chinese collaboration with the Allies. In the
Jinhua pathogen attack, however, the Japanese also fell victim
to the diseases, and large numbers of Japanese casualties
occurred. According to one source, over 1,700 Japanese soldiers
died. It is well known that Unit 731 used large number of Chinese
people for experiments. Many Chinese who rebelled against the
Japanese occupation were arrested and sent to Pingfan where they
became guinea pigs for Unit 731; there is evidence that some
Russian prisoners were also victims. The prisoners subjected to
experiments were called “maruta” (literally “logs”) by the
Japanese.
Every
year
the
military
police
rounded
up
approximately 600 maruta send to Pingfan. After succumbing to
the disease, the prisoners were usually dissected, and their
bodies were then cremated within the compound. Unit 731 also
conducted frostbite experiments on the maruta. Frostbite was a
severe problem for the Japanese forces in Manchukuo, where the
winters are extremely cold. The prisoners were tied up outdoors
in temperatures as cold as -20 degrees Celsius and parts of their
bodies were sprayed with salt water in order to induce
frostbite. Their arms were hit with hammers to determine whether
they were frostbitten. They were then immersed in hot water of
ranging temperatures in orders to determine how recovery from
frostbite could best be facilitated. In extreme cases, the
prisoners’ skin and muscles sloughed off in response to this
treatment and the victims died immediately. As a result of the
experiments, it was found the immersing frostbitten limbs in
body-temperature water best facilitated recovery. It is said
that General Ishii and his colleagues were particularly proud
of this discovery. Maruta also were subjected to poisonous gas
experiments. In one experiment conducted September 7-10, 1940,
16 Chinese prisoners were exposed to mustard gas in a simulated
battle situation that employed a macabre form of experimental
manipulation. The prisoners were positioned in various places,
such as under a machine-gun cover or inside a building, and
mustard gas shells were fired toward them. Some of the prisoners
had gas masks and others did not, and they were also dressed in
different types of clothes. Every few hours after firings the
condition of the prisoners was monitored. In another experiment,
five prisoners were forced to drink a liquid form of mustard gas
and their condition was then monitored for a five-day period.
Most Japanese citizens were unaware of the unit’s activities
until 1981, when author Seiichi Morimura exposed the unit’s dark
history in a book, “The Devil’s Gluttony.” Many of the unit’s
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doctors
and
researchers
became
heads
of
medical
and
pharmaceutical firms in post-war Japan. The Japanese government
has never formally apologized for Unit 731’s activities, and did
not even admit to its existence until August 1998, when the
Supreme Court ruled that the existence of the unit was accepted
in academic circles. In 1995, families of Chinese victims filed
a lawsuit demanding the Japanese government pay compensation of
100 million yen (US$826,000).
There were purges in the Soviet Union. The joke in the Politburo was that you were perfectly safe as long as
you were shorter than “Stalin.”24
Führer Adolf Hitler forbade Germans to receive Nobel Prizes. Eugene O’Neill received a Nobel Prize.

ALFRED NOBEL
WORLD WAR II
February 10, Monday: The German Gestapo was announced to be above the law (same attitude as would be taken in
another later context, by our Quaker President, Richard “Tricky Dick” Nixon, in regard to his Attorney General
John Mitchell — and to himself as his cabinet officer’s superior).
WORLD WAR II
RICHARD MILHOUS NIXON

24. At five foot four, Iosef Vissarionovich Dzugashvili, Mr. Steel, stood two inches shorter than Napoleon.

5’ 4”
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“[President Richard Milhous Nixon] will, with time, be
a landmark in the history of quiet, determined
desperation.”
— Murray Kempton

WHAT I’M WRITING IS TRUE BUT NEVER MIND
YOU CAN ALWAYS LIE TO YOURSELF
March: Führer Adolf Hitler spoke in Berlin: “I would like to thank Providence and the Almighty for choosing me of
all people to be allowed to wage this battle for Germany.”
“Fifteen years ago, I had nothing save my faith and my
will. Today the Movement is Germany, today this Movement
has won the German nation and formed the Reich. Would
that have been possible without the blessing of the
Almighty? Or do they who ruined Germany wish to maintain
that they have had God’s blessing? What we are we are,
not against but with the will of Providence. And so long
as we are loyal, honest, and ready to fight, so long as
we believe in our great work and do not capitulate, we
shall also in the future have the blessing of
Providence.”
— Adolf Hitler, August 11, 1935
WORLD WAR II
GERMANY
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March 5, Thursday: The 1st Spitfire was given a test flight at Eastleigh Aerodrome.
WORLD WAR II
Several songs by Charles Ives were performed for the 1st time, in the concert hall of the Schola Cantorum,
Paris: “The Innate, Resolution and Majority,” all to his own words, “Requiem” to words of Stevenson, and
“Paracelsus” to words of Browning. Olivier Messiaen was at the piano.
March 7, Saturday: At noon, German troops crossed the Hohenzollern Bridge and at five other bridges, into Cologne,
beginning the remilitarization of the Rhineland in violation of the Versailles and Locarno Treaties. Their orders
were to withdraw if challenged by French troops — but they went entirely unchallenged.
WORLD WAR II
NAZISM
May 5, Tuesday: As Italian forces march into Addis Ababa, Duce Benito Mussolini declared the end of the Ethiopian
war and announced Italy’s annexation of Ethiopia.

Didn’t have the sense God gave a goose
WORLD WAR II
In Moscow, “Chatterbox,” the first of the Three Children’s Songs op.68 for voice and piano by Sergei
Prokofiev, was performed for the initial time.
The Prohibition Party met in Niagara Falls.
May 9, Saturday: Duce Benito Mussolini’s Italian forces mopped up in Ethiopia.
WORLD WAR II

Skilled Swordsmen
Saint Ignatius Loyola

President Harry S Truman

Michel Angelo

General George Patton

Sir Walter Raleigh

Heinrich Himmler
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Skilled Swordsmen
René Descartes

Hermann Göring

John Milton

Juan Péron

George Frederick Handel

Francisco Franco

Johann Wolfgang von Goethe

Benito Mussolini

Karl Marx

Oswald Mosley

Sir Richard Burton

Reinhard Heydrich

Aleksandr Pushkin
King Vittorio Emmanuele III of Italy proclaimed himself Emperor of Ethiopia.
Police fired on a crowd in Thessaloniki killing 30 and wounding hundreds. The events would inspire Iannis
Ritsos to compose a series of poems called Epitafios, laments of a mother over her dead sons. In 1958 they
would be set to music by Mikis Theodorakis.
The German zeppelin Hindenburg arrived in Lakehurst, New Jersey on its initial flight to New York, 3 days
out of Frankfurt-am-Main.
July 18, Saturday: July 17: There was a right-wing military uprising in Spanish Morocco, one that would come to be
led by General Francisco Franco, who would receive unstinting support from his pals Hitler and Mussolini.
About 1,000 Cubans would be fighting with the International Brigades, in defense of the elected Spanish
government and representative democracy. People sure can get on each other’s nerves!
WORLD WAR II
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August: Simone Weil left to join the republican front in the Spanish civil war. She would hook up with an international
group allied with an anarchist trade union in Aragon. While on bivouac a few weeks later, she would step into
a cooking pot of boiling oil. She would be forced to leave the front and would receive treatment for her burn
in Sitgès.
WORLD WAR II

WHAT I’M WRITING IS TRUE BUT NEVER MIND
YOU CAN ALWAYS LIE TO YOURSELF

August 1, Saturday: In Berlin, the Olympic games had their opening ceremony. Would this take everyone’s mind off
of beating each other up?
WORLD WAR II
This international sporting event would be going on in the stadiums in Berlin for the following two weeks or
so, until the 16th of the month. Portions of the competitions would be witnessed by Adolf Hitler. There is an
urban legend that is making the rounds about this sporting event, as witness the following recent email:
At 04:04 AM 12/12/2006, you wrote:
> I remember how Hitler wanted to use sports to prove the
> superiority of his race in the year the Olympics were held in
> Berlin. The US athlete Jessie Owens was losing in the long
> jump competition to a German athlete. It was very natural in
> the eyes of Hitler who was sure whites especially the Aryan
> type were superior to others especially the blacks. As the
> German athlete was about to win the game he noticed that if
> Jessie Owens could change his tactics a little he could win
> the game very easily. Then right before Hitler's eyes and all
> the audience and Nazi officials he went to Owens, took his
> hand and taught him the tactic that made Owens victorious and

World War II

“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project
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> himself a loser. Hitler got so furious that he immediately
> left the stadium.
I informed the author of the above, privately, that this account lacks any basis in fact, and referred him to http:/
/tafkac.org/celebrities/jesse_owens_hitler_legends.html (you will notice that, to spare him embarrassment, I
am not here repeating his name). About the only thing I can write in regard to the sporting events of this year,
that I regard as emphatically accurate, is something comparatively undramatic and unproblematic, which is
that America’s black athlete Jesse Owens achieved at least one of his four gold medals while wearing Adidas
sports footgear — and that publicity about this fact would be producing great profit for that corporation.
To understand how utterly the cited urban legend is a concoction, you need to understand that even for a racist
like Hitler, there is no reason for concern at the triumph of a black athlete over a white one. The reason for this
is that ample cultural materials are available to hand, by which such a defeat can be explained away as not due
to any racial superiority of the black over the white. Had Hitler been concerned by the events of the races, and
there is no evidence that he was so concerned, he could easily have explained them away completely by some
such figment as “Blacks are superior over whites only in the manner in which the lower animals are superior
over humans, by means of brute musculature; what will cause the higher races of the human species to triumph
is not their inferior ability to leap, but their superior ability to reason.”
September 13, Sunday: Spanish rebels captured San Sebastián.
Führer Adolf Hitler spoke in Nürnberg: “Never in these long years have we offered any other prayer but this:
Lord, grant to our people peace at home, and grant and preserve to them peace from the foreign foe!”
“I would like to thank Providence and the Almighty for
choosing me of all people to be allowed to wage this
battle for Germany.”
— Adolf Hitler, March 1936
WORLD WAR II
GERMANY

October 1, day: Generalissimo Francisco Franco was declared the head of the Spanish State.
WORLD WAR II
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November/December: The USS Indianapolis (CA-35) hosted President Franklin Delano Roosevelt during a cruise to
South America.
WORLD WAR II

November 1, Sunday: Führer Adolf Hitler of Nazi Germany and Duce Benito Mussolini of Fascist Italy agreed to form
a military alliance, the “Rome-Berlin” axis.
WORLD WAR II

Didn’t have the sense God gave a goose
Incidental music to The Agamemnon of Aeschylus (translated by MacNeice) by Benjamin Britten was
performed for the first time, in the Westminster Theater, London.
November 25, Wednesday: In Berlin, Nazi Germany and Japan (subsequent to the militaristic coup of this year) signed
an anti-Comintern (anti-USSR) pact.

READ THE FULL TEXT
WORLD WAR II
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December 12, Saturday: Attempting to force Chiang Kai-shek to take an anti-Japanese stand, warlord Chang She-liang
attacked the general’s headquarters outside Sian. They managed to capture Chiang, killing most of his
bodyguards in the process. Chang published eight demands, including a cessation of the civil war and Chinese
unity against the Japanese.
WORLD WAR II
Former King Edward VIII of Great Britain was created the Duke of Windsor. The government of the Irish Free
State recognized the abdication of King Edward and the accession of King George, and then removed any
mention of the crown from its constitution.
Rapsodie flamande, for orchestra by Albert Roussel, was performed for the initial time, in Brussels.
George Cukor’s film “Camille” starring Greta Garbo was viewed for the initial time, in Palm Springs,
California.
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1937
Cornell ornithologist James T. Tanner would be spending a large portion of the next three years living in the
Singer Sewing Machine Company’s tract of forest, collecting information about the Ivory-billed Woodpecker
Campephilus principalis. Tanner would use the data for his Cornell doctoral dissertation, which would later
be published by the Audubon Society.

While Tanner was doing this research, around him logging crews of German POWs managed by employees
of the Singer Sewing Machine Company would be decimating the remaining habitat of the species.
WORLD WAR II
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Lin Yu-t’ang at this point became acquainted for the 1st time with the writings of Henry Thoreau, and created
THE IMPORTANCE OF LIVING (NY: Reynal & Hitchcock):25

25. Lin added a footnote of explanation to this: “Thoreau is the most Chinese of all American authors in his entire view of life,
and being a Chinese, I feel much akin to him in spirit. I discovered him only a few months ago, and the delight of the discovery
is still fresh in my mind. I could translate passages of Thoreau into my own language and pass them off as original writing by
a Chinese poet, without raising any suspicion.” But see comments on the Taoist concept of tzu-jan.

THOREAU AND CHINA
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American textile magnate and Nazi admirer Wickliffe Draper established the Pioneer Fund (still with us)
to promote breeding of “white persons who settled in the original 13 colonies.”
Very much contented am I to lie low, to cling to the soil, to
be of kin to the sod. My soul squirms comfortably in the soil
and sand and is happy. Sometimes when one is drunk with this
earth, one’s spirit seems so light that he thinks he is in
heaven. But actually he seldom rises six feet above the
ground.... We have to have, therefore, a kind of animal
skepticism as well as animal faith, taking this earthly life
largely as it is. And we have to retain the wholeness of nature
that we see in Thoreau who felt himself kin to the sod and
partook largely of its dull patience, in winter expecting the
sun of spring, who in his cheapest moments was apt to think that
it was not his business to be “seeking the spirit,” but as much
the spirit’s business to seek him, and whose happiness, as he
described it, was a good deal like that of the woodchucks. The
earth, after all, is real, as the heaven is unreal: how fortunate
is man that he is born between the real earth and the unreal
heaven! (pages vii, 24)... Here is a description of the high
aesthetic pleasure that Thoreau got from hearing the sound of
crickets:
First observe the creak of crickets. It is quite general
amid these rocks. The song of only one is more
interesting to me. It suggests lateness, but only as we
come to a knowledge of eternity after some acquaintance
with time. It is only late for all trivial and hurried
pursuits. It suggests a wisdom mature, never late, being
above all temporal considerations, which possesses the
coolness and maturity of autumn amidst the aspiration
of spring and the heat of summer. To the birds they say:
“Ah! you speak like children from impulse; Nature speaks
through you; but with us it is ripe knowledge. The
seasons do not revolve for us; we sing their lullaby.”
So they chant, eternal, at the roots of the grass. It
is heaven where they are, and their dwelling need not
be heaved up. Forever the same, in May and in November
(?). Serenely wise, their song has the security of
prose. They have drunk no wine but the dew. It is no
transient love-strain hushed when the incubating season
is past, but a glorifying of God and enjoying of him
forever. They sit aside from the revolution of the
seasons. Their strain is unvaried as Truth. Only in
their saner moments do men hear the crickets. (page 128)
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Hoping that the Californian coastal climate would improve his eyesight, Aldous Huxley moved with Gerald
Heard to the United States and became a writer of screenplays. In this year his STORIES, ESSAYS, AND POEMS
and his AN ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF PACIFISM were published. Also, in ENDS AND MEANS, he pointed out that
there doesn’t seem to be much disagreement over what it is that we are all trying to achieve as everybody
seemed to be desiring a world of “liberty, peace, justice and brotherly love.” What we seemed to be disagreeing
about, he opinioned, was the way to get there from where we were at the moment. He included in this treatise
a chapter on war because at the moment “Every road towards a better state of society is blocked, sooner or
later, by war, by threats of war, by preparations for war.”
“War is not a law of nature, nor even a law of human
nature. It exists because men wish it to exist.... It
is enormously difficult for us to change our wishes in
this matter; but the enormously difficult is not the
impossible.”
Interestingly, Huxley played the Orientalist card. Against all historical evidence, he asserted that it had been
militarized Christianized Westerners who had wished war into existence — in the East, the Chinese, when left
to themselves, naturally aspire not to conflict but to “an ordered and harmonious society,” and in India,
Buddhists still have not forgotten about ahimsa, “doing no harm” to living beings.
“It is one of the tragedies of history that the
Westernization
of
China
should
have
meant
the
progressive militarization of a culture which, for
nearly 3,000 years, preached the pacifist ideal....
Alone of all the great world religions, Buddhism made
its way without persecution, censorship or inquisition.
Its record is enormously superior to that of
Christianity, which made its way among people wedded to
militarism.”
Huxley suggested that for some participants, war had been supplying a sense of purpose which otherwise
would be wanting in their lives. They had been going to war in order to feel that they are alive because, in a
state of peace, they felt as if they were purposeless, aimless, almost already dead. Others, tempted by the idea
that they might be able to get away with some hot fantasy, had found the lawlessness that comes with a state
of war to be an attraction — maybe they’d get to rape someone, maybe they’d get to torture someone, maybe
they’d get to steal something, for sure they’d get to kill somebody and then gloat about it. For some of us war
was what it took to make life at least interesting. –But these are reasons from the past, Huxley pointed out,
because in our contemporary era of mechanized mass destruction, war isn’t what it used to be.
“Modern war destroys with the maximum of efficiency and
the maximum of indiscrimination, and therefore entails
the commission of injustices far more numerous and far
worse than any it is intended to redress.”
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Huxley suggested that there were also reasons why the non-participants in war, the “civilians” as it were,
desired war. One of these reasons would be Nationalist Chauvinism: people “like to have excuses to feel pride
and hatred”; professional military leaders, although they are not the sort to put themselves personally in harm’s
way, are guys with a built-in job-performance problem: they are forever in need to create excuses for the
display of their superior professional competence. The manufacturers of armaments need for the armaments
already manufactured to be depleted and expended — so there can be more government contracts so they can
make some more money.
“What is needed is the complete abolition of the arms
industry. Those who prepare for war in due course get
the war they prepare for.”
Nevertheless, all this is not merely to be laid at the doorstep of the military/industrial complex:

“The manufacturers of armaments are not the
merchants of death. To some extent we all are.”

only

In fact, the way we choose to live our lives creates occasion for war:

“Even in so far as we behave badly in private life we
are all doing our bit to bring the next war nearer.”
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Therefore we need to turn ourselves around, choosing to live our lives in an utterly different manner, a manner
which, rather than forever creating occasion for war, forever creates occasion for peace.
At some point Thoreau scholar Walter Roy Harding would come across this book, ENDS AND MEANS by
Aldous Huxley, and it as well as his appreciation of Henry Thoreau, “the most Chinese of all American authors
in his entire view of life,” would cause Walter to declare himself a conscientious objector to all war.

OHNE MICH!
Walter would be serving out WWII not in uniform but as an orderly in hospitals and mental institutions.
(Presumably, his coast guard brother was disappointed in him for this and, presumably, his Baptist church was
not a lot of help to him in obtaining his deferment from active duty as a combatant.)
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Japan began its war upon China. America would aid Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek and his “Nationalists,”
evidently persuaded that Chiang was under some sort of Christian pillow-influence from his Americaneducated wife — meanwhile the Generalissimo actually was basing some aspects of his military, such as his
Boy-Scout apparatus, upon Nazi models. (Just as the US Civil War had been going on in the Kansas Territory
for some time before it “went national,” so World War II would be going on for some time in China before it
would “go global.”)

The Reverend Martin Niemoller was arrested for using his pulpit to issue “underhand attacks on state and
party.” Acquitted by the judge, he would be taken into custody by the Gestapo as he left the courtroom,
and would spend World War II in a concentration camp. In the future similar cases, some 700 of them, the
German pastors would never have a chance to appear before a judge — those who made statements considered
“injurious to the state would be ruthlessly punished by ‘protective custody’.”

An amendment to the Neutrality Act of 1935 forbade American citizens and ships from entering war zones
and from traveling aboard the ships of belligerents.
February 27, Saturday: Determinedly preparing to fight its last war over again, France began to further extend the
“Maginot Line” along its border with Germany.
WORLD WAR II
There was a tempest in a teapot over the 44 delegates to the meetings of the Southern Interseminary Movement
hosted by the Duke University Department of Religion. Traditionally, their dinners had been held in the
basement of the Trinity Avenue Presbyterian Church in Durham, North Carolina, but a problem was perceived
by the church board. The perceived problem was the complexion of some of the delegates. Some of the
delegates seemed, how shall I put this delicately, black. An attempt was made therefore to shift the dinner to
one of the student dining rooms at the Student Union. The bright idea of having an interracial dinner in a Duke
University dining room was, however, nixed by President Few. Dean Elbert Russell therefore laid plans to hold
the interracial dinner in a private upstairs room at Harvie’s Restaurant downtown. Arrangements were made
with Mr. Harvie, who found ways to make this amenable — but President Few also saw a problem with such
a public-restaurant venue. The eventual solution was that the interracial meal was accomplished in the social
room of the School of Religion where members of the general public could not be offended at witnessing
people of different colors eating together — with the caterer of course being insulated from this degradation,
simply by being required to offer the food in help-yourself lap-supper style.
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April: In a speech, Führer Adolf Hitler told us, quite frankly, how it was with him. As a natural man, he said, he
simply was going to do whatever he could get away with: “All that concerns me is never to take a step that I
might later have to retrace and never to take a step which could damage us in any way. You must understand
that I always go as far as I dare and never further. It is vital to have a sixth sense which tells you broadly what
you can and cannot do.”
WORLD WAR II
GERMANY
SELFPRIVILEGING

In other words, might makes right, human decency be damned. Hey, was this guy ever a deep thinker!
“Out of Parsifal I make a religion.”26
“The pachinko ball doesn’t want to plonk into
the plastic tub before it has accomplished
some sort of trajectory.”
—

April 26, Monday: We learned what Führer Adolf Hitler had meant in his recent speech in declaring that “You must
understand that I always go as far as I dare and never further,” when the Basque village of Guernica in Spain
was destroyed by the Condor Legion of Germany’s Luftwaffe.
1,654 civilians lives were sacrificed, and in addition 889 were injured but not to the point of death. The event
would inspire Pablo Picasso to create what has become his most famous work.
WORLD WAR II

26. Grosshans 1983, page 20
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June 11, Friday: At Buckingham Palace, Arnold Bax was knighted by King George VI.
Pravda announced the arrest of Marshal Mikhail Nikolayevich Tukachevsky and other high ranking officers
of the Red Army (these arrests, actually, had occurred in May). Soviet leader Iosef Vissarionovich
Dzugashvili, known as “Stalin” (Steel), had begun a purge of Red Army generals. Read Joseph Heller’s
CATCH-22, guys: your superior officer is trying to kill you.
WORLD WAR II

The bodies of Italian Socialist leaders Carlo Rosselli and Nello Rosselli were found in a field near Bagnoles
sur l’Orne, France. The duo had been instrumental in recruiting Italian leftists to fight for the constitutional
government of Spain, in opposition to the policies of Duce Benito Mussolini.
July 5, Monday: A formal agreement was made between the Communist and Kuomintang parties of China to
temporarily put aside their differences and join to oust the Japanese army from their country.
WORLD WAR II
July 7, Wednesday: A minor exchange of gunshots between Japanese and Chinese soldiers at the Marco Polo Bridge
outside Peking was initially quieted by local commanders but would eventuate in full warfare between the two
nations.
WORLD WAR II
A Royal Commission on Palestine recommended an end to the British mandate and separation into two states,
one Arab, the other Jewish.
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July 25, Sunday: Japanese and Chinese forces entered into armed conflict at Langfang, near Peking.
WORLD WAR II
The purge of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union was extended to all newspapers, journals and
publishing houses.
Fête des belles eaux for six ondes martenots by Olivier Messiaen was performed for the initial time, on the
banks of the River Seine, Paris as part of the Exposition Internationale des Arts et des Techniques appliqués à
la vie moderne.
Music for Radio (later retitled Prairie Journal) by Aaron Copland was performed for the initial time, over the
airwaves of the CBS radio network originating in New York.
July 27, Tuesday: Japanese troops seized the Marco Polo Bridge and established a bridgehead on the other side, thus
inaugurating a general offensive.
WORLD WAR II
A Paris court found in favor of Igor Stravinsky in his case against Warner Brothers alleging damages when
they used his music in their film “The Firebird” without his consent. Stravinsky was awarded one franc.
July 28, Wednesday: Japanese forces captured Peking and set up a military government to rule occupied China.
WORLD WAR II
July 29, Thursday: Japanese forces bombed Tientsin, destroying Nankai University.
WORLD WAR II
July 30, Friday: Japanese forces occupied Tientsin.
WORLD WAR II
The Matrimonial Causes Act was given Royal Assent by King George VI. It placed women on an equal footing
with men in divorce proceedings in England and Wales.
Henry Cowell’s dance music Sarabande, to a scenario by Graham, was performed for the initial time, in
Bennington, Vermont.
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August 13, Friday: Japanese forces attempting to land at Shanghai were fired upon by Chinese, precipitating large
scale fighting in the Yangtze delta.
WORLD WAR II
Albert Roussel suffered a heart attack at Royan.
The California Parole Board set Henry Cowell’s sentence at the maximum 15 years.
Two dances by Wallingford Riegger to scenarios by Holm were performed for the initial time, in Bennington,
Vermont: Festive Rhythm and Trend op.25.
August 14, Saturday: Chinese forces attempted to bomb Japanese warships in Shanghai harbor but instead hit
residential areas, killing hundreds of civilians.
WORLD WAR II
Clara Rockmore performed Ernst Bloch’s Schelomo on the Theremin with the Philadelphia Orchestra. The
inventor, Lev Sergeyevich Termen (Leon Theremin), was in the audience.
August 15, Sunday: Japanese planes began to bomb Nanking.
WORLD WAR II
Polish peasants began a nationwide strike against OZON (Camp of National Unity), the new nationalist, progovernment, anti-semitic party.
ANTISEMITISM
Paraguayan army and navy units overthrew the government of President Rafael de la Cruz Franco Ojeda and
install Félix Paiva.
September 13, Monday: According to the TIME Magazine issue of this date, Friends came to be termed “Quakers”
because “no one could know Christ without ‘quaking and trembling’,” and at present “there are 160,000
members of the Society of Friends. Their organized groups, called ‘meetings,’ are spotted irrelevantly over the
map.”
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
No, those aren’t typos — “organized groups” “spotted irrelevantly” — typical TIME trenchancy, read it and
weep.
Japanese forces captured Tatung, China, an important rail intersection.
WORLD WAR II
On a trip to Spain, Silvestre Revueltas delivered a radio broadcast in support of the loyalist cause.
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September 29, Wednesday: Chiang Kai-shek and Mao Tse-tung agreed in Nanking to put aside their political
differences and join forces to defeat the Japanese invasion.
WORLD WAR II
The Company of Heaven, a cantata for speakers, solo voices, chorus, timpani, organ and strings by Benjamin
Britten to words of Roberts, was performed for the initial time, over the airwaves of the BBC National.
Deux chansons d’Yvette Guilbert by Kurt Weill were performed for the initial time, during the Paris production
of Die Dreigroschenoper (L’opéra de quat’ sous).
October 17, Sunday: Japanese forces occupied Paotow.
Ernst Krenek arrived in New York on a tour with the Salzburg Opera Guild. The group was performing
Krenek’s arrangement of Monteverdi’s L’incoronazione di Poppea.
Pro-German rioting broke out in the Sudetenland area of Czechoslovakia.
WORLD WAR II
October 23, Saturday: After 10 days the Japanese penetrated Chinese defenses north of Taiyuan. The Chinese
managed an orderly retreat.
WORLD WAR II
Several fascist groups in Hungary coalesced to form the Hungarian National Socialist Party under Ferenc
Szálasi.
November 5, Friday: Japanese troops landed unopposed at Hangchow Bay near Shanghai.
Adolf Hitler revealed his war plans during the Hossbach Conference.
WORLD WAR II
GERMANY
“Fifteen years ago, I had nothing save my faith and my
will. Today the Movement is Germany, today this Movement
has won the German nation and formed the Reich. Would
that have been possible without the blessing of the
Almighty? Or do they who ruined Germany wish to maintain
that they have had God’s blessing? What we are we are,
not against but with the will of Providence. And so long
as we are loyal, honest, and ready to fight, so long as
we believe in our great work and do not capitulate, we
shall also in the future have the blessing of
Providence.”
— Adolf Hitler, August 11, 1935
WORLD WAR II
GERMANY

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

WORLD WAR II

WWII

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE
November 6, Saturday: Il festino, an opera by Gian Francesco Malipiero to his own words after de Rossi, was
performed for the initial time, over the airwaves of Turin Radio.
Italy joined Germany and Japan in their Anti-Comintern Pact to halt the spread of international communism.
WORLD WAR II
November 7, Sunday: Japanese forces began fighting their way into Taiyuan, including hand to hand fighting.
WORLD WAR II
November 8, Monday: After an all-night battle, Chinese troops and civilians began fleeing from Taiyuan. Many
thousands were killed in the panic, or by Japanese planes.
WORLD WAR II
November 19, Friday: Japanese forces conquered Suchow. They began several days of plunder and destruction, killing
men and enslaving women for sexual servitude. The city of over 300,000 was virtually emptied of its citizens.
WORLD WAR II
Benjamin Britten’s cycle for voice and piano On This Island op.11, to words of Auden, was performed for the
first time, over the airwaves of the BBC, originating in London.
The film A Damsel in Distress with music by George Gershwin to words of Ira Gershwin was shown for the
initial time, at Radio City Music Hall, New York. This included the song “A Foggy Day.”
December 3, Friday: Japanese forces took Tanyang, near Nanking.
WORLD WAR II
Duo for violin, cello and orchestra or piano op.43 by Hans Pfitzner was performed for the initial time, in
Frankfurt-am-Main.
Not Even Summer Yet for voice and piano by Benjamin Britten to words of Burra, was performed for the initial
time, in Berkshire.
December 8, Wednesday: The government of the Republic of China, including President Chiang Kai-shek, moved
from Nanking to Hankow.
WORLD WAR II

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

WORLD WAR II

WWII

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE
December 10, Friday: The Japanese outside Nanking asked the city for negotiations for its surrender. The Chinese
refused and Japanese bombardment began.
WORLD WAR II
The initial concert of the newly-founded Ernest Bloch Society took place in Aeolian Hall, London.
Symphony in g minor “Song of a New Race” by William Grant Still was performed for the initial time, at the
Philadelphia Academy of Music, to mixed reviews.
December 11, Saturday: Chinese forces at Nanking were ordered to retreat in the face of the Japanese assault.
Italy withdrew from the League of Nations.
WORLD WAR II
December 12, Sunday: Scenes from the Holy Infancy according to St. Matthew for tenor, baritone, bass and chorus,
by Virgil Thomson, was performed for the initial time, at the 46th Street Theater, New York.
Ernst Krenek and the Salzburg Opera Guild arrived in Los Angeles, where he would meet Arnold Schoenberg
for the 1st time.
On the Yangtze River, Japanese bombers sank the USS Panay (gunboat PR 45), along with two ships
belonging to the Standard Oil Company, with 3 dead and 43 wounded.
Chinese defenders of the capital city Nanking, and its citizens, began an extremely disorderly retreat from the
city. The Japanese Army would perpetrate over the next 6 weeks or so, because the city had somewhat resisted
this occupation, some 200,000 civilian executions, accompanied as much as possible, acting under explicit
orders, by the most horrific rapes and mutilations. Infants would be tossed into the air to be skewered on
bayonets, and then carried around that way as trophies. There is a home-movie-camera record of a woman,
being inspected later in a local hospital, the back of whose neck had been sawed at with a bayonet while she
was being raped –she still lived at the point at which this filmstock ran through the camera– and you should
definitely plan never to view this footage.27
WORLD WAR II

THE CLEANSING OF THE SWORDS
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December 13, Monday: Japanese forces captured Nanking and began six weeks of unspeakable terror. Soldiers roamed
the streets killing civilians indiscriminately. They searched homes for Chinese soldiers, killing residents as
they went along. The Japanese committed at least 20,000 (and perhaps as many as 80,000) rapes and that as
many as 300,000 people were killed by every means imaginable. Torture was a particular feature of the
atrocities. Nanking itself was obliterated. Hundreds of thousands were saved by westerners, led by German
Nazi Party member John Rabe in a safety zone in the city.
WORLD WAR II
Kurt Weill returned to California from New York, this time with Lotte Lenya. The couple rented a cottage in
Santa Monica.
December 15, Wednesday: After foreign correspondents left Nanking, the Japanese sealed off the city to limit the
reporting of atrocities.
WORLD WAR II
Spanish government forces launched an offensive to capture Teruel. They surrounded the city by nightfall.
Regozijo de uma raça for tenor, chorus and percussion by Heitor Villa-Lobos to words of Baptista, was
performed for the initial time, conducted by the composer.
December 17, Friday: The Japanese conquerors of China set up a provisional government in Peking.
WORLD WAR II
The Japanese took over 14,000 prisoners of war captured at Nanking and marched them to the Yangtze River
by Mufu Mountain. There they were all machine-gunned. Japanese soldiers then spent the entire night sticking
their bayonets into each and every corpse just to be certain.
Aaron Copland, Virgil Thomson, Roy Harris, Roger Sessions and Douglas Moore met in New York to form
the American Composers Alliance “to regularize and collect all fees pertaining to the performance of
copyrighted music.” Sei Cori di Michelangelo Buonarroti il Giovane (Set I) for chorus by Luigi Dallapiccola
was performed for the initial time, in Trieste.
December 24, Friday: Japanese forces captured Hangchow.
WORLD WAR II

27. General Iwane Matsui, at the Tokyo war crimes trial, would be found guilty of a war crime unrelated to the Rape of Nanking,
and would in 1948 be hanged. The People’s Republic of China would try about 800 persons for war crimes, including those
responsible for Nanking and Shanghai massacres, and the death penalty would be received by 149 defendants.
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1938
Senator Harry S Truman helped draft the Civil Aeronautics Act of 1938.
The 1st Volkswagen was assembled by hand with an air-cooled rear engine in Nazi Germany, and the
cornerstone of a new factory was put into position. This people’s car would not go into production for another
decade — but eventually, delayed somewhat by a major war, some 18,000,000 would be being driven around.
Time Magazine made Führer Adolf Hitler its “Man of the Year” and wrote an appreciative profile of Der
Führer. There was a special performance of Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony in honor of Hitler’s birthday. In
Britain, the editor of the London Times, Geoffrey Dawson, had no doubt that an Anglo/German deal was vital
for world peace. Hitler was presenting his invasions as defensive and humanitarian operations that were being
necessitated by the threat posed to the 3rd Reich at home or to ethnic Germans abroad by evil locals in
Czechoslovakia, Poland, Norway, etc. Gertrude Stein had been plumping for Hitler to be the recipient. “I say
that Hitler ought to have the peace prize, because he is removing all the elements of contest and of struggle
from Germany,” she had written in the New York Times Magazine during May 1934. “By driving out the Jews
and the democratic and left element, he is driving out everything that conduces to activity. That means peace....
By suppressing Jews ... he was ending struggle in Germany.”
ANTISEMITISM
The Nobel Peace Prize committee’s “Short List” for the gold medal was headed by Führer Adolf Hitler as
civilization’s bulwark against Bolshevism — and by Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi as the East’s proper
response to Western imperialism — but in the end the good folks in Norway would “chicken out” and award
their humongous prize less controversially, to the Nansen International Office for Refugees (Office
International Nansen pour les Réfugiés), a soon-to-be-dispensed-with agency of the League of Nations.

ALFRED NOBEL
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Pearl “John Hedges” Sydenstricker Buck also received a Nobel.
CHINA
Führer Hitler wasn’t the only guy who was doing national unity and the suppression of internal dissent during
this period. When, a few years later, German troops would occupy the town of Vinnitsa in Russia, they would
find any number of mass graves full of the corpses of Kulaks, small landowners, each one shot in the neck as
an “enemy of the people” for not having embraced the collectivization policies of Iosef Vissarionovich
Dzugashvili, known as “Stalin.” Local Ukrainians would tell them that from 1938 until their arrival the trucks
had been coming and going day and night, bringing these Kulaks from NKVD prisons.
Anne Anne Morrow Lindbergh’s LISTEN! THE WIND. Charles Lindbergh’s Grosskreuz Des Ordens Vom
Deutschenadler, presented to him by Hermann Goering at the suggestion of Führer Hitler.
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Japan opened its 1st wartime facility for the “sexual comfort” of its troops, in Nanjing.
So beloved were the Japanese cherries of Washington DC that a group of indignant women vowed to chain
themselves to the trees to defy workmen clearing ground for the Jefferson Memorial. A compromise was
reached: More trees would be planted along the water to frame the memorial on the south side of the Tidal
Basin.

During the Sino-Japanese war, as Japanese forces moved west towards the railroad junction of Chengchow,
there to meet up with other Japanese units advancing on Hankow, the Chinese Nationalists blew up the flood
dikes of the Yellow River. The resulting flood inundated 3 provinces and 44 counties. Some 4,000-5,000
villages and 11 towns were flooded. A total of 893,303 people drowned and 3,911,354 were displaced.
The Nationalists of course told everybody that the wicked Japs had blown up the dikes: “I cannot tell a lie, they
did it with their little hatchet!”
WORLD WAR II
January 10, Monday: Japanese troops captured Tsingtao.
WORLD WAR II
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February 4, Friday: Führer Adolf Hitler had just accused of homosexuality, removed, and replaced Werner Eduard
Fritz von Blomberg as commander of the German Army. On this day he fired Army Chief of Staff Werner
Thomas Ludwig Freiherr von Fritsch, again on false charges of homosexual activity, dismissed 16 other
generals, and took personal command of the armed forces.
WORLD WAR II
“Our Town” by Thornton Wilder opened on Broadway.

February 5, Saturday: Führer Adolf Hitler appointed Joachim von Ribbentrop as foreign minister for Germany.
WORLD WAR II
William Grant Still was disappointed when nothing extraordinary happened on this day. Four days previously
he had been visited in a dream by his grandmother who had told him to “watch February 5.” (In a few days
Still would receive a letter from the New York World’s Fair asking him to write theme music for the fair: that
letter would be dated February 5th!)
February 9, Wednesday: Japanese forces advanced north cross the Huai River and invested the towns of Pangpu and
Huaiyuan.
WORLD WAR II
Grave and Allegro in c minor for string quartet D.103 by Franz Schubert was performed publicly for the initial
time, in Vienna, 124 years after its composition.
February 15, Tuesday: Pursuant to Führer Adolf Hitler’s demands, a new Austrian cabinet was sworn in.
WORLD WAR II

February 16, Wednesday: Führer Adolf Hitler ordered the release of imprisoned Austrian Nazis.
WORLD WAR II
GERMANY
March 11, Friday: Germany mobilized along the Austrian frontier, threatening invasion. Chancellor Schuschnigg
resigned on radio saying “God protect Austria.” Among the thousands of Austrians listening to his address was
Anton Webern (in the new Austria, Webern’s music would be banned).
WORLD WAR II

March 11, Friday/12, Saturday: That night Führer Adolf Hitler ordered the German Army to cross into Austria.
WORLD WAR II
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March 12, Saturday/13, Sunday: Anschluss (union). It was proclaimed at Vienna that “Austria is a state (land) of the
German Reich.”
WORLD WAR II
March 12, Saturday: 8:00AM. The German army crossed the border into Austria, in many places abetted by Austrian
troops. Within hours 76,000 potential enemies of the Nazis, including Chancellor Kurt von Schuschnigg and
all non-Nazis in his cabinet, would be arrested. Führer Adolf Hitler named Arthur Seyss-Inquart as chancellor.
The Columbia Broadcasting System covered the Anschluss with Edward R. Murrow in Vienna,
William R. Shirer in London along with print journalists in Berlin, Paris, and Rome. This was the 1st multiple
news broadcast.
Ernst Krenek attended a performance of his Reisebuch in Brussels. By not proceeding directly to Vienna,
he avoided capture by the Germans.
WORLD WAR II
March 13, Sunday: Russian became a required subject in all schools in the USSR.
17 high officials of the Soviet government, including Nikolai Bukharin, were sentenced to death for treason in
Moscow.
The Austrian cabinet agreed to the Anschluss between Austria and Germany, effectively ending Austrian
independence. The fact was proclaimed by the new chancellor, Arthur Seyss-Inquart. President Wilhelm
Miklas, however, refused to sign the document, and resigned.
Léon André Blum replaced Camille Chautemps as prime minister of France.
Jean-Claude Risset was born in Le Puy, France.
WORLD WAR II
March 14, Monday: The German Führer Adolf Hitler entered Vienna in triumph.
Trio for flute, violin and bassoon by Bohuslav Martinu was performed for the first time, in Paris.
Hark! From the Pit a Fearsome Sound for voice and piano by Henry Cowell was performed for the first time,
in the Biltmore Hotel, Los Angeles.
WORLD WAR II
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March 15, Tuesday: The German Führer Adolf Hitler addressed 200,000 Austrians gathered in the Heldenplatz,
Vienna.
Nikolai Bukharin, Alexei Rykov, and 15 other top Communist leaders were executed near Moscow.
The Hungarian government announced a massive rearmament program.
Howard Hanson’s Symphony no.3 was performed completely for the first time, over the airwaves of the NBC
radio network, under the baton of the composer.
WORLD WAR II
March 24, Tuesday: Chinese units fell back to defensive positions at Taierhchuang.
British Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain told the House of Commons that he rejected a Soviet call for a
conference of nations to halt further German aggression.
Vladas Mironas replaced Juozas Tubelis as Prime Minister of Lithuania.
WORLD WAR II
March 25, Wednesday: Fighting began between Chinese and Japanese at Taierhchuang.
WORLD WAR II
The 3d program in the radio feature Lines on the Map entitled “Communication by Wireless” with music by
Benjamin Britten, was broadcast for the initial time, over the airwaves of the BBC.
Who is Like Unto Thee for solo voice, chorus and organ by Hugo Weisgall to Hebrew liturgical words, was
performed for the initial time, in Temple Emanu-El, New York.
April 7, Thursday: After weeks of furious, deperate, often hand-to-hand fighting, Japanese troops retreated north from
Taierhchuang. More than 30,000 soldiers had died in the battle, not to mention uncounted civilians.
Generalissimo Francisco Franco of the Falangists in control of Spain signed the Anti-Comintern Pact
alongside the signatories Fascist Italy, Nazi Germany, and militarist Japan. Hey, guys, let’s room together next
semester!
WORLD WAR II
April 16, Saturday: British-Italian agreement signed, whereby Great Britain recognized the conquest of Ethiopia and
Italy promised to withdraw all troops from Spain at the conclusion of the civil war.
WORLD WAR II
April 17, Sunday: Japanese forces captured Linyi, northeast of Hsuchow (Xujou).
WORLD WAR II
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April 27, Wednesday-29, Friday: Three-day Anglo/French conference at London concluded with an arrangement
whereby the British and French general staffs would henceforth collaborate more closely in military and naval
defense.
May:

Josef Mengele was admitted to the SS. A neat man, he would look great in the uniform.

WORLD WAR II
May 1, Sunday: The German Reichsmusikkammer ruled that Aryan music instructors might not take Jewish pupils.
ANTISEMITISM
Four of the Hebrew Solo Songs for voice and piano by Stefan Wolpe were performed for the first time, in
Jerusalem.
WORLD WAR II
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May 3, Tuesday: Führer Adolf Hitler arrived by train in Rome for a week-long state visit. He was greeted by King
Vittorio Emanuele and Italian Duce Benito Mussolini.
WORLD WAR II
May 7, Saturday: Great Britain and France advised Czechoslovakia to make greater concessions to ethnic Germans
within its borders.
WORLD WAR II

May 9, Monday: Sudeten German leader Konrad Henlein broke off talks with the Czech government and went to
Germany.
WORLD WAR II
May 12, Thursday: Japanese forces occupied Amoy (Xiamen).
Germany recognized the Japanese puppet state of Manchukuo.
Ernst Krenek managed to obtain a visa to travel to the United States.
Jeanne d’Arc au bucher, a stage oratorio by Arthur Honegger to words of Claudel, was performed publicly for
the first time, in Basel. The poet noted, “An audience of a thousand, endless ovations.”
WORLD WAR II
May 19, Thursday: Japanese forces occupied Tungshan.
After months of fighting toward the city, Japanese troops fought their way into Hsuchow (Xujou).
WORLD WAR II
May 20, Friday: Rumors of German troop movements caused the Czech government to mobilize 400,000 troops. The
incident would be termed the “May Crisis.”
WORLD WAR II
May 22, Sunday: An exhibition of degenerate music opened in Düsseldorf, Germany. Among the composers enshrined
as “cultural bolsheviks” were Arnold Schoenberg, Igor Stravinsky, Alban Berg, Paul Hindemith, Kurt Weill,
and Ernst Krenek.
ANTISEMITISM
Führer Adolf Hitler created the Richard-Wagner-Forschungsstätte to encourage study of Wagner’s music and
philosophy.
WORLD WAR II
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May 23, Monday: Germany denied any planned aggression against Czechoslovakia. The Czechs demobilized and the
crisis passed.
Zangezur, a film with music by Aram Khachaturian, was released.
Pioneers! for chorus acappella by William Schuman to words of Whitman, was performed for the first time,
in Princeton, New Jersey.
Trio for violin, viola and cello by David Diamond was performed for the first time, at the Library of Congress,
Washington.
WORLD WAR II
May 26, Thursday: Führer Adolf Hitler opened the first Volkswagen factory, in Wolfsburg, Germany.
WORLD WAR II
The United States House of Representatives established an Un-American Activities Committee, to investigate
American citizens and others holding political beliefs that it would consider objectionable.
UNAMERICANISM
William Elden Bolcom was born in Seattle, son of Robert Samuel Bolcom and Virginia Lauermann.
June:

John R. Kellam took his Bachelor of Arts degree at the University of Minnesota, was commissioned as a
reserve 2nd Lieutenant of the US Army, and returned to his family’s home in Duluth, among other things to
teach Sunday School at their Presbyterian Church:
[A]fter I came home from the University of Minnesota, in 1938,
I became a Sunday School teacher in that same church. Then I
went on East fifteen months later to MIT in the Fall of ‘39.
Frank Crassweller’s class back a few years had met in the choir
loft alongside of the organ and there were just enough of us to
fill all the seats in that space. He kept us interested and
thinking and he would challenge us to guess in a certain
situation what would be the best thing to do. It was a working
class in Christian ethics.
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(I don’t know whether this happened in June, or in some other season — but in a naval warfare exercise during
this year, Admiral Ernst King led the USS Saratoga in a “successful” carrier-born pretend airstrike against our
naval shipyard and anchorage at Pearl Harbor, Oahu, Hawaii.)
WORLD WAR II

Aggressors Again
Surprise Defenders
of Pearl Harbor
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June 4, Saturday: His daughter Anna having undergone interrogation by the Gestapo, Dr. Sigmund Freud packed up
some of his relatives (leaving behind 4 sisters who would be killed), and fled Vienna aboard the Orient
Express.

ANTISEMITISM
WORLD WAR II
June 11, Saturday: In creating a Yellow River flood to halt Japanese forces, the Chinese Nationalists sacrificed the
lives of 500,000 to 900,000 Chinese peasant civilians.
WORLD WAR II
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June 12, Sunday: In an attempt to slow the Japanese advance, Chiang Kai-shek ordered the destruction of dikes on the
Yellow River. Many Chinese were killed and hectares of farm land destroyed. This had, however, no lasting
effect on the Japanese military.
WORLD WAR II
Two new works by Leonard Bernstein were performed for the initial time, in Brookline, Massachusetts: Music
for Two Pianos and Music for the Dance.
June 13, Monday: Japanese troops took Anking on the Yangtze River.
WORLD WAR II
String Quartet no.4 by Bohuslav Martinu was performed for initial first time, in Paris.
June 27, Monday: After 4 days of fighting, Japanese forces took Matang on the Yangtze River.
WORLD WAR II
July 21, Thursday: The Chaco Peace Pact was signed, ending the long conflict between Bolivia and Paraguay.
WORLD WAR II
July 26, Tuesday: Chinese troops abandoned the rail hub of Kiukiang. Japanese soldiers went on rampage in the city.
WORLD WAR II
Cantos del Tucumán for voice, flute, harp, drums and violin by Alberto Ginastera to words of Jijena Sánchez,
was performed for the initial time, in Buenos Aires.
July 29, Friday: Japanese and Soviet forces clashed over the disputed border between Manchukuo and Siberia.
WORLD WAR II
Heroic Piece for chamber orchestra by David Diamond was performed for the initial time, in Zürich.
July 31, Sunday: Further border clashes took place between Soviet and Japanese troops. Soviet airplanes bombed
targets in Korea and Manchukuo.
WORLD WAR II
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August 12, Friday: In New York City, Overture no.1 for orchestra by David Diamond was performed for the initial
time.
The initial hearings of the US House of Representatives’s Un-American Activities Committee took place in
Washington DC. The concern of this committee would not be with Fascism (usually then considered as the
problem du jour), but instead with Communism — instead of the Nazis of the right, was it the Commies of the
left, behind the scenes in American labor unions and labor unrest, who were the ones causing all these
problems?
Führer Adolf Hitler ordered the mobilization of the German military. Oh-oh, no more Mr. Nice Guy.
WORLD WAR II
GERMANY

“I would like to thank Providence and the Almighty for
choosing me of all people to be allowed to wage this
battle for Germany.”
— Adolf Hitler, March 1936
WORLD WAR II
GERMANY

August 20, Saturday: Japanese forces took Juichang after 5 days of fighting, but beyond the city the Chinese defenses
held.
WORLD WAR II
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September 15, Thursday: At Berchtesgaden, British Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain and Führer Adolf Hitler
conversed. Der Führer indicated that he would be willing to risk war to return the Sudeten Germans to the
Reich.
WORLD WAR II
GERMANY
In virtual financial ruin, and with identification forged by the Soviet government, Lev Sergeyevich Termen
(Leon Theremin) boarded the freighter Stary Bolshevik in New York to return to the USSR. He was told that
his wife will join him soon. She had the feeling he is being taken against his will. Termen would be traveling
clandestinely to avoid the US Internal Revenue Service, to which he owed money.
September 22, Thursday-23, Friday: At Godesberg, Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain and Führer Adolf Hitler had
conversations.
WORLD WAR II
GERMANY

September 22, Thursday: The government of Czechoslovakia, feeling sold out by their allies, resigned. Jan Syrovy
replaced Milan Hodza as prime minister.
The International Brigades began withdrawing from the front lines of the Spanish Civil War.
Neville Chamberlain met Führer Adolf Hitler at Godesberg. Der Führer made new demands, including
German occupation of the Sudetenland by October 1st.
WORLD WAR II
String Quartet op.28 by Anton Webern was performed for the initial time, in Pittsfield, Massachusetts.
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September 26, Monday: In the Berlin Sportpalast, Führer Adolf Hitler announced that his Godesberg demands
represented a minimum, and that either Czechoslovakia would evacuate the Sudetenland by October 1st or
there would be war. President Franklin Delano Roosevelt appealed for peace directly to Der Führer
and President Benes.

The little dog, unable to converse in the Germanic languages, went “Woof woof.”
WORLD WAR II
GERMANY
September 27, Tuesday: The League of Nations identified Japan as an aggressor and invited its members to support
China.
Führer Adolf Hitler’s threat to march into the Sudetenland by 2PM on September 28th was published, as was
Britain’s promise to support France in aid of Czechoslovakia. Britain mobilized its fleet.
WORLD WAR II
Air Raid Precautions, under the direction of the Home Office, distributed 38,000,000 gas masks to the British
public.
The Queen Elizabeth was launched at Clydebank, Scotland by Queen Elizabeth. This was the largest ocean
liner in the world.
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September 29, Thursday: After three weeks fighting up the Yangtze and ten days assaulting the fortress of T’ien-chiachen, the Japanese Army finally fought its way into the city of Hankow (Wuhan) itself. Every one of the
surviving Chinese defenders was killed, with observers reported that the Japanese were forcing the prisoners
into the river and then shooting them as their heads bobbed above the surface. There were reports of “special
smoke,” which is to suggest, poison gas.
Leaders of the four powers, German Führer Adolf Hitler, British Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain, French
Prime Minister Edouard Daladier, and Italian Duce Benito Mussolini, met in München to discuss the
Czechoslovakia question. They would agree to cede to Germany all of the Sudeten German territory.

READ THE FULL TEXT
Having abandoned their Berlin residence, Paul Hindemith and his wife relocated to Bluche, Switzerland.
WORLD WAR II
September 30, Friday: 1:00AM. The München conferees agreed that Czechoslovakia would cede the Sudetenland to
Germany between October 1st and 10th. The integrity of the remainder of Czechoslovakia was guaranteed by
all parties. British Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain obtained appeased Führer Adolf Hitler’s signature on
a piece of paper stating that this agreement was “symbolic of the desire of our two peoples never to go to war
with one another again.”
WORLD WAR II
October: Dr. Josef Mengele began 3 months of basic training with the German Wehrmacht.
WORLD WAR II
October 1, Saturday: Czechoslovakia agreed to cede Teschen (Cieszyn) to Poland.
Jewish physicians were forthwith barred from practicing in Germany.
The Friends, a film with music by Dmitri Shostakovich, was shown for the first time.
Edwin D. Pierson committed suicide by jumping off the Golden Gate Bridge.
Areas of the Sudetenland began to be occupied by the German Army.
WORLD WAR II
October 2, Sunday: Polish troops entered Czechoslovak territory and occupied Teschen (Cieszyn).
WORLD WAR II
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October 5, Wednesday: Jan Syrovy became acting president of Czechoslovakia, replacing Edvard Benes who resigned
and went into exile.
WORLD WAR II
All German passports held by Jews were declared invalid (new ones would be issued, that were to bear a red
“J” annotation).
ANTISEMITISM
Serenade to Music for 16 vocal soloists and orchestra by Ralph Vaughan Williams to words of Shakespeare,
was performed for the first time, in the Royal Albert Hall, London.
October 15, Saturday: German troops occupied the Sudetenland; the Czech government resigned.
WORLD WAR II
October 21, Friday: Japanese forces occupied Canton.
WORLD WAR II
October 25, Tuesday: Francis J. L. Beckman, Archbishop of Dubuque, denounced swing as “a degenerated musical
system... turned loose to gnaw away at the moral fiber of young people,” leading down the “primrose path to
Hell” (he was agreeing, in fact, with the Nazis, although to give him the benefit of the doubt, perhaps he had
not recognized this).
After months of furious Chinese defense, aided by Soviet pilots, Japanese troops captured Hankow and
Wuchang surrounding Wuhan, the temporary capital of the Chinese Republic. The republican government fled
to Chungking.
WORLD WAR II
October 28, Friday: Germany began rounding up Polish Jews for transport to the Polish border (Poland would initially
refuse them entry, but eventually would succumb to international pressure).
WORLD WAR II
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November 9, Wednesday: After learning of the death of Baron Ernst von Rath at the hands of a Jewish youth, German
Führer Adolf Hitler ordered that if spontaneous anti-semitic demonstrations were to happen to break out, they
were not to be interfered with. Most Nazi functionaries received this as an encouragement to organize
demonstrations, and on this night, throughout Germany, S.S. and S.A. men looted Jewish businesses, arrested
Jews and carried out other acts of violence against Jews. Official tallies for the night’s activities would indicate
that 26 Jews had been killed and 36 seriously injured, 191 synagogues had been burned and 76 otherwise
destroyed, 814 Jewish shops and 171 Jewish apartment houses had been destroyed, and 20,000 Jews had been
taken into custody (actual figures probably much higher). This night would forever be known as Kristallnacht,
the “Night of Breaking Glass.”
ANTISEMITISM
WORLD WAR II
Nazis in Garmisch planned to arrest Alice Strauss, Jewish daughter-in-law of Richard Strauss, but she had been
hidden by a family friend in Düsseldorf. Strauss’ grandsons Richard Strauss and Christian Strauss were beaten
and taken to the town square in Garmisch where they were obligated to spit upon Jews as they were being
arrested.
December 6, Tuesday: A news item relating to the development of ELECTRIC WALDEN technology: Vladimir
Kosma Zworykin received a US patent for the cathode-ray tube, an essential element of television.

ELECTRIC

WALDEN

A Franco/German pact of friendship and peace was signed.

READ THE FULL TEXT
WORLD WAR II
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1939
A Presidential Directive signed by Franklin Delano Roosevelt strengthened the FBI’s authority to investigate
to discover possible subversiveness of “foreign” associations inside the United States of America by assigning
responsibility for investigating espionage, sabotage, and other subversive activities to the Federal Bureau of
Investigation, and to the Military Intelligence Service of the War Department, and to the Office of Naval
Intelligence. All you guys just pile right in there and molest whatever Americans strike your fancy –however
you want –whenever you want!
Maintenance of the HOLLYWOODLAND sign above Hollywood, California ceased, for the duration of the
war.
WORLD WAR II
When Hiroo Onoda turned 17, he went to work for a trading company in China.
LAST TO SURRENDER

WORLD WAR II
Early in this year Great Britain would begin the mass manufacture of large quantities of stout and impermeable
treated-cardboard coffins, and would begin the stockpiling of these grisly objects in case of national need for
them. Better safe than sorry.
Éire declared itself neutral. There was an Irish Republican Army campaign in Great Britain. In Éire, army
members were interned.
Senators Harry S Truman and Burton Wheeler introduced a bill to reorganize the railroads and place them
under the regulation of the Interstate Commerce Commission. During this year, as a member of the Military
Subcommittee of the Appropriations Committee, Senator Truman would visit defense installations in the
United States, Panama, Cuba, and Puerto Rico. Be prepared.
WORLD WAR II
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Early in the year: President Franklin Delano Roosevelt asked the US Congress to repeal the Neutrality Act so he could
sell arms to the free European forces. The Congress refused.

Terming his scheme the “Arsenal of Democracy,” from this year forward the President would be, by
dramatically increasing defense spending, converting America to dependence upon a military economy.

January 11, Wednesday: Spanish rebels captured Montblanch.
British Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain and Foreign Minister Lord Halifax made a visit to Rome to try to
persuade Italian Duce Benito Mussolini to help in pacifying Führer Adolf Hitler. The visit would have little
effect.
WORLD WAR II
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January 26, Thursday: At a conference at George Washington University, Niels Bohr publicly announced the
discovery of nuclear fission.
Forces of the democratically elected government of Spain surrendered Barcelona to the fascist rebels and their
Italian allies, who entered the city.
WORLD WAR II

THE FUTURE IS MOST READILY PREDICTED IN RETROSPECT

January 30, Monday: Christian Nazis were by this point tending toward the idea that the deity that had been being
worshipped in the Old Testament actually was Satan and the Jews therefore devil-worshipers, worshipers of
Satan who obviously needed to be exterminated in order to save the world for decency. During a Reichstag
speech, Führer Adolf Hitler promised “international Jewry” that the next time it provoked a major
international conflict, its victims would be, not Germans, but Jews.
WORLD WAR II
ANTISEMITISM
“I would like to thank Providence and the Almighty for
choosing me of all people to be allowed to wage this
battle for Germany.”
— Adolf Hitler, March 1936
WORLD WAR II
GERMANY

February 9, Thursday: Japanese forces captured Hainan.
WORLD WAR II
L’Or dans la montagne, a film with music by Arthur Honegger, was shown for the initial time, in ABC Cinema,
Geneva.

World War II

“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project
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February 24, Friday: Führer Adolf Hitler orated: “If positive Christianity means love of one’s neighbor, i.e. the tending
of the sick, the clothing of the poor, the feeding of the hungry, the giving of drink to those who are thirsty, then
it is we who are the more positive Christians. For in these spheres, the community of the people of National
Socialist Germany has accomplished a prodigious work.”28“I would like to thank Providence and the
WORLD WAR II
GERMANY
Almighty for choosing me of all people to be allowed to wage this battle for Germany.”
— Adolf Hitler, March 1936
WORLD WAR II
GERMANY

March 14, Tuesday: German, Hungarian, and Rumanian troops invaded Czechoslovakia and Slovakia proclaimed its
independence.
After having been summoned to Berlin on the previous night to be informed that Führer Adolf Hitler wanted
Bohemia and Moravia but not his land, Josef Tiso, prime minister of Slovakia, declared a state independent of
Czechoslovakia. On the same day, President Hacha had traveled to Berlin to throw himself at the mercy of
Hitler.
WORLD WAR II
Romance, a song by Claude Debussy to words of Bourget, was performed for the first time, in Paris.
March 15, Wednesday/16, Thursday: The German Army marched through Czechoslovakia.

March 15, Wednesday: 3:55AM. President Emil Hácha of Czechoslovakia signed a communique in Berlin, placing his
country in the hands of Adolf Hitler and Germany. Later in the morning, German troops and the Führer himself
rolled into Bohemia and Moravia. Hungary, at German insistence, took Ruthenia in heavy fighting against
armed citizens. By nightfall, the German army had occupied Prague.
WORLD WAR II
Two Symphonic Interludes from Macbeth by Ernest Bloch was performed for the initial time, in Bournemouth.
March 16, Thursday: The German Government, in its “Decree of March 16 of the Government of the Reich on the
Protectorate of Bohemia and Moravia,” officially proclaimed Bohemia and Moravia to be its protectorates.
Slovakia taken over as a protectorate by Germany. Hungary announced its annexation of the CarpathoUkraine.
WORLD WAR II

28. At some point in the late 1930s, a story has it, Abe Pickens of Cleveland, Ohio spent $10,000 attempting to promote world peace
by placing personal calls to Mussolini, Hirohito, Franco, and Hitler. In the case of Hitler, there was no communication as Abe didn’t
speak German and Adolf couldn’t understand his English.
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“If positive Christianity means love of one’s neighbor,
i.e. the tending of the sick, the clothing of the poor,
the feeding of the hungry, the giving of drink to those
who are thirsty, then it is we who are the more positive
Christians. For in these spheres, the community of the
people of National Socialist Germany has accomplished a
prodigious work.”
— Adolf Hitler, February 24, 1939
WORLD WAR II
GERMANY
March 17, Friday: The “independent” state of Slovakia asked for German protection.
The fascist dictatorships of Spain and Portugal signed a treaty of friendship and mutual respect.
Prime Minister Daladier of France was granted wide power by the French Chamber of Deputies to rearm.
Speaking in Birmingham, Prime Minister Chamberlain announced that he had been deceived by Hitler and that
the United Kingdom would need to resist any further territorial expansion by Germany.
WORLD WAR II

March 20, Monday: The United States ambassador to Berlin was recalled over the crisis in Czechoslovakia.
WORLD WAR II
In a Moscow prison, Lev Sergeyevich Termen (Leon Theremin) was forced to sign a confession that he
belonged to a fascist organization and spied for foreign countries.
Virgil Thomson wrote to Aaron Copland calling What to Listen for in Music “a bore.”
March 21, Tuesday: Führer Adolf Hitler demanded that the free city of Danzig in Poland become part of a greater
German Reich.
WORLD WAR II
March 22, Wednesday: The Memel Territory was ceded by Lithuania to Germany. This reunion was completed with
the signature at Berlin of a 5-point nonaggression pact which was worth the paper it was printed on. Germany
demanded the return of Danzig (Gdansk) and the Polish corridor.
WORLD WAR II
March 27, Monday: Japanese forces occupied Nanchang.
Italy sent an ultimatum to Albania demanding that it become an Italian protectorate.
WORLD WAR II
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March 28, Tuesday: Führer Adolf Hitler denounced the 1934 non-aggression pact with Poland.
WORLD WAR II
In the Spanish civil war, the fascist rebels entered Madrid. Fighting stopped before everybody was dead.
Jonas Cernius replaced Vladas Mironas as prime minister of Lithuania.
Harvard Professor Edward Forbes wrote to Igor Stravinsky in Paris, informing him of his selection as this
year’s holder of the Charles Eliot Norton Chair of Poetry.
March 31, Friday: Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain in the House of Commons announced a British and French
pledge to come to the assistance of Poland with all the power at their command “in the event of any action
which clearly threatened Polish independence and which the Polish Government accordingly considered it
vital to resist with their national forces....”
WORLD WAR II
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April 1, Saturday: Durch Einsamkeiten for male chorus by Richard Strauss to words of Wildgans was performed for
the initial time, in Vienna.
Flourish for Wind Band by Ralph Vaughan Williams was performed for the initial time, in Royal Albert Hall,
London.
President of the Spanish State Francisco Franco Bahamonde named himself prime minister and announced the
end of the war. The Spanish civil war officially was over, announced the winner: “After having made prisoner
and disarmed the Red Army, the National troops have attained their final military objective. In consequence,
the civil war is over.” The United States recognized the Franco government as the legitimate government of
Spain.
WORLD WAR II

“Fiddle-dee-dee, war, war, war,
I get so bored I could scream!”
—Scarlet O’Hara
April 3, Thursday: Joseph Tricaso committed suicide by jumping off the Golden Gate Bridge.
The Duke Ellington band performed in the Théâtre National, Paris to a full house. The scene would be repeated
on the following night.

April 4, Thursday: Paul J. Umland committed suicide by jumping off the Golden Gate Bridge.

April 5: Ballad of Heroes op.14 for solo voice, chorus and orchestra by Benjamin Britten to words of Auden and
Swingler, was performed for the initial time, at a concert of the Festival of Music for the People in Queen’s
Hall, London. The work was composed in honor of the men of the British Batallion of the International Brigade
who had fallen combating fascism in Spain.
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April 6, Thursday: The Albanian cabinet and parliament voted to reject the Italian ultimatum of March 27th.
Duke Ellington and his band played two concerts at the Majestic Theater in Antwerp.
Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain announced in the House of Commons that a Polish/British agreement had
brought into existence a triple alliance, of France, Great Britain, and Poland. Pending the elaboration of a
formal treaty of alliance, said agreement amounted to a provisional mutual-aid pact.
WORLD WAR II

April 7, Friday: Earle Christmas Grafton Page replaced Joseph Aloysius Lyons as Prime Minister of Australia.
Italian forces invade Albania as Italy formally annexed that country.
WORLD WAR II
Spain joined the Anti-Comintern Pact.
Duke Ellington and his band performed at The Hague.
April 13, Thursday: Great Britain and France guaranteed the independence of Romania and Greece.
The Duke Ellington band performed 2 concerts in Copenhagen.
Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain made a statement in House of Commons which guaranteed the borders
of both Rumania and Greece: “...in the event of any action being taken which clearly threatened the
independence of Greece or Rumania ... His Majesty’s Government would feel themselves bound at once to
lend ... all the support in their power.” Similar assurances were provided by France.
WORLD WAR II
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April 14, Friday: John Steinbeck’s THE GRAPES OF WRATH was published by Viking Press.
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt communicated to Chancellor Adolf Hitler and to the Italian swordsman
and Premier Benito Mussolini a plea for a 10-year guaranty of peace.
WORLD WAR II
GERMANY

Skilled Swordsmen
Saint Ignatius Loyola

President Harry S Truman

Michel Angelo

General George Patton

Sir Walter Raleigh

Heinrich Himmler

René Descartes

Hermann Göring

John Milton

Juan Péron

George Frederick Handel

Francisco Franco

Johann Wolfgang von Goethe

Benito Mussolini

Karl Marx

Oswald Mosley

Sir Richard Burton

Reinhard Heydrich

Aleksandr Pushkin
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April 28, Friday: West London, a song by Charles Ives to words of Arnold, was performed for the first time, at the Fine
Arts Center in Colorado Springs, Colorado.
In a speech to the Reichstag, Hitler denounced the German-Polish agreement of 1934 and the Anglo-German
naval agreement of 1935.
A German note to Great Britain abrogated the Naval Agreement of June 18, 1935 between the two countries.
A German note to Poland abrogated the 10-year nonaggression treaty of January 26, 1934 between the two
countries and requested not only the return of Danzig to Germany but also an extraterritorial railway and
highway connection to East Prussia.
WORLD WAR II
May 11, Thursday: A 6-month long border war began near Lake Bor between Japanese and Soviet troops. Their
surrogate local troops were Manchukuo and Mongolia respectively.
WORLD WAR II
May 22, Monday: The Nazis of Germany and the Fascists of Italy signed a “Pact of Steel.” Henceforward they would
be bonded by an exceedingly hard and strong ligature, a ligature like steel. Steel is an exceedingly manly
material. Manly homosocial men may be proud of having such an exceedingly hard and strong connection,
between them, which makes unnecessary any involvement with womanly weakness.
WORLD WAR II
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June 1, Thursday: When the submarine Thetis sank in Liverpool Bay, England, 99 perished.
TIMELINE OF ACCIDENTS

WORLD WAR II

LOST AT SEA

A brand-new Douglas DC-4 flew 40 passengers from Chicago to New York City, inaugurating service by that
airframe between these population centers.
David Peck Todd died at the age of 84.
June 12, Monday: Japan began a blockade of the British concession at Tientsin.
WORLD WAR II
July 16, Friday: Soviet planes bombed Fularki, Manchukuo. Japan would retaliate with a raid on Halunarshan.
WORLD WAR II
The 6th and final episode of Helweg’s (after White) play The Sword in the Stone entitled “The Sword”
with music by Benjamin Britten, was broadcast for the initial time, over the airwaves of the BBC.
July 26, Wednesday: By means of a note from the US Secretary of State to the Japanese Ambassador in Washington
DC, the United States of America gave notice of its intention unilaterally to abrogate their commercial treaty
signed in 1911.
WORLD WAR II
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August 2, Wednesday: On his back porch in Princeton, New Jersey (112 Mercer Street), Professor Albert Einstein was
prompted by Leo Szilard, Eugene Wigner, and Edward Teller to sign a short, clear letter to President Franklin
Delano Roosevelt, one suitable for the attention span of a politician, informing him of efforts in Nazi Germany
to purify Uranium238 and pointing out that Führer Adolf Hitler, since he was such an evil man, if he were
allowed to continue to have access to this particular ingredient, might be able to use it to fashion a just hugely
huge bomb.
Their idea was to persuade the President to take action to keep this material away from Herr Hitler, so that he
would be unable to achieve any such wicked objective if that was what was in his mind. The President would
be handed this letter, by Alexander Sachs, on October 11, 1939 — what an easy way to command the attention
of a great leader of men!
WORLD WAR II

August 4, Friday: Nazis in the Free City of Danzig (Gdansk) informed the Polish government that their city could no
longer serve as a port of entry. When Poland demanded that they rescind this decision, Danzigers claimed that
the incident hadn’t happened and that Poland was merely looking for an excuse to invade.
WORLD WAR II
August 9, Wednesday: Germany warned Poland that any more “ultimata” to Danzig would not be tolerated.
WORLD WAR II
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August 22, Tuesday: According to Kevork B. Bardakjian’s HITLER AND THE ARMENIAN GENOCIDE (Cambridge,
Massachusetts: The Zoryan Institute, 1985), Führer Adolf Hitler actually did ask “Who, after all, speaks today
of the annihilation of the Armenians?” He did so on this day while addressing his military commanders at
Obersalzburg a week before the invasion of Poland, and the German original of the confirming document is
printed in AKTEN ZUR DEUTSCHEN AUSWARTIGEN POLITIK 1918-1945, Serie D, Band VII (Baden-Baden, 1956,
pages 171-172).

ARMENIAN GENOCIDE
We have the English version as it appeared in Louis P. Lochner’s WHAT ABOUT GERMANY? (New York: Dodd,
Mead & Co., 1942, pages 1-4; the material also appears in Appendices II and III in two other versions). The
Nuremberg Tribunal would identify the material as L-3 or Exhibit USA-28: “My decision to attack Poland was
arrived at last spring. Originally, I feared that the political constellation would compel me to strike
simultaneously at England, Russia, France, and Poland. Even this risk would have had to be taken. Ever since
the autumn of 1938, and because I realized that Japan would not join us unconditionally and that Mussolini is
threatened by that nit-wit of a king and the treasonable scoundrel of a crown prince, I decided to go with Stalin.
In the last analysis, there are only three great statesmen in the world, Stalin, I, and Mussolini. Mussolini is the
weakest, for he has been unable to break the power of either the crown or the church. Stalin and I are the only
ones who envisage the future and nothing but the future. Accordingly, I shall in a few weeks stretch out my
hand to Stalin at the common German-Russian frontier and undertake the redistribution of the world with him.
Our strength consists in our speed and in our brutality. Genghis Khan led millions of women and children to
slaughter — with premeditation and a happy heart. History sees in him solely the founder of a state. It's a matter
of indifference to me what a weak western European civilization will say about me. I have issued the command
–and I'll have anybody who utters but one word of criticism executed by a firing squad– that our war aim does
not consist in reaching certain lines, but in the physical destruction of the enemy. Accordingly, I have placed
my death-head formations in readiness –for the present only in the East– with orders to them to send to death
mercilessly and without compassion, men, women, and children of Polish derivation and language. Only thus
shall we gain the living space [Lebensraum] which we need. Who, after all, speaks today of the annihilation
of the Armenians?”
WORLD WAR II
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“If positive Christianity means love of one’s neighbor,
i.e. the tending of the sick, the clothing of the poor,
the feeding of the hungry, the giving of drink to those
who are thirsty, then it is we who are the more positive
Christians. For in these spheres, the community of the
people of National Socialist Germany has accomplished a
prodigious work.”
— Adolf Hitler, February 24, 1939
WORLD WAR II
GERMANY

August 23, Wednesday: At Cherbourg, France, Sergei Rakhmaninov boarded ship for America (he would never again
sight the continent of Europe).
Sincerely faking each other out, Adolf Hitler in Germany and Iosef Stalin in the USSR agreed to a mutual
nonaggression pact.
WORLD WAR II
August 24, Thursday: Germany and the USSR signed a 10-year non-aggression pact. In response the British
Parliament passed the Emergency Powers Act giving the government broad powers to organize defense of the
country.
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt sent appeals for peace to Chancellor Adolf Hitler, President Moscicki,
and King Victor Emmanuel.
WORLD WAR II
GERMANY
August 25, Friday: A treaty between Great Britain and Poland formalized Britain’s declaration of March 31st,
guaranteeing Polish independence.
WORLD WAR II
Germany cut off all telecommunication going beyond its borders.
Olivier Messiaen was called up into the French army.
The Shirley Garland movie “The Wizard of Oz” was officially released in the United States.
Dos canciones for voice and piano by Alberto Ginastera to words of Silva Valdés was performed for the first
time, in Buenos Aires.
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August 26, Saturday: Croatia was given almost complete autonomy within Yugoslavia.
WORLD WAR II

August 27, Sunday: The 1st flight by an airplane powered by turbojet, the Heinkel He 178, took place above
Marienehe, Germany. The engine had originally been developed by Hans von Ohain.
WORLD WAR II
Young Apollo op.16 for piano, string quartet and string orchestra by Benjamin Britten was performed for the
initial time, over the airwaves of the CBC, the composer at the keyboard.
August 30, Wednesday: Nobuyuki Abe replaced Baron Kiichiro Hiranuma as Prime Minister of Japan.
The evacuation of tens of thousands of children from Paris began.
Our poet wrote us a poem:

The Soul’s Desert
(August 30, 1939)
They are warming up the old horrors; and all that they say is echoes of echoes.
Beware of taking sides; only watch.
These are not criminals, nor hucksters and little journalists, but the governments
Of the great nations; men favorably
Representative of massed humanity. Observe them. Wrath and laughter
Are quite irrelevant. Clearly it is time
To become disillusioned, each person to enter his own soul’s desert
And look for God, — having seen man.
— Robinson Jeffers

WORLD WAR II
August 31, Thursday: The German government announced that its demands of Poland have been rejected.
WORLD WAR II
A second concert by the Federal Music Project featuring Guggenheim recipients included the music of Ross
Lee Finney, William Schuman and Paul Creston.
The British fleet was mobilized, and civilian evacuations began from London.
Here is a collection of correspondence between His Majesty’s Government in the United Kingdom and the
German Government during this critical month of August:

READ THE FULL TEXT
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September: Robert Frost purchased, as a summer residence, the Homer Noble farm near Ripton, Vermont.
Over 4 days in this month the people of London, anticipating aerial bombardment by the Germans, brought in
for euthanization some 400,000 pet dogs and cats. This action had been advised against by the government and
was premature, as the bombs would not begin to fall for another 7 months — however, the idea of warpreparedness, of “doing something,” had filled people’s minds.
Japanese Army Unit 731 based in Harbin, Manchukuo, the germ warfare unit cleverly disguised as a waterpurification unit, cleverly introduced typhoid bacteria into water supplies they expected advancing Soviet units
would need to use. “Won’t they be surprised!”
WORLD WAR II

“MAGISTERIAL HISTORY” IS FANTASIZING: HISTORY IS CHRONOLOGY

September 1, Friday, 4:45AM: Artillery opened up all along the border between Germany and Poland, and from a
German cruiser in Danzig harbor to a Polish military installation nearby. Later, German armored and infantry
units entered Poland while the Luftwaffe bombed Warsaw and other Polish cities.
Danzig (Gdansk) was incorporated into the German Reich. Italy announced its neutrality while Great Britain
and France demanded that the Germans withdraw. Germany annexed Danzig, West Prussia, Wartheland, and
Upper Silesia. The Second World War had begun. The London Proms were canceled because the BBC
Symphony Orchestra has been evacuated to Bristol. The BBC stopped television broadcasts for the duration
of the war. Plans to evacuate hundreds of thousands of children from London and other major British cities to
rural areas went into operation.
Joaquín Rodrigo and his wife returned to Madrid from Paris to take up permanent residence. He had spent the
Civil War abroad and now returned to take up a position in the music department of Spanish National Radio.
In his suitcase was the manuscript of Concierto de Aranjuez.
Concerto for Horns by Carlos Chávez was performed completely for the first time, in the Palacio de Bellas
Artes, Mexico City.
The head of the SS, swordsman Heinrich Himmler, would comment “All Poles will disappear from the world.”

Skilled Swordsmen
Saint Ignatius Loyola
World War II

President Harry S Truman
“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project
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Skilled Swordsmen
Michel Angelo

General George Patton

Sir Walter Raleigh

Heinrich Himmler

René Descartes

Hermann Göring

John Milton

Juan Péron

George Frederick Handel

Francisco Franco

Johann Wolfgang von Goethe

Benito Mussolini

Karl Marx

Oswald Mosley

Sir Richard Burton

Reinhard Heydrich

Aleksandr Pushkin
The largest town in Pomerania, Bydogszcz (Bromberg) had a population of around 140,000. In the area around
this city during the first four months of the Nazi occupation of Poland about 10,000 non-Jewish Polish civilians
would be executed. First its priests, lawyers, teachers, and industry leaders would be taken to the town’s square
and executed by machine-gun. Then about a hundred 12-to-16-year-old Boy Scouts would be machine-gunned
on the steps of the Jesuit Church. For every German soldier shot, from 50 to 100 Polish civilians would be
randomly executed. Participating in the execution of hostages on September 10, 1939 were members of Police
Battalion 6 (Berlin). In the provinces of Lodz and Warsaw, the SS conducted a total of 714 execution
operations which took the lives of 16,376 Polish civilians, mostly the leading intelligentsia and aristocracy,
civil and political leaders. The class of Polish society most often selected for execution was the clergy. In
Pomerania, only 20 of its 650 priests would be allowed to remain, the rest either being executed or sent to
concentration camps. In Wroclaw, 49% of the priests were killed, in Chelmno, 48%, in Lodz, 37%, and in
Poznan, 31%. In Warsaw itself, 212 priests were executed.
The free city of Danzig was united with Germany.
Führer Adolf Hitler addressed the Reichstag, and issued a warning about what awaited the Jews who had
provoked him to this violence:
... this war will not end the way the jews would have it, namely
with the extermination of all European and Aryan peoples, but
the result of this war will be the annihilation of the Jewish
race.
WORLD WAR II
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Poland had a Jewish population of 3,351,000. Only 369,000 would be alive at war’s end.
You probably thought that since the Nazis were wicked, the Poles were nicey-nice. Well, guess what?
In advance of the onrushing irresistible German armies, Polish soldiers and civilians were fleeing eastward,
and as they fled, they were diverting themselves by attacking any ethnic German civilians, the Volksdeutsche
resident in Poland for many years, that they could readily detect. To come across a German home was to enter
it and slaughter its occupants. Before execution, it goes without saying, many of the Volksdeutsche women
were raped. Not all these ethic Germans were merely shot, of course, as that would have been too easy — many
were the inventive tools of death, and the bodies were being severely mutilated. The civilians who helped the
Polish army in this would remain behind to plunder what they could before putting whatever was not worth
carrying off to the torch. Polish soldiers, together with their civilian irregulars, were during this retreat
responsible for the deaths of around 6,000 Volksdeutsche. At a later investigation, the testimonies of 593
witnesses would establish that at least 3,841 ethnic Germans (by individual name) had been in this manner
executed by Poles prior to the full German investment of their nation.
In response to this the Volksdeutsche of Poland were forming themselves into Self-Protection units known as
Selbschutz, units which eventually would come first under the influence of the SS and later under the influence
of the Ordungspolizei or Order Police. (The infamous reputation achieved by this Ordungspolizei would cause
it to be disbanded on November 30, 1939.)
It seems the poet W.H. Auden was swept up in the affairs of this day and wrote a poem which he would first
attempt to extensively revise, and then later disavow as dishonest. We may speculate as to what he came to
consider dishonest about his poem:
I sit in one of the dives
On Fifty-second Street
Uncertain and afraid
As the clever hopes expire
Of a low dishonest decade:
Waves of anger and fear
Circulate over the bright
And darkened lands of the earth,
Obsessing our private lives;
The unmentionable odour of death
Offends the September night.
Accurate scholarship can
Unearth the whole offence
From Luther until now
That has driven a culture mad,
Find what occurred at Linz,
What huge imago made
A psychopathic god:
I and the public know
What all schoolchildren learn,
Those to whom evil is done
Do evil in return.
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Exiled Thucydides knew
All that a speech can say
About Democracy,
And what dictators do,
The elderly rubbish they talk
To an apathetic grave;
Analysed all in his book,
The enlightenment driven away,
The habit-forming pain,
Mismanagement and grief:
We must suffer them all again.
Into this neutral air
Where blind skyscrapers use
Their full height to proclaim
The strength of Collective Man,
Each language pours its vain
Competitive excuse:
But who can live for long
In an euphoric dream;
Out of the mirror they stare,
Imperialism’s face
And the international wrong.
Faces along the bar
Cling to their average day:
The lights must never go out,
The music must always play,
All the conventions conspire
To make this fort assume
The furniture of home;
Lest we should see where we are,
Lost in a haunted wood,
Children afraid of the night
Who have never been happy or good.
The windiest militant trash
Important Persons shout
Is not so crude as our wish:
What mad Nijinsky wrote
About Diaghilev
Is true of the normal heart;
For the error bred in the bone
Of each woman and each man
Craves what it cannot have,
Not universal love
But to be loved alone.
From the conservative dark
Into the ethical life
The dense commuters come,
Repeating their morning vow;
‘I will be true to the wife,
I’ll concentrate more on my work,’
And helpless governors wake
To resume their compulsory game:
Who can release them now,
Who can reach the dead,
Who can speak for the dumb?
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All I have is a voice
To undo the folded lie,
The romantic lie in the brain
Of the sensual man-in-the-street
And the lie of Authority
Whose buildings grope the sky:
There is no such thing as the State
And no one exists alone;
Hunger allows no choice
To the citizen or the police;
We must love one another or die.
Defenseless under the night
Our world in stupor lies;
Yet, dotted everywhere,
Ironic points of light
Flash out wherever the Just
Exchange their messages:
May I, composed like them
Of Eros and of dust,
Beleaguered by the same
Negation and despair,
Show an affirming flame.

September 3, Sunday: Germany rejected British Prime Minister Chamberlain’s ultimatum that it withdraw from
Poland by 11:00AM. At 11:15AM Chamberlain announced to his nation on radio that they were at war. At the
same time, France handed over its ultimatum to the Germans which would also be rejected. At 5:00PM France
declared war before the ultimatum expired.
Australia and New Zealand declared war on Germany.
German forces captured Czestachowa and immediately began a series of pogroms.
Michael Tippett began composing A Child of Our Time.
All public entertainment in Great Britain was canceled until further notice.
WORLD WAR II
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Documents concerning German/Polish relations and the outbreak of hostilities between Great Britain and
Germany presented by the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs to Parliament by command of His Majesty
(The British War Blue Book).

READ THE FULL TEXT
The first civilian ship to be a casualty of WWII, the Cunard passenger liner Athenia of 13,581 tons chartered
from the Anchor Donaldson Line, was sunk west of Scotland by U-boat U30 (Obereutnant Fritz-Julius Lemp)
on the opening day of WWII — the captain incorrectly presuming this vessel to be an armed merchant cruiser.
The ship actually had been carrying evacuees from Glasgow to Canada. There were 1,103 passengers not
including crewmembers. Survivors were rescued by the British destroyers Electra, Escort, and Fame and the
freighters City of Flint and Southern Cross, but 118 of the passengers drowned. On board were 316 Americans
of whom 28 drowned. (Obereutnant Lemp was not court-martialled for this, but the next day Adolf Hitler
would order that under no circumstances were attacks to be made on passenger ships. The City of Flint would
be torpedoed on January 25, 1943 with the loss of 7 lives. On May 9, 1941, Obereutnant Lemp and 15 of his
crew would be lost when the U-boat he then commanded, the U110, would be captured.)

When war was declared, the Weil family returned from its vacation to Paris, where Simone Weil read the
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Bhagavad-Gita for the first time.

IT IS NO COINCIDENCE THAT IT IS MORTALS WHO CONSUME OUR
HISTORICAL ACCOUNTS, FOR WHAT WE ARE ATTEMPTING TO DO IS
EVADE THE RESTRICTIONS OF THE HUMAN LIFESPAN. (IMMORTALS,
WITH NOTHING TO LIVE FOR, TAKE NO HEED OF OUR STORIES.)

September 4, Monday: Advance members of the British Expeditionary Force landed in France.
The initial Allied bombing raid over Germany took place as the RAF attacked Wilhelmshaven (little damage
was done to the shipping while five of the ten bombers were shot down).
WORLD WAR II
In consideration of the error which had occurred on the previous day, Adolf Hitler passed an order to his Uboats, that under no circumstances were they to attack any passenger ship.
“If positive Christianity means love of one’s neighbor,
i.e. the tending of the sick, the clothing of the poor,
the feeding of the hungry, the giving of drink to those
who are thirsty, then it is we who are the more positive
Christians. For in these spheres, the community of the
people of National Socialist Germany has accomplished a
prodigious work.”
— Adolf Hitler, February 24, 1939
WORLD WAR II
GERMANY

World War II

“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project
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September 5, Tuesday: President Franklin Delano Roosevelt implements the Neutrality Act of 1937, including an arms
embargo on all belligerents in the European war. (The President issued two Neutrality Proclamations; one
according to Neutrality Act of 1937 which forbade shipment of arms and munitions to belligerents, the other
in accordance with international law. He ordered a Neutrality Patrol by the US Navy to report and track any
belligerent air, surface, or underwater naval forces approaching the Atlantic coasts of the United States or the
West Indies.)
WORLD WAR II
German troops crossed the Vistula River in Poland.
September 6, Wednesday: The US Navy began formation of a Neutrality Patrol in the Atlantic Ocean, under the
Commander of the Atlantic Squadron (Rear Admiral A.W. Johnson)
South Africa declares war on Germany. Jan Christiaan Smuts becomes prime minister.
WORLD WAR II
German forces capture Krakow. The Polish government evacuates Warsaw and moves to Lublin while their
troops withdraw to a line of the Rivers Narew, Vistula and San.
Aaron Copland writes from Woodstock, New York to Benjamin Britten urging him to avoid conscription.
“Anyone can shoot a gun--but how many can write music like you?”

September 7, Thursday: French forces cross into Germany southeast of Saarbrücken.
The Polish naval base at Westerplatte surrenders to the Germans.
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September 8, Friday: President Franklin Delano Roosevelt proclaimed a “limited national emergency” and ordered an
increase in the enlisted strengths of all the US armed forces (naval enlisted men from 110,813 to 145,000,
Marine Corps enlisted strength from 18,325 to 25,000), and authorized the recall to active duty of officers,
men, and nurses on retired lists of Navy and Marine Corps. The Allies announced a long-range blockade of
Germany.
At Bedzin in Poland, Germans herded several hundred Jews into a synagogue and set it afire, burning them to
death.

ANTISEMITISM
All Jewish businesses in German-occupied territories were ordered to from this point forward mark themselves
with a star of David.
German forces captured Aleksandrow.
WORLD WAR II
September 9, Saturday: Polish forces counterattacked around Kutno and made modest gains.
WORLD WAR II
Germans burnt down the synagogues of Aleksandrow.
ANTISEMITISM

September 10, Sunday: Canada declared war on Germany.
The Battle of the Atlantic began.
WORLD WAR II
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September 11, Monday: German troops cross the River San north and south of Przemysl.
Admiral W.D. Leahy, USN (Retired), took office as Governor of Puerto Rico.
Germany announced a counter-blockade of the Allies.
WORLD WAR II

September 12, Tuesday: After advancing eight kilometers along a 25-kilometer front into Germany, the French army
halted.
WORLD WAR II

September 14, Thursday: German troops entered Przemysl and arrested, beat, and shot 43 leading Jews.
ANTISEMITISM
Germans reached Brest-Litovsk.
Russian-born American engineer Igor Ivanovich Sikorsky flew his Vought-Sikorsky VS-300 direct-lift aircraft
in Stratford, Connecticut (this was the first practical helicopter).
WORLD WAR II
September 15, Friday: Cease-fire and neutrality agreements were signed by the Soviet Union and Japan.
WORLD WAR II
September 16, Saturday: The Polish government refused to surrender Warsaw. On the eve of Rosh Hashanah, German
bombers deliberately targeted the Jewish quarter of the city.
ANTISEMITISM
Bulgaria declared official neutrality in the current war.
WORLD WAR II
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September 16, Saturday/17, Sunday: Soviet troops invaded eastern Poland.
Some 14,500 Polish officers would be surrendering to the Russians. After being interned in three POW camps
in Russia (Kozielsk, Starobielsk, and Ostashkov), they would be executed en masse in about April 1940.
In April 1943 the world would begin to learn of these mass executions. On April 13, 1990 the USSR would
acknowledge responsibility. On October 14, 1992, Boris Yeltsin would hand over his government’s secret files
on the Katyn Forest massacres to Lech Walesa of Poland. Before the massacre, 245 officers from the camp at
Kozielsk, 79 from Starobielsk, and 124 from Ostashkor had been transferred for no apparent reason to a camp
at Pavlishchev Bor, a hundred miles north-west of Kozielsk, and these would be the only survivors of the
Katyn Forest massacres. In other parts of the Katyn Forest, other graves would be being discovered containing
the bodies of various Russian political prisoners who had been being executed in pre-war days by the NKVD.
It now seems that the Katyn Forest functioned as the main execution site for the secret police of Iosef
Vissarionovich Dzugashvili, known as “Stalin,” up to the point at which they would install commercial paperpulping equipment in the basement of their headquarters in Moscow, that would enable them to transform
human corpses into mere gray water to be discharged innocently into the sewer system.29
WORLD WAR II

The British Admiralty announced the establishment of a convoy system for its merchant shipping as the initial
Halifax/United Kingdom convoy sailed.

29. This is the origin of the term “liquidation,” as in “Maybe he’s been liquidated by the secret police!”
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September 17, Sunday: Soviet Foreign Minister Molotov announced from Moscow that the Polish government had
ceased to exist and therefore the USSR was taking possession of eastern Poland (the action had secretly been
agreed to a month earlier in the Soviet-German non-aggression pact).
President Ignacy Moscicki of Poland, Prime Minister Felicjan Slawoj-Skladkowski and his government
crossed the border into Romania.
The 22,500 ton converted British escort carrier HMS Courageous, commanded by Captain W.T. Makeig-Jones
and accompanied by HMS Ark Royal and HMS Hermes, was sunk by U-boat U29 (Kapitän-Leutnant Otto
Schuhart) while on anti-submarine duty 350 miles west of Lands End. A total of 576 men died in this, the first
ship of the Royal Navy to be sunk in World War II. Lost were 514 navy men, 26 Fleet Air Arm men and 36
RAF servicing crew. The carrier sank in about 15 minutes after being hit by two torpedoes from a salvo of
three. Captain Makeig-Jones stood on the bridge saluting the flag as his ship rolled over. After this, all such
patrols by aircraft carriers would be discontinued. Each and every member of the crew of the U29 would
receive the Iron Cross 2nd class when the U-boat returned to Wilhelmshaven, which marked the first time this
decoration had been awarded to members of the U-boat service. (U29 would survive the war and would be
scuttled on May 4, 1945.)
WORLD WAR II

September 18, Monday: German and Soviet troops, devouring Poland from opposite sides, met, ironically enough, in
Brest-Litovsk.
Soviet forces captured Vilna.
William Joyce began broadcasting over German radio to England as Lord Haw-Haw.
President of the Reichsmusikkammer Peter Raabe issued a decree banning the performance of all music of
composers from enemy countries. This went for all music not in the public domain.
WORLD WAR II
September 19, Tuesday: After a protracted, heroic defense of ten days, Polish forces surrendered Posen (Poznan) to
the Germans. Führer Adolf Hitler made a triumphal entry into Danzig (Gdansk).
Soviet troops occupied Vilna (Vilnius) and blockaded the Estonian coast.
Der Führer empowered the leading medical officers of the Reich to begin a policy of killing the insane.
Our poet wrote us a poem:

The Day is a Poem
(September 19, 1939)
This morning Hitler spoke in Danzig, we heard his voice.
A man of genius: that is, of amazing
Ability, courage, devotion, cored on a sick child’s soul,
Heard clearly through the dog-wrath, a sick child
Wailing in Danzig; invoking destruction and wailing at it.
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Here, the day was extremely hot; about noon
A south wind like a blast from hell’s mouth spilled a slight rain
On the parched land, and at five a light earthquake
Danced the house, no harm done. To-night I have been amusing myself
Watching the blood-red moon droop slowly
Into black sea through bursts of dry lightning and distant thunder.
Well: the day is a poem: but too much
Like one of Jeffers’s, crusted with blood and barbaric omens,
Painful to excess, inhuman as a hawk’s cry.
— Robinson Jeffers

WORLD WAR II
September 21, Thursday: Prime Minister Armand Calinescu of Romania was murdered by the fascist Iron Guard in
Bucharest and replaced by Gheorghe Argesanu. Numerous members of the Iron Guard were arrested or
murdered.
Reinhard Heydrich issued the following orders to the commanders of the Einsatzgruppen:
•
•
•

Country Jews will be concentrated in large cities. The districts of Danzig, West Prussia,
Poznan and Upper Silesia will be emptied of Jews.
Jewish councils are to be established which will have authority over executing all orders.
All Jewish businesses and property will be confiscated and exploited.

President Franklin Delano Roosevelt asked the federal Congress to repeal the arms embargo provisions of the
United States Neutrality Act of 1937.
WORLD WAR II
September 22, Friday: Over the following 4 days the S.S. would loot Jewish shops, blow up synagogues and murder
dozens of leading Jewish citizens in Wloclawek.
Soviet forces captured Lvov.
WORLD WAR II
September 25, Monday: 400 German planes attacked Warsaw, dropping 72 tons of incendiaries and causing
widespread fires.
Food rationing was instituted in Germany.
Igor Stravinsky fled the war in Europe by boarding ship in Bordeaux, heading for New York.
WORLD WAR II
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September 27, Wednesday: The initial eleven notes of Chopin’s Military Polonaise, the signature of Warsaw State
Radio, were sounded for the final time.
As Foreign Minister von Ribbentropp landed in Moscow to negotiate a new treaty over Poland, resistance
ceased in Poland, with Warsaw surrendering unconditionally to German and Russia; Reinhard Heydrich
became the leader of new Reich Main Security Office (RSHA).
WORLD WAR II

September 28, Thursday: Polish troops in Modlin surrendered to the Germans.
Estonia granted the Soviet Union the right to garrison troops within its borders.
Constantine Argetoianu replaced Gheorghe Argesanu as prime minister of Romania.
Manuel de Falla left his home in Granada, travelling to Barcelona.
Arthur Farwell married Betty Richardson, his former student 40 years his junior, in New York.
A German/USSR border and friendship treaty was signed, resulting in partitioning of Poland. An Estonian/
USSR 10-year mutual assistance pact was signed at Moscow, that would give the USSR bases for aviation and
artillery.
WORLD WAR II

September 29, Friday: The Soviet-German treaty of friendship was announced including the partition of Poland. The
border was set along the River Bug and Germany recognized Soviet sovereignty over Lithuania.
A treaty of mutual assistance between Estonia and the USSR allowed the Soviets to lease bases and station
troops in Estonia.
WORLD WAR II
September 29, Friday: The Nazis and the Soviets divvied up Poland.
WORLD WAR II
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October: Tyler Gatewood Kent was transferred from the US Embassy in Moscow to the US embassy in London.
He would serve as a code clerk with access to diplomatic dispatches from American missions across Europe
to Washington, all of which were being routed through the London embassy’s code room. When he began this
duty assignment, war had already broken out in Europe but both US law (the Johnson and Neutrality Acts) and
overwhelming US public sentiment seemed to be ensuring that the USA could not become entangled in this
conflict. However, from this special vantage point, Kent would quickly become aware that President Franklin
Delano Roosevelt was working behind the scenes to get his nation embroiled in this war, subverting US law

and deceiving the voters. He decided to “pull an Ellsberg” by making copies or summaries of the diplomatic
dispatches demonstrating Roosevelt’s secret agenda in order somehow to bring this to the attention of
unsympathetic federal legislators. The most incriminating evidence he accumulated consisted of top secret
correspondence between Roosevelt and Winston Churchill, which began with a letter the President had sent
behind the back of Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain on September 11, 1939, while Winston Churchill was
still only the 1st Lord of the Admiralty (that is, not a head of state, but merely at the head of the British navy
with no official responsibility for national policy). This was enormously problematic as, officially, a head of
state such as the US President might communicate only with his counterpart heads of state and, officially, any
communications routed through underlings understood to be for the ultimate attention of that counterpart head
of state. Churchill was signing his messages to Roosevelt simply “Naval Person,” because his treasonous
agenda in dealing directly with the American head of state was to supplant Chamberlain as head of state.
WORLD WAR II
October 1, Sunday: German troops entered Warsaw.
The last Polish resistance ended, on the Helska Peninsula. Six Polish ships escaped the German blockade and
would make their way to British ports. Approximately 100,000 had died during the Polish campaign.
WORLD WAR II
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October 2, Monday: Manuel de Falla and his sister boarded the SS Neptunia in Barcelona heading for Buenos Aires.
He would never again see Spain.
The Act of Panama was approved by the Conference of Foreign Ministers of American Republics meeting in
Panama City. A neutrality zone some 300 miles in breadth would be patrolled by the United States Navy.
Germany notified the United States that merchant vessels must submit to visit and search.
WORLD WAR II

October 3, Tuesday: Representatives of 21 American nations met in Panama and declared a security zone of between
500-1,000 kilometers from their shores in which no act of war should be committed.
WORLD WAR II

October 4, Wednesday: The French army completed a retreat of their forces behind their “Maginot Line.”
WORLD WAR II

October 5, Thursday: Furthering the cause of peace, a 10-year mutual-assistance pact between Latvia and the USSR
was signed at Moscow (this would allow the Soviets to lease bases and station troops in Latvia).
Adolf Hitler led a victory parade around Warsaw.
A Hawaiian Detachment of the United States Fleet was formed under Commander Scouting Force
(Vice Admiral A. Andrews).
WORLD WAR II
October 7, Saturday: Milton Sanford Mayer, in a Saturday Evening Post article “I Think I’ll Sit This One Out,”
opinioned that since we refused to face the fundamental problem with which we needed to deal (“the animality
in man”), the coming world conflagration was inevitably going to render our human situation worse rather than
better.
WORLD WAR II

THE FUTURE IS MOST READILY PREDICTED IN RETROSPECT
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October 8, Sunday: Germany annexed Polish frontier regions to Silesia and East Prussia and created three districts of
the German Reich: Greater East Prussia, Danzig West Prussia, and Posen.
WORLD WAR II
An order was issued establishing a Jewish ghetto in Piotrkow, the initial such order in occupied Poland.
ANTISEMITISM

October 9, Monday: As a Finnish delegation departed for Moscow, Finnish troops organized at the border.
The German armored cruiser Deutschland seized the United States freighter City of Flint, en route from New
York to United Kingdom, as a carrier of contraband.
WORLD WAR II

October 10, Tuesday: Germany began the deportation of Polish Jews to Lublin.
ANTISEMITISM
A 15-year treaty of mutual assistance between Lithuania and the USSR was signed in Moscow, allowing the
Soviets to lease bases and station troops in Lithuania.
After a bout with the flu in New York, Igor Stravinsky traveled to Cambridge, Massachusetts, where he was
to deliver the Norton Lectures at Harvard University.
Trenzinho for chorus by Heitor Villa-Lobos to words of Santoro, was performed for the first time, under the
baton of the composer.
WORLD WAR II
October 28, Saturday: Italy declared war on Greece.
On Czechoslovakian Independence Day some citizens demonstrated in Prague, and the police killed two of
them.
Heinrich Himmler issued his initial “procreation order” for the engendering of a superior German race.
WORLD WAR II
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October 25, Wednesday: Germany decreed that all Jews in Poland aged 14-60 were required to work on government
labor projects.
ANTISEMITISM
The initial performance in the newly built State Theater in Athens was Giacomo Puccini’s Madama Butterfly.
In attendance on this night were King George and, at the special invitation of the Greek government, the son
and daughter-in-law of the composer.
In an attempt to attack President Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s New Deal, the House of Representatives’s UnAmerican Activities Committee published a list containing, among other names, 563 names of federal
employees.30
October 30, Monday: U-boat U56 was lying in wait at periscope depth, ideally positioned in the middle of a contingent
of the British Home Fleet just west of the Orkney Islands. In front was the battleship HMS Rodney, followed
by the HMS Nelson (flagship of the fleet) and HMS Hood, all surrounded by a protective screen of destroyers.
Lieutenant Wilhelm Zahn fired three torpedoes at HMS Nelson. Two of the torpedoes struck its hull but neither
exploded! –It was getaway time. Had either of these torpedoes exploded there would have been hell to pay, as
there was a conference going on on board the flagship, to determine England’s course of action after the
torpedoing of the Royal Oak at Scapa Flow. The VIPs included C-in-C Home Fleet Admiral Sir Charles
Forbes, First Sea Lord and Admiral of the Fleet Sir Dudley Pound, and Lord of the Admiralty Mr. Winston
Churchill. Admiral Karl Donetz, the supreme commander of Germany’s U-boat campaign, would write in his
war diary “Without doubt, the torpedo inspectors have fallen down on their job ... at least 30% of our torpedoes
are duds!” Gunther Prien, hero of Scapa Flow, would remark “How the hell do they expect us to fight with
dummy rifles?” This was almost as great an embarrassment to the German Navy as the torpedoes produced in
Newport, Rhode Island would be to the US Navy!
WORLD WAR II
November 1, Wednesday: Hermann issued orders creating the Main Trustee Office East, to handle the expropriation
of wealth and property in Poland.
John D. Rockefeller, Jr. drove the final rivet into 10 Rockefeller Plaza on Manhattan Island, completing the 9year, 14-building project.
The Polish Corridor, Posen, and Upper Silesia were annexed by Germany.
WORLD WAR II

November 3, Friday: The Gestapo arrested and executed 96 Polish schoolteachers in Rypin.
The United States Congress repealed a section of the Neutrality Act forbidding the shipment of arms to
belligerent countries.
The USSR incorporated the Polish Western Ukraine and Western White Russia.
WORLD WAR II
30. Members of this congressional committee were alleging not only that this list was a membership list of the American League
for Peace and Democracy, but also that this group was one of the front organizations of the Communist Party.
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November 4, Saturday: How to win friends and influence people: Congress approved and President Franklin Delano
Roosevelt signed the Pittman Bill (United States Neutrality Act of 1939) that would allow American
businesses to begin to vend weapons of death to any nation that had thirty pieces of silver jingling in its pocket.
WORLD WAR II
President Roosevelt declared the area around the British Isles to be a combat zone.

November 5, Sunday: The German Gestapo detained all 167 Polish professors and lecturers at Krakow University,
at its Sachsenhausen concentration camp.
WORLD WAR II
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November 8, Wednesday: 50 Polish officers were shot to death by the Germans in Ciechocinek.
Führer Adolf Hitler addressed the annual reunion of the veterans of the München Putsch. Georg Elser, an
opponent, had positioned a bomb in the podium and had set it to go off at 11:20PM, one hour and 20 minutes
after Hitler’s oration was due to begin. Hitler on this occasion, however, was uncharacteristically brief, exiting
the Beer Hall at 11:12PM. When the bomb exploded he was long gone, but 7 people in the vicinity of the
podium were killed, and 63 injured including the father of Eva Braun.
WORLD WAR II

“If positive Christianity means love of one’s neighbor,
i.e. the tending of the sick, the clothing of the poor,
the feeding of the hungry, the giving of drink to those
who are thirsty, then it is we who are the more positive
Christians. For in these spheres, the community of the
people of National Socialist Germany has accomplished a
prodigious work.”
— Adolf Hitler, February 24, 1939
WORLD WAR II
GERMANY

November 16, Thursday: Books from the Jewish Religious Academy in Lublin were taken to the marketplace and
burned. The fire would blaze for 20 hours.
ANTISEMITISM
The Nazis arrested 1,800 Czech students and teachers in Prague, executing 9 student leaders on the spot.
WORLD WAR II
Suite for solo cello by Ernst Krenek was performed for the first time, in Skinner Recital Hall of Vassar College,
Poughkeepsie, New York.

November 17, Friday: Führer Adolf Hitler closed all Czech colleges and universities.
WORLD WAR II
A Czechoslovak government-in-exile was created in France under Jan Srámek.
Kleine Sinfonie op.44 by Hans Pfitzner was performed for the first time, in Berlin.

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

WORLD WAR II

WWII

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE
November 18, Saturday: The Nazis closed all the technical schools in Czechoslovakia. This would force Karel Husa,
who was contemplating an engineering career, to contemplate another line of work.
WORLD WAR II
Concerto for harp and orchestra by Alyeksandr Vasilyevich Mosolov was performed for the first time, in
Moscow.
Homenajes, for orchestra by Manuel de Falla was performed completely for the initial time, in the Teatro
Colón, Buenos Aires, with the composer himself conducting.
When the Simon Bolivar, an 8,309-ton passenger ship of the Royal Netherlands Steamship Company, enroute
to Tilbury from Rotterdam, struck a magnetic mine at 12:30PM when about 25 miles from Harwich, Captain
Voorspuity and 130 passengers were killed. Passing ships picked up floaters and would drop them off either at
Harwich or London.
WORLD WAR II

November 21, Tuesday: A German/Slovak treaty was signed at Berlin, ceding to Slovakia 225 square miles of territory
that had been annexed by Poland in 1920, 1924, and 1938.
WORLD WAR II

November 28, Tuesday: Russia denounced its 1932 Non-Aggression Pact with Finland.
WORLD WAR II
November 30, Thursday: Soviet troops invaded Finland, simultaneously bombing Helsinki (the attackers came
through the Karelian isthmus north of Lake Ladoga, from Soviet Karelia, and from Murmansk).
During the dangers of the September assault of the German army into Poland, the Volksdeutsche or ethnic
Germans of Poland had formed themselves into Self-Protection units known as Selbschutz which would come
first under the influence of the SS and then under the influence of the Ordungspolizei or Order Police.
The Ordungspolizei had at this point acquired such an unsavory reputation that the organization had to be
disbanded.
After the German takeover of Poland, however, so called “pacification” raids on towns and villages had begun.
The SS’s preferred method of “pacifying” a district and subduing the local population would be to go in and
pick out a few hundred people at random. They would be marched to their place of execution, a place where
pits had already been dug, and told to undress and lie face downward in the pits. They would be shot and their
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corpses covered with a layer of quicklime, then a second batch of victims would be told to lie face down atop
them, and would be shot, and another layer of quicklime would be applied — and this would go on until each
pit was full. They would then be covered with earth and trampled down until the surface was level, and trees
or grass would be planted. Execution scenes such as this were an everyday matter as the Nazi death squads
moved unimpeded through defeated Poland, and later through the occupied areas of the Soviet Union. In the
village of Szalas, for one instance, all male inhabitants over the age of fifteen, 300 of them, would be rounded
up and after many were machined-gunned, the others would simply be locked in the local school and the
building set on fire. It was perfectly safe to commit this sort of atrocity, as an order issued by Führer Adolf
Hitler himself stated explicitly that “no German soldier could be brought to trial for any act committed against
Polish or Russian citizens.”
WORLD WAR II
December: The 1st Nazi euthanasia center to be equipped so that patients could be executed in batches with ZyklonB was Brandenburg.31 The procedure there would be for groups of 20 or 30 to be ushered into what appeared
to be a shower room. The equipment, on the other side of an impermeable wall, to send cyanide gas into this
room through a pipe, was to be operated by whatever doctor happened to be on duty.
WORLD WAR II

December 13-17: During her 77 days at sea the Admiral Graf Spee, a German 16,000-ton battleship, had sunk 9
merchant vessels totalling 50,089 tons, the Clement, Newton Beach, Ashlea, Huntsman, Trevanion, Africa
Shell, Doric Star, Tairoa, and Streonshalh. The battleship having sustained damage off the coast of Uruguay
during the Battle of the River Plate while under attack by the British cruisers HMS Exeter and Ajax, and the
New Zealand manned light cruiser Achilles, it sought refuge in the neutral port of Montevideo. 72 British
sailors had been killed, and 36 men of the Admiral Graf Spee. To preserve the neutrality of Montevideo, this
warship was granted only a temporary stay. Soon after leaving port it would be in an impossible situation, and
its crew would surrender on the 17th. The ship would blow itself up with its own torpedoes, which the crew
had rigged to explode after they had gotten to safety, and three days later her commander, Captain Hans
Langsdorff, a man who had never willingly given the Nazi salute, would kill himself.
WORLD WAR II

31. It is an interesting footnote to history that Fritz Haber, the German chemist who during the 1920s had developed this Zyklon
gas, had in 1934 been forced out of Germany because, despite his early conversion to Christianity, and despite his wholehearted
service to their cause, the Nazis considered him to be still “racially” a Jew.

ANTISEMITISM
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December 14, Wednesday: The Union of Soviet Socialist Republics was expelled from the League of Nations.
WORLD WAR II
Eleanor Roosevelt urged Americans to consume more apples, oranges, and grapefruit, due to the fact that they
grow right here in the United States of America, home of the free and land of the brave.
The Concord Journal published an obituary of a lifelong Concord resident, “Howard Melvin Passes Away in
85th Year.” Since Melvin had not been born when Thoreau was jailed, this would amount at best to hearsay:
One time Emerson and Thoreau agreed not to pay their taxes
because they were so high. Well Thoreau didn’t pay and they put
him in the lock-up. When Emerson came to see him I guess he’d
gone ahead and paid his because he said to Thoreau, “Henry!
Henry! Why do I find you here?” Then Thoreau said, “Ralph! Ralph!
Why aren't you here?”
THE MELVINS OF CONCORD

December 17, Sunday: The German armored cruiser Admiral Graf Spee was scuttled off Montevideo, Uruguay.
WORLD WAR II

December 19, Tuesday: The German passenger liner Columbus was scuttled about 450 miles east of Cape May, New
Jersey, when intercepted by a British destroyer.
WORLD WAR II
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December 25, Monday: The Montgomery Ward department store introduced a 9th reindeer on Santa’s team, out in
front guiding all the others, named Rudolph.

Winston Churchill sent a message (Telegram 2720) to President Franklin Delano Roosevelt that the code clerk
in the US Embassy, Kent, was able to intercept, making a complete copy. The 1st Lord of the Admiralty was
informing the head of the American state, behind the back of his Prime Minister, that British warships would
continue to violate American sovereignty to seize German ships within the US three-mile maritime territorial
zone. However, in order to keep these violations secret, Churchill was pledging that all such seizures would
be out of view from the American shore. “We cannot refrain from stopping enemy ships outside international
three-mile limit when these may well be supply ships for U-boats or surface raiders, but instructions have been
given only to arrest or fire upon them out of sight of United States shores.”
WORLD WAR II

December 27, Wednesday: The United States protested British seizure of mail en route to Europe.
WORLD WAR II
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1940
At a convention of English witches in the New Forest, a concerted effort was made to convey a telepathic
message to Führer Adolf Hitler:
YOU CANNOT CROSS THE SEA

WORLD WAR II

Arthur Meier Schlesinger, Jr.’s “The Problem of Richard Hildreth,” in the New England Quarterly.

The problem that was being seen lay in Hildreth’s devotion to the idea of objective history, history-writing not
as a form of story-telling but instead as a mode of scientific research (this sort of attitude had come to be very
much in disfavor as a mere pretense, involving a lying denial of the historian’s inherent subjectivity).
Positively, Schlesinger offered a theory that Hildreth had broken with Federalism and become a follower of
Jeremy Bentham — a “pioneer Utilitarian.”
In England a resident of Jersey is known as a “Bean,” thus supplying a possible new additional interpretation
for Thoreau’s remark that he was determined to know beans.
So, now let’s us know beans shall we? Here we have Jersey and Guernsey as occupied by German forces.
While Jersey was occupied by the Germans, the only part of Britain occupied during World War II, the
historian David Cesarani asserts that “co-operation and fraternisation with the Germans was the rule. There
were almost no protests against the application of Nazi race laws.” Cesarani of course does acknowledge that
indeed it would have been difficult for Jersey and Guernsey to resist, but notes that in addition to the wartime
collaboration, a government inquiry which describes the widespread unforced collaboration among the Beans
was kept secret for forty years since the war — because this conflicts so utterly with the image the government
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now wants to project, of a British people heroically resisting Nazism to the last breath. “What happened in the
Channel Islands can be seen as an indicator as to how the British would have responded in the event of a
successful German invasion,” he offers — had the Germans been able to get across the Channel and occupy
part of England itself, “Sadly, the evidence [what happened on Jersey and Guernsey while they were occupied]
suggests that there would have been as many collaborators and quislings as in occupied Europe. The Jews [of
the English homeland] would have faced the usual forms of persecution and would have received little help.”
Is this enough beans for you? (I note that even today the island’s homepages on the Internet sure don’t say
much about the period, other than describing how there was this one little boat with maybe a squad of
Germans, and how there was this one little pretence of resistance, over possession of one little police station.)
One of Führer Adolf Hitler’s early Jewish victims, Walter Benjamin, wrote his THESEN ÜBER DEN BEGRIFF
DER GESCHICHTE (THESES ON THE PHILOSOPHY OF HISTORY), in which he comments upon a painting by
Paul Klee which he owned:
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“A Klee painting named ‘Angelus Novus’ shows an angel
looking as though he is about to move away from
something he is fixedly contemplating. His eyes are
staring, his mouth is open, his wings are spread.
This is how one pictures the angel of history. His face
is turned towards the past. Where we perceive a chain
of events, he sees one single catastrophe which keeps
piling wreckage upon wreckage and hurls it in front of
his feet. The angel would like to stay, awaken the dead,
and make whole what has been smashed. But a storm is
blowing from Paradise; it has got caught in his wings
with such violence that the angel can no longer close
them. This storm irresistibly propels him into the
future to which his back is turned, while the pile of
debris before him grows skyward. This storm is what we
call progress.”
— Walter Benjamin’s description of Paul Klee’s
1920 painting “Angelus Novus,” often termed
“the Angel of History” (Benjamin owned this
painting) from his THESEN ÜBER DEN BEGRIFF DER
GESCHICHTE (THESES ON THE PHILOSOPHY OF HISTORY), 1940

WORLD WAR II

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

WORLD WAR II

WWII

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE
Italy, Germany, and Japan signed a tripartite pact as the “axis powers.” The Japanese military occupied French
Indochina (Vietnam) with approval by France (which is to say, with the approval of the Vichy government of
collaborators) and announced that its intention was the creation of a “Greater East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere.”
US troops were sent to guard air and naval bases obtained in Newfoundland, Bermuda, St. Lucia, the Bahamas,
Jamaica, Antigua, Trinidad, and British Guiana by negotiation with Great Britain (these would sometimes be
referred to as “lend-lease” bases).
US MILITARY INTERVENTIONS
Founding in 1815 in Boston by William Tudor and the journalist Nathan Hale, the North American Review,
the oldest American literary magazine, had come to be owned by a hack writer named Joseph Hilton Smyth.
In this year this owner was unmasked as having received $125,000 from Manhattan’s Vice Consul Shintaro
Fukushima in payment for publishing pro-Japanese sentiments, and so the magazine discontinued
publication).
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The Japanese tradition of the Cherry Blossom Pageant was introduced in Washington DC.

The Japanese military dropped bombs on the city of Ningbo in China containing fleas which they had carefully
infected with the bubonic plague.
The Japanese military introduced typhoid fever and cholera into China by way of Chekiang Province.
WORLD WAR II
GERM WARFARE

The Cuban Constitution of 1940 was established by a national assembly that included Blas Roca, a young
shoemaker who had helped organize the Revolution of 1933. The document struck a balance between the rich
and the working class, protected individual and social rights, supported full employment and a minimum wage,
extended social security, called for equal pay for equal work, and outlawed the huge plantations known as
latifundias. What could go wrong?
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THE FUTURE CAN BE EASILY PREDICTED IN RETROSPECT

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

WORLD WAR II

WWII

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE
January: In “A Prayer for Peace” in the Reader’s Digest, Anne Morrow Lindbergh mused that as her husband’s wife
was so in favor of creating a world of peace that she would be prepared, in on a planet unfortunately packed
with hostile peoples preparing to aggress against our interests, if “mediation” should fail, to contemplate the
necessity of going to war in order to bring about that world of peace. Everything will go smoothly once was
white people are in unchallenged control of things. Neither a pacifist nor, it would seem, a deep thinker, she
pleaded: “I am speaking as a woman, a weak woman, if you will — emotional, impulsive, illogical, dreaming,
impractical, any of the feminine vices you care to pin on me. I write because I feel these things so passionately,
I must cry out.”
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt stacked his cabinet with interventionists such as Henry Stimson and
Frank Knox, who took over our Navy and War departments. The Commander-in-Chief named Harry Hopkins,
an avid anti-Nazi, as Secretary to the War Cabinet.

Our Perennial Quest to Do Harm So Good Will Come
Extermination of the Pequot Tribe
“King Phillip’s” Race War
The War of 1812
The Revolution of the Texians
War on Mejico
Race War in the Wild West
The War for the Union
War to End War
Stopping Hitler
The Korean Police Action
Helping South Vietnam be Free
Cuban Missile Crisis
yada
yada yada
yada yada yada

1634-1637
1675-1676
1812-1815
1835-1836
1846-1848
1862-1863
1862-1865
1916-1919
1940-1945
1950-1953
1959-1975
1962
xxxx
xxxx
xxxx
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“To be active, well, happy, implies rare courage.
To be ready to fight in a duel or a battle implies
desperation, or that you hold your life cheap.”
— Henry Thoreau
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Early in the year: At about this point, John R. Kellam, whose principles about pacifism had not yet solidified but who
was feeling distrustful about what was going on, joined the “America First” isolationist organization that was
being led by aviation pioneer Charles Lindbergh and his wife Anne Morrow Lindbergh.
WORLD WAR II

There’s a problem here of course. The Nazis liked airplanes because they represented technological progress
toward the grand future of the human race, and because they represented power over others, both of which had
been put down as Good Things in the Nazi book. Charles liked airplanes, so he liked those who liked airplanes,
so he kinda liked those Nazis. (It wasn’t any more complicated than that, I fear.) In her book published during
this year, THE WAVE OF THE FUTURE, Anne Morrow Lindbergh elaborated upon some of her husband’s public
speeches in which he had declared in effect that democracy had been great while it had lasted, but was doomed.
We might not exactly appreciate all these Nazis and Fascists and Communists, but they were the froth on the
wave of the future. The future belonged to authoritarianism and to our doing as we are ordered. Since there’s
no hope of resisting, we ought to realistically go with the flow of this, trying to make the best of it. Instead of
simply embracing her husband Charles, Anne embraced also this half-bakedness. The world ought to try to do
in regard to totalitarianism what she had herself learned to try to do in regard to her marriage, which was,
to relax and enjoy it.
She encountered an extraordinarily hostile reception, from the sort of true blue Americans who had studied
hard at the Nazi school and had learned very well that overcoming evil with greater evil is the only way to fly.
Was Anne wrong? Well, we can all agree at least, that her attitude was not to become any part of any resolution
of this conflict.
Consider how wrong Anne was, by comparing the extreme reaction she got with another sore spot in American
history, President Theodore Roosevelt as a white racist. Teddy held out from his bully pulpit that AfricanAmericans were “a perfectly stupid race.” “In the mass,” he held, they were “altogether inferior to the whites.”
And what about war? War was merely a way to advance “the clear instinct for race selfishness,” which was a
force for the improvement of humanity:
The most ultimately righteous of all wars is a war with savages.
So Teddy the Prex’y thought stupid and vicious thoughts and uttered stupid and vicious remarks. Did we ever
lambaste him with mint sauce for this, the way we lambasted Anne Morrow Lindbergh with mint sauce?
Nooooo, not really. So — what’s going on here, folks?
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JANUARY 1940
January 1, Monday: Tenth Naval District with headquarters in San Juan, Puerto Rico was established.
WORLD WAR II

January 2, Tuesday: The 1st US anti-aircraft defense area was set up at Mitchel Field, New York.
Charles Edison of New Jersey became Secretary of the Navy (he had been Acting Secretary since the death of
Claude A. Swanson on July 7th, 1939).
WORLD WAR II

January 5, Friday: Polish forces were reconstituted under French command.
WORLD WAR II
Edwin H. Armstrong demonstrated the linking of radio stations by means of short wave, using frequency
modulation, between radio stations in Worcester, Massachusetts and New York City.

January 6, Saturday: Admiral J.O. Richardson relieved Admiral C.C. Bloch as Commander in Chief United States
Fleet.
WORLD WAR II
January 8, Monday: Food rationing began in Great Britain, starting with butter, bacon, and sugar.
WORLD WAR II
Violin Concerto by Roger Sessions was performed for the first time, in the Blackstone Theater, Chicago,
funded by the Federal Music Project. Benjamin Britten attends, but was not impressed.

January 9, Tuesday: Dr. Hildebrandt, Chief of the SS and Police of Greater Danzig-West Prussia, briefed Heinrich
Himmler on the elimination of 6,000 mental patients.
WORLD WAR II
January 13, Saturday: Belgium and the Netherlands ordered partial mobilization.
WORLD WAR II
Harry Partch quit his job at the Federal Writers’ Project in Los Angeles.
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January 20, Saturday: Joan von Zarissa, a dramatic dance-poem by Werner Egk to his own story, was performed for
the initial time, in the Berlin Staatsoper, directed by the composer.
Incidental music to Rice’s play Two on an Island by Kurt Weill was performed for the initial time, in the
Broadhurst Theater, New York.
The United States protested the delay of American shipping at Gibraltar.
WORLD WAR II

January 21: Royal Navy destroyer HMS Exmouth (1,475 tons, Captain R.S. Benson) was sunk by Kapitän-Leutnant
Karl Heinrich Jenisch’s U22 off Kinnaird Head on the Moray Firth, north of Scotland. All 16 officers and all
173 ratings died.32
WORLD WAR II

January 26, Friday: The United States/Japanese Trade Treaty of 1911 expired.
WORLD WAR II

January 29, Monday: The Soviet Union and Finland began secret peace negotiations in Sweden.
WORLD WAR II
Four of the Seven Pieces from Mikrokosmos for 2 pianos by Béla Bartók were performed for the initial time,
in Budapest.

32. Isn’t is curious, the macabre way these statistics are routinely kept? The number of officer deaths gets cited, then the number
of “ratings” deaths? Imagine trying to say to a “rating” who is going down for the third time, “Look, fellow, you’re obviously taking
this pretty hard –it’s your death and all that– but can’t you at least derive some consolation from the fact that this would have been
a significantly greater loss to us, had you been an officer? God must have loved you enlisted types, he made so many of you.
Soon you will lose consciousness — and then you’ll be a mere nameless, painless statistic who has given your life for your country!
Don’t sweat it, it’s the way things are. Come on now, at least you can hum a bit from ‘There’ll always be an England’....”
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FEBRUARY 1940
February 1, Thursday: Soviet forces opened an offensive against the Mannerheim Line between the Gulf of Finland
and Lake Ladoga. It would largely fail.
WORLD WAR II
The Music Review began publication in Cambridge, England.
February 2, Friday: Theater director Vsevolod Meyerhold, an open defender of other Russian artists, especially Dmitri
Shostakovich, was executed after a secret trial and torture by the NKVD.
WORLD WAR II
February 8, Thursday: An official decree established a Jewish ghetto in Lodz. Mass transfers of people began
immediately.
ANTISEMITISM
WORLD WAR II
February 10, Saturday: Soviet forces began a new offensive against the Mannerheim Line. The Finns retreated in good
order to a 2d defensive line.
WORLD WAR II
Five Songs on Poems of Stefan George op.4 for voice and piano by Anton Webern, was performed completely
for the first time, in Basel.

February 11, Sunday: The Soviet army achieved a breakthrough in Finland.
WORLD WAR II
Toccanta for soprano, flute, cello and piano by Henry Cowell was performed for the initial time, in the New
School Auditorium, New York.
Rhythmicana for piano by Henry Cowell was performed for the initial time, at New York Public Library.
February 13, Tuesday: A massive Soviet attack breached the new Finnish defensive line.
WORLD WAR II
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February 18, Sunday: The British destroyer HMS Daring, of 1,375 tons, launched during April 1932, was sunk by 2
tin fish from Kapitän-Leutnant Otto Kretschmer’s U23 while escorting a convoy from Norway to Britain,
about 30 nautical miles east of Duncansby Head in the northern tip of Scotland. Commander S.A. Cooper died
as did 8 other officers and 148 ratings. An officer and 4 ratings would be plucked from the sea by rescue ships.
(U23 would be scuttled on September 10, 1944 off the coast of Turkey.
WORLD WAR II

February 21, Wednesday: SS-Brigadeführer Richard Glücks, head of the German Concentration Camp Inspectorate,
informed Reichsführer-SS Heinrich Himmler that he had determined an ideal site for a “quarantine” camp, at
which Poles could be held and punished. It was a former Austro-Hungarian cavalry barracks near Oswiecim
(this “Oswiecim” was known, in German, as “Auschwitz”).
ANTISEMITISM
WORLD WAR II

ELECTRIC

WALDEN

A news item relating to the development of ELECTRIC WALDEN technology: At Birmingham University,
John Randall and Harry Boot invented the cavity magnetron (this is what would make airborne radar possible).
February 22, Thursday: Duke Ellington’s exclusive recording contract with Victor Records went into effect.
Soviet military units began to occupy islands in the Gulf of Finland.
6 German destroyers, sailing from the Schilling Roads, the German Naval anchorage at Wilhelmshaven, while
proceeding to their North Sea action stations, were mistakenly attacked by the German Luftwaffe. By the light
of a full moon a Heinkel 111 from 4/KG26, on its way to attack merchant shipping along Britain’s east coast,
spotted wakes and presuming them to be made by enemy merchant ships, started a bombing run. The last
destroyer, the Leberecht Maas, was hit by the 3rd and 4th bombs and broke in two and sank in a ball of fire.
282 died and 60 would survive. Soon the Max Schultz struck a newly laid British mine and blew up. 308 died.
At a German court of inquiry staged on board the heavy cruiser Admiral Hipper, German Navy Group West
would be faulted for having neglected to advise the Luftwaffe that its ships were leaving port.
WORLD WAR II
February 24, Saturday: Poems for Piano, Volume 1 op.4 by Vincent Persichetti was performed for the initial time, over
the airwaves of CBS radio in New York, by the composer.
Führer Adolf Hitler spoke in München, Germany: “But there is something else I believe, and that is that there
is a God ... and this God again has blessed our efforts during the past 13 years.”
WORLD WAR II
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“If positive Christianity means love of one’s neighbor,
i.e. the tending of the sick, the clothing of the poor,
the feeding of the hungry, the giving of drink to those
who are thirsty, then it is we who are the more positive
Christians. For in these spheres, the community of the
people of National Socialist Germany has accomplished a
prodigious work.”
— Adolf Hitler, February 24, 1939
WORLD WAR II
GERMANY

February 27, Tuesday: Norway and Sweden refused to allow British and French troops to cross their territory to come
to the aid of Finland.
WORLD WAR II
An eyewitness report sent to the west from Katowice told of mass executions of Poles that were taking place
near that city’s municipal park.
WORLD WAR II
At the University of California – Berkeley, Martin Kamen and Sam Ruben discovered the isotope carbon-14.
String Quartet no.3 by William Schuman was performed for the initial time, in Town Hall, New York (reviews
were mixed).
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February 28, Wednesday: Winston Churchill sent Telegram #490 to President Franklin Delano Roosevelt and Tyler
Gatewood Kent was able to intercept it and make a complete copy.

In this telegram the 1st Lord of the British Admiralty was, behind the back of his Prime Minister, informing
the head of a foreign state that in violation both of American neutrality and of international law the British
government was intending to continue to seize and censor US mail from American and other neutral ships on
their way to Europe. “All our experience shows that the examination of mails is essential to efficient control,”
Churchill wrote. The two were conspiring to insure that the United States government would secretly tolerate
British violations of American territorial sovereignty and restrictions on neutral American shipping, in effect
voiding the USA’s status as a neutral nation. Had Kent been able to achieve his objective of bringing such
secret correspondence to the attention of America’s congressmen and senators, it is almost a certainty that the
president would have faced at least preliminary impeachment proceedings.
WORLD WAR II
The initial basketball game to be televised, the University of Pittsburgh versus Fordham University.
Richard Wright’s NATIVE SON.
Old American Country Set for orchestra by Henry Cowell was performed for the initial time, in Indianapolis.
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MARCH 1940
March: In England, about one person in every ten had given up on the war against Führer Adolf Hitler and his German
minions, and favored discontinuing all this fighting immediately:
For nine months the land war had been a stalemate — while the
home front had been a dreary catalogue of restrictions,
regulations, frustrations and aggravations, all of which had
achieved absolutely nothing. The German Blitzkrieg arrived just
at the time when the “Bore War,” as it was dubbed, had reduced
most of the civilian population to apathy.
— Peter Lewis, A PEOPLE’S WAR. Thames Methuen, 1986
WORLD WAR II
March 4, Monday: Soviet troops begin a massive attack on Viipuri (Vyborg), northwest of Leningrad.
WORLD WAR II
Chromatic Study on the Name of Bach for organ by Walter Piston was performed for the initial time, in
Hartford, Connecticut.
March 6, Wednesday: The musicologist Massimo Mila was released from an Italian prison upon having served 5 years
of a 7-year sentence for anti-Fascist activities.
WORLD WAR II

March 7, Thursday: As fighting continued throughout Finland, Prime Minister Risto Ryti arrived in Moscow to
negotiate peace terms.
WORLD WAR II
Carnival Song for 3 male voice, male chorus, and brass by Walter Piston to words of Lorenzo de Medici was
performed for the initial time, in Cambridge, Massachusetts.
March 10, Sunday: Soliloquy and Dance for viola and piano by Roy Harris was performed completely for the initial
time, at the Museum of Modern Art, New York.
Finland lay prostrate, the spring flowers were a-bloom, a rare 5-planet conjunction was in the evening sky, and
our poet –whose brother was an astronomer at the Lick Observatory– made us a poem:
WORLD WAR II

Moon and Five Planets
Five planets and a brilliant young moon
Reach like a golden ladder from the saffron-lined sea-rim
High up the dark blue dome of heaven.
To-day we saw the first flush of wild-flowers, glad was our hillside
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With yellow violets and blue-eyed grass.
This beautiful day dying in such splendor is the tenth of March,
Nineteen forty; Finland to-day
After all her winter valor and the great war in the snow
Is beaten down by machines and multitude.
It will be long before the moon and five planets meet again;
And bitter things will have happened; not worse things.
— Robinson Jeffers

March 12, Tuesday: In Moscow, Finland signed a peace treaty (protocol of surrender) with the USSR. Finland was
being forced to cede all of the Karelian isthmus including Viipuri (Vyborg), territory near Salla and the
Tybachiy Peninsula near Murmansk and offshore islands. The USSR would gain a 30-year lease on Hanko
(Hangö) for use as a naval base. Petsamo would be returned to Finland.
This day completed the removal, in sealed freight cars and by forced march, of Jews from Stettin (Szczecin)
and Schneidemühl (Pila) into the Lublin district.
ANTISEMITISM
Paul Hindemith gave the 1st of 6 successive Tuesday-afternoon lectures at Cornell University.
WORLD WAR II
3 mo 13th: News of Finnish capitulation was broadcast. The cease-fire took effect at noon.
In this war between Finland and the Soviet Union, 85,000 had perished.
WORLD WAR II
A letter was discussed in Lynn Meeting for Business, that the clerk had received from the Reverend Edward
E. Aiken, about the communications of Lyndon LaRouche, Jr., who at that point had reached the age of 17. It
was recorded that a committee of the Quarterly Meeting’s Ministry and Oversight Committee was
recommending that:
1. Friends make no statements to reporters.
2. Appoint committee tonight to meet with Lyndon LaRouche after 23rd —
disown if no change.
Attached to this record, in the Lynn box of records now stored at the New England Historical Society, there is
what appears to be a mimeographed sheet about some sort of financial dealing (it is not clear on the face of the
document, what the dealing had been or what the argument was about or who was arguing with whom), full of
obvious smears and angry innuendos some of which seem to have an antisemitic cast.
The Lyndon LaRouche, Jr. disownment involved, in part, a controversy over the disappearance of a trust fund,
the “Austin-Cross” fund, that had been set up by the LaRouche family and their friends in the early 1940s to
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meet the financial needs of the Silsbee Street Meeting House. His parents Jesse Weir LaRouche and Lyndon
H. LaRouche, Sr. would withdraw from the Lynn meeting after the disownment of their son (they were not
themselves disowned) and later form and lead their own independent congregation in Boston, located at 48
Dwight Street near Tremont Avenue and known as the Village Street Monthly Meeting, which would meet
from 1964 to 1979. A stack of the newsletters issued by this meeting is stored upstairs at the Rhode Island
Historical Society in Providence, Rhode Island. According to New England Quaker documents, “This meeting
was founded circa 1964, ostensibly as a Quaker meeting, though its relations with New England Yearly
Meeting seem to have been decidedly unFriendly. They were never listed in the Yearly Meeting minutes,
as most independent meetings were. Lyndon LaRouche, an independent Presidential candidate, seems to have
been a key member. The meeting was active at least through 1979.”
March 16, Saturday: Carlos Chávez began a series of concerts of Mexican music at the Museum of Modern Art in New
York City (the series had been commissioned by Nelson Rockefeller).
The Germans bombed Great Britain’s Scapa Flow naval base at the northern tip of Scotland.
WORLD WAR II
March 21, Thursday: Paul Reynaud replaced Edouard Daladier as prime minister of France.
WORLD WAR II
March 23, Saturday: The All-India Muslim League called for the creation of an Islamic homeland in India.
After news of atrocities and deaths had been reported around the world, Hermann Göring ordered forced
deportations temporarily halted.
WORLD WAR II
March 27, Wednesday: Heinrich Himmler authorized the establishment of a small camp near the Polish town of
Oswiecim (the Germans termed this town “Auschwitz”).
ANTISEMITISM
On his 9th application, Marc Blitzstein received a $2,000 Guggenheim Fellowship.
WORLD WAR II
March 30, Saturday: A new national government of China was inaugurated (under Japanese supervision) at Nanking,
to be led by President Wang Ching-wei.
Paul Hindemith visited the students and faculty at Yale University. The day was so positive for all, that the
Yale faculty concluded that they would need to bring him there permanently.
Night of Frost in May, a song by Charles Ives to words of Meredith, was performed for the initial time, at the
Dalcroze School of Music in New York City.
WORLD WAR II
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APRIL 1940
April: Some 14,500 Polish officers had surrendered to the Russians and been interned in three POW camps in Russia
(Kozielsk, Starobielsk, and Ostashkov). At about this point in time they were taken being from these camps,
out into the forest, and executed, and their bodies interred in mass pits. In April 1943 the world would begin
to learn of these executions. On April 13, 1990 the USSR would acknowledge responsibility for these
executions. On October 14, 1992, Boris Yeltsin would hand over secret files on the Katyn Forest massacres to
Lech Walesa. Before the massacre, 245 officers from the camp at Kozielsk, 79 from Starobielsk, and 124 from
Ostashkor had been transferred for no apparent reason to a camp at Pavlishchev Bor, a hundred miles northwest of Kozielsk, and these would be the only survivors of the Katyn Forest massacres. In other parts of the
Katyn Forest, other graves would be being discovered containing the bodies of various Russian political
prisoners who had been being executed in pre-war days by the NKVD. It now seems that the Katyn Forest
functioned as the main execution site for the secret police of Iosef Vissarionovich Dzugashvili, known as
“Stalin,” up to the point at which they would install commercial paper-pulping equipment in the basement of
their headquarters in Moscow, that would enable them to transform human corpses into mere gray water to be
discharged innocently into the sewer system. (This is the origin of the term “liquidation,” as in “He must have
been liquidated by the secret police.”)
WORLD WAR II

April 2, Tuesday: The United States Fleet departed from the waters of the West Coast for maneuvers in the area of the
Hawaiian Islands.
WORLD WAR II
April 3, Wednesday: The German Social Democratic leader Ernst Heilmann died in Buchenwald.
Béla Bartók sailed from Naples for a 7-week tour of the United States. While there he would arrange his
planned move with his wife to the US for the duration of the war.
WORLD WAR II

April 4, Thursday: Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain announced to a Conservative party gathering that he was
confident of victory, saying “...Hitler has missed the bus...”
WORLD WAR II
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April 5, Friday: Beginning on this day and continuing for 6 weeks, small groups of Polish officers were taken from
their prisoner-of-war camp in Kozelsk by Soviet secret police and marched to a forest near Katyn where they
were shot (some 5,000 corpses have been recovered from the floor of the forest to date; possibly there are
10,000 more still to be recovered).
WORLD WAR II
April 6, Saturday: German troops embarked for an invasion of Norway.
Warner Brothers released its new Ann Sheridan/Humphrey Bogart comedy “It All Came True.”
Paul Hindemith made his 2d visit to Yale and was invited to join the faculty beginning in September.
Izaht, an opera by Heitor Villa-Lobos to words of Azevedo, Júnior and the composer, was performed
completely for the initial time, in a concert setting, in the Teatro Municipal, Rio de Janeiro under the baton of
the composer.
The US federal congress legislated against excess war profits (Act XV of 1940): “WHEREAS it is expedient
to impose a tax on excess profits arising out of certain businesses in the conditions prevailing during the
present hostilities....”
WORLD WAR II
Karl Gustav Jung, on a hike near his home at Küsnacht, Switzerland, expressed himself dismissively about
Henry Thoreau, whom it seems he had never read. This is how the discussion was recorded by Paul Mellon:
I told Jung about Thoreau mentioning Indian custom of burning
everything they own every year. Also that he used the word
unconscious seemingly in the proper sense. Jung said, “Anyone
who has lived in a primitive way and who thinks will naturally
come to know about the unconscious. It only goes to show how
many silly asses have done it who don’t think.”
April 8, Monday: The German army invaded Denmark.
Great Britain and France announced that, in an attempt to prevent shipment of Scandinavian ore to Germany,
three areas of Norwegian waters had been mined.
Built in 1914, the 5,261 ton German passenger liner Rio De Janeiro was transporting troops and horses to the
invasion of Norway. Off Lillesand in southern Norway on this day it was torpedoed by the Polish submarine
Orzel, which had made a dramatic escape from the Estonian sea port town of Tallin 17 days after the war with
Poland had started (this was the first action by a Polish warship during World War II). The Orzel’s 1st torpedo
missed, but not its 2nd. Smoke poured from the stricken liner as the order was given “Abandon Ship!”
Leutenant-Commander Grudzinski’s 3rd torpedo struck amidships, breaking the ship’s back and sending it
slowly beneath the waves. About 80 horses and about 150 German soldiers, including 97 Luftwaffe Flak
troops, drowned. There would be 183 survivors. Within 48 hours all the main ports of Norway would be in
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German hands (in June 1940 the Orzel, with its crew of 54 Poles, would be lost to a mine in the Skagerrak).
The 1st action of World War II that would result in the award of the Victoria Cross (to Leutenant-Commander
Gerard Roope) occurred while his destroyer HMS Glowworm was escorting the battleship HMS Renown and
screening some minelayers that were mining the entrance to the port of Narvik, Norway. The German heavy
cruiser Admiral Hipper and the Glowworm decided to ram each other, and a gash 40 meters long was opened
on the Hipper and the Glowworm sank. Only 29 bobbed up to be taken prisoner aboard the Hipper, and of these
2 would die on the next day and be buried at sea.33

April 9, Tuesday: Germany began its occupation of Denmark, and invaded Norway. Troops landed at Narvik, Bergen,
Kristiansand and Trondheim.
WORLD WAR II
At 6:45AM King Christian X of Denmark ordered all resistance to cease.
Gestapo agents raided the offices of Universal Edition in Vienna and carted off 33,000 copies of 45 separate
publications — all music of Kurt Weill, Hanns Eisler, and Anatol Rathaus.
Piano Sonata no.6 op.82 by Sergei Prokofiev was performed for the first time, by the composer over the
airwaves of Radio Moscow.
Stereophonic reproduction of recorded music from sound film was demonstrated in public for the first time by
Bell Laboratories in Carnegie Hall, New York.
The German heavy cruiser Blücher under Vice Admiral Oskar Kummetz was sunk by shells from the 28centimeter guns of the Kaholm Fortress in Oslo harbor (ironically, these guns had been manufactured by
Krupps of Essen) and by a couple of tin fish from the harbor’s Oscarborg Fortress. The Blücher had been
bringing military staff, the 163rd Infantry Division, and a Gestapo team assigned to arrest the King of Norway
and members of his government. (A total of 125 sailors and 195 soldiers and civilians were killed. This ship’s
WWI namesake had been sunk by British heavy cruisers at the Battle of Dogger Bank on January 23, 1915,
and the death toll of that sinking had been just over 900.)

The Eidsvold and Norge, 4,166-ton coastal defence ships of the Norwegian Navy, were lying at the port of
Narvik when a force of 11 German destroyers materialized from the fog. When their demand for immediate

33. My cold-blooded intent here is to characterize the period of our 2d world war as what it was. It was a convulsion of helplessness
beyond anything humankind had to that point experienced. I will attempt to forego sympathy and access the affect of helpless people
on the various sinking ships at sea –torpedoed or whatever, waiting for their collective fate to engulf them– merely to assist in
depicting the general helplessness of such a spasm.
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surrender was rejected a destroyer fired a torpedo which hit the Eidsvold in its forward magazine blowing the
ship to pieces and killing 185 of the 193 aboard. A couple of tin fish hit the Norge amidships and it sank within
a few minutes with 110 deaths. On this first day of the invasion of Norway, on these two vessels, 276 died and
105 would survive. Within five days all 11 of these German destroyers would be at the bottom of the ocean!
Oslo was occupied easily by the Germans but Norwegian shore batteries sank a German pocket battleship,
killing 1,600. A British submarine sank the German cruiser Karlsruhe off Kristiansand. King Haakon VII, the
Norwegian royal family, members of the government, gold reserves and Foreign Office papers all escaped.
Germans delivered a surrender ultimatum in Oslo. It was refused as the Norwegian government was
transferred to Hamar, north of Oslo. By sunset, all major Norwegian ports were in German hands.
April 10, Wednesday: Igor Stravinsky delivered the 6th and last of his Norton Lectures in the New Lecture Hall
(Lowell Hall) of Harvard University.
Les musiciens du ciel, a film with music by Arthur Honegger, was shown for the 1st time, in Paris.
The 1st song of Canti di Prigiona by Luigi Dallapiccola to words of Queen Mary Stuart, for accompanied
chorus, was heard for the initial time, over the airwaves of Belgian Radio, Brussels.
British and German naval forces fought an inconclusive battle in Narvik harbor: 3 ships sank and 1 ran
aground. In Bergen harbor, British planes sank the cruiser Königsberg.
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt, acting under the Neutrality Act of 1939, extended the maritime danger
zone to include the Scandinavian area.
WORLD WAR II

April 11, Thursday: After a request by France and Great Britain to station troops in their territory, the Belgian
government sent 2 divisions to protect their border with France.
WORLD WAR II
April 12, Friday: German forces captured Kongsberg, southwest of Oslo.
WORLD WAR II
British forces occupied the Faeroe Islands.
A couple of investigators from the House of Representatives’s Un-American Activities Committee, aided and
abetted by a cadre of Philadelphia police, raided the offices of the American Communist Party. Filling a large
truck with seized records, they drove them into New Jersey (in a month, guess what, said raid would be
declared by the courts to have been outside the law).
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April 14, Sunday: Britain and France began landing troops in Norway.
WORLD WAR II
Germans killed 220 Poles near Serokomla.
Quintet for 2 violins, 2 violas, and cello by Roy Harris was performed for the initial time, in Coolidge
Auditorium, Library of Congress, Washington. Also premiered was Divertimenti for flute, oboe, clarinet ,and
bassoon, by Frank Bridge.

April 15, Monday: Vidkun Abraham Lauritz Jonssøn Quisling became the head of the Administrative Council of
occupied Norway.
WORLD WAR II
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April 17, Wednesday: US Secretary of State Hull issued a formal statement declaring that any change in the status quo
“would be prejudicial to the cause of stability, peace and security” in the entire Pacific area.

WORLD WAR II
Concerto for oboe and orchestra by Ulysses Kay was performed for the initial time, in Rochester, New York,
Howard Hanson conducting.
April 21, Sunday: German forces captured Lillehammer, north of Oslo.
Concerto for double string orchestra was performed for the initial time, at Morley College, with the composer
Michael Tippett himself conducting.
Septet for clarinet, alto-saxophone, bassoon, violin, viola, double bass and piano by Conlon Nancarrow was
performed for the initial time, in New York City.
WORLD WAR II
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April 22, Monday: German and British forces battled in the Gudbrandsdal north of Lillehammer.
Béla Bartók arrived at Harvard University for the first time and lectured on folk music research.
WORLD WAR II
April 24, Wednesday: Josef Terboven became Reich Commissioner for Norway.
WORLD WAR II
The Wise Virgins, a ballet by William Walton consisting of an arrangement of the music of Johann Sebastian
Bach, was performed for the initial time, in Sadler’s Wells Theater, London.
Prelude for female chorus acappella by William Schuman to words of Wolfe, was performed for the initial
time, in New York City, the composer conducting.

April 25, Thursday: Symphony no.4 “Folksong Symphony” for chorus and orchestra by Roy Harris was performed for
the initial time, conducted by Howard Hanson at the Eastman School of Music in Rochester, New York.
Carrier WASP (CV-7) was commissioned at Boston.
WORLD WAR II
April 26, Friday: The German Gestapo made its 2d and final visit to the offices of Universal Edition in Vienna. They
put together a much smaller haul than on April 9th, seizing music of Béla Reinitz and writings of Heinrich
Schenker.
WORLD WAR II
April 29, Monday: King Haakon VII, his government and gold reserve were evacuated from Molde to Tromsø on the
Arctic Ocean.
WORLD WAR II
Incidental music to Puget’s play Un petit ange de rien du tout by Darius Milhaud was performed for the initial
time, in Théâtre Michel, Paris.
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MAY 1940
May 1, Wednesday: After 2 1/2 months of chaos, the Germans sealed off the Jewish ghetto in Lodz behind a barbed
wire fence. Any Jew approaching the barbed wire fence would be shot. There were 160,000 souls inside this
barbed wire fence.
ANTISEMITISM
WORLD WAR II
May 2, Thursday: Allied forces were withdrawn from central Norway.
WORLD WAR II

May 3, Friday: Shoonthree for band by Henry Cowell was performed for the initial time, in Mansfield, Pennsylvania.
When the 2,436-ton French destroyer Bison was bombed by German JU87s during the evacuation of troops
from Norway, its forward magazine exploded. After the few survivors of the explosion were taken off, the hulk
was sunk by the HMS Afridi, but then 4 more JU87s came and sank the Afridi as well. 199 sailors and soldiers
perished.34
WORLD WAR II
Greenland asked for United States protection.
May 4, Saturday: Rudolf Höss was appointed commander of the concentration camp at Auschwitz.
ANTISEMITISM
WORLD WAR II
The Duke Ellington band recorded Cotton Tail and Never No Lament.

34. At a first order of approximation there seems to be a remarkable similarity between fighting at sea and feeding fish.
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May 7, Tuesday: Igor Stravinsky and Vera Stravinsky boarded ship at Boston for a honeymoon trip, initially to New
York City but eventually to California.
The US Pacific Fleet was ordered by President Franklin Delano Roosevelt to remain indefinitely in the waters
around the Hawaiian Islands.

They also serve, who only serve as a sitting target.
WORLD WAR II
The government of Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain survived a confidence vote 281-200 but the victory
was not large enough for him to claim that the government was representative.
Music for several dances by John Cage was performed for the initial time, at the Cornish School in Seattle:
America was Promises for speaker and piano four hands to words of MacLeish, Four Songs of the Moment for
piano, Spiritual for piano, and Imaginary Landscape no.2 for variable frequency turntables, string piano and
percussion.
May 9, Thursday/10, Friday: Führer Adolf Hitler launched his Western Offensive and mechanized units of the
German Army rolled across Belgium, Luxembourg, and the Netherlands.
WORLD WAR II
“But there is something else I believe, and that is that
there is a God ... and this God again has blessed our
efforts during the past 13 years.”
— Adolf Hitler, February 24, 1940
WORLD WAR II
GERMANY
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At dawn, 136 German divisions began to advance. Airfields of Belgium, the Netherlands, Luxembourg, and
France were struck by 2,500 aircraft, 16,000 German airborne troops parachuted into Rotterdam, Leiden, and
The Hague, and 100 Germans out of gliders seized bridges across the Albert Canal of Belgium. Germans
attacked the fortress of Eben-Emael. German aircraft dropped mines in the Scheldt River and bombed Nancy.
German troops marched into Luxembourg. The Belgian government requested Allied assistance in repelling
the invasion — this was immediately granted as French troops move into the country. By 4PM, however,
Germans troops had crossed the Meuse River.
King George VI asked Winston Churchill to form a national government. A Luxembourg government-in-exile
was established under Prime Minister Pierre Dupong. The 1st bombs fell on Great Britain, at Canterbury.
Our Town, a film with music by Aaron Copland, was shown for the 1st time, in Grauman’s Chinese Theater,
Los Angeles.
May 10, Friday: The British Prime Minister, Neville Chamberlain, resigned.
A British occupation of Iceland was announced in London as troops disembarked there.
Germany invaded the Netherlands, Belgium, and Luxembourg. President Franklin Delano Roosevelt ordered
application of Neutrality Act to Belgium, the Netherlands, and Luxembourg. The Netherlands and Belgium
declared war on Germany.
WORLD WAR II
May 11, Saturday: With the assistance of President Franklin Delano Roosevelt, 1st Lord of the Admiralty Winston
Churchill achieved his agenda of supplanting Neville Chamberlain as the Prime Minister of England.
WORLD WAR II
British and French troops landed on the Dutch islands of Aruba and Curaçao to protect oil installations.
A British protectorate was established over Aruba. The Japanese Foreign Minister demanded the maintenance
of the political and economic status quo in the Netherlands East Indies.
Belgians in the fortress of Eben-Emael surrendered to the Germans.
Concertino for flute and strings by Norman Dello Joio was performed for the initial time, at a student
composition concert at the Juilliard School, New York.
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May 14, Tuesday: Emma Goldman died (1940 is the correct year; her tombstone would be inscribed incorrectly).

Matthew Wuerstle committed suicide by jumping off the Golden Gate Bridge.
When German troops broke through French lines along the Meuse at Sedan, Dinant, Givet, Revin and
Monthermé, and moved toward the English Channel, the army of the Netherlands ceased resistance, its last
operation being to fly Queen Wilhelmina safely to a refuge in England.
The Luftwaffe annihilated the center of the city of Rotterdam at the cost of 814 civilian deaths. The home of
Willem Pijper was destroyed, along with most of his sketches and manuscripts (Pijper himself escaped with
his life to Amersfoort, where he would be offered shelter by a former student, Louise Bolleman).
The French 13th Infantry Division, including signal Lieutenant Pierre Schaeffer, began a retreat through the
Somme.
Anthony Eden, British Secretary of State for War, made a radio appeal to all men aged 17-65 “able to fire a

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

WORLD WAR II

WWII

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE
rifle or shotgun,” to enlist in a new force to be known as the Local Defense Volunteers.
WORLD WAR II
May 15, Wednesday: The Army of the Netherlands surrendered to the Germans.
British, French, and Belgian forces repulsed the Germans along the Dyle River from Louvain to Gembloux.
French troops captured Bjerkvik, near Narvik.
The government of the Dutch East Indies declared a state of siege and put its forces on wartime alert.
Nylon stockings first went on sale, in New York City — in a matter of hours 4,000,000 pair would be sold.
The final performance of the New York Composers’ Forum of the Federal Music Project took place in New
York.
WORLD WAR II
May 16, Thursday: President Franklin Delano Roosevelt asked for national defense funds totaling $1,182,000,000. He
asserted that the US Army and Navy should be equipped with 50,000 aircraft a year.
The French High Command ordered the evacuation of Belgium. Two British officers drained 150,000 tons of
fuel into the Scheldt River at Antwerp.
Two new works by Carlos Chávez were performed for the first time, at the Museum of Modern Art, New York:
Xochipili-Macuilxochitl, for four winds and percussion ensemble, and La Paloma Azul, for chorus and small
orchestra.
WORLD WAR II

May 17, Friday: President Franklin Delano Roosevelt announced his plan for recommissioning 35 more destroyers.
As German forces entered Brussels, the Belgian government evacuated to Ostend.
Germans reached the Oise at Origny.
WORLD WAR II
May 18, Saturday: German forces captured Antwerp, St. Quentin, and Cambrai.
WORLD WAR II
Artur Seyss-Inquart was appointed Reich Commissioner for Holland.
Béla Bartók sailed from New York to return to Hungary.
Volo di notte, an opera by Luigi Dallapiccola to his own words after Saint-Exupéry, was performed for the first
time, at the Teatro della Pergola, Florence.
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May 19, Sunday: Führer Adolf Hitler issued a proclamation decreeing the re-incorporation into the German Third
Reich of Eupen, Malmedy, and Moresnet.
Cello Sonata no.1 by Bohuslav Martinu was performed for the first time, in Paris.
I Will Give Thanks op.146 for soprano, chorus and organ by Amy Beach to words of Psalm III, was performed
for the first time, at St. Bartholemew’s Church, New York.
WORLD WAR II
May 20, Monday: Dmitri Shostakovich won the Order of the Red Banner of Labor for his work in films.
German forces took Amiens and reached the English Channel at Abbeville, trapping British, French, and
Belgian forces in Belgium.
The U.S. Federal Communications Commission authorized commercial FM (frequency modulation) radio
over 40 frequencies, reserving the lowest five for educational stations. The authorization was to take effect on
January 1, 1941.
A 29-year-old American code clerk at the American embassy in London under US Ambassador Joseph Patrick
Kennedy (the father of the later President), Tyler Gatewood Kent, was arrested by British authorities in his
apartment and charged with having violated the Official Secrets Act. “For a purpose prejudicial to the safety
and interests of the state,” the charge stated, the code clerk had “obtained a document which might be directly
or indirectly useful to an enemy.” Although at the time the British press was strictly censored, it was possible
for the American public to learn that this US citizen was being exposed to British jurisprudence exactly as if
he had been a citizen of England, and was being tried in secret and sentenced to seven years in a British prison
in defiance of all standards of diplomatic immunity. The US federal government did nothing to protest this. He
would be held by the British in a prison on the Isle of Wight for the next five years, until very late November
1945, by which point, in the euphoria of victory, the American public would have lost interest in this case.35
WORLD WAR II

35. Harris, Robert. “The American tearoom spy.” The Times (London) (December 4, 1982), page 6
[Irving, David]. “Tyler Gatewood Kent: The Many Motives of a Misguided Cypher Clerk.” Focal Point (November 23, 1981),
pages 3-10
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Diplomatic History Volume 5, Number 4 (Fall 1981), pages 291-312
Lash, Joseph P. ROOSEVELT AND CHURCHILL 1939-1941. NY: Norton, 1976, pages 137-8 and 485-492
Leutze, James. “The Secret of the Churchill-Roosevelt Correspondence: September 1939-May 1940.” Journal of Contemporary
History Volume 10 (1975), pages 465-91
Loewenheim, Francis L., Langley, Harold D., and Manfred Jonas (eds.). ROOSEVELT AND CHURCHILL: THEIR SECRET WARTIME
CORRESPONDENCE. London: Barrie & Jenkins, 1975
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May 21, Tuesday: German troops reached the English Channel at Abbeville, France, and the Allied armies had been
encircled.
WORLD WAR II
British forces counterattacked at Arras, but would be forced to withdraw on May 23d.
“But there is something else I believe, and that is that
there is a God ... and this God again has blessed our
efforts during the past 13 years.”
— Adolf Hitler, February 24, 1940
WORLD WAR II
GERMANY
May 22, Wednesday: The British Parliament granted the government absolute powers over the nation, its industry, and
its inhabitants.
WORLD WAR II
May 23, Thursday: General Gerd von Rundstedt and the German Army pierced the French defences at Sedan.
Sir Oswald Mosley, former leader of the British Union of Fascists, was arrested.
Igor and Vera Stravinsky arrived in Los Angeles, California by train from Houston, Texas.
The Little Concerto for piano, organ and orchestra by Ernst Krenek was performed for the first time, in Skinner
Recital Hall, Vassar College, Poughkeepsie, New York, conducted by the composer himself.
For unknown reasons, Führer Adolf Hitler instructed the German forces in France and Belgium to halt their
advance.
WORLD WAR II
May 24, Friday: 5,000 British troops were evacuated from Boulogne. The Luftwaffe began air attacks off Dunkirk and
Calais.
WORLD WAR II
Concert Piece for orchestra by David Diamond was performed for the initial time, in New York City.
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May 25, Saturday: German forces entered Boulogne after the British and French evacuated the city. The Belgian
cabinet boarded a British ship at Dunkirk and made for England. King Leopold III stayed behind.
WORLD WAR II
The Belgian Congo administration remained loyal to the government-in-exile.
After finding some of Alexander Fleming’s mold from 1929 still alive, Ernst Chainward and Walter Florey of
Oxford University injected mice with streptococcus bacteria, then gave penicillin to half of them. Those that
received the penicillin would survive.

May 26, Sunday: Small English craft ventured across the English Channel and began to evacuate the soldiers of the
British Expeditionary Force who had been trapped at Dunkirk. In a surd of warfare unexplained to this day,
precisely when the German military could have done the greatest imaginable slaughter, it did not respond.
Were they being kind? –Nobody imagined that then and nobody imagines it now.
WORLD WAR II
In the Pas-de-Calais, a company of the Royal Norfolk Regiment was trapped in a cowshed, and surrendered
to the 2nd Infantry Regiment of the SS “Totenkopf” (Death’s Head) Division. They were marched to a group
of farm buildings and lined up in a meadow alongside a barn. When the 99 prisoners were in position, two
machine guns opened fire, killing 97. The corpses went into a mass grave on the farm. Two of the unit managed
to escape death: Private Albert Pooley and Private William O’Callaghan. The SS troops moved on, and the
wounded men were discovered after having hid in a pig-sty for three days and nights by Madame Castel of Le
Paradis, who cared for them until they were again captured, by another Wehrmacht unit. They would spend
the remainder of the war as POWs. In 1942 the bodies of the executed were exhumed by French authorities
and reburied in the local churchyard. After the war the leader of the German troops in question was tracked
down. During the war SS Obersturmfuhrer Fritz Knoechlein had received three Knight’s Crosses, and he had
married and there were four children. When he had directed this atrocity, he had been 28 years old. He would
be tried in Hamburg before a War Crimes Tribunal (his wife attending each day’s session), and the sentence of
hanging would be carried out on January 28, 1949.
May 27, Monday/28, Tuesday: In the Pas-de-Calais, some 80 English soldiers of the 2nd Royal Warwickshire
Regiment, the Cheshire Regiment, and the Royal Artillery were taken prisoner by the 7th Company of the 2nd
Battalion of the SS Leibstandarte “Adolf Hitler.” At Esquelbecq, near the town of Wormhoudt, the prisoners
were marched into a large barn, and stick grenades were lobbed at them. Those still able to stand were then
ordered outside and mown down by fire from automatic weapons. The SS then entered the barn and finished
off the wounded. Fifteen of the soldiers survived this atrocity and were able to give themselves up to other
German units and serve out the war as POWs. (After the war, no survivor would be able to make a positive
identification of any of the German soldiers who had been involved, so there could never be any punishment.)
WORLD WAR II
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May 27, Monday: 14,000 men were evacuated from Dunkirk.
At 5PM King Leopold III of Belgium sent emissaries to ask the Germans for an armistice. At 10PM the
Germans responded that unconditional surrender was their sole option.
WORLD WAR II
May 28, Tuesday: 25,000 men were evacuated from Dunkirk.
Allied (Britain-France-Norway-Poland) forces captured Narvik, Norway.
The US National Defense Advisory Committee was established.
At 11MA King Leopold III surrendered the Belgian armed forces to Germany and a cease-fire was put into
effect (the Belgian government-in-exile would repudiate the monarch’s actions). King Leopold III was taken
into custody.
WORLD WAR II
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Battle
(May 28, 1940)
Foreseen for so many years: these evils, this monstrous violence, these
massive agonies: no easier to bear.
We saw them with slow stone strides approach, everyone saw them; we
closed our eyes against them, we looked
And they have come nearer. We ate and drank and slept, they came nearer.
Sometimes we laughed, they were nearer. Now
They are here. And now a blind man foresees what follows them:
degradation, famine, despair and so forth, and the
Epidemic manias: but not enough death to serve us, not enough death. It
would be better for men
To be few and live far apart, where none could infect another; then slowly
the sanity of field and mountain
And the cold ocean and glittering stars might enter their minds.
Another
dream, another dream.
We shall have to accept certain limitations
In future, and abandon some humane dreams; only hard-minded, sleepless
and realist can ride this rock-slide
To new fields down the dark mountain; and we shall have to perceive that
these insanities are normal;
We shall have to perceive that battle is a burning flower or like a huge
music, and the dive-bomber’s screaming orgasm
As beautiful as other passions; and that death and life are not serious
alternatives. One has known all these things
For many years: there is greater and darker to know
In the next hundred.
And why do you cry, my dear, why do you cry?
It is all in the whirling circles of time.
If millions are born millions will die,
In bed or in battle is no great matter
In the long orbits of time.
If England goes down and Germany up
The stronger dog will still be on top,
All in the turning of time.
If civilization goes down, — that
Would be an event to contemplate.
It will not be in our time, alas my dear,
It will not be in our time.
— Robinson Jeffers

May 29, Wednesday: 47,310 men were evacuated from Dunkirk.
For eight hours the British destroyer HMS Wakeful (H88) had been plucking men from the beaches at Dunkirk.
The ship was heading home at 12:40PM at a speed of 20 knots and had reached a point 13 miles north of
Nieuport when a torpedo from German torpedo boat S-30 struck amidships on its starboard beam. It reared up
in the water and broke in two, and in fifteen seconds was gone. Only 25 would bob to the surface as the 600
below decks could do nothing but die.36
The Waverley, a paddle steamer of 537 tons that had been taken over at the outbreak of war for service as a
minesweeper was bombed and went straight down carrying something like 600 men it had just picked up on
the beaches at Dunkirk. 350 died.
WORLD WAR II
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May 30, Thursday: 53,823 men were evacuated from Dunkirk.
Manuel de Falla conducted a concert of the Orquesta Sinfónica de Córdoba (Argentina) to benefit flood
victims in Buenos Aires.
WORLD WAR II

May 31, Friday: 68,104 men were evacuated from Dunkirk.
WORLD WAR II
“The pachinko ball doesn’t want to plonk into
the plastic tub before it has accomplished
some sort of trajectory.”
—

36. At a first order of approximation there seems to be a remarkable similarity between fighting at sea and feeding fish.
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JUNE 1940
June 1, Saturday: Dr. Josef Mengele joined the medical corps (Sanitätsinspektion) of the Waffen SS.

The battleship Washington (BB-56) was launched at Philadelphia. This was the first American battleship
launched since the West Virginia (BB-48) was launched on November 19, 1921.
German forces began shelling the Dunkirk beaches with artillery. 64,229 men were evacuated from Dunkirk.
While the Royal Navy minesweeper HMS Skipjack (Lieutenant Commander F.B. Proudfoot) was assisting in
the evacuation of British troops from Dunkirk, it was engaged by German bombers. On board were something
like 250 or 300 soldiers just off the beach. The ship went straight down off La Panna and most of the soldiers
and its crewmen died.37
WORLD WAR II
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June 2, Sunday: 26,256 men were evacuated from Dunkirk, including the final British units.
Francis Poulenc was mobilized into the 72nd anti-aircraft artillery battery at Bordeaux.
Music for Auden’s play The Dark Valley by Benjamin Britten was performed for the first time, over the
airwaves of the CBS radio network originating in New York.
WORLD WAR II
June 3, Monday: German planes bombed Paris, killing 254 civilians.
The evacuation of British personnel from Dunkirk was completed, destroying or leaving behind, of course,
all military equipment and stores.
WORLD WAR II
The United States agreed to sell surplus war materials to Great Britain.
In Hamburg, in a nuclear reactor, German scientists neglected to notice that neutrons were multiplying.
ATOM BOMB

37. At a first order of approximation there seems to be a remarkable similarity between fighting at sea and feeding fish.
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June 4, Tuesday: British troops all having already been evacuated from France, on this day evacuation of French and
Belgian troops was also completed from Dunkirk.
The Dunkirk evacuation came to an end and remnants of the First French Army surrendered there. During the
final week, 338,226 British, French, and Belgian soldiers had been saved from capture by the Germans.
In a speech before the House of Commons, Winston Churchill pledged that Great Britain would fight on alone,
saying: “We shall fight on the beaches, we shall fight on the landing grounds, we shall fight in the fields and
in the streets, we shall fight in the hills, we shall never surrender.”
The Heart is a Lonely Hunter, a novel by 23-year-old Carson McCullers, was published by Houghton Mifflin
to great acclaim.
WORLD WAR II
June 5, Wednesday: At 4AM German forces began an offensive southward across the Somme and Aisne.
WORLD WAR II
June 6, Thursday: King Haakon VII broadcasted to the Norwegian people, announcing the end of military resistance.
He then boarded the cruiser HMS Devonshire at Tromsø and headed for London.
WORLD WAR II
Canadian Carnival op.19 for orchestra by Benjamin Britten was performed for the initial time, over the
airwaves of the BBC Home Service.
June 7, Friday: German forces broke through French resistance and reached Forges-les-Eaux, near Rouen. They also
took Montdidier and Noyon.
WORLD WAR II
King Haakon VII and Prime Minister Johan Nygaardsvold of Norway arrived in London.
Sofiya Gubaidulina received her first review, in Komsomolets Tatarii, her hometown newspaper in Kazan.
It was for a performance she had given, with her sister Ida playing the piano.

June 8, Saturday: Although a citizen of a neutral nation, Virgil Thomson took no chances, fleeing Paris and the
approaching Germans by boarding a train to Oloron in the Pyrenees.
British and French troops abandoned Narvik, Norway. Three British ships were sunk with the loss of 1,515
men.
German troops entered Rouen, northwest of Paris.
Frederick Shepherd Converse died at his home in Westwood, Massachusetts, at the age of 69 years, five
months, and three days.

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

WORLD WAR II

WWII

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE
Henry Cowell was granted a parole from the California state parole board, to take effect June 26th.
Edwin Mattison McMillan of the University of California – Berkeley announced discovery of the element
Neptunium.
The HMS Glorious (22,200 tons), sister ship of the HMS Courageous, became the 1st aircraft carrier to be
sunk by surface ships. She had been en route to Scapa Flow in the Orkneys, commanded by Captain D’OylyHughes, while aiding in the evacuation of British troops from Narvik in Norway, when she was attacked by
the German warships Scharnhorst and Gneisenau, which scored direct hits at a range of 20,000 yards and put
the ship’s flight deck out of action. A total of 1,519 perished, and there would be only 63 survivors of whom
25 more would perish from exposure before the remainder would be recovered from the waves 2 1/2 days later.
Two escort destroyers, the Acasta (Commander Glasford) and Ardent (Lieutenant-Commander Barker) were
also sunk during the attack, although the Acasta was able to get off a torpedo that caused damage to the
quarterdeck of the Scharnhorst and killed 48 Germans. Although, a hundred miles away, the cruiser HMS
Devonshire knew of this, she did not come to the assistance of these floating seamen because the King of
Norway and his staff from Tromsó were on board, being transported to the safety of the British Isles. (The King
of Norway was, of course, considerably more worthy of protection than some anonymous floating ordinary
misfortunates.)
WORLD WAR II

June 9, Sunday: The Norwegian high command ordered the Norwegian army to cease hostilities at midnight.
German forces reached the Seine River and occupied territory from Rouen to Vernon. On the same day they
launched a major offensive along the Aisne River. Germans occupied Dieppe and Compiègne.
WORLD WAR II

June 10, Monday: German troops crossed the Seine River to the west of Paris. The French retreated in disorder.
Arthur John Fisher and Ruth Tumelty committed suicide by jumping off the Golden Gate Bridge.
Duce Benito Mussolini’s fascist Italy declared war on France and Great Britain, effective at 1:00AM on June
11th. Canada declared war on Italy.
Norway capitulated to the Germans.
WORLD WAR II
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June 11, Tuesday: Great Britain and France declared war on Duce Benito Mussolini’s fascist Italy.
German forces captured Reims and reached the Marne River at Château-Thierry, northeast of Paris.
The French government evacuated Paris for Tours, to the southwest.
WORLD WAR II
British troops from Egypt attacked Italian border units in Libya.
British planes bombed Genoa, Turin, and Eritrea.
Italian planes bombed Aden and Malta.
Béla Bartók’s Divertimento for Strings was performed for the first time, in Basel.
Symphonic Piece for string orchestra by Ernst Krenek was performed for the first time, in the Neuer CasinoSaal, Basel.
A funeral in memory of Frederick Shepherd Converse was held in St. Paul’s Episcopal Church of Dedham,
Massachusetts. His remains would be cremated at Forest Hills and interred in Westwood Cemetery.
June 12, Wednesday: The Soviet Union sent an ultimatum to Lithuania demanding a change in government and
territory.
Generalissimo Francisco Franco proclaimed the non-belligerence of Spain.
German troops captured St. Valery-en-Caux, taking 46,000 British and French soldiers prisoner. The prisoners
included one dozen generals.
The US Navy Department awarded contracts for 22 new warships.
A Japan/Thailand Non-Aggression Pact was announced.
WORLD WAR II
June 13, Thursday: USS North Carolina (BB-55) was launched at New York Naval Yard. Although launched after her
sister ship, USS Washington (BB-56), she would be commissioned 1st, on April 9th, 1941.
WORLD WAR II
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June 14, Friday: France officially surrendered Paris. German troops enter the city shortly after dawn — neglecting not
to march along the Champs Elysées at 9:45AM and pass beneath the Arc de Triumph.
The Cunard/White Star passenger liner HMT Lancastria (16,243 tons), the former Tyrrhenia, which had been
converted into a troopship, set sail from Liverpool to assist in Operation Aerial, the evacuation of British
troops and refugees from France.
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt signed a “11% Naval Expansion Act” increasing the carrier, cruiser, and
submarine tonnage of the Navy by 167,000 tons, and auxiliary shipping by 75,000 tons.
The French government quit the Loire for Bordeaux.
French naval forces heavily bombarded the port city of Genoa.
Spain occupied the international city of Tangier.
WORLD WAR II
June 15, Saturday: Senator Harry S Truman launched his reelection campaign at the courthouse in Sedalia, Missouri.
As the French government assembled in Bordeaux, Admiral Darlan proscribed further naval action against
Italy.
Germany annexed Alsace and Lorraine.
German troops occupied Verdun.
Soviet forces invaded Lithuania, occupying Kaunas and Vilna. President Smetona fled to East Prussia.
The United States of America declined Finland’s appeal for aid.
Claire Chennault organized the Chinese Air Force American Volunteer Group.
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt approved an act to increase US naval aviation to a strength of not more
than 10,000 aircraft.
WORLD WAR II
June 16, Sunday: A new Lithuanian government was installed.
German forces entered Dijon and crossed the Rhine at Colmar.
Arthur Honegger, his wife and three other couples left Montquin and traveled south to Saint-Hilaire-surGaronne, where they had rented a house.
Paul Reynaud resigned and Marshal Henri-Philippe Pètain became Prime Minister of France.
WORLD WAR II
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June 17, Monday: Russian forces occupied Estonia and Latvia, and the USSR announced that these nations had agreed
to allow free passage to its troops, and agreed in addition to the formation of new Estonian and Latvian
governments.
WORLD WAR II
At Lorient, the Germans sank the trawler La Tenche with the loss of 218 lives.
The HMT Lancastria (16,243 tons), converted into a troopship, was at anchor in the Charpentier Roads off St.
Nazaire, France when it was dive-bombed by five German KG.30 Dornier Do17s. Captain Rudolf Sharpe had
taken on board as many troops and refugees as possible and was about to weigh anchor for England. One of
the bombs exploded in Hold #2 which contained around 800 RAF personnel. About 1,400 tons of fuel oil
spilled from the stricken vessel and the German pilots, bless them, were dropping incendiaries to set this
floating oil on fire so that the 2,477 floating survivors could burn to death. The bomb which sank the ship went
straight down its funnel. The ship stayed afloat only 20 minutes and took down with it almost 3,000 British
Expeditionary Force soldiers and Royal Air Force personnel and more than 1,000 civilian refugees. The
survivors, including Captain Sharpe, were rescued by HMS Havelock and other ships. (Captain Rudolf Sharpe
would later go under when another ship he came to command, the Laconia, would also be sunk. Under the
British Official Secrets Act, the report on the Lancastria cannot be published until the year 2040.)
Admiral H.R. Stark, Chief of Naval Operations, asked for $4 billion to construct a “two-ocean Navy.”
As Prime Minister, Marshal Henri-Philippe Pètain of France began to negotiate for an armistice with Germany,
forwarding its armistice request by way of the Spanish ambassador. Before the Germans responded, Marshal
Pètain mentioned this in a broadcast to the nation, whereupon thousands of French soldiers, unwilling to be
the last soldier to die for a lost cause, immediately cast aside their weapons. Meanwhile General Charles de
Gaulle was being spirited out of Bordeaux by the British.
In “Operation Aerial” 28,145 British and 4,439 Polish, Canadian, and French soldiers (including a large
number of Germans and Italians who had enlisted in the French Foreign Legion), were evacuated from Brest.
30,630 Allied soldiers were evacuated from Cherbourg.
21,474 Canadian soldiers were evacuated from St. Malo.
57,235 Allied soldiers and civilians were evacuated from St. Nazaire and Nantes.
2,303 British and Polish soldiers were evacuated from La Pallice.
19,000 Allied (mostly Polish) soldiers were evacuated from southern France.
Thousands of others were picked up from smaller ports, the total coming to 163,225 persons (for purposes of
comparison, “Operation Dynamo,” the Dunkirk evacuation, had added up to 338,226 persons).

“A victory described in detail is indistinguishable
from a defeat.”
— Jean-Paul Sartre
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June 18, Tuesday: Führer Adolf Hitler and Duce Benito Mussolini met in München, Germany.

The Soviets began their occupation of the Baltic States.
The French corvette Vauquois was sunk while evacuating troops to England. Just prior to the fall of the French
port of Brest, the Vauquois had put to sea carrying 115 soldiers, some coastal defense men, and its crew.
Soon after leaving harbor, while opposite the Vinotiere light at the entrance to the Chanel de Foire, the vessel
hit a submerged aerial mine. The explosion cut the ship in half, the bow section sinking immediately and the
stern section staying afloat for but a few minutes. 135 died and 29 would survive.
German troops occupied Cherbourg, Vannes, Rennes, Briare, Le Mans, Nevers, and Colmar.
The Royal Air Force bombed Hamburg and Bremen.
At 6PM, as the first bombs fell on London, General Charles de Gaulle went on the airwaves to France.
Announced Gallic defiance, he urged French soldiers to find a way to join him in England.
WORLD WAR II
June 19, Wednesday: Führer Adolf Hitler suggested that there ought to be peace between Germany and Great Britain.
Hey, why the hell not?
A pro-Soviet government was installed in Estonia.
The British began a 5-day evacuation of the Channel Islands.
German troops entered Nantes and Brest.
WORLD WAR II
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June 20, Thursday: The US Bureau of Ships was established with Rear Admiral S.M. Robinson as Chief (the Bureau
of Construction and Repair and the Bureau of Engineering were abolished). A new office, the office of Under
Secretary of the Navy, was created for the duration of the emergency.
German troops took Lyons and Vichy.
Armistice negotiations began in Compiègne between Germany and France.
During an attempt to get from Verdun south to Epinal, Olivier Messiaen and four companions were captured
by Germans.
France opened northern Indochina to Japanese military mission and supporting troops.
WORLD WAR II
June 21, Friday: Richard Milhous Nixon, an attorney at law, and Thelma Catherine Patricia “Pat” Ryan, a high school
teacher and graduate of the University of Southern California, got married in the Presidential Lounge of the
Mission Inn in Riverside, California.
This couple had met a couple of years earlier as members of a local Little Theater group, acting together in the
play The Dark Tower. The bride was Methodist, at least nominally, and the wedding was not of the Quaker
sort. Although there is a portrait of the bridegroom now on display at this toney downtown motel, along with
an impressive bronze plaque in commemoration of the occasion (I’ve stayed there while visiting Riverside
College, and therefore of course checked this out), there seems to be no corresponding portrait in regard to the
bride (at least, I was unable to locate such).
Governments of the Baltic States requested annexation from the Soviet Union.
French and German delegates met near Compiègne, northeast of Paris, and paid careful attention while, in the
presence of Führer Adolf Hitler, the Germans read out their list of surrender demands.
Ned Rorem performed with an orchestra for his initial and final time, as soloist in the Piano Concerto of Edvard
Grieg, at the Illinois Music Hall in Chicago.
WORLD WAR II
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June 22, Saturday: Italian troops occupied Menton.
Through the efforts of Adrian Boult and the BBC, due to the threat of German invasion, John Ireland was
evacuated from the island of Guernsey to the mainland.
At 6:50PM a French delegation signed an armistice with Germany in the same spot, and in the same railroad
car, as the 1918 armistice. This was set to take effect six hours after an armistice was concluded between
France and Italy — meanwhile three French armies, encircled along the Maginot Line, were surrendering.
Paul Hindemith took up residence in Lenox, Massachusetts. He was there to teach at the Berkshire Music
Center.
At Compiegne, France signed an armistice with Germany and was divided into two parts.After this armistice,
Simone Weil would relocate with her family from Paris to Vichy.

ANTISEMITISM
Prince Konoye formed a new Japanese Cabinet with General Tojo Hideki as Minister of War, and Yosuke
Matsuoka as Minister of Foreign Affairs.
WORLD WAR II

NOBODY COULD GUESS WHAT WOULD HAPPEN NEXT

World War II
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June 23, Sunday: Führer Adolf Hitler posed for photo-ops in Paris.
As Herr Hitler was making his triumphant tourist turn, as an architecture buff he of course stopping by the
Opéra building to muse on how “This is the most beautiful theater in the world.” He had, however, of course
come primarily in order to be able view the tomb of Napoléon Buonaparte and think interesting thoughts.
“But there is something else I believe, and that is that
there is a God ... and this God again has blessed our
efforts during the past 13 years.”
— Adolf Hitler, February 24, 1940
WORLD WAR II
GERMANY
Over the previous week, the USSR has effected the occupation of the Baltic States.
Darius Milhaud, in Lisbon, wrote to Elizabeth Sprague Coolidge asking for help. He was planning to flee to
the United States, and therefore needed to find work there.
Semyon Kotko op.81, an opera by Sergei Prokofiev to words of Katayev and the composer, was performed for
the initial time, in the Stanislavsky Theater, Moscow.
June 24, Monday: An armistice between France and Italy was signed at Rome.
Charles Edison’s resignation as Secretary of the Navy became effective and Lewis Compton began as Acting
Secretary.
France signed an armistice with Italy.
Japan requested that the British close the Burma Road.
At President Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s request, the FBI established a Special Intelligence Service.
In connection with this new office, the Bureau dispatched Agents to countries throughout the Western
Hemisphere, with the exception of Panama. FBI Agents in South and Central America gathered intelligence
information and worked to prevent Axis espionage, sabotage, and propaganda efforts aimed against the
US and its allies. Special Agents assigned to posts in Europe, Canada, and Latin America began acting in an
official liaison capacity. (President Harry S Truman would close the SIS in 1946 but these Agent liaisons
would then form the basis of the FBI’s Legal Attaché Program.)
WORLD WAR II

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

WORLD WAR II

WWII

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE
June 25, Tuesday: The Naval Construction Corps was abolished. Constructors were combined with engineers and
given line officer status designated for “Engineering Duty Only.”
In Lewisohn Stadium, New York, 2 works by American composers were performed for the initial time:
And They Lynched Him on a Tree, a cantata by William Grant Still to words of Chapin, and Challenge 1940,
for baritone, chorus and orchestra by Roy Harris.
The French-German armistice became effective and hostilities ceased.
WORLD WAR II

READ THE FULL TEXT
June 26, Wednesday: The Soviet Union demanded Bessarabia and Northern Bukovina from Romania.
Turkey declared its neutrality in the European war.
WORLD WAR II
After almost 4 years, Henry Cowell was released from San Quentin Penitentiary on parole. He would become
“musical secretary” to Percy Grainger in White Plains, New York.
June 27, Thursday: After Romania refused to cede Bessarabia and Bukovina, the USSR invaded
WORLD WAR II
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt declared a “national emergency” and invoked the Espionage Act of 1917
to exercise control over shipping movements in territorial waters and in vicinity of Panama Canal.
Romania yielded to a Russian ultimatum and ceded Bessarabia and northern Bukovina.
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June 28: Soviet troops occupied Bessarabia and Northern Bukovina, forcing Romania to cede these provinces.
Marshal Italo Balbo, Italian governor of Libya, was mistakenly shot down by his own anti-aircraft guns.
The British Government recognized General Charles de Gaulle as the leader of a group to maintain French
resistance.
The passenger Motor Vessel MV Paganini, 2,427 tons and built in 1928, was in a convoy bound for Durres,
Albania when at 11:00 hours there was a fire in the engine room. An explosion caused the loss of the vessel in
position 41 degrees 27 minutes North, 19 degrees 11 minutes East and 147 drowned.
WORLD WAR II

June 30, Sunday: German troops landed unopposed on the Channel Islands.
Soviet troops landed at Ismail (Izmail), Bessarabia.
Führer Adolf Hitler ordered the seizure of all art in Paris owned by the state or by Jews.
ANTISEMITISM
The US Navy had 1,099 vessels at its disposal, and the following personnel:
— Navy.................160,997
— Marine Corps.....28,364
— Coast Guard.......13,766
— Total ................203,127
WORLD WAR II
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SUMMER 1940
Summer: The mortgage on the Truman family farm near Grandview, Missouri was foreclosed, and Senator Harry S
Truman’s widowed mother Martha Ellen Truman and sister Mary Jane moved to town (several years later this
farm would be purchased by friends and sold back to the Truman family).
Because it was summer with the Massachusetts Institute of Technology out of session, and because Professor
Adams, that university’s Dean of City Planning, took private contracts, John R. Kellam lived in a
boardinghouse in Southbridge, Massachusetts while mapping the existing land uses there, and prepared a
zoning ordinance and town map. During that summer in Southbridge John was gradually becoming aware that
he simply could not be “properly part of any war.”
WORLD WAR II
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JULY 1940
July 1, Monday: German U-boats began to attack merchant ships in the Atlantic.
The French government relocated from Clermont-Ferrand to Vichy.
The psychiatric Institute at Görden began operations as the center for killing “mentally defective” children.
The US Navy awarded contracts for 44 vessels.
Headquarters, Marine Corps Air Wing was established at San Diego, California.
The US Congress passed a Selective Training and Service Act by a margin of one vote — this was to be the
initial peacetime draft in the history of the United States of America.
WORLD WAR II
July 2, Tuesday: Führer Adolf Hitler ordered the German high command to prepare for an invasion of the British Isles.
WORLD WAR II
An Export Control Act was passed. According to this act, President Franklin Delano Roosevelt would be able,
whenever he considered this “necessary in the interest of national defense,” to prohibit or limit the exportation
of military equipment, munitions, tools, materials, etc.
The 15,501-ton Arandora Star (Blue Star Line) was one of 4 ships placed at the disposal of the British War
Office for the transportation of enemy aliens to Canada. It had sailed from Liverpool without escort toward
St. John’s, Newfoundland, carrying 473 German civilians who had been interned in England when war had
broken out in 1939 and 717 Italian civilians who had been likewise interned after Duce Benito Mussolini
had declared war on June 10, 1940. There was a crew of 176 and a military guard of some 200. Also on board
were some Italian internees from camps on the Isle of Man, many of whom had been selected for deportation
in error. At 7:05AM, off the coast of Ireland, the Arandora Star was torpedoed by U-boat U47 (Korvkpt.
Günther Prien). An internal explosion, apparently a boiler blowing up, broke the ship in two, and she went
under at 7:40AM. At about 2:30PM the Canadian destroyer HMCS St. Laurent found lifeboats and started to
take survivors on board. They would reach Greenock in Scotland on Wednesday, July 3rd at 8:45AM and the
sick and injured would be taken by a fleet of ambulances to Mearnskirk Hospital. Survivors would later be put
on another ship, the Dunera, and transported to Australia. A total of 743 were lost: 146 Germans, 453 Italians,
and 144 crew and soldiers. (In Bardi, a village in northern Italy, there is now a chapel to commemorate the
victims. This disaster would change British internment policy — from this point internees would be interned
in British camps only. The last report to be received from U-boat U47 would be transmitted on March 7, 1941.)
WORLD WAR II
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July 3, Wednesday: British forces took over all French ships located in British ports and in Alexandria, Egypt.
A group of British warships which included the Hood, Ark Royal, and Valiant seized a major part of the French
fleet. It had been the refusal by Vichy France to hand over their battleships to Britain, rather than fall into the
hands of the German Navy, that had resulted in this attack upon the French naval base at Mers-el-Kabir, near
Oran, North Africa. Hit by 15-inch salvoes from a range of 14,000 yards, the French battleship Bretagne
exploded and capsized with the loss of 977. As the vessel rolled over, many of these were clinging to the lifesaving nets over the ship’s sides. Another ship, the Provence (23,250 tons), was badly damaged and 135 were
killed. The Dunkerque (26,500 tons) lost 210. The British attack on Mers-el-Kabir took a total of 1,282 lives.
This action caused such great bitterness in France that some French pilots volunteered to bomb Gibraltar —
on the night of September 24/25, 1940 they would drop 200 tons of bombs on the British rock fortress. The
French WWI air ace, Colonel René Fonck, would organize about 200 Vichy French pilots determined to join
with Germany in its struggle against this British foe.
WORLD WAR II
July 5, Friday: As a result of the British attack on French warships at Oran, the French Government of Marshal HenriPhilippe Petain broke off diplomatic relations with Great Britain.
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt invoked the Export Control Act forbidding the export of aircraft parts,
minerals, or chemicals to Japan without a license.38
July 6, Saturday: As Führer Adolf Hitler made a triumphal parade through Berlin, German bombers began daylight
raids on Britain.
Something to Please Everybody for recorder, piano and percussion by Lou Harrison was performed for the
first time, at Mills College, Oakland. Also premiered was Harrison’s 16 to 24 for piano and percussion.
WORLD WAR II
July 10, Wednesday: In Vichy, the French National Assembly voted to end the Third French Republic and set up a
“French State” under the dictatorship of Marshal Henri Petain.
Romania withdrew from the League of Nations.
The German Luftwaffe began heavy bombing of Britain in the start of the “Battle of Britain” — one of the
earliest of a long, long series of demonstrations that overwhelming air power by itself cannot ever hope to
accomplish a silly thing.39
WORLD WAR II
38. A list of instructions had been carefully prepared for the President, as to how to get the United States of America into World War
II “through the back door” by forcing Hitler to declare war on us, an essential item on that list being to force some other member of
the Axis tripartite alliance (either Italy or Japan, it didn’t much matter which) to declare war on us. A list of instructions had been
carefully prepared for President Roosevelt, as to how to force Japan in particular to declare war on us. A key item on that list was
to severely damage Japan’s economy, which was heavily dependent upon the importation of fuel and raw materials. Here we see
our Manipulator in Chief hard at work to overcome America’s peacemongers and isolationists and engineer our entry into World
War II — and thus guarantee that he could remain President for Life with the powers and authorities to all intents and purposes
of a dictator.
39. We do, however, in every war, allow ourselves to be conned into repeating this standard tactical error — for a certain kind of
wishful, willful thinking there is no known antidote.
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July 14, Sunday: The USSR annexed Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania.
WORLD WAR II
July 15, Monday: Italian forces from Ethiopia took Moyale in Kenya.
WORLD WAR II
Darius Milhaud and his wife arrived in New York aboard the Excambion from Lisbon. Milhaud was in flight
from the Germans, who doubtless would not have approved of his ancestry. They were met at the dock by Kurt
Weill and Lotte Lenya.
ANTISEMITISM
July 17, Wednesday: Vichy decreed that “aliens” (which is to say, Jews) would not be employed in the government.
WORLD WAR II
ANTISEMITISM

Our national birthday, Thursday the 4th of July: President Franklin Delano Roosevelt officially turned over the
library bearing his name to the Federal Government.
CELEBRATING OUR B-DAY
Italian forces captured Kassala, Sudan.
Pro-German businessman Ion Gigurtu replaced Gheorghe Tatarescu as prime minister of Romania.
This is Our Time (Secular Cantata no.1) by William Schuman to words of Taggard, was performed for the
initial time, in Lewisohn Stadium, New York.
The Foylebank, an anti-aircraft vessel of 5,582 tons (in a previous existence, this had been the Andrew Weir),
was dive-bombed in Portland harbor and there were some real 4th-of-July fireworks. When the flames reached
the magazine the ship blew up. 176 died.40
WORLD WAR II

July 11, Thursday: Frank Knox of Illinois took over as Secretary of the Navy.
Marshal Henri-Philippe Pétain replaced Albert François Lebrun as the head of the French Vichy Government.
WORLD WAR II
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July 14, Sunday: The USSR annexed Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania.
WORLD WAR II
July 18, Thursday: A Czechoslovakian government-in-exile was set up in London under President Edvard Benes and
Prime Minister Jan Srámek.
Francis Poulenc was demobilized from the French army.
British Prime Minister Winston Churchill announced the terms of a temporary agreement for the stoppage of
the thread of war supplies going into China by way of Burma and by way of Hong Kong.
WORLD WAR II
July 19, Friday: Northwest of the island of Crete, the Bartolomeo Colleoni, an Italian light cruiser, was struck
repeatedly by shells from British warships and became a blazing wreck and was being abandoned by its crew.
When British torpedoes struck the cruiser capsized, taking 125 down with it. British destroyers rescued 525
floaters including its skipper, Captain Umbarto Novaro, who would die of his injuries.
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt signed a Naval Expansion Act containing provisions for a “Two Ocean
Navy.” 1,325,000 tons of combatant shipping, 100,000 tons of auxiliary shipping, and 15,000 aircraft will
expand the Fleet by 70%.
WORLD WAR II

Great Men
Consider greatness.
40. At a first order of approximation there seems to be a remarkable similarity between fighting at sea and feeding fish.
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A great man must have a following, whether he gain it
Like Roosevelt by grandiose good intentions, cajolery
And public funds, or like Hitler by fanatic
Patriotism, frank lies, genius and terror,
Without great following no greatness; it is ever the greedy
Flame on a wick dipped in the fat of millions;
No man standing alone has ever been great;
Except, most rarely, his will, passion or intellect
Have come to posthumous power, and the naked spirit
Picked up a crown.

ADOLF HITLER

Yes. Alas then, poor ghost,
Nietzsche or Jesus, hermit, martyr, starved prophet,
Were you honest while you lived: You are not now.
You have found your following and it corrupts you; all greatness
Involves betrayal, of the people by a man
Or of a man by the people. Better to have stood
Forever alone. Better been mute as a fish,
Or an old stone on the mountain, where no man comes
But only the wilderness-eyed hawk with her catch
And feeds in peace, delicately, with little beakfuls,
While far down the long slope gleams the pale sea.
— Robinson Jeffers

July 22, Monday: The government of the French-British territory of New Hebrides (Vanuatu) declared its support for
the Free French movement of Charles de Gaulle.
WORLD WAR II
A Czechoslovak National Committee was established in London and recognized by Great Britain under
President Edvard Benes and Prime Minister Jan Srámek.
Francis Poulenc arrived at the home of relatives in Brive-la-Gaillarde.
The Duke Ellington band recorded Harlem Airshaft in New York.

According to a “Home Intelligence” report, black people were not being considered eligible to have any part
in the defense of the English homeland:
Most coloured people reported anxious to pull weight in war
effort; unable to, except in St Pancras where twenty are Air
Raid wardens. Some dismissals because of colour.

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

WORLD WAR II

WWII

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE
July 23, Tuesday: Great Britain recognized the Czechoslovak National Committee in London as a provisional
government.
The USSR seized Lithuania, Latvia, and Estonia.

WORLD WAR II
July 25, Thursday: The United States prohibited the export of oil and metal outside the Americas or Britain (the action
was aimed at Japan, whose oil stocks immediately began to diminish).
The Meknes, a French troopship of 6,127 tons, left Southampton carrying 1,277 French naval personnel who
were being repatriated to France. At 10:30PM off the coast of Brittany, the ship was hit by a torpedo from
German motor torpedo boat S27. Some 383 Frenchmen were lost.
WORLD WAR II
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July 26, Friday: President Franklin Delano Roosevelt invoked the Export Control Act, and prohibited exportation,
without license, of aviation gasoline and certain classes of iron and steel scrap. This effectively halted the flow
of such materials to Japan, and would be considered by the Japanese to be economically damaging and an act
of hostility.41
WORLD WAR II
A Free-French administration took over in Côte d’Ivoire.
Pastoral and Fiddler’s Delight for orchestra by Henry Cowell was performed for the 1st time, in New York.
July 28, Sunday: Führer Adolf Hitler met with Slovak leaders in Salzburg and ordered them to take up certain
measures including a German-like regime over Jews.
ANTISEMITISM
WORLD WAR II
July 29, Monday: Germany annexed Eupen and Malmedy from Belgium.
WORLD WAR II
July 30, Tuesday: At the Conference of Foreign Ministers of the American Republics, 21 nations signed the Act of
Havana calling for unified action.
WORLD WAR II

41. Note carefully the before-and-after timing here. The President took this hostile action against Japan before being advised by
Commander Arthur McCollum that the tripartite pact of mutual defense between Germany, Italy, and Japan might provide him an
opportunity to get past our popular isolationist sentiment and drag us into a shooting war with Germany, by way of a declaration of
war upon us by Japan that would force Germany, in honor of its mutual-defense pact, to also declare war upon us. It would not be
until October 7, 1940,
fully nine weeks into the future, that Commander McCollum would lay out, in a memo, the eight
successive steps that our Commander-in-Chief might follow, that our Commander-in-Chief would in fact follow, which would in
fact produce the desired declaration of war by Japan against us — which would in fact produce the desired declaration of war by
Germany against us.
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AUGUST 1940
August: Dr. Josef Mengele was appointed an Untersturmführer (lieutenant) and was attached to the Genealogical
Section of the Race and Resettlement Office in occupied Poland.
WORLD WAR II
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August 1, Thursday: The US Navy established an Alaskan Sector as a military command within the 13nth Naval
District.
Within a couple of weeks after Soviet occupation of the Baltic states of Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania on this
day, almost the entire intelligentsia of these countries would be purged.
WORLD WAR II

August 2, Friday: The Soviet Union created the Moldavian Soviet Socialist Republic in lands it had taken from
Romania in June.
A French military court in Clermont-Ferrand condemned General Charles de Gaulle to death for desertion.
(First, however, they’d need to catch him.)
WORLD WAR II
Omnipotent Chair for bass and percussion by Lou Harrison was performed for the initial time, at Mills College,
Oakland.
August 3, Saturday-19, Monday: Italy began its occupation of British Somaliland in East Africa.
WORLD WAR II
August 5, Monday: Italian troops captured Hargeysa in British Somaliland.
Great Britain recognized the Polish government-in-exile in London.
Incidental music to O’Neill’s play The Emperor Jones by Colin McPhee was performed for the first time, in
Westport, Connecticut.
The United States and France reached an understanding (Green-Slade-Robert Agreement) as to the status of
French warships and aircraft in the French West Indies.
WORLD WAR II

August 6, Tuesday: Harry S Truman won the Democratic senatorial primary election (he obtained 268,557 votes,
Lloyd Stark 260,581, and Maurice Milliagn 127,363).
Italian forces captured Oodweyne in British Somaliland.
Estonia was officially annexed by the USSR.
WORLD WAR II
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August 7, Wednesday: The Egyptian vessel Mohamed Ali El-Kabir f 7,289 tons, requisitioned by the British
Government and converted to a troop transport, left Avonmouth enroute to Gibraltar carrying a complement
of 895 naval and military personnel including 163 crew, 26 officers, and 706 other ranks, many from the 706th
General Construction Company of the Royal Engineers.
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Off the coast of Ireland it was torpedoed at 19:56 hours by Leutenant Henrich Liebe’s U38 and sank in an hour
and a half.

Its escort, the destroyer HMS Griffin, was able to rescued most of the troops and crew that had survived,
but 156 died. Two weeks later 33 of the bodies would wash up on the shore of Donegal.42
WORLD WAR II

42. At a first order of approximation there seems to be a remarkable similarity between fighting at sea and feeding fish.
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August 11, Sunday: In a German raid on Weymouth and Portland 70 planes were destroyed.
WORLD WAR II

August 12, Monday: After travelling through occupied France, Spain, and Portugal, Virgil Thomson boarded a ship in
Lisbon bound for the United States.
In a German raid on Portsmouth and the southern airfields 53 planes were destroyed.
WORLD WAR II
Because of the incapacitation of President Jaime Gerardo Roberto Marcelino Ortiz Lizardi, Ramón S. Castillo
Barrionuevo took over as acting President of Argentina.

August 13, Tuesday: The beginning of a German bombing offensive by the Luftwaffe against airfields and factories in
England (“The Day of the Eagle”), with attacks upon the RAF Fighter Command’s aircraft, airfields, and
installations. On this day 1,485 planes flew 2,500 sorties against the Royal Air Force and 58 planes went down.
WORLD WAR II
August 15, Thursday: The Luftwaffe sent 940 planes against southern England, including a bomb attack on Tyneside.
109 German planes went down.
British forces withdrew from Tug Argan British Somaliland in the face of an Italian attack.
WORLD WAR II
Arthur Honegger, in Saint-Hilaire-sur-Garonne, wrote to Paul Sacher that he was not being allowed to leave
the area but hoped to get to Switzerland during the following month.
Rear Admiral R.L. Ghormley, the Assistant Chief of Naval Operations, Major General D.C. Emmons, and
Brigadier General G.V. Strong arrived in London for informal staff conversations with British officers.
The Naval Air Station of Miami, Florida was established.
August 16, Friday: The Germans flew 2,491 sorties over Britain, losing 66 planes.
The Royal Air Force bombed Milan.
WORLD WAR II
The Vichy government prohibited “aliens” (that is to say, Jews) from working as physicians, dentists, or
pharmacists (this rule would be applied in the colonies as well).
ANTISEMITISM
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August 17, Saturday: President Franklin Delano Roosevelt met with Canadian Prime Minister Mackenzie King at
Ogdensburg to discuss the defense of North America.
Führer Adolf Hitler declared a blockade of the British Isles. However, the German air force needed to reduce
the extent of its daily attacks on Britain.
WORLD WAR II
Part I of Ancient Desert Drone for orchestra by Henry Cowell was performed for the first time, in Saugerties,
New York.
“But there is something else I believe, and that is that
there is a God ... and this God again has blessed our
efforts during the past 13 years.”
— Adolf Hitler, February 24, 1940
WORLD WAR II
GERMANY

August 18, Sunday: At Ogdensburg, New York, President Franklin Delano Roosevelt and Canadian Prime Minister
Mackenzie King signed an Agreement creating a Permanent Joint Board for the Defense of the United States
and Canada.
WORLD WAR II
August 19, Monday: A blissful respite: for the 1st time since “Day of the Eagle” in the Battle of Britain, there was no
German airplane in the sky above Britain.
Drederik Bisordi committed suicide by jumping off the Golden Gate Bridge.
The British completed the evacuation of 5,700 men from Berbera as Italian soldiers entered the city, thus
ending their Somaliland campaign.
WORLD WAR II
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August 20, Tuesday: Italian bombers attacked Gibraltar.
Praising the pilots of the Royal Air Force in the Battle of Britain, Prime Minister Churchill observed that
“Never in the field of human conflict was so much owed by so many to so few.”

Former Red Army commander Lev Trotsky was mortally injured near Mexico City by a Stalinist agent
wielding a mountain ax. He would soon die and the Stalinist, Roman Mercador del Rio, would receive a 20year sentence.
WORLD WAR II
August 22, Thursday: James Forrestal of New York became the 1st Under-Secretary of the Navy.
WORLD WAR II
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August 23, Friday: Beginning this day, German planes (1,000 per day on average) would bomb England every day for
3 weeks. One of these bombers accidentally bombed London proper, killing 9 civilians.
WORLD WAR II

August 23/24: The German Luftwaffe carried out an all-night bombing raid on central London, beginning the Blitz.
WORLD WAR II
August 25, Sunday: An off-course British bomber accidentally dropped bombs on the center of Berlin.
GERMANY
Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania ratified their incorporation into the USSR.
WORLD WAR II

August 26, Monday: The German Luftwaffe attacked Portsmouth and the southern airfields.
76 RAF planes were destroyed.
A Free-French administration took over from the former Vichy government of Chad in French Equatorial
Africa.
WORLD WAR II

August 27, Tuesday: The government in Vichy repealed French laws against race hatred.
Serenata from Serestas, a cycle for voice and piano by Heitor Villa-Lobos, was performed for the first time.
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt signed a joint resolution authorizing him to call Army Reserve
components and National Guard into Federal service for 1 year.
WORLD WAR II
August 28, Wednesday: Free-French administrations took over from the former Vichy governments of French
Cameroun, Middle Congo, and the Ubangi-Shari territory.
The Royal Air Force again dropped bombs accidentally on Berlin. Six people were killed.
50 German planes were lost in attacks over Britain, including during a night raid on Liverpool.
WORLD WAR II

August 29, Thursday: The Germans lost 26 planes in raids over Britain.
WORLD WAR II
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August 30, Friday: Germany mediated a territorial dispute in the Balkans in the Second Vienna Award. Transylvania
was transferred from Romania to Hungary (42,492 square kilometers with a population of 2,500,000).
Bulgaria received southern Dobruja.
Slovakia issued an order for the registration of all Jewish property.
800 German aircraft attacked Royal Air Force airfields by day. In this day’s action 62 planes were destroyed
on the ground. During the night, German planes dropped incendiary bombs on London.
France consented to Japanese military occupation of the ports, airfields, and railroads of northern Indochina.
WORLD WAR II
August 31, Saturday: German air forces attacked British airfields, destroying 80 planes on the ground.
Seán Lester of Ireland replaced Joseph Louis Anne Avenol of France as Secretary-General of the League of
Nations.
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt called 60,000 National Guardsmen into Federal service.
WORLD WAR II
The FBI created a Disaster Squad, to assist civilian authorities in identifying persons who died in a Virginia
plane crash.
September 1, Sunday: German planes attacked British airfields.
Italian forces captured Buna, Kenya.
WORLD WAR II
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SEPTEMBER 1940
September 2, Monday: German planes attacked the southern airfields of Britain by day, and London by night.
In violation of specific American laws and as a departure from the requirements of neutrality, President
Franklin Delano Roosevelt exchanged 50 United States destroyers for leases on British bases in the Caribbean
and in Newfoundland.
WORLD WAR II
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September 3, Tuesday: Führer Adolf Hitler planned Operation Sealion (the invasion of Britain).
Pieter Sjoerd Gerbrandy replaced Dirk Jan de Geer as Prime Minister of the Netherlands government-in-exile,
in London.
German planes attacked the southern British airfields.
A law was passed by the Slovak Parliament empowering the government to expropriate the rights, wealth,
and property of Jews.
The Four Temperaments, a ballet by Paul Hindemith, was performed for the first time in a concert setting,
in Boston.
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt announced his “Destroyers for Bases” executive agreement with Great
Britain: the United States was to give Great Britain 50 destroyers in return for 99-year leases on bases in the
Bahamas, Antigua, St. Lucia, Trinidad, Jamaica, and British Guiana.

WORLD WAR II
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September 4, Wednesday: A Free French administration took over in French Oceania.
German planes attacked British airfields, and an aircraft factory at Weybridge.
The CBS Color Television System was demonstrated to the public for the first time, from the Chrysler Building
in New York.
The America First Committee was established by a law student at Yale University. Its goal was to keep the
United States out of World War II.
WORLD WAR II

September 5, Thursday: Conservative nationalist Ion Antonescu replaced Ion Gigurtu as prime minister of Romania
and assumed dictatorial powers.
German planes attacked British airfields.
The Nürnberg Laws, reducing Jews to 2d-class citizens, were introduced in Luxembourg.
Occupation forces seized all Jewish-owned businesses.
WORLD WAR II
September 6, Friday: The 1st 8 destroyers were transferred to Britain under “Destroyers for Bases” agreement.
German planes attacked British airfields, and an aircraft factory at Brooklands (268 planes total were
destroyed during the initial six days of September).
King Karol I of Romania fled the country. Former King Mihai I resumed the throne.
The first batch of the 50 obsolescent US destroyers were handed over to the British at Halifax, Nova Scotia.
WORLD WAR II

September 7, Saturday: Bulgarian-Rumanian agreement ceding the Dobrudja to Bulgaria signed at Craiova, Bulgaria.
The German blitz against England began as the Luftwaffe abandoned airfield bombing and sent 300 bombers
and 600 fighters in daytime raids against London. They lost 69 planes, and killed 448 people on the ground.
The attack resumed during the night.
Concerto for small orchestra by David Diamond was performed for the first time, in Saratoga, New York.
WORLD WAR II
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September 8, Sunday: 200 German planes attacked London electricity station and railway lines (109 of them went
down).
WORLD WAR II

September 9, Monday: The administration of French India claimed allegiance to Free France.
200 German bombers were sent over London (47 planes were lost).
Francis Poulenc arrived back in Paris from Brive-la-Gaillarde (he made the trip on a cattle train).
The US Navy awarded contracts for 210 ships, including 12 aircraft carriers and 7 battleships.
Germany warned that all ships in war zones prescribed by Axis would be subject to attack “regardless of
nationality.”
WORLD WAR II
September 11, Wednesday: German planes attacked London and Southampton. Among the buildings hit was
Buckingham Palace. 54 of the planes were lost.
At Dartmouth College, during a meeting of the American Mathematical Society, Dr. George Stibitz sent
problems to the Complex Number Calculator in New York by teletype and received results in the same manner
(this amounted to the initial instance of remote operation of an electrical digital computer). The mechanism
utilized had been devised during the previous January by Stibitz and Samuel Williams of Bell Laboratories.
Malambo op.7 for piano by Alberto Ginastera was performed for the first time, in Montevideo.
WORLD WAR II

September 12, Thursday: The cave paintings of Lescaux were discovered by 5 schoolboys near Montignac, France
(these paintings date to 15,000 BCE).
German planes attacked Liverpool, Swansea, and Bristol. London was struck by night.
WORLD WAR II
September 13, Friday: The Silly Little Mouse, a film with music by Dmitri Shostakovich, was shown for the first time.
Italian forces moved across the border from Libya into Egypt and occupied Sollum (Salûm). Italian forces
advanced into Kenya.
A few minutes after the British royal family returned to Buckingham Palace, a German bomb exploded 75
meters from the king and queen. They were unhurt. The Queen remarked, “I’m glad we’ve been bombed. It
makes me feel I can look the East End in the face.”
WORLD WAR II
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“The pachinko ball doesn’t want to plonk into
the plastic tub before it has accomplished
some sort of trajectory.”
—

September 14, Saturday: Romania was proclaimed a “National Legionary State” with the Iron Guard as the only legal
party.
After a 2-day lull, daytime attacks on London resumed (the night attacks had been continuous). 28 German
planes were lost.
The United States of America instituted the first peacetime conscription in its history.
WORLD WAR II

September 15, Sunday: The German Luftwaffe staged massive air raids (230 bombers and 700 fighters) on London,
Southampton, Bristol, Cardiff, Liverpool, and Manchester. 89 planes were lost.
The Soviet Union began to conscript men aged 19-20. Canada began to conscript single men aged 21-24.
Paul Hindemith took up residence in New Haven, Connecticut, where he would be teaching at Yale University.
WORLD WAR II
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September 16, Monday: British carrier planes attacked Benghazi, Libya.
WORLD WAR II
The Daniel Chester French postage stamp was issued.

The United States military conscription bill, the Selective Training and Service Act of 1940, was signed by
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt, creating this country’s initial peacetime draft and formally establishing
a Selective Service System as an independent Federal agency.43
WORLD WAR II

All males 21-36 were required to register for the draft. The FBI became responsible for locating draft evaders
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and deserters. Conscientious objectors were allegedly to be exempted on the basis of training and belief.

OHNE MICH!
For the first time they would be required to serve their country doing “work of national importance under
civilian direction.” This was to be the case regardless of whether the person in question was a citizen of the
state of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations and as such protected from all such conscription ever since
the 17th Century by Rhode Island’s charter of religious liberty of conscience, a charter that had never before
been gainsaid.

43. Don’t you feel so much safer? What if they gave a war and nobody came?
Please notice that there’s an important difference, in these files, for the period of the 1930s and 1940s. The important difference is
that, during the lengthy regime of President FDR, there’s absolutely no mention at the national level of the Southern Democrat
practice of the lynching of black Americans. During the FDR regime, these lynchings would be going on entirely uninterrupted, and
the federal executive branch would be sponsoring zero zip nada niente anti-lynching legislation. Roosevelt was a Democrat, and it
was an uneasy alliance between “liberal” Northern Democrats and “conservative” Southern Democrats that, election after election,
was keeping him in power. For him to have supported anti-lynching legislation would have been for him to have split his support
base, which was made up in roughly equal parts of white Northerners who did not much care what was happening to black
Americans down south, and white Southerners who cared not at all that bad things would occasionally happen to the “uppity” among
their black neighbors. (How do we know this? –We know this because FDR himself clearly explained his situation to the NAACP’s
Walter White: saving the lives of these black men would cost him more, in terms of support, than their lives were worth to him.)
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MILITARY CONSCRIPTION
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September 17, Tuesday: The Germans ordered the expropriation of all Polish property owned by Poles who had fled
the country, or by Jews.
Führer Adolf Hitler ordered the establishment of a Special Action Team for Art, designed for the effective
plunder of the artworks of occupied territories.
Führer Adolf Hitler ordered his high command to postpone German invasion of England.
Italian forces reached Sîdi Barrâni, Egypt, west of Alexandria.
A filmed version of the musical Strike Up the Band with music by George Gershwin was released.
The British City Lines passenger liner City of Benares of 11,000 tons (Captain Landles Nicoll) was carrying
approximately 500 passengers to a new life in Canada when it was torpedoed by Heinrich Bleichrodt’s German
U48 while 600 miles and 5 days out from Liverpool. A total of 325 drowned including 77 of the 99 children
on board. Many survivors would be picked up by the destroyer HMS Hurricane.

This tragedy ended the British Government’s Children’s Overseas Resettlement Scheme in which 1,530
children had been sent to Canada, 577 to Australia, 353 to South Africa, and 202 to New Zealand, plus another
838 to the United States by the American Committee in London.44
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(During August 1940 the Dutch liner Vollendam had been likewise torpedoed and sunk off Ireland but in that
case the 321 children on board had been saved. The HMS Hurricane would be lost on December 24, 1943
to U-boat U415. U48 would survive the war to get scuttled on May 3, 1945.)
WORLD WAR II
September 18, Wednesday: Senator Harry S Truman’s Wheeler-Truman Transportation Act of 1940 was signed by
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt.

The Italian advance in Egypt was halted.
The Luftwaffe bombed London by day, losing 31 planes.
WORLD WAR II
September 19, Thursday: An administration loyal to free France took over in New Caledonia.
Over the next week, the Germans would stage minor air raids on Britain. 81 planes would be destroyed.
WORLD WAR II
September 20, Friday: The Belgian government-in-exile moved from Vichy to London.
WORLD WAR II

44. At a first order of approximation there seems to be a remarkable similarity between fighting at sea and feeding fish.
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September 22, Sunday: The Hanoi Convention was concluded. Japan agreed to respect French interests in the Far East
in return for the Japanese military being allowed use of French facilities in Indochina, such as for instance
airfields. Within hours, Japan would introduce troops into the area. From this point until 1945, the Japanese
would be in control of Vietnam.
WORLD WAR II

READ THE FULL TEXT
September 23, Monday: British and Free French forces attacked Dakar, Senegal.
The Royal Air Force bombed Berlin.
SS Commander Heinrich Himmler ordered that all gold fillings be removed from concentration camp inmates
and delivered to the SS account at the Reichsbank.
ANTISEMITISM
WORLD WAR II
September 24, Tuesday: The US Defense Communications Board was established.
Jud süss, a film warning gentiles about the “evils of the Jewish race,” opened in cinemas throughout Germany
and occupied Europe.
Marshal Henri-Philippe Petain of France shook hands with Führer Adolf Hitler on a deal to turn over French
Jews to his Third Reich for “handling.”
WORLD WAR II
ANTISEMITISM

September 25, Wednesday: British and Free French forces were driven away from Dakar, Senegal by Vichy defenders.
Over the following week, the German Luftwaffe would be staging daily attacks on Britain, mostly of its
aircraft factories. 225 planes would be lost.
Norwegian Nazi Josef Terboven deposed King Haakon VII in absentia and set up a Council of State consisting
entirely of Nazi sympathizers. Vidkun Quisling was named as the head of the new government. This act
instantly created a Norwegian resistance movement.
WORLD WAR II
September 26, Thursday, 10PM: Walter Benjamin died in a border internment camp after a failed attempt to flee from
Vichy/German antisemitism across the Pyrenees into Spain — apparently of a self-administered overdose of
morphine.
WORLD WAR II
ANTISEMITISM
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“A Klee painting named ‘Angelus Novus’ shows an angel
looking as though he is about to move away from
something he is fixedly contemplating. His eyes are
staring, his mouth is open, his wings are spread.
This is how one pictures the angel of history. His face
is turned towards the past. Where we perceive a chain
of events, he sees one single catastrophe which keeps
piling wreckage upon wreckage and hurls it in front of
his feet. The angel would like to stay, awaken the dead,
and make whole what has been smashed. But a storm is
blowing from Paradise; it has got caught in his wings
with such violence that the angel can no longer close
them. This storm irresistibly propels him into the
future to which his back is turned, while the pile of
debris before him grows skyward. This storm is what we
call progress.”
— Walter Benjamin’s description of Paul Klee’s
1920 painting “Angelus Novus,” often termed
“the Angel of History” (Benjamin owned this
painting) from his THESEN ÜBER DEN BEGRIFF DER
GESCHICHTE (THESES ON THE PHILOSOPHY OF HISTORY), 1940
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September 27, Friday: At Berlin, Germany, Italy, and Japan signed a “Tripartite Pact,” a 10-year military/economic
pledge of alliance, in which they promised to defend each other against US attacks. The pact formally
established the Axis alliance. Designed to keep America neutral, the pact would turn out to have quite an
opposite effect, effectively increasing interventionist sentiment in America.
ADOLF HITLER

READ THE FULL TEXT
Commander Arthur McCollum would grasp that this tripartite pact of mutual defense might be transformed
into a grave strategic error on the part of Germany, in that it might present the USA with an opportunity to get
into a shooting war against Germany, by way of a declaration of war by Japan that would force Germany,
in honor of its mutual-defense pact, to also declare war upon us. It would only take him a couple of weeks to
figure this out in detail, using Japan as a mere pawn and providing our government with a way to get past not
only the ineffectual American pacifists and peacemongers, but also the immensely popular isolationist
sentiment. On October 7, 1940
he would lay this out in a memo, the eight successive steps of which
would be most carefully and successfully implemented by our Commander-in-Chief.
In occupied France, Jews were required to carry special identity cards. Jewish shopkeepers were required to
advertise their Jewishness, by means of signs in their windows.
ANTISEMITISM
Hans-Joachim Hinrichsen, of the Jewish family which formerly owned C.F. Peters music publishers, died of
typhoid fever in a French internment camp in Perpignan. After getting his parents out of Germany, he himself
had escaped to Belgium, which he had fled during the German invasion. He had been arrested on his way to
Spain. At the point of his death he had reached 31 years of age.
WORLD WAR II
September 28, Saturday: The works of 842 authors were ordered removed from French bookshelves.
Führer Adolf Hitler ordered that the economy of Germany be redirected toward an invasion of the Soviet
Union.
WORLD WAR II
September 29, Sunday: The Midway Detachment of the Fleet Marine Force arrived at Midway Island.
WORLD WAR II
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FALL 1940
Fall:

The Japanese were dropping paper bags filled with plague-infested fleas over the cities of Ningbo and Quzhou
in the Zhejiang province of China. Other attacks would involve the contaminating of wells and the distribution
of poisoned foods.
GERM WARFARE

During this year President Franklin Delano Roosevelt had ordered the US Pacific Fleet from the West Coast
to the Hawaiian Islands and then, overriding complaints by its commander, Admiral Richardson, that our naval
exercises had indicated that there was inherently inadequate protection at the Pearl Harbor base on Oahu
against air attack by carrier-based enemy attack aircraft, and no protection whatever against torpedo attack
from submarines, ordered our Pacific fleet to remain stationed there. After twice evading these strange and
dangerous orders, which made it seem as if someone in our nation’s puzzle palace were determined to place
the American vessels in harm’s way, during this fall Richardson raised the issue personally with the President.

Soon afterward, he would get his ass replaced. (His successor, Admiral Husband E. Kimmel, would also bring
up this issue of unnecessarily placing our capital ships in harm’s way, with the Commander-in-Chief in June
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1941, and he also would get exactly nowhere with Roosevelt.)
WORLD WAR II

Just Do As You Are Told
Says The President
Of The United States
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NOBODY COULD GUESS WHAT WOULD HAPPEN NEXT

World War II

“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project
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OCTOBER 1940
October 2, Wednesday: Governor Ludwig Fischer of Warsaw ordered the beginning of the transfer of Jews into a
ghetto. This order would not be made public until October 14th.
ANTISEMITISM
WORLD WAR II

October 3, Thursday: All Jews in Warsaw were ordered to move to the predominantly Jewish district of the city, which
was to be walled in. The 100,000 Poles living there were required to move out (once the ghetto was created,
400,000 people would be living where 250,000 people had previously lived).
ANTISEMITISM
The Vichy government issued the Jewish Statute defining a Jew along Nürnberg lines, and denying them any
government employment.
WORLD WAR II

October 4, Friday: Large numbers of foreign-born Jews were arrested in Vichy France and held in camps.
ANTISEMITISM
A 2d revision of Orpheus by Carl Orff to a translation of Striggio by Günther, was performed for the initial
time, in Dresden.
WORLD WAR II
October 5, Saturday: El Renacuajo Paseador, a ballet pantomime for marionettes by Silvestre Revueltas was
performed for the first time, in Mexico City. At the same time, the composer was found unconscious on a street
in the city and taken to the home of his doctor.
The Luftwaffe resumed daylight bombing raids over Kent and toward Southampton, losing 20 fighter planes
and 2 bombers (the British lost 2 RAF pilots and 9 planes). Fuhrer Adolf Hitler ordered the suspension of
German daylight raids on Britain, but night raids were intensified. That night there was widespread bombing
including the Portland Naval Base. On the Thames in the East End of London, bombs started a large
conflagration at West India Dock.
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In the Atlantic Ocean 20 miles south of Cadiz, the Italian submarine Nani sank the British armed boarding
trawler HMT Kingston Sapphire. In the Adriatic Sea 10 miles off Bari, Lieutenant Commander Browne
rammed the submarine HMS Regent into the Italian steamer Maria Grazia. In the Bay of Biscay the submarine
HMS Tigris attacked an Italian submersible (possibly the Otario) but was unable to damage it.
The US Secretary of the Navy placed Organized Naval Reserves on short notice for call to active duty.
The National Service Board for Religious Conscientious Objectors was formed by the three “peace churches,”
the Religious Society of Friends (Quakers), the Church of the Brethren, and the Mennonites, to handle
relations between their COs and the government.45
WORLD WAR II
October 6, Sunday: At 12:10AM, Silvestre Revueltas died in Mexico City of bronchial pneumonia and the cumulative
effects of alcoholism at the age of 40. The oration at his funeral would be written and performed by Pablo
Neruda.
King Karol II of Romania abdicated in favor of his son Mihai.
WORLD WAR II
October 7, Monday: The German army moved into Rumania, seizing oil fields.
Henryk Lutoslawski, brother of Witold, a Polish prisoner of war, died in the labor camps of northeast Siberia.
A US Navy analyst, Commander Arthur MCCollum, wrote an 8-point memo about how to force Japan into
declaring war upon the USA, so that then Germany would be forced to honor its tripartite mutual-defence pact
of September 27, 1940
and declare war upon the USA — so that we could get past our peacemongers
and our isolationists and get ourselves into a shooting war — against Germany. Japan would be the pawn.
Eventually, all eight of McCollum’s recommendations would be accomplished by our Commander-in-Chief.
WORLD WAR II

October 8, Tuesday: Under German pressure, the Hungarian government instituted further anti-Semitic laws.
Béla Bartók and his wife gave their farewell performance at the Budapest Academy of Music, a few days
before they departed from Hungary.
The Unites States advised its citizens to leave the Far East.
Japan protested the United States embargo on aviation gasoline and scrap metal.
WORLD WAR II

45. During the five years of WWII, Calhoun D. Geiger would chose classification as a “CO” and perform Civilian Public Service
in, for example, the Eastern State Hospital of Williamsburg, Virginia.
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October 10, Thursday: The Romanian government permitted German troops into the country.
Virgil Thomson was hired as music critic for the New York Herald Tribune.
A mulatto man, Fulgencio Batista Zaldívar, became president, or dictator, of Cuba.
WORLD WAR II
October 11, Friday: German planes attacked Liverpool.
German bombs hit Center Court, Wimbledon causing extensive damage but no injuries.
Symphony in C op.46 by Hans Pfitzner was performed for the initial time, in Frankfurt-am-Main.
WORLD WAR II
October 12, Saturday: Béla Bartók and his wife departed from Budapest heading for Lisbon and then America. He
would never again see Hungary.
Igor Stravinsky viewed a screening of Fantasia at the Disney Studios in Los Angeles and was not entirely
unhappy.
Führer Adolf Hitler decided to postpone the German “Operation Sealion” cross-channel invasion of the British
Isles until Spring 1941.
WORLD WAR II
October 15, Tuesday: Naval Air Station – Jacksonville, Florida was established.
In very heavy bombing of London, 400 people were killed. During the attack a high-explosive bomb quite
obliterated Morley College. Later this month, at a nearby school, its newly appointed Director of Music,
Michael Tippett, would begin choir rehearsal.
WORLD WAR II
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October 16, Wednesday: Tres Piezas op.6 for piano by Alberto Ginastera was performed for the initial time, in
Montevideo.
This was “Registration Day” for the 1st peacetime draft in US history. Over 16,000,000 American men lined
up as demanded by the Selective Training and Service Act. The Union 8, eight seminarians of the Union
Theology Seminary in Manhattan, young men who anyway would be immune to the draft, refused to register
and were taken into custody. Among them were Dave Dellinger and George Houser.

CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE
MILITARY CONSCRIPTION

WORLD WAR II
October 18, Friday: New laws in Vichy France barred Jews from public service or decision-making positions in
industry and media.
ANTISEMITISM
Registration of Jewish-owned businesses began in German-occupied France.
WORLD WAR II
October 22, Tuesday: Jewish businesses in the Netherlands were required to register.
ANTISEMITISM
The Germans expelled 7,000 Jews from Germany into Vichy France.
The Canadian destroyer HMCS Margaree, a vessel of 1,375 tons that had been built at Hebburn-on-Tyne as
the HMS Diana and then transferred to the Royal Canadian Navy, was escorting Convoy OL-8 from Liverpool
into the North Atlantic when west of Ireland it collided with the freighter Port Fairy and sank. 142 died. Many
of those who drowned at this point were survivors of the sinking of the destroyer HMCS Fraser, which had
collided with the British cruiser Calcutta during the evacuation from Dunkirk.46
TIMELINE OF ACCIDENTS

US Naval Squadron 40-T under Rear Admiral D.M. LeBreton, operating in the western Mediterranean area,
was disbanded.
WORLD WAR II
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October 23, Wednesday: Japan delivered a one-year notice of its abrogation of North Pacific Sealing Convention of
1911.
At Hendaye, where the French-Spanish border meets the Bay of Biscay, Der Führer Adolf Hitler attempted to
persuade El Caudillo Francisco Franco to bring Falangist Spain to join with Germany in this world war — but
the Generalissimo would have none of it. Maybe next time?
WORLD WAR II
October 24, Thursday: Führer Adolf Hitler met Marshal Petain at Montoire, north of Tours, but was unable to persuade
him to enter into an alliance with Germany. Maybe next time?
Meanwhile, a Belgian government-in-exile was constituted in London.
Pursuant to the Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938, a 40-hour workweek went into effect in the United States.
First Symphony by John Alden Carpenter was performed for the initial time, in Chicago, to celebrate the 50th
anniversary of the Chicago Symphony Orchestra (this was an almost complete revision of his Symphony no.1
“Sermons in Stone”).
WORLD WAR II
October 26, Saturday: Soviet troops occupied Romanian islands at the mouth of the Danube.
As the composer, his wife and child reached Paris from Saint-Hilaire-sur-Garonne, Nicolas de flue, a dramatic
oratorio by Arthur Honegger to words of de Rougemont, was performed for the first time in a concert setting,
in Solothurn.
WORLD WAR II

October 27, Sunday: General Charles de Gaulle set up the Empire Defense Council in Brazzaville, inviting all French
overseas possessions to join.
WORLD WAR II

46. At a first order of approximation there seems to be a remarkable similarity between fighting at sea and feeding fish.
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October 28, Monday: Henry J. Flexenshar committed suicide by jumping off the Golden Gate Bridge.
Iannis Xenakis passed his entrance examination to the Polytechnic School in Athens.
Decrees were proclaimed in Belgium for the registration of all Jews, as part of barring Jews from having any
positions in government, law, teaching, newspaper editing, or broadcasting.
Igor Stravinsky signed a contract with Walt Disney to use The Firebird, Renard, and Fireworks in future
Disney films in return for $1,500 (the corporation would never use this music).
By bombing Patras and invading Greece prior to the expiration of an ultimatum, Italy created a state of war.
Greece invoked British guarantees and the Churchill government agreed to honor them.
WORLD WAR II
October 30, Wednesday: String Quartet no.10 by Darius Milhaud was performed for the initial time, at the Library of
Congress in Washington DC. He was awarded the Coolidge Medal.
American Creed for orchestra by Roy Harris was performed for the initial time, in Orchestral Hall, Chicago.
On the day that compulsory conscription began, President Franklin Delano Roosevelt was campaigning in
Boston. He declared: “I have said this before, but I shall say it again and again and again: Your boys are not
going to be sent into any foreign wars.”

Boys who were not sent into any foreign wars
Those who were up front and observing this event very carefully were able to detect that FDR’s lips were
moving. Few, however, as yet understood what that meant.
WORLD WAR II
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He didn’t assert that what he was saying to us was what we thought we were hearing. He simply asserted that
what he was saying to us, he was going to say to us again and again and again: “Your boys are not going to be
sent into any foreign wars.” What we thought we were hearing was that our boys were not going to be sent
overseas to fight a war. But that wasn’t what he was saying. What he was saying was that he was indeed going
to send our boys overseas to fight a war overseas, but that this war was going to be a war in which the United
States of America was fighting — that sort of war, although it might be fought on foreign soil, was by his
definition simply not a “foreign” war. It was, instead, by his definition, a US war. He wasn’t misleading us, we
were misleading us. Too bad for us.
Or maybe, by “boys” he meant males of perhaps the age of 11 or 12 or 13 — understanding that once a redblooded American lad has reached the age of consent and become overeager to go overseas and have
adventures and kill somebody he’s never even met, he doesn’t much like being referred to as a “boy” anymore?
As a paralyzed man, the president had few pleasures. The thingie that was left to him, that he exulted in more
than anything else in the world –more even than his bridge games– was manipulating people to do something
that they should not want to do because it was not in their interest. This was the big thrill he still had in his
quiver. (And you suppose that Bill “Big Dog” Clinton, with his nooners and his “It depends on what the
meaning of ‘is’ is,” was a sharpie!)
October 31, Thursday: British forces occupied Crete.
WORLD WAR II
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NOVEMBER 1940
November 1, Friday: President Franklin Delano Roosevelt was campaigning in Brooklyn when he declared: “I am
fighting to keep our people out of foreign wars. And I will keep on fighting.”47
WORLD WAR II

What a lying sack of shit he was. (What stupid sacks of shit we were, to ever allow anyone to get away with
saying to us that they are fighting not to fight — as if there actually were something like killing not to kill,
lying not to lie, fucking not to fuck, stealing not to steal, etc.)
The US’s Atlantic Squadron was renamed Patrol Force, United States Fleet.
Naval Air Station, Alameda, California was established.

47. This statement was a dead giveaway as any fool could tell you, for whenever one takes it upon oneself to “fight not to fight” —
one’s obviously already in the mood for a fight, and precisely a fight is what one precisely is bound to get oneself into! One can no
more fight not to fight than one can rape not to rape, or murder not to murder, or eat one’s way out of a diet. Duh. So, the people
who say Roosevelt lied to us are being rather simpleminded, are they not? There’s no reason why we ever should have been
deceived! And, it seems to me, a person who conveniently buys into a lie told by another shares equivalent culpability with the liar
— yes we do have a moral obligation to be gentle as doves, but we also have a moral obligation to be cunning as serpents.
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November 2, Saturday: President Franklin Delano Roosevelt was campaigning in Rochester, New York when he
declared: “Your national government ... is equally a government of peace — a government that intends to
retain peace for the American people.”

What a lying sack of shit he was. (Onward to peace, through war! He conned us, stupid shits that we are.)
On this day he moved on to Buffalo, New York and assured the voters there as follows: “Your President says
this country is not going to war.”
WORLD WAR II

Lloyd Edward James committed suicide by jumping off the Golden Gate Bridge.
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November 3, Sunday: This was the first night since September 7th that no German bombs fell on Great Britain.
Incidental music to Anouilh’s play Leocadia by Francis Poulenc was performed for the first time, in Théâtre
Michodière, Paris.
Béla Bartók and his wife Ditta Pásztory gave their first recital since arriving in the United States, in Town Hall,
New York.
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt was campaigning in Cleveland, Ohio and again his lips moved: “The first
purpose of our foreign policy is to keep our country out of war.”
WORLD WAR II

(Our history books deal kindly with this man. They treat him as if he had been a man of honor, and worthy of
respect. The curious thing is, they do this even though their scholarly authors now have available a vast
collection of historical detail, demonstrating very clearly on the basis of things he himself was saying in private
at the same time, that he was a stone-cold liar and that his true objective was to take us into the world war by
any device that might conceivably be expedient.)
November 4, Monday: Mildred Gibbs committed suicide by jumping off the Golden Gate Bridge.
Spanish incorporation of international zone of Tangier.
WORLD WAR II
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November 5, Tuesday: President Franklin Delano Roosevelt was re-elected as US president.

Senator Harry S Truman won reelection to the Senate, with 930,773 votes (Manvel Davis received 886,376).
Originally built to carry emigrants to Australia, the Jervis Bay, an Aberdeen and Commonwealth 14,164-ton
liner, had been taken over by the British Admiralty in 1939 and converted into an armed merchant cruiser
having a crew of 254. This HMS Jervis Bay was the sole escort assigned to convoy HX-84 from Halifax to
Britain, consisting of 37 freighters. When the convoy was engaged by the German battleship Admiral Scheer,
to enable the convoy to escape the Jervis Bay had to take on the much larger and more powerful Scheer.
It took only 22 minutes of shelling, for Captain Fogarty Fegan and most of his officers to go under in their
blazing ship. Since the Scheer then sank 6 freighters of the convoy, a total of 438 died on that day in that
place.48

48. At a first order of approximation there seems to be a remarkable similarity between fighting at sea and feeding fish.
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56 floaters were rescued by Captain Sven Olander’s Swedish freighter Stureholm but 3 of these would die of
their wounds before getting back to Halifax. (Captain Fegan would posthumously receive a Victoria Cross.
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On December 11, 1940, U96 would sink the Stureholm and its crew would die. On April 9, 1945, while
anchored in Kiel, U96 would be sunk by the Royal Air Force.
WORLD WAR II
November 6, Wednesday: Italian forces reached Igoumenitsa in Greece.
Nadia Boulanger and Ignacy Paderewsi arrived at the port of New York aboard the Excambion from Portugal.
Symphony no.3 by Florence Price was performed for the first time, at the Detroit Institute of the Arts.
WORLD WAR II

November 7, Thursday: Free French troops landed at Libreville. Over the following week they would be gaining
control of French Equatorial Africa.
The Tacoma Narrows Bridge, a suspension bridge 1,810 meters long in the state of Washington, collapsed in
65 kph winds (this bridge had only been open since July 1st).
Symphony no.6 by Frederick S. Converse was performed for the first time, in Indianapolis.
Symphony in C by Igor Stravinsky, commissioned to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the Chicago Symphony
Orchestra, was performed for the first time, in Orchestra Hall, Chicago, under the baton of the composer.
WORLD WAR II
November 8, Friday: The 1st United States merchant vessel sunk in World War II: SS City of Rayville sank after hitting
a mine laid by a German raider off Cape Otway, Bass Strait, Australia.
Admiral Nomura was appointed Japanese Ambassador to the United States of America.
Greek troops pinned down the Italians in the Pindus Gorges, taking 5,000 prisoners.
Director J. Edgar Hoover directed his FBI’s New York office to begin an investigation into the private life of
Marc Blitzstein, because of communist activities.
The 2d and 3d movements of Roy Harris’ ballet Song of the West were performed for the first time, at Madison
College, Harrisonburg, Virginia.
Sonatine for organ, pedals alone op.11 by Vincent Persichetti was performed for the initial time, at the Arch
Street Presbyterian Church in Philadelphia, by the composer.
WORLD WAR II
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November 9, Saturday: Anton Webern wrote to the Reichmusikkammer asking for a grant from the Künstlerdank, a
fund for musicians in financial difficulty. His music was not what they would have desired, but his son was a
Nazi so he would be granted the money.
Concierto de Aranjuez for guitar and orchestra by Joaquín Rodrigo was performed for the first time, in Palau
de la Música Catalana, Barcelona.
A suite from the ballet Billy the Kid by Aaron Copland was performed for the first time, at Radio City, New
York.
WORLD WAR II
November 10, Sunday/11, Monday/12, Tuesday: By the use of technically innovative shallow-draft torpedoes, 21
aged British planes crippled the Italian fleet, including 3 battleships, at its home port in the harbor of Taranto
in Southern Italy.
WORLD WAR II

November 11, Monday: British air forces attacked the home port of the Italian fleet at Taranto, east of Naples,
disabling half the vessels.
The initial official mass execution took place at Dachau concentration camp — 55 Polish intellectuals.
The Adventures of Korzinkina, a film with music by Dmitri Shostakovich, was shown for the 1st time.
WORLD WAR II
November 15, Friday: In Japan, Isoroku Yamamoto was promoted to full Admiral status. He had been trained as a
naval officer in the United States and would warn Prime Minister Fumimaro Konoe to avoid war with an
enemy having such a powerful navy: “If I am told to fight ... I shall run wild for the first six months ... but I
have utterly no confidence for the second or third year.”
Greeks broke through the Italian line around Mt. Morava.
WORLD WAR II
November 16, Saturday: The Warsaw ghetto was sealed off even though transfer of Jews in and Poles out was
incomplete. The ghetto covered 2.4% of the city’s land and contained 30% of the city’s population. The border
was 18 kilometers long and the wall 3 meters high.
Michael Tippett applied for provisional registration as a conscientious objector.
Violin Concerto by Aram Khachaturian was performed for the first time, in Moscow. Sergei Prokofiev and
Dmitri Shostakovich attended along with a host of Soviet musical luminaries. This was a tremendous success.
A British air raid on Hamburg in Germany killed 233 people.
WORLD WAR II
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November 17, Sunday: German bombs destroyed the Horsley Street wardrobe and scene store in Southeast London.
Scenery and costumes for the D’Oyly Carte Opera Company’s productions of The Sorcerer, HMS Pinafore,
Princess Ida, and Ruddigore were destroyed.
WORLD WAR II
November 19, Tuesday: Greek forces pushed the Italians back over the River Kulamas.
Switzerland dissolved the National Socialist Party for subversive activities.
WORLD WAR II

November 20, Wednesday: Paul Hindemith was awarded the Howland Memorial Prize by President Charles Seymour
of Yale University (this being the highest honor awarded by the university).
Kathleen L. Johnson committed suicide by jumping off the Golden Gate Bridge.
At Vienna, to the great dismay of Prime Minister Teleki’s more moderate followers, Hungary signed a protocol
of adherence to the Axis tripartite pact.
WORLD WAR II
November 21, Thursday: Die Walküre by Richard Wagner was performed for the initial time at the Bolshoi Theater in
Moscow in a production by Sergei Eisenstein. The audience included many important officials of the Soviet
and Nazi governments.
WORLD WAR II
Warren H. Dickinson committed suicide by jumping off the Golden Gate Bridge.
November 22, Friday: Jeune France was founded by Pierre Schaeffer and several others “to receive all artistic and
cultural projects and to provide work for young, unemployed artists...”
A suite from the ballet The Incredible Flutist by Walter Piston was performed for the first time, in Pittsburgh.
The Italian 9th Army was defeated by the Greeks, and Koritza (Korçë) in Albania was captured.
WORLD WAR II

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

WORLD WAR II

WWII

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE
November 23, Saturday: Piano Quintet op.57 by Dmitri Shostakovich was performed publicly for the first time, in the
Moscow Conservatory Malyi Hall, the composer at the keyboard. This work won Shostakovich a Stalin Prize.
La Coronela, a ballet by Silvestre Revueltas, was performed for the first time, in Mexico City.
At Vienna, Rumania signed a protocol of adherence to the Axis tripartite pact.Admiral W.D. Leahy USN
GERMANY
(Retired) was appointed Ambassador to France.
WORLD WAR II
November 24, Sunday: Four Irish Tales for piano and orchestra by Henry Cowell was performed for the first time, over
the airwaves of radio station WNYC, originating in New York, with the composer at the keyboard.
Music for the radio play The Dynasts after Hardy by Benjamin Britten was performed for the first time, over
the airwaves of the CBS radio network originating in New York.
Italian bombers from Libya attacked the British fleet at Alexandria, Egypt.
At Berlin, Slovakia signed a protocol of adherence to the Axis tripartite pact.
WORLD WAR II

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

WORLD WAR II

WWII

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE
November 25, Monday: Slovakian officials signed the Anti-Comintern Pact.
Columbia University conferred an honorary doctorate on Béla Bartók.
During September 1940 approximately 3,000 Jewish refugees from Vienna, Prague, and Danzig had been
attempting to reach Palestine. In a convoy of 4 river steamers, they had set out down the Danube and reached
the Romanian port of Tulcea, where they transferred to 3 Greek cargo vessels, the Atlantic, the Pacific, and the
Milos. Conditions were just terrible on board these ships. When the ships reached Palestinian waters, however,
the British Colonial Office refused these refugees permission to land. It would be decided to send them aboard
the liner SS Patria to a special camp to be built on, of all places, the island of Mauritius.

(Those afflicted with a long memory will recall the sad fate of the Huguenots who had been sent out from
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France in the 17th Century, allegedly to settle on an “Eden-island” in this group in the Indian Ocean.)

The Jews were being transferred directly from their cargo vessels to the Patria in the harbor, and the last of
the passengers from the Atlantic were coming on board — when a tremendous explosion ripped the liner apart.
In all, 267 refugees were killed. In war, mistakes happen. This explosion had been the work product of the
Haganah underground army, which had rather miscalculated the amount of explosives it would take to disable
this ship sufficiently to prevent it from leaving the port.
WORLD WAR II
November 26, Tuesday: Arthur Vincent Lourié got married with his 3d wife, Elisabeth, Countess BelevskayaZukovskaya, in Amélie-les Bains, in the eastern Pyrenees.
Piano Sonata no.6 by Sergei Prokofiev was performed for the initial time in a concert setting, at Moscow
Conservatory.
The Governor-General of the Belgian Congo declared that a state of war existed with Italy.
WORLD WAR II
November 27, Wednesday: The Romanian Iron Guard murdered 64 important politicians and generals including
former prime ministers Nicolae Iorga and Virgil Madgearu. Such murders would be continuing into January.
After teachers and students at Delft University protested the anti-Jewish laws, Germany shut down the
university and forbade its students to enroll elsewhere.
ANTISEMITISM
WORLD WAR II
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November 28, Thursday: The Eternal Jew, a film purporting to show the destruction wrought by Jews in history,
opened in Berlin.
ANTISEMITISM
GERMANY
La camera dei disegni, a ballet by Alfredo Casella, was performed for the initial time, in Rome.
WORLD WAR II
November 30, Saturday: A revised version of Klage der Ariadne by Carl Orff to his own translation of Rinuccini, was
performed for the initial time, in Gera. Also premiered was a revised version of Orff’s Tanz der Spröden to a
translation of Rinuccini by Günther.
The United States lent $50,000,000 to China for currency stabilization, and granted an additional $50,000,000
credit for purchase of supplies.
At Nanking, the Japanese signed a peace treaty with the Wang Ching-wei regime.
WORLD WAR II
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DECEMBER 1940
December: In one of his “fireside chats” on national radio, President Franklin Delano Roosevelt condemned Axis
aggression, insisting that its objective was no less than world domination. They were very different from us

good folks who had never lusted after world domination. He asked for military aid for Britain, which had
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likewise never lusted after world domination and was rapidly running out of money to buy ammo.

This was a man of principle, or, rather, this was a man of two principles. His first principle was utter
ruthlessness in getting his own way. His second principle was that a sufficiently grand end, such as for instance
winning, was sufficient to justify any means, such as endless slaughter. Behind the scenes, the President was
moving even closer to war. He secretly sent Harry Hopkins to London to plan an Anglo-American war against
Germany.
WORLD WAR II
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December 1, Sunday: The USA cracked the code system being used by the Japanese, giving it total access to all
intercepted communications between military commands. According to Captain Safford, chief of OP-20-G,
“By 1 December 1941 we had the code solved to a readable extent.” Churchill would write, in GRAND
ALLIANCE, that “From the end of 1940 the Americans had pierced the vital Japanese ciphers, and were
decoding large numbers of their military and diplomatic telegrams.”
Miguel Avila Camacho replaced Lázaro Cárdenas as president of Mexico.
Incidental music to Garcia Lorca’s play Blood Wedding by Otto Luening was performed for the initial time,
at Bennington College, Bennington, Vermont.
The headquarters for Alaskan units of the Coast Guard area were established at Ketchikan.
An auxiliary cruiser of 16,402 tons, formerly the passenger liner Montrose, which had been requisitioned as
an Armed Merchant Cruiser in 1939 and renamed HMS Forfar, was on its way under the command of Captain
N. Hardy to escort an incoming convoy when it was torpedoed west of Ireland by Leutnant-Commander Otto
Kretschmer’s U-boat U99. Badly damaged after 4 torpedo hits over a period of an hour, the Forfar would sink
at 4:50AM the following morning, taking 172 down. There would be only 18 survivors.49
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49. At a first order of approximation there seems to be a remarkable similarity between fighting at sea and feeding fish.
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(During the previous month this Leutnant-Commander Kretschmer had sunk two other AMCs, the Laurentic
and Patroclus. He was Germany’s top U-boat ace with 44 sinkings to his credit! He would be captured when
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U99 was sunk while attacking convoy HX-112 in March 1941, would survive the war, and in Germany’s
postwar navy would attain the rank of Admiral! He was, you see, an honorable man. Congratulations on being
a survivor, Otto! Yours was truly a life worth having! We’re glad you didn’t drown yourself!
WORLD WAR II
December 4: Greek troops entered Premeti (Përmet), Albania.
WORLD WAR II

December 6, Friday: Greek troops captured Sarandë, Albania.
Violin Concerto by Arnold Schoenberg was performed for the initial time, in Philadelphia.
A Japanese/Thai pact of amity was signed.
WORLD WAR II
December 8, Sunday: Greek troops captured Argyrocastro (Gjirokastër), Albania.
Four Romances on Poems by Pushkin op.45 for voice and piano by Dmitri Shostakovich were performed for
the initial time, in Polytechnic Museum Hall, Moscow, with the composer himself at the piano.
Queen’s Hall, London was damaged in an air raid. Nearly all the doors and windows were blown out.
The passenger ship SS Calabria of the British India S.N. Company (a 9,515-ton Italian ship that had been
captured by the British) was torpedoed by a U-boat while enroute from Freetown to Glasgow. All 130 crewmen
and all 230 Indian passengers were lost.
WORLD WAR II
December 9, Monday: When Allied (Britain-India-Australia) forces attacked Italian forces at Sîdi Barrâni, Egypt,
they easily overwhelmed the forward defenders and sent them into retreat.
Sextet for piano, flute, oboe, clarinet, bassoon and horn by Francis Poulenc was performed for the initial time,
in its “definitive” version, in the Salle Pleyel, Paris. Also premiered was Poulenc’s Ce doux petit visage for
voice and piano to words of Eluard.
Incidental music to Euripedes’ (translated by Hamilton) play The Trojan Women by Virgil Thomson was
performed for the initial time, in a radio broadcast.
WORLD WAR II
December 10, Tuesday: British troops took Sidi Barrâni, Egypt and cut the coast road at Buqbuq. In two days 20,000
Italian soldiers surrendered.
WORLD WAR II
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December 11, Wednesday: Advancing Allied troops took 14,000 Italian prisoners in Egypt.
WORLD WAR II
December 12, Thursday: Hungarian-Yugoslav treaty of friendship signed.
WORLD WAR II
December 15, Sunday: Kammersymphonie no.2 by Arnold Schoenberg was performed for the initial time, in Carnegie
Hall, New York.
Proprium missae in festo SS.Innocentium martyrum for female chorus by Ernst Krenek was performed for the
initial time, in the Vassar College Chapel, Poughkeepsie, New York.
A Red-Bird in a Green Tree, a folksong arrangement for chorus by Roy Harris was performed for the initial
time, at Western Kentucky State Teachers’ College, Bowling Green.
The vessel MV Salvador of Uruguayan registry was carrying 327 Bulgarian Jews from Constanza in Romania
who were desperately attempting to get to Palestine There were no cabins, bunks, or life-jackets for the Jews
on this vessel which had been built to carry only 30 to 40 passengers, and in fact all its passengers were forced
to remain upright all the time! Out of Istanbul, while crossing the Sea of Marmara, the dilapidated ship was
caught in a severe storm and sank. There were but 123 floaters, and 66 children were among those drowned.
ANTISEMITISM
WORLD WAR II
December 16, Monday: Charlie Chaplin’s film The Great Dictator was released in the United Kingdom.
WORLD WAR II

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

WORLD WAR II

WWII

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE
December 17, Tuesday: Rear Admiral E.J. King relieved Rear Admiral H. Ellis as Commander Patrol Force, United
States Fleet.
The Civilian Public Service camp system for US Conscientious Objectors was begun. The federal government
and the three peace churches would jointly establish 151 of these Civilian Public Service Camps across the
country, in which to inter legal conscientious objectors and thus keep them away from the general population.

OHNE MICH!
Filling out a Selective Service form, Francis Albert “Frank” Sinatra responded “To the best of my knowledge,
I have no physical or mental defects or diseases.” (When it would come time for him to be serve his country
in 1943, Old Blue Eyes would get himself classified “4F” on the basis of the fact that, at birth, he had been
found to have the left eardrum perforated, and on the basis of a fear of crowds and elevators.)

OHNE MICH!

The British recaptured Sollum. Allied troops advancing from Egypt reached the Libyan border.
Fino cristal for voice and piano by Joaquín Rodrigo to words of Rodríguez Pinto was performed for initial first
time, in Teatro de la Comedia, Madrid.
A patriotic song for chorus and orchestra, It’s a Grand Life If We Don’t Weaken, by Ernest MacMillan to words
of his sister Dorothy, was performed for the initial time, in Toronto.
The British destroyer HMS Acheron, while patrolling off the Isle of Wight, hit a mine and sank in minutes.
6 officers and 145 ratings died.50
There were 15 floaters.
WORLD WAR II
50. Isn’t is curious, the macabre way these statistics are routinely kept? The number of officer deaths gets cited, then the number
of “ratings” deaths? Imagine trying to say to a “rating” who is going down for the third time, “Look, fellow, you’re obviously taking
this pretty hard –it’s your death and all that– but can’t you at least derive some consolation from the fact that this would have been
a significantly greater loss to us, had you been an officer? God must have loved you enlisted types, he made so many of you.
Soon you will lose consciousness — and then you’ll be a mere nameless, painless statistic who has given your life for your country!
Don’t sweat it, it’s the way things are. Come on now, at least you can hum a bit from ‘There’ll always be an England’....”
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December 19, Thursday: President Kyösti Kallio of Finland dies and is succeeded by Prime Minister Risto Heikki
Ryti. Rudolf Walden becomes acting Prime Minister.
A decree in German-occupied France forbade Jews from engaging in any kind of business.
Purdue for orchestra by Henry Cowell was performed for the first time, in West Lafayette, Indiana.
Palmyra Island in the Pacific Ocean was placed under the control and jurisdiction of the US Secretary of the
Navy.
WORLD WAR II
December 20, Friday: New anti-Jewish laws were instituted in Bulgaria.
ANTISEMITISM
Six Choral Songs to be Sung in Time of War for unison chorus and piano by Ralph Vaughan Williams to words
of Shelley was performed for the first time, over the airwaves of the BBC.
In El Centro, California, 37-year-old Nathaniel West and his wife were killed in an automobile accident.
WORLD WAR II
December 21, Saturday: The Norwegian Supreme Court unanimously resigned rather than preside over Nazi justice.
F. Scott Fitzgerald died in Hollywood at the age of 44.
WORLD WAR II

December 23, Monday: Naval Air Station, Key West, Florida was established.
WORLD WAR II
December 24, Tuesday: A Law for the Protection of the Nation placed restrictions on Jews in Bulgaria.
WORLD WAR II
ANTISEMITISM
December 27, Friday: The German raider Komet bombarded phosphate production on the island of Nauru.
Le voyage d’été op.216, a cycle for voice and piano by Darius Milhaud to words of Paliard, was performed
for the initial time, in New York, with the composer himself at the piano.
WORLD WAR II
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December 28, Saturday: To consolidate their gains, Greeks suspended their offensive inside Albania.
Five Mosaics for chamber orchestra by Ulysses Kay was performed for the initial time, in Cleveland.
WORLD WAR II
December 29, Sunday: Germans dropped incendiary bombs on London on a scale not before seen, creating a fire in an
area of London larger than the Great Fire of 1666. Several historic buildings were destroyed but, through the
heroic efforts of firefighters, St. Paul’s Cathedral was saved.
In a fireside chat, President Franklin Delano Roosevelt declared that the United States of America needed to
support those fighting dictatorship and make itself “the great arsenal of democracy.”
Piano Sonata by Ulysses Kay was performed for the first time, in Cleveland.
WORLD WAR II
December 30, Monday: Lady in the Dark, a musical play with book by Hart, lyrics by Ira Gershwin and music by Kurt
Weill, was performed for the first time, in the Colonial Theater of Boston. Despite the extreme anxiety of the
creative team, this was a hit.
Another massive incendiary German air raid on London.
WORLD WAR II
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1941
During the World War II period 1941 to 1945, a total of some 2,700 or more Liberty Ships would be being
constructed in 18 shipyards, as general cargo carriers. One of these would be designated the SS Henry D.
Thoreau. The last datapoint that we presently possess is a radio news announcement during September 1945.
The cargo vessel was in the Caribbean, in a storm, with its highly explosive deck cargo broken loose. Further
information we have none.
For the duration of hostilities, Iceland would be under the protection of the United States of America.
US MILITARY INTERVENTIONS
Dr. Kenneth Walter Cameron’s RALPH WALDO EMERSON’S READING: A GUIDE FOR SOURCE-HUNTERS AND
SCHOLARS TO THE ONE THOUSAND VOLUMES WHICH HE WITHDREW FROM LIBRARIES TOGETHER WITH SOME
UNPUBLISHED LETTERS AND A LIST OF EMERSON’S CONTEMPORARIES (1827-1850)...WHOSE BOOK
BORROWINGS ARE INSCRIBED IN THE CHARGING RECORDS OF THE BOSTON ATHENAEUM (Raleigh, North
Carolina: Thistle Press).
During World War II, Edward Dahlberg would pen an interesting essay on “Thoreau and WALDEN” for his
volume CAN THESE BONES LIVE (pages 13-25). It has to do more with Dahlberg himself, and with his reaction
to the world state of war, than it does either with Henry Thoreau or with WALDEN, and one might pick quarrels
about the accuracy of some of his attributions, but nevertheless what he had read by Thoreau and what he had
read about WALDEN do form the context for his extended self-meditation. Because it seems to have more to do
with the geist of the years of the world war than it has to do with Thoreau scholarship, I print it here under the
year 1941 in which it appeared:51

We cannot perceive what we canonize. The citizen secures himself
against genius by icon worship. By the touch of Circe’s wand,
the divine troublemakers are translated into porcine stone
embroidery. Think how Thoreau and WALDEN have been shunned.
WALDEN, the purest parable ever written in America, remains shut.
However, WALDEN, which takes its inspiration from the Vedas, is
the secular bible of our ethics. What it hints of —how to resist
evil, society, patriotism, poverty and war— we dare no longer
neglect. How to resist? Therein lie all the morals and all the
terror of this world.
There is an uncanny shrewdness in those well-governmented
51. Edward Dahlberg. CAN THESE BONES LIVE. Norfolk CT: New Directions, revised edition 1960, pages 61-2, 64, 91-4, 127,
129 passim.
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Americans who have looked at Thoreau as a kind of cranky male
sybil, a crabbed and catarrhal water sprite of our woodland
culture. Little wonder that his “Civil Disobedience” lies
dormant and half forgotten as a curio in libertarian and
anarchist anthologies. Imagine were it otherwise: what state
would dare render sincere homage to its great malefactor, Henry
David Thoreau? What society of men so beautifully groomed in
submission could countenance “Civil Disobedience”: “How does it
become a man to behave toward this American government today? I
answer, that he cannot without disgust be associated with it. I
cannot for an instant recognize that political organization as
my government which is the slave’s government also.”
How unconsciously astute is the Massachusetts Commonwealth to
garment Thoreau, an anarchist and militant defender of Captain
John Brown, in marble robes while mortally detesting John Brown,
and in our own lifetime executing those simple pure apostles of
free men, the shoemaker and the fish peddler, Sacco and
Vanzetti. His journals overflow with such anathemas as: “My
thoughts are murder to the State; I endeavor in vain to observe
nature; my thoughts involuntarily go plotting against the State.
I trust that all just men will conspire.” And his curses fillip
the stars whenever the dust of his native place is upon his
tongue: “As for Massachusetts, that huge she-Briareus, Argus and
Colchian Dragon conjoined, set to watch the Heifer of the
Constitution and the Golden Fleece, we would not warrant our
respect for her, like some compositions to preserve its
qualities through all weathers.”
The State is adept in the mysteries of evasion and interment.
Henry David Thoreau is honored; but his books like buried like
the fresh barley seeds stored by Joseph in granaries and
scattered in Pharaoh’s tombs. Administrative Philistia needs no
economic astrologer to help it read “Civil Disobedience” or
WALDEN. Society is clairvoyant, knows how to govern, when to load
its musket, when to erect an obelisk — and when to canonize. The
antiquarian is the State’s best servant and art’s most
formidable foe. Sequester the writer, make him an “early
American” of a Golden Age of Letters, and you refuse him. You
disclaim him by a spurious exaltation of his period.
Writes Hans Ryner: “We say that the age of Pericles was
magnificent. Yet Pericles was the object of all sorts of
accusations. Phidias was prosecuted; Anaxagoras was exiled;
Socrates drank the hemlock.” The artist in any age is a divine
accident. In what time and place was Herman Melville’s genius
born: whence came this Job? this creator of the Cabala of Whaling
Science? Where is the American signature furrowed in Henry
Thoreau’s Himalayan brow? “The social condition of genius,”
wrote Thoreau, “is the same in all ages. Aeschylus was
undoubtedly alone and without sympathy in his simple reverence
for the mystery of the universe.” No other American but Bourne
has taken such a deep and accurate measurement of the secular
despotisms of government as Thoreau. None has had his ethics —
a social conscience with a moral auditory nerve which responded
to the finer shadings of injustice. Writing with the intense
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Christian fervor of a Leo Tolstoi, Thoreau says in “Civil
Disobedience,” “Is there not a sort of blood shed when the
conscience is wounded?”
Thoreau was an opposer: he was against society, slaves,
institutions, church and politics; and the sum of his giant
negations is a more illuminating text for a way toward
understanding the subtler courtesies and gentler urges of men
than those weedy and unkempt affirmations in Whitman’s DEMOCRATIC
VISTAS. The “canting peal” of Sunday morning service was as
raucous to his ethical senses as the sound of an air-biting
drayman’s whip was to the ears of Schopenhauer. “I am too highborn to be properties,” he said. Announcing his total
disallegiance to organized government, he wrote: “Know all men
by these presents, that I, Henry Thoreau, do not wish to be
regarded as a member of any Incorporated Society which I have
not joined.” To him the body politic was “covered with scoriae
and volcanic cinders, such as Milton imagined.”
Should we mistake this anger for misanthropy, we wholly
misconceive Thoreau, for his virtues were heady enough; it was
nature in him that was so diluted. He might do all within his
abilities to ameliorate man’s condition, his poverty and
judgment and humble life in this world, but he could not stop
loathing his low mortal habits. But he had ample goodness and
urgently wanted on occasions to be easily familiar with the
rhythm of habit, usage and ordinariness. We must curse the
heavens for Thoreau’s limits, for they were beyond correction.
Thoreau could say that the “utterer of oaths must have honeyed
lips,” sadly surmising that his own were so niggardly clothed.
He could write, “There is no remedy for love but more love,”
without being able to love anyone. In one line — “I am not above
being used, ay, abused, sometimes,” — he makes us his subjects;
for he who can so trust life lives forever after. We see this
long-nosed and thewy New Englander with flinty eyes walking
through Concord village, hoping that the meanest man, “Sam” the
jailer, will call after him: “Thoreau, are you going up the
street pretty soon? Well, just take a couple of these handbills
along and drop one in at Hoar’s piazza and one at Holbrook’s,
and I’ll do as much for you another time.” “There is some
advantage in being the humblest, cheapest, least dignified man
in the village, so that the very stable boys shall damn you.”
Thoreau belonged, if he belongs anywhere, with the Christian
anarchists of the world, with the Nazarenes, the Mennonites, the
Dukhobors, with Tolstoi, although he lacked the Christian,
tragic impulses that made Melville, Keats, Shakespeare and
Tolstoi sit in Job’s sackcloth and enact in their own lives the
eternal Passion Play at the tomb of man’s misery. WALDEN is the
nearest he ever came to the drama of man. It is the drama of
Fortitude succored by Logic, without any hidden trap doors of
the heart. WALDEN, because it is so untouched by miscreeds, casts
a dry light upon the Bible socialists of the Forties and Fifties,
the era of the American communitarians: the Oneidans led by John
Humphrey Noyes, Yankee apostle of pietism, socialism and complex
marriages; the Rappites, shrewd colonizers and communistic
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economists, and “God-propped”; the Owenites of New Harmony, the
Brook Farmers, the Shakers. Here we have, perhaps, the
prefiguration
of
a
Democratic
America,
the
individual
emancipated from State hegemony, or living apart, State-free.
“If a State is governed by the principles of reason, riches and
honors are the subjects of shame; if the State is not governed
by the principles of reason, riches and honors are the subjects
of shame.” So wrote Confucius and so believed Thoreau. Thoreau
was concerned only with the Orphic politics of the soul, the
only politics for man — no politics. Character just sculpt its
own background and Fate, and emit its own historical aureole.
This seer, whose body is fog, fen and vapor, was as subtle as
the modern diaboliques of the flesh, as an Emile Verhaeren or a
D.H. Lawrence. Thoreau feared conscience as much as evil; too
much conscience bleeds the soul to death, and too much morality
cankers the whole man. Thoreau eschewed all doctrine and all
saviorism. Whitman’s humanitarian bathos, his democratic
rhodomontade — “I will not exclude you until the sun excludes
you,” — was wholly alien to that quieter individual.
A visionary democrat, Thoreau was not too democratic, not too
common, nor too clean. Thoreau was not the Common Man, although
he reverenced what is innocent and humble in man and in himself.
He wrote that Emerson was not “comprehensive” enough to trundle
a wheelbarrow. He, of course, could build a fence, caulk a boat,
hoe potatoes, although he made no occult humbug of the homespun
agrarian life. When the triviality and dust of Concord galled
him and he had to refresh his olfactories, he retired to Walden,
picked the “hairy huckleberry” at Truro, fished, trekked through
Maine, or lived with the Indians; and when he grew weary of all
these changes he returned to Concord. Henry Thoreau had a sane
imagination; he saw how great was the fall from man to farmer.
Thoreau would have had no patience or sympathy with an
Occidental cult of industry: in WALDEN he writes with a
sentimental tartness: “Why should they eat their sixty acres,
when man is condemned to eat only his peck of earth?” Here again
he was close to Tolstoi who said: “The exaltation of work is as
monstrous as would be the exaltation of eating to the rank of a
virtue.”
He never wrote any fig and nut homiletics on the unmitigated
beatitudes of the life of the American Farmer, or, like Hector
St. John de Crèvecoeur, turned America into an exotic Bible land
of wild bees, maize, snakes and Indians. Thoreau never saw any
vestal fires rise out of manure composts. He was so singularly
without doctrine that he could write an essay, “Life without
Principle,” and no conscientious reader could conceivably garble
his meanings. He went wherever life sent him and made no credo
of his private experience. He recorded it beautifully, and, if
we have eyes, we can profitably read it and then pursue our own
private follies, tinctured by his.
WALDEN itself is not a Manual of Conduct, but a mood, a
Chanticleerian ode. Thoreau lived and sang it and, when he grew
tired, he entirely forsook it. “I lived there two years and two
months. And at present I am a sojourner in civilized life again.”
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Elsewhere he writes in the same simple, unswollen vein: “I am
naturally no hermit, but might possibly sit out the sturdiest
frequenter of the barroom, if my business called me thither.”
He was too alert, and, with what irony we must confess it, too
dry for the general pitfalls of men and the herd cures that each
generation prescribes for itself. In this spirit he wrote about
literature,
democracy
and
America,
jotting
down
rare
observations, and offering no nostrums, “those quack vials of a
mixture dipped from Acheron and the Dead Sea.” Thoreau tells us
that he liked a “tawny grammar”; relished a phrase that had the
fiber and woody odor of sturdy hickory. But he never ruralized
English or speciously Americanized it. He could write
preternaturally exquisite passages on New England soil, grass,
berry, Indian relic, swamp, tarn or tare, without making a
fetish of locale. “I wish,” said Thoreau, “to get the Concord,
the Massachusetts, the American, out of my head and be sane a
part of every day.”
When we read Thoreau we no longer misconceive democratic
literature. Thoreau’s prose has the astral fragrance of dawn,
an early “morning prescience” rather than the hue and emanation
of apotheosized place. He is a Vulcan hammering out of lichen,
maple, alder, sumac and berry, the purest essence of truth. His
“Musketaquid” flows through those remotest mountainous regions
of the inward man.
There is Thoreau’s New England — the soil, fertilized with the
arrow and flint and immaculate bone of Indian and American
Farmer — that he revered. There, fronting the Atlantic, are the
severe weather shingles, skeletal remains of puritan bigotry and
beauty, transfigured by sun and apricot blossoms into human
flesh. There! Albert Pinkham Ryder’s charred fumes of waves
illuminated by mineraled moonlight.
Thoreau is the parable which will never be experienced until
America has transmuted the logic of WALDEN into the lore of the
heart. Keats has said, “Shakespeare led a life of Allegory: his
works are comments on it.” There is no other way of seeing WALDEN,
ourselves, America, at this fevered moment.
One Oriental has suggested that if you take out the names and
places in WALDEN it reads like a Chinese masterpiece; and it is
true that we think of Henry David Thoreau as an Eastern sage;
for the thought, vines, leaves and herbs of WALDEN are laved in
the summery winds of the Vedas. Thoreau himself said, “The pure
Walden water is mingled with the sacred water of the Ganges.”
From the Brahmans Thoreau learned patience, how to sit and wait,
and, so needfully, how to be bored! Thoreau writes: “Hippocrates
even left directions how we should cut our nails.” At the
nethermost core of history, and at the underside of war and
poverty, lies tedium. It is the grand malaise of the Western
World. Europe today has a “crisis” every few weeks. It is the
national flagellation which the dictators give to the wretched
and the starving instead of bread. When Thoreau said that “the
mass of men lead lives of quiet desperation” he read the funerary
lines of Western man. How true it is that every little man,
newspaper reader, shipping clerk, “rank and file” socialist and
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communist, cannot abide more notes, conferences and diplomatic
parleys, not because he is so wicked and hypocritical, but
because he needs a spurious, historical event, the pungent
excitement of troop and fleet movement — another sexual dramatic
“crisis” in the world — in his empty, slavish life — to save
democracy and defend Soviet Russia! Is this exaggerated? A close
reading of men’s beliefs discloses that they do not emanate from
the stars and heavens, from planetary ideas, but from the
frenzied and agitated blood vessels. The exquisite poesy of
carnage is at the root of the intellectual, the revolutionist,
the student, the war correspondent, the fascist and the laborer.
Look not at their principles but at the “nature” of them. Noble
partisanship today has an undercrust of beast.
Since it is the mind that is the vessel of all good and evil in
the world, why is it that we so distrust its strength in opposing
the violence at large today. Thought is always prior to deed,
war, history. Baudelaire said: “Every mind is a weapon loaded
to the muzzle with will.” However, never before have the seers
of the world been so despised. And never before did Americans
so need WALDEN. Is WALDEN, it is demanded, a system of economics,
a doctrine, an organized panacea for social ills? It is none of
these. WALDEN is a vision; it is the “Bhagavad-Gita” of the moods
and seasons of Conscience; it is a poet’s rather than a
lawgiver’s prayer. Conscience is various, brooding and
chameleon, and is not a law any more than are the works of
Shakespeare or Keats. Teach men to understand one single line
out of Measure for Measure or the “Odes” and you teach them all
they need and can ever know of the fervor of beauty which is the
poetic ecstasy of justice. WALDEN is such a fervor and such an
ecstasy. Know it, and none will raise his hand against another,
none will be poor and none will go to war.
“Justice,” “beauty,” “moral fervor,” “ideals,” — are these not
taboo words out of the unclean and stupid mouths of the
unproselytized Gentile, the bourgeoisie? We live today in an age
of foolproof certitudes. We ask, has Thoreau a theory, has this
thinker an economic metaphysic? We have constructed out of
economic theories and Atropos-like dogma, an iron fate, that is
as certain to slay our minds and bodies as will the evils it is
to correct. Man must eat, but must man eat man to have his loaf
of bread? Can a bread and butter culture sustain society? can
idealism be held, historically, in abeyance, while men murder
for food — for ideals? Is there not a grim and baleful
contradiction here; for there is more than one kind of feeding
for mankind. “Woe be to the generation,” wrote Henry David
Thoreau, “that lets any higher faculty in its midst go
unemployed!” Let us take care that the bread men get may not be
the offal from Circe’s sty. For man cannot afford, as he is
doing, to neglect the chivalry of ethics in his pursuit of
economic salvation. His hunger in the end will be so great, his
denial so desperate, that he will break out in more bloody fury
than before to reclaim his spirit; for spirit is so good and so
evil and so chemic that, if you starve it, man will eat the whole
world to have it back again!
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But how can we overcome evil in the world, or can we? We have
drifted far, far from the simple Christian logic of humanity:
“Thou shalt not kill.” We believe we are wiser, but we are only
craftier. We know how to meet our enemy on his own terms: tank
for tank, bomb for bomb. That is all. Thoreau with his face
toward the East wrote: “The Brahmans never proposed courageously
to assault evil, but patiently to starve it out.” Men who see,
see slow. The Buddha sits with his knees ruminatively folded
under him and waits; and the Occidental never learns the true
vision of this posture. The wise Buddha waits upon history so
that it can unfold itself in its own time; waits upon evil which
must live its own life and die its own death. The Buddha
patiently teaches and lets life do the rest.
Is this fatalism? We are fatalists only when we cease telling
the truth, but, so long as we communicate the truth, we move
ourselves, life, history, men. There is no other way. This is
the simple epitome of the wisdom of nonresistance to evil. It
is what Confucius, Thoreau and Tolstoi taught. It is the
incredible, the visionary way, and it announces treason and
betrayal more boldly than firearms or airplanes. Tolstoi, who
deeply saw the virtue of comprehending simple things simply,
answered the sophists who garbled his words: “All this
apparently complicated proposition about non-resistance to evil
and the objection to it reduces to this, that, instead of
understanding it, as it is written, ‘Do not resist evil or
violence with evil or violence,’ they understand (I even think,
intentionally) that it says, ‘Do not resist evil, that is, be
indulgent to evil, be indifferent to it’: whereas to resist evil
is given as a rule how to struggle in the most successful manner
against evil. It says, ‘You are in the habit of struggling
against evil by means of violence, or of retribution. This is a
bad, a wicked, means.’”
We had in Thoreau’s own time the Hopedale commune, the gentle
Oneidans, the Harmonites, all of whom warmed over their
socialisms with the Sermon on the Mount. We have as an immortal
lesson in truth the way of the Christian Dukhobors of the
Caucasus who refused to submit to military service and who burnt
their weapons lest they be tempted to resist injury with
violence. So powerful was the spirit of these meek Dukhobors
that the Cossacks who guarded and whipped them had to be sent
away because in the end they refused to do either. These are
amongst the rare conquests of humanity.
The reason that we forget our true spirits so readily is that
there is no frailer phantom, spun of such seraph-breathed
tissue, than faith. Men require dogmas to support their
eternally expiring beliefs. Great lives are moral allegories and
so soon become deniable myths because we cannot believe that
such good men could have existed in such an evil world. So we
doubt the existence of Christ, the authorship of Hamlet, the
profound human heart logic of Tolstoi, the miracle and wonder
of WALDEN. But WALDEN does exist and for us. It is a revelation
of the inward unity of the man that the beginning of WALDEN is
on poverty and the conclusion on war. Show man that life at its

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

WORLD WAR II

WWII

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE
apex is a supreme allegory and he will memorize WALDEN
last syllable of its pulse. But persuade and hint. WALDEN
be rushed into men’s hearts. “The light,” says Thoreau
final page of WALDEN, “which puts out our eyes is darkness
Only that day dawns to us to which we are awake.”

to the
cannot
on the
to us.

I have a bone to pick with certain other comments Dahlberg made from point to point in this volume. It would
seem that although he was a very astute reader of Thoreau’s texts, he had little accurate information about
Thoreau’s life or personality. He made a comment which may indicate that many people who encounter
Thoreau’s letter to the absent Emerson about Ms. Sophia Foord’s proposal do so through a self-imposed lens
of what may perhaps be legitimately characterized as sexism. I will first paraphrase Dahlberg’s attitude toward
the Thoreau/Foord affair, and then quote at length from his book (pages 61-2, 64, 91-4, 127, 129 passim of the
revised edition) in substantiation of my paraphrase. My paraphrase of Dahlberg’s rant would be that although
we can safely acknowledge that Thoreau was making a stab at being an ethical metaphysician, or at least a
moral teacher, his stab was a total failure because his egregious distaste for humans tainted all his efforts to set
an example and tainted all his efforts to give good advice. Thoreau, so earnest and truthful, was just another
one of those rationalists deficient in blood pigmentation. Which is to say, the man wasn’t a real man: his
emotionality was deficient. Thus although Thoreau was an adept in the humanity cult, he was blocked in
arriving at his love for humankind directly through his emotionality, and was forced to arrive at it through the
multiplication-tables, that is, by way of bloodless categories created in the mind. Celibate Thoreau, in order to
be pure, cast out demons, but in so doing –like Adam after the Fall– he hid in quagmire, mud and fen, and
so in effect it was he himself who entered the swine, or, to change the idiom: he turned his snorting hot-blooded
steed Pegasus into a sneaking cold-souled cat. Thoreau’s very life was his disgrace, a devil’s nuptial of man
and pond. When the man fell in love, it was but with a scrub oak. We should consider, as an example of this,
Thoreau’s refusal of the proposal by Ms. Foord, a repudiation which must be described as having been not only
“orgiastic” but also “savage.” This episode of his life amounted to the carnal error of a man with a spirit-glutted
soul, or amounted to the blood-revenge of a man with an apriori bosom. It is not by chance that no women
appear in the WALDEN book, or in the life at the pond. Thoreau, the “bachelor of nature” erecting in WALDEN
the Western Fable of Ennui, altogether excluded women from his life and his surroundings and his writing,
replacing this human contact with but the emeritic patience of ruminative sitting and waiting. (Well, that’s my
synopsis of his incidental remarks and asides. If you doubt that any of this could be an accurate gloss of these
remarks, I would urge you to compare and contrast the gloss I have made, above, with the original source.)
The Dahlberg rendition –that Thoreau’s refusal of Miss Foord’s advances must have been “orgiastic and
savage”– would be a superficial reading perhaps motivated more by Mr. Dahlberg’s personal situation in the
world than by any familiarity with the historical materials. (We may note that Mr. Dahlberg was also troubled
that Professor Kant had been guilty of masturbation, or, perhaps, troubled at Professor Kant’s having
acknowledged that he masturbated. I would ask, if Dahlberg is troubled by such a thing, is this not conclusive
evidence that he is importing some sort of irrelevant personal baggage into his study of these cultural icons?)
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Concord’s “Great Elm,” or “Whipping Post Elm,” or “Town House Elm,” or as it had been known by Henry
Thoreau, “Jones Elm,” ravaged by insects and damaged as it had been by the hurricane of 1938, was cut back
to a standing trunk (which itself would be turned into kindling during the following spring).
Swami Govinda Tirtha’s THE NECTAR OF GRACE: OMAR KHAYYAM’S LIFE AND WORKS (Kitabistan,
Allahabad).

THE NECTAR OF GRACE
During the early 1940s we know that, in Europe, the poet Ezra Pound, despite his virulent antisemitism,52
despite his affection for Hitler and Mussolini, despite his growing respect for Nazism and Fascism, in fact had
been rereading Thoreau with enthusiasm!

Maybe he was being influenced? –Maybe enough contact might have brought this man back from his
delusions? –Tugged him back from the rabid brink? Maybe, but we’ll never know — for this didn’t have a
chance to happen. In this year, when Pound applied for permission to return to the USA, he got rebuffed by
the federal government. “Get lost,” he was told in effect, “for we don’t need you.” Until 1943 therefore the
poet would be broadcasting pro-fascist propaganda in English on Rome radio.
Was this man unredeemable? Was the Jones Elm a goner? Did we chop them up unnecessarily? –Does this
Pound thingie amount to one of the great missed opportunities in our history? Was the publication of that
volume on Khayyam’s poetry by Swami Tirtha the sole event of lasting significance during this eventful year?
WORLD WAR II
52. “... my worst mistake was the stupid suburban anti-Semitic prejudice, all along that spoiled everything ... I found after seventy
years that I was not a lunatic but a moron ... I should have been able to do better ....” In early 1941, what Pound was fulminating
against over the radio was “usury,” the loaning of money at interest, as a cause of war throughout history. In his consideration,
understanding the issue of usury was central to understanding history: “Until you know who has lent what to whom, you know
nothing whatever of politics, you know nothing whatever of history, you know nothing of international wrangles.”
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As the United States of America careened toward entry in World War II, things began to get a bit crazy. Fear
was endemic, and so penalties were increased not only for cultivation and sale of marijuana but also for
possession. Hollywood scriptwriter John Milius would create a comic script set in this era of worry and
overreaction, titled “The Night the Japs Attacked” (this would be changed first to “The Night the Japanese
Attacked” and then to “The Rising Sun” before Stephen Spielberg would finally decide on the simple
“1941”).53

Elsa Smuskevich, a 16-year old Latvian sniper, made the Red Army newspapers by killing her first German
outside Murmansk. “A woman has to have a reason to fight, a reason to leave her home and go to war,”
Smuskevich would comment to an interviewer 45 years later. “If she has that reason she is a wonderful
soldier.”
The German attack on the Baltic states of Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania forced the withdrawal of Soviet forces
and paved the way for Führer Adolf Hitler’s Einsatzgruppen to begin a roundup of all resident Jews. (Some
scholars insist that Hitler’s decision to kill the Jews was a decision that he made during this Year of Our Lord
1941. They overlook that back in 1922, before Hitler had taken full control of Germany, he had frankly stated
to a journalist that “Once I really am in power, my first and foremost task will be the annihilation of the Jews.”)
About 3,000 had fled with the retreating Red Army but 57,000 remained in Vilna. Einsatzgruppen “A”
operated in the Baltic Provinces under the command of SS Major General Stahlecker who, after five months,
would be able to report to the swordsman Heinrich Himmler, in Document 2273-PS, that under his competent
direction 229,052 Jews had been executed.
ANTISEMITISM
53. Spielberg’s “1941,” which would be released in 1979, details the ridiculous but exceedingly real invasion panic that gripped
Southern California as Japanese-American citizens were being moved by rail through San Diego to concentration camps inland.
Dan Aykroyd and John Candy were in a tank crew trying to set up a cannon in Ned Beatty’s backyard. Robert Stack, as an Army
general charged with protection of the Californian coastline, opinioned that:
“Madness. It’s the only way to describe it: madness.
This isn’t the state of California. This is the state of insanity.
G2 should pour knockout drops into the water....”
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Skilled Swordsmen
Saint Ignatius Loyola

President Harry S Truman

Michel Angelo

General George Patton

Sir Walter Raleigh

Heinrich Himmler

René Descartes

Hermann Göring

John Milton

Juan Péron

George Frederick Handel

Francisco Franco

Johann Wolfgang von Goethe

Benito Mussolini

Karl Marx

Oswald Mosley

Sir Richard Burton

Reinhard Heydrich

Aleksandr Pushkin

Thousands more of these dispensables he had allowed to remain housed in their ghettos, as they were urgently
needed for the moment as slave labor. In Duenaburg, on November 9, 1941, 11,034 Jews were executed.
At Libau two weeks later, another 2,350 were executed. In Lithuania under the Nazis, a total of 136,421 Jews
would be executed in numerous single actions by enthusiastic Lithuanians having the assistance of German
police squads. In the White Russian Settlement Area, around 41,000 executions would take place. In Vilna,
around 32,000 Jews would be executed during the first six months of German occupation. When Vilna was
liberated by the Red Army on July 13, 1944, a few hundred Jews who had been able to hide in the surrounding
forests would suddenly appear in the city square. Altogether 3,000-4,000 Jews out of an original Vilna
population of 57,000 would survive this period.
WORLD WAR II
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Convinced that “the Japs” were about to invade California, San Diego went into the war panic that would be
described in the John Belushi comedy “1941”:

WORLD WAR II
During this year a phone was installed at Tor House, along the California coast north of San Diego and Los
Angeles, and Robinson Jeffers served as a plane-spotter while Una did Red Cross work.
My father Captain Benjamin Bearl Smith was a chaplain at an army base in San Diego. For extra pocket money
he sold to young recruits a curious little steel-jacketed New Testament, to keep in their breast pocket over their
heart so they could protect themselves from harm as they went about their government-sponsored agenda of
protecting others from harm by going off to a foreign country and killing people, in a spirit of love, whom they
didn’t know.
HISTORY OF
THE BIBLE
I remember vividly how he once demonstrated to me and to his brothers in the extended Smith family of Olney,
Illinois the effectiveness of the body armor of Christ by propping one of these steel-jacketed Testaments
against a treetrunk and firing at it with his little pocket pistol (I think a .32), until finally he hit it and embedded
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a slug as far as the Gospel according to Luke. I still have one of these little steel-jacketed life assurances on
my bookshelf, in its original little sales box with a “salvation” tract tucked into it — unfortunately, it is not the
one that Dad shot at that day for demo purposes. I did not understand how low a Captain’s wages were,
I understood only that these young enlisted men would be able to go into combat unafraid because they had
prayed to Jesus first, and because no evildoing Jap could get at them while that steel-jacketed New Testament
they had purchased from their chaplain, my father, was protecting their heart.

Jesus H. Christ
Entoning the Biblical “A thousand shall fall at thy side, and ten thousand at thy right hand, but it shall not come
nigh thee” my father retrieved the steel-jacketed New Testament from the ground beneath the trunk and opened
to a page indented by his bullet and read to us a verse that had been thus brought to our attention by God:
For it is written, He shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee:
And in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone.

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

WORLD WAR II

WWII

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE
“The pachinko ball doesn’t want to plonk into
the plastic tub before it has accomplished
some sort of trajectory.”
—

February 7, Friday: After a 2-day battle, an Italian army surrendered to Allied forces at Beda Fomm, near Antalat,
Libya. 25,000 Italians were taken prisoner.
WORLD WAR II
Violin Concerto by Samuel Barber was performed for the initial time, at the Academy of Music in
Philadelphia. It was greeted by thunderous applause from the audience. Critics were generally positive.
Cello Concerto by Paul Hindemith was performed for the initial time, in Boston.
February 9, Sunday: The British navy bombarded Genoa. British planes attacked Genoa, Livorno, and La Spezia.
WORLD WAR II
In the Rembrandt Square, Amsterdam, Jews begin to offer open resistance to pogroms.
ANTISEMITISM
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February 15, Saturday: Anti-Jewish legislation based on the Nürnberg Laws received royal assent in Bulgaria.
ANTISEMITISM
Italy required that the United States close its consulates in Naples and Palermo.
In Los Angeles, Duke Ellington and his Orchestra record what would become his signature tune, Billy
Strayhorn’s Take the A Train.
Naval Air Station, Kaneohe, Oahu, Hawaii was established.
WORLD WAR II
February 17, Monday: A Bulgarian/Turkish declaration of non-aggression was signed in Ankara.
WORLD WAR II
May 23, Friday: Mélancolie for piano by Francis Poulenc was performed for the initial time, in the Salle Gaveau, Paris.
Incidental music to Aristophanes’ play The Peace by Leonard Bernstein was performed for the initial time, in
Cambridge, Massachusetts.
The HMS Kelly, a K-class destroyer of 1,695 tons commanded by Captain Lord Louis Mountbatten, was
bombarding German positions on the island of Crete in company with the destroyer Kashmir when at 5:30AM
they were engaged by German dive-bombers. The Kashmir, hit by a 1,000-pound bomb, sank immediately and
79 died. Soon after the Kelly was also hit and within minutes it also would sink and 128 more would die. Its
floaters, including Captain Lord Louis Mountbatten, would be picked up by the destroyer HMS Kipling, which
would also be able to retrieve 159 floaters from the debris field of the Kashmir.54

54. At a first order of approximation there seems to be a remarkable similarity between fighting at sea and feeding fish.
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At a monster “America First” rally at Madison Square Garden in New-York, a recipient of the Distinguished
Flying Cross, Charles Lindbergh, was urging us to decline to join in Britain’s struggle against our friend Der
Führer Adolf Hitler. (In all probability at this point Chuck was being sincere — for he hadn’t yet met the
German and Russian mistresses by whom he would be producing a number of illegitimate children.)

WORLD WAR II
In Princeton, New Jersey (which initially had been largely Quaker but had then become over the years largely
Presbyterian, with the local Friends meeting “laid down” as of 1878), a local monthly meeting was formally
re-established. (Initially, this group would be meeting at the local YWCA and on the campus of Princeton
University, but eventually the monthly meeting would reconstitute itself at its historic Stony Brook property
outside town, and a Friends School would also have constituted itself on those premises.)
Hope High School, which had been erected in a corner of the Moses Brown School bequest that had been
seized by the city of Providence, Rhode Island by eminent domain in the realignment of Hope Street so that
the street would continue directly into East Avenue, the older high school building that it had superseded
became at this point the headquarters for the 6th Army corps, for the duration of World War II. Hey, Quaker
peaceniks pacifist cowards, this has got nothing whatever to do with you, so you keep over on your farm!
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During this year this school of the Religious Society of Friends would lose a number of its teachers to the
military draft, and the possibility of the students continuing to transit directly from their high school education
into their college education was accepted to be just about nil.55
THE QUAKER PEACE TESTIMONY
An article in the Sunday Journal characterized Dexter Asylum on Hope Street as a “well-meaning legacy of a
bygone day which has made time stand still.”

Pardon me, I’ve lived in Rogue Island for long enough to know what such a sentence signals locally.
What it signals is “Hey, there’s a bunch of money here lying around loose, that maybe we can steal!”
It’s the vibes of the wounded. It’s blood in the water. Cue sharks.

55. The official school accounts make it clear that for the duration of the war, the Quaker Peace Testimony was entirely outside the
bounds of the thinkable, both for the students and for their teachers. Their thoughts were consumed with ways to maneuver so that
their military draft obligations would fit as neatly as possible into their overall personal life trajectories.

THE QUAKER PEACE TESTIMONY
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JANUARY 1941
January: After due consideration of all its options and advantages, the USA shared the secret of the Japanese military
code scheme with its British allies.
WORLD WAR II
Based on their experiments with a natural-uranium reactor, German scientists dismissed the idea of using
graphite as a moderator.

ATOM BOMB

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

WORLD WAR II

WWII

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE
January-March: In American/British staff talks in Washington DC, talks kept carefully secret from the US Congress,
this telling phrase somehow came to be used: “when the United States becomes involved in war with
Germany.”
WORLD WAR II
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January 1, Wednesday: In the first move toward a Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, Admiral Isoroku Yamamoto,
Commander in Chief of the Japanese combined fleet, ordered Rear Admiral Takijiro Onishi to prepare a
preliminary study for an air attack on Pearl Harbor.
WORLD WAR II

Now let’s see,
if we can achieve surprise...
The current FBI seal came into limited use at this time. (The unimaginative prior seal had been merely the
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Department of Justice thingie, with an added band for the FBI and its motto.)

It would be during this year that Robinson Jeffers would publish at the head of BE ANGRY AT THE SUN AND
OTHER POEMS a counterfactual poem that would get him into serious trouble, about how politicians allegedly
publish falsehoods:

Be Angry at the Sun
That public men publish falsehoods
Is nothing new. That America must accept
Like the historical republics corruption and empire
Has been known for years.
Be angry at the sun for setting
If these things anger you. Watch the wheel slope and turn,
They are all bound on the wheel, these people, those warriors.
This republic, Europe, Asia.
Observe them gesticulating,
Observe them going down. The gang serves lies, the passionate
Man plays his part; the cold passion for truth
Hunts in no pack.
You are not Catullus, you know,
To lampoon these crude sketches of Caesar. You are far

WORLD WAR II
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From Dante’s feet, but even farther from his dirty
Political hatreds.
Let boys want pleasure, and men
Struggle for power, and women perhaps for fame,
And the servile to serve a Leader and the dupes to be duped.
Yours is not theirs.

January 4, Friday: Greek forces resumed their offensive against the Italians in Albania.
WORLD WAR II
The Vichy government granted dominion status to French Indochina.
January 5, Saturday: The Chinese Communist New Fourth Army was ambushed by Nationalist troops in Kiangsi. In
a week of fighting at least 3,000 would be killed.
British and Australian forces entered Bardia (Bardiyah), Libya, taking 35,000 Italians prisoner.
WORLD WAR II
Introduction and Rondo burlesca op.23/1 for 2 pianos by Benjamin Britten was performed for the initial time,
in Town Hall, New York.
“No For an Answer,” an opera by Marc Blitzstein to his own words, was performed for the initial time, in the
Mecca Temple of New York.
January 6, Sunday: Allied troops took El Adam airfield south of Tobruk (Tubruq).
New York License Commissioner Paul Moss, who had attended the premiere performance of Marc Blitzstein’s
opera “No For An Answer,” proscribed further performances by asserting that the Mecca Temple structure was
in violation of municipal codes (Mayor LaGuardia would bow to public pressure and prevail upon Moss to
issue a temporary permit). In President Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s message to the United States Congress of
this day, we find some words relevant to the issue:
We look forward to a world founded upon four essential human
freedoms. The first is freedom of speech and expression —
everywhere in the world. The second is freedom of every person
to worship God in his own way — everywhere in the world.
The third is freedom from want ... everywhere in the world.
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The fourth is freedom from fear ... anywhere in the world.

Norman Rockwell would illustrate these “four freedoms” in a 1943 series of war posters:
WORLD WAR II
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January 7, Monday: Music Lovers’ Set of Five for flute, violin, cello and piano by Henry Cowell was performed for
the initial time, in the Community Playhouse of San Francisco.
The US established an Office of Production Management.
WORLD WAR II
January 8, Wednesday: Thailand declared martial law in provinces bordering French Indochina.
British planes bombed Naples.
WORLD WAR II
Piano Sonata no.2 op.6 by Vincent Persichetti was performed for the initial time, in El Dorado, Kansas by the
composer’s future wife, Dorothea Flanagan.
January 10, Friday: In the first German air action in the Mediterranean, the Luftwaffe attacked a British convoy
between Gibraltar and Malta. Two ships were sunk, two damaged.
Greek troops captured Klissura, Albania.
Frank Bridge died of a heart attacked in Eastbourne, aged 61 years, ten months and 15 days. The ashes would
be placed in Friston churchyard.
In Moscow, a Germany/Soviet Union agreement on barter and border matters was signed.All Dutch Jews were
WORLD WAR II
required to register with the Germany authorities.
ANTISEMITISM
January 15, Wednesday: Haile Selassie reentered Ethiopia with British troops and called on all Ethiopians to rise up
against the Italians.
WORLD WAR II
With an out of tune piano with atrocious touch, Olivier Messiaen (wearing a Czech uniform and wooden shoes)
and three fellow prisoners (Etienne Pasquier, Henri Akoka and Jean Le Boulaire) performed the world
premiere of his Quatuor pour la fin du temps in Stalag 8-A near Görlitz, Silesia. He wrote the quartet for the
four instruments and musicians that he had available: clarinet, violin, cello and piano. Of the audience of 5,000
prisoners the composer later said: “Never have I been heard with as much attention and understanding.”
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January 16, Thursday: President Franklin Delano Roosevelt asked the federal Congress for an immediate
appropriation of $350,000,000, for 200 new merchant ships.
German planes launched their initial attack on Malta, killing 50 people, destroying 200 buildings and
damaging the port of Valetta.
A passenger liner of 14,118 tons built in 1920 at the Cammel Laird shipyard at Birkenhead for the Pacific
Steam Navigation Company, the SS Oropesa (Captain H. Croft), had in 1921 been chartered to the Royal Mail
for the Hamburg-Southampton-New York service. In 1931 this vessel had carried the Prince of Wales and
Prince George to South America. During September 1939 it was converted into a troopship and on this day,
off the coast of Ireland, while enroute from Mombasa in East Africa to the UK, it was sunk by three torpedoes
from Kapitän-Leutnant Heinrich Lehmann-Willenbrock’s submarine U-96 (this U-boat would be sunk by
American bombers on March 30, 1945 at Wilhelmshaven). Of the 249 crew and passengers on board, 113
perished. Meanwhile another submarine, U-106, was sinking the cargo-liner Zealandic (10,578 tons) of the
Shaw Savill & Albion Company, with the loss of all 73 passengers and crewmembers (this U-boat would be
sunk by depth-charges dropped from a Sunderland aircraft on August 2, 1943, killing 22 crewmen.)
WORLD WAR II
January 17, Friday: While enroute from Liverpool to the River Platte, and about 250 miles west of the Island of Lewis
in the Outer Hebrides, Scotland, the SS Almeda Star, a 14,935-ton Blue Star Line passenger liner (Captain H.C.
Howard), was sunk by Kapitän-Leutnant Heinrich Lehmann-Willenbrock’s German U-boat U-96. There were
no survivors, all 166 crewmen and 194 passengers being killed (this U-boat would be sunk by US bombers on
March 30, 1945 at Wilhelmshaven).
WORLD WAR II

January 18, Saturday: German and Italian planes attacked Malta.
WORLD WAR II

January 19, Sunday: British and Indian forces reoccupied Kassala, Sudan, simultaneously attacking the Italians in
Eritrea, Somaliland and Ethiopia.
German and Italian planes attacked Malta.
WORLD WAR II
Valley Town, a documentary film with music by Marc Blitzstein, was shown for the initial time, at the Museum
of Modern Art, New York.
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January 20, Monday: British forces invaded Eritrea as Ethiopian Emperor Haile Selassie re-entered his country after
5 years of exile.
Australian forces attacked Italians at Tobruk (Tubruq).
WORLD WAR II
String Quartet no.6 by Béla Bartók was performed for the initial time, in New York City.
January 21, Tuesday: The Communist Party newspaper The Daily Worker was suppressed by the British government.
An anti-government faction of the Romanian Iron Guard rose up in Bucharest and began battling government
troops. They opposed Prime Minister Antonescu and demanded the return of Transylvania. Over the next four
days, thousands of Iron Guards were killed in battles with the army in Bucharest.
WORLD WAR II
January 22, Wednesday: British and Australian forces captured Tobruk (Tubruq), Libya, taking 25,000 Italians
prisoner.
An anti-government faction of the Romanian Iron Guard gained control of the radio station in Bucharest and
several military bases.
WORLD WAR II
January 23, Thursday: Charles Lindbergh argued before the U.S. Congress that it would be a mistake to send aid to
Great Britain.
WORLD WAR II
Lady in the Dark, a musical play with a book by Hart, lyrics by Ira Gershwin and music by Kurt Weill, opened
in New York, at the Alvin Theater. It was a smash and would see 467 performances.

January 24, Friday: The revolt by an anti-government faction of the Iron Guard was effectively suppressed. An
estimated 4,000-6,000 people had been killed in four days of fighting. 400 students and 300 Jews had been
killed by government troops.
ANTISEMITISM
WORLD WAR II
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January 27, Monday: Indian troops occupied Agordat (Ak’ordat), Eritrea.
Dr. Ricardo Shreiber, the Peruvian envoy in Tokyo, notified Max Bishop, 3rd secretary of the US embassy,
that he had learned from his intelligence sources that there was a Japanese naval war plan involving a surprise
attack on Pearl Harbor. This information was sent to the US State Department and to Naval Intelligence, as
well as to Admiral Husband E. Kimmel in the Hawaiian Islands.

WORLD WAR II
January 29, Wednesday: Prime Minister Ioannis Metaxas of Greece died in Athens of a throat infection and was
succeeded by Alexandros Georgiou Korizis.
John Cage began teaching an extension course in percussion at Mills College in Oakland.
United States/British staff conversations to determine joint strategy in case of United States involvement in the
war, begin in Washington DC.
WORLD WAR II
January 30, Thursday: Speaking in Berlin, Führer Adolf Hitler warned that if the United States decided to send aid to
Great Britain, its ships would be torpedoed by German submarines.
Paul S. Johnson committed suicide by jumping off the Golden Gate Bridge.
Australian forces captured Derna (Darnah), Libya.

WORLD WAR II
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January 31, Friday: An armistice was signed between France and Thailand aboard a Japanese warship in Saigon,
ending their border dispute of 4 months.
WORLD WAR II
In Newton, New Jersey, 9 leaders of the German-American Bund were sentenced to prison terms of 12-14
months for violation of that state’s race hatred law.
Evocations for piano by Carl Ruggles was performed publicly for the initial time, at the Detroit Institute of the
Arts (the concert inaugurated an exhibition of 20 of Ruggles’ paintings).
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FEBRUARY 1941
February: Robinson Jeffers accepted an invitation from the Library of Congress in Washington DC to go on a
nationwide lecture tour to inaugurate a Poetry Series in Washington, the University of Pittsburgh, Princeton
University, Harvard University, Columbia University, Buffalo, Indianapolis, Kansas City, and Salt Lake
City:56
Turn away from each other to that great presence to which
humanity is only a squirming particle. Love your neighbor as
yourself, that is, not excessively if you are adult and normal,
but God with all your heart and mind and soul. Turn outward from
each other as far as need and kindness permit to the vast life
and inexhaustible beauty beyond humanity. This is not a slight
matter but an essential condition of freedom and of moral and
of final sanity. It is understood that this attitude is
peculiarly unacceptable at the present, being opposed not only
by egoism and tradition but by all the currents of the moment.
We are now completely trapped in the nets of envy, intrigue,
corruption, compulsion, and eventual murder that are called
international politics. We have always been expansive, predatory
and missionary; and we love to lie to ourselves. We have
encountered this period of civil struggles and emerging
Caesarism that binds republics with brittle iron. Civilization
everywhere is in its age of decline and abnormal violence. Men
are going to be frightened and herded increasingly into lumps
and masses. A frightened man cannot think and the mass mind does
not want truth, only democratic or Aryan or Marxian or other
colored truth. It wants its own voices. However, the truth will
not die and persons who have lost everything in the culmination
of these evils and stand beyond hope and almost beyond fear may
find it again. But if in some future age, the dreams of Utopia
should incredibly be fulfilled and men were actually free of
want and fear, then all the more they would need this sanctuary
against the deadly emptiness, and insignificance of their lives
at leisure fully realized. Man much more than baboon or wolf is
an animal formed for conflict. His life seems to be meaningless
without it. Only a clear shift of meaning and emphasis from man
to not-man can make him whole.

56. In 1956, the Book Club of California would publish THEMES IN MY POEMS, on the basis of this lecture the poet had delivered
at the Library of Congress — a portion of which appears above. Here is Jeffers’s attitude in a nutshell:

The happiest and freest man is the scientist investigating
nature, or the artist admiring it; the person who is interested
in things that are not human. Or if he is interested in human
things, let him regard them objectively, as a small part of the
great music. Certainly humanity has claims on all of us; we can
best fulfill them by keeping our emotional sanity; and this by
seeing beyond and around the human race.

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

WORLD WAR II

WWII

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE
By bombarding Uranium238 (Hiroshima’s “Little Boy”) with deuterons in Professor Edwin McMillan’s
laboratory at the University of California–Berkeley, Dr. Glenn T. Seaborg and collaborators Arthur Charles
Wahl and Joseph William Kennedy produced the metal Plutonium239 (Nagasaki’s “Fat Man”). Their previous
artificial element having been named after the planet Neptune, they named this one after the planet Pluto and
Dr. Seaborg as a joke suggested a periodic-table symbol honoring a remark that was common at the time in
Warner Brothers cartoons, “P.U.” When produced in sufficient quantity, a chunk of this material would be
noticed to be warm to the touch. Announcement of the discovery would be postponed for six years on the basis
of security concerns.
WORLD WAR II
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February 1, Saturday: The Japanese government announced that it was beginning to ration rice.
At 8:20AM, two farm-workers heard shots as they walked across Dovehouse Farm, Ramsey Hollow,
Huntingdonshire. They found a German with a badly broken leg, Josef Jakobs, who was eager to surrender his
pistol and obtain medical care. His parachute was of camouflage material, he had a flashlight with a flashing
device, he had torn up a code sheet, and he had buried a wireless transmitter. His map was marked to indicate
the location of the RAF aerodrome of Upwood and the satellite airfield of Warboys. Under his flying suit he
was found to be attired in civilian clothing.
The US Navy announced a reorganization of the United States Fleet: old names Atlantic Fleet and Pacific Fleet
revived; Asiatic Fleet remains unchanged. Admiral H.E. Kimmel relieved Admiral J.O. Richardson as
Commander in Chief United States Pacific Fleet, with additional duty as Command in Chief United States
Fleet; Patrol Force, United States Fleet, becomes Atlantic Fleet and Admiral E.J. King became Commander in
Chief United States Atlantic Fleet; Admiral T.C. Hart continued as Commander in Chief United States Asiatic
Fleet.
WORLD WAR II
February 6, Thursday: On the day that German General Erwin Rommel assumed command of the Afrika Corps,
British and Australian forces entered Benghazi, Libya.
Concerto for Orchestra by Zoltán Kodály, composed to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the Chicago
Symphony Orchestra, was performed for the initial time, in Chicago.
WORLD WAR II
February 9, Sunday: The British navy bombarded Genoa. British planes attacked Genoa, Livorno, and La Spezia.
WORLD WAR II
In the Rembrandt Square, Amsterdam, Jews begin to offer open resistance to pogroms.
ANTISEMITISM
February 10, Monday: Senator Harry S Truman suggested that the United States Senate should a special committee to
investigate defense contracts.
Great Britain severed diplomatic relations with Romania due to the presence of 500,000 German troops in that
country.
General Walter G. Krivitsky, once the Red Army Chief of Intelligence for Western Europe, was found dead of
a gunshot wound in the Bellevue Hotel of Washington DC. This had been made to appear as if it had been an
accident, but Soviet agents were suspected (Krivitsky had broken with Stalin in 1937).
WORLD WAR II
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February 11, Tuesday: German Social Democrat Rudolf Hiferding, who twice served as finance minister for the
Weimar Republic, died in prison from injuries inflicted by the Gestapo.
Jews battled Germans and Dutch fascists in Waterloo Square, Amsterdam.
ANTISEMITISM
The Old Maid and the Thief, an opera by Gian-Carlo Menotti to his own words, was staged for the initial time,
in Philadelphia.
According to page 424 of Charles Beard’s PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT AND THE COMING OF WAR, 1941, President
Franklin Delano Roosevelt proposed that in order to bring the USA into the world war, we might be willing to
sacrifice the 6 cruisers and 2 carriers in Manila harbor. Navy Chief Stark objected: “I have previously opposed
this and you have concurred as to its unwisdom. Particularly do I recall your remark in a previous conference
when Mr. Hull suggested [more forces to Manila] and the question arose as to getting them out and your 100%
reply, from my standpoint, was that you might not mind losing one or two cruisers, but that you did not want
to take a chance on losing 5 or 6.”

British forces advanced into Italian Somaliland in East Africa.
WORLD WAR II
February 12, Wednesday: German troops in civilian clothes begin entering Bulgaria.
Germans close off the Jewish quarter of Amsterdam with barbed wire.
ANTISEMITISM
At Radcliffe Hospital, Ernst B. Chain and Howard Florey, who developed penicillin as an antibiotic,
supervised the first injection of penicillin into a human patient, Albert Alexander, a 48-year-old London
policeman who had developed septicemia from a shaving cut. After initial progress, their tiny supply of
penicillin would be exhausted and this patient would then succumb.
German General Erwin Rommel arrived in Tripoli (Tarabulus) to take command of the troops in Libya.
WORLD WAR II
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February 13, Thursday: Germans ordered all gentiles to leave Amsterdam’s Jewish Quarter.
WORLD WAR II
ANTISEMITISM
Senator Harry S Truman proposed that the United States Senate create a special committee to investigate
defense contracts.
King Alfonso XIII, in exile in Rome, renounced the throne of Spain in favor of his son, Don Juan.
February 14, Friday: British and South African forces from Kenya captured Kismayu (Kismaayo) in Italian
Somaliland.
The initial units of the German “Afrika Korps” arrived at Tripoli in North Africa.
WORLD WAR II
February 15, Saturday: Anti-Jewish legislation based on the Nürnberg Laws received royal assent in Bulgaria.
ANTISEMITISM
Italy required that the United States close its consulates in Naples and Palermo.
In Los Angeles, Duke Ellington and his Orchestra record what would become his signature tune, Billy
Strayhorn’s Take the A Train.
Naval Air Station, Kaneohe, Oahu, Hawaii was established.
WORLD WAR II
February 18, Tuesday: Thousands of Australian troops arrived in Singapore to prepare the island and Malaya for a
possible attacked by Japan.
WORLD WAR II
South African troops captured Mega, just north of the Kenya-Ethiopia border, taking 1,000 Italians prisoners.
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February 19, Wednesday: Construction began on a third set of ship locks for the Panama Canal.

AMANAPLANACANALPANAMA
The Coast Guard Reserve was established.
WORLD WAR II
February 20, Thursday: After discovering that the family tree of Johann Strauss contains unbaptized Jews, the Nazi
government publishes, on vellum, a statement officially “purifying” Strauss and his music. They then secretly
replace a matrimonial record in St. Stephen’s Cathedral, Vienna with a forgery.
WORLD WAR II
ANTISEMITISM
Adagio for Orchestra by Leos Janácek was performed for the initial time before a live audience, in Brno. The
work was already broadcast over Czechoslovak Radio-Brno in 1930.
February 22, Saturday: British and South African forces defeated Italians at Gelib, Italian Somaliland.
Germans and Dutch fascists invaded the Jewish quarter of Amsterdam. They cause much destruction and took
around 400 young men prisoner. All but one of these would die in death camps.
WORLD WAR II
ANTISEMITISM
Ballad of a Railroad Man for chorus and orchestra by Roy Harris was performed for the initial time, over the
airwaves of WNYC originating at the Brooklyn Academy of Music.
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February 23, Sun day: Workers in Amsterdam strike in protest against the arrest of 389 Jews. S.S. troops and German
police open fire on them, killing eleven people. The Jews would be sent to Buchenwald.
WORLD WAR II
ANTISEMITISM
Virgil Thomson writing in the New York Herald Tribune, attacked Kurt Weill and Lady in the Dark saying,
“It smells of Hollywood. It was hokum, like Louise, sincere hokum. If it really touches you, you go all to
pieces inside. If not, it was still something anyway, though not so much...Mr. Weill seems to have a great
facility for writing banal music and the shamelessness to emphasize its banality with the most emphatically
banal instrumentation.” Rebus for orchestra by Frank Bridge was performed for the initial time, in Queen’s
Hall, London.
Roy Harris’ symphonic overture Cimarron for band was performed for the initial time, in Mandel Hall at the
University of Chicago.

February 24, 1941: Matthew Gleason committed suicide by jumping off the Golden Gate Bridge.

February 25, Tuesday: British and South African forces captured Mogadishu (Muqdisho), the capital of Italian
Somaliland.
WORLD WAR II
A general strike in Amsterdam against the treatment of Dutch Jews shuts down the city. A march by workers
was attacked by German troops. Order was restored by evening.
ANTISEMITISM
February 26, Wednesday: The general strike in Amsterdam spreads to other Dutch cites.
WORLD WAR II

February 27, Thursday: Strikes against the treatment of Jews in the Netherlands end by today.
ANTISEMITISM
WORLD WAR II

February 28, Friday: British planes bombed Asmera, Eritrea.
WORLD WAR II
Former King Alfonso XIII of Spain died in exile, at the Grand Hotel in Rome.
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MARCH 1941
March: President Franklin Delano Roosevelt persuaded Congress to pass the Lend-Lease Act. The act allowed the US
to lend the Allies war materials in return for repayment after the war. The President, understanding Britain’s
desperation, began Atlantic transshipment of materials days before signing the bill. Using all of his political
ingenuity, he struggled against the constraints of neutrality.
WORLD WAR II

The Hamburger Fremdenblatt reported the first mass auctions of possessions of detained or executed German
Jews. Hamburg, Germany would become the wartime clearing house for such goods, and it appears that at least
100,000 German citizens purchased goods at such auctions.
ANTISEMITISM
“But there is something else I believe, and that is that
there is a God ... and this God again has blessed our
efforts during the past 13 years.”
— Adolf Hitler, February 24, 1940
WORLD WAR II
GERMANY
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March 1, Saturday: David H. Zimet committed suicide by jumping off the Golden Gate Bridge.
The United States Senate voted unanimously to create a Special Committee to Investigate the National
Defense Program (after Senator Harry S Truman’s appointment as chairman on March 8th, this would be
commonly be referred to as the Truman Committee).
As German troops march from Romania into Bulgaria, in Vienna King Boris was signing a protocol of
adherence to the Axis “tripartite pact” (it appears he may have been doing this out of necessity).
Free French troops from Chad captured the Al Kufrah Oasis, Libya in the Sahara.
Beginning today, the Italian government reduces rations of olive oil, butter and fat. It banned pastry baked with
flour, milk or fat and also banned ice cream.
Heinrich Himmler ordered that a camp be built at Birkenau (this would become Auschwitz II).
ANTISEMITISM
Support Force, Atlantic Fleet (Rear Admiral A.L. Bristol), composed of destroyers and patrol plane squadrons,
was established for protection of convoys in North Atlantic. Bulgaria joined the Axis as German troops
occupied the country.
WORLD WAR II
March 2, Sunday: German troops, having completed their takeover of Bulgaria, assembled at the Greek border.
Turkey closed the Dardanelles to all ships without special permits.
WORLD WAR II
March 4, Tuesday: The British launched a commando raid against the Lofoten Islands off the northern coast of
Norway. 14 people were killed, 215 Germans were taken prisoner and ten ships were sunk. 300 Norwegian
volunteers were taken back to Britain. The British captured sufficient code information to read all German
naval communication for the following two months.
WORLD WAR II

March 5, Wednesday: La cheminée du roi René op.205 for wind quintet by Darius Milhaud was performed for the
initial time, at Mills College, Oakland. Also premiered was Quartet in C Major for winds by Arthur Berger.
Great Britain severed diplomatic relations with Bulgaria, citing the “growing subservience of the Bulgarian
Government to German policy…”
WORLD WAR II
March 6, Thursday: The United States ordered that Italian consulates be closed in Detroit and Newark (in retaliation
for the closings of February 15th).
WORLD WAR II
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March 7, Friday: British forces arrived in Greece.
The British government proclaimed the conquest of Italian Somaliland to be completed, as British troops
entered Ethiopia.
In Warsaw, 17 Polish hostages were shot when the murderer of a German failed to be produced. Among these
shot were two professors of Warsaw University.
WORLD WAR II
March 9, Sunday: Italian forces begin an offensive against the Greeks in Albania.
WORLD WAR II
Episode for organ by Aaron Copland was performed for the initial time, in New York.
Sandburg Phrases (later called Suite for piano) by Norman Dello Joio was performed for the initial time, in
Carnegie Chamber Music Hall, New York.
Symphony no.2 “Anthropos” by Henry Cowell was performed for the initial time, at the Brooklyn Museum,
conducted by the composer himself.
Ode to Truth for orchestra by Roy Harris was performed for the initial time, in Memorial Chapel, Stanford
University, Palo Alto, California.
March 10, Monday: The last transport of Jews from Bydogszcz arrived at the Warsaw Ghetto.
WORLD WAR II
Japan mediated the undeclared war between France and Indochina; France ceded territory to Thailand and
gave Japan a monopoly over the Indochinese rice crop and the right to the airport at Saigon.
Olivier Messiaen wrote from Neussargues, Cantal that he was no longer a prisoner of war, and was now with
his wife and son.
Sinfonietta for orchestra by Walter Piston was performed for the initial time, in Jordan Hall, Boston.
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March 11, Tuesday: The “cash and carry” provisions of the Neutrality Act of 1939 were amended to permit transfer of
munitions to the Allies.
The Cambodian provinces of Siem Reap and Battambang were annexed by Thailand under a peace treaty
between Thailand and France mediated by Japan.
Six people were killed when bombs planted in the luggage of George Rendel, British ambassador to Bulgaria,
exploded in the lobby of an Istanbul hotel (Mr. Rendel was not present at the time).
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt signed the Lend-Lease Act, Public Law 11 of the 77th Congress.
Five minutes later he approved a list of materials to be sent to Great Britain and Greece.
WORLD WAR II
March 12, Wednesday: Thai/USSR exchange of notes establishing diplomatic relations.
Naval Air Station, Corpus Christi, Texas was established.
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt asked Congress for $7,000,000,000 in lend-lease aid.
WORLD WAR II
March 13, Thursday: The Boston Bruins defeated the New York Americans, 8-3, becoming the 1st hockey team to win
the divisional championship four times in a row.
15 members of the Dutch resistance were executed by firing squad.
WORLD WAR II
March 14, Friday: Sergei Rakhmaninov conducted for the final time, in Chicago.
A Poznan newspaper reported that a couple of Poles had been sentenced to death for singing the Polish national
anthem.
All able-bodied Romanians above the age of 12 were conscripted for agricultural work.
The Italian offensive in Albania was halted by the Greeks.
WORLD WAR II
March 15, Saturday: British and Indian forces attacked Italians at Keren, Ethiopia.
WORLD WAR II
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March 16, Sunday: The Pan American Union announced the creation of a music division to be headed by Charles
Seeger.
The announcement that Dmitri Shostakovich has won the Stalin Prize for his Piano Quintet was published in
Pravda.
British forces landed at Berbera, British Somaliland and advanced inland.
WORLD WAR II
March 17, Monday: British and South African forces captured Jijiga, Ethiopia, east of Addis Ababa.
WORLD WAR II
The National Gallery of Art was dedicated in Washington by President Franklin Delano Roosevelt.
The building and the paintings were a gift of Andrew W. Mellon.
Hanya Holm Music, dance music by Henry Cowell to a scenario by Holm, was performed for the initial time,
in New York.
Sonata for cello and piano by Norman Dello Joio was performed for the initial time, at the MacDowell Club,
New York, the composer himself at the keyboard.
March 20, Thursday: British troops took Hargeysa, British Somaliland.
WORLD WAR II
Words for Music, Perhaps, a cycle for voice and piano by Arthur Berger to words of Yeats, was performed for
the initial time, in San Francisco, the composer himself at the keyboard.
March 21, Friday: British forces push the Italians back at the Marda Pass, west of Jijiga, Ethiopia.
WORLD WAR II
Bohuslav Martinu and his wife Charlotte departed from Lisbon for the United States aboard the SS Exeter.
The United States merchant ship Robin Moor was sunk by a German submarine in the South Atlantic after 35
passengers and crew were ordered into lifeboats.
The United States Army called for volunteers for the 1st African-American air unit, to be called the 99th
Pursuit Squadron. This would be stationed in Tuskegee, Alabama.
Major Barbara, a film with music by William Walton, was shown for the initial time, in the Savoy Theater,
Nassau, Bahamas.
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March 22, Saturday: British troops overran the Italian troops in Babile Pass, west of Jijiga, Ethiopia.
WORLD WAR II
The Grand Coulee Dam on the Columbia River, biggest hunk of concrete in the world, began operation.
March 24, Monday: General Erwin Rommel mounted his 1st attack in the Desert War. German troops retook El
Agheila (Al’Uqaylah), Libya.
A communiqué between Turkey and the USSR pledged neutrality, should either be attacked (between Turkey
and the USSR, neutrality’s as good as it gets).
WORLD WAR II
Incidental music to Shakespeare’s play King Lear by Dmitri Shostakovich was performed for the initial time,
in the Gorky Bolshoy Dramatic Theater, Leningrad.
March 25, Tuesday: At Vienna, Prime Minister Dragisa Cvetkovic of Yugoslavia signed a protocol of adherence to the
Axis Tripartite Pact, with Führer Adolf Hitler. The ceremony was broadcast over Belgrade Radio. Anti-fascist
demonstrations began in Yugoslavia.
The United Nations Security Council met at New York’s Hunter College.
The German war zone was extended beyond Iceland.
WORLD WAR II
A National Guidance Association was established, to provide “educational, vocational, recreational, social,
health, and citizenship” advice, with its headquarters in Chicago.
March 26, Wednesday: British and South African forces captured Harer, Ethiopia, east of Addis Ababa.
Martial law was declared in Syria after two days of riots over food shortages and nationalist agitation.
Mass demonstrations and riots occur throughout Yugoslavia against the Tripartite Pact.
WORLD WAR II
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March 27, Thursday: After two weeks of battle, the Italian defenders of Keren, Ethiopia surrender to British and Indian
troops.
Yugoslav Air Force General Dusan Simovic, backed by elements of the Yugoslav armed forces, effected a
bloodless Anti-Axis coup d’état in the name of King Petar II and denounced the Tripartite Pact with the Axis
powers. Simovic replaced Dragisa Cvetkovic as prime minister.
WORLD WAR II
United States/British staff discussions in Washington ended with the establishment of an “ABC-1 Staff
Agreement” which embodied basic strategic direction of the war — in the event of United States entry.
The Germans begin deporting Jews from Paris. 1,012 departed on this day toward Auschwitz.
ANTISEMITISM
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt signed a bill authorizing $7,000,000,000 in lend-lease aid.
Béla Bartók began transcribing the recordings of Serbo-Croatian folk music held in the Milman Parry
Collection of Harvard University. He was doing his work in New York at Columbia University.
Symphony no.3 by Alfredo Casella was performed for the initial time, in Chicago.
March 29, Saturday: British and South African forces captured Diredawn (Dire Dawa), Ethiopia, east of Addis Ababa.
WORLD WAR II
New York ex-mayor Fiorello La Guardia was named director general of the United Nations Relief and
Rehabilitation Administration.
Sinfonia da Requiem op.20 by Benjamin Britten was performed for the initial time, in Carnegie Hall, New
York. The work had been composed on commission from the government of Japan to celebrate the 2,600th
anniversary of the Japanese dynasty but had considerably offended them.
March 30, Sunday: The German Afrika Korps went on the offensive in North Africa.
WORLD WAR II
The United States took possession of all German, Italian, and Danish ships in United States ports.
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March 31, Monday: German and Italian forces attacked Agheila (Al’Uqaylah), Libya.
Bohuslav Martinu and his wife reached New Jersey from Lisbon aboard the Exeter.
A South Greenland Survey Expedition composed of State, Treasury, War, and Navy Department
representatives arrived at Godthaab, Greenland, its purpose being to scout out sites for military and naval
installations, and gather hydrographic data.
The British light cruiser HMS Bonaventure was sunk north of Sollum by the Italian submarine
Ambra.139 died.57

57. At a first order of approximation there seems to be a remarkable similarity between fighting at sea and feeding fish.
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A Navy report by Bellinger and Martin predicted that if Japan made war on the USA, they would strike Pearl
Harbor without warning at dawn with aircraft from a maximum of 6 carriers. (For years Navy planners had
been assuming that Japan, on the outbreak of a war in the Pacific, would strike the American fleet wherever it
was, since this powerful fleet on its flank would represent the only threat to Japan’s plans.)

WORLD WAR II

GI Joe asserts:
“What, me worry?”
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APRIL 1941
April: Inauguration of naval patrols in the Atlantic Ocean to detect German submarines and report their locations to
British warships. President Franklin Delano Roosevelt gave the US Navy permission to attack German
submarines west of 25 degrees longitude.

US MILITARY INTERVENTIONS
Charles Lindbergh resigned his commission in the Army Air Corps (after Pearl Harbor he would regret this
but President Franklin Delano Roosevelt would instruct Secretary of War Henry L. Stimson that he was not to
be reinstated).
The United States of America took Greenland under protection.
US MILITARY INTERVENTIONS
American workers were dispatched to Northern Ireland to construct a naval base.
WORLD WAR II
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April: Brigadier General George Smith Patton, Jr. was promoted to Major General and assumed command of the 2d
Armored Division stationed at Fort Benning, Georgia.
WORLD WAR II

The Japanese army58 initiated a program for the construction of a uranium fission device, the initial step being
the production of quantities of enriched 235Uranium using the method of thermal diffusion. The program
would be named “Ni-Go” and does not seem to have involved any concept of the construction of a dirty bomb.
Uranium yellow-cake ore would be obtained from the hills of Fukushima Prefecture, Japan, using school
students for field labor in the absence of adult males all of whom would be serving in the military.59
April 1, Tuesday: In Eritrea, British forces captured Asmera.
In Libya, German troops took Mersa Brega (Marsa al’Burayqah).
In a dozen US states, 400,000 soft coal miners went on strike.
In Peru, the assets of Lufthansa airlines were seized.
In Caracas, mobs set fire to a German-owned hotel.
Mexico, Venezuela, Peru, and Ecuador seized 16 Italian and 7 German merchant ships.
WORLD WAR II

58. The Japanese navy would independently begin a similar program, named “F-Go.”
59. A number of the student laborers are still alive, such as Kiwamu Ariga and Kuniteru Maeda, and remember being told, most
impressively, that they were involved in the building of a bomb the size of a matchbox that would be capable of destroying the entire
city of New York. Mr. Ariga comments that “I have no doubt Japan would have used it if it succeeded.” He adds, reflecting on the
current Fukushima disaster, “We were brainwashed during the war, and we were brainwashed again after the war. Maybe we will
get wise the third time.”
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April 2, Wednesday: German and Italian forces drove the British out of Agedabia (Ajdabiya), Libya.
WORLD WAR II
General Rashid Ali, a foe of the British, staged a successful coup in Iraq.
Two plays with incidental music by Arthur Honegger were performed for the initial time, in Théâtre Monceau,
Paris: La Mandragore by Machiavelli and L’Ombre de la ravine by Synge.
The customs receivership held by the United States over the Dominican Republic since 1905 was ended.
Four striking miners fired upon with machine guns were killed in Harlan County, Kentucky. Seven employees
of the Crummies Creek Coal Company were taken into custody on charges of murder.
Sonata for Two Pianos op.13 by Vincent Persichetti was performed for the initial time, in Town Hall, New
York, by the composer and his wife-to-be Dorothea Flanagan.
April 3, Thursday: There was a pro-Nazi coup d’état in Iraq.
Despondent over the decision of Regent Admiral Horthy to involve the country more overtly in the war,
Hungarian prime minister Pál, Count Teleki de Szék killed himself (memo: offing yourself over something like
this doesn’t ordinarily accomplish much although of course you are entitled to hope for whatever you want to
hope for; this dude would immediately be replaced by László Bárdossy).
Scapino overture by William Walton was performed for the initial time, in Orchestra Hall, Chicago. It had been
commissioned to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the Chicago Symphony Orchestra.
WORLD WAR II
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April 4, Friday: Germans and Italians took Benghazi, Libya.
King Petar II ordered the complete mobilization of the armed forces of Yugoslavia.
The Italian government banned all films from the United States.
Four Songs op.13 by Samuel Barber were performed for the initial time, in Philadelphia: A Nun Takes the Veil,
to words of Hopkins, The Secrets of the Old, to words of Yeats, Sure on This Shining Night, to words of Agee,
and Nocturne, to words of Prokosch.
Concertino in Stilo Classico for piano and orchestra by Norman Dello Joio was performed for the initial time,
in New York.
Slow Piece for orchestra by Ross Lee Finney was performed for the initial time, in Minneapolis.
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John R. Kellam posted his letter of resignation of his reserve officer’s commission in the US Army:

WORLD WAR II
It was out of character with everything I believed in. I thought
I was going to be an increasing embarrassment to myself to have
it. So I sent in my resignation to the War Department in
Washington, to the highest ranking reserve officer corps person
that I knew about. Nothing happened, so I went down to Washington
a few months later. I went to the munitions building on
Constitution Avenue —this was before the Pentagon was built— and
I went from office to office trying to find out where my letter
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would be waiting for action. And as I suspected it was still
down near the bottom of somebody’s piled high inbox. As long as
I carried a commission, I was not subject to the draft, because
I could be called to active duty at any moment. So I found where
it was and I talked to the officer who was holding it up. I asked
him to consider how valuable I was from his point of view. Was
I, in any sense, an asset to the Reserve Officer Corps or the
Army? I had a viewpoint so strong that I could not kill anybody
in a war, or ruin anybody’s property in a war or in peace time
either, for that matter, and I would have to say No!

I said, “Is there any advantage to the Army of your not getting
this resignation letter considered and accepted and my
commission as a Second Lieutenant canceled? How much am I useful
to you?”
I said, “I’m in this attitude and I’m pretty certain it’s a
lifetime one. I’m not going to be coerced come what may.”
“Well,” he said, “you are no doubt of no use to us at all!”
He had picked my letter (it was dated April 4, 1941) out of his
box before that and had scanned it while we were talking.
He said, “I think I can get this acted on within a week or ten
days and you’ll hear from us.”
I said, “Thank you very much, Sir!”
And I turned and walked out, but I didn’t salute him! Ha-ha-haha!

OHNE MICH!
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Soon afterward, at MIT, John would receive a letter from the War Department, accepting his resignation of his
army commission as a 2nd Lieutenant but reminding him that as a young civilian male he would now need to
register with the US Selective Service as eligible for the draft:

So I went over to the Selective Service office in Cambridge and
asked what conscientious objectors do to get properly certified
in the correct classification. Well, he said, fill out this
special form 47. So I filled that out and turned it in. As I was
leaving the building, just going around the corner of that
little brick building, I saw two cars come together one block
away right in front of me. So I trotted down there. Somebody ran
through the stop sign and hit the side of another car. They were
both still in the middle of the intersection. By and by while
waiting for the police to come, traffic began to pile up. The
car wouldn’t operate, the one that had been hit on its side. So
a group of us pushed the car over to the nearby curb and then
its brake having been disarranged, the man tried to pull his
emergency brake on and it didn’t work and the car went with one
wheel over the curb, just a couple of feet and stopped. We let
it rest there and a rear wheel was right against the curb so it
wasn’t going to go anywhere. Pretty soon the police came and I
watched them and one of the police officers knew the fellow who
had run the stop sign, the one who was at fault. They greeted
each other in a friendly fashion and then pretty soon I saw
someone who had also been in the neighborhood who said he had
also seen this accident happen, but when he started to tell the
police officer, the officer cut him off saying, Ah, that’s just
your opinion! And I thought, Oh-oh! There’s bias working here.
The wrong man’s going to lose his license maybe. So I kept
observing everything and then this car was taken off to a garage
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that was only about a block away around the corner to get fixed.
So I followed it over there and I talked to this driver, a Mr.
Linehan.
I said, “I saw what happened back there and it looks like you’re
in for getting an undeserved penalty because the other driver
and one of the police officers are buddy-buddy.”
I said I wished that I could take some photographs of that
intersection to show what had happened, while evidence was still
there, now that the crowd has gone away.
He said, “Well, I’ve got a camera here.”
And he showed me his camera and it was just a duplicate of my
own camera, a Jiffy Kodak. So I went back to that corner which
was beside a three story tenement house and I got on its roof
and took photographs showing very clearly the skid marks and
identifying buildings. So I went home and wrote the whole thing
up and when the case came up in court, I was a witness. Since I
had been studying traffic, and traffic lighting and stop sign
systems and so on, it’s part of my city planning, I did a real
technical job of this. So when we got into court and I was
testifying and the man who was friendly with the crooked cop was
trying to get the wrong side to win, I was giving him real
trouble because of what I said. So he tried to discredit me in
every way possible.
He said, “How did you happen to be where you were when this
accident occurred?”
“Well,” I said, “I’d been just inside the draft board and had
come around that corner...”
And he said, “What were you in the draft board for?”
“Oh, I went in to fill out a form.”
“What form?”
I said, “Oh, this is as far as I will go because everything that
happens between a registrant and the draft board is confidential
by law. I don’t have to tell you anything more than I have, but
the draft board people can confirm that I was there if you need
that.”
Well, the judge declared a lunch recess, a little early I
thought, and when he came back and reconvened the court, along
towards one o’clock, he made an announcement saying, “I’m
prepared to qualify Mr. Kellam as an expert witness in this case
and I should warn everybody that I believe everything he says.”
It turned out he was the chairman of that draft board. He had
made his own inquiries of the office. Ha-ha-ha-ha! And he
understood perfectly that I was a credible witness and that I
realized my right to have my information kept in confidence by
that board. So this all came out correctly. Mr. Linehan
qualified for no penalty and his insurance company was not the
one to pay for the damage. The fellow who caused the accident
took his own consequences for running through the stop sign.
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April 5, Saturday: A Yugoslav/USSR treaty of friendship and non-aggression was signed at Moscow.
WORLD WAR II
The Duke of Aosta, Italian Viceroy of Ethiopia, ordered the evacuation of Addis Ababa.
Verklungene Feste, a ballet by Richard Strauss to a choreography by Pia and Pino Mlaker, was performed for
the initial time, in the Bayerische Staatsoper, München.
April 6, Sunday: At 5:00AM German bombs begin dropping on Belgrade. Germany invaded Yugoslavia and Greece
as Führer Adolf Hitler declared war on Yugoslavia and German forces moved into Yugoslav territory from
points in Austria, Hungary, and Bulgaria.
Another German army was heading out of Bulgaria in the direction of Thessaloniki.
Air attacks on Piraeus almost completely destroyed that port.
Meanwhile, British and South African forces reached Addis Ababa.
Meanwhile Igor Stravinsky and Vera Stravinsky were moving into their new home on North Wetherly Drive
in Beverly Hills, California.
Music for Auden and Stern’s (after Lawrence) play The Rocking-Horse Winner by Benjamin Britten was
performed for the initial time, over the airwaves of the CBS radio network originating in New York.
WORLD WAR II
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April 7, Monday: United States Naval Operating Base, Bermuda was established.
German troops captured Strumica and Skopje, Yugoslavia (Macedonia).
Axis troops took Derna (Darnah), Libya.
Great Britain and Greece severed diplomatic relations with Hungary because it was being used as a staging
ground for the German offensive in the Balkans.
WORLD WAR II
April 8, Tuesday: British forces captured Massawa (Mits’iwa) in Ethiopia.
German troops occupied Thessaloniki, capturing 70,000 Greek soldiers.
A bombe exploded in the German consulate in Havana (no injuries were reported).
WORLD WAR II
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April 9, Wednesday: The Secretary of State of the United States and the Danish Minister to the United States of
America agreed to a US protectorate over Greenland for the duration of the German occupation of Denmark.

The battleship USS North Carolina (BB-55) was commissioned at the Brooklyn Naval Shipyard in New York
City (the first battleship commissioned in the United States since 1923).
The Jealous Man for male chorus by Leos Janácek was performed for the first time, in Vizovice.
The Berlin Opera unter den Linden was destroyed by bombs.
WORLD WAR II
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April 10, Thursday: President Franklin Delano Roosevelt proclaimed that the Red Sea and Gulf of Aden were no
longer combat areas and thus were open to United States shipping.

A German attack on the Allied army (Greece-Britain-New Zealand-Australia-Poland) in northern Greece
began.
Axis troops cut off and besieged the Australians and British in Tobruk (Tubruq).
Croat nationalist Ante Pavelic declared the independence of Croatia, in alliance with Germany.
The Italian government announced that gasoline rations for civilians would be cut in half beginning tomorrow.
The German Army took Zagreb.
The destroyer Niblack (DD-424) while rescuing survivors of a torpedoed Netherlands freighter, dropped depth
charges on a German submarine off Iceland (this is believed to be the first encounter of the war between United
States and German vessels of war).
WORLD WAR II
April 11, Friday: Arnold Schoenberg became a citizen of the United States.
German and Italian forces under General Erwin Rommel pushed the British back to the border of Egypt.
Italian forces took Ljubljana, Yugoslavia (Slovenia) and recrossed the Albanian border into Greece.
WORLD WAR II
April 12, Saturday: German and Italian forces captured Bardia (Bardiyah) in Libya.
The German Army occupied Belgrade.
WORLD WAR II
April 13, Sunday: At Moscow, the USSR and Japan signed a five-year Russo-Japanese Non-Aggression Pact, together
with a joint declaration regarding the frontiers of the Japanese protectorate at Manchukuo.
WORLD WAR II
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April 14, Monday: In northern Yugoslavia, Hungarian soldiers shot or stabbed Jews and Serbs. The synagogue in
Osijek was destroyed by fire.
ANTISEMITISM
King Petar II was evacuated by the Royal Air Force.
General Erwin Rommel’s German formations attacked Tobruk.
WORLD WAR II
April 15, Tuesday: Germany and Italy recognized the newly proclaimed Croatia.
In a gun battle in Harlan County, Kentucky in the course of a coal strike, four men were killed, among them
the president and vice-president of the Fork Ridge Coal Co., a deputy sheriff, and a miner. Twenty-five of the
miners were wounded.
The initial hearing of Senator Harry S Truman’s Special “Truman Committee” to Investigate the National
Defense Program was conducted, with Secretary of War Henry L. Stimson as the new committee’s initial
witness.
Bulgaria severed diplomatic relations with Yugoslavia.
WORLD WAR II
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April 16, Wednesday: A convoy of 5 freighters carrying something like 3,000 troops of the German Afrika Korps was
engaged near the island of Kerkennah in the Mediterranean by British Force K consisting of the destroyers
HMS Nubian, HMS Mohawk, HMS Janus, and HMS Jervis. The freighters were sunk, as was the Mohawk.
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There would be only 1,248 German floaters to be plucked from the sea by Italian rescue ships.60
WORLD WAR II
In bombing raids from April 16th to 17th over London, 2,300 people would be killed. The north transept of St.
Paul’s Cathedral would be destroyed.
Mills Fanfare op.224 for strings by Darius Milhaud was performed for the initial time, in Oakland.

April 17, Thursday: The Yugoslav army surrendered to the German army.
WORLD WAR II
The Egyptian steamship Zamzam was sunk by the German raider Atlantis in the South Atlantic Area; about
150 Americans were included among the rescued passengers.
Italian troops took Dubrovnik, Yugoslavia (Croatia).
German forces took Sarajevo and immediately burned the synagogue, an important center of Sephardic Jewish
culture.
ANTISEMITISM
German forces broke through New Zealanders defending the Aliakhman Line in central Greece.
Colonel Charles Lindbergh informed an America First rally in Chicago that Britain has lost the war and that
the United States couldn’t help them.
The United States auto industry agreed to cut production of cars by 20%, in order to produce more armaments.
A Song for Illinois for orchestra by John Alden Carpenter was performed for the initial time, in Orchestra Hall,
Chicago.

60. At a first order of approximation there seems to be a remarkable similarity between fighting at sea and feeding fish.
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April 18, Friday: British troops landed at Basra, Iraq.
WORLD WAR II
Despondent over disasters at the front and the discovery of treason in his cabinet, Greek Prime Minister
Alexander Korysis killed himself.
The Vichy government of France withdrew from the League of Nations.
O Happy Land for voice and piano by John Ireland to words of Linton was performed for the initial time, over
the airwaves of the BBC originating in Bedford, the composer himself at the keyboard.

April 19, Saturday: King Georgios II of Greece took over the duties of prime minister.
WORLD WAR II
Mother Courage and Her Children by Bertolt Brecht was 1st performed in Zürich.
April 20, Sunday: The Greek armies in Albania surrendered to Axis forces.
In reprisal for the killing of a German soldier in Paris, 22 French civilians were executed.
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt and Canadian prime minister Mackenzie King signed the Hyde Park
Agreement, to cooperate in the purchase and production of equipment for the defense of the hemisphere and
for assistance to the Allies.
WORLD WAR II
Two dances to scenarios by Hawkins were performed for the initial time, in New York: Trickster by Henry
Cowell, and Pilgrim’s Progress by Wallingford Riegger.
April 21, Monday: The Royal Navy bombarded Tripoli (Tarabulus), Libya.
WORLD WAR II
Emmanouil Ioannou Tsouderos replaced King Georgios II as Prime Minister of Greece.
The King of Yugoslavia and his government arrived in Jerusalem.
This was the 1st night of 9 successive night attacks by the Luftwaffe on Plymouth.
14 American composers sued the National Association of Broadcasters, the National Broadcasting Company,
the Columbia Broadcasting System, and Broadcast Music, Inc. for $1,215,500 for conspiring to “usurp and
acquire complete domination and control of the business of song writing and musical composition in the
United States.” 13 of these plaintiffs were members of ASCAP.
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April 22, Tuesday: Vaucochard et fils Ier, an operetta by Emmanuel Chabrier to words of Verlaine and Viotti, was
performed for the initial time, at the Salle de l’Ancien Conservatoire, Paris, 77 years after it had been
composed.
The German Army captured Thessalonika.The authorized enlisted strength of the regular US Navy was
WORLD WAR II
increased to 232,000.
April 23, Wednesday: In the first prison strike of the period, when the warden at Danbury prison stopped them from
acting in support of a nationwide student strike for peace, 16 of the US conscientious objectors, including the
Union 8 from Manhattan, refused to work and began to refuse nourishment.

The army of Greece north of Thermopylae surrendered to invading Germans and Italians. King George II was
evacuated to Crete.
Fantasia de movimentos mistos for violin and orchestra by Heitor Villa-Lobos was performed completely for
the initial time, in Rio de Janeiro.
Danse Calinda, a ballet by Ulysses Kay after Torrence was performed for the initial time, in Rochester, New
York, Howard Hanson conducting.
Greece signed an armistice with Germany and severed diplomatic relations with Bulgaria.
WORLD WAR II
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April 24, Thursday: Bulgaria declared a state of war in its occupied areas of Greece and Yugoslavia.
The Lublin ghetto was sealed.
ANTISEMITISM
The US’s Neutrality Patrol was extended eastward to 26 degrees of West Longitude.
After holding off the Germans in a delaying action, the Allies abandon Thermopylae.
WORLD WAR II
The Royal Navy began evacuating Allied (Britain-Australia-New Zealand-Poland) forces from Greece.
German paratroopers land on Lemnos, Thasos and Samothrace.
April 26, Saturday: German forces captured a bridge over the Corinth Canal and entered the Peloponnesus.
Leonard Bernstein conducted his first broadcast performance, directing the Curtis Institute Orchestra in the
A major Serenade of Johannes Brahms.
The US’s Neutrality Patrol was extended southward to 20 degrees of South Latitude.
WORLD WAR II
April 27, Sunday: The German Army occupied Athens and Greece surrendered.Greece was divided into three zones
of occupation, German, Italian and Bulgarian.
German troops captured Sollum (Salûm).
Over the next two days, Ustashi killed 196 Serbs in Gudovar, in retaliation for the death of a single Croatian
soldier.An American-Dutch-British Conference at Singapore ended, having reached agreement on combined
operating plan of local defense forces in the event of war with Japan; Captain W.R. Purnell, USN, was the
senior United States representative.
The 900-ton destroyer HMS Wryneck was engaged by German Stuka aircraft and sunk off Nauplia, Greece
while it was helping in the evacuation of British troops from Greece. It and the destroyer HMS Diamond had
taken on board about 700 troops and crew from the 11,600-ton Dutch liner Slamat that had been converted into
a troopship and placed under British control, which had earlier been attacked and damaged. HMS Wryneck and
HMS Diamond were sunk. Of approximately 950 aboard these vessels only an officer, 14 naval ratings, and 8
soldiers would survive.61
The 11,636-ton Dutch passenger liner Slamat had been taken over for service as a troop transport.
While engaged in the evacuation of British and New Zealand troops from Crete, attacked for the 2nd time by
German aircraft of Luftwaffe JG-77, the vessel sank taking 193 down with it. Around 700 of the soldiers on
board had, however, been rescued by the destroyers HMS Diamond and HMS Wryneck — and both of these
warships would also be bombed and would also sink, drowning most of the men who had been temporarily
salvaged from the sinking of the Slamat. The total death toll would be 843 and only 1 officer, 41 seamen, and
8 soldiers would ever reach dry land.
WORLD WAR II
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April 28, Monday: Prime Minister Rashid Ali of Iraq sealed off the British airbase at Habbaniyah.
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt froze all Greek assets in the United States, estimated at around
$50,000,000. This was the last night of evacuation of Allied forces from Greece (more than 50,000 had been
evacuated).
US coal mine operators and unions agreed to a formula proposed by the President which ended the walkout of
400,000 miners that had been ongoing since April 1st. Miners would begin to receive $6.60 per day.
The German army took Sollum.
During World War II, because of protection by Nazi Germany, the Croats, who were Roman Catholics, were
able to perpetrate a genocide upon the Serbs, who were Orthodox Catholics. Since the Roman Catholic
Croatian Ustashi Army (a militia created by Ante Pavelic, Prime Minister of Croatia) were merely doing with
enthusiasm what the Gestapo and SD units had gone into the region to accomplish, the German occupation
forces were turning a blind eye to this genocide. This day marked the worst of it as units of the Croatian Ustashi
Army surrounded the villages of Gudovac and Brezovica in Croatia to execute the 234 there who were of
Serbian nationality. They were advised they must choose: either go back to Serbia or convert to the national
religion, Roman Catholicism, and they were advised that refusal would mean death. In addition, at the village
of Blagaj, 520 men, women, and children were being taken care of very inexpensively by being struck on the
head. In the Koprivnica Forest near Livno around 300 were being brutalized before their execution, with hands
and feet cut off and eyes gouged out. The heads of small children were being thrown into the laps of their
mothers. Inventively, women’s breasts were being amputated and then the hands of their children were being
pulled through under the skin of their chests and tied together. (Can you imagine what irreligious people might
have done under those circumstances?) In the Livno area alone, the Roman Catholics killed 1,243 Orthodox
Catholics inclusive of 370 who were children. In the Risova Greda Forest the bodies of more than 800
Orthodox Catholics were shoved over the edge into ravines. The Roman Catholic General Dragutin Rumler,
in command of the Croatian Ustashi Army, reported that in round numbers to the point of his report, about
10,000 Orthodox Catholics, Jews, and Gypsies had been taken care of. In the Mount Kozara region, Serb
children were taken from their parents to be isolated in special concentration camps. In the filthy camp at Sisak,
out of 6,693 children, 1,600 would soon be dead. In the camp at Jastrebarko there were an additional 3,336
helpless children, and shortly after their arrival the local cemetery records reveal that the caretaker buried 768.
In Plot 142 in the Mirogoj Cemetery in Zagreb lie the remains of 862 who actually were rescued by the Red
Cross but in such sad condition that they soon died. Now that we have had a chance to research the extant
records and tabulate the numbers, we know that this Roman Catholic genocide took the lives of 11,194
Orthodox Catholic children. We even know that of these, 6,302 were boys and 4,874 girls — and that their
modal age had been six and one half years.

61. At a first order of approximation there seems to be a remarkable similarity between fighting at sea and feeding fish.
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“A victory described in detail is indistinguishable
from a defeat.”
— Jean-Paul Sartre

April 29, Tuesday: Georgios Tsolakoglou headed the government of Greece under German occupation.
WORLD WAR II
In 9 days of bombing of the city of Plymouth, England, ending on this day, 600 people had been killed.
Elegie und Reigen op.45 by Hans Pfitzner was performed for the initial time, in Salzburg.
April 30, Wednesday: A massive German attack on Tobruk (Tubruq) met stiff resistance from Australian defenders.
WORLD WAR II
The 1st anti-Jewish racial laws were proclaimed in Yugoslavia.
ANTISEMITISM
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MAY 1941
May 1, Thursday: Citizen Kane, a film by Orson Welles, was first shown at the RKO Palace in New York.
Piccolo Concerto per Muriel Couvreux for piano and chamber orchestra by Luigi Dallapiccola was performed
for the initial time, in Teatro delle Arti, Rome, the composer himself at the keyboard.
This night marked the beginning of 7 successive nights of bombing over Liverpool.
A German attack on Tobruk was repulsed.
WORLD WAR II
May 2, Friday: The US Federal Communications Commission authorized the commercialization of television
broadcasting, to begin July 1st.
Miss Sally’s Party, a ballet by William Grant Still to a scenario by Arvey, was performed for the initial time,
at the Eastman School of Music in Rochester, New York, with Howard Hanson conducting.
British forces in Habbaniyah, Iraq attacked Iraqi forces sent from Baghdad to subdue them.
WORLD WAR II

May 3, Saturday: Italy annexed part of Slovenia including Ljubljana.
WORLD WAR II
Leonard Bernstein graduated from the Curtis Institute of Music in Philadelphia with a diploma in conducting.

May 4, Sunday: New anti-Jewish measures were instituted in Croatia. Jewish property was to be confiscated and Jews
were barred from government employment.
WORLD WAR II
ANTISEMITISM
Commemorative March for violin, cello and piano by Samuel Barber was performed for the initial time, at the
wedding of the composer’s sister on this day in the New York apartment of Barber and Gian Carlo Menotti.
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May 5, Monday: Ethiopian Emperor Haile Selassie enters his capitol, Addis Ababa.
Iraqi forces withdrew from the plain of Habbaniyah.
WORLD WAR II
Italy annexes Dalmatia.
Paul Bunyan op.17, an operetta by Benjamin Britten to words of Auden, was performed for the initial time, in
Brander Matthews Hall, Columbia University, New York.

May 6, Tuesday: Iosef Vissarionovich Dzugashvili, known as “Stalin” or “Man of Steel,” replaced Vyacheslav
Mikhailovich Molotov as Chairman of the Council of People’s Commissars of the USSR.
WORLD WAR II

5’ 4”
May 7, Wednesday: Josip Broz, a communist veteran of the Spanish Civil War, sets up the beginning of a Yugoslav
revolt, in Belgrade. He was also known by a war alias, Tito.
WORLD WAR II
Olivier Messiaen entered into duties as Professor of Harmony at the Paris Conservatoire. In his 1st class was
a young pianist named Yvonne Loriod.
Speaking to the Association of American Physicians in Atlantic City, Dr. Harold G. Wolff of the Cornell
University Medical School recommended 2 ounces of whiskey and an aspirin tablet be used to alleviate pain.
May 8, Thursday: The Pinguin, a German cruiser commanded by Captain Krüder on a mission as a raider, had by this
point sunk or captured a total of 32 ships. It was itself sunk on this day, near the Seychelles in the Indian ocean,
by the British heavy cruiser HMS Cornwall under Captain Manwaring. Casualties on board the Pinguin were
3 officers and 341 crewmembers as well as approximately 200 prisoners. (21 of the prisoners and 60 of the
crewmembers would be redeemed from the waves by the Cornwall.
WORLD WAR II
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May 9, Friday: Thailand annexed West bank Champsask and Xainyaburi provinces of French Indochina (Laos).
Ustashi killed 400 Serbians from the village of Veljun.
A French Indochinese/Thai peace treaty was signed at Tokyo, with a Japanese guaranty of new borders.
WORLD WAR II
May 10, Saturday: Glavrepertkom, the state committee in charge of approving theater productions, telegraphed to
Dmitri Shostakovich to advise him that the libretto on which he intended to compose an opera, Mariengof’s
Katyusha Maslova, had been banned.
The Royal Air Force bombed Hamburg, Germany.
In bombing raids over London on this day and the following one, 1,436 people would be killed and another
1,500 injured. In the most devastating night of the Blitz, the chamber of the House of Commons would be
destroyed, as would be Queen’s Hall.
Symphony no.1 by Robert Ward was performed for the initial time, in New York City, directed by the
composer himself.
Sinfonietta for orchestra by Norman Dello Joio was performed for the initial time, at the Juilliard School of
Music in New York City.
German Deputy Führer Rudolph Hess flew to Scotland, crash-landing his plane near the estate of the Duke of
Hamilton and being captured by a local farmer and being taken under arrest to Glasgow.62
WORLD WAR II

May 11, Sunday: As members of the London Philharmonic arrived for a Sunday morning rehearsal at Queen’s Hall,
they found nothing but smoke rising from the ruins. Many of the orchestra’s instruments had been left there
and were destroyed with the building.
WORLD WAR II
Bulgaria occupied the Greek area of Western Thrace.
Admiral Darlan met with Führer Adolf Hitler at Berchtesgaden.
A pageant in celebration of the life of Jeanne d’Arc in 10 tableaux by Pierre Schaeffer and Barbier was
performed simultaneously throughout Vichy France. The music was a collection of composers including
Olivier Messiaen and his Choeurs pour une Jeanne d’Arc for chorus. 35,000 people saw it in Lyon, 25,000 in
Marseille, and 20,000 in Toulouse.
Tales of the Countryside for piano and orchestra by Henry Cowell was performed for the initial time, in
Atlantic City, New Jersey, with the composer himself at the keyboard.

62. He would remain in captivity until his death by his own hand on August 17, 1987.
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May 12, Monday: Vignettes de danse for orchestra by Frank Bridge was performed for the initial time, over the
airwaves of the BBC originating in Glasgow.
Ambassador Nomura Kichisaburo of Japan presented US Secretary of State Cordell Hull with a Japanese
proposal for a “just peace in the Pacific.”
WORLD WAR II
May 13, Tuesday: The Grand Mufti of Jerusalem broadcast from Baghdad urging all Muslims to join the fight against
the British. Meanwhile, the Arab Legion crossed from Transjordan to Iraq to support the British.
WORLD WAR II
Ustashi killed 260 Serbs at Glina.
Excerpts from Tarquin, a chamber opera by Ernst Krenek to words of Lavery, were performed for the initial
time, in Avery Hall, Vassar College, Poughkeepsie, New York. The composer himself played a piano reduction
of the score.
May 14, Wednesday: Germany proclaimed a Red Sea “danger zone.”
WORLD WAR II
Japanese negotiators sent an ultimatum to the government of the Dutch East Indies. They demanded a
permanent Japanese presence in the region.
Bulgaria annexed Greek Macedonia, Greek Thrace, and most of Yugoslavian Macedonia.
As a diversion from their Crete operation, the Germans launched a massive air attack on Malta.
Third Construction for four percussionists by John Cage was performed for the initial time, in San Francisco.
Also premiered were Lou Harrison’s Song of Quetzalcoatl and Simfony #13, both for 4 percussionists, on the
composer’s 24th birthday. The 2 composers combined on a piece called Double Music for percussion.
May 15, Thursday: The first US conscientious objectors were ordered to report to the Civilian Public Service Camp at
Patapsco, Maryland.
At Philadelphia, the City of Brotherly Love, the battleship Washington (BB-56) was commissioned.
Italian communique on the Croatian monarchy.
Marshal Henri-Philippe Petain at Vichy announced the replacement of the Franco-German armistice
agreement by a new collaboration scheme.
The Germans begin an air attacked on Crete.
Operation Brevity, the British counter-attack in Egypt, began with the recapture of Sollum (Salum) in Egypt
and Ft. Capuzzo (Musa’id) in Libya — but the Germans would force them out on the following day.
WORLD WAR II
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May 16, Friday: Iceland severed personal union with Denmark.
The Luftwaffe raided Birmingham. This was generally considered to be the end of the “Blitz” as regular night
raids over England would cease.
An Iraqi/USSR exchange of notes at Ankara establishing diplomatic relations, etc.
WORLD WAR II
May 17, Saturday: Remnants of the Italian army in East Africa, with its commander the Duke of Aosta, surrender to
the British.
WORLD WAR II

May 18, Sunday: The Duke of Spoleto was named King of Croatia. He would never see Croatia. Almost all of
Dalmatia was given to Italy.
WORLD WAR II
Exposition of a Cause for piano by Lou Harrison was performed for the initial time.
May 19, Monday: British forces attacked Iraqi and German forces at Falluja (Al Fallujah).
WORLD WAR II
May 20, Tuesday: German airborne troops invaded Crete. Morning air raids were followed by Maleme and Canea
followed by afternoon landings at Retimo and Heraklion. After initial setbacks, they took Maleme airfield.
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt established the Office of Civilian Defense by executive order. New York
City mayor Fiorello LaGuardia was named to be its director.
WORLD WAR II
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May 21, Wednesday: During the night of May 21-22 the Royal Navy surprised a German invasion force north of
Canea, Crete. At least 12 troop transports were sunk with the loss of approximately 4,000 lives.
Fiançailles pour rire, a cycle for voice and piano by Francis Poulenc, to words of Vilmorin, was performed for
the initial time, at the Ecole normale, Paris, the composer himself at the piano.
The US State Department announced that Germany has requested all countries with diplomatic staffs in Paris
to withdraw them by June 10th.
Sinking of the US freighter SS Robin Moor by a German U-boat in the Atlantic Ocean en route to South Africa.
The USS Constellation was designated as the “relief flagship” for Admiral Ernest J. King, Commander-inChief of the US Atlantic Fleet and Battleship Squadron 5. I wonder what that meant. The admiral’s private
yacht for the duration of the war? This curious vessel was the command of Lieutenant-Commander John Davis
(Ret.), a Congressional Medal of Honor winner of the Spanish-American War. Fun and games. Don’t go near
the water.
WORLD WAR II
May 22, Thursday: German planes sink six British ships around Crete.
WORLD WAR II
During Operation Merkur, the German airborne attack on the island of Crete, a British cruiser of the
Mediterranean Fleet (Force C), the HMS Gloucester, was engaged by German JU87s. The crippled ship lay
dead in the water, on fire and listing to port. The “Abandon Ship” order was given and she sank at 5:15PM.
The HMS Gloucester’s skipper, Captain Rowley, 45 officers, and 648 crewmembers died.
The HMS Fiji, a British cruiser of 8,000 tons (Captain P. William-Powlett), had already been torpedoed once,
off the Outer Hebrides, Scotland, in September 1940 while escorting troop transports heading for the port of
Dakar (Operation Menace). After 6 months of repairs she had been able to return to duty in the Mediterranean.
The Fiji was sunk by bombs from German and Italian aircraft, 40 nautical miles south-west of Crete near the
island of Antikithera. It had survived about 20 bomb runs during the 4-hour engagement but then 3 direct hits
proved fatal. 17 officers and 224 ratings died.63
A total of 523 survivors would be picked up by the destroyers Kingston and Kandahar, which had earlier
rescued survivors from the destroyer Greyhound. (The Fiji’s place in the British fleet would be taken by
Australian cruiser HMAS Australia.)
Croatia requires Jews to wear yellow badges.
ANTISEMITISM

63. Isn’t is curious, the macabre way these statistics are routinely kept? The number of officer deaths gets cited, then the number
of “ratings” deaths? Imagine trying to say to a “rating” who is going down for the third time, “Look, fellow, you’re obviously taking
this pretty hard –it’s your death and all that– but can’t you at least derive some consolation from the fact that this would have been
a significantly greater loss to us, had you been an officer? God must have loved you enlisted types, he made so many of you.
Soon you will lose consciousness — and then you’ll be a mere nameless, painless statistic who has given your life for your country!
Don’t sweat it, it’s the way things are. Come on now, at least you can hum a bit from ‘There’ll always be an England’....”
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May 24, Saturday: The British battle cruiser HMS Hood was destroyed between Greenland and Iceland by the German
battleship Bismarck. Over 1,500 crew were killed, 3 survived.
WORLD WAR II
Construction or acquisition of 550,000 tons of auxiliary shipping for the US Navy was authorized.
An Italian passenger liner of 17,879 tons, built in 1921 and converted to a troopship in 1940, and since
belonging to the Italian Merchant Marine, the Conte Rosso, was sunk by the British submarine HMS Upholder
(Lieutenant-Commander Malcolm Wanklyn) about 80 miles off Tripoli, North Africa. The vessel had been
conveying 2,729 Italian soldiers to Tripoli. 1,209 died and Lieutenant-Commander Wanklyn got the Victoria
Cross. (Also to be sunk by the Upholder were two 19,475-ton motor vessels, the Neptunia and the Oceania,
part of a convoy bound for the Axis occupied part of Libya. On September 18, 1941 it would torpedo the Italian
passenger liners Neptunia and Oceania, taken over for service as troop transports, 58 miles out of Tripoli.
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The death toll from these ships would be lower, only 384, some 6,500 being rescued.

On April 14, 1942, the Upholder and its crew would be depth-charged while on its 23rd such patrol, and
nothing would come to the surface alive or intact.)
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The HMS Hood, Britain’s largest battle cruiser at a displacement of 44,600 tons, was sunk by the German
battleship Bismarck commanded by Admiral Lütjens and captained by Captain Ernest Lindemann. In an early
morning action in the Denmark Strait between Iceland and Greenland, the Bismarck, accompanied by the

cruiser Prince Eugen (Captain Helmuth Brinkmann), were enroute from Bergen in Norway to the Atlantic
when they intercepted the Hood, the Prince of Wales, and six escorting destroyers. From 26,000 yards, the
Bismarck opened fire and at 16,500 yards scored a direct hit on the Hood’s magazine causing the 112 tons of
explosives to blow up. The battleship, commanded by Vice Admiral Sir Lancelot Holland, went down in about
four minutes. Of a crew of 1,417 (94 officers and 1,323 ratings and Royal Marines) there were only three
survivors, a death toll of 1,414. The mighty battleship had only fired its guns once in anger, at Mers El Kebir
in 1940. The day the Hood sailed from Scapa Flow repairs were attempted on a defect in the magazines
hydraulic system which failed to lift the cartridge into the loading position. In the heat of battle, could this
defect have caused the cartridge and the whole magazine to explode? Did the Hood in fact, self destruct?
For the Bismarck to score a direct hit on the magazine at this distance might have been the luckiest shot of the
war (unless the luckiest shot of the war was the aerial torpedo that damaged the Bismarck’s rudder system and
brought it to its fateful standstill)! The other question would be why these German battleships broke off the
engagement instead of pursuing and engaging the Prince of Wales.
WORLD WAR II
Robert Allen Zimmerman was born at St. Mary’s Hospital in Duluth. The composer, singer, guitarist, and oneman band would return to the town of his birth as Bob Dylan, for his sole performance there, on October 22,
1998.
With the possible exceptions of Woody Guthrie and John
Steinbeck, no American prophet since Henry Thoreau or Walt
Whitman engaged the dilemmas of failure more intensely than Bob
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Dylan. “For the loser now / will be later to win,” he rasped in
1964, “For the times they are a-changin’.” Scruffy and
colloquial, Dylan veered away from both the intellectual urban
hipster of beat culture and the well-scrubbed, pompadoured rebel
of james Dean’s Hollywood. Instead, the stylized “loser chic”
that made Dylan a mass-market superstar descended from earlier
iconoclasts — Henry Thoreau, Walt Whitman, Woodie Guthrie, John
Steinbeck. Our prophets have always been loners and drifters who
contained multitudes by cataloguing the accumulation of words,
images, goods, occupations, misadventures, and identities that
frame the commonest lives. As Walt Whitman put it, “Through
angers, losses, ambition, ignorance, ennui, what you are picks
its way.... Janis Joplin sang it better in 1970, in a lyric by
Kris Kristofferson — “Freedom’s just another word for nothing
left to lose.” If failure had long meant lost or diminished
freedom, the rebels of the 1960s reclaimed and redefined it. The
same logic inspired Thoreau’s errand into the wilderness: “If a
man does not keep pace with his companions, perhaps it is because
he hears a different drummer.”
As we use this phrase today, “different drummer” encourages (or
at least tolerates) diversity; it also enables us to dismiss our
prophets as mere eccentrics, curious or cool as the case may be.
We would rather pay to ignore the advice of therapists and selfhelp books that freely accept what Thoreau advised after the
panic of 1857. “The merchants and banks are suspending and
failing all the country over, but not the sand-banks, solid and
warm, and streaked with bloody blackberry vines,” he wrote.
“Invest, I say, in these country banks. Let your capital be
simplicity and contentment.”

May 25, Sunday: British and Commonwealth troops on Crete counterattacked at Galatos with 25 bayonet charges.
King George of Greece evacuated Crete for Egypt.
WORLD WAR II
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May 27, Tuesday: Australians and New Zealanders drove Germans back at Pirgos, Crete.
German forces captured Halfaya, Egypt.
Free French defenders of Bir Hakeim drove off an Italian attack.
Admiral Darlan signed the Protocols of Paris on behalf of the Vichy government. They agreed to allow
Germany to use French military facilities in Syria, Tunisia and West Africa.
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt declared an unlimited national emergency throughout the United States,
and announced that the Atlantic Neutrality Patrol has been extended and that Pacific Fleet units had been
transferred to the Atlantic. He pledged that Nazi domination would not spread to the western hemisphere and
that the US would provide all assistance necessary to Britain and all who opposed Führer Adolf Hitler.
The Bismarck, the German Third Reich’s greatest battleship, when fully loaded displaced 50,153 tons of salt
water. After being damaged in an encounter with HMS Hood she had headed for St. Nazaire, the only port on
the coast of France with a large enough dry-dock. An order was given by Winston Churchill — guess what, it
was “Get the Bismarck.” The hunt for the battleship dominated the world’s press, the chase lasting 4 days and
covering 1,750 sea miles. Once she was spotted by a Coastal Command Catalina flying boat, the ships of the
Royal Navy homed in on it. This day was the last one of that ship’s 277 days of war service. A lucky hit of its
rudder system by an aerial torpedo brought it to a standstill so it could be shelled by salvos from the battleships
HMS King George V and HMS Rodney, and receive torpedoes from the cruiser HMS Dorsetshire, so that
finally its crew decided that it would have to be scuttled. Only 115 floaters were picked up by the Dorsetshire
and the destroyer Maori before these ships sailed away out of fear of being attacked by U-boats, abandoning
the remaining 2,097 floaters including Admiral Lutjens and Captain Lindemann to drown. (In 1989 the hull
would be found, intact, three miles down about 602 miles off the coast of Brittany. After the ship had hit bottom
it had gone on something of a rollercoaster ride down the slope of an underwater mountain. A lack of holing
of the inner hull below the waterline indicates that this ship went under because it was scuttled by its crew to
prevent it from being boarded and captured –as its survivors had asserted– rather than because of the hostile
fire.)
The President declared a state of unlimited national emergency, announcing that the Atlantic Neutrality Patrol
was being extended and that units of the Pacific Fleet had been transferred to the Atlantic Ocean. “The war is
approaching the brink of the western hemisphere itself. It is coming very close to home.”
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“The war is approaching the brink of the western hemisphere itself. It is coming very close to home.”
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Two Czechs, Jan Kubis and Joseph Gabeik, serving with the Polish forces in Britain, had volunteered to be
dropped by parachute near Prague. The mission was the assassination of SS Gruppenfuher Reinhard Heydrich,
the Reich Protector of Bohemia and Moravia. Their ambush took place on this day as Heydrich was being
driven to his office. Severely wounded, he would be rushed to Bulovka Hospital where eight days later he
would succumb. The SS would begin a reprisal. In the concentration camps, thousands of Czech political
prisoners would be executed. In a few days 3,188 Czech citizens would be arrested, of whom 657 would die
under interrogation. Then 1,357 would be executed. However, this would not be merely a matter of the SS
making reprisals, as the local people would also be capable of molesting the local people. On June 9th a 30man unit of the Prague police force, acting enthusiastically under German orders, would go out to a village
near the town, a village named Lidice.
WORLD WAR II

May 28, Wednesday: Indian troops occupied Ur, Iraq.
WORLD WAR II
Allied evacuation from Crete began on this night at Sfakia.
Kurt Weill and Lotte Lenya purchased a house in New City, New York.

May 29, Thursday: The Allied garrison at Heraklion, Crete was evacuated.
The British anti-aircraft carrier HMS Calcutta (4,200 tons) was taking part in the British and Greek withdrawal
from Crete when it was was bombed, and sank. 2 officers and 114 ratings died.64
WORLD WAR II
May 30, Friday: British forces reached the outskirts of Baghdad. Prime Minister Rashid Ali, the ministers of Germany
and Italy, and the ex-Mufti of Jerusalem all fled to Persia.
WORLD WAR II
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May 31, Saturday: Nicolas de flue, a dramatic oratorio by Arthur Honegger to words of de Rougemont was staged for
the initial time, in Neuchâtel.
The British-Iraqi armistice was signed at Baghdad.
Germany abandoned the use of Gothic type, in favor of Roman.
Expropriation of Jewish property began in Belgium.
ANTISEMITISM
British forces on the island of Crete were defeated.
WORLD WAR II

64. At a first order of approximation there seems to be a remarkable similarity between fighting at sea and feeding fish.
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JUNE 1941
June:

Since we had fled from Kansas with Dust Bowl clouds overhead while I was still an infant in arms, Dad and
Mom and I had been residing in Wilmington, Delaware, with the Peitsches. The Reverend and Mrs. Peitsch
were Japan missionaries who were then in the process of begging around the churches, for funds to go back to
their ministry in Japan (it was the usual thing: the only person they had converted to Christianity had been their
houseboy whose rice, one might say, might have been expected to have depended on some such performance,
maybe).
ASSLEY

Fantasy
(written in June, 1941)65
Finally in white innocence
The fighter planes like swallows dance,
The bombers above ruined towns
Will drop wreaths of roses down,
Doves will nest in the guns’ throats
And the people dance in the streets,
Whistles will bawl and bells will clang,
On that great day the boys will hang
Hitler and Roosevelt in one tree,
Painlessly, in effigy,
To take their rank in history;
Roosevelt, Hitler and Guy Fawkes
Hanged above the garden walks,
While the happy children cheer,
Without hate, without fear,
And new men plot a new war.
— Robinson Jeffers

WORLD WAR II

65. This poem was entirely suppressed by the publisher, Random House, even after the war was over.
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June:

Untersturmführer Dr. Josef Mengele was sent to the Ukraine as part of the Waffen SS; there he would receive
the Iron Cross, Second Class.

The Nazi SS Einsatzgruppen began mass murder.
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Admiral Husband E. Kimmel brought up, with President Franklin Delano Roosevelt, the sore topic of our
having unnecessarily placed our troops in harm’s way by stationing the US Pacific Fleet at unprotectable Pearl
Harbor.
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Of course he got nowhere with this argument, since for political motivations, which overrode merely military
considerations, the Commander-in-Chief needed our fleet and our men out there as a tempting sitting-duck
target.

(Eventually, of course, Admiral Kimmel would be made the whipping boy and demoted and deprived of his
command, and it would be more than half a century before the Act of Congress of October 30, 2000
would exonerate him on the grounds that crucial military intelligence, information that he needed in order to
do his job and save our boys, had been deliberately withheld from him by his Commander-in-Chief.)
WORLD WAR II
June 1, Sunday: British troops entered Baghdad. Regent Emir Abdul Illah, uncle of King Faisal, returned to Iraq.
The last British and Imperial troops to be evacuated from Crete embark from Sphakia (Khora Sfakion).
The 5,000 remaining were authorized to capitulate. In the Crete campaign, approximately 30,000 people were
killed, injured or imprisoned. 17,000 were evacuated.
Rationing of clothing began in Great Britain.
South Greenland Patrol comprising four Coast Guard vessels was established to operate from Cape Brewster
to Cape Farewell to Upernivik.
WORLD WAR II

June 2, Monday: United States statement of policy respecting French possessions in the Western Hemisphere.
Supporters of Rashid Ali carry out a pogrom in the Jewish quarter of Baghdad. More than 150 were killed.
The Vichy government instituted an anti-Jewish law and began expropriation of Jewish property.
ANTISEMITISM
The Long Island (AVG-1), the first escort carrier, was commissioned at Newport News, Virginia.
WORLD WAR II
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June 3, Tuesday: British troops took Mosul (Al Mawsil) in northern Iraq.
WORLD WAR II
Vincent Persichetti got married with Dorothea Flanagan, a pianist.
June 4, Wednesday: Former Kaiser Wilhelm II died in exile in Doorn, Netherlands.
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt transferred the ocean-going portion of the Coast Guard to the command
of the Secretary of the Navy.
A new, pro-British government took office in Iraq.
WORLD WAR II
June 6, Friday: A bill was signed that authorized the Government to requisition any foreign merchant ships found lying
idle in United States ports.
Talks between Japan and the Dutch East Indies collapsed. The Dutch made no concessions to the Japanese.
German troops arrived in Finland.
Naval Air Station, Balboa, Canal Zone was established.
WORLD WAR II
June 8, Sunday: Allied forces (Australia-Britain-India-Free France-Palestine Jews) advanced from Palestine into
French Syria and the Lebanon, an area presently administered by the Vichy government.
WORLD WAR II
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June 9, Monday: Allied troops entered Tyre (Sur), Marjayoun (Marj ‘Uyun), El Quneitra (Al Qunaytirah), and Dera’a
in Syria.
Two Czechs, Jan Kubis and Joseph Gabeik, serving with the Polish forces in Britain, had volunteered to be
dropped by parachute near Prague. The mission was the assassination of SS Gruppenführer Reinhard
Heydrich, the Reich Protector of Bohemia and Moravia. Their ambush had taken place on May 27th as
Heydrich drove to his office. Severely wounded, he had been rushed to Bulovka Hospital where eight days
later he had succumbed. The SS had begun a reprisal. In the concentration camps, thousands of Czech political
prisoners were executed. In a few days 3,188 Czech citizens were arrested, of whom 657 died under
interrogation. Then 1,357 were executed. However, this was not merely a matter of the SS making reprisals.
On this day a 30-man unit of the Prague police force, acting enthusiastically under German orders, surrounded
a village outside of town, Lidice, and summoned the townspeople to its central square. They lined up boys over
15 with the men and shut them up in a barn. They then herded the women and children into the local school.
During the night they would be ransacking and pillaging the village homes.
WORLD WAR II

June 10, Tuesday, 5AM: At Lidice, the 198 women and 98 children who had been kept overnight in the school building
were bundled into trucks, and the trucks pulled away. The policemen66 who had attacked the village then
stacked dozens of mattresses from the homes they had been ransacking against the barn in which they were
holding the 173 village men and boys. The prisoners were called out in groups of 10 to stand in front of the
mattresses and be executed. While the firing squads were at this, other policemen were torching the houses.
Bulldozers and ploughs drove back and forth until no recognizable feature of the village remained. Meanwhile,
the village women were arriving at the Ravensbruck concentration camp. (From there, 35 of the older women
would go to Auschwitz and be subjected to medical experiments. Only 143 of the 198 women of Lidice would
survive World War II.) Of the children of Lidice, 17 would be selected as “suitable for Germanization” and
would be able to survive the war within German households. The remaining 81 would be gassed at the
concentration camp of Chemnitz. The “Germanized” would be able eventually to reunite with what was left
of their families — we won’t talk about what this experience had done to their psychology.
June 11, Wednesday: Indian troops captured Aseb, Eritrea, the final Red Sea port held by Italian forces.
WORLD WAR II
66. The German SS was not involved in this operation at Lidice. This was local people doing it to local people.
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June 12, Thursday: Jean Sibelius, his wife and their grandchildren were evacuated from Helsinki and returned to
Järvenpää.
All US Naval Reserve personnel not in deferred status were called to active duty.
WORLD WAR II

June 13, Friday: Vichy authorities arrested 12,000 Jews.
ANTISEMITISM
WORLD WAR II
The Soviet news agency TASS acknowledged that German troops were massing on the Soviet border but said
reassuringly that this has no bearing on relations between the two countries.
June 15, Sunday: Naval Air Station, Kodiak, Alaska was established.
Australian troops entered Sidon (Sayda), Syria but a Vichy counterattack retakes Marjayoun (Marj ‘Uyun).
Allied forces begin a major offensive in Libya, taking Capuzzo (Musa’id) but meeting stiff resistance
elsewhere.
Croatia signed an Axis protocol respecting its interests.
WORLD WAR II
June 16, Monday: Vichy troops retook El Quneitra (Al Qunaytirah).
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt ordered all 24 German consulates in the United States closed, claiming
that they had engaged in “subversive activities.”
WORLD WAR II
The National Broadcasting Company in the United States petitioned the Federal Communications
Commission for permission to create commercial television stations in New York, Washington, and
Philadelphia.
Blithe Spirit by Noël Coward was performed for the initial time, in Manchester.
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June 17, Tuesday: Australian troops took Jazzin near Sidon (Sayda).
WORLD WAR II
The Allied offensive in Libya, begun June 15, ended with little result.
Immigration officials in the United States were ordered to bar any of the 330,000 German nationals in the
country from leaving.
June 18, Wednesday: A German/Turkish 10-year peace-and-friendship pact was signed at Ankara.
WORLD WAR II
June 19, Thursday: Germany and Italy requested United States consular staffs to evacuate consulates within territories
under their control by July 15th, following a United States request of June 16th for German consular
evacuation by July 10th.
WORLD WAR II
June 20, Friday: Finland mobilized all reservists under age 45.
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt called Germany an “international outlaw” for the sinking of the Robin
Moor. He demanded full reparations.
WORLD WAR II
The United States federal government required Italy to close its 47 consulates and 7 agencies in this country.
June 21, Saturday: Australian forces captured Damascus.
The USSR began to evacuated civilians 100 kilometers from the border with Germany and Romania.
WORLD WAR II
Incidental music to Lermontov’s play Masquerade by Aram Khachaturian was performed for the initial time,
in the Vakhtangov Theater.
Le mangeur de rêves, a ballet by Arthur Honegger to a story by Lenormand, was performed for the initial time,
in Salle Pleyel, Paris.
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June 22, Sunday: Germany, Italy, and Romania declared war on the Soviet Union. At 4:15AM, on a 1,500-kilometer
front from the Baltic to the Black Sea, in “Operation Barbarossa,” the invasion began to roll. 66 airfields were
bombed along with Kovno, Minsk, Rovno, Odessa, Sevastopol and the Libava air base. By noon the Soviets
had lost 1,200 planes, most of the Bug bridges were captured intact, and German troops had surrounded BrestLitovsk. Führer Adolf Hitler made a speech, and Ribbentrop a statement, in regard to the declaration of war
against the USSR. Hitler claims that Finland was his ally but the Finnish government rejects this, protesting
neutrality. The USSR raided Finland. Slovakia severed diplomatic relations with the USSR. Italy and Romania
declared war on the USSR. The Rumanians entered Bessarabia to regain it.
The Germans begin a roundup of Czech communists.
The Communist Party of Yugoslavia met and appointed Josip Broz “Tito” as commander-in-chief of
communist military forces. They began military actions against the Germans.
With the Germans on the attack and the Soviets retreating, it would obviously be impossible for the NKVD/
KGB to maintain its inventory of approximately 10,000 Ukrainian and Polish political prisoners at various
facilities in the Ukraine. During this week they would be going around killing them. In Lutsk, 2,800 of the
4,000 inmates were simply being executed in place. In some places for convenience they would set an entire
prison on fire to burn the helpless prisoners in their cells — in the military prison at Samarstinov, for instance,
460 charred remainders would be found, many still showing indications that before the fire they had been being
interrogated by torture. When the German 49th Army Corps would come to occupy the Polish-Ukrainian city
of Lvov (now Limberg), something like 2,400 corpses would be found at the NKVD prison. Although most
had been shot in the back of the neck in the usual manner, some had been killed by having hand-grenades
tossed into their cells. In the cellars at the Brygidky prison were 423 corpses, layer upon layer almost to the
ceiling, with hundreds more stacked in the prison courtyard. Offended by the stench of decomposition, the
German commander of Lvov would order that the piles of bodies be doused with lime and all doors to these
cellars bricked up. (There is a difficult fact to recite here. There were many nonreligious Jews, still true
believers in the socialist experiment, among the members of these NKVD/KGB execution squads operating in
the Ukraine. On a memorial plaque at the former headquarters of the NKVD/KGB in Simferpol in the Ukraine
are the names of 30 agents who lost their lives in the “Great Patriotic War,” which is the Soviet name for WWII,
and one immediately notes that every one of these names is Jewish. About 500,000 Jews served in the Red
Army, of whom approximately 200,000 were killed. A total of 160,000 received Soviet decorations, 143
Jewish men and 2 Jewish women receiving the highest award, “Hero of the Soviet Union.”)
WORLD WAR II
Early in this year, I don’t know what date exactly, in Bucharest, Romania, a line of Jews were forced to strip
and get down on all fours and crawl one by one into a slaugherhouse where they were being beheaded, their
skin stamped “fit for human consumption.” Only about half the Jewish citizens of Romania would survive both
the pogroms of WWII, and the disastrous attempt of the former cattle barge Struma to sail toward safety in
Palestine.
ANTISEMITISM
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June 23, Monday: German troops entered Lithuania and Latvia.
Dmitri Shostakovich volunteered for active service in the Red Army, but was refused because of his poor
eyesight.
Hungary and Slovakia declared war on the USSR.
Presidential Advisor Harold Ickes sent a memo to President Franklin Delano Roosevelt: “There might develop
from the embargoing of oil to Japan such a situation as would make it not only possible but easy to get into
this war in an effective way. And if we should thus indirectly be brought in, we would avoid the criticism that
we had gone in as an ally of communistic Russia.”
WORLD WAR II

June 24, Tuesday: An underground Bulgarian Communist Party began a partisan movement.
At a concert in the Théâtre des Mathurins celebrating the return of the composer to Paris from a prisoner-ofwar camp, Quatuor pour la fin du temps by Olivier Messiaen was given its Paris premiere. The composer was
at the piano and the cellist of January 15th, Etienne Pasquier, also performed. Turning pages for Messiaen was
one of his students, Yvonne Loriod.
German troops captured Kovno (Kaunas) and Vilna (Vilnius) in Lithuania.
WORLD WAR II
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June 25, Wednesday: Japan announced a protectorate over Indochina.
WORLD WAR II
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt signed Executive Order 8802, using the Fair Employment Act to bar
racial and religious discrimination in defense industries and federal bureaus.
The President refused to invoke the Neutrality Act regarding the USSR. This allowed American ships to carry
war materials to the Soviet Union.
Finland decided to declare war on Russia.
This night, Lithuanian partisans in Kovno (Kaunas), without any urging from the Germans, killed 1,500 Jews,
burned several synagogues plus 60 houses in the Jewish quarter. Over the next few nights, 2,300 Jews would
be killed.
ANTISEMITISM
Irving Fine got married with Verna Rudnick, from a wealthy family and a recent graduate of Wellesley College,
at the Kenmore Hotel in Boston.
June 26, Thursday: All Japanese assets in the Dutch East Indies were frozen by the government.
WORLD WAR II
German troops captured Dvinsk (Daugavpils), southwest of Leningrad and the bridges across the Dvina.
Finland announced that it had gone to war against the USSR.
A decree in Croatia ordered the arrest and internment of Jews.
Lithuanian citizens of Kovno (Kaunas) began a pogrom against the 35,000 Jewish inhabitants. More than
1,000 were killed.
The Germans reached Bialystok and immediately burned down part of the Jewish quarter. They locked 1,000
Jews into the synagogue and set the building alight. All inside were killed. Pogroms would go on until midJuly.
ANTISEMITISM
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June 27, Friday: German panzer units joined east of Minsk, encircling 300,000 Soviets.
Denmark severed diplomatic relations with the USSR.
After being subjected to air raids, Hungary declared that a state of war existed with the USSR.
WORLD WAR II
One of the first major slaughter of Jews took place, in the Polish city of Bialystok. The city had, as had many
others in eastern Poland, been captured without a fight. On this day German Police Battalion 309, commanded
by Major Ernst Weis, entered the city and began to round up male Jews. They would shoot blindly into
windows and doors, then enter a home and drag the Jewish men out on to the street and require them to do an
impromptu jig. If their jig was not brisk enough their beards would be cut away or lighted. In the hospitals,
any patient identifiable as Jewish was shot in bed. The captured Jews were herded into the city’s main
synagogue, which was at that time the largest in all Poland, until about 700 people had been accumulated. The
people began to chant and pray. This became screaming, as gasoline was poured in and the building set alight.
Surrounding this large synagogue were over 100 men of the Police Battalion, poised to prevent any escape. At
least six persons were shot down as they ran out with clothes aflame. That day in Bialystok, between 2,000
and 2,200 Jewish men, women, and children were executed. Virtually all the members of Police Battalions 309
and 101 were not fanatical SS, SD, or Gestapo functionaries (only four belonged to the SS), but ordinary
lower-middle-class citizens who had opted for police duties (Ordnungspolizei) as a means of avoiding military
conscription. The average age of this cross-section of the German population was 36.5 years, with 153 of the
men older than 40. In this group, 179 were card-carrying members of the Nazi Party.
ANTISEMITISM
June 28, Saturday: Before the US entry into WWII, the FBI had been contacted by William Sebold, an American
citizen with German relatives who was willing to act as a double agent. For nearly two years the Bureau had
run a ham radio station for him, thus learning what directions Germany was sending to its spies in the United
States while controlling the information that was being transmitted to Germany. At this point Special Agents
arrested German spy Frederick Joubert “Fritz” Duquesne and rounded up 32 others accused of functioning as
German agents. These people had been surreptitiously filmed as they provided information to Sebold.
Finns joined by Germans from Norway attacked into Karelia.
The Office of Scientific Research and Development (OSRD) was established to replace the National Defense
Research Committee.
Albania announced a state of war with the USSR.
The German Army captured Minsk.
WORLD WAR II
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June 30, Monday: In a heroic action in the Borisov region, Soviet troops halted the German advance for two days.
German forces establish a bridgehead across the Berezina at Bobruysk.
300 Jews were shot in Lutsk.
300 Dutch Jews were rounded up and sent to the stone quarries at Mauthausen. None would survive.
ANTISEMITISM
Vichy France severed diplomatic relations with the USSR.President Franklin Delano Roosevelt established his
WORLD WAR II
Franklin D. Roosevelt Library at Hyde Park.
Naval vessels on hand (all types) — 1,899.
Personnel:
Navy...................284,427
Marine Corps.......54,359
Coast Guard.........19,235
Total personnel..358,021
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JULY 1941
July:

The US Military Attache in Mexico forwarded a report that the Japanese were constructing special small
submarines for attacking the American fleet in Pearl Harbor, and that a training program then under way
included towing them from Japan to positions off the Hawaiian Islands, where they were practicing surfacing
and submerging.

WORLD WAR II
The British “Maud” Committee reported that if a government could accumulate and concentrate 10 kilograms
of 235Uranium, a weapon could be made. The US Academy of Sciences endorsed the creation of an atomicbomb program.
Robinson Jeffers’s play THE TOWER BEYOND TRAGEDY was staged at the open-air forest theater in Carmel
under the direction of John Gassner, with Dame Judith Anderson as Clytemnestra.
When German troops occupied the town of Vinnitsa in Russia they found in the courtyard of the town’s prison
a mass grave. This pit had been 20 meters long by 6 meters wide and turned out to contain 96 Ukrainian
political prisoners who had just been executed because it had not been possible to evacuate them prior to the
arrival of the Germans. Then, behind the prison in another courtyard, they found a 2nd such pit, from which
they did not exhume and count the corpses. Persistent rumors among the civilian population of Vinnitsa would
lead to the discovery of such pits at 3 other locations. In a pear orchard outside the town, 38 such pits were
mapped, in the old cemetery 40, and in the People’s Park 35. Most of the victims had been Kulaks, small
landowners, and had made themselves “enemies of the people” by not embracing the collectivization policies
of Iosef Vissarionovich Dzugashvili, known as “Stalin.” When digging would begin on May 25th, 1943, the
forensics would reveal that the victims had been killed some five years before which is to say, during about
1938. The digging would be interrupted by adverse weather conditions and would never be resumed because,
soon afterward, the Red Army would re-occupy the area. However, by the time the Soviets entered the town a
total of 9,439 corpses, each with a bullet wound in the neck, had been tabulated. Local Ukrainians reported
that from 1938 until the arrival of the German troops in 1941, trucks had kept coming and going day and night,
bringing the corpses of these Kulaks from NKVD prisons.

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

WORLD WAR II

WWII

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE
In the vicinity of Vilna in Lithuania, at Ponary, there was a site that had been planned as a fuel storage depot
where huge pits had been dug by the Russians for fuel tanks — but the Red Army had had to pull out. When
the German army had occupied Vilna during the previous month, these ready-made pits at Ponary had been
duly noted. What do you do with a pit? –You fill it up. During the next three-year period the SS would be
executing between 70,000 and 100,000 people nearby, in a wood so there wouldn’t be too many witnesses.
Most would be the 57,000 Jews of Vilna, but then there would also be thousands of unneeded Soviet POWs.
The victims would be being trucked to the site or marched out, and shot by the SS with assistance from
Lithuanian volunteers. The pits would then be covered by the usual layer of soil, but late in 1943, in an effort
to conceal what they had been up to from the approaching Red Army, the SS would detail some 80 of their
Jewish prisoners to open these mass graves and burn the bodies. As more of this concealment, those on this
work detail would of course later themselves be executed.
WORLD WAR II
July 1, Tuesday: Iceland and the United States entered into an agreement in regard to the defense of Iceland. During
the month of July, Iceland would come to be occupied by US forces.
Naval Coast Frontiers were established: North Atlantic, Southern, Caribbean, Panama, Pacific Southern,
Pacific Northern, Hawaiian, and Philippine.
Patrol Wing 7 was commissioned at Argentia, Newfoundland, for operations in North Atlantic.
Northeast Greenland Patrol was organized by the Coast Guard.
In the town of Broniki in the Ukraine, about 180 German soldiers of the 2nd and 6th Infantry Regiments and
the 5th Artillery Regiment, most of them wounded, surrendered to the Red Army. After being forced to disrobe
they were executed.
The first license to broadcast television in the United States was granted to WCBW and WNBT in New York.
Petit Cours de Morale for voice and piano by Arthur Honegger to words of Giraudoux, was performed for the
initial time, in the Salle Gaveau, Paris.
The Soviets effected the escape of two encircled tank units east of Slonim, southwest of Minsk.
A train left Leningrad for the east carrying 22 cars of treasures from the Hermitage including works by
Rembrandt, Leonardo, Raphael, Titian, Giorgione, Rubens, Murillo, Van Dyck, Velazquez, and El Greco.
German troops captured Riga.
Romanian forces advanced into the Ukraine moving towards Vinnitsa.
Indian troops moved into Syria from Iraq.
WORLD WAR II
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July 2, Wednesday: Japan recalled her merchant ships from the Atlantic Ocean, and called more than a million army
conscripts.
1,160 Jews were shot in Lutsk.
ANTISEMITISM
The Hungarian Parliament prohibited marriages between Jews and Gentiles.
After his application to join the Red Army was rejected, Dmitri Shostakovich applied for a 2d time today.
This would also be rejected, so the composer would volunteer for the Home Guard. “I am going to defend my
country and am prepared, sparing neither life nor strength, to carry out any mission I am assigned.”
Blithe Spirit, a play by Noel Coward, was first performed, at the Piccadilly Theater, London.
Near the town of Broniki in the Ukraine, in a field of clover, advancing Wehrmacht troops discovered 153
naked bodies. The 180 German soldiers of the 2nd and 6th Infantry Regiments and the 5th Artillery Regiment
who had surrendered to the Red Army in that town on the previous day had been taken into this field just off
the main road and forced to take off all clothing. Their valuables, such as money, rings, and watches, as well
as their uniforms, shirts, and shoes would be taken. As they stood there naked, most of them wounded, they
were then fired upon by machine guns and automatic rifles. A dozen managed to escape into a nearby woods,
and would be able to detail what had occurred. Similar reports from other regiments would give rise among
the Germans to a suspicion that the Soviets, in the early stages of the war, were not taking prisoners. (There
was in fact a division order according to which each Russian soldier who could show that he had killed 20
German soldiers would be granted a 3-day pass to go home, would be decorated, and would be raised in rank.)
WORLD WAR II
July 3, Thursday: British forces took Palmyra (Tadmur), Syria.
The San Quentin Prison Board restored the civil rights of Henry Cowell. This allowed him to entered
government service.
Denmark announced request for United States consular staffs to evacuate by July 15th.
Iosef Vissarionovich Dzugashvili, known as “Stalin,” announced a scorched-earth policy of homeland defense.
WORLD WAR II

July 4, Friday: Jean Sibelius made an appeal to the government and people of the United States for aid in fighting
invading Soviets.
WORLD WAR II
Lithuanians killed 463 Jews in Kovno (Kaunas) and Germans killed 54 Jews in Vilna (Vilnius).
ANTISEMITISM

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

WORLD WAR II

WWII

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE
July 5, Saturday: German troops reached the Soviet defensive line west of Zhitomir.
WORLD WAR II
Germans killed 93 Jews in Vilna (Vilnius).
ANTISEMITISM
An order was published, retroactive to March 16th, 1939, extending the Nürnberg Laws to Bohemia and
Moravia.
Edgard Varèse sent a telegraph to John Cage and Lou Harrison asking them not to use the term “organized
sound” on their recording of Harrison’s Simfony #13. Varèse claimed authorship of the term. The two could
not comply as the recording was already being produced.
Incidental music to Aeschylus’ play Les Suppliantes by Arthur Honegger was performed for the initial time,
in Stade Roland-Garros, Paris. Also premiered was Honegger’s incidental music to Obey’s play 800 metres.
July 6, Sunday: Romanian troops captured Chernovtsy, Ukraine and were welcomed by the citizens.
German forces took Tartu, Estonia, southwest of Leningrad, but were repulsed at Zhlobin, southeast of Minsk.
WORLD WAR II
Germans killed 2,514 Jews in Kovno (Kaunas).
ANTISEMITISM
Fighting began between Ecuadorian and Peruvian border forces (their common border has been disputed for
many years).

July 7, Monday: President Franklin Delano Roosevelt announced to Congress that an executive agreement has been
made with Iceland for United States troops to occupy that country, and ordered the Navy to take all steps to
maintain communications between the United States and Iceland. A naval task force under Rear Admiral D.M.
LeBreton landed the 1st Provisional Marine Brigade under Brigadier General J. Marston at Reykjavik, Iceland.
The 1st Marine Aircraft Wing was formed at Quantico, Virginia.
WORLD WAR II
Iceland, which fell within a United States defense zone, received American troops, replacing British forces
previously guarding the island.
1,150 Jews were shot in Dvinsk (Daugavpils).
ANTISEMITISM
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July 8, Tuesday: It was ordered that the Jews of the Baltic countries wear the yellow Star of David.German forces took

ANTISEMITISM
Pskov, southwest of Leningrad.
Patrol Wing 8 was commissioned at San Diego, California.
WORLD WAR II
July 9, Wednesday: Soviet forces reach a defensive line Korosten-Novgorod-Shepetovka-StarokonstantinovProskurov.
WORLD WAR II
Hungarian troops captured Zhitomir.
Germans killed 24 Jews in Kovno (Kaunas).
ANTISEMITISM
Australian troops took Damour (Ad Damur) and British took Homs (Hims), Syria. The Vichy administration
asks for an armistice.
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July 10, Thursday: The 2d Marine Aircraft Wing was formed at San Diego, California.
Jump for Joy, a revue with music mostly by Duke Ellington, opened at the Mayan Theater, Los Angeles.
US Military Attache Smith-Hutton at Tokyo reported that in Ariake Bay the Japanese navy was secretly
practicing aircraft torpedo attacks against capital ships. This bay closely resembles Pearl Harbor.

Soviets counterattacked southwest of Korosten to fierce resistance.
Stalin became Chairman of the High Command.
In the Ukraine, the German Army crossed the River Dnieper.
WORLD WAR II
July 12, Saturday: The Naval Research and Development Board was created.
Naval Air Station, Quonset Point, Rhode Island was established.
A British/Soviet mutual-assistance pact was signed at Moscow.

READ THE FULL TEXT
WORLD WAR II
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July 11, Friday: A cease-fire went into effect in Syria.
WORLD WAR II
The Germans announce the establishment of a ghetto in Slovodka, a suburb of Kovno (Kaunas), to house all
Jews of the city. Jews were ordered to sell all property and move to the ghetto.
ANTISEMITISM
The United States seizes 17 Italian and one German ship in US ports under the Espionage Act of 1917.
Leonard Bernstein conducts a professional orchestra for the initial time. He directs the Boston Pops on the
Esplanade in the Prelude to Die Meistersinger of Richard Wagner.
Peru agrees to mediation of their border dispute by Brazil, Argentina and the United States.
July 12, Saturday: German planes bombed Moscow for the initial time.
WORLD WAR II
With an accord signed in Moscow, Great Britain and the Soviet Union agree to mutual assistance and not to
make a separate peace.
The Vichy defenders of Syria sign an armistice giving control of the region to the Allies. About 11,100 people
had been killed or injured in the Syria campaign.
Through the Associated Press, Jean Sibelius appeals to the world for understanding in Finland’s alliance with
Germany and war against the Soviet Union.
Ecuador agrees to mediation of their border dispute by Brazil, Argentina and the United States.
July 13, Sunday: The first units of Spanish volunteers depart Bordeaux for the Russian front.
WORLD WAR II

July 14, Monday: A British/French Syria/Lebanon armistice was signed at Acre, Palestine.
The Soviets introduced a multiple rocket launcher at Orsha which could fire off 320 rockets in 25 seconds.
Red Army soldiers named it after the heroine of a popular song: Katyusha.
The British occupied Syria.
WORLD WAR II
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July 16, Wednesday: Some of the 14 chants pour flûte et piano op.157 by Charles Koechlin were performed for the
initial time, in Paris, the composer himself at the keyboard.
A filmed version of the musical Lady, Be Good! with music by George Gershwin was released.
German troops captured Smolensk.
Finnish forces took Sortavala and reached Lake Ladoga southeast of town, cutting off Red Army troops in the
west.
Some Red Army units were surrounded near Uman, south of Kiev.
WORLD WAR II
July 17, Thursday: United States Naval Air Station and Naval Operating Base, Argentia, Newfoundland, were
established.
Germans gain a bridgehead over the Dnieper at Mogilëv, west of Moscow.
Rationing of food and manufactured products began in Moscow.
Führer Adolf Hitler ordered the annihilation of the following elements in all territory captured from the
Soviets: Communist activists, officials, intellectuals and all Jews.
ANTISEMITISM
700 Jews were killed at the resort of Ponar, near Vilna (Vilnius).
A two-week rampage against Jews began in Kishinev.
WORLD WAR II
July 18, Friday: Concerto Argentino no.1 for piano and chamber orchestra by Alberto Ginastera was performed for the
initial time, in Montevideo.
53 Jews were shot by Germans at Marijampole, southwest of Kovno (Kaunas).
ANTISEMITISM
Prince Konoye formed a new Japanese cabinet; Vice Admiral T. Toyoda succeeded Matsuoka as Foreign
Minister.
WORLD WAR II
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July 19, Saturday: A United States naval task force was organized by Commander in Chief Atlantic Fleet (Admiral E.J.
King) to support the defense of Iceland and to escort convoys between the United States and Iceland.
Stalin assumed the title Minister of Defense.
WORLD WAR II
Germans killed 19 Jews and seven communists in Kovno (Kaunas).
ANTISEMITISM
July 20, Sunday: A 2d trainload of treasures from the Hermitage left Leningrad for Sverdlovsk.
The Minsk ghetto was established.
WORLD WAR II
ANTISEMITISM

July 21, Monday: At Marijampole, 45 Jews were forced to dig a pit. Then they were roped together and thrown in. The
S.S. ordered 30 Byelorussians to cover them alive with earth. When the Byelorussians refuse, the S.S. opened
fire, killing all 75.
ANTISEMITISM
The concentration camp at Majdanek began operations, with the arrival of Soviet POWs.
After waiting for a week to get through the Panama Canal, five Japanese merchant ships gave up and headed
for Rio de Janeiro. Other ships were allowed through. Acting Secretary of State Sumner Welles explained that
shipping through the canal had been scaled back to permit “urgent repairs.” US troops arrived in Georgetown,
British Guiana to take over two bases leased by Great Britain.
WORLD WAR II
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July 22, Tuesday: Japan and Vichy France agreed to a mutual defense pact.
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt read a report from Admiral Richmond Turner: “It is generally believed
that shutting off the American supply of petroleum [to Japan] will lead promptly to the invasion of Netherland
East Indies [by Japan] ... it seems certain [that such a Japanese attack] would also include military action
against the Philippine Islands, which would immediately involve us in a Pacific war.”
WORLD WAR II

July 23, Wednesday: The Vichy government of Indochina agreed to the peaceful entry of Japanese troops into
Indochina.
After 30 days of resistance, the Soviet border garrison at Brest-Litovsk surrendered.
Fighting resumes between Ecuador and Peru over their common undefined border.
WORLD WAR II
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July 24, Thursday: The Holy Ghost’s Ark for mezzo-soprano, oboe, clarinet, viola and cello by Ernst Krenek to words
of Donne, was performed for the initial time, at the University of Wisconsin, Madison.
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt told the Volunteer Participation Committee that “If we had cut off the oil
off, [the Japanese] probably would have gone down to the Dutch East Indies a year ago, and you would have
had war.”125,000 Japanese troops moved into French Indochina.
WORLD WAR II

The Kishinev ghetto was established.
ANTISEMITISM
July 25, Friday: German forces entered Talinn, Estonia.
Responding to the opportunity offered by the Japanese seizure of Indochina, and in addition, we know now,
following a grand agenda of his own, President Franklin Delano Roosevelt, by issuing a Presidential Order
freezing all Japanese assets in the USA, effectively cut them off from their main supply of oil by preventing
them from paying for it. Followed by similar action on the part of Great Britain and the Netherlands East
Indies, this action amounted to a commercial blockade of Japan. US relations with Japan were suspended.
There was a run on Japanese banks.
WORLD WAR II

July 25-27: The “Petliura Days” — pogrom in Lvov.
WORLD WAR II
ANTISEMITISM
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July 26, Saturday: Great Britain imposed economic sanctions on Japan and froze all Japanese assets in areas under
their control.
Japanese and Chinese assets in United States were frozen. British notice of denunciation of commercial
agreements with Japan.
Army Forces, Far East (Lieutenant General Douglas MacArthur) was organized.
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt ordered the 150,000 men of the Philippine military into the United States
Army for the duration of the current national emergency.
Ukrainians in Lvov began three days of looting and killing of Jews, unencumbered by occupying Germans.
ANTISEMITISM
Romanian troops completed the occupation of Bessarabia and Bukovina, which had been taken from them by
the USSR in 1940.
Ecuador and Peru agreed to another truce in their border dispute.
WORLD WAR II
July 28, Monday: Japan froze United States assets.
The government of the Netherlands East Indies cut off all oil shipments to Japan, canceling an agreement of
the previous year. They froze all Japanese assets and severely restricted all commerce with Japanese-held
areas. This effectively cut Japan off from most of its oil supplies.
German forces captured Kingisepp, southwest of Leningrad.
After 3 days of murder by Ukranians in Lvov, at least 2,000 Jewish corpses lay scattered about.
ANTISEMITISM
Finland and Great Britain broke diplomatic relations.
WORLD WAR II
July 29, Tuesday: With French permission, the Japanese occupied southern Indochina.
A Japanese ship began landing troops at Cam Ranh Bay, French Indochina.
The Red Army created a new defense line for Moscow between Rzhev and Vyazma.
Photographs of fireman Dmitri Shostakovich were taken at his post on the roof of the Leningrad Conservatory.
These were disseminated around the world as a symbol of Soviet resistance against Nazi aggression.
WORLD WAR II
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July 30, Wednesday: A Polish-Soviet agreement of cooperation was signed at London.
The United States recognized the Czechoslovak government-in-exile at London.
At Chunking, China, the river gunboat Tutuila (PR-4) was bombed by Japanese planes. Japan would apologize
for the incident.
About 13,000 Japanese troops occupied Saigon.
British carrier planes attacked Kirkenes, Norway and Petsamo (Pechenga), Finland. 15 planes were lost.
The USSR and the Polish government-in-exile agreed to end their state of war and to respect pre-war borders.
WORLD WAR II
July 31, Thursday: Japan apologized for bombing the river gunboat Tutuila (PR-4).
An Economic Defense Board was created.
German forces reached the south shore of Lake Ilmen.
The United States recognized the Czechoslovak government-in-exile.
Peru and Ecuador ceased hostilities once again.
Henry Cowell’s Shipshape Overture for band was performed for the initial time, in State College,
Pennsylvania. Also premiered was Cowell’s Four Assorted Movements for flute, oboe, clarinet, bass clarinet,
bassoon, horn and piano (ad lib).
The German swordsman Hermann Göring instructed fellow Nazi Reinhard Heydrich to prepare a
comprehensive plan for the “Final Solution (Endlösung) of the Jewish Question (Judenfrage).”
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Skilled Swordsmen
Saint Ignatius Loyola

President Harry S Truman

Michel Angelo

General George Patton

Sir Walter Raleigh

Heinrich Himmler

René Descartes

Hermann Göring

John Milton

Juan Péron

George Frederick Handel

Francisco Franco

Johann Wolfgang von Goethe

Benito Mussolini

Karl Marx

Oswald Mosley

Sir Richard Burton

Reinhard Heydrich

Aleksandr Pushkin
WORLD WAR II
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The Wannsee Conference, held six months later, would be attended by 15 Nazi bureaucrats, led by Reinhard
Heydrich and including Herr Adolf Eichmann, chief of Jewish affairs for the Reich Central Security Office
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(Reichssicherheitshauptamt).
ANTISEMITISM
WORLD WAR II
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AUGUST 1941
August 1, Friday: The Bialystok ghetto was established.
ANTISEMITISM
The United States announced an oil embargo that applied to any country outside the western hemisphere with
the exception of the British Empire.
United States Naval Operating Base, Trinidad was established.
Naval Air station, Midway Island was established.
WORLD WAR II
August 2, Saturday: The Red Army counterattacked against the Yelnya Salient, southwest of Moscow.
Germans killed 205 Jews and 4 communists in Kovno (Kaunas).
ANTISEMITISM
There was a United States-Soviet exchange of notes respecting economic assistance.
WORLD WAR II

August 3, Sunday: German pincers closed at Pervomaysk south of Kiev.
WORLD WAR II
August 4, Monday: Royal Fleet Auxiliary ship HMS Darkdale, a new oil tanker, arrived at St. Helena Island to be Fleet
Oiler there, loaded with 3,000 tons of fuel oil, 850 tons of aviation spirit, 500 tons of diesel oil, and some
lubricating oil. Prior to coming to anchor it caused slight damage to a Norwegian tanker M.V. Nyholm.
Japan ended all steamship traffic with the United States.
Josef Jakobs, a German who had been found injured in the English countryside wearing civilian clothing
underneath a flying suit, was taken before a court-martial at the Duke of York Headquarters in Chelsea,
charged with “Committing treachery in that you at Ramsay in Huntingdonshire on the night of 31 January
1941/1 February 1941 descended by parachute with intent to help the enemy.” The inquiry took two days. He
asked whether he would be shot or hanged if found guilty, and was informed that since this was a military
rather than a civilian court, he would be shot. He admitted to being an officer in the Intelligence Section of the
German General Staff. He was found guilty and sentenced to execution by firing squad. He would petition the
King, alleging that he was a friend of England who had come to this county to help her in her fight against
Germany. He asked to be held until the end of the war, when he would be able to prove his innocence of the
charge. This would get him exactly nowhere, of course.
WORLD WAR II
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August 5, Tuesday: Smolensk surrendered to the Germans. 310,000 Soviets were taken prisoner.
WORLD WAR II
\

August 6, Wednesday: Governor Eugene Talmadge of Georgia appointed a committee to purge all textbooks
of anything that advocated Nazism, Communism, Fascism, Socialism, or racial equality.
WORLD WAR II

August 7, Thursday: Rabindranath Tagore died in Calcutta at the age of 80.
At Colorado College, Colorado Springs, “From this Earth,” a ballet by Roy Harris to his own scenario, was
performed for the initial time.
August 8, Friday: Sergei Prokofiev and his mistress Mira Mendelson boarded a special train along with other “artistic
laborers,” to be evacuated from Moscow to Nalchik in the Caucasus. They would remain there for three
months.
The Japanese Ambassador to the United States of America suggested a conference between President Franklin
Delano Roosevelt and the Japanese Prime Minister (this was the previous Prime Minister, not yet General Tojo
Hideki, right?).
WORLD WAR II
August 9, Saturday: Germans killed 534 Jews in Kovno (Kaunas).
ANTISEMITISM
Prime Minister Winston Churchill and President Franklin Delano Roosevelt met aboard the USS Augusta in
Placentia Bay, Newfoundland.
WORLD WAR II
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August 9, Saturday-12, Tuesday: At the Atlantic Conference at Placentia Bay, Argentia, President Franklin Delano
Roosevelt and British Prime Minister Winston Churchill considered the presentation of an ultimatum to Japan
and the occupation of the Cape Verde Islands (Portuguese) by US forces.

READ THE FULL TEXT
Roosevelt insisted that “Everything was to be done to force an ‘incident’ to justify hostilities.”
WORLD WAR II

August 10, Sunday: First Concerto for Flute and Percussion by Lou Harrison was performed for the initial time, at
Bennington College, Vermont by Otto Luening, Henry Cowell and Frank Wigglesworth.
The top British agent, Dusko Popov, code named “Tricycle,” informed the Federal Bureau of Investigation of
a planned attack on Pearl Harbor and suggested that it would be soon. This made the FBI suspicious. The Brit
was informed that his information was “too precise, too complete to be believed. The questionnaire plus the
other information you brought spell out in detail exactly where, when, how, and by whom we are to be
attacked. If anything, it sounds like a trap.” Tricycle also reported that a senior Japanese naval person had gone
to Taranto to collect all secret data on the attack there and that this had seemed to be of utmost importance to
them (the information would be provided to Naval Intelligence).

“Tricycle” insists
it is coming soon
WORLD WAR II
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August 11, Monday: The US Congress passed the United Nations Loan Act to lend $65,000,000 to the organization to
build its permanent headquarters in New York City.
Soviet planes bombed Berlin for the initial time.
WORLD WAR II
August 12, Tuesday: Prime Minister Winston Churchill and President Franklin Delano Roosevelt agreed to the
Atlantic Charter in Placentia Bay, Newfoundland.
The German Army advanced on Leningrad.
The English and the USSR entered into a declaration that they would come to the aid of Turkey if that nation
were attacked by a European power.
WORLD WAR II
August 13, Wednesday: Josef Jakobs, a German spy, was remanded to the Tower of London under this letter:
LD/SR A(s) 1 MOST SECRET
To: The Constable of H.M. Tower of London. 13th August 1941.
Sir,
I have the honour to acquaint you that JOSEF JAKOBS, an enemy
alien, has been found guilty of an offence against the Treachery
Act 1940 and has been sentenced to suffer death by being shot.
The said enemy alien has been attached to the Holding Battalion,
Scots Guards for the purpose of punishment and the execution has
been fixed to take place at H.M. Tower of London on Friday the
15th August 1941 at 7.15am.
Sgd. Sir Bertram N. Sergison-Brooke,
Lieutenant-General Commanding London District.
WORLD WAR II
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August 14, Thursday: The Polish and Soviet governments formed an eastern Polish army.
Joint public declaration by President Franklin Delano Roosevelt and Prime Minister Winston Churchill of the
just-signed “Atlantic Charter,” setting forth mutually held principles such as self-government, economic
cooperation, peace, and the end of Nazism.

READ THE FULL TEXT
Noting the “astonishing depth of Roosevelt’s intense desire for war.” Churchill cabled his cabinet that Franklin
Delano Roosevelt “obviously was very determined that they should come in.”

The charter called for aggressor nations to be disarmed. The President had his fingers crossed that this would
provoke Germany to declare war on the USA (Hitler would, however, prove to be not nearly that stupid).

The Selective Service Act, which allowed a peacetime draft, passed Congress by a single vote.67
WORLD WAR II

The last prisoner of the Tower of London, German spy Josef Jakobs, was executed.
LONDON

67. What if they gave a war and nobody came?
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August 15, Friday: 600 Jews were shot in Stawiski, northeast of Warsaw.
ANTISEMITISM
Germans decree that all Jews in occupied Russia would wear two yellow badges, they would receive only food
surplus to the needs of gentiles and they must join public works crews.
WORLD WAR II
The United States reduces by 10% the amount of gasoline that can be delivered to filling stations in 17 states.
In the Pacific, the US Marine Corps established a Naval Air Station on Palmyra Island and a Naval Air Facility
on Johnston Island.

Early in the morning, Corporal Josef Jakobs was taken to an old miniature .22 rifle range within the grounds
of the Tower of London (where spies had also been executed during the 1st World War), placed in a brown
Windsor chair (not the same one used during World War I) because with his broken leg he could not stand, and
at 7:12AM executed by firing squad. One of the eight men in the squad shot him in the head rather than the
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heart. (All other persons convicted and executed under the Treachery Act of 1940 and the High Treason Act
of 1351 were hanged, at either Wandsworth or Pentonville Prisons. His unmarked civilian grave at St. Mary’s
Roman Catholic Cemetery in northwest London has since been re-used. This would be the sole spy to be
executed at the Tower during this war. It now appears rather likely that his will be the last execution ever to
take place at the Tower.)

FINAL EXECUTIONS
public execution by guillotine, at Versailles

June 17, 1939

Eugen Weidman

August 15, 1941

Corporal Josef Jakobs

German spy executed by firing squad at the Tower
of London

January 31, 1945

Private Edward Donald
“Eddie” Slovik

General Dwight David “Ike” Eisenhower ordered
his execution by firing squad for desertion during
World War II by his own unit, the 28th Infantry
Division, in a small town in northeast France

August 16, Saturday: After two days of killing in Roskiskis, Lithuania 3,200 Jews lay dead.
ANTISEMITISM
Soviet officials offered to evacuated Dmitri Shostakovich from Leningrad. He refused.
The German army captured Novogrod.
WORLD WAR II
August 17, Sunday: President Franklin Delano Roosevelt and his Secretary of State conferred with the Japanese
Ambassador and stated their prerequisites for resuming conversations, or arranging a Pacific conference.
When the US-owned merchant ship Sessa was torpedoed and sunk in the north Atlantic by a German
submarine, only 3 of the crew of 27 survived.
WORLD WAR II
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August 18, Monday: President Franklin Delano Roosevelt announced that the United States was ferrying combat
aircraft to the British in the Near East by way of Brazil and Africa.
At Kovno (Kaunas), when the ghetto was sealed off, 534 Jewish intellectuals were taken outside the city and
shot. This was only a part of it — on this day in Kovno a total of 1,811 Jews perished.
ANTISEMITISM
Representative John Dingell of Michigan sent a letter to President Roosevelt laying out his personal plan for
peace: if we would hold 10,000 Japanese Americans of the Hawaiian Islands as “hostages,” the nation of Japan
would manifest “good behavior.”68
WORLD WAR II

68. In 2003, a Republican high security official in President George W. Bush’s government would announce that the Japanese
Americans had been put in concentration camps in the desert during World War II in order to protect them against angry white
Americans who would have attacked them had they been free. Oh, my God, those ungrateful yellow sons of bitches, there we were
just trying to be nice to them — and now they go around all la-de-dah?
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August 19, Tuesday: The SS Aguila was the commodore ship of Convoy OG-71 enroute to Gibraltar from Liverpool.
The convoy, consisting of 23 merchant ships escorted by 6 corvettes and 2 destroyers, was engaged by U-boats

while off the southwestern coast of Ireland. On board the Aguila were 22 WRNS (Women’s Royal Navy
Service, commonly known as Wrens) the 1st batch of girls who had volunteered for cypher and wireless duties
on “The Rock.” Also on board were many servicemen, all naval personnel, taking the Aguila’s complement to

161. Soon after midnight, the U204 fired 2 tin fish at the convoy and hit the destroyer HMS Bath, which was
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manned by the Royal Norwegian Navy. It sank within 3 minutes and 83 died. Another torpedo, this time from
the U201, hit the Aguila amidships sending its to the bottom in 90 seconds. 145 died and 16 would survive.

All the Wrens had drowned. Before Convoy OG-71 reached its destination, 8 of its ships and 2 of its escort
vessels would be sunk with nearly 400 deaths.69

69. At a first order of approximation there seems to be a remarkable similarity between fighting at sea and feeding fish.
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(As a tribute to these 22 Wrens, a lifeboat of the Royal National Lifeboat Institution would be named Aguila
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Wren in a ceremony on June 28, 1952.)
WORLD WAR II

August 20, Wednesday: 3,477 foreign Jews were arrested in France for deportation toward the east.
As Italians occupied the town of Gospic and the Island of Pag, Yugoslavia (Croatia), they find evidence of
mass murder of Jews and Serbs by local Ustachi fascists.
ANTISEMITISM
As German troops reached Gatchina south of Leningrad, the siege of Leningrad began.
WORLD WAR II
August 21, Thursday: Germans took Chudovo, cutting the railway between Leningrad and Moscow.
German troops took Kherson, at the mouth of the Dnieper.
Australian troops besieged in Tobruk (Tubruq) for four months were removed and replaced by fresh British
troops.
In Sabac, Yugoslavia, Germans shot down Jews and Serbs in the street in reprisal for partisan attacks.
Other Jews were detained and required to hang the corpses from lampposts.
ANTISEMITISM
A young French communist killed a German officer-cadet in a Paris metro station. This was the initial act of
resistance in Paris and 150 random Frenchmen would pay with their lives.
WORLD WAR II
August 24, Sunday: Due to protest and pressure within Germany, the euthanasia program was rescinded by Führer
Adolf Hitler.
WORLD WAR II
Lou Harrison’s dance score Green Mansions was performed for the initial time, in Stern Grove, San Francisco.
August 25, Monday: Great Britain and the USSR presented an ultimatum to Iran, requiring them to accept Allied
“protection.” Simultaneously, British and Indian forces attacked from Iraq into southern Iran, capturing the
Abadan oil refinery, Khorramshahr and Ahwaz. In northern Iran, the Soviets bombed Tabriz.
British, Canadian and Norwegian commandos raided Spitsbergen, destroying raw materials and liberating
2,000 Soviet civilians and 50 French POWs.
WORLD WAR II
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August 26, Tuesday: Allied troops took control of the Abadan area. Soviet troops entered Tabriz and bombed Teheran.
German forces captured Dnepropetrovsk.
Unaware that Führer Adolf Hitler has ended the policy of euthanasia, Pastor Bernard Lichtenburg, Provost of
St. Hedwig’s Roman Catholic Church in Berlin, wrote to the Reich’s chief medical officer protesting the
euthanasia program. He would be arrested and would die at Dachau.
The Ship Warrants Act was invoked by Executive Order. This act empowered President Franklin Delano
Roosevelt to direct Maritime Commission to establish cargo handling, ship repair, and maintenance priorities
for merchant ships.
WORLD WAR II
August 27, Wednesday: British and Indian forces reached Eslamabad, Iran. The British took Shahabad. The Iranian
government resigned.
The Soviets began the evacuation of 23,000 troops from Tallinn.
Former French Prime Minister Pierre Laval and Marcel Déat, editor of the Paris newspaper L’Oeuvre, were
shot and wounded near Versailles by Paul Colette, a young member of the Resistance.
Japan protested shipment of United States goods to Vladivostok through Japanese waters.
WORLD WAR II
August 28, Thursday: The Supply, Priorities, and Allocations Board was established.
Iranian forces surrender to the British and Indians at Kermanshah. Reza Shah Pahlavi was forced to abdicate
in favor of his son. A new government under Mohammad Ali Khan Forughi took power.
Because of the German invasion of the Soviet Union, Stalin dissolves the Autonomous Republic of the Volga
Germans and sent all ethnic Germans east. Harry Schnittke, however, the father of Alfred Schnittke, proved
that he was a German Jew, and his family was therefore allowed to remain in Engels (Boronsk).
Finnish forces captured Viipuri (Vyborg), northwest of Leningrad.
German troops took Tallinn.
Soviet soldiers destroy the Zaporozhe dam on the Dnieper.
Acting Governor Charles Poletti of New York banned an exhibit on birth control at the state fair in Syracuse.
A law described characterized educating the public about birth control as an activity “detrimental to the state.”
WORLD WAR II
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August 29, Friday: Arthur William Fadden replaced Robert Gordon Menzies as prime minister of Australia.
The Finns took Terioki and halt, not wishing to advance beyond their 1939 frontier.
WORLD WAR II
Jews were barred from public school in the Netherlands.
At Kamenets Podolskiy, the SS completed 3 days of murder of 23,000 Jews.
ANTISEMITISM
A puppet government was set up in Serbia under Milan Nedic.
August 30, Saturday: The SS Donau (2,931 tons) and SS Bahia Laura (8,561 tons), German transports in a troop
convoy, were sunk west of Seloen Island, Norway by torpedoes from a British submarine.

468 died and 1,196 would be rescued.
German troops took Mga, west of Leningrad, cutting the last rail link out of the city.
Milan Nodic became prime minister of the anti-German provisional government of Yugoslavia, in Serbia.
WORLD WAR II
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August 31, Sunday: Soviet forces drove the Germans out of Mga.
WORLD WAR II
3,700 Jewish residents of Kovno (Kaunas) were taken to the resort at Ponar and shot.
ANTISEMITISM
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SEPTEMBER 1941
September: Action Group A, consisting of around 800 soldiers under the command of SS General Otto Ohlendorf,
would be operating during this month on the Russian southern front. The Sicherheitsdienst office would claim,
in its formal report to Führer Adolf Hitler, that during the second half of the month, in the area around
Nikolaev inclusive of the town of Cherson, they had been able to round up and execute a total of 35,782 Soviet
citizens, most of them Jews.
WORLD WAR II
September: The German physicist Werner Heisenberg, in uniform, visited his old mentor Niels Bohr (who was in part
of Jewish heritage) in Copenhagen, and the two had a conversation about possible new atomic weapons that
possibly might decide the world war — were the war to continue long enough for the inherent difficulties in
this to be overcome. Heisenberg shocked Bohr by arguing that if this could produce a German victory, a
German victory would best advance the cause of human civilization.
Both physicists were fearful of being overheard by government handlers, and so they spoke to each other in
generalities, with considerable vagueness. Many years later, when they tried to reconstruct their conversations,
it became clear that the conditions under which they had met had interfered with their ability to understand
each other. For instance, did or did not Heisenberg have moral trepidations? Did he or did he not make
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miscalculations that deterred Germany from attempting to develop an atomic weapon, and were or were not
the miscalculations intentional? –And so on and so forth. Even by the date of this writing, 2011, the analysis
continues.
US warships protecting convoys to Europe began to attack German submarines.
US MILITARY INTERVENTIONS
John R. Kellam, who would be working in Washington DC for 3 years, moved from Cambridge, Massachusetts
to Silver Spring, Maryland and began to attend the Quaker meeting at 2111 Florida Avenue NW in the District
of Columbia, a Foxcroft-stone structure surrounded by embassies, chanceries, and military missions.70
(Lest you suppose John was joining the Friends in order to avoid the draft, be aware that during World War II,
89-91% of all eligible Quakers of draft age would serve in the Armed Forces.)

September 1, Monday: The Euthanasia Program of the Nazis officially ended. Hey, no more killing innocent
defenseless people, unless of course they happen to be Jews!
All Jews in Greater Germany were required to wear yellow stars of David.
Richard Strauss signed an agreement with Baldur von Schirach, Gauleiter of Vienna. Strauss would help
restore Viennese musical life in return for von Schirach’s protection of his Jewish daughter-in-law and
grandsons.
ANTISEMITISM
German troops recaptured Mga from the Soviets.
The US Navy assumed responsibility for trans-Atlantic convoys from a point off Argentia to the meridian of
Iceland. Admiral E.J. King, Commander in Chief of the Atlantic Fleet, designated a task group as a Denmark
Strait Patrol to operate in the waters between Iceland and Greenland.
WORLD WAR II
70. The meetinghouse had been erected particularly to accommodate President Herbert Hoover (who had been adopted and reared
by a Quaker family), during his presidency from 1929 through 1932, and had been presented to the Friends by a Rhode Island
Quaker. Friend John was informed that when the President had attended, a few Secret Service agents in business suits had sat near
him in the little section reserved in advance for the group.
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September 3, Wednesday: The British “Maud” Committee had reported that if a government could accumulate and
concentrate 10 kilograms of U-235, a weapon could be made. The US Academy of Sciences had already in
July endorsed the creation of an atomic-bomb program in the United States of America. With the approval of
Prime Minister Winston Churchill, at this point the British chiefs of staff also began scheming for the
development of an atomic bomb.
The MV Andrea Gritti, an Italian vessel of 6,338 tons, part of a convoy heading from Naples to Tripoli, was
torpedoed by British torpedo-carrying aircraft about 25 miles from Capo Spartivento in position 37 degrees
33 minutes North, 19 degrees 26 minutes East. The ship blew up and 347 died.
On this day, continuing to the 6th, a couple of Jewish ghettos were being established in Vilna.
First experimental use of gas chambers at Auschwitz. 600 Soviet POWs and 300 Jews were brought to
Auschwitz and gassed as part of an experiment to find the most effective method of mass murder. The
experiment was a success. The chemical they had been using to kill rodents and cockroaches in the camp
buildings, Zyklon, made from prussic acid and based on cyanide, turned out to work just fine.71In order to

control the crowds in the execution chamber, they would need to have the manufacturer eliminate a warning

71. It is an interesting footnote to history that Fritz Haber, the German chemist who during the 1920s had developed this Zyklon
gas, had in 1934 been forced out of Germany because, despite his early conversion to Christianity, and despite his wholehearted
service to their cause, the Nazis considered him to be still “racially” a Jew.
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odor in this Zyklon-B chemical, creating a special odorless version. They would use just cans and cans of it:

On this day on which ghettos were being established and the Nazis were experimenting with their gas
chambers, the ship SS Struma began advertising that it would sail under the Panamanian flag from Constansa
to Palestine. The vessel had been a cattle barge. Something like 800 tickets would be purchased at exorbitant
prices, many by citizens of the town of Barland, Romanian — tickets to hope, tickets to a better life. If you
have enough money, you can get away! Also aboard were some young men of the Betar organization, a rightwing Zionist youth group that was helping to organize such illegal immigration into Palestine. The result
would be the worst civilian maritime disaster of World War II. A total of 796 Romanians would drown due to
the hostility or indifference of the British, the Turks, and the Russians, not even the 101 children being spared.
There would be but one floater, 19-year-old David Stoljar or Stoliar, left alive to tell the story of the final days
of the vessel (David, as of 1999, was still alive, and a resident of Oregon).72
ANTISEMITISM

72. Refer to Douglas Frantz and Catherine Collins’s DEATH ON THE BLACK SEA: THE UNTOLD STORY OF THE STRUMA AND
WORLD WAR II’S HOLOCAUST AT SEA, the story of this worst civilian maritime disaster of WWII.
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September 4, Thursday: There was a naval incident involving the USS Greer (DD-145), one of our destroyers, while
it was tracking a German U-boat 175 miles southwest of Iceland. (My general disdain for the lack of
truthfulness of our authorities being what it is, I’m not clear what this incident amounted to. The official story
is that as our ship spotted this sub and called in a British plane to bomb it, the sub and our destroyer exchanged
cannon fire of little consequence.)
WORLD WAR II
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt warned of grave consequences to German and Italian ships if they
attacked US ships.
German forces began an artillery bombardment of Leningrad.
The initial shipment of American fuel for the Soviet Union arrives in Vladivostok.
Old California for orchestra by William Grant Still was performed for the initial time, over the airwaves of the
Mutual Broadcasting System. The work was commissioned for the 160th anniversary of the founding of Los
Angeles.
September 5, Friday: The German army occupied Estonia.
WORLD WAR II
September 6, Saturday: The Vilna (Vilnius) ghetto was sealed off.
ANTISEMITISM
WORLD WAR II
September 7, Sunday: Gondoleiro for chorus and band by Heitor Villa-Lobos to words of Alves was performed for the
initial time, in the Vasco da Gama stadium of Rio de Janeiro. The composer conducted 30,000 singers and 500
instrumentalists.
The United States merchant ship Steel Seafarer was sunk by a German air attack in the Gulf of Suez.
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s mother, Sara Delano Roosevelt, died at Springwood, Hyde Park, at the
age of 86.
“X” day for a Pearl Harbor attack was set by the Japanese Staff Officers as November 16th, 1941.
WORLD WAR II
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September 8, Monday: Finnish troops cut the Murmansk-Leningrad railway at Lodeynoye Polye.
WORLD WAR II
German troops reached Lake Ladoga. Leningrad was effectively surrounded. German planes dropped more
than 6,000 incendiary bombs on Leningrad.
The Soviet authorities began an ethnic evacuation of 600,000 Germans whose ancestors had lived along the
River Volga for two centuries.
September 9, Tuesday: Iran agreed to terms of the occupying Allied forces. They would close all diplomatic missions
of Germany, Italy and their allies and turn over all German nationals to the British or Russians. British and
Russian occupation zones were set up. Allies would control roads, airports and communication.
The US Naval Coast Frontier Forces were formed.
Iran accepted a British/Soviet armistice.
A division of Spanish fascist volunteers arrived at Leningrad to help the Germans.
WORLD WAR II
September 10, Wednesday: Stephen Jay Gould was born in the borough of Queens in New York City, in a secular
Jewish home.
German forces reached Konotop, northeast of Kiev.
Josef Terboven declared a state of emergency in Oslo to head off a planned general strike. Union leaders were
arrested, two were executed.
In Bratislava, the Slovak government announced Codex Judaicum, the stripping of all rights from Slovakia’s
135,000 Jews and approving their internment and deportation.
ANTISEMITISM
200 citizens of Leningrad were killed in a German air raid.
WORLD WAR II
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September 11, Thursday: President Franklin Delano Roosevelt ordered the US Navy to destroy any German or Italian
war vessel in the self-proclaimed defense zone threatening either United States shipping or any ships under US
escort.

It was formally announced to the general public that following the USS Greer incident of September 4th,
America’s warships had been placed under standing orders to fire upon any German submarines they might be
able to detect.
WORLD WAR II
In England a cryptological official suggested that, since it was already “sufficiently well appreciated” that the
Germans as they invaded the USSR were “killing all Jews that fall into their hands” — it would not be worth
their while for intelligence personnel to collect further information on such activities.
In a radio broadcast from an “America First” rally in Des Moines, “Who Are the War Agitators?,” Charles
Lindbergh described American Jews as alien warmongers indifferent to America’s interests, selfishly pushing
us real Americans toward a pointless war against their enemy, the Nazis:
...the three most important groups which have been pressing this
country towards war were the British, the Jewish and the
Roosevelt Administration.
No person of honesty and vision can look on [the Jews’] pro-war
policy here today without seeing the dangers involved in such a
policy both for us and for them.... A few farsighted Jewish
people realize this and stand opposed to intervention. But the
majority still do not.... We cannot blame them for looking out
for what they believe to be their own interests, but we must
also look out for ours. We cannot allow the natural passions and
prejudices of other peoples to lead our country to destruction.
(Refer to the 27-page factual appendix to Philip Roth’s
ANTISEMITISM
historical novel THE PLOT AGAINST AMERICA.)
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September 12, Friday: Coast Guard cutter Northland (PG-49) seized Norwegian trawler Buskoe in MacKenzie Bay,
Greenland; Buskoe’s mission was to establish and service German radio weather stations in Greenland.
The Norwegian government of Vidkun Quisling banned the Boy Scouts. Boys were now required to join youth
leagues of the Nasjonal Samling Party.
The first snow fell on the Russian front.
WORLD WAR II

September 14, Sunday: Iran ordered departure of Axis diplomats.
WORLD WAR II
September 15, Monday: The siege of Leningrad began.Jews in the Netherlands were required to transfer all sums of
WORLD WAR II
cash over 1,000 gulden into a German-controlled bank.
ANTISEMITISM
Peruvian planes bombed three Ecuadorian towns, killing three people.
September 16, Tuesday: German forces completed the surrounding and capturing of 600,000 Red Army troops east of
Kiev.
WORLD WAR II
German troops captured Pushkin, a suburb of Leningrad.
S.S. troops and Ukrainian militia murdered several hundred Jews at Uman.
ANTISEMITISM
Roger J. Williams of the University of Texas announced to a symposium in Chicago that he has discovered a
new member of the Vitamin B group, called folic acid.
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September 17, Wednesday: For the 1st time, the United States Navy escorted an eastbound British trans-Atlantic
convoy.
WORLD WAR II
Great Britain and the Soviet Union set up a joint occupation of Tehran.
Dmitri Shostakovich spoke on Leningrad radio to bolster the morale of the city. He arrived at the studio only
at the last minute, having needed to take refuge along the way from German artillery. “All of us were now
standing militant watch. As a native of Leningrad who has never abandoned the city of my birth, I feel all the
tension of this situation most keenly. My life and work were completely bound up with Leningrad.” This
evening, several musicians would gather at the Shostakovich apartment to hear him play through two
completed movements of his Seventh Symphony. In the middle of this, as air raid sirens began, Shostakovich
would escort his wife and children to an air raid shelter, but then he would return to complete his performance.
As British and Soviet troops reached Teheran, Mohammed Shah Pahlevi took an oath to uphold the
constitution, before the Parliament.
In San Francisco, Harry Partch paid 21 cents for the ferry to Berkeley, leaving $3.29 in his pocket, and in
Berkeley boarded a freight train to Chicago, where a friend of a friend has offered him a place to stay. He would
keep sketchy records of this trip — conversations, graffiti, place names. These would form the basis of US
Highball.

September 18, Thursday: Incidental music to Machiavelli’s play La Mandragore by Arthur Honegger was performed
for the initial time, in Théâtre Fontaine, Paris.
During the retreat of the Soviet army in the direction of Yeletsk, the soldiers came upon a small ravine between
Chartsysk and Snizhy stations that was partly filled with the corpses of many teenagers, age range apparently
from 14 to 16 years, all attired in the black uniform of the F.S.U. Trade and Craft School in Stalino (now
Donets). The Soviet soldiers counted 370 corpses. It would eventually come out, what had happened. These
were schoolchildren who had been being evacuated as the German army neared Stalino. After hiking nearly
60 kilometers they had become utterly exhausted. A detachment of the Russian political police, the NKVD,
had arrived and machine-gunned them.73
WORLD WAR II

73. No, you didn’t miss something — the callous Germans were not directly involved. This was Russians mowing down their own
children.
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September 19, Friday: Cross-border clashes resumed between Ecuador and Peru.
In Germany, it was ordered that Jews six years old or older wear a yellow Star of David in public.

ANTISEMITISM
German forces entered Kiev, capturing 500,000 Red Army troops.
276 German planes attacked Leningrad, killing over 1,000 civilians.
WORLD WAR II

September 20, Saturday: The German Army captured Kiev, the Ukrainian capital in the Soviet Union.
The Shahanshah of Iran restored the constitutional monarchy at the head of a neutral regime.
The Bulgarian government declared martial law.
WORLD WAR II
September 21, Sunday: 180 German bombers attacked Kronstadt, seriously damaging Leningrad’s naval facilities.
WORLD WAR II
String Quartet no.1 op.25 by Benjamin Britten was performed for the initial time, in Belle Wilber Thorne Hall,
Occidental College, Los Angeles.
The uniform tailors were very very busy. Laurance F. Shaffer, a psychologist newly hired at the rank of
Lieutenant Colonel in the US Army Air Forces, was assigned to Maxwell Field, Alabama to activate
Psychological Research Unit #1, the initial American pilot selection examining unit in World War II.
Examinations would begin on October 13th. Lieutenant Colonel Robert T. Rock, assigned to Kelly Field,
Texas on November 17th, would inaugurate Psychological Research Unit #2. These units would evolve into
the Air Force Human Resources Laboratory.
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September 24, Wednesday: 70,000 Yugoslav partisans captured Uzice and its rifle factory. They would hold the town
for two months.
The Comité national français was established in London by Charles de Gaulle.
Inter-Allied Council Statement on the Principles of the Atlantic Charter.

READ THE FULL TEXT
A coded message was intercepted, from Japanese Naval Intelligence to Japan’s consul general in Honolulu,
requesting a grid of the exact locations of US naval vessels at Pearl Harbor anchorage. At the time we had
about 95 ships in port. The text of this message read, in decoded English translation:
Strictly secret.
Henceforth, we would like to have you make reports concerning
vessels along the following lines insofar as possible:
1. The waters (of Pearl Harbor) are to be divided roughly into
five subareas (We have no objections to your abbreviating as
much as you like.)
Area A. Waters between Ford Island and the Arsenal.
Area B. Waters adjacent to the Island south and west of Ford
Island. (This area is on the opposite side of the Island from
Area A.)
Area C. East Loch.
Area D. Middle Loch.
Area E. West Loch and the communication water routes.
2. With regard to warships and aircraft carriers, we would like
to have you report on those at anchor (these are not so
important) tied up at wharves, buoys and in docks. (Designate
types and classes briefly. If possible we would like to have you
make mention of the fact when there are two or more vessels
alongside the same wharf.)

WORLD WAR II
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September 25, Thursday: A new German offensive pushed south toward Kharkov and the Crimea.
WORLD WAR II

September 26, Friday: 1,608 Jews in Kovno (Kaunas) were loaded into trucks, driven to the outskirts of the city, and
killed.
ANTISEMITISM
WORLD WAR II
Aaron Copland met Alberto Ginastera for the initial time, in Buenos Aires, and identified him as the “white
hope” of Argentine music.
September 26, Friday: The US Navy ordered protection of all ships engaged in commerce in United States defensive
waters — by patrolling, covering, escorting, and by reporting or destroying German and Italian naval forces
encountered.
WORLD WAR II
September 27, Saturday: Henry Cowell got married with Sidney Robertson, an ethnomusicologist, in New York.
Reinhard Heydrich became Reich protector of Bohemia and Moravia.
To oppose the German occupation, the Communist Party of Greece created the National Liberation Front
(EAM).
The very 1st “Liberty Ship,” the SS Patrick Henry, was launched at Baltimore.
3,446 Jews in Eisiskes, Lithuania were taken to pits that had been dug in the Jewish cemetery, and machinegunned.
ANTISEMITISM
WORLD WAR II
September 28, Sunday: The first British convoy of war supplies for the Soviet Union left Iceland for Arkhangelsk.
WORLD WAR II

September 29, Monday: Finnish forces broke through to Petrozavodsk on Lake Onega.
WORLD WAR II
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September 29/30: Once upon a time there was a quite picturesque ravine near the city of Kiev, separated from the
residential Syrets suburb by a local cemetery and a civilian prison. It was about 3 kilometers long and more
than 50 meters deep. It was known as Babi Yar. Einsatzgruppe C of the SS, assisted of course by Ukrainian
policemen, herded the entire Jewish population of Kiev and the surrounding area, 33,771 souls, into this
convenient venue in order to individually executed them, each with a bullet in the neck.
Being a labor-intensive and serial process, this required two entire days, all of the 29th and all of the 30th. The
corpses would be burned in pyres, each made up of approximately 2,000 corpses. During the 778 days of the
German occupation of Kiev, many thousands of Russian POWs, Ukrainians and other nationalities would be
executed in Babi Yar. Finally the SS would have excavators and bulldozers brought in and the depression filled
in and leveled. The West, mistrustful for some reason, would at first be able to dismiss reports of this as
“products of the Slavic imagination.” Of a total Jewish population of around 900,000, only 180,000 would still
be alive in Kiev by the end of the German occupation. (In 1976 a memorial would be placed at the site to
commemorate the Russian POWs who were killed there. On this memorial there would be no reference
whatever to Jews.)
WORLD WAR II
ANTISEMITISM

September 30: German forces broke out of Dnepropetrovsk, moving southeast toward Donetsk.
WORLD WAR II
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FALL 1941
Fall:

At an early point during this fall, Kilsoo Haan, an agent for the Sino-Korean People’s League, indicated to Eric
Severeid of CBS that the Korean underground in Korea and Japan had obtained proof not only that the
Japanese military was planning an attack on the US naval facilities at Pearl Harbor on the island of Oahu, but
also that this attack was scheduled to take place before Christmas. (Allegedly, one Korean had sighted the
actual plans!)
WORLD WAR II

Koreans knew.
Eric Severeid of CBS knew.
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Fall:

The case of draft resistor John R. Kellam was transferred to the Selective Service Board of Silver Spring,
Maryland, which classified him as 1-A available for draft.

He would have to file an appeal and undergo an examination by the Federal Bureau of Investigation:

I had tried to convince that draft board chairman that he should
stop being in a position where he was sending young men into the
huge fray to be killing and injuring and getting injured and
killed themselves.

I said, “That’s a huge party that none of these young men should
be in! It would be great if the young men of the whole world
would tell their own governments NO! And I’m doing my little bit
toward that.”
Well, I appealed the 1A classification and so automatically my
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file went to the FBI and they did a big survey of my background.

They even went to Frank Crassweller, my old Sunday School
teacher, and asked him about me. And where did they find him?
In the Duluth draft board office being their chairman! My chum
had been, all through school from fifth grade on, a nephew of
his, Robert Crassweller. But I found my FBI file later on — I
had access to it. I could see who said what about me. I saw a
summary of the whole FBI file, written by a hearing officer,
John H. Skeen of the US Attorney’s office, Maryland district,
in Baltimore. I copied every word of it. I have it upstairs, in
the back end of a file drawer. When I found out that Frank
Crassweller was chairman of that draft board, I wrote to my chum,
Robert Crassweller, who was by then working for the State
Department in Washington.
I wrote, “What in the world has ever gotten into your Uncle
Frank, who was such a wonderful teacher of Christian ethics in
that Sunday School, Presbyterian Church of Duluth, of our
neighborhood? How could he possibly accept the duties of a draft
board member, let alone be chairman? I just don’t understand how
he could do it! It seems to me that a lot of the things that he
said to us in Sunday School would mean that he would have had
to decline any commission if it were offered for him to do that
kind of a thing.”
Bob’s only reply was, “Well, there are quite a number of things
about Uncle Frank that are beyond understanding.”
Ha-ha-ha! And Bob’s own father was a lawyer, too.
When the FBI asked Frank Crassweller what he thought of my claim
of being a conscientious objector, filing this form 47, and
trying to justify it, he stated, according to the hearing
officer’s
summary,
“that
registrant
is
definitely
a
conscientious objector and he believes the registrant should be
classified in this grouping. He pointed out that registrant was
registered with Local Board No. 1 in Duluth before moving to
Silver Spring, Maryland, and at that time he and other members
of the Duluth Draft Board considered registrant to be a
conscientious
objector.
He
considers
registrant
to
be
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trustworthy, sincere and highly reliable.”
Now that was an interesting thing to read! That FBI report.
Ha ha!
I went to the Bureau of Prisons in Washington one time after I
had been transferred to the Silver Spring draft board and they
had started to lean on me. I went to ask a number of questions.
When they found out what I was there for and what kinds of
feelings
I
had,
they
sent
me
to
the
supervisor
of
classifications of the whole prison system. So in his office I
got the answers to all these questions about how jobs are doled
out to the various kinds of inmates, who has control and how is
it exercised, which inmate does which job, and how much choice
does any of the inmates have about what he does, and so forth.
He was very obliging and he became aware that I was really casing
the place in advance, trying to understand as much as possible
of what I was getting into. So he asked me a few questions and
I didn’t mind. I would just as soon avoid leading him to any
conclusions about me, but I wasn’t sure I was going to be able
to because I knew what I was trying to stand for and not stand
for and it was up to the government to make up its mind as to
what to do about it. So learning as much as possible about the
prisons would mean that I might be better able to calculate what
my appropriate activities should include and which ones
excluded. He seemed to be affably amused and wished me luck as
I was leaving him. I thanked him for all the information I’d
gotten and he invited me to put in more questions to him if
I thought of anything that I still hadn’t asked about. He was
very obliging. This was a full year or two before I was tried
for refusing induction. I think I went in there just about the
right time.
It was at this point that I was fired for being a conscientious
objector. There was one time, only one in my life, that such a
thing happened. I was working for the National Capital Park and
Planning Commission at Silver Spring, Maryland. A politician,
E. Brooke Lee, had become its chairman. He had been the only
candidate of his party to be defeated for an elected job, so his
friends had appointed him to be our chairman. One day he
surprised me by a generous compliment about my technical work
on a design for revised traffic routing in a neighborhood near
some property of his. I had thought myself outside of his notice,
being very non-political as I was. Then, a week or two later, a
political flunky appeared at my home a few minutes after I had
returned from work one Friday evening, with a terse letter
signed by the chairman notifying me that I had been terminated
“for the good of the service.” The Director of Planning, Fred
W. Tuemmler, knew nothing of it but soon called me back to say
the chairman had learned from the Silver Spring draft board
chairman that I was registered as a CO, and that was the only
reason. Well, Selective Service regulations required all
information about registrants to be kept confidential by draft
boards, so my betrayal was perfectly illegal. My boss,
Mr. Tuemmler, was stunned and angry, and told me he had very
nearly talked himself out of his own job, protesting that
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abusive termination. But Mr. Lee had enough political power so
that he didn’t need to be legally right, and his close friendship
with the draft board chairman extended that principle to him as
well. My sudden firing threw me for a loop, and it was quite a
few days before I decided to take advantage of unemployment to
complete the writing of my Master’s thesis for MIT.
(I’ve never lost a job except that once, so on balance I guess
I’ve been pretty lucky.)
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OCTOBER 1941
October: The USSR top spy Richard Sorge informed the Kremlin in Moscow that the US naval facility at Pearl Harbor,
Oahu in the Hawaiian Islands would be attacked by Japan within 60 days. In response, Moscow assured him
that this information was being passed to the USA. (According to the New York Daily News of May 17, 1951,
all references to Pearl Harbor in the War Department’s copy of Sorge’s 32,000-word confession to the Japanese
were suppressed.)The information was accurate. During this month, we now know, Admiral Nagano was

indeed beginning definitive preparations for the Japanese attack.
WORLD WAR II
October 1, Wednesday: In Moscow, high-ranking officials of the United States of America, Great Britain, and the
Soviet Union concluded a 3-day conference. The United States would send $1,000,000,000 worth of arms and
equipment for the Red Army.
Dmitri Shostakovich, his wife, son and daughter, were evacuated by plane from Leningrad to Moscow
(later to Kuibyshev).
Finnish troops captured Petrozavodsk.
WORLD WAR II
Deportations of Slovak Jews to death camps began.
ANTISEMITISM
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October 2, Thursday: Movements 2, 5 and 6 of American Melting Pot for chamber orchestra by Henry Cowell were
performed for the initial time, in Philadelphia.
Operation Typhoon, the German advance on Moscow, began.
German forces launched a massive offensive toward Moscow.
Six synagogues in Paris were dynamited by the S.S. 2,146 Jews were shot in Zagare, Lithuania. 976 Jews were
shot in Butrimonys, Lithuania, with German soldiers placing benches at the site to give Lithuanians a “good
view.”
ANTISEMITISM
Ezra Pound considered Japan’s Chinese enemies to be as much the victims of the international money lenders
and intriguers as were the Japanese themselves. In his typical lively imagery, he offered that:
There are millions of Chinamen, many of them living on very short
rations in the interior and about as much interested in Chiang
Kai-shek as they are in the White Socks and the Phillies, if
there still are any Phillies. You could get more enthusiasm out
of those Chinks for a Hot Dog Championship on the Northside than
you could for Chiang’s foreign party in China. A lot of China
is not pro-Kai-shek. A lot of China is not for that gang of
foreign investors.
WORLD WAR II
October 3, Friday: A 7th synagogue in Paris was dynamited by the S.S.
ANTISEMITISM
German forces captured Orel, southwest of Moscow.
WORLD WAR II
Peru and Ecuador agree to set up a neutral zone along their disputed border.
John Melby was born in Whitehall, Wisconsin.
John Huston’s film The Maltese Falcon was shown for the initial time, in New York.
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October 4, Saturday: The Parliament of New Zealand passes a bill guaranteeing free medical care to all citizens.
At Kovno (Kaunas), all patients, doctors and nurses at the ghetto hospital, along with orphans from the nearby
Jewish orphanage, were locked into the hospital building, and the building was set afire. Germans stood around
the perimeter to shoot any who manage to exit the structure. These were among a total of 1,845 Jews who were
killed on this day in Kovno (Kaunas).
ANTISEMITISM
WORLD WAR II
Household Music for string quartet by Ralph Vaughan Williams was performed for the initial time, in Wigmore
Hall, London.

October 5, Sunday: Music for Hecht and MacArthur’s pageant Fun to be Free by Kurt Weill was performed for the
initial time, in the Madison Square Garden of New York City. This was an attempt to rally the United States
of America to enter the war against Germany.
WORLD WAR II

October 6, Monday: German forces reached Berdyansk on the Sea of Azov, cutting off 100,000 Soviets.
The government of Panama refused to allow the arming of US-owned merchant ships under Panamanian
registry.
WORLD WAR II
October 8, Wednesday: The Vitebsk ghetto was liquidated.
ANTISEMITISM
German forces captured Mariupol on the Sea of Azov.
WORLD WAR II
Over the BBC Foreign Service, a voice declaimed in German over the sound of a ticking clock: “Every seven
seconds, a German died in Russia. Is it your husband? Is it your son? Is it your brother?”
49th Parallel, a film with music by Ralph Vaughan Williams, was shown for the initial time, in the Odeon
Cinema on Leicester Square in London.
Incidental music to Exbrayat’s play La fille du jardinier by Francis Poulenc was performed for the initial time,
in Paris.
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October 9, Thursday: President Franklin Delano Roosevelt sends a message to Congress supporting the repeal of
Section Six of the Neutrality Act of 1939 and the immediate arming of US merchant ships.
WORLD WAR II
Two days after President Arnulfo Arias left the country, the Panamanian cabinet elects Ricardo Adolfo de la
Guardia to replace him. The new president pledges close cooperation with the United States “in the defense of
the continent.”
October 10, Friday: The Theresienstadt Ghetto was established.
ANTISEMITISM

October 11, Saturday: The Soviet government announced that women and children not needed in war work were to be
evacuated from Moscow.
WORLD WAR II
The Chernovtsy ghetto was established.
ANTISEMITISM
October 12, Sunday: German forces captured Kaluga, southwest of Moscow.
WORLD WAR II
Germans murdered several hundred Jews and Gypsies in Zasavica, Yugoslavia.
ANTISEMITISM
Freedom’s Land for chorus by Roy Harris to words of MacLeish was performed for the initial time, in a CBS
radio broadcast originating in Sage Chapel, Cornell University, Ithaca, New York.
October 13, Monday: German troops entered Vyazma, west of Moscow.

The Royal Air Force bombed Nürnberg. The 1st US Army Air Forces pilot selection examinations in World
War II began in Psychological Research Unit #1 at Maxwell Field, Alabama. The test instruments employed,
on an experimental basis, were the Complex Coordination Test, the Rotary Pursuit Test, the Seashore Visual
Discrimination Reaction Time Test, the Seashore Arm-Hand Swaymeter, and the Seashore Photoelectric
Aiming Test (evidently no test of ethics was to be considered to be of any relevance in this — people ready to
go off and kill civilian strangers need not be suspected of any readiness to also lie, cheat, steal, or what have
you).74
WORLD WAR II
74. Street, W.R. A CHRONOLOGY OF NOTEWORTHY EVENTS IN AMERICAN PSYCHOLOGY. Washington DC: American Psychological
Association, 1994
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October 14, Tuesday: German forces took Kalinin, northwest of Moscow, against fierce Soviet resistance.
In Bulgaria, 11 alleged Communists were sentenced to death.
Igor Stravinsky’s arrangement of The Star-Spangled Banner, for orchestra and chorus ad lib., was performed
for the initial time, in the Embassy Auditorium of Los Angeles.
WORLD WAR II
October 15, Wednesday: German forces reached Mozhaisk, west of Moscow.
The diplomatic corps and most of the Soviet government left Moscow for Kuibyshev. Stalin remained at the
capital. The overcrowded train included a car reserved for the Bolshoi Theater. Aboard this car were Dmitri
Shostakovich and his family, and other important Soviet artists including Aram Khachaturian.
The Soviets evacuated 120,000 men from Odessa to Sevastopol.
Edouard Daladier, Paul Reynaud, and Leon Blum were arrested by order of Marshal Petain on an accusation
that they had been responsible for the defeat of France.
WORLD WAR II
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October 16, Thursday: German and Romanian troops captured Odessa after a two-month siege.
At Harbin, the Manchukuo/Outer Mongolia border talks came to a successful conclusion.
The initial deportations of Jews from Greater Germany to Poland took place. Between this day and November
4th, 19,827 Jews would be sent to Lodz.
ANTISEMITISM
When five US destroyers from Iceland came to the aid of a convoy, a German submarine put a torpedo into
the USS Kearney, killing eleven sailors.
The USSR moved its government apparatus to Kuibyshev.
John Cage relocated from Oakland, California to Chicago.
It has been alleged that President Franklin Delano Roosevelt on this day grossly humiliated the Japanese
Ambassador, and refused to meet with Premier Konoye — and that his offensiveness was deliberate, and was
intended for the nefarious purpose of helping the war party led by General Tojo Hideki to achieve control.

(If this account were true it would of course problematize the received attitude, that the USA entered World
War II only because an aggressor nation made a outrageous and treacherous sneak attack upon our sacred soil.)
October 17, Friday: Symphony no.3 by William Schuman was performed for the initial time, in Boston. The critics
were extremely positive.
The German U-boat U-568 torpedoed the US destroyer Kearny (DD-432) as it was dropping depth charges
southwest of Iceland, in the wake of a British convoy, in order to discourage attack upon that convoy. Eleven
American crewmen were killed and twenty-two injured — and Führer Adolf Hitler, who of course did not
want America to enter the war, would personally order that his submarine’s commander be disciplined.
The US Navy ordered United States merchantmen in Asiatic waters to seek refuge at friendly ports.
In Japan, the government of Prince Fumimaro Konoye resigned.
WORLD WAR II
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October 18, Saturday: The war party leader, General Tojo Hideki, became Prime Minister of Japan.
A diary entry by Secretary of Interior Harold Ickes almost makes it seem as if our federal government was
seeking a way to get itself into war with Germany by way of Japan: “For a long time I have believed that our
best entrance into the war would be by way of Japan.” (This of course problematizes the received attitude, upon
which so many still insist, that we entered World War II only because an aggressor nation made a outrageous
and treacherous sneak attack on our soil.)
WORLD WAR II
October 19, Sunday: Kabul radio announced that King Mohammed Zahir Shah was ordering all German and Italian
nationals out of Afghanistan. The British guaranteed them safe conduct through India.
Stalin proclaimed a “State of Siege” in Moscow.
Professor Iosif Orbeli, Director of the Hermitage, gained permission for six of Leningrad’s leading orientalists
to be released from the front line for a few hours to celebrate the 800th anniversary of Nizami, the national
poet of Azerbaijan.
Even though he had raised most of the money needed for a production, Marc Blitzstein wrote in this day’s New
York Times that his opera “No For An Answer” would not be staged at present — its theme of leftist nonintervention in the war has been overshadowed by the German invasion of the Soviet Union.
Congressman Martin Dies, chairman of the House of Representatives’s Un-American Activities Committee,
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sent a list of 1,121 federal employees to Attorney General Francis Biddle, claiming them to be members of
subversive groups (after the most extensive FBI investigation, a grand sum total of 2 of these 1,121 employees
would be dismissed).
Baal Shem for violin and orchestra by Ernest Bloch was performed for the initial time, in New York.
Afghanistan consented to a British-Soviet request for ejection of Axis nationals.
Off West Africa, the US merchant ship Lehigh was torpedoed and sunk by a German submarine.

All 39 crewmembers and 5 stowaways were rescued by a British ship.
WORLD WAR II
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October 20, Monday: German troops took Stalino (Donetsk).
Kuibyshev was set up as a temporary capital of the Soviet Union. Most of the diplomatic corps arrived on this
day.
The German commander in Nantes was shot by the Resistance.
Julia B. Hunter committed suicide by jumping off the Golden Gate Bridge.
A new government in Panama allowed Panamanian-registered merchant ships to be armed.
Carrier Hornet (CV-8) was commissioned at Norfolk, Virginia.
WORLD WAR II

October 21, Tuesday: Piano Sonata by Aaron Copland was performed for the initial time, by the composer, in Buenos
Aires.
2,300 Serbian men and boys were murdered by Ustachi fascists at Kragujevac. 7,000 Serbians were murdered
at Kraljevo. 6,000 Serbians were murdered at Macva.
At Nantes, 50 French hostages were shot for the killing of the local German commander on the previous day.
WORLD WAR II
October 22, Wednesday: Tokyo carries out its first practice blackout.
When Royal Fleet Auxiliary ship HMS Darkdale, a new oil tanker, was torpedoed with four torpedoes while
anchored in position 15.55.03 S 05.42.15 W off Jamestown Harbor, St. Helena by German submarine U68
(Kapitan Karl-Freidrich Merten) in James Bay off Jamestown, it exploded and turned over and sank and
the only 2 survivors out of its crew of 43 were Captain Thomas H. Card and Chief Engineer
Alexander B. McIntyre, who happened to be ashore. There were only 3 explosions as one German torpedo did
not strike or failed to detonate.
Germans in Odessa locked 12,000 Jews into four giant warehouses, and set them afire. Those managing to
escape to the roof met machine-gun bullets and hand grenades. The fourth warehouse, the one that had been
filled with the men, was destroyed by artillery. In all 25,000 Jews would be killed in Odessa.
ANTISEMITISM
Most of the Soviet government, diplomatic corps, and numerous important cultural figures including Dmitri
Shostakovich and Aram Khachaturian arrived from Moscow by train in Kuibyshev.
WORLD WAR II
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October 23, Thursday: Plain-chant for America for baritone, orchestra and organ by William Grant Still to words of
Chapin was performed for the initial time, in Carnegie Hall of New York City (Chapin was the wife of Francis
Biddle, the Attorney-General of the United States).
In Flushing Meadows on Paumanok Long Island, Senator Harry S Truman opened the 1st session of the United
Nations General Assembly. For a time during the 1940s and 1950s, the Flushing Friends meetinghouse would
be a favorite spot for families of the United Nations. A large, active First Day School would evolve and
delegates to the UN would frequently attend Flushing Meeting to speak on aspects of their work. Friend Robert
Lea, a member of Flushing Meeting, would host many of these delegates in his home. The relaxed atmosphere
and hospitality of a home proved to be so attractive that when the United Nations would relocate to their new
building on Manhattan Island, New York Yearly Meeting would open “Quaker House” nearby, as a place of
quiet refuge in which delegates might meet for private discussion of issues.
Jewish emigration from Germany was prohibited.
ANTISEMITISM
October 24, Friday: German troops captured Kharkhov.
WORLD WAR II
In Vilna (Vilnius), 3,700 Jews were taken from the ghetto to Ponar and shot. Hundreds more caught hiding
were dragged into the street and shot on the spot.
ANTISEMITISM

October 25, Saturday: In Minsk, Germans conducted the first public hanging of partisans.
WORLD WAR II
Incidental music to Roux’s play La Ligne d’horizon by Arthur Honegger was performed for the initial time, in
the Théâtre des Bouffes-Parisiens, Paris.
October 26, Sunday: According to Ezra Pound, Americans had no idea why they were being expected to fight in
Britain’s war with Germany: “Even Mr. Churchill hasn’t had the grass to tell the American people why he
wants them to die, to save what. He is fighting for the gold standard and monopoly. Namely the power to starve
the whole of mankind, and make it pay through the nose before it can eat the fruit of its own labor.”
Croatian partisans organized themselves on Petrova Gora mountain.
WORLD WAR II
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October 27, Monday: German forces captured Kramatorsk, Ukraine.
WORLD WAR II
The Grand Mufti of Jerusalem arrived in Rome for talks with fascist leaders.
8,000 local Jews and 9,000 Jews from Germany were shot to death outside Kovno (Kaunas).
A new policy of gassing, rather than shooting Jews was tested by the Germans in Kalisz, Poland. 290 Jews
were transported by van to a wood beyond the outskirts of the town. The exhaust pipe has been connected to
the inside of the van. By the time they reached the wood, all in the van were dead. The surviving Jews of Kalisz
were charged for the cost of transport.
ANTISEMITISM

October 28, Tuesday: Overture for a Drama for orchestra by Ross Lee Finney was performed for the initial time, in
Rochester, New York.
German forces captured Volokolansk, northwest of Moscow, but the German offensive was starting to bog
down.
The lobby of the Bolshoy Theater in Moscow took a hit by a German bomb.
The first organized mass action against the occupation of Greece took place in Athens, commemorating the
first anniversary of the Italian invasion. Members of the resistance groups took part in a major demonstration.
Among them was Iannis Xenakis.
WORLD WAR II

October 29, Wednesday: Germans killed 9,200 Jews in Kovno (Kaunas).
WORLD WAR II
ANTISEMITISM
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Late October 1941: Kilsoo Haan, an agent for the Sino-Korean People’s League, convinced US Senator Guy Gillette
that the Japanese were planning to attack the US fleet in December or January.

Koreans knew.
Eric Severeid of CBS knew.
Senator Guy Gillette knew.
Senator Gillette personally alerted the State Department, Army and Navy Intelligence, and President Franklin
Delano Roosevelt.
WORLD WAR II

October 30, Thursday: Benjamin Britten was awarded the Coolidge Medal by the Library of Congress, Washington.
The German army reached Sevastopol.
The oiler Salinas (AO-19) was torpedoed about 700 miles east of Newfoundland, but the ship was able to get
to port and there were no casualties among its crew.
Charles Lindbergh spoke before a crowd of 20,000 at an America First rally at the Madison Square Garden of
New York City. He asserted that President Franklin Delano Roosevelt was using “dictatorship and subterfuge”
to draw the nation into war.
WORLD WAR II
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October 31, Friday: The Luftwaffe flew 45 separate bombing attacks over Moscow.
220 Jews were shot at Kletsk (Belarus) for having begged for food from Gentiles.
S.S. General von dem Bach Zelewski reported cheerily to Berlin: “Today there were no more Jews in Estonia.”
Six days of executions began in Poltava. 740 people, almost all of whom were Jews or the mentally ill, would
be killed.
ANTISEMITISM
Cetniks and puppet Serbs attacked Yugoslav partisans at Uzice. The Partisans were forced out of their Serbian
base into eastern Bosnia.
A German U-Boat sank an old American 4-stack destroyer, the USS Reuben James (DD-245), as it was
escorting a convoy 300 miles south of Iceland.

This destroyer, one of 5 escorting British convoy HX-156 which had sailed from Halifax, Nova Scotia, was
the 1st US ship to go under due to enemy action during World War II. It sank at 05:25 hours when the torpedo
from Leutnant-Captain Eric Topp’s U-562 struck its port side and detonated its forward magazine. The ship
split, its forward section plunging with all hands. When stern also went under, about 50 feet down its depth
charges began to explode, killing a number of its floaters. 115 died, and 45 floaters were picked up by the USS
Niblack.75
(When U-562 would be struck on February 19, 1943 by depth charges from the destroyers HMS Isis and HMS
Hursley, the 49 trapped inside its steel walls would of course also die. It’s no big deal, we all die, right?
Fish need to be fed? All a torpedo does, all a depth charge does, is merely establish where and when and how,
right?)76

75. At a first order of approximation there seems to be a remarkable similarity between fighting at sea and feeding fish.

76. That those who live by the sword will die by the sword is of course a mere rule of thumb, so there have been some notable
exceptions — but as rules of thumb go this one seems fairly accurate.
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NOVEMBER 1941
November: To protect US military aid to Britain, the Neutrality Act was partially repealed.
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt authorized the arming of US merchant ships and the sending of these
ships into war zones.

Although the US President ordered American troops to occupy Dutch Guiana, by agreement with the
Netherlands government in exile, it would be Brazil that would cooperate to protect the supply of aluminum
ore provided by the bauxite mines in Surinam.
US MILITARY INTERVENTIONS
A Gallup poll indicated 17% support in the US for making war on Germany.
WORLD WAR II
The “Manhattan Project” began to develop an American atomic bomb at various covert sites on Manhattan
Island in New York City. Professor Albert Einstein, regarded as safety risk due to known pacifist leanings,
would never be considered to have a part in or be allowed to have any awareness of the existence of this project
(how much he may have guessed was going on behind the scenes, we simply do not know).
ATOM BOMB
In Berlin, Adolf Hitler met with the grand mufti of the great temple of Jerusalem, Haj Amin al-Husseini.
What to do about the fact that Palestine had half a million Jews? Was there any way in which they might be
able to make common cause and kill them? We don’t know what definite plans were made during this meeting
of the Führer with the Muslim religious leader, but we do know that by July 1942, a SS killing squad
(Einsatzgruppe) would be in the Middle East, under Walter Rauff, and it would be complete with a mobile gas
van. (Meanwhile, in Europe, in Duenaburg on November 9, 1941, 11,034 Jews were executed, and at Libau
two weeks later, another 2,350 were executed — in Lithuania under the Nazis, a total of 136,421 Jews would
be executed in numerous single actions by enthusiastic Lithuanians having the assistance of German police
squads, and in the White Russian Settlement Area, around 41,000 executions would take place, and in Vilna,
around 32,000 Jews would be executed within the first six months of German occupation.)
ANTISEMITISM
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November 1, Saturday: The “Rainbow Bridge,” an international bridge over the Niagara River, opened to traffic.
Sergei Rakhaminov played a benefit recital at Carnegie Hall for Russian relief charities.
The US Coast Guard was place under the jurisdiction of the Department of the Navy for duration of the
national emergency.
Allegedly, the USA intercepted and decoded a Japanese Navy order to continue drills against anchored capital
ships to prepare to “ambush and completely destroy the US enemy.” This message allegedly included
references to armor-piercing bombs and to “near surface torpedoes.”Construction began at the Belzec
WORLD WAR II
extermination camp.
ANTISEMITISM
November 2, Sunday: Acceleration for orchestra by Roy Harris was performed for the initial time, in Washington.
String Quartet no.2 by Ross Lee Finney was performed for the initial time, in Cleveland.
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt transferred the entire Coast Guard to the command of the Secretary of
the Navy.
WORLD WAR II
November 3, Monday: The Secretary of State revealed that the Germans were refusing to pay compensation for their
sinking of the Robin Moor.
Germans cut the railway line from Leningrad to Vologda near Tikhvin.
The Cathedral of the Dormition in Kiev was blown up by the Germans.
The German army captured Kursk.
On the Crimean Peninsula in the Black Sea, the port city of Feodosia was captured by the German 46th and
170th Infantry Divisions. As the Germans were about to attack Sevastopol, most of the German forces were
then withdrawn from Feodosia, but they left behind at this port a small detachment of troops and their wounded
soldiers, who were to convalesce in the city’s hospitals.
WORLD WAR II
November 4, Tuesday: German forces captured Feodosiya in the Crimea.
New regulations denied Jews in Greater Germany sick pay, accident insurance, paid vacations, or pensions.
They might be fired without notice, and could not serve as apprentices.
ANTISEMITISM
Haj Amin al-Husseini, Grand Mufti of Jerusalem, departed Rome for Berlin.
WORLD WAR II
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November 5, Wednesday: The Japanese government announced that it had dispatched a top diplomat, Saburo Kurusu,
to Washington DC to aid in negotiations. A Japanese Imperial Conference agreed to an attack upon Pearl
Harbor in December — if satisfactory agreement with the USA could sooner be reached.
WORLD WAR II
November 6, Thursday: German blockade runner Odenwald disguised as United States ship Willmoto was captured by
cruiser Omaha (CL-4) and destroyer Sommers (DD-381) in Atlantic equatorial waters.
Jewish citizens were assembled in the central square of Rovno in a blizzard and taken to five large pits that
had been prepared by Red Army prisoners. Naked under the German gun barrels, on this day and the following
one 17,500 would be forced to clamber down into these five pits.
ANTISEMITISM
The Grand Mufti of Jerusalem, Haj Amin al-Husseini, leader of Palestinian Arabs, arrived in Berlin and a
German government spokesman described him as a great man.
WORLD WAR II
The US Constitution, Ezra Pound offered over the airwaves, had been “for more than a century, in fact for 130
years, far and away the best on earth. I had always thought we could get all the social justice we need, by a
few sane reforms of money, such as Adams and Lincoln would have thought honest and Constitutional.
The grafters would rather throw you into a 10 years war and kill 5 five or 10 million young men than even let
the discussion of monetary reform flower on the front pages of the American papers.”
November 7, Friday: Symphony no.2 “Kormtchaya” by Arthur Vincent Lourié was performed for the initial time, in
Boston.
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt extended the Lend-Lease Act to include the USSR.
The New York Herald Tribune reported that the naval commander on Guam had ordered the evacuation of
dependents of naval personnel.
On or slightly before this date, filling out a Selective Service form, Francis Albert “Frank” Sinatra responded
to the question “Do you have any physical defects of diseases?” with the answer “No.” (When it would come
time for him to be serve his country in 1943, Old Blue Eyes would get himself classified “4F” on the basis of
the fact that, at birth, he had been found to have the left eardrum perforated, and on the basis of a fear of crowds
and elevators.)
WORLD WAR II
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November 8, Saturday: Pleas for support having failed, the Charles W. Morgan, only American wooden sailing whaler
surviving from the fleet of more than 2,200 in use during the “golden era of American whaling,” New
Bedford’s pride, was towed away toward its new home at the docks of the Marine Historical Association in
Mystic Seaport, Connecticut.
German troops took Tikhvin, completing the encirclement of Leningrad.
The Albanian Communist Party was formed in Tirana, electing a central committee with Enver Hoxha as
secretary.
The United States Naval Operating Base, Iceland was established.
WORLD WAR II
November 9, Sunday: Karl Eliasberg directed the Leningrad Radio Symphony Orchestra in Beethoven’s 9th
Symphony at Philharmonic Hall, broadcast live to London. At the beginning of the third movement British
listeners could hear sirens, bombs, and antiaircraft guns. The symphony was completed and the announcer
signed off.
German forces captured Yalta in the Crimea.
Great Britain sent an ultimatum to Hungary to withdraw from the USSR.
WORLD WAR II
November 10, Monday: The Germans ordered the death penalty for any Jew escaping the Warsaw ghetto.
ANTISEMITISM
The 1st United States-escorted troop convoy (Rear Admiral A.B. Cook) transporting more than 20,000 British
troops sailed from Halifax for the Far East.
British Prime Minister Winston Churchill announced that “should the United States become involved in war
with Japan, a British declaration would follow within the hour.”
WORLD WAR II
November 12, Wednesday: The FBI raided Los Angeles’s Little Tokyo, rounding up 15 Japanese-American
businessmen and community leaders. They seized records and membership lists for such organizations as the
Japanese Chamber of Commerce and the Central Japanese Association. These community leaders cooperated
with authorities, while a spokesman for the Central Japanese Association stated: “We teach the fundamental
principles of America and the high ideals of American democracy. We want to live here in peace and harmony.
Our people are 100% loyal to America.”
WORLD WAR II
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November 13, Thursday: Between Malta and Gibraltar, the British aircraft carrier Ark Royal was badly damaged by a
German U-boat. It would make an attempt to limp to safe harbor at Gibraltar.
Several selections from the series for piano Guia prática by Heitor Villa-Lobos were performed for the initial
time, in Rio de Janeiro: Album 1 (no.4), Album 5 (nos.1,2), Album 7 (nos. 1,3), Album 9 (nos.2,5), Album 10
(nos.2,6).
The German Ambassador to the USA, Herr Dr. Hans Thomsen (1891-1968), Charge d’Affaires ad interim, an
anti-Nazi, had earlier this month informed Friend Malcolm Read Lovell of a Quaker monthly meeting in
Manhattan that the Japanese were preparing to attack US forces in the Pacific. On this day this allegation about
Japan by Germany was passed to President Franklin Delano Roosevelt by OSS chief William J. Donovan.

This top-secret memo would be discovered in the National Archives in 2007 or 2008 by the Nazi War Crimes
and Japanese Imperial Government Records Interagency Working Group. We are therefore now able to present
you here with the exact wording of the warning that was being passed via this American Quaker by this
German diplomat some three weeks prior to the “sneak attack” of the Japanese upon US naval facilities at Pearl
Harbor in the Hawaiian Islands:
In the last analysis, Japan knows that unless the United States
agrees to some reasonable terms in the Far East, Japan must face
the threat of strangulation, now or later. Should Japan wait
until later to prevent this strangulation by the United States,
she will be less able to free herself than now, for Germany is
now occupying the major attention of both the British empire and
the United States. If Japan waits, it will be comparatively easy
for the United States to strangle Japan. Japan is therefore
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forced to strike now, whether she wishes to or not.
(One can imagine the crippled mentation of the President as he received in the Oval Office this critical
intelligence from his buddy Wild Bill Donnovan (1883-1959): “Heh heh heh, they are putty in my hands.”
The only response ever made by the US intelligence community to this critical intelligence was to offer Herr
Thomsen a personal bribe of $1,000,000 if he would issue a public statement distancing himself from the
regime in Berlin. Thomsen would decline this kind American offer of personal financial security –we may
speculate that he had family members back in Germany whom he needed to protect– and elect to sit out World
War II as part of the German delegation in Stockholm, afterward making himself head of the Hamburg chapter
of the International Red Cross.)
Due to heavy German censorship, the National Broadcasting Company and the Mutual Broadcasting System,
based in the United States, would be unable to continue broadcasts from their correspondents in Berlin.
The United States House of Representatives voted to amend the Neutrality Act to allow arming of merchant
ships and their passage into war zones.
November 14, Friday: Concerto grosso for chamber orchestra by Bohuslav Martinu was performed for the initial time,
in Boston (a scheduled 1938 premiere in Vienna had needed to be canceled due to the German Anschluss; one
scheduled in Prague had needed to be canceled due to the German invasion of Czechoslovakia; and, a premiere
scheduled in Paris during May 1940 had needed to be canceled due to the German invasion of Belgium).
New laws in Hungary prohibited marriages between Jews and Gentiles, prohibited Jews in the army, and
expropriated Jewish lands.
ANTISEMITISM
Germany banned correspondents of the three major American radio networks: NBC, CBS, and the Mutual
Broadcasting Network.
The British aircraft carrier HMS Ark Royal, that had been badly damaged by a German U-boat, slipped beneath
the waves while still somewhat short of making a safe dock at Gibraltar.
The USA intercepted and decoded a communication from the Japanese Navy alerting the Japanese Merchant
Marine that wartime recognition signals would be in effect as of December 1st.
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt announced that the 970 US Marines currently in the cities of Shanghai,
Beijing, and Tientsin in China were to be withdrawn.
WORLD WAR II
November 16, Sunday: German forces captured Kerch at the far eastern end of the Crimea.
England, My England, a choral song by Ralph Vaughan Williams to words of Henley, was performed for the
initial time, over the airwaves of the BBC.
WORLD WAR II
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November 17, Monday: Special Japanese envoy Saburo Kurusu arrived in Washington DC and conferred with the US
Secretary of State.
Serenade for orchestra by Ross Lee Finney was performed for the initial time, at Hamline University, St. Paul,
Minnesota.
Symphony no.2 by Virgil Thomson was performed for the initial time, in the Music Hall, Seattle.
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt signed a joint resolution of the US houses of Congress to repeal sections
2, 3, and 6 of the Neutrality Act of 1939, passed by the federal Congress on November 13th — from this point,
US merchant ships could be armed and could enter war zones.
WORLD WAR II
November 18, Tuesday: Samuel Barber was inducted in the National Institute of Arts and Letters.
Allied forces began an offensive into Libya to relieve Tobruk (Tubruq).
WORLD WAR II
November 19, Wednesday: The Australian Navy’s cruiser HMAS Sydney had been launched in 1940 as a commercial
vessel with the name HMS Phaeton (7,000 tons). Captained by Captain John Burnett, the cruiser had set out
from Fremantle in Western Australia to be retrofitted when it became engaged in a firefight off the coast of
Western Australia with a German raider, the Cormoran, that had been disguised as a Dutch merchantman and
was under the command of Theodor Detmers. Badly damaged and on fire, the Sydney disappeared into the
night, not to be seen again. Its crew of 645, obviously, died. The only piece of wreckage to be found would be
a life-raft which can now be viewed in the Australian National War Memorial in Canberra. There was to be
controversy for decades as to whether the Australian Government was covering up the circumstances of this
ship’s disappearance. (The Cormoran also sank, with 85 deaths, but 315 Germans would make it to safety on
the Australian shore.)
In a speech in Chicago, former President Herbert Hoover suggested that sending armies overseas to fight
would be a “futile waste of American life.”
A Japanese Navy message which the British would decode on November 23rd and the Americans would
decode on November 28th indicated that there was going to be an attack, and that the signal for this would be
issued over Radio Tokyo in the form of a fake weather report — in this broadcast a mention of rain would
indicate a state of war, and a mention of the east (Higashi) would indicate that the attack was against the United
States of America.
WORLD WAR II
November 20, Thursday: German troops occupied Rostov at the mouth of the Don River.
Ambassador Nomura Kichisaburo presented Japan’s “final proposal” to keep the peace of the Pacific.
WORLD WAR II
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November 21, Friday: Symphony in E flat by Paul Hindemith was performed for the initial time, in Minneapolis.
Béla Bartók gave his final solo recital in Chicago.
Lend-Lease was extended to Iceland.
WORLD WAR II
November 22, Saturday: The USA intercepted and decoded a communication from Tokyo warning Ambassador
Nomura Kichisaburo in Washington DC against extending the deadline for negotiations to November 29th:
“...this time we mean it, that the deadline absolutely cannot be changed. After that things are automatically
going to happen.” Former CIA Director Allen Dulles has indicated that the US had been warned in midNovember that the Japanese Fleet had sailed east past Tokyo Bay and was going to attack Pearl Harbor.

A Dutch submarine had been visually tracking the attack fleet to the Kurile Islands in early November and this
info would be passed on by the Dutch to Washington DC, but Washington would not provide this intelligence
to our forces in the Hawaiian Islands. (The intercepts the Dutch gave to the US government are still classified,
in RG 38, Box 792.)
60 trucks crossed Lake Ladoga with food for the city of Leningrad, the first of hundreds of such crossings.
The last Italian holding in East Africa, Gonder, Ethiopia, surrendered to the British.
In a tank battle at Sidi Rezegh, Allied forces were pushed away from Tobruk (Tubruq).
The German army captured Rostov.
WORLD WAR II
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November 23, Sunday: Pursuant to an agreement with the Netherlands government, the USA occupied Surinam in
Dutch Guiana to protect its bauxite mines.
The USA intercepted and decoded a Japanese Navy communication: “The first air attack has been set for 0330
hours on X-day” (that would be Tokyo time, equivalent to 8AM Honolulu time).
Sonata for english horn and piano by Paul Hindemith was performed for the initial time, in New York.
A bomb exploded at the United States consulate in Saigon causing considerable damage but no injuries.
German forces took Istra, west of Moscow.
German and Italians troops attacked British and South Africans at Sidi Rezegh. Losses were so high on both
sides that the German soldiers would dub this day Totensonntag.
At Gambut, New Zealand troops captured a German headquarters with much valuable communication
equipment.
WORLD WAR II

BETWEEN ANY TWO MOMENTS ARE AN INFINITE NUMBER OF MOMENTS,
AND BETWEEN THESE OTHER MOMENTS LIKEWISE AN INFINITE NUMBER,
THERE BEING NO ATOMIC MOMENT JUST AS THERE IS NO ATOMIC POINT
ALONG A LINE. MOMENTS ARE THEREFORE FIGMENTS. THE PRESENT
MOMENT IS A MOMENT AND AS SUCH IS A FIGMENT, A FLIGHT OF THE
IMAGINATION TO WHICH NOTHING REAL CORRESPONDS. SINCE PAST
MOMENTS HAVE PASSED OUT OF EXISTENCE AND FUTURE MOMENTS
HAVE YET TO ARRIVE, WE NOTE THAT THE PRESENT MOMENT IS ALL
THAT EVER EXISTS — AND YET THE PRESENT MOMENT BEING A
MOMENT IS A FIGMENT TO WHICH NOTHING IN REALITY CORRESPONDS.

World War II

“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project
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November 24, Monday: In the South Atlantic, the HMS Dunedin, a British cruiser of 4,850 tons commanded by
Captain R.S. Lovat, was sunk by a torpedo from Kapitän-Leutnant Johann Mohr’s U124.

The German radio announced that a “Dragon” had been sunk, mistaking the name. It would not be until 4
officers and 63 ratings were plucked from lifeboats by the US merchant ship Nishmaha on the 27th that the
British Admiralty would announce the sinking of the Dunedin. 26 officers including the captain and 392
ratings died.77
(U124 would be sunk by depth charges from HMS Stonecorp and HMS Black Swan on April 2, 1943 off
Oporto, Portugal and all 53 of its crew would die.)78

77. Isn’t is curious, the macabre way these statistics are routinely kept? The number of officer deaths gets cited, then the number
of “ratings” deaths? Imagine trying to say to a “rating” who is going down for the third time, “Look, fellow, you’re obviously taking
this pretty hard –it’s your death and all that– but can’t you at least derive some consolation from the fact that this would have been
a significantly greater loss to us, had you been an officer? God must have loved you enlisted types, he made so many of you.
Soon you will lose consciousness — and then you’ll be a mere nameless, painless statistic who has given your life for your country!
Don’t sweat it, it’s the way things are. Come on now, at least you can hum a bit from ‘There’ll always be an England’....”
78. That those who live by the sword will die by the sword is of course a mere rule of thumb, so there have been some notable
exceptions — but as rules of thumb go this one seems fairly accurate.
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German forces took Klin, northwest of Moscow, and moved on to Solnechnogorsk, also to the northwest of
Moscow.
342 young Jews were sent to Theresienstadt to transform that town into a camp for Czech Jews.
ANTISEMITISM
US troops were landed in Dutch Guiana (Surinam) to secure bauxite mines necessary for aluminum production
(this action was agreed to by Netherlands and Brazil).
All export licenses to French North Africa, Spain, and Tangier were revoked.
WORLD WAR II
November 25, Tuesday: Renewal for 5 years of the Anti-Comintern Pact of November 25th, 1936 at Berlin, by
Germany, Japan, Italy, Hungary, Spain, Manchukuo, Bulgaria, Croatia, Denmark, Finland, Rumania, Slovakia,
and the Nanking regime in China.
Germans crossed the Moscow-Volga Canal at Yakhroma and Dimitrov, north of Moscow.
The Association des Juifs en Belgique (Association of Jews in Belgium) was established.
2,900 Jews were shot near Kovno (Kaunas).
ANTISEMITISM
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Providence, Rhode Island banned George Cukor’s and Greta Garbo’s final film, “Two-Faced Woman.”
In this comedy the problem with the Legion of Decency seems not to have been that she allowed herself to be
photographed in the most skimpy of all possible swimsuits. It seems to have been in regard to the storyline:
there is off-screen premarital sex with her bridegroom, that happens while he might, or might not, be persuaded
that she is “the worldly-wise twin sister” of his intended innocent bride. Yeah, hotcha mental stuff!

I vant to be torpedoed.
In the Mediterranean, the HMS Barham, a 31,100-ton British battleship, was hit on the port side by three
torpedoes from the U-boat U331 commanded by Kapitän-Leutnant von Tiesenhausen. About 4 minutes later
the Barham’s 15-inch magazine exploded, completely disintegrating the vessel and releasing an enormous
quantity of black smoke. 862 died including its skipper, Captain G.C. Cooke. 395 would be rescued from the
water by HMS Hotspur and HMAS Nizam. (U331 would be sunk on November 17, 1942 by torpedo-carrying
Swordfish from the carrier HMS Formidable, with 32 deaths. Kapitän-Leutnant Hans-Diedrich Tiesenhausen
would be among the 15 rescued and would survive World War II to die on August 17, 2000, in Vancouver,
Canada at the age of 85.)
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Secretary of War Stimson noted in his diary “Franklin Delano Roosevelt stated that we were likely to be
attacked perhaps as soon as next Monday.”

The British decrypted the Japanese Navy message of November 19th (the US would decode this message on
November 28th) and found that it had indicated that there was going to be an attack, and that the signal for this
was to be issued over Radio Tokyo in the form of a fake weather report — in this broadcast a mention of rain
would indicate a state of war and a mention of the east (Higashi) would indicate that the attack was upon the
United States of America.
Japanese troop transports, en route to Malaya, were sighted off Taiwan.
The Navy Department ordered all US trans-Pacific shipping to take a southern route. Admiral Turner has
testified that “We sent the traffic down to the Torres Straight, so that the track of the Japanese task force would
be clear of any traffic.”
Fleet Admiral (Grand Admiral of the Fleet) Isoroku Yamamoto radioed an order to sail which was decrypted
by the British on this same day and would be decrypted by the Dutch on November 27th. Although precisely
when this order was decrypted by US Naval Intelligence is a national secret, indications are that we must have
decrypted it on or before November 26th:
(a) The task force, keeping its movements strictly secret and
maintaining close guard against submarines and aircraft, shall
advance into Hawaiian waters and upon the very opening of
hostilities, shall attack the main force of the United States
Fleet in Hawaii and deal it a mortal blow. The raid is planned
for dawn on X-day — exact date to be given by later order.
(b) Should the negotiations with the US prove successful, the
task force shall hold itself in readiness forthwith to return
and reassemble.
(c) The task force will move out of Hitokappu Wan on the morning
of 26 November and advance to the standing-by position on the
afternoon of 4 December and speedily complete refueling.79
WORLD WAR II

79. PHA Congressional Hearings Report, volume 1 page 180, transcript page 437-8

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

WORLD WAR II

WWII

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE
November 26, Wednesday: The Republic of Lebanon, carved from the predominantly Christian districts of Syria, was
declared independent, although French and British troops remain in the country.
Contact was made between the Tobruk (Tubruq) garrison and relieving Allied forces.
At 3AM, Prime Minister Winston Churchill sent an urgent message to President Franklin Delano Roosevelt,
presumably alerting him to Fleet Admiral Isoroku Yamamoto’s order to sail that the British had decoded on
the previous day (the content of this message from Churchill to Roosevelt are still unreleased on the grounds
that divulging it would harm our national security). Admiral Stark has testified that “On November 26 there
was received specific evidence of the Japanese intention to wage offensive war against Great Britain and the
United States.” CIA Director William Casey, who was in the OSS in 1941, on page 7 of his book THE SECRET
WAR AGAINST HITLER, would write that “The British had sent word that a Japanese fleet was steaming east
toward Hawaii.” In a message sent on this day from Washington DC, both US aircraft carriers, the Enterprise
and the Lexington, were ordered to exit the anchorage at Pearl Harbor “as soon as possible.”80
The Japanese Naval Carrier Task Force under Vice Admiral Chuichi Nagumo departed from the Kuril Islands
en route to US Naval Station – Pearl Harbor.

80. One impact of this move was to deprive the air defense forces of the Pearl Harbor naval base of 50 fighter aircraft, amounting
to 40% of its admittedly insufficient fighter cover.
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On this day the US Secretary of State, Hull, delivered an ultimatum to the Japanese government that Japan
must unconditionally withdraw from Indochina and all China. They were to engage in “no support of any
government in China other than the National government” of Chiang Kai-shek —or else. Roosevelt’s
Ambassador to Japan has referred to this as “The document that touched the button that started the war.”
The negative Japanese response to this ultimatum would be delivered in conjunction with its attack on the
US naval facility at Pearl Harbor, Oahu, Hawaii.81
General Douglas MacArthur’s command advised Hawaii that the Japanese attack fleet was in the South China
Sea, which is to say, that it was nowhere near Hawaii and was not a threat. This message was sent out by Duane
Whitlock, who remembers it.
WORLD WAR II

November 27, Thursday: Soviet troops retook Rostov.
The 4th Marines left Shanghai — the end of the era of the “Old China Hand.”
The Japanese news agency Domei reported that “there was little hope of bridging the gap between the opinions
of Japan and the United States.”
The Australian Navy destroyer HMAS Parramatta was escorting a munitions ship from Tobruk to Alexandria
when it was torpedoed and sunk off the Libyan port of Bardia by Kapitän-Leutnant Hans Heidtmann’s U559.
138 of the 164 on board died, including Lieutenant Commander J.H.Walker.82

81. Chamberlain, William Henry. “How Franklin Roosevelt Lied America Into War.” The Journal for Historical Review (November/
December 1994, Volume 14 number 6), as excerpted from the anthology PERPETUAL WAR FOR PERPETUAL PEACE, pages 485-491
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(When U559 would be destroyed by depth charges from British destroyers on October 30, 1942,
7 would die and 38 survive.)
Admiral H.R. Stark, Chief of Naval Operations, sent a “war warning” message to commanders of the Pacific
and Asiatic Fleets. However, Secretary of War Stimson issued an unnecessarily confused and confusing
“Hostile Action Possible,” or “DO-DON’T,” warning message. The Naval Court would subsequently find this
message to have had the impact of directing attention away from rather than toward the naval facility at Pearl
Harbor, which may have been its intent. The US Army, which was not equipped for reconnaissance, was
directed to provide reconnaissance, and the US Navy, which was equipped for this, was directed not to provide
it. The US Army was ordered onto a “sabotage alert” the impact of which would be to specifically preclude
their focusing upon any outside threat. Although Admiral Stark’s war warning had been for the entire theater
of operations, the US Navy’s attention was being diverted to a location 5,000 miles away from the Hawaiian
Islands. The instruction repeated, no fewer than 3 times and as a direct instruction from the Commander-inChief, “The US desires that Japan commit the first overt act Period.”
WORLD WAR II
(What this means is that everything you’ve ever learned about a “sneak attack” amounts to nothing more than
and nothing less than Fake News.)

82. At a first order of approximation there seems to be a remarkable similarity between fighting at sea and feeding fish.
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November 28, Friday: US intelligence decrypted the Japanese Navy message of November 19th, that the British had
already decoded on November 25th, to the effect that there was going to be an attack, that the signal for this
was to be issued over Radio Tokyo in the form of a fake weather report, and that in this broadcast a mention
of rain would indicate a state of war and a mention of the east (Higashi) would indicate that the attack was
upon the United States of America.83
WORLD WAR II
The Red Army forced the Germans out of Rostov-on-Don.
New Zealand troops linked up with the Tobruk (Tubruq) garrison at El Duda, thus lifting the siege.
Palestinian leader Haj Amin el-Husseini, Grand Mufti of Jerusalem, met with Führer Adolf Hitler in Berlin.
The two anti-semites pledged mutual support in a common cause.
ANTISEMITISM
Scottish Ballad op.26 for two pianos and orchestra by Benjamin Britten was performed for the initial time,
in the Music Hall of Cincinnati.

83. Admiral Husband E. Kimmel received this information in a November 28th dispatch to him from the US Asiatic Fleet.
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November 29, Saturday: Sitting in Lafayette Park across from the White House with United Press reporter Joe Leib,
Hull displayed a message stating that Pearl Harbor was going to be attacked on December 7th. (Was this the

November 26th message from Winston Churchill that still remains a national secret?
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The New York Times on page 13 of its December 8th Pearl Harbor report, under the headline “Attack Was
Expected,” would allege that the US had known the week before that Pearl Harbor was going to be attacked
— so it seems likely that Leib wasn’t the only reporter whom Hull contacted.)

The FBI embassy tap made an intercept of an uncoded plain-text Japanese telephone conversation in which an
Embassy functionary (Kurusu) inquired “Tell me, what zero hour is. Otherwise, I won’t be able to carry on
diplomacy.” The voice from Tokyo (K. Yamamoto) said softly, “Well then, I will tell you. Zero hour is
December 8 (Tokyo time, i.e., December 7 US time) at Pearl Harbor.”
The Hiyei sent a radio message to the Commander of the 3rd Fleet, which we intercepted.
For a 2d time, General Douglas MacArthur’s command advised our forces in the Hawaiian Islands that the
Japanese attack fleet was in the South China Sea, which is to say, that it was nowhere near Hawaii and was not
a threat. Like the message sent on November 26th, this one was sent out by Duane Whitlock, who remembers
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it.

Germany had pledged to join Japan if it struck against the United States of America.
WORLD WAR II
The Finnish Parliament declared that its war against the USSR was only to regain territory lost in the 19391940 war.
Sarnia: an Island Sequence for piano by John Ireland was performed for the initial time, in Wigmore Hall,
London.
German troops were forced to evacuated Taganrog on the Sea of Azov. Before hundreds of onlookers, 4,500
Jews were murdered in Kerch, Crimea. 2,000 Jews were shot near Kovno (Kaunas).
ANTISEMITISM
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November 30, Sunday (December 1, in Tokyo): The initial 1,000 inmates arrived at the new model German
concentration camp, Theresienstadt, north of Prague. No one would be put to death there although 32,000
would die of hunger and disease.
The prime mover behind the expulsion of Berlin’s Jews was Albert Speer, Hitler’s chief architect. He and his
friend Joseph Goebbels had been planning the clearance of Jewish slum areas in the western part of the city.
In this manner, Speer would be taking control of around 34,000 houses and apartments and begin a
beautification program. The first trainload of these expelled Jews had left Berlin on October 18, 1941, and
altogether were to be 130 such trainloads. (At the “Wolf’s Lair,” Führer Adolf Hitler gave instructions to
Himmler that the Berlin Jews were not to be liquidated — but by the time the order came through they were
all already processed.) On November 7th, train number Do-26, loaded left Berlin for Riga in Latvia with 944
Jews. Arriving at 9:30AM on this day about eight kilometers outside Riga in Skiatawa, in zero temperatures
and three inches of snow on the ground, the Jews were taken from the train to deep trenches previously dug in
a strip of forest and shot. Later that day, on orders of local SS Commander, Friedrich Jeckeln, around 4,000
Jews from Riga itself were transported by truck and shot at these trenches. (This massacre was being witnessed
by Major General Walter Bruns, a 54-year-old German Army bridge-building engineer whose testimony is
now on file at the Public Records Office in London. By the beginning of 1942, Jeckeln would be being credited
with reducing the Jewish population of Riga from 29,500 to 2,600.)
ANTISEMITISM
Japanese Foreign Minister Tojo Hideki rejected US proposals for settling the crisis in the Far East. Imperial
Naval Order JN-25 was radioed to the Japanese fleet: “JAPAN, UNDER THE NECESSITY OF HER
SELF-PRESERVATION AND SELF-DEFENSE, HAS REACHED A POSITION TO DECLARE WAR
ON THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.” That evening, the Chinese Nationalists recovered this message
in plain text from a Japanese Army plane that they shot down near Canton. This message would of course be
provided by the Nationalists to their allies, the USA and Great Britain.
WORLD WAR II

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

WORLD WAR II

WWII

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE
DECEMBER 1941
December: Führer Adolf Hitler commented about his plans for the future of Germany: “The war will come to an end,
and I shall see my last task as clearing up the church problem. Only then will the German nation be completely
safe … in my youth I had the view: dynamite! Today I see that I cannot break it over one knee. It has to be cut
off like a gangrenous limb.”
Since the Schutzstaffel (SS)’s euthanasia campaign had begun in 1939,84 a total of 70,273 mentally retarded
Germans had been offed at various mental health facilities. (“Ja, we know how to keep the most meticulous
records.”) At this point the Nazi euthanasia program was winding down due to the fact that virtually all
German mental defectives, deformed children, and incurable long-term hospital residents were already dead
and their ashes scattered, so the Zyklon-B gassing apparatuses in the nation’s six euthanasia facilities
(Bernburg, Brandenburg, Grafeneck, Hartheim Schloss, Sonnenstein, and the Hadamar Psychiatric Clinic)
were being dismantled for transfer to the concentration camps of Belize, Majdenek, and Treblinka in Poland
in preparation for the “Final Solution” to the Jewish question.
WORLD WAR II
December 1, Monday: The British colonial administration in Malaya declared a state of emergency after reports of
Japanese preparations for attack. The Netherlands East Indies Army Air Force was mobilized.
Patrol Wing 9 was commissioned at Quonset Point, just south of Providence, Rhode Island.
WORLD WAR II
The tanker Shiriya, which we knew from a message that we had intercepted on November 14th had been added
to the Japanese Striking Force, radioed that it was “proceeding to a position 30.00 N, 154.20 E. Expect to arrive
at that point on 3 December” (this is a position near the Hawaiian Islands).85
Foreign Minister Togo Shigenori cabled Ambassador Nomura Kichisaburo in Washington DC to continue
negotiations “to prevent the U.S. from becoming unduly suspicious.”
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt cut short his scheduled 10-day vacation after one day, in order to meet
with Hull and Stark. The impact of this meeting would be reported on December 2nd by the Washington Post:

84. Distinction: The Schutz Staffeinel was Hitler’s personal bodyguard, the Schutzsteffel the entire uniformed corps.
85. If message serial numbers mean anything, they indicate that between November 16th and December 7th the Japanese
Striking Force transmitted at least 663 radio messages, or about a message per hour. Indeed, in their general orders –which are still
in existence (Order 820)– there had been no requirement placed upon them to maintain radio silence.
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“President Roosevelt yesterday assumed direct command of diplomatic and military moves relating to Japan.”

The US intercepted and decoded a message giving detailed instructions for the method of internment of
American and British nationals in Asia “on the outbreak of war with England and the United States.”
Our ONI, the Office of Naval Intelligence, Twelfth Naval District, San Francisco, located the missing Japanese
fleet by correlating reports from the four wireless news services and several shipping companies, that they had
been getting strange signals to the west of Hawaii. The Soviet Union must also have known the exact location
of the Japanese fleet on this day, because it seems they asked the Japanese in advance to let one of their ships
pass.
Elemental mercury had been used for many years in various manufacturing processes. In 1865, for instance,
Lewis Carroll’s tale of Alice included a character known as the “Mad Hatter,” because during the 19th Century
hatters had frequently been driven to strange behavior due to their inhaling of the fumes when crude felt was
being treated in hot mercurial baths. The symptoms of their madness included tremors known as the “hatter’s
shakes.” On this day, the US government halted the use of mercurial compounds in the American hat industry.
Why did this happen? Did this happen because the US government needed to protect the health of workers in
the hat industry, or did this happen because in 1863 Alfred Nobel had invented a mercury percussion detonator
the manufacture of which was going to be vital to our WWII war effort? (How cynical are you?)
At St. Florentine, Marshal Henri-Philippe Petain and Marshal Göring reaffirmed Franco/German
collaboration.
The Germans attempted to break through the Soviet defenses at Moscow but failed.
The Germans finally forced New Zealanders out of Sidi Rezegh.
Martial law was lifted in Bohemia and Moravia.
At some point during this month, the Lwow ghetto was being established.
ANTISEMITISM
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December 1, 3:30PM: President Franklin Delano Roosevelt read Foreign Minister Togo Shigenori’s message to his
ambassador to Germany: “Say very secretly to them that there is extreme danger between Japan & AngloSaxon nations through some clash of arms, add that the time of this war may come quicker than anyone
dreams.” Roosevelt retained a personal copy of this message but the 2d of its three parts is still a national
secret.
WORLD WAR II
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December 2, Tuesday: A German reconnaissance unit came within 10 kilometers of the Kremlin in a blinding
snowstorm, but was driven away.
Many German soldiers refused to continue the attack at Moscow, due to extreme cold and Soviet tenacity.
For a 3d time, General Douglas MacArthur’s command advised our forces in the Hawaiian Islands that the
Japanese attack fleet was in the South China Sea, which is to say, that it was nowhere near Hawaii and was not
a threat. Like the messages sent on November 26th and 29th, this one was sent out by Duane Whitlock, who
remembers it.

Why did they call him “Dugout Doug”?
The Washington Post reported that on the previous day President Franklin Delano Roosevelt had “assumed
direct command of diplomatic and military moves relating to Japan.”

Tokyo sent a ships-in-harbor report, Striking Force telegram No. 994, to its attack fleet at sea, indicating not
only the naval assets present in Pearl Harbor but also the names of these vessels:
Two

battleships

(Oklahoma,

Nevada),

1

aircraft

carrier
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(Enterprise) 2 heavy cruisers, 12 destroyers sailed. The force
that sailed on 22 November returned to port. Ships at anchor
Pearl Harbor p.m. 28 November were 6 battleships (2 Maryland
class, 2 California class, 2 Pennsylvania class), 1 aircraft
carrier (Lexington), 9 heavy cruisers (5 San Francisco class, 3
Chicago class, 1 Salt Lake class), 5 light cruisers (4 Honolulu
class, 1 Omaha class)
Under the new regulations repealing Sections 2, 3, and 6 of the Neutrality Act of 1939 in order to authorize
the arming of our merchant ships and the sending of these ships into war zones, the United States merchant
ship Dunboyne received the first Naval Armed Guard crew.
WORLD WAR II
General Hein Ter Poorten, commander of the Netherlands East Indies Army, provided the Japanese “East
Winds, Rain” message, their message to their ships at sea indicating destruction of sensitive documents in
preparation for a war with the United States of America, to the US War Department.
Commander of the Combined Imperial Fleet Yamamoto radioed the attack fleet in plain (uncoded) Japanese:
Climb Niitakayama 1208
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What might such a message mean? Since Mount Niitaka, at 13,113 feet, is known by all to be the highest
mountain in the Japanese Empire, it is clear that the commander’s message means that on December 8th
Japanese time (which would be Sunday, December 7th on our side of the International Dateline), his attack
fleet was commanded to “climb the highest mountain of all.”
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December 3, Wednesday: Under siege since June 29th, the Soviets evacuated their naval base at Hangö, Finland.
In the South Atlantic, United States merchant vessel Sagadahoc was sunk by torpedo.
The Josif Stalin, a Russian troopship of 7,500 tons, was severely damaged after hitting four mines during the
evacuation of Russian troops from the Hangö garrison in the Gulf of Finland. It is not known the exact number
of soldiers lost, but it is believed that around 4,000 must have been on board. Rescue ships snatched 1,800 from
the waves but left about 2,000 clinging to the wreck.
Another vessel with a similar name, Iosif Stalin, was sunk on this day in crossing the Volga River while
evacuating civilians from the besieged city of Stalingrad. When midstream the ship was shelled by German
guns and sank drowning over 1,000 people.
What goes on was going on and on — a week earlier a smaller steamer, the Borodino, had already met with
this fate, and several hundred wounded soldiers and civilians had been lost.
WORLD WAR II

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

WORLD WAR II

WWII

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE
December 4, early Thursday: Ralph Briggs, at the US Navy’s East Coast Intercept station, intercepted the “East Winds,
Rain” message from Japan indicating destruction of sensitive documents in preparation for a war with the
United States of America and immediately put it on the TWX circuit and notified his commanding officer. This
message, their Dispatch # 7001, has since been deleted. In response, the Office of US Naval Intelligence
instructed all Far Eastern stations, including our embassy in Tokyo, to destroy their codes and classified
documents. The forces responsible for the defense of the Hawaiian Islands were, however, not informed of the
reason for this destruction of codes and classified documents.86
With the Japanese crossing the prearranged line of 100 East and 10 North, the Dutch invoked the “ADB” joint
defense agreement. What this means is that, three days before Japan declared war on us, as of December 4th,
the United States of America already in accordance with its existing treaties was formally in a condition of war
against Japan. General Ter Poorten sent all the details of the Japanese “East Winds, Rain” communication to
Colonel Weijerman, the Dutch military attaché in Washington DC, who personally handed this to General
Marshall, the Chief of Staff of our War Department.87
US General Thorpe, on the island of Java, sent out four messages on this day, warning of an imminent attack
upon Pearl Harbor.
WORLD WAR II

Gen. Thorpe warns:
“It is coming soon.”

86. Washington DC informed the Hawaiian defense forces only that diplomatic codes were being burned world-wide — in order
that, when they noticed that the local consulate was burning its codes, they would not put themselves on military alert.
87. British intelligence passed this message to Lieutenant General Walter C. Short.
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In Washington DC, Secretary of the Navy Frank Knox was telling a group of visiting businessmen that within
a few days the US would be at war with Japan — but not to worry, such a war would be over within six months.
The Jap equipment was shoddy, and the Japs themselves, obedient little yellow guys, were inferior human
beings who could excel only in banzai charges and suicide.88 They could only defeat us if we failed to pay
adequate attention to our Protestant Work Ethic:

At this point in time, President Franklin Delano Roosevelt decided to use the information he had, about an
impending attack by Japan upon the United States of America, to resolve one of his primary problems, which
was, how to get the US into a war not with Japan but with Germany — with the US Congress refusing to
declare war, and with Führer Adolf Hitler studiously avoiding any confrontation. Thomas Fleming, in his 2001
historical study THE NEW DEALERS’ WAR: F.D.R. AND THE WAR WITHIN WORLD WAR II (NY: Basic Books,
page 26), has reasoned that at this point the Commander-in-Chief, “pondering this awesome problem,” in full

88. General Douglas MacArthur, when he studied the damage done by the Japanese Zeros over Pearl Harbor, would immediately
hypothesize that the little yellow Emperor-worshipers must have gotten some German pilots to come over and fly their planes for
them.
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awareness that this would be likely to provoke Hitler into an immediate declaration of war against us,
intentionally and deliberately directed that US war plan “Rainbow Five,” a plan which revealed that we were
simply unprepared for any major action against Germany prior to July 1943, be leaked to the American press
so that the Germans would find out about our weakness. The handoff seems to have been from the Commander
in Chief, to General George C. Marshall, Chief of Staff, to General Henry H. Arnold, chief of the Army Air
Force, by way of an anonymous Army Air Force captain acting as a courier, to Senator Burton K. Wheeler, to
the Washington correspondent for the Chicago Tribune, Chesly Manly. Six months after the event, the President
would brag to Secretary of the Treasury Morgenthau about his personal trickiness: “You know I am a juggler,
and I never let my right hand know what my left hand does ... and furthermore I am perfectly willing to mislead
and tell untruths if it will help win the war.”89

89. The FBI investigation of this, done by Louis B. Nichols, revealed within ten days that the person who had sent the Army Air
Force captain as a courier was “a general of high renown and invaluable importance to the war,” and that he was at that time well
aware that his leaking this plan would reveal to the potential enemy the US’s “deficiencies in regard to air power.” Nichols has
reported about the Federal Bureau of Investigation’s inquiry that “When we got to Arnold, we quit.” Clearly, since no action was
taken against General Henry H. Arnold, he must have had the prior approval at least of General George C. Marshall, and it is hard
to imagine how General Marshall might have done such a thing without direction from the Commander-in-Chief. According to
General Albert C. Wedemeyer, “I can’t conceive of anyone else [anyone other than President Roosevelt], including General Arnold,
having the nerve to release that document.” Admiral Erich Raeder of the German High Command immediately noticed the key fact
in the leaked “Rainbow Five” document: The US could not launch any sustained military offensive against the Reich prior to July
1943 at the earliest, and so he advised Adolf Hitler to escalate his attacks and be sure to knock out Great Britain and the Soviet
Union prior to that date.
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December 5, Friday: After a night of -35° temperatures on the Russian Front panzers would not start and German guns
would not fire. None of the Wehrmacht was equipped for winter fighting. The German advance towards
Moscow was stalled.
Leonard Bernstein sent out cards announcing “the opening of his studio for the teaching of Piano and Musical
Analysis” in his newly acquired apartment on Huntington Avenue in Boston. This would attract one student.
In the morning, President Franklin Delano Roosevelt dictated a letter to Wendell Wilkie to hand to the
Australian Prime Minister, saying “There is always the Japanese to consider. The situation is definitely serious
and there might be an armed clash at any moment.... Perhaps the next four or five days will decide the matters.”

According to John Tolland’s INFAMY (1982, chapter 14, section 5), Secretary of the Navy Knox commented
at a Cabinet meeting, “Well, you know Mr. President, we know where the Japanese fleet is?” “Yes, I know”
said Roosevelt. “I think we ought to tell everybody just how ticklish the situation is. We have information as
Knox just mentioned.... Well, you tell them what it is, Frank.” Knox became very excited and said, “Well, we
have very secret information that the Japanese fleet is out at sea. Our information is...” and then the
Commander in Chief cut him off with a scowl.
Messages sent by the Japanese Striking Force were being picked up by Station Cast in the Philippine Islands.
Japan assures the United States that her troop movements in French Indochina were only precautionary.
On the basis of traffic analysis, our forces in the Hawaiian Islands reported that the carrier force was at sea and
was to the North.
It was noted that all Japanese international shipping had returned to home port.
WORLD WAR II
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All the existing bones of Beijing Man were taken aboard a train by a detail of 9 US Marines who were tasked
to get the bones safely smuggled out of China before the arrival of the 1st Japanese troops (these fossil bones
would make it safely to the Hawaiian Islands, but after the attack at Pearl Harbor would be lost in the
confusion, and to everyone’s regret only plaster casts and sketches now remain; however, fortunately,
additional skeletal remains of Beijing Man have since been discovered).

December 6, Saturday: At 3AM the Red Army launched a major counter-offensive against the Germans encircling
Moscow. The counterattack was along an 800-kilometer front from Kalinin to Yelets west of Moscow. The
Soviets crossed the Volga River near Kalinin and drove the Germans from Yakhroma, thus reconnecting the
rail link from Moscow to the north.
Since Finland, Hungary, and Rumania had ignored the ultimatum to withdraw from the USSR, the United
Kingdom declared war. Hungary reciprocated by declaring war on the United Kingdom.
A secret new government committee met in Washington to determine whether an atomic bomb might be
produced in the United States, and if so, at what cost.
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt sent off a message to the Japanese Emperor, on the Pacific conversations.
All our long-range PBY-plane patrols from the Aleutians were ordered stopped, apparently to prevent any
premature discovery of the Japanese attack fleet.
At 9:30PM President Roosevelt read the first 13 parts of the decoded Japanese diplomatic declaration of war
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and commented “This means war.”

When he returned to his 34 dinner guests he informed them, “The war starts tomorrow.”

Marshall would perjure himself, by testifying later that he had never received these first 13 parts of the decoded
Japanese diplomatic declaration of war, because we know that he had already read those first parts by 10PM
on this night.
According to John Tolland’s INFAMY (Chapter 16, Section 2), the war cabinet made up of Commander-inChief Roosevelt, top advisor Hopkins, Stimson, Marshall, Secretary of the Navy Knox, and aides John McCrea
and Frank Beatty “sat through the night of 6 December 1941 waiting for the Japs to strike.”
A Japanese message intercepted on December 2nd was decrypted by the US Army. In the message, Tokyo was
prompting informants in the Hawaiian Islands for information about the absence of barrage balloons, antitorpedo nets and air reconnaissance.
A Japanese message intercepted on November 18th was decrypted by the US Army, but would not be passed
on to Hawaii:
1. The warships at anchor in the Harbor on the 15th were as I
told you in my No.219 on that day.
Area A — A battleship of the Oklahoma class entered and one
tanker left port.
Area C — 3 warships of the heavy cruiser class were at anchor.
2. On the 17th the Saratoga was not in harbor. The carrier
Enterprise, or some other vessel was in Area C. Two heavy
cruisers of the Chicago class, one of the Pensacola class were
tied up at docks “KS”. 4 merchant vessels were at anchor in area
D.
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3. At 10:00 A.M. on the morning of the 17th, 8 destroyers were
observed entering the Harbor....
WORLD WAR II
December 7 (7:40AM Honolulu time; December 8th in Tokyo), Sunday, “a day that shall live in infamy”: Admiral
Husband Kimmel was giving his sailors one last weekend of liberty so they would have a chance to say
farewell to their loved ones, and his fleet was all prepared to steam out of Pearl Harbor on Monday, December
8th, to seek a showdown Trafalgar-like battle with the Japanese fleet, destroying its offensive capabilities. The
admiral’s battle plan was 113 pages in length and had already been approved by Harold Stark, Chief of Naval
Operations.
But that’s not what happened, is it? Instead what we get is Fake News about how those sneaky little yellow
Japs did a sneak attack on our peaceable Christian nation — simply because they attacked a day prior to the
day on which we had been planning to sneak out to attack them. (I’m reminded of the time one of our draught
horses was sick. Grandpa had a piece of water hose from an old washing machine, hanging out in the barn for
just such purposes, and so, to get his horse to take its medicine, he shoved the hose down the horse’s throat and
poured the medicine down the hose. However, he hadn’t gotten that hose far enough down the horse’s throat
–so the medicine wouldn’t go down –so he put his lips to the end of the hose, and went to blow the medicine
down the hose. Well, I’ll never forget this until the day I die — that horse blew first.)
Japan attacked the United States at Pearl Harbor, Oahu, and attacked Great Britain, invading Siam and Malaya
and occupying the International Settlement at Shanghai. A sneak attack! (Well, but although the Japanese
naval forces did not go ashore and take possession of the Kota Baharu airport until later in the day, they actually
began to shell the Malayan coast at Kota Baharu and at Singora and Pattani, Thailand an hour and a half prior
to the first activity at Pearl Harbor — which is strange behavior indeed for someone who is attempting to sneak
up on your in your slumbers!) Soon a Japanese reply rejecting the United States note of November 26th would
be delivered at Washington DC, and Japan would declare a state of war with the United States and Great
Britain. Later in the day, the Netherlands East Indies, Costa Rica, Guatemala, and Canada would declare war
against Japan.
I was on my way to one of the Young Friends’ meetings Sunday
evening at about seven o’clock when the news of Pearl Harbor
came over my car radio. Only a few others arriving there had
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heard it.
JOHN R. KELLAM

Japanese carrier-based horizontal bombers, dive bombers, torpedo bombers, and fighters totaling 360 aircraft
from naval Striking Force under Vice Admiral C. Nagumo heavily attacked ships of the United States Pacific
Fleet and military installations at Pearl Harbor and other places on Oahu. Four battleships, 1 minelayer, and 1
target ship were sunk; 4 battleships, 3 cruisers, 3 destroyers, 1 seaplane tender, and 1 repair ship were damaged.
Navy Yard and Naval Base, Pearl Harbor; Naval Air Station, Ford Island; Naval Patrol Plane Station, Kaneohe;
Marine Corps airfield, Ewa; Army airfields Hickam, Wheeler, and Bellows were damaged; 188 Naval and
Army aircraft were destroyed.
Killed or missing:
•
•
•

Navy.............. 2,004
Marine Corps... 108
Army................ 222

Wounded:
•
•
•

Navy................ 912
Marine Corps.... 75
Army............... 360

[Personnel casualty statistics for the Pearl Harbor attack have been revised several times after evaluation of
new data. The figures presented here were compiled in 1955 from official sources.]
Japanese losses:
•
•
•

5 kaiten suicide submarines
28 aircraft
fewer than 100 men
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Two Japanese destroyers shelled Midway Island. Japanese airplanes bombed Singapore, killing 63. Then
bombs began to fall in Manila and other targets on Luzon and Davao in the Philippines as well as Guam, Wake
Island, Midway, and Hong Kong. Japanese troops took possession of Shanghai, including the buildings of the
United States garrison.
United States naval vessels sunk by air attack, Pearl Harbor: [All ships sunk, except Arizona, Oklahoma, and
Utah, would subsequently be raised, repaired, and returned to service.]
•
•
•
•
•
•

Battleship Oklahoma (BB-37).
Battleship Arizona (BB-39).
Battleship California (BB-44).
Battleship West Virginia (BB-48).
Minelayer Ogala (CM-4).
Target ship Utah (AG-16).

United States naval vessels damaged, Pearl Harbor:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Battleship Nevada (BB-36).
Battleship Pennsylvania (BB-38).
Battleship Tennessee (BB-43).
Battleship Maryland (BB-46).
Light cruiser Raleigh (CL-7).
Light cruiser Honolulu (CL-48).
Light cruiser Helena (CL-50).
Destroyer Cassin (DD-372).
Destroyer Shaw (DD-373).
Destroyer Downes (DD-375).
Seaplane tender Curtiss (AV-4).
Repair ship Vestal (AR-4).

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

WORLD WAR II

WWII

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE
Director J. Edgar Hoover ordered existing FBI war plans put into effect and Attorney General Francis Biddle
authorized the Bureau to act against dangerous enemy aliens. Local police, in cooperation with the Federal
Bureau of Investigation agents, began to round up the Issei leadership of Japanese-American communities
both in the Hawaiian Islands and on the mainland (in today’s publicity documents, the Federal Bureau of
Investigation unapologetically refers to these community leaders as having amounted to “previously identified
aliens who threatened national security,” quote unquote).

By 6:30AM the following morning, 736 Issei would be in custody; and within 48 hours, the number would
have risen to 1,291. Caught by surprise for the most part, these men would be held with no formal charges and
family members would be unable to visit them. Most would spend the war years in enemy-alien internment
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camps run by the Justice Department.

Within 72 hours the Agents would be working a 24-hour day, at the job of rounding up Americans to take them
to detention camps. They would take a total of 3,846 citizens into custody as enemy aliens. Any radio capable
of short-wave reception would be seized as an obvious weapon of war, as well as any weapons of any kind,
their ammo — and, the records assert, dynamite. (Was some farmer blasting out the stumps in his pasture?)
A message was sent from the Japanese Consul in Budapest to Tokyo: “On the 6th, the American Minister
presented to the Government of this country a British Government communique to the effect that a state of war
would break out on the 7th.” The communique was the December 5th War Alert from the British Admiralty,
which has since disappeared. This triple-priority alert was delivered to President Franklin Delano Roosevelt
personally. The Mid-East British Air Marshall informed Colonel Bonner Fellers on Saturday that he had
received a secret signal that in 24 hours America was coming into the war. Winston Churchill would
summarize the message in GRAND ALLIANCE (page 601) as listing the two fleets attacking British targets and
“Other Japanese fleets ... also at sea on other tasks” (there were three other Japanese fleets also at sea on these
other tasks — those sailing toward Guam, toward the Philippines, and toward Hawaii).
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Führer Adolf Hitler issued his Night and Fog decree.

Very early on this morning, 2 Marines, an emergency special detail, were stationed outside the door of the
Japanese Naval Attache. Why, was there something special going on?

At 9:30AM Washington time, Stark’s aides were begging him to send a warning to Hawaii — but he wouldn’t.
At 10AM Washington time, Commander-in-Chief Franklin Delano Roosevelt read the 14th part of the decoded
Japanese diplomatic declaration of war.

At 10:30AM Washington time, Bratton informed Marshall that he had a most important message (the 15th part
of the decoded Japanese diplomatic declaration of war) and would bring it to Marshall’s quarters, but Marshall
responded that he would take it at his office.
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At 11AM Washington time, Commander-in-Chief Roosevelt read the 15th part of the decoded Japanese
diplomatic declaration of war, the part setting the time for the declaration of war to be delivered to the State
Department as 1PM — which was about dawn Pearl Harbor time.
At 11:15AM Washington time, Navy Secretary Knox was given the 15th part of the decoded Japanese
diplomatic declaration of war –the part setting the time for the declaration of war to be delivered to the State
Department as 1PM, which was about dawn Pearl Harbor time– with this note from the Office of Naval
Intelligence: “This means a sunrise attack on Pearl Harbor today.” Naval Intelligence also transmitted this
prediction to Hull and about eight others, including the White House.

Who would have thought
they’d sneak up on us?
At 11:25AM Washington time, according to Bratton, Marshall reached his office. Marshall’s story, later, would
be that he had been out riding horses that morning — but this cover story would be directly contradicted by
the testimony of Harrison, McCollum, and Deane. We know that Marshall perjured himself, because he also
testified that he had never received the prior 13 parts of the decoded Japanese diplomatic declaration of war,
and yet we know by his own account that he had read those first 13 parts by 10PM the previous night. Marshall
was in no hurry. He read and he re-read all of the 10-minute-long 14-part message (some parts he went over
several times), taking more than an hour. Then he refused to use the scrambler phone on his desk, and also
refused to send out a warning to Hawaii by the fast, more secure Navy system. Instead, three times he sent
Bratton to inquire how long it would take to send out his watered-down warning. When informed that this
would require 30 or 40 minutes by Army radio (meaning that his warning couldn’t reach Pearl Harbor before
the 1PM Washington-time deadline), he seemed satisfied. The warning would be sent out through commercial
channels, without any priority identification, and although this message would reach all its other addressees,
such as the Philippines and Canal Zone, in a timely manner, at Hawaii it would arrive six hours too late —
which, of course, was what was intended.
At 6:30AM an American destroyer collided with a Japanese minisubmarine within the harbor area.
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At 7:55AM, Hawaii time: “AIR RAID PEARL HARBOR. THIS IS NOT DRILL.”

The battleships USS Arizona and USS Oklahoma were sunk at anchor, killing 1,177 on the one and 415 on the
other. Two other battleships, the USS West Virginia (105 killed) and the USS Tennessee, were damaged and
196 Navy and 65 Army Air Force planes destroyed. A total of 2,341 servicemen and 68 civilians died that day
and there were 1,178 wounded. 15 Navy men would receive the Congressional Medal of Honor,
10 posthumously.

We were able to shoot down only 29 of the Japanese aircraft.
At 1:50PM Washington time, Harry Hopkins, the only person with Commander-in-Chief Roosevelt when he
received the phonecall from Knox that gave him the news of the attack, would write in his memoirs that the
Commander-in-Chief had been unsurprised, and that he had expressed “great relief,” quote unquote.
When Eleanor Roosevelt would write about the day that shall go down in infamy, on page 233 of her
THIS I REMEMBER, what she would recollect was that upon Japan’s attack her husband became “in a way more
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serene.”

At 3:00PM Washington time, as Harry Hopkins would later recall, “The (war cabinet) conference met in not
too tense an atmosphere because I think that all of us believed that in the last analysis the enemy was Hitler ...
and that Japan had given us an opportunity.”
That afternoon the Chief of Naval Operations communicated:
EXECUTE UNRESTRICTED AIR AND SUBMARINE WARFARE AGAINST JAPAN

A full nine hours after the “surprise attack” at Pearl Harbor, General Douglas MacArthur’s entire air force
would get caught by surprise, and wiped out, in the Philippines. The general’s reaction to the news of Pearl
Harbor was strange, for a commander who under normal circumstances prided himself upon being supremely
effective. Instead of being on the scene and making necessary preparations, he locked himself in his room all
morning, refusing to meet with General Brereton, his air commander, and refusing to engage the Japanese

forces on Taiwan. Instead the military record of commands issued reveals that MacArthur issued a series of
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three conflicting orders, that ensured that his planes were on the ground most of the morning. He kept himself
informed of the radar tracking of the Japanese planes as they approached, at 140 miles distance, at 100, at 80,
at 60, and even at 20 miles distance, and then issued the last order of this series — obviously in order to ensure
that his planes were on the ground where they could be destroyed. We would lose half of all the heavy bombers
we had in the world. He could only have been acting under orders, since after doing this he retained his
command, escaped any reprimand, and got his fourth star, along with, shortly after, the Congressional Medal
of Honor. Obviously, it was important that on this day the Japanese succeed in destroying all the capability of
our Pacific forces to respond immediately to the attack, putting them in the position of waiting for resupply of
war materiel.
At 8:30PM Washington time, the President was commenting to his cabinet, “We have reason to believe that
the Germans have told the Japanese that if Japan declares war, they will too. In other words, a declaration of
war by Japan automatically brings....” (At this point he was interrupted, and we can only wonder what he had
had on his mind to say. ;-)
By 9:30PM Washington time, the FBI was in war mode, on a 24-hour schedule. (It would need to augment its
Agent force with National Academy graduates who took only an abbreviated training course. As a result, the
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total number of agency employees would rise from 7,400 to over 13,000, of whom approximately 4,000 would
be Agents, by the end of 1943.)
At midnight, Washington time, Commander-in-Chief Roosevelt met with CBS newsman Edward R. Murrow,
who found him calm. After going over the latest from Pearl Harbor, the President inquired: “Did this surprise
you?” Murrow said it had. Roosevelt then, cryptically, went “Maybe you think it didn’t surprise us?”

The Washington conspirators had produced war, exactly as they desired.
WORLD WAR II
Why would we have been surprised? Our military men do study the history of warfare, and they knew perfectly
well that the Japanese had, once before, initiated a war with this precisely sort of successful surprise assault
upon a fleet:
When entomologist G.W. Kirkaldy provided species descriptions for a series of insects
whose names all ended in “-chisme” (pronounced “kiss me”), the guy must have been
terminally horny, for among his species names are such as Polychisme, Marichisme
and Dollischisme.
By means of a surprise attack of undeclared war, the Japanese destroyed a Russian
Due to the circumstances of betrayal by their Commander in Chief, the US Marine detachments stationed at
Tientsin and Beijing were of course obliged to surrender to the Japanese.

Shine, Empire
Powerful and armed, neutral in the midst of madness, we might have held
the whole world’s balance and stood
Like a mountain in a wind. We were misled and took sides. We have
chosen to share the crime and the punishment.
Perhaps justly, being part of Europe. Three thousand miles of ocean would
hardly wash out the stains
Of all that mish-mash, blood, language, religion, snobbery. Three thousand
miles in a ship would not make Americans.
I have often in weak moments thought of this people as something higher
than the natural run of the earth.
I was quite wrong; we are lower. We are the people who hope to win wars
with money as we win elections.
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Hate no one. Roosevelt’s intentions were good, and Hitler is a patriot. They
have split the planet into two mill-stones
That will grind small and bloody; but still let us keep some dignity, these
days are tragic, and fight without hating.
It is war, and no man can see an end of it. We must put freedom away and
stiffen into bitter empire.
All Europe was hardly worth the precarious freedom of one of our states:
what will her ashes fetch?
If I were hunting in the Ventana canyons again with my strong sons, and to
sleep under stars,
I should be happy again. It is not time for happiness. Happy the blind, the
witless, the dead.
Now, thoroughly compromised, we aim at world rule, like Assyria, Rome,
Britain, Germany, to inherit those hoards
Of guilt and doom. I am American, what can I say but again, “Shine,
perishing republic?” ... Shine, empire.
— Robinson Jeffers
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As the Red Army attacked Tikhvin, near Leningrad, the Germans retired to defensive positions before Moscow
on a line Kursk-Orel-Medyn-Rzhev.
Areas ceded by Finland to the USSR on March 12, 1940 were reintegrated into Finland.
Thomas Merton, who had “lost interest in the Quakers,” would attempt to enlist in the military after the attack
at Pearl Harbor only to find himself rejected on account of bad teeth. (A few days after this rejection, he would
wind up at the gate of the Cisterian Order of the Strict Observance at Gethsemani, Kentucky. He had been glad
to become an American because this was the land of Henry David Thoreau and Emily Dickinson, and would
claim that he was going into the silent service there in Kentucky in 1941 for the same reason that Thoreau had
gone in 1845 to the shore of Walden Pond: “to front only the essential facts of life.”)90

More than 34,000,000 male United States citizens would be registered for the military draft.
Of those 34 million, an estimated 72,000 would apply for conscientious objector status. Approximately
6,000 of those 72,000 applicants for “CO” status would, like Friend John R. Kellam, be imprisoned.
Considering that warfare was not a proper path toward peace was going to constitute a sacrifice — your local
draft board made up of your fellow citizens was going to ensure that there would be severe consequences,
that this was an attitude that was going to generate not only persistent accusations of cowardice but also as
great as possible a level of personal unsafety.

YOUR GARDEN-VARIETY ACADEMIC HISTORIAN INVITES YOU TO CLIMB
ABOARD A HOVERING TIME MACHINE TO SKIM IN METATIME BACK
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ACROSS THE GEOLOGY OF OUR PAST TIMESLICES, WHILE OFFERING UP
A GARDEN VARIETY OF COGENT ASSESSMENTS OF OUR PROGRESSION.
WHAT A LOAD OF CRAP! YOU SHOULD REFUSE THIS HELICOPTERISH
OVERVIEW OF THE HISTORICAL PAST, FOR IN THE REAL WORLD THINGS
HAPPEN ONLY AS THEY HAPPEN. WHAT THIS SORT WRITES AMOUNTS,
LIKE MERE “SCIENCE FICTION,” MERELY TO “HISTORY FICTION”:
IT’S NOT WORTH YOUR ATTENTION.

90. As a result of Roosevelt’s trick to get us into war, 2,403 American lives were lost at Pearl Harbor, and 1,178 Americans received
nonfatal wounds, inclusive of our civilian casualties.

Eighteen of our ships were sunk or seriously damaged, including 5 battleships — we visit the USS Arizona today, with waving flags,
to restore our patriotism. Of our aircraft, 188 were destroyed and 162 damaged. Out of their raiding force of 31 ships and 353 raiding
planes, which in this way “achieved complete surprise,” the Japanese lost only 64 men, 29 planes, and 5 kaiten suicide submarines.
The Commander-in-Chief’s trick to get us into war has recently been justified by certain historians, on the grounds of necessity:
their argument is that we needed to get involved in this war but the American public was, unfortunately, reluctant, and thus we
needed to be persuaded by being tricked in some manner. What these historians have missed is that the President had succeeded in
two linked objectives rather than one objective on this day: not only had he obtained a morally righteous position by way of a “sneak
attack” posturing, but also he had obtained, through the cooperation of General Douglas MacArthur, adequate destruction of our
ability to respond in the Pacific to ensure that, as he desired, Japan would be forced to take a back seat and wait to be destroyed until
after our VE-day victory over Germany (“...in the last analysis the enemy was Hitler...”).
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December 7, Sunday afternoon, 1941: At the home of Helen May Clarke Grimes, in Spragueville near Smithfield
northwest of Providence, Rhode Island, the radio was switched on. As they listened, news flashes began to
come in about a Japanese attack that had begun at dawn, which had been about 1:20PM Eastern Standard Time.

Helen May Clarke Grimes of Rhode Island had no warning.
Helen had been keeping a diary since she was ten years of age,91 and made notes which indicate the
fragmentary nature of the information available to the American people, who were given no real grasp that the
toll of this “day that will live in infamy” actually was a dozen ships sunk or beached (three of them, the
Arizona, the Utah, and the Oklahoma, damaged beyond repair), 164 aircraft destroyed and 159 damaged, and
3,566 American casualties, including 2,388 killed. Listeners like Helen were told only that the U.S.S. Arizona
was sunk and the Oklahoma capsized, and casualty reports were never within an order of magnitude of being
adequate:
Dec. 7 — This is a sleepy Sunday afternoon at home. We are in
the little upstairs sitting room, Mother sewing, I writing, and
Dorrance [her husband] listening to the portable radio.
I haven’t anything to write about, really, and the Philharmonic
is fast putting me to sleep although the broadcast is
interrupted now and then with news bulletins on the tense “Far
Eastern Situation.” After all we have been more or less tense
for months.
......
Later — I guess this is it! Japanese dive bombers have attacked
Honolulu!
......
4:30 — News bulletin. Taken down as given. Parachute troups
[sic] sighted — Pearl Harbor attacked by dive bombers — Manila
bombed — smoke of anti-aircraft guns over Pearl Harbor — from
50 to 100 planes from Japanese aircraft carrier — attachés of
Japanese government at Washington burning secret papers.
We are shocked silent. Dorrance who is coming down with a cold
is too carried away by the intermittent bulletins to realize how
rotten he feels.
The Albert Spalding program, Victor Herbert selections,
Carmichael’s Stardust, Kostelanetz orchestra.
.......
91. Mystic River Historical Society: AN ACCOUNT OF MY LIFE 1915-1926: THE CHILDHOOD JOURNALS OF HELEN MAY CLARKE
OF MYSTIC, CONNECTICUT.
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5 P.M. — At last more news — fragmentary, probably inaccurate.
Washington: President Roosevelt is dictating message to
Congress. Probably declaration of war tomorrow.92 Heavy damage
and loss of life in Hawaii. It was a dawn attack. All aerial
observation posts in Los Angeles ordered manned. Naval
engagement reported. Pearl Harbor under bombardment.
Well, here it is: we’re at war.
We hang close to the radio listening to program after program
afraid we may miss a news bulletin no matter how vague or
unconfirmed the reports may be. The Prudential (Insurance) Hour
with Deems Taylor and Gladys Swarthout singing Paradise in Waltz
Time from the motion picture Champagne Waltz.
At last, another bulletin. Japan announces she has entered a
state of war with Britain and the United States from dawn today Dec. 7th, 1941. Government order just issued comes over
WPRO: The Secretary of War orders that all plants working on
defense orders institute a guard against sabotage.
Jimmie Cat jumps in my lap. The news has come to an end, the
program returns to Gladys Swarthout.
5:45 — William L. Shirer, news commentator. Speaks of “flagrant
aggression ... a war after 23 years and one month of uneasy
peace” ... the battleship Oklahoma set on fire by Japanese
bombs.
I should be reacting to this in some way, but I remain
incredulous and interested, nothing more as yet.
An attempt has been made to contact overseas — no result.
Honolulu — CBS calling Honolulu — no answer. Calling Manila —
CBS calling Manila, go ahead Manila — no answer.
We take time out for supper, our ears on the radio.
6:30 — All marines notified to return to their stations ... order
from Quonset.
Guam has been attacked by a squadron of planes ... Elmer Davis,
commentator. He must have seen this happening months ago.
Senator Wheeler, isolationist, says sensibly enough that “there
is nothing to do now but lick the hell out of them.”93 The
Japanese have struck at Singapore, sinking two British ships.
We now hear Albert Warner, Washington news commentator — and
next, Maj. Elliot who says the Japanese plan plainly underway
for two weeks during treacherous negotiations at Washington. I
have a conviction we have been sold down the river again. A year
ago Oliver said every navy man on Jamestown said we’d be at war
with Japan shortly. I suppose Major Elliot didn’t know, or our
beloved [sarcasm, as the author of this was decidedly not a
supporter] President! Well, this is no time to think of that.
We are at war.
Notice: all recruiting offices open to-morrow.
7:00 — Censorship on all out going cablegrams and radio
messages. The Jack Benny Program ... Don Wilson, the announcer
92. The sole dissenter would be Representative Jeanette Rankin, who had also voted against declaring war in 1817.
93. Burton K. Wheeler (1882-1975), senator from Montana (1923-1947), progressive Democrat, had helped create the isolationist
“America First” committee of Charles A. Lindbergh and Norman Thomas. The committee would be dissolved four days after Pearl
Harbor.
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... “J-E-L-L-O with that locked in flavor.” An interruption;
news from the office of the Providence Journal — Providence
police are requested to round up all enlisted men. War Extra
editions are on the streets.
I am surprised at Mother. I expected her to be shocked,
horrified, but she seems excited, stepped up, her asthma
forgotten.
The program continues ... a Dennis Day song. How are the
performers reacting? — they must be getting this awful news.
More bulletins; Shanghai: the Japanese have taken over the
American Light Company.
7:30 — Providence Cake commercial ... the Fitch [Shampoo] Band
Wagon program with — Oh, another news bulletin, from the Prov.
Journal: Gov. McGrath has called a meeting ... Newport takes
immediate precautions ... six Japanese planes said to have been
shot down. Unconfirmed report that Wake Island is occupied by
Japanese. A black-out of Panama Canal ordered for to-night.
Back to the scheduled program again: Horace Heidt and the
“Shepherd’s Serenade,” with Frankie Carle at the piano ... “I’ll
Never Forget,” this weeks Band Wagons top tune.
Just happened to remember that Elizabeth Colby and her husband
are stationed at Honolulu.
News bulletin: 104 dead and 300 wounded, not including civilian
population as a result of Japanese raid on Hawaii.
8:00 — A Pinkerton Fur commercial ... the Chase and Sanborn
Coffee Hour with Charlie McCarthy and Mortimer Snerd on Edgar
Bergen’s knee. Just ordinary Sunday night listening mixed in
with a world shaking event.
Ray Noble’s Orchestra ... Abbot and Costello ... Judy Garland,
the guest star.
News: The Governor of the Dutch East Indies has declared war on
Japan ... likewise Costa Rica. Well, that will be a help!
In Shanghai bombs fall on the International Settlement ... and
Judy Garland sings. Zing Went the Strings of My Heart.
Commercial: Shop at Newberry’s first. News flash: All women and
children in Manila ordered evacuated. Mayor La Guardia has
issued an order that all Japanese nationals remain in their
homes until their status is settled.
Back to the regular programs — this one Carter’s Little Liver
Pills and it is terrible. A long wait this time lasting through
an Inner Sanctum mystery story and into the Ford Musical Hour
which comes on at 9 o’clock. Jimmie Cat is in my lap again,
mother is embroidering a bureau scarf for Constance. Somehow
small things seem important — things I can understand like the
radiator clanking as the steam comes up, or the small spot of
nail varnish flaking from my thumb nail.
9:30 — At last more news. Washington officially announces 100
dead and 300 wounded. Wake Island is said to have surrendered
to a superior Japanese force. There has been one — perhaps two
— ship casualties. Japanese of San Francisco under careful
watch.
Back to the Ford Hour, the second half of the program taking
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place at the U.S. Naval Training Station at Great Lakes,
Illinois. There is a band, and a commanding officer, Rear
Admiral John Downes thanks Edsel Ford for the new auditorium and
recreational building presented by him to the Naval Training
Station. We listen to the Training Station Chorus, the Training
Station Band, and a Lieut. Edward Peabody who plays a medley of
Southern airs on his banjo.
10:00 — Commercial: This Christmas shoppers are using Gerber’s
lay away plan. News Flash: Canada has declared war upon Japan.
Grand Central Station is jammed with men in uniform rounded up
by Shore Patrol and Military Police from theaters, restaurants
and bars. All officers on leave called back to their posts. State
of emergency declared in San Francisco. Mother says thank God
constance isn’t there.
At last they have established direct radio contact with the
Philippines. The commentator tells of one news reporter who
broadcast over wrong channel in his haste.
The Telephone Company makes an announcement. Long distance is
so over taxed it is asked that no calls be made unless strictly
necessary.
Clare Booth and Vincent Shean speak. Shean describes Wake Island
and the base made there, and the 1100 American soldiers now
probably the prisoners of the Japanese.
The Army and Navy Departments are flooded with pleas from
families for knowledge of men in Hawaii and the Philippines.
10:30 — Following a Nylon hosiery commercial94 comes a CBS
special broadcast. There is an unconfirmed report of a big naval
engagement at sea. Eric Severied reports from Washington: the
city is swarming with reporters, the portico is lighted; there
are lines of shiny cars and a mass of faces standing in the cold
waiting news.
There has been heavy destruction at Hawaii. Unconfirmed reports
state that we have lost two capital ships and the airfield has
been leveled. President Roosevelt will address joint session of
Congress at 12:30 to-morrow.
It is 4:30 in London. Parliament meets today to declare war on
Japan directly after America.
A Columbia broadcast: Guam is in trouble ... Shanghai bombed. I
have smoked until my mouth is dry: I am too tired to write more.
It is now eleven o’clock, we have been glued to the radio for
hours.95

94. Nylons had been on the market since May 15, 1940.
95. This volume of the diary is at the Rhode Island Historical Society in Providence, Rhode Island.
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Remember, at an early point in the autumn, Kilsoo Haan, an agent for the Sino-Korean People’s League, had
indicated to Eric Severeid of CBS that the Korean underground in Korea and Japan had obtained proof not
only that the Japanese military was planning an attack on the US naval facilities at Pearl Harbor on the island
of Oahu, but also that this attack was scheduled to take place before Christmas. Eric Severeid had been
informed that one Korean had sighted the actual plans. What would Eric Severeid have been thinking on this
day as he listened to these radio reports? –Has anyone ever dared ask him?
WORLD WAR II
Remember, late in October, US Senator Guy Gillette had been informed by Kilsoo Haan that the Japanese were
planning to attack the US fleet in December or January, whereupon Senator Gillette had personally alerted the
State Department, Army and Navy Intelligence, and President Franklin Delano Roosevelt. What would
Senator Gillette have been thinking on this day as he listened to these radio reports? –Did anyone ever dare
ask him?

The people in the US federal government who had been briefed by Eric Severeid of CBS or by US Senator
Guy Gillette as to what this Korean agent was passing along to us — what might they have been thinking on
this day as they listened to these radio reports? Will we ever know?

Koreans knew.
Eric Severeid of CBS knew.
Senator Guy Gillette knew.
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt knew.
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December 8, Monday: Croatia declared war on the United States and the United Kingdom. Soviet forces retook
Tikhvin, southeast of Leningrad. Führer Adolf Hitler announced the suspension of military operations against
the Soviet Union due to severe weather conditions.
A German policy of killing Jews by gas was put into effect. 700 Jews from Kulmhof (Chelmo), northeast of
Lodz, were taken by van (with the exhaust system hooked into the van) to a nearby wood. By the time they
arrived, they were dead. From this day on, Jews from the surrounding district were daily transported to
Kulmhof for the same purpose. This was the first death camp to begin operations. The region would be emptied
of its 360,000 Jews.
ANTISEMITISM
This was the day on which the US Pacific fleet had been ordered to steam out of Pearl Harbor to seek battle
engagement with the Japanese fleet, but the hulls of many capital vessels of this US fleet were resting on a bed
of mud in the warm shallow waters of Pearl Harbor, awaiting recovery and salvage efforts, and oil slicks were
glistening upon the surfaces of these waters. On the California seacoast, the 4th Interceptor Command spotted
two formations of enemy planes near San Francisco, heading toward Los Angeles.
After Japanese soldiers made a quick lunch of the defenses of the British crown colony of Hong Kong,
Governor Mark Young was restricted to his quarters in the Peninsula Hotel. British civilians were rounded up
and some 20,000 Chinese per month would be deported to the mainland.
US Marines and other Allied nationals were interned at Shanghai, Beijing, and Tientsin.
Striking Force, Asiatic Fleet (Rear Admiral W.A. Glassford) departed Iloilo, Philippine Islands for Makassar
Strait, Netherlands East Indies.
The river gunboat Wake (PR-3) was surrendered to Japanese at Shanghai after an attempt to scuttle it failed
(The Wake would be the sole United States ship to surrender during this war).
The Potomac River Naval Command, with its headquarters at Washington DC, and the Severn River Naval
Command, with its headquarters at Annapolis, Maryland, were established.
The SS President Harrison, en route to evacuate US Marines from Chingwangtao, China, ran aground at Sha
Wai Shan, China, and was captured by the Japanese.
Japanese aircraft bombed Guam, Wake, Hong Kong, Singapore, and the Philippine Islands. Extensive damage
was inflicted on United States Army aircraft at Clark Field, Luzon, Philippine Islands.
Japan interned US Marines and nationals at Shanghai and Tientsin, China.
A United States naval vessel was sunk by a horizontal bomber: the minesweeper Penguin (AM-33), near Guam
in the Marianas Islands.
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Japan invaded Thailand, which capitulated.
Japanese troops landed unopposed at Victoria Point, the southern tip of Burma.
Japanese landed on Bataan Island north of Luzon, Philippine Islands, and on the east coast of the Malay
Peninsula. (At some point during their occupation of the Philippines, on Luzon, 14 Filipino resistance fighters
would be forced to surrender because they ran out of ammunition. Other POWs were required to dig 14
foxholes for them and were then executed. These resistance fighters were forced into the foxholes and earth
shovelled around them and stamped down, until only their heads and necks were above ground, so that the
Japanese officer could use them for his sword practice. Some of the soldiers having defecated onto banana
leaves, shit was stuffed into their mouths with considerable hilarity before the officer drew his sword.
HEADCHOPPING

The Chelmno death camp near Lodz, Poland opened for business.
ANTISEMITISM
In a conversation with Rosenman, one of his speechwriters, President Franklin Delano Roosevelt spoke of
Führer Adolf Hitler as his first target, and “feared that a great many Americans would insist that we make the
war in the Pacific at least equally important with the war against Hitler.” He was, however, saying nothing of
the sort to the American people.

Instead we were receiving, on this day that will live in infamy, a lie that would send more than 16 million US
citizens to war:
TO THE CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES:
Yesterday, December 7, 1941 -a date which will live in infamythe United States of America was suddenly and deliberately
attacked by naval and air forces of the Empire of Japan.
The United States was at peace with that Nation and, at the
solicitation of Japan, was still in conversation with its
Government and its Emperor looking toward the maintenance of
peace in the Pacific. Indeed, one hour after Japanese air
squadrons had commenced bombing in Oahu, the Japanese Ambassador
to the United States and his colleague delivered to the
Secretary of State a form reply to a recent American message.
While this reply stated that it seemed useless to continue the
existing diplomatic negotiations, it contained no threat or hit
of war or armed attack.
It will be recorded that the distance of Hawaii from Japan makes
it obvious that the attack was deliberately planned many days
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or even weeks ago. During the intervening time the Japanese
Government had deliberately sought to deceive the United States
by false statements and expressions of hope for continued peace.
The attack yesterday on the Hawaiian Islands has caused severe
damage to American naval and military forces. Very many American
lives have been lost. In addition American ships have been
reported torpedoed on the high seas between San Francisco and
Honolulu.
Yesterday the Japanese Government also launched an attack
against Malaya. Last night Japanese forces attacked Hong Kong.
Last night Japanese forces attacked Guam. Last night Japanese
forces attacked the Philippine Islands. Last night the Japanese
attacked Midway Island. Japan has, therefore, undertaken a
surprise offensive extending through out the Pacific area. The
facts of yesterday speak for themselves. The people of the
United States have already formed their opinions and well
understand the implications to the very life and safety of our
Nation.
As Commander-in-Chief of the Army and Navy I have directed that
all measures be taken for our defense.
Always will we remember the character of the onslaught against
us. No matter how long it may take us to overcome this
premeditated invasion, the American people in their righteous
might will win through to absolute victory.
I believe I interpret the will of the Congress and of the people
when I assert that we will not only defend ourselves to the
uttermost but will make very certain that this form of treachery
shall never endanger us again. Hostilities exist. There is no
blinking at the fact that our people, our territory, and our
interests are in grave danger. With confidence in our armed
forces - with the unbounded determination of our people - we
will gain the inevitable triumph - so help us God.
I ask that the Congress declare that since the unprovoked and
dastardly attack by Japan on Sunday, December seventh, a state
of war has existed between the United States and the Japanese
Empire.
— Franklin D. Roosevelt

DECLARATION OF WAR
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The British declared war upon Japan. Declarations of war upon Japan were issued by Nicaragua, Honduras,
El Salvador, Guatemala, Haiti, the Dominican Republic, the Netherlands, the Free French, and Panama.
Mexico, Colombia, Belgium, and Egypt did not declare war, but did sever diplomatic relations with Japan.
(The USSR would neither declare war upon Japan nor sever diplomatic relations, until that nation lay prostrate
and devastated in the very last moments of the hostilities.)
WORLD WAR II
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Pearl Harbor
I
Here are the fireworks. The men who conspired and labored
To embroil this republic in the wreck of Europe have got their bargain, —
And a bushel more. As for me, what can I do but fly the national flag from the top of the tower, —
America has neither race nor religion nor its own language: nation or nothing.
Stare, little tower,
Confidently across the Pacific, the flag on your head. I built you at the other war’s end,
And the sick peace; I based you on living rock, granite on granite; I said,
“Look, you gray stones:
Civilization is sick: stand awhile and be quiet and drink the sea-wind, you
will survive
Civilization.”
But now I am old, and O stones be modest. Look, little tower:
This dust blowing is only the British Empire; these torn leaves flying
Are only Europe; the wind is the plane-propellers; the smoke is Tokyo.
The child with the butchered throat
Was too young to be named. Look no farther ahead.

II
The war that we have carefully for years provoked
Catches us unprepared, amazed and indignant. Our warships are shot
Like sitting ducks and our planes like nest-birds, both our coasts ridiculously panicked,
And our leaders make orations. This is the people
That hopes to impose on the whole planetary world
An American peace.
(Oh, we’ll not lose our war: my money on amazed Gulliver
And his horse-pistols.)
Meanwhile our prudent officers
Have cleared the coast-long ocean of ships and fishing-craft, the sky of
planes, the windows of light: these clearings
Make a great beauty. Watch the wide sea; there is nothing human; its gulls
have it. Watch the wide sky
All day clean of machines; only at dawn and dusk one military hawk passes
High on patrol. Walk at night in the black-out,
The firefly lights that used to line the long shore
Are all struck dumb; shut are the shops, mouse-dark the houses. Here the
prehuman dignity of night
Stands, as it was before and will be again. Oh beautiful
Darkness and silence, the two eyes that see God; great staring eyes.
— Robinson Jeffers

At the home of Helen Clarke Grimes, in Spragueville near Smithfield northwest of Providence, Rhode Island,
as in many homes in America, the radio was being kept constantly on, not for the soap operas that filled the
daytime airwaves, but for the sporadic news flashes about the war situation. Helen made notes for her diary:
Dec. 8 — This Monday morning we face a turquoise and coral
sunrise with the sick realization that we are at war, and that
the radio bulletins are not something by Orson Welles.
We had turned the radio off at eleven o’clock last night, worn
dull by hours of incessant listening, and were about to go to
bed when Charlie and Harriett who had spent the day at his
mother’s, came home with two copies of the War Extra.
We talked until twelve, soberly with no fine frenzy to fire us.
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Constance and Oliver phoned, but there was nothing to say.
It is 8AM and the news is pouring in over the radio.
Hongkong has been bombed, and there is a report of 200 casualties
suffered at Singapore. Ford Wilkins in Manila says there has
been no violence in that city as yet. He tells of Japanese
landing on some parts of the Phillipines, of the round-up and
internment of Japanese in Manila; of the evacuation of Manila,
and of a naval battle reported in the Pacific.
A Washington commentator says our losses are far more serious
(in Hawaii) than given out. Hangers have been flattened, planes
destroyed, there has been torpedo damage — altogether a heavy
naval defeat.
At night the lights burned in embassy windows along
Massachusetts Avenue [in Washington DC].
In Providence, the State Guard has been mobilized, and roving
guards placed at industrial plants, at the airport, and along
the waterfront.
On the West Coast few went to bed last night, excitement running
high the thoroughfares crowded.
Charles Collingwood in a report from London, speaks of grey
parliament buildings, and of Churchill in his black Homburg hat.
Arthur Crock, in writing of the American reaction in the “N.Y.
Times,” says one can almost hear national unity clicking into
place.
This is a grim day. Here, in one of the smallest communities in
the smallest state in the union, the stark branches of the apple
trees are bleak and cold against a lowering sky.
Mother is having an asthma attack.
Twelve o’clock noon — The sun is out, the sky a thin wash of
blue.
Japanese planes are only forty miles from Manila.
12:30 — President Roosevelt spoke to the joint session of House
and Senate, a short address of five hundred words, at the end
of which he asked “that Congress declare that since the
unprovoked and dastardly attack by Japan on Sunday Dec. 7th, a
state of war has existed between the United States and the
Japanese Empire.”
The “President Pierce” reported to have been torpedoed, was the
first dollar liner on which Oliver sailed to the Orient.
A news flash breaks into a concert of chamber music to tell of
an air raid now in progress over Manila.
2:30 — The Phillipines direct. At 1:30 a terrific air attack had
begun over Manila. It is thought that twenty-five American
bombers have been destroyed. As the announcer broadcasts there
is the sound of Japanese planes overhead.
An N.B.C. announcer on the roof of an eight story building
reports a great fire which is destroying the gasoline supply
dump on Nichols Field, a base airfield in the heart of Manila.
He is panting from his run up eight flights of stairs, the
elevator boy having deserted his post.
The stars were shining over the city and a bright moon rides
directly over head. Galvanized iron rooftops stand out like
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mirrors, the black-out rendered futile by the moon.
3:30 PM — Prime Minister Churchill has delivered a solemn speech
in a tired, husky voice.
4:30 PM — The tires of the news boy’s bicycle grit on the gravel
as he wheels up to the door. There is a thud as the “Providence
Bulletin” hits the door. Its headlines have no power to shock
those already benumbed by the radio.
9:35 PM — There is a report from the “San Francisco News
Chronicle” that fifty unidentified planes have been sighted
flying from the south west toward San Francisco. The city is
blacked-out to a depth of ten miles.
10:00 PM — An air raid siren is blowing in San Francisco. All
radio stations but one are off the air. Planes are said to have
been seen off the Golden Gate. The man in the street is wondering
if this is an air raid test or the real thing.
A copy of the November “Atlantic Monthly” lies on the table, the
back page given over to a vacation ad: “Hawaii. Standing two
thousand miles out in the gentle latitudes of the South Pacific
...”
San Francisco motorists are driving without headlights.
The all-clear signal has been given. False alarm or practice
work-out?
11:00 PM — A summary of to-day’s events — and so ends the first
day of this war. We go to bed wondering why, when for months
there has been a strong possibility of war with Japan, our forces
were caught napping.
Will close this with two lines from Shakespeare. King John, I
think.
“For when you should be told they do prepare
The tidings come that they are all arrived.”
It goes on: “O where hath our intelligence been drunk? Where
hath it slept?” Oh, where indeed!
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December 9, Tuesday: Declarations of war upon Japan were announced by Australia, South Africa, and New Zealand;
also upon Japan, Germany, and Italy by China. Costa Rica declared war upon Japan.

The Japanese occupied Tarawa Island and Makin Island in the Gilbert Islands.
The Japanese occupied Bangkok in Thailand.
Soviet forces captured Yelets, south of Moscow.
Mazurka elegiaca op.23/2 for two pianos by Benjamin Britten was performed for the initial time, in Town Hall,
New York.
The United States froze all assets of Thailand it could get its hands on.
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt accused Führer Adolf Hitler of having encouraged Japan to attack the
US (Standard Ploy #11: Accuse someone else of what you’re guilty of.), and stated falsely that “Germany and
Italy consider themselves at war with the United States without even bothering about a formal declaration.”
He called Hitler a gangster. Thomas Fleming, in his 2001 historical study THE NEW DEALERS’ WAR: F.D.R.
AND THE WAR WITHIN WORLD WAR II (NY: Basic Books, page 35) points out that “There was very little truth
in any of this rhetoric,” it amounting to mere provocation.
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The Sebastiano Venier, an Italian motorship of 6,310 tons, built in Amsterdam in 1939 under the name Jason
or Jantzen and requisitioned by the Italian Navy and renamed, had left Benghazi harbor with around 2,000
British POWs including black South African troops, New Zealanders, and Australians, who had surrendered
to the Germans in North Africa. Five miles south of Navarino on the Greek Peloponnese, the ship was attacked
by the British submarine HMS Porpoise. She was not flying a POW flag. Hit by a torpedo between the No.1
and No.2 hold on the starboard side, the force of the explosion hurled the heavy hatchway covers to mast
height, the falling timbers killing dozens of men trying to escape from the hold. From the flooded No.1 hold
only five men survived. Most of the panic stricken crew abandoned the ship taking all the lifeboats. The Italian
hospital ship Arno appeared on the scene but ploughed its way through the men struggling in the water and
kept on sailing, its priority being the rescue of the crew of a German ship sunk nearby. A total of 320 lives
were lost among them 309 British POWs, including 45 New Zealanders. 11 Italian soldiers also died. The ship
did not sink but managed to reach the shore at Point Methoni near Pilos where it was beached. All prisoners
who managed to reach the shore were confronted by hundreds of Italian occupation troops and were taken to
a makeshift camp where during the next few months many would die from frostbite and disease. In May 1942,
the prisoners would be transferred to Campo 85 at Tuturano in Italy.
At the home of Helen Clarke Grimes, in Spragueville near Smithfield northwest of Providence, Rhode Island,
as in many homes in America, the radio was being kept constantly on, not for the soap operas that filled the
daytime airwaves, but for the sporadic news flashes about the war situation. Helen made notes for her diary:
Dec. 9, Tuesday — Overslept this morning, but managed to get
Dorrance off with his usual substantial breakfast comfortably
warming his stomach.
Mother seems a little better — I have just taken her breakfast
tray.
9 o’clock — The round-up of Italian, German and Japanese aliens
in Providence has started.
Congress figures on a war of at least six years duration, and
at least a billion lives. God!
No matter how long one has expected it, war, like Death is always
a surprise.
9:05 — A persistent rumor that American planes have bombed
Formosa and Tokyo has no confirmation. I should think it
extremely unlikely.
The Navy announces the minesweeper, Penguin has been sunk.
Outside, a chick-a-dee, light as a thistle, is hanging upside
down from a twig, and the sun gives false warmth to the dry,
brown oak leaves.
The first word we have of any air-craft in action over the
Phillipines has just come in; a Japanese attack over Manila is
reported to have been repulsed by American planes.
12:30 — There has been a report that Japanese planes have been
spotted approaching Long Island. Sirens have sounded at Mitchell
Field and planes have gone into the air. All airfields in the
vicinity are alerted.
1 PM — The War Office declares there is no foundation for the
report of planes over New England.
A U.P. bulletin says a well qualified military source claims
that a strange plane, thought to be a scouting plane has been
seen off the New England coast. While the War Department insists
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there is no truth in the report, radio warnings are being
broadcast to New York that if there is a necessity for an alarm,
fire and police sirens will sound for full five minutes.
AP bulletin: hostile planes again reported.
1:30 PM — Special bulletin. Two hundred and eighty planes have
taken off; fire fighting trucks and ambulances are in position.
An air raid warning is expected at any moment. All public schools
have been evacuated. An order has just come from Commissioner
Valentine that New York residents remain indoors. All navy
airfields and stations have been placed on the alert: all air
raid wardens ordered to their respective stations.
Boston motorists have been asked to get their cars off the
streets.
In Providence, Quonset has had an air alarm.
The scheduled radio programs are riddled with news bulletins.
1:55 — New York has had its first alarm, and the all clear has
sounded.
Went to the store. Edgar and the Bond Bread delivery man were
talking excitedly.
2:30 — Came back to the radio and the news of a second air raid
alarm in New York. Commentator speaking from the top of a
building over-looking Times Square, says crowds remain in the
street oblivious to warnings.
2:40 — The all clear has sounded.
A later bulletin: it has developed that the second alert was
given because of a small fire on Mitchell Field, and was probably
the result of confusion.
Washington still insists that it has no evidence of enemy planes
off the East Coast. The commentator sounds exhausted.
3:20 — Public safety officials now announce that the air-raid
warnings in New England and New York were simply a part of the
precautionary measures and that there were no enemy planes.
Still another bulletin says the air-raid warnings were the
result of a “phony tip.” Does anyone anywhere know anything?
9:30 PM — Listening-in to Fibber McGee and Molly, a little comedy
for a change.
10 PM — Have listened to President Roosevelt and believe very
little of what he says.
WORLD WAR II
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December 10, Wednesday: Cuba declared war upon Japan.
WORLD WAR II
The Japanese landed on Camiguin Island and at Gonzaga and Aparri on the island of Luzon in the Philippine
Islands. They captured the British-controlled islands of Abemama, Makin (Butaritari) and Tarawa in the
Gilbert Islands (Kiribati). The US Marine garrison on Guam surrendered to a Japanese landing force.
Führer Adolf Hitler commented that President Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s words on the previous day had
amounted to a de facto declaration of war.
German and Italian forces began a full retreat to the west from Tobruk (Tubruq).
S.S. Commander Heinrich Himmler ordered that the ill, mentally ill and those otherwise unfit for work be
removed from concentration camp populations and gassed to death.
Brazil froze all the German, Italian, and Japanese assets it could get its hands on. Argentina froze all Japanese
assets.
The British warships HMS Repulse and HMS Prince of Wales were sunk off Kuantan, Malaya. The ships had
been spotted by submarine I-58 just before dawn and a flight of nine “Betty” torpedo-carrying planes of the
Japanese 22nd Naval Air Flotilla led by Lieutenant Haruki Iki had scrambled from the Japanese base at Saigon.
The battleship Prince of Wales was hit by 4 torpedoes and sank at 12:33PM. 327 died. The cruiser Repulse was
hit by 14 torpedoes and sank at 1:20PM. 513 died. The Far Eastern Fleet commander, Admiral Sir Tom
Phillips, went down with his ship. The Japanese lost 4 planes. A total of 2,081 would be plucked from the water
by escort destroyers HMS Electra, Vampire, and Express and would be dropped off at Singapore.
Cavite Navy Yard, Philippine Islands was heavily damaged by enemy air attack. United States naval vessels
damaged at Cavite, Philippine Islands:
•
•
•
•

Destroyer Peary (DD-226), by horizontal bomber
Submarine Seadragon (SS-194), by horizontal bomber
Submarine Sealion (SS-195), by horizontal bomber
Minesweeper Bittern (AM-36), by horizontal bomber

Japanese naval vessels sunk:
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•

Submarine I-170, by carrier-based aircraft, Hawaiian Islands area, 23 degrees 45 minutes North,
155 degrees 35 minutes West

•

Minesweeper No. 10, by Army aircraft, Philippine Islands area, 17 degrees 32 minutes North,
120 degrees 22 minutes East
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•

Minesweeper No. 19, damaged by Army aircraft and grounded by own forces (total loss),
Philippine Islands area, 18 degrees 22 degrees North, 121 degrees 38 minutes EastAt the home of

Helen Clarke Grimes, in Spragueville near Smithfield northwest of Providence, Rhode Island, as in
many homes in America, the radio was being kept constantly on, not for the soap operas that filled
the daytime airwaves, but for the sporadic news flashes about the war situation. Helen made notes
for her diary:
Dec. 10 — From London comes news that the ill-fated and shortlived Prince of Wales has been sunk by Japanese aircraft. In the
year of its service it saw action with the Bismark from which
it emerged badly crippled, and later served as the meeting place
of Churchill and Roosevelt in the mid-Atlantic.
The Repulse has been lost, too.
Keeping the radio tuned-in all day means listening to an endless
series of “soap operas,” the daytime serials for moronic women.
The sensible thing is to listen to regular news broadcasts at
stated intervals, but I find myself compelled to listen almost
continuously for every stray bulletin, which is downright
idiotic of me.
There is a report that American bombers have sunk one Japanese
transport and hit five others, three by direct hits.
Noon 12:00 — The Japanese attempt to land troops on Luzon has
been beaten back by our forces.
The British report a heavy battle going on in Hong Kong.
No news from Germany.
the last of the trans-Atlantic steamship service has been
discontinued. Only planes now link us to Europe.
Some idiot in Washington has chopped down four of the Japanese
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cherry trees along the Potomac, and pinned messages to the
hacked trunks.
December 11, Thursday: Canti di prigionia for chorus, two pianos, two harps and percussion by Luigi Dallapiccola, to
words of Mary, Queen of Scots, Boethius and Savonarola, was performed completely for the initial time, in
the Teatro delle Arti of Rome.
Lieutenant Haruki Iki flew over the area of ocean in which his flight of torpedo bombers had struck two ships
on the previous day, killing 840, and dropped a bouquet of flowers.96
In Washington DC, four of the cherry trees were found to have been chopped down in what must have been a
retaliation for the Japanese bombing of Pearl Harbor (because messages had been pinned to the stumps). In
hope to prevent future vandalism, for the duration of the war the government would be referring to these trees
as “Oriental” flowering cherries.

Soviet forces captured Istra, west of Moscow. As President Franklin Delano Roosevelt had hoped and
expected, Germany and Italy declared a state of war with the United States.

GERMAN WAR DECLARATION
At this point in time there were a grand sum total of two developed nations on this planet that explicitly
96. Maybe he should have been a florist. (Albert Einstein would suspect that maybe he should have been a plumber.)
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restricted citizenship on the basis of race, the United States of America and Germany, which makes it curious
that on this day these two nations that had so very much in common with one another were going to war against
one another! Wow, what a curious coincidence! –What was this, some sort of twin-brother hullabaloo?
Adolf Hitler addressed the Reichstag in regard to these “circumstances brought about by President Roosevelt,”
saying that he had been given information of “a plan prepared by President Roosevelt ... according to which
his intention was to attack Germany in 1942 with all the resources of the United States. Thus our patience has
come to a breaking point.”
The United States immediately declared by joint resolutions of the Congress a state of war with Germany and
Italy. Costa Rica, Cuba, Guatemala, Nicaragua, and the Dominican Republic declared war against Germany
and Italy. Poland declared a state of war with Japan. Mexico severed diplomatic relations with Germany and
Italy.

Wake Island’s US Marines defenders repulsed a Japanese landing attempt and sank two of its destroyers:
•
•

Destroyer Hayate, by Marine shore batteries.
Destroyer Kisaragi, by Marine aircraft.

The Japanese effected landings at Legaspi, Luzon, Philippine Islands.
WORLD WAR II
At the home of Helen Clarke Grimes, in Spragueville near Smithfield northwest of Providence, Rhode Island,
as in many homes in America, the radio was being kept constantly on, not for the soap operas that filled the
daytime airwaves, but for the sporadic news flashes about the war situation. Helen made notes for her diary:
Dec. 11 — Now that President Roosevelt has all the power he has
demanded in his insatiable desire to rule absolute, it remains
to be seen if he is capable of applying it wisely — or if he
will continue his Grand Court of Lagado.
It is no time for national disunity, the people must stand or
fall with the man thrice acclaimed by the majority.
An early report gives news of a Japanese battleship sunk by
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American bombers off the Phillipines.
This morning, Hitler in one of his high flown speeches declared
Germany at war with the United States. Italy obediently tailed
along.
By 10 o’clock we had received word that the United States had
declared war against Germany.
A late bulletin reveals that there were four attacks on our fleet
in Pearl Harbor: three on Sunday and a fourth on Monday, which
may have been the basis of a preposterous rumor emanating from
Washington itself the early part of this week that ninety
percent of the fleet stationed at Pearl Harbor had been
destroyed.

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

WORLD WAR II

WWII

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE
December 12, Friday: Haiti, Panama, and Honduras declared war against Germany and Italy. The Polish governmentin-exile declared war on Japan. Japanese forces occupied Legaspi in southern Luzon. Japanese troops pushed
Indian defenders out of Jitra, Malaya, northwest of Singapore, while Japanese planes bombed Pinang, killing
600 people.
Slovakia declared war on the United States and Great Britain. Rumania declared a state of war with the United
States.

WORLD WAR II
Cuba instituted a draft. Cuba, Uruguay, and Venezuela froze all German, Italian and Japanese assets.
Several demonstrations supporting the United States were dispersed by police in Buenos Aires. Prime Minister
Winston Churchill boarded the battleship Duke of York to meet with United States representatives at the
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Arcadia conference.
The Naval Air Transport Service (NATS) was established.
In retaliation for an attempt to kill a German officer, 743 Jews were arrested in Paris and imprisoned at
Compiègne.
ANTISEMITISM
At the home of Helen Clarke Grimes, in Spragueville near Smithfield northwest of Providence, Rhode Island,
as in many homes in America, the radio was being kept constantly on, not for the soap operas that filled the
daytime airwaves, but for the sporadic news flashes about the war situation. Helen made notes for her diary:
Dec. 12 — Tin Pan Alley is said to be swatting out patriotic
songs at a great rate of speed, although with the war only five
days old none has as yet hit the air waves. Of course we have
had Irving Berlin’s “Any Bonds Today” for some time, but that
might be classed as a pre-war song, as E.B. White remarked,
“innocently combining patriotic fervor with a definite rate of
interest.” It is a tuneful affair and as such has become very
popular. However, it is my belief that music will appeal to the
heart, the soul, or the feet, but seldom touches the pocket
book....97
December 13, Saturday: A mudslide in Huaraz, Peru smothered some 6,000-7,000 human beings. We don’t remember
this, because as a mere Act of God it doesn’t weigh very heavily against all the deadly human acts of this day.
El Salvador declared war against Germany and Italy. Hungary declared a state of war with the United States.
Bulgaria declared a state of war with the United States and the United Kingdom.
Japanese planes attacked the Subic Bay area and airfield in Philippine Islands.
British forces withdrew from the mainland onto Hong Kong Island to prepare a last-ditch (token) resistance to
the approaching Japanese.
Allied forces (Britain-India-New Zealand-Poland) attacked Germans and Italians at Gazala, Libya.
Two Italian cruisers, the Alberto da Barbiano and Alberico di Giussano, were sunk by torpedoes fired from
the British destroyers Sikh, Maori, and Legion, and the Dutch destroyer Isaac Sweers. The destroyers had been
proceeding from Gibraltar to Alexandria when they came upon these sitting ducks. Approximately 900 died.
WORLD WAR II

97. Within ten days, a song entitled “Good-Bye Mama, I’m Off to Yokohama” would be written, published, on the air waves, and
on sales racks in music stores. Within just a few months, Frank Loesser’s “Praise the Lord and Pass the Ammunition” would be
achieving top ratings. Irving Berlin would author “Any Bonds today” as the official song of the US Treasury Department’s National
Defense Savings Program. There would also be “Cash for Trash,” “Get Out and Dig, Dig, Dig,” “Boogie Woogie Bugle Boy,” “I
left My Heart at the Stage Door Canteen,” “This Is the Army,” “As Time Goes By,” “I’ll Be Seeing You,” “Rosie the Riveter,” and
“We Did It Before and We’ll Do It Again.”
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December 14, Sunday: Calypso, a cabaret song by Benjamin Britten to words of Auden, was performed for the initial
time, in Southold High School, Long Island, New York.
Ireland and Turkey declared neutrality.
An expedition under Rear Admiral F.J. Fletcher set out from Pearl Harbor, Oahu in the Hawaiian Islands to
relieve the beleaguered garrison of Wake Island.
WORLD WAR II
December 15, Monday: Soviet forces captured Klin northwest of Moscow and would immediately begin to rebuild the
Tchaikovsky Museum which had been destroyed by the Germans.
95 hostages were executed in Mont Valérien Prison for the attempted murder of a German officer in Paris.
Patrol Wing 10 departed from the Philippine Islands for the Netherlands East Indies. Kahului, Maui was
shelled by a Japanese submarine.
United States naval vessels sunk: PT-33, damaged by grounding and sunk by United States forces, Philippine
Islands area, 13 degrees 46 minutes N, 120 degrees 40 minutes E.
The HMS Galatea, a 5,220-ton British cruiser of the Alexandria Fleet, 15th Cruiser Squadron, commissioned
in 1935, was sunk by a torpedo from the U-boat U557 off Alexandria, Egypt. Captain Sims, 22 of his officers,
and 447 ratings died.98
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(The crew of U557 would have about a day to celebrate, and then west of Crete they would be rammed
accidently by the Italian torpedo boat Orione, and all 43 aboard this German submarine would die.)
TIMELINE OF ACCIDENTS

WORLD WAR II
December 16, Tuesday: Johnston Island was shelled by a Japanese submarine. Japanese forces invaded northern
Borneo, capturing Miri, Sarawak. Japanese forces occupied Victoria Point, Burma (Kawthaung, Myanmar). A
Chinese Expeditionary Army was declared into existence, to support the British in Burma.
The Czechoslovakian government-in-exile, with approximately zero military potential, declared war
generically, upon all countries presently at war with Great Britain and the United States of America.
The Red Army captured Kalinin, northwest of Moscow. General Rommel ordered a German and Italian retreat
from Gazala, Libya toward El Agheila (Al’Uqaylah) in North Africa.
WORLD WAR II

98. Isn’t is curious, the macabre way these statistics are routinely kept? The number of officer deaths gets cited, then the number
of “ratings” deaths? Imagine trying to say to a “rating” who is going down for the third time, “Look, fellow, you’re obviously taking
this pretty hard –it’s your death and all that– but can’t you at least derive some consolation from the fact that this would have been
a significantly greater loss to us, had you been an officer? God must have loved you enlisted types, he made so many of you.
Soon you will lose consciousness — and then you’ll be a mere nameless, painless statistic who has given your life for your country!
Don’t sweat it, it’s the way things are. Come on now, at least you can hum a bit from ‘There’ll always be an England’....”
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December 17, Wednesday: Rear Admiral C.W. Nimitz was ordered to relieve Admiral H.E. Kimmel as Commander
in Chief Pacific Fleet, with rank of Admiral; Vice Admiral W.S. Pye became the acting Commander in Chief
Pacific Fleet pending the arrival of Admiral Nimitz.
Australian and Dutch troops occupied Portuguese Timor.
Japanese forces invaded Penang. Japanese landed at Miri, Sarawak, Borneo.
WORLD WAR II
The HMS Stanley, a destroyer of 1,190 tons (in a previous existence it had been the USS McCalla, but had
been transferred to Britain in 1940 under the Lend-Lease Agreement), was escorting a convoy of like 30
merchant ships across the Atlantic Ocean when engaged by a German U-boat pack and by Focke-Wulf
bombers during the 5-day period. When the Stanley was sunk by torpedoes from Oberleutnant Dietrich
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Gengelbach’s U574, 11 officers and 125 ratings died.99

(When U574 would itself be sunk on December 19, 1941 by the HMS Stork, 28 would die and 16 survive.)
WORLD WAR II
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December 18, Thursday: The State Department announced that Rear Admiral F.J. Horne and French High
Commissioner at Martinique, French West Indies, Admiral Robert, had reached an agreement neutralizing the
French Caribbean possessions.
The British Parliament passed the National Service Act. Every adult male under 50 and every adult unmarried
woman under 30 was liable for national service of some kind. The US federal Congress passed the First War
Powers Act.
Finally some Japanese troops landed on Hong Kong Island — which meant that as soon as they had popped
off a few seemly rounds, the British defenders would seize their opportunity to begin to wave the white flag
they had ready and waiting (nobody was crazy enough to want to get killed in a lost cause). The invasion force
was under the command of Lt. General Takashi Sakai (who would after the war be executed in Nanking for
atrocities he had allowed these troops to perpetrate).
Japanese naval vessel sunk:
•

Destroyer Shinonome, by mine, Miri, Borneo
WORLD WAR II

December 19, Friday: Piano Concerto no.2 op.225 by Darius Milhaud was performed for the initial time, in Chicago,
with the composer himself at the keyboard.
Nicaragua declared war on Hungary, Romania, and Bulgaria.
The HMS Neptune, a British cruiser, part of the Malta based “Force K” which included 3 cruisers and 4
destroyers, while in hot pursuit of an Italian convoy heading for North Africa, cruised into a newly laid
minefield off Tripoli detonating 4 of the mines. A total of 765 men went down with this ship. The 16 survivors
of the Neptune would be found on a raft after four days later by two Italian torpedo boats. However, of the 16
men on this raft, only one was at that point still breathing. It was Leading Seaman Walters.
Three Italian midget submarines penetrated Alexandria harbor, sinking the British battleships HMS Queen
Elizabeth and HMS Valiant.
Allied forces reached Derna (Darnah) in Libya. On this day Führer Adolf Hitler sacked General Heinrich von
Brauchitsch as commander in chief and took complete personal command of the German Army.
Japanese forces captured Pinang in Malaya. Spanish dictator Francisco Franco declared that his country would
remain a non-belligerent in the war between the Allies and Japan.
The following headlines appeared in The Los Angeles Times:

SUICIDE REVEALS SPY RING HERE.
Japanese Doctor Who Killed Self
99. My cold-blooded intent here is to characterize the period of our 2d world war as what it was. It was a convulsion of helplessness
beyond anything humankind had to that point experienced. I will attempt to forego sympathy and access the affect of helpless people
on the various sinking ships at sea –torpedoed or whatever, waiting for their collective fate to engulf them– merely to assist in
depicting the general helplessness of such a spasm.
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After Arrest Called Espionage Chief.
WHAT TO DO IN CASE OF POISON GAS ATTACKS.
WORLD WAR II
December 20, Saturday: Admiral E.J. King became Commander in Chief of the United States Fleet with headquarters
at the Navy Department in Washington DC.
WORLD WAR II
Over Kunming, the Chinese Air Force American Volunteer Group (popularly known as the “Flying Tigers”)
entered combat against the Japanese. Gung ho!
Japanese troops were put ashore at Davao on Mindanao in the Philippine Islands. The Belgian government-inexile declared war on Japan.
December 21, Sunday: Symphony no.1 by David Diamond was performed for the initial time, in New York.
Japan and Thailand signed a 10-year military alliance in Bangkok. Rear Admiral F.W. Rockwell relocated the
naval defense forces in the Philippine Islands to Corregidor Island, to attempt a last stand there.
WORLD WAR II
A mysterious headline appeared in The Los Angeles Times:

JAP SUBS RAID CALIFORNIA SHIPS.
Two Steamers Under Fire.
December 22, Monday: A Japanese invasion force offloaded in the Lingayen Gulf of the island of Luzon in the
Philippine Islands.
WORLD WAR II
American troops (Brigadier General J. F. Barnes) arrived at Brisbane, Australia.
The Netherlands government-in-exile declared war on Italy.
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt and British Prime Minister Winston Churchill opened discussions in
Washington DC leading to establishment of the Combined Chiefs of Staff.
In the defense of Wake Island, Japanese patrol boats Nos. 32 and 33, which were old destroyers that had been
deliberately run ashore, were destroyed by US Marine gunfire.
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December 23, Tuesday: The US Marine garrison on Wake Island surrendered to the Japanese while the United States
Relief Expedition was still 425 miles from Wake, and so that relief expedition was recalled.
Three waves of Japanese bombers attacked Rangoon and its airport, starting fires and killing nearly 2,000
people. Ten bombers were lost.
WORLD WAR II
The United States-British War Council composed of President Franklin Delano Roosevelt, British Prime
Minister, and naval, military, and civilian advisers met for the first time.
Mexico severed diplomatic relations with Hungary, Romania, and Bulgaria.
Palmyra Island was shelled by a Japanese submarine.
The Japanese came ashore at Kuching, Sarawak, Borneo.
The following headline appeared in The Los Angeles Times:

JAPAN PICTURED AS A NATION OF SPIES.
Veteran Far Eastern Correspondent Tells
About Mentality of Our Enemies in Orient.
December 24, Wednesday: The German administration of the Baltic states declared that Romani (Gypsies) were to be
treated the same as Jews.
ANTISEMITISM
Some 10,000 Japanese soldiers came ashore at Lamon Bay, south Luzon, Philippine Islands.
WORLD WAR II
December 25, Thursday: Admiral T.C. Hart turned over all remaining naval forces in the Philippine Islands to Rear
Admiral F.W. Rockwell, and departed by submarine for Java to establish a new headquarters of the US Asiatic
Fleet. Manila was announced to be an open city.
Japanese planes bombed Rangoon.
Japanese forces captured Kuching, capital of the British possession of Sarawak on Borneo.
The Japanese came ashore at Jolo, Philippine Islands.
Japanese forces captured the Philippine islands of Tawi Tawi and Jolo in the Sulu group.
Japanese forces attacked British installations at Kuching, Sarawak.
United States Submarine Sealion (SS-195), damaged on December 10th off Cavite in the Philippine Islands,
was disposed of by our forces.
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Allied troops reached Benghazi and Agedabia (Ajdabiya) in Libya.
Soviet troops were put ashore on the Kerch peninsula, Crimea.
Free French troops disembarked from naval vessels and occupied St. Pierre and Miquelon off Newfoundland.
Citizens on the island of St. Pierre voted 98% in favor of a Free French administration.
The 32-square-mile island of Victoria which we know as Hong Kong had been formally ceded to Great Britain
by the Treaty of Nanking in 1842. At this point the Japanese troops of General Tanaka were overriding the
colonial garrison of British, Canadian, Indian, and other troops there, some 11,000 Allied soldiers. At Eucliff
prisoners were shot or bayoneted, with some beheadings, and 53 bodies roped together were rolled down the
cliff. On Christmas morning at St. Stephen’s College, where 96 wounded soldiers had taken shelter, the head
medic met some 200 drunken Japanese at the door. “You can’t come in here” he advised. “This is a hospital.”
Dr. George Black was shot in the head with a rifle, and as the soldiers passed his corpse and came into the
ward, they repeatedly plunged their bayonets into his body. While the nurses stood by helplessly, the Japanese
began ripping bandages off the wounded soldiers and plunging their bayonets into the soldiers’ wounds. At
the end of half an hour of these boy/boy games, 56 of these 96 wounded soldiers had been shot to death. The
nurses were led away for some boy/girl fun, and then the surviving patients and staff were made to stack the
bodies and bloodied mattresses outside, along with smashed-up college desks and cupboards, in preparation
for a huge funeral pyre. Over at the Jockey Club in Happy Valley a similar scene was going down, and to a
lesser extent this sort of thing was happening at various other locations throughout the colony.
WORLD WAR II
December 26, Friday: Manila was declared an open city but Japanese bombing continued.
WORLD WAR II
December 27, Saturday: The British mounted a commando raid on the German naval base at Malöy, Norway.
Five merchant vessels were sunk.
WORLD WAR II
December 28, Sunday: Olivier Messiaen gave the first public performance of two movements from Les corps glorieux
for organ, at the Palais de Chaillot in Paris.
Citizens on the island of Miquelon voted 69-4 for a Free French administration.
Allied forces fell back to Kampar, Malaya, northwest of Singapore.
British women and children were evacuated by train from Rangoon.
United States and Philippine troops on Luzon fell back to a line Tarlac-Cabanatuan. Most of the 4th Marines
moved from Bataan to Corregidor Island in Manila Bay. This fortress island would hold until May 6th, 1942.
WORLD WAR II
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December 29, Monday: A New Year Carol for chorus and piano by John Ireland to traditional words was performed
for the initial time, over the airwaves of the BBC originating in Bedford.
Corregidor, Philippine Islands was bombed for the first time by Japanese aircraft.
United States Submarine Tender Canopus (AS-9) was damaged by a horizontal bomber in the vicinity of the
Philippine Islands, 14 degrees 25’ N, 120 degrees 20’ E.
On the Crimean Peninsula in the Black Sea, in the occupied port city of Feodosia, the German Wehrmacht had
placed a small detachment of troops, and a number of wounded German soldiers were convalescing in that
city’s hospitals. On this morning the port was bombarded by the Soviet Black Sea Fleet and a landing was
accomplished by Soviet marines, followed by infantry who invested the city. Needing hospital beds for their
wounded comrades, and finding wounded soldiers filling the local hospitals, they simply shoved these
Germans out the windows onto the frigid ground. To ensure they would die they poured water on the nearly
dead bodies.
WORLD WAR II
December 30, Tuesday: Japanese forces occupied Kuantan, Malaya, north of Singapore.
United States and Philippine troops on Luzon fell back to the last defensive line before Bataan.
Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi resigned as leader of the All-India National Congress Party because he
considered that the party’s committee had abandoned non-violence.
Soviet troops captured Kaluga, 160 kilometers southwest of Moscow, Tula, south of Moscow and Kozelsk,
southwest of Moscow, from the German Army.
Admiral E.J. King assumed duties as Commander in Chief United States Fleet.
WORLD WAR II
December 31, Wednesday: Red Army troops were put ashore at Feodosiya, Crimea.
Jewish children were excluded from the public schools of Belgium.
ANTISEMITISM
Venezuela broke diplomatic relations with Germany, Italy, and Japan.
As Japanese submarines shelled the islands of Kauai, Maui, and Hawaii, Admiral C.W. Nimitz was assuming
command of the Pacific Fleet at Pearl Harbor on Oahu in the Hawaiian Islands.
WORLD WAR II
Late 1941-Early 1942: During the aerial attack on Pearl Harbor the USS Indianapolis (CA-35) had been taking part in
a training exercise off Johnston Atoll. Following that attack it was absorbed into a task force searching
fruitlessly for the Japanese carriers from which the planes had been launched.
WORLD WAR II
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1942
In the Café Américain of Bogart/Bergman movie “Casablanca,” a fun-loving group of German soldiers sing
“Die Wacht am Rhein” but other customers respond with “La Marseillaise,” — whereupon the Germans shut
the place down.
Evacuation of 1,186 English citizens from the Isle of Jersey to Germany.
WORLD WAR II
In New York, wartime blackout rules dimmed the lights on Broadway (the “great white way”), and in all
windows above the 10th floor. We so wanted to win the war that, when we closed our eyes, the city became
quite invisible.
WORLD WAR II
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During a great hurricane, 16 of the 22 islets of the Suvarov atoll in the Cook Islands were washed away within
a matter of hours. The lives of the children of the islanders were saved by lashing each child into the fork of a
tamanu tree elastic enough to bend with the wind until the violence of the storm was spent.

...but it’s good weather most of the time

Long-term fighting back and forth across the island of Guadalcanal, deliberately kept inconclusive at the cost
of many American lives, helped to maintain the pretense that when the USA eventually was able to go on the
offensive in the Pacific, we would be reacting to the original Japanese attack — rather than initiating a fresh
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aggression.In the Guadalcanal operation, the inspiration for which was entirely political rather than in any

sense military, between 7 August 1942 and 8 February 1943, 71 Marine officers and 1,026 enlisted men100
would be killed and 52 officers and 246 men would be listed as missing in action and presumed dead. In
addition, 11 officers and 98 men would be listed as either dead or wounded, 223 officers and 2,693 men would

100. God must love enlisted men: he makes so many of them!
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be more or less seriously wounded, and 357 officers and 4,063 men would become prisoners of war.
WORLD WAR II
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The Japanese invaded the Dutch East Indies (Indonesia) and British India.
The Tuskegee Airmen all-black 99th Fighter Squadron was formed.
Friend Bayard Rustin was dispatched to California by the Fellowship of Reconciliation of the American
Friends Service Committee, to help protect the property of Japanese-Americans while they were being held in
camps in the inland deserts.

Friend Floyd Schmoe attempted to prevent the internment of Japanese-Americans who were being removed
from their Seattle WA homes and shipped off to internment camps in Idaho. When attempts to prevent the
internments failed, he gave up the teaching of forest ecology at the University of Washington in order to do
what he could to help make this internment less harsh. He would help to preserve the businesses that the
Japanese citizens had been forced to leave behind. Before the end of World War II the daughter Esther Schmoe
would get married with Gordon K. Hirabayashi.
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The Chicago Cubs became the first team in baseball to install an organ to help motivate and entertain fans.

Beneath a sports stadium in Chicago, Enrico Fermi started an uranium/graphite reactor.
ATOM BOMB
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt allowed the British to participate in our Manhattan project (so called
because most of the work was going on in great secrecy at a number of sites-with-cover-stories on Manhattan
Island in New York City) to build the ultimate weapon — conditional of course upon their acceptance of his
Operation Overlord invasion from England onto the mainland of Europe.101

WORLD WAR II

101. Joseph E. Persico’s ROOSEVELT’S SECRET WAR (Random House, 2001).
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Professor Burrhus Frederic Skinner was awarded the Warren Medal by the Society of Experimental
Psychologists. (Although we are seldom told this, during World War II this researcher was a member of U.S.
Army Intelligence, and later he schemed to weaponize the pigeon species by training selected suicide pigeons
for command and control inside the nosecones of smart bombs. Are we having problems with overscrupulous
human pilots? Well, every pigeon ought to pay the price to live in this country, and that means helping to
defend it. –Besides, pigeons just want to peck and be fed.)102

Because of WWII, all previous College Board admissions tests were abolished in favor of the Scholastic
Aptitude Test (SAT), which became the one standard test for each and every American applicant (human
subjects only; heterosexual white male pigeons need not apply).
102. President Franklin Delano Roosevelt would also find funding for an incendiary-bat program, that was favored by the professor
who had devised napalm. Each of these bats, according to that napalm-inventing Harvard professor, was to carry a tiny napalm bomb
with a delay timer, and its mission would be to fly to some roost beneath the wooden eaves of a Japanese civilian home and be there
incinerated. The wicked objective of this batty bat-bomb project was the initiation of an all-consuming Dresden-style firestorm
(when the stay-at-home warriors working on this one-ounce device would hear through their grapevine that the Roosevelt
administration was also spending vast amounts of money on an even tinier project –one that sought to detonate atoms– they would
become indignant).

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

WORLD WAR II

WWII

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE
During the years of World War II, Conscientious Objectors assigned as attendants in US psychiatric hospitals
under the Civilian Public Service would become aware of the systemic patient abuse permeating our
psychiatric care apparatus of institutions. These reformers were especially active at the Philadelphia State
Hospital, where four Quakers initiated a magazine The Attendant to promote reform (this would become The
Psychiatric Aide, a professional journal for mental health workers). On May 6, 1946 LIFE magazine would
print Albert Q. Maisel’s exposé of the psychiatric system based on the reports made by these Conscientious
Objectors. Another effort of the Civilian Public Service, its Mental Hygiene Project, would eventuate in the
National Mental Health Foundation. Impressed by the changes introduced by Conscientious Objectors in the
mental health system, Eleanor Roosevelt would sponsor the National Mental Health Foundation and cause the
involvement of other prominent citizens such as Owen J. Roberts, Pearl Buck, and Harry Emerson Fosdick.
PSYCHOLOGY

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

WORLD WAR II

WWII

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE
An American pilot on his first bombing mission over Europe, Paul W. Tibbets, Jr., felt “sick with thoughts of
the civilians who might suffer from the bombs dropped by his machine” and, as he watched the black pellets
drop away under his aircraft (he later confided), was going “My God, women and children are getting killed!”
However, his bombs missed their target on this initial mission and pilot Tibbets was forced to take stock of
himself. He came to realize that he had been so “intent on what was going to happen on the ground” that he
hadn’t been able to do his “job right.” In the future, as in the “Enola Gay” B29 he would name after his mother,
at 32,000 feet over Hiroshima on August 6, 1945
, he would be able to behave more responsibly.
WORLD WAR II

This war-addled pilot would even develop a posture in regard to the sort of conscientious objection
exemplified by Friend John R. Kellam: “Every man ought to pay the price to live in this country. And that

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

WORLD WAR II

WWII

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE
means helping to defend it.”

Meanwhile, back home, the US Army’s Chemical Warfare Services was beginning mustard gas experiments
on approximately 4,000 servicemen. The experiments would continue until 1945 and would make use of
Seventh Day Adventist conscientious objectors who had gotten themselves maneuvered, during draft-board
persecution, into volunteering as human guinea pigs (in order to prove to the authorities, of course, that they
were patriotic, and demonstrate, to the authorities, that they were manly men rather than cowards).
GAS WARFARE

Here’s an interesting point in comparison. According to the records, a total of 3,166 civilian prisoners from
Dachau and Mauthausen classified as “unfit to work” would be transported during this period to the Hartheim
Schloss mental health establishment near Linz in Austria, just over the German border, to be executed by
gassing. The centerpiece of the SS’s euthanasia campaign, this would be the only Nazi institution from which
there would be zero survivors. Something like 10,000 mentally retarded or crippled German children would
be taken there to be executed, with their ashes spread over the waters of the Danube and Traun rivers. The
brains of a total of 772 children from Vienna alone would be pickled in individual glass jars. The Hartheim
Schloss staff of about 80 persons received extra pay plus a nice alcohol allowance. Today, the grounds of what
had been Hartheim Schloss contain apartment buildings.There is a plaque on the wall of an entrance hall, to
remind the 22 families who live there of sad events that had transpired.
The point in comparison which I would like to raise is based on the fact that this euthanasia campaign in
Austria was directed by Dr. Rudolf Lonauer of Linz, a psychiatrist, and during May 1945 at the end of World
War II, while the chickens were coming home to roost so to speak, Dr. Lonauer would euthanize himself.
That being the case, why on earth is it, do you suppose, that Colonel Tibbets failed to euthanize himself?
–When it comes to matters such as these, is being on the winning side that much different from being on the
losing side?
Inquiring minds want to know.

BETWEEN ANY TWO MOMENTS ARE AN INFINITE NUMBER OF MOMENTS,
AND BETWEEN THESE OTHER MOMENTS LIKEWISE AN INFINITE NUMBER,
THERE BEING NO ATOMIC MOMENT JUST AS THERE IS NO ATOMIC POINT
ALONG A LINE. MOMENTS ARE THEREFORE FIGMENTS. THE PRESENT
MOMENT IS A MOMENT AND AS SUCH IS A FIGMENT, A FLIGHT OF THE
IMAGINATION TO WHICH NOTHING REAL CORRESPONDS. SINCE PAST
MOMENTS HAVE PASSED OUT OF EXISTENCE AND FUTURE MOMENTS
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HAVE YET TO ARRIVE, WE NOTE THAT THE PRESENT MOMENT IS ALL
THAT EVER EXISTS — AND YET THE PRESENT MOMENT BEING A
MOMENT IS A FIGMENT TO WHICH NOTHING IN REALITY CORRESPONDS.

Elbert Russell’s THE HISTORY OF QUAKERISM (New York: Macmillan Company).103 The Quaker group
initiated by Friend Elbert in Durham, North Carolina would swell with the addition of conscientious objectors
working at the Duke University Hospital during World War II.
Dr. David Tillerson Smith became president of the North Carolina Tuberculosis Association.
At the Moses Brown School of the Religious Society of Friends on top of the hill in Providence, Rhode Island,
a summer session was added so that students who would be seniors in the following year could complete their
studies before being drafted and going off into “service” in the US military during World War II. At night the
city of Providence was blacked out, to make it harder for the German bombers to fly all the way across the
Atlantic Ocean and bomb Providence the way they were flying all the way across the English Channel and
bombing London. Military searchlights criss-crossed the skies.
The US Navy began to make use of Rear Admiral Ralph Waldo Christie’s104 expensive new Mark 14
proximity torpedoes in live combat situations. Field commanders reported back again and again from the battle
zones: “This new torpedo doesn’t go off.” The Bureau of Ordinance, of course, refused to credit such reports.
At the Newport Torpedo Station on what little still remained above water level of what had once been Goat
Island in the harbor of Newport, production of the deficient devices continued apace.

World War II

“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project

103. This book would receive the Mayflower Cup award of the North Carolina Literary and Historical Association for works of
nonfiction by local authors.
104. Commander, US Submarine Force, Southwest Pacific (ComSubSoWesPac).
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Early: Dr. Paul Fildes, director of the biology department at Porton Down near Salisbury in Wiltshire but had
previously been in charge of the Medical Research Council’s bacterial chemistry unit at Middlesex Hospital,
began searching Britain for suppliers and manufacturers of linseed-oil cattle cake to make 5,000,000 small
cakes of cattle fodder. He would need also to produce large quantities of anthrax, and a special container with
which to safely load these cattle cakes into military aircraft without killing the military personnel, because
England intended to contaminate this cattle fodder and then have the RAF drop it over the pastures of
Germany. They would settle on a cube-shaped cardboard container, 18 centimeters on each side. Each

container was to hold 400 cakes and was to have a steel handle “of a size which enables the operator to grasp
the handle without difficulty when wearing thick leather or moleskin gloves.” The RAF developed a series of
wooden trays that would hold the cardboard boxes of contaminated cattle fodder and would fit the existing
flare chutes of the existing Lancasters, Halifaxes, and Stirlings of the Bomber Command. By God, these people
were thinking of everything! As the supplier, Dr. Fildes settled on the Olympia Oil and Cake Company of
Blackburn. He awarded a contract to cut the cattle cake into small pieces to J & E Atkinson of Bond Street in
London, the firm that happened also to be perfumer and toilet-soap manufacturer to the British Royal Family.
The Atkinson firm pledged to produce 180,000 to 250,000 cakes, each 2.5 centimeters in diameter and 10
grams in weight, within one 44-hour week, at a cost between 12 and 15 shillings per thousand. The firm
pledged to deliver the full amount of 5,273,400 cakes by April 1943. By the middle of July 1942, the Atkinsons
would be able to cheerfully inform Dr. Fildes that they were “producing at the rate of 40,000 per day.”
Meanwhile, the anthrax would be being manufactured by the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries at its
veterinary laboratory in Surrey, and an academic at Oxford, Dr. E. Schuster, would be devising a pump that
could be used to inject the bacilli into the cattle cakes, and thirteen expendables, female workers from various
soap-making firms, had been assembled and sworn to secrecy, their assigned task being to inject the cattle
cakes with the anthrax spores.
GERM WARFARE

WORLD WAR II
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JANUARY 1942
January: Although after Pearl Harbor Charles Lindbergh would come to regret that he had resigned his commission in
the Army Air Corps, President Franklin Delano Roosevelt would instruct Secretary of War Henry L. Stimson
that he was not to be reinstated.
Untersturmführer Dr. Josef Mengele joined the Waffen SS’s Viking Division medical corps. He would receive
the Iron Cross, 1st Class by pulling two soldiers out of a burning tank while under enemy fire, the Medal for
the Care of the German People, and, wounded, the Black Badge for the Wounded.
WORLD WAR II
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January 1, Thursday: Admiral R.E. Ingersoll succeeded Admiral E.J. King as Commander in Chief Atlantic Fleet.
Due to a wartime panic the Rose Bowl game was relocated from Pasadena, California to Duke Stadium in
Durham, North Carolina, the sole time it has ever been thus relocated. A telegram arrived from a local boy
who was offering to serve as a water-boy or a stretcher-bearer for the Duke University football team.
Declaration of the United Nations, signed by 26 Allied nations.

READ THE FULL TEXT
WORLD WAR II
German forces retook Staritsa, northwest of Moscow.
German troops counterattacked near Kerch, Crimea.
The 4-month destruction of the Zagreb Synagogue stone by stone was completed.
150 Jews gathered in Vilna (Vilnius) to protest the mass killing of Jews.
ANTISEMITISM
The 26 nations currently at war against the Axis Powers signed the Declaration of the United Nations at
Washington DC, pledging cooperation in defeating these mutual enemies.
The United States federal government banned retail sales of new cars.
Cello Sonata no.1 by Ross Lee Finney was performed for the initial time, in Pratt Memorial Music Hall, Mount
Holyoke College, Northampton, Massachusetts.
January 2, Friday: The Japanese captured Manila and Cavite in the Philippine Islands.
WORLD WAR II
Indian troops were forced back from Kampar, Malaya.
The Red Army broke through the German front line at Rzhev west of Moscow.
January 6, Tuesday: The Allied advance in Libya reached Brega and El Agheila (Al’Uqaylah).
Pan American Airlines completed the first “round-the-world” commercial flight.
Japanese amphibious forces occupied Brunei Bay, Borneo.
WORLD WAR II
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January 7, Wednesday: The US Navy’s authorized aircraft strength was increased from 15,000 to 27,500.
Japanese forces attacked Allied (Britain-India-Australia) defensive positions along the River Slim in Malaya,
inflicting heavy losses and forcing retreat.
German troops drove partisans out of Olovo, Yugoslavia.
The Red Army began a counteroffensive north of Novgorod.
WORLD WAR II
Next of Kin, a film with music by William Walton, was shown for the initial time, privately, in the Curzon
Theater of London.
Statements for Orchestra by Aaron Copland was performed completely for the initial time, in New York.
January 9, Friday: Japanese forces attacked the Abucay Line, the American-Philippine defensive line across the
Bataan Peninsula. They met stiff resistance.
Soviet forces began an offensive in the Valdai Hills west and northwest of Moscow. They had good initial
success.
WORLD WAR II
J. Sigfrid Edström of Sweden replaced Henri, comte de Baillet-Latour of Belgium as President of the
International Olympic Committee.
January 11, Sunday: Japan declared war on the Netherlands, simultaneously invading and capturing Tarakan on
Borneo and Manado on Celebes (Sulawesi). Japanese troops also occupied Kuala Lampur, Malaya.
Henry Cowell’s Suite for piano and string orchestra was performed for the initial time, in Boston.
The British re-took Sollum.
Landing at Tarakan and Jesselton on the island of Borneo and on Menado and Kema in the Celebes and taking
Kuala Lumpur, the Japanese declared war on the Netherlands and began their invasion of the Netherlands East
Indies.
Naval Station, Pago Pago, Samoa, was shelled by a Japanese submarine.
United States naval vessels damaged: Carrier Saratoga (CV-3), by submarine torpedo, 500 miles southwest of
Oahu
WORLD WAR II
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January 12, Monday: 5,000 Jews were shot outside Kovno (Kaunas).
19,000 Jews were loaded into cattle cars in Odessa and sent to Balta concentration camp. The bodies of those
who died along the way were piled up in Brerzovka and set alight before their families.
ANTISEMITISM
Pawnee Horses for piano by Arthur Farwell was performed for the initial time, in New York, 37 years after it
had been composed.
The authorized enlisted strength of the Navy was increased to 500,000.
WORLD WAR II
January 13, Tuesday: Slobodan Jovanovic replaced Dusan Simovic as prime minister of the Yugoslav government-inexile.
In London, representatives of nine allied countries signed a declaration that after the war those guilty of war
crimes would be brought to justice (presumably it was understood that, since this justice was to be
administered by the victors, it would apply only to the losing side in the contest — somehow there’s no need
to spell these things out).
Columbus: Bericht und Bildnis, an opera by Werner Egk to his own words, was staged for the initial time,
in Städtische Bühnen, Frankfurt.
The German Navy began a U-boat offensive along the east coast of the North American continent.105
The Soviet army recaptured Kiev.
WORLD WAR II

105. At a first order of approximation there seems to be a remarkable similarity between fighting at sea and feeding fish.
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January 14, Wednesday: 807 Jews were driven to the outskirts of Ushachi and shot. Local Byelorussians go down into
the pit to extract gold from the mouths of the dead and dying.
925 Jews were similarly murdered in Kublichi.
WORLD WAR II
ANTISEMITISM
January 15, Thursday: Senator Harry S Truman’s Truman Committee presented its 1st Annual Report to the Senate.
This would help induce President Franklin Delano Roosevelt to replace his Office of Production Management
with a new, more powerful War Production Board.
American-British-Dutch-Australian Supreme Command was established. Field Marshall Sir Archibald
Wavell, British Army assumed supreme command of all forces in area, while Admiral T.C. Hart, United States
Navy had command of the naval forces under Field Marshall Wavell.
Japanese forces attacked a new Allied (Britain-India-Australia) defense line along the River Muar, Malaya,
eventually forcing further retreat.
Jawaharlal Nehru succeeded Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi as head of the All-India Congress Party.
The initial batch of United States servicemen arrived in Britain (“overfed, oversexed and over here”).
Singapore surrendered to the Japanese. The 130,000 British and Indian prisoners of war would be sent to labor
on the Burma-Siam railway.
Singapore’s Princess Alexandria Hospital was being guarded by a detachment of Gurkha troops. When
commanded by a Japanese officer to lay down their arms, their NCO replied that this was a civilian hospital,
not a military target. The Japanese gave an order and his men killed 24 of the Gurkhas. They then entered the
hospital and began to slaughter its patients, which included a number of survivors from the Prince of Wales
and the Repulse. The doctors and medical orderlies were killed, and the nurses were raped and then killed.
The Japanese made a determined effort to exterminate the entire Chinese population of Singapore, and
managed to kill 9,000-12,000. After interrogation by the Kempetai the ethnic Chinese were obliged to hand
over all their personal possessions, rings, watches, jewelry, money, etc., before being forced onto captured
British lorries and driven to the Tanjong Pagar Wharf and beheaded.

HEADCHOPPING

This went on for 12 days while boats from Singapore Harbour brought more and more Chinese civilians to that
execution site. In the Geylang district, 3,600 Chinese were herded into the grounds of the Teluk Kurau English
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School and interrogated by the Kempetai. At the completion of interrogation, in groups of 200, they were taken
by truck to the crest of a hill off Siglap Road and shot, beheaded, or bayonetted. One person present within the
Teluk Kurau English School grounds that day would survive to tell the tale. In another such action, 700
Chinese were taken to an area just east of Changi where mass graves had already been dug, and the heads of
these victims were piled up in a waiting lorry and during that night would be installed on bamboo stakes around
and about Singapore. (A British military court would sentence Lieutenant-General Takuma Nishimura,
commander of the Japanese troops in Singapore, to life imprisonment, but an Australian Military Court would
then try him for other crimes and he would be hanged on June 11, 1951.)
WORLD WAR II
In case you wondered, this is what the cross-section of the human neck, revealed by this interesting practice,
actually looks like:
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January 16, Friday: In the Washington DC alphabet soup, a War Production Board (WPB) was established to supplant
the Office of Production Management (OPM). (Better BYOB!)
Philippine forces attacked out of the Bataan Peninsula. After initial gains, the attack was repulsed.
Japanese forces broke through Indian defenders to cross the Slim River Bridge in Malaya, north of Singapore.
Japanese forces invaded Burma from Thailand at Tavoy.
The British protectorate over Aruba passed to the United States.
Incidental music to Shakespeare’s play Macbeth by William Walton was performed for the initial time, in the
Manchester Opera House.
Diversions on a Theme op.21 for piano-left hand and orchestra by Benjamin Britten was performed for the
initial time, at the Academy of Music in Philadelphia. Paul Wittgenstein was the soloist.
WORLD WAR II
January 17, Saturday: German forces captured Feodosia, Crimea.
Song of the West, a ballet by Roy Harris, was performed completely for the initial time, in HumphreyWeidman Studio Theater, New York.
While on duty in the Barents Sea, escorting convoy PQ-8 to Murmansk in northern Russia, the destroyer HMS
Matabele was struck by torpedoes from Kapitän-Leutnant Burckhard Hackländer’s German submarine U454.
Both its magazines blew up and within a couple of minutes the ship went under. Its floaters were then killed
when its depth charges began to detonate. Of its crew of 200 only two would get out of this alive (when U454
would be bombed and sunk in the Bay of Biscay, 32 of its crewmen would die and 14 live).
WORLD WAR II
January 18, Sunday: Germany, Italy, and Japan signed a new military pact in Berlin.
After having failed to capture Sevastopol, the German Wehrmacht returned to recapture Feodosia. They found
that while the Russian army had been in control of that city, wounded soldiers at the local hospitals had been
pushed out of the windows to make room for Russian wounded, and then water had been poured on the nearly
dead bodies so these wounded men would freeze to death. Underneath sea ice on the beach the Germans found
a number of bodies of their comrades, who had been thrown from a wall several metres high after having been
beaten and mutilated. Approximately 160 wounded German soldiers had been dealt with in such manners by
the Soviet troops but some dozen had survived by hiding in cellars.
WORLD WAR II
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January 19, Monday: Japanese forces occupied Sandakan, capital of the British colony of North Borneo. They also
completed their conquest of Tavoy, Thailand (Dawei, Thailand).
The Lady Hawkins, a 7,988-ton passenger/cargo ship of the Canadian National Steamship Company, was sunk
by 2 tin fish from German U-boat U66 (Korvette-Kapitän Richard Zapp) midway between Cape Hatteras and
Bermuda. The ship was carrying 212 passengers and 109 crewmen.

About 162 passengers died as did 88 crewmen. The steamship Coamo would rescue 71 from a lifeboat and
drop them off at San Juan, Puerto Rico. (This liner Coamo would later be itself torpedoed, on December 9,
1942, and would sink with the loss of 133 passengers and crewmen. U66 would be sunk on May 6, 1944 by
the destroyer escort USS Buckley, with 24 of its crew dying and 36 surviving.
WORLD WAR II
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January 20, Tuesday: Soviet troops captured Mozhaisk, west of Moscow.
The United States naval vessel PT-31 was damaged by grounding and sunk by United States forces in the
vicinity of the Philippine Islands, 14 degrees 45 minutes North, 120 degrees 13 minutes East.

The Japanese submarine I-124 was sunk by destroyer Edsall (DD-219) and three Australian corvettes off Port
Darwin, Australia.
SS Leader Reinhard Heydrich held a conference in the appropriated mansion of a Jew in Grossen-Wannsee,
a pricey suburb of East Berlin, to coordinate the “Final Solution (Endlösung) of the Jewish Question
(Judenfrage).” There were 15 Nazi bureaucrats in attendance including Herr Adolf Eichmann, chief of Jewish
affairs for the Reich Central Security Office (Reichssicherheitshauptamt)
ANTISEMITISM
WORLD WAR II
Stamp: Top Secret
30 copies
16th copy
Minutes of discussion.
I.
The following persons took part in the discussion about the final
solution of the Jewish question which took place in Berlin, am Grossen
Wannsee No. 56/58 on 20 January 1942.
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Gauleiter Dr. Meyer
and Reichsamtleiter
Dr. Leibbrandt

Reich Ministry for the Occupied
Eastern territories

Secretary of State Dr. Stuckart

Reich Ministry for the Interior

Secretary of State Neumann

Plenipotentiary for the
Four Year Plan

Secretary of State Dr. Freisler

Reich Ministry of Justice

Secretary of State Dr. Bühler

Office of the Government General

Under Secretary of State
Dr. Luther

Foreign Office

SS-Oberführer Klopfer

Party Chancellery

Ministerialdirektor Kritzinger

Reich Chancellery

SS-Gruppenführer Hofmann

Race and Settlement Main Office

SS-Gruppenführer Müller
SS-Obersturmbannführer Eichmann

Reich Main Security Office

SS-Oberführer Dr. Schöngarth
Commander of the Security Police
and the SD in the
Government General

Security Police and SD

SS-Sturmbannführer Dr. Lange
Security Police and SD
Commander of the Security Police
and the SD for the General-District
Latvia, as deputy of the Commander
of the Security Police and the SD
for the Reich Commissariat “Eastland”.
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II.
At the beginning of the discussion Chief of the Security Police and of
the SD, SS-Obergruppenführer Heydrich, reported that the Reich Marshal
had appointed him delegate for the preparations for the final solution of
the Jewish question in Europe and pointed out that this discussion had
been called for the purpose of clarifying fundamental questions. The wish
of the Reich Marshal to have a draft sent to him concerning
organizational, factual and material interests in relation to the final
solution of the Jewish question in Europe makes necessary an initial
common action of all central offices immediately concerned with these
questions in order to bring their general activities into line. The
Reichsführer-SS and the Chief of the German Police (Chief of the Security
Police and the SD) was entrusted with the official central handling of
the final solution of the Jewish question without regard to geographic
borders. The Chief of the Security Police and the SD then gave a short
report of the struggle which has been carried on thus far against this
enemy, the essential points being the following:
a) the expulsion of the Jews from every sphere of life of the German
people,
b) the expulsion of the Jews from the living space of the German people.
In carrying out these efforts, an increased and planned acceleration of
the emigration of the Jews from Reich territory was started, as the only
possible present solution.
By order of the Reich Marshal, a Reich Central Office for Jewish
Emigration was set up in January 1939 and the Chief of the Security
Police and SD was entrusted with the management. Its most important tasks
were
a) to make all necessary arrangements for the preparation for an
increased emigration of the Jews,
b) to direct the flow of emigration,
c) to speed the procedure of emigration in each individual case.
The aim of all this was to cleanse German living space of Jews in a legal
manner.
All the offices realized the drawbacks of such enforced accelerated
emigration. For the time being they had, however, tolerated it on account
of the lack of other possible solutions of the problem.
The work concerned with emigration was, later on, not only a German
problem, but also a problem with which the authorities of the countries
to which the flow of emigrants was being directed would have to deal.
Financial difficulties, such as the demand by various foreign
governments for increasing sums of money to be presented at the time of
the landing, the lack of shipping space, increasing restriction of entry
permits, or the cancelling of such, increased extraordinarily the
difficulties of emigration. In spite of these difficulties, 537,000 Jews
were sent out of the country between the takeover of power and the
deadline of 31 October 1941. Of these
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approximately 360,000 were in Germany proper on 30 January 1933
approximately 147,000 were in Austria (Ostmark) on 15 March 1939
approximately 30,000 were in the Protectorate of Bohemia and Moravia
on 15 March 1939.
The Jews themselves, or their Jewish political organizations, financed
the emigration. In order to avoid impoverished Jews' remaining behind,
the principle was followed that wealthy Jews have to finance the
emigration of poor Jews; this was arranged by imposing a suitable tax,
i.e., an emigration tax, which was used for financial arrangements in
connection with the emigration of poor Jews and was imposed according to
income.
Apart from the necessary Reichsmark exchange, foreign currency had to
presented at the time of landing. In order to save foreign exchange held
by Germany, the foreign Jewish financial organizations were - with the
help of Jewish organizations in Germany - made responsible for arranging
an adequate amount of foreign currency. Up to 30 October 1941, these
foreign Jews donated a total of around 9,500,000 dollars.
In the meantime the Reichsführer-SS and Chief of the German Police had
prohibited emigration of Jews due to the dangers of an emigration in
wartime and due to the possibilities of the East.
III.
Another possible solution of the problem has now taken the place of
emigration, i.e. the evacuation of the Jews to the East, provided that
the Führer gives the appropriate approval in advance.
These actions are, however, only to be considered provisional, but
practical experience is already being collected which is of the greatest
importance in relation to the future final solution of the Jewish
question.
Approximately 11 million Jews will be involved in the final solution of
the European Jewish question, distributed as follows among the
individual countries:
Country
A.

Germany proper
Austria
Eastern territories
General Government
Bialystok
Protectorate Bohemia and Moravia
Estonia
- free of Jews Latvia
Lithuania
Belgium
Denmark
France / occupied territory
unoccupied territory

Number
131,800
43,700
420,000
2,284,000
400,000
74,200
3,500
34,000
43,000
5,600
165,000
700,000
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Greece
Netherlands
Norway
B.

69,600
160,800
1,300

Bulgaria
England
Finland
Ireland
Italy including Sardinia
Albania
Croatia
Portugal
Rumania including Bessarabia
Sweden
Switzerland
Serbia
Slovakia
Spain
Turkey (European portion)
Hungary
USSR
Ukraine
White Russia
excluding Bialystok
Total

48,000
330,000
2,300
4,000
58,000
200
40,000
3,000
342,000
8,000
18,000
10,000
88,000
6,000
55,500
742,800
5,000,000
2,994,684
446,484
over

11,000,000

The number of Jews given here for foreign countries includes, however,
only those Jews who still adhere to the Jewish faith, since some
countries still do not have a definition of the term “Jew” according to
racial principles.
The handling of the problem in the individual countries will meet with
difficulties due to the attitude and outlook of the people there,
especially in Hungary and Rumania. Thus, for example, even today the Jew
can buy documents in Rumania that will officially prove his foreign
citizenship.
The influence of the Jews in all walks of life in the USSR is well known.
Approximately five million Jews live in the European part of the USSR, in
the Asian part scarcely 1/4 million.
The breakdown of Jews residing in the European part of the USSR according
to trades was approximately as follows:
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Agriculture
Urban workers
In trade
Employed by the state
In private occupations such as
medical profession, press, theater, etc.

9.1
14.8
20.0
23.4

%
%
%
%

32.7 %

Under proper guidance, in the course of the final solution the Jews are
to be allocated for appropriate labor in the East. Able-bodied Jews,
separated according to sex, will be taken in large work columns to these
areas for work on roads, in the course of which action doubtless a large
portion will be eliminated by natural causes.
The possible final remnant will, since it will undoubtedly consist of the
most resistant portion, have to be treated accordingly, because it is the
product of natural selection and would, if released, act as a the seed of
a new Jewish revival (see the experience of history.)
In the course of the practical execution of the final solution, Europe
will be combed through from west to east. Germany proper, including the
Protectorate of Bohemia and Moravia, will have to be handled first due to
the housing problem and additional social and political necessities.
The evacuated Jews will first be sent, group by group, to so-called
transit ghettos, from which they will be transported to the East.
SS-Obergruppenführer Heydrich went on to say that an important
prerequisite for the evacuation as such is the exact definition of the
persons involved.
It is not intended to evacuate Jews over 65 years old, but to send them
to an old-age ghetto - Theresienstadt is being considered for this
purpose.
In addition to these age groups
Germany proper and Austria on 31
65 years old - severely wounded
(Iron Cross I) will be accepted
expedient solution, in one fell
prevented.

- of the approximately 280,000 Jews in
October 1941, approximately 30% are over
veterans and Jews with war decorations
in the old-age ghettos. With this
swoop many interventions will be

The beginning of the individual larger evacuation actions will largely
depend on military developments. Regarding the handling of the final
solution in those European countries occupied and influenced by us, it
was proposed that the appropriate expert of the Foreign Office discuss
the matter with the responsible official of the Security Police and SD.
In Slovakia and Croatia the matter is no longer so difficult, since the
most substantial problems in this respect have already been brought near
a solution. In Rumania the government has in the meantime also appointed
a commissioner for Jewish affairs. In order to settle the question in
Hungary, it will soon be necessary to force an adviser for Jewish
questions onto the Hungarian government.
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With regard to taking up preparations for dealing with the problem in
Italy, SS-Obergruppenführer Heydrich considers it opportune to contact
the chief of police with a view to these problems.
In occupied and unoccupied France, the registration of Jews for
evacuation will in all probability proceed without great difficulty.
Under Secretary of State Luther calls attention in this matter to the
fact that in some countries, such as the Scandinavian states,
difficulties will arise if this problem is dealt with thoroughly and that
it will therefore be advisable to defer actions in these countries.
Besides, in view of the small numbers of Jews affected, this deferral
will not cause any substantial limitation.
The Foreign Office sees no great difficulties for southeast and western
Europe.
SS-Gruppenführer Hofmann plans to send an expert to Hungary from the Race
and Settlement Main Office for general orientation at the time when the
Chief of the Security Police and SD takes up the matter there. It was
decided to assign this expert from the Race and Settlement Main Office,
who will not work actively, as an assistant to the police attaché.
IV.
In the course of the final solution plans, the Nuremberg Laws should
provide a certain foundation, in which a prerequisite for the absolute
solution of the problem is also the solution to the problem of mixed
marriages and persons of mixed blood.
The Chief of the Security Police and the SD discusses the following
points, at first theoretically, in regard to a letter from the chief of
the Reich chancellery:
1) Treatment of Persons of Mixed Blood of the First Degree
Persons of mixed blood of the first degree will, as regards the final
solution of the Jewish question, be treated as Jews.
From this treatment the following exceptions will be made:
a) Persons of mixed blood of the first degree married to persons of
German blood if their marriage has resulted in children (persons of mixed
blood of the second degree). These persons of mixed blood of the second
degree are to be treated essentially as Germans.
b) Persons of mixed blood of the first degree, for whom the highest
offices of the Party and State have already issued exemption permits in
any sphere of life. Each individual case must be examined, and it is not
ruled out that the decision may be made to the detriment of the person of
mixed blood.
The prerequisite for any exemption must always be the personal merit of
the person of mixed blood. (Not the merit of the parent or spouse of
German blood.)
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Persons of mixed blood of the first degree who are exempted from
evacuation will be sterilized in order to prevent any offspring and to
eliminate the problem of persons of mixed blood once and for all. Such
sterilization will be voluntary. But it is required to remain in the
Reich. The sterilized “person of mixed blood” is thereafter free of all
restrictions to which he was previously subjected.
2) Treatment of Persons of Mixed Blood of the Second Degree
Persons of mixed blood of the second degree will be treated fundamentally
as persons of German blood, with the exception of the following cases, in
which the persons of mixed blood of the second degree will be considered
as Jews:
a) The person of mixed blood of the second degree was born of a marriage
in which both parents are persons of mixed blood.
b) The person of mixed blood of the second degree has a racially
especially undesirable appearance that marks him outwardly as a Jew.
c) The person of mixed blood of the second degree has a particularly bad
police and political record that shows that he feels and behaves like a
Jew.
Also in these cases exemptions should not be made if the person of mixed
blood of the second degree has married a person of German blood.
3) Marriages between Full Jews and Persons of German Blood.
Here it must be decided from case to case whether the Jewish partner will
be evacuated or whether, with regard to the effects of such a step on the
German relatives, [this mixed marriage] should be sent to an old-age
ghetto.
4) Marriages between Persons of Mixed Blood of the First Degree and
Persons of German Blood.
a) Without Children.
If no children have resulted from the marriage, the person of mixed blood
of the first degree will be evacuated or sent to an old-age ghetto (same
treatment as in the case of marriages between full Jews and persons of
German blood, point 3.)
b) With Children.
If children have resulted from the marriage (persons of mixed blood of
the second degree), they will, if they are to be treated as Jews, be
evacuated or sent to a ghetto along with the parent of mixed blood of the
first degree. If these children are to be treated as Germans (regular
cases), they are exempted from evacuation as is therefore the parent of
mixed blood of the first degree.
5) Marriages between Persons of Mixed Blood of the First Degree and
Persons of Mixed Blood of the First Degree or Jews.
In these marriages (including the children) all members of the family
will be treated as Jews and therefore be evacuated or sent to an old-age
ghetto.
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6) Marriages between Persons of Mixed Blood of the First Degree and
Persons of Mixed Blood of the Second Degree.
In these marriages both partners will be evacuated or sent to an old-age
ghetto without consideration of whether the marriage has produced
children, since possible children will as a rule have stronger Jewish
blood than the Jewish person of mixed blood of the second degree.
SS-Gruppenführer Hofmann advocates the opinion that sterilization will
have to be widely used, since the person of mixed blood who is given the
choice whether he will be evacuated or sterilized would rather undergo
sterilization.
State Secretary Dr. Stuckart maintains that carrying out in practice of
the just mentioned possibilities for solving the problem of mixed
marriages and persons of mixed blood will create endless administrative
work. In the second place, as the biological facts cannot be disregarded
in any case, State Secretary Dr. Stuckart proposed proceeding to forced
sterilization.
Furthermore, to simplify the problem of mixed marriages possibilities
must be considered with the goal of the legislator saying something like:
“These marriages have been dissolved.”
With regard to the issue of the effect of the evacuation of Jews on the
economy, State Secretary Neumann stated that Jews who are working in
industries vital to the war effort, provided that no replacements are
available, cannot be evacuated.
SS-Obergruppenführer Heydrich indicated that these Jews would not be
evacuated according to the rules he had approved for carrying out the
evacuations then underway.
State Secretary Dr. Bühler stated that the General Government would
welcome it if the final solution of this problem could be begun in the
General Government, since on the one hand transportation does not play
such a large role here nor would problems of labor supply hamper this
action. Jews must be removed from the territory of the General Government
as quickly as possible, since it is especially here that the Jew as an
epidemic carrier represents an extreme danger and on the other hand he is
causing permanent chaos in the economic structure of the country through
continued black market dealings. Moreover, of the approximately 2 1/2
million Jews concerned, the majority is unfit for work.
State Secretary Dr. Bühler stated further that the solution to the Jewish
question in the General Government is the responsibility of the Chief of
the Security Police and the SD and that his efforts would be supported by
the officials of the General Government. He had only one request, to
solve the Jewish question in this area as quickly as possible.
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In conclusion the different types of possible solutions were discussed,
during which discussion both Gauleiter Dr. Meyer and State Secretary Dr.
Bühler took the position that certain preparatory activities for the
final solution should be carried out immediately in the territories in
question, in which process alarming the populace must be avoided.
The meeting was closed with the request of the Chief of the Security
Police and the SD to the participants that they afford him appropriate
support during the carrying out of the tasks involved in the solution.
January 21, Wednesday: Japanese forces entered the South China Sea, cutting off many American troops.
Japanese airplanes bombed Singapore.
Rommel’s German and Italian counter-offensive from El Agheila (Al’Uqaylah) in Libya began. Allied forces
would be driven halfway from Benghazi to Tobruk (Tubruq).
Over the next three days, the Hungarian Army murdered 2,000 Serbs and 1,000 Jews in Novi Sad, Vojvodina.
The Jews of Vilna created the Fareynegte Partizaner Organizatsye (United Partisan Organization).
ANTISEMITISM
United States naval vessels sunk: Submarine S-36, damaged by grounding on the previous day and sunk by
United States forces, Makassar Strait, Netherlands East Indies. United States naval vessels damaged: Light
cruiser Boise (CL-47), by grounding, Sape Strait, Netherlands East Indies
WORLD WAR II
January 22, Thursday: Incidental music to Pogodin’s play The Kremlin Chimes by Aram Khachaturian was performed
for the initial time, in Saratov.
William Schuman’s Symphony no.4 was performed for the initial time, in Cleveland.
German forces took Agedabia (Ajdabiya) in Libya.
Allied forces evacuated Lae and Salamaua, New Guinea. Japanese reinforcements landed in the Subic Bay
area of the Philippine Islands and occupied Mussau Island in the Bismarck Archipelago.
A company of 161 Australian and Indian POWs had been interned in a large wooden building at Parit Sulong
in Malaysia. In the late afternoon they were ordered by the Japanese to assemble at the rear of a row of
damaged shops nearby, the pretext being a promise of medical treatment and food, those who were able to do
so carrying the wounded. When these POWs were sitting or lying at this assembly point, however, out of the
back rooms of these wrecked shops three machine-guns opened fire on them. When the firing ceased, the
Japanese bayoneted those bodies still showing signs of life. To dispose of the bodies, the row of shops was
blown up and the debris bulldozed into a pile, on top of which the corpses were placed. After 60 gallons of
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gasoline had been splashed on the pile, a flaming torch was thrown on. By midnight the pile had reduced itself
to two feet of gray ash. (The perpetrator, Lieutenant-General Takuma Nishimura, would be convicted by a
British military tribunal of having commanded unrelated massacres in Singapore and would be sentenced on
April 2, 1947 to life imprisonment. After serving four years in prison, he would be in process of being
transferred to Tokyo to serve out the balance of this life sentence when the ship carrying him would stop briefly
at Hong Kong and the Australian military police would use the opportunity to seize him there and return him
to Manus Island for another trial, this one before an Australian military court. He would hang on June 11,
1951.)
WORLD WAR II
The following headline appeared in The Los Angeles Times:

REPRESENTATIVE FORD WANTS ALL COAST JAPS IN CAMPS.
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January 23, Friday: Concerto da camera for violin, strings, piano and timpani by Bohuslav Martinu was performed for
the initial time, in Basel.
The Japanese landed at Kieta on Bougainville in the Solomon Islands.

Japanese landed at Balikpapan, Borneo. Japanese forces seized control of Kavieng, and Rabaul on the island
of New Britain in the northern Solomon Islands. On Rabaul they took the garrison of a thousand Australians.
Those surviving the attack were killed after they surrendered. In the 3-month period from February into April
of this year, the Japanese would be developing Rabaul into a major military installation with many naval and
air components.
At a meeting of foreign ministers of 21 American republics in Rio de Janeiro, a resolution was adopted
unanimously urging all governments in the Western Hemisphere to sever their relations with Germany, Italy,
and Japan. A clause making it compulsory was removed, at the insistence of Argentina.
The Red Army took Kholm from the Germans, northwest of Moscow.
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Near the town of Ujvidek in the Hungarian-occupied portion of Yugoslavia, local partisans killed 17
Hungarian soldiers. The commander of the occupation sent his forces to retaliate against this town.
The Hungarian soldiers and the Arrow Cross militia rounded up 550 local Jews and 292 Serbs and forced them
onto the frozen Danube at Nova Sad until their collective weight caused them to plunge through the ice and
drown.

Over a 6-day period 2,467 other Serbs, Jews, and anti-fascist Magyars would be massacred. When, later,
General Ferenc Teketehalmi-Czeydner would face a court-martial for his leadership of the occupation, all such
charges against him would be quashed by Admiral Horthy, head of state.
ANTISEMITISM
United States Oiler Neches (AO-5) was sunk by Japanese submarine torpedo off the Hawaiian Islands, at
21 degrees 1 minute North, 160 degrees 6 minutes West.106
WORLD WAR II

January 24, Saturday: Defeat having no friends, a five-man presidential commission delivered the foregone
conclusion that the disaster at Pearl Harbor had been due to “dereliction of duty” and “errors of judgement”
by the two commanders immediately in charge in Hawaii, Admiral Husband E. Kimmel and Lt. General Walter
C. Short (these two commanders had already been relieved of their responsibilities, on December 17th, in
anticipation of this necessary judgment).
A Soviet offensive against German forces south of Kharkov crossed the Donets River and took Barvenkovo.
Battle of Balikpapan (Battle of Makassar Strait): Japanese Borneo invasion convoy underwent night torpedo
attack off Balikpapan, Borneo, by destroyer division (Commander P.H. Talbot) composed of Parrott (DD-

106. My cold-blooded intent here is to characterize the period of our 2d world war as what it was. It was a convulsion of helplessness
beyond anything humankind had to that point experienced. I will attempt to forego sympathy and access the affect of helpless people
on the various sinking ships at sea –torpedoed or whatever, waiting for their collective fate to engulf them– merely to assist in
depicting the general helplessness of such a spasm.
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218), Pope (DD-225), John. D. Ford (DD-228), and Paul Jones (DD-230); four enemy transports and a patrol
craft were sunk. Japanese landed at Kendari, Celebes; Kavieng, New Ireland.
American and Philippine forces retreated south from the Abucay Line to new defensive positions on Bataan.
Japanese troops landed behind the US-Philippine line at Point Longoskayan.
United States Submarine S-26 sank after a collision with submarine chaser PC-460 in the Gulf of Panama.
United States Destroyer John D. Ford (DD-228) was damaged by naval gunfire in the vicinity of the
Netherlands East Indies, 12 degrees 0 seconds South, 117 degrees 1 minute East.
Japanese Patrol Boat No. 37 was sunk by surface craft in the Makassar Strait, Netherlands East Indies, 0
degrees 10 minutes North, 118 degrees 0 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
January 25, Sunday: Henry Cowell’s Little Concerto for piano and band, an arrangement of movements 3-5 of the
composer’s Suite for Piano and Strings, was performed for the initial time, in West Point, New York, with the
composer himself at the keyboard.
At a conference of foreign ministers in Rio de Janeiro, Peru and Ecuador settled their border dispute. Bolivia
and Paraguay severed diplomatic relations with Germany, Italy, and Japan.
Soviet forces captured Lozovaya, south of Kharkov, from German forces.
The German destroyer Bruno Heinemann was in the English Channel enroute to a French port when it struck
two mines and sank with the loss of 93.107
Thailand declared war on Great Britain and the United States. Great Britain declared war on Thailand.
A Japanese submarine shelled Midway Island. Japanese troops landed at Lae, Northeast New Guinea. Allied
forces abandon their last defensive position in Malaya, Batu Pahat, northwest of Singapore.
The following headline raising public apprehension about a putative Japanese invasion of the North American
continent appeared in The Los Angeles Times:

NEW WEST COAST RAIDS FEARED.
107. At a first order of approximation there seems to be a remarkable similarity between fighting at sea and feeding fish.
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Unidentified Flares and Blinker Lights
Ashore Worry Naval Officials.
WORLD WAR II
January 26, Monday: The First United States Expeditionary Force to Europe in World War II arrived in Northern
Ireland: “overfed, oversexed, and over here,” as the Brits would become rather fond of remarking.
The following headline raising public apprehension about a putative Japanese invasion of the North American
continent appeared in The Los Angeles Times:

OLSEN SAYS WAR MAY HIT STATE.
Shift of Combat to California Possible, Governor Declares.
WORLD WAR II

January 27, Tuesday: Submarine Seawolf (SS-197) delivers ammunition to Corregidor, Philippine Islands and
evacuates Naval and Army pilots. Naval Air Station, Puunene, Maui was established.
Japanese submarine sunk: I-173, by submarine Gudgeon (SS-211), Central Pacific area, 28 degrees 24 minutes
North, 178 degrees 35 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
January 28, Wednesday: The 3d Conference of Foreign Ministers of the American Republics, in session in Rio de
Janeiro since 15 January, was concluded. Brazil severed all relations with Germany, Italy, and Japan.
Japanese landed on Rossel Island off New Guinea.
The following headline appeared in The Los Angeles Times:

EVICTION OF JAP ALIENS SOUGHT.
Immediate Removal of Nipponese Near Harbor
and Defense Areas Urged by Southland Officials.
WORLD WAR II
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January 29, Thursday: Japanese forces landed at Badoeng Island and Mampawan, Celebes.
US and Philippine troops eliminated the Japanese bridgehead on Point Longoskayan, Bataan.
Ezra Pound resented as racist the post-Pearl Harbor attacks on the Japanese by the Allies: “A BBC
commentator somewhere about January 8 was telling his presumably music hall audience the Japs were
jackals, and that they had just recently, I think he said within living men’s lifetime, emerged from barbarism.
I don’t know what patriotic end you think, or he thinks, or the British authorities think is served by such fetid
ignorance.” The poet may have been right about this, for on this day the United States Department of Justice
was announcing the existence of West Coast exclusion zones, and expressing confidence that this would
receive the cooperation of the entire public including the enemy aliens involved. “Their exclusion from the
prohibited areas not only will aid national defense but also will protect the aliens themselves. The Attorney
General emphasized that, in the interests of an efficient and speedy solution of the problem, local officials and
the public at large should leave this complicated program in the hands of the Federal Government and should
not take conflicting actions which might impede the program.” Thomas Clark had been appointed by the
Attorney General as Coordinator of the Alien Enemy Control program for the Western Defense Command and
charged with execution of the plan.
Soviet troops captured Sukhinichi from German forces, southwest of Moscow.
German forces took Benghazi, Libya.
The foreign ministers of Ecuador and Peru signed a treaty ending their 125-year-old border dispute. Ecuador
broke off relations with Germany, Italy, and Japan.
Off Iceland, United States Coast Guard Cutter Alexander Hamilton (PG-34) was sunk by a torpedo from a
German submarine.
WORLD WAR II
January 30, Friday:The Finale from New Dance op.18b for orchestra by Wallingford Riegger was performed for the
initial time, in Pittsburgh.
Japanese forces captured Moulmein, Burma (Mawlamyine, Myanmar).
Ten days after the Wannsee Conference had plotted the extermination of 6,000,000 people, Führer Adolf
Hitler commented about a warning he had issued before the Reichstag on September 1st, 1939:
I predicted on September the 1st 1939 before the German
Reichstag, and I am careful to refrain from rash prophesies,
that this war will not end the way the Jews would have it, namely
with the extermination of all European and Aryan peoples, but
the result of this war will be the annihilation of the Jewish
race.
WORLD WAR II

Fourth Act
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(written in January, 1942)
Because you are simple people, kindly and romantic, and set your trust in a leader and believed lies;
Because you are humble, and over-valued the rat-run historical tombs of Europe: you have been betrayed
A second time into folly. Now fight, be valiant; be cruel, bloody and merciless, quit you like men.
To fight in a needless war is evil, evil the valor, evil the victory: — to be beaten would be worse.
But fear not that, the little land-frontiered nations are out of date, the island-empires dissolve;
Only solid continents now can support the oceans of bombers, the enormous globe of the sky.
It is scene two act four of the tragic farce The Political Animal. Its hero reaches his apogee
And ravages the whole planet; not even the insects, only perhaps bacteria, were ever so powerful.
Not a good play, but you can see the author’s intention: to disgust and shock. The tragic theme
Is patriotism; the clowning is massacre. He wishes to turn humanity outward from its obsession
In humanity, a riveder le stelle. He will have to pile on horrors; he will not convince you
In a thousand years: but the whole affair is only a hare-brained episode in the life of the planet.
— Robinson Jeffers

January 31, Saturday: The Office of Procurement and Material (OP&M) was established in the Office of the Under
Secretary of the Navy, with Vice Admiral S.M. Robinson becoming the 1st director.
Japanese forces captured Ambon Island in the Moluccas, almost wiping out the Australian defenders.
Remaining Allied troops (Britain-India-Australia) in Malaya completed their retreat onto Singapore, and the
connecting causeway with the mainland was destroyed.
The British destroyer HMS Belmont (which in a previous existence had been the USS Satterlee), while
escorting Convoy NA-2 to Britain, was torpedoed by Kapitän-Leutnant Siegfried Rollman’s German
submarine U82 southwest of Nova Scotia. All 138 aboard, including Lieutenant Commander G.B. Harding,
died. (On February 6, 1942, when the U82 would encounter Convoy OS-18 enroute to the United Kingdom
from Sierra Leone and be sunk by the escorts Tamarisk and Rochester, all 45 aboard would die.)108
WORLD WAR II

108. That those who live by the sword will die by the sword is of course a mere rule of thumb, so there have been some notable
exceptions — but as rules of thumb go this one seems fairly accurate.

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

WORLD WAR II

WWII

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE
FEBRUARY 1942
February: During the initial 7 months of the Russian campaign substantially more than 3,000,000 Soviet soldiers had
surrendered to the German army. By this point only 1,020,531 remained alive. Some 2,000,000 of these had
died of starvation and cold during their forced march to the rear under guard, a march of up to 400 kilometers,
or had starved in their POW cages, having consumed the last blade of grass they could reach through the wire.
There had been quite a bit of cannibalism of dead bodies. When a dead dog was tossed over the perimeter
fence, a feeding frenzy ensued as they struggled among one another to tear it to pieces and devour it in raw
chunks. In one camp the Soviet POWs managed to catch and consume an inadequately cautious German
guard!
WORLD WAR II
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February 1, Sunday: A Christmas Carol, a song by Charles Ives to his own words, was performed for the initial time,
in Los Angeles.
The last 38 Jews and Romani in Loknya were murdered.
ANTISEMITISM
Two US carrier task forces (under Vice Admiral W.F. Halsey and Rear Admiral F.J. Fletcher respectively) and
a bombardment group (under Rear Admiral R.A. Spruance), totaling 2 aircraft carriers, 5 cruisers, and 10
destroyers, raided Japanese positions on Kwajalein, Wotje, Maloelap, Jaluit, and Mili in the Marshall Islands
and on Makin in the Gilbert Islands.

Japanese forces took Pontianak on the west coast of Borneo. Meanwhile, a Japanese landing attempt on
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southwest Bataan in the Philippine Islands was being repulsed by motor torpedo boats and Army aircraft.
In Australia, United States Naval Base, Sydney was established.
In the British West Indies and British Guiana, United States Naval Air Stations, St. Lucia, and United States
Naval Auxiliary Air Facility, Antigua were established.
The Seventh Naval District, with headquarters at Key West, Florida was reactivated.
United States naval vessels damaged:
•
•

Carrier Enterprise (CV-6), by suicide bomber, Marshall-Gilberts raid, 10 degrees 33 minutes North,
171 degrees 53 minutes East.
Heavy cruiser Chester (CA-27), by dive bomber, Marshall-Gilberts raid, 08 degrees 45 minutes
North, 171 degrees 33 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II

February 2, Monday: Japanese naval vessel sunk: Minesweeper #9, by mine, Netherlands East Indies area, 3 degrees
42 minutes South, 128 degrees 10 minutes East.
What was the American tradition? According to Ezra Pound: “The determination of our forbears to set up and
maintain in the North American continent a government better than any other. The determination to govern
ourselves internally, better than any other nation on earth. The idea of Washington, Jefferson, Monroe, to keep
out of foreign shindies.”109
The following headline, and commentary about the remorselessness of accidents, appeared in The Los Angeles
Times:

THE QUESTION OF JAPANESE-AMERICANS
by W. H. Anderson
Perhaps the most difficult and delicate question that
confronts our powers that be is the handling —the safe
and proper treatment— of our American-born Japanese,
our Japanese-American citizens by the accident of
birth. But who are Japanese nevertheless. A viper is
nonetheless a viper wherever the egg is hatched.
WORLD WAR II
CALIFORNIA
TIMELINE OF ACCIDENTS

109. In response to media claims that he was a fascist propagandist Pound would say the following in an undated script from the
1942 period:

If anybody can find anything hostile to the Constitution of the
U.S.A. in these speeches, it would greatly interest me to know
what. It may be bizarre, eccentric, quaint, old-fashioned of me
to refer to that document, but I wish more Americans would at
least read it. It is not light and easy reading but it contains
several points of interest, whereby some of our present
officials could, if they but would, profit greatly.
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February 3, Tuesday: Ezra Pound told his radio audience that the United States had, “with unspeakable vulgarity ...
insulted the most finely tempered people on earth [the Japanese], threatening them with starvation, threatening
them with encirclement and telling them they were too low down to fight.” This was what, he said, had brought
about the attack at Pearl Harbor and consequent American intervention in the world war.
In Washington DC, President Roosevelt was relying heavily upon the recommendations of Secretary of War
Henry L. Stimson as he implemented Executive Order 9066, and Stimson was relying upon the Commanding
General of the Western Defense Command, Lieutenant General John L. DeWitt, who had responsibility for the
security of our West Coast. The justification for the evacuation of Japanese American citizens from that
coastline was, allegedly, military necessity, but it would become all too clear later that this had been a mere
cover story for racism:
In the war in which we are now engaged racial affinities are not
severed by migration. The Japanese race is an enemy race and
while many second and third generation Japanese born on United
State soil, possessed of United States citizenship, have become
“Americanized,” the racial strains are undiluted. To conclude
otherwise is to expect that children born of white parents on
Japanese soil sever all racial affinity and become loyal
Japanese subjects, ready to fight and, if necessary, to die for
Japan in a war against the nation of their parents. That Japan
is allied with Germany and Italy in this struggle is not ground
for assuming that any Japanese, barred from assimilation by
convention as he is, though born and raised in the United States,
will not turn against this nation when the final test of loyalty
comes. It, therefore, follows that along the vital Pacific Coast
over 112,000 potential enemies, of Japanese extraction, are at
large today. There are indications that these were organized and
ready for concerted action at a favorable opportunity. The very
fact that no sabotage has taken place to date is a disturbing
and confirming indication that such action will be taken.
Let us linger upon the above, and parse it: had there been instances of sabotage along our Western coastline,
that would have been evidence that these Japanese American race enemies were race enemies, but the fact that
there had not been a single instance of such sabotage amounted to proof positive that these Japanese American
race enemies were race enemies. Yes, this is the way the racist’s mind works!
The South East London Tribunal at Lambeth required the composer Michael Tippett to perform military tasks
of a non-combat nature, refusing his request for conscientious objector status (he would appeal against this).
It was announced the Arnold Bax has been appointed Master of the King’s Music.
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Submarine Trout (SS-202) delivers ammunition to Corregidor, Philippine Islands and removes gold, silver,
securities, and mail. The Japanese bombed Surabaya, Java, Netherlands East Indies. Japanese planes attacked
Port Moresby, Papua.
Japanese soldiers landed from five barges on the shore of Henry Reid Bay, an indent on Wide Bay near the Tol
and Waitavalo plantations, and immediately set out to round up various Australian fugitives who had been
hiding out in the surrounding jungle.
The following headlines appeared in The Los Angeles Times:

CALIFORNIANS SEEK MORE ALIEN CURBS.
Washington and Oregon Members of Congress
Join in Plea for Expansion of Program.
AMERICAN JAPS REMOVAL URGED.
Internment of All Dual Citizens
Asked by [LA] County Defense Council.
WORLD WAR II
CALIFORNIA
February 4, Wednesday: All 100 Jewish residents of Rakov, near Minsk, were killed.
ANTISEMITISM
On the evening and morning of January 22/23rd some 17,000-20,000 Japanese soldiers had landed at Rabaul
on the island of New Britain., and on February 3rd five bargefulls had been unloaded on the shore of Henry
Reid Bay. The first 10 Australian fugitives to be hunted down by the 3rd Battalion of the 144th Japanese
Infantry Regiment were immediately bayoneted. The hands of those who surrendered were bound together,
their identity discs and other personal items were removed, and they were taken in groups of 10 or 12 into the
bush on the Tol Plantation and shot or bayoneted. At nearby Waitavalo plantation 35 prisoners were shot from
behind after which the Japanese threw palm fronds over the bodies. Six men would survive this wave of
killings. When the Australian 2/14th Battalion would return to this area in April 1945, they would discover a
number of areas that were littered with bleached human bones, adding up to 157 Australian soldiers. (When
the commander of the unit responsible, Colonel Masao Kusunose, would be tracked down on December 17,
1946, he would be found to be already deceased — having starved himself.)110

110. That those who live by the sword will die by the sword is of course a mere rule of thumb, so there have been some notable
exceptions — but as rules of thumb go this one seems fairly accurate.
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Japanese aircraft bombed an allied force (Rear Admiral K.W.F.M. Doorman, Royal Netherlands Navy) of 4
cruisers and accompanying destroyers attempting transit of Madoera Strait to attack Japanese Borneo invasion
fleet; 2 United States cruisers and 1 Netherlands cruiser were damaged. Submarine Seadragon (SS-194)
evacuates certain military personnel and material from Corregidor, Philippine Islands. Asiatic Fleet (Admiral
T.C. Hart) cease to exist organizationally (not formally abolished). Units of Asiatic Fleet were organized into
Southwest Pacific Force (Vice Admiral W.A. Glassford). Australian-New Zealand naval command was
established (Vice Admiral H.F. Leary, USN).
The following headline appeared in The Los Angeles Times:

VENTURA COUNTY URGES
REMOVAL OF ALL JAPANESE.
Supervisor Demands Drastic Measures
in Seeking Evacuation From Coast Area.
CALIFORNIA
United States naval vessels damaged: Heavy Cruiser Houston (CA-30) and light cruiser Marblehead (CL-12),
by horizontal bombers, Madoera Strait, Borneo, 7 degrees 23 minutes South, 115 degrees 47 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
February 5, Thursday: United States Naval Operating Base, Londonderry, Northern Ireland, was established.
Director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation J. Edgar Hoover communicated with the United States State
Department about the visit to the United States of America of Sir Peter Neville Luard Pears, an English tenor
who was a homosexual Quaker conscientious objector. There seems to have been something about this visiting
singer that made the FBI man uneasy.
Incantation and Dance for oboe and piano by William Grant Still was performed for the initial time, in Elmira
College Chapel, New York.
The National Naval Medical Center was established at Bethesda, Maryland. (I, 2d Lieutenant Ashley Edward
Meredith, would receive mandatory cosmetic surgery there in 1962 at government expense — because my
commanding officer at Marine Corps Schools – Quantico was offended by my appearance in the United States
Marine Corps uniform.)
ASSLEY
The following headline appeared in The Los Angeles Times:

LOYAL JAPS MUST AID FIGHT
AGAINST SABOTAGE, SAYS OLSON.
Governor Asserts Action Will be Taken
to Curb Spy and Fifth Columnist Activities.
WORLD WAR II
CALIFORNIA
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February 6, Friday: Henry Petroski was born in Brooklyn, New York. He would be raised in Park Slope and Cambria
Heights, Queens.
The United States and Britain established the Combined Chiefs of Staff (CCS).
Naval Coastal Frontiers redesignated Sea Frontiers: Eastern Gulf, Caribbean, Panama, Hawaiian, Northwest,
Western, Philippine.
Japanese reinforcements were landed at Lingayen Gulf, Philippine Islands.
The following two headlines appeared in The Los Angeles Times:

JAPANESE HERE SENT
VITAL DATA TO TOKYO.
American-Born Nipponese Had Powerful Radios
to Transmit Messages, Dies [Chairman, House
Un-American Activities Committee] Will Disclose.
CALIFORNIA

BOWRON ASKS REMOVAL
OF ALL JAPANESE INLAND.
Mayor would Establish Both Alien and
Native-Born Hundreds of Miles From Coast.
WORLD WAR II
February 7, Saturday: Naval Forces Southwest Pacific Area (Vice Admiral W.A. Glassford, USN) established its
headquarters at Tjilatjap, Java.
The War Shipping Administration was established.
The Axis advance in Libya halted at Gazala.
The following headline appeared in The Los Angeles Times:

ARMY ORDERS SABOTAGE ALERT HERE.
Warning Issued for All California.
City Placed on Air Raid Alert.
WORLD WAR II
CALIFORNIA
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February 8, Sunday: Danses concertantes for chamber orchestra by Igor Stravinsky was performed for the initial time,
in the Wilshire Ebell Theater, Los Angeles, conducted by the composer himself.
Japanese forces invaded Singapore against Australian troops guarding the west side of the island.
A Japanese submarine shelled Midway Island.
Japanese troops ere landed at Gasmata, New Britain.
Japanese naval vessel sunk: Destroyer Natsushio, by submarine S-37, Makassar Strait, Netherlands East
Indies area, 5 degrees 10 minutes South, 119 degrees 24 minutes East
The following headline appeared in The Los Angeles Times:

ALIEN ISOLATION PLEA MISUNDERSTOOD.
Washington Seems to Feel Coast is Panicky;
All Necessary Measures Have Been Taken.
WORLD WAR II
CALIFORNIA
February 9, Monday: Twenty days after the Wannsee Conference had plotted the extermination of 6,000,000 people,
Führer Adolf Hitler orated in one of his radio broadcasts that:
The Jews will be liquidated for at least a thousand years.
ANTISEMITISM
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The New York chapter of the National Lawyers Guild and the National Federation for Constitutional Liberties
and the American Civil Liberties Union of New York petitioned the US House of Representatives to disband
its Un-American Activities Committee on account of its members’ “pro-Axis leanings” and “unsavory
record.”
UNAMERICANISM
Pursuant to the War Time Act passed on January 20th, the United States of America went on year-round
daylight savings time — which was henceforward to be known as “war time.”
Transport Lafayette (AP-53), formerly the French liner Normandie, burned at its New York pier.
Rear Admiral E.S. Land was appointed Director of War Shipping Administration.
Admiral W.H. Standley, USN (Ret.), was named ambassador to Russia.
The Japanese landed at Singapore Island.
Japanese aircraft bombed Batavia (Jakarta), Surabaya, and Malang, Java.
WORLD WAR II
February 10, Tuesday: Japanese forces captured Ujungpandang, Sulawesi.
Japanese troops crossed the River Salween near Martaban, Burma (Myanmar).
WORLD WAR II

February 11, Wednesday: United States troops arrived at Curacao and Aruba, Netherlands West Indies.
WORLD WAR II
February 12, Thursday: William Walton received an honorary doctorate from Oxford University.
Grant Wood died in Iowa City at the age of 50.
The following headline appeared in The Los Angeles Times:

MILITARY CONTROL OF ALIENS ADVOCATED.
Defense Council Wants Army and Navy
to Police Foreigners in Combat Zones.
WORLD WAR II
JAPANESE
CALIFORNIA
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February 13, Friday: The Allies evacuated 3,000 important persons from Singapore. Almost all of them were killed
or captured at sea by the Japanese.
Japanese forces captured Bandjermasin (Banjarmasin) on the southern coast of Borneo.
The following headline appeared in The Los Angeles Times:

LINCOLN WOULD INTERN JAPS.
[Mayor] Bowron Says Civil War President
Would Move Aliens If In Office Today.

THIS DEAD WHITE MAN WOULD
HAVE DONE THE DIRTY DEED

JAPANESE
CALIFORNIA
ABRAHAM LINCOLN
US CIVIL WAR
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The following Walter Lippmann byline appeared:

THE FIFTH COLUMN ON THE COAST
The enemy alien problem on the Pacific Coast, or much more
accurately, the fifth column problem, is very serious and it is
very special.... The peculiar danger of the Pacific Coast is in
a Japanese raid accompanied by enemy action inside American
territory.... It is the fact that the Japanese navy has been
reconnoitering the Pacific Coast more or less continually and
for a considerable period of time, testing and feeling out the
American defenses. It is the fact that communication takes place
between the enemy at sea and enemy agents on land. These are
facts which we shall ignore or minimize at our peril. It is the
fact that since the outbreak of the Japanese war there has been
no important sabotage on the Pacific Coast. From what we know
about Hawaii and about the fifth column in Europe, this is not,
as some have liked to think, a sign that there is nothing to be
feared. It is a sign that the blow is well organized and that
it is held back until it can be struck with maximum effect....
The Pacific Coast is officially a combat zone; some part of it
may at any moment be a battlefield. Nobody’s constitutional
rights include the right to reside and do business on a
battlefield. And nobody ought to be on a battlefield who has no
good reason for being there.
WORLD WAR II
February 14, Saturday, Valentine’s Day: On board the SS Vyner Brooke were 65 Australian Army nurses who, together
with other civilian women and children, made up a party of 300-odd evacuees from Singapore. In the Banka
Strait (a narrow strip of water between the islands of Banka and Sumatra) the ship was sunk by Japanese
planes. A few lifeboats managed to reach the mangrove-lined shore of Banka Island. There they received
advice from some islanders that they needed to give themselves up to the Japanese as there was no prospect
either of their escaping or of their evading detection. That night another lifeboat arrived on this shore,
containing some 30-40 British servicemen from another sunken vessel. The civilian women, some of the
nurses, and the children, then set out to walk to present themselves at the nearest Japanese compound. When
the Japanese arrived at the beach they first escorted the men into the jungle. When the Japanese came back out
of the jungle they ordered the remaining 22 nurses to wade into the sea and machined-gunned them. Of the 65
nurses from the Vyner Brooke, 12 had drowned, 21 had been machine-gunned in the shallows at Radji Beach,
and 32 had been put in a prison in Muntok before being shipped to Palembang in southern Sumatra for 3 1/2
years of wartime privation. There was one survivor of the events at the beach, Sister Vivian Bulwinkle (19152000), who reached the island’s Japanese Naval Headquarters and found work there in the hospital. For more
than three years, to protect her life, she needed to keep secret her guilty knowledge of these events.111
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Submarine Sago (SS-188) delivered ammunition to Polloc Harbor, Mindanao, Philippine Islands and
evacuated certain military personnel.
Admiral T.C. Hart, US Navy, was relieved as Commander in Chief Allied Naval Forces in Southwest Pacific
by Vice Admiral C.E.L. Helfrich, Royal Netherlands Navy.
Japanese forces invaded Sumatra at Palembang.
All able-bodied Soviet men aged 16-65 were mobilized.
Most Polish underground groups unite in the Home Army.
Japanese paratroopers dropped on Palembang, Sumatra.
The following headline appeared in The Los Angeles Times:

DANGER IN DELAYING JAP REMOVAL CITED.
Congress Warned Speed Necessary to Prevent
Widespread Sabotage Attempts on West Coast.
WORLD WAR II
CALIFORNIA

111. At a first order of approximation there seems to be a remarkable similarity between fighting at sea and feeding fish.
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February 15, Sunday: When Johnny Comes Marching Home for band by Roy Harris was performed publicly for the
initial time, in Mandel Hall at the University of Chicago. 62,000 Allied (Britain-India-Australia-Malaya)
defenders remaining on Singapore surrender unconditionally to the Japanese.
Indian forces in Burma retreated west of the River Bilin.
Since January 9th, 10,000 Jews had been murdered in Simferopol, Crimea.
ANTISEMITISM
Japanese forces landed at Sumatra in the Netherlands East Indies.
WORLD WAR II
February 16, Monday: A German submarine shelled an oil refinery on Aruba in the Netherlands West Indies.
Japanese forces captured Palembang.
65 Australian nurses and 25 British soldiers surrendered to the Japanese on the coast of Malaya. The soldiers
were stabbed and shot on the beach. Two survived. The nurses were ordered to march into the water and were
machine gunned. One survived.
The first walkout of the conscientious objectors at the Civilian Public Service camp in Merom, Indiana.
WORLD WAR II
February 17, Tuesday: The Red Army launched an offensive near Rzhev. Despite temperatures reaching -52°C, the
German lines held.
In the Pacific Ocean to the west of Kyūshū, the submarine USS Triton sank Japanese freighter Shinyo Maru
No.5 and damaged another.
Seabees (1st Naval Construction Battalion) arrived at Bora Bora in the Society Islands.
In Monroe, Louisiana, Huey P. Newton, who would become a co-founder of the Black Panther Party, was born,
and was named by his father after the populist machine politician Huey “Kingfish” Long (although a white
Louisiana politician, Senator Long had not made much use of the race card).
According to an article b y Robert L. Stephens in the New York Post on this day, the “Almanac Singers” had
subsequent to the invasion of the USSR by the 3d Reich “radically changed their tune” and no longer were
singing out on behalf of conscientious objection. Their subversive album “Songs for John Doe” was no longer
available for purchase:

“PEACE” CHOIR CHANGES TUNE
by Robert L. Stephens
Before the Nazis invaded Russia, a small mixed chorus called the
Almanac Singers was using its talents to criticize conscription
— already enacted by Congress.
One of its songs had as its theme the vicious isolationist
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catchphrase, “Plow under every fourth American boy.” Another
referred to the Selective Service Act as “that goddamned bill.”
Last Saturday at the premiere of the government’s morale
broadcast, “This Is War”, the Almanac Singers, now all-out for
democracy and conscription, sang a number called “Round and
Round Hitler’s Grave.”
Norman Corwin, director of “This Is War,” chose them for his
show after hearing them sing some innocuous songs six weeks ago
on “We The People.” A representative of Corwin said today that
Corwin was entirely unaware of the singers’ background.
Writing in The Atlantic Monthly for June 1941, Carl J.
Frederich, Harvard professor of government, took notice of these
troubadours in an article called “Poison in Our System,” since
reprinted in pamphlet form by the Council for Democracy, 285
Madison Ave.
“An outfit which calls itself The Almanac Music Co., Inc., has
recently brought out a series of phonograph records, called
‘Songs for John Doe’,” he wrote.
These recordings are distributed under the innocent
appeal: “Sing Out for Peace.” Yet they are strictly
subversive and illegal.
Sung to such familiar tunes as “Billy Boy,” they
ridicule the American defense effort, democracy and the
army. Whether Nazi or Communist financed, their general
spirit is well indicated by the following sample:
It’s C for Conscription, C for Capitol Hill;
C for Conscription and C for Capitol Hill;
It’s C for Congress that passed that goddamned bill.

Another song is called “Plow Under”; it’s the first one,
and so I guess they like it best. The first verse runs:
Remember when the AAA
Killed a million hogs a day?
Instead of hogs, it’s men today —
Plow the fourth one under!
Plow under, plow under,
Plow under every fourth American boy!

And the last one:
Now the politicians rant,
“A boy’s no better than a cotton plant;”
But we are here to say you can’t
Plow the fourth one under!

These recordings were made by the Almanac Singers, who have now
radically changed their tune.
The record album entitled “Songs for John Doe” was withdrawn and
is no longer purchasable.
WORLD WAR II
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February 18, Wednesday: In Singapore, 5,000 leaders of the Chinese community were rounded up by the Japanese.
Within two weeks all would be dead.
Ezra Pound opinioned: “Don’t shoot the President. I dare say he deserves worse, but ... [a]ssassination only
makes more mess.”
During a howling blizzard the American destroyer USS Truxtun (DD-229) and stores ship USS Pollux (AKS2) ran into trouble in Chambers Cove of Placentia Bay, Newfoundland. The ships had been en-route to the US
Naval Base at Argentia, Newfoundland. In poor visibility and raging seas, the USS Truxtun plowed straight
into a 200-foot cliff and broke in half. About two miles away, the USS Pollux became stranded on the beach
at Lawn Head. Miners at a nearby camp rushed to the rescue and within hours, all those still alive had been
plucked from the raging waves. From the Truxtun, only 3 officers and 43 ratings survived. The total number
to survive was 168. The next day 204 bodies would be recovered along the shore. In June 1954, when the US
Government would place a hospital on the Burin Peninsula, the hospital would memorialize those who had
failed to survive that night.
WORLD WAR II
February 19, Thursday: Japanese bombers raided harbor, airfields, and shore installations at Port Darwin, Australia,
devastating that city. United States Destroyer Peary (DD-226) was sunk by a dive bomber off Darwin, at 12
degrees 30 minutes South, 130 degrees 50 minutes East.
An inferior Japanese naval force beat back Dutch and Australian ships in the Badung Strait between Bali and
Lombok. Japanese troops landed on Bali.
At Riom, several pre-war leaders of France were put on trial, including Edouard Daladier, Léon Blum, Maurice
Gamolin as well as others.
In regard to President Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s interventionist bias, Ezra Pound commented: “To send
boys from Omaha to Singapore to die for British monopoly and brutality is not the act of an American patriot.”
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The poet’s primary concern, referenced repeatedly throughout his broadcasts, was the issue of usury and the
control of money and economy by private special interests. “There is no freedom without economic freedom,”
he offered. “Freedom that does not include freedom from debt is plain bunkum. It is fetid and foul logomachy
to call such servitude freedom ... Yes, freedom from all sorts of debt, including debt at usurious interest.”
The President signed Executive Order #9066 which established the War Relocation Authority responsible for
interning 110,000 people of Japanese descent in concentration camps (many of these people being detained
without trial or hearing were United States citizens). All the military would need to do under this Executive
Order, to exclude you and your family from any region within the United States, or to confine you in a remote
concentration camp for the duration, would be to allege “military necessity.”

WHEREAS the successful prosecution of the war requires
every possible protection against espionage and against
sabotage, ... I hereby authorize and direct the
Secretary of War ... to prescribe military areas in such
places and of such extent as he may determine, from
which any or all persons may be excluded, and with such
respect to which, the right of any person to enter,
remain in, or leave shall be subject to whatever
restrictions the Secretary of War or the appropriate
Military Commander may impose in his discretion. The
Secretary of War is hereby authorized to provide for
residents of any such area who are excluded therefrom,
such
transportation,
food,
shelter,
and
other
accommodations as may be necessary ... to accomplish the
purpose of this order.
JAPANESE
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This would constitute the legal authority behind the mass removal of Japanese Americans from the West Coast.

Bali, Netherlands East Indies, was invaded by the Japanese. The Battle of Badoeng Strait started at night and
continued the next day. An Allied naval force (Rear Admiral K.W.F.M. Doorman, Royal Netherlands Navy)
of three cruisers and accompanying destroyers attacked the retiring Japanese Bali occupation force in Badoeng
Strait. One Netherlands destroyer was sunk, and 2 Netherlands cruisers and a United States destroyer were
damaged. One Japanese destroyer was damaged.
WORLD WAR II
February 20, Friday: The Island God, an opera by Gian-Carlo Menotti to his own words, was performed for the initial
time, in the Metropolitan Opera House of New York City.
US Submarine Swordfish (SS-193) evacuated President Quezon and other Philippine officials from Luzon,
Philippine Islands.
The Atlantic and Pacific Fleets were directed by Commander in Chief United States Fleet to establish
Amphibious Forces.
An American attacked on Rabaul was driven off.
Darwin, Australia, was abandoned as an Allied naval base.
Japanese forces occupied Bali and Timor, entering Portuguese Timor in the Netherlands East Indies.
United States Destroyer Stewart (DD-224) was damaged by naval gunfire during the Battle of Badoeng Strait,
Netherlands East Indies, 7 degrees 18 minutes South, 112 degrees 46 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
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February 23, Monday: The Allied headquarters on Java was evacuated to Australia.
A revolt against the Dutch began in Aceh and northern Sumatra, supported by Japan.
A Japanese submarine fired 13 shells from its deck gun at an oil refinery near Ellwood, California north of
Santa Barbara.
The military governor of the Hawaiian Islands, Lt. Gen. Delos C. Emmons, activated the Corps of Engineers
Auxiliary –i.e. the Varsity Victory Volunteers (VVV)– as part of the 34th Combat Engineers Regiment.
Made up of 150 Nisei many of whom had been dismissed from the territorial guard, the VVV would provide
noncombatant labor such as the digging of ditches and the breaking of rocks. The VVV would be in existence
some eleven months, with many of its members subsequently volunteering for the 100th Battalion.
WORLD WAR II
Stefan Zweig, one-time librettist for Richard Strauss, and his wife Lotte Zweig, killed themselves in
Petropolis, near Rio de Janeiro, by taking poison together.
Odessa was declared “cleansed of Jews.”
ANTISEMITISM

February 24, Tuesday: A carrier task force under Vice Admiral W.F. Halsey bombarded Wake Island.
The submarine Swordfish (SS-193) sneaked United States High Commissioner F.B. Sayre away from the
Philippine Islands controlled by the Japanese.
WORLD WAR II
The Romanian ship SS Struma had sailed from Constansa under the command of a Bulgarian captain, G.T.
Gorbatenkoin, flying the Panamanian flag. There were 747 Jews on board this former cattle barge, many from
the town of Barland, Romania, their hope being to become illegal immigrants to Palestine. They were throwing
money at the problem in order to avoid ghettos and pogroms back home. After three days at sea the Struma
had been forced to anchor off the outer harbor at Istanbul because of engine trouble. Here the vessel had
awaited British permission to proceed to Palestine, permission which the British would not grant, one reason
given at the time being “It will encourage a flood of refugees.” (The White Paper of 1939 had effectively
rescinded the Balfour Declaration promising the establishment of a Jewish national home in Palestine. Such
people were being referred to in the English Foreign Office as “surplus Jews.”) Turkey meanwhile had refused
the passengers permission to disembark, although the local Jewish community, who were already running a
camp for displaced persons and were in the meantime anyway providing them with food and water aboard the
ship, were offering their shore facilities for the Struma’s passengers. One of the passengers, Medeea
Marcovici, had had a miscarriage and had been transferred to the Jewish hospital in Istanbul (she would be
granted a visa for Palestine and would die there in 1996). After two months at Istanbul with engines that were
damaged beyond repair, conditions on board this ship had become appalling since many of the passengers were
suffering from dysentery and malnutrition. Eventually the Turkish police had yielded to strong pressures
brought to bear on them by the British government officials, and towed the disabled Struma out into the Black
Sea. There had been an attempt made to salvage the 101 children on board the vessel, and although the Turks
had balked at the idea of allowing these children overland passage and the British had balked at providing
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another ship, these plans were nearing success. At first the enraged passengers were able to fight off the
authorities, but the police had returned and used sufficient force to overcome this resistance. They had towed
the Struma outside Turkish territorial waters and cast it adrift, with its 101 unredeemed children still aboard.
Only nine people had been rescued by the combined efforts of an American in Istanbul, the Jewish Agency in
Palestine, and Simon Brod, a businessman who was devoting himself to helping refugees, in addition to the
woman who had suffered a miscarriage and been taken to the Jewish hospital in Istanbul for a total of ten.
On the waves for 74 days since leaving Conatansa, the disabled Struma, hopelessly overcrowded, with no
country willing to accept them, was eventually noticed on this day, just ten miles out from Istanbul, and
torpedoed and sunk, by Russian submarine SHCH-213. Lieutenant-Colonel Isaev, the officer in charge,
presumably knew full well that the ship he was torpedoing was dead in the water and was carrying not war
materials but refugees. All these on board, a total of 796 persons, drowned, including the 101 children —
except for 19-year-old David Stoljar or Stoliar (who in 1999 was still alive, and a resident of Oregon).112
This inhuman action by British and Turkish government officials would quite destroy the special relationship
that had previously existed between Britain and the Zionist Jews. Eventually the British High Commissioner
in Palestine, Sir Harold MacMichael, would observe that “The fate of these people was tragic, but the fact
remains that they were nationals of a country at war with Britain, proceeding direct from enemy territory.
Palestine was under no obligations towards them.”113
ANTISEMITISM

February 25, Wednesday: Very early on this morning the “Battle of Los Angeles” began as air-raid siren sounded,
likely triggered by a lost weather balloon 120 miles out at sea and then exacerbated by stray flares and shell
bursts as various anti-aircraft artillery batteries came into operation. More than 1,400 high explosive shells
would be sent into the air over Los Angeles, California in less than an hour until the “all clear” was sounded.
The incident was witnessed in its entirety by war correspondent Ernie Pyle, who would report that he had never
been able to make out an airplane. Subsequent to the war the Japanese government would indicate that
although 13 shells had been fired from a submarine’s deck gun at a refinery north of Santa Barbara on February
23d, there had not been an attack on Los Angeles on February 24th/25th. Three civilians had, however, been
killed and several buildings damaged, while another three citizens experienced heart attacks.
The Coast Guard assumed responsibility for United States port security.
The Navy informed Japanese-American residents on Terminal Island near Los Angeles Harbor that they would
need to leave within 48 hours. This was the first group to be removed en masse, and in consequence this
particular bunch of people would suffer especially heavy economic losses.
WORLD WAR II

112. Refer to Douglas Frantz and Catherine Collins’s DEATH ON THE BLACK SEA: THE UNTOLD STORY OF THE STRUMA AND
WORLD WAR II’S HOLOCAUST AT SEA, the story of this worst civilian maritime disaster of World War II.
113. A grandson of a couple who perished, the British diver Greg Buxton, is now trying to find and explore the wreck of the Struma,
although why he would want to do such a thing is anybody’s guess.
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February 27, Friday: A joint United States/Mexican defense commission was established.
Japanese troops captured Mindoro Island in the Philippines.
During a 7-hour battle in the Java Sea near Surabaya, in which an enemy force was attempting to provide cover
for a Java invasion convoy, a total of 25 Allied warships and 4 Japanese warships were sunk, and a total of
6,339 died (both sides). 152 tin fish were fired by enemy warships.

The Kortenaer, Lieutenant-Commander Kroese’s 1,640-ton destroyer, was struck amidships by a torpedo from
the Japanese heavy cruiser Haguro at 17:13PM, broke in two and sank almost immediately. 59 died out of a
crew of 171. The destroyer HMS Encounter would rescue 113 but one of these would soon also die. The De
Ruyter, a 7,548-ton Dutch light cruiser, flagship of the Allied Forces Commander, was struck by a torpedo
from the Japanese heavy cruiser Haguro at 23:32PM and went down. 366 died including Rear Admiral Karel
Doorman RNN. There were 70 floaters. The Java, a 7,205-ton Dutch light cruiser, was struck by a torpedo
from Rear Admiral Takagi’s 14,980-ton heavy cruiser Nachi, and sank in 15 minutes. 530 died. There were 35
floaters. The 1,600-ton British destroyer HMS Jupiter (Lieutenant-Commander N. Thew), part of an Allied
force under the command of Rear Admiral K.W.F.M. Doorman of the Royal Netherlands Navy, was hit by a
torpedo. Four officers and 91 ratings died.114
The survivors were taken prisoner by the Japanese and 27 of them would die in captivity. The list of course
goes on and on.
During the roar and terror of this battle there was an unrecognized act of gallantry. The HMAS Perth was a
6,830-ton Australian cruiser that had been launched in 1934 by Britain under the name HMS Amphion, then
transferred in 1939 to the Australian Navy and renamed. When the heavy cruiser HMS Exeter was hit, Captain
Hector Waller pulled his Perth out of line to position it between the Japanese warships and the men on the
sinking ship.United States naval vessel sunk: Seaplane tender Langley (AV-3), by horizontal bombers, 75
miles south of Tjilatjap, Java, 8 degrees 58 minutes South, 109 degrees 2 minutes East.
United States naval vessel damaged: Heavy Cruiser Houston (CA-30), by naval gunfire, battle of Java Sea.
WORLD WAR II

114. Isn’t is curious, the macabre way these statistics are routinely kept? The number of officer deaths gets cited, then the number
of “ratings” deaths? Imagine trying to say to a “rating” who is going down for the third time, “Look, fellow, you’re obviously taking
this pretty hard –it’s your death and all that– but can’t you at least derive some consolation from the fact that this would have been
a significantly greater loss to us, had you been an officer? God must have loved you enlisted types, he made so many of you.
Soon you will lose consciousness — and then you’ll be a mere nameless, painless statistic who has given your life for your country!
Don’t sweat it, it’s the way things are. Come on now, at least you can hum a bit from ‘There’ll always be an England’....”
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February 28, Saturday: Anglo-American Mutual Aid Agreement.

READ THE FULL TEXT
The British tried out their new Lancaster bomber on Lübeck (this city was chosen not for any military objective
but merely because as a medieval town with narrow streets and timber-framed houses, they supposed ought to
burn rather well).
In Detroit, 1,200 armed white Americans repelled black Americans from a federally-funded housing project,
that had been named in honor of Sojourner Truth.
Incidental music to Anderson’s radio play Your Navy by Kurt Weill was performed for the initial time, over
the airwaves of all four American radio networks, originating in New York City.
The USS Jacob Jones, a 4-stack 1,340-ton destroyer, had left New York harbor to take up anti-submarine
patrol duties off the coast of New Jersey. At 5AM, U-boat U578 fired a fan of three tin fish. All the occupants
of her living quarters in the stern were killed as one of the torpedoes struck there. It took only a few seconds
for this old ship to break in two, and for its forward section to vanish. Only 35 remained alive to lower a life
raft and abandon ship. When the stern portion disappeared its depth charges began to explode, killing most of
those on the raft. When the raft was sighted 12 were still alive, one of whom would die on the way to shore.115
The submarine Permit (SS-178) delivered ammunition to Corregidor, Philippine Islands and evacuated certain
military personnel.
The Japanese conducted a landing on the north coast of Java, Netherlands East Indies.
United States naval vessel sunk:
•

Destroyer Jacob Jones (DD-130), by submarine torpedo, off Delaware Capes, 38 degrees 42
minutes North, 74 degrees 39 minutes West
WORLD WAR II

115. At a first order of approximation there seems to be a remarkable similarity between fighting at sea and feeding fish.
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MARCH 1942
March: Start of “Aktion Reinhardt” — which it would appear was not so named in honor of SS-Gruppenführer
Reinhard Heydrich since he did not spell his name with a “t.”
The experiments with Zyklon-B gas had already begun in the previous year. The first crematoria had already
been constructed, for the disposal of large numbers of Jewish bodies. Thus it could have come as no surprise
to those in the know, when the 1st transports of Jews began to a concentration camp in the vicinity of the village
of Auschwitz, Poland.
ANTISEMITISM
But, was Führer Adolf Hitler one of those who was in the know? In this year we know that he confided to aides
that if Jews could not be deported to Madagascar, if that was impractical, then at least they could be deported
to the Soviet Union. Was he unaware at this point that the Final Solution program was already under way?
Lest you suppose that concentration camps only happen in Europe: During this month the dusty little Texas/
Mexico border town of Kenedy, some 62 miles southeast of San Antonio, with, this goes without saying, a
depressed economy, persuaded the United States Border Patrol to lease the former J.M. Nichols CCC Camp
on its outskirts as an internment camp, for “aliens” or whatever.

The United States was arresting and would intern everyone of German, Japanese, or Italian descent residing
in Latin America and South America. All together there would be about 20 such facilities scattered across the
US. Families would be sent to an internment camp at Crystal City, Texas while the Kenedy camp would be
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filled with the single males.

The Kenedy camp had nine barracks and several smaller buildings. Additional facilities, including a large
dining hall and kitchen, a headquarters, a hospital, officers’ and nurses’ quarters, officers’ kitchen and dining
room, and 200 16-by-16-foot prefabricated building huts called “Victory Huts” would be constructed.

A double barbed-wire fence 10 feet high would be thrown around the perimeter. Guard towers would occupy
the corners, and there would be a guard tower at the entrance gate and another in the middle of the long side
at the rear. There would be censors trained in the German, Italian, Japanese, and Spanish languages to review
and approve all communications in and out. All job applicants for the 90 camp jobs were to be cleared in
advance by the FBI and the State Department. The various sheriffs’ departments of Karnes and surrounding
counties were briefed so they would help track down escapees. (Fritz Kuhn, leader of the German-American
Bund, and a dozen former sailors from the Graf Spee that had scuttled itself at Montevideo, would escape and
be recaptured.)
WORLD WAR II
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March 1, Sunday: Lieder nach Worten von Franz Kafka for voice and piano by Ernst Krenek was performed for the
initial time, in the Skinner Recital Hall of Vassar College in Poughkeepsie, New York, with the composer
himself at the piano.
Imaginary Landscape no.3 for audio-frequency oscillators, variable speed turntables, electric buzzer,
amplified marimba, amplified wire, Balinese gongs and tin cans, by John Cage, was performed for the initial
time at the Arts Club of Chicago, conducted by the composer.
The Germans established the Sobibor concentration camp.
An article on page 28 of the New York Times bore the following headline:
“Extinction Feared By Jews in Poland”
ANTISEMITISM
One German submarine was sunk, U-656, by naval land-based aircraft (VP-82), south of Newfoundland at 46
degrees 15 minutes North, 53 degrees 15 minutes West.
The Red Army began a new offensive in the Crimea.
After Nazi police invaded the Trondheim Cathedral, and the German-dominated Norwegian government had
decreed that all children aged 10-18 needed to join the Quisling Youth Movement, seven bishops of the
Norwegian State Church resigned.
The battle of the Sunda Strait.The USS Pillsbury, an American destroyer of 1,109 tons (LieutenantCommander H. Pound), was sunk by gunfire from the Japanese warship Ashigara south of the island of Java
while enroute to Exmouth, Australia, escorting the Ashville, an American gunboat, which also was sunk. The
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149 crewmen of the Pillsbury died, as did all the crew of the Ashville.

During World War II all trace would be lost of 4 American destroyers. The USS Edsall was among those. In
February 1942 she and the destroyer USS Whipple had been ordered to rendezvous with the carrier USS
Langley about 200 miles south of Java. The Langley was carrying 32 P-40 fighters, their pilots and ground
crews who were to bolster the meager air defences in the Dutch East Indies (Indonesia). Early the next morning
the ships had been attacked by 9 Japanese bombers which soon reduced the Langley to a blazing wreck that
had to be abandoned. The Edsall rescued 117 floaters. They received orders to proceed to Christmas Island to
join up with the navy tanker USS Pecos and then proceed to Fremantle, Australia, but not before the Langley’s
survivors were transferred over to the Pecos. The three ships parted company and the Whipple set sail for the
Cocos Islands to refuel while the Pecos continued on to Fremantle with the Edsall. Underway, the Pecos was
attacked and sunk by Val bombers from Japanese carriers in the area. The Whipple, after picking up its distress
calls, turned back and picked up 233 floaters. The Edsall, last seen disappearing over the horizon on its way
back to Java, would not be again seen or heard of. In 1952, investigators would learn that 8 of its crew had
been picked up by the Japanese warship Ashigara and deposited on the island of Celebes. While investigating
a long-forgotten POW camp on the island, natives directed the attention of the searchers to five graves covered
with jungle vegetation. The graves were opened and five skeletons recovered, which could be identified by

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

WORLD WAR II

WWII

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE
their dogtags. All had been aboard the Edsall.
Japanese troops landed at several points on Java. The Battle of Sunda Strait, which had commenced shortly
before midnight on February 28th, continued. After the Battle of the Java Sea (see 27 February 1942) Allied
vessels heading for Sunda Strait were attacked by superior Japanese surface forces. One United States cruiser,
1 Australian cruiser, and 1 Netherlands destroyer were sunk. Four Japanese transports were lost. Base Force,
Pacific Fleet, was redesignated Service Force Pacific; Train, Atlantic Fleet, was redesignated Service Force
Atlantic. American-British-Dutch-Australian Command was dissolved.
United States naval vessels sunk:
•
•
•
•

Heavy Cruiser Houston (CA-30), by torpedoes and gunfire, Sunda Strait, Java Sea, 5 degrees
50 minutes South, 105 degrees 55 minutes East.
Destroyer Pope (DD-225), by dive bomber, and surface gunfire, Java Sea, 4 degrees minutes South,
111 degrees 30 minutes East.
Destroyer Edsall (DD-219) and Pillsbury (DD-227), by naval gunfire, south of Christmas Island,
14 degrees 30 minutes South, 106 degrees 30 minutes East.
Oiler Pecos (AO-6), by dive bomber, south of Christmas Island, 14 degrees 27 minutes South,
106 degrees 11 minutes East

March 2, Monday: According to Ezra Pound, it was the money issue (above all) that united the Allies during this 2d
of the 20th-century wars upon Germany: “Gold. Nothing else uniting the three governments, England, Russia,
United States of America. That is the interest — gold, usury, debt, monopoly, class interest, and possibly gross
indifference and contempt for humanity.”
In accord with that sort of mindset, more than 5,000 Jews were taken from the Minsk ghetto and murdered,
and some 900 were taken from Krosniewice to Chelmno and asphyxiated in gas vans.
ANTISEMITISM
The 6,830-ton Australian cruiser HMAS Perth and the American cruiser Houston attempted to escape
southwards from the battle of the Sunda Strait into the Indian Ocean. Unfortunately they ran straight into a
Japanese invasion fleet of destroyers and troop transports, and after a long running battle during which all
ammunition was expended, just after midnight, they were sunk by torpedoes about 4 miles from St. Nicholas
Point in Java. On board the Perth were 45 officers, 631 ratings, 4 canteen staff and 6 Royal Australian Airforce
personnel, a total of 686 men. 23 officers and 329 ratings died.116

116. Isn’t is curious, the macabre way these statistics are routinely kept? The number of officer deaths gets cited, then the number
of “ratings” deaths? Imagine trying to say to a “rating” who is going down for the third time, “Look, fellow, you’re obviously taking
this pretty hard –it’s your death and all that– but can’t you at least derive some consolation from the fact that this would have been
a significantly greater loss to us, had you been an officer? God must have loved you enlisted types, he made so many of you.
Soon you will lose consciousness — and then you’ll be a mere nameless, painless statistic who has given your life for your country!
Don’t sweat it, it’s the way things are. Come on now, at least you can hum a bit from ‘There’ll always be an England’....”
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334 would become prisoners of war, of whom around 105 of the ratings would die in captivity. (Due no doubt
to the privileges granted to men of officer rank, none of the Perth’s officers would die while a POW.) The USS
Houston went down a few minutes later about a mile from the Perth, in approximately 107 feet of water just
north of Panjang Island. 643 died. The captains of the Perth and Houston went down with their ships and
Captain Robert Rooks, the commander of the Houston, would posthumously receive the Congressional Medal
of Honor.

368 from the Houston would managed to reach Bantam Bay on the western shores of Java to surrender to the
Japanese. 77 of them would die in captivity.
Antisubmarine Warfare Unit, Atlantic Fleet, was established at Boston, Mass. Japanese troops land at
Zamboanga, Mindanao, Philippine Islands.
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News Headline: “Concentration Camps for Japanese Wanted by Western Governors”
News Headline: “‘Behind the News’; Negro-Japanese Fifth Column Possible”
John L. DeWitt, head of the Western Defense Command, issued Public Proclamation No. 1 creating military
areas 1 and 2. Military area 1 included the western portions of California, Oregon and Washington, and part
of Arizona, while military area 2 included the balance of the land of these states. The proclamation indicated
that Japanese Americans were to be excluded from military area 1 and encouraged them to depart voluntarily.
For various reasons, voluntary resettlement was doomed to failure and would effectively be called off on
March 27th after fewer than 5,000 out of a population of over 110,000 had fled.

WORLD WAR II
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March 3, Tuesday: 3,200 Jews from Zychlin were gassed to death.
ANTISEMITISM
The Royal Air Force bombed the Renault works at Billancourt (only five war workers were killed, but stray
bombs hit the town, making collateral damage out of 500 French civilians).
Japanese airplanes bombed Broome in Western Australia.
A News Headline pertaining to Japanese Americans: “General DeWitt Announces Military
Exclusion Zones”

United States naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Submarine Perch (SS-176), damaged by depth charges and surface gunfire, scuttled by crew in Java
Sea.
Gunboat Asheville (PG-12), by naval gunfire, south of Java, Netherlands East Indies area,
12 degrees 33 minutes South, 111 degrees 35 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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March 4, Wednesday: Song of Freedom for chorus and orchestra by John Alden Carpenter to words of Martin was
performed for the initial time, in Chicago.
Some 3,000 Jews in Baranowicze, Poland (Baranovichi, Belarus) were taken from the ghetto and killed.
ANTISEMITISM
News Headline: “Greatest Forced Migration in American History to Begin”

News Headline: “Japanese Ban to Force Farm Adjustments”
Aircraft from carrier task force (Vice Admiral W.F. Halsey) bombed Marcus Island.
Japanese seaplanes raided Oahu but did no damage.
The Australian destroyer HMAS Yarra had in January participated in the rescue of 1,804 persons from the
blazing liner Empress of Asia. On this day, while escorting a small convoy on its way to Darwin, Australia,
it was attacked by the Japanese cruisers Atago, Maya, and Takao. Their gunfire was being directed by a float
plane that circled overhead. As it began to sink, the Yarra aimed itself straight for these enemy ships, its guns
blazing. It was the gunfight at the OK Corral! 138 crewmen went down with this ship, although 18 made it
onto life rafts. When the rafts would be found four days later, 13 of these 18 would still be alive.
WORLD WAR II
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March 5, Thursday: Symphony no.7 “Leningrad” op.60 by Dmitri Shostakovich, written in honor of his besieged
native city, was performed for the initial time, at the House of Culture, Kuibyshev. The concert was broadcast
across the country and the world.
At Feodosiya, in the Crimea, this day marked the beginning of three weeks of sweeps that would kill more than
2,000 superfluous people — Jews, Communists, partisans, Romani, and the mentally ill.
ANTISEMITISM
The first detached Civilian Public Service unit began performing tasks outside of the camps such as smoke
jumping, attending the inmates in mental institutions, serving as human guinea pigs, etc.
CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS

The Dutch administration evacuated Batavia (Jakarta).
Japanese troops entered Pegu, Burma (Bago, Myanmar).
News Headline: “Radio Tokio Denounces Japanese Internment”
News Headline: “Manzanar May House Interned Japanese”
News Headline: “Owens Valley Haunted by Hopes that Failed”
News Headline: “Alien Order Hits U.C. Staff”
WORLD WAR II
March 6, Friday: Three Pastels for piano by John Ireland was performed for the initial time, over the airwaves of the
BBC originating in Bedford, by the composer.
In Klintsy (Russia), 300 Jews were stripped and shot.
ANTISEMITISM
100,000 Allied (Britain-United States-Australia-Netherlands) soldiers defending Java surrendered to the
invading Japanese outside Bandung.
Japanese forces entered Rangoon (Yangon).
News Headline: “Editorial: Their Best Way to Show Loyalty”
News Headline: “Gov. Olson Wants All Japanese Removed”
San Francisco News Editorial Cartoon: “All Packed Up and Ready to Go”
WORLD WAR II

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

WORLD WAR II

WWII

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE
March 7, Saturday: Fantasia on a Theme of Handel for piano and orchestra by Michael Tippett was performed for the
initial time, in Wigmore Hall, London.
Japanese troops occupied Lae, the administrative center for Northeast New Guinea and Salamaua, across the
Huon Gulf.
Japanese forces captured Surabaya on Java.
News Headline about Japanese Americans: “Gen. DeWitt Gives Assurances to Aliens”
The Burmese capital, Rangoon, was evacuated by the British.
United States Submarine Shark (SS-174) was presumed to have sunk somewhere in the Pacific.
WORLD WAR II
March 8, Sunday: Although “gold” was central to the world’s struggle according to Ezra Pound, the precious metal
was “a coward. Gold is not the backbone of nations. It is their ruin. A coward, at the first breath of danger gold
flows away, gold flows out of the country.” Beware the rule of pelf.
Pound perceived Germany under Hitler as a nation that stood against the international money lenders and
communist Russia under Stalin as a system that stood against humanity itself. He told his listeners:
Now if you know anything whatsoever of modern Europe and Asia,
you know Hitler stands for putting men over machines. If you
don’t know that, you know nothing. And beyond that you either
know or do not know that Stalin’s regime considers humanity as
nothing save raw material. Deliver so many carloads of human
material at the consumption point. That is the logical result
of materialism. If you assert that men are dirty, that humanity
is merely material, that is where you come out. And the old
Georgian train robber [he was referring to Josef Stalin] is
perfectly logical. If all things are merely material, man is
material — and the system of anti-man treats man as matter.
The real enemy, suggested Pound, was international capitalism. All people everywhere were victims: “They’re
working day and night, picking your pockets,” he said. “Every day and all day and all night picking your
pockets and picking the Russian working man’s pockets.” Capital, however, was “not international, it is not
hypernational. It is subnational. A quicksand under the nations, destroying all nations, destroying all law and
government, destroying the nations, one at a time, Russian empire and Austria, 20 years past, France yesterday,
England today.”
The Japanese Army entered Rangoon, Burma.
Japanese troops landed at Lae and Salamaua in New Guinea.
WORLD WAR II
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March 9, Monday: Two Songs for voice and piano by Richard Strauss to words of Weinheber, was performed for the
initial time, in Vienna.
While returning to Italy from Hungary by train, Luigi Dallapiccola needed to stop over in Vienna. Here he met
Anton Webern at the home of Alfred Schlee. “A mystic, a short man, who talks with some inflection of the
Austrian dialect, kind, but capable of bursts of anger, cordial to the point of treating me like an equal.” In an
attempt to curb his enthusiastically Germanophile military, Prime Minister Kállay of Hungary leaked news of
January massacres in Vojvodina.
The Naval Air Transport Service Squadron (VR-1) was commissioned at Norfolk, Virginia, for operations in
Atlantic area.
Completing the Japanese conquest of the Netherlands East Indies, Java surrendered. About 200 of the Allied
soldiers took to the hills around Malang to become resistance fighters. Eventually these men would be captured
by the Kempetai. They would be taken inside individual 3-foot-long bamboo pig baskets to the shark-infested
coast of Surabaya and, still inside these baskets, thrown from boats. (The commander- in-chief of the Japanese
forces in Java, General Imamura, after winning an acquittal in a Netherlands court on the basis of lack of
evidence, would be re-tried by an Australian military court and sentenced to 10 years in prison.)
News Headline: “Tolan Group Due to Report Alien Plans”
News Headline: “‘War Hits the Farm Lands,’ by John G. Brucato”
WORLD WAR II
March 10, Tuesday: Miklós Kállay de Nagy-Kálló replaced László Bardossy as Prime Minister of Hungary.
Large scale deportations of Jews began from Lvov to the Belzec death camp.
ANTISEMITISM
The Japanese invaded Finschhafen, New Guinea.
Japanese troops occupied Buka Island in the Solomons.
Aircraft from carriers Lexington (CV-2) and Yorktown (CV-5) bombed Japanese shipping at Salamaua and Lae,
New Guinea.
News Headline: “Federal Reserve Bank to Aid Aliens”
News Headline: “To the Editor: “Replace the Okies with Japanese”
WORLD WAR II
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March 11, Wednesday: Prime Minister Winston Churchill announced the British government’s offer to India,
including specific steps toward dominion status.

General Douglas MacArthur and his family, and Rear Admiral F.W. Rockwell, left Luzon, Philippine Islands
by motor torpedo “PT” boat for a 35-hour voyage to Mindanao, Philippine Islands, on their way to Australia.

A full account of all the numerous large massacres of Filipinos by Japanese troops is practically impossible.
For instance, in Manila, 800 men, women, and children would be machine-gunned in the grounds of St. Paul’s
College, and when the Japanese entered the headquarters of the Filipino Red Cross in General Luna street,
they slaughtered some 70 civilians, patients, and children. In the town of Calamba, 2,500 would be shot or
bayoneted. Some 100 would be bayoneted and shot inside a church at Ponson; 169 villagers of Matina Pangi
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would be rounded up and executed. And on and on. On Palawan Island 150 American POWs would be
executed. At the war crimes trials in Tokyo, Document No. 2726 would consist of 14,618 pages of sworn
affidavits, each detailing a separate alleged atrocity. The tribunal would list 72 large-scale execution events
and 131,028 separate executions in regard to which they would have received what they considered to be
overwhelming evidence.
WORLD WAR II
March 12, Thursday: The Defense of Corinth, for speaker, male chorus and piano-four hands by Elliott Carter to words
of Rabelais, was performed for the initial time, in the Sanders Theater of Harvard University.
After the sinking of four Brazilian merchant ships by German submarines, mobs rioted in Rio de Janeiro,
especially targeting German, Italian, and Japanese establishments. To recover the cost of these four lost ships,
President Getulio Vargas would confiscate 30% of the German assets in Brazil.
United States forces arrived in New Caledonia to establish a base at Noumea.
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt, by executive order, combined the duties of the Commander in Chief
United States Fleet with the duties of the Chief of Naval Operations.
WORLD WAR II
March 13, Friday: A second “immediate death” camp began operation at Belzec, Poland.
Some 6,000 Jews arrived from Mielec, Poland and were killed.
ANTISEMITISM
News headline relating to Japanese Americans:
“Plea Made for ‘Loyal’ Aliens”
United States torpedo patrol boat PT-32 was scuttled in the vicinity of the Philippine Islands, 10 degrees 58
minutes North, 121 degrees 12 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
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March 14, Saturday: Serge Koussevitzky announced that the Koussevitzky Foundation has commissioned Benjamin
Britten to write an opera.
Amphibious Force, Atlantic Fleet (Rear Admiral R. M. Brainard) was established.
The British 1,090-ton destroyer HMS Vortigern, launched in 1917, was escorting convoy FS-747 in the North
Sea on the east coast of Britain off Cromer, when it was attacked by German motor torpedo boats which fired
2 tin fish.

The Vortigern sank in 2 minutes. 7 officers, including Lieutenant-Commander R.S. Howlett, and 140 ratings
died. 3 officers and 7 ratings would survive.117
WORLD WAR II
March 15, Sunday: Quatre poèmes de Ronsard op.100 for voice and orchestra by Florent Schmitt were performed for
the initial time, in Paris.
Concertino for piano and strings by Ross Lee Finney was performed for the initial time, at Hamline University,
St. Paul, Minnesota.
United States Coast Guard Tender Acacia (AGL-200) was sunk by a German submarine south of Haiti.
Naval land-based aircraft (VP-82) sank German submarine U-503 in the North Atlantic, at 46 degrees 50
minutes North, 48 degrees 50 minutes West.
WORLD WAR II

117. At a first order of approximation there seems to be a remarkable similarity between fighting at sea and feeding fish.
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March 16, Monday: Sinfonietta giocosa by Bohuslav Martinu was performed for the initial time, in New York.
General Douglas MacArthur and his party (which includes his family) took off in three B-17s from Mindanao.
Benjamin Britten and Peter Pears boarded a Swedish cargo ship in New York bound for Great Britain. Just in
case they contained coded messages to the enemy, US Customs agents confiscated sketches for a clarinet
concerto and a choral Hymn to Saint Cecilia.
News headline relating to Japanese Americans:
“Alien Order Removal Offices Set Up”
The Belzec concentration camp was established.
ANTISEMITISM
WORLD WAR II
March 17, Tuesday: John Wayne Gacy was born in Chicago. His father would come to regard him as a “sissy.”
United States Naval Forces Europe was established.
The United States, in agreement with Allied governments, assumed responsibility for the strategic defense of
entire Pacific Ocean.
General Douglas MacArthur arrived at Darwin in the Northern Territory of Australia, from the Philippines.
After a courageous collective resistance, some 900 Jews were shot in Ilja, north of Minsk.
Large scale deportations of Jews began from Lublin to the Belzec death camp.
ANTISEMITISM
News Headline:
“Two Steps Speed Japanese Evacuation”
WORLD WAR II
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March 18, Wednesday: Cello Sonata no.2 by Bohuslav Martinu was performed for the initial time, in New York.
The US government created a War Relocation Authority to oversee the removal of Japanese-Americans to
concentration camps.
A naval force under the command of Rear Admiral J.W. Wilcox, USN, including 2 battleships, 1 carrier,
2 cruisers, and 8 destroyers, was ordered to Great Britain to join the British Home Fleet.
News Headline: “FBI Rounds Up More Japanese”
The War Relocation Authority was created.
WORLD WAR II

March 19, Thursday: News Headline:
“First Japanese Ready to Leave Coast”
WORLD WAR II
March 20, Friday: In Zgierz, Poland, 100 Poles were taken from a labor camp and shot by the Germans.
The battleship USS South Dakota (BB-57) was commissioned in New York Harbor.
WORLD WAR II
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March 21, Saturday: A suite for orchestra from Hugo Weisgall’s ballet Quest was performed for the initial time, in
New York.
Saluste du Bartas, a cycle for voice and piano by Arthur Honegger to words of de Montlaur, was performed
for the initial time, in the Salle Gaveau, Paris.
Some folks were happy about something, and as part of their celebration they thought it would be nice to pose
for a group photo-op:

They probably shouted “Banzai,” which means “A thousand years of pushing people around like this.”
Their next stop was presumably the local Japanese Comfort House, where they could all ease their tensions.
After its president had rejected a series of six government appeals to arbitrate a labor dispute, the Toledo,
Peoria & Western Railroad was seized by the US government under presidential order. It would be operated
by the Director of Defense Transportation.
German troops surrounded at Demyansk, northwest of Moscow, attempt to break out.
Führer Adolf Hitler ordered Frtiz Sauckel to obtain labor for Germany’s war machine “by whatever means
necessary.”
WORLD WAR II
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March 23, Monday: Great Britain banned the production of white bread to save shipping space.
United States troops begin rounding up Japanese-Americans on the west coast and sending them to
concentration camps in the Sierra Nevada mountains. News Headline:
“Manzanar Arrival Soon for Interned L.A. Japanese”
The Japanese landed on the British-controlled Andaman Islands in the Bay of Bengal. Finding no opposition,
they immediately rounded up and raped the local women and young girls and sodomized the boys. The
Japanese officers were accustomed to having women abducted for rape at their club. Eventually they would
have a shipload of Korean comfort women brought in to supplement the local supply.
This was Anna Power at age 12
before being taken as a Comfort Woman
by the Japanese Army at age 14.
She now lives in Brisbane and is married.
She was recently awarded $3,540.00 by the
Japanese government in full compensation
for her distressing wartime services.

In Port Blair the Japanese arrested 8 high-ranking Indian officials whom they 1st tortured, then forced to dig
pits in which they were buried to their chests. After chests, heads, and eyes had been prodded with bayonets,
all were machine-gunned. Diwan Singh, Director of Health and President of the Indian Independence League,
was arrested and in the local jailhouse nearly 2,000 of his associates were subjected to “the water treatment,”
electric shock, etc. After 82 days of torture, those of his Peace Committee who remained alive would be taken
to rural areas and executed. During the 3 and a half years of Japanese occupation, out of the 40,000 population
of Port Blair, something like 30,000 would be executed.
WORLD WAR II
March 24, Tuesday: News Headline: “First Los Angeles Japanese Internees Go to Manzanar”
News Headline: “New Curfew Rules for Enemy Aliens”
Public Proclamation No. 3 announced the 1st of 108 “Civilian Exclusion Orders,” informing Japanese
Americans of Bainbridge Island, Washington that “whereas” this and “whereas” that, they had to leave. For the
remainder of the spring, through the summer and into the fall, Japanese Americans up and down the West
Coast would be removed neighborhood by neighborhood in accordance with such “exclusion orders.” Most
Japanese Americans would upon their voluntary arrival be taken to a local “assembly center,” that is,
a temporary detention camp.
WORLD WAR II
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March 25, Wednesday: Tree of Sorrow, an arrangement of Spanish folksongs for chorus acappella by Carlos Chávez,
was performed for the initial time, in Carnegie Hall at New York.
Iannis Xenakis took part in a march through Athens by which Athens University students commemorated
Greek independence day.
Mikis Theodorakis was arrested for hitting an Italian officer during a demonstration at the grave of Theodoros
Kolokotronis, hero of the Greek war of independence (while in prison he would be tortured, and introduced to
communism).
News headline relating to Japanese Americans:
“Aliens Get One More Night Out”
WORLD WAR II
The Kolomyia ghetto was established.
ANTISEMITISM
March 26, Thursday: The initial batch of Jews arrived in Auschwitz — 999 women from Slovakia.
ANTISEMITISM
News headline relating to Japanese Americans:
“Aliens Must Go by Sunday or Army Will Freeze Them”
News Headline:
“New FBI Raids on Enemy Aliens”
News Headline:
“Calif. Japanese Send Funds to Aid Nippon War Chest”
Admiral E.J. King relieved Admiral H.R. Stark as Chief of Naval Operations. Admiral King was Commander
in Chief United States Fleet and Chief of Naval Operations. His principal assistants were Vice Admiral F.J.
Horne, Vice Chief of Naval Operations, and Vice Admiral R. Willson, Chief of Staff. Commander Eastern Sea
Frontier was given operational control of certain Army Air Force units for antisubmarine patrol duty in the
Atlantic.
United States Miscellaneous Auxiliary Vessel Atik was sunk by submarine torpedo at 36 degrees North, 70
degrees West.
WORLD WAR II
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March 27, Friday: La Duchesse de Longeais, a film with music by Francis Poulenc, was shown for the initial time, in
Paris.
News Headline:
“Bay Area Japanese Leaving Coast in Final Rush”
News Headline:
“Writer Guilty as Japanese Agent”
WORLD WAR II
March 28, Saturday: Hymn for chorus and orchestra by Hugo Weisgall to words of the Yom Kippur liturgy, was
performed for the initial time, in Baltimore.
The first deportation train left France for Auschwitz.
ANTISEMITISM
The last Dutch force on Sumatra surrendered to the Japanese at Kutatjane, Aceh.
British commandos destroyed the German dry dock at St. Nazaire at the mouth of the Loire. 390 of the
attackers were killed. When the raid began the Germans panicked and killed 300 French civilian workers.
British planes attacked Lübeck using a new technique where a second wave of bombers was guided by the fires
set by the first wave. Sir Arthur Harris, head of Bomber Command, explains the choice: “Lübeck was not a
vital target, but it seemed to me better to destroy an industrial town of moderate importance than to toil to
destroy a large industrial city. I wanted my crews to be ‘blooded’ as they say in fox hunting, to have a taste of
success for a change.” 312 people were killed, 15,000 left homeless. 2,000 buildings (80% of the city) were
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destroyed including the great organ of the Marienkirche where Dietrich Buxtehude gave his Abendmusiken,
and to which Johann Sebastian Bach had hiked 320 kilometers, to hear in 1705.
The Galilea, an Italian liner of 8,040 tons carrying Italian troops back from North Africa, was torpedoed and
sunk by a British submarine near Antipaxo. 768 troops and crewmembers died.

News Headline: “Japanese Eviction Brings Threat of Crop Losses”
Minoru Yasui walked into a Portland, Oregon police station at 11:20PM and presented himself for arrest, to
test the constitutionality of the curfew orders in court. His case, along with those of fellow dissenters Gordon
Hirabayashi and Fred Korematsu, would reach the US Supreme Court.
WORLD WAR II
March 29, Sunday: The Chinese government instituted the National General Mobilization Act which, in theory, placed
every part of the economy in the hands of the government.
Speaking in New Delhi, Sir Stanford Cripps offered India dominion status, an elected constitutional
convention and, after the war was over, the right to secede.
At Efate in the New Hebrides, the US Marine Corps arrived.
WORLD WAR II
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March 30, Monday: The Joint Chiefs of Staff divided the Pacific Ocean between two commands: Pacific Ocean Areas
under Admiral C.W. Nimitz, and Southwest Pacific Area under General Douglas MacArthur.
A Pacific War Council involving United States, Great Britain, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, Netherlands,
and China was established in Washington DC to plan war policy.
Christmas Island was occupied by Japanese forces, and Buka Island in the Solomons.
Admiral E.J. King relieved Admiral H.R. Stark as Chief of Naval Operations. Admiral King was Commander
in Chief United States Fleet and Chief of Naval Operations. His principal assistants were Vice Admiral F.J.
Horne, Vice Chief of Naval Operations, and Vice Admiral R. Willson, Chief of Staff. Commander Eastern Sea
Frontier was given operational control of certain Army Air Force units for antisubmarine patrol duty in the
Atlantic.
Lieutenant-General J.L. DeWitt of the Western Defense Command of the US Army at the Presidio of San
Francisco, California issued Public Proclamation No. 5 having to do with any and all Japanese American
citizens, with exception being allowed for patients in hospital, or confined elsewhere, and too ill or
incapacitated to be removed therefrom without danger to life, and with exception being allowed for inmates
of orphanages, and with exception being allowed for the totally deaf, dumb, or blind. They were race enemies
and never under any circumstances to be trusted in any way.
United States Miscellaneous Auxiliary Vessel Atik was sunk by submarine torpedo at 36 degrees North,
70 degrees West.
WORLD WAR II
March 31, Tuesday: The Swedish freighter Axel Johnson, with Benjamin Britten aboard, joined a convoy in Boston
harbor and began a crossing of the Atlantic Ocean.
Rear Admiral J.B. Oldendorf became Commander of All Forces Aruba and Curacao, Netherlands West Indies.
Japanese forces occupied Bougainville Island in the Solomons, and Toungoo in Burma.
A new Axis drive against Yugoslav partisans began, driving them into northwest Bosnia.
News Headline: “Dangerous Japanese Aliens Sent to Sharp Park Internment Camp”
News Headline: “FBI Rounds Up Black Dragon Society Members”
News Headline: “Editorial: Evacuations Show Loyalty”
WORLD WAR II

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

WORLD WAR II

WWII

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE
SPRING 1942
Spring: The USS Indianapolis (CA-35) took up station in Alaskan waters.
WORLD WAR II
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APRIL 1942
April 2, Thursday: The leadership committee of the All-India Congress Party rejected the proposals that had been
made by Sir Stafford Cripps on March 29th.
Off the coast of Virginia, when the American freighter David H. Atwater was torpedoed by the German U-boat
U552 (Kapitän-Leutnant Erich Topp), its crew was machined-gunned while taking to the lifeboats. Only 3 of
27 would survive.118
News Headline: “San Francisco Japanese to be Interned at Manzanar”
WORLD WAR II
CALIFORNIA

118. My cold-blooded intent here is to characterize the period of our 2d world war as what it was. It was a convulsion of helplessness
beyond anything humankind had to that point experienced. I will attempt to forego sympathy and access the affect of helpless people
on the various sinking ships at sea –torpedoed or whatever, waiting for their collective fate to engulf them– merely to assist in
depicting the general helplessness of such a spasm.
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April 3, Friday: Admiral C.W. Nimitz, USN, was named Commander in Chief Pacific Ocean Areas (CINCPOA);
Admiral Nimitz was also Commander in Chief Pacific Fleet (CINCPAC).
Japanese forces began a major offensive against the American and Philippine defenders of Bataan.
Japanese planes bombed Mandalay heavily. 2,000 people were killed. Most of the city was set afire.
The last 129 Jews in Augsburg, along with 1,200 Jews from Tlumacz, were deported to Belzec (the community
of Augsburg had been a center of Jewish culture for 700 years).
ANTISEMITISM
News Headline: “State of California Suspends Japanese Employees”
News Headline: “Tanforan Becomes Japanese Internment Center”
News Headline: “Transfer of Japanese Farm Lands Continues”
WORLD WAR II

April 4, Saturday: Requiescat for female chorus by William Schuman was performed for the initial time, in New York
under the baton of the composer.
1,500 Jews from Horodenka were deported to Belzec.
ANTISEMITISM
News Headline: “Tanforan New Japanese Assembly Center”
WORLD WAR II
CALIFORNIA
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April 5, Sunday: The Leningrad Radio Orchestra, reconstituted since ceasing operations January 3, gives a
performance in the Pushkin Theater. Without heat, the temperature in the theater hovers between -7° and -8°
C. but the standing room only audience was not deterred.
Stefan Wolpe’s ballet The Man from Midian to a scenario by Palmer was performed for the initial time, in
Washington.
The vast majority of Norway’s Lutheran clergy meet in Oslo and issued a declaration expressing the
sovereignty of God above all ideologies. This was read from the pulpits throughout Norway and 654 of 699
ministers of religion resigned their civil service positions.
The HMS Cornwall (Captain Manwaring), a 10,000-ton, 8-inch-gun British cruiser, was struck at 1:40PM off
the coast of Ceylon by bombs from 53 Japanese planes from the carriers Akagi, Soryu, and Hiryu and sank in
22 minutes. 198 died. The British cruiser HMS Dorsetshire (Captain Agar) took at least nine direct hits and
sank in less than 8 minutes. 227 died. The cruiser Enterprise and two destroyers would retrieve 1,122 floaters.
The US Submarine Snapper (SS-185) delivered food to Corrigedor, Philippine Islands and evacuated certain
military personnel.
Japanese forces took Mt. Samat in the Philippines.
Lorengau, Manus Island, in the Admiralty Islands, was occupied by the Japanese.
WORLD WAR II
April 6, Monday: Japanese air forces bombed Cocanada (Kakinada) and Vizagapatam (Vishakhapatnam), India.
The sale of white bread was ended in Great Britain.
News Headline: “700 S.F. Japanese to Go Santa Anita Internment Camp”
WORLD WAR II
CALIFORNIA
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April 7, Tuesday: Jawaharlal Nehru, leader of the All-India Congress Party, calls on Indians to resist any Japanese
invasion of the country.
In Germany, Protestant theologian Karl Friedrich Stellbrink and three Catholic priests were arrested for
criticizing Nazi rule (all would be executed).
United States naval patrol aircraft arrive at Natal, Brazil, for operations in the South Atlantic.
News Headline: “S.F. Japanese Exodus Starts”
News Headline: “Goodbye! Write Soon!”
News Headline: “‘Behind the News’; Praise for the Army and Gen. DeWitt for
Evacuation”
WORLD WAR II
CALIFORNIA
April 8, Wednesday: To conserve building materials, the US War Production Board banned all non-essential
construction. It also restricted the use of wool, rayon, cotton, and other materials in garments and published
maximum lengths for jackets, coats, and skirts.
Japanese forces occupied Talasea on New Britain.
News Headline: “Editorial: Japanese Co-operate”
WORLD WAR II
U.S. Colonel William D. Old made the 1st Air Transport Command supply flight “over the hump,” in route
between India and southern China.
Submarine Seadragon (SS-194) delivered food to Corrigedor, Philippine Islands and evacuated certain
military personnel.
The Hydrographic Office and the US Naval Observatory were transferred from the Bureau of Navigation to
the Office of the Chief of Naval Operations.
United States naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Minesweeper Bittern (AM-36), damaged 10 December 1941, Cavite, Philippine Islands sunk by
United States forces
Tug Napa (AT-32), by scuttling, Philippine Islands area, 14 degrees 25 minutes North, 120 degrees
30 minutes East
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April 9, Thursday: Circus Polka by Igor Stravinsky, in its original scoring for wind band and percussion, was
performed for the initial time, at the Barnum and Bailey Circus, Madison Square Garden, New York City. The
ballet was danced by 50 elephants in pink tutus.
Hermann Balck and the German 3rd Panzer Division captured Salonika.
Major General Edward P. King, commander of the Bataan Garrison on Luzon, formally surrendered his 12,000
American and 64,000 Filipino troops to the Japanese under General Homma. After four hard months of combat
his troops were exhausted, low on ammo, and low on food (most of their meat ration was coming from horses,
mules, carabao, and water buffalo) and many of the men were suffering from malaria, dysentery, and other
such diseases. The prisoners would immediately be marched 100 kilometers north from Balanga under
conditions of such cruelty that this would be known as the Bataan Death March. At least 600 American and
5,000 Philippine soldiers would not survive the abuse. 17,000 more would die of starvation and brutality
during the 1st few weeks of captivity at the destination camps.
United States naval vessel lost:
•

PT-34, by horizontal bomber, Philippine Islands area; beached and abandoned, 10 degrees 16
minutes North, 123 degrees 52 minutes East.

The HMS Hermes, a 10,850-ton aircraft carrier (Captain R. Onslow) had been the first Royal Navy ship to be
specially designed as such. The Hermes had left the naval base of Trincomalee, Ceylon (Sri Lanka), escorted
by the Australian destroyer Vampire, and while sailing south and 20 miles off Batticaloa on the east shore, the
ships were attacked by carrier-born aircraft from a Japanese force of three battleships and five carriers which
had entered the Bay of Bengal a week before and were in the process of attacking the naval base there. Around
70 bombers were used and the Hermes sank within 10 minutes followed shortly afterward by the Vampire.
From the Vampire, 9 ratings died. From the Hermes, 19 officers and 283 ratings died.119
The air attack on the base, in addition to military losses, killed 85 civilians. A total of 36 Japanese planes were
shot down.
WORLD WAR II

119. Isn’t is curious, the macabre way these statistics are routinely kept? The number of officer deaths gets cited, then the number
of “ratings” deaths? Imagine trying to say to a “rating” who is going down for the third time, “Look, fellow, you’re obviously taking
this pretty hard –it’s your death and all that– but can’t you at least derive some consolation from the fact that this would have been
a significantly greater loss to us, had you been an officer? God must have loved you enlisted types, he made so many of you.
Soon you will lose consciousness — and then you’ll be a mere nameless, painless statistic who has given your life for your country!
Don’t sweat it, it’s the way things are. Come on now, at least you can hum a bit from ‘There’ll always be an England’....”
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April 10, Friday: Japanese troops landed on Cebu in the Philippine Islands.
A joint administration of Papua and New Guinea was established by Australia.
News Headline: “Editorial: ‘Well Done’; in Praise of Gen. DeWitt and the Army”
At the southern tip of the peninsula of Bataan in the Philippines, near the town of Mariveles, the Japanese
soldiers herded their prisoners of war on the infamous “Death March.” There were 105 US Marines among the
American soldiers who set out. Each morning, in groups of several hundred, the prisoners would be herded
onto the main road that led north to Camp O’Donnell. Any who fell behind were being shot, bayoneted, or
beheaded, and their bodies were being left in full view for the edification of the following column. Between
Mariveles and Cabcaben the column of prisoners was being shelled by their own guns on Corregidor. After a
few days and 100 kilometers of walking, the 1st column of POWs arrived at San Fernando. There they boarded
railroad boxcars, into which they were packed like sardines for about 4 hours, with no room for anyone to sit
down, in the summer heat, with those suffering from dysentery defecating on each other. Many “died standing
up” (600-650 Americans and 5,000 Filipinos were executed for falling behind or died of illness and exhaustion
during the trip) before they detrained at Capas to hike the remaining 10 kilometers to Camp O’Donnell. About
9,300 Americans and 45,000 Filipinos would survive this Death March.
The US Pacific Fleet was reorganized into type commands: Battleships (Rear Admiral W.S. Anderson);
Aircraft Carriers (Vice Admiral W.F. Halsey); Cruisers (Rear Admiral F.J. Fletcher); Destroyers (Rear Admiral
R.A. Theobald); Service Force (Vice Admiral W.L. Calhoun); Amphibious Force (Vice Admiral W. Brown);
Submarine Force (Rear Admiral T. Whiters); and Patrol Wings (Rear Admiral H.S. McCain).
United States naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Submarine tender Canopus (AS-9), by scuttling, off Mariveles Bay, Philippine Islands.
Minesweeper Finch (AM-9), by horizontal bomber, Philippine Islands area, 14 degrees 22 minutes
North, 120 degrees 35 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II

April 11, Saturday: It was announced that Dmitri Shostakovich had won a Stalin Prize for his 7th Symphony.
Given that the All-India Congress Party and the Muslim League had rejected his Indian Union plan,
Sir Stafford Cripps withdrew this proffer. If you don’t want it you can’t have it!
News Headline: “1924 Warning on Japanese Infiltration Suppressed”
News Headline: “Confabs Held on Future of ‘Little Tokio’”
WORLD WAR II
April 12, Sunday: United States Patrol Torpedo Boat PT-35 was sunk by scuttling in the vicinity of the Philippine
Islands, at 10 degrees 18 minutes North, 123 degrees 54 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
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April 13, Monday: The Foreman Went to France, a film with music by William Walton, was performed for the initial
time, in the London Pavilion.
Japanese soldiers set upon 400 of the Philippine prisoners from Bataan, hacking them to death.
News Headline: “Slum Danger in Japantown Under Study”
News Headline: “Conditions at Alien Centers are Defended”
News Headline: “To the Editor: Japanese Have Faith, by George Ishida”
WORLD WAR II

April 14, Tuesday: Concerto for piano and band by Roy Harris was performed for the initial time, in Hill Auditorium
at the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor.
All charges against former French leaders on trial at Riom were dropped because they were found able to
mount an irrefutable defense.
Guiseppe Quaresima committed suicide by jumping off the Golden Gate Bridge.
The German submarine U-85 was sunk by destroyer Roper (DD-147) off the coast of Virginia, at 35 degrees
55 minutes North.
News Headline: “Japantown Slum Drive Growing”
WORLD WAR II
JAPANESE

April 15, Wednesday: Trams ran in Leningrad, for the first time in months.
The US government warned Americans still in unoccupied France to get out as soon as possible.
Submarine bases at Kodiak and Dutch Harbor, Alaska, were established. Naval Air Station, Barbers Point,
Oahu was established.
United States naval vessel sunk: PT-41, by scuttling, Philippine Islands area, 7 degrees 53 minutes North,
124 degrees 15 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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April 16, Thursday: Japanese troops landed on Panay, Philippines.
The entire population of Malta was awarded the George Cross for heroism in the face of furious German air
attacks.
Second Essay for Orchestra by Samuel Barber was performed for the initial time, in Carnegie Hall, New York.
News Headline: “Japanese to Occupy Tract in Arizona”
WORLD WAR II
April 18, Saturday: Pierre Laval replaced Henri Petain as prime minister of the French State.
A little more than 650 miles east of Honshu, Japan, Lieutenant-Colonel James H. Doolittle’s 16 twin-engined
Mitchell B-25 bombers were launched from Vice Admiral W.F. Halsey’s carrier USS Hornet (CV-8), with a
mission to drop some incendiary bombs upon the Japanese civilians of Tokyo, Yokosuka, Yokohama, Kobe,
and Nagoya. The planes were able to carry only four incendiary bombs, each — not enough to do more than
disturb enemy public morale. For such a bit of derring-do, Lieutenant-Colonel Doolittle was to receive a
Congressional Medal of Honor! Since his aircraft were unequipped to set down on a carrier, the plan was for
these bombers to continue 1,200 miles across the East China Sea and land at airstrips in China. Some of the
bombers would make it all the way but others would run out of fuel and their crews would need to bail out over
Japanese-controlled terrain. Sixty-four American airmen would parachute into the area around Chekiang.
Most would be given shelter by Chinese civilians but 8 would be picked up by Japanese patrols, and 3 would
be executed after standing trial for their crime against humanity. The Japanese army would conduct a massive
search and in the process would torch entire towns and villages suspected of harboring Americans. When the
Japanese troops would move out of the Chekiang and Kiangsu areas in mid-August, they would be leaving in
their wake some 250,000 corpses of Chinese civilians, executed during the search for the American flyers.

(When this story gets retailed, the little detail about 250,000 Chinese corpses is frequently overlooked.)
News Headline: “3000 More Japanese Go to Manzanar”
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News Headline: “‘Behind the News’; Plight of Filipino-Japanese Women”
A German submarine shelled oil installations at Curacao in the Netherlands West Indies.
WORLD WAR II
April 19, Sunday: Three Trios op.99 for female voices and orchestra by Florent Schmitt were performed for
the initial time, in Paris.
Canon, a song by Charles Ives to words of Moore, was performed for the initial time, at the HumphreyWeidman Studio in New York.
Japanese troops conquered Cebu in the Philippines and Yenangyuang, Burma (Myanmar).
WORLD WAR II

April 20, Monday: Japanese forces occupied Hollandia, Netherlands New Guinea (Jayapura, West Irian) and
completed their conquest of the Philippine islands of Leyte, Negros, Panay and Samar.
Béla Bartók ran into his son Péter, by chance, in a Bronx subway station. Péter had left Hungary in December
but his father had had no idea when he would arrived in the US because that information had been censored
from the cable.
United States carrier Wasp (CV-7), in Mediterranean Sea, launched 47 British Spitfire aircraft for Malta.
News Headline: “Evacuation Plan for L.A. Speeded”
WORLD WAR II
April 21, Tuesday: Clarinet Sonata by Leonard Bernstein was performed for the initial time, in the Institute of Modern
Art, Boston, with the composer himself at the piano.
German troops who had been surrounded at Demyansk were relieved after 2 1/2 months.
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt ordered the seizure of all enemy-controlled patents, some 25,000 in
number.
News Headline: “‘Manzanar Nice Place – It Better Than Hollywood,’ by United
Press”
News Headline: “City to Clear Japantown Slums”
News Headline: “‘Food for Victory’ from Seized Japanese Farms”
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General Joseph Stilwell set up his Headquarters at Lashio, Burma and issued Battle Order 0001 to the Chinese
Expeditionary Force in Burma.
The Kenedy Alien Detention Camp received, as its initial consignment of internees, 156 Japanese, 456
Germans, and 14 Italians. The Japanese had been brought mainly from Mexico but the Germans and Italians
had been brought largely from Central and South America.

(However, the sad fact is that 80% of the prisoners in the three Texas camps would come from Peru and about
70% of these would be Japanese who had been deported arbitrarily not because they provided any sort of
security problem but as a result of race prejudice and because they had been strong competition economically
for “native” Peruvians.)
WORLD WAR II
April 22, Wednesday: General Joseph Stilwell moved to Toungoo on the Sittang River.
WORLD WAR II
CHINA
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April 23, Thursday: Woman in War, dance music by Henry Cowell to a scenario by Chen, was performed for the initial
time, in New York.
Chinese troops in Burma begin a withdrawal from Taunggyi back into China.
German air raids begin against cathedral cities in Britain.Almost like, but not exactly like, the following
WORLD WAR II
illustration:

April 24, Friday: A military court in Dublin sentenced Brendan Behan to 14 years imprisonment for firing at police
during an IRA Irish Republican Army march.
German planes carried out what were known as the Baedeker Raids, beginning with Exeter. These historic
towns had been chosen from the Baedeker Guide Book, in retaliation for the RAF Royal Air Force raids on
Lübeck. Bath would also be hit. 400 civilians would be killed. Meanwhile British planes bombed Rostock,
destroying 70% of the center of the medieval city.
News Headline: “‘Behind the News’; Aliens Should Dispose of Contraband”
News Headline: “Japantown Liquor Curb Urged”
News Headline: “S.F. Japanese Register for Evacuation”
WORLD WAR II
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April 25, Saturday: As required by law, Igor Stravinsky registered for war work in Los Angeles (he would be stocking
a chickencoop and growing a kitchen garden).
WORLD WAR II

April 26, Sunday: Two works for male chorus by Hans Pfitzner were performed for the initial time, in Cologne: Wir
geh’n dahin op.49/1 to words of Franck, and Das Schifflein op.49/2 to words of Uhland.
An explosion at a colliery in Honkeiko, Manchukuo killed 1,549 people.
United States Destroyer Sturtevant (DD-240) was sunk by a mine of fMarquesas Key, Florida
WORLD WAR II
April 27, Monday: Ernest MacMillan resigned as principal of the Toronto Conservatory.
News Headline: “S.F. Japanese Register for Tanforan Camp”
WORLD WAR II

April 28, Tuesday: United States Escort Force (Rear Admiral R.C. Giffen) departed Scapa Flow, Scotland, to protect
convoys to Russia.
A coastal “blackout” was imposed along a 15-mile strip where, allegedly, German U-boats had been able to
pick out the silhouettes of merchant shipping against the lights of towns and cities.
News Headline: “FBI Conducts New Raids on Enemy Aliens”
News Headline: “San Francisco Japanese Sent to Tanforan Internment Camp”
WORLD WAR II
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April 29, Wednesday: First coastal convoy leaves New York for the Delaware River. Japanese landed on and seized
Parang and Cotabato, Mindanao, Philippine Islands.
News Headline: “Japanese Evacuation from San Francisco Speeded Up”
News Headline: “‘Behind the News’; Japanese Won’t be Welcomed Back”

From this point, the Jews of the Netherlands would be required to wear the yellow Star of David.

ANTISEMITISM
Japanese troops occupied Lashio, the southern end of the Burma Road northeast of Mandalay, cutting off land
supply routes to China.
A military court in Zürich found 2 founders of the Swiss Nazi Party guilty of “threatening the security of the
Swiss Confederation.”
Private Ralph Shapey, on furlough from basic training in Alabama, conducted the Philadelphia Orchestra.
WORLD WAR II
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April 30, Thursday: The Pinsk ghetto was established.
ANTISEMITISM
We can afford to bear in mind that while Ezra Pound definitely made use of ethnic slurs, behind such rabblerousing his intended target was always the international banking establishment — which he perceived as
dominated by families that were, at least ethnically, Jewish. For whatever intentions are worth, he did not
intend to be an enemy of Jews as such: “Don’t start a pogrom,” he suggested, “That is, not an old-style killing
of small Jews. That system is no good whatsoever. Of course if some man had a stroke of genius and could
start a pogrom up at the top, there might be something to say for it. But on the whole legal measures are
preferable.” We can bear in mind that Herr Hitler took Pound’s advice, at the start of his extermination
program, excluding German Jews first from the professions and the universities (and only then proceeding to
the so on and so forth).
Fons salutifer op.48 for chorus, orchestra and organ by Hans Pfitzner was performed for the initial time, in
Karlsbad.
Concerto for cello and orchestra by David Diamond was performed for the initial time, in Rochester, New
York, conducted by Howard Hanson.
Allied troops in Burma took up new defensive positions north of the Irrawaddy.
Under National Guard protection against the local white Americans, 14 black American families were able to
move into the federally-funded Sojourner Truth housing project.
The Headquarters, Western Defense Command and Fourth Army at the Presidio of San Francisco, California
issued Civilian Exclusion Order No. 27. According to this “A responsible member of each family, and each
individual living alone, in the above described area will report between the hours of 8:00AM and 5:00PM,
Friday, May 1, 1942, or during the same hours on Saturday, May 2, 1942, to the Civil Control Station located
at 530 Eighteenth Street, Oakland, California.” Failing to do so, they would be “liable to the criminal penalties
provided by Public Law No. 503, 77th Congress.”
New Japanese Evacuation Order
Two naval patrol planes evacuated military and civilian personnel from Corregidor, Philippine Islands.
Admiral H.R. Stark assumed command of United States Naval Forces Europe.
The battleship Indiana (BB-58) was commissioned at Newport News, Virginia.
WORLD WAR II
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MAY 1942
May:

According to THE PAST AS PROLOGUE by Renato Redentor Constantino, “In May 1942, a cholera epidemic
created by Unit 731 in Yunnan province kill[ed] over 200,000 people. Three months later, another 200,000
die[d] in Shandong province as a result of Unit 731’s germ warfare. In the Zhekiang province city of Quzhou
alone, over 50,000 perish[ed] from bubonic plague and cholera.”
WORLD WAR II
GERM WARFARE

JAPANESE
CHINESE
May:

The Japanese established a seaplane base on Tulagi Island in the southern Solomons off the coast of
Guadalcanal.
WORLD WAR II

May:

Drafted into the Japanese military, Hiroo Onoda attended a school for guerilla warfare. Being taken as a
prisoner of war was considered by the Japanese to be a failure deserving of death, and in addition to this, what
Onoda was being told was that it was the duty of a lurking guerrilla fighter to stay alive at any cost.
LAST TO SURRENDER

WORLD WAR II
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May:

Heisenberg and Dopel observed the 1st multiplication of neutrons.
WORLD WAR II
ATOM BOMB

NOBODY COULD GUESS WHAT WOULD HAPPEN NEXT

May:

Another 355 aliens, mostly Germans, arrived at the Kenedy Alien Detention Camp in Texas.

WORLD WAR II

World War II

“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project
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May 1, Friday: Gold and the Señor Commandante, a ballet by William Bergsma, was performed for the initial time, in
Rochester, New York.
United States Naval Base and United States Naval Auxiliary Air Facility, Great Exuma, Bahama Islands, and
United States Naval Base, Grand Cayman, British West Indies, were established. Admiral W.D. Leahy, USN
(Ret.), ended his service as Ambassador to France.
The Dvinsk ghetto was virtually liquidated.
ANTISEMITISM
Japanese occupied Mandalay, taking control of all of central Burma.
WORLD WAR II

May 2, Saturday: An Organ Sonata by Ernst Krenek was performed for the initial time, in Vassar College Chapel,
Poughkeepsie, New York.
The fourth of the Four Piano Blues by Aaron Copland was performed for the initial time, in Montevideo.
Prime Minister Thorvald August Marinus Stauning of Denmark died and was succeeded by Wilhelm Buhl.
Japanese troops landed on Florida Island in the Solomon Islands.
Seaplane Tender Mizuho was sunk by the US submarine Drum (SS-228) off southeastern Honshu, Japan, at 34
degrees 26 minutes North, 138 degrees 14 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
May 3, Sunday: The US Submarine Spearfish (SS-190) evacuated certain military personnel from Corregidor,
Philippine Islands.
The Japanese occupied Tulagi in the Solomons.
WORLD WAR II
May 4, Monday: Ezra Pound declared that “The Bolshevik anti-morale comes out of the Talmud, which is the dirtiest
teaching any race ever codified. The Talmud is the one and only begetter of the Bolshevik system.”
ANTISEMITISM
Benjamin Britten made a “Statement to the Local Tribunal for the Registration of Conscientious Objectors.”
This began, “Since I believe that there was in every man the spirit of God, I cannot destroy, and feel it my duty
to avoid helping to destroy as far as I am able, human life, however strongly I may disapprove of the
individual’s actions or thoughts.”
Japanese troops defeated Chinese troops at Bhamo in Burma. General Joseph Stilwell started the “Walkout”
at Shwebo, Burma.
After sending 16,000 artillery shells onto the island within 24 hours, a small Japanese force landed on
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Corregidor to fierce resistance by American and Philippine troops.
The Battle of the Coral Sea (4-8 May) commenced with an air strike on Tulagi, Solomon Islands, by United
States carrier-based aircraft. Allied naval forces (Rear Admiral F.J. Fletcher, USN) comprised Attack Group
(Rear Admiral T. C. Kinkaid, USN) of United State cruisers Chester (CA-27), New Orleans (CA-32), Portland
(CA-33), Astoria (CA-34), Minneapolis (CA-36) and destroyers Farragut (DD-348), Dewey (DD-340),
Monaghan (DD- 354), Aylwin (DD-355) and Phelps (DD-360); Support Group (Rear Admiral J. G. Crace, RN)
with United States cruiser Chicago (CA-29), Australian cruisers Australia and Hobart, and United States
destroyers Perkins (DD-377) and Walke (DD- 416); Carrier Group (Rear Admiral A. W. Fitch, USN)
consisting of United States carriers Lexington (CV-2) and Yorktown (CV- 5) with destroyers Anderson (DD411), Hammann (DD-412), Russell (DD-414), and Morris (DD-417); Fueling Group (Captain J.S. Phillips,
USN) including United States oilers Tippecanoe (AO-21) and Neosho (A0-23) and destroyers Worden (DD352) and Sims (DD-409). Commander in Chief United States Fleet (Admiral E. J. King) directed Coast Guard
Auxiliary to organize civilian small craft as coastal pickets. The United States Minesweeper Tanager (AM-5)
was sunk by the coastal defense guns of Corregidor, Philippine Islands. The Japanese Destroyer Kikuzuki was
sunk by US carrier-based aircraft off Tulagi in the Solomon Islands.
WORLD WAR II
May 4-8: Battle of the Coral Sea, until May 8th.
WORLD WAR II
May 5, Tuesday: The 1st prisoner exchange from the Kenedy Alien Detention Camp took place when 21 Germans
were traded back to the enemy.

Allied forces landed on the north end of the Vichy-held island of Madagascar, near Diego Suarez.
Rear Admiral F.J. Fletcher minuted that a South Allied force, after fueling, changed course to intercept the
Japanese Port Moresby Invasion Group (Battle of Coral Sea, 4-8 May).
Japanese forces landed on Corregidor, Philippine Islands. The American and Philippine troops on the island
surrendered.
United States naval vessels sunk:
•

River gunboat Mindanao (PR-8) and submarine rescue vessel Pigeon (ASR-9), by horizontal
bombers, Philippine Islands area, 14 degrees 23 minutes North, 120 degrees 36 minutes East.
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•

Tugs Genesee (ATO-55) and Vaga (YT-116), by scuttling, Philippine Islands area, 14 degrees 25
minutes North, 120 degrees 30 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II

May 6, Wednesday: Rear Admiral F.J. Fletcher minuted that his South Allied force was steaming on course to
intercept the Japanese Port Moresby Invasion Group (Battle of Coral Sea, 4-8 May).
Naval Auxiliary Air Facility, Nawiliwili, Kauai was established.
Corregidor and Manila Bay forts, Philippine Islands surrender to the Japanese. Fighting ceased and all US
forces in the Philippine Islands surrendered with the exception of those on the island of Mindanao.
United States naval vessels sunk:
•

River gunboat Oahu (PR-6) and Luzon (PR-7), and minesweeper Quail (AM-15), by scuttling,
Philippine Islands area, 14 degrees 23 minutes North, 120 degrees 35 minutes East

The British captured Madagascar.
WORLD WAR II

May 7, Thursday: Fourth Construction for percussion quintet by John Cage was performed for the initial time, at the
Holloway Playhouse in the Fairmont Hotel, San Francisco. This would be known as Imaginary Landscape no.2
(March). Also premiered were two works by Lou Harrison: Canticle #3 for ocarina, percussion and guitar, and
In Praise of Johnny Appleseed for percussion and wooden flute.
Philippine Chief Justice José Abad Santos refused to serve the Japanese occupiers and was executed in Manila.
General Wainwright broadcast from Luzon asking all United States forces in the Philippines to surrender.
Vichy French defenders surrendered the town of Antsirane (Antsiranana) and port of Diego Suarez,
Madagascar to Allied forces.
The USS Sims and the USS Neosho were part of Task Force 17 proceeding to the Coral Sea to try and prevent
the Japanese from landing on Port Morseby and Tulagi. After a refuelling operation at sea, the Sims was
detached from the group and ordered to remain with the tanker Neosho. Spotted by Japanese scout planes, the
destroyer and tanker were attacked by fighters and bombers from the carriers Zuikaku and Shokaku. The slow
tanker received 7 direct bomb hits and was set on fire. The Sims, her hull plates split open by 3 direct hits
amidships, jackknifed and sank with her depth charges exploding. Her 14 survivors were picked up by the still
blazing Neosho. After drifting for 4 days the Neosho would be found by the destroyer USS Henley which
would offload the remaining 14 crewmembers and then put the hulk down with a couple of torpedoes. Prior to
this rescue, 68 had abandoned the hulk in life rafts, but by the point at which they would be found 10 days later
by the destroyer USS Helm, only 4 of the 68 would still be alive. By the end of this process, the casualties from
the Sims and Neosho would total 179.
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Rear Admiral F.J. Fletcher minuted that his South Allied force turned north to engage the Japanese Attack
Group. The Support Group under Rear Admiral Crace, RN was detached to intercept enemy Port Moresby
Invasion Group. Admiral Crace minuted that South ships were attacked by enemy torpedo bombers and landbased bombers and, mistaken for Japanese Port Moresby Invasion Force, were bombed by Army B-26 aircraft.
Carrier aircraft attacked the Japanese Support Group and sank the aircraft carrier Shoho (Battle of the Coral
Sea, 4-8 May).
Hollandia, New Guinea, was occupied by Japanese forces.
United States naval vessel sunk:
•

Destroyer Sims (DD-409), by dive bomber, Battle of the Coral Sea, 15 degrees 10 minutes South,
158 degrees 5 minutes East

United States naval vessel damaged:
•

Oiler Neosho (AO-23), by dive bomber, Battle of the Coral Sea, 15 degrees 10 minutes South, 158
degrees 5 minutes East, and sunk by Unites States forces 11 May 1942

Japanese naval vessel sunk:
•

Carrier Shoho, by carrier-based aircraft, Battle of the Coral Sea, 10 degrees 29 minutes South, 152
degrees 55 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

May 8, Friday: Ernest Bloch was awarded a gold medal by the American Academy of Arts and Letters, the first
composer so honored.
Carrier Lexington (CV-2) search aircraft sight Japanese carriers Shokaku and Zuikaku. Rear Admiral F.J.
Fletcher minuted that the South carrier aircraft damaged Shokaku and forced her retirement. At the same time,
Japanese aircraft hit carriers Yorktown (CV-5) and Lexington (CV-2), damaging the latter to such an extent that
destroyer Phelps (DD-360) was ordered to sink her. (This was the first battle in modern naval history in which
opposing warships did not exchange a shot.] The Port Moresby invasion force was required to return to the
Japanese base at Rabaul.
Japanese forces occupied Myitkyina, Burma (Myanmar).
German forces begin an offensive against the Kerch Peninsula and Sevastopol in Crimea.
United States naval vessel sunk:
•

Carrier Lexington (CV-2), severely damaged by carrier-based torpedo bombers and, in sinking
condition, sunk by United States forces, Battle of the Coral Sea, 15 degrees 12 S, 155 degrees 27
minutes East

United States naval vessel damaged:
•

Carrier Yorktown (CV-5), by carrier-based dive bombers, Battle of the Coral Sea, 14 degrees 35
minutes South, 155 degrees 15 minutes East
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The first “volunteer” Japanese-Americans arrived at Poston, Arizona, one of ten “relocation centers” in which
Japanese Americans would be sequestered during the war years. Through the rest of the summer, Japanese
Americans would be transferred from “assembly centers” to Manzanar and Tule Lake, California; Amache,
Colorado; Minidoka, Idaho; Topaz, Utah; Heart Mountain, Wyoming; Rohwer and Jerome, Arkansas; and Gila
River and Poston, Arizona.

The German summer offensive began in the Crimea.
WORLD WAR II
May 9, Saturday: Céline, a song for voice, flute, harp and string trio by Arthur Honegger to words of Aubry, was
performed for the initial time, in Paris.
Japanese troops occupied Soembawa (Sumbawa) Island east of Bali and virtually ended American resistance
near Dalirig on Mindanao.
United States carrier Wasp (CV-7), in the Mediterranean, launched 47 British Spitfire aircraft in the direction
of Malta. Nine German and Italian air raids on Malta would be successfully intercepted.
When the Germans liquidated the ghetto in Markuszow, Poland, 1,600 residents were taken away while a few
hundred managed to escape.
ANTISEMITISM
German submarine U-352 was sunk by Coast Guard cutter Icarus (PC-119) off South Carolina, at 34 degrees
12 minutes North, 76 degrees 35 minutes West.
WORLD WAR II
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May 10, Sunday: The Ramb IV, a former Italian hospital ship captured by the British that had become a Ministry of
War transport, was carrying 360 staff and wounded patients when attacked by enemy aircraft while on its way
to Alexandria from Tobruk. During the attack 155 of the wounded men and 10 of the crewmen died.
The survivors abandoned ship and the empty hulk would later be sunk in the Mediterranean by warships of the
Royal Navy.
Japanese forces occupied Palawan Island in the Philippines.
General Sharp, commanding American forces still fighting in the Philippines, ordered surrender.
Avoiding the Japanese troops, General Stilwell’s group used rafts built by Burmese natives as transportation
on the Uyu river. Dr. Seagrave’s Burmese nurses insisted that the wooden rafts have roofs for protection from
the sun.
WORLD WAR II
May 11, Monday: Publication of William Faulkner’s GO DOWN, MOSES.
Native Land, a film with music by Marc Blitzstein, was shown for the initial time, at the World Theater of New
York City.
Pursuant to an April 27th referendum, the Canadian Parliament enacted full conscription.
Japanese Minelayer Okinoshima was sunk by US Submarine S-42 north of the Solomon Islands, at 5 degrees
6 minutes South, 153 degrees 48 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
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May 12, Tuesday: Sinfonía Porteña by Alberto Ginastera was performed for the initial time, in Buenos Aires.
The US Battleship Massachusetts (BB-59) was commissioned at Boston, Massachusetts.
General Stilwell, with Major Frank Merrill and his group of escapees, arrived at Homalin on their “Walkout”
from southern Burma.
The last US soldiers still fighting in the Philippines surrendered to Japanese troops on the island of Mindanao.
Soviet forces renewed their offensive against the German forces near Kharkov.
A German U-boat sent a torpedo at a US commercial vessel in the mouth of the Mississippi River and
photographed the moment of its orgasm:
WORLD WAR II
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May 13, Wednesday: The Bureau of Navigation was renamed Bureau of Naval Personnel.
Japanese troops crossed the Salween River, Burma, driving toward Kengtung.
Soviet troops began to evacuated the Kerch Peninsula.
A German submarine sank a Mexican oil barge in the Gulf of Mexico (Mexico would make a formal
complaint).
The French agreed to immobilize three of their warships at Martinique in the French West Indies.
WORLD WAR II
May 14, Thursday: Concerto for two pianos and orchestra by Norman Dello Joio was performed for the initial time, at
a student composition concert at the Juilliard School, New York.
Two new works by American composers were performed for the initial time, in Cincinnati: Lincoln Portrait
for speaker and orchestra by Aaron Copland and The Mayor LaGuardia Waltzes for orchestra by Virgil
Thomson.
A German submarine laid a minefield off St. John, Newfoundland.
WORLD WAR II

May 15, Friday: The Next of Kin, a film with music by William Walton was shown publicly for the initial time, at the
London Pavilion.
Gasoline rationing went into effect.
German forces captured Kerch in the Crimea.
WORLD WAR II
May 16: Japanese troops occupied Flores Island just west of Timor.
Women voted for the initial time in the Dominican Republic, in a presidential election (unfortunately, there
was only one candidate on the ballot, the irrepressible Rafael Trujillo).
WORLD WAR II
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May 17, Sunday: German forces launched an offensive at Izyum, southeast of Kharkov.
After two weeks in a refugee camp in Casablanca on the coast of Africa (having left her notebooks behind with
Gustave Thibon in France), Simone Weil sailed on with her parents toward New York City. Eager to join the
French Resistance movement headquartered in London, she would write to various officials there.

Japanese submarines sunk:
•
•

Submarine I-28, containing 88 lives, by submarine Tautog (SS-199), Caroline Islands area, 6
degrees 30 minutes North, 152 degrees 0 minutes East
Submarine I-164, by submarine Triton (SS-201), southeast of Kyushu, Japan, 29 degrees 25
minutes North, 134 degrees 9 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

HISTORY’S NOT MADE OF WOULD. TODAY IS MAY 17TH, 1942 AND
ACTUALLY SIMONE WROTE TO NO OFFICIALS ON THIS DAY (ALTHOUGH
SHE “WOOD,” A FUTURE NOT-YET-EXISTENT THINGIE). WHEN SOME
HISTORIAN REVEALS, FOR INSTANCE, THAT A PARTICULAR NEWBORN
WOOD EVENTUALLY INVENT THE SEWING MACHINE, S/HE DISCLOSES
THAT WHAT IS BEING CRAFTED IS NOT REALITY BUT
PREDESTINARIANISM. THE HISTORIAN IS SETTING CHRONOLOGY TO
“SHUFFLE,” WHICH IS NOT A PERMISSIBLE OPTION BECAUSE IN THE
REAL WORLD SUCH SHUFFLE IS IMPOSSIBLE.

THE RULE OF REALITY IS
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THAT THE FUTURE HASN’T EVER HAPPENED, YET.

May 18, Monday: Arthur Honegger’s Symphony for Strings (Symphony no.2) was performed for the initial time, in
Zürich.
The Office of Naval Inspector General was established, under Rear Admiral C.P. Snyder.
Germans captured Izyum and 214,000 Red Army troops.
Lyndon Baines Johnson would claim, all his life, that never in his life had he exhibited any tendency toward
racism. –He would claim this over and over. –He would tell this to anyone and everyone. –You’d suppose that
anything he said more than once would be true. Yet on this day, while he was visiting Nouméa in New
Calcedonia while serving on active duty, he saw some native South Sea islanders and made a record of them
as “very much like Negroes. Work only enough to eat.”
So what did this Southern gentleman mean when he claimed over and over that he never personally had any
tendency toward racism at all? We can only infer that what he meant was that he didn’t hate the colored races
— he merely categorically disdained them, or categorically feared them. On his ranch in Texas, he would insist
that on his work crews there always had to be a white man riding along just to make sure that the Tex-Mex
ranchhands didn’t have a chance to doze off. He referred repeatedly in conversation with other white people
to “my nigger maid” and “my nigger chauffeur.” When he was not angry he addressed black men as “Boy”

World War II

“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project
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and when he was angry he addressed them as “Nigger.” He once asked a black man whom he knew well,
whether it bothered him that he never addressed him by his name, and when the man said that yes, indeed it
did bother him, LBJ blew up and cursed the man. But he merely disdained the black and brown races –he didn’t
hate them like some of the other white Southern gentlemen he associated with– so he wasn’t a racist. His
political speeches were full of unguarded “yellow peril” style references, which is to say, gratuitous references
to “the menace of Eurasia” or “godless men in Eurasia,” and he occasionally deployed such rancid tropes as
“yellow dwarf with a pocketknife.” That wasn’t racism — because fear is not hatred.

In fact, however, the racial attitudes of President Lyndon Baines Johnson were indistinguishable from the
racial attitudes of President Richard Milhous Nixon. Both men equally disdained the black, brown, and red
races, and feared the yellow race, and honored only white men like unto themselves.
WORLD WAR II
“Always remember others may hate you but those who hate
you don’t win unless you hate them. And then you destroy
yourself.”
— President Richard Milhous Nixon

May 19, Tuesday: General Joseph Stilwell and his ragged group arrived in Imphal, India.
WORLD WAR II
Captain Carl W. Eifler and Captain John Coughlin departed training camp “X” near Lake Ontario, Canada to
establish an OSS (Detachment101) organization in Burma. Under the guise of malaria research a base camp
would be set up at Nazira, Assam, India.
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May 20, Wednesday: Japanese troops completed their takeover of Burma and advanced to the border of India.
Air Force, South Pacific Area (Rear Admiral J.S. McCain) was established.
WORLD WAR II
May 21, Thursday: Fiancailles pour rire, a cycle for voice and piano by Francis Poulenc, to words of Vilmorin, was
performed for the initial time, the composer himself at the piano.
Le journal tombe à cinq heures, a film with music by Arthur Honegger, was shown for the initial time, in Paris.
North Pacific Force (Rear Admiral R.A. Theobald) was established for operations in the Alaskan sector.
I.G. Farben set up a factory near Auschwitz to make synthetic oil and rubber using slave labor from the camp.
4,300 Jews were deported from Chelm to Sobibor. All were gassed on arrival.
2,000 Jews in Korzec were taken to fields near town and murdered.
A decree in the Netherlands authorized the complete expropriation of Jewish property.
ANTISEMITISM
WORLD WAR II
May 22, Friday: Incidental music to LaGallienne’s (after Carroll) play Alice in Wonderland by Irving Fine was
performed for the initial time, in John Hancock Hall, Boston.
The US War Production Board announced that new tires and safety razors would not be available to the
average citizen for at least two years.
Theodore John Kaczynski was born in Evergreen Park, Illinois (which is suburban Chicago) to 2d-generation
Polish Americans Wanda Theresa Dombek Kaczynski and Theodore Richard “Turk” Kaczynski. Ted would
turn out to be something of a prodigy.
Later Mexico would decide retroactively that as of this date it had entered into a state of war against Germany,
Italy, and Japan.
WORLD WAR II
May 24, Sunday: Thousands of partisans would be caught and killed by the Germans in a 6-day sweep along the
Bryansk-Vyazma railway beginning today.
WORLD WAR II
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May 25, Monday: Las agachadas for chorus by Aaron Copland to traditional Spanish words, was performed for the
initial time, in Carnegie Hall, New York.
Julian S. Haswell committed suicide by jumping off the Golden Gate Bridge.
United States naval vessel damaged: Destroyer Blakeley (DD-150), by submarine torpedo, off Martinique,
French West Indies
Japanese naval vessel sunk: Repair ship Asahi, by submarine Salmon (SS-182), South China Sea, 10 degrees
North, 110 degrees East
WORLD WAR II
May 26, Tuesday: Twenty-Year Mutual Assistance Agreement between the United Kingdom and the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics.

READ THE FULL TEXT
German and Italian forces in Libya led by Erwin Rommel began an offensive against the Allied (Britain-South
Africa-India-Free France) army, beginning around Bir Hacheim, south of Gazala.
Great Britain and the Soviet Union agree to a mutual assistance treaty which forbids either party from making
a separate peace with Germany or its allies.
WORLD WAR II
May 27, Wednesday: Suite op.9 for violin and cello by Vincent Persichetti was performed for the initial time, at the
commencement of Philadelphia Conservatory.
German forces defeated British and Indians south of Bir Hacheim, Libya, but their move north was halted by
the British. Free French troops fought off Italian at Bir Hacheim.
In Prague, Schutzstaffel Leader Reinhard Heydrich, Reich Protector of Bohemia and Moravia, whom his
friends called “The Blond Beast” and his enemies referred to as “Hangman Heydrich,” was attacked by two
Czechs (flown in by the British) near Prague and severely wounded. (He would die on June 4th. The assassins
would be caught in Budapest and executed, as would 1,300 other Czechs including all the male inhabitants of
the town of Lidice. The town, accused of having harbored the assassins, would be razed.)
An administration loyal to Free France took over in Uvea and the Futuna Islands.
US Marines and Seabees occupied Wallis Island in the South Pacific Ocean.
United States Destroyer tender Prairie (AD-15) and the gunboat Spry (PG-64) were damaged by fire, near
Argentia, Newfoundland.
WORLD WAR II
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May 28, Thursday: Benjamin Britten appeared before a British court to explain why he should be exempted from
military service as a Conscientious Objector: “I cannot took part in acts of destruction.” He claimed he can
best serve his country through his creative activities. The court exempted him but required him to do noncombatant duties (he would appeal).
Basso Ezio Pinza was released from Ellis Island, having been held since March 12th as an enemy alien.
United States forces arrived at Espiritu Santo in the New Hebrides Islands.
The Axis advance in Libya faltered. The German soldiers continued to attacked toward Acroma, and engaged
the British near Bir el Harmat.
200 Poles were taken from Warsaw to Magdalenka and shot.
The Germans defeated the forces of the USSR at Kharkov.
Ezra Pound broadcast that: “Class war is not an American product, not from the roots of the nation. Not in our
historic process. And the racial solution, which is Europe’s solution, which is in Europe’s process, rooted deep
down, un-uprootable.” He told his listeners it was vital they study the evolution of the American system, why
the American Revolution took place to begin with — yes, it had to do with money:
Colonies, pretty much racially homogeneous, evolved. They found
a solution for the problem of money, not of fields against money,
not of colonists, farmers fighting money, but of fields and
money working together, and they found it in Pennsylvania, and
the world said, “How marvelous.” And an unjust, usurious,
monopolist government shut down on the money — money handed out
to the colonists to facilitate their field production, the
repayment not going to a set of leeches and exploiters. And the
unjust monopolist government, namely the British, was hoofed out
[of] the colonies 30 years later.
WORLD WAR II
May 29, Friday: The largest selling recording in history, Irving Berlin’s White Christmas, was recorded by Bing
Crosby.
German forces complete the encirclement of 250,000 Soviet troops west of the Donets.
In heavy fighting in Libya, the balance of the day went to the Axis.
In Radziwillow, Poland, 3,000 Jews were rounded up and shot despite a breakout that had gained temporary
freedom for many of them.
ANTISEMITISM
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May 30, Saturday: Civilian Exclusion Order No. 99 was issued on our West Coast, providing instructions to all persons
of Japanese ancestry, whether US citizens or not, residing in the County of Yolo of the State of California, to
the south of the north line of US Highway No. 40. These were to be evacuated. The Civil Control Station was
equipped to assist the Japanese population affected by this evacuation by giving advice and instructions, and
assisting in the management, leasing, sale, storage or other disposition of most kinds of property, such as real
estate, business and professional equipment, household goods, boats, automobiles, and livestock. They would
provide temporary residence facilities and transport persons and a limited amount of clothing and equipment
to their new residence.
The Appellate Tribunal awarded Michael Tippett conditional registration, that is to say, full time work in air
raid precautions, National Fire Service, or in the farmland — labor appropriate for a coward rather than for a
Conscientious Objector. The composer of course refused.
The Royal Air Force staged its initial 1,000-plane raid, over the city of Cologne in Germany, on this night of
May 30/31. The British dropped 1,455 tons of bombs in 90 minutes. 469 people were killed, 41 planes were
lost, 13,000 homes were destroyed, and 45,000 people were made homeless. Other than that the raid
accomplished nothing whatever. The raid was almost like, but not exactly like, the following illustration:

WORLD WAR II
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May 31, Sunday: Kenneth Patchen’s radio play The City Wears a Slouch Hat with music by John Cage was broadcast
for the initial time, over the airwaves of WBBM, originating in Chicago, conducted by the composer himself.
Ezra Pound although never an advocate of mass extermination or of any program of discrimination against
Jews definitely did perceive communism as an outgrowth of ancient Judaic teachings, terming communism
“the left hand of Judah” (the right hand, presumably, being international finance capitalism).
Japanese kaiten suicide submarines raided the harbor of Sydney, Australia.
WORLD WAR II
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JUNE 1942
June:

Mass murder of Jews by Germans by gassing began at the Auschwitz death camp.

A German was picked up in the vicinity of the US-Canada border near Rouses Point. He was wearing a Royal
Canadian Air Force uniform.
Jazz trumpeter and vocalist Rowland Bernart “Bunny” Berigan died from the effects of a severe hemorrhage
at the age of 33, in New York City.
Rochester, New York newspaperman Lloyd Klos received his draft registration notice.
Japanese construction parties began an airfield at Lunga Point on Guadalcanal. Australian coastwatchers
would keep Allied commanders appraised of Japanese progress. The preliminary planning for “Operation
Watchtower” began.
Adirondacks towns futilely petitioned President Franklin Delano Roosevelt for a relaxation of gas rationing
during the summer tourist season. The season would turn out to be a disaster. Three area state campgrounds
would need to remain closed due to a lack of visitors.
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The American Friends Service Committee began Civilian Public Service Camp No. 41 as a mental hospital
unit at Eastern State Mental Hospital in Williamsburg, Virginia,120 with Calhoun D. Geiger and Gordon Foster
serving as directors, and 33 other Conscientious Objectors as attendants in the wards (only a minority of these
objectors were affiliated with the Friends).121 Asa Watkins, who would perform his alternative service there,
would comment “It is sort of like a perpetual bad dream. The smells, the sounds of the insane voices, the bad
equipment.

The long, dark corridors ... it is all very much like a medieval fairyland of the nether regions.” The objectors
would attempt to improve conditions for the patients and the asylum directors would attempt to have them
removed from the grounds “in the interest of greater harmony.”
WORLD WAR II

120. Dating to 1773, this had been the initial public asylum in America — with the single exception of the basement of the
Philadelphia Hospital, a Quaker institution.
121. The work week for such an attendant was 79 hours.
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June 1, day: An airplane from the USSR arrived in New York. Aboard was a box of microfilm containing the score
and parts of the Symphony no.7 “Leningrad” by Dmitri Shostakovich.
Great Britain restricted the clothing ration by one-quarter.
The United States Marine Corps sank so low as to allow some American black men to enlist
(in all of World War II only a total of 19,168 such enlistments would be tolerated).

In fierce fighting, German and Italian forces eliminated the Free French defenders of Bir Hacheim, Libya.
After the sinking of a couple of its ships by German submarines, the government of Mexico declared that a
state of war had existed with Germany, Italy and Japan retroactive to May 22d.
On this night the Royal Air Force sent 1,036 planes over Essen, Germany (and, they weren’t waving hello).
Liberty Barricade, an underground newspaper of the Polish Socialist Party, published an extensive description
of gassing at the Chelmo concentration camp. At least one of the German death camps was at this point
exposed, to Europe and the West.
ANTISEMITISM
June 2, Tuesday: William Edward Hanford and Donald Fletcher Holmes received a U.S. patent for polyurethane.
Two carrier task forces (those of Rear Admiral F.J. Fletcher and Rear Admiral R.A. Spruance) rendezvoued
about 350 miles northeast of Midway Island.
The composition of United States naval forces at the Battle of Midway was as follows:
•

Rear Admiral F.J. Fletcher (Task Force 17) — carrier Yorktown (CV-5), heavy cruiser Portland
(CA-33) and Astoria (CA-34), and destroyers Hughes (DD-410), Anderson (DD-411), Hammann
(DD-412), Russell (DD- 414), Morris (DD-417), and Gwin (DD-433)
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•

Rear Admiral R.A. Spruance (Task Force 16) — carriers Enterprise (CV-6) and Hornet (CV-8),
heavy cruiser Pensacola (CA-24), Northampton (CA-26), New Orleans (CA-32), Minneapolis
(CA-36), and Vincennes (CA-44), light cruiser Atlanta (CL-51), destroyers Dewey (DD-349),
Worden (DD-352), Monaghan (DD-354), Aylwin (DD-355), Phelps (DD-360) Balch (DD-363),
Conyngham (DD-371), Benham (DD-397), Ellet (DD-398), Maury (DD-401), and Monssen (DD436), oilers Cimarron (AO-22), and Platte (AO-24); and submarines on patrol and scouting duty
Narwhal (SS-167), Nautilus (SS-168), Dolphin (SS-169), Cachalot (SS-170), Cuttlefish (SS-171),
Pike (SS-173), Tarpon (SS-175), Plunger (SS-179), Tambor (SS-198), Trout (SS-202), Grayling
(SS-209), Grenadier (SS-210), Gudgeon (SS-211), Gato (SS-212), Grouper (SS-214), Growler
(SS-215), Flying Fish (SS-229), Finback (SS-230), and Trigger (SS-237)
WORLD WAR II

June 3, Wednesday: The British government announced that it would be nationalizing the coal and milk industries.
From this point, the Jews of Belgium would be required to wear the yellow Star of David.
ANTISEMITISM
Japanese carrier-based aircraft bombed Dutch Harbor and there were landings on Kiska and Attu in the western
Aleutian Islands.
Midway-based aircraft locate and attack transports of Japanese Combined Fleet (Admiral Yamamoto) about
600 miles west of that island.
United States Coastal Minesweeper Bunting (AMC-7) sank after a collision in San Francisco Bay, California.
WORLD WAR II
June 4, Thursday: Song of the Free by Kurt Weill to words of MacLeish was performed for the initial time, as part of
a revue in the Roxy Theater of New York City.
German Schutzstaffel general Reinhard “Blond Beast” Heydrich, Reich Protector of Bohemia and Moravia,
succumbed to the wounds inflicted on him in the ambush of May 27th.

Skilled Swordsmen
Saint Ignatius Loyola

President Harry S Truman

Michel Angelo

General George Patton

Sir Walter Raleigh

Heinrich Himmler

René Descartes

Hermann Göring

John Milton

Juan Péron

George Frederick Handel

Francisco Franco

Johann Wolfgang von Goethe

Benito Mussolini
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Skilled Swordsmen
Karl Marx

Oswald Mosley

Sir Richard Burton

Reinhard Heydrich

Aleksandr Pushkin
The Battle of Midway (4-6 June) began as aircraft from four Japanese carriers struck at Midway Island
installations which were being defended by Marine and Army aircraft. Carrier task forces (those of Rear
Admiral F.J. Fletcher and Rear Admiral R.A. Spruance) launched aircraft from carriers Enterprise (CV-6),
Hornet (CV-6), and Yorktown (CV-5) which hit four Japanese carriers. Yorktown was disabled by Japanese
carrier aircraft. Admiral Yamamoto abandoned his plans for Midway Island and retired westward.
United States Carrier Yorktown (CV-5) was damaged by carrier-based aircraft at 33 degrees 51 minutes North,
177 degrees 1 minute West. The Japanese Carrier Kaga was sunk by carrier-based aircraft at 30 degrees 23
minutes North, 177 degrees 1 minute West. The Japanese Carrier Soryu was sunk by carrier-based aircraft and
by the US submarine Nautilus (SS-168) at 30 degrees 42 minutes North, 179 degrees 37 minutes West.
WORLD WAR II
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His death would be worth many lives:

In the Battle of Midway (until the 6th), four Japanese aircraft carriers, the Soryu, the Akagi, the Kaga, and the
Hiryu were reduced to burning pyres within 10 minutes by 54 American pilots. 307 Americans died during
this battle in which none of the opposing ships even once sighted each other, the entire battle being fought by
the carriers planes, the Vals, Kates, and Zeros of the Japanese against the Dauntlesses, Devastators, and
Wildcats of the Americans. From the Japanese carriers around 250 planes were lost and from the American
carriers, the Enterprise, Yorktown, and Hornet, 72 planes were lost. The Soryu was ablaze when it was sighted
by the US submarine Nautilus, which nevertheless sent three silver fish to speed her sinking.

Thus, when the Soryu went down at 7:13AM, it took with it its entire compliment of 728.
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The Akagi, flagship of Admiral Nagumo, sank with 221 deaths after being scuttled and torpedoed by its escort
destroyers. The 30,000-ton Kaga sank with around 800 deaths after tearing itself apart in two explosions.
The Hiryu would still be burning the next morning at 9:00AM to be torpedoed by its escort destroyers.
416 died on the Hiryu, her captain, Tomeo Kaku, and her commander, Admiral Yamaguchi, saying goodbye
to the surviving crewmen while lashing themselves to the bridge. The Yorktown was the only US casualty, three
bombs from a Japanese divebomber reducing the carrier to a derelict wreck. When 2 tin fish hit the vessel and
it listed to 26 degrees, an order to abandon ship was given. At 6AM on June 7, the floating hulk was found by
a Japanese submarine that expended a couple more tin fish to finish it off.
WORLD WAR II

June 5, Friday: String Quartet in c minor op.50 by Hans Pfitzner was performed for the initial time, in Berlin.
The Chairman of the Council of Mayors of Greater Brussels sent a letter to German authorities informing them
that the council was unable on moral grounds to carry out a directive ordering the distribution of yellow badges
to Jews.
ANTISEMITISM
The United States of America declared war on Bulgaria, Romania, and Hungary.
US MILITARY INTERVENTIONS
The German army besieged Sevastopol.
The carrier task force under Rear Admiral R.A. Spruance pursued the Japanese fleet westward (Battle of
Midway, 4-6 June). As they retreated, they disposed of two of their damaged carriers:
•
•

Carrier Akagi, 30 degrees 30 minutes North, 179 degrees 40 minutes West
Carrier Hiryu, 31 degrees 28 N, 179 degrees 24 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

June 6, Saturday: Bachianas Brasileiras no.4 in an arrangement for orchestra by Heitor Villa-Lobos was performed for
the initial time, in New York under the baton of the composer.
Aircraft from carriers Enterprise (CV-6) and Hornet (CV-8) attacked Japanese force retiring from Midway.
After recovering aircraft, United States force changes course eastward to refuel and breaks contact with the
enemy (Battle of Midway, 4-6 June, one of the most decisive battles in naval history. It was the turning point
of the Pacific War. In addition to the crippling loss of four aircraft carriers, the Japanese suffered the loss of a
large percentage of their most highly trained and battle- experienced carrier pilots.)
United States Destroyer Hammann (DD-412) was sunk by a submarine torpedo, 30 degrees 36 minutes North,
176 degrees 34 minutes West
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Japanese heavy cruiser Mikuma was sunk by naval carrier-based aircraft and Marine land-based aircraft,
30 degrees 0 minutes North, 173 degrees 0 minutes East

During the first 40 days at the Camp O’Donnell POW camp, about 1,500 more Americans had died (the death
rate there was the highest of any POW camp during the war). At this point the Filipino POWs there were
granted complete amnesty by the Japanese, and released.
During the Battle of Midway, when the aircraft carrier USS Yorktown was torpedoed by Japanese submarine
I-168, the destroyer USS Hammann moved close to the carrier in an effort to protect her from further damage.
When they saw the wakes of 4 more torpedoes, the Hammann’s gunners opened fire — but failed to detonate
even one of the four. The 1st passed under the keel of the destroyer and exploded against the Yorktown. The
2nd opened up the No. 2 boiler room of the Hammann. Her keel broken, it took only 4 minutes for the destroyer
to vanish. Many of her floaters were killed in the water as her depth charges exploded. The destroyers USS
Balche and USS Benham rescued the survivors from the Yorktown and the Hammann and moved at full speed
toward the security of Pearl Harbor. Of the Hammann’s complement of 241 officers and men, 5 officers and
71 crewmen had died immediately, and before they would reach the hospitals of Pearl Harbor, 26 more would
die of wounds.
WORLD WAR II

June 7, Sunday: German and Romanian forces began a major assault on Sevastopol.
The US Wartime Civil Control Administration reported in San Francisco that virtually the entire Japanese
American population of the west coast (99,770 people) had been relocated inland.
The Aleutian Islands of Attu and Kiska were occupied by Japanese troops.
From this point, the Jews of occupied France would be required to wear the yellow Star of David.
ANTISEMITISM
The United States Navy completed its overwhelming naval victory over the Japanese in the vicinity of Midway
Island.
Command of naval forces was reallocated: Atlantic and Pacific Fleets, Sea Frontiers, and Special Task Forces
were place directly under Commander in Chief United States Fleet and Chief of Naval Operations; Naval
Local Defense Forces, Naval Transportation Service, Special Duty Ships, and Naval District Craft were made
responsible to Vice Chief of Naval Operations. Japanese occupy Kiska and Attu, Aleutian Islands, Alaska.
United States naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Carrier Yorktown (CV-5), by Japanese submarine torpedo, as she retires, damaged, after Battle of
Midway, 30 degrees 36 minutes North, 176 degrees 34 minutes West.
Seaplane tender (small) Gannet (AVP-8), by submarine torpedo, off Bermuda
WORLD WAR II
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June 9, Tuesday: Naval Operating Base, Kodiak, Alaska, was established.
WORLD WAR II
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June 12, Friday: German submarines laid mines off Cape Henry, Virginia.
For her 13th birthday Anne Frank received a diary — over the following two days about 2,000 Jews would be
deported from the Theresienstadt concentration camp to death camps.
ANTISEMITISM

The British destroyer HMS Grove, captained by Commander J.W. Rylands, was escorting a convoy from
Alexandria to the island of Malta when the convoy was spotted by enemy aircraft. Soon there was an intensive
attack by bombers, submarines, and units of the Italian Navy.
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The Grove was hit by a torpedo. 2 officers and 108 ratings died. The light cruiser HMS Hermione was also
sunk. 8 officers and 79 ratings died.122
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The attack was so effective that part of the convoy turned back to Alexandria.
WORLD WAR II

June 13, Saturday: The New York Times ran a headline on its Page 7, that “Nazis Blame Jews / For Big
Bombings.” In this article, Nazi propaganda minister Joseph Goebbels was quoted as vowing that the Jews
would pay for German suffering “with the extermination of their race in all Europe and perhaps even beyond
Europe.”
ANTISEMITISM
German and Italian forces defeated the British in a furious two-day tank battle near Al’Adam, Libya.
German scientists launched the first V2 (known to the Germans as A4) at Peenemünde. The rocket lifted off,
but crashed a kilometer away.
A team of 4 saboteurs trained in Germany in explosives, chemistry, secret writing, and how to blend into
American surroundings, led by George John Dasch, had landed from a U-boat on the beach near Amagansett,
Long Island. Another such team would land in a few days in Florida. Dasch would turn himself in at the New
York Field Office of the FBI and help locate and detain the remainder of his Long Island team. Within a couple
of weeks, the Bureau would have all 8 saboteurs in custody.
German submarine U-157 was sunk by Coast Guard cutter Thetis (PC-115) north of Cuba, at 24 degrees 13
minutes North, 82 degrees 3 minutes West.
WORLD WAR II
June 14, Sunday: General Erwin Rommel’s German forces defeated Neil Richie at Gazala.
The first echelon of the 1st Marine Division, under Major General A.A. Vandegrift, arrived at Wellington,
New Zealand.
WORLD WAR II

122. Isn’t is curious, the macabre way these statistics are routinely kept? The number of officer deaths gets cited, then the number
of “ratings” deaths? Imagine trying to say to a “rating” who is going down for the third time, “Look, fellow, you’re obviously taking
this pretty hard –it’s your death and all that– but can’t you at least derive some consolation from the fact that this would have been
a significantly greater loss to us, had you been an officer? God must have loved you enlisted types, he made so many of you.
Soon you will lose consciousness — and then you’ll be a mere nameless, painless statistic who has given your life for your country!
Don’t sweat it, it’s the way things are. Come on now, at least you can hum a bit from ‘There’ll always be an England’....”
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June 15, Monday: Richard Milhous Nixon received an appointment as a Lieutenant (Junior Grade) in the US Naval
Reserve.
The Trento, an Italian cruiser in the “Harpoon” convoy en route to Malta, was torpedoed by British aircraft
southwest of Crete. Although the Trento was taken in tow by its escorting destroyer it was then sunk by 2 tin
fish from a British submarine. 549 died and 602 would survive.123
WORLD WAR II

THE FUTURE IS MOST READILY PREDICTED IN RETROSPECT

June 17, Wednesday: German and Italian forces captured Sidi Rezegh, Libya.
A team of 4 saboteurs trained in Germany in explosives, chemistry, secret writing, and how to blend into
American surroundings, led by Edward Kerling, landed at Ponte Vedra Beach south of Jacksonville, Florida.
The landing was discovered by fishermen and the foreign agents were captured by the FBI.
WORLD WAR II

123. At a first order of approximation there seems to be a remarkable similarity between fighting at sea and feeding fish.
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June 18, Thursday: United States Naval Air Facility, La Fe, Cuba, was established.
A 2d team of 4 German saboteurs, led by Edward Kerling, landed at Ponte Vedra Beach in Florida.
WORLD WAR II
June 19, Friday: Vice Admiral R.L. Ghormley assumed command of South Pacific Area and South Pacific Force with
headquarters at Auckland, New Zealand.
United States Submarine S-27 was lost by grounding and abandonment near Amchitka, Aleutian Islands.
WORLD WAR II
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June 20, Saturday: Anne Frank to her diary: “Still,” she writes, “what does that matter? I want to write, but more than
that, I want to bring out all kinds of things that lie buried deep in my heart.”

A Japanese submarine shelled Estevan Point, Vancouver Island, British Columbia.
German and Italian forces began a bombardment of Tobruk (Tubruq).
Police Battalion 101 from Hamburg, consisting of eleven officers, five administrators, and 486 ranks set out
by truck for Poland. A few days later they would arrive at the town of Bilgoraj, south of Lublin. Here for the
first time they would be informed of the nature of their mission. Divided into killing squads of 8-10 men, each
policeman was to select a victim, a man, a woman, or a child, and then they were to walk in parallel single file
to the killing site. There they were to order their victims to lie face down in a row on the ground and await a
bullet in the back of the head. This procedure would be repeated over and over again throughout the day, and
by the end the uniforms of the policemen would be splattered with blood, brain matter, and bone splinters. The
30 men of Leutenant Kurt Drucker’s platoon of 2nd Company shot 200-300 Jews within a 4-hour period. That
day over 1,200 Jews were in this manner disposed of. Some members of Police Battalion 101 who had
approved of the task they were asked to perform, after the first few killings asked to be excused. Many such
requests could be honored, as there were always volunteers to take their place. (At German war crimes trials
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after the war, 21 members of Police Battalion 101 would be convicted, and 14 would be hung.)
WORLD WAR II

This is a German Army action figure,
complete with its tiny Luger,
which you can purchase
for your son to play with.

June 21, Sunday: Erwin Rommel and the German Army captured Tobruk, taking 30,000 Allied soldiers prisoner.
Fort Stevens on the coast of Oregon was shelled by the 5.5-inch deck gun of Japanese submarine I-25. The
encounter was a clear victory for pacifism. The fort commander refrained from giving the order to fire because
this might, he later explained, have disclosed the locations of his guns to the people who were already shooting
at them. One of the 17 shells fired knocked down the backstop of the fort’s baseball diamond. Another shell
nicked a power line, which would later fail. At about midnight, having failed to provoke any reaction ashore,
the submariners gave up and sailed away.
WORLD WAR II
June 22, Monday: The Symphony no.7 “Leningrad” of Dmitri Shostakovich was performed for the initial time outside
the Soviet Union, in London.
Concerto for piano and orchestra by Bruno Maderna was performed for the initial time, in Venice.

June 23, Tuesday: The initial group of Polish mental patients got sent to Auschwitz.
WORLD WAR II
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June 24, Wednesday: German and Italian forces crossed the frontier from Libya into Egypt.
Claiming that the killers of Reinhard Heydrich had taken refuge there, the Germans shot all 33 inhabitants of
the Czech village of Lezáky near Prague.
President Roberto Ortiz of Argentina submitted his resignation due to ill health (Vice President Ramón Castillo
had been acting for him ever since July 3, 1940, when he had originally fallen ill).
May, for unison chorus and piano by Benjamin Britten to anonymous words, was performed for the initial time,
over the airwaves of the BBC Home Service.
WORLD WAR II
June 25, Thursday: German forces begin an attacked towards Rostov-on-Don.
Germans begin arresting 22,000 Jews in the Paris area, for deportation.
ANTISEMITISM
1,000 Royal Air Force bombers attacked Bremen, and unloaded their bomb bays even though the cloud cover
made it impossible to have any idea what was on the ground beneath them.
The US Army established a European Theater of Operations under Major General Dwight David “Ike”
Eisenhower, who arrived on this day in London.
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt and British Prime Minister Winston Churchill concluded their
conference in Washington; a decision had been reached for combined United States-British research and
development of an atomic bomb.
Japanese Destroyer Yamakaze was sunk by US Submarine Nautilus (SS-168) off Honshu.
WORLD WAR II

Real and Half Real
It was a time to find a new world: who was sent forth? Columbus, that is the dove, Noah’s dove
Over wide waters. It was time (men having so long so vainly envied the birds) it was time to realize
That ancient dream: and who were appointed? Two brothers, surnamed Wright, (that’s maker, artificer)
Launch their contrivance — where? — on the field of the hawk, Kittyhawk, the mewing hawk.
These are the two great turnings
In a thousand years: you notice how the names mark them: do you see myth
Leaning tall from her darkness over the shoulders of history, guiding
The hand that writes? A dove discovers new lands; a legendary artificer, doubled to symbolize
Importance, invents the plane.
Or again: consider the dates of the earlier world-war.
It became world-war
The day America entered it: what was that day? A most appropriate day,
a so-called Good Friday,
The day of the death of Christ. And then it ended, not quite too late, and its armistice
Is dated the eleventh hour, underscored by eleventh
Day and month: a grim bit of humor, trivial but ominous.
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— And now we return to complete the twelfth —
The man who is chosen to crack the iron shell of Europe:
what is his name? — Iron-hewer.
There seems to be something
Intentional in these coincidences. Perhaps they are token
That what makes history is not the actors; men’s minds and clashing causes are not the cause.
The play —
As Hardy, Tolstoy, Sophocles knew — is authored
Outside the scene. Invisible wires are pulled, the passionate puppets gesticulate, Napoleon, Oedipus
And Hitler perform their pre-formed agonies.
But now consider
Something not human: — here the coast hills at Soberanes Creek sea-mouth,
steep wedges and cones of granite
Thin-skinned with grass; their feet are deep in the flood-tide ocean, dark, heavy and still,
calm in this trough
Between two storms; their heads are against the dark heavy sky.
No life is visible but the bright grass,
And a gang of wild pigs, huddled and flank-to-flank, flowing up a swale
On the far slope; and that one eagle, wheeling and rocking, high and alone
Against the cloud-lid.
Here are no trivial artist-signatures, no puppet-play,
no pretence of free will;
This is first-class reality. The human affair is half real, part myth, part art-work:
this is in earnest.
I conclude
That men should play the parts assigned them and do it bravely, emulating
The nobility of nature, but well in mind
That their play is a play; it is serious but not important; what’s done in earnest
is done outside it.
— Robinson Jeffers

June 26, Friday: United States Naval Auxiliary Air Station (Lighter-than-Air), San Julian, Cuba, was established.
Germany announced unrestricted submarine warfare off United States Atlantic Coast.
WORLD WAR II
June 28, Sunday: German and Hungarian forces began a major offensive centered at Kursk, breaking the Soviet
defenses and driving toward Voronezh.
New Zealand forces routed the German forces in a battle by moonlight at El ‘Alamein.
Petit Cours de Morale for voice and piano by Arthur Honegger to words of Giraudoux was performed for the
initial time, in the Salle Gaveau, Paris, with Francis Poulenc at the piano.
WORLD WAR II
June 29, Monday: German and Italian forces broke through the Indian defenders of Matrûh, Egypt.
Valiant for Truth, a motet for chorus and organ ad lib. by Ralph Vaughan Williams to words of Bunyan,
was performed for the initial time, in St. Michael’s Church, Cornhill, London.
WORLD WAR II
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June 30, Tuesday: Rommel’s German forces reached El Alamein near Cairo, Egypt.
Naval vessels on hand (all types)...........5,612
Personnel:
Navy............................................................................................640,570
Marine Corps..............................................................................143,528
Coast Guard..................................................................................58,998
Total personnel...........................................................................843,096
United States Coast Minesweeper Hornbill (AMc-13) sank after a collision in San Francisco Bay, California.
German submarine U-158 was sunk by naval land-based aircraft (VP-74) in the western Atlantic area,
32 degrees 50 minutes North, 67 degrees 28 minutes West.
WORLD WAR II
The Germans placed severe restrictions on the freedom of movement of Dutch Jews.
ANTISEMITISM
June/July: The Japanese tested Salmonella on Chinese prisoners.
WORLD WAR II
GERM WARFARE
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SUMMER 1942
Summer: It was probably at this point (he’s still certain of the season, but not exactly of the year) that John R. Kellam
visited his older brother, in training at Carlyle Barracks in Pennsylvania, and learned a thing or two about the
ethos of warfare:
I noticed that on one of the buildings was mounted, in large
metal letters, the motto of the medical corps, the army medical
corps: To Preserve Fighting Strength. Not to save lives, not to
prevent the injured GIs from dying, but to patch them up so they
could go out and do some more killing. I suppose for some younger
COs who hadn’t done as much thinking as I’d been through, it was
possible for them to let themselves be drawn into the Army Corps
on the promises that they wouldn’t be asked to do the killing
directly. But there it was, in bold relief! The only and official
reason for having an army medical corps is to prevent the loss
of fighting strength where possible.
At this point, six months after the Japanese and the German declarations of war upon the United States of
America, declarations which had been eagerly sought by President Franklin Delano Roosevelt by every means
under his control, the Commander in Chief bragged to Secretary of the Treasury Morgenthau about his
personal trickiness: “You know I am a juggler, and I never let my right hand know what my left hand does ...
and furthermore I am perfectly willing to mislead and tell untruths if it will help win the war.”124

As Friend John R. Kellam now insists upon reminding people lest they forget and again let down their guard,

124. I can well imagine that any number of people are going to be outraged at the manner in which this Kouroo Contexture
categorizes Franklin Delano Roosevelt as having been a moral cripple. How can I be allowed to describe an American war president
in such terms? I conceive, however, that in the interest of an honest historical analysis, no other course is possible — the man
proudly, repeatedly condemned himself out of his own mouth. As a point in comparison, in Ken Kesey’s “One Flew Over the
Cuckoo’s Nest” the point-of-view character (ably portrayed in the movie by Jack Nicholson) was a self-admitted child molester who
remained amused by his own behavior, and our sympathy with his lobotomization is distanced by the realization that he was an
extremely dangerous person who under no circumstances could be allowed access to children. In analyzing the record of this US
president it is similarly necessary for us, Republican or Democrat, to distance ourselves, and bear in mind historically that it had
been an extremely tragic error that we had ever allowed a man of this low character to assume a position of higher responsibility
than, say, some town’s dogcatcher or accountant.

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

WORLD WAR II

WWII

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE
The first casualty of war is the truth.
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JULY 1942
July:

In November 1941, Führer Adolf Hitler had met with the grand mufti of the great temple of Jerusalem, Haj
Amin al-Husseini, in Berlin, and the political leader of the Nazis and the religious leader of the Muslims had
conspired as to how they might be able to make common cause to exterminate the half a million Jewish citizens
of Palestine. At this point, therefore, it was no coincidence that a SS killing squad (Einsatzgruppe) was in the
Middle East, under Walter Rauff, complete with a mobile gas van. If it should happen that the German armies
under General Rommel would be able to sweep toward the east along the Mediterranean coast, for sure that
gas van would be coming in very handy. (Actually, Rommel’s eastward movement would be intercepted in the
fighting around El Alamein, which happens to be one of the reasons why the nation of Israel exists today.)
ANTISEMITISM
The 1st Marine Division began preparations to seize Lunga Point and Tulagi. Naval support and assault
shipping were massed by the Allied Forces.

WORLD WAR II
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July 1, Wednesday: Quadrilha Brasileira for piano by Claude Champagne was performed for the initial time, in Rio de
Janeiro, to celebrate Canada’s Dominion Day. The work was commissioned by the Jean Désy, the ambassador
from Canada to Brazil.
Axis troops reached El Alamein, Egypt.
In the Philippines, off Cape Bojidoru, Luzon, the 7,267-ton passenger ship Montevideo Maru was sunk by
mistake by the American submarine Sturgeon. The ship had left Rabaul, New Britain unescorted on June 22,
heading for Japan with 1,035 Australian nationals including 845 prisoners of war (the bulk of the Lark Force,
2/22 Battalion, Australian 8th Division), their 62 Japanese guards, and 71 Japanese crewmen. Among the 208
civilian prisoners had been the 36 crewmembers of a Swedish cargo ship, the Herstein, which had been
bombed and set on fire while loading copra in Matupi harbor. It was struck at 0225 hours by 2 torpedoes of a
4-torpedo spread at a range of 4,000 yards. From the Allied contingent on board, there would be no survivors.

The ship began to list to starboard and went down stern first at 0240 hours. On July 6 the 168 survivors of Lark
Force and some civilian nurses would be herded aboard the Naruto Maru and 9 days later, dirty and half
starved, would reach Yokohama. All these would survive the war. Japanese sources indicate that 17 of their
crewmen and guards reached the Luzon shore, only to disappear from the records — presumably the Philippine
guerrillas there executed them.
WORLD WAR II

July 1-30: First Battle of El Alamein, Egypt.
WORLD WAR II
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July 2, Thursday: The Germans begin regular deportations of Jews from Berlin to Theresienstadt. By December 17th,
10,000 people would be deported.
ANTISEMITISM
WORLD WAR II

July 3, Friday: A suite from the music to the film Regain by Arthur Honegger was performed for the initial time, in
Paris.
Festive Occasion for band by Henry Cowell was performed for the initial time, in Central Park, New York, the
composer himself conducting.
German troops completed the captured of Sevastopol, taking 90,000 prisoners.
German forces began a final assault on Yugoslav partisans in the Kozara region. 2,000 partisans would be
killed, in comparison with 150 Germans. Over 60,000 Yugoslav peasants would be arrested, shot, or deported
for slave labor.
WORLD WAR II

July 4, Saturday, our national birthday: Three “liberty” ships were launched in Baltimore, Maryland —
replacements for other ships, already at the bottom of the sea. In Philadelphia, Pennsylvania at the site of the
Liberty Bell, 200 young men were inducted into the armed forces — replacements for other young men,
already in their graves.
For first time United States Army bombers joined with the Royal Air Force in an air raid on Western Europe.
In New York, at a service of the “Eternal Light,” flags of the allied nations were displayed in a colorful V for
victory. In Washington DC, “civilian protective forces” were put on alert in case of emergency.
One Japanese naval vessel was sunk off Agattu, Aleutian Islands:
•

Destroyer Nenohi, by submarine Triton (SS-201)

In Metuchen, New Jersey, 2,000 Danes celebrated the 30th anniversary of the celebration at Rebild National
Park in Denmark, a tradition that had begun in 1912.
CELEBRATING OUR B-DAY

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

WORLD WAR II

WWII

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE
Convoy PQ-17, comprising 22 American and 11 British merchant ships, sailed on this day from Iceland for
the port of Murmansk in the Barents Sea. Suspecting that German warships were on their way to intercept the
convoy, the British Admiralty ordered “Scatter, and proceed to destination at utmost speed.” During the 10day 700-mile dash that would follow, German bombers and U-boats would be having themselves a turkey
shoot, destroying a total of 23 ships and killing 153 seamen. Only 11 of the 33 vessels would ever reach port.
On board the sunken vessels had been 3,500 trucks, 435 tanks, and a couple of hundred aircraft — essential
war materials, and most desperately needed by our Russian ally.
WORLD WAR II
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July 5, Sunday: Soviet resistance in the Crimea ended as German troops reach the Don near Voronezh.
The Imperial Japanese Navy destroyer IJN Arare, part of Admiral Nagamo’s carrier force in his attack on Pearl
Harbor on December 7, 1941, was sunk by the American submarine USS Growler (SS-215) about 7 miles east
of Kiska in the Aleutian Islands. When the torpedo struck the Arare amidships, it blew up. Commander Ogata
Tomoe would survive, but 104 died.
WORLD WAR II
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July 6, Monday: The Frank family moved into a “secret annex” in a building in Amsterdam, to be joined there in the
following week by the van Daan family.
ANTISEMITISM
ANNE FRANK
WORLD WAR II
July 7, Tuesday: The Finale of New Dance op.18c for band by Wallingford Riegger was performed for the initial time,
in Brooklyn.
United States Naval Air Facility, Reykjavik, Iceland was established.
A fierce two-day Soviet resistance at Voronezh halted the eastern advance of the Germans.
German submarine U-701 was sunk by Army aircraft off the coast of North Carolina, 34 degrees 50 minutes
North, 74 degrees 55 minutes West.
WORLD WAR II
July 9, Thursday: German troops reached Rossosh and crossed to the east bank of the Don River, cutting the MoscowRostov rail line. They began a drive toward Stalingrad.
Mehmet Sürkrü Saracoglu replaced Refik Ibrahim Saydam as Prime Minister of Turkey.
The Frank family and four other Jews went into hiding in an Amsterdam warehouse.
WORLD WAR II
ANTISEMITISM
July 10, Friday: Stalin became Chairman of the High Command of the Red Army.
WORLD WAR II
July 11, Saturday: Germans captured Lisichansk on the Donets River.
WORLD WAR II
July 13, Monday: United States Naval Air Facility, Grand Cayman, British West Indies, was established.
Ezra Pound orated about his version of the original intent of the American Founding Fathers: “I am telling you
how to oil up the machine and change a few gadgets so that it would work as the founders intended.”
German submarine U-153 was damaged by the US submarine chaser PC-458 and by Army aircraft off the
coast of Panama, and then sunk by the US destroyer Landsdowne (DD-486), at 9 degrees 56 minutes North,
81 degrees 29 minutes West.
WORLD WAR II
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July 14, Tuesday: Newsreel, in Five Shots for orchestra by William Schuman was performed for the initial time, in
New York.
Accepting a proposal by Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi, the Indian National Congress resolved that the
British must immediately “quit India.”
WORLD WAR II
July 15, Wednesday: Chôros no.9 for orchestra and the orchestration of Rudepoema by Heitor Villa-Lobos were
performed for the initial time, in Rio de Janeiro, conducted by the composer.
Submarine Base, Midway Island, was established. Naval Air Transport Service Squadron (VR-3) was
established at Kansas City, Kansas, for operations in the United States.
Japanese submarine chasers Nos. 25 and 27 were sunk by the submarine Grunion (SS-216) off Kiska in the
Aleutians.
German troops captured Millerovo on the Voronezh-Rostov railway.
The first 2,000 Dutch Jews were deported to Auschwitz.
ANTISEMITISM
German submarine U-576 was sunk by naval land-based aircraft (VS-9), and United States merchant vessel
Unicoi, off the coast of North Carolina, 34 degrees 51 minutes North, 75 degrees 22 minutes West.
WORLD WAR II
July 16, Thursday: 13,000 Jews were arrested by French police and held for the Germans, who would transport them
east.
ANTISEMITISM
Advanced Group, Amphibious Force, Atlantic Fleet (Rear Admiral A.C. Bennett) was established to conduct
amphibious training in Great Britain.
WORLD WAR II
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July 17, Friday: Ezra Pound detected in many historical problems the covert but direct involvement of Jewish
financiers. For example, he pointed out, “Nobody with any historical knowledge says that the French
revolution occurred without Jewish assistance. Nor that since that somewhat bloody upset and series of
subsequent upsets the Jew weren’t cock-a-hoop in the French capital. A knowledge of the French commune
would have helped us to understand the Russian November revolution if we had had it. But handy and useful
knowledge has an easy way of getting mislaid. Now what causes that?”
A total of 12,884 non-French Jews had been rounded up in Paris for deportation. 6,900 were confined at the
Velodrome d’Hiver, the huge sports stadium on the Boulevard de Grenelle. Five days later, the 4,051 children
among them would be separated from their parents and transported to the camps near Auschwitz in Poland.
Without food and with little water and but four toilets, the remaining victims were in a deplorable state by the
time they boarded the trains for Poland. When the Red Army liberated Auschwitz on January 26, 1945, they
would find only 2,819 inmates still alive, with only 30 of these 6,900 non-French Jews among them. Not one
of these 4,051 children would survive. It is estimated that around 60,000 Jews perished in France during the
German occupation (this figure includes 22,193 French Jews and 14,459 Polish Jews who had fled to France).
WORLD WAR II
ANTISEMITISM
July 18, Saturday: Chôros no.11 for piano and orchestra by Heitor Villa-Lobos was performed for the initial time, in
Rio de Janeiro, conducted by the composer.
The Germans liquidated the ghetto in Szarkowszczyzna, Poland. 1,500 residents were removed while 900
escaped.
ANTISEMITISM
Amphibious Force, South Pacific Area was established under the command of Rear Admiral R.K. Turner.
WORLD WAR II
USMC
July 19, Sunday: Arturo Toscanini, by the composer’s wish, conducted the American premiere of the Symphony no.7
“Leningrad” by Dmitri Shostakovich over the airwaves of the NBC radio network. Hired as an extra horn
player for the concert was Gunther Schuller. Among the radio listeners was Igor Stravinsky.
S.S. Commander Heinrich Himmler ordered the entire Jewish population of the General Government (Poland)
to be liquidated.
ANTISEMITISM
The Germans begin transporting French Jews to Poland, 1,000 per train, until August 31st. A total of 25,000
would be deported.
WORLD WAR II
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July 20, Monday: Music for Corwin’s play Appointment by Benjamin Britten was performed for the initial time, over
the airwaves of the BBC.
On the cover of the issue of TIME Magazine dated today appears a portrait of Dmitri Shostakovich in fireman’s
helmet. Within the issue we find the following: “U.S. Quakers had good reason to ‘dwell deep’ last week, and
seek for a leading ‘in the silence of the creature.’ Pacifism, one of the principles about which Friends are most
touchy, had been challenged by Brand Blanshard, head of the Philosophy and Religion Department of Quaker
Swarthmore College.”
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
The Naval Operating Base and the Naval Air Facility, Dutch Harbor, Alaska, were established.
Admiral W.D. Leahy would report as Chief of Staff, directly to President Franklin Delano Roosevelt.

700 Jews in Kletsk (Belarus), about to be murdered, set their ghetto on fire and made a run for it. Most were
killed but some escaped.
At Nieswiez (Nesvizh, Belarus), a Jewish uprising.
ANTISEMITISM
WORLD WAR II
July 21, Tuesday: The Japanese landed and occupied Buna, New Guinea.
Jews in nearby Nieswiez (Nesvizh, Belarus) followed the example of their Kletsk comrades and set their ghetto
on fire, with similar results.
ANTISEMITISM
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt stated in a letter that “the American people not only sympathize with all
victims of Nazi crimes but would hold the perpetrators of these crimes to strict accountability in a day of
reckoning which would surely come.”
In a federal court in Hartford, Connecticut, Gerhard Wilhelm Kunze, leader of the German-American Bund,
pled guilty to charges of conspiracy to commit espionage.
WORLD WAR II
July 22, Wednesday: At 7:30AM, the small ghetto in Warsaw was surrounded by special police, and at 10AM the
Germans began making the first extractions. Most of these people would wind up at Treblinka. On this day,
also, the Germans liquidated the ghetto in Nieswiez, Poland (5,000 residents were removed, while 25 escaped).
ANTISEMITISM
Japanese forces began an advance from the north coast of New Guinea south to Port Moresby, capturing Buna
(Garara) and Gona.
WORLD WAR II
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July 23, Thursday: Virgil Thomson’s Canons for Dorothy Thomson for orchestra was performed for the initial time, in
Lewisohn Stadium, New York.
German forces captured Rostov-on-Don.
The Treblinka extermination camp was established.
ANTISEMITISM
WORLD WAR II

July 24, Friday: The first movement of Henry Cowell’s Symphony no.3 “Gaelic Symphony” for band and strings was
performed for the initial time, in West Saugerties, New York.
A German submarine laid mines off the Mississippi River Passes.
WORLD WAR II

July 26, Sunday: The first of the radio dramas An American in England, entitled “London by Clipper,” with music by
Benjamin Britten, was broadcast for the initial time, over the CBS radio network, originating in New York.
The Royal Air Force launched a terror raid on Hamburg, Germany.
WORLD WAR II

July 27, Monday: An Army-Navy Petroleum Board was established.
German forces crossed the River Don and entered Bataysk.
WORLD WAR II
July 28, Tuesday: In Warsaw, a Zydowska Organizacja Bojowa (Jewish Fighting Organization) was established.
ANTISEMITISM
WORLD WAR II
July 30, Thursday: WAVES, “Women Accepted for Volunteer Emergency Service,” was established.
WORLD WAR II
July 31, Friday: A German U-boat laid mines off Charleston, South Carolina.
WORLD WAR II
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July 29, Wednesday: After a 4-day battle, Japanese forces took Kokoda, Papua from Australians.
A resident of Switzerland, Gerhart Moritz Reigner, learned thirdhand from the managing director of a German
mining company, Eduard Schulte, a man who had access to information from inside the 3rd Reich, that the
Nazis had recently created something that was being termed the “Wannsee Protocol,” according to which they
were planning to use a pesticide made from prussic acid to exterminate 3,500,000 to 4,000,000 Jews (ZyklonB is in fact a pesticide derived from prussic acid: a version with an unpleasant odorous chemical added was
being used by building custodians to kill rats and cockroaches and had this warning odor added because the
cyanide gas itself smells only faintly of almonds, while production lots for use in human extermination lacked
the telltale odor additive). He began to go for long walks by the lake, to think about this.
ANTISEMITISM
WORLD WAR II

In the Philippines, the extremely high death rate at Camp O’Donnell, the highest of any POW camp anywhere,
was compelling the Japanese to move most of the Americans north to another camp at Cabanatuan. It was at
Cabanatuan that the Death March survivors were combined with those captured on Corregidor. They were
divided into work parties and sent out to burn the corpses of Japanese soldiers. They collected right hands,
the ashes of these hands to be placed in small urns and returned to their families in Japan.
Joseph Raymond McCarthy was offered a 1st Lieutenant’s commission in the US Marine Corps (not for him
the dirty undignified slog of basic training at a boot camp, or the indignity of needing to do time as a 2d
Lieutenant before becoming a 1st Lieutenant). During World War II he would be in the Solomon Islands and
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Bougainville as an intelligence debriefer for a dive-bomber squadron. He would beg to go along on a dozen

MCCARTHYISM
missions as a “gunner/observer” and then aver falsely that he had fired more bullets than any Marine in the
history of the Corps (had any such bullets actually gotten fired, and we have no reason to believe this, they
would have fallen only on islands already abandoned by the Japanese; his unit acclaimed him as “destroying
more coconut trees than anyone else in the South Pacific”). He would leave the service after promotion to
Captain. Later he would aver falsely that he had enlisted as a “buck private.” He would also allege a “war
wound,” one that was due sometimes to an airplane crash and sometimes to antiaircraft fire — although the
wound in question had indeed existed, had been a foot bone broken aboard a troop transport when he fell off
a ladder while he was being hazed, “shellbacked,” upon crossing the equator for the 1st time.
FAKE NEWS

He would devise a “letter of recommendation” for himself to which he would forge the signature of his
commanding officer and a countersignature by Chief of Naval Operations Chester W. Nimitz. He would
achieve a Distinguished Flying Cross by claiming, falsely it goes without saying, to have flown 32 combat
missions.

UNAMERICANISM
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AUGUST 1942
August: According to THE PAST AS PROLOGUE by Renato Redentor Constantino, “In May 1942, a cholera epidemic
created by Unit 731 in Yunnan province kill[ed] over 200,000 people. Three months later, another 200,000
die[d] in Shandong province as a result of Unit 731’s germ warfare. In the Zhekiang province city of Quzhou
alone, over 50,000 perish[ed] from bubonic plague and cholera.”
WORLD WAR II
GERM WARFARE

JAPANESE
CHINESE
August: About 1,500 American, British, and Australian POWs of the Japanese, from the Cabanatuan camp in the
Philippines, boarded the Totori Maru for Pusan in Korea. From Pusan they would board a train to Mukden,
Manchuria. Why was the Japanese military going to all that expense, of moving these prisoners around in this
manner? –One can but wonder.
WORLD WAR II
August-October: Lieutenant (Junior Grade) Richard Milhous Nixon underwent basic naval officer training at the Naval
Training School, Naval Air Station Quonset Point, Rhode Island. He was then posted as a Lieutenant to the
Naval Reserve Aviation Base at Ottumwa, Iowa.

WORLD WAR II
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August 1, Saturday: Credo in Us for four performers by John Cage was performed for the initial time, at Bennington
College in Vermont.
The 1st of a series of radio broadcasts entitled Labor for Victory with music by Marc Blitzstein was heard for
the initial time, over the airwaves of WEAF, New York.
Canon and Fugue op.33 for strings by Wallingford Riegger was performed for the initial time, in Berkeley,
California.
Establishment of United States Naval Base – Galapagos Islands, United States Naval Station – Taboga Island,
Canal Zone, and United States Naval Auxiliary Air Facility and United States Motor Torpedo Boat Base –
Salinas, Ecuador.
German forces captured Salsk, north of Stavropol, cutting the Moscow-Novorossisk railway, and reached the
Kuban River near Kropotkin.
German submarine U-166 was sunk by Coast Guard aircraft in the Gulf of Mexico, at 28 degrees 31 minutes
North, 90 degrees 45 minutes West.
WORLD WAR II
August 2, Sunday: A train with about 1,000 people aboard began the regular deportation of Jews from Belgium to
Poland.
WORLD WAR II
ANTISEMITISM
August 3, Monday: German forces reached Stavropol.
WORLD WAR II
August 4, Tuesday: Great Britain charged that Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi’s “All India Congress Party” favored
“appeasement.”
The US War Production Board prohibited the manufacture of typewriters for private use, beginning as of
October 31st (if typewriters are outlawed, only bureaucrats will have typewriters).
United States Destroyer Tucker (DD-374) sank in a United State minefield in the Segond Channel, Espiritu
Santo, New Hebrides.
WORLD WAR II
August 5, Wednesday: Germans liquidated the ghetto in Pilica, Poland, managing to remove 2,700 residents with but
several hundred escaping.
ANTISEMITISM
WORLD WAR II
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August 6, Thursday: Italian destroyer Strale was torpedoed and sunk in the Mediterranean by British submarine HMS
Turbulent. More than 150 died.
German troops captured Tikhoretsk, north of Kropotkin.
WORLD WAR II
Germans liquidated the ghetto in Zdzieciol, Poland, managing to remove some 3,000 residents with some 800
escaping.
ANTISEMITISM
August 7, Friday: In the first offensive against the Japanese, American troops landed on the islands of Guadalcanal,
Tulagi, Gavutu, Florida, and Tananbogo in the Solomon Islands, capturing on Guadalcanal an incomplete
Japanese airfield.
Feeling that the British presence in India was a provocation to the Japanese, the All-India Congress Committee
demanded that the British withdraw and threatened a campaign of civil disobedience. The Viceroy
immediately had them interned at Poona.
General Bernard Montgomery took command of the British Eighth Army in North Africa.
WORLD WAR II
To keep the conflict with the Japanese going in the Pacific for propaganda reasons (so that, when the US would
finally be ready to go on the attack after its prime business in Europe was completed, our attack would be
portrayable as defensive and righteous rather than as what it would in fact be, a fresh spate of aggression), the
1st Marine Division landed on Florida, Tulagi, Gavutu, Tanambogo, and Guadalcanal in the southern Solomon
Islands. For the following two days, the Battle of Savo Island would be being fought. The Allied Forces would
lose four heavy cruisers, and one Japanese heavy cruiser would be sunk by a submarine on its return voyage
to Rabaul.
Under cover of naval surface and air forces (Vice Admiral F.J. Fletcher), the 1st Marine Division (Major
General A.A. Vandegrift) was put ashore by Amphibious Force, South Pacific (Rear Admiral R.K. Turner).
The landings were supported by carrier and shore-based aircraft (Rear Admiral L. Noyes and Rear Admiral
J.S. McCain). The overall commander was Vice Admiral R.L. Ghormley, Commander South Pacific, and the
officer in tactical command was Vice Admiral F.J. Fletcher. (This conflict on the island of Guadalcanal, one
end of the island versus the other end of the island, fighting in the jungle in between, would be kept going
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interminably by careful application of always only sufficient reinforcements and supplies to keep the flame
alive but never enough reinforcements and never enough supplies to actually eradicate the Japanese holding
the other end of the island, and by carefully allowing the Japanese navy enough access to be able to reinforce
their dwindling presence. The military objective would never be to complete the conquest of the island, but
merely to perpetuate the conflict there endlessly while providing an unrelenting media stream of Americanmachismo publicity posturing — the Marines are excellent providers of that sort of thing.)

Naval cruiser and destroyer force (Rear Admiral W.W. Smith) bombarded Kiska, Aleutian Islands.
United States Destroyer Mugford (DD-389) was damaged by a Japanese dive bomber in the vicinity of the
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Solomon Islands, 9 degrees 0 minutes South, 160 degrees 0 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
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August 8, Saturday: Les animaux modèles, a ballet by Francis Poulenc to a scenario by de LaFontaine, was publicly
staged for the initial time, at the Paris Opéra.
Two works by Roy Harris were performed for the initial time, at Colorado College, Colorado Springs:
Namesake (A Theatre Dance) for violin and piano, and What So Proudly We Hail, a ballet for chorus, strings
and piano.
The 1st Marine Division won control of Tulagi, Gavutu, and Tanambogo in the Solomon Islands.
An unfinished enemy air strip on Guadalcanal was captured and renamed Henderson Field.
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Four German saboteurs were executed in Washington (their plans had not been realized and nothing had been
blown up). A German submarine laid mines off mouth of St. Johns River, east of Jacksonville, Florida.
United States Transport George F. Elliott (AP-13) was damaged by Japanese suicide bombers in the vicinity
of the Solomon Islands, and was sunk by United States forces at 9 degrees 10 minutes South, 160 degrees 10
minutes East. United States Destroyer Jarvis (DD-393) was damaged by a Japanese aircraft torpedo in the
vicinity of the Solomon Islands, 9 degrees 10 minutes South, 160 degrees 1 minute East.
WORLD WAR II
A resident of Switzerland, Gerhart Moritz Reigner, had learned thirdhand on July 29th from the managing
director of a German mining company, Eduard Schulte, a man who had access to information from inside the
3rd Reich, that the Nazis had recently created something that was being termed the “Wannsee Protocol,”
according to which they were planning to use a pesticide made from prussic acid to exterminate 3,500,000 to
4,000,000 Jews (Zyklon is in fact a pesticide derived from prussic acid: Zyklon-B is used by building
custodians to kill rats and cockroaches and has a nasty warning odor added to it because the cyanide gas is
itself odorless or smells only faintly of almonds, while for production of lots to be used for human
extermination the pesticide factory would withhold the telltale odor additive).125

Reigner had gained the confidence of the American consul in Geneva, Howard Elting, and after a week or two
of personal indecision he went to the consul and persuaded him to slip a message through this diplomat to the
US Embassy in Bern.

“Received alarming report that in Fuehrer’s
headquarters plan discussed and under consideration,
according to which all Jews in countries occupied or
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controlled by Germany, numbering 3 1/2 to 4 million,
should, after deportation and concentration in the
East, be exterminated at one blow to resolve once
and for all the Jewish question in Europe.”
Luckily, Reigner also submitted this message, at the same time, to the British Consulate in Geneva.
The message submitted to the Americans went to the US Ambassador in Bern, who despite his doubts did
submit the message to the Department of State in Washington DC. The District of Columbia, however,
considered the information to be “unsubstantiated,” and refused to forward it inside the USA.

“Never did I feel so strongly the sense of
abandonment, powerlessness and loneliness as when I
sent messages of disaster and horror to the free world
and no one believed me.”

125. It is an interesting footnote to history that Fritz Haber, the German chemist who during the 1920s had developed this Zyklon
gas, had in 1934 been forced out of Germany because, despite his early conversion to Christianity, and despite his wholehearted
service to their cause, the Nazis considered him to be still “racially” a Jew.
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The British did pass the message, however, to its intended recipient, Rabbi Stephen S. Wise, leader of the
American Jewish Congress.
When Rabbi Wise would go to the US Department of State with this alarming message from Switzerland,
received through British diplomatic channels, he was told to keep his mouth shut as the info had not yet been
officially confirmed and the State Department had made inquiries with the Vatican and the Red Cross but
neither organization had a clue of this.

The message submitted by Gerhart Moritz Reigner is now at the Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington
DC.
ANTISEMITISM
WORLD WAR II
August 9, Sunday: Several leaders of the All-India Congress Party were arrested in cities throughout India, including
Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi, Jawaharlal Nehru, and Maulana Abul Kalam Azad. Gandhi was at this point
being interned by the British in the Aga Khan’s palace at Poona. Rioting began in major cities causing
hundreds of injuries and arrests.
German forces captured Maikop and Krasnodar in the foothills of the Caucasus, and the nearby oil fields —
but the Soviets blew up these oil wells as they withdrew.
Symphony no.7 “Leningrad” by Dmitri Shostakovich was performed in the besieged city for which it was
named. The score had been delivered to the front by a transport plane that was bringing medical supplies. The
number of musicians living in the city being too small to perform the work, musicians serving on the Leningrad
front were released from their military duties for the duration of the performance, and retired musicians were
pressed into service. The musicians were allowed extra rations to buoy their strength. The hall was filled to
capacity and the concert was broadcast on speakers throughout the city. Just before the performance, Soviet
commanders bombarded the German lines to ensure their silence — and speakers had been set up so as to
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ensure that the enemy troops would be able to hear the music.
Over the resistance of lightly armed Jews, the Mir ghetto was liquidated.
ANTISEMITISM
The 1st Battle of Savo Island commenced in the darkness as a Japanese force of 7 cruisers and 1 destroyer
approached undetected, west of Savo Island in the Solomon Islands, 9 degrees 42 minutes South, 158 degrees
59 minutes East. In an one-hour engagement they sank 4 Allied cruisers and damaged another cruiser and 2
destroyers by torpedo and gunfire, and then retired. The American warships were protecting and escorting US
troop transports en route to Guadalcanal. The Allied ships were temporarily withdrawn from the waters around
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Guadalcanal, leaving the Marines onshore very much on their own.126

USMC
United States naval vessels sunk:
•

Heavy cruisers Astoria (CA-34) (216 died), Quincy (CA-39) (529 died), and Vincennes (CA-44)
(332 died), by naval gunfire (4th cruiser sunk was the Australian HMAS Canberra under Captain
Frank Getting, on which 85 died; many of Canberra’s survivors were rescued by the American
destroyers USS Patterson and USS Blue, but then the Blue would be itself sunk with all hands on
August 23d)127
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•

While escorting troop transports during the Guadalcanal landings, the American destroyer USS
Jarvis (DD-393) was hit by an aerial torpedo and a hole 50 feet long opened to its boiler room.
(After emergency repairs at Lunga Point it would set out for Brisbane, Australia. Limping along at
8 knots, it would be a sitting duck for a swarm of Japanese dive bombers of the 25th Air Flotilla
from Rabaul, which would come upon it near Cape Esperance. A hit from one of their torpedoes
would split the ship in two and within minutes it would take to the bottom its captain, Lieutenant
Commander Graham, and its entire crew of 247.)

In addition the heavy cruiser Chicago (CA-29) was damaged by a torpedo from a Japanese destroyer

126. At a first order of approximation there seems to be a remarkable similarity between fighting at sea and feeding fish.

127. A half-century later, a deep-sea diving team led by Robert R. Ballard and including one of the Canberra’s survivors, Ordinary
Seaman Albert Warne, would place a plaque on the battered but upright hull “In Memory Of Our Fallen Comrades.”
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•

destroyers Ralph Talbot (DD-390) and Patterson (DD-392), by naval gunfireTotal Allied losses

were 1,077 dead and 709 wounded. A number of floaters, covered with blood and oil, struggling in
the water, were taken by sharks. Total Japanese losses were 58 dead and 70 wounded.
WORLD WAR II
August 10, Monday: The Japanese heavy cruiser Kako was sunk by US submarine S-44 near Kavieng, New Ireland.
More riots occurred in major Indian cities following the arrest of Congress Party leaders. 18 people were
reported killed, hundreds injured. British troops were called out.
960 of 1,000 deportees from Theresienstadt were gassed at Maly Trostenets, near Minsk.
The second of the radio dramas An American in England, entitled “London to Dover”, with music by
Benjamin Britten, was broadcast for the initial time, over the CBS radio network, originating in New York.
WORLD WAR II

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

WORLD WAR II

WWII

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE
August 11, Tuesday: A news item relating to the development of ELECTRIC WALDEN technology: Actress Hedy
Lamarr of Hollywood, California (previously known as Hedwig Maria Eva Kieler of Vienna, Austria)
and George Antheil, an experimental musician of Hollywood, had developed a technique called Serial
Communication which could be used to steer torpedoes and win the war. They obtained US Patent 2,292,387
ELECTRIC
for their invention. The invention would not be used to defeat Adolf Hitler and Benito Mussolini and Tojo
WALDEN
Hideki and win World War II, probably because in attempting to explain the nature of the serial communication
solution to signal transmission problems to US weaponry evaluators they made the tactical error of analogizing
their device to the mechanism operating a player piano. Presumably this analogy between the arts of music and
the arts of war disgusted the military, which they referred to as “reverend and brass-headed gentlemen,” and
turned their minds against the invention, which we now know would have worked quite well. Antheil
explained that “In our patent Hedy and I attempted to better elucidate our mechanism by explaining that certain
parts of it worked like the fundamental mechanism of a player piano. Here, undoubtedly, we made our
mistake.”128 In addition, when actress Hedy volunteered to make her technical skills and understanding of
electronics available in Washington DC during the war by work on the National Inventors Council, she was
rebuffed. A woman sexually attractive enough to star in a movie entitled “Ecstasy” couldn’t possibly also be
an electronics whiz! “People assume perhaps she wasn’t intelligent because she was so beautiful. But she
really had a mind ... she held her own with anybody.” How can we be sure that this invention of serial
communication would have worked quite well? Because it is now an integral and essential part of our
electronic spread-spectrum scheme known as “frequency hopping,” for expanding the Internet into those rural
or undeveloped areas of the world which have been lacking in an adequate wiring infrastructure (such as, for
one example, Latvia). The CMDA Code Division Multiple Access technology uses this spread-spectrum
scheme. Cell phones also use this scheme. Now that the patent has expired and military secrecy has been
overcome, Hedy’s and George’s unused wartime invention has been being used not only to increase the
security of signal transmission, but also to decrease interference between multiple simultaneous signal
transmissions.
Mobs continued to riot in major Indian cities. Government buildings were attacked in New Delhi. Hundreds
were injured and arrested.
German troops took Kalach, southeast of Voronezh.
The Germans began the deportation of French civilians for slave labor.
The HMS Eagle, a British 22,600-ton aircraft carrier (Captain L.D. Mackintosh) was torpedoed in the
Mediterranean, north of Algiers, while escorting a convoy (Operation Pedestal) to the island of Malta, by
Kapitän-Leutnant Helmut Rosenbaum’s U73. 4 torpedoes hit the ship on its port side slewing it to starboard
and shedding the parked Sea Hurricanes on deck into the sea. Listing to port it rolled slowly over and sank in
just a bit longer than 7 minutes. Of its crew of 1,087, 2 officers and 158 ratings died. Many of the 927 floaters
were severely injured by concussion when the boilers exploded before they could be picked out of the sea by
the destroyers HMS Lookout and HMS Laforey and the tug Jaunty. (On December 16, 1942, when U73 would
be sunk off Oran by US destroyers Woolsey and Trippe, 16 of its German crew would die and 34 survive.)129

128. I made a similar mistake when I presented this database project to the National Endowment of the Humanities. When I told
them proudly that the database would even include sound recordings of the bird calls being described by Henry Thoreau in his
journal, their evaluators expressed shock and disgust and disdain, and questioned the seriousness of our entire effort. All funding
was refused. They gave an equivalent amount of money instead to a group of scuba divers that wanted to go down to the South
Pacific and swim around in the surf looking for Amelia Earhart’s plane crash. For an amount of money that would have published
this database on CD-ROM, these scuba divers proceeded to discover on an isolated island in the South Pacific what may or may not
be the heel of one of Earhart’s shoe, and what may or may not be the top of one of her medicine bottles.
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August 12, Wednesday: Iosef Vissarionovich Dzugashvili (“Stalin”) and Winston Churchill met in Moscow.

The SS Waimarama, a British merchant ship of 11,100 tons that had been loaned by the Shaw Savile Line and
had become part of convoy “Operation Pedestal” in the relief of the besieged island of Malta, was sunk by
German Junker-88 dive bombers off Cape Bon. When 4 direct hits by bombs ignited the aviation fuel in its
tanks, the ship went up in a sheet of flame and smoke and in less than 5 minutes it was gone. Of its crew of
107, 27 survived.

Police fired into rioting Indian mobs in Bombay, Patna, and Poona. Several deaths and injuries were recorded.
WORLD WAR II
August 13, Thursday: German troops reached Elitsa, due south of Stalingrad and halfway to the Caspian Sea.
The HMS Manchester, a British cruiser of 11,650 tons that had been launched in April 1937, was torpedoed
by the MAS-16 and MAS-22, two Italian motor torpedo boats, as it was escorting a convoy to Malta, 4 miles
east of Kelibia, Tunisia. Badly damaged, the cruiser had to be scuttled by its crew with its 150 dead still on
board. 3 officers and 375 ratings who managed to reach the Tunisian coast would be interned by the Vichy
French authorities.
WORLD WAR II
129. Isn’t is curious, the macabre way these statistics are routinely kept? The number of officer deaths gets cited, then the number
of “ratings” deaths? Imagine trying to say to a “rating” who is going down for the third time, “Look, fellow, you’re obviously taking
this pretty hard –it’s your death and all that– but can’t you at least derive some consolation from the fact that this would have been
a significantly greater loss to us, had you been an officer? God must have loved you enlisted types, he made so many of you.
Soon you will lose consciousness — and then you’ll be a mere nameless, painless statistic who has given your life for your country!
Don’t sweat it, it’s the way things are. Come on now, at least you can hum a bit from ‘There’ll always be an England’....”
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August 14, Friday: Anne Frank to her diary: “a rather soft, shy, gawky youth; can’t expect much from his company.”

Lieutenant General Dwight David “Ike” Eisenhower, USA, Commanding General, European Theater of
Operations, was appointed Commander in Chief of Allied Expeditionary Forces; Admiral Sir Andrew
Cunningham, RN, was appointed Allied Naval Commander.
United States Submarine S-39 was damaged when it collided with a submerged reef off Rossel Island in the
Louisade Archipelago, and would need to be abandoned on August 16th.
WORLD WAR II
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August 15, Saturday: The Friends monthly meeting in Manhattan was considering the possibility that it might begin
to provide hospitality and services to American service men in “USO” style.
WORLD WAR II
Friend Bayard Rustin therefore wrote to his monthly meeting to advise them that:
The primary social function of a religious society is to “speak
the truth to power.” The truth is that war is wrong. It is then
our duty to make war impossible first in us and then in society.
To cooperate with the government in building morale seems
inconsistent with all we profess to believe.... The greatest
service that we can render the men in the armed forces is to
maintain our peace testimony.

(This phrase that Friend Bayard put within quotation marks in his letter as an attribution from some unspecified
source, “speak the truth to power,” actually is from Islamic sources, being a condensation of one of the hadith
or “sayings” of Mohammed, and would come back to us a dozen years later, in 1954, in declarative form, in the
title of a famous Quaker peace pamphlet, SPEAK TRUTH TO POWER: A QUAKER SEARCH FOR AN ALTERNATIVE
TO VIOLENCE.)

Patrol Wing 11 was commissioned at San Juan, Puerto Rico for operations in Caribbean Sea Frontier. Naval
Air Station, Whidbey Island, Washington was established. United State Naval Auxiliary Air Facility, Jamaica,
British West Indies, was established. Marine Aircraft Wings, Pacific, was established at San Diego, California.
The Gloucester Castle, an 8,006-ton liner of the Union Castle Line, was sunk by the German commerce raider
Michel some 600 miles northeast of St. Helena. This ship had left Liverpool on its way to Table Bay on June
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21st.

92 passengers and crewmen died. The 61 survivors retrieved from two lifeboats were transferred to the
Michel’s supply ship based in Osaka and would became POWs in Japan and be obliged to work in a steel
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factory and a cement factory. Two of the survivors would die in captivity.
The SS Baependy, a Brazilian passenger and cargo ship (4,801 tons) serving as a troop transport, was sunk by
Korvette-Kapitän Harro Schacht’s U507 off the mouth of the Real River between Rio de Janeiro and Manaus.
There were over 700 troops on board of which 270 died. On the following day this U-boat would likewise sink
the Annibal Benevolo, another Brazilian passenger ship, with 150 deaths, and the Araraquara, with 131 deaths.
(The sinking of these passenger ships would cause Brazil to declare war on Germany on August 22nd. U507’s
entire crew of 54 would die in the South Atlantic on January 13, 1943 when their U-boat would come under
attack with depth charges dropped from a US Catalina flying boat.)
WORLD WAR II
August 15-20: Henderson Field, an airfield on the island of Guadalcanal, was deemed operational and the first
elements of Marine Air Group 23 arrived, preparing to initiate a battle for control of the air.
WORLD WAR II
August 16, Sunday: Battleship Alabama (BB-60) was commissioned at Portsmouth, Virginia.
United States naval vessel sunk: Submarine Grunion (SS-216), Pacific Ocean area, reported as presumed lost
WORLD WAR II
August 16-18: The Radom ghetto was liquidated.
ANTISEMITISM
WORLD WAR II
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August 17, Monday: The 3d of the radio dramas An American in England, entitled “Ration island,” with music by
Benjamin Britten, was broadcast for the initial time, over the CBS radio network, originating in New York.
German troops took Pyatigorsk and Yessentuki and reached the high valleys of the Caucasus at Kislovodsk.

First all-American air attack in Europe.
WORLD WAR II
2d Raider Battalion (“Carlson’s Raiders”), US Marine Corps, transported by submarines Nautilus (SS-168)
and Argonaut (APS-1) raided Makin Island in the Gilbert Islands; Nautilus gunfire supported Marines ashore.
They would complete their operation on the following day.
The troop transport Nino Bixio (7,137 tons) was carrying New Zealand POWs captured in North Africa in the
Mediterranean between Libya and Sicily when it was struck by 2 tin fish, one of which exploded in the
prisoners’ hold killing many.

Injured POWs who still lived were brought on deck and tended by Italian medical officers. The ship was taken
in tow by one of its escorting destroyers and taken to Navarino in southern Greece, where the dead prisoners
could be buried, the survivors being shipped via Corinth to a POW camp near Bari. The commander of this
British submarine, the HMS Turbulent, had the blood of 118 New Zealanders on his hands.
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August 18, Tuesday: A British judge ruled that Benjamin Britten not be required to do non-combatant war work,
overturning the ruling of May 28th.
A Japanese invasion force landed on Guadalcanal.
WORLD WAR II
August 19, Wednesday: A draft law was passed in Mexico.
A commando raid on Dieppe in German-occupied France by mostly Canadian forces was repulsed with over
50% casualties. 1,000 Allied soldiers were killed and 2,000 were taken prisoner. 345 Germans die in the raid.
WORLD WAR II
All the patients (numbering several hundred) at a Jewish mental asylum at Otwock near Warsaw were sent to
Treblinka.
ANTISEMITISM
August 20, Thursday: The First of the Few, a film with music by William Walton, was shown for the initial time, in
the Leicester Square Theater, London.
Banners: A Choreographic Chorale in Two Scenes by Henry Cowell to words of Whitman was performed for
the initial time, in Lee, Massachusetts.
Aircraft escort vessel Long Island (AVG-1) delivered 31 US Marine Corps aircraft to Henderson Field,
Guadalcanal, Solomon Islands.
President Getulio Vargas of Brazil prohibited German nationals from leaving the country (except on a
diplomatic passport). Those remaining were to be detained in retaliation for the arrest of Brazilian nationals
by the Germans in Europe.
German submarine U-464 was sunk by naval land-based aircraft (VP-73) in the North Atlantic, at 61 degrees
25 minutes North, 14 degrees 40 minutes West.
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August 21, day: On Guadalcanal, in the Battle of the Tenaru River, the 1st Japanese attempt to reduce US Marine
perimeters was driven back into the jungle. In this battle more than 800 were killed.
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August 22, Saturday: After a battle between partisans and Germans in the region of Slonim (Belarus), 200 partisans
and villagers were shot.
Because of the torpedoing of passenger vessels such as Annibal Benevolo (150 deaths) and Araraquara (131
deaths) by a U-boat on August 16th,
and sinkings of merchant vessels, and in view of recent arrests of
Brazilian citizens in Europe, Brazil declared war on Germany and Italy.
The American destroyer USS Ingraham suffered an internal explosion after a sharp collision with the Navy oil
tanker SS Chemung in a pea-soup fog off the coast of Nova Scotia, and was set on fire from stem to stern. The
Ingraham had been part of task Force 37 escorting Convoy AT-20 to the United Kingdom. The flaming hulk
vanishing beneath the waves in moments, taking 218 down. Only 11 floaters, an officer and 10 ratings, could
be rescued by the Chemung’s boat crews.
United States naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Destroyer Blue (DD-387), damaged by torpedo from surface craft, Solomon Islands area, and
scuttled by United States forces a day later, 9 degrees 17 minutes East, 160 degrees 2 minutes East
Destroyer Ingraham (DD-444), by collision with oiler Chemung (A0-30), off Nova Scotia,
42 degrees 34 minutes North, 60 degrees 5 minutes West

United States naval vessels damaged:
•
•

Destroyer Buck (DD-420), by collision with merchant vessel, off Nova Scotia, 42 degrees
34 minutes North, 60 degrees 5 minutes West
Oiler Chemung (A0-30), by collision with destroyer Ingraham (DD-444) off Nova Scotia,
42 degrees 34 minutes North, 60 degrees 5 minutes West

German submarine U-654 was sunk by Army aircraft north of Panama, at 12 degrees 0 minutes North, 79
degrees 56 minutes West.
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August 23: Music for Sayers’ play The Princes of this World by Benjamin Britten was performed for the initial time,
over the airwaves of the BBC.
At Izbushensky-on-Don, the Italian cavalry charged with sabres and hand grenades into Soviet machine guns,
and the Soviets run away. This would be the last successful cavalry charge of the war.
German soldiers reached the Volga River on an 8-kilometer front from Rynok to Erzovka.
Massive German air raid on Stalingrad.Almost like, but not exactly like, the following illustration:
WORLD WAR II

August 24/25: Naval Battle of Eastern Solomons.
WORLD WAR II
JAPANESE
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August 24, Monday: Music for MacDougall’s play Lumberjacks of America by Benjamin Britten was performed for
the initial time, over the airwaves of the BBC, conducted by the composer.
The fourth of the radio dramas An American in England, entitled “Women of Britain,” with music by
Benjamin Britten, was broadcast for the initial time, over the CBS radio network, originating in New York.
The German Army entered Stalingrad.
Battle of the Eastern Solomons begins and continues into the next day. Naval carrier-based aircraft (Vice
Admiral F.J. Fletcher) supported by Marine and Army aircraft turned back a major Japanese attempt to
recapture the islands of Guadalcanal and Tulagi in the Solomon Islands. 17 American planes were downed
while the Japanese lose 70 planes. Several thousand people were killed.
United States Carrier Enterprise (CV-6) was damaged by a dive bomber at 8 degrees 38 minutes South,
163 degrees 30 minutes East. Japanese Carrier Ryujo was sunk by carrier-based aircraft at 6 degrees 10
minutes South, 160 degrees 50 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
August 25, Tuesday: Japanese occupied Nauru, Gilbert Islands, and Goodenough Island, off the southeast coast of
New Guinea. Japanese reinforcements for Guadalcanal were turned back by American ships. Japanese
Destroyer Muzuki was sunk by Army aircraft off Santa Isabel in the Solomon Islands.
German forces captured Mozdok, north of Tbilisi.
WORLD WAR II
August 26, Thursday: Lord Louis Mountbatten was named Supreme Allied Commander for Southeast Asia.
The United States, Great Britain and Canada give limited recognition to the French Committee of National
Liberation in Algiers. The USSR gives it limited recognition.
Japanese landed at Milne Bay on the easternmost tip of Papua, New Guinea; US Army aircraft attacked beach
and transports.
Japanese occupied Nauru and Ocean Island.
WORLD WAR II
August 29, Saturday: Marc Blitzstein enlisted in the United States Army at Bolling Field in Washington DC. He would
be assigned to the Eighth Air Force in London.
United States Transport William Ward Burrows (AP-6) was damaged by grounding in the vicinity of the
Solomon Islands at 9 degrees 7 minutes South, 160 degrees 10 minutes East.
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August 30, Sunday: Eugene Goosens, conductor of the Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra, wrote to Aaron Copland,
offering a commission for a fanfare to aid the war effort, to be played in the orchestra’s upcoming season.
Monseignor Théas, Archbishop of Montauban, France, protested in all the churches of his diocese against the
brutality of the Germans.
Germany formally annexed Luxembourg.
The German forces of General Erwin Rommel began an offensive toward Cairo by attacking the Eighth Army
at Alam el Halfa.
United States Naval and Army forces occupied Adak, Aleutian Islands, for air and naval base.
United States High Speed Transport Calhoun (APD-2) was sunk by a horizontal bomber in the vicinity of the
Solomon Islands at 9 degrees 24 minutes South, 160 degrees 1 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
August 31, Monday: The fifth of the radio dramas An American in England, entitled “The Yanks were Here,” with
music by Benjamin Britten, was broadcast for the initial time, over the CBS radio network, originating in New
York City.
The US government announced that meat rationing would go into effect in about four months.
Japanese forces landed on Guadalcanal in a 2d attempt to retake the island from the US Marines.
The Japanese begin to evacuated Milne Bay, Papua.
United States Carrier Saratoga (CV-3) was damaged by a submarine torpedo 260 miles southeast of
Guadalcanal, Solomon Islands, at 10 degrees 34 minutes South, 164 degrees 18 minutes East.
Japanese submarine RO-61 was sunk by US destroyer Reid (DD-369) and naval land-based aircraft (vp-43) in
the vicinity of the Aleutian Islands, 52 degrees 36 minutes North, 173 degrees 57 minutes West.
WORLD WAR II
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Late August-early September: Japanese commanders inaugurated a system the US Marines dubbed the “Tokyo
Express,” utilizing their light naval forces to continually supply and reinforce their garrison on Guadalcanal.
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Fall: The Farm Security Administration’s 290-acre migratory farmworkers’ camp on the outskirts of Crystal City,
Texas was converted into a wartime detainment camp. There were 41 3-room cottages, 118 1-room structures,
and service buildings. Eventually there would come to be more than 500 buildings.
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SEPTEMBER 1942
September 1, Tuesday: Ernst Krenek arrived in St. Paul, Minnesota to take up duties as Professor of Music, Chairman
of the Music Department, and Dean of the School of Fine Arts at Hamline University.
Axis forces fought their way into the suburbs of Stalingrad.
German and Romanian troops crossed from Kerch, Crimea over to the Taman Peninsula.
Naval Construction Battalion personnel (Seabees), the first to serve in an action area, arrived at Guadalcanal,
Solomon Islands.
Air Force, Pacific Fleet (Vice Admiral A.W. Fitch) was established.
The Japanese Prime Minister, Tojo Hideki, also took on the role of Foreign Minister as Togo Shigenori
resigned.
WORLD WAR II
September 2, Wednesday: Samuel Barber was inducted into the United States Army.
Faced with fierce resistance from Allied (Great Britain-New Zealand-Australia-South Africa-India) defenders
under General Montgomery, German troops under General Rommel withdrew from Alam Halfa Ridge at El
Alamein, Egypt.
The Germans liquidated the ghetto in Lakhwa, Poland (2,300 were removed while 600 escaped).
ANTISEMITISM
There had been some partisan activity in the vicinity of the village of Kortelisy in the Ukraine, so on this day
its entire population of 2,892 men, women, and children were of course executed. The homes were torched;
they would smoke for four days. Most of the SS and SD execution squads operating in the Ukraine consisted
of locally recruited pro-German Ukrainians, Lithuanians, Estonians, and White Russians, for in all of central
Russia there were but two regiments of German security police — in this Kortelisy operation, for instance, the
Germans were being given a helping hand by Ukrainian policemen. All over the Ukraine such villages were
being torched and all or a portion of their population executed, a total of 459 such villages — in the Volhynia
province 97 villages would be awarded this sort of treatment, and in the Zhitomir province 32 villages. There
would be at least 27 in which, as at Kortelisy, every last man, woman, and child would be executed and every
last home torched.
WORLD WAR II
September 3, Thursday: Japanese forces occupied Santa Isabel Island in the Solomons.
WORLD WAR II
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September 4, Friday: As 1,000 German planes flew numerous sorties over Stalingrad, German troops reached the
Volga River south of the city.
Soviet planes bombed Budapest for the initial time.
WORLD WAR II
September 5, Saturday: String Quartet no.2 by Sergei Prokofiev was performed for the initial time, in Moscow.
The initial Soviet counteroffensive on the Volga River was repulsed.
United States naval vessels sunk by the Japanese:
•

High speed transports Gregory (APD-3) and Little (APD-4), by surface ship gunfire, Solomon
Islands area, 9 degrees 20 minutes South, 160 degrees 1 minute East
WORLD WAR II

September 6, Sunday: United States Battleship South Dakota (BB-57) was damaged when it collided with a coral reef
in the Lahai Passage, Tonga Islands.
WORLD WAR II
September 7, Monday: The 6th and last of the radio dramas An American in England, entitled “The Anglo-American
Angle,” with music by Benjamin Britten, was broadcast for the initial time, over the CBS radio network,
originating in New York.
American troops attacked the Japanese base at Taivu in the Guadalcanal Islands, doing great damage.
Japanese forces pushed Australians back from Efogi, Papua, northeast of Port Moresby.
A massive German attack at Stalingrad was repulsed.
The United States of America and Cuba concluded an agreement for naval and military cooperation.
A teacher of American Literary History at the University of Berlin, Mildred Fish Harnack, was arrested by the
Gestapo on suspicion of being involved with some members of a spy ring the Nazis were referring to as
“The Red Orchestra,” and taken to their headquarters at No.8, Prinz-Albrecht-Strasse.
4,100 Jews were marched into an anti-tank ditch near Mineralniye Vody, Ukraine, and shot.
ANTISEMITISM
General de St. Vincent, military governor of Lyons, was dismissed for refusing to round up Jews.
WORLD WAR II
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September 9, Wednesday: Japanese troops landed at Tassafaronga on the island of Guadalcanal.
German forces reached the railway line just north of Stalingrad (Volgograd).
The Germans liquidated the ghetto in Serniki, Poland (1,000 were removed while 270 escaped).
The light seaplane of Nobuo Fujita was catapulted from the Japanese submarine I-25 near the coast of southern
Oregon. His mission was to create a forest fire. The forest was not as dry as usual, but the incendiary device
did manage to set a decaying stub to smouldering (a 2d such attempt, at the end of the month, would yield
similar results).
WORLD WAR II
September 10, Thursday: A German U-boat laid mines at the mouth of Chesapeake Bay.
German forces captured Novorossysk, home port of the Soviet Black Sea Fleet (the fleet itself having escaped
to Tuapse).
British troops landed at Majunga and Morondava on the island of Madagascar.
American planes bombed Japanese troops on Kiska Island off Alaska.
WORLD WAR II
September 11, Friday: A Japanese naval vessel was sunk, the destroyer Yayoi.
WORLD WAR II
September 12, Saturday: Brazil places its navy under the operational control of the United State Navy. German aircraft
and submarines launch sustained 10-day attack against large Allied convoy to northern Russia.
The Laconia, a British Cunard Line luxury liner (19,695 tons) converted to a transport ship, was torpedoed and
sunk by Kapitän-Leutnant Werner Hartenstein’s U-156 just south of the equator off the coast of Africa. The
ship was carrying over 1,800 Italian POWs captured in North Africa and guarded by 160 Polish guards, former
Russian prisoners of war. Also on board were 268 British military and civilian personnel including 80 women
and children. About 500 POWs were killed instantly when the torpedoes hit the prison holds. Upon learning
of the cargo, the U-boat captain radioed to all ships that he would not attacked any ship coming to the rescue.
More than 200 survivors were picked up by the U-156 helped by the U-506 and U-507 and then the U-boats
in turn were brought under attack by an American 4-engined Liberator of the USAF 343 Squadron from the
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US base on Ascension Island. Even though they were displaying a large Red Cross flag, the plane dropped
three depth charges. Altogether, including the crew, 2,732 persons were on board the Laconia when attacked.
A total of 1,649 died including the captain, Rudolf Sharpe (ex Lancastria). Vichy naval craft would pick up
1,083 floaters. (This incident would cause the German Naval Authorities to issue the infamous “Laconia
Order” by which U-boat captains were forbidden to come to the assistance of floaters. At the Nürnberg Trials,
Grand Admiral Donetz would be accused of a war crime for having signed this order but would be acquitted
— only to spend 11 years and 6 months in prison for other offenses.)
The Germans ended their action in Warsaw. Of the 350,000 Jews in the ghetto on July 22d, only 45,000
remained.
WORLD WAR II
ANTISEMITISM
September 13, Sunday: German forces drove towards the center of Stalingrad, reaching Minina in the south
(this Battle of Stalingrad would drag on and on until January 31, 1943).
WORLD WAR II
In the night Battle of Edson’s Ridge, the US Marines (1st Marine Raider Battalion and a Parachute Battalion)
repulsed a 2d major Japanese ground attack on Henderson Field on Guadalcanal, leaving 640 bodies littering
the field. The killing area would come to be known as “Bloody Angle.” Colonel Merritt Austin Edson would
be awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor.

The Royal Navy destroyer HMS Sikh was about a mile offshore, taking part in a night raid on the Libyan port
of Tobruk, when it was illuminated by searchlights and hit repeatedly by shore batteries. It became disabled
and had to be taken in tow by its sister ship, the HMS Zulu. When its tow cable was parted by a shell, it drifted
back into the line of fire. Then 7 German dive-bombers attacked and the crew abandoned ship. 275 died.
Those who made it to shore were of course taken prisoner.130
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130. At a first order of approximation there seems to be a remarkable similarity between fighting at sea and feeding fish.
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coming
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September 14, Monday: Japanese forces on Guadalcanal repeated their attack of the previous night on Henderson
Field, and a bunch more of them got killed.
Japanese forces drove Australians back to Imita Ridge, near Port Moresby, Papua, but their advance was halted
by a counterattack.
Soviet planes bombed Budapest and the Ploesti airfields.
Allied aircraft from Egypt bombed Sofia, Bulgaria.
WORLD WAR II
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September 15, Tuesday: German forces reached the Volga and began a direct frontal assault on Stalingrad.
American reinforcements joined the Australians in Port Moresby.
Japanese battleships bombarded Guadalcanal in the Solomon Islands.
The 1st US Army Air Forces Aviation Psychology Program detachments to work at flying schools, at air bases
at Las Vegas in Nevada under Major Clarence W. Brown, Harlingen in Texas under Major Glen Finch, and
Tyndall Field in Florida under Lieutenant Colonel R.N. Hobbs were responsible for selection of low-altitude
bombardiers and selection and training of flexible gunners.131
The USS Wasp, a American aircraft carrier, had as part of the British Mediterranean Fleet been assisting in
escorting convoys to Malta. It was then transferred to Far Eastern waters where she took part in operations off
Guadalcanal in the Solomon Islands. While south of the islands on this day, it was attacked by a Japanese
submarine which scored three hits. A heavy list to starboard developed after which it caught fire and sank.
Most of her complement of around 2,000 were rescued but 193 died.
WORLD WAR II

131. Street, W.R. A CHRONOLOGY OF NOTEWORTHY EVENTS IN AMERICAN PSYCHOLOGY. Washington DC: American
Psychological Association, 1994
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Carrier task force (Rear Admiral L. Noyes) covering transport of reinforcements from Espiritu Santo, New Hebrides,
to Guadalcanal, Solomon Islands, was attacked by 2 Japanese submarines, and a submarine torpedo so
damaged the Aircraft Carrier Wasp (CV-7) near Espiritu Santo in the New Hebrides, 12 degrees 25 minutes
South, 164 degrees 8 minutes East, that it would need to be sunk by United States forces. In addition,
submarines torpedoes damaged Battleship North Carolina (BB-55) and Destroyer O’Brien (DD-415).
WORLD WAR II

September 16, Wednesday: Australian and American troops halted the Japanese advance toward Port Moresby at
Ioribaiwa.
Brazil ordered complete mobilization.
Vice Admiral J.H. Ingram minutes South command, formerly Task Force 23, was designated South Atlantic
Force, Atlantic Fleet. Patrol Wing 12 was commissioned at Key West, Florida for operations in Gulf Sea
Frontier. Japanese forces evacuated Attu in the Aleutian Islands.
WORLD WAR II

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

WORLD WAR II

WWII

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE
September 17, Thursday: Henri Hinirichsen, for decades the owner of the Leipzig music publisher C.F. Peters, was
gassed at Birkenau on account of his being Jewish.
ANTISEMITISM
A suite from music for the film Coastal Command by Ralph Vaughan Williams was performed for the initial
time, over the airwaves of the BBC, originating in Manchester.
WORLD WAR II
September 18, Friday: Soviet troops took up positions in Stalingrad’s grain elevator and proceeded to repulse ten
German attacks on this day.
British troops landed at Tamatave, Madagascar.
A German U-boat laid mines off Charleston, South Carolina.
The 7th Marine Regiment landed at Lunga Point on Guadalcanal in the Solomon Islands. Subsequently,
perhaps in preparation for a larger confrontation, the Japanese would begin a stepup of their “Tokyo Express”
reinforcement schedule. As the month continued, both forces would escalate.
WORLD WAR II
September 19, Saturday: While 3,000 Jews were being deported from Brody near Rovno (Ukraine), 300 broke out of
the train and made a dash for it. Almost all of them were mowed down by the machine guns.
5,000 Jews were deported from Parczew, southwest of Brest-Litovsk, to Treblinka.
WORLD WAR II
ANTISEMITISM

September 20, Sunday: Music for Sayers’ play King of Sorrows by Benjamin Britten was performed for the initial
time, over the airwaves of the BBC.
The initial cremation of corpses took place in Auschwitz.
ANTISEMITISM
United States Naval Operating Base, Auckland, New Zealand, was established.
WORLD WAR II

September 21, Monday: Pro-Nazi candidates did badly in the Swedish election.
WORLD WAR II
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September 22, Tuesday: German forces reached the center of Stalingrad.
Wilhelm Kube, who was responsible for the deaths of at least 10,000 Jews and Russians, was killed by a bomb
in Minsk. The device had been placed under his bed by a Byelorussian maid, Elena Mazanivk, who was a
partisan. She would escape.
ANTISEMITISM

September 23, Wednesday: Private Samuel Barber was assigned to the Second Service Command of Special Services.
He would spend part of each day in basic training in Battery Park and the remainder of the day doing work in
an office on Broadway.
Seven Sonnets of Michelangelo op.22, a cycle for voice and piano by Benjamin Britten, was performed for the
initial time, in Wigmore Hall, London, by Peter Pears and the composer.
A Soviet counterattack in the Orlovka district, northwest of Stalingrad, made some gains. In hand-to-hand
fighting the Germans were slowly pushed back around the oil storage depot.
A German offensive in the Caucasus was stopped on its first day.
The Germans liquidated the ghetto in Tuczyn, Poland (4,000 residents were removed while 2,000 set the ghetto
on fire and escaped).
Over the following week, 6,000 Jews would be being conveyed from Theresienstadt to Maly Trostenets (none
would survive).
ANTISEMITISM
British and Imperial African forces captured Tananarive (Antananarivo), capital of Madagascar, as the Vichy
governor fled south.
WORLD WAR II

September 24, Thursday: Japanese landed on Maiana, Gilbert Islands.
Soviet partisans burned down the town of Ryabchichi, a German supply station on the Smolensk-Bryansk
highway.
The Germans liquidated the ghetto in Korzec, Poland (5,000 residents were removed while several dozen
managed to escape).
ANTISEMITISM
WORLD WAR II
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September 25, Friday: In Stalingrad, German panzers reached the western edge of the Krasny Oktyabr factory and the
southwest corner of the Barrikady factory on the Volga River.
An administration loyal to Free France took over in Réunion.
Japanese landed on Beru, Gilbert Islands.
WORLD WAR II
September 26: When the 1,120-ton British destroyer HMS Veteran was torpedoed by an Axis U-boat to the south of
Iceland, its 9 officers, including Lieutenant Commander T.H. Garwood, and its 150 ratings all died, as did 78
merchant seamen whom it had salvaged as floaters from commercial vessels that had previously been
torpedoed. There were to be no survivors at all.
WORLD WAR II
September 27, Sunday: Japanese troops landed on Kuria, Gilbert Islands.
Australian troops begin to push back the Japanese on New Guinea.
German soldiers raised a swastika above what had been the headquarters of the Stalingrad Communist Party.
Soviet troops crossed the Volga River near Rzhev west of Moscow, and captured 25 villages.
German raider Schiff #23 (Stier) sank after being damaged by United States merchant vessel Stephen Hopkins
in the South Atlantic.
WORLD WAR II
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September 28, Monday: Incidental music to Shakespeare’s play Julius Caesar by John Ireland was performed for the
initial time, over the airwaves of the BBC originating in London.
Anne Frank to her diary: “Anyhow, I’ve learned one thing now. You only really get to know people when
you’ve had a jolly good row with them. Then and only then can you judge their true characters!”

New York City’s Americans hockey team was disbanded.
Japanese submarine RO-65 was sunk by Army aircraft off Kiska in the Aleutian Islands.
Vladimir Ussachevsky was inducted into the United States Army.
WORLD WAR II
September 29, Tuesday: 255 Czechs were sentenced to death for supporting, sheltering or refusing to denounce the
killers of Reinhard Heydrich.
British troops landed at Tuléaron, Madagascar.
United States cargo vessel Albena (AK-26) was sunk by submarine torpedo in the vicinity of the Solomon
Islands , 10 degrees 47 minutes South, 161 degrees 16 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
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September 30, Wednesday: United States heavy cruiser San Francisco (CA-38) collided with destroyer Breese (DD122) in the vicinity of New Hebrides, 15 degrees 39 minutes South, 167 degrees 39 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
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OCTOBER 1942
October: Up to 300,000 Javanese, Tamil, Malayan, Burmese and Chinese slave laborers were being used to build the
Burma-Siam railroad. Some 60,000 would die in the jungle.
WORLD WAR II
By this point, despite efforts by the Secretary of Foreign Affairs to keep black American GIs out of Britain,
about 12,000 of them had arrived. One of the factors which the War Cabinet pointed up was that if American
colored men came to England and experienced a “markedly different” treatment than that to which they had
become accustomed in their home country, as might be anticipated would happen, when eventually they
returned to their home country they “might well cause political difficulties in America at the end of the war.”
In other words, it might be in America’s best interest as well as in the best interest of Britain, if these folks
could be induced to stay the hell away.

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

WORLD WAR II

WWII

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE
October 1, Wednesday: The Red Army brought the German advance in the Caucasus to a halt.
In the United States, fuel oil rationing began in 17 eastern states. A nationwide speed limit of 35 miles per hour
went into effect for civilian vehicles.
Kurt Weill met Bertolt Brecht in California, for the initial time since 1935.
The Lisbon Maru, a Japanese transport vessel carrying 1,816 British and Canadian prisoners of war from Hong
Kong, was torpedoed by mistake by the US submarine Grouper off the Chinese coast.

The prisoners were contained in three holds which soon became foul with the stench of sweat, excreta and
vomit. Men lost consciousness through lack of fresh air and extreme heat. On top deck were some 2,000
Japanese military men on their way home to Japan. At 7 o’clock in the morning, the torpedo struck, severely
damaging the ship but causing no casualties among the prisoners. Soon a Japanese ship came alongside and
took on board all the Japanese soldiers but none of the prisoners. The Lisbon Maru was then taken in tow
heading for Shanghai, but some hours later the ship, now low in the water, began to sink by the stern. Prisoners
in Number 3 hold were unfortunately below the waterline and now beyond rescue. Some prisoners in the other
two holds managed to break free but were shot down as they emerged. Another four Japanese ships appeared
on the scene and some escaped prisoners, swimming in the water, managed to reach the dangling ropes and
started to climb aboard only to be kicked back into the water when within a few inches from the deck.
Eventually, most of the surviving prisoners were taken on board the four ships and taken to Shanghai. A few
however, managed to swim away and were rescued by Chinese fishermen and taken to a group of small islands
nearby. At Shanghai, a roll call accounted for 970 men, a total of 846 had perished. Of the 970 survivors, some
200 died during their first winter in the Japanese camps.132
WORLD WAR II
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132. At a first order of approximation there seems to be a remarkable similarity between fighting at sea and feeding fish.
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October 2, Friday: The federal congress granted to President Franklin Delano Roosevelt the authority to control
wages, salaries, and agricultural prices, effective November 1st.
The HMS Curacoa, a British light cruiser of 4,290 tons, engaged mainly in convoy escort duties during World
War II. It was while escorting the Queen Mary off the coast of Donegal, Ireland that disaster struck.

That immense Cunard White Star liner was carrying 15,000 American troops to England when the Curacoa’s
lookout reported what he supposed was a submarine on the port bow. The Queen Mary turned sharply to
starboard and the Curacoa, in pursuit of this phantom, crossed its bows with insufficient clearance. Proceeding
on a zig-zag course at a speed of 28 1/2 knots, the Queen Mary went through that escort cruiser like a hot knife
through butter, the halves of the ship being pushed about a hundred yards apart. There were 26 floaters, which
means that 338 of those aboard the Curacoa had died. The liner had of course been badly damaged — its bow
plates had been folded back at least 40 feet into the ship. Still fearful that there were U-boats in the area and
conscious of his primary responsibility for the lives of his many passengers, the captain would not slow his
ship until it entered the more secure waters of the Firth of Clyde.
LOST AT SEA

WALDEN: If we read of one man robbed, or murdered, or killed by
accident, or one house burned, or one vessel wrecked, or one
steamboat blown up, or one cow run over on the Western Railroad,
or one mad dog killed, or one lot of grasshoppers in the winter,
–we never need read of another. One is enough.
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US Marines occupied Funafuti in the Ellice Islands.
German submarine U-512 was sunk by US Army aircraft off French Guiana, 6 degrees 50 minutes North,
52 degrees 25 minutes West

WORLD WAR II
October 3, Saturday: Malambo, a film with music by Alberto Ginastera, was released, in Buenos Aires.
German scientists successfully launched a V2 rocket bomb at Peenemünde.
WORLD WAR II
October 4, Sunday: Australians captured Effogi, Papua.
German troops begin another assault in Stalingrad into the Barrikady, Krasny Oktyabr and tractor factories.
British troops took Antsirabe, south of Tananarive (Antananarivo).
WORLD WAR II
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October 5, Monday: Carrier-based aircraft (Rear Admiral G.D. Murrary) bombed the Buin-Tonolei area and Faisi,
Bougainville, Solomon Islands.
WORLD WAR II
Completion of the liquidation of the Czestachowa ghetto (2,000 Jews had been killed in a two-week process,
and 39,000 had been sent to Treblinka). A German who directly observed a Schutzstaffel mass murder on this
date would eventually report on it.
ANTISEMITISM

October 6, Tuesday: Chester F. Carlson received a US patent for electrophotography (in 1947 he would assign
commercial rights to the Haloid Company, which would become Xerox®).
German troops captured Malgobek, south of Mozdok in the Caucasus.
WORLD WAR II

October 7, Wednesday: Fierce fighting continued near the tractor factory, at Stalingrad.
WORLD WAR II

October 8, Thursday: The Germans ordered that all Belgian men 18-50 and women 21-25 register for war work.
WORLD WAR II
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October 9, Friday: The first of 18 patriotic fanfares for brass and percussion commissioned by Eugene Goossens and
the Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra, A Fanfare for Airmen by Bernard Wagenaar, was performed for the initial
time, in Cincinnati.
Anne Frank to her diary: “Nice people, the Germans! To think that I was once one of them too! No, Hitler took
away our nationality long ago. In fact, Germans and Jews are the greatest enemies in the world.”

American forces on Guadalcanal attacked from Henderson Field along the Mataniko River, killing 765
Japanese soldiers.
WORLD WAR II
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“The pachinko ball doesn’t want to plonk into
the plastic tub before it has accomplished
some sort of trajectory.”
—

October 10, Saturday: Japanese reinforcements arrived on Guadalcanal to begin a 3d attempt to retake the island from
the United States Marine Corps.
Political commissars were abolished in the Red Army. Full control was granted to military authorities.
WORLD WAR II
October 11, Sunday: The 3d suite from Descobrimento do Brasil, a film with music by Heitor Villa-Lobos was
performed for the initial time, in the Teatro Municipal, Rio de Janeiro, the composer conducting. The film was
commissioned by the Brazilian Cacao Institute of Bahia.
For the 1st time in 2 months, there was no fighting in Stalingrad.
Soviet partisans blew up the Bryansk-Lgov railroad in 178 places.
That night the Battle of Cape Esperance commenced, and would continue into the following day. Surface
forces (Rear Admiral N. Scott) attacked enemy cruisers and destroyers headed for Guadalcanal, Solomon
Islands on the “Tokyo Express” to reinforce the Japanese forces assaulting the US Marine beachhead there.
2 United States cruisers and two destroyers were damaged. A Japanese destroyer was sunk and 2 cruisers and
a destroyer were damaged.
United States naval vessels damaged: Heavy cruiser Salt Lake City (CA-25), light cruiser Boise (CL-47), and
destroyers Duncan (DD-485), and Farenholt (DD-491), by naval gunfire, Battle of Cape Esperance.
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Japanese naval vessel sunk: Destroyer Fubuki, by surface craft, off Savo Island.
WORLD WAR II

October 11/12: In the Battle of Cape Esperance, American cruiser/destroyer forces under Admiral Spruance prevented
the bombardment of the USMC’s Henderson Field on Guadalcanal by the Japanese.
WORLD WAR II
October 12, Monday: Incidental music to MacNeice’s radio play Christopher Columbus by William Walton for alto,
tenor, bass, two speakers, female speaking chorus, male speaking chorus, guitar and orchestra, was performed
for the initial time, over the airwaves of the BBC originating in Bedford. This was in celebration of the 450th
anniversary of the landing of Columbus in the New World — a landing considered of great moment to all white
people everywhere.

In a naval action off Savo Island in the Solomons, several Japanese ships and one American ship were sunk:
•
•
•
•

Destroyer Duncan (DD-485), by naval gunfire, off Savo Island
Cruiser Furutaka, by surface craft, off Savo Island
Destroyer Natsugumo, by Naval and Marine aircraft, off Savo Island
Destroyer Murakumo, by Naval and Marine aircraft, off Savo Island
WORLD WAR II

October 13, Tuesday: The 1st Marine Division was reinforced by the 164th Infantry Regiment of Americal Division,
United States Army; this was the first major unit to reach Guadalcanal, Solomon Islands.
WORLD WAR II
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October 14, Wednesday:Incidental music to the radio play The Man Behind the Gun by David Diamond was
performed for the initial time, over the airwaves of the CBS radio network.
A couple of Japanese battleships bombarded the shit out of US Marine Henderson Field on Guadalcanal. Only
42 of the American planes remained intact and 41 people were killed. Motor torpedo boats attempted to engage
the Japanese destroyers that were screening these battleships as they conducted the operation, but were
ineffective.
Axis forces renewed their offensive at Stalingrad, sending 5 divisions and 300 panzers toward the tractor and
Barrikady factories. In hand-to-hand fighting in every building in the vicinity, the Germans were unable to
dislodge the Soviets.
Germans began the deportation of 22,000 Jews from Piotkrow, Poland to Treblinka.
ANTISEMITISM
The Komet, a German commerce raider (3,287 tons), was being escorted into the North Atlantic by four motor
torpedo boats and some minesweepers. The British Admiralty, knowing that an attempt would be made to send
the Komet to sea, had positioned a strong force in the English Channel to intercept it. In a brief encounter the
Komet was set on fire and soon blew up. All 351 aboard died. The British also sank a couple of the torpedo
boats and one of the minesweepers.
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The SS Caribou was a 2,222-ton passenger ferry of the Newfoundland Railways, built in Rotterdam and
launched on June 9, 1925 for service in the Gulf of St. Lawrence. While sailing between St. John’s and Port
aux Basques, the ferry was blown apart at 3:20AM by a torpedo from Kapitän-Leutnant Urlich Gräf’s German
U-69. The Caribou was carrying 237 passengers and crew of whom 118 were military personnel. Also aboard
were 50 cows.

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

WORLD WAR II

WWII

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE
This torpedo took the lives of 136, including 16 women and 14 children.

104 floaters were rescued by the Canadian destroyer HMCS Grandmere but 2 died before they could be gotten
to a hospital. Of the ferry’s crew of 46, 31 died. (When U-69 would be sunk east of Newfoundland on February
17, 1943 by depth charges from the British destroyer HMS Fame, all 46 aboard would die.)
WORLD WAR II
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October 15, Thursday: Incidental music to Native Country by Dmitri Shostakovich to words of Alymov, was
performed for the initial time, in the Dzerzhinsky Central Club, Moscow.
“The Skin of Our Teeth,” a play by Thornton Wilder, was performed for the initial time, in New Haven.
While the destroyer USS Meredith (DD-434) was escorting a convoy of a couple of cargo vessels, the
minesweeper USS Vireo, the destroyer USS Nicholas, and the gunboat USS Jamestown, each ship towing
barges loaded with ammunition, bombs, and aviation fuel, the convoy was spotted near San Cristobal Island
in the Solomons by a scout plane from the Japanese carrier Shokaku. Between Espiritu Santa and Guadalcanal
the convoy was attacked by a group of Japanese dive bombers. One direct hit on the Meredith exploded below
decks and four more bombs hit the ship in quick succession, virtually blowing the ship to pieces. Then an aerial
torpedo struck, setting off the Meredith’s store of depth charges. The ship took 185 down with it when it sank
within 20 minutes. On the minesweeper Vireo, 51 were killed. Some survivors would be plucked from the sea
by the destroyer USS Grayson.
United States Submarine Base, Fremantle-Perth, Australia was established.
Patrol Wing 14 was commissioned at San Diego, California for operations in Western Sea Frontier.
WORLD WAR II
October 16, Friday: Coastal Command, a film with music by Ralph Vaughan Williams, was shown for the initial time,
in the Plaza Cinema, Piccadilly Circus, London.
Rodeo, a ballet by Aaron Copland to a scenario by De Mille, was performed for the initial time, at the
Metropolitan Opera House, New York. This was a glittering sold out event and a great success. In the audience,
Richard Rodgers and Oscar Hammerstein II decide to hire Agnes de Mille to choreograph their next project,
Oklahoma!
The 2d of 18 patriotic fanfares for brass and percussion commissioned by Eugene Goossens and the Cincinnati
Symphony Orchestra, A Fanfare for Russia by Deems Taylor, was performed for the initial time, in Cincinnati.
A 2-day cyclone over the state of Bengal, India killed 40,000 people.
British troops captured Ambositra, Madagascar, south of Tananarive (Antananarivo).
50 Polish communists were publicly hanged in Warsaw and their bodies displayed as a warning.
Carrier task force (Rear Admiral G.D. Murray) struck Japanese troops on Guadalcanal, Solomon Islands, and
enemy seaplanes at Rekata Bay, Santa Isabel, Solomon Islands.
The US Submarine Thresher (SS-200) laid mines in northern Gulf of Siam.
United States Seaplane Tender McFarland (AVD-14) was damaged by dive bombers in the Solomon Islands,
9 degrees 24 minutes South, 160 degrees 2 minutes East.
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Japanese Destroyer Oboro was sunk by US Army aircraft in the vicinity of the Aleutian Islands.
WORLD WAR II
An all-time record river crest for the Shenandoah Valley. In the Lower Town of Harpers Ferry, floodwaters
reached 33.8 feet.

October 17, Saturday: The Australian advance north from Port Moresby ran into intense Japanese resistance.
More than 10,000 Jews from Buchenwald and 7,000 from Sachsenhausen were deported to Auschwitz.
WORLD WAR II
ANTISEMITISM
October 18, Sunday: In his review of the Symphony no.7 by Dmitri Shostakovich, Virgil Thomson calls the music
“unoriginal and shallow.”
Vice Admiral W.F. Halsey relieved Vice Admiral R.L. Ghormley as Commander South Pacific Area and South
Pacific Force.
Germans renewed their attacked in Stalingrad, making progress into the Krasnye Oktyabr factory.
Führer Adolf Hitler ordered the execution of all captured British commandos.
WORLD WAR II
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October 19, Monday: The Submarine Gar (SS-206) laid mines in the northern Gulf of Siam.
United States Destroyer O’Brien (DD-415) sank en route to United States for battle repairs, after breaking in
two off Samoa, at 13 degrees 30 minutes South, 171 degrees 18 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II

October 20, Tuesday: United States Heavy Cruiser Chester (CA-27) was damaged by submarine torpedo between San
Cristobal, Solomon Islands and Espiritu Santo, New Hebrides, at 13 degrees 31 South, 163 degrees 17 minutes
East.
WORLD WAR II
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October 20-25: On Guadalcanal, US Marines and Army troops fought off the heavy ground attacks of a major Japanese
counteroffensive.

WORLD WAR II
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October 21, Wednesday: Germans made gains in fighting in the Barrikady and Krasnye Oktyabr factories.
The SS Palatia, a cargo/passenger ship of 3,974 tons of the Hamburg-America Line, departed Kristiansand,
Norway, having arrived the day before from Stettin. On board were 1,134: 999 Russian POWs and 135
crewmen and guards. About an hour after leaving the port, the ship was attacked by a torpedo plane from No
489 Squadron of the Royal New Zealand Air Force based at Banff, Scotland, piloted by Flying Officer
Richardson. When the Palatia sank near the Sangnvaar Lighthouse, 954 died.
United States Destroyer Grayson (DD-435) was damaged by collision in the vicinity of the Solomon Islands,
12 degrees 8 minutes South, 161 degrees 4 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
October 22, Thursday: Symphony no.2 by John Alden Carpenter was performed for the initial time, in Carnegie Hall,
New York. The critics were generally negative.
Harry Partch began 2 days of lecture-recitals at Bennington College.
Australian troops landed on Goodenough Island, off the north coast of Papua.
The first snow of the season fell on the German soldiers in Stalingrad.
Naval Air Facility, Otter Point, Alaska, was established.
WORLD WAR II
October 23, Friday: The third of 18 patriotic fanfares for brass and percussion commissioned by Eugene Goossens and
the Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra, A Fanfare for the Fighting French by Walter Piston, was performed for
the initial time, in Cincinnati.
Japanese infantry and armor attacked across the Mataniko River on Guadalcanal, and some 600 were killed.
An Allied (Britain-Australia-New Zealand-South Africa-India-Greece-Free France) army in Egypt began a
general counter-offensive against German and Italian forces west and south of El ‘Alamein.
WORLD WAR II
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October 24, Saturday: I capricci di Callot, an opera by Gian Francesco Malipiero to his own words after Hoffmann,
was performed for the initial time, in Teatro Reale dell’Opera, Rome.
Lieutenant-Colonel Lewis Burwell “Chesty” Puller won the 3d of his 6 Navy Crosses for valor in combat on
Guadalcanal, when his Marine unit held its position during a Japanese night attack.

Allied forces made slow gains at El ‘Alamein.
WORLD WAR II
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October 25, Sunday: The largest in a series of roundups of Norwegian Jews took place.
ANTISEMITISM
German troops resumed their offensive south of the Terek in the Caucasus.
A massive tank battle continued at El ‘Alamein. Australians struck north, toward the Mediterranean.
The Japanese launched another assault to capture the US Marine Henderson Field on Guadalcanal, losing
another 3,000 soldiers. Their “Tokyo Express” resupply and reinforcement of their troops on the island would
step up again, and during the next couple of weeks the Japanese garrison would be greatly reinforced. (The US
high command would very carefully do nothing to intercept the continuing incursion of Japanese
reinforcements onto this island, as it was our strategic objective that the fighting there be both continuous and
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entirely indecisive.)

The submarine Whale (SS-239) laid mines off Honshu, Japan, at entrance to Inland Sea. Submarine Amberjack
(SS-219), landed Army personnel and supplies at Tulagi, Solomon Islands.
United States naval vessel sunk: Tug Seminole (AT-65), by naval gunfire, off Guadalcanal, Solomon Islands.
United States naval vessels damaged:
•

Destroyer Hughes (DD-410), accidentally by United States naval gunfire, Solomon Islands area, 8
degrees 38 minutes South, 166 degrees 41 minutes East.
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•

High speed minesweeper Zane (DMS-14), by naval gunfire, Sealark Channel off Guadalcanal,
Solomon Islands

Japanese naval vessel sunk: Light cruiser Yura, damaged by Naval, Marine, and Army aircraft, off Santa
Isabel, Solomon Islands, and sunk by own forces.
WORLD WAR II
October 26, Monday: Arthur Honegger met Werner Egk for the initial time, in Paris. Egk was in town for a production
of his Peer Gynt at the Opéra. He was an admirer of Honegger’s work.
Allied forces secured the heights of Kidney Ridge at El ‘Alamein.
1,866 Jews were deported from Theresienstadt to Auschwitz.
The Quisling government expropriated all property of Norwegian Jews.
ANTISEMITISM
Battle of Santa Cruz Islands was joined as carrier task forces (Rear Admiral T.C. Kinkaid and Rear Admiral
G.D. Murray) close a numerically superior Japanese force; heavy damage was inflicted on United States forces
but immediate Japanese movement toward Guadalcanal, Solomon Islands, was checked. The battle of
Henderson Field, Guadalcanal, Solomon Islands, ended as Marines repulsed Japanese land and air attacks that
damaging a number of US naval vessels.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Carrier Enterprise (CV-6), by dive bomber
Carrier Hornet (CV-8), by air attack
Battleship South Dakota (BB-57), by dive bomber
Light cruiser San Juan (CL-54), by dive bomber
Destroyer Porter (DD-356), by submarine torpedo, and sunk by United States forces
Destroyer Smith (DD-378), by suicide bomber
Destroyer Hughes (DD-410), by collision
WORLD WAR II

October 27, Tuesday: Helmuth Günther, a 17-year-old member of Hitler Youth who had been caught listening to
foreign radio broadcasts, was executed.
William Schuman’s application to serve in the US Army Specialist Corps was denied for medical reasons.
Germans gained ground between the Barrikady and Krasnye Oktyabr factories in Stalingrad.
German and Italian forces attempted an armored counterattack in the Battle of El ‘Alamein.
United States Carrier Hornet (CV-8) was sunk by Japanese dive bombers, torpedo bombers, and destroyer
torpedoes, at 8 degrees 38 minutes South, 166 degrees 43 minutes East. United States Battleship South Dakota
(BB-57) and destroyer Mahan (DD-364) were damaged in a collision in the vicinity of the Solomon Islands.
WORLD WAR II
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October 28, Wednesday: Capriccio, an opera by Richard Strauss, to words of Krauss and the composer, was performed
for the initial time, at the München Staatsoper. This was a hit with press and public.
An Australian night attack at El ‘Alamein gained some ground.
WORLD WAR II
October 29, Thursday: The submarine Grenadier (SS-210) laid mines in the Tonkin Gulf off French Indochina.
Australians forced the Japanese out of Eora, Papua.
The Alaska Highway was completed, largely for war needs.
The MV Abosso, an Elder Dempster Lines passenger/cargo liner of 11,330 tons (Captain R.W. Tate), was
attacked and sunk about 700 miles north of the Azores on its way from Cape Town to Liverpool, by KapitänLeutnant Günther Heydemann’s German U-boat U575. 168 crewmen and 193 passengers died. (Three days
later the destroyer HMS Bideford would sight 31 survivors of the Abosso in a lifeboat. When U-575 would be
sunk on March 13, 1944, 18 crewmen would die and 37 survive.)
WORLD WAR II
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October 30, Friday: Sonata for violin and piano by Roy Harris was performed for the initial time, in Coolidge
Auditorium, Library of Congress, Washington. He was awarded the Coolidge Medal by the library.
The fourth of 18 patriotic fanfares for brass and percussion commissioned by Eugene Goossens and the
Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra, A Fanfare to the Forces of Our Latin-American Allies by Henry Cowell, was
performed for the initial time, in Cincinnati.
The SS President Doumer, once a French passenger liner (Bibby Line), had been converted into a Ministry of
War troopship of 11,898 tons. It was part of a UK-bound convoy near Madeira when torpedoed by KapitänLeutnant Horst Höltring’s U604 with 260 deaths.

(When U604 would be scuttled on August 11, 1943 in the South Atlantic, 14 of its crewmen would die.
A cruiser and destroyer force bombarded Japanese positions at Point Cruz on Guadalcanal in the Solomon
Islands.
The Japanese landed a 2d invasion force at Attu in the Aleutians.
Australians and Germans battled to the north and east of Tell el Eisa.
British troops captured Fianarantsoa, Madagascar.
WORLD WAR II
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NOVEMBER 1942
November: When Simone Weil sailed from New York to Liverpool to join the French Resistance in London, she got
put in a British detention camp.

The 1,485 American, British, and Australian POWs still alive after their trip on the Totori Maru arrived by
train at their destination, the city of Mukden about 350 miles from Pingfan in Manchuria. They were suffering
from all sorts of diseases contacted during their period at Camp O’Donnell and Cabanatuan in the Philippines.
There were two camps at Mukden, one at Hsien and the other at Hoten. Hsien would hold higher-ranking
Allied prisoners who might prove useful as hostages in the event of an Allied invasion of the Japanese home
islands. Hoten was a labor camp serving the MKK factory that was producing parts for Japanese aircraft and
tanks. (In this camp, US bombs would create more than 100 friendly-fire fatalities.)
WORLD WAR II

November 1, Sunday: Patrol Wings were redesignated Fleet Air Wings.
Went the Day Well?, a film with music by William Walton, was shown for the initial time, in the London
Pavilion.
Processional for organ by Henry Cowell was performed for the initial time, in the National Cathedral,
Washington.
German troops captured Alagir in the Caucasus.
Operation Supercharge (the Allies breached the Axis lines at El Alamein).
WORLD WAR II
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The SS Mendoza, a Ministry of War Transport liner of 8,233 tons out of Mombasa, South Africa, was blown
up by Kapitän-Z-See Hans Ibekken’s German U-boat U-178 near its destination, Durban. 28 crewmen and 122
other service personnel died.
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(This German U-boat U-178 would be scuttled on August 25, 1944 at Bordeaux, France.)
WORLD WAR II

November 2, Monday: The Last Reader, a song by Charles Ives to words of Holmes, was performed for the initial time,
in Town Hall, New York.
Submarine Tambor (SS-198) laid mines in the Tonkin Gulf, and submarine Tautog (SS-199) laid mines south
of Cape Padaran.
Air Wing 6 was commissioned at Seattle WA for multi-engine aircraft training.
German forces captured Nal’chik in the Caucasus Mountains.
British and New Zealand forces broke through the Axis defenders at El ‘Alamein.
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110,000 Jews were seized by the Germans from 65 villages in the Bialystok region of Poland. All would end
up in Auschwitz or Treblinka. In the small village of Marcinkance all 360 Jews resisted and were shot dead on
the spot.
ANTISEMITISM
The Dutch cargo/passenger ship MS Zaandam was sunk 400 miles north of Receife, Brazil, by a torpedo from
the German U-boat U174 (Ulrich Thilo) while enroute from Capetown, South Africa, to New York.

On board were 299 persons including 130 crewmembers and US Naval Armed Guards and 169 passengers,
most of them survivors from 5 Allied ships previously sunk off Capetown. Ten minutes after the first torpedo
hit, another slammed into the port side, sinking the Zaandam in less than two minutes. 134 died and there were
165 floaters. The US tanker SS Gulfstate was able to pick up 106 out of a couple of lifeboats. Another lifeboat,
containing around 60, would make landfall some days later.
WORLD WAR II
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November 3, Tuesday: Incidental music to Saroyan’s play The Beautiful People by Lou Harrison was performed for
the initial time, in Royce Hall of UCLA.
Australian forces retook Kokoda, Papua.
Japanese troops successfully landed at Koli Point, Guadalcanal, despite an American attack.
Congressional elections in the United States saw a 45-seat loss for the Democratic Party in the federal House
of Representatives and an 8-seat loss in the federal Senate, but they retained majorities in both.
WORLD WAR II
November 4, Wednesday: Three Romances on Texts by Burns for voice and piano, part of op.62 by Dmitri
Shostakovich were performed for the initial time, in Kuibyshev.
Indian troops sealed the outcome of the Battle of El ‘Alamein by breaking through Axis defenders south of Tel
el Aggagir. German and Italian forces began a long and wholesale retreat back into Libya.
Cruisers and destroyers bombarded Japanese positions near Koli Point, Guadalcanal, Solomon Islands as
American troops landed at Aola, Guadalcanal, well outside the Marine Corps perimeter.
WORLD WAR II
November 5, Thursday: German submarine U-408 was sunk by naval land-based aircraft (VP-84) off Iceland, at 67
degrees 40 minutes North, 18 degrees 32 minutes West.
The Vichy governor of Madagascar surrendered to Allied forces, thus ending resistance on the island.
New Zealanders, in pursuit of fleeing Germans, captured Fûka, Egypt.
Earlier this month the Japanese had marched 600 British POWs from a prison at Changi to the docks at
Singapore and put them aboard a 6,500-ton cargo vessel. On this day they entered Simpson Harbour at Rabaul,
New Britain, to begin the creation of a new airstrip at Kokopo. Three weeks later 516 of the 600 would be sent
on to begin another such airstrip on Ballalae Island in the Solomons. Those left behind would be subjected to
such physical abuse by their guards and would become so gravely ill with dysentery, malaria, and berri-berri
that by April 1945, only 21 of the original 82 would remain. Due to vitamin deficiency some had testicles the
size of pineapples (a condition known as “diphtheria scrotum”). Eventually these 21 seriously ill prisoners
were transferred to Watom Island and put to digging air-raid shelters for the Japanese. On September 6, 1945,
when 89,291 Japanese involved in the war effort in Rabaul and surrounding islands would make their
submission to the Allies and the surrender document would be formally signed on board the British aircraft
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carrier HMS Glory anchored off Rabaul, the 18 British POWs who still survived from this group would board
the destroyer HMS Vendetta to be taken to a hospital on Lae, then to Australia, and then home. Meanwhile,
the 516 British POWs who had been sent off to create a new airstrip on Ballalae Island in the Solomons were
unaccounted for. In 1943 the island was captured by the 3rd New Zealand Division and natives said that
hundreds had died under “friendly fire” during an Allied bombing raid, but that when the survivors had
completed work on the airstrip at the end of March 1943, they had been lined up and executed by the Japanese
with bayonet and sword. (In December 1945, an Australian War Graves unit exhumed 436 bodies from a mass
grave on Ballalae Island to re-inter the remains in a war cemetery in Port Moresby. A total of 188 war crimes
trials would be held at Rabaul after the war, after which 78 Japanese would need to hang and 15 need to face
firing squads.)
WORLD WAR II
November 6, Friday: The fifth of 18 patriotic fanfares for brass and percussion commissioned by Eugene Goossens
and the Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra, A Fanfare for Friends by Daniel Gregory Mason, was performed for
the initial time, in Cincinnati.
German forces attempted a breakout in the Caucasus but were stopped at Ordzhonikidze.
About 500 miles south of St. Helena, the City of Cairo was torpedoed in error by Kapitän-Leutnant KarlFriedrich Merten’s U68, who had supposed this British passenger liner to be a 8,000-ton cargo vessel. About
a third of its 300 passengers and crew would die. The Germans helped floaters get to the lifeboats. This U-boat
commander provided precise instructions as to how to reach St. Helena before departing the scene with an
apology. One lifeboat, however, would drift for 51 days and 16 of the 18 people on it would have died before
arriving at the coast of Brazil. (Some years later the British survivors would hold a reunion in London and
would invite Merten, who had published his own account of the sinking. At this reunion a survivor would be
heard to remark “We couldn’t have been sunk by a nicer man.” Karl-Friedrich Merten would die of cancer in
May 1993.)
United States Transport Zeilin (AP-9) was damaged by a Japanese dive bomber in the Solomon Islands,
at 9 degrees 24 minutes South, 160 degrees 2 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
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November 7, Saturday: The orchestral suite Native Leningrad by Dmitri Shostakovich, an arrangement of his music
for Native Country, was performed for the initial time, in the Dzerzhinsky Central Club, Moscow.
Anne Frank to her diary: “I only look at her as a mother, and she just doesn’t succeed in being that to me; I have
to be my own mother. I’ve drawn myself apart from them all; I am my own skipper and later on I shall see
where I come to land. All this comes about particularly because I have in my mind’s eye an image of what a
perfect mother and wife should be; and in her whom I must call ‘Mother’ I find no trace of that image.”

Aircraft from Henderson Field, Guadalcanal, damaged a couple of Japanese destroyers off Guadalcanal,
Solomon Islands.
Americans on Guadalcanal began attacking east toward Koli Point.
Allied forces occupied Matrûh, Egypt.
United States Transport Thomas Stone (AP-59) was damaged by a submarine torpedo in the western
Mediterranean, at 37 degrees 32 minutes North, 0 degrees 1 minutes East.
Italian submarine Antonio Sciesa was sunk by US Army aircraft off the coast of Libya, at 32 degrees 5 minutes
North, 23 degrees 59 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
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November 8, Sunday: Operation Torch began — the Allies invaded German-held northwestern Africa. Allied
Expeditionary Force under the supreme command of Lieutenant General Dwight David “Ike” Eisenhower,
USA, landed at Casablanca, Oran, and Algiers. Allied Naval Force (Admiral Sir Andrew Cunningham, RN)
was composed of three principal parts: Western Naval Task Force (Rear Admiral H.K. Hewitt, USN) landed
troops (Major General George Smith Patton, USA) near Casablanca; Center Naval Task Force (Commodore
T. Troubridge, RN) landed troops (Major General L. R. Fredenhall, USA) at Oran; Eastern Naval Task Force
(Rear Admiral Sir H. M. Burrough, RN) put troops (Major General C.W. Ryder, USA) ashore at Algiers.
American and British forces captured the Vichy French commander, Admiral Darlan. The United States Navy
destroyed seven French surface ships and three submarines. French Resident-General Noguès surrendered
Morocco to the invading Americans at Casablanca. The Vichy government broke relations with the United
States.
Motor torpedo boats damaged a Japanese destroyer by torpedo attack off Guadalcanal in the Solomon Islands.
United States naval vessels damaged:
•

•
•

Battleship Massachusetts (BB-59), heavy cruiser Wichita (CA-45), light cruiser Brooklyn (CL-40),
destroyers Ludlow (DD-438) and Murphy DD-603), and high speed minesweeper Palmer (DMS-5),
by gunfire from coastal defense guns, North African landings
High speed minesweeper Stansbury (DMS-8), by mine, off North Africa
Transport Leedstown (AP-73), by aircraft torpedo, off North Africa
WORLD WAR II

November 9, Monday: 4,000 Jews from Lublin arrived at Majdanek on this day.
ANTISEMITISM
New Zealanders entered Sîdi Barrâni, Egypt.
With Vichy acquiescence, German forces occupied airfields in Tunisia.
Canada and Mexico broke relations with the Vichy government.
United States Transport Leedstown (AP-73) was sunk by submarine and aircraft torpedo and horizontal
bomber near Algiers.
WORLD WAR II
November 10, Tuesday: United States naval vessels and carrier aircraft engaged French naval forces at Casablanca,
Morocco, and American troops entered Casablanca.
Vichy French forces in Oran, Algeria surrendered to United States forces.
Responding to the question of Indian independence, Winston Churchill commented from Mansion House, on
the radio, “I have not become the King’s First Minister in order to preside at the liquidation of the British
Empire.”
United States Naval Station, Puerto Castillo, Honduras was established.
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Erik Scavenius replaced Wilhelm Buhl as prime minister of Denmark.
The Germans established a Jewish ghetto in Lvov.
ANTISEMITISM
As teener shut-ins will, Anne Frank toyed with the current radio trope: “‘This is not the end. It is not even the
beginning of the end. But it is, perhaps, the end of the beginning.’”

Oh clueless one, you expect profundity from teener shut-ins?
A German submarine laid mines off New York harbor, east of Ambrose Light.
Japanese Submarine I-72 was sunk by the high speed minesweeper Southard (DMS-10) in the Solomon
Islands, at 10 degrees 13 minutes South, 161 degrees 9 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
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November 11, Wednesday: British forces captured Bougie (Bejaïa), Algeria. Allied troops crossed from Egypt into
Libya and captured Bardia (Bardiyah). Admiral Darlan, commander of the Vichy French armed forces in North
Africa, ordered his troops to cease fire. Casablanca and Vichy administration in North Africa surrendered to
United States forces. An Allied/French armistice was signed. United States Naval Operating Base, Oran, was
established. German and Italian troops invaded the portions of Vichy France that had been unoccupied, south
to the Mediterranean Sea. Italian troops landed on Corsica.
The Royal Navy depot ship HMS Hecla, of 11,000 tons, was taking part in the Allied landings in North Africa,
when it was sunk by a U-boat west of the Straits of Gibraltar. 279 died.133
United States Transport Joseph Hewes (AP-50) was sunk by a submarine torpedo at Fedala Roads, North
Africa and United States Destroyer Hambleton (DD-455) and Oiler Winooski (AO-38) were damaged by
submarine torpedoes.
WORLD WAR II
In Stalingrad, Axis troops reached the Volga on a 450-meter front, capturing most of the Krasnye Oktyabr
factory and almost cutting it off from the Barrikady factory.
Germany invaded and occupied Vichy France while Italian forces occupied Nice, Monaco, and Corsica.
The Germans liquidated the ghetto in Marcinkance, Poland (370 were removed while 200 escaped).
Norway’s Lutheran bishops sent a letter of protest to Quisling about deportations of Jews.
ANTISEMITISM

133. At a first order of approximation there seems to be a remarkable similarity between fighting at sea and feeding fish.
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November 12, Thursday: Fearful that Governor-elect Earl Warren would keep his campaign promise to deny parole to
sex offenders, Henry Cowell applies to California Governor Culbert Olson for a pardon.
United States Naval Operating Base, Casablanca, Morocco was established.
The naval battle of Guadalcanal began as Japanese aircraft attacked US troop transport ships unloading troops
in Lunga Roads, Guadalcanal, Solomon Islands, under the protection of air and surface forces (Rear Admiral
R.K. Turner).
While escorting troop transports and supply ships to the island’s Lunga Point, the USS Monssen was fired on
near Savo Island by Japanese warships. In this engagement the destroyer USS Barton sank and the Monssen
inadvertently ran through the field of floaters, killing many. Suddenly the Monssen was illuminated by
starshells and a devastating hail of high-explosive missiles crashed into the ship demolishing the bridge and
engine room. The ship lay dead in the water and the survivors among its crew abandoned ship. Minutes later,
hearing cries for help, 3 of them paddled their raft back and retrieved 8 wounded men who had been below
decks. Rescue boats from Guadalcanal picked up these survivors just before the Monssen’s magazine exploded
and sent the hulk down. 150 had died.
During the night actions of the naval battle of Guadalcanal the American antiaircraft cruiser USS Juneau was
hit by a torpedo that Japanese submarine I-26 had sent off toward the cruiser San Francisco. Badly damaged,
the ship tried to escape from the battle zone but then was hit again. This time, apparently, the ship’s powder
magazine had been reached, as the vessel went up in a great ball of fire taking the lives of her Captain and 687
crew members. 10 would survive. On board the Juneau had been the five Sullivans, George, Francis, Joseph,
Madison, and Albert, who had enlisted together and had sought service in the same unit. (President Franklin
Delano Roosevelt would issue instructions that if any American family lost more than two sons, the surviving
sons were to be taken out of combat. A new ship would be named The Sullivans and christened by the boys’
mother in April 1943. The Sullivans would be decommissioned in 1965, and is moored at the Naval and
Servicemen’s Park in Buffalo NY.)
United States naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Transports Tasker H. Bliss (AP-42), Hugh L. Scott (AP-43), and Edward Rutledge (AP-52), by
submarine torpedoes, off Morocco, North Africa
Gunboat Erie (PG-50), by submarine torpedo, Caribbean area, 12 degrees 3 minutes North,
68 degrees 58 minutes West

United States naval vessels damaged, Naval Battle of Guadalcanal:
•
•

Heavy cruiser San Francisco (CA-38), by Japanese aircraft
Destroyer Buchanan (DD-484), accidentally by United States naval gunfire
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Japanese submarine sunk: Submarine I-22, by PT-122, southwest of New Guinea, 8 degrees 32 minutes South,
148 degrees 17 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

November 13, Friday: Symphony no.1 by Bohuslav Martinu was performed for the initial time, in Boston.
Concerto for two pianos and orchestra no.1 by Darius Milhaud was performed for the initial time, in
Pittsburgh.
Allied troops entered Tobruk (Tubruq).
General Dwight David “Ike” Eisenhower struck a deal in Algiers with Admiral Darlan whereby Darlan would

retain control over French West and North Africa in return for his cooperation with the Allies.
Brazil broke relations with the Vichy government.
In the naval battle of Guadalcanal, Japanese battleships bombarding Henderson Field were attacked by
American surface action groups. In the second night of the battle, Rear Admiral D.J. Callaghan’s task group
of cruisers and destroyers engaged a Japanese raiding group including two battleships. The U.S. force were
heavily damaged, but the Japanese retired. Carrier force (Rear Admiral T. C. Kinkaid) arrived close to battle
area and launched air search and attacks against the enemy. Afterward, Marine reinforcements would be
landed at Lunga Point.
When the American destroyer USS Barton was hit by 2 tin fish from the Japanese destroyer Amatsukaza,
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its forward magazines detonated and the ship split in two, the bow remaining above water for about 10
minutes. Those who could jumped into the water, but then the ship’s depth charges began to explode beneath
them, and other ships cruised through the field of floaters, and shells fired at the destroyers landed among the
them. We estimate that 80%, about 275, died of one or another of these causes. 42 would survive.

The American light cruiser USS Atlanta was struck by a torpedo from the destroyer Akaksuki and shells from
the battleship Hiei. Then it ran into the “friendly fire” of the USS San Francisco and received 19 8-inch shells.
Receiving shells from both sides, the cruiser was soon entirely ablaze and Admiral Scott was dead. The
commander of the San Francisco, Admiral Callaghan, was killed a few minutes later by a 14-inch shell from
the Hiei. Of the Atlanta’s 735 men, 165 died.
The American destroyer USS Laffey was hit by a salvo of 14-inch shells from the Hiei, and the order to
abandon ship was being given when a torpedo set off the vessel’s depth charges, ripping it apart. The entire
crew went down with the ship (a Presidential Unit Citation would be issued)
United States naval vessels sunk, Battle of Guadalcanal:
•
•
•
•
•

Light cruiser Atlanta (CL-51), by naval gunfire
Light cruiser Juneau (CL-52), by submarine torpedo, as she left the Solomon Islands area to
proceed to Espiritu Santo, New Hebrides, after Battle of Guadalcanal
Destroyer Cushing (DD-376), by naval gunfire
Destroyer Monssen (DD-436), by naval gunfire
Destroyer Laffey (DD-459), by gunfire and torpedo from surface craft

United States naval vessels damaged Battle of Guadalcanal:
•
•
•
•
•

Heavy cruiser Portland (CA-33), by torpedo from surface craft
Light cruiser Helena (CL-50), by naval gunfire
Destroyer Sterett (DD-407), by naval gunfire
Destroyer O’Bannon (DD-450), accidentally by United State naval gunfire
Destroyer Aaron Ward (DD-483), by naval gunfire

Japanese naval vessels sunk, Battle of Guadalcanal:
•
•
•

Battleship Hiei, by naval gunfire, carrier-based aircraft, and Marine land-based aircraft
Destroyer Akatsuki, by naval gunfire
Destroyer Yudachi, by naval gunfire
WORLD WAR II
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November 14, Saturday: Béla Bartók’s Concerto for two pianos, percussion and orchestra, an arrangement of his
Sonata for two pianos and percussion, was performed for the initial time, in London.
Japanese forces occupied New Georgia in the Solomons.
An assault on a perceived informant at the Poston detention camp for Japanese-Americans, and the subsequent
arrest of two popular inmates for this offense, mushroomed into a massive strike. A similar uprising would
take place one month later at our Manzanar detention camp.
Japanese cruisers and destroyers engaged in night bombardment of Henderson Field, Guadalcanal, Solomon
Islands, area attacked by motor torpedo boats. In the morning this enemy force, while retiring, was struck by
Marine and Naval aircraft from Henderson Field, and aircraft from carrier Enterprise (CV-6). The same
aircraft sink seven Japanese transports during the afternoon. Beginning shortly before midnight and continuing
on 15 November, battleship force (Rear Admiral W.W. Lee) composed of 2 battleships and 3 destroyers
engages and turns back large Japanese Naval Group.
Part of Task Force 64 racing to intercept a Japanese naval unit under the command of Vice Admiral Kondo as
it sailed into Savo Island Sound. The naval unit consisted of the battleship Kirishima, the heavy cruisers Atago
and Takao, light cruisers Sendai and Nagara, and nine destroyers. When radar contact was made with the
cruiser Nagara our destroyers opened fire and scored several hits. The USS Preston received a number of 6inch shells that reduced it to a blazing hulk. Minutes later it listed heavily to port, rolled over, and went down
stern first. Amid the tangle of floating wreckage would be found the bodies of its captain, Commander Max
Stormes, and 116 of the crew. The survivors of this were rescued by the destroyer USS Meade.
Allied troops reach Gazala, Libya.
The SS Scillin, an Italian cargo/passenger ship, was torpedoed by Lieutenant John Bromage’s submarine HMS
Sahib while enroute from Tripoli to Sicily, 10 miles north of Cape Milazzo in the Tyrrhenian Sea, carrying
about 815 Commonwealth POWs. The Sahib managed to pull 27 of our POW out of the water (26 British and
one South African) but only when they heard the survivors speaking English did they begin to realize that they
had sunk a ship carrying British prisoners of war, and had killed 787 of their own. Also saved were 35 members
of the Italian crew. Immediately after the sinking, the Sahib was bombed by escort German Ju-88s and depth
charged by the Italian corvette Gabbiano. Badly damaged, the sub would be scuttled by its crew. At an inquiry,
Lieutenant Bromage would testify that he had supposed the SS Scillin to be carrying Italian troops and would
be excused from responsibility. The Ministry of Defence would hold this incident as a closely guarded secret
for 54 years, telling relatives an inventive tale about how their boys had succumbed in Italian POW camps.
It would not be until 1996 that the persistence of the families would cause the reality of this “friendly fire”
incident to be acknowledged.
United States naval vessels sunk, Battle of Guadalcanal:
•
•

Destroyer Preston (DD-379), by naval gunfire
Destroyer Walke (DD-416), by gunfire and torpedo from surface vessel

Japanese naval vessel sunk: Heavy cruiser Kinugasa, by Naval and Marine aircraft
WORLD WAR II
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November 15, Sunday: Rear Admiral Lee with 2 battleships and 4 destroyers turned back large Japanese naval group
to end the naval battle off Guadalcanal.
The HMS Avenger (a 13,785-ton British escort carrier built in the United States as the passenger liner Rio
Hudson and transferred to the United Kingdom under Lend-Lease to be converted to an auxiliary aircraft
carrier in March 1942), while in convoy from North Africa to the Clyde in Scotland on her way home after the
landings in North Africa, was torpedoed just west of the Rock of Gibraltar by Korvette-Kapitän Adolf
Piening’s German U-boat U-155. At approximately 0307 hours the ship was hit on its port side in its bomb
magazine, blowing out its center section. The magazine had contained 100 depth charges and about 220
bombs. Enveloped in flames and black smoke, the hulk went down in less than a couple of minutes. 67 officers,
including Commander A.P. Colthurst, and 446 ratings, a total of 514, died. 12 floaters would be picked up by
escort destroyer HMS Glaisdale. (U-155 would survive to be scuttled during Operation Deadlight at the end
of the war. Adolf Piening would die in 1984.)

LEND-LEASE AGREEMENT
United States naval vessel sunk: Destroyer Benham (DD-397), damaged by torpedo from surface vessel and
sunk by United States forces, off Guadalcanal, Solomon Islands. United States naval vessels damaged:
•
•
•
•

Battleship South Dakota (BB-57), by naval gunfire, Battle of Guadalcanal
Destroyer Gwin (DD-433), by naval gunfire, Battle of Guadalcanal
Cargo ship Electra (AK-21), by submarine torpedo, off North Africa, 33 degrees 45 minutes North,
7 degrees 52 W
Cargo ship Almaack (AK-27), by submarine torpedo, off North Africa, 36 degrees 19 minutes
North, 7 degrees 52 W

Japanese naval vessels sunk, Battle of Guadalcanal:
•
•

Battleship Kirishima, by naval gunfire
Destroyer Ayanami, by naval gunfire
WORLD WAR II

November 16, Monday: Army forces landed south of Buna, New Guinea.
British paratroopers captured Souk-el-Arba, Tunisia. General de Gaulle announced that he did not accept
Admiral Darlan’s authority over North and West Africa.
German submarine U-173 was sunk by US destroyers Woolsey (DD-437), Swanson (DD-443), and Quick (DD490) off Casablanca, Morocco
WORLD WAR II
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November 17, Tuesday: Advancing Allied forces reached Derna (Darnah), Libya.
American paratroopers reached Gafsa, Tunisia.
Norwegian Jews were required to register with the police.
ANTISEMITISM
Naval Air Station, De Land, Florida, was established.
WORLD WAR II
November 18, Wednesday: British troops took Sidi N’Sir, Tunisia, to the west of Tunis.
WORLD WAR II
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November 19, Thursday: Sonata for two pianos by Paul Hindemith was performed for the initial time, in Town Hall,
New York.
In a ceremony at Kluane Lake, Yukon Territory, the 2,689-kilometer Alcan Highway from Dawson Creek,
Alberta to Fairbanks, Alaska was opened.
Anne Frank to her diary: “I feel wicked sleeping in a warm bed, while my dearest friends have been knocked
down or have fallen into a gutter somewhere out in the cold night. I get frightened when I think of close friends
who have now been delivered into the hands of the cruelest brutes that walk the earth. And all because they
are Jews!”

A Canadian “Liberty Ship” (90% riveted, coal fired) built at Burrard’s Vancouver South Yard was delivered
to its owners/managers, J&J Denholm Ltd. of Glasgow. The vessel would be named Fort Halkett in honor of
John Wedderburn Halkett.
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3,500 artillery pieces and mortars begin one of the largest and most intense bombardments of the war along a
25-kilometers front as Soviet forces begin a counter-offensive against the Romanian and Italian defenders
guarding the German salient into Stalingrad. They blew through the Romanians at Kletskiy, capturing 65,000
of them in the first 24 hours.
Soviets defeated the Germans at Ordzhonikidze in the Caucasus.
Marshal Henri Pétain broadcast an appeal to French officers in North Africa to resist “Anglo-Saxon
aggression.” He further added an updated version of “L’etat, cest moi,” as “you have but one country, France,
which I incarnate.”
WORLD WAR II
November 20, Friday: The Soviet offensive began its second phase as the southern pincer attacked Germans and
Romanians south of Stalingrad. Initial progress was slow.
British forces captured Benghazi, Libya.
A convoy from Egypt reached Malta, effectively lifting that island’s siege.
WORLD WAR II
November 21, Saturday: The northern Soviet pincer at Stalingrad broke through the Romanians on an 80-kilometer
front.
WORLD WAR II

November 22, Sunday: Hymn to Saint Cecilia op.27 for chorus acappella by Benjamin Britten to words of Auden was
performed for the initial time, in a recording over the airwaves of the BBC Home Service, on the saint’s day
and the composer’s 29th birthday.
Ritornels for piano by Bohuslav Martinu was performed for the initial time, in New York.
British forces captured Bone (Annaba) and Djidjelli (Jijel) airfield, Algeria.
WORLD WAR II
November 23, Monday: The New York Times placed a lengthy account on its Page 10, of a London dispatch citing the
roundups, the gassings, the use of cattle cars, and the mysterious absence from view of 90% of the population
of the Jewish ghetto at Warsaw, Poland. The article pointed at the known fact that the head of Führer Adolf
Hitler’s Gestapo, swordsman Heinrich Himmler, had scheduled half of Poland’s Jews to be exterminated prior
to the end of the current year.
ANTISEMITISM
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Skilled Swordsmen
Saint Ignatius Loyola

President Harry S Truman

Michel Angelo

General George Patton

Sir Walter Raleigh

Heinrich Himmler

René Descartes

Hermann Göring

John Milton

Juan Péron

George Frederick Handel

Francisco Franco

Johann Wolfgang von Goethe

Benito Mussolini

Karl Marx

Oswald Mosley

Sir Richard Burton

Reinhard Heydrich

Aleksandr Pushkin

Soviet army pincers meet south of Kalach on the Don, encircling the 250,000 members of the German Sixth
Army in Stalingrad.
After fighting at Agedabia (Ajdabiya), Axis troops fall back to El Agheila (Al Uqaylah).
The SS Tilawa, a 10,006-ton British India SN Company passenger/cargo liner (Captain F. Robertson), was hit
by the Japanese submarine I-29 while on its way from Bombay to Mombassa and Durban with 6,472 tons of
cargo. The ship carried 222 crewmen, 4 gunners, and 732 passengers. The explosion created great panic among
the native passengers, who rushed the lifeboats. Of the 958 on board, 252 passengers and 28 crew died. The
cruiser HMS Birmingham rescued 678.
WORLD WAR II
November 24, Tuesday: Japanese forces land at Munda Point, New Georgia, Solomon Islands.
United States naval vessel damaged:
•

Transport Thomas Stone (A--59), by horizontal bomber, North African area, 36 degrees 48 minutes
North, 3 degrees 10 minutes East

Japanese naval vessel sunk:
•

Destroyer Hayashio, by Army aircraft, of Lae, New Guinea
WORLD WAR II
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November 25, Wednesday: United States Transport Thomas Stone (A-59) was damaged by grounding in North African
area. It was beached and abandoned at 36 degrees 49 minutes North, 3 degrees 7 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II

November 26, Thursday: The Conservatório Nacional de Canto Orfeônico was inaugurated in Rio de Janeiro by Heitor
Villa-Lobos.
Michael Curtiz’s film Casablanca was shown for the initial time, in the Hollywood Theater of New York City.
The Anti-Fascist Council of the National Liberation of Yugoslavia (AVNOJ) met for the initial time in Bihac.
This would become the main political body of Yugoslav resistance.
The main deportation of Norway’s Jews to Poland took place.
ANTISEMITISM
WORLD WAR II
November 27, Friday: The sixth of 18 patriotic fanfares for brass and percussion commissioned by Eugene Goossens
and the Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra, A Fanfare for Paratroopers by Paul Creston, was performed for the
initial time, in Cincinnati.
As German forces attempted to take control of the 73 French vessels docked at Toulon, a few French officers
effected the scuttling of every ship.
WORLD WAR II

November 28, Saturday: Free French forces occupied Réunion.
The SS Nova Scoti, a passenger/cargo ship of 6,796 tons (Furness Withy & Co.) enroute from Aden to Durban,
South Africa, was sunk by Korvette-Kapitän Robert Gysae’s German U-boat U-177 south-west of Lourenco
Marques. It was conveying 800 Italian prisoners of war and their guards and more than 200 died. (U-177 would
be sunk on February 6, 1944 by depth-charges dropped from a US Liberator aircraft, 50 dying and 15
surviving.)
United States Cargo Ship Alchiba (AK-23) was damaged by submarine torpedo off Lunga Point, Guadalcanal,
Solomon Islands.
WORLD WAR II
November 27, Friday: The 6th of 18 patriotic fanfares for brass and percussion commissioned by Eugene Goossens
and the Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra, A Fanfare for Paratroopers by Paul Creston, was performed for the
initial time, in Cincinnati.
As German forces attempted to take control of the 73 French vessels docked at Toulon, a few French officers
effected the scuttling of every ship.
WORLD WAR II
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November 28, Saturday: At about 10:15PM a drapery in the downstairs lounge of the Cocoanut Grove nightclub in
Boston somehow caught on fire.
Free French forces occupied Réunion.
The SS Nova Scoti, a passenger/cargo ship of 6,796 tons (Furness Withy & Co.) enroute from Aden to Durban,
South Africa, was sunk by Korvette-Kapitän Robert Gysae’s German U-boat U-177 south-west of Lourenco
Marques. It was conveying 800 Italian prisoners of war and their guards and more than 200 died. (U-177 would
be sunk on February 6, 1944 by depth-charges dropped from a US Liberator aircraft, 50 dying and 15
surviving.)
United States Cargo Ship Alchiba (AK-23) was damaged by submarine torpedo off Lunga Point, Guadalcanal,
Solomon Islands.
WORLD WAR II

10:15PM ON NOVEMBER 28TH, 1942 WAS ONCE UPON A TIME THE
PRESENT MOMENT, A MOMENT THAT WAS ABOUT TO PRODUCE A
LARGE NUMBER OF TRAGIC DEATHS. THIS REALLY HAPPENED AND HAS
NOW RECEDED INTO THE PAST, AND YET: BETWEEN ANY TWO
MOMENTS ARE AN INFINITE NUMBER OF MOMENTS, AND BETWEEN
THESE OTHER MOMENTS LIKEWISE AN INFINITE NUMBER, THERE BEING
NO ATOMIC MOMENT JUST AS THERE IS NO ATOMIC POINT ALONG A
LINE. MOMENTS ARE THEREFORE FIGMENTS. THE PRESENT MOMENT IS
A MOMENT AND AS SUCH IS A FIGMENT, A FLIGHT OF THE IMAGINATION
TO WHICH NOTHING REAL CORRESPONDS. SINCE PAST MOMENTS HAVE
PASSED OUT OF EXISTENCE AND FUTURE MOMENTS HAVE YET TO
ARRIVE, WE NOTE THAT THE PRESENT MOMENT IS ALL THAT EVER
EXISTS — AND YET THE PRESENT MOMENT BEING A MOMENT IS A
FIGMENT TO WHICH NOTHING IN REALITY CORRESPONDS.

World War II

“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project
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November 30, Monday: The Imperial Japanese Navy destroyer IJN Takanami (Rear Admiral Tanaka) which helped
sink the USS Minneapolis was sunk by gunfire from cruiser and destroyer force (Read Admiral C.H. Wright)
off Tassafaronga Point, Guadalcanal, Solomon Islands, south of Savo Island. Her captain, Commander Ogura
Hasami and 211 members of the crew perished. There were 33 survivors who eventually reached Guadalcanal
in a lifeboat.
United States naval vessels damaged: Heavy cruiser Pensacola (CA-24), Northampton (CA-26), New Orleans
(CA-32), and Minneapolis (CA-36), by torpedoes from Japanese destroyers, off Tassafaronga, Guadalcanal,
Solomon Islands. Japanese naval vessel sunk: Destroyer Takanami, by surface craft, Tassafaronga,
Guadalcanal, Solomon Islands.
WORLD WAR II
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Late November-early December: Relief of the Marine forces on Guadalcanal began. The forces on the island came
under command of XIV Corps and the expansion of the perimeter at Lunga Point began. The XIV Corps
proved unable, however, to impede the evacuation of the Japanese end of the island.

WORLD WAR II

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

WORLD WAR II

WWII

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE
DECEMBER 1942
December: The 1st German internees arrived at the detention camp on the outskirts of Crystal City, Texas.

WORLD WAR II
December 1, Tuesday: Coffee and gasoline were put on the list of rationed items.

Fleet Air Wing 15 was commissioned at Norfolk, Virginia for service at Port Lyautey, French Morocco.
German forces in Tunisia counterattacked against invading Americans, British and French at Tebourba, west
of Tunis. This was repulsed with heavy casualties.
United States Heavy Cruiser Northampton (CA-26) sank in result of torpedo damage received during the
Battle of Tassafaronga (November 30th), at 9 degrees 12 minutes South, 159 degrees 50 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
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December 2, Wednesday: United States Naval Operating Base, and United States Naval Air Facility, Rio de Janeiro,
Brazil, were established.
3:25PM: Professor Enrico Fermi had set up an atomic reactor at Chicago’s Stagg Field, and began to
instigate its first nuclear chain reaction at 10AM by beginning to withdraw carbon rods from the mass.
It was at 3:25PM that the pile went critical.
ATOM BOMB
Konstantinos Ioannou Logothetopoulos replaced Georgios Tsolakoglou as Prime Minister of Greece under
German occupation.
At Stary Ciepielow the S.S. locked 13 Poles into a cottage and 10 others into a barn and burned them alive,
on suspicion of having harbored Jews.
The New York Times did something which was for it quite unique. After the US Department of State had
unofficially confirmed to leading rabbis that 2,000,000 Jews had already been exterminated and that 5,000,000
more were “in danger,” it devoted its lead OP-ED editorial in this issue, “The First to Suffer,” to the subject of
the ongoing extermination of the European Jews. The anonymous author of this editorial was careful, however,
to widen its appeal, by treating the Jews of Europe as if they were the canary in the mine, pointing up the fact
that although Jews were the first to bear the brunt of this Nazi eugenicide program, other groups, such as “our
own ‘mongrel’ nation” and even, were Führer Adolf Hitler to win the war, the people of Japan, would also be
at risk. This was a genre of reasoning with which even the most anti-Semitic reader of the newspaper could
sympathize!
ANTISEMITISM
Why was the New York Times not giving more publicity during World War II to the fact that in Europe,
Jews were being killed en masse in extermination centers? People at this paper certainly knew, knew very well.
Max Frankel has offered an explanation of sorts in the newspaper’s own pages. According to his account of
the matter, this had been a judgment call by the paper’s owners, that they really could not bring this information
more forcefully before their readership without losing significant readership — due to the endemic antiSemitic prejudice inherent in American culture:
[P]apers owned by Jewish families, like The Times, were plainly
afraid to have a society that was still widely anti-Semitic
misread their passionate opposition to Adolf Hitler as a mere
parochial cause. Even some leading Jewish groups hedged their
appeals for rescue lest they be accused of wanting to divert
wartime energies. At The Times, the reluctance to highlight the
systematic slaughter of Jews was also undoubtedly influenced by
the views of the publisher, Arthur Hays Sulzberger. He believed
strongly and publicly that Judaism was a religion, not a race
or nationality — that Jews should be separated only in the way
they worshiped. He thought they needed no state or political and
social institutions of their own. He went to great lengths to
avoid having The Times branded a “Jewish newspaper.” He resented
other publications for emphasizing the Jewishness of people in
the news. And it was his policy, on most questions, to steer The
Times toward the centrist values of America’s governmental and
intellectual elites. Because his editorial page, like the
American government and other leading media, refused to dwell
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on the Jews’ singular victimization, it was cool to all measures
that might have singled them out for rescue or even special
attention.
December 3, Thursday: Gayaneh, a ballet by Aram Khachaturian to a story by Derzhavin, was performed for the initial
time, in Molotov. The performers were members of the Kirov Ballet evacuated from Leningrad.
German forces took Djedeida and Teboura, west of Tunis.
Japanese destroyers, en route to the island of Guadalcanal in the Solomon Islands were attacked from
Henderson Field; one of the destroyers was damaged.
WORLD WAR II
December 4, Friday: In Warsaw, Zofia Kossak and Wanda Filipowicz led a group of Christian Poles in setting up a
Council for the Assistance of the Jews.
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt received a petition from 244 Congressmen supporting a Jewish homeland
in Palestine.
The President ordered the end of the Works Projects Administration by February 1st (this being no longer
necessary due to increased employment in armament production).
WORLD WAR II
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December 5, Saturday: A Ceremony of Carols op.28 for boys’ chorus and harp by Benjamin Britten to anonymous
medieval texts was performed for the initial time, in Norwich Castle.
United States Ocean Tug Grebe (ATO-134) grounded and sank south of the island of Fiji, at 19 degrees 49
minutes South, 178 degrees 13 minutes West.

WORLD WAR II
December 6, Sunday: American forces repulsed two Japanese reinforcement attempts at Guadalcanal.
Australian troops overran Gona on New Guinea (all the Japanese defenders died).
A German offensive broke through American troops in Tunisia.
The Ceramic, a troop transport that had been a White Star liner of 18,481 tons, and then a Shaw Savill liner,
had set out on November 23rd to carry troops from Liverpool to Australia. West of the Azores it was torpedoed
by Oberleutnant Werner Henke’s U-515. It sank very suddenly and 655 died.134
The U-boat had enough room to pick up one of the floaters, a Royal Engineer sapper who, lucky guy, would
get to survive the war in a POW camp. (It would be many months before the Admiralty would find out what
had happened to the Ceramic as there had not been time to send a distress signal. U515 would be sunk on April
9th, 1944 in mid-Atlantic by aircraft from the escort carrier USS Guadalcanal and from depth charges from
the escort destroyers Pope, Pillsbury, Chatelain, and Flaherty. 16 of the crew would die and 43 survive.
As a POW, Oberleutnant Henke would kill himself.)
WORLD WAR II
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December 7, Monday: Japanese destroyers, carrying reinforcements to Guadalcanal, Solomon Islands, were attacked
by aircraft from Henderson Field, Guadalcanal; two destroyers were damaged.
WORLD WAR II

December 8, Tuesday: Roger Désormière conducted the Orchestre Pierné in Paris in the first recording of any music
by Olivier Messiaen.
German forces occupied Bizerte, Tunisia, capturing 16 French warships.
Motor torpedo boats attacked and turned back Japanese destroyers attempting to reinforce Guadalcanal,
Solomon Islands.
WORLD WAR II

December 9, Wednesday: Huit hommes dans un château, a film with music by Arthur Honegger, was shown for the
initial time, in Paris.
The 20th anniversary of the League of Composers was celebrated in Town Hall, New York with several first
performances, including String Quartet no.11 by Darius Milhaud, Quintet for flute and strings by Walter
Piston, Danzón cubano for two pianos by Aaron Copland, performed by the composer and Leonard Bernstein,
and Madrigal-Sonata for flute, violin and piano by Bohuslav Martinu.
Aircraft from Henderson Field, Guadalcanal, begin what become virtually daily attacks on Japanese
installations at Munda Point, New Georgia, Solomon Islands. Major General Alexander A. Vandegrift, USMC,
was relieved by Major General A.M. Patch, USA, as commander of Marines and Army troops, Guadalcanal
area, Solomon Islands. Japanese Submarine I-3 was sunk by PY-59 off Cape Esperance, Guadalcanal,
Solomon Islands.
WORLD WAR II

134. At a first order of approximation there seems to be a remarkable similarity between fighting at sea and feeding fish.
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Major General Alexander A. Vandegrift, Commanding General of the 1st Marine Division, was relieved by
Major General A.M. Patch, Commanding General of the Americal Division, as commanding general of the
operation on the island of Guadalcanal. The 1st Marine Division made preparations to retire from the combat
zone to rehabilitate and retrain.

WORLD WAR II
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December 10, Thursday: Night Shift, a film with music by Marc Blitzstein, was released in the United States.
German submarine U-611 was sunk by naval land-based aircraft (VP-84) in the North Atlantic, at 58 degrees
9 minutes North, 22 degrees 44 minutes West.
WORLD WAR II
December 11, Friday: The 7th of 18 patriotic fanfares for brass and percussion commissioned by Eugene Goossens and
the Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra, Fanfare de la liberté by Darius Milhaud, was performed for the initial
time, in Cincinnati.
I Wonder as I Wander for orchestra by Ernst Krenek was performed for the initial time, in Minneapolis.
German forces in the Caucasus withdrew north to a line Mozdok-Elitsa.
Japanese destroyers were attacked north of New Georgia, Solomon Islands, by naval aircraft from Henderson
Field, Guadalcanal.
WORLD WAR II

December 12, Saturday: Erich von Manstein and the 4th Panzer Army began an attempt to relieve the German 6th
Army by breaking through the Soviet encirclement of Stalingrad, at Kotelnikovo southwest of the city.
United States Patrol Torpedo Boat PT-44 was sunk by naval gunfire in the vicinity of Guadalcanal, Solomon
Islands, at 9 degrees 10 minutes South, 159 degrees 45 minutes East. Japanese Destroyer Terutsuki was sunk
by US motor torpedo boats off Cape Esperance, Guadalcanal.
WORLD WAR II
December 13, Sunday: Allied troops took Mersa Brega (Marsa al Burayqah), Libya. Field Marshall Rommel
withdrew his German soldiers from El Agheila.
WORLD WAR II
December 14, Monday: An agreement signed in London by Foreign Minister Anthony Eden and Charles de Gaulle
turned Madagascar over to a Free French administration.
Fleet Air Command, Noumea, New Caledonia (Rear Admiral M.A. Mitscher), was established.
The submarine Sunfish (SS-281) laid mines in the entrance to Iseno Umi, Japan.
President Felix Morley of Philadelphia’s Haverford College was quoted in TIME Magazine as admitting
frankly that his Quaker college’s having agreed to become part of the Army’s nationwide chain of “little West
Points,” to train young men for commissions as meteorologists in the Army Air Force, had “strained its Quaker
traditions of absolute pacifism.”
WORLD WAR II
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
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December 15, Tuesday: German submarine U-626 was sunk by Coast Guard cutter Ingham (PC-35) in the North
Atlantic, at 56 degrees 46 minutes North, 27 degrees 12 minutes West.

From this day until the 19th, the trial of the teacher of American Literary History at the University of Berlin,
Mildred Elizabeth Fish-Harnack, suspected of having been involved with some members of the “The Red
Orchestra” spy ring, was being conducted. She would be convicted and sentenced to six years for “helping to
prepare high treason and espionage.” Adolf Hitler, not considering imprisonment to be an adequate response,
would insist upon a reconsideration.
WORLD WAR II
December 16, day: Seven Choruses from the Medea of Euripedes (translated by Cullen) by Virgil Thomson was
performed for the initial time, in the Hotel Plaza Ballroom, New York.
The Soviets defeated Italian troops along the River Don, northwest of Stalingrad (the Italian 8th Army and the
Romanian 3d Army ceased to exist).
The HMS Firedrake, a destroyer of 1,410 tons that had been launched in June 1934 at the Vickers-Armstrong
Shipyard on the Tyne, was sunk by a torpedo from German U-boat U-211 in the North Atlantic about 400
nautical miles west of Mizen Head, Ireland (Commander Tilden, 6 other officers, and 144 ratings died).
S.S. Commander Heinrich Himmler ordered that all Romani, even those of mixed blood, be sent to Auschwitz.
Japanese Submarine I-15 was sunk by naval land-based aircraft (VS-55) in the Solomon Islands, at 9 degrees
10 minutes South, 159 degrees 30 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

WORLD WAR II

WWII

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE
December 17, Thursday: British Foreign Secretary Anthony Eden informed the British House of Commons of mass
executions of Jews by the Nazis. The British House of Commons rose to its feet in honor of all the Jews being
killed by the Nazis. US federal officials declared that after the Jews were dead, the crime would not go
unavenged.135
ANTISEMITISM
The Volga River finally froze over, allowing the resupply of Red Army troops in Stalingrad.
The submarines Drum (SS-228) and Sunfish (SS-281) laid mines in Japanese home waters.
A US Coast Guard Converted Trawler Natsek (PG-170) foundered in Belle Isle Strait, Newfoundland.
WORLD WAR II

135. We weren’t willing to waste any bombs in order to interfere with the machinery of death at Auschwitz –the gas chambers and
crematoria, and the rail facilities that were bringing the people in by the trainload– because we must have been already aiming at
what we must have been considering the best of all possible neat-o worlds: a world in which these bothersome European Jews would
all be dead without it being in any way our fault and one in which it would be seemly for us to punish all surviving Germans for
having been naughty naughty.
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US Army forces began attacks against the Japanese in the Mount Austen area of the island of Guadalcanal.

On the cover of one of our magazines, the Jap bat was bombing America:

December 18, Friday: The eighth of 18 patriotic fanfares for brass and percussion commissioned by Eugene Goossens
and the Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra, A Fanfare for American Heroes by William Grant Still, was
performed for the initial time, in Cincinnati.
Japanese forces captured Aitape and Wewak in Northeast New Guinea.
Japanese Light Cruiser Tenryu was sunk by US submarine Albacore (SS-218) in the Bismarck Sea, at 5 degrees
11 minutes South, 145 degrees 57 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
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December 19, Saturday: A German relief force to Stalingrad was halted near the Myshkova River.
Japanese planes bombed Calcutta for the initial time.
The Inter-Allied Information Committee reported in London and New York that up to 5,000,000 Jews faced
death in occupied Europe. They termed Poland “one vast center for murdering Jews.”
WORLD WAR II
ANTISEMITISM

December 20, Sunday: Submarine Trigger (SS-237) lays mines in Japanese home waters.
Japanese air raids on Calcutta.
United States Gunboat Tulsa (PG-22) was damaged by grounding in the eastern New Guinea area, 10 degrees
15 S, 149 degrees 27 minutes East.
Japanese Submarine I-4 was sunk by US Submarine Seadragon (SS-194) in the vicinity of New Britain, at 5
degrees 2 minutes South, 152 degrees 33 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
December 21, Monday: Führer Adolf Hitler refused to accept the mere imprisonment of the teacher of American
Literary History at the University of Berlin, Mildred Fish Harnack, for a high crime such as “helping to prepare
high treason and espionage.”
WORLD WAR II
December 22, Tuesday: Soviet troops captured Morozovsk, west of Stalingrad.
In Krakow, six members of the Jewish Fighting Organization blew up two cafes frequented by members of the
S.S. and Gestapo. At least 20 and perhaps 50 people were killed. The leader, Adolf Liebesiand, who died in
the attack, was reported to have said, “We were fighting for three lines in the history books.”
ANTISEMITISM
Japanese Patrol Boat #35 was sunk by US Submarine Greenling (SS-213) in the vicinity of the Solomon
Islands, at 5 degrees 5 minutes South, 156 degrees 4 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
December 23, Wednesday: German relief forces came within 50 kilometers of the Sixth Army besieged in Stalingrad.
WORLD WAR II
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December 24, Thursday: Admiral Jean François Darlan, commander-in-chief of French forces in North Africa, was
murdered in Algiers by Donnier de la Chapelle, a radical royalist.
The Germans successfully launched a flying bomb from Peenemünde.
Germans entered Bialowieza, Poland and murdered 300 Poles as a reprisal for partisan activity.
Japanese troop-laden barges were attacked heavily by aircraft from Henderson Field, Guadalcanal, Solomon
Islands.
United States Transports Florence Nightingale (AP-70) and Thurston (AP-77) collided and went under on the
North African coast, at 34 degrees 41 minutes North, 7 degrees 25 minutes West.
WORLD WAR II

December 25, Friday: Allied forces occupied Sirte (Surt), Libya.
WORLD WAR II
December 26, Saturday: Convicted in a court-martial of murdering Admiral Darlan, 20-year-old Bonnier de la
Chapelle was executed by a French firing squad.
Japanese transports at Wickham Anchorage, New Georgia, Solomon Islands were attacked by US naval
aircraft (the strike would be repeated on December 29th).
WORLD WAR II
December 27, Sunday: Piano Suite in Three Movements by Roy Harris was performed for the initial time, at the
Museum of Modern Art, New York.
An American attack on Mt. Austen on the island of Guadalcanal failed.
The Japanese opened the 1st internment camp for Dutch women, at Ambarawa.
WORLD WAR II
December 28, Monday: An Indian attack on Rathedaung, north of Akyab, Burma (Sittwe, Myanmar) was thrown back
by the Japanese.
Governor Culbert Olson of California pardoned Henry Cowell, who was currently out on parole, so that he
might continue his war work as part of efforts to create greater cultural ties between the United States and Latin
American countries in order to counter German efforts to separate them.
WORLD WAR II
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December 29, Tuesday: The Red Army retook Kotelnikovo, southwest of Stalingrad, in a general advance along the
front.
Germans marched 69 villagers into the schoolhouse in Bialowola, Poland and shot them.
A Vichy administration in French Somaliland was replaced with one loyal to Free France.
United States High Speed Minesweeper Wasmuth (DMS-15) was destroyed when 2 of her own depth charges
exploded during a gale in the vicinity of the Aleutian Islands.
WORLD WAR II
December 30, Wednesday: Soviet troops captured Remontnoye northwest of Elista.
The submarine Searaven (SS-196) landed agents on the south coast of Ceram Island in the Netherlands East
Indies.
WORLD WAR II
December 31, Thursday: Carrier Essex (CV-9) was commissioned at Portsmouth, Virginia.
The Royal Air Force raided Düsseldorf using their new radio beam device which allowed bombs to be dropped
on a target even when it was not visible from the air.
Battle of the Barents Sea, between German and British ships.
The HMS Bramble, a Royal Navy minesweeper of 850 tons, sank as it escorted a convoy to Russia
(Commander H.J.Rust, 7 other officers, and 113 ratings died).
At 9:30AM the HMS Achates, part of a destroyer force escorting convoy JW 51B bound for northern Russia,
was attacked off Bear Island in the Barents Sea by the German warships Hipper and Lutzov. After being hit
forward by 8-inch shells and taking a direct hit to the bridge which killed her captain, Lieutenant Commander
Tyndale Johns, and several others, the vessel lost steam and slowed down. After several more salvos in the
span of three minutes the Achates rolled over and went under, trapping 7 officers and 106 ratings (the trawler
“Northern Gem” would be able to recover 80 floaters).
WORLD WAR II
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End of the year: Untersturmführer Dr. Josef Mengele was reposted to the Race and Resettlement Office, this time in
its headquarters in Berlin appointed to Haupsturmführer (captain).
WORLD WAR II
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1943
Dr. Kenneth Walter Cameron briefly held a teaching position at Temple University (during World War II he
would teach English in the US Army Specialized Training Program).
Philip Van Doren Stern came to function as general manager of Armed Services Editions, a Pocket Books firm
that made paperbacks available to the uniformed services under the rubrics “This is the Complete Book–Not
a Digest” (of the 1,227 editions only 79 were shortened) and “Books are weapons in the war of ideas.” All
books nominated were subject to the prior veto either of the Army library office under Trautman or the Navy
library office under Miss DuBois. Seriously misinformed, Michigan Representative George Anthony
Dondero, ranking Republican member of the House Committee on Education and an ally of Republican
Senator Joseph McCarthy as well as a great admirer of Republican President Abraham Lincoln, would attack
these books as “Communist propaganda.”
Volume #880 was Thoreau’s WALDEN and had not been abridged (by way of contrast, Melville’s MOBY-DICK
was Volume G-209 and had been abridged).
TIMELINE OF WALDEN
WORLD WAR II
The Milton Bradley Company’s board game “Chutes and Ladders.”136
One of the difficulties of playing war as a board game is that there are certain realities that cannot be
incorporated into a commercially popular game. For instance, according to Mark T. Calhoun’s GENERAL
LESLIE J. MCNAIR: UNSUNG ARCHITECT OF THE US ARMY (Lawrence: U of Kansas P, 2015), it was commonly
believed in the period of World War II that the leaders of the US Armed Forces executed an organizational
miracle in quickly creating competent armies that were able to win a series of victories from North Africa to
the heart of Germany, while the American people tightened their collective belt so US and Russian forces
together could overwhelm the German military with vastly superior numbers of ... well, everything! The truth
of the matter, however, is that in the course of this struggle it was the Russians and the Russians alone who did
the preponderance of the killing and dying, leaving an exhausted Wehrmacht to be mopped up by the relatively
incapable and ill-prepared soldiers of the other Allied participants. The “bravest generation” was largely made
up of Russians, Germans, and Japanese. How do you adequately represent a fact like that in a board game that
is going to be a commercially successful product in America?
For that matter, how would a board game like this deal with the wartime existence of the Holocaust? It takes
wartime conditions of oppositionalism, with each side considering that the other side must be destroyed, to
create the sort of milieu that renders such projects as the extermination of the Jews into a “doable project.”
Absent such wartime conditions of oppositionalism, absent a situation in which each side has come to consider
that the other side must be destroyed, such a project as the extermination of the Jews would not have been
possible — because such a project would have been considered by many ordinary Germans to be unspeakably
cruel and unconscionable, to be out of bounds. Moral qualms would have been effective. The moral
sensibilities of these ordinary Germans needed 1st to be rendered unavailable — rendered unavailable through
136. Notice that the Milton Bradley board game “Axis and Allies” does not date to this World War II period but is, instead, of
considerably later creation. The reason for the delay was that while the struggle was going on it would have been personally very
dangerous for an American player in this game to have represented the side of the Axis powers.
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a fear that any suspicion of the holding of such sentiments by any ordinary German would lead directly and
inevitably to his or her wartime execution, as indeed happened to the “White Rose” university activists who
were beheaded. The killing of the Jews could only have occurred in a mental climate in which the public had
been rendered too terrified for any naysaying.
What that means is that the Allies, in cooperating with the Axis in the perpetration of World War II, made
themselves enablers of the Holocaust. The Nazis made the Holocaust, to be sure — but it was the Allies who
enabled the Nazis to make this Holocaust. Had we refused to engage in this worldwide dance of death with
them, they could never have transacted the Holocaust.
It is inconsistent to be in favor of our participation in the fighting in World War II and yet opposed to the
Holocaust. These two came to us as a single construct, intrinsically linked by soul ties. The sole manner in
which we could have prevented the Holocaust would have been for us to have, through effective pacifism,
prevented the outbreak of such a global conflict. The problem is not that we failed to prevent the Holocaust
but that we failed to prevent the war.
ANTISEMITISM
If you now retrospect and opinion that “Oh, this is a special exception to which pacifism cannot apply: I simply
must go to go to war against Hitler because he is the guy who is going to do the Holocaust” — you’ve already
given away the store, you idiot, and might as well face up to your responsibility as an enabler of the Holocaust.
George Smith Patton, Jr. would be given command of II Corps following its disastrous defeat at Kasserine
Pass. He would rejuvenate II Corps and lead us to victories at Gafsa and El Guettar. He would be promoted to
a temporary battlefield rank of Lieutenant General. He would be given the command of Seventh Army and
with it would invade Sicily, capturing Palermo and then beating the British general Montgomery to Messina.
His triumph in Sicily would then be spoiled by the revelation that he had been slapping wounded soldiers, but
only for their own good.

God of Battles
From pride and foolish confidence
From every weakening creed
From the dread fear of fearing
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Protect us, Lord, and lead.
Great God, who through the ages
Hast braced the bloodstained hand,
As Saturn, Jove or Woden
Hast led our warrior band.
Again we seek Thy counsel,
But not in cringing guise.
We whine not for Thy mercy -To slay: God make us wise.
For slaves who shun the issue
We do not ask Thy aid.
To Thee we trust our spirits,
Our bodies unafraid.
From doubt and fearsome ‘boding
Still Thou our spirits guard,
Make strong our souls to conquer,
Give us the victory, Lord.

WORLD WAR II
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In this year LIFE Magazine, on behalf of The Magazine Publishers of America, published a obscene sketch by
John Philip Falter equating the sacrifice of Jesus Christ the Prince of Peace on the cross with the sacrifice of
an American warrior dying in battle with barbed wire circling his forehead like a Crown of Thorns or perhaps
a holy halo, with his gun suggestively across his crotch, atop a hill on which there is a cross all entangled in
barbed wire:

(If General George Smith Patton, Jr. had seen this obscene illustration, would it be too much to suggest, that
perhaps he might even –oh, dare I suggest this– have been able to employ it as a masturbation aid? BY HIS
DEEDS ... MEASURE YOURS)137

137. Please pardon me. Looking at this obscene depiction of the holiness of death has deprived me temporarily of my senses.
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New York Mayor Fiorello La Guardia asked President Franklin Delano Roosevelt to commission him as a
Brigadier General.
Simone Weil obtained work as a writer with the Free French organization in London. Her reports for them
would include THE NEED FOR ROOTS.

Her war columns full of difficult thoughts were not crowd-pleasers. For one thing, they were far too pacific.
For crowd-pleasing war reportage that is not pacific and is not full of difficult thoughts you will need to consult
the newslines by New York Times military analyst Hanson Baldwin — who would be awarded the Pulitzer
Prize for his glorious reporting of the glorious campaign in the Pacific.
You were expecting maybe the opposite of this? Get real.
WORLD WAR II
A Home Office circular warned the British public that they should ensure their white women were not, in the
absence of white fathers and white husbands in the war, in their loneliness or out of a “peculiar” sexual
fascination, allowing themselves to be “debauched” by the American black GIs:
Some British women appear to find a peculiar fascination in
association with men of colour. The morale of British troops is
likely to be upset by rumours that their wives and daughters are
being debauched by coloured American troops.
WORLD WAR II
To ease our labor shortage, German POWs were being sent to logging camps around Deer River, west of Grand
Rapids, Michigan. Our labor unions complained unsympathetically that these war prisoners were depriving
patriotic Americans of jobs.
WORLD WAR II
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In France, Josephine Baker was smuggling secret Resistance messages, written on her music sheets. For this,
eventually, she would receive the Medal of the Resistance with Rosette and be designated a Chevalier of the
Legion of Honor.

(Josephine appears here without
her Medal of the Resistance
with Rosette)
WORLD WAR II
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The University of Chicago was given a US Army contract to study the effects of 2,4-D and 2,4,5-T on cereal
grains (including rice) and broadleaf crops. These studies would establish the effectiveness of using aerial
applications of herbicides as a weapon of total war against civilian populations, to destroy the enemy’s crops
and thus cause the starvation of their civilians. (Hey, no more Mr. Nice Guy, total war is total war.)
SECRET MEDICAL EXPERIMENTS

In response to Japan’s full-scale germ warfare program, the U.S. began research on biological weapons at Fort
Detrick, Maryland. (It would never have occurred to us to get involved in such a thing, of course, had they not
been planning to do it to us.)
During this timeframe the USA was weaponizing anthrax, tularemia, Q fever, Venezuelan equine encephalitis,
botulinum, and staphylococcal enterotoxin B. We were busy busy busy. Because of the short shelflife of such
weapons we had stockpiled two and a half million biological bomb casings, empty, available to be filled with
the ultimate filth upon our decision. At Vigo near Terre Haute, local officials of the Indiana Ku Klux Klan, on
war contract with the US government, began a production facility for the filling of these “N-bombs,” as they
were called, to be sent to England because Winston Churchill wanted to drop them on a list of German cities
(germ=German, get it?), making the entire areas of these cities and the surrounding countryside unavailable
for human use for centuries into the future.138
GERM WARFARE

138. “N” was the military code for the Bacillus anthracis. The plant would be completed in May 1944 on 6,100 acres in Vigo, near
Terre Haute, would contain a dozen 20,000-gallon fermentation tanks, and would become contaminated not with Bacillus anthracis
but with Bacillus globigii (now considered a strain of Bacillus atrophaeus). Although Churchill would order 500,000 4-pound
anthrax bombs during the summer of 1944, the plant would not be able to deliver (the Ku Kluxers of Indiana were chock full of faith
and devotion, and they were of course corn-fed prime American stuff, but not many of them were what you’d want to call smart),
and after the war the Vigo Ordinance Plant of the Chemical Warfare Service would be sold to a pharmaceutical firm. It’s OK for
you to ask me how I know all this. Or, for the general picture, you can take a look at Barton J. Bernstein’s “Churchill’s secret
biological weapons” in the Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists, January-February 1987, page 46-50, based on the partial information
that is on the public record as of this point.
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In a series of war posters, Norman Rockwell illustrated the freedoms of which President Franklin Delano
Roosevelt had spoken in his message of January 6, 1941139 — in defense of which we were having the KKK
begin to manufacture these anthrax distribution devices:

WORLD WAR II

139. “We look forward to a world founded upon four essential human freedoms. The first is freedom of speech and expression —
everywhere in the world. The second is freedom of every person to worship God in his own way — everywhere in the world.
The third is freedom from want ... everywhere in the world. The fourth is freedom from fear ... anywhere in the world.”
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Freeman J. Dyson, weapons developer, went into the operational research section of the Royal Air Force
Bomber Command. (Meanwhile his future wife, then a child in Germany, huddled in bomb shelters!)

WORLD WAR II
During World War II, James Playsted Wood would be serving in the offices of the Chief of Staff of the US
Army Air Force, eventually reaching the rank of major and receiving an Army commendation medal (while
in Washington DC he would get married with Elizabeth Craig, a teacher of French, Latin, and Greek).
During the 2d World War, the US Army positioned its Harbor Entrance Command Post next to the main
shipping channel entering the inner harbor, at the tip of Deer Island, and named this facility Fort Dawes.
The US Navy operated a radar and signal station there. A US Maritime Training School in radio, and a
hospital, occupied Gallops Island, and the foundations of these can still be seen. Edward Rowe Snow would
report that the cafeteria at this school offered the “most delightful chocolate frappes for only a dime.”
WORLD WAR II
During the first year and a half of war, Fred Bohm, who had been keeper of the Spectacle Island Range Lights,
would function as the keeper of the Deer Island Light. He would be keeping a sharp eye out for dark shadows
of submerged German submarines.
What was this new thingie, “RADAR”? Robinson Jeffers would classify it not as new science but as a “new
cunning”:

Staggering Back toward Life140
Radar and rocket-plane, the applications of chemistry, the tricks of physics:
new cunning rather
Than new science: but they work. The time is in fact
A fever-crisis; the fag-end of nominal peace between these wars, and the so-called
peace to follow them,
Are, with the wars, one fever; the world one hospital;
The semi-delirious patient his brain breeds dreams like flies, but they are giants.
And they work. The question is
How much of all this amazing lumber the pale convalescent
Staggering back toward life will be able to carry up the steep gorges
that thrid the cliffs of the future?
140. This poem was entirely suppressed by the publisher, Random House, even after the war was over.
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I hope, not much. We need a new dark-age, five hundred years of winter
and the tombs for dwellings — but it’s remote still.
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The heavy artillery at Fort Strong on Long Island being obsolete, the facility was used as a mine operations
center.

Between Gallops and Lovells Island a tunnel was dug beneath the sea and packed with low-grade industrial
explosives. Our plan was that if an enemy ship, say a submarine, attempted to pass above this petard, the

massive bulk of explosives would be detonated, perhaps even literally blowing said ship out of the water.141
For awhile there was tension at the harbor mine control station on Georges Island while a German U-boat
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141. You can sleep soundly tonight. Your military is thinking up interesting new ways to do mayhem and to fabricate chocolate
frappes.
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lurked off Boston Harbor, but das Untersee Boot failed to make any approach.

Fort Andrews, in the heavily wooded area between the two drumlins of the East Head of Peddocks Island,
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was in service during this period as a POW camp detaining over 1,000 Italians.

Friend John R. Kellam worked at the Friends’ Committee on National Legislation for the first year of its
existence. At the time there were four staff members at the FCNL, including one part-time volunteer.142
There was a young Friend in the Washington DC Friends’ Meeting
at Florida Avenue named Milan Lambertson. I think he came from
Kansas. He had registered as a conscientious objector and he
hadn’t known anybody who was, so I knew how that was! I went
about three years alone after deciding how I felt about war and
to keep out of it. At least at first I was just keeping out of
the shooting end of it. Later on I became more thorough about
it. But he had come to the same general feeling that he just
couldn’t help in the killing and destruction of war. The trouble
was that his father was Congressman Lambertson of that state and
when his father learned about it, he was personally affronted
by any son of his who took such a draft dodging stand. He looked
at his son almost violently saying that, if his son persisted
in this, a congressman couldn’t run for dog catcher back home
with any chance of winning. Milan was plucky enough, so I believe
that he did tell his father that the whole family had been less
happy since his father had gone into politics than they ever
were before that. Life had changed since the move to Washington
particularly in ways that weren’t good for the whole family. So
he, Milan, wouldn’t be too sorry if his father couldn’t be
elected dog catcher anywhere! Well, Milan came under a lot of
pressure and he swerved from his determination just enough so
that with his father influencing he got his draft board to assign
him to 1AO, which means you are in the army but as an objector
to the combat. He was going to be a noncombatant. So he got sent
into a medical infirmary in the army down in Florida or it may
have been Georgia. He, being new, was put on the night shift.
In charge of the infirmary he had to pass out medications as
authorized even though he wasn’t a pharmacist. One night, he
142. From my many conversations with Friend John, I am confident that he has never harbored any suspicion whatever, that the
savagery with which he was treated by the draft system on account of his conscientious objection in being held in a maximum
security prison incommunicado until considerably after the end of the war, was in any way connected with the fact that he was
working during wartime, in Washington, for the FCNL, and publishing his Quaker witness against participation in war. (I offer this
observation because I myself am not so unsuspicious as he.)
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wrote to me occasionally in the army, he had been whiling away
the time in the infirmary when everything was quiet learning how
to use the typewriter. He typed out various things like “Now is
the time for all good men to come to the aid of their party.”
He found himself typing this phrase: “Yours are the hands that
heal the hands that go out to kill another man.” He was helping
the army to get people back into combat. It embarrassed him and
disgusted him. Seeing this on the typewriter paper showed him
that he had gone too far. He shouldn’t have allowed himself to
be sent into the army even for noncombatant duty. Knowing that
story from him in the letter had a strengthening effect. I was
very glad he wrote that.
He spent his whole life in the ministry after he was out of the
army. He had first one church and then another. He was assigned
to be a pastor in many churches. He had a family and he was
adequately supported. Not too many people in his congregations
differed with him to the point where it ever became much of an
issue anymore, so I was glad for that.
WORLD WAR II
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The worship group of Quakers that had been meeting monthly in the Social Room at the Duke University
Divinity School in North Carolina would during this year become the Durham independent monthly meeting,
organized as an independent monthly meeting under the sponsorship of the Friends Fellowship Council.

Clerks of Meeting
1943-1947 Edward K. Kraybill
1947-1948 William Van Hoy, Jr.
1949-1949 John de J. Pemberton, Jr.
1950-1951 Harry R. Stevens
1951-1952 John A. Barlow
1952-1957 Susan Gower Smith
1957-1960 Frances C. Jeffers
1960-1961 Cyrus M. Johnson
1961-1965 Peter H. Klopfer
1965-1967 Rebecca W. Fillmore
1967-1968 David Tillerson Smith
1968-1970 Ernest Albert Hartley
1970-1971 John Hunter
1971-1972 John Gamble
1972-1974 Lyle B. Snider (2 terms)
1974-1975 Helen Gardella
1976-1978 Cheryl F. Junk
1978-1980 Alice S. Keighton
1980-1982 John B. Hunter
1982-1984 Edward M. Arnett
1984-1986 Calhoun D. Geiger
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1986-1988

John P. Stratton

1988-1990 J. Robert Passmore
1990-1992 Karen Cole Stewart
1992-1995 Kathleen Davidson March
1995-1998 Nikki Vangsnes
1998-2000 Co-clerks J. Robert Passmore
& Karen Cole Stewart
2000-2002 Amy Brannock
2002-2002 Jamie Hysjulien (Acting)
2002-2005 William Thomas O’Connor
2005-2007 Terry Graedon
2007-2009 Anne Akwari
2009-2012 Joe Graedon
2012-2013 Marguerite Dingman
2013-2016 Co-clerks Cathy Bridge &
David Bridge
2016-

Toby Berla
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Dr. David Tillerson Smith again was president of the North Carolina Tuberculosis Association.
Despite being a “birthright” Quaker and therefore, at least hypothetically, subject to the Peace Testimony of
the Religious Society of Friends, Richard Milhous Nixon served as a reserve officer on active duty with the
US Navy, building jungle airstrips in the South Pacific (his primary wartime activity seems, in retrospect,
to have been playing poker, at which he must have been quite good since he would accumulate a significant
“war chest” toward his subsequent California political aspirations).

Lew Ayres, the Hollywood actor who had in 1930 appeared in “All Quiet on the Western Front” (and at the
end took a sniper bullet through his helmet, upon which butterflies alighted), registered as a conscientious
objector. He was instantly fired by L.B. Mayer of MGM and wound up in a WWII labor camp. From there he
would enter the Army as a noncombatant and serve more than three years in the medical corps — for repeated
rescue of wounded soldiers he would receive 3 battle stars for courage under fire.
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Early in the year: John R. Kellam became a Quaker.

At that point, there were only a few young American Quakers who were willing to hold with the Peace
Testimony. In fact, for every one Quaker youth who was declaring himself to be a conscientious objector to
war, there were nine other Quaker youths who were putting on one or another US military uniform! (Which is
to say that in consideration of percentages, during the World War II period 89-91% of all eligible American
Quaker males of draft age would be going into the US Armed Forces.)
I started meeting at Florida Avenue in the District of Columbia,
in September 1941, three months before Pearl Harbor. I was on
my way to one of the Young Friends’ meetings Sunday evening at
about seven o’clock when the news of Pearl Harbor came over my
car radio. Only a few others arriving there had heard it.

Who would have thought
they’d sneak up on us?
–But what did it actually mean, in such a year as 1943, to be a Quaker and fully to live up to the obligations
which that imposed? To provide you with some background on that sort of question, here is a statement that
would be issued during that year, with London under heavy attack, by the London Yearly Meeting of the
Religious Society of Friends:
All thoughtful men and women are torn at heart by the present
situation. The savage momentum of war drags us all in its wake.
We desire a righteous peace. Yet to attain peace it is claimed
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that, as Chungking, Rotterdam and Coventry were devastated, so
the Eder and Moehne dams must needs be destroyed and whole
districts of Hamburg obliterated. The people of Milan and Turin
demonstrate for peace but the bombing continues. War is
hardening our hearts. To preserve our sanity, we become
apathetic. In such an atmosphere no true peace can be framed;
yet before us we see months of increasing terror. Can those who
pay heed to moral laws, can those who follow Christ submit to
the plea that the only way is that demanded by military
necessity?
True peace involves freedom from tyranny and a generous
tolerance; conditions that are denied over a large part of
Europe and are not fulfilled in other parts of the world. But
true peace cannot be dictated, it can only be built in cooperation between all peoples. None of us, no nation, no
citizen, is free from some responsibility for this situation
with its conflicting difficulties.
To the world in its confusion Christ came. Through him we know
that God dwells with men and that by turning from evil and living
in his spirit we may be led into his way of peace. That way of
peace is not to be found in any policy of “unconditional
surrender” by whomsoever demanded. It requires that men and
nations should recognise their common brotherhood, using the
weapons of integrity, reason, patience and love, never
acquiescing in the ways of the oppressor, always ready to suffer
with the oppressed. In every country there is a longing for
freedom from domination and war which men are striving to
express.

War Elegy XI
(The Internment, Waldport, Oregon; January, 1943)
by William Everson
To sunder the rock that is our day,
In the weak light
Under high fractured cliffs,
We turn with our hands the raw granite;
We break it with iron.
Under that edge it suffers reduction.
Harsh, dense and resistant,
The obdurate portions
Flaw and divide.
We wait suspended in time
Locked out of our lives we abide, we endure
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Our temporal grievance diminished and slight
In the total awareness of what obtains,
Outside, in the bone-broken world.
Confronting encroachment the mind toughens and grows.
From this exigency both purpose and faith achieve coherence:
Such is our gain.
We perceive our place in the terrible pattern,
And temper with pity the fierce gall,
Hearing the sadness,
The loss and the utter desolation,
Howl at the heart of the world.
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JANUARY 1943
December 31,1942/January 1, night: The 2,455-ton HMS Fidelity –formerly the French merchant ship Le Rhin but
requisitioned by the Admiralty and converted to a SSV (Special Service Vessel) and renamed, armed with 4inch guns, torpedoes, and depth charges, carrying also two seaplanes, a motor torpedo boat and two small
landing craft– believed by some of the crew to be totally unseaworthy, was able to carry out operations of an
extremely hazardous nature such as the landing of secret agents on enemy territory. Due to the secrecy
surrounding such a ship, the 334-man crew had to be made up of volunteers, with the non-British members of
the crew sailing under assumed names and with the French and other foreign members of the crew members
taking specially anglicized names. Its captain, Claude Peri, had once been a French spy, had assumed the name
Jacques Langlais, and (to the amazement of the crew) brought aboard with him a mistress, WRNS officer
Madeleine Barclay. After special secret operations in the Mediterranean the Fidelity had been assigned to the
Far East Fleet and had sailed from Portsmouth with convoy ONS-154. In the area of the Azores this 45-vessel
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convoy had been engaged by U-boats and 14 ships had gone down with 185 deaths.

On this night the Fidelity, having fallen behind due to an engine problem, was torpedoed by U-boat U435.
It took to the bottom with it almost all its crew, plus 51 Royal Marine Commandos), plus the mistress, plus
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about 50 survivors rescued earlier from a sinking vessel. Only 10 would live but, you’ll have to admit, it makes
a marvelous story.143
WORLD WAR II

January 1, Friday: Soviet troops took Velikiye Luki, south of Leningrad, after vicious street fighting. The Soviets also
captured Elista, near the Caspian Sea.
Submarine Nautilus (SS-168) evacuated 29 civilians from Teop Island, Solomon Islands.
United States Salvage Vessel Rescuer (ARS-18) was grounded and sank in the vicinity of the Aleutian Islands.
WORLD WAR II

143. My cold-blooded intent here is to characterize the period of our 2d world war as what it was. It was a convulsion of helplessness
beyond anything humankind had to that point experienced. I will attempt to forego sympathy and access the affect of helpless people
on the various sinking ships at sea –torpedoed or whatever, waiting for their collective fate to engulf them– merely to assist in
depicting the general helplessness of such a spasm.
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January 2, Saturday: William Walton’s Spitfire Prelude and Fugue for orchestra was performed for the initial time, in
Liverpool Philharmonic Hall, under the baton of the composer.
An orchestral suite from Virgil Thomson’s music to the film The Plow That Broke the Plains was performed
for the initial time, at the Philadelphia Academy of Music conducted by the composer.
Rochester, New York newspaperman Lloyd Klos received his DDS form 150 (which is to say, his draft notice).
Allied troops recapture Buna (Gangara), Papua from the Japanese.
Japanese supply-carrying destroyers were bombed by Naval and Army aircraft west of Rendova, Solomon
Islands, and attacked by motor torpedo boats off Cape Esperance, Solomon Islands.
One enemy destroyer was damaged. Japanese Submarine I-18 was sunk by US submarine Grayback (SS-208)
in the Solomon Islands, at 8 degrees 49 minutes South, 157 degrees 9 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II

January 2/3: The German Army began to withdraw from the Caucasus.
WORLD WAR II
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January 5, Tuesday: Four “portraits” for cello and piano by Virgil Thomson were performed for the initial time, in
Rochester, New York: In a Bird Cage: A Portrait of Lise Deharme, Fanfare for France: A Portrait of Max Kahn,
Tango Lullaby: A Portrait of Mlle (Flavie) Alvarez de Toledo and Bugles and Birds: A Portrait of Pablo
Picasso.
Soviet troops took Nalchik and Prokhladny in the Caucasus, as well as Morozovsk and Tsimlyansk, southwest
of Stalingrad.
George Washington Carver died.
The cruiser and destroyer group under Rear Admiral W.L. Ainsworth heavily bombarded the airfield and
Japanese installations at Munda in the Solomon Islands.
The Mv. Citta’ di Palermo, an Italian passenger ship of 5,413 tons converted to an auxiliary cruiser, left
Brindisi for Patras escorting the motor vessel Calino. On board the Palermo were 600 Italian soldiers. At 08:00
hours when about 3 miles north-west of Cape Dukato, it was struck by a couple of tin fish launched from HMS
Proteus.

The Palermo went down in 6 minutes and there were precious few floaters.144
WORLD WAR II
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January 6, Wednesday: The US Office of Price Administration banned pleasure driving and required a cut in heating
oil for non-dwellings by 25%.
Kotovsky, a film with music by Sergei Prokoviev, was released in the USSR.
Sammy’s Fighting Sons for chorus and orchestra by Roy Harris was performed for the initial time, in New
York City.
United States Light Cruiser San Juan (CL-54) was damaged by a Japanese dive bomber in the Solomon
Islands, at 8 degrees 30 minutes South, 166 degrees 40 minutes East.
German Submarine U-164 was sunk by naval land-based aircraft (VP-83) off Brazil, at 1 degrees 58 minutes
South, 39 degrees 23 minutes West.
WORLD WAR II

144. At a first order of approximation there seems to be a remarkable similarity between fighting at sea and feeding fish.
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January 7, Thursday: Nikola Tesla died.
The SS Benalbanach, a Ben Line 7,152-ton passenger/cargo ship, was sunk by 2 tin fish launched from aircraft
northwest of Algiers. She had been conveying 389 men of a Motor Transport unit the Clyde to Bona, North
Africa and had a crew of 74. The ship caught fire, blew up, and sank almost immediately. 57 crewmembers
and 340 troops died. Its commander Captain MacGregor was one of the floaters, but died just as his rescuers
were reaching him.
WORLD WAR II
In Hiroshima, Sadako Sasaki was born. She would be 2 years old when (through no fault of her own) we would
detonate “Fat Man,” one of our two atomic bombs, 1.7 kilometers from her home on August 6th, 1945 — a
hibakusha, she would die of the well-understood A-bomb disease leukemia at age 12 on October 25th, 1955.

“Fat Man”

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

WORLD WAR II

WWII

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

WORLD WAR II

WWII

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE
January 9, Saturday: Psalm 64 and Isaiah Chapter 35 for voice and piano by Stefan Wolpe was performed for the initial
time, at the home of Josef Wagner, New York.
The Red Army renewed its assault on Stalingrad.
The government of Japanese-occupied China formally declared war on Great Britain and the United States and
Great Britain.
The Emperor of Japan publicly indicated his pleasure with the improvement of Japanese anti-aircraft artillery
units in Burma.
WORLD WAR II

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

WORLD WAR II

WWII

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE
January 10, Sunday: In Stalingrad, the Soviets begin an offensive against the Germans.
General Patch’s XIV Corps on Guadalcanal began an offensive toward the Japanese-held western portion of
the island.

United States Submarine Argonaut (APS-1) was sunk during an attack on a convoy southeast of New Britain.
Japanese Destroyer Okikaze was sunk by US submarine Trigger (SS-237) off Honshu, Japan at 35 degrees 2
minutes North, 140 degrees 12 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
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January 11, Monday: New Spalicek, a cycle for voice and piano by Bohuslav Martinu was performed for the initial
time, in New York City.
New York City mobster Carmine Galante, under contract to Vito Genovese, who was a friend of Duce Benito
Mussolini, killed Carlo Tresca, editor of the anti-Communist newspaper Il Martello.
The Allies intercepted and successfully decoded an internal German communication to the effect that by the
end of 1942, under “Operation Reinhard,” whatever that was, a total of 1,274,166 Jews had been killed, and
that this killing had been going on at four distinct sites.
ANTISEMITISM
Soviet troops captured Pyatigorsk, Georgivesk, and Mineralnye Vody, north of the Caucasus.
The United States of America and the United Kingdom formally relinquished all territorial claims in China.
When US patrol torpedo boats were attacked by Japanese destroyers off Cape Esperance of the island of
Guadalcanal in the Solomon Islands, 2 of these destroyers were damaged and 2 of the US patrol torpedo boats
were lost:
•
•

PT-112, sunk by naval gunfire, Solomon Islands area, 9 degrees 15 minutes South, 159 degrees
42 minutes East
PT-43, damaged by naval gunfire, Solomon Islands area, 9 degrees 15 minutes South, 159 degrees
42 minutes East; beached and abandoned
WORLD WAR II

January 12, Tuesday night: The capture of Wake Island, some 2,000 miles west of Hawaii, had cost the Japanese 11
naval craft, 29 planes, and about 5,700 men, because the garrison of 388 US Marines and 1,200 civilians
workers had held out for 14 days. On December 23d, 1941 Major James P.S. Devereux of the 1st Defense
Battalion, US Marine Corps, and Commander Winfield Cunningham of the Naval Air Station had raised a
white flag. During January 1942 the US Marines who had become POWs and had not been wounded had been
put on the Nitta Maru bound for Yokohama and then Shanghai.
The wounded, and 98 American civilians, had remained as POWs on the island. On this night the Japanese
guards accused them of being in radio communication with US naval forces and they were lined up with their
backs to the ocean, and machine-gunned (for this the Japanese commander on Wake Island, Rear Admiral
Shigematsu Sakaibara, and 11 of his officers, would be hanged after a trial by a US Naval Court at Kwajalein).
WORLD WAR II
January 13-16: The teacher of American Literary History at the University of Berlin, Mildred Fish Harnack, who had
earlier been sentenced to only 6 years in prison for allegedly “helping to prepare high treason and espionage,”
was taken back to German court and awarded the sentence of death.
WORLD WAR II
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January 13, Wednesday: Two works by William Schuman were performed for the initial time, at an all-Schuman
concert in Town Hall, New York: Concerto for piano and small orchestra and Holiday Song for chorus to words
of Taggard.
Helmut Schenk became the initial person to use an ejection seat from an aircraft (and survive).
Anne Frank to her diary: “I could go on for hours about all the suffering the war has brought, but then I would
only make myself more dejected. There is nothing we can do but wait as calmly as we can till the misery comes
to an end. Jews and Christians wait, the whole earth waits; and there are many who wait for death.”

A 15-kilometer-wide corridor into Leningrad, south of Lake Ladoga, was opened.
German Submarine U-507 was sunk by naval land-based aircraft (VP-83) off the coast of Brazil, at 1 degrees
38 minutes South, 39 degrees 52 minutes West.
WORLD WAR II
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January 14, Thursday: Soviet troops captured Pitomnik Airfield, leaving the Germans only one airfield in Stalingrad.
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt and Prime Minister Winston Churchill conferred at Casablanca, Morocco
in a meeting which would last until January 25th (this journey made FDR the initial US president to step
aboard an aircraft while in office).
The US submarine Gudgeon (SS-211) landed personnel and equipment near Catmon Point, Negros, Philippine
Islands.
WORLD WAR II

January 14-24: In Casablanca, a conference between heads of state Winston Churchill and Franklin Delano Roosevelt.
During the conference Roosevelt would announce that the war could end only with an unconditional German
surrender.
WORLD WAR II

January 15, Friday: The 9th of 18 patriotic fanfares for brass and percussion commissioned by Eugene Goossens and
the Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra, A Fanfare for France by Virgil Thomson, was performed for the initial
time, in Cincinnati.
Outside Washington DC, the dedication of the largest office building in the world, the Pentagon (presumably
somebody offered a prayer of gratitude: “Thank you, God”).
441 partisans were killed by the Germans near Kletnya, Russia, west of Bryansk.
Germans, Italians, and Croatians begin an offensive against Yugoslav partisans, driving them from Bihac south
to Montenegro.
Aircraft from Henderson Field, Guadalcanal, attacked 9 Japanese destroyers off Guadalcanal, Solomon
Islands; 2 enemy destroyers were damaged.
The Japanese Transport Nichimei Maru was sunk by B-24 bombers southwest of Rangoon, Burma.
Approximately 500 Allied POWs died.145
WORLD WAR II
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January 17, Sunday: Concerto for two pianos by David Diamond was performed for the initial time, in New York.
Soviet troops captured Millerovo, southeast of Kharkov.
United States Naval Base and Naval Air Station, Brisbane, Australia, were established.
WORLD WAR II
January 18, Monday: Piano Sonata no.7 op.83 by Sergei Prokofiev was performed for the initial time, in the Hall of
the Home of Unions, Moscow.
German troops entered the Warsaw Ghetto to resumed daily deportations to death camps, halted 4 months
earlier. 600 Jews were killed in the street during this roundup. 6,000 were deported to Treblinka.
ANTISEMITISM
The German Luftwaffe renewed its air attacks on London.
Soviet forces captured Cherkessk, south of Stavropol and Divnoye, southwest of Elista. Soviet forces took
Valuyki, east of Kharkov and Ostrogozhsk, northeast of Kharkov. The Soviets cracked the German siege of
Leningrad. In 2 weeks what was left of the Germans there would surrender.
WORLD WAR II
January 18-22: The initial Warsaw ghetto uprising.
ANTISEMITISM
WORLD WAR II
January 19, Tuesday: Some Jews in the Warsaw ghetto fired on Germans with small arms. The Germans returned fire.
ANTISEMITISM
Allied troops captured Tarhunah, southeast of Tripoli (Tarabulus).
Japanese landed at Wewak on the island of New Guinea.
WORLD WAR II
145. At a first order of approximation there seems to be a remarkable similarity between fighting at sea and feeding fish.

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

WORLD WAR II

WWII

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE
January 20, Wednesday: Soviet troops took Proletarskiy, north of Kharkov.
Operation Weiss began, a sweep by Germans, Italians, Cetniks, and Ustase against Yugoslav partisans.
The Partisans were forced into southern Bosnia.
Chile broke relations with Germany, Italy, and Japan. This left Argentina as the only country in the Western
Hemisphere to retain relations with the Axis.
Destroyer Escort Brennan (DE-13), was commissioned at Mare Island, California; 1st ship of this type to be
placed in commission.
WORLD WAR II
January 21, Thursday: 1941 op.90 for orchestra by Sergei Prokofiev was performed for the initial time, in Sverdlovsk.
Béla Bartók gives his last public performance, in the United States premiere of his Concerto for 2 pianos,
percussion and orchestra with his wife and the New York Philharmonic under Fritz Reiner.
Rochester, New York newspaperman Lloyd Klos had his physical and mental exams at the Federal Building
induction center (now City Hall) along with other young men from the city and Irondequoit. They were sworn
in.
Hundreds of Jews were killed in the Warsaw Ghetto as Germans threw hand grenades into buildings wherein
Jews were resisting deportations. The Germans then retired from the ghetto. 12 Germans were killed.
Several hundred patients from the Jewish mental hospital in Apeldoorn, Netherlands, along with 50 staff (20
of whom were volunteers), were transported east by the Germans. Upon their arrival at Auschwitz, all were
gassed.
ANTISEMITISM
The 5,413-ton Mv. Citta’ di Genova, built in 1930, had left Patras on the 20th bound for Bari with 200 Italian
troops and 158 Greek POWs on board. 25 miles west of Saseno Island at 13.15 hours it was struck by 2 tin fish
from a salvo of 5 sent out from the destroyer HMS Tigres. It sank in a few minutes and 173 died.146

United States Naval Base and Naval Auxiliary Air Facility, Corrinto, Nicaragua were established.
United States Submarine Chaser SC-709 sank after a grounding off Cape Breton, Nova Scotia.
WORLD WAR II
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January 23, Saturday: The author and critic Alexander Woollcott was appearing on the radio program “The People’s
Forum” in New York City when he suffered a fatal heart attack at the age of 56.
At a glittering charity event for Russian war relief at Carnegie Hall which was attended by Eleanor Roosevelt
and Leopold Stokowski, Black, Brown and Beige by Duke Ellington was performed for the initial time. The
composer termed this “a tone parallel to the history of the American Negro.” The audience was disappointed,
and critics savaged the work. This was the initial appearance of Duke Ellington and his Orchestra at Carnegie
Hall.

146. At a first order of approximation there seems to be a remarkable similarity between fighting at sea and feeding fish.
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The XIV Corps’ westward advance captured Kokumbona on the coast of Guadalcanal from the Japanese.

A US/Australian counteroffensive secured the Buna-Sanananda area of New Guinea.
Montgomery’s British 8th Army (Britain-New Zealand) besieged Tripoli (Tarabulus), Libya.
When Germans attempted to round up Jews in Italian-occupied France, Italian authorities refused to cooperate.
ANTISEMITISM
The Casablanca Conference, which had been in session since 14 January, ended. President Franklin Delano
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Roosevelt, the British Prime Minister, and the Combined Chiefs of Staff reached agreement on an invasion of
Sicily and a cross-channel amphibious assault on Western Europe.

READ THE FULL TEXT
Japanese Destroyer Hakaze was sunk by submarine Guardfish (SS-217) near New Ireland, at 2 degrees
47 minutes South, 156 degrees 38 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II

January 24, Sunday: Sonatina for violin and piano by Ulysses Kay was performed for the initial time, in New York,
with Leonard Bernstein at the piano.
Carl C. Brigham died at the age of 52. This death removed the main obstacle for the field of human capabilities
testing to become more cohesive.
The Red Army captures Voronezh. They also took Armavir, just west of Stavropol.

Red Army troops took Gumrak Airport, cutting off the Germans in Stalingrad from resupply by air.
Axis troops retreating from Libya cross into Tunisia to form a defensive line west of Médenine.
At Wierzbica, near Radom, three Polish families were executed for hiding Jews.
869 Jews from Westerbork, Netherlands and 1,000 Jews from Berlin were sent to Auschwitz.
ANTISEMITISM
Bombardment group of cruisers and destroyers (Rear Admiral W.L. Ainsworth) and carrier group (Rear
Admiral D.C. Ramsey) bombarded and bombed the Vila-Stanmore area, Kolombangara, in the Solomon
Islands.
WORLD WAR II
January 26, Tuesday: Igor Stravinsky, Darius Milhaud, and their wives attended a performance of a ballet to Arnold
Schoenberg’s Verklärte Nacht called Pillar of Fire conducted by the composer in San Francisco. The two were
impressed but after the performance did not seek out Schoenberg.
In Germany, all members of Hitler Youth age 15 and above were conscripted to form crews for antiaircraft
guns.
To the north of New Guinea, the submarine Wahoo (SS-238) sank an entire group of Japanese ships:
2 freighters, 1 transport, and 1 tanker. We may be permitted to imagine the crewmen of our submarine:
“Wahoo! Wahoo! Wahoo! Wahoo!”
WORLD WAR II
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January 27, Wednesday: Germany began civil conscription of women.
At Wilhelmshaven and Emden, the 1st bombs dropped on Germany by Americans.
WORLD WAR II
January 28, Thursday: Field Marshall Montgomery’s British 8th Army captured Tripoli.
Soviet troops took Kastornoye, east of Kursk.
The US government announced that Americans of Japanese descent would be allowed to enlist in the armed
forces. Oh, all right, we won’t prevent you from dying for us.
Rochester, New York newspaperman Lloyd Klos was taken by train with a group of fellow inductees to
Buffalo, and was then taken by bus to Fort Niagara, for basic military training: “if it moves, salute it, if it
doesn’t move, paint it white.
WORLD WAR II
January 29, Friday: The 11th of 18 patriotic fanfares for brass and percussion commissioned by Eugene Goossens and
the Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra, Fanfare for Airmen by Leo Sowerby was performed for the initial time,
in Cincinnati.
In Germany an alleged necrophiliac, Bruno Ludke, was taken into custody (which poses an interesting
question).
Institution of the United States Marine Corps Women’s Reserve.
The naval battle of Rennell Island commenced as the cruiser and destroyer task force of Rear Admiral R.C.
Giffen, covering a movement of troop transports to Guadalcanal in the Solomon Islands, was bombed by
Japanese aircraft.
WORLD WAR II
January 30, Saturday: Land and carrier-based naval aircraft engaged Japanese aircraft attacking Rear Admiral Giffen’s
cruiser and destroyer force.
Naval Station, Akutan Harbor, Fox Island, Alaska, was established.
Soviet troops took Tikhoretsk, south of Rostov-on-Don, and cleared the Maykop oil fields of Germans.
Bombers of the Royal Air Force attacked Berlin by day and Hamburg by night.
Grand Admiral Karl Doenitz succeeded Grand Admiral Erich Raeder as Commander of Chief of the Germans
Navy.
United States naval vessel sunk:
•

Heavy cruiser Chicago (CA-29), by aircraft torpedo, Battle of Rennell Island, Solomon Islands
area, 11 degrees 25 minutes South, 160 degrees 56 minutes East
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•

United States naval vessel damaged: Destroyer La Vallette (DD-448), by aircraft torpedo, Battle of
Rennell Island, Solomon Islands area, 11 degrees 25 minutes South, 160 degrees 56 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

January 31, Sunday: Divertimento for chamber orchestra by Richard Strauss was performed for the initial time, in
Vienna.
General von Paulus, commander of the German Sixth Army in the ruins of Stalingrad, was created a Field
Marshal by Führer Adolf Hitler (at that very moment, the general and his staff were in Red Army custody and
were signing surrender papers).
The Japanese garrison on Guadalcanal began its evacuation, which would require until February 7th.

WORLD WAR II
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FEBRUARY 1943
February: At Swansea on the coast of Wales, the Canadian “Liberty Ship” Fort Halkett (named in honor of John
Wedderburn Halkett) was loaded with military cargo intended for Bône, Algeria.

The USS Indianapolis (CA-35) sank a Japanese transport in Alaskan waters.

WORLD WAR II
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The poem “Is Now,” by Mark Van Doren, expressed an exceedingly Thoreauvian attitude:
Eternity is not to be pursued.
Run, and it shortens; arrive, and it is shut:
Forward or backward, nothing but the folds
Of time, that you will tighten, fumbling them.
Eternity is only to be entered
Standing. It is everywhere and still.
Slow, and it opens; stop, and it is whole
As love about your head, that rests and sees.
Eternity is now or not at all:
Waited for, a wisp; remembered, shadows.
Eternity is solid as the sun:
As present, as familiar, as immense.
TIME AND ETERNITY

February 1, Monday: Sergei Rakhmaninov and his wife receive the final papers creating them American citizens.
The 442nd Regimental Combat Team, a segregated all-Nisei unit, was activated. The call for volunteers
yielded different results on the Hawaiian Islands and on the mainland: on the islands, some 10,000 Nisei would
volunteer within days, while on the mainland only 1,256 mainland Nisei would volunteer from the camps.

The HMS Welshman, a British minelaying cruiser of 4,000 tons, was sunk by Kapitän-Leutenant Albrecht
Brandi’s U617 while returning from Malta to Alexandria. 148 died. There were no rescues.
Soviet troops took Svatovo, southeast of Kharkov.
While escorting 3 Landing Craft Transports (LCTs) during the American landings on the beach at Marovo on
Guadalcanal, Commander Charles E. Tolman’s USS De Haven was singled out and engaged by 6 Japanese
planes. Three were shot down but the remaining three managed to get their bombs away. Three bombs hit the
ship, destroying the bridge and killing Commander Tolman. A 4th bomb split the ship’s hull plates and it began
to settle in the water, It upended and sank about 2 miles from Savo Island, where it rests now with about 50
other hulks in what is known as “Iron Bottom Sound.” Survivors were rescued by LCTs. 10 officers and 157
enlisted men died out of its crew of 299.147

147. Isn’t is curious, the macabre way these statistics are routinely kept? The number of officer deaths gets cited, then the number
of “ratings” deaths? Imagine trying to say to a “rating” who is going down for the third time, “Look, fellow, you’re obviously taking
this pretty hard –it’s your death and all that– but can’t you at least derive some consolation from the fact that this would have been
a significantly greater loss to us, had you been an officer? God must have loved you enlisted types, he made so many of you.
Soon you will lose consciousness — and then you’ll be a mere nameless, painless statistic who has given your life for your country!
Don’t sweat it, it’s the way things are. Come on now, at least you can hum a bit from ‘There’ll always be an England’....”
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The Japanese were beginning a secretive nighttime evacuation of their forces from the northern tip of
Guadalcanal. A group of 20 destroyers en route to evacuate troops was attacked by aircraft from Henderson
Field, Guadalcanal, and by motor torpedo boats. United States Destroyer De Haven (DD-469) was sunk by
dive bombersat 9 degrees 9 minutes South, 159 degrees 52 minutes East. Japanese Destroyer Makigumo was
sunk by a mine off Doma Reef.
WORLD WAR II
February 2, Tuesday: Fantasy and Toccata for piano by Bohuslav Martinu was performed for the initial time, in Town
Hall, New York.
The last surviving German stragglers at Stalingrad surrendered to the Red Army, in the first big defeat for
Führer Adolf Hitler’s armies. Of the 284,000 Axis troops in the Stalingrad trap, 160,000 had been killed,
34,000 had been evacuated by air, and 90,000 were Red Army prisoners (they would be marched to Siberia
where most of them would die).
WORLD WAR II
“The pachinko ball doesn’t want to plonk into
the plastic tub before it has accomplished
some sort of trajectory.”
—
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February 3, Wednesday: Saxophone Quartet op.102 by Florent Schmitt was performed for the initial time, in Salle
Gaveau, Paris.
Pole Star for this Year for alto, tenor, chorus and orchestra by Ross Lee Finney to words of MacLeish was
performed for the initial time, over the airwaves of the Mutual Broadcasting System originating in New York.
A command designated “United States Naval Forces Northwest African Waters” established its headquarters
at Algiers.
Soviet troops took Kupyansk, southeast of Kharkov.
The loss of Stalingrad was announced to the German people. February 4-6 were to be days of mourning.
Allied troops in Libya cross into Tunisia.
The USAT Dorchester, a former coastal luxury passenger ship of 5,649 tons converted to a troop carrier, was
sunk at 3:55AM about 150 miles south of Cape Farewell by a torpedo from Kapitän-Leutnant Hans Steen’s U-
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233. The Dorchester had been bound for the American base in Greenland from St. John’s, Newfoundland, with
902 passengers and crew on board. Of the passengers, most were US soldiers. The vessel had 1,000 tons of

cargo. On board was a group of Army chaplains of different faiths. When the storage locker from which they
were handing out lifejackets became empty, they removed their own lifejackets and handed them to the next
people in line. As the ship went under, floaters could see these 4 chaplains standing on the sloping deck, arms
linked, praying. (A special medal for Heroism would be authorized by the US Congress and, with the Purple
Heart and the Distinguished Service Cross, would be posthumously awarded.) Escort ships of the Greenland
Patrol would retrieve 229 floaters, 132 of them by the destroyer Escanaba and 97 of them by the Commanche,
but 672 died including 404 soldiers. Hundreds of dead bodies in lifejackets would be collected from the
surface.148

148. At a first order of approximation there seems to be a remarkable similarity between fighting at sea and feeding fish.
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(When U233 would itself be sunk on July 5, 1944 by the US destroyers Baker and Thomas, 31 would die and
29 float.)
WORLD WAR II
February 4, Thursday: Soviets landed amphibious troops behind the German lines at Novorossysk and held a
beachhead until other troops could advance along the Black Sea shore and link up.
A Japanese cruiser and 22 destroyers, en route to evacuate troops from Guadalcanal, Solomon Islands, were
attacked by aircraft from Henderson Field; four of the destroyers were damaged.
WORLD WAR II
February 6, Saturday: A Los Angeles court acquitted the Tasmanian actor Errol “In Like” Flynn of 3 counts of
statutory rape. Go thou and sin no more.
Red Army troops captured Yeysk on the Sea of Azov and Lisichansk on the Donets River.
North African Theater of Operations (Lieutenant General Dwight David “Ike” Eisenhower) was established.
WORLD WAR II
February 7, Sunday: John Cage and his music gained national attention when he directed a program of percussion
music at the Museum of Modern Art, New York in a League of Composers concert. Included was the premiere
of Amores for two prepared pianos and two percussion trios. Also premiered was Ostinato pianissimo by
Henry Cowell, conducted by Cage himself.
Soviet troops captured Azov and Kramatorsk, east of Dnepropetrovsk.
A Japanese force of 18 destroyers en route to Guadalcanal, Solomon Islands to evacuate troops was attacked
by aircraft from Henderson Field, Guadalcanal, and a couple of the enemy destroyers were damaged. The
Japanese Army’s evacuation of some 11,000 troops from the island of Guadalcanal was, however, complete.
On the home front, shoe rationing was announced, limiting civilians to three pair of leather shoes per year.
WORLD WAR II
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February 8, Monday: Savings attributable to the work of the Truman Committee were being estimated in a range up to
$11,000,000,000.
Evacuation of over 11,000 Japanese troops from Guadalcanal, Solomon Islands, had been completed.

The Red Army recaptured the city of Kursk in the Soviet Union, or what was left of it.
WORLD WAR II
February 9, Tuesday: Organized Japanese resistance on Guadalcanal in the Solomon Islands ended when General
Patch’s Cape Esperance envelopment force joined with the force making the western advance. XIV Corps
headquarters announced that the Allies had secured the island of Guadalcanal.149
The Japanese had captured Ambon Island from the Australians. Two circular pits were dug, about five meters
apart, six meters in diameter and three meters in depth, in a wooded area near the Laha airstrip. Soon after 6PM
a group of Australian and Dutch prisoners of war were brought to the site with their arms tied securely behind
them. The first prisoner was pushed to his knees at the edge of a pits and Warrant Officer Kakutaro Sasaki
enacted the initial Samurai-sword beheading. The eager crew-members of a Japanese minesweeper that had
been blown up by a mine in Ambon Bay a few days earlier were allowed to perform the next four beheadings.
HEADCHOPPING

149. The American boys who had died in the long battle for Guadalcanal had not, of course, died in vain. By sacrificing their lives
they had enabled the US to portray the struggle in the Pacific Ocean region as one long resistance to Japanese aggression, rather
than allowing it to be portrayed as one war of aggression initiated by Japan followed by a period of peace followed by another war
of aggression initiated this time by the United States of America. They had given their lives to seize and hold for us the moral high
ground.
(If you suppose I couldn’t possibly have meant what I wrote above, please read the paragraph again — and this time allow the
thought to sink home. The island of Guadalcanal was a mere token serving for us no easily determined military or logistic purpose.)
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As dusk descended, the Japanese needed to point their battery torches at the necks of their victims so they could
see where to strike. Meanwhile, at the other pit, the men of a Dutch mortar unit were being similarly processed.
In all on this evening, 55 Australian and 30 Dutch soldiers were beheaded. (The details of this would be
revealed by a civilian interpreter, Suburo Yoshizaki, who had been attached to the Kure No.1 Special Navy
Landing Party, at that time stationed on Ambon.) A few days later, on February 24th, in the same wooded area,
another such group execution/sword practice event would be taking place.The SS Henry R. Mallory, a 6,063WORLD WAR II
ton American ex-passenger liner built in 1916, was part of a 69-ship North Atlantic convoy, SC-118, bound
for the British Isles, when it was torpedoed by U-boats U609 and U625.

Of the 494 passengers and crew on board the Mallory, including 381 US troops, 34 armed guards, 2 civilians
and 77 crewmen, 270 died. 224 floaters were collected 4 hours later, some by the Coast Guard cutter Bibb, 3 of
whom soon died, and others by the destroyer Ingham, 2 of whom soon died. (U609 would later be sunk by the
French escort corvette Lobelia, and the 46 inside it would die. Kapitän-Leutnant Hans Benker’s U625 would
be destroyed on March 10, 1944 by depth charges from a Canadian Sunderland flying boat, and the 53 inside
it would die.)150

150. That those who live by the sword will die by the sword is of course a mere rule of thumb, so there have been some notable
exceptions — but as rules of thumb go this one seems fairly accurate.
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February 10, Wednesday: Hasards op.96 for piano quartet by Florent Schmitt was performed for the initial time, in
Paris.
Soviet forces took Belgorod, north of Kharkov and Chuguyev, southeast of Kharkov.
Algerian leader Ferat Abbas announced the Algerian Manifesto, demanding an independent Algerian state.
German Submarine U-519 was sunk by US Army aircraft northwest of Spain, at 47 degrees 5 minutes North,
18 degrees 34 minutes West.
WORLD WAR II
February 11, Thursday: Japanese Submarine RO-102 was sunk by naval aircraft from light cruiser Helena (CL-50) and
destroyer Fletcher (DD-445) in the Coral Sea, at 14 degrees 15 minutes South, 161 degrees 59 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
February 13, Saturday: The Woman’s Reserve program was announced (birthday of the Women Marines).151
WORLD WAR II
February 14, Sunday: Three works for prepared piano by John Cage were performed for the initial time, at the Arts
Club of Chicago by the composer to dances of Merce Cunningham: “In the Name of the Holocaust,” “Ad Lib,”
and “Shimmera.”
The Langley Porter Clinic, planned by Aaron J. Rosanoff as director of institutions for the State of California
as a preventive program of mental health, opened in San Francisco (this is now the Langley Porter Psychiatric
Institute of the University of California – San Francisco).
PSYCHOLOGY
The USSR re-captured Rostov-on-Don and Voroshilovgrad.
The Battle of the Kasserine Pass in North Africa began, between the US 1st Armored Division and German
Panzers (killing would continue until the 25th).
WORLD WAR II
February 15, Monday: German and Italian troops took Gafsa, Tunisia while the British captured Ben Gardan.
Joint air command designated Aircraft, Solomon Islands (Rear Admiral C.P. Mason) was established with
headquarters at Guadalcanal.
WORLD WAR II
The thermometer registered in New York City at 8 degrees below 0 Fahrenheit — a record low for this date.
151. During my period of military service, in the 1960s, the Women Marines were known affectionately as BAMs, or “Broad Ass
Marines.” This acronym rebounded on me, of course, since because of my twisted spine I could be derogated by other Marine
officers as being in the same category as the Women Marines: I also was a “BAM.” (The only thing worse than being termed a BAM
was being termed a “Candy Ass,” like “Seaman 1st Class Peter Paul Mounds.”)
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February 16, Tuesday: Residents of München awoke to find “Down With Hitler” painted on a wall on a main street.
Allied troops took Medenine, Tunisia.
Fleet Air Wing 16 was commissioned at Norfolk, Virginia.
The USSR recaptured Kharkov, east of Kiev and Krasnodar.
WORLD WAR II
February 16, Tuesday, 6.57PM: Professor Mildred Elizabeth Fish-Harnack was beheaded at the Plötzensee Prison in
Berlin on personal order of Führer Adolf Hitler (her German husband had already been strangled and hung
from a meat hook). This would be the only time an American woman would be executed for treason during
World War II. (The couple had been part of a resistance organization that had passed information to the United
States and the USSR, and had painted “Down with Hitler” on walls. Her final words, allegedly, were “Und ich
hatte Deutschland so geliebt.” By September all 51 members of the German “Red Orchestra” group would be
dead, 2 by suicide, 8 by hanging, and 41 by guillotine.)

February 17, Wednesday: Sergei Rakhmaninov gives his last performance, in Knoxville. He was so ill afterward that
he was forced to return home to Los Angeles.
Aaron Copland’s Music for Movies, an arrangement for chamber orchestra of music from three of his film
scores, was performed for the initial time, in Town Hall, New York.
Carrier Lexington (CV-16) was commissioned at Quincy, Massachusetts; this vessel was named for carrier
Lexington (CV-2), sunk 8 May 1942 in the Battle of the Coral Sea.
German forces captured Qasserine, Feriana and Sbeitla, Tunisia.
Moroccan Sea Frontier (Rear Admiral J.L. Hall) was established.
WORLD WAR II
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February 18, Thursday: Two cruisers and four destroyers (Rear Admiral C.H. McMorris) bombard Japanese
installations at Holtz Bay, and Chichagof Harbor, Attu, Aleutian Islands.
In a speech at the Berlin Sportpalast, Nazi propaganda minister Joseph Goebbels declared “Total War” upon
the Allies. Anti-Nazi leaflets were scattered around the entrance to München University. Three young people
responsible, Hans Scholl, Sophie Scholl, and Christoph Probst, were arrested. They would be tried and
executed by guillotine.
Soviet troops took Pavlograd, east of Dnepropetrovsk. The area of Grischino to the north-west of Stalino (now
Donets), an important industrial region in the Ukraine, had been occupied by German forces, then recaptured
by a Soviet armored division, and at this point, again occupied by the German 7th Armored Division. What
the returning Germans came upon were the corpses of 406 German soldiers who had been POWs, the corpses
of 58 members of the Todt Organization, the corpses of 89 Italian soldiers, the corpses of 9 Romanian soldiers,
the corpses of4 Hungarian soldiers, and the corpses of some civilian workers, Ukrainian volunteers, and
German nurses. The body count added up to 596. Most of these people had been attempting to hide in cellars.
Many of the corpses lacked ears and noses, and genital organs had been severed and stuffed into mouths. After
rape the breasts of some of the nurses had been severed. In the cellar of the main train station there were some
120 German corpses, of people who had been herded into a large storage room to be machine-gunned.
WORLD WAR II
February 19, Friday: Our II Corps was disastrously defeated at Kasserine Pass in North Africa.
WORLD WAR II
February 20, Saturday: Die Kluge by Carl Orff to his own words after the Brothers Grimm was performed for the
initial time, in the Städtische Bühnen, Frankfurt-am-Main.
The 13th of 18 patriotic fanfares for brass and percussion commissioned by Eugene Goossens and the
Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra, Fanfare for Commandos by Bernard Rogers, was performed for the initial
time, in Cincinnati.
Hollywood consented to censorship of movies by the Office of War Information.
In Mexico, the volcano Parícutin sprang up in the middle of a farmer’s cornfield.
US Motor Minesweeper YMS-133 foundered and sank in Coos Bay, Oregon.
German forces attacked through the Qasserine Pass of Tunisia, causing US troops to retreat toward the Hamra
Pass.
Japanese Destroyer Oshio and its patrol vessel were sunk by US submarine Albacore (SS-218) north of Manus
in the Admiralty Islands, at 0 degrees 50 minutes South, 146 degrees 6 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
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February 21, Sunday: Fanfares for the Red Army for brass by William Walton was performed for the initial time, in
the Royal Albert Hall, London. On the same program was the premiere of A Solemn Fanfare for brass by
Arnold Bax.
Music for MacNeice’s play Pericles by Benjamin Britten was performed for the initial time, over the airwaves
of the BBC.
This being the 25th anniversary of the Red Army, King George VI of England, who happened to be a distant
relative of Tsar Nikolai II, dedicated a sword of honor to the City of Stalingrad (Prime Minister Winston
Churchill would dispose of this cutting edge of silliness by handing it off to General Secretary Stalin at the
meeting at Teheran in November).
US Marines and Army troops occupied Mbanika and Pavuvu in the Russell Islands of the Solomon Islands
northwest of Guadalcanal.
German forces began an offensive towards Kharkov.
German Submarine U-225 was sunk by US Coast Guard cutter Spencer (PG-36) in the North Atlantic, at 51
degrees 25 minutes North, 27 degrees 28 minutes West.
WORLD WAR II
February 22, Monday: Immortality for chorus by John Ireland to words of Crompton was performed for the initial
time, over the airwaves of the BBC originating in Bedford.
The Red Army took Sumy, east of Kiev.
Saudi Arabia broke relations with Italy.
The German offensive in Tunisia was halted by British and American forces north of Qasserine.
Vidkun Quisling ordered the mobilization of the entire civil population of Norway for public works projects
in support of the military.
Bulgaria agreed to deport 11,000 Jews from Bulgaria, occupied Greece, and Yugoslavia to Treblinka.
ANTISEMITISM
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Hans Scholl and his sister Sophie Scholl, 22 years of age, who like Professor Mildred Elizabeth Fish-Harnack
had been implicated in the “White Rose” student movement at München University, were likewise guillotined.
Sophie’s crime had been the sentence “Every word that comes from Hitler’s mouth is a lie.” The bodies of the
Scholls would be buried outside München, in the Perlach Forest Cemetery.

The Battleship Iowa (BB-61) was commissioned at New York, New York.
German Submarine U-606 was sunk by US Coast Guard cutter Campbell (PG-32) and Polish destroyer Burza
in the North Atlantic, at 47 degrees 44 minutes North, 33 degrees 43 minutes West.
WORLD WAR II
February 23, Tuesday: 39 Jewish boys were murdered by Germans in Zamosc, Poland by means of phenol injections.
ANTISEMITISM
British Prime Minister Winston Churchill rejected a petition for the release of Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi.
WORLD WAR II
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February 24, Wednesday: Naval Air Facility, Amchitka, Alaska, was established.
ANTISEMITISM
W
ORLD WAR II

The Salonika ghetto was established.
ANTISEMITISM
On Ambon Island, at the two circular pits in the woods where 55 Australian and 30 Dutch soldiers had been
beheaded by the victorious Japanese on February 9th, another such execution ceremony was taking place.
Around the pits stood about 30 Japanese naval volunteers, many of them sporting swords they has specially
borrowed for the occasion. As this time there were 227 Allied prisoners waiting their turn to be beheaded,
the processing would go on until 1:30AM. This second event was witnessed by Warrant Officer Keigo
Kanamoto, Commanding Officer of the Kure No.1 Repair and Construction Unit.
WORLD WAR II

February 25, Thursday: Six Norwegians had parachuted into Norway 9 days earlier, and together with four from an
earlier mission and under the leadership of Joachim Ronneberg they destroyed the German heavy water plant
at Vermark.
ATOM BOMB
A raid by American bombers on Nürnberg began the Allied policy of round-the-clock air raids. The division
of labor would be that Americans bombed by day, British by night. Meanwhile, in America, as a “citizen
participation” in the “war effort,” it was being announced that classes in enemy aircraft recognition were being
offered in the school gymnasium at Lake Pleasant, New York. If those nasty Nazis were ever to begin to bomb
civilians in the US from the air as we were bombing Japanese and German civilians from the air, then our
citizenry would be able to inform our military of the identity of this military force that had been dropping
bombs upon civilians. (You can see what was going on here. The bombing of civilian populations is an outrage,
an atrocity. This citizen participation was being offered to us as a distraction, to keep us from thinking about
the fact that we were committing an atrocity. As long as we were fearing that they would do this atrocity thing
to us — we could avoid needing to think about the fact that we were doing this atrocity thing to them!)
WORLD WAR II
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February 26, Friday: The first transport of Gypsies to Auschwitz. Führer Adolf Hitler liked these people because he
thought of them, despite their swarthiness, as the “original Aryans.” He did in fact mean them no particular
harm. They were to be placed in Auschwitz II in a “Gypsy Camp” — until Germany’s wartime exigencies
would lead to extermination.
George Bernard Shaw wrote that King George should release Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi and “apologize
to him for the mental defectiveness of his cabinet.”
Symphony no.5 by Roy Harris was performed for the initial time, in the Symphony Hall of Boston,
Massachusetts.
Prayer, 1943 for orchestra by William Schuman was performed for the initial time, in Pittsburgh (the name of
this piece would be changed to Prayer in Time of War).
The 14th of 18 patriotic fanfares for brass and percussion commissioned by Eugene Goossens and the
Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra, Fanfare for the Medical Corps by Anis Fulcihan was performed for the initial
time, in Cincinnati, Ohio.
Vladimir Ussachevsky, currently a member of the US Army, got married with a poet, Elizabeth Denison Kray,
in Seattle.
Sergei Rakhmaninov arrived home in Los Angeles, after a train ride of 60 hours from New Orleans.
WORLD WAR II
February 28, Sunday: Fish in the unruffled lakes for voice and piano by Benjamin Britten to words of Auden was
performed for the initial time, in London by Peter Pears and the composer.
When Admiral Ernest J. King had been promoted to be the Chief of Naval Operations at the beginning of
America’s involvement in World War II, his “relief flagship” USS Constellation had come to be instead “relief
flagship” for Vice Admiral Royal E. Ingersoll, and alternately, “relief flagship” for Battleship Division Five.
(This was over and above the Admiral’s actual designated flagship, the cruiser Augusta — hey, it’s only
money.) Vice Admiral Ingersoll commented to a reporter for the Baltimore Sun about his private plaything and
living quarters, “Personally, I have never had a more enjoyable time on any ship.”
Hey, Admiral, you know, people are dying out there.
Allied forces recaptured Sbeitla, Tunisia from the Germans.
WORLD WAR II
February 29, Monday: The Kolomyia ghetto was liquidated.
ANTISEMITISM
WORLD WAR II
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MARCH 1943
March: At 9 months, baby Ted Kaczynski had become covered in mysterious hives and was put in isolation in a
hospital with no visitors allowed. He would receive such treatment several times over an 8-month period. At
this point his mother Wanda Dombek Kaczynski wrote “Baby home from hospital and is healthy but quite
unresponsive after his experience.”
Kurt Vonnegut, Jr. enlisted in the United States Army. He would be sent to the Carnegie Institute and to the
University of Tennessee for training in mechanical engineering.
WORLD WAR II
March 1, Monday: Naval Auxiliary Air Facility, Annette Island, Alaska, was established.
Soviet troops took Demyansk, south of Leningrad.
Tokyo Rose’s initial broadcast, “Zero Hour.”
WORLD WAR II
March 2, Tuesday: A trainload of about 1,000 Jews were sent from Paris to Auschwitz where they would be gassed on
arrival. Bulgaria began to round up Jews in Thrace and Macedonia for transport north.
ANTISEMITISM
American troops reentered Sbeitla. The German army began to withdraw from Tunisia.
The City Of Pretoria, an Ellerman Line passenger/cargo liner of 8,049 tons, heading from New York to
Liverpool with a general cargo, was struck by a couple of tin fish from Korvette-Kapitän Carl Emmermann’s
German submarine U-172 and blew up immediately south-east of Cape Race. All 145 on board died.

(When U-172 would be sunk by depth-charges dropped from US aircraft on December 13, 1943,
13 would die and 46 float.)
From this day into the 7th of the month, something of a turkey shoot would be going on in the Bismarck Sea
as approximately 3,220 Japanese soldiers and sailors were being systematically killed. A convoy of 8
transports had been conveying 5,954 soldiers of the Japanese 20th and 51st Infantry Divisions and 400 marines
of the Japanese Imperial Army from Rabaul, New Britain to Lae, New Guinea, a distance of 260 miles, and
had been spotted as it was crossing the Huon Gulf heading towards Lae about 80 miles away.
It was engaged by a flight of 129 Allied fighters and 207 Allied bombers of all classes including squadrons #4,
#22 and #30 of the Royal Australian Air Force. Nearly all the troop transports, including the 5,000-ton
Kyokusei Maru and the 3,800-ton Shinai Maru, were sunk. There were sharks in these waters to take floaters,
but many of the Japanese soldiers and sailors began making their way toward the shores in lifeboats and on
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improvised rafts. We would bomb and strafe these lifeboats and rafts, with many being thrown into the water
to be taken by the sharks. The process would continue for days and for flight after flight until nothing remained
alive on the waters of the Huon Gulf. There had been eight Japanese destroyers escorting this convoy, and first
the IJN Asashio was sunk, then the 1,500-ton destroyer Arashio (sister ship of the Asashio), and the 2,000-ton
Tokitsukaza, and the 1,700-ton Shirayuki. Approximately 850 of the floaters had been rushed by these escorts
to Lae at the start of the attack, with the destroyers then returning to the battle zone to pick up more of the
floaters. Some 3,145 were rescued from the water by the Japanese destroyers and by a couple of Japanese
submarines and returned to Rabaul. 92 of the floaters would manage to reach the shore of New Guinea, and a
small number would also make it safely to nearby islands. 63 Japanese aircraft were shot down, but only 3 of
the Allied fighters and 2 of the Allied bombers were shot down.
United States submarine chaser SC-1024 sank after a collision off the coast of North Carolina.
WORLD WAR II
March 3, Wednesday: Variations for orchestra op.30 by Anton Webern was performed for the initial time, in
Winterthur, Switzerland. The composer was able to obtain a visa to attend the premiere. He would never again
hear his music in public.
Dmitri Shostakovich arrived in Moscow to take up permanent residence. He and his family had finally been
granted a Moscow apartment (the family members would arrived later this month).
Trying to cram into an air-raid shelter in the Bethnal Green tube station in London caused 173 suffocations.
Soviet troops took Rzhev, west of Moscow in fierce fighting, as well as Lgov, west of Kursk.
Japanese Destroyers Asahio, Arashio, Tokitsukaze, and Shirayuki were sunk by United State Army and
Australian aircraft in the Battle of the Bismarck Sea.
WORLD WAR II
March 4, Thursday: Three Choruses from Alice in Wonderland by Irving Fine was performed for the initial time, in
the Sanders Theater at Harvard University.
A Japanese attempt to reinforce Lae and Salamaua, New Guinea was beaten back by Australians and
Americans in the Bismarck Sea. 12 ships were sunk, 3,500 people killed.
A new German offensive began near Poltava and Izyum, south of Kharkov.
George Smith Patton, Jr. assumed command of II Corps following its disastrous defeat at Kasserine Pass on
February 19th. He would rejuvenate II Corps and lead it to victories at Gafsa and El Guettar.
WORLD WAR II
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March 5, Friday: The Wonderful Widow of Eighteen Springs for voice and piano by John Cage to words of Joyce was
performed for the initial time, in Carnegie Recital Hall, New York.
The 15th of 18 patriotic fanfares for brass and percussion commissioned by Eugene Goossens and the
Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra, Fanfare for the American Soldier by Felix Borowski, was performed for the
initial time, in Cincinnati.
The German offensive in Ukraine inflicted heavy casualties west of Izyum, but they were unable to cross the
Donets River due to floating ice.
The Royal Air Force launched a massive bombing strike on the city of Essen, flattening 65 hectares of the city.
Edwin Johannes Indegard Linkomies replaced Johann Wilhelm Rangell as prime minister of Finland.
The escort carrier Bogue (CVE-9) commenced escort of convoy duty (this being the first time an escort carrier
was assigned anti-submarine operations as primary duty).
The US submarine Tambor (SS-198) landed personnel, ammunition, and currency at Pagadian Bay, Mindanao,
Philippine Islands.
WORLD WAR II
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March 6, Saturday: In Zagreb, Catholic Archbishop Alois Stepinac complained to Croat dictator Ante Pavelic about
deportation of Jews who were married to Christians. The practice would be ended (the archbishop made no
suggestions in regard to the continued deportation of Jews who were not married to Christians).
ANTISEMITISM
German forces attacked the Allies (Great Britain-New Zealand) around Medenine in Tunisia but took heavy
losses and gained no strategic result.
The US submarine Tautog (SS-199) laid mines off the southeast coast of Borneo.
Three cruisers and seven destroyers (Rear Admiral A.S. Merrill) bombarded Vila and Munda in the Solomon
Islands; Japanese Destroyers Minegumo and Murasame were sunk by naval gunfire and torpedoes in Kula Gulf
of the Solomon Islands, at 8 degrees 5 minutes South, 157 degrees 15 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II

March 7, Sunday: The unfinished Mass in E-flat for chorus and organ by Leos Janácek was performed for the initial
time, in the Church of Sts. Cyril and Methodius, Brno-Zidenice.
An orchestral suite from the ballet Les Animaux modèles by Francis Poulenc was performed for the initial
time, in the Salle du Conservatoire, Paris.
An initial delivery of B-25 bombers to the military airfield at Amchitka Island. Heads up, Japanese civilians!
WORLD WAR II
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March 8, Monday: German Submarine U-156 was sunk by naval land-based aircraft (VP-53) in the West Indies, at 12
degrees 38 minutes North, 54 degrees 39 minutes West.
Senator Harry S Truman made the cover of TIME Magazine.

WORLD WAR II
March 9, Tuesday: We Will Never Die, a pageant by Hecht with music by Kurt Weill, was performed for the initial
time, in Madison Square Garden, New York. The work was a collaboration by several prominent Jewish
members of the entertainment industry designed to highlight the accomplishments of Jews through history and
express solidarity with the Jews of occupied Europe.
Naval aircraft bombed Japanese installations at Munda, Solomon Islands. Bombing of this area would become
a regular occurrence.
WORLD WAR II
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March 10, Wednesday: Sechs Studien für Pianoforte op.51 by Hans Pfitzner were performed for the initial time, in
Vienna.
German troops begin a major assault on Kharkov.
The first Japanese detainees arrived at the wartime camp near Crystal City, Texas. The camp was divided into
separate sections for Germans and Japanese. There was a 10-foot fence with guard towers around the camp,
and floodlights bathed everything inside the perimeter in light all night every night. Mounted guards patrolled
the perimeter of the compound. Detainees would be reimbursed at the bargain rate of ten cents an hour for
performing all the work of the camps (Orientals, as we know, are accustomed to thrive on, at a first
approximation, almost nothing).

The US 14th Air Force was activated against the Japanese in China under Major General Claire Chennault.
WORLD WAR II
March 11, Thursday: Cabin in the Sky, a film with music partly by Duke Ellington, was given its premiere in Dallas.
The film was released last month.
German forces penetrate into Kharkov amid fierce fighting.
Bulgarian troops surrounded three cities in Macedonia with large Jewish populations and began rounding up
Jews for transport to death camps.
ANTISEMITISM
In escorting a North Atlantic convoy, the destroyer HMS Harvester sighted Oberleutnant Albert Langfeld’s
U444 as it was attempting a torpedo attack, and at full speed it rammed the sub. A few minutes later the French
corvette Aconit also rammed U444. The sub sank and 41 died. Meanwhile, however, another U-boat, KapitänLeutnant Heinz Otto Schultze’s U432, sent a torpedo at the damaged Harvester — which went down almost
immediately, killing 8 officers and 136 ratings. U432 was depth-charged by the Aconit and sank with 26 dead
and 20 survivors. Four floaters from the Harvester would be picked up by the Aconit.
WORLD WAR II
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March 12, Friday: Stephen Vincent Benét died in New York at the age of 44.
The 16th of 18 patriotic fanfares for brass and percussion commissioned by Eugene Goossens and the
Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra, Fanfare for the Common Man by Aaron Copland, was performed for the
initial time, in Cincinnati.
George Smith Patton, Jr. was promoted to a temporary battlefield rank of Lieutenant General. He would be
given the command of 7th Army and with it he would conquer Sicily.152
Soviet troops occupied Vyazma, west of Moscow, without a fight.
100,000 workers in Turin and Genoa went on strike, halting war production.
German Submarine U-130 was sunk by the destroyer Champlin (DD-601) in the North Atlantic, at 37 degrees
10 minutes North, 40 degrees 21 minutes West.
WORLD WAR II
March 14, Sunday: String Quartet no.1 by Vincent Persichetti was performed for the initial time, in New York.
Fleet Operational Training Command, Atlantic Fleet (Rear Admiral D.B. Beary) was established.
The Empress of Canada, a 21,516-ton liner of the Canadian Pacific SS Company (Captain George Goold), had
been converted into a troop transport. At this point it was being referred to by U-boat crews as “The Phantom,”
because for 3 1/2 long years it had been evading their attentions. While sailing from Durban, South Africa, to
the British Isles via Takoradi on the Gold Coast, it was sunk just after midnight off Sierra Leone by the Italian
submarine Leonardo da Vinci. On board were 1,346 persons, including 499 Italian POWs, and a number of
Greek and Polish refugees. A total of 392, including 44 crewmembers, died.
Floaters, who needed to survive not only exposure but also attacks by sharks, would be picked up by the
destroyer Boreas, the corvettes Petunia and Crocus, and the Ellerman Line vessel Corinthian (this is a mug’s
game in which, at a first approximation, nobody gets to go home; the Leonardo da Vinci would itself be sunk
on May 24th by destroyers HMS Active and HMS Ness near Cape Finisterre).
WORLD WAR II

152. Having lived on that benighted triangle of real estate, I wonder who in their right minds would want to kill someone in order
to be in Sicily.
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March 15, Monday: Since July of the previous year a Committee on Research in the Application of Nuclear Physics
had been having a series of meetings in Japan. In this month Dr. Yoshio Nishina delivered the committee’s
report to the Japanese navy, which was to the effect that while an atomic weapon was in principle feasible,
within the expected timeframe of the current hostilities “it would probably be difficult even for the United
States to realize the application of atomic power.” Reassured by this assessment, the Japanese military elected
to concentrate its attention instead upon the development of radar.
On this day, J. Robert Oppenheimer relocated the project to develop an American A-bomb to the desert at Los
Alamos.The German Army re-took Kharkov from the Soviets.
Germans begin deporting the Jews of Thessaloniki.
ANTISEMITISM
The Commander in Chief of the United States Fleet, Admiral E.J. King, established a numbering system for
the US fleets: Pacific fleets were to have the odd numbers while Atlantic fleets were to have the even ones.153
Naval Auxiliary Air Facility, French Frigate Shoals, Hawaiian Islands was established.
WORLD WAR II
March 16, Tuesday: The administration of French Guiana repudiated Vichy rule and instituted a government loyal to
Free France.
La rosa del sogno, a ballet by Alfredo Casella, was performed for the initial time, at the Rome Opera.
Vice Admiral H.K. Hewitt became Commander Naval Forces Northwest African Waters.
WORLD WAR II
March 16-20: In what was known as the Battle of the Atlantic, during this period of days 27 Allied merchant ships
were sunk by German U-boats. Two convoys sailing on parallel courses from Halifax to Britain were engaged
by three German U-boat packs consisting of a total of 38 submarines. The attack occurred along the east coast
of Newfoundland as the faster convoy HX-229 overtook the slower convoy SC-122. The convoys, each about
5 miles wide, consisted of a total of 88 freighters and 15 escorts. Over four days, 90 torpedoes were fired and
21 freighters went down, plus an escort vessel. 372 died. 298 depth charges were dropped and disposed of
precisely one of these U-boats.
WORLD WAR II

153. By this stroke of military genius Admiral King won the war.
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March 17, Wednesday: The People’s Land, a film with music by Ralph Vaughan Williams, was shown for the initial
time, privately, at the British Ministry of Information.
Secrets, a film with music by Arthur Honegger, was shown for the initial time, in Paris.
Septuor à vent op.165 for flute, oboe, english horn, clarinet, alto saxophone, horn and bassoon by Charles
Koechlin was performed for the initial time, in Brussels.
The last 3 movements of String Quartet no.1: From the Salvation Army by Charles Ives were performed for
the initial time, in a broadcast performance originating in New York City.
Japanese troops pushed Indians back north of Rathedaung, north of Akyab, Burma (Sittwe, Myanmar).
The Bulgarian parliament voted to prohibit the deportation of Jews from within Bulgaria’s pre-war boundaries.
United States naval vessels PT-67 and PY-119 were sunk due to fire in the eastern New Guinea area,
at 9 degrees 2 minutes South, 149 degrees 20 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
March 20: British forces attacked the German and Italian defenders of Mareth, Tunisia.
Rationing of meat, canned fish, cheeses, butter, margarine, and other fats and oils went into effect in the United
States.
WORLD WAR II

March 20-28: General Montgomery’s British 8th Army broke through the Mareth Line in Tunisia.
WORLD WAR II
March 22, Monday: Charles Lee Brewer committed suicide by jumping off the Golden Gate Bridge.
German Submarine U-524 was sunk by Army aircraft north of the Canary Islands, at 30 degrees 15 minutes
North, 18 degrees 13 minutes West.
United States Submarines Grampus (SS-207) and Amberjack (SS-219) went missing in the Pacific Ocean.
WORLD WAR II
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March 23, Tuesday: Archbishop Damaskinos protested the deportation of Jews to the puppet Greek government, but
to no avail.
ANTISEMITISM
The British attacked on Mareth ends, without strategic result.
First production of the new drugs Vicodin and Lortab, in Germany.
United States Naval Station and Naval Air Facility were established at Arzeu, Algeria. United States Advanced
Amphibious Training Bases were established at Port Lyautey, Morocco, and at Nemours, Tenes, Beni Saf, and
Mostagenem in Algeria.
WORLD WAR II
March 24, Wednesday: Henderson Field on Guadalcanal reported that although a small number of Japanese airplanes
had attacked during the night, there had been no appreciable damage.
That evening Boeing B-17 Flying Fortresses and Grumman TBF Avenger torpedo bombers attacked Japanese
positions at Kahili near Shortland Island, and reported that they had seen some sort of fire get started on the
ground.154
WORLD WAR II
March 25, Thursday: Some 2,000 Jews were taken from Zolkiewka, Poland to a nearby forest and killed.
ANTISEMITISM
Naval and Army aircraft bombed Japanese-held Nauru Island in the South Pacific.
WORLD WAR II
Ezra Pound was traced the history of the current war, perceiving all things through his lens of usury:
This war did not begin in 1939. It is not a unique result of the
infamous Versailles Treaty. It is impossible to understand it
without knowing at least a few precedent historic events, which
mark the cycle of combat. No man can understand it without
knowing at least a few facts and their chronological sequence.
This war is part of the age-old struggle between the usurer and
the rest of mankind: between the usurer and peasant, the usurer
and producer, and finally between the usurer and the merchant,
between usurocracy and the mercantilist system....
The present war dates at least from the founding of the Bank of
England at the end of the 17th century, 1694-8. Half a century
later, the London usurocracy shut down on the issue of paper
money by the Pennsylvania colony, A.D. 1750. This is not usually
given prominence in the U.S. school histories. The 13 colonies
rebelled, quite successfully, 26 years later, A.D. 1776.
154. Perhaps this is the point at which we need to take note of a notorious factoid — the effectiveness of air attack in the achievement
of ground military objectives is subject to constant exaggeration.
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March 26, Friday: Robert Upshur “Bob” Woodward was born in Geneva, Illinois.
WATERGATE
GOVERNMENT SCANDALS

Sergei Rakhmaninov lapsed into a coma in Los Angeles.
William Schuman’s cantata A Free Song (Secular Cantata no.2) to words of Whitman for chorus and orchestra
was performed for the initial time, in Boston.
United States Naval Operating Facility, Belem, Brazil, was established.
Allied (Great Britain-New Zealand) forces broke through German defenses south of El Hamma, Tunisia.
A task group comprising 2 cruisers and 4 destroyers under Rear Admiral C.H. McMorris turned back a
Japanese force of 4 cruisers and 4 destroyers escorting reinforcements to Attu, Aleutian Islands. Several US
vessels were damaged, and one of the enemy cruisers as well:
•
•

US Heavy Cruiser Salt Lake City (CA-25) was damaged by naval gunfire at 52 degrees 47 minutes
North, 172 degrees 45 minutes East.
US Destroyer Bailey (DD-492) was damaged by naval gunfire at 53 degrees 20 minutes North, 168
degrees 36 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II

March 27, Saturday: Michael Tippett’s String Quartet no.2 was performed for the initial time, in Wigmore Hall,
London.
A cable signed by several Soviet composers of standing arrived at Sergei Rakhmaninov’s Beverly Hills home,
congratulating him on his 70th birthday.
The Army Chief of Ordnance reported in Washington DC that the soldiers were using a new anti-tank weapon
called a “bazooka,” that was based on a “rocket gun” principle (every war they kill you a new way, and yet
some people will say there is no such thing as progress).
395 British warplanes indiscriminately dropped 1,050 tons of explosives on Berlin over a period of 50 minutes.
Unknown amounts of rubble bounced an unknown number of times. “Is the war over yet?”
The HMS Dasher, a US-built merchant ship originally named Rio de Janeiro and later converted to an escort
aircraft carrier and loaned to the Royal Navy under the Lend-Lease Agreement, had seen service in the
Mediterranean and on convoy duties to Murmansk. At this point it was in use as a Fleet Air Arm Training ship.
At about 4:45PM during the hazy afternoon, in the Firth of Clyde in Scotland, between Ardrossan and the Isle
of Arran, while heading for the port of Greenock, its Swordfish planes were practising takeoffs and landings
when a pilot misjudged a landing and crashed into a store of aviation fuel drums and explosives. Violent
explosions destroyed the Dasher in less than 5 minutes, its bow rising almost vertically before it plunged sternfirst. The oil on the water caught fire. 358 died but 149 floaters were salvaged by dozens of small rescue vessels
from Ardrossan. (The Dasher now lies upright at 310 fathoms. As the 50th anniversary of its sinking
approached, the Royal Naval Association undertook to erect a memorial at Ardrossan.)
TIMELINE OF ACCIDENTS
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The City of Guildford, an Ellerman Lines passenger/cargo ship of 5,157 tons, while enroute from Alexandria
to Tripoli, North Africa carrying aviation fuel and munitions, was sunk near Derna by Kapitän-Leutnant Gerd
Kelbling’s U-593. 68 crewmen, 11 gunners, and 46 passengers died and there were 13 floaters (U-593 would
be sunk on December 13th in the Mediterranean by depth-charges from USS Wain and HMS Calpe; all
members of its crew would survive).
United States Naval Air Facility, Natal, Brazil, and Naval Operating Facilities at Victoria, Florianopolis,
Fortaleza, Maceio, Recife, Rio Grande do Sul, Santos, and Sao Luiz, Brazil, were established.
United States Coast Guard Cutter #85006 sank after an explosion off Long Island, New York.
WORLD WAR II
March 29, Monday: New Zealanders took Gabes and El Hamma, Tunisia in fierce fighting.
US Submarine Gato (SS-212) evacuated certain military and civilian personnel from Teop Island in the
Solomon Islands.
WORLD WAR II
March 30, Tuesday: A funeral mass in honor of Sergei Rakhmaninov took place in the Los Angeles Russian Orthodox
Church. His remains would be placed in Kensico Cemetery near Valhalla, New York.
P-40 Flying Tigers strafed and dive-bombed 8 locomotives southwest of Lashio in China, destroying 3.

WORLD WAR II
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March 31, Wednesday: The Rogers and Hammerstein musical Oklahoma! opened at the St. James Theater in New
York City.

Magnificat for chamber orchestra by Norman Dello Joio was performed for the initial time, in the Town Hall
of New York City. This would be awarded the Town Hall Composition Prize, of $250.
Above a shipyard in Rotterdam, bombing in formation, OOOLD SOLJER collided with TWO BEAUTS.
Two of the air crew from OOOLD SOLJER, and three from TWO BEAUTS, would survive.

WORLD WAR II
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APRIL 1943
April: In London, Simone Weil entered the hospital, and tuberculosis was diagnosed.
To continue to participate in the war effort, she would refuse food.

WORLD WAR II
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April: The Bergen-Belsen concentration camp was established.

ANTISEMITISM

At the Wolfsburg Volkswagen factory near Helmstedt, Germany factory doctor Korbel established an infantcare clinic, placing the babies of the Polish female slave laborers being used in the factory under the care of
nurse Ella Schmidt so the mothers could pay full attention to their factory duties.

Vehicles ja, Babies nein
This clinic would later be relocated to Ruhen. By April 1945 something like 400 infants entrusted to this
facility would have died — in the year 1944 alone, for instance, 254 out of 310 admissions would result in
death because the infants, weak with diarrhea and infested with lice, were basically being ignored
(in one bright follow-up note, after a British War Crimes trial, Dr. Korbel would be executed).
WORLD WAR II
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April 1, Thursday: On the home front, meats, fats, and cheese were rationed. Attempting to stem inflation, President
Franklin Delano Roosevelt froze wages, salaries, and prices.

United States Naval Operating Facility, Grondal, Greenland, was established.
Naval Air Station, Patuxent River, Maryland was established.
WORLD WAR II
April 2, Friday: The 17th of 18 patriotic fanfares for brass and percussion commissioned by Eugene Goossens and the
Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra, Fanfare for the Signal Corps by Howard Hanson, was performed for the
initial time, in Cincinnati.
Air Minister Hermann Göring made air raid patrol duty obligatory for all able-bodied German adults.
The Melbourne Star, a 12,806-ton Blue Star liner (Captain J.B. Hall) was sunk 600 miles southeast of Bermuda
by Korvette-Kapitän Hans Ludwig Witt’s U-129 submarine. 113 died and 4 floated.155

155. At a first order of approximation there seems to be a remarkable similarity between fighting at sea and feeding fish.
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(U-129 would be scuttled on August 18, 1944 at Lorient, France.)
WORLD WAR II
The Army/Navy College Qualifying Test was administered under contract with Henry Chauncey all over the
USA on the same day, to at least 316,000 High School seniors, to help in officer selection — demonstrating
that standardized multiple-choice tests could be administered to a mass group.

April 3, Saturday: Concierto heroico for piano and orchestra by Joaquín Rodrigo was performed for the initial time, in
Teatro San Carlos, Lisbon. It was a popular and critical success.
Und was bekam des Soldaten Weib? for voice and piano by Kurt Weill to words of Brecht was performed for
the initial time, at Hunter College, New York, sung by Lotte Lenya.
British planes dumped 900 tons of explosives on Essen, Germany.
Japanese Submarine Chaser #13 was sunk by US Submarine Pickerel (SS-177) off Japan, at 43 degrees 3
minutes North, 141 degrees 58 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
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April 4, Sunday: Excerpts from Lamentatio Jeremiae prophetae for chorus by Ernst Krenek were performed for the
initial time, in Bridgman Hall, Hamline University, St. Paul, Minnesota.
The flight crew of the B-24 LADY BE GOOD got confused after bombing Naples, Italy during the night, and
flew in 180 degrees the wrong direction along their radio beacon, exhausting their fuel while over the dry sands
of the Libyan desert. Near what was left of the aircraft would be found, in 1959, the desiccated corpses of eight
of the nine crew members.156

During the night 577 bombers of the Royal Air Force dropped bombs on Kiel, Germany while 48 bombers of
the Luftwaffe were seeding mines into the estuary of the Thames River.157
WORLD WAR II
April 5, Monday: American bombers intending to hit an aircraft factory in Antwerp got off target and did some
“collateral damage,” to wit, 936 civilians in a residential area inclusive of 209 children in classrooms (oops,
sorry).
The Reverend Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Protestant theologian, was imprisoned by German authorities on the
charge of “subverting the armed forces” (his message having been, essentially, on a bumper sticker, WWJD).
British bombers topped up Kiel, Germany with an additional 1,400 tons of high explosives.
Japanese Submarine RO-34 was sunk by US Destroyer O’Bannon (DD-450) in the Solomon Islands,
at 8 degrees 15 minutes South, 158 degrees 58 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
April 6/7: Elements of American (from the west) and Indian (from the east) forces met in Tunisia, thus encircling the
German and Italian forces. The Axis troops begin a withdrawal toward Enfidaville.
WORLD WAR II
156. “We thought we were heading home but it seems we were heading away from home. And, we can’t turn around, because we’re
almost out of fuel.”
157. “We thought we needed to destroy but it seems that actually what we needed to do was create. And, we can’t just stop doing
what we’re doing, because the other guy is in exactly the same predicament as us.”
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Fuselage art of the LADY BE GOOD
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April 6, Tuesday: Allied (Great Britain-India) forces overcome the Italian defenders of Wadi Akarit, north of Gabes in
Tunisia.
THE LITTLE PRINCE by Antoine de St. Exupery was published in New York by Reynal and Hitchcock.
William Walton’s ballet The Quest, to a scenario by Moore, was performed for the initial time, in the New
Theater of London.
WORLD WAR II

April 7, Wednesday: Suite Concertante for violin and orchestra by Bohuslav Martinu was performed for the initial
time, in New York.
Serenade no.3 op.17 for piano trio by Vincent Persichetti was performed for the initial time, in Philadelphia.
Ioannis Dimitriou Rallis replaced Konstantinos Ioannou Logothetopoulos as Prime Minister of Greece under
German occupation.
Bolivia declared war on Germany, Italy, and Japan.
US submarine Trout (SS-202) laid mines near Sarawak, Borneo.
180 Japanese aircraft struck United States naval vessels near Tulagi, Solomon Islands.
United States ships sunk:
•
•

Destroyer Aaron Ward (DD-483), by horizontal bombers
Oiler Kanawha (AO-1), by horizontal bombers

United States ships damaged:
•
•

Cargo ship Adhara (AK-71), by dive bombers
Oiler Tappahannock (AO-43), by dive bombers
WORLD WAR II

April 9, Friday: Festmusik für den Trumpetercorps der Stadt Wien by Richard Strauss was performed for the initial
time, from the tower of the Vienna Rathaus under the direction of the composer.
Allied (United States-Great Britain) forces took Kairovan (Qairouan), Tunisia.
The rank of Commodore, United States Navy was reestablished (our problem being, not enough brass).
Japanese planes again attacked in the Solomon Islands, sinking two ships.
Japanese Destroyer Isonami was sunk by US Submarine Tautog, (SS-199) off the Celebes, at 5 degrees
26 minutes South, 123 degrees 4 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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April 10, Saturday: Allied forces captured Sfax in Tunisia.
United States Submarine Triton (SS-201) disappeared in the Pacific Ocean.
WORLD WAR II
April 11, Sunday: South of Greenland, while escorting convoy ON-176, the British destroyer HMS Beverely (once the
USS Branch) was sunk by German Submarine U-188. Lieutenant-Commander R.A. Price and 139
crewmen158 died. (U-188 would be scuttled at Bordeaux on August 20th, 1944.)
WORLD WAR II

April 13, Tuesday: Lark for baritone and chorus by Aaron Copland to words of Taggard was performed for the initial
time, in the Museum of Modern Art, New York.
Germany announced the discovery of the bodies of 4,443 Polish officers at Katyn in the Soviet Union. During
the 1939 Russian invasion of Poland some 14,500 Polish officers had been captured and interned in three POW
camps in Russia (Kozielsk, Starobielsk, and Ostashkov). On this day the world received news about these
officers by way of a Radio Berlin allegation. According to the report –if you could credit it– the German Army
had been uncovering a number of mass graves in the Katyn Forest, northwest of Smolensk near the village of
Gneizdovo. Eight of these pits had been opened and 4,253 bodies had so far been found. Although all were in
Polish uniforms bearing badges of rank and medals, there were no watches or rings or other items of
commercial value (later we would learn that these had been NKVD executions). These were Polish officer
POWs from the camp on the grounds of a former monastery at Kozielsk near Orel. Two other such camps,
158. Notice that I am following a standard convention here. The officer in charge dies, he gets a name mention. Nobody else’s death
is of sufficient importance, and they can all remain a mere collectivity, yet another nameless mass of guys who have “given their
lives for their country.”
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Starobielsk and Ostashkov, had also been closed in April 1940. On April 13, 1990 the USSR would
acknowledge responsibility for these executions. In May 1992 in a wood near Kharkov, Russian private
investigators would uncover a mass grave containing 3,891 corpses of Polish officers from the camp at
Starobielsk in the Ukraine (this camp’s records show that it had contained 3,910). In June 1992, authorities
would uncover 30 mass graves at Miednoje, a hundred miles north-west of Moscow, containing the remains
of 6,287 Polish prisoners from the Ostashkov Island camp on Lake Seliguer (this camp’s records show that it
had contained 6,500). On October 14, 1992, Boris Yeltsin would hand over secret files on Katyn to Lech
Walesa. Before the massacre, 245 officers from the camp at Kozielsk, 79 from Starobielsk, and 124 from
Ostashkor had been transferred for no apparent reason to a camp at Pavlishchev Bor, a hundred miles northwest of Kozielsk, and these would be the only survivors of the Katyn massacre. In other parts of the Katyn
Forest, other graves would be being discovered containing the bodies of various Russian political prisoners
who had been being executed in pre-war days by the NKVD. It now seems that the Katyn Forest functioned
as the main execution site for the secret police of Iosef Vissarionovich Dzugashvili, known as “Stalin,” up to
the point at which they would install commercial paper-pulping equipment in the basement of their
headquarters in Moscow, that would enable them to transform human corpses into mere gray water to be
discharged innocently into the sewer system. (This is the origin of the term “liquidation,” as in “He must have
been liquidated by the secret police.”)
British troops took Enfida in Tunisia.
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The troop transport Timothy Pickering was bombed off Avola, Sicily and set afire. In all, 166 died: of the 128
British soldiers on board, 127 died, of a 23-man armed guard on board, 16 died, and of the 43 crewmen, 22
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died. The burnt-out hulk would need to be sent under by naval gunfire from a British destroyer.
WORLD WAR II
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April 15, Thursday: Dirge. In Memory of Thomas Wolfe for orchestra by Morton Feldman was performed for the
initial time, at the High School of Music and Art, New York.
Carrier Yorktown CV-10 was commissioned at Newport News, Virginia (this vessel was named for the
unfortunate Yorktown CV-5, a carrier which had sunk on June 7, 1942 after the Battle of Midway).
Italian Submarine Archimede was sunk by naval land-based aircraft (VP-83) off the coast of Brazil,
at 3 degrees 23 minutes South, 30 degrees 28 minutes West.
WORLD WAR II

April 17, Saturday: Stalin used accusations over the Katyn massacre to sever relations with the Polish government in
London.
German Submarine U-175 was sunk by US Coast Guard cutter Spencer (PG-36) in the North Atlantic, at 48
degrees 50 minutes North, 21 degrees 21 minutes West.
WORLD WAR II
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April 18, Sunday: Trois Chants op.98 for voice and orchestra by Florent Schmitt was performed for the initial time, in
Paris.
On this morning “Operation Vengeance” was put into effect, and Admiral Isoroku Yamamoto, Commander in
Chief of the Japanese Combined Fleet, was individually targeted and shot down over Bougainville in the
Solomon Islands.

Having broken the Japanese military code, the US forces had been able to determine the estimated time of
arrival of the flight of planes containing the admiral. It was known to be he who had planned the sneak attack
on the Pearl Harbor naval facility, of December 7th. 9:35AM was vengeance time. Vengeance was ours.
ROMANS 12:19 — Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but
rather give place to wrath: for it is written, Vengeance
is mine; I will repay, said the Lord.
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As the pair of Mitsubishi G4M-1 “Betty” medium bombers, escorted by six A6M “Zero” fighters, carrying the
admiral and his staff, approached Ballalae Island and as several additional fighter planes rose from nearby
Japanese airfields to greet and escort the admiral’s flight into Ballalae, a flight of 16 US Lockheed P-38G
Lightning fighters out of Henderson Field on Guadalcanal to the south, equipped with special long range drop
tanks, was lurking in wait and ready to pounce. Four of the US fighter planes had been designated to be the
killer aircraft that would shoot down the two Bettys, while the other dozen fighter planes had the task of
drawing away the escort of Zero fighters.
Admiral Yamamoto’s Betty crashed on Bougainville and all were killed. Chief of Staff Admiral Matome
Ugaki’s Betty crashed in the water just off the coast, with Admiral Matome as the sole survivor. In the aerial
dogfight, one of the American P-38s had been shot down. Captain Tom Lamphier and 1st Lieutenant Rex
Barber would argue for years in US court, over which one of them deserved military honors as the trigger man
who had brought down these two targeted Japanese staff planes.
WORLD WAR II
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April 19, Monday: Salute to Sydney, a fanfare for brass by Arnold Bax, was performed for the initial time, in a BBC
Overseas broadcast.
On this Passover day, Jews and Belgian resistance fighters attacked a trainload of deportees from Malines
Camp near Brussels. 220 were killed, but 150 manage to escape (this is the sole time in the entire course of the
war that a train carrying Jews to their deaths was thus intercepted). This was not only Passover, but also the
birthday of Führer Adolf Hitler, and therefore 2,000 German Waffen-SS with tank support entered the Warsaw
Ghetto to liquidate it and its 70,000 remaining Jews. They encountered desperate resistance, and the battle
would go on for 27 days — because the 1,500 resisters had at their disposal 17 rifles plus some Molotov
cocktails.
ANTISEMITISM
The submarine Scorpion (SS-278) laid mines off Kashima Nada, Japan.

The 7,464-ton Italian passenger ship SS Francesco Crispi, being used by the Italian Army as a troop transport
and enroute from Leghorn to Bastia in Corsica, was torpedoed by HMS Saracen off Punta Nere at 42 degrees
46 minutes North, 9 degrees 46 minutes East, and 800 died.
WORLD WAR II
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April 20, Tuesday: La Capitaine Fracasse, a film with music by Arthur Honegger, was shown for the initial time, in
Paris.
1,166 Jews were deported from the Netherlands to Auschwitz.
ANTISEMITISM
The Sidi-Bel-Abbes, a French steamship of 4,392 tons, was torpedoed near Oran about 10 miles north of the
Habibas Islands.

On board were some 1,130 Senegalese soldiers being transported from Casablanca to Oran.
611 died while 520 managed to float long enough to be picked up by British naval escorts.
The submarine Runner (SS-275) laid mines near Hong Kong.
WORLD WAR II
April 21, Wednesday: US Submarine Stingray (SS-186) laid mines near Wenchow, China.
WORLD WAR II
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April 22, Thursday: A federal court in New Delhi, India decided that the rule under which 8,000 Congress Party
members (including Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi and Jawaharlal Nehru) had been imprisoned had been
invalid.
Allied (Great Britain-United States) forces begin the final assault on the German and Italian defenders in
Tunisia.
The Japanese warned that captured American bomber crewmen would receive “One way tickets to hell.”
Japanese aircraft bombed the airfield at Funafuti in the Ellice Islands.
The United States Submarine Grenadier (SS-210) was sunk by enemy air attack and scuttling in the Straits of
Malacca.
WORLD WAR II
April 23, Friday: Paul Hindemith directed the first of several concerts of early music he would offer over the following
decade, at Yale University.
Japanese Patrol Boat #39 was sunk by US Submarine Seawolf (SS-197) off Formosa, at 23 degrees 45 minutes
North, 122 degrees 45 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
April 25, Sunday: The British had newly converted a number of vessels into what was being termed LCG-15 and LCG16 Landing Craft–Gun. The intent of this conversion was to enable them to engage enemy shore batteries
during the forthcoming beach landings in Sicily. Two of these devices had set out from the Belfast docks
toward Falmouth, England, with a total of 81 men aboard, but then the weather deteriorated and the seas
mounted. As they headed down the Welsh coast the wind was at gale force, and by the point at which they were
approaching the Naval Base at Milford Haven, the vessels were so full of seawater that they were barely afloat.
Seamen were being swept overboard and their bodies then pummeled against the cliffs. On the cliff tops,
hundreds of people gathered but were utterly unable to alter the tragedy. There would be only 3 survivors.
Today at Milford Haven there are 39 gravestones, as 39 of the bodies were sent back to their families for private
burial.
WORLD WAR II
April 26, Monday: The USSR broke diplomatic relations with the Polish government in London over allegations of
massacre of Polish officers in the Katyn Forest. Such an allegation could only be false because the Kremlin
would never ever even dream of committing such an act.
Task group of 3 cruiser and 6 destroyers (Rear Admiral C.H. McMorris) bombarded Japanese installations at
Attu, Aleutian Islands.
United States Naval Station, Mers el Kebir, Morocco, was established.
WORLD WAR II
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April 27, Tuesday: German Submarine U-174 was sunk by naval land-based aircraft (VB-125) in the North Atlantic,
at 43 degrees 35 minutes North, 56 degrees 18 minutes West.
WORLD WAR II
April 29, Thursday: Submarine Gato (SS-212) landed coast watchers at Teop Island, Solomon Islands, and evacuated
missionaries.
WORLD WAR II
April 30, Friday: US Submarine Gudgeon (SS-211) landed personnel and equipment on Panay, Philippine Islands.
US Submarine Snook (SS-279) laid mines off Saddle Island, China.
The Germans deported 2,000 Jews from Wlodawa, Poland. Upon arrival at the Sobibor concentration camp
they attacked their SS guards and the guards killed them all.
ANTISEMITISM
The United States Atlantic Fleet turned over responsibility for escorting the convoys between Halifax and
United Kingdom to British and Canadian naval forces.
WORLD WAR II

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

WORLD WAR II

WWII

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE
MAY 1943
May:

Lieutenant (Junior Grade) Richard Milhous “Nick” Nixon was posted to the Air Force, US Pacific Fleet. His
work would involve the construction of jungle airstrips. In the South Pacific, near one such airstrip, he would
set up a shack with a bar, offer alcoholic beverages, and initiate a house game of poker. By the time he would
leave this venue he would have accumulated some $10,000 in winnings.
Lumber production in upstate New York had declined 50% in a couple of years, due to wage competition from
other industries. During this spring and the following one, the wartime shortage of trucks would cause oldfashioned river drives of logs on the Boreas, Cedar, Hudson, Jessup, and Moose rivers and on West Canada
Creek of the Adirondack region. Although a ban on pleasure driving would prevent many New Yorkers who
owned summer cottages in the Adirondacks from vacationing there, the state Division of Commerce would
notice that guest attendance at resort hotels in the Adirondacks had gained 22% over the previous year —
because people were instead taking buses to such resorts. (US Senator James M. Mead would announce that a
four-lane superhighway was about to be put through the Adirondacks in order to develop them for war
production.)
WORLD WAR II

CHANGE IS ETERNITY, STASIS A FIGMENT

World War II

“Stack of the Artist of
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May 1, Saturday: Variations on a Theme of Rossini for cello and piano by Bohuslav Martinu was performed for the
initial time, in New York.
Anne Frank to her diary: “If I just think of how we live here, I usually come to the conclusion that it is a
paradise compared with how other Jews who are not in hiding must be living,”

Facing a strike by about 530,000 miners, President Franklin Delano Roosevelt ordered a government takeover
of all coal mines. Do you suppose you are going to mess around with an American war president?
On May Day a massive anti-German rally took place in Sofia. In response 700 people were arrested.
Don’t think you are going to mess around with the Nazis!
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The British India SN Company troop transport SS Erinpura (Captain P.V. Cotter), in convoy with 23
merchantmen and escorted by 11 destroyers, was bound for Malta when, some 30 miles north of Benghazi,
the convoy was intercepted by German bombers and torpedo aircraft.
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On board the Erinpura were 1,025 soldiers. A large bomb exploded in the hold and the ship sank in a matter
of minutes. 44 crewmembers, 3 gunners, and an unspecified number of soldiers died. On the same day near
the Tunisian coast, another troopship (name unknown) was also torpedoed and sunk. On board this other vessel
had been a number of soldiers from Basutoland serving with the British Eighth Army. 618 Basutos died.159
WORLD WAR II
May 2, Sunday: The United Mine Workers announced a 2-week truce in their threatened strike,
a truce during which an agreement was to be attempted.
United States Coast Guard Cutter 58012 exploded and sank off Manomet Point, Massachusetts.
WORLD WAR II

159. At a first order of approximation there seems to be a remarkable similarity between fighting at sea and feeding fish.
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May 3, Monday: William Schuman turns on his radio at home to hear news about the fighting in Tunisia. Instead, he
learns that he has won the first Pulitzer Prize in Music for his Secular Cantata no.2, A Free Song.
The first and fourth movements of American Melting Pot for chamber orchestra by Henry Cowell were
performed for the initial time, in Carnegie Chamber Hall, New York.
Harpalus, a song by Charles Ives to anonymous words, was performed for the initial time, at the YMCA
Assembly Hall in Houston.
American troops took Mateur, Tunisia, northwest of Tunis.
In Croatia, a final attempt to collect all Jews missed in earlier roundups took place. All those captured were
sent to Auschwitz.
ANTISEMITISM
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On the home front, meat rationing was ended, except in the case of select cuts.
WORLD WAR II
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May 7, Friday: Two of the Trois sonatines pour flûte seule op.184/2-3 by Charles Koechlin were performed for the
initial time, in the Ecole Normale de Musique, Paris.
American minelayers laid a minefield across the Blackett Strait of Kula Gulf in the Solomon Islands.
British forces entered Tunis while American troops captured Bizerte. The Allies took Tunisia.
WORLD WAR II
May 8, Saturday: In a talk to the Congress of Physics in Puebla, Mexico, Dr. Nabor Carrillo predicted that before the
end of the century Mexico City would sink into the earth.
British troops drove into the retreating German and Italian soldiers as they attempted to make a defensive stand
on Cape Bon, Tunisia. All elements of the Luftwaffe in North Africa were removed to Sicily.
German troops surrounded Jewish headquarters in the Warsaw ghetto. As they sealed the building and sent in
gas, the remaining 100 Jewish fighters inside killed each other and themselves.
ANTISEMITISM
Japanese Destroyers Kuroshiro, Oyashio, and Kagero were sunk by mines and aircraft in the Kula Gulf,
Solomon Islands
WORLD WAR II
May 10, Monday: Visions de l’Amen for two pianos by Olivier Messiaen was performed for the initial time, by
Yvonne Loriod and the composer, in the Gallerie Charpentier, Paris. It was Ms. Loriod’s first move up from
page-turner to musical collaborator with Messiaen. The invited audience contains the most important
luminaries of occupied Paris, including Francis Poulenc, Paul Valéry, Jean Cocteau, Roland-Manuel, Pierre
Boulez, and Christian Dior.
About 75 Warsaw ghetto fighters escaped through the sewers.
The National Library of Peru in Lima was destroyed by fire. Over 100,000 books and 40,000 manuscripts and
historical documents were lost.
Two United States naval vessels, the destroyer Macdonough (DD-351) and the light minelayer Sicard (DM21), collided near the Aleutian Islands at 54 degrees 34 minutes North, 173 degrees 58 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
May 11, Tuesday: American army troops went ashore on Attu, Aleutian Islands; the landing operation was covered by
naval forces under Rear Admiral T.C. Kinkaid and Rear Admiral F.W. Rockwell.
WORLD WAR II
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May 12, Wednesday: A suite from Alberto Ginastera’s unperformed ballet Estancia was performed for the initial time,
in Buenos Aires.
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt, British Prime Minister Winston Churchill, and the Combined Chiefs of
Staff began a lengthy meeting in Washington DC.
United States Advanced Amphibious Training Base, Bizerte, Tunisia, was established.
British planes added 1,000 tons of high explosives to Bochum and presumably that made a difference (in war
so many things are done on faith).
On this day and the following one, the 250,000 German and Italian troops remaining alive in North Africa
would be surrendering to the Allied armies.
US Submarine Steelhead (SS-280) laid mines off Erimo Saki, Japan. US Submarine Pickerel (SS-177) was
presumed to have been sunk somewhere in the Pacific Ocean.
WORLD WAR II
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May 13, Thursday: The last Axis troops evacuated from North Africa.
Italian Submarine Mocenigo was sunk by US Army aircraft at Cagliari, Sardinia.
WORLD WAR II

Cruisers and destroyers (Rear Admiral W.L. Ainsworth) bombarded the Japanese on Munda and Vila,
Solomon Islands, while minelayers laid mines across northwestern approaches to Kula Gulf.
Two United States naval vessels in the Pacific Ocean were damaged by accidental explosions:
•
•

Light cruiser Nashville (CL-43), Solomon Islands, 8 degrees 28 minutes South, 158 degrees
49 minutes East
Destroyer Nicholas (DD-449), Solomon Islands, 8 degrees 30 minutes South, 158 degrees 1 minute
East
TIMELINE OF ACCIDENTS
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May 14, Friday: The Australian hospital ship HMAS Centaur (3,222 tons) was sunk in 170 meters of water after being
set on fire at 4:10AM by a torpedo from Japanese submarine I-177 near Cape Moreton, off the Queensland
coast.

The Centaur had left Sydney harbor on its way to Port Moresby in New Guinea to pick up wounded from the
battles of Buna and Gona. The ship went down in about 3 minutes and 268 died, including 18 doctors, 11
nurses, 193 other medical personnel of the 2/12th Field Ambulance, and 30 crewmen. Of 12 nursing sisters on
board one would remain. Of the 332 on board there were a total of 64 floaters to be picked up by the American
destroyer USS Mugford. (Lieutenant-Commander Hajime Nakagawa of the I-177 would be classified as a war
criminal and would spend 4 years in Sugamo prison for incidents such as shooting at floaters from ships he
had torpedoed. In 1990, HMAS Centaur would be declared a Historic Wreck.)
Japanese troops captured Maungdaw, Burma, on the border with India.
German Submarine U-657 was sunk by naval land-based aircraft (VP-84) in the North Atlantic, at 60 degrees
10 minutes North, 31 degrees 52 minutes West.
WORLD WAR II
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May 15, Saturday: To celebrate the end of the battle for the Warsaw Ghetto, S.S. General Jürgen Stroop destroyed the
Tlomacki Synagogue. The Jews, with only small arms, had held off the S.S. infantry and tanks for five weeks,
in the sole armed and organized resistance by Jews to Nazi atrocities. In the battle, 300 Germans had been
killed in addition to 7,000 Jews. A further 7,000 Jews were transported to Treblinka while 42,000 were sent to
labor camps in the Lublin district. 10,000 Jews found refuge in Christian Warsaw, although a third of these
would later be discovered. For all this great stuff, General Stroop would be awarded the Iron Cross.
ANTISEMITISM

(On March 22, 1947 Stroop would be sentenced by an American court at Dachau and on September 8, 1951
he would, at the scene of his crime, be hanged.)
In Moscow, the Comintern was dissolved.
United States Naval Advanced Base and Naval Air Facility, Russell Islands, Solomon Islands, was established.
Naval Air Station, Adak, Aleutian Islands, was established.
German Submarine U-176 was sunk by naval land-based aircraft (VS-62), and Cuban submarine chaser 13 off
Cuba, at 23 degrees 21 minutes North, 80 degrees 18 minutes West
WORLD WAR II
May 16, Sunday: German dams were destroyed by the Royal Air Force’s 617 Squadron, in “Operation Chastise.”
Marco Nahon arrived at Auschwitz-Birkenau.
Jewish resistance in the Warsaw ghetto ended. Holding out in this heroic manner hadn’t done a thing for them
— as it wasn’t like the US Cavalry was about to charge over the hill with bugles blaring and flags waving to
rescue them!

READ THE FULL TEXT
In the 4-week period since the assault on the ghetto began on April 19, German SS and Gestapo units had killed
a total of 56,065. The operation had been commanded by SS Brigadier-General Stroop, who, in his report to
Führer Adolf Hitler, would write succinctly “The Jewish Ghetto in Warsaw no longer exists.” (On March 22,
1947 Stroop would be sentenced by an American court at Dachau and on September 8, 1951 he would, at the
scene of his crime, be hanged.)
ANTISEMITISM
German Submarine U-182 was sunk by US Destroyer Mackenzie (DD-614) west of the Madeira Islands,
at 33 degrees 55 minutes North, 20 degrees 35 minutes West.
WORLD WAR II
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May 16/17: The Royal Air Force’s “Dambusters” raid on the Ruhr.British bombers using “bouncing bombs” attacked
WORLD WAR II
the Möhne, Eder, and Sorpe dams which controlled the water level in the industrial Ruhr area. Two dams were
breached causing considerable damage and the deaths of 1,268 people, including 700 Soviets in a slave labor
camp. Almost like, but not exactly like, the following illustration:

May 17, Monday: German Submarine U-128 was sunk by naval land-based aircraft (VP-74) and destroyers Moffett
(DD-362) and Jouett (DD-396) off the coast of Brazil, at 10 degrees 0 minutes South, 35 degrees 35 minutes
West.
WORLD WAR II
The United States Army contracted with the University of Pennsylvania’s Moore School to develop the
ENIAC computer.
May 20, Thursday: The 10th Fleet, with headquarters in Washington DC, was established under Commander in Chief
United States Fleet (Admiral E.J. King) to control United States antisubmarine operations in the Atlantic.
WORLD WAR II
May 21, Friday: Italian submarine sunk: Gorgo, by destroyer Nields (DD-616), off Algeria, 36 degrees 1 minute North,
0 degrees 34 minutes West
WORLD WAR II
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May 22, Saturday: United States Advanced Amphibious Training Base, Tunis, Tunisia, was established.
The Presidium of the Executive Committee of the Third Communist International decided to dismantle itself.
German Submarine U-569 was sunk by aircraft (VC-9) from escort carrier Bogue (CVE-9) in the North
Atlantic, at 50 degrees 40 minutes North, 35 degrees 21 minutes West.
Admiral Dönitz suspended all German U-boat operations in the North Atlantic.
WORLD WAR II
May 23, Sunday: Ezra Pound was fulminating against usury:
The usury system does no nation ... any good whatsoever. It is
an internal peril to him who hath, and it can make no use of
nations in the play of international diplomacy save to breed
strife between them and use the worst as flails against the best.
It is the usurer’s game to hurl the savage against the civilized
opponent. The game is not pretty, it is not a very safe game.
It does no one any credit.
As far as the English were concerned, in Pound’s broadcasts aimed at the British Isles he was warning his
listeners that although Russian-style communist totalitarianism was a threat to British freedom, it was not the
biggest threat Britain faced:
You are threatened. You are threatened by the Russian methods
of administration. Those methods [are not] your sole danger. It
is, in fact, so far from being your sole danger that I have, in
over two years of talk over this radio, possibly never referred
to it before. Usury has gnawed into England since the days of
Elizabeth. First it was mortgages, mortgages on earls’ estates;
usury against the feudal nobility. Then there were attacks on
the common land, filchings of village common pasture. Then there
developed a usury system, an international usury system, from
Cromwell’s time, ever increasing.
In the end, Pound suggested, it would be the big money interests who would really win the war — not any
particular nation-state — and the foundation for future wars would be set in place: “The nomadic parasites will
shift out of London and into Manhattan. And this will be presented under a camouflage of national slogans. It
will be represented as an American victory. It will not be an American victory. The moment is serious. The
moment is also confusing. It is confusing because there are two sets of concurrent phenomena, namely, those
connected with fighting this war, and those which sow seeds for the next one.”
The original band setting of Commando March by Samuel Barber was performed for the initial time, in
Convention Hall at Atlantic City.
The battleship New Jersey (BB-62) was commissioned at Philadelphia.
United States naval vessels sunk by the Japanese:
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•
•

PT-boat tender Niagara (AGP-1), by horizontal bomber, Solomon Islands area, 11 degrees
0 minutes South, 163 degrees 0 minutes East
PT-165 and PT-173, by submarine torpedoes, off New Caledonia, 23 degrees 45 minutes South,
166 degrees 30 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

May 25, Tuesday: The aircraft carrier Bunker Hill (CV-17) was commissioned at Quincy, Massachusetts.
Digging began at and around the town of Vinnitsa in Russia, where there were many mass burials. Most of the
victims had been Kulaks, small landowners, and had made themselves “enemies of the people” by not
embracing enthusiastically enough the collectivization policies of Iosef Vissarionovich Dzugashvili, known as
“Stalin.” The killing had begun in about 1938 and had continued day and night until the day before the German
army had entered the town in 1941.
A German submarine was sunk:
•

U-467, by naval land-based aircraft (VP-84), 62 degrees 25 minutes North, 14 degrees 52 minutes
West
WORLD WAR II

May 26, Wednesday: After an outbreak of typhoid fever in their barracks, all 1,042 Romani currently residing at
Auschwitz were sent to the gas chambers.
The National Committee of the Resistance met for the initial time, in Paris. 14 Resistance leaders representing
eight groups formed a unified front under the leadership of Charles de Gaulle.
Meat rationing was introduced in Canada.
US Submarine Trout (SS-202) landed personnel, currency, and equipment on Basilan Island in the Philippines.
WORLD WAR II
May 27, Thursday: Naval Station, Coco Solo, Canal Zone, was established.
WORLD WAR II
May 28, Friday: An orchestral arrangement of four dance episodes from Aaron Copland’s ballet Rodeo was performed
for the initial time, in Boston. Only three of the episodes were performed.
Two flights amounting to 16 P-40s dive-bombed the railroad yards of Yoyang, China, and must certainly have
done some amount of damage, for which Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek must have been somewhat grateful.
WORLD WAR II
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May 29, Saturday: British bombers attacked Wuppertal, engulfing the center of the city in a firestorm. 2,450 civilians
were killed, and 118,000 made homeless.
Norman Rockwell’s “Rosie the Riveter” graced the cover of the Saturday Evening Post.
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Japanese forces on Kiska Island initiated a suicide charge. All but 29 were immediately shot down.

Over 3,000 people had to this point died in the campaign for the Aleutians.
Japanese Submarine RO-107 was sunk by submarine chaser SC-669 off the New Hebrides Islands, at 15
degrees 35 minutes South, 167 degrees 17 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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May 30, Sunday: Organized Japanese resistance ended on Attu in the Aleutian Islands.
Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek replaced Lin Sen as President of China.
Haupsturmführer Dr. Josef Mengele arrived at Auschwitz, where he would conduct bizarre and seemingly
pointless medical experiments, in particular on twins, dwarfs, giants, and other genetic anomalies. Seemingly,
he would be a constant presence on the ramp, participating in the selections. He would be responsible for
selections in the women’s camp and the German who in childhood had been called “Beppo” would in adult
life acquire the nickname “Angel of Death.”
WORLD WAR II

May 31, Monday: In East Los Angeles, the “Zoot Suit” riots (basically, between enlisted personnel stationed at
military bases in the area and on liberty, and local Mexican-American young men).
The US submarine Steelhead (SS-280) laid mines off Erimo Saki, Japan.
WORLD WAR II
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JUNE 1943
June:

Over the Bay of Biscay, Junker Ju 88s shot down a scheduled passenger flight, British Overseas Airways
Corporation Flight 777, a DC-3 with registration G-AGBB, resulting in 17 deaths including the actor Leslie
Howard. It is possible that the Germans were acting on inaccurate information that British Prime Minister
Winston Churchill was aboard.
The first of the volunteer conscientious-objector smoke jumpers were assigned to a camp in Missoula,
Montana.
WORLD WAR II

June 1, Tuesday: Los Angeles’s “zoot suit” riot was triggered by an assault on a white serviceman. TIME Magazine
would term this “the ugliest brand of mob action since the coolie race riot of the 1870s.”
A flight of 20 P-40s dive-bombed warehouses and railroad yards at Changanyi in China.
Ezra Pound used the bully pulpit offered him by his radio broadcast to suggest that the US could
constitutionally embrace a version of Italian corporatism: “You have not made use of the machinery provided
in the Constitution itself, to keep the American government modern.”
You could keep the Constitution, and under that Constitution
every state in the Union could reorganize its system of
representation. Any or every state could elect its Congressmen
on trade basis.... Any or every state could organize its
congressional representation on a corporate basis. Carpenters,
artisans, mechanics, could have one representative; writers,
doctors, and lawyers could have one representative.
You could perfectly legally and constitutionally divide up the
representatives of any or every state on the basis of trades and
professions and the life of that state, every man in it, would
gain representation in Congress; and Congress would take on an
honesty and reality no American in our time has dreamed of.
Present Congressmen are mostly so ignorant that some people have
thought it might be useful to have a bit of congressional
education. Insist on Congressmen being able to pass an exam in
at least some of the subject matters they are expected to vote
on ... I think the representation by trades and profession would
be a better way out, with, if you like, different exams for the
different trades and professions.
That could do no harm whatsoever. Man to represent steel
workers, to be able to show he knows the working of steel; miner
to know the workings of mines; professional to represent his
profession, really to represent his profession, the best
qualities, most acute knowledge of his profession. That would
certainly lead to efficiency. Health regulations would be
decided by someone who knew something about sanitation. Rules
for mining coal, rates per day, decided by someone who knows
coal don’t just crawl out of a mine, while somebody sits round
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playing pinochle....
WORLD WAR II
(Isn’t it interesting, that half a century after the defeat of Italy in this world war, the USA has indeed
constitutionally embrace a version of Fascist corporatism? Imagine this, we have embraced the agenda of Duce
Benito Mussolini without even once embracing Mussolini himself! The votes of individual citizens still govern
us — but these votes are entirely manipulable in accordance with the latest “free speech” TV spots purchased
with the latest “free speech” campaign donations from the biggest “free speech” lobbyists for the most
politically active “free speech” corporations in accordance with the Citizens United decision of the Supreme
Court!)
June 2, Wednesday: German forces launched several attacked on Kursk.
German Submarine U-521 was sunk by submarine chaser PC-565 off the coast of Virginia, at 37 degrees 43
minutes North, 73 degrees 16 minutes West.
WORLD WAR II
June 3, Thursday: 150 Jews were found hiding in a bunker under the ruins of the Warsaw Ghetto. The bunker was
destroyed.
Two Polish farmers, Stefan Kaczmarski and Stanislaw Stojka were shot by the Germans for hiding three Jews.
ANTISEMITISM
A French Committee of National Liberation was formed in Algiers to administer Free French affairs.
The Resistance destroyed more than 300 tons of tires at the Michelin factory in Clement-Ferrand.
Three days after a sailor had been badly injured in a brawl with a group of Hispanics, a mob of 60 white
servicemen exited the Los Angeles Naval Reserve Armory to bludgeon anybody caught in a “zoot suit.”
The first two victims, aged 12 and 13, were discovered watching a movie at the Carmen Theater. Continuing
through June 7th, white servicemen and civilians would roam the streets assaulting Hispanics and black
Americans.
WORLD WAR II
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt ordered striking coal miners in 18 states to return to work by June 7th.
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June 4, Friday: The submarine Silversides (SS-236) laid mines in Steffan Strait between New Hanover and New
Ireland.
The military of Argentina took control, replacing President Ramón S. Castillo Barrionuevo with Arturo
Rawson Corvalán (US Secretary of the Navy Frank Knox hailed this coup).
The United Mine Workers called of its strike in 18 states.
In Alaska, Kermit Roosevelt committed suicide by shooting himself in the head.
United States Submarine Chaser PC-496 was sunk by a mine at 37 degrees 23 minutes North, 9 degrees
52 minutes West.
WORLD WAR II
June 5, Saturday: Michael Tippett’s cantata Boyhood’s End for tenor and piano to words of Hudson was performed for
the initial time, at Morley College, London, by Peter Pears and Benjamin Britten.
The slave labor camp at Minsk Mazowiecki, near Warsaw, was closed down and all 150 Jewish workers were
shot.
ANTISEMITISM
German Submarine U-217 was sunk by a VC-9 aircraft from escort carrier Bogue (CVE-9) in the mid-Atlantic,
at 30 degrees 18 minutes North, 42 degrees 50 minutes West.
WORLD WAR II
June 6, Sunday: Two works by Dmitri Shostakovich were performed for the initial time, in the Moscow Conservatory
Malyi Hall: Piano Sonata no.2 op.61 and Six Romances on Verses by British Poets op.62 for voice and piano
to words of Raleigh, Burns and Shakespeare (translated by Pasternak and Marshak). The composer was at the
keyboard for both works.
The Germans liquidated the ghetto in Rohatyn, Poland. 2,000 residents were removed while a few escaped.
New President Arturo Rawson of Argentina dissolved the congress.
WORLD WAR II
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June 7, Monday: 1,000 race rioters in Los Angeles invaded theaters, streetcars, and homes, stripping and beating
Hispanics. Police did little to quell this violence except take some 600 Hispanics into custody.
Reports from China would allege that in western Hupei in the South Yangtze region, the Japanese 11th Army
covered a withdrawal from the area around Moshih by the use of a cloud of poison gas.
René Hardy, a member of the French Resistance, was arrested by the Gestapo (tortured by Klaus Barbie, he
would provide enough information to lead them to Jean Moulin at Caluire and then Moulin would die under
torture on July 8th).
Pedro Pablo Ramírez Machuca replaced Arturo Rawson Corvalán as President of the military government of
Argentina.
WORLD WAR II
June 8, Tuesday: Japanese Battleship Mutsu was destroyed by an accidental magazine explosion in Hashirajima
anchorage, killing 1,121.
800 Jews were deported from Thessaloniki to Auschwitz.
ANTISEMITISM
Naval Air Facility, Attu, Aleutian Islands, was established.
WORLD WAR II
June 9, Wednesday: In Los Angeles, the “Zoot-Suit” riots were in full swing. These suits were unpatriotic, for they
used unnecessary amounts of cloth. Gangs of white servicemen roamed the streets, bars, and cinemas, and
when they found a Hispanic male or a black male all dressed up to the nines, they would strip him down to his
underwear and beat him. Sometimes they would then urinate on his suit. The police could do little, except
protect such persons of color by taking them into custody.
A flight of 6 P-40s damaged a railroad bridge at Puchi, China and strafed nearby railroad yards.
WORLD WAR II
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June 10, Thursday: The Primavera Quintet for flute, violin, viola, cello and harp op.156 by Charles Koechlin was
performed for the initial time, privately, in Paris.
Hungarian native Laszlo Biro patented the ball point pen in Argentina (Biro had gone to Argentina fleeing the
Nazis).
Issuance of the “pointblank” directive to improve Allied bombing accuracy.
Germans wounded and almost captured Yugoslav resistance leader Josip Broz “Tito.”
George Smith Patton, Jr., promoted to a temporary battlefield rank of Lieutenant General, was given the
command of Seventh Army. On this day his soldiers landed along the southern coast of Sicily.
Japanese submarine I-9 was sunk by submarine chaser PC-487 in the vicinity of the Aleutian Islands area,
53 degrees 16 minutes North, 174 degrees 24 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
June 11, Friday: The skilled German swordsman Heinrich Himmler ordered the liquidation of all Jewish ghettos in
Poland.
ANTISEMITISM

Skilled Swordsmen
Saint Ignatius Loyola

President Harry S Truman

Michel Angelo

General George Patton

Sir Walter Raleigh

Heinrich Himmler

René Descartes

Hermann Göring

John Milton

Juan Péron

George Frederick Handel

Francisco Franco

Johann Wolfgang von Goethe

Benito Mussolini

Karl Marx

Oswald Mosley

Sir Richard Burton

Reinhard Heydrich

Aleksandr Pushkin
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British forces invaded and captured the Italian island of Pantelleria with no casualties and took 11,000
prisoners.
United States Patrol Torpedo Boat PT-22 was damaged in a storm near Adakwere in the Aleutian Islands, and
beached and abandoned.
WORLD WAR II
June 12, Saturday: US Submarine Trout (SS-202) landed personnel and supplies on Mindanao in the Philippine
Islands.
After an intense bombardment, the Italian garrison on Lampedusa surrendered to the Allies.
The Alcan Highway opened, connecting Dawson Creek, British Columbia with Fairbanks, Alaska.
United States Submarine R-12 sank mysteriously off Key West, Florida
German Submarine U-118 was sunk by VC-9 aircraft from escort carrier Bogue (CVE-9) in the mid-Atlantic,
at 30 degrees 49 minutes North, 33 degrees 49 minutes West.
WORLD WAR II
June 13, Sunday: The 165-foot US Coast Guard cutter Escanaba (PG-77) was escorting a convoy to Newfoundland
when at 5:10AM it was torpedoed by a German submarine and sank off Ivigtut, Greenland, 60 degrees 50
minutes North, 52 degrees 0 minutes West in just over 3 minutes. 103 died. There were 2 floaters.
The Italian garrison on Linosa Island surrendered.
Japanese Submarine I-31 was sunk by US Destroyer Frazier (DD-607) in the Aleutian Islands, at 52 degrees
8 minutes North, 177 degrees 38 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
June 14, Monday: The Congress of Racial Equality (CORE) was founded, by James Farmer and George Houser.
The Italian garrison on Lampione Island surrendered.
WORLD WAR II
June 15, Tuesday: German authorities begin attempts to cover up their atrocities. Near Lvov, Jewish slave laborers
were taken to sites of killings to dig up bodies and burn them.
WORLD WAR II
ANTISEMITISM
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June 16, Wednesday: Passacaglia and Fugue op.34 for band by Wallingford Riegger was performed for the initial
time, in New York City.
Berlin was declared free of Jews.
ANTISEMITISM
Martial law was declared in Beaumont, Texas after race riots killed two and injured eleven.
Japanese aircraft attacked US ships at Guadalcanal, Solomon Islands and a large number of these attackers
were shot down. The following United States naval vessels were damaged by dive bombers:
•
•

LST340, 9 degrees 26 minutes South, 160 degrees 5 minutes East
Cargo ship Celeno (AK-76), 9 degrees 24 minutes South, 160 degrees 2 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

June 17, Thursday: The 8,131-ton passenger/cargo liner SS Yoma, of the British and Burmese Steam
Navigation Company, was serving in the Mediterranean as an auxiliary transport and was in convoy with
the SS Amarapoora, Pegu, Kemmendine, and Sagaing enroute from Sfax to Alexandria when sunk by Uboat U81 near Derna. On board were 1,670 soldiers of whom 451 died. Captain George Patterson and 32
crewmen also died.160

160. At a first order of approximation there seems to be a remarkable similarity between fighting at sea and feeding fish.
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United States naval vessel sunk: Submarine chaser SC-740, by grounding, 15 degrees 32 minutes South,
147 degrees 6 minutes East
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United States naval vessels damaged: LST6 and LST326, by collision, North African area, 37 degrees 18
minutes North, 9 degrees 51 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
June 18, Friday: Nazi propaganda minister Joseph Goebbels addressed a memorial meeting for the innocents
slaughtered by Allied bombers in an attack on Wuppertal, Germany.
WORLD WAR II

IN VORDERSTER REIHE
June 19, Saturday: During the night B-24s had been bombing Nauru in the Gilbert Islands.
A 20-year-old Jewish refugee from Bavaria, Heinz Alfred Kissinger, became a US citizen in New York using
the name Henry Kissinger.
Le capitaine fracasse, a film with music by Arthur Honegger, was performed for the initial time, in Paris.
WORLD WAR II
June 20, Sunday: British planes bombed Friedrichshafen and, unknown to them, destroyed the V2 assembly factory.
An earthquake centered around the town of Adapazari, southeast of Istanbul, killed more than 1,000.
5,550 Jews were rounded up in Amsterdam for transport east.
The Ternopol ghetto was liquidated.
ANTISEMITISM
German Submarine U-388 was sunk by a naval land-based aircraft (VP-84) in the North Atlantic, at 57 degrees
36 minutes North, 31 degrees 20 minutes West.
WORLD WAR II
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June 21, Monday: Michael Tippett, after having been found guilty of failing to comply with the conditions of
registration (conscription), was taken to Wormwood Scrubs handcuffed to an army deserter. His neighbors in
prison were a rapist and a murderer. Years later, Tippett’s mother would describe the day as “her proudest
moment” and the composer himself would state that he felt he had “come home.”
Violin Sonata by Francis Poulenc was performed for the initial time, in the Salle Gaveau, Paris, with the
composer himself at the keyboard.
A fight between a black man and a white man on Belle Isle Bridge, Detroit escalated when white mobs invaded
black districts intent on revenge. Blacks responded by hurling missiles at the whites from windows. The
national guard was called out and a curfew imposed. In all 34 were killed, 700 injured, and 600 arrested.
The 4th Raider Battalion of US Marines, and US Army troops, landed at Segi Point, the southern tip of New
Georgia, in the Solomon Islands.
WORLD WAR II
June 22, Tuesday: An orchestral arrangement of four dance episodes from Aaron Copland’s ballet Rodeo was
performed completely for the initial time, in New York.
1,300 people (85% of them black) remain under arrest in Detroit from last night’s race riot. 34 detainees
(all of them black) would be sentenced to 90-day terms.
American troops (all of them white) landed on Woodlark Island in the Trobriand group off Papua.
United States Submarine Chaser SC-751 became grounded and sank at 21 degrees 56 minutes South,
113 degrees 53 minutes East.
United States Landing Ship – Tanks LST33 and LST387 were damaged by submarine torpedoes off
North Africa, at 36 degrees 59 minutes North, 4 degrees 2 minutes East.
Japanese Submarine I-7 was sunk by US Destroyer Monaghan (DD-354) near the Aleutian Islands,
at 51 degrees 49 minutes North, 177 degrees 20 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
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June 23, Wednesday: Incidental music to Kron’s play Detailed Reconnaissance by Aram Khachaturian was performed
for the initial time, in Moscow.
Prelude and Fugue for strings op.29 by Benjamin Britten was performed for the initial time, in Wigmore Hall,
London.
American troops land on Kiriwina Island in the Trobriand group off Papua.
Elections in Ireland resulted in gains by smaller parties at the expense of the ruling Fianna Fáil and official
opposition Fine Gael. Fianna Fáil would constitute a minority government.
United States Cargo Ships Aludra (AK-72) and Deimos (AK-78) were sunk by Japanese submarine torpedoes
in the Solomon Islands, at 11 degrees 26 minutes South, 162 degrees 1 minute East.
WORLD WAR II

June 24, Thursday: Symphony no.5 by Ralph Vaughan Williams was performed for the initial time, at the Royal Albert
Hall, London, under the baton of the composer.
United States naval vessel damaged: Tug YT-211, by storm, North African area, 33 degrees 38 minutes North,
7 degrees 32 minutes West
German submarine sunk: U-200, by naval land-based aircraft (VP-84), North Atlantic area, 59 degrees
0 minutes North, 26 degrees 18 minutes West
WORLD WAR II
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June 25, Friday: The Resistance blew up a German locomotive works near Lille.
WORLD WAR II
2,000 Jews were deported from Czestachowa, Poland to Auschwitz. Some armed resistance was offered but
was quickly overwhelmed.
ANTISEMITISM
June 26, Saturday: Milos Trifunovic replaced Slobodan Jovanovic as prime minister of the Yugoslav government-inexile.
WORLD WAR II
June 27, Sunday: United States naval vessel sunk: Salvage vessel Redwing (ARS-4), by underwater explosion, North
African area, 37 degrees 19 minutes North, 9 degrees 55 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
June 28, Monday: Chansons villageoises for voice and piano by Francis Poulenc to words of Frombeure was
performed for the initial time, in the Salle Gaveau of Paris, with the composer himself at the keyboard.
Heinrich Himmler visited Peenemunde to witness the first test of an A-4. The rocket fell back nearby, taking
out three aircraft (a later test would be somewhat more successful, with the rocket travelling 142 miles out to
sea).
GERMANY
WORLD WAR II
June 29, Tuesday: Naval Auxiliary Air Facility, Shemya, Alaska, was established.
WORLD WAR II
June 30, Wednesday: La vita è sogno, an opera by Gian Francesco Malipiero to his own words after Calderón, was
performed for the initial time, in the Opernhaus of Breslau.
In San Francisco, Gene Krupa was found guilty of using a minor to transport marijuana (he would be sentenced
to one to six years in prison).
Elimination of the “CCC” Civilian Conservation Corps.
Confusion over blackout warning signals in Ticonderoga, New York resulted in air raid wardens, auxiliary
firemen, and police officers being called out in error.
Beginning shortly before midnight on 29 June, 4 cruisers and 4 destroyers (Rear Admiral A.S. Merrill)

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

WORLD WAR II

WWII

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE
bombarded Vila-Stanmore on Kolombangara and Buin-Shortland, Bougainville, Solomon Islands; mines were
laid of Shortland Harbor, Bougainville.
Third Fleet Amphibious Force (Rear Admiral R.K. Turner) supported by land-based aircraft (Vice Admiral
A.W. Fitch) landed US Marines and Army troops on Rendova and other islands in the New Georgia area,
Solomon Islands.
Naval vessels on hand (all types)...18,493
Personnel:
•
•
•
•

Navy........1,741,750
Marine Corps.....310,994
Coast Guard......154,976
Total personnel...2,207,720

United States Attack Transport Mccawley (APA-4) was damaged by Japanese submarine torpedo and sunk by
United States Motor Torpedo Boat near New Georgia, Solomon Islands, at 8 degrees 25 minutes South,
157 degrees 28 minutes West. United States Coast Guard Cutter #83421 was sunk by collision en route to
Miami, Florida. United States naval vessels damaged:
•
•

High speed minesweeper Zane (DMS-14), by grounding, Solomon Islands area, 8 degrees
30 minutes South, 157 degrees 25 minutes East
Submarine chaser SC-1330, by collision with Coast Guard cutter, en route to Miami, Florida
WORLD WAR II
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JULY 1943
July 1, Thursday: All Jews in Greater Germany were ordered to immediately surrender to the Gestapo.
ANTISEMITISM
Institution of the “WAC” Women’s Army Corps.
US Submarine Gar (SS-206) landed certain personnel on south coast of Timor, Netherlands East Indies.
United States Operating Base, Espiritu Santo, New Hebrides, was established.
Japanese Submarine RO-101 was sunk by US Destroyer Radford (DD-446) in the Solomon Islands, at 8
degrees 39 minutes South, 157 degrees 35 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
July 2, Friday: Japanese cruiser, destroyers, and aircraft attacked Rendova, Solomon Islands.
United States naval vessels lost:
•

PT-153 and PT-158, by grounding, Solomon Islands area, 8 degrees 20 minutes South, 157 degrees
15 minutes East, beached and abandoned
WORLD WAR II

July 3, Saturday: American troops landed at Zanana, east of Munda, New Georgia.
Allied forces began air attacks on Sicily and Sardinia.
WORLD WAR II

Our national birthday, the 4th of July, Sunday: At the annual Independence Day observance by the Oldest
Inhabitants of the District of Columbia Society held in the Old Union Engine Fire House in Washington DC,
John Clagett Proctor read an original poem.
CELEBRATING OUR B-DAY
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General Wladyslaw Sikorski, president of the Polish government-in-exile, was killed in a plane crash near
Gibraltar.
United States Destroyer Wilkes (DD-441) was damaged by grounding in North African waters, at 37 degrees
18 minutes North, 9 degrees 51 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
July 5, Monday: Under Heinrich Himmler’s orders, the Sobibor extermination camp became a mere concentration
camp.
ANTISEMITISM
At 1:10AM the Red Army opened up with an artillery barrage and at 3:30AM the German army began its final
offensive against the Kursk salient. This would become the largest tank battle in this history of human warfare
and a perpetual inspiration for generations of war-game hobbyists. Combined forces equalled 2,000,000 men,
6,000 tanks, and 5,000 planes.
Cruisers and destroyers (Rear Admiral W.L. Ainsworth) bombarded Vila, Kolombangara, and Bairoko Harbor,
New Georgia, Solomon Islands.
An Allied invasion fleet set sail for Sicily.
US Marines and Army troops landed at Rice Anchorage, New Georgia, Solomon Islands.
United States Destroyer Strong (DD-467) was sunk by a Japanese submarine torpedo in the Solomon Islands,
at 8 degrees 5 minutes South, 157 degrees 15 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
July 6, Tuesday: At Kursk, the Germans who were still alive gained 10 kilometers in the north, 16 kilometers in the
south.
Cruiser and destroyer task group (Rear Admiral R.C. Giffen) bombarded Kiska, Aleutian Islands.
Battle of Kula Gulf was fought in the darkness 10 miles north of Kolombangara in New Georgia, 7 degrees
46 minutes South, 157 degrees 11 minutes East as a task group consisting of 3 cruisers and 4 destroyers (Rear
Admiral W.L. Ainsworth) engaged 10 Japanese destroyers carrying troops and supplies to Kolombangara,
Solomon Islands. The 13,327-ton American light cruiser USS Helena (CL-50) was struck by 3 torpedoes from
Japanese destroyers. It jackknifed and sank. 186 died.161
702 floaters were picked up by other US warships. (Many of them would later serve on the USS Houston.)
Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Destroyer Niizuki, by naval gunfire, Kula Gulf, Solomon Islands area
Destroyer Nagatsuki, grounded and abandoned, Kula Gulf, Solomon Islands area
WORLD WAR II
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“A victory described in detail is indistinguishable
from a defeat.”
— Jean-Paul Sartre

July 7, Wednesday: In a speech at Gambir, Batavia (Jakarta), Prime Minister Hideki Tojo of Japan promised limited
self-government for the Indonesians.
The German advance at Kursk was slowed to a crawl in the north (they almost achieved a breakthrough in the
south, but the Soviets held the line).
German Submarine U-951 was sunk by US Army aircraft in the eastern Atlantic, at 37 degrees 40 minutes
North, 15 degrees 30 minutes West.
WORLD WAR II
July 8, Thursday: Naval aircraft bombed Vila, Kolombangara, Solomon Islands.
German submarine sunk: U-232, by Army aircraft, off Portugal, 40 degrees 37 minutes North, 13 degrees 41
minutes West
WORLD WAR II
July 9, Friday: US destroyers bombarded Munda, New Georgia, Solomon Islands against strong Japanese resistance.
The US submarine Thresher (SS-200) landed personnel, stores, and ammunition on the west coast of Negros,
Philippine Islands.
German submarine sunk: U-590, by naval land-based aircraft (VP-94), mouth of Amazon River, Brazil, 3
degrees 22 minutes North, 48 degrees 38 minutes West
WORLD WAR II
161. At a first order of approximation there seems to be a remarkable similarity between fighting at sea and feeding fish.
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July 9/10: Many massacres of prisoners of war would be being committed by the 45th “Thunderbird” Division of the
American army. At Comise airfield, a truckload of German prisoners would be machine-gunned as they
climbed down on to the tarmac in preparation for being air-lifted out of Sicily. Later that day, 60 Italian
prisoners would be slaughtered in the same manner. (On April 29, 1945 during the liberation of the Dachau
concentration camp, units of this 45th “Thunderbird” Division would commit further atrocities.)
Off the coast of Sicily, a lone Stuka dive-bomber came screaming down at the American destroyer USS
Maddox and struck its #5 gun turret. The magazine detonated and the rear of the ship shattered. In a couple of
minutes the ship went under stern-first, taking with it 210 crewmen who had been inside its walls. There were
74 floaters to be picked up by a nearby tug.
WORLD WAR II
July 10, Saturday: The first nuclear experiment began at Los Alamos, beginning its function as a research laboratory.
ATOM BOMB
The German offensive at Kursk ground to a halt in the north while the southern front continued to make slow
progress.
At dawn the Allies invaded Sicily, in “Operation Husky.” Troops landed along the South coast under cover of
naval gunfire and aircraft. The overall commander was General Dwight David “Ike” Eisenhower, USA and
the naval commander was Admiral of the Fleet Sir Andrew Cunningham, RN. Western Naval Task Force (Vice
Admiral H.K. Hewitt, USN) landed the United States 7th Army (Lieutenant General George Smith Patton,
USA), and Eastern Naval Task Force (Vice Admiral Sir Bertram Ramsay, RN) landed the British 8th Army
(British General Sir B.L. Montgomery). Naval gunfire continued to support the forces ashore throughout the
Sicilian campaign.
(At some point during Operation Husky –although you will not find an account of this plainly listed in many
of the records of the engagement– we would shoot down one of our own planes with “friendly fire,” killing
319 US paratroopers and airmen.)
Americans captured Gela, Licata, and Vittoria while British troops took Siracusa. United States naval vessels
sunk, Sicily landings:
•
•
•

Destroyer Maddox (DD-622), by dive bomber, 36 degrees 52 minutes North, 13 degrees 56 minutes
East
LST313, by horizontal bomber, 37 degrees 1 degree North, 13 degrees 55 minutes East
Minesweeper Sentinel (AM-113), by dive bomber, 37 degrees 6 minutes North, 13 degrees
55 minutes East

United States naval vessels damaged, Sicily landings:
•
•
•

Destroyer Roe (DD-418) and Swanson (DD-443), by collision, 37 degrees 3 minutes North,
13 degrees 36 minutes East
Attack transport William P. Biddle (APA-8), and LST-382 by collision, 36 degrees 41 minutes
North, 14 degrees 23 minutes East
LST345 and submarine chaser PC-621, by collision, 37 degrees 2 minutes North, 14 degrees 15
minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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July 11, Sunday: United States cruiser and destroyer gunfire stopped a German tank attack on landing beaches near
Gela, Sicily. An assault was made on the inoffensive village of Piano Lupo. British troops took Palazzolo while
a German counterattack on Gela was repulsed by the Americans.
United States naval vessels lost:
•

LST158, damaged by horizontal bomber, Licata, Sicily, beached and abandoned, 37 degrees
5 minutes North, 13 degrees 55 minutes East

United States naval vessels damaged, Sicily landings:
•
•

Attack transport Barnett (APA-5), and transport Orizaba (AP-24), by horizontal bombers,
37degrees 2 minutes North, 14 degrees 15 minutes East
Transport Monrovia, (AP-54), by dive bomber, 37 degrees 2 minutes North, 14 degrees 15 minutes
East
WORLD WAR II

July 12, Monday: Christie McVie, Fleetwood Mac rocker (“Got A Hold on Me”), was born on Henry Thoreau’s
birthday.
There was a tank battle at Prochorowka in the battle for Kursk, south of the city, in which the Russians beat
the Germans and about 12,000 were killed. One of the sides lost some 300 tanks, the other somewhat more.
British forces captured Lentini and Augusta, Sicily.
Germans killed all 200 citizens of Michniow, Poland.
Cruisers and destroyers under Rear Admiral A.S. Merrill bombarded Munda, New Georgia, Solomon Islands.
German Submarine U-506 was sunk by US Army aircraft near Portugal, at 42 degrees 30 minutes North,
16 degrees 30 minutes West.
Japanese Submarine I-25 was sunk by US Destroyer Taylor (DD-468) in the Solomon Islands, at 8 degrees
0 minutes South, 157 degrees 19 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
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July 13, Tuesday: In an interview broadcast over KFAC Los Angeles, Leopold Stokowski termed Duke Ellington “one
of America’s outstanding artists.”
Stanislaw Mikolajczyk replaced Wladyslaw Sikorski as president of the Polish government-in-exile.
Germans executed 48 residents of Sikory Tomkowieta near Bialystok for non-delivery of the agricultural
produce required of each village.
The Battle of Kolombangara was fought in the darkness off Kolombangara, Solomon Islands, as a task force,
consisting of 3 cruisers and 10 destroyers (Rear Admiral W. L. Ainsworth), engaged a Japanese cruiser and 5
destroyers escorting destroyer transports. One United States destroyer was sunk; two United States cruisers,
one New Zealand cruiser and two United States destroyers were damaged. One Japanese cruiser was sunk.
United States Naval Advanced Base, Gela, Sicily, was established.
United States naval vessel sunk:
•

Destroyer Gwin (DD-433), damaged by destroyer torpedo, Battle of Kolombangara, Solomon
Islands, and scuttled by United States forces, 7 degrees 41 minutes South, 157 degrees 27 minutes
East

United States naval vessels damaged, Battle of Kolombangara, Solomon Islands:
•
•
•

Light cruiser Honolulu (CL-48), by destroyer torpedo, 7 degrees 31 minutes South, 157 degrees
19 minutes East
Light cruiser ST Louis (CL-49), by destroyer torpedo, 7 degrees 37 minutes South, 157 degrees
16 minutes East
Destroyers Woodworth (DD-460), and Buchanan (DD-484), by collision, 7 degrees 40 minutes
South, 157degrees 14 minutes East

Japanese naval vessel sunk:
•

Light cruiser Jintsu, by cruiser gunfire and destroyer torpedo, Battle of Kolombangara, Solomon
Islands, 7 degrees 38 minutes South, 157 degrees 6 minutes East

Japanese submarine sunk:
•

U-487, by aircraft (VC-13) from escort carrier Core (CVE-13), North Atlantic area, 27 degrees
15 minutes North, 34 degrees 18 minutes West
WORLD WAR II

July 14, Wednesday: Americans captured Biscani airfield and Niscemi, Sicily while the British captured Vizzini.
At Buttera airfield in Sicily, US Captain John Travers Compton lined up dozens of Italian prisoners against a
wall and machine-gunned them (Compton would plead that he was only obeying orders and be acquitted of
murder, and would then go to the front and die in action). On the same day, US Sergeant Horace T. West used
his Thompson submachine gun to mow down dozens of Italian and German prisoners he was guarding near
Gela in Sicily (West would be convicted of murder, stripped of rank, and sentenced to life in military prison;
after a year he would be dishonorably discharged at the rank of private, and would live to the age of 84 years
and die in Arizona on September 24, 1994).
General George Smith Patton, Jr.’s criminal impulse had been to cover this up “as it would make a stink in the
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press and also would make the civilians mad. Anyhow, they are dead, so nothing can be done about it.”
His subordinate General Omar Bradley had to his great credit refused, however, to obey that unlawful order to
create a coverup story, that the prisoners had been shot while trying to run away or something like that.
The first Soviet war crimes trial opened in Krasnodar with Allied reporters in attendance. As the facts of the
German occupation of the USSR become known, the western public began to learn the scale of Nazi atrocities.
Free-French administrations took over in Guadeloupe, Martinique, Saint-Martin and Saint Barthelemy.
US destroyers bombarded Kiska in the Aleutian Islands (bombardment would be repeated on July 15th).
Naval Operating Base, Adak, Aleutian Islands, was established.
United States Light Cruiser Brooklyn (CL-40) was damaged by a mine near Sicily, at 36 degrees 57 minutes
North, 14 degrees 6 minutes East.
German Submarine U-160 was sunk by aircraft (VC-29) from escort carrier Santee (CVE-29) south of the
Azores Islands, at 33 degrees 45 minutes North, 27 degrees 13 minutes West.
WORLD WAR II
July 15, Thursday: The US submarine Narwhal (SS-167) shelled the airfield on Matsuwa Island in the Kurile Islands.
United States naval vessel damaged: Minesweeper Staff (AM-114), by mine, Sicilian area, 37 degrees 17
minutes North, 13 degrees 30 minutes East
German submarines sunk:
•

U-159, by naval land-based aircraft (VP-32), Caribbean area, 15 degrees 58 minutes North,
73 degrees 44 minutes West
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•

U-509, by aircraft (VC-29) from escort carrier Santee (CVE-29), south of Azores Islands,
34 degrees 2 minutes North, 26 degrees 2 minutes West
WORLD WAR II

July 16, Friday: Alegrias, a ballet by Roberto Gerhard to his own story, was performed for the initial time, in Theatre
Royal, Birmingham.
Canadian forces captured Caltagirone, Sicily.
German forces began to withdraw from Kursk.
German Submarine U-67 was sunk by aircraft (VC-13) from Escort Carrier Core (CVE-13) in the midAtlantic, at 30 degrees 5 minutes North, 44 degrees 17 minutes West.
WORLD WAR II
July 17, Saturday: Two Madrigals for chorus to words of Thomas and Hopkins were performed for the initial time, at
Morley College in London (the composer, Michael Tippett, happened at that time to be in residence at the
Wormwood Scrubs prison).
Americans captured Agrigento and Porto Empedocle on the island of Sicily in the Mediterranean.
Naval and Army aircraft attacked Japanese shipping at Buin, Bougainville, Solomon Islands. The Japanese
Destroyer Hatsuyuki was sunk by US naval land-based aircraft in that vicinity.
WORLD WAR II
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July 18, Sunday: 200 Jewish slave laborers were killed in Miedzyrec Podlaski, Poland.
ANTISEMITISM
US Naval and Army aircraft attacked the Buin-Kahile area, Bougainville, Solomon Islands.
United States Landing Ship – Tank LST342 was sunk by a Japanese submarine torpedo in the Solomon Islands,
at 9 degrees 3 minutes South, 158 degrees 11 minutes East.
US Naval Airship K-74 was shot down by a German submarine in the Florida Straits (this would be the only
US naval airship lost to enemy action).
American troops captured Caltanisetta, Sicily while the Canadians took Valguarnerna. United States
Submarine Chaser PC-562 was damaged by a mine in the vicinity of Sicily, at 37 degrees 10 minutes North,
12 degrees 35 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
July 19, Monday: For the 1st time the Allies dropped bombs on Rome. They did try to be careful.
Pius XII would protest this to President Franklin Delano Roosevelt but of course it would be beneath the
dignity of the American president to make any response to the Pope.
German Submarine U-513 was sunk by naval land-based aircraft (VP-74) off Brazil, at 27 degrees 17 minutes
South, 47 degrees 32 minutes West.
WORLD WAR II
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July 19/20: The Japanese troop transport IJN Kiyonami, the one which had helped in sinking the USS Gwin, was
rescuing the crew of a sinking destroyer, the IJN Yugure, 40 miles northwest of Kolombangra, when it was
spotted and sunk by American B-25 bombers. 468 died. There were to be no survivors either from the Yugure
or from the Kiyonami.
WORLD WAR II
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July 20, Tuesday: 500 Jewish slave laborers were killed in Czestochowa, Poland.
ANTISEMITISM
Soviet troops captured Mtsensk, northeast of Orel.
American troops captured Menfi on the island of Sicily in the Mediterranean, while the Canadians took Enna.
Land-based aircraft attack Japanese ships south of Choiseul Island, Solomon Islands; two enemy destroyers
were sunk.
United States naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Submarine Runner (SS-275), Pacific Ocean area, reported as presumed lost
PT-166, by strafing, Solomon Islands area, 8 degrees 15 minutes South, 156 degrees 53 minutes
East

Japanese naval vessels sunk: Destroyers Kiyonami and Yugure, by Naval and Army aircraft, off Vella Lavella,
Solomon Islands
German submarine sunk: U-588, by Army aircraft, Bay of Biscay, 45 degrees 10 minutes North, 9 degrees 42
minutes West
WORLD WAR II
July 21, Wednesday: The Red Army captured Bolkhov, north of Orel.
Americans took Aorleone and Castelvetrano, Sicily.
German submarine sunk: U-662, by naval land-based aircraft (VP-94), mouth of Amazon River, Brazil, 3
degrees 36 minutes North, 48 degrees 46 minutes West
WORLD WAR II
July 22, Thursday: Cutting off 50,000 Italian soldiers, the American forces under acting Lieutenant General George
Smith Patton, Jr. captured Palermo, Sicily.
A naval task force consisting of 2 battleships, 5 cruisers, and 9 destroyers under Rear Admirals R.C. Giffen
and R.M. Griffin bombarded the Kiska area in the Aleutian Islands.
The Japanese seaplane tender Nisshin was sunk by naval land-based aircraft off the island of New Georgia in
the Solomon Islands, 6 degrees 33 minutes South, 156 degrees 10 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
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July 23, Friday: By this date, Soviet forces had restored their line to that previous to the July 5 German offensive.
American troops captured Trapani and Marsala on the western end of Sicily.
Patrol Squadron 63, the first United States naval aircraft squadron to operate from the United Kingdom, arrived
in South Wales for antisubmarine patrol duty in the Bay of Biscay.
German submarines sunk:
•
•
•

U-527, by aircraft (VC-9) from escort carrier Bogue (CVE-9), south of Azores Islands, 35 degrees
25 minutes North, 27 degrees 56 minutes West
U-613, by destroyer Badger (DD-126), south of Azores Islands, 35 degrees 32 minutes North,
28 degrees 36 minutes West
U-598, by naval land-based aircraft (VB-107), off Brazil, 4 degrees 5 minutes South, 33 degrees
23 minutes West
WORLD WAR II

July 24, Saturday: American troops captured Cefalu, Sicily. The Fascist Grand Council asks King Vittorio Emmanuele
to assume “effective command” of the Italian armed forces.
In “Operation Gomorrah,” Air Marshall Arthur Harris ordered further Royal Air Force bombing of Hamburg.
2,300 tons of high explosives would eliminate 1,500 German civilians — which would be what, approximately
a ton and a half per fatality?

The US submarine Tinosa fired a total of fifteen proximity-fused torpedoes at one of Japan’s largest tankers,
the Tonan Maru that was carrying petroleum to the island of Truck, and managed to hit it eleven times.
Ten of the eleven hits did not result in explosions, because of the Mark 14 proximity fuses provided by
the Naval Torpedo Station, Newport, Rhode Island. The Japanese tanker did not sink.
The main reason why the Mark 14 went so seriously wrong was that
the torpedo station, short on budget and long on optimism,
barely tested it. The few tests they ran were not of production
weapons under simulated wartime conditions. In all the years of
development before the war the Newport Torpedo Station fired a
grand total of two armed torpedoes at a vessel, which was moored
at the time.... Before the Mark 14 torpedo failures, the Newport
Torpedo Station was the country’s only torpedo development
center, which is just the way Rhode Island politicians wanted
it; but after the war the station was shut down and then razed
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for hotels and condominiums.
MARY DYER
GOAT ISLAND

German Submarine U-622 was sunk by US Army aircraft, off Norway, at 63 degrees 27 minutes North, 10
degrees 23 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
July 25, Sunday: In Italy, the Gran Consiglio del Fascismo withdrew its support of Prime Minister Benito Mussolini.
King Vittorio Emanuele III dismissed him and he was placed under arrest and power passed to the Maresciallo
d’Italia, General Pietro Badoglio. The Fascist party was dissolved. After a broadcast concert by the NBC
Symphony Orchestra in New York, an announcement of Mussolini’s fall was made in the hall and over the
radio. The conductor, Arturo Toscanini, came back on stage, folded his hands, and looked upward, seemingly
giving thanks to God. The audience responded with loud demonstrations of support and glee. Posters would
appear on the sign boards of La Scala in Milan: “Evviva Toscanini,” “Ritorni Toscanini.”
Destroyers and aircraft struck Japanese positions at Munda, Solomon Islands.
WORLD WAR II
July 25/26: With the arrest of Duce Benito Mussolini, Marshal Pietro Badoglio took over the Italian government.
WORLD WAR II
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July 26, Monday: Marshal Badoglio declared martial law in Italy and began negotiations with the Allies.
A federal grand jury in Washington indicted eight American expatriates, including Ezra Pound, for treason,
on account of their pro-fascist broadcasts from Axis countries.
United States Destroyer Mayrant (DD-402) was damaged by a horizontal bomber near Palermo, Sicily, at 38
degrees 16 minutes North, 13 degrees 20 minutes East.
Germany Submarine U-759 was sunk by naval land-based aircraft (VP-32) in the Caribbean, at 18 degrees 6
minutes North, 75 degrees 0 minutes West.
WORLD WAR II
July 27, Tuesday: Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Submarine I-24, by submarine Scamp (SS-277), off Admiralty Islands, 2 degrees 50 minutes South,
149 degrees 1 minute East
Minelayer Hirashima, by submarine Sawfish (SS-276), off Kyushu, Japan, 32 degrees 32 minutes
North, 127 degrees 41 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

July 28, Wednesday: The Japanese completed evacuation of Kiska, Aleutian Islands, without detection by United
States forces.
Japanese naval vessels sunk: Destroyers Ariake and Mikazuki, by Army bombers, New Britain area
German submarines sunk:
•
•

U-359, by naval land-based aircraft (VP-32), West Indies area, 15 degrees 57 minutes North,
68 degrees 30 minutes West
U-404, by United States Army and British aircraft, Bay of Biscay, 45 degrees 53 minutes North,
9 degrees 23 minutes West
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United States Naval Operating Base, Palermo, Sicily was established.
As more of “Operation Gomorrah,” Royal Air Force bombers dropped 2,326 tons of high explosives upon
Hamburg and managed to achieve, for the 1st time, a “firestorm” with hurricane-force winds capable even of
toppling trees. In eight hours of conflagration 35,000 residential buildings over 2,100 hectares of city surface
were destroyed and 42,000 civilians incinerated — more German civilian deaths in a single night in this single
municipality than the grand total of all civilian deaths over the entirety of the British Isles during the entire
Blitz! Wow, what an enormous accomplishment! Downtown vengeance bigtime! Almost like but not exactly
like the following illustration:162
WORLD WAR II

July 29, Thursday: An Overture in F for orchestra by Hugo Weisgall was performed for the initial time, in Albert Hall,
London, directed by the composer.
British planes returned and bombed the suburbs of Hamburg, killing an additional 800 people.
United States Advanced Amphibious Training Base, Appledore, England, was established.
WORLD WAR II
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July 30, Friday: Italian troops in the Egadi Islands west of Sicily surrendered to Americans.
Thousands of people attacked the Cellari jail in Milan and liberated about 200 political prisoners (police
disobeyed orders to fire upon them).
The explosion-powered ejector seat was first tested in Sweden, in a Saab automobile.
A German submarine succeeded in laying some mines off the entrance to Chesapeake Bay.
Three German submarines were sunk:
•
•

U-591, by naval land-based aircraft (VB-127), off Brazil, 8 degrees 36 minutes South, 34 degrees
34 minutes West
U-43, by aircraft (VC-29) from escort carrier Santee (CVE-29), mid-Atlantic area, 34 degrees
57 minutes North, 35 degrees 11 minutes West

162. Freeman J. Dyson would report later that:
“For a week after I arrived at the ORS [Operational Research Section of the British Royal Air Force’s Bomber
Command, in a forest in Buckinghamshire], the attacks on Hamburg continued. The second, on July 27, raised
a firestorm that devastated the central part of the city and killed about 40,000 people.

We succeeded in raising firestorms only twice, once in Hamburg and once more in Dresden in 1945, where
between 25,000 and 60,000 people perished (the numbers are still debated). The Germans had good air raid
shelters and warning systems and did what they were told. As a result, only a few thousand people were killed
in a typical major attack. But when there was a firestorm, people were asphyxiated or roasted inside their shelters, and the number killed was more than 10 times greater. Every time Bomber Command attacked a city,
we were trying to raise a firestorm, but we never learnt why we so seldom succeeded. Probably a firestorm
could happen only when three things occurred together: first, a high concentration of old buildings at the target site; second, an attack with a high density of incendiary bombs in the target’s central area; and, third, an
atmospheric instability. When the combination of these three things was just right, the flames and the winds
produced a blazing hurricane. The same thing happened one night in Tokyo in March 1945 and once more at
Hiroshima the following August. The Tokyo firestorm was the biggest, killing perhaps 100,000 people.”
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•

U-375, by submarine chaser PC-624, off Tunisia, 36 degrees 40 minutes North, 12 degrees
28 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

July 31, Saturday: American forces captured Santo Stefano, Sicily.
The submarine Guardfish (SS-217) landed a survey party on the west coast of the island of Bougainville in the
Solomon Islands.
The submarine Grayling (S-209) landed supplies and equipment at Pucio Point, Panay, Philippine Islands.
German submarine sunk: U-199, by naval land-based aircraft (VP-74) and Brazilian aircraft, off Rio de
Janeiro, Brazil, 23 degrees 54 minutes South, 42 degrees 54 minutes West
WORLD WAR II
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AUGUST 1943
In a civil defense exercise 2 squadrons of planes released 400 paper “bombs” over Warrensburg, New York.
Hey, everybody, do your part, watch out for the paper bombs.
WORLD WAR II
August 1, Sunday: When an African-American soldier was shot by a white policeman, and an African-American
woman arrested at the Hotel Braddock in New York City, a 3-day riot consumed West Harlem. There would
be five deaths, 500 injuries, 500 arrests, and $5,000,000 worth of property damage.
American B-24 Liberator bombers from Benghazi destroyed 40% of the oil refinery capability of Ploieşti,
Romania (54 out of 177 bombers were lost during this raid). Hey, finally, a legitimate military target rather
than endless mere terrorization of civilians!
Army aircraft initiated daily bombings of Kiska, Aleutian Islands.
Naval Station, Roosevelt Roads, Puerto Rico, was established.
United States naval vessels:
•
•
•
•
•

PT-117, by dive bomber, Solomon Islands area, 8 degrees 24 minutes South, 157 degrees
19 minutes East (beached and abandoned)
PT-164, by horizontal bomber, Solomon Islands area, 8 degrees 25 minutes South, 157 degrees
20 minutes East (sunk)
Minesweeper Skill (AM-115), by horizontal bomber, in the vicinity of Sicily (damaged)
Submarine Mingo (SS-261) bombarded Sorol Island, Caroline Islands
Motor torpedo boats attacked Japanese destroyers near Rendova, Solomon Islands

As Japanese military administration was withdrawn, Burma (Myanmar) declared itself independent (its new
self-government immediately declared war upon Great Britain and upon the United States of America).
When President Lin Sen of China died in Chungking he was replaced ad interim by Generalissimo Chiang Kaishek.
Italy repealed all the anti-Jewish regulations of the previous government. 12,000 Jews under detention were
immediately released.
WORLD WAR II
ANTISEMITISM
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August 2, Monday: The Jewish slave laborers at Treblinka death camp revolted. More than 500 of the 700 of them
were killed immediately by S.S. and Ukranian guards, but in the process about 150 escaped. Of these, many
would get hunted down but others would manage to get away, often through the courageous assistance of
Polish civilians.
ANTISEMITISM
During this month the New York Times would make a passing mention of the fact that the death toll of
European Jews stood already at some 3,000,000 persons and was still rising (this incidental factoid did not
seem to have much, if anything, to do with the war).
Canadian troops captured Regalbuto, Sicily.
A naval task groups consisting of 2 battleships, 5 cruisers, and 9 destroyers (Rear Admirals H.F. Kingman and
W.D. Baker) bombarded Kiska, Aleutian Islands. Kiska would be bombarded 10 times between this date and
15 August, although it is entirely unclear what it was supposed that such a bombardment would accomplish.
United States Patrol Torpedo Boat PT-109 sank after a collision with an enemy destroyer in the Solomon
Islands, at 8 degrees 3 minutes South, 156 degrees 58 minutes East (the skipper of this PT boat was John
Fitzgerald Kennedy).
Japanese Torpedo Boats #112 and #113 were sunk by US Army aircraft near Lae, New Guinea.
German Submarine U-706 was sunk by US Army aircraft in the eastern Atlantic, at 46 degrees 15 minutes
North, 10 degrees 25 minutes West.
WORLD WAR II
August 3, Tuesday: Soviet forces attacked the German salient around Kharkov.
This day ended the series of air raids on Hamburg known as “Operation Gomorrah.” During the attacks,
firestorms were created causing winds as high as 240 kilometers per hour and temperatures that reached 800°
and incinerated everything. Approximately 70,000 people, almost all civilians, had been killed, and 2,400
hectares had been reduced to cinders and rubble.
Thousands of people in most northern Italian cities demonstrated for peace. Arrests and injuries resulted, of
course.
German submarine sunk: U-572, by naval land-based aircraft (VP-205), north of Dutch Guiana, 11 degrees 33
minutes North, 54 degrees 5 minutes West
Italian submarine sunk: Argento, by destroyer Buck (DD-420), off Tunisia, 36 degrees 52 minutes North, 12
degrees 8 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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August 4, Wednesday: Anne Frank to her diary: “Quickly into dressing gown, soap in one hand, pottie, hairpins, pants,
curlers, and cotton wool in the other, I hurry out of the bathroom; but usually I’m called back once for the
various hairs which decorate the washbasin in graceful curves, but which are not approved of by the next
person.”

The Red Army entered Orel.
United States naval vessel damaged: Destroyer Shubrick (DD-639), by dive bomber, Sicilian area, 38 degrees
6 minutes North, 13 degrees 20 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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August 5, Thursday: Soviet troops retook Belgorod, north of Kharkov.
British forces captured Catania and Paterno, Sicily.
Pierre Schaeffer joined the Comité de Libération de la Radio in Paris. In and around Paris he would set up five
radio transmitters .
Munda, New Georgia, Solomon Islands, fell to the US Army.
The WAFS and the WFTD were consolidated as the WASPs (Women’s Air Force Service Pilots).
Solomon Islanders coastwatchers Biuku Gasa and Eroni Kumana, in a dugout canoe, came upon castaways
John Fitzgerald Kennedy and his PT-boat crew.
United States Gunboat Plymouth (PG-57) was sunk by submarine torpedo, at 36 degrees 17 minutes North, 74
degrees 29 minutes West.
WORLD WAR II
August 6, Friday: Battle of Vella Gulf, off Kolombangara, Solomon Islands, 7 degrees 50 minutes South, 156 degrees
47 minutes East, was joined shortly before midnight. Four Japanese destroyers attempting to bring troops and
supplies to Kolombangara Island of the Solomon Islands, were attacked by six destroyers (Commander F.
Moosbrugger). Three destroyers were sunk (the Kawakaze, and then in the early minutes of August 7th, the
Hagikaze and Arashi) and one damaged, while the US force remained intact. 1,500 people were killed.
Soviet troops took Zolochev, northwest of Kharkov.
American forces captured Troina, Sicily. United States Landing Ship – Tank LST3 was damaged by a
horizontal bomber in the vicinity of Sicily, at 38 degrees 1 minutes North, 14 degrees 20 minutes East
German Submarine U-615 was sunk by naval land-based aircraft (VB-130, VP-204, VP-205) and Army
aircraft in the Caribbean, at 12 degrees 38 minutes North, 64 degrees 15 minutes West.
The Liberty Ship Fort Halkett (named in honor of Canada’s John Wedderburn Halkett), with a load of military
cargo delivered to the coast of Algeria, that had sailed toward Rio de Janeiro, in the South Atlantic east of
Recife and southeast of Pernambuco, was intercepted by German Submarine U-185 and torpedoed with the
loss of its crew of 29.

WORLD WAR II
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August 7, Saturday: British troops took Adrano in Sicily.
German Submarine U-117 was sunk by aircraft (VC-1) from escort carrier Card (CVE-11) in the North
Atlantic, at 39 degrees 32 minutes North, 38 degrees 21 minutes West.
WORLD WAR II
August 8, Sunday: Prelude and Allegro for organ and strings by Walter Piston was performed for the initial time over
the airwaves of CBS Radio.
British forces captured Bronte and Acireale.
United States Patrol Torpedo Boat PT-113 was grounded and abandoned in the vicinity of eastern New Guinea,
at 9 degrees 12 minutes South,146 degrees 29 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
August 9, Monday: German submarine U-664 was sunk by aircraft (VC-1) from escort carrier Card (CVE-11) in the
North Atlantic area, 40 degrees 12 minutes North, 37 degrees 29 minutes West.
Hundreds were arrested in a march on the Aga Khan’s villa in Poona in which Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi
had been imprisoned. They were protesting on the anniversary of his arrest.
Danish prime minister Scavenius refused a German demand that saboteurs be tried in German courts.
American forces captured Cesaro, Sicily.
WORLD WAR II
August 10, Tuesday: Bozidar Puric replaced Milos Trifunovic as prime minister of the Yugoslav government-in-exile.
American forces reached Cape Orlando on the north coast of Sicily. United States Landing Ship – Tank
LST318 had been damaged by a dive bomber on the previous day in the vicinity of Sicily, at 38 degrees
4 minutes North, 14 degrees 30 minutes East. On this day it was beached and abandoned.
United States Salvage Vessel Brant (ARS-32) was damaged by friendly gunfire in the vicinity of Sicily, at
36 degrees 49 minutes North, 13 degrees 27 minutes East.
TIMELINE OF ACCIDENTS

WORLD WAR II
August 11, Wednesday: Concerto for horn and orchestra no.2 by Richard Strauss was performed for the initial time, in
Salzburg.
Red Army troops cut the Poltava-Kharkov railroad west of Kharkov.
German submarines sunk:
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•
•

U-525, by aircraft (VC-1) from escort carrier CARD (CVE-11), North Atlantic area, 41 degrees
29 minutes North, 38 degrees 55 minutes West
U-604, damaged by naval land-based aircraft (VB-129 and VP-107) and destroyer Moffett
(DD-362), South Atlantic area, 5 degrees 0 minutes South, 20 degrees 0 minutes West; scuttled
WORLD WAR II

August 12, Thursday: Flemish Farm, a film with music by Ralph Vaughan Williams, was shown for the initial time, in
the Leicester Square Theater, London.
Soviet troops took Chuguyev, southeast of Kharkov.
German forces found arms hidden in Kuklesi, Greece. They shot ten civilians and torched their village.
United States Submarine Chaser SC-526 was grounded and lost in the vicinity of Sicily, at 38 degrees 1
minutes North, 13 degrees 27 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II

August 12-17: The German Army evacuated the island of Sicily.
WORLD WAR II
August 13, Friday: Piano Sonata no.3 op.22 by Vincent Persichetti was performed for the initial time, in Colorado
Springs, by the composer.
Japanese aircraft attacked shipping at Guadalcanal in the Solomon Islands.
Rome was declared to be an “open city.”
Soviet troops took Spas-Demensk, southeast of Smolensk.
American and British forces captured Randazzo, Sicily.
In the first air raid over Austria, American planes bombed Wiener Neustadt.
Argentina claimed Antarctica between 25° W and 74° W.
United States Attack Transport John Penn (APA-23) was sunk by aircraft in the vicinity of Guadalcanal,
Solomon Islands, at 9 degrees 23 minutes South, 160 degrees 30 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
August 14, Saturday: In Paramythia-Parga region of Greece, 80 partisans were killed in punishment for the death of
one German soldier.
Over the last two weeks, approximately 1,000 labor leaders had been arrested in Argentina as part of the
military government’s crackdown, on “communists.”
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Japanese Auxiliary Submarine Chaser #109 was sunk by US Submarine Finback (SS-230) on the east coast of
the Celebes, at 3 degrees 1 minute South, 125 degrees 50 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
August 15, Sunday: Soviet troops took Karachev, southeast of Bryansk.
British forces captured Taormina, Sicily.
34,000 American and Canadian troops landed on Kiska to discover that the island had been abandoned by the
Japanese.
3rd Amphibious Force (Rear Admiral T.S. Wilkinson) landed Naval, Marine, and Army personnel at Vella
Lavella, Solomon Islands. This landing by-passed enemy position on Kolombangara, Solomon Islands. Naval
task force under Commander North Pacific Force (Vice Admiral T.C. Kinkaid) landed United States Army and
Canadian troops at Kiska, Aleutian Islands. Kiska was found to have been evacuated by the Japanese.
WORLD WAR II
August 16, Monday: Soviet troops captured Zhidra, northeast of Bryansk.
The aircraft carrier Intrepid (CV-11) was commissioned at Newport News, Virginia.
At 2AM, the Gestapo surrounded the Bialystok ghetto. At 3AM, the S.S. troops entered the ghetto, occupying
important buildings. 31,000 Bialystok Jews were sent to Treblinka and Majdanek despite exhortations by some
to attempt escape. These young resistors burned enclosing walls and returned fire on the Germans. They would
hold out until August 20th, with some escaping. The city was emptied of Jews.
ANTISEMITISM
While 16 miles off Bone, Algeria, the US freighter Benjamin Contee received an aerial torpedo which fell
among its cargo of 1,800 Italian POWs. 264 of the Italians died and 142 were injured. None of the ship’s crew
or British guards, however, were lost, and the ship would not sink. The ship would be able to reach port and
still offload most of its cargo of prisoners, and then it would be repaired and would be able to return to service
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— an incident of at least relative innocence, in the middle of a war not marked by a whole lot of innocence.
WORLD WAR II
Acting Lieutenant General George Smith Patton, Jr. led his American troops into Messina before the British
general, Montgomery, had a chance to participate — how’s that, you feckless Limey girly-girls? Patton would
then be precluded from higher command upon the recognition of what he had been up to — that he had been
slapping the wounded but only for their own good. Henceforward the Allied high command would be able to
“use” him only by way of his extreme reputation, as a “secret weapon” (our intent was to deceive the German
high command into supposing that this extreme warrior had dropped out of sight not due to personal disgrace,
but because he was preparing an aggressive armored spearhead aimed directly at the Pas de Calais area of
France, and thus induce them to mis-position defensive divisions).
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August 17, Tuesday: During an Allied air raid on Milan, the auditorium of Teatro alla Scala was destroyed by a bomb,
but the stage remained intact.
British planes bombed Peenemünde, deliberately targeting the estate housing the scientists and engineers.
130 people were killed. Bombs also destroy the living quarters of the slave laborers, killing 600 of them.

American daylight air raids on Regensburg and Schweinfurt in Germany. 65 bombers were shot down.
1,167 people died. Almost like, but not exactly like, the following illustration:

The US Army entered Messina, terminating the Allied (United States-Great Britain-Canada) conquest of
Sicily.198,158 people had lost their lives. Lipari Island and Stromboli Island, north of Sicily, surrendered to
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United States destroyer and PT boats, securing for our side a continuing supply of vital wartime capers.

Portugal agreed to grant bases in the Azores to Great Britain.
Joint Statement of the Quebec Conference, August 17-24, 1943:

READ THE FULL TEXT
United States Destroyers Waller (DD-466) and Philip (DD-498) collided in the vicinity of the Solomon Islands
area, with collateral damage, at 8 degrees 11 minutes South, 156 degrees 43 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
August 18, Wednesday: On his 50th birthday, the BBC broadcasts a 30-minute special program on Ernest MacMillan,
whom they termed “one of the ten outstanding musicians of the empire.”
The last shipment of Jews from Thessaloniki arrived in Auschwitz — since March 5th, 48,533 had been
processed.
ANTISEMITISM
United States cruiser and destroyer force shelled Gioia Taura and Palmi on the Italian mainland.
Task group composed of 4 destroyers (Captain T.J. Ryan) engaged 4 Japanese destroyers escorting landing
barges north of Vella Lavella, Solomon Islands.
United States Advanced Amphibious Training Base, St. Mawes, Cornwall, England, was established.
United States naval vessel sunk:
•

LST396, by accidental explosion, Solomon Islands area, 8 degrees 18 minutes South, 156 degrees
55 minutes East
TIMELINE OF ACCIDENTS

United States naval vessel damaged:
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•

Destroyer Abner Read (DD-526), by mine, Aleutian area, 52 degrees 1 minute North, 177 degrees
26 minutes East

Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•

Auxiliary submarine chasers Numbers 5 and 12, by surface craft, Vella Lavella Island, Solomon
Islands area
WORLD WAR II

August 19, Thursday: Luftwaffe Chief of Staff General Hans Jeschonnek killed himself after being criticized about the
raids on Peenemünde and Schweinfurt.
Prime Minister Winston Churchill and President Franklin Delano Roosevelt met at Québec.
Japanese Submarine I-17 was sunk by naval land-based aircraft (VS-57), and by a New Zealand naval vessel,
off eastern Australia, at 23 degrees 26 minutes South, 166 degrees 50 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
August 20, Friday: United States Naval Base, Rosneath, Scotland, was reestablished.
WORLD WAR II
August 21, Saturday: After serving 2 months of a 3-month sentence for refusing to perform national service in lieu of
military duty, Michael Tippett was released from Wormwood Scrubs.
Parliamentary elections in Australia resulted in an increased majority for the ruling Labour Party.
WORLD WAR II
August 23, Monday: The Soviet Army recaptured Kharkov.
700 British bombers attacked Berlin. 1,269 Berliners died.
The submarine Grayling (SS-209) delivered supplies to Panay, Philippine Islands.
United States naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Submarine chasers SC-694 and SC-696, by dive bombers, Sicilian area, 38 degrees 8 minutes
North, 13 degrees 22 minutes East
Coastal minesweeper Crow (AMC-20), by erratic running United States aircraft torpedo,
Puget Sound, Washington
WORLD WAR II
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August 24, Tuesday: Simone Weil died of TB and starvation. The body would be interred in Ashford, Kent.
Raymond Deiss, the Paris music publisher who used his establishment to publish the first Resistance
newspaper, Pantagruel, was executed by the Germans in Cologne.
Leonard Bernstein’s cycle for voice and piano I Hate Music to his own words, was performed for the initial
time, at Lenox, Massachusetts, one day before the composer’s 25th birthday.
In Germany, Heinrich Himmler replaced Wilhelm Frick as Reichminister of the Interior. Otto Frisch was
appointed Protector of Bohemia and Moravia.
7 B-24s and 6 B-25s, escorted by 22 P-40s and P-38s, bombed airfields at Hankow and Wuchang in China;
4 B-24s were lost but, allegedly, 24 enemy interceptors were shot down.
The campaign for New Georgia in the Solomon Islands ended as Army troops occupied Bairoko Harbor.
The conference in Québec attended by President Franklin Delano Roosevelt and representatives of Britain and
China, in session since August 17th, ended.

READ THE FULL TEXT
German submarines sunk:
•
•

U-84, by aircraft (VC-13) from escort carrier Core (CVE-13), mid-Atlantic area, 27 degrees
9 minutes North, 37 degrees 3 minutes West
U-185, by aircraft (VC-13) from escort carrier Core (CVE-13), mid-Atlantic area, 27 degrees
0 minutes North, 37 degrees 6 minutes West
WORLD WAR II

August 25, Wednesday: Leonard Bernstein met the new music director of the New York Philharmonic, Artur
Rodzinski, at his summer home in Stockbridge, Massachusetts. Rodzinski told Bernstein that last year he had
seen him conduct the Tanglewood student orchestra and had been so impressed, that he now offered Bernstein
the post of assistant conductor in New York. this was Bernstein’s 25th birthday.
American troops wiped out the last Japanese resistance on New Georgia at Bairoko.
Soviet troops captured Akhtyrka, northwest of Kharkov.
The Belgian government-in-exile recognized the French Committee of National Liberation in Algiers.
United States naval vessels damaged:
•

Light minelayers Montgomery (DM-17) and Preble (DM-20), by collision, Solomon Islands area,
9 degrees 1 minute South, 159 degrees 50 minutes East

Japanese submarine sunk:
•

Submarine I-178, by destroyer Patterson (DD-392), South Pacific area, 12 degrees 57 minutes
South, 164 degrees 23 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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August 27, Friday: Marines and Seabees occupied Nukufetau, Ellice Islands.
Army troops were landed on Arundel Island, Solomon Islands.
German Submarine U-847 was sunk by aircraft (VC-1) from escort carrier Card (CVE-11), in the midAtlantic, at 28 degrees 19 minutes North, 37 degrees 59 minutes West.
Oxford University scientists announced the discovery of a new substance that was 100 times more effective
than sulfa drugs in killing bacteria. This would be termed penicillin.
China and 7 Latin American countries recognized the French Committee of National Liberation in Algiers.
Soviet troops took Sevsk, south of Byansk.
185 American bombers struck the rocket launch site at Eperclecques on the Channel coast.
In the presence of Soviet, British and American officers, Yugoslav partisans held their 1st national assembly,
in Jajce.
Kurt Weill took the oath to become a citizen of the United States, in New York.
Henry Cowell’s dance music Chinese Partisan Fighter, to a scenario by Chen, was performed for the initial
time, in Redlands, California.
WORLD WAR II
August 28, Saturday: The Germans presented an ultimatum to the Danish government. Strikes and meetings must end.
Curfews, press censorship and the death penalty for harboring arms and sabotage must be introduced. King
Christian and his government refused the ultimatum.
King Boris III of Bulgaria died in Sofia, officially from a heart attack but conspiracy theories abound. He was
succeeded by his six-year-old son Simeon II. Bogdan Dimitrov Filov was named regent.
Marines occupied Nanumea, Ellice Islands.
Marine Corps dive bombers sank Japanese Destroyer Asagiri off Santa Isabel, Solomon Islands, damaged two
others, and prevented enemy reinforcements from landing on Guadalcanal, Solomon Islands.
Japanese Submarine I-123 was sunk by light minelayer Gamble (DM-15), Solomon Islands area, near
Guadalcanal.
German submarine U-94 was sunk by naval land-based aircraft (VP-92) and HMCS Oakville in the Caribbean
at 17 degrees 40 minutes North, 74 degrees 30 minutes West.
WORLD WAR II
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August 31, Tuesday: The Red Army took Glukhov and Rylsk, west of Kursk.
613 British planes bombed Berlin. 420 people died as a result of the raid.
Carrier task force (Rear Admiral C.A. Pownall) bombed Marcus Island.
WORLD WAR II
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SEPTEMBER 1943
September: The draft board was on the lookout for anything that would enable them not to classify Friend John R.
Kellam as a 4E conscientious objector. But, it would seem, the draft board was not all of one mind:

They didn’t want to have a conscientious objector in their list.
This is when I saw, in Baltimore, John H. Skeen, at the hearing
in September 1943. He took notes all during this hearing and
then he sent me a copy of his notes, his own transcript of his
notes. He wouldn’t have been encouraged to do anything other
than what he was legally bound to do because they weren’t
supposed to give any registrant any more advantage against the
government than necessary.
WORLD WAR II
September: To ease wartime food shortages, New York had lifted restrictions on trapping beaver in 13 northern
counties. The quality of hunting ammunition had fallen off to the point at which state conservation officials
had become concerned that during this deer season the deer hunters will fail to kill the animals, which also
would be needed to supplement the wartime food supply.
WORLD WAR II
A fight broke out in Launceston, Cornwall, England between black and white GIs who were vying for the
attentions of some white English women.163
September 1, Wednesday: US Army troops landed on Baker Island, supported by Rear Admiral W.A. Lee’s naval task
force.
The US Navy took responsibility for airborne anti-submarine operations by US forces in the Atlantic.
Naval Air Station, Kahului, Maui in the Hawaiian Islands was established.
American planes bombed Marcus Island (Minami Tori Shima), southeast of Tokyo.
American troops took Baker Island, east of Tarawa.

163. There would be, in Britain at war end, some 1,500 children of black/white ancestry. Most of the white mothers of these mulatto
children were not eligible to become GI brides, simply because not just in Indiana but almost everywhere in America, such mixed
marriages were still unlawful.
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During this month, 3 months after news of the destruction of the Warsaw ghetto had been in the newspapers
and on the radio, at a poetry recital in London T.S. Eliot chose to read aloud his “Gerontion” inclusive of its
various remarks that can best be described as hostile:
“...the jew squats on the window sill, the owner....”
(This is the same antisemitic American poet who, in 1934, had authored AFTER STRANGE GODS.)
German and Estonian police forwarded about 8,000 residents of the Vilna (Vilnius) ghetto, 2/3ds of the
remaining population, to death camps.
WORLD WAR II
ANTISEMITISM
September 2, Thursday: After nearly a year and a half of training, the 100th Infantry Battalion, an all-Nisei unit from
the Hawaiian Islands, landed in Oran, North Africa. They would be joined there by the 442nd in June 1944.
Together, they would go on to compile an extraordinary war record, suffering the highest casualties (like the
black units we so easily sacrificed during the US Civil War) while maintaining very low desertion rates
(there was no-place to flee to except back to their concentration camp), winning numerous unit and individual
citations.
The Red Army captured Lisichansk and Kommunarsk, east of Dnepropetrovsk, as well as the important
railroad junction of Sumy, east of Kiev.
Wilhelm Frick became the fourth Reich Protector of Bohemia and Moravia.
US Submarine Bowfin (SS-287) delivered supplies and evacuated certain personnel from Binuni Point,
Mindanao, in the Philippine Islands.
Japanese Frigate Mutsure was sunk by US Submarine Snapper (SS-185) in the Caroline Islands, at 8 degrees
40 minutes North, 151 degrees 31 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
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September 3, Friday: At 4:30AM, British and Canadian troops under Field Marshal Bernard L. Montgomery, with
naval and air support, crossed the Straits of Messina onto the continental mainland north of Reggio di Calabria.
They would go on to take Reggio, San Giovanni, Mélito, and Bagnara. Near Siracuse, Italy was secretly
signing an armistice with the Allies.

READ THE FULL TEXT
Pursuant to the terms of said agreement, there were no Italian troops interfering with said landings.
Japanese Submarine I-168 was sunk by destroyer Ellet (DD-398) in the South Pacific, at 13 degrees 10 minutes
South, 165 degrees 28 minutes East.
300 British bombers were dropping 965 tons of high explosives on Berlin, killing 476 persons, which is a kill
rate of better than one civilian per two tons of military ordinance. On this night in Antwerp and Brussels, large
numbers of Jews would be being rounded up for delivery to the efficient poison gas showers of Auschwitz,
where the Germans were able to produce a kill rate of better than one civilian per ounce of I.G. Farben
industrial Zyklon-B chemical.
WORLD WAR II
ANTISEMITISM
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September 4, Saturday: Interlude for viola and piano by Walter Piston was performed for the initial time, in New York.
United States naval force (Rear Admiral D.E. Barbey) landed Australian troops on a peninsula in the Huon
Gulf near Lae, on the northeast coast of the island of New Guinea.
United States naval vessels damaged:
•
•

Destroyer Conyngham (DD-371) by Japanese dive bomber, eastern New Guinea at 7 degrees 28
minutes South, 147 degrees 44 minutes East
LST471 and LST473, by Japanese torpedo and dive bombers, eastern New Guinea at 7 degrees
45 minutes South, 148 degrees 1 minute East
WORLD WAR II

September 7, Tuesday: Dança da terra for chorus and percussion by Heitor Villa-Lobos was performed for the initial
time, in Rio de Janeiro, and was conducted by the composer.
At the Plötzensee penitentiary of Berlin, a concert pianist was hanged — Karlrobert Kreiten had listened to the
BBC and mentioned this to his landlady.
Japanese aircraft bombed Nanumea in the Ellice Islands.
United States Patrol Torpedo Boats PT-118 and PT-172, damaged by grounding in the Solomon Islands at
7 degrees 34 minutes South, 165 degrees 35 minutes East, were sunk by United States forces.
WORLD WAR II
September 8, Wednesday: Four United States destroyers bombarded Lae, New Guinea.
The Red Army occupied Stalino (Donetsk), southeast of Dnepropetrovsk.
British troops took Locri, Calabria and landed at Pizzo. The Italian navy sailed out of the harbors of Genoa
and La Spézia, heading toward Malta where they might be able to turn over their vessels to the Allies without
incident. The Badoglio government announced that Italy had surrendered, and directed that Italian forces cease
their resistance to the Allied forces. General Dwight David “Ike” Eisenhower announced the surrender of Italy.
As Albanian partisans disarmed two Italian divisions, gaining many arms and supplies, Germany was rushing
troops into the country.
At this time the Acqui Division consisting of 11,500 enlisted men164 and 525 officers was on the Greek island
of Cefalonia in the Gulf of Corinth. Although they received the news of their surrender with much wine and
merriment, their German counterparts maintained a stony silence and would soon begin referring to them as
traitors. When the German 11th Battalion of Jäger-Regiment 98 of the 1st Gebirgs-Division, commanded by

164. God must love enlisted men: he makes so many of them!
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Major Harald von Hirschfeld, arrived on the island, Stukas began dropping bombs on the Italian positions
and the Gebirgsjägers began executing their former allies in groups of four, beginning with their general
Antonio Gandin — a veteran of the Russian Front who had on his chest the German Iron Cross. By the time
this would end, 4,750 of the Italians would be dead. The some 4,000 survivors of the Acqui Division would
find themselves being shipped to Germany for forced labor. In the Mediterranean, mines that would take
another approximately 3,000 of them to a watery grave. General Hubert Lanz, commander of the Gebirgsjäger
troops, would appear at the Nürnberg war crimes trials and be sentenced to 12 years imprisonment.165
He would be released in 1951. During the 1950s the remains of over 3,000 soldiers, General Gandin
presumably somewhere among them, would be unearthed and transported back to Italy for proper burial in the
Italian War Cemetery at Bari.
WORLD WAR II
September 9, Thursday: Soviet troops took Bakhmach, northeast of Kiev.
Petar Dimitrov Gabrovski replaced Bogdan Dimitrov Filov as Prime Minister of Bulgaria.
Under protection of the Western Naval Task Force (Vice Admiral H.K. Hewitt, USN), the Allied 5th Army
(Lieutenant General M.W. Clark, USA) made up of British and American forces landed at five places near
Salerno, southeast of Naples, and at Taranto, east of Naples.
Some Italian troops in Yugoslavia were disarmed by local partisans. Without leadership, a number of
components of the Italian army surrendered to the Germans. For instance, the Italian troops in Athens were
disarmed and taken to Germany. The Italian royal family and senior members of the government, including
Prime Minister Badoglio, escaped by sea from Rome. The Italian surrender had just been signed and their
former ally, Germany, had become their nemesis. The Italian 41,650-ton battleship RN Roma, flagship of
Admiral Carlo Bertgamini, had set sail for Malta from its base at La Spezia with orders to join the British fleet,
and was off the coast of Sardinia when Dornier 217 K11 Luftwaffe planes from the Istres airstrip near
Marseille came overhead. The gun-crews, supposing them to be British, held their fire. The battleship took
direct hits from a couple of radio-guided “Fritz-X” 320-kilo bombs (1,386 such devices were manufactured
during the war). The Roma capsized, broke apart, and sank at 16:12 hours. The Admiral, 86 other officers, and
1,264 crewmen died.166
(In the Mediterranean theatre alone, a total of 28,937 Italian sailors would die.)
United States Tug Nauset (AT-89) was sunk during the Italian landings by a dive bomber at 40 degrees 38
minutes North, 14 degrees 38 minutes East. United States naval vessels damaged in the Italian landings:
•
•

LST336, LST375, and LST385, by coastal defense batteries, and LST386, by mine, 40 degrees
40 minutes North, 14 degrees 44 minutes East
LST389, by coastal defense batteries, 40 degrees 22 minutes North, 14 degrees 59 minutes East

165. Gebirgsjägers had an Edelweiß on the left side of their caps:
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Japanese Submarine I-182 was sunk by US Submarine Trout (SS-202) in the Philippine Islands, at 10 degrees
33 minutes North, 125 degrees 31 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II

166. At a first order of approximation there seems to be a remarkable similarity between fighting at sea and feeding fish.
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September 10, Sunday: The Red Army landed at Novorossiysk to furious German resistance.
Soviet troops captured Mariupol on the Sea of Azov and Volnovakha to the north as well as Barvenkovo, east
of Dnepropetrovsk.
Iran declared war on Germany.
The Italian royal family and senior members of the government reached Brindisi, east of Naples on the Adriatic
coast, to set up an anti-fascist administration.
The Italian fleet reached Malta and surrendered.
British troops occupied Castelrosso in the Dodecanese.
German troops entered Rome and disarmed all Italian forces in Italy and Greece.
WORLD WAR II
September 11, Saturday: Japanese Minesweeper #16 was sunk by aircraft in the Southwest Pacific. Australian forces
entered Salamaua, Northeast New Guinea.

The Italian fleet surrendered to the Allies. British troops took Brindisi on the Adriatic and Catanzaro in
Calabria. French forces occupied Ajaccio, Corsica.
Führer Adolf Hitler ordered his Germans to execute any Italian officer they happened to capture. Naughty,
naughty, there were to be no Geneva Convention protections for these people who had betrayed him! The
Italian defenders of Rome signed a truce giving the Germans free reign in the city. Italians on Rhodes surrender
to the Germans. German troops occupied Florence and Luigi Dallapiccola, whose wife was Jewish, took
refuge at the villa of a friend north of Fiesole — there he would complete “Sex Carmina Alcaei.”
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Only hours after leaving Salerno harbor, while screening some empty transport ships that were being returned
to Oran after the Allied invasion of Italy at Salerno, a lookout aboard the USS Rowan sighted the wake of a
torpedo that was heading toward the ship. This one went by — but then the ship was struck on its port quarter
by another torpedo, and it caused the ship’s 5-inch magazine to explode. The ship went under in 40 seconds,
leaving 75 floaters to be picked up by the destroyer Bristol. 202 had died. (The Bristol itself would be
torpedoed a month later by the U-boat U371 and would sink off Cape Bougaroun, Algeria with 52 dead.
A German U-boat laid mines off Charleston, South Carolina.
United States naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Destroyer Rowan (SS-405), by torpedo from surface craft, Italian area, 40 degrees 7 minutes North,
14 degrees 18 minutes East
Tug Navajo (AT-64), by explosion, east of the New Hebrides Islands

United States naval vessels damaged n Italian landings:
•
•

Light cruiser Philadelphia (CL-41), by radio controlled bomb, 40 degrees 24 minutes North,
14 degrees 51 minutes East
Light cruiser Savannah (CL-42), by radio controlled bomb, 40 degrees 21 minutes North,
14 degrees 55 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

September 12, Sunday: Germans on Capri surrendered without resistance. British troops took Crotone, Calabria while
Germans counterattacked at Salerno. A band of 100 German paratrooper commandos led by S.S. Captain Otto
Skorzeny forced its way into a hotel near the summit of Gran Sasso in the Apennines and rescued Benito
Mussolini. “Do what we want and nobody gets hurt” (they would fly him to Vienna, Austria).
Australian troops complete their conquest of Salamaua, Northeast New Guinea. United States Landing Ship –
Tank LST455 was damaged by a Japanese dive bomber in the vicinity of eastern New Guinea, at 8 degrees 59
minutes South, 149 degrees 10 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
September 13, Monday: German forces drove Americans out of Persano and pierced the Salerno perimeter but were
stopped a kilometer from the beach. British troops took Cosenza, to the southeast.
United States Submarine Chaser SC-666 was damaged by collision in the Italian landings, at 40 degrees 40
minutes North, 14 degrees 44 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

WORLD WAR II

WWII

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE
September 14, Tuesday: Soviet forces captured Dyatkovo, north of Bryansk.
British troops occupied Cos Island in the Dodecanese.
A council of regents was set up in Bulgaria to rule for six-year-old King Simeon II, including Prince Kiril
(uncle of the king), Bogdan Filov, and Nikolai Michov. Dobri Bozhilov Khadzhiyanakev replaced Petar
Dimitrov Gabrovski as prime minister at the head of a conservative, pro-war, loyalist government.
British troops took Bari on the Adriatic and Belvedere on the Tyrrhenian coast.
Allied forces took Procida Island off Naples.
The ghetto at Minsk was liquidated.
WORLD WAR II
ANTISEMITISM
September 15, Wednesday: The Red Army took Nezhin, northeast of Kiev.
German forces began to pull back from the fighting at Salerno.
Fascist radio announced that Benito Mussolini has taken control of Italian fascism and would reconstitute a
government in Salò on Lake Garda, east of Milan.
Fleet Air Wing 17 was commissioned in Brisbane, Australia, for operations in southwestern Pacific area.
Japanese Submarine RO-103 was sunk by naval land-based aircraft (VP-23) and destroyer Saufley (DD-465)
in the Solomon Islands, at 10 degrees 57 minutes South, 163 degrees 56 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
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September 16, Thursday: Australian and American forces captured Lae, New Guinea.
British forces occupied Leros and Samos in the Aegean.
As the Red Army completed its capture of Novorossisk, Novgorod, and Romny, east of Kiev, German forces
begin to retreat into the Crimea.
An initial group of 24 Italian Jews were forwarded from Merano toward the Auschwitz death camp.
ANTISEMITISM
Major Gregory “Pappy” Boyington shot down five planes; he would be able to claim a total of 28 such
shootings, the most of any Marine Corps pilot.

(In related news — Don Juan had laid claim to a great many pubic scalps.)
WORLD WAR II
September 17, Friday: One Touch of Venus, a musical comedy by Kurt Weill to words of Perelman and Nash, was
performed for the initial time, at the Shubert Theater, Boston.
Soviet forces captured Bryansk as well as Berdyansk on the Sea of Azov.
In Italy, there is a town of Boves just north of Cuneo. After the Italian surrender had been announced earlier
in September, this town had become an active centre of the Italian underground, because of the presence there
of many stragglers from the disbanding “Regio Esercito” (Royal Italian Army). These partisans were being led
by Bartolomeo Giuliano, Ezio Aceto, and Ignazio Vian. The SS dropped leaflets demanding their surrender,
and on this day SS Major Joachim Peiper ordered two gun crews to shell the town. The partisans refused to
surrender. Major Peiper then sent two German soldiers forward as decoys with instructions to allow
themselves to be captured, expecting that they would be killed and that this would provide him with the pretext
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that he felt he needed for a general slaughter (why this SS officer supposed he needed such a pretext is a
question that presumably will remain unanswered). He ordered the parish priest, Father Giuseppe Bernardi,
and the local industrialist, Alessandro Vassallo, to negotiate with the partisans for the release of the two
soldiers. When the priest asked “Will you spare the town?” — Peiper gave his word. However, as soon as the
two prisoners were released, the SS troops proceeded to torch all the houses of the town. Of the inhabitants of
Boves, 43 were killed, and 350 houses were destroyed. The priest and the industrialist were then taken on a
motor tour of the devastation. “They must admire the spectacle,” commented the SS major — at the end of
their tour he had them sprinkled with petrol and set afire.
United States Patrol Torpedo Boat PT-136, damaged by grounding in eastern New Guinea at 5 degrees 55
minutes South, 148 degrees 1 minute East, was sunk by United States forces.
WORLD WAR II
September 18, Saturday: Carrier aircraft (Rear Admiral C.A. Pownall) bombed Tarawa, Makin, and Abemama in the
Gilbert Islands.
The Red Army advanced on all fronts, taking Priluki, east of Kiev, Lubny, southeast of Kiev, Pavlograd, east
of Dnepropetrovsk, Krasnograd, north of Dnepropetrovsk, and Pologi, southeast of Dnepropetrovsk.
A column of SS armored vehicles went up the road that led to the partisan base in the town of Boves.
The partisans had only one 75mm gun, but with a lucky shot they managed to destroy the armored car that was
in the lead. There was an intense fire-fight and the SS were forced to retreat with heavy losses. One of these
partisan leaders, Ignazio Vian, would later be captured by the Germans. On the wall of his cell in Turin, before
his hanging, he would write in his own blood BETTER DIE RATHER THAN BETRAY. (SS Major Joachim
Peiper would also later be brought to trial.)
WORLD WAR II
September 19, Sunday: Soviet troops took Yartsevo, northeast of Smolensk.
British troops captured Auletta, east of Salerno.
Allied forces driving north from Calabria link up with the Salerno beachhead.
Italian forces drove the last Germans away from Sardinia.
US submarine Cisco (SS-290) departed Port Darwin, Australia to patrol the South China Sea (we would hear
no more from it).
WORLD WAR II
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September 20, Monday: Soviet forces took Velizh, northwest of Smolensk and Kholm, north of Velikiye Luki.
Yugoslav partisans took the port of Split (it would take the Germans 7 days to dislodge them).
Canadian troops captured Potenza, east of Salerno.
The HMCS St. Croix, which had been the USS McCook, one of the 50 destroyers that Britain had obtained
from the USA in exchange for leases on Jamaica, Trinidad, and Bermuda for future US bases, had been
transferred to the Canadian Navy. U-boat U305 was in the North Atlantic, using the new 3,300-pound GNAT
T-5 acoustic torpedo. (Every year we find a new way to kill you.) On this day, while the St. Croix was escorting
a west-bound convoy south of Iceland, U305 got it. 14 officers and 134 ratings died.167
5 officers and 76 ratings floated to be rescued by the destroyer HMS Itchen — but this vessel in its turn would
be gotten on the next day by this U-boat with the new weapon system. From the St. Croix, out of 227 lives,
there was to be but a single survivor. During this engagement the corvette Polyanthus also was sunk with
84 deaths. In sum, only 3 would survive from the 3 ships. (U305 would be sunk by depth charges from
HMS Wanderer and HMS Glenarm on January 20, 1944. All 51 aboard would die.)168
WORLD WAR II

September 21, Tuesday: Rejoice in the Lamb op.30 for solo voices, chorus and organ by Benjamin Britten to
words of Smart was performed for the initial time, in St. Matthew’s Church, Northampton, and was conducted
by the composer. The work was composed for the 50th anniversary of the consecration of the church. Also
premiered was Fanfare no.1 for brass by Michael Tippett.
The Red Army captured Chernigov.
WORLD WAR II
September 22, Wednesday: Soviet troops took Anapa, northwest of Novorossiysk.
A United States naval force of destroyers and landing craft (Rear Admiral D.E. Barbey) put Australian troops
ashore at Finschhafen on the island of New Guinea.
WORLD WAR II

167. Isn’t is curious, the macabre way these statistics are routinely kept? The number of officer deaths gets cited, then the number
of “ratings” deaths? Imagine trying to say to a “rating” who is going down for the third time, “Look, fellow, you’re obviously taking
this pretty hard –it’s your death and all that– but can’t you at least derive some consolation from the fact that this would have been
a significantly greater loss to us, had you been an officer? God must have loved you enlisted types, he made so many of you.
Soon you will lose consciousness — and then you’ll be a mere nameless, painless statistic who has given your life for your country!
Don’t sweat it, it’s the way things are. Come on now, at least you can hum a bit from ‘There’ll always be an England’....”
168. That those who live by the sword will die by the sword is of course a mere rule of thumb, so there have been some notable
exceptions — but as rules of thumb go this one seems fairly accurate.
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September 23, Thursday: Duce Benito Mussolini declared a Fascist government in northern Italy, to be known as the
Italian Social Republic.

The Red Army occupied Poltava and Unecha, southwest of Bryansk.
French troops occupied Bonifacio, Corsica.
The 2,428-ton Italian passenger vessel MV Donizetti, sailing under the German flag, arrived at Rodi Island
to evacuate the Italian troops there. Licensed to carry 700 passengers, it took on board 1,800. It left for Piraeus
under escort of the German frigate Taio. While south of the island the British destroyers HMS Fury and
HMS Eclipse shot it up pretty bad, until it capsized. Everybody died.169
WORLD WAR II
September 24, Friday: Australian forces pierced the Japanese line on the River Bumi and captured Finschafen Airport,
east of Lae, Northeast New Guinea.
Soviet troops took Borispol, east of Kiev.
The Red Army crossed the River Dnieper between Kremenchug and Dnepropetrovsk.
American forces completed their captured of Makin Atoll in the Gilbert Islands.
The ghetto at Vilna was liquidated.
ANTISEMITISM
WORLD WAR II
169. At a first order of approximation there seems to be a remarkable similarity between fighting at sea and feeding fish.
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September 25, Saturday: Soviet forces re-took Smolensk, and Roslavl, halfway between Smolensk and Bryansk.
Parliamentary elections in New Zealand resulted in a continued majority for the Labor Party of Prime Minister
Peter Fraser, but with eight fewer seats.
A museum dedicated to the memory of Hugo Wolf opened in his birthplace, Windischgräz (Slovenj Gradec,
Slovenia). This area would be in dispute between German and Slovene speakers during the collapse of the
German resistance in 1945, and everything written in German would be destroyed. Many important items of
Wolf memorabilia would be lost.
German forces evacuated the Foggia airfields.
United States Minesweeper Skill (AM-115) was sunk by submarine torpedo on the Italian coast, at 40 degrees
20 minutes North, 14 degrees 36 minutes East.
United States Landing Ship – Tank LST167 was damaged by a dive bomber at Vella Lavella, Solomon Islands,
7 degrees 45 minutes South, 156 degrees 30 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
September 26, Sunday: Chorale for Organ and Brass by Roy Harris was performed for the initial time, in Germanic
(now Busch-Reisinger) Museum, Cambridge, Massachusetts.
United States Naval Operating Facility, Natal, Brazil, was established.
Japanese Motor Torpedo Boat Kasasagi was sunk by US Submarine Bluefish (SS-222) in the Netherlands East
Indies, at 5 degrees 50 minutes South, 121 degrees 57 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
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September 27, Monday: Soviet troops entered the suburbs of Denepropetrovsk.
German troops took control of Corfu, annihilating the Italian garrison.
Canadian forces captured Melfi, east of Naples.
The Resistance shot and killed Dr. Julius Ritter, the German official responsible for rounding up Frenchmen
for forced labor in Germany (in reprisal, 50 Parisians would be shot).
The Greek 1,092-ton SS Ardena had been sunk during June 1941 by the Luftwaffe during the invasion of
Greece, but then the German Kriegsmarina had raised it and repaired it. On this day, off Argosoli, it cruised
into a mine while approximately 1,000 Italians soldiers were aboard. 700 died.
The beginning of a 4-day uprising against the occupying Germans in Naples, when soldiers looted a shop.
German Submarine U-161 was sunk by naval land-based aircraft (VP-74) off Brazil, at 12 degrees 30 minutes
South, 35 degrees 35 minutes West.
WORLD WAR II
September 28, Tuesday: The latest and greatest roundup of Jews in Amsterdam forwarded 2,000 toward BergenBelsen or Theresienstadt.
ANTISEMITISM
Freedom Morning for chorus and orchestra by Marc Blitzstein to Negro spirituals was performed for the initial
time in London, conducted by Hugo Weisgall (this was the first time an all-Black chorus was allowed to
perform in Royal Albert Hall).
Allied troops captured Foggia in Apulia.
American forces captured Teora, east of Naples.
US Submarine Grouper (SS-214) landed personnel and supplies on south coast of New Britain.
United States Salvage Vessel Brant (ARS-32) was damaged in a collision in Italian waters, at 40 degrees 30
minutes North, 14 degrees 40 minutes East.
Japanese Minelayer Boko was sunk by aircraft off New Britain.
WORLD WAR II
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September 29, Wednesday: Having heard that the Nazis were planning to arrest him, atomic scientist Niels Bohr
escaped with his wife from Denmark to Sweden by boat.
Soviet troops captured Kremenchug on the Dnieper River.
United States Destroyers Patterson (DD-392) and Mccalla (DD-488) were damaged in a collision in the
Solomon Islands, at 7 degrees 36 minutes South, 157 degrees 12 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
September 30, Thursday: The Red Army entered Byelorussia and captured Krichev, south of Bryansk.
American troops captured Avellino, east of Naples.
US Submarine Bowfin (SS-287) delivered supplies and evacuated certain personnel from vicinity of Siquijor
Island, Philippine Islands.
United States naval vessels sunk:
•
•
•

Submarine Grayling (SS-209), Pacific Ocean area, reported as presumed lost
PT-68, damaged by grounding, eastern New Guinea area, 5 degrees 56 minutes South, 147 degrees
18 minutes East; sunk by United States forces
PT-219, foundered, Attu, Aleutian Islands, sometime during September

United States Coast Guard Cutter Wilcox (YP-333) foundered off Cape Hatteras, North Carolina.
United States naval vessels damaged:
•
•

LST334, by dive bombers, Solomon Islands area, 7 degrees 43 minutes South, 156 degrees
40 minutes East
PT-126, accidentally by United States naval gunfire, Solomon Islands area, 7 degrees 50 minutes
South, 157 degrees 5 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
TIMELINE OF ACCIDENTS
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FALL 1943
Fall:

Based on responses to questions, at attempt was made to segregate “loyal” Japanese-Americans from
“disloyal.” The “loyal” from the Tule Lake camp would be forwarded to other camps, while the “disloyal”
from the various camps would be sent to Tule Lake, which became denominated a “segregation center.”

WORLD WAR II

Historical Choice
(written in 1943)
Strong enough to be neutral — as is now proved, now American power
From Australia to the Aleutian fog-seas, and Hawaii to Africa, rides every
wind — we were misguided
By fraud and fear, by our public fools and a loved leader’s ambition,
To meddle in the fever-dreams of decaying Europe. We could have forced
peace, even when France fell; we chose
To make alliance and feed war.
Actum est. There is no returning now.
Two bloody summers from now (I suppose) we shall have to take up the
corrupting burden and curse of victory.
We shall have to hold half the earth: we shall be sick with self-disgust,
And hated by friend and foe, and hold half the earth — or let it go, and go
down with it. Here is a burden
We are not fit for. We are not like Romans and Britons — natural
world-rulers,
Bullies by instinct — but we have to bear it. Who has kissed Fate on the
mouth, and blown out the lamp — must lie with her.
— Robinson Jeffers
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OCTOBER 1943
October: The Kenedy Alien Detention Camp was at its peak of operation in Texas, processing 1,168 Germans, 705
Japanese, 72 Italians, and 62 others such as Rumanians, Hungarians, Bulgarians, Swedes, Finns, Russians, and
Koreans. The sum total for this camp would be more than 3,500, with between 700 and 1,200 detainees inside
its barbed wire perimeter at any given time.

The State Department negotiated with the Axis powers to exchange enemy aliens on a one-for-one basis, using
Lisbon, Portugal as the neutral port of exchange. Various consignments of detainees would be loaded aboard
the SS Gripsholm chartered by the Swedish government, the SS Drotningholm chartered by the Swiss
government, and the Serpa Pinta of unknown registration. By the end of 1943 a total of 975 internees would
have been used in prisoner exchanges.
WORLD WAR II
October 1, Friday: In Denmark, Jews were removed to concentration camps.
ANTISEMITISM
Lieutenant (Junior Grade) Richard Milhous Nixon received an appointment as a Lieutenant in the US Naval
Reserve.
Archibald Percival Wavell, Viscount Wavell replaced Victor Alexander John Hope, Marquis of Linlithgow as
Viceroy of India.
Over the next week, the Red Army would be crossing the Dnieper river at several places.
British and American forces entered Naples, Italy. At some point in preparation for the Allied landings, the
excavations at Pompeii had been, for some reason, bombed. A portion of the inscription in the House of the
Moralist was destroyed:
ABLUAT UNDA PEDES, PUER ET DETERGEAT UDOS. The servant shall wash and dry the feet of the guest;
MAPPA TORUM VELET, LINTEA NOSTRA CAVE.
A cloth over the cushions, and linen well cared for.
LASCIVOS VULTUS ET BLANDOS AUPER OCELLOS Abandon lascivious looks and do not cast sweet
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CONIUGE AB ALTERNIUS: SIBI TIBI IN ORE PUDER.
(UTERE BLANDIT) IIS, ODIOSAQUE IUGGE DIFFER
SI POTES, A UT GRESSUS AD TUA TECTA REFER.

glances at the women of others; be chaste in speech.
Abstain from anger if possible,
if not return to your own home.

(The four-room structure that is known as the “Antiquarium,” although bombed out, would be rebuilt in 1948.)
United States Naval Air Facility, Recife, Brazil was established.
The United States naval forces under Admiral H.R. Stark, Commander Naval Forces Europe,
were redesignated as the 12th Fleet.
United States naval vessels damaged:
•
•

Destroyer Saufley (DD-465), by horizontal bomber, Solomon Islands area, 7 degrees 42 minutes
South, 160 degrees 14 minutes East
LST448, by horizontal bomber, Solomon Islands area, 7 degrees 45 minutes South, 156 degrees
30 minutes East

Japanese submarine sunk:
•

Submarine I-20, by destroyer Eaton (DD-510), Solomon Islands area, 7 degrees 40 minutes South,
157 degrees 10 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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October 2, Saturday: Filling out a Selective Service form, Francis Albert “Frank” Sinatra responded to the question “5.
What Physical or Mental Defects of Diseases Have You Had in the Past, if any?” with the answer “No” and to
the question “6. Have you ever been treated at an institution, sanitarium or asylum?” with the answer “No”
(When it would come time for him to be serve his country in 1943, Ol’ Blue Eyes would get himself classified
“4F” on the basis of the fact that, at birth, he had been found to have the left eardrum perforated, and on the
basis of a fear of crowds and elevators.)

Australian forces captured Finschhafen, Northeast New Guinea. A Japanese counterattack was beaten off with
the loss of 1,000 lives.
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American troops took Benevento, northeast of Naples.
On this night, Allied commandos would capture Termoli on the Adriatic, east of Rome.
US Submarine Kingfish (SS-234) laid mines of southern Celebes, Netherlands East Indies.
United States Landing Ship – Tank LST203 was damaged by grounding near Nanumea in the Ellice Islands.
WORLD WAR II
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October 3, Sunday: The Suite no.1 from the ballet Gayaneh by Aram Khachaturian was performed for the initial time,
in the Hall of Columns, Moscow. Natalia Spiller would recall, “Neither before nor [since] have I ever heard
such a storm of applause, nor witnessed such unqualified success of a new work...”
The National Theater of München, containing the Staatsoper, was destroyed by Allied incendiary bombs.
Richard Strauss would write that “this was the greatest catastrophe which has ever been brought into my life,
for which there can be no consolation and in my old age no hope...”
German paratroopers landed on Kos and within 24 hours overwhelmed the British garrison, capturing 4,500
British and Italians.
The Gestapo ordered all Athenian Jews to register under penalty of death. 3,000 Jews fled their homes and
were given shelter by Greeks.
ANTISEMITISM
The Japanese completed their evacuation of Kolombangara, Solomon Islands.
United States Destroyer Henley (DD-391) was sunk by submarine torpedo in the vicinity of eastern New
Guinea, at 7 degrees 40 minutes South, 148 degrees 6 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
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October 4, Monday: French forces entered Bastia, completing their occupation of Corsica. The island was placed
under Free French administration.
1,260 children and 53 doctors and nurses from the Biaystok Ghetto were sent from Theresienstadt to
Auschwitz.
ANTISEMITISM
Schutzstaffel Reichsführer Heinrich Himmler gave a speech at Posen.
When Kos, in the Aegean, fell to the Germans, 1,388 British and 3,145 Italian soldiers came with the island.
Since Italy had signed its armistice with the Allies during the previous month, the Italian troops were in the
same situation as the British — automatic prisoners of war. However, on September 11th, Führer Adolf Hitler
had ordered his forces to execute any Italian officer they happened to capture. No Geneva Convention
protections for the likes of them! The Colonel in charge of the Italians, Felice Leggio, and his officer staff of
101 others, were therefore marched off to a salt pan just east of the town of Kos where, in groups of ten, they
were executed. (When Kos would return to Greece after the war, these corpses would be dug from their mass
grave and sent for reburial in a military cemetery at Bari, Italy.
Aircraft from carrier Ranger (CV-4) attacked enemy shipping along the coast of Norway.
German submarines sunk:
•
•
•

U-336, by naval land-based aircraft (VB-128), North Atlantic area, 60 degrees 40 minutes North,
26 degrees 30 minutes West
U-422, by aircraft (VC-9) from escort carrier Card (CVE-11), north of Azores Islands, 43 degrees
18 minutes North, 28 degrees 58 minutes West
U-460, by aircraft (VC-9) from escort carrier Card (CVE-11), north of Azores Islands, 43 degrees
13 minutes North, 28 degrees 58 minutes West
WORLD WAR II

October 5, Tuesday: American troops captured Aversa and Maddaloni, north of Naples.
While it was ferrying troops across the Tsushima Strait in a heavy sea, the Japanese transport Konron Maru of
the Shimonoseki-to-Fusan Ferry Line was sunk by the US submarine USS Wahoo. 616 died and there were
72 floaters.170
170. At a first order of approximation there seems to be a remarkable similarity between fighting at sea and feeding fish.
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A task force including 6 carriers, 7 cruisers, and 24 destroyers (Rear Admiral A.E. Montgomery) bombed and
bombarded Wake Island (the attack would be repeated on October 6th).
United States Landing Ship – Tank LST448 was sunk due to damage sustained on October 1st in the Solomon
Islands, at 8 degrees 3 minutes South, 156 degrees 43 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
October 6, Wednesday: American troops took Caserta and Capua north of Naples.
Niels Bohr fled by small plane from Sweden to England (he came close to dying from lack of oxygen).
The Kreisleiter of Garmisch informed Richard Strauss that his villa was going to be used to house evacuees.
The submarine Kingfish (SS-234) landed personnel and supplies on northeast coast of Borneo.
American forces landed unopposed on Kolombangara Island in the Solomons (the Japanese troops having
evacuated on October 4th).
At night 3 destroyers (Captain F.R. Walker) intercepted and attacked 9 Japanese destroyers as they evacuated
troops from Vella Lavella, Solomon Islands. Japanese Destroyer Yugumo was sunk by US destroyer torpedo.
US Destroyer Chevalier (DD-451) was damaged by destroyer torpedo at 7 degrees 30 minutes South, 156
degrees 14 minutes East and was then sunk by United States forces. United States naval vessels damaged in
the Battle of Vella Lavella, Solomon Islands:
•
•

Destroyer O’Bannon (DD-450), by collision with destroyer Chevalier (DD-451), at 7 degrees
30 minutes South, 156 degrees 15 East
Destroyer Selfridge (DD-357), by destroyer torpedo, 7 degrees 27 minutes South, at 156 degrees
13 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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October 7, Thursday: One Touch of Venus, a musical comedy by Kurt Weill to words of Perelman and Nash, was
performed for the initial time in New York, at the Imperial Theater (it was a hit and would see 567
performances).
The Japanese completed their evacuation of Vella Lavella, Solomon Islands.
Allied forces captured New Georgia in the Solomons.
97 Allied POWs on Wake Island were made to sit down in a line with backs to the sea. Blindfolded, hands tied
behind their backs, they were shot.
US Submarine S-44 was sunk by Japanese surface craft in the Kurile Islands.
Soviet troops captured Taman, just across the Kerchenskiy Strait from Crimea. They also captured Nevel,
southwest of Velekiye Luki.
German forces in Italy pulled back behind the River Trigno.
An explosion at the post office in Naples killed about a hundred.
WORLD WAR II
October 8/9: On patrol in the Gulf of Salerno, the destroyer USS Buck was hit by a couple of tin fish from KapitänLeutnant Siegfried Koitschka’s U616. This caused one of the destroyer’s depth charges to detonate, and the
ship became covered in smoke and flame and settled swiftly by the bow. In four minutes it went under. Depth
charges that hadn’t been set on “safe” began to detonate underwater and fuel oil rising to the surface was
choking many of the floaters. 76 of the floaters would live long enough to be picked up, but LeutenantCommander M. Klein and 150 crewmen had died.

WORLD WAR II
October 8, Friday: Igor Stravinsky’s orchestral work Ode, elegiac chant in three parts was performed for the initial
time in Boston as a live national broadcast. This turned into a fiasco owing to fact that Serge Koussevitsky had
put it on the program only two weeks earlier — in a panic to get the scores ready several conspicuous errors
had been perpetrated both by the composer and by the copyists.
John Mariani committed suicide by jumping off the Golden Gate Bridge.
United States Air Facility, Dakar, French West Africa, was established.
British forces captured Larino and Guglionesi near Termoli and the Adriatic.
Former British “M” Class destroyer HMS Myrmidon was serving under the Polish flag, and had been renamed
as the Orkan. The Orkan was torpedoed by U-boat U378. 178 died and there were 23 floaters. (This had been
the ship that had carried the coffin of General Sikorski from Gibraltar to Plymouth, Egland.)
WORLD WAR II
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October 9, Saturday: O Salutaris for solo voice and organ by Arthur Honegger was performed for the initial time, in
Eglise Saint-Séverin, Paris.
Mexico reinstituted the death penalty, that it had abandoned in 1928.
The US Army Air Forces Psychological Film Test Unit was activated at Santa Ana Army Air Base in
California. Lieutenant Colonel James J. Gibson would direct a program of the development of films to be used
for personnel classification testing, aircraft recognition training, and studies of training film effectiveness.171
PSYCHOLOGY
In Ancona a Catholic priest, Don Bernardino, warned local Jews of an impending roundup. Most were able to
find hiding places with Christian families; only ten were caught and deported.
On Yom Kippur a hundred Jews were deported from Trieste to the Auschwitz death camp.
ANTISEMITISM
United States Destroyer Buck (DD-420) was sunk by submarine torpedo in Italian waters, at 39 degrees 48
minutes North, 14 degrees 36 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
October 10, Sunday: Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek took the oath of office as President of China (he’d been serving
in that capacity ad interim since the death of Lin Sen on August 1st).
Soviet troops captured Dobrush (Belarus), east of Gomel.
A German submarine laid mines off the Atlantic entrance to the Panama Canal.
WORLD WAR II
October 11, Monday: Incidental music to Giraudoux’ play Sodome et Gomorrhe by Arthur Honegger was performed
for the initial time, in Théâtre Herbertot, Paris.
United States Advanced Amphibious Training Base, Falmouth, Cornwall, England, was established.
Soviet forces took Novobelitsa (Belarus) just outside Gomel.
56 villagers in Sokolka and Laznie, Poland were shot for having harbored partisans.
The submarine USS Wahoo was sunk by Japanese naval aircraft in the La Perouse Strait.
WORLD WAR II

171. Street, W.R. A CHRONOLOGY OF NOTEWORTHY EVENTS IN AMERICAN PSYCHOLOGY. Washington DC: American
Psychological Association, 1994
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October 13, Wednesday: Robert Lowell, Jr. was sentenced to one year and one day imprisonment for draft evasion.
The new government of Italy in Brindisi declared war upon Germany.
The 2d American air raid on Schweinfurt. Almost like, but not exactly like, the following illustration:

United States Destroyer Bristol (DD-453) was sunk by submarine torpedo in the Mediterranean at 37 degrees
19 minutes North, 6 degrees 19 minutes East.
German Submarine U-402 was sunk by aircraft (VC-9) from escort carrier Card (CVE-11) in the North
Atlantic, at 48 degrees 56 minutes North, 29 degrees 41 minutes West.
WORLD WAR II
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October 14, Thursday: Mermoz, a film with music by Arthur Honegger, was shown for the initial time, in Paris. The
composer was conducting on the soundtrack.
When a flight of 228 American airplanes bombed the German ball-bearing plants at Schweinfurt, east of
Frankfurt, they were able to do but little damage, and more than 100 of our airmen were lost.
At Sobibor, 600 Jewish slave laborers, who had been digging up and burning the bodies of victims of 1942
atrocities, turned on their S.S. and Ukranian guards with knives and hatchets, and were able to kill eleven of
them. Meanwhile, 300 Jews managed to get beyond the wire, but 200 of these were gunned down as they ran.
Then those remaining inside were killed. Overall, about a hundred escaped.
ANTISEMITISM
Soviet troops captured Zaporozhye south of Dnepropetrovsk.
Canadian forces took Campobasso, east of Rome.
United States Naval Air Facility, Igarape Assu, Brazil was established.
The government of the Japanese-dominated Philippines declared its independence.
US Coast Guard Cutter Dow (YP-353) became grounded off Mayaguez, Puerto Rico and had to be abandoned.
WORLD WAR II
October 15, Friday: Serenade for Tenor, Horn and Strings op.31 by Benjamin Britten to words of various poets, was
performed for the initial time, in Wigmore Hall, London.
A symphonic suite from Lukas Foss’ unperformed cantata The Prairie was performed for the initial time, in
Boston.
United States Advanced Amphibious Training Base, Fowey, Cornwall, England was established.
It appeared that United States Submarine Pompano (SS-181) must have sunk somewhere in the Pacific Ocean.
WORLD WAR II
October 16, Saturday: Germans began a forcible removal of Jews from Rome and Milan. 200 Jews were rounded up
in Milan. S.S. troops were able to round up more than 1,000 Jews in Rome, but 4,000 others had taken shelter
in homes, monasteries, and convents, plus, 477 had been granted refuge in the Vatican itself.
ANTISEMITISM
Japanese Auxiliary Submarine Chaser #31 was sunk by Army aircraft off New Britain.
WORLD WAR II
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October 17, Sunday: Invasion for orchestra by Bernard Rogers was performed for the initial time, in New York.
Chicago’s 1st subway began to operate, on State Street.
Soviet troops broke the German lines around Kremenchug and took Loyev, south of Gomel.
The end, finally, for the armed merchant cruiser program of the German Navy. During World War II the
Germans had been utilizing 10 armed merchant cruisers that would sneak up on unsuspecting commercial
ships operating alone and when within close range — suddenly sink them. These raiders had collectively
disposed of a grand total of 133 commercial ships. The 4,740-ton Michel (Schiff #28), the only one of the 10
not yet detected and destroyed, had itself sunk not less than 17 ships (it had been the ship, for instance, that
had sunk the Gloucester Castle). On this day, off Chichi Jima in the Bonin Islands, Commander Hellmuth von
Ruckteschell’s Michel was struck by 4 torpedoes from Commander T.L. Wogan’s USS Tarpon (SS-175)
submarine — there was this tremendous explosion, and the vessel went under. The crew of 263 died.172
October 18, Monday: Hail Mary for tenor chorus, violin and organ by Leos Janácek was performed, likely for the
initial time, in the Church of Saints Cyril and Methodius, Brno-Zidenice, 39 years after it was composed.
Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek took the oath of office as president of China.
The Red Army attacked deep into German lines east of Vitebsk. Soviets also penetrated to the center of
Melitopol near the Sea of Azov.
The Roman Jews rounded up on October 16th were deported toward Auschwitz.
WORLD WAR II
ANTISEMITISM

172. At a first order of approximation there seems to be a remarkable similarity between fighting at sea and feeding fish.
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October 19, Tuesday: At Jesselton, North Borneo (Kota Kinabalu, Malaysia) local Chinese and native Suluks revolted
against the Japanese, killing 40. In reprisal, the Japanese would destroy many Suluk villages, killing hundreds
and arresting and torturing thousands of civilians.
An additional 600 Jews were rounded up in Milan.
ANTISEMITISM
Robin Greville Holloway was born in Leamington Spa, England.
The Moscow Conference, attended by the Secretary of State and British and Russian foreign ministers,
convened. (It would continue until the end of October.)
WORLD WAR II

THE MOSCOW CONFERENCE
In a basement laboratory at Rutgers University, 23-year-old grad student Albert Schatz found two strains of
actinobacteria which would become the ingredient for Streptomycin. Schatz’s supervisor, Professor Selman
Abraham Waksman, who had not visited that dangerous basement, would be awarded a Nobel Prize for the
first effective treatment for tuberculosis, for which sulfa drugs and penicillin had been having almost no effect:
I have been horribly ill the last few weeks. I had a bit of a
relapse, then they had another go with the streptomycin, which
previously did me a lot of good, at least temporarily. This time
only one dose of it had ghastly results, as I had built up an
allergy or something....
— George Orwell
(Eventually Schatz, whose stipend had been less than that of any other of Waksman’s graduate students, would
contest this in court and settle for 3% of the royalties in comparison with his boss’s 10%.) An entirely fictitious
account of the discovery would be presented in the Smithsonian magazine:
A New Jersey farmer was upset: his chickens were catching a
strange infection from barnyard dirt. He took the birds to the
Rutgers University laboratory of microbiologist Selman Waksman,
who analyzed the barnyard soil and isolated the problem — a
peculiar fungus. In the process, Waksman fortuitously discovered
that the microorganism had properties besides the ability to
make chickens sick. The fungus produced a chemical agent that
slowed the growth of certain bacteria.
This fabrication would be reprinted in the pages of The Rutgers Magazine although it was nothing at all like
what had actually happened in that basement lab:
There are comments in the literature that Waksman and I did not
at first fully appreciate the importance of streptomycin. That
may have been true for Waksman, but it certainly was not true
for me. I wanted to find an antibiotic that would be effective
in treating human tuberculosis. That is why, as reported in my
doctoral dissertation, I specifically worked with a virulent
human strain of the tubercle bacillus. ... It is hard to imagine
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what life was like in the pre-antibiotic era. During my early
years in school, some of my classmates, friends and relatives
died of infectious diseases. When I worked in army hospitals in
World War II, I saw first-hand the tragedy of uncontrollable
gram-negative bacteria. They were killing wounded servicemen,
some of whom had been flown back to the U.S. from the North
African campaign. I isolated and identified the deadly bacteria.
That was the easy part. I often spent many hours at night with
servicemen as they were dying. That was the hard part. Why did
I also take on the seemingly impossible challenge of finding an
antibiotic that would be effective in treating tuberculosis?
Again, as a young boy in a working class family, I knew people
who died of tuberculosis. Tuberculosis has killed more people
than any other infectious disease. It is responsible for the
death of a thousand million human beings. ... Waksman had three
laboratories. His office and two laboratories were on the third
floor of what we called the “Administration Building.” The third
laboratory was in the basement of the same building. Waksman
assigned me to work in the basement laboratory because he wanted
to be as far away from the tubercle bacillus as he could. That
is also why he never visited me in the basement laboratory during
the entire time I did my streptomycin research. ... I insisted
on working with the H-37 strain of the tubercle bacillus which
I obtained from William Feldman at the Mayo Clinic, because it
was the most highly virulent strain then available. Feldman
advised me to be very careful with it because what I was doing
was very dangerous. Waksman insisted that I never bring any TB
culture up to the third floor where he was located. Feldman
himself subsequently developed tuberculosis which his doctor
believed was caused by the same strain of the tubercle bacillus
he had sent me and with which he and I had been working. ... I
developed a positive tuberculin reaction. ... On May 3, 1946,
Waksman and I, at his insistence, both signed the streptomycin
patent assignment which stated that each of us would receive
$1.00. He did not tell me that he had a previous agreement with
the Rutgers Research and Endowment Foundation. According to that
agreement, which was contingent on my signing the patent
assignment, he would receive 20% of the streptomycin royalties.
When I learned, in 1949, that Waksman was secretly receiving
royalties, contrary to his personal assurance to me that neither
of us would do so, I started a lawsuit. Pretrial depositions
taken for that lawsuit revealed that Waksman had, by that time,
secretly received $350,000 in royalties, although he had
publicly denied receiving any royalties. The Rutgers Research
and Endowment Foundation had received $2,600,000 in royalties.
I had received no royalties.
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October 20, Wednesday: The Sinfra, a French ship of 4,470 tons in German hands, serving as a troop transport and part
of a German convoy, was engaged north of the island of Crete by Mitchell bombers of the USAAF and RAF
Beaufighters. It sank with 2,664 PWs on board, mostly Italian.

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

WORLD WAR II

WWII

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE
Of the prisoners and crew, there were 566 floaters — which means that our planes had produced 2,098 human
corpses, with which to feed the fish of the eastern Mediterranean Sea. At about 150 pounds per corpse, that’s
almost instantly 314,000 pounds of fish food! What a world-class war!173
German Submarine U-378 was sunk by aircraft (VC-13) from escort carrier Core (CVE-13), in the North
Atlantic, at 47 degrees 40 minutes North, 28 degrees 27 minutes West. Yet more food for the fish.
The Allied powers set up a United Nations War Crimes Commission.
WORLD WAR II
October 22, Friday: Royal Air Force bombers over Kassel produced a firestorm that incinerated 5,300.
WORLD WAR II

173. At a first order of approximation there seems to be a remarkable similarity between fighting at sea and feeding fish.
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October 23, Saturday: The Red Army completed the capture of Melitopol after ten days of bitter fighting.
The women among 1,750 Polish Jews newly arrived at Auschwitz revolted. They shot one guard in the
stomach and wounded another. Other women attacked guards at the entrance to the gas chamber, managing to
remove a nose from one and a scalp from another. All these women were gunned down.
ANTISEMITISM
The HMS Charybdis, a British Dido-class cruiser, was engaged off the coast of Brittany, by German torpedo
boats T23 and T27 of Korvettenkapitan Franz Kohlauf’s 4th Torpedo Boat Flotilla. The Charybdis was part of
Force 28 patrolling the Channel off the French coast. Hit by a couple of tin fish on its port side, the cruiser was
soon engulfed in flames and began to sink deeply by its stern.

464 died including the cruiser’s commander, Captain Voelcker. 107 floaters would be retrieved. (18 of the
human bodies that would be recovered now lie in the cemetery on the island of Guernsey, and many more of
the human bodies that would be recovered from the Charybdis now lie at St.Brieuc in France.)
One of the Charybdis’s escort destroyers, HMS Limbourne, was also sunk, and 40 died. 85 floaters would be
retrieved. (None out of this batch of human bodies would be recovered for shore burial. They all fed the fish
of the Atlantic and the Channel.)
WORLD WAR II
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October 23, Saturday: Friend John R. Kellam’s article “Can Pacifists Cooperate” was printed in The Friend, a biweekly religious and literary journal published in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. It is reproduced here from the
issue of Tenth Month 28, 1943, Vol. 117, No. 9.174

CAN PACIFISTS COOPERATE?
By John Roderick Kellam

______

[click inside the square]
WORLD WAR II

174. From my many conversations with Friend John, I am confident that he has never harbored any suspicion whatever, that the
savagery with which he was treated by the draft system on account of his conscientious objection in being held in a maximum
security prison incommunicado until considerably after the end of the war, was in any way connected with the fact that he was
working during wartime, in Washington, for the FCNL, and publishing his Quaker witness against participation in war. (I offer this
observation because I myself am not so unsuspicious as he.)

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

WORLD WAR II

WWII

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE
October 24, Sunday: United States naval vessel sunk:
•

Submarine Dorado (SS-248), Atlantic Ocean area, reported as presumed lost

Japanese naval vessel sunk:
•

Destroyer Mochizuki, by naval land-based aircraft, east of New Britain
WORLD WAR II

October 25, Monday: The Japanese celebrated the completion of the Burma-Thailand Railroad. 16,000 Allied
POWs had died while building it, along with 50,000 Burmese slaves.
The Red Army captured Dnepropetrovsk and Dneprozherzhinsk.
WORLD WAR II
October 26, Tuesday: The United Nations’ War Crimes Commission had already begun a list of war criminals who
would potentially be objects of prosecution. There were four main prosecutors representing the United States,
Great Britain, France, and the Soviet Union. On this day the Commission met in London and drafted the
London Agreement to prosecute Crimes against Peace, War Crimes, and Crimes against Humanity. In large
part this effort was being motivated by stories that had already surfaced, of Nazi activities involving the
extermination of large numbers of Jews.
ANTISEMITISM
Montgomery resumed the offensive in Italy.
Field Marshal Von Kluge was invalided from command of Army Group Centre due to an auto wreck.
B-24s bombed Pombelaa on Celebes Island, and Japanese fighter planes shot down two of them while US
gunners claimed that 11 enemy aircraft were downed. Meanwhile, B-25s bombed Tanimbar Island in the
Moluccas.
WORLD WAR II
October 27, Wednesday: Germany closed the border between Norway and Sweden.
After “softening up” Mono and Stirling Islands in the Treasury Island Group of the Solomon Islands by
bombardment, US and New Zealand troops overran a small Japanese garrison:
•
•

Destroyer Cony (DD-508) was damaged by horizontal bomber at 7 degrees 23 minutes South, 155
degrees 27 minutes East
LST399 and LST485 were damaged by coastal mortar at 7 degrees 25 minutes South, 155 degrees
34 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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October 28, Thursday: Two works by Bohuslav Martinu were performed for the initial time to celebrate the 25th
anniversary of the Republic of Czechoslovakia. Symphony no.2 was premiered in Cleveland, while Memorial
to Lidice for orchestra, was premiered in New York.
Fire and Ice for male chorus and band by Henry Cowell to words of Frost was performed for the initial time,
in Constitution Hall, Washington.
German Submarine U-220 was sunk by aircraft (VC-1) from escort carrier Block Island (CVE-21) in the North
Atlantic at 48 degrees 53 minutes North, 33 degrees 30 minutes West
WORLD WAR II
October 29, Friday: Paul Hindemith’s ballet overture Cupid and Psyche was performed for the initial time, in
Philadelphia.
The orchestral setting of Commando March by Samuel Barber was performed for the initial time, in Boston.
American forces captured Mondragone on the Tyrrhenian Sea, southeast of Rome.
WORLD WAR II
October 30, Saturday: About 2,200 Slovak troops on the eastern front defected to the USSR.
WORLD WAR II
October 31, Sunday: German Submarine U-584 was sunk by aircraft (VC-9) from escort carrier Card (CVE-11) in the
North Atlantic at 49 degrees 14 minutes North, 31 degrees 55 minutes West.
WORLD WAR II
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NOVEMBER 1943
November: By this point a total of 84 British, 16 Australians, and 1,174 Americans had died at the Japanese POW
camps in Mukden, Manchuria.
WORLD WAR II
November 1, Monday: Kurt Weill relocated from New York City to Hollywood to work on a film with Ira Gershwin.
The amphibious force under Rear Admiral T.S. Wilkinson provided aircraft and destroyer gunfire cover, and
the First Marine Amphibious Corps (3d Marine Division under the command of Lieutenant General A.A.
Vandegrift) went ashore at Cape Torokina on the island of Bougainville in the Solomon Islands. Puruata Island
was also taken.
Cruiser and destroyer force (Rear Admiral A.S. Merrill) and carrier task force (Rear Admiral F.C. Sherman)
shelled and bombed Japanese airfields and installations in the Buka-Bonis area of the Solomons. Rear Admiral
Merrill’s force would later bombard enemy airfields on Shortland Island in the Solomons.
United States Destroyer Fullam (DD-474)was damaged by grounding in the Solomon Islands at 6 degrees 25
minutes South, 154 degrees 53 minutes East.
Soviet forces captured Armyansk, cutting off Axis troops in the Crimea.
British troops took Roccamonfina, southeast of Rome.
German Submarine U-405 was sunk by destroyer Borie (DD-215) in the North Atlantic at 49 degrees 0
minutes North, 31 degrees 14 minutes West.
WORLD WAR II
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November 2, Tuesday: Soviet troops captured Kakhovka near the mouth of the Dnieper.
Over the following week 45,000 survivors of the Warsaw Ghetto would be being executed by gunfire,
in ditches behind the gas chamber at Majdanek.
ANTISEMITISM
The battle of Empress Augusta Bay was fought during darkness as task force comprising 4 light cruisers and
8 destroyers (rear Admiral A.S. Merrill) intercepted Japanese force of 2 heavy and 2 light cruisers and 6
destroyers steaming to attack transports at Empress Augusta Bay, Bougainville, Solomon Islands. Two United
States light cruisers and three destroyers were damaged. One Japanese light cruiser and one destroyer were
sunk; two enemy heavy cruisers and two destroyers were damaged. The enemy force was turned back.
Carrier task force (rear Admiral F. C. Sherman) attacked enemy airfields in the Buka area of the Solomon
Islands.
United States Destroyer Borie (DD-215) sank in consequence of an intentional ramming and gunfire in its
encounter with German Submarine U-405 on the previous day in the eastern Atlantic at 50 degrees 12 minutes
North, 30 degrees 48 minutes West.
United States naval vessels damaged, Battle of Empress Augusta Bay, Solomon Islands:
•
•
•
•

Light cruiser Montpelier (CL-57) by dive bomber
Light cruiser Dnever (CL-58) by naval gunfire
Destroyer Foote (DD-511) by torpedo from surface craft
Destroyer Spence (DD-512) by naval gunfire and collision with destroyer Thatcher (DD-514)

Japanese naval vessels sunk, Battle of Empress Augusta Bay, Solomon Islands:
•
•

Light cruiser Sendai by surface craft
Destroyer Hatsukaze by surface craft
WORLD WAR II

November 3, Wednesday: Mermoz, a film with music by Arthur Honegger, was released in France.
Dance Suite for orchestra by John Alden Carpenter was performed for the initial time, in Washington. It
consists of the already existing Danza and new orchestrations of two piano works, Polonaise américaine and
Tango américain.
How Old was Song? arranged for violin and piano by the composer Henry Cowell was performed for the initial
time, in Colorado Springs.
A Consultative Assembly for Free France met in Algiers.
American forces captured Sess Aurunca, southeast of Rome.
After 2 years imprisonment for publicly praying for the Jews, Pastor Bernhard Lichtenburg was transferred
toward Dachau. He would die before his arrival there.
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300 Jews were deported from Genoa toward Auschwitz.
The Majdanek concentration camp, only 4 kilometers from the town center of Lubin in Poland, had been
created in 1941 and consisted of 144 barracks each of which could contain 300 prisoners. The camp was used
mainly for the execution of Polish Jews and Russian POWs, and it is estimated that about 235,000 people were
killed there inclusive of the civilian political prisoners and of persons suspected of membership in partisan and
resistance groups. Along the way, two of the German camp commandants, Karl Otto Koch and Hermann
Florstedt, would need to be executed by the SS for stealing from camp warehouses. The Russians were coming,
so on this day the contents of the Trawniki, the Poniatowa, and the Majdanek concentration camps, amounting
to some 17,000 or 18,000 men, women, and children, were processed in what the SS termed its Aktion
Erntefest, which is to say, its “Harvest Festival.” This started at 7AM as a line of naked Jews was forcemarched into a huge trench dug within the nearby Krempecki Forest. When it came to be their turn they had
to lie down flat, layer upon layer, to be machine-gunned by S.S. and Ukranian guards. At 6PM petrol was
poured and the pile of bodies began to be consumed. (Today there is a circular mausoleum at the camp entrance
within which there is a huge saucer-shaped thingie heaped with human ashes. Around the dome is inscribed
what would translate as “Let our fate be a warning to you.”)
ANTISEMITISM
WORLD WAR II
November 4, Thursday: Symphony no.8 op.65 by Dmitri Shostakovich was performed for the initial time, in the
Moscow Conservatory Bolshoy Hall (the cCritical response was mixed).
The North Star, a film with music by Aaron Copland, was shown for the initial time, in New York.
The Red Army broke out fromtheir bridgeheads across the Dnieper River near Kiev.
Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Auxiliary submarine chaser #30, by submarine Tautog (SS-199), off Palau Islands, 7 degrees
34 minutes North, 134 degrees 0 minutes East
Surveying ship Tsukushi, by mine, off New Ireland
WORLD WAR II

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

WORLD WAR II

WWII

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE
November 5, Friday: Concerto for two pianos and orchestra by Bohuslav Martinu was performed for the initial time,
in Philadelphia.
Soviet troops overran the area between the Dnieper and Crimea.
Saboteurs blew up the Peugeot factory at Sochaux.
British troops took Vasto on the Adriatic east of Rome.
As the Red Army approached Kiev, the German troops dynamited many ancient churches and public buildings.
That evening the First Czechoslovak Independent Brigade captured the Kiev central railroad station.
In the Pacific theater, aircraft from carrier task group (Rear Admiral F.C. Sherman) sank a number of Japanese
warships at Rabaul, New Britain by bombing.
United States Patrol Torpedo Boat PT-167 was damaged by an aircraft torpedo in the Solomon Islands at 6
degrees 46 minutes South, 154 degrees 46 minutes East.
German Submarine U-848 was sunk by naval land-based aircraft (VB-107) and Army aircraft in the South
Atlantic at 10 degrees 9 minutes South, 18 degrees 0 minutes West.
WORLD WAR II
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November 6, Saturday: The Red Army re-captured Kiev in the Ukraine.
The composer Igor Markevitch arrives by bicycle at the villa north of Fiesole, where Luigi Dallapiccola was
staying, and informed Dallapiccola, whose wife was Jewish, that in Florence roundup of Jews had begun.
Carl Orff’s scenic cantata Catulli Carmina to words of the composer after Catullus, was performed for the
initial time, in the Städtische Bühnen, Leipzig.
United States Destroyer Beatty (DD-640) was sunk by aircraft torpedo off Northwest Africa at 37 degrees 10
minutes North, 6 degrees 0 minutes East.
Japanese Submarine Chaser #11 was sunk by aircraft in the Solomon Islands.
WORLD WAR II
November 7, Sunday: String Quartet no.5 by Paul Hindemith was performed for the initial time, in Washington.
Soviet troops drove past Kiev, taking Fastov, west of the German defense line.
Japanese troops, transported by destroyers, landed near Cape Torokina, Bougainville, Solomon Islands.
British troops launched a limited offensive along the southern coast of Burma.
WORLD WAR II
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November 8, Monday: Anne Frank to her diary: “I see the eight of us with our ‘Secret Annexe’ as if we were a little
piece of blue heaven, surrounded by heavy black rain clouds. The round, clearly defined spot where we stand
is still safe, but the clouds gather more closely about us and the circle which separates us from the approaching
danger closes more and more tightly. Now we are so surrounded by danger and darkness that we bump against
each other, as we search desperately for a means of escape. We all look down below, where people are fighting
each other, we look above, where it is quiet and beautiful, and meanwhile we are cut off by the great dark mass,
which will not let us go upwards, but which stands before us as an impenetrable wall; it tries to crush us, but
cannot do so yet. I can only cry and implore: ‘Oh, if only the black circle could recede and open the way for
us!’”

Führer Adolf Hitler orated: “I too am religious; that is, religious deep inside.” (Of course, he wasn’t lying: he
obviously believed this, believed this most sincerely. There is, after all, a form of religion that amounts to a
legitimation of self-righteousness, and this flavor of religion, rather than being any sort of aberration, rather
than being limited to Germany during its Nazi period — is presumably in all generations the dominant flavor
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in all regions of the world.)

In this timeframe Captain Axel Freiherr von dem Bussche was planning to assassinate Der Führer with a bomb
inside a display of new winter uniforms. However, just before the scheduled demonstration of these new
uniforms, the train car in which they were stored was destroyed by an Allied bombing raid.
A United States Advanced Amphibious Training Base was established in Plymouth, England.
The Chamber of Deputies of Lebanon voted for an immediate end of the French mandate and complete
independence.
United States naval vessels damaged, Cape Torokina, Solomon Islands:
•
•

Light cruiser Birmingham (CL-62), by Japanese dive bombers, 6 degrees 0 minutes South,
154 degrees 0 minutes East
Attack transports Fuller (APA-7) and President Jackson (APA-18), by Japanese dive bombers,
6 degrees 15 minutes South, 155 degrees 5 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

November 9, Tuesday: Soviet forces captured Zhitomir, west of Kiev.
US submarine Wahoo (SS-238) was officially reported as presumed lost somewhere in the Pacific Ocean.175
WORLD WAR II

175. We now know it had been sunk in the La Perouse Strait on October 11th by Japanese naval aircraft.
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November 10, Wednesday: Legend-Sonata in f# minor for cello and piano by Arnold Bax was performed for the initial
time, in Wigmore Hall, London.
German Submarine U-966 was sunk by United States naval land-based aircraft (VB-103 and VB-110) and
Czechoslovakian aircraf off northwest Spain at 44 degrees 0 minutes North, 8 degrees 30 minutes West.
WORLD WAR II
November 11, Thursday: Soviet troops captured Radomyshl, west of Kiev.
French authorities arrested the President and Prime Minister of Lebanon, and dissolved their government that
had been formed by the vote of November 8th.
Americans turned back a Japanese attack on Bougainville.
The US freighter Cape San Juan was heading for Townsville, Australia with 1,348 US troops on board when
it was torpedoed by Japanese submarine I-21.

16 died as the torpedo struck, and 114 died in abandoning the ship. Floaters were picked up by the Liberty Ship
Edwin T. Meredith and the destroyers USS McCalla and USS Dempsey. Somehow the Cape San Juan would
remain afloat for two full days despite an attempt to scuttle it and despite attempts to sink it with naval gunfire.
Aircraft from a couple of carrier task groups (Rear Admirals F.C. Sherman and A.E. Montgomery) which
included 5 carriers in total attacked shipping at Rabaul, New Britain, sinking Japanese Destroyer Suzunami.
WORLD WAR II
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November 12, Friday: William Schuman’s Symphony no.5 “for strings” was performed for the initial time, in Boston.
A German landing on Leros Island in the Aegean was strongly resisted by British and Italian troops.
Luigi Dallapiccola and his Jewish wife left the villa where they were hiding north of Fiesole, heading toward
Como with the intent of making a quick dash for Switzerland if necessary (they would need to return to
Fiesole).
German Submarine U-508 was sunk by naval land-based aircraft (VB-103) in the Bay of Biscay at 46 degrees
0 minutes North, 7 degrees 30 minutes West.
WORLD WAR II
November 13, Saturday: British troops captured Atessa, east of Rome.
Carrier and land-based aircraft began daily bombings of Japanese positions in the Gilbert and Marshall Islands.
US Submarine Narwhal (SS-167) landed personnel and supplies at Paluan Bay, Mindoro, Philippine Islands.
Cruiser and destroyer task force (Rear Admiral A.S. Merrill) was attacked by aircraft off Empress Augusta
Bay, Bougainville, Solomon Islands.
United States Light Cruiser Denver (CL-58) was damaged by aircraft torpedo off Bougainville, Solomon
Islands at 6 degrees 45 minutes South, 154 degrees 15 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
November 14, Sunday: Allied bombers began pulverizing Sofia in Bulgaria.
After guest conductor Bruno Walter becomes ill, assistant conductor and last-minute replacement Leonard
Bernstein made his debut directing the New York Philharmonic in a nationally broadcast concert. This
launched Bernstein’s public career.
WORLD WAR II
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November 15, Monday: Teatro San Carlo in Naples reopened its opera season a month and a half after Allied troops
had entered the city.
Les corps glorieux for organ by Olivier Messiaen was performed for the initial time, at Eglise de la Sainte
Trinité, Paris, the composer himself at the keyboard.
The submarine Narwhal (SS-167) landed supplies at Nasipit, Mindanao, Philippine Islands and evacuated
certain personnel.
German troops recaptured Zhitomir.
German SS leader Heinrich Himmler ordered that Gypsies and “part-Gypsies” be put “on the same level as
Jews and placed in concentration camps.” The first 20 Romani reached Auschwitz from Grodno.
United States Advanced Naval Base and Naval Auxiliary Air Facility, Funafuti were established at Ellice
Island.
WORLD WAR II
November 16, Tuesday: Friend Bayard Rustin posted a letter of refusal to register to local draft board #63. As a
recognized Quaker with religious scruples against war he was entitled to exemption as a conscientious
objector, but refusing to register would be construed as tantamount to refusing to accept alternative service and
he would be sentenced to three years in the federal Lewisburg Penitentiary.

A flight from Britain of 160 American bombers struck a hydro-electric power facility at Vermork in Norway
that included a facility for the creation of heavy water. The raid had been at the insistence of General Leslie
Groves, head of the Allied atomic bomb project at Los Alamos. The bombers hit the plant with but two of their
bombs, killing 22 civilians. The Germans, however, shut down heavy water production and determined to
relocate the project inside Germany, where it could be better defended. (The project would never get underway
again, as the development of V-rockets and jet fighters would soak up all the German development funds.)
Invading Germans completed their conquest of Leros, capturing 8,850 British and Italians.
US Submarine Corvina, on the surface, was sunk near Truk by a Japanese submarine.
Japanese Minelayer Ukishima was sunk by submarine torpedo off Japan.
WORLD WAR II

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

WORLD WAR II

WWII

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE
November 17, Wednesday: The Anxious Bugler for orchestra by John Alden Carpenter was performed for the initial
time, in Carnegie Hall, New York.
Destroyers bombarded an airfield at Buka, Bougainville, Solomon Islands. Japanese aircraft attacked a convoy
carrying Marine reinforcements to Cape Torokina, Bougainville, Solomon Islands.
United States naval vessels sunk:
•
•

High speed transport Mckean (APD-5), by aircraft torpedo, off Bougainville, Solomon Islands,
6 degrees 31 South, 154 degrees 52 minutes East
Submarine Capelin (SS-289) departed Darwin, Australia for Molucca and Celebes Seas and was
not again heard from
WORLD WAR II

November 18, Thursday: The 1st massive Royal Air Force air raid of 440 planes upon Berlin, Germany. —Almost
like, but not exactly like, the following illustration:

184 Berliners were killed.
Soviet troops captured Rechitsa, west of Gomel (Belarus). They also took Ovruch, northwest of Kiev.
United States naval vessel sunk: PT-311, by mine, off Corsica, 40 degrees 41 minutes North, 9 degrees 37
minutes East. Japanese naval vessel sunk: Old destroyer Sanae, by submarine Bluefish (SS-222), Celebes Sea,
4 degrees 52 minutes North, 122 degrees 7 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
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November 19, Friday: German forces began a counterattack against the Soviets on the Ukrainian front.
United States naval vessel damaged:
•

Submarine Nautilus (SS-168), accidentally by United States naval gunfire, Gilbert Islands area,
1 degree 5 minutes North, 173 degrees 3 minutes East
TIMELINE OF ACCIDENTS

United States naval vessels sunk:
•
•
•

Submarine Sculpin (SS-191), by destroyer gunfire, Central Pacific area
PT-147, damaged by grounding, eastern New Guinea area, 5 degrees 55 minutes South, 147
degrees 20 minutes East; sunk by United States forces
Submarine chaser SC-1067, foundered, off Attu, Aleutian Islands
WORLD WAR II

November 20, Saturday (although the Gilbert Islands are to the east of the dateline, west longitude dates were the
standard in WWII operational reports): The 2d Marine Division assaulted Japanese forces on Betio Island of
the atoll of Tarawa in the Gilbert Islands of the Central Pacific. There was also a landing, somewhat more
successful, on the island of Makin. The operation was under the overall command of Vice Admiral R.A.
Spruance, Commander Central Pacific Force.
There had been demonstrations in Britain for the previous several days, because the government had
announced that it was going to release British fascist leader Sir Oswald Mosley and Lady Diana Mosley from
prison due to his ill health. On this day the couple was in fact released.
United States naval vessels damaged, Gilbert Islands:
•
•
•
•

Battleship Mississippi (BB-41), by accidental explosion, 3 degrees 10 minutes North, 172 degrees
TIMELINE OF ACCIDENTS
58 minutes East
Light carrier Independence (CVL-22), by aircraft torpedo, 1 degree 30 minutes North, 172 degrees
40 minutes East
Destroyer Ringgold (DD-500), by coastal batteries on Tarawa, 1 degree 24 minutes North,
172 degrees 58 minutes East
Destroyer Dashiell (DD-659), by grounding, 1 degree 0 minutes North, 173 degrees 0 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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November 21, Sunday: New waves of Marines came ashore on Tarawa, and by noon the invasion of that island was
back on track.
British troops gained a bridgehead over the River Sangro in Italy.
British planes bombed Berlin, killing 1,315 more Berliners.
French authorities released the Lebanese government leaders who had been arrested on November 11th.
A Marine reconnaissance company was put ashore on Abemama in the Gilbert Islands, by the submarine
Nautilus (SS-168).
The Imperial Japanese Navy destroyer IJN Urakaze was acting as a destroyer escort for a Japanese fleet,
including the battleships Yamato and Kongo, as they were returning from Brunei toward Kure, Japan. Under
cover of darkness the USS Sealion sent off a salvo of 6 torpedoes toward the Kongo, three of which would
detonate. In the meanwhile it sent of another salvo of 3 torpedoes, which struck the Urakaze. A torpedo
exploding in the ship’s magazine sent the destroyer down in a matter of minutes, about 65 miles north west of
Taiwan. 308 died. Apparently, from the Urakaze, there was not a single floater.176
Some hours later, after an internal explosion, the Konga also sank.
WORLD WAR II

176. At a first order of approximation there seems to be a remarkable similarity between fighting at sea and feeding fish.

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

WORLD WAR II

WWII

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE
November 22, Monday: Violin Concerto by Arnold Bax was performed for the initial time, over the airwaves of the
BBC Home Service.
Lebanon became independent of France.
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt, Prime Minister Winston Churchill, and President Chiang Kai-shek of
China conferred at Cairo, in a meeting that would continue until November 26th.
American troops completed their conquest of Makin Island in the Gilbert Islands (Butaritari, Kiribati).
764 British bombers attacked Berlin, hitting many government buildings and killing 1,864 additional
Berliners.
United States naval vessel damaged:
•

Destroyer Frazier (DD-607), by intentional ramming of Japanese submarine, Gilbert Islands area,
1 degree 25 minutes North, 174 degrees 40 minutes East

The submarine that had been sunk by this ramming:
•

Submarine I-35, by destroyers Meade (DD-602), and Frazier (DD-607), Gilbert Islands area,
1 degree 22 minutes North, 172 degrees 47 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

November 23, Tuesday: German troops landed on Samos in the Aegean and took 2,500 British troops prisoner.
A ME262 jet was demonstrated before Führer Adolf Hitler.
Betio, Tarawa Atoll, and Makin in the Gilbert Islands were declared secured.
Cruiser and destroyer force (Rear Admiral A.S. Merrill) bombarded Buka-Bonis area, Bougainville, Solomon
Islands.
United States naval vessel sunk:
•

PT-322, by grounding, eastern New Guinea area, 6 degrees 9 minutes South, 147 degrees
36 minutes East; sunk by United States forces

Japanese naval vessel sunk:
•

Frigate Wakamiya, by submarine Gudgeon (SS-211), East China Sea, 28 degrees 49 minutes North,
122 degrees 11 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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November 24, Wednesday: Americans complete their conquest of Tarawa. Over 6,000 lives had been lost in the battle,
primarily due to a miscalculation of the level of the ocean above an offshore reef that had caused an entire
wave of invading Marines to be stranded in a kill zone.
The American escort carrier USS Liscombe Bay (CVE-56) was struck by Japanese torpedoes near Makin
Island in the Gilberts, 2 degrees 58 minutes North, 172 degrees 26 minutes East. They had been sent from
Lieutenant-Commander Tadashi Tabata’s I-175 sub.

Our carrier went down in 23 minutes. The stern of the ship simply vanished when the aircraft bombs in the
hold blew. 644 died including its commander, Rear Admiral Henry A. Mullinix.177 Fragments of steel, tatters
of clothing, and shreds of human flesh showered onto the deck of the USS New Mexico almost a mile away.
55 officers and 217 enlisted men were plucked from the waves by the destroyer USS Hoel. Many depth charges

177. Black mess steward and ships’ boxing champion Doris “Dorie” Miller was also among the dead. (Notice that whenever we
give a body count we make special mention of the corpses of the important or famous. Although we consider that all human corpses
are equivalently dead, we don’t seem to be self-conscious about this practice at all. Isn’t that amazing?) Miller had won the Navy
Cross at Pearl Harbor by moving his mortally wounded captain to a place of greater safety and then manning a .50-caliber machine
gun on the deck of the USS West Virginia until its ammo ran out. Miller had had no formal training in the use of weapons, other of
course than his fists, but remarked afterward, “I think I got one of those Jap planes.” On June 30, 1973, the destroyer USS Miller
would be named in his memory. Don’t you love a good story? –there have been legislative efforts to upgrade Dorie’s medallion to
the Congressional Medal of Honor but to date these efforts have been unsuccessful.
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were of course being dropped randomly, but I-175 escaped intact.

The Carrier Wasp (CV-18) was commissioned at Quincy, Massachusetts; this vessel was named for carrier
Wasp (CV-7) that had sunk on September 15, 1942 near Espirtu Santo, New Hebrides.
WORLD WAR II
November 25, Thursday: Incidental music to Sackville-West’s (after Homer) radio play The Rescue by Benjamin
Britten was performed for the initial time, over the airwaves of the BBC Home Service.
Un seul amour, a film with music by Arthur Honegger, was shown for the initial time, in Paris.
Sonata da camera for cello and chamber orchestra by Bohuslav Martinu was performed for the initial time, in
Geneva.
American bombers based in China struck at Formosa for the initial time.
The Red Army began an offensive between Mogilev and Gomel.
The Battle of Cape St. George was fought during the early hours as a squadron of 5 US destroyers under
Captain A.A. Burke intercepted 5 Japanese destroyers off Cape St. George, New Ireland. Three of the enemy
destroyers were sunk and one was damaged. No United States ship suffered damage.
Carrier-based aircraft bombed Kavieng, New Ireland.
United States Advanced Amphibious Base, Salcombe, Devonshire, England, was established.
Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Destroyers Onami, Makinami, and Yugiri, by destroyer torpedoes and gunfire, Battle of Cape
St. George, New Ireland
Submarine I-19, by destroyer Radford (DD-446), north of Gilbert Islands, 3 degrees 10 minutes
North, 171 degrees 55 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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November 26, Friday: United States Naval Air Facilities were established at Amapa, Aratu, and Belem, Brazil; United
States Naval Air Facilities (Lighter than Air) were established at Fernando Noronha, Fortaleza, and Ipitanga,
Brazil.
American forces completed their conquest of Abemama in the Gilbert Islands (Kiribati).
Soviet forces captured Gomel (Belarus).
British planes bombed Berlin killing 666 more.
An earthquake in Turkey killed about 4,000 people.
The 1st Cairo Conference of President Franklin Delano Roosevelt, British Prime Minister Winston Churchill,
and President Chiang Kai-shek of China, which had been in session since November 22d, was brought to an
end.

READ THE FULL TEXT
The HMT Rohna, a 8,602-ton British liner/troopship crewed by Indian seamen under British officers and
captained by an Australian, owned by the British India Steam Navigation Company, was carrying 2,193
passengers including 1,988 US soldiers, 7 Red Cross people, and a crew of 198 from Oran, Algeria

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

WORLD WAR II

WWII

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE
toward Bombay, India via the Suez Canal, as part of convoy KMF 26 of 24 ships. Between Algiers and
Phillopville the Rohna was struck by a German HS 293 “glider bomb” that had been sent out from a Heinkel
177 bomber of 11/KG-40 (this “glider bomb” amounted to the world’s 1st guided missile: every year we think
up a new way to kill you).
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The Rohna sank in less than half an hour and 1,047 US troops and 102 crewmen died. Between 10:30PM and
midnight, rescue ships, including the minesweeper SS Pioneer, the Red Cross ship Clan Campbell, and the

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

WORLD WAR II

WWII

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE
Rohna’s sister ship HMT Rajula, reported themselves as “sailing through a sea of floating bodies.” (Survivors
would be put ashore at Phillopville and taken care of there by a British army unit. For some reason the details
of this engagement would for many years be held as a state secret.)178
Eight out of this flight of Heinkel 177s had been shot down.
WORLD WAR II

178. At a first order of approximation there seems to be a remarkable similarity between fighting at sea and feeding fish.
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November 27, Saturday: Incidental music to Claudel’s play Le Soulier de Satin by Arthur Honegger was performed
for the initial time, in the Comédie-française, Paris.
Anne Frank to her diary: “Lies, Lies, if only I could take you away, if only I could let you share all the things
I enjoy. It is too late now, I can’t help, or repair the wrong I have done. But I shall never forget her again, and
I shall always pray for her.”

WORLD WAR II

November 28, Sunday: Germans surrounded a Soviet force at Korosten, northwest of Kiev, inflicting heavy losses.
Allied troops attacked in force across the Sangro River, Italy.
Heads of state President Franklin Delano Roosevelt, Prime Minister Winston Churchill, and General Secretary
Iosef Vissarionovich Dzugashvili (“Stalin”), had a VIP meet in Teheran, Iran. (They’d be birds of a feather
plotting together, divvying up the spoils of war, until December 1st.)
WORLD WAR II
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November 29, Monday: Olivier Messiaen began giving private harmony classes at the home of Guy BernardDelapierre in Paris.
Harry Partch auditioned successfully for the concert committee of the League of Composers.
The Anti-Fascist Council of the National Liberation of Yugoslavia met for the 2d time, in Jajce, and declared
itself the government of Yugoslavia, proclaiming the government-in-exile to be illegitimate and prohibiting
King Petar from returning. Josip Broz Tito became prime minister.
Allied troops took Fossacesia on the Adriatic, east of Rome.
Carrier Hornet (CV-12), was commissioned at Newport News, Virginia; this vessel was named for the carrier
Hornet (CV-8) that had sunk on October 27, 1942 after the Battle of Santa Cruz Island.
United States naval vessel sunk: Destroyer Perkins (DD-377), by collision with Australian troop ship, eastern
New Guinea area, 9 degrees 39 minutes South, 150 degrees 4 minutes East.
German submarine sunk: U-86, by aircraft (VC-19) from escort carrier Bogue (CVE-9), east of Azores Islands,
39 degrees 33 minutes North, 19 degrees 1 minute West
WORLD WAR II

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

WORLD WAR II

WWII

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE
November 30, Tuesday: String Quartet no.6 “Il quarteto brasileiro” by Heitor Villa-Lobos was performed for the initial
time, in Rio de Janeiro.
German troops drove the Soviets out of Korosten, northwest of Kiev.
WORLD WAR II
Fascist Italy ordered the deportation of all Jews and the complete expropriation of their property.
ANTISEMITISM
Prime Minister Badoglio of Free Italy announced in Naples that King Victor Emmanuel III was stripped of the
titles “King of Albania” and “Emperor of Ethiopia.”
Destroyers bombarded Japanese positions on Empress Augusta Bay of Bougainville in the Solomon Islands.
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt reminisced with Iosef Vissarionovich Dzugashvili (“Stalin”) at Teheran
that “if the Japanese had not attacked the US he doubted very much if it would have been possible to send any
American forces to Europe.”

He made it sound almost as if he had been glad it had happened. –But he couldn’t have been glad for this loss
of life, could he?

THE TEHERAN CONFERENCE
Teheran
The persons wane and fade, they fade out of meaning. Personal greatness
Was never more than a trick of the light, a halo of illusion: — but who are
these little smiling attendants
On a world’s agony, meeting in Teheran to plot against whom what future?
The future is clear enough,
In the firelight of burning cities and pain-light of that long battle-line,
That monstrous ulcer reaching from the Arctic Ocean to the Black Sea,
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slowly rodent westward: There will be Russia
And America; two powers alone in the world; two bulls in one pasture. And
what is unlucky Germany
Between these foreheads?
Observe also
How rapidly civilization coarsens and decays; its better qualities, foresight,
humaneness, disinterested
Respect for truth, die first; its worst will be last. — Oh well: The future!
When man stinks, turn to God.
— Robinson Jeffers
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DECEMBER 1943
December: Philip Van Doren Stern self-printed his short story THE GREATEST GIFT about overcoming thoughts of
holiday suicide after it had been rejected by a publisher, and dispatched it as a palm-sized 4,000-word 24-page
Christmas booklet to 200 of his friends.

ELECTRIC

WALDEN

A news item relating to the development of ELECTRIC
WALDEN technology: Alan Turing and his team
at Bletchley Park near Cambridge, England completed the 1st or “Mark I” version of their “Colossus.” This
was a secret special-purpose decryption machine, not exactly a calculator but close. It used 2400 tubes for its
logic calculations, and read characters optically from five long paper-tape loops moving at 5000 characters per
second. The machine would break the German military message code.
WORLD WAR II
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December 1, Wednesday: Piano Sonata no.3 by Ernst Krenek was performed for the initial time, in Bridgman Hall,
Hamline University, St. Paul, Minnesota, by the composer.
The US Naval Air Ferry Command was established.
The United States, Great Britain, and China issued a joint statement as a result of the Cairo Conference which
had ended on November 26th. They had decided that they were going to strip Japan of any and all territories
it had added to itself, since 1895.
The Teheran Conference attended by President Franklin Delano Roosevelt, Prime Minister Winston Churchill,
and General Secretary Iosef Vissarionovich Dzugashvili (“Stalin”) ended (they had been meeting since
November 28th).
WORLD WAR II
December 2, Thursday: The harbor of Bari on Italy’s Adriatic coast had gotten just jam-packed with Allied merchant
ships as convoy after convoy had brought in supplies for the British, American, and Canadian armies that were
advancing up the Italian peninsula. Captain Knowles’s Liberty ship, the USS John Harvey, was offloading its
cargo at Berth 29 when more than a hundred German JU-88 bombers flew over. Rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr. Part of Captain
Knowles’s cargo, unfortunately, was a hundred tons of mustard bombs, being brought in just in case the
Germans resorted again to gas warfare. A unit of the 701st Chemical Maintenance Company of course had this
dangerous and tempting shipment under close guard. The blast wave created by the John Harvey demolished
or sank 17 other vessels in the harbor as well, destroying some 38,000 tons of war supplies, and more than
1,000 army and navy men, civilian workers, and townspeople were injured or died or just went up with the
rising smoke. Hundreds were struggling in the oil-covered water as ship after ship was exploding or catching
fire. Then, in the jammed Allied hospitals, the medicos were at a loss to understand what it had been that had
created such unusually magnificent skin effects. Over and above the usual war hospital odor of mingled ether,
shit, burning chicken feathers, rotting meat, and gunsmoke, there was this funny odor like someone had just
eaten a ham sandwich, a ham sandwich with lots and lots of mustard. Of the only 617 to make it to the
hospitals, 83 wouldn’t make it to the New Year. If the medicos had known at the time it was an accidental
detonation of the Allied stockpile of 2,000 M47A1 sulfur mustard (H) poison gas bombs, it is possible that
they could have come up with the proper treatment and saved some more lives. –But, of course, there weren’t
any members of the 701st Chemical Maintenance Company still around to tell them. (The first casualty of war
being, as the saying goes, the truth, Winston Churchill immediately imposed a total secrecy order, and it would
not be until about 5 years later that we would begin to hear of this.)
TIMELINE OF ACCIDENTS

An official account:
One United States naval vessel that was damaged on this day was more promptly acknowledged:
•

Gasoline tanker Aroostook (AOG-14), by horizontal bomber, Italian area, 41 degrees 6 minutes
North, 16 degrees 52 minutes East
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President Franklin Delano Roosevelt and Prime Minister Winston Churchill met in Cairo with Generalissimo
Chiang Kai-Shek of China. Lord Mountbatten proposed the recapture of Burma.
British troops captured Lanciano, on the Adriatic Sea east of Rome.
The British government announced that it planned to conscript 30,000 men to work in coal mines.
British bombers struck at Berlin, killing 378 Berliners.
The submarine Narwhal (SS-167), landed ammunition and stores at, and then evacuated certain personnel
from, Mindanao in the Philippine Islands.
WORLD WAR II
December 3, Friday: Symphony no.4 “Requiem” by Howard Hanson was performed for the initial time, in Boston,
under the baton of the composer.
The IJN Chuyo, an escort carrier of the Imperial Japanese Navy, was torpedoed by the USS Sailfish. The Chuyo
sank in about 6 minutes after being hit by the 3rd torpedo. Around 1,250 died and 160 floaters were picked up
by escort destroyers. Aboard the Chuyo had been 20 American POWs, survivors of the USS Sculpin that had
been sunk earlier off Truk Island. Only one of them was a floater.179
(Talk about coincidences — before the war the submarine Sailfish had been the USS Squalus, that had sunk
with the loss of a number of its crew and had then been salvaged and reconsecrated under the new name USS
Sailfish. When the Squalus had sunk, the 1st on the scene of that tragedy had been the USS Sculpin. So, what
goes around comes around, doesn’t it now?)
100 tram workers in Warsaw were publicly executed as a reprisal for an act of sabotage.
British planes bombed Leipzig, destroying the center of the city.
The United States Naval Air Facility at Sao Luiz, Brazil was established.
WORLD WAR II

179. At a first order of approximation there seems to be a remarkable similarity between fighting at sea and feeding fish.

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

WORLD WAR II

WWII

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE
December 4, Saturday: In an Allied air raid on Leipzig, the buildings and stockroom of Breitkopf and Härtel were
destroyed, incinerating all but a few of the copper plates used to print works of the great masters during their
lifetimes. Manuscripts and other precious items had been stored in rural air raid shelters by the employees.
Bolivia announced that it has declared war on Germany and Japan.
The Great Depression was declared to be over, and the “WPA” Works Progress Administration was
discontinued.
Aircraft from task force which includes six carriers (Rear Admiral C.A. Pownall) bombed Kwajalein and
Wotje Atolls, Marshall Islands.
WORLD WAR II
United States naval vessels damaged, Marshall Islands:
•
•

Carrier Lexington (CV-16), by aircraft torpedo, 13 degrees 30 minutes North, 171 degrees
25 minutes East
Light cruiser Mobile (CL-63), by accidental explosion, 12 degrees 47 minutes North, 170 degrees
57 minutes East
TIMELINE OF ACCIDENTS

•

Destroyer Taylor (DD-468), accidentally by United States naval gunfire, 10 degrees 0 minutes
North, 170 degrees 0 minutes East
TIMELINE OF ACCIDENTS

December 5, Sunday: Three Songs from Viae inviae op.23 for voice and piano by Anton Webern to words of Jone,
were performed for the initial time, in Basel. It was part of an all-Webern concert to mark the composer’s 60th
birthday (December 3). Webern’s music was banned in his homeland.
The Catalogue for three voices, piano and bassoon by Gian Carlo Menotti to words of the Curtis Institute of
Music 1943-1944 catalogue, was performed for the initial time, privately, at the Institute in Philadelphia.
The Allies began bombing V-1 launched sites.
US destroyers bombarded Choiseul Bay area, Choiseul Island, Solomon Islands.
Japanese warplanes bombed Calcutta, India.
WORLD WAR II

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

WORLD WAR II

WWII

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE
December 6, Monday: Opus Americanum for orchestra by Darius Milhaud, composed to thank the country which took
him in when he was a refugee, was performed for the initial time, in San Francisco.
The United States, Great Britain, and the Soviet Union issued a joint statement as a result of the Teheran
Conference which had ended on December 1st. They pledged themselves to the complete defeat of Germany
and the setting up of an enduring and just peace.
General Dwight David “Ike” Eisenhower, US Army, was named commander of the Allied Expeditionary Force
for the invasion of Europe.
WORLD WAR II
December 8, Wednesday: Two song groups for voice and piano by Francis Poulenc were performed for the initial
time, in the Salle Gaveau, Paris, the composer himself at the keyboard: “Métamorphoses to words of Vilmorin”
and the “Deux poèmes de Louis Aragon.”
A task group including carriers, battleships, and destroyers, under Rear Admiral W.A. Lee, bombed Nauru
Island.
United States naval vessel damaged: Destroyer Boyd (DD-544), by coastal defense batteries, Nauru Island
WORLD WAR II
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December 10, Friday: Choeurs monodiques op.169 for male chorus by Charles Koechlin was performed for the initial
time, privately, in a production of Alceste by Euripedes (translated by Marchand) in Paris.
Soviet troops captured Znamenka, west of Dnepropetrovsk.
United States Destroyer Sigourney (DD-643) was damaged by grounding in the Solomon Islands at 6 degrees
21 minutes South, 155 degrees 10 minutes East.

WORLD WAR II
December 11, Saturday: Prelúdios for guitar by Heitor Villa-Lobos were performed for the initial time, in Montevideo.
New World a-Comin’ for piano and jazz ensemble by Duke Ellington was performed for the initial time, in
Carnegie Hall, New York, the composer himself at the keyboard.
Francis Albert “Frank” Sinatra appeared for his draft physical at local draft board #19 in Jersey City, New
Jersey and informed the doctor that he feared crowds and elevators. The physician noted that he was four
pounds underweight, and classified psychoneurosis. At birth, Old Blue Eyes had had a perforated left eardrum.
Previous to this encounter with the draft, Sinatra had been representing himself to doctors as in perfect health
with no mental or physical disabilities whatever. On December 17, 1940 he had testified that “To the best of
my knowledge, I have no physical or mental defects or diseases.” On November 7, 1941 or slightly before, he
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had responded to “Do you have any physical defects of diseases?” with “No.” On October 22, 1943 he had
responded to “5. What Physical or Mental Defects of Diseases Have You Had in the Past, if any?” with “No”
and had responded to “6. Have you ever been treated at an institution, sanitarium or asylum?” with “No.”
On the basis of the information available to him, Local Board Examining Physician A. Povalski had at that
time found Francis Albert Sinatra to have none of the defects listed as qualifying for exclusion from military
service. However, at this point he was classified as 4F physically and/or mentally unavailable for military
service, the diagnosis being “1. chronic perforation tympanium; 2. chronic mastoiditis.”180
In the World War II movie made from the 1951 novel FROM HERE TO ETERNITY, released in 1953, Frank would
assume the role of a fuckheaded soldier, and on this basis he would win Hollywood acting awards.
December 12, Sunday: German Submarine U-172 was sunk by aircraft (VC-19) from escort carrier Bogue (CVE-9),
and destroyers Badger (DD-126), Dupont (DD-152), Clemson (DD-186), and Ingraham (DD-694) in the midAtlantic, at 26 degrees 19 minutes North, 29 degrees 58 minutes West.
On 12th day of 12th month the Quaker monthly meeting in Durham, North Carolina was organized as an
independent monthly meeting. During WWII, conscientious objectors who were serving in Civilian Public
Service at Duke University Hospital were attending the Meeting and honoring the Peace Testimony of the
Religious Society of Friends, adding to its numbers and spiritual depth. In its early years, evening meetings
for worship were held in various members’ homes, in the social room of Duke Divinity School, in York
Chapel, and by 1953 in the basement of Duke University Chapel. The first gathering for worship had been held
on 14th day of 11th month 1937 in the home of Lieuetta and Elbert Russell because President William Preston
Few of Duke University, in whose early history both Quakers and Methodists played an active role, had asked
Dean Russell of the university’s Divinity School, as a Quaker, to reach out to other Friends among the faculty
and students. Susan Gower Smith, medical researcher at the Medical Center, and her husband, David Tillerson
Smith, professor of microbiology and pathology in the School of Medicine, had been present at that initial
meeting. In 1955 Friends would move a small temporary building the Smiths had obtained for the Meeting to
land it had purchased on Alexander Avenue, making First Day morning meetings for worship finally possible.
The goal of having a permanent meetinghouse would materialize a year later with the dedication of the 1st
brick meetinghouse on the 12th day of 9th month, 1956. The temporary building would then provide a place
for First Day School, and later it would become the initial classroom of the Carolina Friends School Early
School. The first permanent meetinghouse, as well as the survival of the Meeting itself, depended almost
entirely on the faith, foresight, financial support, and sustaining presence of the Smiths. At that time there were
only a dozen families involved in the Meeting and an average attendance of only twelve persons. Yet many
concerns occupied the thoughts and time of the Meeting during its early years: the elimination of racial
prejudice, the rehabilitation of prisoners in North Carolina, advocacy for the aged in the community, and aid
to individuals in distress due to wars and physical displacement. Over time the meeting would grow,
establishing connections with the world of Friends and witnessing to the surrounding community and wider
world. On 14th day of 11th month 1954, the Meeting would join the North Carolina Yearly Meeting
(Conservative), called conservative because Meetings in this Yearly Meeting were maintaining the original
silent form of worship and other traditions of early Friends. With racial integration and the promotion of
Quaker values their top priorities, Susan and David Smith, Martha and Peter Klopfer, and Chapel Hill Friends
would in 1962 join together to form the Carolina Friends School Corporation, with the blessing of Durham and
Chapel Hill Meetings. For the first couple of years Carolina Friends School classes would be held solely on
the Durham Friends Meeting campus. In 1966 the first grade would move to the Orange County campus on
land provided by Martha and Peter Klopfer and Susan and David Smith. With a 2-room brick addition funded
180. It is clear that Sinatra was never any threat to our nation, even in wartime, since his behavior was motivated merely by
opportunism and greed, and since he had not an idea in his head. Our nation therefore had no need to punish him for draft evasion.
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by the Smiths, the Early School complex would serve Carolina Friends School for more than 35 years before
being removed to make way for the new meetinghouse. During 12th month 1968, Durham Friends Meeting
and other meetings in the general area would meet in Durham to form what would become the Piedmont
Friends Fellowship. The aim of this organization would be to deal with the special needs of unprogrammed
meetings in this region, particularly regarding Friends’ response to the continued war in Vietnam. Active in
draft counseling during the Vietnam War, the Meeting would in 1969 contribute to the establishment of Quaker
House in Fayetteville and later its military counseling service and an unprogrammed meeting. The first
resident directors there would be from the Meeting (two families presently in the Meeting have served as
resident directors as well). In 1975 the Piedmont Friends Fellowship would become affiliated with Friends
General Conference. Thus the Meeting would come to have connections with two branches of unprogrammed
Friends, the Wilburite Friends through the Yearly Meeting and the Hicksite branch through the Piedmont
Friends Fellowship and Friends General Conference (this is unusual among Conservative Friends). The 1980s
would bring an increase in attendance, particularly in the number of families with children, and consequently
a need for more adequate Early School and First Day School facilities. In 1987 members of Durham Meeting
would begin a spiritual process of discernment and planning to meet these needs. In collaboration with
Carolina Friends School, a new Early School building shared by First Day School would completed during 9th
month 2001. After a long period of discernment, the Meeting would in 10th month 1993 approve a minute
supporting same gender marriage by affirming the Light in all spiritual, emotional, and physical relationships
between individuals that are characterized by love, support, growth, and sincerity and in which faith, hope, and
truth abide. Further expanding its campus, the Meeting would during 6th month 2004 complete the new larger
meetinghouse, ushering in a new period of growth. A few years later the restoration of the historic
meetinghouse would be complete with a renovated kitchen to support a growing program for youth. Today
there are 330 active members and attenders in the Meeting and 116 children and young people, who, with their
families, have contributed to the Meeting’s growth and vibrancy in recent years. The Meeting’s many
committees have become more active, and new ones, such as Earthcare Witness, have been added. Through
all the years the Meeting has lent support to the Friends Committee on National Legislation and the American
Friends Service Committee, both with financial contributions and the service of many meeting members as
volunteers and staff. Two members of the Meeting served as Peace Education directors in the American
Friends Service Committee’s Southeastern Region. In these ways and through the varied leadings of individual
members and committees, the Meeting has remained faithful to the movement of Spirit, centering down
together in the silence, and seeking guidance from the Light within.
December 13, Monday morning: There had been partisan activity in the vicinity of the town of Kalavryta in southern
Greece, so it was surrounded this morning by the “Kampfgruppe Ebersberger.” The German soldiers herded
the inhabitants into the local school and separated females and little boys from men and from boys who were
not exactly what you’d call little any more. This second group was marched at gunpoint to a hollow in a nearby
hillside and the Germans took up positions behind machine-guns. They all watched as their town was set on
fire. Just after 2PM a red flare was fired, the prearranged signal. At 2.34PM the machinegunning was complete
and the soldiers marched away. In that hollow were the bodies of 696 persons, 13 still alive. In the town, 8
houses out of nearly 500 were still extant. During the late afternoon the Greek women and little boys were
released to wander in the smoking ruins of their homes and inspect the pile of bodies to find their loved ones.
(Now there is a memorial there, bearing this date, but rather than 683 names being on the monument, there are
1,300 names — because people were being executed that day in nearby villages as well.)
WORLD WAR II
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US Submarine Pompon (SS-267) laid mines southwest of Cochin China.
German Submarine U-593 was sunk by United States destroyer Wainwright (DD-419) and British surface craft
in the Mediterranean at 37 degrees 38 minutes North, 5 degrees 58 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
December 14, Tuesday: Soviet forces begin a new offensive south of Nevel. They also captured Cherkassy on the west
bank of the Dnieper.
Nine members of the Polish Communist Party were executed at Herby near Czestachowa. Don’t be that way.
United States Naval Air Facility, Maceio, Brazil, was established.
WORLD WAR II
United States naval vessel sunk:
•

PT-239, by accidental fire, Solomon Islands area, 7 degrees 42 minutes South, 156 degrees
47 minutes East
TIMELINE OF ACCIDENTS

December 15, Wednesday: Army troops were landed on Arawe Peninsula, New Britain.
United States Naval Operating Base, Treasury Islands, Solomon Islands, was established.
504 Allied POWs from the Sham Shui Camp in Hong Kong embarked on the Soung Cheong for Takao,
Formosa. They would be transferred to the Japanese 6,000-ton transport Toyama Maru at Takao and all would
disembark safely at Moji, Japan on January 5/6, 1944. (The Toyama Maru would be torpedoed by the USS
Sturgeon on June 29, 1944 while carrying more than 6,000 soldiers of the Japanese 44th Independent Mixed
Brigade and approximately 5,400 of these soldiers would drown.)181
WORLD WAR II

181. At a first order of approximation there seems to be a remarkable similarity between fighting at sea and feeding fish.
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December 16, Thursday: British bombers struck Berlin, killing 1,011.
Japanese Submarine I-179 was sunk by naval land-based aircraft (VP-52) off New Britain, at 4 degrees 28
minutes South, 147 degrees 22 minutes East. German Submarine U-73 was sunk by destroyers Trippe (DD403) and Woolsey (DD-437) off Oran, at 36 degrees 7 minutes North, 0 degrees 50 minutes West.
WORLD WAR II
December 17, Friday: President Franklin Delano Roosevelt signed the repeal of the Chinese Exclusion Acts of 1882,
which had set limits on yellow-peril Chinese immigration.
United States naval vessel sunk:
•

Coastal transport APC-21, by Japanese dive bomber, off New Britain, 6 degrees 15 minutes South,
149 degrees 1 minute East

United States naval vessel damaged:
•

Motor minesweeper YMS-50, by Japanese horizontal bomber, off New Britain, 6 degrees 12
minutes South, 149 degrees 3 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

December 18, Saturday: W.E.B. Du Bois became the 1st African-American named to the National Institute of Arts and
Letters.
US Submarine Cabrilla (SS-288) laid mines off Cambodia, Indochina.
Generalissimo Chiang Kai-Shek gave General Joseph W. Stilwell command of the Chinese troops in Burma
and India.
WORLD WAR II
December 19, Sunday: Folk Rhythms of Today for orchestra by Roy Harris was performed for the initial time, over
the airwaves of the NBC radio network originating in New York.
Four S.S. soldiers were publicly executed for war crimes in Kharkov.
Japanese naval vessel sunk:
•

Destroyer Namukaze, by submarine Grayback (SS-208), off the Ryukyu Islands, 26 degrees
29 minutes North, 128 degrees 26 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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December 20, Monday: The Spanish government frees all political prisoners except those guilty of murder or who had
been held more than five years.
There was a military coup in Bolivia.
Destroyers bombard Japanese positions on northeastern coast of Bougainville, Solomon Islands. Naval Air
Training command was established at Naval Air Station, Pensacola, Florida.
Japanese naval vessel sunk: Destroyer Fuyo, by submarine Puffer (SS-268), Philippine Islands area, 14
degrees 44 minutes North, 119 degrees 55 minutes East
German submarine sunk: U-850, by aircraft (VC-19), from escort carrier Bogue (CVE-9), mid-Atlantic area,
32 degrees 54 minutes North, 37 degrees 1 minute West
WORLD WAR II
December 21, Tuesday: Naval aircraft from Attu, Aleutian Islands, bombed the Paramushiro- Shimushu area of the
Kurile Islands.
United States Coast Guard vessel lost:
•

Coastal transport APC-2, by Japanese dive bomber, off New Britain, 6 degrees 12 minutes South,
149 degrees 3 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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December 23, Thursday: On this day a 4-month work strike by 23 conscientious objectors resulted in the ending of
racial segregation at Danbury Federal Prison.

OHNE MICH!
(Wasn’t this nice: our boys had found something worthwhile to do during their long confinement!)
As part of Task Group 21.41 on convoy escort duty in the North Atlantic, the 4-stack destroyer USS Leary was
struck on the starboard side with a new thingie, a GNAT acoustic torpedo from the U-boat U275. (Every year
we find a new way to kill you.) The new thingie took out the ship’s after engine room and the men on duty
there died instantly. The destroyer listed to 20 degrees and began to wallow helplessly. Then it exploded and
of course went right down. Commander James Kayes and 96 others died. Some floaters were retrieved by the
destroyer USS Schenck. Let’s hope they had a Merry Christmas.
Also, on this day, we gave up on the US submarine Corvina (SS-226) and reported it as having sunk,
somewhere in the Pacific Ocean.
Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Submarine I-39, by destroyer escort Griswold (DE-7), Solomon Islands area, 9 degrees
23 minutes South, 160 degrees 9 minutes East
Gunboat Nanyo, by aircraft (location unknown)
WORLD WAR II

December 24-26: The Red Army launched offensives on the Ukrainian front west of Kiev.
WORLD WAR II
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December 24, Friday: Anne Frank to her diary: “‘Would anyone, either Jew or non-Jew, understand this about me, that
I am simply a young girl badly in need of some rollicking fun?’”

British bombers struck Berlin, killing 282.
General Dwight David “Ike” Eisenhower became the Supreme Allied Commander in Europe.
Task force of 3 cruisers and four destroyers (Rear Admiral A.S. Merrill) bombarded the Buka-Bunis area of
the Solomon Islands.
United States Advanced Amphibious Base, Dartmouth, England, was established.
United States naval vessel sunk: Destroyer Leary (DD-158), by submarine torpedo, North Atlantic area, 45
degrees 0 minutes North, 22 degrees 0 minutes West
German submarine sunk: U-645, by destroyer Schenck (DD-159), North Atlantic area, 45 degrees 20 minutes
North, 21 degrees 40 minutes West
WORLD WAR II
December 25, Saturday: American bombers destroyed 7 V-1 launched sites.
Aircraft from carrier task group (Rear Admiral F.C. Sherman) bombed Kavieng, New Ireland.
WORLD WAR II
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December 26, Sunday: After heavy pre-invasion bombardment and bombing by ship gunfire and aircraft of the 7th
Amphibious Force (Rear Admiral D.E. Barbey), the 1st Marine Division (Major General W.H. Rupertus)
landed on Cape Gloucester, New Britain. While escorting landing craft, the destroyer USS Brownson (DD518) was hit by a couple of 500-pound bombs from a Japanese dive-bomber. The ship’s entire upper structure
was blown apart and it began to list to starboard. Within minutes, its back broken, it settled rapidly, and went
under at 14:59 hours at 5 degrees 20 minutes South, 148 degrees 25 minutes East. 108 died. The destroyers
USS Daly and USS Lamson picked up 168 floaters while depth charges from the Brownson were going off
underneath them.
Admiral Erich Bey’s 32,700-ton German battleship Scharnhorst was attempting to intercept an Allied convoy
sailing to the port of Murmansk in northern Russia when it was engaged by the British battleship Duke of York
and the destroyers Savage and Saumarez about 75 miles off the North Cape, the northernmost point in Europe.
55 torpedoes were sent at the Scharnhorst and 11 struck it. The battleship was then engaged by the cruisers
Jamaica, Belfast, and Norfolk. After 36 minutes of this pounding, at 7:45PM, the battleship rolled over and
went down bow-first. There were 36 floaters. 1,933 died including all 51 of its officers. On the British ships
18 had died, and 16 were wounded. (In September 2000 the wreck of the Scharnhorst would be located, by
some curious Norwegians, on the bottom at almost 1,000 feet.182
United States Destroyers Lamson (DD-367), Shaw (DD-373), and Mugford (DD-389) were damaged by Japanese divebombers off Cape Gloucester, New Britain. Landing Ship – Tank LST66 was damaged by a Japanese
horizontal bomber.
WORLD WAR II

182. At a first order of approximation there seems to be a remarkable similarity between fighting at sea and feeding fish.

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

WORLD WAR II

WWII

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE
December 27, Monday: An orchestral suite from the music to Sergei Prokofiev’s opera Semyon Kotko op.81a was
performed for the initial time, in Moscow.
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt ordered seizure of the nation’s railroads due to the threat of strikes. No,
we’re not gonna go there!
Two cruisers and four destroyers (Rear Admiral W.L. Ainsworth) bombarded the Kieta area of Bougainville
in the Solomon Islands.
United States Coastal Transport APC-15 was damaged by a Japanese dive bomber off New Britain, at
6 degrees 12 minutes South, 149 degrees 3 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
December 28, Tuesday: Canadian forces drove the Germans out of Ortona on the Adriatic coast northeast of Rome.
Amphibious Training Base, Kamaole, Maui in the Hawaiian Islands was established.
WORLD WAR II
December 29, Wednesday: Eugene Joseph Fagothey committed suicide by jumping off the Golden Gate Bridge (at
some point during this month in New York City William Lloyd Rambo had committed suicide by leaping from
the Empire State Building, so there you go).
Soviet troops took Korosten, northwest of Kiev and Skvira, southwest of Kiev.
WORLD WAR II
Late in the year: The USS Indianapolis (CA-35) became the flagship of the US 5th Fleet. In that role, into mid-1944,
she would take part in operations against the Gilberts, Marshalls, and Marianas, and elsewhere in the central
Pacific.
In Vilna, Lithuania, in an effort to conceal their activities from the approaching Red Army, the German SS
detailed some 80 of their Jewish prisoners to open mass graves at Ponary and burn the bodies of those they had
been executing. As more of this concealment, those on this work detail would of course later themselves be
executed.
WORLD WAR II
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December 31, Friday: Concerto for violin and orchestra no.2 by Bohuslav Martinu was performed for the initial time,
in Boston.
Stalin formed the National Home Council from the Polish Workers Party, led by Boleslaw Bierut.
In reprisal for anti-German activities in Karpiowka, Poland, 59 villagers were locked in a granary and the
building was torched.
Argentina banned all political parties.
Crooner Frank Sinatra, who had earlier in the month been classified by Local Board Examining Physician
A. Povalski at draft board #19 in Jersey City NJ as “4F” physically and/or mentally unavailable for military
service on account of his “1. chronic perforation tympanium; 2. chronic mastoiditis,” wowed them at the
Paramount Theater in New-York’s Times Square.

Naval aircraft from Attu in the Aleutian Islands bombed the Paramushiro- Shimushu area of the Kurile Islands.
WORLD WAR II
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1944
Newell Convers Wyeth’s “The War Letter.”

WORLD WAR II
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Lyndon LaRouche, Jr. had at first during World War II been a “CO” or Conscientious Objector, but at this point
he enlisted. He would serve in US Army medical units in India and Burma.
At a dinner sponsored by the War Resisters League, Milton Sanford Mayer, although a conscientious objector,
denied that this amounted to being a “pacifist.” He would promote the need for a moral revolution of antimaterialism in his regular monthly column in the Progressive, a column he would continue for the remainder
of his life.
Anne Morrow Lindbergh’s THE STEEP ASCENT.
In the war stories told by Joseph R. McCarthy, he had flown 14 bombing runs over enemy territory. Had that
been true, that have been so brave.
FAKE NEWS

UNAMERICANISM
MCCARTHYISM

THE FUTURE IS MOST READILY PREDICTED IN RETROSPECT
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Professor John von Neumann’s and Professor Oskar Morgenstern’s THEORY OF GAMES AND ECONOMIC
BEHAVIOR.

Theoretical physicist Erwin Schrödinger’s WHAT IS LIFE? suggested that living organisms were storing and
passing along information, perhaps using something more or less resembling Morse code (this speculation
would prove an inspiration for James Watson, Francis Crick, and Maurice Wilkins, who would share the Nobel
prize for discovering the structure of DNA).
Speaking of playing games with life, during this year the USA would be dropping 22,885 tons of conventional
bombs of various types, explosive and incendiary, on the Tokyo-Kawasaki-Yokohama area, because we could.
A poll conducted among Americans during this year indicated that 13% of us favored “killing all Japanese.”
WORLD WAR II
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The US federal government’s facilities in Hanford, Washington were engaging in the production of the
weapons-grade Plutonium239 that would be placed in the casing of the “Fat Man” atomic bomb that would be
dropped atop the Catholic cathedral of Nagasaki on August 9th, 1945.
WORLD WAR II

“Fat Man”

A movie has been made in 1989 about Lieutenant General Leslie Groves (who did not look at all like Paul
Newman) and the excellent making of these excellent devices, “Little Boy” and “Fat Man,” both of which
detonated as mere dirty-bomb singularities rather than a true nuclear explosions:

The Interstate Highway System was created as a way to move defensive armies from coast to coast in case the
USA was invaded from outside its borders.
WORLD WAR II
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An American soldier was convicted of bestiality and sentenced to Dishonorable Discharge with 3 years hard
labour. In this case the defenseless cow was spared but in such cases in England into the 1950s, the animal was
still sometimes being destroyed.
Helen Duncan was the last person to be convicted under England’s witchcraft act (the authorities feared that
if her claimed clairvoyant powers should be real, she would be able to communicate details of their D-Day
preparations across the English Channel to the enemy). She would spend the following nine months in prison
so that she would not be able to observe any of the preparations for the Channel crossing.
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Major Richard I. Bong, a fighter pilot from Duluth, Minnesota who had shot down 40 Japanese planes,
received the Congressional Medal of Honor.

WORLD WAR II
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In Minnesota, Professor Burrhus Frederic Skinner, trainer of suicide pigeons, and his dutiful wife Yvonne Blue
Skinner, were keeping their 2nd daughter, Deborah Skinner, in a baby box. She would reside in this box for
two and a half years and would be written up in the Ladies Home Journal. (Later her doting dad would try to
market such a home restraint device under the name “Heir conditioner.”)

See how ecstatic little Deborah is at having the lid of her box raised! Mamma? Da-Da?
The V2, the 1st ballistic missile, was used by the German Wehrmacht.183
WORLD WAR II

By this point the Germans had disposed of some 3,299,000 of their Russian POWs through starvation and
neglect combined with overwork.
WORLD WAR II

From this year until 1946, Douglas Engelbart would be an enlisted man in the US Navy, functioning as an
electronic/radar technician.
WORLD WAR II

In the US, the “GI bill” opened up educational opportunities for war veterans.
WORLD WAR II

183. Progress: every war they kill you a new way.
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Freudian psychiatrists had been encouraging World War II veterans to “abreact” traumatic memories while
under sodium Pentothal or hypnosis. One soldier was able to act out the entire battle of Iwo Jima even though
he had never been outside the continental USA! In this sort of intellectual climate in this year, a prison
psychologist (not psychiatrist) named Robert M. Lindner was able to achieve some sort of standing for himself
with a book entitled REBEL WITHOUT A CAUSE, a book of case studies which would be made into a film in
1955, scripted first for Marlon Brando but finally recast for James Dean. In this book was Dr. Lindner’s
account of how he had successfully “regressed” a “criminal psychopath” to the age of six months, and gotten
him to “remember” that he had been traumatized by witnessing his parents in the act of sexual congress. (Later
he would describe the treatment of a man who believed himself to be from outer space, as in the Kevin Spacey
movie “Kpak.” Nowadays, of course, any mental health professional having any pretense to respectability
would fall over backwards, distancing himself or herself from such claims made on behalf of their profession.
While in the maximum security federal prison for refusing draft induction, John R. Kellam would have
opportunity to observe the loose manner in which Dr. Lindner was conducting his profession, and would
consider it to be particularly revealing when this psychologist took an opportunity to characterize the historical
Jesus to him, as having been a epileptic “simpering pseudo-mystic.”)
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JANUARY 1944
January 1, Saturday: At Plaszow, a suburb of Krakow, a forced labor camp was converted to a death camp.
Stalin established a Polish National Council with armed forces and administration as a government-in-exile to
rival the London government.
The US Treasury ended the minting of zinc-coated steel pennies and resumed the use of copper.
General Joseph Stilwell appointed Brigadier General Frank D. Merrill as commander of the 5307th Composit
Unit (Provisional), code name “Galahad,” popularly to be known as Merrill’s Marauders.
Aircraft from carrier task group (Rear Admiral F.C. Sherman) bombed a Japanese convoy escorted by cruisers
and destroyers off Kavieng, New Ireland.
Naval Air Facility, Honolulu, Oahu in the Hawaiian Islands was established.
United States naval vessels damaged:
•
•

Destroyers Smith (DD-378) and Hutchings (DD-476), by collision, eastern New Guinea area,
5 degrees 0 minutes South, 146 degrees 0 minutes East.
LST446, by accidental explosion, Solomon Islands area, 6 degrees 15 minutes South, 155 degrees
2 minutes East
TIMELINE OF ACCIDENTS
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Early in this year, long lines of American and British prisoners who had surrendered at Monte Cassino and
Anzio would be being shuffled down the Via dell’Impero in Rome under guard.
As of the beginning of this year, Britain’s Operation Vegetarian was ready to go. Its pellets of cattle food had
been manufactured, its anthrax had been manufactured, the anthrax had been injected into the cattle food, the
pellets had been loaded into cardboard boxes, a delivery scheme involving the RAF had been completed —
everything was just coming up roses. All that remained was for Winston Churchill to give the order to proceed
with the devastation of Germany.

GERM WARFARE

Dr. Paul Fildes was urging that it was crucial to the success of the attack with anthrax spores, that it be mounted
during the summer months: “The cattle must be caught in the open grazing fields when lush spring grass is on
the wane.” “Trials have shown that these tablets ... are found and consumed by the cattle in a very short time.”
“Cattle are concentrated in the northern half of Oldenburg and northwest Hanover. Aircraft flying to and from
Berlin will fly over 60 miles of grazing land.” He calculated that a RAF bomber flying at an average ground
speed of 300mph would need to dump its load within 18 minutes. “If one box of tablets is dispersed every two
minutes, then each aircraft will be required to carry and disperse nine, or say 10, boxes.” A single Lancaster
bomber ought to be able to scatter 4,000 anthrax-infected cakes over a 60-mile swathe in less than 20 minutes
while returning from a raid on Berlin, and a dozen such aircraft would be sufficient to cover most of the north
German countryside.
WORLD WAR II
January 1, Saturday: At Plaszow, a suburb of Krakow, a forced labor camp was converted to a death camp.
Stalin established a Polish National Council with armed forces and administration as a government-in-exile to
rival the London government.
The US Treasury ended the minting of zinc-coated steel pennies and resumed the use of copper.
General Joseph Stilwell appointed Brigadier General Frank D. Merrill as commander of the 5307th Composit
Unit (Provisional), code name “Galahad,” popularly to be known as Merrill’s Marauders.
Aircraft from carrier task group (Rear Admiral F.C. Sherman) bombed a Japanese convoy escorted by cruisers
and destroyers off Kavieng, New Ireland.
Naval Air Facility, Honolulu, Oahu in the Hawaiian Islands was established.
United States naval vessels damaged:
•

Destroyers Smith (DD-378) and Hutchings (DD-476), by collision, eastern New Guinea area,
5 degrees 0 minutes South, 146 degrees 0 minutes East.
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•

LST446, by accidental explosion, Solomon Islands area, 6 degrees 15 minutes South, 155 degrees
2 minutes East
TIMELINE OF ACCIDENTS

Early in this year, long lines of American and British prisoners who had surrendered at Monte Cassino and
Anzio would be being shuffled down the Via dell’Impero in Rome under guard.
As of the beginning of this year, Britain’s Operation Vegetarian was ready to go. Its pellets of cattle food had
been manufactured, its anthrax had been manufactured, the anthrax had been injected into the cattle food, the
pellets had been loaded into cardboard boxes, a delivery scheme involving the RAF had been completed —
everything was just coming up roses. All that remained was for Winston Churchill to give the order to proceed
with the devastation of Germany.

GERM WARFARE

Dr. Paul Fildes was urging that it was crucial to the success of the attack with anthrax spores, that it be mounted
during the summer months: “The cattle must be caught in the open grazing fields when lush spring grass is on
the wane.” “Trials have shown that these tablets ... are found and consumed by the cattle in a very short time.”
“Cattle are concentrated in the northern half of Oldenburg and northwest Hanover. Aircraft flying to and from
Berlin will fly over 60 miles of grazing land.” He calculated that a RAF bomber flying at an average ground
speed of 300mph would need to dump its load within 18 minutes. “If one box of tablets is dispersed every two
minutes, then each aircraft will be required to carry and disperse nine, or say 10, boxes.” A single Lancaster
bomber ought to be able to scatter 4,000 anthrax-infected cakes over a 60-mile swathe in less than 20 minutes
while returning from a raid on Berlin, and a dozen such aircraft would be sufficient to cover most of the north
German countryside.
WORLD WAR II
January 2, Sunday: 383 British bombers dropped more than 1,000 tons of high explosives and incendiaries on Berlin
and 245 people were killed (hmmm, roughly four tons per civilian death).
US Army troops landed at Saidor, New Guinea, under cover of cruisers and destroyers (Rear Admiral
D.E. Barbey).
WORLD WAR II
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January 3, Monday, morning: Soviet troops secured Novograd-Volynskiy, east of Lublin.
Returning to the USA after completing its 3rd Atlantic convoy duty, the destroyer USS Turner (DD-648) had
anchored the night before in the Ambrose Channel off Sandy Hook, New Jersey, to wait its turn to enter the
Brooklyn Navy Yard for repairs. At about 6:30AM, while the crew was preparing for their breakfast, a series
of internal explosions began in the ship’s ammunition stores. Its fuel tanks were ignited. The bottom of the
vessel blew open and it began to sink by the stern. The hulk now lies at #7 on the chart below. We will never
know for certain what began this process, of course, but our presumption is that the initial explosion was
produced during an incautious and unnecessary cleaning of an anti-submarine weapon. 15 officers, including
Robert Lowell’s cousin 1st Lieutenant Warren Winslow, and 138 enlisted men died.184
TIMELINE OF ACCIDENTS

165 floaters were picked up by nearby ships and taken to the hospital at Sandy Hook. A Coast Guard helicopter
brought in several cases of blood plasma from New York City, which saved a number of lives.

In the South Pacific, US Marine Major Gregory “Pappy” Boyington shot down his 26th enemy plane, thus
tying the record set by US Army Captain Edward “Eddie” Vernon Rickenbacker during World War I, before
184. My cold-blooded intent here is to characterize the period of our 2d world war as what it was. It was a convulsion of helplessness
beyond anything humankind had to that point experienced. I will attempt to forego sympathy and access the affect of helpless people
on the various sinking ships at sea –torpedoed or whatever, waiting for their collective fate to engulf them– merely to assist in
depicting the general helplessness of such a spasm.
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he was himself shot down and taken prisoner by a Japanese submarine crew. For this he would be awarded the
Navy Cross.

The submarine Bluefish (SS-222) laid mines off eastern Malayan coast.
WORLD WAR II
January 4, Tuesday: Soviet forces secured Belaya Tserkov, south of Kiev.
Germans began terror killings in Denmark, beginning with a clergyman and poet, the Reverend Kaj Munk.
Aircraft from carrier task group (Rear Admiral F.C. Sherman) bombed shipping at Kavieng, New Ireland.
The submarine Rasher (SS-269) laid mines off Cochin China
United States Patrol Torpedo Boat PT-145 was damaged by grounding in the waters of eastern New Guinea at
5 degrees 34 minutes South, 146 degrees 10 minutes East, and was then sunk by United States forces.
WORLD WAR II
January 5, Wednesday: Soviets secured Berdichev, southeast of Lublin.
The Argentine military government instituted press censorship.
William Grant Still’s orchestral work In memoriam: The Colored Soldiers Who Died for Democracy was
performed for the initial time, in the Carnegie Hall of New York City.
WORLD WAR II
January 6, Thursday: Elements of the Red Army crossed the 1939 Polish border and secured the town of Rokitno.
United States gunboat St. Augustine (PG-54) sank after a collision off the coast of North Carolina, at 38 degrees
1 minute North, 74 degrees 5 minutes West.
WORLD WAR II
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January 7, Friday: British and American forces secured Monte Chiaia, Monte Porchia, and San Vittore in Italy.
The Red Army continued its advance through the Ukraine toward Kirovograd, and toward the former Polish
town of Rovno.
The French resistance sabotaged the electrical power supply for the Arsenal National at Tulle.
When a British Mosquito reconnaissance bomber was shot down by anti-aircraft fire, the enemy obtained its
Oboe navigational aid intact — analyzing this would enable the Germans to devise countermeasures.
WORLD WAR II
January 8, Saturday: Soviet troops secured Kirovgrad, west of Dnepropetrovsk.
The trial of Italian fascists believed responsible for the downfall of Duce Benito Mussolini during the previous
summer opened in Verona. Among these 19 defendants was his son-in-law and former foreign minister, Count
Galeazzo Ciano.
Cruiser and destroyer task force (Rear Admiral W.L. Ainsworth) bombarded Japanese shore installations on
Faisi, Poporang, and Shortland Islands in the Solomon Islands Group.
WORLD WAR II
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January 9, Sunday: Lieutenant-Colonel Lewis Burwell “Chesty” Puller won the 4th of his 6 Navy Crosses for valor in
combat at Cape Gloucester, New Britain, when his Marine unit held an exposed ridge against the Japanese.

Soviet forces secured Polonnoye east of Lvov.
After a couple of German soldiers were killed in Lyon, Gestapo chief Klaus Barbie directed that 22 Frenchmen
be killed in reprisal.
German Submarine U-81 was sunk by Army aircraft off Pola, Italy
WORLD WAR II
January 10, Monday: 84-year-old Victor Basch, former National President of the League of Human Rights, a scholar
and philosopher, was executed in Lyon, and along with him his 79-year-old wife.
18 of the 19 Italian fascists held responsible for Duce Benito Mussolini’s downfall were sentenced to death in
Verona. Chief among them was his son-in-law and former foreign minister, Count Galeazzo Ciano.
United States Motor Minesweeper YMS-127 was grounded and sank in the Aleutians.
WORLD WAR II
January 11, Tuesday: Five former fascist leaders were executed by the newly reconstituted Italian fascist republic in
Verona. Among these was Duce Benito Mussolini’s son-in-law and former foreign minister, Count Ciano.
Naval land-based aircraft (Rear Admiral J.H. Hoover) from Gilbert and Ellice Islands bombed Japanese
shipping and installations at Kwajalein, Marshall Islands.
WORLD WAR II
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January 12, Wednesday: Allied (Great Britain-United States-Canada-Free France) forces began an offensive against
the Germans across the Garigliano and Rapido Rivers in Italy. The French made the first assaults on Monte
Cassino.
United States Naval Air Station, Port Lyautey, French Morocco, was established.
WORLD WAR II
January 13, Thursday: The orchestral arrangement of Circus Polka by Igor Stravinsky was performed for the initial
time, in Sanders Theater at Harvard University. On the same program was the premiere of the composer’s Four
Norwegian Moods for orchestra. Both works were being conducted by the composer.
Troops of the Soviet 1st Ukrainian Front occupied Korets, east of Lutsk.
Out of his bad reaction to a perfectly ordinarily vicious wartime news comment, our poet Robinson Jeffers
created for us a rather unusual poem, a rather unusual poem that we can validate indeed by consulting an
almanac (as shown on a following screen).
WORLD WAR II

An Ordinary Newscast
(written January 13, 1944)185
I heard a radio-parrot, an ordinary newscaster,
Say this: “To-night the German astronomers
Will be looking up at the sky: the moon will eclipse the planet Jupiter:
if our bombers come over
They’ll look again.” He said with the pride of patriotism
“The German astronomers
Are interested in a red spot on Jupiter, they hope the eclipse will help them
learn something more
About the red spot. But our brave fliers are interested only in the red splashes
Made by their falling bombs.”
This is perhaps the most ignoble statement we have heard yet,
but unfortunately
It is in the vein. We are not an ignoble people, but rather generous; but having been tricked
A step at a time, cajoled, scared, sneaked into war; a decent inexpert people betrayed by men
Whom it thought it could trust: our whole attitude
Stinks of that ditch.
So will the future peace. No multibillion credits, no good will, no almsgiving;
Not even the courage of our young men, bitterly wasted, forever to be honored, — will be able to sweeten it.

GERMANY

185. This poem was entirely suppressed by the publisher, Random House, even after the war was over.
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January 14, Friday: Australian forces occupied Sio on the Huon Peninsula, Northeast New Guinea.
The Red Army drove a salient into the middle of the German line, occupying Mozyr and Kalinkovichi on the
Pripyat, northwest of Kiev. They simultaneously began a major offensive to relieve Leningrad.
When Richard Strauss refused to receive evacuees into his Garmisch home (saying “no one had to die on my
account”), Führer Adolf Hitler ordered seizure of his porter’s lodge. Der Führer refused to allow Strauss to
visit Switzerland for his annual cure and put out the word that “leading party personalities who have hitherto
had personal contacts with Dr. Richard Strauss were to cease to do so in any way.” Love me, love my refugees!
United States naval vessel sunk: Fuel oil barge (self-propelled) YO-159, damaged by submarine torpedo,
South Pacific area, 15 degrees 27 minutes South, 171 degrees 28 minutes East; sunk by United States forces.
Japanese naval vessel sunk: Destroyer Sazanami, by submarine Albacore (SS-218), Central Pacific area,
5 degrees 15 minutes North, 141 degrees 15 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
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January 15, Saturday: US submarine Crevalle (SS-291) laid mines east of Saigon in French Indochina.
WORLD WAR II
Soviet forces broke the German encirclement of Leningrad, seizing Pushkin and Gatchina just south of the city,
Mga to the east, and Slutsk, south of Minsk.
In Italy, American forces captured Monte Trocchio and reached the River Liri.
The Germans began a new offensive against Yugoslav partisans. Tito needed to relocate his headquarters from
Jajce to Drvar.
On the previous day at a concert in Boston, Igor Stravinsky had presented his rearrangement of the good old
“Star Spangled Banner” tune. A Massachusetts police official came to his dressing room to advise that he was
in violation of a Massachusetts ordinance that forbade “tampering with national property.” Policemen
confiscated the offending sheets from the orchestra’s music stands.
Anne Frank to her diary: “The war goes on just the same, whether or not we choose to quarrel, or long for
freedom and fresh air, and so we should try to make the best of our stay here. Now I’m preaching, but I also
believe that if I stay here for very long I shall grow into a dried-up old beanstalk. And I did so want to grow
into a real young woman!”
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January 16, Sunday: The Red Army broke through the German lines at Velikiye Luki.
An earthquake on the Argentina-Chile border caused unknown thousands of deaths.
German submarine sunk: U-544, by aircraft (VC-13) from escort carrier Guadalcanal (CVE-60), mid-Atlantic
area, 40 degrees 30 minutes North, 37 degrees 20 minutes West
WORLD WAR II
January 17, Monday: Sonata for violin and piano by Aaron Copland was performed for the initial time, in Town Hall,
New York, with the composer himself at the keyboard.
Soviet troops occupied Slavuta, east of Lvov.
Allied armies made their first move north toward Cassino, Italy.
WORLD WAR II
January 18, Tuesday: Three songs by Charles Ives were performed for the initial time, in the Minneapolis Institute of
the Arts: A Farewell to Land, to words of Byron, Tolerance to words of Kipling, and Song for Harvest Season
to words of Phillimore.
The US railroads were returned to private ownership and operation.
WORLD WAR II
January 19, Wednesday: Soviet forces occupied Krasnoye Selo, just south of Leningrad.
British forces occupied Minturno, southeast of Rome.
Naval land-based aircraft from Attu in the Aleutians bombed the Paramushiro-Shimushu area of the Kuriles
(similar attacks would occur on three succeeding nights).
WORLD WAR II
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January 20, Thursday: Symphonic Metamorphoses on Themes of Carl Maria von Weber for orchestra by Paul
Hindemith was performed for the initial time, in New York.
More than 1,000 Jews were forwarded from Paris toward Auschwitz.
ANTISEMITISM
759 British bombers dropped 2,456 tons of high explosives on Berlin, killing 428 Berliners (hmmm, that’s
something like five tons per killing).
US Submarine Tinosa (SS-283) landed personnel and equipment in northeast Borneo.
United States naval vessel sunk: LST228, by grounding, Azores area, 38 degrees 39 minutes North, 27 degrees
12 minutes West
WORLD WAR II
January 21, Friday: British planes shot down Major Heinrich, Prinz zu Sayn-Wittgenstein, over Magdeburg (this was
a big big deal not only because he was descended from a mistress of Franz Liszt, Princess Carolyne SaynWittgenstein, but also because he was a dashing Air Ace with 87 kills to his credit).
447 German bombers filled the sky above London (only 32 tons of this shitpot load of high explosive,
however, fell inside the city limits).
WORLD WAR II
January 22, Saturday: Kleine Suite for violin and piano by Bernd Alois Zimmermann was performed for the initial
time, in Cologne, the composer himself at the keyboard.
Just after midnight a combined United States-British Army force under the command of Major General J.P.
Lucas, USA, landed at the Anzio/Nettuno area of Italy, south of Rome, taking the Germans by surprise. Within
hours, 36,000 men were ashore. The naval commander was Rear Admiral F.J. Lowry, USN. Naval gunfire
would continue to support the troops ashore as they got nowhere during their 3-month struggle for this
beachhead.
The 1,011 inhabitants of the village of Bajki in Belarus, the Ukraine, had welcomed the Germans as liberating
them from Communist oppression. It had been thank you, thank you! During the German retreat their 120
homes were torched and 987 of these 1,011 Welcome-Wagon people were executed.
United States naval vessel sunk: Minesweeper Portent (AM-106), by mine, Anzio, Italy, 41 degrees 24
minutes North, 12 degrees 44 minutes East
United States naval vessel damaged: Oiler Cache (AO-67), by Japanese submarine torpedo, South Pacific area,
12 degrees 8 minutes South, 164 degrees 33 minutes East
Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•

Submarine RO-37, by destroyer Buchanan (DD-484), South Pacific area, 11 degrees 47 minutes
South, 164 degrees 17 minutes East.
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•

Auxiliary submarine chaser #40, by Army aircraft, off Admiralty Islands, 1 degree 50 minutes
South, 147 degrees 20 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

January 23, Sunday: United Music for orchestra by Henry Cowell was performed for the initial time, in Orchestra Hall,
Detroit.
Processional (Funeral March) op.36 for band by Wallingford Riegger was performed for the initial time, in
West Point, New York.
Edvard Munch died in Oslo at the age of 80.

After taking part in the Anzio landings, Lieutenant-Commander W. Morrison’s HMS Janus was torpedoed by
a German bomber and sank off Nettuno with 7 officer deaths and 155 enlisted men deaths.186
WORLD WAR II

186. God must love enlisted men: he makes so many of them!
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January 24, Monday: Pandora, a ballet by Roberto Gerhard to a scenario by Jooss, was performed for the initial time,
in Cambridge, England, in a version for two pianos and percussion.
Six Sonatas for cembalo by Lou Harrison were performed completely for the initial time, in Los Angeles.
The Red Army began a major offensive in the Ukraine.
In heavy fighting near the Anzio beachhead, the Germans retook Castelforte and Monte Rotondo from the
British. United States naval vessels damaged near Anzio:
•
•
•

Destroyer Plunkett (DD-431), by dive bomber, 41 degrees 15 minutes North, 12 degrees
37 minutes East
Destroyer Mayo (DD-422), by external explosion, 41 degrees 24 minutes North, 12 degrees
43 minutes East
Minesweeper Prevail (AM-107), by horizontal bomber, 41 degrees 0 minutes North, 12 degrees
0 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

January 25, Tuesday: United States naval vessel sunk: Motor minesweeper YMS-30, by mine, Anzio, Italy, 41 degrees
23 minutes North, 12 degrees 45 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
January 26, Wednesday: Near Leningrad, Soviet forces secured the town of Krasnogvardeisk during the early
morning.
After several unsuccessful attempts, American forces achieved a bridgehead over the River Rapido north of
Monte Cassino.
Argentina broke diplomatic relations with Germany and Japan.
The Heart Mountain Fair Play Committee (FPC), destined to become the only organized resistance to the
military draft, was formed at a rally. Made up of “loyal” Nisei, the FPC members refused to report for draft
physicals unless they and their families were granted their civil rights.
Cruiser and destroyer task group (Rear Admiral R.S. Berkey) bombarded enemy installations in MadangAlexischafen area of New Guinea.
United States naval vessel sunk: PT-110, by collision, off New Britain, 6 degrees 17 minutes South,
150 degrees 9 minutes East
United States naval vessel damaged: PT-114, by collision, off New Britain, 6 degrees 17 minutes South,
150 degrees 9 minutes East
Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•

Destroyer Suzukaze, by submarine Skipjack (SS-184), Caroline Islands area, 8 degrees 51 minutes
North, 157 degrees 10 minutes East
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•

Submarine chaser #14, by naval land-based aircraft, Central Pacific area, 11 degrees 10 minutes
North, 163 degrees 25 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

January 27, Thursday: The Germans had a point to make, and hanged 102 Poles publicly in Warsaw.
The British had a point to make, and Royal Air Force bombers struck again at Berlin, killing 656 more
Berliners. Point made.
Argentina severed relations with Germany.
The Moscow-Leningrad Railroad was cleared. Soviet troops occupied Tosno to the south of Leningrad and
Shpola to the north of Kirovgrad in the Ukraine. The city of Leningrad (or what was left of it) had been relieved
after a 900-day siege that had produced the deaths of 750,000.
WORLD WAR II
January 28, Friday: John Kenneth Tavener was born in Wembly Park, the first of two children born to Kenneth
Tavener, a surveyor and organist currently a member of the Royal Engineers, and Muriel Brown, daughter of
a dentist.
Symphony no.1 “Jeremiah” for mezzo-soprano and orchestra by Leonard Bernstein, to words from the Bible,
was performed for the initial time, in Pittsburgh, under the baton of the composer.
German submarine sunk: U-271, by naval land-based aircraft (VB-103), North Atlantic area, 53 degrees
15 minutes North, 15 degrees 52 minutes West
WORLD WAR II
January 29, Saturday: Soviet troops occupied Chudovo, southeast of Leningrad and Novosokolniki, just west of
Velekiye Luki.
German bombers attacked London but only 40 tons of bombs reached the city. Meanwhile 800 American
bombers attacked Frankfurt-am-Main.
Aircraft from fast carrier force (Read Admiral M.A. Mitscher) began a series of strikes to destroy Japanese air
power and shipping in the Marshall Islands (attacks would continue daily until 6 February 1944).
US Submarine Bowfin (SS-287) laid mines off southeastern coast of Borneo.
Harry S Truman spoke at the ceremony launching the battleship USS Missouri. His daughter Margaret Truman
then christened the ship with a bottle of champagne.
United States Ocean Tug ATR-1 was damaged by a horizontal bomber off Anzio, Italy, at 41 degrees
27 minutes North, 12 degrees 40 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
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January 30, Sunday: During his freshman year at the College of William and Mary, a concert of the works of Ben
Johnston was organized by some of the faculty. Music performed includes the piano works Fugue in d minor,
Scherzo in b minor and Rondo in D Major, also Sonata for clarinet and piano, Theme and Variations and
Ballade in E Major for violin and piano, Concerto in E for two pianos and the songs Homeward and The Voice
of Autumn for soprano and piano.
Take the Sun and Keep the Stars for chorus and band by Roy Harris to his own words was performed for the
initial time, over the airwaves of NBC radio originating in Denver, the composer conducting.
The first Allied attacked in strength out of the Anzio beachhead failed to make progress.
Naval land-based aircraft from Midway Island bombed Wake Island.
United States naval vessel damaged: Destroyer Anderson (DD-411), by Japanese coastal defense gun,
Marshall Islands area, 9 degrees 33 minutes North, 170 degrees 18 minutes East
Japanese naval vessels sunk: Submarine chasers #18, #19, #21, and #28, auxiliary submarine chaser #25, by
carrier-based aircraft and surface vessel, Marshall Islands area
WORLD WAR II
January 31, Monday: US Marines and Army troops (Major-General H.M. “Howling Mad” Smith) land on Kwajalein
and Majuro Atolls in the Marshall Islands. The operation was under the overall command of Commander
Central Pacific Force (Vice Admiral R.A. Spruance) and was composed of Southern Attack Force (Rear
Admiral R.K. Turner), Northern Attack Force (Rear Admiral R.L. Conolly), and Reserve Force and Majuro
Attack Group (Rear Admiral H.W. Hill). Landings were supported by carrier-based aircraft (Rear Admiral
M.A. Mitscher) and land-based aircraft (Rear Admiral J.H. Hoover).
Aircraft from fast carrier group (Read Admiral F.C. Sherman) bombed Japanese aircraft and airfield facilities
at Engebi Island, Eniwetok Atoll in the Marshall Islands. Attacks by this carrier group continue on the first
three days of February and afterward by Rear Admiral S.P. Ginder minutes South carrier group through 7
February.
Carrier Franklin (CV-13) was commissioned at Newport News, Virginia.
United States naval vessels damaged:
•
•
•

Heavy cruiser Louisville (CA-28), by naval gunfire, Marshall Islands invasion, 9 degrees 0 minutes
North, 167 degrees 0 minutes East
Destroyer Colahan (DD-658), by grounding, Marshall Islands invasion, 8 degrees 52 minutes
North, 167 degrees 38 minutes East
Cargo ship Enceladus (AK-80), by storm, Solomon Islands area, 8 degrees 9 minutes South,
157 degrees, 38 minutes East

Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Submarine I-171, by destroyers Guest (DD-472), and Hudson (DD-475), Bismarck Archipelago
area, 5 degrees 37 minutes South, 154 degrees 14 minutes East
Minelayer Nasami, by submarine Trigger (SS-237), Central Pacific area, 9 degrees 50 minutes
North, 147 degrees 6 minutes East
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•

Auxiliary submarine chaser #33, by aircraft, Central Pacific area
WORLD WAR II
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FEBRUARY 1944
February: During an American air raid on the island of Truk in the Carolines, a number of women, most of them being
used as “Comfort Women,” took shelter in a dugout behind the Naval base. Aware that a landing was likely
and that these people would become an embarrassment should they be able to tell tales, the Japanese
commander dispatched three ensigns to the dugout. The interior was pitch dark. The ensigns fired randomly
with machine-guns into the entrance until the screams of the women had died down, then flicked on their
flashlights and found that about 70 women had been killed.
WORLD WAR II
This was Anna Power at age 12
before being taken as a Comfort Woman
by the Japanese Army at age 14.
She now lives in Brisbane and is married.
She was recently awarded $3,540.00 by the
Japanese government in full compensation
for her distressing wartime services.

February 1, Tuesday: Oswald T. Avery, Colin M. MacLeod, and Maclyn McCarty’s “Studies on the Chemical Nature
of the Substance Inducing Transformation of Pneumococcal Types” in the Journal of Experimental Medicine
demonstrated that DNA was the carrier of genetic material.
Piet Mondrian died in New York at the age of 71.
Carl Irvin Oscarson committed suicide by jumping off the Golden Gate Bridge.
A Soviet offensive captured Kingisepp, southwest of Leningrad, reaching the border of Estonia.
The command designated “Amphibious Forces, Pacific Fleet” was established, with headquarters at Pearl
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Harbor, Oahu in the Hawaiian Islands. Vice Admiral R.K. Turner, Commander Fifth Amphibious Force,
assumed this command as additional duty.
An United States Naval Base was established at Finschhafen on the island of New Guinea.
The 4th Division’s 23d and 24th Marines landed on the islands of Roi and Namur in the Kwajalein Atoll of the
Marshall Islands. US Army troops landed on Kwajalein Island itself, under cover of heavy naval gunfire from
battleships, cruisers and destroyers.
Several United States naval vessels were damaged in the Marshall Islands invasion:
•
•

Destroyer Anderson (DD-411), by grounding, 9 degrees 10 minutes North, 167 degrees 25 minutes
East
Destroyer Haggard (DD-555), by accidental explosion, 9 degrees 0 minutes North, 167 degrees
0 minutes East
TIMELINE OF ACCIDENTS

WALDEN: If we read of one man robbed, or murdered, or killed by
accident, or one house burned, or one vessel wrecked, or one
steamboat blown up, or one cow run over on the Western Railroad,
or one mad dog killed, or one lot of grasshoppers in the winter,
–we never need read of another. One is enough.

Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•

Destroyer Umikaze, by submarine Guardfish (SS-217), Caroline Islands area, 7 degrees 10 minutes
North, 151 degrees 43 minutes East

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

WORLD WAR II

WWII

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE
•

Submarine RO-39, by destroyer Walker (DD-517), Marshall Islands area, 9 degrees 24 minutes
North, 170 degrees 32 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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February 2, Wednesday: Soviet troops entered Estonia, taking Vanakula.
Polish partisans killled General Franz Kutschera, commander of the Warsaw S.S.
Roi and Namur Islands in the Marshall Islands were secured. There were so many United States naval vessels
involved in the Marshall Islands operations that two of our battleships collided: Battleships Washington (BB56) and Indiana (BB-58), 7 degrees 0 minutes North, 167 degrees 0 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
February 3, Thursday: 300 Poles were executed in reprisal for the killing of S.S. General Franz Kutschera.
German forces effectively sealed off the Anzio beachhead. There wasn’t going to be any breakout. Were the
Allied forces going to be able to maintain there, or would they be driven into the sea in a bloodbath?
Cruiser and destroyer gunfire supported a landing of Army troops on Ebeye, Kwajalein Atoll, in the Marshall
Islands.
United States naval vessels damaged:
•
•

Destroyer Claxton (DD-571), by coastal defense gun, Solomon Islands area, 5 degrees 49 minutes
South, 154 degrees 39 minutes East
Minesweeper Chief (AM-135), by grounding, Marshall Islands area, 9 degrees 0 minutes North,
167 degrees 0 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

February 4, Friday: A British advance in Burma (Myanmar) was halted by a Japanese counterattack in the Arakan
Hills.
Soviet troops took Gdov, on the border with Estonia.
American troops reached within 1,000 meters of Monte Cassino Monastery — so near, and still uphill all the
way.
Argentina broke relations with Hungary, Romania, Bulgaria, and Vichy France.
Cruisers and destroyers (Rear Admiral W.D. Baker) bombarded Japanese installations at Paramushiro, Kurile
Islands.
WORLD WAR II
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February 5, Saturday: Fantasy Sonata for clarinet and piano by John Ireland was performed for the initial time, in
Wigmore Hall, London.
Soviet forces occupied Lutsk and Rovno in the Ukraine.
The Colossus Mark 1 began decyphering German coded messages at Bletchley Park, Milton Keynes,
northwest of London (this was the initial electronic, programmable, digital computer and had been designed
by Alan M. Turing and built by M.H.A. Neuman at the University of Manchester).

ELECTRIC

WALDEN

US Submarine Narwhal (SS-167) delivered supplies and evacuated certain personnel from near Libertad on
the island of Panay in the Philippine Islands.
Japanese submarine sunk: Submarine I-21, by destroyer Charrette (DD-581) and destroyer escort Fair (DE35), Marshall Islands area, 6 degrees 48 minutes North, 168 degrees 8 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
February 6, Sunday: Piano Concerto op.42 by Arnold Schoenberg was performed for the initial time, in New York.
Soviet troops occupied Manganets, south of Dnepropetrovsk.
German submarine sunk: U-177, by naval land-based aircraft (VB-107), South Atlantic area, 10 degrees 35
minutes South, 23 degrees 15 minutes West
WORLD WAR II
February 7, Monday: American forces completed their conquest of Kwajalein Atoll in the Marshall Islands. The battle
had consumed, order of magnitude, some 9,000 lives.
The submarine Narwhal (SS-167) delivered supplies and evacuated certain personnel from near Balatong
Point, Negros, Philippine Islands.
That afternoon, in Burma, an Advance Field Hospital was overrun. After killing the protective guard of West
Yorkshires, the Japanese soldiers went on to kill all four of the doctors and all nine of the orderlies whom they
could locate, and to kill the sick and wounded where they lay (31 patients) — after which the personal
possessions were looted.
WORLD WAR II
February 8, Tuesday: Soviet troops captured Nikopol, south of Dnepropetrovsk.
British forces broke out of Aprilia, north of Anzio.
United States naval vessel damaged: Destroyer Ludlow (DD-438), by coastal defense gun, Italian area,
41 degrees 28 minutes North, 12 degrees 30 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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February 9, Wednesday: At Lesno, Poland the Germans had a point to make, and executed 60 Polish women railroad
workers.
WORLD WAR II
February 10, Thursday: Lady in the Dark, a film with music by Kurt Weill, was released in the United States.
American and Australian forces linked up near Saidor, virtually completing their conquest of the Huon
Peninsula, Northeast New Guinea.
Soviet troops secured Shepetovka, southeast of Rovno.
In reprisal for the killing of S.S. General Franz Kutschera on February 2d, 140 Poles were executed in Ochota.
The Resistance did serious damage to a Peugeot factory that was fabricating aircraft parts at SochauxMontbéliard.
Aircraft from carrier task group (Rear Admiral S.P. Ginder) bombed enemy installations on Eniwetok Atoll in
the Marshall Islands (similar strikes would be made on February 11th and 12th).
United States naval vessel damaged: LST170, by horizontal bomber, eastern New Guinea area, 8 degrees
39 minutes South, 148 degrees 27 minutes East.
Japanese naval vessel sunk: Destroyer Minekaze, by submarine Pogy (SS-266), off Taiwan, 23 degrees
12 minutes North, 121 degrees 30 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
February 11, Friday: American troops had approached within a few hundred meters of the rubble pile that used to be
the Monte Cassino Monastery (but that’s still uphill from them and repeated attacks were failing).
Control of Sardinia, Sicily, and southern Italy was handed over from the allied command to the government of
Prime Minister Pietro Badoglio.
United States naval vessels sunk: PT-279, by collision with PT-282, Solomon Islands area, 5 degrees
30 minutes South, 154 degrees 15 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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February 12, Saturday: Radio Moscow announced that a National Council of Poland had been set up in areas of the
country occupied by the Red Army, in opposition to the London government in exile.
German newspapers carried notices that all men 51-60 years old not yet mobilized were to report for duty by
February 16th.
US Marines went ashore at Arno Atoll to the east of Majuro in the Marshall Islands (this was the beginning of
a series of “mopping-up” operations on minor atolls of the Marshall Islands, that under other circumstances
would have amounted to tourism).
Japanese aircraft bombed and destroyed supply concentrations on Roi Islands, Marshall Islands.
United States naval vessel sunk: Submarine rescue vessel Macaw (ASR-11), by grounding, entrance to
Midway Channel.
The Khedive Ismail, an Egyptian troopship of 7,513 tons, was carrying 1,250 West African soldiers and a
detachment of British Wrens, nurses, and ATS girls (members of the British Army Auxiliary) when torpedoed
in the Indian Ocean south west of Ceylon by Lieutenant-Commander Fukumura’s I-27.

There were only about 200 floaters.187
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(I-27 would later be sunk by the escort destroyers.)188

WORLD WAR II

187. At a first order of approximation there seems to be a remarkable similarity between fighting at sea and feeding fish.

188. That those who live by the sword will die by the sword is of course a mere rule of thumb, so there have been some notable
exceptions — but as rules of thumb go this one seems fairly accurate.
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February 13: The Soundless Song for soprano, chamber ensemble, dancers and lights by Otto Luening to his own
words, was performed for the initial time, in the New York Public Library, 21 years after it was composed. The
premiere was an arrangement for soprano and piano. Also premiered was Luening’s Gliding O’er All for voice
and piano to words of Whitman.
Soviet troops secured Luga, Polna, and Lyady to the north of Pskov.
WORLD WAR II

February 14, Monday: Canon and Fugue op.33a for orchestra by Wallingford Riegger was performed for the initial
time, in New York.
United States naval vessel damaged:
•

Light cruiser St. Louis (CL-49), by Japanese dive bomber, Bismarck Archipelago area, 6 degrees
15 minutes South, 153 degrees 29 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

February 15, Tuesday: Ludus Tonalis for piano by Paul Hindemith was performed for the initial time, at the University
of Chicago.
The United States 3d Amphibious Force under Rear Admiral T.S. Wilkinson landed New Zealand troops in
the Green Islands off New Ireland. The operation was covered by cruisers, destroyers and Solomon Islandsbased aircraft.
A general Allied attacked on Monte Cassino began with an aerial destruction of this hilltop monastery north
of Naples in which 250, including the bishop of the monastery, were killed. Rather than dislodging the
Germans, the rubble of the monastery provides a superior defensive position and excellent cover for forward
observers. An assault by Indians and New Zealanders failed and then there was a counterattack.
875 British bombers again struck Berlin and 845 more Berliners died.
The command designated “Central Pacific Forward Area” was established under Rear Admiral J.H. Hoover,
who would make his headquarters aboard the seaplane tender Curtiss (AV-4).
Naval aircraft from Abemama in the Gilbert Islands bombed Wake Island.
United States naval vessel damaged: Destroyer escort Herbert C. Jones (DE-137), by radio controlled bomb,
Anzio, Italy, 41 degrees 27 minutes North, 12 degrees 35 minutes East
Japanese submarines sunk:
•
•

Submarine I-43, by submarine Aspro (SS-309), Central Pacific area, 12 degrees 42 minutes North,
149 degrees 17 minutes East
RO-40, by destroyer Phelps (DD-360) and minesweeper Sage (AM-111), Marshall Islands area,
9 degrees 50 minutes North, 166 degrees 35 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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February 15-18: The Allies were bombing the monastery at Monte Cassino to reduce it from an ancient building from
which the Germans could observe Allied activities to a fresh pile of rubble from which the Germans could
observe Allied activities.

WORLD WAR II
February 16, Wednesday: German forces counter-attacked against the Allied beachhead at Anzio.
American planes bombed Truk, destroying 40 ships and 265 planes.
Aircraft from the carrier group under Rear Admiral S.P. Ginder bombed Eniwetok Atoll in the Marshall
Islands.
Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Light cruiser Agano, by submarine Skate (SS-305), Central Pacific area, 10 degrees 11 minutes
North, 151 degrees 42 minutes East
Submarine chasers #16 and #39, by Army aircraft, north of New Ireland, 2 degrees 24 minutes
South, 150 degrees 6 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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February 16/17, night and morning: During a howling blizzard five divisions of General Hube’s 8th Army, including
the 5th SS Division “Viking” and the Belgian Volunteer Brigade “Wallonie,” were making one last desperate
attempt to break out of Russian encirclement in the vicinity of the towns of Korsun and Shandrerovka in the
lower Dnieper west of Kiev. At 4AM on the 17th, forming up in two columns of around 14,000 each, they
sneaked up some ravines, and where these ravines ended, at about 6AM they ventured onto the open country
and made their break toward Lysyanka. Unfortunate for them General Konev was not a dummy and had troops
just sitting there waiting for them to try this. Soviet tanks roared through the panicked mob of German soldiers
crushing hundreds beneath their tracks while the Cossack cavalry charged with their sabres, lopping off the
arms of those who attempted the gesture of raising their hands in surrender. By 9AM over 20,000 Germans
had been made into corpses. Another 8,000 who had managed to evade the tanks and evade the horsemen
would be rounded up in the next couple of days.
WORLD WAR II
February 17, Thursday: William Schuman’s William Billings Overture was performed for the initial time, in New
York.
The 22d Marines helped the US Army seize Eniwetok Atoll in the Marshall Islands.
Naval task force (Vice Admiral R.A. Spruance), which included 9 carriers and 6 battleships, struck Japanese
installations and vessels at Truk in the Caroline Islands; attack would be repeated on the following day.
United States naval vessel damaged: Carrier Intrepid (CV-11), by aircraft torpedo, Truk, Caroline Islands,
7 degrees 23 minutes North, 153 degrees 32 minutes East. Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Light cruiser Naka, by carrier-based aircraft, Truk area, Caroline Islands, 7 degrees 15 minutes
North, 151 degrees 15 minutes East
Training cruiser Katori, by carrier-based aircraft and surface craft, Truk area, Caroline Islands,
7 degrees 45 minutes North, 151 degrees 20 minutes East
Destroyer Maikaze, by carrier-based aircraft and surface craft, Truk area, Caroline Islands,
7 degrees 45 minutes North, 151 degrees 45 minutes East
Destroyer Oite, by carrier-based aircraft, Truk area, Caroline Islands, 7 degrees 40 minutes North,
151 degrees 45 minutes East
Destroyer Tachikaze, by carrier-based aircraft, Truk area, Caroline Islands, 7 degrees 40 minutes
North, 151 degrees 55 minutes East
Minesweeper #26, by aircraft, Rabaul, New Britain
Submarine I-11, by destroyer Nicholas, (DD-449), Marshall Islands area, 10 degrees 34 minutes
North, 173 degrees 31 minutes East
Submarine chaser #24, by destroyer Burns (DD-588), 7 degrees 24 minutes North, 150 degrees
30 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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February 18, Friday: Soviet troops captured Staraya Russa and Shimsk, south of Novgorod.
A third successive attack in as many days by Indian forces failed to dislodge Germans defending Monte
Cassino. New Zealanders forced their way across the River Rapido near the town of Cassino but were driven
back.
Captain George D. Belben’s cruiser HMS Penelope was returning from the Anzio beach-head to Naples when
Oberleutnant Horst-Arno Fenski’s U410 got it with a torpedo. It went down at 7:18AM. 417 out of 623 died.

(U410 would sink on March 11, 1944 during a US bombing raid on the Vichy Naval Base at Toulon.)
On the eve of the American carrier-borne air strike on the Japanese naval base at Truk Lagoon, the 1,270-ton
destroyer Oite and the light cruiser Agano were due for a refit. They headed out together for Japan but only
got about 200 miles before the Agano took a torpedo and had to be abandoned. Its crew of 523 piled on board
the Oite and the vessel attempted to return to Truk. However, at this point Operation Hailstorm, an air attack
against the ships anchored in Truk Lagoon, was taking place. As the Oite approached the entrance to the lagoon
it was engaged by Avenger torpedo planes from the carrier USS Yorktown. The ship’s back was broken and
within minutes it plunged to the 240-foot bottom. As might be expected, just about everybody died.
US Marines and Army forces landed on Engebi Island, Eniwetok Atoll, in the Marshall Islands. Preliminary
landings were made on February 17th on several nearby islets. The operation was under the command of Rear
Admiral H.W. Hill and was supported by naval gunfire and carrier-based aircraft.
Destroyers bombard enemy positions at Kavieng, New Ireland, and Rabaul, New Britain.
United States naval vessel sunk: Tug YT-198, by mine, Italian area, 41 degrees 27 minutes North, 12 degrees
38 minutes East. United States naval vessel damaged: Minesweeper Pilot (AM-104), by collision, Italian area,
40 degrees 48 minutes North, 14 degrees 16 minutes East. Japanese naval vessels sunk, Truk area, Caroline
Islands:
•

Destroyer Fumizuki, by carrier-based aircraft, 7 degrees 24 minutes North, 151 degrees 44 minutes
East.
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•

Submarine chaser #29, by carrier-based #29, by carrier-based aircraft, 7 degrees 25 minutes North,
151 degrees 45 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

February 19, Saturday: American bombers struck at Leipzig in the afternoon, and then at night British bombers also
struck. In total 13,696 were killed and 50,000 left homeless. Meanwhile the German Luftwaffe was making its
heaviest raids on London since May 1941. (Oh, God, when is this going to be over?)
US Marines and Army troops supported by naval bombardment landed on Eniwetok Island of Eniwetok Atoll
in the Marshall Islands. The operation was under the command of Rear Admiral H.W. Hill.
Army, Naval, and Marines land-based aircraft heavily attacked the airfield and other Japanese installations at
Rabaul, New Britain. The area was repeatedly bombed and after this the Japanese would abandon their air
defense of Rabaul.
Motor torpedo boats engaged a German convoy southeast of the island of Elba.
Allied cruiser and destroyer gunfire supported US positions at Anzio, Italy.
Japanese naval vessels sunk: Submarine chasers #22, #34, and #40 by Army aircraft, off New Ireland
WORLD WAR II
February 20, Sunday: A Prisoner’s Music Festival began at the prisoner of war camp in Eichstätt, Germany. It was
organized by British Lieutenant Richard Wood and concludes with the world premiere of a specially
commissioned choral work by Wood’s good friend, Benjamin Britten: The Ballad of Little Musgrave and Lady
Barnard for male chorus and piano.
American bombers struck Regensburg, Fürth, Graz, Zell-am-See, Fiume, Pola, and Zara.
Carrier task group (Rear Admiral J.W. Reeves) bombed Japanese installations on Jaluit Atoll, Marshall
Islands.
United States naval vessel sunk: LST348, by submarine torpedo, Italian area, 40 degrees 57 minutes North,
13 degrees 14 minutes East
Japanese naval vessel sunk: Submarine chaser #48, by Army aircraft, off New Ireland
WORLD WAR II
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February 21: Ballad of a Boy Who Remained Unknown op.93 for soprano, tenor, chorus and orchestra by Sergei
Prokofiev to words of Antokolsky, was performed for the initial time, in Moscow.
Hans Pfitzner’s 37-year-old son Peter died in Russia.
Soviet troops occupied Soltsy and Kholm east of Pskov.
American bombers strike Steyr, Gotha, and Schweinfurt.
Americans landed on Parry, Enewetak against strong Japanese resistance.
Japanese resistance on the Green Islands, north of Bougainville, came to an end.
WORLD WAR II
February 22, Tuesday: Two Songs op.18 for voice and piano by Samuel Barber were performed for the initial time, in
New York: The Queen’s Face on a Summery Coin, to words of Horan, and Monks and Raisins, to words of
Villa.
Soviet forces captured Dno, east of Pskov.
At Dachau, 31 Soviet POWs were executed.
After torpedoing the tanker British Chivalry, Japanese submarine I-37 machine-gunned its lifeboats, killing
20. Chivalry, what’s that?
Completing United States control of Eniwetok Atoll in the Marshall Islands, under cover of naval
bombardment and carrier-aircraft bombing US Marines landed on Perry Island.
Destroyers bombarded the Japanese airstrips, pier area, and anchorages at Kavieng on New Ireland.
US submarine Ray (SS-271), laid mines at the entrance to the port of Saigon in French Indochina.
United States naval vessel sunk: PT-200, by collision with unknown object, off Long Island, New York,
41 degrees 23 minutes North, 71 degrees 1 minute West
Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•
•

Minelayer Natsushima, by destroyers, off New Ireland, 2 degrees 40 minutes South, 149 degrees
40 minutes East
Tug Nagaura, by destroyers, off New Ireland, 6 degrees 54 minutes South, 148 degrees 38 minutes
East
River gunboat Francis Garnier, by mine, South China Sea, 10 degrees 30 minutes North,
108 degrees 0 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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February 23, Wednesday: Le Voyageur sans bagage, a film with music by Francis Poulenc, was shown for the initial
time, in Paris.
To Russia for baritone, chorus and orchestra by Arnold Bax, to words of Masefield, was performed for the
initial time, in Royal Albert Hall, London.
Soviet forces captured Strugi Krasnyye northeast of Pskov.
American aircraft raided Rota, Tinian, and Saipan in the Marianas, sinking 20,000 tons of Japanese shipping.
In defense of Saipan, the Japanese would lose 168 planes while managing to destroy only 6 American planes.
American forces completed the occupation of Eniwetok Atoll. US losses in the Marshall Islands totaled 300
killed and 750 wounded. Japanese losses totaled 3,400, there being only 66 survivors.
The Red Army forces took Strugi Krasnyye, midway between Luga and Pskov and attacks began toward Dno.
At Anzio, General Lucas was replaced by General Truscott as commander of the US 6th Corps.
Anne Frank to her diary: “Riches can all be lost, but that happiness in your own heart can only be veiled, and
it will still bring you happiness again, as long as you live. As long as you can look fearlessly up into the
heavens, as long as you know that you are pure within, and that you will still find happiness.”

WORLD WAR II
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February 24, Thursday: Work in Progress for orchestra by Arnold Bax was performed for the initial time, in a “new
hall at a big factory in the London Suburbs.” Edelmiro Julián Farrell Piaui replaced Pedro Pablo Ramírez
Machuca President of the military government of Argentina.
British forces in Burma took control of the Nyakyedyauk Pass.
The Red Army took control of the rail junction of Dno, east of Pskov, and Rogachev, south of Mogilev
(Belarus).
American forces reached Biliau near Cape Iris.
The Luftwaffe again bombed London and the total of German bombers lost since January 21st reached 129.
WORLD WAR II
February 25, Friday: Destroyers bombarded Japanese positions at Kavieng, New Ireland and Rabaul, New Britain.
The 1,920-ton destroyer HMS Mahratta was escorting convoy JW-57 to Russia when it was torpedoed and
sunk in the Barents Sea by U-boat U956. 11 officers and 209 ratings died.
The British chief science adviser, Lord Cherwell, recommended to Winston Churchill that our “N-bombs” be
dropped on the Germans. The “N,” or Bacillus anthracis bacterium, “is extremely difficult to get rid of once
it is scattered.” Although the bacterium has a “potentiality” that is simply “appalling,” the “most secret” status
of the development program in England and the “top secret” status of the program in the USA sponsored by
such American science advisers as Vannevar Bush will be adequate to protect this government project from
being interfered with by the public. “There is no known cure and no effective prophylaxis,” and in fact this
type of weapon may prove to be “more formidable, because infinitely easier to make, than ______.”
Churchill needed no special pleading, he was for it, in fact he had all along been lusting for this sort of ultimate
horror scenario.
GERM WARFARE

WORLD WAR II

Curb Science?189
Science, that gives man hope to live without lies
Or blast himself off the earth: Curb science
Until morality catches up? — But look: morality
At present running rapidly retrograde,
You’d have to turn science too, back to the witch-doctors
And myth-drunkards. Besides that morality
Is not an end in itself: truth is an end.
To seek the truth is better than good works, better than survival,
Holier than innocence and higher than love.
189. This poem was entirely suppressed by the publisher, Random House, even after the war was over.
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— Robinson Jeffers

February 26, Saturday: Soviet troops captured Porkhov, east of Pskov.
United States naval vessels sunk:
•
•

PT-251, by Japanese coastal defense gun, Solomon Islands area, 6 degrees 30 minutes South, 155
degrees 10 minutes East
LST349, by grounding, Italian area, 40 degrees 55 minutes North, 12 degrees 58 minutes West
WORLD WAR II

February 28, Monday: United States naval vessel damaged:
•

Destroyer Abner Read (DD-526), by grounding, eastern New Guinea area, 8 degrees 44 minutes
South, 148 degrees 27 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

February 29, Tuesday: What was the war about? The war was about our maintaining the American way of life! The
House of Representatives of South Carolina therefore passed a resolution expressing “belief in and allegiance
to established white supremacy.” It issued a stern warning for “damned agitators of the North to leave the
South alone.”
Destroyer task group (Rear Admiral W.M. Fechteler) landed Army troops on Los Negros Island in the
Admiralty Islands (Papua New Guinea).
Destroyers bombarded wharf area and buildings at Rabaul, New Britain
After the SS Ascot was torpedoed by a Japanese submarine in the Indian Ocean, the swimmers and the rafts of
the survivors were machine-gunned. Of the 52 who had abandoned ship, only 8 would survive.
WORLD WAR II
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MARCH 1944
March: Although Friend Bayard Rustin, as an accredited member of the Religious Society of Friends and adherent of
the Society’s peace testimony, was entitled to do alternative service as a conscientious objector rather than
serve in the uniformed armed services, he found himself unable to accept alternative service because so many
young men, not members of a recognized peace church, were receiving harsh prison sentences for refusing to
be drafted. He was therefore found guilty of violating the Selective Service Act and sentenced to three years
in the federal penitentiary at Ashland, Kentucky.
MILITARY CONSCRIPTION

(While under incarceration, he would of course set about to resist the culture of prison racial segregation.)
WORLD WAR II
March 1, Wednesday: United States Naval Base, Milne Bay, New Guinea, and Naval Auxiliary Air Facility, Tanaga,
Alaska, were established.
After two weeks of heavy combat, German forces gave up their attempt to reduce the Anzio beachhead.
An army regiment outside Buenos Aires revolted against President Edelmiro Farrell of Argentina but the coup
failed when other units fail to support them.
Trio for flute, cello and piano by Norman Dello Joio was performed for the initial time, in Town Hall, New
York.
German submarines sunk:
•
•

U-603, by destroyer escort Bronstein (DE-189), North Atlantic area, 48 degrees 55 minutes North,
26 degrees 10 minutes West.
U-709, by destroyer escorts Thomas (DE-102), Bostwick (DE-103), North Atlantic area, 49 degrees
10 minutes North, 26 degrees 0 minutes West
WORLD WAR II

March 2, Thursday: Allied planes made their 1st bombing mission in support of Yugoslav partisans, at the railroad
junction at Knin.
The submarine Narwhal (SS-167) delivered ammunition and supplies and evacuated certain personnel from
Butuan Bay, Nasipit, Mindanao, Philippine Islands.
WORLD WAR II
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March 3, Friday: President Franklin Delano Roosevelt announced that the war vessels of the Italian Fleet were to be
distributed among the United States, Great Britain, and Russia.
Japanese River Boat Karatsu was sunk by US Submarine Narwhal (SS-167) in the vicinity of the Philippine
Islands area, at 8 degrees 52 minutes North, 123 degrees 23 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II

The Japanese ship Amerika-maru, carrying 1,700 passengers, almost all civilians fleeing Saipan, was sunk by
an American submarine.
Symphony no.2 by Samuel Barber was performed for the initial time, in Boston. It was dedicated to the United
States Army Air Forces, of which the composer Samuel Barber was presently a member.
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March 4, Saturday: Army and Naval land-based aircraft attack Choiseul Island, Solomon Islands.
Allied task force (Rear Admiral V.A.C. Crutchley, RN) including 2 United States cruisers and 4 United States
destroyers, bombards Japanese shore batteries and positions on Hauwei and Norilo Islands in the Admiralty
Islands; bombardment would be repeated on 6 and 7 March.
Soviet troops began an offensive on the Belorussian front.
84 civilians were shot by the Germans in the ruins of the Warsaw Ghetto. The dead and wounded were thrown
into the basement of a ruined house and the house was set alight. Screams would be heard for 6 hours.
First major daylight bombing raid on Berlin, German by the Allies.
WORLD WAR II
March 5, Sunday: The submarine Narwhal (SS-167) delivered cargo to Tawi Tawi, Philippine Islands and evacuated
certain personnel.
Operation “Thursday” was launched by the Chindits with 80 gliders from 1st Air Commandos. Landings in
Burma were planned for “Broadway,” “Piccadilly,” and “Chinringhee.” The “Piccadilly” glider landings
would be aborted upon a last-minute realization that the field had been obstructed by huge treetrunks.
The Red Army shattered the German lines in Ukraine, taking Izyaslav, east of Lvov, and Yampol on the
Dniester.
WORLD WAR II
Max Jacob, 60-year-old Jewish poet, died at Drancy, France of bronchial pneumonia. Despite his devout
Catholicism of more than 3 decades, Jacob had been in Drancy awaiting deportation to a death camp.
ANTISEMITISM
The United States Army dropped plans to distribute a pamphlet “The Races of Mankind,” authored by a couple
of professors at Columbia University, a booklet which provided scientific evidence for the parity of the races,
after the House Military Affairs Committee threatened to “expose the motives behind this book.”
RACISM

Symphony no.2 by Walter Piston was performed for the initial time, in Washington DC (music has powers to
soothe the savage Congressmen).
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March 6, Monday: Anne Frank to her diary: “Oh, Peter, if only I could help you, if only you would let me! Together
we could drive away your loneliness and mine!”

Arline H. Kellner committed suicide by jumping off the Golden Gate Bridge.
United States Submarine Scorpion (SS-278) was presumed to have been sunk somewhere in the Pacific.
United States Destroyer Nicholson (DD-442) was damaged by a coastal defense gun in the Bismarck
Archipelago, at 2 degrees 0 minutes South, 147 degrees 0 minutes East.
Soviet forces took Volochisk, east of Lvov.
WORLD WAR II
American bombers carried out their 1st raid on Berlin, Germany.
Finland rejected a Soviet offer of peace. They objected to the Soviet demand of internment of German troops
in the country and acceptance of the 1940 borders.
8 British and American Folk Songs for voice and orchestra by Dmitri Shostakovich was performed for the
initial time, in Moscow.
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March 7, Tuesday: United States Patrol Torpedo Boat PT-337 was sunk by a coastal defense gun off New Guinea, at 4
degrees 9 minutes South, 144 degrees 50 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
Anne Frank to her diary: “I’ve found that there is always some beauty left-in nature, sunshine, freedom, in
yourself; these can all help you. Look at these things, then you find yourself again, and God, and then you
regain your balance. And whoever is happy will make others happy too. He who has courage and faith will
never perish in misery!”

3,860 Czech and Slovak Jews newly arrived at Auschwitz from Theresienstadt attacked their SS guards with
their bare hands. All but 37 were killed.
ANTISEMITISM
March 8, Wednesday: Japanese troops begin a massive counterattack on American troops on Bougainville, making
some initial gains.
Japanese forces began a general counteroffensive in Burma (Myanmar) at Tiddim, crossing into India.
Japanese aircraft attacked United States position on Eniwetok Atoll, Marshall Islands.
WORLD WAR II
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March 9, Thursday: Allied troops recaptured Talasea on New Britain.
Soviet troops captured Shepetovka and entered into heavy fighting at Ternopol east of Lvov.
The destroyer USS Leopold (DE-319) was escorting Atlantic convoy CU-16 to the United Kingdom when it
was torpedoed 400 miles south of Iceland by the German U-boat U255. 171 died including all the ship’s
officers. 28 floaters would be picked up by the USS Joyce. (U255 would be scuttled on May 14, 1944 during
Operation Deadlight.)
United States Naval Air Facility (Lighter than Air), Santa Cruz, Brazil, was established.
WORLD WAR II
March 10, Friday: Soviet forces captured Uman, halfway between Kiev and Odessa.
Ma-Tovu for tenor, chorus and organ by David Diamond was performed for the initial time, in Park Avenue
Synagogue, New York.
United States naval vessel sunk: submarine chaser SC-700, by fire, Vella Lavella, Solomon Islands.
WORLD WAR II
March 11, Saturday: Dr. Josef Mengele’s son Rolf Mengele was born.
British forces took Buthidaung, Burma, north of Akyab (Sittwe).
Soviet troops took Berislav near the mouth of the Dnieper River.
Captain Eberhard von Breitenbuch was intending to walk into Führer Adolf Hitler’s conference room and
execute Der Führer at point-blank range, aware that he himself would immediately be shot down by the SS
guards. The Captain didn’t even get close because, on that very day, Hitler decided that officers of low rank
were no longer welcome at such briefings.190
German Submarines U-380 and U-410 were sunk by US Army aircraft off Toulon, France.
WORLD WAR II
March 12, Sunday: Americans occupied Wotje Atoll in the Marshall Islands without resistance.
Soviet forces reached the River Bug at Gayvoron and took Dolinskaya to the east.
WORLD WAR II
Two-Bits for flute and piano by Henry Cowell was performed for the initial time, at the Brooklyn Museum.
Otto Luening plays the flute part. Also premiered was Cowell’s three part songs for female voices American
Muse.

190. In another similar attempt at Wolf’s Lair, a bomb was secreted in the water tower. The device detonated unexpectedly, harming
no-one, and when SS Chief Himmler launched an inquiry, he appointed Lieutenant Colonel Werner Schrader, one of the
conspirators, as the investigative officer in charge — Schrader was able to prevent his inquiry from making any discoveries.
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March 13, Monday: When a freighter of Greek registry, the SS Peleus, was torpedoed by the German U-boat
U852, survivors were machine-gunned on their life rafts, and hand grenades were lobbed into the rafts, killing
32 more of the seamen. Only 3 from this freighter’s crew would evade the submariners. (KL Heinz-Wilhelm
Eck and 3 members of his crew would be sentenced by the War Crimes Court in Hamburg and would, on
November 30, 1945, face a firing squad.)
American forces on Bougainville undid all Japanese gaind since March 8th.
Indian troops in Burma withdrew to Imphal, India.
Soviet forces captured Kherson at the mouth of the Dneper.
Bachianas Brasileiras no.7 for strings by Heitor Villa-Lobos was performed for the initial time, in Rio de
Janeiro, under the baton of the composer.
Japanese naval vessel sunk: Light cruiser Tatsuta, by submarine Sandlance (SS-381), off Honshu, Japan, 32
degrees 58 minutes North, 138 degrees 52 minutes East
German submarine sunk: U-575, by aircraft (VC-95) from escort carrier Bogue (CVE-9), destroyer Hobson
(DD-464), destroyer escort Haverfield (DE-393), Canadian vessel, and British aircraft, North Atlantic area,
46 degrees 18 minutes North, 27 degrees 34 minutes West
WORLD WAR II
March 15, Wednesday: American troops landed on Manus Island in the Admiralty Isla nds (Papua New Guinea).
Japanese troops in Burma crossed the River Chindwin, heading for India.
Allied planes dropped 992 tons of bombs on Monte Cassino Monastery. Allied artillery fired 195,000 rounds
at the Monte Cassino Monastery. The rubble bounded up and down and back and forth. Then the 2d Allied
attempt to take Monte Cassino away from the German army began. British, Indian, and New Zealand infantry
assaulted the piles of rubble and found out, surprise surprise who would have thought, that the Germans could
fire quite as effectively from behind piles of rubble as they could over windowsills and around the edges of
doorways.
WORLD WAR II
March 16, Thursday: Japanese naval vessel sunk: Destroyer Shirakumo, by submarine Tautog (SS-199), off Japan, 42
degrees 25 minutes North, 144 degrees 55 minutes East
German submarines sunk:
•
•

U-392, by naval land-based aircraft (VP-63) and British surface craft, western Mediterranean area,
35 degrees 55 minutes North, 5 degrees 41 minutes West
U-801, by aircraft (VC-6) from escort carrier Block Island (CVE-21), destroyer Corry (DD-463),
destroyer escort Bronstein (DE-189), west of Cape Verde Islands, 16 degrees 42 minutes North,
30 degrees 26 minutes West
WORLD WAR II
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March 17, Friday: The 17,024-ton Dutch passenger liner SS Dempo, being used as a troopship, was sunk in the
Mediterranean by Leutnant-Commander Mehl’s U-371. A total of 498 US troops on board, died. The Dempo
was part of convoy SNF.17.
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The year before, on October 13th, 1943, the German U371 had sunk the US destroyer, USS Bristol, off Algeria.
On May 4, 1944, the U371 would be herself sunk in the Mediterranean north of Constantine by depth charges
from 4 destroyers including the American destroyer USS Pride and the British destroyer HMS Blankney.
Three of its crew would be killed and 48 taken prisoner.
Soviet forces captured Dubno, southeast of Luts.
Finland rejected a 2d set of Soviet conditions for a cessation of hostilities. Radio Moscow stated that the
Finnish government bore “full responsibility for what would follow.” Knickerbocker Holiday, a film with
music by Kurt Weill, was released in the United States.
Pages from Negro History for orchestra by William Grant Still was performed for the initial time, at Western
Maryland College, Westminster.
United States naval vessel sunk: PT-283, by coastal defense gun, Solomon Islands area, 6 degrees 27 minutes
South, 155 degrees 8 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
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March 18, Saturday: While en route from Durban to Colombo the merchant ship Daisy Moller was sunk, and then 53
of its surviving seamen were machine-gunned by the crew of Japanese submarine RO-110 (I-165?). Only 16
would survive.
The British dropped 3,000 tons of bombs during an air raid on Hamburg, Germany.
Almost like, but not exactly like, the following illustration:

Task group including 1 carrier, 2 battleships, and destroyers (Rear Admiral W.A. Lee) bombed and bombarded
Japanese installations on Mili Island in the Marshall Islands.
Destroyers bombarded Japanese in Wewak area, New Guinea; bombardment would continue into the
following day.
Soviet troops took Zhmerinka,east of Lvov and reached the west bank of the Dniester River.
On Führer Adolf Hitler’s summons, Admiral Horthy went to Klessheim Castle south of Salzburg. He was
forced to accept a new government under Döme Sztójay, German troops in Hungary, German control of
Hungarian raw materials and the deportation of all Hungarian Jews.
ANTISEMITISM
United States naval vessel damaged: Battleship Iowa (BB-61), by coastal defense gun, Mili Island, Marshall
Islands
WORLD WAR II
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March 19, Sunday: Hungary was occupied by the German Army.8 German divisions occupied Hungary to forestall
their ally making a separate peace with the Soviet Union. They install a puppet government and begin the
elimination of Hungary’s Jews (under the direction of Adolf Eichmann). All leftist and centrist parties were
banned, all leading politicians were arrested and sent to concentration camps A Child of Our Time, an oratorio
for four vocal soloists, chorus and orchestra by Michael Tippett to his own words, was performed for the initial
time, in the Adelphi Theater, London. The work was inspired by the murder of Ernst von Rath by Herschel
Grynszpan and the pogroms which followed.
ANTISEMITISM
Passacaglia and Fugue op.34a for orchestra by Wallingford Riegger was performed for the initial time, in
Washington DC.
German submarine sunk: U-1059, by aircraft (VC-6) from escort carrier Block Island (CVE-21), Atlantic area,
13 degrees 10 minutes North, 33 degrees 44 minutes West
WORLD WAR II
March 20, Monday: Soviet forces captured Vinnitsa, east of Lvov and Mogilev-Podolskiy to the south. They also
captured Soroki on the west bank of the Dnestr (Moldova).
The express train between Moscow and Leningrad resumedservice.
Naval attack group (Commodore L.F. Reifsnider) landed the 4th Marine Division (Brigadier General A.H.
Noble) on Emirau Island, Bismarck Archipelago.
Task force including 4 battleships, 2 escort carriers, and destroyers (Rear Admiral R.M. Griffin) bombarded
and bombed Kavieng, New Ireland.
The submarine Angler (SS-240) evacuated 58 persons including women and children from the west coast of
Panay, Philippine Islands.
Japanese naval vessels sunk: Auxiliary submarine chasers #47 and #49, by Army aircraft, north of New
Guinea, 2 degrees 55 minutes South, 143 degrees 40 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
March 22, Wednesday: Soviet troops took Pervomaysk on the Bug (Ukraine).
WORLD WAR II
Döme Sztójay replaced Miklós Kállay de Nagy-Kálló as Prime Minister of Hungary.
In Koldyczewo (Belarus), slave laborers revolt against Nazi guards killing ten. 25 die in the revolt but
hundreds escape.
95 members of a Jewish labor battalion in Köszeg, Hungary were locked in their barracks and gassed by
Germans.
ANTISEMITISM
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March 23, Thursday (25th anniversary of the Fascist Party): The 11th Company of the 3rd Battalion of the
Schutzstaffel Polizei Regiment “Bozen,” consisting of 156 men, were on their regular daily march through the
streets of Rome to the Macao Barracks and had reached the narrow Via Rasella when a bomb planted by Italian
partisans exploded killing 26 and wounding 60, 2 mortally. Some civilians were also killed. The German
Commandant of Rome, General Kurt Malzer, while inebriated, ordered the arrest of all Italians who lived on
that street. Some 200 civilians were rounded up and turned over temporarily to the Italian authorities. Führer
Adolf Hitler, on hearing of this bomb placed in a road-sweeper’s cart, immediately ordered that 30 Italians be
shot for each dead policeman, although later this number was reduced to 10 per dead policeman. The next day,
the civilians would be loaded onto lorries and taken to some caves that had been discovered by the Germans
on the Via Ardeatina in which the disbanded Italian army had stored barrels of petrol and vehicles. At 3:30PM
execution would begin, with each victim ordered to kneel and shot in the back of the head. By 8PM this work
would be completed.

This is a German Army action figure,
complete with its tiny Luger,
which you can purchase
for your son to play with.
Schutzstaffel Obersturmbannführer Herbert Kappler, who had been in charge of the executions, would in 1947
be sentenced to life imprisonment — in 1972 he was allowed to marry his German nurse, Anneliese Wenger
— in 1976, with her help, he would be able to escape from the prison hospital — seven months later in her
home at Soltau in northern Germany, he would die of cancer of the stomach. General Malzer would die in
prison. Today, the Ardeatina Caves are a memorial, and nearby is a mausoleum containing stone sarcophagi
for 335 victims.
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Near Naples, Vesuvio blew its top:

MOUNT VESUVIUS
Destroyers bombarded enemy installations on Mussau Islands in the St. Matthias group of the Bismarck
Archipelago.
United States Naval Air Facility, Dunkeswell, England was established.
A Japanese submarine was sunk: Submarine I-42, by submarine Tunny (SS-282), off Palau Islands, 6 degrees
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40 minutes North, 134 degrees 3 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
After initial progress, Allied (India-New Zealand) forces withdrew from their gained at Cassino and the
attacked was called off.
4,000 Greek Jews were deported to Auschwitz.
ANTISEMITISM
Concerto for cello and orchestra op. 52 by Hans Pfitzner was performed for the initial time, in Solingen.
Henry Cowell’s Hymn and Fuguing Tune no.2 for string orchestra was performed for the initial time, over the
airwaves of station WEAF, New York.
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March 24, Friday: At Stalag Luft III at Sagan in Silesia, hundreds of Royal Air Force officer prisoners of war had had
a hand in the building of a tunnel, starting beneath one of the huts in the British north compound of the camp.
The tunnel ran for 360 feet and passed under the perimeter wire at a depth of 20 feet. On this date 79 men
managed to make their way through the tunnel before it was discovered. The last three out gave themselves
up, hoping in that manner to delay the search for the rest. Führer Adolf Hitler issued a personal order that 50
of the escapees were to be shot on recapture. Within weeks all would have been recaptured, except for three
who eventually would reach England. After their capture, the officers would be confined in various jails near
the places of their arrest. Early in the morning they would be taken out of their cells and in groups of two or
three bundled into cars and driven out into the country. On the autobahn, near a wood, the car would stop and
the German guards would allow the prisoners to get out to relieve themselves. While they were urinating, their
guards would shoot them in the neck.

This is a German Army action figure,
complete with its tiny Luger,
which you can purchase
for your son to play with.
Their bodies would then be taken to the nearby crematoria. When urns containing the ashes of these officers
began arriving at Stalag Luft III, the urns had the officer’s name and date of cremation and place-names such
as Gorlitz, Brux, Breslau, Liegnitz, Kiel, München, Saarbrucken, and Danzig. Most urns would be dated
March 29, 30, and 31, 1944. The official Gestapo record would be that an officer had been “shot while
attempting to escape.” After the war, the RAF Special Investigation Branch would begin a 3-year search for
culprits. Of the 72 individuals traced, 21 would be executed, 17 would be imprisoned, 11 would commit
suicide, and the remainder would die, disappear, or be acquitted.
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“The pachinko ball doesn’t want to plonk into
the plastic tub before it has accomplished
some sort of trajectory.”
—

A Japanese submarine was sunk: Submarine I-32, by destroyer escort Manlove (DE-36), and submarine chaser
PC-1135, Marshall Islands area, 8 degrees 30 minutes North, 170 degrees 10 minutes East.
The last organized Japanese resistance on Bougainville ended.
Soviet forces captured Voznesensk, north of Odessa, and Zaleschik, southeast of Lvov.
In reprisal for the blowing up of 33 German soldiers in Rome on the previous day, 335 Italian men and boys
were gunned down at the Fosse Ardeatine.
When 811 British planes attacked Berlin, 472 died, a few of them soldiers.
Cantata for Wartime for female chorus and orchestra by Ernst Krenek to words of Melville was performed for
the initial time, in Northrop Memorial Auditorium, Minneapolis.
WORLD WAR II
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March 25, Saturday: American forces on Manus Island in the Admiralty Islands (Papua New Guinea) crushed the last
Japanese resistance.
When German troops went on the attack on the Plateau des Glières above Annecy, they killed 400 members
of the French Resistance.
Japanese naval vessels sunk: Submarine chaser #54, by submarine Pollack (SS-180), north of Bonin Islands,
28 degrees 34 minutes North, 142 degrees 14 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
March 26, Sunday: After the Dutch ship Tjisalak was torpedoed, the crew of Japanese submarine I-8 attacked its 98
surviving crewmembers and passengers with swords, and by using spanners as clubs.191
Soviet troops took Balta northeast of Kishinev and reached the River Prut along a 90-kilometer front.
A Political Committee of National Liberation was formed in Greece in opposition to the government-in-exile.
United States naval vessel sunk: Submarine Tullibee (SS-284), probably by a circular run of its own torpedo,
north of Palau Islands, Caroline Islands
WORLD WAR II
March 27, Monday: United States naval vessels sunk: PT-121 and PT-353, accidentally by friendly bomber, Bismarck
Archipelago area, 5 degrees 17 minutes South, 151 degrees 1 minute East
TIMELINE OF ACCIDENTS

191. At a first order of approximation there seems to be a remarkable similarity between fighting at sea and feeding fish.
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United States naval vessel damaged: PT-207, by naval gunfire, Italian area, 41 degrees 27 minutes North, 12
degrees 40 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
The Red Army captured Kamenets-Podolskiy and Gorodenka in eastern Ukraine.
German troops occupied Romania.
Several thousand Jewish children, the final surviving residents of the Kovno (Kaunas) Ghetto under 14, were
rounded up and driven to their deaths. 37 Jewish policemen who refuse to take part in this roundup were killed
on the spot. The operation would take 2 days to complete.
ANTISEMITISM
March 28, Tuesday: Soviet troops captured Nikolayev, northeast of Odessa.
Destroyers bombarded Japanese positions on Kapingamarangi Atoll, north of New Ireland.
WORLD WAR II
March 29: Red Army troops crossed into Greater Germany, taking Kolomyja (Kolomya, Ukraine).
WORLD WAR II

March 30, Thursday: Japanese troops began a siege of Imphal, India.
The Red Army captured Chernovtsy in Ukraine.
When 800 British planes attacked Nürnberg, Germany of the 714 people who lost their lives fully 545 were
British airmen — the worst losses of any raid during the war.
Fast carrier forces under Commander Fifth Fleet (Admiral R.A. Spruance) commence intensive bombing of
Japanese airfields, shipping, fleet service facilities, and other installations at Palau, Yap, Ulithi, and Woleai in
the Caroline Islands group. Extensive minefields were planted by carrier-based aircraft in and around the
channels and approaches to the Palau Islands. Attacks continue until April 1st.
United States naval vessel sunk: Submarine Grayback (SS-208), Pacific Ocean area, reported as presumed lost
United States naval vessel damaged: Submarine Tunney (SS-282) accidentally by friendly aircraft off Palau
Islands, 7 degrees 29 minutes North, 134 degrees 26 minutes East
TIMELINE OF ACCIDENTS

Japanese naval vessels sunk, Palau, Caroline Islands raid: Repair ship Akashi, oilers Ose, Sata, and Iro,
submarine chasers #6 and #26, auxiliary submarine chasers #22 and #53, and patrol boat #31, by carrier-based
aircraft
WORLD WAR II
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March 31, Friday: Japanese naval vessels sunk: Old destroyer Wakatake, by carrier-based aircraft, off Palau Islands,
Caroline Islands.
WORLD WAR II
Soviet forces took Ochakov on the Black Sea, east of Odessa.
Hungarian Jews were required to wear the yellow badge.
ANTISEMITISM
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APRIL 1944
April: Philip Van Doren Stern self-printed palm-sized booklet THE GREATEST GIFT came to the attention of RKO
Pictures producer David Hempstead and was shared with Cary Grant, who became interested in portraying the
point-of-view character, the man who was able to overcome thoughts of holiday suicide. Therefore RKO
Pictures paid $10,000 and obtained the motion picture rights to the story.

The US Army began experimenting with compounds to destroy crops, and within a year would narrow the
possibilities down from a long list of more than 1,000 agents to a short list of the 9 most promising ones those
containing phenoxyacetic acids. A compound “LN-8” would win out over the other 8 and be put into mass
production (LN-8 and another tested compound would later be used to create “Agent Orange”).
SECRET MEDICAL EXPERIMENTS

Part of the 4th LCI Flotilla, while on its way to the UK after taking on supplies at Gibraltar, was engaged by
3 German Condor bombers based at Brest. Each plane dropped 6 bombs and the leading Landing Craft–
Infantry of the flotilla was hit and broke apart. Aboard this vessel were a bunch of naval officers and ratings
who were hitching a ride back to England to prepare for D-Day. The front part of the vessel, where,
unfortunately, all 98 passengers and almost all the crew had gathered, went straight down. None of these men
would get a chance to die on the bloody sands of the beaches of Normandy! The rear of the vessel would stay
at the surface for so long that it would require naval gunfire to remove it as a hazard to navigation.
WORLD WAR II
April 1, Saturday: Vladimir Ussachevsky completed the US Army Specialized Training Program in Chinese Area and
Language Studies at the University of Washington, Seattle.
WORLD WAR II
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April 2, Sunday: Charles George Baltzer committed suicide by jumping off the Golden Gate Bridge.
The Red Army entered pre-1939 Romania.
An uprising against Salvadoran dictator Maximiliano Hernández Martínez lasting 4 hours killed 53 people and
injured 134. Two square blocks of San Salvador were destroyed. The uprising failed.
At the end of March 1944, the German 12th SS Panzer Division “Hitler Jugend” had set out on 24 rail trucks
for Normandy, to cover the coast in anticipation of an Allied landing. The convoy, under the command of SS
Obersturmfuhrer Walter Hauck, was approaching the small railway station of Ascq near Lille on this day when
two of the flat trucks were derailed by an explosion. Obersturmfuhrer Hauck ordered his soldiers to search and
arrest all male members of the houses on both sides of the track. These 70 civilians were marched down the
track about 300 yards with each of them being executed by a shot to the back of the head.
Another 16 were caught and executed in the village itself. After an investigation by the Gestapo, six more of
the local men would be arrested, charged with having planted the bomb on the tracks, and executed by firing
squad. At the end of the war, a search for the perpetrators of this would be set in motion. Most of the SS men
responsible would be located in the Allied POW camps in Europe and in England. In all, nine SS men would
eventually stand trial in a French Military Court at Lille. All would be sentenced to death, including former SS
Obersturmfuhrer Walter Hauck. The sentences would, however, later be commuted to periods of
imprisonment, and Hauck would be freed during July 1957. In the local cemetery at Ascq there are now two
rows of identical tombstones and a large plaque engraved with the names of all the victims.
WORLD WAR II
April 3, Monday: President Franklin Delano Roosevelt sent Generalissimo Chiang Kai-Shek a strongly worded letter
related to getting the Chinese “Y” Force into immediate military action.
WORLD WAR II
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April 4-22: The maw of Mount Vesuvius opened and it transited into its eruptive, non-quiescent condition,
which phase typically obtains for this particular volcano for between half an year and just shy of 31 years.192
Professor Steven Jay Gould of Harvard’s dad, as a GI in the WWII invasion of Italy, would observe the
aftermath of this most recent eruption.
WORLD WAR II

192. “Effusiva-Esplosiva Lave a NW. Attraverso il Fosso del Faraone verso S. Sebastiano, Massa e Cercola si ferma a 120 m s.l.m.
S. Sebastiano e Massa distrutte. 45 morti per crollo dei solai (Nocera, Pagani e Terzigno) e 2 per le mofete (Ercolano). Si forma
l’attuale cratere di forma ellittica (580x480 m).”
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ENSO PHASES
Cold
Phase

Neutral
Phase

Warm
Phase

1944
1945
1946
1947
1948
1949
1950
1951
1952
1953
1954
1955
1956
1957
1958
1959
1960
1961
1962
1963
1964
1965
1966
1967
1968
1969
1970
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Cold
Phase

Neutral
Phase

Warm
Phase

1971
1972
1973
1974
1975
1976
1977
1978
1979
1980
1981
1982
1983
1984
1985
1986
1987
1988
1989
1990
1991
1992
1993
1994
1995
1996
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April 4, Tuesday: Japanese forces attacked Allied (Great Britain-India) defenders of Kohima, India, key to the Assam
Valley northeast of Dhaka.
A federal court in Los Angeles acquitted Charlie Chaplin of violating the Mann Act by having purchased a
railroad ticket to send wannabee starlet Joan Barry (Mary Louise Gribble), who was becoming mentally ill,
home from Hollywood to New York.
United States Destroyer Hall (DD-583) was damaged by a coastal defense gun in the Marshall Islands, at 9
degrees 30 minutes North, 170 degrees 0 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
Anne Frank to her diary: “I want to go on living even after my death! And therefore I am grateful to God for
giving me this gift, this possibility of developing myself and of writing, of expressing all that is in me. I can
shake off everything if I write; my sorrows disappear, my courage is reborn.”
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April 5, Wednesday: Several works for prepared piano by John Cage were performed for the initial time, at the Studio
Theater, New York, to dances by Merce Cunningham: The Perilous Night, Tossed as it was Untroubled, Root
of an Unfocus, Spontaneous Earth, The Unavailable Memory of, Triple-Paced No.2.
From this point, the Jews of Hungary would be required to wear the yellow Star of David.

ANTISEMITISM
Japanese naval vessel sunk: Auxiliary submarine chaser #46, by carrier-based aircraft, Caroline Islands area
WORLD WAR II
April 6, Thursday, morning: The sleepy French village of Izieu lies overlooking the Rhone river between Lyon and
Chambery in central France. A number of refugee Jewish children, most of them orphans, were being sheltered
in a home there, in the forlorn hope that their French neighbors would not turn them in to the Gestapo.
However, on this morning as the 44 of them sat down to their breakfast, a car and two military trucks pulled
up in front of the dwelling. The German Gestapo, led by the Frenchman Klaus Barbie, its regional head,
forcibly removed the children, aged between 5 and 17, and their 7 supervisors. All were transported to the
collection center at Drancy outside Paris and put on the next available trains to “points east.” A caregiver,
Miron Zlatin, and two of the older children, would arrive at Tallin in Estonia and there be shot. The others
would find themselves in Auschwitz. Not a single one of these children would survive the war, although one
of the supervisors, 27-year-old Lea Feldblum, would survive. On July 3, 1987 Klaus Barbie would be arrested,
and he would be sentenced by a French court to life imprisonment and would die of cancer in prison on
September 25, 1991. The former children’s home in Izieu has become a memorial and museum.
ANTISEMITISM
WORLD WAR II
April 7, Friday: Alfred Wetzler and Rudolf Vrba escaped from Auschwitz — their descriptions of Auschwitz would
reach the world and become known as the Auschwitz Protocols.
ANTISEMITISM
United States naval vessel damaged: Destroyer Champlin (DD-601), by intentional ramming of German
submarine and by gunfire, North Atlantic area, 40 degrees 18 minutes North, 62 degrees 22 minutes West
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Japanese submarine sunk: Submarine I-2, by destroyer Saufley (DD-465), north of New Ireland, 2 degrees 17
minutes South, 149 degrees 14 minutes East
German submarine sunk: U-856, by destroyer Champlin (DD-601) and destroyer escort (DE-145), North
Atlantic area, 40 degrees 18 minutes North, 62 degrees 22 minutes West
WORLD WAR II
April 8, Saturday: Soviet troops began an offensive to liberate the Crimea, by capturing Botosani, Dorohoi, and Siret
in northeast Romania.
WORLD WAR II
April 9, Sunday: United States naval vessel sunk: Submarine chaser SC-984, by grounding in New Hebrides
German submarine sunk: U-515, by aircraft (VC-58) from escort carrier GuadalcanaL (CVE-60), and
destroyer escorts Pillsbury (DE-133), Pope (DE-134), Flaherty (DE-135), and Chatelin (DE-149), off
Madeira Island, 34 degrees 35 minutes North, 19 degrees 18 minutes West
WORLD WAR II
April 10, Monday: Soviet troops occupied Odessa after heavy fighting.
Soviet forces captured Radauti and Suceava in northeast Romania.
Dr. Robert Burns Woodward and Dr. W.E. Doering, working for the Polaroid Corporation at Harvard
University, produced the first synthetic quinine.
Lt. Antonio de la Lama Rojas attempted to gun down President Manuel Avila Camacho during a conversation
at the Presidential Palace in Mexico City. He failed and would later be seriously wounded by guards (he would
die on April 12th).
Arnold Schoenberg’s organ work Variations on a Recitative was performed for the initial time, in New York.
The USSR captured Odessa.
German submarine sunk: U-68, by aircraft (VC-58)from escort carrier Guadalcanal (CVE-60), off Madeira
Island, 33 degrees 25 minutes North, 3 degrees 58 minutes West.
WORLD WAR II
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April 11, Tuesday: Soviet troops took Dzhankoy and Kerch in Crimea.
British planes destroyed a building in The Hague housing records of the Gestapo in the Netherlands.
6 bombers attacked at a height of 15 meters. 61 Dutch were killed — but hundreds in the resistance would be
saved.
Lieutenant-Commander Iritono Atsao’s destroyer IJN Akigumo, that had assisted in the sinking of the aircraft
carrier USS Hornet, was at this point torpedoed by the USS Redfin 30 miles south of Zamboanga while
escorting the troop transport, Kiyokawa Maru. The Lieutenant-Commander and 136 crewmen died.
United States naval vessel damaged:
•

Destroyer escort Holder (DE-401), by submarine torpedo, western Mediterranean area, 37 degrees
3 minutes North, 3 degrees 58 minutes East

Japanese naval vessel sunk:
•

Destroyer Akigumo, by submarine Redfin (SS-272), Celebes Sea, 6 degrees 43 minutes North,
122 degrees 23 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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April 12, Wednesday: Soviet forces captured Tiraspol on the Dnestr east of Kishinev (Moldova). German forces began
evacuating Crimea.
King Vittorio Emanuele III of Italy signed a decree handing power to his son, Crown Prince Umberto, until a
plebiscite on the monarchy could be held.
United States naval vessels sunk:
•
•

PT-135, damaged by grounding, Bismarck Archipelago area, 5 degrees 29 minutes South,
152 degrees 9 minutes East; sunk by United States forces
Rescue tug ATR-98, by collision, Azores area, 44 degrees 5 minutes North, 24 degrees 8 minutes
West
WORLD WAR II

April 13, Thursday: Japanese naval vessel sunk: Destroyer Ikazuchi, by submarine Harder (SS-257), Central Pacific
area, 10 degrees 13 minutes North, 143 degrees 51 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
A federal judge in Honolulu ruled that continued martial law in the Hawaiian Islands was unnecessary and
invalid.
Soviet troops captured Feodosiya, Evpatoriya and Simferopol in Crimea.
Sophoklis Eleftheriou Venizelos replaced Emmanouil Ioannou Tsouderos as Prime Minister of the Greek
government in exile in Cairo.
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April 14, Friday: Anne Frank to her diary: “If the truth is told, things are just as bad as you yourself care to make them.”

Symphony no.6 “Gettysburg” by Roy Harris was performed for the initial time, in Symphony Hall, Boston.
The 7,142-ton British Ministry of War Transport steamship SS Fort Stikine had brought 1,400 tons of
munitions and 9,000 bales of cotton to its berth at the Bombay docks. A fire broke out that reached the forward
section of the ship where the munitions were stored. This must have been almost as big a boom as the one made
by the ammunition ship Mont Blanc in Halifax harbor during WWI! There were 18 merchant ships in the
vicinity that vanished or went down or were severely damaged. Flaming bales of cotton were sent soaring
through the air like minivans to set the wooden shacks of Bombay’s slums aflame in all directions. The general
conflagration would go on for 2 days and 2 nights. 336 would be killed and more than 1,000 injured. It was
not a good scene. Things were approximately as bad as we ourselves cared to make them.
WORLD WAR II
TIMELINE OF ACCIDENTS

April 15, Saturday: Alaskan Sea Frontier (Vice Admiral F.J. Fletcher) with headquarters at Adak, Aleutian Islands, and
Seventeenth Naval District (Rear Admiral F.E.M. Whiting) with temporary headquarters in Adak and
permanent headquarters at Kodiak, Alaska, were established. United States Naval Base, Abemama, Gilbert
Islands, was established. Carrier Hancock (CV-19) was commissioned at Fore River, Massachusetts.
WORLD WAR II
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April 16, Sunday: Soviet forces captured Yalta.
American planes bombed Belgrade.
Concierto de estio for violin and orchestra by Joaquín Rodrigo was performed for the initial time, in Teatro
San Carlos, Lisbon.
The Expiring Frog: recitative and aria romantica for voice and piano by Paul Hindemith to words of Dickens
and the Encyclopedia Britannica was performed for the initial time, in New Haven.
The battleship Wisconsin (BB-64) was commissioned at Philadelphia.
United States naval vessel damaged: destroyer escort Gandy (DE-764), by intentional ramming of German
submarine, North Atlantic area, 40 degrees 9 minutes North, 69 degrees 44 minutes West
German submarine sunk: U-550, by destroyer escorts Peterson (DE-152), Joyce (DE-317), and Gandy (DE764), North Atlantic area, 40 degrees 9 minutes North, 69 degrees 44 minutes West
WORLD WAR II
April 17, Monday: Incidental music to the stage spectacle Russian River by Dmitri Shostakovich to words of
Dobrovolsky was performed for the initial time, in Moscow Dzerzhinsky Central Club.
Anton Webern was conscripted into the air raid police in Mödling, and would be required to organize shelters
and clear rubble.
The Japanese began their final large offensive in China, across the Huang River.
United States naval vessel sunk: Submarine Trout (SS-202), Pacific Ocean area, reported as presumed lost
German submarine sunk: U-986, by minesweeper Swift (AM-122), and submarine chaser PC-619, North
Atlantic area, 50 degrees 9 minutes North, 12 degrees 51 minutes West
WORLD WAR II
April 18, Tuesday: Soviet troops took Balaklava, Crimea.
WORLD WAR II
The ballet Fancy Free, to a scenario by Robbins, was performed for the initial time, at the Metropolitan Opera
House of New York City, conducted by its composer Leonard Bernstein.
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April 19, Wednesday: Sweden rejected demands by the Allies to halt sales of ball bearings to Germany.
Pierre Boulez began weekly counterpoint lessons with Andrée Vaurabourg (Mme Arthur Honegger) at her
apartment on Montmartre.
Allied naval force (Admiral J.F. Sommerville, RN), including United States carrier Saratoga (CV-3) and 3
United States destroyers, struck Japanese positions at Sabang, Netherlands East Indies.
WORLD WAR II
April 20, Thursday: After fierce and desperate resistance, the Allied (Great Britain-India) defenders of Kohima were
relieved and the Japanese advance into India was halted.

The Liberty Ship SS Paul Hamilton was part of Convoy UGS-38 about 30 miles off the coast of Cape Bengut,
Algeria when it was sunk by an aerial torpedo from a Junker Ju-88 bomber. 47 crewmen, 504 Army Air Force
personnel including 154 men of the 831st Squadron, and 29 armed guards died. There were no floaters and
only the corpse of 2nd Lieutenant Austin Anderle would be recovered.193

193. At a first order of approximation there seems to be a remarkable similarity between fighting at sea and feeding fish.
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(Leaving entirely out of consideration all the sinkings from which there was at least one floating survivor,
during WWII, a total of 43 American merchant ships would be lost in this manner, which is to say, lost with
all hands — totaling more than 1,600 such mass deaths.)

United States naval vessel sunk: Destroyer Landsdale (DD-426), by aircraft torpedo, western Mediterranean
area, 37 degrees 3 minutes North, 3 degrees 51 minutes East
Japanese submarine sunk: RO-45, by submarine Seahorse (SS-304), off Marianas Islands, 15 degrees 19
minutes North, 145 degrees 31 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
April 21, Friday: 640 French were killed during an Allied bombing raid on Paris.
Prime Minister Winston Churchill informed the House of Commons that the words dealing with freedom and
self-determination in the Atlantic Charter did not apply to the British Empire.
The French Provisional Government extended voting rights to women.
Naval task force (Vice Admiral M.A. Mitscher), including carriers, battleships, cruisers, and destroyers,
bombed and bombarded Japanese airfields and defensive positions at Hollandia, Wakde, Sawar, and Sarmi
areas of New Guinea (these attacks would continue on April 22d).
WORLD WAR II
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April 22, Saturday: The US Army landed 84,000 men at Hollandia, Netherlands New Guina (Jayapura, West Irian) and
Aitape, Northeast New Guinea (Papua New Guinea).
American forces took Ungelap, completing their conquest of the Marshall Islands. The assault operation was
under the control of Rear Admiral D.E. Barbey and supported by gunfire and carrier-based aircraft from Vice
Admiral M.A. Mitscher’s carrier task force.
The 1st 3 of the 4 parts of The Wayward by Harry Partch were performed for the initial time, in Carnegie
Chamber Music Hall, New York: Eight Hitchhiker Inscriptions from a Highway Railing at Barstow, California
for voice and guitar; US Highball: a Musical Account of a Transcontinental Hobo Trip to the composer’s words
for chorus, guitar and chromelodeon; and San Francisco: a Setting of the Cries of Two Newsboys on a Foggy
Night in the Twenties for solo voice, viola, chromelodeon and kithara. Also premiered was Partch’s YD
Fantasy for soprano, tin flutes, tin oboe, flexatone and chromelodeon to his own words.
The submarine Redfin (SS-272) laid mines off Sarawak, Borneo.
WORLD WAR II
April 23, Sunday: Allied forces retook Hollandia, Netherlands New Guinea (Jayapura, West Irian) from the Japanese.
Japanese naval vessel sunk: Destroyer Amagiri, by mine, Makassar Strait, Netherlands East Indies area, 2
degrees 12 minutes South, 116 degrees 45 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
April 26, Wednesday: Two British and two Greek agents captured General Heinrich Kreipe, commander of Crete, on
the road between Arhanes and Heraklion. He was spirited away to Egypt and would be transferred to London,
finally ending up in Calgary.
Georgios Andreou Papandreou replaced Sophoklis Eleftheriou Venizelos as Prime Minister of the Greek
government in exile in Cairo.
Japanese submarine sunk: Submarine I-180, by destroyer escort Gilmore (DE-18), North Pacific area, 55
degrees 10 minutes North, 155 degrees 40 minutes West
German submarine sunk: U-488, by destroyer escorts Frost (DE-144), Huse (DE-145), Barber (DE-161), and
Snowden (DE-246), mid-Atlantic area, 17 degrees 54 minutes North, 38 degrees 5 minutes West
WORLD WAR II
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April 26-May 6: A Japanese convoy (Operation Take-Ichi) transporting around 20,000 troops, enroute from Shanghai
to reinforce the Japanese garrison of Halmahera on the Vogelkop Peninsula, was engaged by the American
submarine USS Jack. The Yoshida Maru was carrying an entire Japanese Army regiment of 3,000 men when
it went under off Manila Bay on April 26th leaving not a single floater to be salvaged. On May 6th, the
American submarine USS Gurnard spotted the same convoy.

This time the tin fish found the 6,886-ton transport Tenshizan Maru, the 6,995-ton transport Taijima Maru, and
the 5,824-ton transport Aden Maru. In total, nearly half the soldiers that had embarked in this troop convoy at
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Shanghai died before it reached its destination.

(That’s termed attrition and in war it’s considered a Good Thing.)
WORLD WAR II
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April 27, Thursday: Symphony no.1 by Elliott Carter was performed for the initial time, in Eastman Theater,
Rochester, New York, conducted by Howard Hanson.
United States naval vessel sunk: Cargo ship Etamin (AK-93), by aircraft torpedo, western New Guinea area,
3 degrees 9 minutes South, 142 degrees 24 minutes East
Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Light cruiser Yubari, by submarine Bluegill (SS-242), southwest of the Palau Islands, 5 degrees
20 minutes North, 132 degrees 16 minutes East.
Minelayer Kamone, by submarine Halibut (SS-232), off Ryukyu Islands, 27 degrees 37 minutes
North, 128 degrees 11 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

April 28, Friday: Secretary of the Navy Frank Knox died in Washington DC.
At Slapton Sands near Dartmouth, a massive practice for the invasion of France was spotted by German patrol
boats. They torpedoed 2 tank landing ships, killing 639 Americans.
United States naval vessels sunk: LST507, and LST531, by torpedoes from surface craft, English Channel, 50
degrees 28 minutes North, 2 degrees 51 minutes West
Japanese submarine sunk: Submarine I-183, by submarine Pogy (SS-266), off Kyushu, Japan, 32 degrees 7
minutes North, 133 degrees 3 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
April 29, Saturday: When Commander John Stubbs’s Canadian destroyer HMCS Athabaskan was torpedoed north of
Ile de Bas, France while clearing mines in the English Channel prior to the invasion of France by German
torpedo boat T-26, the Commander and 128 crewmen died. The destroyer HMCS Haida was able to retrieved
44 of the floaters, but 83 others were retrieved by German torpedo boats and became POWs.
Aircraft from fast carrier task force (Vice Admiral M.A. Mitscher), including 12 carriers, commence 2-day
bombing attack on Japanese shipping, oil and ammunition bumps, aircraft facilities, and other installations at
Truk, Caroline Islands.
United States naval vessels sunk: PT-346 and PT-347, accidentally by friendly aircraft, Bismarck Archipelago
area, 4 degrees 13 minutes South, 151 degrees 27 minutes East
TIMELINE OF ACCIDENTS

Japanese naval vessels sunk: Submarine I-174, by aircraft from light carrier Monterey (CVL-26) and
destroyers MacDonough (DD-351) and Stephen Potter (DD-538), Caroline Islands area, 6 degrees 13 minutes
North, 151 degrees 19 minutes East. River gunboat Tahure, by submarine Flasher (SS-249), South China Sea,
13 degrees 2 minutes North, 109 degrees 28 minutes East
German submarine sunk: U-421, by Army aircraft, Toulon, France
WORLD WAR II
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April 30, Sunday: Cruiser and destroyer force (Rear Admiral J.B. Oldendorf) bombarded Japanese positions on
Satawan Island, in the Namoi Group of the Caroline Islands.
WORLD WAR II
Yitzhak Katznelson, songwriter and poet, along with his 18-year-old son, were gassed at Auschwitz.
ANTISEMITISM
At 5:30PM the American Broadcasting Station in Europe (ABSIE) began broadcasting from England to the
continent. Its music director was Marc Blitzstein.
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MAY 1944
May:

Allen Ginsberg, a student at Columbia University, met Jack Kerouac at Edie Parker’s apartment on 118th
Street in New York City. Together they would visit William S. Burroughs in his apartment on Riverside Drive.
It was the consideration of the Nazi Burgomeister of the village of Velpke near Helmstedt, Germany, that
Polish female slave laborers were spending far too much time attending to their own infants, and not being
productive enough at their slave tasks on the local farms as well as in the factories of the area, such as the
Volkswagen factory at nearby Wolfsburg. A center was established for these infant charges in an old factory
building lacking running water, electric lights, and a telephone connection, and they were forcibly removed
from their slave mothers. The Reich labor Office ordered a former teacher, Frau Billien, to take charge of this
institution and supervise the four Polish and Russian slave girls who were installed in the building to tend these
infants. None of these attendants had ever before cared for an infant. Some months later Volkswagen required
possession of the old building, and it would be discovered that 84 of the infants had already died through the
disregard of their caretakers and the deprival of mother’s milk. According to the Velpke village register the
most common causes of death had been general weakness, dysentery, and intestinal catarrh. (A British Military
Court would sentence two of these care providers to death, and three to long terms of imprisonment.)
WORLD WAR II
Walter Roy Harding wrote in this notes that “Rather the significant contribution of Thoreau is what might be
termed his ‘mind-set.’ We need to produce more citizens who will question things as he did. If we study his
pattern, we may learn the secret of producing such men. If we succeed, we will have taken one of the greatest
strides toward producing that ideal democracy about which so much is said and so little done these days.
For it is only through an enlightened, questioning citizenry that we may achieve such a utopia. Therein lies the
value of Thoreau.”

In a poll of 52 correspondents conducted by Look Magazine, Senator Harry S Truman was selected as one of
the ten most useful officials in Washington DC (it is an interesting comment on the innocence of those times,
that anybody would have dared to ask news media people for their judgment about the merits of politicians, or
that anybody would have considered such opinions to be of any relevance).
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At this point Winston Churchill had received his first small batch of germ bombs from the Indiana Ku Klux
Klan in Vigo near Terre Haute, for testing, but construction of the Chemical Warfare Service’s 6,100-acre Vigo
Ordinance Plant had only just been completed and American production was far behind schedule.

The plant was supposed to be producing some 50,000 4-pound bombs per month by that summer, out of an
order for 500,000 such devices, but there wasn’t a fat chance in hell of that happening.194 There was another
plant in Indiana that was due to start production late in 1944 and was to begin producing about 625,000 germ
bombs monthly, with a portion of this grand supply to be available to the English air force early in 1945, but
that was all big talk and at this point they had to confess to a disgruntled Churchill that there would not be
enough anthrax bombs for even a “token” destruction of German cities until the end of 1944 at the earliest.
What if the wicked Germans had a chance to surrender before we righteous people had a chance to rise up in

194.The Ku Klux Klan has been accused of a lot of stuff, but it has never been accused of efficiency.
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our wrath and kill them all?195
GERM WARFARE

Here is the matter, as it has been recorded on the Internet by the Vigo County, Indiana people themselves
(emphasis supplied; see URL http://web.indstate.edu/community/vchs/thhist.htm):
The Second World War created abnormal economic conditions in
many cities, but Terre Haute escaped the problem due to its lack
of durable goods manufactures. Instead, Terre Haute produced
peacetime goods, largely food items, and supplied labor to three
nearby ordnance plants. The A and P (Great Atlantic and Pacific
Tea) Company’s Quaker Maid plant was said to have been the
world’s largest food processing factory under one roof. In one
of these plants, the Terre Haute Ordnance Depot, biological
agents for antipersonnel bombs would have been produced had the
war continued. The city received the nation's 100th United
Service organizations (USO) facility in 1943, and it proudly
accepted designation as the country's foremost recruitment
center of women serving in the navy (Women Accepted for
Volunteer Emergency Service, or WAVES). In 1945 when the navy
launched the SS Terre Haute Victory, a 10,800 ton armed cargo
ship, it carried a library and recreational equipment purchased
with funds raised in a city campaign.
The rousing activities of the war effort — troop send-offs,
victory gardens, bond sales, civil defense drills, parades, and
ceremonies — only briefly diverted attention from Terre Haute's
almost congenital social and economic plight. In all years but
two between 1940 and 1961 the city found itself on some form of
federal chronic unemployment list. New factories, such as Pfizer
Chemical (1948), Allis-Chalmers (1951), Columbia Records
(1954), and Anaconda Aluminum (1959), could absorb only a
195.The German populations that had been selected for extermination had been, in alphabetical order, those of Aachen, Berlin,
Frankfurt, Hamburg, Stuttgart, and Wilhelmshafen.
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portion of job seekers from folded businesses. Manufacturing
establishments declined from 134 in 1947 to 131 twenty years
later. The community lost about 6,000 jobs between 1950 and
1960. The census tally that showed an increased of 9,807
residents in the 1940-60 period masked the loss of work places
and jobholders. The census figure represented gains through
annexations, including the attachment of Harrison Township in
1957, not a net gain of recent arrivals.
National magazines and state newspapers persisted in featuring
the iniquities of the city. The image of a debauched community
plagued local administrators. Successive mayors tried, more or
less, to blot out gambling and prostitution, the volume of
which, in any case, had decreased significantly from prewar
levels. Isolated incidents, such as the 1957 disclosure that
Terre Haute was a base for a large gambling syndicated, stoked

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

WORLD WAR II

WWII

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE
the media's fires.
WORLD WAR II

May 1, Monday: In a secret meeting in Romania, the Trade Union Congress and the General Confederation of Labor
come under almost complete domination by communists.
Howard Hanson won the Pulitzer Prize in Music for his Symphony no.4.
A battleship and carrier group under Vice Admiral W.A. Lee bombarded and bombed the wharf area, an enemy
seaplane base, and other facilities on Ponape Island in the Caroline Islands.
WORLD WAR II
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May 2, Tuesday: United States naval vessel damaged: the destroyer Parrott (DD-218), by collision off Norfolk,
Virginia, 36 degrees 41 minutes North, 76 degrees 18 minutes West
Under pressure from the Allies, Spain agreed to stop exporting tungsten to Germany.
WORLD WAR II
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May 3, Wednesday: Anne Frank to her diary: “I don’t believe that the big men, the politicians and the capitalists alone,
are guilty of the war. Oh no, the little man is just as guilty, otherwise the peoples of the world would have risen
in revolt long ago! There’s in people simply an urge to destroy, an urge to kill, to murder and rage, until all
mankind, without exception, undergoes a great change, wars will be waged, everything that has been built up,
cultivated, and grown will be destroyed and disfigured, after which mankind will have to begin all over again.”

Two Harvard University chemists, Dr. Robert B. Underwood and Dr. William E. Doering, announced the
development of synthetic quinine.
The Mexican government banned the siesta.
In the northern Atlantic Ocean and in the western Mediterranean Sea on this day, torpedoes from submarines
who were deliberately going about their intended business of destruction were continuing to do our dirty work
for us as US Destroyer Escorts Donnell (DE-56) and Menges (DE-320) as they were deliberately going about
their intended business of destruction were struck and damaged. Our urge to destroy, our urge to kill, to murder
and rage, were receiving full play. We were well on our way to destroying and disfiguring everything that we
had been building up, cultivating, and growing — after which of course we would need to begin all over again
(this time with “Dear Kitty,” the diary that Anne Frank had been keeping there in her hidey hole, but without
the presence of Annelies Marie Frank herself who in the year 2011 under other circumstances would have
reached 82 years of age).
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May 4, Thursday: The United States Naval Base and the Naval Air Facility, were established at Majuro Atoll in the
Marshall Islands.
Meat, with a few exceptions, was removed from the rationing system in the United States of America.
Russian-American inventor Igor I. Sikorski received a US patent for a helicopter and its controls.
George Cukor’s film Gaslight was shown for the initial time, in New York City.
German submarine U-371 was sunk in the western Mediterranean by destroyer escorts Joseph E. Campbell
(DE-70), Pride (DE-323), and British and French surface craft.
WORLD WAR II
May 5, Friday: Admiral S. Toyoda became Commander in Chief of Japanese Combined Fleet succeeding Admiral
Koga, who had been killed in an airplane crash on March 31st.
After almost two years internment in the Aga Khan’s palace in Poona, Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi was for
medical reasons released unconditionally. This would prove to have been his final imprisonment. During his
life the Mahatma has spent a total of 2,338 days in jail.
United States naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Destroyer escort Fechteler (DE-157), by submarine torpedo, western Mediterranean area,
36 degrees 7 minutes North, 2 degrees 40 minutes West
PT-247, by coastal defense gun, Solomon Islands area, 6 degrees 38 minutes South, 156 degrees
1 minute East
WORLD WAR II

May 6, Saturday: The Red Army began its final assault on Sevastopol.
Symphony no.2 “Ascensão” by Heitor Villa-Lobos was performed for the initial time, in Rio de Janeiro under
the baton of the composer, 27 years after it had been composed.
United States naval vessel damaged: Destroyer escort Buckley (DE-51), by intentional ramming of German
submarine, mid-Atlantic area, 17 degrees 17 minutes North, 32 degrees 24 minutes West
WORLD WAR II
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May 8, Monday: Ethel Mary Smyth died in Woking, aged 86 years and 16 days.
Salvadoran dictator Maximiliano Hernández Martínez resigned.
Gigue and Musette for piano by Lou Harrison was performed for the initial time, in Los Angeles. Also
premiered was Harrison’s Suite for piano.
The aircraft carrier Ticonderoga (CV-14) was commissioned at Newport News, Virginia.
WORLD WAR II
Robinson Jeffers wrote about Operation Overlord — which somehow he had already intuited although D-Day
was still almost a month into the future, set to occur on or about June 6th:

Invasion
(written May 8, 1944)
Europe has run its course, and whether to fall by its own sickness or ours is not
Extremely important; it was a whittled forepeak and condensation of profuse Asia,
which presently
Will absorb it again. (And if it had conquered eastward and owned the Urals,
would yet be absorbing it.)
Freedom and the lamp have been handed west. Our business was to feed and defend them;
it was not our business
To meddle in the feuds of ghosts and brigands in historical graveyards. We have blood enough,
but not for this folly;
Let no one believe that children a hundred years from now in the future of America
will not be sick
For what our fools and unconscious criminals are doing to-day.
But also
it is ghastly beautiful. Look:
The enormous weight is poised, primed and will slide. Enormous and doomed weight will reply.
It is possible
That here are the very focus and violent peak of all human effort.
(No doubt, alas, that more wasting
Wars will bleed the long future: the sky more crammed with death,
the victims worse crushed: but perhaps never
Again the like weights and prepared clash.) Admire it then; you cannot prevent it;
give it for emotion
The aesthetic emotion.
I know a narrow beach, a thin tide-line
Of fallen rocks under the foot of the coast-range; the mountain is always sliding;
the mountain goes up
Steep as the face of a breaking wave, knuckles of rock, slide-scars, rock-ribs,
brush-fir, blue height,
To the hood of cloud. You stand there at the base, perched like a gull on a tilted slab,
and feel
The enormous opposed presences; the huge mass of the mountain high overhanging,
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and the immense
Mass of the deep and sombre Pacific. — That scene, stationary,
Is what our invasion will be in action. Then admire the vast battle. Observe and marvel.
Give it the emotion
That you give to a landscape.
And this is bitter counsel, but required and convenient;
for, beyond the horror,
When the imbecility, betrayals and disappointments become apparent, — what will you have,
but to have
Admired the beauty? I believe that the beauty and nothing else is what things are formed for.
Certainly the world
Was not constructed for happiness nor love nor wisdom. No, nor for pain, hatred and folly.
All these
Have their seasons; and in the long year they balance each other, they cancel out.
But the beauty stands.

WORLD WAR II
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May 9, Tuesday: Soviet troops recaptured Sevastopol.The Germans retreated to Cape Kersonesski to continue their
evacuation.
With 565 grams of 235Uranium in a 30-centimeter sphere of water, the 50-milliwatt water boiler reactor at Los
Alamos went critical. This was the world’s 1st reactor to use enriched uranium.
United States submarine chaser PC-558 was sunk by submarine torpedo at 38 degrees 41 minutes North,
13 degrees 43 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
May 10, Wednesday: The International Labor Organization issued a declaration concerning its aims and purposes.

READ THE FULL TEXT
United States Naval Base, Eniwetok, Marshall Islands, was established.
Chinese forces crossed the Salween River at Kunlong northeast of Mandalay moving toward Japanese
positions in Burma (Myanmar).
Japanese old destroyer Karukaya was sunk by the submarine Cod (SS-224) in the vicinity of the Philippine
Islands, 15 degrees 38 minutes North, 119 degrees 25 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
May 11, Thursday: At 11PM 2,000 pieces of Allied artillery simultaneously opened fire from Cassino to the
Tyrrhenian Sea, bombarding the German “Gustav Line” south of Rome.
At 11:45PM Allied (United States-Great Britain-India-New Zealand-Poland-Free France) forces began a
general offensive against the German defenders of the Cassino front.
The Submarine Crevalle (SS-291) evacuated 28 women and children from Negros, Philippine Islands.
Establishment of United States Naval Advanced Amphibious Base, Southampton, England.
WORLD WAR II
May 12, Friday: The Allied offensive in Italy made little or no gain.
Obertura para el “Fausto” criolo op.9 for orchestra by Alberto Ginastera was performed for the initial time, in
the Teatro Municipal de Santiago de Chile.
The Passion, an oratorio by Bernard Rogers, was performed for the initial time, in Cincinnati.
The German army surrendered in the Crimea, and as far as Robinson Jeffers was concerned, the war’s outcome
was already apparent:

So Many Blood-Lakes
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(written May 12, 1944)
We have now won two world-wars; neither of which concerned us; we were slipped in
We have levelled the powers
Of Europe, that were the powers of the world, into rubble and dependence.
We have won two wars and a third is coming.
This one — will not be so easy. We were at ease while the powers of the world were
split into factions: we’ve changed that.
We have enjoyed fine dreams; we have dreamed of unifying the world;
we are unifying it — against us.
Two wars, and they breed a third. Now guard the beaches, watch the north, trust not the dawns.
Probe every cloud.
Build power. Fortress America may yet for a long time stand, between the east and the west,
like Byzantium.
— As for me: laugh at me. I agree with you. It is a foolish business to see the future
and screech at it.
One should watch and not speak. And patriotism has run the world through so many blood-lakes:
and we always fall in.

WORLD WAR II
May 13, Saturday: The Red Army completed its conquest of Crimea.
The Allied offensive in Italy began to make headway.
Naval land-based and Army aircraft stage heavy bombing attack on Japanese installations at Jaluit Atoll,
Marshall Islands; attack continues on 14 May.
Japanese submarine sunk: RO-501 (ex German U-1224), by destroyer escort Francis M. Robinson (DE-220),
mid-Atlantic area, 18 degrees 8 minutes North, 33 degrees 13 minutes West
WORLD WAR II
May 14, Sunday: Kurt Vonnegut, Jr.’s mother Edith Lieber Vonnegut committed suicide.
March op.99 for winds by Sergei Prokofiev was performed for the initial time, in Moscow.
Seven Anniversaries for piano by Leonard Bernstein was performed for the initial time, in the Opera House,
Boston, by the composer.
The Prairie, a cantata for solo voices, chorus and orchestra by Lukas Foss to words of Sandburg was performed
for the initial time, in Town Hall, New York.
US submarine Bonefish (SS-223) sank Japanese destroyer Inazuma in the Celebes Sea, 3 degrees 8 minutes
North, 119 degrees 38 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
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May 15, Monday: The Germans began to withdraw to the Adolf Hitler Line as the Gustav Line (defensive line on the
Cassino front) began its collapse.
The Germans began the deportation of Jews from Hungary to Auschwitz, at a rate of 4,000 per day.
ANTISEMITISM
The Slovak Parliament forbade further deportations of Jews.
The Provisional Consultative Assembly of the French Committee of National Liberation voted to change the
committee’s name to the Provisional Government of the French Republic.
United States Naval Air Bases were established at Ebeye and Roi-namur on Kwajalein Atoll in the Marshall
Islands.
German submarine sunk: U-731, by United States naval land-based aircraft (VP-63) and British surface craft,
western Mediterranean area, 35 degrees 54 minutes North, 5 degrees 45 minutes West
WORLD WAR II
May 16, Tuesday: The Japanese submarine I-176 was sunk by destroyers Franks (DD-554) and Haggard (DD-555),
north of Solomon Islands, 4 degrees 1 minute South, 156 degrees 29 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
May 17, Wednesday: American bombers attacked oil installations at Surabaya.
Allied (United States-China) forces captured the airfield at Myitkyina north of Mandalay.
Rival Greek factions meeting in Lebanon agree to form a joint government in exile in Cairo.
Allied forces captured Esperia and Formia, southeast of Rome.
US Army troops landed at Wakde-Toem area, New Guinea, preceded by cruiser and destroyer bombardment
(Rear Admiral R.S. Berkey).
Allied task force (Admiral J.F. Somerville, RN) including United States carrier Saratoga (CV-3) bombed
enemy shipping and harbor installations at Surabaya, Java.
Destroyers bombarded Japanese defenses on Eniben Island, Maloelap Atoll in the Marshall Islands.
The German submarine U-616 was sunk by destroyers Gleaves (DD-423), Hilary P. Jones (DD-427), Ellyson
(DD0454), Hambleton (DD-455), Rodman (DD-456), Emmons (DD0457), Macomb (458), Nields (DD-616),
and British aircraft, in the western Mediterranean area, 36 degrees 46 minutes North, 0 degrees 52 minutes
East.
WORLD WAR II
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May 18, Thursday: Allied troops recaptured Manus Island and Musau Island northeast of New Guinea. United States
Naval Base and Naval Air Station, Manus Island, Admiralty Islands, were established.
WORLD WAR II
After 5 months of bitter and furious struggle, British forces captured the town of Cassino while Polish troops
occupied what was left of Monte Cassino monastery.
Incidental music to Aguet’s radio play Battements du monde by Arthur Honegger was performed for the initial
time, over the airwaves of Radio Lausanne. The work had been composed in 1940.
May 19, Friday: The US Communist Party, meeting in New York City for two days, endorsed Franklin Delano
Roosevelt’s candidacy for President.
James Forrestal of New York, Under Secretary of the Navy since 1940, became Secretary of the Navy.
Aircraft from carrier task group (Rear Admiral A.E. Montgomery) bombed Marcus Island (the attack would
continue on May 20th).
Japanese Submarine I-16 was sunk by Destroyer Escort England (DE-635) in the vicinity of the Solomon
Islands, at 5 degrees 10 minutes South, 158 degrees 10 minutes East.
German Submarine U-960 was sunk by Destroyers Niblack (DD-424), Ludlow (SS-438), and British aircraft
in the western Mediterranean, at 37 degrees 20 minutes North, 1 degree 35 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
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May 21, Sunday: Three of the Quatre chansons pour voix grave for voice and piano by Arthur Honegger to words of
Verlaine, Ronsard and Aguet were performed for the initial time, in the Salle du Conservatoire, Paris.
In the village of Frayssinet just south of Tulle in central France, members of the underground killed a German
officer. The Germans in reprisal carefully selected some young males of one-child families, in such manner as
to negate any hope of further French familial line of descent. Outside the entrance to the local church there is
a small monument with a stone cross, and a plaque bearing the names of all 15 youths.
American amphibious units land at Sperlonga while other Americans captured Fondi, southeast of Rome.
There was a gynormous detonation at the West Locke Munitions Facility at Pearl Harbor on the island of Oahu,
and the official story is that the cause of this has never been discovered. (You don’t suppose someone made
the mistake of reasoning that out of the doing of harm, good would come? — Come on, we know the mistake
that was made: the mistake was that deadly explosives were being accumulated!) The ships destroyed were
Landing Ship-Tank LST-43, LST-69, LST-179, LST-353, and LST-480, and Landing Craft-Tank LCT(6)-961,
LCT(6)-963, and LCT(6)-983. It is said there must have been at least 1,000 who were either killed or wounded.
TIMELINE OF ACCIDENTS

Naval land-based and Army aircraft attacked Japanese positions on Wotje Atoll in the Marshall Islands.
WORLD WAR II
May 22, Monday: Destroyers bombarded Japanese installations at the Wotje Atoll in the Marshall Islands.
Allied forces recaptured Wake Island from the Japanese.
French troops captured Pico, southeast of Rome.
Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•

Destroyer Asanagi, by submarine Pollack (SS-180), southeast of Japan, 28 degrees 20 minutes
North, 138 degrees 57 minutes East
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•

Submarine RO-106, by destroyer escort England (DE-635), north of Bismarck Archipelago,
1 degree 40 minutes North, 150 degrees 31 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

May 23, Tuesday: American forces broke out of the Anzio perimeter, making some gains at Cisterna.
A referendum in Iceland voted for breaking ties with the Danish crown and creating a republic.
Aircraft from carrier task group (Rear Admiral A.E. Montgomery) bomb buildings and other targets on Wake
Island.
United States naval vessels damaged: Light cruiser Philadelphia (CL-41), and destroyer Laub (DD-613),
by collision, Italian area, 41 degrees 11 minutes North, 12 degrees 30 minutes East
Japanese submarine sunk: RO-104, by destroyer escort England (DE-635), north of Bismarck Archipelago,
1 degree 26 minutes North, 149 degrees 20 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
May 24, Wednesday: 200 delegates of the Albanian National Liberation Front met in Përmet. They deposed King Zog
and created the Antifascist Council of National Liberation. Enver Hoxha was named head of government and
commander in chief.
Canadian forces broke through the German defenses in the Liri Valley causing a wholesale German retreat.
They took Pontecorvo, west of Cassino while Americans captured Terracina on the Tyrrhenian Sea southeast
of Rome.
All 325 inhabitants of Pogonion, Greece were deported to a camp near Yanina as hostages. When guerrillas
attacked a German division, all of the hostages were killed.
The submarine Narwhal (SS-167) landed men and supplies on Samar in the Philippine Islands.
Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Submarine RO-116 was sunk by destroyer escort England (DE-635), north of Bismarck
Archipelago, 0 degrees 53 minutes North, 149 degrees 14 minutes East
Frigate Iki, by submarine Raton (SS-270), Netherlands East Indies area, 1 degree 17 minutes North,
107 degrees 50 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

WORLD WAR II

WWII

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE
May 25, Thursday: Germans used parachute and glider-borne troops in an attempt to captured Tito in the village of
Drvar (Bosnia-Herzegovina). He narrowly escaped but almost all the villagers were killed.
Several hundred Hungarian Jews newly arrived at Auschwitz sensed danger, and scattered into the woods.
All were shot by the SS.
ANTISEMITISM
The National Broadcasting Company in the United States stopped the sound and changed camera focus during
a television act by singer Eddie Cantor, because the network found his lyrics and gestures “objectionable.”
American forces from the south linked up with the Anzio beachhead and captured Cisterna and Cori, and
entered Velletri, south of Rome. The Germans retreated from Anzio.
WORLD WAR II
May 26, Friday: Lyon was bombed by the Allies. 717 French were killed.
Destroyer bombard enemy shore batteries and installations on Mili Atoll in the Marshall Islands.
Japanese submarine sunk: RO-108, by destroyer escort England (DE-635), north of Bismarck Archipelago, 0
degrees 32 minutes South, 149 degrees 56 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
May 27, Saturday: Incidental music to Morax’s play Charles Le Téméraire by Arthur Honegger was performed for the
initial time, in the Théâtre du Jorat, Mézières.
Army forces established a beachhead on Biak Island in the Schouten Islands off northwest New Guinea under
cover of naval gunfire from cruiser and destroyer force (Rear Admiral W.M. Fechteler).
United States naval vessel sunk: PT-339 was damaged by grounding in western New Guinea area, 4 degrees 1
minute South, 144 degrees 41 minutes East, and was then sunk by United States forces
United States naval vessel damaged: Submarine chaser SC-699, by Japanese Kamikaze, western New Guinea
area, 1 degree 12 minutes South, 136 degrees 13 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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May 28, Sunday: Japanese on Biak Island counterattacked the American landing.
The events of May 25th at Auschwitz were repeated.
United States naval vessel damaged: Destroyer Stockton (DD-646), by coastal defense gun, Biak Island,
Schouten Islands, off New Guinea, 1 degree 0 minutes South, 136 degrees 0 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
May 29, Monday: Canadian forces captured Ceprano, southeast of Rome.
President Carlos Alberto Arroyo del Río of Ecuador was overthrown and replaced by a revolutionary junta
temporarily led by Julio Teodoro Salem Gallegos.
A New York magistrate found The First Lady Chatterly by D.H. Lawrence obscene and held its publisher for
trial.
Destroyers bombarded Japanese installations on northern coast of New Ireland.
United States naval vessel sunk: Escort carrier Block Island (CVE-21), by submarine torpedo, northwest of
Canary Islands, 31 degrees 13 minutes North, 23 degrees 3 minutes West
United States naval vessel damaged: Destroyer escort Barr (DE-576), by submarine torpedo, northwest of
Canary Islands, 31 degrees 13 minutes North, 23 degrees 3 minutes West
German submarine sunk: U-549, by destroyer escorts Abrens (DE-575), and Eugene E. Elmore (DE-686), by
submarine torpedo, northwest of Canary Islands, 31 degrees 13 minutes North, 23 degrees 3 minutes West
WORLD WAR II
May 30, Tuesday: American forces penetrated the last German defense line before Rome.
WORLD WAR II
Less than a year after the previous election, voting in Ireland produced a majority for the ruling Fianna Fáil
Party.
May 31, Wednesday: Canadian forces captured Frosinone, southeast of Rome, and Allies took Sora nearby, while
Americans captured Velletri, south of Rome.
José María Velasco Ibarra replaced Julio Teodoro Salem Gallegos as President of Ecuador.
Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•

Submarine RO-105, by destroyers Hazelwood (DD-531) and McCord (DD-534), destroyer escorts
England (DD-635), George (DE-697), and Raby (DE-698), north of Bismarck Archipelago,
0 degrees 47 minutes North, 149 degrees 56 minutes East
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•

Frigate Ishigaki, by submarine Herring (SS-233), North Pacific area, 48 degrees 36 minutes North,
151 degrees 30 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

End of May: There were at this point 5,160,000 Soviet soldiers in German custody.
Of these POWs, for one or another reason, only 1,053,000 would still be alive at the conclusion of the war.
WORLD WAR II
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JUNE 1944
June:

Reports came in to Allied Headquarters that a considerable number of Canadian soldiers had been shot after
being taken prisoner by the 12th Panzer Division “Hitler Jugend.” On the morning of June 8th, 37 Canadians
were taken prisoner by the 2nd Battalion of the 26th Panzer Grenadier Regiment. The prisoners were marched
across country to the headquarters of the 2nd Battalion. In the village of Le Mesnil-Patty they were ordered to
sit down in a field, with their wounded in the centre. In a short while a halftrack arrived with eight or nine SS
soldiers brandishing machine pistols. Advancing in line towards the prisoners, they opened fire, killing 35.
Two Canadians were able to evade the slaughter by running, but were rounded up by a different German unit
and would spend the remainder of the war in a POW camp. First to make contact with the Canadians had been
a combat group led by Obersturmbannfuhrer Karl-Heinz Milius and supported by the Prinz Battalion. Near the
villages of Authie and Buron, a number of Canadians of the North Nova Scotia Highlanders were taken
prisoner. Numbering around 40, they were individually killed on the march back to the rear. Eight were ordered
to remove their helmets and then shot with automatic rifles. Their bodies were dragged out on to the road and
left to be run over by trucks and tanks. French civilians pulling the bodies away were ordered to drag the bodies
out onto the road again. On the 7th and 8th of June, in the grounds of the Abbaye Ardenne, the headquarters
of Kurt Meyer’s 25th. Panzer Grenadiers, 20 of the Canadians were shot. After being taken prisoner they were
locked up in a stable, and being called out by name they emerged from the doorway only to be shot in the back
of the head. During the afternoon of June 8th, 26 Canadians were shot at the Chateau d’Audrieu after being
taken prisoner by a reconnaissance battalion of the SS Hitler Jugend.
Other units of the German forces in France were referring to the Hitler Jugend Division as the “Murder
Division.” After the war, investigations would establish that separate atrocities had been committed in 31
different incidents involving 134 Canadian soldiers, 3 British soldiers, and 1 American soldier. Brought to trial
before a Canadian military court at Aurich in Germany on December 28, 1945, Kurt Meyer would be
sentenced to death but would later be reprieved and would spend six years in Canadian jails before being
transferred to Germany, where he would be released on September 7, 1954. He would die of a heart attack on
December 23, 1961 at the age of 51.
WORLD WAR II

June 1, Thursday: Anton Webern was discharged from service in the air raid police in Mödling.
Ivan Ivanov Bagrianov replaced Dobri Bozhilov Khadzhiyanakev as prime minister of Bulgaria.
The submarine Narwhal (SS-167) landed men and the supplies they would need in order to kill other men on
the southwest coast of Mindanao in the Philippine Islands (that’s what this is all about, killing other men).
WORLD WAR II
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June 2, Friday: American planes began bombing Silesia, Hungary and Romania from Italian airbases, landing in
Ukraine.
British planes bombed the railroad yards at Trappes. This was the last raid in an operation begun March 6 to
destroy transportation in northern France and Belgium in advance of the invasion. 8,000 bombers had dropped
42,000 tons of bombs.
The French Committee of National Liberation voted to change its name to the Provisional Government of the
French Republic.
Japanese naval vessel sunk: Frigate Awaji, by submarine Guitarro (SS-363), off Formosa, 22 degrees 34
minutes North, 121 degrees 51 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
June 3, Saturday: American troops took Albano and Frascati, southeast of Rome. Canadians took Anagni, southeast of
the city.
Josip Broz Tito was conveyed across the Adriatic Sea to Bari, Italy to meet with Allied commanders.
United States naval vessel damaged: destroyer Reid (DD-369), by Japanese dive bomber, western New Guinea
area, 1 degree 13 minutes South, 136 degrees 13 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
June 4, Sunday: German submarine U-505 was captured by hunter-killer group 150 miles off the coast of Rio de Oro,
Africa. Hunter-killer group (Captain D.V. Gallery) consists of escort carrier Guadalcanal (CVE-60, Captain
D.V. Gallery), and escort division (Commander F.S. Hall), composed of destroyer escorts Pillsbury (DE-133,
Lieutenant G. W. Casselman), Pope (DE-134, Lieutenant Commander E.H. Headland), Flaherty (De-135,
Lieutenant Commander M. Johnston), Chatelain (DE-149, Lieutenant Commander D.S. Knox), and Jenks
(DE-665, Lieutenant Commander J.F. Way).
Japanese aircraft attacked Allied cruiser and destroyer force (Rear Admiral V.A.C. Crutchley, RN) off Biak,
New Guinea; two United States light cruisers area damaged.
United States naval vessels damaged:
•
•

Light cruiser Nashville (CL-43), by horizontal bomber, western New Guinea area, 1 degree
5 minutes South, 136 degrees 5 minutes East.
Light cruiser Phoenix (CL-46), by horizontal bomber, western New Guinea area, 1 degree
0 minutes South, 136 degrees 0 minutes East

Japanese naval vessel sunk: Transport #128, by Army aircraft, Philippine Sea, 4 degrees 9 minutes North, 129
degrees 45 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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June 4, Sunday: During the evening the center of Rome was reached by the advancing Allied armies. The Hotel Plaza
was taken over by Free French forces for their officers and all guests were required to leave, with the exception
of course of the opera composer Pietro Antonio Stefano Mascagni and his wife.
WORLD WAR II
June 5, Monday: Harry Partch received $1,000 from the University of Wisconsin Research Committee.
King Vittorio Emanuele III of Italy relinquished his power and prerogatives to his son Umberto, who would
bear the title Lieutenant-General of the Realm (the King would retain his crown and title).
Pope Pius XII spoke to crowds at St. Peter’s giving thanks to God and all belligerents for having left the open
city of Rome largely intact.
3,000 ships began to cross the English Channel carrying the Normandy invasion force.
11:55PM: British glider-borne troops landed at Bénouville, north of Caen.
The United States submarine Nautilus (SS-168) landed supplies at Tucuran on Mindanao in the Philippine
Islands.
The United States minesweeper Osprey (AM-56) was sunk by a mine off the Normandy peninsula of France
at 50 degrees 12 minutes North, 1 degree 20 minutes West, and the United States naval vessel LST981 was
damaged by a mine in approximately the same location, 50 degrees 45 minutes North, 0 degrees 43 minutes
East.
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Keeping up appearances, George Smith Patton, Jr., despite his personal disgrace in Sicily, was allowed to make
an obscene address to the 3rd Army, and address which we reproduce in full here because it may be regarded
as representative of his general ethos:

Be Seated.
Men, this stuff we hear about America wanting to stay out of the
war, not wanting to fight, is a lot of bullshit. Americans love
to fight - traditionally. All real Americans love the sting and
clash of battle. When you were kids, you all admired the champion
marble player; the fastest runner; the big league ball players;
the toughest boxers. Americans love a winner and will not
tolerate a loser. Americans despise cowards. Americans play to
win - all the time. I wouldn’t give a hoot in hell for a man who
lost and laughed. That’s why Americans have never lost, not ever
will lose a war, for the very thought of losing is hateful to
an American. You are not all going to die. Only two percent of
you here today would die in a major battle. Death must not be
feared. Every man is frightened at first in battle. If he says
he isn’t, he’s a goddamn liar. Some men are cowards, yes! But
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they fight just the same, or get the hell shamed out of them
watching men who do fight who are just as scared. The real hero
is the man who fights even though he is scared. Some get over
their fright in a minute under fire, some take an hour. For some
it takes days. But the real man never lets fear of death
overpower his honor, his sense of duty to this country and his
innate manhood. All through your army career you men have
bitched about “This chickenshit drilling.” That is all for a
purpose. Drilling and discipline must be maintained in any army
if for only one reason — INSTANT OBEDIENCE TO ORDERS AND TO
CREATE CONSTANT ALERTNESS. I don’t give a damn for a man who is
not always on his toes. You men are veterans or you wouldn’t be
here. You are ready. A man to continue breathing must be alert
at all times. If not, sometime a German son-of-a-bitch will
sneak up behind him and beat him to death with a sock full of
shit. There are 400 neatly marked graves somewhere in Sicily all
because one man went to sleep on his job — but they were German
graves for we caught the bastard asleep before his officers did.
An Army is a team. Lives, sleeps, eats, fights as a team. This
individual heroic stuff is a lot of crap. The bilious bastards
who wrote that kind of stuff for the Saturday Evening Post don’t
know any more about real fighting, under fire, than they do about
fucking. We have the best food, the finest equipment, the best
spirit and the best fighting men in the world. Why, by God, I
actually pity these poor sons-of-bitches we are going up
against. By God, I do! My men don’t surrender. I don’t want to
hear of any soldier under my command being captured unless he
is hit. Even if you are hit, you can still fight. That’s not
just bullshit, either. The kind of man I want under me is like
the lieutenant in Libya, who, with a Lugar against his chest,
jerked off his helmet, swept the gun aside with one hand and
busted hell out of the Boche with the helmet. Then he jumped on
the gun and went out and killed another German: All this with a
bullet through his lung. That’s a man for you. All real heroes
are not story book combat fighters either. Every man in the army
plays a vital part. Every little job is essential. Don’t ever
let down, thinking your role is unimportant. Every man has a job
to do. Every man is a link in the great chain. What if every
truck driver decided that he didn’t like the whine of the shells
overhead, turned yellow and jumped headlong into the ditch? He
could say to himself, “They won’t miss me — just one in
thousands.” What if every man said that? Where in hell would we
be now? No, thank God, Americans don’t say that! Every man does
his job; every man serves the whole. Every department, every
unit, is important to the vast scheme of things. The Ordnance
men are needed to supply the guns, the Quartermaster to bring
up the food and clothes to us — for where we’re going there isn’t
a hell of a lot to steal. Every last man in the mess hall, even
the one who heats the water to keep us from getting the GI shits
has a job to do. Even the chaplain is important, for if we get
killed and if he is not there to bury us we’d all go to hell.
Each man must not only think of himself, but of his buddy
fighting beside him. We don’t want yellow cowards in this army.
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They should all be killed off like flies. If not they will go
back home after the war and breed more cowards. The brave men
will breed brave men. Kill off the goddamn cowards and we’ll
have a nation of brave men. One of the bravest men I ever saw
in the African campaign was the fellow I saw on top of a
telegraph pole in the midst of furious fire while we were plowing
toward Tunis. I stopped and asked what the hell he was doing up
there at that time. He answered, “Fixing the wire, sir.” “Isn’t
it a little unhealthy right now?,” I asked. “Yes sir, but this
goddamn wire’s got to be fixed.” There was a real soldier. There
was a man who devoted all he had to his duty, no matter how great
the odds, no matter how seemingly insignificant his duty might
appear at the time. You should have seen those trucks on the
road to Gabes. The drivers were magnificent. All day and all
night they rolled over those son-of-a-bitching roads, never
stopping, never faltering from their course, with shells
bursting around them all the time. We got through on good old
American guts. Many of these men drove over forty consecutive
hours. These weren’t combat men. But they were soldiers with a
job to do. They did it — and in a whale of a way they did it.
They were part of a team. Without them the fight would have been
lost. All the links in the chain pulled together and that chain
became unbreakable. Don’t forget, you don’t know I’m here. No
word of the fact is to be mentioned in any letters. The world
is not supposed to know what the hell became of me. I’m not
supposed to be commanding this Army. I’m not even supposed to
be in England. Let the first bastards to find out be the goddamn
Germans. Someday I want them to raise up on their hind legs and
howl, “Jesus Christ, it’s the goddamn Third Army and that sonof-a-bitch Patton again.” We want to get the hell over there.
We want to get over there and clear the goddamn thing up. You
can’t win a war lying down. The quicker we clean up this goddamn
mess, the quicker we can take a jaunt against the purple pissing
Japs and clean their nest out too, before the Marines get all
the goddamn credit. Sure, we all want to be home. We want this
thing over with. The quickest way to get it over is to get the
bastards. The quicker they are whipped, the quicker we go home.
The shortest way home is through Berlin. When a man is lying in
a shell hole, if he just stays there all day, a Boche will get
him eventually, and the hell with that idea. The hell with taking
it. My men don’t dig foxholes. I don’t want them to. Foxholes
only slow up an offensive. Keep moving. And don’t give the enemy
time to dig one. We’ll win this war but we’ll win it only by
fighting and by showing the Germans we’ve got more guts than
they have. There is one great thing you men will all be able to
say when you go home. You may thank God for it. Thank God, that
at least, thirty years from now, when you are sitting around the
fireside with your grandson on your knees, and he asks you what
you did in the great war, you won’t have to cough and say,
“I shoveled shit in Louisiana.”
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“War, stress or conflict is to the man what maternity
is to the woman. I do not believe in perpetual peace;
not only do I not believe in it but I find it depressing
and a negation of all the fundamental virtues of man.”
— Benito Mussolini
WORLD WAR II
June 6, Tuesday: Dawn of D-Day, Operation Neptune/Overlord — the Allied invasion of Normandy from England.
The Allied Expeditionary Force under the supreme command of General Dwight David “Ike” Eisenhower,
USA, invaded Western Europe. Landings were made on beaches of northern France, following pre-invasion
minesweeping and bombardment by Allied warships, and under the cover of Allied aircraft and naval gunfire.
The invasion fleet of thousands of naval vessels, merchant ships, and landing craft under the command of
Admiral Sir Bertram H. Ramsay, RN, was divided into a Western (American) Task Force and an Eastern
(British) Task Force. The Western Task Force, commanded by Rear Admiral A.G. Kirk, USN, and composed
of two assault forces, “O” under the command of Rear Admiral J.L. Hall, USN, and “U” under the command
of Rear Admiral D.P. Moon, USN, landed the First United States Army commanded by Lieutenant General
O.N. Bradley, USA on “Omaha” and “Utah” beaches. Naval gunfire support groups commanded by Rear
Admiral M.L. Deyo, USN, and Rear Admiral C.F. Bryant, USN effectively prevented the German army from
moving up reinforcements and covered the troops advancing inland. After beachheads were established, their
primary naval responsibility was the landing of men and supplies.
Members of a panzer division in Magdeburg, who had formed a secret Antimilitarist Club, including Hans
Werner Henze, drank a toast to the invasion of Europe.
United States naval vessels sunk, Normandy invasion:
•
•

Destroyer Corry (DD-463) by mine, 49 degrees 31 minutes North, 1 degree 12 minutes West
Submarine chaser PC-1261, by mine, 49 degrees 30 minutes North, 1 degree 10 minutes West

United States naval vessel damaged, Normandy invasion: LST375, by collision, 42 degrees 31 minutes North,
0 degrees 50 minutes West
[NOTE: These official lists of United States naval
vessels sunk or damaged in the Normandy invasion neglect
to include any of the amphibious types less important
than the LST.]
Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Destroyer Minazuki, by submarine Harder (SS-257), Celebes Sea, 4 degrees 5 minutes North,
119 degrees 30 minutes East
Coastal defense vessel #15, by submarine Raton (SS-270), South China Sea, 8 degrees 58 minutes
North, 109 degrees 30 minutes East

General George Smith Patton, Jr. sent the following to his 20-year-old son, George Jr., a cadet at West Point:
APO 403, N.Y.
“D-Day”
Dear George:
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At 0700 this morning the BBC announced that the German Radio had
just come out with an announcement of the landing of Allied
Paratroops and of large numbers of assault craft near shore. So
that is it.
This group of unconquerable heroes whom I command are not in yet
but we will be soon — I wish I was there now as it is a lovely
sunny day for a battle and I am fed up with just sitting.
I have no immediate idea of being killed but one can never tell
and none of us can live forever, so if I should go don’t worry
but set yourself to do better than I have.
All men are timid on entering any fight; whether it is the first
fight or the last fight all of us are timid. Cowards are those
who let their timidity get the better of their manhood. You will
never do that because of your blood lines on both sides. I think
I have told you the story of Marshall Touraine who fought under
Louis XIV. On the morning of one of his last battles — he had
been fighting for forty years — he was mounting his horse when
a young ADC [aide-de-camp] who had just come from the court and
had never missed a meal or heard a hostile shot said: “M. de
Touraine it amazes me that a man of your supposed courage should
permit his knees to tremble as he walks out to mount.” Touraine
replied “My lord duke I admit that my knees do tremble but should
they know where I shall this day take them they would shake even
more.” That is it. Your knees may shake but they will always
take you towards the enemy. Well so much for that.
There are apparently two types of successful soldiers. Those who
get on by being unobtrusive and those who get on by being
obtrusive. I am of the latter type and seem to be rare and
unpopular: but it is my method. One has to choose a system and
stick to it; people who are not themselves are nobody.
To be a successful soldier you must know history. Read it
objectively — dates and even the minute details of tactics are
useless. What you must know is how man reacts. Weapons change
but man who uses them changes not at all. To win battles you do
not beat weapons — you beat the soul of man of the enemy man.
To do that you have to destroy his weapons, but that is only
incidental.
You
must
read
biography
and
especially
autobiography. If you will do it you will find that war is
simple. Decide what will hurt the enemy most within the limits
of your capabilities to harm him and then do it. TAKE CALCULATED
RISKS. That is quite different from being rash. My personal
belief is that if you have a 50% chance take it because the
superior fighting qualities of American soldiers lead by me will
surely give you the extra 1% necessary.
In Sicily I decided as a result of my information, observations
and a sixth sense that I have that the enemy did not have another
large scale attack in his system. I bet my shirt on that and I
was right. You cannot make war safely but no dead general has
ever been criticised so you have that way out always.
I am sure that if every leader who goes into battle will promise
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himself that he will come out either a conqueror or a corpse he
is sure to win. There is no doubt of that. Defeat is not due to
losses but to the destruction of the soul of the leaders. The
“Live to fight another day” doctrine.
The most vital quality a soldier can possess is SELF CONFIDENCE
— utter, complete and bumptious. You can have doubts about your
good looks, about your intelligence, about your self control but
to win in war you must have NO doubts about your ability as a
soldier.
What success I have had results from the fact that I have always
been certain that my military reactions were correct. Many
people do not agree with me; they are wrong. The unerring jury
of history written long after both of us are dead will prove me
correct.
Note that I speak of “Military reactions” — no one is borne with
them any more than anyone is borne with muscles. You can be born
with the soul capable of correct military reactions or the body
capable of having big muscles, but both qualities must be
developed by hard work.
The intensity of your desire to acquire any special ability
depends on character, on ambition. I think that your decision
to study this summer instead of enjoying yourself shows that you
have character and ambition — they are wonderful possessions.
Soldiers, all men in fact, are natural hero worshipers. Officers
with a flare for command realise this and emphasize in their
conduct, dress and deportment the qualities they seek to produce
in their men. When I was a second lieutenant I had a captain who
was very sloppy and usually late yet he got after the men for
just those faults; he was a failure.
The troops I have commanded have always been well dressed, been
smart saluters, been prompt and bold in action because I have
personally set the example in these qualities. The influence one
man can have on thousands is a never-ending source of wonder to
me. You are always on parade. Officers who through laziness or
a foolish desire to be popular fail to enforce discipline and
the proper wearing of uniforms and equipment not in the presence
of the enemy will also fail in battle, and if they fail in battle
they are potential murderers. There is no such thing as: “A good
field soldier:” you are either a good soldier or a bad soldier.
Well this has been quite a sermon but don’t get the idea that
it is my swan song because it is not — I have not finished my
job yet.
Your affectionate father.
WORLD WAR II
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British forces won back Kohima, India from the Japanese after 64 days of fierce fighting.
Germans on Crete put 400 Greek hostages, 300 Italian POWs and 260 Jews on a boat, took it 1,500 kilometers
out to sea, and scuttled it. There would be no survivors.
ANTISEMITISM
French troops captured Tivoli, east of Rome.
June 7, Wednesday: In fierce fighting, American troops captured Mokmer Airfield on Biak Island.
American troops captured Bracciano and Civitavecchia northeast of Rome while South African forces took
Civita Castellana north of Rome. Other Allied troops captured Subiaco west of Rome.
British forces captured Bayeux.
Capturing 34 Canadians near the villages of Buron and Authie in Normandy, German SS troops shot or stabbed
them all to death (over the following 48 hours 43 more Canadians would be dealt with in this manner).
Construction of artificial harbors and sheltered anchorages from sunken blockships and concrete caissons
began off Normandy beachheads.
United States Naval Advanced Base, Hollandia, New Guinea, was established.
United States naval vessels sunk:
•
•
•

Submarine Gudgeon (SS-211), Pacific Ocean area, reported as presumed lost
Minesweeper Tide (AM-125), by mine, Normandy area, 49 degrees 37 minutes North, 1 degree
5 minutes West
Transport Susan B. Anthony (AP-72), by mine, Normandy area, 49 degrees 33 minutes North,
0 degrees 49 minutes West

United States naval vessels damaged, Normandy area:
•
•
•

Destroyer Harding (DD-625), by grounding, 49 degrees 31 minutes North, 0 degrees 50 minutes
East.
Minesweeper Pheasant (AM-61), by collision, 49 degrees 37 minutes North, 1 degree 5 minutes
West
PT-505, by mine, 49 degrees 30 minutes North, 1 degree 9 minutes West

Japanese naval vessel sunk: Destroyer Hayanami, by submarine Harder (SS-257), Celebes Sea, 4 degrees 43
minutes North, 120 degrees 3 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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June 8, Thursday: The Supreme Soviet created the title “Heroine Mother” for any woman bearing more than 10
children (it was being estimated that roughly 90% of all Soviet men between the ages of 18-21 had already
been killed in the war, and the leaders of the USSR were envisioning a future with inadequate supplies of
cannon-fodder).
British troops took Port-en-Bessin, north of Bayeux.
Beginning shortly before midnight and continuing on 9 June, an Allied naval force (Rear Admiral V.A.C.
Crutchley, RN), including 2 United States light cruisers and destroyers, intercepted and turned back 5 Japanese
destroyers attempting to reinforce Biak Island, in the Schouten Islands off New Guinea.
•

Submarine Harder (SS-257) evacuates coast-watchers from northeast coast of North Borneo.

•
•

United States naval vessels sunk, Normandy area:
Destroyer escort Rich (DE-695), by mine, 49 degrees 31 minutes North, 1 degree 10 minutes West
LST-499, by mine, 49 degrees 30 minutes North, 1 degree 10 minutes West

United States naval vessels damaged, Normandy area:
•
•

Destroyer Glennon (DD-620), by mine, 50 degrees 32 minutes North, 1 degree 12 minutes West
Destroyer Meredith (DD-726), by mine, 49 degrees 33 minutes North, 1 degree 6 minutes West

Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Destroyer Harusame, by Army aircraft, Biak area, New Guinea
Destroyer Kazagumo, by submarine Hake (SS-256), Mindanao, Philippine Islands 6 degrees
3 minutes North, 125 degrees 57 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

June 9, Friday: The Soviets began an offensive along the Finnish front.
When the 2nd SS Panzer Division “Das Reich” entered the town of Tulle south of Limoges in central France
after an attack by local French Maquis resistance fighters, they found near the school 40 mutilated corpses of
the German 111/95 Security Regiment garrison troops. Other German corpses found around the town brought
their total death toll in Tulle to 64. The following day all the males in the town were summoned and
130 selected. After 32 were released on account of their youth, 98 were executed by the Pioneer platoon of SSPanzer Aufklarungs Abteilung 2 and their bodies hung on lamp-posts and balconies along the main streets,
obliging their wives and children to watch. In the process of the hangings the SS ran out of rope. When they
rounded up 101 other civilians, they deported them to Germany for use as slave labor.
American forces captured Vetrella and Viterbo, northeast of Rome.
Ivanoe Bonomi replaced Pietro Badoglio as prime minister of Italy. Crown Prince Umberto, the acting
monarch, took on the title Governor-General of the Kingdom.
American troops took Trévières west of Bayeux.
Destroyers bombarded Japanese repair facilities in the Fangelawa Bay area, New Ireland.
United States naval vessel sunk, Normandy area:
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•
•
•

Destroyer Meredith (DD-726), by horizontal bomber and as a result of mine damage suffered
8 June, 49 degrees 26 minutes North, 1 degree 4 minutes West
LST314, by torpedo from surface craft, 49 degrees 43 minutes North, 0 degrees 52 minutes West
LST376, damaged by torpedo from surface craft, 49 degrees 50 minutes North, 0 degrees
50 minutes West; sunk by United States forces

United States naval vessel damaged: Motor minesweeper YMS-305, by coastal defense gun, Normandy area,
49 degrees 31 minutes North, 0 degrees 50 minutes West
Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Destroyer Matsukaze, by submarine Swordfish (SS-193), off Bonin Islands, 26 degrees 59 minutes
North, 143 degrees 13 minutes East.
Destroyer Tanikaze, by submarine Harder (SS-257), Celebes Sea, 5 degrees 42 minutes North,
120 degrees 41 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

June 10, Saturday: Soviet forces launched an offensive against Finland in the Karelian Isthmus.
Allied troops captured Chieti and Pescara on the Adriatic. New Zealanders took Avezzano, east of Rome.
During their 450-mile drive from the south of France to the Normandy invasion area, the 2nd SS Panzer
Division “Das Reich” (15,000 men aboard 1,400 vehicles, including 209 tanks) under the command of SS
General Lammerding, arrived at the small town of St. Junien 12 miles from Oradour-sur-Glane. Following
many encounters with the local Maquis, they marched to Oradour (believed to hold large stocks of weapons
and ammunition for the Maquis) and about 2PM surrounded the village and ordered all inhabitants to parade
in the market square. The 452 women and children they locked up in the local church. The men they herded
in groups into local garages and barns where they executed them, covered their bodies with straw, and then set
fire to the buildings. The women and children were then killed by lobbing grenades through the church
windows. After a series of explosions, the church caught on fire or was set on fire. Mme. Rouffanche managed
to jump out a window and would survive to bear witness. Five of the men managed to escape from the village.
The world would hear of the massacre nine years later when some of those responsible would be brought to
trial. In 1953 a French Military Court established that 642 people (245 women, 207 children, and 190 men)
had perished. SS General Lammerding would die at his home in Germany on January 13, 1971, having never
been implicated in this atrocity. The commander of the SS unit at Oradour had later been killed in action in
Normandy. Although 20 surviving members of the company would be sentenced to death, their sentences
would all be commuted to periods of imprisonment and by 1959 all would be free. The village of Oradour-surGlane now stands as the SS left it, in ruins.
United States naval vessels sunk, Normandy area: Destroyer Glennon (DD0620), by coastal defense gun, 50
degrees 32 minutes North, 1 degree 12 minutes West
Japanese forces began an offensive across the River Liuyang toward Changsha.
Japanese submarine sunk: RO-42, by destroyer escort Bangust (DE-739), Marshall Islands area, 10 degrees 5
minutes North, 168 degrees 22 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

WORLD WAR II

WWII

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE
June 11, Sunday: American planes attacked Saipan and Tinian destroying more than 100 Japanese planes.
French forces captured Montefiascone, north of Rome. American troops took Lison, west of Bayeux. British
took Caumont, south of Bayeux.
A two-week festival of the music of Richard Strauss culminated on this day in Vienna, the 80th birthday of the
composer. He conducted Till Eulenspiegel and Symphonia domestica with the Vienna Philharmonic. In the
evening he conducted a performance of Aridane auf Naxos for a live radio broadcast.
The Greek government in exile voted to prohibit King Georgios from returning until a referendum on his status
could be held in Greece.
United States battleships off Normandy gave gunfire support to Army forces 10 miles inland at Carentan,
France.
United States Naval Base, Biak Island, Schouten Islands, was established.
Battleship Missouri (BB-63) was commissioned at New York, New York.
United States naval vessels sunk, Normandy area:
•
•

LST496, by mine, 49 degrees 30 minutes North, 0 degrees 50 minutes West
Ocean tug Partridge (ATO-138), by torpedo, 49 degrees 30 minutes North, 0 degrees 30 minutes
West

United States naval vessels damaged, Normandy area:
•
•

Destroyer Nelson (DD-623), by torpedo, 49 degrees 31 minutes North, 0 degrees 50 minutes West
LST538, by torpedo, 49 degrees 48 minutes North, 0 degrees 31 minutes West

Japanese submarine sunk: RO-111, by destroyer Taylor (DD-468), north of Bismarck Archipelago, 0 degrees
26 minutes North, 149 degrees 16 minutes East
German submarine sunk: U-490, by aircraft (VC-95) from escort carrier Croatan (CVE-25), and destroyer
escorts Frost (DE-144), Huse (DE-145), and Inch (DE-146), North Atlantic area, 42 degrees 47 minutes North,
40 degrees 8 minutes West
WORLD WAR II
June 12, Monday: Aircraft from 15 carriers of fast carrier task force (Vice Admiral M.A. Mitscher) bombed enemy air
facilities and coast defenses on Saipan, Tinian, Guam, Rota, and Pagan Islands in the Marianas Islands. Two
Japanese convoys in the area were attacked and damaged. Carrier aircraft would continue their strikes in the
Marianas Islands on June 13th and 14th.
United States naval vessel damaged:
•

Destroyer Kalk (DD-611), by horizontal bomber, western New Guinea area, 1 degree 19 minutes
South, 136 degrees 19 minutes East

Japanese naval vessel sunk:
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•

Torpedo boat Otori, by carrier-based aircraft, Marianas Islands area
WORLD WAR II

June 13, Tuesday: Lieutenant-Commander F.W. Hawkins’s destroyer HMS Broadicea was sunk off Portland Bill,
Dorset, England by a couple of torpedoes launched from German aircraft. The skipper and 8 other officers
died, as did 166 ratings. There were 12 floaters.
The German launched their 1st V-1 rocket bombs on England (every war you get killed a new way). Of 10
launched this day only 4 reached across the English Channel to England, killing 6 people and destroying a
railroad bridge. Through early September these V-1s would kill 6,184 and injure 17,981 in Britain. Thousands
would be killed in Belgium as well.
French troops took Narni, north of Rome.
British forces captured Carentan.
Sweden agreed to cut its export of ball bearings to Germany by half.
Battleship and destroyer task group (Vice Admiral W.A. Lee) bombarded Japanese installations on Saipan and
Tinian, Marianas Islands.
Cruiser and destroyer force (Rear Admiral E.G. Small) bombarded Japanese positions on Matsuwa Island in
the Kurile Islands.
The submarine Narwhal (SS-167) shelled oil tanks at Bula, Ceram Island, Netherlands East Indies.
Japanese submarine sunk: RO-36, by destroyer Melvin (DD-680), Marianas Islands area, 15 degrees 21
minutes North, 147 degrees 0 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
June 14, Wednesday: Hymn and Fuguing Tune no.1 for symphonic band by Henry Cowell was performed for the
initial time, in New York City.
Allied troops captured Orvieto, Terni, and Todi, south of Perugia.
The Germans launched 244 V-1 rocket bombs causing severe damage to London.
All 1,800 Jews on the island of Corfu were deported to Auschwitz.
ANTISEMITISM
Two task groups of battleships, cruisers, and destroyers (Rear Admiral J.B. Oldendorf and Rear Admiral W.L.
Ainsworth) bombarded Japanese installation on Saipan and Tinian, Marianas Islands.
United States naval vessels damaged:
•

Battleship California (BB-44), by coastal defense gun, Marianas Islands area, 15 degrees
12 minutes North, 145 degrees 42 minutes East
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•
•

Destroyer Braine (DD-630), by coastal defense gun, Marianas Islands area, 15 degrees 2 minutes
North, 145 degrees 50 minutes East
LST280, by submarine torpedo, Normandy area, 49 degrees 55 minutes North, 0 degrees
30 minutes West
WORLD WAR II

June 15, Thursday: Naval task force (Vice Admiral R.K. Turner) landed US Marines (Lieutenant-General H.M.
“Howling Mad” Smith) on Saipan, Marianas Islands, under cover of intensive naval gunfire and carrier-based
aircraft.
Carrier-based aircraft from two task groups (Rear Admiral J.J. Clark and Rear Admiral W.K. Harrill) bombed
Japanese installations on Iwo Jima in the Volcano Islands, and Chichi Jima and Haha Jima in the Bonin Islands;
attack on Iwo Jima would be repeated 16 June.
United States naval vessel damaged: Battleship Tennessee (BB-43), by coastal defense gun, Saipan, Marianas
Islands, 15 degrees 2 minutes North, 143 degrees 50 minutes East
United States naval vessels damaged, Normandy area: LST2, LST266, LST307, LST331, LST360 by coastal
defense guns, and LST133, by mine
Japanese naval vessel sunk: Minelayer #101, by surface craft, Marianas Islands area, 15 degrees 15 minutes
North, 145 degrees 45 minutes East
German submarine sunk: U-860, by aircraft (VC-9) from escort carrier Solomons (CVE-67), South Atlantic
area, 25 degrees 27 minutes South, 5 degrees 30 minutes West
WORLD WAR II
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June 15/16: U.S. XXth Air Force planes based in Bengal, India staged the first bombing raid on Japan since the
Doolittle raid in 1942.
WORLD WAR II

From airfields in China, B-29 Superfortresses began long range attacks on Tawata.
The 2d and 4th Marine divisions began their assault on the island of Saipan.
June 16, Friday: American B-29 long range bombers attacked Japan for the initial time, from China. The attack, on
Yawata, Kyushu, was militarily a failure but psychologically a success.
British forces captured Spoleto, south of Perugia. Americans took Grosseto, south of Pisa.
Over the two days June 15/16, London was struck by a total of 73 V-1s.
The United States ordered the minister for Finland and 3 other Finnish diplomats to leave the country because
of activities “inimical to the interests of the United States.”
The Commonwealth Cooperative Federation won 43 of 52 seats in the Saskatchewan provincial elections —
this would constitute North America’s first socialist government.
A battleship, cruiser, and destroyer force under Rear Admiral W.L. Ainsworth bombarded Japanese
installations on Guam in the Marianas Islands.
Japanese submarines sunk:
•
•

RO-44, by destroyer escort Burden R. Hastings (DE-19), Marshall Islands area, 11 degrees
13 minutes North, 164 degrees 15 minutes East.
RO-114, by destroyer Melvin (DD-680) and Wadleigh (DD-689), Marianas Islands area, 15 degrees
2 minutes North, 144 degrees 10 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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June 17, Saturday: Allied task force (Rear Admiral T.H. Troubridge, RN), including US naval vessels, landed
Senegalese French troops on the island of Elba off Italy.
V-1 rocket bombs killed 42 in England.
The Republic of Iceland declared its independence from Denmark under President Sveinn Björnsson and
Prime Minister Björn Thordarson.
United States naval vessels damaged:
•
•
•

Escort carrier Fanshaw Bay (CVE-70), by horizontal bomber, off Marianas Islands, 15 degrees
0 minutes North, 145 degrees 0 minutes East
Motor minesweeper YMS-377, by mine, Normandy area, 49 degrees 29 minutes North, 1 degree
8 minutes West
LST84, accidentally by United States naval gunfire, Marianas Islands, 15 degrees 10 minutes
North, 145 degrees 58 minutes East
TIMELINE OF ACCIDENTS

Japanese submarine sunk: RO-117, by naval land-based aircraft (VB-109) from Eniwetok, 11 degrees 5
minutes North, 150 degrees 31 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
June 18, Sunday: American forces on Saipan split the Japanese defenders in two.
Japanese forces captured Changsha in Hunan province, south of Wuhan.
The Red Army broke through the Mannerheim Line and advanced toward Viipuri (Vyborg).
Allied forces captured Perugia.
The doors of the Jewish synagogue in Rome were reopened.
ANTISEMITISM
When a V-1 struck Guards Chapel, Wellington Barracks during Sunday service, 121 were killed. Elsewhere in
England on this day 47 were killed .
Sonatina no.1 for 16 wind instruments by Richard Strauss was performed for the initial time, in Dresden as
part of celebrations surrounding Strauss’s 80th birthday.
United States naval vessels sunk: PT-63 and PT-107, fire, off New Ireland, 1 degrees 45 minutes South, 150
degrees 1 minute East
United States naval vessels damaged, Marianas Islands area:
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•
•

Destroyer Phelps (DD-360), by coastal defense gun, 14 degrees 58 minutes North, 146 degrees
21 minutes East
Oilers Neshanic (AO-71), and Saranac (AO-74), by Japanese horizontal bomber, 14 degrees 45
minutes North, 146 degrees 10 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

June 19, Monday: The artificial harbor area of Normandy, France, was severely damaged by storm.
French troops completed the occupation of Elba.
American troops captured Montebourg and Valognes, south of Cherbourg.
Robert Ward got married with Mary Raymond Benedict, a Red Cross recreation worker, in the Hawaiian
Islands.
Japanese and American carrier-based planes engaged west of Saipan resulting in the loss of 346 Japanese and
15 American planes. Two Japanese carriers were sunk by American submarines. During the 2-day battle of the
Philippine Sea, a spread of 6 torpedoes was sent out by Lieutenant-Commander Kossler’s USS Cavalla and 4
struck Captain Matsubara Hiroshi’s aircraft carrier IJN Shokaku.

The carrier was dead in the water and aflame. One of the torpedoes had touched off the forward aviation fuel
tanks near the main hanger, and planes that had just landed and were being refuelled were on fire. There were
ammunition and bomb explosions, and gasoline was spewing from shattered fuel pipes. With the ship down at
the bow and its fires very much out of control, the crew began to abandon ship. Volatile gas fumes had been
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seeping throughout the vessel and an aerial bomb exploding on the hanger deck set off a series of fuel/air
explosions which simply blew the giant ship apart. 1,263 died. The 570 floaters included the ship’s skipper.
(The USS Cavalla is on public display in Galveston, Texas.)
Also during this naval engagement, Japan’s largest and newest carrier, the 29,300-ton IJN Taiho, was
torpedoed west of Guam by Lieutenant-Commander H. Rimmer’s USS Albacore. Flagship of Vice-Admiral
Jisburo Ozawa, the carrier sank after sparks from an electrical generator set off a fuel/air explosion and 1,650
of the ship’s complement of 1,751 crewmen died. (On November 7, 1944 the USS Albacore would hit a mine
while submerging during its 11th patrol off the coast of Japan, and its crew of 86 would die.
WORLD WAR II
Summary: The battle of the Philippine Sea opened as Japanese carrier-based aircraft attacked Fifth Fleet
(Admiral R.A. Spruance) covering Saipan operation. Two United States battleships, two carriers, and a heavy
cruiser were damaged. Japanese lose over 300 aircraft, and two aircraft carriers were sunk by United States
submarines. The Japanese military attempted ineffectually to use bubonic plague and the cholera against
American landing forces on Saipan.
GERM WARFARE

United States naval vessel sunk: LST523, by mine, Normandy area, 49 degrees 30 minutes North, 1 degree 10
minutes West
United States naval vessels damaged:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Battleship South Dakota (BB-57), by dive bomber, Battle of the Philippine Sea, 14 degrees
10 minutes North, 143 degrees 15 minutes East
Battleship Indiana (BB-58), by Kamikaze, Battle of the Philippine Sea, 14 degrees 4 minutes
North, 143 degrees 23 minutes East
Carrier Bunker Hill (CV-17), by dive bomber, Battle of the Philippine Sea, 14 degrees 46 minutes
North, 143 degrees 2 minutes East
Carrier Wasp (CV-18), by dive bomber, Battle of the Philippine Sea, 14 degrees 19 minutes North,
143 degrees 48 minutes East
Heavy cruiser Minneapolis (CA-36), by horizontal bomber, Battle of the Philippine Sea, 14 degrees
11 minutes North, 143 degrees 9 minutes East
Destroyer Hudson (DD-475), accidentally by United States naval gunfire, Battle of the Philippine
Sea, 14 degrees 11 minutes North, 143 degrees 9 minutes East
TIMELINE OF ACCIDENTS

•
•

Motor minesweeper YMS-323, by coastal defense gun, Saipan, Marianas Islands, 15 degrees
10 minutes North, 145 degrees 58 minutes East
Ocean tug ATR-15, by grounding, Normandy area, 49 degrees 22 minutes North, 0 degrees
26 minutes West

Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Carrier Shokaku, by submarine Cavalla (SS-244), Battle of the Philippine Sea, 11 degrees
50 minutes North, 137 degrees 57 minutes East
Carrier Taiho, by submarine Albacore (SS-218), Battle of the Philippine Sea, 12 degrees 22 minutes
North, 137 degrees 4 minutes East
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•

Submarine I-184, by aircraft (VT-60) from escort carrier Suwannee (CVE-27), Central Pacific area,
13 degrees 1 minute North, 149 degrees 53 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

“A victory described in detail is indistinguishable
from a defeat.”
— Jean-Paul Sartre

June 20, Tuesday: The battle of the Philippine Sea continued. Bombs and aerial torpedoes from the Avenger aircraft
of the USS Belleau Wood, part of Task Force 38, struck the Japanese aircraft carrier IJN Hiyo and there was a
fuel/air explosion produced by leaking aviation fuel. The Hiyo went down burning, stern first, northwest of
Saipan. 250 died. Many floaters were rescued by Japanese destroyers. Aircraft from Fifth Fleet carrier task
force (Vice Admiral M.A. Mitscher) struck the Japanese fleet. In 2 days the engaged Japanese fleet lost 395
(92%) of its carrier planes and 31 (72%) of its float planes. Only 35 carrier planes and 12 float planes would
remain operational. Besides the losses afloat, an estimated 50 land-based Japanese aircraft from Guam were
being destroyed. The United States Fleet loss was 130 planes and a total of 76 pilots and crewmen for the 2
days (only 50 of the 150 planes, actually, had been shot down). After the battle the Japanese high command
would grasp not only that Admiral R.A. Spruance and Vice Admiral M.A. Mitscher had achieved a great
victory over them but also that the war was lost.
The submarine Narwhal (SS-167) and Nautilus (SS-168) landed supplies and evacuate certain personnel from
Negros and Panay, Philippine Islands.
United States naval vessel damaged: Destroyer Phelps (DD-360), by coastal defense gun, Marianas Islands
area, 15 degrees 10 minutes North, 145 degrees 58 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
June 21, Wednesday: United States Coast Guard vessels sunk: Cutters 83415 and 83471, by storm, off Normandy.
United States naval vessel damaged: Destroyer Davis (DD-395), by mine, Normandy area, 49 degrees 23
minutes North, 0 degrees 46 minutes West
Soviet forces captured Viipuri (Vyborg), Finland.
WORLD WAR II
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June 22, Thursday: Allied (Great Britain/India) forces effected the relief of Imphal, ending Japanese expectations of
advance into India.
1, 700,000 Soviet soldiers began a general offensive against German forces on a 320-kilometer front from
Vitebsk to Gomel, Byelorussia (Belarus).
1,000 tons of bombs rained onto Cherbourg.
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt signed the Servicemen’s Readjustment Act, known colloquially as “the
G.I. Bill.” By providing money by which veterans might attend college, this would transform the face of higher
education in the United States.
Operation Bagration, the Soviet summer offensive, began.
United States naval vessels damaged:
•
•

Battleship Maryland (BB-46), by aircraft torpedo, Marianas Islands area, 15 degrees 13 minutes
North, 145 degrees 39 minutes East.
LST119, by coastal defense gun, Marianas Islands area, 15 degrees 10 minutes North, 145 degrees
58 minutes East

Japanese submarine sunk: submarine I-185, by destroyer Newcomb (DD-586) and high-speed minesweeper
Chandler (DMS-9), Marianas Islands area, 15 degrees 50 minutes North, 145 degrees 8 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
June 23, Friday: Trio for violin, viola and cello by Bernd Alois Zimmermann was performed for the initial time, at
Cologne University.
Aircraft from carrier task group (Rear Admiral J.J. Clark) bombed Japanese air facilities on Pagan Island in
the Marianas Islands.
WORLD WAR II
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June 24, Saturday: Some imprisoned American conscientious objectors “volunteered” as human guinea pigs for
experiments with influenza and pneumonia.
Eyewitness accounts of events in Auschwitz were received in London and Washington with urgent pleas to
bombed the railways leading to the camp. No such arrangements would be made.
ANTISEMITISM
The 6,780-ton Tamahoko Maru was part of a convoy sailing towards Japan, and its cargo holds contained 700
Australian, British, and American POWs. On the main hatch cover, 80 of the prisoners were asleep. At night,
with the lights of the shore of Japan in sight, another ship in the convoy, close by the Tamahoko Maru, was
torpedoed by the USS Tang and exploded.

When this nearby ship exploded, a gaping hole appeared in the side of the Tamahoko Maru and water poured
in. 560 of the POWs died. Of the POWs asleep on the hatch cover, not one survived. Some of the POWs, able
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to abandon ship, would be collected from the water by a Japanese whale-chaser — and taken to Nagasaki to
experience an entirely different sort of death.

Oh, they would experience an entirely different sort of death? What does that mean?
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Aircraft from carrier task groups (Rear Admirals J.J. Clark and A.E. Montgomery) struck Japanese airfields
and facilities on Iwo Jima in the Volcano Islands, and Pagan Island in the Marianas.
United States naval vessel sunk: PT-193, damaged by grounding, western New Guinea area, 0 degrees 55
minutes South, 134 degrees 52 minutes East; sunk by United States forces
Japanese submarine sunk: Submarine I-52, by aircraft (VC-69) from escort carrier Bogue (CVE-9), Atlantic
area, 15 degrees 16 minutes North, 39 degrees 55 minutes West
WORLD WAR II
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June 25, Sunday: After days of intense fighting American forces took Mt. Togpachau on Saipan.
The Red Army trapped 5 German divisions near Vitebsk.
German Foreign Minister Ribbentrop arrived in Helsinki and obliged President Ryti to sign a document
promising never to conclude a separate peace.
American troops took Piombino, south of Pisa.
A United States battleship, cruiser, and destroyer force (Rear Admiral M.L. Deyo) bombarded German shore
batteries and coastal defenses at Cherbourg, France.
United States naval vessels damaged, Cherbourg operation: Battleship Texas (BB-35) and destroyers Barton
(DD-722), Laffey (DD-724), and O’Brien (DD-275), by coastal defense gun.
WORLD WAR II
June 26, Monday: Soviet forces took Vitebsk and Zhlobin.
South African troops captured Chiusi, west of Perugia.
After 9 days of heavy fighting, American forces captured most of Cherbourg as the Germans destroyed the
port.
Railroad workers in Guatemala joined a nationwide strike against the conservative president Jorge Ubico.
Allied (Great Britain-India-Gurkah-United States) troops captured Mogaung, west of Myitkyina, Burma.
Cruisers and destroyers (Rear Admiral E.G. Small) bombarded Japanese positions at Kurabu Zaki,
Paramushiro, Kurile Islands.
United States naval vessel damaged: cargo ship Mercury (AK-42), by aircraft torpedo, Marianas Islands area,
15 degrees 10 minutes North, 145 degrees 58 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
June 27, Tuesday: The Republicans met for 3 days in Chicago and would nominate New York governor Thomas E.
Dewey for President and Ohio governor John Bricker for Vice President.
Soviet forces took Orsha, south of Vitebsk and Mogilev.
On the northern front, Soviets took Petrozavodsk, northeast of Leningrad.
The US Army captured Cherbourg in northern France.
WORLD WAR II
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June 28, Wednesday: Eveleen Ward committed suicide by jumping off the Golden Gate Bridge.
Japanese forces attacked Hengyang in Hunan province but the Chinese defense held.
Soviet forces captured Bobruysk, southeast of Minsk. As Soviet troops approached the Maly Trostenets
concentration camp near Minsk, S.S. troops took all surviving prisoners, Russian civilians, Jews from the
Minsk Ghetto and Viennese Jews from Theresienstadt, locked them into the barracks, and set the barracks on
fire. They then stood around shooting at those who managed to flee the building. About 20 made it to the cover
of the woods.
ANTISEMITISM
Philippe Henriot, Vichy Minister of Propaganda and leader of the collaborationist Milice, was shot to death in
Paris by the Resistance.
Pierre Boulez visited Olivier Messiaen for the initial time, in Paris.
Japanese naval vessel sunk: Coast defense vessel #24, by submarine Archerfish (SS-311), western Pacific area,
24 degrees 44 minutes North, 140 degrees 20 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
June 29, Thursday: Lim Bo Seng, a leading Malayan resistance fighter, was executed by the Japanese.
Soviet forces captured Slutsk and Lyuban, south of Minsk.
The 6,000-ton transport Toyama Maru was torpedoed by the USS Sturgeon while carrying more than 6,000
soldiers of the Japanese 44th Independent Mixed Brigade. Approximately 5,400 died and there were
approximately 600 floaters.196
United States naval vessel sunk: Coast minesweeper Valaor (AMC-108), by collision, off Newport, Rhode
Island, 41 degrees 28 minutes North, 70 degrees 57 minutes West

196. At a first order of approximation there seems to be a remarkable similarity between fighting at sea and feeding fish.
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Japanese naval vessel sunk: Minelayer Tsugaru, by submarine Darter (SS-227), Netherlands East Indies area,
2 degrees 19 minutes North, 127 degrees 57 East
WORLD WAR II
June 30, Friday: A general strike began in Copenhagen against curfew and other occupation restrictions. Germany cut
off all water, gas and electricity to the city.
The last season at the Vienna Opera House ended, appropriately enough, with a performance of Richard
Wagner’s Götterdämmerung.
The United States broke diplomatic relations with Finland.
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt signed a bill providing independence for the Philippines (just as soon as
the Japanese could be cleared away).
Naval vessels on hand (all types) — 46,032.
Personnel:
Navy — 2,981,365
Marine Corps — 472,582
Coast Guard — 169,258
Total personnel — 3,623,205
WORLD WAR II
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JULY 1944
July:

During this month an international conference was taking place in really nice bucolic posh surroundings in
Bretton Woods NH. The name “Bretton Woods” is now commonly assigned to this United Nations Monetary
and Financial Conference that would result in the creation of the International Monetary Fund to promote
international monetary cooperation, and in the creation of the International Bank for Reconstruction and
Development. By December 1945 the required number of governments would ratify the treaties creating the
two organizations, and by Summer 1946 they would begin operation. John R. Kellam, however, comments as
follows:
The Breton Woods Conference resulted in a United Nations Charter
providing (as the US demanded) for a tri-cameral legislative
body, so that representation of states, of national populations,
and of five principal victor nations, would give any one of the
latter group an absolute veto power over UN decisions. Thus,
again, the self-defeating feature of the old League of Nations
was preserved so that the collective wisdom of the world could
be reduced to an effete “debating society” to be completely
disregarded if the 5-member Security Council was not in
unanimous support of their recommendations. –And for such a
result did an obscene number of young men get coerced by the
governments of their many nations to kill, injure, and cripple
each other in body, mind, and spirit, and many millions of
innocent civilians get attacked on every scale from sniper
murder up to organized genocide.

WORLD WAR II
July:

During this month the New York Times would make a passing mention of the fact that the death toll of
European Jews stood already at some 4,000,000 persons and was still rising.
ANTISEMITISM
WORLD WAR II
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July:

George Smith Patton, Jr., son-of-a-bitch of the hour, was allowed to assume command of the US 3d Army
in Normandy, and proceeded to initiate the amazing “breakout” operation in which his troops attacked in four
directions at the same time.

Napalm (recently invented at Harvard) was first used in the form of a bomb on a fuel depot near St Lô.
Having manufactured 5,000,000 linseed-oil cattle fodder cakes laced with anthrax earlier during World War
II, the British had been planning to have the RAF drop these lethal devices over the pastures of Germany.

The anthrax cakes had been tested on Gruinard Island off Wester Ross, an area that would not be finally cleared
of contamination until 1990. The operation was under the overall control of Dr. Paul Fildes, who was then the
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director of the biology department at Porton Down near Salisbury in Wiltshire but had previously been in
charge of the Medical Research Council’s bacterial chemistry unit at Middlesex Hospital. This operation, to
wipe out the German beef and dairy herds and have the bacterium as a secondary effect then spread to a
starving human population that had no way to protect itself with antibiotics, was with maximum irony being
termed “Operation Vegetarian.”
Operation Vegetarian had been ready to go since the beginning of the year. However, because the Normandy
landings of the Allies were progressing smoothly thanks to fierce warriors such as General Patton, it became
feasible to postpone and then abandon this devastating European germ-warfare operation so reminiscent of the
germ warfare operations that were being carried out by Japanese forces on the Chinese mainland.
GERM WARFARE

July 1, Saturday: Admiral Horthy ordered a halt to the deportation of Hungary’s Jews.
ANTISEMITISM
American forces captured Cecina, south of Pisa.
WORLD WAR II
In the face of nationwide opposition, conservative President Jorge Ubico of Guatemala turned power over to
a 3-man junta and fled to the United States of America.
July 2, Sunday: The American Liberty Ship Jean Nicolet was torpedoed en route from Fremantle to Colombo. It had
a crew of 41 plus 28 US armed guards and 31 passengers. After everyone had been collected on the deck of
Japanese submarine I-8 with hands tied behind their backs, the Japanese went down the line stabbing with
bayonets and using spanners as clubs, and then the submarine submerged. When the Japanese spotted an
enemy airplane and hurried down the hatch of the sub, about 30 still lived. The sub submerged and as it would
turn out, 23 of this group would be able to stay afloat long enough to be picked up.197

197. At a first order of approximation there seems to be a remarkable similarity between fighting at sea and feeding fish.
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An Allied naval force (Rear Admiral W. M. Fechteler, USN) disembarked Australian and American army
troops on Noemfoor (Numfoor) Island northwest of Netherlands New Guinea.
British forces took Foiano della Chiana southeast of Florence.
United States naval vessel sunk: Motor minesweeper YMS-350, by mine, Normandy area, 49 degrees 38
minutes North, 1 degree 35 minutes West
German submarine sunk: U-543, by aircraft (VC-58) from escort carrier Wake Island (CVE-65), southeast of
Azores Islands, 25 degrees 34 minutes North, 21 degrees 36 minutes West
WORLD WAR II
July 3, Monday: “Battle of the Hedgerows” in Normandy. American forces began a slow advance south from the
Normandy beachhead.
The Red Army captured Minsk and 150,000 Germans.
French troops captured Siena while the British took Cortona, southeast of Florence.
Despite pleas from local authorities, the general strike spread to the Danish mainland.
German submarine sunk: U-154 by destroyer escort Frost (DE-144) and Inch (DE-146), off Madeira,
34 degrees 0 minutes North, 19 degrees 30 minutes West
WORLD WAR II
July 4, Tuesday: Carrier-based aircraft and naval gunfire from two task groups (Rear Admiral J.J. Clark and Rear
Admiral R.E. Davison) hit Japanese installations on Iwo Jima in the Volcano Islands, and Chichi Jima and
Haha Jima, Bonin Islands.
Allied troops took Kornasoren airfield on Noemfoor (Numfoor) Island.
Soviet troops took Polotsk, northwest of Vitebsk.
Canadian forces took Carpiquet, west of Caen.
United States naval vessel sunk: Submarine S-28, cause unknown, during training exercises off the Hawaiian
Islands.
Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•
•

Auxiliary submarine chaser #16, by carrier-based aircraft, Bonin Islands area, 27 degrees
0 minutes North, 140 degrees 50 minutes East
Coastal minesweeper Sarushima, by carrier-based aircraft, Bonin Islands area, 27 degrees
10 minutes North, 142 degrees 10 minutes East
Transport #103, by carrier-based aircraft, Bonin Islands area, 27 degrees 5 minutes North,
142 degrees 9 minutes East.
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•
•

Transport #130, by carrier-based aircraft, Iwo Jima area, 24 degrees 47 minutes North, 141 degrees
20 minutes East
Submarine I-10, by destroy David W. Taylor (DD-551) and destroyer escort Riddle (DE-185),
Marianas Islands area, 15 degrees 26 minutes North, 147 degrees 48 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

July 5, Wednesday: The strike and German reprisals caused 87 deaths and around 700 injuries. Germany acceded to
Danish demands that Danish Nazi troops be withdrawn from Copenhagen, the lifting of the curfew, no more
reprisals and no more firing on unarmed crowds.
American troops took La Haye du Puits, south of Cherbourg.
German submarines sunk:
•
•

U-133, by destroyer escorts Thomas (DD-102) and Baker (DE-190), North Atlantic area,
42 degrees 16 minutes North, 59 degrees 49 minutes West
U-586, by aircraft, Toulon, France
WORLD WAR II

July 6, Thursday: Carrier-based aircraft commence daily bombings of Japanese coastal and antiaircraft guns, supply
dumps, and airfields installations on Guam and Rota, Marianas Islands.
Japanese naval vessel sunk: Destroy Hokaze, by submarine Paddle (SS-263), Celebes Sea, 3 degrees 24
minutes North, 125 degrees 28 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
July 6, Thursday: Soviet troops took Kovel, northeast of Lutsk and Svir, east of Vilna (Vilnius).
Polish troops captured Osimo, south of Ancona.
Former French Colonies Minister Georges Mandel (Louis-Georges Rothschild) was executed outside Paris
(his executioners, all French Milice, would be executed).
Prime Minister Winston Churchill announced in the House of Commons that penicillin, hitherto restricted to
military use, was to be made available also to victims of the V-1. The Prime Minister lectured his advisers,
whom he suspected of being “uniformed defeatists” on the basis of their Marquise of Queensbury rules of
niceness: “[During World War I the] bombing of open cities was regarded as forbidden. Now everyone does it
as a matter of course. It is simply a matter of fashion changing as she does between long and short skirts for
women.” The Prime Minister told his commanders to prepare to drop 2,000,000 lethal anthrax bombs on
German cities. In regard to this Britain’s First Sea Lord, Admiral Cunningham, would comment: “There’s no
doubt that P.M. is in no state to discuss anything, too tired, and too much alcohol.”
“I have taken more out of alcohol
than alcohol has taken out of me.”
— Winston Churchill
GERM WARFARE

WORLD WAR II
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July 7, Friday: The last surviving Japanese troops on Saipan attempted a final suicide attack. Almost all were
immediately gunned down.
The Japanese retreated from Bishenpur.

Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Destroyer Usugumo, by submarine Skate (SS-305), Kurile Islands area, 47 degrees 43 minutes
North, 147 degrees 55 minutes East
Destroyer, Tamanami, by submarine Mingo (SS-261), South China Sea, 13 degrees 55 minutes
North, 118 degrees 30 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

July 8, Saturday: A cruiser and destroyer task group under Rear Admiral C.T. Joy commenced daily bombardment of
Japanese defenses on the island of Guam in the Marianas (battleships would join in the bombardment on July
14th).
The Kovno ghetto was liquidated.
ANTISEMITISM
Soviet troops took Baranovichi (Belarus).
A major British and Canadian attack began at Caen.
General Mutaguchi, Commander of the Japanese 15th Army, ordered a general retreat from the Kohima and
Imphal area.
WORLD WAR II
July 9, Sunday: British and Canadian troops captured Caen.
Organized resistance ceased on the island of Saipan in the Marianas. In the battle for the island, approximately
60,000 people died including 22,000 Japanese civilians, many by suicide.
Raoul Wallenberg arrived in Budapest with a list of 630 Jews for whom Swedish visas were available.
ANTISEMITISM
Ivan Subasic replaced Bozidar Puric as prime minister of the Yugoslav government-in-exile.
The submarine Nautilus (SS-168) landed men and supplies on Pandan Island off west coast of Mindoro,
Philippine Islands
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United States naval vessel sunk: Minesweeper Swerve (AM-121), by mine, Italian area, 41 degrees 31 minutes
North, 12 degrees 28 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
July 10, Monday: Command designated United States Ports and Bases France (Rear Admiral J. Wilkes) was
established with headquarters at Cherbourg, France.
Soviet forces captured Slonim, east of Bialystok.
American troops took Volterra, southeast of Pisa.
British and Canadian forces gained effective control of Caen.
WORLD WAR II
July 11, Tuesday: The United States recognized the French Provisional Government as the de facto government of
liberated France.
WORLD WAR II
July 12, Wednesday: Soviets took Idritsa, east of Velikiye Luki.
At Marpi Point, an 800-foot precipice on the coast of the island of Saipan, and at other similar locations, entire
Japanese families committed suicide. The total number of corpses approximated 22,000. These civilians had
been informed by the military that American soldiers would treat them with brutality.
WORLD WAR II
In Germany proper, on Henry Thoreau’s birthday, with the gassing of 4,000, the Theresienstadt Family Camp
was disbanded.
July 13, Thursday: Japanese troops and their Indian allies continued their fallback into Burma (Myanmar) toward the
Chindwin River on a front from Imphal and Kohima, with losses of a least 65,000 men.
Soviet forces launched a general offensive against the Germans in a line from Kovel to Stanislav towards Lvov.
They also captured Vilna (Vilnius).
German troops brought the American advance toward St. Lo to a halt.
United States naval vessel sunk: Submarine Herring (SS-133), Pacific Ocean area, reported as presumed lost
WORLD WAR II
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July 14, Friday: Soviet forces captured Pinsk (Belarus).
In Kovno (Kaunas), the Gestapo discovered more than 100 Jews hiding in a cellar. They locked the door and
set the house on fire. There were no survivors.
ANTISEMITISM
French troops took Poggibonsi, south of Florence.
48 Italian partisans who had been captured July 12th near Arezzo and tortured for 2 days were ordered to dig
a deep pit, and were buried up to their necks. Sticks of dynamite were placed next to their heads. When all still
refused to divulge information, the fuses were ignited.
28 prisoners revolted at Santé Prison, Paris and were shot.
General Tojo Hideki met in Singapore with Subhas Chandra Bose of the Indian National Army.
Japanese submarine sunk: Submarine I-6, by destroyer escort William C. Miller (DE-259), Marianas Islands
area, 15 degrees 18 minutes North, 144 degrees 26 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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July 15, Saturday: United States Patrol Torpedo Boat PT-133 was sunk by a coastal defense gun off eastern New
Guinea, at 3 degrees 28 minutes South, 143 degrees 34 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
Soviet troops took Opochka, south of Pskov.
Anne Frank to her diary: “It’s really a wonder that I haven’t dropped all my ideals, because they seem so absurd
and impossible to carry out. Yet I keep them, because in spite of everything I still believe that people are really
good at heart. I simply can’t build up my hopes on a foundation consisting of confusion, misery, and death. I
see the world gradually being turned into a wilderness, I hear the ever approaching thunder, which will destroy
us too, I can feel the sufferings of millions and yet if I look up into the heavens, I think that it will all come
right, that this cruelty too will end, and that peace and tranquility will return again.”

(This was accurate. Cruelty will end and peace and tranquility will return.)
July 16, Sunday: British forces captured Arezzo, southeast of Florence.
Soviet forces crossed the Nieman River.
WORLD WAR II
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July 17, Monday: The 7,212-ton Liberty ship E.A. Bryan was at Port Chicago Naval Base, California taking on
ammunition and explosives. Just before 10:20PM, 4,600 tons of munitions and 1,780 tons of explosives
detonated, sending smoke and debris 12,000 feet into the skies. Windows were shattered for 20 miles around.
A 2nd ship moored nearby, the brand-new Quinalt Victory getting ready for its maiden voyage, was also loaded
with munitions. It had taken 3 days and nights to load these ships, all the labor being performed mostly of
course by black naval personnel.198 Everyone on board these ships and many on the pier were of course killed
instantly. A total of 320 died (E.A. Bryan 53, Quinalt Victory 44) and 390 were injured. A 12-ton locomotive
on the pier simply vanished, not a single piece of it ever being identified. The 1,200-foot wooden pier, and 16
boxcars loaded with bombs and ammunition, likewise simply vanished. The damage bill to what is now known
as the Concord Naval Weapons Station (our western storage yard for atomic warheads) was estimated at
$12,000,000. Due to the utter loss of all evidence in the explosion itself, the Court of Inquiry would be unable
to establish a cause.
TIMELINE OF ACCIDENTS

57,000 German prisoners led by 19 generals were marched through Moscow, followed by water cannons to
cleanse streets soiled by German boots.
American forces entered St. Lo, southwest of Bayeux.
German commander Erwin Rommel was severely wounded by an Allied plane on the road from Caen to La
Roche-Guyon.
Cinco canciones populares argentinas for voice and piano by Alberto Ginastera were performed for the initial
time, in Buenos Aires.
Japanese naval vessel sunk: Minesweeper #25, by submarine Gabilan (SS-252), off Honshu, 33 degrees 51
minutes North, 138 degrees 35 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
July 18, Tuesday: Frank C. Reed committed suicide by jumping off the Golden Gate Bridge.
US troops reached St. Lo.
Soviet troops reached the East Prussian border but met with a German counterattack.
Allied forces captured Ponedera on the Arno, east of Pisa.
British and Canadian troops began a major push east of the Orne. Allied planes bombed Caen. 3,000 French
civilians were killed and much of the city was destroyed.

198. This was not because black American servicemen are considered to be stronger and more adaptable than white American
servicemen. It was because black American servicemen are considered to be expendable by way of contrast with white American
servicemen.
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Japanese Prime Minister Tojo Hideki and his cabinet resigned, and a new cabinet was formed by General
Koiso.
United States naval vessel damaged: Motor boat PGM-7, by collision, Bismarck Sea, 7 degrees 15 minutes
South, 155 degrees 40 minutes East
Japanese naval vessel sunk: Submarine chaser #50, by submarine Plaice (SS-390) south of Honshu, Japan, 29
degrees 22 minutes North, 139 degrees 14 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
July 19, Wednesday: The Red Army entered Latvia.
Polish forces captured Ancona on the Adriatic coast, east of Florence, while American troops took Livorno on
the west coast of Italy, west of Florence (the two cities share the same latitude, on opposite sides of the
peninsula).
Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Light Cruiser 01, by submarine Flasher (SS-249), South China Sea, 12 degrees 45 minutes North,
114 degrees 20 minutes East
Submarine RO-48, by destroyer escort Wyman (DE-38), Central Pacific area, 13 degrees 1 minute
North, 151 degrees 58 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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July 20, Thursday: 12:42PM: A suitcase bomb left by Colonel Claus, Count von Stauffenberg under a briefing map
table at Führer Adolf Hitler’s headquarters in East Prussia failed to kill him — although it did kill 4 other
officers, and cripple one of his arms.

Von Stauffenberg flew back to Berlin to spring the plot for the succession but upon landing learned that Hitler
still lived.
6:45PM: Minister of Propaganda Joseph Goebbels announced over German radio that the Führer was alive
and well. The conspirators went ahead with the plan and arrested General Fromm, Commander of the Reserve
Army. Conspirators in Paris ordered the arrest of all Gestapo and security service officers.
Evening: General Friedrich Olbricht and Count von Stauffenberg were executed in the War Ministry, Berlin.
More than 5,000 men and women, mostly not directly connected with the plot, would be executed. (Hitler
would have the people who did this hanged on meathooks, and view their dying struggles on film.)
One of the units chosen to move to Berlin to support the uprising was a panzer division in Magdeburg which
included Private Hans Werner Henze. After traveling for several hours they stopped and returned to
Magdeburg.
Soviet troops liberated the Majdanek concentration camp.
ANTISEMITISM
WORLD WAR II
July 21, Friday: At the Democratic National Convention in Chicago, Senator Harry S Truman was nominated to run
for vice-president.
A naval attack force (Rear Admiral R.L. Conolly) landed US Marines (Major General R.S. Geiger, 3d Marine
Division) and Army formations on the island of Guam in the Marianas. The assault was preceded by intensive
naval gunfire and attacks by carrier-based aircraft.
United States naval vessel damaged: Submarine chaser SC-1316, by Japanese coastal mortar, Marianas area,
13 degrees 24 minutes North, 144 degrees 39 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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July 22, Saturday: Kunaiki Koiso replaced Hideki Tojo as prime minister of Japan.
Americans on Guam began to encounter heavy resistance.
WORLD WAR II
Soviet troops crossed the River Bug and captured Chelm, east of Lublin.
The last inhabitants of the Shavli ghetto were sent to death camps on foot.
Chorale for Orchestra a transcription by Roy Harris of his Chorale for Organ and Brass was performed for the
initial time, in Bedford, United Kingdom.
An agreement was signed in Bretton Woods, New Hampshire, creating the International Monetary Fund:
The Articles of Agreement of the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development (Bretton Woods
Agreements).

READ THE FULL TEXT
July 23, Sunday: Soviet troops took Pskov.
Soviet forces captured Lublin, southeast of Warsaw, and set up a Polish Committee of National Liberation,
dominated by communists, in opposition to the Polish government-in-exile in London.
WORLD WAR II
As Soviets reached the outskirts of Lublin they come upon Majdanek, the 1st death camp to be reached by
Allied troops. They found hundreds of unburied corpses and seven gas chambers. Over 1,500,000 Poles,
Soviets, and Jews had met their deaths at Majdanek.
ANTISEMITISM
Hermann Göring was appointed Reich Commissar for Total War Mobilization.
United States naval vessels damaged:
•
•

Destroyer Norman Scott (DD-690), by coastal defense gun, Marianas Islands area, 15 degrees
2 minutes North, 145 degrees 50 minutes East
Highspeed minesweeper Chandler (DMS-9), by fire, Marianas Islands, area, 15 degrees 8 minutes
North, 145 degrees 28 minutes East
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July 24, Monday: In spite of Admiral Horthy’s order to the contrary, 1,500 Jews from Savar were deported to
Auschwitz. These were the last Hungarian Jews to be sent to Auschwitz.
ANTISEMITISM
The Germans arrested all 2,000 Jews on Crete and transported them to Auschwitz. Only 275 managed to hide
through the intercession of local citizens.
The 2d and 4th Marine divisions landed on Tinian, employing napalm for the 1st time, and cleared the Japanese
from the airfield from which a year later the “Enola Gay” would take off bound for Hiroshima, etc.

Naval attack force (Rear Admiral H.W. Hill) landed Marines (Major General H. Schmidt) on Tinian, Marianas
Islands. Landing was supported by naval gunfire, carrier aircraft, and land-based aircraft from Saipan.
United States naval vessels damaged:
•

Battleship Colorado (BB-45), by coastal defense gun, Marianas Islands area, 15 degrees 2 minutes
North, 145 degrees 50 minutes East
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•

LST481, by coastal defense gun, Marianas Islands area, 13 degrees 24 minutes North, 144 degrees
39 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

July 25, Tuesday: Beginning of Operation Cobra — Allied breakout from Normandy, west of St. Lo, throwing the
German defenders into disarray (until July 30th).
Aircraft of fast carrier task force (Vice Admiral M.A. Mitscher) attacked enemy positions in the western
Caroline Islands of Yap, Ulithi, Fais, Ngulu, Sorol, and Palau.
Japanese naval vessel was sunk: Minelayer Sokuten, by carrier-based aircraft, Palau Islands, Caroline Islands,
7 degrees 20 minutes North, 134 degrees 27 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
July 26, Wednesday: Red Army forces took Narva, Estonia.
Soviet troops reached the Vistula River (Wista) west of Lublin, and took Deblin.
At Stalin’s direction, the Lublin government began to wield civil power over liberated areas of Poland.
United States naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Submarine Golet (SS-361), Pacific Ocean area; reported as presumed lost
Submarine Robalo (SS-273), unknown cause, off western Palawan, Philippine Islands

Japanese submarine sunk:
•

Submarine I-29, by submarine Sawfish (SS-276), Luzon Strait, Philippine Islands 20 degrees
10 minutes North, 121 degrees 50 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

July 27, Thursday: Soviet forces captured Bialystok, Poland, Lvov, Ukraine, Dvinsk (Daugavpils) and Rezekne,
Latvia and Siauliai, Lithuania. They also took Stanislawow, east of Warsaw.
US Secretary of State Cordell Hull invited Heitor Villa-Lobos to come to Washington DC and serve as
“Consultant on Brazilian Music” for the Library of Congress. It also included a commission for a string quartet
and allowance to conduct in the United States.
Japanese naval vessels sunk: Transports #1 and #150, by carrier-based aircraft, Palau Islands, Caroline Islands
WORLD WAR II
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July 28, Friday: Soviet troops occupied Przemysl, west of Lvov, and Brest-Litovsk.
Two V-1s killed 96 in London.
US troops took Coutances, west of St. Lo.
The Germans initiated the 1st major death march of the Jews, from Warsaw to Kutno (not a problem, from the
anti-Semitic viewpoint of Charles Lindbergh).
ANTISEMITISM
Although President Franklin Delano Roosevelt has been unwilling to allow Lindbergh to return to the military
after Pearl Harbor, presumably because he was unwilling to put up with Lindbergh’s defeatist political
interference, he had allowed Lindbergh to become a consultant with the United Aircraft Company to field test
their new F4U Corsair fighter. Lindbergh had no compunction about killing members of an inferior race — in
his Reader’s Digest article, for instance, he had opinioned that “our civilization depends on a Western wall of
race and arms which can hold back ... the infiltration of inferior blood.” Although Lindbergh was so attracted
to the white supremacy that, in his blue-eyed, fair-haired self, he so fully exemplified, that he was reluctant to
oppose other Nordic tawny beasts, asserting that “wars in Europe are not wars in which our civilization is
defending itself against some Asiatic intruder,” he had no qualms about people like himself “banding together
to defend the white race against foreign invasion.” He had therefore talked his way into the South Pacific
theatre of military operations. In the South Pacific he had developed flying techniques by which the Corsair
pilots could extend the range of their missions. He would take part in more than 50 missions and on this day,
piloting a P-38 Lightning above a Japanese airfield near New Guinea, he managed to shoot down an enemy
fighter plane: “I start firing as the plane is completing its turn in my direction.... But he straightens out and flies
directly toward me. I hold the trigger down and my sight on his engine as we approach head on. My tracers
and my 20s [20-millimeter cannon] spatter on his plane. We are close –too close– hurtling at each other at more
than 500 miles an hour. I pull back on the controls. His plane zooms suddenly upward with extraordinary
sharpness. I pull back with all the strength I have. Will we hit? His plane, before a slender toy in my sight,
looms huge in size. A second passes — two three — I can see the finning on his engine cylinders. There is a
rough jolt of air as he shoots past behind me. By how much did we miss? Ten feet? Probably less than that.
There is no time to consider or feel afraid. I am climbing steeply. I bank to the left. No, that will take me into
the ack-ack fire above Amahai strip. I reverse to the right. It all has taken seconds. My eyes sweep the sky for
aircraft. Those are only P-38’s and the plane I have just shot down. He is starting down in a wing over — out
of control. The nose goes down. The plane turns slightly as it picks up speed– down– down– down toward the
sea. A fountain of spray-white foam on the water-waves circling outward as from a stone tossed in a pool –the
waves merge into those of the sea –the foam disappears –the surface is as it was before.... (Lieutenant Miller,
my wingman, reported seeing the tracers of the Jap plane shooting at me. I was so concentrated on my own
firing that I did not see the flashes of his guns. Miller said the plane rolled over out of control right after he
passed me. Apparently my bullets had either severed the controls or killed the pilot.)”
Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Submarine I-55, by destroyer escorts Wyman (DE-38) and Reynolds (DE-42), Central Pacific area,
14 degrees 26 minutes North, 152 degrees 16 minutes East
Submarine chaser (name unknown), by carrier-based aircraft, 7 degrees 5 minutes North,
134 degrees 20 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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July 29, Saturday: Organized Japanese resistance on Biak Island ended.
Radio Moscow broadcasted appealed from Polish communists for Warsaw to rise against the Germans.
Soviet troops captured Sandomierz, southwest of Lublin.
Witold Lutoslawski and his mother fled Warsaw for Komorów to the southwest to stay with relatives.
Of New Horizons, an overture by Ulysses Kay, was performed for the initial time, at Lewisohn Stadium, New
York.
Rhythms of Today for band by Roy Harris was performed for the initial time, over the airwaves of radio station
KOA originating in Ft. Logan, Colorado, the composer himself conducting.
United States naval vessel damaged: LST340, by grounding, Marianas Islands area, 15 degrees 10 minutes
North, 145 degrees 58 minutes East
German submarines sunk: U-872 and U-2323, by Army aircraft, Bremen
WORLD WAR II
July 30, Sunday: Americans took Granville on the Golfe de St.-Malo and entered Avranches, to the southeast.
WORLD WAR II
A naval task force under Rear Admiral W.M. Fechteler landed Army troops near Cape Opmarai in northwest
New Guinea, and on the offshore islands of Amsterdam and Middleburg. On the following day, the troops
would make a shore-to-shore movement, to Cape Sansapor.
United States naval vessel sunk: Motor minesweeper YMS-304, by mine, Normandy area, 49 degrees
33 minutes North, 1 degree 14 minutes West
United States naval vessel damaged: Motor minesweeper YMS-378, by mine, Normandy area, 49 degrees
33 minutes North, 1 degree 14 minutes West
July 31, Monday: Allied troops captured Sansapor on the western tip of New Guinea.
Soviet forces reached Radzymin, northeast of Warsaw and Otwock, to the southeast of Warsaw. They halted
on a defensive line Kobylka-Milosna. Soviets also took Siedlice, east of the capital.
American forces captured Avranches.
Vira, a song for voice and piano by Heitor Villa-Lobos was performed for the initial time, in Rio de Janeiro.
General Mizuikami, the Japanese Commandant of Myitkyina, instructed those who remained of the men in his
garrison to attempt to escape, and then committed suicide.
WORLD WAR II

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

WORLD WAR II

WWII

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE
AUGUST 1944
August: Lieutenant Richard Milhous Nixon was posted to Fleet Air Wing EIGHT.
WORLD WAR II
August 1, Tuesday: American troops completed the conquest of Tinian in the Mariana Islands.
Khuang Aphaiwong replaced Plaek Pibulsongkram as Prime Minister of Thailand.
The Red Army captured Kovno (Kaunas), Lithuania.
In Warsaw, the Polish Home Army, the Communist People’s Army, and other armed civilians seize about 2/
3ds of the city.
During the “Zigeunernacht,” to control an outbreak of communicable disease and, one supposes, in order to
save food, in a single action at Auschwitz, the Germans sent 40,000 Gypsies to the “showers” to be gassed.
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Anne Frank to her diary: “[F]inally I twist my heart round again, so that the bad is on the outside and the good
is on the inside, and keep on trying to find a way of becoming what I would so like to be, and what I could be,
if... there weren’t any other people living in the world.”

The Japanese military administration was withdrawn from Rangoon as officials proclaimed a Burmese
“Independence.”

On the island of Tinian in the Marianas, organized resistance ended and United States Naval Air Base, Tinian
was established.199
WORLD WAR II
In Warsaw, the Polish Home Army began an uprising against the Germans in Warsaw (until October 2d).
US troops under the command of George Smith Patton, Jr. reached Avranches.
199. By our calculation B-29 bombers taking off from Tinian would be able to reach the Japanese cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki,
with probably enough aviation fuel left to complete a return to the island airstrip.
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August 2, Wednesday: A Polish assault on Warsaw’s Okecie Airport was annihilated by the Germans.
The Communist Party of Macedonia proclaims a Macedonian Peoples Republic inside Yugoslavia.
American troops took Villedieu-les-Poêles east of Granville.
Turkey broke off diplomatic relations with Germany.
Sonata for two pianos by Igor Stravinsky was performed for the initial time, in the Edgewood College of the
Dominican Sisters, Madison, Wisconsin. Nadia Boulanger and Richard Johnson were the pianists.
United States naval vessel sunk: Destroyer escort Fiske (DE-143), by submarine torpedo, North Atlantic area,
47 degrees 11 minutes North, 33 degrees 29 minutes West
WORLD WAR II
August 24: Soviet troops took Kishinev (Moldova).
WORLD WAR II
The S.S. murdered 3,000 prisoners before evacuating the Mielec slave labor camp in southern Poland.
Marshal Antonescu, the former Prime Minister of Romania, was handed over to the Communist Party who
lock him in a safe until the Red Army enters Bucharest. The Luftwaffe bombs Bucharest. A pro-Axis
Romanian government-in-exile was constituted in Berlin under prime minister Horia Sima.
French forces begin an advance on Paris and entered the city from the south through the Porte d’Orleans.
Americans in the south of France took Arles, Grenoble and Cannes.
German Minister of Propaganda Joseph Goebbels ordered that “all theaters, music halls, drama schools and
cabarets” were to be closed. Soon, all orchestras, music schools and conservatories would also cease
operations. Publication of fiction would soon end. Artists, musicians and writers were to be conscripted into
national service. A 60-hour week was required, holidays were forbidden and students were conscripted.
Sweden breaks relations with Vichy France.
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August 3, Thursday: Allied (United States-China) forces captured Myitkyina, Burma (Myanmar).
The liquidation of the Lodz ghetto began in earnest.
ANTISEMITISM
American troops took Montain, southwest of Flers.
The Office of the General Counsel of the Navy Department was established (formerly this had been designated
the Procurement Legal Division of the Navy Department).
Senator Harry S Truman resigned as chair of the Truman Committee (the committee had at this point funding
amounting to some $400,000 and, in addition to the senators who were members, a staff of about 25).
The city of Myitkyina finally, after two and a half months, fell to Allied troops.
WORLD WAR II
August 4, Friday: British South African troops entered Firenzi south of the Arno River as the German army began a
retreat northward through the mountainous region of Tuscany.
WORLD WAR II
British troops took Tamu, Burma, just over the Indian border from Imphal.
Carl Gustaf Mannerheim replaced Risto Heikki Ryti as President of Finland.
American forces captured Rennes.
British took Villers-Bocage, southwest of Caen.
In Amsterdam, Holland, the Frank family, including Anne Frank, were discovered in their hiding place and
arrested as Jews and taken to a police station — and from there they would be taken to Westerbork, a transit
camp, and from there the Germans would take them to Auschwitz.Aircraft from carrier task group (Rear
ANTISEMITISM
Admiral J.J. Clark) and cruisers and destroyers (Rear Admiral LT. DuBose) attacked a convoy and other
shipping in the Chichi Jima were Bonin Islands. At the same time aircraft from the second carrier task group
(Rear Admiral A.E. Montgomery) bombed airfield facilities on Iwo Jima in the Volcano Islands.
Japanese naval vessels sunk during these Volcano and Bonin Island attacks:
•
•
•

Destroyer Matsu, by carrier-based aircraft, 27 degrees 40 minutes North, 141 degrees 48 minutes
East
Transport #4, by carrier-based aircraft, 27 degrees 7 minutes North, 142 degrees 12 minutes East
Transport #133, by carrier-based aircraft, 24 degrees 47 minutes North, 141 degrees 20 minutes
East
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August 5, Saturday, 10:30AM: At the Maria Curie-Sklodowska Radium Institute on Wawelska Street in Warsaw,
about 90 patients were receiving treatment for cancer. About 100 armed troops in German uniform barged in
shouting loudly in Russian,200 and proceeded to search and loot the building. The majority were drunk. All
jewelry, money, and personal items were collected. Anyone who resisted or got in the way was instantly shot.
Stores and cupboards were broken open and supplies thrown about while some of the more attractive female
patients were being dragged from bed and raped. About 15 of the more seriously ill patients were shot in their
beds and their mattresses set on fire. Gasoline was poured and the wards set on fire. At this point about 70 of
the cancer patients were still alive: they were shot and their bodies piled in a heap, doused with gasoline, and
ignited. Not one patient would survive. The 80 staff members, however, faced a different fate. They would be
taken to a camp at Zieleniak nearby and for 4 days and nights would be held there in the open without food or
water. During this period many of the nurses were being dragged away and raped. At the end of the 4 days this
group of medical professionals would be transported to Germany for use as slave labor.
At 5:30PM General von dem Bach-Zelewski ordered a halt to executions of women and children in Warsaw.
By this point 15,000 civilians had been murdered. All Polish men who got captured would continue to be
executed, whether or not they seemed to be insurgents. Cossacks and other non-Germans fighting for the Nazis
would disregard General von dem Bach-Zelewski’s order against the killing of women and children. Over the
following 3 days 30,000 more civilians would be killed.
2,000 Japanese POWs attempted a mass breakout at a prison camp west of Sydney, Australia. 183 were killed
and 29 committed suicide.

200. The perps were mostly men who had been Russian soldiers. When their General Vlassov had been taken prisoner by the
Germans in 1942, he had volunteered to take command of an army of Russian POWs who, rather than face the prison camps, were
willing to fight on the German side. This was known as the “Vlassov Army.”
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Poles liberated the Gesiowka Street labor camp, freeing 348 Jews from Greece, Belgium, France, Romania,
Hungary, and Poland.
ANTISEMITISM
American troops took Vannes on the Bay of Biscay, southwest of Rennes.
On this day the Turkish motor-schooner Mefkure, in company with the Morina and Bulbul, set sail from the
port of Constantsa in Romania bound for Istanbul. The three vessels were carrying approximately 1,000
people, mostly refugee Jews from Romania, Poland and Hungary. Flying the Turkish flag but with no
navigation lights, the Mefkure was hit by 3 torpedoes and artillery shells from an unidentified submarine
(perhaps German, perhaps Soviet) 25 miles north-east of Igneada, floaters being machine-gunned in the water.

305 passengers died, 37 of whom were children.201
ANTISEMITISM
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11 of the floaters were able to evade the machine-gunning and would be picked up by the Bulbul —
5 of the Jews and 6 of the crewmembers.
Aircraft from two carrier task groups (Rear Admiral J.J. Clark and Rear Admiral A.E. Montgomery) and
cruisers and destroyers (Rear Admiral L.T. DuBose) bombed and bombarded enemy installations on Chichi
Jima and Haha Jima, Bonin Islands.
Fast Carrier Task Force was reorganized into First Fast Carrier Task Force, Pacific Fleet (Vice Admiral
M.A. Mitscher) and Second Fast Carrier Task Force, Pacific Fleet (Vice Admiral J.S. McCain).
Japanese naval vessel sunk: Transport #2, by carrier-based aircraft, 27 degrees 5 minutes North, 142 degrees
9 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
August 6, Sunday: Japanese forces on Guam began a fierce counterattack.
Germans began a counterattack against the Americans toward Avranches.
American forces captured Laval.
A suite from the incidental music to Masquerade by Aram Khachaturian was performed for the initial time,
over the airwaves of Radio Moscow.S
Carrier Bennington (CV-20) was commissioned at New York, New York.
German submarines sunk:
•
•
•
•

U-471, by Army aircraft, Toulon, France
U-642, by Army aircraft, Toulon, France
U-952, by Army aircraft, Toulon, France
U-969, by Army aircraft, Toulon, France
WORLD WAR II

201. At a first order of approximation there seems to be a remarkable similarity between fighting at sea and feeding fish.
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August 7, Monday: A news item relating to the development of ELECTRIC WALDEN technology:The Automatic
Sequence Controlled Calculator (known as Mark 1) was officially presented to Harvard University by IBM
(developed by Howard Aiken, it has already been working, since May).

ELECTRIC

WALDEN

Doce Preludios Americanos op.12 for piano by Alberto Ginastera was performed for the initial time, in Buenos
Aires.
The German army began a major counter-attack toward Avranches, reataking Mortain from the Americans.
The US submarine Seawolf (SS-197) landed men and supplies at Tawi Tawi, Philippine Islands.
Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Light cruiser Nagara, by submarine Croaker (SS-246), west of Kyushu, Japan, 32 degrees
9 minutes North, 129 degrees 53 minutes East
Frigate Kursagaki, by submarine Guitarro (SS-363), Philippine Islands area, 14 degrees 51 minutes
North, 119 degrees 59 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

August 8, Tuesday: Japanese forces occupied Hengyang.
Antti Verner Hackzell replaced Edwin Johannes Indegard Linkomies as prime minister of Finland.
Executions of the bomb-plotters began in Plötzensee Prison, Berlin. They were hung with wire nooses.
American troops entered Le Mans.
US troops under the command of George Smith Patton, Jr. captured Le Mans and reached Avranches.
Destroyers and land-based US Marine aircraft from Majuro in the Marshall Islands bombarded and bombed
Japanese positions on the island of Taro at Maloelap Atoll.
WORLD WAR II
August 9, Wednesday: American forces captured Le Mans.
WORLD WAR II
The submarine Seawolf (SS-197) landed men and supplies on Palawan, Philippine Islands.
United States naval vessel sunk: PT-509, by naval gunfire, off the Isle of Jersey, English Channel, 49 degrees
11 minutes North, 2 degrees 15 minutes West
August 10, Thursday: Organized Japanese resistance ended as American troops completed their reconquest of Guam
in the Marianas Islands.
Railroad workers struck in Paris paralyzing German troops movements.
WORLD WAR II
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August 12, Saturday, 6:20PM: The English were faced with many German brags about how they were going to destroy
England from across the channel by the use of a new secret weapon. They had therefore been experimenting
in the early use of “smart bombs,” by the repurposing of “war weary” bomber airframes. They were going to
take these old bombers and strip them down, and fill them with high explosive, and set them up so they could
be guided by radio remote control from a “mother” plane. Then an air crew was going to get the old airframe
into the air and into steady flight, turn over control of the plane’s speed and altitude and direction to the mother
plane flying nearby, arm the explosives, and bail out while still over British soil. On this day the American
pilot Joseph P. Kennedy, Jr., regarded as an experienced Patrol Plane Commander, and a fellow-officer, an
expert in radio control projects, were to take one of these “drone” Project Aphrodite guided bomber, a PB4Y1 Liberator loaded with 21,170 pounds of high explosives, up into the sky and to stay with it until two “mother”
planes had achieved complete radio control over this “drone.” They were then to bail out over England, leaving
the “drone,” under the control of the “mother” planes, to proceed on its mission — which was to culminate in
a crash-dive on its intended target, a V-2 rocket launching site in Normandy. The airplane in question was in
flight and routine checking of the radio controls was proceeding satisfactorily when suddenly two explosions
knocked this “drone” right out of the sky over Blytheburgh in Suffolk, England, resulting in the death of these
two crewmen who had had no chance to bail out. No final conclusions as to the cause of the two explosions
has ever been reached. (All told, there would be 19 such Aphrodite missions, not one of which would reach its
target. Technicians at the time were suspecting that there must have been something awry in the arming
system.)
Allied troops completed the conquest of Florence.
Americans retook Mortain while French troops captured Alençon, north of Le Mans.
Many retreating Germans were being killed in the ambushes and skirmishes of the Italian underground.
Just north of Pisa, between the towns of Lucca and Currara in the village Sant’Anna di Stazzema, the 6th
Panzergrenadieren “Reichs” was shooting on sight all partisans they came across. Believing that the
inhabitants of this village were partisan sympathizers, the SS started knocking on doors and shouting “Heraus!
Heraus!” The buildings were put to the torch, the church organ was riddled with machine-gun bullets, and the
christening font was blown apart with a grenade. After being collected in the village square, 560 people, 110 of
whom were children, were shot down, and their corpses doused with petrol and set alight.
WORLD WAR II
August 13, Sunday: George Smith Patton, Jr. directed his troops north toward Nancy and Metz, the most heavily
fortified part of the German army’s “West Wall.” He would, however, be kept from destroying a surrounded
German army at the “Falais Gap” when his British counterpart, Montgomery, would be so slow as to allow
much of the German army to make an escape.
American forces captured Nantes at the mouth of the Loire and took most of Argentan.
The US submarine Flier (SS-250) was sunk by external explosion in Balabac Strait, North Borneo. Japanese
submarine chaser #12 was sunk by US submarine Bluegill (SS-242) in the area of the Philippine Islands at 6
degrees 17 minutes North, 126 degrees 9 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
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August 14, Monday: Elbert Russell and Lieuetta Cox Russell celebrated their golden wedding anniversary.
American troops took most of St. Malo.
When 28 British bombers flew supplies from Italy to Warsaw in lieu of Soviet help, only 11 planes survived
and they managed to drop merely 5 tons of supplies.
Allies in France launched an offensive to destroy the Falaise pocket and simultaneously move on Paris.
United States naval vessel sunk: LST921, by submarine torpedo, English Channel, 51 degrees 5 minutes
North, 4 degrees 47 minutes West
Japanese naval vessel sunk: Transport #129, by submarine Cod (SS-224), Netherlands East Indies area,
4 degrees 17 minutes South, 126 degrees 46 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
August 15, Tuesday: Operation Dragoon, the general Allied subjugation of Southern France, began with Operation
Anvil, the landings themselves, as Allied troops ventured ashore between Toulon and Cannes. The assault was
preceded by heavy naval gunfire and aircraft attack. The operation was under the command of Vice Admiral
H.K. Hewitt, USN, Naval Commander Western Task Force and Commander Eighth Fleet, and the ground
forces were commanded by Major General A.M. Patch, US Army. After the landings, naval gunfire engaged
German coast defense batteries and continued to support the troops ashore. Allied (United States-Great
Britain-France) troops invaded southern France at St. Tropez and other points on the Riviera between Cannes
and Hyères.
British forces entered Tinchebray, west of Flers. A large number of Germans became trapped between British
and Canadians in the north and Americans to the south and initiated an advance toward the east.
United States naval vessel lost: LST181, by radio-controlled bomb, Southern France area, 43 degrees
25 minutes North, 6 degrees 50 minutes East; beached and abandoned
United States naval vessel damaged: Submarine chaser SC-1019, by explosion, Southern France area,
43 degrees 12 minutes North, 6 degrees 41 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
August 16, Wednesday: Canadian forces entered the ruins of Falaise and engaged the Germans there.
American troops took Chartres, southwest of Paris.
WORLD WAR II
Die Liebe der Danae, an opera by Richard Strauss to words of Gregor after Hofmannsthal, was performed for
the initial time, in an open dress rehearsal in the Salzburg Festspielhaus. The premiere would be canceled in
the aftermath of the bomb plot against Führer Adolf Hitler.
United States naval vessels sunk, Southern France area:
•

PT-202 and PT-218, by mines, 43 degrees 23 minutes North, 6 degrees 43 minutes East
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•

Motor minesweeper YMS-24, by mine, 43 degrees 25 minutes North, 6 degrees 43 minutes East

United States naval vessel damaged: LST391, by mine, Normandy area, 49 degrees 38 minutes North, 1 degree
37 minutes West
August 17, Thursday: Japanese resistance ended on Noemfoor (Numfoor) Island.
Two Red Army infantry divisions crossed into East Prussia at Schirwindt and planted the red flag (this was the
1st soil of pre-war Germany set foot upon by the Allies).
Canadian forces completed captured of Falaise.
American forces captured Orleans and Chateaudun, to the west, as well as Dreux, west of Paris. The Germans
in the St. Malo Citadel surrendered to the Americans.
Allied troops on the Riviera took St. Raphael, St. Tropez, and Fréjus.
The Gestapo and Milice in Lyon took 109 prisoners out to Bron Airport, where they shot them.
WORLD WAR II
August 18, Friday: Senator Harry S Truman had his initial meeting with President Franklin Delano Roosevelt, as his
running mate. You’re from, I hear, Missouri? And that middle initial, “S,” actually doesn’t stand for anything?
The Communist-controlled National Council of Poland declared Lublin as the temporary capital.
Poles from the north and Americans from the south closed the Falaise gap at Chambois, west of Paris, trapping
a considerable German force to the west.
The Red Cross entered Drancy a day after its evacuation by the Germans. This had been the main transit camp
for Jews from France to Auschwitz. 84,000 French Jews had been deported to the east. 500 survivors were
liberated.
ANTISEMITISM
2,453 French political prisoners were deported from Nancy to Ravensbrück and Buchenwald.
Pierre Schaeffer, under authority of the Resistance, went to the Studio d’Essai in Paris and “took possession
of the premises, personnel and means of the ex-Radiodiffusion nationale and the ex-Radio-Paris.”
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Ex ore innocentium, a motet for female chorus and piano or organ by John Ireland was performed for the initial
time, in Durham Cathedral.
Piano Concerto no.1 (performed as Fantasy for two pianos) by Roy Harris was performed for the initial time,
at Colorado College, Colorado Springs. Also on the program was the premiere of Harris’s Lamentation for
wordless soprano, viola and piano.
United States Amphibious Force Flagship Catoctin (AGC-5) was damaged by a horizontal bomber in waters
off Southern France, at 43 degrees 17 minutes North, 6 degrees 38 minutes East.
Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Escort Carrier Oraka, by US Submarine Rasher (SS-269), off northwestern Luzon, Philippine
Islands 18 degrees 16 minutes North, 120 degrees 20 minutes East
Light Cruiser Natori, by US Submarine Hardhead (SS-365), east of Samar, Philippine Islands
12 degrees 29 minutes North, 128 degrees 49 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

August 19, Saturday: George Smith Patton, Jr. reached the Seine River at Mantes.
US submarine Redfin (SS-272) laid mines off Sarawak, Borneo.
The Paris police sided with the Resistance and seized the Préfecture de Police, raising the tricolor and singing
the Marseillaise. The Resistance began attacking Germans on the streets of Paris, capturing 600.
WORLD WAR II
August 19/20: A Soviet offensive in the Balkans began with an attack on Romania.
WORLD WAR II
August 20, Sunday: Allied forces encircled Germans in the Falaise Pocket.
The Red Army began a major offensive from the Dnestr River along a front centered between Jassy (Iasi) and
Tiraspol into Romania. They destroyed 5 German divisions on the 1st day.
American troops entered Fontainbleau, south of Paris.
When Marshal Henri Pétain refused to retreat with the Germans from Vichy, they took him into custody.
In Lyon, 100 French men and women were taken by the Gestapo and shot to death and then their bodies were
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set afire.
Fantasia for piano and band by Roy Harris was performed for the initial time, at Colorado College, Colorado
Springs.
Flying from Kharagpur, India a XXth Bomber Command flight of 88 planes, headed for Yawata Iron and Steel
Works in Japan, was attacked by a Japanese Kamikaze suicide pilot who was able to down 2 of the bombers.
German submarine sunk: U-1229, by aircraft (VC-42) from escort carrier Bogue (CVE-9), North Atlantic area,
42 degrees 20 minutes North, 51 degrees 39 minutes West
WORLD WAR II
August 21, Monday: German forces began a last drive to break out of the Falaise trap.
Pierre Schaeffer began broadcasting from the Studio d’Essai, Paris.
American troops captured Aix-en-Provence.
Foreign ministers of the allied nations met at Dumbarton Oaks near Washington DC to create the United
Nations Organization.
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The 1,250-ton destroyer HMS Kite was escorting the Royal Navy aircraft carriers Vindex and Striker as they
protected a large convoy on its way to Northern Russia when the convoy was sighted by German aircraft.

Soon a U-boat pack was engaging the convoy and one of the U-boats was sunk by Swordfish aircraft while
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two others were sunk by other destroyers. During the action, however, the Kite was sunk by a torpedo. 10
officers and 207 ratings died.202
WORLD WAR II

August 22, Tuesday: Four Walls for piano and voice by John Cage was performed for the initial time, in Steamboat
Springs, Colorado.
Japanese naval vessels sunk: Frigate Sado, by submarine Haddo (SS-255), and frigates Matsuwa and Hiburi,
by submarine Harder (SS-257), Philippine Islands area, 14 degrees 15 minutes North, 120 degrees 5 minutes
East
Japan began conscripting women between the ages of 12 and 40.
Soviet troops took Jassy (Iasi), Romania.
Pierre Schaeffer broadcast a call to arms to the Resistance.
WORLD WAR II
August 23, Wednesday: American troops captured Melun, south of Paris and Evreux to the west, while the French took
Rambouillet, to the southwest. The Resistance had come to be in control of most of Paris, and freed all French
civilian captives in the city. However, the Germans attacked the Grand Palais in Paris, setting it afire. The
French 2d Armored (attached to George Smith Patton, Jr.’s 3d Army) entered Paris, where they discovered
explosive charges placed by the SS at the base of the Eiffel Tower.203
Nikolai Andreyevich Roslavets died of a heart attacked in Moscow, at the age of 63. The remains would be
buried in Vagankovsky Cemetery.
The Soviet Army reached the mouth of the Danube River.
As Soviet forces captured Vaslui, northeast of Bucharest, King Mihai of Romania and his advisors engineered
a coup d’etat in the capital, arresting pro-Axis prime minister Ion Antonescu and replacing him with
Constantin Sanatescu. As the Romanian Army followed suit, all Germans in Romania were captured or fled
the nation. King Mihai ordered a unilateral cease-fire and offered an armistice with the Allies, simultaneously
declaring war on Hungary for the return of Transylvania.
Italian partisans captured Baceno, an Italian mountain stronghold on the Swiss border.
202. Isn’t is curious, the macabre way these statistics are routinely kept? The number of officer deaths gets cited, then the number
of “ratings” deaths? Imagine trying to say to a “rating” who is going down for the third time, “Look, fellow, you’re obviously taking
this pretty hard –it’s your death and all that– but can’t you at least derive some consolation from the fact that this would have been
a significantly greater loss to us, had you been an officer? God must have loved you enlisted types, he made so many of you.
Soon you will lose consciousness — and then you’ll be a mere nameless, painless statistic who has given your life for your country!
Don’t sweat it, it’s the way things are. Come on now, at least you can hum a bit from ‘There’ll always be an England’....”
203. The American general Patton and the 3d Army were not allowed to enter the city due to politics. Then it would be allowed to
run out of gasoline and other essential supplies near the Meuse River because the majority of supplies had to be diverted to Field
Marshall Montgomery for his unsuccessful “Operation Market-Garden” in Holland — and despite that Patton would begin the
Lorraine Offensive.
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Allied troops reached Bordeaux.
Switzerland broke off diplomatic relations with Vichy France.
Destroyer and smaller naval vessels bombard enemy installations and positions on Aguijan Island, Marianas
Islands; bombardment was repeated daily until 26 August.
US naval vessel PT-555 was damaged by a mine near the Mediterranean coast of France, 43 degrees 19
minutes North, 5 degrees 30 minutes East. Two Japanese naval vessels were sunk, the destroyer Asakaze by
submarine Haddo (SS-255) in the vicinity of the Philippines, 16 degrees 6 minutes North, 119 degrees 44
minutes East, and minesweeper #22 by submarine Batfish (SS-310) near the Palau Islands, 8 degrees 9 minutes
North, 134 degrees 38 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
August 24, Thursday: The 6,754-ton passenger/cargo ship Tsushima Maru, of necessity unmarked and unlighted since
it was part of a convoy Namo-103, was evacuating 826 Japanese children, some of their schoolteachers, and
some of their parents from Okinawa to the mainland of Japan prior to the American landings in the Ryukyus
when it was sunk by the US submarine USS Bowfin just northwest of the island of Akuseki. Since the attack
was carried out between 10PM and 10:30PM, the children were probably all asleep. Anyway, the ship went
under in less than 15 minutes. 767 of the children drowned and 59 floated.United States naval vessel sunk:
WORLD WAR II
Submarine Harder (SS-257), by Japanese depth charges, off west coast of Luzon, Philippine Islands
August 25, Friday: Finland sued for an armistice with the Soviet Union.
The Red Army captured Tartu, Estonia.
Romania declared war on Germany.
British troops crossed the Seine River and took Vernon, northwest of Paris.
Canadian forces captured Elbeuf, south of Rouen.
American troops took Avignon.
Spain, Portugal, and Turkey broke off diplomatic relations with Vichy France.
The US embassy in Rio de Janeiro sent a response to Cordell Hull’s telegram of July 27th. The Brazilian
government would allow VillaLobos out of the country but for merely 3 months. He indicated that he would
not accept unless he would be allowed to visit other countries and unless the conducting engagements were
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definite.
2:30PM: The German commander of Paris surrendered the city.
4:00PM: General de Gaulle arrived in Paris and walked through a vast crowd to the Hôtel de Ville. A wave of
retributions swept over the city.
Japanese naval vessel sunk: Destroyer Yunagi, by submarine Picuda (SS-382), Philippine Islands area,
18 degrees 46 minutes North, 120 degrees 46 minutes East
(Between 1943 and 1947, as a member of a psychological warfare unit, Leon Edel was accompanying the US
and its Allies on their march from Normandy to the Rhine by way of Paris, and then into Germany. These were
the guys who were assuring us that Führer Adolf Hitler had only one testicle. Learning how to use
psychology in the service of war would come in handy for Leon in the postwar era, as it would become possible
for him to advance his academic career in American academies through the derogation of Henry Thoreau.)

WORLD WAR II
August 26, Saturday: On a bombing mission over Germany a US 8th Air Force B24 was hit by flak and crash-landed
some 90 miles south of Hanover. The American crew was captured and one of them was taken to the hospital
because he had broken his ankle. The other 8 new prisoners of war were put on a train to a POW camp. On the
way the train stopped at Russelheim, and the German guards paraded the American crew through the town for
townspeople to pelt them with stones and bricks — and shovels. Two of the airmen ran for their lives and
would escape, but the other six, battered so badly that they had become unconscious, were shot by the local
Nazi leader. (The corpses went into a common grave. After the war a number of the perps would be identified
and 5 would hang. Two would receive prison sentences of 30 years, one of 25 years, and two of 15 years.
The Red Army reached the Danube east of Galati.
Bulgaria announced its withdrawal from the war, and that German troops in Bulgaria would be disarmed.
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Allied forces in Italy began a general offensive. The British captured Pisa but the Germans held their defensive
line.
General de Gaulle led a ceremonial parade through Paris. Arthur Honegger recorded in his diary, “de Gaulle’s
procession. Fighting in the Montmartre cemetery. German bombing.”
Niels Bohr presented his memorandum on intentional control of nuclear weapons to President Franklin Delano
Roosevelt. Was this man going to allow somebody else have a say over something important that he himself
might be able to control? –Stay tuned.
A Japanese naval vessel was sunk off Palau Islands, Caroline Islands by our submarine Batfish (SS-310),
the destroyer Samidare.
WORLD WAR II
August 27, Sunday: Submarine Stingray (SS-186) lands men and supplies on north-west coast of Luzon, Philippine
Islands.
Soviet troops captured Focsani and Galati, Romania.
American forces took Château-Thierry, east of Paris.
3 months after the Normandy landings, the British desired to conduct a naval bombardment of the port of Le
Havre, which remained under German control. The 1st Minesweeping Flotilla had been sent from the
Mulberry harbor at Arromanches to sweep a channel through the fields of magnetic mines off Cap d’Antifer,
so the battleship Warspite could get its big guns in closer to the French coast. The mineweepers, led by HMS
Jason and including HMS Britomart, HMS Hussar, and HMS Salamander, with the trawler Colsay, had
already completed four days of this necessary labor in excellent weather when, at 1:30PM on a beautiful
Sunday, swooping out of the dazzle of the sun came 16 Typhoons of the Royal Air Force, accompanied by a
Polish squadron of Spitfires, and directed their rockets at HMS Britomart. The planes wheeled in the sky and
came back down a 2nd time, this time directing their rockets at HMS Salamander and HMS Hussar. By just
after 1:40PM, the Allied planes had set two Allied vessels on fire and the vessels were on their way down, and
had set a 3rd Allied vessel on fire. At this point the floaters came under shelling from German shore batteries.
78 officers and ratings died and 149 were wounded. Those who survived would be ordered to “keep their
mouths shut about the whole affair.”
WORLD WAR II
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August 28, Monday: Liberation of Marseilles/Toulon.
Over the following 2 days, Ambon in the Dutch East Indies would be destroyed by allied bombers.
Soviet forces took Braila, Romania, northeast of Bucharest.
Ernst Thaelmann, former leader of the German Communist Party, was shot at Buchenwald after more than 10
years imprisonment. Meanwhile, Allied bombs dropped accidentally on Buchenwald kill Princess Matilda,
daughter of the King of Italy and Marcel Michelin, the tire manufacturer.
While Allied troops occupied Marseille and Toulon, taking 47,000 Germans prisoner, in Paris Charles de
Gaulle became provisional president of France.
Of 97 V-1s sent by the Germans toward London on this day, only 4 exploded in the city limits: 3 had fallen
short, 2 had struck barrage balloons, and 88 were shot down by air and anti-aircraft defenses.
Japanese naval vessel sunk: Submarine chaser #77, by Army aircraft, Kurile Islands area
WORLD WAR II
August 29, Tuesday: There was a court of inquiry at Arromanches into the appalling blunder that had been committed
that Sunday, when Allied warplanes had fired their rockets at Allied minesweepers off the Cap d’Antifer. It
seemed there had been “an error in communications.” Hey, mistakes happen, and guess what, the 78 who were
killed are going to stay killed, and guess what, the 149 who were wounded are going to stay wounded, and
meanwhile we’ve got a war going on here, folks, so let’s just drop this right here — and get on with our agenda!
The Slovak uprising began.
Soviet troops took Constanta on the Black Sea east of Bucharest and Buzau, northeast of the capital.
The Bulgarian cabinet voted to abolish all anti-Jewish legislation as of September 5th. The final deportation
transports left Lodz.
ANTISEMITISM
Soviet and Polish communists announced the discovery of evidence of 1,500,000 murders at Majdanek.
Partisans declare a Czechoslovak Republic, taking Banska Bystrica and much of the area surrounding it to
Brezno, Zvolen and Rozomberok (Slovakia).
American forces captured Soissons, Reims, and Châlons-sur-Marne, north and west of Paris.
British planes bombed Königsberg (Kaliningrad) leaving 134,000 civilians homeless.
Late in August as German armies had been retreating eastward, units of the British 2nd SAS Regiment had
parachuted behind enemy lines in the Saulx Valley in the Meuse Department of eastern France and joined up
with the local French Maquis. Their 1st action, on August 28th, had been the ambush of a German staff car
carrying two officers and two NCOs. An SS officer sent several lorry loads of soldiers to the nearby village of
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Robert-Espagne and on this day the Germans first destroyed the telephone equipment at the local post office
to cut the village off from the outside world, and then rounded up 49 local Frenchmen and stood them three
deep with their backs to the embankment at the train station. Three machine-guns were put to use as the
womenfolk watched from the windows of adjacent houses. The SS ordered the women out of their homes to
gaze at the pile of corpses while their homes were torched. Then, at the nearby village of Couvonges, 26 men
were shot and 54 out of 60 houses torched, and at nearby Beurey-sur-Saulx, seven men were shot and the
church and houses torched, and at Mogeville, three more men were shot.
Japanese naval vessel sunk: Minesweeper #28, by submarine Jack (SS-259), off the Celebes, 2 degrees 3
minutes North, 122 degrees 28 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
August 30, Wednesday: Géza Lakatos replaced Döme Sztójay as Prime Minister of Hungary. The new government
announced it was ready to negotiate with the Soviet Union.
Soviet troops captured Ploesti, Romania the last source of crude oil for the Germans.
British forces took Beauvais, north of Paris.
The German army withdrew from Bulgaria.
The US submarine Narwhal (SS-167) landed men and supplies on the east coast of Luzon, Philippine Islands
WORLD WAR II
John R. Kellam and Agnes Carol Zens, a Washington secretary he had met at the Friends meeting three years
earlier, were wed. Shortly after the wedding, the couple would relocate to Toledo, Ohio, where John, who had
been doing city planning for the state of Maryland, had been hired as a city planner.

THE FALLACY OF MOMENTISM: THIS STARRY UNIVERSE DOES NOT

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

WORLD WAR II

WWII

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE
CONSIST OF A SEQUENCE OF MOMENTS. THAT IS A FIGMENT, ONE WE
HAVE RECOURSE TO IN ORDER TO PRIVILEGE TIME OVER CHANGE,
A PRIVILEGING THAT MAKES CHANGE SEEM UNREAL, DERIVATIVE, A
MERE APPEARANCE. IN FACT IT IS CHANGE AND ONLY CHANGE WHICH
WE EXPERIENCE AS REALITY, TIME BEING BY WAY OF RADICAL
CONTRAST UNEXPERIENCED — A MERE INTELLECTUAL CONSTRUCT.
THERE EXISTS NO SUCH THING AS A MOMENT. NO “INSTANT” HAS
EVER FOR AN INSTANT EXISTED.

August 31, Thursday: Senator Harry S Truman launched his vice-presidential campaign in Lamar, Missouri (his
birthplace).
The Soviet army entered Bucharest.
British forces captured Amiens.
American forces captured Verdun, approaching the Rhine River.
American troops crossed the Meuse River at Commercy, west of Nancy.
A Provisional Government for France set up operations in Paris.
Aircraft from a carrier task group under Rear Admiral R.E. Davison commenced a 3-day attack on Iwo Jima
and the Bonin Islands. There would be a bombardment by cruisers and destroyers on September 1st and 2nd
to augment these air strikes.
The US submarine Redfin (SS-272) landed supplies and evacuated certain personnel from Palawan Island,
Philippine Islands. The Japanese Minelayer Shirataka was sunk by US Submarine Sealion (SS-315) in the
Luzon Strait, Philippine Islands, at 21 degrees 5 minutes North, 121 degrees 26 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II

World War II

“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project
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SEPTEMBER 1944
September 1-4: Verdun, Dieppe, Artois, Rouen, Abbeville, Antwerp, and Brussels were liberated by Allied armies.
WORLD WAR II

September 1, Friday: Soviet troops took Calarasi southeast of Bucharest and reached the Bulgarian frontier at Giurgiu
on the Danube River south of Bucharest.
Yugoslav partisans began a week-long campaign of destruction of the transportation system, to confuse and
forestall a German retreat.
Canadian forces captured Dieppe, scene of their 1942 commando raid. British forces took Arras.
American troops took Verdun and Commercy while the French captured Narbonne on the Mediterranean and
St. Agrève, southwest of Lyon.
Submarine Narwhal (SS-167) landed men and supplies on east coast of Luzon, Philippine Islands.
United States Naval Operating Base, Saipan, Marianas Islands, was established.
United States naval vessel sunk: Motor minesweeper YMS-21, by mine, Southern France area, 43 degrees 6
minutes North, 5 degrees 54 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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September 2, Saturday: Allied forces entered Pisa.
The Polish Resistance in Warsaw was forced to give up the Old Town and retreat into the sewers.
Finland broke diplomatic relations with Germany and demanded that all Germans leave the country.
Canadian forces broke through the Gothic Line and reached the Conca River west of Cattolica.
Konstantin Vladov Moraviev replaced Ivan Ivanov Bagrianov as prime minister of Bulgaria.
As Allied troops captured Douai and Lens in northern France, British troops entered Belgium.
Anne Frank, and the other Jews found in the “secret annex” in Amsterdam with her, were taken away,
eventually to an internment camp near the town of Oswicum in Poland, that we know by its German name
“Auschwitz.”
ANTISEMITISM
The US State Department made a lengthy and cleverly worded public announcement about the case of the
American code clerk being held by the British, Tyler Gatewood Kent. Without actually leveling such an
accusation, it insinuated that the US public should not pay attention to Kent’s rights — as it would seem that
he must have been maybe spying for the Germans.204
WORLD WAR II

Ink-Sack
The squid, frightened or angry, shoots darkness
Out of her ink-sack; the fighting destroyer throws out a smoke-screen;
And fighting governments produce lies.
But squid and warship do it to confuse the enemy, governments
Mostly to stupefy their own people.
It might be better to let the roof burn and the walls crash
Than save a nation with floods of excrement.
— Robinson Jeffers

204. We play this sort of silly disinformation game alla time. Remember how in 2003 the Muslim chaplain at Camp Xray in
Guantánamo Bay was charged with treason, and taken away and put in leg irons and handcuffs in solitary confinement — and wound
up after a few months being prosecuted merely for porn and for adultery before finally all charges were dismissed?
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September 3, Sunday: The Antwerp/Brussels region of the low countries was seized by the Allied armies.
Prime Minister Moraviev of Bulgaria ordered a halt to the execution of political prisoners.
American forces captured Mons in Belgium while in the south, French troops entered Lyon. British forces
entered Brussels, and captured Tournai and Abbeville in northern France.
A cease-fire was agreed to by Finland and the USSR, to take effect on the following morning at 8AM.
Theme and Variations: The Four Temperaments for piano and string orchestra by Paul Hindemith was
performed for the initial time, in Boston. The soloist was Lukas Foss.
A naval task group under the command of Rear Admiral A.E. Smith, consisting of 1 carrier, 3 cruisers,
and 3 destroyers, struck at Japanese positions on Wake Island.
A United States naval vessel was damaged by a storm at sea: Submarine chaser SC-535, Southern France area,
43 degrees 17 minutes North, 6 degrees 38 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
September 4, Monday: Senator Harry S Truman delivered Labor Day speeches to AF of L and CIO audiences in
Detroit, Michigan.
It seemed like a good idea, so Finland and the Soviet Union agreed to stop shooting at each other.
Soviet troops took Brasov and Sinaia, north of Bucharest.
4 days of anti-government strikes and demonstrations began in Bulgaria. Most were violent.
British forces entered Antwerp. Allied troops captured Lille and Etaples in northern France as well as Louvain
(Leuven), Belgium.
WORLD WAR II
September 5, Tuesday: Figuring that they didn’t have enough on their plate, or that not enough people hated them
yet, or something, the USSR declared war on Bulgaria. Bulgaria broke diplomatic relations with Germany.
Stefan Tiso replaced Vojtech Tuka as prime minister of Slovakia.
British forces entered Ghent. American troops captured Charleroi and Namur.
The Benelux Customs Union was agreed to by their 3 governments-in-exile.
British planes bombed Le Havre, causing a firestorm and the deaths of 2,500 French citizens.
WORLD WAR II
Igor Stravinsky’s Scherzo à la Russe for jazz ensemble was performed for the initial time, over the NBC Blue
Network originating in New York City.
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September 6, Wednesday: The Red Army crossed the Danube into Yugoslavia at Kladovo, east of Belgrade. They
captured Ostroleka, north of Warsaw.
Hungary declared war on Romania.
British and Canadian troops took Ghent and Courtrai (Kortrijk), Belgium and Armentiers in northern France.
French troops captured Chalons-sur-Saône.
Aircraft from the fast carrier force of Vice Admiral M.A. Mitscher, composed of 16 carriers, with cruisers and
destroyers, struck Japanese aircraft installations and defenses on Yap, Ulithi, and the Palau Islands in the
western Caroline Islands group. Attacks would continue through September 8th.
WORLD WAR II
September 7, Thursday: The British government announced the end of the V-1 threat. It has been 7 days since the final
one landed.
US Army forces supported by naval vessels landed on Soepiori Island in the Schouten Islands off New Guinea.
The Japanese tramp steamer Shinyo Maru was loaded with US and Philippino POWs who had surrendered
near Lasang on the island of Mindanao. The commander of the Japanese guard had informed the prisoners that
if the ship were to be attacked at sea, he planned to kill all of them. When, off Mindinao, the ship took a torpedo
from the USS Barb, the guards attempted to machine-gun the prisoners as they jumped into the sea; some 20
who survived the sinking and the machine-gunning were picked up by another Japanese ship, aboard which
they were then executed. Other floaters would be able to make their way to Sindangan Bay in Mindano and
get in touch with Filipino guerrillas there who would be able to get on the radio and contact us. The USS
Norwhal would be dispatched at full speed to search for anyone who might still be alive — and would be able
to retrieve 81 other floaters. Summing it up, a total of 688 US and Filipino POWs perished.205

205. At a first order of approximation there seems to be a remarkable similarity between fighting at sea and feeding fish.
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The commander of the Barb, Eugene Bennett Fluckey, would, however, become a recipient of the
Congressional Medal of Honor.
WORLD WAR II

September 8, Friday: Japanese airplanes bombed Chengtu.
US forces complete the conquest of Biak Island, Netherlands New Guinea.
Romania declared war on Hungary.
American forces captured Besançon and Liège while the Canadians took Nieuport (Nieuwpoort) and Ostend
(Oostende).
The Belgian government-in-exile returned home to Brussels.
Malta ended blackouts.
The 1st German V-2 rocket bomb landed in London, killing 3 (the V-1 had been not a rocket but a ramjet).206
The V-2 would eventually kill 2,724 and injure 6,467.
WORLD WAR II

206. During World War II the Tower of London was being hit with incendiaries, high explosive bombs, and V-rockets. The only
buildings lost would be the Main Guard and the North Bastion. The demolition would be part of the wall built by King Henry III of
England. During the war, spies were shot in Mint Street.

LONDON
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September 9, Saturday: Aircraft from a fast carrier task force under Vice Admiral M.A. Mitscher commenced a 2-day
strike against Japanese shipping, facilities, and aircraft at Mindanao in the Philippine Islands.
Largely Communist soldiers and partisans overthrew the government of Prime Minister Konstantin Vladov
Moraviev of Bulgaria. The 1st Regency Council for 7-year-old King Simeon II was replaced by a council
consisting of Regents Ganev, Pavlov, and Boboshevski. They replaced Prime Minister Muraviev with Kimon
Georgiev Stoyanov. A pro-Axis Bulgarian government-in-exile was constituted in Germany under Prime
Minister Asen Tsolov Tsankov. All pro-German members of the previous government were taken into custody.
The Soviet Union agreed to send aid to Warsaw and allow the Allies to use Soviet airstrips.
German and Italian fascists signed an agreement with Italian partisans whereby Germans would withdraw
from Domodossola and surrounding valleys.
Canadian troops took Bruges (Brugge).
French forces captured Beaune, Le Cruesot, and Autun in Burgundy.
Provisional President Charles de Gaulle of France denominated himself Prime Minister.
WORLD WAR II
September 10, Sunday: A command designated as the United States Naval Forces France was established under Vice
Admiral A.G. Kirk with headquarters at Paris, France.
41 days after the beginning of the Warsaw uprising, Soviet forces began shelling and air attacks on German
positions near the city.
Finland and the USSR reached an armistice.
American forces captured Malmédy, Belgium and the city of Luxembourg.
Near the village of Roetgen, south of Aachen, the American Charles D. Hiller and the Belgian Henri Souvée
made themselves the initial Allied soldiers to entered Germany from the west.
United States naval vessel damaged: Minesweeper Seer (AM-112), by mine, Southern France area, 42 degrees
59 minutes North, 6 degrees 20 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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September 11, Monday: Communist leader Boleslaw Bierut assumed the presidency of a new provisional government
of Poland.
Bulgaria began releasing Allied prisoners of war.
South African troops took Pistoia, northwest of Florence.
Allied forces from the south reached Dijon. As French resistance fighters liberated the city, forces from the
Normandy and Riviera invasions met at Sombernon.
British troops entered the Netherlands near Bourg Leopold.
American bombers struck Chemnitz.
British bombers struck Darmstadt. 12,300 people die in the firestorm.
Prime Minister Winston Churchill and President Franklin Delano Roosevelt met in Québec.
Allied troops set foot on the soil of Nazi Germany.
Japanese Submarine Chaser #165 was sunk by US Submarine Albacore (SS-218) off Kyushu, Japan, at 32
degrees 20 minutes North, 131 degrees 50 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
September 12, Tuesday: American planes flew 2,400 sorties against the Visayan Islands in the Philippine Islands.
The Hungarian Communist Party was reconstituted.
The German garrison at Le Havre surrendered to the British.
The Greek government moved from Cairo to Caserta.
Aircraft from fast carrier task force (Vice Admiral M. A. Mitscher) commence 3-day attack on Japanese
airfields and shipping in the Visayas, Philippine Islands. On 14 September one carrier group (Vice Admiral
J.S. McCain) would shift operations to targets on Mindanao, Philippine Islands.
In Moscow, Romania signed an armistice with the USSR, Great Britain, and the United States. They agreed to
took part in the war, pay $300,000,000 of goods and raw materials to the USSR, ban all fascist organizations,
repeal all anti-Jewish laws, and revert to their 1940 borders. The Soviet Union took control of Bessarabia and
northern Bukovina.

READ THE FULL TEXT
United States naval vessels sunk: High-speed transport Noa (APD-24), by collision, Palau Islands area,
Caroline Islands, 7 degrees 1 minute North, 134 degrees 30 minutes East
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Motor minesweeper YMS-409 foundered off the Atlantic Coast.
A United States vessel was damaged by colliding with another vessel: Destroyer Fullam (DD-474), Palau
Islands area, Caroline Islands, 71 minutes North, 134 degrees 30 minutes East
Japanese naval vessels sunk: Destroyer Shikinami, by submarine Growler (SS-215), South China Sea, 18
degrees 16 minutes North, 114 degrees 40 minutes East
•

Frigate Hirato, by submarine Growler (SS-215), South China Sea, 17 degrees 54 minutes North,
114 degrees 49 minutes East

Le Havre was captured by Allied forces.
On September 4th, 2,218 Australian and British POWs who had survived the building of the Death Railway
had been marched the 3 miles from the Valley Road camp in Singapore to the docks to board the transport ships
Rakuyo Maru and Kachidoki Maru (this had been the US ship President Harrison before being salvaged by
the Japanese), bound for an internment camp on Formosa. At this point, in the South China Sea, the 3
transports, 2 tankers, and 4 escorting destroyers of this convoy were engaged by the American submarines
Growler, Sealion, and Pampanito. The fighting would continue into the following day. Torpedoes sank the
Rakuyo Maru and Kachidoki Maru. Among those who died were 33 men from HMAS Perth. There were 1,074
floaters, 141 of whom would be picked up by our submarines and by the USS Queenfish when it arrived on
the scene. The Japanese destroyers picked up 520 British floaters from the Kachidoki and 277 British and
Australian floaters from the Rokuyo, who would remain POWs. 1,144 British and Australian POWs had died.
WORLD WAR II
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September 13, Wednesday: US troops reached the Siegfried Line.
The 1st airdrop of Soviet supplies took place over Warsaw. The Red Army captures Lomza, northeast of
Warsaw.
American bombers attacked the synthetic fuel plant at Morowitz, near Auschwitz. Although destroying the
target, some bombs accidentally fell on the death camp, killing 15 SS and injuring 28 while killing 40 inmates
and injuring 65. Some bombs also fall on Birkenau, damaging the railway and killing 30 Polish laborers
(this had been entirely an accident, a “collateral damage”: although the Allies possessed overwhelming
evidence of the events of the death camps, they wasted zero bombs intentionally to put them out of action,
halting the mass extermination of Jews being no part of what we were about).
ANTISEMITISM
Arnold Schoenberg, on his 70th birthday, was required by law to retire from the faculty of the University of
California–Los Angeles.
The 1,850-ton destroyer USS Warrington (DD-383) was caught in a hurricane with winds of up to 130 knots
in the South Atlantic while on its way to Trinidad. The vessel came to a standstill off the Bahama Islands at 27
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degrees 0 minutes North, 73 degrees 0 minutes West when seawater, cascading through its ducts, flooded its
engine room. The heavy seas pounded the ship’s hull open and it rolled heavily to starboard. The order to
abandon ship was given. The Warrington rolled completely over and, its bow pointing up, quickly and silently
slid out of sight. A prolonged search by rescue ships was able to collect only 5 officers and 68 enlisted men.
248 had died.

Hey, it’s war, people die. We never bothered to assign this 1944 hurricane a name.
On this day another United States naval vessels also was sunk: High-speed minesweeper Perry (DMS-17),
by mine, Palau Islands area, Caroline Islands, 6 degrees 53 minutes North, 134 degrees 10 minutes East
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Japanese naval vessel sunk: Submarine chaser #55, by carrier-based aircraft, Philippine Islands area,
10 degrees 20 minutes North, 124 degrees 0 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
September 14, Thursday: Soviet and Polish forces captured Praga, just across the Vistula (Wista) River from Warsaw,
but made no attempt to cross the river.
The US submarine Pargo (SS-264) laid mines near Natuna Island in the South China Sea.
United States Coast Guard vessels sunk:
•
•

Cutters Bedloe (PC-128) and Jackson (PC-142), by storm off Cape Hatteras, North Carolina
Lightship #71, by storm, Vineyard Sound, Massachusetts

Japanese naval vessel sunk: Transport #5, by carrier-based aircraft, Philippine Islands area, 6 degrees 10
minutes North, 126 degrees 0 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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September 15, Friday: Soviet forces occupied Praga, near Warsaw, but again came to a halt.
American forces landed unopposed on Morotai Island in the Netherlands East Indies, but simultaneous 1st
Marine Division landings on Peleliu (Palau) Island in the Carolines met fierce Japanese resistance. The naval
operation was commanded by Vice Admiral T.S. Wilkinson, and the landing was preceded by several days of
intensive carrier-based aircraft bombing and ship gunfire bombardment. The heavy cruiser USS Indianapolis
(CA-35) participated in this operation.

The Marine landing itself was commanded by Major General W.H. Rupertus.
A naval task force under Rear Admiral D.E. Barbey landed Army troops under Major General J.C. Persons on
Morotai Island in the Netherlands East Indies. The assault was supported by the cruisers and destroyers of Rear
Admiral R.S. Berkey and aircraft from the escort carriers of Rear Admiral T.L. Sprague.
Submarine Stingray (SS-186) landed men and stores on Majoe Island, Molucca Sea.
Carrier Shangri La (CV-38) was commissioned at Norfolk, Virginia.
Japanese naval vessel sunk: Transport #3, by submarine Guavina (SS-362), Philippine Islands area, 5 degrees
34 minutes North, 125 degrees 23 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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September 16, Saturday: Second Quebec Conference attended by President Franklin Delano Roosevelt and British
Prime Minister Winston Churchill ended (it has been in session since September 11th).
American troops completed their conquest of Morotai Island.
A Polish advance across the Vistula (Wista) at Czerniakow was badly mauled by the Germans.
Soviet forces occupied the Bulgarian capital, Sofia.
American troops captured Beaugency, southwest of Orléans, along with 20,000 Germans.
A general strike took place on this day and the following one in Denmark, to protest German troops having
fired on a crowd in Copenhagen, wounding 29.
Michael Tippett’s motet for chorus acappella Plebs angelica was performed for the initial time, in Canterbury
Cathedral.
Marine Air Wings, Pacific was redesignated Aircraft, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific (Major General
F.P. Mulcahy) with headquarters at Ewa, Oahu.
United States naval vessel damaged: Destroyer Wadleigh (DD-689), by mine, Palau Islands area, Caroline
Islands, 7 degrees 51 minutes North, 134 degrees 39 minutes East. Japanese naval vessel sunk: Escort carrier
Unyo, by submarine Barb (SS-220), South China Sea, 19 degrees 18 minutes North, 116 degrees 26 minutes
East.
WORLD WAR II
September 17, Sunday: Supported by carrier-based aircraft and naval gunfire, US Army troops landed on Angaur in
the Palau Islands.
American forces landed on Angaur Island, south of Peleliu (Palau).
Operation Market Garden (an Allied airborne assault on Holland that would fail) began as Allied (United
States-Great Britain-Poland) forces moved into the Netherlands from Eindhoven to Arnhem. American
paratroopers landed at Grave south of Nijmegen while British troops landed near Arnhem.
Blackout restrictions were relaxed in London.
WORLD WAR II
In parliamentary elections in Sweden, the ruling Social Democratic Party lost 19 seats but retained its majority.
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September 18, Monday: An American attempt to extend their perimeter on Peleliu was thrown back by the Japanese
with heavy losses.
American forces captured Eindhoven. British forces moving up from the south linked with the Americans at
Eindhoven and Veghel.
While on trial in Rome, former prison director Donato Carretta was attacked by a mob of about 7,000 and
thrown into the Tiber where he drowned. His body was then hung from a prison window. An investigation
would exonerate Carretta in November, revealing that he had placed himself at risk to shield anti-fascist
prisoners.
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The 5,065-ton Japanese cargo ship Junyo Maru, which had been built in Glasgow by Robert Duncan &
Company but had at this point become a rust bucket, was en route from Java to Sumatra when hit by a couple
of tin fish from Lieutenant-Commander S. Maydon’s Triton-class submarine HMS Tradewind.

On board the Junyo Maru, unfortunately, were 1,377 Dutch and 64 British and Australian POWs, a few dozen
American merchant seamen, and 4,200 Javanese, intended for slave labor on a 220-kilometer railway line
being built on the island of Sumatra between Pakan Baru and Muaro. It was “standing room only” in the
prisoner holds. A total of 723 floaters would be retrieved by Japanese ships to do slave labor on this Sumatran
railway, and many of these men would not be able to last out the war. (For instance, of the approximately a
hundred Dutch nationals who survived the sinking, 10 would die doing slave labor.) However, 5,620 would
not be needing to perform any slave labor on any damned tropical railroad, as they had drowned.

WORLD WAR II
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September 19, Tuesday: Finland concluded an armistice with the Soviet Union and Great Britain. Finnish borders were
returned to those of 1940. Finland committed to disarm all German troops within the nation and surrender them
to the Soviets. Finnish airfields were placed at the disposal of the USSR and Finland agreed to pay
$300,000,000 in reparations.
Soviet troops took Valga on the Estonia-Latvia border. The Germans began the evacuation of Estonia.
3,000 Jews at the Klooga slave labor camp, and 426 at the nearby Lagedi camp, were shot.
ANTISEMITISM
A Polish attempt to relieve the remaining Poles in Czerniakow failed.
American forces captured Brest in Brittany.
A state of siege was declared in Copenhagen when Danish police resisted and fired on Germans who were
attempting to subdue and arrest them.
British troops linked with Americans in Grave and together they headed toward Nijmegen to the north.
Piano Concerto no.1 by Roy Harris was performed for the initial time in its orchestral setting, over the airwaves
of the Blue Network, conducted by the composer. Also on the program, Harris conducted the premiere of his
Rock of Ages for chorus and orchestra.
United States naval vessel sunk: PT-371, damaged by grounding, Netherlands East Indies area, 2 degrees 5
minutes North, 127 degrees 51 minutes East; sunk by United States forces
Japanese naval vessel sunk: Frigate Ioshima, by submarine Shad (SS-235), off Honshu, Japan, 33 degrees 40
minutes North, 138 degrees 18 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
September 20, Wednesday: Japanese resistance on Angaur (Palau) effectively ended.
4,000 Jews were deported from Theresienstadt to Auschwitz. They all appeared in the film “The Führer
Donates a Town to the Jews.”
ANTISEMITISM
British troops entered San Marino.
Allied (Great Britain/United States) forces captured Nijmegen with its bridges intact.
Charles, Count of Flanders, became regent for his brother, King Leopold III of Belgium, who retiredto
Switzerland.
American troops took Châtel south of Lake Geneva, and Lunéville west of Strasbourg.
WORLD WAR II
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September 21, Thursday: The transport Toyofuku Maru was carrying British and Dutch POWs from Singapore to
Japan, and had stopped at Manila to offload the sick and dying, and had come out of the port of Manila in a
convoy which had been at sea for three days. At this point it was engaged by US torpedo bombers. It took only
a few minutes for the ship to go down and for approximately 1,000 POWs trapped in the prisoner holds to
drown. There were fewer than 200 floaters.
Aircraft from 12 carriers (Vice Admiral M. A. Mitscher) commenced a 2-day attack against Japanese shipping
and airfields on Luzon, Philippine Islands.
American planes bombed the Manila area destroying 200 Japanese planes and much shipping in Manila Bay,
at the cost of 15 planes.
Urho Jonas Castren replaced Antti Verner Hackzell as prime minister of Finland.
The new government of Bulgaria proclaimed equality of women, religious freedom, civil marriage, and
separation of church and state.
Josip Broz Tito flew in a Soviet airplane to Romania and thence to Moscow. He would sign an agreement
allowing Soviet entry into Yugoslavia with the proviso that they needed to depart as soon as their task was
completed and the proviso that they would have no control over the partisans.
Roman Chief of Police Pietro Caruso, found guilty of providing execution lists to the Germans, was shot to
death by a firing squad.
Canadian and Greek forces captured Rimini on the Adriatic coast, 11 west of Florence.
Japanese naval vessels sunk, Philippine Islands area:
•
•
•
•
•

Destroyer Satsuki, by carrier-based aircraft, Manila Bay Oiler Sunosaki, by carrier-based aircraft,
Manila Bay
Surveying ship Katsuriki, by submarine Haddo (SS-255) west of Manila, 13 degrees 35 minutes
North, 119 degrees 6 minutes East
Coast defense vessel #5, by carrier-based aircraft, north of Masinloc, 15 degrees 25 minutes North,
119 degrees 50 minutes East
Auxiliary submarine chaser #39, by carrier-based aircraft, 12 degrees 18 minutes North,
122 degrees 46 minutes East
Minesweeper #7, carrier-based aircraft, 12 degrees 18 minutes North, 122 degrees 46 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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September 22, Friday: Finland broke off diplomatic relations with Japan.
Soviet troops captured Talinn, Estonia and Arad, Romania.
Allied troops took Elst, south of Arnhem.
Canadian forces captured Boulogne.
On the southwest coast of the island of Mindanao in the Philippine Islands, the submarine Narwhal (SS-167)
landed men and the materiels which they might need in order to kill other men.
The Allied armies entered Boulogne.
WORLD WAR II
September 23, Saturday: Naval task group (Rear Admiral W. H. P. Blandy) landed US Army troops at Ulithi Atoll in
the Caroline Islands near Yap (Micronesia).
Soviet forces reached the Baltic Sea at Pärnu, Estonia.
Finnish forces attacked Germans refusing to withdraw from northern Finland in accordance with the FinlandUSSR armistice.
George Rochberg, serving with American military forces, was wounded in Mons, Belgium.
WORLD WAR II
September 24, Sunday: Soviet and Bulgarian forces began an offensive against the Germans, south of the Danube
River, into Yugoslavia.
British troops were dropped onto the Greek mainland at Cape Araxos, west of Patras.
Toccata for organ and brass by Roy Harris was performed for the initial time, in the Busch-Reisinger Museum,
Cambridge, Massachusetts, the composer himself conducting.
The Seven Lively Arts, a musical revue with music partly by Igor Stravinsky, opened in Philadelphia.
Aircraft from 12 carriers (Vice Admiral M.A. Mitscher) attacked aircraft, ground installations, and shipping
in the Visayas, Philippine Islands.
United States naval vessel sunk: Motor minesweeper YMS-19, by mine, Palau Islands area, Caroline Islands,
6 degrees 53 minutes North, 134 degrees 10 minutes East
Japanese naval vessels sunk by carrier-based aircraft, Visayas area raid, Philippine Islands:
•
•
•

Torpedo boat Hayabusa, 13 degrees 0 minute North, 122 degrees 0 minutes East
Seaplane tender Akitsushima, 11 degrees 59 minutes North, 120 degrees 2 minutes East
Minelayer Yaeyama, 12 degrees 15 minutes North, 121 degrees 0 minutes East
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•

Submarine chaser #32, 12 degrees 15 minutes North, 121 degrees 0 minutes East

German submarines sunk: U-565 and U-596, by Army aircraft, Salamis, Greece
WORLD WAR II
September 25, Monday: Führer Adolf Hitler called up all remaining German males between 16 and 60 for service in
his armies.
Soviet troops took Haapsalu, Estonia on the Baltic Sea.
Yugoslav partisans took Banja Luka (Bosnia-Herzegovina).
Remnants of British forces in Arnhem were ordered to withdraw. At night 2,400 escaped, but 6,400 were
captured, thus ending the Arnhem adventure. British troops took Helmund and Deurne, east of Eindhoven.
Harvard Medical School announced that women would be accepted as students beginning in the following
Autumn semester.
The US submarine Nautilus (SS-168) landed supplies on Cebu, Philippine Islands.
United States naval vessel sunk: Minelayer Miantonomah (CM-10), by mine, Normandy area 49 degrees
27 minutes North, 0 degrees 17 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
September 26, Tuesday: Führer Adolf Hitler signed a decree creating a People’s Army. Every able-bodied male 16-60
was to be drafted.
British troops landed at Katacolon in Greece.
British forces took Turnhout, northeast of Antwerp.
Soviet troops occupied Estonia.
Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Submarine I-175, by destroyer escort McCoy Reynolds (DE-440), northeast of Palau Islands,
Caroline Islands, 9 degrees 19 minutes North, 136 degrees 44 minutes East
Minelayer Aotaka, by submarine Pargo (SS-264), off Borneo, 7 degrees 0 minutes North,
116 degrees 0 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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September 27, Wednesday: Soviet troops land on Vormsi Island off Estonia.
The last Warsaw resisters surrender. In the fighting for Warsaw, 15,000 Polish resisters and 10,000 Germans
were killed. The Germans begin 5 days of vengeance in which 200,000 Poles would be killed.
Evidently people weren’t dying in adequate numbers in the Philippine Islands. The submarines Narwhal (SS167) and Stingray (SS-186) offloaded some more tools with which to kill people, on the north coast of
Mindanao and the east coast of Luzon respectively.
When the Japanese transport Ural Maru was sunk by the USS Flasher, approximately a couple thousand
of the 2,350 on board drowned.
Another Japanese naval vessel was also sunk by submarine torpedo: Coast defense vessel #10, East China Sea,
29 degrees 26 minutes North, 128 degrees 50 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
September 28, Thursday: Supported by naval aircraft and gunfire, the Marines seized Ngesebus and Kongauru Islands,
north of Peleliu (Palau), to little resistance.
The Allied armies occupied Calais.
WORLD WAR II
September 29, Friday: The submarine Narwhal (SS-167) evacuated 81 Allied prisoners war from Sindangan Bay of
Mindanao, Philippine Islands. These men were survivors from the torpedoed Japanese ship Shinyo Maru.
Soviet troops land on Muhu Island off Estonia.
A German submarine was sunk: U-863, by naval land-based aircraft (VP-107), South Atlantic area, 10 degrees
45 minutes South, 25 degrees 30 minutes West
WORLD WAR II
September 29-October 1: Just south of Bologna is the massif of Monte Sole, part of the Apennines. Around this area
are dozens of small villages and towns such as Marzabotto, Sperticano, Cerpiano, San Martino, Creda, and
Casaglia. Although Italy had surrendered to the Allies a year earlier, Allied control did not extend to anywhere
near this area. The peasants, augmented by deserters from the Italian and German armies (ex Russian POWs),
therefore formed themselves into small partisan groups amounting in sum to around 1,200 men. Calling
themselves “Stella Rossa” (Red Star), they sniped at Italian Fascist and German soldiers, set up an occasional
ambush, and derailed freight trains. In their efforts to subdue this guerrilla front, the German SS executed
reprisal raids, indiscriminately executing whoever they rounded up in small Italian villages. As the British and
American armies fought their way north, at dawn on Friday, September 29, 1944, the SS surrounded a barn in
which a group of partisans were hiding. All the men, women, and children of the nearby village of Creda were
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summoned to the barn and after their valuables and money had been collected, were machine-gunned.
Grenades and incendiary bombs were thrown into the barn and the group of about 90 were left there to burn.
This scene was then repeated at each tiny village and farmlet the SS units passed on their march. Soon
hundreds of such fires could be seen on and around Monte Sole. During the three days of this rastrellamento
a total of around 1,830 Italian men, women, and children were killed by the SS. When the SS moved on and
relatives of the victims began to search out the bodies of their loved ones, some of them were killed in
explosions because the Germans had booby-trapped the corpses. The commander, one-armed Major Walter
Reder, an Austrian national, would be arrested by the Americans in Salzburg. In 1951, in an Italian military
court in Bologna, he would be sentenced to life imprisonment in the military prison at Gaeta. He would be
released in 1985 and would die in 1991.
WORLD WAR II
September 30, Saturday: The United States announced that Peleliu, Angaur, Negesbus, and Kongauru Islands (Palau)
had been completely occupied.
Canadian forces captured Calais.
The US submarine Nautilus (SS-168) landed materials and equipment with which to kill people, and evacuated
certain personnel from near Libertad, Panay, Philippine Islands.
A German submarine was sunk: U-1062, by destroyer escort Fessenden (DE-142), mid-Atlantic area, 11
degrees 36 minutes North, 34 degrees 44 minutes West
WORLD WAR II

September 30, Saturday, night: Concerto for oboe and strings by Ralph Vaughan Williams was performed for the
initial time, in Philharmonic Hall, Liverpool.
Near the small Dutch village of Putten, a group of Dutch resistance fighters ambushed 4 German soldiers. The
attack went wrong and although one of the Germans was taken hostage, the other 3 escaped to raise an alarm.
The German commander of the area, General Heinz Helmuth von Wuhlisch, ordered that all locals be arrested
and their village burned. Those immediately arrested were lined up in the village square. Hoping to save these
39 men, the resistance group released their hostage, a Leutenant Eggert. Of the 600 or so homes in the village,
87 were burned down, but all 589 of the village men would be taken by train into the Reich for use as forced
labour and by the end of the war only 49 of these 589 would remain alive.
WORLD WAR II
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OCTOBER 1944
October: While Friend John R. Kellam was working at city planning in Toledo, Ohio, the draft board there “didn’t
want any CO to be on their record.”
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So they reclassified me to 1A.

1A

WORLD WAR II

150 American POWs who were constructing an airfield on the island of Palawan in the Philippines for the
Japanese heard an air-raid alarm and were herded by their guards into an underground shelter. It was a trick
and the guards poured gasoline down. 142 were either burned to death or shot as they tried to climb out
(8 managed to sneak out a door at the rear and get away).
WORLD WAR II

WHAT I’M WRITING IS TRUE BUT NEVER MIND
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YOU CAN ALWAYS LIE TO YOURSELF

October 1, Sunday: The Kenedy Alien Detention Camp was converted into a POW camp run by the US Army.
A trainload of wounded and disabled German army veterans would soon arrive, guarded by American soldiers
who had been wounded in the Battle of the Bulge (among these German POWs would be my childhood friend
and benefactor, Hans Theodor Zink — an American citizen who had been taken back to Germany by his
parents and had grown into his adolescence in Hitler Germany, who had walked across the battle lines and
surrendered during the Battle of the Bulge).

The USSR entered Yugoslavia.
Office of Deputy Commander in Chief United States Fleet and Deputy Chief of Naval Operations
(Vice Admiral R.S. Edwards) was established.
Alejandro Córdova, publisher of Guatemala’s most important daily newspaper, El Imparcial, was murdered.
The conservative president Federico Ponce Vaides was blamed.
United States naval vessel sunk: Motor minesweeper YMS-385, by mine, western Caroline Islands area, 9
degrees 52 minutes North, 139 degrees 37 minutes East
United States naval vessels damaged:
•
•

Destroyer Forrest (DD-461), by collision, Southern France area, 43 degrees 20 minutes North,
5 degrees 20 minutes East
Destroyer Bailey (DD-492), by strafing, Palau Islands area, Caroline Islands, 6 degrees 59 minutes
North, 134 degrees 13 minutes East

World War II

“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project
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Japanese naval vessel sunk: Coastal minelayer Ajiro, by submarine Snapper (SS-185), northwest of Bonin
Islands, 28 degrees 11 minutes North, 139 degrees 30 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
October 2, Monday: The German Army crushed the Warsaw Uprising by killing 250,000 of the inhabitants of the city.
The Polish Home Army surrendered. Then, after waiting for 2 months while the Polish resistance in Warsaw
was being brutally crushed by the Germans, Soviet forces resumed their advance on the city.
American forces began an offensive against the Siegfried Line between Aachen and Geilenkirchen.
United States naval vessels damaged by storm, Palau Islands, Caroline Islands: LST129, LST278,
and LST661, 6 degrees 59 minutes North, 134 degrees 13 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
October 3, Tuesday: Soviet troops occupied Hiiuma Island off Estonia.
When British planes bombed the dikes protecting Walcheren Island, hundreds of meters of dikes were
destroyed and the sea rushed in, killing 125 Dutch islanders.
United States naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Destroyer escort Shelton (DE-407), by submarine torpedo Netherlands East Indies area, 2 degrees
33 minutes North, 129 degrees 18 minutes East
Submarine Seawolf (SS-197), accidentally by United States forces, off Morotai Island, Netherlands
East Indies
TIMELINE OF ACCIDENTS

Japanese submarine sunk: Submarine I-364, by destroyer escort Samuel S. Miles (DE-183), Palau Islands area,
Caroline Islands, 7 degrees 48 minutes North, 133 degrees 18 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
October 4, Wednesday: The Allied armies landed in Greece.British and Greek forces occupied Patras as the Germans
were withdrawing.
Soviet troops captured Pancevo across the Danube from Belgrade.
Allied planes bombed Prague for the initial time.
WORLD WAR II
Resigning after only a few weeks as director of Radio France, Pierre Schaeffer became technical adviser to the
Studio d’Essai.
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October 6, Friday: Soviet and Romanian forces began an offensive into Hungary, toward Budapest.
Prisoners revolted at Birkenau, organized by the Sonderkommandos. They blew up a crematorium and other
buildings, killing guards. It is doubtful that any escaped. As they were captured they were executed.Japanese
ANTISEMITISM
naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Gunboat Saga, by mine, off Hong Kong, 22 degrees 17 minutes North, 114 degrees 10 minutes East
Coast defense vessel #21, by submarine Seahorse (SS-304), South China Sea, 19 degrees
17 minutes North, 118 degrees 8 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

October 7, Saturday: Representatives of allied nations ended their meetings at Dumbarton Oaks near Washington DC.
They had agreed on an outline for a world security organization, to be proposed to the governments of China,
the US, the UK, and the USSR for approval.
WORLD WAR II
The end of the uprising by the Sonnderkommandos of Auschwitz.
ANTISEMITISM
October 8, Sunday: Land-based aircraft from the Marianas Islands increased the tempo of air strikes on Japanese-held
Iwo Jima in the Volcano Islands.
WORLD WAR II
Finnish forces took Kemi at the head of the Gulf of Bothnia, the last Finnish port still held by the Germans.
British troops took Corinth and Samos.
A meeting of representatives from Egypt, Syria, Transjordan, Iraq and Lebanon ends in Cairo. They sign a
protocol calling for the creation of an Arab League.
Capricorn Concerto for flute, oboe, trumpet and strings by Samuel Barber was performed for the initial time,
in New York. The work was named after the composer’s house in Mount Kisco, New York.
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First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt wrote, in The New York Times Magazine, that “December 7 was ... far from the
shock it proved to the country in general. We had expected something of the sort for a long time.”
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October 9, Monday: Cruiser and destroyer group (Rear Admiral A.E. Smith) bombarded coast defense positions on
Marcus Island.
Carrier Randolph (CV-15) was commissioned at Newport News, Virginia.
Canadian forces landed at Breskens opposite Flushing.
WORLD WAR II
October 10, Tuesday: The Battle of Leyte Gulf began with American raids on Japanese airfields from Japan to the
Philippines. 100 planes and large amounts of shipping were destroyed on Okinawa.
Soviet forces reach the Baltic Sea north of Memel (Klaipeda), cutting off German retreat.
During a German counterattack in Hungary, a group of Jewish slave laborers including György Ligeti found
themselves unattended near Nagyvárad. Over the following ten days he would be captured four times by the
Soviets, and four times would escape in the chaos. He would walk back to Kolozsvár to find his parents and
younger brother had been taken off to death camps.
ANTISEMITISM
Aircraft from fast carrier task force (Vice Admiral M.A. Mitscher) composed of 17 carriers, escorted by 5
battleships, 14 cruisers, and 58 destroyers bombed Japanese shipping and shore facilities on Okinawa and
other islands in the Ryukyus.
Japanese naval vessels sunk, Ryukyu Islands area:
•
•

Submarine tender Jingei, by carrier-based aircraft, 26 degrees 39 minutes North, 127 degrees
52 minutes East
Transport #158, by carrier-based aircraft, 26 degrees 38 minutes North, 127 degrees 52 minutes
East
WORLD WAR II

October 10-29: Soviet troops captured Riga.
WORLD WAR II
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October 11, Wednesday: Soviet troops occupied Szeged and laid siege to Kolozsvár, Hungary (Cluj-Napoca,
Romania).
A delegation sent in secret by Hungarian head of state Miklos Horthy signed a provisional cease-fire
agreement in Moscow. Hungary agreed to declare war on Germany and give up all acquisitions made since
1937.
New Zealanders crossed the Rubicon.
Miniatures for flute, oboe and piano by William Grant Still was performed for the initial time, in Chelsea Town
Hall, London.
Aircraft from 2 carrier task groups (Vice Admiral J.S. McCain and Rear Admiral R.E. Davison) attacked
airfields and other enemy facilities in northern Luzon, Philippine Islands.
United States naval vessel sunk: PT-368, by grounding, western New Guinea area, 1 degree 59 minutes North,
127 degrees 57 minutes East; sunk by United States forces
Japanese naval vessel sunk: Transport #105, by submarine Trepang (SS-412), off Honshu, Japan, 33 degrees
18 minutes North, 137 degrees 42 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
October 12, Thursday: Senator Harry S Truman began his official vice-presidential campaign tour, by railroad, with a
speech in New Orleans (the railroad car he used was named the “Henry Stanley” and perhaps the joke of the
day may have been “Dr. Livingstone, I presume?”).

Soviet forces took Oradea, Romania.
Soviets and Yugoslav partisans took Subotica near the Hungarian border.
The 3-year-old blackout restrictions in Leningrad were lifted.
British paratroopers land at Megara airfield near Athens as the Germans evacuated Piraeus. The British also
landed on Corfu. Vasilis Zannos, a minister in the National Liberation Front, together with Mikis Theodorakis,
disarmed the staff of the Luftwaffe. Their weapons were handed over to the Lord Byron student group, whose
members included Iannis Xenakis.
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String Quartet in a minor by Ralph Vaughan Williams was performed for the initial time, in the National
Gallery, London, on the composer’s 72nd birthday.
Carrier-based aircraft from Third Fleet (Admiral W.F. Halsey) commenced a 5-day attack against enemy
shipping, airfield facilities, and industrial plants on Formosa and northern Luzon, Philippine Islands. These
strikes met with intensive counterattacks by Japanese aircraft.
United States naval vessel damaged: Destroyer Prichett (DD-561), accidentally by United States naval
gunfire, Formosa area, 21 degrees 8 minutes North, 123 degrees 19 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
TIMELINE OF ACCIDENTS

October 13, Friday: Peleliu Island in the Palau Islands was secured.
American planes attacked Japanese installations on Taiwan over two days, October 12/13. At dusk the
Japanese artillery opened up against the American ships, damaging a carrier and a cruiser.
Soviet forces captured Riga.
The Tuvinian People’s Republic (Tuva) was incorporated into the USSR.
Arrests began in Romania of those suspected of war crimes. Three former ministers were arrested including
former Prime Minister Ion Gigurtu.
Germany lifted the state of siege that had been in place in Copenhagen since September 19th.
American troops entered Aachen and engaged the German forces in fierce street fighting.
Symphony no.2 by David Diamond was performed for the initial time, in Boston.
United States naval vessels damaged, Luzon, Philippine Islands and Formosa area:
•
•

Heavy cruiser Canberra (CA-70), by Japanese aircraft torpedo, 22 degrees 48 minutes North,
123 degrees 1 minute East
Carrier Franklin (CV-13), by Japanese Kamikaze, 22 degrees 55 minutes North, 123 degrees
12 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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October 14, Saturday: German troops evacuated Athens as British and Greek forces entered the city. The British
attempted to reinstate the government-in-exile but armed partisans refuse to accept the status quo ante.
Soviets and Yugoslav partisans began their assault on Belgrade.
American carrier-based planes and high level bombers from China attacked Taiwan for the 3d time in as many
days. Over the course of this 3-day battle, 500 Japanese planes had been destroyed.
As he was convalescing at his home in Herlingen, Field Marshall Erwin Rommel was visited by two generals,
emissaries of Führer Adolf Hitler, who offered him the choice of suicide or a public trial. He accepted the
cyanide thoughtfully provided by these two colleagues.

The Nürnberg Defense: “But I was only obeying orders!”
United States naval vessels damaged, in the Luzon, Philippine Islands and Formosa area:
•
•
•
•
•

Carrier Hancock (CV-19), by Japanese horizontal bomber, 23 degrees 30 minutes North,
121 degrees 30 minutes East
Light cruiser Houston (CL-81), by Japanese aircraft torpedo, 22 degrees 27 minutes North,
124 degrees 1 minute East
Destroyer Cowell (DD-547), by collision, 22 degrees 27 minutes North, 124 degrees 1 minute East
Destroyer Cassin Young (DD-793), by Japanese strafing, 22 degrees 30 minutes North 124 degrees
50 minutes East
Light cruiser Reno (CL-96), by Japanese kamikaze suicide aircraft, 22 degrees 30 minutes North,
124 degrees 50 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

October 15, Sunday: Japanese air forces launched strikes against American naval forces off Taiwan, damaging one
cruiser at the cost of many planes downed.
After Admiral Horthy proclaimed an end to fighting and called for action against German occupation troops,
German soldiers stormed the royal palace in Budapest, kidnapped Horthy’s son and forced him to appoint
Ferenc Szálasi as prime minister.
Soviet troops occupied Petsamo (Pechenga) on the Arctic Ocean and took Kolozsvár, Hungary (Cluj-Napoca,
Romania) after a four-day siege.
Polish troops took Gambettola, south of Ravenna.
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt proclaimed his government’s support for the “establishment of Palestine
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as a free and democratic Jewish commonwealth.”
Duo concertante for cello and piano by Norman Dello Joio was performed for the initial time.
Aircraft from carrier task group (Rear Admiral R.E. Davison) bombed targets in the Manila area, Luzon,
Philippine Islands.
Coast Guard Cutter Eastwind (AG-279) captured the German trawler Externsteine off the northeast coast of
Greenland.
Command designated Minecraft, Pacific Fleet (Rear Admiral A. Sharp), was established.
United States naval vessel damaged: Carrier Franklin (CV-13), by Japanese horizontal bomber, Philippine
Islands area, 16 degrees 29 minutes North, 123 degrees 57 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
October 16, Monday: British troops landed on the island of Lemnos in the Aegean Sea.
Ferenc Szálasi replaced Géza Lakatos as Prime Minister of Hungary and a reign of terror began. Between this
point and the end of the war 85,000 Hungarian Jews and thousands of political opponents would be killed.
ANTISEMITISM
Romanian Communists forced the government to resign. Prime Minister Sanatescu was retained but the new
government would include more Communists.
Vlorë was liberated by Albanian partisans.
The Red Army advanced in force into East Prussia towards Gumbinnen (Gusev, Russia) and Goldap (Poland).
Soviet troops took Nis, Yugoslavia.
Scenes from War and Peace, an opera by Sergei Prokofiev to his own words after Tolstoy, were performed for
the initial time, in a concert setting, in Moscow.
United States naval vessel damaged: Light cruiser Houston (CL-81), by aircraft torpedo, off Luzon, Philippine
Islands 20 degrees 54 minutes North, 125 degrees 9 minutes East
Japanese naval vessel sunk: Torpedo boat Hato, by Army aircraft, East China Sea, 21 degrees 49 minutes
North, 115 degrees 50 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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October 17, Tuesday: Aircraft from carrier task group (Rear Admiral R.E. Davison bombed Japanese airfields
on Luzon, Philippine Islands.
Army troops were landed on Suluan and Dinagat Islands at the entrance to Leyte Gulf, Philippine Islands.
American forces captured Suluan Island in the Philippines.
Hungarian head of state Miklos Horthy was taken under “protective custody” to Weiheim, Bavaria.
American troops took Venray, east of Eindhoven.
In their attempt to rid their country of Germans, Finnish troops captured Rovaniemi.
Aaron Copland’s work for chamber orchestra Letter from Home was performed for the initial time, over the
airwaves of the ABC radio network, originating in New York City.
The US submarine Narwhal (SS-167) landed supplies on the northeast coast of Tawi Tawi, Philippine Islands.
United States naval vessel sunk: Motor minesweeper YMS-70, by storm, off Leyte, Philippine Islands. 10
degrees 56 minutes North, 125 degrees 12 minutes East
United States naval vessel damaged: Minelayer Montgomery (DM-17), by mine, east of Palau Islands,
Caroline Islands, 10 degrees 56 minutes North, 125 degrees 12 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
October 18, Wednesday: The USSR announced that the Red Army had entered Czechoslovakia.
German troops recaptured Banska Bystrica from Slovakian partisans.
United States Naval Advanced Base, Le Havre, France, was established.
Dance Overture op.20 for orchestra by Vincent Persichetti was performed for the initial time, in Rochester,
New York, conducted by Howard Hanson.
Indian forces captured Tiddim, Burma (Myanmar), northwest of Mandalay.
Aircraft from 3 task groups of the Third Fleet (Admiral W.F. Halsey), including 13 carriers, attacked Japanese
installations and shipping in northern Luzon and the Manila area, Philippine Islands.
Cruiser task group (Rear Admiral J. B. Oldendorf) bombarded enemy shore installations on Leyte, Philippine
Islands.
Army troops landed unopposed on Homonhon Island and Dinagat Island at the entrance to Leyte Gulf,
Philippine Islands.
United States naval vessel damaged:
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•
•

High-speed transport Goldsborough (APD-32), by coastal defense gun, Leyte Gulf area, 10 degrees
57 minutes North, 125 degrees 2 minutes East
LST906, by grounding, off Leghorn, Italy

Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Auxiliary submarine chaser #95, by carrier-based aircraft, Luzon area, Philippine Islands
18 degrees 54 minutes North, 121 degrees 51 minutes East
Transports #135 and #136, by carrier-based aircraft, Luzon area Philippine Islands, 17 degrees
46 minutes North, 120 degrees 25 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

October 19, Thursday: American troops captured Bruyères, west of Strasbourg.
FOREVER AMBER, a novel by Kathleen Winsor, was banned in Boston.
The submarine Narwhal (SS-167) landed men and supplies on the southwest coast of Negros in the Philippine
Islands.
An American invasion force entered the Leyte Gulf in the Philippine Islands and began shelling landing
beaches on Leyte Island. American planes did serious damage to Japanese planes in the area. United States
naval vessels damaged, Leyte area:
•
•
•
•

Destroyer Ross (DD-563), by mine, 10 degrees 17 minutes North, 125 degrees 40 minutes East
Destroyer Aulick (DD-569), by coastal defense gun, 11 degrees 13 minutes North, 125 degrees
2 minutes East
Escort carrier Sangamon (CVE-16), by Japanese horizontal bomber, 10 degrees 46 minutes North,
126 degrees 23 minutes East
Salvage vessel Preserver (ARS-8), by Japanese horizontal bomber, 10 degrees 50 minutes North,
125 degrees 25 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

October 20, Friday: Theme and Variations for orchestra op.43b by Arnold Schoenberg was performed for the initial
time, in Boston.
British troops occupied Cesena, southeast of Bologna.
Seventy workers and students captured the fortress of the Guardia de Honor in Guatemala and distributed the
captured arms to their fellows. They opposed the reign of terror by conservative president Federico Ponce. By
5PM a new government was in place, partly organized by foreign diplomats.
The liberation of Belgrade.
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US Army forces landed on Leyte Island in the Philippines supported by naval gunfire and carrier-based
aircraft. The overall commander was General Douglas MacArthur, the naval commander was Vice Admiral
T.C. Kinkaid, and the ground troops were commanded by Lieutenant General W. Krueger. After the beachhead
was secure General “Dugout Dug” came ashore in the company of Philippine President Osmeña and his
cabinet.
Naval Operating Base, Guam, Marianas Islands, was established.
United States naval vessels damaged, Leyte area, Philippine Islands:
•
•
•

Light cruiser Honolulu (CL-48), by Japanese aircraft torpedo, 11 degrees 1 minute North,
125 degrees 7 minutes East
Destroyer Bennion (DD-662), by coastal defense gun, 10 degrees 50 minutes North, 125 degrees
25 minutes East
LST452, by coastal defense gun, 11 degrees 10 minutes North, 125 degrees 1 minute East
WORLD WAR II

The Committee of National Liberation was set up as the de-facto government of France.
The Greek government in exile under prime minister George Papandreou returned to Athens.
Soviet troops along with Yugoslavian partisans occupied Belgrade. Partisans took control of Dubrovnik.
Soviet, Romanian and Bulgarian forces took Debrecen, east of Budapest. Deportations of Hungarian Jews
resumed.
ANTISEMITISM
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October 21, Saturday: Massive German surrender at Aachen, seat of Charlemagne’s empire (that had been a long time
ago).
Walter Piston’s “Fugue on a Victory Tune” was performed for the initial time, in New York.
General Douglas MacArthur returned to the Philippines as promised.

Carrier-based aircraft (Rear Admiral G.F. Bogan) attacked Panay, Cebu, Negros, and Masbate, Philippine
Islands.
American troops captured Tacloban on Leyte Island in the Philippines.
Japanese resistance on Angaur (Palau) ended.
Olafur Thors replaced Björn Thordarson as prime minister of Iceland.
United States naval vessels damaged, Leyte area, Philippine Islands:
•
•

Transport Warhawk (AP-168), by collision, 10 degrees 57 minutes North, 125 degrees 2 minutes
East
LST269, LST483, LST486, and LST704, by coastal mortars, 10 degrees 50 minutes North,
125 degrees 25 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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October 22, Sunday: President Osmeña re-established the civilian commonwealth government of the Philippines at
Tacloban on Leyte Island.
Soviet troops advancing across arctic Finland reached Norway.
Over the following 4 days 35,000 Budapest Jews of all ages would be marched out to dig anti-tank ditches for
the defense of the city. Thousands would be shot as they marched, or left to die.
ANTISEMITISM
The Antifascist Council of National Liberation was formed into a de facto government of Albania.
Enver Hoxha was named prime minister.
Canadian forces captured Breskens on the Scheldt estuary of the Netherlands.
Canadian troops took Cervia on the Adriatic Sea south of Ravenna.
Chant de libération for baritone, unison chorus and orchestra by Arthur Honegger to words of Zimmer was
performed for the initial time, at the Paris Conservatoire (the work had been composed in 1942).
Japanese naval vessel sunk: Auxiliary submarine chaser #5, by carrier-based aircraft, Leyte area, Philippine
Islands 12 degrees 55 minutes North, 121 degrees 35 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
October 23, Monday: The Soviet army entered East Prussia.
In Amsterdam, the Dutch resistance murdered SD officer Herbert Oelschagel. The German response, the next
day, would be to arrest 29 civilians and at gunpoint force pedestrians on the Apollonian to witness their
execution. Meanwhile, several buildings would be being put to the torch.
Eight countries including the United States, United Kingdom, and Soviet Union recognized the government
of Charles de Gaulle as the legitimate government of France.
“Passacaglia for piano” by Walter Piston was performed for the initial time, in New York.
Submarine Nautilus (SS-168) landed men and supplies on east coast of Luzon, Philippine Islands (operation
would continue on 24 and 25 October).
The Battle for Leyte Gulf (13-16 October) opened as United States submarines off Palawan Island sighted and
attacked the Center Force of three Japanese naval groups moving on Leyte in a major effort to drive United
States forces from the Philippines. Two enemy cruisers were sunk and a third severely damaged:
•
•

Heavy cruiser Maya, by submarine Dace (SS-247), 9 degrees 11 minutes North, 117 degrees
7 minutes East
Heavy cruiser Atago, by submarine Darter (SS-227), 9 degrees 28 minutes North, 117 degrees
17 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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October 23-26: During the battle of Leyte Gulf, Rear Admiral Inoguichi Toshihira 70,000-ton Japanese battleship IJN
Musashi took 6 torpedoes and 17 bombs from the 259 planes of Admiral Halsey’s IIId Fleet before it rolled
over and went under. Its admiral went down with it. Nearly half its crew of 2,200, a total of 1,023 counting the
admiral, died.207
The American light carrier USS Princeton, the escort carriers Gamber Bay and St. Lo, the destroyers Hoel and
Johnston, and the destroyer escort Samuel B. Roberts sank during the battle. From our 6 ships 898 died while
913 were wounded.
WORLD WAR II
October 24-25: Admiral Masami Ban’s 39,154-ton Japanese battleship IJN Fuso was badly damaged during the night
battle of Surigao Strait, Leyte by a torpedo from the American destroyer USS Melvin. It lost speed and fell out
of formation, then after half an hour, at 3:40AM, blew up and broke apart a short distance from the northern
tip of Kanihaan Island. The bow section was sunk by naval gunfire from the USS Louisville and the stern
section drifted with the current for some distance and sank half an hour later. Many of the Japanese floaters
refused rescue by US vessels.208 The Japanese destroyer Asagumo may have been able to pluck some of these
floaters out of the water, but anyway it itself was torpedoed at 7:21AM and went down with all on board. There
were Philippinos along the shore waiting to take vengeance on any Fuso crewmen who made it to the shallows.
Of this crew of just over 1,400 men, in all likelihood, there would not have been a single person to live out the
day. The IJN Yamashiro, flagship of Vice-Admiral Nishimura Shoji, was also sunk during this engagement. As
the formation entered the Strait, the ships were engaged by patrol torpedo boats and destroyers of the US Battle
Force under the command of Admiral Jesse B. Oldendorf. An escorting destroyer, the Yamagumo, was
torpedoed, blew up, and went down with all aboard. The Yamashiro was hit by 4 torpedoes, and when its list
reached 45 degrees the order was given to abandon ship. The order came too late, for a couple of minutes later
the ship abruptly capsized. Most of its crew of 1,400 died, and only 10 floaters would be picked up by the USS
Claxton.
WORLD WAR II

207. At a first order of approximation there seems to be a remarkable similarity between fighting at sea and feeding fish.

208. It had become rather common, also, for US sailors to refuse to pick up Japanese floaters, offering the explanation that if taken
aboard they would perhaps attempt some act of sabotage.
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October 24, Tuesday: American troops crossed from Leyte to Samar.
British troops entered Lamia, Greece.
Germans retook Gumbinnen in East Prussia (Gusev, Russia).
The Soviets captured Kirkenes, Norway on the Barents Sea.
As martial law ended in the Hawaiian Islands, habeas corpus was restored.
The Japanese freighter Arisan Maru was on its way home within a convoy of 17 ships out of Manila Bay in
the Philippines. In its holds were 1,800 American POWs, packed so tightly they could not lie down, who were
intended for use as slave labourers in the mines and factories of Japan.
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Four days out into the China Sea, at 3PM, the ship’s hull split from bow to stern as it was struck by 3 torpedoes
from the American submarine USS Snook.

The halves of the ship floated apart, to sink a couple of hours later. Almost all these Americans would drown.
Only 7 would manage to cling to wreckage, of whom 2 would be picked up by a Japanese destroyer and 5
would reach the Chinese coast.

The Battle for Leyte Gulf (23-26 October) continued. Carrier-based aircraft (Vice Admiral M.A. Mitscher)
located and heavily attacked the Japanese Center Force south of Mindoro in the Sibuyan Sea, and the Southern
Force steaming through the Sulu Sea, Some 180 enemy aircraft counterattacked United States forces and
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almost all were shot out of the sky although they did manage to sink one of the US light aircraft carriers. During
the night, the United States fast carriers moved north from San Bernardino Strait to be in a position for dawn
strikes against the enemy Northern Force. The Japanese Center Force moved through San Bernardino Strait
and south toward Leyte Gulf.
United States naval vessels sunk:
•

Light carrier Princeton (CVL-23), damaged by dive bomber, Battle for Leyte Gulf, 15 degrees
12 minutes North, 123 degrees 36 minutes East; sunk by United States forces
• Submarine Darter (SS-117), damaged by grounding, Bombay Shoal, Palawan Passage, Philippine
Islands.; destroyed by United States forces
• Submarine Tang (SS-306), by circular run of her own torpedo, north of Formosa
• Ocean tug Sonoma (ATO-12), by Kamikaze, Battle for Leyte Gulf, 10 degrees 57 minutes North,
125 degrees 2 minutes East
United States naval vessels damaged, Battle for Leyte Gulf:
•

•
•
•
•
•

Light cruiser Birmingham (CL-62) and destroyers Morrison (DD-560), Gatling (DD-671), and
Irwin (DD-794), by rolling against Princeton (CVL-23) while alongside, and by fragments from
her exploding magazines
Destroyer Leutze (DD-481), by horizontal bomber, 10 degrees 50 minutes North, 125 degrees
25 minutes East
Destroyer Albert W. Grant (DD-649), by naval gunfire, 10 degrees 27 minutes North, 125 degrees
25 minutes East
Oiler Ashtabula (A0-51), by aircraft torpedo, 11 degrees 3 minutes North, 125 degrees 22 minutes
East
LST552, by horizontal bomber, 11 degrees 11 minutes North, 125 degrees 5 minutes East
LST695, by underwater explosion, 8 degrees 31 minutes North, 128 degrees 34 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

In the Sibuyan Sea American planes sank a Japanese super-battleship:
•
•
•

Battleship Musashi, by carrier-based aircraft, Sibuyan Sea, 12 degrees 50 minutes North,
122 degrees 35 minutes East
Destroyer Wakaha, by carrier-based aircraft, 11 degrees 50 minutes North, 121 degrees 25 minutes
East
Submarine I-362, by destroyer escort Richard M. Rowell (DD-403), 9 degrees 45 minutes North,
126 degrees 45 minutes East

“A victory described in detail is indistinguishable
from a defeat.”
— Jean-Paul Sartre
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October 25, Wednesday: Great Britain, the United States, and several American republics recognized the Italian
government of Prime Minister Ivanoe Bonomi.
American and Japanese naval forces engaged in 3 separate incidents near the Philippines. In a surface action
in the Surigao Strait, the Japanese lost 6 ships without the Americans losing any. In the Philippine Sea east of
the San Bernadino Strait, the Japanese sank 4 American ships. This action saw the initial use of kamikaze
suicide flights by the Japanese (although 2-man suicide submarines had been being used all along, featuring
even at the initial attack on Pearl Harbor). In the Philippine Sea east of Luzon, American planes sank 4 ships.
Total Japanese losses this day numbered 4 carriers, 3 battleships, 6 heavy cruisers, 3 light cruisers and 10
destroyers. Henceforward the Japanese Navy would be unable to play a major role in the war.
Commander Ernest E. Evans’s USS Johnston (DD-557) and other destroyers, part of “Taffy 111,” a 13-ship
Task Force, were screening American escort carriers in the Surigao Strait of the Leyte Gulf when engaged by
Japanese Center Force battleships and cruisers. After launching all ten of its torpedoes at the Japanese heavy
cruiser Kumano, the Johnston was hit repeatedly by naval gunfire and its ammunition stores began to explode.
After 15 minutes it rolled over and went down. 46 of the crew had been killed by the enemy gunfire, 45 died
on the rafts of their injuries, and 92 of the 235 floaters would not be picked out of the water in time.
(Commander Evans would posthumously receive the Congressional Medal of Honor. A survivor would report
having seen the Japanese captain salute the Johnston as it had gone down.)

The USS Hoel (DD-533), an American destroyer, was engaged by Japanese Center Force battleships while
patrolling the entrance to Leyte Gulf. After taking over 40 hits, the destroyer rolled over and sank by the stern
with 252 deaths. 15 died on the rafts while awaiting rescue. 85 survived. During the same battle, LieutenantCommander R.W. Copeland’s escort destroyer USS Samuel B. Roberts was also sunk with 3 officers and 86
enlisted men dying. The Roberts was hit by a 14-inch salvo from an enemy battleship, and a hole 40 feet long
and 10 feet wide was opened in its port side. The 126 floaters would spend 18 hours in the oil-covered water
before rescue. (You can see memorials to the Hoel, Johnston, and Roberts at the Fort Rosecrans National
Cemetery, Point Loma, San Diego.)
Captain F.J. McKenna’s aircraft carrier USS St. Lo was sunk during this engagement by a Japanese Zeke-52
kamikaze. The plane came down at the St. Lo at 10.53AM. The ship’s magazines exploded producing an
enormous mushroom-shaped cloud. The ship went down at 11:25AM and 126 died. Its escort destroyer, the
USS Dennis, picked up 434 floaters.
The Battle for Leyte Gulf (13-16 October) continued. Japanese Southern Force entered Surigao Strait where
it was engaged and virtually destroyed by Rear Admiral J.B. Oldendorf’s force of battleships, cruisers,
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destroyers, and motor torpedo boats (Battle of Surigao Strait). Meanwhile, the Japanese Center Force,
including 4 battleships and 5 cruisers, having passed into the Philippine Sea during the night, attacked 6 escort
carriers and screening vessels commanded by Rear Admiral C.A.F. Sprague (Battle off Samar). After inflicting
severe damage on this light United States force, the enemy Center Force retired without molesting the landing
operations in the Leyte Gulf area. At the same time, carrier aircraft from Third Fleet (Admiral W.F. Halsey)
located and struck the Japanese Northern Force. Four Japanese carriers and other vessels were sunk (Battle off
Gape Engano).
Submarine Nautilus (SS-168) landed men and supplies on the east coast of Luzon, Philippine Islands.
The United States and Great Britain resumed diplomatic relations with Italy.
United States naval vessels sunk, Battle for Leyte Gulf:
•

Escort carrier Gambier Bay (CVE-73), by naval gunfire, 11 degrees 31 minutes North, 125 degrees
12 minutes East
• Destroyer Hoel (DD-533), by naval gunfire, 11 degrees 46 minutes North, 126 degrees 33 minutes
East
• Destroyer Johnston (DD-557), by naval gunfire, 11 degrees 40 minutes North, 126 degrees
20 minutes East
• Destroyer escort Samuel B. Roberts (DE-413), by naval gunfire, 11 degrees 40 minutes North,
126 degrees 20 minutes East
• PT-493, by coastal defense gun, 10 degrees 15 minutes North, 125 degrees 23 minutes East
• Escort carrier St. Lo (CVE-63), by kamikaze suicide aircraft, 11 degrees 10 minutes North,
126 degrees 5 minutes East
United States naval vessels damaged, Battle for Leyte Gulf:
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

Escort carrier Sangamon (CVE-26), by kamikaze suicide aircraft, 9 degrees 45 minutes North,
126 degrees 42 minutes East
Escort carrier Suwanee (CVE-27), by kamikaze suicide aircraft, 9 degrees 45 minutes North,
126 degrees 42 minutes East
Escort carrier Santee (CVE-29) by kamikaze suicide aircraft and submarine torpedo, 9 degrees
45 minutes North, 126 degrees 42 minutes East
Escort carrier White Plains (CVE-66), by kamikaze suicide aircrafts and naval gunfire, 11 degrees
40 minutes North, 126 degrees 20 minutes East
Escort carrier Kalinin Bay (CVE-68), by kamikaze suicide aircraft, 11 degrees 10 minutes North,
126 degrees 20 minutes East, and naval gunfire, 11 degrees 40 minutes North, 126 degrees
20 minutes East
Escort carrier Fanshaw Bay (CVE-70), by naval gunfire, 11 degrees 40 minutes North, 126 degrees
20 minutes East
Escort carrier Kitkun Bay (CVE-71), by kamikaze suicide aircraft, 11 degrees 10 minutes North,
126 degrees 20 minutes East
Destroyer Heerman (DD-523), by naval gunfire, 11 degrees 30 minutes North, 126 degrees
15 minutes East
Destroyer escort Richard M. Rowell (DE-403), by strafing, 10 degrees 5 minutes North,
127 degrees 10 East
Destroyer escort Dennis (DE-405), by naval gunfire, 11 degrees 40 minutes North, 126 degrees
20 minutes East

Japanese naval vessels sunk, Battle for Leyte Gulf:

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

WORLD WAR II

WWII

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Carrier Zuikaku, by carrier-based aircraft, 19 degrees 20 minutes North, 125 degrees 51 minutes
East
Light carrier Chitose, by carrier-based aircraft and surface craft, 19 degrees 20 minutes North,
126 degrees 20 minutes East
Light carrier Chiyoda, by carrier-based aircraft, 18 degrees 37 minutes North, 126 degrees
45 minutes East
Light carrier Zuiho, by carrier-based aircraft, 19 degrees 20 minutes North, 125 degrees 51 minutes
East
Battleships Fuso and Yamashiro, by surface craft, 10 degrees 25 minutes North, 125 degrees
20 minutes East
Heavy cruisers Chikuma, Chokai and Suzuya, by carrier-based aircraft, 11 degrees 30 minutes
North, 126 degrees 30 minutes East
Heavy cruiser Mogami, by carrier-based aircraft and surface craft, 9 degrees 40 minutes North,
124 degrees 50 minutes East
Light cruiser Tama, by carrier-based aircraft and submarine Jallao (SS-368), 21 degrees 23 minutes
North, 127 degrees 19 minutes East
Destroyers Asagumo, Michishio and Yamagumo, by surface craft, 10 degrees 25 minutes North,
125 degrees 20 minutes East
Destroyer Akizuki, by submarine Halibut (SS-232), 20 degrees 29 minutes North, 126 degrees
36 minutes East
Destroyer Hatsuzuki, by surface craft, 20 degrees 24 minutes North, 126 degrees 20 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

October 26, Thursday: An American attack north of Dulag on the island of Leyte was repulsed by the Japanese.
Meanwhile, at sea, the battle for Leyte Gulf (23-26 October) was winding down as carrier-based and Army
aircraft bombed the Japanese ships that had survived the previous days’ action and were attempting to retire.
United States naval vessels damaged, Battle for Leyte Gulf.
•
•

PT-131, by dive bomber, 9 degrees 0 minute North, 125 degrees 0 minute East
Escort carrier Suwannee (CVE-27), by dive bomber and Kamikaze, 9 degrees 37 minutes North,
126 degrees 53 minutes East

Japanese naval vessels sunk, Battle for Leyte Gulf:
•
•
•
•

Light cruiser Abukuma, by surface craft, 9 degrees 20 minutes North, 122 degrees 32 minutes East
Light cruiser Kinu, by carrier-based aircraft, 11 degrees 46 minutes North, 123 degrees 11 minutes
East
Light cruiser Noshiro, by carrier-based aircraft, 11 degrees 35 minutes North. 121 degrees
45 minutes East
Destroyer Hayashimo, by carrier-based aircraft, 19 degrees 5 minutes North, 121 degrees
50 minutes East

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

WORLD WAR II

WWII

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE
•
•

Destroyer Nowaki, by surface craft, 13 degrees 0 minute North, 124 degrees 54 minutes East
Destroyer Uranami, by carrier-based aircraft, 11 degrees 50 minutes North, 123 degrees 0 minutes
East
WORLD WAR II

October 27, Friday: Soviet troops took Uzhgorod, Czechoslovakia (Ukraine).
Canadian forces captured Bergen-op-Zoom.
A 5-man regency council took control in Hungary.
Aircraft from two carrier task groups (Rear Admiral F.C. Sherman and Rear Admiral R.E. Davison) attacked
enemy ships and installations in the Visayas and northern Luzon area, Philippine Islands.
US submarine Nautilus (SS-168) landed men and supplies on east coast of Luzon, Philippine Islands
United States naval vessels damaged, Leyte area, Philippine Islands:
•
•
•

Battleship California (BB-44), by strafing, 16 degrees 57 minutes North, 125 degrees 2 minutes
East
Submarine chaser PCER-848, by horizontal bomber, 11 degrees 11 minutes North, 125 degrees
5 minutes East
PT-523, by dive bomber, 11 degrees 15 minutes North, 124 degrees 59 minutes East

Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Destroyers Fujinami and Shiranui, by carrier-based aircraft Luzon area, Philippine Islands
12 degrees 0 minutes North, 122 degrees 30 minutes East
Transport #138, by submarine Kingfish (SS-234), Volcano Islands area, 25 degrees 22 minutes
North, 141 degrees 31 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

October 28, Saturday: Representatives of the Czechoslovak government-in-exile set up an administration in Chust.
Bulgaria signed an armistice with the Allies. Bulgarians were already fighting alongside the Allies.
British troops took Tilburg, northwest of Eindhoven. Polish troops captured Breda, west of Eindhoven.
71 civilians were killed in Antwerp by a V-1 rocket bomb.
The last deportation from Theresienstadt sent 2,000 Jews to Auschwitz. After 1,689 were gassed, as the
Germans began a systematic dismantling of any evidence of mass murder, meticulously prepared false death
certificates and other files were burned.
ANTISEMITISM
A Legend for Orchestra by Arnold Bax was performed for the initial time, over the airwaves of the BBC Home
Service, originating in The Guildhall, Cambridge.
Partita for violin, viola and organ by Walter Piston was performed for the initial time, at the Library of
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Congress in Washington DC.
The US Army Air Forces Aviation Psychology Program was formally extended to service in 11 air-force
convalescent hospitals. Captain Sidney W. Bijou was placed in charge of coordinating this program of testing,
classification, and training hospitalized personnel for further service.209
Armistice Agreement with Bulgaria.

READ THE FULL TEXT
Aircraft from carrier task group (Rear Admiral R.E. Davison) bombed Japanese shipping near Cebu,
Philippine Islands.
American troops captured Abuyog, Leyte.
United States naval vessel sunk: Destroyer escort Eversole (DE-404), by submarine torpedo, Leyte area,
Philippine Islands 10 degrees 18 minutes North, 127 degrees 37 minutes East
United States naval vessel damaged: Light cruiser Denver (CL-58), by Japanese Kamikaze, Leyte area
Philippine Islands, 10 degrees 57 minutes North, 125 degrees 2 minutes East
Japanese submarines sunk, Leyte area, Philippine Islands:
•
•

Submarine I-45, by destroyer escort Whitehurst (DE-634), 10 degrees 10 minutes North,
127 degrees 28 minutes East
Submarine I-54, by destroyers Gridley (DD-380) and Helm (DD-388), 10 degrees 56 minutes
North, 127 degrees 13 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

October 29, Sunday: Aircraft from carrier task group (Rear Admiral G.F. Bogan) struck Japanese airfields and shipping
in the Manila area, Philippine Islands.
Naval Operating Base, Leyte, and Naval Air Station, Samar, Philippine Islands were established.
United States naval vessel damaged: Carrier Intrepid (CV-11), by Japanese Kamikaze, Leyte area, 15 degrees
7 minutes North, 124 degrees 1 minute East
WORLD WAR II

209. Street, W.R. A CHRONOLOGY OF NOTEWORTHY EVENTS IN AMERICAN PSYCHOLOGY. Washington DC: American
Psychological Association, 1994
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October 30, Monday: Sonatina for flute and clarinet by Ernst Krenek was performed for the initial time, in Buenos
Aires. The work was an arrangement of his Sonatina for flute and viola.
3 new ballets were performed for the initial time, in the Library of Congress, Washington DC, to celebrate the
80th birthday of Elizabeth Sprague Coolidge: Jeux de printemps (six excerpts for chamber orchestra) op.243
by Darius Milhaud, Hériodade, an orchestral recitation after Mallarmé by Paul Hindemith, and Appalachian
Spring by Aaron Copland to a scenario by Graham.
Canadian forces completed a drive across South Beveland to the Walcheren Canal.
At Auschwitz, the German guards put the last batch of people to be gassed with Zyklon-B through their
habitual let-us-clean-you-up “shower chamber” drill.

On this day, Anne Frank and her sister, Margot Frank, were remanded from Auschwitz to the Bergen-Belsen
concentration camp.
ANTISEMITISM
United States naval vessels damaged, Leyte area, Philippine Islands:
•
•

Carrier Franklin (CV-13), by Japanese Kamikaze, 10 degrees 20 minutes North, 126 degrees
40 minutes East
Light carrier Belleau Wood (CVL-24), by Japanese Kamikaze, 10 degrees 20 minutes North,
126 degrees 40 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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October 31, Tuesday: The 5,355-ton SS Bremerhaven, which once upon a time in a world at peace had been a
refrigerated cargo ship, had been converted into a troop transport in 1942 and then into a hospital ship early in
1944. It had set out from the Latvian port of Windau at 5:30PM on October 29th, for Gotenhaven in the Bay
of Danzig. On board were 3,171, consisting of 1,515 wounded German soldiers on stretchers, 156 walking
wounded, 680 refugees, 511 workers of the Organization Todt, 200 SS guards, 42 medical staff, 22 anti-aircraft
gunners, and 45 civilian crew. At 9:30AM, while still about 60 miles from its destination, The ship was
engaged by 5 Russian planes. It was struck by an airborne torpedo and two bombs, one of which touched off
the ship’s ammunition store and set the ship on fire. Captain Grass gave the order to abandon ship. Rescue
boats were able to come alongside and offload 2,795 before the flames reached them. However, when the ship
rolled over, 113 soldiers, 289 refugees, and 8 crewmen died.
RAF planes attacked Gestapo headquarters in Aarhus, Denmark, killing 150 Germans, 20 Danes (mostly
informers) and one Danish civilian. Bombers flying at rooftop level destroy Gestapo records for a planned antiresistance sweep.
German troops evacuated Thessaloniki, stranding many Aegean garrisons.
Sebastian, a ballet by Gian Carlo Menotti to his own story, was performed for the initial time, in the
International Theater of New York City.
Japanese naval vessel sunk: District craft Kaiyo #6, by submarine Gabilan (SS-252) off Shikoku, Japan,
32 degrees 50 North, 134 degrees 21 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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NOVEMBER 1944
November: The initial batch of spent nuclear fuel was obtained from the reactors at Hanford for irradiation and
processing into an atomic weapon.

The Japanese home islands began to launch balloons from which high explosive devices were suspended,
to drift in the recently discovered “jet stream” in the general direction of America. Some 9,000 such devices
would be launched, and 342 bomb reports would be made in the US.
Goudsmit’s ALSOS mission obtained documents which implied that Germany’s rate of progress toward
an atomic weapon had slowed.
WORLD WAR II
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November 1, Wednesday: Submarine Ray (SS-271) landed men and supplies on west coast of Mindoro, Philippine
Islands.
American troops took Baybay on the western shore of Leyte.
Soviet forces took Kecskemet, south of Budapest.
British troops entered Flushing (Vlissingen).
United States naval vessel sunk: Destroyer Abner Road (DD-526), by Japanese Kamikaze, Leyte Gulf,
Philippine Islands 10 degrees 47 minutes North, 125 degrees 22 minutes East

United States naval vessels damaged, Leyte Gulf, Philippine Islands:
•
•
•
•

Destroyer Anderson (DD-411), by Japanese Kamikaze, 10 degrees 11 minutes North, 125 degrees
2 minutes East
Destroyer Bush (DD-529), by Japanese horizontal bomber, 10 degrees 13 minutes North,
125 degrees 21 minutes East
Destroyers Claxton (DD-571) and Ammen (DD-527), by Japanese Kamikazes, 10 degrees
40 minutes North, 125 degrees 20 minutes East
Destroyer Killen (DD-593), by Japanese horizontal bomber, 10 degrees 40 minutes North,
125 degrees 20 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

November 2, Thursday: 50,000 of Budapest’s Jews were sent on a forced march toward Austria. On the 6-day march
10,000 would die. In Budapest, some 1,000 Jews would be saved by Raoul Wallenberg.
ANTISEMITISM
Yugoslav partisans took Zadar in Croatia.
The last German troops left Greece. Blackout restrictions were lifted.
British forces took Flushing (Vlissingen) in fierce fighting.
The Allies captured Zeebrugge, Belgium.
Japanese aircraft bombed the United States airstrip, with planes on the ground, at Tacloban on Leyte in the
Philippine Islands (they would repeat this raid on the following day).
WORLD WAR II
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November 3, Friday: When 500 Jews from a Slovak labor camp reached Auschwitz, the apparatus to kill them was no
longer in existence.
ANTISEMITISM
A 3-man regency council for Hungary replaced the one set up during the previous week.
Turkey ended blackout restrictions.
US submarine Cero (SS-215) landed men and supplies on the east coast of Luzon in the Philippine Islands.
Japanese aircraft attacked air facilities on Saipan and Tinian in the Marianas Islands. The enemy made a series
of strikes in this area from which heavy bombing missions against the Japanese home islands were launched.
United States naval vessel damaged: Light cruiser Reno (CL-96), by submarine torpedo, Leyte area, Philippine
Islands 13 degrees 46 minutes North, 131 degrees 27 minutes East
Japanese naval vessel sunk: Destroyer Akikaze, by submarine Pintado (SS-387), South China Sea, 16 degrees
48 minutes North, 117 degrees 17 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
November 4, Saturday: The Axis forces in Greece surrendered.
Indians captured Kennedy Peak, south of Tiddim in Burma.
Soviet troops captured Szolnok southeast of Budapest, and Cegled to the west of Szolnok.
British forces took Geertruidenberg, southeast of Rotterdam.
WORLD WAR II
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November 5, Sunday: A Song of Thanksgiving for soprano, speaker, chorus, and orchestra by Ralph Vaughan
Williams was performed for the initial time, in a recording session at the BBC’s London studio (the recording
was intended for broadcast at the conclusion of the European war).
American and Japanese forces engaged in the hills near Limon on Leyte Island (American soldiers would
remember this as “the Battle of Breakneck Ridge”).
Two members of the Stern Gang killed Lord Moyne, British Resident Minister in the Middle East, in Cairo.
British troops landed at Thessaloniki.
Aircraft from fast carrier task force (Vice Admiral J.S. McCain) commence 2-day attack against Japanese
shipping and air installations on Luzon, Philippine Islands.
The Japanese heavy cruiser Nachi, in an attempt to escape American air raids on Manila harbor, headed for
the open sea, but Halsey’s Task Force 38 immobilized it just off Corregidor with bomb hits and a torpedo strike
in the starboard boiler room. The ship lay dead in the water the airplanes came back and dropped 5 torpedoes
at it. At 4:45PM the Nachi blew apart and sank. 807 crewmen died, and 74 members of the Japanese FifthFleet staff. There were 220 floaters.210
United States naval vessel sunk: PT-320, by Japanese horizontal bomber, Leyte area, Philippine Islands, 11
degrees 11 minutes North, 125 degrees 5 minutes East
United States naval vessel damaged: Carrier Lexington (CV-16), by Japanese Kamikaze, off Luzon, Philippine
Islands, 16 degrees 20 minutes North, 123 degrees 59 minutes East

Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•

Heavy cruiser Nachi, by carrier-based aircraft, Manila Bay, Philippine Islands

210. At a first order of approximation there seems to be a remarkable similarity between fighting at sea and feeding fish.
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•
•

Seaplane tender Notoro, by Army aircraft, off Singapore, 1 degree 18 minutes North, 103 degrees
52 minutes East
Patrol boat #107, by carrier-based aircraft, Manila Bay, Philippine Islands
WORLD WAR II

November 6, Monday: Soviet leader Stalin termed Japan an “aggressive nation.”
The submarine Gurnard (SS-254) laid mines off western Borneo.
WORLD WAR II
November 7, Tuesday: Americans took Bloody Ridge west of Dagami, Leyte after fierce fighting.
The Greek government ordered the dissolution of the two largest resistance groups.
Voting in the United States ensured the re-election of President Franklin Delano Roosevelt to an unprecedented
4th term as president (the parties remained virtually unchanged in the Senate, but Roosevelt’s Democrats made
strong gains in the House of Representatives). Senator Harry S Truman was elected as vice-president.
Adam Clayton Powell of New York was elected as the initial African-American Congressman (subsequent to
the Reconstruction Era).
United States Patrol Torpedo Boat PT-301 was damaged by accidental explosion in the vicinity of western New
Guinea, at 1 degree 15 minutes South, 136 degrees 23 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
TIMELINE OF ACCIDENTS

November 8, Wednesday: Japanese prime minister Koiso announced that they would be victorious on Leyte Island.
British troops took Fort White south of Tiddim, Burma.
The Germans began deporting Jews from Budapest to Austria, on foot.
ANTISEMITISM
German troops on Welcheren, Netherlands surrendered to Canadians.
United States naval vessel sunk: Submarine Growler (SS-215), unknown cause, west of Philippine Islands
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Japanese naval vessel sunk: Torpedo boat Sagi, by submarine Gunnel (SS-253), Philippine Islands area, 16
degrees 9 minutes North, 118 degrees 56 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

November 9, Thursday: American troops captured Château Salins, west of Strasbourg.
British troops captured Forli, southeast of Bologna.
Georges Suarez, editor of the pro-Nazi newspaper Aujourd’hui, was executed by firing squad in France.
German submarine sunk: U-537, by submarine Flounder (SS-251), Java Sea, 7 degrees 13 minutes South, 115
degrees 17 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
November 10, Friday: President Wang Ching-wei of Japanese-occupied China died as Japanese troops occupied
Kweilin and Liuchow.
Sex carmina Alcaei for soprano and 11 instruments by Luigi Dallapiccola was performed for the initial time,
over the airwaves of Italian Radio originating in Rome. The work was dedicated to Anton Webern on his 60th
birthday (which had been, actually, the previous December 3d).
A district court in Salt Lake City, Utah sentenced 20 men and 11 women to a year of no-nookie incarceration,
for the crime of polygamy.
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The USS Mount Hood (AE-11), commissioned on August 6, 1944, had come through the Panama Canal. It was
fully loaded with ammunition and explosives when it came to anchor in Seadler harbor at Manus in the
Admiralty Islands. There, only 4 months into its period of active duty, at 08:55 hours while ammo was being
offloaded to other vessels in preparation for the invasion of the Philippines, it blew up sending a smoke cloud
7,000 feet into the sky. The largest piece of this ship that would be found would measure 16 feet by 10 feet (no
statistic is available as to the largest fragment of human being that was found). Where the ship had been there
was a new trench on the harbor floor that was 300 feet long, 50 feet wide, and 35 feet deep. Its 295
crewmembers had disappeared. The blast also killed 49 and injured 371 on other ships in the harbor.
There were 18 survivors from the Mount Hood — these were of course men who had for one reason or another
been ashore at the time. Some suggest that this would have been caused not by our careless handling of
ammunition — but perhaps by some Japanese kaiten midget suicide sub that we just hadn’t noticed? Go figure.

? ? ?

TIMELINE OF ACCIDENTS

United States naval vessel sunk: PT-321, by grounding, Leyte area, Philippine Islands 11 degrees 25 minutes
Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Coast defense vessel #11, by Army aircraft, Ormoc Bay area of the Philippine Islands
Patrol boat #46, by submarine Greenling (SS-213), off Honshu, Japan, 34 degrees 30 minutes
North, 138 degrees 34 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

November 11, Saturday: The last German troops in Greece left the country.
The recording divisions of RCA and CBS ended their 2-year fight with the American Federation of Musicians
over recording practices. According to a contract signed on this day, a fee per recording sold would be paid to
the musicians union.
Aircraft from 3 carrier task groups (Rear Admiral F.C. Sherman) attacked a Japanese convoy in Ormoc Bay,
Leyte, Philippine Islands; 4 enemy destroyers and a minesweeper were sunk: Destroyers Hamanami,
Naganami, Shimakaze, and Wakatzuki and Minesweeper #30, by carrier-based aircraft, 10 degrees 50 minutes
North, 124 degrees 31 minutes East.
This had been a Japanese troop-replenishment convoy to Leyte Island, so we had been able to kill 10,000
Japanese soldiers at one fell swoop at the cost of 9 planes lost. Whee!
Cruiser and destroyer task group (Rear Admiral A.E. Smith) bombarded airfields and other enemy shore
installations on Iwo Jima in the Volcano Islands; bombardment commenced shortly before midnight and would
continiue on the following day.
WORLD WAR II
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November 12, Sunday: The 45,000-ton German battleship Tirpitz, sister ship to the Bismarck, had of course been
named after the man who had created of German High Seas Fleet, Grand Admiral Alfred von Tirpitz. Only
once during the war had the Tirpitz gotten its huge guns off, and that had been during September 1943 at the
bombardment of Spitzbergen to destroy the Allied supply bases there. The proud ship had been out of action
for 6 months following an attack by Royal Navy midget submarines. At this point the mammoth warship was
bottled up in the Altenfjord north of Oslo, Norway, the Tromsø Fjord. The Royal Air Force sent 32 Lancaster
bombers from the #9 and #617 Squadrons based at Lossiemouth, Scotland over the vessel at 14,000 feet loaded
with 12,000-pound “Tallboy” bombs. These gynormous bombs tore a 100-foot hole in the hull of the ship, and
it rolled over with keel uppermost trapping 971 of its crewmen inside, and went under. There were but 76
floaters.
80,000 leftists demonstrated in Rome in celebration of the anniversary of the Russian revolution, and against
the monarchy.
Pastoral for piano and english horn by Elliott Carter was performed for the initial time, in New York City, with
the composer himself at the keyboard.
United States naval vessels damaged, Leyte area, Philippine Islands: Repair ship Egeria (ARL-8) and Achilles
(ARL-41), by Japanese Kamikazes, 11 degrees 11 minutes North, 125 degrees 5 minutes East

Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Submarine I-37, by destroyer Nicholas (DD-449), south of Yap Island, 8 degrees 4 minutes North,
138 degrees 3 minutes East
Transport #139, by carrier-based aircraft, Manila Bay in the Philippine Islands
WORLD WAR II

November 13, Monday: Belgium carried out the 1st 2 death sentences against collaborators.
Three Pieces for violin and piano by Lukas Foss were performed for the initial time, in Carnegie Hall,
the composer himself at the keyboard.
Aircraft of 3 carrier task groups (Rear Admiral F.C. Sherman) commenced a 2-day bombing of enemy shipping
and facilities in the Manila area and in central Luzon, Philippine Islands.
Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•

Light cruiser Kiso, destroyers Akebono, Akishimo, Hatsuharu and Okinami, and auxiliary
submarine chaser #116, by carrier-based aircraft, Manila Bay, Philippine Islands
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•

Submarine I-38, by Coast Guard Cutter Rockford (PF-48), and minelayer Ardent (AM-340),
eastern Pacific area 31 degrees 55 minutes North, 139 degrees 45 minutes West
WORLD WAR II

November 14, Tuesday: Bulgarian and Yugoslav forces entered Skopje, Macedonia.
Two chamber works by Dmitri Shostakovich were performed for the initial time, in the Leningrad
Philharmonic Bolshoy Hall: Piano Trio no.2 op.67, with the composer himself at the keyboard, and String
Quartet no.2 op.68.
Piano Sonata no.3 by Ross Lee Finney was performed for the initial time, in Times Hall, New York City.
Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Auxiliary Kurasaki, by submarine Raton (SS-270), South China Sea, 17 degrees 27 minutes North,
117 degrees 43 minutes East
Coast defense vessel #7, by submarine Ray (SS-271), South China Sea, 17 degrees 46 minutes
North, 117 degrees 57 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

November 15, Wednesday: US Army troops supported by naval gunfire landed in the Mapia Islands off the northwest
coast of Netherlands New Guinea (West Irian).
WORLD WAR II
The University of Lublin conducted its first classes in 5 years.
String Quartet no.7 by Ernst Krenek was performed for the initial time, in the War Memorial Building
Auditorium in Indianapolis, Indiana.
November 16, Thursday: 263 civilians were killed in Antwerp by 10 V-1s.
WORLD WAR II
Sweden announced that the German minister to Sweden has been recalled and that Swedish police had begun
a roundup of Gestapo operatives in the country.
Ode to Friendship for orchestra by Roy Harris was performed for the initial time, in Madison Square Garden,
New York, the composer himself conducting.
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November 17, Friday: Juho Kusti Paasikivi replaced Urho Jonas Castren as prime minister of Finland.
Virgil Thomson’s orchestral suite Portraits was performed for the initial time, in Philadelphia, conducted by
the composer. The portraits included were: Bugles and Birds (Pablo Picasso), Cantabile for Strings (Nicolas
de Chatelain), Fugue (Alexander Smallens), Percussion Piece (Jessie K. Lassel), and Tango Lullaby (Mlle
Flavie Alvarez de Toledo).
The destroyer USS McKean was transporting 185 Marines from Guadalcanal to Bougainville when it took a
direct hit from a Japanese torpedo plane at the battle of Empress Augusta Bay. The ship’s after magazine,
containing depth charges, exploded and ruptured its fuel tanks. Minutes later its forward magazine blew and
the ship began to sink by the stern. 64 crewmen and 52 Marines died. Floaters were picked up by other ships.
United States naval vessel damaged: Attack transport Alpine (APA-92), by Japanese Kamikaze, Leyte area,
Philippine Islands 11 degrees 7 minutes North, 125 degrees 2 minutes East

Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•

•

Escort carrier Jinyo, by submarine Spadefish (SS-411), Yellow Sea, 33 degrees 2 minutes North,
123 degrees 33 minutes East
Submarine I-26, by aircraft (VC-82) from escort carrier Anzio (CVE-57) and destroyer escort
Lawrence C. Taylor (DE-415), Philippine Sea, 12 degrees 44 minutes North, 130 degrees
42 minutes East
Torpedo boat Hiyodori, by submarine Gunnel (SS-253), South China Sea, 16 degrees 56 minutes
North, 110 degrees 30 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

November 18, Saturday: American forces entered Metz.
British troops captured Jülich, west of Cologne.
Albanian partisans captured Tirana from the Germans.
United States naval vessels sunk:
•
•

LST6, by mine, Seine River, France
PT-311, by mine, Mediterranean area, 43 degrees 41 minutes North, 9 degrees 37 minutes East

Japanese naval vessel sunk: Submarine chaser #156, by submarine Spadefish (SS-411), Yellow Sea, 33 degrees
7 minutes North, 123 degrees 9 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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November 19, Sunday: British forces launched an offensive from India into Burma.
Aircraft from fast carrier task force (Vice Admiral J.S. McCain) struck Japanese shipping and aircraft in the
Luzon area of the Philippine Islands.
Units of the Seventh Amphibious Force landed US Army troops on Asia Island off the northwest coast of New
Guinea.
Japanese submarine sunk: Submarine I-177, by destroyer escorts Conklin (DE-439) and McCoy Reynolds (DE440), Palau Islands area, 8 degrees 7 minutes North, 134 degrees 16 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
November 20, Monday: French troops drove through the “Beffort Gap” to reach the Rhine River.
Führer Adolf Hitler left his headquarters at Rastenburg, East Prussia (Ketrzyn, Poland). He would never see
it again.
Allied troops captured Sarrebourg, west of Strasbourg.
A rather extraordinary weapon turned up at this point. A US Navy fleet oiler of 11,316 tons, the USS
Mississinewa (A0-59), was struck on the starboard side by something while at anchor in the harbor of Ulithi
Atoll, Admiral Halsey’s 3rd Fleet anchorage, Marianas Islands area, 10 degrees 6 minutes North, 139 degrees
43 minutes East. It contained 440,000 gallons of aviation fuel which made quite a blaze at 5:45 hours. From
the ship’s complement of 298, 3 officers and 47 enlisted men died, and 11 officers and 81 enlisted men were
wounded.211

We would discover this to have been done by a Japanese one-crazy-guy suicide sub! Go figure. Two such
kaiten212 had been launched from mother submarines I-36 and I-47 and had penetrated the safety nets across
the mouth of the harbor. One had run ashore and failed to explode and would be recovered by the US Navy,
enabling us to figure this out.(I guess the dead body of the pilot was inside it, as the records don’t say anything
about anybody being interrogated.)
The US submarine Gar (SS-206) landed supplies on north coast of Mindoro in the Philippine Islands.
Japanese naval vessel sunk: Minesweeper #38, by submarine Atule (SS-403), South China Sea, 21 degrees 21
minutes North, 119 degrees 45 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
211. Isn’t is curious, the macabre way these statistics are routinely kept? The number of officer deaths gets cited, then the number
of “ratings” deaths? Imagine trying to say to a “rating” who is going down for the third time, “Look, fellow, you’re obviously taking
this pretty hard –it’s your death and all that– but can’t you at least derive some consolation from the fact that this would have been
a significantly greater loss to us, had you been an officer? God must have loved you enlisted types, he made so many of you.
Soon you will lose consciousness — and then you’ll be a mere nameless, painless statistic who has given your life for your country!
Don’t sweat it, it’s the way things are. Come on now, at least you can hum a bit from ‘There’ll always be an England’....”
212. Kaiten means “Turning of the Heavens.” The crudely constructed device was a standard Type-93 24" torpedo that had been
sawn in half to elongate the mid-section to put in a canvas seat. In front of the suicide pilot was the usual 3,300 pounds of high
explosive and behind him the propulsion unit. The pilot’s entry point was a hatch under the torpedo’s belly — once he got in he
wouldn’t be concerned about getting out.
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November 21, Tuesday: Albanian partisans occupied Durazzo.
Occidental College in Los Angeles awarded an honorary Doctorate in Law to Heitor Villa-Lobos (this was his
1st public appearance in the United States).
Cruiser and destroyer task force (Rear Admiral J.L. Mccrea) bombarded Japanese naval air installations on
Matsuwa Island in the Kurile Islands.
Japanese naval vessels sunk: Battleship Kongo and destroyer Urakaze, by submarine Sealion (SS-315),
northwest of Formosa, 26 degrees 9 minutes North, 121 degrees 23 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
November 22, Wednesday: French troops took Mulhouse, just west of the Rhine.
Americans captured St. Dié, southwest of Strasbourg.
Marshall Tito granted amnesty to all Yugoslav followers of Dragoljub Mihajlovic who would surrender by
January 4th (this did not include members of the Ustashi).
Zoya, a film with music by Dmitri Shostakovich was shown for the initial time.
French forces captured Belfort.
Henry V, a film with music by William Walton, was shown for the initial time, at the Carlton, Haymarket,
London.
Aircraft from carrier group (Rear Admiral R.E. Davison) bombed enemy air facilities on Yap Island in the
Caroline Islands.
Japanese naval vessel sunk: Transport #151, by submarine Besugo (SS-321), South China Sea, 11 degrees
22 minutes North, 119 degrees 7 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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November 23, Thursday: Japanese resistance on Breakneck Ridge was broken as American forces took Limon on
Leyte Island.
Finland announced that all Germans had been cleared from Lapland.
American and French forces entered Strasbourg on the Rhine River.
The Canadian cabinet made 16,000 conscripts available for overseas duty (this was the first time Canadian
draftees were to be sent abroad).
Ode to Napoléon Buonaparte, for speaker, piano and string quartet by Arnold Schoenberg to words of Byron,
was performed for the initial time, in New York. This first performance was for string orchestra.
The US submarine Gar (SS-206) landed men and supplies on the west coast of Luzon in the Philippine Islands.
United States naval vessel damaged: Attack transport James O’Hara (APA-90), by Japanese kamikaze suicide
plane, Leyte area, Philippine Islands 10 degrees 57 minutes North, 125 degrees 2 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

November 24, Friday: During this period the New York Times made passing mention of the fact that the death toll of
European Jews stood already at some 5,500,000 persons and was still rising.But the owners of the newspaper
well knew that they could not afford to allow their editors to dwell on such a topic, as the American reader was
simply not prepared to pay any great deal of attention to such information — not about Jews, they
weren’t.Army aircraft based in the Marianas Islands made an initial raid on Tokyo by land-based bombers.
ANTISEMITISM
United States naval vessel damaged: Submarine chaser PC-1124, by dive bomber, Leyte area, Philippine
Islands 10 degrees 50 minutes North, 125 degrees 25 minutes East.
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Japanese naval vessels sunk: Submarine chaser No, 44 and transports #111, #141, and #160, by Army aircraft,
Cataingan Bay, Masbate Island, Philippine Islands
Japanese forces occupied Yungning, south of Liuchow.
The Red Army completed the conquest of Saaremo Island off the coast of Estonia.
Allied forces (mostly French) completed their captured of Strasbourg.
American troops crossed the Saar River north of Saarbrücken.
Scènes de ballet by Igor Stravinsky was performed for the initial time, in Forrest Theater, Philadelphia.
Circus Overture for chamber orchestra by William Schuman was performed for the initial time, in
Philadelphia.
Rounds for String Orchestra by David Diamond was performed for the initial time, in Minneapolis.
WORLD WAR II

November 25, Saturday: Demolition of the Auschwitz crematoria began.
A V-2 struck Deptford, killing 160.
A British submarine between Australia and Indonesia stopped a Japanese cargo ship. The crew fled,
abandoning a war cargo and 50 Indonesian civilians. The British then laid charges that blew up the ship, its
cargo, and its passengers.
At the battle of Leyte Gulf Japan had lost 26 ships but the US only 6, plus the Japanese heavy cruiser IJN
Kumano had been badly damaged and 56 of its crew had been killed and 99 wounded. Captain Hitomi Soichiro
had managed to get the ship to Manila for repairs, but on its next expedition into the sea and into the war, it
had been torpedoed by a US submarine. And again it had managed to limp back to a repair port. In fact it had
acquired a reputation and was being described as the “ship with nine lives.” So on this day, as it was enroute
to Formosa, it was engaged by Avenger planes of Air Group 80 off the carrier USS Ticonderoga and took 4
direct hits by 500-pound bombs that slowed it down considerably, but then it was engaged with aerial
torpedoes and took another 5 hits. It was listing at 45 degrees when the order to abandon ship was given. Then
there were 3 more torpedo strikes and 2 more bomb strikes. After it turned turtle the desperate seamen astride
its the hull and bobbing in the water around it were for some reason subjected to strafing by the American
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planes. At 5:15PM the keel disappeared into the waters. Of this ship’s crew of 1,036, its captain and 339
members of its crew died.
Aircraft from two carrier groups (Rear Admiral G.F. Bogan and Rear Admiral F.C. Sherman) bomb enemy
shipping and aircraft in central Luzon area, Philippine Islands. Japanese Kamikazes attacked United States
carriers.
United States naval vessel sunk: PT-363, by coastal defense gun, Netherlands East Indies area, 0 degrees 55
minutes North, 127 degrees 50 minutes East
United States naval vessels damaged:
•
•
•

Carrier Essex (CV-9), Intrepid (CV-11), and Hancock (CV-19), by Kamikazes, Luzon area,
Philippine Islands 15 degrees 47 minutes North, 123 degrees 14 minutes East
Light carrier Independence (CVL-22), by crash of friendly aircraft, Luzon area, Philippine Islands
15 degrees 58 minutes North, 125 degrees 14 minutes East
Light carrier Cabot (CVL-28), by Kamikaze, Luzon area, Philippine Islands 15 degrees 42 minutes
North, 123 degrees 9 minutes East

Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Heavy cruiser Kumano as above, by carrier-based aircraft, Luzon area, Philippine Islands 15
degrees 45 minutes North, 119 degrees 48 minutes East
Cruiser Yasoshima, by carrier-based aircraft, Luzon area, Philippine Islands 15 degrees 40 minutes
North, 119 degrees 45 minutes East
Destroyer Shimotsuki, by submarine Cavalla (SS-244), west of Borneo, 2 degrees 21 minutes
North, 107 degrees 20 minutes East
Transports #6 and #10, by carrier-based aircraft, Marinduque Island, Philippine Islands 13 degrees
32 minutes North, 121 degrees 52 minutes East
Coast defense vessel #38, by submarine Hardhead (SS-365), west of Luzon, Philippine Islands
14 degrees 22 minutes North, 119 degrees 57 minutes East
Patrol boat #38, by submarine Atule (SS-403), Luzon Strait, 20 degrees 12 minutes North,
121 degrees 51 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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November 26, Sunday: Soviet troops took Michalovce, Czechoslovakia.
The Jews who had been being used to drag the bodies from the gas chambers to the crematoria in Auschwitz
were murdered.
ANTISEMITISM
Sonata for solo violin by Béla Bartók was performed for the initial time, in New York.
Heitor Villa-Lobos conducted his music in Los Angeles at the beginning of a highly successful United States
tour.
The carrier Bon Homme Richard (CV-31) was commissioned in New York harbor.
Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Transport #161, by Army aircraft, Andaman Sea 16 degrees 0 minute North, 97 degrees 0 minute
East
Minesweeper #18, by Army aircraft, South China Sea, 16 degrees 52 minutes North, 108 degrees
38 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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November 27, Monday: 157 people in Antwerp were killed by a V-2.
The 3,828-ton Norwegian transport MS Rigel, under German control and part of a southbound convoy, was
engaged north of Namos by Fleet Air Arm planes from the British carrier HMS Implacable. The ship was
transporting 2,721 of whom 2,248 were Russian soldiers who had surrendered and were on their way to a POW
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camp in Germany. 1,833 died. Of the Russian POWs, only 415 would be recovered.

Destroyers bombarded Japanese positions at Ormoc Bay, Leyte Philippine Islands (this firing would continue
on November 28th).
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Japanese Kamikazes attack and damage 1 battleship and 2 cruisers in Leyte Gulf, Philippine Islands. Enemy
aircraft also strike airfields and aircraft on the ground at Saipan, Marianas Islands.
Organized enemy resistance on Peleliu, Palau Islands, ended.
United States naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Submarines Escolar (SS-294) and Shark (SS-314), Pacific Ocean area, reported as presumed lost
Submarine chaser SC-744, by Japanese Kamikaze, Leyte gulf area 10 degrees 44 minutes North,
125 degrees 7 minutes East

United States naval vessels damaged, Leyte Gulf, Philippine Islands:
•
•

Battleship Colorado (BB-45), by Japanese Kamikaze, 10 degrees 50 minutes North, 125 degrees
25 minutes East
Light cruisers St. Louis (CL-49) and Montpelier (CL-57), by Japanese Kamikazes, 10 degrees
50 minutes North, 125 degrees 25 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

November 28, Tuesday: Soviet troops captured Mohács, Hungary on the Danube near Yugoslavia.
An Albanian provisional government was established in Tirana.
The Belgian Chamber of Deputies gave Prime Minister Pierlot broad powers to deal with a wave of civil
unrest. Demonstrators objected to the disarming of resistance units.
The French government nationalized coal mines in the northern part of the nation.
The 71,890-ton battleship IJN Shinano had been converted into the world’s largest aircraft carrier and, with an
escort of 3 destroyers, set out into the Inland Sea of Japan to conduct sea trials. On board were its commander,
Captain Toshio Abe, and a crew of 2,514, plus about 300 shipyard workers and 40 civilian employees.
Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•

•

Submarine I-46, by destroyers Saufley (DD-465), Waller (DD-466), Pringle (DD-477), and
Renshaw (DD-499), Leyte Gulf, Philippine Islands 10 degrees 48 minutes North, 124 degrees
35 minutes East
Submarine I-365, by submarine Scabbardfish (SS-397), off Honshu, Japan, 34 degrees 44 minutes
North, 141 degrees 1 minute East
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•

Submarine chaser #53, by surface craft, Ormoc Bay, Philippine Islands 10 degrees 59 minutes
North, 124 degrees 33 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

November 29, Wednesday: Soviet forces crossed the Danube River downstream from Budapest. They also took Pecs
in southern Hungary.
As German forces withdrew, Albanian partisans entered Shkodër.
The IJN Shinano, world’s largest aircraft carrier, and its escort of 3 destroyers were spotted on the Inland Sea
off Tokyo Bay by Joseph F. Enright’s USS Archer-Fish submarine, which sent out a fan of 6 torpedoes, 4 of
which struck the enormous carrier on its starboard side. The ship developed a list of over 20 degrees and went
dead in the water. The escort vessels came alongside to rescue as many as possible of the men. The carrier went
under at 10:55 hours. 1,435 died and there were 1,080 floaters: 55 officers, 993 ratings, and 32 civilians.213
(Captain Toshio Abe had gone down with his ship. In a ceremony on March 1945, at Pearl Harbor,
Joseph F. Enright, the skipper of the USS Archer-Fish, would receive the Navy Cross. Off San Diego in 1968
his sub would be used as a target for a new type of torpedo fired by the nuclear submarine USS Snook.
–These are, one supposes, the fortunes of war.)
United States naval vessels damaged by Japanese Kamikazes, Leyte Gulf, Philippine Islands:
•
•
•

Battleship Maryland (BB-46), 10 degrees 41 minutes North, 125 degrees 23 minutes East
Destroyer Saufley (DD-465), 10 degrees 50 minutes North, 125 degrees 25 minutes East
Destroyer Aulick (DD-569), 10 degrees 35 minutes North, 125 degrees 40 minutes East

Japanese naval vessels sunk:
213. At a first order of approximation there seems to be a remarkable similarity between fighting at sea and feeding fish.

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

WORLD WAR II

WWII

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE
•
•
•

Carrier Shinano, by submarine Archerfish (SS-311), south of Honshu, Japan, 32 degrees 0 minutes
North, 137 degrees 0 minutes East
Submarine chaser #45, by Army aircraft, Leyte Gulf area, Philippine Islands 10 degrees 25 minutes
North, 124 degrees 0 minutes East
Patrol boat #105, by surface craft, Ormoc Bay, Philippine Islands 10 degrees 59 minutes North,
124 degrees 33 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

November 30, Thursday: Soviet troops captured Eger northeast of Budapest.
The Gloeden family, a husband and wife and the wife’s mother, had helped shelter in their flat some people
who were being sought by the Nazis, and had been arrested by the German Gestapo and of course tortured. On
this day, at the Plotzensee Prison in Berlin, the 3 were guillotined at 2-minute intervals (we don’t know who
got to go 1st and who had to wait until last).
HEADCHOPPING

WORLD WAR II
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DECEMBER 1944
December: Guy Davenport left high school early and enrolled at Duke University in Durham, North Carolina. He
would study art with Clare Leighton and graduate with a degree in classics and English literature.
Philip Van Doren Stern’s THE GREATEST GIFT, in which a man who wished that he had never been born and
was on the border of suicide came to an appreciation of the joy of living, was published with illustrations by
Rafaello Busoni, and appeared in Reader’s Scope.
Lieutenant Richard Milhous Nixon received orders to proceed from the Pacific theatre of war to the Bureau of
Aeronautics (BuAir) at Washington DC.
WORLD WAR II
December/January: The 7,000-ton Japanese passenger ship Oryoku Maru was transporting 1,619 American POWs,
mostly officers, to Japan. Marched through the streets of Manila from the Bilibid POW Camp to Pier 7 for
boarding, the prisoners were so crammed into the holds that there was standing room only. Also on board this
vessel were around 700 civilians, 100 crewmen, and 30 guards. Already overloaded, the Oryoku Maru then
took on about 1,000 Japanese seamen, the survivors of ships that had been sunk in Manila harbor. In this
condition the vessel was repeatedly attacked by US Navy carrier planes. The attacks continued over a period
of two days, and 286 US soldiers were killed. To keep from sinking, the Oryoku Maru ran itself aground in
Subic Bay in the Philippines.214
The surviving POWs swam ashore and were taken by truck and train to San Fernando and loaded on the
Enoura Maru and Brazil Maru. When the Enoura Maru reached the port of Takao on Taiwan, it was bombed
and approximately another 200 of the US POWs were killed. The surviving POWs would then all be loaded
aboard the Brazil Maru, which would sail for Japan on January 14, 1945. By their arrival at the port of Moji
in Japan a couple of weeks later, fewer than 500 of the original 1,619 would remain alive. Of these 500, 161
would succumb within the first month in Japan.
WORLD WAR II

214. At a first order of approximation there seems to be a remarkable similarity between fighting at sea and feeding fish.
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December 1, Friday: United States Naval Operating Base, Kwajalein, Marshall Islands, was established.
The remaining slaves in Auschwitz-Birkenau were transferred west.
ANTISEMITISM
6 Communist members of the Greek Provisional Government in Athens resigned. The cabinet dissolved the
communist guerrillas.
Tomasz Arciszewski replaced Stanislaw Mikolajczyk as president of the Polish government-in-exile in
London.
Concerto for Orchestra by Béla Bartók was performed for the initial time, in Boston. It was an immediate hit
with American audiences.
WORLD WAR II
December 2, Saturday: Krakauer Begrüssung by Hans Pfitzner was performed for the initial time, in Krakow (this
piece of music was dedicated to the Nazi governor of Poland, Hans Frank).
4 destroyers bombarded enemy positions at Palompon and northern Ormoc Bay, Leyte, Philippine Islands.
Another group of 3 destroyers (Commander J.C. Zahm) entered Ormoc Bay at night and was engaged by
Japanese aircraft, destroyers, and shore batteries; the action would continue during the 1st 2 hours of
December 3d.
The US submarine Gunnel (SS-253) landed supplies and evacuated Allied aviators from Palawan, Philippine
Islands
WORLD WAR II

December 2/3: During a US naval attack on Japanese shipping in Ormoc Bay, Leyte, the USS Cooper, the USS Allen
M. Sumner, and the USS Moale engaged with the destroyers IJN Kuwa and IJN Take. A torpedo from the Take
caused an explosion on the starboard side of the Cooper that broke the ship. It sank within minutes and 191
died. 168 floaters were picked up by PBY Catalina flying boats.
WORLD WAR II
December 3, Sunday: Civil War erupted in Greece as British troops and Greek police opened fire on a massive leftist
demonstration in Athens, killing 28 and wounding 100. The job of dispersing the crowd was completed with
tanks. Among the injured was Mikis Theodorakis, who was struck by a British rifle butt. Of the day he
remembers, “It was the first time I had seen so much blood.”
The Soviet Union set up a provisional government for Hungary with Béla Dálnoki-Miklós as prime minister.
The Red Army took Miskolc, northeast of Hungary.
American forces crossed the Saar near Saarlautern.
The British Home Guards, formed in 1940 to deal with an expected German invasion, was disbanded.

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

WORLD WAR II

WWII

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE
Following the gynormous explosion at the Port Chicago Naval Base, 50 black sailors of a racially segregated
stevedore group had gotten together and made some plans, and on this day they refused to load explosives onto
a Pacific-bound ship. They would face court-martial and be reduced to the lowest rank. 5 would be given 8
years in prison, 11 would be given 10 years, 24 would be given 12 years, and 10 would be given 15 years. The
public outcry would, however, be such that some months later all would be released — and this fun and games
of ammunition-loading would cease to be a “blacks only” affair.
TIMELINE OF ACCIDENTS

United States naval vessel sunk: destroyer Cooper (DD-695), by torpedo from undetermined source, Ormoc
Bay, Philippine Islands 10 degrees 54 minutes North, 124 degrees 36 minutes East
United States naval vessels damaged, Ormoc Bay, Philippine Islands:
•
•

Destroyer Allen M. Sumner (DD-691), by Japanese horizontal bomber, 10 degrees 54 minutes
North, 124 degrees 36 minutes East
Destroyer Moale (DD-693), by naval gunfire, 10 degrees 54 minutes North, 124 degrees
36 minutes East

Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Destroyer Kuwa, by naval gunfire, Ormoc Bay, Philippine Islands 10 degrees 50 minutes North,
124 degrees 35 minutes East
Coast defense vessel #64, by submarine Pipefish (SS-388), South China Sea, 18 degrees 36 minutes
North, 111 degrees 54 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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December 4, Monday: Civil War began in Greece as Athens was placed under martial law. A general strike began.
Thousands of mourners returning from funerals of those killed yesterday by police were fired on in Athens by
Organization X, a conservative group. A hundred people were killed or wounded.
Soviet troops crossed the Danube River at Vac, north of Budapest.
All German forces were pushed east of the Maas River by British troops.
2,000 tons of incendiaries were dropped on Heilbron. The firestorm killed 7,147.
United States naval vessel damaged: Destroyer Drayton (DD-366), by horizontal bomber, Leyte area,
Philippine Islands 10 degrees 0 minutes North, 125 degrees 0 minutes East
Japanese naval vessels sunk: Destroyers Kishinami and Iwanami, by submarine Flasher (SS-249), South
China Sea, 13 degrees 12 minutes North, 116 degrees 37 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
December 5, Tuesday: British forces began to counter Greek communist attempts to take Athens. They shelled
communist positions near Piraeus.
Soviet troops captured Vukovar, Croatia and Szigetvar, Hungary, west of Pecs.
Canadian forces took Ravenna.
The US submarine Hake (SS-156) landed supplies on Panay, Philippine Islands.
United States Naval Base, Tinian, Marianas Islands, was established.
United States naval vessels damaged, Leyte area, Philippine Islands:
•
•

Destroyer Drayton (DD-366), by Japanese Kamikaze, 10 degrees 10 minutes North, 125 degrees
20 minutes East
Destroyer Mugford (DD-389), by Japanese Kamikaze, 10 degrees 15 minutes North, 125 degrees
20 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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December 6, Wednesday: British planes began strafing Greek communists in Athens.
Nicolae Radescu replaced Constantin Sanatescu as prime minister of Romania. His cabinet included an
increased number of Communists.
United States naval vessel damaged: Tug ATR-1, by collision, Italian area, 41 degrees 27 minutes North, 12
degrees 40 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
December 7, Thursday: Convention on International Civil Aviation.

READ SOME EXTRACTS
The Seven Lively Arts, a musical revue with music partly by Igor Stravinsky, opened on Broadway.
William Grant Still’s Poem for Orchestra was performed for the initial time, in Severance Hall, Cleveland.
Army troops were landed on the eastern shore of Ormoc Bay, on the west side of Leyte Island, Philippine
Islands following bombardment by destroyers and rocket-firing landing craft of naval task group (Rear
Admiral A.D. Struble) — that is to say, these forces were landed behind the Japanese forces on the island.
United States naval vessels sunk, Leyte area, Philippine Islands:
•
•

Destroyer Mahan (DD-364), damaged by Japanese Kamikaze, 10 degrees 50 minutes North,
124 degrees 30 minutes East; sunk by United States forces
High-speed transport Ward (APD-16), damaged by Japanese Kamikaze, 10 degrees 51 minutes
North. 124 degrees 33 minutes East; sunk by United States forces

United States naval vessels damaged, Leyte area, Philippine Islands:
•
•
•

Destroyer Lamson (DD-367), by Japanese Kamikaze, 10 degrees 28 minutes North, 124 degrees 41
minutes East
High-speed transport Liddle (APD-60), by Japanese Kamikaze, 10 degrees 57 minutes North, 124
35 minutes East
LST737, by Japanese Kamikaze, 10 degrees 9 minutes North, 124 degrees 40 minutes East

Japanese naval vessel sunk: Transport #11, by Army aircraft, Leyte area, Philippine Islands 11 degrees 23
minutes North, 124 degrees 18 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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December 8, Friday: Pierre Boulez attended a class given by Olivier Messiaen at the home of Guy Bernard-Delapierre
in Paris.
Cruiser and destroyer task group (Rear Admiral A.E. Smith) bombarded Japanese air strips and shore batteries
on Iwo Jima in the Volcano Islands.
WORLD WAR II
December 9, Saturday: Soviet troops captured Balassagyarmat, north of Budapest.
The US government announced that it would reinstate the practice of drafting men between the ages of 26 and
37.
United States naval vessel damaged: Attack transport Cavalier (APA-37), by submarine torpedo, Luzon area,
Philippine Islands 14 degrees 48 minutes North, 119 degrees 18 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
December 10, Sunday: American forces captured Ormoc on Leyte Island.
British forces captured Indaw, Burma (Myanmar), north of Mandalay.
Uirapuru for chorus by Heitor Villa-Lobos was performed for the initial time, in Rio de Janeiro.
United States naval vessel lost: Patrol Torpedo Boat PT-313, by Japanese Kamikaze, Leyte area, Philippine
Islands 10 degrees 33 minutes North, 125 degrees 14 minutes East; beached and abandoned
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United States naval vessel damaged: Destroyer Hughes (DD-410), by Japanese Kamikaze, Leyte area,
Philippine Islands 10 degrees 15 minutes North, 125 degrees 10 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

December 11, Monday: Radio Moscow reported that the Finnish army has demobilized as part of the terms of the
armistice.
Off the coast of Limasawa Island, the destroyer USS Reid (DD-369) was escorting a supply convoy to Ormoc
Bay on the island of Leyte, Philippine Islands, 9 degrees 50 minutes North, 124 degrees 55 minutes East, when
it was sunk by a couple of Japanese Kamikazes. 104 died, not counting the two kamikazes. (On November 2,
1996 a commemorative ceremony would be held above the sunken vessel and the ashes of three of the
survivors, who had recently died, would be scattered on the waves.)

The US submarine Gar (SS-206) landed supplies on west coast of Luzon, Philippine Islands.
Another United States naval vessel was sunk: Submarine chaser SG-1059, by grounding, near Bahama Islands
WORLD WAR II
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December 12, Tuesday: Allied (Great Britain-India) forces begin a general offensive against the Japanese in the
Arakan Hills of Burma (Myanmar).
American troops captured Düren, southwest of Cologne.
Heitor Villa-Lobos arrived in New York by train from Los Angeles.
United States naval vessel damaged: Destroyer Caldwell (DD-605), by Japanese Kamikaze, Leyte area,
Philippine Islands 10 degrees 30 minutes North, 124 degrees 42 minutes East

Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Destroyer Uzuki, by surface craft, Leyte area, Philippine Islands 11 degrees 3 minutes North,
124 degrees 23 minutes East
Transport #159, by Marine and Army aircraft, Leyte area, Philippine Islands 11 degrees 20 minutes
North, 124 degrees 10 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

December 13, Wednesday: Greek communists attacked British installations in an around Athens but were driven off.
Wassily Kandinsky died in Neuilly-sur-Seine at the age of 78.
On the Town, a musical by Leonard Bernstein to words of Comden, Green and the composer, was performed
for the initial time, at the Colonial Theater in Boston.
United States naval vessels damaged, Mindanao-Negros area, Philippine Islands:
•
•

Light cruiser Nashville (CL-43), by Japanese Kamikaze, 8 degrees 57 minutes North, 123 degrees
28 minutes East
Destroyer Haraden (DD-585), by Japanese Kamikaze, 8 degrees 40 minutes North, 122 degrees
33 minutes East
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Japanese naval vessels sunk: Transports #11 and #104, by submarine Pintado (SS-387), South China Sea, 20
degrees 34 minutes North, 118 degrees 45 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
December 14, Thursday: On Palawan Island 150 American POWs were herded by the Japanese into an air raid shelter.
The Japanese doused them with gasoline and torched them. Those who managed to get out of the air raid
shelter were shot, stabbed, and clubbed to death as they emerged. Of the 150, 5 would survive.
Three of the Seven Stars’ Symphony op.132 for orchestra by Charles Koechlin was performed for the initial
time, in Théâtre des Champs-Elysées, Paris, and was broadcast on French Radio — the three stars being thus
honored were Douglas Fairbanks, Clara Bow, and Charlie Chaplin.
The rank of Fleet Admiral was established in the United States Navy.
Japanese naval vessels sunk, Philippine Islands area:
•
•

Transport #109, by carrier-based aircraft, 17 degrees 35 minutes North, 120 20 minutes East
Coast defense vessel #28, by submarine Blenny (SS-324), 15 degrees 46 minutes North,
119 degrees 45 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

December 15, Friday: American forces of the naval task group led by Rear Admiral A.D. Struble under cover of the
carrier-based aircraft of Vice Admiral J.S. McCain landed without opposition on the southwest coast of
Mindoro Island, south of Luzon in the Philippines.
American planes sank the Japanese freighter Oryoku Maru. Its cargo was 1,600 American, Dutch and British
POWs being transported from the Philippines to Japan. 200 of them were killed when the Japanese open fire
on men in the water.
Prime Minister Winston Churchill informed the House of Commons that he supported Soviet claims for Polish
territory east of the Curzon line.
A Command designated Naval Forces Germany (Admiral R. Ghormley) was established with headquarters at
Rosneath, Scotland.
United States naval vessels sunk, Mindoro area, Philippine Islands:
•

LST472 and LST738, damaged by Japanese Kamikaze, 12 degrees 19 minutes North, 121 degrees
5 minutes East; sunk by United States forces

United States naval vessels damaged, Mindoro area, Philippine Islands:
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•
•
•

Escort carrier Marcus Island (CVE-77), by Kamikazes
Destroyers Paul Hamilton (DD-590) and Howorth (DD-592), by Kamikazes, 12 degrees 19
minutes North, 121 degrees 2 minutes East
PT-123, by Kamikaze, 12 degrees 19 minutes North, 121 degrees 5 minutes East

Japanese naval vessels sunk, Philippine Islands area:
•
•
•

Destroyer Momo, by submarine Hawkbill (SS-366), 16 degrees 0 minutes North, 117 degrees
39 minutes East
Coast defense vessel #54, by carrier-based aircraft, 19 degrees 25 minutes North, 121 degrees
25 minutes East
Transport #106, by carrier-based aircraft, 15 degrees 30 minutes North, 119 degrees 50 minutes
East
WORLD WAR II

December 16, Saturday: German forces launched a major counteroffensive against the Americans on a 135-kilometer
front in the Ardennes Forest from Malmédy, Belgium to Echternach, Luxembourg. The protruding salient in
the front would cause this campaign to be dubbed “The Battle of the Bulge.” This would continue into
December 27th.
New Zealand troops captured Faenza, southeast of Bologna.
A V-2 struck a cinema in Antwerp killing 567.
The US submarine Dace (SS-247) laid mines off French Indochina.
WORLD WAR II
December 17, Sunday: Near Malmédy, the Waffen SS murdered 81 United States POWs. During the Ardennes
Offensive of the Germans, known to us as the “Battle of the Bulge,” a Combat Group of the 1st SS Panzer
Division led by SS Sturmbannfuhrer Major Joachim Peiper had encountered Battery B of the 285th Field
Artillery Observation Battalion of the US 7th Armored Division at a crossroads at Baugnes near the town of
Malmédy. Realizing the hopelessness of their situation, the American commander, Lieutenant Virgil Lary, had
surrendered his men to the advancing Germans. The prisoners of war were searched by the SS in a field by the
crossroads and the SS formation moved on, leaving two Mark IV tanks (identification numbers 731 and 732)
as a prisoner guard. Somehow an order was given to open fire, and SS Private Georg Fleps of tank 731 shot
Lieutenant Lary’s driver with his pistol. The tanks then opened fire with their machine guns. Although a
number of the GIs were able to run into the nearby woods and 43 of them would survive the war, 86 were
mowed down in that field. In consequence, US troops in the area would receive an order that, for the next week,
no SS soldier was to be allowed to live. (At the end of the war, Major Peiper and 73 other suspects who had
been arrested for various atrocities committed during the offensive would be brought to trial. The trial would
end, on July 16, 1946, with 43 of the 74 sentenced to death, 22 to life imprisonment, 2 to periods of 20 years
in prison, 1 to 15 years, and 5 to 10 years. Peiper and Fleps would be among those sentenced to death but, after
a series of reviews, their death sentences would be reduced to terms in prison. Joachim Peiper would be
released on December 22, 1956 and would settle in the small village of Traves in northern France in 1972 and
in 1976, on the eve of Bastille Day, would be murdered and his house burned down by a French communist
group. What remained of his body would be taken from the ashes of his home to the family grave in Schondorf,
near Landsberg in Bavaria. Most of the remains of the murdered GIs would eventually be shipped back to the
US for private burial, but 21 remain in the American Military Cemetery at Henri-Chappelle, north of Malmedy.
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An American flag is now kept flying over a memorial at the Baugnes crossroads near where these killings had
taken place.)
United States naval vessel damaged: Patrol Torpedo Boat PT-84, by Japanese Kamikaze, Mindoro area,
Philippine Islands 12 degrees 19 minutes North, 121 degrees 4 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

The US Western Defense Command issued Public Proclamation No. 21, to the people within the states of
Arizona, California, Idaho, Montana, Nevada, Oregon, Utah, and Washington, and to the Public generally, that
effective the 2d of January, persons of Japanese ancestry whom they deemed “either loyal or harmless” would
be allowed to return to the coastal areas of California, Oregon, and Washington.
Circus Overture for full orchestra by William Schuman was performed for the initial time, in Pittsburgh.

December 18, Monday: A flight of 94 bombers of the XXth Bomber Command attacked Hankow, China.
During one of the worst storms to hit the Pacific ocean, typhoon “Cobra,” which generated waves 70 feet high,
146 aircraft were washed overboard from various aircraft carriers of the Third Fleet. The American destroyers
USS Hull (DD-350), USS Monaghan (DD-354, and USS Spence (DD-512) went under east of the Philippine
Islands. These destroyers had been escorting the 3rd US Fleet Fueling Group and were on their way to join up
with Task Force 38 engaged in the invasion of Mindoro. What happened in all three cases was that water
poured down the funnels of the ships, causing them to turn over 60 degrees and finally capsize. More than 780
died: there were only 6 floaters from the Monaghan, 23 from the Spence, and 63 from the Hull. These 92 men
were picked from the waves after an extended period of floating, by the destroyers USS Tabberer, USS Dewey,
USS Swearer, and USS Gatling.United States naval vessels damaged by the typhoon east of the Philippine
Islands:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Light carriers Cowpens (CVL-25), Monterey (CVL-26), Cabot (CVL-28), and San Jacinto (CVL30)
Escort carriers Altamaha (CVE-18), Nehenta Bay (CVE-74), Cape Esperance (CVE-88), and
Kwajalein (CVE-98)
Light cruiser Miami (CL-89)
Destroyers Dewey (DD-349), Aylwin (DD-355), Buchanan (DD-484), Dyson (DD-572), Hickox
(DD-673, Maddox (DD-731), and Benham (DD-796)
Destroyer escorts Melvin R. Nawman (DE-416), Tabberer (DE-418), and Waterman (DE-740)
Oiler Nantahala (AO-60)
Fleet tug Jicarilla (ATF-104)
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It was Gerald Ford who saved one of the above vessels, and everyone aboard, by heroically suppressing
between-deck fires. I mean, this was the Gerald Ford who would one day become President of the United
States of America, the man with the dazed expression who seemed to trip over his own feet, whom we laughed
at by suggesting that maybe he had played college football for too long without a helmet.
One United States naval vessel was sunk by Japanese action:
•

PT-300, by Kamikaze, Mindoro area, Philippine Islands 12 degrees 19 minutes North, 121 degrees
5 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

December 19, Tuesday: American forces were pushed out of Germany.
The SS executed 130 Belgian civilians near Stavelot.
Two extended compositions by Duke Ellington were performed for the initial time, in Carnegie Hall,
New York: Blutopia and Perfume Suite (co-written by Billy Strayhorn).
Japanese naval vessel sunk: Carrier Unryu, by submarine Redfish (SS-395), East China Sea, 28 degrees 59
minutes North, 124 degrees 3 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
December 20, Wednesday: Despite the worst winter in years, George Smith Patton, Jr. diverted his 3d Army from
eastward attacks, turning it 90 degrees to the north and assaulting the German army in the Ardennes.
German forces surrounded two vital Belgian junctions, St. Vith, south of Malmédy and Bastogne on the border
with Luxembourg.
Organized Japanese resistance ended on Leyte, Philippine Islands.
United States naval vessel sunk: LST359, by submarine torpedo, eastern Atlantic area, 42 degrees 4 minutes
North, 19 degrees 8 minutes West
United States naval vessel damaged: Destroyer escort Fogg (DE-57), by submarine torpedo, eastern Atlantic
area, 43 degrees 2 minutes North, 19 degrees 19 minutes West
WORLD WAR II
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December 21, Thursday: British troops used tanks and airplanes against Greek communists north of Athens.
A Hungarian government was set up in Soviet-held parts of the country with an assembly and headed by
General Bela Miklos.
George Smith Patton, Jr. published his famous “Prayer Card” to all 250,000 men of 3d Army. God, we’ll be
so grateful if you help us kill people.215
United States naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Submarines Albacore (SS-218) and Scamp (SS-277), Pacific Ocean area, reported as presumed lost
LST460 and LST749, by Japanese Kamikaze, Mindoro area, Philippine Islands 11 degrees
13 minutes North, 121 degrees 4 minutes East

United States naval vessel damaged:
•

Destroyer Foote (DD-511), by Japanese Kamikaze, Mindoro area, Philippine Islands 11 degrees
5 minutes North, 121 degrees 20 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

215. Note: We’re not talking about a Nazi general here. This guy was a real 100% mom-and-apple-pie American, one of our own.
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December 22, Friday: Kurt Vonnegut, Jr. got captured during the Battle of the Bulge while a battalion scout with the
106 Infantry Division.

What
goes
around
keeps
coming
around
and
around
and
around...

German troops took Houffalize and St. Vith while the Americans recapture Stavelot, Belgium. American
forces move north from Arlon to relieve the encircled defenders of Bastogne and reduce the Ardennes salient.
Inside the embattled town, the American commander replies to a German surrender demand with the message,
“Nuts.”
The anti-German government of Hungary was constituted at Debrecen under Prime Minister Béla Miklós de
Dálnok.
United States LST563 went aground at Clipperton Island. United States Destroyer Bryant (DD-665) was
damaged by Japanese Kamikaze in the vicinity of Mindoro, Philippine Islands at 12 degrees 0 minutes North,
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121 degrees 0 minutes East.

Japanese Torpedo Boat Chidori was sunk by US Submarine Tilefish (SS-307) off Honshu, at 34 degrees 33
minutes North, 138 degrees 2 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
December 23, Saturday, night: German advances moved beyond Rochefort and Laroche, Belgium.
Fighting began between rival Greek guerrilla groups in the northwest of the country.
The US government banned horse racing effective January 3d, to save labor and materials.
Weather conditions in the Ardennes improved greatly. God was indeed on our side.
In the Philippines, at San Fernando, Pampanga, 15 American POWs too sick to perform any more work were
trucked to a small cemetery on the outskirts of the town. After a hole fifteen feet square was dug, the Japanese
guards took up positions around the hole and one by one, they were brought to the edge of the hole and obliged
to kneel to be bayoneted and decapitated. (Lieutenant Junsabura Toshino, the guard commander, would hang.)
WORLD WAR II
December 24, Sunday, Christmas Eve: Soviet troops reached the suburbs of Budapest.
The German offensive in the Ardennes ground to a halt. They had advanced to Dinant in the west, near Hotten
in the north and to St. Hubert in the south. In the 1st raid by jet bombers, the Germans attacked Liège and other
targets.
The Gestapo murdered 32 Belgians in Bandes.
American band leader Glenn Miller was reported missing over the English Channel.
Poet’s Christmas was broadcast as a feature over the airwaves of the BBC Home Service. It included first
performances of Michael Tippett’s motet for soprano and chorus The Weeping Babe to words of Edith Sitwell
and A Shepherd’s Carol by Benjamin Britten to words of Auden and also Britten’s Chorale after an Old French
Carol to words of Auden.
Friend John R. Kellam was arrested by the FBI and charged with violation of the 1940 Selective Service Act,
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to wit draft refusal.

On September 5th a unit of Belgian Maquis had attacked a German unit near the village of Banda, killing three
soldiers. A couple of days later, American troops had arrived in the area, and the Germans had retreated. At this
point during the German offensive in the Ardennes, the village of Banda was retaken, and a unit of the German
SD (Sicherheitsdienst) set about arresting all men in the village. They were questioned about the events of
September 5th and then lined up in front of the local cafe.
One by one, some 20 men were led to the cellar door and shot in the neck, and their bodies kicked down the
cellar steps. When it came the turn of 21-year-old Leon Praile, he made a run for it and, with bullets ricocheting
around him, managed to escape unscathed into the woods. The execution process then continued until the
remainder of the 34 men had been killed and their bodies shoved down into that basement. On January 10,
1945, when the village of Bande would be liberated by British troops, the massacre would be investigated.
A War Crimes Court would be set up in Belgium during December 1944. One member of the execution squad
would be identified as having been a German-speaking Swiss national by the name of Ernst Haldiman who
had joined the SS in France on November 15, 1942 and become a member of the #8 SS Commando for Special
Duties. This man Haldiman would be arrested in Switzerland after the war and would go to trial before a Swiss
Army Court. On April 28,1948, he would be sentenced to 20 years in prison. He would be released on parole
on June 27, 1960 — the only member of that SS Commando that has so far been brought to trial.
On this Christmas Eve, Captain Limbor’s 11,509-ton Belgian troopship SS Leopoldville was carrying US
soldiers across the English Channel to France, a trip it had already made 24 times. This trip it contained 2,235
men of the US 64th Infantry Regiment of the US 66th Infantry Division, which had left New York on
November 14th. These soldiers had orders to relieve the 94th Division at the “Battle of the Bulge.” When the
ship was about 5 miles from Cherbourg, however, Oberleutnant Gerhard Meyer’s U486 intercepted their plans
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with a torpedo.

The exact number of deaths is not known due to the vessel’s hurried departure at 9AM from Pier 38 at
Southampton and due to the unorganized nature of the boarding procedures. No life jackets had been issued
and the water of the Channel was at 48 degrees. Most of the Leopoldville’s crew were blacks from the Belgian
Congo and they managed to take off the lifeboats for themselves, leaving the troops on board to sink or swim.
The official story –and they’re sticking with it– is that 763 died. This ship’s skipper was the only officer lost.
The floaters who were still alive in the chilling water were rescued by the escort destroyer HMS Brilliant and
transferred to the St. Nazaire/Lorient area, but 493 of the corpses would never be found, and presumably stayed
inside the hull. (When U486 was struck by a torpedo from the British destroyer HMS Tapir on April 12, 1945
northwest of Bergen, its crew of 48 died. The wreck of the Leopoldville lies on its port side in 180 feet of water
in an area presently used for the testing of nuclear submarines, in a good state of preservation. The Allies
would cover up this sinking for half a century, families being informed merely that their men were “Killed in
Action,” but now Britain has declassified the files relating to the sinking. A memorial to the Leopoldville was
dedicated on November 7, 1997 at Sacrifice Field at Fort Benning GA.)216

216. That those who live by the sword will die by the sword is of course a mere rule of thumb, so there have been some notable
exceptions — but as rules of thumb go this one seems fairly accurate.
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American forces had been so severely depleted by casualties and prisoners during the “Battle of the Bulge”
that it had run low on white men as foot soldier replacements. Because of this, General Dwight David “Ike”
Eisenhower began to recruit replacements from among the ranks of the negro labor battalions. These black
fighters were placed in special segregated 50-man “fifth platoons” led by white officers. There would be 52
such “fifth platoons” formed. The first such unit would reach the front lines on March 12, 1945, at Remagen.
All such Negro units would be disbanded at the end of the war, and none would be permitted to march in the
victory parades down the streets of American cities.

Cruiser and destroyer task group (Rear Admiral A.E. Smith) bombarded air strips and other enemy
installations on Iwo Jima in the Volcano Islands.
Japanese naval vessels sunk, Iwo Jima, Volcano Islands:
•

Transport #8, by naval gunfire, 25 degrees 10 minutes North, 141 degrees 0 minutes East
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•

Transport #157, by naval gunfire, 24 degrees 47 minutes North, 141 degrees 20 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

THE FUTURE CAN BE EASILY PREDICTED IN RETROSPECT

December 25, Monday: In Athens, Winston Churchill persuaded the Greek communists to join the government of
Regent Archbishop Damaskinos. A Soviet representative encouraged them to accept.
Trials of former government officials began in Bulgaria.
American forces attacked near Martelange in their drive toward Bastogne.
The initial batch of irradiated uranium was produced by a reactor at the atomic research center in Hanford,
Washington.
American forces landed and secured Palompon, the final port on Leyte Island in Japanese hands, and General
Douglas MacArthur announced that the Leyte campaign had entered the “mopping up” phase.
Naval Air Station, Samar, Philippine Islands was established.
WORLD WAR II

World War II

“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project
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December 26, Tuesday: George Smith Patton, Jr. relieved the defenders of Bastogne. The German offensive through
the Ardennes had stalled. On or about this date, my friend Hans Theodore Zink, a US citizen who had been
inducted into the German army, searched out a contingent of US soldiers and surrendered. He would finish out
the war, and give up his adolescence, as the Geneva Protocols representative of a POW camp in the desert of
the American Southwest.

The Red Army completed its encirclement of Budapest.
The Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra awarded a $1,000 bond to William Grant Still for his Festive Overture,
the winner of a contest for a jubilee overture to celebrate the orchestra’s 50th anniversary.
Japanese naval vessels bombarded United States positions on the coast of Mindoro, Philippine Islands.
Japanese naval vessel sunk: Destroyer Kiyoshimo, by naval vessels and Army aircraft, Philippine Islands area,
12 degrees 20 minutes North, 121 degrees 0 minutes East
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Apprentice Officer Hiroo Onoda was sent to the small tropical island of Lubang, which is approximately
seventy-five miles southwest of Manila in the Philippines. His orders were straightforward. He was to do
anything to hamper enemy attack on the island. This included destroying the Lubang airport and the pier at the
harbor. He was sent in alone, ordered not to die by his own hand, and was told to take as many years as was
needed to accomplish his mission. When he landed, he found a group of Japanese soldiers that had been sent
there previously. The officers in this group outranked Onoda and prevented him from carrying out his
assignment in a timely manner. This just made it all that much easier for the Americans to take control of the
island when they landed on February 28, 1945. Within a short period of time, all but four of the Japanese
soldiers had either died or surrendered. Onoda, having just been promoted to Lieutenant, ordered the men to
take to the hills. The war ended shortly thereafter, but the four surviving soldiers would not know of this for
quite some time.
LAST TO SURRENDER

WORLD WAR II

December 27, Wednesday: British troops captured Celles, east of Dinant.
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt seized the properties of Montgomery Ward because the company was
refusing to comply with a labor agreement. He needed to avoid a strike in a business essential to the war effort.
Soviet troops besieged Budapest.
Cruiser and destroyer task group (Rear Admiral A.E. Smith) bombarded enemy installations on Iwo Jima in
the Volcano Islands.
Japanese aircraft bombed shore positions and auxiliary shipping at Mindoro in the Philippine Islands (these
attacks would be repeated on the 28th, 29th, and 31st of December).
Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•

Transports #7 and #132, by naval gunfire, Iwo Jima 24 degrees 47 minutes North, 141 degrees
20 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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December 28, Thursday: The Provisional National Assembly of Hungary renounced all treaties with Germany.
The last large scale V-1 attacked on Britain hit central and northern England.
On the Town, a musical by Leonard Bernstein to words of Comden and Green, was performed in New York
for the initial time, in the Adelphi Theater. It was a smash with the public. Critics were generally happy.
United States naval vessel sunk: LST750, damaged by Japanese aircraft torpedo, off Negros, Philippine
Islands, 9 degrees 1 minute North, 111 degrees 30 minutes East; sunk by United States forces
WORLD WAR II
December 29, Friday: Two Soviet officers sent under a white flag to parley for a surrender of Budapest were killed by
the Germans before they reached the German lines.
United States naval vessel sunk: Auxiliary Porcupine (IX-126), damaged by Japanese Kamikaze, Mindoro
area, Philippine Islands 12 degrees 21 minutes North, 121 degrees 2 minutes East; sunk by United States forces

United States naval vessels damaged by Japanese Kamikazes, Mindoro area, Philippine Islands:
•
•
•

Destroyer Pringle (DD-477), 12 degrees 18 minutes North, 121 degrees 1 minute East
Destroyer Gansevoort (DD-608), 12 degrees 21 minutes North, 121 degrees 2 minutes East
PT-boat tender Orestes (AGP-10), 12 degrees 19 minutes North, 121 degrees 4 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

December 30, Saturday: The 1st arrival of the Red Cross supply ship Vega at the Isle of Jersey.
In London, King Georgios II of Greece named Archbishop Damaskinos as regent for him with power to form
a government and restore order.
The provisional Hungarian government in Debrecen declared war on Germany and asked the allies for an
armistice.
WORLD WAR II
Romain Rolland died in Vézelay, France at the age of 78.
Sergei Prokofiev’s Piano Sonata no.8 op.84 was performed for the initial time, at Moscow Conservatory.
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December 31, Sunday: Archbishop Damaskinos was sworn in as regent for the King of Greece. Prime Minister George
Papandreou resigned.
While taking part in street battles by leftists resisting the British occupation of Athens, Iannis Xenakis received
shrapnel in the face from an exploding shell. “My palate was pierced, there were bits of teeth, flesh, blood,
holes. My jawbone was broken. My left eye had burst.” He was brought to a makeshift field hospital and left
to die. But, he didn’t die.
Hungary declared war on Germany.
British troops captured Rochefort, east of Dinant while Americans took Tenneville, west of Bastogne.
WORLD WAR II
Piano Quintet no.2 by Bohuslav Martinu was performed for the initial time, privately, in Boston.
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1945
During World War II, Finland had saved all but six of its Jewish citizens from death camps through nonmilitary
means. In the case of Denmark, 6,500 of 7,000 Jews had escaped to Sweden and most of the rest had been
hidden, and aided by the people. In Holland, a rail worker strike almost shut down traffic from November 1944
until liberation in May 1945. In Norway similar resistance, such as teachers refusing to disseminate Nazi
propaganda, undermined the extermination effort. Romania at first persecuted its Jews, but then refused to give
up even one Jew to the death camps, with thousands of Bulgarians marching in demonstrations, hiding Jews
and posting countless letters protesting anti-Jewish measures — Bishop Kiril had threatened to lead civil
disobedience and lie down on the tracks in front of trains.
ANTISEMITISM
CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE

When, at the end of World War II, some British members of the Religious Society of Friends went to
Buckingham Palace seeking an audience with King George VI, the monarch inquired who these people were.
Informed that they were Quakers, he allegedly responded “Oh, I didn’t know that there were any of them left.”
In America, the Quaker Dr. Elbert Russell spent the year teaching at the Quaker Guilford College.
Friend Rosalind Gower Smith graduated from Duke University in Durham, North Carolina.
The atheist mother Vashti McCollum brought legal action against the public schools of Champaign, Illinois,
alleging that because her family had refused to participate in the district’s in-school religious instruction
program, school officials were coercing and ostracizing her 8-year-old. The public schools were offering
religious instruction in their classrooms during regular school hours, taught not by the regular teachers but
instead by members of a local religious association. She argued that religious instruction during regular school
hours on public property constituted the establishment of religion in violation both of the US federal
Constitution and of the Equal Protection Clause in the XIVth Amendment. The District Court ruled against her
and when she appealed, the Illinois Supreme Court also rule against her. Her son was not being deprived of his
freedom of religion under the law by being taught about God in the Illinois public schools by use of the public’s
tax dollars. Yes indeed, this kerfuffle seemed to have been put to bed once and for all.
Rebelling against their 79-hour work week, some of the Conscientious Objectors serving as attendants at the
Eastern State Mental Hospital in Williamsburg, Virginia refused to report for duty. After extensive
negotiations the American Friends Service Committee sent more attendants to the hospital and their work
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week was pared down to a minimum of 60 hours.
During WWII 46 alumni of the Moses Brown School in Providence, Rhode Island had been killed. (Is there a
monument to honor their war dead, anywhere on this supposedly-Quaker campus?)
The legislature of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts revoked the Edict of Banishment which had been
enacted against Mistress Anne Hutchinson and authorized $12,000.00 to erect a bronze in the memory of the
missionary martyr, Friend Mary Dyer (the statue would actually depict Friend Nancy St. John, wife of the
Headmaster of the Moses Brown School). In downtown Boston Nancy now faces the bronze of Mistress
Hutchinson.217

MARY DYER

The head of a US government commission urged “extermination of the Japanese in toto.”
WORLD WAR II
The Japanese military hatched a desperate last-minute plan to deliver bubonic plague and the cholera to the
United States mainland by submarine — a sort of “Hail Mary” pass, as it were — no more Mr. Nice Guy.

They blew up the headquarters of Unit 731 in an attempt to conceal evidence of its previous activities. As part
of this general attempt to cover up, Dr. Shiro Ishii ordered that the remaining 150 “logs” be disposed of.
General Douglas MacArthur, who would be cutting a sweetheart deal with this Japanese germ warfare activist,
was named to be the commander of the victorious Allied powers in Japan. Between 1945 and 1955, our federal
government would in its “Operation PAPERCLIP” be smuggling more than 700 Nazi weapons scientists into
the US — but of course we couldn’t smuggle any of these Japanese germ people into our nation because, due
to their race, they would have been very much too noticeable. The US State Department, Army intelligence,
217. In 1865, a paradigmatic old-school dead-white-male thingie in honor of Horace Mann, sculpted by Emma Stebens, had been
positioned on the State House grounds, and so these new bronzes in honor of Mistress Anne Hutchinson and Friend Mary Dyer were
in this era positioned in such a manner as to outflank that old erection — a positioning which has given rise to the idea that the one
bronze might be adorned with the so-Mannly locution “You have stepped out of your place, you have rather been a husband than a
wife,” the other with the so-Mannly locution “My life not availeth me in comparison to the liberty of truth.”
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and the CIA were all involved, offering immunity and secret identities in exchange for work on top secret
government projects inside the USA. In addition to providing the government with valuable technological
expertise, “Operation PAPERCLIP” would eventually be spawning some rather more notorious programs such
as “Operation ARTICHOKE” (interrogation techniques, torture) and “Operation MK-ULTRA” (mind
control). Eventually, Dr. Frank Olson, the Army biochemist expert in charge of the Special Operations
Division at Fort Detrick, with ties to Operation Paperclip, would fall out of a hotel window in New York City.
A German documentary would report that “The search for the circumstances surrounding the mysterious death
of Dr. Frank Olson begins in 1945, with the liberation of the concentration camp at Dachau, Germany.” In
1975, when the Rockefeller Commission unearthed information about CIA involvement in Dr. Olson’s fatal
plunge, we would settle with the Olson family by paying them $750,000 (the names of Donald Rumsfeld and
Dick Cheney came up during the investigation).
“The Hundred Men” left the island of St. Helena for the United Kingdom as agricultural laborers.
Admiral Sir James Eberle GCB notes, on page 198 his LIFE ON THE OCEAN WAVE (Roundtuit Publishing,
2007), that “We returned for tea at Plantation House which was not only the home of the Governor and his
family — but also of Jonathan, a giant tortoise (Testudo Gigantica),218 who was then reputed to be over a
hundred years old. After tea, as we played croquet on the lawn, Jonathan joined in enthusiastically — only, he
would place his very large and heavy frame on top of any croquet ball that came his way! In view of his age,
and the belief that whilst there was such a tortoise at Plantation House, St Helena would always be British,
I was glad to be able to arrange for him to be given a successor, who was in due course delivered to the island
by a ship of the Royal Fleet Auxiliary.”
WORLD WAR II

218. There has been a lack of scientific agreement as to the Linnaean naming of this species of tortoise. It all sounds very scientificlike, but in fact different papers on the species suggest entirely different Latinate genus and species names, such as Dipsochelys
Hololissa. In addition, it is possible that there were three different species of giant tortoise in the Seychelles.
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At Eastern State Penitentiary, a dozen of the prisoners escaped through a tunnel they had dug under the 30foot-high, 12-foot-thick crenelated, granite-gray walls that emerged at Fairmount Avenue and 22nd Street in
beautiful downtown Philadelphia. Prison plaster worker Clarence Klinedinst had designed and built most of
the tunnel. At the time of the escape Klinedinst had only two years left to serve. Most of the escapees were
caught within minutes. Klinedinst, outside the walls for two hours, would see ten years tacked onto his
sentence, while the celebrity bank robber and escapist Willie Sutton, another of the dozen, would take the
credit for having planned his tunnel! The Pennsylvania legislature recommended abandoning the Eastern State
Penitentiary.

A week after the discovery of the Bergen-Belsen concentration camp, a rumor reached the British Army’s
“Desert Rats” that at the nearby village of Rather the 18th SS Training Regiment of the Hitler Jugend Division
had executed prisoners of war. The “Desert Rats” were then closely engaged in a battle with SS defenders of
the village of Nahrendorf near Hamburg and slowly, in groups, these SS were beginning to surrender. As the
noise of battle died away and villagers emerged from their cellars, they would discover the corpses of 42 SS
soldiers in a shallow grave. They would inter these corpses in their hilltop cemetery near the village, and after
the war, each year, hundreds of SS veterans would visit this cemetery in order to pay tribute to fallen comrades
— they would allege that these men had surrendered but had been gunned down on the orders of a “crazed
blood-thirsty British NCO.”
WORLD WAR II
“Program F” was implemented by the US Atomic Energy Commission (AEC). This would be the most
extensive American study of the health effects of fluoride, which was the key chemical component in atomic
bomb production. One of the most toxic chemicals known to man, fluoride, it would be found, caused marked
adverse effects to the central nervous system. Much of the information would, however, be squelched in the
name of national security and because of fear that lawsuits would undermine full-scale production of atomic
weaponry.
WORLD WAR II
SECRET MEDICAL EXPERIMENTS

THE FUTURE CAN BE EASILY PREDICTED IN RETROSPECT

World War II
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During World War II, it had become the regular custom for American servicemen to wear wedding bands, to
remind them of their wives back home waiting for their return.
Milton Sanford Mayer, who had been a World War II conscientious objector, and Bertha Tepper Mayer, got
divorced (there were two daughters).

THE FUTURE CAN BE EASILY PREDICTED IN RETROSPECT
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JANUARY 1945
January: After a night in the Cleveland jail, and after awaiting trial for awhile in the damp, dark Toledo jail,219 draft
refuser John R. Kellam prepared for his big day in court. He was to have been represented by local attorney
Arthur Kline, but this lawyer had counseled his client in advance that, for reasons of personal advancement,
no local attorney would be able to represent a draft evader in any proper and vigorous manner before the court.
Due to the political climate, this would be too dangerous for the defense attorney. Therefore John was obliged
to represent himself, without benefit of in-court counsel and representation.220 He was tried before Judge
Klobe, was convicted, was sentenced to the maximum five years, plus a fine of a thousand dollars (the judge’s
opinion was that this was the most egregious case he had ever heard), and was packed off to a minimumsecurity prison in Milan, Michigan, where the warden, Mr. Lemuel F. Fox, was also the chairperson of the
prison draft board:

WORLD WAR II
The last draft board that ever considered me reclassified me
correctly in 4-E, as a conscientious objector — at last! I never
met any of them, but they were the three top officers in the
Milan, Michigan, minimum security prison that I went to first
from Toledo, just north of Detroit, maybe fifty or sixty miles
north of Toledo.
I wasn’t willing to do war work in their shop and their jobs
were all geared to the war effort and any inmate was

219. While an inmate in the Toledo jail awaiting trial for draft refusal, John met an man with brain damage due to the grand mal
seizures of his epilepsy: “Nobody was spending a dime more for electrical energy than they could get away with. The food was
horrible and everything was as bad as you would expect in the middle ages. People visiting couldn’t even see the inmates through
all the dark screening and hardware cloths and dense black, that old screening with tiny holes in those screens — I don’t think a flea
could have gotten through there. I got up early one morning and I heard a fellow grumbling and moaning and I thought the fellow
was sick or something. So before I could inquire, at the risk of waking up other inmates, I heard him say, ‘How come some folks
neva goes to jail and others allus lands in jail? That’s me.’
Then there was a silent period and a deep sigh and I heard the same voice saying, ‘If I would of knew what I know now I wouldn’t
of did what I done.’
Well, I wondered how he had gotten himself into jail. It didn’t seem as if he had enough intellect to pull off any caper that was clever.
So I visited him later in the day and we got to talking. I said, ‘Everybody in here is different and in for a completely different kind
of a thing.’
I told him what I was in there for.
‘Oh, geez,’ he said, ‘that’s tough.’
He recognized that I was in there for trying to be good. He said,
‘I’m not very smart. I thought I could make some dollar bills and pass ‘em off. I never had a good job but this might get me a few
bucks.’
So he was counterfeiting currency but he didn’t have plates that were worth anything and I don’t know what kind of pictures he was
drawing to try to make them look like dollar bills, but it was, I gathered, a very crude job of counterfeiting. He didn’t have any real
plates to print from, they didn’t have very good machines in those days, but then I didn’t see any of his work! But he never got
started more than a few days before he’d get grabbed. And it had happened repeatedly.
‘I’ve been spending half my life in places like this. I don’t even get started before they grab me.’
Apparently he just wasn’t smart enough to get by with any quantity at all before he’d get caught.”
220. A study of this period in our history should begin with Sibley, Mulford Q. and Philip E. Jacob, CONSCRIPTION OF CONSCIENCE:
THE AMERICAN STATE AND THE CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTOR, 1940-1947 (Ithaca NY: Cornell UP, 1952).
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interchangeable at the will of the administration of the prison
from one job to another. Even if I were only a janitor, or was
in the kitchen, I’d be replacing someone who was in the shops
to do war work. They tried to find some kind of work that I might
find acceptable and maybe even interesting — something that
wouldn’t appear to be connected too closely to the war effort
that
all
prison
shops
were
engaged
in.
But
this
interchangeability of inmates meant that I was in an
organization where everyone possible was supposed to be in war
work and whatever I did, somebody else wouldn’t be needed for
because I was doing it. So it just became quite obvious to me
that I could not accept any kind of occupational duty in that
institution or in any prison, for that matter. If I could do war
work, I might as well do it in the army! I was there because I
wouldn’t! Ha-ha-ha! Well, and they couldn’t get me out of there
to go into Civilian Public Service for the same reason, that I
would feel wrongfully engaged in any CPS camp run by churches,
by government or anybody at all as part of the whole war system.
I didn’t belong in the war system in any capacity whatsoever.
Any job considered essential during that time would be helping
to kill people.
Lee Stern was a very tender soul, and he and I had some very
nice conversations. While we were talking one time, a big
cockroach came across the floor and I stepped over there and
raised my foot. Lee Stern said, “Oh, please!”
I put my foot down and looked at him and I said, “Well, what do
you think we should do with this cockroach? In view of their
spreading disease like crazy —”
His answer was, “Well, we could play with him.”
He didn’t want any living thing to be destroyed. I had never
given a second thought to it. But he had an extremely
thoroughgoing respect for every kind of life....
Dr. Henry Hitt Crane was a minister in Detroit, Michigan. He had
heard there were a bunch of COs at Milan. He had a great big
church and he was well known as a powerful minister. He decided
one time that he’d go and see what COs they had in that prison
at Milan — it wasn’t too far from Detroit — and see what he could
do to be of service to those inmates. Also he’d see how the
officers in charge were doing about COs. So he wrote to the
bureau of prisons saying that he was going to drive over to
Milan, Michigan, and talk to all the COs they had there. A slow
letter came a week or two later that if you desire to visit the
prison, you first have to make application on the required forms
and we will consult the bureau’s head office in Washington to
see if you would be allowed to do this. Well, he fired back a
letter saying that he was not to be told by them what he could
and could not do.
“I’m telling you that I’m going to do it on that date. Please
be ready.”
He said that he would want to meet with all of the COs there,
assembled together in whatever conference room would be
available. He gave the time of his expected arrival. Well,
whatever flurry of correspondence there was within the bureau
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of prisons, he was told that they would be ready for him to come.
They gave him the red carpet treatment. They set up a conference
room and they gave him a list of the COs that they had and with
a few exceptions he could have them all come.... I was in that
conference and Dr. Crane learned a lot about all the COs, what
their various statuses were and where their families were. He
got a lot of addresses and he wrote letters to families who were
close enough to visit and others who were not close enough to
visit. He was very friendly and serviceable. As for Corbett
Bishop, he had to go up to Corbett’s hospital cell where he was
being force-fed through the tube. Corbett later told me about
this Dr. Crane. It was just before Corbett went into not
functioning to take care of his own output. But he was just about
ready to do that. Dr. Crane asked him how soon this was likely
to happen. Well, Corbett said it might be a few hours, it might
be a few days, he didn’t know yet.
“Whenever the spirit leads me I’m going to follow the spirit,”
said Corbett. Then he lapsed into his Alabama accent and he said,
“As a matter of fact, my back teeth are floating right now!”

Well, before long Corbett and I were in close proximity,
separated by just maybe one vacant cell between, and I got kind
of acquainted with him after I’d been taken down to that hospital
during a fast. Locked in cells, we never did get to see each
other’s faces.
I could not reach a shower, so I was taken by wheelchair to the
one near a ward room, and set on a chair within the curtain.
After I got soaked, the water turned suddenly scalding hot as
someone turned the cold valve shut. I heard my voice ring out
once before my feet lifted to the wall and propelled me and the
curtain out backward to the open tiled floor. One or more inmates
were being yelled at by a supervisor. I got towelled dry, and
was not put into the shower stall again. A practical joke,
probably.221
I got into the fast shortly after a prison censor had taken
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offense at some of the things I wrote to my wife who was still
living in Toledo before moving to Washington DC, back home to
live with her mother some more. After Roosevelt died I wrote to
Carol saying a number of things I had respected him for as he
did whatever he could to get this country out of the awful
depression. I didn’t know yet that he had made things a lot worse
deliberately during Hoover’s lame duck days, after the election
and before the March 4th inauguration. It wasn’t January 20th
then. It was March 4th and that was a pretty long time in which
Roosevelt and his banking friends did some maneuvers that got
the country into worse condition so that this charging knight
in armor could come in and save the whole country from the
“Hoover depression.” What he did was to adopt a lot of the

policies that Hoover had tried to get Congress to help with, but
they wouldn’t do it for him. But they did it right away for
Roosevelt. Anyway, Roosevelt used ruses in getting this country
into the shooting war by plotting with Churchill, since before
Churchill was prime minister, using the heads of state code both
ways; he gave that privilege to Churchill when he shouldn’t
have. And he was figuring out how best to induce Japan to attack
us in some outpost or other, like Guam or the Philippines or
some other island base, not dreaming that Japan could come as
far as past Midway and all the way down to Honolulu with the big
attack.
Well, there was a code clerk in the London embassy under John
F. Kennedy’s father, Ambassador Joseph Patrick Kennedy. This
code clerk, Tyler Kent, felt resentful of the perfidious nature
of these communications between Roosevelt and Churchill about
how to get Japan to mount some kind of an attack on us. They
figured out how to do it together, by building up the US trade
with Japan over a year and a half of time so that Japan would
have about 90% of all its foreign trade with us, the United
States. And that would balance an unusually large proportion,
221. The last time I saw Corbett Bishop was in Washington. He came to the FCNL office in order to tell me that he was out and he
wasn’t likely to have any more trouble from Selective Service because they had washed their hands of him and he was too old for
them to be interested in him anymore. They’d harassed him enough so they were satisfied. Cat and mouse harassment. And climbing
around on his shoulders was a great big raccoon. He was on a chain leash and was thoroughly domesticated and was interested in
meeting other people, anybody that Corbett was willing to have him meet was fine with him! Ha-ha-ha! It was wonderful getting
acquainted with an animal that was different than I’d ever known before. Later on, oh maybe five or so years after that meeting,
I learned that Corbett Bishop was dead. Some kind of a quarrel had happened and somebody down in Alabama had been offended
by somebody else and in the melee Corbett was mortally injured.
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around 10%, of all our foreign trade. Previously, Japan had much
less of its foreign trade with us. A necessary balance of
currency could be maintained. We could get Japan heavily
dependent on us, without our becoming too heavily involved with
Japan. Then, all of that trade could be shut off suddenly, like
turning a faucet quickly enough to cause a water hammer in the
pipes. Japan’s economy could receive a very serious jolt,
insulting them for their tripartite link with Germany and Italy,
bringing up revengeful reactions. Hopefully, this would provoke
them to retaliate by some military attack, probably on a minor
outpost of the US in the western Pacific. Then, with public
approval, Congress could be persuaded to declare war on Japan,
and in short order FDR expected a quick victory to take Japan
out of the “axis powers.” But, more immediately, our declaration
would obligate Germany and Italy to declare war on us which is
exactly what Roosevelt and Churchill wanted. Until that
happened, any US declaration against Germany would be too hard
to win from Congress. We couldn’t do more than be a mere supplier
of weapons and war materials in convoys to Britain. And at the
same time Roosevelt was assuring the parents of young Americans
that they would not be sent to fight in foreign wars, “except
in case of attack.” Tyler Kent was incensed at this secret
deception in direct violation of the American public’s strong
desire to stay out of war. A powerful determination arose in
him, by hindsight somewhat recklessly, to see if he could “blow
the whistle” on Franklin Roosevelt.
Tyler arranged that, on his annual stateside furlough, he would
be seeing the chairman, Tom Connolly, of the Foreign Relations
Committee of the Senate. They were the leaders for setting
foreign policy for the United States which the State Department,
under the president, would be implementing. That’s the way
things were in those days. The Senate Foreign Relations
Committee did have that power to design our foreign policies.
So this young coding clerk thought this was the most perfidious
thing he could imagine happening, worse than anything he’d ever
heard of. He resented having to translate through the codes
machine, the messages both ways between these two leaders. He
could easily understand that Churchill was loyally defending his
own homeland from Hitler’s forces by every possible means, fair
or foul, as his proper duty. But FDR was deceiving all America
against this nation’s determination to stay isolated from direct
military action far away from the Western Hemisphere and our
homeland. Therefore, Tyler considered one of these leaders
corrupt and infuriating. He assumed, mistakenly, that Connolly
would not have been informed about Roosevelt’s crooked deal with
Churchill.
So, Connolly blew the whistle back at Tyler Kent. He told
Roosevelt about it. Roosevelt told Churchill that he wanted Kent
arrested and tried in secret by a British tribunal and sent away
long enough so that the war would probably be over before he
ever saw daylight again outside that prison. So he was secretly
tried and sentenced to prison on the Isle of Wight for seven
years. He did about five years of his sentence. Tyler’s mother,
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Mrs. Anne H.P. Kent, noticed that the publicity about it was
squelched in the American press almost as soon as it began in
June 1940, and was distraught and wanted to get her son out of
that British prison and brought over to this side because, as
an embassy employee, he was supposed to have immunity under
British law. If he did anything that violated British law, he
was supposed to be brought over here and tried in our courts for
it. After all, we were buddies with Britain! But she wanted him
tried in open court so that his reasons for doing what he did,
even without statutory protection for whistleblowers, could be
exposed. He had a conscientious reason for doing what he was
doing. Well, Roosevelt and Churchill weren’t going to allow
that. She came, Tyler Kent’s mother, to the Florida Avenue
(Quaker) Meetinghouse to a specially called meeting sometime in
1942, to see if there was anybody there —she’d been meeting with
various church groups all around the Washington area— anybody
there who might have an idea on how she could get her son tried
as he should have been under American law in open court. This
is supposed to be a democracy and she thought it could be a
democracy even in wartime. Of course what she didn’t realize was
that it wasn’t one. The people are supposed to believe that they
are still in one, but as a practical matter, when the chips are
down, there isn’t any such thing in America. It’s a
conversational democracy. That’s about all it can be during the
war effort.
We got the whole story of how Mrs. Kent’s son had gotten into
this terrible trouble and how he had been betrayed and how
Roosevelt had been so perfidious, plotting to get us into war
and at the same time assuring every American parent that he
wasn’t going to send their sons into any foreign war, “except
in case of attack.” He gave himself that little out, while he
was arranging for us to be attacked. He was calculating how to
get Japan to do it. Well, when foreign trade with Japan between
July 1941 and September 1941 went from a bustling trade to a
tiny trickle within just two months, that threw the Japanese
empire’s whole financial system into such a chaos that they
suddenly had only about 10% of their world trade left and they
had a war in China to feed with it. So they felt that we had
been pretty sneaky. Japanese concepts of revenge were strong.
So they outdid themselves by sinking so many of our ships at
Pearl Harbor. They had phenomenal luck, and the Americans not
dreaming that anything like that could be done by Japan, didn’t
defend. They didn’t really keep track, although there was some
important information from decoded Japanese messages that
Admiral Husband E. Kimmel and Lieutenant General Walter Short
were
sacrificed
for
not
using.
Naturally,
they
were
underinformed about those intercepted messages indicating the
preparations for the attack.
The FBI had a perfectly easy job to get me convicted. They didn’t
have to lift a finger outside of the truth. I’d signed the whole
statement acknowledging what I’d refused to do when they’d
offered me the oath of induction into the army and they knew
before that, it was on the record on file. My whole Selective
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Service file was full of it. I knew exactly who and what I was
and they’d even interviewed a whole lot of people about me and
found out that it was all hanging together. So, my having
admitted exactly what I did and setting things straight in
context in an order of time, they didn’t have to lie in court,
under oath to the judge in order to win their case. It wasn’t
their case anyway. Selective Service was insulted by my behavior
in refusing.

So, I began to wonder seriously about the FBI. Judge Klobe had
an animus. He had one week earlier been bawled out in his own
courtroom, before he could stop the guy, by a Jehovah’s Witness
person who didn’t claim to be conscientiously opposed to all
war. Let the war of Armageddon come around and he would have
been the best warrior in the world! But he was a minister of the
Gospel and therefore, by law, he claimed to be exempt from the
draft. But all of Jehovah’s Witnesses are ministers, even their
kids. So the government wasn’t having any of what sounded like
nonsense. Anyway Judge Klobe was still smarting from that
incident. He didn’t let me open my mouth for one word. When he
and his prosecutors had scared out my attorney who was all
prepared to defend me as well as possible in court — the
attorney, by the way, was the chairman of the Toledo City
Planning Commission, and he liked my work! — I was getting nicely
settled in the job, assistant city planning engineer. He thought
that my work was fine. They were very dismayed when the draft
caught up with me and sent me to Cleveland and I had to refuse.
I’d given them as much warning of it as I could.
Arthur Kline was his name, the attorney who was there to defend
me. But through the court system, the federal court system
there, they said that if he tried to defend this draft dodger,
they’d see to it that he got mighty few bits of lawyering to do
in Toledo anymore. And he knew they could do it so he called me
to let me know that he had his law practice to defend. So I went
to my boss, the city planning engineer, the head of the staff,
and I told him what Arthur Kline had said.
“Well,” he said, “Arthur has been a close friend of mine for all
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the years I’ve been in this job, maybe a dozen years, and I think
he should keep on being the man of principle I always thought
he was. Don’t you let him off the hook! He doesn’t have an
ethical right to abandon you just because he’s been threatened
by some monsters in prosecution uniforms.”
So he wanted his very good friend to be held to his duty for me.
But I didn’t feel all right about that. I was very appreciative
of Arthur Kline’s willingness to defend me. He was one of the
better known lawyers in town. When I couldn’t have him and I had
no way of finding anybody else, I didn’t want to hang him with
all that kind of responsibility that had been ripped away from
him really by some ruthless people who were in a position to
know better about ethics and law.
I had two very long fasting periods. One was after communication
had been cut off and no more mail could go between me and Carol
unless I agreed to write about only what the prison authorities
would approve of. I was force-fed for some time, just as Corbett
Bishop was. The gunk that they poured into us was extremely
constipating. So there were some trials involved in that. He was
either released or transferred out of there so I didn’t see him
anymore. Then I was ultimately transferred to Lewisburg because

Milan didn’t want to monkey with me anymore. Ha-ha! I was a
pretty strange egg in Milan. They considered me a bad influence
because the whole population knew that there was a guy who wasn’t
working and he’s not eating, that they’re force feeding him, and
that kind of thing gets mentioned all over the place because
there were inmate orderlies even in that section of Milan. So
they thought as long as I was there, I wasn’t a very good
influence on the population that had all kinds of speculations
about me and about the officials’ frustration over me. For a
while, I was getting some scuttlebutt out of inmates saying that
I was likely to be sent to Leavenworth or to some extreme medical
center near there in the midwest, from which I might never emerge
alive. Those were the inmate rumors. Of course inmate rumors are
sometimes on the button and sometimes very wild mythology. I had
to accept all of it with that kind of a grain of salt.
I mentioned a chess player, a former Navy petty officer. There
was another chess player I found who was very interesting.
I think his name was Gruber, or perhaps Grober. He was a man
from New York City, I forget what borough he came from, but I
think he got into federal prison for tax evasion. There were a
number of people who were white collar criminals and sometimes
they claimed, maybe correctly, that their accountants had gotten
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them into such trouble. Sometimes they hired crooked accountants
so they could take those chances and lost. Well, Mr. Gruber had
another problem and that’s why I met him in the hospital at
Lewisburg. He had multiple sclerosis. He was in a wheelchair but
he sometimes walked very uncertainly on a couple of canes. They
didn’t have the elbow canes yet in those days so he was in danger
of falling on the hard terrazzo floors. He usually stayed in his
wheelchair whenever he had to go more than just a very few steps.
He played chess with others. He was an intellectual who failed
to get a real education. He only had business training for
whatever business he had been in. It might have been wholesaling
of some sort. I can’t remember any thing more specific than that.
He thought he’d gotten multiple sclerosis from somebody, a woman
that he had had an affair with —the one and only time, he said,
that he had ever cheated on his wife— and he found out later
that that woman had MS and hadn’t told him or maybe didn’t know
it but anyway he got it. After a few years of its incubation it
hit him so he was going to be downhill sooner or later. It might
in some cases take three or four years and in some cases it might
be ten or fifteen years. So he certainly rued the day when he
did a little cheating on the side.
I have from my files a letter that I wrote to Carol two months
after I arrived in Milan, Michigan. “My Dearest Cary, This
handwriting will be a bit worse than my usual because of having
sprained my right thumb catching a softball on the roof
yesterday afternoon. Perhaps I’ll be able to make this legible
holding the pencil between two fingers and going slowly.” Then
this next letter looks quite a bit different, because I had
broken the end phalange of the thumb of my right hand, catching
a ball up on the roof of the cellblock during recreation.
I reached up to get the ball and it somehow hit the end of my
thumb and bent it backward. So it wasn’t just a sprain. The end
bone was broken, and so I had to have my thumb put way back as
far as it would go so that the bone fragments would be together
and then cast in there. So with my hand in that kind of a cast,
I couldn’t write, so I had to write with my left hand. I did
that for six weeks. After the six weeks when my hand could come
out of its shell, my thumb was still very straight and I could
not bend it very much and I couldn’t even hold a pen for a while.
I tried to write another letter with my left hand and it
wouldn’t! It seemed to have a will of its own, as if saying,
Well, now you’ve got the right thumb out of its cast and you’ll
have to go back to it because I’m tired! Ha-ha! So even though
it was a great strain at first, I had to write the next letter
with my right hand, even though it was so stiff and unhandy! But
Carol wrote to me on a typewriter. She was doing stenographic
work in the office of the U.S. News and World Report magazine
in Washington while I was in Milan and Lewisburg.
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Ironically, after the Japanese surrender had been accepted in Tokyo Bay it would be revealed that during this
same month, there was a possibility that Japan might have surrendered even before the A-bomb, a prospect
that President Franklin Delano Roosevelt had simply been disdaining to follow up on. The following would
allegedly be published on August 19, 1945 in the Chicago Tribune and the Washington DC Times Herald, on
page 1:
BARE PEACE BID
U.S. REBUFFED
7 MONTHS AGO
------------------------------------------------BY WALTER TROHAN
Chicago Tribune Press Service
Washington, D.C. Aug. 19 - [1945]
Release of censorship restrictions in the United States makes
it possible to announce that Japan’s first peace bid was relayed
to the White House seven months ago.
Two days before the late President Roosevelt left for the Yalta
conference with Prime Minister Churchill and Dictator Stalin,
he received a Japanese offer identical with the terms
subsequently concluded by his successor, President Truman.
The Jap offer, based on five separate peace overtures was
relayed to the White House by Gen. MacArthur in a 40-page
communication. The American commander, who had just returned
triumphantly to Bataan, urged negotiations on the basis of the
Jap overtures.
All Acting for the Emperor
Two of the five Jap overtures were made thru American channels
and three thru British channels. All came from responsible
Japanese, acting for Emperor Hirohito.
President Roosevelt dismissed the general’s communication,
which was studded with solemn references to Deity, after a
casual reading with the remark, “MacArthur is our greatest
general and our poorest politician.”
The MacArthur report was not taken to Yalta. It was preserved
in the files of the high command, however, and subsequently
became the basis of the Truman-Attlee Potsdam declaration
calling for surrender of Japan.
News Kept Secret
This Jap peace bid was known to THE TRIBUNE soon after the
MacArthur communication reached here. It was not published,
however, because of THE TRIBUNE’S established policy of complete
cooperation with the voluntary censorship code.
Now that peace has been concluded on the basis of the terms
MacArthur reported, high administration officials prepared to
meet expected congressional demands for explanation of the
delay. It was considered certain that charges would be hurled
from various quarters of congress that the delay cost thousands
of American lives and casualties, particularly in such costly
offensives as Iwo Jima and Okinawa.
It was explained in high official circles that the bid relayed
by MacArthur did not constitute an official offer in the same
sense as the final offer, which was presented thru Japanese
diplomatic channels in Bern and Stockholm for relay to the to
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the for major allied powers.
War Lords Feared
No negotiations were begun on the basis of this bid, it was said,
because it was feared that if any were undertaken the Jap war
lords, who were presumed to be ignorant of the feelers, would
visit swift punishment on those making the offer.
It was held possible that the war lords might assassinate the
emperor. Officials said Mr. Roosevelt felt that the Japs were
not ripe for peace, except for a small group, who were powerless
to cope with the war lords, and that peace could not come until
the Japs had suffered more.
The offer, as relayed by MacArthur, contemplated surrender of
everything but the person of the emperor. Japanese quarters
making the offer suggested that the emperor become a puppet in
the hands of American forces.
Full Surrender Offered
Jap proposals in the MacArthur communication contemplated:
1. Full surrender of Jap forces on sea, in the air, at home, on
island possessions, and in occupied countries.
2. Surrender of all arms and munitions.
3. Occupation of the Jap homeland and island possessions by
allied troops under American direction.
4. Jap relinquishment of Manchuria, Korea and Formosa, as well
as all territory seized during the war.
5. Regulation of Jap industry to halt present and future
production of implements of war.
6. Turning over of Japanese the United States might designate
war criminals.
7. Release of all prisoners of war and internees in Japan proper
and in areas under Japanese control.
Meanwhile Mrs. John R. Kellam would return to Washington DC to live with her mother, work — and wait
out her pregnancy with her husband an imprisoned felon. She would work as a secretary for the United States
News until about a month before their daughter Susan would be born on August 30, 1945.

THE TASK OF THE HISTORIAN IS TO CREATE HINDSIGHT WHILE
INTERCEPTING ANY ILLUSION OF FORESIGHT. NOTHING A HUMAN CAN
SEE CAN EVER BE SEEN AS IF THROUGH THE EYE OF GOD.
IN A BOOK THAT IS SUPPOSED TO BE ABOUT HISTORY, ISSUED BY
RANDOM HOUSE IN 2016, I FIND THE PHRASE “LOOKED UPON FROM
THE BIRD’S-EYE VIEW OF HISTORY, ....” ONLY A MERE STORYTELLER,
NEVER A HISTORIAN, COULD HAVE PENNED SUCH A PHRASE —
World War II

“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project
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BECAUSE NO BIRD HAS EVER FLOWN OVER HISTORY.

January 1-17: In the village of Chenogne, the US 11th Armored Division had captured about 60 German soldiers. The
Americans marched their new prisoners of war off behind a small hill so what they did would be out of sight
of enemy troops still holding the woods beyond the village, and machinegunned them.
On this day the German army was beginning to extricate itself from the Ardennes (the withdrawal would be
complete by the 17th of the month).
WORLD WAR II
January 1, Monday: Army troops were landed by naval task unit on Fais Island, Caroline Islands, to capture and
destroy a Japanese radio station.
Submarine Stingray (SS-186) landed supplies at Tawi Tawi, Philippine Islands.
WORLD WAR II
After a harrowing night through which he was watched over by his girlfriend, Iannis Xenakis was captured by
the British and taken to the central hospital in Athens — where he would eventually undergo 3 operations to
reconstruct his face.
1,000 German planes attacked all forward Allied air groups, both inflicting and suffering heavy losses.
The Provisional government of General de Gaulle ordered the nationalization of Renault.
A Polish government under prime minister Edward Osóbka-Morawski was constituted in Lublin.
Pierre Boulez moved from the Rue Oudinot to accommodations in the Rue Beautreillis where he would live
until 1959 (he paid a coal-seller to move all his belongings by hand cart).
January 2, Tuesday: United States naval vessel damaged: Oiler Cowanesque (AO-79), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide
plane, Luzon area, Philippine Islands 8 degrees 56 minutes North, 122 degrees 49 minutes East
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Japanese naval vessel sunk: Coast defense vessel #138, by Army aircraft, Philippine Islands area, 16 degrees
37 minutes North, 120 degrees 19 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

January 3, Wednesday: Field Marshall Montgomery belatedly kicked off a British attack against the “Ardennes
bulge.”
British forces captured Ye-u, Burma northwest of Mandalay.
Greek regent Archbishop Damaskinos formed a government with General Nikolaos Plastiras as prime
minister.
Aircraft from fast carrier task force (Vice Admiral J.S. McCain), commence 2-day strike on Japanese shipping
and aircraft in the Ryukyu Islands and off Formosa.
United States naval vessels damaged:
•
•

Escort carrier Sargent Bay (CVE-83) and destroyer escort Robert F. Keller (DE-419), by collision,
Philippine Islands area.
Minelayer Monadnock (CM-9), by collision, Luzon area, Philippine Islands 12 degrees 22 minutes
North, 121 degrees 1 minute East

Japanese naval vessel sunk: Submarine chaser #10, by Army aircraft, Philippine Islands area, 7 degrees 4
minutes North, 123 degrees 37 minutes East
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United States naval vessel sunk: Escort carrier Ommaney Bay (CVE-79), damaged by Japanese Kamikaze
suicide plane, Luzon area, Philippine Islands 11 degrees 25 minutes North, 121 degrees 19 minutes East; sunk
by United States forces
WORLD WAR II

January 4, Thursday: Three of the Four Excursions op.20 for piano (I, II, IV) by Samuel Barber were performed for
the initial time, at the Philadelphia Academy of Music.
Allied troops completed their conquest of Leyte.
British forces occupied Akyab, Burma (Sittwe, Myanmar) northwest of Rangoon (Yangon).
United States naval vessels damaged:
•
•

Destroyer Ball (DD-587), by collision, Luzon area, Philippine Islands 11 degrees 25 minutes North,
121 degrees 19 minutes East
Oiler Pecos (AO-65), by horizontal bomber, Luzon area, Philippine Islands 12 degrees 19 minutes
North, 121 degrees 4 minutes East

Japanese naval vessel sunk: Submarine chaser #210, by aircraft, Formosa Strait
WORLD WAR II

January 5, Friday: British forces captured Shwebo, Burma northwest of Mandalay.
The USSR recognized the Lublin committee as the legitimate government of Poland.
Greek communist forces evacuated Athens in the face of British reinforcements.
Cruiser and destroyer task group (Rear Admiral A.E. Smith) bombards, and Army aircraft bombed enemy
shipping and installations on Chichi Jima and Haha Jima, Bonin Islands.
Cruiser and destroyer task force (Rear Admiral J.L. McCrea) bombarded Japanese installations at Suribachi
Wan, Paramushiro, in the Kurile Islands.
United States naval vessels damaged:
•
•
•
•

Escort carrier Manila Bay (CVE-61), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, Luzon area, Philippine
Islands 14 degrees 50 minutes North, 119 degrees 10 minutes East
Escort carrier Savo Island (CVE-78), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, Luzon area, Philippine
Islands 15 degrees 50 minutes North, 119 degrees 0 minute East
Heavy cruiser Louisville (CA-28), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, Luzon area, Philippine
Islands 15 degrees 0 minute North, 119 degrees 0 minute East
Destroyer Helm (DD-388), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, Luzon area, Philippine Islands 15
degrees 0 minute North, 119 degrees 0 minute East
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•
•
•
•
•

Destroyer David W. Taylor (DD-551), by mine, Bonin Islands area, 27 degrees 4 minutes North,
142 degrees 6 minutes East
Destroyer escort Edwin A. Howard (DE-346), by collision with destroyer escort Leland E. Thomas
(DE-420), Philippine Islands area, 9 degrees 48 minutes North, 127 degrees 15 minutes East
Destroyer escort Stafford (DE-411), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, Luzon area, Philippine
Islands 14 degrees 0 N, 120 degrees 0 minute East
Seaplane tender (small) Orca (AVP-49), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, Luzon area,
Philippine Islands 15 degrees 36 minutes North, 119 degrees 20 minutes East
Ocean tug Apache (ATF-67), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, Luzon area, Philippine Islands
15 degrees 53 minutes North, 119 degrees 0 minute East
WORLD WAR II

January 6, Saturday: With the withdrawal of Greek leftist forces, Athens became quiet.
An S.S. attack on Bastogne was repulsed by American defenders.
Francis Poulenc and Benjamin Britten were soloists in Poulenc’s Concerto for Two Pianos and Orchestra in
Royal Albert Hall, London, on the eve of his 46th birthday. It was the first time the two had met and it was the
beginning of a fruitful relationship.
Aircraft from fast carrier task force (Vice Admiral J.S. McCain) commenced a 1-day attack on Japanese
aircraft and airfield facilities in Luzon area, Philippine Islands.
United States naval vessels sunk:
•
•

High-speed minesweeper Hovey (DMS-11), by aircraft torpedo, Luzon area, 16 degrees 20 minutes
North, 120 degrees 10 minutes East
High-speed minesweeper Long (DMS-12), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, Philippine Islands
area, 16 degrees 12 minutes North, 120 degrees 11 minutes East

United States naval vessels damaged:
•

Battleships New Mexico (BB-40) and California (BB-44), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide planes,
Luzon area, Philippine Islands 16 degrees 20 minutes North, 120 degrees 10 minutes East

•

Heavy cruiser Louisville (CA-28), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, Luzon area, Philippine
Islands 16 degrees 37 minutes North, 120 degrees 17 minutes East
Heavy cruiser Minneapolis (CA-36), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, Luzon area, Philippine
Islands 16 degrees 10 minutes North, 120 degrees 10 minutes East
Light cruiser Columbia (CL-56), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, Luzon area, Philippine
Islands 16 degrees 20 minutes North, 120 degrees 10 minutes East

•
•
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•

•
•
•
•
•
•

Destroyer Newcomb (DD-586), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane and accidentally by United
States naval gunfire, Luzon area, Philippine Islands 16 degrees 20 minutes North, 120 degrees 10
minutes East
Destroyer Richard P. Leary (DD-664), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, Luzon area, Philippine
Islands 16 degrees 20 minutes North, 120 degrees 10 minutes East
Destroyers Allen M. Sumner (DD-691) and Walke (DD-723), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane,
Luzon area, Philippine Islands 16 degrees 40 minutes North, 120 degrees 10 minutes East
Destroyer O’Brien (DD-725), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, Luzon area, Philippine Islands
16 degrees 23 minutes North, 120 degrees 14 minutes East
Destroyer Lowry (DD-770), accidentally by United States naval gunfire, Luzon area,
Philippine Islands 16 degrees 40 minutes North, 120 degrees 10 minutes East
High-speed minesweeper Southard (DMS-10), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, Luzon area,
Philippine Islands 16 degrees 11 minutes North, 126 degrees 16 minutes East
High-speed transport Brooks (APD-10), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, Luzon area,
Philippine Islands 16 degrees 20 minutes North, 120 degrees 10 minutes East

Still at Auschwitz, Anne Frank’s mother Edith Holländer Frank died of starvation.
ANTISEMITISM
GERMANY
WORLD WAR II
January 6, Saturday: With the withdrawal of Greek leftist forces, Athens became quiet.
An S.S. attack on Bastogne was repulsed by American defenders.
Francis Poulenc and Benjamin Britten were soloists in Poulenc’s Concerto for Two Pianos and Orchestra in
Royal Albert Hall, London, on the eve of his 46th birthday. It was the first time the two had met and it was the
beginning of a fruitful relationship.
Aircraft from fast carrier task force (Vice Admiral J.S. McCain) commenced a 1-day attack on Japanese
aircraft and airfield facilities in Luzon area, Philippine Islands.
United States naval vessels sunk:
•
•

High-speed minesweeper Hovey (DMS-11), by aircraft torpedo, Luzon area, 16 degrees 20 minutes
North, 120 degrees 10 minutes East
High-speed minesweeper Long (DMS-12), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, Philippine Islands
area, 16 degrees 12 minutes North, 120 degrees 11 minutes East

United States naval vessels damaged:
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•

Battleships New Mexico (BB-40) and California (BB-44), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide planes,
Luzon area, Philippine Islands 16 degrees 20 minutes North, 120 degrees 10 minutes East

•

Heavy cruiser Louisville (CA-28), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, Luzon area, Philippine
Islands 16 degrees 37 minutes North, 120 degrees 17 minutes East
Heavy cruiser Minneapolis (CA-36), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, Luzon area, Philippine
Islands 16 degrees 10 minutes North, 120 degrees 10 minutes East
Light cruiser Columbia (CL-56), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, Luzon area, Philippine
Islands 16 degrees 20 minutes North, 120 degrees 10 minutes East
Destroyer Newcomb (DD-586), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane and accidentally by United
States naval gunfire, Luzon area, Philippine Islands 16 degrees 20 minutes North, 120 degrees 10
minutes East
Destroyer Richard P. Leary (DD-664), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, Luzon area, Philippine
Islands 16 degrees 20 minutes North, 120 degrees 10 minutes East
Destroyers Allen M. Sumner (DD-691) and Walke (DD-723), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane,
Luzon area, Philippine Islands 16 degrees 40 minutes North, 120 degrees 10 minutes East
Destroyer O’Brien (DD-725), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, Luzon area, Philippine Islands
16 degrees 23 minutes North, 120 degrees 14 minutes East
Destroyer Lowry (DD-770), accidentally by United States naval gunfire, Luzon area,
Philippine Islands 16 degrees 40 minutes North, 120 degrees 10 minutes East
High-speed minesweeper Southard (DMS-10), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, Luzon area,
Philippine Islands 16 degrees 11 minutes North, 126 degrees 16 minutes East
High-speed transport Brooks (APD-10), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, Luzon area,
Philippine Islands 16 degrees 20 minutes North, 120 degrees 10 minutes East

•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

Still at Auschwitz, Anne Frank’s mother Edith Holländer Frank died of starvation.
ANTISEMITISM
GERMANY
WORLD WAR II
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January 7, Sunday: Auschwitz was no longer a functioning concentration camp. Of all the Frank family members in
the “secret annex” in Amsterdam, Otto Frank alone there survived.
ANTISEMITISM
GERMANY
Battleship, cruiser, and destroyer force (Vice Admiral J.B. Oldendorf) and aircraft from escort carrier group
(Rear Admiral C.T. Durgin) opened a 2-day bombardment and bombing of a beach area in Lingayen Gulf,
Luzon, Philippine Islands.
United States naval vessel sunk: High-speed minesweeper Palmer (DMS-5), by horizontal bomber, Luzon
area, Philippine Islands 16 degrees 20 minutes North, 120 degrees 10 minutes East
United States naval vessels damaged:
•
•

Attack transport Callaway (APA-35), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, Luzon area, Philippine
Islands 17 degrees 0 minute North, 120 degrees 0 minute East
LST912, by Kamikaze suicide plane, Luzon area, Philippine Islands 16 degrees 20 minutes North,
120 degrees 10 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

January 8, Monday: British troops forced Greek leftists out of Thebes and took control of the town.
Turkey broke diplomatic relations with Japan.
United States naval vessels damaged:
•
•

Escort carrier Kitkun Bay (CVE-71), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, Luzon area, Philippine
Islands 15 degrees 48 minutes North, 119 degrees 9 minutes East
Escort carrier Kadashan Bay (CVE-76), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, Luzon area,
Philippine Islands 15 degrees 10 minutes North, 119 degrees 8 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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January 9, Tuesday: British forces began an offensive against the Japanese in Burma (Myanmar).
Experiences I for two pianos by John Cage was performed for the initial time, at the Hunter College Playhouse,
New York.
Long Live Louis and Sidney Homer for chorus by Samuel Barber was performed for the initial time, in Winter
Park, Florida.
US Army forces landed on Luzon in the Lingayen Gulf area, north of Manila, under cover of naval gunfire and
carrier-based aircraft. (This had been where the Japanese had invaded the island 4 years earlier.) General
Douglas MacArthur was in overall command of the operation. Vice Admiral T.C. Kinkaid commanded the
naval forces, and Lieutenant General W. Krueger was the ground force commander. In support of the landings,
aircraft fast carrier task force (Vice Admiral J.S. McCain) bombed Japanese airfields and shipping in the
Formosa, Ryukyus, and Pescadores Islands areas. There was little Japanese opposition and they went on to
occupy Lingayen.
United States naval vessels damaged:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Battleship Mississippi (BB-41), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, Philippine Islands area, 16
degrees 8 minutes North, 120 degrees 18 minutes East
Battleship Colorado (BB-45), accidentally by United States naval gunfire, Philippine Islands area,
16 degrees 8 minutes North, 120 degrees 10 minutes East
Light cruiser Columbia (CL-56), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, Philippine Islands area, 16
degrees 8 minutes North, 120 degrees 10 minutes East
Destroyer escort Hodges (DE-231), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, Philippine Islands area,
16 degrees 22 minutes North, 120 degrees 12 minutes East
Transport Warhawk (AP-168), by Japanese suicide boat, Philippine Islands area, 16 degrees 20
minutes North, 120 degrees 10 minutes East
Oiler Guadalupe (A0-32), by collision, Philippine Islands area, 20 degrees 6 minutes North,
121 degrees 34 minutes East
LST925 and LST1028, by depth charges, Philippine Islands area, 16 degrees 20 minutes North,
120 degrees 10 minutes East

Japanese naval vessels sunk, Formosa area:
•
•
•

Submarine chaser #61, by carrier-based aircraft, 22 degrees 40 minutes North, 120 degrees
4 minutes East
Submarine chaser #90, by carrier-based aircraft, 22 degrees 40 minutes North, 120 degrees
0 minute East
Coast defense vessel #3, by carrier-based aircraft, 27 degrees 10 minutes North, 121 degrees
45 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

January 10, Wednesday: Allied troops captured Gangaw, Burma, west of Mandalay.
United States naval vessels damaged:
•

Destroyer Wicker (DD-578), by horizontal bomber, Philippine Islands area, 16 degrees 4 minutes
North, 118 degrees 55 minutes East
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•
•
•
•
•
•

Destroyer escort Leray Wilson (DE-414), by Kamikaze suicide plane, Philippine Islands area,
16 degrees 20 minutes North, 120 degrees 10 minutes East
High-speed transport Clemson (APD-31), by collision, Philippine Islands area, 16 degrees
20 minutes North, 120 degrees 10 minutes East
Attack transport Dupage (APA-41), by Kamikaze suicide plane, Philippine Islands area, 16 degrees
17 minutes North, 120 degrees 15 minutes East
Attack transport Latimer (APA-152), by collision, Philippine Islands area, 16 degrees 20 minutes
North, 120 degrees 10 minutes East
LST507, by collision, Philippine Islands area, 16 degrees 20 minutes North, 120 degrees
10 minutes East
LST610, by suicide boat, Philippine Islands area, 16 degrees 20 minutes North, 120 degrees
10 minutes East

Japanese naval vessel sunk: Coast defense vessel #45, by submarine Puffer (SS-268), off the Ryukyu Islands,
20 degrees 1 minute North, 126 degrees 34 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
January 11, Thursday: A truce was signed between Greek communists and the combined British and Greek right-wing
forces, temporarily ending the Civil War. Communists forces move to Thessalia with thousands of Greek
citizens fearful of the conservative government.
The Japanese begin to strike at the American presence at Lingayen Gulf, Luzon.
United States naval vessel sunk: Motor minesweeper YMS-14, by collision, Boston Harbor
United States naval vessels damaged, Philippine Islands area:
•
•
•
•

High-speed transport Belknap (APD-34), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 16 degrees 20
minutes North, 120 degrees 10 minutes East
LST270, by coastal defense gun, 16 degrees 20 minutes North, 120 degrees 10 minutes East
LST700, accidentally by United States naval gunfire, 16 degrees 43 minutes North, 119 degrees
58 minutes East
LST918, by coastal defense gun, 16 degrees 20 minutes North, 120 degrees 10 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

January 12, Friday: American planes attacked the Japanese naval base at Cam Ranh Bay, French Indochina, sinking
40 ships.
Indian troops captured the bridgeheads over the Irrawaddy (Ayeyarwady) at Kyaukmyaung and Thabeikkyin,
north of Mandalay.
The Red Army began a major offensive from the Baltic to the Carpathians.
Aircraft from fast carrier task force (Vice Admiral J.S. McCain) operating in the South China Sea hit Japanese
shipping, airfields, and other shore installations in southeast French Indochina.
United States naval vessels damaged, Philippine Islands area:
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•
•
•
•

Destroyer escorts Richard W. Suesens (DE-342) and Gilligan (DE-508), by Japanese Kamikaze
suicide planes, 16 degrees 20 minutes North, 120 degrees 10 minutes East
Attack transport Zeilin (APA-3), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 15 degrees 23 minutes
North, 119 degrees 10 minutes East
LST700, by Kamikaze suicide plane, 14 degrees 4 minutes North, 119 degrees 25 minutes East
LST710 and LST778, accidentally by United States naval gunfire, 15 degrees 0 minute North,
119 degrees 30 minutes East

Japanese naval vessel sunk, by carrier-based aircraft, South China Sea:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Training cruiser Kashii, 13 degrees 50 minutes North, 109 degrees 20 minutes East
Frigate Chiburi, 10 degrees 20 minutes North, 107 degrees 50 minutes East
Submarine chaser #31, 11 degrees 10 minutes North, 108 degrees 55 minutes East
Submarine chaser #43, 11 degrees 53 minutes North, 109 degrees 8 minutes East
Minesweeper #101, 11 degrees 10 minutes North, 108 degrees 55 minutes East
Transport #140, 10 degrees 20 minutes North, 107 degrees 50 minutes East
Patrolboat #103, 11 degrees 10 minutes North, 108 degrees 55 minutes East
Coast defense vessels #17 and #19, 10 degrees 20 minutes North, 107 degrees 50 minutes East
Coast defense vessel #23, 14 degrees 15 minutes North, 109 degrees 10 minutes East
Coast defense vessels #35 and #43, 11 degrees 10 minutes North, 108 degrees 55 minutes East
Coast defense vessel #51, 14 degrees 15 minutes North, 109 degrees 10 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

January 13, Saturday: The Red Army offensive sends German troops in Poland reeling to the west in disarray.
Symphony no.5 op.100 by Sergei Prokofiev was performed for the initial time, in Moscow, under the baton of
the composer. This was Prokofiev’s last performing appearance. The performance was delayed when large
guns were fired in tribute to the Red Army offensive in Poland.
United States naval vessel damaged, Philippine Islands area: Escort carrier Salamaua (CVE-96), by Japanese
Kamikaze suicide plane, 17 degrees 9 minutes North, 119 degrees 21 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II

January 14, Sunday: Soviet troops captured Lucenec, Czechoslovakia, east of Bratislava.
A cease-fire was agreed to between the British and Greek communists.
An orchestral suite from the ballet Fancy Free by Leonard Bernstein was performed for the initial time, in
Pittsburgh, conducted by the composer.
United States naval vessel lost: PT-73, by grounding, Philippine Islands area, 13 degrees 50 minutes North,
120 degrees 10 minutes East; beached and abandoned.
Japanese naval vessel sunk: Minelayer Yurishima, by submarine Cobia (SS-145), off Sumatra, 5 degrees 51
minutes North, 103 degrees 16 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
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January 15, Monday: Soviet forces took Kielce, Poland, south of Warsaw.
The Gestapo execute 79 Poles in Krakow.
The Bulgarian Orthodox Church ends its schism with the Patriarch of Constantinople.
Greek communist resistance to the British occupation of Athens ends. Some fighters surrender, others took to
the mountains.
Führer Adolf Hitler returns by train from his headquarters at Bad Nauheim to the Reich Chancellery, Berlin.
The first civilian Channel boat-train since May, 1940 departs London. Aboard were Francis Poulenc and Pierre
Bernac.
Aircraft from fast carrier task force (Vice Admiral J.S. McCain) attacked Japanese shipping and aircraft in the
Taiwan and China coast areas.
United States naval vessel damaged: Escort carrier Hoggatt Bay (CVE-75), by accidental explosion, Philippine
Islands area, 17 degrees 1 minute North, 119 degrees 20 minutes East
Japanese naval vessels sunk, by carrier-based aircraft, Formosa area:
•
•
•

Destroyer Hatakaze, 22 degrees 37 minutes North, 120 degrees 15 minutes East
Old destroyer Tsuga, 23 degrees 33 minutes North, 119 degrees 33 minutes East
Transport #14, 11 degrees 37 minutes North, 120 degrees 15 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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January 16, Tuesday: Chinese troops captured Namkham, Burma, northeast of Mandalay.
Elements of the Red Army entered Warsaw.
Northern and southern Allied forces meet in Houffalize, Belgium, cutting off 20,000 Germans and effectively
eliminating the “Bulge.” The US 1st and 3rd Armies linked up again after a month-long separation.

What
goes
around
keeps
coming
around
and
around
and
around...

Aircraft from fast carrier task force (Vice Admiral J.S. McCain) strike enemy shipping and installations at
Hong Kong, Hainan (Japan), and along the China coast.
German submarine sunk: U-248, by destroyer escorts Otter (DE-210), Hubbard (DE-211), Hayter (DE-212),
and Varian (DE-798), North Atlantic, 47 degrees 43 minutes North, 26 degrees 37 minutes West.
WORLD WAR II
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January 17, Wednesday: Soviet troops captured Warsaw. Raoul Wallenberg was taken into custody by the Soviets and
would not be heard of again.
ANTISEMITISM
Germans executed 320 Poles at Mlawa.
The last 41 Jewish slaves at Chelmo were shot by the S.S. One survived the execution gravely wounded.
Another stabbed an S.S. guard and escaped into the woods.
ANTISEMITISM
The Red Army liberated 94,000 Jews left in the two ghettos of Pest.
After he saved as many as 100,000 people from the Nazi death camps, Swedish architect Raoul Wallenberg
was arrested by Soviet troops in Hungary. He would die in a Hungarian prison in 1947.
American troops captured Diekirch, Luxembourg.
A dike on the Mosna River in Peru breaks, inundating the town of Chavin and killing about 1,500 people.

The “Death March” from Auschwitz began. Dr. Josef Mengele fled Auschwitz. He would take temporary
refuge at the Gross-Rosen camp but leave there before it was taken by the Russian army on February 11, 1945.
Spotted at Mauthausen, he would be held as a prisoner of war in a camp near München, Germany. There he
would obtain the identification papers of a fellow prisoner, Dr. Fritz Ulmann. For reasons of personal vanity
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Mengele had not allowed his blood type to be tattooed beneath his arm, and because of this the Americans did
not realize that he had been a member of the SS. After release he would remain on George Fischer’s farm for
three years and then move on, employing aliases such as Fritz Ulmann, Fritz Hollmann, Helmut Gregor, G.
Helmuth, Jose Mengele, Ludwig Gregor, and Wolfgang Gerhard.
WORLD WAR II

US aircraft destroyed 92 Japanese aircraft at Shanghai.
US Escort Carrier Nehenta Bay (CVE-74) was damaged in a storm in the vicinity of the Philippine Islands,
at 17 degrees 41 minutes North, 117 degrees 33 minutes East. Japanese Transport #15 was sunk by US
Submarine Tautog (SS-199) off Kyushu, Japan, at 31 degrees 9 minutes North, 130 degrees 29 minutes
East.222
WORLD WAR II
222. My cold-blooded intent here is to characterize the period of our 2d world war as what it was. It was a convulsion of helplessness
beyond anything humankind had to that point experienced. I will attempt to forego sympathy and access the affect of helpless people
on the various sinking ships at sea –torpedoed or whatever, waiting for their collective fate to engulf them– merely to assist in
depicting the general helplessness of such a spasm.
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January 18, Thursday: Edward Osóbka-Morawski, president of the Lublin committee, and his Soviet-backed
government moved from Lublin to Warsaw.
The remaining 62,000 defenders of Budapest surrendered to the Soviets.
The last 60,000 remaining inmates of Auschwitz, Birkenau, Monowitz and workers in area factories were
ordered evacuated west. Some were taken by rail, some in massed death marches in freezing temperatures for
hundreds of kilometers. 7,600 too sick to travel remained.
Ivan the Terrible, a film with music by Sergei Prokofiev, was shown for the initial time.
Two Japanese raiding parties landed on Peleliu, Palau Islands, in an unsuccessful attempt to damage aircraft
on the ground and destroy ammunition.
United States naval vessels damaged, Philippines Islands area:
•
•
•

LST219, by grounding, 16 degrees 10 minutes North, 120 degrees 22 minutes East
LST710, by collision, 16 degrees 10 minutes North, 120 degrees 22 minutes East
LST752, by collision, 11 degrees 11 minutes North, 125 degrees 5 minutes East

Japanese submarine sunk: RO-47, by destroyer escort Fleming (DE-32), central Pacific area, 12 degrees 8
minutes North, 154 degrees 27 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
January 19, Friday: Festive Overture for orchestra by William Grant Still was performed for the initial time, in
Cincinnati.
Soviet forces captured Krakow, Tarnow, Nowy Sacz, Wloclawek, and Lodz. When they entered the Lodz
ghetto (it had been the 2d largest in Poland), they found 877 Jews still alive out of an original total of a quarter
of a million.
ANTISEMITISM
WORLD WAR II
January 20, Saturday: Senator Harry S Truman was sworn in as Vice-President at the White House. Would you and
Bess and Margaret like to maybe see the Lincoln Bedroom before you trot yourselves over to the Naval
Observatory?
Chinese forces captured Mu-se, Burma, northeast of Mandalay.
Soviet troops achieve a breakthrough in East Prussia, capturing Tilsit (Sovetsk, Russia). They also took
Bardejov, Presov and Kosice in eastern Czechoslovakia.
The Hungarian provisional government concludes an armistice with the USSR, the United Kingdom and the
United States, in Moscow.
German forces in the west were now pushed back to a line roughly equal to that which they held at the
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beginning of the Ardennes offensive. 40,600 people were killed in the Battle of the Bulge. 75,000 Germans
were taken prisoner.
Overture for orchestra by Karel Husa was performed for the initial time, in Prague, conducted by the composer.
Hungary surrendered to the Allies. Armistice Agreement with Hungary.

READ THE FULL TEXT
The first 235Uranium was separated at Oak Ridge, Tennessee.
ATOM BOMB
Submarine Nautilus (SS-168) landed supplies on south coast of Mindanao, Philippine Islands.
Naval Technical Mission in Europe (Commodore H.A. Schade) was established with headquarters in Paris,
France.
Aircraft from fast carrier task force (Vice Admiral J.S. McCain) attack enemy shipping and airfields in
Formosa, and Pescadores Islands, and Sakashima Gunto and Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands. Japanese aircraft
make concerted counterattacks on the task force ships.
United States naval vessels damaged, Formosa-Ryukyu Islands area:
•

Carrier Ticonderoga (CV-14), by Kamikaze suicide plane, 22 degrees 40 minutes North,
122 degrees 57 minutes East
• Carrier Hancock (CV-19), by accidental explosion, 22 degrees 40 minutes North, 122 degrees
30 minutes East
• Light carrier Langley (CVL-27), by Kamikaze suicide plane, 22 degrees 40 minutes North,
122 degrees 51 minutes East
• Destroyer Maddox (DD-731), by Kamikaze suicide plane, 23 degrees 6 minutes North, 122 degrees
43 minutes East
Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Transport #101, by carrier-based aircraft, Formosa area, 22 degrees 37 minutes North, 120 degrees
15 minutes East
Transport #102, by carrier-based aircraft, Philippine Islands area, 11 degrees 3 minutes North,
123 degrees 5 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

January 21, Sunday: Japan instituted drastic manpower mobilization powers. Henceforth, all citizens might be
conscripted for labor at any time.
American forces took Tarlac, Luzon, north of Manila.
British and Indian troops landed on Ramree Island, Burma, northeast of Rangoon (Yangon).
Indian forces captured Monywa, west of Mandalay.
Soviet troops captured Gumbinnen, East Prussia (Gusev, Russia).
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The Germans evacuated Tannenberg (Nidzica, Poland), bringing the remains of Paul Hindenburg and his wife
back to Berlin.
American troops captured Wiltz, Luxembourg.
A Book of Music for two prepared pianos by John Cage was performed for the initial time, at the New School
for Social Research in New York.
The 27,000-ton aircraft carrier USS Ticonderoga was hit by a Japanese suicide plane while patrolling the
waters off Taiwan. Although the ship was not sunk, 144 died and about 200 were injured. (This event would
kept secret for some reason for 6 months.)
WORLD WAR II

January 22, Monday: British forces took Tilin, Burma, west of Mandalay.
Soviet troops captured Insterburg (Chernyakhovsk, Russia), Allenstein (Olsztyn, Poland) and Deutsch Eylau
(Ilawa, Poland), East Prussia.
A review of the previous night’s concert of music by John Cage by Virgil Thomson appeared in the New York
Herald Tribune. Thomson was effusive in his praise, calling Cage a genius. “His work represents...not only the
most advanced methods now in use anywhere, but original expression of the very highest poetic quality.”
Aircraft from fast carrier task force (Vice Admiral J.S. McCain) struck Japanese shipping, airfields, and other
installations in the Ryukyu Islands.
WORLD WAR II

January 23, Tuesday: Indian forces captured Myinmu, Burma, west of Mandalay.
The Japanese prison camp near Capas, Philippines was liberated. Over 4,000 veterans of the Bataan Death
March of 1942 had been housed there.
Allied forces captured St. Vith, Belgium.
Submarine Barb (SS-220) entered Namkwan harbor, China and made a torpedo attack on Japanese auxiliary
shipping.
Submarine Nautilus (SS-168) delivered supplies to east coast of Mindanao, Philippine Islands.
Japanese submarine sunk: Submarine I-48, by destroyer escorts Corbesier (DE-438), Conklin (DE-439), and
Raby (DE-698), off Yap Island, Caroline Islands, 9 degrees 45 minutes North, 138 degrees 20 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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January 24, Wednesday: American troops captured Calapan virtually ending Japanese resistance on Mindoro Island
in the Philippines. They also took Cabanatuan, north of Manila.
British planes destroy the Japanese oil refineries at Palembang.
A battleship, cruiser, and destroyer task group (Rear Admiral O.C. Badger) bombarded Japanese positions on
Iwo Jima in the Volcano Islands.
Naval land-based aircraft from the Philippine Islands bombed Japanese shipping at Keelung, Formosa.
United States naval vessel sunk: Salvage vessel Extractor (ARS-15), accidentally by United States submarine,
Philippine Sea, 15 degrees 44 minutes North, 133 degrees 29 minutes East
United States naval vessel damaged: Landing ship dock Shadwell (LSD-15), by aircraft torpedo, Philippine
Islands area, 9 degrees 1 minute North, 123 degrees 45 minutes East
Japanese naval vessel sunk: Destroyer Shigure, by submarine Blackfin (SS-322), Gulf of Siam, 6 degrees 0
minute North, 103 degrees 48 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

January 25,Thursday: German troops almost cut off in East Prussia began evacuating.
The S.S. began evacuating the Stuthof death camp in a severe winter storm, killing 12,000 immediately and
sending 51,000 more on a death march.
The S.S. shot 350 Jews in the sick room at Auschwitz.
ANTISEMITISM
Fluoride was added to a city water supply for the initial time, in Grand Rapids, Michigan.
Four Choral Patterns from The New Yorker (later renamed The Choral New Yorker), for solo voices, chorus
and piano by Irving Fine, to words of four different poets, was performed for the initial time, in Sanders
Theater of Harvard University.
Incidental music to Shakespeare’s play The Tempest by David Diamond was performed for the initial time, in
the Alvin Theater, New York.
WORLD WAR II
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January 26/27: Soviet troops arrived at Auschwitz.

GERMANY
The Japanese army retreated to the China coast.
In France, 2d Lieutenant Audie Murphy was behaving bravely, or stupidly. On a useful occasion he would be
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awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor for his bravery, or stupidity:

CITATION: 2d Lt. Murphy commanded Company B, which was attacked by 6 tanks and
waves of infantry. 2d Lt. Murphy ordered his men to withdraw to prepared positions in a
woods, while he remained forward at his command post and continued to give fire
directions to the artillery by telephone.
Behind him, to his right, 1 of our tank destroyers received a direct hit and began to burn.
Its crew withdrew to the woods. 2d Lt. Murphy continued to direct artillery fire which
killed large numbers of the advancing enemy infantry.
With the enemy tanks abreast of his position, 2d Lt. Murphy climbed on the burning tank
destroyer, which was in danger of blowing up at any moment, and employed its .50 caliber
machine gun against the enemy. He was alone and exposed to German fire from 3 sides,
but his deadly fire killed dozens of Germans and caused their infantry attack to waver. The
enemy tanks, losing infantry support, began to fall back.
For an hour the Germans tried every available weapon to eliminate 2d Lt. Murphy, but he
continued to hold his position and wiped out a squad which was trying to creep up
unnoticed on his right flank. Germans reached as close as 10 yards, only to be mowed
down by his fire. He received a leg wound, but ignored it and continued the single-handed
fight until his ammunition was exhausted. He then made his way to his company, refused
medical attention, and organized the company in a counterattack which forced the
Germans to withdraw. His directing of artillery fire wiped out many of the enemy; he
killed or wounded about 50.
2d Lt. Murphy’s indomitable courage and his refusal to give an inch of ground saved his
company from possible encirclement and destruction, and enabled it to hold the woods
which had been the enemy’s objective.

He would go on to become a Hollywood movie star (“Bad Boy,” “To Hell and Back,” etc.) and songwriter
(“Shutters and Boards,” “When the Wind Blows in Chicago,” etc.), and gamble and substance-abuse his way
through any number of fortunes.
WORLD WAR II
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January 26, Friday: British and Indian troops landed on the Chedube Islands, Burma. They also took Myohaung,
northeast of Akyab (Sittwe). Indians took Pauk, southwest of Mandalay.
Soviet troops reached the Baltic north of Elbing (Elblag) completely cutting off East Prussia.
The last 5 gas chambers and crematoria were blown up at Auschwitz, as German S.S. guards abandoned the
camp.
A 5-man National Supreme Council took power in Hungary.
Elegy for viola or violin by Igor Stravinsky was performed for the initial time, in the Coolidge Auditorium,
Library of Congress, Washington.
WORLD WAR II
January 27, Saturday: Chinese troops form Yunnan and Burma linked up near Mongyu thus clearing the Ledo Road.
The Red Army captured Memel (Kleipeda, Lithuania). They also encircled Posen and Thorn.
Red Army troops entered Auschwitz and found 648 corpses and more than 7,000 starving survivors (5,800
Jews at Birkenau, 1,200 Poles at Auschwitz main camp and 650 slaves of various nationalities at Monowitz).
They also found the burned-out ruins of 29 enormous storehouses, six still standing. These contained 836,255
dresses, 348,000 men’s suits, and 38,000 pairs of men’s shoes.
ANTISEMITISM
As Soviet soldiers approached Schönlanke, approximately 500 of its citizens committed suicide.
American troops took Oberhausen, Germany.
Japanese naval vessel sunk: Minesweeper #102, by submarine Bergall (SS-320), Java Sea, 8 degrees 37
minutes South, 115 degrees 39 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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January 28, Sunday: American troops landed at San Antonio, north of Subic Bay, Luzon.
Soviet troops captured Katowice, west of Krakow and Leszno, south of Posen.
Heitor Villa-Lobos appeared in a concert of his music at the Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York presented
by the New York League of Composers.
The Burma Road was reopened.
Carrier Antietam (CV-36), was commissioned at Philadelphia.
United States naval vessel sunk: PT-338, by grounding, off Luzon, Philippine Islands 12 degrees 6 minutes
North, 121 degrees 23 minutes East; sunk by United States forces.
Japanese naval vessel sunk: Frigate Kume, by submarine Spadefish (SS-411), Yellow Sea, 33 degrees 56
minutes North, 123 degrees 6 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
January 29, Monday: Vice President Harry S Truman attended the funeral of Thomas J. Pendergast in Kansas City,
Missouri.
“The pachinko ball doesn’t want to plonk into
the plastic tub before it has accomplished
some sort of trajectory.”
—
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Lieutenant Commander M. Johnson’s Liberty Ship USS Serpens had been launched on April 5, 1943 and after
its first 17 months of service in the Pacific region, its holds had been converted for the storage of munitions.
While loading depth charges at its berth in Linga Roads, Guadalcanal, there was some sort of unfortunate
mistake made. Afterward only the bow of the ship was to be found at the scene. The captain and 7 other Coast
Guard men had been away at the time. When they attempted a personnel count, only a couple more members
of the Coast Guard could be found, and 196 crewmembers and 57 stevedores had gone missing, were utterly
unaccounted for, and presumably were in heaven.
Army forces were landed near San Antonio, northwest of Subic Bay, Luzon, Philippine Islands by naval attack
group (Rear Admiral A.D. Struble).
King Petar II of Yugoslavia announced he was withdrawing his opposition to a regency for the country, to
facilitate an agreement between his government in London and Marshall Tito.
Adagio pour orgue op.201 by Charles Koechlin was performed for the initial time, in Paris.
United States Cargo Ship Serpens (AK-97) sank after an explosion near Guadalcanal, Solomon Islands.
United States naval vessels damaged, Philippine Islands area:
•
•

Transport Cavalier (APA-37), by submarine torpedo, 14 degrees 48 minutes North, 119 degrees
18 minutes East
Repair ship Amycus (ARL-2), by Japanese horizontal bomber, 16 degrees 20 minutes North, 120
degrees 10 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

January 30, Tuesday: US Army troops were landed on Grande Island, Subic Bay, Luzon, Philippine Islands. As
MacArthur had promised the Japanese, he had returned.
American forces captured Olongapo, northwest of Manila.
American and Philippine troops raid the Cabanatuan POW camp on Luzon, killing 225 Japanese guards and
freeing 531 prisoners.
Drago Marosic replaced Ivan Subasic as prime minister of the Yugoslav government-in-exile.
American forces began an offensive against the Siegfried Line.
The 25,484-ton German luxury cruise liner Wilhelm Gustloff had been built to carry 1,465 passengers and a
crew of 400. Converted into a 500-bed hospital ship, it had set out from the Bay of Danzig enroute to the port
of Stettin jammed with 4,658 fleeing persons including 918 naval officers and men, 373 German Women Naval
Auxiliaries, 162 wounded soldiers of whom 73 were stretcher cases, and 173 crew, all trying to escape the
attentions of the advancing Red Army, and then as the ship had set out, before it could clear the harbor many
more of these desperate fugitives had come alongside in small boats and gotten aboard uncounted. Just before
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midnight, as the ship moved through the icy waters of the Baltic near the Danish island of Bornholm,
Alexander Marinesko’s S-13 (it was a submarine of German design!) expended three torpedoes on this tin tub
jammed with human meat.

The 1st hit the bow, the 2nd hit below the empty swimming pool on E-deck where the Women Auxiliaries were
berthed killing most of them, and the 3rd hit amidships. There was a whole lot of running through the corridors
as the ship listed and sank in about 90 minutes. 964 floaters were taken to various places, such as the island of
Ruegen where the Danish hospital ship Prince Olaf was in Sassnitz harbor, but many of this 964 who were
picked up would not be able to survive. Under the circumstances we have no idea how many died, but we’ve
reached a tabulation of 10,582 people who must have been on board without any real reason to close the books
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and stop counting, so it is rather likely that more than 7,000 died.
WORLD WAR II

January 31, Wednesday: By order of General Dwight David “Ike” Eisenhower, Private Edward Donald “Eddie”
Slovik, having been hidden away by a French girlfriend, was put before a firing squad at Ste. Marie-auxMines. He was the 1st American so executed since the Civil War and the only one in World War II.

FINAL EXECUTIONS
August 15, 1941

Corporal Josef Jakobs

German spy executed by firing squad at the Tower
of London

January 31, 1945

Private Edward Donald
“Eddie” Slovik

General Dwight David “Ike” Eisenhower ordered
his execution by firing squad for desertion during
World War II by his own unit, the 28th Infantry
Division, in a small town in northeast France

May 9, 1947

Edward Gertson and Philip
Bellino

last to be electrocuted in Massachusetts

Soviet tanks crossed the River Oder, the last natural barrier to Berlin.
US Army troops were landed at Masugbu, southwest of the entrance to Manila Bay, Luzon, Philippine Islands
by naval attack group (Rear Admiral W.M. Fechteler) with support by carrier-based aircraft (Rear Admiral
W.D. Sample). A United States naval vessel was sunk by a Japanese suicide boat in the vicinity of the
Philippine Islands: Submarine chaser PC-1119, at 14 degrees 5 minutes North, 120 degrees 30 minutes East.
Meanwhile, a Japanese destroyer was sunk by US Army aircraft off Formosa: Destroyer Ume, at 22 degrees
30 minutes North, 120 degrees 0 minute East.
Friend Agnes Carol Zens Kellam wrote from Washington DC to her husband, Friend John R. Kellam, who was
being held in a federal penitentiary for refusing to kill:
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Dearest:
I’ve received two swell letters from thee, but have been so busy
and consequently so tired, this is the first chance I’ve had to
write thee. I didn’t know what the rules were, anyway. Thee says
thee is permitted to write two letters each week. I think thee
can write three. At least, it says in item 13, “Instructions to
be followed in corresponding with prisoners.” “13.7. Inmates are
permitted to send 3 letters per week, and to receive a total of
7. Letters in excess of 7 in any week will be returned to the
writer.” Let me know how many I should write to thee each week.
And when thee needs more money....
Gee, Johnny, the Calverts have been so swell. I don’t know how
to thank them. Money would be an insult, although I thought of
sending $5 to the Toledo Friends Group. Should I? The Calverts
took me in, and fed me, helped me pack, and took me to the
station. They’re wonderful Friends. How does thee suggest
I thank them?....
I received the box from the prison.... Thy shoes and coat are
being repaired. The suit is being cleaned and pressed, and I
think I shall give it to the Friends. It’s not worth keeping for
thee, especially when less fortunate people can make good use
of it. I gave a good many of thy old clothes to the Friends group
in Toledo. Mrs. Calvert said they could cut up the old pants and
make little skirts and pants from them.
I miss thee terribly, my dearest. All my love to thee. I feel
fine except a little bit sickish now and then.
Carol Z. Kellam

NEVER READ AHEAD! TO APPRECIATE JANUARY 31ST, 1945 AT ALL
ONE MUST APPRECIATE IT AS A TODAY (THE FOLLOWING DAY,
TOMORROW, IS BUT A PORTION OF THE UNREALIZED FUTURE AND IFFY
AT BEST).

World War II

“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project
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FEBRUARY 1945
February/March: The USS Indianapolis (CA-35), again flagship of the US 5th Fleet, joined in attacks on Iwo Jima,
the Japanese home islands, and the Ryukyus.
WORLD WAR II
February 1, Thursday: Soviet troops occupied Torun, northwest of Warsaw. With the Red Army only a few kilometers
away, Berlin was declared a fortress city.
In Bulgaria, 2 former members of the Council of Regents, 3 former prime ministers, 22 former ministers, and
11 royal advisors were sentenced to death for treason and war crimes. By the time the trials would end during
March, more than 2,000 people would have been executed, and 9,000 imprisoned.
United States naval vessels sunk:
•
•

PT-77, accidentally by United States naval gunfire, Philippine Islands area, 13 degrees 55 minutes
North, 120 degrees 36 minutes East; beached and abandoned
PT-79, accidentally by United States naval gunfire, Philippine Islands area, 13 degrees 55 minutes
North, 120 degrees 36 minutes East
TIMELINE OF ACCIDENTS

Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•

Transport #115, by Army aircraft, Philippine Islands area, 20 degrees 0 minute North, 121 degrees
0 minute East
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•

Submarine RO-115, by destroyers Jenkins (DD-447), O’Bannon (DD-450), and BELL (DD-587),
and destroyer escort Ulvert M. Moore (DE-442), Philippine Islands area, 13 degrees 20 minutes
North, 119 degrees 20 minutes East

WORLD WAR II
February 2, Saturday: At the Palais de Chaillot, Paris, Olivier Messiaen improvises at the organ. His improvisations
were recorded for use as incidental music for Fabre’s play Tristan et Yseult.
Ecuador declared war on Germany.
Trier was captured by the Allies.
Japanese naval vessel sunk: Coast defense vessel #144, by submarine Bergall (SS-321), off Malay Peninsula,
4 degrees 32 minutes North, 104 degrees 30 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
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February 3, Saturday: Fighting moved into Manila.
Soviet troops captured Landsberg (Wielkopolski), east of Berlin.
American and French forces took Colmar, France, south of Strasbourg.
The Allies announced that all Germans had been expelled from Belgium.
Peace talks began between the warring Greek factions.
An American bomb hit a Berlin courthouse, killing Roland Freisler, president of the Volksgerichtshof court
that sentenced any German suspected of any resistance to the authority of the Nazi state to be immediately
taken out and hanged. (You may well have seen one of the various attempts to do artistic justice to Judge
Freisler’s courtroom antics: in 1984 Rainer Steffen portrayed him in the television film “Wannseekonferenz,”
in 1989 Roland Schäfer portrayed him in the film “Reunion,” in 1996 Brian Cox portrayed him in the
television film “Witness Against Hitler,” in 2001 Owen Teale portrayed him in the television film
“Conspiracy,” in 2005 André Hennicke portrayed him in the film “Sophie Scholl – The Final Days,” and in
2008 Helmut Stauss portrayed him in the film “Valkyrie.” It seems really difficult for an actor to make his
actual recorded behaviors come across to a contemporary audience as other than merely ridiculous.)
The Lindenoper in Berlin was destroyed by bombs.
Marshall Chiang Kai-Shek demanded the immediate departure from Burma of all Chinese forces in order that
they could be used against the Communist Army in China.
WORLD WAR II
February 4, Monday: Manila fell to the Allies.
WORLD WAR II
Henry Chauncey, assistant dean at Harvard University, had an idea while attending Episcopal services in the
little church on the Harvard Common — the one at which George Washington had assumed command of the
revolutionary troops. When he got home he wrote in his journal:
Finally, I decided to take the plunge. From a safe and respected
job I am embarking on an opportunity whose development depends
very much on what I do. During Church this morning a thought
occurred to me which though not new was amplified in its
implications. There will undoubtedly in the near future be a
greater emphasis on taking a census of our human resources in
terms of capacities for different kinds of employment.... This
project requires consideration from a lot of angles but men of
vision in the field of testing, vocational guidance, government,
economics, education could be consulted individually and
eventually in groups and a program eventually developed. Men
with whom this might be discussed might even be so high in
authority as ... President Roosevelt himself.
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Henry Chauncey was plotting a “Census of Abilities” that, through a series of multiple-choice mental tests
taken by the entire American population, would categorize and sort our destinies, routing each person toward
the role he or she might best play in the greater polity. This would develop into an organization he personally
would head, the Educational Testing Service (ETS), which would administer a strategic aptitude test, the
Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT). Chauncey’s sponsor, President James Bryant Conant of Harvard, had been

proposing in a series of righteous magazine articles to replace the existing, undemocratic American élite of
privilege with a new élite constituted instead of the best and the brightest: the brainy, the highly skilled, and
the public-spirited, drawn from every background of our national life. In the generations of our national
existence, a distinct American privileged upper class had emerged (of which Chauncey himself was a type
case). Rich and heedless young men surrounded by servants, whose lives were full of parties and sports rather
than of studying and work, had come to set the tone of Ivy League life — and that was just wrong. What was
required was a careful selection of this new élite of the capable. Chauncey knew himself to be the man for this
job.How could these fair-minded, progressive-spirited men know, that instead of setting up a system whereby
THE MERITOCRACY
the unentitled would become entitled, they were setting up a system whereby the unentitled would be sucked
in with grand promises, and then relentlessly abused? (My having done extraordinarily well on their Graduate
Record Examination, and my being granted in consequence a full tuition-and-living-expenses scholarship to
Harvard Graduate School despite my twisted spine, meant only that the entitled people at Harvard, the
department chair Firth, the chair professors such as Quine, the teaching assistants, and the other graduate
students, the ones from prep schools, the ones who had backgrounds and families and support networks, were
going to have to abuse me and abuse me, and hurt me and hurt me — until, since clearly I was not a Harvard
Man and could never become a Harvard Man, since my existence was such a blazing embarrassment and
humiliation to them all, they could force me to crawl back under my rock and leave them the hell alone. I would
have been better off if I could have flunked those three GRE examinations, which in fact had been pathetically
simpleminded and trivial! I would have been better off is this “meritocracy” idea had never sprung into the
inflamed imaginations of Messrs. Conant, Chauncey, and Brigham! They did nothing but raise my
expectations and then proceed to humiliate me.)
ASSLEY
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February 4, Sunday-11, Sunday: The Yalta Conference of President Franklin Delano Roosevelt, Prime Minister
Winston Churchill, and General Secretary Iosef Vissarionovich Dzugashvili (“Stalin”) at Potsdam would
between the 4th and the 11th settle the postwar fate of Eastern Europe.

READ THE FULL TEXT

The racial legislation of Fascist Italy and Nazi Germany was annulled (two down, one to go).
Nazi concentration camps were inspected and the extent of holocaust became known to the general public.
The refugee situation in Europe was of course entirely chaotic.
The United Nations was founded. At an early point, there was some speculation that it might be appropriate to
situate this organization in Concord, Massachusetts (whether this consideration was ever fantasized by anyone
outside Concord, or was entirely contained within that local group of citizens, is unknown).
Ho Chi Minh used our Declaration of Independence as a model for his speech in which he declared Vietnam
to be free of French colonial rule. Refer to HO CHI MINH: A LIFE by William J. Duiker (NY: Hyperion, 2000).
Symphony in G by Lukas Foss was performed for the initial time, in Pittsburgh, the composer himself
conducting.
Friend Agnes Carol Zens Kellam wrote from Washington DC to her husband, Friend John R. Kellam, who was
being held in a federal penitentiary for having refused to participate in the killing:
February 6, 1945
Hi Dearest:
... I’m writing this at work (my second day) as it’s early (8:10)
and I have no work to do as yet. I was sort of tired yesterday
when 5 p.m. came (quitting time) although the work is very easy.
I’m doing stenographic work with the Bureau of National Affairs,
a publishing company headed by David Lawrence and affiliated
with the United States News....
Oh, I work from 8:15 a.m. to 5 p.m. five days a week — no Saturday
work. Lunch is from 11:45 to 12:30 and I eat with Nelda [a close
friend] and some other girls at a canteen in a church nearby —
where whites and Negroes eat together!! I believe the
denomination is Southern Presbyterian — it’s called Church of
the Pilgrims....
My girl friend, Ree, is going to have a baby in September — we
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think our baby will come earlier, however. She asked me how I
felt and I told her fine except once in a while. She said she
felt fine once in a while.... I haven’t been to a doctor yet.
I’ll write first to the University of Chicago to see if they can
recommend a doctor here who believes in the principles of
natural childbirth....
One of the girls in the office here just now showed me a picture
of a boy friend of hers who is a conscientious objector working
in a mental hospital in Marion, Virginia. She says he is a swell
fellow, and she sticks up for him through the criticism she has
received for going out with him. People here have all been very
nice — no raised eyebrows. And I can work as long as I want
to....
I am wearing thy watch and think about thee every time I look
at it. I hope thee can find work to do there, cause thee’ll be
happier, but that’s up to thee and the authorities.
All my love, Thy Cary
Dresden, Tokyo, Hiroshima, and Nagasaki were destroyed in allied bomb raids using conventional and
unconventional technologies.223
WORLD WAR II

The Blood-Guilt224
So long having foreseen these convulsions, forecast the hemorrhagic
Fevers of civilization past prime striving to die, and having through verse, image and fable
For more than twenty years tried to condition the mind to this bloody climate:
— do you like it,
Justified prophet?
I would rather have died twenty years ago.
“Sad sons of the stormy fall,”
You said, “no escape; you have to inflict and endure ... and the world is like a flight of swans.”
I said, “No escape.”
You knew also that your own country,
though ocean-guarded, nothing to gain, by its destined fools
Would be lugged in.
I said, “No escape.”
If you had not been beaten beforehand,
hopelessly fatalist,
You might have spoken louder and perhaps been heard, and prevented something.
I? Have you never heard
That who’d lead must not see?
you share the blood-guilt.

You saw it, you despaired of preventing it,

Yes.
223. The firestorming of Tokyo would produce 83,793 deaths. That’s considerably more civilians than would perish at Nagasaki
under the atomic weapon — General Curtis LeMay would later aver that the citizens of Tokyo had been “scorched and boiled and
baked to death,” and speculate that if the USA had lost the war, he and Robert Strange McNamara would have been put on trial as
war criminals on account of the fire-bombing of Tokyo.)
224. This poem was entirely suppressed by the publisher, Random House, even after the war was over.

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

WORLD WAR II

WWII

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

WORLD WAR II

WWII

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE
— Robinson Jeffers

(During this year this poet, who was considered by his publisher Random House to be writing poems not
considered fit for publication, was being inducted into the American Academy of Arts & Letters. :- )

“NARRATIVE HISTORY” AMOUNTS TO FABULATION,
THE REAL STUFF BEING MERE CHRONOLOGY

World War II
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THE FINAL SOLUTION OF WWII
I recently received an email which asserted:
> The Japanese would have surrendered anyway but maybe not totally unconditionally.
> Secret talks between the OSS and Japanese were ongoing in Switzerland.
> If the Emperor’s safety had been guaranteed, a surrender was only a few months away.

I responded to this email by asserting that if we in the United States of America had not had the atomic bomb
available to us, for whatever reason, in the manner in which we did, to employ as the final solution to World
War II in the Pacific Theater, then we would most definitely have dropped germ bombs onto the Japanese home
islands. There is a straightforward reason why this was so. We had at the time a realpolitik need to establish
that it was the USA rather than the USSR which had defeated Japan. This was a realpolitik objective which
we needed to accomplish, of course, before Japan seized an opportunity to surrender unconditionally. We did
have quantities of such anthrax devices available, we now know, for we had been planning to drop them on
Germany before it managed to surrender unconditionally. We had failed in our plan to drop these devices upon
a select group of target cities in Germany, with our intent being to make large blotches of the German landscape
entirely unavailable for human habitation for the next 50 to 100 years. We had failed for two reasons, reasons
having nothing to do with human decency and having to do only with issues of timing: 1st, the Overlord
invasion of Europe had gone unexpectedly quickly, and, 2d, there had been extensive production delays in our
anthrax manufacturing facility in Vigo — due to what I will generously characterize as the general
incompetence of that facility’s Indiana Ku Klux Klan management.
The above calls for some background explanation. These germ bombs were being manufactured near
Terre Haute. Some of my relatives –relatives on the pure white side of my family, I might point out by way of
emphasis– actually worked in this rural war plant. The manufacturing facility was being run by the Indiana
Klan on defense contract with the US government. The idea of doing this had been suggested by an early
advocate of germ warfare named Winston Churchill. The whole affair has, for your amusement, been
adequately explored in back issues of The Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists (q.v.).
Over and above that, there is no reason why the effective use of nuclear materials has required that they be
explodable in an atomic reaction. Due to their intense radioactivity, such materials can be rendered quite
adequately deadly in an exceedingly low-tech manner, that is, they can simply be pulverized and distributed
by means of some sort of conventional fire or explosion. Thus, even if our tower test of an atomic device at
Los Alamos had proved it to be a dud –even if our calculations had been entirely inaccurate and nuclear chainreaction practically an impossibility– we would still have gotten ourselves a new weapon of mass death,
available for use on the Japanese home islands, arising merely out of our mining and concentration of such
poisonously radioactive materials.
It is said, it may be in humor, that in every war they kill you a new way. Why did we chose to scorch and blow
apart Japanese noncombatants, civilian women and children, with this high-tech chancy new atomic device,
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rather than exterminate them low-tech with these available radioactive poisons? The answer is, we had
precedent for scorching them and blowing them apart, as that was a mere magnification of the action of the
smaller-scale conventional incendiary and explosive devices we had already been dropping. An A-bomb could
be construed as amounting simply to an intensification of our existing, conventional techniques for doing
harm by means of the blast effect. Blast is conventional. By way of contrast, to have exterminated these same
noncombatants, civilian women and children, through the small-blast release of dirty radioactive aerosol
poisons, would have needed to be construed as an excursion into a new and unprecedented territory of death,
and might therefore have been more constructible by world opinion as a indefensibly novel new aggression.
In sum, we’re such nice people that we took pity on these Japanese civilians and killed them merely in what
could be made to seem to be the more conventional manner!
February 5, Monday: The Red Army crossed the Oder at Brieg (Brzeg) southeast of Breslau (Wroclaw).
Ecuador declared war on Japan.
WORLD WAR II
February 7, Wednesday: The Red Army crosses the Oder at Fürstenberg, south of Frankfurt-an-der-Oder.
Allied forces captured Schmidt, west of Bonn.
Paraguay declared war on Germany and Japan.
Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Submarine RO-55, by destroyer escort Thomason (DE-203), Philippine Islands area, 15 degrees
27 minutes North, 119 degrees 25 minutes East
Coast defense vessel #53, by submarine Bergall (SS-320), South China Sea, 12 degrees 4 minutes
North, 109 degrees 22 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

February 8 Thursday: Canadian forces launched an offensive south from Nijmegen.
German radio broadcast an order for all farmers to immediately turn over all stocks of wheat, barley, and rye,
at the expense of livestock.
Heitor Villa-Lobos conducted the New York Philharmonic in New York, in a performance of his Chôros nos.8
& 9.
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February 9, Friday: Japanese soldiers in Manila took 20 Philippine girls and would rape them repeatedly over the
following 3 days. Some would escape during an American air raid.
Indian troops completed their captured of Ramree Island, Burma.
American and French forces completed their operation to push the Germans back across the Upper Rhine.
The US submarine Batfish (SS-310) sank Japanese submarine I-41 in the Philippine Islands area, 18 degrees
50 minutes North, 121 degrees 40 minutes East; this was the 1st of three submarines that would be sunk in 4
days by the Batfish. (See 11 and 12 February 1945.)
WORLD WAR II
February 10, day: Soviet troops captured Elbing (Elblag).
A Red Army offensive began in East Pomerania.
A German force of 16,000 attempting to break out of Budapest was destroyed at Perbal, a western suburb. Only
a few hundred escape. 30,000 Germans surrender Buda to the encircling Red Army.
A few days after the sinking of the Wilhelm Gustloff, the 14,600-ton General von Steuben of the Nord German
Lloyd shipping line set out from Pillau in the bay of Danzig toward Swinemunde. It carried 2,000 more
wounded soldiers, many of them strapped into stretchers, 320 nurses, 30 doctors, and more than 1,000 more
people attempting to flee the attentions of the advancing Red Armies. In the middle of the night it was hit by
torpedoes from Captain Alexander Marinesko’s S-13 and sank in 7 minutes, the wounded still strapped to their
stretchers. 300 floaters were picked up, so about 3,000 must have died. Captain Marinesko had within ten days
added more than 10,000 corpses, in round numbers, to his collection! Now there was a guy who really had a
commitment to the feeding of fish!
WORLD WAR II
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February 11, Sunday: There was an unexpected criticality nuclear reaction at the Los Alamos Scientific Laboratory.
The material went beyond criticality into prompt-criticality, which is the next stage after criticality in the
generation of a bomb-like nuclear detonation. This was the 1st time in the history of the US’s nuclear program,
that such a supremely dangerous Chernobyl-like event had occurred in the laboratory.

TIMELINE OF ACCIDENTS

(To date there have been a couple of dozen such incidents. Not to worry, we are told — a full A-bomb nuclear
weapon-like blast is a real engineering success story and very difficult to create, and therefore it is really really
unlikely that any such prompt-criticality incident can produce a full A-bomb nuclear weapon-like blast without
our really having intended for that to happen. Just about the worst thing that might happen in a promptcriticality situation is that the nuclear material in question goes off like a dirty bomb — except that at the
Fukushima Daiichi site there are some 2,000 tons of nuclear material in the six reactor cores and seven cooling
pools, within a few thousands of yards of one another.)
British and Canadian forces captured Prüm, west of Koblenz.
Missa brevis for chorus and organ by Zoltán Kodály was performed for the initial time, in Budapest.
Achille van Acker replaced Hubert Pierlot as prime minister of Belgium at the head of a broad unity
government.
Stalin, Prime Minister Winston Churchill and President Franklin Delano Roosevelt signed a joint declaration
after their meeting in Potsdam. It put forth guidelines for the end of the war and the maintenance of peace
thereafter: An Agreement Relating to Prisoners of War and Civilians Liberated by Forces Operating Under
Soviet Command and Forces Operating Under United States of America Command.

READ THE FULL TEXT
United States naval vessel sunk:
•

LST577, damaged by submarine torpedo, east of Philippine Islands, 8 degrees 1 minute North,
130 degrees 37 minutes East, sunk by United States forces

United States naval vessel damaged:
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•

Ocean tug Takelma (ATF-113), by collision, Philippine Islands area, 10 degrees 50 minutes North,
125 degrees 25 minutes East

Japanese submarine sunk:
•

RO-112, by submarine Batfish (SS-310), Philippine Islands area, 18 degrees 53 minutes North,
121 degrees 50 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

February 12, Monday: A Japanese submarine was sunk, the RO-113, by US submarine Batfish (SS-310), in the
vicinity of the Philippine Islands, 19 degrees 10 minutes North, 121 degrees 23 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
The Greek resistance signed the Varkiza Agreement with the British occupiers of the country and its Greek
government. They agreed to disarm their guerrilla fighters, turn over weapons and give up control of the
territory it occupied (about ¾ of the country). They were promised legal recognition, free elections, and the
removal of Nazi collaborators from the armed forces and police. By July, Greek conservatives would imprison
18,000 people with torture and murder occurring on a daily basis.
German radio announced that all women were conscripted, to assist in the distribution of arms and supplies.
Peru declared itself at war with Germany and Japan.
12 Notations for piano by Pierre Boulez was performed for the initial time, in Paris.
February 13, Tuesday: American troops captured Cavite, south of Manila.
After a two-month battle, Soviet forces captured Budapest. 100,000 Germans were taken prisoner.
Soviet forces took Bunzlau (Boleslawiec), west of Breslau (Wroclaw).
The Polish government in London rejects the Yalta agreement while the Lublin government accepts it.
British bombers attacked Dresden with incendiaries. In the first wave, a firestorm was created, burning 2,850
hectares. The city was packed with refugees from the eastern front.
Peru declared war on Germany.
Poems for Piano, Volume 2 op.5 by Vincent Persichetti was performed for the initial time, over the airwaves
of radio station WNYC, New York, by the composer.
Motor torpedo boats entered Manila Bay, Luzon, Philippine Islands for night reconnaissance; these were the
first United States naval units to enter there since May 1942.
Air Marshall Arthur Harris ordered the bombing of Dresden, Germany despite the fact that this population
center had in it no war industries to speak of and no military garrisons to speak of.
WORLD WAR II
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February 13-14: Kurt Vonnegut, Jr. –an American prisoner of war who had been sent on a work detail to a city in
Germany which had no war industries and no military garrisons, and was helping make a dietary supplement
for pregnant women– spent this night and the following day in his POW quarters in a requisitioned meat locker
buried in the ground underneath Slaughterhouse #5, unable to go into the city of Dresden because of a
firestorm raised by 771 tons of incendiary devices dropped from 733 British bombers and 311 US Flying
Fortresses which utterly destroyed eleven square miles at the center of Dresden (the basis for
SLAUGHTERHOUSE-FIVE).225

It has been estimated that about 1,300,000 people were in the city as the raid started. Around 200,000 of these
were refugees from the east who were being allowed to camp in the city’s “Grosser Garten.” What was being
accomplished in that city amounted to the greatest number of casualties generated at one place and time during
the entirety of WWII. The death count would reach 135,000, only a few of whom had been soldiers.226

225. Thousands of British and American prisoners like Kurt were on work detail in the city from the large POW camp “Stalag IVb”
at nearby Muehlberg.
226. The death toll would have been much higher, but some of these bomber crews –aware that their leaders were trying to kill
thousands of civilians refugees in a city that lacked any significant war industry and contained no significant military base–
had traitorously jettisoned their bombs.
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As he would report in the introduction to his novel MOTHER NIGHT in 1962,
After a while the war came, and I was in it, and I was captured,
so I got to see a little of Germany from the inside while the war
was still going on. I was a private, a battalion scout, and, under
the terms of the Geneva Convention, I had to work for my keep,
which was good, not bad. I didn’t have to stay in prison all the
time, somewhere out in the countryside. I got to go to a city,
which was Dresden, and to see the people and the things they did.
There were about a hundred of us in our particular work group,
and we were put out as contract labor to a factory that was making
a vitamin-enriched malt syrup for pregnant women. It tasted like
thin honey laced with hickory smoke. It was good. I wish I had
some right now. And the city was lovely, highly ornamented, like
Paris, and untouched by war. It was supposedly an “open” city,
not to be attacked since there were no troop concentrations or
war industries there.
But high explosives were dropped on Dresden by American and
British planes on the night of February 13, 1945, just about
twenty-one years ago, as I now write. There were no particular
targets for the bombs. The hope was that they would create a lot
of kindling and drive firemen underground.
And then hundreds of thousands of tiny incendiaries were
scattered over the kindling, like seeds on freshly turned loam.
More bombs were dropped to keep firemen in their holes, and all
the little fires grew, joined one another, became one apocalyptic
flame. Hey presto: fire storm. It was the largest massacre in
European history, by the way. And so what?
We didn’t get to see the fire storm. We were in a cool meat-locker
under a slaughterhouse with our six guards and ranks and ranks of
dressed cadavers of cattle, pigs, horses, and sheep. We heard the
bombs walking around up there. Now and then there would be a
gentle shower of calcimine. If we had gone above to take a look,
we would have been turned into artifacts characteristic of fire
storms; seeming pieces of charred firewood two or three feet long
– ridiculously small human beings, or jumbo fried grasshoppers,
if you will.
The malt syrup factory was gone. Everything was gone but the
cellars where 135,000 Hansels and Gretels had been baked like
gingerbread men. So we were put to work as corpse miners, breaking
into shelters, bringing bodies out. And I got to see many German
types of all ages as death had found them, usually with valuables
in their laps. Sometimes relative would come to watch us dig. They
were interesting, too.
The flames of the induced conflagration were so intense that the rows of 35,000+ civilians sitting in air-raid
shelters underground simply roasted like turkeys, with their body fats running out and forming a deep pool of
black grease on the floor, and then their body juices evaporated and they became as light as cinders (according
to Kurt, this lightness somewhat eased the job of postattack cleanup).
WORLD WAR II
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It is an ill wind indeed, that blows nobody any good. The firebombing of Dresden actually saved some lives,
for some Jews at this point still remained in the city. They were the ones who had been spared being deported
to the gas chambers because they were the wives or husbands of certified Aryans. However, Nazi minds had
been changing and these survivors were being collected together, and the lot of them were scheduled to be
shipped by one of those special trains, to Auschwitz, departure scheduled for the 16th. In this final batch of
Jews for the burning was, for instance, Victor Klemperer — because of the firebombing he would continue to
live.
Later, in FATES WORSE THAN DEATH in 1991, Vonnegut would add some remarks which we might find useful
when contemplating Thoreau’s civil disobedience:
Among the unidentified, not-even-counted dead in the
cellars of Dresden there were, without doubt, war criminals
or loathsomely proud relatives of war criminals, SS and
Gestapo, and so on. Maybe most of the Germans killed in
Dresden, excepting the infants and children, of course, got
what was coming to them. I asked another great German
writer, Heinrich Böll, what he thought the dangerous flaw
in the character of so many Germans was, and he said,
“Obedience.”

NOT A BIG FAN
OF OBEDIENCE

Obedience to a leader, plus an evil leader, is adequate in itself to produce disaster:
“I cannot see why man should not be just as cruel as
nature.”
— Adolf “Mr. Natural” Hitler
The point has been generalized by Howard Zinn:
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“Civil disobedience is not our problem. Our problem is
civil obedience. Our problem is that numbers of people
all over the world have obeyed the dictates of the
leaders of their government and have gone to war, and
millions have been killed because of this obedience....
Our problem is that people are obedient all over the
world in the face of poverty and starvation and
stupidity, and war, and cruelty. Our problem is that
people are obedient while the jails are full of petty
thieves, and all the while the grand thieves are running
the country. That’s our problem.”
— Howard Zinn, “Failure to Quit,”
page 45, FREEDOM ARCHIVES,
522 Valencia Street,
San Francisco CA 94110
<http://www.freedomarchives.org>
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It should be taken into account, by opponents of new technologies such as the atomic bomb, that as is pointed
out in David Irving’s THE DESTRUCTION OF DRESDEN, the 135,000 civilians who died there on this date,
died as the result of an attack with conventional weapons.

Likewise, on the night of March 9, 1845, a firestorming of Tokyo by American bombers, using conventional
weapons, would produce 83,793 deaths.227
After this, Kurt would write. He confessed, however, that there was a problem inherent in this:
Over the years, people I’ve met have often asked me what
I’m working on, and I’ve usually replied that the main
thing was a book about Dresden.
I said that to Harrison Starr, the movie-maker,
one time, and he raised his eyebrows and inquired,
“Is it an anti-war book?”
“Yes,” I said. “I guess.”
“You know what I say to people when I hear they’re
writing anti-war books?”
“No. What do you say, Harrison Starr?”
“I say, ‘Why don’t you write an anti-glacier book
instead?’”
What he meant, of course, was that there would always
be wars, that they were as easy to stop as glaciers.
I believe that, too.
— Kurt Vonnegut, Jr. SLAUGHTERHOUSE-FIVE
OR THE CHILDREN’S CRUSADE
A DUTY-DANCE WITH DEATH. NY: Dell, 1971, page 3.
227. Should this not put an end forever to the speculation that we were willing to drop the atomic bomb on the Japanese because we
are by and large racist Caucasoids who consider Mongoloids to be Other? Clearly we did not wince at the firestorming of a civilian
Dresden filled with Caucasoid women and children and old men any more than we would wince at the firestorming of a largelycivilian Tokyo.
(Also, we have now become aware that Winston Churchill would have dropped 500,000 4-pound anthrax bombs on selected cities
in Germany, regardless of the fact that these cities were full of Caucasoid women and children and old men, if only our germ-bomb
plant near Terre Haute IN had been able to produce these bombs before Germany had a chance to surrender.)
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February 14, Wednesday: Indian troops captured Singu, north of Mandalay.
American planes bombed Chemnitz and Magdeburg.
Soviet troops took Schneidemühl (Pila) and Deutsch Krone (Walcz), north of Poznan as well as Sorau (Zary)
and Grünberg (Zielona Góra), southeast of Frankfurt-an-der-Oder.
As the Soviet army occupied Grünberg about 500 of its citizens committed suicide.
Lance Corporal Peter von Webern, son of the composer, was wounded during an air attacked on the train in
which he was riding near Lindenkogel in Lower Styria. He died this evening in a hospital train near Marburg.
Returning from Prague to Berlin, a contingent of German soldiers including Private Hans Werner Henze
passed through Dresden.
Chile declared war on Germany.
United States naval vessel sunk: Motor minesweeper YMS-48, by coastal defense gun, Philippine Islands area,
14 degrees 24 minutes North, 120 degrees 33 minutes East
United States naval vessels damaged, Philippine Islands area:
•
•
•

Destroyer Fletcher (DD-445), by coastal defense gun, 14 degrees 25 minutes North, 120 degrees
30 minutes East
Destroyers Radford (DD-446) and Lavallette (DD-448), by mines, 14 degrees 25 minutes North,
120 degrees 30 minutes East
Destroyer Hopewell (DD-681), by coastal defense gun, 14 degrees 24 minutes North, 120 degrees
33 minutes East

Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Submarine chasers #4 and #114, by submarine Hawkbill (SS-366), Java Sea, 8 degrees 20 minutes
South, 115 degrees 43 minutes East
Coast defense vessel #9, by submarine Gato (SS-212), Yellow Sea, 34 degrees 48 minutes North,
125 degrees 58 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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February 15, Thursday: After analysis of aerial photographs of the Dresden raid, American planes bombed the city
again, hoping to kill firefighters. It was estimated that somewhere between 25,000 and 100,000 people, mostly
women and children, lost their lives in Dresden. Richard Strauss wrote “I am in a mood of despair! The
Goethehaus, the world’s greatest sanctuary, destroyed! My lovely Dresden — Weimar — München, all gone!”
Lederle Laboratories Inc. announced in New York the development of penicillin which could be taken orally.
Uruguay and Venezuela announced a state of war with Germany and Japan.
Army forces were landed in the Mariveles Harbor area of Bataan Peninsula, Luzon, Philippine Islands by naval
task group (Rear Admiral A.D. Struble).
United States naval vessel sunk: Submarine Swordfish (SS-193), Pacific Ocean area, reported as presumed
lost.
United States naval vessel damaged: Motor minesweeper YMS-46, by coastal defense gun, 14 degrees 23
minutes North, 120 degrees 36 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
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February 16, Friday: While in prison awaiting trial, Jacques Larsac, the former police chief of Dijon, was lynched by
a mob.
Aircraft from fast carrier task force (Vice Admiral M.A. Mitscher) bombed airfields, aircraft factories, and
shipping in the Tokyo area; attack would be repeated on 17 February.

Fire support vessels and carrier-based aircraft commence 3-day prelanding bombardment and bombing of Iwo
Jima in the Volcano Islands.
Cruiser and destroyer task force (Rear Admiral J.L. McCrea) bombards enemy shore installations at Kurabu
Zaki, Paramushiro, Kurile Islands.
Army forces, preceded by naval bombardment and attack by Army aircraft, land on Corregidor, Luzon,
Philippine Islands.
United States naval vessel sunk:
•

Submarine Barbel (SS-316), Pacific Ocean area, reported as presumed lost.

United States naval vessels damaged:
•
•

Destroyers Ingraham (DD-694) and Barton (DD-722), by collision, Iwo Jima area, 31 degrees
45 minutes North, 141 degrees 54 minutes East
Submarine chaser PC-1119, by coastal defense gun, Luzon area, Philippine Islands 14 degrees
23 minutes North, 120 degrees 35 minutes East
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Japanese naval vessel sunk:
•

Minelayer Nariu, by submarine Sennet (SS-408), off Shikoku, Japan, 32 degrees 10 minutes North,
135 degrees 54 minutes East

WORLD WAR II

February 17, Saturday: British troops landed south of Myebon, Burma.
German scientists evacuated Peenemünde and make for Oberammergau.
Switzerland agreed to freeze all German assets pending an investigation.
Koblenz fell to the Allies.
United States naval vessels damaged:
•
•
•
•

Battleship Tennessee (BB-43), by Japanese coastal defense gun, Iwo Jima area, 24 degrees 44
minutes North, 141 degrees 19 minutes East
Heavy cruiser Pensacola (CA-24), by Japanese coastal defense gun, Iwo Jima area, 24 degrees 46
minutes North, 141 degrees 19 minutes East
Destroyer Leutze (DD-481), by Japanese coastal defense gun, Iwo Jima area, 24 degrees 46 minutes
North, 141 degrees 19 minutes East
Destroyer Dortch (DD-670), by Japanese strafing, Iwo Jima area, 30 degrees 1 minute North, 141
degrees 45 minutes East
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•
•

Destroyer Waldron (DD-699), by intentional ramming of Japanese picket boat, Iwo Jima area, 29
degrees 27 minutes North, 141 degrees 34 minutes East
Tug Hidatsa (ATF-102), by mine, Luzon area, Philippine Islands 14 degrees 25 minutes North,
120 degrees 30 minutes East

Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Transport #114, by Army aircraft, off Formosa, 23 degrees 4 minutes North, 120 degrees
30 minutes East
Coast defense vessel #56, by submarine Bowfin (SS-287), off Honshu, Japan, 33 degrees
53 minutes North, 139 degrees 43 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

February 18, Sunday: American forces breached the Siegfried Line north of Echternach, Luxembourg.
Suite no.2 from the ballet Gayaneh by Aram Khachaturian was performed for the initial time, in Moscow
Conservatory Bolshoy Hall.
United States naval vessels damaged, Iwo Jima area:
•
•

Light minelayer Gamble (DM-15), by Japanese horizontal bomber, 24 degrees 55 minutes North,
141 degrees 8 minutes East
High-speed transport Blessman (APD-48), by Japanese horizontal bomber, 25 degrees 5 minutes
North, 141 degrees 10 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

“A victory described in detail is indistinguishable
from a defeat.”
— Jean-Paul Sartre

February 19, Monday: Street fights erupt in Bucharest between members of the National Peasant Party and
Communists.
American troops land on Samar Island, Philippines as well as the small offshore islands of Dalupiri and Capul.
The Japanese Army evacuated from Mandalay.
The 4th and 5th Marine divisions assaulted Iwo Jima, supported by intensive naval gunfire and air attack. The
operation was under the overall command of Admiral R.A. Spruance, Commander Fifth Fleet, who had strong
feelings about the pointlessness of the whole affair. The final sentence of the most recent analysis of this battle,
at <http://muse.jhu.edu/journals/journal_of_military_history/v068/68.4burrell.html>, is a comment that
“Perhaps the most appropriate tribute later generations can offer Iwo Jima’s valiant dead is to ask why they
had to die to secure fighter escorts that never materialized.” (We notice that in Clint Eastwood’s Hollywood
versions of the struggle, such issues go entirely unmentioned. We had to attack the island, and they had to
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defend it, because it was sacred Japanese soil? –In point of fact, this chain of volcanic islands had never been
that. After the island was conquered, the impact of this on the remainder of the war was nil, as, entirely without
port facilities, the island was essentially useless. Had the island simply been bypassed, and the Japanese troops
there simply have been allowed to sit there and rot, the impact of this on the war would similarly have been
nil. The invasion was a photo-op. However, after the bloodletting, an entire historical apparatus had to be
created to legitimate the operation after the fact, and we have had to submit to fully half a century of mendacity
about the usefulness of the island in the recovery of our endangered flight crews.)
Vice Admiral R.K. Turner was the Joint Expeditionary Force Commander and Major-General H.M. “Howling
Mad” Smith, USMC, commanded the Expeditionary Troops. Naval gunfire and air bombing continued to
support the troops ashore during this difficult campaign.
Army troops covered by Marine aircraft were landed at Allen on the northwest coast of Samar and on Capul
Island, Philippine Islands to insure control of San Bernardino Strait.
United States naval vessels damaged, Iwo Jima area:
•
•
•
•

Heavy cruiser Chester (CA-27), by collision with amphibious force flagship Estes (AGC-12),
24 degrees 13 minutes North, 141 degrees 25 minutes East
Destroyer Bradford (DD-545), by collision, 24 degrees 46 minutes North, 141 degrees 20 minutes
East
Destroyer John W. Weeks (DD-701), by coastal defense gun, 25 degrees 32 minutes North,
141 degrees 1 minute East
Destroyer escort Finnegan (DE-307), by collision, 22 degrees 46 minutes North, 141 degrees
19 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

February 20, Tuesday: Saarbrucken was captured by the Allies and Danzig by the Soviet army.
In Piazzas Palladio for voice and piano by Ned Rorem to words of Phemister was performed for the initial
time, over the airwaves of radio station WNYC, New York, the composer himself at the keyboard.
Army troops under cover of Marine aircraft were landed on Biri Island, Philippine Islands to insure control of
San Bernardino Strait.
United States naval vessels damaged, Iwo Jima area:
•
•
•
•
•

Light cruiser Biloxi (CL-80), accidentally by United States naval gunfire, 25 degrees 47 minutes
North, 141 degrees 15 minutes East
Hospital ship Samaritan (AH-10), accidentally by United States naval gunfire, 24 degrees
46 minutes North, 141 degrees 19 minutes East
Attack transports Napa (APA-157) and Logan (APA-196), by collision, 24 degrees 46 minutes
North, 141 degrees 19 minutes East
Attack cargo ship Starr (AKA-67), by collision, 24 degrees 46 minutes North, 141 degrees
19 minutes East
LST779, by coastal mortar, 24 degrees 46 minutes North, 141 degrees 19 minutes East

Japanese naval vessel sunk:
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•

Destroyer Nokaze, by submarine Pargo (SS-264), South China Sea, 12 degrees 48 minutes North,
109 degrees 38 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

February 21, Wednesday: The 10,982-ton escort carrier USS Bismarck Sea (CVE-95) had been launched in
1944 under the name Alikula Bay. It had been put into the US 7th Fleet and had seen action off Leyte and at
landings in the Lingayen Gulf. then, while taking part in that nothing-better-to-do assault on Iwo Jima, three
Japanese Kamikaze flew down from Kyushu and one guy crashed his plane onto the deck. The gunners then
managed to knock down the other two guys before they could get in. Never mind, the fire caused an explosion
in the ammunition store and in about 90 minutes the carrier sank. There were 860 on board, and 318 died.
After heavy fighting, American forces reached the base of Mt. Suribachi on Iwo Jima.
After 13 days of heavy fighting, Canadian forces captured Goch, Germany northwest of Cologne.
Italy raised the daily bread ration from 200 to 300 grams.
The US government cut the rations of sugar.
Naval land-based and Army aircraft bomb and strafe enemy installations at Truk, Caroline Islands.
United States naval vessel sunk:
•

Escort carrier Bismarck Sea (CVE-95), by Japanese Kamikaze, Iwo Jima area, 24 degrees
36 minutes North, 141 degrees 48 minutes East

United States naval vessels damaged:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Carrier Saratoga (CV-3), by Japanese Kamikazes, Iwo Jima area, 24 degrees 56 minutes North, 142
degrees 1 minute East
Escort carrier Lunga Point (CVE-94), by Japanese Kamikaze, Iwo Jima area, 24 degrees
40 minutes North, 141 degrees 44 minutes East
Destroyer Williamson (DD-244), by collision, Iwo Jima area, 24 degrees 39 minutes North,
142 degrees 1 minute East
Destroyer Renshaw (DD-499), by submarine torpedo, Luzon area, Philippine Islands 24 degrees
36 minutes North, 141 degrees 48 minutes East
Attack cargo ship Yancey (AKA-93), by collision, Iwo Jima area, 24 degrees 46 minutes North,
141 degrees 19 minutes East
Net cargo ship Keokuk (AKN-4), by Japanese Kamikaze, Iwo Jima area, 24 degrees 36 minutes
North, 141 degrees 48 minutes East

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

WORLD WAR II

WWII

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE
•
•
•

LST390, by collision, Iwo Jima area, 24 degrees 46 minutes North, 141 degrees 19 minutes East
LST477, by Japanese Kamikaze, Iwo Jima area, 24 degrees 40 minutes North, 141 degrees
44 minutes East
LST809, by Japanese Kamikaze, Iwo Jima area, 24 degrees 8 minutes North, 142 degrees
6 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

February 22, Thursday: After a month-long battle, the Red Army captured Posen (Poznan).
Allied planes accidentally bombed the Swiss border towns of Stein am Rhein and Ruti, killing 18 Swiss
citizens.
The organ music improvised by Olivier Messiaen on February 2 was used for the initial time, in the production
of Fabre’s play Tristan et Yseult in the Théâtre Edouard VII, Paris.
Symphony on a Hymn Tune by Virgil Thomson was performed for the initial time, in Carnegie Hall, New
York, the composer himself conducting. Critics were generally disappointed.
United States naval vessels damaged: Destroyer escort Melvin R. Nawman (DE-416), by collision with
LST807, Iwo Jima area, 24 degrees 46 minutes North, 141 degrees 19 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
February 23, Friday: Turkey declared war on Germany.
Kurt Weill’s operetta The Firebrand of Florence, to words of Mayer and Ira Gershwin, was performed for the
initial time, in the Colonial Theater, Boston, under the title Much Ado About Love. The lead role was played
by Lotte Lenya.
Heitor Villa-Lobos conducted the Boston Symphony Orchestra in his own music in Symphony Hall, Boston.
Poznan fell to the Soviet Army.
Media-savvy Marines demonstrated for a lucky photographer how they had just raised the flag atop Mount
Suribachi:

United States naval vessels damaged, Iwo Jima area:
•
•
•
•

Submarine chaser PC 877, by collision, 24 degrees 46 minutes North, 141 degrees 19 minutes East
LST684, by coastal defense gun, 24 degrees 46 minutes North, 141 degrees 19 minutes East
LST716, by grounding, 24 degrees 46 minutes North, 141 degrees 19 minutes East
LST792, by coastal defense gun, 24 degrees 46 minutes North, 141 degrees 19 minutes East

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

WORLD WAR II

WWII

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE
Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Frigate Yaku, by submarine Hammerhead (SS-364), off Indochina, 12 degrees 39 minutes North,
109 degrees 29 minutes East
Submarine chaser #35, by Army aircraft, South China Sea, 10 degrees 15 minutes North,
107 degrees 31 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

February 24, Saturday: After announcing his country’s declaration of war on Germany, Egyptian prime minister
Ahmed Pasha was shot to death in Parliament (the assassin was presumed to have pro-Axis sympathies).
Allied troops captured Jülich, west of Cologne.
The US government returned 72 coal mines to their owners (they had been seized during the previous year
because of labor disputes).
Japanese resistance in Manila, Luzon, Philippine Islands ceased.
United States naval vessels damaged, Iwo Jima area:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Heavy cruiser San Francisco (CA-38), by storm, 30 degrees 0 minutes North, 145 degrees
0 minutes East
Destroyer Colahan (DD-658), by storm, 29 degrees 45 minutes North, 146 degrees 20 minutes East
Destroyer Heywood L. Edwards (DD-663), by collision, 24 degrees 47 minutes North, 141 degrees
25 minutes East
Destroyer Bryant (DD-665), by collision, 24 degrees 47 minutes North, 141 degrees 25 minutes
East
Destroyer Moale (DD-693), by storm, 25 degrees 0 minutes North, 141 degrees 0 minutes East
Submarine chaser PC-578, by collision, 24 degrees 46 minutes North, 141 degrees 19 minutes East
LST792, by coastal defense gun, 24 degrees 46 minutes North, 141 degrees 19 minutes East

Japanese submarine sunk: RO-49, by submarine Legarto (SS-371), off Kyushu, 32 degrees 40 minutes North,
132 degrees 33 minutes East
German submarine sunk: U-3007, by Army aircraft, Bremen, German
WORLD WAR II
February 25, Sunday: American forces captured Düren, southwest of Cologne.
The first Canadian short wave station was opened in Sackville, New Brunswick.
The Harmony of Morning for female chorus and small orchestra by Elliott Carter to words of Van Doren, was
performed for the initial time, in Temple Emanu-El, New York.
Aircraft from fast carrier task force (Vice Admiral M.A. Mitscher) bomb aircraft factories and airfields near
Tokyo.
United States naval vessels damaged:
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•
•
•
•
•
•

Destroyer Harrison (DD-573), by storm, south of Honshu, Japan, 33 degrees 0 minute North,
141 degrees 0 minute East
Attack transport Fayette (APA-43), by collision, Iwo Jima area, 24 degrees 45 minutes North,
141 degrees 20 minutes East
Attack cargo ship Muliphen (AKA-61), by collision, Iwo Jima area, 24 degrees 46 minutes North,
141 degrees 19 minutes East
Seaplane tender Hamlin (AV-15), accidentally by United States naval gunfire, Iwo Jima area,
24 degrees 46 minutes North, 141 degrees 19 minutes East
Motor minesweeper YMS-175, by mine, Caroline Island area, 7 degrees 20 minutes North,
134 degrees 35 minutes East
LST918, by collision, Iwo Jima area, 24 degrees 46 minutes North, 141 degrees 19 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

February 26, Monday: Indian troops captured Mahlaing, Burma, northwest of Meiktila.
The Syrian parliament declared war on Germany and Japan.
A national midnight curfew went into effect in the United States.
United States naval vessels damaged:
•
•
•
•
•

Light cruiser Pasadena (CL-65), by naval gunfire, south of Honshu, Japan, 31 degrees 20 minutes
North, 141 degrees 15 minutes East
Destroyer Porterfield (DD-682), by naval gunfire, south of Honshu, Japan, 33 degrees 10 minutes
North, 143 degrees 30 minutes East
Minesweeper Saunter (AM-195), by mine, Luzon area, Philippine Islands 14 degrees 17 minutes
North, 120 degrees 38 minutes East
LST121, by collision and grounding, Iwo Jima area, 24 degrees 46 minutes North, 141 degrees
19 minutes East
LST760, and LST884, by coastal defense gun, Iwo Jima area, 24 degrees 46 minutes North,
141 degrees 19 minutes East

Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•
•
•
•

Submarine I-368, by aircraft (VC-82) from escort carrier Anzio (CVE-57), Volcano Islands area,
24 degrees 43 minutes North, 140 degrees 37 minutes East
Submarine I-370, by destroyer escort Finnegan (DE-307), near Volcano Islands, 22 degrees
45 minutes North, 141 degrees 27 minutes East
Submarine RO-43, by aircraft (VC-82) from escort carrier Anzio (CVE-57), near Volcano Islands,
24 degrees 7 minutes North, 140 degrees 19 minutes East
Frigate Shonan, by submarine Hoe (SS-258), South China Sea, 17 degrees 8 minutes North,
110 degrees 1 minute East
Picket boat, by naval gunfire, south of Honshu, Japan
WORLD WAR II
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February 27, Tuesday: Organized Japanese resistance ended on Corregidor.
Cabildo, an opera by Amy Cheney Beach to words of Stephens, was performed for the initial time, in Athens,
Georgia.
United States naval vessels damaged, Iwo Jima area:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Light carrier San Jacinto (CVL-30), by collision, 23 degrees 0 minute North, 139 degrees 0 minute
East
Destroyer Colhoun (DD-801), by collision, 24 degrees 49 minutes North, 141 degrees 20 minutes
East
Oiler Merrimack (AO-37), by collision, 23 degrees 0 minute North, 139 degrees 0 minute East
Attack transport President Adams (APA-19), by collision, 24 degrees 46 minutes North,
141 degrees 19 minutes East
Attack transport Knox (APA-46), by collision, 14 degrees 49 minutes North, 141 degrees
21 minutes East
Attack cargo ship Tolland (AKA-64), by collision, 24 degrees 46 minutes North, 141 degrees
19 minutes East
LST779, by collision and grounding, 24 degrees 46 minutes North, 141 degrees 19 minutes East
LST809, by collision, 24 degrees 46 minutes North, 141 degrees 19 minutes East

German submarine U-317 was sunk by United States naval land-based aircraft (VPB-112), and British surface
ships in the English Channel, at 49 degrees 46 minutes North, 5 degrees 47 minutes West.
WORLD WAR II

February 28, Wednesday: Army troops were landed at Puerto Princesa, Palawan Island, Philippine Islands by naval
attack group (Rear Admiral W.M. Fechteler); landing was preceded by naval bombardment and met with little
resistance.
British forces reached Meiktila, Burma (Myanmar), north of Rangoon (Yangon), the focus of Japanese
communications. They mounted an attacked in strength.
Saudi Arabia declared war on Germany and Japan.
Five Fantasies on Polish Christmas Carols for children’s chorus and orchestra by Arnold Bax to words
translated by Sliwinski, was performed for the initial time, in Royal Albert Hall, London. There has already
been an amateur performance of this, but few details were known.
Trio for flute, cello and piano by Bohuslav Martinu was performed for the initial time, in New York.
United States naval vessels damaged, Iwo Jima area:
•
•

Destroyer Bennett (DD-473), by aircraft bomb, 24 degrees 46 minutes North, 141 degrees
19 minutes East
Destroyer Terry (DD-513), by coastal defense gun, 24 degrees 48 minutes North, 141 degrees
33 minutes East
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•
•
•

Submarine chaser PCS-1461, by collision, 24 degrees 46 minutes North, 141 degrees 19 minutes
East
Attack cargo ship Whitley (AKA-91), by collision, 24 degrees 46 minutes North, 141 degrees
19 minutes East
LST641 and LST787, by collision, 24 degrees 46 minutes North, 141 degrees 19 minutes East

German submarine U-869 was sunk by US Destroyer Escort Fowler (DE-222) and a French surface vessel off
Morocco, at 34 degrees 30 minutes North, 8 degrees 13 minutes West.
WORLD WAR II
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MARCH 1945
March: At the Bergen-Belsen concentration camp, Anne Frank’s sister Margot died of typhoid fever.
WORLD WAR II
GERMANY

March 1, Thursday: American forces captured Mönchengladbach and Neuss, west of Düsseldorf.
Iran declared war on Japan effective yesterday. Lebanon declared war on Germany and Japan.
Aircraft from fast carrier task force (Vice Admiral M.A. Mitscher) attack enemy ground installations, aircraft,
and shipping in the Okinawa area, Ryukyu Islands.
Army troops supported by naval gunfire and Army aircraft land on Lubang Island, Philippine Islands.
United States naval vessels damaged, Iwo Jima area:
•
•

Destroyers Terry (DD-513) and Colhoun (DD-801), by coastal defense gun, 24 degrees 47 minutes
North, 141 degrees 21 minutes East
Attack transport Berrien (APA-62), by collision, 24 degrees 46 minutes North, 141 degrees
19 minutes East

Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•

Torpedo boat Manazuru, by carrier-based aircraft, Ryukyu Islands area, 26 degrees 17 minutes
North, 127 degrees 35 minutes East
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•

Minelayer Tsubame, by carrier-based aircraft, Taiwan area, 24 degrees 23 minutes North,
124 degrees 12 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

March 2, Friday: American soldiers reach the Rhine opposite Düsseldorf but find all bridges destroyed.
American troops captured Trier as well as Roermond and Venlo, east of Eindhoven.
American planes return to bombed Dresden.
Cruiser and destroyer task group (Rear Admiral F.E.M. Whiting) bombarded Japanese positions on Okino
Daito Jima, Ryukyu Islands.
Destroyers bombarded the Japanese on Parece Vela Reef in the Philippine Sea.
United States naval vessels damaged, Iwo Jima area:
•
•

Attack cargo ship Stokes (AKA-68), LST224, LST247, LST634, by collision, 24 degrees
46 minutes North, 141 degrees 19 minutes East
LST642, by grounding, 24 degrees 46 minutes North, 141 degrees 19 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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March 3, Saturday: George Smith Patton, Jr.’s 3d Army reached the Rhine River near Coblenz.
American forces landed on Ticao Island and Burias Island, south of Luzon.
Finland declared war on Germany.
German forces counterattacked against the Soviets in western Hungary.
King Petar II appointed 3 regents to govern for him in Yugoslavia.
American troops took Forbach, France to the southwest of Saarbrücken.
Hermine von Webern learned that her husband, Lance Corporal Peter von Webern, had died on February 14th.
In the afternoon she and her sister inform his parents, Anton and Wilhelmine von Webern.
Army troops landed on Masbate, Burias, and Ticao Islands, Philippine Islands; landings were supported by
naval gunfire and US Marine aircraft.
Submarine Tuna (SS-203) landed supplies on northeast coast of Borneo
United States naval vessel damaged, Iwo Jima area: Attack transport Bolivar (APA-34), by coastal defense
gun, 24 degrees 46 minutes North, 141 degrees 19 minutes East. Japanese naval vessel sunk: Oiler Hario, by
mine, off French Indochina, 18 degrees 10 minutes North, 109 degrees 40 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
March 4, Sunday: American troops secured the remains of Manila.
WORLD WAR II
American planes used precision bombing over Japan for the final time. (From this point forward, American
airmen would be using only carpet-terror bombing.)
British forces captured Geldern west of Duisburg.
American bombs hit Zürich, killing 5.
The principal defendant in the trial of fascists in Rome, General Mario Roatta, escaped from an army hospital.
Memorial Fanfare for Henry Wood, a work for orchestra by William Walton, was performed for the initial
time, in the Royal Albert Hall, London.

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

WORLD WAR II

WWII

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE
March 5, Monday: Germany began to conscript all boys born in 1929.
American troops entered Cologne.
United States naval vessel damaged: LST641, by collision, Iwo Jima area, 24 degrees 46 minutes North, 141
degrees 19 minutes East

Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Submarine chaser #110, by Army aircraft, Netherlands East Indies area, 8 degrees 36 minutes
South, 119 degrees 19 minutes East
Minesweeper #15, by submarine Tilefish (SS-307), north of Ryukyu Islands
WORLD WAR II

March 9, Friday: Allied forces occupied Samar Island in the Philippines.
Indian forces entered Mandalay, Burma (Myanmar).
Fearful that the Vichy French in Indochina would turn Free French, Japanese troops disarmed, imprisoned, or
killed all French nationals in the region, taking over all administrative functions — all during the worst famine
in the history of Indochina.
American forces captured Bonn and Godesberg as well as Erpel, across the Rhine from Remagen.
Germans from the Channel Islands raid Granville on the Normandy coast. They blow up port installations, free
67 German POWs, captured John Alexander, the principal Welfare Officer for the Relief and Rehabilitation
Administration, and five American soldiers. 33 people die in the raid.
This night was the night of the great Tokyo air raid and firebombing of civilians.
WORLD WAR II
March 6, Tuesday: Resolution approved by the Inter-American Conference on Problems of War and Peace at Mexico:
Inter-American Reciprocal Assistance and Solidarity (Act of Chapultepec).

READ THE FULL TEXT
At Soviet insistence, King Mihai of Romania replaced Nicolae Rádescu with Petru Groza as prime minister at
the head of a communist-dominated government.
Soviet authorities begin to arrest or kill anyone connected with the Polish Home Army or the Polish
government in London.
A mass demonstration in Rome to protest the escape of General Mario Roatta turns violent. Gunfire breaks out
and one person was killed, several injured.
The final German offensive of the war began — an effort to defend the vital oil fields of Hungary, without
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access to which their war machine would grind to a halt.
GERMANY
That night, Dutch underground fighters intending to ambush and steal a German lorry instead fired into a staff
car, killing the driver and orderly and seriously wounding SS General Hans Albin Rauter. Some hours later,
German troops came across the damaged BMW and took Rauter to the St. Joseph-Stichting hospital on the
outskirts of Apeldoorn — after a series of blood transfusions he would be arrested by British Military Police
in a hospital at Eutin and turned over to the Dutch. Soon after this ambush, the SD arrived on the scene. In
charge of the SD’s investigation was SS Brigadefuhrer Dr. Eberhardt Schongarth, who had 116 men rounded
up, taken to the scene of the ambush, and executed (their bodies fill a mass grave in Heidehof Cemetery in the
village of Ugchelen). In various Gestapo prisons in different parts of Holland, prisoners were taken out and
shot as part of the reprisal. The Germans would execute a total of 263 by way of reprisal. Hans Albin Rauter
would be tried by a Special Court of Justice at the Hague and on March 25, 1949 in the dunes near
Scheveningen Prison would face a firing squad. Eberhardt Schongarth would be tried by a British Military
Court on another war crime charge and in 1946 would be hanged.
WORLD WAR II
March 7, Wednesday: Chinese forces captured Lashio, Burma.
Rival Yugoslav governments were merged in a new arrangement dominated by Josip Broz Tito who becomes
prime minister.
Allied planes bombed Dessau, destroying what was left of the synagogue where Albert Weill (father of Kurt
Weill) was a cantor earlier in the century. The synagogue was gutted during Kristallnacht.
Two Settings from Finnegans Wake for soprano, flageolet, flutes and kithara by Harry Partch to words of
Joyce, was performed for the initial time, in Madison, Wisconsin.
As American forces captured Cologne, somewhat to the southeast the Ludendorff Bridge over the Rhine River
at Remagen was discovered by American troops to have remained intact. Immediately four divisions were sent
across to the eastern bank — the initial foreign troops to successfully cross this river in this direction in anger
since the Emperor Napoléon I in 1805.
WORLD WAR II
GERMANY
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March 8, Thursday: American forces completed the occupation of Palawan Island in the Philippines.
Canadian troops took Xanten, northwest of Duisburg.
A German V-2 landed in Smithfield Market, London, killing 110.
As Soviet troops took over the city of Słupsk, up to 1,000 of its citizens committed suicide.
The Inter-American Conference, which had been in session in Mexico City since February 21st, came to an
end.
Japanese naval vessel sunk: Transport #143, by Army aircraft, Formosa area, 23 degrees 35 minutes North,
121 degrees 35 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
March 10, Saturday: A naval attack group under Rear Admiral F.B. Royal landed Army troops near Zamboanga,
Mindanao, Philippine Islands. The landing was supported by naval gunfire and Army aircraft.
WORLD WAR II
334 American B-29 long range bombers from the Mariana Islands dropped 2,000 tons of napalm and
incendiary bombs on downtown Tokyo. Hurricane force winds were created as the resulting fire storm reaches
1,000° C. 41 square kilometers of Tokyo were obliterated. Approximately 130,000 people die. Similar attacked
soon follow in Nagoya, Osaka and Kobe. This was the most devastating air attacked of the war, including
Hiroshima.
American troops land at Zamboanga on the western tip of Mindanao.
The Japanese government announced that the French colony in Indochina has ended and that they would
support independence. In Hue, Bao Dai declared the independence of Vietnam.
Northern Transylvania was returned to Romania by the USSR.
As the Soviet army occupied Lauenburg about 600 of its citizens were committing suicide.
German troops abandon Wesel, their last bridgehead on the west bank of the Rhine.
While the USA was readying its high-tech “atomic” bombs, the Japanese were launching low-tech paper
balloons filled with hydrogen gas, with incendiary explosives hanging underneath them. These 10,000
balloons were designed to drift with the jet stream and descend over the American continent. Over the course
of the campaign, some 300 of the 10,000 paper balloons completed the trip and descended upon us, starting a
few fires in isolated areas, blowing up a shed, etc. One descending balloon managed to kill an American
woman and five children who had gathered during a picnic to await its magic descent to the ground. One of
the scientists we had assigned to investigate this mode of attack, Lincoln LaPaz, reports that there was a fear
that, beginning in about the fall of 1945, the Japanese military were going to be able to substitute canisters
containing an aerosol of plague bacteria for the incendiary explosives they were strapping underneath these
balloons. On this day of March 10th, 1945, a poetic event took place. One of the paper balloons from Japan
descended upon an electric line leading into a factory in Hanford, Washington, temporarily shutting down the
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electric supply to that defense facility. In that building, temporarily interrupted in this manner, was the reactor
which was producing weapons-grade Plutonium239 for use in the atomic bomb which we would be exploding
later over the city of Nagasaki.
BALLOONING

Mary McCarthy, writing in 1946, would term Hiroshima “a hole in human history.” Presumably the hole tore
in Nagasaki by the materials interrupted temporarily by this paper balloon was also a hole in human history.
There is such a hole in human history, it would seem, at every point at which an atrocity has been committed
by some group which then “won.” For instance, the hole in Concord history which resulted from the racial
mass murder on the watershed of Walden Pond as of the Massachusetts race war in 1675-1676, and the hole
in human history which resulted from the use of the Christian Dakotas as hostages during the race war of 1863.
Writing thirty years after the fact of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, Ralph Lapp, who had worked on the A-bomb,
would ask “If the memory of things is to deter, where is that memory?” He would add that “Hiroshima has
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been taken out of the American conscience, eviscerated, extirpated.”

WORLD WAR II
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March 10/11: American President Franklin Delano Roosevelt had declared that the bombing of civilians was “inhuman
barbarism.” Just after midnight (it was March 9/10 west of the International Date Line), a firestorming of
Tokyo by wave after wave of American B20 Superfortress bombers, 334 bombers in all,
dropping conventional weapons, that is, dropping napalm228 incendiary devices, destroyed sixteen square
miles of homes, the homes of a million and a half people, and produced 83,793 deaths.229 It should be taken
into account, by opponents of new technology such as the atomic bomb, that as has been pointed out in David
Irving’s THE DESTRUCTION OF DRESDEN, the 135,000 people who had died in Dresden on February 13, 1944,
had died as the result of such an attack with conventional weapons.230
WORLD WAR II

Amid rumors of a possible American invasion, the Japanese ousted the French colonial government which had
been operating independently, and seized control of Vietnam, installing Bao Dai as their puppet.
Over the following months, the American Superfortresses with their napalm incendiary devices would be
similarly attempting to create similar firestorms in more than sixty other densely populated areas in Japan, such
as Kobe and Yokohama.

228. Napalm had been invented at Harvard in 1943, a fuel made into a gel by co-precipitated aluminum salts of napthenic acid and
palmitic acid (“napalm” stands for NApthenic/PALMitic). Such thickening helps the material work better in flamethrowers, plus,
gobs of it stick to the target while they burn. It had already been dropped in bomb form during the invasion of Normandy. It is a
rather humane weapon since the vast majority of the people it kills die not in the agony of the primary scorching that occurs when
contact is made with the body, but, untouched by this flame, instead by very peacefully drifting off by smothering in the 20%
atmosphere of carbon monoxide that is left behind by the flames — this atmosphere induces merely a sleeplike trance leading to
asphyxiation, as the red blood cells quickly all become no longer capable of transporting any oxygen from the lungs to the brain.
(And, I’ll bet, you never expected to hear death by napalm described as benign!)
229. That’s considerably more civilians than would perish at Nagasaki under the atomic weapon — General Curtis LeMay would
later aver that the citizens of Tokyo had been “scorched and boiled and baked to death,” and speculate that if the USA had lost the
war, he and Robert Strange McNamara would have been put on trial as war criminals on account of the fire-bombing of Tokyo.)
230. By way of contrast, the high-tech explosion at Hiroshima at 8:16AM on August 6th would produce only 71,379 deaths.
–So much for our Luddite obsession with bringing an end to the horror of war by outlawing the use of special weaponry.
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March 11, Sunday: United States naval landing craft ferry Army troops across the Rhine River at the Remagen
bridgehead, Germany; this operation continues throughout March 1945.
British forces captured Möng Mit, northeast of Mandalay.
An orchestral suite of music from the ballet The Limpid Stream. op.39a by Dmitri Shostakovich was
performed for the initial time, in Moscow.
United States naval vessel damaged: Carrier Randolph (CV-15), by Japanese Kamikaze, Ulithi, Caroline
Islands area, 10 degrees 1 minute North, 139 degrees 40 minutes East
German submarines sunk:
•
•

U-681, by naval land-based aircraft (VPB-103), off western France, 49 degrees 53 minutes North,
6 degrees 31 minutes West.
U-2515 and U-2530, by Army aircraft, Hamburg, Germany
WORLD WAR II

March 12, Monday: Indian troops captured Myotha, southwest of Mandalay.
Soviet troops took Tczew, south of Danzig (Gdansk) and Küstrin (Kostrzyn), north of Frankfurt-an-der-Oder.
The trial of 15 Italian fascists ended in Rome. 2 receive death sentences, including General Mario Roatta,
currently at large. Others received lengthy prison terms. 4 were acquitted.
During a bombing raid by American forces, five bombs fall on the Vienna Staatsoper completely obliterating
it. Conductor Karl Böhm was among those who attempt to save articles from the burning building.
American forces had been so severely depleted by casualties and prisoners during the “Battle of the Bulge”
that it had run low on white men as foot soldier replacements. Because of this, General Dwight David “Ike”
Eisenhower had begun to recruit replacements from among the ranks of the negro labor battalions. These black
fighters had been placed in special segregated 50-man “fifth platoons” led by white officers. In total, 52 such
“fifth platoons” were formed. On this day the first such black unit reached the front lines, at Remagen. All such
Negro units would be disbanded at the end of the war, and none would be permitted to march in the victory
parades down the streets of American cities.
WORLD WAR II
March 13, Tuesday: Workmen were setting slabs of marble in the bathrooms of the White House, when Herman
Perlman got a chance to install some plate glass in the bathroom of President Franklin Delano Roosevelt,
which was Room B-220. On the unfinished back of one of these marble slabs where it would be concealed by
the grout and plaster, he inscribed “In this tub bathes the man whose heart is always clean and serves his people
truthfully.”
The King of Cambodia declared the independence of his country in Phnom Penh.
Japanese naval vessel sunk: Coast defense vessel #66, by Army aircraft, South China Sea, 23 degrees 30
minutes North, 117 degrees 10 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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March 14, Wednesday: The United States officially declared its control over Iwo Jima and the Volcano Is.
Indian troops took Maymyo, east of Mandalay.
Soviet troops captured Zvolen, Czechoslovakia, east of Bratislava.
A reception in honor of the visiting Heitor Villa-Lobos took place in the Waldorf Astoria Hotel, New York.
Among those attending were composers Aaron Copland, Cole Porter, Sigmund Romberg and Morton Gould;
conductors Walter Damrosch, Arthur Rodzinski, Leopold Stokowski, George Szell, Arturo Toscanini and
Eugene Ormandy; singers Marian Anderson, Bidú Sayão and Ezio Pinza; instrumentalists Benny Goodman,
Duke Ellington, Joseph Szigeti, Claudio Arrau, Yehudi Menhuin and José Iturbi; as well as Fiorello La
Guardia, Deems Taylor and Nelson Rockefeller.
The submarine Rock (SS-274) landed supplies on Lombok Island, Netherlands East Indies.
WORLD WAR II
March 15, Thursday: The Provisional Government of Hungary decrees expropriation and redistribution of land.
Three Dodecanese islands request union with Greece.
Juan José Arévalo Bermejo was sworn in as president of Guatemala. He took power from a junta which
overthrew the dictator Federico Ponce last October. Dr. Arévalo was freely elected in December.
Pastorale for orchestra by Virgil Thomson was performed for the initial time, in the New York Center for
Music and Dance, conducted by the composer.
Ode for orchestra by Lukas Foss was performed for the initial time, in Carnegie Hall, New York.
Cruiser and destroyer task force (Rear Admiral J.L. McCrea) bombarded Japanese shore installations on
Matsuwa, Kurile Islands.
WORLD WAR II

March 16, Friday: American troops land on Basilan Island west of Mindanao.
The Red Army began to attacked the German salient in Hungary.
Iwo Jima was declared secured.
Army forces supported by destroyer gunfire land on Basilan Island, Sulu Archipelago, Philippine Islands.
United States naval vessel damaged:
•

LST928, by grounding, Iwo Jima area, 24 degrees 46 minutes North, 141 degrees 19 minutes East

Japanese naval vessel sunk:
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•

Coast defense vessel #69, by Army aircraft, South China Sea, 19 degrees 2 minutes North,
110 degrees 56 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

March 17, Saturday: Chinese troops captured Hsiaw, northeast of Mandalay.
The Ludendorff Bridge over the Rhine at Remagen collapsed, killing 25 American engineers.
American forces captured Koblenz and Boppard, south of the city.
United States naval vessel damaged: Submarine Spot (SS-413), by naval gunfire, off Formosa, 23 degrees
0 minutes North, 122 degrees 0 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
March 18, Sunday: The Japanese government closes all schools, except first grade. All students and teachers were
mobilized into national defense.
American forces land on Panay Island, Philippines to little resistance.
American troops took Bingen and Bad Kreuznach, just west of Mainz.
Two days of voting in Finnish Parliamentary elections conclude. For the first time, communists were allowed
to openly contest the election and they win 49 of 200 seats, largely at the expense of the Social Democrats.
Together, the left took over half the seats.
1,250 American bombers drop 3,000 tons of explosives on Berlin.
Aircraft from fast carrier task force (Vice Admiral M.A. Mitscher) bombed airfields on Kyushu, Japan.
Army troops were landed on southeast coast of Panay, Philippine Islands by naval task group (Rear Admiral
A.D. Struble) under cover of cruiser and destroyer gunfire.
United States naval vessels damaged:
•
•
•
•

Carrier Enterprise (CV-6), by horizontal bomber, off Kyushu, Japan, 30 degrees 50 minutes North,
133 degrees 42 minutes East
Carrier Yorktown (CV-10), by horizontal bomber, off Kyushu, Japan, 30 degrees 40 minutes North,
133 degrees 49 minutes East
Carrier Intrepid (CV-11), by Kamikaze suicide plane and accidentally by United States naval
gunfire, off Kyushu, Japan, 30 degrees 47 minutes North, 133 degrees 50 minutes East
LST635, by grounding, Philippine Islands area, 11 degrees 5 minutes North, 125 degrees 5 minutes
East

Japanese naval vessel sunk: Transport #18, by submarine Springer (SS-414), south of the Ryukyu Islands, 26
degrees 33 minutes North, 127 degrees 11 minutes East
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German submarine sunk: U-866, by destroyer escorts Menges (DE-320), Mosley (DE-321), Pride (DE-323),
and Lowe
(DE-325), northwest Atlantic area, 43 degrees 18 minutes North, 61 degrees 8 minutes West
WORLD WAR II
March 19, Monday: Caroline Hazard died in Santa Barbara, California.
Aircraft from the fast carrier task force of Vice Admiral M. A. Mitscher bombed airfields on Kyushu, and
shipping at Kure and Kobe, Honshu, Japan.
American troops captured Bauang, Luzon south of San Fernando on Lingayen Gulf.
British troops captured Mogok, northeast of Mandalay.
Chaim Hirszman, one of only two survivors of Belzec death camp, gives testimony to a war crimes
investigation in Lublin. On his way home he was murdered by Poles because he was a Jew.
ANTISEMITISM
General Friedrich Fromm, former Commander of the Reserve Army, was shot by firing squad for his dubious
connection to the plot to kill Führer Adolf Hitler the previous July.
American forces captured Saarlouis, northwest of Saarbrücken.
The house in Zwickau where Robert Schumann spent his childhood years from age seven to 17, was totally
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destroyed. It would not be rebuilt.
Captain Gehres’s aircraft carrier USS Franklin (CVE-13) was engaged by Japanese planes off Samar Island
off Kyushu, Japan, 32 degrees 1 minute North, 133 degrees 57 minutes East, and took a couple of direct hits
by 550-pound bombs from a horizontal bomber. Of the 3,450 on board, 725 died and 265 were injured. There
were fires and there were internal explosions and the ship was a real mess but they would manage to make
their way back to Ulithi Atoll in the Caroline Islands and finally to the US. After the war 393 bravery
decorations would be handed out, including a Congressional Medal of Honor for the heroism of LieutenantCommander Joseph O’Callahan, its chaplain.

Other United States naval vessels damaged off Shikoku, Japan:
•
•

Carrier USS Essex (CV-9), accidentally by United States naval gunfire, 32 degrees 10 minutes
North, 134 degrees 20 minutes East
Carrier USS Wasp (CV-18), by dive bomber, 32 degrees 16 minutes North, 134 degrees 5 minutes
East

A Japanese naval vessel was sunk by a US Army mine: River gunboat Suma, off Shanghai, 32 degrees 0 minute
North, 120 degrees 0 minute East.
WORLD WAR II
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March 20, Tuesday: American troops complete the occupation of Panay Island in the Philippines.
After fighting in the city for twelve days, Japanese forces abandon all positions in and around Mandalay,
Burma (Myanmar). British and Indian troops occupied the city.
All private property in Romania over 50 hectares was expropriated without compensation, as was all farm
equipment and all livestock.
American forces captured Saarbrücken and nearby Zweibrücken as well as Ludwigshafen, near Mannheim and
Kaiserslautern, to the west.
The French cabinet expected $40,000,000,000 in reparations from Germany.
When the 1,250-ton destroyer HMS Lapwing was torpedoed in the Kola Inlet in Northern Russia, all 158
crewmen died.
Submarine Perch (SS-313) landed personnel on east coast of Borneo.
United States naval vessels damaged:
•
•
•
•

Carrier Enterprise (CV-6), accidentally by United States naval gunfire, off Japan, 30 degrees
1 minute North, 134 degrees 30 minutes East
Destroyer Halsey Powell (DD-686), by Kamikaze suicide plane, off Japan, 30 degrees 27 minutes
North, 134 degrees 28 minutes East
Submarine Devilfish (SS-292), by Kamikaze suicide plane, off Volcano Islands, 25 degrees
36 minutes North, 137 degrees 30 minutes East
Cargo ship Hercules (AK-41), by collision, Iwo Jima area, 24 degrees 46 minutes North,
141 degrees 19 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

March 21, Wednesday: When British and American planes raided Gestapo headquarters in Copenhagen, since Danes
were imprisoned on the top floor and in the basement, what they needed to do was to destroy the middle three
floors, and this they achieved. They killed about 100 Germans and collaborators but only six of the prisoners
(surviving prisoners fled to Sweden).
American forces reached Worms, southwest of Frankfurt.
Japanese aircraft made the 1st known operational use of piloted bombs, in an unsuccessful attack against Vice
Admiral M.A. Mitscher’s fast carrier task force.
Japanese naval vessel sunk:
•

Submarine chaser #33 and cable layer Tateishi, by Army aircraft, South China Sea, 11 degrees
50 minutes North, 109 degrees 18 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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March 22, Thursday: United States naval vessel damaged: LST727, by grounding, Iwo Jima area, 24 degrees 46
minutes North, 141 degrees 19 minutes East.
Pact of the League of Arab States.

READ THE FULL TEXT
George Smith Patton, Jr.’s 3d Army crossed the Rhine River between Mainz and Mannheim a day before the
British troops could come up.
Representatives of Egypt, Iraq, Lebanon, Syria, Saudi Arabia and Transjordan sign the constitution of the Arab
League in Cairo.
American forces secure two more bridgeheads across the Rhine at Nierstein and Oppenheim, south of Mainz.
Concerto for strings, piano and percussion by Alfredo Casella was performed for the initial time, in Basel.
Kurt Weill’s operetta The Firebrand of Florence, to words of Mayer and Ira Gershwin, was performed for the
initial time in New York, in the Alvin Theater. The lead role was played by Lotte Lenya. Critics were
unimpressed and the run would close after 43 performances.
WORLD WAR II
March 23, Friday: The electric power station at Bretto, near Udine in Northern Italy, was being guarded by a unit of
the Italian Carabinieri consisting of 12 men commanded by Sergeant Dino Perpignano. While returning to their
barracks, Sergeant Perpignano was captured by Italian Communist partisans affiliated with the IX Yugoslav
Corps. At this time these Yugoslav partisans were being supplied by air-drop by the British, who had
transferred their support from the Cetniks fighting for the restoration of the monarchy to Tito’s Communists
because they had been more effective at the task of killing Germans. When threatened with torture the sergeant
revealed his unit’s password, thus allowing the partisan gang to enter the barracks and overpower the
Carabinieri, some of whom were asleep. After ransacking the barracks, the partisans herded their prisoners into
an upstairs room and after a while gave them some food which contained a mixture of caustic soda and black
salt. In severe pain, they were force-marched to an alpine refuge, stripped and tied, and then Dino Perpignano,
Pasquale Ruggiero, Lino Bertogli, Domenico Del Vecchio, Antonio Ferro, Adelmino Zilio, Fernando Ferretti,
Ridolfo Calzi, Pietro Tognazzo, Michele Castallano, Primo Amenici, and Attilio Franzon were executed with
pickaxes. These corpses would eventually be found. On some the genitalia had been amputated and stuffed
into their mouths, and eyes had been gouged out. On one corpse, a photo of the man’s five sons had been stuck
into his heart. The bodies would be decently interred by nuns in a medieval tower near their convent at Tarviso.
American troops and Philippine guerrillas captured San Fernando in northern Luzon.
Soviet forces took Székesfehérvár, southeast of Budapest.
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British and Canadian troops crossed the Rhine between Emmerich and Wesel.
Variations on a Theme by Goosens was performed for the initial time, in Cincinnati. The theme was followed
by variations from Paul Creston, Aaron Copland, Deems Taylor, Anis Fuleihan, Howard Hanson, William
Schuman, Walter Piston, Roy Harris, Bernard Rogers, Ernst Bloch and Eugene Goosens.
Aircraft of fast carrier task force (Vice Admiral M.A. Mitscher) commence daily strikes against the Japanese
on Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands.
United States naval vessels damaged:
•
•
•

Destroyer Haggard (DD-555), by intentional ramming of enemy submarine Submarine I-371,
Philippine Sea, 22 degrees 57 minutes North, 132 degrees 19 minutes East
Submarine Seahorse (SS-304), by horizontal bomber, Ryukyu Islands area, 26 degrees 0 minute
North, 128 degrees 0 minute East
Ocean tug Zuni (ATF-95), by grounding, Iwo Jima area, 24 degrees 46 minutes North, 141 degrees
19 minutes East

Japanese naval vessel sunk: Submarine I-371, by destroyer Haggard (DD-555), Philippine Sea, 22 degrees 57
minutes North, 132 degrees 19 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
March 24, Saturday: American naval forces begin a bombardment of the Japanese island of Okinawa as American
ground forces land on the Kerama Islands just to the west.
Soviet forces captured Veszprem, southwest of Budapest and Mor, to the west of the capital. The Germans and
their Hungarian allies retreat west in disarray.
Provisional President Charles de Gaulle announced that France intends to retain control of Indochina.
Allied (United States-Great Britain-Canada) forces crossed the Rhine on a 32-kilometer front from Rheinberg
to Rees near the Dutch border. They took what remained of Wesel. George Smith Patton, Jr. had his driver stop
in the middle of the military pontoon bridge across the Rhine — the general, always a showman, needed a
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photo-op of himself taking a leak into that famous German river.

A group of battleships under the command of Vice Admiral W.A. Lee bombarded the island of Okinawa in the
Ryukyu chain. Two small Japanese vessels were sunk, coast defense vessel #68 and the torpedo boat
Tomozuru, by US carrier-based aircraft in the South China Sea, 28 degrees 25 minutes North, 124 degrees 32
minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
Back stateside, on this eventful day, a 55-year-old black truck driver, Ebb Cade, was involved in a very severe
car accident. He was taken comatose to the US Army Manhattan Engineer District Hospital in Oakridge,
Tennessee, with injuries apparently so severe that he would not survive. Comatose, severely injured, ignorant,
poor and, when all is said and done, black, he would have no way whatever to defend himself against the
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government doctors of the Atomic Energy Commission. What a wonderful opportunity for them to conduct
ghoulish experiments with radiation!
TIMELINE OF ACCIDENTS
SECRET MEDICAL EXPERIMENTS

NEVER READ AHEAD! TO APPRECIATE MARCH 24TH, 1945 AT ALL ONE
MUST APPRECIATE IT AS A TODAY (THE FOLLOWING DAY, TOMORROW,
IS BUT A PORTION OF THE UNREALIZED FUTURE AND IFFY AT BEST).

March 25, Sunday: Soviet troops took Esztergom, northwest of Budapest.
American troops began a break out of the Remagen bridgehead.
American forces captured Darmstadt, south of Frankfurt-am-Main. They find 60% of the remaining residents
were homeless.
Twelve Russian Folk Songs op.104 for voice and piano by Sergei Prokofiev were performed for the initial
time, in Moscow.
Figure Humaine, a cantata by Francis Poulenc to words of Eluard, was performed for the initial time, over the
airwaves of the BBC, originating in London.
Battleships, cruisers, and destroyers (Rear Admiral M.L. Deyo) bombarded Kerama Retto and southeast coast
of Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands; bombardment of Okinawa area continues daily.
United States naval vessels damaged, Okinawa area:
•
•
•
•
•

Destroyer Kimberley (DD-521), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 2 minutes North,
126 degrees 54 minutes East
Destroyer escort Sederstrom (DE-31), by collision, 25 degrees 0 minute North, 130 degrees 0
minute East
Light minelayer Robert H. Smith (DM-23), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 0
minute North, 128 degrees 0 minute East
High-speed transport Gilmer (APD-11), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 0 minute
North, 127 degrees 20 minutes East
High-speed transport Knudsen (APD-101), by horizontal bomber, 26 degrees 12 minutes North,
127 degrees 4 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

World War II

“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project
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March 26, Monday: Vingt regards sur l’enfant Jesus for piano by Olivier Messiaen was performed for the initial time,
in the Salle Gaveau, Paris.
Army forces were landed on Kerama Retto, Ryukyu Islands, by naval attack group (Rear Admiral I.N. Kiland)
under cover of naval bombardment and carrier aircraft attack.
Army forces were landed at Talisay Point, Cebu, Philippine Islands by naval attack group (Captain A.T.
Sprague) under cover of cruiser and destroyer gunfire and air attack.
United States naval vessel sunk: Destroyer Halligan (DD-584), by mine, Okinawa area, 26 degrees 10 minutes
North, 127 degrees 30 minutes East. United States naval vessels damaged:
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Battleship Nevada (BB-36), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, Okinawa area, 26 degrees 20
minutes North, 127 degrees 18 minutes East
Light cruiser Biloxi (CL-80), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, Okinawa area, 26 degrees 20
minutes North, 127 degrees 18 minutes East, Destroyer Murray (DD-576), by dive bomber,
Okinawa area, 26 degrees 20 minutes North, 129 degrees 46 minutes East
Destroyer Porterfield (DD-682), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, Okinawa area, 26 degrees 20
minutes North, 127 degrees 18 minutes East
Destroyer O’Brien (DD-725), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, Okinawa area, 26 degrees 16
minutes North, 127 degrees 26 minutes East
Destroyer Callaghan (DD-792), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, Okinawa area, 26 degrees 20
minutes North, 127 degrees 43 minutes East
Destroyer escort Foreman (DE-633), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, Okinawa area, 26
degrees 20 minutes North, 127 degrees 18 minutes East
High-speed minesweeper Dorsey (DMS-1), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, Okinawa area, 26
degrees 20 minutes North, 127 degrees 18 minutes East
Minelayer Skirmish (AM-303), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, Okinawa area, 26 degrees 25
minutes North, 127 degrees 5 minutes East
Submarine chaser PC-1133, by grounding, Philippine Islands area, 10 degrees 13 minutes North,
123 degrees 51 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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While preparing to bombard the shore of Okinawa for the American landings scheduled for April 1st,
Lieutenant-Commander E. Grace’s USS Halligan struck a mine and its forward magazine exploded,
disintegrating the forward section of the ship. 162 died. The hulk drifted onto a reef near shore.
The worthless island known as Iwo Jima had been secured at the cost of 25,851 United States Marine
casualties. The entire assault had been a waste of effort and lives, an exercise in sheer confrontation. The island
would of course now need to be abandoned, and with as little publicity as humanly possible.231 Unfortunately,
there would be a whole lot of publicity:

“Patriotic Fervor and the Truth About Iwo Jima,”
by Karal Ann Marling and John Wetenhall
[Ms. Marling is professor of art history and American studies
at the University of Minnesota. Mr. Wetenhall is executive
director of the John and Mable Ringling Museum of Art]
IWO JIMA has a special place in our nation’s past. For many
Americans it is a place where emotion merges with memory, where
feeling and facts become one. It is a holy place in our civil
religion, where emotions gather and linger–for generations. With
our notes and books and claims of objectivity, we historians
sometimes trespass –at our peril– upon this terrain where others
have fought and died.
When we wrote about the commemoration of the World War II battle
at Iwo Jima in Iwo Jima: Monuments, Memories, and the American
Hero (Harvard UP, 1991), we, as outside observers, became part
of the process of remembering deeds of war. But quite
231. Except that when US Marines returned to Hawaii, some of them would place a Japanese skull atop a pole and wave it in front
of Japanese-Americans, taunting them with “There’s your uncle on the pole!”
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unintentionally,
we
were
dragged
into
a
vortex
of
misremembering, as hearsay and emotion quickly subsumed the
truth.
On February 23rd, 1945, the fifth day of the bloody battle of
Iwo Jima, Marines were ordered to take Mount Suribachi, the
besieged Japanese stronghold. A 40-man patrol ascended the
volcanic slope, attained the summit, and hoisted “Old Glory” on
a makeshift flagpole. That was at 10:35 a.m., precisely. Horns
blew. Bells tolled. Cheers rang out from American positions
below. “Mopping up” skirmishes followed, but, within an hour,
the men of Easy Company had declared Suribachi secure.
Early that afternoon, some combat photographers circumvented
security outposts and climbed up to the restricted position.
They arrived at the top just in time to witness, and photograph,
an impromptu ceremony as the first, historic flag was exchanged
for a larger one.
Within a week, the Associated Press spread AP photographer Joe
Rosenthal’s triumphant picture across front pages nationwide,
accompanied by stirring headlines detailing the capture of
Suribachi. The image captivated war-weary America and was
rapturously compared with Delacroix’s painting “Liberty Leading
the People,” with Leutze’s “Washington Crossing the Delaware,”
even with Leonardo’s “Last Supper.”
In the course of the next few weeks, the story of the first flag
merged with the photo of the second one. The original flagraisers faded into anonymity while the country became obsessed
with the identities of the faceless heroes in Rosenthal’s
picture. The aesthetic power of the photo seemed to demand a
full and revised explanation of how it became to be taken. So
history was rewritten–not by conspiracy, but through partial
truths, omissions, overstatements, and poetic license. Before
long, the gallant men in Rosenthal’s photograph–by now a
Pulitzer Prize-winning photograph–came to be considered the
original heroes.
Our book simply retold the facts of the battle and sorted out
the confusion that followed. We traced the evolving myth of Iwo
Jima from John Wayne’s Sands of Iwo Jima, through the boozesoaked martyrdom of flag-raiser Ira Hayes (the hapless last
figure in the Rosenthal photograph), to the oversized colossus
of the Marine Corps Memorial near Washington. We ended with the
somber memories of the men who fought the battle and their
poignant reflections on the tragedy of war. Why did this matter?
The truth was important to the men who were there, many of whom
complained to us that their deeds had been revised for the sake
of public relations. In a larger sense, it was values such as
truth and justice for which World War II was fought, not halftruths and orchestrated sentiment.
Yes, we thought we had this story nailed: we would set the
popular misconceptions straight once and for all. What we
couldn’t foresee was that our book would embroil us in a tragicomical farce, all in the name of patriotism or outright
nostalgia.
Shortly after publication, our account was blindsided by Richard
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Harwood, The Washington Post’s ombudsman, in a review in that
newspaper that expressed outrage that we had dared to broach the
very subject of the first flag-raising. He accused us of
criticizing Rosenthal’s photo as “phony” and the men in it as
“imposters.” But we never wrote this. In fact, we went to
considerable lengths to prove that the photo was legitimate, the
men reluctant heroes who consistently said they had not dodged
bullets to raise the flag, but had simply replaced one flag with
another. Mr. Harwood assumed the true story somehow undermined
the valor of those who participated (it did not), and he set us
up as straw men for a conspiracy theory–that the deception was
planned–that the book overtly disproves.
A few weeks later, The New York Times took the same tack under
the headline: “Birth of an Icon, but an Illegitimate One.” The
review attributed to us–again falsely–allegations that the Iwo
Jima icon was “illegitimate, a fraud, a dark hoax unworthy of
the men who died in that battle.”
The review in The Times touched off a barrage of letters to the
editor. G. Greely Wells, the oft-proclaimed “man who carried the
flag” to the foot of Suribachi, got three columns of space in
The Times’s op-ed page to rebut our book–space he used to
recount, with pristine accuracy, facts that he might have read
on our Page 42. (Mr. Wells hadn’t read the book. We called him
the day that his column appeared and offered to send him one.
He replied that he had ordered one, but that it had not yet
arrived.)
Undeterred, Mr. Wells took his crusade to National Public Radio,
where Alex Chadwick of “Morning Edition” announced to the
nation’s breakfast tables that we had pronounced the Iwo Jima
photo “staged propaganda.” Had he bothered to read the book, he
might have seen the photo and caption on Page 79 that asserts
the “spontaneity” of Rosenthal’s picture.
MORE ANGRY LETTERS followed in The Times, and other newspapers
picked up the story–often assembling their opinions from
misstatements contained in the Post and Times reviews. The best
came from the West Coast: a column by William Endicott in The
Sacramento Bee titled “Can an Icon Sue for Libel?” Mr. Endicott
blasted us as leftist revisionists and tried to bury our account
by invoking his venerable father: “My dad watched from a troop
transport as the flag was hoisted, and he never forgot the sight
for as long as he lived.”
But the great moment that Endicott senior remembered was not the
one in the Rosenthal photograph. That moment occurred, that flag
was raised at 10:35 A.M. Photographed by Louis Lowery of
Leatherneck magazine, it is a forgotten footnote in history.
Once begun, distortions spread by the news media are almost
impossible to correct. The New York Times rejected no fewer than
three rebuttal letters from us. Editors called us twice to
negotiate what they might print: 100 words without reference to
any error in the Times review. In the end, even though they had
printed six columns of misdirected attacks inspired by their
inaccurate review, the newspaper editors refused to publish
anything from us.
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Ironically, our experience demonstrates precisely how the
process of patriotic myth-making works. It isn’t a conspiracy;
it isn’t orchestrated. It is a series of assumptions, a few leaps
of faith. A reviewer who’s too busy, complacent, or lazy to read
carefully and check the facts. An editor too pompous to concede
that the “Fourth Estate” might have gotten something wrong. Over
time, a story is crafted out of scraps and innuendo. This was
the very process that had led to the convolution of the Iwo Jima
story in the first place–the very web of half truths and hearsay
that we had worked so hard to untangle.
IN THE END, though, we were the ones who were wrong. We
underestimated the patriotic fervor that we had so carefully
chronicled. It is an overwhelming reverence for the heroic
feeling of the Iwo Jima myth that still renders the facts of its
birth–to some people, at least–irrelevant. Americans want
desperately for the real-life story of the heroes of Mount
Suribachi to turn out like the Duke’s heart-rending martyrdom
in Sands of Iwo Jima, when his last vision was the raising of
Old Glory amidst a shower of enemy fire. The famous War Bond
poster –“Now All Together”–made Rosenthal’s image look so real
that it had to be true. And the Marine Corps Memorial stands
proudly as the last great vestige of monumental realism in
American sculpture–big, commanding, more real that reality. In
the noble cause of celebrating our nation’s reverence for truth
and justice, Americans prefer to let reality slip by, to ignore
inconvenient facts.
But Americans’ yearning goes deeper than a willingness to
believe Hollywood formula and fantasy. It involves the
preservation of a passionate faith in the hero, a belief in the
individual’s ability to change the course of history (the valor
of Delacroix’s flag-waving “Liberty” and the resolve of Leutze’s
“Washington”), a faith now so distressingly contradicted by the
58,180 names on the Vietnam Veterans Memorial.
We discovered an unusual phenomenon in the course of our
research: the fake flag-raisers, people who insisted they had
been in Rosenthal’s picture and had helped hoist the Stars and
Stripes over Iwo Jima. There were, and are, a lot of them.
Some Iwo vet, probably a fine Marine, spins a few Pacific yarns
in a local tavern. Over the course of years, his story takes him
from the D-Day landing, to the base of Suribachi, and on up its
sulfurous slopes, until one unfortunate evening, he tells how
he grabbed a length of metal pipe and helped his buddies hoist
Old Glory in the Pacific breeze. Before he knows it, somebody
at the next table tips off a reporter. An interview. A picture.
A story in the hometown newspaper. Then the wire services.
Another hero. And for the rest of his life, this unlucky hero
will have to go on spinning his yarn to sustain his newfound
glory.
And so what difference is there between getting caught up in a
good story and creating a national myth?
Hardly any.
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March 27, Tuesday: The Germans fired three V2 rockets from near The Hague. One killed 134 in London, another 27
in Antwerp. When the third V2 detonated in Orpington, Kent, killing one civilian, we can be sure that the
British people would have liked to know at that time, that this was the very last V2 the Nazis were going to be
able to send across the English Channel, and that this dead civilian was the to be the very last killed by war
action in Great Britain (the cumulative score would be that V2s killed 2,855 in Great Britain and 4,483 in
Belgium — the weapon hadn’t been all that cost-effective).
The Japanese commanders on Iwo Jima killed themselves, thus ending organized Japanese resistance on the
island. In over a month of fighting for the island, 25,000 people had died. 200 Japanese were taken prisoner.
American troops landed on Caballo Island in Manila Bay.
Soviet troops pierced the final defensive lines at Danzig (Gdansk) and Gdynia.
Soviet authorities arrested 16 Polish underground leaders.
Francis Poulenc writes to Darius Milhaud in the United States. “The ascension of Messiaen has been the most
significant musical event. You would, in fact, find a fanatical sect surrounding this musician who, for all the
impossible literary jargon, was nevertheless remarkable.” Argentina declared war on Germany and Japan.
A symphonic allegro by Peter Mennin was performed for the initial time, in New York conducted by Leonard
Bernstein.
Army troops, supported by destroyers and motor torpedo boats and air attack, landed on Caballo Island near
Corregidor, Luzon, Philippine Islands.
United States naval vessels damaged, Okinawa area:
•
•
•

Carrier Essex (CV-9), by aircraft operational casualty, 25 degrees 10 minutes North, 132 degrees 5
minutes East
High-speed minesweeper Southard (DMS-10), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 0
minute North, 127 degrees 0 minute East
Light minelayer Adams (DM-27), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 17 minutes
North, 127 degrees 40 East

Japanese naval vessel sunk:
•

Cable layer Odate, by submarine Trigger (SS-237), East China Sea, 30 degrees 40 minutes North,
127 degrees 50 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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March 28, Wednesday: The Red Army captured Gdynia, Poland and Györ, Hungary, southwest of Vienna.
American troops captured Marburg, north of Frankfurt-am-Main and Lauterbach, to the east.
United States naval vessel sunk: Minesweeper Skylark (AM-63), by mine, Okinawa area, 26 degrees 20
minutes North, 127 degrees 41 minutes East
United States naval vessels damaged:
•
•

Attack cargo ship Wyandot (AKA-92), by horizontal bomber, Okinawa area, 26 degrees 0 minute
North, 127 degrees 0 minute East
Repair ship Agenor (ARL-3), by collision, Iwo Jima area, 24 degrees 46 minutes North, 141
degrees 19 minutes East

Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•
•
•

Coast defense vessel #33, by carrier-based aircraft, off Kyushu, Japan, 31 degrees 45 minutes
North, 131 degrees 45 minutes East
Frigate Mikura, by submarine Threadfin (SS-410), off Kyushu, Japan, 31 degrees 49 minutes
North, 131 degrees 44 minutes East
Minesweeper #11, by Army aircraft, Netherlands East Indies area, 5 degrees 6 minutes South,
119 degrees 18 minutes East
Patrol boat #108, by Army aircraft, Netherlands East Indies area, 4 degrees 15 minutes South,
119 degrees 5 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

March 29, Thursday: American troops landed on Negros, in the Philippines near Bacolod.
Soviet forces captured Kapuvar, southeast of Vienna, and crossed the border into Austria at Köszeg.
Dozens of Allied agents captured by the Germans were executed at Flossenbürg death camp.
American forces captured Frankfurt-am-Main.
Aircraft from two carrier task groups (Rear Admiral J.J. Clark and Rear Admiral F.C. Sherman) attack airfields
and shipping in the Kagoshima Bay area, Kyushu, Japan.
Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•
•
•

Submarine chaser #192, by Army aircraft, off Formosa, 22 degrees 40 minutes North, 120 degrees
15 minutes East
Coast defense vessel #18, by Army aircraft, South China Sea, 14 degrees 44 minutes North,
109 degrees 16 minutes East
Coast defense vessel #84, by submarine Hammerhead (SS-364), South China Sea, 14 degrees
30 minutes North, 109 degrees 16 minutes East
Coast defense vessel #130, by Army aircraft, South China Sea, 14 degrees 44 minutes North,
109 degrees 16 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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March 30, Friday: Indian troops took Kyaukse, south of Mandalay.
Soviet forces captured Danzig (Gdansk).
At Ravensbrück, Jewish women being led to execution struggled with guards. Nine escaped and were
recaptured and killed.
ANTISEMITISM
Béla Bartók completed a 3d volume of Rumanian Folk Music.
United States naval vessels damaged:
•
•

Heavy cruiser USS Indianapolis (CA-35), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, Okinawa area,
26 degrees 25 minutes North, 127 degrees 30 minutes East
High-speed transport Roper (APD-20), by collision, Philippine Sea, 20 degrees 57 minutes North,
132 degrees 5 minutes East

German submarines sunk:
•
•
•

U-2340, by Army aircraft, Hamburg, Germany.
U-96, U-429, U-3508, by Army aircraft, Wilhelmshaven, Germany.
U-72, U-329, U-430, U-870, U-884, U-886, by Army aircraft, Bremen, Germany

Soviet troops captured the Polish city of Danzig. The concentration camp of Stutthof about 20 miles east of the city
had been evacuated a few weeks before, with the SS herding the 35,000 inmates in a forced march to the west.
Without food, and with little water, many had fallen dead along the way. A large group, probably thousands,
having arrived at cliffs overlooking the sea, had been machine-gunned. Only a few thousand of the 35,000
were reaching the western destination.
WORLD WAR II

March 31, Saturday: British and Chinese troops captured Kyaukme, northeast of Mandalay, thus clearing the Burma
Road from Mandalay to Lashio.
The provisional government of Poland claims Danzig (Gdansk) as “an inseparable part of the Polish
Republic.” French troops cross the Rhine at Speyer and Germersheim, north of Karlsruhe.
Anton Webern and his wife leave their home near Vienna on foot, hoping to reach their house in Mittersill
some 300 kilometers to the west. They reach Neulengbach, on the rail line to Salzburg.
The Glass Menagerie by Tennessee Williams opened at the Playhouse Theater in New York.
American forces complete the captured of the Kerama Islands in the Ryukyus. While operating in the Ryukyus,
the USS Indianapolis (CA-35) was hit by a Kamikaze and would need to return to home port in California for
repairs.
United States naval vessels damaged:
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•
•
•
•
•

Heavy cruiser Pensacola (CA-24), by collision, Okinawa area, 26 degrees 10 minutes North,
127 degrees 19 minutes East
Light minelayer Adams (DM-27), by Japanese Kamikaze, Okinawa area, 26 degrees 12 minutes
North, 127 degrees 8 minutes East
Seaplane tender (small) Coos Bay (AVP-25), by collision, Central Pacific area, 12 degrees
7 minutes North, 156 degrees 27 minutes East
Attack transport Hinsdale (APA-120), by Japanese Kamikaze, Okinawa area, 25 degrees 54
minutes North, 127 degrees 49 minutes East
LST724 and LST884, by Japanese Kamikaze, Okinawa area, 25 degrees 59 minutes North, 127
degrees 50 minutes East

Japanese submarine sunk: Submarine I-8, by destroyers Morrison (DD-560) and Stockton (DD-646), Okinawa
area, 25 degrees 29 minutes North, 128 degrees 35 minutes East
Germany submarine sunk sometime in March: U-348, U-350, U-1167, by Army aircraft, Hamburg, Germany
WORLD WAR II
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APRIL 1945
April: George Smith Patton, Jr. had been doing so well that at this point they let him paint four stars on his helmet
(his usefulness would soon be over and this “4-star-general” stuff would of course vanish). He continued his
drive across southern Germany and into Czechoslovakia.
WORLD WAR II
April: The Nazis had secreted some of their stolen art and wealth in central European salt mines.
At this point we re-stole some of it from them. (It’s been showing up at art auctions ever since.)
At some point during this month, at the Bergen-Belsen concentration camp, Anne Frank died of typhoid fever.
ANTISEMITISM
GERMANY

WORLD WAR II
April/May: After the capture of the Remagen Bridge the US Army had hastily erected dozens of prisoner-of-war camps
in the vicinity of the bridgehead. These were simply open fields surrounded by concertina wire. At the Rhine
Meadows were the Remagen, Bad Kreuznach, Andernach, Buderich, Rheinbach, and Sinzig concentration
camps. The task of guarding these prisoners had fallen to the 40,000 men of the US 106th Infantry Division.
No tents or toilets were provided and therefore the ground quickly became from end to end a sea of urine. The
POWs dug holes in the ground in which to sleep, using their bare hands. In the Bad Kreuznach cage, 560,000
men were interned in an area that might have been planned for about 45,000. In the five camps around
Bretzenheim, prisoners were provided with only about 600-850 calories per day and if they could collect it
they ate even grass. During a bit over two months when the camps were under American control, a total of
18,100 prisoners died with their bellies bloating and their teeth falling out, from malnutrition, disease, and
exposure. More than 50,000 German prisoners died in the Rhine Meadows camps out of around 920,000 in the
months just before and after the cessation of hostilities. The Remagen cage was set up to accommodate
100,000 men but ended up with twice that number. On the first afternoon 35,000 prisoners were counted
through the gate. About 10,000 of these required urgent medical attention which was almost completely
unavailable. All roads leading to the camps were clogged with hundreds of trucks bringing in even more
prisoners, sent to the rear by the advancing 9th US Army. (Today’s tourists cruising down the Rhine can notice
a small memorial and plaque built on the site of the former POW cage. In the Remagen cemetery there are
1,200 graves, and at Bad Kreuznach, 1,000 graves.)
WORLD WAR II
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Just inside the east German border across from Czechoslovakia, when the town of Nemmersdorf was entered
by General Gatlitsky’s 11th Guards Army, the Russians instantly gunned down 40 French POWs who were
attempting to welcome these Allies as liberators. They then hung signs from buildings in Russian, “Soldiers!
Take revenge without mercy!” By the time that the Soviet 4th Army would arrive to take over the town five
days later, hardly a single inhabitant would remain alive. Girls as young as eight years were raped so brutally
that they were dying from this abuse alone. In other East Prussian villages within the triangle GumbinnenGoldap-Ebenrode, old men and boys had been castrated and their eyes gouged out before being shot or set on
fire. At the Metgethen railway station there was a refugee train from Konigsberg consisting of seven passenger
coaches, and in each of the compartments of each of its coaches were 7 to 9 mutilated bodies. Some women
found in a demented state at a villa reported that they had been being sexually assaulted 60 to 70 times a day.
Corpses would be found of German women nailed naked to barn doors and used for target practice. Two young
women who had been torn apart, their legs tied to trucks. Alexander Solzhenitsyn, who had been a captain in
the Soviet Army, would later recall that “All of us knew very well that if girls were German they could be raped
and then shot. This was almost a combat distinction.”
April 1, Easter Sunday: US troops encircled German troops in the Ruhr.
The Allies took the offensive in North Italy.
Allied troops occupied Legaspi in southern Luzon.
Soviet forces captured Sopron, Hungary, south of Vienna.
Führer Adolf Hitler moved his headquarters from the Chancellery to a bunker system deep below it.
American forces linked up at Lippstadt, south of Bielefeld, trapping 325,000 German troops in the Ruhr. They
also captured Hamm, northeast of Dortmund and Paderborn, southeast of Bielefeld.
Roy Harris’ motet Alleluia for chorus and brass was performed for the initial time, in Grace Episcopal Church,
Colorado Springs.
Twenty-six B-29 Superfortresses flew a final US bombing mission from bases in India.
The US 10th Army, which included the 1st and 6th Marine divisions, achieved a 13-kilometer beachhead on
Okinawa, pointing to the difficulties ahead if the Allies were to find it necessary to conduct amphibious
assaults against Japanese home islands.
2,500 tons of Red Cross relief supplies had been transported from Portland, Oregon to Nakhodka, 100 miles
south of Vladivostok in December 1943 by 5 Soviet ships. Under an agreement between Japan and the US
which guaranteed safe passage for ships doing such relief work, Captain Hamada Matsutaro’s 11,249-ton
passenger/cargo ship Awa Maru had picked up 175 tons of these relief parcels at Nakhodka and delivered them
to American and Allied POWs in Japanese custody. In direct violation of the relief-for-POWs agreement,
however, the vessel had also been conveying crates of aircraft parts, munitions and other commodities
desperately needed by Japanese troops in Southeast Asia. American intelligence was aware of this;
nevertheless our submarines had been ordered not to torpedo it because of the relief supplies. The vessel had
been painted green and was identified with large white crosses on its sides and funnel, crosses that were
illuminated by special spotlights. This was the 3rd Japanese ship to carry out this work. Having offloaded its
cargo at various stops on its journey south, the Awa Maru had prepared in Singapore for its return journey.
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When it left Singapore on March 28, it had on board more than 2,000 Japanese officials, diplomats,
technicians, and civilians. When it stopped at Jakarta, it took on 2,500 tons of crude oil, thousands of tons of
oil-drilling machinery, tin ingots, tungsten, and rubber. However, Commander Charles E. Loughlin’s USS
Queenfish, on its 4th patrol on Easter Sunday, was lurking in the Taiwan strait through which the Awa Maru
would need to pass. At 11PM the RADAR man on the Queenfish noted a pip indicating a possible target at
17,000 yards. The Awa Maru, loaded as it was far beyond normal limits, was travelling low in the water, and
thus presented a smaller than usual radar image — an image not unlike that of a destroyer. Without seeking to
make any identification, the Queenfish sent out a fan of 4 torpedoes and this target was sunk.

In the oil slick from the sinking, the crew picked up one floater, 46-year-old Shimoda Kantaro, a 1st-class
steward. 2,003 had died, including 72 Taiwanese civilians.232
232. At a first order of approximation there seems to be a remarkable similarity between fighting at sea and feeding fish.
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(Commander Loughlin would be relieved of his command, but his court-martial would erase all charges of
wrongdoing.)
WORLD WAR II

US Marines and Army forces land on Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands, under cover of heavy naval gunfire and air attack.
The operation against Japanese forces was under the overall command of Admiral R.A. Spruance, Commander
Fifth Fleet. Vice Admiral R.K. Turner commands the Joint Expeditionary Force, and the troops were
commanded by Lieutenant General A.B. Buckner, USA.
Army forces were landed near Legaspi, southern Luzon, PI, under cover of naval gunfire and Army aircraft.
United States naval vessels damaged, Okinawa landings:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Battleship West Virginia (BB-48), by Japanese Kamikaze, 26 degrees 20 minutes North,
127 degrees 40 minutes East
Destroyer Prichett (DD-561), by Japanese dive bomber, 26 degrees 38 minutes North, 127 degrees
25 minutes East
Destroyer escort Vammen (DE-644), by mine, 26 degrees 18 minutes North, 127 degrees
29 minutes East
Minesweeper Skirmish (AM-303), by Japanese dive bomber, 26 degrees 33 minutes North, 127
degrees 33 minutes East
Attack cargo ship Achernar (AKA-53), by Japanese Kamikaze, 26 degrees 7 minutes North, 127
degrees 45 minutes East
Attack cargo ship Tyrrell (AKA-80), by Japanese Kamikaze, 26 degrees 21 minutes North,
127 degrees 45 minutes East
Attack transport Elmore (APA-42), by Japanese horizontal bomber, 26 degrees 20 minutes North,
127 degrees 41 minutes East
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•

Attack transport Alpine (APA-92), by Japanese Kamikaze, 26 degrees 20 minutes North,
127 degrees 41 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

April 2, Monday: Soviet and Bulgarian troops took Nagykanizsa, Hungary near the Yugoslav border, the center of the
Hungarian oil fields and Kremnica, Czechoslovakia, northeast of Bratislava.
British forces captured Münster.
After travelling on foot from their home near Vienna, Anton Webern and his wife reach Mittersill near
Salzburg, soon to be joined by their three daughters.

In his underground bunker in Berlin, Führer Adolf Hitler wrote his last will and testament, pointing out in it
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that the world “would be eternally grateful to me and to national socialism for having exterminated the Jews
in Germany and central Europe.” (This is of particular interest to me, since I am so well aware that my Smith
relatives in Olney, Illinois agreed with Hitler on this point: “We may have had to fight him, but he sure
understood about the Jews,” one of my uncles once confided to me.)

Army forces supported by destroyers land on Sanga Sanga and Bangao Islands, Sulu Archipelago, Philippine
Islands.
Submarine Hardhead (SS-365) laid mines off Cape Kamao, Cochin China.
United States naval vessels damaged:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Destroyer Shaw (DD-373), by grounding, Leyte area, Philippine Islands 9 degrees 36 minutes
North, 123 degrees 53 minutes East
Destroyer Franks (DD-554), by collision, Okinawa area, 25 degrees 49 minutes North, 130 degrees
1 minute East
Destroyer Prichett (DD-561), by horizontal bomber, Okinawa area, 27 degrees 17 minutes North,
127 degrees 51 minutes East
Destroyer Borie (DD-704), by collision, Okinawa area, 23 degrees 36 minutes North, 131 degrees
40 minutes East
Destroyer escort Foreman (DE-633), by dive bomber, Okinawa area, 26 degrees 10 minutes North,
127 degrees 11 minutes East
Attack transport Chilton (APA-38), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, Okinawa area, 25 degrees
59 minutes North, 127 degrees 17 minutes East
Attack transport Henrico (APA-45), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, Okinawa area, 25
degrees 59 minutes North, 127 degrees 17 minutes East
Attack transport Goodhue (APA-107), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, Okinawa area, 25
degrees 56 minutes North, 127 degrees 17 minutes East
Attack transport Telfair (APA-210), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, Okinawa area, 25 degrees
56 minutes North, 127 degrees 17 minutes East
Attack cargo ship Lacerta (AKA-29), accidentally by United States naval gunfire, Okinawa area,
26 degrees 21 minutes North, 127 degrees 43 minutes East
LST599, by Kamikaze suicide plane, Okinawa area, 26 degrees 10 minutes North, 127 degrees
16 minutes East

Japanese naval vessels sunk:
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•
•

Coast defense vessel #186, by carrier-based aircraft, Yellow Sea
Transport #17, by carrier-based aircraft, Yellow Sea
WORLD WAR II

April 3, Tuesday: Neva Wilson committed suicide by jumping off the Golden Gate Bridge.
Americans landed on Masbate Island, south of Luzon, to assist local guerrillas.
Soviet troops took Wiener Neustadt, south of Vienna.
President Edvard Benes and the Czechoslovak government arrived in Kosice from the USSR.
United States naval vessel sunk: Motor minesweeper YMS-71, by mine, off Borneo, 4 degrees 59 minutes
North, 119 degrees 47 minutes East
United States naval vessels damaged in operations against Japanese forces in the Okinawa area:
•

Destroyer Sproston (DD-577), by dive bomber, 26 degrees 30 minutes North, 127 degrees
57 minutes East
• LST554, by storm, 26 degrees 20 minutes North, 127 degrees 45 minutes East
• Escort carrier Wake Island (CVE-65), by Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 5 minutes North,
128 degrees 57 minutes East
• High-speed minesweeper Hambleton (DMS-20), by Kamikaze suicide plane, 27 degrees 0 minute
North, 127 degrees 0 minute East
German submarines sunk: U-1221, U-2542, U-3505, by Army aircraft, Kiel, Germany
WORLD WAR II
April 4, Wednesday: The Red Army captured Bratislava.
The fascist leader of Hungary Ferenc Szálasi fled the country, taking the crown with him.
British and Canadian forces captured Osnabruck, northeast of Münster.
American troops took Kassel and Gotha, west of Erfurt. They entered the death camp at Ohrdruf and found
thousands of bodies stacked like cordwood, each having taken a bullet through the back of the head. With this,
the first close-up view of Nazi atrocities was revealed to the West.
French troops captured Karlsruhe.
The Japanese on Okinawa began to oppose the American invasion. United States naval vessel sunk: Highspeed transport Dickerson (APD-21), damaged by Kamikaze suicide plane, Okinawa area; sunk by United
States forces
United States naval vessels damaged in operations against Japanese forces in the Okinawa area:
•
•
•

Destroyer Norman Scott (DD-690), by collision, 23 degrees 46 minutes North, 129 degrees
25 minutes East
LST70, by grounding, 26 degrees 21 minutes North, 127 degrees 45 minutes East
LST166, by grounding, 26 degrees 20 minutes North, 127 degrees 45 minutes East
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

LST343, by grounding, 26 degrees 0 minute North, 128 degrees 0 minute East
LST399, by collision, 26 degrees 20 minutes North, 127 degrees 45 minutes East
LST570, by grounding, 26 degrees 21 minutes North, 127 degrees 44 minutes East
LST624, by grounding, 26 degrees 21 minutes North, 127 degrees 45 minutes East
LST675, by grounding, 26 degrees 21 minutes North, 127 degrees 45 minutes East
LST689, by grounding, 26 degrees 20 minutes North, 127 degrees 45 minutes East
LST736, by grounding, 26 degrees 20 minutes North, 127 degrees 45 minutes East
LST756, by grounding, 26 degrees 21 minutes North, 127 degrees 45 minutes East
LST781, by grounding, 26 degrees 23 minutes North, 127 degrees 44 minutes East

German submarines sunk: U-237, U-749, and U-3003, by Army aircraft, Kiel, Germany
WORLD WAR II
April 5, Thursday: The 1st bombs fell on Bayreuth, some hitting Wahnfried, the home of Richard Wagner. Much of
the main house was destroyed.
Soviet troops took Mödling, near Vienna, and the home of Anton Webern (Webern himself was at Mittersill
near Salzburg).
A government of Czechoslovakia was constituted in Kosice under Prime Minister Zdenek Fierlinger.
“Independent” Slovakia, under President Jozef Tiso and Prime Minister Stefan Tiso, ceased to exist.
The new government announced the demand that all ethnic Germans and Magyars be expelled from the
country. This would be enshrined in the final Potsdam declaration.
Incidental music to Shkvarkin’s play The Last Day by Aram Khachaturian was performed for the initial time,
in Vakhtangov Dramatic Theater, Moscow.
United States Naval Advanced Air Base, Iwo Jima, Volcano Islands, was established — as a representative
democracy we had a need to pretend that this island we had shed so much blood over was an island worth
having in our inventory and this was the lowest-cost method for achieving such a pretense.
The USSR denounced its neutrality treaty with Japan. Prime Minister Kuniaki Koiso of Japan and his cabinet
resigned; Admiral Suzuki became Prime Minister.
United States naval vessels damaged:
•
•
•
•
•

Battleship Nevada (BB-36), by coastal defense gun, Okinawa area, 26 degrees 13 minutes North,
127 degrees 40 minutes East
Light minelayer Harry F. Bauer (DM-26), by aircraft torpedo, Okinawa area, 26 degrees
30 minutes North, 127 degrees 30 minutes East
Seaplane tender (destroyer) Thornton (AVD-11), by collision, Okinawa area, 24 degrees 24 minutes
North, 128 degrees 58 minutes East
Oiler Ashtabula (AO-51), by collision, Okinawa area, 25 degrees 9 minutes North, 128 degrees
47 minutes East
Oiler Escalante (AO-70), by collision, Okinawa area, 25 degrees 9 minutes North, 128 degrees
47 minutes East
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Repair ship Agenor (ARL-3), by collision, Iwo Jima area, 24 degrees 46 minutes North,
141 degrees 19 minutes East
LST273, by collision, Okinawa area, 26 degrees 25 minutes North, 127 degrees 42 minutes East
LST646, by collision, Iwo Jima area, 24 degrees 46 minutes North, 141 degrees 19 minutes East
LST698, by grounding, Okinawa area, 26 degrees 24 minutes North, 127 degrees 45 minutes East
LST810, by collision, Okinawa area, 26 degrees 25 minutes North, 127 degrees 42 minutes East
LST940, by collision, Okinawa area, 26 degrees 21 minutes North, 127 degrees 43 minutes East
LST1000, by collision, Okinawa area, 26 degrees 21 minutes North, 127 degrees 44 minutes East

Japanese naval vessel sunk: Submarine R0-41, by destroyer Hudson (DD-475), Okinawa area, 26 degrees 21
minutes North, 126 degrees 30 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
April 5/6: The Buchenwald concentration camp was evacuated.
WORLD WAR II
GERMANY
JEWS
April 6, Friday: The Red Army laid siege to Vienna.
Yugoslav partisans captured Sarajevo.
The City of Memphis, Tennessee banned the movie Brewster’s Millions because it “presents too much social
equality and racial mixture.”
Concerto for french horn and orchestra by Gunther Schuller was performed for the initial time, in Cincinnati,
the composer himself as soloist.
the 1st heavy attack was made by Japanese Kamikaze suicide planes on United States ships at Okinawa,
Ryukyu Islands; similar attacks would persist throughout the Okinawa campaign.
United States naval vessels sunk, Okinawa area:
•
•
•
•

Destroyer Bush (DD-529), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 27 degrees 16 minutes North, 127
degrees 48 minutes East
Destroyer Colhoun (DD-801), damaged by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 27 degrees 16
minutes North, 127 degrees 48 minutes East; sunk by United States forces.
High-speed minesweeper Emmons (DMS-22), damaged by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26
degrees 48 minutes North, 128 degrees 4 minutes East; sunk by United States forces.
LST447, by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 9 minutes North, 127 degrees 18 minutes
East

United States naval vessels damaged, Okinawa area:
•
•

Battleship North Carolina (BB-55), accidentally by United States naval gunfire, 26 degrees
41 minutes North, 129 degrees 32 minutes East
Light carrier San Jacinto (CVL-30), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 46 minutes
North, 129 degrees 43 minutes East
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Light cruiser Pasadena (CL-65), accidentally by United States naval gunfire, 27 degrees 0 minute
North, 129 degrees 0 minute East
Destroyer Morris (DD-417), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 25 degrees 55 minutes North,
127 degrees 52 minutes East
Destroyer Bennett (DD-473), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 27 degrees 16 minutes North,
127 degrees 48 minutes East
Destroyer Hutchins (DD-476), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 0 minute North,
128 degrees 0 minute East
Destroyer Leutze (DD-481), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 38 minutes North,
127 degrees 28 minutes East
Destroyer Mullany (DD-528), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 24 minutes North,
128 degrees 10 minutes East
Destroyer Harrison (DD-573), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 27 degrees 5 minutes North,
129 degrees 22 minutes East
Destroyer Newcomb (DD-586), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 38 minutes North,
127 degrees 28 minutes East
Destroyer Howorth (DD-592), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 32 minutes North,
127 degrees 40 minutes East
Destroyer Haynesworth (DD-700), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 55 minutes
North, 129 degrees 29 minutes East
Destroyer Hyman (DD-731), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 45 minutes North,
127 degrees 42 minutes East
Destroyer Taussig (DD-746), by horizontal bomber, 27 degrees 7 minutes North, 128 degrees
39 minutes East
Destroyer escort Witter (DE-636), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 4 minutes
North, 127 degrees 52 minutes East
Destroyer escort Fieberling (DE-640), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 48 minutes
North, 128 degrees 4 minutes East
High-speed minesweeper Rodman (DMS-21), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 48
minutes North, 128 degrees 4 minutes East
High-speed minesweeper Harding (DMS-28), by horizontal bomber, 26 degrees 0 minute North,
127 degrees 0 minute East
Minesweeper Facility (AM-133), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 0 minute North,
127 degrees 0 minute East
Minesweeper Ransom (AM-283), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 48 minutes
North, 128 degrees 4 minutes East
Minesweeper Defense (AM-317), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 38 minutes
North, 127 degrees 31 minutes East
Minesweeper Devastor (AM-318), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 26 minutes
North, 127 degrees 40 minutes East
Motor minesweeper YMS 311, by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 38 minutes North,
127 degrees 48 minutes East
Motor minesweeper YMS 321, by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 0 minute North,
128 degrees 0 minute East
Submarine chaser PCS-1390, accidentally by United States naval gunfire, 26 degrees 0 minute
North, 128 degrees 0 minute East
Attack transport Barnett (APA-5), accidentally by United States naval gunfire, 26 degrees
21 minutes North, 127 degrees 43 minutes East
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•
•
•
•

High-speed transport Daniel T. Griffin (APD-38), by collision, 25 degrees 57 N, 127 degrees
57 minutes East
Attack cargo ship Leo (AKA-60), accidentally by United States naval gunfire, 26 degrees
21 minutes North, 127 degrees 43 minutes East
LST241, accidentally by United States naval gunfire, 26 degrees 20 minutes North, 127 degrees
45 minutes East
LST1000, accidentally by United States naval gunfire, 26 degrees 21 minutes North, 127 degrees
44 minutes East

Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•
•

Destroyer Amatsukaze, by Army aircraft, off China, 23 degrees 55 minutes North, 117 degrees
40 minutes East
Minesweeper #22, by submarine Besugo (SS-321), Netherlands East Indies area, 8 degrees
13 minutes South, 119 degrees 14 minutes East
Coast defense vessels #2 and #134, by Army aircraft, off China, 23 degrees 55 minutes North,
117 degrees 40 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

“A victory described in detail is indistinguishable
from a defeat.”
— Jean-Paul Sartre

April 7, Saturday: American planes attacked and destroyed a Japanese Navy suicide force, sinking one superbattleship, one cruiser and four destroyers. Only four destroyers remain (two of them damaged). The Okinawa
mission was canceled. This was the fiinal attack by the Japanese Navy.
Admiral Kantaro Suzuki replaced Kuniaki Koiso as prime minister of Japan.
President Eduard Benes of Czechoslovakia returned to Kosice and sets up a provisional government under
Prime Minister Zdenek Fierlinger.
American troops captured Göttingen, northeast of Kassel.
US soldiers found a cache of gold and art treasures in a salt mine at Merkers. This constituted almost the entire
German gold reserve, plus millions in various currencies.
Psalm 150 op.5 for chorus and orchestra by Alberto Ginastera was performed for the initial time, in Teatro
Colón, Buenos Aires.

Aircraft of fast carrier task force (Vice Admiral M. A.Mitscher) attack Japanese naval force moving through
East China Sea toward Okinawa; the enemy battleship Yamato, 1 cruiser, and 4 destroyers were sunk.
United States naval vessel sunk:
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•

Motor gunboat PGM-l8, by mine, Okinawa area, 26 degrees 13 minutes North, 127 degrees
55 minutes East

United States naval vessels damaged, Okinawa area:
•

Motor minesweeper YMS-103, by mine, 26 degrees 13 minutes North, 127 degrees 54 minutes
East
• Motor minesweeper YMS-427, by coastal defense gun, 26 degrees 14 minutes North, 127 degrees
52 minutes East
• Attack transport Audrain (APA-59), accidentally by United States naval gunfire, 26 degrees
22 minutes North, 127 degrees 43 minutes East
• LST698, by grounding, 26 degrees 24 minutes North, 127 degrees 45 minutes East
• LST890, by collision, 26 degrees 20 minutes North, 127 degrees 45 minutes East
• Aircraft carrier Hancock (CV-19), by Kamikaze suicide plane, 27 degrees 0 minute North,
130 degrees 0 minute East
• Battleship Maryland (BB-46), by Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 40 minutes North,
127 degrees 29 minutes East
• Destroyer Longshaw (DD-559), by Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 29 minutes North,
127 degrees 41 minutes East
• Destroyer escort Wesson (DE-184), by Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 48 minutes North,
127 degrees 55 minutes East
• Motor minesweeper YMS-81, by Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 35 minutes North,
127 degrees 53 minutes East
Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Battleship Yamato, by carrier-based aircraft, East China Sea, 30 40 minutes North, 128 degrees
3 minutes East
Light cruiser Isuzu, by submarines Gabilan (SS-252) and Charr (SS-328), off Celebes, Netherlands
East Indies, 7 degrees 38 minutes South, 118 degrees 9 minutes East
Light cruiser Yahagi, by carrier-based aircraft, East China Sea, 30 degrees 40 minutes North,
128 degrees 3 minutes East
Destroyer Asashimo, by carrier-based aircraft, East China Sea, 31 degrees 0 minute North,
128 degrees 0 minute East
Destroyer Hamakaze, by carrier-based aircraft, East China Sea, 30 degrees 40 minutes North,
128 degrees 3 minutes East
Destroyer Isokaze, by carrier-based aircraft, East China Sea, 30 degrees 40 minutes North,
128 degrees 3 minutes East
Destroyer Karumi, by carrier-based aircraft, East China Sea, 30 degrees 57 minutes North,
127 degrees 57 minutes East

German submarine sunk: U-857, by destroyer escort Gustafson (DE-182), off Cape Cod, Mass, 42 degrees 22
minutes North, 69 degrees 46 minutes West
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Japan’s 72,200-ton, 862-foot-long super battleship Yamato was the world’s largest fighting ship. It carried nine
18.1-inch guns and could win friends and influence people by hurling high explosives for a distance of 35
miles around it. As the Americans prepared to invade the island of Okinawa, Vice-Admiral Ito Seiichi’s
Yamato set out from Tokuyama with the cruiser Yahagi and 8 escort destroyers on what was well understood
to be its suicide mission. Approaching our invasion fleet without any air cover, the Yamato was soon spotted
by a US scout plane which radioed its position. Within hours an armada of 386 fighter planes and torpedo
bombers from the flight decks of the invasion fleet was engaging the approaching flotilla. After receiving 5
torpedoes and numerous bombs, the Yamato capsized at 14:23 hours off the coast of Kyushu, and 2,498 died.
There were 269 floaters. The cruiser Yahagi was also sunk with 446 deaths, and five of the escort destroyers
were sunk with 721 deaths. It was a good day for death.
WORLD WAR II
April 8, Sunday: Elements of the Red Army entered Vienna to German resistance.
A royal proclamation in Luang Phra Bang (Laos) announced an end to French rule.
French troops took Pforzheim, southeast of Karlsruhe.
Petros Voulgaris replaced Nikolaos Plastiras as Prime Minister of Greece.
Toccata for piano by Stefan Wolpe was performed for the initial time, at the Settlement Music School,
Philadelphia by the composer’s wife, Irma Schoenberg Wolpe.
After a week of easy advance on Okinawa, American forces were brought to a halt by Japanese defenders on
Kakazu Ridge. They cut the neck of the Motobu Peninsula. United States naval vessels damaged, Okinawa
area:
•

Destroyer Charles J. Badger (DD-657), by suicide boat, 26 degrees 18 minutes North, 127 degrees
39 minutes East
• Motor minesweeper YMS-92, by mine, 26 degrees 12 minutes North, 127 degrees 53 minutes East
• Attack cargo ship Starr (AKA-67), by suicide boat, 26 degrees 20 minutes North, 127 degrees
44 minutes East
• LST939, by collision, 26 degrees 22 minutes North, 127 degrees 44 minutes East
• LST940, by grounding, 26 degrees 20 minutes North, 127 degrees 45 minutes East
• Destroyer Gregory (DD-802), by Kamikaze suicide plane, 27 degrees 7 minutes North, 128 degrees
39 minutes East
Japanese naval vessel sunk:
•

Submarine chaser #101, by naval gunfire, Netherlands East Indies area, 4 degrees 43 minutes
South, 122 degrees 17 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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April 9, Monday: American troops land on Jolo Island in the Sulu Archipelago, Philippines.
After four days of heavy fighting, Soviet forces captured Königsberg (Kaliningrad).
The Allies renewed their attacks on the Gothic Line across the River Senio in northern Italy. Taking part were
soldiers from Great Britain, the United States, Poland, India, New Zealand, South Africa, and Brazil, as well
as Jewish volunteers.
Soviet troops reach the center of Vienna.
American forces took Essen.
Pastor Dietrich Bonhoffer and five others were hanged by the Nazis at Flossenburg.
The Mauthausen concentration camp was evacuated.
GERMANY
A US shipload of bombs exploded at Bari, Italy and not fewer than 360 died.
TIMELINE OF ACCIDENTS

Army troops supported by destroyer gunfire and air strikes land on Jolo in the Sulu Archipelago, Philippine
Islands.
United States naval vessels damaged, Okinawa area:
•
•
•

Escort carrier Chenango (CVE-28), by crash of friendly aircraft.
Destroyer Sterett (DD-407), by Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 47 minutes North, 128 degrees
42 minutes East
Destroyer Porterfield (DD-682), accidentally by United States naval gunfire, 26 degrees 34 minutes
North, 128 degrees 28 minutes East
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•
•

High-speed transport Hopping (APD-51), by coastal defense gun, 26 degrees 15 minutes North,
127 degrees 55 minutes East
LST557, by coastal defense gun, 26 degrees 14 minutes North, 127 degrees 57 minutes East

Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Submarine RO-46, by destroyers Mertz (DD-691) and Monssen (DD-798), Okinawa area,
26 degrees 9 minutes North, 130 degrees 21 minutes East
Minesweeper #3, by submarine Parche (SS-384), off Japan, 39 degrees 6 minutes North,
141 degrees 57 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

April 10, Tuesday: Allied troops captured Massa, southeast of La Spezia.
Hanover fell to the Allies.
American pilots shot down 14 German jets over Oranienburg.
Former Chancellor Franz von Papen was captured by American soldiers in the Ruhr.
William Schuman’s ballet Undertow, to a story by Tudor, was performed for the initial time, in the
Metropolitan Opera House of New York City.
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Professor Albert Einstein retired and assumed the title Professor Emeritus.

Dr. Robert S. Stone injected his “expected casualty,” the black truckdriver Ebb Cade who had been rendered
comatose in a bad highway crash, with 1,030 rems of Plutonium239, which was 41.2 times the total amount of
radiation that a typical individual would receive in a lifetime. Cade had become the first patient out of 18 –not
all of whom the DOE has completely identified– to be thus injected.
TIMELINE OF ACCIDENTS

(Dr. Robert S. Stone would get all upset and concerned when he learned later that his patient had survived both
the auto accident injuries and his injection, and had left the hospital without the doctor’s having had the
opportunity to conduct follow-up tests on bodily Pt239 levels.)
SECRET MEDICAL EXPERIMENTS

American forces took Mauban, north of Lucena, Luzon.
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US Army troops supported by naval bombardment and carrier aircraft land on Tsuken Shima, off east coast of
Okinawa.
United States naval vessels damaged in operations against Japanese forces in the Okinawa area:
•
•
•

Motor minesweeper YMS-96, by collision, 26 degrees 3 minutes North, 127 degrees 48 minutes
East
Submarine chaser SC-661, by grounding, 26 degrees 11 minutes North, 127 degrees 55 minutes
East
LST449, by coastal defense gun, 26 degrees 14 minutes North, 127 degrees 57 minutes East

United States naval vessels damaged, Okinawa area:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Battleship Missouri (BB-63), by Japanese Kamikaze, 26 degrees 0 minutes North, 130 degrees
0 minutes East
Aircraft carrier Enterprise (CV-6), by Japanese Kamikaze, 26 degrees 0 minute North, 128 degrees
0 minutes East
Aircraft carrier Essex (CV-9), by dive bomber, 26 degrees 50 minutes North, 130 degrees
30 minutes East
Destroyer Trathen (DD-530), accidentally by United States naval gunfire, 27 degrees 13 minutes
North, 130 degrees 15 minutes East
Destroyer Hale (DD-642), by dive bomber, 26 degrees 0 minute North, 120 degrees 0 minutes East
Destroyer Bullard (DD-660), by Japanese Kamikaze, 26 degrees 0 minute North, 130 degrees
0 minutes East
Destroyer Kidd (DD-661), by Japanese Kamikaze, 26 degrees 0 minute North, 130 degrees
0 minutes East
Destroyer Hank (DD-702), by aerial strafing, 27 degrees 0 minute North, 130 degrees 0 minutes
East
Destroyer escort Manlove (DE-36), by aerial strafing, 26 degrees 12 minutes North, 127 degrees
20 minutes East
Destroyer escort Samuel S. Miles (DE-183), by Japanese Kamikaze, 26 degrees 12 minutes North,
127 degrees 20 minutes East
Attack transport Berrien (APA-61), by collision, 26 degrees 22 minutes North, 127 degrees
43 minutes East
Attack cargo ship Leo (AKA-60), accidentally by United States naval gunfire, 26 degrees
21 minutes North, 127 degrees 43 minutes East
LST399, by grounding, 26 degrees 20 minutes North, 127 degrees 45 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

FIGURING OUT WHAT AMOUNTS TO A “HISTORICAL CONTEXT” IS WHAT
THE CRAFT OF HISTORICIZING AMOUNTS TO, AND THIS NECESSITATES
DISTINGUISHING BETWEEN THE SET OF EVENTS THAT MUST HAVE
TAKEN PLACE BEFORE EVENT E COULD BECOME POSSIBLE, AND MOST
CAREFULLY DISTINGUISHING THEM FROM ANOTHER SET OF EVENTS
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THAT COULD NOT POSSIBLY OCCUR UNTIL SUBSEQUENT TO

EVENT E.

April 11, Wednesday: The USSR and the Yugoslavs signed a treaty.
American forces landed on Bohol Island, Philippines, east of Cebu.
The USSR signed a treaty of mutual aid with Yugoslavia in Moscow.
American troops took Weimar. They reached the Elbe at Wittenberg, northwest of Berlin.
Americans captured Carrara, southeast of La Spezia.
When Japanese atrocities against Spanish citizens in the Philippines were revealed, Spain broke off diplomatic
relations. Chile declared war on Japan.
As the Gestapo telephoned to Buchenwald to advise them that the necessary explosives were being sent to
blow up the camp and the prisoners, the phone was answered by inmates, the guards and administration having
fled. The inmates assured the Gestapo that the explosives would not be necessary, and a few hours later,
American troops entered the camp. One of the prisoners, Elie Wiesel, later wrote, “You were our liberators but
we, the diseased, emaciated, barely human survivors were your teachers. We taught you to understand the
Kingdom of Night.” 57,000 people had been killed at Buchenwald. Of the 9,000 Soviet POWs who had arrived
during the war, only 800 were still living.
WORLD WAR II
GERMANY

World War II

“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project
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April 12, Thursday: On the island of Okinawa, Japanese defenders began a ground counterattack that would fail.
Meanwhile, however 185 Kamikazes (Zero fighters with a bomb in the nose, without landing gear) and eight
Okas (rocket-powered bombs steered by humans) attacked American ships in the vicinity, sinking two vessels
and damaging twelve.
Indian troops took Kyaukpadaung in Burma, north of Rangoon.
The US President succumbed to a massive cerebral hemorrhage at Warm Springs, Georgia. His bodily failure
had undoubtedly been hastened by smoking and drinking.

The Vice President, Harry S Truman, was of course sworn in as the 33d president of the United States of
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America immediately upon the demise of Franklin Delano Roosevelt.233 In the White House, President
Truman’s bathtub would have a hidden message carved in glass on the backside which would read: “In this tub
bathes the man whose heart is always clean and serves his people truthfully” (the originator of this sentiment,
a glass carver, had been commissioned to design the glass panels of five such tubs).
H.L. Mencken would comment, about the fallen leader, that FDR had possessed every quality that morons
esteem in their heroes.
Helen Clarke Grimes the relentless diarist of Spragueville near Smithfield northwest of Providence, Rhode
Island made a final note about our World War II leadership, for her diary:
I never admired the President when he was alive and will not
mourn him at his passing. Frankly, the eulogies make me sick.
However, it would have been well if he had lasted out this term
for which he strove so hard, as I have no faith in Vice Pres.
Truman.
German and Croatian defenses collapsed along the River Sava.
American forces crossed the River Elbe near Magdeburg, west of Berlin. They occupied Braunschweig, Essen,
and Erfurt.
French troops took Baden-Baden.
At his home in Garmisch, Richard Strauss completed the score to his “Metamorphosen.”
The Allies liberated the concentration camps at Buchenwald and Belsen.
GERMANY

Wilson in Hell
(written in 1942)234
Roosevelt died and met Wilson; who said, “I blundered into it
Through honest error, and conscience cut me so deep that I died
In the vain effort to prevent future wars. But you
233. For the previous presidential election, Franklin Delano Roosevelt versus Thomas Dewey, the Democrats had accepted their
winner Roosevelt for an unprecedented 4th nomination, but had refused Henry Wallace of Iowa as a repeat running mate on account
of views that they considered “ultra” liberal. The compromise choice for Veep had settled on a machine politician from a center of
corruption in America, Kansas City, Missouri, who had made quite a name for himself by investigating war profiteers. Who could
have imagined that a month after this inauguration, Roosevelt would be in the ground and it would be this supremely simpleminded
machine politician who would be pushing all the buttons as the President of the United States of America?

234. This poem was entirely suppressed by the publisher, Random House, even after the war was over.
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Blew on the coal-bed, and when it kindled you deliberately
Sabotaged every fire-wall that even the men who denied
My hope had built. You have too much murder on your hands. I will not
Speak of the lies and connivings. I cannot understand the Mercy
That permits us to meet in the same heaven. — Or is this my hell?”
— Robinson Jeffers
Roosevelt died and met Wilson; who said,
“I blundered into it
Through honest error, and conscience cut me
so deep that I died
In the vain effort to prevent future wars.
But you
Blew on the coal-bed, and when it kindled
you deliberately
Sabotaged every fire-wall that even the men
who denied
My hope had built. You have too much murder
on your hands. I will not
Speak of the lies and connivings. I cannot
understand the Mercy
That permits us to meet in the same heaven.
— Or is this my hell?”

United States naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Destroyer Mannert L. Abele (DD-733), by piloted bomb, Okinawa area, 27 degrees 25 minutes
North, 126 degrees 59 minutes East
LST493, by grounding, off Plymouth, England, 50 degrees 20 minutes North, 4 degrees 9 minutes
West

United States naval vessels damaged in operations against Japanese forces in the Okinawa area:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Battleship New Mexico (BB-40), accidentally by United States naval gunfire, 26 degrees
31 minutes North, 127 degrees 37 minutes East
Battleship Idaho (BB-42), by Japanese Kamikaze, 26 degrees 26 minutes North, 127 degrees
32 minutes East
Battleship Tennessee (BB-43), by Japanese Kamikaze, 26 degrees 0 minutes North, 128 degrees 0
minute East
Destroyer Stanly (DD-478), by Japanese Kamikaze piloted bomb, 27 degrees 12 minutes North,
128 degrees 17 minutes East
Destroyer Purdy (DD-734), by Japanese Kamikaze, 27 degrees 16 minutes North, 127 degrees 50
minutes East
Destroyer Zellars (DD-777), by Japanese Kamikaze, 26 degrees 0 minutes North, 128 degrees
0 minute East
Destroyer Cassin Young (DD-793), by Japanese Kamikaze, 27 degrees 17 minutes North,
127 degrees 50 minutes East
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Destroyer escort Riddle (DE-185), by Japanese Kamikaze, 26 degrees 0 minutes North, 128 degrees
0 minute East
Destroyer escort Rall (DE-304), by Japanese Kamikaze, 26 degrees 36 minutes North, 127 degrees
39 minutes East
Destroyer escort Walter G. Wann (DE-412), by Japanese Kamikaze, 26 degrees 17 minutes North,
127 degrees 20 minutes East
Destroyer escort Whitehurst (DE-634), by Japanese Kamikaze 26 degrees 4 minutes North, 127
degrees 12 minutes East
Light minelayer Lindsey (DM-32), by Japanese Kamikaze, 26 degrees 28 minutes North,
127 degrees 15 minutes East
High-speed minesweeper Jeffers (DMS-27), by Japanese Kamikaze plane and piloted bomb,
26 degrees 50 North, 126 degrees 35 minutes East
Minesweeper Gladiator (AM-319), by Japanese Kamikaze, 26 degrees 5 minutes North,
127 degrees 35 minutes East
Gasoline tanker Wabash (AOG-4), by collision, 26 degrees 0 minutes North, 128 degrees 0 minutes
East
Attack cargo ship Wyandot (AKA-92), by collision, 26 degrees 21 minutes North, 127 degrees
44 minutes East
LST555, by grounding, 26 degrees 20 minutes North, 127 degrees 45 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

April 13, Friday: Without the awareness of the Japanese people, Prime Minister Suzuki broadcast condolences to the
United States of America in regard to the unexpected demise of their President. Secretary of War Henry
Stimson informed new US President Harry S Truman (who had been kept entirely in the dark in regard to a
great many things during the hegemony of President Franklin Delano Roosevelt, presumably because this
aristocrat thought very little of such a person when he thought of him at all) of the existence of the Manhattan
Project to develop an atomic bomb.
In a large grain-storage barn in a field on the Isenschnibbe estate near the town of Gardelegen, north of
Magdeburg in Sachsen-Anhalt, Germany, a radical simplification of the human population was underway.
Earlier in the day a trainload of slaves being evacuated from camps in the Mittelbau-Dora complex around the
town of Nordhausen had arrived at Letzingen railway station near Gardelegen. The slaves had marched from
there to the military barracks of the Remonte-Schule, a training establishment for cavalry horses on Bismarker
Strasse, Gardelegen. Meanwhile a 2nd train had arrived at the small station in nearby Mieste with 1,400 slaves
from the “Mittelbau” camps of Rottelberode and Stempeda. As they were being offloaded from the train
hundreds were collapsing from hunger and thirst and being shot. (American soldiers would dig up 86 such
corpses in the station vicinity.) At the airfield near the town there was a Luftwaffe Paratroop unit, which took
control. In a small wood behind the station the Germans executed 104 into three large pits. In the afternoon a
group of around 1,050 were marched to a brick-walled barn standing in a field. When the prisoners were inside
the doors were closed and the SS guards and the Kapos poured gasoline. Hand grenades were thrown in and
the barn set on fire. Those who attempted to rush the doors were shot. There are some interesting photos of
guys who managed to claw out little holes between the stones of the foundation in order to get a last breath of
fresh air while they were burning. When this area would be liberated on the next day by the US 102nd Infantry
Division, German men in business suits would be required by the Americans to carry the corpses with their
bare hands, with the use of gloves not permitted. Today, at the Gardelegen Memorial Site, there is a brick wall
containing the doorway through which the laborers had entered the barn. A memorial plaque commemorates
1,016. Above each grave is a white cross marked “Unbekannt” (Unknown).
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American forces on Okinawa reached Hedo Point.
In Manila Bay, American troops landed at Fort Drum, poured 5,000 gallons of fuel into the fortifications, and
set them alight — torching the entire Japanese garrison.
After five days of fighting, Soviet forces completed their capture of Vienna.
American troops took Jena and Bamberg.
Grand Duchess Charlotte returned to Luxembourg almost five years after her departure.
United States naval vessel damaged:
•

Destroyer escort Connolly (DE-306), by Japanese Kamikaze, Okinawa area, 26 degrees 55 minutes
North, 126 degrees 46 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

April 14, Saturday: Americans took Calauag, Luzon, east of Lucena.
Allied troops captured Vergato, south of Bologna.
United States troops entered Bayreuth which, fortunately, was not defended by the Germans.
The Berlin Philharmonic and the Singakademie perform Ein deutsches Requiem by Johannes Brahms in the
ruins of Berlin Philharmonic Hall.
United States naval vessels damaged, Okinawa area:
•
•
•

Gunboat PGM-11, by grounding, 26 degrees 13 minutes North, 127 degrees 27 minutes East
LST241, by collision, 14 degrees 38 minutes North, 140 degrees 19 minutes East
Battleship New York (BB-34), by Japanese Kamikaze, 26 degrees 0 minutes North, 128 degrees
0 minute East
• Destroyer Sigsbee (DD-502), by Japanese Kamikaze, 27 degrees 15 minutes North, 130 degrees
25 minutes East
• Destroyer Dashiell (DD-659), by Japanese Kamikaze, 27 degrees 15 minutes North, 130 degrees
25 minutes East.
• Destroyer Hunt (DD-674), by Japanese Kamikaze, 27 degrees 15 minutes North, 130 degrees
25 minutes East
Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Frigate Nomi, by submarine Tirante (SS-420), East China Sea, 33 degrees 25 minutes North,
126 degrees 15 minutes East
Coast defense vessel #31, by submarine Tirante (SS-420), East China Sea, 33 degrees 25 minutes
North, 126 degrees 15 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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April 15, Sunday: Indian troops captured Taungdwingyi, north of Rangoon.
The Bulgarian government ordered the collectivization of agriculture.
American forces captured Leuna, south of Halle.
Prime Minister Tito of Yugoslavia claimed Istria and Trieste and demanded reparations from Italy.
Canadians captured Arnhem.
GERMANY
British troops liberated the Bergen-Belsen concentration camp. By coincidence the 3 soldiers manning the 1st
tank into the camp happened to be Jews. As the British needed to move on, they left the camp in control of the
1,500 Hungarian guards, and over the next 48 hours the Hungarians killed 83 of the prisoners.
ANTISEMITISM
Aircraft of fast carrier task force (Vice Admiral M.A. Mitscher) attacked airfields and aircraft on the ground
in southern Kyushu, Japan; strike would be repeated on the following day.
After a cruiser and destroyer bombardment and air attack, the US Army landed troops on Carabao Island at
the entrance to Manila Bay, Luzon, Philippine Islands.
Submarine CHARR (SS-328) lays mines off the Malay Peninsula.
The body of Franklin Delano Roosevelt was interred at the family home in Hyde Park.
United States naval vessels damaged, Okinawa area:
•
•
•
•

Destroyer Wilson (DD-408), by Japanese Kamikaze, 26 degrees 3 minutes North, 127 degrees
20 minutes East
Destroyer Laffey (DD-724), by Japanese Kamikaze, 27 degrees 16 minutes North, 127 degrees
50 minutes East
Oiler Taluga (AO-61), by Japanese Kamikaze, 26 degrees 3 minutes North, 127 degrees 26 minutes
East
Motor minesweeper YMS-331, by Japanese Kamikaze boat, 26 degrees 15 minutes North,
127 degrees 36 minutes East

Japanese naval vessels sunk:
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•
•
•

Submarine RO-64, by mine, Japanese waters, 34 degrees 14 minutes North, 132 degrees 16 minutes
East
Submarine RO-67, by mine, Japanese waters, 34 degrees 0 minutes North, 133 degrees 0 minute
East
Frigate Mokuto, by mine, Japanese waters, 33 degrees 53 minutes North, 131 degrees 3 minutes
East
WORLD WAR II

April 16, Monday: Army forces covered by naval gunfire and carrier aircraft landed on Ie Shima, Ryukyu Islands.
Fighting in northern Okinawa virtually ended as American forces captured Mt. Yaetake.
Carrier Boxer (CV-21), was commissioned at Newport News, Virginia.
Americans landed on Fort Frank and found it abandoned, thus ending the conquest of islands in Manila Bay.
British forces took Taungup, northwest of Rangoon.
At 5AM the Red Army began its final offensive on Berlin by firing 500,000 shells, rockets and mortar bombs.
They drove west from a 320-kilometer front along the River Oder.
American pilots shot down the last usable German jets.
American troops liberated Fallingbostel and Colditz POW camps.
United States naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Destroyer Pringle (DD-477), by Japanese Kamikaze, Okinawa area, 27 degrees 26 minutes North,
126 degrees 59 minutes East
Submarine Kara (SS-369), Pacific Ocean area, reported as presumed lost

United States naval vessels damaged, Okinawa area:
•

Carrier Intrepid (CV-11), by Japanese Kamikaze, 27 degrees 37 minutes North, 131 degrees
14 minutes East

•

Battleship Missouri (BB-63), by Japanese Kamikaze, 26 degrees 0 minutes North, 130 degrees
0 minutes East
Destroyer Bryant (DD-665), by Japanese Kamikaze, 27 degrees 5 minutes North, 128 degrees
13 minutes East
Destroyer McDermut (DD-677), accidentally by United States naval gunfire, 27 degrees 30 minutes
North, 130 degrees 20 minutes East

•
•
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•
•
•
•

Destroyer escort Bowers (DE-637), by Japanese Kamikaze, 26 degrees 52 minutes North,
127 degrees 52 minutes East
High-speed minesweeper Hobson (DMS-26), by Japanese Kamikaze, 27 degrees 26 minutes North,
126 degrees 59 minutes East
High-speed minesweeper Harding (DMS-28), by Japanese Kamikaze, 26 degrees 42 minutes
North, 127 degrees 25 minutes East
Minesweeper Champion (AM-314), by Japanese horizontal bomber, 26 degrees 0 minutes North,
128 degrees 0 minutes East

Japanese naval vessel sunk: Coast defense vessel #73, by submarine Sunfish (SS-281), off Honshu, Japan, 39
degrees 36 minutes North, 142 degrees 5 minutes East
German submarines sunk:
•
•

U-880, by destroyer escorts Frost (DE-144) and Stanton (DE-247), North Atlantic area, 47 degrees
53 minutes North, 30 degrees 26 minutes West.
U-1235, by destroyer escorts Frost (DE-144) and Stanton (DE-247), North Atlantic area,
47 degrees 54 minutes North, 30 degrees 25 minutes West
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Soviet troops began their final attack on Berlin; American soldiers entered Nürnberg.
GERMANY
The 5,230-ton passenger/cargo ship SS Goya of the Hamburg America Line had been taken over by the
German Navy to assist in evacuations from the Hela Peninsula in the Bay of Danzig (“Germany’s Dunkirk,”
during which almost 2,000,000 Germans including some 700,000 soldiers were returned to the homeland).
This vessel had taken on board the remnants of the 35th Tank Regiment, and thousands of refugees. While still
60 miles off the port of Stolpe near Cape Rozewie, it was engaged by Captain Vladimir Konovalov’s L-3,
which sent out a couple of tin fish and caught the Goya amidships.

The ship broke and in about 4 minutes the pieces went under. Of an estimated 6,385 that had been on board,
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183 would be floaters. For this Captain Konovalov would become a “Hero of the Soviet Union.”

WORLD WAR II
April 17, Tuesday: Americans land on Mindanao at Cotabatu.
Soviet troops took Zisterdorf, northeast of Vienna and Seelow, east of Berlin.
American bombers strike Dresden for the sixth time. Elsewhere, American planes destroy 752 German
airplanes on the ground, virtually the last of the Luftwaffe.
Allied forces took Argenta, west of Bologna.
Germans in the Ruhr begin to surrender in large numbers.
Army forces were landed near Malabang, Parang, and Cotabato on Mindanao, Philippine Islands by naval
attack group (Rear Admiral A.G. Noble); landings were supported by cruiser and destroyer gunfire and air
attack.
United States naval vessel damaged:
•

Destroyer Benham (DD-796), by Japanese Kamikaze and accidentally by United States naval
gunfire, Okinawa area, 24 degrees 1 minute North, 132 degrees 32 minutes East

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

WORLD WAR II

WWII

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE
Japanese naval vessel sunk: Submarine RO-56, by submarine Sea Owl (SS-405), Central Pacific area, 19
degrees 17 minutes North, 166 degrees 35 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
April 18, Wednesday: War Correspondent Ernie Pyle was killed by enemy fire on Okinawa.
325,000 German troops surrounded in the Ruhr surrender (their commander, Field Marshall Walther Model,
killed himself).
American troops captured Magdeburg and cross the border into Czechoslovakia. As US soldiers reach
Magdeburg, German units in the city, including Private Hans Werner Henze were hurriedly evacuated towards
Berlin.
Lejaren Hiller got married with Elizabeth Halsey in Elkton, Maryland.
United States naval vessels damaged, Okinawa area:
•
•
•

Light cruiser Mobile (CL-63), by explosion, 26 degrees 13 minutes North, 127 degrees 52 minutes
East
Light minelayer Tolman (DM-28), by grounding, 26 degrees 16 minutes North, 127 degrees
32 minutes East
LST929, by collision, 26 degrees 0 minute North, 128 degrees 0 minute East

Japanese naval vessel sunk: Submarine I-56, by aircraft from light carrier Bataan (CVL-29) and by destroyers
Heermann (DD-532), Mccord (DD-534), Uhlmann (DD-687), Mertz (DD-691), and Collett (DD-730),
Okinawa area, 26 degrees 42 minutes North, 130 degrees 38 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
April 19, Thursday: After the greatest single concentration of artillery in the Pacific War assaults their positions,
Japanese forces on Kakazu Ridge repel American attacked, inflicting heavy casualties.
Allied forces occupied Vigan in northern Luzon.
Indian troops took Pyinmana, north of Rangoon while the British took Chauk, northwest of the capital.
Soviet forces break through the German lines at Forst on the River Neisse, southeast of Berlin.
American forces captured Leipzig and Halle.
The Rogers and Hammerstein musical Carousel opened in New York.
German submarine sunk: U-879, by destroyer escorts Buckley (DE-51) and Reuben James, (DE-153), North
Atlantic area, 42 degrees 19 minutes North, 61 degrees 45 minutes West
WORLD WAR II
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April 20, Friday: American forces completed the conquest of the Motobu Peninsula and most of the northern part of
Okinawa.
11AM. On Führer Adolf Hitler 56th birthday, Soviet artillery began pounding Berlin.
Soviet troops took Prötzel, east of Berlin.
On approximately this day, as Soviet troops set the town of Neubrandenburg aflame, approximately 600
German civilians committed suicide.
American forces occupied Nürnberg, taking 17,000 prisoners.
Allied bombers did a final carpet bombing of Berlin.
French forces cleared Bordeaux of German resistance.
With British troops only a few kilometers away, 20 Russian POWs and 20 Jewish children were hanged by the
Germans at Bullenhuser Damm, near Neuengamme, Netherlands.
ANTISEMITISM
French troops captured Royan, northwest of Bordeaux.
Sonatina for piano by Karel Husa was performed for the initial time, in Prague.
Two works by Vincent Persichetti were performed for the initial time, in Philadelphia: Pastoral op.21 for
woodwind quintet, and Fables op.23 for speaker and orchestra by Vincent Persichetti was performed for the
initial time, in Philadelphia.
Army troops supported by naval vessels and Army aircraft landed on Catanduanes Island, Philippine Islands.
Submarine Guitarro (SS-363) laid mines off northeast coast of Sumatra, Netherlands East Indies.
United States naval vessels damaged in operations against Japanese forces:
•
•
•

Battleship Colorado (BB-45), by explosion, Okinawa area 26 degrees 10 minutes North,
127 degrees 20 minutes East
Destroyer Ammen (DD-527), by horizontal bomber, Okinawa area, 27 degrees 13 minutes North,
128 degrees 16 E.
Submarine chaser SC-737, by grounding, Sulu Sea, 9 degrees 45 minutes North, 118 degrees
44 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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April 21, Saturday: Indian forces took Yedashe, north of Rangoon while the British took Yenangyaung, northwest of
the capital.
Allied troops completed the captured of Ie Shima off Okinawa.
170 Italian partisans died in a sweep through the Gorizia region by the Germans.
Polish forces captured Bologna.
Trois petites liturgies de la Présence Divine for female chorus, piano, ondes martenot, five percussionists and
strings by Olivier Messiaen to his own words, was performed for the initial time, in Salle de l’Ancien
Conservatoire, Paris. The work was an immediate success with the public but causes a storm of protest in the
press. Also premiered was Un Soir de Neige, a chamber cantata by Francis Poulenc to words of Eluard, and
Darius Milhaud’s Quatrains valaisans for chorus to words of Rilke.
Elements of the Red Army reached the suburbs of Berlin. They overran the headquarters of the German High
Command at Zossen, south of Berlin.
WORLD WAR II
April 22, Sunday: Japanese resistance on Jolo Island in the Philippines ends.
Indian forces occupied Toungoo, north of Rangoon.
Fearful that they were about to be killed, 600 of the 1,000 remaining prisoners (Serbs and Jews) in Jasenovac
concentration camp, southwest of Zagreb, rose in revolt. About 500 were killed but 80 managed to escape.
ANTISEMITISM
Soviet troops reach Treuenbrietzen, southwest of Berlin, and a POW camp. They also captured Jüterbog, south
of the capital.
Swiss Red Cross representatives bring food to Mathausen death camp and were allowed to took out 817
prisoners.
French troops captured Stuttgart and drove to the Swiss border.
Allied troops captured Modena.
String Quartet no.12 by Darius Milhaud was performed for the initial time, in the National Gallery of Art,
Washington.
United States naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Minesweeper Swallow (AM-65), by Japanese Kamikaze, Okinawa area, 26 degrees 10 minutes
North, 127 degrees 12 minutes East
Submarine chaser SC-1019, by grounding, Yucatan Channel 21 degrees 28 minutes North,
84 degrees 30 minutes West

United States naval vessels damaged in operations against Japanese forces:
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•

Oiler Winooski (A0-38), by collision, Philippine Islands area, 7 degrees 21 minutes North,
124 degrees 13 minutes East
• Destroyer Flusser (DD-368), by collision, Philippine Islands area, 7 degrees 21 minutes North,
124 degrees 13 East
• Destroyer Hudson (DD-475), by Japanese Kamikaze, Okinawa area, 27 degrees 0 minutes North,
127 degrees 0 minute East
• Destroyer Wadsworth (DD-516), by Japanese Kamikaze, Okinawa area, 26 degrees 10 minutes
North, 126 degrees 24 minutes East
• Destroyer Isherwood (DD-520), by Japanese Kamikaze, Okinawa area, 26 degrees 14 minutes
North, 127 degrees 28 minutes East
• Light minelayer Shea (DM-30), by Japanese Kamikaze, Okinawa area, 26 degrees 0 minutes North,
127 degrees 0 minutes East
• Minesweeper Ransom (AM-283), by Japanese Kamikaze, Okinawa area, 26 degrees 14 minutes
North, 127 degrees 28 minutes East
• Minesweeper Gladiator (AM-319), by Japanese Kamikaze, Okinawa area, 26 degrees 21 minutes
North, 127 degrees 45 minutes East
German submarine sunk: U-518, by destroyer escorts Carter (DE-112) and Neal A. Scott (DE-769), North
Atlantic area, 43 degrees 26 minutes North, 38 degrees 23 minutes West
WORLD WAR II
April 23, Monday: Soviet troops captured Frankfurt-an-der-Oder and Cottbus to its south.
Allied forces crossed the Po south of Mantua.
Blackout restrictions were lifted in Britain.
United States naval vessel sunk: Gunboat PE-56, by explosion, off Portland, Maine
German submarine sunk: U-183, by submarine Besugo (SS-321), Java Sea, 4 degrees 57 minutes South,
112 degrees 52 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
April 24, Tuesday: The Japanese pull back to their second defense line on Okinawa.
Lead elements of the Red Army entered Berlin.
American troops captured Dessau and Ulm.
Americans took La Spezia while other Allied forces captured Ferrara.
Benjamin Britten’s Festival Te Deum op.32 for chorus and organ was performed for the initial time, in St.
Mark’s, Swindon.
United States naval vessel sunk: Destroyer escort Frederick C. Davis (DE-136), by submarine torpedo,
Atlantic area, 43 degrees 52 minutes North, 40 degrees 15 minutes West
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German submarine sunk: U-546, by destroyer escorts Pillsbury (DE-133), Flaherty (DE-135), Chatelain (DE149), Neunzer (DE-150), Hubbard (DE-211), Keith (DE-241), Janssen (DE-396), and Varian (DE-798), North
Atlantic area, 43 degrees 53 minutes North, 40 degrees 7 minutes West
WORLD WAR II
April 25, Wednesday: Tema y variaciones op.100 for harp and piano by Joaquín Turina was performed for the initial
time, in the Circulo Medina de Madrid.
Secretary of War Henry Stimson and General Leslie Groves presented to President Harry S Truman the details
of the Manhattan Project to develop an nuclear weapon. President Truman delivered a radio address from
Washington DC, opening a conference being held in San Francisco to create the charter for a new, permanent
world organization, a United Nations.

READ THE FULL TEXT
Indian troops took Salin, northwest of Rangoon.
Shortly after noon, a few Soviet and American soldiers met near the village of Leckwith and then near Stehla.
Shortly after 4PM, large numbers of Soviet (58th Russian Guards Division) and American (69th Division)
troops met at Torgau on the River Elbe, cutting the German Army in two.
Soviet forces completed their encirclement of Berlin.
While Allied forces captured Mantua, Parma and Verona, a general uprising of Italian partisans took place
behind the German lines, especially in Milan and Genoa. The Gestapo shot six Jews in Cuneo.
ANTISEMITISM
Hermann Göring, inspired by several SS gun barrels pointed in his direction, resigned all his positions.
Allied bombers destroyed Berchtesgaden, Führer Adolf Hitler’s Alpine retreat.
The French began to uncover mass graves of Jews in Württemberg.
The liberation of Dachau.
Carrier-based aircraft bombed enemy installations on Okino Daito Jima, Ryukyu Islands.
United States naval vessels damaged, Okinawa area:
•
•

Escort carrier Steamer Bay (CVE-87), by collision, 24 degrees 48 minutes North, 131 degrees
58 minutes East
Destroyer Hale (DD-642), by collision, 24 degrees 48 minutes North, 131 degrees 58 minutes East

Japanese naval vessels sunk:
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•
•

Submarine RO-109, by high-speed transport Horace A. Bass (APD-124), Philippine Sea area,
21 degrees 58 minutes North, 129 degrees 35 minutes East
Minesweeper #41, by submarine Cod (SS-224), off China, 25 degrees 53 minutes North,
121 degrees 8 minutes East

German submarine sunk: U-1107, by naval land-based aircraft (VPB-103), English Channel, 48 degrees 12
minutes North, 5 degrees 42 minutes West
WORLD WAR II
April 26, Thursday: United States Destroyer Hutchins (DD-476) was damaged by a depth charge in operations against
Japanese forces near Okinawa, at 26 degrees 14 minutes North, 127 degrees 49 minutes East.
American troops landed on the southwest of Negros Island in the Philippines.
While attempting to reach Switzerland, Duce Benito Mussolini and his mistress, Clara Petacci, were
discovered and taken prisoner at dawn by Italian partisans near Dongo.
As Soviet troops fought their way into Tempelhof, their comrades captured Stettin (Szczecin) and Brno.
American troops captured Regensburg and entered Austria.
British forces captured Bremen.
French troops reached Lake Constance.
Henri Pétain was arrested as he traveled from Switzerland into France.
Kapitän Heinrich Bertram’s 27,561-ton Cap Arcona (which before the war had been a German luxury liner)
was anchored in Lubeck Bay along with the Thielbeck and Athen. On board the ships were approximately
7,000 prisoners from the Nazi concentration camps at Neuengamme and Danzig, about half of them being
Russian and Polish POWs who were being evacuated ahead of the advancing British forces. When these
prisoners had arrived at the port of Lubeck they had been loaded onto the 1,936-ton Athen to be ferried out to
the Cap Arcona, but at first the captain of that vessel had been most uncooperative, protesting that his ship
could accommodate only 700. They had to threaten to have him executed, before he allowed the 7,000
prisoners to be herded down into the holds. There were 500 SS guards. When the Athen had finished this
ferrying, it took back about 2,000 from the Cap Arcona and then the Athen was run up against the quay at
Neustadt and a white flag was put up. In the harbor, the 21,046-ton liner Deutschland was being converted into
a hospital ship. The ships in the harbor were engaged by Royal Air Force bombers of 83 Group, 2nd Tactical
Air Force. The Typhoons of 184 Squadron from Hustedt attacked first, hitting the ships with their rockets.
Then Group Captain Johnny Baldwin’s 198 Squadron from Plantlünne came in (this was the guy who had led
the attack on Rommel’s staff car on July 17, 1944). Then 263 Squadron from Ahlhorn came in and attacked
the Deutschland (its crew immediately abandoned the defenseless vessel). Then 197 Squadron from Ahlhorn
came in and attacked the empty Deutschland. It burned and, after four hours, turned over and went down. The
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Cap Arcona, with nearly 4,500 POWs trapped in its holds, lay on its side partly submerged and burning. Some
of these prisoners were able to break out and jump into the harbor, and of these about 350 made it to the shore.
The Thielbeck, a smouldering hulk, sank 45 minutes later and of its 2,800 POWs, 50 lived. The death rate was
very high because there were SS units stationed along the shore, machinegunning these POWs as they tried to
get clear of the burning and sinking prison ships. Only those wearing the SS uniform, about 400 at most, were
allowed to come up out of the water. More than 6,000 died in this harbor on this day. The RAF pilots would
not learn until 1975 that they had been attacking their own allies. Bodies washed ashore for weeks, and were
buried in a mass grave at Neustadt in Holstein. For nearly three decades parts of skeletons would be being
washed ashore. The latest one to be found was found by a 12-year old boy in 1971 — and we can trust that this
lad was able to draw some correct inferences from his discovery.235
(Max Pauly, who had been the Commandant of the Neuengamma concentration camp, would be convicted of
war crimes and hanged in Hamelin Goal.)
WORLD WAR II
April 27, Friday: American forces secure Maeda Ridge on Okinawa.
American troops took Baguio in northern Luzon.
Soviet troops occupied Prenzlau and Angermünde, west of Stettin (Szczecin).
1,000 Jews who had been forced to march from Buchenwald for nearly two weeks were killed by their guards
with machine guns and grenades at the Marienbad railroad station.
ANTISEMITISM
Allied forces occupied Genoa. Most of the city was already in the hands of partisans.

235. At a first order of approximation there seems to be a remarkable similarity between fighting at sea and feeding fish.
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Karl Renner was appointed by the occupying powers to constitute a government for Austria.
While staying at the house of his in-laws on Lake Starnberg, Karl Amadeus Hartmann witnessed 20,000
prisoners from Dachau being marched past shortly before the arrival of the American army. This would inspire
his second piano sonata which he would inscribe with the words “Unending was the line — unending was the
misery — unending was the suffering.” Montparnasse and Hyde Park, both for voice and piano by Francis
Poulenc to words of Apollinaire, were performed for the initial time, in the Salle Gaveau, Paris, the composer
himself at the keyboard.
A number of US naval vessels were damaged in operations against Japanese forces in the Okinawa area:
•
•
•
•
•

Heavy cruiser Wichita (CA-45), by coastal defense gun, 26 degrees 14 minutes North, 127 degrees
50 minutes East
Destroyer Ralph Talbot (DD-390), by Japanese Kamikaze, 26 degrees 0 minutes North,
128 degrees 0 minutes East
Destroyer William D. Porter (DD-579), accidentally by United States naval gunfire, 26 degrees
21 minutes North, 127 degrees 43 minutes East
Destroyer escort England (DE-635), by Japanese Kamikaze, 26 degrees 40 minutes North,
127 degrees 40 minutes East
High-speed transport Rathburne (APD-25), by Japanese Kamikaze, 26 degrees 26 minutes North,
127 degrees 36 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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April 28, Saturday: Allied troops took Brescia and Bergamo. Italian Communist partisans captured Duce Benito
Mussolini in northern Italy while he and his mistress Clara Petacci were attempting to flee, stood them up
against a wall and machine-gunned them, and then hanged up the bodies by their heels at a local filling station.

Some fifteen other leading fascists were gunned down by Italian partisans as well. Among them were
Alessandro Pavolini, secretary of the Fascist Party, and four cabinet ministers
As the Red Army moved ever closer to the Chancellery, Führer Adolf Hitler and Eva Braun were married in
his Berlin bunker.
American troops took Augsburg.
Symphony for voices and orchestra by Norman Dello Joio to words of Stephen Vincent Benét was performed
for the initial time, in New York.
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The Allies took Venice, Italy.
At about this same time these partizans were arresting Ezra Pound at his home in northern Italy — but
they would hand this disloyal American poet over to the US Army for confinement in a steel cage in Pisa,
at the Disciplinary Training Center.

WORLD WAR II
(American doctors would take brain samples from Mussolini’s corpse and test them for syphilis. The corpse
would be buried in an unmarked grave outside Milan. The remains would be dug up by a neo-Fascist and
hidden in the mountains in a steamer trunk. When the remains would be recovered, they would be reburied in
Predappio, Italy.)
April 28, Saturday: United States naval vessels damaged:
•

Destroyer Lang (DD-399), by collision, Okinawa area, 26 degrees 11 minutes North, 127 degrees
20 minutes East
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•

Destroyer Wadsworth (DD-516), by Japanese Kamikaze, Okinawa area, 26 degrees 47 minutes
North, 126 degrees 38 minutes East

•

Destroyer Daly (DD-519), by Japanese Kamikaze, Okinawa area, 27 degrees 12 minutes North,
128 degrees 16 minutes East
Destroyer Twiggs (DD-591), by Japanese Kamikaze, Okinawa area, 27 degrees 12 minutes North,
128 degrees 16 minutes East
Destroyer Bennion (DD-662), by Japanese Kamikaze, Okinawa area, 27 degrees 26 minutes North,
127 degrees 51 minutes East
High-speed minesweeper Butler (DMS-29), by Japanese Kamikaze, Okinawa area, 26 degrees 0
minute North, 127 degrees 0 minute East
Hospital ship Comfort (AH-6), by Japanese Kamikaze, Okinawa area, 25 degrees 30 minutes
North, 127 degrees 40 minutes East
Hospital transport Pinkney (APH-2), by Japanese Kamikaze, Okinawa area, 26 degrees 0 minute
North, 127 degrees 0 minutes East
Motor minesweeper YMS-329; by mine, off Tarakan, Borneo, 3 degrees 14 minutes North,
117 degrees 42 minutes East

•
•
•
•
•
•

Japanese naval vessels sunk, off Honshu:
•
•
•

Submarine chaser #17, by submarine Springer (SS-414), 32 degrees 34 minutes North, 128 degrees
52 minutes East
Repair ship Hatsushima, by submarine Sennet (SS-408), 33 degrees 58 minutes North, 136 degrees
17 minutes East
Transport #146, by submarine Trepang (SS-412), 32 degrees 24 minutes North, 128 degrees
40 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

April 29, morning: At the hamlet of Webling near München, about 10 kilometers from Dachau, which consisted of
about half a dozen farmhouses and barns mostly run by German women with the help of French POWs,
a Waffen-SS unit had dug trenches and created a defensive position to delay the advance of American tanks
and infantry of the 7th US Army in their approach to Dachau. When the farms came under fire all the civilians
sought safety in their cellars. One soldier of the US 222nd Infantry Regiment of the 42nd Rainbow Division
was killed by fire from this Waffen-SS unit. First to emerge from the cellars was a farm owner, Herr Furtmayer,
whom the Americans instantly shot down. Informed by French POWs that only civilians were in these cellars,
the GIs proceeded to round up the men of the SS unit. First to surrender was a Waffen-SS officer and his
detachment of 17 soldiers. The head of the officer, Freiherr von Truchsess, was immediately split open with a
trenching tool. The 17 men were then lined up and gunned down. On a slight rise behind the hamlet another
group of eight SS bodies would be found. Since these corpses were also found in a straight line, with all
weapons and ammunition belts neatly laid out on the ground nearby, the men had also presumably been gunned
down after their surrender. Altogether, 42 SS lay dead as this infantry regiment proceeded toward Dachau. The
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next day the local people, with the help of French POWs, would bury the corpses in a field from which later
they would be exhumed by the German War Graves Commission.
The US Army liberated the Dachau concentration camp near München. During the liberation of this camp,
units of the 45th “Thunderbird” Division that had committed the atrocities against German and Italian
prisoners of war in Sicily during June 1943
would commit even further atrocities. First to enter the
camp was Private 1st Class John Degro, lead scout of I Company, 3rd Battalion, 157th Infantry Regiment, 45th
Division, 7th Army. Prior to entering the camp the troops had come upon a train made up of 39 cattlecars that
was arriving from Auschwitz in Poland after a journey of 30 days. The cars contained 2,310 Hungarian and
Polish Jews, and all were dead of hunger and thirst and neglect. Enraged, the Americans rounded up most of
the remaining SS guard complement of 560 men, hundreds of whom had already deserted. Included in the
round-up was a detachment from the 5th SS Panzer “Viking” Division that had been sent to Dachau earlier to
maintain security and replace those who were deserting. They were lined up against a wall to await the
appearance of their commander, SS Obersturmfs Kodzensky. When he appeared, dressed immaculately with
polished boots, he gave a military salute which was ignored by the US company commander, Lieutenant
William Jackson. The officer simply ordered “Line this piece of shit up with the rest of ’em over there.”
The GIs sent up a shout “Kill em, kill em.” A soldier of the 15th Infantry Regiment, US 45th Division, opened
fire with his machine-gun. Soon 122 SS men lay dead or dying along the base of the wall.236 A few of the camp
inmates, dressed in the familiar striped clothing and armed with .45 caliber pistols, then walked along the line
of dead and dying guards to administer the coup de grace to those still alive. Vengeful inmates also killed 40
other guards, some by ripping off arms and legs. Near the SS hospital, 346 German guards were machinegunned on the command of 1st Lieutenant Bushyhead, the Executive Officer of I Company, 3rd Battalion.
All told, 520 persons acting as camp guards, including many Hungarians in German uniforms recently
returned from the Eastern Front who actually had taken no part in the history of the camp, were executed.
GERMANY
On the island of Texel just off the coast of Holland, there were 800 Soviet soldiers from Georgia who after
being drafted into the Red Army and being taken prisoner by the Germans had elected to join the German
Army. They had been formed into an 822nd Infantry Battalion and were officered by German officers and
NCOs. During this month they had decided upon a mutiny and on a night near the end of the month, under the
leadership of a Lieutenant Loladze, they crept into the quarters of the slumbering Germans and managed to
kill 250 out of about 400. German battalions would be sent from the mainland, and these Georgians and 117
other residents of the island would be disposed of by tying them together in groups of four or five and placing
grenades inside each group. When the Canadians would come to occupy the island in May, only 235 of the 800
Georgians would be still alive.
WORLD WAR II

236. Other reports are to the effect that only 17 Germans were lined up and gunned down in front of that particular wall, by
distraught US military personnel. What we do know for certain is that when the perps were taken before their commanding General,
George Smith Patton, Jr., he simply told them to go back home to their families and try to forget about it. He totally understood the
excesses of the moment (or, this general participated in the cover-up of a war crime — depending on how you want to consider the
event).
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April 29, Sunday: British forces reached Pegu, Burma (Myanmar) just as early monsoons began. They also took
Allanmyo, northwest of Rangoon. Indians took Nyaunglebim, northeast of the capital.
Soviet troops reached Potsdam Station, while others captured Anklam, northwest of Stettin (Szczecin).
An instrument effecting the surrender of almost a million Germans in Italy was signed in Caserta, ending the
war on the peninsula.
Allied troops entered Milan and Venice.
An all-party provisional government for Austria was set up under Karl Renner.
Italian partisans turned Ezra Pound over to the United States Army.
The RAF dropped 6,000 tons of supplies into German-occupied Netherlands.
Shortly after 3PM American soldiers entered Dachau death camp, northwest of München. They found 33,000
prisoners and a garrison of 560 SS. The Americans were so horrified by what they found that they killed some
of the guards. The balance were killed by the inmates.
A Quartet Movement in F by Antonin Dvorák was performed for the initial time, over the airwaves of Prague
Radio, 64 years after it was composed.
Seven of Les chants de Nectaire for flute op.198 by Charles Koechlin were performed for the initial time, in
the Grand Amphithéâtre de la Sorbonne.
Zwei Lieder aus Gedichten von Berthold Viertel by Stefan Wolpe was performed for the initial time, in New
York.
United States naval vessels damaged:
•
•

•
•

Destroyer Hazelwood (DD-531), by Kamikaze suicide plane, Okinawa area, 27 degrees 2 minutes
North, 129 degrees 59 minutes East
Destroyer Haggard (DD-555), by Kamikaze suicide plane, Okinawa area, 27 degrees 1 minute
North, 129 degrees 40 minutes East

Light minelayer Shannon (DM-25), by Kamikaze suicide plane, Okinawa area, 26 degrees 0 minute
North, 127 degrees 0 minute East
Light minelayer Harry F. Bauer (DM-26), by Kamikaze suicide plane, Okinawa area, 26 degrees
47 minutes North, 128 42 minutes East

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

WORLD WAR II

WWII

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE
•

Motor minesweeper YMS-51, by mine, off Tarakan, Borneo, 3 degrees 18 minutes North,
117 degrees 33 minutes East

Japanese naval vessel sunk: Submarine I-44, by aircraft (VC-92) from escort carrier Tulagi (CVE-72),
Philippine Sea, 24 degrees 15 minutes North, 131 degrees 16 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
April 30, Monday: 2:30PM. Sgt. Kantariya of the Red Army placed the Red Banner on the Second floor of the
Reichstag. By 10:50PM it would fly from the roof.
As Soviet soldiers entered the town of Neustrelitz, 681 of its civilians committed suicide.
American troops reached Garmisch and intended to billet themselves in a large villa. Answering their knock,
an 80-year-old man opened the door and announced, “I am Richard Strauss, the composer of Der
Rosenkavalier and Salome.” The officer in charge recognized Strauss who invited them in and offered them
wine and food. The soldiers did not to disturb the composer’s privacy and proceeded to take over another
house.
American forces captured München and Turin.
Yugoslav forces entered Trieste battling German defenders.
3:30PM. After Herr und Frau Führer Adolf Hitler entered Hitler’s room in the Berlin bunker and closed the
door, Eva took poison. Shortly thereafter Adolf shot himself in the head.
Grand Admiral Karl Doenitz proclaimed himself head of the German state.
United States naval vessels damaged in operations against Japanese forces:
•
•
•

Destroyer Jenkins (DD-447), by mine, off Tarakan, Borneo, 3 degrees 12 minutes North,
117 degrees 37 minutes East
Destroyer Bennion (DD-662), by Kamikaze suicide plane, Okinawa area, 27 degrees 26 minutes
North, 127 degrees 51 minutes East
Minelayer Terror (CM-5), by Kamikaze suicide plane, Okinawa area, 26 degrees 10 minutes North,
127 degrees 18 minutes East

German submarines sunk:
•

U-548, by destroyer escorts Thomas (DE-102), Bostwick (DE-103), Coffman (DE-191), and frigate
Natchez (PF-2), off Virginia, 36 degrees 34 minutes North, 74 degrees 0 minute West
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•

U-1055, by naval land-based aircraft (VPB-63), west of France, 48 degrees 0 minute North,
6 degrees 30 minutes West

German submarines sunk sometime in April by United States Army and British aircraft:
•
•
•

U-677 U-906, U-982, U-3525, Baltic area.
U-1131, U-1227, U-2516, Kiel, Germany.
U-2532, U-2537, Hamburg, Germany
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In the bunker under the Reich Chancellery gardens in Berlin, Adolf Hitler and Eva Braun were wed237 and
then offed themselves with cyanide capsule and pistol. Adolf had lately been reading in Thomas Carlyle’s
FREDERICK THE GREAT, but we don’t know the point he had reached or the conclusions he was drawing from
this review — maybe he had just been killing time. Then their corpses were mostly burned in the courtyard,
using precious gasoline. (What remained after the gasoline fire would be buried in secret. The remains would
then be exhumed and reburied in secret in another location. The remains would then be re-exhumed and
cremated. The Russians would recover some pieces of Hitler’s corpse — enough to resolve lingering doubts
by proving the guy was actually dead without even needing to have a stake driven through his heart. The
Russians still possess a piece of this guy’s skull, for all the good it will ever do them.)
WORLD WAR II

To the US military authorities in Pisa, Ezra Pound was characterizing Hitler as a martyr, and paralleling him
with Joan of Arc. While sleeping on the concrete floor of a 10- foot-square by 7-foot-high steel cage, the poet
would produce the PISAN CANTOS (LXVIV-LXXXIV), in which the influence of Benito Mussolini is

237. Would she have a tombstone that reads “Wife of the Führer for one Day”?
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particularly apparent.

Famous Last Words:
“What school is more profitably instructive than
the death-bed of the righteous, impressing the
understanding with a convincing evidence, that
they have not followed cunningly devised fables,
but solid substantial truth.”
— A COLLECTION OF MEMORIALS CONCERNING DIVERS
DECEASED MINISTERS, Philadelphia, 1787

“The death bed scenes & observations even of the best & wisest
afford but a sorry picture of our humanity. Some men endeavor
to live a constrained life — to subject their whole lives to their
will as he who said he might give a sign if he were conscious
after his head was cut off — but he gave no sign Dwell as near
as possible to the channel in which your life flows.”
—Thoreau’s JOURNAL, March 12, 1853
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1932

George Eastman

Suicide note — he shot himself.

“My work is done. Why wait?”

1936

George V, King of
England

It was suggested that he might recuperate at Bogner Regis

“Bugger Bogner.”

1945

Franklin Delano Roosevelt

having a massive cerebral hemorrhage

“I have a terrific headache.”

1945

Adolf Hitler

as hypothesized by Kurt Vonnegut

“I never asked to be born in the first place.”

1946

Alfred Rosenberg

hangman asked if he had last words

“No.”

1946

Lieutenant-General
Fukuye Shimpei

his last request was to be informed just
before the volley by the firing squad

“Banzai! Thank you.”

1977

Gary Gilmore

being inventively executed

“Let’s do it.”

1997

Diana, Princess of Wales

per French police records

“My God. What’s happened?”

1998

Richard Feynman

unsolicited comment

“I’d hate to die twice, It’s so boring.”

1998

Karla Fay Tucker

Governor George W. Bush refused
requests from Christian organizations
based upon her alleged conversion

“I am going to be face to face with Jesus
now.... I will see you all when you get there. I
will wait for you.”

... other famous last words ...
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MAY 1945
May:

Paula Hitler, Adolf Hitler’s weak-minded younger sister, was living in Vienna when she was interrogated. She
pled with the Americans: “He was my brother.” She would continue under the name Frau Wolf — a name her
famous brother had asked her to adopt after his 1938 Anschluss with Austria.
WORLD WAR II
For the journal Equality, the Reverend George Mills Houser explained his views on non-violence:
A person trying to practice non-violence will refuse to
retaliate violently. He merely absorbs the physical punishment.
This sounds crazy to the average person, who has been taught to
protect himself by retaliating when attacked, even if he does
take a beating in the process. Why, then, is non-retaliation
essential to the non-violent approach? From the negative
standpoint, if non-violence is forsaken by the minority group
it means the police can be called to arrest them. From the
positive point of view, non-retaliatory action may make possible
the winning of the support of the public, of the police, and of
the opposition.
The Croatian armed forces, as well as hordes of civilian refugees, were fleeing the triumphant Yugoslav
communist partisans of Tito. On the border between Austria and Slovenia, in a field at Bleiburg crowded with
an estimated 100,000 Croatian troops and civilian refugees, negotiations were proceeding for the Croatian
troops to stack their arms for the British forces when, from the wooded hills surrounding this field, Titoists
opened up with machine-guns. Densely packed, incapable of fleeing or taking any sort of cover, as the
machine-guns swung back and forth people were falling in windrows. Within minutes thousands lay dead or
dying, and panicked horses were dragging their wagons over the bodies of the fallen. Those who survived this
would be driven back across the border to be dealt with by the waiting Titoists. At other roads along the border,
masses of Croatian soldiers and civilians were being turned back after being disarmed by the British Army.
They were being reassured that they were being transported to camps in Italy, but actually they were being
forcibly repatriated, and at the town of Maribor the Titoists would be shooting them down by the thousands in
a continuous slaughter that would be going on for more than a week. Under the direction of Serbian officers,
the 17th Partisan Assault Division executed approximately 40,000 in the Tezen Forest at Maribor, while at
Sestine approximately 5,000 were executed, and at Vrgin Most approximately 7,000. The naked corpses of
thousands of Serbs and Slovene Home Guard (Domobranci) from the camp at Viktring in Austria were heaved
into a deep chasm at Kocevje, and then out of an awareness that in the top layers of such a pile of bodies,
somebody might still be able to breathe while playing dead, grenades were thrown down — but this was not
entirely effective as there would indeed be three or four survivors who would after the fall of darkness would
be able to claw their way out from underneath other bodies and up the sides of the chasm. In total, 12,196
Croats, 5,480 Serbs, 8,263 Slovenes, and 400 Montenegrins were being handed over to the Titoists unarmed
for their execution. The estimate is that around 180,000 Croatian soldiers and civilian refugees were executed
by the Titoists. (In 1999, during the construction of the Slovenian section of a highway between Nürnberg and
Zagreb, between Pesnica and Slivnica the bulldozers would plow a swath 60 meters wide across an anti-tank
ditch containing the remains of 1,179 Croatian soldiers. This count of 1,179 was made in but this 60-meter
swath, out of an anti-tank trench that had once stretched a kilometer and a half in each direction! Since the
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collapse of the communist regime in 1990, around 110 such sites have been discovered in Slovenian territory.
Who was ultimately responsible for these forced repatriations? Winston Churchill had expressly forbidden the
sending back of any who were unwilling to go, but the Resident Minister at Field Marshal Alexander’s
headquarters, Harold MacMillan –later a Prime Minister of Great Britain– seems to have ignored the
instructions — he was never interrogated about this denial of Geneva Convention protections to POWs
because, before his involvement was discovered, he had already died.)
The population of the Crystal City, Texas wartime detention camp peaked at 3,326.

In Russian-occupied zones of Eastern Europe and Germany, hundreds of thousands of civilian men and
women, Poles, Czechs, Romanians, and Germans, were being transported to the Urals where they would be
used by the USSR as slave laborers until their release in the late 1940s.
In a merciless revenge perpetrated upon the entire German civilian population of Eastern Europe during the
closing stages of the war and for many months afterward, the lives of over 2,000,000 ethnic German men,
women, and children were being sacrificed. For generations these Germans had lived and toiled in areas that
today are part of central and Eastern Europe. Around 15,000,000 such “Volksdeutsche” were being driven
from their homes and ancestral lands back into the Allied occupied zones of Germany. Blind to the political
consequences of allowing the Soviets to be the ones to liberate Czechoslovakia, our American armies halted
at the Karlsbad-Pilsen-Budweis line in strict accordance with the agreements into which our leaders had
entered at the Yalta and Potsdam conferences. The Soviet Army would be unconcerned and thus the Sudeten
Germans would have no protection whatever from the Czechs with their raw memories of the Lidice massacre
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(what goes around comes around, you know). Soldiers were being disarmed, tied to stakes, doused with
gasoline, and set on fire. Wounded soldiers obtained at the local hospital were strung from the lampposts in
Wenzell Square with fires beneath them so they might suffer maximally while roasting slowly. Note that
although these ethnic Germans had been living for years in fear of Russian savagery — the Soviets were
merely allowing this to happen, and it was being performed on them by people who were their former
neighbors. Thousands of the German residents were being murdered in their homes by Czechs, while others
were being forced into interment camps to be abused and maltreated before being expelled. While you might
have been supposing that religion would be a moderating factor in such exigencies, it is on the record that
Bishop Beranek of Prague declared “If a Czech comes to me and confesses to having killed a German,
I absolve him immediately.”

What
goes
around
keeps
coming
around
and
around
and
around...
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May 1, Tuesday: Naval attack force (Vice Admiral D.E. Barbey) landed Australian troops on Tarakan Island, Borneo,
supported by naval gunfire and air attack, to little opposition. British paratroopers dropped on Elephant Point,
near Rangoon (Yangon).
United States naval vessel sunk: Submarine Trigger (SS-237), Pacific Ocean area, reported as presumed lost.
United States naval vessel sunk: Motor minesweeper YMS-481, by coastal defense gun, Tarakan area, Borneo,
3 degrees 26 minutes North, 117 degrees 32 minutes East
Germans on Rhodes surrendered.
Listeners to German radio were told to stand by for an important announcement. This was followed by excerpts
from Götterdämmerung and the slow movement of Anton Bruckner’s Seventh Symphony (composed for the
death of Wagner). Finally, Admiral Dönitz, speaking from Hamburg, announced the death of Führer Adolf
Hitler. He also appeals that the fight against Bolshevism be continued. Hans Werner Henze was one of a small
group of soldiers in a village near Esbjerg, Denmark who listens to the broadcast. They light a candle and
celebrate surviving the war. In Garmisch, Richard Strauss writes in his diary, “...from 1 May onwards the most
terrible period of human history came to an end, the twelve-year reign of bestiality, ignorance and anti-culture
under the greatest criminals, during which Germany’s 2,000 years of cultural evolution met its doom and
irreplaceable monuments of architecture and works of art were destroyed by a criminal rabble of soldiers.
Accursed be technology!” After their six children receive lethal injections in the bunker, German Minister of
Propaganda Joseph Goebbels and his wife were shot by an SS orderly.238
The largest mass suicide in German history took place in the town of Demmin in the province of Pommerania
after the German troops had fled and while the town was being looted and ravaged by Soviet soldiers,
conducting indiscriminate rapes and executions. While this was going on the residents of the town were
drowning themselves in the rivers, hanging themselves, cutting their wrists, and shooting themselves. Many
families committed suicide together (similar events were occurring elsewhere in Germany, of course, but this
one is now considered to have been the largest such event). Although the bodies were not recovered from the
water, and although only about 500 corpses made it into the mass grave, historians presumed that there must
have been, order of magnitude, some thousand suicides on this day. Under the Communist East German
government, this subject would be taboo.
Admiral Karl Dönitz became temporary head of state of Germany.
British troops from the north and Yugoslavs from the south linked together at Monfalcone, northwest of
Trieste.
Yugoslav partisans entered Trieste.
Italian partisans paraded through Milan to lay down their arms before the Allied Military Government.
Admiral Horthy was captured by US troops at Welheim, Bavaria.
Uprisings took place in Bohemia and Moravia, followed by German reprisals.
WORLD WAR II
238. We may hope that before being shot in the neck they had an opportunity to declare in unison “LIEBER TOT ALS ROT”
(Better dead than red).
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May 2, Wednesday: A message on a prison roof in Rangoon: “Japs Gone.”
German forces in Italy surrendered.
The commander of the German troops in Berlin surrendered. Soviet troops completed their mopping up in
Berlin.
British and Indian troops entered Rangoon (Yangon) without resistance, also capturing Prome and Pegu
(Bago).
Soviet commander Marshal Zhukov accepts the surrender of Berlin. Soviet troops captured Rostock on the
Baltic.
British forces reach Lübeck and Wismar on the Baltic Sea, cutting off Germans in Denmark and Norway.
Canadian troops took Oldenburg, west of Bremen.
Pierre Laval and other former members of the Vichy government arrived in Barcelona aboard a German plane.
Spanish authorities intern them pending a decision on their status.
The Portuguese government ordered all flags flown at half-staff to mourn the death of Führer Adolf Hitler.
The German army in Italy abides by the Caserta agreement and ceases hostilities at noon.
Johann Ludwig Graf Schwerin von Krosigk becomes head of an interim German government at Flensburg.
The Allies had freed Germany from the grip of the Nazis!
United States naval vessels damaged, Tarakan area, Borneo:
•
•
•

Motor minesweeper YMS-334, by coastal defense gun, 3 degrees 26 minutes North, 117 degrees
40 minutes East
Motor minesweeper YMS-363, by mine, 3 degrees 26 minutes North, 117 degrees 32 minutes East
Motor minesweeper YMS-364, by coastal defense gun, 3 degrees 26 minutes North, 117 degrees
32 minutes East

Japanese naval vessel sunk: Frigate Ojika, by submarine Springer (SS-414), Yellow Sea, 33 degrees 58
minutes North, 122 degrees 58 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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May 3, Thursday: The remaining German troops handed over the concentration camp at Theresienstadt to the
International Red Cross.
Allied forces captured Davao on Mindanao.
Aceh rebels wipe out a Japanese outpost at Pandrah.
American forces reach Innsbruck.
New Zealand troops occupied Trieste.
British forces entered Hamburg unopposed, and Kiel, home of the German fleet.
Queen Wilhelmina and Crown Princess Juliana arrived in liberated areas of the Netherlands to took up
temporary residence.
Dark Brother for baritone, viola, chromelodeon, kithara and Indian drum by Harry Partch to words of Wolfe,
was performed for the initial time, in Madison, Wisconsin. Also premiered was Partch’s I’m very happy to be
able to tell you about this... for soprano, baritone, kithara, and Indian drum.
Army forces land at Santa Cruz, Davao Gulf, Philippine Islands under cover of a cruiser and destroyer
(Rear Admiral A.G. Noble).
United States naval vessels sunk, Okinawa area:
•
•
•

Destroyer Luce (DD-511), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 43 minutes North, 127
degrees 14 minutes East
Destroyer Morrison (DD-560), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 27 degrees 10 minutes North,
127 degrees 58 minutes East
Destroyer Little (DD-803), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 24 minutes North, 126
degrees 15 minutes East

United States naval vessels damaged, Okinawa area:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Light cruiser Birmingham (CL-62), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 19 minutes
North, 127 degrees 43 minutes East
Destroyer Bache (DD-470), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 1 minute North, 126
degrees 53 minutes East
Destroyer Ingraham (DD-694), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 27 degrees 10 minutes North,
127 degrees 58 minutes East
Destroyer Lowry (DD-770), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 27 degrees 12 minutes North,
128 degrees 17 minutes East
High-speed minesweeper Macomb (DMS-23), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 1
minute North, 126 degrees 53 minutes East
Light minelayer Shea (DM-30), by piloted bomb, 27 degrees 26 minutes North, 126 degrees
59 minutes East
Light minelayer Aaron Ward (DM-34), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 24 minutes
North, 126 degrees 15 minutes East
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•

Cargo ship Carina (AK-74), by suicide boat, 26 degrees 13 minutes North, 127 degrees 50 minutes
East

Japanese naval vessel sunk: Coast defense vessel #25, by submarine Springer (SS-414), Yellow Sea, 34
degrees 38 minutes North, 124 degrees 15 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

May 4, Friday: The German forces in Holland, Denmark and northwestern Germany surrendered.
Only one of the several Japanese attacked on Okinawa succeeds, piercing the American lines above Tanabaru.
American troops sent south through the Brenner Pass meet Americans from the Italian front a few miles south
of the pass.
Admiral Friedeburg, an emissary of Admiral Dönitz, signs the surrender of all German forces in northwest
Germany, the Netherlands and Denmark, in Lüneburg.
The government of Croatia flees Zagreb.
American troops captured Salzburg, Innsbruck and Berchtesgaden. Former Governor-General of Poland Hans
Frank was captured at Berchtesgaden after a bungled suicide attempt.
American soldiers entered Flossenbürg concentration camp. Among those liberated were Léon Blum, former
prime minister of France, Kurt von Schuschnigg, former chancellor of Austria and Pastor Martin Niemöller,
former head of the Confessional Church in Germany.
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Edvard Benes replaced Emil Hacha as president of Czechoslovakia.
While on radar picket duty off Kerama Retto, the USS Luce was engaged by a pair of kamikazes. It shot one
down but the other suicide pilot was able to complete his mission. The engine room flooded, the rudder
jammed, and the ship began to list heavily to starboard. The order to abandon ship was given, there was an
explosion, and it slid beneath the surface. Of the ship’s complement of 312, 126 died.
While cruising southwest of Okinawa, the USS Morrison encountered a flight of 25 kamikazes. After three
suicide pilots had made the attempt, the 4th managed to reach the ship’s bridge, knocking out the ship’s
electricity and producing many casualties. As the destroyer listed to starboard, the order was given to abandon
ship. There were two internal explosions and its bow lifted before it plunged. There was too little time for the
men below deck to get out, and 152 died. Among the 179 who floated, 108 were wounded.
Japanese aircraft stage heavy attack on Yontan airfield, Okinawa, and US naval vessels supporting Okinawa
operation. Coordinated with the air strike, a minor Japanese counterlanding was attempted and repulsed. Fleet
Air Wing 18 was established at Guam, Marianas Islands, for operations in the Forward Area, Central Pacific.
United States naval vessels damaged, Okinawa area:
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

Escort carrier Sangamon (CVE-26), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 1 minute
North, 127 degrees 26 minutes East
Destroyer Hudson (DD-475), by collision, 26 degrees 1 minute North, 127 degrees 26 minutes East
Destroyer Cowell (DD-547), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 11 minutes North,
126 degrees 35 minutes East
Light minelayer Gwin (DM-33), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 13 minutes
North, 126 degrees 22 minutes East
High-speed minesweeper Hopkins (DMS-13), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 32
minutes North, 126 degrees 58 minutes East

Minesweeper Gayety (AM-239), by piloted bomb, 26 degrees 32 minutes North, 126 58 minutes
East
Motor minesweeper YMS-311, accidentally by United States naval gunfire, 26 degrees 0 minute
North, 128 degrees 0 minute East
Motor minesweeper YMS-327, by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane and accidentally by United
States naval gunfire, 26 degrees 32 minutes North, 126 degrees 58 E.
Motor minesweeper YMS-331, by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 32 minutes North,
126 degrees 58 minutes East
Motor gunboat PGM-17, by grounding, 26 degrees 42 minutes North, 128 degrees 1 minute East
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Japanese naval vessel sunk: Minesweeper #20, by submarine Trepang (SS-412), Yellow Sea, 34 degrees 16
minutes North, 123 degrees 37 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
May 5, Saturday: The successful Japanese units of May 4th on Okinawa were forced back, with heavy losses.
The German surrender signed on the previous day went into effect at 8AM. At 2:30PM in Baldham, all forces
between the Bohemian mountains and the Upper Inn River surrendered.
Czech resistance fighters in Prague rose against the Germans and invited American forces under General
Patton to entered the city. Street battles would over the following 4 days consume 2,000 lives.
Soviet troops captured Peenemünde and Swinemünde (Swinoujscie), northwest of Stettin (Szczecin).
American forces captured Linz and when they entered the nearby Mauthausen concentration camp, found
110,000 survivors and 10,000 bodies.
Ezra Pound was arrested by American troops in Genoa and accused of having made treasonous radio
broadcasts in 1943 (judged mentally incompetent, he would never face a treason trial).
As British troops arrived in Copenhagen, King Christian X of Denmark formally accepted the resignation of
Prime Minister Erik Scavenius and his government. The government had resigned on August 29th, 1943 but
the king had held this in abeyance. King Christian named Wilhelm Buhl to replace Scavenius.
Ross Lee Finney, a member of the OSS, arrived in Paris by plane from Marseilles.
There’s always someone who doesn’t get the word! Our last U-boat loss was Captain Charles Prior’s freighter
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SS Black Point, sunk on this day while carrying a load of coal to Boston by Captain Helmut Fromsdorf’s U853,
off Point Judith, Rhode Island. 12 crewmen died, 34 survived.

U853 would be found by depth charges from escort destroyers, with no survivors.
The Japanese home islands had for some time been launching balloons with high explosive devices, to drift in
the recently discovered “jet stream” in the general direction of America. Some 9,000 such devices were
launched and there would be a sum total of 342 bomb reports filed in the US. Tragically, east of Bly, Oregon
on this spring Saturday a pastor and his wife were taking five children for a picnic. While the Reverend Archie
Mitchell was parking the car he heard his pregnant wife Elsie call out, “Look what I found, dear.” There was
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an explosion.

During a bombing run over southern Japan, one of our B-29s was rammed by a Japanese kamikaze.
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The crew of our B-29 bomber parachuted and the planes crashed near the town of Takete. The American flyers
were taken to Fukuoka, about 100 miles north of Nagasaki. The pilot, Captain Marvin Watkins, was taken on
to Tokyo for interrogation, and would survive the war. However, at the anatomy department of Kyushu
University, the other 8 flyers would be being used for bizarre student “medical experimentation.” One of the
flyers, badly wounded, was anesthetized for an operation and presumed that what was happening was that
these medical students were going to attempt to repair his body — nope, instead they practiced their surgical
techniques by removing one of his lungs. Soon afterward, he would die. Some would be having portions of
their livers excised, to find out how much could be chopped out of a human liver and the patient remain living.
They would deliberately shoot a flyer in the stomach, in order to practice the removal of bullets. In one of their
experiments they would use sea water as a substitute for saline solution, in order to discover whether this might
prove to be an adequate substitute. The students would be practicing their amputation skills on the legs and
arms of the flyers exactly as if they were doing this training as usual on cadavers. (After the war 23 of the
doctors and hospital staff would be found guilty on various charges at the Allied war crimes trials held at
Yokohama. There would be 5 death sentences, which would not, however, be carried out, and there would be
prison sentences, although when the Korean war would begin in June 1950, General Douglas MacArthur
would reduce most of the sentences. All those who would be convicted in this atrocity, including those
sentenced to death for their war crimes, would by 1958, which is to say, 13 years later, again be free men.)

All’s fair in love and war.
United States naval vessels damaged, Okinawa area:
•

Seaplane tender St. George (AV-16), by Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 10 minutes North,
127 degrees 19 minutes East
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•

Surveying ship Pathfinder (AGS-1), by Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 38 minutes North,
127 degrees 53 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

May 6, Sunday: Allied troops from Rangoon and the north meet at Hlegu, north of the city, effectively ending the
Burma campaign.
Germans in Breslau (Wroclaw) surrender to the Soviets.
American troops took Plzen, Czechoslovakia, but were ordered to halt.
Portugal breaks diplomatic relations with Germany.
Women in Panama vote for the initial time, in the election of a constitutional convention.
A naval landing force evacuated about 500 Marshallese from Jaluit Atoll, Marshall Islands.
Two United States naval vessels were damaged in the vicinity of Okinawa:
•
•

Battleship South Dakota (BB-57), by accidental explosion, 26 degrees 30 minutes North,
129 degrees 30 minutes East
Floating drydock ARD-28, by Japanese horizontal bomber, 25 degrees 33 minutes North,
127 degrees 27 minutes East

Two German submarines were sunk:
•
•

U-853, by destroyer escort Atherton (DE-169) and frigate Moberley (PF-63), near Cape Cod,
41 degrees 13 minutes North, 71 degrees 27 minutes West
U-881, by destroyer escort Farquhar (DE-139), North Atlantic area, 43 degrees 18 minutes North,
47 degrees 44 minutes West
WORLD WAR II

Friend Agnes Carol Zens Kellam wrote from Washington DC to her husband, Friend John R. Kellam, who was
being held in a federal penitentiary for having refused to participate in the killing:
Hi Darling:
... I wonder, is pacifism moral, or logical? Is democracy moral
or logical? The logical end to militarism, where people are
allowed to live only if they are useful to, or in complete
agreement with, the military government, is one person only left
alive in a devastated world. Look at the horrors now being
uncovered in German concentration camps to see what happens when
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the military mind gets in control of a government.
All my love, Thy Cary

“HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE” BEING A VIEW FROM A PARTICULAR
POINT IN TIME (JUST AS THE PERSPECTIVE IN A PAINTING IS A VIEW
FROM A PARTICULAR POINT IN SPACE), TO “LOOK AT THE COURSE OF
HISTORY MORE GENERALLY” WOULD BE TO SACRIFICE PERSPECTIVE
ALTOGETHER. THIS IS FANTASY-LAND, YOU’RE FOOLING YOURSELF.
THERE CANNOT BE ANY SUCH THINGIE, AS SUCH A PERSPECTIVE.

May 7, Monday: 2:41AM. General Alfred Jodl signed the total unconditional surrender of all German forces, at
General Dwight David “Ike” Eisenhower’s headquarters in Rheims, France. The surrender was to take effect
as of midnight.
Sweden and Spain broke diplomatic relations with Germany and seized all German property.
Haj Amin el-Husseini, Grand Mufti of Jerusalem and leader of the Palestinian Arabs was transported by a
German plane from Germany to Bern, Switzerland.
Aaron Copland won the Pulitzer Prize in Music for “Appalachian Spring.”
Les songes op.237 for two pianos by Darius Milhaud was performed for the initial time, at the University of
Wyoming, Laramie.
Theresienstadt, north of Prague, was liberated by the Red Army.
A German submarine sank two Allied merchant ships off Scotland, killing 9 merchant seamen. These were the
last people to die at sea in the European war. 27,491 German submariners were killed and 754 submarines
destroyed. 2,800 Allied merchant ships and 148 warships were sunk. During the first week in May, 231
German submarines scuttled themselves rather than surrender. It was all such fun.
Japanese naval vessel sunk: Minesweeper #29, by United States mine, Sea of Japan, 34 degrees 2 minutes
North, 130 degrees 54 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

World War II

“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project
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May 8, Tuesday: V-E Day. At 9AM President Harry S Truman announced the end of the war in Europe over the radio.
General Alfred Jodl signed the official surrender of Germany. Fraternization was forbidden.

Soviet forces entered Prague.
President Josef Tiso and the Slovakian government surrender to the Allies in Austria.
Germans surrendered at Karlshurst, near Berlin along with those in Latvia and the Dresden-Görlitz area.
Continued resistance in Olomouc and Sternbeck, Czechoslovakia was defeated by the Soviets.
Yugoslav partisans took Zagreb.
Germans holding St. Nazaire on the Bay of Biscay, surrendered to the Americans.
Sergeant Joseph Wechsberg, US Army, desiring to see the famous building, walked through the stage door of
the Bayreuth Festspielhaus. Finding himself on stage in the set for Die Meistersinger he sat and sang part of
the music-drama. A carpenter, alerted by the sound, was his only audience.
The “brownout” of non-essential lighting was ended in the United States.
In Brno, Czechoslovakia, 25,000 German civilian residents had been force-marched at gunpoint to the
Austrian border. There the Austrian guards had been refusing to admit them while their Czech guards had been
refusing to allow them to return to the city. In an open field, they had been dying by the hundreds from hunger
and cold before finally, with the arrival of the US 16th Tank Division on this day, the survivors were rescued.
At some point during this timeframe, the last European atrocity of the war in took place in the small town of
Ridderkerk, near Rotterdam, during the German evacuation. The Mayor there had ordered the Dutch police to
arrest some “Hun girls,” which is to say, Dutch women who had been involved with German soldiers. While
a group of these local policemen were standing with three of arrested women, a German officer and his girl
friend happened to pass by in a truck. The police saw them and stopped the truck, but then there was a signal
from the German officer, and a group of ten drunken German soldiers stormed out of a nearby house and
opened fire on the police and their prisoners. The police and the women took refuge in a house and the
Germans stormed in, dragging women and children outside. The 11 Dutchmen who were found inside the
house were brought outside and stood up against a wall and executed. There was a wounded man behind the
sofa who gave himself away by his moans and was likewise executed, but three other hidden men were not
detected and would survive.
The submarine Bream (SS-243) was laying mines off the coast of French Indochina.
WORLD WAR II
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May 9, Wednesday: Hermann Göring was captured by troops of the US 7th Army in Bavaria. At a ceremony in Berlin,
the surrender document signed by General Jodl was ratified by the military High Command. German troops
continue to surrender on the Aegean islands of Milos, Leros, Kos, Piskopi and Simi, Danzig and East Prussia,
in west and central Czechoslovakia, Silesia, and Dunkirk.
The German Army in Czechoslovakia surrendered to the Red Army as the USSR occupied Prague.
King Christian X of Denmark opened Parliament in Copenhagen. Vidkun Abraham Lauritz Jonssøn Quisling
and other Norwegian fascists were taken into custody by the Norwegian resistance.
The US government ended the midnight curfew and the ban on horse racing.
German occupation forces left Jersey, taking with them or destroying the records of the two parishes St. Hélier
and St. Savior.
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They left behind a few of their signature bunkers as hospitable poophouses for day hikers:
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Nowadays a popular souvenir item is a walking stick made from the stalk of the Tall Jack cabbage that grows
up to eight feet tall on the island, selling for about $30 each. These sticks are shellacked and are topped with
an enameled shilling bearing the heraldic crest of the island — not exactly your stick of the Artist of Kouroo!

Destroyer escort Oberrender (DE-344) was damaged by a Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane near Okinawa,
26 degrees 32 minutes North, 127 degrees 30 minutes East. Destroyer escort England (DE-635) was damaged
by a Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 18 minutes North, 127 degrees 13 minutes East
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May 10, Wednesday: Army troops were landed at Macajalar Bay on the north shore of Mindanao, Philippine Islands
by naval attack group (Rear Admiral A.D. Struble).
The Czechoslovak government moved from Kosice to Prague.
Konrad Henlein, Sudetenland leader and Governor of Bohemia and Moravia since 1939, killed himself in an
Allied internment camp.
Prime Minister Winston Churchill announced the lifting of many wartime restrictions in Britain.

President Eduard Benes and his cabinet arrived in Prague.
United States naval vessels damaged, Okinawa area:
•
•

Destroyer Brown (DD-546), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 26 minutes North,
127 degrees 20 minutes East
Light minelayer Harry F. Bauer (DM-26), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 25
minutes North, 128 degrees 31 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

May 11, Friday: President Harry S Truman was visited at the White House by his mother Martha Ellen and his sister
Mary Jane.
Allied forces recaptured Wewak, Northeast New Guinea.
Josef Terboven, Reich Commissioner for Norway, killed himself with a stick of dynamite, in Oslo.
Kaddish op.250 for cantor, chorus and organ by Darius Milhaud was performed for the initial time, in Park
Avenue Synagogue, New York. Also premiered was Hashkiveinu for cantor, chorus and organ by Leonard
Bernstein, and excerpts from the cantata Yigdal by Stefan Wolpe to words of Maimonedes.
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A communication intercept was accomplished on this day that would be studied carefully inside the US
government, because it supported the attitude of Deputy Director for the Far East George Edward Taylor of
the Office of War Information and others that the Japanese military were ripe for surrender: “Report of peace
sentiment in Japanese armed forces: On 5 May the German Naval Attaché in Tokyo dispatched the following
message to Admiral Doenitz: ‘An influential member of the Admiralty Staff has given me to understand that,
since the situation is clearly recognized to be hopeless, large sections of the Japanese armed forces would not
regard with disfavor an American request for capitulation even if the terms were hard, provided they were
halfway honorable.’” To this communication intercept, someone in US military intelligence would append the
following: “Previously noted diplomatic reports have commented on signs of war weariness in official
Japanese Navy circles, but have not mentioned such an attitude in Army quarters.” (Neither Franklin Delano
Roosevelt nor Truman would prove willing to credit such reports, as both were determined that they were
going to indulge themselves in a spasm of civilian-killing with their new A-bomb toy.)

Japanese aircraft made a heavy attack on US shipping in Okinawa area, Ryukyu Islands. United States naval
vessels damaged:
•
•
•

Aircraft carrier Bunker Hill (CV-17), by Kamikaze suicide plane, 25 degrees 44 minutes North,
129 degrees 28 minutes East
Destroyer Evans (DD-551), by Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 58 minutes North, 127 degrees
32 minutes East
Destroyer Hugh W. Hadley (DD-774), by piloted bomb, 26 degrees 59 minutes North, 127 degrees
32 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

May 12, Saturday: The United Nations War Crimes Commission indicted Hermann Göring, Joseph Goebbels, and
Fritz Sauckel on 8 counts.
King Leopold of Belgium said in Austria that he must delay his return because of health. He asked that his
brother Charles rule in his absence.
Arabs killed 50 Europeans in Algiers during V-E day celebrations.
Radio München began broadcasting on a frequency owned by the military government.
Destroyers supported landing of Army troops on Tori Shima, Ryukyu Islands.
United States naval vessels damaged, Okinawa area:
•
•

Battleship New Mexico (BB-40), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 11 minutes
North, 127 degrees 43 minutes East
Heavy cruiser Wichita (CA-45), accidentally by United States naval gunfire, 26 degrees 22 minutes
North, 127 degrees 43 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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May 14, Monday: The provisional government of Austria declared the independence of the country, abolished all
Nazi-era laws, and outlawed the Nazi party. And don’t let the doorknob hit you in the butt on your way out.
WORLD WAR II

May 15, Tuesday: Americans continued to make slow progress on Okinawa in heavy fighting.
The last German force under arms surrendered at Slovenski Gradek to the Red Army and Yugoslav partisans.
Soviet authorities announced the discovery of the bodies of Propaganda Minister Joseph Goebbels and his
family in a bunker underneath the Tiergarten in Berlin.
Commander United States Ports and Bases Germany (Rear Admiral A.G. Robinson) established headquarters
at Bremen.
United States naval vessel sunk: Submarine Snook (SS-279), Pacific Ocean area, reported as presumed lost
United States naval vessel damaged: Escort carrier Shipley Bay (CVE-85), by collision, Okinawa area, 25
degrees 0 minute North, 130 degrees 0 minute East
Japanese naval vessel sunk: Minelayer Hatsutaka, by submarine Hawkbill (SS-366), off Malaya, 4 degrees 54
minutes North, 103 degrees 28 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

May 16, Wednesday: President Eduard Benes arrived in Prague.
US troops seized a 50-car train near Salzburg loaded with gold, diamonds, currency and other loot. It would
be sent by Hungary to Germany to avoid falling to the Soviets.
WORLD WAR II
May 17, Thursday: French troops landed in Beirut to reassert colonial control.
Carrier aircraft (Rear Admiral C.A.F. Sprague) struck Japanese shore installations on Taroa Island, Maloelap
Atoll in the Marshall Islands.
United States naval vessel damaged: Destroyer Douglas H. Fox (DD-779), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide
plane, Okinawa area, 25 degrees 59 minutes North, 126 degrees 54 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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May 18, Friday: At Glenn L. Martin Aircraft Factory, Omaha, Nebraska, Aircraft 44-86292 was turned over to the U.S.
Army Air Forces.

This bomber would become known as the Enola Gay — and portions of it would wind up at the National Air
and Space Museum.
The USS Longshaw had for four days been providing fire support during the invasion of Okinawa when it ran
aground off the south coast. As the Jrikara arrived to tug the destroyer off the coral head, a shell from a
Japanese shore battery touched off the ship’s forward magazine. The ship’s bow blew off. 78 died. The floaters
consisted of 11 officers and 225 enlisted men, 7 of whom would later die later of their wounds. What was left
of the vessel would need to be sunk by US naval gunfire and torpedoes.
United States naval vessel sunk:
•

Destroyer Longshaw (DD-559), damaged by coastal defense gun, Okinawa area, 26 degrees
11 minutes North, 127 degrees 37 minutes East; sunk by United States forces

United States naval vessels damaged, Okinawa area:
•
•

High-speed transport Sims (APD-50), by Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 0 minute North,
127 degrees 0 minute East
LST808, by aircraft torpedo, 26 degrees 42 minutes North, 127 degrees 47 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

May 19, Saturday: Destroyers bombarded Japanese installations on Paramushiro, Kurile Islands.
American forces took most of Sugar Loaf Hill on Okinawa.
Australian troops completed the conquest of Tarakan Island, Borneo.
United States naval vessels damaged:
•
•

Destroyer escort Vammen (DE-644), by collision, Okinawa area, 26 degrees 24 minutes North,
127 degrees 53 minutes East
Oiler Cimarron (AO-22), by grounding, Okinawa area, 26 degrees 25 minutes North, 127 degrees
53 minutes East
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•

Motor gunboat PGM-1, by explosion, Luzon, Philippine Islands area, 14 degrees 41 minutes North,
121 degrees 46 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

May 20, Sunday: US forces captured Malaybalay on Mindanao.
United States naval vessels damaged, Okinawa area:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Destroyer Thatcher (DD-514), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 33 minutes North,
127 degrees 29 minutes East
Destroyer escort John C. Butler (DE-339), by Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 47 minutes
North, 127 52 minutes East
High-speed transport Tattnall (APD-19), by horizontal bomber, 26 degrees 0 minute North,
128 degrees 0 minute East
High-speed transport Chase (APD-54), by Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 18 minutes North,
127 degrees 14 minutes East
High-speed transport Register (APD-92), by Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 25 minutes North,
127 degrees 21 minutes East
LST808, by Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 42 minutes North, 127 degrees 47 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

May 21, Monday: Japanese troops on Okinawa began a slow retreat.
Heinrich Himmler was arrested by British troops near Bremervörde.
The last of the wooden barracks at Belsen was destroyed by flame throwers.
Stephen Tiso, the former prime minister of “independent” Slovakia, and 3 other cabinet ministers were arrested
by US troops.
Syria and Lebanon, their independence already recognized by the US, UK and USSR, broke off negotiations
with France. They protested the arrival of more French troops without their consent. They requested the
removal of all foreign troops.
Lauren Bacall and Humphrey Bogart got married in Mansfield, Ohio.
May 21, Monday: Japanese naval vessel sunk: Minesweeper #34, by submarine Chub (SS-329), Java Sea, 6 degrees
15 minutes South, 116 degrees 1 minute East
WORLD WAR II

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

WORLD WAR II

WWII

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE
May 22, Tuesday: Heinrich Himmler committed suicide. Prisoner of War Kurt Vonnegut, Jr. was able to make his way
out of the Soviet-occupied zone of Germany, and would return to the USA to receive his Purple Heart.
American troops captured Yonabaru on Okinawa, east of Naha.
Japanese submarine chasers #37 and #58 and transport #173 were sunk by carrier-based aircraft off
southeastern Japan at 29 degrees 45 minutes North, 129 degrees 10 minutes East.
Friend Agnes Carol Zens Kellam wrote from Washington DC to her husband, Friend John R. Kellam, who was
being held in a federal penitentiary for having refused to participate in the killing:
My Darling:
Practically ten days since my last epistle to thee! Gosh! But
the weather was so hot, and I was so tired, that I just couldn’t
write. It’s cooler now, and I feel much better, although Sunday
I fainted in Meeting. It was only temporary, and I was greatly
embarrassed, and people were quite concerned. I really think it
was caused by lack of air, as thee knows how I suffer in close
spaces even without Junior to provide for, and if he takes after
me in his oxygen requirements, I really have to have quit a
supply.... I wonder if I should attempt Meetings any more.
The books say to avoid crowds, but I don’t know if I should go
to that extreme.... [A neighbor] has said his car was available
at any time, day or night, that he was there to drive me to the
hospital. He thought it would be impossible to get a taxi.
I’ll ask the doctor about that when I go to see her next week....
TIME ... tells about Pastor Niemoller [the Reverend Friedrich
Gustav Emil Martin Niemöller, a German founder of the
Confessional Church and author of the poem “First they
came...”], briefly. Says he “became an anti-Nazi the hard way.”
He was a staunch early-Party member. But when he saw how the
wind was blowing he stood up in his Dahlen pulpit and denounced
Hitler’s mumbo-jumbo racial theories. He also refused to put the
will of Der Fuhrer above the will of God....
All my love to thee, Johnny.
Hope All’s well. Thy, Carol
WORLD WAR II

YOUR GARDEN-VARIETY ACADEMIC HISTORIAN INVITES YOU TO CLIMB
ABOARD A HOVERING TIME MACHINE TO SKIM IN METATIME BACK
ACROSS THE GEOLOGY OF OUR PAST TIMESLICES, WHILE OFFERING UP
A GARDEN VARIETY OF COGENT ASSESSMENTS OF OUR PROGRESSION.
WHAT A LOAD OF CRAP! YOU SHOULD REFUSE THIS HELICOPTERISH
OVERVIEW OF THE HISTORICAL PAST, FOR IN THE REAL WORLD THINGS
HAPPEN ONLY AS THEY HAPPEN. WHAT THIS SORT WRITES AMOUNTS,
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LIKE MERE “SCIENCE FICTION,” MERELY TO “HISTORY FICTION”:
IT’S NOT WORTH YOUR ATTENTION.

May 23, Wednesday: The formal occupation of Germany began. The Soviet Union ordered the arrest of all members
of Admiral Dönitz’s government. The German High Command and the Provisional Government were
imprisoned.
Grand Admiral Hans Georg von Friedeburg, who had signed three surrender documents, killed himself in
Mürwik. While undergoing a medical examination in Lüneberg, SS Reichsführer Heinrich Himmler activated
cyanide he had concealed in his mouth and instantly fell dead.
Julius Streicher was captured by US soldiers near Berchtesgaden.
At the request of King George VI, Prime Minister Winston Churchill resigned and formed a conservativedominated caretaker government, pending elections to take place on July 5th.
Strikes and rioting continued in Syria and Lebanon, where both governments pledged to resist the presence of
French troops.
WORLD WAR II
May 24, Thursday: 550 US bombers attacked Tokyo with 4,500 tons of incendiaries.
An announcement appears that the Austrian section of the ISCM has been reorganized for the initial time since
the Anschluss. Anton Webern, who was in Mittersill and unable to cross from American to Soviet occupation
zones, was elected president of the board of directors.
Field Marshal Robert Ritter von Grein, the last commander of the Luftwaffe, kills himself in a Salzburg prison.
Aircraft from fast carrier task force (Vice Admiral M.A. Mitscher) attack airfields in southern Kyushu, Japan.
Japanese aircraft made a concentrated attack on United States positions and ships at Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands
(strikes would continue on 25 May).
United States naval vessel sunk: Submarine Lagarto (SS-371), Pacific Ocean area, reported as presumed lost
United States naval vessels damaged, Okinawa area:
•

Escort carrier Suwannee (CVE-27), by explosion, 24 degrees 0 minute North, 124 degrees 0 minute
East

World War II
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Destroyer Guest (DD-472), by Japanese Kamikaze, 26 degrees 22 minutes North, 127 degrees 44
minutes East
Destroyer Heywood L. Edwards (DD-663), accidentally by United States naval gunfire, 26 degrees
20 minutes North, 127 degrees 43 minutes East
Destroyer escort O’Neill (DE-188), by Japanese Kamikaze, 26 degrees 20 minutes North,
127 degrees 43 minutes East
Destroyer escort William C. Cole (DE-641), by Japanese Kamikaze, 26 degrees 45 minutes North,
127 degrees 52 minutes East
High-speed minesweeper Butler (DMS-29), by Japanese Kamikaze, 26 degrees 12 minutes North,
127 degrees 50 minutes East
Minesweeper Spectacle (AM-305), by Japanese Kamikaze, 26 degrees 40 minutes North,
127 degrees 52 minutes East
High-speed transport Barry (APD-29), by Japanese Kamikaze, 26 degrees 30 minutes North, 127
degrees 0 minute East
High-speed transport Sims (APD-50), by Japanese Kamikaze, 26 degrees 0 minute North,
127 degrees 0 minute East
WORLD WAR II

May 25, Friday: Tokyo was firestormed with over 3,000 tons of incendiaries by US Air Force B-29 long-range
bombers. Over 1,000 were killed. Flames reach the Imperial Palace. In the Japanese Army Prison, the
buildings of which were wood, although not a single prison guard burned to death and not a single one of the
464 Japanese prisoners burned to death, every one of the 62 American airmen POWs being held there burned
to death.239
United States naval vessel sunk: High-speed transport Bates (APD-47), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane,
Okinawa area, 26 degrees 41 minutes North, 127 degrees 47 minutes East
United States naval vessels damaged, Okinawa area:
•
•
•

Destroyer Cowell (DD-547), accidentally by United States naval gunfire, 26 degrees 41 minutes
North, 126 degrees 50 minutes East
Destroyer Stormer (DD-780), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 27 degrees 6 minutes North,
127 degrees 38 minutes East
High-speed transport Roper (APD-20), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 34 minutes
North, 127 degrees 36 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

239. The firestorming of Tokyo would produce 83,793 deaths. That’s considerably more civilians than would perish at Nagasaki
under the atomic weapon — General Curtis LeMay would later aver that the citizens had been “scorched and boiled and baked to
death,” and speculate that had the USA lost the war, he and Robert Strange McNamara would have been put on trial as war criminals
on account of their fire-bombing of cities.
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May 26: 500 US bombers attacked Tokyo with 4,000 tons of incendiaries.
WORLD WAR II
Chinese troops recapture Yungning south of Liuchow.
The Berlin Philharmonic Orchestra gave its initial concert since the end of the European war in the Titania
Palace Theater in the Steglitz district.
May 26, Saturday: United States naval vessels damaged, Okinawa area:
•
•
•
•
•

Destroyer Anthony (DD-515), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 25 minutes North,
128 degrees 30 minutes East
Destroyer Braine (DD-630), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 25 minutes North,
128 degrees 30 minutes East
High-speed minesweeper Forrest (DMS-24), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees
0 minute North, 128 degrees 0 minute East
Submarine chaser PC-1603, by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 25 minutes North,
127 degrees 53 minutes East
Surveying ship Dutton (AGS-8), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 15 minutes
North, 127 degrees 59 East

Japanese naval vessel sunk:
•

Submarine chaser #172, by United States mine, off Honshu, Japan, 36 degrees 48 minutes North,
137 degrees 5 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

May 27, Sunday: Dos piezas caballerescas for orchestra by Joaquín Rodrigo was performed for the initial time, in the
Ataneo de Madrid.
The destroyer USS Drexler (DD-741), while on a radar picket station 60 miles south-west of Okinawa, was
engaged by a couple of the Japanese Kamikaze. One guy managed to hit and started a large fuel fire. Another
flight of three then made approaches but got shot down. A few minutes later, yet another guy came in,
apparently unseen during his approach, and crashed his suicide plane against the Drexler’s superstructure and
set it on fire. Then in less than a minute the ship rolled on its side and went down stern first at 27 degrees 6
minutes North, 127 degrees 38 minutes East. 158 died and all 52 floaters were wounded.

United States naval vessels damaged, Okinawa area:
•
•
•
•

Destroyer escort Gilligan (DE-508), by aircraft torpedo, 26 degrees 47 minutes North, 127 degrees
47 minutes East
High-speed minesweeper Southard (DMS-10), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees
0 minute North, 127 degrees 0 minute East
Minesweeper Gayety (AM-239), by horizontal bomber, 26 degrees 0 minute North, 128 degrees
0 minute East
High-speed transport Loy (APD-56), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 30 minutes
North, 127 degrees 30 minutes East
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•
•
•
•

High-speed transport Rednour (APD-102), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees
29 minutes North, 127 21 minutes East
Attack transport Sandoval (APA-194), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 15 minutes
North, 127 degrees 51 minutes East
Ocean tug Pakana (ATF-108), by naval gunfire, 26 degrees 22 minutes North, 127 degrees
44 minutes East
Degaussing vessel YDG-10, by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 0 minute North,
128 degrees 0 minute East
WORLD WAR II

May 28: The Japanese launched their last major air attacked of the war against American ships off Okinawa. 100
planes were lost. No ships were sunk.
William Joyce, “Lord Haw-Haw,” was arrested by the British at Flensburg, Germany.
The governments of Britain and the United States ended shipping convoys in noncombatant areas.
WORLD WAR II

May 28, Monday: United States naval vessel damaged: Destroyer Shubrick (DD-639), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide
plane, Okinawa area, 26 degrees 38 minutes North, 127 degrees 5 minutes East

Japanese naval vessel sunk: Coast defense vessel #29, by United States mine, off Kyushu, 33 degrees
7 minutes North, 129 degrees 44 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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May 29, Tuesday: The Psychology Branch of the Aero Medical Research Laboratory, the 1st human engineering
laboratory in the Army Air Forces, was approved and Lieutenant Colonel Paul M. Fitts became its Chief. Its
1st studies were of instrument legibility, movement of controls, instrument reading under acceleration, and
shape coding of controls — one of the problems they would solve was of flyers raising their landing gear while
still on the runway.
American B-29 bombers obliterated 85% of the metropolitan area of Yokohama.
Fighting erupted between French and Syrian troops in Damascus. French artillery reportedly shelled the city.
United States naval vessels damaged, Okinawa area:
•
•
•

High-speed transport Tatum (APD-81), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 40 minutes
North, 127 degrees 50 minutes East
Motor minesweeper YMS-81, by grounding, 26 degrees 16 minutes North, 127 degrees 52 minutes
East
LST844, by grounding, 26 degrees 17 minutes North, 127 degrees 51 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

May 30, Wednesday: French troops took over the parliament building in Damascus amidst continuing unrest. The
Lebanese government asks for volunteers to fight the French.
Iran asks that the governments of the US, UK and USSR remove their troops from the country because the
European war was over.
Zoltán Kodály was elected a member of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences.
La muse ménagère op.245 for piano by Darius Milhaud was performed for the initial time, over the airwaves
of Radio-Bruxelles.
String Quartet no.7 by Heitor Villa-Lobos was performed for the initial time, in the Teatro Municipal, Rio de
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Janeiro.
Between January 1940 and May 1945 the FBI had investigated a total of 19,299 curious incidents of domestic
destruction or of interference with production. In 2,282 of these incidents, which amounted sometimes to acts
of spite, sometimes to carelessness, and sometimes to malicious mischief or the like, the impact had been
determined to have risen to the level of a designation as sabotage — although, truth be told, not a single one
of these incidents had exhibited any symptom of having been initiated or directed by any external enemy.
Imagine, however, the pressure that had been placed on ordinary working-stiff Americans to keep their noses
to the grindstone while all this wartime suspiciousness had been rampant!

Japanese naval vessel sunk:
•

Submarine I-12, by aircraft (VC-13) from escort carrier Anzio (CVE-57), Philippine Sea,
22 degrees 22 minutes North, 134 degrees 9 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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May 31, Thursday: On ordered from London, British troops intervene to stop the bloodshed in Syria. A cease-fire was
in effect as French troops were ordered to their barracks. Fighting between French and Syrians in Damascus
ends after 2,000 people had been killed.
The United Nations War Crimes Commission meets for the initial time, in London. 16 nations were
represented. 4,000 people had been charged with war crimes. In Greece, former prime minister Georgios
Tsolakoglu was sentenced to death. Other ministers of the puppet government receive lengthy prison
sentences.
The Norwegian government arrives in Oslo from five years of exile in London.
Excerpts from Peter Grimes, an opera by Benjamin Britten to words of Slater, after Crabbe, were performed
for the initial time, in a concert setting in Wigmore Hall, London, the composer himself accompanying on
piano.
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JUNE 1945
June:

The FBI raided the offices of Amerasia, a magazine concerned with the Far East, and alleged that it had
discovered there a large number of classified State Department documents. (It would, of course, be prejudice
to infer that just because they were agents of the federal government, they were lying sacks of shit — and
prejudice is very wrong.)

The 3rd Battalion, 215th Regiment of the Japanese 33rd Division was unable to locate bothersome British
paratroopers who were operating with the local guerrillas in Burma. Believing that these Brits must be
obtaining help from local civilians, the Japanese troops, and a detachment of the Kempei Tai, surrounded the
village of Kalagon near Tenasserim. By 4PM they had all the locals rounded up, and the men confined in the
local mosque, and the women and children in adjoining buildings. That evening they took 8 of the younger
women away for the overnight amusement of the officers. The next morning they took the villagers out in
batches of 5 to 10, blindfolded them, bayonetted or shot them, and stuffed their bodies down a number of deep
wells near the village. As these wells filled up the Japanese would shove the bodies down with bamboo poles
to make space for more, and in this way they able to dispose of around 600. (Two escaped, and would be able
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to identify this battalion’s commander and 13 others before a British Military Court.)
WORLD WAR II

June:

Dr. Josef Mengele was captured by the Allies in Saxony, Germany.
Sandakan, in British North Borneo, contained 2,434 Australian and British POWs who had surrendered when
Singapore fell. They had been brought there in a decrepit tramp steamer, the Yubi Maru, to construct a military
airstrip for the Japanese, and when their project was completed, they had been confined in this prison
compound where they had gradually died from starvation, disease, and brutalities. Of the 4,000 imported
Javanese slave laborers who worked alongside them on this airstrip, fewer than 6 would be alive at the war’s
end. As the Allies approached the islands in 1945, over 1,000 of the Australian and British POWs, those who
still remained alive, were force-marched in groups of 50 to another camp about 120 miles away, in the jungle
at Ranau. There had been 291 prisoners too sick to march, 288 of these incapable of rising from their stretchers,
and these had been left behind at Sandakan. Many of them underwent torture and they were all executed soon
after the others departed. In June, of the 455 prisoners that had left Sandakan for Ranau in an initial
detachment, only 140 reached Ranau alive, the remainder having died from exhaustion or been shot during the
march. On the second detachment to make this trip, 536 POWs left Sandakan but only 189 were still alive
when they reached their destination. On the third detachment to make this trip, 75 prisoners, mostly British,
left but none of them completed the journey. During their short stay at Ranau, all but 6 Australians who
managed to escape were either shot, or died from exhaustion and from illnesses such as malaria, beriberi, and
dysentery. Of the 6 Australian escapees, 3 died later and thus only 3 out of the original 2,434 would remain
alive to bear witness at the war crimes trials which followed at Rabaul and Tokyo in 1946. Convicted of war
crimes in Borneo, 14 Japanese officers would be executed. Captain Hoshijima, the Sandakan prison
commandant, would be hanged at Rabaul on April 6, 1946. Today a Sandakan War Memorial Park marks the
site of this prison camp.
WORLD WAR II
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June:

Thomas Francis Neale, who had been living on Rarotonga and Moorea in the Cook Islands, saw Suwarrow for
the first time. At that point five coastwatchers in the pay of the Allies were stationed on the atoll, at Anchorage
Island.
HERMITS

I might have stayed in Moorea for ever, but around 1940, at a
moment when I thought myself really happy, a character came into
my life who was to change it in a remarkable way. This was Andy
Thompson, the man who led me to Frisbie, captain of a hundredton island schooner called the Tiare Taporo - the “Lime Flower.”
I met Andy on a trip to Papeete and immediately liked him. He
was bluff, hearty and a good friend, though after that first
meeting months would sometimes pass before we met again, for we
had to wait until the Tiare Taporo called at Papeete. We never
corresponded.
I was astounded, therefore, to receive a letter from him one
day. It must have been early in 1943. Andy was a man used to
commanding a vessel and never wasted words. He simply wrote: “Be
ready. I’ve got a job for you in the Cook Islands.” At that time
I didn’t particularly want a job in the Cook Islands and Andy
didn’t even tell me what the job was. Yet when the Tiare Taporo
arrived in Papeete a few weeks later, I was waiting. And because
I sailed back with him I was destined to meet Frisbie, who in
turn “led” me to Suvarov. To this day, I do not know why I
returned with Andy - particularly as the job he had line up
involved me in running a store on one of the outer islands
belonging to the firm which owned Andy’s schooner. The regular
storekeeper was due to go on leave and I was supposed to relieve
him. On his return, I gathered, I would be sent on as a sort of
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permanent relief storekeeper to the other islands in the Cooks.
I suppose, subconsciously, I must have been ready for a change
of environment. Nonetheless, I didn’t find the prospect entirely
attractive. First, I had to go to Rarotonga and here, within two
days of arriving, I met Frisbie.
Since this man’s influence was to bear deeply on my life, I must
describe him. Frisbie was a remarkable man. Some time before I
met him, his beautiful native wife had died, leaving him with
four young children. He loved the islands; his books about them
had been well reviewed but had not, as far as I could learn,
made him much money. Not that that worried him, for his life was
writing and he had the happy facility for living from one day
to the next with, apparently, hardly a care in the world. He
was, he told me, an old friend of Andy’s, and any friend of
Andy’s was a friend of his. It was Sunday morning and, unknown
to me, Andy had invited us both for lunch.
I could not have known then what momentous consequences this
meeting was to have. None of us suspected it then but Frisbie
had only a few more years to live (he was to die of tetanus),
and on that Sunday morning I saw in front of me a tall, thin man
of about forty-five with an intelligent but emaciated face.
He looked ill, but I remember how his eagerness and enthusiasm
mounted as he started to talk about “our” islands and told me
of his desire to write more books about them. We liked each other
on sight, which surprised me, for I do not make friends easily;
and it was after lunch -washed down with a bottle of Andy’s
excellent rum- that Frisbie first mentioned Suvarov. Of course,
I had heard of this great lagoon, with its coral reef stretching
nearly fifty miles in circumference, but I had never been there,
for it was off to trade routes, and shipping rarely passed that
way.
Because it reef is submerged at high tide -leaving only a line
of writhing white foam to warn the navigator of its perilsSuvarov, however, is clearly marked on all maps. Yet Suvarov is
not the name of an island, but of an atoll, and the small islets
inside the lagoon each have their own names. The islets vary in
size from Anchorage, the largest, which is half a mile long, to
One Tree Island, the smallest, which is merely a mushroom of
coral. The atoll lies almost in the centre of the Pacific, five
hundred and thirteen miles north of Rarotonga, and the nearest
inhabited island is Manihiki, two hundred miles distant.
That afternoon Frisbie entranced me, and I can see him now on
the veranda, the rum bottle on the big table between us, leaning
forward with that blazing characteristic earnestness, saying to
me, “Tom Neale, Suvarov is the most beautiful place on earth,
and no man has really lived until he has lived there.” Fine
words, I thought, but not so easy to put into action.
“Of course, you must remember,” he broke in, “there’s a war on,
and at present Suvarov is inhabited.” This I knew - for two New
Zealanders with three native helpers were stationed on Anchorage
in Suvarov’s lagoon. These “coast-watchers” kept an eye open for
ships or aircraft in the area, and would report back any movement
to headquarters by radio.
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“But they’d probably be glad to see you - or even me,” added
Frisbie with a touch of irony. I got up for it was time to leave.
And as I said good-bye to this tall, thin man whose face and
eyes seemed to urn with enthusiasm, I said, and the words and
sigh came straight from the heart, “That’s the sort of place for
me.”
“Well - if you feel that way about it, why don’t you go there?”
he retorted.
Storekeeping was not a very arduous job and I soon fell into my
new life. My first “posting” took me to Atiu - a small island
with rounded, flat-topped hills, and fertile valleys filled with
oranges, coconuts and paw-paw; all of it less than seven
thousand acres, each one of them exquisite and forever
beckoning. From there I moved on to Puka Puka -“the Land of
Little Hills”- where seven hundred people lived and produced
copra.
The pattern of my life hardly varied, irrespective of the island
on which I happened to be relieving the local storekeeper. Each
morning I would make my breakfast, open up the store and wait
for the first native customers in the square functional
warehouse with its tin roof. The walls were lined with shelves
of flour, tea, coffee, beans, tinned goods, cloth, needles everything which one didn’t really need at all in an island
already overflowing with fruit and fish! No wonder that as I was
shuttled from one outer island to another, I soon discovered
that storekeeping was not the life for me, though it did have
its compensations.
As long as I kept my stock and accounts in good order, I had a
fair amount of leisure, which I occupied by reading. In some
stores we carried supplies of paperback books so even my
browsing cost me nothing, providing I didn’t dirty the covers.
I was batching, of course, and each store had free quarters so
I was able to save a little money, especially as in some of the
smaller islands the white population could be counted on the
fingers of one hand.
Mine was, in every sense of the word, a village store. One moment
I would be selling flour, the next I would be advising a mother
how to cure her baby’s cough. I carried an alarming assortment
of medicines (always very popular) as well as a jumble of odds
and ends ranging from spectacles to cheap binoculars, from
brightly decorated tin trunks to lengths of rusty chain. I had
drums of kerosene for the smoking lamps of the village, lines
and hooks for the fishermen who, more often than not, would try
to buy these with their latest catch of parrot fish or crays.
I came to be something of a “doctor” and village counsellor, and
this I did find a rewarding part of my job, for in the really
small islands I was often the only man to whom the people could
turn for help. In an indirect way, I was money-lender, too because I alone had the power to judge the worth of a man’s
credit against the future price of copra, and many is the bolt
of calico I have sold against nuts still on the tree.
The really sad conclusion about my life as a storekeeper is that
I might have enjoyed it had the store been in Tahiti or Moorea
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or had I never met Frisbie and been fired with the dream of going
to Suvarov, for my yearnings were not desperate ones; I didn’t
spend all my days mooning about. But always in the back of my
mind was the vague feeling, “What a bore life is! Wouldn’t it
be wonderful if for once I could see what life is like on an
uninhabited island.”
As it was, I seemed to spend my time waiting for the inter-island
schooner which, every now and the, would lie off the island,
giving the people a reason for wakening for a few hours out of
their
languid
torpor
while
my
stores
were
unloaded.
Occasionally, Andy would sail in in the Tiare Taporo, then we
would spend an evening on my veranda.
It was an eventful, placid existence and though I should have
been content enough, I soon disliked it intensely. Why, then,
did I remain for years as a storekeeper moving around from island
to island? The main reason was that every time I was transferred,
I had to return through Rarotonga and so met up with Frisbie
again. Then we would talk far into the night about Suvarov (and
the other islands of the Pacific) and occasionally, when the rum
bottle was low I was able to persuade him to read the latest
passages he had written. He had a deep compelling voice, and
talked with as much enthusiasm as he wrote. And towards the end
of each evening -and often “the end” only came when the dawn was
streaking over the red tin roofs of Raro- we always came back
to Suvarov. “Do you think I’ll ever get there?” I asked one
night. “Why not?” answered Frisbie, “though probably you’ll have
to wait until the war’s over.” I remember we were sitting
together sipping a last beer on a visit to Rarotonga, “but then
-there’s no reason why you shouldn’t go -that is, providing you
equip yourself properly. Suvarov may be beautiful, but then there’s no reason why you shouldn’t go -that is, providing you
equip yourself properly. Suvarov may be beautiful, but it is not
only looks damn fragile, it is damn fragile -and I should know.”
There was no need to elaborate. I already knew that in the great
hurricane of 1942, sixteen of the twenty-two islets in the
lagoon had literally been washed away within a matter of hours.
Frisbie had been trapped on Anchorage with his four small
children and the coast-watchers during this hurricane. He had
saved children’s lives by lashing them in the forks of tamanu
trees elastic enough to bend with the wind until the violence
of the storm was spent.
I did not see Frisbie again for some time, but we corresponded
regularly, and one day when I was feeling particularly low, I
picked up his book, THE ISLAND OF DESIRE. When I came to the second
half I discovered it was all about Suvarov; how he had lived on
the island with his children, hoe he had been caught in that
great hurricane. I was enthralled and his descriptions were so
vivid that no sooner had I finished the book than I sat down and
wrote to him. “one of these days,” I wrote in my sloping, eager
hand, “that’s where I’m going to live.” Frisbie replied, a half
joking letter in which he suggested “Let’s both go. You can live
on Motu Tuo and I can live on Anchorage, and we can visit each
other. It made sense. For like me, Frisbie was naturally a
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solitary man. Like me, he never had much money and yet, sadly,
we were never to see the island together. In fact, Frisbie was
never to see Suvarov again before he died in 1948.
There was another important reason for remaining in the Cooks.
If ever I did go to Suvarov -if ever I had the luck or courage
to “go it alone”- I would have to leave from Rarotonga, for
Suvarov is in the Cook Islands, and though the inter-island
trading schooners rarely passed near the atoll there might one
day be an occasion when a ship would sail close enough to the
island to be diverted. But only from Raro.
This is exactly what happened. Suddenly, in 1945, there came an
opportunity to visit Suvarov for two days. It was Andy who broke
the news to me in Rarotonga. He was under orders, he told me,
to take the Tiare Taporo round the islands, calling in at Suvarov
with stores for the coast-watchers there, on his way back from
Manihiko.
“I need an engineer for this trip,” he said off-handedly, as
though he did not know how much I longed to see the island. “Care
to come along?” I was aboard the Tiare before Andy had time to
change his mind!
When we sailed a few days later, Andy and I were the only
Europeans aboard amongst a crew of eight Cook Islanders. We set
off for the northern Cooks -Puka Puka, Penrhyn, Manihiki- which
are all low-lying atolls quite different from the Southern cooks
which are always known as the “High Islands.”
It was a pleasant, leisurely trip. I can imagine no more perfect
way of seeing the South Pacific than from the deck of a small
schooner. Life moved at an even, unhurried pace. I did not have
much work for the Tiare carried sail and the engine was seldom
needed. Our normal routine was to sail for a few days until we
reached an atoll, lay off-shore, discharging cargo, take on some
copra and then sail off again into the beautiful blue Pacific
with white fleecy clouds filling the sky above.
The night before we reached Suvarov, we lay well off the atoll
without even sighting it, for Andy, a good navigator, had no
intention of risking his ship during the hours of darkness. All
through the night we could hear the faint, faraway boom of the
swells breaking on Suvarov’s reef. Though there was no moon, it
was clear and starry, and I stood on deck for a long time,
listening, filled with an emotion I cannot even attempt to
describe, until finally I felt asleep dreaming of tomorrow.
Dawn brought perfect weather and we began to approach the atoll
at first light, though it lay so flat that for a long time we
could not make out the land ahead. We had a good wind and full
sail, and the Tiare must have been making four knots without her
engines as I stood on the cabin top, the only sound the lap of
the water and the creaking of wood, shading my eyes until at
last I caught my first glimpse of Suvarov - the pulsating, creamy
foam of the reef thundering before us for miles, and a few clumps
of palm trees silhouetted against the blue sky, the clumps
widely separated on the islets that dotted the enormous, almost
circular stretch of reef. The air was shimmering under a sun
already harsh as Andy took the Tiare towards the pass, and
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Anchorage started to take a more distinct shape. I could make
out the white beach now, an old broken-down wharf - a relic of
the days when attempts had been made to grow copra on the island
- and then some figures waving on the beach. From the south end
a great flock of screaming frigate birds rose angrily into the
air, black and wheeling, waiting for the smaller terns to catch
fish so they could steal them.
How puny the islets seemed in the vast rolling emptiness of the
Pacific! Frisbie had called them fragile but they were more than
that. To me they looked almost forlorn, so that it seemed amazing
they could have survived the titanic forces of nature which have
so often wiped out large islands. Had they been rugged, then
survival would have been easier to appreciate, but none of the
islets ahead of us in the lagoon was more than ten or fifteen
feet above sea level, so that only the tops of the coconut trees
proclaimed their existence. The chop of the sea ceased, for now
we were in the lagoon, and it was as though the Tiare were
floating on vast pieces of colored satin. We edged towards
Anchorage very slowly through a sea so still that our slight
ripple hardly disturbed it. Like many South Pacific islets,
Anchorage -lying just inside the lagoon- is subterraneously
joined to the main reef by a submerged “causeway” of coral. And
so, as I looked down into the water, I thought I had never seen
so many colours in my life as the vivid blues, greens and even
pinks that morning; no painter could have imitated those
patterns formed by underwater coral at differing depths. Then
the anchor rattled down. We put a ship’s boat overboard and a
few minutes later I was wading ashore through the warm, still
water towards the blinding white beach.
Common politeness made me greet the five men living there -each
of them desperately anxious to go home as soon as possible!- but
as soon as I decently could, I went off alone, and on that first
day I took a spear and my machete -a French one I had bought in
Tahiti, more slender and pointed than those of the Cook Islandsand went along the reef, spearing the plentiful fish I
discovered in the reef pools and so lazy that one could hardly
miss them.
In the evening, I had supper with the coast-watchers and looked
over their shack with the secret, questing eyes of a man
wondering if one day he would inherit it. It seemed ideal. The
tanks were full of good water, and when I went for a stroll I
discovered a fine garden they had made out of a wilderness. The
watchers were only anxious to leave. How different are men’s
attitudes to life! They were agreeable, cheerful and noisy -and
delighted with the stores we had brought them- but their was a
forced gaiety, hiding their anger that war should have played
them such a dirty trick as turning them into castaways on a
desert island.
On the second day, Andy and I took a ship’s boat in the islet
of Motu Tuo six miles across the lagoon, where the native boys
caught coconut crabs and fish and lit a fire to cook our picnic
lunch. And when lunch was over, I turned to Andy and said simply,
but with utter conviction, “Andy, now I know this is the place

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

WORLD WAR II

WWII

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE
I’ve been looking for all this time.” It was to take me seven
more years before my dream came true. Seven long years before
another vessel from Rarotonga passed anywhere near the island,
seven years during which I reached middle age. Perhaps it was
this consciousness of time passing, perhaps this and the
dreariness of my job that brought an increasing heaviness of
heart which I only managed to struggle against by clinging
obstinately to the hope that I would one day get back to the
island.
June 1, Friday: 450 US bombers attacked Osaka with 3,000 tons of incendiaries.
William Schuman entered full-time duties as Director of Publication at G. Schirmer publishers.
United States Naval Air Facility, Peleliu Island, Palau Islands, was established.
United States Naval Advanced Base, Bremerhaven, Germany, was established.
United States naval vessel damaged: Submarine chaser PC-1599, by grounding, Okinawa area, 26 degrees
25 minutes North, 127 degrees 43 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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June 2, Saturday: France banned the serving of meat at public eateries (except of course for Sunday lunches and on
holidays).
In Santa Fe, New Mexico a British scientist working on the Manhattan Project, Klaus Fuchs, passed to Soviet
agent Harry Gold drawings detailing a Plutonium239 device that was soon to be detonated atop a tower at the
Los Alamos test site.
Aircraft of fast carrier task force (Vice Admiral J.S. McCain) bombed airfields in southern Kyushu, Japan
(the bombers would return on the following day).
WORLD WAR II
June 3, Sunday: Naval task group (Rear Admiral L.F. Reifsnider) landed US Marines on Iheya Shima, Ryukyu Islands.
Carrier Lake Champlain (CV-39) was commissioned at Norfolk, Virginia
American troops occupied Iheya Shima north of Okinawa.
French troops were removed from Damascus to billets outside the city. They were replaced by British peacekeeping forces.
Five Prayers for women’s voices over the Pater noster as cantus firmus by Ernst Krenek to words of Donne,
was performed for the initial time, at Hamline University, St. Paul, Minnesota.
United States naval vessel damaged: Cargo ship Allegan (AK-225), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane,
Okinawa area, 26 degrees 0 minute North, 128 degrees 0 minute East
WORLD WAR II
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June 4, Monday: At Los Alamos, some nuclear workers were experimenting to determine what would be actually
(rather than theoretically) the critical mass for their particular mix of isotopes of enriched uranium. The fissile
materials were inside a polyethylene box, but some water leaked into it that altered somewhat the dynamics of
the lump. Three of them received non-fatal doses of radiation.240
TIMELINE OF ACCIDENTS

American troops landed on Oroku Peninsula, Okinawa and attacked Naha airfield. United States Patrol vessel
YP-41 was damaged by operational casualty in the vicinity of Okinawa, at 26 degrees 18 minutes North,
127 degrees 52 minutes East. Japanese submarine chaser #112 was sunk by Army aircraft in the Java Sea, at
5 degrees 0 minute South, 116 degrees 4 minutes East.
In an election broadcast, British Prime Minister Winston Churchill asserted that a Labour government would
require “some kind of Gestapo” to enforce its manifesto. Fifteen people were killed by two explosions at the
US military police headquarters in Bremen, Germany.
Friend Agnes Carol Zens Kellam wrote from Washington DC to her husband, Friend John R. Kellam, who was
being held in a federal penitentiary for having refused to participate in the killing:
Johnny Dearest:
Just a short note to thee. I’m so tired I just have to go to bed
early, even though I know I haven’t written to thee since May
30. I was worried about not hearing from thee for so long.
I didn’t know whether thee was getting my letters and I was
getting thine, and I didn’t want to write for public consumption
only, and besides, working keeps me tired — I’ll be quitting at
the end of this month and can take a rest in the mornings and
afternoons, as I’m supposed to. Today I was very happy to receive
thy letter of May 28, with nothing erased except its number
(which was erased on the envelope too). This letter told me of
the label they had put on thy cage, and of the thoughts brought
out in thee by thy group meeting concerning the importance of
the mind and the spirit and the unimportance of the body as a
means of coercion. Thee has wonderful thoughts, and thee’s
right. But so many people can’t or aren’t taught to control their
bodies so as to bring themselves true happiness. They find it
so much easier to put their bodies to destructive use. It’s up
to thee, and people like thee, to show by example how much more
satisfaction and real living we can get from life when we live
for ideals instead of bodily comfort. Then the body cannot be
used for punishment, whether by incarceration or torture or mere
hampering of movement....
To go back to bodies, I really regard mine with an exaggerated
sense of importance, no doubt, these days when there is a child
developing in it. Well-born children should be a country’s
greatest asset, and a country should strive to see that its
children are well-born, and, if they were worthy of the trust
of their citizens, should see that children in the whole world
over are well born, instead of starving them and dropping fire
bombs on them....
240. There have been in the nuclear industry, to date, some 70 such criticality excursions and some 21 resultant fatalities, but –so
far at least– there hasn’t been a single bomb-like nuclear detonation! (Keep on keeping your fingers crossed.)

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

WORLD WAR II

WWII

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE
All my love, dearest from, Carol
WORLD WAR II

NO-ONE’S LIFE IS EVER NOT DRIVEN PRIMARILY BY HAPPENSTANCE

June 5, Tuesday: The Allies divided up Germany and Berlin and took over the government.
500 US bombers attacked Kobe with 3,000 tons of incendiaries.
United States Secretary of State George Marshall called for a European Recovery Program.
Incantations op.201 for male chorus by Darius Milhaud to Aztec poems was performed for the initial time,
in Oakland.
A typhoon in the Okinawa area of the Ryukyu Islands damaged many American warships:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Battleship Indiana (BB-58), 22 degrees 51 minutes North, 132 degrees 14 minutes East
Battleship MassachusettS (BB-59), 22 degrees 48 minutes North, 132 degrees 11 minutes East
Battleship Alabama (BB-60), 22 degrees 58 minutes North, 132 degrees 15 minutes East
Battleship Missouri (BB-63), 23 degrees 30 minutes North, 131 degrees 30 minutes East
Aircraft carrier Hornet (CV-12), 22 degrees 54 minutes North, 132 degrees 25 minutes East
Aircraft carrier Bennington (CV-20), 23 degrees 3 minutes North, 132 degrees 4 minutes East
Light carrier Belleau Wood (CVL-24), 22 degrees 45 minutes North, 132 degrees 10 minutes East
Light carrier San Jacinto (CVL-30), 22 degrees 53 minutes North, 131 degrees 55 minutes East
Escort carrier Windham Bay (CVE-92), 22 degrees 37 minutes North, 131 degrees 34 minutes East
Escort carrier Salamaua (CVE-96), 22 degrees 30 minutes North, 131 degrees 56 minutes East
Escort carrier Bougainville (CVE-100), 22 degrees 18 minutes North, 131 degrees 53 minutes East
Escort carrier Attu (CVE-102), 22 degrees 38 minutes North, 131 degrees 58 minutes East
Heavy cruiser Baltimore (CA-68), 22 degrees 48 minutes North, 132 degrees 14 minutes East
Heavy cruiser Quincy (CA-71), 22 degrees 59 minutes North, 132 degrees 12 minutes East
Heavy cruiser Pittsburgh (CA-72), 22 degrees 50 minutes North, 132 degrees 6 minutes East
Light cruiser Detroit (CL-8), 22 degrees 17 minutes North, 131 degrees 48 minutes East
Light cruiser San Juan (CL-54), 22 degrees 28 minutes North, 132 degrees 24 minutes East

World War II

“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Light cruiser Duluth (CL-87), 22 degrees 55 minutes North, 132 degrees 12 minutes East
Light cruiser Atlanta (CL-104), 22 degrees 46 minutes North, 136 degrees 12 minutes East
Destroyer Schroeder (DD-501), 22 degrees 48 minutes North, 132 degrees 14 minutes East
Destroyer John Rodgers (DD-574), 22 degrees 45 minutes North, 132 degrees 10 minutes East
Destroyer McKee (DD-575), 22 degrees 54 minutes North, 132 degrees 19 minutes East
Destroyer Dashiell (DD-659), 22 degrees 55 minutes North, 132 degrees 15 minutes East
Destroyer Stockham (DD-683), 22 degrees 48 minutes North, 132 degrees 14 minutes East
Destroyer De Haven (DD-717), 22 degrees 51 minutes North, 132 degrees 10 minutes East
Destroyer Maddox (DD-731), 22 degrees 42 minutes North, 132 degrees 45 minutes East
Destroyer Blue (DD-744), 22 degrees 51 minutes North, 132 degrees 25 minutes East
Destroyer Brush (DD-745), 22 degrees 34 minutes North, 132 degrees 22 minutes East
Destroyer Taussig (DD-746), 22 degrees 43 minutes North, 132 degrees 4 minutes East
Destroyer Samuel N. Moore (DD-747), 22 degrees 48 minutes North, 132 degrees 14 minutes East
Destroyer escort Donaldson (DE-44), 22 degrees 35 minutes North, 131 degrees 56 minutes East
Destroyer escort Conklin (DE-439), 22 degrees 17 minutes North, 131 degrees 48 minutes East
Destroyer escort Hilbert (DE-742), 22 degrees 32 minutes North, 131 degrees 40 minutes East
Oiler Lackawanna (AO-40), 22 degrees 31 minutes North, 131 degrees 36 minutes East
Oiler Millicoma (AO-73), 22 degrees 12 minutes North, 131 degrees 36 minutes East
Ammunition ship Shasta (AE-6), 22 degrees 17 minutes North, 131 degrees 48 minutes East

United States naval vessels damaged:
•
•
•
•
•

Battleship Mississippi (BB-41), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, Okinawa area, 26 degrees 9
minutes North, 127 degrees 35 minutes East
Heavy cruiser Louisville (CA-28), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, Okinawa area, 26 degrees
7 minutes North, 127 degrees 52 minutes East
Destroyer Dyson (DD-571), by collision, Okinawa area, 26 degrees 9 minutes North, 127 degrees
49 minutes East
Minesweeper Scuffle (AM-298), by grounding, Brunei Bay area, 8 degrees 1 minute North,
117 degrees 13 minutes East
Gasoline tanker Sheepscot (AOG-24), by grounding, Iwo Jima area, 24 degrees 46 minutes North,
141 degrees 18 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

June 6: Four men were arrested by FBI agents on charges of espionage. Philip Jaffe and Kate Mitchell, co-editors of
a leftist newspaper, Lt. Andrew Roth of Naval Intelligence, Mark Gayn, Asia expert, and John Stewart Service
and Emanuel Larsen, State Department officials. Roth, Larsen and Service were arrested in Washington, the
others in New York. None would ever be brought to trial.
Brazil declared war on Japan.
June 6, Wednesday: United States naval vessels damaged, Okinawa area:
•
•

Escort carrier Natoma Bay (CVE-61), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 24 degrees 46 minutes
North, 126 degrees 37 minutes East
Destroyer Beale, (DD-471), by collision, 26 degrees 10 minutes North, 127 degrees 20 minutes
East
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•
•
•
•
•

Minesweeper Requisite (AM-109), by collision, 26 degrees 0 minute North, 127 degrees 0 minute
East
Minesweeper Spear (AM-322), by collision, 26 degrees 0 minute North, 127 degrees 0 minute East
Light minelayer Harry F. Bauer (DM-16), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 14
minutes North, 128 degrees 1 minute East
Light minelayer J. William Ditter (DM-31), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 14
minutes North, 128 degrees 1 minute East
Gasoline tanker Yahara (AOG-37), by collision, 26 degrees 10 minutes North, 127 degrees
20 minutes East

Japanese naval vessel sunk:
•

Submarine chaser #195, by United States mine, off Honshu, 37 degrees 10 minutes North,
137 degrees 5 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

June 7: The Arab League demands a French withdrawal from Syria and Lebanon. The Syrian government began to
sack French officials and dismantle French courts.
Rita Louisa Zucca, aka “Axis Sally”, was found and detained by US troops in Turin. She was a native of the
United States but has since become an Italian citizen.
King Haakon VII of Norway returns to Oslo where he was greeted by cheering crowds.
Peter Grimes, an opera by Benjamin Britten to words of Slater, after Crabbe, was performed for the initial time,
at the Sadler’s Wells Theater, London. Present were Ralph Vaughan Williams, William Walton and Michael
Tippett. It quickly becomes one of the most performed operas written in the 20th century.
June 7, Thursday: United States naval vessels damaged, Okinawa area:
•
•

Destroyer Anthony (DD-515), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 27 degrees 7 minutes North,
127 degrees 38 minutes East
LST540, by grounding, 26 degrees 21 minutes North, 127 degrees 45 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

June 8, Friday: Aircraft from fast carrier task force (Vice Admiral J.S. McCain) attacked Kanoya Airfield, Kyushu,
Japan.
Cruisers and destroyers (Rear Admiral R.S. Berkey) bombarded Japanese in Brunei Bay area, Borneo;
bombardment was repeated on 9 June.
United States naval vessel sunk:
•

Minesweeper Salute (AM-294), by mine, Borneo area, 5 degrees 8 minutes North, 115 degrees
5 minutes East
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The 13,380-ton Nachi class Japanese cruiser Ashigara, with about 1,200 Japanese soldiers on board on their way from
Batavia to reinforce the garrison at Singapore, was engaged with a fan of 8 torpedoes by A.R. “Baldy” Hezlet’s
HMS Trenchant. 5 of the 8 torpedoes hit. The ship headed toward Klipped Shoal near Sumatra in an effort to
beach itself, but half an hour later it capsized and went down before reaching those waters. 853 floaters were
picked up by the escort destroyer Kamikaze. (Commander Hezlet would receive both the DSO and the Legion
of Merit — in this world if you can kill enough people, you’ll get loved for it.)
WORLD WAR II
June 9, Saturday: In a temporary agreement signed in Belgrade, Yugoslavia would evacuated Trieste and turn it over
to an allied military government pending resolution of competing claims to the area.
Prisoner No.217, a film with music by Aram Khachaturian was released.
In the Ryukyu Islands, a naval task group under Rear Admiral L.F. Reifsnider landed US Marines on Aguni
Shima while another naval task group under Rear Admiral A.W. Radford bombed and bombarded Okino Daito
Jima.
A United States naval vessel was damaged in the Okinawa region, the destroyer escort Gendreau (DE-639),
by coastal defense gun, at 26 degrees 3 minutes North, 127 degrees 12 minutes East.
A Japanese coast defense vessel was sunk, #41, off southern Korea, by the submarine Sea Owl (SS-405),
at 34 degrees 18 minutes North, 127 degrees 18 minutes East.
An agreement was reached for the Provisional Administration of Venezia Giulia.

READ THE FULL TEXT
Premier Kantaro Suzuki declared that rather than unconditionally surrender Japan would fight to the bitter end.
WORLD WAR II

The Eye
The Atlantic is a stormy moat; and the Mediterranean,
The blue pool in the old garden,
More than five thousand years have drunk sacrifice
Of ships and blood, and shines in the sun; but her the Pacific: —
Our ships, planes, wars are perfectly irrelevant.
Neither our present blood-feud with the brave dwarfs
Nor any future world-quarrel of westering
And eastering man, the bloody migrations, greed of power, clash of faiths —
Is a speck of dust on the great scale-pan.
Here from this mountain-shore, headland beyond stormy headland
plunging like dolphins through the blue sea-smoke
Into pale sea, — look west at the hill of water: it is half the planet: this
dome, this half-globe, this bulging
Eyeball of water, arched over to Asia,
Australia and white Antarctica: those are the eyelids that never close; this is
the staring unsleeping
Eye of the earth; and what it watches is not our wars.
— Robinson Jeffers
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June 10, Sunday: Australian troops landed at Brunei Bay on the island of Borneo, supported by cruiser and destroyer
gunfire (Rear Admiral R.S. Berkey) and strikes by United States Army and Australian aircraft.
Naval task group (Rear Admiral J.J. Clark) bombed and bombarded the Japanese airfield and other
installations on Minami Daito in the Ryukyu Islands.
Australian troops landed at Brunei, Labuan Island and Muara Islands.
Chinese troops captured Ishan, north of Nanning.
Burmese guerrillas took Loi-lem, east of Meiktila.
American forces began an assault on the last Japanese defenses on Okinawa, at Yaejudake. A United States
naval vessel was sunk, the destroyer William D. Porter (DD-579) by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, in the
vicinity of Okinawa, 27 degrees 6 minutes North, 127 degrees 38 minutes East. A Japanese submarine was
sunk, the I-122, by our submarine Skate (SS-305), in the Sea of Japan, 37 degrees 29 minutes North,
137 degrees 25 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
June 11, Monday: The Franck Report was sent to the Secretary of War.
ATOM BOMB
700,000 Sudeten Germans were forced across the border by the new Czechoslovak government.
National elections in Canada produce a hung Parliament, with the Liberals losing 59 seats and their majority,
but still constituting the largest party.
Las horas de una estancia, for voice and piano by Alberto Ginastera to words of Ocampo, was performed for
the initial time, in Montevideo.
Cruisers and destroyers (Rear Admiral J.H. Brown) bombarded Japanese installations on Matsuwa, Kurile
Islands.
United States naval vessels damaged, Okinawa area:
•
•

Light cruiser Vicksburg (CL-86), by collision, 26 degrees 10 minutes North, 127 degrees
20 minutes East
Landing ship dock Lindenwald (LSD-6), accidentally by United States naval gunfire, 26 degrees
17 minutes North, 127 degrees 53 minutes East

Japanese naval vessel sunk: Submarine chaser #237, by United States naval land-based aircraft, Sea of Japan,
34 degrees 35 minutes North, 132 degrees 20 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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June 13, Wednesday: Japanese resistance on the Oroku Peninsula ends. Only 170 prisoners were taken. The naval
commander, Admiral Minoru Ota, kills himself.
Australian troops captured Brunei town (Bandar Seri Begawan).
Four Sea Interludes from Peter Grimes for orchestra by Benjamin Britten was performed for the initial time,
in Cheltenham Town Hall, conducted by the composer.
Espoir, a film with music by Darius Milhaud, was released in France.
Suite française for band by Darius Milhaud was performed for the initial time, in New York.
United States naval vessel damaged: Battleship Idaho (BB-42), by grounding, Okinawa area, 26 degrees 14
minutes North, 127 degrees 57 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
June 14, Thursday: After a vicious, tenacious battle for Naha airfield, wherein American soldiers use flamethrowers
against Japanese in caves, Americans entered the airfield headquarters cave to find 200 wounded and the
general staff, including the commander Admiral Minoru Ota, all dead by their own hands.
The Norwegian Parliament meets for the initial time in Oslo since 1940.
Former Foreign Minister Joachim von Ribbentrop was arrested by British soldiers in a Hamburg boarding
house.
The US government returned 260 coal mines to their owners. They had been taken during wage disputes.
United States motor gunboat PGM-24 was damaged in a collision in the vicinity of Okinawa, 25 degrees 30 N,
126 degrees 0 minute East.
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Captain Robert A. Lewis ferried Bomber 44-86292, the Enola Gay, to Wendover Army Air Field, Utah.
WORLD WAR II
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June 15, Friday: The southern part of Prussian Rheinland and the western part of Hessen were joined to create the
province of Rheinland-Hessen-Nassau.
The longest British Parliament since 1679 was dissolved before upcoming elections.
80,000 teamsters were taking a strike vote — US President Harry S Truman ordered seizure of the Chicago
trucking industry.
United States Destroyer Escort O’Flaherty (DE-340) was damaged by a collision in Okinawan waters, at 26
degrees 0 minute North, 128 degrees 0 minute East.
WORLD WAR II
June 16, Saturday: Commander George Phillip’s destroyer USS Twiggs was on radar picket duty off Okinawa when a
low-flying Japanese torpedo plane unexpectedly got it with a torpedo. Its #2 magazine exploded and the ship
was in flames. The plane circled around and came back in, this time of course without a torpedo — but it was
on a suicide mission. In less than 30 minutes the ship went under, its ammunition still exploding. 153 died and
188 floated. (A total of 13 American destroyers were destroyed off Okinawa.)
Australian forces completed their conquest of Labuan Island.
Prime Minister Achille van Acker of Belgium and his cabinet resigned over the possible return of King
Leopold III. The action was not accepted by the regent.
US troops captured former Hungarian prime minister Bela Imredy.
Naval Air Test Center, Patuxent River, Maryland, was established.
United States naval vessel sunk: Destroyer Twiggs (DD-591), by aircraft torpedo, Okinawa area, 26 degrees 8
minutes North, 137 degrees 35 minutes East.
United States naval vessel damaged: Escort carrier Steamer Bay (CVE-87), by aircraft operational casualty,
Okinawa area, 24 degrees 0 minute North, 128 degrees 0 minute East.
WORLD WAR II
June 17, Sunday: Lou Harrison and John Cage attend a concert in Town Hall, New York of compositions by Alan
Hovhaness. They were both surprised at the music, how beautiful it was with so few materials, drones and a
melody. After the performance, Harrison meets Hovhaness and writes a review for the New York Herald
Tribune. Hovhaness would recall, “Lou gave me the first good review I ever had.” Two works for orchestra
were performed for the initial time, over the airwaves of NBC radio originating in San Francisco: Mirage by
Roy Harris and Horizon by Samuel Barber.
United States naval vessel damaged: Gasoline tanker Chestatee (AOG-49), by collision, Luzon area,
Philippine Islands, 7 degrees 4 minutes North, 122 degrees 6 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
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June 18, Monday: Lieutenant-General Simon Buckner of the US Army having been killed in action on Okinawa, the
ranking Marine Major General, Roy Geiger, assumed command of the 10th Army.
Battleship and destroyers bombarded shore installations on Emidj Island, Jaluit Atoll, Marshall Islands.
United States naval vessel sunk: Motor minesweeper YMS-50, damaged by mine, Balikpapan area, Borneo, 1
degrees 18 minutes South, 116 degrees 49 minutes East; sunk by United States forces.
United States naval vessel damaged: Seaplane tender (small) Yakutat (AVP-32), by collision, Okinawa area,
26 degrees 10 minutes North, 127 degrees 19 minutes East.
Organized Japanese resistance ended on Mindanao.
Australian troops captured Tutong, Brunei.
William Brooke “Lord Haw-Haw” Joyce was put on trial for treason, in London.
WORLD WAR II
June 19, Tuesday: President Harry S Truman flew to the state of Washington, becoming the 1st president in office to
use air travel within the national airspace.
American troops took Ilagan in northern Luzon.
British soldiers found Alfred Krupp in Essen and spirited him away to a secret place.
General Dwight David “Ike” Eisenhower was awarded a tumultuous welcome to New York City.
United States naval vessels damaged:
•
•
•

Minesweeper Device (AM-220), by collision, Okinawa area, 26 degrees 0 minute North,
127 degrees 0 minute East
Minesweeper Dour (AM-223), by collision, Okinawa area, 26 degrees 0 minute North, 127 degrees
0 minute East
LST562, by collision, Brunei Bay area, Borneo, 4 degrees 29 minutes North, 114 degrees 1 East
WORLD WAR II
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June 20, Wednesday: Allied forces complete their recapture of Cebu and Negros in the Philippines.
Allied forces land at Lutong, Sarawak and go on to captured Miri.
The northern part of the Prussian Rheinland become the Province of Nordrhein.
Seven Italian generals were indicted in Rome for treason, including Rudolfo Graziani, former chief of staff
and Gastone Gambara who led the expeditionary force to aid the fascist rebels in the Spanish Civil War.
Sergeant Marc Blitzstein was discharged from the United States Army at Fort Dix, New Jersey.
Aircraft from carrier task group (Rear Admiral R.E. Jennings) bombed Japanese positions on Wake Island.
United States naval vessel damaged: Motor minesweeper YMS-368, by mine, Balikpapan area, Borneo, 1
degrees 19 minutes South, 116 degrees 58 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
June 21, Thursday: The Czechoslovak government ordered that all property of collaborators was to be confiscated.
Feruccio Parri replaced Ivanoe Bonomi as prime minister of Italy.
The major island of Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands group was declared secured 82 days after our initial
landing there (the Japanese attempt to use bubonic plague and the cholera against our landing forces had been
as ineffective as their aerial suicide bombers or “Kamikaze”).
GERM WARFARE

United States naval vessels damaged:
•

Destroyer escort Halloran (DE-305), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, Okinawa area, 26
degrees 0 minute North, 128 degrees 0 minute East

•

Seaplane tender Curtiss (AV-4), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, Okinawa area, 26 degrees 10
minutes North, 127 degrees 18 minutes East
Seaplane tender Kenneth Whiting (AV-14), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, Okinawa area, 26
degrees 10 minutes North, 127 degrees 18 minutes East
Motor minesweeper YMS-335, by coastal defense gun, Balikpapan area, Borneo, 1 degree
18 minutes South, 116 degrees 50 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

•
•
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June 22, Friday: Allied forces invaded and captured Tarakan in eastern Borneo. Australians captured the Seria oil
fields in the north of the island.
Einar Gerhardsen replaced Johann Nygaardvold as Prime Minister of Norway.
General Dwight David “Ike” Eisenhower informed reporters in Abilene, Kansas that he has “no political
ambitions at all.”
The Japanese commander on Okinawa, General Ushijima, with 8 of his staff, commit suicide. American forces
declare the island secure, although “mopping up” continues for a week. Approximately 160,000 people died
in the battle for Okinawa. While the US forces were mopping up on the island of Okinawa, the last die-hard
Japanese solders were killing Okinawan civilians and then committing suicide. In the waters off the island,
over the course of the previous ten weeks, more than a thousand young Japanese men, the Kamikaze “Divine
Wind” suicide pilots with planes packed full of explosives, had dived at the US fleet — causing by way of their
own deaths the deaths of some 5,000 of the young American men. (Is it easier to get into Hell on a group
ticket?)
United States naval vessels damaged:
•
•
•

High-speed minesweeper Ellyson (DMS-19), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, Okinawa area,
26 degrees 4 minutes North, 127 degrees 55 minutes East
Motor minesweeper YMS-10, by coastal defense gun, Balikpapan area, Borneo, 1 degree
18 minutes South, 116 degrees 51 minutes East
LST534, by Kamikaze suicide plane, Okinawa area, 26 degrees 18 minutes North, 127 degrees
49 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

June 23, Saturday: Allied forces captured Aparri on the north coast of Luzon.
A new Polish government was decided upon in Moscow made up of members of the western-backed London
government and the Soviet-backed Lublin government. A three-man committee would hold the presidency
until a new president can be chosen. Edward Osubka-Morawski would continue as Prime Minister.
Willem Schermerhorn replaced Pieter Sjoerd Gerbrandy as Prime Minister of the Netherlands at The Hague.
United States naval vessel damaged: Motor minesweeper YMS-364, by coastal defense gun, Balikpapan area,
Borneo, 1 degrees 19 minutes South, 116 degrees 52 minutes East. Japanese naval vessels sunk, Java Sea:
•

Submarine chasers #42, and #113, by submarine Hardhead (SS-365), 5 degrees 50 minutes South,
114 degrees 18 minutes East
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•

Shuttleboat #833, by submarine Hardhead (SS-365), 5 degrees 50 minutes South, 114 degrees
18 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

June 24, Sunday: Allied forces landed on Halmahera Island in the Molucca Sea.
United States naval vessels damaged:
•
•

Destroyer escort Neuendorf (DE-200), by collision, Philippine Islands area, 10 degrees 41 minutes
North, 122 degrees 35 East
Motor minesweeper YMS-339, accidentally by United States bomber, Balikpapan area, Borneo,
1 degrees 19 minutes South, 116 degrees 52 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

June 25, Monday: American troops captured Tuguegarao in northern Luzon.
Australian troops complete the occupation of the Miri oilfields in Sarawak.
WORLD WAR II
An all-party conference to consider revisions to the government of India was opened at Simla by Viceroy
Viscount Wavell.
Sean Thomas O’Kelly replaced Douglas Hyde as President of Eire.
June 27, Wednesday: Bomber 44-86292, the Enola Gay, with an 11-man crew, departed from Wendover for the South
Pacific.
The Japanese government took control of all communication in the country, in preparation for an invasion.
Emil Hacha, President of Czechoslovakia in 1938 whom Führer Adolf HitlerFührer Adolf Hitler made State
President of Bohemia and Moravia, died in prison.
Thousands of Polish refugees flee from the Soviet zone of Germany to the west.
The US Federal Communications Commission allocates 13 channels for commercial television. It also
changes frequency modulation radio from 42-50 megacycles to 88-106 megacycles. 88-92 megacycles were
reserved for non-commercial use.
Dane Rudhyar marries his second wife, Eya Fechin.
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Governor Ellis G. Arnall of Georgia announced that “we of the south do not believe in social equality with the
Negro.”
The aircraft carrier USS Bunker Hill (CV-17), while operating off Okinawa, was hit by a Japanese Kamikaze.
373 died as fully armed and fueled planes on deck exploded and the ship caught fire. The ship would be able
to make it back to the Puget Sound Naval Shipyard for repairs.241
United States naval vessel damaged: Seaplane tender (small) Suisun (AVP-53), by collision, Okinawa area, 26
degrees 10 minutes North, 127 degrees 19 minutes East
United States naval vessel damaged: Destroyer Caldwell (DD-605), by mine, Brunei Bay area, Borneo, 5
degrees 7 minutes North, 115 degrees 6 minutes East
Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Submarine I-165, by naval land-based aircraft (VPB-142), Central Pacific area, 15 degrees
28 minutes North, 153 degrees 39 minutes East
Submarine chaser #2, by submarine Blueback (SS-326), Java Sea, 7 degrees 25 minutes South,
116 degrees 0 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

June 28, Thursday: Suite française op.248 for orchestra by Darius Milhaud was performed for the initial time, in New
York.
General Douglas MacArthur announced that combat operations in Luzon were over despite the fact that many
Japanese units had not yet surrendered their weapons.
Tomasz Arciszewski, president of the Polish government in London, gave over power to Edward OsóbkaMorawski. The transfer of power was effective upon their arrival in Warsaw from the Moscow conference.
United States naval vessels damaged, Balikpapan area, Borneo:
•
•

Motor minesweeper YMS-47, by mine, 1 degrees 19 minutes South, 116 degrees 55 minutes East
Motor minesweeper YMS-49, by coastal defense gun, 1 degrees 0 minute South, 117 degrees
0 minute East

Japanese naval vessel sunk:
•

Destroyer Enoki, by mine, Sea of Japan, 35 degrees 26 minutes North, 135 degrees 44 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

241. The kamikaze effort had first been organized by Vice-Admiral Takijiro Onishi during October 1944 as a Special Attack Force
called “Shimpu” and had begun with 23 volunteer pilots. Another unit was soon afterward formed using the name kamikaze or
Divine Wind after a typhoon that had destroyed a Mongol invasion fleet in the year 1281. The grand scorecard: during 10 kamikaze
attacks in the vicinity of Okinawa, 11 Allied ships were sunk and 102 damaged, and 2,668 died counting the suicide pilots
themselves. During the entire war 288 United States Navy ships were hit by Japanese kamikazes of which 34 sank. These aerial
suicide missions consumed 1,465 aircraft and therefore 1,465 pilots (not to mention the seamen who perished after being welded
inside the two-man piloted torpedoes termed kaiten).
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June 29, Friday: The Simla Conference on Indian government, unable to agree on a list of ministers, recessed.
By a treaty signed on this day in Moscow, Czechoslovakia ceded Ruthenia to the USSR.
WORLD WAR II
June 30, Saturday: US Representative John Rankin of the House of Representatives’s Un-American Activities
Committee announced a major investigation of the film industry, indicating that this was “the greatest hotbed
of subversive activities in the United States.” It was “one of the most dangerous plots ever instigated for the
overthrow of this government.” Against such an internal enemy the most powerful navy in the world is
impotent to protect us!
Naval vessels on hand (all types) 67,952.
Personnel:

Navy.......3,383,196
Marine Corps....476,709
Coast Guard....171,192
Total personnel..4,031,097

United States naval vessels damaged, Balikpapan area, Borneo:
•
•

Destroyer Smith (DD-378), by coastal defense gun, 1 degrees 17 minutes South, 116 degrees
53 minutes East
Minesweeper YMS-314, by mine, 1 degrees 18 minutes South, 116 degrees 51 minutes East

Japanese naval vessel sunk: Destroyer Nara, by mine, Sea of Japan, 33 degrees 54 minutes North, 130 degrees
49 minutes East.
WORLD WAR II
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SUMMER 1945
Summer: Severe famine struck Hanoi and surrounding areas, eventually resulting in 2,000,000 deaths from starvation
(out of a population of 10,000,000, this would amount to one of every five persons). The famine would
generate political unrest and peasant revolts against the Japanese and the remnants of French colonial society.
Ho Chi Minh would capitalize on the turmoil in the spreading of his Viet Minh movement.
WORLD WAR II
Late Summer: Douglas Engelbart was a 20-year-old radar technician working in the Philippines as part of the Army
demobilization effort. Fortunately, in his vicinity was a nice Red Cross library, up on stilts, a cool, airy
structure with lots of polished bamboo, that could be a sort of refuge for him from the insanity of it all — and
in this refuge he chanced upon the July 1945 issue of The Atlantic Monthly, and its signal event in the
development of ELECTRIC WALDEN, a bomb expert’s — Dr. Vannevar Bush’s — “As We May Think”
article about a “Memex” devise based upon microfilm technology.
WORLD WAR II

ELECTRIC

WALDEN

“The inheritance from the master becomes, not only
his additions to the world’s record, but for his
disciples the entire scaffolding by which they were
erected.”
— Dr. Vannevar Bush, “As We May Think,”
The Atlantic Monthly, September 1945
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JULY 1945
July:

Edward F. Carnahan committed suicide by jumping off the Golden Gate Bridge.
Dropping or spraying the herbicide “LN-8” from the air onto enemy croplands was determined by our
government to be the most effective distribution method. In a test using an SPD Mark 2 bomb, one originally
crafted to distribute biological weapons such as anthrax or ricin, the shell burst at a prearranged height and sent
down a rain of this chemical agent of death.
SECRET MEDICAL EXPERIMENTS

Following the defeat of Nazi Germany, World War II Allies including the US, Britain, and the Soviet Union
would hold the Potsdam Conference in Germany to plan the post-war world. Vietnam was considered a minor
item on the agenda. In order to disarm the Japanese in Vietnam, the Allies divided the country in half at the
16th parallel. Chinese Nationalists would move in and disarm the Japanese north of the parallel while the
British would move in and do the same for the south. During the conference, representatives from France
requested the return of all French pre-war colonies in Southeast Asia (Indochina). This request was honored,
and in the postwar world, following the removal of the Japanese, Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia would once
again become French colonies.

President Harry S Truman, our naïf, would sail home from the conference exclaiming “I like old Joe! He is a
decent fellow.”

FOR HE’S A DECENT FELLOW, FOR HE’S ...
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July 1, Sunday: U.S., British, and French troops moved into Berlin, Germany. Zones of occupation for Germany and
Austria, administered by France, Great Britain, the USSR and the United States, go into effect.
Australian troops landed at Balikpapan on the east coast of Borneo from the naval attack group of Rear
Admiral A.G. Noble, under cover provided by Allied naval gunfire and attack by Allied aircraft.
Japanese naval vessel sunk: Coast defense vessel #72, by submarine Haddo (SS-255), Yellow Sea, 38 degrees
8 minutes North, 124 degrees 38 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

Allied troops occupied Liuchow in south China.
Irving Fine was promoted to faculty instructor in music at Harvard University.
July 2, Monday: Submarine Barb (SS-220) bombarded enemy installations at Kaihyo Island off the east coast of
Karafuto; this was the first successful use of rockets against shore positions by a United States submarine.
Japanese naval vessel sunk: Submarine chaser #188, by mine, Sea of Japan, 33 degrees 59 minutes North, 130
degrees 52 minutes East
The American command declared the Okinawa campaign complete. The three month battle has caused the
deaths of almost 200,000 people, including 75,000 civilians.
WORLD WAR II
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July 3, Tuesday: Processional (Funeral March) op.36a for orchestra by Wallingford Riegger was performed for the
initial time, in Moscow.
The 1st civilian passenger car made in the US since 1942 rolled off the assembly line of the Ford Motor Co.
in Detroit.
Béla Bartók traveled from Montréal across the border into the United States in order to gain an official
immigrant status.
Commander United States Naval Forces Germany established its headquarters at Frankfurt am Main (for Vice
Admiral R.L. Ghormley).
United States naval vessel damaged: Oiler Ashtabula (A0-51), by collision, Okinawa area, 25 degrees 9
minutes North, 128 degrees 47 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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Our national birthday, Wednesday the 4th of July: In Berlin, Germany in a formal ceremony involving a 48gun salute, the Stars and Stripes was being hoisted over the Adolf Hitler Barracks (before this year, as everyone
present for the ceremony appreciated, it would have been hard to imagine something like this being allowed
to happen on the 4th of July).
CELEBRATING OUR B-DAY
WORLD WAR II

With written permission from the park authorities, Roland Wells Robbins, an amateur archeologist who lived
on the old Cambridge turnpike, began to search for the remains of Henry Thoreau’s habitation near the shore
of Walden Pond.

ELECTRIC

WALDEN

In the
July issue of The Atlantic Monthly, which was on the newsstand in Concord while Robbins was
digging at Walden Pond, we saw another signal event in the development of ELECTRIC
WALDEN:
Dr. Vannevar Bush, a bomb expert, had finally found a forum for his pioneering article “As We May Think,”
the foundation thinking on the MEMEX or memory-expander (an idea for a personal computer of sorts, and
on hypertext).
450 US bombers drop 3,000 tons of incendiaries on Tokushima, Takamatsu, Kochi, and Himeji.

Several works by Charles Koechlin were performed for the initial time, at the Ecole Normale, Paris: Six of Les
chants de Nectaire for flute op.198, Soir païen op.35/4 for voice and piano to words of Samain, and Il pleure
dans mon coeur op.22/4 for voice and piano to words of Verlaine, 44 years after it was composed.
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July 5, Thursday: Prime Minister John Curtin of Australia died of heart disease at his residence in Canberra.
A general election was held in Great Britain, but results would not be posted until July 25th after the votes of
overseas British military personnel could be counted.
The United States and Great Britain recognized the new government in Poland.
The US military government seized all assets of I.G. Farbenindustrie A.G. within their zone of occupation.
US President Harry S Truman ordered that Goodyear Tire and Rubber Company’s plants being struck in
Akron, Ohio be seized and occupied and operated by the federal government.
General of the Army Douglas “Dugout Doug” MacArthur announced the liberation of the Philippine Islands.
United States naval vessel damaged: Destroyer Smith (DD-378), accidentally by depth charge, Balikpapan
area, Borneo, 1 degree 0 minutes South, 117 degrees 0 minutes East
Japanese naval vessel sunk: Auxiliary submarine chaser #37, by submarine Lizardfish (SS-373), off Java,
Netherlands East Indies area, 8 degrees 10 minutes South, 114 degrees 50 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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July 6, Friday: Francis Michael Forde replaced John Curtin as Prime Minister of Australia.
The government of Czechoslovakia announced that about 3,000,000 Sudeten Czechs who accepted German
citizenship would be transferred to Germany over the next 18 months. Their property would be confiscated for
reparations.
The US government banned sleeper cars on all civilian train journeys of less than 450 miles so that the cars
might be used for military purposes.
Goodyear workers in Akron, Ohio returned to work.
Nicaragua becomes the first country to ratify the Charter of the United Nations.
Bomber 44-86292, better known nowadays as the Enola Gay, arrived at Guam, where additional modifications
to the bomb bay would be made. It would then be flown on, to the island of Tinian in the Marianas, where our
CBs were busy in the construction of a long, heavy-duty airstrip.

WORLD WAR II

Eagle Valor, Chicken Mind
Unhappy country what wings you have. Even here,
Nothing important to protect, and ocean-far from the nearest enemy, what a cloud
Of bombers amazes the coast mountain, what a hornet-swarm of fighters,
and day and night the guns practising.
Unhappy, eagle wings and beak, chicken brain.
Weep (it is frequent in human affairs) weep for the terrible magnificence of the means,
The ridiculous incompetence of the reasons, the bloody and shabby
Pathos of the result.
— Robinson Jeffers
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July 9, Monday: Mecklenburg was formed by joining Mecklenburg with part of Pomerania.
The Brazilian cruiser Baia strikes a mine and sank off the Brazilian coast. 300 lives were lost.
L’appel de la montagne, a ballet by Arthur Honegger to a story by le Bret, was performed for the initial time,
at the Paris Opéra.
Frank Lloyd Wright displays his model for the Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum of Non-Objective Painting
in New York City.
United States naval vessel sunk: Motor minesweeper YMS-B4, by mine, Balikpapan area, Borneo, 1 degrees
19 minutes South, 116 degrees 48 minutes East
Japanese naval vessel sunk: Auxiliary submarine chaser #50, by submarine Bluefish (SS-121), off Malaya, 2
degrees 13 minutes North, 105 degrees 3 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

July 10, Tuesday: El Salvador ratified the Charter of the United Nations.

Aircraft from fast carrier task force (Vice Admiral J.S. McCain) attacked airfields on the Tokyo plain. 1,022
American planes were involved.
United States naval vessel sunk: Submarine chaser SC-511, foundered, Solomon Islands area, 11 degrees 3
minutes South, 164 degrees 50 minutes East
United States naval vessel damaged: LST1107, by grounding, Okinawa area, 26 degrees 21 minutes North,
126 degrees 47 minutes East
Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Destroyer Sakura, by mine, Sea of Japan, 35 degrees 50 minutes North, 135 degrees 20 minutes
East
Minesweeper #27, by submarine Runner (SS-476), off northern Honshu, Japan, 39 degrees
20 minutes North, 142 degrees 7 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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July 12, Thursday: Several thousand tons of napalm were again dropped on the Japanese in Luzon.
Bomber 44-86292, the Enola Gay, and crew resumed training.

United States naval vessel damaged: Submarine chaser PC-582, by grounding, Philippine Islands area, 11
degrees 5 minutes North, 125 degrees 20 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
July 13, Friday: Joseph Benedict Chifley replaced Francis Michael Forde as prime minister of Australia.
The province of Hessen-Pfalz was created by joining the Pfalz from Bavaria with the district of Rheinhessen
from Hessen-Darmstadt. Baden and Württemberg were separated. The northern sections of both become the
State of Württemberg. The Southern part was joined to Sigmaringen to form Südwürttemberg-Hohenzollern.
Italy declared war on Japan.
WORLD WAR II
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July 14, Saturday: The Simla Conference on the future of Indian government ended in failure.
General Dwight David “Ike” Eisenhower was able to announce that the Supreme Headquarters of the Allied
Expeditionary Force (SHAEF) was closing, its mission accomplished.
Some of the interned Japanese Americans had become, understandably, just furious at the manner in which
their US citizenship was being disregarded, and had determined that they needed to respond by renouncing
such citizenship (what can one say, they needed to figure out how to respond to these constant racial insults,
and this was a way one might respond). On this day President Harry S Truman signed Presidential
Proclamation No. 2655 enabling his Attorney General to remove from the United States of America any
persons whom he might deem to be “renunciants”: “All alien enemies now or hereafter interned within the
continental limits of the United States who shall be deemed by the Attorney General to be dangerous to the
public peace and safety of the United States because they have adhered to the aforesaid enemy governments
or to the principles of government thereof shall be subject under the order of the Attorney General to removal
from the United States and may be required to depart therefrom in accordance with such regulations as he may
prescribe.”
Heitor Villa-Lobos founded the Academia Brasileira de Música in Rio de Janeiro.
Aircraft from fast carrier task force (Vice Admiral J.S. McCain) bombed shipping, rail facilities, and ground
installations in northern Honshu and Hokkaido, Japan; attack would be repeated on 15 July.
Battleships, cruisers, and destroyers (Rear Admiral J. F. Shafroth) bombarded the coastal city of Kamaishi,
Honshu, Japan; this was the first naval gunfire bombardment of the Japanese homeland.
United States naval vessels damaged: LST684 and LST816, by grounding, Okinawa area, 26 degrees 12
minutes North, 127 degrees 57 minutes East.
Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•
•

Destroyer Tachibana, by carrier-based aircraft, off northern Honshu, Japan, 41 degrees 48 minutes
North, 140 degrees 41 minutes East
Submarine I-351, by submarine Bluefish (SS-222), off Borneo, 4 degrees 30 minutes North,
110 degrees 0 minute East
Coast defense vessels #65 and #74, by carrier-based aircraft, off northern Honshu, Japan,
42 degrees 21 minutes North, 140 degrees 59 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

July 15, Sunday: The blackout of London was terminated. Street lights glowed again.
The US government ended blackout restrictions in 8 western states.
Battleships, cruisers, and destroyers (Rear Admiral O.C. Badger) bombarded steel and iron works at Muroran
on southern coast of Hokkaido, Japan.
United States naval vessels damaged:
•

Destroyer Flusser (DD-368), by collision, Balikpapan area, Borneo, 1 degrees 27 minutes South,
117 degrees 0 minute East
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•

Light minelayer Thomas E. Fraser (DM-24), by collision, Okinawa area, 26 degrees 13 minutes
North, 127 degrees 50 minutes East

Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Minesweeper #24, by carrier-based aircraft, off northern Honshu, 41 degrees 38 minutes North,
141 degrees 0 minute East
Coast defense vessel #219, by carrier-based aircraft, off northern Honshu, 41 degrees 48 minutes
North, 140 degrees 41 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

July 16, before dawn: Richard Harkey, a little boy, was waiting with his father for the train to arrive in Ancho, near
Alamagordo, New Mexico, south of Albuquerque, when he and his father heard a very, very loud blast. He
tells us now that his father suspected that the steam locomotive on the train for which they were waiting had
blown up, somewhere down the tracks. But they would find out that nothing ordinary was the reason for this
particular very, very loud blast. The 1st atomic device, known as “The Gadget,” had just been detonated atop
a tower at nearby Trinity test site, and a new world had just come into being.242
ATOM BOMB
All life was ended within a couple of kilometers of the gynormous explosion. The temperature at ground zero
was three times hotter than the surface of the sun. The steel tower atop which the device had been placed was
turned to gas. Windows were blown out at a distance of 320 kilometers. Light from the blast was apparent at
a distance of 650 kilometers.

TIMELINE OF EXPLOSIONS
A short while before, when General Leslie R. Groves had briefed President Harry S Truman, he had suggested
that if the president now failed to detonate this device which had cost the nation $2 billion (like $26 billion in

242. The Manhattan Project yielded three atomic bombs, each of which needed to be tested. The first of these bombs was a device
known as “Gadget,” and because the Plutonium239 bomb mechanism was more complicated and failure-prone, was a test model of
that device. The next bomb, this time a device meant to be dropped from an aircraft, was know as “Little Boy” and was our
Uranium238 model. It would be tested in warfare over the city of Hiroshima, which had purposefully been left untouched so that
the bomb damage could be accurately assessed. The U238 bomb did not have a test model not only because it was a very simple
design but also because Oak Ridge had not yet enriched enough U238 to create two devices. The third bomb was the Pt239 model
know as “Fat Man” and was the same design as the “Gadget” but prepared to be dropped from an aircraft. It would be tested in
warfare over the city of Nagasaki, which had purposefully been left untouched so that the bomb damage could be accurately
assessed and compared with the bomb damage resulting from our other design. We had to rush to get this one dropped before Japan
had a chance to surrender unconditionally, as we simply had to obtain some objective basis for determining which of the two
programs, the U238 program or the Pt239 program, should be continued in the postwar world, and which discontinued.
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today’s money) it would “cast a lot of reflection on Mr. Roosevelt,” whose portrait was hanging on the wall.

“He went along for the ride like a little boy on a toboggan,” this fat-assed Atom General reported. Truman
would soon be writing in his diary “It may be the fire destruction prophesied in the Euphrates Valley Area,
after Noah and his famous Ark.” However, this leader would not get everything he wanted, because he wanted
to drop one of his two remaining A-bombs on Kyoto. If we dropped on an “intellectual center” such as Kyoto

rather than merely on industrial port cities such as Hiroshima and Nagasaki, he felt, the people down there on
the ground, being more intelligent, would be “more apt to appreciate the significance” of what had happened
to them. The question I would raise, and the reason why I have inserted this material in this database, is, what
if General Groves had been attempting to sell this bomb to Henry David Thoreau? (Yeah, I do know that’s
ridiculous.) Having, say, refreshed his recollections of WALDEN and “Life without Principle” the night before,
what would Groves have felt it appropriate to say to Thoreau, more or less in the vein of his gesturing toward
the image of FDR on the wall, the father figure Truman wanted so much not to disappoint? And how would
Thoreau have then responded to him? Would the fat-assed Atom General have been able to come out of the
cabin and stand in the sunlight by the pond and report to his colleagues “He went along for the ride like a little
boy on a toboggan”?

Or would our atomic era, encountered by one man of principle, have ended before it began, with the cork put
firmly back in this bottle?

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

WORLD WAR II

WWII

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE
The poem “Locksley Hall” by Alfred, Lord Tennyson, written in 1837-1838,243 describes the frustrated
yearnings of a young man who has been denied a woman he desired. The poem contains a phrase
there rain’d a ghastly dew
From the nations’ airy navies

In 1910, a Missourian named Harry S Truman had considered that this constituted a legitimation for whatever
viciousness he needed to perpetrate in life. A life agenda for a “show me” guy. For the result imagined in
Tennyson’s poem is an earth finally at peace:
the war drum throbbed no longer, and the battle flags were furled
In the Parliament of man, the Federation of the world.

This poem somehow constituted for that young man from Missouri a dip into the future far as human eye could
see, something he could hope for and fantasize about and scheme for, a vision of the world and all the wonder
that would be. A poet had told him that out of the greatest evil, a final good could come. In 1945 President
Truman pulled this creased slip of paper out of his billfold and showed it to a reporter, at a signal moment in
his life.244 Truman was elated because he was sailing toward Potsdam for the end-of-war conference to decide
the global configuration of politics, July 7-August 2, 1945, after having been briefed on a trump card for the
negotiations, the Manhattan Project’s development of an ultimate indiscriminate weapon of war, a terror
device that could be aimed –aimed only– at cities of workers, women, and children:
“The intent was to terrorize a nation to the maximum
extent, and there is nothing like nuking civilians
to achieve that effect.”
— William Langewiesche, THE ATOMIC BAZAAR:
THE RISE OF THE NUCLEAR POOR,
NY: Farrar, Straus & Giroux, 2007

243. NORTON ANTHOLOGY OF ENGLISH LITERATURE, 4th Edition, NY 1979, W.W. Norton & Company, II:1117-23.
244. Franklin, H. Bruce, 1989, “Fatal Fiction: A Weapon to End All Wars,” The Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists 45, Number 9
(November 1989):18-25.
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Taking this creased slip of paper into consideration, the stories that are told about the American decision to
drop the atom bomb are incredible. Taking this creased slip of paper into consideration, there is only one
explanation that is plausible.

Carolyn Eisenberg of Hofstra University, who has had occasion to make careful study of the primary
documents of the Truman presidency, including many transcripts of many White House meetings, comments
that we should be most careful in condemning this very limited man because “What’s very striking about
Truman is that very often he just doesn’t know what’s going on.... He just has no understanding of the policies
being made in his name.” Taking that into consideration, what we have to ask ourselves in considering his role
in the dropping of the atomic bomb on Hiroshima and Nagasaki would be, was this one of the occasions on
which his staff pulled the wool over his eyes? Or, on the other hand, was this one of the occasions on which
he was fully alert, and fully briefed, and directed and led others into the way of wickedness? —I would say
that this creased slip of paper that he pulled out of his billfold to show to a reporter establishes, establishes
definitively, that there is no excuse to be made for this limited man in this particular regard. For this
viciousness he bears a full measure of responsibility.
US warships shelled Muroran on Hokkaido Island.
This day was the first day of the Potsdam Conference. Robinson Jeffers would write the following on the basis
of President Truman’s conduct while sailing home from the Potsdam conference:

Moment of Glory
They have their moments, and if one loved them they ought to die in those moments:
but who could love them?
Consider Churchill contemplating the ditch where his great enemy’s
Body was burned in the roaring ruins of Berlin — and turning away, grinning,
making his cockney
Victory-gesture. Consider Hitler prancing stiff-legged over fallen France.
Consider little Truman,
That innocent man sailing home from Potsdam – rejoicing, running about the ship,
telling all and sundry
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That the awful power that feeds the life of the stars had been tricked down
Into the common stews and shambles.
Contemptible people? Certainly.
But how they enjoy their points of glory.245

Our poet was severely persecuted and censored for his attitude toward the Second World War and toward our
leaders in it.
Robin Jeffers, our pre-eminent West Coast poet of place, in all his life never read Thoreau, our pre-eminent
East Coast poet of place. He also never found out, prior to his death in 1962 in Carmel CA, that while the
president he had so savagely criticized for his disgraceful conduct subsequent to the Potsdam conference
had been sailing toward that conference, an incident quite as damning had already occurred.
It would be an interesting exercise, to attempt to construct, on the basis of some similar psychology of some
similar individuals with whom Thoreau had to deal during the war against Mexico during his lifetime, what
Henry David Thoreau would have had to say about all this WWII craziness.
J. Robert Oppenheimer and General Leslie Groves ordered that the gun and bullet components of the atomic
bomb to be dropped on Hiroshima, Little Boy, be loaded aboard the newly repaired heavy cruiser USS
Indianapolis (CA-35), and Charles Butler McVay III, its captain, received orders to steam at full speed to the
island of Tinian where we were establishing a long, heavy airstrip, making “all possible haste.”246
WORLD WAR II

245. THE DOUBLE AXE, page 137. Despite the fact that the war had been over for a couple-three years, this volume of poetry would
be heavily censored by Bennett Cerf and Saxe Commins of Random House, and even in its abbreviated condition, with ten poems
absent, would be allowed to appear only with a publisher’s disclaimer message in regard to “the political views pronounced by the
poet.” In this poem, the publisher objected to “little Truman,” and Jeffers allowed them to alter it to “Harry Truman,” since it really
mattered to them, but pointed out to them that the President was “little” only in a historical sense — since in person in physical
actuality he was taller than Winston Churchill, and taller than Adolf Hitler. To the publisher’s objection that the poet was too easy
on Hitler, the poet responded that the whole world was full of people cursing Hitler — but also the poet would agree that “Hitler
deserves worse than he gets.”
246. Initially, Oppenheimer would attempt to justify his role in the Manhattan Project on the grounds that this new big bomb might
be a deterrent to future warfare, ushering in Immanuel Kant’s era of perpetual peace (perchance he also believed in the tooth fairy).
Later on, after this pathetic ploy had been crushed by the weight of history, in 1962, he would attempt a rather more elaborate selfjustification according to which he had been just another scientist: “It is a profound and necessary truth, that the deep things in
science are not found because they are useful; they are found because it was possible to find them.”
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July 17, Tuesday: Aircraft from fast carrier task force (Vice Admiral J.S. McCain) and British fast carrier task force
(Vice Admiral H. B. Rawlings, RN) attacked airfields near Tokyo. The British force would continue to operate
as part of the United States Third Fleet (Admiral W.F. Halsey) until the termination of hostilities.
Battleships, cruisers, and destroyers (Rear Admiral O.C. Badger) bombarded industrialized Mito-Hitachi area,
Honshu, Japan.
US President Harry S Truman, British Prime Minister Winston Churchill, and Communist Party General
Secretary Stalin came together in Potsdam, 16 miles outside Berlin, to discuss the post-war world, in a meeting
that would last until August 2d.

READ THE FULL TEXT
The Belgian Chamber of Deputies voted to bar the return of King Leopold without their permission. Six
cabinet members resigned. The King asserted that he would not abdicate without a popular referendum on the
issue.
WORLD WAR II
July 18, Wednesday: Australian troops took the Samboja oil fields, which were ablaze.
The Belgian Senate agreed to the action taken on the previous day in the Chamber of Deputies.
The Brazilian Expeditionary Force returned to Rio de Janeiro and was awarded a tumultuous welcome.
US President Harry S Truman made an entry in his handwritten diary, referring to a “telegram from Jap
emperor asking for peace.”
WORLD WAR II

Tricky Japs — it was all over but the shouting. From this point forward, every American soldier who would
have to die in combat, would have to die for US political reasons rather than for any military exigency (just
as, at Pearl Harbor and in the Philippines at the beginning of the conflict, they had had to die because first they
had been deliberately positioned for entirely political reasons in harm’s way, as bait, and then they could not
be alerted to the fact that they were about to be attacked in these exposed positions, because their Commanderin-Chief considered it to be a political imperative that the Japanese be forced by him to remove his ability to
make any prompt response in the Pacific theatre of war — and thus allow him the good excuse that he needed
before the court of American public opinion, to focus first as he desired upon the European theatre of
operations).
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Aircraft from the fast carrier task forces of the Third Fleet (Admiral W.F. Halsey) strike Yokosuka Naval Base
and airfields in the Tokyo area.
Cruisers and destroyers (Rear Admiral C.F. Holden) bombarded shore installations at Cape Nojima, Honshu,
Japan.
Carrier-based aircraft bombed Wake Island.
United States naval vessel damaged:
•

Transport George F. Elliott (AP-105), by unknown cause, Okinawa area, 26 degrees 14 minutes
North, 127 degrees 50 minutes East

Japanese naval vessel sunk:
•

Coast defense vessel #112, by submarine Barb (SS-220), off Karafuto, Japan, 46 degrees 3 minutes
North, 142 degrees 16 minutes East

July 19, Thursday: United States Destroyer Thatcher (DD-514) was damaged by a Kamikaze suicide plane in the
vicinity of Okinawa, at 26 degrees 15 minutes North, 127 degrees 50 minutes East.
Friend Agnes Carol Zens Kellam wrote from Washington DC to her husband, Friend John R. Kellam, who was
being held in a federal penitentiary for having refused to participate in the killing:
My Dearest:
... The Friends had a shower for me at the Meeting House, Sunday

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

WORLD WAR II

WWII

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE
afternoon, July 8. I received many lovely gifts for the baby....
The Meeting House Friends are giving me a high chair and more
than enough money for the doctor’ bill and for two months’
diaper-washing service. Allen said there was no collection taken
— that people had been asking him if they couldn’t help in some
way, so he had just let them know about the shower. So thee sees
that our Friends are thinking of us. I was amazed at their
generosity toward us, and didn’t know what to say, but I
appreciate their thoughtfulness very, very much.
I had this letter from thy Mom, dated July 12: “Thank you, thank
you, for relieving my mind about John. I knew that something was
very wrong and I kept thinking that perhaps he was being a
‘guinea pig’ of some sort, and it was driving me crazy. Please
don’t encourage any more ‘sacrifice,’ will you? He has an
immediate duty to you and me and to his child, which is more
important than any so-called sacrificial expression of Spirit.
I warned him about hunger strikes or other demonstrations of
martyr complexes, before I left him.... I shall continue to pray
that he be kept safe and well in body and mind and spirit....”
I don’t think it would do much harm to tell her of thy hunger
strike after it was all over and thee was recovering so nicely.
I didn’t expect her to be so concerned, but I can understand why
she should be. Does thee think thee can write to her and Alex?
All my love to thee, darling, Thy Cary
WORLD WAR II

THE FUTURE IS MOST READILY PREDICTED IN RETROSPECT

World War II

“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project
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July 20, Friday: 600 US bombers attacked Choshi, Hitachi, Fukui, Okasazki, and Amagasaki.
American Cyanamid Co. announced in New York that it had synthesized folic acid.
Paul Valéry died in Paris at the age of 73.

A communication intercept accomplished on this day would be carefully studied within the US government,
as it revealed that Ambassador Sato was advocating surrender providing only that the United States assure the
Japanese that their “Imperial House” would remain in existence. (This of course supported the attitude of
Deputy Director for the Far East George Edward Taylor of the Office of War Information and others that the
military were ripe for surrender. However, neither President Franklin Delano Roosevelt nor Harry S Truman
would prove willing to credit such reports, as both were determined that they were going to indulge themselves
in a spasm of civilian-killing with their new A-bomb toy.)

Japanese Minesweeper #39 was sunk by submarine Threadfin (SS-410) in the Yellow Sea at 35 degrees
1 minute North, 125 degrees 42 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
July 21, Saturday: Beginning today and over the next three days, US soldiers search all buildings and people in their
German occupation zone. 80,000 people were arrested, but many of those were released once they establish
their identification.
United States naval vessel damaged: Attack transport Marathon (APA-200), by Japanese piloted suicide
torpedo, Okinawa area, 26 degrees 13 minutes North, 127 degrees 50 minutes East
The USS Underhill (DD-682) was sunk by a Japanese submarine in the same area in which the USS
Indianapolis (CA-35) would later be sunk. Because of the nature of a general directive from the Chief of Naval
Operations, Fleet Admiral Ernest J. King, it would not be possible to provide Captain Charles B. McVay III
with this information, nor would he be informed that Japanese submarines I-58 and I-367 had been operating
in the area.
WORLD WAR II
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July 22, Sunday: Fanfare for the 99th Fighter Squadron for orchestra by William Grant Still was performed for the
initial time, in the Hollywood Bowl, Los Angeles.
Cruiser and destroyer task force (Rear Admiral J.H. Brown) bombarded Japanese installations at Suribachi,
Paramushiro, Kurile Islands.
WORLD WAR II

July 23, Monday: Magdeburg, Halle-Merseburg and Anhalt were joined to form the province of Sachsen-Anhalt.
The trial of Marshal Henri-Philippe Petain began in Paris.
August DeMont committed suicide by jumping off the Golden Gate Bridge, with 5-year-old Marilyn DeMont.
A landing party from the submarine Barb (SS-220) blew up an enemy train on east coast of Karafuto.
Japanese naval vessel sunk: Submarine chaser #227, by submarine Hardhead (SS-365), off Java, Netherlands
East Indies, 8 degrees 10 minutes South, 115 degrees 29 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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July 26, Thursday: The USS Indianapolis (CA-35) arrived at Tinian and the gun and bullet components of the atomic
bomb to be dropped over Hiroshima, Little Boy, were off-loaded. Captain Charles B. McVay III received
orders to proceed to Guam and then Leyte for gunnery practice on August 2nd with the USS Idaho (BB-42).
The message the Idaho received about the Indianapolis was garbled but no request was made for
retransmission, so the officers of the Idaho were unaware of the Indianapolis being en route.

The governments of the United States, Great Britain and China demanded the unconditional surrender of
Japan. “The alternative for Japan was complete and utter destruction.”
The results of the British general election were promulgated giving the Labour Party a majority in the House
of Commons, up 227 seats from the last Parliament. Prime Minister Winston Churchill tendered his
resignation. King George VI asked Clement Attlee to form a new government.
The US War Production Board announced that a new insecticide, DDT, would soon be available to the public.
The ballet The Ivory Tower was performed for the initial time, in Oakland. The music was a chamber
orchestration of Darius Milhaud’s La muse ménagère.
In the port of Cheribon in northern Java, on a day in late July, a Japanese submarine took on its deck 90
European civilian prisoners. The group included women and children. As dusk fell the submarine left port,
traveling on the surface. Fearful, many of the women began to sob. After about an hour the submarine began
to submerge and they were all swept into the shark-infested seas. There would be a survivor, who would be
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picked up by three Javanese fishermen minus an arm and a foot. He would, before he bled out, be able to
inform these fishermen of what had happened. The fishermen, fearful that the Japanese would kill them, let his
body slip back into the sea and for the time being held their tongues. (Soon they would be able to repeat this
man’s story to the authorities but, as the Japanese destroyed all their naval files and records of ship movements
at the end of the war, the identity of this submarine and its commander would not be ascertained.)
US President Harry S Truman issued the Potsdam Declaration that the Japanese surrender must be
unconditional.

United States Destroyer Lowry (DD-770) was damaged by an explosion in the Philippine Sea, at 19 degrees
30 minutes North, 128 degrees 0 minute East.
WORLD WAR II
July 27: Allied forces occupied Kweilin in southern China.
July 27, Friday: United States naval vessel damaged: Cargo ship Ganymede (AK-104), by collision, Philippine Islands
area, 11 degrees 11 minutes North, 125 degrees 5 minutes East
Japanese naval vessel sunk: Transport #176, by Army aircraft, off southern Kyushu, Japan, 31 degrees 0
minute North, 130 degrees 33 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
July 28, Saturday: The Japanese government announced that they would be “ready to talk peace only when the whole
of East Asia was freed from Anglo-American colonial exploitation….”
Prime Minister Clement Atlee arrived at Potsdam to took the place of Winston Churchill.
The United States ratified the Charter of the United Nations.
A fog-bound B-25 bomber crashed into the 78th and 79th floors of the Empire State Building in New York
City. The crew of 3 aboard the plane and 10 in the building were killed, and 25 injured.
TIMELINE OF ACCIDENTS

On the island of Guam, Captain Charles B. McVay III requested an escort –such escort vessels were always
provided for heavy warships of the class of the USS Indianapolis (CA-35)– but in this case the request was
denied. The ship had to make the trip from Guam to Leyte unescorted and without the ability to detect enemy
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subs — this was the 1st heavy warship to be exposed in such a manner in the entire course of the Second World
War. The orders received gave the captain discretion as to whether or not to zigzag.
United States naval vessel damaged: Destroyer Prichett (DD-561), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane,
Okinawa area, 25 degrees 43 minutes North, 126 degrees 56 minutes East
United States naval vessel sunk: Destroyer Callaghan (DD-792), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane,
Okinawa area, 25 degrees 43 minutes North, 126 degrees 55 minutes East (the Callaghan would be the final
Allied vessel to be sunk by a Kamikaze).
Aircraft from fast carrier task forces of the Third Fleet (Admiral W.F. Halsey) struck the Inland Sea area of
Japan, between Nagoya and northern Kyushu, the principal target being Kure Naval Base. Japanese naval
vessels sunk in the Inland Sea area of Japan:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Aircraft carrier Amagi, by carrier-based aircraft, 34 degrees 11 minutes North, 132 degrees
30 minutes East
Heavy cruiser Tone, by carrier-based aircraft, 34 degrees 14 minutes North, 132 degrees 27 minutes
East
Old heavy cruiser Izumo, by carrier-based aircraft, 34 degrees 14 minutes North, 132 degrees
30 minutes East
Light cruiser Oyodo, by carrier-based aircraft, 34 degrees 13 minutes North, 132 degrees
25 minutes East
Destroyer Nashi, by carrier-based aircraft, 34 degrees 14 minutes North, 132 degrees 30 minutes
East
Submarine I-372, by carrier-based aircraft, 33 degrees 0 minute North, 133 degrees 0 minutes East

July 29, Sunday: Japanese Prime Minister Suzuki says it would “took no notice” of the ultimatum of July 26.
Battleships, cruisers, and destroyers (Rear Admiral J.F. Shafroth) bombarded shops, aircraft factory, and other
facilities at Hamamatsu, Honshu, Japan.
United States naval vessels damaged, Okinawa area:
•

Destroyer Cassin Young (DD-793), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees 8 minutes
North, 127 degrees 58 minutes East
• High-speed transport Horace A. Bass (APD-124), by Japanese Kamikaze suicide plane, 26 degrees
17 minutes North, 127 degrees 34 minutes East
Japanese naval vessel sunk:
•

Submarine chaser #207, by Army aircraft, off Kyushu, Japan, 32 degrees 0 minute North,
130 degrees 0 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

July 29, just after midnight: The 13th and final US destroyer to sink near Okinawa was the USS Callaghan, which at
0041 hours was hit by a Japanese Kamikaze (48 died, including, of course, the suicidal guy in that airplane).
Only the day before the crew had been alerted that their ship had orders that, upon being relieved by the USS
Laws at 0200 hours, it was to proceed to the port of San Francisco, California.
WORLD WAR II
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July 30, Monday: This week’s edition of TIME Magazine reported that “In Minneapolis, 35 C.O.s (Conscientious
Objectors) have been voluntarily starving for six months. Under the watchful eyes of four religious service
committees (Brethren, Quaker, Mennonite and Unitarian), these ‘human guinea pigs’ of some ten
denominations have lived in the South Tower of the University of Minnesota stadium, undergoing scientific
experiments in semistarvation.”
US warships shelled Hamamatsu on Honshu Island.
Former Prime Minister Edouard Herriot testified against Henri Petain at his trial in Paris.
Aircraft from fast carrier task forces of the Third Fleet (Admiral W.F. Halsey) bombed airfields and industrial
targets in central Honshu, Japan.
United States naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Heavy cruiser USS Indianapolis (CA-35), by submarine torpedo, Philippine Sea, 12 degrees 2
minutes North, 134 degrees 48 minutes East
Submarine Bonefish (SS-223), Pacific Ocean area, reported as presumed lost

Japanese naval vessels sunk, Sea of Japan:
•
•

Destroyer Hatsushimo, by mine, 35 degrees 33 minutes North, 135 degrees 12 minutes East
Frigate Okinawa, by carrier-based aircraft, 35 degrees 30 minutes North, 135 degrees 21 minutes
East
WORLD WAR II

July 30, early morning: About 144 members of the Netherlands East Indies Army in Borneo had surrendered to
overwhelming numbers of Japanese troops, had given up their arms, and for awhile had been permitted
restricted freedom in the town of Samarinda, where most of these Dutchmen lived with their families.
However, early on this morning all these Dutch POWs found themselves being rounded up with their families,
and taken before a Japanese officer — who summarily sentenced them to death. They were bundled into lorries
and driven outside the town, to Loa Kulu where there was a 600-foot mineshaft. There the Dutchmen’s hands
were tied behind their backs and they were required to kneel. As the men and the children watched, the
Japanese turned on the women and hacked them down with swords and bayonets. Grabbing the children one
by one they hustled them to the mineshaft and shoved them down screaming. Afterward the men were formed
into a lineup for beheading. At the end, bodies and body parts were policed up and dumped down the
mineshaft.
WORLD WAR II
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July 31, Tuesday: Pierre Laval flew from Barcelona to Linz and there surrendered to American authorities.
7 German civilians, 2 of them women, were sentenced to death in Darmstadt for having killed 6 American
prisoners in Russelheim during the previous year. 3 others were given long prison sentences. 1 was acquitted.
Pietro Mascagni and Anna Lolli, his mistress of 35 years, saw each other for the last time, in Rome.
The Board of Directors of the Juilliard School of Music elected William Schuman as president.
An orchestral suite from music for the film “The Story of a Flemish Farm” was performed for the initial time,
in the Royal Albert Hall, London, the composer Ralph Vaughan Williams himself conducting.
Destroyers bombarded railroad yards and industrial area of Shimuzu, Japan.
United States naval vessel damaged: Destroyer Bancroft (DD-598), by collision, Luzon area, Philippine
Islands 14 degrees 50 minutes North, 120 degrees 15 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
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AUGUST 1945
August: In Canada, 22 people were arrested on the charge of attempting to steal atomic secrets.
WORLD WAR II
ATOM BOMB
August: A news item relating to the development of ELECTRIC WALDEN technology: Grace Murray Hopper,
working in a temporary World War I building that was still standing (fancy that!) at Harvard University on the
Mark II computer, found the 1st computer bug pinched in the jaws of a relay. “Things were going badly; there
was something wrong in one of the circuits of the long glass-enclosed computer,” she said. “Finally, someone
ELECTRIC
located the trouble spot and, using ordinary tweezers, removed the problem, a two-inch moth. From then on,
WALDEN
when anything went wrong with a computer, we said it had bugs in it.” Thereafter when the machine stopped
(which was frequently) they would inform Howard Aiken that they were “debugging.” Later, on September 9,
1947, she would glue the actual bug into the logbook of the computer. This very 1st computer bug still exists
at the National Museum of American History of the Smithsonian Institution. The text of the log entry is “1545
Relay #70 Panel F (moth) in relay. First actual case of bug being found.” This wording establishes that the term
was already in use at the time in its current specific sense. Hopper has herself reported that the term “bug” was
already regularly being applied to problems in radar electronics during the WWII period. The word “bug” and
the concept “debugging” had been used previously by Thomas Alva Edison and others, but this was probably
the 1st verification that the concept might appropriately be applied to computations.

Here was how Edison had glossed the term: “The first step is an intuition and it comes with a burst, then
difficulties arise — this thing gives out and then that — ‘Bugs’ — as such little faults and difficulties are
called...” By 1878 when Edison penned this, more than 12,000 Western Union telegraphers were on line with
one another and the term had already become standard jargon among such technocrats. The clerks of course
chatted with one another constantly along the wire (why not?) and it is known that one of the topics of their
casual conversation in Morse Code was the gymnastics of the insects which were cavorting in the filthy
cloakrooms provided for them by this benignly neglectful company. It is hypothesized that use of the word had
originated as telegraphers’ slang, a short word available to indicate technical difficulty.
We find this usage already in an electrical handbook dating to 1896, HAWKIN’S NEW CATECHISM OF
ELECTRICITY (Theo. Audel & Co.): “The term ‘bug’ is used to a limited extent to designate any fault or trouble
in the connections or working of electric apparatus.” This 1896 source reported that the term was being “said
to have originated in quadruplex telegraphy and have been transferred to all electric apparatus.”
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August 1, Wednesday: A priest from nearby San Lorenzo in Lucina was summoned to administer Last Rites to Pietro
Mascagni in his hotel room. He was joined by an emissary from Pope Pius XII, Monsignor Pucci.
Carrier aircraft and battleships struck the Japanese on Wake Island.
A United States naval vessel was damaged, the battleship Pennsylvania (BB-38), by coastal defense gun, Wake
Island raid, 19 degrees 20 minutes North, 166 degrees 30 minutes East. However, at 0004 hours on this
morning, the heavy cruiser USS Indianapolis (CA-35), launched on March 30th, 1930, that had served
throughout the Pacific War and had taken part in one of its most secret missions, the delivery of components
of the “Little Boy” bomb dropped on Hiroshima, had been at 12 degrees-2 minutes north by 134 degrees-48
minutes east when it was struck by 2 of a fan of 6 torpedoes from Captain Hashimoto’s I-58 submarine. It had
been on its way to Leyte to join up with the USS Idaho for gunnery practice before rejoining the rest of the US
fleet off Okinawa for the expected invasion of Japan — but then one of the torpedoes tore off 60 feet of her
bow and the other struck it amidships, igniting its powder magazine and shutting off most of its electrical
power. Radio Room II had maintained power, and Radio Technician 2nd Class Herbert J. Minor observed as
Chief Radio Electrician L.T. Woods sent out an SOS with the position of the sinking ship on 500 kilocycles.
According to Minor, at least 3 such signals were transmitted before the cruiser rolled over and went down bow
first. Former Yeoman 2nd Class Clair B. Young stated in a letter to Commander T E. Quillman, Jr. that “while
stationed at U.S. Navy 3964 Naval Shore Facilities Tacloban, Philippine Islands” he personally awakened
Commodore Jacob H. Jacobson, US Navy, delivering this SOS message. The yeoman noted a strong odor of
alcohol in the room while Commodore Jacobson read the message, which identified the ship, her location, and
her condition. The yeoman asked the commodore “Do you have a reply, sir?” The answer he received was “No
reply at this time. If any further messages are received, notify me at once.” Which is to say, the SOS had been
received and communicated, but was being ignored. Meanwhile, Commander Hashimoto of the I-58 sent a
radio message to Japan that he had just sunk a battleship, and provided the location. This message was
intercepted and decoded by the US Navy and nevertheless no one though to check on the whereabouts of the
Indianapolis.

883 died. 316 of the 1,199 crewmen became floaters. Most of these would not survive the long exposure and
the shark attacks. Of the 39 US Marines on board 30 died and 9 floated.247
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The surviving floaters would be picked up 4 days later by US destroyers Cecil Doyle, Talbot, and Dufilho.
After hospital treatment on Guam they would soon be on their way home on board the carrier USS Holandia.
(The captain of the Indianapolis, Charles Butler McVay, was later court-martialled for failing to zig-zag in
hostile waters. His sentence was remitted by the Secretary of the Navy, James Forrestal, and he was restored
to duty. He retired as a Rear Admiral in 1949 and in 1968, in Litchfield, Connecticut, committed suicide by
putting a service pistol to his head. Our national trajectory might have been somewhat altered, had Captain
Hashimoto been able to get at this cruiser on its outward journey!)
WORLD WAR II
August 2, Thursday: The USS Indianapolis (CA-35) was due to arrive in Leyte that morning. When it failed to arrive
it was simply taken off the plotting board and no effort was made to determine what might have happened to
it. Fleet Admiral Ernest J. King had left standing orders, that the arrivals of combatant ships in port were not
to be reported to him — which was being taken, by his subordinates, to imply that he was likewise uninterested
in non-arrivals.
A few miles west of Honshu is Sado, Japan’s 5th largest island. At the Aikawa Ore Mine there, the Japanese
had their POW Camp109, holding miscellaneous British, Australians, Dutchmen, and Americans who had
been sent there as slave labor. On this morning the camp commandant ordered that the 387 Allied POW slave
laborers be herded to the deepest part of the mine, which was some 400 feet beneath the surface. Demolition
charges had already been placed the previous night at depths of 200 and 300 feet. The guards hurriedly
departed and at 9:10AM the charges were detonated. As soon as the dust and smoke had settled, they set about
dismantling the narrow-gauge railway and packing the parts inside the entrance to the mine. They then set off
a final detonation at the surface, causing an avalanche of rock and earth to obscure the entrance. During the
next few days they would dismantle this entire camp complex and remove all signs of previous occupancy.
(Lieutenant Yoshiro Tsuda would offered under interrogation, that he had merely been obeying his orders.
He had himself had no misgivings whatsoever about this processing of such a large number of prisoners.
As he pointed out, an Imperial Army Extermination Order had directed the swift extermination of all POWs
should the islands of Japan be threatened by invasion.)
800 US bombers attacked Hachioji, Toyama, Nagaoka, and Mito with 6,632 tons of explosives.

247. At a first order of approximation there seems to be a remarkable similarity between fighting at sea and feeding fish.
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At 7:15AM Pietro Mascagni died in his hotel apartment in Rome at the age of 81. He was attended by his wife
and other family members although his son Edoardo was currently in prison for fascist activities. The French
commanders, who used the hotel for their officers, ordered their flag outside lowered to half staff. As the news
was broadcast on the radio a crowd began to form outside the hotel.
The Potsdam Conference that had begun on July 17th came to an end. The Allied powers agree on the future
of Germany, reparations for the USSR, the borders of Poland, transfer of Germans living in other countries and
freedom of the press in occupied Axis countries. Königsberg was transferred to the USSR. They condemned
Spain for “close association with the aggressor states.”
WORLD WAR II
August 3, Friday: Pierre Laval testified in Paris at the trial of Marshal Henri Petain.
In Paris, the French Consultative Assembly held its final meeting. This would be replaced in the autumn by an
elected body.
When the public was admitted to the hotel in Rome where the body of Pietro Mascagni was lying in state,
thousands streamed in.
In a Los Angeles drugstore, two German-speaking emigres, Arnold Schoenberg and Bertolt Brecht, met by
chance.
Walter Brown, special assistant to President Harry S Truman’s Secretary of State James F. Byrnes, made an
entry in his diary about events aboard the USS Augusta involving his boss, the President, and Admiral William
D. Leaky: “Aboard Augusta/President, Leahy, J.F.B. agreed Japs looking for peace.”
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Well, first things first, they were looking for it but they weren’t going to get it — until we had first been able
to test on them, for military effectiveness, both our new Uranium238 bomb and our new Plutonium239 bomb
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so we would know which one of the two was more worthy.
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Lieutenant Wilbur Gwinn, in a Ventura bomber, happened to notice the groups of survivors of the USS
Indianapolis (CA-35) and radioed Palau for rescue operations to commence. Lieutenant Adrian Marks landed
his PBY in the heavy seas and managed to pick up 56 survivors. When Tom Brophy defied orders to leave his
group and attempt to swim to the plane, he was not seen again.
United States naval vessels damaged:
•

Destroyer escort Earl V. Johnson (DE-702), by explosion, Philippine Sea, 20 degrees 17 minutes
North, 128 degrees 7 minutes East
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•

Attack cargo ship Seminole (AKA-104), by collision, Okinawa area, 26 degrees 14 minutes North,
127 degrees 50 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

August 4, Saturday: In Rome, 200,000 people viewed the funeral procession in memory of Pietro Mascagni. Though
only a short distance, it took three hours to complete. The honor guard was provided by the French army. After
a service in the Church of San Lorenzo the casket was placed in the Campo Verano cemetery.
Rescue operations for the crew of the USS Indianapolis (CA-35) started in a 50-mile radius. Efforts over
several days would save only about a quarter of her nearly 1200-man crew.
WORLD WAR II
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August 5, Sunday: The Yugoslav Parliament passed a broad amnesty for those held on collaboration charges. Only war
criminals and fascists were not affected.
Canada lifted all wartime restrictions on alcohol.
Bomber 44-86292 made by Boeing in Seattle WA was formally named the Enola Gay, after Colonel Paul W.
Tibbets, Jr.’s mother. The ground crew worked feverishly to prepare it for the next day’s mission.

This is not a
photo of Colonel
Paul W. Tibbets,
Jr.’s mother,
Enola Gay Tibbets

WORLD WAR II
ATOM BOMB
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United States naval vessel damaged: Destroyer Bristol (DD-857), by collision, Iwo Jima area, 29 degrees 0
minute North, 142 degrees 0 minute East
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August 6, Monday: Major Richard I. Bong, the fighter pilot from Duluth, Minnesota who had shot down 40 Japanese
planes and for this had received the Congressional Medal of Honor, died in an explosion shortly after takeoff,
above Burbank, California.

This was to be our 1st Hiroshima Day. We prayed for a day that would live in history. We dropped one of our
2 atomic bomb designs, the uranium one that had not been tested using the gun-type detonation technique that
had not been tested, on Hiroshima, Honshu, Japan.

TIMELINE OF EXPLOSIONS
The fissile materials in this bomb consisted of 141 pounds of 90%-enriched 235Uranium of which the design
succeeded in converting merely 9.3 to 13.3 grains into energy, the remaining 986,986.7 to 986,990.7 grains of
the fissile material (there are 7,000 grains in one pound) becoming part of the radioactive fallout — not very
satisfactory from the standpoint of blast, almost a “dirty bomb” in effect, but in spite of the fact that due to a
crosswind we missed our aiming point by the entire length of a football field, we did manage to kill some
66,000 people immediately, and injure some 69,000 — almost all of them civilians.248
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(Who will ever know what had gone wrong? Perhaps we used too much conventional explosive in driving the
external rings over the internal plug, and the rings passed over the plug before the criticality stage was
complete. Perhaps we used too little conventional explosive and the external rings did not completely cover
the internal plug before the criticality stage began. Perhaps there was some minor misalignment and an edge
of the external rings caught on the edge of the internal plug. At any rate, this one of our two detonation
mechanisms clearly did not function and would need to be totally redesigned. Maybe the other design will
work?)
Carrier aircraft from naval task group (Vice Admiral J.B. Oldendorf) struck enemy shipping in Tinghai Harbor,
China.
Carrier aircraft bombed Wake Island.
WORLD WAR II
President Harry S Truman had instructed that the atomic bomb was to be utilized in such a manner that “military
objectives and soldiers and sailors are the target and not women and children…. [Secretary of War Henry L.
Stimson] and I are in accord. The target is a purely military one.”249

248. As a veteran of the nuclear power industry I am well aware of the industry’s conventional dismissal of concern over the
possibility that a commercial nuclear power plant could go off like an A-bomb. They are trained to regurgitate with disdain the
sentence that all memorize, “There is no way that a nuclear power plant could go off like an atomic bomb.” What they neglect to
mention, of course, is that their dismissal of concern is accurate only in the sense in which the device we detonated above Hiroshima
also failed to “go off like an atomic bomb,” producing merely the effect that a “dirty bomb” or “dud” or “exploding nuclear power
plant” might now produce.
249. Actually, President Truman knew very well that the targets for the A-bombs were not military at all, but were instead cities full
of civilians, cities that had been selected primarily because so far in the war they had not sustained significant bomb damage. He also
knew very well that his Secretary of State, James Byrnes, was very much opposed to this use of the bomb on civilian populations.
While he was aboard the USS Augusta waiting for the first bomb to be dropped, therefore, Truman hid out from his Secretary of
State in a marathon poker game. Another player in that fateful shipboard game, United Press International reporter Merriam Smith,
would report on this, that the President of the United States of America “was running a straight stud filibuster” against his own
Cabinet member.

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

WORLD WAR II

WWII

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE
It Is Not Enough
It is not enough
if your name is Harry Truman
and you have that sign on your desk
saying “The buck stops here”
to only take responsibility.
I am sure he did not lay awake at night
agonizing over giving the order
to obliterate Hiroshima.
He was proud to take the
responsibility for this action.
But life is so short and the long-term
consequences of our nuclear actions
Unfold like the growing of
a mighty Redwood.
I wonder if Harry was willing to be
responsible for the consequences
of his actions since they are still
unfolding a half a century later?
I wonder if Harry could look at pictures
of Hiroshima survivors
or the shadow in the concrete
of those publicly cremated?
I wonder if he read the reports
of the continuing, widespread
radiation sickness occurring
long after the bomb was
only a memory?
I wonder if Harry was warned that
cancers traced back to genetic
damage or a high incidence
of deformed children would be “the rule”
and not “the exception” for generations?
Would Harry have been willing
to have eternally twisted and
torn the genetic matrix of
a whole people?
I wonder if Harry was able to envision
a world where more and more nations
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possess nuclear capability
and terrorist groups will
soon be able to buy from
those who wish to sell?
Would Harry have been willing
to accept these consequences
and worse? Would he have been
able to watch the Twin Towers fall?
Would Harry have been able
to sleep and have sweet dreams
knowing the consequences
of his actions?
I do not know if there will be
a final day of judgment
and God will assess what
we gave to the world in return
for Her giving us life and a free will.
Perhaps when Harry stands
alone before God, She will have wept
so long and so hard with those
killed or worse, over the centuries as a
result of his action, that She will just
sit in silence as he squirms.
I would not like to be anywhere
near that part of the galaxy when
that confrontation occurs.
Warning to all heads of state!
Do not post signs that you will take
responsibility for your decisions
unless you are willing
to accept responsibility
for the long-term
consequences as well!
Poor, dumb Harry.
— Harold B. Confer,
Finding My Voice
Enumclaw WA:
Winepress Publishing, 2003
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Subsequent to the explosion of the “Jumbo” tower device at Trinity flats on July 16th, the US had two weapons
in its nuclear arsenal, one a trigger-mechanism enriched-Uranium235 bomb named “Little Boy” that had been
constructed in the Tennessee Valley facility (on the left below) and the other an implosion-mechanism
Plutonium239 bomb named “Fat Man” that had been constructed in the Hanford, Washington facility (on the
right below).

This was, therefore, to be the 1st Hiroshima Day. A day that would live in our memory.
Bomber 44-86292, the Enola Gay, piloted by Colonel Paul W. Tibbets, Jr., departed at 2:45AM. He waved
from the cockpit as he took off, and you can see from the photo how dark it still was:

At about 8:15AM local time, two silver airplanes were circling over the city of Hiroshima, so high up in the
sky as to be almost dots, and a dot invisible from the ground dropped from one of the two planes, and then the
planes began steep banking turns, one to the left and one to the right. There were at least 15 kilograms of fissile
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material in the two chunks loaded into the device, since that is the critical amount for Uranium235. Forty-three
seconds later, at about 8:16AM local time, this dot which had dropped from the sky fell to within a few
thousand feet of its aiming point, a uniquely shaped “T” bridge in the heart of downtown Hiroshima that was
1.7 kilometers distant from the home in which baby Sadako Sasaki lay, and an altitude sensor being triggered,
a minute conventional explosion inside this canister propelled a small chunk of U235 into a hole bored in
another, slightly larger chunk of U235 beginning a chain nuclear fission reaction which in a fraction of a second
went to completion, transforming some of the U235 directly into energy in accordance with the exceedingly
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rough E=mc2 ±10% rule of thumb.250
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WORLD WAR II

250. Actually, E=mc2 only plus or minus ten percent. The formula has never been either tested or proved — it’s not science,
but publicity — it’s a sales pitch.
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Approximately 70,000 men, women, and children, most of them noncombatants, either died instantly and
painlessly or would, like Sadako Sasaki, die more slowly and horribly. 90% of the 200 doctors were killed or
seriously injured. Three of the 55 hospitals were usable. 150 of the 1,780 nurses were able to perform their
jobs. Our trigger mechanism and our Uranium235 technology had worked flawlessly. The aircraft crew radioed
its success: “CLEAR CUT RESULTS COMMA IN ALL RESPECTS SUCCESSFUL PD EXCEEDED TEST
IN VISIBLE EFFECTS PD” The bomber flight returned to Tinian at 2:58PM, twelve hours and thirteen
minutes after takeoff. President Truman proceeded to inform a group of Americans that “This is the greatest
thing in history” and went off to see a comedy revue. Our president fully understood how important Hiroshima
Day would come to be for us. The narrator of Kurt Vonnegut’s 1963 novel CAT’S CRADLE would purport to be
engaged in compiling a record of what various Americans were doing at the moment the atomic bomb went
off over Hiroshima, and he informs us that at this moment, 8:16AM of August 6, 1945, his character “Dr. Felix
Hoenikker, Nobel Prize winner and so-called father of the atomic bomb,” having made a “cat’s cradle” out of
a bit of string, had come up unexpectedly and was frightening his young son, by jerking this string back and
forth and exclaiming “See the cat! See the cradle!”251

251. Austin Meredith cannot remember what he was doing, as he was 71/2 years old and anyway was not informed of this event
until maybe a following day. He was in Brazil, Indiana, at his grandmother’s house, and presumably, as it was growing dark, was
getting ready to go upstairs to his and his Uncle Vergilee’s bed, which had a rustley mattress made of corn shucks.
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August 7, Tuesday: Professor Albert Einstein was deeply touched by the news that his letter to the American president,
a letter that had been all about and only about about the need to prevent the Axis powers from developing a
powerful new weapon, the “atomic bomb,” had directly resulted in the Americans dropping one of these
devices on the city of Hiroshima, Japan.
New Zealand ratified the Charter of the United Nations.
Prime Minister Tito of Yugoslavia announced government reform plans including abolishing the monarchy,
nationalization of church lands and estates owned by banks, industries, and the wealthy.
United States naval vessel sunk: Submarine Bullhead (SS-331), Java Sea, (presumed date). Japanese naval
vessels sunk:
•
•

Submarine chaser #66, by Army aircraft, near Truk, Caroline Islands, 7 degrees 23 minutes North,
151 degrees 53 minutes East
Coast defense vessel #39, by Army aircraft, Sea of Japan, 35 degrees 6 minutes North, 129 degrees
3 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

August 8, Wednesday, 1945: The United Nations War Crimes Commission established an International Military
Tribunal to try those accused of crimes against humanity.
Agreement was reached by France, USSR, UK, and US over the future of Austria. It was confined to its 1937
borders. It was divided into occupation zones and governed by a committee of 4 military commissioners.
King Petar II of Yugoslavia broadcast from London his defiance to Prime Minister Tito and his measures
announced on the previous day. He disowned the 3 regents ruling in his place and demanded power for himself.
The USSR, seeing that Japan was prostrate, belatedly declared war as they had promised they would do, and
and invaded Manchuria. After the northern Kwantung Army had laid down its arms, 640,000 Japanese POWs,
including 148 generals, would be sent to Siberia as forced labor. Some 62,000 would die while in this Siberian
captivity.The Chief Executive Henry Pu-yi of Manchuquo and his attendants were flown to the USSR for a
WORLD WAR II
rather comfortable house arrest, or rustication. (Rank has its privileges as well as its obligations.)
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August 8, Wednesday, 1945: Elbert Russell delivered the address that would become be distributed as THE INNER
LIGHT IN THE HISTORY AND PRESENT PROBLEMS OF THE SOCIETY OF FRIENDS: THE HISTORICAL LECTURE
DELIVERED AT NORTH CAROLINA YEARLY MEETING ON EIGHTH MONTH, THE EIGHTH, 1945 (North Carolina
Friends Historical Society).

RUSSELL ON INNER LIGHT
The Allies established a War Crimes Tribunal, to prosecute the war crimes that had been committed by the side
that had been defeated.252
WORLD WAR II

WAR CRIMES TRIALS
Pingfan, the Japanese experimental Biological and Germ Warfare Centre in occupied Manchuria, had been
established by General Shiro Ichii in collaboration with an Imperial prince and cousin of Emperor Hirohito,
the documentation authorizing the establishment being sealed with the Imperial Seal of the Emperor. The
Experimental Units 731 and 100 of the Germ Warfare Complex at Pingfan was experimenting primarily upon
Chinese and Manchurian prisoners. It is not known exactly how many Western POWs were also subjected to
these experiments, but their numbers, relatively, would have been few. It is estimated that a total of some
60,000 prisoners, including the Chinese and Manchurian slave labor, died at Pingfan and Mukden. At Pingfan
were 4,500 flea-breeding machines capable of producing batches of 100,000,000 fleas infected with the
bubonic plague, typhoid fever, cholera, and anthrax every few days. This facility had been intended to save the
homeland through the dropping of infected fleas on invasion forces.

GERM WARFARE

252. Guess what? German war crimes would be prosecuted, Japanese war crimes would be prosecuted, but precious little attention
would ever be given, in parallel, in regard to war crimes that had been committed by the side that had been victorious!
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When Russia invaded Manchuria, the Japanese government ordered the destruction of the facility. Most of the
available plague-infected fleas were released (in northeastern China at least 30,000 people would perish over
the following three years from plague and other diseases). After the prisoners in holding cells had been killed,
Chinese and Manchurian slave laborers who had been being used around the complex were machined-gunned.
Some 600 bodies were cremated in ovens similar to the ones used in Nazi death camps and the ashes dumped
into the Sungari River, and the complex was then blown up. Although the terrible experiences suffered by these
prisoners at Pingfan and Mukden, has been, for over 40 years, a rather poorly kept secret, it has been a rather
poorly kept secret that few of us have wanted to be aware of. Except for one or two, the Japanese scientists
and doctors at Mukden or Pingfan would not be brought to justice, because they had been granted an immunity
deal by General Douglas MacArthur and were providing us with their scientific data.

Fill my cup with your poisons.
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Repeatedly, requests by war crime investigators for the arrest of General Ishii and Imperial Prince Takamatus
(Emperor Hirohito’s brother) would be rejected at MacArthur’s headquarters. About 35 of these scientists and
doctors would hold top positions in postwar Japanese scientific and medical institutions. General Ishii would
succumb to throat cancer in 1959.

This sort of conduct is readily comprehensible, to Disney, ABC, and radio personality Paul Harvey:
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“For what it’s worth, after the attack on Pearl Harbor,
Winston Churchill told the American people, “We didn’t
come this far because we are made of sugar candy,” and
that reminder was taken seriously. We proceeded to
develop and deliver the time bomb, the bomb. Even though
roughly 150,000 men women and children perished in
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, with a single blow WWII was
over. Following New York’s September 11 Pearl Harbor
Winston Churchill was not here to remind us. That we
didn’t come this far because we’re made of sugar candy.

So, we mustered our humanity. We gave old pals a pass.
Even though men and women from Saudi Arabia were largely
responsible for the devastation of New York, and
Pennsylvania and our Pentagon, we called Saudi Arabians
our partners against terrorism and we sent men with
rifles into Afghanistan and Iraq, and kept our best
weapons in their silos. Even now, we stand there dying.
Daring to do nothing decisive because we’ve declared
ourselves to be better than our terrorist enemies. More
moral, more civilized. Our image is at stake, we insist.
But we didn’t come this far because we’re made of sugar
candy. Once upon a time, we elbowed our way onto and
across this continent by giving smallpox-infected
blankets to Native Americans. That was biological
warfare. And we used every other weapon we could get our
hands on to grab this land from whomever. And we grew
prosperous. And yes, we greased the skids with the sweat
of slaves. So it goes with most great nation-states,
which –feeling guilty about their savage pasts–
eventually civilize themselves out of business and wind
up invaded and ultimately dominated by the lean, hungry
up-and-coming who are not made of sugar candy.
— Disney/ABC radio personality Paul Harvey,
expressing family values on June 23, 2005
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August 9, Thursday: Soviet forces launched a major offensive against the Japanese in Manchuria, immediately
breaching defenses. 1,000,000 Red Army troops were thrown into the battle.
After flying around over another city for half an hour waiting for a break in the clouds, our silver airplane had
gone to try to hit one of its secondary targets, the oldest Japanese port city, Nagasaki, with its American POW
camp. “Fat Man,” our other atomic bomb, the implosion-mechanism Plutonium239 bomb that had been so
eagerly sponsored by John von Neumann, missed its target by 1.9 miles and was utterly inefficient at its task
of converting matter into energy, damaging no portion of its industrial target area but detonating directly above
the largest Christian cathedal in the Far East. Oops!

Why, I bet nobody ever told you that! Did anyone tell you that this was another down day for Professor Albert
Einstein?

TIMELINE OF EXPLOSIONS
Masahito Hirose was a junior high school student when he watched the white mushroom cloud rise above
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Nagasaki. He lost a cousin in the blast, and later an aunt would die a slow and painful death while bleeding
from her nose and gums. Now, in the Year of Our Lord 2011, he is 81 years of age and subsequent to the
disaster at Fukushima Daiichi, he has begun to inquire “Is it Japan’s fate to repeatedly serve as a warning to
the world about the dangers of radiation?”

I do not know how many grams of Pt239 were packed into the wedges of the Nagasaki bomb, or what the
efficiency of the device should have been. All I can tell you is that of the amount used, which at an impossible
100% efficiency could have been as little as 5 kilograms, almost all of it was simply vaporized, and only
approximately one gram was converted into the entire energy of the explosion. The energy from conversion
of one gram of this matter is, however, equal to the energy released by the explosion of 18,000,000,000 grams
(20,000 tons) of ordinary military-grade TNT. The energy from this one gram of Pt239 killed almost instantly
about 250 Japanese soldiers, about the same number of American prisoners of war, and approximately 70,000
noncombatant men, women, and children.

Why, I bet nobody ever told you that after the detonation device we had used on the Hiroshima bomb had failed
to create more than a flash-bang of radiation, the entirely different detonation device we used on the Nagasaki
bomb also failed to create more than a flash-bang of radiation. In neither city did they even so much as leave
a hole in the ground. But, of course, as we went back to the drawing boards, our spin-doctors would scream
SUCCESS and SUCCESS despite the fact that we had succeeded only in producing something like 1% or less
of the slaughter and destruction that we had been scheming! (The initial bomb set off by North Korea well over
half a century later would be a squib like this, and we would chortle and mock.)
Flight report and operations order indicate that Bomber 44-86292, the Enola Gay, flew as the weather plane
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on this second atomic mission.

A headline in The New Republic read “Thank God for the Atomic Bomb.” The blast at Nagasaki did not alter
the outcome of the war for the Japanese had already determined to surrender, but since we had managed to test
both our devices under real war conditions, the US would have a better basis for determining whether to
continue production at our Tennessee Valley facility, or at our Hanford facility. General Leslie “Can’t Drive a
Spike With a Tackhammer” Groves, facing a congressional committee, would offer that in his opinion dying
of radiation poisoning, as was happening in the surviving civilian populations in the Hiroshima and Nagasaki

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

WORLD WAR II

WWII

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE
areas, must be relatively “a very pleasant way to die.”253The Enola Gay exhibit now provides us with outright

WORLD WAR II

half-truths such as that “special leaflets” were “dropped on Japanese cities,” warning their civilians to
evacuate. (“Well then, I suppose that if anyone got poisoned by the radiation, it must have been their own fault.
Gosh, knowing that makes me feel a whole lot easier about the whole thing.”) This Smithsonian exhibit
carefully neglects to inform us that it was only after Tokyo had been destroyed by conventional firestorming,
and Hiroshima and Nagasaki had been destroyed by nuclear devices, that we had begun to drop any such
leaflets!
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Russia of course chose this opportunity to declare war on Japan. What fun!
Aircraft from fast carrier task forces of the Third Fleet (Admiral W.F. Halsey) attacked airfields and shipping
in northern Honshu and Hokkaido, Japan.
Battleships and cruisers (Rear Admiral J.F. Shafroth) bombarded industrial targets at Kamaishi, Honshu,
Japan.
Battleship, cruiser, and destroyers bombarded Wake Island.
United States naval vessels damaged:
•
•

Destroyer John W. Weeks (DD-701), accidentally by United States naval gunfire, off Honshu,
Japan, 35 degrees 0 minute North, 143 degrees 0 minute East
Destroyer Borie (DD-704), by Japanese Kamikaze, off Honshu, Japan, 37 degrees 21 minutes
North, 143 degrees 45 minutes East

253. Jonathan Kwitny has raised some hypothetical questions in the pages of the LA Times Book Review section for August 6, 1995
(page 10). What, he asks, would be the impact on us were we to find out certain things about our history as a nation:
But what if Gen. Eisenhower, Gen. MacArthur, Adm. Leahy, Gen. Bradley, and Adm. Nimitz –the
top American brass in World War II– had all believed Japan would surrender in mid-1945 without
our dropping atom bombs, and without an American invasion of Japan? What if Assistant Secretary
of War John McCloy, a Cold War hawk, agreed, and so did hawkish press tycoons Henry Luce and
David Lawrence, and even Air Force Gen. Curtis LeMay (of “Bombs Away With Curtis LeMay”
fame when he ran for vice president on the George Wallace ticket)? What if a commission to study
the bombings appointed by President Harry S Truman1 and directed by cold warrior Paul Nitze also
thought the bombing unnecessary to obtain Japanese surrender? What if even President Truman and
Secretary of War Henry Stimson in the weeks before the bomb was dropped had embraced in
writing every significant argument against the Hiroshima and Nagasaki attacks, and ordered that the
bomb not be dropped on civilian populations? What if Gen. Marshall, the future secretary of state,
and J. Robert Oppenheimer, who invented the bomb, had said it needn’t be dropped on civilian
populations? What if Truman-friendly historian Herbert Feis, who was given exclusive access to the
diaries, records and people, concluded that “There can hardly be a well-grounded dissent from the
conclusion … Japan would have surrendered if the atomic bombs had not been dropped … and even
if no invasion had been planned”?

1. No period after the S because, like “Truman,” it doesn’t stand for anything. See pages 150-151 of Lifton
and Mitchell’s HIROSHIMA IN AMERICA: FIFTY YEARS OF DENIAL (NY: E.F.Dutton & Sons, 1995).
Kwitny’s recitation of these True Facts ends with the observation that as of the 50th anniversary of our destruction of Hiroshima
and Nagasaki we “might want to ponder whether indiscriminate killing and maiming so many Japanese civilians dishonored rather
than honored the brave American servicemen who truly won the war in combat. But until now [with the late publication of
THE DECISION TO USE THE ATOMIC BOMB by Gar Alperovitz by Knopf, 847 “exceptionally large” pages, and HIROSHIMA IN
AMERICA by Robert Jay Lifton and Greg Mitchell, 425 “more imaginative” pages], we haven’t been allowed such luxury.”
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Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•
•

Minesweeper #33, by carrier-based aircraft, off northern Honshu, Japan, 38 degrees 26 minutes
North, 141 degrees 30 minutes East
Frigate Amakusa, by United States and British carrier-based aircraft, off northern Honshu, Japan,
38 degrees 26 minutes North, 141 degrees 30 minutes East
Frigate Inagi, by carrier-based aircraft, off northern Honshu, Japan, 38 degrees 26 N, 141 degrees
30 minutes East
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The US Army issued General Order #65, honoring a brave, or stupid, 2d Lieutenant for his bravery,
or stupidity:
CITATION: 2d Lt. Murphy commanded Company B, which was attacked by 6 tanks and
waves of infantry. 2d Lt. Murphy ordered his men to withdraw to prepared positions in a
woods, while he remained forward at his command post and continued to give fire
directions to the artillery by telephone.
Behind him, to his right, 1 of our tank destroyers received a direct hit and began to burn.
Its crew withdrew to the woods. 2d Lt. Murphy continued to direct artillery fire which
killed large numbers of the advancing enemy infantry.
With the enemy tanks abreast of his position, 2d Lt. Murphy climbed on the burning tank
destroyer, which was in danger of blowing up at any moment, and employed its .50 caliber
machine gun against the enemy. He was alone and exposed to German fire from 3 sides,
but his deadly fire killed dozens of Germans and caused their infantry attack to waver. The
enemy tanks, losing infantry support, began to fall back.
For an hour the Germans tried every available weapon to eliminate 2d Lt. Murphy, but he
continued to hold his position and wiped out a squad which was trying to creep up
unnoticed on his right flank. Germans reached as close as 10 yards, only to be mowed
down by his fire. He received a leg wound, but ignored it and continued the single-handed
fight until his ammunition was exhausted. He then made his way to his company, refused
medical attention, and organized the company in a counterattack which forced the
Germans to withdraw. His directing of artillery fire wiped out many of the enemy; he
killed or wounded about 50.
2d Lt. Murphy’s indomitable courage and his refusal to give an inch of ground saved his
company from possible encirclement and destruction, and enabled it to hold the woods
which had been the enemy’s objective.

That had happened not recently but near Holtzwihr, France back on January 26th. In March Lieutenant Audie
Leon Murphy had been called to Nancy, France by order of the 3rd Infantry Division Commander, Major
General John “Iron-Mike” O’Daniel, and put on ice awaiting an appropriate occasion to make use of his record
of exploits. On this day, while we were dropping the other shoe on Japan, General O’Daniel presented to 1st
Lieutenant Murphy the Distinguished Service Cross and Silver Star.
After “Iron Mike” had pinned the medals on Audie’s uniform, he pulled out of his pocket a Congressional
Medal of Honor. Without handing it over, O’Daniel showed the medal to Audie and advised him that General
Alexander Patch, the 7th Army Commander, would soon pin it on his chest at a separate ceremony.254

Somebody please assure me that this was just a coincidence, that it wasn’t intended to distract us from the
atrocity against civilians that we had just perpetrated at Nagasaki!
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August 10, Friday: Japanese radio announced that the government accepts the Potsdam declaration provided that the
sovereignty of the emperor was maintained.
Allied warships shelled Kamaishi on Honshu Island.
Aircraft from fast carrier task forces of the Third Fleet (Admiral W. F. Halsey) attacked shipping, airfields, and
railroads in northern Honshu, Japan.
Russia having declared war on Japan on the previous day, Russian forces entered Korea.255
Japanese naval vessels sunk:
•
•

Minesweeper #1, by carrier-based aircraft, off northern Honshu, 38 degrees 26 minutes North,
141 degrees 30 minutes East
Transport #21, by Army aircraft, Inland Sea, Japan, 33 degrees 59 minutes North, 132 degrees
31 minutes East

A story that the guilty officials of the US federal government hoped would never see the light of day has now,
60 years after it was suppressed by military censors, finally been communicated to us. During the occupation
of the Japanese home islands, General Douglas MacArthur would declare the southern main islands of Japan,
where we had dropped the 2 atomic bombs, to be off-limits to our news media. We have belatedly received,

however, George Weller’s firsthand account of conditions at ground zero, and we have finally learned of the
horror that was being covered up. Weller disobeyed MacArthur and rode local trains and then used a rowboat
to reach the char of Nagasaki. His account of the tragedy would be suppressed by the military censors, who
would neglect even to return his draft to him, so he would never be able to send it on to his editors at the
Chicago Daily News. Meanwhile, independent journalist Wilfred Burchett would ride a local train for 30 hours
and then hoof it into the char of Hiroshima. Burchett’s story would promptly be published, in the London Daily
Express, as “The Atomic Plague”:
•

•

“In Hiroshima, 30 days after the first atomic bomb destroyed the city and shook the world, people
are still dying, mysteriously and horribly — people who were uninjured in the cataclysm from an
unknown something which I can only describe as the atomic plague.”
“Hiroshima does not look like a bombed city. It looks as if a monster steamroller has passed over it
and squashed it out of existence. I write these facts as dispassionately as I can in the hope that they

254. As we probably are all aware, Audie Murphy went on to become a Hollywood star. His first role would come in a film released
in 1949 by Allied Artists, titled “Bad Boy.” In 1950 he would sign a star-system contract with Universal-International, and over a
15-year period he would act in 26 Universal Studio films, 23 of them “westerns.” His 1949 autobiography TO HELL AND BACK
would of course be a best seller. He would play himself in a film biography released by Universal-International in 1955. “To Hell
and Back” would hold the record as that studio’s highest grossing picture, until 1975 when its boxoffice record would be surpassed
by the movie “Jaws.” He would earn more than $3,000,000 in those years, in an era in which a million dollars was not small change,
but he had drug-dependency problems and loved to play the horses. He would gamble most of the money away. Over Audie’s 25year period in Hollywood, he would act in a total of 44 feature films. (For some reason, the Oscar would ever elude him.)
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will act as a warning to the world.”
Meanwhile, the US government would categorically dismiss these stories of the deadly lingering effects of
radiation as so much “Japanese propaganda” — and we Americans would of course in general believe our
government (since it would be so utterly disquieting to disbelieve our government).
George Weller would die in 2002. Then, however, Mr. Weller’s son Anthony would discovered among his
father’s papers a carbon copy of the suppressed dispatches and would manage finally to get it published, not
in America but in Japan, by the major newspaper Mainichi Shimbun:
•

•

“In swaybacked or flattened skeletons of the Mitsubishi arms plants is revealed what the atomic
bomb can do to steel and stone, but what the riven atom can do against human flesh and bone lies
hidden in two hospitals of downtown Nagasaki.”
“The atomic bomb’s peculiar ‘disease,’ uncured because it is untreated and untreated because it is
not diagnosed, is still snatching away lives here.”

However, during the war the US Department of War was making use of its propaganda weapon: It had on its
payroll a science writer whose cover was that he was also employed by The New York Times. Mr. William L.
Lawrence had even been granted a seat on the plane that dropped the bomb on Nagasaki!
•

“The Japanese are still continuing their propaganda aimed at creating the impression that we won
the war unfairly, and thus attempting to create sympathy for themselves and milder terms. ... Thus,
at the beginning, the Japanese described ‘symptoms’ that did not ring true.”

(Mr. Laurence would of course, for such curious fictions, be awarded a Pulitzer Prize.)
WORLD WAR II

255. Tsuyoshi Hasegawa’s RACING THE ENEMY: STALIN, TRUMAN, AND THE SURRENDER OF JAPAN (Cambridge MA: Harvard UP,
2005) has made the case that this was the decisive event. From the point of view of Japan’s leaders, he writes, what we did with
impunity to Hiroshima and Nagasaki was not materially different from what we had just done with impunity to Tokyo and other
cities. Total destruction is total destruction, regardless of the technological means employed. American bombers incinerated Tokyo,
and then they would go on to incinerate Hiroshima, and then they would go on to incinerate Nagasaki. The fact that they incinerated
Tokyo with multiple incendiary devices but would incinerate Hiroshima and then Nagasaki with one single high-explosive bomb
apiece was essentially an irrelevancy. He argues that instead it was the Soviet Union’s entry into the war that really drove the
decision-making process of Japan’s leaders. Notice that if the Hiroshima bombing did not induce surrender and if the Soviet action
was central and if –as this historian asserts– the decision to surrender unconditionally was in fact already made before the Nagasaki
event, not due to Hiroshima but due to the Soviet declaration of war, then the standard explanation for our dropping the atomic
bombs in order to force Japan’s unconditional surrender has been utterly undermined.

Now as to President Truman’s order to drop the atomic weapon on Japanese cities: Hasegawa points up the
fact that a cryptic response by Truman to Secretary of War Stimson, “Suggestion approved. Release when
ready but not sooner than Aug. 2,” was not any sort of presidential order to drop the bomb — instead, this had
to do with the timing of a mere press release. Hasegawa goes on to point out that although Truman would
claim “he issued the order to drop the bomb on his voyage back to the United States somewhere in the middle
of the Atlantic,” in fact there never was any such Presidential order. “The fact is that the atomic bomb was
dropped without Truman’s explicit order.” The only explicit orders we can find, to drop atomic bombs on
Japanese cities, were almost entirely within military channels. An order was drafted by General Lesley
Groves and approved by George Marshall and Henry Stimson and delivered by General Thomas Handy to
the commander of the Army Strategic Air Forces, General Carl Spaatz. Nobody said anything to the President
since everyone involved clearly understood that he did want these weapons used just as soon as ready. President Truman “was not involved in this decision but merely let the military proceed without his interference.”
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August 11, Saturday: Speaking for the Allies, United States President Harry S Truman responded to the Japanese
message of the previous day. They would allow the Emperor to remain on the throne only if he ensured the
surrender of all Japanese military forces and then subjected himself to the supreme Allied military commander.
The form of the government for Japan would be one that would be chosen by the people themselves. The
President ordered a halt to atomic bomb production until further notice.
At a crematorium on Kyushu in Fukuoka, eight US airmen were beheaded.

United States Destroyer Mcdermut (DD-677) was damaged by naval gunfire in the vicinity of the Kurile
Islands, at 49 degrees 30 minutes North, 155 degrees 1 minute East. Soviet naval forces bombarded southern
Sakhalin Island.
Friend Agnes Carol Zens Kellam wrote from Washington DC to her husband, Friend John R. Kellam, who was
being held in a federal penitentiary for having refused to participate in the killing:
My Dearest:
Still no signs of Junior’s debut. I think he’s waiting till the
war’s over and people stop officially murdering each other.
I hope that news comes any minute now, although I shan’t
celebrate “victory” — It’s been too horribly costly. I don’t
know what it will mean to the two of us personally and the others
in our positions — that depends, I guess, on how vindictive our
government is. Yesterday, the boy next door had his radio on
listening to the “man in the street” program, from various large
cities all over the U.S., on the Japanese surrender offer.
I surely was surprised at the many bloodthirsty people who said
we should continue fighting until the “Japs” surrendered
unconditionally, or until all were killed, and the emperor
bagged for a war criminal. I heard only one lady (I didn’t listen
to the whole program) who had a son fighting in the Pacific, say
that we should accept the surrender terms, and as for the
emperor, why, in the words of Jesus, “What is that to thee?
Follow thou me.”
... As I look out of my window and see the beauties of God all
around I am made to wonder why is there so much sin in this
beautiful land. The tall stately hollyhocks are lovely in all
their different colors and the roses have been lovely with their
pink, red and yellow clusters and this morning I can see the
gladiolus begin to throw out their long spirals in all
colors....
Well, darling, I guess thy eyes are getting tired, not to mention
the poor censor’s. [This letter amounted to six pages, typed
single-space.] If this comes back, I’ll send it to thee piecemeal, unless I’m in the hospital. But I haven’t had any letterwriting instructions from Lewisburg.
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All my love to thee, Thy Cary
WORLD WAR II

CHANGE IS ETERNITY, STASIS A FIGMENT

August 12, Sunday: Chiang Kai-Shek criticized the Chinese Communists for their “independent action” of not
accepting rule by his government.
Cruisers and destroyers (Rear Admiral J.H. Brown) bombarded Japanese installations on Matsuwa and
Paramushiro Islands in the Kurile Islands.
United States naval vessel damaged: Battleship Pennsylvania (BB-38), by aircraft torpedo, Okinawa area,
26 degrees 14 minutes North, 127 degrees 50 minutes East
WORLD WAR II
August 13, Monday: Soviet forces captured the Japanese naval base at Rashin, Korea.
The World Zionist Congress demanded that 1,000,000 Jews be admitted into Palestine.
President Eduard Benes of Czechoslovakia nationalizes the film industry.
Aircraft from fast carrier task force (Vice Admiral J.S. McCain) bombed targets in the general metropolitan
area of Japan known as “Tokyo” or Eastern Capital.
President Harry S Truman announced the end of the war with Japan at a press conference held at 7 PM (V-J Day).
United States naval vessel damaged: Attack transport Lagrange (APA-124), by Japanese Kamikaze, Okinawa
area, 26 degrees 14 minutes North, 127 degrees 52 minutes East

Japanese naval vessels sunk:

World War II

“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project
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•
•

Submarine I-373, by submarine Spikefish (SS-404), off China, 29 degrees 2 minutes North, 123
degrees 53 minutes East
Coast defense vessel #6, by submarine Atule (SS-403), off Hokkaido, Japan, 42 degrees 16 minutes
North, 142 degrees 12 minutes East
WORLD WAR II

August 14, Tuesday: The family of Hirotami Yamada, who is now secretary general of the Nagasaki chapter of the
Hidankyo or Japanese A-bomb survivors, had collected themselves together at their destroyed home and taken
stock of their various injuries, such as from flying glass, and had counted themselves relatively fortunate. His
baby brother had happened to be wrapped in a futon at the time, a futon that had served as a cushion, and had
suffered no apparent injuries — and then on the third day afterward the infant had simply stopped breathing
(they knew, of course, nothing of radiation).
In our final strategic bombing raid on Japan, American planes hit Kumagaya and other targets on Honshu. On
this day Japan accepted the provisions of the Potsdam Declaration and agreed to surrender. General of the
Army General Douglas MacArthur, was named Supreme Allied Commander to receive the Japanese
capitulation and conduct the occupation of Japan.
Emperor Hirohito recorded a message to the Japanese people explaining that his government has accepted
Allied terms of unconditional surrender. In the evening, over 1,000 Japanese soldiers attacked the palace in an
attempt to destroy the recording or prevent its transmission. They kill the commander of the palace guards, but
were repulsed by loyal troops. Minister of War, General Anami, kills himself in order to be spared listening to
the imperial proclamation.
France ratifies the Charter of the United Nations.
Vietnam’s puppet emperor, Bao Dai, abdicated. Ho Chi Minh’s guerrillas occupied Hanoi and proclaimed a
provisional government.
In the Andaman Islands, as food shortage had become acute during the last month of the war, the Japanese had
decided to rid themselves of any of the natives who were no longer useful to them. Deprived of all personal
possessions and household goods, one batch was loaded aboard three boats and taken to a point across from
the shore of Havelock Island and told to swim for it. Most of this batch of natives, about 100, of course
drowned on the way and anyway, those who made it to the shore of the uninhabited island would starve there.
There was another batch of 800 Indian civilians who were boated by the Japanese to another uninhabited
island, Tarmugli. On this island it took just over an hour for a detachment of 19 Japanese to bayonet or shoot
all but a couple of the natives, who had managed to hide.
Japanese naval vessels sunk, Sea of Japan:
•

Coast defense vessel #13, by submarine Torsk (SS-423), 35 degrees 42 minutes North, 134 degrees
35 minutes East
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•

Coast defense vessel #47, by submarine Torsk (SS-423), 35 degrees 42 minutes North, 134 degrees
36 minutes East

Finally, having tested both the Plutonium239 version and the Uranium238 version of our new atomic weapon
on the civilians of their cities, having found out at the cost of the lives of Japanese civilians what we needed
to find out in order to decide which of these two civilian-killing devices we desired to continue to manufacture,
we were able to allow the Japanese government to agree to an unconditional surrender.
WORLD WAR II
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August 15, Wednesday: The US Navy released information about the sinking of the USS Indianapolis (CA-35). The
press began to ask questions, such as why this ship had been sunk without being missed. Eventually the father
of Tom Brophy, who had drowned while attempting the swim to the PBY, went to Washington to meet with
Captain Charles B. McVay III. According to Mr. D.J. Blum, the father was told to arrange the meeting for the
following week because the officer had a prior commitment. When Brophy trailed the captain, he discovered
that the “prior commitment” in question was a party. Furious, he contacted a Washington friend of his,
President Harry S Truman, who got in touch with Fleet Admiral Ernest J. King, the officer who appointed the
members of the court, all of whom depended of course upon this Admiral for their promotions. A court-martial
would be scheduled.
Nationalist leader Ho Chi Minh asked the United States of America to declare Vietnam an American
protectorate, similar to the Philippines (he would receive no reply).
A Paris court found Marshal Henri-Philippe Petain guilty of intelligence with the enemy and sentenced him to
death. His property was confiscated. Marshal Petain would be flown to Portalet Fort in the Pyrenees to there
await the pleasure of President de Gaulle.
When Die Dreigroschenoper was performed in the Hebbel-Theater, Berlin, the music of Kurt Weill was heard
in Germany for the first time in a dozen years.
The US government ended rationing on gasoline, fuel oil and oil stoves, canned fruits, and vegetables.
For the first time the voice of Japanese Emperor Hirohito (recorded) was broadcast over the radio, in an
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announcement of the intention of his government to surrender. Among other things he asserted that it had been
“far from Our thoughts either to infringe upon the sovereignty of other nations or to embark upon territorial
aggrandizement,” as if the entire affair had been some sort of lamentable miscommunication. The cabinet
resigned.
In the Andaman Islands, a burial detail of Japanese troops went out to the island of Tarmugli where they had
conducted the massacre on the previous day, to destroy all traces of this. Within twenty-four hours they would
collect all 798 bodies and reduce them in funeral pyres to fragmented bones and ashes. This residue they then
buried in deep pits they dug on the beach. (The presiding Japanese officer would be tried by a British Military
Court and sentenced to two years imprisonment.) Following the Emperor’s radio broadcast, 16 captured B-29
crewmen on Kyushu Island were trucked to a wooded hill, led into the woods stripped of their clothing, and
executed. Before the announcement of the end of hostilities was received by our forces, aircraft from fast
carrier task force (Vice Admiral J.S. McCain) raided airfields in the Tokyo area and encountered heavy
airborne opposition.
President Truman announced that Japan had unconditionally surrendered (actually, the surrender hadn’t been
exactly unconditional as we had promised to allow them their emperor). Anyway, VJ Day was declared. In the
course of the war 6,255 Minnesotans had been killed in uniform. In Minnesota, land of euphemism, it was
being continuously asserted that what had happened was that our boys had “given their lives for their country.”
The state legislature embraced an official state song, “Hail! Minnesota.” Naval task group (Commodore R. W.
Simpson) was established to liberate, evacuate, and extend medical care to Allied prisoners of war in Japan.
An agreement divided Korea into US and Soviet occupation zones along the 38th Parallel.256
On this day President Truman authorized a study of war events — when this study would be released more
than a year later, it would baldly declare that what his generals and admirals had been insisting to him –that
there was no military necessity to drop the atomic bombs– had been entirely accurate, and that his decision to
drop the A-bombs and then pronounce that this had been out of military necessity could only have been either
a mere cover story intended for domestic political purposes, believed not even by himself, or at best, if he truly
himself at the time believed it, a tendentious and devastating error in judgment:
[C]ertainly prior to 31 December 1945, and in all probability
prior to 1 November 1945 [the date on which the US had planned
to launch its major landing of US troops across the beaches of
the Japanese home islands], Japan would have surrendered even
if the atomic bombs had not been dropped, even if Russia had not
entered the war, and even if no invasion had been planned or
contemplated.

256. 38th Parallel. Hmm....
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New research on Hiroshima, Nagasaki
Truman was a war criminal
by John Catalinotto
Why was Harry Truman’s decision to use atomic weapons against
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, Japan, 60 years ago, like George Bush’s
decision to invade Iraq in 2003? They were both war crimes,
of course. And they were both based on a Big Lie.
In Bush’s case the lie was the now-discredited claim that the
US had to invade Iraq to stop the use of “weapons of mass
destruction.” In Truman’s case, it was that the US had to drop
A-bombs to force the Japanese to surrender — or this would
require a land invasion that would cost hundreds of thousands
of US casualties.
With the 60th anniversary of the bombings coming up, it is more
than likely that the big lie of 1945 will be repeated ad nauseam
by politicians, corporate media and bought-off historians of US
academia. There are, however, two historians who are marshaling
old and new arguments and facts to expose this lie.
They are Peter Kuznick, director of the Nuclear Studies
Institute at American University in Washington DC, and Mark
Selden, from Cornell University in Ithaca NY. Kuznick and Selden
presented their latest findings at a press conference July 21
organized by Greenpeace in London. The Greenpeace site has a
video presentation by the two historians.
Their findings support an argument made earlier: that the main
reason the US used nuclear weapons on Japan was to get a jump
start on the war against the Soviet Union. Truman used the bomb
in 1945 so the US could threaten to use it against Korea, Vietnam
and in many other battles. These new findings reveal that the
US officials making the decisions themselves knew and admitted
their Big Lie was a lie.
The two historians studied the diplomatic archives of the US,
Japan and the USSR. They found that on August 3, 1945, three
days before Hiroshima, Truman agreed at a meeting that Japan was
“looking for peace.” All the U.S. senior generals and admirals,
including General Dwight Eisenhower, General Douglas MacArthur
and Admiral William Leahy, told him it was unnecessary to use
the A-bomb to defeat Japan. “Impressing Russia was more
important than ending the war,” Selden says.
Kuznick and Selden also show that the Japanese authorities were
anxious to avoid a Soviet invasion of the Japanese main islands.
The USSR officially entered the Pacific war on August 9, 1945,
sweeping through Japanese-occupied China and half of Korea.
At the press conference, Kuznick and Selden didn’t discuss in
detail why the Japanese imperialists feared a Soviet occupation
more than one by the US, when the US posture was so hostile to
Japan. The Japanese imperialists’ fear can only be explained by
the socialist underpinnings of the USSR, which threatened a
change in property relations wherever the Red Army liberated
territory. This happened, for example, in Eastern Europe and
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East Germany.
On August 15, 1945, Truman ordered a survey of the war events.
Published over a year later, it stated: “Based on a detailed
investigation of all the facts, and supported by the testimony
of the surviving Japanese leaders involved, it is the Survey’s
opinion that certainly prior to 31 December 1945, and in all
probability prior to 1 November 1945, Japan would have
surrendered even if the atomic bombs had not been dropped, even
if Russia had not entered the war, and even if no invasion had
been planned or contemplated.” November 1 was the date the US
had planned the invasion.

“A crime against humanity”
In Hiroshima, an estimated 80,000 people were killed in a split
second on August 6. Some 13 square kilometers of the city were
obliterated. By December, at least another 70,000 people had
died from radiation and injuries. Three days later, on August
9, the US dropped an A-bomb on Nagasaki, resulting in the deaths
of at least 70,000 people before the year was out. About 10
percent of the casualties were Koreans forced to work in Japan
at the time.
Kuznick and Selden put most of the blame on Truman. “He knew he
was beginning the process of annihilation of the species,” says
Kuznick, “It was not just a war crime; it was a crime against
humanity.”
A revealing comment regarding US war crimes came from John
Bolton, recently appointed US ambassador to the United Nations.
Bolton was arguing in 1998 against the International Criminal
Court. “Much of the media attention to the American negotiating
position on the ICC concentrated on the risks perceived by the
Pentagon to American peacekeepers stationed around the world,”
wrote Bolton. ... “[O]ur real concern should be for the
president and his top advisers.”
Bolton continued: “The definition of ‘war crimes’ includes, for
example: ‘intentionally directing attacks against the civilian
population as such or against individual civilians not taking
direct part in hostilities.’”
Bolton wrote that under the ICC rules, US leaders could have
been found guilty of a war crime for dropping atomic bombs on
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, and for all the aerial bombardments of
German and Japanese civilian areas.
The A-bombs were not the only crimes. US nighttime raids using
conventional bombs against residential areas of Tokyo, Osaka and
other industrial cities caused hundreds of thousands of Japanese
civilian deaths, and Dresden, Germany, was obliterated in early
1945, killing mainly refugees. But Truman’s decision opened the
door to massive use of these new terror bombs.
Now the Bush administration, fresh from being caught in a series
of lies justifying aggression against Iraq, plans to increase
the Pentagon’s reliance on a new generation of nuclear weapons.
On the 60th anniversary of Hiroshima, it is past time to organize
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to prevent the new crimes US imperialism has in its plans.
This
article
is
copyright
under
a
Creative
Commons License. Workers World, 55 W. 17 St. NY 10011
WORLD WAR II
August 16, Thursday: Emperor Hirohito ordered all Japanese troops to cease fire.
WORLD WAR II
Prince Naruhiko Higashikuni replaced Baron Kantaro Suzuki as prime minister of Japan.
Indonesian nationalist leaders Sukarno and Mohammed Hatta met with General Yamamoto in Batavia
(Jakarta) who told them that Japanese promises of independence were moot since Japan no longer held any
power over the future of their country.
The King of Thailand voided his country’s declaration of war on the United States of America and upon Great
Britain.
A treaty between Poland and the USSR put their border at the Curzon Line. Poland lost 179,460 sq kilometers
in the east but gained 102,553 in the west.
Turkey ratified the United Nations Charter.
String Quartet no.2 op.24 by Vincent Persichetti was performed for the initial time, in Colorado Springs.

August 17, Friday: The Indonesian Committee of National Independence declared the independence of the former
Netherlands East Indies as Indonesia.
French President Charles de Gaulle commuted the death sentence for Marshal Henri-Philippe Petain to life in
prison.
ANIMAL FARM by George Orwell was published in London by Secker and Warburg.
General Prince Higashikuni became Prime Minister of Japan and formed a new cabinet.
WORLD WAR II
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August 19, Sunday: A Japanese delegation in Manila was informed of the terms of their surrender as dictated by
General Douglas MacArthur.

Near Hankow in northeast China, a civilian group of Chinese managed to capture 26 Japanese soldiers.
They beheaded the initial 4, then tied 4 to posts and shot them in the back of the head, then broke and crudely
amputated the arms and legs of the next 4, and cut off the hands and feet of 4 and stuffed their genitals into
their mouths.

Then with the remaining 10, they gouged their eyes and used them for bayonet practice. (Were these dudes
trying to prove that Chinese can be as inventive as Japanese?)
HEADCHOPPING

The war being over, the American newspapers revealed that there had been in January 1945, while John R.
Kellam was in the Toledo jail awaiting his big day in court, a possibility that Japan might surrender before the
A-bomb, a possibility upon which then-President Franklin Delano Roosevelt had simply refused to follow up.
The following appeared in the Chicago Tribune and the Washington DC Times Herald, on page 1:
WORLD WAR II
BARE PEACE BID
U.S. REBUFFED
7 MONTHS AGO
------------------------------------------------BY WALTER TROHAN
Chicago Tribune Press Service
Washington, D.C. Aug. 19 - [1945]
Release of censorship restrictions in the United States makes
it possible to announce that Japan’s first peace bid was relayed
to the White House seven months ago.
Two days before the late President Roosevelt left for the Yalta
conference with Prime Minister Churchill and Dictator Stalin,
he received a Japanese offer identical with the terms
subsequently concluded by his successor, President Truman.
The Jap offer, based on five separate peace overtures was
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relayed to the White House by Gen. MacArthur in a 40-page
communication. The American commander, who had just returned
triumphantly to Bataan, urged negotiations on the basis of the
Jap overtures.
All Acting for the Emperor
Two of the five Jap overtures were made thru American channels
and three thru British channels. All came from responsible
Japanese, acting for Emperor Hirohito.
President Roosevelt dismissed the general’s communication,
which was studded with solemn references to Deity, after a
casual reading with the remark, “MacArthur is our greatest
general and our poorest politician.”
The MacArthur report was not taken to Yalta. It was preserved
in the files of the high command, however, and subsequently
became the basis of the Truman-Attlee Potsdam declaration
calling for surrender of Japan.
News Kept Secret
This Jap peace bid was known to THE TRIBUNE soon after the
MacArthur communication reached here. It was not published,
however, because of THE TRIBUNE’S established policy of complete
cooperation with the voluntary censorship code.
Now that peace has been concluded on the basis of the terms
MacArthur reported, high administration officials prepared to
meet expected congressional demands for explanation of the
delay. It was considered certain that charges would be hurled
from various quarters of congress that the delay cost thousands
of American lives and casualties, particularly in such costly
offensives as Iwo Jima and Okinawa.
It was explained in high official circles that the bid relayed
by MacArthur did not constitute an official offer in the same
sense as the final offer, which was presented thru Japanese
diplomatic channels in Bern and Stockholm for relay to the four
major allied powers.
War Lords Feared
No negotiations were begun on the basis of this bid, it was said,
because it was feared that if any were undertaken the Jap war
lords, who were presumed to be ignorant of the feelers, would
visit swift punishment on those making the offer.
It was held possible that the war lords might assassinate the
emperor. Officials said Mr. Roosevelt felt that the Japs were
not ripe for peace, except for a small group, who were powerless
to cope with the war lords, and that peace could not come until
the Japs had suffered more.
The offer, as relayed by MacArthur, contemplated surrender of
everything but the person of the emperor. Japanese quarters
making the offer suggested that the emperor become a puppet in
the hands of American forces.
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Full Surrender Offered
Jap proposals in the MacArthur communication contemplated:
1. Full surrender of Jap forces on sea, in the air, at home, on
island possessions, and in occupied countries.
2. Surrender of all arms and munitions.
3. Occupation of the Jap homeland and island possessions by
allied troops under American direction.
4. Jap relinquishment of Manchuria, Korea and Formosa, as well
as all territory seized during the war.
5. Regulation of Jap industry to halt present and future
production of implements of war.
6. Turning over of Japanese the United States might designate
war criminals.
7. Release of all prisoners of war and internees in Japan proper
and in areas under Japanese control.
In fact the idea that the Japanese would never surrender had been little more than an American wartime myth,
and rather than being a piece of useful realism had constituted the primary obstacle to negotiation toward a
Japanese surrender. How do we know this? Well, we can trust the attitude of the Sinologist George Edward
Taylor of the University of Washington on this one, because he was a cold warrior on the inside and anything
but a bleeding-heart liberal — he would become a Nixonian reactionary and support the Vietnam War on the
campus of the University of Washington. Questioning the wisdom of using atomic weapons against Japanese
civilians to end the war in the Pacific, it appears, had not been a position reserved for the softhearted: before
the dropping of the atom bombs there had been embedded conservative members of the military-intelligence
community, international men of intrigue, hawks, who had viewed this as an unnecessary atrocity. During
WWII Taylor worked with Rand Corporation, with the Department of State, and with other articulations of the
revolving door of American intelligence institutions private and public. As the Deputy Director for the Far East
of the Office of War Information, he supervised a small army of anthropologists who were, basically,
weaponizing anthropology against the Japanese. It was Taylor’s team that crafted the leaflets dropped from
airplanes on Japanese soldiers and civilians. His team of government anthropologists had access to 5,000
diaries seized from captured and killed Japanese soldiers and studied such documents carefully for clues as to
Japanese behavior tendencies. At the beginning of the war Taylor had viewed his psychological warfare
programs as a means of ending the war by helping the Japanese overcome all the cultural obstacles preventing
their surrender, but as the war progressed and it became abundantly clear that the American side would triumph
he began to see his job as being one that needed to be done at home: he needed to convince US civilian and
military leaders that they did not in order to end the war need to engage in any acts of genocidal annihilation.
He came to perceive the War Department and the White House as in the grip of racist stereotypes of maniacal
Japanese soldiers and citizens fighting to the death, and he and his staff began to struggle against this domestic
attitude as a prime obstacle to peace. In the typescript of a speech that he probably delivered in 1944, we find
him arguing that “If we accept, as we must, the view that Japanese soldiers, in spite of their indoctrination, are
as human as other troops, we shall be the less surprised at the mounting evidence of their very human reactions
to defeat. We are taking more and more prisoners. Two years ago it would have been very unusual for 60 men
to allow themselves to be picked up out of the water when their transport had been sunk. In New Guinea and
Burma stragglers are coming in out of the jungles to surrender without a struggle. We have known for a long
time that many Japanese officers have been evacuated from indefensible positions and that their reaction on
places such as Attu, where escape was impossible, was not to fight to the last man.” Such thinking would be
ignored by the War Department and White House. President Franklin Delano Roosevelt insisted on including
the demise of the Japanese Emperor as part of America’s demand for unconditional surrender, and it was not
until after this man had collapsed and died that the government was able to communicate a more relaxed
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position on this point to the Japanese. A May 11, 1945 communication intercept being studied inside the US
government had supported the attitude of Taylor and others at the Office of War Information that the Japanese
military were ripe for surrender: “Report of peace sentiment in Japanese armed forces: On 5 May the German
Naval Attaché in Tokyo dispatched the following message to Admiral Doenitz: ‘An influential member of the
Admiralty Staff has given me to understand that, since the situation is clearly recognized to be hopeless, large
sections of the Japanese armed forces would not regard with disfavor an American request for capitulation
even if the terms were hard, provided they were halfway honorable.’” To this communication intercept,
someone in US military intelligence had appended the following: “Previously noted diplomatic reports have
commented on signs of war weariness in official Japanese Navy circles, but have not mentioned such an
attitude in Army quarters.” A July 20, 1945 communication intercept had revealed that Japanese Ambassador
Sato was advocating a Japanese surrender providing that the United States would assure the Japanese that the
“Imperial House” would remain in existence. Like many others, regardless of how hawkish they were, Taylor
would come to consider that what President Harry S Truman’s decision to use of nuclear weapons probably
had to do with was “scaring the hell out of the Soviet Union,” and that the idea of saving American lives during
an invasion of the Japanese homeland islands was a mere cover story that of course the American public would
readily buy into in order to avoid the thought that we had committed a war atrocity.

“MAGISTERIAL HISTORY” IS FANTASIZING: HISTORY IS CHRONOLOGY

August 20, Monday: Soviet forces occupied Pinkiang (Harbin) and Mukden (Shenyang).
Armed clashes between Chinese Nationalist and Communist forces occured in Shansi Province.
The USSR ratified the Charter of the United Nations.
Vidkun Abraham Lauritz Jonssøn Quisling was put on trial for treason in Oslo.
The War Production Board in the United States removed most controls over manufacturing.
Naval task force (Rear Admiral O.C. Badger) was formed to assume responsibility for the occupation of the
Yokosuka Naval base, Japan.
WORLD WAR II

World War II
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August 21, Tuesday: Asiatic Wing, Naval Air Transport Service, was established at Oakland, California.
At Los Alamos, Harry K. Daghlian, Jr. dropped a tungsten carbide brick onto a sphere of plutonium. This was
a fatal mistake as the tungsten carbide reflected some of the lump’s neutrons, bringing it unexpectedly to
criticality.257
King Mihai of Romania refuses to sign any more laws. The communist government rules by decree.
President Harry S Truman ended the Lend-Lease program.
Mili Atoll in the Marshall Islands surrendered, the initial Japanese garrison in the Pacific Ocean to capitulate
to the Allied forces. The surrender was accepted on board US Destroyer Escort Levy (DE-162).
WORLD WAR II
August 22, Wednesday: The Japanese army in Manchuria surrendered to the Soviets. In The Kwantung Peninsula of
China, Soviet troops landed at Port Arthur (Lüshun) and Dairen and began to occupy the Kuriles.
WORLD WAR II
They captured and imprison Kang Teh, Emperor of Manchukuo.
Japanese forces in Indonesia publicly announced their surrender.
A French military team parachuted into southern Indochina.
Ukraine ratified the Charter of the United Nations.
A conference in Paris on Tangier decided it would have international status until a larger conference by all
signatories to the 1907 treaty.
The US government allowed amateur radio on the air again.
August 23, Thursday: Allied troops set up their occupation zones in Vienna.
In Berlin, Leo Bouchard, conductor of the Berlin Philharmonic, was gunned down by an American soldier
when he neglected to stop at a checkpoint.
WORLD WAR II

257. There have been in the nuclear industry, to date, some 70 such criticality excursions and some 21 resultant fatalities, but –so
far at least– there hasn’t been a single atomic blast! Cross your fingers.
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August 25, Saturday: The Red Army completed the conquest of southern Sakhalin Island.
American soldiers entered a POW camp at Haichow on Hainan Island, liberating the 130 Australians left alive.
Leonard Bernstein was offered the directorship of the New York City Symphony on his 27th birthday.
He accepted.
Aircraft from carrier task groups began daily flights over Japan to patrol airfields, shipping movements, and
to locate and supply prisoner of war camps; this would continue until September 2d, 1945.
WORLD WAR II
August 26, Sunday: Chinese Nationalist forces entered Shanghai and Nanking ahead of the Communists.
A treaty between China and the USSR was announced. The Soviet Union pledges not to interfere in Chinese
internal affairs and respect the territorial integrity of China. Both countries would jointly manage Manchurian
railroads and Port Arthur.
WORLD WAR II

August 27, Monday: Third Fleet (Admiral William F. Halsey) stood into Sagami Bay, the outer bay to Tokyo. Allied
warships came to anchor.
The 3d movement of the Duo for 2 violins op.258 by Darius Milhaud was performed for the initial time,
privately, at the home of the composer in Oakland.
U.S. B-29s dropped supplies for allied prisoners of war in China.
Two Japanese submarines surrendered to four United States destroyers off Honshu.
WORLD WAR II
August 28, Tuesday: Annie Hunt committed suicide by jumping off the Golden Gate Bridge.
150 Air Force Technicians in an advance team of the American occupation forces, led by Colonel Charles
Tench, landed at Atsugi Airdrome near Yokohama. They were the initial foreign conquerors ever to set foot
on Japanese soil.
Administrative and operational control of the Seventh Fleet (Admiral T.C. Kinkaid) passes from Commander
in Chief Southwest Pacific Area (General of the Army Douglas MacArthur) to Commander in Chief Pacific
Fleet (Fleet Admiral Chester W. Nimitz).
WORLD WAR II
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August 29, Wednesday: An American airborne division landed at Yokosuka naval base.
Soviet warships entered Port Arthur.
The Philippines ratified the Charter of the United Nations.
The 1st congress of the new Polish Composers’ Union opened. During the 4-day meeting, Witold
Lutoslawski’s Wind Trio was 1st performed.
24 members of the Nazi government were indicted for war crimes in Nürnberg.
The US ended restrictions on the sale of wool.
Passacaglia from Peter Grimes for orchestra by Benjamin Britten was performed for the initial time, in
London.
A Japanese submarine surrendered to submarine Segundo (SS-398), off northeast Honshu.
WORLD WAR II
August 30, Thursday: The Royal Navy reached Hong Kong.
Byelorussia and Syria ratified the Charter of the United Nations.
General Douglas MacArthur arrived in Japan. Landings by the occupation forces began in the Tokyo Bay area,
spearheaded by the 4th Marines, under cover of the guns of the 3rd Fleet plus Naval and Army aircraft. The
surrender of the Yokosuka Naval Base was accepted by Rear Admiral R.B. Carney and Rear Admiral O.C.
Badger and a headquarters for the Commander 3rd Fleet was established there.
WORLD WAR II
John R. Kellam’s and Agnes Carol Zens Kellam’s first child, Susan Kellam, was born on the couple’s 1st
wedding anniversary.
When Carol came back from Toledo, to Washington to live with her
mother up on River Road NW, she returned to attend Friends
Meeting in Washington. As soon as they knew she was back, they
welcomed her very warmly and asked her what she needed and so
on. The baby was imminent, due in August, which was almost eight
months after I went into prison. She didn’t have a crib yet, and
suddenly a crib appeared, having been shipped in for her by
various younger and older Friends from Florida Avenue Meeting
who chipped in. There were many other ways in which Friends
helped Carol all the way through that period and beyond and until
I got home. Even beyond that, they helped to get me settled.
They found that another member, Frederick Libby, could use
another employee in the National Council for Prevention of War.
He was one of the most active members in the ministry to that
meeting. In fact he spoke too often! He was just full of feelings
and ideas and ways of trying further to get wars put into the
background of history. His office had been right across
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Eighteenth Street from the State Department Office which is now
the Executive Office Building of the President. So they had
several big posters displayed in rotation in the windows and new
ones coming out with lettering large enough to be read from the
windows of the US Department of State. The staff realized that
even with the war going on, here was this little pacifist agency
continuing to work to get some improvements in the world that
would let wars be less likely or obsolete. There were some
hotheads who would take various means and occasionally
destructive means, letting that organization know that they
didn’t approve because everybody had to be for the war. While
we were in the war it was only the people with adverse political
ideas that would be so stubborn as to say that the war was bad.
And such a “good war” was going on!

ESSENCES ARE FUZZY, GENERIC, CONCEPTUAL;
ARISTOTLE WAS RIGHT WHEN HE INSISTED THAT ALL TRUTH IS
SPECIFIC AND PARTICULAR (AND WRONG WHEN HE CHARACTERIZED
TRUTH AS A GENERALIZATION).

August 31, Friday: Works for piano by Peter Sculthorpe were performed for the initial time, over the local Tasmanian
airwaves of the Australian Broadcasting Commission, by the composer: Nocturne, Short Piece for Pianoforte
no.1, and Prelude to a Puppet Show.
Cuatro Nocturnos for soprano, alto and orchestra by Carlos Chávez to words of Villaurrutia, were performed
for the initial time, in the Palacio de Bellas Artes, Mexico City.
The Chinese Nationalist army took control of Canton.
A government for the Republic of Indonesia was installed with Sukarno as president and Mohammed Hatta as
vice-president.
US President Harry S Truman abolished the Office of War Information.
On US Destroyer Bagley (DD-386), the surrender of Marcus Island (Minami Tori Shima) was accepted by
Rear Admiral F.E.M. Whiting.
US Marines landed at Tateyama Naval Base, Honshu, Japan and accepted its surrender.
WORLD WAR II

World War II
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SEPTEMBER 1945
September: Leona Rostenberg’s “Number Thirteen West Street” in Book Collector’s Packet, Volume 4, No. 1, pages
7-9.
In Germany, Allied forces released Dr. Josef Mengele. “Go thou and sin no more.”
WORLD WAR II
September 2, Sunday: There had been no actual fighting for a number of days (very few warriors are eager to be the
very last warrior to die in a given war). On this day Japanese officials came aboard the battleship USS Missouri
(BB-63) at anchor in Tokyo Bay to sign formal articles of unconditional surrender. General of the Army
Douglas MacArthur signed for the Allied Powers, and Fleet Admiral C.W. Nimitz signed for the United States.
Representatives of China, Great Britain, the USSR, Australia, Canada, France, Netherlands, and New Zealand
added their signatures to the celebration. It is estimated that roughly 50,000,000 human beings died in the
course of World War II including 20,000,000 Soviets, 7,000,000 Germans, 6,000,000 Chinese, 6,000,000
Poles, 6,000,000 Jews, 3,000,000 Japanese, 1,500,000 Yugoslavs, 511,000 from the British Commonwealth
nations, 420,000 Greeks, 363,000 Americans, 240,000 Dutch, 36,000 Indians, 27,000 Finns, and untold
thousands from other cultures. At the end of the ceremony, General MacArthur announced, “These
proceedings are closed.” Army forces were disembarked at Yokohama from a naval task force under the
command of Rear Admiral J.L. Hall.
In related ceremonies, Japanese troops on Truk in the Caroline Islands, on Pagan and Rota Islands in the
Marianas Islands, and in the Palau Islands were meanwhile surrendering to other United States Naval and
Marine officers on board other naval vessels at various locations.
On this same day, Ho Chi Minh proclaimed the independence of Vietnam to a crowd of 500,000 in Hanoi by
quoting from the text of the American Declaration of Independence, which had been supplied to him by our
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OSS — “We hold the truth that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain
unalienable rights, among them life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. This immortal statement is extracted
from the Declaration of Independence of the United States of America in 1776. These are undeniable truths.”
Ho declared himself president of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam and would pursue American
recognition but would repeatedly be ignored by President Harry S Truman.

During the WWII period 1941 to 1945, a total of some 2,700 or more Liberty Ships had been constructed in
18 shipyards, as general cargo carriers. One of these had been designated the SS Henry D. Thoreau. The last
datapoint that we presently possess is a radio news announcement during this month: that cargo vessel was in
the Caribbean, it was caught in a storm, and its highly explosive deck cargo had broken loose.

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

WORLD WAR II

WWII

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE
The warlords of America would not release their prisoners of conscience right away, but as it seems, under the
circumstances Friend John R. Kellam of the good behavior would probably not need to serve out his total fiveyear “legal maximum” prison sentence:

After the war ended, I spent the last fifteen months of my
sentence, which was originally five years, at Lewisburg.

The only library books I saw at Lewisburg were ones a former sea
captain had brought me, THE AMERICAN EPHEMERIS AND NAUTICAL ALMANAC
because he had discovered —he was an orderly in the hospital
ward, and he found out— that I was doing some exercises in math
so he brought me these books full of tables, astronomical
tables, which delighted me and I spent a lot of time — I even
figured out all of the elements of the orbit for a fictitious
planet, which I called Imp, for Impossible. I think I put it
somewhere between Venus and Earth in order to have its own orbit.
I wasn’t particularly concerned about perturbations of the
orbits of either Venus or Earth but just to see how it would
rotate around, or revolve around the Sun, what its own year would
be and how large it was likely to be and how much gravitation
it probably would have in that position and so forth. I made a
lot of assumptions which were not factually based but anyway it
was an instructive sort of fiddling around.
There was a man who had lost his power to walk because of feeling
very oppressed and violated. This was an Indian, an American
Indian, another inmate at Lewisburg, who had resisted routine
inoculation for whatever disease, inoculations that were given
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to any inmate whose history wasn’t firm that he had had such an
inoculation recently enough. He resisted on the basis that his
Indian religious faith was very strong against taking anything
into his body that was not generated inside his body from normal
food. Anything injected would be a poison and would have dire
side-effects. It was not to be permitted, but the prison
authorities had insisted and against his most strenuous physical
resistance they had injected some kind of vaccine into one of
his buttocks where it would be absorbed in a way that medical
science says is proper. He was so violated in opposition to his
conscience and his religious spirituality that he lost all power
in that leg on that side and he simply could not walk. He had
no strength left. The doctors dismissed this as so much hysteria
and of course every prisoner is supposed to conform to whatever
demands are made by the authorities over all the inmates. We
should not presume to question their judgment because they were
in control and virtually owned us for the duration of our
sentences. Now this man was in a private room at the time and
he soon was thrown out into the ward. He was bedridden so his
food was brought to him on a tray and put on his little side
table. There didn’t seem to be any other disability but he was
absolutely convinced that he could not walk. To me this
indicated the complete insensitivity of the prison officials to
any matters of religious conscience. They were completely
indifferent to him as they were to me. It all fit.

While I was at Lewisburg, there was a fellow from Tunbridge,
Vermont who came to visit me. He was a medium large fellow with
a bushy beard and a very deep voice. He had a whole air of self
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confidence and he was happy to be himself. He had refused
military service. I don’t recall that he was a member of any
church, or at least any of the peace churches, but he looked
like a fellow who always knew precisely where he stood and didn’t
have to think very much about how to react to situations. He
seemed to have been born wise. I liked him as soon as he
introduced himself and we sat and talked together. He seemed to
be finding out how firm and settled I was. I don’t know if he
had any early struggles at all. He just looked like someone who
never had.258

ESSENCE IS BLUR. SPECIFICITY,
THE OPPOSITE OF ESSENCE,
IS OF THE NATURE OF TRUTH.

September 3, Monday-December 31: Rudolph Dunbar becomes the first black man to conduct the Berlin
Philharmonic. Among other things he directed the 1st European performance of the Afro-American Symphony
of William Grant Still.
The period between the signing of the capitulation documents on board the battleship Missouri (BB-63) and
the end of the year 1945 witnessed the surrender of Japanese garrisons on the Asiatic mainland, and on bypassed islands scattered throughout the western Pacific. Occupation of Japan progressed and the
administrative organization of the United States naval forces in the area was adjusted where necessary to
enable the Navy to carry out its assigned occupation and demilitarization duties. Naval combat strength
contracted as demobilization procedures were set in motion.
WORLD WAR II

258. Probably about five or six years ago I was going through Tunbridge, Vermont and I remembered that this fellow had said that
he had spent all of his childhood there. I wondered if he was still alive, so I tried to look him up. When I found a librarian there, she
told me who would likely know his name — the sheriff. So I found the sheriff in town and told him that I had met the man in
Lewisburg Penitentiary as another conscientious objector to the war. He knew right away who I was talking about and so I found
that he had lived a good life and that his latter years were spent down in Nicaragua on some kind of a service mission to a community.
Then he had returned to Tunbridge and eventually died somewhere in his seventies. I always wished that I had looked him up earlier.
I would like to have met him again.
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September 4, Tuesday: 2,200 Japanese troops remaining on Wake Island surrendered to the Americans.
Chinese Communist forces under Marshal Chu Teh began a general offensive to disarm surrendering Japanese
troops and take control of all Chinese territory currently in Japanese hands.
WORLD WAR II
Symphony no.9 by Dmitri Shostakovich was performed for the initial time, in a reduction for 2 pianos, in
Moscow Philharmonic Hall, by Svyatoslav Richter and the composer.

September 5, Wednesday: The British landed in Singapore.
WORLD WAR II
September 7, Friday: Japanese forces in the Ryukyus surrendered at Okinawa.
The Japanese surrendered Shanghai.
WORLD WAR II
September 8, Saturday: American formally occupied Tokyo and took control of the city.
American forces occupied Korea south of the 38th parallel.
British troops parachuted into Kemayoran Airport, Batavia (Jakarta).
Argentina ratified the Charter of the United Nations.
US occupation forces landed at Inchon, South Korea.
WORLD WAR II
September 9, Sunday: In a ceremony at Nanking, 1,000,000 Japanese troops in China surrendered.
British forces landed near Port Swettenham, Malaya to enforce the Japanese surrender.
The Japanese navy in eastern Indonesia formally surrendered to Australian forces at Morotai. Meanwhile
Japanese forces on Timor surrendered to Australians in Kupang harbor.
WORLD WAR II
September 10, Monday: General Douglas MacArthur imposed censorship on Japan and dissolved the Imperial Staff.
A People’s Republic was declared in Inner Mongolia.
The Nazi puppet ruler of Norway, Vidkun Abraham Lauritz Jonssøn Quisling, was convicted of treason and
sentenced to death.
WORLD WAR II
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September 11, Tuesday: Works for piano by Peter Sculthorpe were performed for the first time, over the local
Tasmanian airwaves of the Australian Broadcasting Commission, by the composer: “Falling Leaves” and
“Winter Woodland.”
The beginning of the use of artificial organs: 67-year-old Maria Schafstadt, a Dutch woman, survived a kidney
ailment through the use of an artificial kidney invented and managed by Willem Kolff. She was the 17th patient
Kolff treated with this machine, but the first one to survive more than a few days.
General Douglas MacArthur ordered the arrest of 40 Japanese officials on war crimes charges. When soldiers
arrived at the Tokyo home of former Prime Minister Hideki Tojo, he shot himself four times in the stomach
even though he fully intended the shots to enter his heart (an American hospital in Yokohama would restore
him sufficiently to enable us to hang him).
Portugal reasserted authority over Portuguese Timor.
Japanese forces handed over Sarawak to an Australian administration.
WORLD WAR II
September 13, Thursday: The Japanese surrendered in Burma.
Indian, Gurkha and Free French troops arrived in Saigon and freed the Vichy French garrison (who had been
imprisoned by the Japanese). All 3 forces, British and Free French, Vichy French, and Japanese joined to drive
the Viet Minh out of Saigon.
The Soviet Union established a German government in their occupation zone. 3 of 11 directors were
communists. 150,000 Chinese Nationalist soldiers, consisting mainly of poor peasants, would arrive in Hanoi,
after looting Vietnamese villages during their entire march down from China. They would then proceed to loot
Hanoi as well.
WORLD WAR II
September 15, Saturday: The Kingdoms of Luang Phra Bang and Champasak were unified as the Kingdom of Laos.
At 9:45PM Raymond Bell, an American soldier, mistakenly shot Anton Friedrich Wilhelm Webern 3 times at
the home of his son-in-law in Mittersill, near Salzburg, killing him. The composer had reached 61 years of age.
Four-star General George Smith Patton, Jr., who had liberated the surviving inmates of the Nazi concentration
camps, characterized the people for whom his soldiers were presently caring:
[Earl] Harrison and his ilk believe that the Displaced Person
is a human being, which he is not, and this applies particularly
to the Jews who are lower than animals ... a subhuman species
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without any of the cultural or social refinements of our time.
ANTISEMITISM

It is indeed unfortunate that our General Patton neglected on this occasion to compose one of his poems. On the
basis of other surviving examples of his compositions, we can fairly well imagine how utterly fascinating a
poem which he, with his attitude, might have composed on this topic, would have been! If he had bothered to
compose one, it could have been, for instance, an effort more or less along these lines, which he would
compose late in life:
WORLD WAR II

Duty
Duty that armed Abraham’s hand
And nerved the blade of Antony
Thy lambent light n’er brighter burned
Than in this bloody war today.
It steadies in its darkest hour
The wavering heart of woman-hood
It makes the boy to sacrifice
His life, his all for country’s good.
Oh! mighty soul, uplifting thought
That did inspire the great of yore
Thou hast returned into our midst
Pray God thou ne’er shall leave us more.

Or, it could have been something more or less along these lines, which he had composed early in life:

In Memoriam
The war is over and we pass
To pleasure after pain
Except those few who ne’er shall see
Their native land again.
To one of these my memory turns
Noblest of the noble slain
To Captain English of the Tanks
Who never shall return.
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Yet should some future war exact
Of me the final debt
My fondest hope would be to tread
The path which he has set.
For faithful unto God and man
And to his country true
He died to live forever
In the hearts of those he knew.
Death found in him no faltering
But faithful to the last
He smiled into the face of Fate
And mocked it as he passed.
No, death to him was not defeat
But victory sublime
The grave promoted him to be
A hero for all time.

September 16, Sunday: A British admiral landed at Batavia (Jakarta) and announced that his purpose was merely to
secure the area until Dutch officials could arrived to resumed their colonial rule.
As officers of the Japanese occupation of Hong Kong lined up in Government House (watched by 3
commandos with their fingers on the triggers of their tommy guns) to hand over their swords to Admiral
Harcourt of the Royal Navy, and as warships in Victoria Strait conducted a 21-gun salute –the 610,000
residents of the British colony all holding their breaths at the same time– a pipe band of the Royal Marines
struck up the British national anthem: “Rotate the players, boys, continue this game....”
WORLD WAR II

September 18, Tuesday: A thousand white students walked out of the public schools of Gary, Indiana in protest against
being forced to sit in classes alongside black students. Who do you think we are, anyway?
The 1st congressional hearing testimony by an officer of the American Psychological Association was given
by its secretary, Donald Marquis, to the House Subcommittee on Public Health. He favored the National
Neuropsychiatric Institute Act (H.R. 2550). The organization’s executive secretary, Dael Wolfle, would testify
for the Senate version of that bill to the Senate Subcommittee on Health and Education on March 6th of the
following year.259
General Douglas MacArthur set up the headquarters of the Supreme Command Allied Powers in Tokyo.
WORLD WAR II

259. Street, W.R. A CHRONOLOGY OF NOTEWORTHY EVENTS IN AMERICAN PSYCHOLOGY. Washington DC: American
Psychological Association, 1994
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September 22, Saturday: In South Vietnam, 1,400 French soldiers released by the British from former Japanese
internment camps entered Saigon and went on a deadly rampage, attacking Viet Minh and killing innocent
civilians including children — aided in this by French civilians who joined eagerly in the rampage (an
estimated 20,000 French civilians were living in Saigon).
Mike Colalillo of Duluth, Minnesota received a Congressional Medal of Honor from President Harry S
Truman. Mike had done something that Give-’em-Hell-Harry could recognize as honorable. He had been
extraordinary in the offing of enemies.
WORLD WAR II

September 23, Sunday: China occupied Laos north of the 16th parallel.
The All-India Congress Committee led by Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi and Jawaharlal Nehru rejected
British self-government proposals and demanded independence.
Egypt demanded British withdrawal from their country, and incorporation of Sudan into Egypt.
WORLD WAR II
September 24, Monday: Karl Amadeus Hartmann signed a contract with the Bavarian State Theater in München
naming him Dramaturge until August 31, 1946. This would be approved by the American military government
on September 26th. The position required him to report to the theater management on developments in opera
and music theater, and oversee musical productions of recent works. He would hold this position until his
death.
Bachianas Brasileiras no.6 for flute and bassoon by Heitor Villa-Lobos was performed for the initial time, at
the Escola Nacional de Música, Rio de Janeiro.
In Saigon, the Viet Minh successfully organized a general strike shutting down all commerce along with
electricity and water supplies. In a suburb of Saigon, members of Binh Xuyen, a Vietnamese criminal
organization, massacred 150 French and Eurasian civilians, including children.
WORLD WAR II
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September 25, Tuesday: Edward Albert Beurman committed suicide by jumping off the Golden Gate Bridge.
Allied authorities ordered the immediate abolition of all German armed forces, SS, SA, Gestapo and the Nazi
Party. All German foreign affairs would be handled by the Allies. Germans were ordered to turn over all gold,
silver and platinum coin and bullion. All items looted from conquered countries were ordered returned.
WORLD WAR II

September 26, Wednesday: Just before noon, Béla Bartók died of leukemia at West Side Hospital in New York City at
the age of 64 years, six months, and one day. The remains would be placed in Ferncliff Cemetery, Hartsdale,
New York.
The Argentine government imposed a state of siege and arrested hundreds, including of course newspaper
editors.
The 1st American death in Vietnam occurred, during the unrest in Saigon: this was OSS Lieutenant-Colonel
A. Peter Dewey, who was offed by Viet Minh guerrillas who mistook him for a French officer. Prior to his
death Dewey had filed a report on the deepening crisis in Vietnam, offering the commonsensical opinion that
the US “ought to clear out of Southeast Asia.”
WORLD WAR II
September 27, Thursday: Sonatina for violin and piano by Karel Husa was performed for the initial time, in Prague.
17 people were killed and 75 injured in Hindu/Muslim rioting in Bombay.
Most wartime restrictions over telephone and mail communications were lifted by the US government.
Der Tagesspiegel becomes Berlin’s first daily newspaper to be printed since the end of the war.
Emperor Hirohito and General Douglas MacArthur had their picture taken together at the US Embassy near
the Imperial Palace in Tokyo. The photographer snapped three shots — which was fortunate because in one of
the three the men were unfortunately blinking, while in another of the three the Emperor unfortunately had his
mouth open.260
WORLD WAR II
September 28, Friday: Police fired on rioters on the 3d day of sectarian violence in Bombay.
A funeral service in memory of Béla Bartók took place in the Unitarian chapel on West Side Avenue in New
York. The remains were then interred in Ferncliff Cemetery in Hartsdale, New York (they would be returned
to Hungary in 1988).
Corporal Samuel Barber was discharged from the United States Army.
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September 29, Saturday: In a Rome court, Rita Louisa “Axis Sally” Zucca was sentenced to 4 years and 5 months for
having made propaganda broadcasts from Italy.
WORLD WAR II
September 30, Sunday: US occupation authorities seized 21 Japanese banks.
Chinese Nationalists and Communists agreed to submit their differences to a political council made up of
members from the 2 groups and non-political members.
“War time,” year-round daylight savings time, was ended in the United States of America.
Ross Lee Finney received a Certificate of Merit from the Office of Strategic Services for his work during the
war.
US Marines of the III Amphibious Corps began landing in North China, where they would be collecting the
arms of 630,000 Japanese soldiers.
WORLD WAR II

260. There is a most interesting movie “Emperor” that centers upon this historic photo-op. The movie features information, some
true and some false, about two students who had met at Earlham College in Richmond, Indiana in 1914. Brigadier General Bonner
Fellers was one of those students at Earlham College. He was a Quaker from Ridge Farm, Illinois. At Earlham he met Japanese
exchange student Yuri Watanabe, a major in French and Bible Studies, whose family had sent her to America due to the waviness
of her hair (which they considered would make her unlikely to acquire a Japanese husband). Upon graduating from Earlham in 1916
and return to her home in Japan, she did, wavy hair or not, achieve that Japanese husband, and they produced a daughter Yoshiko
Isshiki.
Friend Bonner left Earlham in 1916 for West Point Military Academy. Contrary to this movie, he entered into a Quaker marriage
with Friend Dorothy Dysart in 1925 and this union produced a daughter Nancy Fellers. Friend Bonner remained a Quaker during
his career as an Army officer, until he retired in 1946. He was the author of a useful study “The Psychology of the Japanese Soldier.”
In the movie, Friend Bonner wears a pistol and sits around and get drunk of an evening — I don’t know whether that part of the
movie is accurate, or whether it is mere Hollywoodish “Peaceful Persuasion” bullshit. Friend Bonner is depicted as having had a
long-term love relationship with Yuri Watanabe but it seems clear that this at least is pure Hollywood fabrication. It is likely that
any long-term international relationship was merely that of old friends or acquaintances, since each of them was in fact married and
had produced a child. Had there been an interracial romance as depicted, it would have been for each of them adulterous, plus, it
would have been subject to very rigidly enforced military justice in regard to miscegenation with enemy women (the movie disposes
of the interracial liaison it has imagined by killing off Yuri Watanabe in an air raid, although in fact she not only survived the war
but renewed in postwar Japan her college friendship with her classmate).
Friend Bonner would recommend to Emperor Hirohito that he hire Friend Elizabeth Gray Vining as tutor for Crown Prince Akhito.
The plot imagines that during World War II Feller worked in Washington DC where he actively interfered with the bomb targeting
of his school friend’s hometown in Japan. This could not have happened because during those years in actuality Feller was stationed
in North Africa.
After Hiroshima and Nagasaki and the declaration of war by the Soviet Union on Japan, Brigadier General Fellers was engaged by
General MacArthur in setting up this day’s initial meeting with Emperor Hirohito. Fellers is the author of “Hirohito’s Struggle to
Surrender,” which appeared in July 1947 in Foreign Service magazine. Although the movie depicts him as discovering during a 10day mad dash of an investigation that the emperor had sent out a radio broadcast calling for Japanese soldiers to cease resistance,
and although much in the plot of the movie depends upon this discovery which seemed to make irrelevant the issue of whether the
emperor had committed war crimes, in fact there was no 10-day mad dash and Fellers achieved no such belated discovery — the
radio broadcast in question had immediately been translated into English by the Imperial Household and distributed to all the Allies,
so its nature was in no sense new news and had no impact on the US Army’s need to use the Emperor to ensure their occupation and
control over the Japanese home islands.
In the later life of Friend Bonner Fellers, he joined the John Birch Society and became an active Cold Warrior helping to prepare
America for a WWIII all-out global conflict against Godless Atheistic Communism (as Jesus wanted).
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OCTOBER 1945
October: News items relating to the development of ELECTRIC WALDEN technology: Jay Forrester, who was in
charge of developing a flight simulator that could be reprogrammed to give aircraft training on various aircraft
rather than being confined to the parameters of a single model of plane, was persuaded by Perry Crawford to
develop
it as a digital rather than an analog device — so that the parts that would be changing so as to reflect
ELECTRIC
different features of different aircraft could be captured in easily modified computer instructions rather than in
WALDEN
hard-to-alter hardware. What this would mean was that they would have to change such computers over from
being batch-oriented (solve a problem and stop) to being real-time (continue to respond to a series of fresh
inputs). This “Whirlwind” project would be the largest and most expensive of its era.

Norbert Wiener was so aghast at what had been being done offensively with his wartime mathematical
research, which supposedly had been into the defense topic of antiaircraft fire control, that he was going
around in scientific meetings referring to the “Massacre of Nagasaki.” One of his more belligerent colleagues
would characterize him as “a man in a confused dream.”

ATOM BOMB
(Actually, of course, what had happened was that Norbert had wakened from a confused public dreamstate
which still was obscuring the thought processes of this colleague.)
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October: 35,000 French soldiers under the command of World War II General Jacques Philippe Leclerc arrived in
South Vietnam to restore French rule. The Viet Minh immediately began a guerrilla campaign against them.
The French would succeed in expelling the Viet Minh from Saigon.
50,000 US Marines were sent to North China to assist Chinese Nationalist authorities in disarming and
repatriating the Japanese in China and in controlling ports, railroads, and airfields. This was in addition to
approximately 60,000 US forces remaining in China at the end of World War II.
US MILITARY INTERVENTIONS
October 3, Wednesday: 30,000 university students went on strike in Argentina to protest repressive government
policies.
The ashes of Amy Marcy Cheney Beach were placed next to those of her husband in Forest Hills Cemetery,
Boston. During the nine months since her death, they had been kept in St. Bartholemew’s Church, New York.
Lieutenant Richard Milhous Nixon received an appointment as a Lieutenant Commander in the US Naval
Reserve.
WORLD WAR II
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October 4, Thursday: The True Glory, a film with music by Marc Blitzstein, was released in the United States.
A symphonic suite from the ballet Appalachian Spring by Aaron Copland was performed for the initial time,
in New York.
An unofficial dock strike began in Great Britain.
General Douglas MacArthur ordered the restoration of civil liberties in Japan.
1,000 Dutch troops arrived in Batavia (Jakarta). Some Indonesian cities were in the hands of nationalists,
including Surabaya and Bandung.
The trial of Pierre Laval began in Paris. His lawyers refuse to attend, and he himself was ejected after
protesting his lack of counsel.
Argentine troops invaded the University of La Plata and arrest 350 students and several professors.
WORLD WAR II
October 9, Tuesday: Japanese troops in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands surrender to the British.
Pierre Laval was found guilty of plotting against the state and intelligence with the enemy. He was sentenced
to death and his property was ordered seized.
WORLD WAR II

October 10, Wednesday: The British government revealed an agreement with the USSR for both countries to quit Iran
by the following March 2d.
The Columbia Broadcasting System successfully tested broadcasting of television in color in New York.
The Headquarters of the Commander in Chief United States Fleet (Fleet Admiral E.J. King) was
disestablished.
WORLD WAR II
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October 11, Thursday: Rival Chinese leaders Mao Tse-tung and Chiang Kai-shek announced an agreement in
Chungking to maintain peace and order, effect a national conciliation, and foster democratic institutions.
International administration of Tangier went into effect.
The Daughters of the American Revolution refuse to allow pianist Hazel Scott to give a concert in Constitution
Hall, Washington. The hall may not be used by Blacks.
Incidental music to Duncan’s play This Way to the Tomb by Benjamin Britten was performed for the initial
time, in the Mercury Theater, London.
WORLD WAR II
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October 15, Monday: Pierre Laval, prime minister in the Vichy government, was executed by firing squad at the prison
of Fresnes, Paris. Shortly before the execution, Laval attempted suicide by ingesting poison.
The Allies eliminate Hessen-Pfalz. Its constituent parts go to create Rheinland-Hessen-Nassau and Pfalz.
Peru and Poland ratify the Charter of the United Nations.
This woman (her name we do not know — she was not Mrs. Enola Gay Tibbets), who had been burned by the
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heat flash at Hiroshima at 8:16AM local time but had for 71 days been a survivor, died:

WORLD WAR II
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October 16, Tuesday: The Hungarian government instituted a state of siege to curb lawlessness in the country.
WORLD WAR II
The Food and Agriculture Organization was established in Quebec. This would be attached to the United
Nations on December 14th, 1946.
October 17, Wednesday: An imperial decree ordered the liberation of about 1,000,000 Japanese held in prisons and
concentration camps.
WORLD WAR II
Indonesian nationalists killed 15 people in Depok, Java. Elsewhere on the island Red Cross workers were
taken hostage.
Soviet troops began to withdraw from Manchuria.
Archbishop Damaskinos replaced Petros Voulgaris as Prime Minister of Greece.
The Soviet Union annexed the northern half of East Prussia including Königsberg (Kaliningrad).
Colonel Juan Domingo Perón Sosa took power in Argentina, confirming President Farrell in his office.
October 18, Thursday: Norbert Wiener drafted a resignation letter, that he would “leave scientific work completely
and finally” because of the manner in which his mathematical discoveries were being used to bring evil into
the world:

“I see no other course which accords with my conscience.”
WORLD WAR II
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(Of course Norbert was merely blowing smoke up his own crack, as he would never ever hand such a letter
to the president of MIT. :-)
Japanese troops quelled the uprising in Semarang, Java and handed over the city to the British.
The German War Crimes trials convened in Berlin. 24 highly ranked Nazis were charged with various crimes
including waging aggressive war, murder, pillage and destruction, and crimes against humanity.
A 1-day general strike took place in Argentina in support of Colonel Juan Perón.

October 19, Friday: Japanese naval forces at Mergui, in the far south of Burma, surrendered to the British.
WORLD WAR II
President Isaias Medina Angarita of Venezuela was deposed by army officers. Rioting resulted in 50 deaths
and around 100 injuries.
October 20, Saturday: Indonesian nationalist leader Achmed Sukarno appealed to the United States to end material aid
to colonial forces in the islands.
22 top Nazis were indicted in Berlin on the following charges:
1. A common plan or conspiracy to seize power and establish a totalitarian regime
to prepare and wage a war of aggression.
2. Waging a war of aggression.
3. Violation of the laws of war.
4. Crimes against humanity, persecution and extermination.
Thomas Pasatieri was born in New York City.
Fighting broke out between rival army factions in Venezuela.
WORLD WAR II
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October 21, Sunday: France held its 1st national postwar elections. Women voted for the initial time in French national
elections. Leftists did well, with the Communists and Socialists becoming the two largest parties.
The 1st postwar elections took place in Luxembourg.
With the apparent success of the rebellion in Venezuela, Romulo Bettencourt became provisional president.
Sonata for violin and piano op.99 by Ernst Krenek was performed for the initial time, in Bridgman Hall,
Hamline University, St. Paul, Minnesota, the composer himself at the piano.
Cain et Abel op.241 for speaker and orchestra by Darius Milhaud to words of the Bible was performed for the
initial time, in Hollywood.
WORLD WAR II

October 22, Monday: Results from a referendum in Mongolia indicated support for independence.
Sonatina for flute and viola by Ernst Krenek was performed for the initial time, in Teatro del Pueblo, Buenos
Aires.
WORLD WAR II
October 23, Tuesday: Concertino for piano and orchestra op.16 by Vincent Persichetti was performed for the initial
time, in Rochester, New York, the composer himself at the keyboard.
President Harry S Truman delivered a message to the US federal Congress calling for enactment of a peacetime universal military training program (there’s no such thing as being too ready to go to war!)
WORLD WAR II
MILITARY CONSCRIPTION

October 24, Wednesday: The 2d revision of Igor Stravinsky’s Suite from “The Firebird” was performed for the initial
time, in New York City.
Serenade Concertante for orchestra by Arthur Berger was performed for the initial time, in Rochester, New
York conducted by Howard Hanson.
With the ratification of the USSR, Cuba and Colombia, the Charter of the United Nations went into effect
between the nations that had ratified the charter (at an early point, there has been said to have been some
speculation that it might be most appropriate were this organization to be situated in the historically important
town of Concord, Massachusetts — however, up to this point in my research, I have been unable to identify a
single personage outside the town of Concord who was even cognizant of the existence of such a proposal).
In Oslo, Vidkun Abraham Lauritz Jonssøn Quisling, leader of the Norwegian government under Nazi
occupation, was executed by firing squad in Akershus Fortress, Oslo.
Banks, insurance companies, and industries representing 61% of the workforce of Czechoslovakia were
nationalized by presidential decree.

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

WORLD WAR II

WWII

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE
A Japanese cameraman shooting footage in Nagasaki was ordered by an American military policeman to stop
his camera. His exposed film was confiscated. Soon the remainder of 26,000 feet of footage held by his
employer, Nippon Eisasha, would be confiscated by the US occupation headquarters. Then an order would be
issued banning any such filming. Lieutenant Colonel (Retired) Daniel A. McGovern, who as a wartime
Lieutenant had directed the US military filmmakers in occupied Japan, has commented: “I always had the
sense that people in the Atomic Energy Commission were sorry we had dropped the bomb. The Air Force —
it was also sorry. I was told by people in the Pentagon that they didn’t want those [film] images out because
they showed effects on man, woman and child.... They didn’t want the general public to know what their
weapons had done — at a time they were planning on more bomb tests. We didn’t want the material out
because ... we were sorry for our sins.” McGovern says that in his opinion Americans should have been
allowed to view the damage wrought by the new megaweapon. “The main reason it was classified was ...

because of the horror, the devastation.” Erik Barnouw, author of landmark histories of film and broadcasting,
has commented that “I feel that classifying all of this filmed material was a misuse of the secrecy system since
none of it had any military or national security aspect at all. The reason must have been –that if the public had
seen it and Congressmen had seen it –it would have been much harder to appropriate money for more bombs.”
WORLD WAR II
ATOM BOMB
US MILITARY INTERVENTIONS
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Hiroshima Cover-up Exposed
By Greg Mitchell
Posted on August 4, 2005
http://www.alternet.org/story/23914/
In the weeks following the atomic attacks on Japan almost 60
years ago, and then for decades afterward, the United States
engaged in airtight suppression of all film shot in Hiroshima
and Nagasaki after the bombings. This included footage shot by
US military crews and Japanese newsreel teams. In addition, for
many years all but a handful of newspaper photographs were
seized or prohibited.
The public did not see any of the newsreel footage for 25 years,
and the US military film remained hidden for nearly four
decades.
The full story of this atomic coverup is told fully for the first
time at Editor & Publisher, as the 60th anniversary of the atomic
bombings approaches later this week. Some of the long-suppressed
footage will be aired on television this Saturday.
Six weeks ago, E&P broke the story that articles written by famed
Chicago Daily News war correspondent George Weller about the
effects of the atomic bomb dropped on Nagasaki were finally
published, in Japan, almost six decades after they had been
spiked by US officials. This drew national attention, but
suppressing film footage shot in Hiroshima and Nagasaki was even
more significant, as this country rushed into the nuclear age
with its citizens having neither a true understanding of the
effects of the bomb on human beings, nor why the atomic attacks
drew condemnation around the world.
As editor of Nuclear Times magazine in the 1980s, I met Herbert
Sussan, one of the members of the US military film crew, and
Erik Barnouw, the famed documentarian who first showed some of
the Japanese footage on American TV in 1970. In fact, that
newsreel footage might have disappeared forever if the Japanese
filmmakers had not hidden one print from the Americans in a
ceiling.
The color US military footage would remain hidden until the
early 1980s, and has never been fully aired. It rests today at
the National Archives in College Park, Maryland, in the form of
90,000 feet of raw footage labeled #342 USAF.
When that footage finally emerged, I corresponded and spoke with
the man at the center of this drama: Lt. Col. (Ret.) Daniel A.
McGovern, who directed the U.S. military filmmakers in 19451946, managed the Japanese footage, and then kept watch on all
of the top-secret material for decades.
“I always had the sense,” McGovern told me, “that people in the
Atomic Energy Commission were sorry we had dropped the bomb. The
Air Force — it was also sorry. I was told by people in the
Pentagon that they didn’t want those [film] images out because
they showed effects on man, woman and child. ... They didn’t
want the general public to know what their weapons had done —
at a time they were planning on more bomb tests. We didn’t want
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the material out because ... we were sorry for our sins.”
Sussan, meanwhile, struggled for years to get some of the
American footage aired on national TV, taking his request as
high as President Truman, Robert F. Kennedy, and Edward R.
Murrow, to no avail.
More recently, McGovern declared that Americans should have seen
the damage wrought by the bomb. “The main reason it was
classified was ... because of the horror, the devastation,” he
said. Because the footage shot in Hiroshima and Nagasaki was
hidden for so long, the atomic bombings quickly sank,
unconfronted and unresolved, into the deeper recesses of
American awareness, as a costly nuclear arms race, and nuclear
proliferation, accelerated.
The atomic cover-up also reveals what can happen in any country
that carries out deadly attacks on civilians in any war and then
keeps images of what occurred from its own people.
Ten years ago, I co-authored (with Robert Jay Lifton) the book
“Hiroshima in America,” and new material has emerged since. On
August 6, and on following days, the Sundance cable channel will
air “Original Child Bomb,” a prize-winning documentary on which
I worked. The film includes some of the once-censored footage —
along with home movies filmed by McGovern in Hiroshima and
Nagasaki.

The Japanese newsreel footage
On August 6, 1945, the United States dropped an atomic bomb over
Hiroshima, killing at least 70,000 instantly and perhaps 50,000
more in the days and months to follow. Three days later, it
exploded another atomic bomb over Nagasaki, slightly off target,
killing 40,000 immediately and dooming tens of thousands of
others. Within days, Japan had surrendered, and the U.S. readied
plans for occupying the defeated country — and documenting the
first atomic catastrophe.
But the Japanese also wanted to study it. Within days of the
second atomic attack, officials at the Tokyo-based newsreel
company Nippon Eigasha discussed shooting film in the two
stricken cities. In early September, just after the Japanese
surrender, and as the American occupation began, director Sueo
Ito set off for Nagasaki. There his crew filmed the utter
destruction near ground zero and scenes in hospitals of the
badly burned and those suffering from the lingering effects of
radiation.
On September 15, another crew headed for Hiroshima. When the
first rushes came back to Tokyo, Akira Iwasaki, the chief
producer, felt “every frame burned into my brain,” he later
said.
At this point, the American public knew little about conditions
in the atomic cities beyond Japanese assertions that a
mysterious affliction was attacking many of those who survived
the initial blasts (claims that were largely taken to be
propaganda). Newspaper photographs of victims were nonexistent, or censored. Life magazine would later observe that
for years “the world ... knew only the physical facts of atomic
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destruction.”
Tens of thousands of American GIs occupied the two cities.
Because of the alleged absence of residual radiation, no one was
urged to take precautions.
Then, on October 24, 1945, a Japanese cameraman in Nagasaki was
ordered to stop shooting by an American military policeman. His
film, and then the rest of the 26,000 feet of Nippon Eisasha
footage, was confiscated by the US General Headquarters (GHQ).
An order soon arrived banning all further filming. It was at
this point that Lieutenant Daniel McGovern took charge.

Shooting the U.S. Military footage
In early September, 1945, less than a month after the two bombs
fell, Lieutenant McGovern — who as a member of Hollywood’s famed
First Motion Picture Unit shot some of the footage for William
Wyler’s “Memphis Belle” — had become one of the first Americans
to arrive in Hiroshima and Nagasaki. He was a director with the
US Strategic Bombing Survey, organized by the Army the previous
November to study the effects of the air campaign against
Germany, and now Japan.
As he made plans to shoot the official American record, McGovern
learned about the seizure of the Japanese footage. He felt it
would be a waste to not take advantage of the newsreel footage,
noting in a letter to his superiors that “the conditions under
which it was taken will not be duplicated, until another atomic
bomb is released under combat conditions.”
McGovern proposed hiring some of the Japanese crew to edit and
“caption” the material, so it would have “scientific value.” He
took charge of this effort in early January 1946, even as the
Japanese feared that, when they were done, they would never see
even a scrap of their film again.
At the same time, McGovern was ordered by General Douglas
MacArthur on January 1, 1946 to document the results of the US
air campaign in more than 20 Japanese cities. His crew would
shoot exclusively on color film, Kodachrome and Technicolor,
rarely used at the time even in Hollywood. McGovern assembled a
crew of eleven, including two civilians. Third in command was a
young lieutenant from New York named Herbert Sussan.
The unit left Tokyo in a specially outfitted train, and made it
to Nagasaki. “Nothing and no one had prepared me for the
devastation I met there,” Sussan later told me. “We were the
only people with adequate ability and equipment to make a record
of this holocaust.... I felt that if we did not capture this
horror on film, no one would ever really understand the
dimensions of what had happened. At that time people back home
had not seen anything but black and white pictures of blasted
buildings or a mushroom cloud.”
Along with the rest of McGovern’s crew, Sussan documented the
physical effects of the bomb, including the ghostly shadows of
vaporized civilians burned into walls; and, most chillingly,
dozens of people in hospitals who had survived (at least
momentarily) and were asked to display their burns, scars, and
other lingering effects for the camera as a warning to the world.
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At the Red Cross Hospital in Hiroshima, a Japanese physician
traced the hideous, bright red scars that covered several of the
patients — and then took off his white doctor’s shirt and
displayed his own burns and cuts.
After sticking a camera on a rail car and building their own
tracks through the ruins, the Americans filmed hair-raising
tracking shots that could have been lifted right from a
Hollywood movie. Their chief cameramen was a Japanese man, Harry
Mimura, who in 1943 had shot “Sanshiro Sugata,” the first
feature film by a then-unknown Japanese director named Akira
Kurosawa.

The suppression begins
While all this was going on, the Japanese newsreel team was
completing its work of editing and labeling all their black &
white footage into a rough cut of just under three hours. At
this point, several members of Japanese team took the courageous
step of ordering from the lab a duplicate of the footage they
had shot before the Americans took over the project.
Director Ito later said: “The four of us agreed to be ready for
10 years of hard labor in the case of being discovered.” One
incomplete, silent print would reside in a ceiling until the
Occupation ended.
The negative of the finished Japanese film, nearly 15,000 feet
of footage on 19 reels, was sent off to the US in early May 1946.
The Japanese were also ordered to include in this shipment all
photographs and related material. The footage would be labeled
SECRET and not emerge from the shadows for more than 20 years.
The following month, McGovern was abruptly ordered to return to
the US. He hauled the 90,000 feet of color footage, on dozens
of reels in huge footlockers, to the Pentagon and turned it over
to General Orvil Anderson. Locked up and declared top secret,
it did not see the light of day for more than 30 years.
McGovern would be charged with watching over it. Sussan would
become obsessed with finding it and getting it aired.
Fearful that his film might get “buried,” McGovern stayed on at
the Pentagon as an aide to General Anderson, who was fascinated
by the footage and had no qualms about showing it to the American
people. “He was that kind of man, he didn’t give a damn what
people thought,” McGovern told me. “He just wanted the story
told.”
In an article in his hometown Buffalo Evening News, McGovern
said that he hoped that “this epic will be made available to the
American public.” He planned to call the edited movie “Japan in
Defeat.”
Once they eyeballed the footage, however, most of the top brass
didn’t want it widely shown and the Atomic Energy Commission
(AEC) was also opposed, according to McGovern. It nixed a Warner
Brothers feature film project based on the footage that Anderson
had negotiated, while paying another studio about $80,000 to
help make four training films.
In a March 3, 1947 memo, Francis E. Rundell, a major in the Air
Corps, explained that the film would be classified “secret.”
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This was determined “after study of subject material, especially
concerning footage taken at Hiroshima and Nagasaki. It is
believed that the information contained in the films should be
safeguarded until cleared by the Atomic Energy Commission.”
After the training films were completed, the status would be
raised to “Top Secret” pending final classification by the AEC.
The color footage was shipped to the Wright-Patterson base in
Ohio. McGovern went along after being told to put an ID number
on the film “and not let anyone touch it — and that’s the way
it stayed,” as he put it. After cataloging it, he placed it in
a vault in the top-secret area.
“Dan McGovern stayed with the film all the time,” Sussan later
said. “He told me they could not release the film [because] what
it showed was too horrible.”
Sussan wrote a letter to President Truman, suggesting that a
film based on the footage “would vividly and clearly reveal the
implications and effects of the weapons that confront us at this
serious moment in our history.” A reply from a Truman aide threw
cold water on that idea, saying such a film would lack “wide
public appeal.”
McGovern, meanwhile, continued to “babysit” the film, now at
Norton Air Force base in California. “It was never out of my
control,” he said later, but he couldn’t make a film out of it
any more than Sussan could (but unlike Herb, he at least knew
where it was).

The Japanese footage emerges
At the same time, McGovern was looking after the Japanese
footage. Fearful that it might get lost forever in the military/
government bureaucracy, he secretly made a 16mm print and
deposited it in the US Air Force Central Film Depository at
Wright-Patterson. There it remained out of sight, and generally
out of mind. (The original negative and production materials
remain missing, according to Abe Mark Nornes, who teaches at the
University of Michigan and has researched the Japanese footage
more than anyone.)
The Japanese government repeatedly asked the US for the full
footage of what was known in that country as “the film of
illusion,” to no avail. A rare article about what it called this
“sensitive” dispute appeared in The New York Times on May 18,
1967, declaring right in its headline that the film had been
“Suppressed by US for 22 Years.” Surprisingly, it revealed that
while some of the footage was already in Japan (likely a
reference to the film hidden in the ceiling), the US had put a
“hold” on the Japanese using it — even though the American
control of that country had ceased many years earlier.
Despite rising nuclear fears in the 1960s, before and after the
Cuban Missile Crisis, few in the US challenged the consensus
view that dropping the bomb on two Japanese cities was
necessary. The United States maintained its “first-use” nuclear
policy: Under certain circumstances it would strike first with
the bomb and ask questions later. In other words, there was no
real taboo against using the bomb. This notion of acceptability
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had started with Hiroshima. A firm line against using nuclear
weapons had been drawn — in the sand. The US, in fact, had
threatened to use nuclear weapons during the Cuban Missile
Crisis and on other occasions.
On September 12, 1967, the Air Force transferred the Japanese
footage to the National Archives Audio Visual Branch in
Washington, with the film “not to be released without approval
of DOD (Department of Defense).”
Then, one morning in the summer of 1968, Erik Barnouw, author
of landmark histories of film and broadcasting, opened his mail
to discover a clipping from a Tokyo newspaper sent by a friend.
It indicated that the United States had finally shipped to Japan
a copy of black & white newsreel footage shot in Hiroshima and
Nagasaki. The Japanese had negotiated with the State Department
for its return.
From the Pentagon, Barnouw learned in 1968 that the original
nitrate film had been quietly turned over to the National
Archives, so he went to take a look. Soon Barnouw realized that,
despite its marginal film quality, “enough of the footage was
unforgettable in its implications, and historic in its
importance, to warrant duplicating all of it,” he later wrote.
Attempting to create a subtle, quiet, even poetic, black and
white film, he and his associates cut it from 160 to 16 minutes,
with a montage of human effects clustered near the end for
impact. Barnouw arranged a screening at the Museum of Modern Art
in New York, and invited the press. A throng turned out and sat
in respectful silence at its finish. (One can only imagine what
impact the color footage with many more human effects would have
had.) “Hiroshima-Nagasaki 1945” proved to be a sketchy but quite
moving document of the aftermath of the bombing, captured in
grainy but often startling black and white images: shadows of
objects or people burned into walls, ruins of schools, miles of
razed landscape viewed from the roof of a building.
In the weeks ahead, however, none of the (then) three TV networks
expressed interest in airing it. “Only NBC thought it might use
the film,” Barnouw later wrote, “if it could find a ‘news hook.’
We dared not speculate what kind of event this might call for.”
But then an article appeared in Parade magazine, and an
editorial in the Boston Globe blasted the networks, saying that
everyone in the country should see this film: “Television has
brought the sight of war into America’s sitting rooms from
Vietnam. Surely it can find 16 minutes of prime time to show
Americans what the first A-bombs, puny by today’s weapons, did
to people and property 25 years ago.”
This at last pushed public television into the void. What was
then called National Educational Television (NET) agreed to show
the documentary on August 3, 1970, to coincide with the 25th
anniversary of dropping the bomb.
“I feel that classifying all of this filmed material was a misuse
of the secrecy system since none of it had any military or
national security aspect at all,” Barnouw told me. “The reason
must have been — that if the public had seen it and Congressmen
had seen it — it would have been much harder to appropriate money
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for more bombs.”

The American footage comes out
About a decade later, by pure chance, Herb Sussan would spark
the emergence of the American footage, ending its decades in the
dark.
In the mid-1970s, Japanese antinuclear activists, led by a Tokyo
teacher named Tsutomu Iwakura, discovered that few pictures of
the aftermath of the atomic bombings existed in their country.
Many had been seized by the US military after the war, they
learned, and taken out of Japan. The Japanese had as little
visual exposure to the true effects of the bomb as most
Americans. Activists managed to track down hundreds of pictures
in archives and private collections and published them in a
popular book. In 1979 they mounted an exhibit at the United
Nations in New York.
There, by chance, Iwakura met Sussan, who told him about the
U.S. military footage.
Iwakura made a few calls and found that the color footage,
recently declassified, might be at the National Archives. A trip
to Washington DC verified this. He found eighty reels of film,
labeled #342 USAF, with the reels numbered 11000 to 11079. About
one-fifth of the footage covered the atomic cities. According
to a shot list, reel #11010 included, for example: “School, deaf
and dumb, blast effect, damaged ... Commercial school demolished
... School, engineering, demolished. ... School, Shirayama
elementary,
demolished,
blast
effect
...
Tenements,
demolished.”
The film had been quietly declassified a few years earlier, but
no one in the outside world knew it. An archivist there told me
at the time, “If no one knows about the film to ask for it, it’s
as closed as when it was classified.”
Eventually 200,000 Japanese citizens contributed half a million
dollars and Iwakura was able to buy the film. He then traveled
around Japan filming survivors who had posed for Sussan and
McGovern in 1946. Iwakura quickly completed a documentary called
“Prophecy” and in late spring 1982 arranged for a New York
premiere.
That fall a small part of the McGovern/Sussan footage turned up
for the first time in an American film, one of the sensations
of the New York Film Festival, called “Dark Circle.” It’s codirector, Chris Beaver, told me, “No wonder the government
didn’t want us to see it. I think they didn’t want Americans to
see themselves in that picture. It’s one thing to know about
that and another thing to see it.”
Despite this exposure, not a single story had yet appeared in
an American newspaper about the shooting of the footage, its
suppression or release. And Sussan was now ill with a form of
lymphoma doctors had found in soldiers exposed to radiation in
atomic tests during the 1950s — or in Hiroshima and Nagasaki.
In late 1982, editing Nuclear Times, I met Sussan and Erik
Barnouw — and talked on several occasions with Daniel McGovern,
out in Northridge, California. “It would make a fine documentary
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even today,” McGovern said of the color footage. “Wouldn’t it
be wonderful to have a movie of the burning of Atlanta?”
After he hauled the footage back to the Pentagon, McGovern said,
he was told that under no circumstances would the footage be
released for outside use. “They were fearful of it being
circulated,” McGovern said. He confirmed that the color footage,
like the black and white, had been declassified over time,
taking it from top secret to “for public release” (but only if
the public knew about it and asked for it).
Still, the question of precisely why the footage remained secret
for so long lingered. Here McGovern added his considerable
voice. “The main reason it was classified was ... because of the
horror, the devastation,” he said. “The medical effects were
pretty gory. ... The attitude was: do not show any medical
effects. Don’t make people sick.”
But who was behind this? “I always had the sense,” McGovern
answered, “that people in the AEC were sorry they had dropped
the bomb. The Air Force — it was also sorry. I was told by people
in the Pentagon that they didn’t want those images out because
they showed effects on man, woman and child. But the AEC, they
were the ones that stopped it from coming out. They had power
of God over everybody,” he declared. “If it had anything to do
with nukes, they had to see it. They were the ones who destroyed
a lot of film and pictures of the first U.S. nuclear tests after
the war.”
Even so, McGovern believed, his footage might have surfaced “if
someone had grabbed the ball and run with it but the AEC did not
want it released.”
As “Dark Circle” director Chris Beaver had said, “With the
government trying to sell the public on a new civil defense
program and Reagan arguing that a nuclear war is survivable,
this footage could be awfully bad publicity.”

Today
In the summer of 1984, I made my own pilgrimage to the atomic
cities, to walk in the footsteps of Dan McGovern and Herb Sussan,
and meet some of the people they filmed in 1946. By then, the
McGovern/Sussan
footage
had
turned
up
in
several
new
documentaries. On September 2, 1985, however, Herb Sussan passed
away. His final request to his children: Would they scatter his
ashes at ground zero in Hiroshima?
In the mid-1990s, researching “Hiroshima in America,” a book I
would write with Robert Jay Lifton, I discovered the deeper
context for suppression of the U.S. Army film: it was part of a
broad effort to suppress a wide range of material related to the
atomic bombings, including photographs, newspaper reports on
radiation effects, information about the decision to drop the
bomb, even a Hollywood movie.
The 50th anniversary of the bombing drew extensive print and
television coverage — and wide use of excerpts from the
McGovern/Sussan footage — but no strong shift in American
attitudes on the use of the bomb.
Then, in 2003, as adviser to a documentary film, “Original Child
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Bomb,” I urged director Carey Schonegevel to draw on the atomic
footage as much as possible. She not only did so but also
obtained from McGovern’s son copies of home movies he had shot
in Japan while shooting the official film.
“Original Child Bomb” went on to debut at the 2004 Tribeca Film
Festival, win a major documentary award, and this week, on
August 6 and 7, it will debut on the Sundance cable channel.
After 60 years at least a small portion of that footage will
finally reach part of the American public in the unflinching and
powerful form its creators intended. Only then will the
Americans who see it be able to fully judge for themselves what
McGovern and Sussan were trying to accomplish in shooting the
film, why the authorities felt they had to suppress it, and what
impact their footage, if widely aired, might have had on the
nuclear arms race — and the nuclear proliferation that plagues,
and endangers, us today.
© 2005 Independent Media Institute.
All rights reserved.
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NOVEMBER 1945
November: Robinson Jeffers declined an invitation to represent the Pacific Coast region in the Academy of American
Poets. He was elected to membership in the American Academy of Arts and Letters.
There was an epidemic of polio on St. Helena.
President Harry S Truman kicked off his campaign to create Universal Compulsory Military Training,
carefully explaining to anyone who would listen that compulsory training to kill is in an entirely different
category from compulsory conscription to kill (in such compulsory training to kill, hopefully, if you do it right
you don’t need actually to kill anyone, you see, so how could even a pacifist possibly find anything to argue
with here).
MILITARY CONSCRIPTION

WORLD WAR II
November 1, Thursday: The Commonwealth of Australia ratified the United Nations Charter.
Railroads in Palestine were sabotaged at 50 points between Acre and Gaza. A bomb exploded at the Jerusalem
station. Jewish terrorists were blamed.
ANTISEMITISM
21 German bankers were arrested on suspicion of war crimes.
WORLD WAR II
The Northwest German Radio Symphony Orchestra gave its initial performance, directed by Hans SchmidtIsserstedt in Hamburg. It was created by the British in an attempt to return Germany to “normalcy.”
Panagiotis Kanellopoulos replaced Archbishop Damaskinos as Prime Minister of Greece.
Justin Dimick French committed suicide by jumping off the Golden Gate Bridge.
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November 2, Friday: Arabs staged a general strike in Egypt, Lebanon, Syria, and Palestine in protest to the Balfour
Declaration. Jews and Jewish businesses were attacked in Cairo and Alexandria. A synagogue was torched in
Cairo. Nine people were reported killed, and 520 were injured.
ANTISEMITISM
The Republic of Costa Rica and the Republic of Liberia ratified the United Nations Charter.
Two early orchestral works by Sergei Rakhmaninov were performed for the initial time, in Moscow:
Scherzo in d minor, composed in 1887, and the symphonic poem Prince Rostislav, composed in 1891.
Chant des déportés for chorus and orchestra by Olivier Messiaen to his own words was performed for the initial
time, in Palais de Chaillot, Paris. The piano part was played by Pierre Boulez. This work was composed in
memory of those deported to their deaths in Germany.
42 members of the staff at Dachau concentration camp were indicted in Nürnberg.
WORLD WAR II
A piano concerto by Gian-Carlo Menotti was performed for the initial time, in Boston.
Leola Myers committed suicide by jumping off the Golden Gate Bridge.
November 4, Sunday: Riots by Arabs in Tripoli and four other cities killed over 121 Jews. British troops fired on the
rioters and arrested more than 500.
ANTISEMITISM
In Hungarian national elections, Conservatives won, Communists obtaining merely 17% of the vote.
A letter home, apparently from a white GI at Camp Phillip Morris in France (found recently at a rummage
sale):
Well there were four more enlisted men and an officer killed
last night in Le Havre again. I wouldn’t doubt that it at all
if it isn’t some of the black so and so. I just can’t stand any
of them at all. They just think that they own the whole place
and that there isn’t anyone better than they. I think that they
will have a different time when they get back in the States that
is if they don’t get set right off the bat it is going to be bad
there and that is all there is going to be to it. They have all
led a very good life in the army and when they go back to
civilian life they are going to hate to go in the old huts that
they have and are going to start demanding things and the country
isn’t going to put up with it. If they do well, it is going to
be bad.
WORLD WAR II
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November 5, Monday: Trials began in Delhi for Indians accused of having collaborated with the Japanese.
WORLD WAR II
The Republic of Colombia ratified the United Nations Charter.
The British dock strike ended a month and a day after it had begun.
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November 6, Tuesday: Charles de Gaulle and his provisional government resigned as the new Constituent Assembly
convened in Paris.
Russian Fantasy for orchestra by Aram Khachaturian was performed for the initial time, in Moscow.
Bomber 44-86292, the Enola Gay, took off from Tinian for Roswell Army Air Field, New Mexico, where most
of the 509th was being aggregated subsequent to the Japanese surrender.
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November 10, Saturday: Indonesian republican troops launched a counterattack against the British at Surabaya which
continues for the next three weeks. During the fighting, 600 British (Indian) soldiers go over to the other side.
Cosmos, a tone poem for four pianos by Ivan Alyeksandrovich Vyshnegradsky, was performed for the initial
time, in Paris. Two of the pianos were tuned a quarter-tone higher than the other two.
Symphony no.1 by Michael Tippett was performed for the initial time, in Philharmonic Hall, Liverpool.
US occupation forces in Japan received orders from the US Secretary of War in Washington DC to seek out
and destroy the cyclotrons at the Riken Institute of Kyoto University and at Osaka University.
WORLD WAR II
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November 20, Tuesday: The German war crimes trials opened in Nürnberg (they would end on October 1, 1946).
WORLD WAR II

WAR CRIMES TRIALS
November 21, Wednesday: The US occupation administration began to censor Japanese plays and music.
WORLD WAR II
Themistoklis Panagiotou Sophoulis replaced Panagiotis Kanellopoulos as Prime Minister of Greece.
The Republic of Guatemala Ratified the United Nations Charter.
The United Auto Workers in Detroit struck against General Motors over lack of progress in negotiations.
Cinderella op.87, a ballet by Sergei Prokofiev to a scenario by Volkov, was performed for the initial time, in
the Bolshoy Theater, Moscow.
As part of the 250th anniversary of the death of Henry Purcell, Benjamin Britten’s String Quartet no.2 was
performed for the initial time, in Wigmore Hall, London.

November 22, Thursday: Chinese Nationalist troops captured Lienshan, Manchuria.
British and Japanese troops cleared Semarang of Indonesian fighters.
WORLD WAR II
As part of the commemoration of the 250th anniversary of the death of Henry Purcell, Benjamin Britten’s The
Holy Sonnets of John Donne op.35, a cycle for voice and piano, was performed for the initial time, in Wigmore
Hall, London, by Peter Pears and the composer on his 32nd birthday.
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November 24, Saturday: Chinese Nationalist troops took Hulutao, the first Manchurian port opened to them.
Perón supporters carry out pogroms in the Jewish sections of Buenos Aires. Police then arrested some of the
victims.
ANTISEMITISM
Pursuant to orders from the Secretary of War in Washington DC, US occupation forces in Japan sought out the
cyclotrons at the Riken Institute of Kyoto University and at Osaka University. Dismantling the devices
roughly, they loaded the component parts on barges and took the barges out into Tokyo bay and dumped these
objects over the side. (My high school science teacher, Mr. Oliver, would inform us in about 1953 or 1954 that
he personally had been a part of this, and that when they had returned to the dock after dumping the cyclotron
components, they had been met there with a telegram from Washington DC canceling those previous
instructions. — Of course, I have no way to evaluate the accuracy of this war story with which Mr. Oliver
regaled his teenage Indiana audience.)
WORLD WAR II
November 25, Sunday: Parliamentary elections in Austria resulted in a majority for the Catholic Peoples Party with
the Socialists providing the official opposition. Communists won 4 seats.
WORLD WAR II
In municipal elections, Ecadorian women voted for the initial time.
November 26, Monday: 10,000 British troops swept through the Sharon Valley looking for arms and terrorists.
Meeting opposition, they killed 9 Jews and injured 75.
ANTISEMITISM
In the 1st postwar elections in Austria, conservatives won the most voted.
A letter home from a GI in Linz, Austria (found recently at a rummage sale):
Well, we moved this morning to our new home and man what a “Hell”
hole. Pardon the expression but that is the way it is. I have
said a lot about the 89th and didn’t think there could be an
outfit any worse, but they sure have this 83rd beat. We don’t
have any water here and haven’t had heat for 2 weeks. The showers
don’t work and the toilets don’t flush for not having water and
we even do well to eat I’m afraid. We are living in an SS
barracks which is nice if it had all the convenience that it
had, but it doesn’t. We didn’t have any cots here at the barracks
and the Sgt said he would get some, but he didn’t.
WORLD WAR II
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November 30, Friday: Chinese Communists invaded Shantung Province from the south.
WORLD WAR II
Symphony no.4 by Bohuslav Martinu was performed for the initial time, in Philadelphia.
Sonatina for violin and harpsichord by Walter Piston was performed for the initial time.
Late November: Tyler Gatewood Kent, the American Embassy code clerk who had been arrested by the British police
in London on May 20, 1940, was finally released from the British prison on the Isle of Wight and allowed to
return to the homeland which he had sought, at the risk of his freedom, to serve. Friend John R. Kellam reports:
I didn’t hear anything about Tyler Kent then, because he had had
just a day or so of publicity before it dried up again.
The American press didn’t want to hear anything more about Tyler
Kent because they were all loyal to the official explanation of
how the war had started and they didn’t want any “revisionism.”
Poor Tyler Kent was really a broken man when he came back from
almost five and a half years in the Isle of Wight prison in
England. That’s the island just below England at the edge of the
English Channel, the island around which the America’s Cup
contenders used to race, a very large diamond-shaped island.
Anyway, when he came back he was still hoping to get his real
story out but the press went into quietus mode again after
beginning what they thought was some new publicity about this
notorious young man. So he and his mother went back to, I think
it was, Savannah, Georgia. He had terrible animus in his mind
against Joseph Patrick Kennedy, the father of the later
President. He had been the ambassador to Britain at the time
Tyler was trying to get his story to the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee chairperson. (It was John Connolly.) He wanted to blow
the whistle on Franklin Roosevelt for being two-faced about

getting into war or not getting into war. The elder Kennedy had
waived Tyler Kent’s diplomatic immunity so that he could be
caught and tried under British law, for mishandling the Prime
Minister’s secret mail. He had no standing of immunity so that
he could be brought back to this country and tried for whatever
the President might think he had done wrong by revealing or
trying to reveal the correspondence to Connolly. The Senator
betrayed him, and then the Ambassador, Kennedy, had canceled his
right to diplomatic immunity. That was so unfairly political,
done for propagandistic reasons, that Tyler was permanently
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outraged.
They had an appointment stateside for when Tyler would have his
furlough. Well, during a demonstration a few years later, for
which I had traveled from Providence down to Washington,
a walking demonstration which started at the Florida Avenue
Friends Meetinghouse and ended up with a silent vigil at the
White House, I took a little time out and went to the office of
the Evening Star to see if they had a file on Tyler Kent.
And they did. They brought it out and let me look at it.
I couldn’t touch it. As soon as I was through with one leaf,
they’d turn it over for me to read the other leaf. It told
something about his political work from Georgia, in which he was
writing, editing and publishing a hate sheet against not only
Joseph Patrick Kennedy but the entire Kennedy clan. There was
nobody in that family who wasn’t hated by Kent. So the hate sheet
came out and there were samples of it that I saw in that file.
I was very dismayed because I was hoping that Tyler Kent might
still be a whole person and not so full of hate that he couldn’t
maybe win his way over decades to get his story understood by
everybody. Turning so bitter meant that he discredited himself
and almost nobody would listen to a hothead like that. He was
just so sore at everybody. So eventually he and his mother felt
so rejected by the whole political system of America and so
frustrated that truth could not be told anywhere important. They
went to Mexico City and lived out their lives down there....
I found out all this in the clipping files of the Washington
newspaper, the Evening Star. He was sentenced to seven years and
I had thought until I just looked here in my records, that he
had done the whole seven years then, but he was released after
about five and a half years. He came back here in late November
of 1945. I think possibly he might have been useful in many ways
if he hadn’t been so consumed by bitter hatred. He must have had
some touch of megalomania in him, expecting to be influential
for what he thought was the only truth that people should pay
attention to in the matter. They all turned him down.
War propaganda does that to people so that they can’t handle
another side of such an important story. FDR really did win the
American people over. He was a terrifically skillful politician.
I felt critical of him, but I just took him at what I knew his
face value was. He just thought it was important to do certain
things even if it meant lying to people about it. Governments
are full of such people. The book that included a mention of
Tyler Kent was INFAMY: PEARL HARBOR AND ITS AFTERMATH, by John Toland,
1982. It’s far enough away in time from World War II so that
some things could be said without Toland getting into the ranks
of the would-be revisionists. So he wasn’t blowing his own
reputation, but in getting ready to write this book, Toland
actually went down to Mexico City and interviewed Tyler Kent and
his mother before either one of them died. Toland obtained
Kent’s story from the New York Post and World Telegram for
December 4th and the Washington Times Herald for December 5th,
1945, supplementing this with a paragraph from an interview with
Kent. I wrote to Toland and told him briefly my story from having
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met Mrs. Kent and asked him if the Kents were still around. He
wrote back saying that they were out of the country but if I
wanted to write to Kent I could send a sealed letter to him which
he would relay because he knew their address in Mexico City.
That was about ten years ago but I failed to follow up on it.
WORLD WAR II
Winter: In England, the 5,000,000 anthrax-infected cattle cakes that had been prepared for Operation Vegetarian’s
destruction of the cattle and people of the countryside of Germany, no longer to anyone’s benefit, were
incinerated in a furnace at Porton Down. The war’s over, let’s not leave this wickedly infectious and deadly
stuff lying around — and maybe nobody will ever know what it was that we had been up to while we were
consumed by the frenzy of war.
WORLD WAR II
GERM WARFARE

Winter: Because the proud papa and “absolutist” war prisoner John R. Kellam was refusing to do any prison work at
the minimum-security prison in Milan, Michigan that might free someone else to kill, he was placed in
“administrative segregation”:
CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE

WORLD WAR II
So I was labeled as an absolutist. I was sent to administrative
segregation. There were two others [other draft refusers] in
that segregation row at the top of that cell block; one, Leroy
Shafer, was two cells to my right, as I would look out through
the bars. On my left was a young Quaker, John Stokes, who came
from an old Philadelphia area family. He was very quiet, in
contemplation of his inclination to join the Roman Catholic
Church. I remember his describing all of the major religions as
built essentially of legends and symbolism, none much more or
less productive of pacifist ideals carried into action. Another,
Wally Nelson, was in the second cell to my left, next to a man
to be executed. We had cinderblock walls between us — the bars
were open and we could hear each other. To my right, between
Leroy and me, there was a German prisoner of war, Gerhart Gutzat,
a tank corps sergeant from Rommel’s army. He’d been captured by
the Americans or the British as they were chasing the Germans
and being chased by them, alternately back and forth along the
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north rim of Africa. Gerhart was a graduate of Hitler’s youth
corps before he got drafted into their army and assigned to duty
in the Afrika Korps. He was not enjoying his incarceration any
more than we were so I let him find out as much as he was pleased
to find out about me. LeRoy Schafer who was on the other side
of him in the next cell at the end, a young Brethren from Durand,
Michigan, did the same. LeRoy was a different kind of a CO in
some ways than I was. We were all different! Ha-ha! But
thoroughly respecting each other and glad that each other had
stayed out of all the killing.
Well, this tank corps officer was a little bit younger than I
and he’d been through a lot of combat. He’d seen terrible things.
I think he was being perfectly loyal, understanding what he did
and the way he was raised so that he really couldn’t pretend to
understand our viewpoint. But he was personally friendly and he
could speak English just well enough so that we got along fine.
Then one day that awful copy of LIFE Magazine came through. Every
week we had been passing that magazine along with all the
pictures and so on. The old kind of LIFE Magazine full of
pictures. This was the issue that announced to all Americans and
others wherever LIFE Magazine went, abroad, the concentration/
extermination camps discovered in Germany, Austria and Poland
and with pictures of mounds of dead bodies and of fewer survivors
in pitiful condition.
So this was in the winter and early spring of ‘45 that I got to
know Gerhard Gutzat, the tank corps officer who was a POW. He’d
been in British war prison and then was transferred over here
and was put into any opening that they had in our prison system.
The COs in prison didn’t help with making space available for
POWs! (Ha-ha-ha!) But anyway, that was interesting. I saw this
LIFE Magazine that came down the row, which first was given to
the condemned prisoner who was on death row. He was three cells
to my left, two other guys in between, including one I never did
get to know very well.261 Wally Nelson was pretty quiet. The
other one was one of the angry, uneducated criminal types that
had been in violence. I guess it was because they didn’t know
any better. They weren’t having any of this nonsense from
anybody who was in jail for trying to be good! Ha-ha-ha-ha-haha! That was out of their world too far!
Anyway, when I saw this LIFE Magazine, I kept thinking as I read
about all this horrible concentration camp system, what’s
Gerhart going to think when he sees this? Does he know anything
about this going on? I wonder, I wonder, I wonder. So, before I
gave it to him, I said, “Gerhart, I have the new LIFE Magazine,
which I have seen and I’m ready to pass it to you but I should
warn you first, it’s unlike any previous issue that was ever
261. The condemned man had had two or three execution dates set and then postponed. One day when his case had been in court,
but they didn’t take him on that appeal, two guards came in and shouted his name and marched over to the front of his cell and
started talking smart about his having lost his appeal and making cracks about how they were probably going to “fry” him after all.
They brought with them a length of chain and very noisily they wound this chain up and around his door, through the bars various
ways, and put a padlock on it. Well, this condemned prisoner was telling the guards how absolutely ridiculous they were being with
this phony security chain and he asked if the warden knew that they were cutting up like this. So he and the guards had a very strong
dislike of each other which seemed to be very personal.... I remember it as if it was yesterday. It’s amazing how some experiences
don’t fade at all.
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printed by LIFE Magazine. You’ve seen a variety of them already,
but this tells a terrible story and I warn you it’s pretty rough
to look at.”
“Well,” he said, “from what I’ve seen in the war, there’s nothing
very rough that I could be surprised about.”
“Well,” I said, “all right, Gerhart, but I think you’re going
to be surprised about this.”
So I handed it to him. I said, “If you don’t want to talk to me
about this, that’s all right and maybe you’d prefer that, but
if you would like to talk to me at all about it, I’m willing and
it’s been shocking to me. So, we’ll see what you think.”
There was silence for a long time, much longer than any previous
time when he’d been passing a magazine over to the CO, Leroy,
in the far cell. Then he said, “John?”
“Yes, Gerhard?”
He said, “There is something about this war that I never
realized.”
I said, “I’m glad you didn’t know anything about this before but
I’m sorry you have to know about it now.”
He said, “That isn’t what I meant. Until now, I didn’t think any
military organization in the world was as skillful at concocting
propaganda as it shows the American military organization has
been to get all of this into LIFE Magazine. I don’t know how
they did it, these piles of bodies. They’ve gotta be fake!”
“Well,” I said, “Gerhart, I’m afraid they are not. I don’t think
it would be possible for any organization ever to become
skillful enough to create this kind of a humbug propaganda.
This can’t be false.”
For one thing, I thought, if this is a false story, LIFE Magazine
is dead! But they want to keep on publishing. It’s a lucrative
publication. They make a lot of money through subscriptions.
I told him, “They’ll probably get a few people canceling their
subscriptions because it’s too rough and they don’t want their
children to see it, or they don’t believe it, just as you don’t
believe it. You don’t think it really happened, do you?”
He said, “No! It couldn’t have happened!”
So, after a while I said to him, “Gerhart, I would be interested
if you would care to tell me why you think it could not have
happened.”
“That’s simple enough,” he said. “If anybody in Germany, or
occupied areas in Central Europe, had tried to organize this
kind of a crime of exterminating a whole big group of people,
Hitler wouldn’t have stood for it! Such a person or group would
have been put down immediately. Their career in any organization
run by the Third Reich would be over! They would have completely
discredited themselves. Nothing like this could happen in
Germany! Or any occupied area controlled by Germany!”
I said, “Gerhart, I wish it could be true the way you believe
but the way this is presented it’s an awfully hard thing for me
not to believe.”
Well, Gerhart lived for one purpose, and this isn’t about me
now, but it’s part of my experience. His family in the free city
of Danzig in the metropolitan area east of Pomerania in Poland
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had been overrun by the Russians, and many of the German people
in the small towns were killed. The Russians wanted that area
to develop as vacant land would be developed. They were
absolutely ruthless and had no respect for civilians. “So,” he
said, “My family all got murdered. I’m the only one left that I
know of. Since before I went into the army, having been in the
part of Poland that the Russians didn’t get to control, I was
not in that and I am the only survivor as far as I know. After
this whole war is over, if I ever get repatriated back to
Germany, I’m going to make it the business of my life for as
long as it takes to find out who it was, probably among the
Russians, that are responsible for my family all having been
killed. I’m going to get revenge for that if it’s the last thing
I ever do.”
I said, “Gerhart, it’s an awful thing to live for, just to get
that done. In a big war, even in a little one, there are all
kinds of hateful things that happen. If people spent the rest
of their lives still fighting that war in one way or another,
it would never be possible for wars to cease. We’ve got to forget
any vengeful feelings we might have had after the awful things
that happen. Because otherwise there’s no way out of this for
the world.”
Well, I didn’t convince him.

There was one notable conscientious objector particularly at
Milan just then and his name was Corbett Bishop. He was from
Alabama and he didn’t cooperate at all with any draft board or
any war official of any kind. He’d been in and out of prison
several times, cat and mouse, and he had thought his way through
so thoroughly that he didn’t feel that he should pick up his
food and put it in him. He also didn’t take care of his own
excrement so they tied a diaper on him. He was certainly a much
more thoroughgoing absolutist than I ever dreamed of being. We
were aware that he was in the prison hospital in a little single
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patient cell. He was being fed by tubes through his nose, into

his stomach, a thick kind of grainy food substance, not too
unlike a malted milk except that it wasn’t cold, it wasn’t icecreamy, but it was nourishing enough. So they were keeping him
alive for quite a long while. He had been transferred to Milan
in a sedan with two officers, he was in the back seat, and he
wouldn’t agree not to run away, so they had leg irons on him and
handcuffs, ha-ha-ha! And there was an accident. Their car went
out of control and down a ditch and up into a field, a cultivated
farm field and it had rolled over. The two guards who were taking
him to another prison were bruised up a little bit, but they got
out of the car. There weren’t any seatbelts in those days.
Corbett was jammed down between the back seat and the back side
of the front seat, a one bench front seat, and it had jammed
back on him so he was pretty tightly squeezed in there. Maybe
that’s why he wasn’t any more injured than he was. They came
over and asked him if he was all right. He didn’t answer. He
just looked at them, but he wasn’t communicating with them
before. They had even offered to take the leg irons and handcuffs
off if he’d walk in to have lunch with them at the stop, but he
wasn’t giving any cooperation to them or to anyone whatsoever
in any position of authority over him. He didn’t recognize that
authority at all but they were demanding information from him
as to how his body felt. When he kept on this non-cooperative
basis, as before, they said, “Oh come on for God’s sake, Corbett,
answer us will you please? We’re concerned about you! You’re not
supposed to get banged up while you’re in our charge. If you are
we’ve got to get you to a hospital and get you attended to. So
will you please let us know how you are?”
So he said, “All right, fellas, don’t worry, I’m O.K.”
They let him out of that jammed position and he sat up and the
bruises, if there were any, were very slight. But, he went right
back into his regular completely passive role and they somehow
got back on the road and got the car fixed up and continued the
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trip. He was duly delivered. Ha-ha-ha-ha!...
Anyway, at Milan, Michigan, I had declined a haircut. I had been
letting my hair grow. I didn’t think I should ask for or accept
any unnecessary services from the prison. I wasn’t offering the
prison any of my energies and I didn’t want to take from the
prison any more energies than I had to. But somebody decided I
needed a haircut. It was offered to me and I declined and it was
offered to me another time or two! I still declined. So one of
the guards decided he’d had enough nonsense with this fella. He
said to me, “Come on, you’re getting a haircut!”
“I didn’t ask for one and I don’t feel entitled to it.”
“Well, but you are. Are you coming?”
“No.”
So he took hold of my shoulder and I went down on the floor.
He grabbed my hair and dragged me out by the hair, out of the
doorway of the cell, down the corridor and into the little
anteroom beyond the big lever that closed all the doors at once.
He sat on me and another guard appeared and did a very quick job
with the clippers and pretty soon there was a pile of hair on
the floor. So they swept those up and said that I could stay
here if I wanted to or go back to my cell. Anyway, they were
beginning to let the inmates out to go up the stairs to the roof
for an exercise period. So I picked myself up and I don’t
remember if I went up on the roof or back to my cell.262
After recreation we were all expected to close our own cell
doors. A CO named Wally Nelson walked in to his cell and we heard
various doors clanging and then the guard at the end, where the
big lever was, yelled down to cell number eight,
“Shut the door!” Quick as a wink Wally said, “I don’t close cell
doors! I wouldn’t close them on anybody else and I won’t close
them on myself.”
So the guard came down and flung his door shut. I thought it was
going to break the door. With all that heavy steel it made a
terrible noise. So Wally didn’t go up for recreation until they
said he was going to agree to close his own cell door first. I
don’t know what the ultimate outcome was of all that. But you
could just feel the principle crackling.
I’d like to tell you about a serious dream I had at Milan,
Michigan. It was a couple of months before Franklin Roosevelt

262. [T]here was another hair-dragging that I saw. The CO’s name was Larry Gara. He was at Lewisburg and he had had a tooth
infection for several days that kept on getting worse. He had asked to see the dentist and they put him off. It got even worse so he
was pretty miserable with pain in the jaw. So on the way to breakfast he decided that he was hurting too much to enjoy any breakfast
anyway. The route that they took, being marched through the halls, went right past the dentist office so he stepped out of line and
sat down on the waiting bench outside the dentist office. The guards were immediately alarmed at anything out of the way. They
tried to pick him up off the bench and get him marching again. His legs went limp to jelly and he slid to the floor and one of the
guards who had quite a reputation for roughing up inmates, grabbed his hair and yanked him along the floor, terrazzo floors that
were pretty well polished, it must have been a good two hundred feet sliding down that long corridor lying down, and dropped his
head in front of the elevator and pushed the button.
I was taking a walk around the center area between the two rows of beds in the hospital ward that I was in, so I walked out there to
the hall to watch what was going on, just out of ordinary curiosity, and this guard who had been dragging Larry came over to me
and barked at me that I should get back in the ward. As far as he could tell, I didn’t hear a word of it. I just stood there mildly looking
on, so he grabbed me by an elbow, pulled it up tight and I went down on the floor. My feet weren’t obeying him and neither was the
rest of me. So he suddenly flipped around there and yelled to another guard who was with him, “See what they give us?” — as
though he were the one being harassed by me. I just stayed there listening, not moving, and then the elevator door opened and he
grabbed Larry somehow, maybe by the collar or something, threw him into the elevator and the door closed. The action was all over
and nothing else was happening so I picked myself up and continued walking around the ward. That guard’s name was Steininger.
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died. I was thinking over what I knew of Tyler Kent’s story. The
dream was about my being a visitor in a long line of visitors
to the White House. We were given the usual tour. It wasn’t until
decades later that I would really go through the White House.
But in my dream, it was while the war was still going on,
Roosevelt was still president and we had actually been ushered
into the Oval Office for a few minutes and Roosevelt made some
pretty little speech to us. Then we were ushered out. I was in
the tail end of the procession going out and I hesitated in the
doorway. Roosevelt said, “Do you have something you wanted to
say to me?”

I said, “Well, I’m not sure I want to say this to you but I feel
extremely critical of you for what I know of your messages to
and from Churchill trying to get this country attacked by Japan
so that we could declare war on them and then war against Germany
could begin, they being part of the tripartite.”
I proceeded to tell him exactly what I thought of the kind of
perfidious performance that I was aware of on his part. I told
him how it confirmed very strongly and deeply my own
determination not to be a part of any war whatever, for any
government, under any pretext. That dream was so vivid through
my waking that it has stayed with me ever since. What I welcomed
it for most of all was that it reconfirmed for me the depth of
my own commitment, my own convictions about war and peace. I
knew that it wasn’t some contrived surface attitude and this
really was a welcome revelation for me. I have the same attitude
precisely even in my dreams, despite all the rest that dreaming
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does in terms of crazy fantasy! But this was not crazy at all.

NOBODY COULD GUESS WHAT WOULD HAPPEN NEXT

World War II

“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project
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DECEMBER 1945
December: More than 600 Peruvian Japanese left the Crystal City, Texas wartime detention camp, routed to Japan
because the Peruvian government would not tolerate their return to Peru. some Peruvians of “Japanese” family
of course refused to go to Japan, a place they had never been about which they knew little.

WORLD WAR II
December 10, Monday: British planes destroyed the village of Chibadak, Java (a British truck convoy had been
attacked by Indonesians there on the previous night).
The Kingdom of the Netherlands ratified the United Nations Charter.
Alcide de Gasperi replaced Feruccio Parri as prime minister of Italy.
At the 5th Nobel Anniversary Dinner at the Hotel Astor on Manhattan Island, New York, Professor Albert
Einstein delivered a speech that explains full well why it was that our federal government had never seen fit
to include him in its “Manhattan Project.”
Physicists find themselves in a position not unlike that of
Alfred Nobel himself. Alfred Nobel invented the most powerful
explosive ever known up to his time, a means of destruction par
excellence. In order to atone for this, in order to relieve his
human conscience, he instituted his awards for the promotion of
peace and for achievements of peace. Today, the physicists who
participated in forging the most formidable and dangerous weapon
of all times are harassed by an equal feeling of responsibility,
not to say guilt. And we cannot desist from warning, and warning
again, we cannot and should not slacken in our efforts to make
the nations of the world, and especially their governments,
aware of the unspeakable disaster they are certain to provoke
unless they change their attitude toward each other and toward
the task of shaping the future....
The war is won, but the peace is not. The great powers, united
in fighting, are now divided over the peace settlements.
The world was promised freedom from fear, but in fact fear has
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increased tremendously since the termination of the war.
The world was promised freedom from want, but large parts of the
world are faced with starvation while others are living in
abundance. The nations were promised liberation and justice.
But we have witnessed, and are witnessing even now, the sad
spectacle of “liberating” armies firing into populations who
want their independence and social equality, and supporting in
those countries, by force of arms, such parties and
personalities as appear to be most suited to serve vested
interests. Territorial questions and arguments of power,
obsolete though they are, still prevail over the essential
demands of common welfare and justice....
While in Europe territories are being distributed without any
qualms about the wishes of the people concerned, the remainders
of European Jewry, one-fifth of its prewar population, are again
denied access to their haven in Palestine and left to hunger and
cold and persisting hostility. There is no country, even today,
that would be willing or able to offer them a place where they
could live in peace and security. And the fact that many of them
are still kept in the degrading conditions of concentration
camps by the Allies gives sufficient evidence of the
shamefulness and hopelessness of the situation.
ANTISEMITISM
WORLD WAR II
Late in the year: A news item relating to the development of ELECTRIC WALDEN technology: ENIAC, still secret,
was ready to carry out its first real calculation. It read in its data from decks of punchcards, and the calculation
it would be performing would need to be set up as a program on a plugboard (this was considered reasonable
back then, since the same program or a similar program would tend to be used for weeks at a time). But what
ELECTRIC
would that initial calculation be? It did a simulated explosion of one of Edward Teller’s hydrogen superbombs
WALDEN
which turned out to consume three weeks of machine time.263 It would not be until 1950 that ENIAC would
be turned loose to do work on decent tasks, such as the calculation of weather predictions. John von Neuman,
who allegedly knew how to think, was a Cold Warrior and he didn’t mind this at all:
I believe there is no such thing as saturation.
I don’t think any weapon can be too large.264
ATOM BOMB
WORLD WAR II

263. Eventually we would figure out, by this sort of calculation, that the design proposed by Teller simply could not work. Although
during his life he actively suppressed this information, in fact, when we would eventually build an H-bomb, we would build it to a
design proposed by one of his competitors, Stanislaw Ulam.
264. Maybe this machine’s first calculation should have been to figure out how somebody who allegedly knew how to think, such
as John von Neuman, could be such an idiot when it came to things that are truly important.
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December 1, Saturday: All Allied troops were withdrawn from Czechoslovakia.
British military police arrested 76 German industrialists in the Ruhr.
In Italy, the preparation for execution of General Anton Dostler, found guilty of ordering the execution of
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prisoners of war in violation of the Hague Convention of 1907, were officially photographed:

WORLD WAR II
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December 3, Monday: The Arab League voted in Cairo to boycott all goods from Jewish Palestine.
ANTISEMITISM
The Catholic hierarchy in Buenos Aires directed the faithful that they were not to vote for communists,
socialists, or their allies.
Court-martial of Captain Charles B. McVay III began on charges of “failure to follow a zigzag course” before
the USS Indianapolis (CA-35) was struck by torpedoes, and “failure to sound an abandon ship” while she sank.
The had captain requested as his defense counsel Lieutenant-Commander Donald Van Koughnet, Chief Legal
Officer of the U.S. Navy Military Government for the Marianas Islands, but Fleet Admiral Ernest J. King
rejected that request.
WORLD WAR II
December 13, Thursday: In retaliation for the murder of occupants of a British plane that had crash-landed 3 weeks
earlier, British troops burned the nearest town, Bekasi, to the ground.
40 members of the staff of Dachau concentration camp were found guilty of crimes against humanity. 36 would
be sentenced to death, 4 to long prison terms. 11 convicted of crimes at Belsen and Auschwitz were to hang.
The British Parliament accepted the terms of a $3,700,000,000 loan from the United States. The terms included
convertibility from Sterling to US dollars.
An instance of the old lawyer wisdom, that “if you don’t know the answer don’t ask the question,” occurred
because Fleet Admiral Ernest J. King had flown in the commander of the Japanese I-58 submarine, Captain
Mochitsura Hashimoto, under guard, to testify against Captain Charles B. McVay III. On the witness stand the
submarine commander asserted, in translation, that he would have been able to sink the unescorted USS
Indianapolis (CA-35) no matter how it had maneuvered — had the initial 6-torpedo spread somehow missed
its target other weaponry had been available. This vessel that the Navy had sent out without any escort or
protection had been what is known technically in the trade as a sitting duck.
WORLD WAR II
December 16, Sunday: Former Prime Minister Fumimaro Konoye, who was to have surrendered on this day to face
war crimes charges, killed himself with poison in his Tokyo home.
WORLD WAR II
A “National Government of Iranian Azerbaijan” was formed in Tabriz after government troops surrendered
the city to leftist rebels.
December 17, Monday: The Republic of Honduras ratified the United Nations Charter.
William Schuman offered Aaron Copland a teaching position at the Juilliard School.
Violin Sonata no.3 by Bohuslav Martinu was performed for the initial time, in New York.
An American soldier wrote home from Bad Aibling, Germany:
Hi Sweetheart,
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How are you darling? I hope you are fine. I am OK outside
of begin a little tired. I got off guard at 2:00PM today and
didn’t have much sleep during the night as I was up and down
every 4 hours and I didn’t anymore get to sleep till I would
have to get up again. of course when you want to sleep in the
morning well there is so much racket you can’t so I am going to
go to bed just as soon as I get your letter written. I hope you
haven’t been working hard sweetheart. Well tomorrow we have a
clothing check and have to turn in everything that we have over.
I hate to loose some of the clothes. I don’t know how I am going
to get by with just two sets of O.D’s and 3 suits of underwear,
but I guess that I will make out O.K. It is one thing sure that
we get it throw then we will be that much warmer ready to leave
here. I had to turn I my 32" pistol and dogtags today. We don’t
get our dogtags back till we get on the boat as fellows don’t
know how to take care of there things and you can’t get on the
boat unless you have 2 and that would be rough. They told us
that any man that has had venereal disease since the 7th of Dec
and any man that catches it will not sail. So he said that if
any man had had anything to do with a woman he had better begin
to think a little from now on and just hope he doesn’t catch
anything before he gets on the boat. Well i am glad that i don’t
have to worry about everything like that as I know what to do
and that is one thing I will never do to no one else but my wife.
His letter continued for three pages....and ended with his ubiquitous “How is Kitty honey? I hope she is fine.
Mousey is O.K. and just waiting for you sweetheart”....
WORLD WAR II
December 19, Wednesday: Thunderbolt P-47 for orchestra by Bohuslav Martinu was performed for the initial time, in
Washington DC.
The inconvenient testimony of Japanese I-58 submarine Captain Mochitsura Hashimoto was ignored and
Captain Charles B. McVay III was found guilty of having hazarded his sitting-duck ship. Of more than 700
vessels lost during WWII, the USS Indianapolis (CA-35) would be the sole one on which its skipper would
face court-martial. The sentence (loss of 100 promotion numbers) would later be remitted but this conviction
would stand.265
WORLD WAR II

265. The question why the men of the USS Indianapolis spent five nights and four days in the water without anyone noticing that
the ship was missing was not considered in the trial. Since 1991, several Navy documents have been declassified which show that
Captain Charles B. McVay III had not been provided with intelligence that could have prevented this disaster. This could have been
useful to the defense, but was still Top Secret even when the war was over.
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December 20, Thursday: 7 Germans were hanged in Smolensk before 50,000 people of the murder of 135,000.
Karl Renner became the 1st president of a reconstituted Austria. He named Leopold Figl to replace him as
prime minister.
Nordwürttemberg-Nordbaden was renamed Württemberg-Baden.
Charles Ives was notified that he has been elected to the National Institute of Arts and Letters, even though
most of the music he wrote during his most fertile period, 1896-1918, had never been performed.
Musicans Wrestle Everywhere for chorus and strings by Elliott Carter to words of Dickinson, was performed
for the initial time, over the airwaves of WNBC radio.
United Nations Participation Act. At an early point, there was some speculation that it might be appropriate to
situate this international organization in Concord, Massachusetts.
WORLD WAR II
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December 21, Friday: While George Smith Patton, Jr. was being driven around Germany, his military chauffeur got in
an accident. Here is his command car — except that it has now been repaired, and all restored and cherried out
and polished:

TIMELINE OF ACCIDENTS

Unfortunately, after the accident Patton died from an embolism at the 130th Station Hospital in Heidelberg.
WORLD WAR II
The Kingdom of Iraq and the Republic of Ecuador ratified the United Nations Charter.
Back from Fascist Italy in Washington DC, a district court, considering him unfit to stand trial for treason,
committed the 60-year-old Ezra Pound to the Howard Hall of Saint Elizabeth’s Hospital for the Criminally
Insane.266
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December 23, Sunday: O Dame Get Up and Bake your Pies for piano by Arnold Bax was performed for the initial time,
over the airwaves of BBC Third Programme.
George Smith Patton, Jr. was buried in the American Military Cemetery at Hamm, Luxembourg. Here is a
poem which he had composed, probably during this last year of his life:

Duty
Duty that armed Abraham’s hand
And nerved the blade of Antony
Thy lambent light n’er brighter burned
Than in this bloody war today.
It steadies in its darkest hour
The wavering heart of woman-hood
It makes the boy to sacrifice
His life, his all for country’s good.
Oh! mighty soul, uplifting thought
That did inspire the great of yore
Thou hast returned into our midst
Pray God thou ne’er shall leave us more.

WORLD WAR II
TIMELINE OF ACCIDENTS

266. Following protests by influential figures, he would be transferred to the hospital’s more humane Chestnut Ward facility.
Pound’s wife Dorothy would take a room nearby and his visitors would include a number of longtime friends, including the literary
figures T.S. Eliot, e.e. cummings, Robert Lowell, and William Carlos Williams. During his dozen years under commitment the poet
would produce some of his most personal and powerful work, including ROCK DRILL, LXXXV-ICV, and THRONES, ICVI-CIX.
A few more fragments of cantos would appear over the following decade but by 1962 such work would be abandoned, so that the
CANTOS remain unfinished. Pound would comment to Allen Ginsberg that nothing made sense to him anymore and that the worst
mistake he’d made was “that stupid suburban prejudice of anti-Semitism.”
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1946
In Wisconsin, Joseph Raymond McCarthy was elected as a Republican to the United States Senate. In the
primary election he had defeated fellow Republican Robert M. La Follette, Jr., who was a “coward” who had
failed to serve his nation (when the Japanese had struck at Pearl Harbor, La Follette had been 46 years of age),
and then in the general election he had defeated Howard McMurray, in part by alleging that this Democratic
candidate was being supported by Communists.
UNAMERICANISM
In the Senate, McCarthy would achieve an exceedingly bad reputation, with angry colleagues accusing him of
lying, and of insulting them — eventually the Republican leadership would exile him from the Banking
Committee to the District of Columbia Committee, their doghouse where they considered that he would be
able to do little harm.
MCCARTHYISM
A reading room set up in Bad Homburg, Germany by the Psychological Warfare Division of the US Army was
at this point relocated to Frankfurt am Main and redesignated as the first of what would become 27 AmerikaHäuser.
The US Army issued to General Electric a contract for “Project Vulcan.”
GATLING’S MACHINE GUN
The federal government of the USA secretly cut a deal with Dr. Shiro Ishii and other leaders of the Japanese
Army’s infamous Unit 731 by which we were to be provided with hands-on germ warfare experience gained
largely from human experimentation, in exchange for us forgiving their war crimes (it would take the
following couple of years for this deal to be formalized — but while the Tokyo War Crimes Trial of the
International Military Tribunal for the Far East would be going on, between April 29, 1946 and April 16, 1948,
none of these people would be being suggested as defendants).
WORLD WAR II
SECRET MEDICAL EXPERIMENTS

CHANGE IS ETERNITY, STASIS A FIGMENT

World War II
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Patients in Veterans Administration hospitals, leftover liabilities from the carnage of World War II, had an
entitlement to free medical care — so they were of course being used as wards-of-the-state guinea pigs for
medical experiments. In order to avoid creating suspicions an order was issued, that in all reports of such
medical studies being performed on war veterans the term “experiment” was forbidden. This forbidden word
was to be replaced throughout with a word such as “investigation.” Or, perhaps, “observation.”267
SECRET MEDICAL EXPERIMENTS

After World War II Jeanne Alice Theis (Jeanne Whitaker) received a Bachelor of Arts degree from
Swarthmore College. Her younger sisters returned to France to live again with their parents. They would
remain French. Jeanne herself, however, the oldest, and her next younger sister, elected to become American
citizens. During school vacations, Jeanne would enjoy visiting France and participating in work camps
organized to enlarge the school in Le Chambon-sur-Lignon. The work-campers would build prefabricated
houses imported from Sweden, which would be heated only by the kitchen stove, a coal stove, and a fireplace.
The US rules of military conscription were modified in the Supreme Court case of Girouard v. US, 328 US 61:
this war had demonstrated, the court ruled, that “one may serve his country faithfully and devotedly, though
his religious scruples make it impossible for him to shoulder a rifle.”
MILITARY CONSCRIPTION
CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTION

267. By a special clause, any medical assistance that is received gratis makes one, for that occasion, a ward of the government,
which means that the government, in its benevolence, may make decisions about your welfare — such as, for instance, here, the
decision that the “greater good for all” triumphs over your personal need for privacy or for treatment appropriate to your condition.
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The war was over but the killing of course continued, albeit at a slower pace. Once they get you started, it is
hard to just stop cold turkey! Imagine the glee that fills this good American’s heart, as he yanks on the cord
that releases the trap door that allows yet another Jap soldier to drop into eternity:

WORLD WAR II
A group of bankers and businessmen from Whittier, California needed to find themselves a candidate who
could unseat their 5-term Democratic congressman, Horace Jeremiah Voorhis (1901-1984). Congressman
Jerry Voorhis was a champion of the New Deal and labor unionism and an opponent of big oil and big banking.
The candidate they found was a local boy who had served in the Navy during the war, never coming anywhere
close to any real fighting: Lieutenant Commander Richard Milhous Nixon. Candidate Nixon would finance
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this 1st Congressional campaign in part out of his gambling winnings (picture this, a person of Quaker
extraction who was willing to while away immense amounts of time in the rear echelon during a world war,
in hardboiled games of stud poker with likewise-idle fellow military officers, and became a consummate
bluffer and pot winner), and would engage persistently in a smear campaign in which his supporters accused
their congressman of being a Communist.
January 1, Tuesday: Emperor Hirohito issued an instruction that the Japanese refrain from considering him to have
been descended from divinity.
WORLD WAR II
Great Britain, India, and Siam signed a treaty of peace in Singapore.
The Heathrow Airport was opened to serve London.
January 2, Wednesday: King Zog I of Albania formally abdicated his throne.
WORLD WAR II
Protests and a general strike took place in Damascus and Beirut against French rule.
Aaron Copland wrote to William Schuman trying to negotiate a more flexible teaching position at the Juilliard
School than the one Schuman was offering.

January 3, Thursday: William Brooke “Lord Haw-Haw” Joyce was hanged for treason on the gallows in Wing “E” of
Wandsworth Prison in London.
WORLD WAR II
The Polish government nationalized all industries with over 50 workers and all businesses formerly owned by
Germans.
Evelyn Waugh’s BRIDESHEAD REVISITED.
At the US Marine Barracks in Washington DC, Concerto for clarinet and orchestra op.230 by Darius Milhaud
was performed for the initial time. The work had been commissioned by Benny Goodman.

January 4, Friday: The 2d Austrian Republic was recognized.
WORLD WAR II
Concert Music for orchestra by Norman Dello Joio was performed for the initial time, in Pittsburgh.

January 6, Sunday: The Polish government nationalized banks, communications, mines, factories and utilities.
WORLD WAR II
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January 7, Monday: A British military tribunal in Labuan, North Borneo found 2 Japanese captains guilty of causing
the deaths of 820 British and Australian prisoners of war, and sentenced them to death.
Newell Jenkins, theater and music control officer for the US military government in München, wrote to Carl
Orff advising him that it would be very helpful to his case if he could corroborate that over the past 12 years
he had engaged in antifascist activities.
In Budapest, 3 former members of the Hungarian government were found guilty of war crimes, and sentenced
to death.
WORLD WAR II
January 9, Wednesday: Two Japanese were sentenced to death in Manila for the torture and death of 105 Filipinos.
WORLD WAR II
Children’s Hour for orchestra by Roy Harris was performed for the initial time, in the San Francisco War
Memorial Opera House.
General Douglas MacArthur’s plan for a Korean Police Force was approved by the US Joint Chiefs of Staff.
KOREAN WAR

Greater Grandeur
Half a year after war’s end, Roosevelt and Hitler dead, Stalin tired,
Churchill rejected, — here is the
Triumph of the little men. Democracy — shall we say? — has triumphed.
They are hastily preparing again
More flaming horrors, but now it is fate, not will; not power-lust, caprice,
personal vanity: — fate
Has them in hand. Watch and be quiet then: there is greater grandeur here
than there was before,
As God is greater than man: God is doing it. Sadly, impersonally
irreversibly
The tall world turns toward death like a flower in the sun. It is very
beautiful. Observe it. Pity and terror
Are not appropriate for events on this scale watched from this level;
admiration is all.
— Robinson Jeffers

January 13, Tuesday: Omer Nishani became president of Albania.
The Yugoslav War Crimes Commission named 27 Germans and 15 Yugoslavs as war criminals.
WORLD WAR II
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January 17, Saturday: President Harry S Truman proposed that the dispute between U.S. Steel and the United Steel
Workers union be settled by an 18.2¢-per-hour wage increase. A walkout was not prevented but it and most
major strikes in 1946 would be settled somehow on the basis of residual patriotism and this 18.2¢.
Ba Maw, who had headed the government of Burma during the Japanese occupation, surrendered to the Allies
in Rangoon.
Lieutenant General Hermann Winkler and 6 other Germans were hanged for their war crimes before 65,000
people in Nikolaev, USSR.
WORLD WAR II
Nadia Boulanger disembarked in La Pallice after 5 years of exile in the United States. She had recently been
appointed to the faculty of the Paris Conservatoire.
Off Haifa, 900 Jewish immigrants were captured by British vessels.
ANTISEMITISM
January 19, Monday: General Douglas MacArthur established the International Military Tribunal for the Far East.
Bombs went off in Jerusalem, blowing up a power substation and a wall of the Central prison.
At Dachau, American and Polish troops needed to use tear gas in order to forcibly repatriate 339 Soviet citizens
who had served with Germany during the war. What do you suppose their problem was?
WORLD WAR II
January 25, Friday: On this day a process began, continuing into November, that would remove 1,500,000 ethnic
Germans from Czechoslovakia.
WORLD WAR II
Metamorphosen “In memoriam” for 23 strings by Richard Strauss was performed for the initial time, in Zürich.
January 30, Wednesday: 14 Germans, including 3 generals, were hanged in Minsk for their part in the murder of
millions of Soviet civilians and prisoners of war.
WORLD WAR II
Clarinet Concerto by Darius Milhaud was performed for the initial time, at the US Marine Barracks in
Washington DC.
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January 31, Thursday: The Chinese People’s Consultative Congress held its final session in Chungking. They finalized
plans to create a coalition government under a new constitution, and to reorganize the army.
WORLD WAR II
Kuang Aphaiwong replaced Seni Pramoj as Prime Minister of Siam.
A new constitution for Yugoslavia was announced, based on the Soviet model.
Enrico Gaspar Dutra replaced Jose Linhares as president of Brazil.
February 14, Thursday: A Valentine’s Day news item relating to the development of ELECTRIC WALDEN
technology: In Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, at the University of Pennsylvania’s Moore School of Electrical
Engineering, the Electronic Numeric Integrator and Computer, ENIAC, was switched on and asked to compute
where a falling bomb was going to strike. It had been based on an concept that originated with Alan M. Turing,
ELECTRIC
and built by John W. Mauchly and J. Presper Eckert, Jr. In a few years, prescient pundits would begin to
WALDEN
prognosticate a future in which there might even be dozens of such computers, and in which, instead of having
to be on reinforced foundations because they weighed the 30 tons that ENIAC weighed, might weigh, say, as
little as a ton and a half each. This ENIAC had a substantially lesser capability than today’s hand calculator,
but its vacuum-tube-based technology was demonstrably 1,000 times faster, 3 full orders of magnitude faster,
than any other device of that time (had the locomotive been even a single order of magnitude faster than the
stagecoach, the automobile even a single order of magnitude faster than the locomotive, or the airplane even
a single order of magnitude faster than the automobile? – no, the airplane, as originally introduced, had been
hardly a single order of magnitude faster than one could trot on one’s unassisted two legs).
(It may well have been on this day that the term “computer” was first applied to a device, rather than used as
the job descriptor for a human worker. This coinage was created by Friend Warren Sturgis McCulloch.)
Royal Assent was granted, for nationalization of the Bank of England.
Former Albanian Prime Minister Maliq bej Bushati, and regents Patrick Anton Harapin and Lef Nosin, were
shot in Tirana as war criminals.
WORLD WAR II
February 15, Friday: President Harry S Truman accepted the resignation of Harold L. Ickes as Secretary of the Interior.
Ickes was leaving the cabinet in protest against the proposed appointment of Edwin W. Pauley as UnderSecretary of the Navy and would on March 18th be replaced, by Julius Krug.
A court on Morotai Island convicted 36 Japanese of having tortured Australian and Dutch prisoners on Ambon
Island.
WORLD WAR II
In Canada, the Royal Canadian Mounted Police announced the arrest of 22 men for suspected Soviet
espionage.
Dance Sonata for piano by Otto Luening was performed for the initial time, over the airwaves of radio station
WNYC, New York.
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February 23, Saturday: Lieutenant-General Yamashita Tomoyuki and 2 other Japanese were hanged as war criminals
in Los Baños, south of Manila.
WORLD WAR II
Indonesian leader Sutan Sjahrir rejected the proposal that had been made by the Dutch on February 10th.
A mutiny in the Indian Navy ended when the British commander promised amnesty. Rioting continued in
Bombay. In the fighting 266 had been killed and 677 injured.

February 25, Monday: Chinese Nationalist and Communist leaders signed an agreement in Chungking to unify their
armies.
In attacks on 4 different airfields in Palestine, 22 RAF planes were destroyed.
In Yokohama, a Japanese officer who had presided over the Fukuoka POW camps was sentenced for having
committed and condoned atrocities against the prisoners.
WORLD WAR II
March 4, Monday: In anti-British rioting in Alexandria, Egypt, 19 were killed and 299 injured.
Leftist rioters in Teheran prevented the Parliament (Majlis) from sitting.
Sonatina canonica on “Capricci” of Nicolò Paganini for piano by Luigi Dallapiccola was performed for the
initial time, in Perugia.
At Katowice in Poland, a Polish military court sentenced to death 5 officers of the underground National
Armed Forces for having organized efforts, late in the war, to overthrow the Polish Government (11 others
were sentenced to between 8 and 10 years in prison).
At the International Military Tribunal in Nuremberg, Germany, after 73 days, the prosecution rested its case.
WORLD WAR II
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March 6, Wednesday: With weapons, uniforms, vehicles and landing craft supplied by the United States, French troops
came ashore at Haiphong to recolonize northern Indochina. 10 French soldiers were killed when Chinese
troops fired on them “by mistake.”
Prime Minister Gavam of Iran personally protested to Stalin in Moscow about the continued presence of Soviet
troops in Iran.
The US government ended wartime controls on many consumer items, including musical instruments and
phonograph records.
WORLD WAR II
The British government in Palestine announced that after 5 days of martial law, 25 “known terrorists” had been
captured.
The House of Commons approved the British government’s plan for the independence of India.
Opposition leader Winston Churchill ridiculed the bill, calling it “Operation Scuttle.”

March 7, Thursday: Police fired on rioters in New Delhi, India, who were objecting to the presence of US troops in a
British victory parade, killing 6.
In Tehran, after a 3-day disruption, due to the presence of armed police the Parliament (Majlis) was able again
to assemble.
The British and American governments made a joint announcement, that they had added up the enemy
submarines that had sunk during World War II, and determined that 996 of them had sunk for various reasons.
Germany had lost the greatest number, 781, while Japan had lost 130 and Italy 85 (this joint announcement did
not attempt to explain why, in the last analysis, it was important to be specific in collecting statistics such as
these).
WORLD WAR II
March 10, Sunday: Italian women were allowed to vote for the initial time, in local elections.
In an effort to clear his name the German composer Werner Egk accused himself of having been a Nazi.
Lieutenant Commander Richard Milhous Nixon of the US Naval Reserve was released from active duty.
WORLD WAR II

March 11, Monday: The German composer Karl Amadeus Hartmann signed an affidavit for the Denazification Court
about his activities over the previous 13 years. He had never been affiliated with the Nazis — in fact he so
detested socialism that he couldn’t even tolerate National Socialism. His affidavit, however, contained a
number of inaccuracies that went unnoticed by the judges.
WORLD WAR II
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March 12, Tuesday: The Chinese occupation of Laos north of the 16th parallel ended.
Peter Sculthorpe had his 1st piano lesson with Raymond Lambert in Melbourne.
Former Hungarian Prime Minister Ferenc Szálasi was hanged in Budapest for war crimes and high treason,
along with some of his aides.
WORLD WAR II
Paul Henri Spaak replaced Achille van Acker as prime minister of Belgium.
Barcarolle: A Portrait of Georges Hugnet for violin and piano by Virgil Thomson was performed for the initial
time, in the Town Hall of New York City.

March 13, Wednesday: Malcolm Cowley wrote Kenneth Burke: “I’m working on Whitman, the old cocksucker.
Very strange amalgam he made between cocksucking and democracy.”
WALT WHITMAN

HOMOSEXUALITY

Chinese Nationalist troops peacefully replaced Soviets in Mukden.
Formal negotiations began for a peace settlement between Dutch and Indonesian leaders.
Soviet troops reached Karaj, near Teheran.
Cetnik leader Dragoljub Mihajlovic was captured by Yugoslav authorities.
WORLD WAR II
March 16, Saturday: Maximilien Blokzijl, who had made broadcasts to the Netherlands for the Nazis, was executed
by firing squad at The Hague (this was the 1st execution in the Netherlands since 1854).
WORLD WAR II
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March 19, Tuesday: Nikolai Mikhailovich Shvernik replaced Mikhail Ivanovich Kalinin as Chairman of the Presidium
of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR.
Iran appealed to the UN Security Council over the presence of Soviet troops in the country after the treaty date
for their withdrawal, March 2d.
WORLD WAR II
French Guiana, Réunion, Martinique and Guadeloupe became overseas departments of France.

March 20, Wednesday: The Tule Lake segregation center for “disloyal” Japanese-Americans was closed. In the month
prior to the closing, some 5,000 inmates had needed to be moved, many of whom had become elderly,
impoverished, or mentally ill and had no place to go. Of the 554 persons left here at the beginning of the day,
450 would be moved to Crystal City, 60 would be released, and the remainder would be “relocated.”
WORLD WAR II

March 21, Thursday: Trio in Bb for violin, cello and piano by Arnold Bax was performed for the initial time, in
Wigmore Hall, London.
String Quartet no.6 by Paul Hindemith was performed for the initial time, in Washington DC.
The name of the Continental Air Forces was changed to “Strategic Air Command.” The SAC’s unofficial
motto would be “War is our profession – Peace is our product,” although it had not yet been assigned any
nuclear weapons (9 A-bombs were available by 1946, 13 by 1947, and 50 by 1948, but there were only
between 5 and 27 B-29s capable of delivering them). This unofficial motto would be changed in 1957 to
“Maintaining Peace is our Profession,” and then in 1958 an artist preparing a sign would complain about
wordiness so thereafter the slogan would be rendered as “Peace is our Profession.”
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April 3, Wednesday: Lieutenant-General Masaharu Homma, who had ordered the Bataan Death March in 1942, was
executed by firing squad at Los Baños, south of Manila.
WORLD WAR II
Also executed as a war criminal was Lieutenant-General Hikotarō Tajima.
The International Court of Justice convened for the initial time, at The Hague.
April 5, Friday: The last Soviet troops left Bornholm Island as it reverted to Danish sovereignty.
WORLD WAR II
Samuel Barber’s Cello Concerto was performed for the initial time, in Symphony Hall, Boston.
Symphony no.3 “The Camp Meeting” for small orchestra by Charles Ives was performed for the initial time,
in Carnegie Chamber Music Hall, New York, conducted by Lou Harrison 44 years after it had been composed.
The work would win the 1947 Pulitzer Prize. Also premiered was Harrison’s Motet for the Day of Ascension
for chamber orchestra conducted by the composer.
Labyrinth, a ballet by David Diamond to a story by Marchowsky, was performed for the initial time, in Times
Hall, New York.

April 7, Sunday: Hungary agreed to pay $300,000,000 in reparations to Czechoslovakia, the USSR and Yugoslavia.
WORLD WAR II

April 8, Monday: The League of Nations met in Geneva to dissolve that organization.
WORLD WAR II

April 9, Tuesday: Dutch and Indonesian representatives resumed talks at Hoge Veluwe in the Netherlands to try to
resolve the crisis that had arisen between them. They would prove fruitless.
WORLD WAR II
Les demons de l’aube, a film with music by Arthur Honegger was performed for the initial time, in MadeleineCinema, Paris.

April 10, Wednesday: The initial elections in post-war Japan brought conservatives to power. For the initial time in
Japanese elections, women were able to vote.
WORLD WAR II
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April 18, Thursday: Chinese Communists captured Changchun.
The inaugural session of the International Court of Justice took place at The Hague.
At the last meeting of 34 countries in Geneva, the League of Nations officially dissolves itself and transfers all
of its assets of $11,700,000 to the United Nations.
The United States exchanges full recognition with the Yugoslav government of Josip Broz Tito.
Konstantinos Stavrou Tsaldaris replaced Panagiotis Poulitsas as Prime Minister of Greece.
At the War Crimes trials in Nürnberg, Hans Frank, former governor of Poland, admitted that he ordered the
extermination of the Jews, created ghettos, and forced labor, and did not blame anyone else. In so doing, he
asserted that “A thousand years would pass and this guilt of Germany would still not be erased.”
ANTISEMITISM
With the Nürnberg war crimes trials suspended for an Easter recess, Gustave Gilbert, a German-speaking
intelligence officer and psychologist, visited Hermann Göring, former Reichsmarshall and head of the
Luftwaffe, in his cell. There is a famous quotation of him — and it turns out to be quite accurate. (The quote
as usually cited in English does not appear in the transcripts of the Nürnberg trials, simply because Göring did
not offer these comments in that courtroom.) Gilbert, however, kept a journal of his chats, which later he would
publish as NUREMBERG DIARY. From this journal, it appears that Göring was explaining that although he had
not himself been anti-Semitic, he had had no control over his fellow Nazis. He had not believed what he had
heard about the atrocities. Several Jews had offered to testify on his behalf. He was not defending Hitler, let
alone glorifying him. He commented that the common people can always be manipulated into supporting and
fighting wars by their political leaders:
“Why, of course, the people don’t want war,” Göring shrugged.
“Why would some poor slob on a farm want to risk his life in a
war when the best that he can get out of it is to come back to
his farm in one piece. Naturally, the common people don’t want
war; neither in Russia nor in England nor in America, nor for
that matter in Germany. That is understood. But, after all, it
is the leaders of the country who determine the policy and it
is always a simple matter to drag the people along, whether it
is a democracy or a fascist dictatorship or a Parliament or a
Communist dictatorship.”
“There is one difference,” I pointed out. “In a democracy the
people have some say in the matter through their elected
representatives, and in the United States only Congress can
declare wars.”
“Oh, that is all well and good, but, voice or no voice, the
people can always be brought to the bidding of the leaders. That
is easy. All you have to do is tell them they are being attacked
and denounce the pacifists for lack of patriotism and exposing
the country to danger. It works the same way in any country.”
GERMANY
WORLD WAR II

WAR CRIMES TRIALS
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April 20, Saturday: Report to the United States Government and His Majesty’s Government in the United Kingdom
by the Anglo-American Commission of Inquiry that had been meeting in Lausanne, Switzerland to examine
political, economic, and social conditions in Palestine as they bear upon the problem of Jewish immigration
and settlement therein and the well-being of the peoples now living therein, to examine the position of the Jews
in those countries in Europe where they have been the victims of Nazi and Fascist persecution, and the
practical measures taken or contemplated to be taken in those countries to enable them to live free from
discrimination and oppression and to make estimates of those who wish or will be impelled by their conditions
to migrate to Palestine or other countries outside Europe, to hear the views of competent witnesses and to
consult representative Arabs and Jews on the problems of Palestine as such problems are affected by
conditions subject to examination under paragraphs 1 and 2 above and by other relevant facts and
circumstances, and to make recommendations to His Majesty’s Government and the Government of the United
States for ad interim handling of these problems as well as for their permanent solution, etc.

READ THE FULL TEXT
General Rikichi Ando, Japanese governor of Taiwan, committed suicide in his Shanghai cell by ingesting
poison.
WORLD WAR II

ELECTRIC

WALDEN

April 21, Sunday: 2,000 representatives of the Communist and Socialist parties in the Soviet occupation zone of
Germany voted to merge into the Socialist Unity Party.
WORLD WAR II
A news item relating to the development of ELECTRIC WALDEN technology: The Columbia
Broadcasting System announced that it has successfully tested the transmission of color television over coaxial
cables between New York City and Washington DC.
April 25, Thursday: Chinese Communist troops took over Harbin as the Soviets evacuated.
The foreign ministers of the “Big Four” countries convene in the Luxembourg Palace, Paris to work out peace
treaties with the allies of Nazi Germany.
When Jews raided a British military camp near Tel Aviv, killing 7 and carrying off arms, the British responded
by detaining some 1,200 as “suspects” or “hostages.”
ANTISEMITISM
Establishment, in occupied Japan, of the International Military Tribunal for the Far East.
WORLD WAR II

READ THE FULL TEXT
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April 27, Saturday: Lieutenant-General Fukuye Shimpei or Shinpei Fukuei, commander of Japanese prisoner-of-war
camps in Malaya, was executed by firing squad on the same spot at which Corporal Breavington, Private Gale,
Private Walters, and Private Fletcher had been executed by a rather inaccurate firing squad of Indian National
Army guards in Singapore (he had made a last request that he be signaled immediately before the volley was
fired so that he could issue a farewell to his Emperor, and cried out “Banzai!”; he then said to the officer in
charge “Thank you.”).
WORLD WAR II

Famous Last Words:
“What school is more profitably instructive than
the death-bed of the righteous, impressing the
understanding with a convincing evidence, that
they have not followed cunningly devised fables,
but solid substantial truth.”
— A COLLECTION OF MEMORIALS CONCERNING DIVERS
DECEASED MINISTERS, Philadelphia, 1787

“The death bed scenes & observations even of the best & wisest
afford but a sorry picture of our humanity. Some men endeavor
to live a constrained life — to subject their whole lives to their
will as he who said he might give a sign if he were conscious
after his head was cut off — but he gave no sign Dwell as near
as possible to the channel in which your life flows.”
—Thoreau’s JOURNAL, March 12, 1853

1932

George Eastman

Suicide note — he shot himself.

“My work is done. Why wait?”

1936

George V, King of
England

It was suggested that he might recuperate at Bogner Regis

“Bugger Bogner.”

1945

Franklin Delano Roosevelt

having a massive cerebral hemorrhage

“I have a terrific headache.”

1945

Adolf Hitler

as hypothesized by Kurt Vonnegut

“I never asked to be born in the first place.”

1946

Alfred Rosenberg

hangman asked if he had last words

“No.”

1946

Lieutenant-General
Fukuye Shimpei

his last request was to be informed just
before the volley by the firing squad

“Banzai! Thank you.”

1977

Gary Gilmore

being inventively executed

“Let’s do it.”

1997

Diana, Princess of Wales

per French police records

“My God. What’s happened?”

1998

Richard Feynman

unsolicited comment

“I’d hate to die twice, It’s so boring.”
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1998

Karla Fay Tucker

Governor George W. Bush refused
requests from Christian organizations
based upon her alleged conversion

... other famous last words ...

“I am going to be face to face with Jesus
now.... I will see you all when you get there. I
will wait for you.”
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April 29, Monday: Bomber 44-86292, the Enola Gay, was flown to Kwajalein Island by Colonel Paul W. Tibbets, Jr.
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to participate in the “Operation Crossroads” nuclear tests.

WORLD WAR II

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

WORLD WAR II

WWII

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE

The International Military Tribunal for the Far East began the Tokyo War Crimes Trials by indicting 28
Japanese former politicians, officials, and military leaders on 55 counts of war crimes and crimes against
humanity. The 1st session of this would be on May 3d, 1946 and hearings would be going on until April 16th,
1948, with the inevitable judgment being delivered on November 4th-12th, 1948. The 28 put on trial would
not of course include any of the germ warfare genocidalists with whom we had cut our secret deal of total
immunity in exchange for their teaching us all their skills and imparting to us all of the information that they
had obtained as to how to kill large numbers of civilians cheaply and easily and horribly. 419 witnesses would
appear in person before the court and an additional 779 would submit affidavits or depositions.
The proceedings would be divided into 15 phases of the Prosecution’s case and 6 phases of the Defense’s case.
During this lengthy trial 2 of the defendants would die. Of the remaining defendants, 25 would be convicted
as war criminals and one would be considered to be insane. 7 would be sentenced to hang, including General
Tojo Hideki, commander in chief of Japanese imperial forces. On December 20th, 1948 the US Supreme Court
would rule that it had no jurisdiction over these war proceedings and 3 days later the 7 would be taken from
their cells to the gallows.
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April 29, Monday: Bomber 44-86292, the Enola Gay, was flown to Kwajalein Island by Colonel Paul W. Tibbets, Jr.
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to participate in the “Operation Crossroads” nuclear tests.
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The International Military Tribunal for the Far East began the Tokyo War Crimes Trials by indicting 28
Japanese former politicians, officials, and military leaders on 55 counts of war crimes and crimes against
humanity. The 1st session of this would be on May 3d, 1946 and hearings would be going on until April 16th,
1948, with the inevitable judgment being delivered on November 4th-12th, 1948. The 28 put on trial would
not of course include any of the germ warfare genocidalists with whom we had cut our secret deal of total
immunity in exchange for their teaching us all their skills and imparting to us all of the information that they
had obtained as to how to kill large numbers of civilians cheaply and easily and horribly. 419 witnesses would
appear in person before the court and an additional 779 would submit affidavits or depositions.
The proceedings would be divided into 15 phases of the Prosecution’s case and 6 phases of the Defense’s case.
During this lengthy trial 2 of the defendants would die. Of the remaining defendants, 25 would be convicted
as war criminals and one would be considered to be insane. 7 would be sentenced to hang, including General
Tojo Hideki, commander in chief of Japanese imperial forces. On December 20th, 1948 the US Supreme Court
would rule that it had no jurisdiction over these war proceedings and 3 days later the 7 would be taken from
their cells to the gallows.
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May 3, Friday: The International Military Tribunal for the Far East held the initial session of the Tokyo War Crimes
Trials. Hearings would be going on until April 16, 1948, judgment would be delivered on November 4-12,
1948, the US Supreme Court would rule that it had no jurisdiction over these Tokyo war proceedings on
December 20, 1948, and on December 23, 1948 the hangings would take place.
WORLD WAR II
May 7, Tuesday: Masaru Ibuka and Akio Morita founded the Tokyo Telecommunications Engineering Corporation
with 20 employees (in 1958 the name would be changed to Sony Corporation).
Anton Mussert, founder of the Dutch Nazis Party, was hanged in The Hague.
WORLD WAR II
Six of Les chants de Nectaire for flute op.199 by Charles Koechlin were performed for the initial time, at the
Ecole Normale de Musique, Paris.
May 17, Friday: Ion Antonescu, wartime prime minister of Romania, and twelve of his cabinet ministers were
sentenced to death by a Bucharest court. Six of the condemned were still at large.
In the face of a threatened strike, President Harry S Truman seized the country’s railroads.
Marc Blitzstein was presented with an award by the American Academy of Arts and Letters.
A general election was held in the Netherlands for the initial time since World War II. The Catholic Peoples
Party won the most seats.
May 22, Wednesday: Shigeru Yoshida replaced Baron Kijuro Shidehara as prime minister of Japan.
In Prague, Karl Hermann Frank, former chief of police in Bohemia and Moravia who had ordered the
liquidation of the town of Lidice, was hanged before a crowd of 5,000 people.
The British Trade Disputes And Trade Unions Act 1946 received royal assent (this repealed a 1927 act that
had outlawed general and sympathetic strikes).
El duende azul, an operetta by Joaquín Rodrigo to words of Castell and Villaseca, was performed for the initial
time, in Teatro Calderón, Madrid.
WORLD WAR II
May 28, Tuesday: 14 Nazis were hanged in Landsberg for their activities at Dachau Concentration Camp.
WORLD WAR II
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May 29, Wednesday: Chinese Nationalist forces captured Kirin.
For their activities at Dachau Concentration Camp, a 2d batch of 14 Nazis were hanged in Landsberg.
WORLD WAR II
President Harry S Truman was attending the graduation exercises of his daughter Margaret Truman at George
Washington University, and receiving an honorary degree of LL.D. It was a week after the President had seized
the coal mines, and 2 months after the strike had begun, and US coal miners reached a settlement with the
government (workers would receive pay increases and retirement benefits).
Haj Amin al-Husseini, Grand Mufti of Jerusalem, left his villa near Versailles and, using a fake passport, flew
from Paris to Damascus.
July 2, Tuesday: Two days of rioting ended in Ahamadabad. 33 people had been killed as Muslims attacked Jains.
Benjamin Britten’s Piano Concerto no.1 op.13 was performed for the initial time with a new 3d movement, at
Cheltenham.
The 442nd Regimental Combat Team, consisting entirely of Japanese-American enlisted men (those of them
who had survived the war, led entirely by white officers), received a rousing reception upon its return through
New York City.
WORLD WAR II

Our national birthday, Thursday the 4th of July: Americans observed their 1st peacetime Fourth in 5 years as
occupation troops celebrated in Germany and Japan with parades and artillery salutes.
In Des Moines, the 100th anniversary of Iowa statehood was also being celebrated.
CELEBRATING OUR

B-DAY

The Philippine Islands gained their independence from the United States of America, under President Manuel
Roxas y Acuña.
Poles newly freed from the Nazis carried out a pogrom in Kielce, killing 42 Polish Jews.
ANTISEMITISM
In Tel Aviv, the Irgun released their remaining British hostages.
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July 15, Monday: President Harry S Truman signed a bill authorizing the lending of $3,750,000,000 to its wartime ally
Great Britain.
WORLD WAR II
North Borneo became a Crown Colony of Great Britain.
Cetnik leader Dragoljub Mihajlovic and 23 others were found guilty of treason by a Belgrade court (11 were
sentenced to death, while the remainder received prison terms of up to 20 years).
The upper house of the Romanian parliament was abolished.
A 5-month investigation by 2 Canadian Supreme Court justices produced a 700-page report detailing several
spy networks operating out of the Soviet embassy in Ottawa.

July 16, Tuesday: A US military court in Dachau sentenced 43 Germans to death for the murder of US and Belgian
prisoners during the Battle of the Bulge (22 others receive life imprisonment while 7 were sentenced to long
prison terms).
The US Army suspended black enlistments because they were constituting up 20% of the volunteers while
because their loyalty couldn’t be trusted they could not ever be permitted to constitute more than 10% of the
military.
WORLD WAR II
July 21, Sunday: Nazi leader Arthur Greiser was hanged in Posen (Poznan) before an assembly of 15,000 citizens.
WORLD WAR II
In parliamentary elections in Turkey, the Republican Peoples Party won the great majority of seats.
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August: The British garrison stationed on St. Helena during World War II departed the island — sorry, you’re not an
“outpost of empire” anymore, you’re just not, you’re just a spot of dry land that’s all by itself.
The US federal Congress passed the Atomic Energy Act and the FBI acquired “responsibility for determining
the loyalty of individuals ... having access to restricted Atomic Energy data” (later, executive orders from
Presidents Harry S Truman and Dwight David “Ike” Eisenhower would make the Bureau responsible to
investigate any and all allegations of disloyalty among federal employees).

Tommy is one loyal son-of-a-gun.
August 20, Tuesday: The Allied Control Commission for Germany dissolved the Wehrmacht.
WORLD WAR II
The United Nations completed its move from Hunter College in the Bronx to a building in Lake Success, Long
Island.
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August 24, Saturday: The Japanese Diet approved a new constitution that included a prohibition against making war.
WORLD WAR II
Evocation for piano by Peter Sculthorpe was performed for the initial time, over the local Tasmanian airwaves
of the Australian Broadcasting Commission, by the composer.
August 31, Saturday: This week’s issue of The New Yorker consisted almost entirely of 31,000 words by John Hersey
— “Hiroshima,” a story of the impact on the lives of six hibakusha victims of our dropping of the A-bomb
(this heavy reading, positioned inside a deceptively light-hearted cover depicting a summer picnic in the
park, has been the sole occasion in which the magazine has devoted such space to such a piece).
TO OUR READERS. The New Yorker this week devotes its entire
editorial space to an article on the almost complete
obliteration of a city by one atomic bomb, and what happened to
the people of that city. It does so in the conviction that few
of us have yet comprehended the all but incredible destructive
power of this weapon, and that everyone might well take time to
consider the terrible implications of its use. The Editors.
The six victims interviewed in this effort at “New Journalism” were Mrs. Hatsuyo Nakamura (1,350 yards
from ground zero), Father Wilhelm Kleinsorge of the Society of Jesus (1,400 yards away), Dr. Masakazu Fujii
(1,550 yards away), 20-year-old Sister Toshiko “Dominique” Sasaki (1,600 yards away), Dr. Terufumi Sasaki,
a surgeon not related to Miss Sasaki (1,650 yards away), and the Reverend Kiyoshi Tanimoto of Hiroshima
Methodist Church (3,500 yards away).
The magazine had enforced complete secrecy in advance of the appearance of this article. All editing was done
personally by Harold Ross and William Shawn with the staffers kept entirely in the dark — they knew only
that their normal weekly proofs were not being returned and their inquiries not being responded to. There was
no communication with the magazine’s advertising staff. The material would cause Gerard J. DeGroot,
a Manhattan Project scientist, to weep upon recollecting the elation he had experienced at the initial news of
the dropping of his weapon. Mary McCarthy would comment that “to have done the atomic bomb justice,
Mr. Hersey would have had to interview the dead” (however, had our bomb detonated as we had intended
rather than resulting in a mere “prompt criticality” flash-and-bang, not one of these six hibakusha could
conceivably have survived). Many requests for reprints would arrive at the magazine’s offices. ABC Radio
would preempt regular programming to broadcast word-for-word readings by well-known actors as 4 halfhour programs, and other radio stations abroad would do likewise. Book of the Month Club would print a
special book, posting it to all its members gratis (the US would ban distribution of such material in occupied
Japan).
At exactly fifteen minutes past eight in the morning on August
6, 1945, Japanese time, at the moment when the atomic bomb
flashed above Hiroshima, Miss Toshiko Sasaki, a clerk in the
personnel department of the East Asia Tin Works, had just sat
down at her place in the plant office and was turning her head
to speak to the girl at the next desk.
WORLD WAR II
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September 30, Monday: An Arab government for Palestine was set up in Alexandria, Egypt, led by Haj Amin alHusseini.
During the afternoon, Lieutenant General Takashi Sakai, who commanded the Japanese troops that had
captured Hong Kong, was put in front of a firing squad in Nanking.
WORLD WAR II
October 1, Tuesday: The International Military War Tribunal at Nürnberg announced its verdict. 19 of the 22 high Nazi
officials were found guilty of conspiracy to wage aggressive war, crimes against the peace, crimes violating
the laws of war, and crimes against humanity. Sentenced to death were Luftwaffe commander Hermann
Göring, Foreign Minister Joachim von Ribbentrop, Gestapo chief Ernst Kaltenbrunner, head of the High
Command Field Marshall Wilhelm Keitel, Minister for occupied territories Alfred Rosenberg, Governor of
Poland Hans Frank, Protector for Bohemia and Moravia Wilhelm Frick, anti-Jewish leader Julius Streicher,
forced labor chief Fritz Sauckel, head of the General Staff Colonel General Alfred Jodl, Chancellor of Austria
Artur Seyss-Inquart and Martin Bormann (in absentia). Sentenced to life imprisonment were Deputy Führer
Rudolf Hess, Reichsbank director Walther Funk, and Navy commander Grand Admiral Erich Raeder. In
addition, Hitler Youth leader Baldur von Schirach was sentenced to 20 years, Minister of Armaments Albert
Speer received 20 years, former Foreign Minister and Protector for Czechoslovakia Constantin von Neurath
received 15 years and Grand Admiral Karl Doenitz received ten years. Acquitted were Hjalmar Schacht,
former Reichsbank president and Economics Minister, Franz von Papen, ambassador to Turkey, and Hans
Fritzsche, propagandist.
GERMANY
WORLD WAR II
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October 15, Tuesday: President Harry S Truman ended price controls on meat.
The Muslim League joined the interim government of India. 5 Muslim members were added to the Executive
Committee.
The 21-nation peace conference ended in Paris. Draft treaties with Germany’s European allies were finalized,
as were reparations. There was no resolution of the Trieste dispute. The Yugoslav delegation boycotted the
final session.
Songs on Two Pages for piano by Bohuslav Martinu was performed for the initial time, in Prague.
Benjamin Britten’s Young Person’s Guide to the Orchestra op.34 was performed for the initial time, in
Philharmonic Hall, Liverpool.
In Berkeley, California, Dr. Glenn T. Seaborg announced the discovery of Neptunium 237.
In the course of that night the swordsman Hermann Göring, former Reichsmarshall and head of the Luftwaffe,
offed himself with a capsule of cyanide a couple of hours before they were to come get him out of his cell for
hanging.
GERMANY
WORLD WAR II

War-Guilt Trials268
The mumble-jumble drones on, the hangman waits; the shabby surviving
Leaders of Germany are to learn that Vae Victis
Means Weh den Gesiegten. This kind of thing may console the distresses
Of Europeans, but for us! — Also we’ve caught
A poet, a small shrill man like a twilight bat,
Accused of being a traitor to his country. I have a bat in my tower
That knows more about treason, and about her country.
— Robinson Jeffers

EZRA POUND
October 16, Wednesday: Granville Bantock died in London at the age of 78.
Wilhelm Frick, Hans Frank, Walther Funk, Fritz Saukel, Alfred Rosenberg, Julius Streicher, Ernst
Kaltenbrunner, Alfred Jodl, Wilhelm Keitel, Arthur Seyss-Inquart, and Joachim von Ribbentrop were hanged
for crimes against humanity. After being photographed, the bodies would be cremated and the ashes “dispersed
secretly” so as to prevent creation of a shrine.
GERMANY
WORLD WAR II

268. This poem was entirely suppressed by the publisher, Random House — even after the war was in the history books.
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Famous Last Words:
“What school is more profitably instructive than
the death-bed of the righteous, impressing the
understanding with a convincing evidence, that
they have not followed cunningly devised fables,
but solid substantial truth.”
— A COLLECTION OF MEMORIALS CONCERNING DIVERS
DECEASED MINISTERS, Philadelphia, 1787

“The death bed scenes & observations even of the best & wisest
afford but a sorry picture of our humanity. Some men endeavor
to live a constrained life — to subject their whole lives to their
will as he who said he might give a sign if he were conscious
after his head was cut off — but he gave no sign Dwell as near
as possible to the channel in which your life flows.”
—Thoreau’s JOURNAL, March 12, 1853

1932

George Eastman

Suicide note — he shot himself.

“My work is done. Why wait?”

1936

George V, King of
England

It was suggested that he might recuperate at Bogner Regis

“Bugger Bogner.”

1945

Franklin Delano Roosevelt

having a massive cerebral hemorrhage

“I have a terrific headache.”

1945

Adolf Hitler

as hypothesized by Kurt Vonnegut

“I never asked to be born in the first place.”

1946

Alfred Rosenberg

hangman asked if he had last words

“No.”

1946

Lieutenant-General
Fukuye Shimpei

his last request was to be informed just
before the volley by the firing squad

“Banzai! Thank you.”

1977

Gary Gilmore

being inventively executed

“Let’s do it.”

1997

Diana, Princess of Wales

per French police records

“My God. What’s happened?”

1998

Richard Feynman

unsolicited comment

“I’d hate to die twice, It’s so boring.”

1998

Karla Fay Tucker

Governor George W. Bush refused
requests from Christian organizations
based upon her alleged conversion

“I am going to be face to face with Jesus
now.... I will see you all when you get there. I
will wait for you.”

... other famous last words ...
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November 4, Monday: Laura Lane Welch was born in Midland, Texas.
The British Parliament heard a report that from July through October, more than 5,000 had been killed and
13,000 injured in communal violence in India.
The constitution for the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization went into effect.
The foreign ministers of the “Big Four” met in a New York City hotel to begin writing peace treaties with
Germany’s European allies based on the decisions of the Paris conference.
WORLD WAR II
December 31, Tuesday: President Harry S Truman signed a proclamation declaring the end of hostilities for World War
II.
Jimmy Stewart sent a note of appreciation to Philip Van Doren Stern about his THE GREATEST GIFT, which
had become the basis for the movie “It’s a Wonderful Life” in which he had played the point-of-view character
George Bailey coming back from the brink of holiday suicide. He termed it “an inspiration to everyone
concerned with the picture,” adding “the fundamental story was so sound and right.”
The Atomic Energy Commission (AEC) took over the American nuclear weapons program from the US Army.
Swords into ploughshares! Atoms for peace! Excelsior!
ATOM BOMB
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1947
According to George Gamow, our entire universe had had its beginning in the sort of A-bomb explosion we
had created in order to bring World War II to its successful conclusion (the innocuous term “Big Bang” would
not be introduced until 1950, by Fred Hoyle).

TIMELINE OF EXPLOSIONS
The National Theater staged Robinson Jeffers’s MEDEA with Dame Judith Anderson in the lead.
James Playsted Wood’s THE PRESENCE OF EVERETT (Marsh, Bobbs).
The herbicide 2,4-D, developed during World War II, was introduced for weed control.
Founding of the journal Evolution, initial editor Ernst Mayr.
In the aftermath of World War II, the United States of America enacted a National Security Act that created a
Central Intelligence Agency.269
Milton Sanford Mayer remarried, with Jane “Baby” Scully.
January 24, Friday: In Tokyo, at the war crimes trial of Hideki Tojo and 24 other leaders, the prosecution rested.
WORLD WAR II
Hebrew Melodies for cello by George Perle was performed for the initial time, in New York.
January 26, Sunday: In New York City, David H. Gordon, Jr., a veteran of World War II, committed suicide by leaping
from the Empire State Building, plunging 86 stories and injuring a tourist from Iowa, Mrs. Mervin Sylvester
Coover (Frances Amy Potter Coover), who would not be released from the hospital to return to her home until
March. (Nobody had much to say about PTSD in those days.)

269. Four decades into the future, Bill Moyers would be tracing the advent of secretive and often grossly unethical practices back
to this National Security Act of 1947, critiquing it as the federal government’s new improved “apparatus of secret power” and as a
threat to the US Constitution. Congressman Dick Cheney and former Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld would be absconding
annually to a remote location to participate in a “most highly classified program” that would entirely supersede the protocol enacted
in our Constitution for presidential succession during a national crisis, diminishing the role of the Speaker of the House of
Representatives and the federal Congress and developing instead “a secret procedure for putting in place a new ‘President’ and his
staff.” Following the September 11, 2001 attacks on New York and Washington DC, Vice President Dick Cheney would routinely
be disappearing down a burrow to an “undisclosed location,” and under nominal president George W. Bush, in the name of national
security, a shadow government would begin to operate in secrecy out of underground bunkers without any involvement with the
legislative and judicial branches of the aboveground apparatus of government.
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February 6, Thursday: Tani Hisao, who commanded many of the Japanese troops involved in the Rape of Nanking in
1937, was found guilty of hundreds of deaths and rapes committed by soldiers under his command.
WORLD WAR II
Luigi Russolo died in Cerro di Laveno, Varese at the age of 61.
Gerhard Eisler, arrested two days earlier in New York, was brought before the House of Representatives’s UnAmerican Activities Committee in Washington DC and charged with conspiracy to overthrow the government
of the United States, income tax evasion, passport falsification, perjury, and contempt of Congress. He would
refuse to testify.
Sonata for violin and piano by Irving Fine was performed for the initial time, at Harvard University.
February 21, Friday: Edwin Herbert Land demonstrated his new camera which would come to be known as the
“Polaroid” (this would come to be capable of taking color photographs, in 1963).
Lord Inverchapel, British Ambassador in Washington DC, informed the US Department of State that the
United Kingdom would no longer provide financial aid to shore up the governments of Greece and Turkey;
further efforts to prevent Soviet shipping from using the Dardanelles would be at the cost of the United States
of America. Undersecretary of State Dean Acheson would meet with Congressmen to explain his “domino
theory” –that the leg bone was connected to the ankle bone– that if Greece and Turkey were allowed to fall,
Communism would spread like cancer into Iran and then India. Not since the days of Rome and Carthage had
human civilization experienced such a crisis! –The Congressmen would be greatly impressed at the
sophistication of this sort of talk.
The American Friends Service Committee reported that it had completed a survey of what Friends did during
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World War II, and had found record of 5,953 Quaker men who had served in the military, of 654 such as
Calhoun D. Geiger who had received 1-O classifications and served in the alternative Civilian Public Service
program, of 713 who had received 1-A-O classifications and served within the military in noncombatant
positions, and of 57 who had followed the Peace Testimony to the point of being imprisoned as conscientious
objectors. In other words, in addition to Friend John R. Kellam and Friend Bayard Rustin, there had been a
grand sum total of 55 others who had refused to assist the federal government in any capacity at all during the
period in which that federal government had been engaging in warfare.

And, there had been 5,953 American Quakers who had disregarded their example while they had been
sacrificing themselves to the federal penal system. –An overwhelming majority of American Quakers had been
gun-carrying Quakers.
THE QUAKER PEACE TESTIMONY

CONTINGENCY
ALTHOUGH VERY MANY OUTCOMES ARE OVERDETERMINED, WE TRUST
THAT SOMETIMES WE ACTUALLY MAKE REAL CHOICES.

April 2, Wednesday: In Singapore, a British military court sentenced 2 Japanese to death and 5 to life in prison for their
parts in the deaths of 5,300 Chinese on that island in 1942.
The Supreme National Tribunal in Poland sentenced Obersturmbannführer Rudolf Franz Ferdinand Höss,
commander of the Auschwitz concentration camp, to be hanged.
The British government referred the Palestine question to the United Nations.
The United Nations appointed the United States as trustee of the northern Pacific Islands formerly held by
Japan.
WORLD WAR II

World War II

“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project
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April 26, Saturday: Tani Hisao, who had commanded many of the Japanese troops who had committed hundreds of
thousands of killings and rapes in Nanking in 1937, was led through the streets of the city past thousands of
survivors of the horrors and then, south of the city, was put before a firing squad.
WORLD WAR II
STATE MURDER
May 3, Saturday: A constitution went into effect making Japan a constitutional monarchy and effectively eliminating
its ability to make war.
War crimes indictments were filed in Nürnberg against 24 officials of I.G. Farbenindustrie.
About 700 white military prisoners at Ft. Leavenworth, Kansas rioted because they were being obliged to share
a messhall with black prisoners. Such an outrage to their dignity! 1 person was killed and 11 injured.
Night Journey, a ballet by William Schuman to a scenario by Graham, was performed for the initial time, at
Sanders Theater, Harvard University.
September 17, Wednesday: At the Indiana Yearly Meeting of (Orthodox) Friends, Elbert Russell delivered the address
that would be distributed as PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY REVIVED: GIVEN AT INDIANA YEARLY MEETING OF
FRIENDS, WEDNESDAY EVENING, SEPTEMBER 17TH, 1947 (26 pages; privately published by The Indiana
Yearly Meeting Book and Tract Committee).
Around the small Bavarian village of Postberg (Postoloprty) in the province of Saazerland on the BavarianCzech border during the Czech “ethnic cleansing,” it came to appear that 763 German men, women, and
children had been executed as WWII had been winding down and world peace had been breaking out.
The German civilian residents of the province had been rounded up by Czech soldiers and communist
partisans and marched to this village, and on this day a number of the mass graves were being probed in and
around the village. In the village itself there were 34 burials and at Weinberg nearby another 4 and at Schuladen
26 in an old sandpit and at Lewanitzer 349 plus another 103 in another mass grave and at Kreuz 10 in another
sandpit and another 225 were in a mass grave behind the local school. The list goes on and on, at the military
barracks there were 5 and 7 were at a house... Despite the fact that under Benesch law No. 115 of 1946 there
was no Czech liability whatever for any crimes against Germans regardless of circumstances, only one local
Czech would step forward and accept responsibility for having participated in the slaughter — he, Vojtech
Cerny, himself, he revealed, had shot four of them.
WORLD WAR II
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October 26, Sunday: The Nobel Peace Prize for 1947 was awarded jointly to the American Friends Service Committee
and the British Friends Council for their relief work in Europe after World War II.
THE QUAKER PEACE TESTIMONY

In the face of raids from Pakistan, Maharajah Hari Singh. the ruler of Jammu and Kashmir, ceded his lands to
India. The mostly Muslim province was admitted into India, provoking outrage in Pakistan.
British troops withdrew from Iraq.
Four Democratic senators and about 30 film industry notables made a nationwide broadcast called
“Hollywood Fights Back.” Led by Humphrey Bogart and Lauren Bacall, it attacked the House of
Representatives’s Un-American Activities Committee, denying that there was Communist infiltration in
American films and questioning “the right of Congress to ask any man what he thinks on political issues.”
UNAMERICANISM
October 31, Friday: The American Friends Service Committee in Philadelphia received a cablegram from Norway
informing it that the Nobel Peace Prize for 1947 had been awarded jointly to the Committee and to the British
Friends Service Council.
WORLD WAR II
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November 1, Saturday: The Crystal City, Texas internment camp, the last such World War II facility, closed.
The federal government opened the gates and allowed these Peruvian Japanese –who had refused to go to
Japan and had not been allowed to return to Peru– to wander out into the US and try their luck as Spanishspeaking aliens totally lacking in US registration documents.

November 3, Monday: Stanislaw Mikolajczyk landed in London from the British sector of Berlin after being accused
of treason on October 12th. He had fled Warsaw by train on October 20th. Mikolajczyk was the last significant
opposition leader in Poland.
As one of the final acts of World War II, 4 leaders of the SS received death sentences from an American court
in Nürnberg, while 11 other defendants received prison terms of from 10 years to life.
President Harry S Truman authorized US military officers to advise the Greek army at all levels of operations
against leftist rebels.
Trois poèmes op.276 for voice and piano by Darius Milhaud to words of Supervielle was performed for the
initial time, in Paris.
Due pezzi per orchestra by Luigi Dallapiccola were performed for the initial time, over the airwaves of the
BBC, originating in London.
November 21, Friday: A US military court in Yokohama sentenced Captain Yoshio Tsuneyoshi to life in prison for the
deaths of 1,400 prisoners of war during World War II, at Camp O’Donnell in the Philippines.
Le Village Perdu, a film with music by Arthur Honegger, was performed for the first time, in Paris.
Symphony no.3 op.30 by Vincent Persichetti was performed for the first time, in Philadelphia.
December 18, Thursday: Two Japanese lieutenants were found guilty of killing more than 150 people, each, during the
Rape of Nanking in 1937. They would be executed.
WORLD WAR II
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1948
Over the following 8 years, US sales of oregano would be increasing by 5,200% due to the growing popularity
of pizza and other food items our World War II servicemen had learned to enjoy while in Italy.
During the early 20th Century the Korean peninsula had amounted to a colony of Imperial Japan. At the end
of World War II the Soviet Union and the United States agreed to temporarily divide this liberated colony into
halves at the 38th parallel. Cold War tensions then made it impossible to agree to a unified Korean state.
Instead, the United States installed a pro-Western dictatorship in the south under Syngman Rhee while the
Soviets created a communist regime in the north led by a former anti-Japanese guerrilla, Kim Il-sung.
Kim would attempt to solve the problem of Korean disunity by invading the south (he may have been tricked
by ambiguous words issued by the US Department of State, signals implying that although we would not
endorse such an invasion, we would let him get away with it).
The 4-room structure in Pompeii known as the “Antiquarium,” that had been, during the Allied landings of
World War II, for some reason bombed, was in this year being rebuilt.

Garibaldi’s government had allowed people to view the pornographic images excavated at Pompeii, but when
power had passed to the Savoy kings, the images had been suppressed. The Fascist government also had
largely suppress these embarrassing ancient Roman images. In the capitalist economy of the late 1940s,
however, anyone wishing to see this special collection, who had money to dispose of and the leisure to follow
the procedure was able to obtain an official document attesting to serious purpose ostensibly signed by a
government official — either a real such attestation or some counterfeit document. (Although a special
pornography room would open in the 1970s, it would then soon close “for renovations.”)
April 10, Saturday: Egyptian irregulars attacked the Negev kibbutz Kfar Darom with tanks and infantry (they would
be repelled on the following day).
Arabs began firing artillery shells into the New City of Jerusalem.
In an Allied court in Nürnberg, 14 former SS officers convicted on the previous day for their part in the deaths
of 2,000,000 Soviet citizens were sentenced to hang, 2 to imprisonment for life, and 5 to prison terms with
completion dates.
WORLD WAR II
May 3. Monday: The International Military Tribunal for the Far East held the final hearing of the Tokyo war crimes
trials.
WORLD WAR II
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June 2, Wednesday: Israeli troops attacked an Egyptian column north of Ashdod but were repulsed with heavy losses.
In Landsberg Prison, München, 7 former SS and death camp staff were hanged.
WORLD WAR II
June 29, Tuesday: A US Army court in Yokohama sentenced Major General Yoshitaka Kawane and Colonel Kurataro
Hirano to death for their parts in the Bataan Death March.
WORLD WAR II
South Africa banned interracial marriages.
The Communist Party of Yugoslavia denied all Cominform charges against it and made countercharges against
the Soviet Union.
About 2,500 workers in Berlin attempted to take over the building housing the Soviet-run Radio Berlin but
were turned back by police.
July 2, Friday: President Harry S Truman signed the Japanese American Evacuation Claims Act, a measure to
compensate Japanese Americans for certain economic losses attributable to their forced evacuation. Although
some $38 million would be paid out through provisions of the act, it would prove largely ineffective even on
the limited scope within which it was operating.
WORLD WAR II

The Japanese Peruvians who had been being kept in concentration camps in Texas were, of course, excluded
from this largesse. Never mind that at this point they had become permanent residents in the US. Never mind
that they were in need. Never mind that they had been abused. Just forget the whole thing. “Look straight into
the blue light —FLASH!— now that wasn’t so difficult, was it?”
November 4-12: At the Tokyo war crimes trials, one by one, judgments of war criminals were being handed down.
WORLD WAR II
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November 12, Friday: On the final day of the Japanese War Crimes trials former prime minister Hideki Tojo, General
Iwane Matsui (who had overseen the “Rape of Nanking”), Lieutenant General Akira Muto (commander in the
Philippines), General Kenji Doihara (commander in Malaya and Indonesia), Koki Hirota (former prime
minister), General Heitaro Kimura (vice-minister of war) and General Seishiro Itagaki (responsible for having
starved prisoners in Indonesia) were sentenced to death, 16 defendants receive life sentences, and 2 others
received lesser sentences. The court pronounced that Japan bore a “national guilt” for its aggressions since
1928.
15 former guards at Mauthausen were hanged in Landsberg Prison, München.
WORLD WAR II
Umberto Menotti Maria Giordano died in Milan at the age of 81.
All 45,000 longshoremen on the east coast of the United States went on strike.
December 23, Thursday: At the Sugamo prison in Tokyo those convicted of war crimes, such as General Tojo Hideki,
General Iwane Matsui, Lieutenant-General Akira Muto, General Kenji Doihara, Koki Hirota, General Heitaro
Kimura, and General Seishiro Itagaki, were escorted one by one from their cells to an in-prison gallows.
WORLD WAR II
After three Egyptian counterattacks, the Israelis were driven from Hill 86 south of Gaza.
The House of Representatives’s Un-American Activities Committee termed 20 US unions “communistcontrolled” and described 13 high union officials as communists.
December 24, Friday: General Douglas MacArthur ordered the release of all “Class A” war crimes suspects still in
custody, when their cases were similar to those who had recently been acquitted.
The United Nations Security Council called for an end to hostilities in Indonesia.
US Attorney General Tom Clark announced that an FBI investigation had verified Laurence Duggan to have
been “a loyal employee of the US government” (Duggan had fallen to his death on December 20th).
WORLD WAR II
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1949
January 1, Saturday: New Zealand took possession of the Tokelau Islands from Great Britain.
A United Nations cease-fire between India and Pakistan went into effect.
The wartime rationing in Poland came to an end.
WORLD WAR II
The first five-year plan in Czechoslovakia began.
The British Nationality Act went into effect. All citizens of Great Britain, the Commonwealth, and Ireland
were granted equal rights before the law.
Three Egyptian naval vessels bombarded Tel Aviv for 20 minutes.
The United States formally recognized the Seoul regime as the legitimate government of the entire Korean
peninsula.
Michurin, a film with music by Dmitri Shostakovich, was shown for the initial time.
April 15, Friday: The first listener-sponsored radio, KPFA, went on the air. This was founded by World War II
conscientious objector Lewis Hill.
April 18, Monday: Eire reconstituted itself as the Republic of Ireland and withdrew from the Commonwealth.
Suite for strings by Ulysses Kay was performed for the initial time, in Baltimore conducted by the composer.
Using one of his many pseudonyms, Dr. Josef Mengele –although hardly the sort of person like Henry Thoreau
who would ultimately deny authority itself– crossed the border into Italy on his way to escape from occupied
Europe to Argentina.
WORLD WAR II
February 12, Saturday: Major-General Yoshitaka Kawane and Colonel Kurataro Hirano were hanged at Bugamo
prison in Tokyo for having been associated with the Bataan death march, in addition to a Japanese lieutenant
and five enlisted men who had been responsible for the torture of prisoners in French Indo-China.
WORLD WAR II
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July 3, Sunday: Bomber 44-86292, the Enola Gay, was retrieved from storage and Colonel Paul W. Tibbets, Jr. piloted
it to Orchard Place Army Air Field (which has since become O’Hare International Airport near Chicago).

There the aircraft was formally accepted by the Smithsonian Institution, for the National Air Museum.
WORLD WAR II
September: The 1st of the 4 Japanese war holdouts on Lubang Island in the Philippines to give up was Private First
Class Yuichi Akatsu. He got fed up with the whole thing and stormed off. The remaining men figured that there
was no way that this weakling could survive on his own. Yet, unbeknownst to them, Akatsu managed to live
six months on his own before surrendering to the Philippine Army.
HIRU ONODA
LAST TO SURRENDER

WORLD WAR II
October 19, Wednesday: Osanu Satano received a prison sentence of 5 years for helping to kill a captured American
pilot. He would be the final one, of 4,200 Japanese convicted of war crimes.
WORLD WAR II
The Pennsylvania Railroad ended racial segregation on all trains from New York traveling south of
Washington DC.
Les rêves de Jacob op.294 for oboe, violin, viola, cello and bass by Darius Milhaud was performed for the
initial time, at Jacob’s Pillow, Massachusetts.
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1950
The remaining three Japanese diehards on Lubang Island in the Philippines found a note left by Akatsu stating
that he had been greeted by friendly troops. He even led a group of soldiers into the mountains in search of
the remaining men. However, nothing was more important, to these people of this mentation, than loyalty.
Hiroo Onoda and his men quickly concluded that Akatsu was now working with the enemy, and retreated to
the other side of the mountain.
LAST TO SURRENDER

WORLD WAR II
Demolition of the Aluminum Company of America plant on the Niagara River’s Hydraulic Canal was begun.
The Champlain Canal terminal building at Whitehall, New York became the Skenesborough Museum.
WWII was so over! Judo returned to Japanese schools, but only as an elective, and with the prewar
indoctrination on sacrifice for the Emperor replaced by the idea of healthy competition — to demonstrate that
prewar judo and postwar judo were two entirely different animules, until 1989 the Ministry of Education
would mandate that such classes be offered not as budo “martial art” but as kakugi “combative technique.”
WORLD WAR II
Oh, well, OK then.
During the early years of this decade President Harry S Truman would have the interior of the White House
gutted and rebuilt on a skeleton of steel beams on a concrete foundation, making the house safe and ensuring
its continued use by American presidents. Thank you, Harry.
The United States of America adopted the Security Act of 1950, which contained an emergency civilian
detention plan that was to remain in effect for more than 20 years.270
General Curtis LeMay, commander of the United States Air Force’s nuclear-capable Strategic Air Command,
became concerned about base security. “The Russians didn’t threaten us,” said LeMay. “But I was worried
about fifth column activity. Sabotage… And the stupidest people we had in the Air Force were put in the
Military Police.” To reduce this perceived systemic risk, this American general adopted an agenda of searching
out and publicly dismissing bad examples: incompetent provost marshals, unconcerned wing commanders.

270. During the early 1980s in Washington DC, US Marine Lieutenant-Colonel Oliver North would help draft secret wartime
contingency plans which would provide for “the imposition of martial law, internment camps, and the turning over of government
to the president and FEMA,” and more than two decades later, the Sydney Morning Herald would report that the Bush
administration might employ these Reagan-era security initiatives, installing “internment camps and martial law in the United
States.” Following 9/11, reports of civilian detention camps and plans to “herd people into sports stadiums” would be punctuated
by John Dean’s question: “Could terrorism result in a constitutional dictator?” By late 2005, after President Bush would propose a
greater role for the military during natural disasters and the imposition of marshal law should there be an avian flu outbreak, former
Reagan cabinet member Paul Craig Roberts would assert “The Police State Is Closer Than You Think.”
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The general arranged for his security forces to be designated “Air Police” and took steps to treat the key
commanders not as unwanted stepchildren but as key members of his hands-on personal security team.
To make sure his Air Police understood how very special they were, he provided a distinctive uniform and
arranged for professional instruction in aikido, judo, and karate. The general established an Air Police school
at Fort Carson, Colorado that would teach his new Air Police how to rise above the level of gate guards and
make of themselves a deadly mixture of military police with nuclear weapon security.271
Meanwhile, there were those who were underimpressed by this uncritical pursuit of safety through power.
For instance, in this year Milton Mayer, without renouncing his Jewishness, became a member of the Religious
Society of Friends.
JUDAISM
June 6, Tuesday: General Douglas MacArthur ordered the Japanese government to remove 24 members of the
Communist Party from civic life — including 7 members of their Parliament.
Senator Joseph R. McCarthy asserted that 3 persons listed by the FBI as Communist agents still held high
positions in the State Department (the State Department controverted this).
WORLD WAR II
August 26, Saturday: Composizione no.2 for orchestra by Bruno Maderna was performed for the initial time, in
Darmstadt.
A group of 8 former Nazi leaders, along with several other important political and business leaders,
was released from Landsberg Prison in München, Germany. “Go thou and sin no more.”
WORLD WAR II
Richard Realf (son) died in Summit, New Jersey.
A public statement on US foreign policy by General Douglas MacArthur, not cleared by the State Department,
Defense Department, or the White House, was ordered withdrawn by President Harry S Truman. This caused
a furor among opponents of the President.
KOREAN WAR

271. During this decade, about twenty Japanese martial art instructors would be touring Air Force bases, and hundreds of US airmen
would be taking month-long courses at the Kodokan. His Japanese instructors were among the best available: karate teachers such
as Nakayama Masatoshi and Nishiyama Hidetaka; judo teachers such as Daigo Toshiro and Kotani Sumiyuki, and aikido teachers
such as Tomiki Kenji. The Air Police were to practice their judo and karate in the gyms that LeMay had ordered built on their bases
(following discharge, former Air Police often would continue teaching and practicing judo or karate in their home towns; for
instance, Laverne Raab in Omaha and Bill Reuter in Seattle). Karate instructors would no longer emphasize the building up of
knuckle calluses but LeMay would seek to make his America become more and more like the pre-WWII Shinto Japan that he had
gone to such lengths to defeat.
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1951
In Japan, intravenous use of opiates was spreading among economically marginal and delinquent youths, and
in result an Awakening Drug Control Law was passed.
Japan’s gross national product was US$14.2 billion, which was 4.2% of the USA’s, half of West Germany’s,
and a third less than Britain’s.
Japanese sumotori wrestlers toured Honolulu, Los Angeles, San Francisco, and Chicago with boxer shorts
under their loincloths to avoid charges of indecent exposure.
The famed cherry grove along the Arakawa River near Tokyo that had been the parent stock for Washington
DC’s initial cherry trees had fallen into decline during World War II. Japan requested help in restoring the
grove in the Adachi Ward, and our National Park Service shipped budwood from descendants of those same
trees back to Tokyo in an effort to restore the original site.
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January 11, Thursday: President Harry S Truman appointed a mission headed by John Foster Dulles to go to Japan to
confer with MacArthur and Japanese leaders in regard to a peace treaty (said treaty would be signed in San
Francisco on September 8th by delegates from 48 countries, Russia and her satellites refusing to participate).
A full company of recruits took one step forward and enlisted in the United States Marine Corps, in front of
the San Francisco, California premiere of the World War II film “Halls of Montezuma.” Great boxoffice!
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June 7, Thursday: A group of 7 leaders of the SS were hanged by the United States in Landsberg Prison, München.
Among them were Oswald Pohl, who oversaw the goods taken from those killed in the death camps (including
gold teeth), and Otto Ohlendorf, who oversaw death squads in the occupied Soviet Union which accounted for
90,000 deaths, mostly Jews. This would be the final batch of Nazi war criminals executed by the United States.
600,000 Germans had petitioned that they be spared.
WORLD WAR II
ANTISEMITISM

FINAL EXECUTIONS
last to be electrocuted in Massachusetts

May 9, 1947

Edward Gertson and Philip
Bellino

June 7, 1951

7 leaders of the Nazi SS such
as Oswald Pohl, Otto
Ohlendorf ...

hanged in Landsberg Prison, München as the final
batch of German war criminals executed by the
United States

July 13, 1955

Ruth Ellis

hanged in a thick pair of calico knickers at Holloway prison in London

July 20, Friday: As he entered the Mosque of Omar in Jerusalem for services, King Abdullah ibn Hussein of Jordan
was assassinated. The assassin was immediately killed by the king’s bodyguards, two of whom suffered
injuries. The Jordanian government would level the accusation that the assassin had been an agent of
Palestinian leader Haj Amin el-Husseini, the Grand Mufti of Jerusalem, in Egypt. The Mufti would deny any
involvement. King Abdullah was succeeded by his son, Talal ibn Abdullah, currently in Switzerland seeking
medical treatment, under regency.
Japan regained control over $350,000,000 of Japanese assets within the US.
WORLD WAR II
July 30, Monday: In the new elections to the Israeli Knesset, the leading Mapai Party once again received the most
seats. This sitting of the parliament would produce 4 different governments.
The Bayreuth Festival opened for the 1st time since World War II, with a performance of Richard Wagner’s
Parsifal.

LISTEN TO IT NOW
August 26, Sunday: India announced that their diplomats would not be permitted to attend the upcoming Japanese
peace treaty conference in San Francisco because the government disagreed with several of its provisions.
“We’re just going to sit around and sulk.”
WORLD WAR II
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September 8, Saturday: Jürgen Stroop, who commanded the SS troops that had suppressed the Warsaw Ghetto
uprising, was executed on the site of the ghetto.
WORLD WAR II
In San Francisco, Japan signed a peace treaty with 48 nations at war with it. The USSR, Czechoslovakia, and
Poland refused to sign while India and Burma did not attend. In the treaty Japan regained sovereignty by
formally renouncing war. It was reduced to the 4 home islands and agreed to negotiate reparations agreements
with the various allied powers. Then, 5 hours after this Peace Treaty had been signed, representatives of Japan
and the United States of America signed a defense treaty calling for the stationing of US forces on these
islands.

READ THE FULL TEXT
November 20, Tuesday: Stricken by cancer, General De Lattre was replaced in Vietnam by General Raoul Salan.
Returning home, De Lattre would die two months later in Paris, after being elevated to the rank of Marshal.
The UN command in Korea confirmed discovery of 365 bodies of US servicemen killed by the other side while
prisoners of war.
KOREAN WAR
In Tokyo, Emperor Hirohito signed the Japanese ratifications of the San Francisco Peace Treaty and Security
Treaty.
WORLD WAR II
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1952
Japanese companies licensed the technology of the transistor from the USA.
The end of the occupation of the Japanese home islands by the US Army, as Japan returned to full
independence (or was this a clever hoax?).
Letters and photographs of family and friends were dropped all over Lubang Island in the Philippines from an
airplane. The Japanese war holdouts there concluded that the enemy had finally outdone themselves with this
clever trick — to the eyes of those trained in guerrilla warfare, this had to be a clever hoax.
HIRU ONODA
LAST TO SURRENDER

WORLD WAR II
January 12, Saturday: Gunfire began, between British troops and Egyptian snipers in the Suez Canal Zone (in five days
of hostility 25 people would be killed).
Concerto for cello and orchestra no.1 by Bohuslav Martinu was performed for the initial time, in The Hague.
French supply lines to Hoa Binh, Vietnam along the Black River were severed.
Travel along road “Route Coloniale 6” was also impossible.
Bomber 44-86292, the Enola Gay, was flown to Pyote Air Force Base, Texas for temporary storage.
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February 26, Tuesday: Prime Minister Winston Churchill announced that the United Kingdom has produced its own
atomic bomb.
West Germany agreed to contribute 11,250,000,000 marks to the defense of western Europe.
Professor Owen Lattimore of Johns Hopkins University began three days of testimony before the Senate
Internal Security Committee and denied charges that he was ever a Communist, that he was ever part of a
Communist organization, or that he convinced the State Department to abandon the Chinese Nationalists.
WORLD WAR II
The fourth suite from the score to the film Descobrimento do Brasil by Heitor Villa-Lobos was performed for
the initial time, in the Théâtre des Champs-Elysées, Paris.
February 28, Thursday: The United States and Japan signed an agreement in Tokyo that the United States could set up
military bases on Japanese soil.
WORLD WAR II
March 20, Thursday: The Supreme Court of South Africa ruled that placing colored voters on separate electoral roles
was unconstitutional. Prime Minister Daniel Malan rejected this decision.
Four days of rioting began in Trieste by Italians desiring the return of the Istrian Peninsula to Italy.
The United States Senate ratified the Japan Peace Treaty.
WORLD WAR II
“My trip to Asia begins here in Japan for an important
reason. It begins here because for a century and a half
now, America and Japan have formed one of the great and
enduring alliances of modern times.”
— President George W. Bush to the Japanese Diet,
paragraph 4, February 18, 2002.

March 28, Friday: The National Assembly of France approved the Japan Peace Treaty.
WORLD WAR II
Chants Alizés op.125 for woodwind quintet by Florent Schmitt was performed for the first time, in Paris.
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April 15, Tuesday: President Harry S Truman signed to ratify a peace treaty with Japan, and defense treaties with
Japan, Australian, New Zealand, and the Philippines.
WORLD WAR II
For the 14th time, a nuclear weapon was tested at Yucca Flat, Nevada.
Partita in A for violin and piano by Ulysses Kay was performed for the first time, at the American Academy
in Rome.
Verna Arvey heard from State Department official Wilson Compton that recordings of her husband William
Grant Still’s music had been withdrawn by the State Department, although this had ostensibly been done not
for musical reasons but due to the quality of the recording.
April 22, Tuesday: Due to his worsening medical condition, Sergei Prokofiev was granted a pension of 2,000 rubles a
month. The decree was signed by Joseph Stalin.
The United States exploded a nuclear device at Yucca Flat, Nevada. As part of a military exercise, about 2,000
soldiers entered the contaminated zone within an hour after the blast (don’t worry, it only means you won’t
need haircuts for awhile).
In Tokyo the Allied Control Council for Japan, set up in 1945 to oversee the occupation, held its final meeting.
So long and good luck.
WORLD WAR II
April 28, Monday: The peace treaty signed by Japan and 49 other nations on September 8th, 1951 went into effect as
the United States deposited its ratification. Only 9 countries out of the 49 that signed it had completed
ratification. Japan was no longer an occupied country.
WORLD WAR II
Phantom of the Winds for violin and piano by Peter Maxwell Davies was performed for the first time, in
Manchester City Hall, the composer at the keyboard.
May 1, Thursday: Leftists rioted in Tokyo, shouting anti-US slogans and attempting to break into the palace grounds.
They assaulted US citizens and destroyed property. Police restrained the crowd. One person was killed and
about 450 injured.
WORLD WAR II
A bill requiring citizens to pay for many National Health Service programs was given final approval by the
British House of Commons.
In a military exercise at Yucca Flat, Nevada, 2,000 marines took cover in foxholes 6,400 meters from ground
zero of a nuclear explosion.
A George Peabody Award was given to Gian Carlo Menotti for his “Amahl and the Night Visitors.”
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December 16, Tuesday: Professor Owen Lattimore of Johns Hopkins University, who had been an adviser to
Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek and the Chinese Nationalists during World War II, was indicted by a federal
grand jury in Washington DC on seven counts of perjury (the Sinologist has been the subject of investigations
into Communists in the government by Senator Joseph R. McCarthy; the perjury trial would occupy three
years and it would be discovered that while the Soviet Union was our ally and Stalin our friend the Professor
had made comments sympathetic to the Soviet Union and Stalin, and it would be revealed that he had used the
term “feudal” (a term sometimes used by Communists) — all charges against him would eventually be
dismissed but this trial would effectively bring his long academic career to an end).
WORLD WAR II
Potti Sriramulu died after a hunger strike of 58 days in support of the creation of a new state from the Teluguspeaking areas of Madras state. Riots ensued, in which five died.
CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE

In Baden-Baden, String Quartet no.2 by Hans Werner Henze was performed for the initial time.
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1953
March 11, Wednesday: The French National Assembly decided to pardon 35,000 French citizens convicted of having
collaborated with Germany during World War II.
Over the next two days, 11 Kikuyus would be hanged in Kenya for the Mau Mau killing of a white farmer.
Bruce Kulka was attempting some in-flight repairs inside the bomb bay of his B-47 15,000 feet above Mars
Bluff, South Carolina when he accidentally yanked on a handle releasing the 26-kiloton Mark 6 nuclear
weapon through the bottom of his aircraft. The plutonium warhead was still stored separately inside the
aircraft, although the 6,000 pounds of conventional high explosives inside the device was enough to produce
a crater 75 feet across and 35 feet deep, destroying the vegetable garden and children’s playhouse of the Walter
“Bill” Gregg family. A sign now marks the hole which has now shrunk to a depression in the woods about 40
feet across, that fills with water whenever it rains.

On this day the US Senate’s Judiciary Committee’s subcommittee to investigate the administration of the
Internal Security Act and other internal security laws assembled to consider the topic of academic freedom of
inquiry. They heard the testimony of Dr. Bella V. Dodd, who used to be a Communist and had learned that “No
Communist who knows he is a Communist can be a free agent.” She reported that the Communists had
succeeded in America to the point at which they were actually in control of some parent-teacher organizations.
Also on this day the University of Colorado announced that after an internal inquiry into “subversive
activities” it had terminated 8 members of its faculty. The Reverend Paul C. Reinert, S. J. would explain that
academic freedom is a precious possession based on reason, that must be protected by the personal integrity
of those who exercise it. “Any human freedom which is based on reason has its limits in reason. By its very
nature, no human right is unlimited because human rights are essentially social and limited by the rights of
others, as our American Constitution makes very clear. The teacher must be the servant and minister of truth.
His work and teaching must not be determined for him by the opinion of the majority, not even a political
majority, still less by the opinions of administrators, trustees, or fellow faculty members. The teacher can and
should present to students newly discovered facts and laws, new developments or new applications of old
knowledge, new theories which may be advanced in explanation of known data, physical or social. But he
cannot and should not teach as true what he knows to be false, or teach as a fact or as a universal law what is
as yet but hypothesis of theory. This academic freedom does not mean that a teacher need not adhere to certain
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basic, absolute principles. If he denies these limitations, his own freedom goes with them. My academic
freedom becomes nonsense if I can advocate academic freedom for myself alone. The man who abdicates
reason, who denies the natural law, who considers the Bill of Rights as a restriction on his freedom, forfeits
his own right to academic freedom.” So there you have it.
A piano duet version of Samuel Barber’s unperformed ballet Souvenirs was performed for the initial time, at
the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York.
A Parable of Death for speaker, tenor, chorus, and orchestra by Lukas Foss to words of Rilke and Hecht was
performed for the initial time, at the Columbia Auditorium in Louisville, Kentucky.
June:

Corporal Shimada, a member of the group of Japanese diehards from World War II on Lubang Island in the
Philippines, was shot in the leg during an altercation with local fishermen. They both got away, so the search
for them in the jungles would need to continue even longer. The other surviving uncaptured combatant, Hiroo
Onoda, would be able to nurse the injured corporal back to health.
LAST TO SURRENDER

October 7, Wednesday: When World War II had broken out in 1939, a vast number of British fishing trawlers had been
requisitioned and given the designation RNPS. Their home base had been at Lowestoft, on an estate originally
owned by the Marchioness of Salisbury and given the wartime name Pembroke X. The trawlers had proven
useful for minesweeping and for protection of coastal convoys. Dead meat armed only with small-caliber
machine-guns, they attempted to defend themselves against U-boats and dive bombers as they swept channel
ports and harbors and acted as anti-submarine escort vessels. In September 1939 a total of 100 Patrol Service
trawlers had been in commission. By D-Day 1944, a total of 947 such vessels had been operating in British
waters, and 547 in other theatres of combat. By 1945 some 70,000 Brits had served on such trawlers. A total
of 2,385 had died while doing this without their bodies being recovered for shore burial. On this day a war
memorial was unveiled on the site of Pembroke X in remembrance of those of the Royal Navy Patrol Service
who had no other grave than the sea.272
This shorebased naval facility at Lowestoft, headquarters of the Royal Navy Patrol Service, was re-christened
as HMS Pembroke.

272. At a first order of approximation there seems to be a remarkable similarity between fighting at sea and feeding fish.
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December 2, Wednesday: 811 Japanese citizens, 349 of them civilians, arrived in Japan after 8 years in Soviet prison
camps in Siberia.
After weeks of tests at Salpetrière Hosital, Claire Messiaen was diagnosed with incurable “cerebral atrophy.”
Bomber 44-86292, the Enola Gay, was flown from Pyote Air Force Base in Texas to Andrews Air Force Base
in Maryland and placed in storage.

WORLD WAR II
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1954
John Grimek of the United States was the 1st weightlifter known to use anabolic steroids on a regular and
systematic basis. His source of supply was John Ziegler, a physician working for a Swiss pharmaceutical
company associated with the CIA. (Anabolic steroids are an outgrowth of artificial testosterone research done
during World War II by both the Germans and the Americans. Armies want chemically enhanced soldiers and
are willing to do what it takes to get them.)
April 7, Wednesday: In a private ceremony in Washington DC, Charles Lindbergh was sworn in as a Brigadier
General. He would serve on a congressional commission to select a permanent location for the United States
Air Force Academy. He would add even more to his prestige later in the year when he completed his
autobiography, THE SPIRIT OF ST. LOUIS, a book that would become an overwhelming bestseller and receive
the Pulitzer Prize. (All this was before it became abundantly clear to all of us that Lindbergh had been, rather
than an honorable “isolationist,” actually a Nazi sympathizer, desiring that the United States of America ally
itself with the Axis Powers in hostility to the Allied Powers.)
President Dwight David “Ike” Eisenhower claimed that a French loss in Indochina would create a “domino
effect” with nation after nation falling to communism. This was the initial mention of the domino theory in
Cold War parlance.
A revised version of Paul Hindemith’s lustige Oper Neues vom Tage to his own words, was performed for the
first time, in Naples, conducted by the composer.
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May 7, Friday: On Lubang Island in the Philippines, the war came to an end for Corporal Shimada as he was shot dead
by a search party sent in to find these Japanese holdouts.
LAST TO SURRENDER

WORLD WAR II
At 5:30PM, the 10,000 French soldiers remaining alive at Dien Bien Phu were ordered by their commander to
cease fire. By that point, 55 days in, an estimated 8,000 Viet Minh and 1,500 French had perished. These
French prisoners would be marched for up to 60 days to camps some 500 hundred miles away. Nearly half
would perish during this march, or during their captivity. France would proceed to withdraw completely from
Vietnam, ending a bitter 8-year struggle against the Viet Minh in which 400,000 soldiers and civilians from all
sides would have perished.

DIEN BIEN PHU ⊃ MY LAI

TED BUNDY
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May 8, Saturday: The Geneva Conference on East Asia began talking about Indochina, attended by the US, Britain,
China, the Soviet Union, France, Vietnam (Viet Minh and representatives of Bao Dai), Cambodia, and Laos
— all meeting to negotiate a solution for Southeast Asia.
Many festivities planned over the following couple of days in France to celebrate the end of World War II and
the capture of Paris by Jeanne d’Arc would be canceled, due to the loss of Dien Bien Phu.

DIEN BIEN PHU ⊃ MY LAI

TED BUNDY

May 17, Monday: On Lubang Island in the Philippines, more leaflets were dropped. A loudspeaker blurted out
“Onoda, Kozuka, the war has ended.” Clearly, to the Japanese war holdouts, this was another trick by the
Americans. They were sure that the war was still on and they intended to get even with the enemy for
Shimada’s death. Hiroo Onoda and Kozuka were positive that the Japanese would be landing on the island any
day and that control would be taken back from the Americans. One day, Onoda’s own brother stood by at the
microphone and pleaded for them to give up. Onoda could not see the speaker’s face from his great distance
and concluded that the Americans had gone to a really great length to trick him this time. They believed that
the Americans had found a man that was built and sounded just like his brother, but was really an impostor!
LAST TO SURRENDER

WORLD WAR II
The United States Supreme Court ruled 9-0 that 6-year-old Linda Brown had been unfairly treated when the
Board of Education of Topeka, Kansas had obligated her to attend a substandard all-Black school. It further
ordered that “separate but equal” had been nothing more than an operating fiction, and that therefore schools
across the country must be desegregated.
At the Army-McCarthy hearings, Army Counselor John G. Adams refused to testify about a “highlevel”
meeting wherein Adams had been advised to make a written record of his dealings with Senator Joseph R.
McCarthy. Adams was refusing at the order of President Dwight David “Ike” Eisenhower. The subcommittee
decided to go into recess until May 24th.
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1955
Austria regained its independence and declared a policy of neutrality.
GERMANY
WORLD WAR II
Stanley M. Vogel’s GERMAN LITERARY INFLUENCES ON THE AMERICAN TRANSCENDENTALISTS (New Haven:
Yale UP).
Friend Milton Mayer’s study of some ordinary German lives during the period of the Third Reich,
THEY THOUGHT THEY WERE FREE: THE GERMANS, 1933-45 (U of Chicago P).

http://www.press.uchicago.edu/cgi-bin/hfs.cgi/00/1471.ctl
WORLD WAR II
(There’s a short sweet explanation for why this book had been written in English rather than in German.
The subtext of the monograph might best be expressed as “Uh, yeah, we postwar Americans — yeah, we’re
supposing ourselves to be free.”)

CHANGE IS ETERNITY, STASIS A FIGMENT
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A prototype engine for a proposed nuclear-powered bomber that would be able to stay aloft for years without
refueling proved too heavy unless the designers eliminated all radiation shielding. Such a device would of
necessity be a drone flown under remote control (another little difficulty would be that the initial takeoff would
need to be from an existing flat straight highway at least 16 kilometers in length).

TIMELINE OF EXPLOSIONS
Robinson Jeffers received the Borestone Mountain Poetry Award, for HUNGERFIELD.
A photograph was taken of Sadako Sasaki of Hiroshima, a hibakusha at this point still in the early stages of
leukemia:

Her best friend in school told her of a legend, that if you folded 1,000 origami cranes (senzaburu) you would
be granted a wish.273 She had begun to fold cranes out of whatever pieces of paper came to hand. She would
fold some 1,300 individual ones, out of whatever gum wrappers came to hand, before dying.
WORLD WAR II
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273. It’s a joke, actually, a sick joke. There’s an origami trick by which one is supposed to be able to fold a circular chain of 100
cranes out of a single piece of paper — this takes about a week of folding (the crane figure is appropriate, since in Japanese
mythology the crane is supposed to live a thousand years, although of course everyone understand that the actual bird has no lengthy
lifetime). If one were able to accomplish this week-long folding task without any tearing, when one actually counted the cranes in
the chain, there would be only 96 little ones plus one larger central one possible by means of such a folding technique. Not only
cannot one fabricate a chain of a thousand cranes out of a single piece of paper, but also, despite the name, one cannot even achieve
a round hundred. The moral of this sick little tale seems to be: you aren’t going to get what you want out of wanting it very much,
this real world simply not being responsible to one’s longings.

But you can imagine how a sick little A-bomb girl received this tale.
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May 9, Monday: Serpasil (reserpine) had been approved by the US Food and Drug Administration in 1953 and
Thorazine (chlorpromazine) in 1954. Herman C.B. Denber of New York’s Manhattan State Hospital reported
to the American Psychiatric Association that the new drugs calmed patients with serious mental illness to the
point that, for the 1st time, it had become possible to use conventional psychotherapy on them.
A group of 25 disfigured females was accompanied by the Reverend Kiyoshi Tanimoto to New York City,
where they were to undergo reconstructive surgery at Mount Sinai Hospital. While in the USA, the Reverend,
who had himself been exposed to the Hiroshima blast (after having been disowned by his Buddhist father for
having become a Methodist minister), appeared on “This Is Your Life” with two of the “Hiroshima Maidens”
(who appeared only in silhouette in order to spare the television audience an opportunity to view their specific
disfigurements) and with Captain Robert Lewis, co-pilot of the Enola Gay.

When Lewis found he was to face these survivors, he fled the TV studio. Found in a nearby bar, after being
reasoned with (and after partaking of some liquid courage) he was able to face the Reverend before the
cameras. He revealed to the nation, his voice quivering, that after the atomic bomb had been dropped they had
circled to inspect the result and he had jotted down “My God. what have we done.”

This is not a
photo of Colonel
Paul W. Tibbets,
Jr.’s mother,
Enola Gay Tibbets

“THIS IS YOUR LIFE”

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

WORLD WAR II

WWII

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE
WORLD WAR II

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

WORLD WAR II

WWII

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE
1956
October 1, Monday: At the beginning of a 3d conference in London, the Suez Canal Users’ Association was launched
by 15 nations.
The final Führer of Germany’s Third Reich, Admiral Karl Doenitz, was released from Berlin’s Spandau Prison
after serving a sentence of ten years.
WORLD WAR II
October 19, Friday: In a treaty signed in Moscow, the USSR and Japan jointly ended their state of war and established
diplomatic relations.
WORLD WAR II
Nikita Khrushchev led a high-level Soviet delegation to Warsaw, reportedly threatening military intervention
if the Polish party replaced their hard-line politburo with a more independent group. Workers at major factories
in Warsaw armed themselves in preparation of Soviet military intervention.
Sonata concertante for violin and piano by Peter Mennin was performed for the first time, at the Library of
Congress, Washington.
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1957
In this year the last displaced persons camp of the World War II period was closed.
Spring and Summer: The Committee for Nonviolent Action (CNVA) and the Committee for a Sane Nuclear Policy
(SANE) were founded. World War II conscientious objector Jack Homer was in the leadership of both
organizations.
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1959
March 9, Monday: Despite his persistent ratings as “average,” the US Marines again promoted Private Lee Harvey
Oswald to Private 1st Class.
The revolt against the government of Iraqi Prime Minister Abdul Karim Kassem was put down in Mosul.
Top members of the embassy of the United Arab Republics in Baghdad were ordered to leave the country.
Greek Cypriot rebels called a halt to their activities and pledged their support to Archbishop Makarios.
Former Nazi Gauleiter of eastern Poland Erich Koch was sentenced to death in a Warsaw court for the murder
of 300,000 people during World War II.
The Barbie Doll was 1st exhibited in New York.
After 7 weeks in Washington and Boston, substantial cuts and rewrites, changes in essential personnel, and the
involvement of several lawyers, Juno, a musical play by Marc Blitzstein to a book by Stein after O’Casey and
his own lyrics, opened in New York City at the Winter Palace. The press went from disappointed to scathing.
The play would close after 16 performances.
Sweet Bird of Youth by Tennessee Williams opened in the Martin Beck Theater, New York.
June 7, Sunday: West Germany issued its 1st arrest warrant for Dr. Josef Mengele. At some point during this year he
relocated from Argentina to Paraguay.
WORLD WAR II

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

WORLD WAR II

WWII

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE
1960
Adolf Hitler’s little sister Paula died, who after his death had been living alone near Hamburg, Germany under
the name Frau Wolf (“Wolf” had of course been her brother’s nickname).
WORLD WAR II
August 10, Wednesday: Workers began disassembling Bomber 44-86292, nicknamed Enola Gay.

WORLD WAR II
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1961
January 20, Saturday: The Chinese government announced that the “Great Leap Forward” in industrial output needed
for the time being to be put aside in favor of greater agricultural production. Food shortages and famine were
to be anticipated.
The Museu Villa-Lobos opened in Rio de Janeiro.
Gloria for soprano, chorus and orchestra by Francis Poulenc was performed for the initial time, in Boston.
John Fitzgerald Kennedy replaced Dwight David “Ike” Eisenhower as President of the United States of
America and declared that “...we shall pay any price, bear any burden, meet any hardship, support any friend,
oppose any foe, to insure the survival and the success of liberty.” Privately, outgoing President Eisenhower
told him he thought “you’re going to have to send troops” to Southeast Asia. This new Kennedy administration
was youthfully inexperienced in matters relating to the long-drawn-out conflict of Southeast Asia. When,
during this month, Soviet General Secretary Nikita Khrushchev pledged his support for “wars of national
liberation” throughout the world, this statement encouraged the followers of Ho Chi Minh to escalate their
struggle to unify their nation.

With wife Bess and daughter Margaret, Former President Harry S Truman was a guest in the White House on
inauguration day — their 1st visit there in 8 years.
Over the next several years Kennedy’s Secretary of Defense, 44-year-old Robert Strange McNamara from the
world of commerce, along with his civilian planners recruited largely from the academic community, a bunch
of whiz kids still wet behind the ears and marked by their complete infatuation with themselves, would play a
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crucial role in determining the White House strategy for managing the conflict in Vietnam. Under their
leadership the United States would be waging a limited war with the intention of forcing a political settlement,
but unfortunately the US would have as its adversary an enemy with no interest whatever in any partial
settlement of the issues at hand, as stated by Ho Chi Minh, “...whatever the sacrifices, however long the
struggle...until Vietnam is fully independent and reunified.”

Meanwhile, back home in the land of the free and the home of the brave, this would be the year of the Young
Freedom riders, lead by the World War II pacifist James Farmer who had been one of the founders of CORE.
After a bus would be burned in Alabama, and after riders would be attacked in Birmingham and would spend
40-60 days in jail in Jackson, Mississippi, our Interstate Commerce Commission would ban racial segregation
on buses and trains.
April 11, Tuesday: Adolf Eichmann went on trial for his life in an Israeli court. He would maintain that as a good
Kantian, all his actions during the Nazi period and during World War II had been in careful accordance with
the Categorical Imperative.
ANTISEMITISM
GERMANY
Professor Immanuel Kant had had the following to say about someone who, out of a sense of misguided duty,
performs profoundly wicked acts: “Take for example an inquisitor, who adheres firmly to the exclusiveness of
his statutory faith to the point of martyring people, and who has to judge a so-called heretic (who is otherwise
a good citizen) accused of unbelief. Now I ask whether, if he condemns him to death, one could say he has
followed his (no doubt erroneous) conscience, or whether one could not rather accuse him of a complete lack
of conscience, whether he just erred or consciously did wrong” (RELIGION WITHIN THE LIMITS OF REASON
ALONE, 1793). Herr Eichmann would boast to the end of his short rope that he had only done his duty as he
saw it, declaring that “he had lived his whole life ... according to a Kantian definition of duty” (see Hannah
Arendt’s EICHMANN IN JERUSALEM, Chapter 8): “[T]o the surprise of everybody, Eichmann came up with an
approximately correct definition of [Kant’s] categorical imperative.” He had identified himself with the will
of the Führer of the German volk — and it was a righteous Categorical Imperative for all true Germans
everywhere to always totally identify themselves with the will of their Führer.
While in prison awaiting hanging this littérateur would author 1,300 pages of explanations as to why he felt
no guilt: “I reject as arrogant duress your attempted pressure on me to admit guilt on my part ... where none
exists.” He had created his own personal collection of Fake Facts, delusions that had enabled him to totally
elude all demands of decency and morality.
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July 20, Thursday morning: Secret studies of nuclear war scenarios had been initiated by President Dwight David
“Ike” Eisenhower, bringing into existence a “NESC” standing subcommittee of the National Security Council:
its “Net Evaluation Subcommittee” (even the seemingly innocuous name of this subcommittee was for many
years a carefully guarded war secret).
The Berlin crisis was the major current topic of concern on this morning as President John Fitzgerald Kennedy
and the members of his National Security Council heard the briefing in Washington DC by this secret NESC
subcommittee. The President learned what the United States of America would be likely to be like after a
Soviet surprise attack and a global interchange of nuclear missiles, one beginning with submarine-launched
missiles aimed at the bases of our Strategic Air Command and spreading from there. The estimate of the expert
generals assigned to this sad duty was that some 48,000,000 to 71,000,000 Americans would be “killed
outright” but that then radioactive fallout would descend upon some 45% to 71% of our nation’s homes to
create short-term and long-term radiation sickness (we hadn’t yet learned about “Nuclear Winter”). Since this
was President Kennedy’s 1st NESC briefing, a briefing that Secretary of State Dean Rusk characterized as
“an awesome experience,” it seems plausible that it was at this point that the President made a comment that
his Secretary of State would report, “And we call ourselves the human race.”

July 21, Friday: Bomber 44-86292, the Enola Gay, was moved overland to the National Air Museum’s storage facility
in Suitland, Maryland, closer to Washington DC.
WORLD WAR II
Virgil I. “Gus” Grissom became the 3d human in space as he rode in a Mercury capsule, blasting off from Cape
Canaveral to reach an altitude of 190 kilometers before splashing into the Atlantic 488 kilometers downrange
16 minutes later. The capsule sank and would not be recovered — but he did manage to extricate himself.
Sax Quartet by Henry Cowell was performed for the initial time, at the Eastman School of Music, Rochester,
New York.
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1962
February 27, Tuesday: A couple of renegade South Vietnamese pilots in American World War II-era fighter planes
bombed the presidential palace in Saigon. President Ngo Dinh Diem and his brother Ngo Dinh Nhu, escaping
unharmed, attributed this not to bad aim or obsolete equipment but to “divine protection.”

One of the planes was shot down and its pilot captured in South Vietnam. The other plane crash-landed in
Cambodia and its pilot was arrested.
May 31, Thursday: Adolf Eichmann and his high Kantian principles were hanged on account of his conduct during
World War II, using a short rope.
ANTISEMITISM
GERMANY
This litterateur had left behind 1,300 pages of elucidation as to why he felt no guilt for his wartime conduct:
“I reject as arrogant duress your attempted pressure on me to admit guilt on my part ... where none exists.”
Two people were killed in Algiers by terrorists.
Great Britain dissolved the Federation of the West Indies with the constituent entities resuming their former
colonial status: Antigua, Barbados, Cayman Islands, Dominica, Grenada, Jamaica, Montserrat, St.
Christopher-Nevis-Anguilla, St. Lucia, St. Vincent, Trinidad and Tobago, and the Turks and Caicos Islands.
Invocation à l’ange Raphaël op.395 for women’s chorus and orchestra by Darius Milhaud to words of Claudel
was performed for the initial time, in Paris.
A concert of “symphonic jazz” took places in Constitution Hall, Washington when Duke Ellington and his
Orchestra joined the National Symphony Orchestra conducted by Howard Mitchell and Gunther Schuller.
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1964
February 3, Monday: As one of a series of replies to Soviet criticism, the Chinese government claimed that First
Secretary Nikita Khrushchev had betrayed world Communism and joined with the United States in a
conspiracy to rule the world.
Ewald Peters hanged himself in a Bonn jail cell. He had been Chancellor Ludwig Erhard’s personal security
chief until arrested on January 30th and charged with participating in the mass murder of Jews in Ukraine
during World War II.
ANTISEMITISM
GERMANY
Joaquín Rodrigo and his wife arrived in Madrid from Puerto Rico where he had just completed teaching a
course in music history at the University of Rio Piedras.
In Washington DC, the Warren Commission began its investigation into the murder of President John
Fitzgerald Kennedy. The initial witness was Mrs. Marina Oswald.
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1965
The Japanese Government made another generous gift of 3,800 Yoshino trees to another First Lady devoted
to the beautification of Washington DC, Lady Bird Johnson, wife of President Lyndon Baines Johnson.
American-grown this time, many of these were planted on the grounds of the Washington Monument. Lady
Bird Johnson and Mrs. Ryuji Takeuchi, wife of Japan’s Ambassador, reenacted the planting ceremony of 1912.

Late in the year, on Lubang Island in the Philippines, Hiroo Onoda and Kozuka “requisitioned” a transistor
radio from a local and listened to reports from Peking. Oddly, with their minds still trapped in 1945 war time,
they did not believe anything that they heard on the radio regarding military or foreign relations. Yet they
followed the horse races, and understood that Japan had risen to be a great industrial power.
LAST TO SURRENDER

WORLD WAR II
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February 3, Wednesday: Australian combat troops arrived in Sarawak and Sabah.
Hermann Krumey, an aide to Heinrich Himmler, was convicted in Frankfurt-am-Main of assisting in the
murder of 300,000 Hungarian Jews. He was sentenced to 5 years at hard labor.
WORLD WAR II
ANTISEMITISM
300 black children gathered at the county courthouse in Selma, Alabama, sang some civil rights songs, and
were arrested for truancy. Meanwhile, at the Perry County Courthouse in Marion, 700 black children were
arrested.
CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE

Four Nocturnes (Night Music II) for violin and piano by George Crumb was performed for the initial time,
in Buffalo, with the composer himself at the keyboard.
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1966
October 1, Saturday: Peking hosted celebrations marking the 17th anniversary of the Peoples Republic of China.
5,000 soldiers marched in review, and then came 2,000,000 marching Red Guards. When Defense Minister
Lin Piao informed the spectators that in Vietnam the USSR was conspiring with the USA, diplomats from the
Soviet Union and its allies walked off the stand.
A military court in Athens accused Andreas Papandreou of leading a secret anti-monarchist organization called
Aspida that plotted a coup. The court indicted 28 army officers accused of membership in Aspida.
When Albert Speer and Baldur van Schirach were released from Spandau Prison upon completing 20-year
sentences, the sole war criminal remaining in this prison was Rudolf Hess. Speer had been the Nazi Minister
for War Production and von Schirach had led Hitler Youth.
WORLD WAR II
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1967
De Wit calculated the Earth’s potential photosynthetic output. Using a human requirement of 1,000,000
kilocalories per year and allowing for city and recreation space, he calculated Earth’s carrying capacity at
146,000,000,000 people.
High-fructose corn syrup was introduced commercially by Clinton Corn Processing Company of Clinton,
Iowa. Manufactured using their patented enzyme Isomerose, the fructose sweetness of corn syrup was raised
from 14% to 42%. With rising sugar prices, “Isosweet” became the sweetener for all major soft drinks.274
Although you would never have guessed that there was such a thing as Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder
by watching the year’s movies, which included THE ONE-ARMED SWORDSMAN and THE GOOD, THE BAD,
AND THE UGLY, World War II hero Audie Murphy admitted to suffering recurring war-induced nightmares.275
Wisconsin became the final state to remove its laws discriminating against margarine.276

274. What could go wrong?
275. Had Audie by taking thought added a cubit unto his stature?
276. Were Wisconsinites wiser that the rest of us Americans? Did they sense that the substitution of cheap margarine for expensive
butter was causing heart attacks, cutting years off of lives? –No, Wisconsinites were merely the most vulnerable to the dairy
lobbyists, coming around with fistfuls of cash to help venial politicians buy the TV spots that would win their re-election campaigns.
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1969
November 6, Thursday: Former Captain Charles Butler McVay III of the USS Indianapolis
(CA-35) committed suicide with his Navy issue .38-caliber revolver.

WORLD WAR II
If we give you a pistol, will you fight for the Lord?
But you can’t kill the devil with a gun or a sword!

December 27, Saturday: The Liberal Democratic Party was returned to power in national elections to the Japanese
Diet.
The first annual Manzanar Pilgrimage took place. (These nostalgia trips back to the Manzanar facility would
inspire pilgrimages to other of our concentration camps sites as well, in the years to come.)
WORLD WAR II
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1970
February 20, Friday: Judge Hoffman sentenced World War II conscientious objector Dave Dellinger and four other
members of the Chicago 7 to prison for having, during the police riot the outside the Chicago Democratic
Convention, violated the Anti-Riot Act of 1968. “Hey, guys, you’re not cops — we cannot allow you to riot
like cops!”
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1971
June 23, Wednesday: President Nguyen Van Thieu of the Saigon government signed a bill restricting the number of
candidates allowed in upcoming presidential elections.
Great Britain reached agreement with the EEC on conditions for membership.
The Polish parliament granted the Roman Catholic Church title to buildings and lands in areas acquired from
Germany after World War II.
The Washington DC Circuit Court of Appeals, on a vote of 7 over 2, affirmed Judge Gesell’s decision denying
the government an injunction against publication by the Washington Post. In New York City, after a hearing,
the 2d Circuit remanded the case involving the New York Times to District Judge Gurfein for further “in
camera” proceedings. It was determined that publication might resume after June 25th, but only if the Times
did not print any material deemed by the government to be vital to national security. Meanwhile, portions of
the Pentagon Papers were delivered to newspapers around the country. (injunctions were sought against the
Boston Globe and the St. Louis Post-Dispatch). CBS news anchor Walter Cronkite interviewed Dr. Daniel
Ellsberg. President Richard Milhous Nixon assured the federal Congress that he intended to release all 47
volumes of this report to them.
The government of Québec announced that it would not accept the new constitutional charter for Canada.

Our national birthday, Sunday the 4th of July: In Manila, Ambassador Henry A. Byroade unveiled a monument
that commemorated the careful manner in which US personnel had destroyed all American flags there,
29 years earlier, to prevent them from being desecrated by the Japanese conquerors.
WORLD WAR II
The publication of the Pentagon Papers by the New York Times ended with the revelatory Defense Department
conclusion, that in 1954 the United States of America had played “a direct role in the ultimate breakdown of
the Geneva settlement.”
In Times Square of Manhattan the cast of “1776,” a musical based on the Declaration of Independence,
read that document aloud while attired in their period costumes.
CELEBRATING OUR B-DAY

In Amsterdam, Praeludium for woodwinds, double bass and percussion by Krzysztof Penderecki was
performed for the initial time.
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August 5, Thursday: Turkey and China established diplomatic relations.
Alfred Worden became the first astronaut to “go for a space walk,” when he ventured outside Apollo 15
between the earth and the moon.
The National Assembly of Portugal abolished official press censorship, although it retained penalties for
publication that was “against the national interest.”
Engelbert Kreuzer was sentenced by a court in Regensburg to 7 years in prison for his role in more than 30,000
murders at Babi Yar outside Kiev during World War II (2 others were excused from trial on account of poor
health).
ANTISEMITISM
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1972
February 21, Monday-28, Monday: This year was marked by the return of the island of Okinawa, seized during World
War II, to the control of Japan.
As a further great leap forward, our foreign policy president, Richard Milhous Nixon, went as promised to
meet Chairman Mao Zedong and Prime Minister Zhou Enlai in Beijing. Nixon’s visit caused great concern in
Hanoi that, in order to improve Chinese relations with the US, their wartime ally China might agree to some
unfavorable settlement of the war.
Visiting the Great Wall of China with Secretary of State William Rogers, President Nixon commented “I think
you will have to agree, Mr. Secretary, that this is a great wall.” He and the leaders of the PRC seemed to have
so little difficulty understanding one another!

After six weeks and winning their demands, the coal miners of Britain called off their strike.
The Soviet space probe Luna 20 made a soft landing on the moon and began drilling into the surface for
specimens.
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WALDEN: The religion and civilization which are barbaric and
heathenish build splendid temples; but what you might call
Christianity does not. Most of the stone a nation hammers goes
towards its tomb only. It buries itself alive. As for the
Pyramids, there is nothing to wonder at in them so much as the
fact that so many men could be found degraded enough to spend
their lives constructing a tomb for some ambitious booby, whom it
would have been wiser and manlier to have drowned in the Nile,
and then given his body to the dogs. I might possibly invent some
excuse for them and him, but I have no time for it. As for the
religion and love of art of the builders, it is much the same all
the world over, whether the building be an Egyptian temple or the
United States Bank. It costs more than it comes to. The mainspring
is vanity, assisted by the love of garlic and bread and butter.
Mr. Balcom, a promising young architect, designs it on the back
of his Vitruvius, with hard pencil and ruler, and the job is let
out to Dobson & Sons, stonecutters. When the thirty centuries
begin to look down on it, mankind begin to look up at it. As for
your high towers and monuments, there was a crazy fellow once in
this town who undertook to dig through to China, and he got so
far that, as he said, he heard the Chinese pots and kettles
rattle; but I think that I shall not go out of my way to admire
the hole which he made. Many are concerned about the monuments of
the West and East, –to know who built them. For my part, I should
like to know who in those days did not build them, –who were above
such trifling.
M ARCUS V ITRUVIUS P OLLIO
DE ARCHITECTVRA LIBRI DECEM
EGYPT

September 29, Friday: US air raids destroyed another 10% of the air force of North Vietnam.
Prime Ministers Chou En-lai of China and Kakuei Tanaka of Japan signed agreements in Peking ending their
joint state of war and establishing diplomatic relations between the two countries.
WORLD WAR II
The Washington Post reported that former Attorney-General John N. Mitchell and former Commerce
Secretary Maurice Hubert Stans were among 5 people in control of a secret cash fund used by Republicans for
information gathering about Democrats.

PEOPLE OF

WALDEN
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October 19, Thursday: Pierre Susini, French charge d’affaires in Hanoi, dies of wounds suffered in the US bombing of
the French mission on October 11.
North Vietnamese forces occupied Binhhoa just to the north of Saigon.
On Lubang Island in the Philippines, each autumn, to continue their World War II military assignment, 2d
Lieutenant Hiroo Onoda and Private Kinshichi Kozuka would attempt to torch the sheaves of rice collected by
farmers in the fields. This time the 2 Japanese diehards were intercepted on this errand by local police, who
managed to hit Private Kozuka with 2 shots and kill him.
LAST TO SURRENDER
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1974
February 20, Wednesday: On Lubang Island in the Philippines, war holdout Hiroo Onoda encountered a young
Japanese university dropout named Suzuki living alone in a tent. Suzuki had left Japan to travel the world and
told his friends that he was “going to look for Lieutenant Onoda, a panda, and the Abominable Snowman, in
that order.” Onoda approached cautiously and the two soon struck up a conversation that lasted many hours.
The two became friends, but Onoda said that he was waiting for orders from one of his commanders. Suzuki
left, promising to return.
LAST TO SURRENDER
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March 9, Saturday: A Viet Cong rocket landed in a school playground in Cailay, South Vietnam, killing 32 children
and injuring about the same number.
The Turkish government announced that was lifting the US-backed ban on poppy production.
Miss Donnithorne’s Maggot, a stage work for soprano, flute, clarinet, piano, percussion, violin and cello by
Peter Maxwell Davies to words of Stow, was performed for the initial time, in Adelaide, conducted by the
composer.
Jonah and the Whale, an oratorio for solo voices, speaker, chorus and instruments by Dominick Argento to
Medieval and other texts, was performed for the initial time, in Plymouth Congregational Church,
Minneapolis.
On Lubang Island in the Philippines, war holdout Lieutenant Hiroo Onoda went to an agreed-upon place and
found a note that had been left by Suzuki. Along with the note, Suzuki had enclosed 2 photos that they had
taken together the 1st time that they met along with copies of 2 army orders. The next day, Onoda decided to
take a chance and made a 2-day journey to meet up with Suzuki. His long hike paid off handsomely. Suzuki
had brought along Onoda’s old commanding officer, Major Taniguchi, who ordered Onoda to surrender his
sword — World War II was finally over.

Onoda would be handed back his sword and would return to Japan and receive a hero’s welcome. He would
be a media sensation hounded by an adoring public everywhere he went. After publishing his memoirs, he
would use his newly found fortune to raise cattle in Brazil. He would then marry a Japanese woman and move
back to run a nature camp for children.
LAST TO SURRENDER
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1975
The VCR came into production — at long last home movies! Steven Spielberg’s Jaws depicted the sharkobsessed Quint (played by Robert Shaw) as a survivor of the sinking of the USS Indianapolis during WWII,
helping summer residents along the Atlantic coast of Cape Cod cope with their dread of ocean lurkers (this
was a plot innovation not present in Peter Benchley’s 1974 novel JAWS). Thoreau had written amusingly about
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this dread of the Atlantic-side sharks generations earlier, in CAPE COD:
CAPE COD: Sometimes we helped a wrecker turn over a larger log
than usual, or we amused ourselves with rolling stones down the
bank, but we rarely could make one reach the water, the beach was
so soft and wide; or we bathed in some shallow within a bar, where
the sea covered us with sand at every flux, though it was quite
cold and windy. The ocean there is commonly but a tantalizing
prospect in hot weather, for with all that water before you, there
is, as we were afterward told, no bathing on the Atlantic side,
on account of the undertow and the rumor of sharks. At the lighthouse both in Eastham and Truro, the only houses quite on the
shore, they declared, the next year, that they would not bathe
there “for any sum,” for they sometimes saw the sharks tossed up
and quiver for a moment on the sand. Others laughed at these
stories, but perhaps they could afford to because they never
bathed anywhere. One old wrecker told us that he killed a regular
man-eating shark fourteen feet long, and hauled him out with his
oxen, where we had bathed; and another, that his father caught a
smaller one of the same kind that was stranded there, by standing
him up on his snout so that the waves could not take him. They
will tell you tough stories of sharks all over the Cape, which I
do not presume to doubt utterly, — how they will sometimes upset
a boat, or tear it in pieces, to get at the man in it. I can easily
believe in the undertow, but I have no doubt that one shark in a
dozen years is enough to keep up the reputation of a beach a
hundred miles long. I should add, however, that in July we walked
on the bank here a quarter of a mile parallel with a fish about
six feet in length, possibly a shark, which was prowling slowly
along within two rods of the shore. It was of a pale brown color,
singularly film-like and indistinct in the water, as if all nature
abetted this child of ocean, and showed many darker transverse
bars or rings whenever it came to the surface. It is well known
that different fishes even of the same species are colored by the
water they inhabit. We saw it go into a little cove or bathingtub, where we had just been bathing, where the water was only four
or five feet deep at that time, and after exploring it go slowly
out again; but we continued to bathe there, only observing first
from the bank if the cove was preoccupied. We thought that the
water was fuller of life, more aerated perhaps than that of the
Bay, like soda-water, for we were as particular as young salmon,
and the expectation of encountering a shark did not subtract
anything from its life-giving qualities.
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1976
The first modern vertical-looping roller coaster, Revolution, opened at Six Flags Magic Mountain. Also, pilot
Paul W. Tibbets, Jr. reenacted his mission over Hiroshima
by flying a vintage B29 (not the Enola Gay
itself, which was safe in the custody of the Smithsonian Institution which might someday attempt to place it
on exhibit) over an air show in Texas as a pile of TNT with materials to generate huge quantities of smoke was
set off below to simulate a mushroom cloud.
AMUSEMENTS
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TIMELINE OF EXPLOSIONS
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1977
When the files of the “Sacco and Vanzetti” case were made public, they proved to contain wiretap transcripts
indicating that the state of Massachusetts had been tapping the telephone of Felix Frankfurter (this was the
Frankfurter who would later serve as a Justice of the US Supreme Court) while he had been attempting to
defend them from the prosecutors of the state of Massachusetts.
Michael Meyer’s SEVERAL MORE LIVES TO LIVE: THOREAU’S POLITICAL REPUTATION IN AMERICA (Westport
CT: Greenwood Press). In 1995, the book would be reviewed by Wynn Yarborough of Virginia
Commonwealth University as follows:
Criticism of Henry Thoreau’s “Resistance to Civil Government”
changed dramatically from the 1920s to the 1970s. Michael
Meyer’s SEVERAL MORE LIVES TO LIVE: THOREAU’S POLITICAL REPUTATION IN AMERICA
shows the progression of opinion surrounding Thoreau and his
politics. In the 1920s, an age of relative affluence, Thoreau
was popularly seen as an anarchist, a rebel. In the critics’
minds, but there were mixed opinions. Most of these reflect a
reaction to the materialism of the time. Eliseo Vivas noted that
Thoreau’s “Resistance to Civil Government,” in The New Student,
was “... one of the first native attacks upon American
Imperialism....” (34) Vivas was writing when the US was involved
in many countries in South America and Central America. Vivas
saw Thoreau’s politics, especially his stance on resistance to
government, as troubling, “Thoreau’s ideals are inoperative in
the real, everyday world, and because he will not compromise his
ideals, at all, they have no effect upon the world: they are
politically useless” (35). In the 1960s, we will see how useful
Thoreau becomes.
Another critic, Vernon Parrington, would praise Thoreau as truly
original and independent. “Parrington transforms what several
of his contemporaries [such as Atkinson] considered to be
Thoreau’s
selfish
tenacity
into
a
virtue.
Thoreau’s
unwillingness to compromise was not a sign of perversity but of
principle” (40). The political anarchist image of Thoreau does
not disturb Parrington, who considered him American in political
thought: “Parrington places Thoreau in the liberal tradition by
tracing the political ideas in “CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE” back to William
Godwin’s POLITICAL JUSTICE (page 409, Parrington), which helped
inform Jefferson...” (42).
The 1920s criticism also shows the one direction criticism of
Thoreau would maintain, in some slight degree, throughout the
century. Brooks Atkinson, a conservative critic, bashed Thoreau
for his politics, calling him “a self-contained, unsocial being,
a troglodyte of sorts” (36). But it is not his personal attacks
on Thoreau that emerge as important; in fact we could disregard
his opinion except for the fact that underlying his charges
against Thoreau’s “feline” politicism is his great respect for
Thoreau, the naturalist. This will reappear throughout the
century, the focus away from the political towards the
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naturalist. Here would be a good place to note why.
Thoreau’s “Resistance to Civil Government” clashes with his
defense of John Brown. In one he advocates non-violent
resistance; in the other he defends the actions of violence.
This is where critics find the clash of logic, and many simply
ignore his politics, because they are considered inconsistent.
I would argue that Thoreau is human, subject to emotion and
became quite involved in the slavery question. Brown was an
individual doing what he thought necessary; Thoreau opts for
another course, one of nonviolence, although the implication in
“Resistance to Civil Government,” is that violence is prevalent
throughout history. Here is where the student of Thoreau must
make a decision, Should Thoreau be held to a philosophical tract
he wrote in 1848 as compared to “A PLEA FOR CAPTAIN JOHN BROWN,”
written in 1860 at a time of great tension about slavery? It must
be remembered that Thoreau did not join a society for abolition,
but rather vocalized his thoughts on injustice. He is political
in thought, and as proven from his own action, a practitioner
of non-violent resistance.
In the 1930s, James MacKaye would turn to the politics and
denounce them. MacKaye saw Thoreau’s politics showing no
cooperation and devoid of reason. Meyer sees him as an extension
of the twenties critics, “In this, MacKaye followed commentators
of the twenties. It is one thing for a person to regulate his
own economy and thereby free himself from want, but it is quite
another to repudiate government.” MacKaye continues in the
tradition of Atkinson, whereas Blankenship, continues in the
tradition of Parrington. The thirties marked a different era for
America, the flirtation with communism, trying to find a
solution for the Great Depression. “[H]is radicalism was no
longer considered to be so shocking by most commentators of the
thirties. His radicalism was studied even within the academy”
(58). It should be remembered that it was not academics who were
doing the writing on “Resistance to Civil Government” but
journalists and social critics. “Until the forties, the best
criticism on Thoreau (using any critical standard for
excellence) is to be found in journalistic pieces, or occasional
chapters on Thoreau in books — most of them written by critics
outside the academy” (59). Meyer goes further to state that
“There was not one American analysis of even article length on
“CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE” ... prior to the 1940s. In the thirties there
was a strong tendency to use Thoreau first and ask questions
later”(74). There was an avoidance of the politics in this
essay, although people used him and his simple economy to
protest the effects of industry, especially in an age of the
collapse of the American economy.
The 1940s show some of the universal appeal of Thoreau, in terms
of his usefulness. Thoreau was used as guidance for those who
opposed the war as “conscientious objectors.” A society gearing
up for war might have trouble appreciating Thoreau. Thomas Lyle
Collins, one critic who was opposed to the war, “uses Thoreau
as a rationale for American isolationism and noninterventionism”
(85). Max Cosman used Thoreau to justify World War II based on
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the differences between the War on Mexico and WWII. Here we see
a reconciling of “RESISTANCE TO CIVIL GOVERNMENT” and “A PLEA FOR CAPTAIN
JOHN BROWN.” In “A Plea,” Thoreau foresees circumstances where he
might have to “kill or be killed”; this applies to his attitude
against slavery. Cosman sees the same attitude towards the
Nazis. Cosman “calls attention to this passage in order to
conclude with the major point of his article, which is that
Thoreau speaks to Americans in 1944” (86). Here we see the
usefulness of Thoreau by dissenters and by consenters.
The Thoreau Society was founded in 1941 by Walter Harding who
saw Thoreau as being in both camps in the debate over the war.
He saw Thoreau “[as] not a dangerous isolationist but an
individual”(94). Harding does go further to see Thoreau as
primarily a non-violent pacifist, ignoring his support of John
Brown. Meyer seems to see Harding as doing what Thoreau himself
would have loathed, “deification.”
F.O. Matthiessen connects Thoreau with socialism in AMERICAN
RENAISSANCE. Matthiessen was concerned with the text, the art
itself, not the artist so much. Matthiessen said that Thoreau’s
individualism was inflated, that Thoreau believed in collective
action. Meyer, while lauding the contribution of Matthiessen to
study of WALDEN, saw Matthiessen as too political in his
assessment of Thoreau, “Matthiessen allows his enthusiasm and
appreciation for Thoreau’s art to interfere with a view of
politics that would be more in keeping with his own values,
values
which
were
highly
suspicious
of
Transcendental
individualism” (101). Please remember that Matthiessen is noted
as changing the face of American criticism from the artist to
the art.
The 1950s, the age of McCarthyism, reflected the ignorance of
his politics again. The influence of Matthiessen is evident in
how Thoreau’s political thought diminished and literary art form
increased, “Commentaries on Thoreau tended to be about how he
expressed his ideas rather than about what his ideas were”
(110). Stanley Hyman, chief critic during the fifties and one
of the most respected scholars on Thoreau, cites style as more
important that politics in Thoreau. He follows, of course,
Matthiessen. Meyer traces this view of elevated artist as tied
to Hymen’s personal view, which once again shows us the
“usefulness”
of
Thoreau.
Hyman
places
Thoreau
in
the
“compartmentalized functionaries” of Emerson; one is an artist
and that is it.
Henry Eulaus, a political scientist, saw Thoreau as promoting
his own version of the nation-state. Eulaus “reasons that
because liberals have convinced themselves that Thoreau was a
liberal collectivist, they overlook his self-righteousness and
fall into the same trap of “ethical absolution” that he did”
(124). Eulaus sees Thoreau as close-minded and concerned with
“the individual conscience as the bedrock of all action” (124).
Eulaus saw the dangers of both “enlightened liberalism” and
McCarthyism and, more importantly, the need for compromise, so
it is easy to see why he would have problems with someone like
Thoreau. This is the first critical essay on the politics of
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Thoreau, according to Meyer. In the 1960s, Thoreau became not
only relevant but almost a popular icon. “He became important
to the reform impulse of the 1960s, and as that impulse spread
so too did Thoreau’s political reputation” (152). Carried over
from the fifties was the beginning of the civil rights movement.
Martin Luther King would use Thoreau to show the path of
nonviolent resistance, but once again he was using Thoreau, not
studying him. “RESISTANCE TO CIVIL GOVERNMENT” was used by everyone
from the Beats to the Pacifists. Staughton Lynd, a New Left
historian, claimed that Thoreau was both violent and nonviolent,
which would seem to follow from the dichotomy of messages in
“RESISTANCE TO CIVIL GOVERNMENT” and “A PLEA FOR CAPTAIN JOHN BROWN.” Meyer
claims that “Lynd does not make an issue of the means of reform,
because he is interested in gathering “non-aligned individuals”
of the new radicalism under one umbrella in order that they might
discover what unites them-their insistence on direct action as
a response to injustice” (165). Some attacks on Thoreau came out
of this period that still focused on his isolationism and his
“estrange[ment] from collective action and the specific needs
of the people” (170).
But one of the most original perspectives to come out in the
sixties was a psychological interpretation of Thoreau. This came
out of Carl Bode’s introduction to THE PORTABLE THOREAU, which
he edited. Bode re-edited this edition in 1964 and drew on a
Freudian approach to Thoreau, based on Raymond Gozzi’s work.
Bode claims that Thoreau was “plagued by an ‘incipient
homosexuality’” (page 111, Bode as quoted by Meyer, 173). Bode
saw John Brown as a mythological father-figure for Thoreau. The
hatred of father is translated into a hatred of state, of the
paternalistic powerful government, according to Bode. In the
same psychoanalytical mode, C. Roland Wagner writes “that much
of Thoreau’s writing represents his unconscious struggle for a
sexual identity” (Meyer 175).
The 1970s saw Thoreau as the forefather of protest to the Vietnam
War. THE NIGHT THOREAU SPENT IN JAIL by Jerome Lawrence and Robert E.
Lee was a one-act play which centered on his protest of the
Mexican War. It was quite successful and kept Thoreau alive in
terms of the seventies, ushering in the Vietnam era. Meyer has
the great last word by recalling Thoreau’s sense of humor and
disgust, “washing of hands” in political matters: it “is
important and chastening to be learned from Thoreau’s apolitical
temperament, a temperament which resulted in his unwillingness
to take politics seriously and his subsequent impulse to
champion violence as a means of surgically removing evil from
the world” (192).
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1978
Relics of King Tut’s tomb toured the United States.
John B. Ferzacca dramatized the events of the WWII court-martial of Captain Charles Butler McVay III of the
USS Indianapolis, in a play “The Failure to ZigZag” (an interesting alternate title for this play would have
been “Jaws,” with the members of the court-martial panel cast as the remorseless giant shark).
July 1, Saturday: Claude Eatherly died. He had been the pilot of a weather reconnaissance B-29, the Straight Flush,
that had taken part in the raid that dropped the A-bomb on Hiroshima, Japan. His part in the event had been to
radio back to the approaching Enola Gay that visibility was clear over the target.
WORLD WAR II
Eatherly’s life subsequent to this involvement in a historic incident of violence had been exceedingly
problematic, even crazed. Very clearly the locomotive of his life had gone off the rails but it is problematic
whether this was due to the A-weapon, or something far more mysterious and personal. He had involved
himself in a bunch of questionable stuff such as running guns for Cuban revolutionaries — but seems also to
have made a number of attempts to re-create himself as a minor hero of civil disobedience.277

277. Examples: he once forged a check for a small amount and contributed the money to a fund for the children of Hiroshima; he
would break into post offices without taking anything; he stuck up a bank with a fake or broken gun and had them put the money
in a bag, then walked out without the bag. –The more you study the details of this life the less any of it makes sense.
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1980
April 28, Monday: On the 27th anniversary of that “$1.00 sale” of its toxic dump site to the Niagara Falls School
District, New York State Attorney General Robert Abrams filed a $635,000,000 lawsuit against Hooker
Chemicals’ parent Occidental Petroleum Corporation for their contribution to a “Love Canal disaster.”278

278. The canal had been begun by William T. Love. To preserve the Niagara Falls as a sightseeing attraction, Congress had barred
the removal of water from the Niagara River. Also, the project was in serious trouble due to the range limitations of direct current
(DC) power transmission as envisioned by Thomas Edison, in competition with the alternating current (AC) power transmission
scheme envisioned by Nicholas Tesla. Love had expanded his plan to provide a shipping lane bypassing the Niagara Falls to reach
Lake Ontario, but only about a mile of the canal was dug, 50 feet wide and 10 to 40 feet deep stretching northward from the Niagara
River, when the Panic of 1893 dealt the death blow to his project. In the 1920s the City of Niagara Falls began to dump its municipal
refuse into the mile of canal that had been dug. In 1942 the electrochemical corporation founded by Elon Hooker was granted
permission by the Niagara Power and Development Company to dump its electrochemical wastes in the canal, for which purpose
the canal was drained and lined with thick clay. Hooker began burying 55-gallon drums and fiber barrels full of its filth. During
WWII the US Army dumped war wastes there, including some waste from the Manhattan Project. In 1947 the Hooker corporation
bought the canal and 70-foot-wide banks on either side. In 1948 it became sole user of the dumpsite, and disposed in total of some
21,000 tons of “caustics, alkalines, fatty acids and chlorinated hydrocarbons from the manufacturing of dyes, perfumes, solvents for
rubber and synthetic resins.” Afterward it had covered the waste with 20 to 25 feet of soil and vegetation had begun to grow atop
this fill, and the local school board had insisted on “purchasing” it for one dollar despite a full awareness of the risk to the childrens’
health, in so doing accepting full and sole responsibility for the outcomes.

WORLD WAR II
ATOM BOMB
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1981
John Powell (a former publisher of a Shanghai magazine who had unsuccessfully been prosecuted for sedition
in the early 1950s for accusing the United States of having resorted to germ warfare in Korea) courageously
did his duty as an American citizen by exposing in the pages of the Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists the
immunity deal transacted at the end of World War II between General Douglas MacArthur and Japanese germwarfare officers.279
SECRET MEDICAL EXPERIMENTS

KOREAN WAR
July 14, Tuesday: A 5-day emergency congress of the Polish United Workers’ Party began. Secret ballots with multiple
candidates were used for the 1st time. Only 4 politburo members were reelected.
The Commission on Wartime Relocation and Internment of Civilians began a series of public hearings in
Washington DC as part of its investigation into the internment of Japanese Americans during World War II.
Similar hearings would be held in many other cities throughout the rest of 1981. In all, some 750 witnesses
would testify. The last hearing would take place at Harvard University on December 9, 1981.

WORLD WAR II

279. Lest anyone barf at my including this on the list of the USA’s involvement in secret medical experiments, allow me to point
out that 1.) under our criminal code someone who makes himself an “accessory after the fact” to a crime or who knowingly benefits
from the proceeds of a crime is as guilty of that offense as was the original perpetrator and that 2.) among the victims of this series
of atrocities committed in the name of science had been American soldiers who at the time were defenseless prisoners of war.
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1982
In his revisionist account of the attack at Pearl Harbor, INFAMY, historian John Toland devoted several pages
to the Tyler Gatewood Kent affair of 1940.
WORLD WAR II

Revisionists are liars.
Only the official truth is true.
December: Fritz Oehlschlaeger’s “Two Woodchucks, or Frost and Thoreau on the Art of the Burrow” (Colby Library
Quarterly 18:4:214-9).
The British television program “Newsnight” examined the Tyler Gatewood Kent case of 1940. The broadcast
included excerpts from an interview filmed near Kent’s home in Texas.
WORLD WAR II

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

WORLD WAR II

WWII

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE
1983
May:

The 1st carnival to be held on St. Helena.
Enola Gay Tibbets died at the age of 72 in Delray Beach, Florida.
She was Enola Gay Haggard before she married my dad, and my dad
never supported me with the flying — he hated airplanes and
motorcycles. When I told them I was going to leave college and
go fly planes in the army air corps, my dad said, “Well, I’ve
sent you through school, bought you automobiles, given you money
to run around with the girls, but from here on, you're on your
own. If you want to go kill yourself, go ahead, I don’t give a
damn.” Then Mom just quietly said, “Paul, if you want to go fly
airplanes, you’re going to be all right.” And that was that.

A radio interviewer asked the son Paul Warfield Tibbets, Jr. how his mother felt when she learned that her
name was painted on the fuselage of the B-29 that had dropped the atom bomb on Hiroshima:
Well, I can only tell you what my dad said. My mother never
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changed her expression very much about anything, whether it was
serious or light, but when she’d get tickled, her stomach would
jiggle. My dad said to me that when the telephone in Miami rang,
my mother was quiet first. Then, when it was announced on the
radio, he said: “You should have seen the old gal’s belly jiggle
on that one.”
WORLD WAR II
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1984
The Milton Bradley Company’s board game “Axis and Allies.” (Notice that this is not a World War II-era
game! –The explanation would be that playing such a game, requiring as it does that one of the players sponsor
the cause of the enemy, would during the war era have been quite impossible.)
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1985
Michael Meyer placed articles on “Henry Thoreau” and “Henry C. Wright” in THE BIOGRAPHICAL
DICTIONARY OF MODERN PEACE LEADERS (Ed. Harold Josephson. Greenwood Press. Pages 544-45 and 103537).
At the Anniversary dinner of the War Resisters League the League Peace Award was presented to Barbara
Reynolds. No secret medical experiments were performed in the course of this meal.
Dr. Murray Sanders, a former lieutenant colonel who was a US adviser on biological warfare, claimed that it
had been he who had brokered the sweetheart deal between General Douglas MacArthur –a man to whom the
concept of insisting upon personal principles and standards must have seemed truly weird– and the World War
II-era Japanese germ warfare perps, during Fall 1945, promising them immunity in return for their teaching
us how to use bugs to off civilians en masse.
SECRET MEDICAL EXPERIMENTS
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1986
When Shigechiyo Izumi died at the age of 120, he was the oldest man in the world. When he had been born,
in 1866, feudal Japan had been under the rule of the shogun Yoshinobu of the Tokugawa dynasty and each lord
had needed his own private army. Although there were firearms, samurai warriors were still ambling through
the alleys with long and short swords tucked into their waistbands. There was as yet no religious freedom
whatever and there were as yet no railroads — and the Gregorian calendar was quite unknown.
A total of 676 new Japanese cherry trees would be planted in Washington DC from this year into 1988 at a cost
of over $101,000 in private funds donated to the National Park Service, to restore the number of trees to what
they were at the time of the original gift.

A Congressional subcommittee held a one-day hearing in Washington DC, called by Representative Pat
Williams of Montana, aimed at determining whether US World War II prisoners of war in Manchuria had been
victims of germ warfare experimentation. The evidence offered at this brief hearing was inconclusive (no-one
was eager to go there). Among the interesting details were that a Unit 731 doctor had vivisected a girl whom
he had raped, after she had been delivered of his baby.
“I cut him open from the chest to the stomach and he screamed
terribly and his face was all twisted in agony. He made this
unimaginable sound, he was screaming so horribly. But then
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finally he stopped. This was all in a day’s work for the
surgeons, but it really left an impression on me because it was
my first time.”
Sheldon Harris, a historian at California State University in Northridge, estimates that more than 200,000
Chinese died in these Japanese germ warfare field experiments. That wasn’t what this hearing was about,
however, this hearing being about whether, horror of horrors, any white people had been treated in such a
manner.
SECRET MEDICAL EXPERIMENTS
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1987
May 11, Monday: Klaus Barbie was put on trial in Lyon for crimes he had committed during World War II.
ANTISEMITISM
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1988
August 10, Wednesday: HR 442 was signed into law by President Ronald Wilson Reagan, providing for individual
payments of $20,000 to each surviving internee of the Japanese-American wartime camps, and a $1.25-billion
education fund.

WORLD WAR II
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1989
There were massive pro-democracy demonstrations in East Germany.
WORLD WAR II
November 9, Thursday: In Germany, the Berlin Wall was torn down.
WORLD WAR II
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1990
April 13, Friday: The USSR acknowledged responsibility for the mass execution in the Katyn Forest of Polish officers
who had been held as POWs in Russia.
WORLD WAR II
August 10, Friday: Captain Russell E. Sullivan wrote to Senator Richard Lugar (Republican-Indiana), stated that in
1945 he had been on board troop carrier AP-134, which had traveled the same course as the USS Indianapolis
(CA-35) after it had been torpedoed by the Japanese submarine and had actually cruised through its debris field
of bodies and flotsam. Captain Sullivan provided the following information to exonerate Captain Charles B.
McVay III of the unlucky Indianapolis of responsibility for not having been zigzagging: “We had not received
orders to zigzag. We had 4,000 troops on board. We had not been notified that an enemy submarine was in the
area. The foregoing can be confirmed by referring to the official log of the USS General R.L. Howze for
August of 1945.”
WORLD WAR II
October 3, Wednesday: German reunification became effective.
GERMANY
WORLD WAR II
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1991
The world’s atomic testing continued:

TIMELINE OF EXPLOSIONS
The Japanese “bubble economy” burst due to a sudden and complete failure of trust in the credibility of oldboy accounting and the transparency of insider dealings. Stock prices would decline for a full decade, quite
erasing trillions of dollars of wealth. (It’s this sort of thing that can’t happen in the United States of America,
where we do insist upon credibility in arms-length accounting and transparency in financial dealings.)
A made-for-TV movie starring Stacy Keach, “Mission of the Shark,” depicted the ordeal of the men of the USS
Indianapolis abandoned in the shark-infested waters off Okinawa toward the end of WWII after their
unprotected sitting-duck ship had been (but of course) targeted by a submarine with a “fan” of five torpedoes
and sank in 12 minutes.
Friend Floyd Schmoe created a tiny Peace Park at the north end of Seattle WA’s University Bridge overlooking
Lake Union, in commemoration of those who had died in our bombing of Hiroshima. The Quaker, age 95, had
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not only applied for permits, raised funds, and organized volunteers, but himself had accomplished much of
the bulldozing, raking of gravel, planting of trees, and grass mowing. The park contained a statue of a girl who
had been killed by leukemia 12 years after we dropped our World War II atomic bombs on Japan. The bronze
figure of Sadako Sasaki held aloft a crane origami.

THE QUAKER PEACE TESTIMONY
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Schoolchildren would often hang colorful paper cranes on this statue.

The Friends School began in the rented First Day School building of the monthly meeting of the Religious
Society of Friends near Princeton, New Jersey was permitted to begin to make use of the Schoolmaster’s
House on the Quaker Stony Brook property. At some point, also, the local meeting granted permission for the
school to erect a new building on the property. The trustees of the monthly meeting granted $50,000 to the
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school as seed funding for a capital campaign.
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1992
May:

In a wood near Kharkov, Russian private investigators uncovered a mass grave containing 3,891 corpses of
Polish officers from the camp at Starobielsk in the Ukraine (this camp’s records show that it had contained
3,910).
WORLD WAR II

June:

Regrettably, a proposal by Mr. Yu Sang Lee to bring inward investment to St. Helena was turned down by the
government.
Russian authorities uncovered 30 mass graves at Miednoje, a hundred miles north-west of Moscow, containing
the remains of 6,287 Polish prisoners from the Ostashkov Island camp on Lake Seliguer (this camp’s records
show that it had contained 6,500).
WORLD WAR II

June 29, Monday: At Keraterm in Prijedor, northwest of Sarajevo, a Serb concentration camp, prisoners were forced
to dispose of the bodies of those Muslims who had been machinegunned during the night (some still
breathing). They would estimate that, unknown to the rest of the world for months, 150 had been thus buried.
Serb forces handed over Sarajevo airport to the United Nations. Within hours, planes with food and medicine
began arriving. The UN Security Council voted to send 1,000 more troops to the city.
The remains of Ignacy Jan Paderewski arrived in Poland from the United States. The pianist left Poland in
1919 never to return alive. He was later a member of the Polish government in exile during World War II.
When Paderwski had died on June 19, 1941, President Franklin Delano Roosevelt had ordered that the body
be placed in the crypt of the Battleship Maine in Arlington National Cemetery until, after the war, it could be
returned to Poland. The communist government refused to accept the return of the body.
President Mohammed Boudiaf of Algeria was shot and killed by Islamic militants while giving a speech in
Annaba. 40 people were wounded in the ensuing gun battle.
October 14, Wednesday: Boris Yeltsin handed over previously secret files on the Russian massacres of Polish officers
in the Katyn Forest to Lech Walesa of Poland.
WORLD WAR II
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1994
January 7, Friday: Since we were well aware that many Japanese did not “think it right that America should put this
plane on display — they say it is awful,” at the Smithsonian Institution in Washington DC “sensitive
discussions” with the Japanese, about our Enola Gay exhibit, were being scheduled.
WORLD WAR II
January 14, Friday: Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum Director Martin Harwit and his curatorial team
completed draft #1 of the Enola Gay exhibit, tentatively entitled: “The Crossroads: The End of World War II,
the Atomic Bomb and the Cold War,” of which only partial versions had previously circulated.
US President William Jefferson Clinton, Russian President Boris Yeltsin, and President Leonid Kravchuk of
Ukraine signed an agreement in Moscow to dismantle the nuclear weapons in the Ukraine.
Fantasy for orchestra by Ellen Taaffe Zwilich was performed for the first time, in Long Beach, California.
January 31, Monday: In regard to the Enola Gay exhibit, Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum Director
Martin Harwit forwarded a copy of “Crossroads” to Hatch at the Air Force Association, asking that he “not
circulate the material at this time.”
WORLD WAR II
February 7, Monday: The Enola Gay exhibit’s external advisory committee met, suggested some revisions, but
approved.
WORLD WAR II

February 10, Thursday: In regard to the Enola Gay exhibit, Crouch outlined public programs and symposia “we might
create which would attract and inform a general audience and put the right face on the exhibit.”
WORLD WAR II
March 15, Tuesday: In regard to the Enola Gay exhibit being planned at the Smithsonian Institution in Washington DC,
the Air Force Association released a special report, the basis for its criticism.
WORLD WAR II

March 16, Wednesday: In regard to the Enola Gay exhibit being planned at the Smithsonian Institution in Washington
DC, an Air Force Association press release on the nature of the draft. “Politically Correct Curating at the Air
and Space Museum.
WORLD WAR II
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March 24, Thursday: Description of the Enola Gay coupled with a vivid sense of the controversy brewing, calling the
airplane a “symbol of the perennial questions about whether moral lines can be drawn in warfare.”
WORLD WAR II
March 28, Monday: 53 people were killed and 300 injured in fighting between Zulus, the African National Congressn
and police in Johannesburg. It was reported that 150 people had been killed over the previous 11 days, in
fighting among Zulus in Natal.
Two days of voting in Italy resulted in a parliamentary plurality for the conservative coalition known as the
Alliance for Freedom.
Eugène Ionesco died in Paris at the age of 81.
The World is Burning for chorus and tam-tam by John Tavener to words of Mother Thekla was performed for
the initial time, in Guildhall, London.
In regard to the Enola Gay exhibit, the Washington Times fired the opening salvo in public.
WORLD WAR II

March 30, Wednesday: Senator Nancy Kassebaum wrote to Adams at the Smithsonian Institution, saying that an Enola
Gay exhibit that veterans would find objectionable would constitute a “travesty,” and suggesting that the
aircraft be moved to the Kansas Aviation Museum.
WORLD WAR II
April 1, Friday: In regard to the Enola Gay exhibit, the Air Force Association published its 1st critique by John T.
Correll, in Air Force Magazine.
WORLD WAR II
A news item relating to the development of ELECTRIC
coined.

WALDEN technology: The term “VRML” was

http://vrml.wired.com/concepts/raggett.html
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April 16, Saturday: In regard to the Enola Gay exhibit, the “Tiger Team” appointed by Smithsonian National Air and
Space Museum Director Martin Harwit began its evaluation and was to finish by May 25th. Harwit
acknowledged the accuracy of Air Force Association criticism in a memo to his staff: “we do have a lack of
balance and much of the criticism that has been levied against us is understandable.”
NASM curator Michael Neufeld’s memo to NASM Director Martin Harwit and the Tiger Team clearly spelled
out four reasons why historical research shows that “the traditional justification” for the decision to drop the
bomb “is no longer tenable.”
The Tiger Team charge and final report. Making a “conscientious effort to add objectivity, accuracy and
balance,” the Tiger Team reviewed and made recommendations for each unit.
WORLD WAR II

April 19, Tuesday: In a civil lawsuit against the city of Los Angeles, the US District Court in Los Angeles awarded
Rodney King $3,800,000 in compensatory damages (King’s ask had been $56,000,000, or $1,000,000 per
baton strike).
Military historians Richard P. Hallion, Harold W. Nelson, Herman Wolk, and Edward Drea provided detailed
analyses opposing the exhibit. Hallion, for instance, called the latest revisions a “cosmetic patch,” and Wolk
commented that “the Enola Gay is basically a prop” in an exhibit focusing on Ground Zero.
WORLD WAR II
May:

In regard to the Enola Gay exhibit, Director Harwit answered John T. Correll’s April story in Air Force
Magazine: “War Stories at Air and Space” offered, among other things in defense of the Smithsonian National
Air and Space Museum, that the magazine article was “opt[ing] for silence” on central matters.
WORLD WAR II
The Famine Museum opened in Strokestown, County Roscommon, Ireland, where in 1847 Major Denis
Mahon had evicted thousands of tenants, forcing them to live in hastily dug out “scalps” in the roadside ditches
— and had then been assassinated.
IRISH POTATO FAMINE

May 4, Wednesday: The American Legion, a veterans’ group, adopted Resolution 22 condemning the Enola Gay
exhibit and began active opposition. The exhibit was seen as “politically biased” and as “in violation” of its
charter.
WORLD WAR II
May 23, Monday: In regard to the Enola Gay exhibit, one of the 1st coverages by major national media: “War is hell,
and its commemoration, while less lethal, can be just as bedeviling.
WORLD WAR II
May 31, Tuesday: Internal Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum review occasioned by the AFA critique
finished with draft #2 of the Enola Gay exhibit, retitled “The Last Act: The Atomic Bomb and the End of World
War II.”
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June 1, Sunday: In a civil trial against the police officers who had beaten him, Rodney King was awarded no punitive
damages (his ask had been $15,000,000).

June 2, Monday: Letter to John T. Correll and others by Ned Humphreys details a meeting with Smithsonian National
Air and Space Museum officials on the Enola Gay exhibit in which “the atmosphere was hostile and defensive
from the beginning.”
ATOM BOMB
June 9, Monday: The Reverend John Hinkle claimed that God had confided to him that the Apocalypse would take
place on this day. In a cataclysmic event, God would “rip the evil out of this world.” Afterward, the reverend
would comment that this day was merely the beginning — and anyway the ripping out of evil was taking place
invisibly.
MILLENNIALISM

Paul W. Tibbets, Jr. ripped the proposed Enola Gay exhibit in an award acceptance speech: “I suggest that the
Enola Gay be preserved and displayed properly — and alone, for all the world to see. She should be presented
as a peace keeper and as the harbinger of a cold war kept from going ‘hot.’”
WORLD WAR II
June 17, Tuesday: Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum Director Martin Harwit wrote to Paul W. Tibbets, Jr.,
asking him to participate in a video for the Enola Gay exhibit: “General Tibbets, you have always served your
country when it needed you. Could we not ask you to once more take up that challenge and provide the
American people your views on the events that so dramatically brought World War II to a conclusion and
forever changed people’s lives?”
O.J. Simpson fails to turn himself in to the LAPD at a prearranged time and was spotted in the back of a white
Ford Bronco on a Los Angeles expressway. There was a low-speed pursuit through freeways and streets,
culminating in an arrest live on television in the driveway of his Brentwood mansion. According to one of the
defense attorneys who served on O.J.’s Dream Team, Simpson tried to kill himself in the car but the gun
misfired. “I pulled the trigger and it didn’t go off.”
US Navy Commander John L. Sexton and Lieutenant Commander Morgan T. Sammons graduated from the
Walter Reed Army Medical Center as the initial psychologists to have been legally trained to prescribe
psychoactive drugs (the two had been psychopharmacology fellows while at Walter Reed).
PSYCHOLOGY
June 19, Thursday: After a four-day visit to North Korea, former US President Jimmy Carter announced concessions
agreed to by the North Korean regime in regard to its nuclear program.
Improvisation for cello by Alfred Schnittke was performed for the first time, in Paris.

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

WORLD WAR II

WWII

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE
June 21, Tuesday: Dr. David Kessler, head of the US Food and Drug Administration, announced that Brown and
Williamson had secretly developed tobacco genetically altered to increase its potency.
La Belle et la Bête, an opera by Philip Glass to his own words after Cocteau, was performed for the initial time,
in Gibellina, Italy.
Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum curator Michael Neufeld considered draft #2 of the Enola Gay
exhibit basically a “finished product, minor wording changes aside” in a letter to the NASM advisory board.
WORLD WAR II

June 28, Saturday: John T. Correll provided a detailed critique of the May 31 2d draft of the Enola Gay exhibit, now
called “The Last Act,” concluding that though there were “commendable changes,” the revisions were less
than expected, and the exhibit remained “unbalanced” and a “partisan interpretation” that most veterans were
going to find objectionable.
WORLD WAR II
June 30, Monday: In regard to the Enola Gay exhibit, the AFA strategy included lobbying and using the Freedom of
Information Act.
WORLD WAR II
The 1st American Psychological Society Institute on the Teaching of Psychology was held in conjunction with
the organization’s convention (Douglas Bernstein of the University of Illinois had been instrumental in
organizing this Washington DC event).
July 15, Friday: In a letter to General Merrill McPeak in regard to the Enola Gay exhibit, Smithsonian National Air
and Space Museum Director Martin Harwit indicated a willingness to compromise: “if you had the time and
inclination to arrange for a meeting along the lines I described, it could well constitute the catalyst needed to
bring this unfortunate disagreement to a suitable resolution.” Hatch indicated a willingness to compromise in
a letter to Harwit: “Martin, I still believe it is possible to produce an accurate and balanced exhibit that focuses
on the end of World War II.”
July 21, Thursday: The Washington Post began regular coverage of the controversy over the Enola Gay exhibit: “The
Smithsonian Institution has failed to mollify critics of its controversial exhibit.”
WORLD WAR II
August: Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum Director Martin Harwit defended the Enola Gay exhibit,
identifying the intended audience as largely “those generations of Americans too young to remember how the
war ended”: “If we cannot mount a thoroughly documented exhibition, then we have little hope of learning
from these epochal events.”
The World War II Times devoted a large portion of its August-September issue to blasting the Enola Gay
exhibit. Its headlines blared “NASM Script Offensive” and “An Insult to Our Veterans.”
WORLD WAR II
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August 7, Sunday: Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum Director Martin Harwit defended the Enola Gay
exhibit again and was answered.
WORLD WAR II

August 10, Wednesday: In regard to the Enola Gay exhibit, Peter Blute R-Mass and two dozen other members of
Congress expressed “concern and dismay.” The Congressional letter to Adams: “Our overriding concern is the
lack of context in this exhibit.”
AFA press release: “Despite such minor changes, the ‘tilt’ of the exhibit is highly partisan.”
WORLD WAR II
August 12, Friday: The American Legion wrote to President William Jefferson Clinton, calling the Enola Gay exhibit
“an affront to an entire generation of Americans.
WORLD WAR II
August 17, Wednesday: In regard to the Enola Gay exhibit, John T. Correll reported on an August 16th meeting of
various interested parties in which he cited “hostile exchanges” with Smithsonian National Air and Space
Museum Director Martin Harwit.
Director Harwit sent Hatch a 3-page summary update of script changes.
WORLD WAR II
August 22, Monday: John T. Correll reported on developments leading to yet another draft, says there was
considerable opinion that it was time “to shut down this exhibit,” and in point #4 he was very explicit about
what was making the Enola Gay exhibit so utterly unacceptable.
WORLD WAR II

August 23, Tuesday: In regard to the Enola Gay exhibit being planned at the Smithsonian Institution in Washington
DC, the Air Force Historian reported that Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum Director Martin
Harwit criticized his own staff.
WORLD WAR II

August 24, Wednesday: Hatch responded to a Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum Director Martin Harwit
letter about AFA criticism, detailing the AFA position again, calling for the need to “seriously restructure” the
Enola Gay exhibit — the problems were not minor ones of language or technical issues.
WORLD WAR II

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

WORLD WAR II

WWII

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE
August 29, Monday: In regard to the Enola Gay exhibit, Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum announced the
addition of a “War in the Pacific” unit, admitting criticisms had been valid. This was a clear victory for the
critics, a sign that the Smithsonian Institution recognized the need to revise, yet also evidence to some that the
Smithsonian was bowing to political pressure and censorship.
WORLD WAR II
September 1, Thursday: Air Force Magazine published its 2d major article: “The Enola Gay exhibit still lacks balance
and still is emotionally charged, but the Smithsonian says the plans are final.”
WORLD WAR II
Michael Radford’s film “Il Postino” was shown for the 1st time, at the Venice Film Festival.
September 3, Saturday: In the first visit of a Chinese head of state to Moscow since 1957, President Jiang Zemin and
President Boris Yeltsin signed agreements to reduce the number of troops on their common border and to stop
aiming nuclear weapons at each other.
Incidental music to Wilson’s play Come in Under the Shadow of the Red Rock by Philip Glass was performed
for the first time, in Gibellina, Sicily.
On Stellar Magnitudes for mezzo-soprano, flute/piccolo, clarinet/bass clarinet, piano, violin and cello by Brian
Ferneyhough was performed for the first time, at Royaumont.

September 6, Tuesday: In regard to the Enola Gay exhibit, Poignant protest letter to Smithsonian National Air and
Space Museum Director Martin Harwit from Jesse Brown, Secretary of Veterans Affairs, is just one of a
collection of protest letters from early summer through the end of the year by such organizations as American
Defenders of Bataan and Corregidor, American Ex-Prisoners of War, 20th Air Force Association, The Military
Order of the World Wars, Veterans of Foreign Wars, Exchange Club of Capitol Hill, Retired Enlisted
Association, American Legion, Daedalians, Retired Officers Association, Confederate Air Force, Jewish War
Veterans.
WORLD WAR II

September 9, Friday: In regard to the Enola Gay exhibit, John T. Correll’s detailed response to the 3d draft:
“the museum still has an attitude.... taken overall the exhibition still lacks balance and context.”
WORLD WAR II

September 10, Saturday: Veterans respond in letters to the editor: “Hiroshima Bomb Display Still Distorts History,”
New York Times, 9/10/94, 1:18 “The exhibit should be a celebration.” “They Would Have Fought to the
Death,” Wall Street Journal, 9/12/1994, A17 “[The Enola Gay exhibit] is an insult to all veterans.” “They
[Japanese women and children] were armed with bamboo spears, bows and arrows, and kotchas, a kind of
lethally shaped garden hoe.”
WORLD WAR II
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September 11, Sunday: In regard to the Enola Gay exhibit, AFA Resolution: “But further improvements can and must
be made in the main exhibit. In other words, the ‘American perspective’ must be incorporated throughout.”
WORLD WAR II
September 12, Monday: A European Union official opened a new bridge across the Neretva River in Mostar, built by
the British Army.
Leaders of 3 warring factions in Liberia signed a peace agreement in Akosombo, Ghana, ending civil war and
setting elections for October 1995.
The separatist Parti Quebecois wins power in Quebec provincial elections.
While the First Family was temporarily residing at Blair House, an unemployed truckdriver, Frank Eugene
Corder stole a red-and-white Cessna 150 trainer and made a name for himself by diving it into the White
House. The sniper nest on the roof of the Executive Mansion had a maximum of 14 seconds to get off the
Stinger missiles that were planned to disintegrate such an aircraft in the air, and failed to get off even one,
possibly because the sort of threat they were on the lookout for was from substantially more high-tech attack
bomber aircraft. The plane hit the magnolia tree that had been planted by the slaves of President Andrew
Jackson. This graceful tree
is the one that is depicted on the back of our $20.00 bill, and the Cessna
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broke off one shapely limb and damaged the bullet-proof glass of the window of an aide-de-camp’s office on
the ground floor. When First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton got back to the White House, she came out onto
the upstairs portico that had been added by President Harry S Truman and leaned over to take a peek (as
simulated in red, above, on this snip from the currency) as the dead body of what’s-his-face was being cut out
of the wreckage.

In an AFA press release, a veteran/congressman delivered his personal blast at the Enola Gay exhibit: “In 1943,
I left the United States for the Pacific theater as an 18-year-old Army Air Force recruit prepared to defend my
country against one of the most brutal aggressors of our time. Fifty years later, I find myself again defending
our country from another surprise attack, this time from American scholars attempting to rewrite history.”
WORLD WAR II
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September 13, Tuesday: In regard to the Enola Gay exhibit about the manner in which World War II had allegedly been
brought to a more abrupt conclusion, a pro-Smithsonian Institution historian attacked the issue of the projected
number of invasion casualties, challenging the “conventional wisdom” that the bomb was needed to offset a
million American casualties: “We Didn’t Have to Drop the Bomb,” by Gar Alperovitz, Wall Street Journal, 9/
13/1994, A19 (This argued against the classic post-war selfserving political explanation for dropping the
bomb, by the Secretary of War: “The Decision to Use the Atomic Bomb,” by Henry L. Stimson, Harper’s
Magazine, February 1947: 97-107, favoring instead the assertion made by President Dwight David “Ike”
Eisenhower, that dropping such a bomb had not saved the lives of any American military personnel).
President William Jefferson Clinton signed into law the Violent Crime Control and Law Enforcement Act of
1994, creating at a federal level the concept of “hate” crime. At this point I would like to offer an argument
against our support as Quakers of any national hate crime legislation, and base my argument on my own life
experience. To me, this sort of legislation seems similar to the inane but persistent attempt to reduce crime by
installing street lighting. We all know that when the rich neighborhoods put up street lights to deter crime,
criminals merely relocated their activities to poorer neighborhoods and therefore no actual protection occurred
— so why is it so hard for us to figure out that hate-crime legislation is similar to this inane posturing about
street lighting?
What would happen if gay-bashing were defined as a hate crime? What would happen is, the perpetrators of
such assaults would simply move on, and instead bash someone who is not gay but who otherwise threatens
their masculinity, or is similarly vulnerable.
I have reason to know this very well, because I am not homosexual but during my youth, in the early 1950s in
central Indiana, I was bashed repeatedly and seriously (one time required an operation and two weeks in the
hospital) by other young people, classmates who would typically be shouting “Commie queer! Commie
queer!” as they assaulted me. They did this because my spine had twisted and my posture to them seemed
offensive and unmanly. To them, “Get the Commie queer!” must have sounded a whole lot better than “Get
that kid with the twisted spine!”
Had there been hate-crime legislation in effect at that time in that very American place, my classmates would
have been able to defend themselves perfectly well in court. Since actually they were stomping me due to my
physical defect (I had had a bout of bovine TB as a child, something that is called “Potts Disease,” and my
twisted spine made my butt stick out obscenely) rather than due to any suspicion that I was indeed a member
of the Communist Party of the United States or rather than due to any suspicion that I was indeed a homosexual
— they would have been found to be quite innocent of any hate crime. Since I was merely physically
deformed, not physically disabled, I wouldn’t have qualified as any protected minority.
Hate crime legislation is simply a way in which this society responds selectively, to those cohesive groups
which have obtained over the years some sort of lobbying power. As peoples of color achieved lobbying
power, it was made more dangerous for white people to persecute them, so the people who like to do this sort
of thing moved on to persecute women. As women achieved lobbying power, it was made more dangerous for
men to persecute them, so the regular guys who like to do this sort of thing moved on to persecute gays. As
gays achieve lobbying power, it is being made more dangerous for homophobes to persecute them, so the
people who like to do this sort of thing will again move on, to persecute someone else who is less dangerous
to persecute. The idea that this sort of “protection” activity is based upon ideals of fairness is a simple,
straightforward lie. This sort of activity, because it selects out classes of victim for special protection while
leaving other unclassifiable victims unprotected, is the opposite. It is merely the relocation of crime into areas
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where this crime doesn’t matter so much to those who have achieved power and influence.
I’m not sure what the solution to this is going to be, but I am certain that the solution to this is not going to be
found in any sort of outward prohibition scheme, which rather than reducing the problem itself would merely
again alter the manner in which the problem is manifesting itself, selectively protecting specific classes of
victim — and thus encouraging molesters to move on and select a new target. The hard fact is that the solution
must involve not mere redirection of such hostilities, but actual reduction of such hostilities.
To get serious about this sort of thing would require that we approach the problem itself rather than merely
cope with its manifestations.
Now I’m going to offer a sort of “don’t-ask-the-fox-to-guard-your-chickencoop” sort of argument. Friend
Gary Reams has pointed out the nature of government law enforcement activities:
One of the things that puzzle me about hate crimes legislation
is the same thing that puzzles me about governments urging other
governments to honor human rights. Frequently when discussing
the need for hate crime legislation the spectre of the holocaust
is raised and other genocidal insanities that have engulfed
humanity during the past century. But the most egregious abuses,
the ones of the largest magnitude have been sponsored by the
institution of government. Not only was the holocaust the
product of the National Socialist in Germany, but the communist
starved millions in the Ukraine, the Cambodian government killed
millions etc. These hate driven, and sometimes ideological
driven massive rampages have been sponsored by government.
That’s basically what I have to say about asking the government to use law enforcement to control hate crime.
It is like asking the fox to guard your chicken coop. It is a recipe for chicken for supper, for the fox.
Think about those classmates of mine, who assaulted me when I was a boy because my spine was twisting
obscenely — they assaulted me because they had a need for male-to-male solidarity, and they had a need for
the enforcement of normality and straightness and masculinity. I was the means to their acceptance of each one
of them by the others. It was all perfectly ordinary. And what did these classmates of mine grow up to become?
The most obvious venue in which an adult can express and implement these same hostilities is, in government
and in the military and in law enforcement. It is the uniform and the office which legitimates their continued
abuse of others. Some people just grow to enjoy messing up other people’s lives. The obvious career choice
for such a person is government. (Which is not to say that 100% of government people are this way. Not at all.
Many of them are not this way at all. Many of them are dedicated to serving others to the fullest extent they
can attain by their utmost efforts. The problem is, there are always enough of these abusers enticed into
government, to spoil the chicken broth. It only takes three or four bad cops in a LAPD precinct, etc., to
basically destroy all the positive work of the rest of them.)
That is 100% of the reason why, although we already have some hate crime legislation, this existing hate crime
legislation is not implemented very well. Basically, as a first order approximation, the sympathies of the
enforcers are not ordinarily with the victims of hate crime, who are marginal types, but with the perpetrators,
who are other, guess what, regular guys. {Gee, I’m sorry if this yanks away anyone’s teddy bear... ;-}
A good example of this is the movie “Mississippi Burning.” In it the FBI is portrayed as the big hero, the US
Cavalry riding in to redeem a South in which three freedom riders had been brutally offed by bitter antigovernment racists. However, nothing could be further from the truth. In the actual incident as it went down
on the ground, J. Edgar Hoover’s FBI had done everything within its power to protect the racists who
perpetrated this atrocity, stalling the investigation, throwing in false leads, obfuscating, etc. These Ku Klux
Klanners, like the FBI types, were conservatives, seeking to preserve the law and order of existing society.
These Ku Klux Klanners were heading in the direction in which J. Edgar Hoover wanted our whole society to
head: in the direction of control and discipline and responsibility and decency and dignity.
This was not an aberration. This is the way the system works. One of the real problems black Americans are

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

WORLD WAR II

WWII

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE
having is, when they try to inform white Americans that this is the way the system works, when they try to
explain for instance to whites about the crime known as DWB, the white American typically will go “Uh, duh,
well are you sure, ‘cause nothing like that has ever happened to me; maybe you’re just making this up or
maybe you are being oversensitive or emotional or something, I think I’d better take that with a grain of salt,
etc. etc.”
Our nature is, unfortunately, unless it is something that is happening to us, we just don’t see it. I’m not just
describing your nature here, I’m also describing my own nature. Testimony tends to be discounted.
Unfortunately, I do it too, instinctively.
Another good way to grasp what is going on in the minds of the law enforcement types is to look at the old
“Dick Tracy” comic strip. Has it never occurred to you that in this comic strip the officers of the law are regular
guys, the heros have square jaws, and the criminals are each and every one of them identifiably deformed
people, each criminal with a different sort of deformity? Did you suppose there was no reason for this sort of
comic strip? There was a reason: Law is the enforcement of normality. To ask a law enforcement officer to
protect abnormality is to ask him (or her) to achieve something that is quite unnatural for their mindset. —
If they pushed some agenda like this, they could very easily get their asses fired.
The hard fact is that this “hate crime” problem is the result of an inward situation and can only be approached
when people learn to face inward. To try to control this “hate crime” problem by law is, however, to face
outward, which is to say, it is to face away from the problem and to quite evade every potential solution. Hate
crime legislation, I’m sorry to need to tell you, classifies as mere avoidance behavior.
This problem is just orders of magnitude more difficult than people are presently ready to contemplate. It takes
someone of the caliber of Jesus to stare problems of this magnitude directly in the face.
As Quakers we ought to know about facing inward rather than outward.
The objection has been made, that my argument against hate crime legislation is simply too strong. Were my
argument to be accepted, it has been argued, then we would be forced to the conclusion that we should never
have enacted any civil rights legislation. I would not, however, consider civil rights legislation to be in the
same category as hate crimes legislation. Here is the distinction which I would offer:
•
•

Civil rights legislation prohibits certain types of wrongful conduct which were not previously
prohibited. They thus discourage molesters from that sort of conduct.
Hate crimes legislation increases the penalties for assaulting certain categories of protected persons,
while leaving other persons unprotected. They thus encourage molesters to shift their target from
the protected category of person, such as gays, to the unprotected category, such as a deformed but
not disabled person — who can still be abused with impunity.

Therefore civil rights legislation faces the problem, while hate crime legislation avoids it.
Please notice that the parallel that I drew was between hate crime legislation and legislation placing street
lighting in well-to-do neighborhoods worthy of protection. What hate crime legislation does is grant to
minorities who have achieved a political presence in Washington DC, a lobbying presence, selective extra
protection. Because they have achieved a measure of political power, they have made themselves worthy of
being specially protected. This is a process having nothing to do with fairness, because it encourages
molesters to refrain from molesting some people, merely by shifting their attentions to others. Civil rights
legislation, very much to the contrary, has everything to do with fairness, because it discourages these
molesters from molesting anyone at all.
The similarity which has been suggested is therefore entirely spurious. It would seem perfectly plausible to be
in favor of civil rights legislation while simultaneously being opposed to this hate crime legislation.
My attitude is based on the experience of my own life. All my life I have been hounded by the government on
the basis of my twisted spine. This started with abuse by the draft board, which because I am in fact physically
quite able considered that I could be a private in the Army. But, they considered, I could only fill a position of
low status, I could not fill a position of high status — I could not be an officer. Being an officer was
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incompatible with having a twisted spine; being a private was a low-status thing appropriate for a deformed
person such as myself.
But when I appealed this decision all the way up to the Surgeon General of the Navy, and got a favorable
decision in my case, the result was endless persecution-by-investigation as these military authorities sought to
dispose of my unpleasant appearance in uniform, by finding me to be guilty of one or another thought crime.
They even forced me to have cosmetic surgery at the government’s expense at Bethesda Naval Hospital in
1962. (My complaint here is not that I was opposed to such cosmetic surgery, but merely that my own attitudes
were of no importance to them — they wanted to have me operated on for their benefit, so that I would not
look so objectionable in their uniform, while meanwhile they were exercising every option to prove that I was
unfit for the uniform by virtue of thought crime such as Communist sympathies.)
It has been argued that hate crimes legislation does not grant to the government any fresh power to abuse
vulnerable people, and may restrain it from abusing vulnerable people. I think that to be mistaken. To the
contrary, hate crime legislation immediately grants to government an additional discretionary power to
persecute those it dislikes, by pretending that these people fall within the new offending category, while
granting to government an additional discretionary power to sanction the activities of those they don’t desire
to persecute, by ignoring their wrongful activities.
An excellent example of this is the “War on Drugs” which has now so packed our prisons with minorities. Big
drug dealers, like Manuel “Pineapple Puss” Noriega of Panama, are embraced by our government so long as
they continue as bosom buddies. This is a fact of life. However, when our government authorities decide to
target some entirely innocent person, they merely offer freedom to one or another little drug pusher and
jailhouse liar in one or another of their prison cells in return for his testifying to some cockamamie story about
this entirely innocent person, that they then use to slap him or her into prison for 15 years to life. This also is
a fact of life.
This is the way our system does its work. Any discretionary authority granted to our government immediately
becomes power to abuse. No new grant of discretionary authority to government will ever perform the
function of restraining government. Only restrictions restrain! The key here is the weasel concept
“discretionary power,” which when expanded turns out always to mean “this is a tool we can use to persecute
our enemies, while forgiving our friends.”
ASSLEY
September 19, Monday: In regard to the Enola Gay exhibit, Michael Heyman took office as the new Secretary of the
Smithsonian replacing Adams as Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum Director Martin Harwit’s boss:
“Our first script for the exhibition was deficient,” he says immediately.
John T. Correll wrote to military groups about “further action,” making, in effect, a list of demands.
The executive committee of the Organization of American Historians wrote to the Smithsonian Board of
Regents urging them to support the NASM staff: resisting the political pressure and censorship efforts was the
issue.
WORLD WAR II
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September 20, Tuesday: In regard to the Enola Gay exhibit, Peace groups met with Smithsonian National Air and
Space Museum Director Martin Harwit. The Reverend John Dear submitted ten suggestions and the
Fellowship of Reconciliation issued a press release: “The basic tone, we would argue, should be that the atomic
bombing ... was a grave mistake and that the only way to ensure that it never happens again is to dismantle
every nuclear weapon and every weapon of mass destruction that we possess and learn non-violent ways to
resolve international conflict.”
WORLD WAR II
The US Army, and 1,900 Marines, without resistance at Cap-Hatien, Haiti.
US MILITARY INTERVENTIONS
Pro-Aristide demonstrators were clubbed by police in Port-au-Prince.
September 21, Wednesday: In regard to the Enola Gay exhibit, Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum started
revisions of draft #3 in direct head-to-head, across-the-table consultation with the American Legion. NASM
Director Martin Harwit: “The only way we can try to understand each other’s point of view and reach
agreement is by sitting down and talking about our differences.”
WORLD WAR II

September 22, Thursday: Under the leadership of Senator Nancy Kassebaum, the US Senate overwhelmingly passes
a “sense of the Senate” (non-binding) resolution against the proposed Enola Gay exhibit.
WORLD WAR II
September 27, Tuesday: In regard to the Enola Gay exhibit, Hatch wrote to Smithsonian National Air and Space
Museum Director Martin Harwit criticizing the most recent draft and summarizing AFA’s broad concerns:
“there are serious lingering structural, contextual and ideological issues that still must be addressed.”
WORLD WAR II
Harold Camping, head of Oakland’s Family Radio and host of the station’s Biblical discussion talk show
“Open Forum,” had predicted the End Times in his book “1994?” (NY: Vantage Press, 1992, pages 526-7, page
531), calculating that the Tribulation would end on September 6th and would be followed by a Last Day
involving the Second Coming of Jesus Christ between September 15th and this day. When this day the 27th of
September, 1994, would pass –apparently without supernatural incident that anybody had happened to notice–
he would extend his prediction by two days, to September 29th. Oh, my.
MILLENNIALISM

October 1, Saturday: In regard to the Enola Gay exhibit, New Secretary Heyman tried to strike a delicate balance in
his 1st public statement about the controversy (though this was written in August, even before his 9/19
installation as Secretary): “Controversial issues arise from time to time from equally well-intentioned
curatorial interpretations and can be especially testing for a Secretary-elect.” There was a brief update on the
situation by John T. Correll, in Air Force Magazine.
WORLD WAR II
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October 3, Monday: Draft #4 of the Enola Gay exhibit by Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum.
WORLD WAR II
President William Jefferson Clinton lifted the ban on contacts with Sinn Fein.
US troops began a crackdown on Haitian paramilitaries.
Presidential elections in Brazil resulted in a victory for centrist economist Fernando Henrique Cardoso. In the
Chamber of Deputies, the Brazilian Democratic Movement Party won the highest number of seats.
October 6, Thursday: In regard to the Enola Gay exhibit, Statement by Representative Gerald B. H. Solomon:
threatens the Smithsonian with the “power of the purse” that Congress wields.
WORLD WAR II
October 7, Friday: In regard to the Enola Gay exhibit, some veterans responded in the Wall Street Journal to
Alperovitz’s September 13th article, in “The Carnage That Led to the Bomb”: “One cannot help but suspect
that many in the debate are more interested in advancing an agenda of today than in understanding the
dilemmas of the past.” “The Japanese held 400,000 slave laborers captive in August 1945 — all had been
sentenced to execution if American forces landed in Japan.” “After spending two years in New Guinea and the
Philippines we were convinced that this would be our last landing and that we would die on the beaches.”
WORLD WAR II
Social Democrat Ingvar Gösta Carlsson replaced Carl Bildt of the Moderate Party as Prime Minister of
Sweden.
Italian police raided the corporate headquarters of Gruppo Fininvest SpA in Milan, owned largely by Prime
Minister Silvio Berlusconi.
October 11, Tuesday: A peace advocacy organization added its two cents worth to the controversy over the Enola Gay
exhibit: “The United States, as the only country in the world to use the atomic bomb, has a responsibility to
recognize the significance of that act and to take the lead in insuring that it never happens again. We need
honest reflection on the bombing and its enormous cost to humanity, not uncritical glorification of the
American war effort.” — “The Japanese Victims,” by Jo Becker, New York Times, 10/11/94, A20
WORLD WAR II
October 13, Thursday: The Organization of American Historians passed a resolution asking that the Smithsonian
Institution be freed from political interference: “The Organization of American Historians condemns threats
by members of Congress.... further deplores the removal of historical documents and revisions of
interpretations of history for reasons outside the professional procedures and criteria by which museum
exhibitions are created.”
ATOM BOMB
WORLD WAR II
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October 13, Thursday: Lonnie L. Willis was having Terry Tempest Williams sign a copy of her book, AN UNSPOKEN
HUNGER: STORIES FROM THE FIELD, and asked this Naturalist-in-Residence at the Utah Museum of Natural
History if she would sign the volume to Henry David Thoreau. She wrote:

October 13, 1994
Dearest Henry
Because of you
I can stay home
Because of you
I crossed the line in the name of civil disobedience
Because of you
I am less lonely in the world
Thank you
(and by the way, Henry, how do we simplify?)
Terry Tempest Williams
Protestant paramilitaries in Northern Ireland announced a cease fire and expressed remorse for all the innocent
victims of their violence over the previous quarter century.
Fragment for string quartet by Elliott Carter was performed for the initial time, in Merkin Hall, New York.
Also premiered was Ned Rorem’s Somewhere... for voice and piano, with the composer at the keyboard, Spirit
Quartet for string quartet and electronics by Tod Machover, and Quartet Movement in Memoriam D.H. by
Robin Holloway.
October 14, Friday: The American Legion affirmed its watchdog role: “We see [the Enola Gay exhibit] as
disseminating a deconstructed view of American history with the potential to undermine ... our people’s faith
in our forefathers.”
WORLD WAR II
October 16, Sunday: Pro-Smithsonian historians responding. “The Curators Cave In,” by Kai Bird, New York Times,
10/9/94, 4:15 “The Smithsonian should display history with all its uncomfortable complications, and not feelgood national myths,” and not engage in self-censorship “Why Hiroshima Still Haunts America’s Psyche,” by
Robert Jay Lifton and Greg Mitchell, New York Times, 10/16/94, 4:14 “It has never been easy to reconcile
dropping the bomb with a sense of ourselves as a decent people”
“Beyond the Smithsonian Flap: Historians’ New Consensus,” by Gar Alperovitz, Washington Post, 10/16/94,
C3 “While it is impossible to defuse all the emotions around the Enola Gay exhibition, research findings of
the last two decades can help clarify several basic questions.” See Newman, 11/30/94
WORLD WAR II
October 17, Monday: In regard to the Enola Gay exhibit, John T. Correll critiques the October 3 4th draft:
“Unfortunately, the built-in structural bias of the exhibit plan remains. It leads the visitor, step by step, to the
‘Ground Zero’ section where the curators pull their planned emotional trigger.”
WORLD WAR II
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October 19, Wednesday: In regard to the Enola Gay exhibit, In his October 28th memo to Hatch, John T. Correll would
mention that there had been a 3-hour meeting with the Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum on this
day.
WORLD WAR II

October 20, Thursday: AFA press release. “Enola Gay Exhibit Improved, but Significant Work Remains”
WORLD WAR II
October 28, Friday: In regard to the Enola Gay exhibit, John T. Correll examined the 5th draft, created on October
26th, and remained unsatisfied: “Basic — and unfortunate — assessment: Minor and marginal improvements,
but continuation of the structural and ideological bias we have identified before.”
WORLD WAR II
November 1, Tuesday: Air Force Magazine published its 3d major article: “what the curators had in mind was more
political than aeronautical.... the museum was in fact preparing to exhibit the Enola Gay in a politically rigged
horror show.” “The Three Doctors and the Enola Gay,” by John T. Correll, Air Force Magazine, 11/94, 8-12
“Revisionism at Its Worst,” Air Force Magazine, 11/94, 5-6. Letters supporting the AFA position, including
one by Enola Gay crew member, George Caron: “I believe the use of the atom bombs convinced Japan to give
up. The resultant nuclear age is an entirely different subject.”
Organization of American Historians’ Newsletter calls for a code of principles and published its resolution:
“American museums need to adopt a Declaration of Independence if they are ever to enjoy a Bill of Rights.”
“S.O.S.: Storm Warning for American Museums,” by Alfred F. Young, OAH Newsletter 22.4 (November
1994): 1, 6-8. “A Chronology of the Smithsonian’s ‘Last Act,’” John R. Dichtl, OAH Newsletter, 22.4
(November 1994): 9-10. Contains the OAH resolution.
WORLD WAR II
November 16, Wednesday: In regard to the Enola Gay exhibit, 48 “historians and scholars” sent a letter to Heyman
charging that by giving in to pressure groups the Smithsonian Institution had “become associated with a
transparent attempt at historical cleansing.” This November 16th letter to Heyman asserted that “we yield to
no one in our desire to honor the American soldiers,” but “certain irrevocable facts cannot be omitted without
so corrupting the exhibit that it is reduced to mere propaganda.”
WORLD WAR II
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November 17, Thursday: The historians’ letter to Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum Director Martin
Harwit: had contained a list of minimum issues the Enola Gay exhibit should include. Professor Noam
Chomsky, one of the signatories, wrote in addition that “as a strong opponent of totalitarian tendencies I
naturally oppose the efforts of interested pressure groups to alter the decisions of the Smithsonian.”
WORLD WAR II
After a split in his 2-party coalition, Albert Reynolds resigned a Prime Minister of Ireland.
Sonata for cello and piano no.2 by Alfred Schnittke was performed for the initial time, in the Barbican Center,
London.
In Kathryn Bache Miller Theater, New York, last things, I think, to think about for bass-baritone, piano,
electronic sound generators and slide projections by Roger Reynolds to words of Ashberry was performed for
the initial time.
November 22, Tuesday: Bosnian Serbs fired on British planes.
Italian prosecutors informed Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi that he was under investigation for bribery.
Senator Jesse Helms warned that if President Bill Clinton came to North Carolina, “he’d better have a
bodyguard” (Jesse was always such fun).
The forward fuselage of Bomber 44-86292, better known as the Enola Gay, was moved from Suitland,
Maryland to the National Air and Space Museum near Washington DC.

WORLD WAR II
There, it would be creating great controversy, as various veterans organizations would begin to complain that
neither the self-righteousness nor the chauvinism of the exhibit were being rendered adequately fulsome.280
ATOM BOMB
WORLD WAR II
280. Which is to say that despite all warnings from American patriots, the staff of curators made an attempt to create an exhibit
which more or less provoked thought by hinting that the issue might have more than one side.
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December 1, Thursday: Ernesto Zedillo Ponce de León replaced Carlos Salinas de Gortari as President of Mexico.
Popular music performer Tupac Shakur was convicted of having in the previous year sexually abused a woman
in a New York hotel room (he would be sentenced to prison for one and a half to four and a half years).
Air Force Magazine published its 4th major article: “If the Enola Gay program is fixed — and that is a big if
— what about the next exhibition, and the one after that? What about the people who created such a biased
exhibit in the first place? What else do they have in mind?” They do not seem to realize that visitors “are not
interested in counterculture morality pageants put on by academic activists” (“Airplanes in the Mist” by John
T. Correll, Air Force Magazine, 12/94, 2).
Congressmen Sam Johnson, Peter Blute, and Stephen Buyer would become most explicit: “it is time for
Secretary Heyman to act by removing [Harwit] as director” (“Harwit Firing Demanded,” World War II Times,
December-January 1995).
WORLD WAR II
December 4, Sunday: In regard to the Enola Gay exhibit, Heyman responded, “I am confident that this ongoing
dialogue will result in an exhibition that is historically accurate, balanced and informative and will recognize
the veterans who so honorably served their country.”
WORLD WAR II

December 8, Thursday: A team of German scientists in Darmstadt, led by Peter Armbruster, claimed to have created
Element 111. They called this Unununium. It had been formed by smashing nickel atoms into Bismuth. Each
atom created existed for less than a second.
Bosnian Serb forced release 55 Canadian hostages but continued to hold 300 UN troops taken November 24.
Antonio Carlos Jobim died in New York at the age of 67.
A revised version of Out of Peking Opera (Violin Concerto no.1) for violin and orchestra by Tan Dun (37) was
performed for the first time, in Glasgow, directed by the composer.
December 12, Monday: John T. Correll wrote sarcastically to Robert Beisner of American University, “I wonder if the
research that you and your colleagues did on the controversy before declaring your flamboyant opinion was
any example of the care and scholarship you give to researching other matters.” Ouch.
ATOM BOMB
WORLD WAR II
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December 13, Tuesday: Philip S. Foner died in Philadelphia.
In regard to the Enola Gay exhibit, seven Congressmen write Heyman to express their “deep displeasure”:
“there is no excuse for an exhibit which addresses one of the most morally unambiguous events of the 20th
century to need five revisions” (we can all agree, of course, that our deployment of a gargantuan terror device
on a city crammed with civilian women, children, and oldsters that we then well knew was devoid of any
significant military apparatus, stockpiles, or weapons factories was indeed one of the most morally
unambiguous events of the 20th century; our communication was not merely that we did in fact possess such
weaponry, but also was “See, see, we blanch at nothing”).
WORLD WAR II
December 15, Thursday: John Gerard Bruton of Fine Gael replaced Albert Reynolds of Fianna Fáil as Prime Minister
of Ireland at the head of a new 3-party coalition. Labour left the ruling coalition with Fianna Fáil to join with
Fine Gael and the Democratic Left.
The Republic of Palau was admitted to the United Nations.
In the December 28 letter, John T. Correll had mentioned that there would be a meeting with NASM on this
day. Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum Director Martin Harwit met with the Physicians for Social
Responsibility who make recommendations to restore balance in the Enola Gay exhibit: “As it now stands, the
display takes a one-sided, dehumanized, and somewhat celebratory tone unsuited to the National Air and
Space Museum.... The NASM must make a formal commitment to mount an exhibit on the post-war nuclear
arms race, its environmental and health consequences, and opposition to it that has led to various attempts to
control, limit and now reduce nuclear arms.”
WORLD WAR II
December 19, Monday: In regard to the Enola Gay exhibit, Congressman Johnson questioned Japan’s involvement: “it
is ironic that ... every effort has been made to accommodate the Japanese and their views.”
WORLD WAR II
December 28, Wednesday: John T. Correll wrote to Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum curator Tom Alison
critiquing “War in the Pacific” as the new introductory unit to the Enola Gay exhibit.
What follows is a sampling of the coverage of the controversy during December by major media:
“Japan Was Anticipating Annihilation,” by Wendell Phillippi, World War II Times, December-January 1995:
“Historians and the younger generations have literally shot the hell out of our observances of the deadliest war
of all time.”
“Pass More Ammunition, Folks,” by Elbert L. Watson, World War II Times, December-January 1995, 2:
“Harwit ... has long since worn out his value.”
“A War of Words over World War II,” by David J. Smollar, San Diego Union Tribune, 12/1/94, B11: “Let the
Smithsonian listen to the voices of those who fought, and not those who would rewrite history to place the
legacy of those who fought into a specific ideological camp.”
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“Japan, Smithsonian Fail at Apologizing for, Interpreting WW II,” by Robert E. Siegrist, Potomac News, 12/
4, 94, A11: “... the idiocy of the thought process of the flower-child-era-indoctrinated revisionists.”
“Japan Protests U.S. Stamp on A-Bombs,” by Andrew Pollack, New York Times, 12/4/94, 25: “A mushroom
cloud is called ‘heartless.’”
“Monuments to Vulgar Patriotism,” by Richard Grenier, Washington Times, 12/5/94, A23: “But the
sophisticated Mr. Heyman would feel uneasy teaching this [soldiers rejoicing that they were going to live]. Too
celebratory. Too patriotic.”
“Seeking the Survivors: Japanese Museum Asks Hiroshima Victims for Views on Exhibit Here,” by Eugene
L. Meyer and Eric Brace, Washington Post, 12/5/94 B7.
“A-bomb Exhibit Still under Fire,” by Andrea Stone, USA Today, 12/6/94, 3A: Historian Kai Bird says,
“It’s extremely reminiscent of the McCarthy period.”
“Japan Still Trying to Distort WWII HIstory,” Joan Beck, Jacksonville Daily News, 12/12/94: “The blame for
[the bomb’s] hellish destruction must lie not so much with those who used the bomb as with those who created
the situation in which it seemed the lesser of two evils.”
“More Turbulence for Enola Gay: Peace Activists Disappointed after Smithsonian Meeting,” by Eugene L.
Meyer, Washington Post, 12/16/94, F1: Critics decry “political censorship.”
“Incoming GOP Congress Should Shake Some Cages at Smithsonian,” Tampa Tribune, 12/16/94, 18: “The
Smithsonian Institution’s museums are a national treasure, but they are being tarnished by smug political
elitists with an aversion to American culture and a disdain for long-stipulated values.”
“Smithsonian Goes Awry on World War II,” Asheville Citizen-Times, 12/21/94: “The United States did not
trigger the war. And whatever means America used to end the carnage and save American lives were justified.
That’s what the Smithsonian should say about the Enola Gay.”
“Without Trial Lawyers, the Common Man Has No Rights at Law,” Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, 12/22/94, C3:
Last letter in the section: “You have to go back to 1945.... I was 13.... My brother’s friend killed in action....”
“Atomic-bomb Cartoon Shows Steve Benson’s Warped Mind,” Arizona Republic, 12/24/94: Letter about an
editorial cartoon: The dropping of the bomb “was not a haphazard murderous undertaking ... but a wellthought-out military action to shorten the war and save lives. It did just that, mine included.”
WORLD WAR II
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1995
The apocalyptic religious sect Aum Shinrikyo released sarin gas in a Tokyo subway, killing 12 commuters and
injuring thousands. In addition, the cult had enlisted Ph.D. scientists to prepare a biological attack, and we
belatedly discovered that between 1993 and 1995 they had made as many as 10 attempts to spray botulinum
toxin and anthrax in downtown Tokyo. It is not known why these tests attacks had failed, but there is suspicion
that the cult was working with an avirulent strain of anthrax, and that its experimenters did not understand the
need to weaponize the agent by refining its particle size so that it would be carried by air currents deep into
the lung.
BIOTERRORISM

36 million cars were manufactured worldwide, of which 7.6 million were manufactured in Japan and 6.3
million in the USA (although 8.6 million cars were sold in the USA alone).
An earthquake killed 6,500 people in Kobe.
The US Government acknowledged that at the conclusion of World War II it had offered Japanese war
criminals and scientists who had performed human medical experiments salaries and immunity from
prosecution in exchange for data on biological warfare research.How to account for this? Well, the only way

GERM WARFARE

I know to account for it would be to presume that there were people in high places in our government, who
were thinking the way radio personality Paul Harvey thinks:
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“For what it’s worth, after the attack on Pearl Harbor,
Winston Churchill told the American people, “We didn’t
come this far because we are made of sugar candy,” and
that reminder was taken seriously. We proceeded to
develop and deliver the time bomb, the bomb. Even though
roughly 150,000 men women and children perished in
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, with a single blow WWII was
over. Following New York’s September 11 Pearl Harbor
Winston Churchill was not here to remind us. That we
didn’t come this far because we’re made of sugar candy.

So, we mustered our humanity. We gave old pals a pass.
Even though men and women from Saudi Arabia were largely
responsible for the devastation of New York, and
Pennsylvania and our Pentagon, we called Saudi Arabians
our partners against terrorism and we sent men with
rifles into Afghanistan and Iraq, and kept our best
weapons in their silos. Even now, we stand there dying.
Daring to do nothing decisive because we’ve declared
ourselves to be better than our terrorist enemies. More
moral, more civilized. Our image is at stake, we insist.
But we didn’t come this far because we’re made of sugar
candy. Once upon a time, we elbowed our way onto and
across this continent by giving smallpox-infected
blankets to Native Americans. That was biological
warfare. And we used every other weapon we could get our
hands on to grab this land from whomever. And we grew
prosperous. And yes, we greased the skids with the sweat
of slaves. So it goes with most great nation-states,
which –feeling guilty about their savage pasts–
eventually civilize themselves out of business and wind
up invaded and ultimately dominated by the lean, hungry
up-and-coming who are not made of sugar candy.
— Disney/ABC radio personality Paul Harvey,
expressing family values on June 23, 2005
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January: The American Legion kept the fires burning: “Justice is what this controversy is all about. Justice to the
memory of the WW II veterans. Justice to the generations we leave behind. And justice to a nation that
nurtured and sustained us over the past 50 years” (“Watchdog for Veterans,” American Legion, Fall 1994, 20,
68, written during November 1994).
“The Proposed Enola Gay Exhibit, Is It An Accurate Portrayal of History?” by Julie A. Rhoad, American
Legion Auxiliary National News, January-February 1995, 12-15: In the last section of this article, this
historian pointed to a “redefinition of morality” with the dropping of the bomb: “it was that redefinition of
morality [regarding “mass killings by bombing civilians”] that made Hiroshima and Nagasaki possible and
ushered in the atomic age in a frightening way.”
“The Atomic Bombings Reconsidered” by Barton J. Bernstein, Foreign Affairs, January 1995, 135ff.

WORLD WAR II
The Historians Committee for Open Debate on Hiroshima was formed. For a general view of historians under
fire, see also:
“Who Owns History?” by Karen Winkler, Chronicle of Higher Education, January 20, 1995, A11, 18: “a lot
of the critics of history today are scared of students who ask questions. They don’t necessarily want to see an
informed electorate, but a compliant one.”
Heyman writes about the challenge of interpretive exhibits: “Interpretation has an important role to play in a
national museum involved in education as well as in the simple display of objects.... But controversy can also
be destructive to learning and to perceptions of a museum’s integrity.... We at the Smithsonian are seeking to
understand when controversy is productive, when destructive, and how to assure that our integrity and
reputation for balance and fairness do not suffer.” “Smithsonian Perspectives,” by I. Michael Heyman,
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Smithsonian, January 1995, 8
Japanese perspective: Michio, Saito. “Yomigaeru borei Enora Gei: Sumisonian tenshi ronso” [Reviving the
Dead Spirit of the Enola Gay: The Controversy over the Smithsonian Exhibit]. Chuo Koron January 1995: 4455.
Sampling of coverage in January by major media before the cancellation. “American Legion - approved
Atomic Bomb exhibit,” editorial cartoon by Signe Wilkinson, January 1995 “Why We Dropped the Bomb,”
by William Lanouette, Civilization, January-February 1995, 28-39 “As rational people, we like to think that
momentous decisions are based on reason and conviction or ... ‘mature consideration.’ Hiroshima reminds us
that fear and doubt are every bit as important as reason and conviction. Whatever the verdict on the bombing
of Japan, one thing is certain: It was not done after ‘mature consideration.’ At a time when humanity has
developed weapons powerful enough to destroy the planet, that failure may be the most important legacy of
the Pacific war.”
“Debate Rages over Hiroshima Bombing and Exhibition,” Los Angeles Times, 1/1/95, E5 Letters
“Political Correctness Comes Out of the Attic at the Smithsonian,” by Stephen Goode, Insight, January 2,
1995: 30-32. (See Heyman’s response) “The single aim of the politically correct exhibits? To make viewers
feel that as Americans, they are guilty of promoting devastation, pillage, and other crimes.”
“The Enola Gay Exhibit a Mainstream Victory,” Mobile Register, 1/6/95, 6A “If the Enola Gay battle is any
measure, conservatives have not only found their voices, they’ve also got their wits about them.”
“As a Generation Fades, So Does The Awareness of a War Gone By,” by John Shaughnessy, Indianapolis Star,
1/11/95 “[Young people] haven’t been given the education they need, which is a problem with the revisionism
in history we have going on.”
“The Voices of Vets on the Atomic Bomb,” by Joan Beck, Indianapolis Star, 1/12/95 “Distorting history while
those who lived it are still alive is infuriating. Just ask the veterans who fought the desperate, deadly battles of
World War II.”
“Enola Gay Exhibit Loses Legion’s Aid,” by Rowan Scarborough, Washington Times, 1/19/95, A3
“Don’t Mark War Anniversary with Stamp Backing Big Lie,” by Patrick G. Coy, Washington Post, 1/19/95
“Our commemorations ought to be solemn, sensitive and above all truthful. We owe the vaporized dead, some
of whose shadows are burned into the concrete of Hiroshima, nothing less.”
“Smithsonian Stands Firm on A-bomb Exhibit,” by Eugene L. Meyer, Washington Post, 1/19/95, C1
“Group Seeks to End Enola Gay Display at the Smithsonian,” New York Times, 1/20/95, A25
“The Enola Gay Explosion,” Washington Post, 1/20/95, A20 “The fuselage of the Enola Gay is an emotionsoaked artifact and a piece of historical heritage that the American people deserve to get a look at. They also
deserve a historical presentation worthy of the subject and of the standards the Smithsonian Institution
unaccountably let slip in this chaotic case.”
“Vets Blast A-bomb Exhibit,” by Andrea Stone, USA Today, 1/20/95, 1A
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“This Is One Mission That Should Be Scratched,” by Sandy Grady, San Jose Mercury News, 1/22/95 “Memory
is still too raw. Wait a generation. Wheel the Enola Gay back to its hangar and let the old bird rest in peace.”
“Benson’s View,” Arizona Republic, 1/25/95, B4 Editorial cartoon (“First we obliterated...”)
“Fallout at the Smithsonian,” by Ken Adelman, Washington Times, 1/25/95, A16
“Museum Director’s Job on the Line,” by Rowan Scarborough, Washington Times, 1/25/95, A1
“Dismissal Sought over Enola Gay,” by Mike Feinsilber, Philadelphia Inquirer, 1/26/95, A3
“80 Lawmakers Demand Ouster of Director of Air Museum,” by Eric Schmitt, New York Times, 1/26/95, A12
“Dense Smithsonian Merits Scrutiny,” by Marianne Means, Knoxville News Sentinel, 1/26/95, A10 [“The
Smithsonian] regards the display not as a symbol of American victory in the most deadly war in history but as
a golden tax-payer funded opportunity for antinuclear propaganda.”
“81 Gunning for Air Museum Chief,” Arkansas Democrat-Gazette, 1/26/95, A3
“Museum Director Backed by Boss,” by Rowan Scarborough, Washington Times, 1/26/95, A3
“Real State of the Union,” by George Will, Washington Post, 1/26/95, A25 “The Smithsonian Institution ... is
besotted with the cranky anti-Americanism of the campuses where the American left has gone to lick its
wounds, rationalize its irrelevance and teach the humanities as an indictment of America as a blemish on
Western civilization, which itself is considered a blemish on the planet.”
“U. S. Exhibit on Bomber Is in Jeopardy,” by Karen De Witt, New York Times, 1/28/95, 1:8
“Enola Gay a Minor Exhibit?” Kansas City Star, 1/28/95, A12 Has editorial cartoon: “We’ve rewritten the war
with Japan”
“Whose Memory Lives When the Last Survivor Dies?” by Gustav Niebuhr, New York Times, 1/29/95, E5
“Smithsonian Elitists Distort World War II Facts,” by Jack Powers, South Bend Tribune, 1/29/95, A20 “Scrub
it. Scrap the whole damned, divisive idea at least until we recover common sense.”
“Tax Revenues vs. Historic Truth,” by Philip Terzian, Providence Journal-Bulletin, 1/29/95, 11D “This is not
the 1st time the Smithsonian has mounted a tax-payer funded offense against historic truth.”
“Controversy over Enola Gay Comes to a Head,” by David Dahl, St. Petersburg Times, 1/29/95, 1A
“Another Bomb for Enola Gay,” by Thom Marshall, Houston Chronicle, 1/29/95, A29 “If the Enola Gay is
exhibited it should be done without any of the 500 pages of comments, out of respect for all those who have
their opinions based upon first-hand knowledge and experience.”
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January 1, Sunday: In regard to the Enola Gay exhibit being planned at the Smithsonian Institution in Washington DC,
Air Force Magazine published its 5th major article. The letter is revealing: “The purpose of the National Air
and Space Museum is to display articles of hardware. The purpose of the Air and Space Museum is not to
editorialize (on anything) nor to teach social righteousness.” “Air and Space Museum Hit by Academic
Backlash,” by John T. Correll, Air Force Magazine, 1/95, 13
“Doctored History,” by Jerry W. Faust, Air Force Magazine, 1/95, 7 Letter
The Bosnian ceasefire went into effect.
Austria, Finland, and Sweden entered the European Community.
Fernando Henrique Silva Cardoso replaced Itamar Augusto Cautiero Franco as President of Brazil.
The General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade became the World Trade Organization.
Mercosur went into effect. This would be a common market between Argentina, Brazil, Paraguay, and
Uruguay.
Nine letters to the editor in Los Angeles: “Were the Japanese defending their unique culture when they bombed
Pearl Harbor?” “About 30 guys I went to school with are still in those and other islands [Iwo Jima and
Okinawa]. Underground.” “Debate Rages over Hiroshima Bombing and Exhibition,” Los Angeles Times, 1/
1/95, E5.
WORLD WAR II
January 9, Monday: Former East German head of state Egon Krenz and 6 other high officials were indicted in the
deaths of Germans who attempted to flee to the west between 1961-1989.
National Air and Space Museum Director Martin Harwit changed the “invasion casualty” number agreed on
with the American Legion to a much lower 63,000. In retaliation, on January 18th the American Legion would
call for cancellation of the Enola Gay exhibit and the Director’s firing, and on January 19th would write again
to President William Jefferson Clinton.
WORLD WAR II
January 20, Friday: Simón Bolivar, an opera by Thea Musgrave to her own words, was performed for the initial time,
in Norfolk, Virginia.
Media/Medium Suite for amplified cello and Yamaha Disklavier and tape by Tod Machover was performed
for the initial time, in the Center for the Arts, Yerba Buena.
AFA press release: “it is time to cancel this exhibit.” —“AFA Blasts the Air and Space Museum on Enola Gay
Reversal”
WORLD WAR II
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January 23, Monday: “Open Letter” from the curators to Heyman drafted by Gregg Herken but unsent apparently at
Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum Director Martin Harwit wish: “We believe that a decision to
cancel ‘The Last Act’ would not only lend credence to the mistaken impression of bias in the exhibit, but it
would, even more importantly, stifle the free expression of differing viewpoints on a critical episode in modern
American history.” “An Open Letter to the Smithsonian Secretary and Council from the Curators of the
National Air and Space Museum,” 1/23/95 January 24: 81 members of the House call for director Harwit’s
resignation and for congressional hearings on the Enola Gay exhibit: “In effect, Mr. Harwit’s actions were a
slap in the face to all the parties who contributed their time and expertise in creating an exhibit that best reflects
the contributions that all Americans made to the culmination of World War II.
WORLD WAR II
January 25, Wednesday: Zhan Vasilev Videnov replaced Reneta Ivanova Indzhova as Prime Minister of Bulgaria.
An Australian National Parks and Wildlife ranger confirmed that he had sighted a live Thylacinus
cynocephalus or Tasmanian tiger. Charlie Beasley had been identifying birds in bushland in Tasmania’s northeast when he noticed what he reported to be unmistakably a juvenile thylacine across a gully. He watched in
amazement through his binoculars for two minutes and said the black stripes across its back were clear.
At 9:28 AM in Moscow, a briefcase containing a device termed “the nuclear football” was passed to the
President of Russia, Boris Yeltsin. The screen of the device was conveying the intelligence that at 9:24 AM,
four minutes earlier, a missile had begun to rise in the vicinity of the Norwegian Sea that appeared to be
proceeding in the direction of Moscow. Yeltsin had 4,700 nuclear warheads under his authority. If he pressed
a button an immediate nuclear retaliation could be launched upon targets around the world. His Chief of the
General Staff, General Mikhail Kolesnikov, had such a device as well, and was similarly monitoring the
situation. Judging by the radar sighting of stages of the rocket falling away as it ascended, this was likely to
be an intermediate-range missile in the “Pershing II” class, maintained by NATO all over Western Europe.
General Kolesnikov urging President Yeltsin to press the button. They had less than six minutes before it would
be too late. As they watched the progress of the missile they noticed that its trajectory was not proceeding
toward Russian territory and their tension began to ease. (Actually it was a weather rocket launched to study
the aurora borealis. Actually, Norway had followed normal procedures and alerted Russia before launching
this rocket, but this reassuring message had not been communicated within the war command.)
An editorial in the American Legion’s home town vigorously called for Smithsonian National Air and Space
Museum Director Martin Harwit firing: “Americans who love their country are increasingly disgusted with the
carping of elitists dedicated to tearing down national morale, insulting national pride and debasing national
achievements.”
In regard to the Enola Gay exhibit, “History and Hokum,” by Rose Kennedy, Indianapolis Star, A12
WORLD WAR II
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January 30, Monday: In Algiers, a car bomb killed 42 and injured 256. It was presumed that this was perpetrated by
Muslim fundamentalists opposed to the government.
Flooding forced 250,000 Dutch residents to flee their homes, with 40 deaths.
The United Nations Security Council authorized deployment of 6,000 “peacekeepers” to Haiti.
Three Women for narrator and piano by Ned Rorem to words of Rhys, Hardwick, and Colette was performed
for the initial time, at the 92nd Street Y, New York. Also premiered was Robin Holloway’s The Blackbird and
the Snail op.81 for narrator and piano to words of de la Mare.
Sample newspaper coverage on the day the Smithsonian Regents met to decide the fate of the Enola Gay
exhibit:
“Don’t Rewrite History,” by Robert K. Dornan, USA Today, 1/30/95, 14A Representative Dornan: “Congress
must ensure that the Enola Gay exhibit does not demean the sacrifices of our forces.” “How they brought down
the Enola Gay,” by Stephen Robinson, Daily Telegraph, 1/30/95, 19 “The Smithsonian is a magnificent
institution, but the briefest visit shows how public museums, like American universities, have become infected
with political correctness.”
“Hijacking History,” New York Times, 1/30/95, A18 “To reduce the complexities or painful ambiguities of the
issue to slogans or historical shorthand is wrong.... To let politicians and groups with a particular interest frame
the discussion and determine the conclusion is worse.... The real betrayal of American tradition would be to
insist on a single version of history.... Historians and museums of history need to be insulated from any attempt
to make history conform to a narrow ideological or political interest.”
“Politics has no place in the Enola Gay Exhibit,” USA Today, 1/30/95, 14A “Members of Congress should butt
out and let the curators do their jobs.”
“Change in Size and Tone of Enola Gay Exhibit May Defuse Long Dispute: History Made Simple,” by Arthur
Hirsch, Baltimore Sun, 1/30/95, 1D
“The Kulchur Warriors Hit the Beach,” Washington Times, 1/30/95, A20 “The elite ... appears to be all but
invincible, as long as the apparatus of cultural hegemony exists, and that ought to lead the new majority in
Congress to the conclusion that it is now time to get on with winning the war against the elite once and for all.”
An interview with Paul W. Tibbets, Jr. on the day the Regents meet too. “Man Who Dropped the Bomb on
Hiroshima Wants Exhibit Scuttled,” by Eugene L. Meyer, Washington Post, 1/30/95, D01 “I’ve never lost a
night’s sleep over [dropping the bomb], and I never will.”
Secretary Heyman announces the cancellation and replacement of the Enola Gay exhibit: “I have concluded
that we made a basic error in attempting to couple an historical treatment of the use of atomic weapons with
the 50th anniversary commemoration of the end of the war.” also available at: http://www.exploratorium.edu/
nagasaki/Library/ArtHeyman.html See also Heyman’s article under February 13.
Interview a few years later elicits some information about his decision: “An American Institution,” American
Legion Magazine, March 1998, 28-29, 52, 59: “[the Enola Gay exhibit] was flawed from a public relations
sense. The original script, beyond any doubt, was not an adequate script.”
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Sample of immediate response to the cancellation: “Enola Gay — Mission Controversy,” MacNeil/Lehrer
News Hour, 1/30/95, Transcript #5153 Heyman, Harwit, Paul W. Tibbets, Jr., historians, American Legion, etc.
“Smithsonian Pulls Planned World War II Exhibit,” All Things Considered (NPR), 1/30/95, Transcript #17431 Heyman, American Legion, peace activist
“Smithsonian Agrees to Modify Exhibition of the Enola Gay,” CBS Evening News, 1/30/95 Heyman,
historian, American Legion
“Smithsonian Exhibit of Enola Gay,” ABC World News Tonight, 1/30/95, Transcript #5021-6 House Majority
Leader Newt Gingrich: “I thought the Secretary showed considerable good judgment in deciding that the
academics had overreached.”
WORLD WAR II
January 31, Tuesday: Apple, Incorporated informed Voyager that it would no longer include their WBA in its K-12
bundle, and asked Voyager to provide a replacement. The company made clear that any proposed replacement
could make no mention whatever of homosexuality –or abortion –or birth control.
US President William Jefferson Clinton authorized an emergency loan of $20,000,000,000 to save the
Mexican peso and protect the nation of Mexico from being forced to default on its short-term debt.
Sample reaction to the Enola Gay exhibit, continued:
“The Trend of History,” Wall Street Journal, 1/31/1995, A18 “Smithsonian Scuttles Exhibit,” Washington
Post, 1/31/95, A1
“The Enola Gay Exhibit,” Rush Limbaugh, 1/31/95 “That’s what’s gone wrong with history — that it’s open
to discussion and political correctness.”
“Smithsonian Scraps Exhibit on Hiroshima,” by Eugene L. Meyer and Jacqueline Trescott, Chicago SunTimes, 1/31/95, 6
“Smithsonian Plans a Stripped-Down Enola Gay Display,” Star Tribune, 1/31/95, 1A
“Strangers to Our Own Past,” by Mike Barnicle, Boston Globe, 1/31/95, 13 “How did we get to a point where
we so glibly offend the reality of history in order to appease revisionists trying to look at 1945 through a
ridiculously altered rear-view mirror?
“Hiroshima: A Controversy That Refuses to Die,” by John Kifner, New York Times, 1/31/95, A16
“Smithsonian Scales Back Exhibit of B-29 in Atomic Bomb Attack,” by Karen De Witt, New York Times, 1/
31/95, A1
“Smithsonian Cancels Exhibit on Atomic Bomb,” by Arthur Hirsch, Baltimore Sun, 1/31/95, 1D
“Exhibit Was ‘Flawed,’ says Smithsonian Chief,” by Rowan Scarborough, Washington Times, 1/31/95, A1
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“Smithsonian Says It Erred,” by Richard Serrano, Los Angeles Times, 1/31/95, A1
“Controversial War Exhibit Canceled by Smithsonian,” by Craig Hines, Houston Chronicle, 1/31/95, A1
“Smithsonian -Enola Gay revisionism,” editorial cartoon by Der, Houston Post, 1/31/95
“Smithsonian Bails Out on Enola Gay Exhibit,” San Francisco Chronicle, 1/31/95, A18 “Despite the intense
political pressures, the decision should have come down squarely on behalf of academic freedom and open,
vigorous discourse. The fact that it did not is a telling comment, in itself, on America’s inability to confront
the full horror of atomic warfare.”
WORLD WAR II
February 1, Wednesday: Professional historians spoke of “historical cleansing”: “Such a precedent is likely to invite
subsequent attempts to cancel other exhibitions at the Smithsonian.” “Enola Gay Controversy Continues,”
Organization of American Historians’ Newsletter, February 1995
Sample reaction to the Enola Gay exhibit continued:
“Bombing History,” Philadelphia Inquirer, February 1, 1995 “The nation has flunked a history test.” With
editorial cartoon: “It’s all they can handle.” “The Smithsonian Changes Course,” Washington Post, 2/1/95,
A18 “Over the longer term, this confidence-undermining episode constitutes a threat to the Smithsonian’s
stature and independence. But the museum brought this danger on itself by the fecklessness with which it left
itself open to legitimate attack on a fiercely contested topic whose delicacy and complexity it ought to have
appreciated without all the fuss.”
“Exhibit A: The Pablum Museum,” Washington Post, 2/1/95, D1 “This is the new mood in revolutionized
Washington: When in doubt, bail out. Hit the eject button, Cave.”
“A History Lesson,” by Yoshihide Soeya, Look Japan, February 1995, 17 Written before the decision: “The
attempt by many in the US to justify the bombings ... has prevented them from seeing the bombings as a human
tragedy of immense proportions and as a lesson concerning the nuclear age in which we now live.”
“Japan Upset over Decision on Enola Gay,” by Paul Blustein, Washington Post, 2/1/95 “Japanese tend to
regard the bombings as having inflicted such horrific misery on civilization as to be unjustifiable.”
“It’s All They Can Handle,” Philadelphia Inquirer, 2/1/95, A14 Editorial cartoon
“Whew! Sure Am Glad to See That Gone!” Mobile Register, 2/1/95 Editorial cartoon
“The Smithsonian Retreat,” The Ledger, 2/1/95, 8A Choosing the 50th anniversary for a time of
“inflammatory debate” was an “enormously dumb decision.”
“Enola Gay’s Bumpy Landing,” by Philip Terzian, Washington Times, 2/1/95, A16 Includes editorial cartoon:
“Smithsonian in sight, Captain.” “It must have been some comfort to those 46,000 soldiers to know that their
lives were so easily expended, especially (in the view of the Smithsonian Institution) in so loathsome a cause
as the American victory in the Pacific, and the liberation of Asia from Japanese oppression.”
“Ordinary Americans, History Win as Enola Gay Exhibit Is Changed,” Omaha World-Herald, 2/1/95, 22
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“[Smithsonian] judgment was poor. The judgment of ordinary people was much better. The outrage of ordinary
people has been justified.”
“Pouting at the Smithsonian,” Plain Dealer, 2/1/95, 10B “Veterans who protested the original plan for the
display are glad that visitors will not be subjected to more than 500 pages of revisionism vilifying a racist,
imperialist U.S. policy.”
“Enola Gay: Smithsonian Exhibit Not Ready to Fly,” Star Tribune, 2/1/95, 14A “Current public interest may
have been served by Heyman’s politically necessary decision. But only if the principle of scholarship over
politics stands can veterans justly celebrate this victory without presaging a deeper defeat of the principles for
which they fought.”
“Smithsonian Botches Case of Enola Gay,” Morning Call, 2/1/95, A10 “To view the Enola Gay only as the
vehicle that brought about the end of one war is one-sided and fails to recognize its full significance in
another.... The Enola Gay is a story of heroes and horrors which needs to be completely understood if we’re
ever to make sure it never happens again.”
“Suffering Never Ends,” by Murray Kempton, Newsday, 2/1/95, A15 “The comfort of thinking that the past
was all that different in its callousness is our shield against the recognition that we ourselves are just as bad.”
“Smithsonian Throws in Towel,” Denver Rocky Mountain News, 2/1/95, 33A “Ignorance, we suppose, is
slightly preferable to error, the propagation of which seemed the museum’s original goal.”
“Smithsonian Beats a Prudent Retreat,” News Tribune, 2/1/95, A8 “This will go down as one of the last battles
of a fast-fading generation of veterans. They’ve earned the right to savor another victory.”
“Wrong Place for Anti-Nuclear Message,” Los Angeles Times, 2/1/95, B6 “the victim of its own excesses”
“Re: WWII Revisionists,” by Otto Whittington, Houston Chronicle, 2/1/95, A21 Letter: “Let the U.S. ‘sob
sisters’ chew on that truism [the Japanese would have used women and children as shields].”
Japanese perspective on the Enola Gay exhibit:
Rinjiro, Sodei. “Genbaku toka no rekishi to seiji” [Dropping an atomic bomb on history and politics]. Sekai
no. 605 (February 1995): 13-41.
Reactions specifically by historians.
“Hiroshima, Rewritten,” by Barton J. Bernstein, New York Times, 1/31/95, A21: if military leaders could
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express doubts then “without having their patriotism challenged, it is dismaying that their judgments have now
been deemed too harsh for American eyes and ears.” “Enola Gay: A New Consensus,” by Gar Alperovitz,
Washington Post, 2/4/95, A17: “at issue is the nature of the consensus of modern studies on the use of the
atomic bomb.”
“Can Museums Achieve a Balance Between Memory and History?” by Edward Linenthal, Chronicle of Higher
Education, February 10, 1995, B1: sees tension between the commemorative voice and the historical voice.
“Silencing History,” by Kai Bird, Nation, February 20, 1995, 224-25: “the cave-in is a ... sad commentary on
our collective inability as a nation to face our history.”
WORLD WAR II
February 2, Thursday: Sample reactions to the cancellation during the week after. “Enola Gay Exhibit,” San Jose
Mercury News, 2/2/95 Editorial cartoon “Museum Peace,” by Nigel Holloway, Far Eastern Economic Review,
2/2/95, 32-33 Written before the cancellation: “The bombers may finally rest in peace, but they will forever
be shrouded in roiling debate.”
“The Enola Gay Saved Hundreds of Thousands of American Lives,” by Kathleen Krog, Buffalo News, 2/2/95,
3
“It’s Military History, Not Propaganda,” by Jeffrey Ethell, Newsday, 2/2/95, A35 “In the end, the National Air
and Space Museum would be wise to display these aircraft without surrounding them with the personal
political ideology of their curators. Following that course of action will allow history to remain in the hands
of those who created it.”
“Plane Truth?” Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, 2/2/95, B2 “When history is distorted to reflect nothing more than
narrow ideological and political interests, it doesn’t even rise to the level of bunk.”
“The Enola Gay: Don’t Second-Guess ‘Tell It Like It Was’” Post and Courier, 2/2/95, A9 “Most of us old
enough to remember gold stars in the windows of American homes tend to be exasperated at folks who would
paint the United States as an aggressor just because we got the atom bomb before Hitler or Tojo.”
“A More Inclusive History Brings More Truth to Light,” by Wiley A. Hall, Baltimore Sun, 2/2/95, 2A “The
controversy illustrates the interplay between history and popular opinion; the way society manipulates its
collective memory in order to feel good about itself.”
“Smithsonian Bombs Again,” The Times-Picayune, 2/2/95, B6 “It seems to us that the treatment could have
been done in a way that enlightened rather than inflamed.”
“Enola Gay Makes War Again,” by James Heavey, San Francisco Examiner, 2/2/95, A20 “Heyman had no
choice. He would have been on shaky ground had he allowed the exhibit to resemble an Oliver Stone movie.”
“The Power of the Enola Gay,” by Cal Thomas, Denver Post, 2/2/95, B9 “The basic error was in allowing those
who think the word ‘hero’ refers only to a sandwich to rewrite history.”
“Not the Way I Remember It,” Daily Times, 2/3/95 Editorial cartoon
“Fire the Smithsonian Revisionists,” by J. T. Chapin, San Antonio Express-News, 2/4/95 “The exhibit script
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sanitized Japan’s extremely violent involvement in WWII.”
“Or Hiroshima ‘Cult’?” Washington Post, 2/4/95, A17 “In any quest for historical understanding — surely the
primary function of a museum — neither celebration nor assault is appropriate, though having neither is better
than having either.”
“Enola Gay Exhibit Canceled after Heated Controversy,” by Jeanne Meserve, [CNN] News, 2/4/95, Transcript
#256-3
“50th Anniversary of Atomic Bomb Causes Controversy,” by Julie McCarthy, [NPR] Weekend Edition, 2/4/
95, Transcript #1109-17
“Smithsonian Institution: Fall Out,” The Economist, 2/4/95, 78 “[The Smithsonian] may have to reckon with
a new form of American political correctness, this time not from the left but from the resurgent right.”
“The World: The History That Tripped over Memory; War of Words: What the Museum Couldn’t Say,” New
York Times, 2/5/95, 4.5 Excerpts from the original script that the public won’t see now that there will be a
“minimalist exhibition.”
“The Bomb Is Dropped on History,” by Joanne Jacobs, San Jose Mercury News, 2/6/95 “The best thing one
can say about this whole thing is that a lot of people are now talking about the meaning of history. The worst
is that the Enola Gay flight has thrown more fuel on the burning resentment against academics and
intellectuals.”
“Enola Gay: Handling of Exhibit Is Decried,” by Julia M. Klein, Philadelphia Inquirer, 2/6/95, D1
“A Fitting End to Enola Gay Revisionism,” by Cal Thomas, Post and Courier, 2/6/95, 9A “The next time,
perhaps the Smithsonian ought to consult historians who tell the truth.”
“Why Veterans Were So Enraged,” by Patrick Buchanan, World Today, 2/6/95, 17 “Perhaps the Smithsonian
could produce a 600-page script for an exhibit on Hirohito’s Greater East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere.”
WORLD WAR II

February 3, Friday: In regard to the Enola Gay exhibit, Japanese Nagasaki A-Bomb Testimony Committee protested:
“the negative reaction to this exhibit ... made us consider that some of U.S. politicians and veterans have given
up their efforts to watch the truth of history sincerely.”
WORLD WAR II
February 5, Sunday: Symphony no.3 by Philip Glass was performed for the initial time, in Künzelsau, Germany.
Music to Go for viola and cello by Betsy Jolas was performed for the initial time, in Paris.
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February 6, Monday: Vier Lieder nach Texten des Angelus Silesius for voice and piano by Paul Hindemith were
performed for the initial time, over the airwaves of Rundfunksendung Sudwestfunk II, 60 years after they were
composed.
Ramzi Ahmed Yousef, mastermind of the World Trade Center bombing, was captured in Pakistan.
February 8, Wednesday: President Dzhokhar Dudayev of Chechnya abandoned Grozny with his military commanders.
Ramzi Ahmed Yousef, mastermind of the World Trade Center bombing, was flown from Pakistan to New York
to stand trial. He had been captured in Pakistan on the previous day.
The United Nations Security Council votes to send 7,000 peacekeepers to Angola to help enforce the peace
treaty brokered last November to end the civil war.

February 10, Friday: The American Legion pushed for congressional hearings even though the Enola Gay exhibit had
been canceled, giving an extensive list of questions to which only Congress “can elicit the needed answers
from Institution principals.”
WORLD WAR II
Strathclyde Concerto no.9 for woodwinds and strings by Peter Maxwell Davies was performed for the initial
time, in City Halls, Gloucester, the composer conducting.
Five Poems for woodwind quintet by Karel Husa was performed for the initial time, in Weill Recital Hall of
Carnegie Hall, New York.
The 1st prescription written by a practicing psychologist legally trained to prescribe psychoactive drugs was
written by US Navy Commander John L. Sexton, PhD (the prescription was for 30 100-mg tablets of
Sertraline, an antidepressant that acts by blocking the reuptake of serotonin).
PSYCHOLOGY
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February 13, Monday: A war crimes tribunal in Geneva indicted 21 Serbs for crimes against humanity. Zeljko Meakic,
who had commanded a Serb concentration camp, became the initial person to be indicted for genocide by an
international court.
In regard to the Enola Gay exhibit, Secretary Heyman was still trying to explain why the exhibit had been
canceled: “the Smithsonian needs to examine what it has done well and what it has done poorly and then get
a policy in place to recognize and fulfill our obligations to the American people.”
“[Correspondence] Mission of the Smithsonian Is to Teach and Celebrate,” by Michael Heyman, Insight,
February 13, 1995 (response to Goode)
Indianapolis registers its formal disapproval of the exhibit: “The Indianapolis City-County Council commends
all those who worked so hard to have the exhibit discontinued,” and Smithsonian National Air and Space
Museum Director Martin Harwit “owes a public apology to the veterans of our beloved country.”
WORLD WAR II

February 14, Tuesday: Used as the “vehicle” for an extended spoof of a truly apeshit congressman from Orange
County: “Suppose the Enola Gay’s displayed intact: What’s to stop Bob Dornan from scrambling into the
cockpit, and howling, ‘Fire ’er up’?....”
WORLD WAR II
February 26, Sunday: The United States and China agreed on measures to protect copyrights, especially for movies,
CDs, and software.
Baring Brothers & Company, in London, a merchant banking empire 233 years old that had seemed to stand
for Britain’s most proper values, the venerable PLC brokerage house the eponymous family of which had
managed to accumulate 5-count-’em-5 peerages (and that without once beating up on a foreigner so as you’d
notice and without once sleeping with a royal so as you’d notice), a family-controlled firm most of the shares
of which had long since been placed safely in trust for a charitable institution, a modest and conservative outfit
famous for paying its 4,000-member staff better than it paid the descendants of its founders — filed for
bankruptcy protection unexpectedly and spectacularly over a weekend after being alerted that its chief trader
in Singapore had lost £625,000,000 during unauthorized transactions. There was no being bailed out by the
Bank of England this time, as in 1890, as there was no visible bottom to this particular hole. At first the story
that was circulated was that this trader in Singapore, an arbitrageur specializing in Japanese derivatives,
Nicholas W. Leeson, had taken an unauthorized and extremely large gamble in the relationship between the
two exchanges on which Japanese futures were being traded, the Osaka exchange and the Singapore exchange.
He had constructed what is known as a “straddle,” which would pay off and pay off well for so long as the
Nikkei stayed essentially stable within the 18,500-19,500 range, and had raked in the yen or pound equivalent
of some US$150,000,000. But when the Kobe earthquake had hit on January 17 and the Nikkei had plunged,
instead of getting out and informing his bosses of his losses, the story initially being told by chairman Peter
Baring went, this rogue trader in Singapore had attempted to ride out the plunge and its resultant margin calls.
At the point at which Leeson simply gave up and failed to report for work, the banking firm’s losses were
already in excess of US$1,000,000,000 with absolutely no way for him to bail out without incurring further
liability. The British tabloids, meanwhile, had blown this tale of the rogue trader into an adventure in which
Nick Leeson was attempting to hide out on the Thai island of Phuket, possibly for no better reason than that
such a name was destined at some time or other to appear in a British tabloid. But when the escaped Leeson
appeared in an airport and was taken into custody, he was traveling under his own name and evidently doing

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

WORLD WAR II

WWII

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE
nothing more dramatic than returning to Europe to face the music. Since then more details have become public
of the extent to which the bank’s hierarchy had had guilty knowledge of and had continued to finance their
fair-haired boy’s incomprehensibly complex computer peculations, and the “rogue trader” speculation had to
bite the dust. The Baring charitable trust had been wiped out by a derivatives deal which they had been casually
watching as it had gone sour. And this was not a bunch of high-school-graduate civil servants who had had
themselves fitted for 3-piece brokerage suits, as in Orange County, California, who had merely been playing
games with other people’s money: no indeed, this was a collection of the wisest old birds in the financial skies,
many of them old-school Etonians, casually risking their entire business in complex betting transactions that
they had almost no way to comprehend. The presence of computers, which simply aren’t going to go away
anytime soon, has irreversibly transformed money into an abstraction, and it just isn’t going to be safe any
more, to go home over a weekend and pay no attention to margin calls on a foreign exchange. Of course, the
1st solution that anyone has thought of is to outlaw derivatives, but that simply is not going to happen as fully
20% of the profit of brokerage firms now comes from dealing globally in such abstractions.
March 1, Wednesday: The most famous television journalist in Russia, Vladislav Listyev, was shot to death in
Moscow, presumably by organized crime.
Prime Minister Wlademar Pawlak of Poland resigned after losing a vote of confidence.
Air Force Magazine published its 6th article. A letter noted that “the disgusting and frightening aspect of this
matter is that the pseudo-intellectuals who perpetrated the fraud are still in positions of authority.”
“Political Exhibit Crashes at the Smithsonian,” by John T. Correll, Air Force Magazine, 3/95, 12.
“Smithsonian Cancels Enola Gay Exhibit: AFA Praises Congressional Allies,” Air Force Magazine, 3/95, 82.
“The Enola Gay Fiasco,” by Col. Herbert F. Egender, Air Force Magazine, 3/95, 7 Letter.
Other veterans’ groups register their reactions, noting a “clear breach of faith” by the “Institution of Political
Correctness,” and that “nothing should overshadow the contributions of veterans”:
“Nothing Should Overshadow the Contributions of Veterans,” by William M. Detweiler, American Legion,
March 1995, 8.
“The Enola Gay — Mission Aborted,” by Charles D. Cooper, Retired Officer, March 1995, 4.
“Proudly Display the Enola Gay,” by Herbert Molloy Mason, Jr., VFW, March 1995, 20-23.
WORLD WAR II
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March 2, Thursday: Former Italian Prime Minister Giulio Andreotti was indicted in Palermo for having ties to the
Mafia.
Nick Leeson, the man chiefly responsible for the collapse of Barings PLC, was arrested in Frankfurt.
In regard to the Enola Gay exhibit, Congressman Solomon waxed eloquent: “It is tragic that a museum funded
by public dollars dare revise our history and distort the facts surrounding the use of atomic bombs”
(“Smithsonian Slaps Our Heroes in the Face,” by Gerald Solomon, 104th Congress, 1st Session, 141 Cong Rec
E 493).
WORLD WAR II
March 8, Wednesday: A team of 40 US Marines rescued the Air Force pilot who had been shot down over BosniaHerzegovina on June 2d.
US MILITARY INTERVENTIONS
Costis Stefanopoulos replaced Konstantinos Karamanlis as President of Greece.
The First Composite Group suggested returning the Enola Gay to a living history museum at a restored
Wendover Field, Utah: “This sparse treatment [the “new” exhibit that will simply display the plane] of what
is perhaps the most famous piece of World War II memorabilia is sure to trigger a new round of criticism for
the Smithsonian. [We] feel the only solution is to bring the Enola Gay home to Wendover Field where [we
plan] to present it in an historically correct manner.”
WORLD WAR II
March 10, Friday: Masked gunmen attacked a mosque in Pakistan, killing 11 and injuring 22.
House Committee on Appropriations hearings: Secretary Heyman announced a “hard look” at the goals of the
“nation’s museum”; “there were mistakes made in the development of” the Enola Gay exhibit; “The
Smithsonian is the mirror in which we, as Americans, see our history and culture from the past, in the present,
and towards the future” (“Testimony March 10, 1995 Michael Heyman Secretary Smithsonian Institution
House Appropriations Interior FY96 Interior Appropriations”).
“Enola Gay Exhibit to ‘Report the Facts,’” by Rowan Scarborough, Washington Times, 3/11/1995, A5.
WORLD WAR II
March 13, Monday: The Intercourse of Fire and Water for cello and orchestra by Tan Dun was performed for the initial
time, in Helsinki.
A story with the sub-heading “Newt Gingrich and Pals Rewrite the 60s” put the Enola Gay controversy in the
larger context of House Speaker Gingrich’s agenda for America as a “different country” and intimated political
pressure on Heyman: “Revenge of the Squares,” by Fred Barnes, New Republic, 3/13/95, 23
WORLD WAR II
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March 22, Wednesday: When Japanese police raided the headquarters of Aum Shinrikyo and confiscated two tons of
chemicals along with $7,000,000, they found that the leaders of the group had fled.
Valery Vladimirovich Polyakov returned to Earth in Kazakhstan after a new record, 437 days in space.
Congressman Sam Johnson forwarded to Heyman a list of 28 questions formulated by the American Legion
for upcoming hearings in regard to the Enola Gay exhibit which if answered, he helpfully suggested, would
“help put this unfortunate situation to rest.”
WORLD WAR II
March 30, Thursday: In regard to the Enola Gay exhibit, historians called for national teach-ins and provided a
resource packet: “By acceding to such censorship the Smithsonian became associated with a transparent
attempt at a form of historical cleansing. The fact that archival documents and artifacts were removed under
political pressure is scandalous.”
WORLD WAR II
April: A $4,085 check was posted by the federal government of the United States of America to the Treasurer General
of the Republic of Cuba. The money represented this year’s rent for the US’s oldest overseas naval base,
Guantánamo Bay, a 45-square-mile sliver on the southeast coast of the island originally acquired as a coaling
station for US vessels and exceedingly unlike any other military installation in the world. This check would
not be cashed by its addressee. No such check would ever again be cashed (the last such payment that had been
accepted, had been all the way back in 1959). Eventually even the postal address to which these checks
continue to be mailed year after year would no longer be a deliverable Cuban postal address — and
nevertheless the checks would be posted.
In regard to the Enola Gay exhibit, “Remembering the Bomb: The Fiftieth Anniversary in the United States
and Japan.” Bulletin of Concerned Asian Scholars 27.2 (April-June 1995): 1-73, a special issue, contained
several articles including “Introduction: The Bomb as Public History and Transnational Memory,” by Laura
Hein, 3-15: “In the end, the Smithsonian exhibit’s censors have encouraged those Japanese who are most
nostalgic for their Imperial past in a more profound way than the curators ever could have. Their celebration
of state violence, silencing of critics as unpatriotic, willingness to justify unimaginable human suffering, and
insistence that military decisions cannot be questioned after the fact can only move us closer to a world
disturbingly like that of presurrender Japan.”
“Proposal for an International Appeal for Global Peace on the Occasion of the Fiftieth Anniversary of the End
of World War II,” by the Japanese Committee to Appeal for World Peace, 1995, 60-62: “The passage of months
and years that now amount to half a century compels us to mourn all of the war’s victims, irrespective of which
side they were on during the war, and to renew our resolution never to repeat the tragedy of war.”
“Hiroshima/Nagasaki as History and Politics,” by Sodel Rinjiro, 37-41: “If the U.S. critics of the
Smithsonian’s proposed exhibition are to blame for exercising political pressure to prevent anything but a
celebratory presentation of the atomic bombs, those who are behind the Hiroshima Peace Memorial Museum
also must be criticized for failing to honestly present the aggressive nature of Japan’s war.”
“The Enola Gay and the Politics of Representation,” by Lane Fenrich, Bulletin of Concerned Asian Scholars
27. 2 (April-June 1995): The curators “did what historians do, sifting evidence and arguing about how best to
read it.” The opponents wanted “to control the imagery with which Americans remember” the end of the “good
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war.”
What follows is a sampling of coverage during this month by major media:
“The Enola Gay: A Silent Exhibit,” Claudio G. Segre, San Francisco Examiner, 4/4/95, A17: “Make no
mistake about it: this scaled-back display embarrasses us all.”
“Enola Gay Reception Canceled,” by Rowan Scarborough, Washington Times, 4/7/95, A4: A public reception
organized by Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum Director Martin Harwit to thank workers on the
original exhibit was canceled.
WORLD WAR II
April 1, Saturday: Air Force Magazine published its 7th article: “Rocked by cancellation of memberships and
subscriptions as well as by the drying up of corporate funding sources, the Smithsonian commissioned a poll
... to determine how badly it had been hurt by the Enola Gay controversy.” One of the letter writers says that
the arguments by a small number of scholars for the proposed exhibit makes “as much sense as a small band
of neo-Nazis balancing the bulk of world opinion on the Holocaust.” “Smithsonian Continues the Cleanup,”
by John T. Correll, Air Force Magazine, 4/95, 16
“Backlash to the Backlash,” Air Force Magazine, 4/95, 6 (Three letters).
ATOM BOMB
WORLD WAR II
Mark Richard Barna, a free-lancer living in Berkeley CA who writes on 19th-Century American literature,
sold an article “Thoreau the reformer” to News World Communications, Inc. for inclusion in Volume 10 of
their THE WORLD & I. In this piece of hack work the only egregious blunder which I have been able to detect
is an assertion that it was the Commonwealth of Massachusetts that passed the Fugitive Slave Law. Barna has
convinced himself, however, that Thoreau became a reformer because Emerson had told him to:
Emerson writes in his essay “Man the Reformer” (1841),
What is man born for but to be a Reformer, a Re-maker
of what man has made; a renouncer of lies; a restorer
of truth and good, imitating that great Nature which
embosoms us all, and which sleeps no moment on an old
past, but every hour repairs herself, yielding us every
moment to a new day, and with every pulsation a new
life? [Edward Emerson, ed., The Complete Writings of
Ralph Waldo Emerson. NY: Wm. H. Wise and Co., 1929, 7677]
Thoreau took this to heart.... [A] journal entry in the spring
of 1842 is revealing. “I have no private good,” he writes,
“unless it be my peculiar ability to serve the public.”
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April 4, Tuesday: “With all of the recent discussion about Enola Gay and some academic types trying to rewrite
history,” a Congressman tells the story of a “great patriot” veteran from his district. “In Honor of Hayne W.
Dominick,” by Bob Goodlatte (104th Congress, 1st Session, 141 Cong Rec E 768).
ATOM BOMB
WORLD WAR II
April 10, Monday: By contractual arrangement, for purposes of GIS mapping, the town of Concord was photographed
from the air.
Summer for voice and piano by Györgi Ligeti after Friedrich Hölderlin was performed for the initial time, at
the University of Oregon.
In “Correspondence,” New Republic, page 4, I. Michael Heyman denied negotiating with Newt Gingrich:
“I came to the decision to scale [the exhibit] back independently .”
ATOM BOMB
WORLD WAR II

E NOLA G AY
April 11, Tuesday: UN officials sacked Major General Alyeksandr Perelyakin of Russia as commander of UN forces
around Vukovar. He had been facilitating the movement of arms and fuel from Serbia to Bosnian Serbs.
Plane-Song for string quartet and tape by Kevin Volans was performed for the initial time, over the airwaves
of BBC2.
The US Congress and the American Legion kept the pressure on: “Congressman Keeps Asking about Enola
Gay Exhibit,” by Rowan Scarborough, Washington Times.
ATOM BOMB
WORLD WAR II
April 19, Wednesday: When there was a release of phosgene gas in a a train at the main railroad station in Yokohama,
Japan, 300 were sent to hospitals.
On the 2d anniversary of the Waco killings (by no coincidence), a truck bomb exploded in downtown
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma killing 169 including 19 children, injuring 400, and destroying the 9-story Alfred
P. Murrah Federal Building. The blast created a crater six meters wide and 2.5 meters deep. 200 other buildings
were damaged causing a $500,000,000 loss. President William Jefferson Clinton designated the FBI as lead
law enforcement agency in the case. It would turn out that a man who had been taught to kill in the US Army
had parked a lovingly constructed truck bomb in front of the building. In the enormous explosion, 168 were
killed. Timothy McVeigh would be arrested while fleeing in a T-shirt bearing an image of President Thomas
Jefferson on the front and a select quote from this man’s thoughts on the back: “The tree of liberty
must be refreshed from time to time with the blood of patriots and tyrants.”
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(Jefferson had written that in November 1787 anent a rebellion in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.)
Tim looked quite a bit like this:

Upon arrest, the authorities described McVeigh’s apparel in such a manner as to obscure the nature of this
reference across his back. A mug shot, taken when he was booked at the jail, was seized by the Bureau and
that agency refused to release the photo. McVeigh’s attorney of course downplayed the chosen sentiment:
“Well, if Thomas Jefferson said it, I shouldn’t think
it would be incriminating at all.”

“History is the how of now.”
— Austin Meredith
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McVeigh would, however, be convicted and, as a federal prisoner, executed at the federal execution facility in
Terre Haute IN. Shortly before execution, according to journalist Dan Herbec, the murderer/terrorist, who had
been starving himself so he would seem like a victim martyr, would explicitly cast himself as a modern-day
John Brown: “One of his big heroes was John Brown, who committed some very violent acts during the 1800s
in the effort to eliminate slavery in our country.”
One piece of the Smithsonian salvage operation suggested by Heyman was an academic conference:
“Presenting History: Museums in a Democratic Society,” sponsored by the Smithsonian Institution and the
University of Michigan at the University. announcement and extended summary of the conference “Museums
in ID Crisis after ‘Enola Gay,’” by Stephen Cain, Ann Arbor News, 4/16/95, C1 Three flaws in the
Smithsonian approach: mixed the scholarly and the celebratory, failure of sensitivity, leading off with the
bomb. “Smithsonian Sifts Debris of Enola Gay Plan,” by Eugene L. Meyer, Washington Post 4/20/95, D01
WORLD WAR II
April 20, Thursday: Threatening letters were posted to geneticist Phillip Sharp of the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology in Cambridge and Richard Roberts, research director at New England Biolabs in Beverly,
Massachusetts, Nobel laureates who had shared the 1993 prize in medicine for discovering that genes could
be spread over several, separated DNA segments.
The “terrorist group FC” posted a letter to The New York Times:
Some news reports have made the misleading statement that we
have been attacking universities or scholars. We have nothing
against universities or scholars as such. All the university
people whom we have attacked have been specialists in technical
fields . (We consider certain areas of applied psychology, such
as behavior modification, to be technical fields.) We would not
want anyone to think that we have any desire to hurt professors
who study archaeology, history, literature or harmless stuff
like that. The people we are out to get are the scientists and
engineers, especially in critical fields like computers and
genetics. As for the bomb planted in the Business School at the
U. of Utah, that was a botched operation. We won't say how or
why it was botched because we don't want to give the FBI any
clues. No one was hurt by that bomb.
The ashes of Marie Curie were placed in the Pantheon in Paris (she was the 1st woman so honored).
Blessed days of blue for flute, strings, mandolin, guitar and harp by Jonathan Lloyd was performed for the
initial time, at Malvern College, Malvern.
Family Tree: Musical Verses for Young People for narrator and orchestra by Toru Takemitsu to words of
Tanikawa was performed for the initial time, in New York.
“Official: Enola Gay Response Unexpected,” by Julie M. Klein, Philadelphia Inquirer, 4/20/95, A7 Tom
Crouch is described as “largely unrepentant.”
“Exhibit Debate Looks for Understanding,” by John Niyo, Ann Arbor News, 4/20/95, C1
WORLD WAR II
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April 21, Friday: In regard to the Enola Gay exhibit, some reviews of the several areas of scholarly debate among and
by historians. “50 Years Later, the debate rage over Hiroshima,” by Karen J. Winkler, Chronicle of Higher
Education, April 21, 1995: A10 “Historical scholarship took a beating in the recent furor.”
WORLD WAR II
The National Science Foundation Network (NSFNet) used to serve as the backbone of the Internet, which had
been built by the U.S. government to encourage “scholarly” scientific communication and research, which is
to say, to connect mid-level, non-commercial networks with research institutions, supercomputer centers, and
(with joint funding from other nations) other computing resources around the world. However, during the
1991-1995 period the Internet has been increasingly made up of commercial networks that interface with each
other and NSFNet. In about 1993 the “Internet Powers That Be” decided that the experiment was over — that
is, they had proven and established the viability of private sector TCP/IP (Internet Protocol) networks, and
government seed-money would no longer be needed to perpetuate that infrastructure. Rather, the outside
funding should be directed toward future gigabit bandwidth projects and their role in building the so-called
information superhighway. Internet) without killing it. As of this date the final stages began to be played out.
The routing tables for NSFNet –essentially, the subway maps for packets on the Internet– were removed. Some
users were somewhat impacted and part of the routing was re-established. Also, all the major backbone
operators (Sprintlink, MCI, PSI, UUnet, Network99, etc.) were at this point upgrading and moving their
equipment at the major Network Access Point (NAP) in Washington DC, causing more instability.
At Tinker Air Force Base, Gulf War veteran Timothy McVeigh was formally charged in connection with the
Oklahoma City bombing.
Turning Points for clarinet and string quartet by Joan Tower was performed for the initial time, in Alice Tully
Hall, New York.
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April 24, Monday: In Sacramento, California, timber industry lobbyist Gilbert P. Murray was killed by a device made
by the mysterious unknown UNABOM perpetrator. The package had been addressed to his predecessor as
President of the California Forestry Association, William Dennison.
Ted Kaczynski, who had sent 16 bombs to targets including universities and airlines killing 3 people and
injuring 23, posted on this day an anonymous letter promising “to desist from terrorism” if either The New
York Times or the Washington Post were to make available to the general public a manifesto he had created,
“Industrial Society and Its Future,” a manifesto in which he defended his bombings as a necessary way to
attract attention to the erosion in our human freedom that was being produced by modern technologies that
require large-scale organization.281
A radio station in Charlevoix, Michigan suspended conservative commentator James “Bo” Gritz because he
suggested on the air that the Oklahoma City bombing had been a work of art.
Convicted felon and conservative radio talk show host G. Gordon Liddy advised listeners on how to shoot
federal agents if their homes were invaded.
“Historians Meet Uncertainly over What History Is All About,” by Julie M. Klein in the Philadelphia Inquirer.

E NOLA G AY
ATOM BOMB
WORLD WAR II
May:

What follows is a sampling of this month’s coverage of the Enola Gay exhibit controversy by major media, in
support of the Smithsonian Institution and the historians:
“Museums: Altered States,” by Carla Koehl and Lucy Howard, Newsweek, 5/1/95, 6: “Stung by the furor over
the Enola Gay exhibit ... Smithsonian officials are canceling or reworking upcoming exhibits to avoid future
controversy, senior staffers charge.”
“Smithsonian Suffers Legionnaire’s Disease,” by Stanley Goldberg, Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists, May
1995, 28: “I resigned from the advisory board, as a protest. I was outraged that the museum administration had
exposed the curators to the direct pressure of organizations such as the Air Force Association and the American
Legion. And I was thunderstruck when members of Congress became actively involved.... That kind of
thought control should have no place in a government committed to democracy. I believed that that issue had
been settled in the 1950s, when McCarthyism was laid to rest. Apparently I was wrong.”
“History as a Lightning Rod,” by Michael Kammen, Organization of American Historians Newsletter, May
1995, 1, 6: [Kammen was at that time the president of the Organization of American Historians] “The
politicization of American history has come to resemble a destructive storm.”
“Hiroshima’s New Fallout,” World Press Review, May 1995: 30-31: “The mushroom cloud of Hiroshima has

281. Since we lack evidence that Ted had previously made any attempt to obtain publication for his manuscript, it is hard to take
seriously the notion that obtaining an audience was what this string of anonymous killing had been about. It is to be noted that
subsequent to the publication of Ted’s oeuvre, he would fail to abide by this offer, since at the time of his arrest in his mountain
cabin he was in the process of fabricating yet another explosive device. Neither the FBI nor Attorney General Janet Reno had any
problem with this “Manifesto” — indeed, publication would prove to be the break so badly needed in their long investigation, for
it would lead directly and immediately to his sister-in-law, and then his brother David Kaczynski, alerting the FBI to similarities
with their relative’s beliefs and style of writing. (As to its persuading anyone of the correctness of such attitudes — well, if you’ve
attempted to read it you know that it’s a hard slog and nowhere near persuasive. Kaczynski may have been a mathematician, but it
is abundantly clear that nobody ever taught him how to think.)
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been blowing across the American capital again — this time with history as its victim.”
“[Forgetting the Bomb:] The Assault on History,” by Martin J. Sherwin, Nation, May 15, 1995: 692-94:“We
might want to consider revising Santayana’s famous aphorism.... [it] might read: ‘Those who insist only on
their memories of the past are condemning the rest of us to avoid it.’”
“Hiroshima: No Moral Justification,” Wall Street Journal, 5/22/95 (13 letters): “Let’s admit that moral
principles were suspended and accept the fact that human beings repeatedly demonstrate the capacity for
extreme cruelty when the circumstances permit.” “[Harry S Truman’s] omelet was winning the war, and if
hundreds of thousands of innocent Japanese men, women, and children had to die to make it, well, that was
just too bad.”
“[Guest Opinion:] Misconceived Patriotism,” by Barton J. Bernstein, Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists, 51
(May/June 1995), 4: “Their insistence on hewing to the ‘official’ versions of the bomb story despoiled the very
democratic values that were at stake in World War II. The veterans groups tried — successfully — to block
free inquiry, dialogue, questioning, and dissent.”
What follows next is a sampling of this month’s coverage by major media, in support of the exhibit’s critics.
“The Biggest Decision: Why We Had to Drop the Atomic Bomb,” by Robert James Maddox, American
Heritage, May/June 1995, 70-77.
“How the Legion Held Sway on Enola Gay,” American Legion, May 1995, 34-36, 66: “An inside look at how
the Legion’s unflagging commitment to history — and to the veterans who gave their lives to shape it —
triumphed over political correctness.”
“History Upheld,” American Legion, May 1995, 16-18: “America needs no help from Japan who persists in
its own delusions of victimhood and has the audacity to declare its WWII defeat a holocaust.”
“A Letter on the Enola Gay Controversy,” by Martin Trow, Public Affairs Report, 5/95: “What troubles me is
that so much of the media share in a vague way the anti-American prejudices ... and will continue to portray
the argument as between inconvenient truths and vengeful old veterans.”
WORLD WAR II

“History is the why of now.”
— Austin Meredith
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May 1, Monday: The Croatian army launched an offensive against Serbs in Western Slavonia, capturing several towns.
The government of Maharashtra changed the name of Bombay to Mumbai.
A Prolific Source of Sorrow for chorus and flute by Samuel Adler was performed for the initial time, in
Washington DC.
In regard to the Enola Gay exhibit being planned at the Smithsonian Institution , Air Force Magazine published
its 8th article: “World War II does not call for neutral interpretation. There was a right and wrong side. The
right side won. That is what we remember this anniversary year — no conciliatory adjustments are required”
[to Japan]. “Japan’s Struggle With History,” by John T. Correll, Air Force Magazine, 5/95, 5
“VFW Honors AFA for Work on Enola Gay,” Air Force Magazine, 5/95, 152
“Air Force Magazine Revisionism,” MSgt. Merle C. Olmstead, Air Force Magazine, 5/95, 8 Letter
WORLD WAR II

May 2, Tuesday: Croatian Serbs fired rockets into the center of Zagreb, killing 6 and injuring 75.
A Sinking Love for soprano and viol consort by Tan Dun was performed for the initial time, in London.
Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum Director Martin Harwit resigned: “There is no choice but to
resign: the Museum’s welfare and future are too important.” Secretary Heyman announced the resignation:
“For all of Dr. Harwit’s many contributions to the Institution, I wish to express my gratitude” (“Official
Resigns Over Exhibit of Enola Gay,” New York Times, 5/2/95, A19)
WORLD WAR II
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May 3, Wednesday: Schliemann, an opera by Betsy Jolas to words of Bayen and the composer, was staged for the
initial time, in Lyon.
“What we were doing sounded logical,” offered Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum Director Martin
Harwit (“Air and Space Museum Chief Resigns,” by Eugene L. Meyer, Washington Post, 5/3/95, A12).
“Air and Space Museum Chief Resigns in Enola Gay’s Wake,” by Rowan Scarborough, Washington Times, 5/
3/95, A3.
“Head of the Smithsonian’s Air and Space Museum Resigns,” by Mike Feinsilber, Oakland Tribune, 5/3/95.
“Asides: Enola Gay Finale,” Wall Street Journal, 5/3/95, A14: “The most revealing result was that the exhibit’s
curators were surprised at the public’s reaction.”
“Museum Head Stepping Down over Enola Gay,” by Andrea Stone, USA Today, 5/3/95. 4A.

WORLD WAR II
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May 4, Thursday: To Music for orchestra by John Corigliano was performed for the initial time, in Cincinnati.
“Resignation Right,” San Antonio Express-News, 5/4/95 “Martin Harwit did the right thing.... Harwit and
other museum planners obviously did not understand history.”

E NOLA G AY
ATOM BOMB
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May 5, Friday: Carolísima for chamber orchestra by Peter Maxwell Davies was performed publicly for the initial time,
in City Halls, Gloucester, conducted by the composer.
“Casualty of War Exhibit,” Knoxville News-Sentinel, 5/5/95, A16 “[James Smithson’s] goal requires that the
Smithsonian navigate between jingoism and its opposite, cynicism. The institution is now stuck in the shoals
of the latter — a poor position from which to honestly tell America’s story.”

E NOLA G AY
ATOM BOMB
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May 7, Sunday: In a run-off of the presidential election in France, conservative Jacques Chirac defeated Socialist
Lionel Jospin.
Three Antiphons for chorus by John Tavener to words of the Bible was performed for the initial time, in St.
Paul’s Cathedral, London to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the end of World War II in Europe.
Time in Tempest Everywhere for soprano, oboe and chamber orchestra by Samuel Adler was performed for
the initial time.
“Smithsonian: After the Shouting,” Washington Post, 5/7/95, C6 “It’s not clear what such [Congressional]
hearings can or should accomplish.... Enough already. Exhibits are not the place to dictate the appropriate or
accepted view of a contested historical episode. It would be no improvement at all to try to do the same thing
through congressional hearings.

E NOLA G AY
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May 8, Monday: Citing Iran’s nuclear weapons program and its sponsorship of terrorism, President William Jefferson
Clinton a complete embargo on all trade with Iran.
Figment for cello by Elliott Carter was performed for the first time, in Merkin Hall, New York.
“Mr. Harwit Bails Out,” Washington Times, 5/8/95, A24 “Senator Stevens’ forthcoming hearings therefore
should not only keep the pressure on the Smithsonian but even turn it up, inquiring into the real and deeper
sources of anti-Americanism in the class that runs the federal government’s cultural apparat and exploring
concrete ways by which the public honoring of America’s heritage can be returned to the hands of those who
really honor rather than despise it.”

E NOLA G AY
ATOM BOMB
WORLD WAR II
May 9, Tuesday: Epilog for soprano, female chorus and five instruments by Isang Yun was performed for the initial
time, in Suntory Hall, Tokyo. Also premiered was Yun’s Engel in Flammen for orchestra.
Heyman denies rumors “that conservative Republicans are wielding undue influence over museum exhibits,”
cancels an exhibit dealing with Vietnam, and welcomes the appointment of Enola Gay critic Senator Sam
Johnson as a member of the Board of Regents. “Smithsonian Boss Scoffs at Rumors GOP Rules Exhibits,”
Rowan Scarborough, Washington Times, 5/9/95, A6 May 11,18: Senate Committee on Rules and
Administration hearings. Hearings before the Committee on Rules and Administration, United States Senate,
104th Congress, 1st Session, on The Smithsonian Institution Management Guidelines for the Future. May 11
and 18, 1995. Washington: U. S. Government Printing Office, 1995. May 11: Opening Statements by Senators
Stevens and Ford (1-4) Testimonies: Charles Sweeney, Enola Gay crew member (4-13) Charles Cooper,
Retired Officers Association (13-17) Herman Harrington, American Legion (17-27) R. E. Smith, Air Force
Association (28-31) Bob Manhan, Veterans of Foreign Wars (31-34)
WORLD WAR II
May 15, Monday: The Nation (Volume 260, Number 19, page 661) published “Hiroshima Journey” by Terry Tempest
Williams, Naturalist in Residence at the Utah Museum of Natural History:

A “downwinder” in Hiroshima, Japan
In 1971, I read two books that moved me deeply, HIROSHIMA by John
Hersey and WALDEN by Henry David Thoreau. That same year, my
mother was diagnosed with breast cancer. I was 15 years old.
Twenty-four years later, I find myself standing on the campus
of the University of Hiroshima with Dr. Shoko Itoh, a
distinguished Thoreau scholar.
Dr. Itoh looks up at the Science Department Building, one of the
few structures to have survived the atomic bomb dropped on
Hiroshima on August 6, 1945, at 8:15 in the morning.
“That is the original clock,” she says as she points to the white
round face that appears as a pearl on the forehead of the
rectangular building. “It’s hard to imagine how it remained
intact.”
I look at this extraordinary woman, her strength, her grace, who
was 6 months old on that fateful day, and wonder the same thing.
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The entrance to the university is lined with yucca. I touch their
swordlike leaves and flash to my own home.
“Do you know these?” she asks.
“These species are indigenous to the desert lands of the
American Southwest,” I reply. “They have watched their own share
of nuclear explosions in the above-ground tests routine in my
country throughout the 1950s and ’60s.”
Indeed, the world’s first nuclear weapons test was conducted by
the United States in the desert near Alamogordo, New Mexico, on
July 16, 1945, just twenty-one days before Hiroshima.
Shoko Itoh and I are both hibakusha, translated literally in
Japanese to mean “explosion-affected people.”
From the old campus of the University of Hiroshima just a few
kilometers away from the epicenter of the A-bomb, we cross the
street and walk over to the Red Cross Hospital.
“Very famous,” Shoko says. “This was the only semifunctioning
hospital after the bomb. It was the center of our relief.”
We enter. It is like any other hospital I have been in with the
benefits of technology: the same antiseptic smells, polished
floors, the bustling aura of doctors, nurses and administrators
going about their duties, while patients stand in halls and sit
in rooms, waiting.
Shoko Itoh converses with the receptionist. I watch and listen,
understanding only what I intuit. I imagine she is telling the
woman at the information desk that I am an American woman who
has suffered my own losses from radiation fallout, that I am a
“downwinder” living in Utah north of the Nevada Nuclear Test
Site — that my mother, grandmothers, aunts and uncles have died
from cancer.
I watch the women shake and nod their heads, their empathetic
eyes, the bonds we share that dissolve national boundaries and
transcend our history of war.
Shoko thanks the women for their information, as do I. We bow.
We walk through the main corridor and turn left to Building Six,
dedicated to A-bomb research and patient care. On the wall there
is a watercolor of the Grand Canyon. I stop at the painting.
“This is the Japanese version of the Grand Canyon,” Shoko says,
smiling.
I recall the first time I saw the canyon. My husband, Brooke,
blindfolded me and led me to its edge. I could feel the empty
space even before I saw it. He untied the blindfold. I opened
my eyes and looked out across the unfathomable distances before
me, this erosion of Earth. My first response was one of
destruction. “My God, what happened here? Why didn’t anyone tell
me?”
“You have to see it for yourself,” I remember Brooke saying. The
same is true of Hiroshima.
Shoko pushes the elevator button. The metal doors open. We get
on with three elderly women, one carrying a bouquet of white
chrysanthemums. The doors close. We travel to the fourth floor.
The doors open. We file out. The three women know exactly where
they are going. Shoko and I stand in the foyer. Dozens of
vibrantly colored mobiles of folded paper cranes hang from the
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ceiling, outside rooms and on the walls of the nurses’ station.
The origin of these origami cranes and their correspondence to
healing the wounds of war can be traced back more than four
decades. On October 25, 1955, a 13-year-old girl named Sadako
Sasaki died of leukemia in this hospital. She believed in the
traditional Japanese wisdom that a crane lives for a thousand
years. If people who are ill fold a thousand paper cranes, the
gods will grant their wish and make them healthy again.
Throughout the month of her stay, Sadako folded one crane after
another (some even made from the paper of her blood reports) and
hung them from the ceiling. Her mother whispered over the hope
of each bird a poem she used to recite when Sadako was young,
“Oh flock of heavenly cranes, cover my child with your wings.”
Sadako completed 644.
“Would you like to walk around?” Shoko asks.
This was all too familiar to me. The cancer ward. I know what
lives and dies in these rooms. Here in Hiroshima at the Red Cross
Hospital, in Building Six, on the fourth floor, it feels as
though the collective grief of Japan is hidden behind each
closed door.
I cannot look at Shoko.
I can only bow my head and say, “I have seen enough.”
My Muse may be excused if she is silent henceforth.
How can you expect the birds to sing when their groves
are cut down? —WALDEN, Henry David Thoreau
It would be impossible to say what horrors were embedded
in the minds of the children who lived through the day
of the bombing in Hiroshima. —HIROSHIMA, John Hersey
I was invited by the literature department of the University of
Hiroshima and the Japanese Association for the Study of
Literature and the Environment to give a reading. The newspaper
Yomiuri Shimbun was sponsoring my visit.
I read “The Clan of One-breasted Women,” which is the epilogue
from my book REFUGE, about our family’s struggles and adjustment
with my mother’s death from cancer and its ultimate relationship
with nuclear testing. I spoke of what it meant to grow up in a
traditional Mormon home, our adherence to strict moral
principles and the subtle constraints placed on women in the
name of patriarchy. I shared how the price of obedience became
too high as I watched the women in my family die common heroic
deaths. I spoke about committing civil disobedience with other
women from Utah at the Nevada Test Site, of my arrest and release
as I sought to both confront and reconcile my government’s
irresponsible actions. Blind obedience in the name of patriotism
or religion ultimately takes our lives.
I finished my reading to a terrifying silence.
It was a stoic sea.
“I am embarrassed to have told you my story,” I said softly,
looking back down at my text. “I cannot imagine what you have
endured together within your families, your communities. Please
know of the empathy I feel....”
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Silence. Nothing. No response.
Beginning to feel desperate, I asked for their thoughts.
More silence.
Finally, a professor in his late 50s said, “You must understand
it is very complicated for us.” He paused. “We are evading you.”
And then a woman spoke, in tears: “We are still under an ethos
of silence. Our misery continues but we remain quiet. We know
we are dependent upon the United States for economic and
political stability.”
The woman sitting next to her continued: “Many hibakusha have
told their stories and have campaigned courageously for the
elimination of nuclear weapons around the world, but many of
them are now dead. The truth remains, among the common citizenry
it is not spoken of.” She stopped. “My grandmother said to me,
I do not want to speak of these things.’”
“It is an American’s nature to resist,” Shoko Itoh said. “The
Japanese nature is to feel shame.”
Shoko Itoh and I are standing on the deck of the ferry. We are
accompanied by a graduate student, Masami Yuki, who is writing
her thesis on the idea of “grotesque beauty” as conveyed in the
work of Annie Dillard. The island of Miyajima is before us,
Hiroshima behind.
“Is this how you imagined Hiroshima?” Shoko asks me, looking
over her shoulder, her thick black hair pulled away from her
face with a bow. Her face is pale, very beautiful, her lips red.
“No,” I reply.
My mind returns to the day before when I was walking through the
Hiroshima Memorial Peace Park with her husband, Takaaki Itoh,
who is from Nagasaki, also a hibakusha. We spoke very little.
I stopped alongside the Motoyasu River. Without warning, I was
struck by an overwhelming sense of nausea. It was like a metallic
revulsion, as though someone had cut to my sternum and touched
steel to bone. I folded my arms around my waist.
“There are souls in this river that will never be calmed,” Itohsan said.
I later learned we were standing where a group of girls were
found lying on the bank of the Motoyasu, holding one another.
The students had been exposed to the A-bomb while working in the
area around the prefectural office building, Kako-machi, where
most had been burned to death, their faces unrecognizable. A few
girls were still breathing; some had made their way into the
river in a desperate attempt to douse the flames.
“The river was choked with bodies,” Itoh-san said. “To this day,
bones still wash up along these banks.”
In Hiroshima, it is the seven rivers who carry the stories, who
hold the cries of the dead in their currents. They continue to
flow in the midst of an impressive revitalization of urban life.
“No. Hiroshima is not how I imagined,” I answer Shoko once again,
on the deck of the ferry. “I did not anticipate the ghosts and
the atomic desert still quivering beneath the concrete
foundations of the city.”
“There are two words you must learn if you are to understand
Japan,” she says. “Tatemae, which means appearances, and Honne,
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what is true, what is real. For my people, it is the construction
that matters most, not the heart.”
We are not so different, I think to myself. Much of my own
culture is built on the assurance of appearances.
Miyajima is getting closer and I can see the distinctive orange
Torii Gate of the Itsukushima Jinja Shrine rising out of the
inland sea like a great doorway.
“This island is considered divine,” Shoko says. “Everything on
the island is divine — the pines, the water, the monkeys and the
kites that live here. I love this place and I come here often.”
She faces Miyajima. “See how the island is covered with mist?
It is vague, like the Japanese.”
“Have you had any problems with your health influenced by
radiation?” she asks without looking at me.
I tell her I have had two biopsies for breast cancer, both
benign, and that a few years ago a small suspect tumor was
removed from my right side just beneath one of my ribs. But for
now I am clear.
We pause.
“And you?”
“No,” she says. “I am fine, but my mother is suffering from
cancer and I am restless all the time, so much so I cannot
sleep.”
She goes on to reveal her own family’s story surrounding August
6, 1945; how she was an infant asleep in her cradle, how shortly
after the blast her mother walked into the burning city to find
her brother and sister-in-law. They had been less than a
kilometer from the epicenter. There was nothing left but shadows
on the pavement.
Other private details are shared and I think about how each
individual story is carried like a wound, like a talisman, how
much we need to hear the truth of one another’s lives.
Kawamoto Yoshitaka was 13 years old when the bomb was dropped
less than a kilometer from his school. He recalls telling his
friend that he could hear an engine. They looked out the window
and saw planes.
“Flash! That’s ail I can remember,” he says. “And then when I
came to my senses I was held between two desks. I heard the sound
of my classmates singing our school song. I joined them. I
thought perhaps someone would hear us. One by one, the voices
stopped, until I was the only one singing. For the first time,
I knew fear.”
Shoko is silent, looking toward Miyajima. I can hear the song
of Yosui, a favorite musician of hers we had listened to while
driving to the dock. “He liberates me from my difficult life,”
she told me. One of his songs translates, “I cannot sleep because
of love.” There is so much about this woman I do not know.
Once on Miyajima, the three of us find our own reverie. We walk
slowly. Mount Misen rises 1,740 feet above the sea. Steep
forested slopes place the tourist shops and restaurants in a
transitory context. Only nineteen miles in circumference, it is
a sanctuary devoted to the Sacred, where the Jinja Shrine was
created in 593 and dedicated to the three daughters of Susano-
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o-no-Mikoto, the Shinto god of the moon and ocean. We pet the
backs of deer tamed inside the shrine that is perched above the
mud flats. It is low tide. We wash our hands by dipping a bamboo
ladle into spring water and letting it pour through our fingers
in the name of purification, then pick up the petals of cherry
blossoms, pink, white, and allow them to fall once more. Sakura,
a celebration of the ephemeral. Even as we eat roasted oysters
flooded with lemon juice, there is a consideration of the
divine.
There are no cemeteries on Miyajima. Legend has it that no one
can be born or die here. It is an island of enduring presence.
Shoko and I stand on the edge of the wooden plank looking toward
the Torii Gate, vermilion in late afternoon light, towering 53
feet above the sea, its reflection rippling on the water.
Masami, whose nickname is “Mommie,” pulls back as a gesture of
respect.
“All religion begins with light,” Shoko says. “We believe that
the hands — may I put my hands on yours? We say that through the
hands, peace flows from me to you and back from you to me, that
through our hands healing occurs.”
The Japanese have a word, aware, which speaks to both the beauty
and pain of our lives, that sorrow is not a grief one forgets
or recovers from but is a burning, searing illumination of love
for the delicacy and strength of our relations.
Kenzaburo Oe writes in Hiroshima Notes, “Hiroshima is like a
nakedly exposed wound inflicted on all mankind. Like all wounds,
this one poses two potential outcomes: the hope of human
recovery, and the danger of fatal corruption.”
Shoko Itoh has just completed translating a newly found
manuscript of Henry David Thoreau, “The Dispersion of Seeds.”
She tells me how moved she is by his words, the import of his
ideas. “The one thing in the world, of value, is the active soul.
This every man is entitled to; this every man contains within
him, although in almost all men obstructed, and as yet unborn.”
If, as Shoko Itoh says, “all religions are born of light,” then
perhaps Hiroshima has given birth to a religion of peace. Aware.
The active soul.
It is my last night in Hiroshima. I must return to the banks of
the Motoyasu River. It is a fifteen-minute walk from where I am
staying. I quietly slip into the seam between neon lights and
darkness, finding my way along the crowded and noisy streets of
Hiroshima.
I enter the Peace Park and through moonlight see the skeleton
of the A-bomb dome, the ruins of the former Prefectural
Industrial Promotion Hall that now stands as a scaffolding and
a monument for our memory — that we must never forget what took
place here.
On August 6, 1945, the atomic bomb, “Little Boy,” was detonated
at an altitude of approximately 600 meters ... almost directly
over this hall. The explosion of this single bomb claimed the
lives of more than 200,000 people in a moment, and the city of
Hiroshima within a two-kilometer radius was turned to ashes.
Robert Lewis, a co-pilot of the Enola Gay, wrote in his log, “My
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God, what have we done.” President Harry Truman declared to the
American people and the world that this was “a harnessing of the
basic power of the universe” by the United States, which had
“loosed it against those who brought war.” After a second atomic
bomb was dropped on Nagasaki on August 9, Japan surrendered.
World War II was over.
Fifty years ago, I say to myself as I continue walking through
the park — almost no time at all, almost nothing that stands in
this city is more than fifty years old except the land and the
rivers, who do not lie.
I walk down the granite stairs to the river bank. A part of me
is fearful, another part comforted. I take out a small candle I
have brought from home and secure it in the sand. I strike a
match, shield the flame with my hand and light the wick. The
candle burns.
Every year on August 6, the families and individuals of
Hiroshima inscribe on paper lanterns the names of loved ones who
died as a result of the bomb. The lanterns are lit and set adrift
on the seven rivers of the city.
A crescent moon hangs above the Motoyasu River. I watch the
current. I close my eyes and offer my prayers.
WORLD WAR II
May 15, Monday: China conducted an underground nuclear test.
“The Enola Gay’s Final Casualty,” U.S. News & World Report, 5/15/95, 18
WORLD WAR II
May 18, Thursday: In regard to the Enola Gay exhibit, opening statements were made by Senators Stevens, Ford, and
Warner.
WORLD WAR II
May 23, Tuesday: Amid increasing Serb attacks on the citizens of Sarajevo, Bosnian Serbs seized 285 heavy weapons
from the UN outside the city.
In regard to the Enola Gay exhibit, a Congressman submitted an editorial from an Omaha newspaper praising
the National Archives for its World War II display in which reference was made to a “citizen’s committee” that
had offered that the Smithsonian Institution in Washington DC should not become a “home for
congratulation”: “Good history isn’t cheerleading. But neither does it consist of condemning earlier
generations because they didn’t live up to the politically correct standards of the present” (“History Properly
Displayed,” by Doug Bereuter, 104th Congress, 1st Session, 141 Cong Rec E 1099 June 1995).
WORLD WAR II
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June:

Sampling of coverage in June before the new exhibit by major media. “Enola Gay — Continuing Fallout,”
Colonel Charles D. Cooper, Retired Officer, 6/95, 4 “We trust that in seeking a replacement [for Smithsonian
National Air and Space Museum Director Martin Harwit], the regents will look to the chartering purposes of
this gem of America’s museums and select someone without the baggage of preconceptions or political
correctness.” “Just Blame That Blame-America Crowd,” by Jim Wright, Dallas Morning News, 6/5/95
“The Blame America First crowd quickly learned
it is hard to sell counterfeit history to a generation
of Americans that made the real thing.”
WORLD WAR II

June 1, Thursday: In regard to the Enola Gay exhibit being planned at the Smithsonian Institution in Washington DC,
Air Force Magazine published its 9th article. “Air and Space Museum Director Resigns,” by John T. Correll,
Air Force Magazine, 6/95, 13
WORLD WAR II
June 16, Friday: Describes some of the negative effects of the Heyman decision, including self-censorship, headrolling, and the approval of “Fourth of July historiography”: “The argument that has temporarily won the day
is clear and explicit: tax supported institutions ... have no business endorsing criticism of our national
experience. Their mission is to praise, exalt, beautify, and glorify all that America has been and has done. This
is precisely what we criticize and ridicule when espoused by other nations and other cultures: we would be
better off practicing what we preach.” “How a Genuine Democracy Should Celebrate Its Past,” by John W.
Dower, Chronicle of Higher Education, June 16, 1995: B1 June 21: “Paint-tossing is the only sign of dissent
during a week of sneak previews” of the new exhibit. “Enola Gay Exhibit Splattered with Red Paint before
Opening,” by Rowan Scarborough, Washington Times, 6/21/95, A6
WORLD WAR II
June 21, Wednesday: For the 1st time in a month, a food convoy reached Sarajevo.
Calling Hélène by Betsy Jolas, an orchestral transcription of a scene from her opera Schliemann, was
performed for the initial time, in San Francisco.
An exhibit at American University (“Constructing a Peaceful World: Beyond Hiroshima and Nagasaki”) will
display some of the artifacts that had been intended for the Smithsonian exhibit that was to feature the Enola
Gay (“2 Exhibits to Mark A-Bombings,” by Eugene L. Meyer, Washington Post, 6/21/95, D1).
WORLD WAR II
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June 28, Wednesday: A proposal was made to paint temporary shadows on the wall of a post office, to represent “the
deadliest use of force in the history of man and anything that reminds people of their power, and their cost, is
a worthwhile endeavor” (“Allow WWII Memorial,” Chapel Hill Herald, 6/28/95, 4).
The “new” Enola Gay exhibit opened, and Heyman says the planned exhibit “provoked intense criticism from
World War II veterans and others, who stated that it portrayed the United States as the aggressor and the
Japanese as victims and reflected unfavorably on the valor and courage of American veterans.... The museum
changed its plan substantially, but the criticism persisted and led to my decision to replace that exhibition with
a simpler one.”
July 16, Sunday: The 1st refugees from Srebrenica reached the safety of Bosnian government territory.
President Jacques Chirac of France admitted French complicity in the deportation of 76,000 Jews to German
death camps during World War II.
July 31, Monday: Russian officials announced their estimate that 1,800 Russian soldiers had been killed in the
Chechnya war, and 6,500 wounded. They estimated that 20,000 Russian and Chechen civilians had also been
killed.
The Walt Disney Company announced that it would buy Capital Cities/ABC, Inc. for $19,000,000,000.
The Shires Suite by Michael Tippett, arranged for orchestra by Bowen, was performed for the initial time, in
City Hall, Newcastle.
The Historians’ Committee for Open Debate on Hiroshima attacked the Smithsonian exhibit. Open letter to
Michael Heyman, former Secretary of the Smithsonian, July 31, 1995 “The few words in the exhibit that
attempt to provide some historical context for viewing the Enola Gay amount to a highly unbalanced and onesided presentation of a largely discredited post-war justification of the atomic bombings. Such errors of fact
and such tendentious interpretation in the exhibit are no doubt partly the result of your decision earlier this year
to take this exhibit out of the hands of professional curators and your own board of historical advisors.”
Academics, fearing suppression was becoming acceptable, went on record. American Association of
University Professors Resolution, “The Smithsonian Institution and the Enola Gay Exhibition.” Academe 81
(July-Aug. 1995): 56 “This meeting calls upon the Congress to ensure that the Smithsonian continues to have
the latitude it needs for best fulfilling its founding purpose to increase and transmit knowledge.”
WORLD WAR II

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

WORLD WAR II

WWII

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE
1998
February 10, Tuesday: Dr. Lewis Haynes, who had been the chief medical officer aboard the USS Indianapolis (CA35) when it had been sunk by torpedoes by an enemy submarine, stated that, as he was treating Fleet Admiral
Chester Nimitz later at the Chelsea Naval Hospital, the admiral had commented to him that Captain Charles
B. McVay III “should not have been court-martialed” for his conduct in having lost his vessel in such a tragic
manner.
WORLD WAR II
March 16, Monday: The Roman Catholic Church apologized to the Jews for having failed to act against the Holocaust
during World War II.
April 2, Thursday: UNSCOM inspectors completed their 1st ever search of the 8 presidential compounds in Iraq. They
found no banned weapons.
Former French cabinet minister Maurice Papon was found guilty of complicity in Nazi atrocities during World
War II. As a member of the Vichy government, Papon oversaw the deportation of hundreds of Jews to prison
camps. He was sentenced to 10 years in prison.
August 12, Wednesday: Taliban captured Hayratan on the border with Uzbekistan and Pol-i-Khomri, bringing their
rule to more than 90% of Afghanistan.
Swiss banks agreed to pay $1,250,000,000 to Holocaust victims who had lost assets deposited in the banks
before and during World War II. The announcement was made in New York City.
August 27, Thursday: David Dellinger, like Friend John R. Kellam a World War II conscientious objector, at this point
aged 83, was arrested while demonstrating at a nuclear reactor.
The plunging Russian economy causef a massive selloff of stocks worldwide.
Mohamed Rashed Daoud al-Owhali was arraigned in federal court in New York for taking part in the Nairobi
embassy bombing.
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September 11, Friday: Yevgeny Maksimovich Primakov replaced Viktor Stepanovich Chernomyrdin as Prime
Minister of Russia.
Volkswagen AG started a $12,000,000 fund to compensate the slave laborers who had been used for the
company during World War II.
The report of Special Prosecutor Kenneth Starr to the US House of Representatives was made public by the
House of Representatives. It listed 11 possible grounds for impeachment of President William Jefferson
Clinton — 5 counts of perjury, 4 counts of obstruction of justice, a count of witness tampering, and a count of
abuse of power. The House published it on the internet.
Boogie Woogie Fantasy for piano by T.J. Anderson was performed for the initial time, at Duke University.
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1999
May 20, Thursday: The Japanese translation of Iris Chang’s historically accurate treatise on the events which had
transpired at the city of Nanking, China shortly after its occupation by Japanese forces during World War II,
THE RAPE OF NANKING, which had been published in English in 1997, a translation being prepared by Basic
Books, had to be canceled — because of the extreme nature of threats the corporation was receiving from
various groups in Japan.

Massimo D’Antona, an assistant to Italian Labor Minister Antonio Bassolino, was shot and killed in Rome.
Three different groups claimed responsibility.
A student opened fire at a high school in Conyers, Georgia, injuring six. He then surrendered to school
authorities.
The Supreme Court of Canada ruled that homosexuals may sue for spousal support.
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2001
July:

The Navy Department announced that the service record of deceased Captain Charles B. McVay III has been
amended to exonerate him for the loss of his ship the USS Indianapolis (CA-35) and the lives of those who
perished as a result of her sinking by torpedoes from a Japanese submarine in wartime. This was done by
Secretary of the Navy Gordon R. England at the request of New Hampshire Senator Bob Smith after the
dishonored man committed suicide with his service revolver. (Neither such a correction in a personnel folder,
nor even a Presidential pardon, however, could conceivably expunge a conviction by court-martial from an
officer’s record — and the other survivors of this disaster are still seeking a presidential order that would
expunge their skipper’s conviction itself from the official record.)
WORLD WAR II
Strangely, although Friend John R. Kellam has been acknowledged as a legitimate conscientious objector (CO)
and adherent of the Quaker Peace Testimony, not only in E. Raymond Wilson’s UPHILL FOR PEACE but also in Judy
Barrett Litoff and David C. Smith’s SINCE YOU WENT AWAY: WORLD WAR II LETTERS FROM AMERICAN WOMEN ON THE
HOME FRONT, to date there has been no similar effort to obtain an exoneration for him from the US federal government or
to compensate him for his experiences as a WWII prisoner of conscience!

THE QUAKER PEACE TESTIMONY
Go figure.

In 1972 the US and 143 other nations had ratified a Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention, the world’s
first treaty to ban an entire class of weapons. The treaty had banned possession of deadly biological agents
except for defensive research. With no mechanism for its enforcement and no program for its verification, the
treaty had proven to be a toothless tiger. Signing the treaty had merely provided some propaganda cover for
the Soviet Union — which just at that point, we now know from the testimony of defectors, had been radically
expanding its program of offensive biowarfare.

At this point, our representatives stood up and walked out of a London conference, since a 1994 protocol
designed to strengthen the Convention by providing for on-site inspections was to be discussed — and we were
opposed to any such strengthening!
GERM WARFARE

A United Nations Agreement to Curb the International Flow of Illicit Small Arms was drafted, and was
approved by everyone except the United States of America.
An international plan was created for cleaner energy. All the other industrialized nations –Canada, Japan,
Russia, Germany, France, Italy, and the United Kingdom– signed up. The United States of America refused.
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September 1, Saturday: From the magazine The Priest: “The Story of the Chaplain Corps,” by Father Daniel Mode:282
Therefore take the whole armor of God that you may be
able to withstand in the evil day.... Stand therefore,
having girded your loins with truth, and having put on
the breastplate of righteousness, and having shod your
feet with the equipment of the Gospel of peace; above
all taking the shield of faith, with which you can
quench all the flaming darts of the evil one. And take
the helmet of salvation, and the word of the Spirit,
which is the Word of God (EPHESIANS 6:13-17).
Boom! Another F-14 Tomcat was just launched off the 1,000 foot
deck of the USS John F. Kennedy. Boom! The steam-driven catapult
shakes the ship again. It is 5:30 a.m. and a ship that never
sleeps is starting another 12-hour shift. The alarm clock does
not need to ring I have the Boom of a continuous flow of Tomcats
282. I am just so terribly perturbed when I read something like this! –It is so wrong on so many levels. I think first of my father,
Captain Benjamin Bearl Smith during World War II, and how as a Protestant chaplain in the US Army in San Diego, California, he
had been such a cocksman, such an unfaithful husband and inattentive father, and how he had sought to profit from the enlisted men
by selling them at a very considerable markup little steel-jacketed New Testaments, that they were to carry in their shirt pocket over
their heart to prevent those atheistic Japs from being able to kill them. I think of hypocrisy. I think then of the general offensiveness
of a religion of salvation being offered basically in order to seduce young men who are being sent off with the objective of killing
other young men whom they do not know. This also makes me think of hypocrisy. –So I wonder, “Is there anything, anywhere in
this world, but hypocrisy?” and I answer myself, that yes, there is something in this world other than hypocrisy, something rather
worse even than hypocrisy: I think of General George Smith Patton, Jr., he of “Even the chaplain is important, for if we get killed
and if he is not there to bury us we’d all go to hell.” I think that worse than hypocrisy is cold-blooded murderousness and associated
patriotism.
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to get my day started aboard my home for the next two weeks an
aircraft carrier. As a reserve Navy chaplain for the past 12
years, I have spent my time serving the Navy family in a variety
of assignments. From ships, hospitals, bases and in the field,
I have found a powerful way to serve God and my country. I am a
Catholic priest and a chaplain.
I grew up in the Navy. My father, a Navy Captain, spent 30 years
serving our country, and his dedication inspired my brother and
me to seek the same sense of commitment and service. My call to
the priesthood and my desire to serve my country go hand in hand.
The first priest I talked to about my vocation was a Navy
chaplain. I was 13 years old, and my only knowledge of the
priesthood came from the witness of military priests. Eight
years later at the Shrine of Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton in
Emmitsburg, Maryland, I was commissioned as a Naval officer at
a Mass celebrated by Archbishop Joseph T. Ryan, who was then the
Archbishop of the Military Services. Every year the Archdiocese
offers a Mass for the Sea Services at the Shrine to commemorate
that Mother Seton’s two sons served as midshipmen in the Navy.
The day I raised my hand to swear my oath and receive my
commission, I knew I was continuing a long tradition of priests
serving the needs of the military.
The Church has recognized this union of serving God and country.
The Second Vatican Council stated:
All those who enter the military services in loyalty to
their country should look upon themselves as the
custodians of the security and freedom of their fellow
countrymen and when they carry out their duty properly,
they are contributing to the maintenance of peace [CHURCH
IN THE MODERN WORLD, no. 79].
Noting mankind’s need for spiritual comfort during periods of
conflict, General Douglas MacArthur maintained, “History
teaches us that religion and patriotism have always gone hand
in hand.”
Ancient civilizations acknowledged that the presence of Gods
representatives in battle was vital; the Old Testament refers
to priests accompanying troops in various campaigns.
The word “chaplain” evolves from the fourth century when St.
Martin of Tours, an officer in the Roman Army, encountered a
freezing beggar. Dividing his cloak, Martin shared it with the
beggar. Later that evening Martin experienced a vision of Christ
wearing the cloak which inspired him to convert to Christianity
and to dedicate the remainder of his life to the Church.
The cloak itself, called in Latin a “cappa,” became a holy relic,
carried by French kings into battle. The caretaker priest, “the
cappellanus,”
carried
the
relics
portable
shrine,
the
“cappella.” Eventually all clergy serving with the military were
called “cappellini” and ultimately chaplain.
In 742AD the Council of Ratisbon authorized for the first time
the use of chaplains, yet prohibited these “servants of God”
from bearing arms or fighting.
In the United States the Chaplain Corps traces its origins back
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to the Revolutionary War, when in 1775 the Continental Congress
adopted a Navy regulation citing the provision for “divine
service.” The regulation read, “The commanders of the ships of
the thirteen United Colonies are to take care that divine
service be performed twice a day on board, and a sermon preached
on Sundays, unless bad weather or other extraordinary accidents
prevent.”
It wasn’t until 1824 that Father Adam Marshal became the first
priest to serve as a naval officer; another Jesuit chaplain,
Father Anthony Rey, was the first priest to die in action during
the Mexican War. The Civil War witnessed for the first time many
Catholic chaplains in the field who served with distinction on
both sides.
In subsequent wars and conflicts, Catholic chaplains have
continued to serve as Christ’s representatives in their witness
of patriotism, courage, service and faith.
On March 25, 1985, the Holy See created the Archdiocese for the
Military Services; its chaplains serve military installations,
three military academies, VA hospitals, and those US government
employees serving overseas.
Boom! Another catapult launches yet another flight. It is noon,
and 17 sailors gather in a small chapel, which holds no more
than 40 people. I offer Mass for the 15 men and two women who
are so far from home and family, but they have found a “home”
and a place of daily comfort in the reassuring celebration of
the Eucharist. After Mass, one of the sailors asks me to hear
his confession and to bless a rosary his mom just sent. If I
were not surrounded by gray paint and uniforms, I could almost
imagine that I am back at St. Mary of Sorrows Parish in Fairfax,
Virginia, celebrating the daily 9:00AM Mass. The same needs that
are found in a parish are found in the midst of a 5,000-man ship.
In the course of a year the three full-time chaplains, one
Catholic and two Protestant, on the USS Kennedy will counsel
2,000 sailors, will hold 40 religious services per week, will
perform burials at sea for military veterans and will deliver
approximately 13 messages usually informing sailors of family
crises, deaths, divorces or financial problems that arrive each
day via the Red Cross or the Navy Relief. One in seven
crewmembers will have a financial or medical emergency during a
six-month cruise. The chaplain’s role is to break the news to
the men and provide whatever help is possible from arranging for
an emergency trip home to lending a friendly ear. The day-today mission of caring for a diverse flock where up to one-fourth
of the personnel is Catholic is always tempered by the knowledge
that this ship and her crew could be called into battle or be
attacked at any time. Although the closest I have ever been to
battle was the live fire training I received with the United
States Marine Corps at Camp Lejeune, North Carolina, I am well
aware that the history of the Chaplain Corps is filled with the
stories of men of God in the midst of the hell of war.
In commending the role of the chaplain, Admiral Chester W.
Nimitz stated: “By their patient, sympathetic labor day in and
day out and through many a night, every chaplain I know
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contributed immeasurably to the moral courage of our fighting
men.”
The chaplain’s mission can be somewhat paradoxical. As Christ’s
representative, he must bring the Gospel of Peace to the
battlefield reminding the troops that God has not forgotten
them. Some chaplains have not only exemplified strength and
inspiration but have demonstrated a true love in action by their
willingness to sacrifice their lives for their fellow soldiers.
One such hero and the only chaplain recipient of the Medal of
Honor during World War II was Lt. Cmdr. Joseph T. O’Callahan.
Father O’Callahan was on board the USS Franklin, in March 1945
when it was hit by a Japanese kamikaze attack during the battle
for Okinawa. In the ensuing inferno caused by the ignition of
munitions on board the aircraft carrier, O’Callahan seemed to
be everywhere consoling the wounded and administering last rites
to the dying, jettisoning live bombs and organizing rescue
parties for those sailors trapped below deck. The Franklin’s
casualties were significant: 724 killed and 265 wounded, but
many of the men attributed their survival to the heroism of their
chaplain and attested, “He was the bravest man I ever saw.”
During the Korean Conflict as a soldier on the battlefield and
later as a prisoner of war Father Emil Kapaun of the 1st Cavalry
Division risked his life attending to the wounded in the camp,
sharing his own meager rations, leading his fellow prisoners in
prayer, and burying the dead. Awarded the Bronze Star prior to
his capture, Father Kapaun died of pneumonia in captivity and
posthumously received the Distinguished Service Cross.
Another priest whose heroic passion to serve God was Father
Vincent Capodanno, The Grunt Padre. Ordained for Maryknoll in
1958 and assigned as a missionary to Formosa, Father Capodanno
heeded a second vocational call in 1965 when he sought
permission and joined the Navy Chaplain Corps for duty in the
Vietnam War. When asked why he had chosen such a dangerous
assignment, Father Capodanno responded characteristically “...I
think I am needed here as are many more chaplains. I’m glad to
help in the way I can.” His first assignment, a Marine battalion,
initiated him in the service of the Grunts, the enlisted
infantry troops. He later was transferred to a medical unit, and
in all of his responsibilities Father Capodanno chose to be more
than a priest ministering within the horrific arena of war. He
became a constant companion to the Marines, living, eating,
sleeping, with the men; he established libraries, gathered and
distributed gifts and organized outreach programs for the local
villagers.
He
spent
hours
reassuring
the
weary
and
disillusioned, consoling the grieving, hearing confessions,
instructing converts and distributing St. Christopher medals.
Such commitment to his work “energized” him and he requested an
extension to remain with the Marines. It was during his second
tour on September 4, 1967, that Father Vincent Capodanno made
the ultimate sacrifice. After hours of heavy fighting from a
North Vietnamese ambush, Father Capodanno sighted a wounded
corpsman pinned down by an enemy machine gunner. Although
seriously wounded himself, Father Capodanno ran to the Marine
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and administered medical and spiritual attention. Despite the
chaplains being unarmed, the enemy opened fire and Father
Capodanno, the victim of 27 bullet wounds, died faithfully
performing his duty as priest and soldier. He is one of three
Catholic chaplains who received the Medal of Honor for their
heroic service in Vietnam.
Boom! Once again the sound of another launched plane is
overwhelmingly close. This time I’m on board the COD (Carrier
On Board Delivery), an airplane that carries mail, supplies and
people who need to get back to land. I have finished my two weeks
of active duty at sea, and it is time to return to my civilian
parish. The ship will continue to head toward the Mediterranean
with her assigned Catholic chaplain. During my relief of his
responsibilities, he attended the annual retreat for the priests
of his diocese.
As I head back to port, I wonder whether the personnel on these
ships, the Army and the Marines in the field, the Air Force and
Coast Guard who serve on military bases will have a Catholic
priest to care for their spiritual needs in the near future. As
priest and chaplain I have a three-fold responsibility: my
primary mission is to God, then to represent His Church,
followed by my service to our country. In the 12 years of my
chaplain experience, the military personnel and their families
have greatly impressed me by their many sacrifices and sincere
awareness of their significant roles. As makers and preservers
of peace, Catholic military members deserve all the spiritual
and sacramental elements of the faith and the reminder of the
universality of the Church no matter where their assignment.
I have enjoyed ministering to this predominantly younger segment
of society and the opportunity to influence and assist in their
growth of faith. As counselor, intermediator and catechist I
have experienced numerous challenges but the opportunity to
evangelize, educate and participate in ecumenical settings has
enlightened for me an even greater awareness of my priesthood.
When a two-star admiral sits across my desk in tears over a
marriage problem, he identifies me as not just another person
in uniform. I am a priest, I am his chaplain. Or the joy I have
experienced when instructing 15 young enlisted Marines on duty
at Camp LeJeune, many of them seeking to become Catholic because
of the inspirational witness of their chaplain. The needs are
great, and the opportunity to serve souls is endless.
I have witnessed in action the well-known phrase, “There are no
atheists in foxholes.” I have seen sailors who have no faith
come to God, and Marines who have a faith come closer to God.
Father William Cummings, M.M., who originated the phrase,
personally observed the horror of war. Serving as a Maryknoll
missionary in the Philippines, he chose to become an Army
chaplain when World War II broke out, and even after enduring
serious wounds during a hospital bombing, he courageously
offered to join the front lines. His subsequent capture there
led to his enduring the Bataan Death March and eventual death
as a prisoner of war on board a ship to Japan.
Sadly, current statistics reveal that the number of active duty
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Catholic chaplains is quickly dwindling. In recognizing the
increased responsibilities resulting from this shortage, the
head of the Archdiocese for the Military Services, Archbishop
Edwin F. O’Brien, has reiterated the duties of the Catholic
chaplain emphasizing that the needs of the service personnel and
their families must supersede all military obligations of the
officer chaplain.
In all the military services the decreasing numbers of Catholic
chaplains is evident. Many more priests are needed to minister
to the needs of those in uniform and to their families.
The call that motivates a man into a life of priestly service
in the Church is the same call that motivates him to consider
becoming a military chaplain. Missionary zeal, service, the
spread of the Gospel message and bringing the sacraments to the
people are all found within a civilian ministry, yet the
military chaplain experiences, often dramatically, these vital
ministries.
Buzzzz! The alarm is going off. Time to get up and open St. Marys
parish for the 6:15AM Mass. My thoughts turn back to the sea and
the men and women I have had the joy to serve.
Father Mode, a reserve
Fairfax, Virginia.

Navy

chaplain,

writes

from

October 14, Sunday: According to the Observer, CIA investigators of the anthrax attacks through the US postal system
were at this point regarding Iraq as the most likely culprit. A source asserted, “They aren’t making this stuff
in caves in Afghanistan. This is prima facie evidence of the involvement of a state intelligence agency. Maybe
Iran has the capability. But it doesn’t look likely politically. That leaves Iraq.” In a few days this theory would
be discarded, and on October 20th the International Herald Tribune would report a new theory, that a
disgruntled employee of a domestic laboratory that used anthrax had carried out the attacks. The newspaper
also asserted that the investigators had tentatively identified the anthrax as a domestic strain that bore no
resemblance to the strains that Russia and Iraq had turned into biological weapons. (In late 2002, with an attack
upon Iraq in preparation, the Iraq theory would be recycled.)
BIOTERRORISM

In the aftermath of the anonymous domestic attacks, such as the letter that had been mailed on September 18th
to Tom Brokaw at NBC News in New York, it was belatedly revealed to the American public that during World
War II the Allies had been planning to launch an anthrax attack that would have wiped out Germany once and
for all:

UK planned to wipe out Germany with anthrax
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By George Rosie
As the world recoils at the horrific possibility of alQaeda terrorists waging anthrax war against United
States citizens, the Sunday Herald can reveal that
Britain manufactured five million anthrax cattle cakes
during the second world war and planned to drop them on
Germany in 1944.
The aim of Operation Vegetarian was to wipe out the
German beef and dairy herds and then see the bacterium
spread to the human population. With people then having
no access to antibiotics, this would have caused many
thousands –perhaps even millions– of German men, women
and children to suffer awful deaths.
The anthrax cakes were tested on Gruinard Island, off
Wester Ross, which was finally cleared of contamination
in 1990. Operation Vegetarian was planned for the summer
of 1944 but, in the event, it was abandoned as the
Allies’ Normandy invasion progressed successfully.
Details of the wartime secret operation are contained
in a series of War Office files (WO 188) at the Public
Record Office in Kew. Some of the files are still
classified. The man whose task was to carry out
Operation Vegetarian was Dr. Paul Fildes, director of
the biology department at Porton Down near Salisbury in
Wiltshire. Fildes had previously been in charge of the
Medical Research Council’s bacterial chemistry unit at
Middlesex Hospital.
In early 1942, Fildes began searching Britain for
suppliers and manufacturers of linseed-oil cattle cake
to make five million small cakes. Large quantities of
the bacillus itself had to be produced, while special
containers to carry the cattle cakes had to be designed
and made. Some RAF bombers had to be modified to deliver
the anthrax-infected payload. And all of it had to be
done as cheaply as possible.
The raw material for the cake was provided by the
Olympia Oil and Cake Company in Blackburn. The contract
to cut the cattle cake into small pieces went to J & E
Atkinson of Bond Street in London, perfumers and toiletsoap manufacturers and suppliers to the royal family.
The Atkinsons calculated that they could produce
180,000 to 250,000 cakes, each 2.5cm in diameter and 10
grammes in weight, in a 44-hour week. The price was to
be between 12 and 15 shillings per thousand. The firm
pledged to deliver 5,273,400 cakes by April 1943. By the
middle of July 1942, the Atkinsons informed Fildes that
“we are now producing at the rate of 40,000 per day.”
The anthrax was manufactured by the Ministry of
Agriculture and Fisheries at its veterinary laboratory
in Surrey. An Oxford academic named Dr. E Schuster was
set to work devising the pump to inject the bacilli into
the cattle cakes. The Porton Down scientists settled on
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cube-shaped cardboard containers, 18cm square, to carry
the infected foodstuff.
Each held 400 cakes. They would be fitted with a steel
handle “of a size which enables the operator to grasp
the handle without difficulty when wearing thick
leather or moleskin gloves...” Thirteen women were then
recruited from various soap-making firms, sworn to
secrecy and given the job of injecting the cattle cakes
with anthrax spores.
At the same time, Fildes and his team were working on
the best way to deliver the diseased cattle feed to the
German herds.
The RAF’s research unit came up with a simple solution
— easily made wooden trays that fitted on to aircraft
flare
chutes.
Their
Bomber
Command
Lancasters,
Halifaxes and Stirlings were chosen for the job.
By the beginning of 1944, Operation Vegetarian was ready
to go. It was crucial to mount any attack in the summer
months. Fildes said: “The cattle must be caught in the
open grazing fields when lush spring grass is on the
wane.” “Trials have shown that these tablets ... are
found and consumed by the cattle in a very short time.”
“Cattle are concentrated in the northern half of
Oldenburg and northwest Hanover. Aircraft flying to and
from Berlin will fly over 60 miles of grazing land.”
Fildes calculated that, at an average ground speed of
300mph, the distance would be covered in 18 minutes. “If
one box of tablets is dispersed every two minutes, then
each aircraft will be required to carry and disperse
nine, or say 10, boxes.”
One Lancaster bomber returning from a raid on Berlin
would be able to scatter 4000 anthrax-infected cakes
over a 60-mile swathe in less than 20 minutes. A dozen
aircraft would have been enough to litter most of the
north German countryside with anthrax spores. Operation
Vegetarian was a seriously deadly project.
But, by the time Fildes’s operation was ready to go in
the summer of 1944, the Normandy invasion had taken
place and Allied armies were crashing through northern
France and up through Italy. The war against Nazi
Germany was instead being won by conventional means. At
the end of 1945, five million anthrax-infected cattle
cakes were incinerated in one of Porton Down’s furnaces.
GERM WARFARE
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2002
January 15, Tuesday: The Public Broadcasting System presented a TV program about WWII conscientious objectors.
A number of commercial stations, despite the obligation which they had assumed to present public
programming, refused to allow this to be broadcast:

WORLD WAR II

OHNE MICH!
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February 18, Monday: In a previous episode, President George Herbert Walker Bush (“Poppy”) had forgotten the date
of the attack upon Pearl Harbor, and referred to some day other than December 7th as “a day that will live
forever in infamy.” Oops.

At this point the son, President George W. Bush (“Dubya”), addressing the Japanese Diet, demonstrated yet
again that if you happen to be President of the United States of America, then history can be whatever you say
it is.

The official truth is, World War II never happened:
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“My trip to Asia begins here in Japan for an important
reason. It begins here because for a century and a half
now, America and Japan have formed one of the great and
enduring alliances of modern times.”
— President George W. Bush to the Japanese Diet,
paragraph 4, February 18, 2002.
Mega-oops. The chip doesn’t fall far from the stump — does it?
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2003
December: At Seattle WA’s tiny Peace Park, some sick American patriot sawed off an arm of the statue of Sadako
Sasaki, a girl who survived our atomic bombing of Hiroshima only to be killed by leukemia a dozen years later.
Some $4,000 would be raised with which to restore this statue, on which, as shown, schoolchildren had often
been hanging colorful paper cranes.

HDT

WHAT?

INDEX

WORLD WAR II

WWII

GO TO MASTER INDEX OF WARFARE

WORLD WAR II
THE QUAKER PEACE TESTIMONY
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2004
For the 1st time since the end of World War II, Japan sent troops to a war zone (Iraq). The US Air Force was
field-testing there a directed energy weapon system known as the “Active Denial System.” Basically, this was
a projected microwave that would make someone react as if their skin were being scorched (the system,
developed to protect US nuclear weapons, was being evaluated to find out whether it had any potential for
crowd control).
January 4, Sunday: The statewide ban on the purchase of alcohol on Sunday is officially lifted, one of the last “blue
laws” still on the books. The repeal had been signed into law in November of 2003 as part of a general Job
Creation package. In actuality, the ban had previously been lifted in all towns within 10 miles of other states
(for competition purposes) and before certain holidays. Astoundingly, this decision is not just controversial,
but decisively so, framed as a general breakdown of respect for the Sabbath and for family values. (Ignoring
the fact that nearly every other item of a purchasable fashion was available for sale.)
BOSTON
John Willard Toland died. The New York Times obituary, written by Christopher Lehmann-Haupt, would
include one paragraph remarking upon his salient discovery:
He entered a long-running historical debate about the Roosevelt
administration’s culpability at the start of the Pacific war
with INFAMY: PEARL HARBOR AND ITS AFTERMATH (Doubleday, 1982). In a
shift from his conclusions in THE RISING SUN, Mr. Toland said he
had turned up evidence to conclude that Roosevelt had known in
advance of Japan’s impending attack but failed to inform the
naval command in the Pacific in the hope of rousing America from
its isolationism. This view put him at odds with a series of
official federal investigations and historians who said
Roosevelt may have made errors in judgment but neither knew
about nor encouraged the attack.
WORLD WAR II
I would have preferred this mention to have been a bit expanded. For instance Lehmann-Haupt might have
indicated also that no one among these official federal investigators and historians has, since 1982, been able
to produce evidence that Toland’s information had been false or poorly chosen, or his inference unwarranted.
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“They fight and fight and fight; they are fighting now,
they fought before, and they’ll fight in the future....
So you see, you can say anything about world history....
Except one thing, that is. It cannot be said that world
history is reasonable.”
— Fyodor Mikhaylovich Dostoevski
NOTES FROM UNDERGROUND

“Fiddle-dee-dee, war, war, war,
I get so bored I could scream!”
—Scarlet O’Hara

What goes around comes around. In the United States Constitution, the authority to declare war upon another
nation was vested by us in our elected representatives of the Congress rather than in the Commander in Chief
of our Armed Forces, the President. This has created a recurring problem: how to get this nation into its next
necessary war. That problem was faced by a President of the United States while Henry Thoreau was a youth,
and that President, President Polk, had gamed the system by sending US Army soldiers out to get themselves
killed on what was well understood at the time to be Mexican soil — whereupon he declared to the US
Congress that we had been attacked, and thus obtained from the congress a declaration of war. Which is to say,
in Thoreau’s era a President of the United States of America made himself into a murderer and a traitor. Despite
the passage of time, despite the fact that it has become the common knowledge of our history textbooks that
this President had gamed the system in order to create the War on Mexico of the 1840s, this President is not
now known to us either as a murderer or as a traitor.
Likewise in regard to World War II: what had gone around before came around again. Our President wanted
to fight Germany, but couldn’t get the Congress to declare war on that nation and couldn’t get Adolf Hitler to
declare war on us. Knowing that Japan was an ally of Germany and knowing that an attack by an ally of
Germany would enable us to declare war on all the Axis powers, the President gamed the system. President
Franklin Delano Roosevelt knew in advance of Japan’s impending attack but, in order to rouse America from
its isolationism, sacrificed our soldiers and sailors of the naval base at Pearl Harbor. Which is to say, in our
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own era a President of the United States of America made himself into a murderer, and a traitor. Now, despite
the passage of time, despite the fact that this historian John Toland during his lifetime made it commonly
known that this President had gamed the system in order to create the world war of the 1940s, this President
is not now known to us either as a murderer or as a traitor. In his obituary, the writer for the newspaper merely
commented mildly that his view of what had happened to put us into WWII put Toland at odds with a series
of official federal investigations and historians who said Roosevelt may have made errors in judgment but
neither knew about nor encouraged the attack. Lehmann-Haupt might have indicated also that no one among
these official federal investigators and historians has, since 1982, been able to produce evidence that Toland’s
information had been false or poorly chosen or his inference unwarranted — but he has elected not to so
indicate.
July 19, Monday: Charles W. Sweeney, pilot of the B-29 “Bock’s Car” that on August 9, 1945 had dropped a bomb
pretty close to Nagasaki, died at the age of 84.283
ATOMIC BOMBS

WORLD WAR II
The Reverend George Mills Houser gave an interview to the editors of NO EASY VICTORIES.

NO EASY VICTORIES

283. The plutonium “Fat Man” had been the 1st bomb he had ever dropped on any enemy target. He wasn’t the bombardier — it’s
not his fault the device not only failed to damage in any way any portion of its industrial target, but also killed more American
prisoners of war than Japanese soldiers.
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August 6, Friday: At Seattle WA’s Peace Park on this, the 59th Hiroshima Day, there was an unveiling ceremony for
the statue of Sadako Sasaki from which some sick American patriot had in the previous year sawed off an arm.

ATOM BOMB
WORLD WAR II
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Wouldn’t you like to fold from a piece of paper an origami crane?

THE QUAKER PEACE TESTIMONY
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As this piece is being put on the Internet, as of February 28, 2006, the latest C-SPAN news from Hiroshima is
that the people of that city seem to still be suffering health effects of the bombing that took place so long ago.
The average age of a hibakusha (a survivor) is now 72. In their old age, of course their cancer incidence is
rising as would have been anticipated in any elder population, but the question is whether the difference their
rate of elder cancer, which seems higher than in a comparable non-exposed population, rises to the level of
statistical significance.

August 9, Monday: There was an incident at the Hihama No. 3 nuclear power station in Fukui prefecture, Japan owned
and run by Kansai Electric Power corporation (KEPCO), in which 4 workers were scalded to death by
superheated steam and 7 others injured. A 56-centimeter diameter steam pipe burst, fortunately in a nonradioactive part of the reactor. It would subsequently be revealed that in the entire 27-year period of operation
of this facility, that pipe had never been inspected for corrosion. Regulations require that such pipes be
replaced when their 10-millimeter walls of carbon steel have eroded to a thickness of 4.7 millimeters, but this
pipe’s walls were found to have worn down to 1.4 millimeters. In 1995 a broken cooling pipe at the Monju
Fast Breeder Reactor, also in Fukui prefecture, had forced a shutdown, but then the operators had attempted
to conceal evidence of the magnitude of the incident. When, between 1998 and 2003, KEPCO had replaced
steam pipes at Takahama Nuclear Power Plant No. 3 and Oi Nuclear Power Plant No. 1 with stainless steel
pipes, the original carbon steel pipes had worn so thin they could not have lasted another couple of years.
Although 9 months prior to the accident a subcontractor had reminded the operators of the Hihama No. 3
nuclear power station of the need to conduct inspections, the plant’s operators had ignored this alert.
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2005
August 3, Wednesday: Norm Dixon placed an article “Hiroshima and Nagasaki: Worst terror attacks in history”
in Green Left Weekly reporting recent discoveries made by Peter Kuznick, Director of the Nuclear Studies
Institute at the American University in Washington DC, and Mark Selden, a Cornell University historian.
The atom bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki had not been done out of military necessity, not at all!
FAKE NEWS

That had been merely a cover story, a cover story repudiated in fact in advance by the military commanders
themselves. This use of our atomic bombs had been entirely diplomatic. The destruction of these Japanese
cities had had no more to do with Japan than it had to do with ending World War II. It had been a mere
diplomatic negotiation ploy, one aimed at the USSR, a communication kick-starting the Cold War with what
amounted to the warning: “We have a horrific new bomb, and also, we have the necessary will and ruthlessness
to drop it on you — so in the years to come you need to be very careful only to push us so hard, and not harder.”
The two historians were preparing to announce their evidence at an upcoming history conference in England,
leading to the conclusion that the atomic bombs dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki had in fact been the
opening two shots of the Cold War. Before they even had a chance to present their evidence at this conference,
however, other historians began to seek out the media, and denounce the conclusion these two colleagues had
reached as simply “preposterous”:
August 6 and August 9 will mark the 60th anniversaries of the
US atomic-bomb attacks on the Japanese cities of Hiroshima and
Nagasaki. In Hiroshima, an estimated 80,000 people were killed
in a split second. Some 13 square kilometres of the city was
obliterated. By December, at least another 70,000 people had
died from radiation and injuries.
Three days after Hiroshima’s destruction, the US dropped an Abomb on Nagasaki, resulting in the deaths of at least 70,000
people before the year was out.
Since 1945, tens of thousands more residents of the two cities
have continued to suffer and die from radiation-induced cancers,
birth defects and still births.
A tiny group of US rulers met secretly in Washington and
callously ordered this indiscriminate annihilation of civilian
populations. They gave no explicit warnings. They rejected all
alternatives, preferring to inflict the most extreme human
carnage possible. They ordered and had carried out the two worst
terror acts in human history.
The 60th anniversaries will inevitably be marked by countless
mass media commentaries and speeches repeating the 60-year-old
mantra that there was no other choice but to use A-bombs in order
to avoid a bitter, prolonged invasion of Japan.
On July 21, the British New Scientist magazine undermined this
chorus when it reported that two historians had uncovered
evidence revealing that “the US decision to drop atomic bombs
on Hiroshima and Nagasaki ... was meant to kick-start the Cold
War [against the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, the USA’s
wartime ally] rather than end the Second World War.” Peter
Kuznick, director of the Nuclear Studies Institute at the
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American University in Washington stated that US President Harry
Truman’s decision to blast the cities was “not just a war crime,
it was a crime against humanity.”
With Mark Selden, a historian from Cornell University in New
York, Kuznick studied the diplomatic archives of the US, Japan
and the USSR. They found that three days before Hiroshima,
Truman agreed at a meeting that Japan was “looking for peace.”
His senior generals and political advisers told him there was
no need to use the A-bomb. But the bombs were dropped anyway.
“Impressing Russia was more important than ending the war,”
Selden told the New Scientist.
While the capitalist media immediately dubbed the historians’
“theory” “controversial,” it accords with the testimony of many
central US political and military players at the time, including
General Dwight Eisenhower, who stated bluntly in a 1963 Newsweek
interview that “the Japanese were ready to surrender and it
wasn’t necessary to hit them with that awful thing.”
Truman’s chief of staff, Admiral William Leahy, stated in his
memoirs that “the use of this barbarous weapon at Hiroshima and
Nagasaki was of no material assistance in our war against Japan.
The Japanese were already defeated and ready to surrender.”
At the time though, Washington cold-bloodedly decided to sweep
away the lives of hundreds of thousands of men, women and
children to show off the terrible power of its new superweapon
and underline the US rulers’ ruthless preparedness to use it.
These terrible acts were intended to warn the leaders of the
Soviet Union that their cities would suffer the same fate if the
USSR attempted to stand in the way of Washington’s plans to
create an “American Century” of US global domination. Nuclear
scientist Leo Szilard recounted to his biographers how Truman’s
secretary of state, James Byrnes, told him before the Hiroshima
attack that “Russia might be more manageable if impressed by
American military might and that a demonstration of the bomb may
impress Russia.”
Drunk from the success of its nuclear bloodletting in Japan,
Washington planned and threatened the use of nuclear weapons on
at least 20 occasions in the 1950s and 1960s, only being
restrained when the USSR developed enough nuclear-armed rockets
to usher in the era of “mutually assured destruction,” and the
US rulers’ fear that their use again of nuclear weapons would
led to a massive anti-US political revolt by ordinary people
around the world.
Washington’s policy of nuclear terror remains intact. The US
refuses to rule out the first use of nuclear weapons in a
conflict. Its latest Nuclear Posture Review envisages the use
of nuclear weapons against non-nuclear “rogue states” and it is
developing a new generation of “battlefield” nuclear weapons.
Fear of the political backlash that would be caused in the US
and around the globe by the use of nuclear weapons remains the
main restraint upon the atomaniacs in Washington. On this 60th
anniversary year of history’s worst acts of terror, the most
effective thing that people around the world can do to keep that
fear alive in the minds of the US rulers is to recommit ourselves
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to defeating Washington’s current “local” wars of terror in
Afghanistan and Iraq.
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2007
November 2, Friday: Paul W. Tibbets, Jr. died. In 1927, when he had been a 12-year-old, the Curtis Candy Company
had ordered a promotional stunt in which a barnstorming pilot dropped Babe Ruth candybars on the Hialeah
racetrack near Miami, Florida. Paul had been along for this airplane ride.

Brigadier General Tibbets had expressed a desire to be cremated rather than buried. There shouldn’t be a
tombstone, he felt, because of the likelihood that such a memorial would be desecrated.284
WORLD WAR II
ATOMIC BOMBS

284. Of course, if Paul had a tombstone we shouldn’t seek it out and desecrate it. Instead, that tombstone should be a national
pilgrimage site. We should all bring our children there and ask them to take a pledge: “I solemnly promise that when I grow up,
I’ll try to not be like Paul W. Tibbets, Jr.”
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2012
October 29, Monday: Adam Gopnik’s “Faces, Places, Spaces: The renaissance of geographic history” in The New
Yorker pointed up that the most original and most audacious accusation in Timothy Snyder’s BLOODLANDS:
EUROPE BETWEEN HITLER AND STALIN (Basic Books, 2010) was that Führer Adolf Hitler’s model for his
actions in the East had been America’s ethnic cleansing of the West — the Asian heartland was the Manifest
Destiny of the Nazi Reich. Hitler’s expectation was that “a similar process will repeat itself for a second time
as in the conquest of America.” Hitler planned to deal with Slavs much as Andrew Jackson had dealt with
Seminoles. He intended the Volga River to be Germany’s Mississippi. Snyder points out in response to this
simplification that it had not been merely the world’s indifference to Turkish Muslim genocide against Turkish
Armenians but also the world’s indifference to the fate of the native Americans that had given the Führer the
confidence that he was going to be able to get away with it.
ARMENIAN GENOCIDE
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2014
January 16, Thursday: Hiroo Onoda died in Tokyo.
LAST TO SURRENDER
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2017
August 19, Saturday: Paul G. Allen’s expedition crew aboard Research Vessel (R/V) Petrel announced that at a depth
of more than 18,000 feet on the floor of the North Pacific they had found the wreckage of the World War II
cruiser USS Indianapolis (CA 35) which had been lost on July 30th, 1945.
WORLD WAR II

“NARRATIVE HISTORY” IS FABULATION: HISTORY IS CHRONOLOGY
COPYRIGHT NOTICE: In addition to the property of others,
such as extensive quotations and reproductions of
images, this “read-only” computer file contains a great
deal of special work product of Austin Meredith,
copyright 2017. Access to these interim materials will
eventually be offered for a fee in order to recoup some
of the costs of preparation. My hypercontext button
invention which, instead of creating a hypertext leap
through hyperspace —resulting in navigation problems—
allows for an utter alteration of the context within
which one is experiencing a specific content already
being viewed, is claimed as proprietary to Austin
Meredith — and therefore freely available for use by
all. Limited permission to copy such files, or any
material from such files, must be obtained in advance
in writing from the “Stack of the Artist of Kouroo”
Project, 833 Berkeley St., Durham NC 27705. Please
contact the project at <Kouroo@kouroo.info>.
“It’s all now you see. Yesterday won’t be over until
tomorrow and tomorrow began ten thousand years ago.”
– Remark by character “Garin Stevens”
in William Faulkner’s INTRUDER IN THE DUST

Prepared: October 6, 2017
“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project
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ARRGH AUTOMATED RESEARCH REPORT
GENERATION HOTLINE

This stuff presumably looks to you as if it were generated by a
human. Such is not the case. Instead, someone has requested that
we pull it out of the hat of a pirate who has grown out of the
shoulder of our pet parrot “Laura” (as above). What these
chronological lists are: they are research reports compiled by
ARRGH algorithms out of a database of modules which we term the
Kouroo Contexture (this is data mining). To respond to such a
request for information we merely push a button.
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Commonly, the first output of the algorithm has obvious
deficiencies and we need to go back into the modules stored in
the contexture and do a minor amount of tweaking, and then we
need to punch that button again and recompile the chronology —
but there is nothing here that remotely resembles the ordinary
“writerly” process you know and love. As the contents of this
originating contexture improve, and as the programming improves,
and as funding becomes available (to date no funding whatever
has been needed in the creation of this facility, the entire
operation being run out of pocket change) we expect a diminished
need to do such tweaking and recompiling, and we fully expect
to achieve a simulation of a generous and untiring robotic
research librarian. Onward and upward in this brave new world.
First come first serve. There is no charge.
Place requests with <Kouroo@kouroo.info>. Arrgh.

