
“WE NEED TO DO THINGS AT THE VERY MOMENT

WHEN THEY OUGHT TO BE DONE”1

1.This is the sad wisdom which Professor Du Bois derives, at the very end of his study of the long struggle to suppress the 
international slave trade.

Du Bois, W.E. Burghardt. THE SUPPRESSION OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE TO THE UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA 1638-1870. Harvard Historical Studies, NY: Longmans, Green, and Co., 1896

“It behooves the United States, therefore, in the 
interest both of scientific truth and of future social 
reform, carefully to study such chapters of her history 
as that of the suppression of the slave-trade. The most 
obvious question which this study suggests is: How far 
in a State can a recognized moral wrong safely be 
compromised? And although this chapter of history can 
give us no definite answer suited to the ever-varying 
aspects of political life, yet it would seem to warn any 
nation from allowing, through carelessness and moral 
cowardice, any social evil to grow. No persons would 
have seen the Civil War with more surprise and horror 
than the Revolutionists of 1776; yet from the small and 
apparently dying institution of their day arose the 
walled and castled Slave-Power. From this we may 
conclude that it behooves nations as well as men to do 
things at the very moment when they ought to be done.”

— W.E. Burghardt Du Bois, 1896

 Curtin, Philip D. and Herbert S. Klein. RECORDS OF SLAVE SHIP MOVEMENT BETWEEN AFRICA AND THE AMERICAS, 
1817-1843. 2nd DPLS ed., 1973, 1997. Madison WI: Data and Program Library Service
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Yet another battle involving our favorite pushy people: the war between Rome and Macedonia came to 
completion with the decisive defeat of the Macedonian King Perseus by the Roman General Lucius Aemilius 
Paulus at Pydna, resulting in the destruction of that monarchy and the creation of the Pax Romana. The legions 
of Rome would bring home so much plunder that Roman citizens would be relieved of direct taxation. An 
intriguing factoid about booty, or boody: an enslaved female Macedonian would turn out to be considered by 
the Roman public to be 50 times more valuable than a male.

168 BCE
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Vikings were selling slaves from all over Europe, to the Muslims of the eastern Mediterranean. Voyages of 
Ohthere to the White Sea and the Baltic.2

Voyages of Ohthere to the White Sea and the Baltic, in the Ninth
Century.3

Some of the Norwegian chieftains, who were dissatisfied with the
usurpation of supreme authority by Harold, took refuge in
England, where Alfred had recently settled many of the
vanquished Danes and Nordmen in the northern part of his
dominions, which had been almost entirely depopulated and laid
waste, by their long-continued and destructive ravages. Among
these was one Ohthere, who had made himself famous by his voyages
to unknown parts of the north, and who was invited to court by
Alfred, to give an account of the discoveries and observations
he had made during his unusual expeditions. This person had been
a chief of some note in his own country, and dwelt at a place
which he called Halgoland, supposed by some to have been in
Numadalen, while others say in Nordland, the most northerly p
province of Norway proper. In the succeeding paragraph, he is
said to have dwelt opposite to the West Sea, and as Alfred only
uses the word sea to denote a confined expanse or narrow channel,
while he calls the ocean Garsecg, it seems highly probable,
that, by the West Sea, the west ford was intended,—a channel or
strait which divides the Luffoden islands from the coast of
Nordland, which would clearly place the residence of Ohthere in
this northern province. The account which he gave of his voyages
to his royal patron, is as follows.
Ohthere told his lord King Alfred, that lie lived to the north
of all the Nordmen or Norwegians; and that he dwelt in that land
to the northward, opposite to the west sea; and that all the
land to the north of that sea is waste and uninhabited except
in a few places, to which the Finans4 or Fins repair in winter
for hunting and fowling, and for fishing in the summer. Being
desirous to ascertain how far this country extended towards the
north, and whether there were any inhabitants beyond these
wastes, he proceeded by sea due north from his own habitation,
leaving the desert land all the way on the starboard or right-
hand, and the wide sea on the larboard or left-hand of his
course. After three days sail, he was as far north as the whale-
hunters ever go5; and then proceeded in his course due north for

800 CE

2. A GENERAL HISTORY AND COLLECTION OF VOYAGES AND TRAVELS, ARRANGED IN SYSTEMATIC ORDER: FORMING A COMPLETE 
HISTORY OF THE ORIGIN AND PROGRESS OF NAVIGATION, DISCOVERY, AND COMMERCE, BY SEA AND LAND, FROM THE EARLIEST 
AGES TO THE PRESENT TIME. BY ROBERT KERR, F.R.S. & F.A.S. EDIN. ILLUSTRATED BY MAPS AND CHARTS. William Blackwood, 
Edinburgh: And T. Cadell, London. 1824. Volume I, Section II.
3. Anglo-Saxon Version of Orosius, by Alfred the Great, translated by Daines Barrington, p. 9.—Langebeck, Script. Dan. II. 106-
118.— Forster, Voy. and Disc. in the North, p. 53.
4. Ohthere here calls the inhabitants of the desert Fins, and it would appear that the Laplanders are actually Fins, or Finlanders; the 
name of Laps or Laplanders being of modern origin, and the Danes and Norwegians still call this country Finmark.—Forst
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other three days, when he found the land, instead of stretching
due north, as hitherto6, to trend from thence towards the east.
Whether the sea there lies within the land, he knew not7, as he
only waited for a west wind, and then sailed near that land
eastwards, as far as he could, in four days; as he found the
direction of the coast then to change to due south, he waited
for a north wind, and then sailed due south as far as be could
in five days.
In this land he found a large river, at the mouth of which he
lay to, as he could not proceed much farther, on account of the
inhabitants being hostile. All the land on one side of this river
was inhabited, and tolerably well cultivated, but he had not met
with any inhabitants till now, since he left his own country;
the whole land on his right being a desert, and without
inhabitants, except the fishers, fowlers, and hunters, before-
mentioned, who were all Fins; and the open sea lay on his left
hand during his whole voyage. The Beormas8, indeed, had well
peopled their country, for which reason he did not venture to
enter upon it; and the land of the Terfenna9, which he had passed
hitherto, was all a desert, with the exception of the hunters
and fishers already mentioned.
The Beormas told him many particulars about their land, and of
the neighbouring countries; but he could not rely on their
accounts, as he had no opportunity of seeing with his own eyes,
but it seemed to him that the Beormas and Fins spoke the same
language10. Ohthere stated, that his motive for this expedition,
besides some little curiosity to explore these countries, which
were unknown to his countrymen, was principally in pursuit of
horse-whales11, which are valuable, because their tusks are
excellent ivory, some of which he brought to the king, and
because their hides serve for making into ropes for ships. This
species of the whale is much smaller than the other kind, being

5. In former translations of Alfred, this passage is rendered as follows: "He was within three days sail of being as far north as the 
whale-hunters ever go." This expression is vague and ambiguous, and rather means that the residence from whence he set out was 
within three days sail, &c.; whereas the next member of the same sentence distinctly indicates a preceding three days sail, as in the 
adopted translation.—E.
6. This is not quite accurate, as the coast of Norway, in the course of Ohthere, stretches N.N.E. He was now arrived at the North 
Cape, whence the coast towards the White Sea trends E. and by N.—E.
7. This doubt, of whether the sea lies within the land or not, probably refers to the numerous inlets or fiords along the whole coast 
of Norway and Finmark, and may mean, that he did not examine whether the land might not be parcelled out into innumerable 
islands.—E.
8. The Beormas are the Biarmians or Permians of the northern writers; and Perm or Permia is still mentioned among the numerous 
titles of the emperors of Russia.—Forat.
9. The Terfennas are mentioned as different from the Scrite-fennas. These were distinguished by Guido, the geographer of Ravenna, 
in the seventh century, into Rerefinni and Scritifinni. The latter lived entirely by hunting, and wore snow-shoes in winter, called 
Schrit. The former subsisted on their herds of rein-deer, and perhaps ought to have been therefore called Rene-finni. The name in 
the text ought perhaps to have been Rhane-fenna, as he tells us they had rein-deer, and employed decoy deer to catch the wild. 
Perhaps Fer-fenna, from their travelling in sledges; from farra, to travel in a carriage.—Forst.
10. It is highly probable, from this remark, in which Ohthere could not be mistaken, as it will appear in the sequel that he must have 
been perfectly well acquainted with the Fins, that the Biarmians were a branch of the great Finnish stock. The principal difference 
seems to have been, that the Fins continued to be wandering hunters and herdsmen, while the Beormas or Biarmians had advanced 
to the state of fixed cultivators of the soil. They had likewise an idol called Jomala, which is still the name of one of the deities of 
the Finlanders.—Forst.
11. The morse is here named horse-whale by king Alfred, with infinitely greater propriety than the appellation of sea-horse, which 
long prevailed in our language. The tusks of this animal are still considered as excellent ivory, and are peculiarly valuable for the 
construction of false teeth; and leather made from the hide is still used in Russia for coach-harness, but stretches more when wet 
than any other leather.—Forst.
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seldom more than seven ells in length; while the other species
is often forty-eight ells long, and sometimes even fifty. In
this country was the best whale-fishing that Ohthere had ever
seen, the whales being so numerous, that he was one of six who
killed threescore in three days12.
Ohthere was a very rich man in those things which are considered
as valuable in his country, and possessed, at the time when he
came to the king, six hundred tame deer, none of which he had
bought; besides which, he had six decoy deer, which are much in
request among the Fins, as by means of them, they are enabled
to catch wild deer. Yet, though one of the richest men in these
parts, he had only twenty head of cattle, twenty sheep, and
twenty swine; and what little land he had in tillage was ploughed
by horses. The principal wealth of the Norman chiefs in that
country consisted in tribute exacted from the Fins; being paid
in skins of wild beasts, feathers, whalebone, cables and ropes
for ships, made from the hides of whales or seals. Every one
pays in proportion to his substance: the wealthiest paying the
skins of fifteen martins, five rein-deer skins, and one bear-
skin, a coat or cloak made of bear-skin or otters skins, and two
cables or ship ropes of sixty ells long each, one of which is
made of whale hide, and the other from the skins of seals.
According to the description given to the king by Ohthere,
Northmanna-land, or Norway, is very long and narrow, all the
land which is fit for pasture or tillage being on the seacoast,
which is very rocky in some places. To the east of this, and
parallel to the cultivated land, there are wild and huge
mountains and moors, which are inhabited by the Fins. The
cultivated land is broadest in the south13, where it is sixty
miles broad, and in some places more; about the middle of the
country, it is perhaps thirty miles broad, or somewhat more; and
where it is narrowest in the north, it is hardly more than three
miles from the sea to the moors. In some places, the moors are
so extensive that a man can hardly travel across them in a
fortnight, and in other places perhaps in six days.
Opposite to the south part of this country is Sueoland14, or
Sweden, on the other side of the moors, and opposite to its
northern part is Cwenland. The Cwens sometimes pass the moors
and mountains to invade and plunder the country of the Normans;
who likewise sometimes retaliate, by crossing over to spoil
their land. In these moors, there are some very large meres or
lakes of fresh water, and the Cwenas15 sometimes carry their
small light ships over land into these lakes, and employ them
to facilitate their depredations on the Nordmen. Ohthere says,
that the shire or district which he inhabited is called
Halgoland, and that there were no inhabitants beyond him to the
north. There is likewise a port in the southern land, which is

12. It would appear, from the vast number killed, that this successful fishing must refer to the morse or horse-whale, not to the 
ordinary large whale.—E.
13. In the original, the broad and comparatively fertile part of Norway is said to be in the east: the correction adopted in the text is 
obvious and necessary.—E.
14. In former translations, this passage is: "opposite to this land, to the south, is Sueoland." The alteration in the text removes the 
ambiguity—E.
15. Cwenland and the Cwenas appear to refer to Lapmark, and its inhabitants, the Finlanders.—Forst.
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called Sciringes-heal16, which no one could reach in a month's
sailing, even with a fair wind, at least if he lay to at night.
During this voyage, the navigator must sail near the land, or
make a coasting voyage along the coast of Norway towards the
south, having Iraland17, and the islands which are between that
country and Norway, on his right hand; for this country
continues all the way on the left hand of the navigator, from
Halgoland to Sciringes-heal. As he proceeds again to the
northward, a great sea to the south of Sciringes-heal runs up
into this land, and that sea is so wide, that a person cannot
see across it. Gotland18 is opposite on the other side, or right-
hand; and afterwards the sea of Sillende19 lies many miles up in
that country.
Ohthere farther says, that he sailed in five days from
Sciringes-heal to that port which is called Haethum 20, which
lies between Winedum, Seaxun, and Anglen, and makes part of
Dene. When he sailed to this place from Sciringes-heal, Dene,
or Denmark, was on his left, and on his right was a wide sea for
three days; as were also on his right, two days before he came
to Haethum, Gotland, Sillende, and many other islands, which
were inhabited by the Angles before they came to Britain; and
during these two days, the islands belonging to Denmark were on
his left hand.

16. See Sect. iii. p. 12, in which this place is supposed by Mr J. R. Forster to have been where Stockholm now is.
17. Iraland obviously here means Scotland, with the Faro, Shetland, and Orkney islands.—E.
18. This is plainly the isle of Gothland.—E.
19. Apparently the Baltic proper is here called the sea of Sillende, and may have been named from the isle of Zeeland. Yet in this 
passage it seems to refer to the gulf of Bothnia, as running far up into the country.—E.
20. See Sect. iii. p. 14, in which Forster endeavours to fix this place at Aarhuus in Jutland.
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From the middle of the 9th century until 1831 all Muslim kingdoms would be purchasing white male slaves, 
mainly Turkish prisoners and Circassians from Russia, the Caucasus and central Asia, and forming them into 
regiments of guards known as Mamelukes. The Mamelukes, from the Arabic term mamluk meaning “owned,” 
like the Praetorian Guard at Rome, would soon begin to exert considerable influence over affairs of state.

At approximately this point, Arabs were perfecting the astrolabe. Henceforth, at midday at sea each day on 
which the sun would be visible, every ship’s captain could be observed taking his ship’s location with this 
instrument, and then calculating the ship’s latitude with the help of tables:

The captain’s observations would be being checked against major errors by the ship’s mate, using the older 
and less accurate cross staff:

The ship’s current speed would of course be checked with a log on a knotted cord thrown out behind the ship, 
paying out the cord for the duration of an upturned sand-glass.

850 CE
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Thessalonica was plundered by the Saracen Corsair Leo of Tripoli, who carried away 20,000 as slaves.

904 CE
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Jewish merchants known as the Radanites were offering white females as slaves in the marketplace at Mainz, 
as well as at slave markets in the Orient. These women were being exchanged, typically, for spices, aloe, musk, 
pearls, and precious stones.

Birth of physicist, mathematician, and traveler Al-Biruni, whose HISTORY OF INDIA would introduce Hindu 
numerals to the Arab world.

In England, the Thames River greatly overflowed and many drowned.

THE TASK OF THE HISTORIAN IS TO CREATE HINDSIGHT WHILE 
INTERCEPTING ANY ILLUSION OF FORESIGHT. NOTHING A HUMAN CAN 

SEE CAN EVER BE SEEN AS IF THROUGH THE EYE OF GOD. THE 
UNIVERSITY OF COLORADO’S CENTER OF THE AMERICAN WEST HAS 
AS ITS OFFICIAL MOTTO “TURNING HINDSIGHT INTO FORESIGHT” — 

WHICH INDICATES THAT ONLY PANDERERS ARE WELCOME THERE.
IN A BOOK THAT IS SUPPOSED TO BE ABOUT HISTORY, ISSUED BY 

RANDOM HOUSE IN 2016, I FIND THE PHRASE “LOOKED UPON FROM 
THE BIRD’S-EYE VIEW OF HISTORY, ....” ONLY A MERE STORYTELLER, 

NEVER A HISTORIAN, COULD HAVE PENNED SUCH A PHRASE — 
BECAUSE NO BIRD HAS EVER FLOWN OVER HISTORY.

973 CE
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From some time late in the 14th century, exact date as yet undetermined, until 1826, the core of the Ottoman 
Empire’s standing army would be the Janisaries, organized either by Orkhan or Murad I. These Janisaries 
(from the Turkish term yenicheri, “recruits” or “new troops”) originally had been prisoners of war, but the 
main source of such Janisaries would come to be Christian boys who either had been taken prisoner in war or 
had been forwarded as tribute slaves by subject states. The Janisaries, like the Praetorian Guard at Rome and 
like the castrated Mamelukes, would soon begin to exert considerable influence over affairs of state.

14TH CENTURY

1358
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March 1: Murad II, Ottoman Sultan, attacked Salonika. The city was carried by storm. The inhabitants and the 
Venetian garrison were massacred. The city’s churches would be converted into mosques. The survivors of the 
city’s population would be sold into slavery.

15TH CENTURY

1430
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Cosimo, son of Giovanni de Medici, who had been expelled by the Albizzi, returned to Florence. Until 1537, 
the elder branch of the Medici at Florence would be made up of: Cosimo the Elder (1434-1464), Piéro de 
Medici (1464-1469), and Lorenzo the Magnificent (1469-1492).

Black slaves21 were brought to Portugal by a caravel returning from Africa.

1434

21. Clearly, there’s a terminology problem here. In an effort to resolve this terminology issue, at the Republican National 
Convention in New York City in August 2004, these people would be referred to by the Republican candidate to the US Senate from 
Indiana as “involuntary immigrants.”
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Sugar production began in the Iberian peninsula and on the Iberian-controlled islands off the coast of Africa 
(Madeiras, Sao Thome, the Cape Verde Islands, and the Canaries), utilizing primarily African slaves.

1440
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 Portuguese sailors entered the international slave trade, with African negroes at Cape Blanc. African slaves 
were sold in the market at Lisbon. (By 1901, about 10,000,000 Africans would have been transported to 
Europe.)

1441

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY

HDT WHAT? INDEX
From this year until 1496, Naples would be being ruled by the House of Aragon.

Prince Henry the Navigator ordered that the Moors who had been captured and enslaved by a Portuguese 
officer, Antam Goncalves, were to be returned to Africa. The Moors exchanged ten African slaves and some 
gold dust for their fellow countrymen. The Portuguese constructed forts on the coast of Africa and established 
a thriving trade in slaves. The first African slaves in the New World were slaves from Spain and Portugal.

1442
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Pope Nicholas V authorized the Portuguese to “attack, subject, and reduce to perpetual slavery the Saracens, 
pagans and other enemies of Christ southward from Cape Bajador and Non, including all the coast of Guinea.”

1450
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Sugar cane was planted on the island of Sao Thome and slaves were transported from the kingdom of Benin 
and other African countries to work in the cane fields.

1490
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February 2, Sunday (1493, Old Style): The 1st convoy of 12 ships bearing 500 Carib native Americans Christopher 
Columbus had taken in wars with the Caciques departed from the large island that Columbus had redesignated 
La Isla Española or Hispaniola (the one the Tainos termed Haiti). They were to be sold as slavery in Seville, 
Spain. Queen Isabella would suspend the royal order for their sale and request an inquiry into the lawfulness 
of the sale. Theologians would differ on the lawfulness of the sale. The Caribs eventually would be shipped 
back to their home.

1494
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February 24, Tuesday (1494, Old Style): The 2d convoy of 4 ships bearing native Americans destined for the slave 
market of Seville, Spain, departed from the island of Española began with 500 selected healthy young people, 
but 200 of the 500 would need to be thrown into the sea during the trip because they had died, or were dying. 
What now remains of this Caribbean grouping known as the Arawak? –The word “hammock.”

“...The conflicts of Europeans with American-Indians, 
Maoris and other aborigines in temperate regions ... 
if we judge by the results we cannot regret that such 
wars have taken place ... the process by which the 
American continent has been acquired for European 
civilization [was entirely justified because] there 
is a very great and undeniable difference between 
the civilization of the colonizers and that of the 
dispossessed natives....”

— Bertrand Russell,
THE ETHICS OF WAR, January 1915

1495
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The Spanish shipped some 600 Caribs to Spain to be sold as slaves.

February: Captain Sebastian Cabot sailed to North America (there is some controversy as to exactly where John and 
his son Sebastian landed on their voyages) and returned with “three Sauages, which Cabot brought home and 
presented vnto the king, in the 14th yeere of his reigne, as followeth: ‘This yeere also were brought vnto the 
king three  men taken in the Newfound Island that before I spake of: These were clothed in beasts’ skins & did 
eat raw flesh, and spake such speach that no man could vnderstand them, and in their demeanour like to bruite 
beastes, whom the king kept a time after. Of the which vpon two yeeres after, I saw these two appairelled after 
the maner of Englishmen, in Westminster pallace, which that time I could not discerne from Englishmen, til I 
was learned what they were; but as for speach, I heard none of them vtter one word.’”
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HDT WHAT? INDEX
When African slaves were introduced into Hispaniola at Santo Domingo by Spanish settlers, this was the 1st 
importation of African slaves into the Americas.

“When one is happy in forgetfulness, 
facts get forgotten.”

— Robert Pen Warren, 1961
THE LEGACY OF THE CIVIL WAR

Summer: Gaspar de Corte-Real of Portugal kidnapped 57 Newfoundlanders from along the coast, to be sold as slavery. 
These captives, and Gaspar, would drown when the ship sank. A 2d vessel would however reach Portugal with 
seven Newfoundlanders to be sold.

“...The conflicts of Europeans with American-Indians, 
Maoris and other aborigines in temperate regions ... 
if we judge by the results we cannot regret that such 
wars have taken place ... the process by which the 
American continent has been acquired for European 
civilization [was entirely justified because] there 
is a very great and undeniable difference between 
the civilization of the colonizers and that of the 
dispossessed natives....”

— Bertrand Russell,
THE ETHICS OF WAR, January 1915

16TH CENTURY
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HDT WHAT? INDEX
At Florence, Piero Soderini got elected Gonfalionere.

Italians enlivened a Roman comedy staged at Ferrara with intermissions featuring satyrs chasing wild beasts 
and soldiers doing sword dances. Said a contemporary critic, “Neither the verses nor the voices struck me as 
very good, but the Moorish dances between the acts were very well danced.” Those “Moorish” dances were 
probably morisca, a kind of Spanish sword dance that was popular with both soldiers and common folk.

A group of Sephardic Jews gained a monopoly over Brazil’s nascent cane sugar industry and established the 
foundation for its rum trade, putting the converso Fernao de Noronha in position as Brazil’s first governor. 
Slaves would be imported from Africa to labor on Brazilian and Caribbean sugar plantations.

THE BOOK OF PRIVILEGES: A collection of agreements between Admiral of the Oceans Cristóbal Colón and 
the King and Queen of Spain at the beginning of his 4th and final voyage. From this year into 1504 Columbus 
would be reaching what was to become Honduras, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, Panama, and Colombia.
The Admiral’s ships would pass near St. Vincent and nearby smaller islands of The Grenadines but make no 
attempt to settle Europeans there.

Nicolas de Ovando, governor of Santo Domingo on Hispaniola, obtained the permit he needed to transport 
slaves born in Seville and other parts of Spain to that remote New World island — a permission that was being 
granted, of course, on condition that these slaves had previously received instruction in Christianity.

After Arawak slaves prove unable to survive the combination of overwork and unfamiliar Eurasian diseases, 
the Spanish start shipping disease-resistant West African slaves to the West Indies. By 1511, European 
merchants operating out of Sao Tomè and Mbanza would have turned slave-trading into big business. The way 
it worked was that African monarchs waged war on their neighbors and then marched their prisoners of war 
to the coast to trade them for glass, metal, cloth, liquor, and other manufactured goods.

It wouldn’t be just these black slaves originating in Africa that would find new lives on this new continent. 
It seems that the Europeans also would introduce, in the Lesser Antilles entirely by accident, the big-headed 
Pheidole megacephala ant, also out of Africa.
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TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY

HDT WHAT? INDEX
 Nicolas de Ovando, the Spanish governor of Hispaniola, petitioned King Ferdinand II of Aragón, known as 
“Ferdinand the Catholic,” husband of Queen Isabella I of Castile, to prevent any more African slaves from 
being sent to that island.
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HDT WHAT? INDEX
The 1st really significant numbers of already enslaved Africans began to arrive in the New World, with 
contingents of “Guinea” born slaves being imported from Lisbon to work in the copper mines of Hispaniola. 
For 360 years slavery was going to be the key labor source for New World sugar production, with at least 
9,500,000 Africans being brought across the ocean, fully 2,500,000 of whom would be deployed in the 
Caribbean area, substantially as a labor force for the sugar industry. Matthew Restall’s “Black Conquistadors: 
Armed Africans in Early Spanish America” (The Americas, 57:2, October 2000, pages 171-205) notes that 
“Beginning as early as 1505, enslaved men and women were imported in increasingly large numbers to the 
Spanish colonies, at first from Iberian kingdoms but soon directly from Africa. King Ferdinand authorized in 
the first months of 1510 the transportation to Hispaniola of 250 African slaves; thus formally began the trans-
Atlantic expansion of a slave trade that would last into the nineteenth century and bring millions of Africans 
in chains to European colonies in the Americas.”
(These were not the 1st Africans in the Americas, nor were they the 1st enslaved ones. Africans had been in 
the New World at least from 1496 when Juan Garrido, Juan Gonzalez Ponce de Leon, and others had fought 
alongside Spaniards in Hispaniola. From there they had joined the Caribbean conquests against Tainos, Caribs, 
and Aztecs. There had been enslaved Africans as early as 1503, because we have a record that Governor 
Ovando had complained in that year that enslaved Africans were escaping to join the Tainos of Hispaniola.)
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HDT WHAT? INDEX
The Portuguese captured Zafi in Morocco and began a commerce in captive Moors, Berbers, and Jews. 
Many were female, all were called “white slaves” to distinguish them from African slaves.22

1507

22. Clearly, there’s a terminology problem here. In an effort to resolve this terminology issue, at the Republican National 
Convention in New York City in August 2004 –at which the Republican Party would for four days make an effort to strip from its 
face its mask of hostility to the plight of the downtrodden and reveal its true countenance of benevolent conservatism and concern– 
these people would be sensitively referred to by a Hoosier Republican running for the US Senate as “involuntary immigrants.”

So, perhaps, this is a good point at which to insert a story about involuntary immigrants that has been passed on to us by Ram 
Varmha, a retired IBM engineer whose father had briefly served as Maharaja after the independence of Cochin. He relates the story 
as narrated to him by his paternal grandmother who lived in Thripoonithura, Cochin: “When my grandmother (born 1882) was a 
young girl she would go with the elder ladies of the family to the Pazhayannur Devi Temple in Fort Cochin, next to the Cochin 
Lantha Palace built by the Dutch (Landers = Lantha), which was an early establishment of the Cochin royal family before the 
administration moved to Thripoonithura. My grandmother often told us that in the basement of the Lantha Palace, in a confined 
area, a family of Africans had been kept locked up, as in a zoo! By my Grandmother’s time all the Africans had died. But, some of 
the elder ladies had narrated the story to her of ‘Kappiries’ (Africans) kept in captivity there. It seems visitors would give them fruits 
and bananas. They were well cared for but always kept in confinement. My grandmother did not know all the details but according 
to her, ‘many’ years earlier, a ship having broken its mast drifted into the old Cochin harbor. When the locals climbed aboard, they 
found a crewless ship, but in the hold there were some chained ‘Kappiries’ still alive; others having perished. The locals did not 
know what to do with them. Not understanding their language and finding the Africans in chains, the locals thought that these were 
dangerous to set free. So they herded the poor Africans into the basement of the Cochin Fort, and held them in captivity, for many, 
many years! I have no idea when the initial incident happened, but I presume it took place in the late 1700s or early 1800s. This 
points to the possibility that it was, in fact, a slave ship carrying human cargo from East Africa to either the USA or the West Indies. 
An amazing and rather bizarre story. Incidentally, this is not an ‘old woman's tale’! Its quite reliable. My grandmother would identify 
some of the older ladies who had actually seen the surviving Kappiries.”
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HDT WHAT? INDEX
The African traffic in people sold off toward the Americas began when Bartolomé de Las Casas, the bishop of 
Chiapas, friend of the Indians, proposed that each Spanish settler should bring a certain number of African 
slaves to the New World. Yes, all this began out of religious compassion!
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HDT WHAT? INDEX
King Ferdinand ordered the transportation of African slaves to Hispaniola at Santo Domingo to work the 
mines.

A consignment of African slaves was transported to Brazil to labor on Portuguese sugar cane plantations.
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HDT WHAT? INDEX
African slaves were imported into Hispaniola’s western settlement (now Haiti) in large numbers to replace 
native slaves who were dying there at an unacceptable rate due to overwork and disease.
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HDT WHAT? INDEX
Pope Leo X issued a bull denouncing slavery and the slave trade.

When King Manuel I of Portugal enhanced the menagerie of animals enslaved by the Pope through the gift of 
an Indian elephant, fascinated crowds of locals trailed after this lumbering monster during the entire length of 
its journey along the Italian peninsula.

At the age of 30, in addition to his university professorship, the Reverend Martin Luder became the Catholic 
priest for Wittenberg’s city church of St. Mary, named for Mary Magdalene, the Stadtkirche St. Marien.
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HDT WHAT? INDEX
King Carlos I of Spain (AKA King Charles V, Holy Roman Emperor) received 6 sihat-shaped loaves of sugar, 
produced in the Americas, from Hispaniola’s inspector of gold mines. –This was presumably the 1st sugar 
product created in the Americas to reach Europe. It was well understood that to create this valuable commodity 
it was necessary for the sugar cane plantations to utilize large supplies of slave labor. Despite the Castilian 
regent Jiminez having forbidden the importation of slaves into Spanish colonies, therefore, Carlos granted 
license to his courtiers to bring slaves to these Spanish colonial islands.
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HDT WHAT? INDEX
Enslavement of Indians in the Americas was protested by Father Bartolomeo de Las Casas. Father Las Casas, 
bishop of Chiapa, first priest ordained in America and a former planter, went back to Spain to plead the case 
of the Indians to King Carlos I. In order to release the natives from slavery, he requested that each Spanish 
resident on the island of Hispaniola be granted a license to import a dozen black Africans as slaves.

Archduke Charles granted a monopoly in the African slave trade to Flemish merchants.

A Spanish expedition commanded by Hernan Cortès introduces crossbows, cannons, iron armor, horses, and 
war dogs into Yucatan and Mexico. While superior technology, the conquest of Mexico owed less to 
technology than to the hatred that the coastal Indians had for the Mexica-Tenochitlans who raped coastal 
Indian women and boys, then cut out their hearts and ate their arms and legs.

London wrestlers meet the men of Westminster in a field near the leper hospital at St. Giles-in-the-Fields. The 
prize, which the Londoners won, was a ram. Their style was belt wrestling. Touching the shoulder, back, or 
heels to the ground constituted a fall. The area around St. Giles was among the most disreputable in London, 
and during the 1840s it was cleared to make room for New Oxford Street.
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HDT WHAT? INDEX
To replace the island’s fast-disappearing native population, the 28 Spanish sugar cane plantations at Santo 
Domingo on Hispaniola were stepping up importation of slaves from Africa, to do the cane chopping and 
heavy lifting.

Hey, that sounds like a plan! There was a problem, however, on many of these plantations in this year. 
They were being devastated by an ant infestation, “as though fire had fallen from the sky and scorched them.” 
Presumably these ants had been introduced along with some plant that the Spanish had brought in. 
(Professor Edward O. Wilson now indicates that the culprit introduced species was likely to have been 
Solenopsis geminata, the tropical fire ant.)

Duarte Barbosa, in AN ACCOUNT OF THE COUNTRIES BORDERING ON THE INDIAN OCEAN AND THEIR 
INHABITANTS described sweet oranges in Ceylon. A later book by Garcia da Orta, 1562, one of the earliest 
European books printed in India, would comment that the oranges of Ceylon were “the best of the whole world 
in regard to sweetness and abundance of juice.” Prior to the discovery that China harbored sweet oranges, 
Europeans were less accustomed to consuming the fruit and considered citrus more valuable for its fragrance.
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HDT WHAT? INDEX
Slaves were brought to Havana. This locale was on its way to becoming, like, a tropical paradise (well for 
others, if not so much for these slaves):

Lorens de Gominot acquired a license to import 4,000 African slaves to the Spanish-American colonies (this 
was, of course, for starters).
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This engraving of a tropical paradise of peace and leisure was done in 1858. Notice the slave in the left foreground, digging a hole.
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HDT WHAT? INDEX
The 1st large group of new Negro slaves (300 persons) arrived in Cuba, to be put to work in a gold mine named 
Jaugua.

THE FUTURE IS MOST READILY PREDICTED IN RETROSPECT
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HDT WHAT? INDEX
The initial African slaves were imported to labor in the canefields of Cuba.

A hurricane was recorded in St. Domingo.

At about this point, by command of King João III, Fernão Lopez returned to Portugal and visited his family of 
origin. Going to Rome, Pope Clement VII granted him an audience and forgave his Muslim apostasy. The 
maimed hermit then returned to St. Helena (the Pope hadn’t given him back his ears).

Congolese king Mbemba Nzinga protested to King João III that Portuguese merchants were “taking every day 
our natives, sons of the land and sons of our noblemen and our vassals and our relatives.” The king was a 
convert to Christianity and he alleged that the slavers were depopulating his country.

DO I HAVE YOUR ATTENTION? GOOD.
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In Arabic, "Muslim" indicates someone who gives himself to Allah. The term "Moslem," also legitimate in Arabic, is very frequently mispronounced in the West as if it were "Mozlem," which would indicate a person who is evil and unjust. Westerners who are concerned that they might inadvertently give offense would be wise to make a point, therefore, of pronouncing "Muslim" rather than "Moslem."
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HDT WHAT? INDEX
It was at about this point that the trans-Atlantic slave trade began to be organized by the Portuguese, primarily 
for supplying their colony Brazil with a labor force.
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HDT WHAT? INDEX
This year marked the crossover in which the production of sugar with the use of slave labor on sugar cane 
plantations became as economically important to the Spanish and Portuguese colonies in the New World as 
their collection of existing gold objects through military expeditions and intimidation or through the mining 
of new gold by the use of slave labor underground.
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HDT WHAT? INDEX
Sugar cane was cultivated for the 1st time in Brazil — with imported slave labor of course.

Spain banned the importation of new Negro slaves onto the Caribbean islands, from certain African regions 
(you may rest assured that the motivation for this ban was something other than benevolence).

FIGURING OUT WHAT AMOUNTS TO A “HISTORICAL CONTEXT” IS WHAT 
THE CRAFT OF HISTORICIZING AMOUNTS TO, AND THIS NECESSITATES 

DISTINGUISHING BETWEEN THE SET OF EVENTS THAT MUST HAVE 
TAKEN PLACE BEFORE EVENT E COULD BECOME POSSIBLE, AND MOST 

CAREFULLY DISTINGUISHING THEM FROM ANOTHER SET OF EVENTS 
THAT COULD NOT POSSIBLY OCCUR UNTIL SUBSEQUENT TO EVENT E.
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HDT WHAT? INDEX
At this point Brazil had 5 sugar cane plantations run with imported slave labor.
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HDT WHAT? INDEX
At the age of 20, Francis Drake had his own wornout ship, left to him in the will of the man to whom he had 
been apprenticed. At least three times during this decade, Drake, under the leadership of his cousin 
John Hawkins of Plymouth, would assist in the selling of captives from the west coast of Africa into human 
chattel bondage in the Caribbean and elsewhere on the Spanish Main.

A small pox epidemic ravaged Portugal’s Brazilian colony, increasing the need for fresh African slaves to cut 
the sugar cane.
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HDT WHAT? INDEX
Francis Drake’s cousin Sir John Hawkins (1532-1595) was doing illegal slaving in South America and the 
West Indies. This 1st English participation in the slave trade came about because he was able to hijack a 
Portuguese ship that was conveying a cargo of 105 to 300 African slaves to Brazil. He would trade these slaves 
in 1562 at Hispaniola for sugar, pearls, and ginger and make a huge profit. Drake would subsequently sell the 
worn-out ship he had inherited from his old master and join his cousin in Plymouth.

Santiago de los Caballeros in the eastern half of the large Caribbean island of Hispaniola, destroyed by 
earthquake, was rebuilt.

Francis Drake’s cousin Sir John Hawkins (1532-1595) was doing illegal slavetrading in South America and 
the West Indies. In the previous year this privateer had hijacked a Portuguese ship carrying African slaves to 
Brazil, and in this year having captured 5 Portuguese ships bearing slaves bound to Brazil he was trading these 
105 to 300 slaves at Hispaniola for hides, sugar, pearls, and ginger and making a huge profit. In the process he 
made himself Britain’s first famous slaver. His eyes were opened and he saw: black people aren’t like you and 
me, who aren’t worth money wholesale! Drake would subsequently sell the wornout ship he had inherited from 
his old master and join his cousin in Plymouth.
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Sir John Hawkin’s first voyage to the West-Indies.

The first expedition of the French into Florida, 
undertaken by John Ribald.
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HDT WHAT? INDEX
W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: Sir John Hawkins’s celebrated voyage
took place in 1562, but probably not until 163123 did a regular
chartered company undertake to carry on the trade.24 This company
was unsuccessful,25 and was eventually succeeded by the “Company
of Royal Adventurers trading to Africa,” chartered by Charles
II. in 1662, and including the Queen Dowager and the Duke of
York.26 The company contracted to supply the West Indies with
three thousand slaves annually; but contraband trade,
misconduct, and war so reduced it that in 1672 it surrendered
its charter to another company for £34,000.27 This new
corporation, chartered by Charles II. as the “Royal African
Company,” proved more successful than its predecessors, and
carried on a growing trade for a quarter of a century.

23. African trading-companies had previously been erected (e.g. by Elizabeth in 1585 and 1588, and by James I in 1618); but slaves 
are not specifically mentioned in their charters, and they probably did not trade in slaves. Cf. Bandinel, ACCOUNT OF THE SLAVE 
TRADE (1842), pages 38-44.
24. Chartered by Charles I. Cf. Sainsbury, CAL. STATE PAPERS, COL. SER., AMERICA AND W. INDIES, 1574-1660, page 135.
25. In 1651, during the Protectorate, the privileges of the African trade were granted anew to this same company for fourteen years. 
Cf. Sainsbury, CAL. STATE PAPERS, COL. SER., AMERICA AND W. INDIES, 1574-1660, pages 342, 355.
26. Sainsbury, CAL. STATE PAPERS, COL. SER., AMERICA AND W. INDIES, 1661-1668, § 408.
27. Sainsbury, CAL. STATE PAPERS, COL. SER., AMERICA AND W. INDIES, 1669-1674, §§ 934, 1095.
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HDT WHAT? INDEX
John Hawkins completed the sale of a hijacked cargo of 105 to 300 African slaves in Hispaniola.

Queen Elizabeth thus opinioned: “If any African were carried away without his free consent it would be 
detestable and call down the vengeance of Heaven upon the undertaking.” The Queen, evidently, was living 
in a world of her own, a world in which people of color respectfully petitioned “Would you please enrich my 
life by enslaving me?”28
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28. Clearly, there’s a terminology problem here. In an effort to resolve this terminology issue, at the Republican National 
Convention in New York during August 2004 –at which the Republican Party would for four days make an effort to strip from its 
face its mask of hostility to the plight of the downtrodden and reveal its true countenance of benevolent conservatism and concern– 
these people would be sensitively referred to by a Hoosier Republican running for the US Senate as “involuntary immigrants.”

So, perhaps, this is a good point at which to insert a story about involuntary immigrants that has been passed on to us by Ram 
Varmha, a retired IBM engineer whose father had briefly served as Maharaja after the independence of Cochin. He relates the story 
as narrated to him by his paternal grandmother who lived in Thripoonithura, Cochin: “When my grandmother (born 1882) was a 
young girl she would go with the elder ladies of the family to the Pazhayannur Devi Temple in Fort Cochin, next to the Cochin 
Lantha Palace built by the Dutch (Landers = Lantha), which was an early establishment of the Cochin royal family before the 
administration moved to Thripoonithura. My grandmother often told us that in the basement of the Lantha Palace, in a confined 
area, a family of Africans had been kept locked up, as in a zoo! By my Grandmother’s time all the Africans had died. But, some of 
the elder ladies had narrated the story to her of ‘Kappiries’ (Africans) kept in captivity there. It seems visitors would give them fruits 
and bananas. They were well cared for but always kept in confinement. My grandmother did not know all the details but according 
to her, ‘many’ years earlier, a ship having broken its mast drifted into the old Cochin harbor. When the locals climbed aboard, they 
found a crewless ship, but in the hold there were some chained ‘Kappiries’ still alive; others having perished. The locals did not 
know what to do with them. Not understanding their language and finding the Africans in chains, the locals thought that these were 
dangerous to set free. So they herded the poor Africans into the basement of the Cochin Fort, and held them in captivity, for many, 
many years! I have no idea when the initial incident happened, but I presume it took place in the late 1700s or early 1800s. This 
points to the possibility that it was, in fact, a slave ship carrying human cargo from East Africa to either the USA or the West Indies. 
An amazing and rather bizarre story. Incidentally, this is not an ‘old woman's tale’! Its quite reliable. My grandmother would identify 
some of the older ladies who had actually seen the surviving Kappiries.”
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HDT WHAT? INDEX
A French expedition discovered Anguilla.

For Captain John Hawkins’s 2d voyage to the West Indies and Guinea, Queen Elizabeth I loaned him a ship 
and took shares in his slave-running ventures — apparently she wasn’t herself in fear of the vengeance she had 
in the previous year called down from Heaven.
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Francis Drake got married with Mary Newman, who was not from any well-connected or wealthy family. 
They would not have children and 12 years later, shortly after her husband was knighted, he would be 
left a widower. In this year he made a 2d attempt to sell a cargo of enslaved Africans to the Spanish in the 
New World:

This time he made an agreement for peace with Don Martin, Viceroy of Mexico, but the next morning Don 
Martin attacked, killing a number of English sailors and sinking 2 of the 4 ships in the expedition of Hawkins 
and Francis Drake.
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Large-scale traffic in African slaves began between the African coast of Sierra Leone and the Brazilian bulge 
1,807 miles away.

Slave ships returning from Brazil brought peanuts, maize, manioc, sweet potatoes, and beans to supplement 
Africa’s few subsistence crops. Manioc (cassava) is very resistant to locusts and to deterioration in the field 
and serves as a reserve against famine.

Maize fueled the population growth necessary to provide the steady supply of African slaves required for the 
new trade.
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Miguel de Cervantes was captured by pirates and taken to Algeria as a slave (after a series of unsuccessful 
escape attempts he would in 1580, at the age of 33, be ransomed by the Trinitarian friar Juan Gil).

Abraham Ortelius was appointed geographer to King Philip II of Spain, with Arias Montanus vouching for 
both his expertise and his Catholic orthodoxy.
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NOBODY COULD GUESS WHAT WOULD HAPPEN NEXT
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HDT WHAT? INDEX
King Philip II of Spain sent some of his African slaves to St. Augustine. These were the 1st African slaves to 
be landed in North America.

He unified control of the Oriental spice trade eliminating the competition in the sugar, spice, and slave trade 
that had existed before his takeover of Portugal in 1580.
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May 19, Sunday (Old Style): The Spanish “Invincible Armada” set sail from Lisbon. This fleet Catholic King Philip 
II was sending against England was carrying a considerable supply of handcuffs, leg-irons, and chains that had 
been specially manufactured, in order to maintain control over thousands of Protestants the Spanish were 
expecting to sell abroad as white slaves (this expedition would fail of its purpose). Those wonderful English 
Protestants who believed in freedom were in this year forming the “Guinea Company” to traffic in black slaves 
from Africa’s Guinea coast (as you can see, the issue was one of color coding).
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North Africa’s African culture was destroyed when Spanish and Portuguese Mercenaries in the service of 
Moroccan pashas used firearms to defeat the Africans, destroyed Goa, and assisted the Moroccans in 
establishing themselves at Timbuktu. The pashas gained independence from Morocco in 1612 and ruled 
Timbuktu until 1780.

Portugal closed Brazil to further immigration of anyone except Portuguese but continued to import African 
slaves for their Brazilian plantations.
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 The Dutch entered the international slave trade. The ivory trade was so rampant that elephant numbers begin 
to decline in West Africa.

17TH CENTURY

1600
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The English adventurer John Smith, while serving with Transylvania’s Sigismund Báthory, was captured by 
the Turks and sold into slavery.
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John Smith killed his slavemaster (or so he would say), escaped from captivity east of the African Sea, and 
made his way back to England (in THE TRUE TRAVELS, ADVENTVRES, AND OBSERVATIONS OF CAPTAINE IOHN 
SMITH, IN EUROPE, ASIA, AFFRICA, AND AMERICA, FROM ANNO DOMINI 1593 TO 1629 ..., Smith would 
mention a drink the Turks called “coffa from a graine they call coava”).
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Ships need to carry cargo in both directions. They need never to be empty because empty equates not 
merely to lack of earnings but in addition to the loading of more ballast,29 which is a significant expense item. 
If ships were to be carrying something in bulk, such as tobacco and sugar, from the New World to the Old, they 
would also be needing to be carrying something in bulk from the Old World to the New. What then did the Old 
World have that was in plentiful supply, that could be had cheap because it was something that it did not need? 
People! During the period from 1607 into 1682 some 92,000 European laborers would be being transported to 
the Virginia and Delaware colonies to be sold there as chattel bond-servants, with the proceeds of such sales 
of human beings (or, to be more polite, of all of their services) allegedly going to reimburse their shippers for 
the cost of such transportation from the poverty of the Old World to the hopeful venues of the New:
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29. The problem of ballast will be explored in greater detail at other locations in this Kouroo Contexture. Suffice it to say here that 
the reason why it was economical to carry Chinese porcelain products from Canton to New England was that crates of these dishes 
could be stored low in the hold as needed ballast, and the reason why Providence, Rhode Island’s alleys are paved with cobblestones 
is that they had been brought here as ship ballast, and the reason why the original experimental ice shipments from New England 
ponds to Calcutta were made was that the ice was serving an extra role aboard ship, low in the hold as needed ballast.

The “servant trade,” as it came to be called, that is, the export
of chattel laborers from Europe, sprang up as a response to the
profit-making needs of the tobacco business, and it soon became
a special branch of commerce; these bond-laborers “provided a
convenient cargo for ships going to the plantations to fetch
tobacco, sugar, and the other raw materials available,” writes
A.E. Smith: “-[T]he real stimulus to emigration was not the desire
of servants to go to America, but the desire of merchants to
secure them as cargo.” Investors found the trade attractive. In
England, votaries of what today is euphemized as “market
principles” sold English men and women for £2 per head (or even
less, sometimes) if they had them already in captivity as convicts
or workhouse inmates. In all, some 92,000 European immigrants
were brought to Virginia and Maryland between 1607 and 1682, the
great majority being sent to Virginia. More than three-quarters
of them were chattel bond-laborers, the great majority of them
English. In 1676, it was Governor Berkeley’s estimate that about
1,500 European chattel bond-laborers were then arriving in
Virginia yearly, “the majority English, with a few Scots and fewer
Irish.” Others were brought to the Chesapeake after the defeat of
the Catholic cause in 1689, and they were for a time especially
worrisome to the colonial authorities for fear that they might
“confederate with the Negroes,” as Francis Nicholson warned when
he was Governor of Maryland.
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Between this year and 1660, 110,000-135,000 white English would be voyaging to the Caribbean — they 
would be transported mainly as indentured laborers, although some would be transported as sentenced 
prisoners.

Coal furnaces, manufactured by Hugh Platt, had only been around for seven years, and most English iron 
smelters were still using charcoal. The charcoal was usually obtained by poaching trees from the royal forests 
rather than from coal shipped from Newcastle. The royal hunting preserves were therefore being threatened 
by deforestation — and in consequence the English Parliament banned the manufacture of cannon for export. 
It must be pointed out, however, that the problem really wasn’t as simple as charcoal, and so banning the export 
of cannon could not begin to solve the problem. It was not cannon being manufactured for foreign sale, but 
shipbuilding for the nation’s defense, that was the real threat to the woodlands of these royal hunting preserves. 
The construction of one ship-of-the-line for the nation’s defense required 4,000 mature oak trees. However, 
Parliament was not about to contemplate weakening the nation’s naval defenses.

There’s a recent research proposal by Professors Simon Lewis and Mark Maslin in the journal Nature that 
proposes that we consider this year, 1610, to constitute the beginning of the Anthropocene Epoch in which our 
presence began dramatically to alter the planet Earth. Their argument they will be submitting to the 
Anthropocene Working Group of the Subcommission of Quaternary Stratigraphy in 2016 is that for the date 
chosen must satisfy two conditions: First, we must be able to demonstrate that as of this date long-lasting 
changes to the Earth began. We must be able to point to a marker of global environmental change as captured 
in natural material such as rocks, ancient ice, or sediment from the ocean floor. They term this a “golden spike” 
or “Orbis Spike.” The evidence for the first condition is that wide-scale swapping of species between 
continents, begun in 1492, was first being truly felt as of this year: “This rapid, repeated, cross-ocean exchange 
of species is without precedent in Earth's history.” The evidence for the second condition is found in core 
samples of Antarctic ice which reveal that in this year there was a dramatic dip in atmospheric carbon dioxide 
levels, perhaps caused by the sad fact that approximately 50,000,000 humans were being exterminated, 
primarily by smallpox, measles, and typhus. These people, sometimes described as hunters and gatherers, were 
actually agriculturalists, and suddenly they were unable to prevent trees from filling their fields. “The growth 
of all those trees had sucked enough carbon dioxide out of the sky to cause a drop of at least seven parts per 
million in atmospheric concentrations of the most prominent greenhouse gas and start a little ice age.” 

IT IS NO COINCIDENCE THAT IT IS MORTALS WHO CONSUME OUR 
HISTORICAL ACCOUNTS, FOR WHAT WE ARE ATTEMPTING TO DO IS 
EVADE THE RESTRICTIONS OF THE HUMAN LIFESPAN. (IMMORTALS, 

WITH NOTHING TO LIVE FOR, TAKE NO HEED OF OUR STORIES.)

1610
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Edward Harlow captured five natives in the Cape Cod region. Epenow, a sachem of Capawak (Martha’s 
Vineyard), was among those enslaved, and would later be donated to Sir Ferdinando Gorges of Plymouth, 
England — he would eventually through a ruse escape and be able to return home.

“...The conflicts of Europeans with American-Indians, 
Maoris and other aborigines in temperate regions ... 
if we judge by the results we cannot regret that such 
wars have taken place ... the process by which the 
American continent has been acquired for European 
civilization [was entirely justified because] there 
is a very great and undeniable difference between 
the civilization of the colonizers and that of the 
dispossessed natives....”

— Bertrand Russell,
THE ETHICS OF WAR, January 1915
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In this year Shetwarroes/Skicowaros was accompanying an English expedition to Maine.

The Nauset and Mashpee bands of Wampanoag, living as they did on Cape Cod, had a fresh contact with the 
pale strangers from the ocean, this time with the expedition of Captain Thomas Hunt. At this point, while 27 
of his tribespeople were being kidnapped to be sold into slavery in Malága, Massasoit, also known as 
Ousamequin “Yellow Feather,” was a young adult. Among the captive Algonquians was a young man named 
Tahendo/Tisquantun/Tantum/Squando/Squanto of Patuxet (the native village which afterward would be 
renamed as the “Plymouth” of the English people), who after being sold as a slave in Spain had somehow 
managed to find his way back from slavery in Spain to stay again for a time in London with the Newfoundland 
Company’s treasurer John Slany. Most of the other victims of this slave raid eventually would also be 
redeemed (but by Spanish friars rather than, as the Walt Disney movie had it, by monks near Plymouth, 
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Since their villages along the Merrimack River were all well inland from the coast, Pennacook indigenes 
would have little direct contact with European intrusives before 1620. At about this point, nevertheless, there 
began among the Pennacook, already devastated by epidemic, another catastrophic epidemic. To the north, 
pre-existing hostilities between Abenaki (Penobscot) and Micmac were being aggravated by competition for 
the fur trade with the new French trading posts in Acadia, and these hostilities had finally exploded into what 
is known as the Tarrateen War (1607-1615). The Micmac were emerging from this eight-year struggle 
victorious, and soon their war parties would be sweeping down the coast of Maine into Pennacook territory. 
By 1617 the warfare would have reached into eastern Massachusetts, but there the Micmac would encounter 
a new and more terrible enemy, for in 1614 as the English slavers had been raiding Wampanoag villages, they 
had infected the population with a new and extremely deadly sickness to which there had been built up no local 
immunological resistance — the dreaded small pox.

MASSACHUSETTS BAY
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The very 1st time, a long long way from the last time, that a European wrote a poem against slavery: Gerbrand 
Brederoo’s THE LITTLE MOOR.
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The British monarch allowed the “Guinea Company” to trade with West Africa: the main interest at the 
moment, however, was not Africa’s slaves but Africa’s gold.
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May 11, Tuesday (Old Style): One hundred and forty transported white female convicts were sold at an auction in 
Jamestown, Virginia against their weight in tobacco “at a fixed poundage for the crop” and fetch between two 
hundred and six hundred pounds each depending on age and condition. This shipment of female convicts 
would be followed by another shipment in a few weeks which would include 105 women and girls. 
Transported convicts were slaves without any rights during the period of their sentence.

Meanwhile, in Jamaica, slaves were being sold not against tobacco but against sugar, a quantity averaging a 
value of about £7 each. Branding was usually included in the process.

End of August: From the diary of John Rolfe, back on the Virginia coast after the death of his wife, “About the last of 
August came in a dutch man of warre that sold us twenty negars.” This first slave transport had arrived at Point 
Comfort in Virginia (not at Jamestown) a few days after the first meeting of the House of Burgesses. The 
standard account by W.F. Craven, pages 77-80 of WHITE, RED, AND BLACK: THE SEVENTEENTH-CENTURY 
VIRGINIAN, notes that this ship was of about 160 tons and that its Captain sold to the Governor, Sir George 
Yeardley, and to the Cape Merchant, Abraham Piersey,  “20. and odd Negroes.” The ship Treasurer under 
Captain Daniel Elfrith, which was sailing along with this Dutch vessel as the result of “an accidental 
consortship in the West Indies,” did not arrive at Point Comfort until three or four days afterward, and there is 
no record of any blacks having been delivered or sold from the Treasurer — though there is a record that this 
ship went on to Bermuda and there did offload 14 blacks. All standard textbook accounts of this are in need of 
revision because of the recent discovery of a large cache of early Virginia records in the Ferrar Papers in the 
Old Library of Magdalen College, Cambridge. There is reported to be in these records an item marked March 
1619 that lists 15 black men and 17 black women already living in the colony as well as 4 native Americans 
in service to the planters. Clearly persons of color were living and working in the colony well before the 
canonical date. When that famous 20 and odd people brought from Africa arrived as described above by the 
tobacco planter, there were according to the record already 32 persons of African descent present in the 
English colony and there is every reason to presume that these African persons of color were expected to work 
and work hard but no reason whatever to presume that at this point such persons would have been enslaved 
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for life or would have been treated in any particular any different than, say, your normal Irish or Scotch bond-
laborer. It is suspected that from this point forward, however, about 11,500,000 persons would be loaded 
aboard ships to be brought across from Africa, but that about 2,000,000 of these 11,500,000 persons would 
have to be thrown overboard as damaged merchandise leaving only about 9,500,000 persons to follow this 
initial consignment30 of 20 persons onto the slave auction blocks of America.

This is what Howard Pyle (1853-1911) would make of it, for publication in the Harper’s Monthly Magazine 
issue of January 1901 (Volume 102, page 172):

30. I use the term “consignment” because, according to a  poorly recollected albeit well documented clause of the US Constitution, 
a white person coming to the New World is to be considered to be a passenger whereas a person of color coming to the New World 
is to be considered to constitute a cargo item!
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That Dutch man-of-war was out of Flushing, in Zeeland. The name Jesus, traditionally assigned, has been 
challenged:

An interesting side issue: miscegenation in the USA began early, as the female captives disembarked from this 
ship had already been serviced and impregnated, by its crew.  (At least, this will be found to be interesting by 
those who find this sort of thing interesting.)

These blacks were exchanged for food because that was what this ship needed. According to tradition, if the 
Africans had not been sellable, it is likely that they would have been thrown overboard to save their rations. 
The 90 English women that were being supplied by a private company cost 120 pounds of tobacco each, 
nominally to pay for their passage.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: The Dutch seem to have commenced the
slave-trade to the American continent, the Middle colonies and
some of the Southern receiving supplies from them. John Rolfe
relates that the last of August, 1619, there came to Virginia
“a dutch man of warre that sold us twenty Negars.”31 This was
probably one of the ships of the numerous private Dutch trading-
companies which early entered into and developed the lucrative
African slave-trade. Ships sailed from Holland to Africa, got
slaves in exchange for their goods, carried the slaves to the
West Indies or Brazil, and returned home laden with sugar.32

Through the enterprise of one of these trading-companies the
settlement of New Amsterdam was begun, in 1614. In 1621 the
private companies trading in the West were all merged into the
Dutch West India Company, and given a monopoly of American
trade. This company was very active, sending in four years
15,430 Negroes to Brazil,33 carrying on war with Spain, supplying
even the English plantations,34 and gradually becoming the great
slave carrier of the day.
The commercial supremacy of the Dutch early excited the envy and

31. Smith, GENERALL HISTORIE OF VIRGINIA (1626 and 1632), page 126.
32. Cf. Southey, HISTORY OF BRAZIL.
33. De Laet, in O’Callaghan, VOYAGES OF THE SLAVERS, etc., page viii.
34. See, e.g., Sainsbury, CAL. STATE PAPERS; COL. SER., AMERICA AND W. INDIES, 1574-1660, page 279.
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emulation of the English. The Navigation Ordinance of 1651 was
aimed at them, and two wars were necessary to wrest the slave-
trade from them and place it in the hands of the English. The
final terms of peace among other things surrendered New
Netherland to England, and opened the way for England to become
henceforth the world’s greatest slave-trader. Although the Dutch
had thus commenced the continental slave-trade, they had not
actually furnished a very large number of slaves to the English
colonies outside the West Indies. A small trade had, by 1698,
brought a few thousand to New York, and still fewer to New
Jersey.35 It was left to the English, with their strong policy
in its favor, to develop this trade.

35. Cf. below, pages 27, 32, notes; also FREEDOMS, XXX., in O’Callaghan, LAWS OF NEW NETHERLAND, 1638-74 (ed. 1868), page 
10; Brodhead, HISTORY OF NEW YORK, I. 312.
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AVERY

A group of Sephardic Jews organized and became important shareholders in the Dutch West India Company 
which soon would dominate the African slave trade.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: The Dutch seem to have commenced the
slave-trade to the American continent, the Middle colonies and
some of the Southern receiving supplies from them. John Rolfe
relates that the last of August, 1619, there came to Virginia
“a dutch man of warre that sold us twenty Negars.”36 This was
probably one of the ships of the numerous private Dutch trading-
companies which early entered into and developed the lucrative
African slave-trade. Ships sailed from Holland to Africa, got
slaves in exchange for their goods, carried the slaves to the
West Indies or Brazil, and returned home laden with sugar.37

Through the enterprise of one of these trading-companies the
settlement of New Amsterdam was begun, in 1614. In 1621 the
private companies trading in the West were all merged into the
Dutch West India Company, and given a monopoly of American
trade. This company was very active, sending in four years
15,430 Negroes to Brazil,38 carrying on war with Spain, supplying
even the English plantations,39 and gradually becoming the great
slave carrier of the day.
The commercial supremacy of the Dutch early excited the envy and
emulation of the English. The Navigation Ordinance of 1651 was
aimed at them, and two wars were necessary to wrest the slave-
trade from them and place it in the hands of the English. The
final terms of peace among other things surrendered New
Netherland to England, and opened the way for England to become
henceforth the world’s greatest slave-trader. Although the Dutch
had thus commenced the continental slave-trade, they had not
actually furnished a very large number of slaves to the English
colonies outside the West Indies. A small trade had, by 1698,
brought a few thousand to New York, and still fewer to New
Jersey.40 It was left to the English, with their strong policy
in its favor, to develop this trade.

1621

36. Smith, GENERALL HISTORIE OF VIRGINIA (1626 and 1632), page 126.
37. Cf. Southey, HISTORY OF BRAZIL.
38. De Laet, in O’Callaghan, VOYAGES OF THE SLAVERS, etc., page viii.
39. See, e.g., Sainsbury, CAL. STATE PAPERS; COL. SER., AMERICA AND W. INDIES, 1574-1660, page 279.
40. Cf. below, pages 27, 32, notes; also FREEDOMS, XXX., in O’Callaghan, LAWS OF NEW NETHERLAND, 1638-74 (ed. 1868), page 
10; Brodhead, HISTORY OF NEW YORK, I. 312.
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There were 350 cane sugar plantations in Brazil, operating with imported slave labor.

Thomas Warner founded the first successful English settlement on St. Kitts.

1623
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The Dutch had entered the slave trade in 1621 with the formation of the Dutch West Indies Company. In this 
year black slaves were imported to serve on the Hudson Valley farms of the Dutch of New Amsterdam. 
By Dutch law, any children a slave bore subsequent to manumission were not born free, but –grok this!– 
would be born as the chattel property of the manumitted slave’s former owner.

1624
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Ten slaves were listed in the 1st census of Jamestown.
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An Englishman brought slaves from Africa to St. Kitts in the West Indies.41

1626

41. Clearly, there’s a terminology problem here. In an effort to resolve this terminology issue, at the Republican National 
Convention in New York City in August 2004 –at which the Republican Party would for four days make an effort to strip from its 
face its mask of hostility to the plight of the downtrodden and reveal its true countenance of benevolent conservatism and concern– 
these people would be sensitively referred to by a Hoosier Republican running for the US Senate as “involuntary immigrants.”

So, perhaps, this is a good point at which to insert a story about involuntary immigrants that has been passed on to us by Ram 
Varmha, a retired IBM engineer whose father had briefly served as Maharaja after the independence of Cochin. He relates the story 
as narrated to him by his paternal grandmother who lived in Thripoonithura, Cochin: “When my grandmother (born 1882) was a 
young girl she would go with the elder ladies of the family to the Pazhayannur Devi Temple in Fort Cochin, next to the Cochin 
Lantha Palace built by the Dutch (Landers = Lantha), which was an early establishment of the Cochin royal family before the 
administration moved to Thripoonithura. My grandmother often told us that in the basement of the Lantha Palace, in a confined 
area, a family of Africans had been kept locked up, as in a zoo! By my Grandmother’s time all the Africans had died. But, some of 
the elder ladies had narrated the story to her of ‘Kappiries’ (Africans) kept in captivity there. It seems visitors would give them fruits 
and bananas. They were well cared for but always kept in confinement. My grandmother did not know all the details but according 
to her, ‘many’ years earlier, a ship having broken its mast drifted into the old Cochin harbor. When the locals climbed aboard, they 
found a crewless ship, but in the hold there were some chained ‘Kappiries’ still alive; others having perished. The locals did not 
know what to do with them. Not understanding their language and finding the Africans in chains, the locals thought that these were 
dangerous to set free. So they herded the poor Africans into the basement of the Cochin Fort, and held them in captivity, for many, 
many years! I have no idea when the initial incident happened, but I presume it took place in the late 1700s or early 1800s. This 
points to the possibility that it was, in fact, a slave ship carrying human cargo from East Africa to either the USA or the West Indies. 
An amazing and rather bizarre story. Incidentally, this is not an ‘old woman's tale’! Its quite reliable. My grandmother would identify 
some of the older ladies who had actually seen the surviving Kappiries.”
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Black slaves were imported into Connecticut. Race slavery would be so utterly normal a part of the 
Connecticut landscape, that it would even be featured on the local currency:

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: The rigorous climate of New England, the
character of her settlers, and their pronounced political views
gave slavery an even slighter basis here than in the Middle
colonies. The significance of New England in the African slave-
trade does not therefore lie in the fact that she early
discountenanced the system of slavery and stopped importation;
but rather in the fact that her citizens, being the traders of
the New World, early took part in the carrying slave-trade and
furnished slaves to the other colonies. An inquiry, therefore,
into the efforts of the New England colonies to suppress the
slave-trade would fall naturally into two parts: first, and
chiefly, an investigation of the efforts to stop the
participation of citizens in the carrying slave-trade; secondly,
an examination of the efforts made to banish the slave-trade
from New England soil.

1629
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In Jamestown, Hugh Davis was whipped for “abusing himself to the dishonor of God and the shame of 
Christians by defiling his body in lying with a Negro.”42

1630

42. 1 LAWS OF VIRGINIA 146. Since we cannot determine, from the record, the gender of the Negro involved, and since the Council’s 
language is extreme, it may be that they were here dealing with a case of buggery.
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The Dutch settled the southern portion of the Caribbean island of St. Maarten.

The pirate Jan Janszoon sailed to England and Ireland, landing his men at various spots along the coast and 
rounding up approximately 200 people they could sell as slaves in Algiers. From this point until 1640 not much 
is known about Janszoon’s actions. We know that he had to leave Salé for political reasons, and seems to have 
been for some time in Algiers and Tripoli. There is a possibility that he was for a time a prisoner of the Maltese 
Knights.

King Charles I of England granted a monopoly on the Guinea trade to a group of London merchants.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: Sir John Hawkins’s celebrated voyage
took place in 1562, but probably not until 163143 did a regular
chartered company undertake to carry on the trade.44 This company
was unsuccessful,45 and was eventually succeeded by the “Company
of Royal Adventurers trading to Africa,” chartered by Charles
II. in 1662, and including the Queen Dowager and the Duke of
York.46 The company contracted to supply the West Indies with
three thousand slaves annually; but contraband trade,
misconduct, and war so reduced it that in 1672 it surrendered
its charter to another company for £34,000.47 This new
corporation, chartered by Charles II. as the “Royal African
Company,” proved more successful than its predecessors, and
carried on a growing trade for a quarter of a century.

1631

43. African trading-companies had previously been erected (e.g. by Elizabeth in 1585 and 1588, and by James I in 1618); but slaves 
are not specifically mentioned in their charters, and they probably did not trade in slaves. Cf. Bandinel, ACCOUNT OF THE SLAVE 
TRADE (1842), pages 38-44.
44. Chartered by Charles I. Cf. Sainsbury, CAL. STATE PAPERS, COL. SER., AMERICA AND W. INDIES, 1574-1660, page 135.
45. In 1651, during the Protectorate, the privileges of the African trade were granted anew to this same company for fourteen years. 
Cf. Sainsbury, CAL. STATE PAPERS, COL. SER., AMERICA AND W. INDIES, 1574-1660, pages 342, 355.
46. Sainsbury, CAL. STATE PAPERS, COL. SER., AMERICA AND W. INDIES, 1661-1668, § 408.
47. Sainsbury, CAL. STATE PAPERS, COL. SER., AMERICA AND W. INDIES, 1669-1674, §§ 934, 1095.
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George Calvert (Lord Baltimore) established a settlement in Maryland (he would die before he would see it). 
His sons sent two ships, the Ark and Dove, with 20 Catholic gentlemen and 200 Protestant laborers to found 
the first settlement at St. Mary’s. That colony had its first waterwheel. Black slaves were imported there, as 
well as into Massachusetts.

1634
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Black slaves were imported into Nieuw-Amsterdam.

DO I HAVE YOUR ATTENTION? GOOD.

1637
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To ensure a supply of African slaves for their sugar cane plantations in Brazil, Dutch forces took Elmina from 
the Portuguese and constructed forts along the Gold Coast.48

48. For this and other such maps: http://hitchcock.itc.virginia.edu/Slavery/search.html
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February: At the end of the war upon the Pequot of Connecticut, what had been known as the Pequot River was 
renamed the Thames, the village of Pequot was renamed New London, and the bulk of the surviving redskins 
were distributed as slaves among the tribes that had allied with the English. The English did receive a share of 
the slaves, fifteen Pequot boys and two women, and Captain William Pierce took them to Providence Island 
and there traded them off for some salt, some tobacco, some cotton, and some black slaves.

“...the merciless Indian Savages, whose known rule of 
warfare, is an undistinguished destruction of all ages, 
sexes and conditions.”
   — Declaration of Independence

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: The rigorous climate of New England, the
character of her settlers, and their pronounced political views
gave slavery an even slighter basis here than in the Middle
colonies. The significance of New England in the African slave-
trade does not therefore lie in the fact that she early
discountenanced the system of slavery and stopped importation;
but rather in the fact that her citizens, being the traders of

1638
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the New World, early took part in the carrying slave-trade and
furnished slaves to the other colonies. An inquiry, therefore,
into the efforts of the New England colonies to suppress the
slave-trade would fall naturally into two parts: first, and
chiefly, an investigation of the efforts to stop the
participation of citizens in the carrying slave-trade; secondly,
an examination of the efforts made to banish the slave-trade
from New England soil.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: In the individual efforts of the various
colonies to suppress the African slave-trade there may be traced
certain general movements. First, from 1638 to 1664, there was
a tendency to take a high moral stand against the traffic. This
is illustrated in the laws of New England, in the plans for the
settlement of Delaware and, later, that of Georgia, and in the
protest of the German Friends. The second period, from about
1664 to 1760, has no general unity, but is marked by statutes
laying duties varying in design from encouragement to absolute
prohibition, by some cases of moral opposition, and by the slow
but steady growth of a spirit unfavorable to the long
continuance of the trade. The last colonial period, from about
1760 to 1787, is one of pronounced effort to regulate, limit,
or totally prohibit the traffic. Beside these general movements,
there are many waves of legislation, easily distinguishable,
which rolled over several or all of the colonies at various
times, such as the series of high duties following the Assiento,
and the acts inspired by various Negro “plots.”
Notwithstanding this, the laws of the colonies before 1774 had
no national unity, the peculiar circumstances of each colony
determining its legislation. With the outbreak of the Revolution
came unison in action with regard to the slave-trade, as with
regard to other matters, which may justly be called national.
It was, of course, a critical period, — a period when, in the
rapid upheaval of a few years, the complicated and diverse
forces of decades meet, combine, act, and react, until the
resultant seems almost the work of chance. In the settlement of
the fate of slavery and the slave-trade, however, the real
crisis came in the calm that succeeded the storm, in that day
when, in the opinion of most men, the question seemed already
settled. And indeed it needed an exceptionally clear and
discerning mind, in 1787, to deny that slavery and the slave-
trade in the United States of America were doomed to early
annihilation. It seemed certainly a legitimate deduction from
the history of the preceding century to conclude that, as the
system had risen, flourished, and fallen in Massachusetts, New
York, and Pennsylvania, and as South Carolina, Virginia, and
Maryland were apparently following in the same legislative path,
the next generation would in all probability witness the last
throes of the system on our soil.
To be sure, the problem had its uncertain quantities. The
motives of the law-makers in South Carolina and Pennsylvania
were dangerously different; the century of industrial expansion
was slowly dawning and awakening that vast economic revolution
in which American slavery was to play so prominent and fatal a
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rôle; and, finally, there were already in the South faint signs
of a changing moral attitude toward slavery, which would no
longer regard the system as a temporary makeshift, but rather
as a permanent though perhaps unfortunate necessity. With regard
to the slave-trade, however, there appeared to be substantial
unity of opinion; and there were, in 1787, few things to indicate
that a cargo of five hundred African slaves would openly be
landed in Georgia in 1860.

February 26, Monday (Old Style): Governor John Winthrop made an entry in his journal that is now the earliest 
document we have of a trade in black slaves in Massachusetts. He noted that the Massachusetts ship Desire in 
returning from the West Indies had brought “some cotton, and tobacco, and negroes, etc.”

Since we have a record from this year that Samuel Maverick already had a number of blacks at his home on 
Noddles Island (which is now part of the general East Boston landfill), it would appear that there had been 
previous slave deliveries to the Bay Colony.

“Don’t think you are going to conceal faults by
concealing evidence that they ever existed.”

— Dwight David Eisenhower
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The current population of the Boston peninsula was 1,200 (but we don’t know whether this round number 
included or excluded Hugh Bewett, the man banished in this year “for maintaining that he was free from 
original sin”). One account has it that the arrival of the “first shipload of black slaves to the Bay Colony,” 
brought by a Captain Smith, met with an ignominious greeting in this year, in that the General Court of 
Massachusetts demanded that these blacks be returned to from whence they had been brought.49 However, 
according to the section on “Colonial Statistics” of the 1960 edition of Historical Statistics of the United States, 
Z 1-20, page 756, the Bay Colony already had a “Negro” population of 150, every one of whom had arrived 
since 1630. By this account, Massachusetts had a number of blacks equal in number to those of Virginia, and 
the demographic ratio between whites and blacks also was about the same as that of Virginia.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: The early Biblical codes of
Massachusetts confined slavery to “lawfull Captives taken in
iust warres, & such strangers as willingly selle themselves or
are sold to us.”50 The stern Puritanism of early days endeavored
to carry this out literally, and consequently when a certain
Captain Smith, about 1640, attacked an African village and
brought some of the unoffending natives home, he was promptly
arrested. Eventually, the General Court ordered the Negroes sent
home at the colony’s expense, “conceiving themselues bound by ye

first oportunity to bear witnes against ye haynos & crying sinn
of manstealing, as also to P’scribe such timely redresse for
what is past, & such a law for ye future as may sufficiently
deterr all othrs belonging to us to have to do in such vile &
most odious courses, iustly abhored of all good & iust men.”51

The temptation of trade slowly forced the colony from this high
moral ground. New England ships were early found in the West
Indian slave-trade, and the more the carrying trade developed,
the more did the profits of this branch of it attract Puritan
captains. By the beginning of the eighteenth century the slave-
trade was openly recognized as legitimate commerce; cargoes came
regularly to Boston, and “The merchants of Boston quoted
negroes, like any other merchandise demanded by their
correspondents.”52 At the same time, the Puritan conscience
began to rebel against the growth of actual slavery on New
England soil. It was a much less violent wrenching of moral ideas
of right and wrong to allow Massachusetts men to carry slaves
to South Carolina than to allow cargoes to come into Boston, and
become slaves in Massachusetts. Early in the eighteenth century,
therefore, opposition arose to the further importation of
Negroes, and in 1705 an act “for the Better Preventing of a
Spurious and Mixt Issue,” laid a restrictive duty of £4 on all
slaves imported.53 One provision of this act plainly illustrates

1640

49. A few years later this ruling would be overthrown and there would be no limit, except of course the limit of finances, to the 
number of black slaves a white Bostonian could own.
50. Cf. THE BODY OF LIBERTIES, § 91, in Whitmore, BIBLIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF THE LAWS OF THE MASSACHUSETTS COLONY, 
published at Boston in 1890.
51. MASSACHUSETTS COLONIAL RECORD, II. 168, 176; III. 46, 49, 84.
52. Weeden, ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL HISTORY OF NEW ENGLAND, II. 456.
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the attitude of Massachusetts: like the acts of many of the New
England colonies, it allowed a rebate of the whole duty on re-
exportation. The harbors of New England were thus offered as a
free exchange-mart for slavers. All the duty acts of the
Southern and Middle colonies allowed a rebate of one-half or
three-fourths of the duty on the re-exportation of the slave,
thus laying a small tax on even temporary importation.
The Act of 1705 was evaded, but it was not amended until 1728,
when the penalty for evasion was raised to £100.54 The act
remained in force, except possibly for one period of four years,
until 1749. Meantime the movement against importation grew. A
bill “for preventing the Importation of Slaves into this
Province” was introduced in the Legislature in 1767, but after
strong opposition and disagreement between House and Council it
was dropped.55 In 1771 the struggle was renewed. A similar bill
passed, but was vetoed by Governor Hutchinson.56 The imminent
war and the discussions incident to it had now more and more
aroused public opinion, and there were repeated attempts to gain
executive consent to a prohibitory law. In 1774 such a bill was
twice passed, but never received assent.57

The new Revolutionary government first met the subject in the
case of two Negroes captured on the high seas, who were
advertised for sale at Salem. A resolution was introduced into
the Legislature, directing the release of the Negroes, and
declaring “That the selling and enslaving the human species is
a direct violation of the natural rights alike vested in all men
by their Creator, and utterly inconsistent with the avowed
principles on which this, and the other United States, have
carried their struggle for liberty even to the last appeal.” To
this the Council would not consent; and the resolution, as
finally passed, merely forbade the sale or ill-treatment of the
Negroes.58 Committees on the slavery question were appointed in
1776 and 1777,59 and although a letter to Congress on the matter,
and a bill for the abolition of slavery were reported, no
decisive action was taken.
All such efforts were finally discontinued, as the system was
already practically extinct in Massachusetts and the custom of
importation had nearly ceased. Slavery was eventually declared

53. MASSACHUSETTS PROVINCE LAWS, 1705-6, ch. 10.
54. MASSACHUSETTS PROVINCE LAWS, 1728-9, ch. 16; 1738-9, ch. 27.
55. For petitions of towns, cf. Felt, ANNALS OF SALEM (1849), II. 416; BOSTON TOWN RECORDS, 1758-69, page 183. Cf. also Otis’s 
anti-slavery speech in 1761; John Adams, WORKS, X. 315. For proceedings, see HOUSE JOURNAL, 1767, pages 353, 358, 387, 390, 
393, 408, 409-10, 411, 420. Cf. Samuel Dexter’s answer to Dr. Belknap’s inquiry, Feb. 23, 1795, in Deane (MASSACHUSETTS 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY COLL., 5th Ser., III. 385). A committee on slave importation was appointed in 1764. Cf. HOUSE JOURNAL, 
1763-64, page 170.
56. HOUSE JOURNAL, 1771, pages 211, 215, 219, 228, 234, 236, 240, 242-3; Moore, SLAVERY IN MASSACHUSETTS, pages 131-2.
57. Felt, ANNALS OF SALEM (1849), II. 416-7; Swan, DISSUASION TO GREAT BRITAIN, etc. (1773), page x; Washburn, HISTORICAL 
SKETCHES OF LEICESTER, MASSACHUSETTS, pages 442-3; Freeman, HISTORY OF CAPE COD, II. 114; Deane, in MASSACHUSETTS 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY COLL., 5th Ser., III. 432; Moore, SLAVERY IN MASSACHUSETTS, pages 135-40; Williams, HISTORY OF THE 
NEGRO RACE IN AMERICA, I. 234-6; HOUSE JOURNAL, March, 1774, pages 224, 226, 237, etc.; June, 1774, pages 27, 41, etc. For a 
copy of the bill, see Moore.
58. MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL SOCIETY PROCEEDINGS, 1855-58, page 196; Force, AMERICAN ARCHIVES, 5th Ser., II. 769; 
HOUSE JOURNAL, 1776, pages 105-9; GENERAL COURT RECORDS, March 13, 1776, etc., pages 581-9; Moore, SLAVERY IN 
MASSACHUSETTS, pages 149-54. Cf. Moore, pages 163-76.
59. Moore, SLAVERY IN MASSACHUSETTS, pages 148-9, 181-5.
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by judicial decision to have been abolished.60 The first step
toward stopping the participation of Massachusetts citizens in
the slave-trade outside the State was taken in 1785, when a
committee of inquiry was appointed by the Legislature.61 No act
was, however, passed until 1788, when participation in the trade
was prohibited, on pain of £50 forfeit for every slave and £200
for every ship engaged.62

60. Washburn, EXTINCTION OF SLAVERY IN MASSACHUSETTS; Haynes, STRUGGLE FOR THE CONSTITUTION IN MASSACHUSETTS; La 
Rochefoucauld, TRAVELS THROUGH THE UNITED STATES, II. 166.
61. Moore, SLAVERY IN MASSACHUSETTS, page 225.
62. PERPETUAL LAWS OF MASSACHUSETTS, 1780-89, page 235. The number of slaves in Massachusetts has been estimated as 
follows: — 
In 1676, 200. Randolph’s REPORT, in HUTCHINSON’S COLL. OF PAPERS, page 485.
“ 1680, 120. Deane, CONNECTION OF MASSACHUSETTS WITH SLAVERY, page 28 ff.
“ 1708, 550. Deane, CONNECTION OF MASSACHUSETTS WITH SLAVERY; Moore, SLAVERY IN MASSACHUSETTS, page 50.
“ 1720, 2,000. Moore, SLAVERY IN MASSACHUSETTS, page 50
“ 1735, 2,600. Deane, CONNECTION OF MASSACHUSETTS WITH SLAVERY, page 28 ff.
“ 1749, 3,000. Deane, CONNECTION OF MASSACHUSETTS WITH SLAVERY, page 28 ff.
“ 1754, 4,489. Deane, CONNECTION OF MASSACHUSETTS WITH SLAVERY, page 28 ff.
“ 1763, 5,000. Deane, CONNECTION OF MASSACHUSETTS WITH SLAVERY, page 28 ff.
“ 1764-5, 5,779. Deane, CONNECTION OF MASSACHUSETTS WITH SLAVERY, page 28 ff.
“ 1776, 5,249. Deane, CONNECTION OF MASSACHUSETTS WITH SLAVERY, page 28 ff.
“ 1784, 4,377. Moore, SLAVERY IN MASSACHUSETTS, page 51.
“ 1786, 4,371. Moore, SLAVERY IN MASSACHUSETTS, page 51
“ 1790, 6,001. Moore, SLAVERY IN MASSACHUSETTS, page 51
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Upon the outbreak of civil war, Oliver Cromwell joined the Parliamentary force serving under Edward 
Montagu, Duke of Manchester in opposition to Prince Rupert and his Cavaliers. 

Transportation and sale of convicts and prisoners of war would, during the English Civil War from 1642 to 
1649, become a major branch of the slave trade.

April 3, Sunday (Old Style): Nieuw-Nederland enacted a 10% duty on certain imports and exports such as slaves:

“Ordinance of the Director and Council of New Netherland,
imposing certain Import and Export Duties.” O’Callaghan, LAWS OF
NEW NETHERLAND (1868), page 31.

1642
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Perhaps influenced by Francis Bacon’s call for a compilation of popular errors, English physician Dr. Sir 
Thomas Browne offered his compilation of PSEUDODOXIA EPIDEMICA, OR VULGAR ERRORS63 exposing errors 
in medicine and natural science (the book also opposed the slave trade).

Six years later his compilation would be responded to by Alexander Ross in Arcana Microcosmi, defending 
traditional authorities (collectively these publications would come to be known as the “Battle of the Books”).

1646

63. Were such a work to be published today, it would presumably be entitled URBAN LEGENDS (because today we regard 
credulosity as a phenomenon typically centered in the urban masses rather than as a phenomenon typical of rustic isolation.
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May: Arrival, from Brazil, of the 1st cargo of slaves to be sold in New Amsterdam.64

64. This is an illustration by Howard Pyle (1853-1911) for an article “The New York Slave-Traders” that would appear in the 
Harpers New Monthly Magazine for January 1895 (pages 293-303). Its caption “the choicest pieces of her cargo were sold at 
auction...” was taken from the article.

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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William Withington took half a share in the vessel Beginning, which sailed from Rhode Island via Barbados 
to the Guinea coast of Africa, then back via Barbados and Antigua to Boston. What sort of cargo had this vessel 
conveyed from the Guinea coast to the West Indies islands? In the absence of records, we are obliged to suspect 
that it had been black slaves.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: The rigorous climate of New England, the
character of her settlers, and their pronounced political views
gave slavery an even slighter basis here than in the Middle
colonies. The significance of New England in the African slave-
trade does not therefore lie in the fact that she early
discountenanced the system of slavery and stopped importation;
but rather in the fact that her citizens, being the traders of
the New World, early took part in the carrying slave-trade and
furnished slaves to the other colonies. An inquiry, therefore,
into the efforts of the New England colonies to suppress the
slave-trade would fall naturally into two parts: first, and
chiefly, an investigation of the efforts to stop the
participation of citizens in the carrying slave-trade; secondly,
an examination of the efforts made to banish the slave-trade
from New England soil.

(Over the following two centuries, about half the American participation in the international slave trade would 
be sailing out of the harbors of 1st Newport and then Bristol — order of magnitude, that’s about 1,000 out of 
about 2,000 middle passages.)

1649
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September 4, Wednesday (Old Style): After Scotland opted to support the exiled Prince of Wales, Charles, it was 
invaded by the 16,000-man army of Oliver Cromwell, who had just designated himself Lord General of 
England. The small quay at Dunbar on the coast of Scotland having been damaged during a severe storm, 
Cromwell’s administrators had provided £300 towards building a new pier and a small harbor.

Cromwell had however been held up in Leith. For what would become known as the 2d battle of Dunbar, 
the forces of David Leslie had pushed Cromwell’s army back to Dunbar, and had almost starved the English 
to the point of surrender when on this day Covenanters among the Irish troops demanded that a spirited charge 
be made at the enemy from their stronghold on Doon Hill about three miles southeast of the town. The charge 
was a sad mistake, resulting in 3,000 slain Scots and 10,000 Scottish prisoners at the cost of but 20 English 
lives (at least some of these 10,000 prisoners would find themselves shipped off to the Massachusetts Bay 
Colony as white slaves ).

1650
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Dunbar Castle:’’If you have built castles in the air, your work need not be lost; that is where they should be. Now put the foundations under them.’’
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Here is the painting of Oliver Cromwell leading the troops at Dunbar, by Gow:

At the Battle of Dunbar, Edward Whalley again distinguished himself. Colonel William Goffe commanded a 
regiment.
In the battle, 3,000 Scots would be killed outright and 10,000 taken prisoner. Only 9,000 would escape.
Of those taken prisoner a number were badly enough wounded that Cromwell did not consider them to 
represent any real future threat, and they were released. The balance of the prisoners would be force-marched 
to Durham, and 3,000 would survive this march to find themselves imprisoned in a cathedral. Half of these 
survivors would perish in the cathedral and the other half would be sent to the New World as slaves. (Most of 
these Scot warriors transported as slaves to the New World would slide beneath the surface of history without 
so much as a bubble, but one would become an ancestor of Rhode Island’s famous jumper, Sam Patch.)

ENGLISH CIVIL WAR

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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May 28, Wednesday (Old Style): In the New England Historic and Genealogical Society book dated October 1847, 
typewritten at the top of page 378 is the heading “Scotch Prisoners sent to Massachusetts in 1652 by order of 
the English Government.” The following pages contain among other things an extract from a letter written by 
the Reverend John Cotton in Boston to the Lord General Oliver Cromwell, having to do with the 10,000 
Scottish fighters who had surrendered at the second battle of Dunbar in 1650, and had been shipped 
off to the Bay Colony as white slaves:

The Scots, whom God delivered into your hands at Dunbarre, and
whereof so were sent hither, we have been desirous (as we could)
to make their yoke easy. as were sick of the scurvy or other
diseases have not wanted physick and shyrur. They have not been
sold for slaves to perpetual servitude, but for 6 or 7 or 8 years
as we do our owne; and he that bought the most of them (I heare)
buildeth houses for them, for every four a house, layeth some
acres of ground thereto, which he gave them as their owner,
requiring 3 dayes in the weeke to worke for him (by turnes)
4 days for them themselves, and promiseth, as soone as they can
repay him the money he layed out for them, he will set them at
liberty.

1651
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The Parliamentary soldier William Edmundson rode into Derbyshire and married a young woman, to whom 
he had been contracted before. After some time he and his wife determined to relocate to Ireland, and got off 
the boat in the port of Dublin not long after the plague.

During this period, finally, through a negotiated agreement between Lord Protector Cromwell and King 
Charles I’s advocate, Lawrence Wilkinson was allowed to find refuge in Providence, Rhode Island. He and his 
wife Susanna Smith Wilkinson, daughter of Christopher Smith, would have sons Joseph Wilkinson, born on 
March 2, 1654, Samuel Wilkinson, and John Wilkinson, and daughters Susanna Wilkinson, born on March 9, 
1652; Joanna Wilkinson, born on March 2, 1657, and Susanna Wilkinson (again), born during February 1661/
62. (It would be, presumably, this youngest son John Wilkinson who would become a grandfather of Jemimah 
Wilkinson, the “Publik Universal Friend” of Rhode Island, and also an ancestor of Oziel Wilkinson the metal 
worker of Pawtucket.)

At the culmination of the rebellion which had begun in 1641 in Ireland, after eleven years of intense hostilities, 
the island had been stripped and was “void as a wilderness.” The half of the people who had attempted to 
oppose Cromwell who were still alive were reduced to eating human flesh, when they were not consuming 
carrion. The victorious English colonists brought about the sale by drovers and other intermediaries of some 
35,000 to 40,000 defeated Irish warriors, to the armies of foreign powers. This “transplantation” was in all 
particulars an Irish slave trade “to Hell or Connaught” begun after the remaining Irish had been forced to move 
west of the River Shannon. By and large these men would be able to continue in the status of soldier, albeit by 
serving a foreign master in a foreign clime, except for some unfortunate number of the more intransigent ones, 
probably somewhat less than a thousand, who could not be trusted with their weapons but would instead need 
to be reduced as common laborers on the sugar-cane plantations of the West Indies.65 As all these thousands 
upon thousands of defeated warriors were being transshipped out of Irish ports, some 6,000 Irish Catholic 
priests, Irish Catholic women, and Irish Catholic boys were in addition sent along with them for free, in order 
to be disposed of them locally, without any separate record being maintained of these civilian auxiliaries. This 
Irish slave trade would not be brought to a completion until 1657.66

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: In 1652 Rhode Island passed a law
designed to prohibit life slavery in the colony. It declared
that “Whereas, there is a common course practised amongst
English men to buy negers, to that end they may have them for
service or slaves forever; for the preventinge of such practices
among us, let it be ordered, that no blacke mankind or white

1652

65.  As a footnote, a pointy reminder by Theodore W. Allen: “It is only a ‘white’ habit of mind that reserves ‘slave’ for the African-
American and boggles at the term ‘Irish slave trade’.”
66.  When the proposal was recently made by a black reverend in Providence, Rhode Island that we should now remove the word 
“plantation” from the official state name “Rhode Island and Providence Plantations” on grounds that such a word honored the state’s 
history of human slavery, some white clown-in-denial wrote to the ProJo local newspaper and insisted that while indeed there had 
been slavery in Rhode Island, the local historical “slaves” (this clown, or the clowning newspaper editor of the clownish ProJo 
newspaper, had put the term inside scarequotes) had been merely white people such as the Irish warriors who had been indentured 
as slaves for a period of ten years. Nothing for us to be ashamed of, he trumpeted informedly!

WILKINSON FAMILY
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being forced by covenant bond, or otherwise, to serve any man
or his assighnes longer than ten yeares, or untill they come to
bee twentie four yeares of age, if they bee taken in under
fourteen, from the time of their cominge within the liberties
of this Collonie. And at the end or terme of ten yeares to sett
them free, as the manner is with the English servants. And that
man that will not let them goe free, or shall sell them away
elsewhere, to that end that they may bee enslaved to others for
a long time, hee or they shall forfeit to the Collonie forty
pounds.”67

This law was for a time enforced,68 but by the beginning of the
eighteenth century it had either been repealed or become a dead
letter; for the Act of 1708 recognized perpetual slavery, and
laid an impost of £3 on Negroes imported.69 This duty was really
a tax on the transport trade, and produced a steady income for
twenty years.70 From the year 1700 on, the citizens of this State
engaged more and more in the carrying trade, until Rhode Island
became the greatest slave-trader in America. Although she did
not import many slaves for her own use, she became the clearing-
house for the trade of other colonies. Governor Cranston, as
early as 1708, reported that between 1698 and 1708 one hundred
and three vessels were built in the State, all of which were
trading to the West Indies and the Southern colonies.71 They took
out lumber and brought back molasses, in most cases making a
slave voyage in between. From this, the trade grew. Samuel
Hopkins, about 1770, was shocked at the state of the trade: more
than thirty distilleries were running in the colony, and one
hundred and fifty vessels were in the slave-trade.72 “Rhode
Island,” said he, “has been more deeply interested in the slave-
trade, and has enslaved more Africans than any other colony in
New England.” Later, in 1787, he wrote: “The inhabitants of
Rhode Island, especially those of Newport, have had by far the
greater share in this traffic, of all these United States. This
trade in human species has been the first wheel of commerce in
Newport, on which every other movement in business has chiefly
depended. That town has been built up, and flourished in times
past, at the expense of the blood, the liberty, and happiness
of the poor Africans; and the inhabitants have lived on this,
and by it have gotten most of their wealth and riches.”73

The Act of 1708 was poorly enforced. The “good intentions” of
its framers “were wholly frustrated” by the clandestine “hiding
and conveying said negroes out of the town [Newport] into the
country, where they lie concealed.”74 The act was accordingly
strengthened by the Acts of 1712 and 1715, and made to apply to
importations by land as well as by sea.75 The Act of 1715,

67. RHODE ISLAND COLONIAL RECORD, I. 240.
68. Cf. letter written in 1681: NEW ENGLAND REGISTER, XXXI. 75-6. Cf. also Arnold, HISTORY OF RHODE ISLAND, I. 240.
69. The text of this act is lost (COLONIAL RECORD, IV. 34; Arnold, HISTORY OF RHODE ISLAND, II. 31). The Acts of Rhode Island 
were not well preserved, the first being published in Boston in 1719. Perhaps other whole acts are lost.
70. E.g., it was expended to pave the streets of Newport, to build bridges, etc.: RHODE ISLAND COLONIAL RECORD, IV. 191-3, 225.
71. RHODE ISLAND COLONIAL RECORD, IV. 55-60.
72. Patten, REMINISCENCES OF SAMUEL HOPKINS (1843), page 80.
73. Hopkins, WORKS (1854), II. 615.
74. Preamble of the Act of 1712.
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however, favored the trade by admitting African Negroes free of
duty. The chaotic state of Rhode Island did not allow England
often to review her legislation; but as soon as the Act of 1712
came to notice it was disallowed, and accordingly repealed in
1732.76 Whether the Act of 1715 remained, or whether any other
duty act was passed, is not clear.
While the foreign trade was flourishing, the influence of the
Friends and of other causes eventually led to a movement against
slavery as a local institution. Abolition societies multiplied,
and in 1770 an abolition bill was ordered by the Assembly, but
it was never passed.77 Four years later the city of Providence
resolved that “as personal liberty is an essential part of the
natural rights of mankind,” the importation of slaves and the
system of slavery should cease in the colony.78 This movement
finally resulted, in 1774, in an act “prohibiting the
importation of Negroes into this Colony,” — a law which
curiously illustrated the attitude of Rhode Island toward the
slave-trade. The preamble of the act declared: “Whereas, the
inhabitants of America are generally engaged in the preservation
of their own rights and liberties, among which, that of personal
freedom must be considered as the greatest; as those who are
desirous of enjoying all the advantages of liberty themselves,
should be willing to extend personal liberty to others; —
Therefore,” etc. The statute then proceeded to enact “that for
the future, no negro or mulatto slave shall be brought into this
colony; and in case any slave shall hereafter be brought in, he
or she shall be, and are hereby, rendered immediately free....”
The logical ending of such an act would have been a clause
prohibiting the participation of Rhode Island citizens in the
slave-trade. Not only was such a clause omitted, but the
following was inserted instead: “Provided, also, that nothing
in this act shall extend, or be deemed to extend, to any negro
or mulatto slave brought from the coast of Africa, into the West
Indies, on board any vessel belonging to this colony, and which
negro or mulatto slave could not be disposed of in the West
Indies, but shall be brought into this colony. Provided, that
the owner of such negro or mulatto slave give bond ... that such
negro or mulatto slave shall be exported out of the colony,
within one year from the date of such bond; if such negro or
mulatto be alive, and in a condition to be removed.”79

In 1779 an act to prevent the sale of slaves out of the State
was passed,80 and in 1784, an act gradually to abolish slavery.81

Not until 1787 did an act pass to forbid participation in the
slave-trade. This law laid a penalty of £100 for every slave
transported and £1000 for every vessel so engaged.82

75. RHODE ISLAND COLONIAL RECORD, IV. 131-5, 138, 143, 191-3.
76. RHODE ISLAND COLONIAL RECORD, IV. 471.
77. Arnold, HISTORY OF RHODE ISLAND, II. 304, 321, 337. For a probable copy of the bill, see NARRAGANSETT HISTORICAL 
REGISTER, II. 299.
78. A man dying intestate left slaves, who became thus the property of the city; they were freed, and the town made the above 
resolve, May 17, 1774, in town meeting: Staples, ANNALS OF PROVIDENCE (1843), page 236.
79. RHODE ISLAND COLONIAL RECORD, VII. 251-2.
80. BARTLETT’S INDEX, page 329; Arnold, HISTORY OF RHODE ISLAND, II. 444; RHODE ISLAND COLONIAL RECORD, VIII. 618.
81. RHODE ISLAND COLONIAL RECORD, X. 7-8; Arnold, HISTORY OF RHODE ISLAND, II. 506.
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April 1, Thursday (Old Style): Nieuw-Nederland Director General Pieter Stuyvesant established the village of 
Beverwyck (Albany), which after Breuckelen (Brooklyn) would constitute the 2d municipality in the future 
New York State.

April 4, Sunday (Old Style): In Nieuw-Nederland, a duty of 15 guilders was enacted on trade to Africa:

“Conditions and Regulations” of Trade to Africa.
O’Callaghan, LAWS OF NEW NETHERLAND, pages 81 and 127.

82. BARTLETT’S INDEX, page 333; NARRAGANSETT HISTORICAL REGISTER, II. 298-9. The number of slaves in Rhode Island has 
been estimated as follows: — 
In 1708, 426. RHODE ISLAND COLONIAL RECORD, IV. 59.
In 1730, 1,648. RHODE ISLAND HISTORICAL TRACTS, No. 19, pt. 2, page 99.
In 1749, 3,077. Williams, HISTORY OF THE NEGRO RACE IN AMERICA, I. 281.
In 1756, 4,697. Williams, HISTORY OF THE NEGRO RACE IN AMERICA, I. 281.
In 1774, 3,761. RHODE ISLAND COLONIAL RECORD, VII. 253.
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The Witte paert was the 1st vessel to import black slaves into Nieuw-Amsterdam (O’Callaghan, LAWS OF NEW 
NETHERLAND, edition of 1868, page 191n).

1655
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August 6, Monday (Old Style): In Nieuw-Amsterdam, a 10% export duty was established on Negroes:

“Ordinance of the Director General and Council of New
Netherland, imposing a Duty on exported Negroes.” O’Callaghan,
LAWS OF NEW NETHERLAND, page 191.
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In the period since the Irish Catholic defeat in 1652, the victorious English colonists had brought about the sale 
by drovers and other intermediaries, of some 35,000 to 40,000 defeated Irish warriors, to the armies of foreign 
powers. In addition, as these defeated warriors were being transshipped out of Irish ports, some 6,000 Catholic 
priests, Irish Catholic women, and Irish Catholic boys had been sent along with them for free, in order to be 
disposed of them locally, without any separate record being maintained. In this year this Irish slave trade was 
brought to a completion. There was no-one left unabjected, to sell and deport. The remainders of the Irish 
Catholics would have to stay at home to be oppressed.83

1657

83.  As a footnote, a pointy reminder by Theodore W. Allen: “It is only a ‘white’ habit of mind that reserves ‘slave’ for the African-
American and boggles at the term ‘Irish slave trade’.”
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Spring (1657, Old Style): Family names such as Lopez, Rivera, Seixas, deToro (Touro), Gomez and Hays began to 
settle in Newport on Rhode Island’s Aquidneck Island, and by the time of the American Revolution this 
population of Sephardic Jews would have grown to a prosperous community of several hundred souls. 
As international sugar traders from Brazil, the West Indies, Portugal, etc. they chose to maintain their 
headquarters on the island because it was a thriving peaceful commercial center with a major port.84 For a long 
time they would hold minyanim in private homes. Their first public venture would be not the construction of 
a synagogue but the creation of a Jewish cemetery. (Only later, in 1763, would they be constructing the Touro 
Synagogue of Congregation Jeshuat Israel.)85

1658

84. Rabbi Theodore Lewis, M.A.S.T.D., has confidently asserted that these Jews came to Rhode Island “because of the assurance 
of freedom of religion and liberty of conscience promised by Governor Roger Williams to all who came within its borders.” To make 
a small point, the man was President of Rhode Island, not Governor, but the big point is to imagine how Rabbi Lewis can look right 
into people’s minds, people dead for centuries, and detect their true motives. This President Williams with an international 
reputation for religious openness who attracted the Jews to Rhode Island, I might point out, happens to be the same Reverend 
Williams who, we know, had pronounced his own wife, Mistress Mary Williams, and his own daughters, to be “unregenerate,” 
which meant that after Mary had prepared a meal for her family, she needed to take her daughters and be absent from the table while 
her husband blessed the meal and thanked God, alone. Then this tolerant man would allow his “unregenerate” family to return and 
break bread together and partake of the meal. (Although this practice would come to the attention of others who would chide the 
Reverend about it, remonstrances would be to no avail. Go figure.)

What is considerably more likely is that these immigrants had heard of the code of laws that had been enacted in Rhode Island in 
1647, which concluded as follows:

These are the laws that concern all men, and these are the
penalties for the transgressions thereof, which, by common
consent, are ratified and established through the whole Colony.
And otherwise than this (what is herein forbidden) all men may
walk as their consciences persuade them, every one in the name
of his GOD. AND LET THE LAMBS OF THE MOST HIGH WALK IN THIS COLONY WITHOUT
MOLESTATION, IN THE NAME OF JEHOVAH THEIR GOD, FOR EVER AND EVER.

However, that code of laws had been written, not by the great Reverend Williams, but by John Clarke with the assistance of William 
Dyer (Friend Mary Dyer’s husband). Presumably Rabbi Lewis did not grasp that point, because he was supposing the code of laws 
to have been enacted in 1674, six years after the settlement, rather than as it actually was, in 1647, eleven years before the settlement!
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During this decade the demand for African slave labor for the sugar plantations of Barbados would be 
intensifying.

85. Some of the members of this congregation, such as Aaron Lopez, would, like some of their Christian neighbors, even some of 
the members of the Religious Society of Friends, engage in the international slave trade. After their synagogue building, in what 
had become the bad part of town, had been deconsecrated, the empty and dilapidated structure, under a caretaker who was a Quaker, 
would find use occasionally, surreptitiously, for the harboring of escaping slaves as a station on the Underground Railroad. The 
edifice would be designated a national historical site in 1946.

–When you visit, and are proudly shown the must-see “secret hiding hole” underneath the lectern, be polite, as I was, and do not 
complicate matters by inquiring whether Newport’s Jews and Quakers participated in the international slave trade. 

(When you visit the largest Quaker meetinghouse in the world, almost next door to this synagogue — ditto, do not inquire into the 
sensitive topic of why they avoid mentioning to the white tourists that this structure had for about half a century served as a 
segregated black dancehall!)

1660
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King Charles II considerately granted to Connecticut a royal charter, the one which in 1687 would need to be 
safeguarded from confiscation by Sir Edmund Andros on behalf of the current monarch of England by its being 
hid inside the celebrated hollow Charter Oak of Hartford. 

Here is a depiction of that ancient oak, as it would appear to John Warner Barber in 1836 twenty years before 

1662
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it would blow down in a storm:

King Charles II also considerately granted in this year, to a “Company of Royal Adventurers trading to Africa” 
the membership of which extended to the Queen Dowager and the Duke of York, a charter to carry on an 
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international trade in black slaves from the coast of Africa.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: Sir John Hawkins’s celebrated voyage
took place in 1562, but probably not until 163186 did a regular
chartered company undertake to carry on the trade.87 This company
was unsuccessful,88 and was eventually succeeded by the “Company
of Royal Adventurers trading to Africa,” chartered by Charles

86. African trading-companies had previously been erected (e.g. by Elizabeth in 1585 and 1588, and by James I in 1618); but slaves 
are not specifically mentioned in their charters, and they probably did not trade in slaves. Cf. Bandinel, ACCOUNT OF THE SLAVE 
TRADE (1842), pages 38-44.
87. Chartered by Charles I. Cf. Sainsbury, CAL. STATE PAPERS, COL. SER., AMERICA AND W. INDIES, 1574-1660, page 135.
88. In 1651, during the Protectorate, the privileges of the African trade were granted anew to this same company for fourteen years. 
Cf. Sainsbury, CAL. STATE PAPERS, COL. SER., AMERICA AND W. INDIES, 1574-1660, pages 342, 355.
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II. in 1662, and including the Queen Dowager and the Duke of
York.89 The company contracted to supply the West Indies with
three thousand slaves annually; but contraband trade,
misconduct, and war so reduced it that in 1672 it surrendered
its charter to another company for £34,000.90 This new
corporation, chartered by Charles II. as the “Royal African
Company,” proved more successful than its predecessors, and
carried on a growing trade for a quarter of a century.

“HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE” BEING A VIEW FROM A PARTICULAR 
POINT IN TIME (JUST AS THE PERSPECTIVE IN A PAINTING IS A VIEW 

FROM A PARTICULAR POINT IN SPACE), TO “LOOK AT THE COURSE OF 
HISTORY MORE GENERALLY” WOULD BE TO SACRIFICE PERSPECTIVE 
ALTOGETHER. THIS IS FANTASY-LAND, YOU’RE FOOLING YOURSELF. 
THERE CANNOT BE ANY SUCH THINGIE, AS SUCH A PERSPECTIVE.

Sir William Petty suggested that a condition of enslavement be imposed upon Englishmen who could be 
classified as “insolvent Thieves.” Don’t hang such persons, make full use of them. Transform an expense item 
into something of an asset: 

“As slaves they may be forced to as much labour and as cheap fare
 as nature will endure.”

One thing that could be done with such “insolvent Thieves” was to transport them involuntarily to the colonies, 
and put them to work there at involuntary bond-labor allegedly to recoup the costs of their passage. In Virginia, 
the bond-laborers were kept very much on a corn-and-water diet, supplemented by whatever they might dare 
to scrounge or steal. If a bond-laborer should be caught during one of the usual dietary supplementations, 
which was stealing a hog, butchering and smoking it in the swamp, and consuming it on the sly, it was 
decided in this year that the penalty that would need to be paid for such theft would be one additional year 
of servitude.

The Virginia Assembly discarded the English common-law rule whereby familial descent was to be traced 
through the father, adopting in its place the opposite Justinian standard, whereby the status of the child was 
partvs seqvitvr ventram the status of its mother. Henceforth, if a master got his servant girl with child, it would 

89. Sainsbury, CAL. STATE PAPERS, COL. SER., AMERICA AND W. INDIES, 1661-1668, § 408.
90. Sainsbury, CAL. STATE PAPERS, COL. SER., AMERICA AND W. INDIES, 1669-1674, §§ 934, 1095.
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no longer be necessary to prosecute the girl for her fornication and whip her, for the rule would be that 
“Children got by an Englishman upon a Negro woman shall be bond or free according to the condition of the 
mother.” The master would be considered merely to be using her services to generate another servant for 
himself to use or to sell to some other master to use. (This sort of understanding, however, had been being the 
regular practice in Virginia at least since the 1640s already. )

The 1st Virginia laws against intermarriage and against interracial sex:
“if any Christian shall committ fornication with a negro man or woman, 

hee or shee soe offending shall pay double the ffines imposed by the former act 
[which had set fines for fornication at 500 pounds of tobacco].”

“Don’t think you are going to conceal faults by
concealing evidence that they ever existed.”

— Dwight David Eisenhower
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King Charles II of England reorganized “The Company of Royal Adventurers of England Trading to Africa.”

September 6/7, Sunday/Monday (Old Style): A group of veterans of the army of Cromwell, whom the 
triumphant forces of King  Charles II had had transported to Virginia to serve as bond-laborers, met in 
Gloucester County, Virginia to conspire “for their freedom.” One thing they all knew how to do was march, 
and this required no weapons. They therefore determined upon a freedom march, to occur on the following 
Monday, September 14th. Their plan was that they would march upon the governor, and, if the governor would 
not grant them their freedom from their bond service, they would then “march out of the Country.” These 
Cromwellian veterans would be betrayed by a bond-servant named Berkenhead on the day before, Sunday, 
September 13th, in exchange for his personal freedom from bond-servitude, and 4 of the veterans, captured, 
would be hanged for having participated in such a plan.

September 13, Sunday (Old Style): The Cromwellian veterans were betrayed. In Gloucester County VA, a 
bond-servant named Berkenhead revealed the plot by white and black bond-servants in exchange for his 
personal freedom from his bond. Four army veterans who were identified and apprehended were hanged. This 
was the 1st serious worker conspiracy in colonial American history — and, the demand for equality of 
opportunity being what it perennially is, this would not be the last such effort.

The authorities declared that henceforth, in Virginia, September 13th would be a holy day.

1663
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Plockhoy’s Dutch Mennonite settlement on the Delaware was raided by Sir Robert Carr and the Massachusetts 
militia. First the women would be raped by these God-fearing Puritans — and then the men, women, and 
children who managed to survive the raid and its aftermath would be sold into slavery in Virginia and the West 
Indies.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: In the individual efforts of the various
colonies to suppress the African slave-trade there may be traced
certain general movements. First, from 1638 to 1664, there was
a tendency to take a high moral stand against the traffic. This
is illustrated in the laws of New England, in the plans for the
settlement of Delaware and, later, that of Georgia, and in the
protest of the German Friends. The second period, from about
1664 to 1760, has no general unity, but is marked by statutes
laying duties varying in design from encouragement to absolute
prohibition, by some cases of moral opposition, and by the slow
but steady growth of a spirit unfavorable to the long
continuance of the trade. The last colonial period, from about
1760 to 1787, is one of pronounced effort to regulate, limit,
or totally prohibit the traffic. Beside these general movements,
there are many waves of legislation, easily distinguishable,
which rolled over several or all of the colonies at various
times, such as the series of high duties following the Assiento,
and the acts inspired by various Negro “plots.”
Notwithstanding this, the laws of the colonies before 1774 had
no national unity, the peculiar circumstances of each colony
determining its legislation. With the outbreak of the Revolution
came unison in action with regard to the slave-trade, as with
regard to other matters, which may justly be called national.
It was, of course, a critical period, — a period when, in the
rapid upheaval of a few years, the complicated and diverse
forces of decades meet, combine, act, and react, until the
resultant seems almost the work of chance. In the settlement of
the fate of slavery and the slave-trade, however, the real
crisis came in the calm that succeeded the storm, in that day
when, in the opinion of most men, the question seemed already
settled. And indeed it needed an exceptionally clear and
discerning mind, in 1787, to deny that slavery and the slave-
trade in the United States of America were doomed to early
annihilation. It seemed certainly a legitimate deduction from
the history of the preceding century to conclude that, as the
system had risen, flourished, and fallen in Massachusetts, New
York, and Pennsylvania, and as South Carolina, Virginia, and
Maryland were apparently following in the same legislative path,
the next generation would in all probability witness the last
throes of the system on our soil.
To be sure, the problem had its uncertain quantities. The
motives of the law-makers in South Carolina and Pennsylvania

1664
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were dangerously different; the century of industrial expansion
was slowly dawning and awakening that vast economic revolution
in which American slavery was to play so prominent and fatal a
rôle; and, finally, there were already in the South faint signs
of a changing moral attitude toward slavery, which would no
longer regard the system as a temporary makeshift, but rather
as a permanent though perhaps unfortunate necessity. With regard
to the slave-trade, however, there appeared to be substantial
unity of opinion; and there were, in 1787, few things to indicate
that a cargo of five hundred African slaves would openly be
landed in Georgia in 1860.
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A Dutch fleet defeated the English in Medway River. Then the Treaty of Breda among Netherlands, England, 
France, and Denmark, by bringing the 2d Anglo-Dutch War to an end, positioned English transport ships off 
the labor-supply coastline of Africa. The English did not as yet possess shipping specially designed for mass 
transportation of new slaves, and would not possess such shipping until the mid-1680s, but of course they had 
English ingenuity, and old English bottoms which could be repurposed.

Just in case any slave supposed that he or she was going to be able to get away with anything — in Virginia in 
this year an Act to Regulate Negroes on the Plantations declared that slavemasters who killed slaves whilst 
punishing them shall not be accounted guilty of murder. Also, at least here on this mortal coil, “Baptisme doth 
not alter the condition of the person as to his bondage or freedome.”

OK, there’ll be pie in the sky when you die.
Now get back to work.

1667
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In 1641, in its “Body of Liberties,” Massachusetts had legally sanctioned the enslavement of “lawfull Captives 
in just Warres, and such strangers as willingly sell themselves or are sold to us.” At this point the Bay Colony 
legislature deleted the word “strangers” — the reason was that of some 10,000 “rogues, vagabonds, and 
beggars” transported from England, some were sent to be sold in the American colonies, and a goodly number 
of these new white slaves were being purchased by residents of Boston.

In Virginia in this year, voting rights were being removed from recently freed slaves and indentured servants. 
Non-Christians who had been brought to the Virginia coast “by shipping” were to be slaves for life, whereas 
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those who entered by land as adults under conditions of service were to serve until the age of 30.
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November: Abraham Tappan (2), a son of Abraham Tappan (1), got married in Woodbridge, New Jersey with Ruth 
Pike, daughter of John Pike. It is possible that the first of their children were born there in New Jersey, but on 
October 25, 1674 they would have Mary Tappan in Newbury, Massachusetts (and on April 14, 1677 Hannah 
Tappan and during 1681 Joseph Tappan). 

In the cities of England, “crimping” of vulnerable citizens to be shipped to the New World and sold there as 
chattel bond-laborers had become by this point in time a “fully developed” profession, one in which nothing 
was being left to chance and in which no opportunity was being left unexplored:

ESSENCE IS BLUR. SPECIFICITY, 

William Haverland was a hunter and trapper, and was accounted a
most aggressive one. His role was that of initial seducer and
capturer of the laborer. Thomas Stone, one of Haverland’s prey,
told of the experience. One day late in November 1670, he was
accosted in a London street by Haverland whom he did not know,
but who represented himself to be a native of Stone’s own county.
By deceit coupled with brute force, Haverland delivered the
besotted Thomas to a ship’s captain to be taken and sold as a
plantation laborer in America. John Steward and William Thiew, on
the other hand, were traders. Since the late 1650s Steward had
been buying from such men as Haverland such kidnap victims as
Stone, at a price of twenty-five shillings a head. Thiew, another
of Haverland’s customers during this period, in just one year
“spirited away” 840 persons. Besides the acquisition costs, there
were other expenses, for storage, maintenance and transportation,
which had to be borne by the entrepreneurs at various stages
of the supply process. The cost of holding and maintaining a
person for five or six weeks pending shipment came to £3.
Clothes provided for the prospective bond-laborer might cost £4,
or possibly a little more. But in 1649 this item was reckoned at
£3 7s. 10d.; and in 1631 the Essex overseers of the Poor “layd [sic]
out in parill [sic] for two boys that were sent to Virginia, four
pownde [sic] seven shillings three pence,” which averages only £2
2s. 91/2d. each. In cases where the merchant and shipper were one,
the cost of transporting a bond-laborer came to about £3;
otherwise, the owner of the laborer paid £5 or £6 for each
worker’s passage. The price per head of bond-labor delivered live
in the plantation colonies varied considerably in response to
fluctuations of supply and demand, but merchants could generally
count on a profit of from 50 to 200 percent on the transaction.
Until 1683, captains of ships delivering European bond-laborers
received an additional bonus, a fifty-acre head-right on each
one, a claim that the shippers almost invariably sold rather than
entering into the cultivation of tobacco themselves. After that,
the Virginia practice was followed, limiting such awards to those
who used the bond-laborers to improve the land for which they had
received patents within a limited period of time.
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THE OPPOSITE OF ESSENCE, 
IS OF THE NATURE OF TRUTH.
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The English government had in 1662 chartered a “Company of Royal Adventurers Trading to Africa.” 
At first this company had been mismanaged, but in 1663 it had been reorganized. A new objective had clearly 
stated that the company would engage in the international slave trade. To the great dissatisfaction of England’s 
merchants, only this monopoly was allowed to engage in the trade. The Company had not fared well, due 
mainly to the war with Holland, and in 1667 it had collapsed. Out of its ashes in this year English merchants 
formed a London-based Royal African Company to re-monopolize the African slave trade. Between 1680 and 
1686 this new monopoly would be transporting an average of 5,000 slaves a year. Between 1680 and 1688 it 
would sponsor a total of 249 voyages to Africa. In 1698, Parliament would open the slave trade to all and the 
end of the monopoly would mean that the number of slaves transported on English ships would increase 
dramatically — to an average of more than 20,000 a year. By the end of the 17th century, England would be 
leading the world in the trafficking of slaves.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: Sir John Hawkins’s celebrated voyage
took place in 1562, but probably not until 163191 did a regular
chartered company undertake to carry on the trade.92 This company
was unsuccessful,93 and was eventually succeeded by the “Company
of Royal Adventurers trading to Africa,” chartered by Charles
II. in 1662, and including the Queen Dowager and the Duke of
York.94 The company contracted to supply the West Indies with
three thousand slaves annually; but contraband trade,
misconduct, and war so reduced it that in 1672 it surrendered
its charter to another company for £34,000.95 This new
corporation, chartered by Charles II. as the “Royal African
Company,” proved more successful than its predecessors, and
carried on a growing trade for a quarter of a century.

1672

91. African trading-companies had previously been erected (e.g. by Elizabeth in 1585 and 1588, and by James I in 1618); but slaves 
are not specifically mentioned in their charters, and they probably did not trade in slaves. Cf. Bandinel, ACCOUNT OF THE SLAVE 
TRADE (1842), pages 38-44.
92. Chartered by Charles I. Cf. Sainsbury, CAL. STATE PAPERS, COL. SER., AMERICA AND W. INDIES, 1574-1660, page 135.
93. In 1651, during the Protectorate, the privileges of the African trade were granted anew to this same company for fourteen years. 
Cf. Sainsbury, CAL. STATE PAPERS, COL. SER., AMERICA AND W. INDIES, 1574-1660, pages 342, 355.
94. Sainsbury, CAL. STATE PAPERS, COL. SER., AMERICA AND W. INDIES, 1661-1668, § 408.
95. Sainsbury, CAL. STATE PAPERS, COL. SER., AMERICA AND W. INDIES, 1669-1674, §§ 934, 1095.
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 Dutch traders were purchasing African slaves at an average price of 30 þorins each on the coast of Angola and 
were selling some 15,000 survivors of the Middle Passage per year in the Americas — at 300 to 500 þorins 
each.

 On Jamaica, 35 enslaved people were executed for conspiracy to rebel.

In the coming race war in New England, one or two hundred white colonists would be killed and hundreds of 
outlying pieces of property destroyed from a total white population probably at this point approaching 
40,000.96

[The race war which we term King Philip’s War was] a war before
television, before film, before photography ... even crude wood
engravings were rare and printed books an uncommon commodity.
When the English and Algonquian peoples of seventeenth-century
New England went to war in 1675, they devastated one another.
In proportion to population, their short, vicious war inflicted
greater casualties than any other war in American history. Yet
a single image of the fighting survives: half a dozen tiny,
crouching figures shooting at one another along the creases of
John Seller’s map of New England printed in an English atlas in
1675. It tells us precious little.... [N]ot even Christian
Indians loyal to the English were spared; in the fall of 1675
most were removed from their towns and imprisoned on barren
islands, where many died of cold or hunger during the long
winter. Always brutal and everywhere fierce, King Phil[l]ip’s
War, as it came to be called, proved to be not only the most
fatal war in all of American history but also one of the most

1675

96. The total native American population of which they professed to be so fearful, including women and children, probably 
numbered at this point fewer than 20,000, and a very significant percentage of this native population was Christian or friendly or 
allied rather than in any way hostile.
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merciless.

Actually, to speak very coldbloodedly about the matter, the statistics indicate that merely one person out of 
every 400 would die at best and one person out of every 200 would die at worst, and such statistics compare 
nicely with today’s death rate due to peacetime automotive accidents! (A comparison statistic would be that 
four children die by having a heavy TV set fall on them in their home –perhaps while they are being thrilled 
by a videotape of “Jaws”– for every child that dies of a shark attack while swimming at the beach.) Face it, the 
genocide would turn out to be a really good deal from the standpoint of the white intrusives, despite what has 
been written about how “disastrous” “King Phillip’s War” had been. In fact, if you believe that such population 
simplifications can solve problems (I happen not to believe this, myself), then this amounted to minimal losses 
with maximal gains. 
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“The Whites, by law of conquest, by justice of
civilization, are masters of the American continent,
and the best safety of the frontier settlers will be
secured by the total annihilation of the few remaining
Indians.”
    — Lyman Frank Baum, author of the OZ books

Mr. Trust Me,

Ambassador
the White Man’s
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The intrusive culture had reached critical mass and the native culture of the Wampanoag and Narragansett, 
with their “Welcome, Englishman, Welcome, Englishman,” and with their “What cheer, nehtop,” was at this 
point doomed to be virtually extinguished. Previously, they had been the white man’s valued allies against the 
Pequots, but the fact was, the English were white and delightsome and these people were red and 
unenlightened. Uncounted thousands of the red previous allies would be offed outright and then the remnants 
would become available to be sold into the international slave trade for foreign life slavery for approximately 
£3 per head after being transported in a vessel somewhat like this one, the Brooke:

Or, if young enough and congenial enough, they might avoid all this by being resituated into domestic 
indentured service to white families, or exiled to tribes farther toward the wilderness of the interior.

[Below appears the rotting hulk of the slave ship Jem, as of the Year of Our Lord 1891 at Fort Adams near 
Newport on Aquidneck Island:]
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By this point in time the promontory known as Mount Hope in the bay of Rhode Island was amounting merely 
to a little strip of de facto reservation land, approximately two miles wide and six long. The whites of Swansea 
had even erected “a very substantial fence quite across the great neck,” Bristol Neck, which was virtually 
preventing land access by the Narragansett to their little peninsula between Narragansett Bay and Mount Hope 
bay.
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After the coming race war Captain Nathaniel Reynolds, ancestor of the Concord reverend who would officiate 
at Henry Thoreau’s funeral, would be taking possession of this one last little strip, renaming it Bristol
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The place where this King Philip doth dwell, is on 
a parcel of Land, called in Englifh, Mount-Hope, 
about twelve Miles long, and judged to be the beft 
Land in New England : And it was about thirty 
five Miles off of this Place to the Northward, 
that the firft Englifh that ever came there, 
Landed ; and by degrees built Houfes, and 
called the name of the place New-Plimouth, 
(becaufe Plimouth in Old England was the 
laft place they were at there).

An attempt was made to separate the friendly Christian
Indians from the wild savages, and some were brought
in to Deer Island in Boston harbor. Others [primarily
women and young children, and excluding any males of
warrior age] were brought to Concord and entrusted to
John Hoar, who built a workshop and stockade for them
next to his own house, which is now known as Orchard
House. This caused a furor in Concord. Many considered
the Christian Indians just spies and informers. The
town defenses were in a precarious state [due to the
fact that many of the white men were away, fighting in
the race war].
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As you might imagine, the sachem Metacom’s take on the situation differed considerably from the attitude of 
the English in Plymouth and Boston.
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Here I think that the attitude expressed by the amateur historian Reverend Grindall Reynolds of Concord is 
considerably more accurate and cogent than the attitude expressed by any of the professional historians of this 
period:

Read Philip’s pathetic story recorded in Arnold’s history
[Arnold’s RHODE ISLAND, Volume I, page 394] and you will know
how it looked to the conquered. Said he to John Borden of Rhode
Island:—

“The English who came to this country were but a handful of
people, forlorn, poor, and distressed. My father was then
Sachem. He relieved their distresses. He gave them land to
build and plant upon. He did all in his power to serve them.
Their numbers rapidly increased. My father’s counsellors
became uneasy and alarmed. They advised him to destroy them
before they should become too strong. But my father was also
the father of the English. His advice prevailed. It was then
concluded to give victuals to the English. Experience had
taught that the fears of my father’s counsellors were right.
By various means they got possessed of a great part of his
territory. My elder brother became Sachem. They pretended to
suspect him of evil designs. He was seized and confined, and
thrown into sickness and died. After I became Sachem they
disarmed all my people. They tried them by their own laws,
assessed damages which they could not pay, and their land was
taken. Thus tract after tract is gone. But a small part of the
dominion of my ancestors remains. I am determined not to live
till I have no country.”

So it is evident that life and death grapple, called
King Philip’s War, had to come. I am with those who doubt the
accepted theory about it. Our fathers excited by natural, and
for the most part well founded fears, exaggerated both the
capacity and plans of Philip. They believed that he had formed
a gigantic Indian Confederacy. This theory rested on slender
foundations. The King Philip of the annals is certainly a
creature of the imagination. The real Philip had not head
enough to plan such a confederacy, nor courage enough to carry
it into effect. His commanding influence, if he ever had any,
began with the attack on Swanzey and closed with his flight to
the Nipmucks. From that moment as a great figure he disappears.
Indeed, if we suppose the affair at Swanzey to be the
culmination of years of plotting, what further proof of
Philip’s weakness is needed? There was no preparation whatever
for defense. A few hundred hasty levies in forty-eight hours
swept his tribe out of existence. There is very slight evidence
that he was in command at any of the later undertakings.
He certainly fled for a time to the Mohawks. Had not a certain
Nemesis brought him back to die on his own hearthstone, and so
lent pathos to life’s close, he might almost have been
forgotten.
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Mary McCarthy, writing in 1946, would term Hiroshima “a hole in human history.”

There is such a hole in human history, it would seem, at every point at which an atrocity has been committed 
by some group which then “won.” For instance, the hole in Concord history which resulted from the racial 
mass murder on Mount Misery at the watershed of Walden Pond as of the Massachusetts race war in 1675-
1676, and the hole in human history which would result from the use of the Christian Dakota as hostages 
during the race war of 1863.  

Writing thirty years after the fact of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, Ralph Lapp, who had worked on the A-bomb, 
would ask “If the memory of things is to deter, where is that memory?” He would add that “Hiroshima has 
been taken out of the American conscience, eviscerated, extirpated.”

With much of their territory sold or “mortgaged,” the sachems of the Narragansett became embroiled in the 
conflict that was intensifying between the English of Plymouth Colony and the Wampanoag sachem Metacom 
of Mount Hope. However, when the United Colonies demanded Wampanoag women and children as hostages, 
they attempted to refuse.
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The following is the manner in which this sad history of hostaging is reflected in Henry Thoreau’s A WEEK 
ON THE CONCORD AND MERRIMACK RIVERS:

(Bear in mind, in excuse for Henry Thoreau here, that he did not have the unbiased, culture-independent 
historical materials available to him which we wonderful people have made so freely available today. All he 
had available were such materials as above, which he was able to cite and pay proper attention to despite their 
biased, culturally determined nature.)

At some point during this year, Peter Folger’s poem “A Looking Glasse for the Times,” of which no printed 
copy has survived, would comment upon the hostilities.

The Massachusetts Bay Colony enacted a special levy of the towns, to pay for the general race war.
There were 49 towns. The tax for “Mendham,” for instance, was £16 6s. 2d.

Daniel Gookin, who, in his Epistle Dedicatory to Robert
Boyle, apologizes for presenting his

matter clothed in a wilderness
dress,

says that on the breaking out of Philip’s war in 1675,
there were taken up by the Christian Indians and the
English in Marlborough, and sent to Cambridge, seven

Indians belonging to Narragansett,
Long Island, and Pequod, who had
all been at work about seven weeks
with one Mr. Jonathan Tyng, of
Dunstable, upon Merrimack River;
and, hearing of the war, they
reckoned with their master, and
getting their wages, conveyed
themselves away without his
privity, and, being afraid, marched
secretly through the woods,
designing to go to their own
country.

However, they were released soon after. Such were the
hired men in those days.
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In Newport, Rhode Island, Nicholas Easton died, bequeathing the sum of £20 “in country pay” and his home 
and the land on which it stood to the Newport Friends (possibly, some of the adjacent land may also have been 
acquired by purchase from the widowed Ann Easton). This repurposed structure probably served as the 1st 
permanent place of worship for the local Quakers (for instance, the 1672 debate between the Reverend Roger 
Williams and various Quakers in Newport had taken place in a Friends meetinghouse). The piece of land 
eventually would be used in 1699 for the Great Meetinghouse of the Friends.

Friend Nicholas also left “to the maintenance of the burial yard where his body lyes, one Barrell of pork, to be 
managed by Christopher Houlder.”

Dutch traders were buying black slaves at 30 florins each in Angola and were selling 15,000 per year in the 
Americas at 300 to 500 florins each. In this year in Newport, Rhode Island the public friend William 
Edmundson became the first Christian of English extraction to categorize the holding of others in slavery as a 
“sin” (this had been a totalizing declaration which Friend George Fox had always avoided). –For this new 
totalizing conviction of his, Friend William would be at first shunned, and then excluded, from the fellowship 
of Friends.

1676

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
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There were a total of 14 “Ordinaries & publick drinking Howses” in Salem. Captain Richard More and his 
wife had a “neager” slave named Judeth, possibly procured in Barbados, to help them around their tavern. The 
tavern evidently had deep drinkers among the “travailers & strangers” that made up its transient clientele, as 
during this year the old Captain arranged for a shipment of “two tonnes of strong beer” to be shipped there by 
way of Virginia. 

1677

SLAVERY IN MASSACHUSETTS

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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A small vessel brought 40 to 50 slaves from Madagascar to Boston.97

1678

97. Clearly, there’s a terminology problem here. In an effort to resolve this terminology issue, at the Republican National 
Convention in New York during August 2004 –at which the Republican Party would for four days make an effort to strip from its 
face its mask of hostility to the plight of the downtrodden and reveal its true countenance of benevolent conservatism and concern– 
these people would be sensitively referred to by a Hoosier Republican running for the US Senate as “involuntary immigrants.”

So, perhaps, this is a good point at which to insert a story about involuntary immigrants that has been passed on to us by Ram 
Varmha, a retired IBM engineer whose father had briefly served as Maharaja after the independence of Cochin. He relates the story 
as narrated to him by his paternal grandmother who lived in Thripoonithura, Cochin: “When my grandmother (born 1882) was a 
young girl she would go with the elder ladies of the family to the Pazhayannur Devi Temple in Fort Cochin, next to the Cochin 
Lantha Palace built by the Dutch (Landers = Lantha), which was an early establishment of the Cochin royal family before the 
administration moved to Thripoonithura. My grandmother often told us that in the basement of the Lantha Palace, in a confined 
area, a family of Africans had been kept locked up, as in a zoo! By my Grandmother’s time all the Africans had died. But, some of 
the elder ladies had narrated the story to her of ‘Kappiries’ (Africans) kept in captivity there. It seems visitors would give them fruits 
and bananas. They were well cared for but always kept in confinement. My grandmother did not know all the details but according 
to her, ‘many’ years earlier, a ship having broken its mast drifted into the old Cochin harbor. When the locals climbed aboard, they 
found a crewless ship, but in the hold there were some chained ‘Kappiries’ still alive; others having perished. The locals did not 
know what to do with them. Not understanding their language and finding the Africans in chains, the locals thought that these were 
dangerous to set free. So they herded the poor Africans into the basement of the Cochin Fort, and held them in captivity, for many, 
many years! I have no idea when the initial incident happened, but I presume it took place in the late 1700s or early 1800s. This 
points to the possibility that it was, in fact, a slave ship carrying human cargo from East Africa to either the USA or the West Indies. 
An amazing and rather bizarre story. Incidentally, this is not an ‘old woman's tale’! Its quite reliable. My grandmother would identify 
some of the older ladies who had actually seen the surviving Kappiries.”

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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Between 1680 and 1700, The Royal African Company would be exporting 140,000 slaves from Africa, 
while private adventures would be exporting another 160,000.

Governor Simon Bradstreet of the Massachusetts Bay Colony responded to an inquiry by “the lords of his 
Majesties privy council”:

There had been no company of blacks or slaves brought
into the country since the beginning of this plantation,
for the space of 50 years, only one small vessell about
two yeares since after 20 month’s voyage to Madagascar
brought hither betwixt 40 and 50 negros, most women and
children, sold for 10 pounds, 15 pounds and 20 pounds
apiece, which stood the merchants in near 40 pounds
apiece one with another: now and then two or three
negros are brought hither from Barbados and other of his
majesties plantations, and sold here for about 20 pounds
apiece, so that there may bee within our government
about 100 or 120, and it may bee as many Scots brought
hither and sold for servants in the time of the war with
Scotland, and most now married and living here, and
about halfe so many Irish brought hither at several
times as servants.

According to Hugh Thomas’s THE SLAVE TRADE: THE STORY OF THE ATLANTIC SLAVE TRADE, 1440-1870 
(NY: Simon & Schuster, 1997), during this decade a ship captained by a Quaker, Friend William Frampton, 
would bring the initial African slaves to Philadelphia.

1680

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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The transportation of English convicts to the American colonies was at this point in time a fully developed 
practice:

Before this point, the concept “white” had not been made much use of in Virginia. After this point, 
things would be changing. The white race was going to be invented. However, the first use of the term “white” 
in a Virginia statute, to designate the European-Americans as a social category, would not appear until 
the Year of Our Lord 1691.

The shipment of convicts, as “His Majesty’s passengers,” to be
plantation bond-laborers was an especially profitable branch of
the trade since it was subsidized by the authorities in England.
Although this practice proceeded systematically on a national
scale under a law passed by Parliament in 1717, convicts were sent
to the Chesapeake colonies in the seventeenth century. Those
convicts who survived the voyage were sold by the ship’s captain
for his own or his employer’s account. James Revel arrived in
Virginia some time before 1680 at eighteen years of age, having
been sentenced to fourteen years’ bond-servitude. He later wrote
recollections of his experiences, which began with the dockside
marketing process. After a seven-week trip, the convicts were put
ashore, where they were cleaned up to be made presentable to the
prospective customers. The men and women were displayed
separately, for “Examening [sic] like Horses.” “Some view’d our
teeth, to see if they were good, Or fit to chew our hard and homely
Food. If any like our look, our limbs, our trade, the Captain then
good advantage made.”
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English traders brought 150 African slaves to Philadelphia for resale.

1684
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The Bloody Assizes.

At this point the English were beginning to use “negreros,” ships specifically predesigned for the slave trade, 
rather than merely shipping off Africans toward the Virginia coast in any old freighter that happened to come 
to hand.

But enslavement wasn’t just for black people: Judge Jefferies accused Bristol aldermen and justices of 
kidnapping English people to serve on their plantations in the Caribbean and Virginia., and in Edinburgh, 
Scotland at this point, all ablebodied vagrants and all unemployed persons of over the tender age of five years 
were being consigned to lifetime servitude in manufacturing work.

Two women from Wigtown on the south-west coast of Scotland, Margaret Maclachlan (born in 1620) and 
Margaret Wilson (born in 1667) refused to accept the authority of the King in religious matters and were 
fastened to stakes in the Solway Firth and forced to watch the tide come in until they drowned. 

Dunnottar Castle was used as a prison for 167 Covenanters, including 45 women, who were crowded into the 
“Whigs Vault,” a dungeon with a window open to the sea, and left to die.

During this year and the following one a servile insurrection on Jamaica was being suppressed.

1685

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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A painting....:In “Barco Negrero” in 1976, Manuel Mendive used the X-ray vision of an artist to depict the contents of the interior decks of a slaver vessel.
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NEGREROS
In the Languedoc-Dauphine area of southern France where persecution of Huguenots was severe, the first 
Huguenot “saints” began to appear, shaking, falling down, choking, having convulsions, and announcing that 
the end of the world would come in the next year, 1689.

At least the 10th, and possibly the final, shipload of enslaved French Huguenots (ten shiploads, that is, are 
presently known to historians) arrived from Marseilles in the islands of Guadeloupe, St. Martin, St. Eustatius, 
and St. Domingo in the Caribbean. The mortality had been about 25% and there were about a thousand left 
alive to begin tropical labor under Catholic slavemasters.

“The grandeur of a country is to assume all its history.
With its glorious pages but also its more shady parts.”

— President Jacques Chirac of France

The Bristol, England ship Society laden with enslaved Africans and “elephants teeth” from Guinea was seized 
and condemned in Virginia for breaking the monopoly of the Royal African Company — as was the Betty, also 
of Bristol, England.

Governor Denonville of French Canada petitioned King Louis XIV to authorize the colony to purchase African 
slaves to perform its labor. (Such permission would be granted by the King, but then the Governor would find 
out that there was such heavier demand for such slaves farther south, in the Caribbean and along the Atlantic 
coast of North America and in South America, that his colony simply could not compete, could not afford to 
purchase in competition with these southern slave plantations.)

“The grandeur of a country is to assume all its history.
With its glorious pages but also its more shady parts.”

— President Jacques Chirac of France

1688
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In the colony of Pennsylvania, an informed citizenry, to wit the Dutch-speaking Mennonite Quakers of 
Germantown, as the first formal protest against slavery in the Western Hemisphere, registered their utter lack 
of union with Governor William Penn in his tolerance of slavetrading98 — but the Philadelphia Yearly Meeting 
of the Religious Society of Friends took no action on their petition. It would not be until 1696 that Quakers 
importing slaves would be threatened with expulsion from the Society.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: One of the first American protests
against the slave-trade came from certain German Friends, in
1688, at a Weekly Meeting held in Germantown, Pennsylvania.
“These are the reasons,” wrote “Garret henderich, derick up de
graeff, Francis daniell Pastorius, and Abraham up Den graef,”
“why we are against the traffick of men-body, as followeth: Is
there any that would be done or handled at this manner?... Now,
tho they are black, we cannot conceive there is more liberty to
have them slaves, as it is to have other white ones. There is a
saying, that we shall doe to all men like as we will be done
ourselves; making no difference of what generation, descent or
colour they are. And those who steal or robb men, and those who
buy or purchase them, are they not all alike?”99 This little
leaven helped slowly to work a revolution in the attitude of
this great sect toward slavery and the slave-trade. The Yearly
Meeting at first postponed the matter, “It having so General a
Relation to many other Parts.”100 Eventually, however, in 1696,
the Yearly Meeting advised “That Friends be careful not to
encourage the bringing in of any more Negroes.”101 This advice
was repeated in stronger terms for a quarter-century,102 and by
that time Sandiford, Benezet, Lay, and Woolman had begun their
crusade. In 1754 the Friends took a step farther and made the
purchase of slaves a matter of discipline.103 Four years later
the Yearly Meeting expressed itself clearly as “against every
branch of this practice,” and declared that if “any professing
with us should persist to vindicate it, and be concerned in
importing, selling or purchasing slaves, the respective Monthly
Meetings to which they belong should manifest their disunion
with such persons.”104 Further, manumission was recommended, and
in 1776 made compulsory.105 The effect of this attitude of the
Friends was early manifested in the legislation of all the
colonies where the sect was influential, and particularly in
Pennsylvania.
One of the first duty acts (1710) laid a restrictive duty of 40s.
on slaves, and was eventually disallowed.106 In 1712 William
Southeby petitioned the Assembly totally to abolish slavery.
This the Assembly naturally refused to attempt; but the same

98. Friend Penn was of the attitude that black servants were preferable to white ones, because eventually an indentured person could 
free himself or herself while in the case of servants of African descent, “a man has them while they live.”
99. From fac-simile copy, published at Germantown in 1880. Cf. Whittier’s poem, “Pennsylvania Hall” (POETICAL WORKS, 
Riverside ed., III. 62); and Proud, HISTORY OF PENNSYLVANIA (1797), I. 219.
100. From fac-simile copy, published at Germantown in 1880.
101. Bettle, NOTICES OF NEGRO SLAVERY, in PENN. HIST. SOC. MEM. (1864), I. 383.
102. Cf. Bettle, NOTICES OF NEGRO SLAVERY, PASSIM.
103. Janney, HISTORY OF THE FRIENDS, III. 315-7.
104. HISTORY OF THE FRIENDS, III. 317.
105. Bettle, in PENN. HIST. SOC. MEM., I. 395.
106. PENN. COL. REC. (1852), II. 530; Bettle, in PENN. HIST. SOC. MEM., I. 415.
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year, in response to another petition “signed by many hands,”
they passed an “Act to prevent the Importation of Negroes and
Indians,”107 — the first enactment of its kind in America. This
act was inspired largely by the general fear of insurrection
which succeeded the “Negro-plot” of 1712 in New York. It
declared: “Whereas, divers Plots and Insurrections have
frequently happened, not only in the Islands but on the Main
Land of America, by Negroes, which have been carried on so far
that several of the inhabitants have been barbarously Murthered,
an Instance whereof we have lately had in our Neighboring Colony
of New York,”108 etc. It then proceeded to lay a prohibitive duty
of £20 on all slaves imported. These acts were quickly disposed
of in England. Three duty acts affecting Negroes, including the
prohibitory act, were in 1713 disallowed, and it was directed
that “the Depty Govr Council and Assembly of Pensilvania, be &
they are hereby Strictly Enjoyned & required not to permit the
said Laws ... to be from henceforward put in Execution.”109 The
Assembly repealed these laws, but in 1715 passed another laying
a duty of £5, which was also eventually disallowed.110 Other
acts, the provisions of which are not clear, were passed in 1720
and 1722,111 and in 1725-1726 the duty on Negroes was raised to
the restrictive figure of £10.112 This duty, for some reason not
apparent, was lowered to £2 in 1729,113 but restored again in
1761.114 A struggle occurred over this last measure, the Friends
petitioning for it, and the Philadelphia merchants against it,
declaring that “We, the subscribers, ever desirous to extend the
Trade of this Province, have seen, for some time past, the many
inconveniencys the Inhabitants have suffer’d for want of
Labourers and artificers, ... have for some time encouraged the
importation of Negroes;” they prayed therefore at least for a
delay in passing the measure.115 The law, nevertheless, after
much debate and altercation with the governor, finally passed.
These repeated acts nearly stopped the trade, and the
manumission or sale of Negroes by the Friends decreased the
number of slaves in the province. The rising spirit of
independence enabled the colony, in 1773, to restore the
prohibitive duty of £20 and make it perpetual.116 After the
Revolution unpaid duties on slaves were collected and the slaves

107. LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA, COLLECTED, etc., 1714, page 165; Bettle, in PENN. HIST. SOC. MEM., I. 387.
108. See preamble of the act.
109. The Pennsylvanians did not allow their laws to reach England until long after they were passed: PENN. ARCHIVES, I. 161-2; 
COL. REC., II. 572-3. These acts were disallowed Feb. 20, 1713. Another duty act was passed in 1712, supplementary to the Act of 
1710 (COL. REC., II. 553). The contents are unknown.
110. ACTS AND LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA, 1715, page 270; Chalmers, OPINIONS, II. 118. Before the disallowance was known, the 
act had been continued by the Act of 1718: Carey and Bioren, LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA, 1700-1802, I. 118; PENN. COL. REC., III. 
38.
111. Carey and Bioren, LAWS, I. 165; PENN. COL. REC., III. 171; Bettle, in PENN. HIST. SOC. MEM., I. 389, note.
112. Carey and Bioren, LAWS, I. 214; Bettle, in PENN. HIST. SOC. MEM., I. 388. Possibly there were two acts this year.
113. LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA (ed. 1742), page 354, ch. 287. Possibly some change in the currency made this change appear greater 
than it was.
114. Carey and Bioren, LAWS, I. 371; ACTS OF ASSEMBLY (ed. 1782), page 149; Dallas, LAWS, I. 406, ch. 379. This act was renewed 
in 1768: Carey and Bioren, LAWS, I. 451; PENN. COL. REC., IX. 472, 637, 641.
115. PENN. COL. REC., VIII. 576.
116. A large petition called for this bill. Much altercation ensued with the governor: Dallas, LAWS, I. 671, ch. 692; PENN. COL. REC., 
X. 77; Bettle, in PENN. HIST. SOC. MEM., I. 388-9.
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registered,117 and in 1780 an “Act for the gradual Abolition of
Slavery” was passed.118 As there were probably at no time before
the war more than 11,000 slaves in Pennsylvania,119 the task thus
accomplished was not so formidable as in many other States. As
it was, participation in the slave-trade outside the colony was
not prohibited until 1788.120

It seems probable that in the original Swedish settlements along
the Delaware slavery was prohibited.121 This measure had,
however, little practical effect; for as soon as the Dutch got
control the slave-trade was opened, although, as it appears, to
no large extent. After the fall of the Dutch Delaware came into
English hands. Not until 1775 do we find any legislation on the
slave-trade. In that year the colony attempted to prohibit the
importation of slaves, but the governor vetoed the bill.122

Finally, in 1776 by the Constitution, and in 1787 by law,
importation and exportation were both prohibited.123

February 18, Saturday (1687, Old Style): Four Mennonites of Germantown, Pennsylvania (Francis Daniel Pastorius, 
Gerhard Hendericks, Dirck Op den Graeff, and Abraham Op den Graeff) signed a declaration “against the 
traffic of menbody.”124

End of February (1687, Old Style): The petition of four Mennonites of Germantown, Pennsylvania “against the traffic 
of menbody” was presented at the house of Richard Worrell to the Dublin, Pennsylvania monthly meeting of 
the Religious Society of Friends.

117. Dallas, LAWS, I. 782, ch. 810.
118. LAWS, I. 838, ch. 881.
119. There exist but few estimates of the number of slaves in this colony: — 
In 1721, 2,500-5,000. DOC. REL. COL. HIST. NEW YORK, V. 604.
In 1754, 11,000. Bancroft, HIST. OF UNITED STATES (1883), II. 391.
In 1760, very few. Burnaby, TRAVELS THROUGH N. AMER. (2d ed.), page 81.
In 1775, 2,000. PENN. ARCHIVES, IV 597.
120. Dallas, LAWS, II. 586.
121. Cf. ARGONAUTICA GUSTAVIANA, pages 21-3; DEL. HIST. SOC. PAPERS, III. 10; HAZARD’S REGISTER, IV. 221, §§ 23, 24; 
HAZARD’S ANNALS, page 372; Armstrong, RECORD OF UPLAND COURT, pages 29-30, and notes.
122. Force, AMERICAN ARCHIVES, 4th Ser., II. 128-9.
123. AMERICAN ARCHIVES, 5th Ser., I. 1178; LAWS OF DELAWARE, 1797 (Newcastle ed.), page 884, ch. 145 b.
124. The introduction to this document contained the sentence “How fearful and fainthearted are many on sea when they see a 
strange vessel, being afraid it should be a Turk, and they should be taken and sold for Slaves into Turkey.” This was in no sense 
hyperbole, for some of these Mennonites had persisted on their way across the ocean to America only because their immigrant ship 
had managed somehow to outdistance a Turkish chase vessel.
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April 30, Monday (Old Style): A proposed minute was brought to the Germantown Monthly Meeting, a meeting often 
characterized as a joint Quaker-Mennonite meeting, on day 30, 2 month, 1688. The minute is justly famous as 
the very first formal protest against slavery by any Christian group anywhere, and as the very first formal 
protest against slavery made anywhere in the Western Hemisphere:

This is to ye Monthly Meeting held at Richard Worrell’s. These
are the reasons we are against the traffick of men Body, as
followeth: Is there any that would be done or handled in this
manner? viz., to be sold or be made a slave of for all the time
of his life? How fearfull & fainthearted are many at sea when
they see a strange vessel, being afraid it should be a Turck,
and they would be Tacken and sold for slaves into Turckey. Now
what is this better done as Turcks doe? yea rather it is worse
for them, wch say they are Christians; for we hear that ye most
part of such Negers are brought heither against their will &
consent; and that many of them are stollen. Now, tho’ they are
black, we cannot conceive there is more liberty to have them
slaves, as it is to have other white ones. There is a saying,
that we shall doe to all men, licke as we will be done our
selves; making no difference of what generation, descent, or
Colour they are. And those who steal or robb men, and those who
buy or purchase them, are they not all alike? Here is liberty
of Conscience, wch is right & reasonable; here ought to be
lickewise liberty of ye body, except of evildoers, wch is
another case. But to bring men hither, or to robb and sell them
against their will, we stand against. In Europe there are many
oppressed for Conscience sacke; and here there are those who are
oppressed wch are of a black Colour. And we, who know that men
must not comitt adultery, some doe comitt adultery in others,
separating wifes from their husbands and giving them to others;
and some sell the children of these poor Creatures to other men.
Oh! doe consider well this thinge, you who do it; if you would
be done in this manner? and if it is done according Christianity?
You surpass Holland and Germany in this thing. This mackes an
ill report in all those Countries of Europe, where they hear
off, that ye Quackers doe here handel men licke they handel there
ye Cattel. And for this reason some have no mind or inclination
to come hither, and who shall maintaine this your cause or plaid
for it? Truely we can not do so, except you shall inform us
better hereoff, viz: that christians have liberty to practice
this thinge. Pray! What thing in the world can be done worse
towards us, then if men should robb or steal us away, & sell us
for slaves to strange Countries, separating housband from their
wifes & children. Being now that this is not done at that manner,
we will be done at, therefore we contradict & are against this
traffick of menbody. And we who profess that it is not lawful
to steal, must lickewise avoid to purchase such things as are
stollen, but rather to help stop this robbing and stealing is
possible; and such men ought to be delivered out of ye hands of
ye Robbers & and sett free as well as in Europe. Then is
Pennsilvania to have a good report, instead it hath a bad one
for this sacke in other Countries. Especially whereas ye
Europeans are desirous to know in what manner ye Quackers does
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rule in their Province; & most of them doe loock upon us with
an envious eye. But if this is well done, whal shall we say is
done evil?
If once these slaves (:wch they say are so wicked and stubbern
men:) should joint themselves, fight for their freedom and
handel their masters and mastrisses as they did handel them
before; will these masters and mastrisses tacke the sword at
hand & warr against these poor slaves, licke we are able to
believe, some will not refuse to doe? Or have these Negers not
as much right to fight for their freedom, as you have to keep
them slaves?
Now consider well this thing, if it is good or bad? and in case
you find it good to handel these blacks at that manner, we desire
& require you hereby lovingly, that you may informe us here in,
which at this time never was done, viz., that Christians have
such a liberty to do so. to the end we shall be satisfied in
this point, & satisfie lickewise our good friends &
acquaintances in our natif Country, to whose it is a terrour or
fearful thing that men should be handled so in Pennsilvania.
This is from our Meeting at Germantown held ye 18. of 2. month
1688. to be delivred to the Monthly Meeting at Richard Worrel’s.

gerret hendricks
derick op de graeff
Francis Daniell Pastorious
Abraham op Den graef.

The Monthly meeting would respond with the following minute:

At our monthly meeting at Dublin ye 30-2mo-:1688 we having
inspected ye matter above mentioned and considered of it, we
finde it so weighty that we think it not Expedient for us to
meddle with it here, but do Rather comit it to ye consideration
of ye Quarterly meeting; ye tennor of it being nearly related
to ye truth. On behalfe of ye monthly meeting. Signed, P[per]
Jo:Hart.

It would be presented to the quarterly meeting, and forwarded to the Yearly Meeting, which would adopt the 
following minute:

This above mentioned was read in our quarterly meeting at
Philadelphia, the 4 of ye 4th mo 88 and was from thence
recommended to the Yearly Metting and the above-said Derick and
the other two mentioned therein to present the same to ye
Abovesaid meetting it being a thing of too great A weight for
this meeting to determine. Signed by ye order of ye meetting,
Anthony Morris.

The minute that would be adopted by the Yearly Meeting would be as follows:

At a Yearly Meeting held at Burlington the 5th day of the 7th
month, 1688. A Paper being here presented by some German Friends
concerning the Lawfulness and Unlawfulness of Buying and keeping
Negroes, It was adjudged not to be so proper for this Meeting
to give a Positive Judgment in the Case, It having so General a
Relation to many other Parts, and therefore at Present they
forbear It.
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Five years later, the Quaker followers of George Keith would publish “An Exhortation & Caution to Friends 
Concerning Buying or keeping of Negroes,” New York (William Bradford). On its last page is the statement, 
“Given forth by our Monthly Meeting in Philadelphia, the 13th day of the 8th Month, 1693, and recommended 
to all our Friends and Brethren who are one with us in our Testimony for the Lord Jesus Christ, and too all 
others professiong Christianity.” The text adds “In 1696, also, the Philadelphia Yearly Meeting [of the 
Religious Society of Friends] received anti-slavery protests from some of its Pennsylvania members 
(prominent among whom was Cadwallader Morgan), and it advised its members against the importation of 
slaves.”

July 5: The petition “against the traffic of menbody” was presented to the Pennsylvania Yearly Meeting of the 
Religious Society of Friends.
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During this year and the following year, the transportation cost of bulk cargos of slaves across the Atlantic 
Ocean was at this point estimated as ten pounds, ten shillings per head. This was quite high, in contrast with 
the fact that one might transport one or another volunteer, a white bond servant from England with nothing 
much going for him or her at home, to the plantations of the New World for certainly not more than five or six 
pounds.

1693

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY

HDT WHAT? INDEX
May: In Maryland, a Duty Act imposed a new 10s. tax upon the import into the province of any Negro, any slave, 
or any white person. This duty would prove to be a popular way for the government to increase its revenue:

“An Act for the laying an Imposition upon Negroes, Slaves, and
White Persons imported into this Province.” Re-enacted in 1696,
and included in Acts of 1699 and 1704. Bacon, LAWS, 1695, Chapter
IX; 1696, Chapter VII; 1699, Chapter XXIII; 1704, Chapter IX.

1695
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The brigantine Seaflower, which had been exporting native American slaves to the Bahamas, was brought 
from Africa with a cargo of 47 black slaves and stopped off in Newport, Rhode Island with 19 of them as yet 
unpurchased, and after being able to dispose of 14 of them locally,  marched the remaining 5 overland to 
Boston to turn them over to the owners of the vessel.

Meanwhile, in Pennsylvania, Friends Cadwalader Morgan and William Southeby were persuading the 
Philadelphia Yearly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends to advise Quakers to “be careful not to 
encourage the bringing in of any more negroes.”

“That Friends be careful not to encourage the bringing in of any
more negroes.” Bettle, “Notices of Negro Slavery,” in Penn.
Hist. Soc. Mem. (1864), I. 383.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: One of the first American protests
against the slave-trade came from certain German Friends, in
1688, at a Weekly Meeting held in Germantown, Pennsylvania.
“These are the reasons,” wrote “Garret henderich, derick up de
graeff, Francis daniell Pastorius, and Abraham up Den graef,”
“why we are against the traffick of men-body, as followeth: Is
there any that would be done or handled at this manner?... Now,
tho they are black, we cannot conceive there is more liberty to
have them slaves, as it is to have other white ones. There is a
saying, that we shall doe to all men like as we will be done
ourselves; making no difference of what generation, descent or
colour they are. And those who steal or robb men, and those who
buy or purchase them, are they not all alike?”125 This little
leaven helped slowly to work a revolution in the attitude of
this great sect toward slavery and the slave-trade. The Yearly
Meeting at first postponed the matter, “It having so General a
Relation to many other Parts.”126 Eventually, however, in 1696,
the Yearly Meeting advised “That Friends be careful not to
encourage the bringing in of any more Negroes.”127 This advice
was repeated in stronger terms for a quarter-century,128 and by
that time Sandiford, Benezet, Lay, and Woolman had begun their
crusade. In 1754 the Friends took a step farther and made the
purchase of slaves a matter of discipline.129 Four years later
the Yearly Meeting expressed itself clearly as “against every
branch of this practice,” and declared that if “any professing
with us should persist to vindicate it, and be concerned in
importing, selling or purchasing slaves, the respective Monthly
Meetings to which they belong should manifest their disunion
with such persons.”130 Further, manumission was recommended, and

1696

125. From fac-simile copy, published at Germantown in 1880. Cf. Whittier’s poem, “Pennsylvania Hall” (POETICAL WORKS, 
Riverside ed., III. 62); and Proud, HISTORY OF PENNSYLVANIA (1797), I. 219.
126. From fac-simile copy, published at Germantown in 1880.
127. Bettle, NOTICES OF NEGRO SLAVERY, in PENN. HIST. SOC. MEM. (1864), I. 383.
128. Cf. Bettle, NOTICES OF NEGRO SLAVERY, PASSIM.
129. Janney, HISTORY OF THE FRIENDS, III. 315-7.
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in 1776 made compulsory.131 The effect of this attitude of the
Friends was early manifested in the legislation of all the
colonies where the sect was influential, and particularly in
Pennsylvania.
One of the first duty acts (1710) laid a restrictive duty of 40s.
on slaves, and was eventually disallowed.132 In 1712 William
Southeby petitioned the Assembly totally to abolish slavery.
This the Assembly naturally refused to attempt; but the same
year, in response to another petition “signed by many hands,”
they passed an “Act to prevent the Importation of Negroes and
Indians,”133 — the first enactment of its kind in America. This
act was inspired largely by the general fear of insurrection
which succeeded the “Negro-plot” of 1712 in New York. It
declared: “Whereas, divers Plots and Insurrections have
frequently happened, not only in the Islands but on the Main
Land of America, by Negroes, which have been carried on so far
that several of the inhabitants have been barbarously Murthered,
an Instance whereof we have lately had in our Neighboring Colony
of New York,”134 etc. It then proceeded to lay a prohibitive duty
of £20 on all slaves imported. These acts were quickly disposed
of in England. Three duty acts affecting Negroes, including the
prohibitory act, were in 1713 disallowed, and it was directed
that “the Depty Govr Council and Assembly of Pensilvania, be &
they are hereby Strictly Enjoyned & required not to permit the
said Laws ... to be from henceforward put in Execution.”135 The
Assembly repealed these laws, but in 1715 passed another laying
a duty of £5, which was also eventually disallowed.136 Other
acts, the provisions of which are not clear, were passed in 1720
and 1722,137 and in 1725-1726 the duty on Negroes was raised to
the restrictive figure of £10.138 This duty, for some reason not
apparent, was lowered to £2 in 1729,139 but restored again in
1761.140 A struggle occurred over this last measure, the Friends
petitioning for it, and the Philadelphia merchants against it,
declaring that “We, the subscribers, ever desirous to extend the
Trade of this Province, have seen, for some time past, the many
inconveniencys the Inhabitants have suffer’d for want of
Labourers and artificers, ... have for some time encouraged the
importation of Negroes;” they prayed therefore at least for a

130. HISTORY OF THE FRIENDS, III. 317.
131. Bettle, in PENN. HIST. SOC. MEM., I. 395.
132. PENN. COL. REC. (1852), II. 530; Bettle, in PENN. HIST. SOC. MEM., I. 415.
133. LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA, COLLECTED, etc., 1714, page 165; Bettle, in PENN. HIST. SOC. MEM., I. 387.
134. See preamble of the act.
135. The Pennsylvanians did not allow their laws to reach England until long after they were passed: PENN. ARCHIVES, I. 161-2; 
COL. REC., II. 572-3. These acts were disallowed Feb. 20, 1713. Another duty act was passed in 1712, supplementary to the Act of 
1710 (COL. REC., II. 553). The contents are unknown.
136. ACTS AND LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA, 1715, page 270; Chalmers, OPINIONS, II. 118. Before the disallowance was known, the 
act had been continued by the Act of 1718: Carey and Bioren, LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA, 1700-1802, I. 118; PENN. COL. REC., III. 
38.
137. Carey and Bioren, LAWS, I. 165; PENN. COL. REC., III. 171; Bettle, in PENN. HIST. SOC. MEM., I. 389, note.
138. Carey and Bioren, LAWS, I. 214; Bettle, in PENN. HIST. SOC. MEM., I. 388. Possibly there were two acts this year.
139. LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA (ed. 1742), page 354, ch. 287. Possibly some change in the currency made this change appear greater 
than it was.
140. Carey and Bioren, LAWS, I. 371; ACTS OF ASSEMBLY (ed. 1782), page 149; Dallas, LAWS, I. 406, ch. 379. This act was renewed 
in 1768: Carey and Bioren, LAWS, I. 451; PENN. COL. REC., IX. 472, 637, 641.
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delay in passing the measure.141 The law, nevertheless, after
much debate and altercation with the governor, finally passed.
These repeated acts nearly stopped the trade, and the
manumission or sale of Negroes by the Friends decreased the
number of slaves in the province. The rising spirit of
independence enabled the colony, in 1773, to restore the
prohibitive duty of £20 and make it perpetual.142 After the
Revolution unpaid duties on slaves were collected and the slaves
registered,143 and in 1780 an “Act for the gradual Abolition of
Slavery” was passed.144 As there were probably at no time before
the war more than 11,000 slaves in Pennsylvania,145 the task thus
accomplished was not so formidable as in many other States. As
it was, participation in the slave-trade outside the colony was
not prohibited until 1788.146

It seems probable that in the original Swedish settlements along
the Delaware slavery was prohibited.147 This measure had,
however, little practical effect; for as soon as the Dutch got
control the slave-trade was opened, although, as it appears, to
no large extent. After the fall of the Dutch Delaware came into
English hands. Not until 1775 do we find any legislation on the
slave-trade. In that year the colony attempted to prohibit the
importation of slaves, but the governor vetoed the bill.148

Finally, in 1776 by the Constitution, and in 1787 by law,
importation and exportation were both prohibited.149

141. PENN. COL. REC., VIII. 576.
142. A large petition called for this bill. Much altercation ensued with the governor: Dallas, LAWS, I. 671, ch. 692; PENN. COL. REC., 
X. 77; Bettle, in PENN. HIST. SOC. MEM., I. 388-9.
143. Dallas, LAWS, I. 782, ch. 810.
144. LAWS, I. 838, ch. 881.
145. There exist but few estimates of the number of slaves in this colony: — 
In 1721, 2,500-5,000. DOC. REL. COL. HIST. NEW YORK, V. 604.
In 1754, 11,000. Bancroft, HIST. OF UNITED STATES (1883), II. 391.
In 1760, very few. Burnaby, TRAVELS THROUGH N. AMER. (2d ed.), page 81.
In 1775, 2,000. PENN. ARCHIVES, IV 597.
146. Dallas, LAWS, II. 586.
147. Cf. ARGONAUTICA GUSTAVIANA, pages 21-3; DEL. HIST. SOC. PAPERS, III. 10; HAZARD’S REGISTER, IV. 221, §§ 23, 24; 
HAZARD’S ANNALS, page 372; Armstrong, RECORD OF UPLAND COURT, pages 29-30, and notes.
148. Force, AMERICAN ARCHIVES, 4th Ser., II. 128-9.
149. AMERICAN ARCHIVES, 5th Ser., I. 1178; LAWS OF DELAWARE, 1797 (Newcastle ed.), page 884, ch. 145 b.
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Against the wishes of the Church, Peter the Great of Russia established a trade monopoly over tobacco with 
the English.

The British Parliament did away with the Royal African Company’s monopoly on the international slave trade, 
opening it to all British merchants, who would in some cases carry on a triangular trade from New England to 
Africa to the Caribbean islands to New England. Merchant vessels would carry New England rum to African 
slavers, and African slaves on the “Middle Passage” to the West Indies, and West Indian sugar and molasses 
to New England — for the rum distilleries there.

There would be numerous distilleries on the shores of the Narragansett Bay. Roughly half the spirits produced 
there would be consumed in New England, and the other half would be high-proof stuff intended for trading 
along the coast of Africa.

The 1st legal slaving venture out of Bristol, England: the Beginning carried enslaved Africans from Africa to 
Jamaica.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: In 1698 Parliamentary interference with
the trade began. By the Statute 9 and 10 William and Mary,
chapter 26, private traders, on payment of a duty of 10% on
English goods exported to Africa, were allowed to participate
in the trade. This was brought about by the clamor of the
merchants, especially the “American Merchants,” who “in their
Petition suggest, that it would be a great Benefit to the Kingdom
to secure the Trade by maintaining Forts and Castles there, with
an equal Duty upon all Goods exported.”150 This plan, being a
compromise between maintaining the monopoly intact and entirely
abolishing it, was adopted, and the statute declared the trade
“highly Beneficial and Advantageous to this Kingdom, and to the
Plantations and Colonies thereunto belonging.”
Having thus gained practically free admittance to the field,
English merchants sought to exclude other nations by securing a
monopoly of the lucrative Spanish colonial slave-trade. Their
object was finally accomplished by the signing of the Assiento
in 1713.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: South Carolina had the largest and most
widely developed slave-trade of any of the continental colonies.
This was owing to the character of her settlers, her nearness
to the West Indian slave marts, and the early development of
certain staple crops, such as rice, which were adapted to slave
labor.151 Moreover, this colony suffered much less interference

1698

150. Quoted in REPORT OF THE LORDS OF THE COMMITTEE OF COUNCIL, under “Most Material Proceedings in the House of 
Commons,” Vol. I. Part I. An import duty of 10% on all goods, except Negroes, imported from Africa to England and the colonies 
was also laid. The proceeds of these duties went to the Royal African Company.
151. Cf. Hewatt, HISTORICAL ACCOUNT OF S. CAROLINA AND GEORGIA (1779), I. 120 ff.; reprinted in S.C. HIST. COLL. (1836), I. 
108 ff.

TRIANGULAR TRADE
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from the home government than many other colonies; thus it is
possible here to trace the untrammeled development of slave-
trade restrictions in a typical planting community.
As early as 1698 the slave-trade to South Carolina had reached
such proportions that it was thought that “the great number of
negroes which of late have been imported into this Collony may
endanger the safety thereof.” The immigration of white servants
was therefore encouraged by a special law.152 Increase of
immigration reduced this disproportion, but Negroes continued
to be imported in such numbers as to afford considerable revenue
from a moderate duty on them. About the time when the Assiento
was signed, the slave-trade so increased that, scarcely a year
after the consummation of that momentous agreement, two heavy
duty acts were passed, because “the number of Negroes do
extremely increase in this Province, and through the afflicting
providence of God, the white persons do not proportionately
multiply, by reason whereof, the safety of the said Province is
greatly endangered.”153 The trade, however, by reason of the
encouragement abroad and of increased business activity in
exporting naval stores at home, suffered scarcely any check,
although repeated acts, reciting the danger incident to a “great
importation of Negroes,” were passed, laying high duties.154

Finally, in 1717, an additional duty of £40,155 although due in
depreciated currency, succeeded so nearly in stopping the trade
that, two years later, all existing duties were repealed and one
of £10 substituted.156 This continued during the time of
resistance to the proprietary government, but by 1734 the
importation had again reached large proportions. “We must
therefore beg leave,” the colonists write in that year, “to
inform your Majesty, that, amidst our other perilous
circumstances, we are subject to many intestine dangers from the
great number of negroes that are now among us, who amount at
least to twenty-two thousand persons, and are three to one of
all your Majesty’s white subjects in this province.
Insurrections against us have been often attempted.”157 In 1740
an insurrection under a slave, Cato, at Stono, caused such
widespread alarm that a prohibitory duty of £100 was immediately
laid.158 Importation was again checked; but in 1751 the colony
sought to devise a plan whereby the slightly restricted
immigration of Negroes should provide a fund to encourage the
importation of white servants, “to prevent the mischiefs that
may be attended by the great importation of negroes into this
Province.”159 Many white servants were thus encouraged to settle
in the colony; but so much larger was the influx of black slaves

152. Cooper, STATUTES AT LARGE OF S. CAROLINA, II. 153.
153. The text of the first act is not extant: cf. Cooper, STATUTES, III. 56. For the second, see Cooper, VII. 365, 367.
154. Cf. Grimké, PUBLIC LAWS OF S. CAROLINA, page xvi, No. 362; Cooper, STATUTES, II. 649. Cf. also GOVERNOR JOHNSON TO 
THE BOARD OF TRADE, Jan. 12, 1719-20; reprinted in Rivers, EARLY HISTORY OF S. CAROLINA (1874), App., xii.
155. Cooper, STATUTES, VII. 368.
156. Cooper, STATUTES, III. 56.
157. From a memorial signed by the governor, President of the Council, and Speaker of the House, dated April 9, 1734, printed in 
Hewatt, HISTORICAL ACCOUNT OF S. CAROLINA AND GEORGIA (1779), II. 39; reprinted in S.C. Hist. Coll. (1836), I. 305-6. Cf. N.C. 
COL. REC., II. 421.
158. Cooper, STATUTES, III. 556; Grimké, PUBLIC LAWS, page xxxi, No. 694. Cf. Ramsay, HISTORY OF S. CAROLINA, I. 110.
159. Cooper, STATUTES, III. 739.
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that the colony, in 1760, totally prohibited the slave-trade.
This act was promptly disallowed by the Privy Council and the
governor reprimanded;160 but the colony declared that “an
importation of negroes, equal in number to what have been
imported of late years, may prove of the most dangerous
consequence in many respects to this Province, and the best way
to obviate such danger will be by imposing such an additional
duty upon them as may totally prevent the evils.”161 A
prohibitive duty of £100 was accordingly imposed in 1764.162 This
duty probably continued until the Revolution.

160. The text of this law has not been found. Cf. Burge, COMMENTARIES ON COLONIAL AND FOREIGN LAWS, I. 737, note; Stevens, 
HISTORY OF GEORGIA, I. 286. See instructions of the governor of New Hampshire, June 30, 1761, in Gordon, HISTORY OF THE 
AMERICAN REVOLUTION, I. letter 2.
161. Cooper, STATUTES, IV. 187.
162. This duty avoided the letter of the English instructions by making the duty payable by the first purchasers, and not by the 
importers. Cf. Cooper, STATUTES, IV. 187.
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Rhode Island had become the only New England colony to make extensive use of black slaves both for labor 
and as a commodity in trade. The major international slave trade markets in the American colonies were 
located (now hear this) at Newport and at Bristol. This factoid has been so heavily papered over by the 
revisionist-history industry that we don’t now have any idea where they had positioned their slave barracoons. 
At least a few of the slave importers (now hear this) and at least a few of the privateers were Quakers.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: The rigorous climate of New England, the
character of her settlers, and their pronounced political views
gave slavery an even slighter basis here than in the Middle
colonies. The significance of New England in the African slave-
trade does not therefore lie in the fact that she early
discountenanced the system of slavery and stopped importation;
but rather in the fact that her citizens, being the traders of
the New World, early took part in the carrying slave-trade and
furnished slaves to the other colonies. An inquiry, therefore,
into the efforts of the New England colonies to suppress the
slave-trade would fall naturally into two parts: first, and
chiefly, an investigation of the efforts to stop the
participation of citizens in the carrying slave-trade; secondly,
an examination of the efforts made to banish the slave-trade
from New England soil.

April: In order to fund the erection of a capitol building, Virginia imposed a 20-shilling duty upon the importation of 
servants and slaves:

“An act for laying an imposition upon servants and slaves
imported into this country, towards building the Capitoll.” For
three years; continued in August, 1701, and April, 1704. Hening,
STATUTES, III. 193, 212, 225.

1699

THE TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY

HDT WHAT? INDEX
Three Rhode Island vessels sailed from Newport to Africa, and then to Barbados with cargos of slaves.

A minister of the Church of England in Newport was pulling together the 1st public library to be found in 
Rhode Island. This was the Reverend Thomas Bray, and the library amounted to approximately a hundred 
volumes, 57 of which were of a theological character useful only for preachers. The other volumes were also 
of a generally religious bent, and over and above these there were on file about a hundred pastoral letters. 
We can probably guess –guess safely– that nowhere in these religious volumes, and nowhere in these pastoral 
letters, would we have been able to encounter any troubling thoughts about the iniquity of the international 
slave trade.

Between 1700 and 1786, 610,000 African slaves would be being transported to Jamaica.163

18TH CENTURY

1700

READ EDWARD FIELD TEXT

THE MIDDLE PASSAGE
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May 6, Thursday (Old Style): In order to pay for South Carolina’s military expedition against St. Augustine, Florida, 
its legislature imposed a general duty on imports and exports, to include a poll tax of 10 shillings per head on 
the import of Africans, and a poll tax of 20 shillings on the import of anyone else (presumably meaning white 
bond servants and apprentices):

“An Act for the laying an Imposition on Furrs, Skinns, Liquors
and other Goods and Merchandize, Imported into and Exported out
of this part of this Province, for the raising of a Fund of Money
towards defraying the publick charges and expenses of this
Province, and paying the debts due for the Expedition against
St. Augustine.” 10s. on Africans and 20s. on others. Cooper,
STATUTES, II. 201.

163. Clearly, there’s a terminology problem here. In an effort to resolve this terminology issue, at the Republican National 
Convention in New York City in August 2004 –at which the Republican Party would for four days make an effort to strip from its 
face its mask of hostility to the plight of the downtrodden and reveal its true countenance of benevolent conservatism and concern– 
these people would be sensitively referred to by a Hoosier Republican running for the US Senate as “involuntary immigrants.”

So, perhaps, this is a good point at which to insert a story about involuntary immigrants that has been passed on to us by Ram 
Varmha, a retired IBM engineer whose father had briefly served as Maharaja after the independence of Cochin. He relates the story 
as narrated to him by his paternal grandmother who lived in Thripoonithura, Cochin: “When my grandmother (born 1882) was a 
young girl she would go with the elder ladies of the family to the Pazhayannur Devi Temple in Fort Cochin, next to the Cochin 
Lantha Palace built by the Dutch (Landers = Lantha), which was an early establishment of the Cochin royal family before the 
administration moved to Thripoonithura. My grandmother often told us that in the basement of the Lantha Palace, in a confined 
area, a family of Africans had been kept locked up, as in a zoo! By my Grandmother’s time all the Africans had died. But, some of 
the elder ladies had narrated the story to her of ‘Kappiries’ (Africans) kept in captivity there. It seems visitors would give them fruits 
and bananas. They were well cared for but always kept in confinement. My grandmother did not know all the details but according 
to her, ‘many’ years earlier, a ship having broken its mast drifted into the old Cochin harbor. When the locals climbed aboard, they 
found a crewless ship, but in the hold there were some chained ‘Kappiries’ still alive; others having perished. The locals did not 
know what to do with them. Not understanding their language and finding the Africans in chains, the locals thought that these were 
dangerous to set free. So they herded the poor Africans into the basement of the Cochin Fort, and held them in captivity, for many, 
many years! I have no idea when the initial incident happened, but I presume it took place in the late 1700s or early 1800s. This 
points to the possibility that it was, in fact, a slave ship carrying human cargo from East Africa to either the USA or the West Indies. 
An amazing and rather bizarre story. Incidentally, this is not an ‘old woman's tale’! Its quite reliable. My grandmother would identify 
some of the older ladies who had actually seen the surviving Kappiries.”

1703
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October: Maryland imposed a “poll tax” duty of 20 shillings each on the import of Negroes to defray the public 
expense of those of them who proved to be useless for labor, and on the import of Irish Servants to guard 
against the possibility that so many of them might accumulate as to be able to mount a Papist servile 
insurrection.

“An Act imposing Three Pence per Gallon on Rum and Wine, Brandy
and Spirits; and Twenty Shillings per Poll for Negroes; for
raising a Supply to defray the Public Charge of this Province;
and Twenty Shillings per Poll on Irish Servants, to prevent the
importing too great a Number of Irish Papists into this
Province.” Revived in 1708 and 1712. Bacon, LAWS, 1704, Chapter
XXXIII; 1708, Chapter XVI; 1712, Chapter XXII.

John Evelyn’s diary entries for this month:

October 1, Sunday (Old Style):  ... The weather exceedingly faire & seasonable, so as the 
yeare has ben wonderfully plentifull in all the fruits of the Earth, so as seldom a more 
propitious yeare has ben known, God make us thankfull.
The seige of Landau yet continuing, its redition is hourely expected: Sir G. Rooke & 
Mediterranean fleete come home safly: The losse on both sides very greate, but the Victory 
acknowledged on our side: The unhapy D. of Bavaria, retired to Flanders having lost his 
glorious Country:

October 22, Sunday (Old Style):  ... The Queene [on one side] Lords & Comm: with 
extraordinary expressions of grace and kindnesse, congratulating their meeting, after the late 
Successes, & intimations of need of supplys to finish the humbling the French &c: & the Lords 
& Commons satisfaction of her government, & the like Congratulations of successe in 
Germany, gave hopes of a perfect and unanimous agreement of this Sessions just now begun:

1704
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January 12, Friday (1704, Old Style): To raise revenue for its government, Pennsylvania levied a “poll tax” duty of 10 
shillings per head upon the importation of negroes, and a duty of two pence halfpenny per pound upon the 
importation of sundry liquors. 

“An Act for Raising a Supply of Two pence half penny per Pound
& ten shillings per Head. Also for Granting an Impost & laying
on Sundry Liquors & negroes Imported into this Province for the
Support of Governmt., & defraying the necessary Publick Charges
in the Administration thereof.” COLONIAL RECORDS (1852), II. 232,
No. 50.

October: Virginia placed a poll tax or tariff on the importation of fresh slaves, 6d. per head.

“An act for raising a publick revenue for the better support of
the Government,” etc. Similar tax by Act of October, 1710.
Hening, STATUTES, III. 344, 490.

Virginia placed a 20s. duty on slaves, and in addition a duty on liquors.

“An act for laying an Imposition upon Liquors and Slaves.”
For two years; re-enacted in October, 1710, for three years, and
in October, 1712. Hening, STATUTES, III. 229, 482; IV. 30.

December 5, Wednesday (Old Style): In order better to prevent a spurious and mixt issue (presumably they were 
speaking of miscegenation, and consequent racial amalgamation), and in order to raise revenue for the 
government, Massachusetts enacted a £4 duty.

“An act for the Better Preventing of a Spurious and Mixt Issue,”
etc.

§ 6. On and after May 1, 1706, every master importing Negroes
shall enter his number, name, and sex in the impost office, and
insert them in the bill of lading; he shall pay to the
commissioner and receiver of the impost £4 per head for every
such Negro. Both master and ship are to be security for the
payment of the same.

§ 7. If the master neglect to enter the slaves, he shall forfeit
£8 for each Negro, one-half to go to the informer and one-half
to the government.

§ 8. If any Negro imported shall, within twelve months, be
exported and sold in any other plantation, and a receipt from
the collector there be shown, a drawback of the whole duty will
be allowed. Like drawback will be allowed a purchaser, if any
Negro sold die within six weeks after importation. MASS. PROVINCE

1705
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LAWS, 1705-6, Chapter 10.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: The early Biblical codes of
Massachusetts confined slavery to “lawfull Captives taken in
iust warres, & such strangers as willingly selle themselves or
are sold to us.”164 The stern Puritanism of early days endeavored
to carry this out literally, and consequently when a certain
Captain Smith, about 1640, attacked an African village and
brought some of the unoffending natives home, he was promptly
arrested. Eventually, the General Court ordered the Negroes sent
home at the colony’s expense, “conceiving themselues bound by ye

first oportunity to bear witnes against ye haynos & crying sinn
of manstealing, as also to P’scribe such timely redresse for
what is past, & such a law for ye future as may sufficiently
deterr all othrs belonging to us to have to do in such vile &
most odious courses, iustly abhored of all good & iust men.”165

The temptation of trade slowly forced the colony from this high
moral ground. New England ships were early found in the West
Indian slave-trade, and the more the carrying trade developed,
the more did the profits of this branch of it attract Puritan
captains. By the beginning of the eighteenth century the slave-
trade was openly recognized as legitimate commerce; cargoes came
regularly to Boston, and “The merchants of Boston quoted
negroes, like any other merchandise demanded by their
correspondents.”166 At the same time, the Puritan conscience
began to rebel against the growth of actual slavery on New
England soil. It was a much less violent wrenching of moral ideas
of right and wrong to allow Massachusetts men to carry slaves
to South Carolina than to allow cargoes to come into Boston, and
become slaves in Massachusetts. Early in the eighteenth century,
therefore, opposition arose to the further importation of
Negroes, and in 1705 an act “for the Better Preventing of a
Spurious and Mixt Issue,” laid a restrictive duty of £4 on all
slaves imported.167 One provision of this act plainly illustrates
the attitude of Massachusetts: like the acts of many of the New
England colonies, it allowed a rebate of the whole duty on re-
exportation. The harbors of New England were thus offered as a
free exchange-mart for slavers. All the duty acts of the
Southern and Middle colonies allowed a rebate of one-half or
three-fourths of the duty on the re-exportation of the slave,
thus laying a small tax on even temporary importation.
The Act of 1705 was evaded, but it was not amended until 1728,
when the penalty for evasion was raised to £100.168 The act
remained in force, except possibly for one period of four years,
until 1749. Meantime the movement against importation grew. A
bill “for preventing the Importation of Slaves into this

164. Cf. THE BODY OF LIBERTIES, § 91, in Whitmore, BIBLIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF THE LAWS OF THE MASSACHUSETTS COLONY, 
published at Boston in 1890.
165. MASSACHUSETTS COLONIAL RECORD, II. 168, 176; III. 46, 49, 84.
166. Weeden, ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL HISTORY OF NEW ENGLAND, II. 456.
167. MASSACHUSETTS PROVINCE LAWS, 1705-6, ch. 10.
168. MASSACHUSETTS PROVINCE LAWS, 1728-9, ch. 16; 1738-9, ch. 27.
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Province” was introduced in the Legislature in 1767, but after
strong opposition and disagreement between House and Council it
was dropped.169 In 1771 the struggle was renewed. A similar bill
passed, but was vetoed by Governor Hutchinson.170 The imminent
war and the discussions incident to it had now more and more
aroused public opinion, and there were repeated attempts to gain
executive consent to a prohibitory law. In 1774 such a bill was
twice passed, but never received assent.171

The new Revolutionary government first met the subject in the
case of two Negroes captured on the high seas, who were
advertised for sale at Salem. A resolution was introduced into
the Legislature, directing the release of the Negroes, and
declaring “That the selling and enslaving the human species is
a direct violation of the natural rights alike vested in all men
by their Creator, and utterly inconsistent with the avowed
principles on which this, and the other United States, have
carried their struggle for liberty even to the last appeal.” To
this the Council would not consent; and the resolution, as
finally passed, merely forbade the sale or ill-treatment of the
Negroes.172 Committees on the slavery question were appointed in
1776 and 1777,173 and although a letter to Congress on the
matter, and a bill for the abolition of slavery were reported,
no decisive action was taken.
All such efforts were finally discontinued, as the system was
already practically extinct in Massachusetts and the custom of
importation had nearly ceased. Slavery was eventually declared
by judicial decision to have been abolished.174 The first step
toward stopping the participation of Massachusetts citizens in
the slave-trade outside the State was taken in 1785, when a
committee of inquiry was appointed by the Legislature.175 No act
was, however, passed until 1788, when participation in the trade
was prohibited, on pain of £50 forfeit for every slave and £200
for every ship engaged.176

169. For petitions of towns, cf. Felt, ANNALS OF SALEM (1849), II. 416; BOSTON TOWN RECORDS, 1758-69, page 183. Cf. also Otis’s 
anti-slavery speech in 1761; John Adams, WORKS, X. 315. For proceedings, see HOUSE JOURNAL, 1767, pages 353, 358, 387, 390, 
393, 408, 409-10, 411, 420. Cf. Samuel Dexter’s answer to Dr. Belknap’s inquiry, Feb. 23, 1795, in Deane (MASSACHUSETTS 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY COLL., 5th Ser., III. 385). A committee on slave importation was appointed in 1764. Cf. HOUSE JOURNAL, 
1763-64, page 170.
170. HOUSE JOURNAL, 1771, pages 211, 215, 219, 228, 234, 236, 240, 242-3; Moore, SLAVERY IN MASSACHUSETTS, pages 131-2.
171. Felt, ANNALS OF SALEM (1849), II. 416-7; Swan, DISSUASION TO GREAT BRITAIN, etc. (1773), page x; Washburn, HISTORICAL 
SKETCHES OF LEICESTER, MASSACHUSETTS, pages 442-3; Freeman, HISTORY OF CAPE COD, II. 114; Deane, in MASSACHUSETTS 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY COLL., 5th Ser., III. 432; Moore, SLAVERY IN MASSACHUSETTS, pages 135-40; Williams, HISTORY OF THE 
NEGRO RACE IN AMERICA, I. 234-6; HOUSE JOURNAL, March, 1774, pages 224, 226, 237, etc.; June, 1774, pages 27, 41, etc. For a 
copy of the bill, see Moore.
172. MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL SOCIETY PROCEEDINGS, 1855-58, page 196; Force, AMERICAN ARCHIVES, 5th Ser., II. 769; 
HOUSE JOURNAL, 1776, pages 105-9; GENERAL COURT RECORDS, March 13, 1776, etc., pages 581-9; Moore, SLAVERY IN 
MASSACHUSETTS, pages 149-54. Cf. Moore, pages 163-76.
173. Moore, SLAVERY IN MASSACHUSETTS, pages 148-9, 181-5.
174. Washburn, EXTINCTION OF SLAVERY IN MASSACHUSETTS; Haynes, STRUGGLE FOR THE CONSTITUTION IN MASSACHUSETTS; 
La Rochefoucauld, TRAVELS THROUGH THE UNITED STATES, II. 166.
175. Moore, SLAVERY IN MASSACHUSETTS, page 225.
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June 10, Monday (Old Style): In the Boston News Letter, there was an editorial in favor of importing fresh white 
indentured servants rather than obtaining fresh black slaves by way of the international slave trade. It is the 
considered opinion of researcher Charles E. Clark that what was going on was that “the executive leadership 
of the province enlisted the News Letter in what proved eventually to be a successful legislative campaign.”

176. PERPETUAL LAWS OF MASSACHUSETTS, 1780-89, page 235. The number of slaves in Massachusetts has been estimated as 
follows: — 
In 1676, 200. Randolph’s REPORT, in HUTCHINSON’S COLL. OF PAPERS, page 485.
“ 1680, 120. Deane, CONNECTION OF MASSACHUSETTS WITH SLAVERY, page 28 ff.
“ 1708, 550. Deane, CONNECTION OF MASSACHUSETTS WITH SLAVERY; Moore, SLAVERY IN MASSACHUSETTS, page 50.
“ 1720, 2,000. Moore, SLAVERY IN MASSACHUSETTS, page 50
“ 1735, 2,600. Deane, CONNECTION OF MASSACHUSETTS WITH SLAVERY, page 28 ff.
“ 1749, 3,000. Deane, CONNECTION OF MASSACHUSETTS WITH SLAVERY, page 28 ff.
“ 1754, 4,489. Deane, CONNECTION OF MASSACHUSETTS WITH SLAVERY, page 28 ff.
“ 1763, 5,000. Deane, CONNECTION OF MASSACHUSETTS WITH SLAVERY, page 28 ff.
“ 1764-5, 5,779. Deane, CONNECTION OF MASSACHUSETTS WITH SLAVERY, page 28 ff.
“ 1776, 5,249. Deane, CONNECTION OF MASSACHUSETTS WITH SLAVERY, page 28 ff.
“ 1784, 4,377. Moore, SLAVERY IN MASSACHUSETTS, page 51.
“ 1786, 4,371. Moore, SLAVERY IN MASSACHUSETTS, page 51
“ 1790, 6,001. Moore, SLAVERY IN MASSACHUSETTS, page 51
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The population of Rhode Island at this point, its first census, was 7,181. Of the 426 black people in the colony, 
220 were in Newport (folks there would become so worried that the local black population was too numerous, 
that they would put a special tax on every new black slave imported!177)

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: In 1652 Rhode Island passed a law
designed to prohibit life slavery in the colony. It declared
that “Whereas, there is a common course practised amongst
English men to buy negers, to that end they may have them for
service or slaves forever; for the preventinge of such practices
among us, let it be ordered, that no blacke mankind or white
being forced by covenant bond, or otherwise, to serve any man
or his assighnes longer than ten yeares, or untill they come to
bee twentie four yeares of age, if they bee taken in under
fourteen, from the time of their cominge within the liberties
of this Collonie. And at the end or terme of ten yeares to sett
them free, as the manner is with the English servants. And that
man that will not let them goe free, or shall sell them away
elsewhere, to that end that they may bee enslaved to others for
a long time, hee or they shall forfeit to the Collonie forty
pounds.”178

This law was for a time enforced,179 but by the beginning of the
eighteenth century it had either been repealed or become a dead
letter; for the Act of 1708 recognized perpetual slavery, and
laid an impost of £3 on Negroes imported.180 This duty was really
a tax on the transport trade, and produced a steady income for
twenty years.181 From the year 1700 on, the citizens of this
State engaged more and more in the carrying trade, until Rhode
Island became the greatest slave-trader in America. Although she
did not import many slaves for her own use, she became the
clearing-house for the trade of other colonies. Governor
Cranston, as early as 1708, reported that between 1698 and 1708
one hundred and three vessels were built in the State, all of
which were trading to the West Indies and the Southern
colonies.182 They took out lumber and brought back molasses, in
most cases making a slave voyage in between. From this, the trade
grew. Samuel Hopkins, about 1770, was shocked at the state of
the trade: more than thirty distilleries were running in the
colony, and one hundred and fifty vessels were in the slave-
trade.183 “Rhode Island,” said he, “has been more deeply

1708

177. Notice, if you please: this fact of prior taxation to interfere with the addition of new slaves, motivated not by any desire to purge 
the earth of the iniquity of the international slave trade but by a simple, self-serving fear of large numbers of black people, or a 
distaste for blackness (a “Negrophobia”), offers an interesting new perspective on the later banning of the international slave trade. 
Said banning may or may not have been motivated by the fine motivations that would be being offered in self-justification!
178. RHODE ISLAND COLONIAL RECORD, I. 240.
179. Cf. letter written in 1681: NEW ENGLAND REGISTER, XXXI. 75-6. Cf. also Arnold, HISTORY OF RHODE ISLAND, I. 240.
180. The text of this act is lost (COLONIAL RECORD, IV. 34; Arnold, HISTORY OF RHODE ISLAND, II. 31). The Acts of Rhode Island 
were not well preserved, the first being published in Boston in 1719. Perhaps other whole acts are lost.
181. E.g., it was expended to pave the streets of Newport, to build bridges, etc.: RHODE ISLAND COLONIAL RECORD, IV. 191-3, 225.
182. RHODE ISLAND COLONIAL RECORD, IV. 55-60.
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interested in the slave-trade, and has enslaved more Africans
than any other colony in New England.” Later, in 1787, he wrote:
“The inhabitants of Rhode Island, especially those of Newport,
have had by far the greater share in this traffic, of all these
United States. This trade in human species has been the first
wheel of commerce in Newport, on which every other movement in
business has chiefly depended. That town has been built up, and
flourished in times past, at the expense of the blood, the
liberty, and happiness of the poor Africans; and the inhabitants
have lived on this, and by it have gotten most of their wealth
and riches.”184

The Act of 1708 was poorly enforced. The “good intentions” of
its framers “were wholly frustrated” by the clandestine “hiding
and conveying said negroes out of the town [Newport] into the
country, where they lie concealed.”185 The act was accordingly
strengthened by the Acts of 1712 and 1715, and made to apply to
importations by land as well as by sea.186 The Act of 1715,
however, favored the trade by admitting African Negroes free of
duty. The chaotic state of Rhode Island did not allow England
often to review her legislation; but as soon as the Act of 1712
came to notice it was disallowed, and accordingly repealed in
1732.187 Whether the Act of 1715 remained, or whether any other
duty act was passed, is not clear.
While the foreign trade was flourishing, the influence of the
Friends and of other causes eventually led to a movement against
slavery as a local institution. Abolition societies multiplied,
and in 1770 an abolition bill was ordered by the Assembly, but
it was never passed.188 Four years later the city of Providence
resolved that “as personal liberty is an essential part of the
natural rights of mankind,” the importation of slaves and the
system of slavery should cease in the colony.189 This movement
finally resulted, in 1774, in an act “prohibiting the
importation of Negroes into this Colony,” — a law which
curiously illustrated the attitude of Rhode Island toward the
slave-trade. The preamble of the act declared: “Whereas, the
inhabitants of America are generally engaged in the preservation
of their own rights and liberties, among which, that of personal
freedom must be considered as the greatest; as those who are
desirous of enjoying all the advantages of liberty themselves,
should be willing to extend personal liberty to others; —
Therefore,” etc. The statute then proceeded to enact “that for
the future, no negro or mulatto slave shall be brought into this
colony; and in case any slave shall hereafter be brought in, he
or she shall be, and are hereby, rendered immediately free....”
The logical ending of such an act would have been a clause

183. Patten, REMINISCENCES OF SAMUEL HOPKINS (1843), page 80.
184. Hopkins, WORKS (1854), II. 615.
185. Preamble of the Act of 1712.
186. RHODE ISLAND COLONIAL RECORD, IV. 131-5, 138, 143, 191-3.
187. RHODE ISLAND COLONIAL RECORD, IV. 471.
188. Arnold, HISTORY OF RHODE ISLAND, II. 304, 321, 337. For a probable copy of the bill, see NARRAGANSETT HISTORICAL 
REGISTER, II. 299.
189. A man dying intestate left slaves, who became thus the property of the city; they were freed, and the town made the above 
resolve, May 17, 1774, in town meeting: Staples, ANNALS OF PROVIDENCE (1843), page 236.
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prohibiting the participation of Rhode Island citizens in the
slave-trade. Not only was such a clause omitted, but the
following was inserted instead: “Provided, also, that nothing
in this act shall extend, or be deemed to extend, to any negro
or mulatto slave brought from the coast of Africa, into the West
Indies, on board any vessel belonging to this colony, and which
negro or mulatto slave could not be disposed of in the West
Indies, but shall be brought into this colony. Provided, that
the owner of such negro or mulatto slave give bond ... that such
negro or mulatto slave shall be exported out of the colony,
within one year from the date of such bond; if such negro or
mulatto be alive, and in a condition to be removed.”190

In 1779 an act to prevent the sale of slaves out of the State
was passed,191 and in 1784, an act gradually to abolish
slavery.192 Not until 1787 did an act pass to forbid
participation in the slave-trade. This law laid a penalty of
£100 for every slave transported and £1000 for every vessel so
engaged.193

190. RHODE ISLAND COLONIAL RECORD, VII. 251-2.
191. BARTLETT’S INDEX, page 329; Arnold, HISTORY OF RHODE ISLAND, II. 444; RHODE ISLAND COLONIAL RECORD, VIII. 618.
192. RHODE ISLAND COLONIAL RECORD, X. 7-8; Arnold, HISTORY OF RHODE ISLAND, II. 506.
193. BARTLETT’S INDEX, page 333; NARRAGANSETT HISTORICAL REGISTER, II. 298-9. The number of slaves in Rhode Island has 
been estimated as follows: — 
In 1708, 426. RHODE ISLAND COLONIAL RECORD, IV. 59.
In 1730, 1,648. RHODE ISLAND HISTORICAL TRACTS, No. 19, pt. 2, page 99.
In 1749, 3,077. Williams, HISTORY OF THE NEGRO RACE IN AMERICA, I. 281.
In 1756, 4,697. Williams, HISTORY OF THE NEGRO RACE IN AMERICA, I. 281.
In 1774, 3,761. RHODE ISLAND COLONIAL RECORD, VII. 253.
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September 24, Saturday (Old Style): New York enacted a £3 “Duty on the Tonnage of Vessels and Slaves ... not 
inported directly from their native country.”

“An Act for Laying a Duty on the Tonnage of Vessels and Slaves.”
[Continued by Act of Oct. 30, 1710. ACTS OF ASSEMBLY, 1691-1718,
pages 97, 125, and 134; LAWS OF NEW YORK, 1691-1773, page 83.]194

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: The early ordinances of the Dutch,
laying duties, generally of ten per cent, on slaves, probably
proved burdensome to the trade, although this was not
intentional.195 The Biblical prohibition of slavery and the
slave-trade, copied from New England codes into the Duke of
York’s Laws, had no practical application,196 and the trade
continued to be encouraged in the governors’ instructions. In
1709 a duty of £3 was laid on Negroes from elsewhere than
Africa.197 This was aimed at West India slaves, and was
prohibitive. By 1716 the duty on all slaves was £1 12½s., which
was probably a mere revenue figure.198 In 1728 a duty of 40s. was
laid, to be continued until 1737.199 It proved restrictive,
however, and on the “humble petition of the Merchants and
Traders of the City of Bristol” was disallowed in 1735, as
“greatly prejudicial to the Trade and Navigation of this
Kingdom.”200 Governor Cosby was also reminded that no duties on
slaves payable by the importer were to be laid. Later, in 1753,
the 40s. duty was restored, but under the increased trade of those
days was not felt.201 No further restrictions seem to have been
attempted until 1785, when the sale of slaves in the State was

1709

194. The following is a summary of the legislation of the colony of New York; details will be found in W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: — 
1709, Duty Act: £3 on Negroes not direct from Africa (Continued by the Acts of 1710, 1711).
1711, Bill to lay further duty, lost in Council.
1716, Duty Act: 5 oz. plate on Africans in colony ships. 10 oz. plate on Africans in other ships.
1728, Duty Act: 40s. on Africans, £4 on colonial Negroes.
1732, Duty Act: 40s. on Africans, £4 on colonial Negroes.
1734, Duty Act: (?)
1753, Duty Act: 40s. on Africans, £4 on colonial Negroes. (This act was annually continued.)
[1777, Vermont Constitution does not recognize slavery.]
1785, Sale of slaves in State prohibited.
[1786, Sale of slaves in Vermont prohibited.]
1788, Sale of slaves in State prohibited.
195. O’Callaghan, LAWS OF NEW NETHERLAND, 1638-74, pages 31, 348, etc. The colonists themselves were encouraged to trade, 
but the terms were not favorable enough: DOC. REL. COL. HIST. NEW YORK, I. 246; LAWS OF NEW NETHERLAND, pages 81-2, note, 
127. The colonists declared “that they are inclined to a foreign Trade, and especially to the Coast of Africa, ... in order to fetch 
thence Slaves”: O’Callaghan, VOYAGES OF THE SLAVERS, etc., page 172.
196. CHARTER TO WILLIAM PENN, etc. (1879), page 12. First published on Long Island in 1664. Possibly Negro slaves were 
explicitly excepted. Cf. MAGAZINE OF AMERICAN HISTORY, XI. 411, and N.Y. HIST. SOC. COLL., I. 322.
197. ACTS OF ASSEMBLY, 1691-1718, pages 97, 125, 134; DOC. REL. COL. HIST. NEW YORK, V. 178, 185, 293.
198. The Assembly attempted to raise the slave duty in 1711, but the Council objected (DOC. REL. COL. HIST. NEW YORK, V. 292 
ff.), although, as it seems, not on account of the slave duty in particular. Another act was passed between 1711 and 1716, but its 
contents are not known (cf. title of the Act of 1716). For the Act of 1716, see ACTS OF ASSEMBLY, 1691-1718, page 224.
199. DOC. REL. COL. HIST. NEW YORK, VI. 37, 38.
200. DOC. REL. COL. HIST. NEW YORK, VI. 32-4.
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forbidden.202

The chief element of restriction in this colony appears to have
been the shrewd business sense of the traders, who never flooded
the slave market, but kept a supply sufficient for the slowly
growing demand. Between 1701 and 1726 only about 2,375 slaves
were imported, and in 1774 the total slave population amounted
to 21,149.203 No restriction was ever put by New York on
participation in the trade outside the colony, and in spite of
national laws New York merchants continued to be engaged in this
traffic even down to the Civil War.204

Vermont, who withdrew from New York in 1777, in her first
Constitution205 declared slavery illegal, and in 1786 stopped by
law the sale and transportation of slaves within her
boundaries.206

201. DOC. REL. COL. HIST. NEW YORK, VII. 907. This act was annually renewed. The slave duty remained a chief source of revenue 
down to 1774. Cf. REPORT OF GOVERNOR TRYON, in DOC. REL. COL. HIST. NEW YORK, VIII. 452.
202. LAWS OF NEW YORK, 1785-88 (ed. 1886), ch. 68, page 121. Substantially the same act reappears in the revision of the laws of 
1788: LAWS OF NEW YORK, 1785-88 (ed. 1886), ch. 40, page 676.
203. The slave population of New York has been estimated as follows: — 
In 1698, 2,170. DOC. REL. COL. HIST. NEW YORK, IV. 420.
In 1703, 2,258. N.Y. COL. MSS., XLVIII.; cited in Hough, N.Y. CENSUS, 1855, Introd.
In 1712, 2,425. N.Y. CENSUS, 1855, LVII., LIX. (a partial census).
In 1723, 6,171. DOC. REL. COL. HIST. NEW YORK, V. 702.
In 1731, 7,743. DOC. REL. COL. HIST. NEW YORK, V. 929.
In 1737, 8,941. DOC. REL. COL. HIST. NEW YORK, VI. 133.
In 1746, 9,107. DOC. REL. COL. HIST. NEW YORK, VI. 392.
In 1749, 10,692. DOC. REL. COL. HIST. NEW YORK, VI. 550.
In 1756, 13,548. LONDON DOC., XLIV. 123; cited in Hough, as above.
In 1771, 19,863. LONDON DOC., XLIV. 144; cited in Hough, as above.
In 1774, 21,149. LONDON DOC., XLIV. 144; cited in Hough, as above.
In 1786, 18,889. DEEDS IN OFFICE SEC. OF STATE, XXII. 35.
Total number of Africans imported from 1701 to 1726, 2,375, of whom 802 were from Africa: O’Callaghan, DOCUMENTARY 
HISTORY OF NEW YORK, I. 482.
204. Cf. below, Chapter XI.

205. VERMONT STATE PAPERS, 1779-86, page 244. The return of sixteen slaves in Vermont, by the first census, was an error: NEW 
ENGLAND RECORD, XXIX. 249.
206. VERMONT STATE PAPERS, page 505.
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The Virginia colony’s legislature enacted a £5 duty “intended to discourage the importation” of slaves. There 
is evidence that this revenue act may have been disallowed. Neither title nor text have been found.

“Governor Spotswood to the Lords of Trade” in VIRGINIA HISTORICAL
SOCIETY COLL., New Series, I. 52.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: Next to South Carolina, Virginia had
probably the largest slave-trade. Her situation, however,
differed considerably from that of her Southern neighbor. The
climate, the staple tobacco crop, and the society of Virginia
were favorable to a system of domestic slavery, but one which
tended to develop into a patriarchal serfdom rather than into a
slave-consuming industrial hierarchy. The labor required by the
tobacco crop was less unhealthy than that connected with the
rice crop, and the Virginians were, perhaps, on a somewhat
higher moral plane than the Carolinians. There was consequently
no such insatiable demand for slaves in the larger colony. On
the other hand, the power of the Virginia executive was
peculiarly strong, and it was not possible here to thwart the
slave-trade policy of the home government as easily as
elsewhere.
Considering all these circumstances, it is somewhat difficult
to determine just what was the attitude of the early Virginians
toward the slave-trade. There is evidence, however, to show that
although they desired the slave-trade, the rate at which the
Negroes were brought in soon alarmed them. In 1710 a duty of £5
was laid on Negroes, but Governor Spotswood “soon perceived that
the laying so high a Duty on Negros was intended to discourage
the importation,” and vetoed the measure.207 No further
restrictive legislation was attempted for some years, but
whether on account of the attitude of the governor or the desire
of the inhabitants, is not clear. With 1723 begins a series of
acts extending down to the Revolution, which, so far as their
contents can be ascertained, seem to have been designed
effectually to check the slave-trade. Some of these acts, like
those of 1723 and 1727, were almost immediately disallowed.208

The Act of 1732 laid a duty of 5%, which was continued until
1769,209 and all other duties were in addition to this; so that
by such cumulative duties the rate on slaves reached 25% in
1755,210 and 35% at the time of Braddock’s expedition.211 These
acts were found “very burthensome,” “introductive of many
frauds,” and “very inconvenient,”212 and were so far repealed

1710

207. LETTERS OF GOVERNOR SPOTSWOOD, in VA. HIST. SOC. COLL., New Ser., I. 52.
208. Hening, STATUTES AT LARGE OF VIRGINIA, IV. 118, 182.
209. Hening, STATUTES AT LARGE OF VIRGINIA, IV. 317, 394; V. 28, 160, 318; VI. 217, 353; VII. 281; VIII. 190, 336, 532.
210. Hening, STATUTES AT LARGE OF VIRGINIA, V. 92; VI. 417, 419, 461, 466.
211. Hening, STATUTES AT LARGE OF VIRGINIA, VII. 69, 81.
212.  Hening, STATUTES AT LARGE OF VIRGINIA, VII. 363, 383.
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that by 1761 the duty was only 15%. As now the Burgesses became
more powerful, two or more bills proposing restrictive duties
were passed, but disallowed.213 By 1772 the anti-slave-trade
feeling had become considerably developed, and the Burgesses
petitioned the king, declaring that “The importation of slaves
into the colonies from the coast of Africa hath long been
considered as a trade of great inhumanity, and under its present
encouragement, we have too much reason to fear will endanger the very
existence of your Majesty’s American dominions.... Deeply impressed
with these sentiments, we most humbly beseech your Majesty to
remove all those restraints on your Majesty’s governors of this colony,
which inhibit their assenting to such laws as might check so very pernicious a commerce.”214

Nothing further appears to have been done before the war. When,
in 1776, the delegates adopted a Frame of Government, it was
charged in this document that the king had perverted his high
office into a “detestable and insupportable tyranny, by ...
prompting our negroes to rise in arms among us, those very
negroes whom, by an inhuman use of his negative, he hath refused
us permission to exclude by law.”215 Two years later, in 1778,
an “Act to prevent the further importation of Slaves” stopped
definitively the legal slave-trade to Virginia.216

December 28: The legislature of Pennsylvania laid a 40-shilling duty on “Negroes, wine, rum and other spirits, cyder 
and vessels.” (This would be repealed by order in Council on February 20, 1713: Carey and Bioren, LAWS, I. 
82; Bettle, “Notices of Negro Slavery” in PENN. HIST. SOC. MEM., 1864, I. 415.)

213.  Hening, STATUTES AT LARGE OF VIRGINIA, VIII. 237, 337.
214. MISCELLANEOUS PAPERS, 1672-1865, in VA. HIST. SOC. COLL., New Ser., VI. 14; Tucker, BLACKSTONE’S COMMENTARIES, I. 
Part II. App., 51.
215. Hening, STATUTES AT LARGE OF VIRGINIA, IX. 112.
216. Importation by sea or by land was prohibited, with a penalty of £1000 for illegal importation and £500 for buying or selling. 
The Negro was freed, if illegally brought in. This law was revised somewhat in 1785. Cf. Hening, STATUTES AT LARGE OF VIRGINIA, 
IX. 471; XII. 182.
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The Religious Society of Friends in Pennsylvania agreed with the righteousness of, and agreed to implement, 
the petition “against the traffic of menbody” with which they had been being struggling since 1688.217

“... the Yearly Meeting of Philadelphia, on a representation
from the Quarterly Meeting of Chester, that the buying and
encouraging the importation of negroes was still practised by
some of the members of the society, again repeated and enforced
the observance of the advice issued in 1696, and further
directed all merchants and factors to write to their
correspondents and discourage their sending any more negroes.”
Bettle, “Notices of Negro Slavery,” in PENN. HIST. SOC. MEM.
(1864), I. 386.

Two of the original four signers were still alive218 and as far as the people of Pennsylvania were concerned, 
the days of international slave trade and of slave trading in general were over. Done done done. Been there 
done that got the T-shirt!

1711

217. Unfortunately, the Quakers of Rhode Island would not initially be in accord with this new sentiment against the traffic in 
menbody. Below appears the rotting hulk of the slave ship Jem, as of the Year of Our Lord 1891 at Fort Adams near Newport 
on Aquidneck Island:

218. Refer to the poem “The Pennsylvania Pilgrim” by Friend John Greenleaf Whittier about one of the four original signers of this 
petition, Francis Daniel Pastorius: “The world forgets, but the wise angels know.”
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July: The East India Company swapped its land at Sandy Bay on St. Helena with Thomas Cason, for his land 
between Plantation House and High Peak.

In this month and the following one the New York assembly strengthened its previous act placing a duty on 
the tonnage of vessels and slaves.

“An Act for the more effectual putting in Execution an Act of
General Assembly, Intituled, An Act for Laying a Duty on the
Tonnage of Vessels and Slaves.” ACTS OF ASSEMBLY, 1691-1718, page
134.219

December: The New York assembly attempted to increase the duty on slaves, but in the state Council this proposal was 
defeated.

Bill for laying a further duty on slaves. Passed Assembly; lost
in Council. DOC. REL. COL. HIST. NEW YORK, V. 293.

219. The following is a summary of the legislation of the colony of New York; details will be found in W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: — 
1709, Duty Act: £3 on Negroes not direct from Africa (Continued by the Acts of 1710, 1711).
1711, Bill to lay further duty, lost in Council.
1716, Duty Act: 5 oz. plate on Africans in colony ships. 10 oz. plate on Africans in other ships.
1728, Duty Act: 40s. on Africans, £4 on colonial Negroes.
1732, Duty Act: 40s. on Africans, £4 on colonial Negroes.
1734, Duty Act: (?)
1753, Duty Act: 40s. on Africans, £4 on colonial Negroes. (This act was annually continued.)
[1777, Vermont Constitution does not recognize slavery.]
1785, Sale of slaves in State prohibited.
[1786, Sale of slaves in Vermont prohibited.]
1788, Sale of slaves in State prohibited.
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February 27, Wednesday (1711, Old Style): At Newport, Rhode Island the General Assembly laid a duty upon the 
import of negro slaves. (Several decades later, His Majesty the King of England would order them to repeal 
this duty on the import of negro slaves into the colony — and they would obediently render this revenue act 
of theirs null and void.)

June 7, Saturday (Old Style): In order to cope with its fears of servile insurrection after “Divers Plots and 
Insurrections,” Pennsylvania enacted a prohibitive tariff on the importation of Negro slaves, Indian slaves, 
rum, and other objectionable items of import (this tariff would be disallowed by Great Britain in 1713).

“A supplementary Act to an act, entituled, An impost act, laying
a duty on Negroes, rum,” etc. Carey and Bioren, LAWS, I. 87, 88.
Cf. COLONIAL RECORDS (1852), II. 553.

“An act to prevent the Importation of Negroes and Indians into
this Province.”
“Whereas Divers Plots and Insurrections have frequently
happened, not only in the Islands, but on the Main Land of
America, by Negroes, which have been carried on so far that
several of the Inhabitants have been thereby barbarously
Murthered, an instance whereof we have lately had in our
neighboring Colony of New York. And whereas the Importation of
Indian Slaves hath given our Neighboring Indians in this Province
some umbrage of Suspicion and Dis-satisfaction. For Prevention
of all which for the future,
“Be it Enacted ..., That from and after the Publication of this Act,
upon the Importation of any Negro or Indian, by Land or Water,
into this Province, there shall be paid by the Importer, Owner
or Possessor thereof, the sum of Twenty Pounds per head, for every
Negro or Indian so imported or brought in (except Negroes
directly brought in from the West India Islands before the first Day
of the Month called August next) unto the proper Officer herein
after named, or that shall be appointed according to the
Directions of this Act to receive the same,” etc. LAWS OF
PENNSYLVANIA, COLLECTED, etc. (ed. 1714), page 165; COLONIAL RECORDS
(1852), II. 553; Burge, COMMENTARIES, I. 737, note; PENN. ARCHIVES,
I. 162.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: One of the first American protests
against the slave-trade came from certain German Friends, in
1688, at a Weekly Meeting held in Germantown, Pennsylvania.
“These are the reasons,” wrote “Garret henderich, derick up de
graeff, Francis daniell Pastorius, and Abraham up Den graef,”
“why we are against the traffick of men-body, as followeth: Is
there any that would be done or handled at this manner?... Now,
tho they are black, we cannot conceive there is more liberty to

1712
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have them slaves, as it is to have other white ones. There is a
saying, that we shall doe to all men like as we will be done
ourselves; making no difference of what generation, descent or
colour they are. And those who steal or robb men, and those who
buy or purchase them, are they not all alike?”220 This little
leaven helped slowly to work a revolution in the attitude of
this great sect toward slavery and the slave-trade. The Yearly
Meeting at first postponed the matter, “It having so General a
Relation to many other Parts.”221 Eventually, however, in 1696,
the Yearly Meeting advised “That Friends be careful not to
encourage the bringing in of any more Negroes.”222 This advice
was repeated in stronger terms for a quarter-century,223 and by
that time Sandiford, Benezet, Lay, and Woolman had begun their
crusade. In 1754 the Friends took a step farther and made the
purchase of slaves a matter of discipline.224 Four years later
the Yearly Meeting expressed itself clearly as “against every
branch of this practice,” and declared that if “any professing
with us should persist to vindicate it, and be concerned in
importing, selling or purchasing slaves, the respective Monthly
Meetings to which they belong should manifest their disunion
with such persons.”225 Further, manumission was recommended, and
in 1776 made compulsory.226 The effect of this attitude of the
Friends was early manifested in the legislation of all the
colonies where the sect was influential, and particularly in
Pennsylvania.
One of the first duty acts (1710) laid a restrictive duty of 40s.
on slaves, and was eventually disallowed.227 In 1712 William
Southeby petitioned the Assembly totally to abolish slavery.
This the Assembly naturally refused to attempt; but the same
year, in response to another petition “signed by many hands,”
they passed an “Act to prevent the Importation of Negroes and
Indians,”228 — the first enactment of its kind in America. This
act was inspired largely by the general fear of insurrection
which succeeded the “Negro-plot” of 1712 in New York. It
declared: “Whereas, divers Plots and Insurrections have
frequently happened, not only in the Islands but on the Main
Land of America, by Negroes, which have been carried on so far
that several of the inhabitants have been barbarously Murthered,
an Instance whereof we have lately had in our Neighboring Colony
of New York,”229 etc. It then proceeded to lay a prohibitive duty
of £20 on all slaves imported. These acts were quickly disposed
of in England. Three duty acts affecting Negroes, including the
prohibitory act, were in 1713 disallowed, and it was directed
that “the Depty Govr Council and Assembly of Pensilvania, be &

220. From fac-simile copy, published at Germantown in 1880. Cf. Whittier’s poem, “Pennsylvania Hall” (POETICAL WORKS, 
Riverside ed., III. 62); and Proud, HISTORY OF PENNSYLVANIA (1797), I. 219.
221. From fac-simile copy, published at Germantown in 1880.
222. Bettle, NOTICES OF NEGRO SLAVERY, in PENN. HIST. SOC. MEM. (1864), I. 383.
223. Cf. Bettle, NOTICES OF NEGRO SLAVERY, PASSIM.
224. Janney, HISTORY OF THE FRIENDS, III. 315-7.
225. HISTORY OF THE FRIENDS, III. 317.
226. Bettle, in PENN. HIST. SOC. MEM., I. 395.
227. PENN. COL. REC. (1852), II. 530; Bettle, in PENN. HIST. SOC. MEM., I. 415.
228. LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA, COLLECTED, etc., 1714, page 165; Bettle, in PENN. HIST. SOC. MEM., I. 387.
229. See preamble of the act.

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY

HDT WHAT? INDEX
they are hereby Strictly Enjoyned & required not to permit the
said Laws ... to be from henceforward put in Execution.”230 The
Assembly repealed these laws, but in 1715 passed another laying
a duty of £5, which was also eventually disallowed.231 Other
acts, the provisions of which are not clear, were passed in 1720
and 1722,232 and in 1725-1726 the duty on Negroes was raised to
the restrictive figure of £10.233 This duty, for some reason not
apparent, was lowered to £2 in 1729,234 but restored again in
1761.235 A struggle occurred over this last measure, the Friends
petitioning for it, and the Philadelphia merchants against it,
declaring that “We, the subscribers, ever desirous to extend the
Trade of this Province, have seen, for some time past, the many
inconveniencys the Inhabitants have suffer’d for want of
Labourers and artificers, ... have for some time encouraged the
importation of Negroes;” they prayed therefore at least for a
delay in passing the measure.236 The law, nevertheless, after
much debate and altercation with the governor, finally passed.
These repeated acts nearly stopped the trade, and the
manumission or sale of Negroes by the Friends decreased the
number of slaves in the province. The rising spirit of
independence enabled the colony, in 1773, to restore the
prohibitive duty of £20 and make it perpetual.237 After the
Revolution unpaid duties on slaves were collected and the slaves
registered,238 and in 1780 an “Act for the gradual Abolition of
Slavery” was passed.239 As there were probably at no time before
the war more than 11,000 slaves in Pennsylvania,240 the task thus
accomplished was not so formidable as in many other States. As
it was, participation in the slave-trade outside the colony was
not prohibited until 1788.241

It seems probable that in the original Swedish settlements along
the Delaware slavery was prohibited.242 This measure had,
however, little practical effect; for as soon as the Dutch got

230. The Pennsylvanians did not allow their laws to reach England until long after they were passed: PENN. ARCHIVES, I. 161-2; 
COL. REC., II. 572-3. These acts were disallowed Feb. 20, 1713. Another duty act was passed in 1712, supplementary to the Act of 
1710 (COL. REC., II. 553). The contents are unknown.
231. ACTS AND LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA, 1715, page 270; Chalmers, OPINIONS, II. 118. Before the disallowance was known, the 
act had been continued by the Act of 1718: Carey and Bioren, LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA, 1700-1802, I. 118; PENN. COL. REC., III. 
38.
232. Carey and Bioren, LAWS, I. 165; PENN. COL. REC., III. 171; Bettle, in PENN. HIST. SOC. MEM., I. 389, note.
233. Carey and Bioren, LAWS, I. 214; Bettle, in PENN. HIST. SOC. MEM., I. 388. Possibly there were two acts this year.
234. LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA (ed. 1742), page 354, ch. 287. Possibly some change in the currency made this change appear greater 
than it was.
235. Carey and Bioren, LAWS, I. 371; ACTS OF ASSEMBLY (ed. 1782), page 149; Dallas, LAWS, I. 406, ch. 379. This act was renewed 
in 1768: Carey and Bioren, LAWS, I. 451; PENN. COL. REC., IX. 472, 637, 641.
236. PENN. COL. REC., VIII. 576.
237. A large petition called for this bill. Much altercation ensued with the governor: Dallas, LAWS, I. 671, ch. 692; PENN. COL. REC., 
X. 77; Bettle, in PENN. HIST. SOC. MEM., I. 388-9.
238. Dallas, LAWS, I. 782, ch. 810.
239. LAWS, I. 838, ch. 881.
240. There exist but few estimates of the number of slaves in this colony: — 
In 1721, 2,500-5,000. DOC. REL. COL. HIST. NEW YORK, V. 604.
In 1754, 11,000. Bancroft, HIST. OF UNITED STATES (1883), II. 391.
In 1760, very few. Burnaby, TRAVELS THROUGH N. AMER. (2d ed.), page 81.
In 1775, 2,000. PENN. ARCHIVES, IV 597.
241. Dallas, LAWS, II. 586.
242. Cf. ARGONAUTICA GUSTAVIANA, pages 21-3; DEL. HIST. SOC. PAPERS, III. 10; HAZARD’S REGISTER, IV. 221, §§ 23, 24; 
HAZARD’S ANNALS, page 372; Armstrong, RECORD OF UPLAND COURT, pages 29-30, and notes.
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control the slave-trade was opened, although, as it appears, to
no large extent. After the fall of the Dutch Delaware came into
English hands. Not until 1775 do we find any legislation on the
slave-trade. In that year the colony attempted to prohibit the
importation of slaves, but the governor vetoed the bill.243

Finally, in 1776 by the Constitution, and in 1787 by law,
importation and exportation were both prohibited.244

243. Force, AMERICAN ARCHIVES, 4th Ser., II. 128-9.
244. AMERICAN ARCHIVES, 5th Ser., I. 1178; LAWS OF DELAWARE, 1797 (Newcastle ed.), page 884, ch. 145 b.
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March 11, Wednesday (1712, Old Style): The colony of New Jersey imposed a £10 “Duty on Negro, Indian and 
Mulatto Slaves, imported and brought into this Province.”245

“Be it Enacted ..., That every Person or Persons that shall
hereafter Import or bring in, or cause to be imported or brought
into this Province, any Negro Indian or Mulatto Slave or Slaves,
every such Person or Persons so importing or bringing in, or
causing to be imported or brought in, such Slave or Slaves, shall
enter with one of the Collectors of her Majestie’s Customs of
this Province, every such Slave or Slaves, within Twenty Four
Hours after such Slave or Slaves is so Imported, and pay the Sum
of Ten Pounds Money as appointed by her Majesty’s Proclamation,
for each Slave so imported, or give sufficient Security that the
said Sum of Ten Pounds, Money aforesaid, shall be well and truly
paid within three Months after such Slave or Slaves are so
imported, to the Collector or his Deputy of the District into
which such Slave or Slaves shall be imported, for the use of her
Majesty, her Heirs and Successors, toward the Support of the
Government of this Province.” For seven years; violations incur
forfeiture and sale of slaves at auction; slaves brought from
elsewhere than Africa to pay £10, etc. LAWS AND ACTS OF NEW JERSEY,
1703-1717 (edition of 1717), page 43; N.J. ARCHIVES, 1st Series,
XIII. 516, 517, 520, 522, 523, 527, 532, 541.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: Although the freeholders of West New
Jersey declared, in 1676, that “all and every Person and Persons
Inhabiting the said Province, shall, as far as in us lies, be
free from Oppression and Slavery,”246 yet Negro slaves are early
found in the colony.247 The first restrictive measure was passed,
after considerable friction between the Council and the House,
in 1713; it laid a duty of £10, currency.248 Governor Hunter
explained to the Board of Trade that the bill was “calculated
to Encourage the Importation of white Servants for the better
Peopeling that Country.”249 How long this act continued does not
appear; probably, not long. No further legislation was enacted
until 1762 or 1763, when a prohibitive duty was laid on account
of “the inconvenience the Province is exposed to in lying open
to the free importation of Negros, when the Provinces on each

1713

245. The following is a summary of the legislation of the colony of New Jersey; details will be found in W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: — 
1713, Duty Act: £10.
1763 (?), Duty Act.
1769, Duty Act: £15.
1774, Duty Act: £5 on Africans, £10 on colonial Negroes.
1786, Importation prohibited.
246. Leaming and Spicer, GRANTS, CONCESSIONS, etc., page 398. Probably this did not refer to Negroes at all.
247. Cf. Vincent, HISTORY OF DELAWARE, I. 159, 381.
248. LAWS AND ACTS OF NEW JERSEY, 1703-17 (ed. 1717), page 43.
249. N.J. ARCHIVES, IV. 196. There was much difficulty in passing the bill: N.J. ARCHIVES, XIII. 516-41.
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side have laid duties on them.”250 The Board of Trade declared
that while they did not object to “the Policy of imposing a
reasonable duty,” they could not assent to this, and the act was
disallowed.251 The Act of 1769 evaded the technical objection of
the Board of Trade, and laid a duty of £15 on the first
purchasers of Negroes, because, as the act declared, “Duties on
the Importation of Negroes in several of the neighbouring
Colonies hath, on Experience, been found beneficial in the
Introduction of sober, industrious Foreigners.”252 In 1774 a bill
which, according to the report of the Council to Governor
Morris, “plainly intended an entire Prohibition of all Slaves
being imported from foreign Parts,” was thrown out by the
Council.253 Importation was finally prohibited in 1786.254

March 26, Sunday (Old Style): The “Assiento,” a formal permission, was issued by the King of Spain to Great Britain, 
to legitimate the importation of slaves from Africa, by English vessels, into Spanish ports in the New World.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: Having thus gained practically free
admittance to the field, English merchants sought to exclude
other nations by securing a monopoly of the lucrative Spanish
colonial slave-trade. Their object was finally accomplished by
the signing of the Assiento in 1713.
The Assiento was a treaty between England and Spain by which the
latter granted the former a monopoly of the Spanish colonial
slave-trade for thirty years, and England engaged to supply the
colonies within that time with at least 144,000 slaves, at the
rate of 4,800 per year. England was also to advance Spain 200,000
crowns, and to pay a duty of 33½ crowns for each slave imported.
The kings of Spain and England were each to receive one-fourth
of the profits of the trade, and the Royal African Company were
authorized to import as many slaves as they wished above the
specified number in the first twenty-five years, and to sell
them, except in three ports, at any price they could get.
It is stated that, in the twenty years from 1713 to 1733, fifteen
thousand slaves were annually imported into America by the
English, of whom from one-third to one-half went to the Spanish
colonies.255 To the company itself the venture proved a financial
failure; for during the years 1729-1750 Parliament assisted the
Royal Company by annual grants which amounted to £90,000,256 and
by 1739 Spain was a creditor to the extent of £68,000, and
threatened to suspend the treaty. The war interrupted the
carrying out of the contract, but the Peace of Aix-la-Chapelle
extended the limit by four years. Finally, October 5, 1750, this

250. N.J. ARCHIVES, IX. 345-6. The exact provisions of the act I have not found.
251. N.J. ARCHIVES, IX. 383, 447, 458. Chiefly because the duty was laid on the importer.
252. Allinson, ACTS OF ASSEMBLY, pages 315-6.
253. N.J. ARCHIVES, VI. 222.
254. ACTS OF THE 10TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY, May 2, 1786. There are two estimates of the number of slaves in this colony: — 
In 1738, 3,981. AMERICAN ANNALS, II. 127.
In 1754, 4,606. AMERICAN ANNALS, II. 143.
255. Bandinel, ACCOUNT OF THE SLAVE TRADE, page 59. Cf. Bryan Edwards, HISTORY OF THE BRITISH COLONIES IN THE W. INDIES 
(London, 1798), Book VI.
256. From 1729 to 1788, including compensation to the old company, Parliament expended £705,255 on African companies. Cf. 
REPORT OF THE LORDS OF THE COMMITTEE OF COUNCIL, etc.
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privilege was waived for a money consideration paid to England;
the Assiento was ended, and the Royal Company was bankrupt.

The document is of interest because it constitutes, in its selection of a racial term rather than a point-of-origin 
term such as “West Africans” or a legal term such as “slaves,” evidence that the troublesome identification of 
the legal status of enslavement with the racial status of being a black person was in fact already being made as 
of this date. The preamble to this document would read, in translation into English:

The Asiento
“The Assiento, or Contract for allowing to the Subjects of Great
Britain the Liberty of importing Negroes into the Spanish
America. Signed by the Catholick King at Madrid, the 26th Day
of March, 1713.”
Art. I. “First then to procure, by this means, a mutual and
reciprocal advantage to the sovereigns and subjects of both
crowns, her British majesty does offer and undertake for the
persons, whom she shall name and appoint, That they shall oblige
and charge themselves with the bringing into the West-Indies of
America, belonging to his catholick majesty, in the space of the
said 30 years, to commence on the 1st day of May, 1713, and
determine on the like day, which will be in the year 1743, viz.
144000 negroes, Piezas de India, of both sexes, and of all ages, at
the rate of 4800 negroes, Piezas de India, in each of the said 30
years, with this condition, That the persons who shall go to the
West-Indies to take care of the concerns of the assiento, shall
avoid giving any offence, for in such case they shall be
prosecuted and punished in the same manner, as they would have
been in Spain, if the like misdemeanors had been committed
there.”
Art. II. Assientists to pay a duty of 33 pieces of eight (Escudos)
for each Negro, which should include all duties.
Art. III. Assientists to advance to his Catholic Majesty 200,000
pieces of eight, which should be returned at the end of the first
twenty years, etc. John Almon, TREATIES OF PEACE, ALLIANCE, AND
COMMERCE, BETWEEN GREAT-BRITAIN AND OTHER POWERS (London, 1772), I. 83-
107.
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July 13, Monday (Old Style): On this day a treaty was arranged between red and white in New England, following 
Queen Anne’s War. At Newport, Rhode Island, the military stores of gunpowder were given over to the charge 
of the treasurer and the cannon were all coated in tar for preservation, and laid out in long rows upon logs along 
Governor’s Wharf.

The native headmen and the British negotiators signed these papers at Portsmouth, New Hampshire (see 
following). This treaty may well have spawned the world’s-record longest book title! A history, by Samuel 
Penhallow, would be entitled THE HISTORY OF THE WARS OF NEW-ENGLAND, WITH THE EASTERN INDIANS. 
OR, A NARRATIVE OF THEIR CONTINUED PERFIDY AND CRUELTY, FROM THE 10TH OF AUGUST, 1703. TO THE 
PEACE RENEWED 13TH OF JULY, 1713. AND FROM THE 25TH OF JULY, 1722. TO THEIR SUBMISSION 15TH 
DECEMBER, 1725. WHICH WAS RATIFIED AUGUST 5TH 1726. BY SAMUEL PENHALLOW, ESQR. ; [TWO LINES 
OF LATIN TEXT].

READ EDWARD FIELD TEXT
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The Treaty of Utrecht between Great Britain and Spain.

“Treaty of Peace and Friendship between the most serene and most
potent princess Anne, by the grace of God, Queen of Great
Britain, France, and Ireland, Defender of the Faith, &c. and the
most serene and most potent Prince Philip V the Catholick King
of Spain, concluded at Utrecht, the 2/13 Day of July, 1713.”
Art. XII. “The Catholick King doth furthermore hereby give and
grant to her Britannick majesty, and to the company of her
subjects appointed for that purpose, as well the subjects of
Spain, as all others, being excluded, the contract for
introducing negroes into several parts of the dominions of his
Catholick Majesty in America, commonly called el Pacto de el Assiento de
Negros, for the space of thirty years successively, beginning
from the first day of the month of May, in the year 1713, with
the same conditions on which the French enjoyed it, or at any
time might or ought to enjoy the same, together with a tract or
tracts of Land to be allotted by the said Catholick King, and
to be granted to the company aforesaid, commonly called la Compania
de el Assiento, in some convenient place on the river of Plata, (no
duties or revenues being payable by the said company on that
account, during the time of the abovementioned contract, and no
longer) and this settlement of the said society, or those tracts
of land, shall be proper and sufficient for planting, and
sowing, and for feeding cattle for the subsistence of those who
are in the service of the said company, and of their negroes;
and that the said negroes may be there kept in safety till they
are sold; and moreover, that the ships belonging to the said
company may come close to land, and be secure from any danger.
But it shall always be lawful for the Catholick King, to appoint
an officer in the said place or settlement, who may take care
that nothing be done or practised contrary to his royal
interests. And all who manage the affairs of the said company
there, or belong to it, shall be subject to the inspection of
the aforesaid officer, as to all matters relating to the tracts
of land abovementioned. But if any doubts, difficulties, or
controversies, should arise between the said officer and the
managers for the said company, they shall be referred to the
determination of the governor of Buenos Ayres. The Catholick
King has been likewise pleased to grant to the said company,
several other extraordinary advantages, which are more fully and
amply explained in the contract of the Assiento, which was made
and concluded at Madrid, the 26th day of the month of March, of
this present year 1713. Which contract, or Assiento de Negros, and
all the clauses, conditions, privileges and immunities contained
therein, and which are not contrary to this article, are and
shall be deemed, and taken to be, part of this treaty, in the
same manner as if they had been here inserted word for word.”
John Almon, TREATIES OF PEACE, ALLIANCE, AND COMMERCE, BETWEEN GREAT-
BRITAIN AND OTHER POWERS, I. 168-80.
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February 18, Thursday (1713, Old Style): South Carolina placed a duty on “all Negro Slaves imported into this 
Province from any part of America,” by “America” presumably meaning from anywhere in the New World as 
opposed to, say, Africa.

“An Act for laying an additional duty on all Negro Slaves
imported into this Province from any part of America.” Title
quoted in Act of 1719, §30, q.v.

December 18, Saturday (Old Style): South Carolina, in order to make the duty on the import of new slaves more 
prohibitive, enacted “An additional Act to an Act entitled ‘An Act for the better Ordering and Governing 
Negroes and all other Slaves.’”

“And whereas, the number of negroes do extremely increase in this
Province, and through the afflicting providence of God, the
white persons do not proportionally multiply, by reason whereof,
the safety of the said Province is greatly endangered; for the
prevention of which for the future,
“Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That all negro
slaves from twelve years old and upwards, imported into this
part of this Province from any part of Africa, shall pay such
additional duties as is hereafter named, that is to say: — that
every merchant or other person whatsoever, who shall, six months
after the ratification of this Act, import any negro slaves as
aforesaid, shall, for every such slave, pay unto the public
receiver for the time being, (within thirty days after such
importation,) the sum of two pounds current money of this
Province.” Cooper, STATUTES, VII. 365.
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February 18: South Carolina placed “an additional duty on all Negroe slaves imported into this Province from any part 
of America.”

“An additional Act to an act entitled an act for raising the sum of £2000, of and
from the estates real and personal of the inhabitants of this Province, ratified in open Assembly
the 18th day of December, 1714; and for laying an additional duty on all
Negroe slaves imported into this Province from any part of
America.” Title only given. Grimké, PUBLIC LAWS, p. xvi, No. 362.

May 28, Saturday: Pennsylvania enacted a £5 duty on the importation of Negro slaves.

“An Act for laying a Duty on Negroes imported into this province.”
Disallowed by Great Britain, 1719. ACTS AND LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA,
1715, page 270; COLONIAL RECORDS (1852), III. 75-6; Chalmers,
OPINIONS, II. 118.

June 3, Monday: The colony of Maryland laid a prohibitive imposition of 20 shillings per head “on Negroes ...; and 
also on Irish Servants, to prevent the importing too great a Number of Irish Papists into this Province.”

Supplemented April 23, 1735, and July 25, 1754. COMPLEAT COLLECTION
OF THE LAWS OF MARYLAND (ed. 1727), p. 157; Bacon, LAWS, 1715,
Chapter XXXVI. §8; 1735, Chapter VI. §§1-3; ACTS OF ASSEMBLY, 1754,
page 10.
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It as at about this point that New Bedford, a Quaker whaling town, began its formal opposition to the institution 
of slavery, and thus began its career as a sanctuary for runaway slaves. This would be the city of origin for 
Friend Daniel Ricketson, and would be the city of refuge for Frederick Douglass.

1716

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY

HDT WHAT? INDEX
Here is an American bill of sale for a human being, dating to July 16th of this year:

In this year New York enacted a rather mysterious “5 oz. and 10 oz. plate Duty Act,” rather mysterious because 
we have only the title and none of the text. According to the title it had something to do with a Duty laid on 
Negroes, and other Slaves, imported into this Colony:
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“An Act to Oblige all Vessels Trading into this Colony (except
such as are therein excepted) to pay a certain Duty; and for the
further Explanation and rendring more Effectual certain Clauses
in an Act of General Assembly of this Colony, Intituled, An Act
by which a Duty is laid on Negroes, and other Slaves, imported
into this Colony.” The act referred to is not to be found. ACTS
OF ASSEMBLY, 1691-1718, p. 224.257

The Quaker meetinghouse on Nantucket Island, erected in 1711, was expanded at this point so that it would 
seat the more than 300 Friends who desired to take part in silent worship. At this point some Quakers of the 
Newport, Rhode Island community were engaging in the “triangular trade,” involving as one of its legs the 
bulk manufacture of rum and as another of its legs the international slave trade,258 and some black slaves were 
present on Nantucket, where at least one Quaker, Friend Stephen Hussey, was a slaveholder. During this year 
an Englishman, Friend John Farmer, was making a missionary tour of the colonies attempting to persuade us 
that chattel slavery was “not in agreement with Truth.” Winning the support of Friend Priscilla Starbuck 
Coleman, Friend John was able to persuade the monthly meeting on the island into a minute depicting 
enslavement as immoral. It was “not agreeable to Truth for Friends to purchase slaves and keep them for a term 
of life.”259 This declaration made the Nantucket monthly meeting the 1st group of Friends anywhere in the 
world to disavow human enslavement, but it would seem that the island’s Quakers would fall back somewhat 
from their commitment to racial fairness, for some sixteen years, while Friend John’s success on the island 

257. The following is a summary of the legislation of the colony of New York; details will be found in W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: — 
1709, Duty Act: £3 on Negroes not direct from Africa (Continued by the Acts of 1710, 1711).
1711, Bill to lay further duty, lost in Council.
1716, Duty Act: 5 oz. plate on Africans in colony ships. 10 oz. plate on Africans in other ships.
1728, Duty Act: 40s. on Africans, £4 on colonial Negroes.
1732, Duty Act: 40s. on Africans, £4 on colonial Negroes.
1734, Duty Act: (?)
1753, Duty Act: 40s. on Africans, £4 on colonial Negroes. (This act was annually continued.)
[1777, Vermont Constitution does not recognize slavery.]
1785, Sale of slaves in State prohibited.
[1786, Sale of slaves in Vermont prohibited.]
1788, Sale of slaves in State prohibited.
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would not be matched by any great success on the mainland of the American colonies — in fact, in the 
Philadelphia meeting, he would be put under dealing (visited by an official committee and struggled with), and 
he would, eventually, be publicly disowned by the Friends. Furthermore, the Friends in England would honor 
the American disownment, so that Friend John would come to be regarded as troublesome on both sides of the 
Atlantic Ocean.

Flushing Quakers who would speak out against slavery would include Friend Horseman Mullenix and Friend 
Matthew Franklin, who would come with another antislavery Friend John, an American one, Friend John 
Woolman (not yet born), when he would travel on Paumanok Long Island and visit their monthly meeting to 

258. Below appears the rotting hulk of the slave ship Jem, as of the Year of Our Lord 1891 at Fort Adams near Newport 
on Aquidneck Island:

259. Refer to Friend Henry J. Cadbury’s JOHN FARMER’S FIRST AMERICAN JOURNEY, published in Worcester in 1944.
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speak against slavery. 

June 30, Saturday: South Carolina laid a duty of £3 on slaves brought fresh from Africa, but of £30 on slaves brought 
from elsewhere in the New World.

“An Act for laying an Imposition on Liquors, Goods and
Merchandizes, Imported into and Exported out of this Province,
for the raising of a Fund of Money towards the defraying the
publick charges and expences of the Government.” A duty of £3
was laid on African slaves, and £30 on American slaves. Cooper,
STATUTES, II. 649.

Costumes of Philadelphia Quakers
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The Newport, Rhode Island monthly meeting of the Religious Society of Friends expressed concern over the 
importing and keeping of slaves from the West Indies and elsewhere.

June 8, Saturday (Old Style): John Collins was born in Newport, Rhode Island, son of Samuel Collins and Elizabeth 
Collins.

The colony of Maryland imposed an additional 20-shilling poll tax (duty per capita) on the importation of any 
more Irish servants and on any more Negroes.

“An Act for laying an Additional Duty of Twenty Shillings
Current Money per Poll on all Irish Servants, ... also, the
Additional Duty of Twenty Shillings Current Money per Poll on
all Negroes, for raising a Fund for the Use of Publick Schools,”
etc. Continued by Act of 1728. COMPLEAT COLLECTION OF THE LAWS OF
MARYLAND (edition of 1727), page 191; Bacon, LAWS, 1728.

December 11, day (Old Style): Because “the great importation of negroes to this Province [South Carolina], in 
proportion to the white inhabitants of the same” was creating a prospect of servile insurrection in which “the 
future safety of this Province will be greatly endangered,” for the following four years the colony would be 
exacting an additional prohibitive duty of £40 per capita –over and above all previous imposts– on any 
additional “negro slaves of any age or condition whatsoever, imported or otherwise brought into this Province, 
from any part of the world.”

“A further additional Act to an Act entitled An Act for the
better ordering and governing of Negroes and all other Slaves;
and to an additional Act to an Act entitled An Act for the better
ordering and governing of Negroes and all other Slaves.”

§ 3. “And whereas, the great importation of negroes to this
Province, in proportion to the white inhabitants of the same,
whereby the future safety of this Province will be greatly
endangered; for the prevention whereof,
“Be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That all negro slaves of
any age or condition whatsoever, imported or otherwise brought
into this Province, from any part of the world, shall pay such
additional duties as is hereafter named, that is to say: — that
every merchant or other person whatsoever, who shall, eighteen
months after the ratification of this Act, import any negro
slave as aforesaid, shall, for every such slave, pay unto the
public receiver for the time being, at the time of each
importation, over and above all the duties already charged on
negroes, by any law in force in this Province, the additional
sum of forty pounds current money of this Province,” etc.
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§ 4. This section on duties to be in force for four years after
ratification, and thence to the end of the next session of the
General Assembly. Cooper, STATUTES, VII. 368.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: South Carolina had the largest and most
widely developed slave-trade of any of the continental colonies.
This was owing to the character of her settlers, her nearness
to the West Indian slave marts, and the early development of
certain staple crops, such as rice, which were adapted to slave
labor.260 Moreover, this colony suffered much less interference
from the home government than many other colonies; thus it is
possible here to trace the untrammeled development of slave-
trade restrictions in a typical planting community.
As early as 1698 the slave-trade to South Carolina had reached
such proportions that it was thought that “the great number of
negroes which of late have been imported into this Collony may
endanger the safety thereof.” The immigration of white servants
was therefore encouraged by a special law.261 Increase of
immigration reduced this disproportion, but Negroes continued
to be imported in such numbers as to afford considerable revenue
from a moderate duty on them. About the time when the Assiento
was signed, the slave-trade so increased that, scarcely a year
after the consummation of that momentous agreement, two heavy
duty acts were passed, because “the number of Negroes do
extremely increase in this Province, and through the afflicting
providence of God, the white persons do not proportionately
multiply, by reason whereof, the safety of the said Province is
greatly endangered.”262 The trade, however, by reason of the
encouragement abroad and of increased business activity in
exporting naval stores at home, suffered scarcely any check,
although repeated acts, reciting the danger incident to a “great
importation of Negroes,” were passed, laying high duties.263

Finally, in 1717, an additional duty of £40,264 although due in
depreciated currency, succeeded so nearly in stopping the trade
that, two years later, all existing duties were repealed and one
of £10 substituted.265 This continued during the time of
resistance to the proprietary government, but by 1734 the
importation had again reached large proportions. “We must
therefore beg leave,” the colonists write in that year, “to
inform your Majesty, that, amidst our other perilous
circumstances, we are subject to many intestine dangers from the
great number of negroes that are now among us, who amount at
least to twenty-two thousand persons, and are three to one of
all your Majesty’s white subjects in this province.

260. Cf. Hewatt, HISTORICAL ACCOUNT OF S. CAROLINA AND GEORGIA (1779), I. 120 ff.; reprinted in S.C. HIST. COLL. (1836), I. 
108 ff.
261. Cooper, STATUTES AT LARGE OF S. CAROLINA, II. 153.
262. The text of the first act is not extant: cf. Cooper, STATUTES, III. 56. For the second, see Cooper, VII. 365, 367.
263. Cf. Grimké, PUBLIC LAWS OF S. CAROLINA, page xvi, No. 362; Cooper, STATUTES, II. 649. Cf. also GOVERNOR JOHNSON TO 
THE BOARD OF TRADE, Jan. 12, 1719-20; reprinted in Rivers, EARLY HISTORY OF S. CAROLINA (1874), App., xii.
264. Cooper, STATUTES, VII. 368.
265. Cooper, STATUTES, III. 56.
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Insurrections against us have been often attempted.”266 In 1740
an insurrection under a slave, Cato, at Stono, caused such
widespread alarm that a prohibitory duty of £100 was immediately
laid.267 Importation was again checked; but in 1751 the colony
sought to devise a plan whereby the slightly restricted
immigration of Negroes should provide a fund to encourage the
importation of white servants, “to prevent the mischiefs that
may be attended by the great importation of negroes into this
Province.”268 Many white servants were thus encouraged to settle
in the colony; but so much larger was the influx of black slaves
that the colony, in 1760, totally prohibited the slave-trade.
This act was promptly disallowed by the Privy Council and the
governor reprimanded;269 but the colony declared that “an
importation of negroes, equal in number to what have been
imported of late years, may prove of the most dangerous
consequence in many respects to this Province, and the best way
to obviate such danger will be by imposing such an additional
duty upon them as may totally prevent the evils.”270 A
prohibitive duty of £100 was accordingly imposed in 1764.271 This
duty probably continued until the Revolution.

266. From a memorial signed by the governor, President of the Council, and Speaker of the House, dated April 9, 1734, printed in 
Hewatt, HISTORICAL ACCOUNT OF S. CAROLINA AND GEORGIA (1779), II. 39; reprinted in S.C. Hist. Coll. (1836), I. 305-6. Cf. N.C. 
COL. REC., II. 421.
267. Cooper, STATUTES, III. 556; Grimké, PUBLIC LAWS, page xxxi, No. 694. Cf. Ramsay, HISTORY OF S. CAROLINA, I. 110.
268. Cooper, STATUTES, III. 739.
269. The text of this law has not been found. Cf. Burge, COMMENTARIES ON COLONIAL AND FOREIGN LAWS, I. 737, note; Stevens, 
HISTORY OF GEORGIA, I. 286. See instructions of the governor of New Hampshire, June 30, 1761, in Gordon, HISTORY OF THE 
AMERICAN REVOLUTION, I. letter 2.
270. Cooper, STATUTES, IV. 187.
271. This duty avoided the letter of the English instructions by making the duty payable by the first purchasers, and not by the 
importers. Cf. Cooper, STATUTES, IV. 187.
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February 22: Pennsylvania renewed its duty on the importation of black slaves.

“An Act for continuing a duty on Negroes brought into this
province.” Carey and Bioren, LAWS, I. 118.

1718

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE

SLAVERY

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY

HDT WHAT? INDEX
March 20, Friday (1718, Old Style): As part of an act “for laying an Imposition on Negroes, Liquors, and other Goods 
and Merchandizes, imported, and exported out of this Province,” the colony of South Carolina legislated a duty 
of £10 on new slaves brought straight from Africa, but of £30 on slaves brought from elsewhere in the New 
World.

“An Act for laying an Imposition on Negroes, Liquors, and other
Goods and Merchandizes, imported, and exported out of this
Province, for the raising of a Fund of Money towards the
defraying the Publick Charges and Expences of this Government;
as also to Repeal several Duty Acts, and Clauses and Paragraphs
of Acts, as is herein mentioned.” This repeals former duty acts
(e.g. that of 1714), and lays a duty of £10 on African slaves,
and £30 on American slaves. Cooper, STATUTES, III. 56.
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James Brown and Nicholas Brown (grandfather of the Nicholas Brown, Jr. who would give the family name 
to the College of Rhode Island, making it into Brown University) began to establish, centered in Rhode Island, 
one of the foremost business families in the colonies. They not only traded, they sponsored local businesses 
which would provide them with materials for trade. For instance, in order to deal in the triangular trade, 
needing rum to ship to the coast of Africa, they encouraged local distilleries.272

1720

272. The Providence Browns, not counting a fifth brother who had died young: brothers Nicholas Brown (1729-1791), Joseph 
(1733-1785), John (1736-1803), and Moses Brown (1738-1836), uncles Obadiah (1712-1762) and Elisha (1717-1802).

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY

HDT WHAT? INDEX
September 21, Thursday (Old Style): Gabriel Bernon wrote to the Reverend James Honeyman.

As a continuation of legislation that originated in 1719, the colony of South Carolina granted to His Majesty 
the King of Great Britain a Duty and Imposition of £10 per head on Negroes being imported or exported 
(plus Duties and Impositions on Liquors and other Goods and Merchandize).

“An Act for granting to His Majesty a Duty and Imposition on
Negroes, Liquors, and other Goods and Merchandize, imported into
and exported out of this Province.” This was a continuation of
the Act of 1719. Cooper, STATUTES, III. 159.
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February 23, Friday (1721, Old Style): The colony of South Carolina imposed tariffs of £10 per imported adult slave 
and £5 per imported juvenile slave as “Duty and Imposition on Negroes, Liquors, and other Goods and 
Merchandizes, for the use of the Publick of this Province.”

§ 1. “ ... on all negro slaves imported from Africa directly,
or any other place whatsoever, Spanish negroes excepted, if
above ten years of age, ten pounds; on all negroes under ten
years of age, (sucking children excepted) five pounds,” etc....

§ 3. “And whereas, it has proved to the detriment of some of the
inhabitants of this Province, who have purchased negroes
imported here from the Colonies of America, that they were
either transported thence by the Courts of justice, or sent off
by private persons for their ill behaviour and misdemeanours,
to prevent which for the future,
“Be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That all negroes imported
in this Province from any part of America, after the
ratification of this Act, above ten years of age, shall pay unto
the Publick Receiver as a duty, the sum of fifty pounds, and all
such negroes under the age of ten years, (sucking children
excepted) the sum of five pounds of like current money, unless
the owner or agent shall produce a testimonial under the hand
and seal of any Notary Publick of the Colonies or plantations
from whence such negroes came last, before whom it was proved
upon oath, that the same are new negroes, and have not been six
months on shoar in any part of America,” etc.

§ 4. “And whereas, the importation of Spanish Indians, mustees,
negroes, and mulattoes, may be of dangerous consequence by
inticing the slaves belonging to the inhabitants of this
Province to desert with them to the Spanish settlements near us,
“Be it therefore enacted That all such Spanish negroes, Indians,
mustees, or mulattoes, so imported into this Province, shall pay
unto the Publick Receiver, for the use of this Province, a duty
of one hundred and fifty pounds, current money of this
Province.”...

§ 19. Rebate of three-fourths of the duty allowed in case of re-
exportation in six months....

§ 31. Act of 1721 repealed....

§ 36. This act to continue in force for three years, and thence
to the end of the next session of the General Assembly, and no
longer. Cooper, STATUTES, III. 193.
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May 12, Saturday (Old Style): Pennsylvania laid a duty “on Negroes imported into this province” (Carey and Bioren, 
LAWS, I. 165).
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May: The legislature of the Virginia Colony passed an Act “for laying a Duty on Liquors and Slaves.” 

We have the title only. This would be repealed by proclamation
on October 27, 1724. Hening, STATUTES, IV. 118.

June 18, Friday: Rhode Island resolved that its attorney-general needed to collect, from various persons, accumulated 
back duties on Negroes that had not been being paid into the colony’s coffers.

Resolve appointing the attorney-general to collect back duties
on Negroes. COLONIAL RECORDS, IV. 330.
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For the following decade, King Agaja of Dahomey in West Africa would be temporarily disrupting the supply 
for the international slave trade; such trading patterns would resume in the 1740s.

A Rhode Island vessel, it has been noted by Alexander Boyd Hawes, was being used in the international slave 
trade. We do not know this vessel’s name or the number of people it carried in its cargo from the African coast, 
but we do know that its arrival was being awaited by Thomas Amory of Boston. Hawes has extrapolated from 
the available evidence of 106 cargos for which we have ship manifests, averaging to 1.37 slaves per ton of 
vessel weight, that an average cargo of slaves for a Rhode Island negrero during the period 1724-1774 was 109 
persons of color, and inferred from this statistic that approximately a total of nearly 52,000 souls would be 
being transported before the American Revolution in Rhode Island bottoms alone.

Although such numbers are mere estimates, they do clearly indicate the great magnitude of the crime.

1724
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In Rhode Island harbors alone, during this year alone, it has been estimated by Alexander Boyd Hawes, two 
vessels were being fitted out for the international slave trade. If an average cargo of slaves was 109 –as we 
have estimated on the basis of a number of known cargos– then a total of something more than 200 souls would 
have been being transported over the dread Middle Passage during this year in Rhode Island bottoms alone.

January 7, Thursday (1724, Old Style): Captain James Hester sailed his vessel from Rhode Island toward Africa. He 
was up to no good.

1725
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September 30, Thursday (Old Style): Captain James Hester brought his negrero, which had just been on a trip to the 
Guinea coast of Africa for slaves, into the safe harbor of Newport, Rhode Island.

December 28, Tuesday (Old Style): Captain Thurston sailed from Newport, Rhode Island toward Guinea. He was up 
to no good.
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In Rhode Island harbors alone, during this year alone, it has been estimated by Alexander Boyd Hawes, two 
negreros were being fitted out for the international slave trade. If an average cargo of slaves was 109 –as we 
have estimated on the basis of a number of known cargos– then a total of something more than 200 souls would 
have been being transported over the dread Middle Passage during this year in Rhode Island bottoms alone.

March 5: Pennsylvania levied a £10 duty on each black slave imported into the province.

“An Act for the better regulating of Negroes in this province.”
Carey and Bioren, LAWS, I. 214; Bettle, NOTICES OF NEGRO SLAVERY, in
PENN. HIST. SOC. MEM. (1864), I. 388.

“An Act for laying a duty on Negroes imported into this
province.” Carey and Bioren, LAWS, I. 213.

July 4: In Boston, Governor William Dummer and his council condemned William Fly and his men Samuel Cole and 
Henry Grenville as pirates. Two days before their execution they would be taken to Mr. Coleman’s church in 
Boston — but would find they cared little for his sermon. (At about this same point in time, Captain Bellamy 
and seven others were coming ashore at Eastham, and were similarly being captured, condemned, and 
executed.)273

1726
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H-NET REVIEW:
KEVIN P. MCDONALD ON VILLAINS OF ALL NATIONS:

ATLANTIC PIRATES IN THE GOLDEN AGE

MARCUS REDIKER. 
VILLAINS OF ALL NATIONS: 

ATLANTIC PIRATES IN THE GOLDEN AGE. 

BOSTON: BEACON PRESS, 2004.274

Devils on the Deep Blue Sea
Accounts of pirates and piracy, ranging from the fantastical to
the historical and everywhere in between, have been recorded
since antiquity, when trading vessels were first constructed to
move people and goods via waterways. Pirates plundered
periodically throughout the ancient Aegean, but it was Roman
jurisprudence that first characterized the watery brigands as
hostes humani generis, enemies of all mankind, in a bid to
protect a claim of imperial sovereignty upon the seas that
linked their cross-continental empire. This legal designation,
notably absent in the Hellenic era, was re-invoked two millennia
later by the courts of the early modern mercantile empires for
similar imperial objectives. As these latter-day maritime
empires expanded beyond their familiar home waters, their desire
to control the seas and the jurisdictional claims of sovereignty
followed in the wakes of their carracks, caravels, fly-boats,
and frigates. Regulating and enforcing this tenuous authority
was a herculean task, however, and pirates from all regions
demonstrated over time that they were indeed not enemies of all
humankind; instead, they nearly always found friendly ports of
call in which to trade their looted cargoes, spend their
equitably divided shares, and debauch themselves in drunken
orgies. This socioeconomic aspect of piracy was de rigueur until

273. This William Fly had been a boatswain aboard a negrero engaged in the slave trade and had led a mutiny killing the captain, 
renaming his ship Fame’s Revenge. For about a month he had pirated vessels along the New England coast, until captured off of 
the coast of Newburyport. Fly was known during his short career to whip his captives with up to 100 lashes. He would go to be 
hanged on Nix’s Mate island in Boston Harbor with a nosegay in his hand, and fix the noose around his own neck while chiding the 
hangman for not knowing his craft.

274. Reviewed by: Kevin P. McDonald, Department of History, University of California – Santa Cruz. Published by: H-Atlantic 
(December 2005)
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the peak of the golden age of piracy, roughly 1716 to 1726, the
decade explored under the revealing historical lens of Marcus
Rediker. In this fine collection of essays, Professor Rediker
has provided a welcome addition to the growing subfield of
pirate studies and created a worthy companion volume to his
landmark maritime labor history, Between the Devil and the Deep
Blue Sea.275 In the admirable tradition of the late E.P.
Thompson, Rediker fashions his social and cultural histories
from below, with special thematic emphasis placed upon work,
class, and power. The author posits mariners as proto-industrial
laborers, the ship as a factory at sea, and pirates as
libertarian heroes and anarchic rebels who fought against the
brutality and hierarchy of the navy, but most especially against
authoritarian merchant captains and the injustices of the wage
labor regime. Readers familiar with Rediker’s scholarship will
find similar content in Villains of All Nations, as many of the
same protagonists, arguments, sources, and illustrations
materialize in these pages. Memorable themes of hydrarchy and
Libertalia are recounted, as the class antagonisms of terra
firma are turned upside down in the wooden world of the pirate
ship, and a dialectic of violence and terror develops between
these pirates and the ruling classes of the emerging nation-
states, especially Great Britain. The eight chapters are
arranged thematically and can be read in any order, though the
first essay serves as an introduction and sets the tone of the
volume, beginning with the execution of the Anglo-American
pirate, William Fly, upon the Boston gallows. Chapter 2 explains
the circumstances that gave rise to the peak period of pirate
activity, particularly from the perspective of the sailors who
“went on the account.” The next chapter describes the social
origins and demographics of pirate crews--overwhelmingly poor
working seamen--who either mutinied and seized a merchant
vessel, or more commonly, volunteered to join when a pirate
boarded their vessel. Chapter 4 details the democratic and
egalitarian culture of the pirate ship, including the election
of captains and quartermasters, the drawing up and signing of
articles, the equitable division of plunder, and an early modern
version of health and life insurance, all of which can be traced
to the seventeenth-century practices of Caribbean freebooters.
The fifth essay elucidates upon the “distribution of justice”
meted out by pirate crews upon their victims and the social
contempt they held “for the merchant captain, the royal
official, and the system of authority those figures represented
and enforced” (p. 85). Chapter 6, revised from a previously
published essay, engages the infamous women pirates, Anne Bonny
and Mary Read, and is derived mostly from Captain Charles
Johnson’s contemporary account. Chapter 7 describes the
rhetorical, military, and legal campaign initiated by the ruling

275. Rediker’s initial foray into the field of piratology was his seminal article, “‘Under the Banner of King Death’: The Social World 
of Anglo-American Pirates, 1716 to 1726,” William and Mary Quarterly, ser. 3, 38 (1981): pp. 203-227. See also, Rediker, BETWEEN 
THE DEVIL AND THE DEEP BLUE SEA: MERCHANT SEAMEN, PIRATES, AND THE ANGLO-AMERICAN MARITIME WORLD, 1700-1750 
(Cambridge: Cambridge UP, 1987); and Peter Linebaugh and Marcus Rediker, THE MANY-HEADED HYDRA: SAILORS, SLAVES, 
COMMONERS, AND THE HIDDEN HISTORY OF THE REVOLUTIONARY ATLANTIC (Boston: Beacon Press; London: Verso, 2000). [2]. 
David Starkey, “Pirates and Markets,” in BANDITS AT SEA: A PIRATES READER, ed. C.R. Pennell (NY: New York UP, 2001).
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classes to “extirpate [pirates] out of the world,” and the final
essay explores the symbolic origins of the Jolly Roger and “the
interrelated themes of death, apocalypse, hell, and self-
destruction--fundamental matters of life and death and what they
might have meant to these poor, motley, seafaring people in the
early eighteenth century” (p. 153). An epigrammatic conclusion
ends the volume, leaving the reader somewhat dangling, like one
of the many condemned pirates described in such fascinating
detail throughout the preceding pages. The essays are strongly
supported by the author’s skillful use of metropolitan and
colonial newspaper articles, travel accounts, religious
sermons, official correspondence, state papers, admiralty
records, and other court documents. Rediker also leans heavily
on the contemporary General History of the Pyrates (1724) by
Captain Charles Johnson, though some scholars, as well as
library catalogues, have continued to maintain Daniel Defoe as
its true author. The most imaginative use of sources occurs in
chapter 6, where the author juxtaposes an early eighteenth-
century allegorical painting of piracy with Eugène Delacroix’s
1830 masterpiece, Liberty Leading the People, claiming that its
inspiration lies in the illustration on the frontispiece of the
Dutch translation of Johnson’s General History. In addition, the
author has compiled a database of 778 pirates –the best
available to date– that he draws upon for statistical purposes,
especially in chapters 2 and 3. While endlessly engaging, there
are some questionable aspects. The heroic stature granted these
violent villains is somewhat disconcerting, as many pirates
consistently engaged in the brutal torture of victims for
sadistic purposes and the pursuit of personal wealth as much as
for any alleged political agenda. Furthermore, while pirates
undoubtedly came from all nations, the ones described herein are
decidedly anglocentric, as are the majority of sources. In
addition, the author’s reasonable contention that piracy made a
major impact on the Atlantic trade is based mainly on anecdotal
evidence and would greatly benefit from more detailed
quantitative data compiled from a wider range of sources,
especially Spanish, Dutch, French, and Portuguese archival
materials. Finally, Rediker’s insistence that pirates “ruptured
the Middle Passage” elides the more fundamentally complicit role
played by pirates –from the Elizabethan era onward– in building
up the slave trade (p. 145). Careful periodization is the key
to explaining these generational aspects of a long and complex
history, and in the decade following the War of the Spanish
Succession, when thousands of seamen and legally commissioned
privateers suddenly found themselves unemployed, Rediker’s
anti-authoritarian characterization of pirates is certainly
well founded. The limited temporal scope, illuminating in its
focus, at the same time obfuscates the more complex and often
contradictory roles played by pirates and privateers –often one
and the same– at the behest of merchants and colonial
administrators throughout most of the early modern era. Indeed,
the overall process of early European colonizing efforts,
beginning with the induction by the Portuguese of the
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extortionate cartaze system in the Indian Ocean region, might
properly be framed as state-sponsored piracy. In the Atlantic
world, the conspicuous exploits of Drake, Raleigh, Cavendish,
and Hawkins, as well as the abandoned privateer staging post at
Roanoke, are only the most obvious evidence of this, while less
notable but equally revealing markers include the French
settlement attempt at Fort Caroline in La Florida, the Scots
effort in Darien, and the Puritan scheme of settling Old
Providence Island near the Spanish Main. Throughout the
seventeenth century, moreover, French, English, and Dutch
buccaneers operated, with tacit support, if not official
sponsorship, throughout the Caribbean basin, attacking Spanish
ships and towns while selling their plunder in bustling pirate
havens like Port Royal, Jamaica. As the lucrative sugar trade
began to take hold, merchants and administrators became less
tolerant toward the freebooters, and the buccaneers shifted
their bases accordingly, forum-shopping for friendly ports along
the North Atlantic seaboard and finding refuge in places like
Charleston, New York, and Newport, while expanding their hunting
grounds and networks to the South Sea and the rich trading world
of the Indian Ocean region. 
Indeed, over the longue durée, cyclical patterns of piracy can
be identified, as David J. Starkey has noted, with a marked
increase in piratical activities following periods of European
warfare, for example, from 1603 to 1616, 1714 to 1726, and 1815
to 1825.[2] These short-wave cycles, as transient phases, might
otherwise undermine any wider historical significance of
Rediker’s anti-statist villains if not for the deep and lasting
impact these particular pirates have maintained in the popular
culture. The recent Disney blockbuster Pirates of the Caribbean,
with a sequel planned for release next summer, has demonstrated
a continuing popular fascination with pirates, and this is
translating into more and more serious scholarly attention. As
historians of Marcus Rediker’s caliber and imagination continue
to unveil the fascinating societies, vibrant cultures, and
remarkable lives of pirates, the history of this generation of
pirates must now be integrated into a longer history, in which
we will see significant changes over time. In so doing, the
history of the Atlantic, indeed, of the globe, can only come
more sharply into focus, and the seas, along with the islands,
ports, and littorals that adjoin them, will continue to be
recognized in their proper context as spaces of cultural,
political, economic, and social interaction.

Copyright © 2005 by H-Net, all rights reserved. H-Net
permits the redistribution and reprinting of this work
for nonprofit, educational purposes, with full and
accurate attribution to the author, web location, date
of publication, originating list, and H-Net: Humanities
& Social Sciences Online. For any other proposed use,
contact the Reviews editorial staff at hbooks@mail.h-
net.msu.edu.
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September: Captain Thurston returned to the New World from the Guinea coast of Africa.
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In Rhode Island harbors, during this year, Alexander Boyd Hawes was able before his untimely death to 
discover no record of any vessel being fitted out for the international slave trade. During this year, would you 
believe, we would seem to have been more or less behaving ourselves (unless there has been some little neglect 
in our recordkeeping)!

However, during this year a young native American in Portsmouth, Rhode Island attempted to kill the white 
man who owned him. No existing law seeming to apply to such a circumstance, the general assembly set as 
the punishment that this slave be branded on the forehead with the letter R with a hot iron, then whipped at the 
tail of a cart at each of the corners in Newport, then sold out of the colony — with the proceeds of the sale 
going to cover the costs of this punishment.

February: The colonial legislature of Virginia enacted a duty, which was probably in a prohibitive amount, on any 
further importation of slaves.

“An Act for laying a Duty on Slaves imported; and for appointing
a Treasurer.” Title only found; the duty was probably
prohibitive; it was enacted with a suspending clause, and was
not assented to by the king. Hening, STATUTES, IV. 182.

December 22, Friday (Old Style): William Ellery276 was born at Newport, Rhode Island, a son of Elizabeth Almy 
Ellery and the merchant William Ellery, Sr., who among other activities engaged in the international slave 
trade. The father, a product of Harvard College, would provide substantially all of his namesake son’s early 
education:

In regard both to the Reverend William Ellery Channing and to the poet 
Ellery Channing of Thoreau’s time period in Concord, bear in mind, as 

1727

276. William Ellery, grandfather both of the Reverend William Ellery Channing and of Richard Henry Dana, Sr.

READ EDWARD FIELD TEXT
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everyone else did during this period, that this name was a most famous 
name, for regardless of whoever gets credit for creating the Declaration of 
Independence, a William Ellery (1727-1820) later cosigned it on behalf of 
Rhode Island: 

New Hampshire: Josiah Bartlett, William Whipple, Matthew Thornton 

Massachusetts: John Hancock, Samuel Adams, John Adams, Robert
Treat Paine, Elbridge Gerry 

Rhode Island: Stephen Hopkins, William Ellery

Connecticut: Roger Sherman, Samuel Huntington, William Williams,
Oliver Wolcott 

New York: William Floyd, Philip Livingston, Francis Lewis, Lewis Morris 
New Jersey: Richard Stockton, John Witherspoon, Francis Hopkinson,
John Hart, Abraham Clark 
Pennsylvania: Robert Morris, Dr. Benjamin Rush, Benjamin Franklin,
John Morton, George Clymer, James Smith, George Taylor, James Wilson,
George Ross 
Delaware: Caesar Rodney, George Read, Thomas McKean 
Maryland: Samuel Chase, William Paca, Thomas Stone, Charles Carroll
of Carrollton 
Virginia: George Wythe, Richard Henry Lee, Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin
Harrison, Thomas Nelson, Jr., Francis Lightfoot Lee, Carter Braxton 
North Carolina: William Hooper, Joseph Hewes, John Penn 
South Carolina: Edward Rutledge, Thomas Heyward, Jr., Thomas Lynch,
Jr., Arthur Middleton 
Georgia: Button Gwinnett, Lyman Hall, George Walton
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In Rhode Island harbors alone, during this year alone, it has been estimated by Alexander Boyd Hawes, some 
6 negreros were being fitted out for the international slave trade. If an average cargo of slaves was 109 –as we 
have estimated on the basis of a number of known cargos– then a total of something like 650 souls would have 
been being transported over the dread Middle Passage during this year in Rhode Island bottoms alone.

January: Captain George Scott left the African coast.

1728
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August: Captain George Scott arrived in the harbor of Newport, Rhode Island with a cargo from the African coast.

August 31, Saturday (Old Style): New York enacted a £2 and £4 duty that may have had to do, among other things, 
with duties on slave cargoes.

“An Act to repeal some Parts and to continue and enforce other
Parts of the Act therein mentioned, and for granting several
Duties to His Majesty, for supporting His Government in the
Colony of New York” from Sept. 1, 1728, to Sept. 1, 1733. Same
duty continued by Act of 1732. LAWS OF NEW YORK, 1691-1773, pages
148 and 171; DOC. REL. COL. HIST. NEW YORK, VI. 32, 33, 34, 37,
38.277

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: The early ordinances of the Dutch,
laying duties, generally of ten per cent, on slaves, probably
proved burdensome to the trade, although this was not
intentional.278 The Biblical prohibition of slavery and the
slave-trade, copied from New England codes into the Duke of
York’s Laws, had no practical application,279 and the trade

277. The following is a summary of the legislation of the colony of New York; details will be found in W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: — 
1709, Duty Act: £3 on Negroes not direct from Africa (Continued by the Acts of 1710, 1711).
1711, Bill to lay further duty, lost in Council.
1716, Duty Act: 5 oz. plate on Africans in colony ships. 10 oz. plate on Africans in other ships.
1728, Duty Act: 40s. on Africans, £4 on colonial Negroes.
1732, Duty Act: 40s. on Africans, £4 on colonial Negroes.
1734, Duty Act: (?)
1753, Duty Act: 40s. on Africans, £4 on colonial Negroes. (This act was annually continued.)
[1777, Vermont Constitution does not recognize slavery.]
1785, Sale of slaves in State prohibited.
[1786, Sale of slaves in Vermont prohibited.]
1788, Sale of slaves in State prohibited.
278. O’Callaghan, LAWS OF NEW NETHERLAND, 1638-74, pages 31, 348, etc. The colonists themselves were encouraged to trade, 
but the terms were not favorable enough: DOC. REL. COL. HIST. NEW YORK, I. 246; LAWS OF NEW NETHERLAND, pages 81-2, note, 
127. The colonists declared “that they are inclined to a foreign Trade, and especially to the Coast of Africa, ... in order to fetch 
thence Slaves”: O’Callaghan, VOYAGES OF THE SLAVERS, etc., page 172.
279. CHARTER TO WILLIAM PENN, etc. (1879), page 12. First published on Long Island in 1664. Possibly Negro slaves were 
explicitly excepted. Cf. MAGAZINE OF AMERICAN HISTORY, XI. 411, and N.Y. HIST. SOC. COLL., I. 322.
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continued to be encouraged in the governors’ instructions. In
1709 a duty of £3 was laid on Negroes from elsewhere than
Africa.280 This was aimed at West India slaves, and was
prohibitive. By 1716 the duty on all slaves was £1 12½s., which
was probably a mere revenue figure.281 In 1728 a duty of 40s. was
laid, to be continued until 1737.282 It proved restrictive,
however, and on the “humble petition of the Merchants and
Traders of the City of Bristol” was disallowed in 1735, as
“greatly prejudicial to the Trade and Navigation of this
Kingdom.”283 Governor Cosby was also reminded that no duties on
slaves payable by the importer were to be laid. Later, in 1753,
the 40s. duty was restored, but under the increased trade of those
days was not felt.284 No further restrictions seem to have been
attempted until 1785, when the sale of slaves in the State was
forbidden.285

The chief element of restriction in this colony appears to have
been the shrewd business sense of the traders, who never flooded
the slave market, but kept a supply sufficient for the slowly
growing demand. Between 1701 and 1726 only about 2,375 slaves
were imported, and in 1774 the total slave population amounted
to 21,149.286 No restriction was ever put by New York on
participation in the trade outside the colony, and in spite of
national laws New York merchants continued to be engaged in this
traffic even down to the Civil War.287

Vermont, who withdrew from New York in 1777, in her first
Constitution288 declared slavery illegal, and in 1786 stopped by
law the sale and transportation of slaves within her
boundaries.289

280. ACTS OF ASSEMBLY, 1691-1718, pages 97, 125, 134; DOC. REL. COL. HIST. NEW YORK, V. 178, 185, 293.
281. The Assembly attempted to raise the slave duty in 1711, but the Council objected (DOC. REL. COL. HIST. NEW YORK, V. 292 
ff.), although, as it seems, not on account of the slave duty in particular. Another act was passed between 1711 and 1716, but its 
contents are not known (cf. title of the Act of 1716). For the Act of 1716, see ACTS OF ASSEMBLY, 1691-1718, page 224.
282. DOC. REL. COL. HIST. NEW YORK, VI. 37, 38.
283. DOC. REL. COL. HIST. NEW YORK, VI. 32-4.
284. DOC. REL. COL. HIST. NEW YORK, VII. 907. This act was annually renewed. The slave duty remained a chief source of revenue 
down to 1774. Cf. REPORT OF GOVERNOR TRYON, in DOC. REL. COL. HIST. NEW YORK, VIII. 452.
285. LAWS OF NEW YORK, 1785-88 (ed. 1886), ch. 68, page 121. Substantially the same act reappears in the revision of the laws of 
1788: LAWS OF NEW YORK, 1785-88 (ed. 1886), ch. 40, page 676.
286. The slave population of New York has been estimated as follows: — 
In 1698, 2,170. DOC. REL. COL. HIST. NEW YORK, IV. 420.
In 1703, 2,258. N.Y. COL. MSS., XLVIII.; cited in Hough, N.Y. CENSUS, 1855, Introd.
In 1712, 2,425. N.Y. CENSUS, 1855, LVII., LIX. (a partial census).
In 1723, 6,171. DOC. REL. COL. HIST. NEW YORK, V. 702.
In 1731, 7,743. DOC. REL. COL. HIST. NEW YORK, V. 929.
In 1737, 8,941. DOC. REL. COL. HIST. NEW YORK, VI. 133.
In 1746, 9,107. DOC. REL. COL. HIST. NEW YORK, VI. 392.
In 1749, 10,692. DOC. REL. COL. HIST. NEW YORK, VI. 550.
In 1756, 13,548. LONDON DOC., XLIV. 123; cited in Hough, as above.
In 1771, 19,863. LONDON DOC., XLIV. 144; cited in Hough, as above.
In 1774, 21,149. LONDON DOC., XLIV. 144; cited in Hough, as above.
In 1786, 18,889. DEEDS IN OFFICE SEC. OF STATE, XXII. 35.
Total number of Africans imported from 1701 to 1726, 2,375, of whom 802 were from Africa: O’Callaghan, DOCUMENTARY 
HISTORY OF NEW YORK, I. 482.
287. Cf. below, Chapter XI.

288. VERMONT STATE PAPERS, 1779-86, page 244. The return of sixteen slaves in Vermont, by the first census, was an error: NEW 
ENGLAND RECORD, XXIX. 249.
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September 14, Tuesday: The colony of Massachusetts strengthened the Act of 1705 imposing a duty on the 
importation of Negro slaves.

“An Act more effectually to secure the Duty on the Importation
of Negroes.” For seven years; substantially the same law re-
enacted Jan. 26, 1738, for ten years. MASS. PROVINCE LAWS, 1728-9,
ch. 16; 1738-9, ch. 27.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: The early Biblical codes of
Massachusetts confined slavery to “lawfull Captives taken in
iust warres, & such strangers as willingly selle themselves or
are sold to us.”290 The stern Puritanism of early days endeavored
to carry this out literally, and consequently when a certain
Captain Smith, about 1640, attacked an African village and
brought some of the unoffending natives home, he was promptly
arrested. Eventually, the General Court ordered the Negroes sent
home at the colony’s expense, “conceiving themselues bound by ye

first oportunity to bear witnes against ye haynos & crying sinn
of manstealing, as also to P’scribe such timely redresse for
what is past, & such a law for ye future as may sufficiently
deterr all othrs belonging to us to have to do in such vile &
most odious courses, iustly abhored of all good & iust men.”291

The temptation of trade slowly forced the colony from this high
moral ground. New England ships were early found in the West
Indian slave-trade, and the more the carrying trade developed,
the more did the profits of this branch of it attract Puritan
captains. By the beginning of the eighteenth century the slave-
trade was openly recognized as legitimate commerce; cargoes came
regularly to Boston, and “The merchants of Boston quoted
negroes, like any other merchandise demanded by their
correspondents.”292 At the same time, the Puritan conscience
began to rebel against the growth of actual slavery on New
England soil. It was a much less violent wrenching of moral ideas
of right and wrong to allow Massachusetts men to carry slaves
to South Carolina than to allow cargoes to come into Boston, and
become slaves in Massachusetts. Early in the eighteenth century,
therefore, opposition arose to the further importation of
Negroes, and in 1705 an act “for the Better Preventing of a
Spurious and Mixt Issue,” laid a restrictive duty of £4 on all
slaves imported.293 One provision of this act plainly illustrates
the attitude of Massachusetts: like the acts of many of the New
England colonies, it allowed a rebate of the whole duty on re-
exportation. The harbors of New England were thus offered as a
free exchange-mart for slavers. All the duty acts of the
Southern and Middle colonies allowed a rebate of one-half or
three-fourths of the duty on the re-exportation of the slave,

289. VERMONT STATE PAPERS, page 505.
290. Cf. THE BODY OF LIBERTIES, § 91, in Whitmore, BIBLIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF THE LAWS OF THE MASSACHUSETTS COLONY, 
published at Boston in 1890.
291. MASSACHUSETTS COLONIAL RECORD, II. 168, 176; III. 46, 49, 84.
292. Weeden, ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL HISTORY OF NEW ENGLAND, II. 456.
293. MASSACHUSETTS PROVINCE LAWS, 1705-6, ch. 10.
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thus laying a small tax on even temporary importation.
The Act of 1705 was evaded, but it was not amended until 1728,
when the penalty for evasion was raised to £100.294 The act
remained in force, except possibly for one period of four years,
until 1749. Meantime the movement against importation grew. A
bill “for preventing the Importation of Slaves into this
Province” was introduced in the Legislature in 1767, but after
strong opposition and disagreement between House and Council it
was dropped.295 In 1771 the struggle was renewed. A similar bill
passed, but was vetoed by Governor Hutchinson.296 The imminent
war and the discussions incident to it had now more and more
aroused public opinion, and there were repeated attempts to gain
executive consent to a prohibitory law. In 1774 such a bill was
twice passed, but never received assent.297

The new Revolutionary government first met the subject in the
case of two Negroes captured on the high seas, who were
advertised for sale at Salem. A resolution was introduced into
the Legislature, directing the release of the Negroes, and
declaring “That the selling and enslaving the human species is
a direct violation of the natural rights alike vested in all men
by their Creator, and utterly inconsistent with the avowed
principles on which this, and the other United States, have
carried their struggle for liberty even to the last appeal.” To
this the Council would not consent; and the resolution, as
finally passed, merely forbade the sale or ill-treatment of the
Negroes.298 Committees on the slavery question were appointed in
1776 and 1777,299 and although a letter to Congress on the
matter, and a bill for the abolition of slavery were reported,
no decisive action was taken.
All such efforts were finally discontinued, as the system was
already practically extinct in Massachusetts and the custom of
importation had nearly ceased. Slavery was eventually declared
by judicial decision to have been abolished.300 The first step
toward stopping the participation of Massachusetts citizens in
the slave-trade outside the State was taken in 1785, when a
committee of inquiry was appointed by the Legislature.301 No act
was, however, passed until 1788, when participation in the trade

294. MASSACHUSETTS PROVINCE LAWS, 1728-9, ch. 16; 1738-9, ch. 27.
295. For petitions of towns, cf. Felt, ANNALS OF SALEM (1849), II. 416; BOSTON TOWN RECORDS, 1758-69, page 183. Cf. also Otis’s 
anti-slavery speech in 1761; John Adams, WORKS, X. 315. For proceedings, see HOUSE JOURNAL, 1767, pages 353, 358, 387, 390, 
393, 408, 409-10, 411, 420. Cf. Samuel Dexter’s answer to Dr. Belknap’s inquiry, Feb. 23, 1795, in Deane (MASSACHUSETTS 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY COLL., 5th Ser., III. 385). A committee on slave importation was appointed in 1764. Cf. HOUSE JOURNAL, 
1763-64, page 170.
296. HOUSE JOURNAL, 1771, pages 211, 215, 219, 228, 234, 236, 240, 242-3; Moore, SLAVERY IN MASSACHUSETTS, pages 131-2.
297. Felt, ANNALS OF SALEM (1849), II. 416-7; Swan, DISSUASION TO GREAT BRITAIN, etc. (1773), page x; Washburn, HISTORICAL 
SKETCHES OF LEICESTER, MASSACHUSETTS, pages 442-3; Freeman, HISTORY OF CAPE COD, II. 114; Deane, in MASSACHUSETTS 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY COLL., 5th Ser., III. 432; Moore, SLAVERY IN MASSACHUSETTS, pages 135-40; Williams, HISTORY OF THE 
NEGRO RACE IN AMERICA, I. 234-6; HOUSE JOURNAL, March, 1774, pages 224, 226, 237, etc.; June, 1774, pages 27, 41, etc. For a 
copy of the bill, see Moore.
298. MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL SOCIETY PROCEEDINGS, 1855-58, page 196; Force, AMERICAN ARCHIVES, 5th Ser., II. 769; 
HOUSE JOURNAL, 1776, pages 105-9; GENERAL COURT RECORDS, March 13, 1776, etc., pages 581-9; Moore, SLAVERY IN 
MASSACHUSETTS, pages 149-54. Cf. Moore, pages 163-76.
299. Moore, SLAVERY IN MASSACHUSETTS, pages 148-9, 181-5.
300. Washburn, EXTINCTION OF SLAVERY IN MASSACHUSETTS; Haynes, STRUGGLE FOR THE CONSTITUTION IN MASSACHUSETTS; 
La Rochefoucauld, TRAVELS THROUGH THE UNITED STATES, II. 166.
301. Moore, SLAVERY IN MASSACHUSETTS, page 225.
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was prohibited, on pain of £50 forfeit for every slave and £200
for every ship engaged.302

December: Captain George Scott sailed out of the harbor of Newport, Rhode Island — off to collect another human 
cargo along the African coast, tra-la.

302. PERPETUAL LAWS OF MASSACHUSETTS, 1780-89, page 235. The number of slaves in Massachusetts has been estimated as 
follows: — 
In 1676, 200. Randolph’s REPORT, in HUTCHINSON’S COLL. OF PAPERS, page 485.
“ 1680, 120. Deane, CONNECTION OF MASSACHUSETTS WITH SLAVERY, page 28 ff.
“ 1708, 550. Deane, CONNECTION OF MASSACHUSETTS WITH SLAVERY; Moore, SLAVERY IN MASSACHUSETTS, page 50.
“ 1720, 2,000. Moore, SLAVERY IN MASSACHUSETTS, page 50
“ 1735, 2,600. Deane, CONNECTION OF MASSACHUSETTS WITH SLAVERY, page 28 ff.
“ 1749, 3,000. Deane, CONNECTION OF MASSACHUSETTS WITH SLAVERY, page 28 ff.
“ 1754, 4,489. Deane, CONNECTION OF MASSACHUSETTS WITH SLAVERY, page 28 ff.
“ 1763, 5,000. Deane, CONNECTION OF MASSACHUSETTS WITH SLAVERY, page 28 ff.
“ 1764-5, 5,779. Deane, CONNECTION OF MASSACHUSETTS WITH SLAVERY, page 28 ff.
“ 1776, 5,249. Deane, CONNECTION OF MASSACHUSETTS WITH SLAVERY, page 28 ff.
“ 1784, 4,377. Moore, SLAVERY IN MASSACHUSETTS, page 51.
“ 1786, 4,371. Moore, SLAVERY IN MASSACHUSETTS, page 51
“ 1790, 6,001. Moore, SLAVERY IN MASSACHUSETTS, page 51
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In Rhode Island harbors alone, during this year alone, it has been estimated by Alexander Boyd Hawes, some 
4 negreros were being fitted out for the international slave trade. If an average cargo of slaves was 109 –as we 
have estimated on the basis of a number of known cargos– then a total of something like 430 souls would have 
been being transported over the dread Middle Passage during this year in Rhode Island bottoms alone.

March (1728/1729, Old Style): In Providence, Rhode Island, the Reverend Joseph O’Hara was jailed for having 
broken into his church after being expelled from it by his former congregation.

May 10: Pennsylvania levied a 40-shilling duty on each black slave imported into the province.

“An Act for laying a Duty on Negroes imported into this
Province.” LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA (ed. 1742), p. 354, ch. 287.

1729

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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July: Captain George Scott arrived in the harbor of Newport, Rhode Island with yet another cargo of human flesh 
fresh from the African coast.

October: Captain George Scott sailed out of the harbor of Newport, Rhode Island — off to collect another human cargo 
along the African coast, tra-la.

MIDDLE PASSAGE

MIDDLE PASSAGE
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In Rhode Island harbors alone, during this year alone, it has been estimated by Alexander Boyd Hawes, two 
negreros were being fitted out for the international slave trade. If an average cargo of slaves was 109 –as we 
have estimated on the basis of a number of known cargos– then a total of at least 200 souls would have been 
being transported over the dread Middle Passage during this year in Rhode Island bottoms alone.

June 1, Monday (Old Style): Captain George Scott, just turned 24 years of age, set out in his Little George for a Middle 
Passage across the Atlantic Ocean. Crammed beneath the decks of his sloop was a cargo of 35 black men and 
61 black women and black children, on their way to Newport, Rhode Island and to a market for human flesh.

English society placed a high value on appropriate conduct. For instance, on this day at the Tyburn gallows 
outside London, John Doyle and John Young were paying a price for their crimes as highwaymen.303

When once men have plunged themselves so far into sensual
pleasures as to lose all sense of any other delight than that
arises from the gratification of the senses, there is no great
cause of wonder if they addict themselves to illegal methods of
gaining wherewith to purchase such enjoyments; since the want
of virtue easily draws on the loss of all other principles, nor
can it be hoped from a man who has delivered himself over to the
dominion of these vices that he should stop short at the lawful
means of obtaining money by which alone he can be enabled to
possess them.
Common women are usually the first bane of those unhappy persons
who forfeit their lives to the Law as the just punishment of
their offences; these women, I say, are so far from having the
least concern whether their paramours run any unhappy courses
to obtain the sums necessary to supply their mutual
extravagance, that on the contrary they are ever ready, by

1730

303. LIVES OF THE MOST REMARKABLE CRIMINALS WHO HAVE BEEN CONDEMNED AND EXECUTED FOR MURDER, THE 
HIGHWAY, HOUSEBREAKING, STREET ROBBERIES, COINING OR OTHER OFFENCES / COLLECTED FROM ORIGINAL PAPERS AND 
AUTHENTIC MEMOIRS, AND PUBLISHED IN 1735 / Edited by Arthur L. Hayward
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oblique hints and insinuations, to put them upon such dangerous
exploits which as they are sure to reap the fruits of, so
sometimes when they grow weary of them, they find it an easy
method to get rid of them and at the same time put money in their
own pockets. Yet so blind are these unhappy wretches, that
although such things fall out yearly, yet they are never to be
warned, but run into the snare with as much readiness as if they
were going unto the possession of certain and lasting happiness.
But to come to the adventures of the unhappy person whose life
we are going to relate. John Doyle was born in the town of
Carrough, in Ireland, and of very honest parents who gave him
as good education as could be expected in that country,
instructing him in writing and accounts, and made some progress
in Latin. When he was fit for a trade, his friends agreed to put
him out, and not thinking they should find a master good enough
for him in a country place, they sent him to Dublin, and bound
him to a tallow-chandler and soap-boiler in St. Thomas’s Street,
whom he faithfully served seven years, and his master gave him
a good character. Being out of his time, his master prevailed
with him to work journey-work for him, which he did for nine
months; but having got acquainted by that time with some of the
town ladies and pretending to his friends that he was in hopes
of better business, his friends remitted him fifty pounds to
help him forward.
He lived well while that money lasted, but when it was almost
spent, he knew not what to turn himself to, for working did not
agree with him. He took a resolution to come to England, and on
the 19th of April, 1715, he came over in a packet-boat. Having
no more money left than three pounds ten shillings, and not
seeing which way he could get a further supply unless he went
to work, which he could not endure, he resolved to rob on the
highway; and to fit him for it, he bought a pair of pistols at
West Chester which cost him forty shillings. He continued in
that city till the Chester coach was to go for London. At four
miles distant from the town he attacked it, and robbed four
passengers that were in it of fourteen pounds, six shillings and
ninepence, two silver watches and a mourning ring, which was the
first attempt of that kind that ever he made in his life; then
he went off a by-way undiscovered.
Having got a pretty good booty, he travelled across the country
to Shrewsbury, and having stayed there about two days, he
happened to meet a man that had been formerly a collector on the
road, who had a horse to sell. He bought the horse for seven
guineas, though indeed it was worth twenty, as it proved
afterwards; no man soever was master of a better bred horse for
the highway. He was not willing to stay long at Shrewsbury, so
he went from thence and going along the country, met two ladies
in a small chaise, with only one servant and a pair of horses.
He robbed them of a purse with twenty-nine half guineas, nine
shillings in silver and twopence brass, and two gold watches.
The servant who rode by had a case of pistols which he took from
him, and then made off undiscovered. His horse at that time was
much better acquainted with coming up to a coach door than he
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was. Sometime afterwards he passed across the country, and came
to Newbury, in Berkshire, where he remained for about fourteen
days, during which time he was very reserved and kept no company.
But growing weary, he departed from that place the same morning
that the Newbury coach was to set out for London: and when it
was about five miles distant from the town of Newbury, he came
up to the coach door, and making a ceremony, as became a man of
business, demanded their all, which they very readily consented
to deliver, which proved to be about twenty-nine pounds in
money, a silver watch, a plain wedding ring, a tortoiseshell
snuff box, and a very good whip.
There was also a family ring which a gentleman begged very hard
for, whereupon by his earnest application he gave it back, and
the man assured him he would never appear against him. He was a
man of honour, for he happened to meet him some time after at
the Rummer and Horseshoe in Drury Lane, where he treated Doyle
handsomely, and showed him the ring, and withal declared that
he would not be his enemy on any account whatsoever.
Doyle being at this time a young beginner, thought what he got
for the preceding time to be very well, and in a few days after
this arrived at Windsor, where he stayed one night, and there
being a gentleman’s family bound for London, that lay that night
at the Mermaid Inn in the town, he changed his lodging and
removed to the inn; and having stayed there that night, he minded
where they put their valuable baggage up. The next morning he
paid his reckoning and came away, and got about four miles out
of the town before them; then coming up and making the usual
ceremony, he demanded their money, watches and rings. The
gentleman in the coach pulled out a blunderbuss, but Doyle soon
quelled him by clapping a pistol to his nose, telling him that
if he stirred hand or foot he was a dead man. Then he made him
give his blunderbuss first, then his money which was fifty
guineas, fifteen shillings in silver, and five-pence in brass,
a woman’s gold watch and a pocket book in which were seven bank-
notes, which the gentleman said he took that day in order to pay
his servants’ wages. After this he made the best of his way to
London and got into James’s Street, Westminster, where he drank
a pint of wine, and then crossed over to Lambeth, and put up his
horse at the Red Lion Inn, and stayed there that night.
The next morning he came to the Coach and Horses in Old Palace
Yard, Westminster, where he dined, and about seven at night
departed from thence and went to the Phoenix gaming-house in the
Haymarket, to which place, he said, he believed a great many owe
their ruin. He remained some time at the Phoenix, and seeing
them gaming hard, he had a mind to have a touch at it; when
coming into the ring he took the box in his turn, and in about
thirty minutes lost thirty-seven pounds, which broke him. But
having some watches about him, he went immediately to the Three
Bowls in Market Lane, St. James, and pawned a gold watch for
sixteen guineas; and returning back to the Phoenix went to
gaming a second time, and in less than an hour recovered his
money and forty-three pounds more. And seeing an acquaintance
there he took him to the Cardigan’s Head tavern, Charing Cross,
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and made merry. That night he lay at the White Bear in
Piccadilly, and stayed there until the next evening, after
which, having paid his reckoning, he went to Lambeth to his
landlord who had his horse in his care, and remained there that
night. The next morning he went away having discharged the
house.
Having then a pretty sum of money about him, he had an
inclination to see the country of Kent, and accordingly went
that day to Greenwich, and put up his horse while he went to see
the Hospital; and having baited the horse he parted from thence,
and going over Blackheath, he happened to meet a gentleman, who
proved to be Sir Gregory Page. Doyle took what money he had about
him, which was about seventy guineas in a green purse, a watch,
two gold seals and eighteen pence in silver. That night he rode
away to Maidstone, and from thence to Canterbury.
In a few days he returned to London, and was for a long time
silent, even for about six months, and never robbed or made an
attempt to rob any man, but kept his horse in a very good order,
and commonly went in an afternoon to Hampstead, sometimes to
Richmond, or to Hackney. In short, he knew all the roads about
London in less than six months as well as any man in England.
His money beginning now to grow short, not having turned out so
long, and the keeping his horse on the other hand being costly,
he resolved that his horse should pay for his own keeping, and
turned out one evening and robbed a Jew of seventy-five pounds,
and of his and his lady’s watches, a gold box and some silver,
and returned to town undiscovered. The next day Doyle went
Brentford way, and coming to Turnham Green stayed some time at
the Pack Horse, where he saw two Quakers on horseback. He rode
gently after them till they got to Hounslow Heath, where he
secured what money they had, which was something above a hundred
pounds. They begged hard for some money back, when he gave them
a guinea, taking from them their spurs and whips, and at some
distance threw them away. Those two men, as he found some days
after by the papers, were two meal factors that were going to
High Wycombe market in Buckinghamshire, to buy either wheat or
flour.
This last being a pretty good booty, he had a mind afterwards
to go for Ireland and accordingly set out for his journey
thither. He took shipping at King’s Road near Bristol, on board
a small vessel bound to Waterford, where he arrived and stayed
at the Eagle in Waterford three days, and from thence went
directly to Dublin. Doyle was not long in Dublin before he became
acquainted with his wife, whom he courted for some time and was
extravagant in spending his money on her. He also soon got
acquainted with one N. B., a man now alive, and they turned out
together. None was able to stand against them, for they had
everything that came in their way, and in plain terms, there was
not a man that carried money about him, within eight miles of
Dublin, but if they met him they were sure to get what he had.
Being grown so wicked Doyle was at length taken for a robber and
committed to Newgate, then kept by one Mr. Hawkins, who used him
so barbarously that he wished himself out of his hands.
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Accordingly he got his irons off and broke out of the gaol.
Hawkins knowing all the bums304 in Dublin, sent them up and down
the city to take him, but to no purpose. However, they rooted
him fairly out of that neighbourhood.
Then he returned to Waterford, where he appointed his wife and
friend should meet him, which they did; and in about four hours
after he came there he found them out, and there being a ship
bound for Bristol, he sent them on board, agreed with the captain
and went himself on board the same night. They hoisted their
sails and got down to the Passage near Waterford, but the wind
proving contrary, they were obliged to return back, and then
concluded it was determined for Doyle to be taken; which he had
been had he kept on board, but he luckily got on shore, when it
was agreed to go to Cork. There they met with an honest cock of
a landlord, and he kept himself very private, making the poor
man believe that his companion and he were two that were raising
men for the Chevalier’s305 service, and that their keeping so
private proceeded from a fear of being discovered. The poor man
had then a double regard for them, he being a lover in his heart
of ——. Doyle then sent his wife to seek for a ship; but Hawkins
having pursued him from Dublin, happened to see her, and dogged
her to the ship where she went on board, sending officers to
search, for he was sure he should find him there. He was
mistaken, but they took his poor wife up to see if they could
make her discover where he was, and ordered a strong guard to
bring her to Cork gaol. A boat was provided to bring her on
shore, but she telling the men some plausible stories that her
husband was not the man they represented him to be, one of the
watermen having stripped off his clothes in order to row, and
there being a great many honest fellows in the boat, they
assisted her in putting on waterman’s clothes, which as soon as
done, she fairly got away from them, and came and acquainted
Doyle that Hawkins was in town, and how she had been in danger.
They then concluded on leaving Cork, hired horses that night,
and came to a place called Mallow, within ten miles of Cork. The
next day they travelled to Limerick, where Doyle bought a horse,
bridle, etc., and went towards Galloway, and in all his journey
round about got but two prizes, which did not amount to above
fifteen pounds.
Sometime after, his wife was transported, which gave him a great
deal of concern, and he could not be in any way content without
her. So getting some money together he went to Virginia, and
having arrived there soon met with her, having had intelligence
where to enquire for her. The first house be came into was one
William Dalton’s, who had some days before bought the late noted
James Dalton,306 who was then his servant, whom he very often
used to send along with Doyle in his boat to put him on board a
ship. Then he thought it his best way to buy his wife’s liberty,
which he did, paying fifteen pounds for it.
He had then a considerable deal of money about him, and removed
from that part of the country where she was known and went to

304. i.e., bailiffs, informers and spies.
305. The Pretender, whose name was only to be mentioned with baited breath.
306. See page 533.
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New York. Being arrived there he soon got acquainted with some
of his countrymen, with whom be had used to go a-hunting and to
the horse races; so be spent some time in seeing the country.
By chance he came to hear of a namesake of his, that lived in
an island a little distant from New York, and being willing to
see any of his name, he sent for him, and according to Doyle’s
request, he wrote to him that he would come the next day, which
he did, and proved to be his uncle. The old man was overjoyed
to see Doyle, and carried him home with him, where he stayed a
long time, and spent a great deal of money.
His uncle was very much affronted at Doyle’s ill-treatment of
the natives, whom he severely beat, insomuch that the whole
place was afraid of him, and all intended to join and take the
Law of him. Soon after he departed from New York and went to
Boston, where he remained some time, and at length he resolved
within himself to settle and work at his trade, thinking it
better to do so than to spend all his money, and be obliged to
return to England or Ireland without a penny in his pocket. He
did so, and having agreed with a master he went to work, and was
very saving and frugal.
He remained with that man till by his wife’s industry he had
got, including what was his own, about two hundred pounds
English money. Then he advised his wife to go for Ireland in the
first ship that was bound that way, laying all her money out to
twenty pounds, and shipped the goods which he had brought on
board for her account. She then went to Ireland and Doyle for
England, promising to go over to her as soon as he could get
some money, for he had then an inclination to leave off his old
trade of collecting.
Being arrived at London, he met with a certain person with whom
he joined, and as he himself terms it, never had man a braver
companion, for let him push at what he would, his new companion
never flinched one inch. They turned out about London for some
time, and got a great deal of money, for nothing hardly missed
them. They used a long time the roads about Hounslow, Hampstead,
and places adjacent, until the papers began to describe them,
on which they went into Essex, and robbed several graziers,
farmers and others. Then they went to Bishop’s Stortford, in
Hertfordshire, where they robbed one man in particular who had
his money tied up under his arm in a great purse. Doyle says
that he had some intelligence from a friend that the man had
money about him, he made him strip in buff, and then found out
where he lodged it, and took it, but he did not use him in any
way ill, for he says it was the man’s business to conceal it,
as much as his to discover it.
Doyle and his partner hearing of a certain fair which was to be
held a few days after, they resolved to go to it, and coming
there took notice who took most money. In the evening they took
their horses, and about three miles distant from the town there
was a green, over which the people were obliged to come from the
fair. There came a great many graziers and farmers, whom they
robbed of upwards of eight hundred pounds. At this time Doyle
had in money and valuable things, such as diamonds, rings,
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watches, to the amount of about sixteen hundred pounds. His
partner had also a great deal of money, but not so much as Doyle,
by reason that he (D) had got some very often which he had no
right to have a share of.
Doyle went again for Ireland, and carried all his money with
him, and having a great many poor relations, distributed part
of it amongst them; some he lent, which he could never get again,
and in a little his money grew short, having frequented horse
races and all public places. However, before all was spent he
returned to England. Following his old course of life, he
happened into several broils, with which a little money and a
few friends he got over. In a short space of time he became
acquainted with Benjamin Wileman. They two, with another person
concerned with them, committed several robberies. At length they
were discovered, apprehended and committed to Newgate. Wileman,
it seems, had an itching to become an evidence against Doyle and
W. G. But Doyle made himself an evidence, being really, as he
said, for his own preservation and not for the sake of any
reward.
Doyle’s wife being for a second time transported, he went with
her in the same ship, and having arrived in Virginia, slaved
there some time, until he began to grow weary of the place. But
as he was always too indulgent to her, he bought her her liberty,
and shipped her and himself on board the first ship that came
to England, when in seven weeks time they arrived in the Downs.
Soon after they came up to England, but were not long in town
before his wife was taken up for returning from transportation,
and committed to Newgate, where she remained until the sessions
following, and being brought upon her trial, pleaded guilty.
When they came to pass sentence upon her, she produced his
Majesty’s most gracious pardon, and was admitted to bail to
plead the same, and thereupon discharged. Doyle, a short time
after, went to the West of England, where he slaved some time,
following his old way of life; and associating himself with a
certain companion, got a considerable sum of money, and came to
Marlborough. And having continued some time in that
neighbourhood, they usually kept the markets, where they
commonly cleared five pounds a day. Going from Marlborough they
came to Hungerford, and put up their horses at the George Inn;
and having ordered something for dinner, saw some graziers on
the road, but one of them being an old sportsman, and a brother
tradesman of Doyle’s formerly, he knew the said Doyle
immediately, by the description given of him, and very honestly
came to him, and told him that he had a charge of money about
him, and withal begged that he would not hurt him, since he had
made so ingenuous a confession, desiring Doyle to make the best
of his way to another part of the country, telling him at the
same time where he lived in London, and that if he should act
honourably by him, he would put a thousand pounds in his pocket
in a month’s time. According to the grazier’s directions, Doyle
and his companions departed, but having met, as Doyle phrases
it, with a running chase in their cross way, which they had taken
for safety, they were obliged to return back into the main road
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again, and by accident put up at the same inn where the grazier
and his companions were that evening. The grazier, as soon as
he saw Doyle, came in and drank a bottle with him, and then
retired to his companions, without taking any manner of notice
of him.
As they came for London, they took everything that came into
their net, and in three days time Doyle paid his brother
sportsman, the grazier, a visit, who received him handsomely,
and appointed him to meet him the next market day at the
Greyhound in Smithfield, in order to make good part of his
promise to him. Doyle and his companion went to him, put up their
horses at the same inn and passed for country farmers. This
grazier, who formerly had been one of the same profession being
now grown honest and bred a butcher, was then turned salesman
in Smithfield, and sold cattle for country graziers, and sent
them their money back by their servants who had brought the
cattle to town. Having drunk a glass of wine together, they began
to talk about business, and the grazier being obliged to go into
the market to sell some beasts, desired Doyle and his companion
to stay there until he returned. When he came he gave them some
little instructions how they should proceed in an affair he had
then in view to serve then in, and having taken his advice, they
rode out of town; and it being a West Country fair they rode
Turnham Green way.
They had not time to drink a pint of wine before the West Country
chapman came ajogging along. They took two hundred and forty
pounds from him, making (as D. terms it) a much quicker bargain
with him than he had done with the butcher at Smithfield. The
chapman begged hard for some money to carry him home to his
family, and after they had given him two guineas, he said to
them that he had often travelled that road with five hundred
pounds about him, and never had been stopped. To which Doyle
replied, that half the highwaymen who frequented the road were
but mere old women, otherwise he would never have had that to
brag of, and then parted. Doyle says that the honest man at
Smithfield had poundage of him as well as from the grazier, so
that he acted in a double capacity.
That night they came to London, and having put up their horses,
put on other clothes and went to Smithfield, where not finding
the butcher at home, they write a note and left it for an
appointment to meet him at the Horn Tavern in Fleet Street, where
they had not stayed long before he came. After taking a cheerful
glass they talked the story over, and out of the booty Doyle
gave turn fifty guineas, after which the butcher promised to be
his friend upon a better affair. After paying the reckoning they
parted and appointed to meet the next market day at Smithfield.
They went at the time appointed, and having drank a morning
glass, stepped into the market and stayed some time. Their
brother sportsman being very busy, he made excuse to Doyle and
his companion, telling them there was nothing to be done in their
way till the evening, desiring them to be patient. They remained
in and about Smithfield till then, and market being entirely
over, their friend came up to the place appointed, and showed
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them a man on horseback to whom he had just paid fifty pounds.
Doyle and his companion immediately called for their horses,
took leave of their friend, and kept in sight of the countryman
until he was out of town. And when he was got near the Adam and
Eve, at Kensington, they came up to him, and made a ceremony,
as became men of their profession. He was very unwilling to part
from his money, making an attempt to ride away, but they soon
overtook him, and after some dispute took every penny that he
received in Smithfield, and for his residing gave him back only
a crown to bear his charges home. In his memoirs Doyle makes
this observation, that they always robbed between sun and sun,
so that the persons robbed might make the county pay them that
money back if they thought fit to sue them for it.307 Next morning
Doyle and his companion came to the place appointed, and not
meeting with their brother sportsman sent for him, where they
drank together, and talked as usual about business, paying him
poundage out of what money they had collected on his information
(for they usually dealt with him as a custom-house officer does
by an informer); after which they parted for that time, and did
not meet for a month after.
Afterwards they went up and down Hertfordshire, but got scarce
money enough to bear their expenses; but where there were small
gettings they lived the more frugally, for Doyle observed that
if the country did not bear their expenses wherever he
travelled, he thought it very hard, and that if he failed of
gaming one day, he commonly got as much the next as he could
well destroy.
Hitherto we have kept very close to those memoirs which Mr. Doyle
left behind him, which I did with this view, that my readers
might have some idea of what these people think of themselves.
I shall now bring you to the conclusion of his story, by
informing you that finding himself beset at the several lodgings
which he kept by way of precaution, he for some days behaved
himself with much circumspection; but happening to forget his
pistols, he was seized, coming out of an inn in Drury Lane, and
though he made as much resistance as he was able, yet they forced
him unto a coach and conveyed him to Newgate. It is hard to say
what expectations he entertained after he was once apprehended,
but it is reasonable to believe that he had strong hopes of life,
notwithstanding his pleading guilty at his trial, for he
dissembled until the time of the coming down of a death warrant,
and then declared he was a Roman Catholic, and not a member of
the Church of England, as he had hitherto pretended.
He seemed to be a tolerably good-natured man, but excessively
vicious at the same time that he was extravagantly fond of the
woman he called his wife. He took no little pleasure in the
relations of those adventures which happened to him in his
exploits on the highway, and expressed himself with much seeming
satisfaction, because as he said, he had never been guilty of
beating or using passengers ill, much less of wounding or
attempting to murder them. In general terms, he pretended to

307. Passengers robbed on the highway between sunrise and sunset, could sue the county for the amount of their loss, it being the 
duty of the officials to keep the roads safe.
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much penitence, but whether it was that he could not get over
the natural vivacity of his own temper, or that the principles
of the Church of Rome, as is too common a case, proved a strong
opiate in his conscience, however it was, I say, Doyle did not
seem to have any true contrition for his great and manifold
offences. On the contrary, he appeared with some levity, even
when on the very point of death.
He went to execution in a mourning coach; all the way he read
with much seeming attention in a little Popish manual, which had
been given him by one of his friends. At the tree he spoke a
little to the people, told them that his wife had been a very
good wife to him, let her character in other respects be what
it would. Then he declared he had left behind him memoirs of his
life and conduct, to which he had nothing to add there, and from
which I have taken verbatim a great part of what I have related.
And then, having nothing more to offer to the world, he submitted
to death on the first of June, 1730, but in what year of his age
I cannot say.
However, before I make an end of what relates to Mr. Doyle, it
would be proper to acquaint the public that the vanity of his
wife extended so far as to make a pompous funeral for him at St.
Sepulchre’s church, whereat she, as chief mourner assisted, and
was led by a gentleman whom the world suspected to be of her
husband’s employment.

I have more than once remarked in the course of these memoirs
that of all crimes, cruelty makes men the most generally hated,
and that from this reasonable cause, that they seem to have taken
up an aversion to their own kind. This was remarkably the case
of the unhappy man of whom we are now speaking.
He was, it seems, the son of very honest and industrious parents,
his father being a gardener at Kensington. From him he received
as good an education as it was in his power to give him, and was
treated with all the indulgence that could be expected from a
tender parent; and it seems that after five years’ stay at
school, he was qualified for any business whatsoever. So after
consulting his own inclinations he was put out apprentice to a
coach-maker in Long Acre, where he stayed not long; but finding
all work disagreeable to him, he therefore resolved to be gone,
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let the consequence be what it would. When this resolve was once

taken, it was but a very short time before it was put into
execution. Living now at large, and not knowing how to gain money
enough to support himself, and therefore being in very great
straits, he complied with the solicitations of some hackney-
coachmen, who advised him to learn their trade. They took some
pains to instruct him, employed him often, and in about six
months time he became perfect master of his business, and drove
for Mr. Blunt, in Piccadilly. His behaviour here was so honest
that Mr. Blunt gave him a good character, and he thereby obtained
the place of a gentleman’s coachmen. In a short time he saved
money and began to have some relish for an honest life; and
continuing industriously to hoard up what he received either in
wages or vales [tips] at last by these methods he drew together
a very considerable sum of money.
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And then it came into his head to settle himself in an honest
way of life, in which design his father gave him all the
encouragement that was in his power, telling him in order to do
it, he should marry an honest, virtuous woman. Whereupon, with
the advice and consent of his parents, he married a young woman
of a reputable family from Kentish Town, who, as to fortune,
brought him a pretty little addition to his own savings, so that
altogether he had, according to his own account, a very pretty
competency wherewith to begin the world.
For some time after his marriage he indulged himself in living
without employment, but finding such a course wasted his little
stock very fast, he began to apply his thoughts to the
consideration of what course was the most likely to get his bread
in. After beating his brains for some little time on this subject
he at last resolved on keeping a public-house; which agreeing
very well with his father’s and relations’ notions, he thereupon
immediately took the King’s Arms, in Red Lion Street, where for
some time he continued to have very good business. In all, he
remained there about five years, and might in that time have got
a very pretty sum of money if he had not been so unhappy as to
grow proud, as soon as he had anything in his pocket. It was not
long, therefore, before he gave way to his own roving
disposition, going over to Ireland, where he remained for a
considerable space, living by his wits as he expresses it, or,
in the language of honest people, by defrauding others.
But Ireland is a country where such sort of people are not likely
to support themselves long; money is far from being plentiful,
and though the common people are credulous in their nature, yet
tradesmen and the folks of middling ranks are as suspicious as
any nation in the world. The county of West Meath was the place
where he had fixed his residence for the greatest part of the
time he continued in the island, but at last it grew too hot for
him. The inhabitants became sensible of his way of living, and
gave him such disturbance that he found himself under an
indispensable necessity of quitting that place as soon as
possibly he could; and so having picked up as much money as would
pay for his passage, he came over again into England, out of
humour with rambling while he felt the uneasiness it had brought
upon him, but ready to take it up again as soon as ever his
circumstances were made a little easy, which in his present
condition was not likely to happen in haste.
His friends received him very coldly, his parents had it not in
their power to do more for him. In a word, the countenance of
the world frowned upon him, and everybody treated him with that
disdain and contempt which his foolish behaviour deserved.
However, instead of reclaiming him, this forced him upon worse
courses. His wife, it seems, either died in his absence, or was
dead before he went abroad, and soon after his return he
contracted an acquaintance with a woman, who was at that time
cook in the family of a certain bishop; her he courted and a
short time after, married. She brought him not only some ready
money, but also goods to a pretty large value. Young being not
a bit mended by his misfortunes, squandered away the first in a
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very short time, and turned the last into ready money. However,
these supplies were of not very long continuance, and with much
importunity his friends, in order, if it were possible, to keep
him honest, got him in a small place in the Revenue, and he was
put in as one of the officers to survey candles. In this post
he continued for about a twelvemonth, and then relapsing into
his former idle and profligate courses, he was quickly suspected
and thereby put to his shifts again, though his wife at that
time was in place, and helped him very frequently with money.
This, it seems, was too servile a course for a man of Mr. Young’s
spirit to take, so that he picked up as much as bought him a
pair of pistols, and then went upon the highway, to which it
seems the foolish pride of not being dependant upon his wife did
at that time not a little contribute. In his first adventure in
this new employment, he got fifteen guineas, but being in a very
great apprehension of a pursuit, his fears engaged him to fly
down to Bristol, in order, if it were possible, to avoid them.
After staying there some considerable time, he began at last to
take heart, and to fancy he might be forgotten. Upon these hopes
he resolved with himself to come up towards London again; and
taking advantage of a person travelling with him to Uxbridge,
he made use of every method in his power to insinuate himself
into his fellow traveller’s good graces. This he effected,
insomuch that at High Wycombe, in Buckinghamshire, as Young
himself told the story, he prevailed on him to lend him three
half-crowns to defray his expenses, pretending that he had some
friend or relation hard by who would repay him. But
unfortunately for the man, he had talked too freely of a sum of
money which he pretended to have about him. It thereupon raised
an inclination in Young to strip him and rob him of this supposed
great prize; for which purpose he attacked him in a lone place,
and not only threatened him with shooting him, but as he
pretended, by his hand shaking, was as good as his word, and
actually wounded him in such a manner as he in all probability
at that time took to be mortal; but taking advantage of the
condition in which the poor man was, he made the best of his way
off, and was so lucky as to escape for the present, although
that crime brought him afterwards to his execution.
When he had considered a little the nature of the fact which he
had committed, it appeared even to himself of so black and
barbarous a nature that he resolved to fly to the West of
England, in order to remain there for some time. But from this
he was deterred by looking into a newspaper and finding himself
advertised there; the man whom he had shot being also said to
be dead, this put him into such a consternation that he returned
directly to London, and going to a place hard by where his wife
lived, he sent for her, and told her that he was threatened with
an unfortunate affair which might be of the greatest ill-
consequence to him if he should be discovered. She seemed to be
extremely moved at his misfortunes, and gave him what money she
could spare, which was not a little, insomuch that Young at last
began to suspect she made bold now and then to borrow of her
mistress; but if she did, that was a practice he could forgive
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her. At last he proposed taking a lodging for himself at Horsely
Down,308 as a place the likeliest for him to be concealed in.
There his wife continued to supply him, until one Sunday morning
she came in a great hurry and brought with her a pretty handsome
parcel of guineas. Young could not help suspecting she did not
come very honestly by them. However, if he had the money he
troubled not his head much which way he came by it, and he had
so good a knack of wheedling her that he got twenty pounds out
of her that Sunday.
A very few days after, intelligence was got of his retreat, and
the man whom he had robbed and shot made so indefatigable a
search after him, that he was taken up and committed to the New
Gaol, and his wife, a very little time after, was committed to
Newgate for breaking open her lady’s escrutoire, and robbing her
of a hundred guineas. This was what Young said himself and I
repeat it because I have his memoirs before me. Yet in respect
to truth, I shall be obliged to say something of another nature
in its due place; but to go on with our narration according to
the time in which facts happened.
A Habeas Corpus was directed to the sheriff of Surrey, whereupon
Young was brought to Newgate, and at the next sessions of the
Old Bailey was indicted for the aforesaid robbery, which was
committed in the county of Middlesex. The charge against him was
for assaulting Thomas Stinton, in a field or open place near the
Highway, and taking from him a mare of the value of seven pounds,
a bridle value one shilling and sixpence, a saddle value twelve
shillings, three broad-pieces of gold and nine shillings in
silver, at the same time putting the said Thomas Stinton in fear
of his life.
Upon this indictment the prosecutor deposed that meeting with
the prisoner about seven miles on this side of Bristol, and being
glad of each other’s company, they continued and lodged together
till they came to Oxford; where the prisoner complaining that
he was short of money, the prosecutor lent him a crown out of
his pocket, and at Loudwater, the place where they lodged next
night, he lent him half a crown more. The next morning they came
for London, and being a little on this side of Uxbridge, Young
said he had a friend in Hounslow who would advance him the money
which he had borrowed from the prosecutor, and thereupon desired
Mr. Stinton to go with him thither, to which he agreed; and Young
thereupon persuaded him to go by a nearer way, and under that
pretence after making him leap hedges and ditches, at last
brought him to a place by the river side, where on a sudden he
knocked him off his horse, and that with such force that he made
the blood gush out of his nose and mouth.
As soon as Young perceived that the prosecutor had recovered his
senses a little, he demanded his money, to which Mr. Stinton
replied, Is this the manner in which you treat your friend? You see, I have not strength to
give you anything. Whereupon Young took from him his pocket-book and
money. And Mr. Stinton earnestly entreating that he would give
him somewhat to bear his expenses home, in answer thereto Young

308. This district, at the Dockhead end of Tooley Street, was at that time a sort of No Man’s Land, where horses were grazed and a 
few poverty-stricken wretches lived in sheds and holes in the ground.
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said, Ay, I’ll give you what shall carry you home straight, and then shot him in
the neck, and pushing him down into the ditch, said, Lie there. Some
time after with much ado, Mr. Stinton crawled out and got to a
house, but saw no more of the prisoner, or of either of their
mares.
George Hartwell deposed that he helped both the prisoner and the
prosecutor to the inn where they lay at Oxford. Sarah Howard
deposed that she kept the inn or house where they lodged at
Loudwater the night before the robbery was committed. And all
the witnesses, as well as the prosecutor being positive to the
person of the prisoner, the charge seemed to be as fully proved
as it was possible for a thing of that nature to admit.
The prisoner in his defence did not pretend to deny the fact,
but as much as he was able endeavoured to extenuate it. He said,
that for his part he did not know anything of the mare; that the
going off the pistol was merely accidental; that he did, indeed,
take the money, and therefore, did not expect any other than to
suffer death, but that it would be a great satisfaction to him,
even in his last moments, that he neither had or ever intended
to commit any murder. But those words in the prosecutor’s
evidence, I’ll give you something to carry you home, and Lie there (that is in
the ditch) being mentioned in summing up the evidence to the
jury, Young, with great warmth and many asseverations, denied
that he made use of them. The jury, after a very short
consideration, being full satisfied with the evidence which had
been offered, found him guilty.
The very same day his wife was indicted for the robbery of her
mistress, when the fact was charged upon her thus: that she on
a Sunday, conveyed Young secretly upstairs in her mistress’s
house, where she passed for a single woman; that he took an
opportunity to break open a closet and to steal from thence
ninety guineas, and ten pounds in silver; a satin petticoat
value thirty shillings, and an orange crepe petticoat were also
carried off; and she asking leave of her lady to go out in the
afternoon, took that opportunity to go quite away, not being
heard of for a long time. Upon her husband being apprehended for
the fact for which he died, somebody remembered her and the story
of her robbing her mistress, caused her thereupon to be
apprehended. Not being able to prove her marriage at the time
of her trial, she was convicted, and ordered for transportation.
This was a very different story from that which Young told in
his relations of his wife’s adventure, but when it came to be
mentioned to that unhappy man and pressed upon him, though he
could not be brought to acknowledge it, yet he never denied it;
which the Ordinary says, was a method of proceeding he took up,
because unwilling to confess the truth, and afraid when so near
death to tell a lie.
When under sentence of death, this unfortunate person began to
have a true sense of his own miserable condition; he was very
far from denying the crime for which he suffered, although he
still continued to deny some of the circumstances of it. The
judgment which had been pronounced upon him, he acknowledged to
be very just and reasonable, and was so far from being either
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angry or affrighted at the death he was to die that on the
contrary he said it was the only thing that gave his thoughts
ease. To say truth, the force of religion was never more visible
in any man than it was in this unfortunate malefactor. He was
sensible of his repentance being both forced and late, which
made him attend to the duties thereof with an extraordinary
fervour and application. He said that the thoughts of his
dissolution had no other effect upon him than to quicken his
diligence in imploring God for pardon. To all those who visited
him either from their knowledge of him in former circumstances,
or, as too many do, from the curiosity of observing how he would
behave under those melancholy circumstances in which he then
was, he discoursed of nothing but death, eternity, and future
judgment. The gravity of his temper and the serious turn of his
thoughts was never interrupted in any respect throughout the
whole space of time in which he lay under condemnation; on the
contrary, he every day appeared to have more and more improved
from his meditations and almost continual devotions, appearing
frequently when at chapel wrapped up as it were in ecstasy at
the thoughts of heaven and future felicity, humbling himself,
however, for the numberless sins he had committed, and omitting
nothing which could serve to show the greatness of his sorrow
and the sincerity of his contrition.
The day he was to die, the unfortunate old man his father, then
upwards of seventy years of age, came to visit him, and saw him
haltered as he went out to execution. Words are too feeble to
express that impetuosity of grief which overwhelmed both the
miserable father and the dying son. However, the old man,
bedewing him with a flood of tears, exhorted him not to let go
on his hopes in Christ, even in that miserable conjuncture; but
that he should remember the mercy of God was over all his works,
and in an especial manner was promised to those who were penitent
for their sins, which Christ had especially confirmed in sealing
the pardon of the repenting thief, even upon the cross.
At the place of execution he appeared scarce without any
appearance of terror, much less of obstinacy or contempt of
death. Being asked what he did with the pocket-book which he
took from Mr. Stinton, and which contained in it things of very
great use to him, Young replied ingeniously that he had burnt
it, for which he was heartily sorry, but that he did not look
into or make himself acquainted with its contents. Just before
the cart drew away, he arose and spoke to the people, and said,
The love of idleness, being too much addicted to company, and a too greedy love of strong
liquors has brought me to this unhappy end. The Law intends my death for an example unto
others; let it be so, let my follies prevent others from falling into the like, and let the shame
which you see me suffer, deter all of you from the commission of such sins as may bring you to
the like fatal end. My sentence is just, but pray, ye good people, for my soul, that though I die
ignominiously here, I may not perish everlastingly.
He was executed the first of June, 1730, being at the time about
thirty-nine years of age.
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June 6, Saturday (Old Style), before dawn: Captain George Scott was 100 leagues from the coast of Africa on his way 
to the harbor of Newport, Rhode Island, five days out on the Middle Passage with yet another cargo of human 
flesh packed into his sloop Little George — when allofasudden black men began to pour out from beneath the 
decks.

The slaves emerging on deck in the predawn darkness found a watch crew of three, killed them, and threw their 
bodies overboard. The other crew members, four men and a boy, were below, sheltered behind the after hatch. 
These survivors set to work to fabricate for themselves pipe bombs which they planned to throw among the 
slaves, but while they were at this work one of the devices blew up, severely burning the man who was holding 
it. The slaves loaded a carriage gun and fired it into the hatchway, and began to sail the ship back toward the 
African shore. The crewmembers bored holes in the ship’s bottom and let in about three feet of seawater. There 
was a negotiation, and the cargo agreed that if the crew would not scuttle the sloop, they would depart as soon 
as they were able to reach shore. Eventually the ship grounded several leagues up the Sierra Leone River and 
the Africans waded ashore. The surviving crewmembers managed to get the ship’s boat lowered on the other 
side of the grounded sloop, and rowed downstream to the safety of a vessel from Montserrat, British West 
Indies.
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An Anachronism:This illustration is an anachronism, since the act of the British Parliament that allowed slaves under transportation this much space would not come until June 17, 1788.
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On April 29, 1731 a Boston gazette would report this uprising: “We hear from Rhode Island that Captain 
George Scott of that place, who sometime since went from thence to Guinea, and was returning with a cargo 
of Negroes, they rose upon the said commander and company, and barbarously murdered three of his men, 
the said captain and the rest of his company made their escape, tho tis said they are all since dead except the 
captain and a boy; The Negroes we are informed were afterwards taken and made slaves by those 
other nation.” 

(This negrero captain, undaunted, would each year for the following five years sail out of Newport for the coast 
of Africa to collect more human raw material.)
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In Rhode Island harbors alone, during this year alone, it has been estimated by Alexander Boyd Hawes, some 
4 negreros were being fitted out for the international slave trade. If an average cargo of slaves was 109 –as we 
have estimated on the basis of a number of known cargos– then a total of something like 436 souls would have 
been being transported over the dreadful Middle Passage during this year in Rhode Island bottoms alone.

Captain George Scott of Rhode Island was returning from Guinea with a cargo of slaves when they rose up 
killing three of the crewmembers. Soon all the white crewmembers would die, except the captain and the ship’s 
boy.

April 29, Thursday (Old Style): According to a report in a Boston gazette, in the previous year Captain George Scott 
of Newport, Rhode Island had been 100 leagues from the coast of Africa on his way home with yet another 
cargo of human flesh packed into his sloop Little George — when allofasudden there had been an uprising.

1731

SERVILE INSURRECTION

MIDDLE PASSAGE
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Explanation: A "negrero" is a ship that transports slave cargo.
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“We hear from Rhode Island that Captain George Scott of that place, who sometime since went from thence 
to Guinea, and was returning with a cargo of Negroes, they rose upon the said commander and company, and 
barbarously murdered three of his men, the said captain and the rest of his company made their escape, tho tis 
said they are all since dead except the captain and a boy; The Negroes we are informed were afterwards taken 
and made slaves by those other nation.”

(The slaver captain, undaunted by this setback, would sail out of Newport for the coast of Africa to collect 
more human raw material, each year for the following 5 years.)

In Concord, Massachusetts, “Thomas Hosmer and Prudance Hosmer both of Concord were married (by John 
Flint Esqr) April 29: 1731”

(A-1-3-3-6-3 Thomas Hosmer had been born on February 7th, 1703/1704 and would die on January 10th, 
1787. Prudence Hosmer had been born on November 27th, 1707. Their union would produce the following 
offspring: 
A-1-3-3-6-3-1 Lucy Hosmer, who would be born on August 27th, 1732
A-1-3-3-6-3-2 Joseph Hosmer, who would be born on December 27th, 1735
A-1-3-3-6-3-3 Persis Hosmer, who would be born on April 19th, 1739
A-1-3-3-6-3-4 Dinah Hosmer, who would be born on March 20th, 1741 and would die unmarried on December 
28th, 1831
A-1-3-3-6-3-5 Lydia Hosmer, who would be born on December 30th, 1745
A-1-3-3-6-3-6 Benjamin Hosmer, who would be born on May 18th, 1750)

End of May: A 69-foot, 3-masted negrero, the Diligent, sailed from Vannes for West Africa, where a cargo of 256 
slaves would be loaded. The slaves would be disposed of on the island of Martinique in the Caribbean and then 
during September 1732 the vessel would show up at its home port on the coast of France with 251 barrels of 
sugar and some IOUs. During this voyage 1st Lieutenant Robert Durand would be generating a detailed 113-
page account of the entire trip.

Robert Harms. THE Diligent: A VOYAGE THROUGH THE WORLDS OF THE SLAVE TRADE. NY: Basic Books, 2002

Reviewed by Thomas N. Ingersoll,
Department of History,

Ohio State University, Lima, Ohio.
Published by H-Atlantic (February 2002)

Into those Waves, Never to Return309

At the end of May 1731, a sixty-nine foot, three-masted ship
309. Citation: Thomas N. Ingersoll. “Review of Robert Harms, The Diligent: A Voyage Through the Worlds of the Slave Trade,” 
H-Atlantic, H-Net Reviews, February, 2002. URL: http://www.h-net.msu.edu/reviews/showrev.cgi?path=3D135271014651241.
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called the Diligent set out from Vannes, France, for West Africa,
where its crew purchased 256 slaves, carried them to Martinique,
sold them, and returned to Vannes in September 1732 with 251
barrels of sugar and some IOU’s. Of the thousands of
transatlantic slave voyages, this one was in no way unusual
except for the fact that First Lieutenant Robert Durand kept a
detailed 113-page private journal describing the trip. Combining
evidence from this text with a superb array of other documentary
evidence, Africanist Robert Harms provides the most vivid and
useful description of a typical slave trading voyage ever
written.
The Diligent was a bit player in the early eighteenth-century
struggle to determine who in France would have the right to
engage in the African trade. Vannes was a minor grain port (the
Diligent a converted grain ship), and the trading house of
Guillaume and Francois Billy sought to establish the principle
of free trade in defiance of chartered monopolies and richer
neighboring ports like Nantes. The contest in France was wrapped
up in the larger transatlantic contest of France, Britain, and
Holland to break up the old Portuguese monopoly of West African
trade. At the highest level of abstraction, the Billys’ Diligent
was in the vanguard of the early modern development of
capitalism. In that regard, it is revealing that, like so many
capitalist enterprises, the voyage of the Diligent was a failure
because it made no profit, even though it had suffered no
important obstacles.
The organization of this book is highly unusual, and may
discourage some readers at first. Once I got the hang of it, I
let Harms sweep me away with his storytelling. His model is a
kind of serial microhistory. At each major staging point of the
voyage –Vannes, the Cape Verde Islands, Whydah, Sao Tome, St.
Pierre, Vannes again– he focuses his lens tightly on the history
and conditions in that port. The major positive advantage of
this tactic is that it reveals, as never before in such lush
prose, the interpenetration of Africa and the New World, the
confused and groping nature of political economy in eighteenth-
century France, the distinctiveness of the various African
cultures and historic zones, the extremely complicated and
volatile conditions in West Africa in the era of Dahomey’s
rising power, and the many ways in which the slave trade simply
was not and probably could not be rational according to any
“laws” of capitalism.
Disadvantages of the book’s structure are that some readers will
be unable to follow all the micro-descriptions of the Diligent’s
“worlds.” Just to get the ship out of port, the reader must first
digest the attempt by mulatto Pauline Villeneuve to gain
admission to the Convent of Our Lady of Calvary in Nantes, the
defense of the French slave trade by Gerard Mellier, the Code Noir
of 1685, the contest between the Jesuits and the Jansenists,
conditions in Vannes, the financing of Diligent’s voyage, the
bureaucrat Count Maurepas, and John Law’s scheme and stock
“bubble” in 1720. The ship first lurches into the Atlantic only
on page eighty-five, and anchors off the port where it buys most
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of its slaves on page 199. I found this first half of the book
very interesting reading because I was familiar with the
material, and the book should have appeal to a very broad
audience of serious scholars and non-professional readers. It
might be necessary, however, to make the first half optional
reading if I assigned the book in a course on the history of
African Americans.
For it is the second half that most readers will find
extraordinary for the way it paints conditions on the Slave
Coast and the actual conduct of the trade. What is most
remarkable here is the way Harms slips effortlessly back and
forth between the specific course of events on the voyage, the
general nature of the trade as it was conducted by the Europeans
and Africans, and the full range of contingencies faced by
individuals who were involved in it. At no point does the reader
have the sense of being lectured to or manipulated, but the
emotional impact of the details is devastating. The facts of the
trade, especially the immense and constant exertion of force and
terror required to get the slaves into the ships and keep them
in submission, speak quite eloquently for themselves. When Harms
finally describes the ordinary slave’s state of mind while being
rowed through the surf toward the Diligent, “into those waves,
never to return” (page 253), even a reader hardened to history’s
many crimes will feel the victim’s desperation.
Since nothing particularly unusual happened on this voyage,
Harms is able to exploit Durand’s journal to its best effect,
revealing the usual tediousness of the trade. For the crew it
meant an endless round of maintaining and sailing the ship (or
waiting for a wind), and guarding, feeding, and manhandling
captive Africans. For the Africans, it meant being utterly
humiliated, very crowded together, over half the time with
insufficient air to breathe in a hold reeking with their own
filth, waiting for an uncertain fate — some of them for many
months.
Harms skillfully weaves into the story descriptions of various
perils that could interrupt the monotony, borrowing examples
from other voyages. Slave mutinies, pirates, deranged captains,
terrible accidents — all of these did happen to these slave ships
and could have happened to the Diligent. In these stories, Harms
introduces a collection of remarkable African individuals, like
Assou or Father Manuel do Rosario Pinto. He also moderates the
“French” character of the voyage –to universalize the story– by
using much material from English slave trade accounts,
especially those by William Smith, William Snelgrave, and Jean
Barbot.
Even the best historical writing must have at least one problem.
In this book, a notable failing is one most popular readers will
not miss, namely a weak thesis and theoretical structure. The
author lays out a guiding argument that the voyage was shaped
largely by local events, so “there was no overarching ‘global’
context to the voyage” (page xix). But that is repeatedly belied
by the obviously global, colonial capitalist project in which
the Billy brothers are consciously working to make a profit.
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Perhaps because he hopes to avoid muddying a text that includes
so many different subjects, Harms opts to avoid putting any of
them into its historiographic framework.
The laconic approach to analysis is also evident, however, in
his 737 endnotes, whose rich content is dominated by citations
of primary documents, which Harms mined in nineteen archives in
Europe and the United States. Although twenty leading
historians’ books on the slave trade are cited in the notes, it
is a comparatively light dressing. One finds no hint of what
Harms thinks about some of the big questions, such as the overall
effect of the slave trade on Africa. As for France, at one point
(page 82) he notes that the trade goods the ship carried to
Africa did little to serve French industry, but he is not
interested in the larger significance of that fact. He describes
the specific local reasons why Captain Pierre Mary is forced to
take such low prices for his slaves in Martinique, but he refuses
to explore what that may reveal about the colonial economy as a
whole. If it is true that the individual voyage was shaped
primarily by local conditions, it is implausible to deny the
titanic battle between European ruling classes for world
domination, which made the slave trade possible and shaped its
basic conditions at any given time.
Because of its comparative detachment from historians’ leading
debates, this book might be embraced with a special enthusiasm
by the general reading public. Confidence in the craft of
history has been shaken by a rash of recent scandals in the
profession, and a good old-fashioned narrative strongly flavored
with interesting and easily verified details may be just the
right restorative tonic.
This book simply presents the unmistakable brutality, human
waste, and everyday capitalist contradictions of the slave trade
in its simplest terms. At the same time, for those with an
appetite for the minutia of this particular enterprise –weights
and measures, methods of branding slaves, sailing lore,
contemporary epidemiological wisdom, and the like– this book is
a treasure trove.
The reader who wants more on the African setting of the trade
should begin with the author’s River of Wealth, River of Sorrow:
The Central Zaire Basin in the Era of the Slave and Ivory Trade,
1500-1891 (1981).
Lamentably, the book includes no bibliography, but it does
include fifty-eight well-placed illustrations, many of them
Durand’s own sketches of trading stations. An appendix
reconstructs the balance sheet for the voyage.
Imaginatively constructed, deftly and engagingly written, a
model of research, the book takes the reader deep into the tragic
heart of the eighteenth-century Atlantic.

Copyright 2002 by H-Net, all rights reserved. H-Net
permits the redistribution and reprinting of this work
for nonprofit, educational purposes, with full and
accurate attribution to the author, web location, date
of publication, originating list, and H-Net: Humanities
& Social Sciences Online. For any other proposed use,
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contact the Reviews editorial staff at hbooks@mail.h-
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In Rhode Island harbors alone, during this year alone, it has been estimated by Alexander Boyd Hawes, some 
5 negreros were being fitted out for the international slave trade. If an average cargo of slaves was 109 –as we 
have estimated on the basis of a number of known cargos– then a total of something like 545 souls would have 
been being transported over the dreadful Middle Passage during this year in Rhode Island bottoms alone.

Aboard the schooner of Captain John Major of Portsmouth, New Hampshire slaves murdered everyone and 
seized the vessel and its cargo.

“I and the public know
 What all schoolchildren learn,
 Those to whom evil is done
 Do evil in return.”

— W.H. Auden, September 1, 1939

1732
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June 9, Friday (Old Style): General James Oglethorpe was granted a charter for a colony of Georgia.

At this point, in South Carolina, Purrysburg was being settled by French and Swiss Protestants.

This new colony of Georgia was being intended as a buffer against Spanish Florida, as a way to intercept and 
prevent the southward escape of black bond-laborers to the Spanish or to friendly Creek tribes along the Gulf 
Coast. 

Because the Georgia colony was being originating with such an objective, at first the colony would attempt to 
exclude all “Negroes.”

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: In Georgia we have an example of a
community whose philanthropic founders sought to impose upon it
a code of morals higher than the colonists wished. The settlers
of Georgia were of even worse moral fibre than their slave-
trading and whiskey-using neighbors in Carolina and Virginia;
yet Oglethorpe and the London proprietors prohibited from the
beginning both the rum and the slave traffic, refusing to
“suffer slavery (which is against the Gospel as well as the
fundamental law of England) to be authorised under our
authority.”310 The trustees sought to win the colonists over to
their belief by telling them that money could be better expended
in transporting white men than Negroes; that slaves would be a
source of weakness to the colony; and that the “Produces
designed to be raised in the Colony would not require such Labour
as to make Negroes necessary for carrying them on.”311

310. Hoare, MEMOIRS OF GRANVILLE SHARP (1820), page 157. For the act of prohibition, see W.B. Stevens, HISTORY OF GEORGIA 
(1847), I. 311.

READ THE FULL TEXT
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This policy greatly displeased the colonists, who from 1735, the
date of the first law, to 1749, did not cease to clamor for the
repeal of the restrictions.312 As their English agent said, they
insisted that “In Spight of all Endeavours to disguise this
Point, it is as clear as Light itself, that Negroes are as
essentially necessary to the Cultivation of Georgia, as Axes,
Hoes, or any other Utensil of Agriculture.”313 Meantime, evasions
and infractions of the laws became frequent and notorious.
Negroes were brought across from Carolina and “hired” for
life.314 “Finally, purchases were openly made in Savannah from
African traders: some seizures were made by those who opposed
the principle, but as a majority of the magistrates were
favorable to the introduction of slaves into the province, legal
decisions were suspended from time to time, and a strong
disposition evidenced by the courts to evade the operation of
the law.”315 At last, in 1749, the colonists prevailed on the
trustees and the government, and the trade was thrown open under
careful restrictions, which limited importation, required a
registry and quarantine on all slaves brought in, and laid a
duty.316 It is probable, however, that these restrictions were
never enforced, and that the trade thus established continued
unchecked until the Revolution.

311. [B. Martyn, ACCOUNT OF THE PROGRESS OF GEORGIA (1741), pages 9-10.]
312. Cf. Stevens, HISTORY OF GEORGIA, I. 290 ff.
313. Stephens, ACCOUNT OF THE CAUSES, etc., page 8. Cf. also JOURNAL OF TRUSTEES, II. 210; cited by Stevens, HISTORY OF 
GEORGIA, I. 306.
314. McCall, HISTORY OF GEORGIA (1811), I. 206-7.
315. McCall, HISTORY OF GEORGIA (1811), I. 206-7.
316. PUB. REC. OFFICE, BOARD OF TRADE, Vol. X.; cited by C.C. Jones, HISTORY OF GEORGIA (1883), I. 422-5.
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This policy of local opposition to local human enslavement, based not upon principle but upon expedience, 
would persist for a mere two decades before the institution of human enslavement would trickle across its 
borders from the plantations of South Carolina and it would develop its own tradition of a white planter 
aristocracy.

April: There was a cargo (slave) insurrection in which a Captain Perkins was killed aboard his vessel, one out of 
Rhode Island.

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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May: In obedience to the instructions of the King of England, Rhode Island: repealed its Act of 1712 laying a duty 
upon the import of negro slaves into this colony.

“Whereas, there was an act made and passed by the General
Assembly, at their session, held at Newport, the 27th day of
February, 1711 [Old Style, New Style 1712], entitled ‘An Act for
laying a duty on negro slaves that shall be imported into this
colony,’ and this Assembly being directed by His Majesty’s
instructions to repeal the same; — 
“Therefore, be it enacted by the General Assembly ... that the
said act ... be, and it is hereby repealed, made null and void,
and of none effect for the future.” [If this is the act mentioned
under Act of 1708, the title is wrongly cited; if not, the act
is lost. COLONIAL RECORDS, IV. 471.]

May: The colony of Virginia placed a 5% duty “upon Slaves, to be paid by the Buyers.”

For four years; continued and slightly amended by Acts of 1734,
1736, 1738, 1742, and 1745; revived February, 1752, and
continued by Acts of November, 1753, February, 1759, November,
1766, and 1769; revived (or continued?) by Act of February,
1772, until 1778. Hening, STATUTES, IV. 317, 394, 469; V. 28, 160,
318; VI. 217, 353; VII. 281; VIII. 190, 336, 530.

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE

SLAVERY
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White people were being warned that it might not prove to be such a red hot idea, for them to emigrate to the 
English colonies in America:

1733
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(Black people were, however, not being so warned. Indeed, they might even be provided with  free 
transportation! :-)

In Rhode Island harbors alone, during this year alone, it has been estimated by Alexander Boyd Hawes, some 
7 negreros were being fitted out for the international slave trade. If an average cargo of slaves was 109 –as we 
have estimated on the basis of a number of known cargos– then a total of something like 763 souls would have 
been being transported over the dreadful Middle Passage during this year in Rhode Island bottoms alone.

We know, for instance, of a vessel clearance obtained by Wickham on December 11, 1733.

The Molasses Act passed by the British Parliament imposed heavy duties on molasses, sugar, and rum 
imported from non-British West Indies islands and increased the cost of rum. Americans were consuming 3.75 
American gallons of rum per capita per year.

Smugglers would evade the Molasses Act and trade slaves for molasses and sugar in the non-British West 
Indies to sell to New England distillers to be made into rum which would be carried to Africa and traded for 
slaves to trade for molasses in the Indies.

(You will instantly notice, since you are paying attention, that this tax on molasses, since molasses was one of 
the legs of the triangular trade, amounted to about the same thing as a tax on the international slave trade — 
except, of course that it smelled nicer.)
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London Assurance undertook £300 on Capt. Theo Weight, and £75 on Edward Morris, a boy of about 14 years, 
“that they and neither of them shall not be carried into slavery….” In the event of a claim being presented, one 
supposes that this insurance money would have been used for the payment of a ransom, perhaps from Barbary 
pirates. The early books of The London Assurance are full of slavery transactions such as this one, in which 
the proper copper sheathing of hulls was obviously a matter of primary consideration while the matter of 
“Death and Insurrection of Negroes” was considered of secondary importance: “Captain Richard Pinnell 
[Director of London Assurance from 1726 to 1738] 30th August, 1733 on the Mary Snow and Goods, both or 
either, according to the Assured’s interest, at and from London to the Coast of Africa and at and from thence 
to her port of discharge in the British West Indies. Warranted sheathed, and free from all damage by prohibited 
trade, and free from the death of Slaves either Natural, Violent, or Voluntary. £800.” In a similar risk on 10 
October 1733, on the Penelope Snow for the same trader, for £300, it was stated that “the Assured doth hereby 
agree to warrant the ship sheathed, to take on himself all loss and damage arising by Death and Insurrection 
of Negroes.” On Saturday,  June 15, 1728, the following entry having to do with insurance at £10 per Negro 
in the cargo was made in the underwriting record: “Henry Neale, Esq.[Director of London Assurance from 
1720 to 1747], on 50 negroes in the Benedicta Brigantina (Arthur Reymond, Captain) at and from Gambia to 
Virginia. The Assured doth hereby agree to warrant the ship sheathed, to take on himself all Averages arising 
by Death and Insurrection of negroes, and all loss or damage by prohibited trade. £500 @ 3%”

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY

HDT WHAT? INDEX
In Rhode Island harbors alone, during this year alone, it has been estimated by Alexander Boyd Hawes, some 
3 negreros were being fitted out for the international slave trade. If an average cargo of slaves was 109 –as we 
have estimated on the basis of a number of known cargos– then a total of something like 325 souls would have 
been being transported over the dreadful Middle Passage during this year in Rhode Island bottoms alone.

The three examples we now know about involve port clearances obtained by Mumford on July 8, 1734, 
by Godfrey on August 26, 1734, and by Scott on October 14, 1734.

November: In New York, a Duty Act of 1 shilling yearly on Negroes and Slaves:

“An act to lay a duty on Negroes & a tax on the Slaves therein
mentioned during the time and for the uses within mentioned.”
The tax was 1s. yearly per slave. DOC. REL. COL. HIST. NEW YORK, VI.
38.

November 28: In New York, a £2 and £4 (?) Duty on Goods and Tax on Slaves Act. The question would be, do these 
two entries refer to one revenue act, or were there in this year two different revenue acts?

“An Act to lay a Duty on the Goods, and a Tax on the Slaves
therein mentioned, during the Time, and for the Uses mentioned
in the same.” Possibly there were two acts this year. LAWS OF NEW
YORK, 1691-1773, p. 186; DOC. REL. COL. HIST. NEW YORK, VI. 27.

1734

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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An Anachronism:This illustration is an anachronism, since the act of the British Parliament that allowed slaves under transportation this much space would not come until June 17, 1788.
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The Trustees of Georgia prohibited both human slavery and “ardent spirits” such as rum (by way of contrast, 
beer, since it was considered a temperance drink, was encouraged).

An “act for rendering the colony of Georgia more defensible by
prohibiting the importation and use of black slaves or negroes
into the same.” W.B. Stevens, HISTORY OF GEORGIA, I. 311; [B.
Martyn], ACCOUNT OF THE PROGRESS OF GEORGIA (1741), pp. 9-10; Prince
Hoare, MEMOIRS OF GRANVILLE SHARP (London, 1820), p. 157.

In Rhode Island harbors alone, during this year alone, it has been estimated by Alexander Boyd Hawes, some 
9 negreros were being fitted out for the international slave trade. If an average cargo of slaves was 109 –as we 
have estimated on the basis of a number of known cargos– then a total of something like 981 souls would have 
been being transported over the dreadful Middle Passage during this year in Rhode Island bottoms alone.

In approximately this year a person named Cudgoe was born. We don’t at this point know whether he was born 
in Rhode Island or in Africa, but we know what his life trajectory would be — he would be used all his life by 
American white men as a useful object of labor, in 1768 he would be passed from hand to hand as a piece of 
property, he would almost be present for the signing of our Declaration of Independence in 1776 (almost but 
not quite), and then in extreme old age in 1806 he would finally again come to the white man’s attention (but, 
only as a needy neglected object of charity).

Also during this year the slave cargo aboard the Dolphin, a London vessel on the coast of Africa, attempted 
unsuccessfully to take control of their lives. Not being able to proceed any further than seizing control of the 
powder room, they blew up themselves, the crew, and the vessel.

1735

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE

SERVILE INSURRECTION
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In this year or the following one Broteer Furro (Venture Smith), who had been returned to his father’s tribe, 
would after six months back at home be taken by a tribe originating about 150-200 miles to the east around 
the region called Anamaboo on the coast of present-day Ghana, about 6,000 strong, “instigated by some white 
nation.” He and others were force-marched some 400-500 miles to the west. He and others of his tribe were 
marched as captives to one or another of the slave castles that lined this coast. Broteer Furro was rowed out to 
a Rhode Island vessel officered by Captain Collingwood317 and Mate Thomas Mumford. Once on board, he 
was purchased by the vessel’s steward, Robert Mumford, as a private investment, for four gallons of rum and 
a piece of calico. This slavetrader would give the name “Venture” to Broteer Furro as an indication of his new 
status as Robert Mumford’s private investment. The vessel would be carrying a total of 260 in its cargo for the 
Middle Passage, of whom at least 60 would die in transit of the small pox.

My father discovered the [invaders] and immediately began to
discharge arrows at them. This alarmed both me and the women,
who, being unable to make any resistance, betook ourselves to
the tall, thick reeds not far off, and left the old king to fight
alone. For some time I beheld him defending himself with great
courage and firmness, till at last he was obliged to surrender.
My father was closely interrogated respecting his money. But as
he gave them no account of it, he was instantly cut and pounded
on his body. All this availed not in the least to make him give
up his money, but the continued torment obliged him to sink and
expire. He thus died without informing his enemies where his
money lay. The shocking scene is to this day fresh in my memory.
After destroying the old prince, [the enemy] decamped and
marched towards the sea lying to the west, taking with them
myself and the women prisoners.
All the march I had very hard tasks imposed on me. I was obliged
to carry on my head a large flat stone used for grinding our
corn, weighing as much as 25 pounds; besides victuals, mat, and
cooking utensils. Though I was pretty large and stout [for] my
age, yet these burdens were very grievous to me, being only six
years and a half old.
We were then come to a place called in Africa, Anamaboo. The
enemies’ provisions were then almost spent, as well as their
strength. [Knowing this,] the inhabitants attacked them, and
took [their] prisoner, flocks, and all their effects.
I was then taken a second time. I and other prisoners were put
on board a canoe and rowed away to a vessel belonging to Rhode
Island. I was bought on board by one Robert Mumford, a steward
of said vessel, for four gallons of rum and a piece of calico,
and called Venture on account of his having purchased me with
his own private venture.
After an ordinary passage, except great mortality by the small
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317. This Captain may well have been the James Collingwood who in 1740 commanded the Charming Betty as a privateer vessel 
out of Rhode Island, and the slaver vessel in question may well have been the Charming Betty in a previous existence, since in 
1733 it had been used to transport German immigrants from the Palatinate to Philadelphia, and since late in 1740 it would arrive in 
the port of Philadelphia with a shipment of fine cloth and spices which included not only English goods but also goods from the 
Caribbean.
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pox, which broke out on board, we arrived at the island of
Barbados, but when we reached it, there were found, out of the
260 that sailed from Africa, not more than 200 alive.
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LAR TRADE
Thomas Harding, a blacksmith of Providence, took a contract to forge handcuffs318 for use aboard the sloop 
Mary, bound for the coast of Guinea.

Here is the coast of Guinea, from a map published in London some six years earlier:319Captain James Brown, 

318. “35 pare of hand coofs”. Well, children, have you ever heard of divine Providence? If you provide yourself with a plenty of 
hand coofs, God will provide you with a plenty of black slaves. It was apparently a rather ordinary practice to use iron handcuffs to 
subdue an unruly person of color. According to the journal of Friend Thomas B. Hazard or Hafsard or Hasard of Kingstown, Rhode 
Island, also known as “Nailer Tom,” at one point he was asked to fashion a pair of handcuffs with which to confine a crazy negress 
named Patience.

RHODE ISLAND

TRIANGU
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This is an enlarged detail from a map made in about 1730 and published in London.
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the father of the five young Brown brothers plus a daughter, injured himself by attempting too much during a 
weight-lifting contest at a fair. He supposed he had ruptured his spleen, and gave permission that his body be 
opened after his death to verify this.

319. For this and other such maps: http://hitchcock.itc.virginia.edu/Slavery/search.html
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In Rhode Island harbors alone, during this year alone, it has been estimated by Alexander Boyd Hawes, some 
10 vessels were being fitted out for the international slave trade. If an average cargo of slaves was 109 –as we 
have estimated on the basis of a number of known cargos– then a total of something like 1,090 souls would 
have been being transported over the dreadful Middle Passage during this year in Rhode Island bottoms alone.

Examples would include the schooner Haddock, under Captain Aldridge, James Brown’s sloop Mary, under 
Captain John Godfrey, the brigantine Marigold, under Captain T.T. Taylor, and an unidentified vessel under 
Captain John Cahoon.

According to Appendix C. to W.E. Burghardt Du Bois’s THE SUPPRESSION OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE TO 
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 1638-1870, there was also a negrero the name of which we do not know, 

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf
An Anachronism:This illustration is an anachronism, since the act of the British Parliament that allowed slaves under transportation this much space would not come until June 17, 1788.

A painting....:In “Barco Negrero” in 1976, Manuel Mendive used the X-ray vision of an artist to depict the contents of the interior decks of a slaver vessel.
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sailing out of Rhode Island in October under Captain John Griffen (AMERICAN HISTORICAL RECORD, I. 312).

April/May: At Providence, Rhode Island, James Brown was preparing the negrero sloop Mary for a voyage to obtain 
100 new slaves along the coast of Africa.

THE TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY
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During this year or the following one Venture Smith was taken on the Middle Passage from the coast of Africa 
to Barbados, where 196 of the perhaps 200 slaves who had survived the small pox would be sold and four, 
including him, would be taken on to New England. He had “completed his eighth year” by the time he arrived 
at Robert Mumford’s home on Fishers Island, which although it was just off the coast of Connecticut and 
Rhode Island was considered part of the New York colony.

The first of the time of living at my master’s place, I was
pretty much employed at the house, carding wool and other
household business. In this situation I continued for some
years, after which my master put me to work out of doors. My
behavior had as yet been submissive and obedient. I then began
to have hard tasks imposed on me. Some of these were to pound
four bushels of ears of corn every night for the poultry, or be
rigorously punished. At other seasons of the year, I had to card
wool until a very late hour. These tasks I had to perform when
only about nine years old.

In Rhode Island harbors alone, during this year alone, it has been estimated by Alexander Boyd Hawes, some 
7 negreros were being fitted out for the international slave trade. If an average cargo of slaves was 109 –as we 
have estimated on the basis of a number of known cargos– then a total of something like 749 souls would have 
been being transported over the dreadful Middle Passage during this year in Rhode Island bottoms alone.320
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In Rhode Island harbors alone, during this year alone, it has been estimated by Alexander Boyd Hawes, some 
6 negreros were being fitted out for the international slave trade. If an average cargo of slaves was 109 –as we 
have estimated on the basis of a number of known cargos– then a total of something like 654 souls would have 
been being transported over the dread Middle Passage during this year in Rhode Island bottoms alone.

Two inventions important to the development of the cloth industry occurred during this year. John Jay devised 
the fly-shuttle and John Wyatt devised a technique for spinning by rollers. Because these developments would 
have an impact on the demand for bales of cotton as a raw material for cloth, it would eventually have an 
impact on the demand for field labor to grow this cotton, and therefore would have consequences in terms of 
human slavery — and in terms of the international slave trade.321

320. Clearly, there’s a terminology problem here. In an effort to resolve this terminology issue, at the Republican National 
Convention in New-York during August 2004 –at which the Republican Party would for four days make an effort to strip from its 
face its mask of hostility to the plight of the downtrodden and reveal its true countenance of benevolent conservatism and concern– 
these people would be sensitively referred to by a Hoosier Republican running for the US Senate as “involuntary immigrants.”

So, perhaps, this is a good point at which to insert a story about involuntary immigrants that has been passed on to us by Ram 
Varmha, a retired IBM engineer whose father had briefly served as Maharaja after the independence of Cochin. He relates the story 
as narrated to him by his paternal grandmother who lived in Thripoonithura, Cochin: “When my grandmother (born 1882) was a 
young girl she would go with the elder ladies of the family to the Pazhayannur Devi Temple in Fort Cochin, next to the Cochin 
Lantha Palace built by the Dutch (Landers = Lantha), which was an early establishment of the Cochin royal family before the 
administration moved to Thripoonithura. My grandmother often told us that in the basement of the Lantha Palace, in a confined 
area, a family of Africans had been kept locked up, as in a zoo! By my Grandmother’s time all the Africans had died. But, some of 
the elder ladies had narrated the story to her of ‘Kappiries’ (Africans) kept in captivity there. It seems visitors would give them fruits 
and bananas. They were well cared for but always kept in confinement. My grandmother did not know all the details but according 
to her, ‘many’ years earlier, a ship having broken its mast drifted into the old Cochin harbor. When the locals climbed aboard, they 
found a crewless ship, but in the hold there were some chained ‘Kappiries’ still alive; others having perished. The locals did not 
know what to do with them. Not understanding their language and finding the Africans in chains, the locals thought that these were 
dangerous to set free. So they herded the poor Africans into the basement of the Cochin Fort, and held them in captivity, for many, 
many years! I have no idea when the initial incident happened, but I presume it took place in the late 1700s or early 1800s. This 
points to the possibility that it was, in fact, a slave ship carrying human cargo from East Africa to either the USA or the West Indies. 
An amazing and rather bizarre story. Incidentally, this is not an ‘old woman's tale’! Its quite reliable. My grandmother would identify 
some of the older ladies who had actually seen the surviving Kappiries.”
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321. Bear in mind that in early periods the Southern states of the United States of America produced no significant amount of cotton 
fiber for export — such production not beginning until 1789. In fact, according to page 92 of Seybert’s STATISTICS, in 1784 a small 
parcel of cotton that had found its way from the US to Liverpool had been refused admission to England, because it was the customs 
agent’s opinion that this involved some sort of subterfuge: it could not have originated in the United States.
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W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: The history of slavery and the slave-
trade after 1820 must be read in the light of the industrial
revolution through which the civilized world passed in the first
half of the nineteenth century. Between the years 1775 and 1825
occurred economic events and changes of the highest importance
and widest influence. Though all branches of industry felt the
impulse of this new industrial life, yet, “if we consider single
industries, cotton manufacture has, during the nineteenth
century, made the most magnificent and gigantic advances.”322

This fact is easily explained by the remarkable series of
inventions that revolutionized this industry between 1738 and
1830, including Arkwright’s, Watt’s, Compton’s, and
Cartwright’s epoch-making contrivances.323 The effect which
these inventions had on the manufacture of cotton goods is best
illustrated by the fact that in England, the chief cotton market
of the world, the consumption of raw cotton rose steadily from
13,000 bales in 1781, to 572,000 in 1820, to 871,000 in 1830,
and to 3,366,000 in 1860.324 Very early, therefore, came the
query whence the supply of raw cotton was to come. Tentative
experiments on the rich, broad fields of the Southern United
States, together with the indispensable invention of Whitney’s
cotton-gin, soon answered this question: a new economic future
was opened up to this land, and immediately the whole South began
to extend its cotton culture, and more and more to throw its
whole energy into this one staple.
Here it was that the fatal mistake of compromising with slavery
in the beginning, and of the policy of laissez-faire pursued
thereafter, became painfully manifest; for, instead now of a
healthy, normal, economic development along proper industrial
lines, we have the abnormal and fatal rise of a slave-labor large
farming system, which, before it was realized, had so
intertwined itself with and braced itself upon the economic
forces of an industrial age, that a vast and terrible civil war
was necessary to displace it. The tendencies to a patriarchal
serfdom, recognizable in the age of Washington and Jefferson,
began slowly but surely to disappear; and in the second quarter
of the century Southern slavery was irresistibly changing from
a family institution to an industrial system.

322. Beer, Geschichte des Welthandels im 19TEN Jahrhundert, II. 67.
323. A list of these inventions most graphically illustrates this advance: — 
1738, John Jay, fly-shuttle. John Wyatt, spinning by rollers.
1748, Lewis Paul, carding-machine.
1760, Robert Kay, drop-box.
1769, Richard Arkwright, water-frame and throstle. James Watt, steam-engine.
1772, James Lees, improvements on carding-machine.
1775, Richard Arkwright, series of combinations.
1779, Samuel Compton, mule.
1785, Edmund Cartwright, power-loom.
1803-4, Radcliffe and Johnson, dressing-machine.
1817, Roberts, fly-frame.
1818, William Eaton, self-acting frame.
1825-30, Roberts, improvements on mule.
Cf. Baines,  HISTORY OF THE COTTON MANUFACTURE, pages 116-231; Encyclopædia Britannica, 9th ed., article “Cotton.”
324. Baines,  HISTORY OF THE COTTON MANUFACTURE, page 215. A bale weighed from 375 lbs. to 400 lbs.
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The development of Southern slavery has heretofore been viewed
so exclusively from the ethical and social standpoint that we
are apt to forget its close and indissoluble connection with the
world’s cotton market. Beginning with 1820, a little after the
close of the Napoleonic wars, when the industry of cotton
manufacture had begun its modern development and the South had
definitely assumed her position as chief producer of raw cotton,
we find the average price of cotton per pound, 8½d. From this
time until 1845 the price steadily fell, until in the latter
year it reached 4d.; the only exception to this fall was in the
years 1832-1839, when, among other things, a strong increase in
the English demand, together with an attempt of the young slave
power to “corner” the market, sent the price up as high as 11d.
The demand for cotton goods soon outran a crop which McCullough
had pronounced “prodigious,” and after 1845 the price started
on a steady rise, which, except for the checks suffered during
the continental revolutions and the Crimean War, continued until
1860.325 The steady increase in the production of cotton explains
the fall in price down to 1845. In 1822 the crop was a half-
million bales; in 1831, a million; in 1838, a million and a half;
and in 1840-1843, two million. By this time the world’s
consumption of cotton goods began to increase so rapidly that,
in spite of the increase in Southern crops, the price kept
rising. Three million bales were gathered in 1852, three and a
half million in 1856, and the remarkable crop of five million
bales in 1860.326

Here we have data to explain largely the economic development
of the South. By 1822 the large-plantation slave system had
gained footing; in 1838-1839 it was able to show its power in
the cotton “corner;” by the end of the next decade it had not
only gained a solid economic foundation, but it had built a
closed oligarchy with a political policy. The changes in price
during the next few years drove out of competition many
survivors of the small-farming free-labor system, and put the
slave régime in position to dictate the policy of the nation. The
zenith of the system and the first inevitable signs of decay
came in the years 1850-1860, when the rising price of cotton
threw the whole economic energy of the South into its
cultivation, leading to a terrible consumption of soil and
slaves, to a great increase in the size of plantations, and to
increasing power and effrontery on the part of the slave barons.
Finally, when a rising moral crusade conjoined with threatened
economic disaster, the oligarchy, encouraged by the state of the
cotton market, risked all on a political coup-d’état, which failed
in the war of 1861-1865.327

325. The prices cited are from Newmarch and Tooke, and refer to the London market. The average price in 1855-60 was about 7d.
326. From United States census reports.
327. Cf. United States census reports; and Olmsted, THE COTTON KINGDOM.
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October 6, Friday (Old Style): The Charming Susannah, under Captain James Collingwood of Newport, Rhode 
Island, departed for an unspecified part of Africa, where it would purchase and load itself with about 91 
African slaves. Its 1st and principal port of disembarkation for this Middle Passage cargo would be Barbados, 
where it would begin to disembark 74 African slaves on August 23, 1739 (from the Slave Trade Voyage 
database of Eltis et al, based on Coughtry, pages 241-85 and CO 28/25).
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Spain canceled England’s contract to import slaves into the Spanish colonies. Complaints of the English 
engaged in the international slave trade on the one hand and the complaints of Spanish planters on the other 
were causing such a din that King Philip V had just gotten fed up. Cancellation of this contract, along with 
other differences of opinion, would lead to the War of Jenkin’s Ear.
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According to Herman Moll’s MODERN HISTORY: OR THE PRESENT STATE OF ALL NATIONS, published at 
Dublin, Rhode Island was noticeably religious.

In Rhode Island harbors alone, during this year alone, it has been estimated by Alexander Boyd Hawes, some 
10 negreros were being fitted out for the international slave trade. If an average cargo was 109 –as we have 
estimated on the basis of a number of known cargos– then a total of something like 1,090 souls would have 
been being transported over the dread Middle Passage during this year in Rhode Island bottoms alone.

On about one Middle Passage voyage out of ten, or more, the cargo would make some gesture toward saving 
themselves.

In a very few of these cases, as happened with the La Amistad in West Indies waters, slaves might manage to 
take over a ship, and Herman Melville’s BENITO CERENO is in fact based on a true story; the usual outcome, 
however, was that they would simply be killed, or would be captured and then put to death by torture.

MOLL’S MODERN HISTORY

SERVILE INSURRECTION
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The description that follows, A NEW ACCOUNT OF SOME PARTS OF GUINEA, AND THE SLAVE TRADE, is by 
Captain William Snelgrave of Bristol, Rhode Island, who considered himself a humanitarian and supposed he 
was transporting his cargo of slaves to a better life through imposing the civilizing influence of white 
Christians over their savage and unenlightened existences. That is, Captain Snelgrave supposed himself to be 
doing good while doing well (the punishments he instances actually are more moderate than those instanced 
in some other accounts):
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I come now to give an Account of the Mutinies that have happened
on board the Ships where I have been.
These Mutinies are generally occasioned by the Sailors ill usage
of these poor People, when on board the Ship wherein they are
transported to our Plantations. Wherever therefore I have
commanded, it has been my principal Care, to have the Negroes
on board my Ship kindly used; and I have always strictly charged
my white People to treat them with Humanity and Tenderness; In
which I have usually found my Account, both in keeping them from
mutinying, and preserving them in health.
And whereas it may seem strange to those that are unacquainted
with the method of managing them, how we can carry so many
hundreds together in a small Ship, and keep them in order, I
shall just mention what is generally practiced. When we purchase
grown People, I acquaint them by the Interpreter, “That, now
they are become my Property, I think fit to let them know what
they are bought for, that they may be easy in their Minds: (For
these poor People are generally under terrible Apprehensions
upon their being bought by white Men, many being afraid that we
design to eat them; which, I have been told, is a story much
credited by the inland Negroes;) So after informing them, That
they are bought to till the Ground in our Country, with several
other Matters; I then acquaint them, how they are to behave
themselves on board towards the white Men; that if any one abuses
them, they are to complain to the Linguist, who is to inform me
of it, and I will do them Justice; But if they make a
Disturbance, or offer to strike a white Man, they must expect
to be severely punished.”
When we purchase the Negroes, we couple the sturdy Men together
with Irons; but we suffer the Women and Children to go freely
about: And soon after we have sail’d from the Coast, we undo all
the Mens Irons.
They are fed twice a day, and are allowed in fair Weather to
come on Deck at seven a Clock in the Morning, and to remain
there, if they think proper, till Sun setting. Every Monday
Morning they are served with Pipes and Tobacco, which they are
very fond of. The Men Negroes lodge separate from the Women and
Children: and the places where they all lye are cleaned every
day, some white Men being appointed to see them do it.
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* * *328

* * *
I have been several Voyages, when there has been no Attempt made
by our Negroes to mutiny; which, I believe, was owing chiefly,
to their being kindly used, and to my Officers Care in keeping
a good Watch. But sometimes we meet with stout stubborn People
amongst them, who are never to be made easy; and these are
generally some of the Cormantines, a Nation of the Gold Coast.
I went in the year 1721, in the Henry of London, a Voyage to that
part of the Coast, and bought a good many of these People. We
were obliged to secure them very well in Irons, and watch them
narrowly: Yet they nevertheless mutinied, tho’ they had little
prospect of succeeding. I lay at that time near a place called
Mumfort on the Gold-Coast, having near five hundred Negroes on
board, three hundred of which were Men. Our Ship’s Company
consisted of fifty white People, all in health: And I had very
good Officers; so that I was very easy in all respects.
After we had secured these People, I called the Linguists, and
ordered them to bid the Men-Negroes between Decks be quiet; (for

328. For this and other such maps: http://hitchcock.itc.virginia.edu/Slavery/search.html
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there was a great noise amongst them.) On their being silent, I
asked, “What had induced them to mutiny?” They answered, “I was
a great Rogue to buy them, in order to carry them away from their
own Country, and that they were resolved to regain their Liberty
if possible.” I replied, “That they had forfeited their Freedom
before I bought them, either by Crimes or by being taken in War,
according to the Custom of their Country; and they being now my
Property, I was resolved to let them feel my Resentment, if they
abused my Kindness: Asking at the same time, Whether they had
been ill used by the white Men, or had wanted for any thing the
Ship afforded?” To this they replied, “They had nothing to
complain of.” Then I observed to them, “That if they should gain
their Point and escape to the Shore, it would be no Advantage
to them, because their Countrymen would catch them, and sell
them to other Ships.” This served my purpose, and they seemed
to be convinced of their Fault, begging, “I would forgive them,
and promising for the future to be obedient, and never mutiny
again, if I would not punish them this time.” This I readily
granted, and so they went to sleep. When Daylight came we called
the Men Negroes up on Deck, and examining their Irons, found
them all secure. So this Affair happily ended, which I was very
glad of; for these People are the stoutest and most sensible
Negroes on the Coast: Neither are they so weak as to imagine as
others do, that we buy them to eat them; being satisfied we carry
them to work in our Plantations, as they do in their own Country.
However, a few days after this, we discovered they were plotting
again, and preparing to mutiny. For some of the Ringleaders
proposed to one of our Linguists, If he could procure them an
Ax, they would cut the Cables the Ship rid by in the night; and
so on her driving (as they imagined) ashore, they should get out
of our hands, and then would become his Servants as long as they
lived.
For the better understanding of this I must observe here, that
these Linguists are Natives and Freemen of the Country, whom we
hire on account of their speaking good English, during the time
we remain trading on the Coast; and they are likewise Brokers
between us and the black Merchants.
This Linguist was so honest as to acquaint me with what had been
proposed to him; and advised me to keep a strict Watch over the
Slaves: For tho’ he had represented to them the same as I had
done on their mutinying before, That they would all be catch’d
again, and sold to other Ships, in case they could carry their
Point, and get on Shore, yet it had no effect upon them.
This gave me a good deal of Uneasiness. For I knew several
Voyages had proved unsuccessful by Mutinies; as they occasioned
either the total loss of the Ships and the white Mens Lives; or
at least by rendring it absolutely necessary to kill or wound a
great number of the Slaves, in order to prevent a total
Destruction. Moreover, I knew many of these Cormantine Negroes
despised Punishment, and even Death it self: It having often
happened at Barbadoes and other Islands, that on their being any
ways hardly dealt with, to break them of their Stubbornness in
refusing to work, twenty or more have hang’d themselves at a
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time in a Plantation. However, about a Month after this, a sad
Accident happened, that brought our Slaves to be more orderly,
and put them in a better Temper: And it was this. On our going
from Mumfort to Anna-maboe, which is the principal part on the
Gold Coast, I met there with another of my Owner’s Ships, called
the Elizabeth. One Captain Thompson that commanded her was dead;
as also his chief Mate: Moreover the Ship had afterwards been
taken to Cape Lahoe on the windward Coast, by Roberts the Pirate
[Bartholomew Roberts AKA “Black Bart”] with whom several of the
Sailors belonging to her had entered. However, some of the
Pirates had hindered the Cargoe’s being plundered, and obtained
that the Ship should be restored to the second Mate: Telling
him, “They did it out of respect to the generous Character his
Owner bore, in doing good to poor Sailors.”
When I met with this Vessel I had almost disposed of my Ship’s
Cargoe; and the Elizabeth being under my Direction, I acquainted
the second Mate, who then commanded her, That I thought it for
our Owner’s Interest, to take the Slaves from on board him, being
about 120, into my Ship; and then go off the Coast; and that I
would deliver him at the same time the Remains of my Cargoe, for
him to dispose of with his own after I was sailed. This he
readily complied with, but told me, “He feared his Ship’s
Company would mutiny, and oppose my taking the Slaves from him!”
And indeed, they came at that instant in a Body on the Quarter-
deck; where one spoke for the rest, telling me plainly, “they
would not allow the Slaves to be taken out by me.” I found by
this they had lost all respect for their present Commander, who
indeed was a weak Man. However, I calmly asked the reason, “Why
they offered to oppose my taking the Slaves?” To which they
answered, “I had no business with them.” On this I desired the
Captain to send to his Scrutore, for the Book of Instructions
Captain Thompson had received from our Owner; and he read to
them, at my request, that Part, in which their former Captain,
or his Successor (in case of Death) was to follow my Orders.
Hereupon they all cried out, “they should remain a great while
longer on the Coast to purchase more Slaves, if I took these
from them, which they were resolved to oppose.” I answered,
“That such of the Ship’s Company as desired it, I would receive
on board my own; where they should have the same Wages they had
at present on board the Elizabeth, and I would send some of my own
People to supply their Places.” This so reasonable an Offer was
refused, one of the Men who was the Ship’s Cooper telling me,
that the Slaves had been on board a long time, and they had great
Friendship with them: therefore they would keep them. I asked
him, “Whether he had ever been on the Coast of Guinea before?
He replied no. Then I told him, “I supposed he had not by his
way of talking, and advised him not to rely on the Friendship
of the Slaves, which he might have reason to repent of when too
late.” And ‘tis remarkable this very person was killed by them
the next Night, as shall be presently related.
So finding that reasoning with these Men was to no Purpose, I
told them, “When I came with my Boats to fetch the Slaves, they
should find me as resolute to chastise such of them as should
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dare to oppose me, as I had been condescending to convince them
by arguing calmly.” So I took my leave of their Captain, telling
him, “I would come the next Morning to finish the Affair.”
But that very Night, which was near a month after the Mutiny on
board of us at Mumfort, the Moon shining now very bright, as it
did then, we heard, about ten a Clock, two or three Musquets
fired on board the Elizabeth. Upon that I ordered all our Boats to
be manned, and having secured every thing in our Ship, to prevent
our Slaves from mutinying, I went my self in our Pinnace, (the
other Boats following me) on board the Elizabeth. In our way we saw
two Negroes swimming from her, but before we could reach them
with our Boats, some Sharks rose from the bottom, and tore them
in Pieces. We came presently along the side of the Ship, where
we found two Men-Negroes holding by a Rope, with their heads
just above water; they were afraid, it seems, to swim from the
Ship’s side, having seen their Companions devoured just before
by the Sharks. These two Slaves we took into our Boat, and then
went into the Ship, where we found the Negroes very quiet, and
all under Deck; but the Ship’s Company was on the Quarter-deck,
in a great Confusion, saying, “The Cooper, who had been placed
centry at the Fore-hatch way, over the Men-Negroes, was, they
believed, kill’d by them.” I was surprized to hear this,
wondring that these cowardly fellows, who had so vigorously
opposed my taking the Slaves out, a few hours before, had not
Courage enough to venture forward, to save their Shipsmate; but
had secured themselves by shutting the Quarter-deck door, where
they all stood with Arms in their Hands. So I went to the fore-
part of the Ship with some of my People, and there we found the
Cooper lying on his back quite dead, his Scull being cleft
asunder with a Hatchet that lay by him. At the sight of this I
called for the Linguist, and bid him ask the Negroes between
Decks, “Who had killed the white Man?” They answered, “They knew
nothing of the matter; for there had been no design of mutinying
among them:” Which upon Examination we found true; for above one
hundred of the Negroes then on board, being bought to the
Windward, did not understand a word of the Gold-Coast Language,
and so had not been in the Plot. But this Mutiny was contrived
by a few Cormantee-Negroes, who had been purchased about two or
three days before. At last, one of the two Men-Negroes we had
taken up along the Ship side, impeached his Companion, and he
readily confessed he had kill’d the Cooper, with no other View,
but that he and his Countrymen might escape undiscovered by
swimming on Shore. For on their coming upon Deck, they observed,
that all the white Men set to watch were asleep; and having found
the Cook’s Hatchet by the Fire-place, he took it up, not
designing then to do any Mischief with it; but passing by the
Cooper, who was centry, and he beginning to awake, the Negroe
rashly struck him on the head with it, and then jump’d overboard.
Upon this frank Confession, the white Men would have cut him to
Pieces; but I prevented it, and carried him to my own Ship. Early
the next morning, I went on board the Elizabeth with my Boats, and
sent away all the Negroes then in her, into my own Ship: not one
of the other Ship’s Company offering to oppose it. Two of them,
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the Carpenter and Steward, desired to go with me, which I readily
granted; and by way of Security for the future success of the
Voyage, I put my chief Mate, and four of my under Officers (with
their own Consent,) on board the Elizabeth; and they arrived, about
five Months after this, at Jamaica, having disposed of most part
of the Cargoe.
After having sent the Slaves out of the Elizabeth, as I have just
now mentioned, I went on board my own Ship; and there being then
in the Road of Anamaboe, eight sail of Ships besides us, I sent
an Officer in my Boat to the Commanders of them, “To desire their
Company on board my Ship, because I had an Affair of great
Consequence to communicate to them.” Soon after, most of them
were pleased to come; and I having acquainted them with the whole
Matter, and they having also heard the Negroe’s Confession,
“That he had killed the white Man;” They unanimously advised me
to put him to death; arguing, “That Blood required Blood, by all
Laws both divine and human; especially as there was in this Case
the clearest Proof, namely the Murderer’s Confession: Moreover
this would in all probability prevent future Mischiefs; for by
publickly executing this Person at the Ship’s Fore-yard Arm, the
Negroes on board their Ships would see it; and as they were very
much disposed to mutiny, it might prevent them from attempting
it.” These Reasons, with my being in the same Circumstances,
made me comply.
Accordingly we acquainted the Negroe, that he was to die in an
hour’s time for murdering the white Man. He answered, “He must
confess it was a rash Action in him to kill him; but he desired
me to consider, that if I put him to death, I should lose all
the Money I had paid for him.” To this I bid the Interpreter
reply, “That tho’ I knew it was customary in his Country to
commute for Murder by a Sum of Money, yet it was not so with us;
and he should find that I had no regard to my Profit in this
respect: For as soon as an Hour-Glass, just then turned, was run
out, he should be put to death;” At which I observed he shewed
no Concern.
Hereupon the other Commanders went on board their respective
Ships, in order to have all their Negroes upon Deck at the time
of Execution, and to inform them of the occasion of it. The Hour-
Glass being run out, the Murderer was carried on the Ship’s
Forecastle, where he had a Rope fastened under his Arms, in order
to be hoisted up to the Fore-yard Arm, to be shot to death. This
some of his Countrymen observing, told him, (as the Linguist
informed me afterwards) “That they would not have him to be
frightened; for it was plain I did not design to put him to
death, otherwise the Rope would have been put about his neck,
to hang him.” For it seems they had no thought of his being shot;
judging he was only to be hoisted up to the Yard-arm, in order
to scare him: But they immediately saw the contrary; for as soon
as he was hoisted up, ten white Men who were placed behind the
Barricado on the Quarter-deck fired their Musquets, and
instantly killed him. This struck a sudden Damp upon our Negroe-
Men, who thought, that, on account of my Profit, I would not
have executed him.
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The Body being cut down upon the Deck, the Head was cut off, and
thrown overboard. This last part was done, to let our Negroes
see, that all who offended thus, should be served in the same
manner. For many of the Blacks believe, that if they are put to
death and not dismembred, they shall return again to their own
Country, after they are thrown overboard. But neither the Person
that was executed, nor his Countrymen of Cormantee (as I
understood afterwards,) were so weak as to believe any such
thing; tho’ many I had on board from other Countries had that
Opinion.
When the Execution was over, I ordered the Linguist to acquaint
the Men-Negroes, “That now they might judge, no one that killed
a white Man should be spared:” And I thought proper now to
acquaint them once for all, “That if they attempted to mutiny
again, I should be obliged to punish the Ringleaders with death,
in order to prevent further Mischief.” Upon this they all
promised to be obedient, and I assured them they should be kindly
used, if they kept their Promise: which they faithfully did. For
we sailed, two days after, from Anamaboe for Jamaica; and tho’
they were on board near four Months, from our going off the
Coast, till they were sold at that Island, they never gave us
the least reason to be jealous of them; which doubtless was owing
to the execution of the white Man’s Murderer.
After the Captain [Messervy, of Ferrers galley] had told me this
story, he desired me to spare him some Rice, having heard, I had
purchased a great many Tuns to the Windward; where he had bought
little, not expecting to meet with so many Slaves. This request
I could not comply with, having provided no more than was
necessary for my self, and for another of my Owner’s Ships, which
I quickly expected. And understanding from him, that he had
never been on the Coast of Guinea before, I took the liberty to
observe to him, “That as he had on board so many Negroes of one
Town and Language, it required the utmost Care and Management
to keep them from mutinying; and that I was sorry he had so
little Rice for them: For I had experienced that the Windward
Slaves are always very fond of it, it being their usual Food in
their own Country; and he might certainly expect
dissatisfactions and Uneasiness amongst them for want of a
sufficient quantity.”
This he took kindly, and having asked my Advice about other
Matters, took his leave, inviting me to come next day to see
him. I went accordingly on board his Ship, about three a clock
in the afternoon. At four a clock the Negroes went to Supper,
and Captain Messervy desired me to excuse him for a quarter of
an hour, whilst he went forward to see the Men-Negroes served
with Victuals. I observed from the Quarter-Deck, that he himself
put Pepper and Palm Oyl amongst the Rice they were going to eat.
When he came back to me, I could not forbear observing to him,
“How imprudent it was in him to do so: For tho’ it was proper
for a Commander sometimes to go forward, and observe how things
were managed; yet he ought to take a proper time, and have a
good many of his white People in Arms when he went; or else the
having him so much in their Power, might incourage the Slaves
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to mutiny: For he might depend upon it, they always aim at the
chief Person in the Ship, whom they soon distinguish by the
respect shown him by the rest of the People.”
He thanked me for this Advice, but did not seem to relish it;
saying, “He thought the old Proverb good, that “The Master’s Eye
makes the Horse fat.” We then fell into other Discourse, and
among other things he told me, “He designed to go away in a few
days:” Accordingly he sailed three days after for Jamaica. Some
Months after I went for that place, where at my arrival I found
his Ship, and had the following melancholy account of his Death,
which happened about ten days after he left the Coast of Guinea
in this manner.
Being on the Forecastle of the Ship, amongst the Men-Negroes,
when they were eating their Victuals, they laid hold on him, and
beat out his Brains with the little Tubs, out of which they eat
their boiled Rice. This Mutiny having been plotted amongst all
the grown Negroes on board, they run to the forepart of the Ship
in a body, and endeavoured to force the Barricado on the Quarter-
Deck, not regarding the Musquets or Half Pikes, that were
presented to their Breasts by the white Men, through the Loop-
holes. So that at last the chief Mate was obliged to order one
of the Quarter-deck Guns laden with Partridge-Shot, to be fired
amongst them; which Occasioned a terrible Destruction: For there
were near eighty Negroes kill’d and drowned, many jumping
overboard when the Gun was fired. This indeed put an end to the
Mutiny, but most of the Slaves that remained alive grew so
sullen, that several of them were starved to death, obstinately
refusing to take any Sustenance: And after the Ship was arrived
at Jamaica, they attempted twice to mutiny, before the Sale of
them began. This with their former Misbehaviour coming to be
publickly known, none of the Planters cared to buy them, tho’
offered at a low Price. So that this proved a very unsuccessful
Voyage, for the Ship was detained many Months at Jamaica on that
account, and at last was lost there in a Hurricane.

According to the Transatlantic Slave Trade database, between 1701 and 1727 this William Snelgrave of 
Bristol, Rhode Island captained one dozen slave-trading voyages, redeeming many, many black souls for 
Christ.

August 23, Thursday (Old Style): The Charming Susannah, under Captain James Collingwood of Newport, Rhode 
Island, begin to disembark 74 slaves from an unspecified part of Africa at Barbados after a Middle Passage 
(from the Slave Trade Voyage database of Eltis et al, based on Coughtry, pages 241-85 and CO 28/25).

THE MIDDLE PASSAGE
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The slavery system in colonial America was fully developed. A Virginia law of this year declared slaves to be 
“chattel personal in the hands of their owners and possessors for all intents, construction, and purpose 
whatsoever.”

The Negro Act of 1740 of the province of South Carolina:

The province of course included legislation preventing the education of slaves:

1740

If any slave, who shall be out of the house or plantation where
such slave shall live, or shall be usually employed, or without
some white person in company with such slave, shall refuse to
submit to undergo the examination of any white person, it shall
be lawful for such white person to pursue, apprehend, and
moderately correct such slave; and if such slave shall assault
and strike such white person, such slave may be lawfully killed.

— 2 BREVARD’S DIGEST, 231

Whereas, the having of slaves taught to write, or suffering them
to be employed in writing, may be attended with great
inconveniences, Be it enacted, That all and every person and
persons whatsoever, who shall hereafter teach, or cause any slave
or slaves to be taught to write, or shall use or employ any slave
as a scribe in any manner of writing whatsoever, hereafter taught
to write, every such person or persons shall, for every such
offence, forfeit the sum of one hundred pounds current money.

— 2 BREVARD’S DIGEST, 243
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Slavery was not an institution practiced solely by Southerners. For instance, here is a painting in which the 
well-to-do Potter family of the coastal town of Matunuck, in Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, is being 
served, in this year, by that acceptable symbol of well-to-do-ness, a house slave:

Matunuck is down in the southwestern district, that is to say, it was part of the “Providence Plantations” portion 
of the colony known as “Rhode Island and Providence Plantations.” Yes, there were slave plantations in this 
Providence Plantations district. There were more slaves here, than in the rest of New England put together.

In Rhode Island harbors alone, during this year alone, it has been estimated by Alexander Boyd Hawes, some 
19 negreros were being fitted out for the international slave trade. If an average cargo of slaves was 109 –as 
we have estimated on the basis of a number of known cargos– then a total of something like 2,070 souls would 
have been being transported over the dreadful Middle Passage during this year in Rhode Island bottoms alone.

April 5, Saturday (Old Style): The colony of South Carolina enacted a £100-per-head prohibitive duty to be paid by 
purchasers of Negroes from Africa, and of £150-per-head to be paid by purchasers of Negroes obtained 
elsewhere in the New World.

“An Act for the better strengthening of this Province, by
granting to His Majesty certain taxes and impositions on the
purchasers of Negroes imported,” etc. The duty on slaves from
America was £150. Continued to 1744. Cooper, STATUTES, III. 556.
Cf. ABSTRACT EVIDENCE ON SLAVE-TRADE BEFORE COMMITTEE OF HOUSE OF COMMONS,
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1790-91 (London, 1791), p. 150.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: South Carolina had the largest and most
widely developed slave-trade of any of the continental colonies.
This was owing to the character of her settlers, her nearness
to the West Indian slave marts, and the early development of
certain staple crops, such as rice, which were adapted to slave
labor.329 Moreover, this colony suffered much less interference
from the home government than many other colonies; thus it is
possible here to trace the untrammeled development of slave-
trade restrictions in a typical planting community.
As early as 1698 the slave-trade to South Carolina had reached
such proportions that it was thought that “the great number of
negroes which of late have been imported into this Collony may
endanger the safety thereof.” The immigration of white servants
was therefore encouraged by a special law.330 Increase of
immigration reduced this disproportion, but Negroes continued
to be imported in such numbers as to afford considerable revenue
from a moderate duty on them. About the time when the Assiento
was signed, the slave-trade so increased that, scarcely a year
after the consummation of that momentous agreement, two heavy
duty acts were passed, because “the number of Negroes do
extremely increase in this Province, and through the afflicting
providence of God, the white persons do not proportionately
multiply, by reason whereof, the safety of the said Province is
greatly endangered.”331 The trade, however, by reason of the
encouragement abroad and of increased business activity in
exporting naval stores at home, suffered scarcely any check,
although repeated acts, reciting the danger incident to a “great
importation of Negroes,” were passed, laying high duties.332

Finally, in 1717, an additional duty of £40,333 although due in
depreciated currency, succeeded so nearly in stopping the trade
that, two years later, all existing duties were repealed and one
of £10 substituted.334 This continued during the time of
resistance to the proprietary government, but by 1734 the
importation had again reached large proportions. “We must
therefore beg leave,” the colonists write in that year, “to
inform your Majesty, that, amidst our other perilous
circumstances, we are subject to many intestine dangers from the
great number of negroes that are now among us, who amount at
least to twenty-two thousand persons, and are three to one of
all your Majesty’s white subjects in this province.
Insurrections against us have been often attempted.”335 In 1740
an insurrection under a slave, Cato, at Stono, caused such

329. Cf. Hewatt, HISTORICAL ACCOUNT OF S. CAROLINA AND GEORGIA (1779), I. 120 ff.; reprinted in S.C. HIST. COLL. (1836), I. 
108 ff.
330. Cooper, STATUTES AT LARGE OF S. CAROLINA, II. 153.
331. The text of the first act is not extant: cf. Cooper, STATUTES, III. 56. For the second, see Cooper, VII. 365, 367.
332. Cf. Grimké, PUBLIC LAWS OF S. CAROLINA, page xvi, No. 362; Cooper, STATUTES, II. 649. Cf. also GOVERNOR JOHNSON TO 
THE BOARD OF TRADE, Jan. 12, 1719-20; reprinted in Rivers, EARLY HISTORY OF S. CAROLINA (1874), App., xii.
333. Cooper, STATUTES, VII. 368.
334. Cooper, STATUTES, III. 56.
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widespread alarm that a prohibitory duty of £100 was immediately
laid.336 Importation was again checked; but in 1751 the colony
sought to devise a plan whereby the slightly restricted
immigration of Negroes should provide a fund to encourage the
importation of white servants, “to prevent the mischiefs that
may be attended by the great importation of negroes into this
Province.”337 Many white servants were thus encouraged to settle
in the colony; but so much larger was the influx of black slaves
that the colony, in 1760, totally prohibited the slave-trade.
This act was promptly disallowed by the Privy Council and the
governor reprimanded;338 but the colony declared that “an
importation of negroes, equal in number to what have been
imported of late years, may prove of the most dangerous
consequence in many respects to this Province, and the best way
to obviate such danger will be by imposing such an additional
duty upon them as may totally prevent the evils.”339 A
prohibitive duty of £100 was accordingly imposed in 1764.340 This
duty probably continued until the Revolution.

May: The colonial legislature of Virginia laid an additional duty of 5% “upon Slaves, to be paid by the Buyer, for 
encouraging persons to enlist in his Majesty’s service: And for preventing desertion.” According to Hening 
(STATUTES, V. 92) this was to continue until July 1, 1744.

335. From a memorial signed by the governor, President of the Council, and Speaker of the House, dated April 9, 1734, printed in 
Hewatt, HISTORICAL ACCOUNT OF S. CAROLINA AND GEORGIA (1779), II. 39; reprinted in S.C. Hist. Coll. (1836), I. 305-6. Cf. N.C. 
COL. REC., II. 421.
336. Cooper, STATUTES, III. 556; Grimké, PUBLIC LAWS, page xxxi, No. 694. Cf. Ramsay, HISTORY OF S. CAROLINA, I. 110.
337. Cooper, STATUTES, III. 739.
338. The text of this law has not been found. Cf. Burge, COMMENTARIES ON COLONIAL AND FOREIGN LAWS, I. 737, note; Stevens, 
HISTORY OF GEORGIA, I. 286. See instructions of the governor of New Hampshire, June 30, 1761, in Gordon, HISTORY OF THE 
AMERICAN REVOLUTION, I. letter 2.
339. Cooper, STATUTES, IV. 187.
340. This duty avoided the letter of the English instructions by making the duty payable by the first purchasers, and not by the 
importers. Cf. Cooper, STATUTES, IV. 187.
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In Rhode Island harbors alone, during this year alone, it has been estimated by Alexander Boyd Hawes, some 
7 negreros were being fitted out for the international slave trade. If an average cargo of slaves was 109 –as we 
have estimated on the basis of a number of known cargos– then a total of more than 760 souls would have been 
being transported over the dreadful Middle Passage during this year in Rhode Island bottoms alone.

In this year of King George’s War, five privateer vessels were attacking the shipping of the Spanish enemies 
of the British crown out of Newport, Rhode Island.

1741
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Charles Town’s population was estimated at 6,800.

In Rhode Island harbors alone, during this year alone, it has been estimated by Alexander Boyd Hawes, some 
8 negreros were being fitted out for the international slave trade. If an average cargo of slaves was 109 –as we 
have estimated on the basis of a number of known cargos– then a total of more than 870 souls would have been 
being transported over the dreadful Middle Passage during this year in Rhode Island bottoms alone.

In this year of King George’s War, five privateer vessels were in operation against Spanish shipping out of 
Newport, Rhode Island:

1742

1741 5

1742 5

1743 10

1744 11

1745 13-15
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“In the United States, every possible encouragement
should be given to privateering in time of war with a
commercial nation ... to distress and harass the enemy
and compel him to peace.”

— Thomas Jefferson, 1812

“If privateering had not been already well established
in the British Empire when Rhode Island first took to
the sea, Rhode Islanders would have had to invent it.
It suited them well.

— Hawes, Alexander Boyd, page 65341

341. Hawes, Alexander Boyd. OFF SOUNDINGS: ASPECTS OF THE MARITIME HISTORY OF RHODE ISLAND. 
Chevy Chase MD: Posterity Press, 1999
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In Rhode Island harbors alone, during this year alone, it has been estimated by Alexander Boyd Hawes, some 
5 negreros were being fitted out for the international slave trade. If an average cargo of slaves was 109 –as we 
have estimated on the basis of a number of known cargos– then a total of something like 545 souls would have 
been being transported over the dreadful Middle Passage during this year in Rhode Island bottoms alone.

Of course, the international trade in new slaves was not being exclusively monopolized by slavers operating 
out of tiny Rhode Island. In Nürnberg in this year, Homann Hereditors issued its very nice hand-colored 
engraved map of GUINEA PROPIA, NEC NON NIGRITIAE VEL TERRAE NIGRORUM MAXIMA PARS . . . indicating just 
which sections of the African coast were being patronized by the English negreros, the Dutch negreros, the 
French negreros, and the Danish negreros:

In this year of King George’s War, ten privateer vessels were in operation against Spanish shipping out of 
Newport, Rhode Island:

1743

1741 5

1742 5

1743 10

1744 11
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“In the United States, every possible encouragement
should be given to privateering in time of war with a
commercial nation ... to distress and harass the enemy
and compel him to peace.”

— Thomas Jefferson, 1812

“If privateering had not been already well established
in the British Empire when Rhode Island first took to
the sea, Rhode Islanders would have had to invent it.
It suited them well.

— Hawes, Alexander Boyd, page 65342

January (1742, Old Style): In Providence, Rhode Island, John Brown, not yet seven years of age and not yet known as 
“Old Thunder,” achieved his realization of the nature of human society, one that would propel him throughout 
the remainder of his silly life. Here it is, your moment of zen. As he would express this realization during his 
adult years in a letter to a son: “Before I was seven years old I knew what property was and consequently what 
a despicable figure I myself and my children after me would cut without a share thereof.” This is why, for the 
duration of his life, this “Old Thunder” dude would hold it to be of supreme importance to buy and sell the 
bodies of other human beings. He had become, irrevocably, a capitalist.

1745 13-15

342. Hawes, Alexander Boyd. OFF SOUNDINGS: ASPECTS OF THE MARITIME HISTORY OF RHODE ISLAND. 
Chevy Chase MD: Posterity Press, 1999
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The New England Yearly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends advised against the further importing of 
slaves.343

1744
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In Rhode Island harbors alone, during this year alone, it has been estimated by Alexander Boyd Hawes, two 
negreros were being fitted out for the international slave trade. If an average cargo of slaves was 109 –as we 
have estimated on the basis of a number of known cargos– then a total of something more than 200 souls would 
have been being transported over the dreadful Middle Passage during this year in Rhode Island bottoms alone.

“When one is happy in forgetfulness, 
facts get forgotten.”

— Robert Pen Warren, 1961
THE LEGACY OF THE CIVIL WAR

343. Below appears the rotting hulk of the slave ship Jem, as of the Year of Our Lord 1891 at Fort Adams near Newport on 
Aquidneck Island:
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Explanation: A "negrero" is a ship that transports slave cargo.



TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY

HDT WHAT? INDEX
During his twenties, John Newton would be captaining two Liverpool slavers and as a matter of course would 
be keeping detailed logs of his voyages. “During the time I was engaged in the slave trade,” he would write 
about the period from 1745 to 1755, “I never had the least scruple as to its lawfulness.... It is, indeed, accounted 
a genteel employment and is usually very profitable.”

(It would be only in a later timeframe that captaining a negrero in the international slave trade would come to 
be equated with general piracy. It was before he had begun to engage in this trade that Captain Newton had 
undergone one of those adult conversion experiences of “grace” that were being held in high value among 
those influenced by the Reverends John Wesley and Charles Wesley, and it seems he left the business not out 
of concern for his spiritual health but out of concern for his physical health. He would begin a 2d career as a 
landlubber Anglican priest before beginning to have doubts as to the probity of his past.)

1745
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In Rhode Island harbors alone, during this year alone, it has been estimated by Alexander Boyd Hawes, a 
couple of negreros were being fitted out in this year for the international slave trade. If an average cargo of 
slaves was 109 –as we have estimated on the basis of a number of known cargos– then a total of more than 
200 souls would have been being transported over the dreadful Middle Passage during this year in Rhode 
Island bottoms alone.

By this point in King George’s War, at least 13 to 15 privateer vessels out of Newport, Rhode Island were upon 
the seas, seeking the Spanish enemies of the crown and their shipping:

“In the United States, every possible encouragement
should be given to privateering in time of war with a
commercial nation ... to distress and harass the enemy
and compel him to peace.”

— Thomas Jefferson, 1812

“If privateering had not been already well established
in the British Empire when Rhode Island first took to
the sea, Rhode Islanders would have had to invent it.
It suited them well.

— Hawes, Alexander Boyd, page 65344

1741 5

1742 5

1743 10

1744 11

1745 13-15
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344. Hawes, Alexander Boyd. OFF SOUNDINGS: ASPECTS OF THE MARITIME HISTORY OF RHODE ISLAND. 
Chevy Chase MD: Posterity Press, 1999
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In Rhode Island harbors alone, during this year alone, it has been estimated by Alexander Boyd Hawes, only 
one vessel was being fitted out for the international slave trade. I don’t know whether this vessel was being 
fitted out in Providence harbor, or in Bristol harbor, or in Newport harbor, but if an average cargo of slaves 
was 109 –as we have estimated on the basis of a number of known cargos– then what this means is that more 
than a hundred souls would have been being transported over the dreadful Middle Passage during this year in 
Rhode Island bottoms alone.

(It was on January 7, 1746 that Captain Pollipus Hammond of the sloop Anstis received his sailing orders.)

During this year and the next, an agreement between Rhode Island and Massachusetts would result in Rhode 
Island and Providence Plantation’s annexation of Cumberland and several East Bay towns such as Tiverton, 
Little Compton, Warren (which then included Barrington), and the international slave trade port of Bristol.

Captains John Dennis and Robert Morris, privateers out of Rhode Island, captured a French vessel near Cape 
Tiburon and brought it to Newport, where its black crewmembers were sold into slavery in Rhode Island, 
Massachusetts, and New York. This brought a protest from the Governor of Cuba, that these particular black 
seamen had in Cuba been not slaves but free men. Learning of this, the Rhode Island General Assembly voted 
that an apology be tendered, and that the black sailors be purchased from their purchasers –who were to be 
fully reimbursed– and the seamen set free and allowed to depart at will. Of course, no consideration was given 
to the paying of back wages for services rendered, but a message was sent to Cuba: this adventure into the 
international slave trade had been a mere inadvertent error (RHODE ISLAND COLONIAL RECORDS, V. 170, 176-
7; Dawson’s Historical Magazine, XVIII. 98.

1746
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The slaves of the cargo of a Rhode Island negrero commanded by Captain Beers rose when off Cape Coast 
Castle and murdered the captain and crew except the two mates — who managed to swim to shore.

It has been estimated by Alexander Boyd Hawes that in this year in Rhode Island harbors alone, some 5 such 
vessels were being fitted out for the international slave trade. If an average cargo of slaves was 109 –as we 
have estimated on the basis of a number of known cargos– then a total of more than 540 souls would have been 
being transported over the dreadful Middle Passage during this year in Rhode Island bottoms alone.

In this year and the following one, Rhode Island would have two or three privateer vessels upon the seas, 
seeking the Spanish enemies of the British crown and the capture or destruction of their shipping.

“In the United States, every possible encouragement
should be given to privateering in time of war with a
commercial nation ... to distress and harass the enemy
and compel him to peace.”

— Thomas Jefferson, 1812

“If privateering had not been already well established
in the British Empire when Rhode Island first took to
the sea, Rhode Islanders would have had to invent it.
It suited them well.

— Hawes, Alexander Boyd, page 65345

1747

345. Hawes, Alexander Boyd. OFF SOUNDINGS: ASPECTS OF THE MARITIME HISTORY OF RHODE ISLAND. 
Chevy Chase MD: Posterity Press, 1999
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In Rhode Island harbors alone, during this year alone, it has been estimated by Alexander Boyd Hawes, some 
3 negreros were being fitted out for the international slave trade. If an average cargo of slaves was 109 –as we 
have estimated on the basis of a number of known cargos– then a total of more than 325 souls would have been 
being transported over the dreadful Middle Passage during this year in Rhode Island bottoms alone.

An invention important to the development of the cloth industry occurred during this year. Lewis Paul devised a carding 
machine. Because this development would have an impact on the demand for bales of cotton as a raw material for cloth, it 
would have an impact on the demand for field labor to grow this cotton, and therefore would have consequences in terms 
of human slavery — and in terms of the international slave trade.346

This was the year of the “grace” experience of John Newton. “Amazing Grace” therefore seems a most 
inappropriate title for a movie about the crusade against the British slave trade. The hymn would be written by 
the Reverend Newton (played in Michael Apted’s film by Albert Finney) not about his belated awareness that 
the business in which he had been engaged was immoral, but about his famous religious “rebirth” experience 
years before he had become the captain of a negrero vessel. This religious experience was not what led him to 
abandon the slave trade, but rather, was part of the context that led him to enter upon this immoral way to make 
a living. The religious awakening he had experienced after a near-fatal illness and a dangerous shipwreck had 
caused him to seek to become a respectable person, turning away from a youth spent in general dissipation. It 
would be after getting right with God in this way that he would enter the slave trade and make quite a success 
of himself, rising to be a captain of a slaving ship and thereby winning the approval of his girlfriend’s parents 
for their union. He would be writing hymns as his ship lay at anchor along West African shores, collecting its 
cargo of black slaves. For three decades after his experience of “grace” during this year, nothing would suggest 
to this man that there was anything wrong with how he was earning his living. It would not be until after he 
had retired from the slave trade (largely it seems for reasons of health, rather than due to any spiritual 
uneasiness) and taken up other employment on land, that he would gradually be brought to question the 
rightfulness of human enslavement. In short, “Amazing Grace” is a record of the religious experience that had 
turned Newton toward becoming a slavetrader, rather than of any mature reflection that had turned him away 
from it.

1748

346. Bear in mind that in early periods the Southern states of the United States of America produced no significant amount of cotton 
fiber for export — such production not beginning until 1789. In fact, according to page 92 of Seybert’s STATISTICS, in 1784 a small 
parcel of cotton that had found its way from the US to Liverpool had been refused admission to England, because it was the customs 
agent’s opinion that this involved some sort of subterfuge: it could not have originated in the United States.
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Also, although the script of this movie tells a pleasant enough personal story, it displays no awareness of the 
historical influences that had led to the opposition to the continuance of the international slave trade. In the 
movie, Friend Thomas Clarkson (played in Apted’s film by Rufus Sewell), is portrayed as one who turned 
William Wilberforce’s anti-slavery sentiments into action, but Friend Thomas did not originate these attitudes. 
Nor did Olaudah Equiano, himself a slavetrader (played in Apted’s film by Youssou N’Dour). The preface to 
his ESSAY ON THE SLAVERY AND COMMERCE OF THE HUMAN SPECIES, written in 1785, acknowledges the 
priority of the writings of New Jersey’s Friend John Woolman, whose ESSAY ON THE KEEPING OF NEGROES 
was first published in Philadelphia in 1754, and the priority of the writings of Pennsylvania’s Friend Anthony 
Benezet, who published a number of anti-slavery works in Philadelphia during the same period, and 
acknowledges the stance of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting taken in 1754 to absolutely condemn all human 
slavery. This was not only before either Clarkson or Wilberforce had been born, but also while a saved-by-
grace John Newton was still captaining his negrero vessel in the international slave trade.

The “Amazing Grace” movie was meant to commemorate the 200th anniversary of the passing of the bill that 
allowed the slave trade in the British Empire, an event that constitutes its climactic scene, but the movie leaves 
it unclear that this legislation did nothing to abolish slavery. The best source for Wilberforce’s actual racial 
attitudes is Jack Gratus’s 1973 THE GREAT WHITE LIE: SLAVERY, EMANCIPATION AND CHANGING RACIAL 
ATTITUDES (Hutchinson of London). Actually he was opposed to the immediate abolition of slavery, and this 
opposition would allow it to persist in Jamaica and other British colonies for another 30 long years, and one 
is entitled to one’s ambivalence about such a track record. Wilberforce (played in Apted’s film by Ioan 
Gruffudd) feared that enslavement had such an impact on the mind of an enslaved person, that it could not be 
so readily ended: “I look to the improvement of their minds, and to the diffusion among them of those domestic 
charities which will render them more fit, than I fear they now are, to bear emancipation.”

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: The history of slavery and the slave-
trade after 1820 must be read in the light of the industrial
revolution through which the civilized world passed in the first
half of the nineteenth century. Between the years 1775 and 1825
occurred economic events and changes of the highest importance
and widest influence. Though all branches of industry felt the
impulse of this new industrial life, yet, “if we consider single
industries, cotton manufacture has, during the nineteenth
century, made the most magnificent and gigantic advances.”347

This fact is easily explained by the remarkable series of
inventions that revolutionized this industry between 1738 and
1830, including Arkwright’s, Watt’s, Compton’s, and
Cartwright’s epoch-making contrivances.348 The effect which
these inventions had on the manufacture of cotton goods is best

347. Beer, Geschichte des Welthandels im 19TEN Jahrhundert, II. 67.
348. A list of these inventions most graphically illustrates this advance: — 
1738, John Jay, fly-shuttle. John Wyatt, spinning by rollers.
1748, Lewis Paul, carding-machine.
1760, Robert Kay, drop-box.
1769, Richard Arkwright, water-frame and throstle. James Watt, steam-engine.
1772, James Lees, improvements on carding-machine.
1775, Richard Arkwright, series of combinations.
1779, Samuel Compton, mule.
1785, Edmund Cartwright, power-loom.
1803-4, Radcliffe and Johnson, dressing-machine.
1817, Roberts, fly-frame.
1818, William Eaton, self-acting frame.
1825-30, Roberts, improvements on mule.
Cf. Baines,  HISTORY OF THE COTTON MANUFACTURE, pages 116-231; Encyclopædia Britannica, 9th ed., article “Cotton.”
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illustrated by the fact that in England, the chief cotton market
of the world, the consumption of raw cotton rose steadily from
13,000 bales in 1781, to 572,000 in 1820, to 871,000 in 1830,
and to 3,366,000 in 1860.349 Very early, therefore, came the
query whence the supply of raw cotton was to come. Tentative
experiments on the rich, broad fields of the Southern United
States, together with the indispensable invention of Whitney’s
cotton-gin, soon answered this question: a new economic future
was opened up to this land, and immediately the whole South began
to extend its cotton culture, and more and more to throw its
whole energy into this one staple.
Here it was that the fatal mistake of compromising with slavery
in the beginning, and of the policy of laissez-faire pursued
thereafter, became painfully manifest; for, instead now of a
healthy, normal, economic development along proper industrial
lines, we have the abnormal and fatal rise of a slave-labor large
farming system, which, before it was realized, had so
intertwined itself with and braced itself upon the economic
forces of an industrial age, that a vast and terrible civil war
was necessary to displace it. The tendencies to a patriarchal
serfdom, recognizable in the age of Washington and Jefferson,
began slowly but surely to disappear; and in the second quarter
of the century Southern slavery was irresistibly changing from
a family institution to an industrial system.
The development of Southern slavery has heretofore been viewed
so exclusively from the ethical and social standpoint that we
are apt to forget its close and indissoluble connection with the
world’s cotton market. Beginning with 1820, a little after the
close of the Napoleonic wars, when the industry of cotton
manufacture had begun its modern development and the South had
definitely assumed her position as chief producer of raw cotton,
we find the average price of cotton per pound, 8½d. From this
time until 1845 the price steadily fell, until in the latter
year it reached 4d.; the only exception to this fall was in the
years 1832-1839, when, among other things, a strong increase in
the English demand, together with an attempt of the young slave
power to “corner” the market, sent the price up as high as 11d.
The demand for cotton goods soon outran a crop which McCullough
had pronounced “prodigious,” and after 1845 the price started
on a steady rise, which, except for the checks suffered during
the continental revolutions and the Crimean War, continued until
1860.350 The steady increase in the production of cotton explains
the fall in price down to 1845. In 1822 the crop was a half-
million bales; in 1831, a million; in 1838, a million and a half;
and in 1840-1843, two million. By this time the world’s
consumption of cotton goods began to increase so rapidly that,
in spite of the increase in Southern crops, the price kept
rising. Three million bales were gathered in 1852, three and a
half million in 1856, and the remarkable crop of five million
bales in 1860.351

Here we have data to explain largely the economic development
349. Baines,  HISTORY OF THE COTTON MANUFACTURE, page 215. A bale weighed from 375 lbs. to 400 lbs.
350. The prices cited are from Newmarch and Tooke, and refer to the London market. The average price in 1855-60 was about 7d.
351. From United States census reports.
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of the South. By 1822 the large-plantation slave system had
gained footing; in 1838-1839 it was able to show its power in
the cotton “corner;” by the end of the next decade it had not
only gained a solid economic foundation, but it had built a
closed oligarchy with a political policy. The changes in price
during the next few years drove out of competition many
survivors of the small-farming free-labor system, and put the
slave régime in position to dictate the policy of the nation. The
zenith of the system and the first inevitable signs of decay
came in the years 1850-1860, when the rising price of cotton
threw the whole economic energy of the South into its
cultivation, leading to a terrible consumption of soil and
slaves, to a great increase in the size of plantations, and to
increasing power and effrontery on the part of the slave barons.
Finally, when a rising moral crusade conjoined with threatened
economic disaster, the oligarchy, encouraged by the state of the
cotton market, risked all on a political coup-d’état, which failed
in the war of 1861-1865.352

352. Cf. United States census reports; and Olmsted, THE COTTON KINGDOM.
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In Rhode Island harbors alone, during this year alone, it has been estimated by Alexander Boyd Hawes, some 
7 negreros were being fitted out for the international slave trade. If an average cargo of slaves was 109 –as we 
have estimated on the basis of a number of known cargos– then a total of more than 750 souls would have been 
being transported during this year in Rhode Island bottoms alone.

For instance, on January 4, 1749 Captain Pollipus Hammond of the brig Success received his sailing orders.

In this year the Rhode Island, which had sailed from New-York in about the timeframe January-April, began 
its cargo-purchasing along the African coastline at Sierra Leone, stopped in at Badui or Badin (the script of 
the trading book at the New-York Historical Society is not clear), and was at Annemboo or Anemobu just 
before beginning the Middle Passage.

At this point the settlers of the colony of Georgia finally persuaded their governor to abandon the restrictions 
that that colony had imposed in 1732, on the importation of negroes for slave labor:

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: In Georgia we have an example of a
community whose philanthropic founders sought to impose upon it
a code of morals higher than the colonists wished. The settlers
of Georgia were of even worse moral fibre than their slave-
trading and whiskey-using neighbors in Carolina and Virginia;
yet Oglethorpe and the London proprietors prohibited from the
beginning both the rum and the slave traffic, refusing to
“suffer slavery (which is against the Gospel as well as the
fundamental law of England) to be authorised under our
authority.”353 The trustees sought to win the colonists over to
their belief by telling them that money could be better expended
in transporting white men than Negroes; that slaves would be a
source of weakness to the colony; and that the “Produces
designed to be raised in the Colony would not require such Labour

1749

353. Hoare, MEMOIRS OF GRANVILLE SHARP (1820), page 157. For the act of prohibition, see W.B. Stevens, HISTORY OF GEORGIA 
(1847), I. 311.
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as to make Negroes necessary for carrying them on.”354

This policy greatly displeased the colonists, who from 1735, the
date of the first law, to 1749, did not cease to clamor for the
repeal of the restrictions.355 As their English agent said, they
insisted that “In Spight of all Endeavours to disguise this
Point, it is as clear as Light itself, that Negroes are as
essentially necessary to the Cultivation of Georgia, as Axes,
Hoes, or any other Utensil of Agriculture.”356 Meantime, evasions
and infractions of the laws became frequent and notorious.
Negroes were brought across from Carolina and “hired” for
life.357 “Finally, purchases were openly made in Savannah from
African traders: some seizures were made by those who opposed
the principle, but as a majority of the magistrates were
favorable to the introduction of slaves into the province, legal
decisions were suspended from time to time, and a strong
disposition evidenced by the courts to evade the operation of
the law.”358 At last, in 1749, the colonists prevailed on the
trustees and the government, and the trade was thrown open under
careful restrictions, which limited importation, required a
registry and quarantine on all slaves brought in, and laid a
duty.359 It is probable, however, that these restrictions were
never enforced, and that the trade thus established continued
unchecked until the Revolution.

354. [B. Martyn, ACCOUNT OF THE PROGRESS OF GEORGIA (1741), pages 9-10.]
355. Cf. Stevens, HISTORY OF GEORGIA, I. 290 ff.
356. Stephens, ACCOUNT OF THE CAUSES, etc., page 8. Cf. also JOURNAL OF TRUSTEES, II. 210; cited by Stevens, HISTORY OF 
GEORGIA, I. 306.
357. McCall, HISTORY OF GEORGIA (1811), I. 206-7.
358. McCall, HISTORY OF GEORGIA (1811), I. 206-7.
359. PUB. REC. OFFICE, BOARD OF TRADE, Vol. X.; cited by C.C. Jones, HISTORY OF GEORGIA (1883), I. 422-5.
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In Rhode Island harbors alone, during this year alone, it has been estimated by Alexander Boyd Hawes, some 
6 negreros were being fitted out for the international slave trade. If an average cargo of slaves was 109 –as we 
have estimated on the basis of a number of known cargos– then a total of more than 650 souls would have been 
being transported over the dreadful Middle Passage during this year in Rhode Island bottoms alone.

On October 5th of this year, Spain paid a sum of money to England and the “Assiento” deal that had been in 
effect since 1713 was at an end. The English “Royal African Company” that had had a monopoly in this area 
of the international slave trade was forced to declare bankruptcy.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: It is stated that, in the twenty years
from 1713 to 1733, fifteen thousand slaves were annually
imported into America by the English, of whom from one-third to
one-half went to the Spanish colonies.360 To the company itself
the venture proved a financial failure; for during the years
1729-1750 Parliament assisted the Royal Company by annual grants
which amounted to £90,000,361 and by 1739 Spain was a creditor
to the extent of £68,000, and threatened to suspend the treaty.
The war interrupted the carrying out of the contract, but the
Peace of Aix-la-Chapelle extended the limit by four years.
Finally, October 5, 1750, this privilege was waived for a money
consideration paid to England; the Assiento was ended, and the
Royal Company was bankrupt.
By the Statute 23 George II., chapter 31, the old company was
dissolved and a new “Company of Merchants trading to Africa”
erected in its stead.362 Any merchant so desiring was allowed to
engage in the trade on payment of certain small duties, and such
merchants formed a company headed by nine directors. This marked

1750

360. Bandinel, ACCOUNT OF THE SLAVE TRADE, page 59. Cf. Bryan Edwards, HISTORY OF THE BRITISH COLONIES IN THE W. INDIES 
(London, 1798), Book VI.
361. From 1729 to 1788, including compensation to the old company, Parliament expended £705,255 on African companies. Cf. 
REPORT OF THE LORDS OF THE COMMITTEE OF COUNCIL, etc.
362. Various amendatory statutes were passed: e.g., 24 George II. ch. 49, 25 George II. ch. 40, 4 George III. ch. 20, 5 George III. 
ch. 44, 23 George III. ch. 65.
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the total abolition of monopoly in the slave-trade, and was the
form under which the trade was carried on until after the
American Revolution.
That the slave-trade was the very life of the colonies had, by
1700, become an almost unquestioned axiom in British practical
economics. The colonists themselves declared slaves “the
strength and sinews of this western world,”363 and the lack of
them “the grand obstruction”364 here, as the settlements “cannot
subsist without supplies of them.”365 Thus, with merchants
clamoring at home and planters abroad, it easily became the
settled policy of England to encourage the slave-trade. Then,
too, she readily argued that what was an economic necessity in
Jamaica and the Barbadoes could scarcely be disadvantageous to
Carolina, Virginia, or even New York. Consequently, the colonial
governors were generally instructed to “give all due
encouragement and invitation to merchants and others, ... and
in particular to the royal African company of England.”366 Duties
laid on the importer, and all acts in any way restricting the
trade, were frowned upon and very often disallowed. “Whereas,”
ran Governor Dobbs’s instructions, “Acts have been passed in
some of our Plantations in America for laying duties on the
importation and exportation of Negroes to the great
discouragement of the Merchants trading thither from the coast
of Africa.... It is our Will and Pleasure that you do not give
your assent to or pass any Law imposing duties upon Negroes
imported into our Province of North Carolina.”367

The exact proportions of the slave-trade to America can be but
approximately determined. From 1680 to 1688 the African Company
sent 249 ships to Africa, shipped there 60,783 Negro slaves, and
after losing 14,387 on the middle passage, delivered 46,396 in
America. The trade increased early in the eighteenth century,
104 ships clearing for Africa in 1701; it then dwindled until
the signing of the Assiento, standing at 74 clearances in 1724.
The final dissolution of the monopoly in 1750 led —excepting in
the years 1754-57, when the closing of Spanish marts sensibly
affected the trade— to an extraordinary development, 192
clearances being made in 1771. The Revolutionary War nearly
stopped the traffic; but by 1786 the clearances had risen again
to 146.
To these figures must be added the unregistered trade of
Americans and foreigners. It is probable that about 25,000
slaves were brought to America each year between 1698 and 1707.
The importation then dwindled, but rose after the Assiento to
perhaps 30,000. The proportion, too, of these slaves carried to
the continent now began to increase. Of about 20,000 whom the
English annually imported from 1733 to 1766, South Carolina

363. Renatus Enys from Surinam, in 1663: Sainsbury, CAL. STATE PAPERS, COL. SER., AMERICA AND W. INDIES, 1661-68, § 577.
364. Thomas Lynch from Jamaica, in 1665: Sainsbury, CAL. STATE PAPERS, COL. SER., AMERICA AND W. INDIES, 1661-68, § 934.
365. Lieutenant-Governor Willoughby of Barbadoes, in 1666: Sainsbury, CAL. STATE PAPERS, COL. SER., AMERICA AND W. INDIES, 
1661-68, § 1281.
366. Smith, HISTORY OF NEW JERSEY (1765), p. 254; Sainsbury, CAL. STATE PAPERS, COL. SER., AMERICA AND W. INDIES, 1669-
74, §§ 367, 398, 812.
367. N.C. COL. REC., V. 1118. For similar instructions, cf. PENN. ARCHIVES, I. 306; DOC. REL. COL. HIST. NEW YORK, VI. 34; 
Gordon, HISTORY OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION, I. letter 2; MASS. HIST. SOC. COLL., 4th Ser. X. 642.
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alone received some 3,000. Before the Revolution, the total
exportation to America is variously estimated as between 40,000
and 100,000 each year. Bancroft places the total slave
population of the continental colonies at 59,000 in 1714, 78,000
in 1727, and 293,000 in 1754. The census of 1790 showed 697,897
slaves in the United States.368

In colonies like those in the West Indies and in South Carolina
and Georgia, the rapid importation into America of a multitude
of savages gave rise to a system of slavery far different from
that which the late Civil War abolished. The strikingly harsh
and even inhuman slave codes in these colonies show this.
Crucifixion, burning, and starvation were legal modes of
punishment.369 The rough and brutal character of the time and
place was partly responsible for this, but a more decisive
reason lay in the fierce and turbulent character of the imported
Negroes. The docility to which long years of bondage and strict
discipline gave rise was absent, and insurrections and acts of
violence were of frequent occurrence.370 Again and again the
danger of planters being “cut off by their own negroes”371 is
mentioned, both in the islands and on the continent. This
condition of vague dread and unrest not only increased the
severity of laws and strengthened the police system, but was the
prime motive back of all the earlier efforts to check the further
importation of slaves.

On the other hand, in New England and New York the Negroes were
merely house servants or farm hands, and were treated neither
better nor worse than servants in general in those days. Between
these two extremes, the system of slavery varied from a mild
serfdom in Pennsylvania and New Jersey to an aristocratic caste
system in Maryland and Virginia.

368. These figures are from the above-mentioned REPORT OF THE LORDS OF THE COMMITTEE OF COUNCIL, Vol. II. Part IV. Nos. 1, 
5. See also Bancroft, HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES (1883), II. 274 ff; Bandinel, ACCOUNT OF THE SLAVE TRADE, p. 63; Benezet, 
CAUTION TO GREAT BRITAIN, etc., pp. 39-40, and HISTORICAL ACCOUNT OF GUINEA, ch. xiii.
369. Compare earlier slave codes in South Carolina, Georgia, Jamaica, etc.; also cf. Benezet, HISTORICAL ACCOUNT OF GUINEA, 
page 75; REPORT OF THE LORDS OF THE COMMITTEE OF COUNCIL, etc.
370. Sainsbury, CAL. STATE PAPERS, COL. SER., AMERICA AND W. INDIES, 1574-1660, pp. 229, 271, 295; 1661-68, §§ 61, 412, 826, 
1270, 1274, 1788; 1669-74., §§ 508, 1244; Bolzius and Von Reck, JOURNALS (in Force, TRACTS, Vol. IV. No. 5, pages 9, 18); 
PROCEEDINGS OF GOVERNOR AND ASSEMBLY OF JAMAICA IN REGARD TO THE MAROON NEGROES (London, 1796).
371. Sainsbury, CAL. STATE PAPERS, COL. SER., AMERICA AND W. INDIES, 1661-68, § 1679.
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 Massachusetts had 63 distilleries producing rum made from molasses supplied in some cases by slave traders 
who were selling it to the Puritan distillers for the capital needed to buy African natives that could be sold to 
West Indian sugar planters.

Toward the middle of the 18th Century the consumption of industrially distilled spirits, generically termed 
“gins” by the English, was soaring among “Europeans” everywhere, and the consumption of home-brew beers 
correspondingly declined. English consumption figures, cited by Wolfgang Schivelbusch in TASTES OF 
PARADISE: A SOCIAL HISTORY OF SPICES, STIMULANTS, AND INTOXICANTS, were:

That would amount to eight liters of distilled spirits per year per capita in England, and Schivelbusch points 
out for purposes of comparison that this was three times as much distilled spirits per capita as was being 
consumed in West Germany in 1974. From this historic high, the consumption of distilled spirits would decline 
substantially, at least per capita. Schivelbusch compared the impact of gin on the English public with the 
impact of whiskey on native American cultures. The development of counters in drinking establishments, 
especially that form of counter known as the “stand-up bar,” seems to have accompanied this transition from 
beer to hard liquor.

November 14, Wednesday (Old Style): According to the Maryland Gazette (Green), published in Annapolis, the 
Bristol, Rhode Island ship King David had encountered some difficulties from an unruly cargo:

By Capt. Tarr who arrived a few days ago from St. Kitts,
we have the following account that was sent him by
Hamilton Montgomery, belonging to the ship King David
of Bristol, bound from the coast of Guinea, viz. That
on the 8th day of May last, the slaves on board the said
ship rose about 5 o’clock in the morning, none of them

Gallons of gin

1684 500,000

1734 5,000,000

1750 11,000,000

TRIANGULAR TRADE

ALCOHOL
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being in irons on board.——The insurrection was
contrived and begun by 15 that had for a considerable
time been treated with the same freedom as the white
men; and a great many of the latter dying, encouraged
them to the design.——As the chief of these slaves spoke
very good English, he often convers’d with the captain
in his cabbin, where all the arms were loaded.——and
consulting with his comrades, knowing the small
strength of the white men, they at once flew into the
cabbin, and secured the arms in a few minutes, kill’d
the captain and five of the people, thereby putting it
out of the power of the remainder of the ship’s crew to
make any resistance, so that they got down the hold to
save themselves. But the head of the Negroes call’d to
them, and told them, if they would come upon deck and
surrender, he would save all their lives; which they
soon did, except the chief mate, who remain’d in the
hold for some hours after; but sending down a white boy
to acquaint him, if he did not come upon deck, they
would come down and cut him to pieces; he thereupon came
up, and they directly put him in irons, as they had all
the others before: About eight of the clock the same
evening, they threw overboard nine of the white men
alive, with their irons on: The chief mate was also
brought on the gunnel, to be serv’d in the same manner;
but one of the head Negroes interposed, and said, Who
must take care of the ship? and withal declared, that
if they destroy’d him, he would kill the first man that
attempted it; whereupon they saved his life.——Having
let the ship drive with wind and tide for 24 hours, they
at last insisted to have her carried to the Gold Coast,
or Calabar, or St. Thomas’s, an isle near the coast of
Guiney; but the head Negro being a fellow of more sense
than common, being persuaded there was no possibility
of getting there, it was agreed upon to go where no
white man liv’d; and Desiada was pitch’d upon, which
they made on the 14th of May; and at 6 in the evening
the Negroes obliged the chief mate to hoist out the
boat, and they then put two white men and four Negroes
on board to go for the isle; and if there were any Whites
liv’d there, they were to return and kill the remainder
of the crew.——But as the relator writes, he afterwards
heard that they did not reach the island, and that he
heard nothing of them ’til he got the ship to an anchor
at Grand tier point, in Teage, a French island, on the
10th.——Where the French, upon giving some small
assistance, not so much as venturing their lives, or
anything like it, charged the expences to 3000 l.
currency.——What further was done with the ship, or the
Negroes, he does not write.
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In Rhode Island harbors alone, during this year alone, it has been estimated by Alexander Boyd Hawes, some 
8 vessels were being fitted out for the international slave trade. If an average cargo of slaves was 109 –as we 
have estimated on the basis of a number of known cargos– then a total of more than 870 souls would have been 
being transported over the dreadful Middle Passage during this year in Rhode Island bottoms alone.

June 14, Monday: The colony of South Carolina sought ways to encourage its upper classes to make use of white 
servants rather than colored ones.

“An Act for the better strengthening of this Province, by
granting to His Majesty certain Taxes and Impositions on the
purchasers of Negroes and other slaves imported, and for
appropriating the same to the uses therein mentioned, and for
granting to His Majesty a duty on Liquors and other Goods and
Merchandize, for the uses therein mentioned, and for exempting
the purchasers of Negroes and other slaves imported from payment
of the Tax, and the Liquors and other Goods and Merchandize from
the duties imposed by any former Act or Acts of the General
Assembly of this Province.”
“Whereas, the best way to prevent the mischiefs that may be
attended by the great importation of negroes into this Province,
will be to establish a method by which such importation should
be made a necessary means of introducing a proportionable number
of white inhabitants into the same; therefore for the effectual
raising and appropriating a fund sufficient for the better
settling of this Province with white inhabitants, we, his
Majesty’s most dutiful and loyal subjects, the House of Assembly
now met in General Assembly, do cheerfully give and grant unto
the King’s most excellent Majesty, his heirs and successors, the
several taxes and impositions hereinafter mentioned, for the
uses and to be raised, appropriated, paid and applied as is
hereinafter directed and appointed, and not otherwise, and do

1751
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humbly pray his most sacred Majesty that it may be enacted,

§ 1. “And be it enacted, by his Excellency James Glen, Esquire,
Governor in chief and Captain General in and over the Province
of South Carolina, by and with the advice and consent of his
Majesty’s honorable Council, and the House of Assembly of the
said Province, and by the authority of the same, That from and
immediately after the passing of this Act, there shall be
imposed on and paid by all and every the inhabitants of this
Province, and other person and persons whosoever, first
purchasing any negro or other slave, hereafter to be imported,
a certain tax or sum of ten pounds current money for every such
negro and other slave of the height of four feet two inches and
upwards; and for every one under that height, and above three
feet two inches, the sum of five pounds like money; and for all
under three feet two inches, (sucking children excepted) two
pounds and ten shillings like money, which every such inhabitant
of this Province, and other person and persons whosoever shall
so purchase or buy as aforesaid, which said sums of ten pounds
and five pounds and two pounds and ten shillings respectively,
shall be paid by such purchaser for every such slave, at the
time of his, her or their purchasing of the same, to the public
treasurer of this Province for the time being, for the uses
hereinafter mentioned, set down and appointed, under pain of
forfeiting all and every such negroes and slaves, for which the
said taxes or impositions shall not be paid, pursuant to the
directions of this Act, to be sued for, recovered and applied
in the manner hereinafter directed.”

§ 6. “And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the said
tax hereby imposed on negroes and other slaves, paid or to be
paid by or on the behalf of the purchasers as aforesaid, by
virtue of this Act, shall be applied and appropriated as
followeth, and to no other use, or in any other manner whatever,
(that is to say) that three-fifth parts (the whole into five
equal parts to be divided) of the net sum arising by the said
tax, for and during the term of five years from the time of
passing this Act, be applied and the same is hereby applied for
payment of the sum of six pounds proclamation money to every
poor foreign protestant whatever from Europe, or other poor
protestant (his Majesty’s subject) who shall produce a
certificate under the seal of any corporation, or a certificate
under the hands of the minister and church-wardens of any
parish, or the minister and elders of any church, meeting or
congregation in Great Britain or Ireland, of the good character
of such poor protestant, above the age of twelve and under the
age of fifty years, and for payment of the sum of three pounds
like money, to every such poor protestant under the age of twelve
and above the age of two years; who shall come into this Province
within the first three years of the said term of five years, and
settle on any part of the southern frontier lying between Pon
Pon and Savannah rivers, or in the central parts of this
Province,” etc. For the last two years the bounty is £4 and £2.

§ 7. After the expiration of this term of five years, the sum
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is appropriated to the protestants settling anywhere in the
State, and the bounty is £2 13s. 4d., and £1 6s. 8d.

§ 8. One other fifth of the tax is appropriated to survey lands,
and the remaining fifth as a bounty for ship-building, and for
encouraging the settlement of ship-builders.

§ 14. Rebate of three-fourths of the tax allowed in case of re-
exportation of the slaves in six months.

§ 16. “And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That every
person or persons who after the passing this Act shall purchase
any slave or slaves which shall be brought or imported into this
Province, either by land or water, from any of his Majesty’s
plantations or colonies in America, that have been in any such
colony or plantation for the space of six months; and if such
slave or slaves have not been so long in such colony or
plantation, the importer shall be obliged to make oath or
produce a proper certificate thereof, or otherwise every such
importer shall pay a further tax or imposition of fifty pounds,
over and besides the tax hereby imposed for every such slave
which he or they shall purchase as aforesaid.” Actual settlers
bringing slaves are excepted.

§ 41. This act to continue in force ten years from its passage,
and thence to the end of the next session of the General
Assembly, and no longer. Cooper, STATUTES, III. 739.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: South Carolina had the largest and most
widely developed slave-trade of any of the continental colonies.
This was owing to the character of her settlers, her nearness
to the West Indian slave marts, and the early development of
certain staple crops, such as rice, which were adapted to slave
labor.372 Moreover, this colony suffered much less interference
from the home government than many other colonies; thus it is
possible here to trace the untrammeled development of slave-
trade restrictions in a typical planting community.
As early as 1698 the slave-trade to South Carolina had reached
such proportions that it was thought that “the great number of
negroes which of late have been imported into this Collony may
endanger the safety thereof.” The immigration of white servants
was therefore encouraged by a special law.373 Increase of
immigration reduced this disproportion, but Negroes continued
to be imported in such numbers as to afford considerable revenue
from a moderate duty on them. About the time when the Assiento
was signed, the slave-trade so increased that, scarcely a year
after the consummation of that momentous agreement, two heavy
duty acts were passed, because “the number of Negroes do
extremely increase in this Province, and through the afflicting
providence of God, the white persons do not proportionately
multiply, by reason whereof, the safety of the said Province is
greatly endangered.”374 The trade, however, by reason of the

372. Cf. Hewatt, HISTORICAL ACCOUNT OF S. CAROLINA AND GEORGIA (1779), I. 120 ff.; reprinted in S.C. HIST. COLL. (1836), I. 
108 ff.
373. Cooper, STATUTES AT LARGE OF S. CAROLINA, II. 153.

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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encouragement abroad and of increased business activity in
exporting naval stores at home, suffered scarcely any check,
although repeated acts, reciting the danger incident to a “great
importation of Negroes,” were passed, laying high duties.375

Finally, in 1717, an additional duty of £40,376 although due in
depreciated currency, succeeded so nearly in stopping the trade
that, two years later, all existing duties were repealed and one
of £10 substituted.377 This continued during the time of
resistance to the proprietary government, but by 1734 the
importation had again reached large proportions. “We must
therefore beg leave,” the colonists write in that year, “to
inform your Majesty, that, amidst our other perilous
circumstances, we are subject to many intestine dangers from the
great number of negroes that are now among us, who amount at
least to twenty-two thousand persons, and are three to one of
all your Majesty’s white subjects in this province.
Insurrections against us have been often attempted.”378 In 1740
an insurrection under a slave, Cato, at Stono, caused such
widespread alarm that a prohibitory duty of £100 was immediately
laid.379 Importation was again checked; but in 1751 the colony
sought to devise a plan whereby the slightly restricted
immigration of Negroes should provide a fund to encourage the
importation of white servants, “to prevent the mischiefs that
may be attended by the great importation of negroes into this
Province.”380 Many white servants were thus encouraged to settle
in the colony; but so much larger was the influx of black slaves
that the colony, in 1760, totally prohibited the slave-trade.
This act was promptly disallowed by the Privy Council and the
governor reprimanded;381 but the colony declared that “an
importation of negroes, equal in number to what have been
imported of late years, may prove of the most dangerous
consequence in many respects to this Province, and the best way
to obviate such danger will be by imposing such an additional
duty upon them as may totally prevent the evils.”382 A
prohibitive duty of £100 was accordingly imposed in 1764.383 This
duty probably continued until the Revolution.

374. The text of the first act is not extant: cf. Cooper, STATUTES, III. 56. For the second, see Cooper, VII. 365, 367.
375. Cf. Grimké, PUBLIC LAWS OF S. CAROLINA, page xvi, No. 362; Cooper, STATUTES, II. 649. Cf. also GOVERNOR JOHNSON TO 
THE BOARD OF TRADE, Jan. 12, 1719-20; reprinted in Rivers, EARLY HISTORY OF S. CAROLINA (1874), App., xii.
376. Cooper, STATUTES, VII. 368.
377. Cooper, STATUTES, III. 56.
378. From a memorial signed by the governor, President of the Council, and Speaker of the House, dated April 9, 1734, printed in 
Hewatt, HISTORICAL ACCOUNT OF S. CAROLINA AND GEORGIA (1779), II. 39; reprinted in S.C. Hist. Coll. (1836), I. 305-6. Cf. N.C. 
COL. REC., II. 421.
379. Cooper, STATUTES, III. 556; Grimké, PUBLIC LAWS, page xxxi, No. 694. Cf. Ramsay, HISTORY OF S. CAROLINA, I. 110.
380. Cooper, STATUTES, III. 739.
381. The text of this law has not been found. Cf. Burge, COMMENTARIES ON COLONIAL AND FOREIGN LAWS, I. 737, note; Stevens, 
HISTORY OF GEORGIA, I. 286. See instructions of the governor of New Hampshire, June 30, 1761, in Gordon, HISTORY OF THE 
AMERICAN REVOLUTION, I. letter 2.
382. Cooper, STATUTES, IV. 187.
383. This duty avoided the letter of the English instructions by making the duty payable by the first purchasers, and not by the 
importers. Cf. Cooper, STATUTES, IV. 187.
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May: The negrero Abigail was fitted out by Captain Freedman, carrying the appropriate numbers of pistols and 
swords, the appropriate number of kegs of gunpowder, and (with the greatest difficulty, the demand for this 
commodity being so great among the numerous negrero vessels) 9,000 gallons of rum, along with other trade 
commodities. A large supply of hand and foot irons went along for the ride, in order properly to confine the 
vessel’s human cargo of 56 black slaves during its return passage. The crew consisted of two leading seamen 
and six ordinary sailors. This voyage to West Africa would consume 3 1/2 months.

It would bring Aaron Lopez, Moses Levy, and Jacob Franks, the vessel’s owners, a net profit of $6,621 (which 

1752
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was a significant amount of pocket change, since their penny was worth, roughly, one of today’s greenbacks).

Here are some of the other negreros of which we have record:

• The La Fortuna transported approximately 217 slaves on each trip. The owner cleared not less than 
$41,438 from such a trip.

• The Crown owned by Isaac Levy and Nathan Simpson
• The Nassau owned by Moses Levy
• The Four Sisters owned by Moses Levy
• The Anne & Eliza owned by Justus Bosch and John Abrams
• The Prudent Betty owned by Henry Cruger and Jacob Phoenix
• The Hester owned by Mordecai Gomez and David Gomez
• The Elizabeth owned by Mordecai Gomez and David Gomez
• The Antigua owned by Nathan Marston and Abram Lyell
• The Betsy owned by William DeWoolf
• The Polly owned by James DeWoolf
• The White Horse owned by Jan de Sweevts
• The Expedition owned by John Rosevelt and Jacob Rosevelt
• The Charlotte owned by Moses Levy, Samuel Levy, and Jacob Franks
• The Caracoa owned by Moses Levy and Samuel Levy
• Coastal slave-runners: the La Fortuna, the Hannah, the Sally, and the Venue
• The Sanderson, trading to Africa and the West Indies (AMERICAN HISTORICAL RECORD, I. 315-9, 

338-42)

NEWPORT
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(In Rhode Island harbors alone, during this year alone, it has been estimated by Alexander Boyd Hawes, some 
14 vessels were being fitted out for the international slave trade. If an average cargo of slaves was 109 –as we 
have estimated on the basis of a number of known cargos– then a total of more than 1,500 souls would have 
been being transported over the dreadful Middle Passage during this year in Rhode Island bottoms alone.)384

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: Vessels from Massachusetts,385 Rhode
Island,386 Connecticut,387 and, to a less extent, from New
Hampshire,388 were early and largely engaged in the carrying
slave-trade. “We know,” said Thomas Pemberton in 1795, “that a
large trade to Guinea was carried on for many years by the
citizens of Massachusetts Colony, who were the proprietors of

384. Clearly, there’s a terminology problem here. In an effort to resolve this terminology issue, at the Republican National 
Convention in New-York during August 2004 –at which the Republican Party would for four days make an effort to strip from its 
face its mask of hostility to the plight of the downtrodden and reveal its true countenance of benevolent conservatism and concern– 
these people would be sensitively referred to by a Hoosier Republican running for the US Senate as “involuntary immigrants.”

So, perhaps, this is a good point at which to insert a story about involuntary immigrants that has been passed on to us by Ram 
Varmha, a retired IBM engineer whose father had briefly served as Maharaja after the independence of Cochin. He relates the story 
as narrated to him by his paternal grandmother who lived in Thripoonithura, Cochin: “When my grandmother (born 1882) was a 
young girl she would go with the elder ladies of the family to the Pazhayannur Devi Temple in Fort Cochin, next to the Cochin 
Lantha Palace built by the Dutch (Landers = Lantha), which was an early establishment of the Cochin royal family before the 
administration moved to Thripoonithura. My grandmother often told us that in the basement of the Lantha Palace, in a confined 
area, a family of Africans had been kept locked up, as in a zoo! By my Grandmother’s time all the Africans had died. But, some of 
the elder ladies had narrated the story to her of ‘Kappiries’ (Africans) kept in captivity there. It seems visitors would give them fruits 
and bananas. They were well cared for but always kept in confinement. My grandmother did not know all the details but according 
to her, ‘many’ years earlier, a ship having broken its mast drifted into the old Cochin harbor. When the locals climbed aboard, they 
found a crewless ship, but in the hold there were some chained ‘Kappiries’ still alive; others having perished. The locals did not 
know what to do with them. Not understanding their language and finding the Africans in chains, the locals thought that these were 
dangerous to set free. So they herded the poor Africans into the basement of the Cochin Fort, and held them in captivity, for many, 
many years! I have no idea when the initial incident happened, but I presume it took place in the late 1700s or early 1800s. This 
points to the possibility that it was, in fact, a slave ship carrying human cargo from East Africa to either the USA or the West Indies. 
An amazing and rather bizarre story. Incidentally, this is not an ‘old woman's tale’! Its quite reliable. My grandmother would identify 
some of the older ladies who had actually seen the surviving Kappiries.”
385. Cf. Weeden, ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL HISTORY OF NEW ENGLAND, II. 449-72; G.H. Moore, SLAVERY IN MASSACHUSETTS; 
Charles Deane, CONNECTION OF MASSACHUSETTS WITH SLAVERY.
386. Cf. AMERICAN HISTORICAL RECORD, I. 311, 338.
387. Cf. W.C. Fowler, LOCAL LAW IN MASSACHUSETTS AND CONNECTICUT, etc., pages 122-6.
388. Cf. W.C. Fowler, LOCAL LAW IN MASSACHUSETTS AND CONNECTICUT, etc., page 124.
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the vessels and their cargoes, out and home. Some of the slaves
purchased in Guinea, and I suppose the greatest part of them,
were sold in the West Indies.”389 Dr. John Eliot asserted that
“it made a considerable branch of our commerce.... It declined
very little till the Revolution.”390 Yet the trade of this colony
was said not to equal that of Rhode Island. Newport was the mart
for slaves offered for sale in the North, and a point of
reshipment for all slaves. It was principally this trade that
raised Newport to her commercial importance in the eighteenth
century.391 Connecticut, too, was an important slave-trader,
sending large numbers of horses and other commodities to the
West Indies in exchange for slaves, and selling the slaves in
other colonies.
This trade formed a perfect circle. Owners of slavers carried
slaves to South Carolina, and brought home naval stores for
their ship-building; or to the West Indies, and brought home
molasses; or to other colonies, and brought home hogsheads. The
molasses was made into the highly prized New England rum, and
shipped in these hogsheads to Africa for more slaves.392 Thus,
the rum-distilling industry indicates to some extent the
activity of New England in the slave-trade. In May, 1752, one
Captain Freeman found so many slavers fitting out that, in spite
of the large importations of molasses, he could get no rum for
his vessel.393 In Newport alone twenty-two stills were at one
time running continuously;394 and Massachusetts annually
distilled 15,000 hogsheads of molasses into this “chief
manufacture.”395

Turning now to restrictive measures, we must first note the
measures of the slave-consuming colonies which tended to limit
the trade. These measures, however, came comparatively late,
were enforced with varying degrees of efficiency, and did not
seriously affect the slave-trade before the Revolution. The
moral sentiment of New England put some check upon the trade.
Although in earlier times the most respectable people took
ventures in slave-trading voyages, yet there gradually arose a
moral sentiment which tended to make the business somewhat
disreputable.396 In the line, however, of definite legal
enactments to stop New England citizens from carrying slaves

389. Deane, LETTERS AND DOCUMENTS RELATING TO SLAVERY IN MASSACHUSETTS, in MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
COLL., 5th Ser., III. 392.
390. Deane, LETTERS AND DOCUMENTS RELATING TO SLAVERY IN MASSACHUSETTS, in MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
COLL., 5th Ser., III. 382.
391. Weeden, ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL HISTORY OF NEW ENGLAND, II. 454.
392. A typical voyage is that of the brigantine “Sanderson” of Newport. She was fitted out in March, 1752, and carried, beside the 
captain, two mates and six men, and a cargo of 8,220 gallons of rum, together with “African” iron, flour, pots, tar, sugar, and 
provisions, shackles, shirts, and water. Proceeding to Africa, the captain after some difficulty sold his cargo for slaves, and in April, 
1753, he is expected in Barbadoes, as the consignees write. They also state that slaves are selling at £33 to £56 per head in lots. After 
a stormy and dangerous voyage, Captain Lindsay arrived, June 17, 1753, with fifty-six slaves, “all in helth & fatt.” He also had 40 
oz. of gold dust, and 8 or 9 cwt. of pepper. The net proceeds of the sale of all this was £1,324 3d. The captain then took on board 
55 hhd. of molasses and 3 hhd. 27 bbl. of sugar, amounting to £911 77s. 2½d., received bills on Liverpool for the balance, and 
returned in safety to Rhode Island. He had done so well that he was immediately given a new ship and sent to Africa again. 
AMERICAN HISTORICAL RECORD, I. 315-9, 338-42.
393. AMERICAN HISTORICAL RECORD, I. 316.
394. AMERICAN HISTORICAL RECORD, I. 317.
395. AMERICAN HISTORICAL RECORD, I. 344; cf. Weeden, ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL HISTORY OF NEW ENGLAND, II. 459.
396. Cf. NEW ENGLAND REGISTER, XXXI. 75-6, letter of John Saffin et al. to Welstead. Cf. also Sewall, PROTEST, etc.
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from Africa to any place in the world, there were, before the
Revolution, none. Indeed, not until the years 1787-1788 was
slave-trading in itself an indictable offence in any New England
State.
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In approximately this year Phillis Wheatley was born in Africa. We have no idea what her name was. The slave 
name “Phillis,” of course, would be assigned to her in honor of the negrero vessel that carried her away on the 
Middle Passage.

In Rhode Island harbors during this year, it has been estimated by Alexander Boyd Hawes, some 9 vessels were 
being fitted out for the international slave trade. If an average cargo of slaves was 109 –as we have estimated 
on the basis of a number of known cargos– then a total of 981 souls were transported during this year in Rhode 
Island bottoms alone. As of a recorded date of February 29 [sic], 1753, for instance, insurance for the 
Cumberbus was recorded in the insurance book of Obadiah Brown. Also, during this year, the sloop Sherbro 
sailed under Captain William Brown. In February, Captains Butler and Gardner were reported as at Anamaboe.

1753

TRIANGULAR TRADE
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In Rhode Island harbors during this year, it has been estimated by Alexander Boyd Hawes, some 16 vessels 
were being fitted out for the international slave trade. If an average cargo of slaves was 109 –as we have 
estimated on the basis of a number of known cargos– then a total of 1,744 souls were transported during this 
year in Rhode Island bottoms alone. For instance, on June 19, 1754, the sailing orders were issued for the 
schooner Sierra Leone under Captain David Lindsay, and on January 8, 1755, an unidentified ship would leave 
the coast of Africa under Captain Buffam.

The Jews of Newport appealed for financial assistance to the London Sephardim, in the construction of a 
synagogue in which they might worship, but the Treasurer (gabay) of that group, Moses de Jacob Franco, was 
able to respond at first only by sending them his blessings. (Five years later, Jacob Rodrigues Rivera and two 
Ashkenazim, Moses Levy and Isaac Hart, would purchase a small parcel of land for £1500 Rhode Island 
currency, and the Jews of New-York would be able to contribute £150, and there would be some money 
arriving from the Sephardic communities of Jamaica, Curaçao, Surinam, and London, so, finally, in 1763, the 
synagogue of K.K. Yeshuat Israel, the Holy Congregation of the Salvation of Israel, would be dedicated.)

February: The colonial legislature of Virginia provided for an additional duty of 5% across the board, including on new 
slaves from outside the colony, for three years, “for the encouragement and protection of the settlers upon the 
waters of the Mississippi.”

Continued in 1755 and 1763; revived in 1772, and continued until
1778. Hening, STATUTES, VI. 417, 468; VII. 639; VIII. 530.

July 25, Thursday: Maryland added another ten shillings per head to its import duties for slaves.

“An Act for his Majesty’s Service.” Bacon, LAWS, 1754, Chapter
IX.

1754

JUDAISM

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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In Rhode Island harbors during this year, it has been estimated by Alexander Boyd Hawes, some 9 vessels were 
being fitted out for the international slave trade. If an average cargo of slaves was 109 –as we have estimated 
on the basis of a number of known cargos– then a total of 981 souls were transported during this year in Rhode 
Island bottoms alone. For instance, we know that during this year the Rhode Island ship Africa was 
transporting a cargo of 120, the schooner Hawke a cargo of 46, the ship Othello 200,397 the square-rigged 
brigantine Sally 80, the schooner Sierra Leone 57 (Captain David Lindsay received her sailing orders on 
August 15, 1755), and the sloop Young Bachelor 120.

1755

397. Othello, what a strange name for a negrero vessel during an era in which, in presentations of Shakespeare’s play, the title role 
was of necessity being performed by an American white man wearing dark body makeup! –Obviously, some Shakespeare nut in 
Rhode Island had a considerable sense of humor! –What’s next, the brigantine Gen. Nat Turner?
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After the passage of the Transportation Act in 1718, some 50,000 convicts had been sentenced to involuntary 
transportation to the American colonies. The bulk of these convicts had been transported to Maryland and 
Virginia and sold there as servants. By this year, in four of Maryland’s most populous counties, one out of 
every ten adult white males was such a convict, occupying a position below indentured servants but above 
black slaves. Although colonists agonized about the presence of such persons in their midst, they were neither 
working to cease “transportation” nor returning such transportees to England unpurchased.

Nowadays, we seldom think of ourselves as in the same category as Australia, in the sense of having 
a beginning as a mere penal colony for Britain, the sort of thing Siberia was for Russia. However, that tradition 
is definitely what Samuel Johnson was referring to when –in his utter contempt for the American slavemasters’ 
“demand for liberty”– he penned the following derogation:

“I am willing to love all mankind, except an American.
 They are a race of convicts, and ought to be thankful
 for anything we allow them short of hanging.”
    — Samuel Johnson
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NO-ONE’S LIFE IS EVER NOT DRIVEN PRIMARILY BY HAPPENSTANCE
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In this year a census was taken in Rhode Island. The document bears the title “Whites & Blacks & Arms & 
Ammunition, 1756.”

In Rhode Island harbors during this year, it has been estimated by Alexander Boyd Hawes, some 11 vessels 
were being fitted out for the international slave trade. If an average cargo of slaves was 109 –as we have 
estimated on the basis of a number of known cargos– then a total of more than 1,150 souls were transported 
during this year in Rhode Island bottoms alone. For instance, on April 4, 1756, the Hawke of Captain Owen 
Morris was captured. On June 19, 1756, the Marigold of Captain William Taylor was captured. On June 29, 
1756, Captain Caleb Godfrey’s sloop Hare began selling a cargo of slaves in Charleston SC. During this year 
the Rhode Island brigantine Wydah carried a slave cargo of 80 souls and the sloop Young Bachelor a cargo of 
140 souls. According to a preserved letter from William Pinnegar to Vernon, other Rhode Island slaver 
captains with him at Anamaboe were John James, Hammond, Clarke, and Rodman.

March 22, Sunday: The colony of Maryland increased its import duties by 20 shillings across the board, including its 
per capita charge on the importing of the sort of import with which we are here concerned, new human slaves.

“An Act for granting a Supply of Forty Thousand Pounds, for his
Majesty’s Service,” etc. For five years. Bacon, LAWS, 1756, ch.
v.

1756

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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June 29, Tuesday: “Just imported in the Hare, Capt. Caleb Godfrey, directly from Sierra-Leon, a Cargo of Likely and 
Healthy SLAVES, To be fold upon eafy Terms on Taefday the 29th Inftant June, by AUSTIN & [Henry] 
LAURENS.” Which is to say (among other things that might be said) that Priscilla was for sale:

Priscilla was a 10-year-old who had been brought on the negrero Hare as part of its international slave trade 
to Charleston, South Carolina. She had been purchased by Captain Caleb Godfrey in the vicinity of the mouth 
of the Sierra-Leone River on the coast of Africa near Freetown, or perhaps as far north as the Rio Pongo region 
in what is now the Republic of Guinea, sometime earlier this year (the ship had put to sea on April 9th with a 
cargo of 84 slaves and had cast anchor on June 17th at the notorious “Sullivans Island” depot with 68 slaves 
remaining alive, and remaining healthy enough to be put on the auction block).

The negrero Hare was the property of Samuel and William Vernon of Newport. Negroes from the Sierra-
Leone, a region in which rice was cultivated, were particularly desired in South Carolina because rice was one 
of its prime plantation cash crops. Such Rhode Island vessels which conveyed new slaves to Charleston 
commonly conveyed their proceeds back to Rhode Island in the form of bulk rice.

(Priscilla and another young miss, and three lads, would be purchased by Elias Ball for his Comingtee 
plantation near Charleston. It would be he who would assign to her the name “Priscilla.” As a plantation slave 
she would marry with a “Jeffrey” and, before dying in 1811 at an age of approximately 65, would create for 
their owner a new generation of ten enslaved children.)
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In Rhode Island harbors during this year, it has been estimated by Alexander Boyd Hawes, some 8 vessels were 
being fitted out for the international slave trade. If an average cargo of slaves was 109 –as we have estimated 
on the basis of a number of known cargos– then a total of 872 souls were transported during this year in Rhode 
Island bottoms alone. Examples from this year include the Rhode Island sloop Dolphin,398 carrying a cargo of 
80 slaves, the sloop Gambia, carrying a cargo of 140, the schooner Sierra-Leone, carrying 70, the snow Two 
Brothers, carrying 150, and a brig of unknown name, carrying 70.

A Quaker clerk turned over the blank volume in which the Friends Monthly Meeting of South Kingstown had 
been keeping since 1740 a record of its white births, white deaths, white marriages, and white removals, and 
upside down and backward in the back, began something very different from all that white stuff. What was 
begun upside down and backward at the end of the volume was — a record of the manumissions of the black 
slaves of these white Rhode Island Quakers. We learn that the 1st local Quaker to manumit a slave was Friend 

1757

398. Thomas Robinson was part owner of the negrero Dolphin. He was a Quaker in good standing, of Newport.
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Richard Smith of Groton, Connecticut, who in this year manumitted an 18-year-old named Jane.

Friend Richard explained that the “Negrow Girl” in question had been become the property of his wife, Friend 
Abigail Gardner Smith, by the will of her father Stephen Gardner, “in Order to be a Slave all her Days 
According to the common Cuſtom of Slavery.” The document is so totally eloquent in its lengthy expression 
of antislavery sentiments that I will copy it all here:

I Richard Smith of Groton399 in the County of New
London and Colony of Connecticut upon Conſideration and
Knowing it Required of me I have written this in Order to Shew
the reaſon and make it manifest to mankind why that I
Diſcharge & Sett free my Negrow Girl named Jane at Eighteen
Years of Age Daughter of Sarah which is now in Slavery
with her Other Children among the Heirs of Stephen Gardnor
of Norwich Deceaſed this Girl Jane was Given to my Wife
Abigail400 by her Father Stephen Gardnor by will in order
to be a Slave all her Days According to the common
Cuſtom of Slavery. But the falling into my hand
by my Wife and the Lord by his free Goodneſs having
Given me a clear Sight of the Cruelty of makeing a Slave
of one that was by Nature as free as my Own Children
and no ways by any Evil She had Committed brought
her Self into Bondage and Slavery and therefore can no
ways be Gilty of Slavery, and to argue because her
Mother was made a Slave being by force and Violence
brought Out of her Own Land against her mind and
Will and Deprived of What She had there & made a Slave
of her Should be a Sufficient Reaſon that her posterity
Should be oprest in bondage with Slavery. I see no Justice for
it nor mercy in so Doing but Vi

^
olent Oppreſsing  the

399. Friend Richard Smith of Groton deceased 28 of 8 mo 1800 “in the 96th year of his age.”
400. Friend Abigail Smith of Groton deceased 15 of 6 mo 1799.
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Inocent without Cause For this thing of Servants it hath
pleased God to Sett before me in a Clear manner the case
of Servants and Especially the Unreasonableneſs of theſe
matters and miſtreſses who profeſs to be the followers of
Christ how they will buy & Sell and be pertakers in
making marchandize in Great Babylon of the Slaves that
in the bodys of men and womon and of theſe Strangers as
Indians & Negrows that are taken Out of their Own Country

[page]
Country or taken in War one among a nother and Sent
out which when brought here [word marked out] in Sed of being 
Released
are Sold into Slavery all there Days and their Poſterity
after them they being never so Innoſent in Ronging of 
any and theſe maſters and miſtreſses that buy them
or other ways by their parents have them, all this while
profeſs them selves to be the followers of Christ or
Chriſtians and yet how they will plead the Reaſonableſs
of Keeping them in Slavery and their poſterity after them
But when they have pleaded all they can and used the
beſt arguments they have, it is Only to have there work
done with eaſe & they to be great and to be Lord over
there fellow Creatures, Because they have power & authority
to oppreſs the helpleſs by a Cuſtomary Law of the Nations
to keep them in Bondage under Slavery, Quite Renounſing
and Rejecting and Hating to obey the Law & command
of there great Lord and Maſter Christ as they call him
who charge them saying Therefore all things whatſoever
Ye would that man ſhould do to You do ye even so 
to them for this iſ the Law and the prophets said
Our Great Lord Matt. 7 & 12. Now if it ſhould be aſked
of any of theſe maſters or miſtreſses if they in like
Mannor with these Children ſhould be carried away
unto any Strange People in the world and be ſold into
Slavery whether they would be willing to serve a strange
nation in Slavery & their Children after them and be
Deprived of what they Injoyed in there own Country
(for this is the Case) I ſuppoſe there anſwer would
be no nor any of our Children upon any acct.: no
not if it were in a Christian Land as they call this
well then how can any of them plead the Reaſonables
of Keeping of any of them in Slavery with there
Poſterity and would set

^
them free in a Rea ſonable Time

as they themſelves with their Children would be 
willing to be done by according to Chriſts words
above mentioned for by Nature all nations are
free one from the other and the apoſtle Saith
God is no Reſpecter of perſons, the apoſtle Likewiſe
Saith that God hath made of one Blood all Nations
of  men  to  Dwell  on  all  the  face  of  the  Earth  Acts 17 & 26                                                                            

 So

[new page]
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So that by Nature & blood wee are no better in Gods Sight
than they and it is plain that Chriſt taught a Doctrine
that was to Releive Oppreſsed and to Unbind heavy Burdens
and let the Innoſent priſoner go free, and hath commanded
us to love our Enemys, and to entertain Stranger, & not
to oppreſs them in Bondage with Slavery and said, he
came not to Deſtroy mens Lives but to save them Luke
9 & 56 So that the way that brings them into Slavery is
forbidden by Chriſt for by war violence & stealth and
tradeing in them is the way by which they are first
Ordered to go into Slavery, and they that buy them or other
ways have them and keep them in Slavery as they do there
Beaſts, for to do there Labour & not to Releive them and
set them free, are partakers of the same evil, Therefore I
Leave this as a faithfull Teſtimony in the fear of the
living God against all such wicked proceedings, and
upon true Conſideration of what is above written I hereby
Declare that now at this Time that my Negrow Girl
Jane hath arrived to Eighteen Years of Age that ſhe
Shall now go out Free from Bondage and Slavery as
free as if she had been free born and that my Heirs
Executors or Administrators ſhall have no power over
her to make a Slave of Her or her poſterity no more
than if she had been [word lined out] free born, for I freely
give her her freedom now at the arrival of the
aforesd. age which is now fullfilled in this preſent
Year 1757 as witneſs my hand
                                                            Richard Smith
Some time after I had written this Discharge I had it
in Conſideration which way was proper to make it
manifest & secure and it appeared to me very proper to
lay it before Friends at the preparative meeting, as
buiſineſs to the Monthly Meeting, to see if the Monthly
Meeting would think proper that it might be put on
Record or would forward Untill I might Know
what might be done by Friends on this acct. for this
thing hath had weight on my mind ever since this 
                                                                             Girl
[new page]
Girl was put into my hands to prove me in this part
of Self Denial whether I would be faithfull or not [flourish]
Now my Friends to tell you plainly some Years before
this my Intent was to have bought some negrow Slaves
for to have done my work to have saved hireing of help
But when I was about buying them I was forbidden
by the same power that now cauſes me to set this
Girl at Liberty for the matter was set before me
in a Clear manner more Clear than what mortal
man Could have done, and Therefore I believe it is
not write for me to Think or hide in a thing of so
great Concernment as to give my Conſent to do to others
Contrary to what we our selves would be willing to be
done unto our selves if we were in Slavery as many of
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them are at this day & under such maſters and
miſtreſses too as would be willing to be called Chriſts
true followers and make a large profeſsion of some
of his Truths but if we truly Conſider God will have
no part kept back for he call for Juſtice and mercy
and his Soul Loathes the Oppressing of the Inocent
and poor & helpleſs and such as have none to help
and will aſsuredly avenge their cauſe in Righeouſneſs
These things I have found on my mind to lay before 
Friends as a matter worth due [word lined out] Conſideration
and so lay it before this meeting as Buiſineſs [flourish]
                                                 Richard Smith [flourish]

We note that the 1st draft of the Declaration of Independence, in taking the King of England to task for having 
insisted on the continuation of the international slave trade (“He has waged cruel war against human nature 
itself, violating its most sacred rights of life and liberty in the persons of a distant people who never offended 
him, capturing and carrying them into slavery in another hemisphere, or to incur a miserable death in their 
transportation thither. This piratical warfare, the opprobrium of infidel powers, is the warfare of the Christian 
King of Great Britain. Determined to keep open a market where men should be bought and sold, he has 
prostituted his negative for suppressing every legislative attempt to prohibit or to restrain this execrable 
commerce.”401), may be better understood by referring back to the debate in this year over banning the 
importation of slaves into Virginia. In this year, the question of a ban on the further importation of new slaves 
did come before the House of Burgesses, and it was not a debate over benevolence or over human rights. The 
primary sponsors of such a ban were the large planters of the Northern Neck region of Virginia, including the 
family of Richard Henry Lee, while the main opposition to it came primarily from smaller planters closer to 
the frontier, many of them affiliated with the John Robinson faction. Not long after this debate began, the 
legislators abandoned the possibility of a total ban and the discussion turned toward imposing a 10% tariff or 
head tax on newly imported Africans as a means of raising revenue to defray Virginia’s expenses for the Seven 
Years’ War. We do have some evidence that this situation in Virginia was then discussed with the British 
government, for after Francis Fauquier would become governor of Virginia, the topic would come up in his 
correspondence with the Board of Trade. Fauquier would on June 2, 1760 mention that this proposal had been 
made by some “old settlers who have  bred large quantities of slaves and who would make a monopoly of them 
by a duty which they hoped would amount to a prohibition.” In council on December 10, 1770, King George 
III of England would direct them not to thus interfere with the importation of new slaves from Africa — but 
this was not cruelty offsetting a colonial benevolence, for in this debate, the first consideration had been the 
business of making money, the second consideration had been the business of making money, and the third 
consideration had been the business of making money.

April: The colonial legislature of Virginia enacted an additional 10% import tax across the board, “for granting an 
aid to his majesty for the better protection of this colony, and for other purposes therein mentioned.”

§ 22. “ ... from and after the ninth day of July, one thousand
seven hundred and fifty-eight, during the term of seven years,
there shall be paid for all slaves imported into this colony,
for sale, either by land or water, from any port or place
whatsoever, by the buyer or purchaser thereof, after the rate
of ten per centum on the amount of each respective purchase,

401. Although the sentences in question are confidently asserted to have been authored by Jefferson, and confidently asserted to 
have been stricken from the draft by others, I know of no evidence to support any such speculation.

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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over and above the several duties already laid upon slaves
imported, as aforesaid, by any act or acts of Assembly now
subsisting in this colony,” etc. Repealed by Act of March, 1761,
§ 6, as being “found very inconvenient.” Hening, STATUTES, VII.
69, 383.

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE

SLAVERY
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In Rhode Island harbors during this year, it has been estimated by Alexander Boyd Hawes, some 6 vessels were 
being fitted out for the international slave trade. If an average cargo of slaves was 109 –as we have estimated 
on the basis of a number of known cargos– then a total of 636 souls were transported during this year in Rhode 
Island bottoms alone. Examples from this year include the Rhode Island sloop Dolphin,402 carrying a cargo of 
145 slaves, the sloop Dove, carrying a cargo of 110, the brig Prince George, carrying 170, the snow Venus, 
carrying 150, and the sloop Wydah, carrying 60.

In this year, in Pennsylvania, at Yearly Meeting, Friends were deciding that if “any professing with us should 
persist to vindicate it, and be concerned in importing, selling or purchasing slaves, the respective Monthly 
Meetings to which they belong should manifest their disunion with such persons.”

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: One of the first American protests
against the slave-trade came from certain German Friends, in
1688, at a Weekly Meeting held in Germantown, Pennsylvania.
“These are the reasons,” wrote “Garret henderich, derick up de
graeff, Francis daniell Pastorius, and Abraham up Den graef,”
“why we are against the traffick of men-body, as followeth: Is
there any that would be done or handled at this manner?... Now,
tho they are black, we cannot conceive there is more liberty to
have them slaves, as it is to have other white ones. There is a
saying, that we shall doe to all men like as we will be done
ourselves; making no difference of what generation, descent or
colour they are. And those who steal or robb men, and those who
buy or purchase them, are they not all alike?”403 This little
leaven helped slowly to work a revolution in the attitude of
this great sect toward slavery and the slave-trade. The Yearly
Meeting at first postponed the matter, “It having so General a

1758

402. Friend Thomas Robinson was part owner of the negrero Dolphin, and Friend Isaac Howland was the vessel’s captain. These 
men were Quakers in good standing, of Newport. Nobody was looking the other way, it was simply that it hadn’t occurred to any 
who was white, as yet, that there was anything wrong with the buying and selling of black human beings. For instance, you can’t 
find anything in the BIBLE about the wickedness of this.
403. From fac-simile copy, published at Germantown in 1880. Cf. Whittier’s poem, “Pennsylvania Hall” (POETICAL WORKS, 
Riverside ed., III. 62); and Proud, HISTORY OF PENNSYLVANIA (1797), I. 219.
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Relation to many other Parts.”404 Eventually, however, in 1696,
the Yearly Meeting advised “That Friends be careful not to
encourage the bringing in of any more Negroes.”405 This advice
was repeated in stronger terms for a quarter-century,406 and by
that time Sandiford, Benezet, Lay, and Woolman had begun their
crusade. In 1754 the Friends took a step farther and made the
purchase of slaves a matter of discipline.407 Four years later
the Yearly Meeting expressed itself clearly as “against every
branch of this practice,” and declared that if “any professing
with us should persist to vindicate it, and be concerned in
importing, selling or purchasing slaves, the respective Monthly
Meetings to which they belong should manifest their disunion
with such persons.”408 Further, manumission was recommended, and
in 1776 made compulsory.409 The effect of this attitude of the
Friends was early manifested in the legislation of all the
colonies where the sect was influential, and particularly in
Pennsylvania.
One of the first duty acts (1710) laid a restrictive duty of 40s.
on slaves, and was eventually disallowed.410 In 1712 William
Southeby petitioned the Assembly totally to abolish slavery.
This the Assembly naturally refused to attempt; but the same
year, in response to another petition “signed by many hands,”
they passed an “Act to prevent the Importation of Negroes and
Indians,”411 — the first enactment of its kind in America. This
act was inspired largely by the general fear of insurrection
which succeeded the “Negro-plot” of 1712 in New York. It
declared: “Whereas, divers Plots and Insurrections have
frequently happened, not only in the Islands but on the Main
Land of America, by Negroes, which have been carried on so far
that several of the inhabitants have been barbarously Murthered,
an Instance whereof we have lately had in our Neighboring Colony
of New York,”412 etc. It then proceeded to lay a prohibitive duty
of £20 on all slaves imported. These acts were quickly disposed
of in England. Three duty acts affecting Negroes, including the
prohibitory act, were in 1713 disallowed, and it was directed
that “the Depty Govr Council and Assembly of Pensilvania, be &
they are hereby Strictly Enjoyned & required not to permit the
said Laws ... to be from henceforward put in Execution.”413 The
Assembly repealed these laws, but in 1715 passed another laying
a duty of £5, which was also eventually disallowed.414 Other

404. From fac-simile copy, published at Germantown in 1880.
405. Bettle, NOTICES OF NEGRO SLAVERY, in PENN. HIST. SOC. MEM. (1864), I. 383.
406. Cf. Bettle, NOTICES OF NEGRO SLAVERY, PASSIM.
407. Janney, HISTORY OF THE FRIENDS, III. 315-7.
408. HISTORY OF THE FRIENDS, III. 317.
409. Bettle, in PENN. HIST. SOC. MEM., I. 395.
410. PENN. COL. REC. (1852), II. 530; Bettle, in PENN. HIST. SOC. MEM., I. 415.
411. LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA, COLLECTED, etc., 1714, page 165; Bettle, in PENN. HIST. SOC. MEM., I. 387.
412. See preamble of the act.
413. The Pennsylvanians did not allow their laws to reach England until long after they were passed: PENN. ARCHIVES, I. 161-2; 
COL. REC., II. 572-3. These acts were disallowed Feb. 20, 1713. Another duty act was passed in 1712, supplementary to the Act of 
1710 (COL. REC., II. 553). The contents are unknown.
414. ACTS AND LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA, 1715, page 270; Chalmers, OPINIONS, II. 118. Before the disallowance was known, the 
act had been continued by the Act of 1718: Carey and Bioren, LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA, 1700-1802, I. 118; PENN. COL. REC., III. 
38.
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acts, the provisions of which are not clear, were passed in 1720
and 1722,415 and in 1725-1726 the duty on Negroes was raised to
the restrictive figure of £10.416 This duty, for some reason not
apparent, was lowered to £2 in 1729,417 but restored again in
1761.418 A struggle occurred over this last measure, the Friends
petitioning for it, and the Philadelphia merchants against it,
declaring that “We, the subscribers, ever desirous to extend the
Trade of this Province, have seen, for some time past, the many
inconveniencys the Inhabitants have suffer’d for want of
Labourers and artificers, ... have for some time encouraged the
importation of Negroes;” they prayed therefore at least for a
delay in passing the measure.419 The law, nevertheless, after
much debate and altercation with the governor, finally passed.
These repeated acts nearly stopped the trade, and the
manumission or sale of Negroes by the Friends decreased the
number of slaves in the province. The rising spirit of
independence enabled the colony, in 1773, to restore the
prohibitive duty of £20 and make it perpetual.420 After the
Revolution unpaid duties on slaves were collected and the slaves
registered,421 and in 1780 an “Act for the gradual Abolition of
Slavery” was passed.422 As there were probably at no time before
the war more than 11,000 slaves in Pennsylvania,423 the task thus
accomplished was not so formidable as in many other States. As
it was, participation in the slave-trade outside the colony was
not prohibited until 1788.424

It seems probable that in the original Swedish settlements along
the Delaware slavery was prohibited.425 This measure had,
however, little practical effect; for as soon as the Dutch got
control the slave-trade was opened, although, as it appears, to
no large extent. After the fall of the Dutch Delaware came into
English hands. Not until 1775 do we find any legislation on the
slave-trade. In that year the colony attempted to prohibit the
importation of slaves, but the governor vetoed the bill.426

Finally, in 1776 by the Constitution, and in 1787 by law,
importation and exportation were both prohibited.427

415. Carey and Bioren, LAWS, I. 165; PENN. COL. REC., III. 171; Bettle, in PENN. HIST. SOC. MEM., I. 389, note.
416. Carey and Bioren, LAWS, I. 214; Bettle, in PENN. HIST. SOC. MEM., I. 388. Possibly there were two acts this year.
417. LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA (ed. 1742), page 354, ch. 287. Possibly some change in the currency made this change appear greater 
than it was.
418. Carey and Bioren, LAWS, I. 371; ACTS OF ASSEMBLY (ed. 1782), page 149; Dallas, LAWS, I. 406, ch. 379. This act was renewed 
in 1768: Carey and Bioren, LAWS, I. 451; PENN. COL. REC., IX. 472, 637, 641.
419. PENN. COL. REC., VIII. 576.
420. A large petition called for this bill. Much altercation ensued with the governor: Dallas, LAWS, I. 671, ch. 692; PENN. COL. REC., 
X. 77; Bettle, in PENN. HIST. SOC. MEM., I. 388-9.
421. Dallas, LAWS, I. 782, ch. 810.
422. LAWS, I. 838, ch. 881.
423. There exist but few estimates of the number of slaves in this colony: — 
In 1721, 2,500-5,000. DOC. REL. COL. HIST. NEW YORK, V. 604.
In 1754, 11,000. Bancroft, HIST. OF UNITED STATES (1883), II. 391.
In 1760, very few. Reverend Andrew Burnaby, TRAVELS THROUGH THE MIDDLE SETTLEMENTS IN NORTH-AMERICA, IN THE YEARS 
1759 AND 1760 ... (2d ed.), page 81.
In 1775, 2,000. PENN. ARCHIVES, IV 597.
424. Dallas, LAWS, II. 586.
425. Cf. ARGONAUTICA GUSTAVIANA, pages 21-3; DEL. HIST. SOC. PAPERS, III. 10; HAZARD’S REGISTER, IV. 221, §§ 23, 24; 
HAZARD’S ANNALS, page 372; Armstrong, RECORD OF UPLAND COURT, pages 29-30, and notes.
426. Force, AMERICAN ARCHIVES, 4th Ser., II. 128-9.
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427. AMERICAN ARCHIVES, 5th Ser., I. 1178; LAWS OF DELAWARE, 1797 (Newcastle ed.), page 884, ch. 145 b.
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In Rhode Island harbors during this year, it has been estimated by Alexander Boyd Hawes, some 7 vessels were 
being fitted out for the international slave trade. If an average cargo of slaves was 109 –as we have estimated 
on the basis of a number of known cargoes– then a total of 763 souls were transported during this year in Rhode 
Island bottoms alone. Examples from this year include the Rhode Island sloop Abigail, carrying a cargo of 40 
slaves, the brig Charming Betty, carrying a cargo of 117, the sloop Dolphin,428 carrying 145, the snow 
Industry, carrying 150, the brig Marygold, carrying 135, the sloop Three Friends, carrying 78, and the snow 
Two Brothers, carrying 150.

1759

428. Thomas Robinson was part owner of the negrero Dolphin. He was a Quaker in good standing, of Newport. (How could he 
have been in good standing? –Well, he was.)
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This is what was going on for the Quaker opponent of slavery, Friend John Woolman:

1758, 1759
Visit to the Quarterly Meetings in Chester County — Joins Daniel Stanton and John 
Scarborough in a Visit to such as kept Slaves there — Some Observations on the Conduct 
which those should maintain who speak in Meetings for Discipline — More Visits to such as 
kept Slaves, and to Friends near Salem — Account of the Yearly Meeting in the Year 1759, 
and of the increasing Concern in Divers Provinces to Labour against Buying and Keeping 
Slaves — The Yearly Meeting Epistle — Thoughts on the Small-pox spreading, and on 
Inoculation.

ELEVENTH of Eleventh Month, 1758. — This day I set out for
Concord; the Quarterly Meeting heretofore held there was now,
by reason of a great increase of members, divided into two by
the agreement of Friends at our last Yearly Meeting. Here I met
with our beloved friends Samuel Spavold and Mary Kirby from
England, and with Joseph White from Bucks County; the latter had
taken leave of his family in order to go on a religious visit
to Friends in England, and, through divine goodness, we were
favoured with a strengthening opportunity together.
After this meeting I joined with my friends, Daniel Stanton and
John Scarborough, in visiting Friends who had slaves. At night
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we had a family meeting at William Trimble’s, many young people
being there; and it was a precious, reviving opportunity. Next
morning we had a comfortable sitting with a sick neighbour, and
thence to the burial of the corpse of a Friend at Uwchland
Meeting, at which were many people, and it was a time of divine
favour, after which we visited some who had slaves. In the
evening we had a family meeting at a Friend’s house, where the
channel of the gospel love was opened, and my mind was comforted
after a hard day’s labour. The next day we were at Goshen Monthly
Meeting, and on the 18th attended the Quarterly Meeting at
London Grove, it being first held at that place. Here we met
again with all the before-mentioned Friends, and had some
edifying meetings.
Near the conclusion of the meeting for business, Friends were
incited to constancy in supporting the testimony of truth, and
reminded of the necessity which the disciples of Christ are
under to attend principally to His business as He is pleased to
open it to us, and to be particularly careful to have our minds
redeemed from the love of wealth, and our outward affairs in as
little room as may be, that no temporal concerns may entangle
our affections, or hinder us from diligently following the
dictates of truth in labouring to promote the pure spirit of
meekness and heavenly-mindedness amongst the children of men in
these days of calamity and distress, wherein God is visiting our
land with His just judgments.
Each of these Quarterly Meetings was large and sat near eight
hours. I had occasion to consider that it is a weighty thing to
speak much in large meetings for business, for except our minds
are rightly prepared, and we clearly understand the case we
speak to, instead of forwarding we hinder business, and make
more labour for those on whom the burden of the work is laid.
If selfish views or a partial spirit have any room in our minds,
we are unfit for the Lord’s work; if we have a clear prospect
of the business, and proper weight on our minds to speak, we
should avoid useless apologies and repetitions. Where people are
gathered from far, and adjourning a meeting of business is
attended with great difficulty, it behoves all to be cautious
how they detain a meeting, especially when they have sat six or
seven hours, and have a great distance to ride home. After this
meeting I rode home.
In the beginning of the twelfth month I joined in company with
my friends John Sykes and Daniel Stanton, in visiting such as
had slaves. Some whose hearts were rightly exercised about them
appeared to be glad of our visit, but in some places our way was
more difficult. I often saw the necessity of keeping down to
that root from whence our concern proceeded, and have cause in
reverent thankfulness humbly to bow down before the Lord, who
was near to me, and preserved my mind in calmness under some
sharp conflicts, and begat a spirit of sympathy and tenderness
in me towards some who were grievously entangled by the spirit
of this world.
First Month, 1759. — Having found my mind drawn to visit some
of the more active members in our Society at Philadelphia, who
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had slaves, I met my friend John Churchman there by agreement,
and we continued about a week in the city. We visited some that
were sick, and some widows and their families, and the other
part of our time was mostly employed in visiting such as had
slaves. It was a time of deep exercise, but, looking often to
the Lord for His assistance, He in unspeakable kindness favoured
us with the influence of that Spirit which crucifies to the
greatness and splendour of this world, and enabled us to go
through some heavy labours, in which we found peace.
Twenty-fourth of Third Month, 1759. — After attending our
general Spring Meeting at Philadelphia I again joined with John
Churchman on a visit to some who had slaves in Philadelphia, and
with thankfulness to our Heavenly Father I may say that divine
love and a true sympathizing tenderness of heart prevailed at
times in this service.
Having at times perceived a shyness in some Friends of
considerable note towards me, I found an engagement in gospel
love to pay a visit to one of them; and as I dwelt under the
exercise, I felt a resignedness in my mind to go and tell him
privately that I had a desire to have an opportunity with him
alone; to this proposal he readily agreed, and then, in the fear
of the Lord, things relating to that shyness were searched to
the bottom, and we had a large conference, which, I believe was
of use to both of us, and I am thankful that way was opened for
it.
Fourteenth of Sixth Month. — Having felt drawings in my mind to
visit Friends about Salem, and having the approbation of our
Monthly Meeting, I attended their Quarterly Meeting, and was out
seven days, and attended seven meetings; in some of them I was
chiefly silent; in others, through the baptizing power of truth,
my heart was enlarged in heavenly love, and I found a near
fellowship with the brethren and sisters, in the manifold trials
attending their Christian progress through this world.
Seventh Month. — I have found an increasing concern on my mind
to visit some active members in our Society who have slaves, and
having no opportunity of the company of such as were named in
the minutes of the Yearly Meeting, I went alone to their houses,
and, in the fear of the Lord, acquainted them with the exercise
I was under; and thus, sometimes by a few words, I found myself
discharged from a heavy burden. After this, our friend John
Churchman coming into our province with a view to be at some
meetings, and to join again in the visit to those who had slaves,
I bore him company in the said visit to some active members, and
found inward satisfaction.
At our Yearly Meeting this year, we had some weighty seasons,
in which the power of truth was largely extended, to the
strengthening of the honest-minded. As the epistles which were
to be sent to the Yearly Meetings on this continent were read,
I observed that in most of them, both this year and the last,
it was recommended to Friends to labour against buying and
keeping slaves, and in some of them the subject was closely
treated upon. As this practice hath long been a heavy exercise
to me, and I have often waded through mortifying labours on that

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY

HDT WHAT? INDEX
account, and at times in some meetings have been almost alone
therein, I was humbly bowed in thankfulness in observing the
increasing concern in our religious society, and seeing how the
Lord was raising up and qualifying servants for His work, not
only in this respect, but for promoting the cause of truth in
general.
This meeting continued near a week. For several days, in the
fore part of it, my mind was drawn into a deep inward stillness,
and being at times covered with the spirit of supplication, my
heart was secretly poured out before the Lord. Near the
conclusion of the meeting for business, way opened in the pure
flowings of divine love for me to express what lay upon me,
which, as it then arose in my mind, was first to show how deep
answers to deep in the hearts of the sincere and upright; though,
in their different growths, they may not all have attained to
the same clearness in some points relating to our testimony. And
I was then led to mention the integrity and constancy of many
martyrs who gave their lives for the testimony of Jesus, and
yet, in some points they held doctrines distinguishable from
some which we hold, that, in all ages, where people were faithful
to the light and understanding which the Most High afforded
them, they found acceptance with Him, and though there may be
different ways of thinking amongst us in some particulars, yet,
if we mutually keep to that spirit and power which crucifies to
the world, which teaches us to be content with things really
needful, and to avoid all superfluities, and give up our hearts
to fear and serve the Lord, true unity may still be preserved
amongst us; that, if those who were at times under sufferings
on account of some scruples of conscience kept low and humble,
and in their conduct in life manifested a spirit of true charity,
it would be more likely to reach the witness in others, and be
of more service in the Church, than if their sufferings were
attended with a contrary spirit and conduct. In this exercise I
was drawn into a sympathizing tenderness with the sheep of
Christ, however distinguished one from another in this world,
and the like disposition appeared to spread over others in the
meeting. Great is the goodness of the Lord towards His poor
creatures.
An epistle went forth from this Yearly Meeting which I think
good to give a place in this Journal. It is as follows: —

From the Yearly Meeting, held at Philadelphia, for Pennsylvania
and New Jersey, from the 22nd day of the Ninth Month to the 28th
of the same, inclusive, 1759.

TO THE QUARTERLY AND MONTHLY MEETINGS OF FRIENDS
BELONGING TO THE SAID YEARLY MEETING: —
DEARLY BELOVED FRIENDS AND BRETHREN, — In an awful sense
of the wisdom and goodness of the Lord our God, whose
tender mercies have been continued to us in this land,
we affectionately salute you, with sincere and fervent
desires that we may reverently regard the dispensations
of His providence, and improve under them.
The empires and kingdoms of the earth are subject to His
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almighty power. He is the God of the spirits of all
flesh, and deals with His people agreeably to that
wisdom, the depth whereof is to us unsearchable. We in
these provinces may say, He hath, as a gracious and
tender parent, dealt bountifully with us, even from the
days of our fathers. It was He who strengthened them to
labour through the difficulties attending the
improvement of a wilderness, and made way for them in
the hearts of the natives, so that by them they were
comforted in times of want and distress. It was by the
gracious influences of His Holy Spirit that they were
disposed to work righteousness, and walk uprightly
towards each other and towards the natives; in life and
conversation to manifest the excellency of the
principles and doctrines of the Christian religion,
whereby they retain their esteem and friendship. Whilst
they were labouring for the necessaries of life, many
of them were fervently engaged to promote pity and
virtue in the earth, and to educate their children in
the fear of the Lord.
If we carefully consider the peaceable measures pursued
in the first settlement of land, and that freedom from
the desolations of wars which for a long time we
enjoyed, we shall find ourselves under strong
obligations to the Almighty, who, when the earth is so
generally polluted with wickedness, gives us a being in
a part so signally favoured with tranquillity and
plenty, and in which the glad tidings of the gospel of
Christ are so freely published, that we may justly say
with the Psalmist, “What shall we render unto the Lord
for all His benefits?”
Our own real good and the good of our posterity in some
measure depends on the part we act, and it nearly
concerns us to try our foundations impartially. Such are
the different rewards of the just and unjust in a future
state, that to attend diligently to the dictates of the
spirit of Christ, to devote ourselves to His service,
and to engage fervently in His cause, during our short
stay in this world, is a choice well becoming a free,
intelligent creature. We shall thus clearly see and
consider that the dealings of God with mankind, in a
national capacity, as recorded in Holy Writ, do
sufficiently evidence the truth of that saying, “It is
righteousness which exalteth a nation”; and though He
doth not at all times suddenly execute His judgments on
a sinful people in this life, yet we see in many
instances that when “men follow lying vanities they
forsake their own mercies”; and as a proud, selfish
spirit prevails and spreads among a people, so partial
judgment, oppression, discord, envy, and confusions
increase, and provinces and kingdoms are made to drink
the cup of adversity as a reward of their own doing.
Thus the inspired prophet, reasoning with the
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degenerated Jews, saith, “Thine own wickedness shall
correct thee, and thy backsliding shall reprove thee;
know, therefore, that it is an evil thing and bitter
that thou hast forsaken the Lord thy God, and that My
fear is not in thee, saith the Lord God of Hosts”
(JEREMIAH 2:19).
The God of our fathers, who hath bestowed on us many
benefits, furnished a table for us in the wilderness,
and made the deserts and solitary places to rejoice. He
doth now mercifully call upon us to serve Him more
faithfully. We may truly say with the Prophet, “It is
His voice which crieth to the city, and men of wisdom
see His name. They regard the rod, and Him who hath
appointed it.” People who look chiefly at things
outward, too little consider the original cause of the
present troubles; but they who fear the Lord and think
often upon His name, see and feel that a wrong spirit
is spreading amongst the inhabitants of our country;
that the hearts of many are waxed fat, and their ears
dull of hearing; that the Most High, in His visitations
to us, instead of calling, lifteth up His voice and
crieth: He crieth to our country, and His voice waxeth
louder and louder. In former wars between the English
and other nations, since the settlement of our
provinces, the calamities attending them have fallen
chiefly on other places, but now of late they have
reached to our borders; many of our fellow-subjects have
suffered on and near our frontiers, some have been slain
in battle, some killed in their houses, and some in
their fields, some wounded and left in great misery, and
others separated from their wives and little children,
who have been carried captives among the Indians.
We have seen men and women who have been witnesses of
these scenes of sorrow, and, being reduced to want, have
come to our houses asking relief. It is not long since
many young men in one of these provinces were drafted,
in order to be taken as soldiers; some were at that time
in great distress, and had occasion to consider that
their lives had been too little conformable to the
purity and spirituality of that religion which we
profess, and found themselves too little acquainted
with that inward humility, in which true fortitude to
endure hardness for the truth’s sake is experienced.
Many parents were concerned for their children, and in
that time of trial were led to consider that their care
to get outward treasure for them had been greater than
their care for their settlement in that religion which
crucifieth to the world, and enableth to bear testimony
to the peaceable government of the Messiah. These
troubles are removed, and for a time we are released
from them.
Let us not forget that “The Most High hath His way in
the deep, in clouds, and in thick darkness”; that it is
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His voice which crieth to the city and to the country,
and oh that these loud and awakening cries may have a
proper effect upon us, that heavier chastisement may not
become necessary! For though things, as to the outward,
may for a short time afford a pleasing prospect, yet,
while a selfish spirit, that is not subject to the cross
of Christ, continueth to spread and prevail, there can
be no long continuance in outward peace and
tranquillity. If we desire an inheritance
incorruptible, and to be at rest in that state of peace
and happiness which ever continues; if we desire in this
life to dwell under the favour and protection of that
Almighty Being whose habitation is in holiness, whose
ways are all equal, and whose anger is now kindled
because of our backslidings, — let us then awfully
regard these beginnings of His sore judgments, and with
abasement and humiliation turn to Him whom we have
offended.
Contending with one equal in strength is an uneasy
exercise; but if the Lord is become our enemy, if we
persist in contending with Him who is omnipotent, our
overthrow will be unavoidable.
Do we feel an affectionate regard to posterity? and are
we employed to promote their happiness? Do our minds,
in things outward, look beyond our own dissolution? and
are we contriving for the prosperity of our children
after us? Let us then, like wise builders, lay the
foundation deep, and by our constant uniform regard to
an inward piety and virtue let them see that we really
value it. Let us labour in the fear of the Lord that
their innocent minds, while young and tender, may be
preserved from corruptions; that as they advance in age
they may rightly understand their true interest, may
consider the uncertainty of temporal things, and, above
all, have their hope and confidence firmly settled in
the blessing of that Almighty Being who inhabits
eternity and preserves and supports the world.
In all our cares about worldly treasures, let us
steadily bear in mind that riches possessed by children
who do not truly serve God, are likely to prove snares
that may more grievously entangle them in that spirit
of selfishness and exaltation which stands in
opposition to real peace and happiness, and renders
those who submit to the influence of it enemies to the
cause of Christ.
To keep a watchful eye towards real objects of charity,
to visit the poor in their lonesome dwelling-places, to
comfort those who, through the dispensations of divine
Providence, are in strait and painful circumstances in
this life, and steadily to endeavour to honour God with
our substance, from a real sense of the love of Christ
influencing our minds, is more likely to bring a
blessing to our children, and will afford more
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satisfaction to a Christian favoured with plenty, than
an earnest desire to collect much wealth to leave behind
us; for, “here we have no continuing city”; may we
therefore diligently “seek one that is to come, whose
builder and maker is God.”
“Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true,
whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure,
whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of
good report, if there be any virtue, if there be any
praise, think on these things, and do them, and the God
of peace shall be with you.”
(Signed by appointment, and on behalf of said meeting.)

Twenty-eighth of Eleventh Month. — This day I attended the
Quarterly Meeting in Bucks County. In the meeting of ministers
and elders my heart was enlarged in the love of Jesus Christ,
and the favour of the Most High was extended to us in that and
the ensuing meeting.
I had conversation at my lodging with my beloved friend Samuel
Eastburn, who expressed a concern to join in a visit to some
Friends in that county who had negroes, and as I had felt a
drawing in my mind to the said work, I came home and put things
in order. On the 11th of Twelfth Month I went over the river,
and on the next day was at Buckingham Meeting, where, through
the descendings of heavenly dew, my mind was comforted and drawn
into a near unity with the flock of Jesus Christ.
Entering upon this business appeared weighty, and before I left
home my mind was often sad, under which exercise I felt at times
the Holy Spirit which helps our infirmities, and through which
my prayers were at times put up to God in private that He would
be pleased to purge me from all selfishness, that I might be
strengthened to discharge my duty faithfully, how hard soever
to the natural part. We proceeded on the visit in a weighty frame
of spirit, and went to the houses of the most active members who
had negroes throughout the county. Through the goodness of the
Lord my mind was preserved in resignation in times of trial, and
though the work was hard to nature, yet, through the strength
of that love which is stronger than death, tenderness of heart
was often felt amongst us in our visits, and we parted from
several families with greater satisfaction than we expected.
We visited Joseph White’s family, he being in England; we had
also a family sitting at the house of an elder who bore us
company, and were at Makefield on a First-day: at all which times
my heart was truly thankful to the Lord who was graciously
pleased to renew His loving-kindness to us, His poor servants,
uniting us together in His work.
In the winter of this year, the smallpox being in our town, and
many being inoculated, of whom a few died, some things were
opened in my mind, which I wrote as follows: —
The more fully our lives are conformable to the will of God, the
better it is for us; I have looked on the smallpox as a messenger
from the Almighty, to be an assistant in the cause of virtue,
and to incite us to consider whether we employ our time only in
such things as are consistent with perfect wisdom and goodness.
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Building houses suitable to dwell in, for ourselves and our
creatures; preparing clothing suitable for the climate and
season, and food convenient, are all duties incumbent on us. And
under these general heads are many branches of business in which
we may venture health and life, as necessity may require.
This disease being in a house, and my business calling me to go
near it, incites me to consider whether this is a real
indispensable duty; whether it is not in conformity to some
custom which would be better laid aside, or whether it does not
proceed from too eager a pursuit after some outward treasure.
If the business before me springs not from a clear understanding
and a regard to that use of things which perfect wisdom approves,
to be brought to a sense of it and stopped in my pursuit is a
kindness, for when I proceed to business without some evidence
of duty, I have found by experience that it tends to weakness.
If I am so situated that there appears no probability of missing
the infection, it tends to make me think whether my manner of
life in things outward has nothing in it which may unfit my body
to receive this messenger in a way the most favourable to me.
Do I use food and drink in no other sort and in no other degree
than was designed by Him who gave these creatures for our
sustenance? Do I never abuse my body by inordinate labour,
striving to accomplish some end which I have unwisely proposed?
Do I use action enough in some useful employ, or do I sit too
much idle while some persons who labour to support me have too
great a share of it? If in any of these things I am deficient,
to be incited to consider it is a favour to me. Employment is
necessary in social life, and this infection, which often proves
mortal, incites me to think whether these social acts of mine
are real duties. If I go on a visit to the widows and fatherless,
do I go purely on a principle of charity, free from any selfish
views? If I go to a religious meeting it puts me on thinking
whether I go in sincerity and in a clear sense of duty, or
whether it is not partly in conformity to custom, or partly from
a sensible delight which my animal spirits feel in the company
of other people, and whether to support my reputation as a
religious man has no share in it.
Do affairs relating to civil society call me near this
infection? If I go, it is at the hazard of my health and life,
and it becomes me to think seriously whether love to truth and
righteousness is the motive of my attending; whether the manner
of proceeding is altogether equitable, or whether aught of
narrowness, party interest, respect to outward dignities, names,
or distinctions among men, do not stain the beauty of those
assemblies, and render it doubtful; in point of duty, whether a
disciple of Christ ought to attend as a member united to the
body or not. Whenever there are blemishes which for a series of
time remain such, that which is a means of stirring us up to
look attentively on these blemishes, and to labour according to
our capacities to have health and soundness restored in our
country, we may justly account a kindness from our gracious
Father, who appointed that means.
The care of a wise and good man for his only son is inferior to
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the regard of the great Parent of the universe for His creatures.
He hath the command of all the powers and operations in nature,
and “doth not afflict willingly, nor grieve the children of
men.” Chastisement is intended for instruction, and instruction
being received by gentle chastisement, greater calamities are
prevented. By an earthquake hundreds of houses are sometimes
shaken down in a few minutes, multitudes of people perish
suddenly, and many more, being crushed and bruised in the ruins
of the buildings, pine away and die in great misery.
By the breaking in of enraged merciless armies, flourishing
countries have been laid waste, great numbers of people have
perished in a short time, and many more have been pressed with
poverty and grief. By the pestilence, people have died so fast
in a city, that, through fear, grief, and confusion, those in
health have found great difficulty in burying the dead, even
without coffins. By famine, great numbers of people in some
places have been brought to the utmost distress, and have pined
away from want of the necessaries of life. Thus, when the kind
invitations and gentle chastisements of a gracious God have not
been attended to, his sore judgments have at times been poured
out upon people.
While some rules approved in civil society and conformable to
human policy, so called, are distinguishable from the purity of
truth and righteousness, — while many professing the truth are
declining from that ardent love and heavenly-mindedness which
was amongst the primitive followers of Jesus Christ, it is time
for us to attend diligently to the intent of every chastisement,
and to consider the most deep and inward design of them.
The Most High doth not often speak with an outward voice to our
outward ears, but, if we humbly meditate on His perfections,
consider that He is perfect wisdom and goodness, and that to
afflict His creatures to no purpose would be utterly averse to
His nature, we shall hear and understand His language both in
His gentle and more heavy chastisements, and shall take heed
that we do not, in the wisdom of this world, endeavour to escape
His hand by means too powerful for us.
Had he endowed men with understanding to prevent this disease
(the smallpox) by means which had never proved hurtful nor
mortal, such a discovery might be considered as the period of
chastisement by this distemper, where that knowledge
extended.429 But as life and health are His gifts, and are not
to be disposed of in our own wills, to take upon us by
inoculation when in health a disorder of which some die,
requires great clearness of knowledge that it is our duty to do

429. Whatever may be thought of these scruples of John Woolman in regard to inoculation, his objections can scarcely be considered 
valid against vaccination, which, since his time, has so greatly mitigated the disease. He almost seems to have anticipated some such 
preventive.
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so.

November: The colonial legislature of Virginia ordained a 20% duty to be paid by persons bringing slaves into this 
colony from Maryland, North-Carolina, and the West-Indies, or any other place in America, for their own use.

“ ... from and after the passing of this act, there shall be
paid ... for all slaves imported or brought into this colony and
dominion from Maryland, North-Carolina, or any other place in
America, by the owner or importer thereof, after the rate of
twenty per centum on the amount of each respective purchase,”
etc. This act to continue until April 20, 1767; continued in
1766 and 1769, until 1773; altered by Act of 1772, q.v. Hening,
STATUTES, VII. 338; VIII. 191, 336.

No image of Friend John ever was made

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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The colony of South Carolina attempted to rid itself of slavery, only to be blocked by Great Britain (Burge, 
COMMENTARIES, I. 737, note; W.B. Stevens, HISTORY OF GEORGIA, I. 286).

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: South Carolina had the largest and most
widely developed slave-trade of any of the continental colonies.
This was owing to the character of her settlers, her nearness
to the West Indian slave marts, and the early development of
certain staple crops, such as rice, which were adapted to slave
labor.430 Moreover, this colony suffered much less interference
from the home government than many other colonies; thus it is
possible here to trace the untrammeled development of slave-
trade restrictions in a typical planting community.
As early as 1698 the slave-trade to South Carolina had reached
such proportions that it was thought that “the great number of
negroes which of late have been imported into this Collony may
endanger the safety thereof.” The immigration of white servants
was therefore encouraged by a special law.431 Increase of
immigration reduced this disproportion, but Negroes continued
to be imported in such numbers as to afford considerable revenue
from a moderate duty on them. About the time when the Assiento
was signed, the slave-trade so increased that, scarcely a year
after the consummation of that momentous agreement, two heavy
duty acts were passed, because “the number of Negroes do
extremely increase in this Province, and through the afflicting
providence of God, the white persons do not proportionately
multiply, by reason whereof, the safety of the said Province is
greatly endangered.”432 The trade, however, by reason of the
encouragement abroad and of increased business activity in
exporting naval stores at home, suffered scarcely any check,
although repeated acts, reciting the danger incident to a “great
importation of Negroes,” were passed, laying high duties.433

Finally, in 1717, an additional duty of £40,434 although due in
depreciated currency, succeeded so nearly in stopping the trade
that, two years later, all existing duties were repealed and one
of £10 substituted.435 This continued during the time of
resistance to the proprietary government, but by 1734 the
importation had again reached large proportions. “We must
therefore beg leave,” the colonists write in that year, “to
inform your Majesty, that, amidst our other perilous

1760

430. Cf. Hewatt, HISTORICAL ACCOUNT OF S. CAROLINA AND GEORGIA (1779), I. 120 ff.; reprinted in S.C. HIST. COLL. (1836), I. 
108 ff.
431. Cooper, STATUTES AT LARGE OF S. CAROLINA, II. 153.
432. The text of the first act is not extant: cf. Cooper, STATUTES, III. 56. For the second, see Cooper, VII. 365, 367.
433. Cf. Grimké, PUBLIC LAWS OF S. CAROLINA, page xvi, No. 362; Cooper, STATUTES, II. 649. Cf. also GOVERNOR JOHNSON TO 
THE BOARD OF TRADE, Jan. 12, 1719-20; reprinted in Rivers, EARLY HISTORY OF S. CAROLINA (1874), App., xii.
434. Cooper, STATUTES, VII. 368.
435. Cooper, STATUTES, III. 56.

SLAVERY

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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circumstances, we are subject to many intestine dangers from the
great number of negroes that are now among us, who amount at
least to twenty-two thousand persons, and are three to one of
all your Majesty’s white subjects in this province.
Insurrections against us have been often attempted.”436 In 1740
an insurrection under a slave, Cato, at Stono, caused such
widespread alarm that a prohibitory duty of £100 was immediately
laid.437 Importation was again checked; but in 1751 the colony
sought to devise a plan whereby the slightly restricted
immigration of Negroes should provide a fund to encourage the
importation of white servants, “to prevent the mischiefs that
may be attended by the great importation of negroes into this
Province.”438 Many white servants were thus encouraged to settle
in the colony; but so much larger was the influx of black slaves
that the colony, in 1760, totally prohibited the slave-trade.
This act was promptly disallowed by the Privy Council and the
governor reprimanded;439 but the colony declared that “an
importation of negroes, equal in number to what have been
imported of late years, may prove of the most dangerous
consequence in many respects to this Province, and the best way
to obviate such danger will be by imposing such an additional
duty upon them as may totally prevent the evils.”440 A
prohibitive duty of £100 was accordingly imposed in 1764.441 This
duty probably continued until the Revolution.

An invention important to the development of the cloth industry occurred during this year. Robert Kay 
developed the drop-box. Because this development would have an impact on the demand for bales of cotton 
as a raw material for cloth, it would have an impact on the demand for field labor to grow this cotton, and 
therefore would eventually have consequences in terms of human slavery — and in terms of the international 
slave trade.442

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: The history of slavery and the slave-
trade after 1820 must be read in the light of the industrial
revolution through which the civilized world passed in the first
half of the nineteenth century. Between the years 1775 and 1825
occurred economic events and changes of the highest importance
and widest influence. Though all branches of industry felt the
impulse of this new industrial life, yet, “if we consider single

436. From a memorial signed by the governor, President of the Council, and Speaker of the House, dated April 9, 1734, printed in 
Hewatt, HISTORICAL ACCOUNT OF S. CAROLINA AND GEORGIA (1779), II. 39; reprinted in S.C. Hist. Coll. (1836), I. 305-6. Cf. N.C. 
COL. REC., II. 421.
437. Cooper, STATUTES, III. 556; Grimké, PUBLIC LAWS, page xxxi, No. 694. Cf. Ramsay, HISTORY OF S. CAROLINA, I. 110.
438. Cooper, STATUTES, III. 739.
439. The text of this law has not been found. Cf. Burge, COMMENTARIES ON COLONIAL AND FOREIGN LAWS, I. 737, note; Stevens, 
HISTORY OF GEORGIA, I. 286. See instructions of the governor of New Hampshire, June 30, 1761, in Gordon, HISTORY OF THE 
AMERICAN REVOLUTION, I. letter 2.
440. Cooper, STATUTES, IV. 187.
441. This duty avoided the letter of the English instructions by making the duty payable by the first purchasers, and not by the 
importers. Cf. Cooper, STATUTES, IV. 187.
442. Bear in mind that in early periods the Southern states of the United States of America produced no significant amount of cotton 
fiber for export — such production not beginning until 1789. In fact, according to page 92 of Seybert’s STATISTICS, in 1784 a small 
parcel of cotton that had found its way from the US to Liverpool had been refused admission to England, because it was the customs 
agent’s opinion that this involved some sort of subterfuge: it could not have originated in the United States.
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industries, cotton manufacture has, during the nineteenth
century, made the most magnificent and gigantic advances.”443

This fact is easily explained by the remarkable series of
inventions that revolutionized this industry between 1738 and
1830, including Arkwright’s, Watt’s, Compton’s, and
Cartwright’s epoch-making contrivances.444 The effect which
these inventions had on the manufacture of cotton goods is best
illustrated by the fact that in England, the chief cotton market
of the world, the consumption of raw cotton rose steadily from
13,000 bales in 1781, to 572,000 in 1820, to 871,000 in 1830,
and to 3,366,000 in 1860.445 Very early, therefore, came the
query whence the supply of raw cotton was to come. Tentative
experiments on the rich, broad fields of the Southern United
States, together with the indispensable invention of Whitney’s
cotton-gin, soon answered this question: a new economic future
was opened up to this land, and immediately the whole South began
to extend its cotton culture, and more and more to throw its
whole energy into this one staple.
Here it was that the fatal mistake of compromising with slavery
in the beginning, and of the policy of laissez-faire pursued
thereafter, became painfully manifest; for, instead now of a
healthy, normal, economic development along proper industrial
lines, we have the abnormal and fatal rise of a slave-labor large
farming system, which, before it was realized, had so
intertwined itself with and braced itself upon the economic
forces of an industrial age, that a vast and terrible civil war
was necessary to displace it. The tendencies to a patriarchal
serfdom, recognizable in the age of Washington and Jefferson,
began slowly but surely to disappear; and in the second quarter
of the century Southern slavery was irresistibly changing from
a family institution to an industrial system.
The development of Southern slavery has heretofore been viewed
so exclusively from the ethical and social standpoint that we
are apt to forget its close and indissoluble connection with the
world’s cotton market. Beginning with 1820, a little after the
close of the Napoleonic wars, when the industry of cotton
manufacture had begun its modern development and the South had
definitely assumed her position as chief producer of raw cotton,
we find the average price of cotton per pound, 8½d. From this

443. Beer, Geschichte des Welthandels im 19TEN Jahrhundert, II. 67.
444. A list of these inventions most graphically illustrates this advance: — 
1738, John Jay, fly-shuttle. John Wyatt, spinning by rollers.
1748, Lewis Paul, carding-machine.
1760, Robert Kay, drop-box.
1769, Richard Arkwright, water-frame and throstle. James Watt, steam-engine.
1772, James Lees, improvements on carding-machine.
1775, Richard Arkwright, series of combinations.
1779, Samuel Compton, mule.
1785, Edmund Cartwright, power-loom.
1803-4, Radcliffe and Johnson, dressing-machine.
1817, Roberts, fly-frame.
1818, William Eaton, self-acting frame.
1825-30, Roberts, improvements on mule.
Cf. Baines,  HISTORY OF THE COTTON MANUFACTURE, pages 116-231; Encyclopædia Britannica, 9th ed., article “Cotton.”
445. Baines,  HISTORY OF THE COTTON MANUFACTURE, page 215. A bale weighed from 375 lbs. to 400 lbs.
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time until 1845 the price steadily fell, until in the latter
year it reached 4d.; the only exception to this fall was in the
years 1832-1839, when, among other things, a strong increase in
the English demand, together with an attempt of the young slave
power to “corner” the market, sent the price up as high as 11d.
The demand for cotton goods soon outran a crop which McCullough
had pronounced “prodigious,” and after 1845 the price started
on a steady rise, which, except for the checks suffered during
the continental revolutions and the Crimean War, continued until
1860.446 The steady increase in the production of cotton explains
the fall in price down to 1845. In 1822 the crop was a half-
million bales; in 1831, a million; in 1838, a million and a half;
and in 1840-1843, two million. By this time the world’s
consumption of cotton goods began to increase so rapidly that,
in spite of the increase in Southern crops, the price kept
rising. Three million bales were gathered in 1852, three and a
half million in 1856, and the remarkable crop of five million
bales in 1860.447

Here we have data to explain largely the economic development
of the South. By 1822 the large-plantation slave system had
gained footing; in 1838-1839 it was able to show its power in
the cotton “corner;” by the end of the next decade it had not
only gained a solid economic foundation, but it had built a
closed oligarchy with a political policy. The changes in price
during the next few years drove out of competition many
survivors of the small-farming free-labor system, and put the
slave régime in position to dictate the policy of the nation. The
zenith of the system and the first inevitable signs of decay
came in the years 1850-1860, when the rising price of cotton
threw the whole economic energy of the South into its
cultivation, leading to a terrible consumption of soil and
slaves, to a great increase in the size of plantations, and to
increasing power and effrontery on the part of the slave barons.
Finally, when a rising moral crusade conjoined with threatened
economic disaster, the oligarchy, encouraged by the state of the
cotton market, risked all on a political coup-d’état, which failed
in the war of 1861-1865.448

446. The prices cited are from Newmarch and Tooke, and refer to the London market. The average price in 1855-60 was about 7d.
447. From United States census reports.
448. Cf. United States census reports; and Olmsted, THE COTTON KINGDOM.
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Friend Anthony Benezet, a Quaker of Huguenot extraction, pointed out in OBSERVATIONS ON THE 
INſLAVING, IMPORTING AND PURCHAſING OF NEGROES. WITH SOME ADVICE THEREON, EXTRACTED FROM THE 
EPISTLE OF THE YEARLY-MEETING OF THE PEOPLE CALLED QUAKERS HELD AT LONDON IN THE YEAR 1748 (2d 
edition, printed in Germantown PA by Christopher Sower) that if buyers did not demand slaves, the supply 
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would end. “Without purchasers,” he argued, “there would be no trade; and consequently every purchaser as 

he encourages the trade, becomes partaker in the guilt of it.” He saw guilt existed on both sides of the Atlantic, 
for some Africans, it appeared, would “sell their own children, kindred, or neighbors.” Benezet applied 
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“Do unto others as you would have them do unto you” to enslavement. 

Since emancipation alone would not do the trick, Friend Anthony proposed schooling.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: In 1760 England, the chief slave-trading
nation, was sending on an average to Africa 163 ships annually,
with a tonnage of 18,000 tons, carrying exports to the value of
£163,818. Only about twenty of these ships regularly returned
to England. Most of them carried slaves to the West Indies, and
returned laden with sugar and other products. Thus may be formed
some idea of the size and importance of the slave-trade at that
time, although for a complete view we must add to this the trade
under the French, Portuguese, Dutch, and Americans. The trade
fell off somewhat toward 1770, but was flourishing again when
the Revolution brought a sharp and serious check upon it,
bringing down the number of English slavers, clearing, from 167
in 1774 to 28 in 1779, and the tonnage from 17,218 to 3,475 tons.
After the war the trade gradually recovered, and by 1786 had
reached nearly its former extent. In 1783 the British West
Indies received 16,208 Negroes from Africa, and by 1787 the
importation had increased to 21,023. In this latter year it was
estimated that the British were taking annually from Africa
38,000 slaves; the French, 20,000; the Portuguese, 10,000; the
Dutch and Danes, 6,000; a total of 74,000. Manchester alone sent
£180,000 annually in goods to Africa in exchange for Negroes.

NO-ONE’S LIFE IS EVER NOT DRIVEN PRIMARILY BY HAPPENSTANCE

“EMANCIPATION IN THE BRITISH WEST INDIES”: All the great geniuses of the
British senate, Fox, Pitt, Burke, Grenville, Sheridan, Grey,
Canning, ranged themselves on its side; the poet Cowper wrote for
it: Franklin, Jefferson, Washington, in this country, all
recorded their votes.

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE

xxxxxxxxxx “Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project
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In Rhode Island harbors during this year, it has been estimated by Alexander Boyd Hawes, 3 vessels were 
being fitted out for the international slave trade. If an average cargo of slaves was 109 –as we have estimated 
on the basis of a number of known cargos– then a total of 327 souls were transported during this year in Rhode 
Island bottoms alone. Examples of negreros being fitted out in Rhode Island for departure this year to engage 
in the international slave trade include the brig Abigail, carrying a cargo of 125 slaves, the sloop Industry, 
carrying a cargo of 104, and the schooner Little Polly, carrying 100.

Departure is different from arrival, of course, across the Middle Passage, and during this year the schooner 
Little Becky would be arriving in the harbor of Newport with a cargo of 96 –or, making no assumptions, what 
remained of an original cargo of 96– and although we do not know the name of the vessel or the number of 
human beings in its cargo, the vessel of Captain Carpenter also would be arriving in the harbor of Newport 
with slaves from the coast of Africa.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: In the individual efforts of the various
colonies to suppress the African slave-trade there may be traced
certain general movements. First, from 1638 to 1664, there was
a tendency to take a high moral stand against the traffic. This
is illustrated in the laws of New England, in the plans for the
settlement of Delaware and, later, that of Georgia, and in the
protest of the German Friends. The second period, from about
1664 to 1760, has no general unity, but is marked by statutes
laying duties varying in design from encouragement to absolute
prohibition, by some cases of moral opposition, and by the slow
but steady growth of a spirit unfavorable to the long
continuance of the trade. The last colonial period, from about
1760 to 1787, is one of pronounced effort to regulate, limit,
or totally prohibit the traffic. Beside these general movements,
there are many waves of legislation, easily distinguishable,
which rolled over several or all of the colonies at various
times, such as the series of high duties following the Assiento,
and the acts inspired by various Negro “plots.”
Notwithstanding this, the laws of the colonies before 1774 had
no national unity, the peculiar circumstances of each colony
determining its legislation. With the outbreak of the Revolution
came unison in action with regard to the slave-trade, as with
regard to other matters, which may justly be called national.
It was, of course, a critical period, — a period when, in the

An Anachronism:This illustration is an anachronism, since the act of the British Parliament that allowed slaves under transportation this much space would not come until June 17, 1788.
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rapid upheaval of a few years, the complicated and diverse
forces of decades meet, combine, act, and react, until the
resultant seems almost the work of chance. In the settlement of
the fate of slavery and the slave-trade, however, the real
crisis came in the calm that succeeded the storm, in that day
when, in the opinion of most men, the question seemed already
settled. And indeed it needed an exceptionally clear and
discerning mind, in 1787, to deny that slavery and the slave-
trade in the United States of America were doomed to early
annihilation. It seemed certainly a legitimate deduction from
the history of the preceding century to conclude that, as the
system had risen, flourished, and fallen in Massachusetts, New
York, and Pennsylvania, and as South Carolina, Virginia, and
Maryland were apparently following in the same legislative path,
the next generation would in all probability witness the last
throes of the system on our soil.
To be sure, the problem had its uncertain quantities. The
motives of the law-makers in South Carolina and Pennsylvania
were dangerously different; the century of industrial expansion
was slowly dawning and awakening that vast economic revolution
in which American slavery was to play so prominent and fatal a
rôle; and, finally, there were already in the South faint signs
of a changing moral attitude toward slavery, which would no
longer regard the system as a temporary makeshift, but rather
as a permanent though perhaps unfortunate necessity. With regard
to the slave-trade, however, there appeared to be substantial
unity of opinion; and there were, in 1787, few things to indicate
that a cargo of five hundred African slaves would openly be
landed in Georgia in 1860.
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In Newport, Rhode Island, some sailors were hanged for having been guilty of a mutiny at sea. 

Some of the Quaker group in Newport, including some of the elders and some of the ministers, were, however 
little superior in morality to such condemned persons, for they were not only slavemasters but also were still 
entangled in the international slave trade. For instance, at this point the Wanton family that would produce 
Stephen Wanton Gould was still engaging in this trade. Friend John Woolman wrote that he and his 
companions “in bowedness of spirit went to the Yearly Meeting at Newport, where I understood that a large 
number of slaves were imported from Africa and then on sale by a member of our Society.... At this time I had 
a feeling of the condition of Habakkuk as thus expressed: ‘When I heard, my belly trembled, my lips quivered, 
my appetite failed, and I grew outwardly weak. I trembled in myself that I might rest in the day of trouble.’ I 
had many cogitations and was sorely distressed.” Habakkuk 3:16 is of course a graphic description of the wrath 
of God; the verse concluding with “I sigh for the day of distress to dawn over my assailants.”

Friend John engaged in a successful effort to read in Yearly Meeting session a petition to the Rhode Island 
legislature to discourage the importation of slaves. Apparently he got through this with his customary delicate, 
compassionate, and forceful persuasion. Having been able to read the petition aloud in the hearing of Friends, 
he “felt easy to leave the essay amongst Friends, for them to proceed on it as they believed best.”

Then, however, the Yearly Meeting took up the question of lotteries, and Friend John evidently was not able 
to maintain his temperance. He reports that “The matter was zealously handled by some on both sides.... And 
in the heat of zeal, I once made reply to what an ancient Friend said, which when I sat down I saw that my 
words were not enough seasoned with charity, and after this I spake no more on the subject. ...Some time after 
... I, remaining uneasy with the manner of my speaking ... could not see my way clear to conceal my 
uneasiness, but was concerned that I might say nothing to weaken the cause in which I had laboured. And then 
after some close exercise and hearty repentance for that I had not attended closely to the safe guide, I stood up 
and ... acquainted Friends that though I dare not go from what I had said as to the matter, yet I was uneasy with 
the manner of my speaking, as believing milder language would have been better. As this was uttered in some 
degree of creaturely abasement, it appeared to have a good savor amongst us, after a warm debate.” Woolman 
had managed to rein in his anger and distress during his careful and skillful management of his antislavery 
petition, using the emotional energy to power his compassion, discernment, and charity toward the 
slaveholders themselves, but then during the discussion of lotteries his anger had slipped out. Following the 
general Meeting, however Woolman was able to meet with a number of slaveholding ministers, elders, 
overseers, and others, and was able to report that “My exercise was heavy and I was deeply bowed in spirit 
before the Lord, who was pleased to favour with the seasoning virtue of Truth, which wrought a tenderness 
amongst us, and the subject was mutually handled in a calm and peaceable spirit.”
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Visit, in Company with Samuel Eastburn, to Long Island, Rhode Island, Boston, etc. — 
Remarks on the Slave-Trade at Newport; also on Lotteries — Some Observations on the 
Island of Nantucket.

FOURTH Month, 1760. — Having for some time past felt a sympathy
in my mind with Friends eastward, I opened my concern in our
Monthly Meeting, and, obtaining a certificate, set forward on
the 17th of this month, in company with my beloved friend Samuel
Eastburn. We had meetings at Woodbridge, Rahway, and Plainfield,
and were at their Monthly Meeting of ministers and elders in
Rahway. We laboured under some discouragement, but through the
invisible power of truth our visit was made reviving to the
lowly-minded, with whom I felt a near unity of spirit, being
much reduced in my mind. We passed on and visited most of the
meetings on Long Island. It was my concern from day to day, to
say neither more nor less than what the Spirit of truth opened
in me, being jealous over myself lest I should say anything to
make my testimony look agreeable to that mind in people which
is not in pure obedience to the cross of Christ.
The spring of the ministry was often low, and through the
subjecting power of truth we were kept low with it; from place
to place they whose hearts were truly concerned for the cause
of Christ appeared to be comforted in our labours, and though
it was in general a time of abasement of the creature, yet,
through His goodness who is a helper of the poor, we had some
truly edifying seasons both in meetings and in families where
we tarried. Sometimes we found strength to labour earnestly with
the unfaithful, especially with those whose station in families
or in the Society was such that their example had a powerful
tendency to open the way for others to go aside from the purity
and soundness of the blessed truth.
At Jericho, on Long Island, I wrote home as follows: —

24th of the Fourth Month, 1760.
DEARLY BELOVED WIFE, — We are favoured with health; have
been at sundry meetings in East Jersey and on this
island. My mind hath been much in an inward, watchful
frame since I left thee, greatly desiring that our
proceedings may be singly in the will of our Heavenly
Father.
As the present appearance of things is not joyous, I
have been much shut up from outward cheerfulness,
remembering that promise, “Then shalt thou delight
thyself in the Lord”; as this from day to day has been
revived in my memory, I have considered that His
internal presence in our minds is a delight of all
others the most pure, and that the honest-hearted not
only delight in this, but in the effect of it upon them.
He regards the helpless and distressed, and reveals His
love to His children under affliction, who delight in
beholding His benevolence, and in feeling divine
charity moving in them. Of this I may speak a little,
for, though since I left you I have often an engaging
love and affection towards thee and my daughter and
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friends about home, and going out at this time, when
sickness is so great amongst you, is a trial upon me;
yet I often remember there are many widows and
fatherless, many who have poor tutors, many who have
evil examples before them, and many whose minds are in
captivity; for whose sake my heart is at times moved
with compassion, so that I feel my mind resigned to
leave you for a season, to exercise that gift which the
Lord hath bestowed on me, which though small compared
with some, yet in this I rejoice that I feel love
unfeigned towards my fellow-creatures. I recommend you
to the Almighty, who, I trust, cares for you, and under
a sense of His heavenly love remain,
Thy loving husband, J. W.

We crossed from the east end of Long Island to New London, about
thirty miles, in a large open boat; while we were out, the wind
rising high, the waves several times beat over us, so that to
me it appeared dangerous, but my mind was at that time turned
to Him who made and governs the deep, and my life was resigned
to Him; as He was mercifully pleased to preserve us, I had fresh
occasion to consider every day as a day lent to me, and felt a
renewed engagement to devote my time, and all I had, to Him who
gave it.
We had five meetings in Narraganset, and went thence to Newport
on Rhode Island. Our gracious Father preserved us in an humble
dependence on Him through deep exercises that were mortifying
to the creaturely will. In several families in the country where
we lodged, I felt an engagement on my mind to have a conference
with them in private, concerning their slaves; and through
divine aid I was favoured to give up thereto. Though in this
concern I differ from many whose service in travelling is, I
believe, greater than mine, yet I do not think hardly of them
for omitting it; I do not repine at having so unpleasant a task
assigned me, but look with awfulness to Him who appoints to His
servants their respective employments, and is good to all who
serve Him sincerely.
We got to Newport in the evening, and on the next day visited
two sick persons, with whom we had comfortable sittings, and in
the afternoon attended the burial of a Friend. The next day we
were at meetings at Newport, in the forenoon and afternoon; the
spring of the ministry was opened, and strength was given to
declare the Word of Life to the people.
The day following we went on our journey, but the great number
of slaves in these parts, and the continuance of that trade from
thence to Guinea, made a deep impression on me, and my cries
were often put up to my Heavenly Father in secret, that He would
enable me to discharge my duty faithfully in such way as He might
be pleased to point out to me.
We took Swansea, Freetown, and Taunton in our way to Boston,
where also we had a meeting; our exercise was deep, and the love
of truth prevailed, for which I bless the Lord. We went eastward
about eighty miles beyond Boston, taking meetings, and were in
a good degree preserved in an humble dependence on that arm which
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drew us out; and though we had some hard labour with the
disobedient, by laying things home and close to such as were
stout against the truth, yet through the goodness of God we had
at times to partake of heavenly comfort with those who were meek,
and were often favoured to part with Friends in the nearness of
true gospel fellowship. We returned to Boston and had another
comfortable opportunity with Friends there, and thence rode back
a day’s journey eastward of Boston. Our guide being a heavy man,
and the weather hot, my companion and I expressed our freedom
to go on without him, to which he consented, and we respectfully
took our leave of him; this we did as believing the journey would
have been hard to him and his horse.
In visiting the meetings in those parts we were measurably
baptized into a feeling of the state of the Society, and in
bowedness of spirit went to the Yearly Meeting at Newport, where
we met with John Storer from England, Elizabeth Shipley, Ann
Gaunt, Hannah Foster, and Mercy Redman, from our parts, all
ministers of the gospel, of whose company I was glad.
Understanding that a large number of slaves had been imported
from Africa into that town, and were then on sale by a member
of our Society, my appetite failed, and I grew outwardly weak,
and had a feeling of the condition of Habakkuk, as thus
expressed: “When I heard, my belly trembled, my lips quivered,
I trembled in myself, that I might rest in the day of trouble.”
I had many cogitations, and was sorely distressed. I was
desirous that Friends might petition the Legislature to use
their endeavours to discourage the future importation of slaves,
for I saw that this trade was a great evil, and tended to
multiply troubles, and to bring distresses on the people for
whose welfare my heart was deeply concerned. But I perceived
several difficulties in regard to petitioning, and such was the
exercise of my mind that I thought of endeavouring to get an
opportunity to speak a few words in the House of Assembly then
sitting in town.
This exercise came upon me in the afternoon on the second day
of the Yearly Meeting, and on going to bed I got no sleep till
my mind was wholly resigned thereto. In the morning I inquired
of a Friend how long the Assembly was likely to continue sitting,
who told me it was expected to be prorogued that day or the next.
As I was desirous to attend the business of the meeting, and
perceived the Assembly was likely to separate before the
business was over, after considerable exercise, humbly seeking
to the Lord for instruction, my mind settled to attend on the
business of the meeting; on the last day of which I had prepared
a short essay of a petition to be presented to the Legislature,
if way opened. And being informed that there were some appointed
by that Yearly Meeting to speak with those in authority on cases
relating to the Society, I opened my mind to several of them,
and showed them the essay I had made, and afterwards I opened
the case in the meeting for business, in substance as follows: —

I have been under a concern for some time on account of the great
number of slaves which are imported into this colony. I am aware
that it is a tender point to speak to, but apprehend I am not
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clear in the sight of Heaven without doing so. I have prepared
an essay of a petition to be presented to the Legislature, if
way open; and what I have to propose to this meeting is that
some Friends may be named to withdraw and look over it, and
report whether they believe it suitable to be read in the
meeting. If they should think well of reading it, it will remain
for the meeting to consider whether to take any further notice
of it, as a meeting, or not.

After a short conference some Friends went out, and, looking
over it, expressed their willingness to have it read, which
being done, many expressed their unity with the proposal, and
some signified that to have the subjects of the petition
enlarged upon, and signed out of meeting by such as were free,
would be more suitable than to do it there. Though I expected
at first that if it was done it would be in that way, yet such
was the exercise of my mind that to move it in the hearing of
Friends when assembled appeared to me as a duty, for my heart
yearned towards the inhabitants of these parts, believing that
by this trade there had been an increase of inquietude amongst
them, and way had been made for the spreading of a spirit
opposite to that meekness and humility which is a sure resting-
place for the soul; and that the continuance of this trade would
not only render their healing more difficult, but would increase
their malady.
Having proceeded thus far, I felt easy to leave the essay amongst
Friends, for them to proceed in it as they believed best. And
now an exercise revived in my mind in relation to lotteries,
which were common in those parts. I had mentioned the subject
in a former sitting of this meeting, when arguments were used
in favour of Friends being held excused who were only concerned
in such lotteries as were agreeable to law. And now, on moving
it again, it was opposed as before; but the hearts of some solid
Friends appeared to be united to discourage the practice amongst
their members, and the matter was zealously handled by some on
both sides. In this debate it appeared very clear to me that the
spirit of lotteries was a spirit of selfishness, which tended
to confuse and darken the understanding, and that pleading for
it in our meetings, which were set apart for the Lord’s work,
was not right. In the heat of zeal, I made reply to what an
ancient Friend said, and when I sat down I saw that my words
were not enough seasoned with charity. After this I spoke no
more on the subject. At length a minute was made, a copy of which
was to be sent to their several Quarterly Meetings, inciting
Friends to labour to discourage the practice amongst all
professing with us.
Some time after this minute was made I remained uneasy with the
manner of my speaking to the ancient Friend, and could not see
my way clear to conceal my uneasiness, though I was concerned
that I might say nothing to weaken the cause in which I had
laboured. After some close exercise and hearty repentence for
not having attended closely to the safe guide, I stood up, and,
reciting the passage, acquainted Friends that though I durst not
go from what I had said as to the matter, yet I was uneasy with
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the manner of my speaking, believing milder language would have
been better. As this was uttered in some degree of creaturely
abasement after a warm debate, it appeared to have a good savour
amongst us.
The Yearly Meeting being now over, there yet remained on my mind
a secret though heavy exercise, in regard to some leading active
members about Newport, who were in the practice of keeping
slaves. This I mentioned to two ancient Friends who came out of
the country, and proposed to them, if way opened, to have some
conversation with those members. One of them and I, having
consulted one of the most noted elders who had slaves, he, in a
respectful manner, encouraged me to proceed to clear myself of
what lay upon me. Near the beginning of the Yearly Meeting, I
had had a private conference with this said elder and his wife
concerning their slaves, so that the way seemed clear to me to
advise with him about the manner of proceeding.
I told him I was free to have a conference with them all together
in a private house; or, if he thought they would take it unkind
to be asked to come together, and to be spoken with in the
hearing of one another, I was free to spend some time amongst
them, and to visit them all in their own houses. He expressed
his liking to the first proposal, not doubting their willingness
to come together; and, as I proposed a visit to only ministers,
elders, and overseers, he named some others whom he desired
might also be present. A careful messenger being wanted to
acquaint them in a proper manner, he offered to go to all their
houses, to open the matter to them, — and did so. About the
eighth hour the next morning we met in the meeting-house
chamber, the last-mentioned country Friend, my companion, and
John Storer being with us. After a short time of retirement, I
acquainted them with the steps I had taken in procuring that
meeting, and opened the concern I was under, and we then
proceeded to a free conference upon the subject. My exercise was
heavy, and I was deeply bowed in spirit before the Lord, who was
pleased to favour with the seasoning virtue of truth, which
wrought a tenderness amongst us; and the subject was mutually
handled in a calm and peaceable spirit. At length, feeling my
mind released from the burden which I had been under, I took my
leave of them in a good degree of satisfaction; and by the
tenderness they manifested in regard to the practice, and the
concern several of them expressed in relation to the manner of
disposing of their negroes after their decease, I believed that
a good exercise was spreading amongst them: and I am humbly
thankful to God, who supported my mind and preserved me in a
good degree of resignation through these trials.
Thou who sometimes travellest in the work of the ministry, and
art made very welcome by thy friends, seest many tokens of their
satisfaction in having thee for their guest. It is good for thee
to dwell deep, that thou mayest feel and understand the spirits
of people. If we believe truth points towards a conference on
some subjects in a private way, it is needful for us to take
heed that their kindness, their freedom and affability, do not
hinder us from the Lord’s work. I have experienced that, in the
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midst of kindness and smooth conduct, to speak close and home
to them who entertain us, on points that relate to outward
interest, is hard labour. Sometimes, when I have felt truth lead
towards it, I have found myself disqualified by a superficial
friendship; and as the sense thereof hath abased me and my cries
have been to the Lord, so I have been humbled and made content
to appear weak, or as a fool for His sake; and thus a door hath
been opened to enter upon it. To attempt to do the Lord’s work
in our own way, and to speak of that which is the burden of the
Word in a way easy to the natural part, doth not reach the bottom
of the disorder. To see the failings of our friends, and think
hard of them, without opening that which we ought to open, and
still carry a face of friendship, tends to undermine the
foundation of true unity. The office of a minister of Christ is
weighty, and they who now go forth as watchmen have need to be
steadily on their guard against the snares of prosperity and an
outside friendship.
After the Yearly Meeting we were at meetings at Newtown,
Cushnet, Long Plain, Rochester, and Dartmouth. From thence we
sailed for Nantucket, in company with Ann Gaunt, Mercy Redman,
and several other Friends. The wind being slack we only reached
Tarpawling Cove the first day; where, going on shore, we found
room in a public-house, and beds for a few of us, — the rest
slept on the floor. We went on board again about break of day,
and though the wind was small, we were favoured to come within
about four miles of Nantucket; and then about ten of us got into
our boat and rowed to the harbour before dark; a large boat went
off and brought in the rest of the passengers about midnight.
The next day but one was their Yearly Meeting, which held four
days, the last of which was their Monthly Meeting for business.
We had a labourious time amongst them; our minds were closely
exercised, and I believe it was a time of great searching of
heart. The longer I was on the island the more I became sensible
that there was a considerable number of valuable Friends there,
though an evil spirit, tending to strife, had been at work
amongst them. I was cautious of making any visits except as my
mind was particularly drawn to them; and in that way we had some
sittings in Friends’ houses, where the heavenly wing was at
times spread over us, to our mutual comfort. My beloved
companion had very acceptable service on this island.
When meeting was over, we all agreed to sail the next day if the
weather was suitable and we were well; and being called up the
latter part of the night, about fifty of us went on board a
vessel; but, the wind changing, the seamen thought best to stay
in the harbour till it altered, so we returned on shore. Feeling
clear as to any further visits, I spent my time in my chamber,
chiefly alone; and after some hours, my heart being filled with
the spirit of supplication, my prayers and tears were poured out
before my Heavenly Father for His help and instruction in the
manifold difficulties which attended me in life. While I was
waiting upon the Lord, there came a messenger from the women
Friends who lodged at another house, desiring to confer with us
about appointing a meeting, which to me appeared weighty, as we
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had been at so many before; but after a short conference, and
advising with some elderly Friends, a meeting was appointed, in
which the Friend who first moved it, and who had been much shut
up before, was largely opened in the love of the gospel. The
next morning about break of day going again on board the vessel,
we reached Falmouth on the Main before night, where our horses
being brought, we proceeded towards Sandwich Quarterly Meeting.
Being two days in going to Nantucket, and having been there once
before, I observed many shoals in their bay, which make sailing
more dangerous, especially in stormy nights; also, that a great
shoal which encloses their harbour prevents the entrance of
sloops except when the tide is up. Waiting without for the rising
of the tide is sometimes hazardous in storms, and by waiting
within they sometimes miss a fair wind. I took notice that there
was on that small island a great number of inhabitants, and the
soil not very fertile, the timber being so gone that for vessels,
fences, and firewood, they depend chiefly on buying from the
Main, for the cost whereof, with most of their other expenses,
they depend principally upon the whale fishery.449

I also encouraged the young women to continue their neat, decent
way of attending themselves on the affairs of the house;
showing, as the way opened, that where people were truly humble,
used themselves to business, and were content with a plain way
of life, they had ever had more true peace and calmness of mind
than they who, aspiring to greatness and outward show, have
grasped hard for an income to support themselves therein. And
as I observed they had so few or no slaves, I had to encourage
them to be content without them, making mention of the numerous
troubles and vexations which frequently attended the minds of
the people who depend on slaves to do their labour.
We attended the Quarterly Meeting at Sandwich, in company with
Ann Gaunt and Mercy Redman, which was preceded by a Monthly
Meeting, and in the whole held three days. We were in various
ways exercised amongst them, in gospel love, according to the
several gifts bestowed on us, and were at times overshadowed
with the virtue of truth, to the comfort of the sincere and
stirring up of the negligent. Here we parted with Ann and Mercy,
and went to Rhode Island, taking one meeting in our way, which
was a satisfactory time. Reaching Newport the evening before
their Quarterly Meeting, we attended it, and after that had a
meeting with our young people, separated from those of other
societies. We went through much labour in this town; and now,
in taking leave of it, though I felt close inward exercise to
the last, I found inward peace, and was in some degree comforted

449. I considered that as towns grew larger, and lands near navigable waters were more cleared, it would require more labour to get 
timber and wood. I understood that the whales, being much hunted and sometimes wounded and not killed, grow more shy and 
difficult to come at. I considered that the formation of the earth, the seas, the islands, bays, and rivers, the motions of the winds and 
great waters, which cause bars and shoals in particular places, were all the works of Him who is perfect wisdom and goodness; and 
as people attend to His heavenly instruction, and put their trust in Him, He provides for them in all parts where he gives them a 
being; and as in this visit to these people I felt a strong desire for their firm establishment on the sure foundation, besides what was 
said more publicly, I was concerned to speak with the women Friends in their Monthly Meeting of business, many being present, 
and in the fresh spring of pure love to open before them the advantage, both inwardly and outwardly, of attending singly to the pure 
guidance of the Holy Spirit, and therein to educate their children in true humility and the disuse of all superfluities. I reminded them 
of the difficulties their husbands and sons were frequently exposed to at sea, and that the more plain and simple their way of living 
was the less need there would be of running great hazards to support them.
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in a belief that a good number remain in that place who retain
a sense of truth, and that there are some young people attentive
to the voice of the Heavenly Shepherd. The last meeting, in which
Friends from the several parts of the quarter came together, was
a select meeting, and through the renewed manifestation of the
Father’s love the hearts of the sincere were united together.450

From Newport we went to Greenwich, Shanticut, and Warwick, and
were helped to labour amongst Friends in the love of our gracious
Redeemer. Afterwards, accompanied by our friend John Casey from
Newport, we rode through Connecticut to Oblong, visited the
meetings in those parts, and thence proceeded to the Quarterly
Meeting at Ryewoods. Through the gracious extendings of divine
help, we had some seasoning opportunities in those places. We
also visited Friends at New York and Flushing, and thence to
Rahway. Here our roads parting, I took leave of my beloved
companion and true yokemate Samuel Eastburn, and reached home
the 10th of Eighth Month, where I found my family well. For the
favours and protection of the Lord, both inward and outward,
extended to me in this journey, my heart is humbled in grateful
acknowledgments, and I find renewed desires to dwell and walk
in resignedness before Him.

February: At Cape Coast Road on the coast of Africa, Captain Peter James’s Little Becky was being loaded with 96 
Gold Coast slaves, purchased to be retailed by Peleg Thurston of Newport, Rhode Island.451

450. The poverty of spirit and inward weakness, with which I was much tried the fore part of this journey, has of late appeared to 
me a dispensation of kindness. Appointing meetings never appeared more weighty to me, and I was led into a deep search whether 
in all things my mind was resigned to the will of God; often querying with myself what should be the cause of such inward poverty, 
and greatly desiring that no secret reserve in my heart might hinder my access to the divine fountain. In these humbling times I was 
made watchful, and excited to attend to the secret movings of the heavenly principle in my mind, which prepared the way to some 
duties, that, in more easy and prosperous times as to the outward, I believe I should have been in danger of omitting.

No image of Friend John ever was made

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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Early June: His consignment of 96 new slaves from the Gold Coast having arrived safe and sound aboard the Little 
Becky, Peleg Thurston proceeded to retail them from his wharf in Newport, Rhode Island.
This was being advertised as far away as Boston. It must have been quite a sight.

July 3, Tuesday: The Newport, Rhode Island gazette The Mercury announced the arrival of Captain Carpenter with a 
cargo of slaves from the coast of Africa.

Silas Lee was born in Concord, a son of Dr. Joseph Lee and Mary Woodhouse Lee, and younger brother of 
Joseph Lee and Samuel Lee (he would graduate at Harvard College in 1784).

NEVER READ AHEAD! TO APPRECIATE JULY 3D, 1760 AT ALL ONE 
MUST APPRECIATE IT AS A TODAY (THE FOLLOWING DAY, TOMORROW, 
IS BUT A PORTION OF THE UNREALIZED FUTURE AND IFFY AT BEST).

451. An African record indicates somewhat more slaves than this, and the difference may reflect a number of privileged slaves taken 
along to assist in the management and care of the cargo slaves. (Although today we can afford to have rather simplified notions of 
the condition, slavery was in its reality a complex institution which involved a number of levels.)

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE

xxxxxxxxxx “Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf
mailto:Kouroo@kouroo.info?subject=Contribution to Kouroo Contexture
mailto:kouroo@kouroo.info subject=Contribution to Kouroo Contexture


TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY

HDT WHAT? INDEX
Although by his marriage he had gained control over 17,000 acres of farmland and 286 slaves (this man had 
previously owned only 30 human beings), and although he had harvested and shipped his first cash crop, 
George Washington had gone deep into debt — because the British buyers had been unimpressed by the quality 
of his tobacco.

A Quaker counted a total of 1,027 Quaker families in Rhode Island, including Nantucket Island, and a total of 
1,146 Quaker families living elsewhere in New England. Despite the continuing ownership of slaves by 
Quaker families, at this point those who traded in slaves were being disowned.

1761

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
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In Rhode Island harbors during this year, it has been estimated by Alexander Boyd Hawes, some 5 vessels were 
being fitted out for the international slave trade. If an average cargo of slaves was 109 –as we have estimated 
on the basis of a number of known cargos– then a total of 645 souls were transported during this year in Rhode 
Island bottoms alone. Examples from this year include the Rhode Island sloop Africa carrying a cargo of 60 
slaves, the brig Charming Abigail carrying a cargo of 145, the sloop Diamond carrying 79, again the sloop 
Diamond again carrying 79 (?), the sloop Dolphin carrying 94, the sloop Prince George carrying 40, the sloop 
Sally carrying 130, and the sloop Three Friends carrying 73.

Captain Nichols of Boston lost 40 of the slaves of a cargo due to a revolt, but managed to save his vessel.

March 14, Saturday: Pennsylvania levied a £10 duty “on Negroes and Mulattoe slaves, imported into this province.”

“An Act for laying a duty on Negroes and Mulattoe slaves,
imported into this province.” Continued in 1768; repealed (or
disallowed) in 1780. Carey and Bioren, LAWS, I. 371, 451; ACTS OF
ASSEMBLY (ed. 1782), page 149; COLONIAL RECORDS (1852), VIII. 576.

April 22, Wednesday: Amplifying its act of March 14th that had levied a £10 duty “on Negroes and Mulattoe slaves, 
imported into this province,” Pennsylvania’s Prohibitive Duty Act.

“A Supplement to an act, entituled An Act for laying a duty on
Negroes and Mulattoe slaves, imported into this province.”
Continued in 1768. Carey and Bioren, LAWS, I. 371, 451; Bettle,
NOTICES OF NEGRO SLAVERY, in PENN. HIST. SOC. MEM. (1864), I. 388-9.

June 23, Tuesday: According to The Mercury of Newport, Rhode Island, there was a consignment of slaves “just 
imported from Africa” at the wharf of Captain Samuel Holmes — just waiting for good white families in good 
colonial homes to realize how very much they would benefit from their services.

SERVILE INSURRECTION
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August 3, Monday: In the Boston Evening Post appeared a rather unusual sort of advertisement:452

452. For this and other such maps: http://hitchcock.itc.virginia.edu/Slavery/search.html

To Be Sold
A parcel of likely Negroes, imported from Africa, cheap
for cash, or short credit; Enquire of John Avery, at
his house next Door to the White-Horse, or at a Store
adjoining to said Avery’s Distill House, at the South
End, near the South Market; Also, if any Persons have
any Negro men, strong and hearty, tho’ not of the best
moral character, which are proper Subjects for
Transportation, may have an exchange for small
Negroes.
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The ship that had brought this parcel of likely Negroes on the Middle Passage had been the Phillis.

The thing that was unusual about this particular sad occasion was that one of the “small Negroes” who were 
traded out in this way for a black male adult who had proven to be too dignified or otherwise too unmanageable 
and was thus to be sent “down the river” to be worked to death in a labor gang in the fields, was a little girl 
about seven years old, wearing only a piece of old carpet tied about her waist, a genius, who would grow up 
to be Phillis Wheatley, the poet, so named in honor of the ship that had brought her and the white family that 
had bought her. She would be able to learn English in just 16 months. She would later become a student of 
Latin. She would be writing poetry by age 12 or 13. Thank God this little girl was a genius! –It was her hot 
ticket to being treated almost as a human being.
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In Rhode Island harbors as a whole during this year, it has been estimated by Alexander Boyd Hawes, some 
19 vessels were being fitted out for the international slave trade.  For instance (although it is possible that these 
should be carried under the year 1761), Captain Taylor took the brig Royal Charlotte toward the Africa coast, 
Captain Nathaniel Roads was in the schooner Success, Captains Pinnegar, Gardner, Heffernan, Caleb Gardner, 
Carpenter, and Peter Allan were at Anamaboe when John Harwood or Howard left there in May, Captain 
Wanton brought a cargo of slaves to the island of Guadalupe, Captain John Allen’s brig Molly arrived on the 
coast of Virginia from Africa during October, and then there were mentions of Captains Larsher and Durfee. 
If an average cargo of slaves was 109 –as we have estimated on the basis of a number of known cargos– then 
a total of better than 2,000 souls were transported during this year in Rhode Island bottoms alone. Examples 
from this year include the Rhode Island ship Friendship, carrying a cargo of 150 slaves, the brig Greyhound, 
carrying a cargo of 150, the schooner Little Betsey, carrying 64, the sloop Prince Shebro, carrying 70, the sloop 
Rebecca & Joseph, carrying 70, the brig Royal Charlotte, carrying 70, the sloop Three Friends, carrying 75, 
and a brig of unknown name, carrying 75.

1762
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In about this year New Jersey adopted a duty of prohibitive proportions against the importation into the 
province of any further “Negroes and Mulatto Slaves.” (We suspect that this enactment was subsequently 
disallowed by Great Britain.)

“An Act for laying a duty on Negroes and Mulatto Slaves Imported
into this Province.” Disallowed (?) by Great Britain. N.J.
ARCHIVES, IX. 345-6, 383, 447, 458.

June 16, Thursday: According to The Mercury of Newport, Rhode Island, the brig Royal Charlotte was in port with a 
consignment of slaves from the Gold Coast of Africa, men, women, boys, and girls currently being offered for 
sale to the discerning customer:453

On Thursday last arriv’d from the Coast of AFRICA, the Brig Royal
Charlotte, with a Parcel of extremely fine, healthy, well-limb’d
Gold Coast SLAVES. Men, Women, Boys, and Girls. Gentlemen in Town
and Country have now an Opportunity to furnish themselves with
such as will suit them. Those that want, are desired to apply
very speedily, or they will lose the Advantage of supplying
themselves. They are to be seen on board the Vessel at Taylor’s
Wharf.

Apply to Thomas Teekle Taylor Samuel and William Vernon.
N.B. Those that remain on Hand will be shipt off very soon.

1763

453. I bet you’ve looked at this idealized master plan for the benevolent negrero ship a thousand times and never realized what it 
had to tell you about gender segregation aboard such a vessel!

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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November 26: The colony of Maryland imposed an additional £2 duty in “An Act for imposing an additional Duty of 
Two Pounds per Poll on all Negroes Imported into this Province.”

§ 1. All persons importing Negroes by land or water into this
province, shall at the time of entry pay to the naval officer
the sum of two pounds, current money, over and above the duties
now payable by law, for every Negro so imported or brought in,
on forfeiture of £10 current money for every Negro so brought
in and not paid for. One half of the penalty is to go to the
informer, the other half to the use of the county schools. The
duty shall be collected, accounted for, and paid by the naval
officers, in the same manner as former duties on Negroes.

§ 2. But persons removing from any other of his Majesty’s
dominions in order to settle and reside within this province,
may import their slaves for carrying on their proper occupations
at the time of removal, duty free.

§ 3. Importers of Negroes, exporting the same within two months
of the time of their importation, on application to the naval
officer shall be paid the aforesaid duty. Bacon, LAWS, 1763, ch.
xxviii.

stored coincidentally
the crew’s sleeping
ters.

Girls, stored coincide
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December 2, Friday, Chanukah: Dedication of the 1st synagogue in New England, the Touro Synagogue of 
congregation K.K. Yeshuat Israel, the Holy Congregation of the Salvation of Israel, in Newport, Rhode Island 
(this congregation had actually been in existence on Aquidneck Island since 1658).454

The Reverend Ezra Stiles noticed that the only furniture in the place was the wainscoting, but that this was 
adequate seating since there were only about eighty in the congregation. Presumably by “wainscoting” the 
Congregational reverend was referring to the wooden bench structures built into the walls.

(Some of the Jews of this synagogue, like some of their Christian neighbors such as the Quakers, next door up 
the hill, engaged in the international slave trade. In general, in Rhode Island harbors as a whole during this 
year, it has been estimated by Alexander Boyd Hawes, some 17-20 vessels were being fitted out for the coast 
of Africa. For instance, Captain Ferguson arrived on that coast some time before September. If an average 
cargo of slaves was 109 –as we have estimated on the basis of a number of known cargos– then a total of more 
than 1,850 souls were transported during this year in Rhode Island bottoms alone. Examples from this year 
include the Rhode Island snow Adventure carrying a cargo of 150 slaves, the brig Diamond carrying a cargo 

454. It would not, until a much later timeframe, be referred to as the Touro Synagogue. After their synagogue building, in what had 
become the bad part of town, had been deconsecrated, the dilapidated empty structure, under a caretaker who was a Quaker, would 
perhaps find use occasionally, surreptitiously, as free temporary accommodations for escaping slaves as a station on the 
Underground Railroad (the word “perhaps” is used because no evidence whatever has ever been produced and, most likely, this has 
been pious wishful thinking). The edifice would be designated a national historical site in 1946. —When you visit, and are proudly 
shown the must-see secret hiding hole underneath the lectern, try to be discrete and polite and do not complicate matters (Boo!) by 
inquiring about participation in the international slave trade.
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of 120, the schooner Kitty carrying 70, the schooner Little Sally carrying 60, the sloop Salisbury carrying 90, 
the sloop Three Friends carrying 78, the sloop Wydah carrying 60, a schooner of unknown name carrying 120, 
a schooner of unknown name carrying 72, a schooner of unknown name carrying 90, and a schooner of 
unknown name carrying 90.)

Isaac Touro (“de Toro”) was officiating as Cantor.

He would be the first rabbi. It had been he, presumably, who had provided, from memory, the design of the 
Portuguese Sephardic Synagogue of Amsterdam. The structure had been faced so that the congregation as it 
turned toward the Aron Kodesh would be turning toward Mizrah. The main floor was for men and the gallery 
for women.

JUDAISM
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Summer: Captain Esek Hopkins, who would become the 1st Commodore of the US Navy, on behalf of the firm of 
Nicholas Brown and Company of Providence, was fitting out the square-rigged brigantine Sally at Newport 
for a slaving voyage to the Guinea coast of Africa. Enormous profits were being anticipated, for if a big cargo 
of a couple of hundred healthy young human beings could be delivered from the slave castles on the coast of 
Africa, where they could be obtained on the cheap in exchange for Rhode Island rum, to the sugar plantations 
of the West Indies, the profit for a single voyage might run up toward several hundred thousand pounds.

In general, in Rhode Island harbors alone during this year, it has been estimated by Alexander Boyd Hawes, 
some 20 vessels were being fitted out for the international slave trade. If an average cargo of slaves was 109 
–as we have estimated on the basis of a number of known cargos– then a total of 2,180 souls were transported 
during this year in Rhode Island bottoms alone. Examples from this year include the Rhode Island brig Betsey 
carrying a cargo of 120 slaves, the Friendship carrying a cargo of 180, the brig Osprey carrying 100, and the 
Polly carrying 160.

1764

THE MIDDLE PASSAGE
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July 6, Wednesday: A preserved gazette advertisement tells us that the sloop Elizabeth had juft arrived at the port of 
Newport on Aquidneck Island in the colony of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, from the coast of 
Africa, bearing a number of healthy Negro boys and girls, who would be offered for fale by John Miller at his 
houfe or store:

Likewife available to be fold at the houfe or store of John Miller was a consignment of snuff.

The Middle Passage of this vessel, from the coast of Africa to the coast of America, had required 55 days.

(Was there any difference between selling boys and girls, and selling snuff? Well, yes, there was, there was for 
instance the issue of the health, which is to say, the varying quality, of boys and girls, an issue which seems 
not to arise in the case of the snuff, and there was the issue of quantity of sale, in that the snuff was to be 
wholesaled either by the cafk or by the dozen whereas human beings would of course be vended individually.)

August 25, Saturday: The colony of South Carolina levied an additional £100 head tax upon the first purchasers of all 
Negroes hereafter imported.

“An Act for laying an additional duty upon all Negroes hereafter
to be imported into this Province, for the time therein
mentioned, to be paid by the first purchasers of such Negroes.”
Cooper, STATUTES, IV 187.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: South Carolina had the largest and most
widely developed slave-trade of any of the continental colonies.
This was owing to the character of her settlers, her nearness
to the West Indian slave marts, and the early development of
certain staple crops, such as rice, which were adapted to slave
labor.455 Moreover, this colony suffered much less interference
from the home government than many other colonies; thus it is
possible here to trace the untrammeled development of slave-
trade restrictions in a typical planting community.
As early as 1698 the slave-trade to South Carolina had reached
such proportions that it was thought that “the great number of
negroes which of late have been imported into this Collony may
endanger the safety thereof.” The immigration of white servants

455. Cf. Hewatt, HISTORICAL ACCOUNT OF S. CAROLINA AND GEORGIA (1779), I. 120 ff.; reprinted in S.C. HIST. COLL. (1836), I. 
108 ff.
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was therefore encouraged by a special law.456 Increase of
immigration reduced this disproportion, but Negroes continued
to be imported in such numbers as to afford considerable revenue
from a moderate duty on them. About the time when the Assiento
was signed, the slave-trade so increased that, scarcely a year
after the consummation of that momentous agreement, two heavy
duty acts were passed, because “the number of Negroes do
extremely increase in this Province, and through the afflicting
providence of God, the white persons do not proportionately
multiply, by reason whereof, the safety of the said Province is
greatly endangered.”457 The trade, however, by reason of the
encouragement abroad and of increased business activity in
exporting naval stores at home, suffered scarcely any check,
although repeated acts, reciting the danger incident to a “great
importation of Negroes,” were passed, laying high duties.458

Finally, in 1717, an additional duty of £40,459 although due in
depreciated currency, succeeded so nearly in stopping the trade
that, two years later, all existing duties were repealed and one
of £10 substituted.460 This continued during the time of
resistance to the proprietary government, but by 1734 the
importation had again reached large proportions. “We must
therefore beg leave,” the colonists write in that year, “to
inform your Majesty, that, amidst our other perilous
circumstances, we are subject to many intestine dangers from the
great number of negroes that are now among us, who amount at
least to twenty-two thousand persons, and are three to one of
all your Majesty’s white subjects in this province.
Insurrections against us have been often attempted.”461 In 1740
an insurrection under a slave, Cato, at Stono, caused such
widespread alarm that a prohibitory duty of £100 was immediately
laid.462 Importation was again checked; but in 1751 the colony
sought to devise a plan whereby the slightly restricted
immigration of Negroes should provide a fund to encourage the
importation of white servants, “to prevent the mischiefs that
may be attended by the great importation of negroes into this
Province.”463 Many white servants were thus encouraged to settle
in the colony; but so much larger was the influx of black slaves
that the colony, in 1760, totally prohibited the slave-trade.
This act was promptly disallowed by the Privy Council and the
governor reprimanded;464 but the colony declared that “an
importation of negroes, equal in number to what have been

456. Cooper, STATUTES AT LARGE OF S. CAROLINA, II. 153.
457. The text of the first act is not extant: cf. Cooper, STATUTES, III. 56. For the second, see Cooper, VII. 365, 367.
458. Cf. Grimké, PUBLIC LAWS OF S. CAROLINA, page xvi, No. 362; Cooper, STATUTES, II. 649. Cf. also GOVERNOR JOHNSON TO 
THE BOARD OF TRADE, Jan. 12, 1719-20; reprinted in Rivers, EARLY HISTORY OF S. CAROLINA (1874), App., xii.
459. Cooper, STATUTES, VII. 368.
460. Cooper, STATUTES, III. 56.
461. From a memorial signed by the governor, President of the Council, and Speaker of the House, dated April 9, 1734, printed in 
Hewatt, HISTORICAL ACCOUNT OF S. CAROLINA AND GEORGIA (1779), II. 39; reprinted in S.C. Hist. Coll. (1836), I. 305-6. Cf. N.C. 
COL. REC., II. 421.
462. Cooper, STATUTES, III. 556; Grimké, PUBLIC LAWS, page xxxi, No. 694. Cf. Ramsay, HISTORY OF S. CAROLINA, I. 110.
463. Cooper, STATUTES, III. 739.
464. The text of this law has not been found. Cf. Burge, COMMENTARIES ON COLONIAL AND FOREIGN LAWS, I. 737, note; Stevens, 
HISTORY OF GEORGIA, I. 286. See instructions of the governor of New Hampshire, June 30, 1761, in Gordon, HISTORY OF THE 
AMERICAN REVOLUTION, I. letter 2.
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imported of late years, may prove of the most dangerous
consequence in many respects to this Province, and the best way
to obviate such danger will be by imposing such an additional
duty upon them as may totally prevent the evils.”465 A
prohibitive duty of £100 was accordingly imposed in 1764.466 This
duty probably continued until the Revolution.

November 13, Tuesday: The Sally having arrived in African waters near Bissau on the Windward Coast of Africa 
between the Gambia River to the north and Cape Mount to the south, on this day Captain Esek Hopkins made 
contact with a local chieftain, Alkade, and made him an introductory present of three gallons of triple-distilled 
potent spirits of rum.

During the following month negotiations for permission to trade in new slaves would be becoming more 
intense, with the white Captain going ashore again and again to meet the black king “under the palaver tree.”

Carried 5 kegs 14 flask of rum and paid the king 75 gallons for
his customs and received a cow as a present.

465. Cooper, STATUTES, IV. 187.
466. This duty avoided the letter of the English instructions by making the duty payable by the first purchasers, and not by the 
importers. Cf. Cooper, STATUTES, IV. 187.
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In Rhode Island harbors during this year, it has been estimated by Alexander Boyd Hawes, some 19 vessels 
were fitted out for the international slave trade. If an average cargo of slaves was 109 –as we have estimated 
on the basis of a number of known cargos– then a total of more than 2,000 souls were being transported during 
this year in Rhode Island bottoms alone. Examples from this year include the Rhode Island ship King George, 
carrying a cargo of 200 slaves, the brig Othello,467 carrying a cargo of 56, and a brig of unknown name 
carrying 100.

In addition, three vessels brought in slaves, evidently for sale in Newport. They were the sloop Hope (I hope 
they don’t sell me to some nasty white man!), captained by Nathaniel Mumford, the sloop Three Friends, 
captained by Captain Toman, and the sloop Fanny, captained by Owen Morris.

(We know that during September of this year, Captain Scofield was reported as having his ship in the vicinity 
of Cape Mount.)

Meanwhile, someone who had once upon a time been brought over on a Rhode Island ship, at the age of 36, 
after an African boyhood followed by almost 30 years as an American slave, Venture Smith managed to 
complete enough of the £85 series of payments to his free black friend, by earning money on outside jobs and 
by selling produce he grew, so that Colonel Oliver Smith agreed to “eat” the remaining balance and settle for 
£71 2s. He relocated from Stonington, Connecticut to Paumanok Long Island, New York. He would make his 
living on Long Island primarily by chopping and cording wood, transporting some of this wood to Rhode 
Island (his ax is said to have been a large one, weighing nine pounds, appropriately sized for such a large man).

Being 36 years old, I left Colonel Smith. My wife and children
were yet in bondage. I spent [my next four years on Long Island,]
working for various people. In [these] years, what wood I cut
amounted to several thousand cords, and the money which I earned
I laid up carefully. I bought nothing which I did not absolutely
want. Expensive gatherings of my mates I shunned, and all kinds
of luxuries I was a stranger to.

1765

467. Othello, what a strange name for a negrero vessel during an era in which, in presentations of Shakespeare’s play, the title role 
was of necessity being performed by an American white man wearing dark body makeup! –Obviously, some Shakespeare nut in 
Rhode Island had a considerable sense of humor! –What’s next, the brigantine Gen. Nat Turner?
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TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY

HDT WHAT? INDEX

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY

HDT WHAT? INDEX
The Brown Brothers of Providence, Rhode Island, richie rich, were accustomed to treating persons as things. 
They routinely had no qualms about exchanging things for persons, and persons for things:

Thus we should treat it as no aberration, no fluke, no mere unfortunate happenstance, that in this year their 
negrero brigantine Sally experienced difficulties. (When you are accustomed to treating persons as things and 
vicey versa, for instance treating persons as cargo, cargo being something that is sometimes damaged in transit, 
you can expect that some of the persons you are dealing in will be damaged or lost in transit. It goes without 
saying.) For the papers of the Sally, Governor Stephen Hopkins had used the blank back of a pass that had been 
issued by the British admiralty in regard to another vessel on another voyage quite completed. The front of the 
parchment having been used, the back was available as colonial document paper. I have inspected that 
parchment and its seals; it is very much the worse for wear and is now preserved at the John Carter Brown 
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Library at Brown University. It reads like this:

Of the 167 Africans she was transporting in chains, 109 were lost.468

The duty of sixpence the gallon which had been imposed upon molasses from the sugar islands of the 
Caribbean, which had spawned a vast American smuggling trade, was lowered to threepence the gallon, but, 
horror of horrors, steps were taken to actually collect the new lowered duty. Now, Americans could stand any 
level of taxation — so long as it was not collected! Bear in mind here that in the “triangular trade” it was profits 
from contraband molasses which were fueling the purchase of slaves from Africa to work in the canefields. 
Thus when Americans began to protest this lowered but collected duty and assert their ancient English 
liberties, quote ancient English liberties unquote, precisely what they were asserting was their uncoercible 
freedom to buy and sell human beings.

March 17, Sunday: There was a passenger revolt aboard the brigantine Hope469 while it was bringing slaves from the 
coast of Senegal and Gambia to Connecticut. How did that happen? –Well, the captain, who had beaten several 
of his crewmen, had been killed and his body thrown overboard, and so the black cargo, seeing such discord 
among their captors, figured they maybe had a chance. In their revolt they killed one crew member and 
wounded several others. On this day their revolt was suppressed by killing seven of them.

468. The other ships were the Mary and the Wheel of Fortune. To repel pirates, the Sally carried 7 swivel guns and a keg of 
powder, two pairs of ship pistols, 8 “small Arms,” 2 “Blunder Bursers,” and 13 “Cutleshes,” and to keep the male Africans under 
control, also, 3 long chains with a dozen “pad Locks,” 40 “hand Cufs,” and 40 “Shekels.” We can infer that this ship was not named 
in honor of Sally Hemings, President Thomas Jefferson’s common-law wife/real-law slave, and mother of a number of his children 
— as she had not yet been born.
469. “Hope” is the motto of Rhode Island, as in “I hope to make a profit from this human flesh.” 
Do you suppose this slaver bound for the coast of Connecticut might have been a Rhode Island vessel???

Uç à{x [ÉÇÉÜtuÄx fàxÑ{xÇ [ÉÑ~|ÇáXáÖâ|Üx? ZÉäxÜÇÉÜ? tÇw VÉÅtÇwxÜ [sic] |Ç V{|xy Éy à{x VÉÄÉÇç Éy e{Éwx \áÄtÇwA vxÜà|yç à{tà à{|á Wtç \ wxÄ|äxÜxw à{|á ctyá àÉ Xyx~ [ÉÑ~|Çá `táàxÜ Éy à{x UÜ|ztÇà|Çx
tÄÄç ÉycÜÉä|wxÇvx |Ç át|wVÉÄÉÇç Éye{Éwx\áÄtÇw Éy à{xUâÜà{xÇ Éy ÉÇx[âÇwÜxw tÇw àãxÇàç y|äxg
âÇàxw ã|à{f|åZâÇá tÇw Çtä|ztàxw ã|à{ yÉâÜàxxÇ`xÇ? tÄÄfâu}xvàá Éy[|áUÜ|àtÇÇ|v`t}xáàçe{É

áÄtÇw uâ|Äà? tÇw uÉâÇw yÉÜ TyÜ|vt tÇw à{x jxáà \Çw|xáA YÉÜ ã{|v{ ctyá à{x át|w `táàxÜ {tà{ z|äx
ÉÇw tÇw àt~xÇ à{x [hole in parchment]btà{ àÉ xÇà|àÄx {|Å àÉfâv{ctyá à{xÜx ux|Çz t Çxã [??]|Ç át|wVÉÄÉZ|äxÇ âÇwxÜ Åç [tÇw tÇw fxtÄ tà TÜÅx [??] tà e{Éwx \áÄtÇw à{|á x|z{à{ Wtç Éy

fxÑàxÅuxÜ ÉÇx g{ÉâátÇw fxäxÇ [âÇwÜxw tÇw f|åàç yÉâÜ? tÇw |Ç à{x yÉâÜà{ lxtÜ Éy [|á
`t}xáàçá ex|zÇ ZxÉÜzx à{x à{|Üw ^|Çz Éy ZÜxtà UÜ|àt|Ç9vA

fàxÑ[ÉÑ~|Çá 
((Tax Stamp with “68” and “GR” and a cro
and a quite large and ornate “GR”))

THE BROWN BROTHERS

THE MIDDLE PASSAGE

SLAVERY

TRIANGULAR TRADE

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY

HDT WHAT? INDEX
March 21, Thursday: According to an advertisement in the New-York Gazette, a Likely Negro Fellow who was said 
to be an extraordinary good cook, was “for want of Employ” in need of getting himself a new owner. 
This person, a 25-year-old probably, was said to understand setting or tending a table very well, and likewise 
was able at all kinds of housework such as washing, scouring, scrubbing, etc.

(Also being offered for sale was a Negro Wench who was this Likely Negro Fellow’s wife, born in the city of 
New-York, a 17-year-old probably, who like her husband understood all sorts of housework. The ad refrains 
from stating, but one gets the idea that the seller would be looking to vend these slaves as a matched set and 
would only reluctantly sell them off separately if it were possible in that way to realize a greater return on his 
investment.)

August 15, Thursday: The Pennsylvania Journal carried an advertisement to the effect that 70 new slaves of various 
ages and genders had just been conveyed over the Middle Passage from the Gold Coast of Africa in the ship 
Granby, Joseph Blewer master, and could be had either for cash or for country produce: 
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August 20, Tuesday: Aboard the Sally along the African coast had been accumulated a cargo of 196 of whom 9 had 
been resold and 20 had already died, the ship’s cargo standing at 167 souls. Negotiation for slave cargo was 
concluded by the purchase of an additional woman slave and the release of “1 woman all most dead” to their 
African interpreter, Anthony. It had taken Captain Esek Hopkins fully nine months to collect, on behalf of the 
firm of Nicholas Brown and Company of Providence, enough captive black Africans along the coast of Guinea 
in exchange for Rhode Island triple-distilled spirits of rum, to set his sails to run before the winds over the 
Middle Passage for the slave plantations of the West Indies. The venture still offered prospects of ample profit.

(In order to hold such a person up for public censure, in 1957 at an otherwise undistinguished traffic 
intersection we have installed in Providence this statue:

Also, in order to hold such a person up for public censure, we have named a public high school after him.)

TRIANGULAR TRADE
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August 28, Wednesday: During the Middle Passage of the Sally from the Guinea coast of Africa toward the slave 
plantations of the West Indies, Captain Esek Hopkins of Rhode Island had encountered a considerable amount 
of illness and disability among the white seamen of his crew. Also, three more members of the cargo had 
succumbed. He had therefore pressed four of the seemingly compliant male blacks of the cargo into service 
abovedecks, and they had seemed to be making themselves helpful with the sails. In the language of the time 
“he was obliged to permit some of the slaves to come on deck to assist the people.” However, these four men 
had been merely biding their time, and on this day attempted to set free the other surviving blacks of the cargo. 
To reassert control the crew needed to fire upon their assets, killing eight outright and wounding a number of 
others, two of whom would also eventually die during the remainder of the voyage. In addition, some of the 
blacks leaped overboard in the midst of the ocean and, their heads bobbing in the swell, could not be retrieved. 
The venture’s opportunities to offer profit to the Providence firm of Nicholas Brown and Company were 
beginning to seem rather marginal.470

During the remainder of the voyage, some additional members of the cargo would perish through refusal to 
accept nourishment.

August 30, Friday: Below decks aboard the Sally, a boy and a girl died. At this point the death total stood at 34.

August 31, Saturday: Below decks aboard the Sally, a woman died. At this point the death total stood at 35.

470. At the end of the voyage, only 108 of the original 196 would be deliverable to their new slave lives in America. The slaves had 
been acquired along the coast of Africa for about £5-£10 each or a total of about £1,500 and the survivors were disposed of for about 
£20 each or a total of about £2,000, a gross profit of about £500, but from such a gross figure must be subtracted all the considerable 
expenses of the voyage and of crew salaries and of not being able to use the ship for any other purpose for a year. All told, the Browns 
of Providence would lose £9,000-£10,000 during this particular sailing venture. Moses Brown would later point out that overall, 
their firm’s slave trade with the Mary, the Wheel of Fortune, and the Sally had resulted in loss rather than in the adding to of the 
Brown family assets, despite the fact that of the brothers, John Brown individually would see fit to continue in this trade.

We need not mention how Disagreeable the Nuse of your Luseing 88 slaves is to us & all your
Friends, but your Self Continuing in Helth is so Grate Satisfaction to us that we Remain
Cheirful under the Heavy Loss of our Ints.
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Having always saved whatever money he could from his technical work as a “gauger” or quality controller on 
plantations, at this point Olaudah Equiano was able to purchase his freedom for £40. He would campaign 
actively for the end of the international slave trade.

A slave by the name of “Negro Tom” had attempted, unsuccessfully, to run away from his owner, a plantation 
master and miller named George Washington. –Well, maybe this wasn’t our founding father, but some other 
Virginian of coincidentally the same name?– This slavemaster engaged in the international slave trade by 
sending this recalcitrant slave off to the West Indies, to be traded fair and square on some escape-proof island. 
What did this Virginia slavemaster want in exchange for his troublesome human being? — He suggested a 
hogshead of “molasses, rum, limes, tamarinds, sweet meats, and good old spirits.”

(Was this unusual behavior for Washington? — Was it unusual, for our Founding Father to be equating in such 
a manner the life of a human being with a hogshead of sweetmeats and spirits? Unfortunately, it was not. 
For instance, according to Henry Wiencek’s AN IMPERFECT GOD: GEORGE WASHINGTON, HIS SLAVES, AND 
THE CREATION OF AMERICA, at one point in his life, in need of dental work, he would not be above having 
sound teeth yanked from the jaw of one of his slaves, without anesthesia, to be fashioned into a denture for 
him to wear! –But probably it was not Negro Tom but someone else among his numerous slaves, who would 
supply these sound white teeth for the mouth of the white master.)
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SWEETS

WITHOUT

SLAVERY
During this year, in Rhode Island harbors, it has been estimated by Alexander Boyd Hawes, some 15 vessels 
were being fitted out for the international slave trade. If an average cargo of slaves was 109 –as we have 
estimated on the basis of a number of known cargoes– then a total of more than 1,630 souls were transported 
during this year in Rhode Island bottoms alone. Examples from this year include the Rhode Island sloop Hope, 
carrying a cargo of 100 slaves, the brig Nelly, carrying a cargo of 130, and a sloop of unknown name carrying 
60.

During this year, according to the 1822 revision of the PUBLIC LAWS OF RHODE ISLAND (page 441), we have 
an indication that the colony’s legislature enacted some sort of “restrictive measure” that had to do with the 
“Slave Trade.” However, neither the title or the text of this ever having been found — we have no clue as to 
its substance.

November: The colonial legislature of Virginia proposed an additional import duty on new slaves (if the king would 
give his consent to this).

“An act for laying an additional duty upon slaves imported into
this colony.”
§ 1. “ ... from and after the passing of this act there shall
be levied and paid ... for all slaves imported or brought into
this colony for sale, either by land or water from any port or
place whatsoever, by the buyer or purchaser, after the rate of
ten per centum on the amount of each respective purchase over
and above the several duties already laid upon slaves imported
or brought into this colony as aforesaid,” etc. To be suspended
until the king’s consent is given, and then to continue seven
years. The same act was passed again in 1769. Hening, STATUTES,
VIII. 237, 337.

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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November 29, Sunday: Abraham Pereira Mendez wrote from Charleston, where he had journeyed to better control his 
cargo of human beings, to the international slavetrader Aaron Lopez at Newport, Rhode Island: “These 
Negroes, which Captain Abraham All delivered to me, were in such poor condition due to the poor 
transportation, that I was forced to sell 8 boys and girls for a mere 27, 2 other for 45 and two women each for 
35.”

Presumably the damaged-goods-sale amounts mentioned for the slaves are in pounds sterling. Boys and girls 
aren’t worth much if they aren’t in perfect condition — as anyone who deals in human flesh can tell you. 
(During this year, in Rhode Island harbors, it has been estimated by Alexander Boyd Hawes, some dozen 
vessels were being fitted out for the international slave trade. If an average cargo of slaves was 109 –as we 
have estimated on the basis of a number of known cargos– then a total of more than 1,300 souls were being 
transported in Rhode Island bottoms alone. Examples from this year include the Rhode Island brig Benjamin 
carrying a cargo of 115 slaves, the ship Black Prince carrying a cargo of 190, the sloop Isabella carrying 100, 
the brig Polly carrying 130, the ship Polly carrying 180, the snow Polly carrying 100, the brig Royal Charlotte 
carrying 105, and the square-rigged brigantine Sally carrying 120.)
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One member of the Jewish congregation in Newport, Aaron Lopez, owned some 30 oceangoing vessels and 
more than 100 coastal schooners. He had the honor of occupying the special raised President’s Seat at the side 
of the Touro Synagogue, separate from the other worshipers inside a railing. He and his family involved 
themselves heavily in the molasses, rum and slave trade.471 The other major American hub of their trading 
ring was in Charleston, South Carolina.

In Rhode Island harbors in this year, it is estimated by Alexander Boyd Hawes, some 18 vessels were being 
fitted out for the international slave trade. If an average cargo of slaves was 109 –as we have estimated on the 
basis of a number of known cargos– then a total of well over 1,950 souls were being transported in Rhode 
Island bottoms alone. Examples from this year include the Rhode Island brig Hannah, carrying a cargo of 165 
slaves, the ship King George, carrying a cargo of 230, the sloop Patty, carrying 130, the brig Polly, carrying 
154, and again the brig Polly, on another trip in the same year carrying 130.

Captain John Wilson, of General Gage’s 59th regiment in Boston, attempted to incite servile insurrection 

1768

471. We immediately recollect that in the BIBLE, this man’s namesake had led people out of slavery.
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among some 300 black slaves in that metropolis by assuring them that the military had seized the port in an 
attempt to secure their freedom and that if they would fight for their freedom in conjunction with the military, 
“they would be able to drive the Liberty Boys to the devil.”

February 20: Pennsylvania re-enacted its Acts of 1761, levying a £10 duty “on Negroes and Mulattoe slaves, imported 
into this province” and then imposing an additional Prohibitive Duty.

Titles only found. Dallas, LAWS, I. 490; COLONIAL RECORDS (1852),
IX. 472, 637, 641.

September 4, Sunday: François-Auguste-René de Chateaubriand was born in Saint-Malo, the last of ten children of 
René de Chateaubriand (1718-1786), a ship owner and slavetrader. He would be reared in the family castle at 
Combourg, Brittany and then educated in Dol, Rennes, and Dinan, France.
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In Rhode Island in this year, it is estimated by Alexander Boyd Hawes, some 16 vessels were being fitted out 
for the international slave trade. If an average cargo of slaves was 109 –as we have estimated on the basis of 
a number of known cargos– then a total of well over 1,700 souls were being transported in Rhode Island 
bottoms alone. An example would be the brig Othello,472 which in this year is known to have transported a 
cargo of 90 souls.

In the winter of this year John Brown would be fitting out a vessel for another slaving expedition to Guinea, 
but this time instead of using the Sally he would be using a vessel with a larger carrying capacity, the Sultan. 
The intent would be to make back all the money that had been lost, and then some.

At about this point in time, the colony of Connecticut was attempting to prohibit all importation of slaves. It 
was attempting to prohibit this importation not because such was being adjudged to be injurious to the slaves 
but because such was being adjudged to be injurious to the poor people (poor white people) who needed to 
compete on the open market with their free labor, and not because such was being adjudged to be inconvenient 
to the slaves but because such was being adjudged to be inconvenient to the white citizens of Connecticut — 
the people, after all, who really mattered:

Title and text not found. “Whereas, the increase of slaves is
injurious to the poor, and inconvenient, therefore,” etc.
Fowler, HISTORICAL STATUS OF THE NEGRO IN CONNECTICUT, in LOCAL LAW,
etc., page 125.

Two inventions important to the development of the cloth industry occurred during this year. Richard 
Arkwright developed a water-frame and throstle, and James Watt devised a steam-engine. Because these 
developments would have an impact on the demand for bales of cotton as a raw material for cloth, it would 
eventually have an impact on the demand for field labor to grow this cotton, and therefore would have 
consequences in terms of human slavery — and in terms of the international slave trade.473

1769

472. Othello, what a strange name for a negrero vessel during an era in which, in presentations of William Shakespeare’s play, the 
title role was of necessity being performed by an American white man wearing dark body makeup! –Obviously, some Shakespeare 
nut in Rogue Island had a considerable sense of humor! –What’s next, the brigantine Gen. Nat Turner?
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W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: The history of slavery and the slave-
trade after 1820 must be read in the light of the industrial
revolution through which the civilized world passed in the first
half of the nineteenth century. Between the years 1775 and 1825
occurred economic events and changes of the highest importance
and widest influence. Though all branches of industry felt the
impulse of this new industrial life, yet, “if we consider single
industries, cotton manufacture has, during the nineteenth
century, made the most magnificent and gigantic advances.”474

This fact is easily explained by the remarkable series of
inventions that revolutionized this industry between 1738 and
1830, including Arkwright’s, Watt’s, Compton’s, and
Cartwright’s epoch-making contrivances.475 The effect which
these inventions had on the manufacture of cotton goods is best
illustrated by the fact that in England, the chief cotton market
of the world, the consumption of raw cotton rose steadily from
13,000 bales in 1781, to 572,000 in 1820, to 871,000 in 1830,
and to 3,366,000 in 1860.476 Very early, therefore, came the
query whence the supply of raw cotton was to come. Tentative
experiments on the rich, broad fields of the Southern United
States, together with the indispensable invention of Whitney’s
cotton-gin, soon answered this question: a new economic future
was opened up to this land, and immediately the whole South began
to extend its cotton culture, and more and more to throw its
whole energy into this one staple.
Here it was that the fatal mistake of compromising with slavery
in the beginning, and of the policy of laissez-faire pursued
thereafter, became painfully manifest; for, instead now of a
healthy, normal, economic development along proper industrial
lines, we have the abnormal and fatal rise of a slave-labor large
farming system, which, before it was realized, had so
intertwined itself with and braced itself upon the economic
forces of an industrial age, that a vast and terrible civil war
was necessary to displace it. The tendencies to a patriarchal
serfdom, recognizable in the age of Washington and Jefferson,
began slowly but surely to disappear; and in the second quarter

473. Bear in mind that in early periods the Southern states of the United States of America produced no significant amount of cotton 
fiber for export — such production not beginning until 1789. In fact, according to page 92 of Seybert’s STATISTICS, in 1784 a small 
parcel of cotton that had found its way from the US to Liverpool had been refused admission to England, because it was the customs 
agent’s opinion that this involved some sort of subterfuge: it could not have originated in the United States.
474. Beer, Geschichte des Welthandels im 19TEN Jahrhundert, II. 67.
475. A list of these inventions most graphically illustrates this advance: — 
1738, John Jay, fly-shuttle. John Wyatt, spinning by rollers.
1748, Lewis Paul, carding-machine.
1760, Robert Kay, drop-box.
1769, Richard Arkwright, water-frame and throstle. James Watt, steam-engine.
1772, James Lees, improvements on carding-machine.
1775, Richard Arkwright, series of combinations.
1779, Samuel Compton, mule.
1785, Edmund Cartwright, power-loom.
1803-4, Radcliffe and Johnson, dressing-machine.
1817, Roberts, fly-frame.
1818, William Eaton, self-acting frame.
1825-30, Roberts, improvements on mule.
Cf. Baines,  HISTORY OF THE COTTON MANUFACTURE, pages 116-231; Encyclopædia Britannica, 9th ed., article “Cotton.”
476. Baines,  HISTORY OF THE COTTON MANUFACTURE, page 215. A bale weighed from 375 lbs. to 400 lbs.
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of the century Southern slavery was irresistibly changing from
a family institution to an industrial system.
The development of Southern slavery has heretofore been viewed
so exclusively from the ethical and social standpoint that we
are apt to forget its close and indissoluble connection with the
world’s cotton market. Beginning with 1820, a little after the
close of the Napoleonic wars, when the industry of cotton
manufacture had begun its modern development and the South had
definitely assumed her position as chief producer of raw cotton,
we find the average price of cotton per pound, 8½d. From this
time until 1845 the price steadily fell, until in the latter
year it reached 4d.; the only exception to this fall was in the
years 1832-1839, when, among other things, a strong increase in
the English demand, together with an attempt of the young slave
power to “corner” the market, sent the price up as high as 11d.
The demand for cotton goods soon outran a crop which McCullough
had pronounced “prodigious,” and after 1845 the price started
on a steady rise, which, except for the checks suffered during
the continental revolutions and the Crimean War, continued until
1860.477 The steady increase in the production of cotton explains
the fall in price down to 1845. In 1822 the crop was a half-
million bales; in 1831, a million; in 1838, a million and a half;
and in 1840-1843, two million. By this time the world’s
consumption of cotton goods began to increase so rapidly that,
in spite of the increase in Southern crops, the price kept
rising. Three million bales were gathered in 1852, three and a
half million in 1856, and the remarkable crop of five million
bales in 1860.478

Here we have data to explain largely the economic development
of the South. By 1822 the large-plantation slave system had
gained footing; in 1838-1839 it was able to show its power in
the cotton “corner;” by the end of the next decade it had not
only gained a solid economic foundation, but it had built a
closed oligarchy with a political policy. The changes in price
during the next few years drove out of competition many
survivors of the small-farming free-labor system, and put the
slave régime in position to dictate the policy of the nation. The
zenith of the system and the first inevitable signs of decay
came in the years 1850-1860, when the rising price of cotton
threw the whole economic energy of the South into its
cultivation, leading to a terrible consumption of soil and
slaves, to a great increase in the size of plantations, and to
increasing power and effrontery on the part of the slave barons.
Finally, when a rising moral crusade conjoined with threatened
economic disaster, the oligarchy, encouraged by the state of the
cotton market, risked all on a political coup-d’état, which failed
in the war of 1861-1865.479

477. The prices cited are from Newmarch and Tooke, and refer to the London market. The average price in 1855-60 was about 7d.
478. From United States census reports.
479. Cf. United States census reports; and Olmsted, THE COTTON KINGDOM.
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The South Kingstown monthly meeting of the Religious Society of Friends was the first group of Quakers in 
Rhode Island to take the issue of abolitionism in New England to the New England Quarterly Meeting of the 
Quakers, and then to the New England Yearly Meeting. The Yearly Meeting for 1769 would appoint a 
committee that, in the following year, would report back a recommendation that Friends manumit all slaves 
owned by them, excepting only the very old and the very young — and the Yearly Meeting for 1770 would act 
positively upon this recommendation.

May 11, Thursday: In Virginia, the House of Burgesses asked American merchants and traders not to “import any 
slaves, or purchase any imported after the first day of November next, until the said acts are repealed.”

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: The earlier and largely abortive
attempts to form non-intercourse associations generally did not
mention slaves specifically, although the Virginia House of
Burgesses, May 11, 1769, recommended to merchants and traders,
among other things, to agree, “That they will not import any
slaves, or purchase any imported after the first day of November
next, until the said acts are repealed.”480 Later, in 1774, when
a Faneuil Hall meeting started the first successful national
attempt at non-intercourse, the slave-trade, being at the time
especially flourishing, received more attention. Even then
slaves were specifically mentioned in the resolutions of but
three States. Rhode Island recommended a stoppage of “all trade
with Great Britain, Ireland, Africa and the West Indies.”481

North Carolina, in August, 1774, resolved in convention “That
we will not import any slave or slaves, or purchase any slave
or slaves, imported or brought into this Province by others,
from any part of the world, after the first day of November
next.”482 Virginia gave the slave-trade especial prominence, and
was in reality the leading spirit to force her views on the
Continental Congress. The county conventions of that colony
first took up the subject. Fairfax County thought “that during
our present difficulties and distress, no slaves ought to be
imported,” and said: “We take this opportunity of declaring our
most earnest wishes to see an entire stop forever put to such a
wicked, cruel, and unnatural trade.”483 Prince George and
Nansemond Counties resolved “That the African trade is injurious
to this Colony, obstructs the population of it by freemen,
prevents manufacturers and other useful emigrants from Europe
from settling amongst us, and occasions an annual increase of
the balance of trade against this Colony.”484 The Virginia
colonial convention, August, 1774, also declared: “We will
neither ourselves import, nor purchase any slave or slaves
imported by any other person, after the first day of November
next, either from Africa, the West Indies, or any other place.”485

In South Carolina, at the convention July 6, 1774, decided
opposition to the non-importation scheme was manifested, though

480. Goodloe, BIRTH OF THE REPUBLIC, page 260.
481. Staples, ANNALS OF PROVIDENCE (1843), page 235.
482. Force, AMERICAN ARCHIVES, 4th Series, I. 735. This was probably copied from the Virginia resolve.
483. Force, AMERICAN ARCHIVES, 4th Series, I. 600.
484. Force, AMERICAN ARCHIVES, 4th Series, I. 494, 530. Cf. pages 523, 616, 641, etc.
485. Force, AMERICAN ARCHIVES, 4th Series, I. 687.
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how much this was due to the slave-trade interest is not certain.
Many of the delegates wished at least to limit the powers of
their representatives, and the Charleston Chamber of Commerce
flatly opposed the plan of an “Association.” Finally, however,
delegates with full powers were sent to Congress. The arguments
leading to this step were not in all cases on the score of
patriotism; a Charleston manifesto argued: “The planters are
greatly in arrears to the merchants; a stoppage of importation
would give them all an opportunity to extricate themselves from
debt. The merchants would have time to settle their accounts,
and be ready with the return of liberty to renew trade.”486

June 12, Monday: Captain Gordon’s armed revenue sloop HMS Victory arrived in Rhode Island, from the coast of 
Africa.

June 17, Saturday: Captain Gordon’s armed revenue sloop HMS Victory was scuttled in the harbor of Newport, Rhode 
Island.

November 16, Thursday: The colony of New Jersey imposed a duty of £15 “on the Purchasers of Slaves imported into 
this Colony.”

“Whereas Duties on the Importation of Negroes in several of the
neighbouring Colonies hath, on Experience, been found beneficial
in the Introduction of sober, industrious Foreigners, to settle
under His Majesty’s Allegiance, and the promoting a Spirit of
Industry among the Inhabitants in general: In order therefore to
promote the same good Designs in this Government, and that such
as choose to purchase Slaves may contribute some equitable
Proportion of the publick Burdens,” etc. A duty of “Fifteen Pounds,
Proclamation Money, is laid.” ACTS OF ASSEMBLY (Allinson, 1776),
p. 315.

486. Force, AMERICAN ARCHIVES, 4th Series, I. 511, 526. Cf. also page 316.
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In 1760 Naphtali Hart Myers had donated a candelabrum that was being used in the Touro Synagogue of 
Newport, Rhode Island. In 1765 Abraham Rodriguez Mendez had donated two more, more or less like it. 
At this point the international slavetrader and commodity trader Aaron Lopez, the President of the synagogue, 
donated a fourth candelabrum inscribed with his own name, making up an almost matching set of four.487

(According to Samuel Greene Arnold’s HISTORY OF RHODE ISLAND published in 1859, Volume II, pages 304, 
321, and 337, during this year the legislature of Rhode Island considered, but rejected, a bill to prohibit 
importation of slaves. Since such a bill would have substantially damaged the business activities of Aaron 
Lopez, it seems at least remotely possible that this fourth candelabrum was donated to the synagogue as a way 
of petitioning the Deity that the bill in the colonial legislature be defeated, or in expression of gratitude for the 
defeat of the bill. I interrogated the tour guide as to what would cause a person to donate something inscribed 
with his own name, to be placed on public view in a public place, and she responded that she simply couldn’t 
speculate as to motives. –Actually, what I was doing was causing her to focus in on the inscribed name “Aaron 
Lopez,” because I wanted to find out whether she would take advantage of an opportunity like that to segue 
into some remarks about the international slave trade. It was my little good-cop interrogation trick — I wanting 

1770

487. Where did the money come from, with which to purchase this nice inscribed candelabrum? Was it blood money? In this year, 
it is estimated by Alexander Boyd Hawes, Rhode Island fitted out 16 negreros for the coast of the continent of Africa to obtain 
fresh bodies for the international slave trade. Do I have information that any one of these 16 slave ships belonged to or was being 
fitted out by Aaron Lopez of Newport? I do not. It is very likely that not all 16 of these bottoms were owned by or were being fitted 
out by Rhode Island Jews. It is rather more than possible, that some of these 16 were owned by or were being fitted out by Rhode 
Island Quakers. We can estimate roughly that at least 1,700 black Africans were taken over the ocean on the dreaded Middle Passage 
in this year by these vessels.

JUDAISM
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to see what she would say and what she wouldn’t.

She didn’t seize this opportunity — which adequately answered the actual question I had been refraining from 
asking. –She and I agreed, however, that such a circumstance is quite different from the usual sort of 
inscription, in which something given as a memorial to a deceased loved one is inscribed with “in memory of,” 
followed by a name.)

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: In 1652 Rhode Island passed a law
designed to prohibit life slavery in the colony. It declared
that “Whereas, there is a common course practised amongst
English men to buy negers, to that end they may have them for
service or slaves forever; for the preventinge of such practices
among us, let it be ordered, that no blacke mankind or white
being forced by covenant bond, or otherwise, to serve any man
or his assighnes longer than ten yeares, or untill they come to
bee twentie four yeares of age, if they bee taken in under
fourteen, from the time of their cominge within the liberties
of this Collonie. And at the end or terme of ten yeares to sett
them free, as the manner is with the English servants. And that
man that will not let them goe free, or shall sell them away
elsewhere, to that end that they may bee enslaved to others for
a long time, hee or they shall forfeit to the Collonie forty
pounds.”488

This law was for a time enforced,489 but by the beginning of the
eighteenth century it had either been repealed or become a dead

488. RHODE ISLAND COLONIAL RECORD, I. 240.
489. Cf. letter written in 1681: NEW ENGLAND REGISTER, XXXI. 75-6. Cf. also Arnold, HISTORY OF RHODE ISLAND, I. 240.
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letter; for the Act of 1708 recognized perpetual slavery, and
laid an impost of £3 on Negroes imported.490 This duty was really
a tax on the transport trade, and produced a steady income for
twenty years.491 From the year 1700 on, the citizens of this
State engaged more and more in the carrying trade, until Rhode
Island became the greatest slave-trader in America. Although she
did not import many slaves for her own use, she became the
clearing-house for the trade of other colonies. Governor
Cranston, as early as 1708, reported that between 1698 and 1708
one hundred and three vessels were built in the State, all of
which were trading to the West Indies and the Southern
colonies.492 They took out lumber and brought back molasses, in
most cases making a slave voyage in between. From this, the trade
grew. Samuel Hopkins, about 1770, was shocked at the state of
the trade: more than thirty distilleries were running in the
colony, and one hundred and fifty vessels were in the slave-
trade.493 “Rhode Island,” said he, “has been more deeply
interested in the slave-trade, and has enslaved more Africans
than any other colony in New England.” Later, in 1787, he wrote:
“The inhabitants of Rhode Island, especially those of Newport,
have had by far the greater share in this traffic, of all these
United States. This trade in human species has been the first
wheel of commerce in Newport, on which every other movement in
business has chiefly depended. That town has been built up, and
flourished in times past, at the expense of the blood, the
liberty, and happiness of the poor Africans; and the inhabitants
have lived on this, and by it have gotten most of their wealth
and riches.”494

The Act of 1708 was poorly enforced. The “good intentions” of
its framers “were wholly frustrated” by the clandestine “hiding
and conveying said negroes out of the town [Newport] into the
country, where they lie concealed.”495 The act was accordingly
strengthened by the Acts of 1712 and 1715, and made to apply to
importations by land as well as by sea.496 The Act of 1715,
however, favored the trade by admitting African Negroes free of
duty. The chaotic state of Rhode Island did not allow England
often to review her legislation; but as soon as the Act of 1712
came to notice it was disallowed, and accordingly repealed in
1732.497 Whether the Act of 1715 remained, or whether any other
duty act was passed, is not clear.
While the foreign trade was flourishing, the influence of the
Friends and of other causes eventually led to a movement against
slavery as a local institution. Abolition societies multiplied,
and in 1770 an abolition bill was ordered by the Assembly, but
it was never passed.498 Four years later the city of Providence

490. The text of this act is lost (COLONIAL RECORD, IV. 34; Arnold, HISTORY OF RHODE ISLAND, II. 31). The Acts of Rhode Island 
were not well preserved, the first being published in Boston in 1719. Perhaps other whole acts are lost.
491. E.g., it was expended to pave the streets of Newport, to build bridges, etc.: RHODE ISLAND COLONIAL RECORD, IV. 191-3, 225.
492. RHODE ISLAND COLONIAL RECORD, IV. 55-60.
493. Patten, REMINISCENCES OF SAMUEL HOPKINS (1843), page 80.
494. Hopkins, WORKS (1854), II. 615.
495. Preamble of the Act of 1712.
496. RHODE ISLAND COLONIAL RECORD, IV. 131-5, 138, 143, 191-3.
497. RHODE ISLAND COLONIAL RECORD, IV. 471.
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resolved that “as personal liberty is an essential part of the
natural rights of mankind,” the importation of slaves and the
system of slavery should cease in the colony.499 This movement
finally resulted, in 1774, in an act “prohibiting the
importation of Negroes into this Colony,” — a law which
curiously illustrated the attitude of Rhode Island toward the
slave-trade. The preamble of the act declared: “Whereas, the
inhabitants of America are generally engaged in the preservation
of their own rights and liberties, among which, that of personal
freedom must be considered as the greatest; as those who are
desirous of enjoying all the advantages of liberty themselves,
should be willing to extend personal liberty to others; —
Therefore,” etc. The statute then proceeded to enact “that for
the future, no negro or mulatto slave shall be brought into this
colony; and in case any slave shall hereafter be brought in, he
or she shall be, and are hereby, rendered immediately free....”
The logical ending of such an act would have been a clause
prohibiting the participation of Rhode Island citizens in the
slave-trade. Not only was such a clause omitted, but the
following was inserted instead: “Provided, also, that nothing
in this act shall extend, or be deemed to extend, to any negro
or mulatto slave brought from the coast of Africa, into the West
Indies, on board any vessel belonging to this colony, and which
negro or mulatto slave could not be disposed of in the West
Indies, but shall be brought into this colony. Provided, that
the owner of such negro or mulatto slave give bond ... that such
negro or mulatto slave shall be exported out of the colony,
within one year from the date of such bond; if such negro or
mulatto be alive, and in a condition to be removed.”500

In 1779 an act to prevent the sale of slaves out of the State
was passed,501 and in 1784, an act gradually to abolish
slavery.502 Not until 1787 did an act pass to forbid
participation in the slave-trade. This law laid a penalty of
£100 for every slave transported and £1000 for every vessel so
engaged.503

498. Arnold, HISTORY OF RHODE ISLAND, II. 304, 321, 337. For a probable copy of the bill, see NARRAGANSETT HISTORICAL 
REGISTER, II. 299.
499. A man dying intestate left slaves, who became thus the property of the city; they were freed, and the town made the above 
resolve, May 17, 1774, in town meeting: Staples, ANNALS OF PROVIDENCE (1843), page 236.
500. RHODE ISLAND COLONIAL RECORD, VII. 251-2.
501. BARTLETT’S INDEX, page 329; Arnold, HISTORY OF RHODE ISLAND, II. 444; RHODE ISLAND COLONIAL RECORD, VIII. 618.
502. RHODE ISLAND COLONIAL RECORD, X. 7-8; Arnold, HISTORY OF RHODE ISLAND, II. 506.
503. BARTLETT’S INDEX, page 333; NARRAGANSETT HISTORICAL REGISTER, II. 298-9. The number of slaves in Rhode Island has 
been estimated as follows: — 
In 1708, 426. RHODE ISLAND COLONIAL RECORD, IV. 59.
In 1730, 1,648. RHODE ISLAND HISTORICAL TRACTS, No. 19, pt. 2, page 99.
In 1749, 3,077. Williams, HISTORY OF THE NEGRO RACE IN AMERICA, I. 281.
In 1756, 4,697. Williams, HISTORY OF THE NEGRO RACE IN AMERICA, I. 281.
In 1774, 3,761. RHODE ISLAND COLONIAL RECORD, VII. 253.
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December 10, Monday: The colony of Virginia having sought to raise funds through a tariff on the import of new 
slaves, King George III in council issued an instruction to Lieutenant Governor William Nelson of Virginia, 
under his own hand, commanding that governor “upon pain of the highest displeasure, to assent to no law by 
which the importation of slaves should be in any respect prohibited or obstructed” (Accession 3195 of the 
Manuscripts Division, Special Collections, University of Virginia Library).

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: In 1760 England, the chief slave-trading
nation, was sending on an average to Africa 163 ships annually,
with a tonnage of 18,000 tons, carrying exports to the value of
£163,818. Only about twenty of these ships regularly returned
to England. Most of them carried slaves to the West Indies, and
returned laden with sugar and other products. Thus may be formed
some idea of the size and importance of the slave-trade at that
time, although for a complete view we must add to this the trade
under the French, Portuguese, Dutch, and Americans. The trade
fell off somewhat toward 1770, but was flourishing again when
the Revolution brought a sharp and serious check upon it,
bringing down the number of English slavers, clearing, from 167
in 1774 to 28 in 1779, and the tonnage from 17,218 to 3,475 tons.
After the war the trade gradually recovered, and by 1786 had
reached nearly its former extent. In 1783 the British West
Indies received 16,208 Negroes from Africa, and by 1787 the
importation had increased to 21,023. In this latter year it was
estimated that the British were taking annually from Africa
38,000 slaves; the French, 20,000; the Portuguese, 10,000; the
Dutch and Danes, 6,000; a total of 74,000. Manchester alone sent
£180,000 annually in goods to Africa in exchange for Negroes.504

504. These figures are from the REPORT OF THE LORDS OF THE COMMITTEE OF COUNCIL, etc. (London, 1789).

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY

HDT WHAT? INDEX
Thomas Hutchinson became governor of the Massachusetts Bay Colony (to 1774, the last royal governor of 
the colony). A bill “for preventing the Importation of Slaves into this Province” had been introduced in the 
Legislature in 1767 but had failed of passage, and was introduced again in this year and succeeded — but was 
vetoed by the governor.

In this year, it has been estimated by Alexander Boyd Hawes, 17 ships were sailing from Rhode Island for the 
coast of the continent of Africa to obtain fresh bodies for the international slave trade. If an average cargo of 
slaves was 109 –as we have estimated on the basis of a number of known cargos– then a total of well over 
1,800 souls were being transported in Rhode Island bottoms alone.

Henry Marchant was one of the signers of the Articles of Confederation and Perpetual Union, on behalf of 

1771
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Rhode Island and Providence Plantations.

Meanwhile, the colony of Maryland, in order further to discourage the importation of new slaves, imposed an 
additional £5 per head in duties.

“An Act for imposing a further additional duty of five pounds
current money per poll on all negroes imported into this
province.” For seven years. LAWS OF MARYLAND SINCE 1763: 1771, ch.
vii.; cf. 1773, sess. Nov.-Dec., ch. xiv.

SLAVERY
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April 12, Friday: The Massachusetts Bay Colony’s legislature ordained a bill to prevent any further importation of 
Negroes — but then this bill was rejected by Governor Thomas Hutchinson.

Bill passes both houses and fails of Governor Hutchinson’s
assent. HOUSE JOURNAL, pages 211, 215, 219, 228, 234, 236, 240,
242-3.

“When one is happy in forgetfulness, 
facts get forgotten.”

— Robert Pen Warren, 1961
THE LEGACY OF THE CIVIL WAR

30th day of 7th month: The meeting for business of the Smithfield, Rhode Island monthly meeting of the Religious 
Society of Friends issued a query:

Are friends clear of Importing, Buying or any way purchasing
disposing or holding of Mankind as Slaves, And are all those who
have been held in a State of Slavery discharged therefrom.

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE

SLAVERY

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE

MANUMISSION

SLAVERY
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John Newton’s hymn “Amazing Grace,” now famously sung of course by Joan Baez:

Amazing Grace! How sweet the sound!
That saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost, But now am found
Was blind but now I see.

’Twas grace that taught my heart to fear.
And grace my fears relieved;
How precious did that grace appear
The hour I first believed!

Through many dangers, toils and snares
I have already come.
’Tis grace hath brought me safe thus far,
And grace will lead me home!

The Lord has promised good to me,
His word my hope secures;
He will my shield and portion be,
As long as life endures.

Yes, when this flesh and heart shall fail,
And mortal life shall cease;
I shall possess within the vail,
A life of joy and peace!505

1772

505. We do not know to what melodies this was originally sung. Eventually the melody used would be the one for the hymn “New 
Britain,” and would be such a successful appropriation that the original verses for that melody have been quite lost. You will note 
that some of Newton’s stanzas are absent in the current Joan Baez version. Also, a verse of the hymn “Jerusalem, My Happy Home” 
would be added by Harriet Beecher Stowe in UNCLE TOM’S CABIN:

When we’ve been there ten thousand years,
Bright shining as the sun;
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise
Than when we first begun!

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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Also occurring during this year was an invention important to the development of the cloth industry, and 
human slavery: James Lees developed improvements on the carding-machine. Because this development 
would have an impact on the demand for bales of cotton as a raw material for cloth, it would have an impact 
on the demand for field labor to grow this cotton, and therefore would have consequences in terms of the 
international slave trade.506

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: The history of slavery and the slave-
trade after 1820 must be read in the light of the industrial
revolution through which the civilized world passed in the first
half of the nineteenth century. Between the years 1775 and 1825

506. Bear in mind that in early periods the Southern states of the United States of America produced no significant amount of cotton 
fiber for export — such production not beginning until 1789. In fact, according to page 92 of Seybert’s STATISTICS, in 1784 a small 
parcel of cotton that had found its way from the US to Liverpool had been refused admission to England, because it was the customs 
agent’s opinion that this involved some sort of subterfuge: it could not have originated in the United States.
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occurred economic events and changes of the highest importance
and widest influence. Though all branches of industry felt the
impulse of this new industrial life, yet, “if we consider single
industries, cotton manufacture has, during the nineteenth
century, made the most magnificent and gigantic advances.”507

This fact is easily explained by the remarkable series of
inventions that revolutionized this industry between 1738 and
1830, including Arkwright’s, Watt’s, Compton’s, and
Cartwright’s epoch-making contrivances.508 The effect which
these inventions had on the manufacture of cotton goods is best
illustrated by the fact that in England, the chief cotton market
of the world, the consumption of raw cotton rose steadily from
13,000 bales in 1781, to 572,000 in 1820, to 871,000 in 1830,
and to 3,366,000 in 1860.509 Very early, therefore, came the
query whence the supply of raw cotton was to come. Tentative
experiments on the rich, broad fields of the Southern United
States, together with the indispensable invention of Whitney’s
cotton-gin, soon answered this question: a new economic future
was opened up to this land, and immediately the whole South began
to extend its cotton culture, and more and more to throw its
whole energy into this one staple.
Here it was that the fatal mistake of compromising with slavery
in the beginning, and of the policy of laissez-faire pursued
thereafter, became painfully manifest; for, instead now of a
healthy, normal, economic development along proper industrial
lines, we have the abnormal and fatal rise of a slave-labor large
farming system, which, before it was realized, had so
intertwined itself with and braced itself upon the economic
forces of an industrial age, that a vast and terrible civil war
was necessary to displace it. The tendencies to a patriarchal
serfdom, recognizable in the age of Washington and Jefferson,
began slowly but surely to disappear; and in the second quarter
of the century Southern slavery was irresistibly changing from
a family institution to an industrial system.
The development of Southern slavery has heretofore been viewed
so exclusively from the ethical and social standpoint that we
are apt to forget its close and indissoluble connection with the
world’s cotton market. Beginning with 1820, a little after the
close of the Napoleonic wars, when the industry of cotton

507. Beer, Geschichte des Welthandels im 19TEN Jahrhundert, II. 67.
508. A list of these inventions most graphically illustrates this advance: — 
1738, John Jay, fly-shuttle. John Wyatt, spinning by rollers.
1748, Lewis Paul, carding-machine.
1760, Robert Kay, drop-box.
1769, Richard Arkwright, water-frame and throstle. James Watt, steam-engine.
1772, James Lees, improvements on carding-machine.
1775, Richard Arkwright, series of combinations.
1779, Samuel Compton, mule.
1785, Edmund Cartwright, power-loom.
1803-4, Radcliffe and Johnson, dressing-machine.
1817, Roberts, fly-frame.
1818, William Eaton, self-acting frame.
1825-30, Roberts, improvements on mule.
Cf. Baines,  HISTORY OF THE COTTON MANUFACTURE, pages 116-231; Encyclopædia Britannica, 9th ed., article “Cotton.”
509. Baines,  HISTORY OF THE COTTON MANUFACTURE, page 215. A bale weighed from 375 lbs. to 400 lbs.
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manufacture had begun its modern development and the South had
definitely assumed her position as chief producer of raw cotton,
we find the average price of cotton per pound, 8½d. From this
time until 1845 the price steadily fell, until in the latter
year it reached 4d.; the only exception to this fall was in the
years 1832-1839, when, among other things, a strong increase in
the English demand, together with an attempt of the young slave
power to “corner” the market, sent the price up as high as 11d.
The demand for cotton goods soon outran a crop which McCullough
had pronounced “prodigious,” and after 1845 the price started
on a steady rise, which, except for the checks suffered during
the continental revolutions and the Crimean War, continued until
1860.510 The steady increase in the production of cotton explains
the fall in price down to 1845. In 1822 the crop was a half-
million bales; in 1831, a million; in 1838, a million and a half;
and in 1840-1843, two million. By this time the world’s
consumption of cotton goods began to increase so rapidly that,
in spite of the increase in Southern crops, the price kept
rising. Three million bales were gathered in 1852, three and a
half million in 1856, and the remarkable crop of five million
bales in 1860.511

Here we have data to explain largely the economic development
of the South. By 1822 the large-plantation slave system had
gained footing; in 1838-1839 it was able to show its power in
the cotton “corner;” by the end of the next decade it had not
only gained a solid economic foundation, but it had built a
closed oligarchy with a political policy. The changes in price
during the next few years drove out of competition many
survivors of the small-farming free-labor system, and put the
slave régime in position to dictate the policy of the nation. The
zenith of the system and the first inevitable signs of decay
came in the years 1850-1860, when the rising price of cotton
threw the whole economic energy of the South into its
cultivation, leading to a terrible consumption of soil and
slaves, to a great increase in the size of plantations, and to
increasing power and effrontery on the part of the slave barons.
Finally, when a rising moral crusade conjoined with threatened
economic disaster, the oligarchy, encouraged by the state of the
cotton market, risked all on a political coup-d’état, which failed
in the war of 1861-1865.512

510. The prices cited are from Newmarch and Tooke, and refer to the London market. The average price in 1855-60 was about 7d.
511. From United States census reports.
512. Cf. United States census reports; and Olmsted, THE COTTON KINGDOM.
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Thomas Jefferson, Patrick Henry, Lee, and other leading men of the Virginia colony were desiring to “get rid 
of the great evil” represented by the presence of black people in America. “The interest of the country,” it was 
said in a discussion in the Virginia House of Burgesses –by “interest of the country” meaning of course not the 
interests of people in general but merely the interests of the white male propertied citizens of that colony– 
“manifestly requires the total expulsion of them” — by “them” meaning of course not merely slaves but black 
people in general. The governor of Virginia, Francis Fauquier, had in correspondence with the Board of Trade 
on June 2, 1760 mentioned that some “old settlers who have bred large quantities of slaves and who would 
make a monopoly of them by a duty which they hoped would amount to a prohibition” had proposed the 
difficulties be placed in the way of the importation of new Africans. The Virginia Assembly needed to address 
King George III of England on this because, in council on December 10, 1770, he had warned them not to 
interfere with the importation of slaves. They pleaded with him on April 1, 1772 to remove his restraints upon 
their efforts to stop the importation of slaves, which they referred to for some reason as “a very pernicious 
commerce” (we don’t know, they may have meant that it was damaging the lives of black people, or perhaps 
they may have meant that it was damaging the lives of white people). The monarch who “stood in the path of 
humanity and made himself the pillar of the colonial slave-trade” made no reply to this appeal of the Virginians 
(we don’t know, he may have desired to damage the lives of black people, or he may have simply desired that 
he and his friends continue to make inordinate profits on their participation in the international slave trade). 
The conduct of the King would cause the initial draft of the Declaration of Independence to contain a 
complaint that “He has waged cruel war against human nature itself, violating its most sacred rights of life and 
liberty in the persons of a distant people who never offended him, capturing and carrying them into slavery in 
another hemisphere, or to incur a miserable death in their transportation thither. This piratical warfare, the 
opprobrium of infidel powers, is the warfare of the Christian King of Great Britain. Determined to keep open 
a market where men should be bought and sold, he has prostituted his negative for suppressing every 
legislative attempt to prohibit or to restrain this execrable commerce.” (This embarrassing paragraph would of 
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course need to be stricken from a succeeding draft the Declaration!513)514

George Washington was a member of the Virginia House of Burgesses during this year while it drafted a 
petition to the English throne, labeling the importation of slaves into the colonies from the coast of Africa 
“a trade of great inhumanity” that would endanger the “very existence of your Majesty’s American 

513. Although the sentences in question are confidently asserted to have been authored by Jefferson, and confidently asserted to 
have been stricken from the draft by others, I know of no evidence to support any such speculation.

514. For this and other such maps: http://hitchcock.itc.virginia.edu/Slavery/search.html
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dominions.”

Maybe this did or maybe this didn’t reflect his personal viewpoint (we know that in this very year the guy was 
purchasing five additional slaves for labor on his plantations), but we know that a couple of years later he 
would be personally involved in the composition of the July 1774 “Fairfax Resolves,” one of which was that 
slaves not be imported into British colonies. He would be one of the signatories “declaring our most earnest 
Wishes to see an entire Stop forever put to such a wicked cruel and unnatural Trade.” One resolution to this 
conundrum would be simply that he was one of those who were in favor of slavery and also in favor 
of restricting fresh imports — because this would effectively protect the market value of slaves already here, 
and their salable future progeny.515

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: Next to South Carolina, Virginia had
probably the largest slave-trade. Her situation, however,
differed considerably from that of her Southern neighbor. The
climate, the staple tobacco crop, and the society of Virginia
were favorable to a system of domestic slavery, but one which
tended to develop into a patriarchal serfdom rather than into a
slave-consuming industrial hierarchy. The labor required by the
tobacco crop was less unhealthy than that connected with the
rice crop, and the Virginians were, perhaps, on a somewhat
higher moral plane than the Carolinians. There was consequently
no such insatiable demand for slaves in the larger colony. On
the other hand, the power of the Virginia executive was
peculiarly strong, and it was not possible here to thwart the
slave-trade policy of the home government as easily as
elsewhere.
Considering all these circumstances, it is somewhat difficult
to determine just what was the attitude of the early Virginians
toward the slave-trade. There is evidence, however, to show that
although they desired the slave-trade, the rate at which the

515. In this year, it has been estimated by Alexander Boyd Hawes, a record number of ships, 28, were sailing from Rhode Island 
for the coast of the continent of Africa to obtain fresh bodies for the international slave trade. If an average cargo of slaves was 109 
–as we have estimated on the basis of a number of known cargoes– then a total of well over 3,000 souls were being transported in 
Rhode Island bottoms alone.

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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Negroes were brought in soon alarmed them. In 1710 a duty of £5
was laid on Negroes, but Governor Spotswood “soon perceived that
the laying so high a Duty on Negros was intended to discourage
the importation,” and vetoed the measure.516 No further
restrictive legislation was attempted for some years, but
whether on account of the attitude of the governor or the desire
of the inhabitants, is not clear. With 1723 begins a series of
acts extending down to the Revolution, which, so far as their
contents can be ascertained, seem to have been designed
effectually to check the slave-trade. Some of these acts, like
those of 1723 and 1727, were almost immediately disallowed.517

The Act of 1732 laid a duty of 5%, which was continued until
1769,518 and all other duties were in addition to this; so that
by such cumulative duties the rate on slaves reached 25% in
1755,519 and 35% at the time of Braddock’s expedition.520 These
acts were found “very burthensome,” “introductive of many
frauds,” and “very inconvenient,”521 and were so far repealed
that by 1761 the duty was only 15%. As now the Burgesses became
more powerful, two or more bills proposing restrictive duties
were passed, but disallowed.522 By 1772 the anti-slave-trade
feeling had become considerably developed, and the Burgesses
petitioned the king, declaring that “The importation of slaves
into the colonies from the coast of Africa hath long been
considered as a trade of great inhumanity, and under its present
encouragement, we have too much reason to fear will endanger the very
existence of your Majesty’s American dominions.... Deeply impressed
with these sentiments, we most humbly beseech your Majesty to
remove all those restraints on your Majesty’s governors of this colony,
which inhibit their assenting to such laws as might check so very pernicious a commerce.”523

Nothing further appears to have been done before the war. When,
in 1776, the delegates adopted a Frame of Government, it was
charged in this document that the king had perverted his high
office into a “detestable and insupportable tyranny, by ...
prompting our negroes to rise in arms among us, those very
negroes whom, by an inhuman use of his negative, he hath refused
us permission to exclude by law.”524 Two years later, in 1778,
an “Act to prevent the further importation of Slaves” stopped
definitively the legal slave-trade to Virginia.525

516. LETTERS OF GOVERNOR SPOTSWOOD, in VA. HIST. SOC. COLL., New Ser., I. 52.
517. Hening, STATUTES AT LARGE OF VIRGINIA, IV. 118, 182.
518. Hening, STATUTES AT LARGE OF VIRGINIA, IV. 317, 394; V. 28, 160, 318; VI. 217, 353; VII. 281; VIII. 190, 336, 532.
519. Hening, STATUTES AT LARGE OF VIRGINIA, V. 92; VI. 417, 419, 461, 466.
520. Hening, STATUTES AT LARGE OF VIRGINIA, VII. 69, 81.
521.  Hening, STATUTES AT LARGE OF VIRGINIA, VII. 363, 383.
522.  Hening, STATUTES AT LARGE OF VIRGINIA, VIII. 237, 337.
523. MISCELLANEOUS PAPERS, 1672-1865, in VA. HIST. SOC. COLL., New Ser., VI. 14; Tucker, BLACKSTONE’S COMMENTARIES, I. 
Part II. App., 51.
524. Hening, STATUTES AT LARGE OF VIRGINIA, IX. 112.
525. Importation by sea or by land was prohibited, with a penalty of £1000 for illegal importation and £500 for buying or selling. 
The Negro was freed, if illegally brought in. This law was revised somewhat in 1785. Cf. Hening, STATUTES AT LARGE OF VIRGINIA, 
IX. 471; XII. 182.
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A building was constructed on Meeting Street in Providence, Rhode Island that would be known as 
Shakespeares Head. This building would serve as a meeting place for the local Anti-Slavery Society and would 
house an abolitionist print shop.526

April 1, Wednesday: The House of Burgesses sent a petition to King George III of England, asking that no more new 
black slaves be shipped from Africa to Virginia, referring to the international slave trade for some reason as 
“a very pernicious commerce.” (We might be tempted to suppose that these white-guy Virginia slavemasters 
were having an attack of human benevolence or of indigestion, unless we hark back to their debate of 1757 

in which the primary consideration had been that possibly they could make better profits by breeding 
slaves locally than by shipping them in, and in which the secondary consideration had been that possibly a 
tariff on these imports would be a good source of income for their colonial government, and in which there 
had been no tertiary consideration whatever of humanity or human benevolence.)

“ ... The importation of slaves into the colonies from the coast
of Africa hath long been considered as a trade of great
inhumanity, and under its present encouragement, we have too much
reason to fear will endanger the very existence of your majesty’s American
dominions....
Deeply impressed with these sentiments, we most humbly beseech
your majesty to remove all those restraints on your majesty’s governors
of this colony, which inhibit their assenting to such laws as might check so very
pernicious a commerce.” JOURNALS OF THE HOUSE OF BURGESSES, page 131;
quoted in Tucker, DISSERTATION ON SLAVERY (repr. 1861), page 43.

526. In this year, it is reported by Alexander Boyd Hawes, Aaron Lopez of Newport, Rhode Island owned or was loading the 
following ships to sail from Rhode Island for the coast of the continent of Africa to obtain fresh bodies for the international slave 
trade: the Royal Charlotte, under the command of Captain Benjamin Wright, the Cleopatra, under the command of Captain 
Briggs, the Charlotte, under the command of Captain Shearman, and the Ann, under the command of Captain English.
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June: Only a couple of two weeks after purchasing some fresh slaves to use on his estates, George Washington 
affixed his signature to a document drafted by the “Association for the Counteraction of Various Acts of 
Oppression on the Part of Great Britain.” The signers were pledging that “we will not import or bring into the 
Colony, or cause to be imported or brought into the Colony, either by sea or land, any slaves, or make sale of 
any upon commission, or purchase any slave or slaves that may be imported by others, after the 1st day of 
November next, unless the same have been twelve months upon this continent.” –This resolution may well 
have been intended as economic retaliation, with the blacks in question mere pawns in a white power struggle, 
as the document displays no moral disapproval of slaveholding, or of the domestic slave trade, or of the 
international slave trade.

AMERICAN REVOLUTION

THE MIDDLE PASSAGE
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February 26, Friday: At this point Pennsylvania imposed an additional £10 poll tax, over and above all the previous 
duties, on the importation into the colony of new slaves.

“An Act for making perpetual the act ... [of 1761] ... and laying
an additional duty on the said slaves.” Dallas, LAWS, I. 671;
ACTS OF ASSEMBLY (ed. 1782), page 149.

8th day of 4th month: During this year the Reverend Samuel Hopkins of the 1st Congregational Church in Newport 
and President Ezra Stiles of Yale College were urging that freed Africans be resettled in West Africa. The 
Rhode Island Quarterly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends issued a query:

Are friends clear of Importing, Buying or any way purchasing
disposing or holding of Mankind as Slaves, And are all those who
have been held in a State of Slavery discharged therefrom.

May: The Rhode Island Quarterly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends proposed to the New England Yearly 
Meeting that slaveholding be forbidden to any Quaker — and the same pointed query was issued by that larger 
group:

Are friends clear of Importing, Buying or any way purchasing
disposing or holding of Mankind as Slaves, And are all those who
have been held in a State of Slavery discharged therefrom.

1773
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SLAVERY

EMANCIPATION
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November 27, Saturday: Captain William Moore dispatched a piece of exceedingly good news to Aaron Lopez & 
Company of Newport, Rhode Island about his brigantine Ann: “I wish to advise you that your ship ‘Ann’ 
docked here night before last with 112 slaves, consisting of 35 men, 16 large youths, 21 small boys, 29 women, 
2 grown girls, 9 small girls, and I assure you this is such a one rum-cargo [distilled spirits from the distilleries 
along the shore of Narragansett Bay in exchange for black slaves at one or another port along the west coast 
of Africa] which I have not yet encountered, among the entire group there may be five to which one could take 
exception.”527

527. In this year, it has been estimated by Alexander Boyd Hawes, 17 ships sailed from Rhode Island for the coast of the continent 
of Africa to obtain fresh bodies for the international slave trade. If an average cargo of slaves was 109 –as we have estimated on the 
basis of a number of known cargos– then a total of more than 1,850 souls were being transported in Rhode Island bottoms alone. In 
this year, Hawes reports, Aaron Lopez of Newport, Rhode Island owned or loaded the following ships to sail from Rhode Island for 
the coast of the continent of Africa to obtain fresh bodies for the international slave trade: the Charlotte, under the command of 
Captain Shearman, the Active, under the command of Captain Taggart.

Hawes indicates that the brigantine Ann in this year on this voyage carried only 104 slaves as its cargo from Africa, but that must 
be from its previous round trip. (The 112 indicated in the letter above are booked by Hawes for the year 1774.)

TRIANGULAR TRADE
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The Connecticut and Rhode Island colonies prohibited further importation of slaves. When New Jersey’s 
assembly, however, proposed a prohibitive duty, its Council refused to go along.528

“A Bill for laying a Duty on Indian, Negroe and Molatto Slaves,
imported into this Colony.” Passed the Assembly, and was
rejected by the Council as “plainly” intending “an intire
Prohibition,” etc. N.J. ARCHIVES, 1st Series, VI. 222.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: Connecticut, in common with the other
colonies of this section, had a trade for many years with the
West Indian slave markets; and though this trade was much
smaller than that of the neighboring colonies, yet many of her
citizens were engaged in it. A map of Middletown at the time of
the Revolution gives, among one hundred families, three slave
captains and “three notables” designated as “slave-dealers.”529

The actual importation was small,530 and almost entirely
unrestricted before the Revolution, save by a few light, general
duty acts. In 1774 the further importation of slaves was
prohibited, because “the increase of slaves in this Colony is

1774

528. In this year, it has been estimated by Alexander Boyd Hawes, 24 ships sailed from Rhode Island for the coast of the continent 
of Africa to obtain fresh bodies for the international slave trade. If an average cargo of slaves was 109 –as we have estimated on the 
basis of a number of known cargos– then a total of more than 2,600 souls were being transported in Rhode Island bottoms alone. 
This, in fact, was nearly a record, as it was exceeded only in the year 1772 when 28 such Rhode Island vessels had been engaging 
in the triangular trade.

Examples would be the Rhode Island brig Othello, which in this year is known to have transported a cargo of 52 souls, and Aaron 
Lopez of Newport’s brigantine Ann, which transported 112.

To be quite legal, after 1774 a Rhode Island vessel engaged in the international slave trade would need to dispose of all its cargo of 
new African slaves in the West Indies and along the American coastline, and be entirely clear of that business before coming to 
anchor in its home port. (However, until 1820, there would be no real need to be quite legal or to be entirely clear of that business 
before sailing into a Rhode Island port, as through the manipulations of John Brown of Providence and President Thomas Jefferson, 
the US Customs House in beautiful downtown Bristol would remain safely under the control of a DeWolf in-law who had 
significant investments in the illicit trade.)

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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injurious to the poor and inconvenient.” The law prohibited
importation under any pretext by a penalty of £100 per slave.531

This was re-enacted in 1784, and provisions were made for the
abolition of slavery.532 In 1788 participation in the trade was
forbidden, and the penalty placed at £50 for each slave and £500
for each ship engaged.533

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: In 1652 Rhode Island passed a law
designed to prohibit life slavery in the colony. It declared
that “Whereas, there is a common course practised amongst
English men to buy negers, to that end they may have them for
service or slaves forever; for the preventinge of such practices
among us, let it be ordered, that no blacke mankind or white
being forced by covenant bond, or otherwise, to serve any man
or his assighnes longer than ten yeares, or untill they come to
bee twentie four yeares of age, if they bee taken in under
fourteen, from the time of their cominge within the liberties
of this Collonie. And at the end or terme of ten yeares to sett
them free, as the manner is with the English servants. And that
man that will not let them goe free, or shall sell them away
elsewhere, to that end that they may bee enslaved to others for
a long time, hee or they shall forfeit to the Collonie forty
pounds.”534

This law was for a time enforced,535 but by the beginning of the
eighteenth century it had either been repealed or become a dead
letter; for the Act of 1708 recognized perpetual slavery, and
laid an impost of £3 on Negroes imported.536 This duty was really
a tax on the transport trade, and produced a steady income for
twenty years.537 From the year 1700 on, the citizens of this
State engaged more and more in the carrying trade, until Rhode
Island became the greatest slave-trader in America. Although she
did not import many slaves for her own use, she became the
clearing-house for the trade of other colonies. Governor
Cranston, as early as 1708, reported that between 1698 and 1708
one hundred and three vessels were built in the State, all of
which were trading to the West Indies and the Southern

529. Fowler, LOCAL LAW, etc., page 124.
530. The number of slaves in Connecticut has been estimated as follows: — 
In 1680, 30. CONNECTICUT COLONIAL RECORD, III. 298.
In 1730, 700. Williams, HISTORY OF THE NEGRO RACE IN AMERICA, I. 259.
In 1756, 3,636. Fowler, LOCAL LAW, etc., page 140.
In 1762, 4,590. Williams, HISTORY OF THE NEGRO RACE IN AMERICA, I. 260.
In 1774, 6,562. Fowler, LOCAL LAW, etc., page 140.
In 1782, 6,281. Fowler, LOCAL LAW, etc., page 140.
In 1800, 5,281. Fowler, LOCAL LAW, etc., page 141.
531. CONNECTICUT COLONIAL RECORD, XIV 329. Fowler (pages 125-6) says that the law was passed in 1769, as does Sanford (page 
252). I find no proof of this. There was in Connecticut the same Biblical legislation on the trade as in Massachusetts. Cf. LAWS OF 
CONNECTICUT (repr. 1865), page 9; also COLONIAL RECORD, I. 77. For general duty acts, see COLONIAL RECORD, V 405; VIII. 22; 
IX. 283; XIII. 72, 125.
532. ACTS AND LAWS OF CONNECTICUT (ed. 1784), pages 233-4.
533. ACTS AND LAWS OF CONNECTICUT (ed. 1784), pages 368, 369, 388.
534. RHODE ISLAND COLONIAL RECORD, I. 240.
535. Cf. letter written in 1681: NEW ENGLAND REGISTER, XXXI. 75-6. Cf. also Arnold, HISTORY OF RHODE ISLAND, I. 240.
536. The text of this act is lost (COLONIAL RECORD, IV. 34; Arnold, HISTORY OF RHODE ISLAND, II. 31). The Acts of Rhode Island 
were not well preserved, the first being published in Boston in 1719. Perhaps other whole acts are lost.
537. E.g., it was expended to pave the streets of Newport, to build bridges, etc.: RHODE ISLAND COLONIAL RECORD, IV. 191-3, 225.
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colonies.538 They took out lumber and brought back molasses, in
most cases making a slave voyage in between. From this, the trade
grew. Samuel Hopkins, about 1770, was shocked at the state of
the trade: more than thirty distilleries were running in the
colony, and one hundred and fifty vessels were in the slave-
trade.539 “Rhode Island,” said he, “has been more deeply
interested in the slave-trade, and has enslaved more Africans
than any other colony in New England.” Later, in 1787, he wrote:
“The inhabitants of Rhode Island, especially those of Newport,
have had by far the greater share in this traffic, of all these
United States. This trade in human species has been the first
wheel of commerce in Newport, on which every other movement in
business has chiefly depended. That town has been built up, and
flourished in times past, at the expense of the blood, the
liberty, and happiness of the poor Africans; and the inhabitants
have lived on this, and by it have gotten most of their wealth
and riches.”540

The Act of 1708 was poorly enforced. The “good intentions” of
its framers “were wholly frustrated” by the clandestine “hiding
and conveying said negroes out of the town [Newport] into the
country, where they lie concealed.”541 The act was accordingly
strengthened by the Acts of 1712 and 1715, and made to apply to
importations by land as well as by sea.542 The Act of 1715,
however, favored the trade by admitting African Negroes free of
duty. The chaotic state of Rhode Island did not allow England
often to review her legislation; but as soon as the Act of 1712
came to notice it was disallowed, and accordingly repealed in
1732.543 Whether the Act of 1715 remained, or whether any other
duty act was passed, is not clear.
While the foreign trade was flourishing, the influence of the
Friends and of other causes eventually led to a movement against
slavery as a local institution. Abolition societies multiplied,
and in 1770 an abolition bill was ordered by the Assembly, but
it was never passed.544 Four years later the city of Providence
resolved that “as personal liberty is an essential part of the
natural rights of mankind,” the importation of slaves and the
system of slavery should cease in the colony.545 This movement
finally resulted, in 1774, in an act “prohibiting the
importation of Negroes into this Colony,” — a law which
curiously illustrated the attitude of Rhode Island toward the
slave-trade. The preamble of the act declared: “Whereas, the
inhabitants of America are generally engaged in the preservation
of their own rights and liberties, among which, that of personal
freedom must be considered as the greatest; as those who are

538. RHODE ISLAND COLONIAL RECORD, IV. 55-60.
539. Patten, REMINISCENCES OF SAMUEL HOPKINS (1843), page 80.
540. Hopkins, WORKS (1854), II. 615.
541. Preamble of the Act of 1712.
542. RHODE ISLAND COLONIAL RECORD, IV. 131-5, 138, 143, 191-3.
543. RHODE ISLAND COLONIAL RECORD, IV. 471.
544. Arnold, HISTORY OF RHODE ISLAND, II. 304, 321, 337. For a probable copy of the bill, see NARRAGANSETT HISTORICAL 
REGISTER, II. 299.
545. A man dying intestate left slaves, who became thus the property of the city; they were freed, and the town made the above 
resolve, May 17, 1774, in town meeting: Staples, ANNALS OF PROVIDENCE (1843), page 236.
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desirous of enjoying all the advantages of liberty themselves,
should be willing to extend personal liberty to others; —
Therefore,” etc. The statute then proceeded to enact “that for
the future, no negro or mulatto slave shall be brought into this
colony; and in case any slave shall hereafter be brought in, he
or she shall be, and are hereby, rendered immediately free....”
The logical ending of such an act would have been a clause
prohibiting the participation of Rhode Island citizens in the
slave-trade. Not only was such a clause omitted, but the
following was inserted instead: “Provided, also, that nothing
in this act shall extend, or be deemed to extend, to any negro
or mulatto slave brought from the coast of Africa, into the West
Indies, on board any vessel belonging to this colony, and which
negro or mulatto slave could not be disposed of in the West
Indies, but shall be brought into this colony. Provided, that
the owner of such negro or mulatto slave give bond ... that such
negro or mulatto slave shall be exported out of the colony,
within one year from the date of such bond; if such negro or
mulatto be alive, and in a condition to be removed.”546

In 1779 an act to prevent the sale of slaves out of the State
was passed,547 and in 1784, an act gradually to abolish
slavery.548 Not until 1787 did an act pass to forbid
participation in the slave-trade. This law laid a penalty of
£100 for every slave transported and £1000 for every vessel so
engaged.549

March/June: Parliament resolved to punish the recalcitrant colonial community of Boston by means of a series of 
Coercive Acts.

The legislature of Massachusetts argued out bills that would prohibit importation of any more black slaves, 
finally achieving a consensus — but then these measures would fail to gain the assent of the governor.

Two bills designed to prohibit the importation of slaves fail
of the governor’s assent. First bill: GENERAL COURT RECORDS, XXX.
248, 264; MASS. ARCHIVES, DOMESTIC RELATIONS, 1643-1774, IX. 457.
Second bill: GENERAL COURT RECORDS, XXX. 308, 322.

546. RHODE ISLAND COLONIAL RECORD, VII. 251-2.
547. BARTLETT’S INDEX, page 329; Arnold, HISTORY OF RHODE ISLAND, II. 444; RHODE ISLAND COLONIAL RECORD, VIII. 618.
548. RHODE ISLAND COLONIAL RECORD, X. 7-8; Arnold, HISTORY OF RHODE ISLAND, II. 506.
549. BARTLETT’S INDEX, page 333; NARRAGANSETT HISTORICAL REGISTER, II. 298-9. The number of slaves in Rhode Island has 
been estimated as follows: — 
In 1708, 426. RHODE ISLAND COLONIAL RECORD, IV. 59.
In 1730, 1,648. RHODE ISLAND HISTORICAL TRACTS, No. 19, pt. 2, page 99.
In 1749, 3,077. Williams, HISTORY OF THE NEGRO RACE IN AMERICA, I. 281.
In 1756, 4,697. Williams, HISTORY OF THE NEGRO RACE IN AMERICA, I. 281.
In 1774, 3,761. RHODE ISLAND COLONIAL RECORD, VII. 253.

AMERICAN REVOLUTION
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May 17, Tuesday: Pugachev’s forces captured Fort Magnitnaia (Magnitogorsk).

Carrying a much more aggressive colonial policy, General Thomas Gage arrived in Boston to take up the post 
of royal governor of the Massachusetts Bay Colony, replacing Thomas Hutchinson (this former royal governor 
would depart for England, where he would act as an adviser to King George III and the British ministry on 
American affairs, uniformly counseling moderation).

A former resident of the Caribbean island of Antigua named Jacob Schoemaker, a slaveholder who had for a 
time been living in Providence, Rhode Island off the earnings of a black father named Tom whom he had rented 
out, had died intestate. Tom, therefore, along with his wife and their four young children, had therefore by 
default become the property of the town. Moses Brown had therefore petitioned the town meeting, to set free 
this family of six. On this day an emergency meeting of the citizens was called to consider the new Boston 
Port Bill, which had closed the harbor of Boston pending reimbursement to the East India Company for the 
cargo of tea it had lost in the Boston Tea Party. Moses Brown managed to get the two issues, of freedom for 
Americans and of freedom for Tom and his family, tied together in the minds of the citizens attending the town 
meeting, by proclaiming how very “unbecoming” it would be for American freemen to be, simultaneously, 
American enslavers. The resolution voted therefore contained a clause, “and they do hereby give up all claim 
of right or property in them.” Going even beyond that particular, “Whereas the inhabitants of America are 
engaged in the preservation of their rights and liberties; and as personal liberty is an essential part of the natural 
rights of mankind, the deputies of the town are directed to use their endeavors to obtain an act of the General 
Assembly prohibiting the importation of Negro slaves into this colony; and that all Negroes born in the colony, 
should be free, after obtaining to a certain age.” This was the first such call by any assembly in the American 
colonies. The new Quaker, Friend Moses, would soon be sitting down with the recently disowned Quaker, 
Stephen Hopkins, to craft a bill banning the slave trade in Rhode Island, and this is the language which the two 
of them would come up with: “Whereas the inhabitants of America are generally engaged in the preservation 
of their own rights and liberties ... as those who are desirous of enjoying all the advantages of liberty 
themselves, should be willing to extend personal liberty to others; Therefore, be it enacted ... that for the future, 
no Negro or mulatto slave shall be brought into this colony; and in case any slave shall hereafter be brought 
in, he or she shall be, and are hereby, rendered immediately free.”

June: Friend Moses Brown and the recently disowned Quaker governor Stephen Hopkins took the language of their 
proposed slave-trade bill to the assembly in Newport, Rhode Island: “Whereas the inhabitants of America are 
generally engaged in the preservation of their own rights and liberties ... as those who are desirous of enjoying 
all the advantages of liberty themselves, should be willing to extend personal liberty to others; Therefore, be 
it enacted ... that for the future, no Negro or mulatto slave shall be brought into this colony; and in case any 
slave shall hereafter be brought in, he or she shall be, and are hereby, rendered immediately free.”550

“An Act prohibiting the importation of Negroes into this
Colony.”

550. The bill would, of course, be gutted. Its practical import would be nil.
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“Whereas, the inhabitants of America are generally engaged in
the preservation of their own rights and liberties, among which,
that of personal freedom must be considered as the greatest; as
those who are desirous of enjoying all the advantages of liberty
themselves, should be willing to extend personal liberty to
others; — 
“Therefore, be it enacted ... that for the future, no negro or
mulatto slave shall be brought into this colony; and in case any
slave shall hereafter be brought in, he or she shall be, and are
hereby, rendered immediately free, so far as respects personal
freedom, and the enjoyment of private property, in the same
manner as the native Indians.”
“Provided that the slaves of settlers and travellers be
excepted.
“Provided, also, that nothing in this act shall extend, or be
deemed to extend, to any negro or mulatto slave brought from the
coast of Africa, into the West Indies, on board any vessel
belonging to this colony, and which negro or mulatto slave could
not be disposed of in the West Indies, but shall be brought into
this colony.
“Provided, that the owner of such negro or mulatto slave give
bond to the general treasurer of the said colony, within ten
days after such arrival in the sum of £100, lawful money, for
each and every such negro or mulatto slave so brought in, that
such negro or mulatto slave shall be exported out of the colony,
within one year from the date of such bond; if such negro or
mulatto be alive, and in a condition to be removed.”
“Provided, also, that nothing in this act shall extend, or be
deemed to extend, to any negro or mulatto slave that may be on
board any vessel belonging to this colony, now at sea, in her
present voyage.” Heavy penalties are laid for bringing in
Negroes in order to free them. COLONIAL RECORDS, VII. 251-3.
[1784, February: “It is voted and resolved, that the whole of
the clause contained in an act of this Assembly, passed at June
session, A.D. 1774, permitting slaves brought from the coast of
Africa into the West Indies, on board any vessel belonging to
this (then colony, now) state, and who could not be disposed of
in the West Indies, &c., be, and the same is, hereby repealed.”
COLONIAL RECORDS, X. 8.]

Governor Stephen Hopkins’s biographer William Eaton Foster would in 1883 totally misconstrue this, 
perpetrating any number of blunders. In his “Appendix U” to STEPHEN HOPKINS, A RHODE ISLAND 
STATESMAN, entitled “Stephen Hopkins’s Connection with the Society of Friends,” on page 247, he would 
misrepresent Hopkins as the sole author of this legislation, misrepresent the enactment of the legislation as 
effective when in actuality it changed nothing, misrepresent the Religious Society of Friends as a group that 
had “membership” when in fact in this century there was never any such a thing as a membership list, 
misrepresent the Quaker process of disownment as a cancellation of membership (which it most decidedly 
never was), pretend there to be an equivalence between societal policymaking (freeing other white people’s 
black slaves at these other people’s expense) and personal estate planning (freeing one’s own black slaves at 
one’s own expense) when in fact there was never any such equivalence, and pretend that simply because the 
governor continued to call himself a Friend after his disownment, he could not have been struggling to free 
himself from religious influence in the sphere of political decisionmaking.
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Stephen Hopkins was in 1774 the author of the humane act of
legislation by which the enslaving of negroes for the future was
prohibited in Rhode Island. In 1772, however, a strong pressure
had been brought to bear on him to set at liberty one of his own
slaves. He did not accede to this demand. Subsequent efforts,
continued from month to month, appear to have been equally
unavailing. Final action was taken by the Society of Friends,
March 25, 1773, when his membership was cancelled. What may have
been the ground for Stephen Hopkins’s refusal is not easy to
determine. It was apparently not a disapproval of emancipation,
as is seen by his action elsewhere. Nor can it be set down to a
desire to break with the Friends, for he still continued to call
himself a Friend.

This is almost, but not quite, as egregious as a lecture I went to in April 2007 at the Moses Brown School, 
offered by a Quaker genealogist who suggested that Hopkins’s heart had been in the right place because 1.) 
allegedly at one time in his earlier life he had manumitted one of his slaves (providing no evidence whatever 
that this assertion was accurate, over and above offering no argument whatever that this actually demonstrated 
Hopkins’s good-guy status), because 2.) allegedly Hopkins was refusing to manumit only one slave, who was 
a woman named Hannah (according to the census of 1774, he owned six), and refused freedom to her only 
because this would not have served the needs of her two small children (offering no evidence whatever that 
the number was singular rather than plural, or that the person was female, or that the name this genealogist 
assigned was accurate, or that said children actually existed), and because 3.) in Hopkins’s will his slaves were 
to be set free upon his death (offering no evidence whatever that this will mentioning the liberation of an 
indefinite but plural number of slaves was effectively implemented, when we know very well that in the 
process known as probate no mere statement of intention could have manumitted a slave unless and until all 
creditors to the estate had previously been paid off, and paid off in full).

August: Friend Moses Brown petitioned that the town meeting of Providence direct the delegates that town would send 
to the General Assembly of Rhode Island, to support the bill he had authored in suppression of the participation 
of local citizens in the international slave trade, and local abolition of slavery, and manumission of existing 
local slaves. The town meeting rejected his abolitionist petition, instancing that such a proposal contained 
“matters of great importance” that might well “materially affect the property of individuals” — and that 
therefore “the freemen of the town” deserved to have more time to organize themselves in opposition to it, and 
protect their property rights and their American freedoms.

September 12, Monday: The town meeting of Providence, Rhode Island repudiated Friend Moses Brown’s petition 
that the town’s delegates to the General Assembly be instructed to support the bill he had authored in 
suppression of the slave trade, and abolition of slavery, and freeing of slaves. The town meeting rejected this 
by voting “that no instructions be given to the representatives of this town regarding the slave import bill.” 
Of course, no on the manumission of local slaves. Of course, no on the local abolition of the institution of 
human enslavement. But also, no on the suppression of local participation in the international slave trade. No, 
no, and no. There was something very fundamental about the concern that the white citizens of Providence had 
about liberty, that Moses simply had not grasped. What he had not grasped was that their concern about liberty 
was entirely a concern about their own liberty, and not at all a concern about somebody else’s liberty.
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October 12, Wednesday: The Continental Congress resolved that “We will neither import, nor purchase any Slave 
imported after the First Day of December next; after which Time, we will wholly discontinue the Slave Trade, 
and will neither be concerned in it ourselves, nor will we hire our Vessels, nor sell our Commodities or 
Manufactures to those who are concerned in it.”

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: The first Continental Congress met
September 5, 1774, and on September 22 recommended merchants to
send no more orders for foreign goods.551 On September 27 “Mr.
Lee made a motion for a non-importation,” and it was unanimously
resolved to import no goods from Great Britain after December
1, 1774.552 Afterward, Ireland and the West Indies were also
included, and a committee consisting of Low of New York, Mifflin
of Pennsylvania, Lee of Virginia, and Johnson of Connecticut
were appointed “to bring in a Plan for carrying into Effect the
Non-importation, Non-consumption, and Non-exportation resolved
on.”553 The next move was to instruct this committee to include
in the proscribed articles, among other things, “Molasses,
Coffee or Piemento from the British Plantations or from Dominica,”
— a motion which cut deep into the slave-trade circle of
commerce, and aroused some opposition. “Will, can, the people
bear a total interruption of the West India trade?” asked Low
of New York; “Can they live without rum, sugar, and molasses?
Will not this impatience and vexation defeat the measure?”554

The committee finally reported, October 12, 1774, and after
three days’ discussion and amendment the proposal passed. This
document, after a recital of grievances, declared that, in the
opinion of the colonists, a non-importation agreement would best
secure redress; goods from Great Britain, Ireland, the East and
West Indies, and Dominica were excluded; and it was resolved
that “We will neither import, nor purchase any Slave imported
after the First Day of December next; after which Time, we will
wholly discontinue the Slave Trade, and will neither be
concerned in it ourselves, nor will we hire our Vessels, nor
sell our Commodities or Manufactures to those who are concerned
in it.”555

Strong and straightforward as this resolution was, time
unfortunately proved that it meant very little. Two years later,
in this same Congress, a decided opposition was manifested to
branding the slave-trade as inhuman, and it was thirteen years
before South Carolina stopped the slave-trade or Massachusetts
prohibited her citizens from engaging in it. The passing of so
strong a resolution must be explained by the motives before

551. JOURNALS OF CONGRESS, I. 20. Cf. P.L. Ford, THE ASSOCIATION OF THE FIRST CONGRESS, in Political Science Quarterly, VI. 
615-7.
552. John Adams, WORKS, II. 382.
553. JOURNALS OF CONGRESS, I. 21.
554. JOURNALS OF CONGRESS, I. 24; Drayton; MEMOIRS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION, I. 147; John Adams, WORKS, II. 394.
555. JOURNALS OF CONGRESS, I. 27, 32-8.

CONTINETAL CONGRESS
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given, by the character of the drafting committee, by the desire
of America in this crisis to appear well before the world, and
by the natural moral enthusiasm aroused by the imminence of a
great national struggle.

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY

HDT WHAT? INDEX
The Virginia legislature, in acting upon the recommendations of its committee on slaves, of which Thomas 
Jefferson had been a part, decided not to incorporate Jefferson’s “significant additions” to their code. We may 
infer from this that Jefferson’s aversion toward the presence in Virginia of non-enslaved Negroes, and his 
aversion toward white women who gave birth to children of mixed race, was more emphatic rather than less 
emphatic than the usual sentiment among white Virginians of the period. Conor Cruise O’Brien has 
commented, in regard to Jefferson’s desire to make an outlaw of any white woman with a baby of mixed race, 
his proposition that both mother and child if they did not leave the state within one year would be declared 
outside “the protection of the laws”:556

In the circumstances that proposition was a license
for lynching — for the physical destruction of mother
and child by any Virginian who might care to do the
job. Volunteers would not be lacking.

The much maligned Conor Cruise O’Brien is of course not alone in such sentiments:

“The United States of America had human slavery for
almost one hundred years before that custom was
recognized as a social disease and people began to fight
it. Imagine that. Wasn’t that a match for Auschwitz?
What a beacon of liberty we were to the rest of the world
when it was perfectly acceptable here to own other human
beings and treat them as we treated cattle. Who told you
we were a beacon of liberty from the very beginning?
Why would they lie like that? Thomas Jefferson owned
slaves, and not many people found that odd. It was as
though he had an infected growth on the end of his nose
the size of a walnut, and everybody thought that was
perfectly OK.”

– Kurt Vonnegut, FATES WORSE THAN DEATH, page 84

1775

556. Conor Cruise O’Brien, “Thomas Jefferson: Radical and Racist,” The Atlantic Monthly 278:4 (October 1996): 53-74.

THOMAS JEFFERSON
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An invention important to the development of the cloth industry occurred during this year. Richard Arkwright 
developed a series of combinations. Because this development would have an impact on the demand for bales 
of cotton as a raw material for cloth, it would eventually have an impact on the demand for field labor to grow 
this cotton, and therefore would have consequences in terms of human slavery — and in terms of the 
international slave trade.557

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: The history of slavery and the slave-
trade after 1820 must be read in the light of the industrial
revolution through which the civilized world passed in the first
half of the nineteenth century. Between the years 1775 and 1825
occurred economic events and changes of the highest importance
and widest influence. Though all branches of industry felt the
impulse of this new industrial life, yet, “if we consider single
industries, cotton manufacture has, during the nineteenth
century, made the most magnificent and gigantic advances.”558

This fact is easily explained by the remarkable series of
inventions that revolutionized this industry between 1738 and
1830, including Arkwright’s, Watt’s, Compton’s, and
Cartwright’s epoch-making contrivances.559 The effect which
these inventions had on the manufacture of cotton goods is best
illustrated by the fact that in England, the chief cotton market
of the world, the consumption of raw cotton rose steadily from
13,000 bales in 1781, to 572,000 in 1820, to 871,000 in 1830,
and to 3,366,000 in 1860.560 Very early, therefore, came the
query whence the supply of raw cotton was to come. Tentative
experiments on the rich, broad fields of the Southern United
States, together with the indispensable invention of Whitney’s
cotton-gin, soon answered this question: a new economic future
was opened up to this land, and immediately the whole South began
to extend its cotton culture, and more and more to throw its
whole energy into this one staple.
Here it was that the fatal mistake of compromising with slavery
in the beginning, and of the policy of laissez-faire pursued
thereafter, became painfully manifest; for, instead now of a

557. Bear in mind that in early periods the Southern states of the United States of America produced no significant amount of cotton 
fiber for export — such production not beginning until 1789. In fact, according to page 92 of Seybert’s STATISTICS, in 1784 a small 
parcel of cotton that had found its way from the US to Liverpool had been refused admission to England, because it was the customs 
agent’s opinion that this involved some sort of subterfuge: it could not have originated in the United States.
558. Beer, Geschichte des Welthandels im 19TEN Jahrhundert, II. 67.
559. A list of these inventions most graphically illustrates this advance: — 
1738, John Jay, fly-shuttle. John Wyatt, spinning by rollers.
1748, Lewis Paul, carding-machine.
1760, Robert Kay, drop-box.
1769, Richard Arkwright, water-frame and throstle. James Watt, steam-engine.
1772, James Lees, improvements on carding-machine.
1775, Richard Arkwright, series of combinations.
1779, Samuel Compton, mule.
1785, Edmund Cartwright, power-loom.
1803-4, Radcliffe and Johnson, dressing-machine.
1817, Roberts, fly-frame.
1818, William Eaton, self-acting frame.
1825-30, Roberts, improvements on mule.
Cf. Baines,  HISTORY OF THE COTTON MANUFACTURE, pages 116-231; Encyclopædia Britannica, 9th ed., article “Cotton.”
560. Baines,  HISTORY OF THE COTTON MANUFACTURE, page 215. A bale weighed from 375 lbs. to 400 lbs.
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healthy, normal, economic development along proper industrial
lines, we have the abnormal and fatal rise of a slave-labor large
farming system, which, before it was realized, had so
intertwined itself with and braced itself upon the economic
forces of an industrial age, that a vast and terrible civil war
was necessary to displace it. The tendencies to a patriarchal
serfdom, recognizable in the age of Washington and Jefferson,
began slowly but surely to disappear; and in the second quarter
of the century Southern slavery was irresistibly changing from
a family institution to an industrial system.
The development of Southern slavery has heretofore been viewed
so exclusively from the ethical and social standpoint that we
are apt to forget its close and indissoluble connection with the
world’s cotton market. Beginning with 1820, a little after the
close of the Napoleonic wars, when the industry of cotton
manufacture had begun its modern development and the South had
definitely assumed her position as chief producer of raw cotton,
we find the average price of cotton per pound, 8½d. From this
time until 1845 the price steadily fell, until in the latter
year it reached 4d.; the only exception to this fall was in the
years 1832-1839, when, among other things, a strong increase in
the English demand, together with an attempt of the young slave
power to “corner” the market, sent the price up as high as 11d.
The demand for cotton goods soon outran a crop which McCullough
had pronounced “prodigious,” and after 1845 the price started
on a steady rise, which, except for the checks suffered during
the continental revolutions and the Crimean War, continued until
1860.561 The steady increase in the production of cotton explains
the fall in price down to 1845. In 1822 the crop was a half-
million bales; in 1831, a million; in 1838, a million and a half;
and in 1840-1843, two million. By this time the world’s
consumption of cotton goods began to increase so rapidly that,
in spite of the increase in Southern crops, the price kept
rising. Three million bales were gathered in 1852, three and a
half million in 1856, and the remarkable crop of five million
bales in 1860.562

Here we have data to explain largely the economic development
of the South. By 1822 the large-plantation slave system had
gained footing; in 1838-1839 it was able to show its power in
the cotton “corner;” by the end of the next decade it had not
only gained a solid economic foundation, but it had built a
closed oligarchy with a political policy. The changes in price
during the next few years drove out of competition many
survivors of the small-farming free-labor system, and put the
slave régime in position to dictate the policy of the nation. The
zenith of the system and the first inevitable signs of decay
came in the years 1850-1860, when the rising price of cotton
threw the whole economic energy of the South into its
cultivation, leading to a terrible consumption of soil and
slaves, to a great increase in the size of plantations, and to
increasing power and effrontery on the part of the slave barons.

561. The prices cited are from Newmarch and Tooke, and refer to the London market. The average price in 1855-60 was about 7d.
562. From United States census reports.
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Finally, when a rising moral crusade conjoined with threatened
economic disaster, the oligarchy, encouraged by the state of the
cotton market, risked all on a political coup-d’état, which failed
in the war of 1861-1865.563

THE FALLACY OF MOMENTISM: THIS STARRY UNIVERSE DOES NOT 
CONSIST OF A SEQUENCE OF MOMENTS. THAT IS A FIGMENT, ONE WE 

HAVE RECOURSE TO IN ORDER TO PRIVILEGE TIME OVER CHANGE, 
A PRIVILEGING THAT MAKES CHANGE SEEM UNREAL, DERIVATIVE, A 

MERE APPEARANCE. IN FACT IT IS CHANGE AND ONLY CHANGE WHICH 
WE EXPERIENCE AS REALITY, TIME BEING BY WAY OF RADICAL 

CONTRAST UNEXPERIENCED — A MERE INTELLECTUAL CONSTRUCT. 
THERE EXISTS NO SUCH THING AS A MOMENT. NO “INSTANT” HAS 

EVER FOR AN INSTANT EXISTED.

January 18, Wednesday: Berthe, an opéra by François-André Danican-Philidor, François-Joseph Gossec and others to 
words of de Pleinchesne, was performed for the initial time, at the Théâtre de la Monnaie, Brussels. Danican-
Philidor sent the overture from Paris on this day and it would not arrive until January 24th, but the opera would 
probably not be repeated.

A solemn mass in memory of Giovanni Battista Sammartini was sung by musicians of the Milan Cathedral 
and others. Several Sammartini symphonies were played.

Acton voted to compensate its minutemen for their regular training.

A minute company was raised [in Acton] and commanded by Captain
Isaac Davis; and the town voted, on the 18th of January, 1775,
to pay 30 men 8d. per day to drill twice a week, 3 hours each
day, until the first day of May. The important services rendered
by this company in the Battle of Concord, on the 19th of April,
and the unfortunate death of Captain Davis and Mr. Hayward, have
already been noticed in the History of Concord. This and the
standing company were distinguished for their prompt and

563. Cf. United States census reports; and Olmsted, THE COTTON KINGDOM.
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energetic action on that and other occasions.564

Georgia did not ratify the articles of “Association.” Delegates showed up for the assembly from only five of 
Georgia’s twelve parishes, and a number of the delegates who did come intended to vote against Georgia’s 
association with the other colonies in their conflict with the mother country. Before this assembly could 
disapprove, however, the governor of the colony dismissed it on the ground that it was unrepresentative. Some 
of the delegates did sign an agreement to stop the importation of slaves by March 15, 1775, four months late; 
however, this article was of course not binding on the colony of Georgia.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: The unanimity with which the colonists
received this “Association” is not perhaps as remarkable as the
almost entire absence of comment on the radical slave-trade
clause. A Connecticut town-meeting in December 1774, noticed
“with singular pleasure ... the second Article of the
Association, in which it is agreed to import no more Negro
Slaves.”565 This comment appears to have been almost the only
one. There were in various places some evidences of disapproval;
but only in the State of Georgia was this widespread and
determined, and based mainly on the slave-trade clause.566 This
opposition delayed the ratification meeting until January 18,
1775, and then delegates from but five of the twelve parishes
appeared, and many of these had strong instructions against the
approval of the plan. Before this meeting could act, the
governor adjourned it, on the ground that it did not represent
the province. Some of the delegates signed an agreement, one

564. Lemuel Shattuck’s 1835 A HISTORY OF THE TOWN OF CONCORD;.... Boston: Russell, Odiorne, and Company; 
Concord MA: John Stacy
(On or about November 11, 1837 Henry Thoreau would indicate a familiarity 
with the contents of at least pages 2-3 and 6-9 of this historical study.)

565. Danbury, Dec. 12, 1774: Force, AMERICAN ARCHIVES, 4th Series, I. 1038. This case and that of Georgia are the only ones I 
have found in which the slave-trade clause was specifically mentioned.
566. Force, AMERICAN ARCHIVES, 4th Series, I. 1033, 1136, 1160, 1163; II. 279-281, 1544; JOURNALS OF CONGRESS, May 13, 15, 
17, 1775.

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/transclusions/18/35/1835_HistoryOfConcord/DrShattuck1835_CONTENTS.pdf


TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY

HDT WHAT? INDEX
article of which promised to stop the importation of slaves
March 15, 1775, i.e., four months later than the national
“Association” had directed. This was not, of course, binding on
the province; and although a town like Darien might declare “our
disapprobation and abhorrence of the unnatural practice of
Slavery in America”567 yet the powerful influence of Savannah was
“not likely soon to give matters a favourable turn. The
importers were mostly against any interruption, and the
consumers very much divided.”568 Thus the efforts of this
Assembly failed, their resolutions being almost unknown, and,
as a gentleman writes, “I hope for the honour of the Province
ever will remain so.”569 The delegates to the Continental
Congress selected by this rump assembly refused to take their
seats. Meantime South Carolina stopped trade with Georgia,
because it “hath not acceded to the Continental Association,”570

and the single Georgia parish of St. Johns appealed to the second
Continental Congress to except it from the general boycott of
the colony. This county had already resolved not to “purchase
any Slave imported at Savannah (large Numbers of which we
understand are there expected) till the Sense of Congress shall
be made known to us.”571

May 17, 1775, Congress resolved unanimously “That all
exportations to Quebec, Nova-Scotia, the Island of St. John’s,
Newfoundland, Georgia, except the Parish of St. John’s, and to East and
West Florida, immediately cease.”572 These measures brought the
refractory colony to terms, and the Provincial Congress, July
4, 1775, finally adopted the “Association,” and resolved, among
other things, “That we will neither import or purchase any Slave
imported from Africa, or elsewhere, after this day.”573

The non-importation agreement was in the beginning, at least,
well enforced by the voluntary action of the loosely federated
nation. The slave-trade clause seems in most States to have been
observed with the others. In South Carolina “a cargo of near
three hundred slaves was sent out of the Colony by the consignee,
as being interdicted by the second article of the
Association.”574 In Virginia the vigilance committee of Norfolk
“hold up for your just indignation Mr. John Brown, Merchant, of
this place,” who has several times imported slaves from Jamaica;
and he is thus publicly censured “to the end that all such foes
to the rights of British America may be publickly known ... as the
enemies of American Liberty, and that every person may henceforth
break off all dealings with him.”575

567. Force, AMERICAN ARCHIVES, 4th Series, I. 1136.
568. Force, AMERICAN ARCHIVES, 4th Series, II. 279-81.
569. Force, AMERICAN ARCHIVES, 4th Series, I. 1160.
570. Force, AMERICAN ARCHIVES, 4th Series, I. 1163.
571. JOURNALS OF CONGRESS, May 13, 15, 1775.
572. JOURNALS OF CONGRESS, May 17, 1775.
573. Force, AMERICAN ARCHIVES, 4th Series, II. 1545.
574. Drayton, MEMOIRS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION, I. 182. Cf. pages 181-7; Ramsay, HISTORY OF SOUTH CAROLINA, I. 231.
575. Force, AMERICAN ARCHIVES, 4th Series, II. 33-4.
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March 26, Sunday: The South Carolina Provincial Congress adopted a constitution and established an independent 
government with John Rutledge as president.

March 27, Monday: The legislature of the colony of Delaware wanted to prohibit any further importation of slaves, 
but then the governor vetoed this legislation.

Passed the Assembly and was vetoed by the governor. Force,
AMERICAN ARCHIVES, 4th Series, II. 128-9.

July 4, Tuesday: The Provincial Congress adopted the “Association,” agreeing “That we will neither import or 
purchase any Slave imported from Africa, or elsewhere, after this day.”

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: The unanimity with which the colonists
received this “Association” is not perhaps as remarkable as the
almost entire absence of comment on the radical slave-trade
clause. A Connecticut town-meeting in December 1774, noticed
“with singular pleasure ... the second Article of the
Association, in which it is agreed to import no more Negro
Slaves.”576 This comment appears to have been almost the only
one. There were in various places some evidences of disapproval;
but only in the State of Georgia was this widespread and
determined, and based mainly on the slave-trade clause.577 This
opposition delayed the ratification meeting until January 18,
1775, and then delegates from but five of the twelve parishes
appeared, and many of these had strong instructions against the
approval of the plan. Before this meeting could act, the
governor adjourned it, on the ground that it did not represent
the province. Some of the delegates signed an agreement, one
article of which promised to stop the importation of slaves
March 15, 1775, i.e., four months later than the national
“Association” had directed. This was not, of course, binding on
the province; and although a town like Darien might declare “our
disapprobation and abhorrence of the unnatural practice of
Slavery in America”578 yet the powerful influence of Savannah was
“not likely soon to give matters a favourable turn. The
importers were mostly against any interruption, and the
consumers very much divided.”579 Thus the efforts of this
Assembly failed, their resolutions being almost unknown, and,
as a gentleman writes, “I hope for the honour of the Province
ever will remain so.”580 The delegates to the Continental
Congress selected by this rump assembly refused to take their
seats. Meantime South Carolina stopped trade with Georgia,
because it “hath not acceded to the Continental Association,”581

and the single Georgia parish of St. Johns appealed to the second

576. Danbury, Dec. 12, 1774: Force, AMERICAN ARCHIVES, 4th Series, I. 1038. This case and that of Georgia are the only ones I 
have found in which the slave-trade clause was specifically mentioned.
577. Force, AMERICAN ARCHIVES, 4th Series, I. 1033, 1136, 1160, 1163; II. 279-281, 1544; JOURNALS OF CONGRESS, May 13, 15, 
17, 1775.
578. Force, AMERICAN ARCHIVES, 4th Series, I. 1136.
579. Force, AMERICAN ARCHIVES, 4th Series, II. 279-81.
580. Force, AMERICAN ARCHIVES, 4th Series, I. 1160.
581. Force, AMERICAN ARCHIVES, 4th Series, I. 1163.

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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Continental Congress to except it from the general boycott of
the colony. This county had already resolved not to “purchase
any Slave imported at Savannah (large Numbers of which we
understand are there expected) till the Sense of Congress shall
be made known to us.”582

May 17, 1775, Congress resolved unanimously “That all
exportations to Quebec, Nova-Scotia, the Island of St. John’s,
Newfoundland, Georgia, except the Parish of St. John’s, and to East and
West Florida, immediately cease.”583 These measures brought the
refractory colony to terms, and the Provincial Congress, July
4, 1775, finally adopted the “Association,” and resolved, among
other things, “That we will neither import or purchase any Slave
imported from Africa, or elsewhere, after this day.”584

The non-importation agreement was in the beginning, at least,
well enforced by the voluntary action of the loosely federated
nation. The slave-trade clause seems in most States to have been
observed with the others. In South Carolina “a cargo of near
three hundred slaves was sent out of the Colony by the consignee,
as being interdicted by the second article of the
Association.”585 In Virginia the vigilance committee of Norfolk
“hold up for your just indignation Mr. John Brown, Merchant, of
this place,” who has several times imported slaves from Jamaica;
and he is thus publicly censured “to the end that all such foes
to the rights of British America may be publickly known ... as the
enemies of American Liberty, and that every person may henceforth
break off all dealings with him.”586

November 23: The Williamsburg Convention, in Virginia, offered a curious communication to the general public, 
which would appear to have been at least in part propaganda intended to persuade local black slaves not to 
accept the British offer to participate in the war on the British side, in exchange for postwar freedom. On Lord 
Dunmore’s Proclamation:

“Our Assemblies have repeatedly passed acts, laying heavy duties
upon imported Negroes, by which they meant altogether to prevent
the horrid traffick; but their humane intentions have been as
often frustrated by the cruelty and covetousness of a set of
English merchants.” ... The Americans would, if possible, “not
only prevent any more Negroes from losing their freedom, but
restore it to such as have already unhappily lost it.” Force,
AMERICAN ARCHIVES, 4th Series, III. 1387.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: At the outbreak of the Revolution six
main reasons, some of which were old and of slow growth, others
peculiar to the abnormal situation of that time, led to
concerted action against the slave-trade. The first reason was
the economic failure of slavery in the Middle and Eastern

582. JOURNALS OF CONGRESS, May 13, 15, 1775.
583. JOURNALS OF CONGRESS, May 17, 1775.
584. Force, AMERICAN ARCHIVES, 4th Series, II. 1545.
585. Drayton, MEMOIRS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION, I. 182. Cf. pages 181-7; Ramsay, HISTORY OF SOUTH CAROLINA, I. 231.
586. Force, AMERICAN ARCHIVES, 4th Series, II. 33-4.
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colonies; this gave rise to the presumption that like failure
awaited the institution in the South. Secondly, the new
philosophy of “Freedom” and the “Rights of man,” which formed
the corner-stone of the Revolution, made the dullest realize
that, at the very least, the slave-trade and a struggle for
“liberty” were not consistent. Thirdly, the old fear of slave
insurrections, which had long played so prominent a part in
legislation, now gained new power from the imminence of war and
from the well-founded fear that the British might incite servile
uprisings. Fourthly, nearly all the American slave markets were,
in 1774-1775, overstocked with slaves, and consequently many of
the strongest partisans of the system were “bulls” on the
market, and desired to raise the value of their slaves by at
least a temporary stoppage of the trade. Fifthly, since the
vested interests of the slave-trading merchants were liable to
be swept away by the opening of hostilities, and since the price
of slaves was low,587 there was from this quarter little active
opposition to a cessation of the trade for a season. Finally,
it was long a favorite belief of the supporters of the Revolution
that, as English exploitation of colonial resources had caused
the quarrel, the best weapon to bring England to terms was the
economic expedient of stopping all commercial intercourse with
her. Since, then, the slave-trade had ever formed an important
part of her colonial traffic, it was one of the first branches
of commerce which occurred to the colonists as especially suited
to their ends.588

Such were the complicated moral, political, and economic motives
which underlay the first national action against the slave-
trade. This action was taken by the “Association,” a union of
the colonies entered into to enforce the policy of stopping
commercial intercourse with England. The movement was not a
great moral protest against an iniquitous traffic; although it
had undoubtedly a strong moral backing, it was primarily a
temporary war measure.

587. Sheffield, OBSERVATIONS ON AMERICAN COMMERCE, page 28; P.L. Ford, THE ASSOCIATION OF THE FIRST CONGRESS, in 
Political Science Quarterly, VI. 615-7.
588. Cf., e.g., Arthur Lee’s letter to R.H. Lee, March 18, 1774, in which non-intercourse is declared “the only advisable and sure 
mode of defence”: Force, AMERICAN ARCHIVES, 4th Series, I. 229. Cf. also AMERICAN ARCHIVES, 4th Series, I., page 240; P.L. 
Ford, THE ASSOCIATION OF THE FIRST CONGRESS, in Political Science Quarterly, VI. 614-5.
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April 3, Wednesday: Publication of the 1st of Thomas Paine’s “The Forester’s Letters.”

The Continental Congress resolved (but not for the reasons that you’d suppose) “That no slave be imported 
into any of the thirteen United Colonies.”

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: The strain of war at last proved too
much for this voluntary blockade, and after some hesitancy
Congress, April 3, 1776, resolved to allow the importation of
articles not the growth or manufacture of Great Britain, except
tea. They also voted “That no slaves be imported into any of the
thirteen United Colonies.”589 This marks a noticeable change of
attitude from the strong words of two years previous: the former
was a definitive promise; this is a temporary resolve, which
probably represented public opinion much better than the former.
On the whole, the conclusion is inevitably forced on the student
of this first national movement against the slave-trade, that
its influence on the trade was but temporary and insignificant,
and that at the end of the experiment the outlook for the final
suppression of the trade was little brighter than before. The
whole movement served as a sort of social test of the power and
importance of the slave-trade, which proved to be far more
powerful than the platitudes of many of the Revolutionists had
assumed.
The effect of the movement on the slave-trade in general was to
begin, possibly a little earlier than otherwise would have been
the case, that temporary breaking up of the trade which the war
naturally caused. “There was a time, during the late war,” says
Clarkson, “when the slave trade may be considered as having been
nearly abolished.”590 The prices of slaves rose correspondingly
high, so that smugglers made fortunes.591 It is stated that in
the years 1772-1778 slave merchants of Liverpool failed for the
sum of £710,000.592 All this, of course, might have resulted from
the war, without the “Association;” but in the long run the
“Association” aided in frustrating the very designs which the
framers of the first resolve had in mind; for the temporary
stoppage in the end created an extraordinary demand for slaves,
and led to a slave-trade after the war nearly as large as that
before.

1776

589. JOURNALS OF CONGRESS, II. 122.
590. Clarkson, IMPOLICY OF THE SLAVE-TRADE, pages 125-8.
591. Clarkson, IMPOLICY OF THE SLAVE-TRADE, pages 25-6.
592. Clarkson, IMPOLICY OF THE SLAVE-TRADE, pages 25-6.
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June 28, Friday: In the initial major naval battle of the Revolution, a fleet of 11 British warships and 1,500 troops under 
Admiral Sir Peter Parker attacked Ft. Moultrie on Sullivan’s Island in Charleston Harbor, South Carolina. They 
were repulsed with severe damage to the vessels, because the fort had been constructed of palmetto logs that 
were too spongy to be much damaged by cannonballs, and because British attackers attempting to wade across 
from Long Island found the water to be too deep.

The drafting committee presented its recommended draft for a declaration of independency, thus stopping the 
clock on the deadlines which had been imposed on its work. The draft, however, was merely tabled rather than 
picked up and immediately processed by the congress acting as a Committee of the Whole. Pauline Maier says 
of this draft:

No doubt it was a promising text, one that would have been easily
improved if the author could have put it aside for two weeks,
then looked at it afresh. Jefferson didn’t have two weeks.
He had, however, the next best thing: an extraordinary editor.

CHARLESTON

AMERICAN REVOLUTION
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She is referring of course to the Congress acting collectively to improve the script:

According to John Adams’s 1805 autobiography, Jefferson’s drafting contribution amounted to merely “a day 
or two,” and came after the five members of the committee had not only outlined the document desired but 
also decided at least in general terms what its various “Articles” should say. These instructions to the 
draftsperson according to Adams had been issued in writing, as “minutes,” so they might be in a form which 
the draftsperson could take with him to his lodgings.

Whatever written directions or “minutes” the Committee of Five
gave Jefferson have long since disappeared.

JOHN TRUMBULL

The more alterations Congress made on his draft, the more miserable
Jefferson became. He had forgotten, as has posterity, that a draftsman
is not an author.
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Unless and until we have those instructive written “minutes” which Jefferson the scribe took with him to his 
lodgings, we have no way to determine the extent to which his subsequent “day or two” of work as a 
“draughtsman” amounted to more than a copying job, one of sheer elaboration.

Jefferson would make the old age claim that he had in his possession “written notes, taken by myself at the 
moment and on the spot,” but such materials are not now of record and there is every appearance that Jefferson, 
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at age 80, was lying. Furthermore, be it noted that the words he used, “written notes, taken by myself at the 
moment and on the spot,” are entirely ambiguous in that they might indicate that he was writing down the 
instructions of others under dictation, might indicate that he was jotting down his own thoughts and plans, or 
might indicate anything in between these two extremes. However that may be, Pauline Maier, on her page 100, 
concurs that he was “likely” lying when he made this assertion.

When, in 1852,  Frederick Douglass would deliver an address in Rochester, New York about our 
national Declaration of Independence, he would be forced to repudiate it since it had been a foundational 
document of, by, and for only those Americans who have the good fortune to be all white. He would need 
to take that tack because although this text about human freedom, which had originally been reported to 
“the representatives of the United states of America, in General Congress Assembled” as of this June 28, 1776, 
had in its originary version contained the following valid declaration in regard to slaves by King George III 
of England, and as to our right to free ourselves from such treatment —

— that portion had been omitted by the white delegates in their process of reconsideration of the document!

(Had they not expunged such a peroration, the representatives obviously brought themselves to recognize, 
it would render this new continental government liable to the same course of action in the future, on the part 
of its own black slaves, which these white men were contemplating in their initial honorific rebellion against 
their white king. This clause of the document would have been able to become a perfect legitimation for further 
rebelliousness, available to such a personage as Frederick Douglass: a war between the enslaved and enslaving 
races constructed in our originary document as being quite as legitimate as that earlier revolution of the whites 
against their white overlord. But no, they would be careful not to leave in the document a section useful 
to a later generation of freedom fighters of another hue!)

Now, it has ever been presumed that the above challenging paragraph about human freedom was something 
that was being created by Thomas Jefferson the believer in freedom, during his midnight-oil musings, and it 
has ever been presumed that the above challenging paragraph about human freedom was something that some 
cabal of other delegates of lesser audacity and benevolence at the congress would then have needed to voided 
in its entirety because they were not so firm in their belief in human freedom as was our Founding 
Father Jefferson the sole author of this Declaration of Independence writ.
But my intent here is to inquire as to how we know this to be the correct reconstruction of the course of events. 

he has waged cruel war against human nature itself, violating its most sacred
rights of life and liberty in the persons of a distant people who never offended
him, captivating & carrying them into slavery in another hemisphere or to
incur miserable death in their transportation thither. This piratical warfare,
the opprobrium of infidel powers, is the warfare of the Christian king of
Great Britain. Determined to keep open a market where Men should be
bought & sold, he has prostituted his negative for suppressing every
legislative attempt to prohibit or to restrain this execrable commerce. And
that this assemblage of horrors might want no fact of distinguished die, he is
now exciting those very people to rise in arms among us, and to purchase that
liberty of which he has deprived them, by murdering the people on whom he
also obtruded them: thus paying off former crimes committed against the
Liberties of one people, with crimes which he urges them to commit against
the lives of another.
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Bear in mind, Jefferson was the guy who would become so horrified at the idea of miscegenation between the 
races, that he would be ready to contemplate the killing of white women in Virginia who were guilty of bearing 
racially tainted children — and of such racially tainted children with them. Bear in mind, this is the Jefferson 
who later, as President, when later faced by a 2d American revolution, a revolution by black slaves on the 
Caribbean Island of Haiti, would become so horrified as to place that sugar island under an absolute embargo, 
directly transforming it by US fiat from the richest “Pearl of the Antilles” into the sort of pesthole it is today.

Had this Virginia slavemaster been the delegate who actually espoused the attitudes shown in the paragraph 
included above, from the draft for the document?

It seems that the document we frequently see reproduced, that is on display in our nation’s capital under heavy 
green glass, is not only not in the hand of this Thomas Jefferson, but does not even date all the way back to 
July 4th, 1776, let alone to this earlier June 28th. Instead, what we display for our corporate self-worship is a 
mere prettified copy that we are officiously passing off as if it had been that foundational writ. The Continental 
Congress would actually have its originary document set up in uggy movable metal type and printed off at a 
job print shop, rather than penned onto foolscap. If we ask the interesting question, how is it that this prettified 
late copy on foolscap is now being passed off as the original, the answer seems to be that such an anonymous 
piece of calligraphy, since it approximates handwriting, appears to be the work of one hand, and, appearing as 
a hand product, better supports one of the myths we have come to embrace: the myth of Sole Authorship. 

We know very well that Jefferson was not actually having quite as much to do with the drafting of the 
Declaration of Independence, as his posterity now chooses to pretend to recall. For instance, on the wall of 
the Jefferson Memorial in Washington DC we have carved a truncated version of the grandiloquent last 
paragraph of the Declaration and yet as we are well aware those were words that would be inserted primarily 
only during the general revision process, as a generally accepted replacement for other text which Jefferson 
had sponsored. Jefferson’s “autobiography,” written in 1820 when he was 77 after most of the other witnesses 
were out of the way, included an annotated version of his overnight draft showing the changes made by others 
subsequent to its submittal, and in that commentary what we have chiseled into the wall of his memorial 
is carefully exegeted as having been primarily the contribution of others. Also, we know that at the point 
at which Jefferson would begin to take sole credit for the Declaration, he would have become an old gent 
whose desire it was to be remembered for this creation of this foundational document, with the following 
eventually to be inscribed on his (replacement) tombstone593 at his slave plantation Monticello in Virginia:

At that point he would have become an octogenarian survivor whose grand claims could no longer readily 
be contested. He would have become able conveniently to forget that, at the time of enactment, he had been 
protesting that the other delegates were “mutilating” his work. He would have become able conveniently to 
forget how much editorial guidance he had been receiving, beforehand, from other members of the drafting 
committee, and elide this in his uncorroborated and entirely self-serving late narrative. He would in this late 
reconstruction neglect to make any similar record of the detailed instructions from other committee members 
which he had taken back to his lodgings with him for the preparation of that overnight draft — would choose 
to remember instead that these others had subsequently made but “two or three” minor changes in his draft!

593. In what year was this replacement grave marker with its inscription prepared, after the original marker had been chipped away 
by visitors? Had the original cenotaph been a blank stone?

Here was buried Thomas Jefferson,
author of the Declaration of American Independence,

of the statute of Virginia for religious freedom,
and father of the University of Virginia.
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Well, if this is to be suspected to be an exaggeration, was it typical, or atypical, of Jefferson, to exaggerate?
Jefferson was in fact frequently guilty of what John Quincy Adams, who knew the man, carefully referred to 
as “prodigies.” For instance, Jefferson once gratuitously insisted that for six weeks the thermometer had been 
below zero, when that was egregiously false. Also, he once claimed he had taught himself Spanish, when that, 
also, was a considerable exaggeration. Adam’s comment on this tendency was: 

“He knows better, but he wants to excite wonder.”

The actual origin of the document seems to have been in a draft of a “Declaration of Rights” which George 
Mason had prepared for Virginians, a draft which ran afoul of the delegation because it spoke of human slavery 
as “disgraceful to mankind.” Mason, when it came time to sign the original printed-up form of the Declaration 
of Independence as amended and approved, would decline to add his name at the foot of that document. 
He refused, ashamed, because he knew that in this form it would be made to apply only to white Americans. 
It was this which would free Thomas Jefferson, who never in his life saw anything problematic about 
American racism, later into his dotage, to claim to have been the Sole Author of that repudiated document.594

I would like to suggest that we may be quite mistaken in presuming it to have been Jefferson who wrote the 
above paragraph about freedom for slaves, and in presuming that the better judgment of the other delegates 
over-rode his convictions in this area. It may well have been, instead, that this paragraph about the horror of 
slavery reflects instructions given by other drafters to Jefferson, which this slavemaster and other slavemasters 
would finally succeed in overcoming. –That alternate, unconsidered interpretation is a possibility which 
is definitely more compatible with a Jefferson who would later express such a horror of miscegenation, 
and demonstrate such mistrust in the processes of freedom in Haiti.

Thus, actually, the claim that Jefferson wrote the Declaration of Independence is a claim which rests merely 
upon his own late-life assertion, and not upon any other evidence. At first none of us really had cared who had 
written up that document. It had no legal standing. It had been brought into existence only as pro-revolution 
propaganda, which is to say, material considered to be of temporary and topical relevance. It had taken quite 
a long time for it to become more than a pamphlet of the times, to become instead a popular part of our history, 
an extra-legal foundational document of sorts.

The hard evidence which we presently have is consistent with A.) the story Jefferson created for himself 
in his old age. However, this hard evidence is also B.) consistent with another story altogether: that in fact 
for his own aggrandizement in history he vastly exaggerated not only the original importance of that particular 
document but also his own impact upon the document. As he was wont to do, even in regard to his knowledge 
of foreign languages and even in regard to the temperature. “He knows better, but he wants to excite wonder.”

We know he was sent home overnight by the drafting committee with a list of instructions as to what to prepare 
for the next day. We know he returned the next morning with a draft, of which we have the text. What we 
decidedly do not know is, how much of that draft he brought back in to the committee the next morning had 
already existed, in the list of instructions which he had been given by the committee. His claim was that this 

594. Incidentally, contrary to what you might have supposed, the moniker “the United States of America” was not created by 
Jefferson for use in this document. Such a moniker was already in existence. For instance, we have a letter written by Elbridge Gerry 
of Massachusetts as a member of the Continental Congress in Philadelphia, to General Horatio Gates, promising that execution 
would be the fate of internal “enemies of the United States of America,” and the date on that letter is June 25th, three days prior to 
the appearance of the phrase “the representatives of the United states of America, in General Congress Assembled” on June 28th.
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list of instructions had been perfunctory. We do not know that that was true. For all we actually know, the list 
of instructions might well have been, all but a jot here and a tittle there and a little perfunctory scribal 
improvement in handwriting and/or wording, identical with what he brought back in the next morning.

Story B.) is consistent with everything else we know of Jefferson and his life.

Story A.) is generally inconsistent with many of the details of Jefferson’s other work, such as with his 
eagerness to outlaw, and thus legally sanction the murder of, any white woman who bore a child not entirely 
white — and her child with her.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: The Declaration of Independence showed
a significant drift of public opinion from the firm stand taken
in the “Association” resolutions. The clique of political
philosophers to which Jefferson belonged never imagined the
continued existence of the country with slavery. It is well
known that the first draft of the Declaration contained a severe
arraignment of Great Britain as the real promoter of slavery and
the slave-trade in America. In it the king was charged with
waging “cruel war against human nature itself, violating its
most sacred rights of life and liberty in the persons of a
distant people who never offended him, captivating and carrying
them into slavery in another hemisphere, or to incur miserable
death in their transportation thither. This piratical warfare,
the opprobrium of infidel powers, is the warfare of the Christian king
of Great Britain. Determined to keep open a market where men
should be bought and sold, he has prostituted his negative for
suppressing every legislative attempt to prohibit or to restrain
this execrable commerce. And that this assemblage of horrors
might want no fact of distinguished die, he is now exciting those
very people to rise in arms among us, and to purchase that
liberty of which he has deprived them, by murdering the people
on whom he also obtruded them: thus paying off former crimes
committed against the liberties of one people with crimes which he
urges them to commit against the lives of another.”595

To this radical and not strictly truthful statement, even the
large influence of the Virginia leaders could not gain the
assent of the delegates in Congress. The afflatus of 1774 was
rapidly subsiding, and changing economic conditions had already
led many to look forward to a day when the slave-trade could
successfully be reopened. More important than this, the nation
as a whole was even less inclined now than in 1774 to denounce
the slave-trade uncompromisingly. Jefferson himself says that
this clause “was struck out in complaisance to South Carolina
and Georgia, who had never attempted to restrain the importation
of slaves, and who, on the contrary, still wished to continue
it. Our northern brethren also, I believe,” said he, “felt a
little tender under those censures; for though their people had
very few slaves themselves, yet they had been pretty
considerable carriers of them to others.”596

595. Jefferson, WORKS (Washington, 1853-4), I. 23-4. On the Declaration as an anti-slavery document, cf. Elliot, DEBATES (1861), 
I. 89.
596. Jefferson, WORKS (Washington, 1853-4), I. 19.
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As the war slowly dragged itself to a close, it became
increasingly evident that a firm moral stand against slavery and
the slave-trade was not a probability. The reaction which
naturally follows a period of prolonged and exhausting strife
for high political principles now set in. The economic forces
of the country, which had suffered most, sought to recover and
rearrange themselves; and all the selfish motives that impelled
a bankrupt nation to seek to gain its daily bread did not long
hesitate to demand a reopening of the profitable African slave-
trade. This demand was especially urgent from the fact that the
slaves, by pillage, flight, and actual fighting, had become so
reduced in numbers during the war that an urgent demand for more
laborers was felt in the South.
Nevertheless, the revival of the trade was naturally a matter
of some difficulty, as the West India circuit had been cut off,
leaving no resort except to contraband traffic and the direct
African trade. The English slave-trade after the peace “returned
to its former state,” and was by 1784 sending 20,000 slaves
annually to the West Indies.597 Just how large the trade to the
continent was at this time there are few means of ascertaining;
it is certain that there was a general reopening of the trade
in the Carolinas and Georgia, and that the New England traders
participated in it. This traffic undoubtedly reached
considerable proportions; and through the direct African trade
and the illicit West India trade many thousands of Negroes came
into the United States during the years 1783-1787.598

Meantime there was slowly arising a significant divergence of
opinion on the subject. Probably the whole country still
regarded both slavery and the slave-trade as temporary; but the
Middle States expected to see the abolition of both within a
generation, while the South scarcely thought it probable to
prohibit even the slave-trade in that short time. Such a
difference might, in all probability, have been satisfactorily
adjusted, if both parties had recognized the real gravity of the
matter. As it was, both regarded it as a problem of secondary
importance, to be solved after many other more pressing ones had
been disposed of. The anti-slavery men had seen slavery die in
their own communities, and expected it to die the same way in
others, with as little active effort on their own part. The
Southern planters, born and reared in a slave system, thought
that some day the system might change, and possibly disappear;
but active effort to this end on their part was ever farthest
from their thoughts. Here, then, began that fatal policy toward
slavery and the slave-trade that characterized the nation for
three-quarters of a century, the policy of laissez-faire, laissez-passer.

597. Clarkson, IMPOLICY OF THE SLAVE-TRADE, pages 25-6; REPORT OF THE LORDS OF THE COMMITTEE OF COUNCIL, etc. (London, 
1789).
598. Witness the many high duty acts on slaves, and the revenue derived therefrom. Massachusetts had sixty distilleries running in 
1783. Cf. Sheffield, OBSERVATIONS ON AMERICAN COMMERCE, page 267.
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“It behooves the United States, therefore, in the 
interest both of scientific truth and of future social 
reform, carefully to study such chapters of her history 
as that of the suppression of the slave-trade. The most 
obvious question which this study suggests is: How far 
in a State can a recognized moral wrong safely be 
compromised? And although this chapter of history can 
give us no definite answer suited to the ever-varying 
aspects of political life, yet it would seem to warn any 
nation from allowing, through carelessness and moral 
cowardice, any social evil to grow. No persons would 
have seen the Civil War with more surprise and horror 
than the Revolutionists of 1776; yet from the small and 
apparently dying institution of their day arose the 
walled and castled Slave-Power. From this we may 
conclude that it behooves nations as well as men to do 
things at the very moment when they ought to be done.”

— W.E. Burghardt Du Bois, 1896

THE FUTURE CAN BE EASILY PREDICTED IN RETROSPECT

August-September: The Constitution of Delaware.

“The Constitution or system of Government agreed to and resolved
upon by the Representatives in full Convention of the Delaware
State,” etc.
§ 26. “No person hereafter imported into this State from Africa
ought to be held in slavery on any pretence whatever; and no
Negro, Indian, or Mulatto slave ought to be brought into this
State, for sale, from any part of the world.” Force, AMERICAN
ARCHIVES, 5th Series, I. 1174-9.
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The Maryland Yearly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends banned the Quaker buying and selling of 
slaves. Until this time, Quakers had grown in number. After this date, Friends who did not wish to give up their 
slaves would go Episcopalian, while Friends who would give up their slaves would be forced out of the area, 
as they could not compete in the growing of tobacco without the use of slaves.

The transfer of Isaiah Boone and Hannah Boone from Virginia to the Sandy Spring Friends Meeting marked 
the 1st recorded entry of Meeting members named other than Brooke or Thomas.

The colony of Maryland decided to maintain its current high duties discouraging the importation of new black 
slaves.

“An Act concerning duties.”
“ ... no duties imposed by act of assembly on any article or
thing imported into or exported out of this state (except duties
imposed on the importation of negroes), shall be taken or
received within two years from the end of the present session
of the general assembly.” LAWS OF MARYLAND SINCE 1763: 1777, sess.
Feb.-Apr., ch. xviii.

July 2, Wednesday: The Constitution of Vermont characterized slavery as a violation of “natural, inherent and 
unalienable rights” (VERMONT STATE PAPERS, 1779-86, page 244).

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: The early ordinances of the Dutch,
laying duties, generally of ten per cent, on slaves, probably
proved burdensome to the trade, although this was not
intentional.599 The Biblical prohibition of slavery and the
slave-trade, copied from New England codes into the Duke of
York’s Laws, had no practical application,600 and the trade
continued to be encouraged in the governors’ instructions. In
1709 a duty of £3 was laid on Negroes from elsewhere than
Africa.601 This was aimed at West India slaves, and was
prohibitive. By 1716 the duty on all slaves was £1 12½s., which
was probably a mere revenue figure.602 In 1728 a duty of 40s. was
laid, to be continued until 1737.603 It proved restrictive,

1777

599. O’Callaghan, LAWS OF NEW NETHERLAND, 1638-74, pages 31, 348, etc. The colonists themselves were encouraged to trade, 
but the terms were not favorable enough: DOC. REL. COL. HIST. NEW YORK, I. 246; LAWS OF NEW NETHERLAND, pages 81-2, note, 
127. The colonists declared “that they are inclined to a foreign Trade, and especially to the Coast of Africa, ... in order to fetch 
thence Slaves”: O’Callaghan, VOYAGES OF THE SLAVERS, etc., page 172.
600. CHARTER TO WILLIAM PENN, etc. (1879), page 12. First published on Long Island in 1664. Possibly Negro slaves were 
explicitly excepted. Cf. MAGAZINE OF AMERICAN HISTORY, XI. 411, and N.Y. HIST. SOC. COLL., I. 322.
601. ACTS OF ASSEMBLY, 1691-1718, pages 97, 125, 134; DOC. REL. COL. HIST. NEW YORK, V. 178, 185, 293.
602. The Assembly attempted to raise the slave duty in 1711, but the Council objected (DOC. REL. COL. HIST. NEW YORK, V. 292 
ff.), although, as it seems, not on account of the slave duty in particular. Another act was passed between 1711 and 1716, but its 
contents are not known (cf. title of the Act of 1716). For the Act of 1716, see ACTS OF ASSEMBLY, 1691-1718, page 224.
603. DOC. REL. COL. HIST. NEW YORK, VI. 37, 38.
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however, and on the “humble petition of the Merchants and
Traders of the City of Bristol” was disallowed in 1735, as
“greatly prejudicial to the Trade and Navigation of this
Kingdom.”604 Governor Cosby was also reminded that no duties on
slaves payable by the importer were to be laid. Later, in 1753,
the 40s. duty was restored, but under the increased trade of those
days was not felt.605 No further restrictions seem to have been
attempted until 1785, when the sale of slaves in the State was
forbidden.606

The chief element of restriction in this colony appears to have
been the shrewd business sense of the traders, who never flooded
the slave market, but kept a supply sufficient for the slowly
growing demand. Between 1701 and 1726 only about 2,375 slaves
were imported, and in 1774 the total slave population amounted
to 21,149.607 No restriction was ever put by New York on
participation in the trade outside the colony, and in spite of
national laws New York merchants continued to be engaged in this
traffic even down to the Civil War.608

Vermont, who withdrew from New York in 1777, in her first
Constitution609 declared slavery illegal, and in 1786 stopped by
law the sale and transportation of slaves within her
boundaries.610

604. DOC. REL. COL. HIST. NEW YORK, VI. 32-4.
605. DOC. REL. COL. HIST. NEW YORK, VII. 907. This act was annually renewed. The slave duty remained a chief source of revenue 
down to 1774. Cf. REPORT OF GOVERNOR TRYON, in DOC. REL. COL. HIST. NEW YORK, VIII. 452.
606. LAWS OF NEW YORK, 1785-88 (ed. 1886), ch. 68, page 121. Substantially the same act reappears in the revision of the laws of 
1788: LAWS OF NEW YORK, 1785-88 (ed. 1886), ch. 40, page 676.
607. The slave population of New York has been estimated as follows: — 
In 1698, 2,170. DOC. REL. COL. HIST. NEW YORK, IV. 420.
In 1703, 2,258. N.Y. COL. MSS., XLVIII.; cited in Hough, N.Y. CENSUS, 1855, Introd.
In 1712, 2,425. N.Y. CENSUS, 1855, LVII., LIX. (a partial census).
In 1723, 6,171. DOC. REL. COL. HIST. NEW YORK, V. 702.
In 1731, 7,743. DOC. REL. COL. HIST. NEW YORK, V. 929.
In 1737, 8,941. DOC. REL. COL. HIST. NEW YORK, VI. 133.
In 1746, 9,107. DOC. REL. COL. HIST. NEW YORK, VI. 392.
In 1749, 10,692. DOC. REL. COL. HIST. NEW YORK, VI. 550.
In 1756, 13,548. LONDON DOC., XLIV. 123; cited in Hough, as above.
In 1771, 19,863. LONDON DOC., XLIV. 144; cited in Hough, as above.
In 1774, 21,149. LONDON DOC., XLIV. 144; cited in Hough, as above.
In 1786, 18,889. DEEDS IN OFFICE SEC. OF STATE, XXII. 35.
Total number of Africans imported from 1701 to 1726, 2,375, of whom 802 were from Africa: O’Callaghan, DOCUMENTARY 
HISTORY OF NEW YORK, I. 482.
608. Cf. below, Chapter XI.

609. VERMONT STATE PAPERS, 1779-86, page 244. The return of sixteen slaves in Vermont, by the first census, was an error: NEW 
ENGLAND RECORD, XXIX. 249.
610. VERMONT STATE PAPERS, page 505.
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It was established that at least in the vicinity of Boston, Lynn, and Salem, all members of the Religious Society 
of Friends had by this point completed the process of manumission necessary to clear their families of the 
practices of

“importing,
buying,
or disposing
or holding
of mankind as slaves.”

The Reverend James Manning, Friend Moses Brown, and disowned Quaker Stephen Hopkins (who himself 
owned 6 slaves, one of whom was his manservant Toney) began the first concerted multi-denominational effort 
to agitate for the abolition of slavery in Rhode Island, and participation by its citizens in the international slave 
trade.

“It is simply crazy that there should ever have come 
into being a world with such a sin in it, in which a man 
is set apart because of his color — the superficial fact 
about a human being. Who could want such a world? For 
an American fighting for his love of country, that the 
last hope of earth should from its beginning have 
swallowed slavery, is an irony so withering, a justice 
so intimate in its rebuke of pride, as to measure only 
with God.”

— Stanley Cavell, MUST WE MEAN WHAT WE SAY?
 1976, page 141

September 7, Monday: Pennsylvania made an attempt to collect unpaid duties on Negroes and Mulattoe slaves.

“An Act for the recovery of the duties on Negroes and Mulattoe
slaves, which on the fourth day of July, one thousand seven
hundred and seventy-six, were due to this state,” etc. Dallas,

1778
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LAWS, I. 782.

For the following ten days, Boonesborough would be under siege. Afterward Daniel Boone would rejoin his 
wife Rebecca and their children, in North Carolina.

October: The Virginia legislature prevented “the farther importation of Slaves.” (“Thanks but no thanks — we got 
some yesterday.”)

§ 1. “For preventing the farther importation of slaves into this
commonwealth, Be it enacted by the General Assembly, That from and after
the passing of this act no slave or slaves shall hereafter be
imported into this commonwealth by sea or land, nor shall any
slaves so imported be sold or bought by any person whatsoever.

§ 2. “Every person hereafter importing slaves into this
commonwealth contrary to this act shall forfeit and pay the sum
of one thousand pounds for every slave so imported, and every
person selling or buying any such slaves shall in like manner
forfeit and pay the sum of five hundred pounds for every slave
so sold or bought,” etc.

§ 3. “And be it farther enacted, That every slave imported into this
commonwealth, contrary to the true intent and meaning of this
act, shall, upon such importation become free.”

§ 4. Exceptions are bona fide settlers with slaves not imported
later than Nov. 1, 1778, nor intended to be sold; and transient
travellers. Re-enacted in substance in the revision of October,
1785. For a temporary exception to this act, as concerns
citizens of Georgia and South Carolina during the war, see Act
of May, 1780. Hening, STATUTES, IX. 471; X. 307; XII. 182.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: Next to South Carolina, Virginia had
probably the largest slave-trade. Her situation, however,
differed considerably from that of her Southern neighbor. The
climate, the staple tobacco crop, and the society of Virginia
were favorable to a system of domestic slavery, but one which
tended to develop into a patriarchal serfdom rather than into a
slave-consuming industrial hierarchy. The labor required by the
tobacco crop was less unhealthy than that connected with the
rice crop, and the Virginians were, perhaps, on a somewhat
higher moral plane than the Carolinians. There was consequently
no such insatiable demand for slaves in the larger colony. On

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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the other hand, the power of the Virginia executive was
peculiarly strong, and it was not possible here to thwart the
slave-trade policy of the home government as easily as
elsewhere.
Considering all these circumstances, it is somewhat difficult
to determine just what was the attitude of the early Virginians
toward the slave-trade. There is evidence, however, to show that
although they desired the slave-trade, the rate at which the
Negroes were brought in soon alarmed them. In 1710 a duty of £5
was laid on Negroes, but Governor Spotswood “soon perceived that
the laying so high a Duty on Negros was intended to discourage
the importation,” and vetoed the measure.611 No further
restrictive legislation was attempted for some years, but
whether on account of the attitude of the governor or the desire
of the inhabitants, is not clear. With 1723 begins a series of
acts extending down to the Revolution, which, so far as their
contents can be ascertained, seem to have been designed
effectually to check the slave-trade. Some of these acts, like
those of 1723 and 1727, were almost immediately disallowed.612

The Act of 1732 laid a duty of 5%, which was continued until
1769,613 and all other duties were in addition to this; so that
by such cumulative duties the rate on slaves reached 25% in
1755,614 and 35% at the time of Braddock’s expedition.615 These
acts were found “very burthensome,” “introductive of many
frauds,” and “very inconvenient,”616 and were so far repealed
that by 1761 the duty was only 15%. As now the Burgesses became
more powerful, two or more bills proposing restrictive duties
were passed, but disallowed.617 By 1772 the anti-slave-trade
feeling had become considerably developed, and the Burgesses
petitioned the king, declaring that “The importation of slaves
into the colonies from the coast of Africa hath long been
considered as a trade of great inhumanity, and under its present
encouragement, we have too much reason to fear will endanger the very
existence of your Majesty’s American dominions.... Deeply impressed
with these sentiments, we most humbly beseech your Majesty to
remove all those restraints on your Majesty’s governors of this colony,
which inhibit their assenting to such laws as might check so very pernicious a commerce.”618

Nothing further appears to have been done before the war. When,
in 1776, the delegates adopted a Frame of Government, it was
charged in this document that the king had perverted his high
office into a “detestable and insupportable tyranny, by ...
prompting our negroes to rise in arms among us, those very
negroes whom, by an inhuman use of his negative, he hath refused
us permission to exclude by law.”619 Two years later, in 1778,

611. LETTERS OF GOVERNOR SPOTSWOOD, in VA. HIST. SOC. COLL., New Ser., I. 52.
612. Hening, STATUTES AT LARGE OF VIRGINIA, IV. 118, 182.
613. Hening, STATUTES AT LARGE OF VIRGINIA, IV. 317, 394; V. 28, 160, 318; VI. 217, 353; VII. 281; VIII. 190, 336, 532.
614. Hening, STATUTES AT LARGE OF VIRGINIA, V. 92; VI. 417, 419, 461, 466.
615. Hening, STATUTES AT LARGE OF VIRGINIA, VII. 69, 81.
616.  Hening, STATUTES AT LARGE OF VIRGINIA, VII. 363, 383.
617.  Hening, STATUTES AT LARGE OF VIRGINIA, VIII. 237, 337.
618. MISCELLANEOUS PAPERS, 1672-1865, in VA. HIST. SOC. COLL., New Ser., VI. 14; Tucker, BLACKSTONE’S COMMENTARIES, I. 
Part II. App., 51.
619. Hening, STATUTES AT LARGE OF VIRGINIA, IX. 112.
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an “Act to prevent the further importation of Slaves” stopped
definitively the legal slave-trade to Virginia.620

620. Importation by sea or by land was prohibited, with a penalty of £1000 for illegal importation and £500 for buying or selling. 
The Negro was freed, if illegally brought in. This law was revised somewhat in 1785. Cf. Hening, STATUTES AT LARGE OF VIRGINIA, 
IX. 471; XII. 182.
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The property of the wealthy Philipse family, including Philipsburg Manor in Sleepy Hollow, New York, was 
confiscated because the family had been loyal to the king of England. Everything, including every one of their 
numerous slaves, now belonged to somebody else — some one or another of the victorious Freedom Fighters 
who had struck a blow for human dignity.

“It is simply crazy that there should ever have come 
into being a world with such a sin in it, in which a man 
is set apart because of his color — the superficial fact 
about a human being. Who could want such a world? For 
an American fighting for his love of country, that the 
last hope of earth should from its beginning have 
swallowed slavery, is an irony so withering, a justice 
so intimate in its rebuke of pride, as to measure only 
with God.”

— Stanley Cavell, MUST WE MEAN WHAT WE SAY?
 1976, page 141

An invention important to the development of the cloth industry occurred during this year. Samuel Compton 
developed a mule. Because this development would have an impact on the demand for bales of cotton as a raw 
material for cloth, it would have an impact on the demand for field labor to grow this cotton, and therefore 
would eventually have consequences in terms of human slavery — and in terms of the international slave 
trade.621

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: The history of slavery and the slave-
trade after 1820 must be read in the light of the industrial
revolution through which the civilized world passed in the first
half of the nineteenth century. Between the years 1775 and 1825
occurred economic events and changes of the highest importance
and widest influence. Though all branches of industry felt the
impulse of this new industrial life, yet, “if we consider single
industries, cotton manufacture has, during the nineteenth
century, made the most magnificent and gigantic advances.”622

This fact is easily explained by the remarkable series of
inventions that revolutionized this industry between 1738 and
1830, including Arkwright’s, Watt’s, Compton’s, and
Cartwright’s epoch-making contrivances.623 The effect which
these inventions had on the manufacture of cotton goods is best
illustrated by the fact that in England, the chief cotton market
of the world, the consumption of raw cotton rose steadily from
13,000 bales in 1781, to 572,000 in 1820, to 871,000 in 1830,

1779

621. Bear in mind that in early periods the Southern states of the United States of America produced no significant amount of cotton 
fiber for export — such production not beginning until 1789. In fact, according to page 92 of Seybert’s STATISTICS, in 1784 a small 
parcel of cotton that had found its way from the US to Liverpool had been refused admission to England, because it was the customs 
agent’s opinion that this involved some sort of subterfuge: it could not have originated in the United States.
622. Beer, Geschichte des Welthandels im 19TEN Jahrhundert, II. 67.
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and to 3,366,000 in 1860.624 Very early, therefore, came the
query whence the supply of raw cotton was to come. Tentative
experiments on the rich, broad fields of the Southern United
States, together with the indispensable invention of Whitney’s
cotton-gin, soon answered this question: a new economic future
was opened up to this land, and immediately the whole South began
to extend its cotton culture, and more and more to throw its
whole energy into this one staple.
Here it was that the fatal mistake of compromising with slavery
in the beginning, and of the policy of laissez-faire pursued
thereafter, became painfully manifest; for, instead now of a
healthy, normal, economic development along proper industrial
lines, we have the abnormal and fatal rise of a slave-labor large
farming system, which, before it was realized, had so
intertwined itself with and braced itself upon the economic
forces of an industrial age, that a vast and terrible civil war
was necessary to displace it. The tendencies to a patriarchal
serfdom, recognizable in the age of Washington and Jefferson,
began slowly but surely to disappear; and in the second quarter
of the century Southern slavery was irresistibly changing from
a family institution to an industrial system.
The development of Southern slavery has heretofore been viewed
so exclusively from the ethical and social standpoint that we
are apt to forget its close and indissoluble connection with the
world’s cotton market. Beginning with 1820, a little after the
close of the Napoleonic wars, when the industry of cotton
manufacture had begun its modern development and the South had
definitely assumed her position as chief producer of raw cotton,
we find the average price of cotton per pound, 8½d. From this
time until 1845 the price steadily fell, until in the latter
year it reached 4d.; the only exception to this fall was in the
years 1832-1839, when, among other things, a strong increase in
the English demand, together with an attempt of the young slave
power to “corner” the market, sent the price up as high as 11d.
The demand for cotton goods soon outran a crop which McCullough
had pronounced “prodigious,” and after 1845 the price started
on a steady rise, which, except for the checks suffered during
the continental revolutions and the Crimean War, continued until
1860.625 The steady increase in the production of cotton explains

623. A list of these inventions most graphically illustrates this advance: — 
1738, John Jay, fly-shuttle. John Wyatt, spinning by rollers.
1748, Lewis Paul, carding-machine.
1760, Robert Kay, drop-box.
1769, Richard Arkwright, water-frame and throstle. James Watt, steam-engine.
1772, James Lees, improvements on carding-machine.
1775, Richard Arkwright, series of combinations.
1779, Samuel Compton, mule.
1785, Edmund Cartwright, power-loom.
1803-4, Radcliffe and Johnson, dressing-machine.
1817, Roberts, fly-frame.
1818, William Eaton, self-acting frame.
1825-30, Roberts, improvements on mule.
Cf. Baines,  HISTORY OF THE COTTON MANUFACTURE, pages 116-231; Encyclopædia Britannica, 9th ed., article “Cotton.”
624. Baines,  HISTORY OF THE COTTON MANUFACTURE, page 215. A bale weighed from 375 lbs. to 400 lbs.
625. The prices cited are from Newmarch and Tooke, and refer to the London market. The average price in 1855-60 was about 7d.
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the fall in price down to 1845. In 1822 the crop was a half-
million bales; in 1831, a million; in 1838, a million and a half;
and in 1840-1843, two million. By this time the world’s
consumption of cotton goods began to increase so rapidly that,
in spite of the increase in Southern crops, the price kept
rising. Three million bales were gathered in 1852, three and a
half million in 1856, and the remarkable crop of five million
bales in 1860.626

Here we have data to explain largely the economic development
of the South. By 1822 the large-plantation slave system had
gained footing; in 1838-1839 it was able to show its power in
the cotton “corner;” by the end of the next decade it had not
only gained a solid economic foundation, but it had built a
closed oligarchy with a political policy. The changes in price
during the next few years drove out of competition many
survivors of the small-farming free-labor system, and put the
slave régime in position to dictate the policy of the nation. The
zenith of the system and the first inevitable signs of decay
came in the years 1850-1860, when the rising price of cotton
threw the whole economic energy of the South into its
cultivation, leading to a terrible consumption of soil and
slaves, to a great increase in the size of plantations, and to
increasing power and effrontery on the part of the slave barons.
Finally, when a rising moral crusade conjoined with threatened
economic disaster, the oligarchy, encouraged by the state of the
cotton market, risked all on a political coup-d’état, which failed
in the war of 1861-1865.627

626. From United States census reports.
627. Cf. United States census reports; and Olmsted, THE COTTON KINGDOM.
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October: British forces began to be evacuated from Newport. Bon voyage! They took with them almost all of the 
Newport town records previous to December 6, 1779, in a ship which would soon be sunk in the East River 
off New-York. When these records would be recovered from the wreck after three years of submersion, they 
would generally prove not to be salvageable.

Curiously, on this pewter medallion commemorating the flight of the British forces from the Narragansett Bay 
in 1779, the word “vlugtende” at the bottom has been carefully reworked and the die built up so that what 
appears now instead of this charged word “fleeing” is an innocent and meaningless scroll:

For example, we know that during this month the legislature of Rhode Island was enacting “An Act prohibiting 
slaves being sold out of the state, against their consent,” but the title only of this bill having been located 
(COLONIAL RECORDS, VIII. 618; Arnold, HISTORY OF RHODE ISLAND, II. 449), we lack the details of this 

AMERICAN REVOLUTION
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restriction on the slave trade.628

According to the “Book of Negroes” (an enumeration of the 3,000 black Americans who would sail with the 
British from New-York harbor in 1783 when that city was evacuated after the revolution had succeeded), when 
the British evacuated Newport at this point, departing with them as free persons were 24 African-American 
men and women who had been slaves in Rhode Island.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: In 1652 Rhode Island passed a law
designed to prohibit life slavery in the colony. It declared
that “Whereas, there is a common course practised amongst
English men to buy negers, to that end they may have them for
service or slaves forever; for the preventinge of such practices
among us, let it be ordered, that no blacke mankind or white
being forced by covenant bond, or otherwise, to serve any man
or his assighnes longer than ten yeares, or untill they come to
bee twentie four yeares of age, if they bee taken in under
fourteen, from the time of their cominge within the liberties
of this Collonie. And at the end or terme of ten yeares to sett
them free, as the manner is with the English servants. And that
man that will not let them goe free, or shall sell them away
elsewhere, to that end that they may bee enslaved to others for
a long time, hee or they shall forfeit to the Collonie forty
pounds.”629

628. We do have, however, a comparison piece of legislation that dates to this very same year, if not to the same month, an enactment 
of the legislature of Vermont entitled “An Act for securing the general privileges of the people,” etc., that abolished slavery inside 
the state (VERMONT STATE PAPERS 1779-1786, page 287).
629. RHODE ISLAND COLONIAL RECORD, I. 240.
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This law was for a time enforced,630 but by the beginning of the
eighteenth century it had either been repealed or become a dead
letter; for the Act of 1708 recognized perpetual slavery, and
laid an impost of £3 on Negroes imported.631 This duty was really
a tax on the transport trade, and produced a steady income for
twenty years.632 From the year 1700 on, the citizens of this
State engaged more and more in the carrying trade, until Rhode
Island became the greatest slave-trader in America. Although she
did not import many slaves for her own use, she became the
clearing-house for the trade of other colonies. Governor
Cranston, as early as 1708, reported that between 1698 and 1708
one hundred and three vessels were built in the State, all of
which were trading to the West Indies and the Southern
colonies.633 They took out lumber and brought back molasses, in
most cases making a slave voyage in between. From this, the trade
grew. Samuel Hopkins, about 1770, was shocked at the state of
the trade: more than thirty distilleries were running in the
colony, and one hundred and fifty vessels were in the slave-
trade.634 “Rhode Island,” said he, “has been more deeply
interested in the slave-trade, and has enslaved more Africans
than any other colony in New England.” Later, in 1787, he wrote:
“The inhabitants of Rhode Island, especially those of Newport,
have had by far the greater share in this traffic, of all these
United States. This trade in human species has been the first
wheel of commerce in Newport, on which every other movement in
business has chiefly depended. That town has been built up, and
flourished in times past, at the expense of the blood, the
liberty, and happiness of the poor Africans; and the inhabitants
have lived on this, and by it have gotten most of their wealth
and riches.”635

The Act of 1708 was poorly enforced. The “good intentions” of
its framers “were wholly frustrated” by the clandestine “hiding
and conveying said negroes out of the town [Newport] into the
country, where they lie concealed.”636 The act was accordingly
strengthened by the Acts of 1712 and 1715, and made to apply to
importations by land as well as by sea.637 The Act of 1715,
however, favored the trade by admitting African Negroes free of
duty. The chaotic state of Rhode Island did not allow England
often to review her legislation; but as soon as the Act of 1712
came to notice it was disallowed, and accordingly repealed in
1732.638 Whether the Act of 1715 remained, or whether any other
duty act was passed, is not clear.
While the foreign trade was flourishing, the influence of the
Friends and of other causes eventually led to a movement against

630. Cf. letter written in 1681: NEW ENGLAND REGISTER, XXXI. 75-6. Cf. also Arnold, HISTORY OF RHODE ISLAND, I. 240.
631. The text of this act is lost (COLONIAL RECORD, IV. 34; Arnold, HISTORY OF RHODE ISLAND, II. 31). The Acts of Rhode Island 
were not well preserved, the first being published in Boston in 1719. Perhaps other whole acts are lost.
632. E.g., it was expended to pave the streets of Newport, to build bridges, etc.: RHODE ISLAND COLONIAL RECORD, IV. 191-3, 225.
633. RHODE ISLAND COLONIAL RECORD, IV. 55-60.
634. Patten, REMINISCENCES OF SAMUEL HOPKINS (1843), page 80.
635. Hopkins, WORKS (1854), II. 615.
636. Preamble of the Act of 1712.
637. RHODE ISLAND COLONIAL RECORD, IV. 131-5, 138, 143, 191-3.
638. RHODE ISLAND COLONIAL RECORD, IV. 471.
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slavery as a local institution. Abolition societies multiplied,
and in 1770 an abolition bill was ordered by the Assembly, but
it was never passed.639 Four years later the city of Providence
resolved that “as personal liberty is an essential part of the
natural rights of mankind,” the importation of slaves and the
system of slavery should cease in the colony.640 This movement
finally resulted, in 1774, in an act “prohibiting the
importation of Negroes into this Colony,” — a law which
curiously illustrated the attitude of Rhode Island toward the
slave-trade. The preamble of the act declared: “Whereas, the
inhabitants of America are generally engaged in the preservation
of their own rights and liberties, among which, that of personal
freedom must be considered as the greatest; as those who are
desirous of enjoying all the advantages of liberty themselves,
should be willing to extend personal liberty to others; —
Therefore,” etc. The statute then proceeded to enact “that for
the future, no negro or mulatto slave shall be brought into this
colony; and in case any slave shall hereafter be brought in, he
or she shall be, and are hereby, rendered immediately free....”
The logical ending of such an act would have been a clause
prohibiting the participation of Rhode Island citizens in the
slave-trade. Not only was such a clause omitted, but the
following was inserted instead: “Provided, also, that nothing
in this act shall extend, or be deemed to extend, to any negro
or mulatto slave brought from the coast of Africa, into the West
Indies, on board any vessel belonging to this colony, and which
negro or mulatto slave could not be disposed of in the West
Indies, but shall be brought into this colony. Provided, that
the owner of such negro or mulatto slave give bond ... that such
negro or mulatto slave shall be exported out of the colony,
within one year from the date of such bond; if such negro or
mulatto be alive, and in a condition to be removed.”641

In 1779 an act to prevent the sale of slaves out of the State
was passed,642 and in 1784, an act gradually to abolish
slavery.643 Not until 1787 did an act pass to forbid
participation in the slave-trade. This law laid a penalty of
£100 for every slave transported and £1000 for every vessel so
engaged.644

639. Arnold, HISTORY OF RHODE ISLAND, II. 304, 321, 337. For a probable copy of the bill, see NARRAGANSETT HISTORICAL 
REGISTER, II. 299.
640. A man dying intestate left slaves, who became thus the property of the city; they were freed, and the town made the above 
resolve, May 17, 1774, in town meeting: Staples, ANNALS OF PROVIDENCE (1843), page 236.
641. RHODE ISLAND COLONIAL RECORD, VII. 251-2.
642. BARTLETT’S INDEX, page 329; Arnold, HISTORY OF RHODE ISLAND, II. 444; RHODE ISLAND COLONIAL RECORD, VIII. 618.
643. RHODE ISLAND COLONIAL RECORD, X. 7-8; Arnold, HISTORY OF RHODE ISLAND, II. 506.
644. BARTLETT’S INDEX, page 333; NARRAGANSETT HISTORICAL REGISTER, II. 298-9. The number of slaves in Rhode Island has 
been estimated as follows: — 
In 1708, 426. RHODE ISLAND COLONIAL RECORD, IV. 59.
In 1730, 1,648. RHODE ISLAND HISTORICAL TRACTS, No. 19, pt. 2, page 99.
In 1749, 3,077. Williams, HISTORY OF THE NEGRO RACE IN AMERICA, I. 281.
In 1756, 4,697. Williams, HISTORY OF THE NEGRO RACE IN AMERICA, I. 281.
In 1774, 3,761. RHODE ISLAND COLONIAL RECORD, VII. 253.
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During the conservative reaction accompanying the depression of the 1780s, Duncan Ingraham, although a 
relative newcomer to Concord, would become quickly acceptable to the people of that town on account of his 
wealth and business experience.

In Concord, Ephraim Wood, John Buttrick, and George Minott were Selectmen.

In Concord, Ephraim Wood was again Town Clerk.

In Concord, Abijah Bond was again Town Treasurer.

Joseph Hosmer was Concord’s deputy and representative to the General Court.

By this year in which, in Bohemia and Hungary, serfdom was being discontinued, in Concord, Massachusetts, 
Brister Freeman had become a free man (probably he became free in 1778 or 1779). In this year, therefore, his 
name appeared on the tax roll, as a single person. In the years ahead, struggling financially, he either could not 
or would not pay taxes.

In THE FIRST EMANCIPATION: THE ABOLITION OF SLAVERY IN THE NORTH (1967), Arthur Zilversmit wrote:

Despite growing antislavery sentiment, when the General Court
drafted a constitution for the new state it took no steps to end
slavery. On the contrary, the 1778 constitution (which was
rejected by the electorate) recognized slavery and denied
Negroes the right to vote.... The new charter that was finally
adopted did include a bill of rights that ... declared all men
to be free and equal by birth. But the new constitution did not
mention slavery, and there is no evidence that the convention
considered its abolition. Nonetheless, the 1780 constitution
became the means for eliminating slavery in Massachusetts. In a
new series of freedom cases, the abolitionists succeeded in
persuading the courts to interpret the constitution in a way
that was probably never intended by its framers. (112-113)

In Concord, as throughout Massachusetts, slaves won their freedom on a case-by-case basis.645

Caesar Robbins, who had been the slave of Simon Hunt who lived near the North Bridge, was in this year 
freed.646 Here is a synopsis of the Robbins family in Concord:

• Rose Robbins was Caesar Robbins’s wife. She bore at least two children, Peter Robbins and a 
daughter for whom we have established no given name.

• Peter Robbins, son of Caesar Robbins and Rose Robbins, also lived in the area. It would have been 
either Peter Hutchinson or Peter Robbins that was the origin of the place-names “Peter’s Field” and 
“Peter’s Spring.”

1780

645. Later, in the Quock Walker cases of 1781 and 1783, “bold judicial construction” would gradually transform the 1st clause of 
this Declaration of Rights until by re-interpretation and construction it had been made into a virtual abolition of slavery. (However, 
the key word here is “gradually.”)
646. Would Miss Martha Emmeline Hunt the schoolteacher who evidently lived at her parents’ home on Ponkawtasset Hill, 
and who committed suicide in 1845 by drowning herself in the Concord River, be a descendant of this slaveowning Simon Hunt 
who had lived near the North Bridge in Concord?
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• The Robbinses lived across from the old Manse in the Great Meadow and the Great Fields. 
“Caesar’s Wood,” as part of the Great Meadows, was named after Caesar Robbins.

The Hon. Eleazer Brooks of Lincoln would be, until 1786, a senator.

Nearby Lincoln has been said to have been (despite lack of real statistics upon which to base such a claim) 
a reasonably healthy town:

It appears from this table that the excess of births over the
deaths is 484, more than two to one; and, according to the
census, that, from 1790 to 1800, one in 86 died annually; from
1800 to 1810, one in 64; and from 1810 to 1820, one in 78; a
result which is highly favorable to the healthiness of the town

From 1760 to 1770, to 1780, to 1790, to 1800, to 1810, to 1820, —Total.

Intentions of Marriage 56 79 65 69 73 59 =401.

Marriages 38 40 35 48 87 56 =274.

Births  185 196 186 192 168 164 =1091.

Deaths 83 122 104 86 118 94 =607.
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[of Lincoln].647

Town Clerks of Lincoln648

Representatives of Lincoln649

647. Lemuel Shattuck’s 1835 A HISTORY OF THE TOWN OF CONCORD;.... Boston: Russell, Odiorne, and Company; 
Concord MA: John Stacy
(On or about November 11, 1837 Henry David Thoreau would indicate a familiarity 
with the contents of at least pages 2-3 and 6-9 of this historical study.)

Ephraim Flint 1746-1752, 1754, 1756-1757 Grosvenor Tarbell 1799-1803

Ebenezer Cutler 1753, 1755, 1759 Thomas Wheeler 1804-1806

Samuel Farrar 1758, 1760-1766 Elijah Fiske 1810-1821

John Adams 1767-1777 Stephen Patch 1822-1827

Abijah Pierce 1778-1779, 1781 Charles Wheeler 1828-1830

Samuel Hoar 1780, 1782, 1787-1798, 
1807-1809

Elijah Fiske 1831

Richard Russell 1783-1786

648. Lemuel Shattuck’s 1835 A HISTORY OF THE TOWN OF CONCORD;.... Boston: Russell, Odiorne, and Company; 
Concord MA: John Stacy
(On or about November 11, 1837 Henry Thoreau would indicate a familiarity 
with the contents of at least pages 2-3 and 6-9 of this historical study. On July 16, 1859 he would correct a date mistake
buried in the body of the text.)

Chambers Russell ’54-57, ’59, ’62, ’63, ’5. Joshua Brooks 1809-1811.

Samuel Farrer 1766-1768. Leonard Hoar 1812-1814.

Eleazer Brooks ’74-’78, ’80, ’5, ’7, ’90-’2. William Hayden 1815, 1816.

Chambers Russell 1788. Elijah Fiske 1820-1822.

Samuel Hoar ’94, ’95, ’97, ’98, 1801, ’3-’8. Joel Smith 1824.

Samuel Farrar, Jr. 1800. Silas P. Tarbell 1827, 1828.

Not represented 1758, ’60, ’62, ’69-’73, ’79, ’81, ’82, ’86, ’89, ’93, ’96, ’99, 
1802, ’17, ’23, ’25, ’26.

649. Ibid
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September 6, Thursday: Loyalist troops destroyed New London, Connecticut. In addition, people were trying to kill 
each other at New London and at Fort Griswold (Groton Hill), Connecticut.

The negrero Zong set sail from the coast of Africa under the command of Luke Collingwood. James Gregson 
and a number of other slave-dealers in Liverpool had invested in this voyage, and had taken out a life insurance 
policy covering themselves against loss in the event that they needed to suppress an insurrection among the 
slaves, but not covering themselves against loss in the event of deaths due to disease and malnutrition. Aboard 
the vessel were approximately 470 slaves, and 17 whites. The conditions of the voyage would be claiming 60 
in this slave cargo, and 7 crewmen. An attempt to cut the investors’ losses by making a claim against the 
insurance would result in 133 ill members of the cargo being pitched overboard alive just prior to their arrival 
in Jamaica (one of these 133 “sick” people would manage to grab a rope and clamber back onboard, to be sold 

1781

AMERICAN REVOLUTION
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in port).

“EMANCIPATION IN THE BRITISH WEST INDIES”: In the case of the ship Zong,
in 1781, whose master had thrown one hundred and thirty-two
slaves alive into the sea, to cheat the underwriters, the first
jury gave a verdict in favor of the master and owners: they
had a right to do what they had done. Lord Mansfield is
reported to have said on the bench, “The matter left to the
jury is, — Was it from necessity? For they had no doubt, —
though it shocks one very much, — that the case of slaves was
the same as if horses had been thrown overboard. It is a very
shocking case.”

THE TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf
JMW Turner did this depiction of a negrero throwing its cargo overboard in 1840.



TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY

HDT WHAT? INDEX
November 29, Thursday: In Carlisle, Massachusetts, John Robbins was chosen as a deacon of the church.

The negrero Zong had made its way west across the Atlantic Ocean and was in Jamaican waters, just short of 
its destination, but by this point disease and malnutrition had already taken 60 in its slave cargo, and 7 of its 
crewmen. On this day Captain Luke Collinwood (Collingwood?), overruling objections by his 1st Mate, James 
Kelsal, determined to jettison the remaining Africans whom they might not be able to vend in Jamaica, in order 
instead to make a claim against the cargo life insurance policy which the vessel’s investors had taken out in 
England. There is an account that he assembled the crew and explained that if the slaves died of illness, there 
would be a financial loss for these investors (William, John, and James Gregson, Edward Wilson, and James 
Aspinwall), but, reading the fine print of the insurance policy they had taken out on their cargo, if they were 
to pretend that the slaves had been thrown into the sea in order to quell an insurrection on their part, or because 
of a lack of drinkable water, then the ship’s underwriters would have to bear the cost of this loss:

The insurer takes upon him the risk of the loss, capture, and
death of slaves, or any other unavoidable accident to them: but
natural death is always understood to be excepted: by natural
death is meant, not only when it happens by disease or sickness,
but also when the captive destroys himself through despair,
which often happens: but when slaves are killed, or thrown into
thrown into the sea in order to quell an insurrection on their
part, then the insurers must answer.

He does not seem to have confessed to the crew that his financial interests were at stake as well, because his 
contract called for him to be paid not only 100 shillings per month in salary, but also the customary commission 
on the cargo, plus the value of the “privilege” slaves aboard. He is reported to have characterized the action as 
a mercy slaying, a courageous deed of kindness on the part of us decent white men. Help the poor sick black 
wretches not to suffer any more than they need to:

It would not be so cruel to throw the poor sick wretches into
the sea, as to suffer them to linger out a few days under the
disorders with which they were afflicted.
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That day they threw 54 living people overboard. Over the following two days a total of 133 living people 
would be pitched overboard (the final ten, apparently recognizing that their chances were slightly better if they 
weren’t dragged down by being chained together into a coffle, leaped overboard before the fetters could be put 
on their ankles; one of those jettisoned would manage to grab a rope and climb back onboard to be sold in 
port). When the claim would be made that the slaves had needed to be jettisoned due to a water shortage, the 
insurers would investigate and counter that on  December 1st the captain would have had an opportunity to 
take on water, and that anyway the Zong landed in Jamaica on December 22d still with 420 gallons of drinkable 
water. The claim would become the court case Gregson v. Gilbert (this was not a case alleging 132 acts of 
murder but a case alleging insurance fraud) heard during March 1783 in London. Although this case would 
not result in a change in the law, it would become famously useful to the abolitionist cause.

(Although there would be no insurance payout, no one would be accused of murder.)

November 30, Friday: The crew of the negrero Zong had on the previous day thrown 54 members of their slave cargo 
overboard. On this day they threw overboard an additional 42, bringing the total to 60 slaves who had died 
aboard of malnutrition and illness and whose corpses had been disposed of by throwing them overboard, and 
96 who had been alive when thrown overboard.

The preliminary meeting for the Treaty of Paris.

“EMANCIPATION IN THE BRITISH WEST INDIES”: In the case of the ship Zong,
in 1781, whose master had thrown one hundred and thirty-two
slaves alive into the sea, to cheat the underwriters, the first
jury gave a verdict in favor of the master and owners: they
had a right to do what they had done. Lord Mansfield is
reported to have said on the bench, “The matter left to the
jury is, — Was it from necessity? For they had no doubt, —
though it shocks one very much, — that the case of slaves was
the same as if horses had been thrown overboard. It is a very
shocking case.”

THE TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY

THE TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY
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December 1, Saturday: The white crew of the negrero Zong had on the two previous days thrown 96 members of their 
black cargo overboard. On this day they threw overboard an additional 36, bringing the total to 60 slaves who 
had died aboard of malnutrition and illness and whose corpses had been disposed of by throwing them 
overboard, and 132 who had been alive when thrown overboard.

People were trying to kill each other at Dorchester, South Carolina.

In the pages of the “Atlantic Neptune,” which was published from about 1780 to 1783, there appeared a 39 
inch by 30 1/2 inch Chart of Boston Bay bearing this date. Also in the pages of this magazine appeared a 40 
inch by 28 1/2 inch “Plan of the Harbor and Coast from Nachant [sic] to Weymouth River, accompanied with 
a valuable series of copperplate views of the islands and landmarks of the harbor.” The chart had been 
compiled by Joseph Frederick Wallet Des Barres, “surveyor of the coast and harbors of North America,” 
in about 1775, on the basis of surveys taken by Samuel Holland, Esq., Surveyor General of Lands, and by his 
assistants, who had been employed on that service as early as 1764. The Des Barres chart is of especial interest 
because it “exhibits the face of the country and the hills and bluffs of the islands.”

“EMANCIPATION IN THE BRITISH WEST INDIES”: In the case of the ship Zong,
in 1781, whose master had thrown one hundred and thirty-two
slaves alive into the sea, to cheat the underwriters, the first
jury gave a verdict in favor of the master and owners: they
had a right to do what they had done. Lord Mansfield is
reported to have said on the bench, “The matter left to the
jury is, — Was it from necessity? For they had no doubt, —
though it shocks one very much, — that the case of slaves was
the same as if horses had been thrown overboard. It is a very
shocking case.”

THE TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY

AMERICAN REVOLUTION
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December 22, Saturday: The negrero Zong arrived at the dock in Jamaica with its surviving cargo. During its Middle 
Passage a total of 133 slaves of the cargo had been pitched overboard alive (one of these slaves condemned as 
“ill” had managed to grab a rope and climb back onboard). When the insurance claim would be submitted that 
this cargo had needed to be jettisoned because of a water shortage, the insurers would investigate and counter 
that on  December 1st the captain passed up an opportunity to take on water, suggesting that in fact there had 
been no such shortage of water, and that the Zong arrived at its destination with 420 gallons of drinkable water 
to spare, with no-one ever having been put on short water rations. The claim would become the court case 
Gregson v. Gilbert (this was not a case alleging 132 acts of murder but a case alleging life insurance fraud) 
heard during March 1783 in London. Although this case would not result in a change in the law, it would 
become famously useful to the abolitionist cause.

“EMANCIPATION IN THE BRITISH WEST INDIES”: In the case of the ship Zong,
in 1781, whose master had thrown one hundred and thirty-two
slaves alive into the sea, to cheat the underwriters, the first
jury gave a verdict in favor of the master and owners: they
had a right to do what they had done. Lord Mansfield is
reported to have said on the bench, “The matter left to the
jury is, — Was it from necessity? For they had no doubt, —
though it shocks one very much, — that the case of slaves was
the same as if horses had been thrown overboard. It is a very
shocking case.”
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30 1 day of 12 M 1781 (December 30, Sunday, 1781): Stephen Wanton Gould was born as a birthright Friend, the 1st 
son of Friend James Gould and Friend Hannah Wanton Gould. He would write on his 25th birthday:

30 3 day of 12 M 1806 / With the day compleats the 25 year of 
my Age650

650. Friend Stephen crafted the books he used for his journals, himself, by taking plain paper and stitching it together down the 
middle, and then folding the papers over on the stitch line. All entries from his journal in the Kouroo Contexture were prepared by 
Rosalind Cobb Wiggins. “Posie,” as she was called, earned an MA in Black Studies in Education following a 25-year career as a 
portrait and ecclesiastical sculptor. After teaching at Washtenaw Community College in Ypsilanti, Michigan, and at Moses Brown 
School in Providence, Rhode Island, she retired to work as the curator of the New England Yearly Meeting Archives, archives which 
are now kept at the Rhode Island Historical Society on Hope Street in Providence, Rhode Island. Since then she published works 
about Friends and African Americans in 18th- and 19th-Century New England. Her article “Paul and Stephen, Unlikely Friends” 
appeared in Quaker History, Volume 90 Number 1, for Spring 2001.
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James, his father, seems to have followed the tailor’s trade in part due to being quite lame. His shop was near 
the Parade, which is the present-day Washington Square of Newport. Hannah, his mother, was a daughter of 
Stephen Wanton and had grown up in one of the grand families of Rhode Island, a family that had obtained at 
least part of its fortune by investment in the international slave trade. He would grow up in the Quaker 
community near the Point on Aquidneck Island, and get married with Friend Hannah Rodman, daughter of 
Friend Clark Rodman and Friend Abagail Rodman, in 1808, and this couple would produce two offspring, 
Caleb who would die in infancy and John Stanton Gould who would get married with Mary Ashby and settle 
in Hudson, New York.
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This is the only known image of Friend Stephen:

Friend Stephen is the Gould who wrote the very extensive spiritual diary, now in the Rare Book collections of 
Cornell University along with the original of the above image:

There is in the Cornell collection also a curious tiny one which reads, in its entirety, as follows:

#2557 Stephen Wanton Gould
Diary #10
May 1, 1809-June 30, 1812
Contains entries of:
Birth of Stephen’s son Caleb — May 24, 1809
Death of Caleb — August 30, 1810
Birth of Stephen’s son John Stanton — March 14, 1812
Death of Stephen’s father James Gould, January 21, 1812

The cover is handmade of a double sheet of heavy paper, hand-stitched along the side:

“ No 1
o-:~ from 1st of 5mo

th
1809 to 30

th
of 6 moth

1812 ~ ”

12 mo 19 1826 Edward Almy came to our house to board. / Moses Lopez says he came to 
Newport in the year 1767. & was 20 years old when he arrived. & landed on Romes’s wharf, 
now the Shipyard owned by the family of Gibbs. He is now, this year 1827 — 80 years of age 
— He now lives in NYork & visited Newport 6 mo 1827

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf
This silhouette of Stephen Wanton Gould exists in Box 14, Folder 7 in the special collections of Cornell Library. I also have it as a high-quality .tiff file.
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English Quakers formed an association “for the relief and liberation of the slaves in the West Indies, and for 
the discouragement of the slave trade on the coast of Africa.”

Maryland forebad further importation of slaves.651

1782

651. Clearly, there’s a terminology problem here. In an effort to resolve this terminology issue, at the Republican National 
Convention in New-York during August 2004 –at which the Republican Party would for four days make an effort to strip from its 
face its mask of hostility to the plight of the downtrodden and reveal its true countenance of benevolent conservatism and concern– 
these people would be sensitively referred to by a Hoosier Republican running for the US Senate as “involuntary immigrants.”

So, perhaps, this is a good point at which to insert a story about involuntary immigrants that has been passed on to us by Ram 
Varmha, a retired IBM engineer whose father had briefly served as Maharaja after the independence of Cochin. He relates the story 
as narrated to him by his paternal grandmother who lived in Thripoonithura, Cochin: “When my grandmother (born 1882) was a 
young girl she would go with the elder ladies of the family to the Pazhayannur Devi Temple in Fort Cochin, next to the Cochin 
Lantha Palace built by the Dutch (Landers = Lantha), which was an early establishment of the Cochin royal family before the 
administration moved to Thripoonithura. My grandmother often told us that in the basement of the Lantha Palace, in a confined 
area, a family of Africans had been kept locked up, as in a zoo! By my Grandmother’s time all the Africans had died. But, some of 
the elder ladies had narrated the story to her of ‘Kappiries’ (Africans) kept in captivity there. It seems visitors would give them fruits 
and bananas. They were well cared for but always kept in confinement. My grandmother did not know all the details but according 
to her, ‘many’ years earlier, a ship having broken its mast drifted into the old Cochin harbor. When the locals climbed aboard, they 
found a crewless ship, but in the hold there were some chained ‘Kappiries’ still alive; others having perished. The locals did not 
know what to do with them. Not understanding their language and finding the Africans in chains, the locals thought that these were 
dangerous to set free. So they herded the poor Africans into the basement of the Cochin Fort, and held them in captivity, for many, 
many years! I have no idea when the initial incident happened, but I presume it took place in the late 1700s or early 1800s. This 
points to the possibility that it was, in fact, a slave ship carrying human cargo from East Africa to either the USA or the West Indies. 
An amazing and rather bizarre story. Incidentally, this is not an ‘old woman's tale’! Its quite reliable. My grandmother would identify 
some of the older ladies who had actually seen the surviving Kappiries.”

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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Maryland prohibited the importation of any fresh slaves, whether negro, mulatto, or otherwise.

“An Act to prohibit the bringing slaves into this state.”
“ ... it shall not be lawful, after the passing this act, to
import or bring into this state, by land or water, any negro,
mulatto, or other slave, for sale, or to reside within this
state; and any person brought into this state as a slave contrary
to this act, if a slave before, shall thereupon immediately
cease to be a slave, and shall be free; provided that this act
shall not prohibit any person, being a citizen of some one of
the United States, coming into this state, with a bona fide
intention of settling therein, and who shall actually reside
within this state for one year at least, ... to import or bring
in any slave or slaves which before belonged to such person, and
which slave or slaves had been an inhabitant of some one of the
United States, for the space of three whole years next preceding
such importation,” etc. LAWS OF MARYLAND SINCE 1763: 1783, sess.
April — June, ch. xxiii.

In Philadelphia, the Yearly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends circulated a petition against the 
international slave trade to the Federal Congress, as follows:

To the United States in Congress Assembled
The Address from the Yearly Meeting
of the People Called Quakers
4th Day of the Tenth Month 1783

Being through the favour of Divine Providence met as usual at
this season in our annual Assembly to promote the cause of Piety
and Virtue, We find with great satisfaction our well meant
endeavours for the relief of an oppressed part of our fellow Men
have been so far blessed, that those of them who have been held
in bondage by Members of our Religious Society are generally
restored to freedom, their natural and just right.
Commiserating the afflicted state into which the Inhabitants of
Africa are very deeply involved by many professors of the mild
and benign doctrines of the Gospel, and affected with a sincere
concern for the essential Good of our Country, We conceive it
our indispensable duty to revive the lamentable grievance of
that oppressed people in your view as an interesting subject
evidently claiming the serious attention of those who are
entrusted with the powers of Government, as Guardians of the
common rights of Mankind and advocates for liberty.
We have long beheld with sorrow the complicated evils produced
by an unrighteous commerce which subjects many thousands of the
human species to the deplorable State of Slavery.
The Restoration of Peace and restraint to the effusion of human

1783

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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Blood we are persuaded excite in the minds of many of all
Christian denominations gratitude and thankfulness to the all
wise controller of human events; but we have grounds to fear,
that some forgetfulness of the days of Distress are prompted
from avaricious motives to renew the iniquitous trade for slaves
to the African Coasts, contrary to every humane and righteous
consideration, and in opposition to the solemn declarations
often repeated in favour of universal liberty, thereby
increasing the too general torrent of corruption and
licentiousness, and laying a foundation for future calamities.
We therefore earnestly solicit your Christian interposition to
discourage and prevent so obvious an Evil, in such manner as
under the influence of Divine Wisdom you shall see meet.

Signed in and on behalf of our Yearly Meeting held in
Philadelphia for Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and Delaware, and the
western parts of Maryland and Virginia dated the fourth day of
the tenth month 1783.

Here are the signatures on this above petition against the international slave trade, rearranged for your 
convenience into alphabetic sequence:

• ACER/STEER, Jos. Jr. ?
• ALLEN, David
• ALLINSON, Saml.
• ASHBRIDGE, Geo.
• ATKINSON, William
• ATKINSON, William
• ATTMORE, Caleb
• ATTMORE, Tho.

• BACON David
• BAILY John
• BALDERSON John
• BALDWIN Joshua ?
• BALL Joseph
• BALLINGER Daniel
• BARKER/PARKER Thompson ?
• BARNARD Richard
• BARTLETT Richard
• BATES Hezekiah
• BEALE John
• BELLANGER Thomas
• BENERES Anthony ?
• BERNARD Jeremiah Jr.
• BERRIS/BERRY John ?
• BETTS Simes ?
• BIDDLE Owen
• BIRCHALL Jno.
• BLACKFORD Gerard Jr.
• BONSALL Edward
• BONSALLE Isaac

SLAVERY
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• BORTON/BARTON Isaac ?
• BRADWAY Edward
• BREWER William
• BRIGGS Samuel
• BRINGHURST James
• BRINGHURST Joseph
• BRINTON Joseph
• BRITT Daniel
• BROTHERTON Henry
• BROWN ?
• BROWN Jonathan
• BROWN Joshua
• BROWN Richard
• BROWN Saml.
• BROWN Thomas
• BUCKLEY Phins.
• BUDD Joseph
• BUNTING Joshua
• BUNTING Josiah
• BUNTING Samuel
• BURROUGH Joseph
• BUTLER John
• BYRNES Daniel

• CADWALADER Isaac
• CADWALADER Moses ?
• CAMERON Dugald
• CANBY Samuel
• CAREY Thomas
• CARPENTER John
• CATHRALL Benjamin
• CATTELL Jonas
• CHESTNUTWOOD Jacob ?
• CHILD John
• CHURCHMAN George
• CHURCHMAN Mord.
• CLARK Joseph
• CLARKE Benjamin
• CLARKE Isaac
• CLARKE Saml ?
• CLAYTON Aaron
• CLEAVER Ellis
• CLEAVER Ezekial
• CLIFFORD Thomas
• CLIFFTON William
• CLIFTON Henry
• COALE William
• COATES Moses
• COATS Isaac
• COLLINS John
• COLLINS John
• COMFORT Ezra
• COMFORT John
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• CONARROC Thomas Sr. ?
• COOKSON Samuel
• COOPE Abrah.
• COOPER David
• COOPER Samuel
• COOPER William
• COOPER William Jr.
• COPLAND Cowperthawaite
• COWGILL Eze.
• COWGILL Henry
• COWGILL John
• CRESSON James
• CRESSON Joshua
• CUMMING David

• DARNEL Edward
• DARNEL Lewis
• DARNEL Samuel
• DAVIES Joseph
• DAWES Abijah
• DAWES Jonathan
• DAWES Rumford
• DAWSON Daniel
• DAY Jacob
• DENNIS Philip
• DICKENSON Daniel
• DILLWYNE Geo. ?
• DIMOCK Joshua ?
• DINGCE/DINGEE Christopher ?
• DINGEE Chas.
• DIXON William
• DORSEY Benedict
• DOUGHTY William
• DOWNING Silas
• DOWNING William
• DOWNLIE Geo. ?
• DRINKER Danl.
• DRINKER Henry
• DRINKER John
• DUNCAN John

• ELLIOTT John Jr.
• ELLIS John
• ELLIS Peter
• ELLIS Wm.
• ELY Hugh ?
• EMLER/EMLEN James ?
• EVANS David
• EVANS Enoch
• EVANS Evan
• EVANS George
• EVANS John
• EVANS Robert
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• EVANS Thomas
• EVANS Thos.
• EVES John

• FALK William ?
• FARQUHAR Allen
• FARQUHAR Thomas
• FEARNBY/FEARNLEY Thomas ?
• FERRCE/FERREE John ?
• FIELD Elijah
• FIELDS John
• FISHER Mi ?
• FISHER Thomas
• FISHER Thomas
• FLOWER ?
• FOLLETT Thomas
• FOLWELL William
• FORMAN John
• FORSYTHE John
• FOULKE Caleb
• FRANKLIN John
• FRANKLIN Thos.
• FRENCH Robert
• FURMAN Josiah
• FURMAN/TRUMAN Morris ?

• GARRETT Nathan
• GARRIGUES Saml.
• GARRIGUIS Edward
• GARRIGUIS William
• GENNONERE Sam ?
• GEORGE Thomas
• GIBBONS Ia ?
• GIBBS Jonathan
• GIBBS Joshua
• GIBBS Lucas
• GILBERT John
• GILLINGHAM Yeamans
• GODINGS William
• GOODWIN Richard
• GRACY John
• GRAY Enoch
• GRIEST/GUEST John
• GRIFFITH Abrm ?
• GRIFFITTS James
• GRISEGER William ?

• HAINA Job
• HAINES Caleb
• HAINES Jesse
• HAINES Samuel
• HALL David
• HALL Thomas
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• HALLOWELL Thos.
• HALLOWELL Wm. Jr.
• HAMPTON Samuel
• HAMTON Benja.
• HARLAN Caleb
• HARRISON Thomas
• HARTSHORNE William
• HARVEY Amos
• HARVEY William
• HATTON Peter
• HAVILAND Daniel
• HAWLEY Joseph
• HAWORTH George
• HAWORTH John
• HAYDOCK John
• HAYES Henry
• HEDGER Samuel
• HIBBERD Abraham
• HICKS Samuel
• HILLIAR John ?
• HOLLINGSHEAD Edmund
• HOLLINGSWORTH Christopher
• HOLLINGSWORTH John
• HOOPER/HOOPES William
• HOOPES David
• HOOPES Thos Jr. ?
• HOPKINS Johns
• HOPKINS Saml.
• HORNE John
• HORNOR Benj.
• HOSKINS John
• HOSKINS Raper
• HOUGH Benjamin
• HOUGH John
• HOUGH Thomas
• HOWELL Arthur
• HOWELL John
• HOWELL Joshua
• HOWELL Sam.
• HUGHES Owen
• HUMPHREYS Benjamin Jr. ?
• HUMPHREYS John
• HUMPHREYS Richard
• HUNT John
• HUNT John Jr.
• HUNT Joshua
• HUTTON John
• HUTTON Samuel

• JACKSON John
• JACKSON Wm. Jr.
• JACOBS Isaac
• JAMES Abel Jr.
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• JAMES Isaac
• JAMES John
• JAMES Joseph
• JANNEY Bleackston
• JANNEY Joseph
• JANNEY Mahlon
• JEFFERIES Wm.
• JEFFERIS Cheyney
• JENKINS Joseph
• JESS Zachariah
• JOHN Griffith
• JOHN Joshua
• JONES Cadwalader ?
• JONES Edward
• JONES Edward
• JONES James Jr.
• JONES Nathan
• JONES Norris
• JONES Owen
• JONES Richard

• KAMBIN/KAMBER Caleb ?
• KERSEY William
• KIRK Caleb
• KIRK Elisha
• KIRKBRIDGE/KIRKBRIDE Robert ?
• KIRKLAND/KIRKBRIDE Jonathan ?
• KITE Benjamin
• KNIGHT Giles Jr.

• LAING John
• LAMB Daniel
• LAMB Joshua
• LAMB Pierce
• LANCASTER Aaron
• LANE Isaac
• LARKIN Isaac
• LEE Mordecai
• LEEDS Daniel
• LETCHWORTH William ?
• LETTLERS/LITTLERS Nathan ?
• LEWDEN John
• LEWDEN John
• LEWIS Evan
• LEWIS Nathan
• LEWIS Robt.
• LEWIS/LORDS Vincent ?
• LIGHTFOOT Thomas
• LINDLEY Jacob
• LINTON Benjamin
• LINTON W.
• LIPPINCOTT William
• LITCHWORTH John
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• LONGSTRETH Daniel
• LORD Constantine
• LORD Constantine
• LOWNES Caleb
• LOWNES William
• LUKENS Joseph
• LUNDY Jacob Jr.
• LYNN John
• LYSSTON John

• MARILE Jacob
• MARILE John ?
• MARIS Caleb
• MAROT Davenport
• MAROT Phillip
• MARSHALL Henry
• MARTIN George
• MASON Benjamin ?
• MASSEY Thomas Jr.
• MATHIS Bartho.
• MATTHEWS Thomas
• MAULE Ebenezer
• MAXEY Isaac
• McRAE Andw. ?
• MIDDLETON Gideon
• MIDDLETON Saml.
• MIFFLIN Daniel
• MIFFLIN Warner
• MILHOUS Jesse
• MILHOUS John
• MILHOUSE Thomas
• MILLER Mark
• MILLER Samuel
• MILLER Solomon
• MILLER William
• MINSHALL Griffith ?
• MOON James
• MOON Moses
• MOORE David
• MOORE Edward
• MOORE George
• MOORE Joseph
• MOORE Mord.
• MOORE Robert
• MORRIS John Jr.
• MORRIS Joshua
• MORTON John

• NEWBOLD Clayton

• OAKFORD Aaron
• OFFEY/RIPPLEY Danl. ?
• OLDDEN John
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• OTTEY William

• PAINTER James
• PARKE Jacob
• PARKER John
• PARKER Thomas
• PARRISH John
• PARRY John
• PASASON/PAXON Oliver ?
• PAXON Ephraim ?
• PAXON Thomas
• PAXSON Aaron
• PAXSON Isaac
• PAYNTER Richard
• PEARSON Thomas
• PEIRCE John
• PEMBERTON Saml.
• PENNELL Dell
• PENROSE Joseph ?
• PENROSE William ?
• PICKERING Isaac
• PICKERING Jona.
• PICKERING Jos. ?
• PIERCE/PEIRCE Joseph
• PLEASANT Saml.
• POTTS Jonas
• POTTS Joseph
• POULTNEY Anthony
• PRICE John Jr.
• PRICE Philip Jr.
• PRICE Philipe
• PRICE Richard
• PRIOR Edmund
• PUGH James
• PUGH John

• REDMAN Thomas
• REEVE Mark
• RENNICK/PENNICK Caleb ?
• RENNOCK/PENNOCK Joseph ?
• REYNELL John
• REYNOLDS Henry
• RHOADS Samuel
• RICHARDS Saml.
• RICHARDSON Joseph
• RICHARDSON Joseph Jr.
• RICHARDSON William
• RIDGE Zachary
• RIDGWAY David
• RIDGWAY J.
• RIDGWAY William
• RING Elias
• RISELY John
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• ROBBINS Nathan
• ROBERTS Hugh
• ROBERTS Israel
• ROBERTS John
• ROBERTS John
• ROBERTS Joseph
• ROBERTS Willism
• ROBESON John
• ROBINSON Ebenezer
• ROGERS Abner
• ROGERS Robert
• ROGERS Thomas
• ROGERS Thomas Jr.
• ROGERS Thomas Jr.
• ROGERS William
• ROSE Thos.
• RUSSELL Tos.

• SANSOM William
• SATTERTHWAIT John
• SAVERY William
• SAVERY William Jr.
• SAY Thos. ?
• SCARLET John
• SEAL Caleb
• SHARPLES Joel
• SHARPLES Joshua
• SHARPLES Thomas
• SHARPLESS Daniel ?
• SHARPLESS Jos.
• SHARPLESS Nathan
• SHATWELL/SHOTWELL Jos. Jr.
• SHAW Henry
• SHESHIR/CHESSHIR Joel ?
• SHINN Sam. ?
• SHOEMAKER Jacob
• SHOEMAKER Jacob Jr.
• SHOEMAKER Jonathan
• SHOEMAKER Thomas
• SIM/PIM Thomas ?
• SIMPSON John
• SIMPSON Saml.
• SMEDLEY Jeffrey
• SMEDLEY Thomas Jr.
• SMITH Aaron
• SMITH James
• SMITH James Jr.
• SMITH John
• SMITH Samuel
• SMITH William
• SPEAKMAN Thomas ?
• STABLERS Edward ?
• STACKHOUSE Joseph
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• STAPLER Jno.
• STAPLER John Jr. ?
• STAPLER Thomas
• STARR Jacob
• STARR James
• STARR James
• STARR saml.
• STARR William
• STEVENSON Cornell
• STEVENSON William
• STOKES Thomas
• STRODE Richard
• SUGAR Thos.
• SWAIN Benjamin ?
• SWAYNE Jacob
• SWAYNE Tho.
• SWETT Benj.
• SWIFFT John ?

• TALBOT John
• TALBOT Joseph
• TATUM John
• TAYLOR Amos
• TAYLOR Bernard
• TAYLOR Samuel
• TEST Benjamin
• THOMAS Isaac
• THOMAS Robert
• THOMAS Townsend
• THOMPSON Daniel
• THOMPSON Israel
• THORNTON James
• THORNTON James Jr.
• TODD John
• TODD John Jr.
• TODDINGS James ?
• TOMKINS Jacob
• TOWNSEND John
• TOWNSEND Joseph
• TRIMBLE Samuel
• TROTTER Saml.
• TROTTER Thomas
• TURK Isaiah ?
• TYSON James

• UPDEGARD Saml. ?
• UPDEGRAFF Harman ?

• VANLAW Joseph
• VERRCE Robert

• WALKER Abel
• WALMSLEY Silas
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• WARING W.
• WARRINGTON Joseph
• WATERMAN Jesse ?
• WATHERILE Saml. ?
• WATSON Thos.
• WAY Joshua
• WEBB John
• WEBSTER Hugh
• WEBSTER Isaac
• WEBSTER William
• WELLS Richard
• WEST Charles
• WEST Charles Jr.
• WEST Joseph
• WHARTON Isaac
• WHELALL James Jr. ?
• WHITALL Job
• WHITE Robert
• WHITE Samuel
• WHITSALL James
• WHITSON Thomas ?
• WIBLES/HIBLES David ?
• WILKES/WEEKS Resine ?
• WILKINSON Francis
• WILKONSHAM Enoch
• WILLETS Amos
• WILLIAMS George
• WILLIAMS Nathan
• WILLS Aaron
• WILLSON Gabriel
• WILSON Isaac
• WILSON William
• WOLMSLEY Thomas ?
• WOOD Robt.
• WORINTON Abraham
• WORLEY Jacob Jr.
• WORRILL Jonathan
• WORSTALL/ James ?
• WRIGHT Isaac
• WRIGHT John
• WRIGHT Jon.
• WRIGHT Jonathan
• WRIGHT Nathan

• YARNALL Amos
• YARNALL Eli
• YARNALL Ellis
• YARNALL Joshua
• YARNALL Peter
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Here is the Silhouette of one of the Philadelphia Quakers who signed the above petition against the 
international slave trade, Friend John Parrish, who lived from 1730 to 1807:

Incidentally, the above petition is often described as an antislavery petition. It is not that. It does not ask the 
federal government either to proscribe slavery in the United States, or to prohibit the domestic trade in slaves, 
and it does not ask that any slaves be freed. It is solely a petition against an international business operation.

Costumes of Philadelphia Quakers
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The “Meeting for Sufferings” committee of the New England Yearly Meeting of the Religious Society of 
Friends, with Friend Moses Brown acting as clerk of that committee, noted that £134 was lying around in their 
education kitty and decided to bite the bullet and create a Yearly Meeting School. They considered Providence, 
Portsmouth, and East Greenwich in Rhode Island, and Lynn in Massachusetts, and settled on Portsmouth 
because they were offered the use of a room in the local Friends meetinghouse together with the rental income 
from a number of house lots that Rhode Island Quarterly Meeting owned in Newport. Friend Isaac Lawton 
there could be the schoolmaster at an annual salary of £75, and local families were volunteering to provide 
room and board for as many as 30 young scholars.

John Brown of Providence, Rhode Island provided half the funds for a “compleat Philosophical Apparatus 
and Library” of science at the College of Rhode Island — clearly they were able to take a “philosophical” 
pecunia-non-olet attitude, at the time, toward the fact that such moneys arose at least in part from the 
international vending of human beings, both between Africa and America (the international trade in new 
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slaves) and from region to region along the American coast (local resale of used slaves).

Here is an example of the local resale of used slaves mentioned above (something that we seldom take into 
consideration when thinking about these issues), a local resale practice that would be allowed to continue 
unimpeded even after the “international slave trade” and its dread Middle Passage had been benevolently 
interdicted. In this year, a white widow of Warren, Rhode Island, Roby Luther Whitting, was having 
difficulties with her slave lad Fantee. She had leased her property to Edward Jones of Providence on May 22, 
1782 to be used for a period of one year, but Jones had been dissatisfied with Fantee’s labor and also 
dissatisfied with Fantee’s general attitude. In a letter to the widow on January 17, 1783 he asked to be paid 
damages, alleging that the boy had been guilty of “every vice under the sun,” vices unspecified. In this 
situation, Fantee escaped, was recaptured and imprisoned, and was then returned in disgrace in irons to the 
widow in Warren. The slavemistress, at her wit’s end, on February 6, 1783 entrusted her black, “about Eighteen 
or Twenty Years Old a Healthy Active Lad,” to Isaac Gorham of the Patty to be sold in the West Indies, to be 
taught a lesson he wouldn’t forget by being gradually worked to death in the cane fields. (On the voyage 
thither, Captain Gorham’s sloop would be intercepted by a British warship and lucky Fantee would find 
himself confiscated as contraband.)

“It is simply crazy that there should ever have come 
into being a world with such a sin in it, in which a man 
is set apart because of his color — the superficial fact 
about a human being. Who could want such a world? For 
an American fighting for his love of country, that the 
last hope of earth should from its beginning have 
swallowed slavery, is an irony so withering, a justice 
so intimate in its rebuke of pride, as to measure only 
with God.”

— Stanley Cavell, MUST WE MEAN WHAT WE SAY?
 1976, page 141
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March 6, Thursday: In Guildhall in London, the court case Gregson v. Gilbert revealed that during the Middle Passage 
of the negrero Zong, 133 ill slaves had been thrown overboard alive in order to collect on cargo life insurance. 
1st Mate James Kelsal, who had objected to the captain’s action and had been overruled at sea, pointed out to 
the court that on December 1st there had just been a heavy rain during which six casks of water had been 
collected, an amount sufficient for 11 days at full water rations or 23 days at half water rations, but that 
nevertheless later during that day the white crew had been required by Captain Luke Collingwood to pitch an 
additional 36 living persons into the sea. Although this case would not result in a change in the law, and of 
course no-one would be prosecuted for manslaughter, it would become famously useful to the abolitionist 
cause.

“EMANCIPATION IN THE BRITISH WEST INDIES”: In the case of the ship Zong,
in 1781, whose master had thrown one hundred and thirty-two
slaves alive into the sea, to cheat the underwriters, the first
jury gave a verdict in favor of the master and owners: they
had a right to do what they had done. Lord Mansfield is
reported to have said on the bench, “The matter left to the
jury is, — Was it from necessity? For they had no doubt, —
though it shocks one very much, — that the case of slaves was
the same as if horses had been thrown overboard. It is a very
shocking case.”
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April: Benjamin West was in the process of preparing a commemorative painting for the Treaty of Paris, and had 
worked up the figures of the American negotiators, John Jay, John Adams, Benjamin Franklin, Henry Laurens, 
and William Temple Franklin, when the British commissioners refused to pose. The painting would never be 
completed:

Although Dr. Josiah Bartlett would aver in his reminiscence “Duncan Ingraham” that this Concord personage 
had been an associate of John Adams in France, in all likelihood he was confusing him with his son Duncan 
Ingraham, Jr., who had gone to Amsterdam (and London, and probably Paris) in 1783 in pursuit of trade. 
During this stay, he also traveled to London and most likely to Paris as well. (Duncan Ingraham, Jr. to 
Christopher Champlin and George Gibbs, Amsterdam; September 18, 1783, in the Whitmore papers, 
Massachusetts Historical Society, Boston; Duncan Ingraham, Jr. to Samuel Eliot, Amsterdam, November 14 
and December 12, 1783, in the Norton Papers, Massachusetts Historical Society, Boston.).

During the peace negotiations between the United States and Great Britain, Jay would propose that “the 
subjects of his Britannic Majesty shall not have any right or claim under the convention, to carry or import, 
into the said States any slaves from any part of the world; it being the intention of the said States entirely to 
prohibit the importation thereof.” The response of the British negotiator, Fox, would be to point out that 
“If that be their policy, it never can be competent to us to dispute with them their own regulations.” No such 
proviso would appear in the final treaty, presumably because it was considered unnecessary.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: During the peace negotiations between
the United States and Great Britain in 1783, it was proposed by
Jay, in June, that there be a proviso inserted as follows:
“Provided that the subjects of his Britannic Majesty shall not
have any right or claim under the convention, to carry or import,
into the said States any slaves from any part of the world; it
being the intention of the said States entirely to prohibit the
importation thereof.”652 Fox promptly replied: “If that be their
policy, it never can be competent to us to dispute with them
their own regulations.”653 No mention of this was, however, made

652. Sparks, DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENCE, X. 154.

READ THE FULL TEXT

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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in the final treaty, probably because it was thought
unnecessary.
In the proposed treaty of 1806, signed at London December 31,
Article 24 provided that “The high contracting parties engage
to communicate to each other, without delay, all such laws as
have been or shall be hereafter enacted by their respective
Legislatures, as also all measures which shall have been taken
for the abolition or limitation of the African slave trade; and
they further agree to use their best endeavors to procure the
co-operation of other Powers for the final and complete
abolition of a trade so repugnant to the principles of justice
and humanity.”654

This marks the beginning of a long series of treaties between
England and other powers looking toward the prohibition of the
traffic by international agreement. During the years 1810-1814
she signed treaties relating to the subject with Portugal,
Denmark, and Sweden.655 May 30, 1814, an additional article to
the Treaty of Paris, between France and Great Britain, engaged
these powers to endeavor to induce the approaching Congress at
Vienna “to decree the abolition of the Slave Trade, so that the
said Trade shall cease universally, as it shall cease
definitively, under any circumstances, on the part of the French
Government, in the course of 5 years; and that during the said
period no Slave Merchant shall import or sell Slaves, except in
the Colonies of the State of which he is a Subject.”656 In
addition to this, the next day a circular letter was despatched
by Castlereagh to Austria, Russia, and Prussia, expressing the
hope “that the Powers of Europe, when restoring Peace to Europe,
with one common interest, will crown this great work by
interposing their benign offices in favour of those Regions of
the Globe, which yet continue to be desolated by this unnatural
and inhuman traffic.”657 Meantime additional treaties were
secured: in 1814 by royal decree Netherlands agreed to abolish
the trade;658 Spain was induced by her necessities to restrain
her trade to her own colonies, and to endeavor to prevent the
fraudulent use of her flag by foreigners;659 and in 1815 Portugal
agreed to abolish the slave-trade north of the equator.660

653. Fox to Hartley, June 10, 1783, as quoted in Bancroft, HISTORY OF THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES, I. 61. Cf. 
Sparks, DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENCE, X. 154, June 1783.
654. AMERICAN STATE PAPERS, FOREIGN, III. No. 214, page 151.
655. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1815-6, pages 886, 937 (quotation).
656. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1815-6, pages 890-1.
657. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1815-6, page 887. Russia, Austria, and Prussia returned favorable replies: BRITISH AND 
FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1815-6, pages 887-8.
658. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1815-6, page 889.
659. She desired a loan, which England made on this condition: BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1815-6, pages 921-2.
660. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1815-6, pages 937-9. Certain financial arrangements secured this concession.
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July 6, Sunday: In London, Friends William Dillwyn, George Harrison, Samuel Hoare, Jr. (!), Thomas Knowles, 
John Lloyd (there was a Quaker of this name who was one of the six clerks in the Chancery Office), and Joseph 
Woods met to decide upon Quaker benevolent measures “for the relief and liberation of the negro slaves in the 
West Indies, and for the discouragement of the slave-trade on the coast of Africa.”

This Samuel Hoare, Jr. was a banker, a friend of Wordsworth, Southey, and Scott, born in 1751, who would 
die on July 14, 1825 and be buried in the Quaker cemetery on Winchmore Hill in London:

(His relationship, if any, to Squire Samuel Hoar of Concord is at present quite unknown.)

Tilly Buttrick, Jr. was born in Westford, the second child of Tilly Buttrick of Concord and Mrs. Abigail Hale 
Buttrick of Newbury. (He would be with his father there until in 1793 or 1794 at the age of 10 years he would 
be put to the service of his Honor Lieutenant Governor Moses Gill in Princeton, Massachusetts. He would live 
with his father again, in Groton, in perhaps 1798-1800 between the ages of 15 and 17, and would then be put 
in a mercantile house in Boston, under D. Hastings, Esq., until the age of 21 in 1801. He would sail on the 

“EMANCIPATION IN THE BRITISH WEST INDIES”: Six Quakers met in London on
the 6th July, 1783; William Dillwyn, Samuel Hoar, George
Harrison, Thomas Knowles, John Lloyd, Joseph Woods, “to consider
what step they should take for the relief and liberation of the
negro slaves in the West Indies, and for the discouragement of
the slave-trade on the coast of Africa.” They made friends and
raised money for the slave; they interested their Yearly Meeting;
and all English and all American Quakers.

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY

HDT WHAT? INDEX
Alnomak from Boston, bound for the Isle of France, on September 10, 1804, and return to Boston in the middle 
of April 1806. In June 1806 he would sail again, on the Decatur to the island of Jamaica. When back in 
Concord, he would contract to escort a party made up of a man’s wife, three children, and manservant, in a 
pleasure wagon drawn by two horses, to Detroit in the Michigan Territory. From there he visited the Niagara 
Falls, and his travels were disrupted by the development of hostilities between the English and the Americans, 
after which he returned to Massachusetts. He would be wed with Hannah E. Bliss of Concord by the Reverend 
Ezra Ripley on July 10, 1811. On July 3, 1814 he would contract with a gentleman, to accompany him to 
Kentucky. He would return to Concord on the turnpike through Connecticut, on foot, on October 20, 1821. 
VOYAGES, TRAVELS AND DISCOVERIES OF TILLY BUTTRICK, JR. would be printed for the author by the firm of 
John Putnam in Boston in 1831. He would die in Concord at the age of 75 years during 1859.)

August 13, Wednesday: Oreste, a dramma per musica by Domenico Cimarosa to words of Serio, was performed for 
the initial time, in the Teatro San Carlo of Naples.

Charles Town was incorporated, as Charleston. South Carolina began to collect duties of £3 and £20 per head 
on the importation of slaves.

“An Act for levying and collecting certain duties and imposts
therein mentioned, in aid of the public revenue.” Cooper,
STATUTES, IV. 576.

August 26, Tuesday: America had won its struggle for liberty and it was time to get back to business as usual. In 
Providence, Rhode Island, John Innes Clarke and Joseph Nightingale of the firm of Clarke & Nightingale were 
fitting out yet another negrero, the Providence2,661 for a voyage to the coast of Africa. Hearing of this, Friend 
Moses Brown visited them and received their reassurances.

Yes, they were indeed fitting out a vessel for a trading voyage to the coast of Africa, but they would be trading 
their cargo of New England’s triple-distilled rum brandy not for slaves but merely for ivory, for beeswax, and 
for gold dust. The international slave trade? –No, Heaven forbid!

Actually it was as obvious as a wart on the tip of your nose the size and color of a small cherry, what was going 
on here:

661. Note well that this particular vessel named Providence, being merely a negrero like the original Katy,
does not fit well into our normative sequence of the Godly warlike national vessels USS Providence1, USS
Providence3, USS Providence4, and USS Providence5, which had begun with the previous Rhode Island ne-
grero Katy. (The reasons why it does not fit well is that we like our history to be served to us Whiggish style,
with noticeable progress toward perfection between the generations. –We tend not to appreciate the sort of
historical tale that is, more realistically merely stupid thing after stupid thing endlessly perpetuated!)

VOYAGES, TRAVELS, ETC.

MOSES BROWN
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He learned soon after that Clarke had misled him; that the ship
fitting for Africa was in fact a slaver. Moses promptly sat down
and wrote a lengthy plea to Clarke and Nightengale [sic], asking
that they “give orders to the captain not to suffer any negroes
to be brought on board.” Where his other tracts against slavery,
addressed to legislators and to the public, stressed the
iniquities of the trade and the ordeal of the slaves, in this
letter Moses was more personal, asking his merchant friends to
consider their own consciences, to save their own souls. Moses
said that his own decision, years before, to engage in the trade
despite “averse convictions,” had led to “the most uneasiness,
and has left the greatest impression and stain upon my mind of
any if not all my other conduct in life.” His remorse was
especially acute, Moses wrote, when he paused to think how his
conduct might appear in judgment before God. Moses felt moved,
then, by “some engagement for your preservation from so great
an evil as I have found the trade to be.” He implored them to
reconsider, “that you may avoid the unhappy reflections which I
have had.”
If that was not prodding enough, Moses added an audacious dig
to jar the merchants’ sensibilities close to home. One of their
own bondsmen had approached him some time ago, Moses confided,
seeking release from “the burden of slavery.” Moses said he
counseled the slave to be patient, but he asked the merchants
to consider, if a slave sought relief from their own kind
treatment, how much worse must be the anguish of those slaves
sold to a life of toil in the tropics.
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October 1, Wednesday: This being the year in which Moses Brown, a brother to the wealthy Providence businessmen 
Nicholas Brown and John Brown who engaged in the international slave trade but a convert to Quakerism, was 
becoming an elder in his monthly meeting of the Religious Society of Friends and beginning his campaign to 
end Rhode Island’s involvement in human slavery,662 one might be tempted to leap to the presumption that 

such a campaign must obviously have been a righteous Quakerly protest against lay racism, motivated by 
religious egalitarianism — but before we leap to such a conclusion we must consider something which 
happened on this particular day of the year: In the case of Abigail Franks, the young woman of mixed race 
who had applied for membership in the Religious Society of Friends, the Yearly Meeting decided that:

Although these minutes testify only to “weighty and edifying deliberations and a spirit of condescension,” 
“a weighty exercise,” and “diverse just observations,” mentioning no doubt or objection, it is clear that 
there had been such — because there is on record a personal letter from a friend of the applicant who afterward 
commented “the mountains of opposition are leveled before her.”663

No way was this going to be easy! There was still a great spirit of racism to be overcome!

October 3, Friday: A deputation from the Yearly Meeting of the Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and Delaware Friends 
came before the Continental Congress and asked leave to present a petition.

Although we lack the government’s side of this story, what the Quakers would take back home with them 
would be a story that their petition against the gross national iniquity of trafficking in the persons of fellow-
men, which is to say, in opposition at least to the international slave trade and perhaps even to human 
enslavement as such, had met with the transparent excuse that this body was unable to accommodate them — 
being not yet “vested with the powers of legislation.”

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois:  The slave-trade was hardly touched upon

662. There were five slaves in the Brown family mansion on College Hill in Providence, and Moses Brown helped them work up 
the courage to steal themselves away.
663. The data elements for this series on the acceptability of persons of mixed race as Quakers are from Henry Cadbury’s 
“Negro Membership in the Society of Friends” in The Journal of Negro History, Volume 21 (1936), pages 151-213.

MOSES BROWN

The request of Chester Quarter last year respecting the
application of a woman to Concord Monthly Meeting to be received
into membership, and which was referred for further
consideration to this or a future meeting being now revived,
the subject opening with weight, it is the sense and judgment
of the meeting that Concord Monthly Meeting may safely consider
the application of the person on the same ground in common with
other applications for admission into membership.

CONTINETAL CONGRESS
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in the Congress of the Confederation, except in the ordinance
respecting the capture of slaves, and on the occasion of the
Quaker petition against the trade, although, during the debate
on the Articles of Confederation, the counting of slaves as well
as of freemen in the apportionment of taxes was urged as a
measure that would check further importation of Negroes. “It is
our duty,” said Wilson of Pennsylvania, “to lay every
discouragement on the importation of slaves; but this amendment
[i.e., to count two slaves as one freeman] would give the jus trium
liberorum to him who would import slaves.”664 The matter was
finally compromised by apportioning requisitions according to
the value of land and buildings.
After the Articles went into operation, an ordinance in regard
to the recapture of fugitive slaves provided that, if the
capture was made on the sea below high-water mark, and the Negro
was not claimed, he should be freed. Matthews of South Carolina
demanded the yeas and nays on this proposition, with the result
that only the vote of his State was recorded against it.665

On Tuesday, October 3, 1783, a deputation from the Yearly
Meeting of the Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and Delaware Friends
asked leave to present a petition. Leave was granted the
following day,666 but no further minute appears. According to the
report of the Friends, the petition was against the slave-trade;
and “though the Christian rectitude of the concern was by the
Delegates generally acknowledged, yet not being vested with the
powers of legislation, they declined promoting any public remedy
against the gross national iniquity of trafficking in the
persons of fellow-men.”667

The only legislative activity in regard to the trade during the
Confederation was taken by the individual States.668 Before 1778
Connecticut, Vermont, Pennsylvania, Delaware, and Virginia had
by law stopped the further importation of slaves, and
importation had practically ceased in all the New England and
Middle States, including Maryland. In consequence of the revival
of the slave-trade after the War, there was then a lull in State
activity until 1786, when North Carolina laid a prohibitive
duty, and South Carolina, a year later, began her series of
temporary prohibitions. In 1787-1788 the New England States
forbade the participation of their citizens in the traffic. It
was this wave of legislation against the traffic which did so
much to blind the nation as to the strong hold which slavery
still had on the country.

664. Elliot, DEBATES (1861), I. 72-3. Cf. Article 8 of the ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION.
665. JOURNALS OF CONGRESS, 1781, June 25; July 18; Sept. 21, 27; November 8, 13, 30; December 4.
666. JOURNALS OF CONGRESS, 1782-3, pages 418-9, 425.
667. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 1st Congress 2d session, page 1183.
668. Cf. above, Chapters ii., iii., iv.
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William Wilberforce was converted to the evangelical branch of Anglican Church and became a member of 
the Clapham Set, a group of evangelicals centering around John Venn, the rector of Clapham Church in 
London. This movement was involved in social reform, and eventually he would be approached by Lady 
Middleton and persuaded to use his position as a MP to attempt to bring an end to the international slave trade. 
The Religious Society of Friends in Britain had presented petitions to Parliament in 1783 and in 1787 to end 
this international slave trade, and its members had been active in the formation of the Society for the Abolition 
of the Slave Trade. Of the dozen persons on this committee, nine were Quakers.In New Hampshire in this year, 

importation of slaves was being declared to be contrary to the state’s new Constitution (although it would 
appear that this state never did forbid participation by its citizens in the trade).

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: The statistics of slavery in New
Hampshire show how weak an institution it always was in that
colony.669 Consequently, when the usual instructions were sent
to Governor Wentworth as to the encouragement he must give to
the slave-trade, the House replied: “We have considered his
Majties Instruction relating to an Impost on Negroes & Felons,
to which this House answers, that there never was any duties
laid on either, by this Govermt, and so few bro’t in that it
would not be worth the Publick notice, so as to make an act
concerning them.”670 This remained true for the whole history of

1784

669. The number of slaves in New Hampshire has been estimated as follows:
In 1730, 200. NEW HAMPSHIRE HISTORICAL SOCIETY COLL., I. 229.
“ 1767, 633. Granite Monthly, IV. 108.
“ 1773, 681. Granite Monthly, IV. 108.
“ 1773, 674. NEW HAMPSHIRE PROVINCE PAPERS, X. 636.
“ 1775, 479. Granite Monthly, IV. 108.
“ 1790, 158. Granite Monthly, IV. 108.

SLAVERY
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the colony. Importation was never stopped by actual enactment,
but was eventually declared contrary to the Constitution of
1784.671 The participation of citizens in the trade appears never
to have been forbidden.

670. NEW HAMPSHIRE PROVINCE PAPERS, IV. 617.
671. Granite Monthly, VI. 377; Poore, FEDERAL AND STATE CONSTITUTIONS, pages 1280-1.
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The “spoon” position of cargo in the hold of the French slaver Aurore, per Jean Boudriot’s TRAITE ET NAVIRE 
NEGRIER L’AURORE, 1784 (Paris, 1984), page 87, involved packing 8 adults into an area between decks of only 
160 centimeters by 170 centimeters, as illustrated. The slave decks were only a few inches high, definitely not 
high enough to permit anyone to sit up. For sanitary purposes it was possible for a few people at a time to 
squeeze out into the aisle between the racks:672This was of course preposterous, and would lead in 1788 to the 

British Parliament ameliorating the condition of slaves in transit across the oceans, by legislating that they 
could not be packed more closely than one slave per ton of vessel weight. For instance, the negrero Brookes 
owned by James Jones of Bristol, England, since it was a vessel of 295 tonnes, would not under the new 
improved 1788 regulations be able to load more than 295 Negroes, thus giving each captive an opportunity to 
lie flat on his or her back. The improved, humanitarian condition subsequent to 1778, with the slaves in transit 
allowed to lie upon their backs rather than spoon-style, would be depicted as on the following screen:

672. There are more images of this sort available at <http://hitchcock.itc.virginia.edu/Slavery>.

THE MIDDLE PASSAGE
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February 25, Wednesday: The General Assembly of Rhode Island took up Friend Moses Brown’s bill for the abolition 
of slavery. Not only would Rhode Island’s slaves be gradually manumitted, beginning with all children born 

after the 1st of March, but also, no resident of the state might participate in the international slave trade, and 
every shipowner fitting out his ship for African ports would be required to post bond that slaves would be no 
part of his ship’s cargo. 

“An Act authorizing the manumission of negroes, mulattoes, and
others, and for the gradual abolition of slavery.” Persons born
after March, 1784, to be free. Bill framed pursuant to a petition
of Quakers. COLONIAL RECORDS, X. 7-8; Arnold, HISTORY OF RHODE ISLAND,
II. 503.

MOSES BROWN
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The statute included a provision releasing slavemasters who manumitted slaves born prior to 1784 between 21 
and 30 years of age (for a male) or 18 and 30 (for a female) from further obligation to financially support the 
freed slaves, but only when their town council was confident that the freed slave was healthy enough not to 
become dependent on town aid.

His brother John Brown was opposed, pointing out that if white people were not charitable enough to buy these 
black victims along the coast of Africa, very often the black victims of African wars would simply be offed. 
One Benson, a veteran of the trade, supplied the assembly with supporting anecdotes. The Middle Passage was 
portrayed as a rescue.

Esek Hopkins pointed out that these Quakers who opposed slavery were mere hypocrites, who readily 
participated in the rum industry, the sugar industry, the indigo industry, and other segments of the economy 
that relied heavily upon slave labor. These self-righteous posturers were as implicated as anybody else.

A more nuanced understanding of this phenomenon has come to us recently from Professor Joanne Pope 
Melish:

The support provisions of the 1784 emancipation law allowed
slave owners to escape any further financial responsibility for
slaves under forty years of age whom they manumitted, which
threatened to leave too many “old” slaves in their thirties to
the support of the towns. A 1785 revision [“An Act repealing
Part of the Act respecting the Manumission of Slaves,” RI
General Assembly, October 1785], reiterated in 1798 [“An Act
relative to Slaves, and to their Manumission and Support: part
of the revision of the Public Laws of the State of Rhode-island
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This, by Professor Joanne Pope Melish, is from page xxiii of the 2d reprinting of the autobiography of William J. Brown of Providence, Rhode Island, as issued in paperback by the U of New Hampshire P in 2006.
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and Providence Plantations,” RI General Assembly, January 1798],
lowered the age of eligibility for unencumbered emancipation to
thirty. Apparently some town councils, faced with rising costs
for pauper support, refused to allow slave owners to manumit
even eligible slaves, leading to the passage of an 1804 act
providing for an appeal procedure by slave owners “aggrieved”
by recalcitrant councils [“An Act in Amendment of the Act,
entitled, ‘An Act relative to Slaves, and their Manumission and
Support,’” RI General Assembly, March 1804]. In other words, an
aging slave population that would not be replenished either by
birth into slavery or by importation, which had been outlawed
in Rhode Island in 1774, presented an increasing financial
liability, and many slave owners sought to manumit their slaves
before they would be obligated to support them in their old age.
The large number of manumissions may have led the slaves
themselves to interpret these provisions as the “General
Emancipation” act that Brown describes. Undoubtedly most slaves
saw freedom under any circumstances as good news — though not
all did, as Brown wryly observes, noting that a few “declared
their masters had been eating their flesh and now they were going
to stick to them and suck their bones.”
At the first federal census in 1790, there were 427 free people
of color and 48 slaves living in the city of Providence, a city
of about 6,400. By 1810, four years before William Brown was
born, the number of free people of color had risen to 865, just
about 8.6 percent of the population of about 10,000, and the
number of slaves had fallen to 6. Yet there were still 5 slaves
in Rhode Island and 1 in the city of Providence in 1840,
according to the Fifth Federal Census, and it was only the new
state Constitution of November 1842 that finally abolished
slavery entirely in Rhode Island.

March 26, Friday: South Carolina levied a tariff of £3 on the importation of some slaves and £5 on the importation of 
other slaves (Cooper, STATUTES, IV. 607).

April 29, Thursday: The Reverend Samuel Hopkins wrote from Newport, Rhode Island to Friend Moses Brown in 
Providence about the prospects of their abolitionist efforts:

I have dared publicly to declare that this town [Newport] is the
most guilty, respecting the trade, of any on the [North
American] continent, as it has been, in a great measure, built
up by the blood of the poor Africans.... This has greatly
displeased a number [of the local white people], and I fear the
most are far from a disposition to repent, especially they who
have the greatest share of the guilt.... This gives me a gloomy
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prospect of our future circumstances!

I don’t have a date for this, but will insert it arbitrarily at this point. When the Reverend wrote a polemic against 
the international slave trade, at first the Newport Herald would agree to print his new tract — but then the 
editor would change his mind.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: The Declaration of Independence showed
a significant drift of public opinion from the firm stand taken
in the “Association” resolutions. The clique of political
philosophers to which Jefferson belonged never imagined the
continued existence of the country with slavery. It is well
known that the first draft of the Declaration contained a severe
arraignment of Great Britain as the real promoter of slavery and
the slave-trade in America. In it the king was charged with
waging “cruel war against human nature itself, violating its
most sacred rights of life and liberty in the persons of a
distant people who never offended him, captivating and carrying
them into slavery in another hemisphere, or to incur miserable
death in their transportation thither. This piratical warfare,
the opprobrium of infidel powers, is the warfare of the Christian king
of Great Britain. Determined to keep open a market where men
should be bought and sold, he has prostituted his negative for
suppressing every legislative attempt to prohibit or to restrain
this execrable commerce. And that this assemblage of horrors
might want no fact of distinguished die, he is now exciting those
very people to rise in arms among us, and to purchase that
liberty of which he has deprived them, by murdering the people
on whom he also obtruded them: thus paying off former crimes
committed against the liberties of one people with crimes which he
urges them to commit against the lives of another.”673

To this radical and not strictly truthful statement, even the
large influence of the Virginia leaders could not gain the
assent of the delegates in Congress. The afflatus of 1774 was
rapidly subsiding, and changing economic conditions had already
led many to look forward to a day when the slave-trade could
successfully be reopened. More important than this, the nation
as a whole was even less inclined now than in 1774 to denounce

673. Jefferson, WORKS (Washington, 1853-4), I. 23-4. On the Declaration as an anti-slavery document, cf. Elliot, DEBATES (1861), 
I. 89.
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the slave-trade uncompromisingly. Jefferson himself says that
this clause “was struck out in complaisance to South Carolina
and Georgia, who had never attempted to restrain the importation
of slaves, and who, on the contrary, still wished to continue
it. Our northern brethren also, I believe,” said he, “felt a
little tender under those censures; for though their people had
very few slaves themselves, yet they had been pretty
considerable carriers of them to others.”674

As the war slowly dragged itself to a close, it became
increasingly evident that a firm moral stand against slavery and
the slave-trade was not a probability. The reaction which
naturally follows a period of prolonged and exhausting strife
for high political principles now set in. The economic forces
of the country, which had suffered most, sought to recover and
rearrange themselves; and all the selfish motives that impelled
a bankrupt nation to seek to gain its daily bread did not long
hesitate to demand a reopening of the profitable African slave-
trade. This demand was especially urgent from the fact that the
slaves, by pillage, flight, and actual fighting, had become so
reduced in numbers during the war that an urgent demand for more
laborers was felt in the South.
Nevertheless, the revival of the trade was naturally a matter
of some difficulty, as the West India circuit had been cut off,
leaving no resort except to contraband traffic and the direct
African trade. The English slave-trade after the peace “returned
to its former state,” and was by 1784 sending 20,000 slaves
annually to the West Indies.675 Just how large the trade to the
continent was at this time there are few means of ascertaining;
it is certain that there was a general reopening of the trade
in the Carolinas and Georgia, and that the New England traders
participated in it. This traffic undoubtedly reached
considerable proportions; and through the direct African trade
and the illicit West India trade many thousands of Negroes came
into the United States during the years 1783-1787.676

Meantime there was slowly arising a significant divergence of
opinion on the subject. Probably the whole country still
regarded both slavery and the slave-trade as temporary; but the
Middle States expected to see the abolition of both within a
generation, while the South scarcely thought it probable to
prohibit even the slave-trade in that short time. Such a
difference might, in all probability, have been satisfactorily
adjusted, if both parties had recognized the real gravity of the
matter. As it was, both regarded it as a problem of secondary
importance, to be solved after many other more pressing ones had
been disposed of. The anti-slavery men had seen slavery die in
their own communities, and expected it to die the same way in
others, with as little active effort on their own part. The
Southern planters, born and reared in a slave system, thought
that some day the system might change, and possibly disappear;

674. Jefferson, WORKS (Washington, 1853-4), I. 19.
675. Clarkson, IMPOLICY OF THE SLAVE-TRADE, pages 25-6; REPORT OF THE LORDS OF THE COMMITTEE OF COUNCIL, etc. (London, 
1789).
676. Witness the many high duty acts on slaves, and the revenue derived therefrom. Massachusetts had sixty distilleries running in 
1783. Cf. Sheffield, OBSERVATIONS ON AMERICAN COMMERCE, page 267.
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but active effort to this end on their part was ever farthest
from their thoughts. Here, then, began that fatal policy toward
slavery and the slave-trade that characterized the nation for
three-quarters of a century, the policy of laissez-faire, laissez-passer.
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In 1774 there had been sixteen native Americans still alive in Bristol, Rhode Island. By this point the group 
had dwindled to two survivors.

During this year, according to the 1822 revision to the PUBLIC LAWS OF RHODE ISLAND, page 441, the 
legislature of Rhode Island enacted some sort of restrictive measure either in regard to slavery or in regard to 
the international slave trade. Unfortunately, neither the title nor the text of this enactment have so far been 
located. What we do know is that in this year William Ellery joined the abolitionist movement. This son of an 
international slave trader would become one of the leading advocates of the abolition of slavery.

John Fitch, trudging along a dusty road near Neshamini in Bucks County in Pennsylvania, 
was being passed by a horse and buggy when an apparition came before his mind’s eye: he was rolling 
merrily along this road in his own buggy, and yet there was no horse in front of him, nothing but open road 
in front of his buggy! If a sufficiently inventive man could only figure out a way to propel his buggy by 
“the force procured by Steam,” he could dispense with that animal and all its bother! Alas, John’s dream 
would have to wait, for he soon recognized that he would need to design such a buggy not only to roll along 
a smooth flat roadbed such as this one but also to negotiate hills, etc. Damn! Well, but on a river there are no 
hills, why not first learn to harness “the force procured by Steam” to drive a boat, solving the propulsion 
problem alone, and then later he could turn to the more elaborate problem of a land vehicle! Thus Fitch 
determined he would first begin to work out a design for a steam-powered boat. Assuming he would have to 
begin with an engine of the Newcomen stationary variety, he had the idea of making the design mobile by 
replacing the weights which lowered the pistons in each of the two cylinders of this engine with springs. He 

1785
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also schemed to convert the reciprocal motion of the pistons into the rotary motion which he needed by the use 
of ratchets. Before he was able to try out this design, he learned of improvements in steam engines which had 
been made by James Watt677 and rearranged his design. Fitch’s plan to connect his steam engine with the water 
was to have a kind of tank-tread with paddles along each side of the boat –if you can imagine this– and there 
is still in existence a model of his initial scheme.

An invention important to the development of the cloth industry occurred during this year. Edmund Cartwright 
developed a power-loom. At a factory in Papplewich, Nottinghamshire, England, a Boulton & Watt steam 
engine created through the partnership of Watt with Matthew Boulton began to power the cotton spinning 
machinery, whereas previously such machinery had been powered either by water power or by laborers 
(usually convicts) stepping upward on a treadmill.678

Onerous labor would be shifting from the backs of local prison convicts — to the backs of remote plantation 
slaves. Because this development would have an impact on the demand for bales of cotton as a raw material 
for cloth, it would have an impact on the demand for field labor to grow this cotton, and therefore would have 
consequences in terms of human slavery — and in terms of the international slave trade.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: The history of slavery and the slave-
trade after 1820 must be read in the light of the industrial
revolution through which the civilized world passed in the first
half of the nineteenth century. Between the years 1775 and 1825
occurred economic events and changes of the highest importance
and widest influence. Though all branches of industry felt the
impulse of this new industrial life, yet, “if we consider single
industries, cotton manufacture has, during the nineteenth
century, made the most magnificent and gigantic advances.”679

This fact is easily explained by the remarkable series of
inventions that revolutionized this industry between 1738 and

677. Watt was at this point exceedingly well known and rewarded and was, indeed, being elected to the Royal Society of London.
In Waldo Emerson’s “Notes” to his essay “The Conduct of Life” we find a (presumably false) attestation that:

678. Bear in mind that in early periods the Southern states of the United States of America produced no significant amount of cotton 
fiber for export — such production not beginning until 1789. In fact, according to page 92 of Seybert’s STATISTICS, in 1784 a small 
parcel of cotton that had found its way from the US to Liverpool had been refused admission to England, because it was the customs 
agent’s opinion that this involved some sort of subterfuge: it could not have originated in the United States.
679. Beer, Geschichte des Welthandels im 19TEN Jahrhundert, II. 67.

It was Watt who told King George III that he dealt in an article
of which kings were said to be fond — Power.

STEAMBOATS
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1830, including Arkwright’s, Watt’s, Compton’s, and
Cartwright’s epoch-making contrivances.680 The effect which
these inventions had on the manufacture of cotton goods is best
illustrated by the fact that in England, the chief cotton market
of the world, the consumption of raw cotton rose steadily from
13,000 bales in 1781, to 572,000 in 1820, to 871,000 in 1830,
and to 3,366,000 in 1860.681 Very early, therefore, came the
query whence the supply of raw cotton was to come. Tentative
experiments on the rich, broad fields of the Southern United
States, together with the indispensable invention of Whitney’s
cotton-gin, soon answered this question: a new economic future
was opened up to this land, and immediately the whole South began
to extend its cotton culture, and more and more to throw its
whole energy into this one staple.
Here it was that the fatal mistake of compromising with slavery
in the beginning, and of the policy of laissez-faire pursued
thereafter, became painfully manifest; for, instead now of a
healthy, normal, economic development along proper industrial
lines, we have the abnormal and fatal rise of a slave-labor large
farming system, which, before it was realized, had so
intertwined itself with and braced itself upon the economic
forces of an industrial age, that a vast and terrible civil war
was necessary to displace it. The tendencies to a patriarchal
serfdom, recognizable in the age of Washington and Jefferson,
began slowly but surely to disappear; and in the second quarter
of the century Southern slavery was irresistibly changing from
a family institution to an industrial system.
The development of Southern slavery has heretofore been viewed
so exclusively from the ethical and social standpoint that we
are apt to forget its close and indissoluble connection with the
world’s cotton market. Beginning with 1820, a little after the
close of the Napoleonic wars, when the industry of cotton
manufacture had begun its modern development and the South had
definitely assumed her position as chief producer of raw cotton,
we find the average price of cotton per pound, 8½d. From this
time until 1845 the price steadily fell, until in the latter
year it reached 4d.; the only exception to this fall was in the
years 1832-1839, when, among other things, a strong increase in
the English demand, together with an attempt of the young slave
power to “corner” the market, sent the price up as high as 11d.

680. A list of these inventions most graphically illustrates this advance: — 
1738, John Jay, fly-shuttle. John Wyatt, spinning by rollers.
1748, Lewis Paul, carding-machine.
1760, Robert Kay, drop-box.
1769, Richard Arkwright, water-frame and throstle. James Watt, steam-engine.
1772, James Lees, improvements on carding-machine.
1775, Richard Arkwright, series of combinations.
1779, Samuel Compton, mule.
1785, Edmund Cartwright, power-loom.
1803-4, Radcliffe and Johnson, dressing-machine.
1817, Roberts, fly-frame.
1818, William Eaton, self-acting frame.
1825-30, Roberts, improvements on mule.
Cf. Baines,  HISTORY OF THE COTTON MANUFACTURE, pages 116-231; Encyclopædia Britannica, 9th ed., article “Cotton.”
681. Baines,  HISTORY OF THE COTTON MANUFACTURE, page 215. A bale weighed from 375 lbs. to 400 lbs.
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The demand for cotton goods soon outran a crop which McCullough
had pronounced “prodigious,” and after 1845 the price started
on a steady rise, which, except for the checks suffered during
the continental revolutions and the Crimean War, continued until
1860.682 The steady increase in the production of cotton explains
the fall in price down to 1845. In 1822 the crop was a half-
million bales; in 1831, a million; in 1838, a million and a half;
and in 1840-1843, two million. By this time the world’s
consumption of cotton goods began to increase so rapidly that,
in spite of the increase in Southern crops, the price kept
rising. Three million bales were gathered in 1852, three and a
half million in 1856, and the remarkable crop of five million
bales in 1860.683

Here we have data to explain largely the economic development
of the South. By 1822 the large-plantation slave system had
gained footing; in 1838-1839 it was able to show its power in
the cotton “corner;” by the end of the next decade it had not
only gained a solid economic foundation, but it had built a
closed oligarchy with a political policy. The changes in price
during the next few years drove out of competition many
survivors of the small-farming free-labor system, and put the
slave régime in position to dictate the policy of the nation. The
zenith of the system and the first inevitable signs of decay
came in the years 1850-1860, when the rising price of cotton
threw the whole economic energy of the South into its
cultivation, leading to a terrible consumption of soil and
slaves, to a great increase in the size of plantations, and to
increasing power and effrontery on the part of the slave barons.
Finally, when a rising moral crusade conjoined with threatened
economic disaster, the oligarchy, encouraged by the state of the
cotton market, risked all on a political coup-d’état, which failed
in the war of 1861-1865.684

April 12, Tuesday: Along the way, as the New York legislature dealt with such important matters as the granting of 
“a bounty on hemp to be raised within this State,” they also laid out an agenda for gradual elimination of the 
local slavery system, through discontinuance of supply and emancipation of the remaining slaves:

“ ... And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any negro or
other person to be imported or brought into this State from any
of the United States or from any other place or country after
the first day of June next, shall be sold as a slave or slaves
within this State, the seller or his or her factor or agent,
shall be deemed guilty of a public offence, and shall for every
such offence forfeit the sum of one hundred pounds lawful money
of New York, to be recovered by any person,” etc.
“And be it further enacted ... That every such person imported or brought
into this State and sold contrary to the true intent and meaning
of this act shall be freed.” LAWS OF NEW YORK, 1785-88 (edition

682. The prices cited are from Newmarch and Tooke, and refer to the London market. The average price in 1855-60 was about 7d.
683. From United States census reports.
684. Cf. United States census reports; and Olmsted, THE COTTON KINGDOM.
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of 1886), pages 120-21.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: The early ordinances of the Dutch,
laying duties, generally of ten per cent, on slaves, probably
proved burdensome to the trade, although this was not
intentional.685 The Biblical prohibition of slavery and the
slave-trade, copied from New England codes into the Duke of
York’s Laws, had no practical application,686 and the trade
continued to be encouraged in the governors’ instructions. In
1709 a duty of £3 was laid on Negroes from elsewhere than
Africa.687 This was aimed at West India slaves, and was
prohibitive. By 1716 the duty on all slaves was £1 12½s., which
was probably a mere revenue figure.688 In 1728 a duty of 40s. was
laid, to be continued until 1737.689 It proved restrictive,
however, and on the “humble petition of the Merchants and
Traders of the City of Bristol” was disallowed in 1735, as
“greatly prejudicial to the Trade and Navigation of this
Kingdom.”690 Governor Cosby was also reminded that no duties on
slaves payable by the importer were to be laid. Later, in 1753,
the 40s. duty was restored, but under the increased trade of those
days was not felt.691 No further restrictions seem to have been
attempted until 1785, when the sale of slaves in the State was
forbidden.692

The chief element of restriction in this colony appears to have
been the shrewd business sense of the traders, who never flooded
the slave market, but kept a supply sufficient for the slowly
growing demand. Between 1701 and 1726 only about 2,375 slaves
were imported, and in 1774 the total slave population amounted
to 21,149.693 No restriction was ever put by New York on
participation in the trade outside the colony, and in spite of
national laws New York merchants continued to be engaged in this
traffic even down to the Civil War.694

Vermont, who withdrew from New York in 1777, in her first
Constitution695 declared slavery illegal, and in 1786 stopped by
law the sale and transportation of slaves within her
boundaries.696

685. O’Callaghan, LAWS OF NEW NETHERLAND, 1638-74, pages 31, 348, etc. The colonists themselves were encouraged to trade, 
but the terms were not favorable enough: DOC. REL. COL. HIST. NEW YORK, I. 246; LAWS OF NEW NETHERLAND, pages 81-2, note, 
127. The colonists declared “that they are inclined to a foreign Trade, and especially to the Coast of Africa, ... in order to fetch 
thence Slaves”: O’Callaghan, VOYAGES OF THE SLAVERS, etc., page 172.
686. CHARTER TO WILLIAM PENN, etc. (1879), page 12. First published on Long Island in 1664. Possibly Negro slaves were 
explicitly excepted. Cf. MAGAZINE OF AMERICAN HISTORY, XI. 411, and N.Y. HIST. SOC. COLL., I. 322.
687. ACTS OF ASSEMBLY, 1691-1718, pages 97, 125, 134; DOC. REL. COL. HIST. NEW YORK, V. 178, 185, 293.
688. The Assembly attempted to raise the slave duty in 1711, but the Council objected (DOC. REL. COL. HIST. NEW YORK, V. 292 
ff.), although, as it seems, not on account of the slave duty in particular. Another act was passed between 1711 and 1716, but its 
contents are not known (cf. title of the Act of 1716). For the Act of 1716, see ACTS OF ASSEMBLY, 1691-1718, page 224.
689. DOC. REL. COL. HIST. NEW YORK, VI. 37, 38.
690. DOC. REL. COL. HIST. NEW YORK, VI. 32-4.
691. DOC. REL. COL. HIST. NEW YORK, VII. 907. This act was annually renewed. The slave duty remained a chief source of revenue 
down to 1774. Cf. REPORT OF GOVERNOR TRYON, in DOC. REL. COL. HIST. NEW YORK, VIII. 452.
692. LAWS OF NEW YORK, 1785-88 (ed. 1886), ch. 68, page 121. Substantially the same act reappears in the revision of the laws of 
1788: LAWS OF NEW YORK, 1785-88 (ed. 1886), ch. 40, page 676.
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Summer: The Providence, Rhode Island firm of Clarke & Nightingale’s negrero Providence returned to its home port 
after a successful voyage in the international slave trade.

693. The slave population of New York has been estimated as follows: — 
In 1698, 2,170. DOC. REL. COL. HIST. NEW YORK, IV. 420.
In 1703, 2,258. N.Y. COL. MSS., XLVIII.; cited in Hough, N.Y. CENSUS, 1855, Introd.
In 1712, 2,425. N.Y. CENSUS, 1855, LVII., LIX. (a partial census).
In 1723, 6,171. DOC. REL. COL. HIST. NEW YORK, V. 702.
In 1731, 7,743. DOC. REL. COL. HIST. NEW YORK, V. 929.
In 1737, 8,941. DOC. REL. COL. HIST. NEW YORK, VI. 133.
In 1746, 9,107. DOC. REL. COL. HIST. NEW YORK, VI. 392.
In 1749, 10,692. DOC. REL. COL. HIST. NEW YORK, VI. 550.
In 1756, 13,548. LONDON DOC., XLIV. 123; cited in Hough, as above.
In 1771, 19,863. LONDON DOC., XLIV. 144; cited in Hough, as above.
In 1774, 21,149. LONDON DOC., XLIV. 144; cited in Hough, as above.
In 1786, 18,889. DEEDS IN OFFICE SEC. OF STATE, XXII. 35.
Total number of Africans imported from 1701 to 1726, 2,375, of whom 802 were from Africa: O’Callaghan, DOCUMENTARY 
HISTORY OF NEW YORK, I. 482.
694. Cf. below, Chapter XI.

695. VERMONT STATE PAPERS, 1779-86, page 244. The return of sixteen slaves in Vermont, by the first census, was an error: NEW 
ENGLAND RECORD, XXIX. 249.
696. VERMONT STATE PAPERS, page 505.
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The South Carolina government relocated from Charleston to Columbia.

In Charleston, the development of the Radcliffeborough neighborhood.

In about this year Moses Grandy was born a slave in Camden County, North Carolina.

“Whereas the importation of slaves into this state is productive of evil consequences, and highly impolitic,”
North Carolina enacted a prohibitive duty on the importation of slaves either by land or water.

§ 6. Slaves introduced from States which have passed
emancipation acts are to be returned in three months;
if not, a bond of £50 is to be forfeited, and a fine
of £100 imposed.

§ 8. Act to take effect next Feb. 1; repealed by Act
of 1790, ch. 18. Martin, IREDELL’S ACTS OF ASSEMBLY,
I. 413, 492.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: In early times there were few slaves in
North Carolina;697 this fact, together with the troubled and
turbulent state of affairs during the early colonial period, did
not necessitate the adoption of any settled policy toward
slavery or the slave-trade. Later the slave-trade to the colony
increased; but there is no evidence of any effort to restrict
or in any way regulate it before 1786, when it was declared that
“the importation of slaves into this State is productive of evil
consequences and highly impolitic,”698 and a prohibitive duty was
laid on them.

The John Brown edifice, a massive monument to human comfort which would be described by President John 
Quincy Adams as “the most magnificent and elegant private mansion that I have ever seen on this continent,” 
was being erected on Benefit Street in Providence. Some in Rhode Island were referring to this rotund little 
person as “the Providence Colossus.” However, things were not so financially easy for him as they might have 
seemed, for a codfishing business in which he had been investing was not generating the expected profits — 
and he was therefore contemplating a re-entry into the international slave trade.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: In 1760 England, the chief slave-trading
nation, was sending on an average to Africa 163 ships annually,
with a tonnage of 18,000 tons, carrying exports to the value of
£163,818. Only about twenty of these ships regularly returned
to England. Most of them carried slaves to the West Indies, and
returned laden with sugar and other products. Thus may be formed
some idea of the size and importance of the slave-trade at that
time, although for a complete view we must add to this the trade
under the French, Portuguese, Dutch, and Americans. The trade

1786

697. Cf. N.C. COL. REC., IV. 172.
698. Martin, IREDELL’S ACTS OF ASSEMBLY, I. 413, 492.
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fell off somewhat toward 1770, but was flourishing again when
the Revolution brought a sharp and serious check upon it,
bringing down the number of English slavers, clearing, from 167
in 1774 to 28 in 1779, and the tonnage from 17,218 to 3,475 tons.
After the war the trade gradually recovered, and by 1786 had
reached nearly its former extent. In 1783 the British West
Indies received 16,208 Negroes from Africa, and by 1787 the
importation had increased to 21,023. In this latter year it was
estimated that the British were taking annually from Africa
38,000 slaves; the French, 20,000; the Portuguese, 10,000; the
Dutch and Danes, 6,000; a total of 74,000. Manchester alone sent
£180,000 annually in goods to Africa in exchange for Negroes.699

March 2, Thursday: New Jersey enacted “An Act to prevent the Importation of Slaves into the State of New Jersey, 
and to authorize the Manumission of them under certain Restrictions, and to prevent the Abuse of Slaves,” 
providing for regular manumission of slaves (P.L. 1786, chap. 119, p. 239). The law allowed for the freeing of 
any slave between the ages of 21 and 35 so long as he or she was brought before two overseers of the poor for 
the township of the slaveowner’s residence and two justices of the peace of that county, and determined by 
them to be of sound mind and capable of obtaining his or her own support. The law  prescribed the format of 
the manumission document as it was to be recorded by the county clerk.

“Whereas the Principles of Justice and Humanity require that the
barbarous Custom of bringing the unoffending African from his
native Country and Connections into a State of Slavery ought to
be discountenanced, and as soon as possible prevented; and sound
Policy also requires, in order to afford ample Support to such
of the Community as depend upon their Labour for their daily
Subsistence, that the Importation of Slaves into this State from
any other State or Country whatsoever, ought to be prohibited
under certain Restrictions; and that such as are under Servitude
in the State ought to be protected by Law from those Exercises
of Wanton Cruelty too often practiced upon them; and that every
unnecessary Obstruction in the Way of freeing Slaves should be
removed; therefore,

§ 1. “Be it Enacted by the Council and General Assembly of this State, and it is hereby
Enacted by the Authority of the same, That from and after the Publication
of this Act, it shall not be lawful for any Person or Persons
whatsoever to bring into this State, either for Sale or for
Servitude, any Negro Slave brought from Africa since the Year
Seventeen Hundred and Seventy-six; and every Person offending
by bringing into this State any such Negro Slave shall, for each
Slave, forfeit and Pay the Sum of Fifty Pounds, to be sued for
and recovered with Costs by the Collector of the Township into
which such Slave shall be brought, to be applied when recovered
to the Use of the State.

§ 2. “And be it further Enacted by the Authority aforesaid, That if any Person
shall either bring or procure to be brought into this State, any
Negro or Mulatto Slave, who shall not have been born in or
brought from Africa since the Year above mentioned, and either
sell or buy, or cause such Negro or Mulatto Slave to be sold or

699. These figures are from the REPORT OF THE LORDS OF THE COMMITTEE OF COUNCIL, etc. (London, 1789).
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remain in this State, for the Space of six Months, every such
Person so bringing or procuring to be brought or selling or
purchasing such Slave, not born in or brought from Africa since
the Year aforesaid, shall for every such Slave, forfeit and pay
the Sum of Twenty Pounds, to be sued for and recovered with Costs
by the Collector of the Township into which such Slave shall be
brought or remain after the Time limited for that Purpose, the
Forfeiture to be applied to the Use of the State as aforesaid.

§ 3. “Provided always, and be it further Enacted by the Authority aforesaid, That
Nothing in this Act contained shall be construed to prevent any
Person who shall remove into the State, to take a settled
Residence here, from bringing all his or her Slaves without
incurring the Penalties aforesaid, excepting such Slaves as
shall have been brought from Africa since the Year first above
mentioned, or to prevent any Foreigners or others having only a
temporary Residence in this State, for the Purpose of
transacting any particular Business, or on their Travels, from
bringing and employing such Slaves as Servants, during the Time
of his or her Stay here, provided such Slaves shall not be sold
or disposed of in this State.” ACTS OF THE TENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY
(Tower Collection of Laws).

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: Although the freeholders of West New
Jersey declared, in 1676, that “all and every Person and Persons
Inhabiting the said Province, shall, as far as in us lies, be
free from Oppression and Slavery,”700 yet Negro slaves are early
found in the colony.701 The first restrictive measure was passed,
after considerable friction between the Council and the House,
in 1713; it laid a duty of £10, currency.702 Governor Hunter
explained to the Board of Trade that the bill was “calculated
to Encourage the Importation of white Servants for the better
Peopeling that Country.”703 How long this act continued does not
appear; probably, not long. No further legislation was enacted
until 1762 or 1763, when a prohibitive duty was laid on account
of “the inconvenience the Province is exposed to in lying open
to the free importation of Negros, when the Provinces on each
side have laid duties on them.”704 The Board of Trade declared
that while they did not object to “the Policy of imposing a
reasonable duty,” they could not assent to this, and the act was
disallowed.705 The Act of 1769 evaded the technical objection of
the Board of Trade, and laid a duty of £15 on the first
purchasers of Negroes, because, as the act declared, “Duties on
the Importation of Negroes in several of the neighbouring
Colonies hath, on Experience, been found beneficial in the
Introduction of sober, industrious Foreigners.”706 In 1774 a bill
which, according to the report of the Council to Governor

700. Leaming and Spicer, GRANTS, CONCESSIONS, etc., page 398. Probably this did not refer to Negroes at all.
701. Cf. Vincent, HISTORY OF DELAWARE, I. 159, 381.
702. LAWS AND ACTS OF NEW JERSEY, 1703-17 (ed. 1717), page 43.
703. N.J. ARCHIVES, IV. 196. There was much difficulty in passing the bill: N.J. ARCHIVES, XIII. 516-41.
704. N.J. ARCHIVES, IX. 345-6. The exact provisions of the act I have not found.
705. N.J. ARCHIVES, IX. 383, 447, 458. Chiefly because the duty was laid on the importer.
706. Allinson, ACTS OF ASSEMBLY, pages 315-6.

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY

HDT WHAT? INDEX
Morris, “plainly intended an entire Prohibition of all Slaves
being imported from foreign Parts,” was thrown out by the
Council.707 Importation was finally prohibited in 1786.708

September: A codfishing business in which John Brown had invested had not been returning the expected profits, so 
he had sent out a vessel to engage in the international slave trade. In this month that vessel returned and he had 
to face the fact that not only had he lost half his cargo of 70 slaves this time, but also, his captain and his first 
mate were no longer alive.

Fall: John Brown’s previous effort in the international slave trade in this year having failed at the loss of half of a 
cargo of 70 slaves, plus the captain and first mate — Brown began fitting out another negrero to send off to 
the Guinea coast of Africa.

October 30, day: Vermont imposed a £100 fine on the sale and transportation of Negroes and Molattoes out of the state.

“An act to prevent the sale and transportation of Negroes and
Molattoes out of this State.” £100 penalty. STATUTES OF VERMONT
(ed. 1787), p. 105.

November 27, Monday: In the afternoon, in Rhode Island, as John Brown was sitting down to a meal, Friend Moses 
Brown’s son Obadiah showed up with a package in hand. The boy was carrying a written argument opposing 
this new family involvement, and also a recent pamphlet arguing for the abolition of the international slave 
trade. 

The Baptist brother would provide the Quaker brother with a categorical defense of his personal righteousness. 
This was his story and he was sticking to it:

[T]he slaves are positively better off that is brought from the
coast than those that are left behind.

Besides, everyone else was doing it! The morality of his position having thus been demonstrated, John went 
on to confess that there was, in addition, a practical consideration — it is appropriate for a businessman to pay 
his debts:

I owe an enormous sum of money in Europe, and am striving in
every trade which appears lawful and right to me, to pay as much
of that debt as possible.

707. N.J. ARCHIVES, VI. 222.
708. ACTS OF THE 10TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY, May 2, 1786. There are two estimates of the number of slaves in this colony: — 
In 1738, 3,981. AMERICAN ANNALS, II. 127.
In 1754, 4,606. AMERICAN ANNALS, II. 143.
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Meanwhile, in Massachusetts, a party of Shays’ Rebellion insurrectionaries led by Oliver Parker arrived in 
Concord, intending to march on the following day to Cambridge and there prevent a sitting of the Court of 
Common Pleas. Captain Job Shattuck passed through town in secret. The plan would fall apart, and then the 
dispersed insurrectionaries would be individually tracked down and taken into custody.

On the 28th of November the Court of Common Pleas was to sit in
Cambridge; and though the leading insurgent of the 12th of
September had been persuaded not to take any measure in
opposition to government, his agreement was overruled in secret
council with the leaders in Worcester county. On the 27th a
party, headed by Oliver Parker marched to Concord, intending to
proceed to Cambridge. Job Shattuck came in a secret manner; and
after his arrival, went under cover of night, “to Weston to get
intelligence of the Worcester forces; but though they had begun
their march, they did not appear; and from want of cooperation
the whole plan fell through. The insurgents at Concord, growing
disheartened, scattered before any force could reach them.”
Warrants were issued for apprehending the leading insurgents in
Middlesex, and were committed to the sheriff. A military force
volunteered to assist him, leaving Boston the 29th of November,
and proceeding immediately to Concord. The militia of Concord
stood ready to afford any assistance. A party of horse was
despatched to secure the subjects of the warrants, and returned
at night with Page and Parker prisoners. Not having succeeded
in apprehending Shattuck - the principal leader, they proceeded
to his house in Groton, and on their arrival found he had taken
the alarm and fled to the woods. A search was made and after
considerable exertion he was taken about 10 o’clock, a.m.,
November 30th. He received several wounds from his pursuers
during his arrest, some of which were very dangerous, — a
treatment which was generally censured. He was taken to Boston
the next day and confined to prison where he received medical
aid but he never entirely recovered the use of his limbs. In the
following May he was tried at Concord, and condemned to be
hanged. But the government treated him with leniency, as they
did all those who unfortunately acted, as he did from mistaken
views, and gave him a full pardon September 20, 1787.709 Ephraim

709. Captain Job Shattuck died in Groton, January 13, 1819, aged 84 years. He had been a brave and successful officer in the French 
and Revolutionary Wars, and often affirmed that he looked on no act of his life with more satisfaction, than that to which I have 
adverted; though he is said to have felt grateful for the pardon at the time, and remarked, he “would always be a good subject 
afterward.” Whatever the object of those acts might originally have been, the ultimate results were undoubtedly good. The people 
were thereby taught the necessity of a general union of the states, and of the speedy adoption of the federal constitution. They were 
induced to take such measures as gave the people confidence in the government and promoted the general posterity.
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Wood, Esq. obtained this pardon from the government.
After the apprehension of the opposing leaders in Middlesex, the
insurrection was confined to other counties. Detachments of
soldiers were made in January to suppress it. One from Concord
marched to Worcester, Springfield, Hadley, Amherst, Petersham,
back to Amherst, Hadley, Northampton, Westhampton, Pittsfield,
Farmington, Loudon, Sandersfield, Southwick, West-Springfield,
back to Worcester and home. The officers of this company were
Roger Brown, Captain; Amos Barrett, Lieutenant; and Jonas Heald
of Acton, Ensign, and were attached to the regiment commanded
by Colonel Henry Woods, of Pepperell, and Lieutenant Colonel
William Monroe, of Lexington. They left Concord, January 19th,
and returned February 26th. On the 27th of January, the town
voted “to provide the families of those soldiers that were gone
with the necessaries of life, while absent, if asked for.” A
bounty was paid by subscription. All the militia marched as far
as Marlborough; but, before they had been long absent, they were
ordered back again. The people of this town took no further part
in the insurrection.710

710. Lemuel Shattuck’s 1835 A HISTORY OF THE TOWN OF CONCORD;.... Boston: Russell, Odiorne, and Company; 
Concord MA: John Stacy
(On or about November 11, 1837 Henry Thoreau would indicate a familiarity 
with the contents of at least pages 2-3 and 6-9 of this historical study.)
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Noah Webster, Jr.’s “Examination” attempted to counter certain Quaker scruples upon the fact that human 
enslavement had just been enshrined in the current draft version of the federal Constitution: 

But, say the enemies of slavery, negroes may be imported for
twenty-one years. This exception is addressed to the quakers,
and a very pitiful exception it is. The truth is, Congress cannot
prohibit the importation of slaves during that period; but the
laws against the importation into particular states, stand
unrepealed. An immediate abolition of slavery would bring ruin
upon the whites, and misery upon the blacks, in the southern
states. The constitution has therefore wisely left each state
to pursue its own measures, with respect to this article of
legislation, during the period of twenty-one years.

1787
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January 6, Saturday: The American continent no longer being available for the dumping of persons not wanted 
in England (due to the American revolution), on this day the first boatload of convicts out of the mouldering 
harbor hulks of England were packed off on their long “transportation” to England’s newer penal colony, the 
Australian gulag.711

“HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE” BEING A VIEW FROM A PARTICULAR 
POINT IN TIME (JUST AS THE PERSPECTIVE IN A PAINTING IS A VIEW 

FROM A PARTICULAR POINT IN SPACE), TO “LOOK AT THE COURSE OF 
HISTORY MORE GENERALLY” WOULD BE TO SACRIFICE PERSPECTIVE 
ALTOGETHER. THIS IS FANTASY-LAND, YOU’RE FOOLING YOURSELF. 
THERE CANNOT BE ANY SUCH THINGIE, AS SUCH A PERSPECTIVE.

March 28, Wednesday: South Carolina prohibited the importation of negroes.

“An Act to regulate the recovery and payment of debts and for
prohibiting the importation of negroes for the time therein

711. Although the alternative which had originally been suggested by the developers of Botany Bay had been the importation of 
quantities of slave labor from South China, this transportation of convicts for forced labor would never be considered to be part of 
the international slave trade! No, it wasn’t — because we say it wasn’t, that’s why.

THE TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY
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mentioned.” Title only given. Grimké, PUBLIC LAWS, p. lxviii, No.
1485.

“An Ordinance to impose a Penalty on any person who shall import
into this State any Negroes, contrary to the Instalment Act.”
1. “Be it ordained, by the honorable the Senate and House of
Representatives, met in General Assembly, and by the authority
of the same, That any person importing or bringing into this
State a negro slave, contrary to the Act to regulate the recovery
of debts and prohibiting the importation of negroes, shall,
besides the forfeiture of such negro or slave, be liable to a
penalty of one hundred pounds, to the use of the State, for every
such negro or slave so imported and brought in, in addition to
the forfeiture in and by the said Act prescribed.” Cooper,
STATUTES, VII. 430.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: Of the twenty years from 1787 to 1807
it can only be said that they were, on the whole, a period of
disappointment so far as the suppression of the slave-trade was
concerned. Fear, interest, and philanthropy united for a time
in an effort which bade fair to suppress the trade; then the
real weakness of the constitutional compromise appeared, and the
interests of the few overcame the fears and the humanity of the
many.

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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May 22, Tuesday: The 12 founder members of the new nonsectarian Society for Effecting the Abolition of the Slave 
Trade were three Anglicans (Granville Sharp, Philip Sansom, and Thomas Clarkson) and nine Quakers 
(William Dillwyn, Samuel Hoare, Jr, George Harrison, John Lloyd, Joseph Woods, John Barton, Joseph 
Hooper, James Phillips, and Richard Phillips).

Influential figures such as John Wesley would give their support to the campaign. Later they would persuade 
William Wilberforce, the MP for Hull, to be their spokesman in the House of Commons. Thomas Clarkson 
initially took responsibility for collecting information to support the abolition of the slave trade. This included 
interviewing 20,000 sailors and obtaining equipment used on the slave-ships such as iron handcuffs, leg-
shackles, thumb screws, instruments for forcing open slave’s jaws, and branding irons. In this year he would 
be publishing a pamphlet, A SUMMARY VIEW OF THE SLAVE TRADE AND OF THE PROBABLE CONSEQUENCES 
OF ITS ABOLITION.

The work of this anti-slavery movement would continue beyond the ending of the English slave trade in 1807, 
as slavery still existed. The movement actually would grow substantially after the passing of the Emancipation 
Act which came into force in 1834. A group of Quakers, including Friend William Allen (not the same person 
as the William Allen of Concord, Massachusetts) and Friend Luke Howard, would form the African 
Institution. Recognizing that slavery had destroyed the whole basis of African society, the Institution would 
seek to improve the lives of African people by means of Christianity and education and would survive until 
1827.

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE

“EMANCIPATION IN THE ... INDIES....”: All the great geniuses of the British
senate, Fox, Pitt, Burke, Grenville, Sheridan, Grey, Canning,
ranged themselves on its side; the poet Cowper wrote for it:
Franklin, Jefferson, Washington, in this country, all recorded
their votes.

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY

HDT WHAT? INDEX
Josiah Wedgewood, another influential member of the Society –which was, it must be noted, despite the best 

efforts of the abolitionist Sharp in that direction, decidedly not a society the aim of which was to abolish 
slavery–, produced the jasperware cameo “an African in Chains in a Supplicating Posture” at his pottery 
factory. The design was by William Hackwood or Henry Webber:

Black servants or supplicants typically knelt in the art of this period, a period in which the upper classes did 
not kneel while praying, so the above image conflates themes of humility and of gratitude and of conversion 
from heathenism with the concept of emancipation from foreign servitude. Curiously, the primary impact of 
such a depiction would be to confirm the common white perception of Negro inferiority, and this supplicant 
posture for black figures would persist long after the abolition of slavery as a standard feature of Western art.
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In this year efforts began to repatriate black people back to Sierra Leone in Africa:

Paul Cuffe likely heard of Sierra Leone as early as 1787. In
that year, a British philanthropist, Granville Sharp, sent three
shiploads of former American slaves, since living in London and
known as the “black poor of London,” to West Africa to establish
a “Province of Freedom.” Sharp spoke out strongly against the
institution of slavery and the horrors of the famed “Middle
Passage” through which most slaves destined for the colonies
traveled. News of Sharp’s endeavor spread quickly among the
Society of Friends. Cuffe, however, did not initially agree with
the idea of emigration. He believed that the United States, and
particularly Massachusetts, was his province of freedom. 
It was not until 1808 that Cuffe began seriously entertaining
the idea of traveling to West Africa.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: In the individual efforts of the various
colonies to suppress the African slave-trade there may be traced
certain general movements. First, from 1638 to 1664, there was
a tendency to take a high moral stand against the traffic. This
is illustrated in the laws of New England, in the plans for the
settlement of Delaware and, later, that of Georgia, and in the
protest of the German Friends. The second period, from about
1664 to 1760, has no general unity, but is marked by statutes
laying duties varying in design from encouragement to absolute
prohibition, by some cases of moral opposition, and by the slow
but steady growth of a spirit unfavorable to the long
continuance of the trade. The last colonial period, from about
1760 to 1787, is one of pronounced effort to regulate, limit,
or totally prohibit the traffic. Beside these general movements,
there are many waves of legislation, easily distinguishable,
which rolled over several or all of the colonies at various
times, such as the series of high duties following the Assiento,
and the acts inspired by various Negro “plots.”
Notwithstanding this, the laws of the colonies before 1774 had
no national unity, the peculiar circumstances of each colony
determining its legislation. With the outbreak of the Revolution
came unison in action with regard to the slave-trade, as with
regard to other matters, which may justly be called national.
It was, of course, a critical period, — a period when, in the
rapid upheaval of a few years, the complicated and diverse
forces of decades meet, combine, act, and react, until the
resultant seems almost the work of chance. In the settlement of
the fate of slavery and the slave-trade, however, the real
crisis came in the calm that succeeded the storm, in that day
when, in the opinion of most men, the question seemed already
settled. And indeed it needed an exceptionally clear and
discerning mind, in 1787, to deny that slavery and the slave-
trade in the United States of America were doomed to early
annihilation. It seemed certainly a legitimate deduction from
the history of the preceding century to conclude that, as the
system had risen, flourished, and fallen in Massachusetts, New
York, and Pennsylvania, and as South Carolina, Virginia, and
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Maryland were apparently following in the same legislative path,
the next generation would in all probability witness the last
throes of the system on our soil.
To be sure, the problem had its uncertain quantities. The
motives of the law-makers in South Carolina and Pennsylvania
were dangerously different; the century of industrial expansion
was slowly dawning and awakening that vast economic revolution
in which American slavery was to play so prominent and fatal a
rôle; and, finally, there were already in the South faint signs
of a changing moral attitude toward slavery, which would no
longer regard the system as a temporary makeshift, but rather
as a permanent though perhaps unfortunate necessity. With regard
to the slave-trade, however, there appeared to be substantial
unity of opinion; and there were, in 1787, few things to indicate
that a cargo of five hundred African slaves would openly be
landed in Georgia in 1860.

Strangely, there is no plaque to mark the spot in London –2 George Yard– at which this movement began:

It is almost as if the matter were too shameful to mention:

We are now so used to thinking about English slavery from the
vantage point of its abolition and the humanitarian discourse
surrounding it that we have forgotten that at one point to oppose
slavery was considered un-English and unpatriotic. As Eric
Williams argued powerfully in the second chapter of CAPITALISM AND
SLAVERY, from Quakers to cardinals and admirals, supporting the
slave trade was at one point expected of every true English man
and woman. There was a time when William Wilberforce, the
abolitionist, was the most hated man in England, his cause
considered to be anti-English. Lord Nelson, the hero of
Trafalgar, couched his disdain for the abolitionists in the
language of patriotism: “I was bred in the good old school, and
taught to appreciate the value of our West Indian possessions,
and neither in the field nor the Senate shall their just rights
be infringed, while I have an arm to fight in their defence, or
a tongue to launch my voice against the damnable doctrine of
Wilberforce and his hypocritical allies.” If Nelson was
irritated by abolitionists, it is because the true, unsung
heroes and patriots of England in the eighteenth century were
slave traders, men like Thomas Golightly, owner of a slaving
ship and the mayor of Liverpool, a city built on slave money.
On February 14, 1788, Golightly and the slaving interest in
Liverpool sent a petition to the House of Commons calling
attention to the threat that abolitionism posed to British
commerce. The petition is worth quoting in detail, because it
illustrates how central slave trading had become to the identity

2 GEORGE YARD
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of nation and empire:

July 17, Tuesday: The Northwest Territory Ordinance was completed in order to provide for government of a still-
unorganized national domain. The Reverend Manasseh Cutler, a botanist, and Nathan Dane, an Ohio Company 
land speculator, had been responsible for the bulk of the work of the creation of this Northwest Ordinance, 
including its prohibition of slavery:

Article VI: 
There shall be neither slavery nor involuntary servitude 
in said territory, otherwise than in punishment of crime, 
whereof the party shall have been duly convicted.712

In claiming the area now known as Minnesota, Wisconsin, Michigan, Illinois, Indiana, and Ohio, the United 
States of America pledged that:

The utmost good faith shall always be observed toward the Indians.

Further,

Their lands and property shall neer [sic] be taken from them 

712. Territorial Governor Arthur St. Clair would create a “grandfathering” ruling to the effect that, since this prohibition could not 
be an ex post facto one, any slaves already held in the territory could be held in continuing slavery. The ordinance did not 
emancipate them. Also, white settlers coming into the territory subsequently could easily evade the ordinance by converting their 
slaves on paper into their perpetual “apprentices.”

FEBRUARY 14, 1788

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY

HDT WHAT? INDEX
without their consent.713

Caleb Strong was selected to represent Northampton at the federal Constitutional Convention.

At that Convention, Elbridge Gerry was one of the most vocal delegates, presiding as chair of the committee 
that produced the Great Compromise but himself disliking this compromise. Ultimately he would refuse to 

713. In all fairness even our critics will be forced to admit that the United States of America has never in the course of its long history 
dishonored any treaty which it had entered into with a native tribe until it became possible to do so.
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sign the Constitution because it lacked a bill of rights and because it seemed a threat to republicanism, leading 
a drive against ratification in Massachusetts and denouncing the document as “full of vices” such as inadequate 
representation of the people, dangerously ambiguous legislative powers, the blending of the executive and the 
legislative, and the prospects for an oppressive judiciary. Gerry did consider that such flaws might be remedied 
through a gradual process of amendment.

One concession that had been made to the slave power was that the new Constitution explicitly stipulated, 
that no matter how the new federal congress wanted to vote to regulate the international slave trade, it would 
lack the authority to do anything whatever to regulate this international slave trade, until at least the year 1808. 
Note that there is no promise, and no implication, that as of 1808 the international slave trade was to be 
anathema. Not at all!

NEVER READ AHEAD! TO APPRECIATE JULY 17TH, 1787 AT ALL ONE 
MUST APPRECIATE IT AS A TODAY (THE FOLLOWING DAY, TOMORROW, 
IS BUT A PORTION OF THE UNREALIZED FUTURE AND IFFY AT BEST).

August 6, Monday: Professor Susan Petrovski now has in her possession an old poster from Savannah, Georgia, of this 
date. Along with this old poster comes a note that reads “Friday was sold the 25th March and he would not 
stay sold but ran away”:

24 dollars Reward
Friday ran away in two months. 
Ran away from the subscriber, on Friday the 3rd instant,
about 12 o’clock in the day, FRIDAY, a very stout likely
Negro Man, about 23 years of age, 5 feet 9 or 10 inches
high, marked with African marks on his cheeks, and small
eyes; he had on when he went away an oznabrig shirt and
trowsers, but has a number of other clothes, will
probably soon change his dress; he was lately the
property of Col. Pannell, of Wilkes county, and it is
believed he is now gone to Washington.

Sue’s comment is “Blessings upon this man who would not stay sold but ran away.”

At the Federal Convention, the Committee of Detail (Rutledge, Randolf, Gorham, Ellsworth, and Wilson) 
reported a draft of the federal Constitution. The new federal government was to be deprived of any capability 
to tax or prohibit the importation of new slaves from Africa:

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: Slavery occupied no prominent place in
the Convention called to remedy the glaring defects of the
Confederation, for the obvious reason that few of the delegates
thought it expedient to touch a delicate subject which, if let
alone, bade fair to settle itself in a manner satisfactory to
all. Consequently, neither slavery nor the slave-trade is
specifically mentioned in the delegates’ credentials of any of
the States, nor in Randolph’s, Pinckney’s, or Hamilton’s plans,
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nor in Paterson’s propositions. Indeed, the debate from May 14
to June 19, when the Committee of the Whole reported, touched
the subject only in the matter of the ratio of representation
of slaves. With this same exception, the report of the Committee
of the Whole contained no reference to slavery or the slave-
trade, and the twenty-three resolutions of the Convention
referred to the Committee of Detail, July 23 and 26, maintain
the same silence.
The latter committee, consisting of Rutledge, Randolph, Gorham,
Ellsworth, and Wilson, reported a draft of the Constitution
August 6, 1787. The committee had, in its deliberations,
probably made use of a draft of a national Constitution made by
Edmund Randolph.714 One clause of this provided that “no State
shall lay a duty on imports;” and, also, “1. No duty on exports.
2. No prohibition on such inhabitants as the United States think
proper to admit. 3. No duties by way of such prohibition.” It
does not appear that any reference to Negroes was here intended.
In the extant copy, however, notes in Edward Rutledge’s
handwriting change the second clause to “No prohibition on such
inhabitants or people as the several States think proper to
admit.”715 In the report, August 6, these clauses take the
following form: — 

“Article VII. Section 4. No tax or duty shall be laid by the
legislature on articles exported from any state; nor on the
migration or importation of such persons as the several states
shall think proper to admit; nor shall such migration or
importation be prohibited.”716

August 22, Wednesday: On the Delaware River, John Fitch’s first steamboat, a 45-foot craft, demonstrated its 
capabilities for a group of delegates to the Constitutional Convention.

On the floor of that convention the big debate, the one about preventing the new federal government from 
having any control over the importation of new slaves from Africa, began.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: This [Article VII. Section 4. No tax or
duty shall be laid by the legislature on articles exported from
any state; nor on the migration or importation of such persons
as the several states shall think proper to admit; nor shall
such migration or importation be prohibited.], of course,
referred both to immigrants (“migration”) and to slaves
(“importation”).717 Debate on this section began Tuesday, August
22, and lasted two days. Luther Martin of Maryland precipitated
the discussion by a proposition to alter the section so as to
allow a prohibition or tax on the importation of slaves. The
debate immediately became general, being carried on principally
by Rutledge, the Pinckneys, and Williamson from the Carolinas;

714. Conway, LIFE AND PAPERS OF EDMUND RANDOLPH, Chapter ix.
715. Conway, LIFE AND PAPERS OF EDMUND RANDOLPH, page 78.
716. Elliot, DEBATES, I. 227.
717. Cf. Conway, LIFE AND PAPERS OF EDMUND RANDOLPH, pages 78-9.

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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Baldwin of Georgia; Mason, Madison, and Randolph of Virginia;
Wilson and Gouverneur Morris of Pennsylvania; Dickinson of
Delaware; and Ellsworth, Sherman, Gerry, King, and Langdon of
New England.718

In this debate the moral arguments were prominent. Colonel
George Mason of Virginia denounced the traffic in slaves as
“infernal;” Luther Martin of Maryland regarded it as
“inconsistent with the principles of the revolution, and
dishonorable to the American character.” “Every principle of
honor and safety,” declared John Dickinson of Delaware, “demands
the exclusion of slaves.” Indeed, Mason solemnly averred that
the crime of slavery might yet bring the judgment of God on the
nation. On the other side, Rutledge of South Carolina bluntly
declared that religion and humanity had nothing to do with the
question, that it was a matter of “interest” alone. Gerry of
Massachusetts wished merely to refrain from giving direct
sanction to the trade, while others contented themselves with
pointing out the inconsistency of condemning the slave-trade and
defending slavery.
The difficulty of the whole argument, from the moral standpoint,
lay in the fact that it was completely checkmated by the
obstinate attitude of South Carolina and Georgia. Their
delegates — Baldwin, the Pinckneys, Rutledge, and others —
asserted flatly, not less than a half-dozen times during the
debate, that these States “can never receive the plan if it
prohibits the slave-trade;” that “if the Convention thought”
that these States would consent to a stoppage of the slave-
trade, “the expectation is vain.”719 By this stand all argument
from the moral standpoint was virtually silenced, for the
Convention evidently agreed with Roger Sherman of Connecticut
that “it was better to let the Southern States import slaves
than to part with those States.”
In such a dilemma the Convention listened not unwillingly to the
non possumus arguments of the States’ Rights advocates. The
“morality and wisdom” of slavery, declared Ellsworth of
Connecticut, “are considerations belonging to the States
themselves;” let every State “import what it pleases;” the
Confederation has not “meddled” with the question, why should
the Union? It is a dangerous symptom of centralization, cried
Baldwin of Georgia; the “central States” wish to be the “vortex
for everything,” even matters of “a local nature.” The national
government, said Gerry of Massachusetts, had nothing to do with
slavery in the States; it had only to refrain from giving direct
sanction to the system. Others opposed this whole argument,
declaring, with Langdon of New Hampshire, that Congress ought
to have this power, since, as Dickinson tartly remarked, “The
true question was, whether the national happiness would be
promoted or impeded by the importation; and this question ought
to be left to the national government, not to the states
particularly interested.”
Beside these arguments as to the right of the trade and the

718. For the following debate, Madison’s notes (Elliot, DEBATES, V. 457 ff.) are mainly followed.
719. Cf. Elliot, DEBATES, V, passim.
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proper seat of authority over it, many arguments of general
expediency were introduced. From an economic standpoint, for
instance, General C.C. Pinckney of South Carolina “contended,
that the importation of slaves would be for the interest of the
whole Union. The more slaves, the more produce.” Rutledge of the
same State declared: “If the Northern States consult their
interest, they will not oppose the increase of slaves, which
will increase the commodities of which they will become the
carriers.” This sentiment found a more or less conscious echo
in the words of Ellsworth of Connecticut, “What enriches a part
enriches the whole.” It was, moreover, broadly hinted that the
zeal of Maryland and Virginia against the trade had an economic
rather than a humanitarian motive, since they had slaves enough
and to spare, and wished to sell them at a high price to South
Carolina and Georgia, who needed more. In such case restrictions
would unjustly discriminate against the latter States. The
argument from history was barely touched upon. Only once was
there an allusion to “the example of all the world” “in all ages”
to justify slavery,720 and once came the counter declaration that
“Greece and Rome were made unhappy by their slaves.”721 On the
other hand, the military weakness of slavery in the late war led
to many arguments on that score. Luther Martin and George Mason
dwelt on the danger of a servile class in war and insurrection;
while Rutledge hotly replied that he “would readily exempt the
other states from the obligation to protect the Southern against
them;” and Ellsworth thought that the very danger would “become
a motive to kind treatment.” The desirability of keeping slavery
out of the West was once mentioned as an argument against the
trade: to this all seemed tacitly to agree.722

Throughout the debate it is manifest that the Convention had no
desire really to enter upon a general slavery argument. The
broader and more theoretic aspects of the question were but
lightly touched upon here and there. Undoubtedly, most of the
members would have much preferred not to raise the question at
all; but, as it was raised, the differences of opinion were too
manifest to be ignored, and the Convention, after its first
perplexity, gradually and perhaps too willingly set itself to
work to find some “middle ground” on which all parties could
stand. The way to this compromise was pointed out by the South.
The most radical pro-slavery arguments always ended with the
opinion that “if the Southern States were let alone, they will
probably of themselves stop importations.”723 To be sure, General
Pinckney admitted that, “candidly, he did not think South
Carolina would stop her importations of slaves in any short
time;” nevertheless, the Convention “observed,” with Roger
Sherman, “that the abolition of slavery seemed to be going on
in the United States, and that the good sense of the several
states would probably by degrees complete it.” Economic forces
were evoked to eke out moral motives: when the South had its

720. By Charles Pinckney.
721. By John Dickinson.
722. Mentioned in the speech of George Mason.
723. Charles Pinckney. Baldwin of Georgia said that if the State were left to herself, “she may probably put a stop to the evil”: Elliot, 
DEBATES, V. 459.
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full quota of slaves, like Virginia it too would abolish the
trade; free labor was bound finally to drive out slave labor.
Thus the chorus of “laissez-faire” increased; and compromise seemed
at least in sight, when Connecticut cried, “Let the trade
alone!” and Georgia denounced it as an “evil.” Some few
discordant notes were heard, as, for instance, when Wilson of
Pennsylvania made the uncomforting remark, “If South Carolina
and Georgia were themselves disposed to get rid of the
importation of slaves in a short time, as had been suggested,
they would never refuse to unite because the importation might
be prohibited.”
With the spirit of compromise in the air, it was not long before
the general terms were clear. The slavery side was strongly
intrenched, and had a clear and definite demand. The forces of
freedom were, on the contrary, divided by important conflicts
of interest, and animated by no very strong and decided anti-
slavery spirit with settled aims. Under such circumstances, it
was easy for the Convention to miss the opportunity for a really
great compromise, and to descend to a scheme that savored
unpleasantly of “log-rolling.” The student of the situation will
always have good cause to believe that a more sturdy and definite
anti-slavery stand at this point might have changed history for
the better.

August 24, Friday: In the Constitutional Convention, debate continued about the necessity of denying to the new 
federal government any authority to regulate the international slave trade.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: Since the debate had, in the first place,
arisen from a proposition to tax the importation of slaves, the
yielding of this point by the South was the first move toward
compromise. To all but the doctrinaires, who shrank from taxing
men as property, the argument that the failure to tax slaves was
equivalent to a bounty, was conclusive. With this point settled,
Randolph voiced the general sentiment, when he declared that he
“was for committing, in order that some middle ground might, if
possible, be found.” Finally, Gouverneur Morris discovered the
“middle ground,” in his suggestion that the whole subject be
committed, “including the clauses relating to taxes on exports
and to a navigation act. These things,” said he, “may form a
bargain among the Northern and Southern States.” This was
quickly assented to; and sections four and five, on slave-trade
and capitation tax, were committed by a vote of 7 to 3,724 and
section six, on navigation acts, by a vote of 9 to 2.725 All three
clauses were referred to the following committee: Langdon of New
Hampshire, King of Massachusetts, Johnson of Connecticut,
Livingston of New Jersey, Clymer of Pennsylvania, Dickinson of
Delaware, Martin of Maryland, Madison of Virginia, Williamson
of North Carolina, General Pinckney of South Carolina, and
Baldwin of Georgia.
The fullest account of the proceedings of this committee is

724. Affirmative: Connecticut, New Jersey, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, — 7. Negative: New 
Hampshire, Pennsylvania, Delaware, — 3. Absent: Massachusetts, — 1.
725. Negative: Connecticut and New Jersey.
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given in Luther Martin’s letter to his constituents, and is
confirmed in its main particulars by similar reports of other
delegates. Martin writes: “A committee of one member from each
state was chosen by ballot, to take this part of the system under
their consideration, and to endeavor to agree upon some report
which should reconcile those states [i.e., South Carolina and
Georgia]. To this committee also was referred the following
proposition, which had been reported by the committee of detail,
viz.: ‘No navigation act shall be passed without the assent of
two thirds of the members present in each house’ — a proposition
which the staple and commercial states were solicitous to
retain, lest their commerce should be placed too much under the
power of the Eastern States, but which these last States were
as anxious to reject. This committee —of which also I had the
honor to be a member— met, and took under their consideration
the subjects committed to them. I found the Eastern States,
notwithstanding their aversion to slavery, were very willing to
indulge the Southern States at least with a temporary liberty
to prosecute the slave trade, provided the Southern States
would, in their turn, gratify them, by laying no restriction on
navigation acts; and after a very little time, the committee,
by a great majority, agreed on a report, by which the general
government was to be prohibited from preventing the importation
of slaves for a limited time, and the restrictive clause
relative to navigation acts was to be omitted.”726

That the “bargain” was soon made is proven by the fact that the
committee reported the very next day, Friday, August 24, and
that on Saturday the report was taken up. It was as follows:
“Strike out so much of the fourth section as was referred to the
committee, and insert ‘The migration or importation of such
persons as the several states, now existing, shall think proper
to admit, shall not be prohibited by the legislature prior to
the year 1800; but a tax or duty may be imposed on such migration
or importation, at a rate not exceeding the average of the duties
laid on imports.’ The fifth section to remain as in the report.
The sixth section to be stricken out.”727

September 10, Monday: In the Constitutional Convention, the debate about the necessity of denying to the new federal 
government any authority to regulate the international slave trade was brought to completion.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: The ensuing debate,728 which lasted only
a part of the day, was evidently a sort of appeal to the House
on the decisions of the committee. It throws light on the points
of disagreement. General Pinckney first proposed to extend the
slave-trading limit to 1808, and Gorham of Massachusetts
seconded the motion. This brought a spirited protest from
Madison: “Twenty years will produce all the mischief that can
be apprehended from the liberty to import slaves. So long a term

726. Luther Martin’s letter, in Elliot, DEBATES, I. 373. Cf. explanations of delegates in the South Carolina, North Carolina, and other 
conventions.
727. Elliot, DEBATES, V. 471.
728. Saturday, Aug. 25, 1787.

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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will be more dishonorable to the American character than to say
nothing about it in the Constitution.”729 There was, however,
evidently another “bargain” here; for, without farther debate,
the South and the East voted the extension, 7 to 4, only New
Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, and Virginia objecting. The
ambiguous phraseology of the whole slave-trade section as
reported did not pass without comment; Gouverneur Morris would
have it read: “The importation of slaves into North Carolina,
South Carolina, and Georgia, shall not be prohibited,” etc.730

This emendation was, however, too painfully truthful for the
doctrinaires, and was, amid a score of objections, withdrawn.
The taxation clause also was manifestly too vague for practical
use, and Baldwin of Georgia wished to amend it by inserting
“common impost on articles not enumerated,” in lieu of the
“average” duty.731 This minor point gave rise to considerable
argument: Sherman and Madison deprecated any such recognition
of property in man as taxing would imply; Mason and Gorham argued
that the tax restrained the trade; while King, Langdon, and
General Pinckney contented themselves with the remark that this
clause was “the price of the first part.” Finally, it was
unanimously agreed to make the duty “not exceeding ten dollars
for each person.”732

Southern interests now being safe, some Southern members
attempted, a few days later, to annul the “bargain” by restoring
the requirement of a two-thirds vote in navigation acts. Charles
Pinckney made the motion, in an elaborate speech designed to
show the conflicting commercial interests of the States; he
declared that “The power of regulating commerce was a pure
concession on the part of the Southern States.”733 Martin and
Williamson of North Carolina, Butler of South Carolina, and
Mason of Virginia defended the proposition, insisting that it
would be a dangerous concession on the part of the South to leave
navigation acts to a mere majority vote. Sherman of Connecticut,
Morris of Pennsylvania, and Spaight of North Carolina declared
that the very diversity of interest was a security. Finally, by
a vote of 7 to 4, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, and Georgia
being in the minority, the Convention refused to consider the
motion, and the recommendation of the committee passed.734

When, on September 10, the Convention was discussing the
amendment clause of the Constitution, the ever-alert Rutledge,
perceiving that the results of the laboriously settled “bargain”
might be endangered, declared that he “never could agree to give
a power by which the articles relating to slaves might be altered
by the states not interested in that property.”735 As a result,
the clause finally adopted, September 15, had the proviso:
“Provided, that no amendment which may be made prior to the year
1808 shall in any manner affect the 1st and 4th clauses in the

729. Elliot, DEBATES, V. 477.
730. Elliot, DEBATES, V. 477. Dickinson made a similar motion, which was disagreed to: Ibid.
731. Ibid., V. 478.
732. Ibid.
733. Aug. 29: Ibid., V. 489.
734. Ibid., V. 492.
735. Elliot, DEBATES, V. 532.
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9th section of the 1st article.”736

Thus, the slave-trade article of the Constitution stood finally
as follows: — 

“Article I. Section 9. The Migration or Importation of such
Persons as any of the States now existing shall think proper to
admit, shall not be prohibited by the Congress prior to the Year
one thousand eight hundred and eight, but a Tax or duty may be
imposed on such Importation, not exceeding ten dollars for each
Person.”

This settlement of the slavery question brought out distinct
differences of moral attitude toward the institution, and yet
differences far from hopeless. To be sure, the South apologized
for slavery, the Middle States denounced it, and the East could
only tolerate it from afar; and yet all three sections united
in considering it a temporary institution, the corner-stone of
which was the slave-trade. No one of them had ever seen a system
of slavery without an active slave-trade; and there were
probably few members of the Convention who did not believe that
the foundations of slavery had been sapped merely by putting the
abolition of the slave-trade in the hands of Congress twenty
years hence. Here lay the danger; for when the North called
slavery “temporary,” she thought of twenty or thirty years,
while the “temporary” period of the South was scarcely less than
a century. Meantime, for at least a score of years, a policy of
strict laissez-faire, so far as the general government was concerned,
was to intervene. Instead of calling the whole moral energy of
the people into action, so as gradually to crush this portentous
evil, the Federal Convention lulled the nation to sleep by a
“bargain,” and left to the vacillating and unripe judgment of
the States one of the most threatening of the social and
political ills which they were so courageously seeking to
remedy.

September 10, Monday: In the Constitutional Convention, the debate about the necessity of denying to the new federal 
government any authority to regulate the international slave trade was brought to completion.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: The ensuing debate,737 which lasted only
a part of the day, was evidently a sort of appeal to the House
on the decisions of the committee. It throws light on the points
of disagreement. General Pinckney first proposed to extend the
slave-trading limit to 1808, and Gorham of Massachusetts
seconded the motion. This brought a spirited protest from
Madison: “Twenty years will produce all the mischief that can
be apprehended from the liberty to import slaves. So long a term
will be more dishonorable to the American character than to say
nothing about it in the Constitution.”738 There was, however,
evidently another “bargain” here; for, without farther debate,
the South and the East voted the extension, 7 to 4, only New
Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, and Virginia objecting. The

736. Ibid., I. 317.
737. Saturday, Aug. 25, 1787.
738. Elliot, DEBATES, V. 477.
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ambiguous phraseology of the whole slave-trade section as
reported did not pass without comment; Gouverneur Morris would
have it read: “The importation of slaves into North Carolina,
South Carolina, and Georgia, shall not be prohibited,” etc.739

This emendation was, however, too painfully truthful for the
doctrinaires, and was, amid a score of objections, withdrawn.
The taxation clause also was manifestly too vague for practical
use, and Baldwin of Georgia wished to amend it by inserting
“common impost on articles not enumerated,” in lieu of the
“average” duty.740 This minor point gave rise to considerable
argument: Sherman and Madison deprecated any such recognition
of property in man as taxing would imply; Mason and Gorham argued
that the tax restrained the trade; while King, Langdon, and
General Pinckney contented themselves with the remark that this
clause was “the price of the first part.” Finally, it was
unanimously agreed to make the duty “not exceeding ten dollars
for each person.”741

Southern interests now being safe, some Southern members
attempted, a few days later, to annul the “bargain” by restoring
the requirement of a two-thirds vote in navigation acts. Charles
Pinckney made the motion, in an elaborate speech designed to
show the conflicting commercial interests of the States; he
declared that “The power of regulating commerce was a pure
concession on the part of the Southern States.”742 Martin and
Williamson of North Carolina, Butler of South Carolina, and
Mason of Virginia defended the proposition, insisting that it
would be a dangerous concession on the part of the South to leave
navigation acts to a mere majority vote. Sherman of Connecticut,
Morris of Pennsylvania, and Spaight of North Carolina declared
that the very diversity of interest was a security. Finally, by
a vote of 7 to 4, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, and Georgia
being in the minority, the Convention refused to consider the
motion, and the recommendation of the committee passed.743

When, on September 10, the Convention was discussing the
amendment clause of the Constitution, the ever-alert Rutledge,
perceiving that the results of the laboriously settled “bargain”
might be endangered, declared that he “never could agree to give
a power by which the articles relating to slaves might be altered
by the states not interested in that property.”744 As a result,
the clause finally adopted, September 15, had the proviso:
“Provided, that no amendment which may be made prior to the year
1808 shall in any manner affect the 1st and 4th clauses in the
9th section of the 1st article.”745

Thus, the slave-trade article of the Constitution stood finally
as follows: — 

“Article I. Section 9. The Migration or Importation of such
Persons as any of the States now existing shall think proper to

739. Elliot, DEBATES, V. 477. Dickinson made a similar motion, which was disagreed to: Ibid.
740. Ibid., V. 478.
741. Ibid.
742. Aug. 29: Ibid., V. 489.
743. Ibid., V. 492.
744. Elliot, DEBATES, V. 532.
745. Ibid., I. 317.

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY

HDT WHAT? INDEX
admit, shall not be prohibited by the Congress prior to the Year
one thousand eight hundred and eight, but a Tax or duty may be
imposed on such Importation, not exceeding ten dollars for each
Person.”

This settlement of the slavery question brought out distinct
differences of moral attitude toward the institution, and yet
differences far from hopeless. To be sure, the South apologized
for slavery, the Middle States denounced it, and the East could
only tolerate it from afar; and yet all three sections united
in considering it a temporary institution, the corner-stone of
which was the slave-trade. No one of them had ever seen a system
of slavery without an active slave-trade; and there were
probably few members of the Convention who did not believe that
the foundations of slavery had been sapped merely by putting the
abolition of the slave-trade in the hands of Congress twenty
years hence. Here lay the danger; for when the North called
slavery “temporary,” she thought of twenty or thirty years,
while the “temporary” period of the South was scarcely less than
a century. Meantime, for at least a score of years, a policy of
strict laissez-faire, so far as the general government was concerned,
was to intervene. Instead of calling the whole moral energy of
the people into action, so as gradually to crush this portentous
evil, the Federal Convention lulled the nation to sleep by a
“bargain,” and left to the vacillating and unripe judgment of
the States one of the most threatening of the social and
political ills which they were so courageously seeking to
remedy.

October 31, Wednesday: Friend Moses Brown and four other Quakers prevailed at a meeting of the General Assembly 
in South Kingstown, Rhode Island. By a vote of 44 over 4 their long-sought ban on participation in the 
international slave trade was enacted. Governor John Collins and his ten assistants quickly signed this into 
effect.

“An act to prevent the slave trade and to encourage the abolition
of slavery.” This act prohibited and censured trade under
penalty of £100 for each person and £1,000 for each vessel.
Bartlett, INDEX TO THE PRINTED ACTS AND RESOLVES, p. 333; NARRAGANSETT
HISTORICAL REGISTER, II. 298-9.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: In 1652 Rhode Island passed a law
designed to prohibit life slavery in the colony. It declared
that “Whereas, there is a common course practised amongst
English men to buy negers, to that end they may have them for
service or slaves forever; for the preventinge of such practices
among us, let it be ordered, that no blacke mankind or white
being forced by covenant bond, or otherwise, to serve any man
or his assighnes longer than ten yeares, or untill they come to
bee twentie four yeares of age, if they bee taken in under
fourteen, from the time of their cominge within the liberties
of this Collonie. And at the end or terme of ten yeares to sett
them free, as the manner is with the English servants. And that
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man that will not let them goe free, or shall sell them away
elsewhere, to that end that they may bee enslaved to others for
a long time, hee or they shall forfeit to the Collonie forty
pounds.”746

This law was for a time enforced,747 but by the beginning of the
eighteenth century it had either been repealed or become a dead
letter; for the Act of 1708 recognized perpetual slavery, and
laid an impost of £3 on Negroes imported.748 This duty was really
a tax on the transport trade, and produced a steady income for
twenty years.749 From the year 1700 on, the citizens of this
State engaged more and more in the carrying trade, until Rhode
Island became the greatest slave-trader in America. Although she
did not import many slaves for her own use, she became the
clearing-house for the trade of other colonies. Governor
Cranston, as early as 1708, reported that between 1698 and 1708
one hundred and three vessels were built in the State, all of
which were trading to the West Indies and the Southern
colonies.750 They took out lumber and brought back molasses, in
most cases making a slave voyage in between. From this, the trade
grew. Samuel Hopkins, about 1770, was shocked at the state of
the trade: more than thirty distilleries were running in the
colony, and one hundred and fifty vessels were in the slave-
trade.751 “Rhode Island,” said he, “has been more deeply
interested in the slave-trade, and has enslaved more Africans
than any other colony in New England.” Later, in 1787, he wrote:
“The inhabitants of Rhode Island, especially those of Newport,
have had by far the greater share in this traffic, of all these
United States. This trade in human species has been the first
wheel of commerce in Newport, on which every other movement in
business has chiefly depended. That town has been built up, and
flourished in times past, at the expense of the blood, the
liberty, and happiness of the poor Africans; and the inhabitants
have lived on this, and by it have gotten most of their wealth
and riches.”752

The Act of 1708 was poorly enforced. The “good intentions” of
its framers “were wholly frustrated” by the clandestine “hiding
and conveying said negroes out of the town [Newport] into the
country, where they lie concealed.”753 The act was accordingly
strengthened by the Acts of 1712 and 1715, and made to apply to
importations by land as well as by sea.754 The Act of 1715,
however, favored the trade by admitting African Negroes free of
duty. The chaotic state of Rhode Island did not allow England
often to review her legislation; but as soon as the Act of 1712
came to notice it was disallowed, and accordingly repealed in

746. RHODE ISLAND COLONIAL RECORD, I. 240.
747. Cf. letter written in 1681: NEW ENGLAND REGISTER, XXXI. 75-6. Cf. also Arnold, HISTORY OF RHODE ISLAND, I. 240.
748. The text of this act is lost (COLONIAL RECORD, IV. 34; Arnold, HISTORY OF RHODE ISLAND, II. 31). The Acts of Rhode Island 
were not well preserved, the first being published in Boston in 1719. Perhaps other whole acts are lost.
749. E.g., it was expended to pave the streets of Newport, to build bridges, etc.: RHODE ISLAND COLONIAL RECORD, IV. 191-3, 225.
750. RHODE ISLAND COLONIAL RECORD, IV. 55-60.
751. Patten, REMINISCENCES OF SAMUEL HOPKINS (1843), page 80.
752. Hopkins, WORKS (1854), II. 615.
753. Preamble of the Act of 1712.
754. RHODE ISLAND COLONIAL RECORD, IV. 131-5, 138, 143, 191-3.
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1732.755 Whether the Act of 1715 remained, or whether any other
duty act was passed, is not clear.
While the foreign trade was flourishing, the influence of the
Friends and of other causes eventually led to a movement against
slavery as a local institution. Abolition societies multiplied,
and in 1770 an abolition bill was ordered by the Assembly, but
it was never passed.756 Four years later the city of Providence
resolved that “as personal liberty is an essential part of the
natural rights of mankind,” the importation of slaves and the
system of slavery should cease in the colony.757 This movement
finally resulted, in 1774, in an act “prohibiting the
importation of Negroes into this Colony,” — a law which
curiously illustrated the attitude of Rhode Island toward the
slave-trade. The preamble of the act declared: “Whereas, the
inhabitants of America are generally engaged in the preservation
of their own rights and liberties, among which, that of personal
freedom must be considered as the greatest; as those who are
desirous of enjoying all the advantages of liberty themselves,
should be willing to extend personal liberty to others; —
Therefore,” etc. The statute then proceeded to enact “that for
the future, no negro or mulatto slave shall be brought into this
colony; and in case any slave shall hereafter be brought in, he
or she shall be, and are hereby, rendered immediately free....”
The logical ending of such an act would have been a clause
prohibiting the participation of Rhode Island citizens in the
slave-trade. Not only was such a clause omitted, but the
following was inserted instead: “Provided, also, that nothing
in this act shall extend, or be deemed to extend, to any negro
or mulatto slave brought from the coast of Africa, into the West
Indies, on board any vessel belonging to this colony, and which
negro or mulatto slave could not be disposed of in the West
Indies, but shall be brought into this colony. Provided, that
the owner of such negro or mulatto slave give bond ... that such
negro or mulatto slave shall be exported out of the colony,
within one year from the date of such bond; if such negro or
mulatto be alive, and in a condition to be removed.”758

In 1779 an act to prevent the sale of slaves out of the State
was passed,759 and in 1784, an act gradually to abolish
slavery.760 Not until 1787 did an act pass to forbid
participation in the slave-trade. This law laid a penalty of
£100 for every slave transported and £1000 for every vessel so
engaged.761

755. RHODE ISLAND COLONIAL RECORD, IV. 471.
756. Arnold, HISTORY OF RHODE ISLAND, II. 304, 321, 337. For a probable copy of the bill, see NARRAGANSETT HISTORICAL 
REGISTER, II. 299.
757. A man dying intestate left slaves, who became thus the property of the city; they were freed, and the town made the above 
resolve, May 17, 1774, in town meeting: Staples, ANNALS OF PROVIDENCE (1843), page 236.
758. RHODE ISLAND COLONIAL RECORD, VII. 251-2.
759. BARTLETT’S INDEX, page 329; Arnold, HISTORY OF RHODE ISLAND, II. 444; RHODE ISLAND COLONIAL RECORD, VIII. 618.
760. RHODE ISLAND COLONIAL RECORD, X. 7-8; Arnold, HISTORY OF RHODE ISLAND, II. 506.
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November 8, Thursday: The Quakers weighed in on the proposed new federal constitution of the United States of 
America. It was for the further importation of slaves from Africa, and they were opposed to that.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: When the proposed Constitution was
before the country, the slave-trade article came in for no small
amount of condemnation and apology. In the pamphlets of the day
it was much discussed. One of the points in Mason’s “Letter of
Objections” was that “the general legislature is restrained from
prohibiting the further importation of slaves for twenty odd
years, though such importations render the United States weaker,
more vulnerable, and less capable of defence.”762 To this Iredell
replied, through the columns of the State Gazette of North
Carolina: “If all the States had been willing to adopt this
regulation [i.e., to prohibit the slave-trade], I should as an
individual most heartily have approved of it, because even if
the importation of slaves in fact rendered us stronger, less
vulnerable and more capable of defence, I should rejoice in the
prohibition of it, as putting an end to a trade which has already
continued too long for the honor and humanity of those concerned
in it. But as it was well known that South Carolina and Georgia
thought a further continuance of such importations useful to
them, and would not perhaps otherwise have agreed to the new
constitution, those States which had been importing till they
were satisfied, could not with decency have insisted upon their
relinquishing advantages themselves had already enjoyed. Our
situation makes it necessary to bear the evil as it is. It will
be left to the future legislatures to allow such importations
or not. If any, in violation of their clear conviction of the
injustice of this trade, persist in pursuing it, this is a matter
between God and their own consciences. The interests of humanity
will, however, have gained something by the prohibition of this
inhuman trade, though at a distance of twenty odd years.”763

“Centinel,” representing the Quaker sentiment of Pennsylvania,
attacked the clause in his third letter, published in the
Independent Gazetteer, or The Chronicle of Freedom, November 8,
1787: “We are told that the objects of this article are slaves,
and that it is inserted to secure to the southern states the
right of introducing negroes for twenty-one years to come,
against the declared sense of the other states to put an end to
an odious traffic in the human species, which is especially
scandalous and inconsistent in a people, who have asserted their
own liberty by the sword, and which dangerously enfeebles the
districts wherein the laborers are bondsmen. The words, dark and
ambiguous, such as no plain man of common sense would have used,
are evidently chosen to conceal from Europe, that in this

761. BARTLETT’S INDEX, page 333; NARRAGANSETT HISTORICAL REGISTER, II. 298-9. The number of slaves in Rhode Island has 
been estimated as follows: — 
In 1708, 426. RHODE ISLAND COLONIAL RECORD, IV. 59.
In 1730, 1,648. RHODE ISLAND HISTORICAL TRACTS, No. 19, pt. 2, page 99.
In 1749, 3,077. Williams, HISTORY OF THE NEGRO RACE IN AMERICA, I. 281.
In 1756, 4,697. Williams, HISTORY OF THE NEGRO RACE IN AMERICA, I. 281.
In 1774, 3,761. RHODE ISLAND COLONIAL RECORD, VII. 253.
762. P.L. Ford, PAMPHLETS ON THE CONSTITUTION, page 331.
763. Ibid., page 367.
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enlightened country, the practice of slavery has its advocates
among men in the highest stations. When it is recollected that
no poll tax can be imposed on five negroes, above what three whites
shall be charged; when it is considered, that the imposts on the
consumption of Carolina field negroes must be trifling, and the
excise nothing, it is plain that the proportion of
contributions, which can be expected from the southern states
under the new constitution, will be unequal, and yet they are
to be allowed to enfeeble themselves by the further importation
of negroes till the year 1808. Has not the concurrence of the
five southern states (in the convention) to the new system, been
purchased too dearly by the rest?”764

Noah Webster’s “Examination” (1787) addressed itself to such
Quaker scruples: “But, say the enemies of slavery, negroes may
be imported for twenty-one years. This exception is addressed
to the quakers, and a very pitiful exception it is. The truth
is, Congress cannot prohibit the importation of slaves during
that period; but the laws against the importation into
particular states, stand unrepealed. An immediate abolition of
slavery would bring ruin upon the whites, and misery upon the
blacks, in the southern states. The constitution has therefore
wisely left each state to pursue its own measures, with respect
to this article of legislation, during the period of twenty-one
years.”765

The following year the “Examination” of Tench Coxe said: “The
temporary reservation of any particular matter must ever be
deemed an admission that it should be done away. This appears
to have been well understood. In addition to the arguments drawn
from liberty, justice and religion, opinions against this
practice [i.e., of slave-trading], founded in sound policy, have
no doubt been urged. Regard was necessarily paid to the peculiar
situation of our southern fellow-citizens; but they, on the
other hand, have not been insensible of the delicate situation
of our national character on this subject.”766

From quite different motives Southern men defended this section.
For instance, Dr. David Ramsay, a South Carolina member of the
Convention, wrote in his “Address”: “It is farther objected,
that they have stipulated for a right to prohibit the
importation of negroes after 21 years. On this subject observe,
as they are bound to protect us from domestic violence, they
think we ought not to increase our exposure to that evil, by an
unlimited importation of slaves. Though Congress may forbid the
importation of negroes after 21 years, it does not follow that
they will. On the other hand, it is probable that they will not.
The more rice we make, the more business will be for their
shipping; their interest will therefore coincide with ours.
Besides, we have other sources of supply — the importation of
the ensuing 20 years, added to the natural increase of those we
already have, and the influx from our northern neighbours who
are desirous of getting rid of their slaves, will afford a
sufficient number for cultivating all the lands in this

764. McMaster and Stone, PENNSYLVANIA AND THE FEDERAL CONVENTION, pages 599-600. Cf. also page 773.
765. See P.L. Ford, PAMPHLETS ON THE CONSTITUTION, page 54.
766. P.L. Ford, PAMPHLETS ON THE CONSTITUTION, page 146.
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state.”767

Finally, The Federalist, No. 41, written by James Madison,
commented as follows: “It were doubtless to be wished, that the

power of prohibiting the importation of slaves had not been
postponed until the year 1808, or rather, that it had been
suffered to have immediate operation. But it is not difficult
to account, either for this restriction on the General
Government, or for the manner in which the whole clause is
expressed. It ought to be considered as a great point gained in
favor of humanity, that a period of twenty years may terminate
forever, within these States, a traffic which has so long and
so loudly upbraided the barbarism of modern policy; that within
that period, it will receive a considerable discouragement from
the Federal Government, and may be totally abolished, by a
concurrence of the few States which continue the unnatural
traffic, in the prohibitory example which has been given by so
great a majority of the Union. Happy would it be for the
unfortunate Africans, if an equal prospect lay before them of
being redeemed from the oppressions of their European brethren!
“Attempts have been made to pervert this clause into an
objection against the Constitution, by representing it on one
side as a criminal toleration of an illicit practice, and on
another, as calculated to prevent voluntary and beneficial
emigrations from Europe to America. I mention these
misconstructions, not with a view to give them an answer, for
they deserve none; but as specimens of the manner and spirit,
in which some have thought fit to conduct their opposition to
the proposed Government.”768

767. “Address to the Freemen of South Carolina on the Subject of the Federal Constitution”: Ibid., page 378.
768. Published in the New York Packet, Jan. 22, 1788; reprinted in Dawson’s Foederalist, I. 290-1.

READ THE FULL TEXT
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If you have seen allegations concerning antisemitic remarks supposedly made by George Washington and 
Benjamin Franklin at the Constitutional Convention in Philadelphia in 1787, warning all Americans against 
the insidious influence of the Jews, please take into consideration that the primary authoritative source at 
present for the proceedings, Max Farrand (ed.) RECORDS OF THE FEDERAL CONVENTION, rev. ed., 4 volumes 
(New Haven and London, 1966, 1987) makes no reference to such antisemitic remarks by either the rural 
slaveholder Washington or the urban slaveholder Franklin. Washington’s tolerant attitude toward Jews 
is evidenced by a letter he would write to the leader of the Touro Synagogue of Newport, Rhode Island on 
August 17, 1790, in which he would say that the government of the US “gives to bigotry no sanction, to 
persecution no assistance,” and requires only that those who live under the protection of the government 
“demean [which is to say, conduct] themselves as good citizens” (Edwin Gaustad, A RELIGIOUS HISTORY OF 
AMERICA [NY, 1966], page 125). (Since this congregation of Jews was, among other things, investing in the 
international slave trade, here the definition of what constituted demeaning oneself as a good citizen was a 
quite lax one, involving merely the generation of profits.) As for Franklin’s attitude toward American Jews in 
1787, in this very next year he contributed to a fund to help pay off the debt of the Jewish Congregation Mikveh 
Israel in Philadelphia. The “text” of Franklin’s alleged remarks originated in a magazine Liberation on 
February 3, 1934 and then began to be reprinted by any number of Nazi and antisemitic groups. Charles A. 
Beard, in the Jewish Frontier for March 1935, demonstrated this to have been a fabrication. The matter was 
further investigated by Julian P. Boyd, in the Pennsylvania Magazine of History and Biography, LXI (1937), 
233-234, and he concurred that the text was an entire fabrication. For a more recent treatment, refer to Claude-
Anne Lopez’s “Franklin, Hitler, Mussolini, and the Internet” as part of her MY LIFE WITH BENJAMIN 
FRANKLIN (Yale UP, 2000, pages 3-16).

Andrew Jackson followed the Cumberland Road to the frontier settlement Nashville, carrying with him his 
appointment papers as a public prosecutor for this transmountain “western district of North Carolina.”

The curate John Newton’s THOUGHTS UPON THE AFRICAN SLAVE TRADE.

With our ships, the great object is, to be full. When the ship
is there, it is thought desirable she should take as many as
possible. The cargo of a vessel of a hundred tons, or little
more, is calculated to purchase from two hundred and twenty to
two hundred and fifty slaves. Their lodging-rooms below the
deck, which are three (for the men, the boys, and the women),
besides a place for the sick, are sometimes more than five feet
high, and sometimes less; and this height is divided towards the
middle, for the slaves lie in two rows, one above the other, on
each side of the ship, close to each other, like books upon a
shelf. I have known them so close that the shelf would not,
easily, contain one more. And I have known a white man sent down,
among the men, to lay them in these rows to the greatest
advantage, so that as little space as possible might be lost.
Let it be observed, that the poor creatures, thus cramped for
want of room, are likewise in irons, for the most part both hands
and feet, and two together, which makes it difficult for them
to turn or move, to attempt either to rise or to lie down,

1788
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without hurting themselves, or each other. Nor is the motion of
the ship, especially her heeling, or stoop on one side, when
under sail, to be omitted; for this, as they lie athwart, or
cross the ship, adds to the uncomfortableness of their lodging,
especially to those who lie on the leeward or leaning side of
the vessel.
Dire is the tossing, deep the groans. —
The heat and smell of these rooms, when the weather will not
admit of the slaves being brought upon deck, and of having their
rooms cleaned every day, would be almost insupportable to a
person not accustomed to them. If the slaves and their rooms can
be constantly aired, and they are not detained too long on board,
perhaps there are not many who die; but the contrary is often
their lot. They are kept down, by the weather, to breathe a hot
and corrupted air, sometimes for a week: this added to the
galling of their irons, and the despondency which seizes their
spirits when thus confined, soon becomes fatal. And every
morning, perhaps, more instances than one are found, of the
living and the dead, like the captives of Mezentius, fastened
together.
Epidemical fevers and fluxes, which fill the ship with noisome
and noxious effluvia, often break out, and infect the seamen
likewise, and thus the oppressors, and the oppressed, fall by
the same stroke. I believe, nearly one-half of the slaves on
board, have, sometimes, died; and that the loss of a third part,
in these circumstances, is not unusual. The ship, in which I was
mate, left the coast with two hundred and eighteen slaves on
board; and though we were not much affected by epidemical
disorders, I find by my journal of that voyage (now before me),
that we buried sixty-two on our passage to South Carolina,
exclusive of those which died before we left the coast, of which
I have no account.
I believe, upon an average between the more healthy, and the
more sickly voyages, and including all contingencies, one fourth
of the whole purchase may be allotted to the article of
mortality: that is, if the English ships purchase sixty thousand
slaves annually, upon the whole extent of the coast, the annual
loss of lives cannot be much less than fifteen thousand.

William Cowper’s “The Negro’s Complaint” — an attempt, necessarily unsatisfactory, to grasp how life must 
seen when experienced from the perspective of the “ultimate other,” one’s victim and servant:

Forc’d from home and all its pleasures,
Afric’s coast I left forlorn;
To increase a stranger’s treasures,
O’er the raging billows borne;
Men from England bought and sold me,
Paid my price in paltry gold;
But though theirs they have enroll’d me
Minds are never to be sold.
Still in thought as free as ever,
What are England’s rights, I ask,
Me from my delights to sever,
Me to torture, me to task?
Fleecy locks and black complexion
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Cannot forfeit nature’s claim;
Skins may differ, but affection
Dwells in white and black the same.
Why did all-creating Nature
Make the plant for which we toil?
Sighs must fan it, tears must water,
Sweat of ours must dress the soil.
Think, ye masters iron-hearted,
Lolling at your jovial boards;
Think, how many backs have smarted
For the sweets your cane affords.
Is there, as ye sometimes tell us,
Is there one who reigns on high?
Has he bid you buy and sell us,
Speaking from his throne, the sky?
Ask him, if your knotted scourges,
Fetters, blood-extorting screws,
Are the means that duty urges
Agents of his will to use?
Strewing yonder sea with wrecks,
Wasting towns, plantations, meadows,
Are the voice with which he speaks.
He, foreseeing what vexations
Afric’s sons should undergo,
Fix’d their tyrants’ habitations
Where his whirlwinds answer — No.
By our blood in Afric wasted,
Ere our necks receiv’d the chain;
By the mis’ries which we tasted,
Crossing in your barks the main;
By our suff’rings since ye brought us
To the man-degrading mart;
All sustain’d by patience, taught us
Only by a broken heart:
Deem our nation brutes no longer
Till some reason ye shall find
Worthier of regard and stronger
Than the colour of our kind.
Slaves of gold! whose sordid dealings
Tarnish all your boasted pow’rs,
Prove that you have human feelings,
Ere you proudly question ours.

You’ve presumably gathered from the above ruminations that the poet Cowper was generally opposed to 
human slavery. –But the devil is, as always, in the details. 

Which is worse, enslavement to another human being by virtue of leg irons and handcuffs, or enslavement to 
Satan through an attachment to sin? For this British poet, in his poem “Charity,” clearly it would be the latter 
rather than the former which would constitute far the worse condition, and the conclusion to this comparison, 
Whitey, is as plain as the nose on your face: although it would be horrific for a black African to be enslaved 
to some cruel and un-Christian master who would lead him into sin and temptation, it might be on the other 
hand beatific, a true freeing, for that black African to be enslaved instead to some gentle and tolerant white 
Christian master who would only by example and by teaching be raising up that African into a true 
appreciation of the glories of our Christ Jesus. In fact if the black man is enslaved to a true Christian, then “one 
flash of heav’nly day” will “heal his heart and melt his chains away”! See, the thing is, “slaves by truth enlarg’d 
are doubly freed.” His service to you would be something done out not out of fear and obligation, but out of 
“gratitude and love,” and it would be “sweet” to him, and he would be “submissive at thy feet” out of this sweet 
gratitude and sweet love! For you the provident white slavemaster had delivered him “out of hopeless night.” 
You had bought his body — but only to give his soul light. He had previously been held fast by chains of sin 
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and ignorance, and now you were merely binding him with chains and shackles of iron while your lips might 
have the opportunity to “shed instruction as the dew” and teach him “what path to shun, and what pursue.” 
Truly, in service to a benefactor such as you, although nominally enslaved he would be truly freed, and while 
not torn away from such a master, he would consider himself to be at his “best home”!

Here is a plan of each deck and the allowable “tight packing” aboard the slaver Brookes engaging quite 
properly and legally in the international slave trade under improved conditions dictated by the parliamentary 
Act of this year. 

Under the new limitations, the Brookes would be allowed to carry on its cross-Atlantic voyages only up to 454 
slaves as depicted on the following screen (in the broadside collection of the Rare Book Room, Library of 
Congress, Portfolio 282-43, Lot 4422A; LC-US Z 62-44000).769

The image “an African in Chains in a Supplicating Posture” bearing the “Am I Not a Man and a Brother?” 
motto was used on the cover of a London pamphlet addressed to Parliament, and on the cover of a publication 

769. There are more images of this sort available at <http://hitchcock.itc.virginia.edu/Slavery>.

“EMANCIPATION IN THE BRITISH WEST INDIES”: In 1788, the House of Commons
voted Parliamentary inquiry. In 1791, a bill to abolish the trade
was brought in by Wilberforce, and supported by him, and by Fox,
and Burke, and Pitt, with the utmost ability and faithfulness;
resisted by the planters, and the whole West Indian interest, and
lost. During the next sixteen years, ten times, year after year,
the attempt was renewed by Mr. Wilberforce, and ten times defeated
by the planters. The king, and all the royal family but one, were
against it. These debates are instructive, as they show on what
grounds the trade was assailed and defended. Every thing
generous, wise, and sprightly is sure to come to the attack.
On the other part, are found cold prudence, barefaced
selfishness, and silent votes. But the nation was aroused to
enthusiasm. Every horrid fact became known.
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about a voyage to Guinea.

In about this year, according to William Chauncey Fowler’s LOCAL LAW IN MASSACHUSETTS AND 
CONNECTICUT, HISTORICALLY CONSIDERED; AND THE HISTORICAL STATUS OF THE NEGRO, IN CONNECTICUT, 
ETC. (Albany, 1872, and New Haven, 1875, page 125), “one or two” negrero vessels were being fitted out in 
Connecticut.

The Underground Railroad and the Manumission and Colonization Society of North Carolina were both tools 
of the Guilford County Quakers. At Wells Meeting in Perquimans County, the Quaker yearly meeting was held 
with representatives from North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia, and a minute was made of their 
progress or lack of progress against their previously agreed goal of cleaning all Quaker hands of slave holding:

The old committee was discharged and a new committee appointed made up of 24 prestigious North Carolina 

As it appears that all Friends have not yet cleansed
their hands of slave holding this meeting directs the
inferior meetings to put the former advices of our
yearly meeting in practice such who continue to hold
them as slaves and hand up a report of their service
to next yearly meeting to be held at Centre Meeting in
Guilford County for further trial with which this
meeting concurs.
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Friends — a lifetime commitment for each and every of them:

• Zacharias Dick
• David Vestal
• Jeremiah Reynolds
• Thomas Winslow
• John Talbot
• Obediah Harris
• Jesse Coffin
• Strangeman Stanley
• John Carter
• Joseph Cloud
• John Beals
• Samuel Millikan
• Hezekiah Sanders
• Tristain Barnard
• William Coffin, Jr.
• John Hackett
• John Davis
• Samuel Chambers
• Issac Beeson
• Benjamin Coffin
• John Sanders
• Seth Coffin
• Thomas Thornbourgh
• William Tomlinson

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois:  The slave-trade was hardly touched upon
in the Congress of the Confederation, except in the ordinance
respecting the capture of slaves, and on the occasion of the
Quaker petition against the trade, although, during the debate
on the Articles of Confederation, the counting of slaves as well
as of freemen in the apportionment of taxes was urged as a
measure that would check further importation of Negroes. “It is
our duty,” said Wilson of Pennsylvania, “to lay every
discouragement on the importation of slaves; but this amendment
[i.e., to count two slaves as one freeman] would give the jus trium
liberorum to him who would import slaves.”770 The matter was
finally compromised by apportioning requisitions according to
the value of land and buildings.
After the Articles went into operation, an ordinance in regard
to the recapture of fugitive slaves provided that, if the
capture was made on the sea below high-water mark, and the Negro
was not claimed, he should be freed. Matthews of South Carolina
demanded the yeas and nays on this proposition, with the result
that only the vote of his State was recorded against it.771

On Tuesday, October 3, 1783, a deputation from the Yearly
Meeting of the Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and Delaware Friends
asked leave to present a petition. Leave was granted the

770. Elliot, DEBATES (1861), I. 72-3. Cf. Article 8 of the ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION.
771. JOURNALS OF CONGRESS, 1781, June 25; July 18; Sept. 21, 27; November 8, 13, 30; December 4.
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following day,772 but no further minute appears. According to the
report of the Friends, the petition was against the slave-trade;
and “though the Christian rectitude of the concern was by the
Delegates generally acknowledged, yet not being vested with the
powers of legislation, they declined promoting any public remedy
against the gross national iniquity of trafficking in the
persons of fellow-men.”773

The only legislative activity in regard to the trade during the
Confederation was taken by the individual States.774 Before 1778
Connecticut, Vermont, Pennsylvania, Delaware, and Virginia had
by law stopped the further importation of slaves, and
importation had practically ceased in all the New England and
Middle States, including Maryland. In consequence of the revival
of the slave-trade after the War, there was then a lull in State
activity until 1786, when North Carolina laid a prohibitive
duty, and South Carolina, a year later, began her series of
temporary prohibitions. In 1787-1788 the New England States
forbade the participation of their citizens in the traffic. It
was this wave of legislation against the traffic which did so
much to blind the nation as to the strong hold which slavery
still had on the country.

IT IS NO COINCIDENCE THAT IT IS MORTALS WHO CONSUME OUR 
HISTORICAL ACCOUNTS, FOR WHAT WE ARE ATTEMPTING TO DO IS 
EVADE THE RESTRICTIONS OF THE HUMAN LIFESPAN. (IMMORTALS, 

WITH NOTHING TO LIVE FOR, TAKE NO HEED OF OUR STORIES.)

January 26, Saturday: The 1st boatloads of British convicts subjected to a farther “transportation” than the usual one 
to the North American gulag arrived at the Australian gulag. Of the 1,030 persons debarked on this day at 
Botany Bay, what would eventually become known as Sydney Harbor, 548 were transported male convicts and 

772. JOURNALS OF CONGRESS, 1782-3, pages 418-9, 425.
773. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 1st Congress 2d session, page 1183.
774. Cf. above, Chapters ii., iii., iv.
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188 were transported female convicts.775

101 of these transported females had been brought on the maiden voyage of the Lady Penrhyn out of 
Portsmouth. This vessel had also conveyed the initial horses to arrive in Australia, a stallion, 3 mares, 2 fillies, 
and a colt.

On this same day Jean-François de Galoup arrived at Botany Bay, just as Captain Arthur Phillip was moving 

775. This would not end until 1868, while the “transportation” of such convicts to New Calcedonia would not end until 1897. 
The alternative which had originally been suggested by the developers of Botany Bay had been the importation of quantities 
of Chinese slave laborers. During the years in which England was “transporting” its criminals to Australia, the following sentence 
appeared in an English local newspaper: “Each of the transport ships going to Botany Bay has two guns loaded with grapeshot 
pointed down the hatchway where the convicts are to be, and which will be fired on them should any riot or mutiny happen.” (This 
of course, for Americans, will be found reminiscent of the cannon loaded with grapeshot at Fort Snelling, pointing downward at the 
concentration camp on Pike Island for Christian Dakota farmer nonbelligerent hostages, women and children and old men, during 
the winter of 1862-1863.)
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the colony to Port Jackson. The British received him courteously but had no food to spare. 

La Pérouse sent his journals and letters to Europe with a British ship, obtained wood and fresh water, and left 
for New Caledonia, Santa Cruz, the Solomons, the Louisiades, and the western and southern coasts of 
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PLE OF
LDEN
Australia. Neither he nor any of his men would ever be heard of again, hence the following remark:

ESSENCE IS BLUR. SPECIFICITY, 
THE OPPOSITE OF ESSENCE, 

IS OF THE NATURE OF TRUTH.

PEO
WA

WALDEN: I have always endeavored to acquire strict business
habits; they are indispensable to every man. If your trade is with
the Celestial Empire, then some small counting house on the coast,
in some Salem harbor, will be fixture enough. You will export such
articles as the country affords, purely native products, much ice
and pine timber and a little granite, always in native bottoms.
These will be good ventures. To oversee all the details yourself
in person; to be at once pilot and captain, and owner
and underwriter; to buy and sell and keep the accounts; to read
every letter received, and write or read every letter sent;
to superintend the discharge of imports night and day; to be upon
many parts of the coast almost at the same time; –often the
richest freight will be discharged upon a Jersey shore;– to be
your own telegraph, unweariedly sweeping the horizon, speaking
all passing vessels bound coastwise; to keep up a steady despatch
of commodities, for the supply of such a distant and exorbitant
market; to keep yourself informed of the state of the markets,
prospects of war and peace every where, and anticipate the
tendencies of trade and civilization, –taking advantage of the
results of all exploring expeditions, using new passages and all
improvements in navigation;– charts to be studied, the position
of reefs and new lights and buoys to be ascertained, and ever,
and ever, the logarithmic tables to be corrected, for by the error
of some calculator the vessel often splits upon a rock that should
have reached a friendly pier, –there is the untold fate of La
Perouse;– universal science to be kept pace with, studying the
lives of all great discoverers and navigators, great adventurers
and merchants, from Hanno and the Phoenicians down to our day;
in fine, account of stock to be taken from time to time, to know
how you stand. It is a labor to task the faculties of a man, –
such problems of profit and loss, of interest, of tare and tret,
and gauging of all kinds in it, as demand a universal knowledge.

JEAN-FRANÇOIS DE GALOUP
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February: The Massachusetts Constitution and Form of Government recognized the existence of slavery within the 
state and excluded blacks, Native Americans, and all mulattoes from rights of citizenship. It did, however, 
prohibit Massachusetts participation in the slave trade. Immediately the legislature would enact legislation 
making skin color a virtual crime, by requiring the removal from the state of any person of Afro-American 
ancestry who could not prove US citizenship. This was done not only to assure public order but also to ensure 
that indigent blacks could not become public charges. (This law would disgrace Massachusetts until 1834.)

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: The early Biblical codes of
Massachusetts confined slavery to “lawfull Captives taken in
iust warres, & such strangers as willingly selle themselves or
are sold to us.”776 The stern Puritanism of early days endeavored
to carry this out literally, and consequently when a certain
Captain Smith, about 1640, attacked an African village and
brought some of the unoffending natives home, he was promptly
arrested. Eventually, the General Court ordered the Negroes sent
home at the colony’s expense, “conceiving themselues bound by ye

first oportunity to bear witnes against ye haynos & crying sinn
of manstealing, as also to P’scribe such timely redresse for
what is past, & such a law for ye future as may sufficiently
deterr all othrs belonging to us to have to do in such vile &
most odious courses, iustly abhored of all good & iust men.”777

The temptation of trade slowly forced the colony from this high
moral ground. New England ships were early found in the West
Indian slave-trade, and the more the carrying trade developed,
the more did the profits of this branch of it attract Puritan
captains. By the beginning of the eighteenth century the slave-
trade was openly recognized as legitimate commerce; cargoes came
regularly to Boston, and “The merchants of Boston quoted
negroes, like any other merchandise demanded by their
correspondents.”778 At the same time, the Puritan conscience
began to rebel against the growth of actual slavery on New
England soil. It was a much less violent wrenching of moral ideas
of right and wrong to allow Massachusetts men to carry slaves
to South Carolina than to allow cargoes to come into Boston, and
become slaves in Massachusetts. Early in the eighteenth century,
therefore, opposition arose to the further importation of
Negroes, and in 1705 an act “for the Better Preventing of a
Spurious and Mixt Issue,” laid a restrictive duty of £4 on all
slaves imported.779 One provision of this act plainly illustrates
the attitude of Massachusetts: like the acts of many of the New
England colonies, it allowed a rebate of the whole duty on re-
exportation. The harbors of New England were thus offered as a
free exchange-mart for slavers. All the duty acts of the
Southern and Middle colonies allowed a rebate of one-half or
three-fourths of the duty on the re-exportation of the slave,
thus laying a small tax on even temporary importation.
The Act of 1705 was evaded, but it was not amended until 1728,
when the penalty for evasion was raised to £100.780 The act

776. Cf. THE BODY OF LIBERTIES, § 91, in Whitmore, BIBLIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF THE LAWS OF THE MASSACHUSETTS COLONY, 
published at Boston in 1890.
777. MASSACHUSETTS COLONIAL RECORD, II. 168, 176; III. 46, 49, 84.
778. Weeden, ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL HISTORY OF NEW ENGLAND, II. 456.
779. MASSACHUSETTS PROVINCE LAWS, 1705-6, ch. 10.
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remained in force, except possibly for one period of four years,
until 1749. Meantime the movement against importation grew. A
bill “for preventing the Importation of Slaves into this
Province” was introduced in the Legislature in 1767, but after
strong opposition and disagreement between House and Council it
was dropped.781 In 1771 the struggle was renewed. A similar bill
passed, but was vetoed by Governor Hutchinson.782 The imminent
war and the discussions incident to it had now more and more
aroused public opinion, and there were repeated attempts to gain
executive consent to a prohibitory law. In 1774 such a bill was
twice passed, but never received assent.783

The new Revolutionary government first met the subject in the
case of two Negroes captured on the high seas, who were
advertised for sale at Salem. A resolution was introduced into
the Legislature, directing the release of the Negroes, and
declaring “That the selling and enslaving the human species is
a direct violation of the natural rights alike vested in all men
by their Creator, and utterly inconsistent with the avowed
principles on which this, and the other United States, have
carried their struggle for liberty even to the last appeal.” To
this the Council would not consent; and the resolution, as
finally passed, merely forbade the sale or ill-treatment of the
Negroes.784 Committees on the slavery question were appointed in
1776 and 1777,785 and although a letter to Congress on the
matter, and a bill for the abolition of slavery were reported,
no decisive action was taken.
All such efforts were finally discontinued, as the system was
already practically extinct in Massachusetts and the custom of
importation had nearly ceased. Slavery was eventually declared
by judicial decision to have been abolished.786 The first step
toward stopping the participation of Massachusetts citizens in
the slave-trade outside the State was taken in 1785, when a
committee of inquiry was appointed by the Legislature.787 No act
was, however, passed until 1788, when participation in the trade
was prohibited, on pain of £50 forfeit for every slave and £200
for every ship engaged.788

780. MASSACHUSETTS PROVINCE LAWS, 1728-9, ch. 16; 1738-9, ch. 27.
781. For petitions of towns, cf. Felt, ANNALS OF SALEM (1849), II. 416; BOSTON TOWN RECORDS, 1758-69, page 183. Cf. also Otis’s 
anti-slavery speech in 1761; John Adams, WORKS, X. 315. For proceedings, see HOUSE JOURNAL, 1767, pages 353, 358, 387, 390, 
393, 408, 409-10, 411, 420. Cf. Samuel Dexter’s answer to Dr. Belknap’s inquiry, Feb. 23, 1795, in Deane (MASSACHUSETTS 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY COLL., 5th Ser., III. 385). A committee on slave importation was appointed in 1764. Cf. HOUSE JOURNAL, 
1763-64, page 170.
782. HOUSE JOURNAL, 1771, pages 211, 215, 219, 228, 234, 236, 240, 242-3; Moore, SLAVERY IN MASSACHUSETTS, pages 131-2.
783. Felt, ANNALS OF SALEM (1849), II. 416-7; Swan, DISSUASION TO GREAT BRITAIN, etc. (1773), page x; Washburn, HISTORICAL 
SKETCHES OF LEICESTER, MASSACHUSETTS, pages 442-3; Freeman, HISTORY OF CAPE COD, II. 114; Deane, in MASSACHUSETTS 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY COLL., 5th Ser., III. 432; Moore, SLAVERY IN MASSACHUSETTS, pages 135-40; Williams, HISTORY OF THE 
NEGRO RACE IN AMERICA, I. 234-6; HOUSE JOURNAL, March, 1774, pages 224, 226, 237, etc.; June, 1774, pages 27, 41, etc. For a 
copy of the bill, see Moore.
784. MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL SOCIETY PROCEEDINGS, 1855-58, page 196; Force, AMERICAN ARCHIVES, 5th Ser., II. 769; 
HOUSE JOURNAL, 1776, pages 105-9; GENERAL COURT RECORDS, March 13, 1776, etc., pages 581-9; Moore, SLAVERY IN 
MASSACHUSETTS, pages 149-54. Cf. Moore, pages 163-76.
785. Moore, SLAVERY IN MASSACHUSETTS, pages 148-9, 181-5.
786. Washburn, EXTINCTION OF SLAVERY IN MASSACHUSETTS; Haynes, STRUGGLE FOR THE CONSTITUTION IN MASSACHUSETTS; 
La Rochefoucauld, TRAVELS THROUGH THE UNITED STATES, II. 166.
787. Moore, SLAVERY IN MASSACHUSETTS, page 225.
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February 11: Various petitions had come in praying for an abolition of English participation in the international slave 
trade. On this day the Privy Council authorized a committee to take evidence on the subject and present a 
report. This committee’s REPORT would be published in London in 1789.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: At the beginning of the nineteenth
century England held 800,000 slaves in her colonies; France,
250,000; Denmark, 27,000; Spain and Portugal, 600,000; Holland,
50,000; Sweden, 600; there were also about 2,000,000 slaves in
Brazil, and about 900,000 in the United States.789 This was the
powerful basis of the demand for the slave-trade; and against
the economic forces which these four and a half millions of
enforced laborers represented, the battle for freedom had to be
fought.
Denmark first responded to the denunciatory cries of the
eighteenth century against slavery and the slave-trade. In 1792,
by royal order, this traffic was prohibited in the Danish
possessions after 1802. The principles of the French Revolution
logically called for the extinction of the slave system by
France. This was, however, accomplished more precipitately than
the Convention anticipated; and in a whirl of enthusiasm
engendered by the appearance of the Dominican deputies, slavery
and the slave-trade were abolished in all French colonies
February 4, 1794.790 This abolition was short-lived; for at the
command of the First Consul slavery and the slave-trade was
restored in An X (1799).791 The trade was finally abolished by
Napoleon Bonaparte during the Hundred Days by a decree, March
29, 1815, which briefly declared: “À dater de la publication du
présent Décret, la Traite des Noirs est abolie.”792 The Treaty
of Paris eventually confirmed this law.793

In England, the united efforts of Sharpe, Clarkson, and
Wilberforce early began to arouse public opinion by means of
agitation and pamphlet literature. May 21, 1788, Sir William

788. PERPETUAL LAWS OF MASSACHUSETTS, 1780-89, page 235. The number of slaves in Massachusetts has been estimated as 
follows: — 
In 1676, 200. Randolph’s REPORT, in HUTCHINSON’S COLL. OF PAPERS, page 485.
“ 1680, 120. Deane, CONNECTION OF MASSACHUSETTS WITH SLAVERY, page 28 ff.
“ 1708, 550. Deane, CONNECTION OF MASSACHUSETTS WITH SLAVERY; Moore, SLAVERY IN MASSACHUSETTS, page 50.
“ 1720, 2,000. Moore, SLAVERY IN MASSACHUSETTS, page 50
“ 1735, 2,600. Deane, CONNECTION OF MASSACHUSETTS WITH SLAVERY, page 28 ff.
“ 1749, 3,000. Deane, CONNECTION OF MASSACHUSETTS WITH SLAVERY, page 28 ff.
“ 1754, 4,489. Deane, CONNECTION OF MASSACHUSETTS WITH SLAVERY, page 28 ff.
“ 1763, 5,000. Deane, CONNECTION OF MASSACHUSETTS WITH SLAVERY, page 28 ff.
“ 1764-5, 5,779. Deane, CONNECTION OF MASSACHUSETTS WITH SLAVERY, page 28 ff.
“ 1776, 5,249. Deane, CONNECTION OF MASSACHUSETTS WITH SLAVERY, page 28 ff.
“ 1784, 4,377. Moore, SLAVERY IN MASSACHUSETTS, page 51.
“ 1786, 4,371. Moore, SLAVERY IN MASSACHUSETTS, page 51
“ 1790, 6,001. Moore, SLAVERY IN MASSACHUSETTS, page 51
789. Cf. Augustine Cochin, in Lalor, CYCLOPEDIA, III. 723.
790. By a law of Aug. 11, 1792, the encouragement formerly given to the trade was stopped. Cf. Choix de rapports, opinions et 
discours prononcés à la tribune nationale depuis 1789 (Paris, 1821), XIV. 425; quoted in Cochin, THE RESULTS OF 
EMANCIPATION (Booth’s translation, 1863), pages 33, 35-8.
791. Cochin, THE RESULTS OF EMANCIPATION (Booth’s translation, 1863), pages 42-7.
792. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1815-6, page 196.
793. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1815-6, pages 195-9, 292-3; 1816-7, page 755. It was eventually confirmed by royal 
ordinance, and the law of April 15, 1818.
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Dolben moved a bill regulating the trade, which passed in July
and was the last English measure countenancing the traffic.794

The report of the Privy Council on the subject in 1789795

precipitated the long struggle. On motion of Pitt, in 1788, the
House had resolved to take up at the next session the question
of the abolition of the trade.796 It was, accordingly, called up
by Wilberforce, and a remarkable parliamentary battle ensued,
which lasted continuously until 1805. The Grenville-Fox ministry
now espoused the cause. This ministry first prohibited the trade
with such colonies as England had acquired by conquest during
the Napoleonic wars; then, in 1806, they prohibited the foreign
slave-trade; and finally, March 25, 1807, enacted the total
abolition of the traffic.797

February 22, Friday: Arthur Schopenhauer was born in Danzig, now Gdansk, Poland. He would become so famous 
that, one day, he would serve as a refrigerator magnet:

New York prohibited all trade in slaves.

“An Act concerning slaves.”
“Whereas in consequence of the act directing a revision of the
laws of this State, it is expedient that the several existing
laws relative to slaves, should be revised, and comprized in
one. Therefore, Be it enacted,” etc.
“And to prevent the further importation of slaves into this
State, Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any person shall

794. STATUTE 28 GEORGE III., ch. 54. Cf. STATUTE 29 GEORGE III., ch. 66.
795. Various petitions had come in praying for an abolition of the slave-trade; and by an order in Council, Feb. 11, 1788, a committee 
of the Privy Council was ordered to take evidence on the subject. This committee presented an elaborate report in 1789. See 
published REPORT, London, 1789.
796. For the history of the Parliamentary struggle, cf. Clarkson’s and Copley’s histories. The movement was checked in the House 
of Commons in 1789, 1790, and 1791. In 1792 the House of Commons resolved to abolish the trade in 1796. The Lords postponed 
the matter to take evidence. A bill to prohibit the foreign slave-trade was lost in 1793, passed the next session, and was lost in the 
House of Lords. In 1795, 1796, 1798, and 1799 repeated attempts to abolish the trade were defeated. The matter then rested until 
1804, when the battle was renewed with more success.
797. STATUTE 46 GEORGE III., ch. 52, 119; 47 GEORGE III., sess. I. ch. 36.
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sell as a slave within this State any negro, or other person,
who has been imported or brought into this State, after” June
1, 1785, “such seller, or his or her factor or agent, making
such sale, shall be deemed guilty of a public offence, and shall
for every such offence, forfeit the sum of one hundred
pounds.... And further, That every person so imported ... shall be
free.” The purchase of slaves for removal to another State is
prohibited under penalty of £100. LAWS OF NEW YORK, 1785-88 (ed.
1886), pages 675-6.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: Of the twenty years from 1787 to 1807
it can only be said that they were, on the whole, a period of
disappointment so far as the suppression of the slave-trade was
concerned. Fear, interest, and philanthropy united for a time
in an effort which bade fair to suppress the trade; then the
real weakness of the constitutional compromise appeared, and the
interests of the few overcame the fears and the humanity of the
many.

March 25, Tuesday: In Massachusetts, participation in the slave-trade was prohibited.

“An Act to prevent the Slave-Trade, and for granting Relief to
the Families of such unhappy Persons as may be kidnapped or
decoyed away from this Commonwealth.”
“Whereas by the African trade for slaves, the lives and
liberties of many innocent persons have been from time to time
sacrificed to the lust of gain: And whereas some persons
residing in this Commonwealth may be so regardless of the rights
of human kind, as to be concerned in that unrighteous commerce:

§ 1. “Be it therefore enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives, in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, That no citizen of this Commonwealth, or
other person residing within the same, shall for himself, or any
other person whatsoever, either as master, factor, supercargo,
owner or hirer, in whole or in part, of any vessel, directly or
indirectly, import or transport, or buy or sell, or receive on
board, his or their vessel, with intent to cause to be imported
or transported, any of the inhabitants of any State or Kingdom,
in that part of the world called Africa, as slaves, or as servants
for term of years.” Any person convicted of doing this shall
forfeit and pay the sum of £50 for every person received on
board, and the sum of £200 for every vessel fitted out for the
trade, “to be recovered by action of debt, in any Court within
this Commonwealth, proper to try the same; the one moiety
thereof to the use of this Commonwealth, and the other moiety
to the person who shall prosecute for and recover the same.”

§ 2. All insurance on said vessels and cargo shall be null and
void; “and this act may be given in evidence under the general
issue, in any suit or action commenced for the recovery of
insurance so made,” etc.

§ 4. “Provided ... That this act do not extend to vessels which

THE TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY
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have already sailed, their owners, factors, or commanders, for
and during their present voyage, or to any insurance that shall
have been made, previous to the passing of the same.” PERPETUAL
LAWS OF MASSACHUSETTS, 1780-89 (edition of 1789), page 235.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois:  In the Eastern States, where slavery
as an institution was already nearly defunct, action was aimed
toward stopping the notorious participation of citizens in the
slave-trade outside the State. The prime movers were the Rhode
Island Quakers. Having early secured a law against the traffic
in their own State, they turned their attention to others.
Through their remonstrances Connecticut, in 1788,798 prohibited
participation in the trade by a fine of £500 on the vessel, £50
on each slave, and loss of insurance; this act was strengthened
in 1792,799 the year after the Haytian revolt. Massachusetts,
after many fruitless attempts, finally took advantage of an
unusually bold case of kidnapping, and passed a similar act in
1788.800 “This,” says Belknap, “was the utmost which could be
done by our legislatures; we still have to regret the
impossibility of making a law here, which shall restrain our
citizens from carrying on this trade in foreign bottoms, and from
committing the crimes which this act prohibits, in foreign countries,
as it is said some of them have done since the enacting of these
laws.”801

Thus it is seen how, spurred by the tragedy in the West Indies,
the United States succeeded by State action in prohibiting the
slave-trade from 1798 to 1803, in furthering the cause of
abolition, and in preventing the fitting out of slave-trade
expeditions in United States ports. The country had good cause
to congratulate itself. The national government hastened to
supplement State action as far as possible, and the prophecies
of the more sanguine Revolutionary fathers seemed about to be
realized, when the ill-considered act of South Carolina showed
the weakness of the constitutional compromise.

March 29, Saturday: Four days earlier Massachusetts had prohibited its citizens to participate in the slave-trade. On 
this day Pennsylvania did the same.

An Act to explain and amend an act, entituled, “An Act for the
gradual abolition of slavery.”

§ 2. Slaves brought in by persons intending to settle shall be
free.

§ 3. “... no negro or mulatto slave, or servant for term of
years,” except servants of congressmen, consuls, etc., “shall
be removed out of this state, with the design and intention that
the place of abode or residence of such slave or servant shall

798. ACTS AND LAWS OF CONNECTICUT (ed. 1784), pages 368, 369, 388.
799. ACTS AND LAWS OF CONNECTICUT, page 412.
800. PERPETUAL LAWS OF MASSACHUSETTS, 1780-89, pages 235-6.
801. QUERIES RESPECTING SLAVERY, etc., in MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL SOCIETY COLLECTIONS, 1st Series, IV. 205.
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be thereby altered or changed, or with the design and intention
that such slave or servant, if a female, and pregnant, shall be
detained and kept out of this state till her delivery of the
child of which she is or shall be pregnant, or with the design
and intention that such slave or servant shall be brought again
into this state, after the expiration of six months from the
time of such slave or servant having been first brought into
this state, without his or her consent, if of full age, testified
upon a private examination, before two Justices of the peace of
the city or county in which he or she shall reside, or, being
under the age of twenty-one years, without his or her consent,
testified in manner aforesaid, and also without the consent of
his or her parents,” etc. Penalty for every such offence, £75.

§ 5. “... if any person or persons shall build, fit, equip, man,
or otherwise prepare any ship or vessel, within any port of this
state, or shall cause any ship or other vessel to sail from any
port of this state, for the purpose of carrying on a trade or
traffic in slaves, to, from, or between Europe, Asia, Africa or
America, or any places or countries whatever, or of transporting
slaves to or from one port or place to another, in any part or
parts of the world, such ship or vessel, her tackle, furniture,
apparel, and other appurtenances, shall be forfeited to the
commonwealth.... And, moreover, all and every person and persons
so building, fitting out,” etc., shall forfeit £1,000. Dallas,
LAWS, II. 586.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: One of the first American protests
against the slave-trade came from certain German Friends, in
1688, at a Weekly Meeting held in Germantown, Pennsylvania.
“These are the reasons,” wrote “Garret henderich, derick up de
graeff, Francis daniell Pastorius, and Abraham up Den graef,”
“why we are against the traffick of men-body, as followeth: Is
there any that would be done or handled at this manner?... Now,
tho they are black, we cannot conceive there is more liberty to
have them slaves, as it is to have other white ones. There is a
saying, that we shall doe to all men like as we will be done
ourselves; making no difference of what generation, descent or
colour they are. And those who steal or robb men, and those who
buy or purchase them, are they not all alike?”802 This little
leaven helped slowly to work a revolution in the attitude of
this great sect toward slavery and the slave-trade. The Yearly
Meeting at first postponed the matter, “It having so General a
Relation to many other Parts.”803 Eventually, however, in 1696,
the Yearly Meeting advised “That Friends be careful not to
encourage the bringing in of any more Negroes.”804 This advice
was repeated in stronger terms for a quarter-century,805 and by
that time Sandiford, Benezet, Lay, and Woolman had begun their
crusade. In 1754 the Friends took a step farther and made the

802. From fac-simile copy, published at Germantown in 1880. Cf. Whittier’s poem, “Pennsylvania Hall” (POETICAL WORKS, 
Riverside ed., III. 62); and Proud, HISTORY OF PENNSYLVANIA (1797), I. 219.
803. From fac-simile copy, published at Germantown in 1880.
804. Bettle, NOTICES OF NEGRO SLAVERY, in PENN. HIST. SOC. MEM. (1864), I. 383.
805. Cf. Bettle, NOTICES OF NEGRO SLAVERY, PASSIM.
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purchase of slaves a matter of discipline.806 Four years later
the Yearly Meeting expressed itself clearly as “against every
branch of this practice,” and declared that if “any professing
with us should persist to vindicate it, and be concerned in
importing, selling or purchasing slaves, the respective Monthly
Meetings to which they belong should manifest their disunion
with such persons.”807 Further, manumission was recommended, and
in 1776 made compulsory.808 The effect of this attitude of the
Friends was early manifested in the legislation of all the
colonies where the sect was influential, and particularly in
Pennsylvania.
One of the first duty acts (1710) laid a restrictive duty of 40s.
on slaves, and was eventually disallowed.809 In 1712 William
Southeby petitioned the Assembly totally to abolish slavery.
This the Assembly naturally refused to attempt; but the same
year, in response to another petition “signed by many hands,”
they passed an “Act to prevent the Importation of Negroes and
Indians,”810 — the first enactment of its kind in America. This
act was inspired largely by the general fear of insurrection
which succeeded the “Negro-plot” of 1712 in New York. It
declared: “Whereas, divers Plots and Insurrections have
frequently happened, not only in the Islands but on the Main
Land of America, by Negroes, which have been carried on so far
that several of the inhabitants have been barbarously Murthered,
an Instance whereof we have lately had in our Neighboring Colony
of New York,”811 etc. It then proceeded to lay a prohibitive duty
of £20 on all slaves imported. These acts were quickly disposed
of in England. Three duty acts affecting Negroes, including the
prohibitory act, were in 1713 disallowed, and it was directed
that “the Depty Govr Council and Assembly of Pensilvania, be &
they are hereby Strictly Enjoyned & required not to permit the
said Laws ... to be from henceforward put in Execution.”812 The
Assembly repealed these laws, but in 1715 passed another laying
a duty of £5, which was also eventually disallowed.813 Other
acts, the provisions of which are not clear, were passed in 1720
and 1722,814 and in 1725-1726 the duty on Negroes was raised to
the restrictive figure of £10.815 This duty, for some reason not
apparent, was lowered to £2 in 1729,816 but restored again in
1761.817 A struggle occurred over this last measure, the Friends

806. Janney, HISTORY OF THE FRIENDS, III. 315-7.
807. HISTORY OF THE FRIENDS, III. 317.
808. Bettle, in PENN. HIST. SOC. MEM., I. 395.
809. PENN. COL. REC. (1852), II. 530; Bettle, in PENN. HIST. SOC. MEM., I. 415.
810. LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA, COLLECTED, etc., 1714, page 165; Bettle, in PENN. HIST. SOC. MEM., I. 387.
811. See preamble of the act.
812. The Pennsylvanians did not allow their laws to reach England until long after they were passed: PENN. ARCHIVES, I. 161-2; 
COL. REC., II. 572-3. These acts were disallowed Feb. 20, 1713. Another duty act was passed in 1712, supplementary to the Act of 
1710 (COL. REC., II. 553). The contents are unknown.
813. ACTS AND LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA, 1715, page 270; Chalmers, OPINIONS, II. 118. Before the disallowance was known, the 
act had been continued by the Act of 1718: Carey and Bioren, LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA, 1700-1802, I. 118; PENN. COL. REC., III. 
38.
814. Carey and Bioren, LAWS, I. 165; PENN. COL. REC., III. 171; Bettle, in PENN. HIST. SOC. MEM., I. 389, note.
815. Carey and Bioren, LAWS, I. 214; Bettle, in PENN. HIST. SOC. MEM., I. 388. Possibly there were two acts this year.
816. LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA (ed. 1742), page 354, ch. 287. Possibly some change in the currency made this change appear greater 
than it was.
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petitioning for it, and the Philadelphia merchants against it,
declaring that “We, the subscribers, ever desirous to extend the
Trade of this Province, have seen, for some time past, the many
inconveniencys the Inhabitants have suffer’d for want of
Labourers and artificers, ... have for some time encouraged the
importation of Negroes;” they prayed therefore at least for a
delay in passing the measure.818 The law, nevertheless, after
much debate and altercation with the governor, finally passed.
These repeated acts nearly stopped the trade, and the
manumission or sale of Negroes by the Friends decreased the
number of slaves in the province. The rising spirit of
independence enabled the colony, in 1773, to restore the
prohibitive duty of £20 and make it perpetual.819 After the
Revolution unpaid duties on slaves were collected and the slaves
registered,820 and in 1780 an “Act for the gradual Abolition of
Slavery” was passed.821 As there were probably at no time before
the war more than 11,000 slaves in Pennsylvania,822 the task thus
accomplished was not so formidable as in many other States. As
it was, participation in the slave-trade outside the colony was
not prohibited until 1788.823

It seems probable that in the original Swedish settlements along
the Delaware slavery was prohibited.824 This measure had,
however, little practical effect; for as soon as the Dutch got
control the slave-trade was opened, although, as it appears, to
no large extent. After the fall of the Dutch Delaware came into
English hands. Not until 1775 do we find any legislation on the
slave-trade. In that year the colony attempted to prohibit the
importation of slaves, but the governor vetoed the bill.825

Finally, in 1776 by the Constitution, and in 1787 by law,
importation and exportation were both prohibited.826

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: The Border States, Virginia and
Maryland, strengthened their non-importation laws, Virginia
freeing illegally imported Negroes,827 and Maryland prohibiting
even the interstate trade.828 The Middle States took action
chiefly in the final abolition of slavery within their borders,

817. Carey and Bioren, LAWS, I. 371; ACTS OF ASSEMBLY (ed. 1782), page 149; Dallas, LAWS, I. 406, ch. 379. This act was renewed 
in 1768: Carey and Bioren, LAWS, I. 451; PENN. COL. REC., IX. 472, 637, 641.
818. PENN. COL. REC., VIII. 576.
819. A large petition called for this bill. Much altercation ensued with the governor: Dallas, LAWS, I. 671, ch. 692; PENN. COL. REC., 
X. 77; Bettle, in PENN. HIST. SOC. MEM., I. 388-9.
820. Dallas, LAWS, I. 782, ch. 810.
821. LAWS, I. 838, ch. 881.
822. There exist but few estimates of the number of slaves in this colony: — 
In 1721, 2,500-5,000. DOC. REL. COL. HIST. NEW YORK, V. 604.
In 1754, 11,000. Bancroft, HIST. OF UNITED STATES (1883), II. 391.
In 1760, very few. Burnaby, TRAVELS THROUGH N. AMER. (2d ed.), page 81.
In 1775, 2,000. PENN. ARCHIVES, IV 597.
823. Dallas, LAWS, II. 586.
824. Cf. ARGONAUTICA GUSTAVIANA, pages 21-3; DEL. HIST. SOC. PAPERS, III. 10; HAZARD’S REGISTER, IV. 221, §§ 23, 24; 
HAZARD’S ANNALS, page 372; Armstrong, RECORD OF UPLAND COURT, pages 29-30, and notes.
825. Force, AMERICAN ARCHIVES, 4th Ser., II. 128-9.
826. AMERICAN ARCHIVES, 5th Ser., I. 1178; LAWS OF DELAWARE, 1797 (Newcastle ed.), page 884, ch. 145 b.
827. Virginia codified her whole slave legislation in 1792 (VIRGINIA STATUTES AT LARGE, New Series, I. 122), and amended her 
laws in 1798 and 1806 (VIRGINIA STATUTES AT LARGE, III. 251).
828. Dorsey, LAWS OF MARYLAND, 1796, I. 334.
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and the prevention of the fitting out of slaving vessels in their
ports. Delaware declared, in her Act of 1789, that “it is
inconsistent with that spirit of general liberty which pervades
the constitution of this state, that vessels should be fitted
out, or equipped, in any of the ports thereof, for the purpose
of receiving and transporting the natives of Africa to places
where they are held in slavery,”829 and forbade such a practice
under penalty of £500 for each person so engaged. The
Pennsylvania Act of 1788830 had similar provisions, with a
penalty of £1000; and New Jersey followed with an act in 1798.831

Spring: While Friend Moses Brown was in Boston, agitating for Massachusetts to ban the international slave trade, a 
free American black was kidnapped to be sold into slavery. There was considerable publicity and public 
outrage. With the help of the Boston Association of Ministers, the abolitionist bill came before the assembly 
and was enacted. The Massachusetts fines and penalties for violation of this new law would be, however, 
considerably lower than the fines and penalties that were prescribed in Rhode Island.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: Of the twenty years from 1787 to 1807
it can only be said that they were, on the whole, a period of
disappointment so far as the suppression of the slave-trade was
concerned. Fear, interest, and philanthropy united for a time
in an effort which bade fair to suppress the trade; then the
real weakness of the constitutional compromise appeared, and the
interests of the few overcame the fears and the humanity of the
many.

May 21, Wednesday: Sir William Dolben moved a bill regulating English participation in the international slave trade, 
which would be enacted in July and would be the last English measure to countenance this traffic.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: At the beginning of the nineteenth
century England held 800,000 slaves in her colonies; France,
250,000; Denmark, 27,000; Spain and Portugal, 600,000; Holland,
50,000; Sweden, 600; there were also about 2,000,000 slaves in
Brazil, and about 900,000 in the United States.832 This was the
powerful basis of the demand for the slave-trade; and against
the economic forces which these four and a half millions of
enforced laborers represented, the battle for freedom had to be
fought.
Denmark first responded to the denunciatory cries of the
eighteenth century against slavery and the slave-trade. In 1792,
by royal order, this traffic was prohibited in the Danish
possessions after 1802. The principles of the French Revolution
logically called for the extinction of the slave system by
France. This was, however, accomplished more precipitately than
the Convention anticipated; and in a whirl of enthusiasm

829. LAWS OF DELAWARE, 1797 (Newcastle ed.), page 942, Chapter 194 b.
830. Dallas, LAWS, II. 586.
831. Paterson, DIGEST OF THE LAWS OF NEW JERSEY (1800), pages 307-13. In 1804 New Jersey passed an act gradually to abolish 
slavery. The legislation of New York at this period was confined to regulating the exportation of slave criminals (1790), and to 
passing an act gradually abolishing slavery (1799). In 1801 she codified all her acts.
832. Cf. Augustine Cochin, in Lalor, CYCLOPEDIA, III. 723.
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engendered by the appearance of the Dominican deputies, slavery
and the slave-trade were abolished in all French colonies
February 4, 1794.833 This abolition was short-lived; for at the
command of the First Consul slavery and the slave-trade was
restored in An X (1799).834 The trade was finally abolished by
Napoleon Bonaparte during the Hundred Days by a decree, March
29, 1815, which briefly declared: “À dater de la publication du
présent Décret, la Traite des Noirs est abolie.”835 The Treaty
of Paris eventually confirmed this law.836

In England, the united efforts of Sharpe, Clarkson, and
Wilberforce early began to arouse public opinion by means of
agitation and pamphlet literature. May 21, 1788, Sir William
Dolben moved a bill regulating the trade, which passed in July
and was the last English measure countenancing the traffic.837

The report of the Privy Council on the subject in 1789838

precipitated the long struggle. On motion of Pitt, in 1788, the
House had resolved to take up at the next session the question
of the abolition of the trade.839 It was, accordingly, called up
by Wilberforce, and a remarkable parliamentary battle ensued,
which lasted continuously until 1805. The Grenville-Fox ministry
now espoused the cause. This ministry first prohibited the trade
with such colonies as England had acquired by conquest during
the Napoleonic wars; then, in 1806, they prohibited the foreign
slave-trade; and finally, March 25, 1807, enacted the total
abolition of the traffic.840

833. By a law of Aug. 11, 1792, the encouragement formerly given to the trade was stopped. Cf. Choix de rapports, opinions et 
discours prononcés à la tribune nationale depuis 1789 (Paris, 1821), XIV. 425; quoted in Cochin, THE RESULTS OF 
EMANCIPATION (Booth’s translation, 1863), pages 33, 35-8.
834. Cochin, THE RESULTS OF EMANCIPATION (Booth’s translation, 1863), pages 42-7.
835. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1815-6, page 196.
836. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1815-6, pages 195-9, 292-3; 1816-7, page 755. It was eventually confirmed by royal 
ordinance, and the law of April 15, 1818.
837. STATUTE 28 GEORGE III., ch. 54. Cf. STATUTE 29 GEORGE III., ch. 66.
838. Various petitions had come in praying for an abolition of the slave-trade; and by an order in Council, Feb. 11, 1788, a committee 
of the Privy Council was ordered to take evidence on the subject. This committee presented an elaborate report in 1789. See 
published REPORT, London, 1789.
839. For the history of the Parliamentary struggle, cf. Clarkson’s and Copley’s histories. The movement was checked in the House 
of Commons in 1789, 1790, and 1791. In 1792 the House of Commons resolved to abolish the trade in 1796. The Lords postponed 
the matter to take evidence. A bill to prohibit the foreign slave-trade was lost in 1793, passed the next session, and was lost in the 
House of Lords. In 1795, 1796, 1798, and 1799 repeated attempts to abolish the trade were defeated. The matter then rested until 
1804, when the battle was renewed with more success.
840. STATUTE 46 GEORGE III., ch. 52, 119; 47 GEORGE III., sess. I. ch. 36.
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June 17: The British Parliament’s Dolben Act restricted the number of slaves that could be carried on a ship 
in accordance with the ship’s tonnage. The Act, introduced by William Dolben, abolitionist and MP for Oxford 
University, attempted to legislate an amelioration in the travel conditions of a cargo of slaves by restricting the 
number of slaves that could legally be carried according to a ship’s total weight in tons. To comply with the 
Act, Bristol’s biggest slave trader, James Jones, would need to reduce the cargos carried by his nine slave ships 
by nearly a quarter on average. This plan of the negrero Brookes was made to illustrate a leaflet that was 
immediately published by the Plymouth Committee of Abolitionists. The plan indicates how, to comply with 
this new regulation, black slaves were henceforth to be benevolently stowed into the ship’s hold. Since the 
Brookes was a 295-ton vessel, the slaves are here being legally “stowed in the proportion of not quite One to 
a Ton.” (On a previous voyage the Brookes was known to have transported a cargo of 609 human beings, which 
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is to say, something more than twice as densely packed as depicted on the following screen.)841

THE MIDDLE PASSAGE
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841. There are more images of this sort available at <http://hitchcock.itc.virginia.edu/Slavery>.
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During this year French abolitionists were founding the Société des Amis des Noirs (Society of the Friends 
of Blacks).

October: In March, first Massachusetts and then Pennsylvania had forbidden their citizens to participate in any way in 
the slave-trade. In this month Connecticut did the same.

“An Act to prevent the Slave-Trade.”
“Be it enacted by the Governor, Council and Representatives in General Court assembled, and
by the Authority of the same, That no Citizen or Inhabitant of this State,
shall for himself, or any other Person, either as Master,
Factor, Supercargo, Owner or Hirer, in Whole, or in Part, of any
Vessel, directly or indirectly, import or transport, or buy or
sell, or receive on board his or her Vessel, with Intent to cause
to be imported or transported, any of the Inhabitants of any
Country in Africa, as Slaves or Servants, for Term of Years;
upon Penalty of Fifty Pounds, for every Person so received on board,
as aforesaid; and of FIVE HUNDRED POUNDS for every such Vessel
employed in the Importation or Transportation aforesaid; to be
recovered by Action, Bill, Plaint or Information; the one Half
to the Plaintiff, and the other Half to the Use of this State.”
And all insurance on vessels and slaves shall be void. This act
to be given as evidence under general issue, in any suit
commenced for recovery of such insurance.
“... if any Person shall kidnap ... any free Negro,” etc.,
inhabitant of this State, he shall forfeit £100. Every vessel
clearing for the coast of Africa or any other part of the world,
and suspected to be in the slave-trade, must give bond in £1,000.
Slightly amended in 1789. ACTS AND LAWS OF CONNECTICUT (edition of
1784), pages 368-9, 388.

Connecticut’s plan was to accomplish this great thing very gradually, without rushing so much as to interfere 
with anyone’s agenda. Children born to slaves after 1792 would be free and all existing slave children would 
be emancipated when they reached the age of 25. This might indicate, to the unwary, that by the time that the 
captives of the La Amistad would arrive in that state’s prison system, slavery there would have been a thing of 
the past. However, Connecticut’s approach would be so utterly gradualistic that it would never emancipate any 
females who had been, at the time of the enactment of this legislation, over 21 years of age, or any males who 
had been over 25 years of age! (There still would be, according to the US Census, even in 1840, a small number 
of slaves in Connecticut. This New England state actually would not be clear of human enslavement until, 
“free at last,” Death would come to collect its oldest surviving slave — in the Year of Our Lord 1848!)

“It is simply crazy that there should ever have come 
into being a world with such a sin in it, in which a man 
is set apart because of his color — the superficial fact 
about a human being. Who could want such a world? For 
an American fighting for his love of country, that the 
last hope of earth should from its beginning have 
swallowed slavery, is an irony so withering, a justice 
so intimate in its rebuke of pride, as to measure only 
with God.”

— Stanley Cavell, MUST WE MEAN WHAT WE SAY?
 1976, page 141
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How could Connecticut’s elimination of slavery have possibly been made more gradual? For instance, in this 
year, because Rhode Island would no longer register a vessel for an enslaving voyage, Cyprian Sterry of 
Providence simply got aboard his vessel and went with it down the bay and down the sound to a port with a 
customshouse along the Connecticut shore — and there obtained clearance papers for the projected voyage to 
the coast of Africa!

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: Connecticut, in common with the other
colonies of this section, had a trade for many years with the
West Indian slave markets; and though this trade was much
smaller than that of the neighboring colonies, yet many of her
citizens were engaged in it. A map of Middletown at the time of
the Revolution gives, among one hundred families, three slave
captains and “three notables” designated as “slave-dealers.”842

The actual importation was small,843 and almost entirely
unrestricted before the Revolution, save by a few light, general
duty acts. In 1774 the further importation of slaves was
prohibited, because “the increase of slaves in this Colony is
injurious to the poor and inconvenient.” The law prohibited
importation under any pretext by a penalty of £100 per slave.844

This was re-enacted in 1784, and provisions were made for the
abolition of slavery.845 In 1788 participation in the trade was
forbidden, and the penalty placed at £50 for each slave and £500
for each ship engaged.846

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois:  In the Eastern States, where slavery
as an institution was already nearly defunct, action was aimed
toward stopping the notorious participation of citizens in the
slave-trade outside the State. The prime movers were the Rhode
Island Quakers. Having early secured a law against the traffic
in their own State, they turned their attention to others.
Through their remonstrances Connecticut, in 1788,847 prohibited
participation in the trade by a fine of £500 on the vessel, £50
on each slave, and loss of insurance; this act was strengthened
in 1792,848 the year after the Haytian revolt. Massachusetts,
after many fruitless attempts, finally took advantage of an
unusually bold case of kidnapping, and passed a similar act in
1788.849 “This,” says Belknap, “was the utmost which could be

842. Fowler, LOCAL LAW, etc., page 124.
843. The number of slaves in Connecticut has been estimated as follows: — 
In 1680, 30. CONNECTICUT COLONIAL RECORD, III. 298.
In 1730, 700. Williams, HISTORY OF THE NEGRO RACE IN AMERICA, I. 259.
In 1756, 3,636. Fowler, LOCAL LAW, etc., page 140.
In 1762, 4,590. Williams, HISTORY OF THE NEGRO RACE IN AMERICA, I. 260.
In 1774, 6,562. Fowler, LOCAL LAW, etc., page 140.
In 1782, 6,281. Fowler, LOCAL LAW, etc., page 140.
In 1800, 5,281. Fowler, LOCAL LAW, etc., page 141.
844. CONNECTICUT COLONIAL RECORD, XIV 329. Fowler (pages 125-6) says that the law was passed in 1769, as does Sanford (page 
252). I find no proof of this. There was in Connecticut the same Biblical legislation on the trade as in Massachusetts. Cf. LAWS OF 
CONNECTICUT (repr. 1865), page 9; also COLONIAL RECORD, I. 77. For general duty acts, see COLONIAL RECORD, V 405; VIII. 22; 
IX. 283; XIII. 72, 125.
845. ACTS AND LAWS OF CONNECTICUT (ed. 1784), pages 233-4.
846. ACTS AND LAWS OF CONNECTICUT (ed. 1784), pages 368, 369, 388.
847. ACTS AND LAWS OF CONNECTICUT (ed. 1784), pages 368, 369, 388.
848. ACTS AND LAWS OF CONNECTICUT, page 412.
849. PERPETUAL LAWS OF MASSACHUSETTS, 1780-89, pages 235-6.

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY

HDT WHAT? INDEX
done by our legislatures; we still have to regret the
impossibility of making a law here, which shall restrain our
citizens from carrying on this trade in foreign bottoms, and from
committing the crimes which this act prohibits, in foreign countries,
as it is said some of them have done since the enacting of these
laws.”850

Thus it is seen how, spurred by the tragedy in the West Indies,
the United States succeeded by State action in prohibiting the
slave-trade from 1798 to 1803, in furthering the cause of
abolition, and in preventing the fitting out of slave-trade
expeditions in United States ports. The country had good cause
to congratulate itself. The national government hastened to
supplement State action as far as possible, and the prophecies
of the more sanguine Revolutionary fathers seemed about to be
realized, when the ill-considered act of South Carolina showed
the weakness of the constitutional compromise.

 

November 4, Tuesday: South Carolina interdicted the importation of Negroes, for the time being.

“An Act to regulate the Payment and Recovery of Debts, and to
prohibit the Importation of Negroes, for the Time therein
limited.”

§ 16. “No negro or other slave shall be imported or brought into
this State either by land or water on or before the first of
January, 1793, under the penalty of forfeiting every such slave
or slaves to any person who will sue or inform for the same; and
under further penalty of paying £100 to the use of the State for
every such negro or slave so imported or brought in: Provided,
That nothing in this prohibition contained shall extend to such
slaves as are now the property of citizens of the United States,
and at the time of passing this act shall be within the limits
of the said United States.

§ 17. “All former instalment laws, and an ordinance imposing a
penalty on persons importing negroes into this State, passed the
28th day of March 1787, are hereby repealed.” Grimké, PUBLIC LAWS,
page 466.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: Of the twenty years from 1787 to 1807
it can only be said that they were, on the whole, a period of
disappointment so far as the suppression of the slave-trade was
concerned. Fear, interest, and philanthropy united for a time
in an effort which bade fair to suppress the trade; then the
real weakness of the constitutional compromise appeared, and the
interests of the few overcame the fears and the humanity of the
many.

850. QUERIES RESPECTING SLAVERY, etc., in MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL SOCIETY COLLECTIONS, 1st Series, IV. 205.

SLAVERY

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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November 18, Tuesday: From an affidavit witnessed by Christopher Leffingwell, justice of the peace and naval officer, 
Port of Norwich, Connecticut.

I, Aaron Cleveland, a citizen of Norwich in the State of 
Connecticut, declare on oath that upon good evidence I 
vehemently suspect that the brig Narcissa, late the brig Nancy 
... and the Sloop Lively from Boston ... are both destined for 
the coast of Africa for the purpose of bringing slaves contrary 
to the law of this state in such case made and provided, and 
therefore I pray the necessary steps may be taken by authority 
to prevent so iniquitous a traffic as the Laws of this State are 
calculated to prevent.

“When one is happy in forgetfulness, 
facts get forgotten.”

— Robert Pen Warren, 1961
THE LEGACY OF THE CIVIL WAR

Winter: Friends Moses Brown and Samuel Emlin (a traveling public Friend visiting from Philadelphia) went to the 
Providence, Rhode Island home of the premier slavetrader, Cyprian Sterry, were invited to enter, and had there 
an extended conversation with that businessman. Some 6 negrero vessels were leaving the Narragansett Bay 
during that season bound for the shores of Africa, and in the harbor at Newport, Sterry was in the process of 
fitting out one of these 6. The Quakers warned Sterry that if he violated the new law about the engagement of 
Rhode Islanders in the international slave trade, they would see to it that he was prosecuted. Sterry took refuge 
in the standard lie — he was sending, he averred, his ship to Africa after ivory and gold rather than, Heaven 
forbid, after black slaves, oh no.

In the United States this whole winter was intensely cold, with the Delaware River closed from December 26th 
to March 10th. The winter in England and in Europe would also be intensely cold from November to January. 
The Thames River could be crossed on the ice opposite the Customhouse, the Tower, Execution-dock, Putney, 
and Brentford. Frost fairs were staged. There were all kinds of diversions, bear-baiting, festivals, pigs and 
sheep roasted, booths, turnabouts, and the various amusements of Bartholomew Fair multiplied and improved 
by the location atop the river. “From Putney Bridge in Middlesex, down to Rotherhithe, was one continued 
scene of merriment and jollity; not a gloomy face to be seen, but all cheerfulness, arising apparently from 
business and bustle.” On December 17th a German gazette indicated cold so intense as cause the mercury to 
sink to -27° F. 

TRIANGULAR TRADE
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[British Parliament, House of Lords.] REPORT OF THE LORDS OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE COUNCIL APPOINTED 
FOR THE CONFEDERATION OF ALL MATTERS RELATING TO TRADE AND FOREIGN PLANTATIONS, ETC. 2 volumes. 
[London,] 1789.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: At the beginning of the nineteenth
century England held 800,000 slaves in her colonies; France,
250,000; Denmark, 27,000; Spain and Portugal, 600,000; Holland,
50,000; Sweden, 600; there were also about 2,000,000 slaves in
Brazil, and about 900,000 in the United States.851 This was the
powerful basis of the demand for the slave-trade; and against
the economic forces which these four and a half millions of
enforced laborers represented, the battle for freedom had to be
fought.
Denmark first responded to the denunciatory cries of the
eighteenth century against slavery and the slave-trade. In 1792,
by royal order, this traffic was prohibited in the Danish
possessions after 1802. The principles of the French Revolution
logically called for the extinction of the slave system by
France. This was, however, accomplished more precipitately than
the Convention anticipated; and in a whirl of enthusiasm
engendered by the appearance of the Dominican deputies, slavery
and the slave-trade were abolished in all French colonies
February 4, 1794.852 This abolition was short-lived; for at the
command of the First Consul slavery and the slave-trade was
restored in An X (1799).853 The trade was finally abolished by
Napoleon Bonaparte during the Hundred Days by a decree, March
29, 1815, which briefly declared: “À dater de la publication du
présent Décret, la Traite des Noirs est abolie.”854 The Treaty
of Paris eventually confirmed this law.855

In England, the united efforts of Sharpe, Clarkson, and
Wilberforce early began to arouse public opinion by means of
agitation and pamphlet literature. May 21, 1788, Sir William
Dolben moved a bill regulating the trade, which passed in July
and was the last English measure countenancing the traffic.856

The report of the Privy Council on the subject in 1789857

precipitated the long struggle. On motion of Pitt, in 1788, the
House had resolved to take up at the next session the question

1789

851. Cf. Augustine Cochin, in Lalor, CYCLOPEDIA, III. 723.
852. By a law of Aug. 11, 1792, the encouragement formerly given to the trade was stopped. Cf. Choix de rapports, opinions et 
discours prononcés à la tribune nationale depuis 1789 (Paris, 1821), XIV. 425; quoted in Cochin, THE RESULTS OF 
EMANCIPATION (Booth’s translation, 1863), pages 33, 35-8.
853. Cochin, THE RESULTS OF EMANCIPATION (Booth’s translation, 1863), pages 42-7.
854. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1815-6, page 196.
855. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1815-6, pages 195-9, 292-3; 1816-7, page 755. It was eventually confirmed by royal 
ordinance, and the law of April 15, 1818.
856. STATUTE 28 GEORGE III., ch. 54. Cf. STATUTE 29 GEORGE III., ch. 66.
857. Various petitions had come in praying for an abolition of the slave-trade; and by an order in Council, Feb. 11, 1788, a committee 
of the Privy Council was ordered to take evidence on the subject. This committee presented an elaborate report in 1789. See 
published REPORT, London, 1789.

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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of the abolition of the trade.858 It was, accordingly, called up
by Wilberforce, and a remarkable parliamentary battle ensued,
which lasted continuously until 1805. The Grenville-Fox ministry
now espoused the cause. This ministry first prohibited the trade
with such colonies as England had acquired by conquest during
the Napoleonic wars; then, in 1806, they prohibited the foreign
slave-trade; and finally, March 25, 1807, enacted the total
abolition of the traffic.859

Thomas Clarkson. AN ESSAY ON THE COMPARATIVE EFFICIENCY OF REGULATION OR ABOLITION, AS APPLIED TO 
THE SLAVE TRADE. SHEWING THAT THE LATTER ONLY CAN REMOVE THE EVILS TO BE FOUND IN THAT COMMERCE. 
London, 1789.

CONSTITUTION OF A SOCIETY FOR ABOLISHING THE SLAVE-TRADE. WITH SEVERAL ACTS OF THE LEGISLATURES 
OF THE STATES OF MASSACHUSETTS, CONNECTICUT AND RHODE-ISLAND, FOR THAT PURPOSE. Printed by John 
Carter. Providence, 1789.

Robert Norris. A SHORT ACCOUNT OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE. A NEW EDITION CORRECTED. London, 1789.

858. For the history of the Parliamentary struggle, cf. Clarkson’s and Copley’s histories. The movement was checked in the House 
of Commons in 1789, 1790, and 1791. In 1792 the House of Commons resolved to abolish the trade in 1796. The Lords postponed 
the matter to take evidence. A bill to prohibit the foreign slave-trade was lost in 1793, passed the next session, and was lost in the 
House of Lords. In 1795, 1796, 1798, and 1799 repeated attempts to abolish the trade were defeated. The matter then rested until 
1804, when the battle was renewed with more success.
859. STATUTE 46 GEORGE III., ch. 52, 119; 47 GEORGE III., sess. I. ch. 36.

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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From this point into 1792, the Reverend William Paley would be actively opposing the international slave 
trade.

“EMANCIPATION IN THE BRITISH WEST INDIES”: It is a creditable incident in
the history, that when, in 1789, the first privy-council report
of evidence on the trade, a bulky folio, (embodying all the facts
which the London Committee had been engaged for years in
collecting, and all the examinations before the council,) was
presented to the House of Commons, a late day being named for the
discussion, in order to give members time, — Mr. Wilberforce, Mr.
Pitt, the prime minister, and other gentlemen, took advantage of
the postponement, to retire into the country, to read the report.
For months and years the bill was debated, with some consciousness
of the extent of its relations by the first citizens of England,
the foremost men of the earth; every argument was weighed, every
particle of evidence was sifted, and laid in the scale; and, at
last, the right triumphed, the poor man was vindicated, and the
oppressor was flung out. I know that England has the advantage of
trying the question at a wide distance from the spot where the
nuisance exists: the planters are not, excepting in rare
examples, members of the legislature. The extent of the empire,
and the magnitude and number of other questions crowding into
court, keep this one in balance, and prevent it from obtaining
that ascendency, and being urged with that intemperance, which a
question of property tends to acquire. There are causes in the
composition of the British legislature, and the relation of its
leaders to the country and to Europe, which exclude much that is
pitiful and injurious in other legislative assemblies. From these
reasons, the question was discussed with a rare independence and
magnanimity. It was not narrowed down to a paltry electioneering
trap, and, I must say, a delight in justice, an honest tenderness
for the poor negro, for man suffering these wrongs, combined with
the national pride, which refused to give the support of English
soil, or the protection of the English flag, to these disgusting
violations of nature.
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January 7, Wednesday: The Constitution of the new federal union, ratified by all the formerly English seaboard 
colonies of North America except North Carolina and Rhode Island, on this day became effective.

RATIFICATIONS OF THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: The records of the proceedings in the
various State conventions are exceedingly meagre. In nearly all
of the few States where records exist there is found some
opposition to the slave-trade clause. The opposition was seldom
very pronounced or bitter; it rather took the form of regret,
on the one hand that the Convention went so far, and on the other
hand that it did not go farther. Probably, however, the
Constitution was never in danger of rejection on account of this
clause.
Extracts from a few of the speeches, pro and con, in various
States will best illustrate the character of the arguments. In
reply to some objections expressed in the Pennsylvania
convention, Wilson said, December 3, 1787: “I consider this as
laying the foundation for banishing slavery out of this country;
and though the period is more distant than I could wish, yet it
will produce the same kind, gradual change, which was pursued
in Pennsylvania.”860 Robert Barnwell declared in the South
Carolina convention, January 17, 1788, that this clause
“particularly pleased” him. “Congress,” he said, “has guarantied

December 8, 1787 Delaware YES= 30 NO= 0

December 12, 1787 Pennsylvania YES= 46 NO= 23

December 18, 1787 New Jersey YES= 38 NO= 0

January 2, 1788 Georgia YES= 26 NO= 0

January 8, 1788 Connecticut YES=128 NO= 40

February 6, 1788 Massachusetts YES=187 NO=168

April 28, 1788 Maryland YES= 63 NO= 11

May 23, 1788 South Carolina YES=149 NO= 73

June 21, 1788 New Hampshire YES= 57 NO= 47

June 25, 1788 Virginia YES= 89 NO= 79

July 26, 1788 New York YES= 30 NO= 27

860. Elliot, DEBATES, II. 452.
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this right for that space of time, and at its expiration may
continue it as long as they please. This question then arises —
What will their interest lead them to do? The Eastern States,
as the honorable gentleman says, will become the carriers of
America. It will, therefore, certainly be their interest to
encourage exportation to as great an extent as possible; and if
the quantum of our products will be diminished by the
prohibition of negroes, I appeal to the belief of every man,
whether he thinks those very carriers will themselves dam up the
sources from whence their profit is derived. To think so is so
contradictory to the general conduct of mankind, that I am of
opinion, that, without we ourselves put a stop to them, the
traffic for negroes will continue forever.”861

In Massachusetts, January 30, 1788, General Heath said: “The
gentlemen who have spoken have carried the matter rather too far
on both sides. I apprehend that it is not in our power to do
anything for or against those who are in slavery in the southern
States.... Two questions naturally arise, if we ratify the
Constitution: Shall we do anything by our act to hold the blacks
in slavery? or shall we become partakers of other men’s sins? I
think neither of them. Each State is sovereign and independent
to a certain degree, and they have a right, and will regulate
their own internal affairs, as to themselves appears proper.”862

Iredell said, in the North Carolina convention, July 26, 1788:
“When the entire abolition of slavery takes place, it will be
an event which must be pleasing to every generous mind, and every
friend of human nature.... But as it is, this government is nobly
distinguished above others by that very provision.”863

Of the arguments against the clause, two made in the
Massachusetts convention are typical. The Rev. Mr. Neal said,
January 25, 1788, that “unless his objection [to this clause]
was removed, he could not put his hand to the Constitution.”864

General Thompson exclaimed, “Shall it be said, that after we
have established our own independence and freedom, we make
slaves of others?”865 Mason, in the Virginia convention, June 15,
1788, said: “As much as I value a union of all the states, I
would not admit the Southern States into the Union unless they
agree to the discontinuance of this disgraceful trade.... Yet
they have not secured us the property of the slaves we have
already. So that ‘they have done what they ought not to have
done, and have left undone what they ought to have done.’”866

Joshua Atherton, who led the opposition in the New Hampshire
convention, said: “The idea that strikes those who are opposed
to this clause so disagreeably and so forcibly is, — hereby it
is conceived (if we ratify the Constitution) that we become
consenters to and partakers in the sin and guilt of this abominable
traffic, at least for a certain period, without any positive
stipulation that it shall even then be brought to an end.”867

861. Elliot, DEBATES, IV. 296-7.
862. Published in DEBATES OF THE MASSACHUSETTS CONVENTION, 1788, page 217 ff.
863. Elliot, DEBATES, IV. 100-1.
864. Published in DEBATES OF THE MASSACHUSETTS CONVENTION, 1788, page 208.
865. Ibid.
866. Elliot, DEBATES, III. 452-3.
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In the South Carolina convention Lowndes, January 16, 1788,
attacked the slave-trade clause. “Negroes,” said he, “were our
wealth, our only natural resource; yet behold how our kind
friends in the north were determined soon to tie up our hands,
and drain us of what we had! The Eastern States drew their means
of subsistence, in a great measure, from their shipping; and,
on that head, they had been particularly careful not to allow
of any burdens.... Why, then, call this a reciprocal bargain,
which took all from one party, to bestow it on the other!”868

In spite of this discussion in the different States, only one
State, Rhode Island, went so far as to propose an amendment
directing Congress to “promote and establish such laws and
regulations as may effectually prevent the importation of slaves
of every description, into the United States.”869

As in the Federal Convention, so in the State conventions, it
is noticeable that the compromise was accepted by the various
States from widely different motives.870 Nevertheless, these
motives were not fixed and unchangeable, and there was still
discernible a certain underlying agreement in the dislike of
slavery. One cannot help thinking that if the devastation of the
late war had not left an extraordinary demand for slaves in the
South, —if, for instance, there had been in 1787 the same
plethora in the slave-market as in 1774,— the future history of
the country would have been far different. As it was, the twenty-
one years of laissez-faire were confirmed by the States, and the
nation entered upon the constitutional period with the slave-
trade legal in three States,871 and with a feeling of quiescence
toward it in the rest of the Union.

February 3, Tuesday: Delaware prohibited its citizens from participation in some forms of slavetrading, but without 
either doing away with slavery or interfering with purchases and sales of human beings so long as these were 
kept local, that is, remained entirely within the state. –Well, half a loaf is better than no bread at all, right?

“An additional Supplementary ACT to an act, intituled, An act to prevent the
exportation of slaves, and for other purposes.”
“Whereas it is inconsistent with that spirit of general liberty
which pervades the constitution of this state, that vessels
should be fitted out, or equipped, in any of the ports thereof,

867. Walker, FEDERAL CONVENTION OF NEW HAMPSHIRE, Appendix 113; Elliot, Debates, II. 203.
868. Elliot, DEBATES, IV. 273.
869. Updike’s MINUTES, in Staples, RHODE ISLAND IN THE CONTINENTAL CONGRESS, pages 657-8, 674-9. Adopted by a majority 
of one in a convention of seventy.
870. In five States I have found no mention of the subject (Delaware, New Jersey, Georgia, Connecticut, and Maryland). In the 
Pennsylvania convention there was considerable debate, partially preserved in Elliot’s and Lloyd’s DEBATES. In the Massachusetts 
convention the debate on this clause occupied a part of two or three days, reported in published debates. In South Carolina there 
were several long speeches, reported in Elliot’s DEBATES. Only three speeches made in the New Hampshire convention seem to be 
extant, and two of these are on the slave-trade: cf. Walker and Elliot. The Virginia convention discussed the clause to considerable 
extent: see Elliot. The clause does not seem to have been a cause of North Carolina’s delay in ratification, although it occasioned 
some discussion: see Elliot. In Rhode Island “much debate ensued,” and in this State alone was an amendment proposed: see Staples, 
RHODE ISLAND IN THE CONTINENTAL CONGRESS. In New York the Committee of the Whole “proceeded through sections 8, 9 ... 
with little or no debate”: Elliot, DEBATES, II. 406.

871. South Carolina, Georgia, and North Carolina. North Carolina had, however, a prohibitive duty.
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for the purpose of receiving and transporting the natives of
Africa to places where they are held in slavery; or that any
acts should be deemed lawful, which tend to encourage or promote
such iniquitous traffic among us:

§ 1. “Be it therefore enacted by the General Assembly of Delaware, That if any
owner or owners, master, agent, or factor, shall fit out, equip,
man, or otherwise prepare, any ship or vessel within any port
or place in this state, or shall cause any ship, or other vessel,
to sail from any port or place in this state, for the purpose
of carrying on a trade or traffic in slaves, to, from, or
between, Europe, Asia, Africa, or America, or any places or
countries whatever, or of transporting slaves to, or from, one
port or place to another, in any part or parts of the world;
such ship or vessel, her tackle, furniture, apparel, and other
appurtenances, shall be forfeited to this state.... And
moreover, all and every person and persons so fitting out ...
any ship or vessel ... shall severally forfeit and pay the sum
of Five Hundred Pounds;” one-half to the state, and one-half to
the informer.

§ 2. “And whereas it has been found by experience, that the act,
intituled, An act to prevent the exportation of slaves, and for other purposes, has not
produced all the good effects expected therefrom,” any one
exporting a slave to Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South
Carolina, Georgia, or the West Indies, without license, shall
forfeit £100 for each slave exported and £20 for each attempt.

§ 3. Slaves to be tried by jury for capital offences. LAWS OF
DELAWARE (edition of 1797), page 942, Chapter 194 b.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: The Border States, Virginia and
Maryland, strengthened their non-importation laws, Virginia
freeing illegally imported Negroes,872 and Maryland prohibiting
even the interstate trade.873 The Middle States took action
chiefly in the final abolition of slavery within their borders,
and the prevention of the fitting out of slaving vessels in their
ports. Delaware declared, in her Act of 1789, that “it is
inconsistent with that spirit of general liberty which pervades
the constitution of this state, that vessels should be fitted
out, or equipped, in any of the ports thereof, for the purpose
of receiving and transporting the natives of Africa to places
where they are held in slavery,”874 and forbade such a practice
under penalty of £500 for each person so engaged. The
Pennsylvania Act of 1788875 had similar provisions, with a
penalty of £1000; and New Jersey followed with an act in 1798.876

872. Virginia codified her whole slave legislation in 1792 (VIRGINIA STATUTES AT LARGE, New Series, I. 122), and amended her 
laws in 1798 and 1806 (VIRGINIA STATUTES AT LARGE, III. 251).
873. Dorsey, LAWS OF MARYLAND, 1796, I. 334.
874. LAWS OF DELAWARE, 1797 (Newcastle ed.), page 942, Chapter 194 b.
875. Dallas, LAWS, II. 586.
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February 20, Friday: At the meetinghouse of the Religious Society of Friends at the corner of Towne and Meeting 
Streets in Providence, Rhode Island, the Providence Society for the Abolition of the Slave Trade came into 
being and selected its first officers. David Howell (January 1, 1747-July 21, 1824) would be president, Friend 
Moses Brown would be treasurer, and Friend Thomas Arnold would be recording secretary. Also involved in 
the creation of this Society were the Reverend Samuel Hopkins, minister of the 1st Congregational Church at 
Newport, Friend William Rotch, prominent merchant of New Bedford, etc. The new society would function 
as a sort of non-official “District Attorney,” or “Special Prosecutor,” dedicated to bringing before the bar of 
justice any violators of the ban that had been enacted by the General Assembly in 1787 against taking part in 
the international slave trade.

According to Mack Thompson’s MOSES BROWN, RELUCTANT REFORMER (Chapel Hill NC: U of North 
Carolina P, 1962, pages 195-6):

He already had a plan, drawn up in 1786, modeled after similar
organizations in America and England. There were many people in
the state eager to emulate their friends in New-York and
Philadelphia. Meetings were held in Providence during January
1789, and on February 20, in the Friends’ meetinghouse, the
Providence Society for the Abolition of the Slave Trade was
officially organized with ex-Congressman David Howell as
president, Thomas Arnold, merchant and Friend, as secretary, and
Moses Brown as treasurer.877 Samuel Hopkins sent his
congratulations but objected to the title given the society as
being “too confined. It should, at least, be extended to the
whole state. And I think it ought not to be confined to the
Abolition of the Slave Trade. It ought to promote the freedom
of those now in slavery, and to assist those who are free, as
far as may be, to the enjoyment of the privileges of freemen,
and the comforts of life....”878

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: Meantime, in spite of the prohibitory
State laws, the African slave-trade to the United States
continued to flourish. It was notorious that New England traders
carried on a large traffic.879 Members stated on the floor of the
House that “it was much to be regretted that the severe and
pointed statute against the slave trade had been so little
regarded. In defiance of its forbiddance and its penalties, it

876. Paterson, DIGEST OF THE LAWS OF NEW JERSEY (1800), pages 307-13. In 1804 New Jersey passed an act gradually to abolish 
slavery. The legislation of New York at this period was confined to regulating the exportation of slave criminals (1790), and to 
passing an act gradually abolishing slavery (1799). In 1801 she codified all her acts.
877. See the announcements in the United States Chronicle, February 5, 12, 19, 26, 1789
878. The Reverend Samuel Hopkins to Friend Moses Brown, March 7, 1789, MOSES BROWN PAPERS (John Carter Brown Library, 
Providence, Volume VI, page 57)
879. Cf. Fowler, LOCAL LAW IN MASSACHUSETTS AND CONNECTICUT, etc., page 126.
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was well known that citizens and vessels of the United States
were still engaged in that traffic.... In various parts of the
nation, outfits were made for slave-voyages, without secrecy,
shame, or apprehension.... Countenanced by their fellow-
citizens at home, who were as ready to buy as they themselves
were to collect and to bring to market, they approached our
Southern harbors and inlets, and clandestinely disembarked the
sooty offspring of the Eastern, upon the ill fated soil of the
Western hemisphere. In this way, it had been computed that,
during the last twelve months, twenty thousand enslaved negroes
had been transported from Guinea, and, by smuggling, added to
the plantation stock of Georgia and South Carolina. So little
respect seems to have been paid to the existing prohibitory
statute, that it may almost be considered as disregarded by
common consent.”880

These voyages were generally made under the flag of a foreign
nation, and often the vessel was sold in a foreign port to escape
confiscation. South Carolina’s own Congressman confessed that
although the State had prohibited the trade since 1788, she “was
unable to enforce” her laws. “With navigable rivers running into
the heart of it,” said he, “it was impossible, with our means,
to prevent our Eastern brethren, who, in some parts of the Union,
in defiance of the authority of the General Government, have
been engaged in this trade, from introducing them into the
country. The law was completely evaded, and, for the last year
or two [1802-3], Africans were introduced into the country in
numbers little short, I believe, of what they would have been
had the trade been a legal one.”881 The same tale undoubtedly
might have been told of Georgia.

880. Speech of S.L. Mitchell of New York, Feb. 14, 1804: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 8th Congress, 1st Session, page 1000. Cf. also 
speech of Bedinger: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, pages 997-8.
881. Speech of Lowndes in the House, Feb. 14, 1804: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 8th Congress,, 1st Session, page 992. Cf. Stanton’s 
speech later: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress, 2d Session, page 240.
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Spring:  Olaudah Equiano, after buying his freedom, had relocated to England and become a hairdresser, and had then 
taken part in John Phipps’s expedition to find a northwest passage to India, and had then in 1775 involved 
himself in a project to set up a new slave plantation on the Caribbean coast of Central America (of course he 
felt bad for the black slaves and urged them to reconcile themselves to their plight). At this point his 
autobiographical THE INTERESTING NARRATIVE OF THE LIFE OF OLAUDAH EQUIANO, OR GUSTAVUS VASSA, 
THE AFRICAN was published by prior subscription in England.882
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The Reverend John Wesley had been one of the subscribers for the publication of said volume and would 
peruse the materials with great sympathy. Equiano recounted his childhood in Africa until his capture and 
enslavement, his subsequent sale to European traders, the horrors of the middle passage, his bondage in the 
United States, and his life on board British merchant vessels from 1758 to 1788 — first as a slave and later for 
hire.

882. Olaudah Equiano’s detailed account of his early life in Africa, although it is more substantial than what was offered by any 
similar black writer of the period, is such that it could have been fabricated out of mere borrowings from various published pieces 
of travel writing, and from white antislavery texts like those by Anthony Benezet. This is not to say that Equiano’s account is a 
fabrication; it is only to say that there is no detail in it that might be granted any probative weight. If, for instance, a person came 
into a police station to attempt to confess to a currently unsolved murder, but was able to provide the police only with details of the 
crime that had already been published in the news media and with no accurate further details (this does rather often happen), 
although the police would collect such testimony a competent District Attorney would not automatically on such a basis bring a 
charge of murder or discount other possible explanations.

SLAVERY
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May: An engraving, 12.5 x 21.5 inches, appeared in The American Museum, the first successful American 
magazine: “Plan of an African Ship’s lower Deck, with Negroes in the proportion of not quite one to a Ton.” 
Human figures are laid out from stem to stern in compartments for men, women, boys, and girls. The sketch 
clearly shows the inhumane conditions of Africans sold into slavery who made the long voyage, known as the 
“Middle Passage,” across the Atlantic Ocean. A writer vividly described the terrible conditions aboard ship: 
“Here is presented to our view, one of the most horrid spectacles; a number of creatures, packed, side by side, 
almost like herrings in a barrel, and reduced nearly to the state of being buried alive, with just air enough to 
preserve a degree of life....”

This drawing has a history. In the previous year, the Dolben Act introduced by William Dolben, abolitionist 
and MP for Oxford University, had been passed by the British Parliament. This act had attempted to legislate 
an amelioration in the travel conditions of a cargo of slaves by restricting the number of slaves that could 
legally be carried according to a ship’s total weight in tons. To comply with the Act, Bristol’s biggest slave 
trader, James Jones, would need to reduce the cargos carried by his nine slave ships by nearly a quarter. 
This plan of the negrero Brookes had originated in a leaflet that had immediately been published by the 
Plymouth Committee of Abolitionists. The plan indicates how, to comply with the new regulations, black 
slaves were henceforth to be benevolently stowed into the hold. Since the Brookes was a 295-ton vessel, the 
slaves are here being legally “stowed in the proportion of not quite One to a Ton.” (On a previous voyage the 
Brookes was known to have transported a cargo of 609 human beings.)883

May 12, Tuesday: A Republican political club Society of St. Tammany was formed in New-York.

William Wilberforce made his initial speech in opposition to the international slave trade, advising the House 
of Commons that one out of every three of the African slaves landed in the West Indies were dying within a 
few months of arrival — many of them by suicide.

May 13, Wednesday: In the federal House of Representatives (where all federal revenue bills must originate) the idea 
of imposing a federal duty upon the importation of slaves was sent up the flagpole — but nobody saluted (one 
need not wonder why not).

A tax of $10 per head on slaves imported, moved by Parker of
883. There are more images of this sort available at <http://hitchcock.itc.virginia.edu/Slavery>.
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Virginia. After debate, withdrawn. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 1st
Congress, 1st session, pages 336-42.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois:  The attention of the national
government was early directed to slavery and the trade by the
rise, in the first Congress, of the question of taxing slaves
imported. During the debate on the duty bill introduced by
Clymer’s committee, Parker of Virginia moved, May 13, 1789, to
lay a tax of ten dollars per capita on slaves imported. He plainly
stated that the tax was designed to check the trade, and that
he was “sorry that the Constitution prevented Congress from
prohibiting the importation altogether.” The proposal was
evidently unwelcome, and caused an extended debate.884 Smith of
South Carolina wanted to postpone a matter so “big with the most
serious consequences to the State he represented.” Roger Sherman
of Connecticut “could not reconcile himself to the insertion of
human beings as an article of duty, among goods, wares, and
merchandise.” Jackson of Georgia argued against any restriction,
and thought such States as Virginia “ought to let their
neighbors get supplied, before they imposed such a burden upon
the importation.” Tucker of South Carolina declared it “unfair
to bring in such an important subject at a time when debate was
almost precluded,” and denied the right of Congress to “consider
whether the importation of slaves is proper or not.”
Mr. Parker was evidently somewhat abashed by this onslaught of
friend and foe, but he “had ventured to introduce the subject
after full deliberation, and did not like to withdraw it.” He
desired Congress, “if possible,” to “wipe off the stigma under
which America labored.” This brought Jackson of Georgia again
to his feet. He believed, in spite of the “fashion of the day,”
that the Negroes were better off as slaves than as freedmen, and
that, as the tax was partial, “it would be the most odious tax
Congress could impose.” Such sentiments were a distinct advance
in pro-slavery doctrine, and called for a protest from Madison
of Virginia. He thought the discussion proper, denied the
partiality of the tax, and declared that, according to the
spirit of the Constitution and his own desire, it was to be hoped
“that, by expressing a national disapprobation of this trade,
we may destroy it, and save ourselves from reproaches, and our
posterity the imbecility ever attendant on a country filled with
slaves.” Finally, to Burke of South Carolina, who thought “the
gentlemen were contending for nothing,” Madison sharply
rejoined, “If we contend for nothing, the gentlemen who are
opposed to us do not contend for a great deal.”
It now became clear that Congress had been whirled into a
discussion of too delicate and lengthy a nature to allow its
further prolongation. Compromising councils prevailed; and it
was agreed that the present proposition should be withdrawn and
a separate bill brought in. This bill was, however, at the next
session dexterously postponed “until the next session of

884. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 1st Congress, 1st Session, pages 336-41.
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Congress.”885

September 19, Saturday: In the federal House of Representatives (where all federal revenue bills must originate) the 
idea of regulating the importation of slaves prior to the year 1808 was reported out of committee but then 
immediately got dropped on the floor. This was an idea whose time had not come. 

A committee under Parker of Virginia reported to the floor “a
bill concerning the importation of certain persons prior to the
year 1808.” The bill was read once and then postponed until next
session. HOUSE JOURNAL (reprint of 1826), 1st Congress, 1st
session, I. 37, 114; ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 1st Congress, 1st session,
pages 366, 903.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: Of the twenty years from 1787 to 1807
it can only be said that they were, on the whole, a period of
disappointment so far as the suppression of the slave-trade was
concerned. Fear, interest, and philanthropy united for a time
in an effort which bade fair to suppress the trade; then the
real weakness of the constitutional compromise appeared, and the
interests of the few overcame the fears and the humanity of the
many.

885. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 1st Congress, 1st Session, page 903.
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At the age of 17, the enslaved John Jea began to preach the Christian faith. He would soon obtained 
manumission papers and become both a sailor, upon the Atlantic Ocean, and an itinerant preacher, most closely 
affiliated with Methodism.

From a “discourse” delivered by the Rev. James Dana of the First Congregational Church in New Haven to 
the Connecticut Society for the Promotion of Freedom:

... Wretched as you may suppose their condition was in Africa,
the nefarious commerce of foreigners may have been the principle
cause of that wretchedness.
... The imaginary expectation that death may transport them to
their own country is their chief consolation.... Their cries
will sooner or later reach the ears of him to whom vengeance
belongeth.

1790
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In a French memoir of this year we find the following benevolently exploitative racial sentiment:

At about this time, a French captain of a sailing vessel, in reaction to news from Paris that some supporters of 
free mulatto slavemasters had organized a Société des Amis des Noirs, proclaimed himself to be “l’Ami des 
Hommes.” What this captain meant by his self-descriptive phrase we may infer as we peruse his ship’s 
manifest of cargo: slaves from Africa destined for the cane plantations of the French Caribbean. The man was 
captain of a negrero engaged in the international slave trade.

Bear in mind that there was a peculiarity in the situation of the USA and of Haiti at this time. As has been 
commented on a number of times, “Americans had recently been rebels, were noted in the world as such, and 
knew it.” The USA, a democracy in a world still dominated by blood aristocrats, a republic in an era still ruled 
by absolute monarchs, was being considered an outlaw nation, a pariah state. Haiti, a nation 90% enslaved, by 
way of extreme contrast was being considered a model of perfect appropriateness and decorum! 

In this year the free men of color in Haiti protested that they were “a class of men born French, but degraded 
by cruel and vile prejudices and laws.”

A Frenchman of this Saint-Domingue colony, where some 90% of the population was enslaved, wrote home 

It is perhaps not impossible to civilize the Negro, to bring him
to principles and make a man out of him: there would be more to
gain than to buy and sell him.

The events that shook up Saint-Domingue from 1791 to 1804 constituted
a sequence for which not even the extreme political left in France
or in England had a conceptual frame of reference. They were
“unthinkable” facts in the framework of Western thought. Pierre
Bourdieu defines the unthinkable as that for which one has no adequate
instruments to conceptualize. He writes: “In the unthinkable of an
epoch, there is all that one cannot think for want of ethical or
political inclinations that predispose to take it in account or in
consideration, but also that which one cannot think for want of
instruments of thought such as problematics, concepts, methods,
techniques.” The unthinkable is that which one cannot conceive within
the range of possible alternatives, that which perverts all answers
because it defies the terms under which the questions were phrased.
In that sense, the Haitian Revolution was unthinkable in its time:
it challenged the very framework within which proponents and
opponents had examined race, colonialism, and slavery in the
Americas.
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to reassure his wife and, perhaps, to reassure himself:

This nation’s revolt against French rule gave George Washington a chance to put our own nation’s money 
where its heart was. The federal administration loaned hundreds of thousands of dollars to the French planters, 
to help them put down this revolt among their black charges.

Why did we behave in this manner? Well, bear in mind that the officially registered commerce of Haiti with 
France alone –leaving out of consideration all the trade with all the other countries and leaving out of 
consideration all smuggling– was equal to the total trade of the USA with all of the world. Haiti was one big 
deal. The US needed some 500 ships just for its trade with this one island, and that number was on the rise 
toward 600 and more! Before Thomas Jefferson imposed his embargo against all American shipping to the 
new black republic, the US had been this island’s most important trading partner. Commerce with this island 
was foundational to the economic prosperity of the New England and the Middle Atlantic states. This island 
received at least a tenth of all American exports. Only Great Britain itself received a greater percentage of our 
foreign commerce.

February 11, Thursday: In New-York, James Madison, Jr. addressed the federal congress in regard to the funding 
proposals of Secretary of the Treasury Alexander Hamilton.

The federal congress was petitioned by the Religious Society of Friends, as the Continental Congress had been 
petitioned, to end our nation’s participation in the international slave trade.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: It is doubtful if Congress of its own
initiative would soon have resurrected the matter, had not a new
anti-slavery weapon appeared in the shape of urgent petitions
from abolition societies. The first petition, presented February
11, 1790,886 was from the same interstate Yearly Meeting of
Friends which had formerly petitioned the Confederation
Congress.887 They urged Congress to inquire “whether,
notwithstanding such seeming impediments, it be not in reality
within your power to exercise justice and mercy, which, if
adhered to, we cannot doubt, must produce the abolition of the
slave trade,” etc. Another Quaker petition from New York was
also presented,888 and both were about to be referred, when Smith
of South Carolina objected, and precipitated a sharp debate.889

886. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 1st Congress, 2d Session, pages 1182-3.
887. JOURNALS OF CONGRESS, 1782-3, pages 418-9. Cf. above, pages 56-57.
888. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 1st Congress, 2d Session, page 1184.

“There is no movement among our Negroes.... They don’t even think of it. They are very tranquil and
obedient. A revolt among them is impossible.”
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This debate had a distinctly different tone from that of the
preceding one, and represents another step in pro-slavery
doctrine. The key-note of these utterances was struck by Stone
of Maryland, who “feared that if Congress took any measures
indicative of an intention to interfere with the kind of
property alluded to, it would sink it in value very
considerably, and might be injurious to a great number of the
citizens, particularly in the Southern States. He thought the
subject was of general concern, and that the petitioners had no
more right to interfere with it than any other members of the
community. It was an unfortunate circumstance, that it was the
disposition of religious sects to imagine they understood the
rights of human nature better than all the world besides.”
In vain did men like Madison disclaim all thought of
unconstitutional “interference,” and express only a desire to
see “If anything is within the Federal authority to restrain
such violation of the rights of nations and of mankind, as is
supposed to be practised in some parts of the United States.” A
storm of disapproval from Southern members met such sentiments.
“The rights of the Southern States ought not to be threatened,”
said Burke of South Carolina. “Any extraordinary attention of
Congress to this petition,” averred Jackson of Georgia, would
put slave property “in jeopardy,” and “evince to the people a
disposition towards a total emancipation.” Smith and Tucker of
South Carolina declared that the request asked for
“unconstitutional” measures. Gerry of Massachusetts, Hartley of
Pennsylvania, and Lawrence of New York rather mildly defended
the petitioners; but after considerable further debate the
matter was laid on the table.
The very next day, however, the laid ghost walked again in the
shape of another petition from the “Pennsylvania Society for
promoting the Abolition of Slavery,” signed by its venerable
president, Benjamin Franklin. This petition asked Congress to
“step to the very verge of the power vested in you for
discouraging every species of traffic in the persons of our
fellow-men.”890 Hartley of Pennsylvania called up the memorial
of the preceding day, and it was read a second time and a motion
for commitment made. Plain words now came from Tucker of South
Carolina. “The petition,” he said, “contained an
unconstitutional request.” The commitment would alarm the South.
These petitions were “mischievous” attempts to imbue the slaves
with false hopes. The South would not submit to a general
emancipation without “civil war.” The commitment would “blow the
trumpet of sedition in the Southern States,” echoed his
colleague, Burke. The Pennsylvania men spoke just as boldly.
Scott declared the petition constitutional, and was sorry that
the Constitution did not interdict this “most abominable”
traffic. “Perhaps, in our Legislative capacity,” he said, “we
can go no further than to impose a duty of ten dollars, but I
do not know how far I might go if I was one of the Judges of the
United States, and those people were to come before me and claim

889. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, pages 1182-91.
890. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 1st Congress, 2d Session, pages 1197-1205.
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their emancipation; but I am sure I would go as far as I could.”
Jackson of Georgia rejoined in true Southern spirit, boldly
defending slavery in the light of religion and history, and
asking if it was “good policy to bring forward a business at
this moment likely to light up the flame of civil discord; for
the people of the Southern States will resist one tyranny as
soon as another. The other parts of the Continent may bear them
down by force of arms, but they will never suffer themselves to
be divested of their property without a struggle. The gentleman
says, if he was a Federal Judge, he does not know to what length
he would go in emancipating these people; but I believe his
judgment would be of short duration in Georgia, perhaps even the
existence of such a Judge might be in danger.” Baldwin, his New-
England-born colleague, urged moderation by reciting the
difficulty with which the constitutional compromise was reached,
and declaring, “the moment we go to jostle on that ground, I
fear we shall feel it tremble under our feet.” Lawrence of New
York wanted to commit the memorials, in order to see how far
Congress might constitutionally interfere. Smith of South
Carolina, in a long speech, said that his constituents entered
the Union “from political, not from moral motives,” and that “we
look upon this measure as an attack upon the palladium of the
property of our country.” Page of Virginia, although a slave
owner, urged commitment, and Madison again maintained the
appropriateness of the request, and suggested that “regulations
might be made in relation to the introduction of them [i.e.,
slaves] into the new States to be formed out of the Western
Territory.” Even conservative Gerry of Massachusetts declared,
with regard to the whole trade, that the fact that “we have a
right to regulate this business, is as clear as that we have any
rights whatever.”
Finally, by a vote of 43 to 11, the memorials were committed,
the South Carolina and Georgia delegations, Bland and Coles of
Virginia, Stone of Maryland, and Sylvester of New York voting
in the negative.891 A committee, consisting of Foster of New
Hampshire, Huntington of Connecticut, Gerry of Massachusetts,
Lawrence of New York, Sinnickson of New Jersey, Hartley of
Pennsylvania, and Parker of Virginia, was charged with the
matter, and reported Friday, March 5. The absence of Southern
members on this committee compelled it to make this report a
sort of official manifesto on the aims of Northern anti-slavery
politics. As such, it was sure to meet with vehement opposition
in the House, even though conservatively worded. Such proved to
be the fact when the committee reported. The onslaught to
“negative the whole report” was prolonged and bitter, the debate
pro and con lasting several days.892

891. HOUSE JOURNAL (reprinted 1826), 1st Congress, 2d Session, I. 157-8.
892. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 1st Congress, 2d Session, pages 1413-7.
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March 1, Monday: On March 1st in our national capital, New-York, the federal congress enacted a Census Act calling 
for a census every tenth year effective immediately. Domesday was an idea whose time had come. When 
conducted, this 1st US census revealed us to be a nation of 3,929,214 persons eligible to be counted.  When 
analyzed, the census data would indicate that our 13 states consisted of roughly 500,000 slaves and 3,500,000 
free citizens. About 92% of black Americans, with the Freeman household of Concord, Massachusetts being 
among the few exceptions, were enslaved.893

The census that would be completed by August 1st would list 7 members in this Freeman household on 
Brister’s Hill, although now we can identify but five: Brister, Fenda, Nancy, Amos, and Charlestown Edes. 
Whether Edes also had family or whether Brister and Fenda had additional children is unknown. These five 
persons definitely did not fit in among the enumerated roughly 500,000 American slaves, since they were no 
longer slaves, but then, again, they did not exactly fit in among the enumerated roughly 3,500,000 free citizens 
either — since it is quite a stretch to think of them as being treated as citizens.

Squire Duncan Ingraham, owner of the slave Cato Ingraham (or, we might say, “former owner and present 
master” — since in 1783 slavery had allegedly been done away with entirely in the sovereign state of 
Massachusetts, and for some 7 years there had been “no slaves in Massachusetts at all”), was in about this 
decade the most prominent citizen of Concord, having made his pile in part, but only in part, in the slave trade.
The indications of this census are that more than 90 out of 100 of the persons in the United States at this point 

893. The rise in manumissions in the post-Revolutionary period would increase the proportion of free black Americans to about 
13.5% by 1810, where it would remain through 1840. A decline in manumissions in the late antebellum period, combined with the 
lesser fecundity of free black Americans, would then move the free-to-enslaved proportion back down to about 11% when we 
reached the point of civil war:

Year % in Population

1790 8

1810 13.5

1840 13.5

1861 11

SLAVERY IN MASSACHUSETTS
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with identifiably French surnames were descended from Huguenot refugees, mainly in the 3d or 4th generation 
but with a few survivors of the 2d and 3d generation after flight still alive (for instance, Pierre Thoreau had 
represented the 1st generation of the Thoreaus, the generation that had fled from the Poitou-Charentes district 
of France in 1685 to find refuge in St. Hélier on the island of Jersey, the 2d generation had been represented 
by Philippe Thoreau (1720-1800), the 3d generation had been represented by Jean Thoreau who had come to 
America in 1773, and in Boston, John Thoreau had just been born as a member of the 4th cohort after the great 
diaspora that had begun during the 16th Century, and in 1817, Henry Thoreau would be born in Concord as a 
member of the 5th cohort of this diaspora). This figures out to be a little over 60,000 diaspora persons.

More on our 1st national census:

NEVER READ AHEAD! TO APPRECIATE MARCH 1ST, 1790 AT ALL ONE 
MUST APPRECIATE IT AS A TODAY (THE FOLLOWING DAY, TOMORROW, 
IS BUT A PORTION OF THE UNREALIZED FUTURE AND IFFY AT BEST).

THOREAU
LIFESPANS

HENRY’S
RELATIVES

The population of Massachusetts remained overwhelmingly English
in origin through the end of the eighteenth century. The first
census, in 1790, reported a total population of 378,556 in the
state. of those 373,187 were white and 5,369 “colored”
(presumably “Indians” and blacks); to each 100 white inhabitants,
there were only 1.4 “colored.” Of the 373,187 white residents,
354,528 (95%) were of English origin; 3.6 percent were Scots and
1 percent Irish, making a total of 99.6 percent from the British
Isles. French amounted to only 0.2 percent, Dutch to 0.1 percent.
Germans, “Hebrews,” and all other nationalities were represented
by less than one tenth of 1 percent.... Boston was growing again
after the decline brought about by years of Revolutionary
agitation; the 18,038 inhabitants reported in 1790, however, seem
a modest increase over the 1743 peak of 16,182, when the town was
the largest in British North America. The census reported forty
towns in the state with populations in excess of 2,000; those were
almost evenly divided between the coast and inland areas. The four
of these forty that exceeded 5,000 were, however, all seaports:
Boston, Salem (7,921), Gloucester (5,137), and Marblehead
(5,061). The situation was about to change radically and rapidly.
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March 22, Monday: Thomas Jefferson was sworn in as US Secretary of State.

According to the ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 1st Congress, 1st session, pages 82-83, the federal House of 
Representatives issued on this date a “Declaration of Powers.”

REPORT OF THE SELECT COMMITTEE.
That, from the nature of the matters contained in these
memorials, they were induced to examine the powers vested in
Congress, under the present Constitution, relating to the
Abolition of Slavery, and are clearly of opinion,

First. That the General Government is expressly restrained from
prohibiting the importation of such persons ‘as any of the
States now existing shall think proper to admit, until the year
one thousand eight hundred and eight.’

Secondly. That Congress, by a fair construction of the
Constitution, are equally restrained from interfering in the
emancipation of slaves, who already are, or who may, within the
period mentioned, be imported into, or born within, any of the
said States.

Thirdly. That Congress have no authority to interfere in the
internal regulations of particular States, relative to the
instructions of slaves in the principles of morality and
religion; to their comfortable clothing, accommodations, and
subsistence; to the regulation of their marriages, and the
prevention of the violation of the rights thereof, or to the
separation of children from their parents; to a comfortable
provision in cases of sickness, age, or infirmity; or to the
seizure, transportation, or sale of free negroes; but have the
fullest confidence in the wisdom and humanity of the
Legislatures of the several States, that they will revise their
laws from time to time, when necessary, and promote the objects
mentioned in the memorials, and every other measure that may
tend to the happiness of slaves.

Fourthly. That, nevertheless, Congress have authority, if they
shall think it necessary, to lay at any time a tax or duty, not
exceeding ten dollars for each person of any description, the
importation of whom shall be by any of the States admitted as
aforesaid.

Fifthly. That Congress have authority to regulate, or (so far
as it is or may be carried on by citizens of the United States,
for supplying foreigners), to interdict the African trade, and
to make provision for the humane treatment of slaves, in all
cases while on their passage to the United States, or to foreign
ports, so far as respects the citizens of the United States.

Sixthly. That Congress have also authority to prohibit
foreigners from fitting out vessels in any port of the United
States, for transporting persons from Africa to any foreign
port.

Seventhly. That the memorialists be informed, that in all cases
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to which the authority of Congress extends, they will exercise
it for the humane objects of the memorialists, so far as they
can be promoted on the principles of justice, humanity, and good
policy.

 * * * * *

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE.
First. That the migration or importation of such persons as any
of the States now existing shall think proper to admit, cannot
be prohibited by Congress, prior to the year one thousand eight
hundred and eight.

Secondly. That Congress have no authority to interfere in the
emancipation of slaves, or in the treatment of them within any
of the States; it remaining with the several States alone to
provide any regulation therein, which humanity and true policy
may require.

Thirdly. That Congress have authority to restrain the citizens
of the United States from carrying on the African trade, for the
purpose of supplying foreigners with slaves, and of providing,
by proper regulations, for the humane treatment, during their
passage, of slaves imported by the said citizens into the States
admitting such importation.

Fourthly. That Congress have authority to prohibit foreigners
from fitting out vessels in any port of the United States for
transporting persons from Africa to any foreign port.

Meanwhile New York was amending its 1788 “Act concerning slaves” to allow the “selling South” of any 
slave who had committed any sort of criminal offense.

“Whereas many inconveniences have arisen from the prohibiting
the exporting of slaves from this State. Therefore Be it enacted ...,
That where any slave shall hereafter be convicted of a crime
under the degree of a capital offence, in the supreme court, or
the court of oyer and terminer, and general gaol delivery, or a
court of general sessions of the peace within this State, it
shall and may be lawful to and for the master or mistress to
cause such slave to be transported out of this State,” etc. LAWS
OF NEW YORK, 1789-96 (edition of 1886), page 151.

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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July 14, Wednesday: In France this was, of course, the 1st anniversary of Bastille Day. Alexander von Humboldt and 
Georg Forster were in Paris for the celebration. Humboldt would return to his studies. Forster would join the 
revolution and, four years later, die in disgrace and misery.

At some point during this year a federal grand jury, in its first session, returned an indictment of murder against 
James DeWolf (1764-1837) of Bristol, son of Captain Mark Anthony DeWolf (1726-1792), for having thrown 

a woman overboard when she exhibited symptoms of the small pox. The indictment read “James DeWolf, not 
having the fear of God before his eyes, but being moved and seduced by the instigation of the Devil ... did 
feloniously, willfully and of his malice aforethought, with his hands clinch and seize in and upon the body of 
said Negro woman ... and did push, cast and throw her from out of said vessel into the Sea and waters of the 
Ocean, whereupon she then and there instantly sank, drowned and died.” 

The Family Crest
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(The murderous James DeWolf, protected of course by his influential uncle Simeon Potter and other family 
members, would never be required to answer to this indictment.)

In Providence, Rhode Island, per Volume 22, page 290 of the town records, John T. Clark on behalf of the firm 
of Clark & Nightingale, distillers engaged in the Triangular Trade, manumitted “Quam a Negro Man late a 
Servant to us for life”:

We wonder at the magnificent gentility of these white folks engaged in the Triangular Trade, in setting free 
this man of color who was their servant for life, and we also wonder — how old might Quam have been at the 
point at which he was thus made free?

TRIANGULAR TRADER

    ^ÇÉã tÄÄ `xÇ àÉ ã{É à{xyx cÜxyxÇàá y{tÄÄ vÉÅx à{tà jx VÄtÜ~x
9a|z{à|ÇztÄx ÉycÜÉä|wxÇvx |Ç à{xVÉâÇàç ÉycÜÉä|wxÇvx`xÜv{tÇàá? yÉÜ9 |Ç
VÉy|wxÜtà|ÉÇ Éy à{x fâÅ Éy Y|yàç fÑtÇ|y{ `|ÄÄxw WÉÄÄtÜá àÉ âá |Ç [tÇw Ñt|w
uç dâtÅ t axzÜÉ `tÇ Ätàx t fxÜätÇà àÉ âá yÉÜ Ä|yx 9 yÉÜ w|äxÜá Éà{xÜ zÉÉw
VÉÇy|wxÜtà|ÉÇá âá à{xÜxâÇàÉ ÅÉä|Çz? {täx ÅtÇâÅ|ààxw 9 áxà yÜxx? à{x át|w
axzÜÉ `tÇ ÇtÅxw dâtÅ {xÜxuç yÉÜ âá 9 ÉâÜ [x|ÜáA  exÄ|ÇÖâ|á{|Çz tÄÄ
VÄt|Å ÉÜ g|àÄx àÉ à{x yt|w axzÜÉ `tÇ {|á áxÜä|vxá ÉÜ _tuÉâÜ yÉÜxäxÜ
{xÜxtyàxÜ \Ç j|àÇxyá ã{xÜxÉy jx {täx {xÜxâÇàÉ áâuyáÜ|uxw ÉâÜ atÅxá tá
à{x Y|ÜÅ Éy ÉâÜ [Éâyx à{|á yÉâÜàxxÇà{ Wtç Éy ]âÄç? |Ç à{x çxtÜ Éy
ÉâÜ _ÉÜw bÇx à{ÉâytÇw fxäxÇ {âÇwÜxw 9 a|Çxàç‰‰
    VÄtÜ~9a|z{à|ÇztÄx
j|àÇxyá ftÅTÜÇÉÄw

SLAVERY
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William Cowper published his improvement on Alexander Pope’s version of Homer. When the widow Mary 
Unwin with whom he had been living long-term fell ill, the poet relapsed into another depression, one from 
which he would never fully recover.

A pamphlet was published in an attempt to get the people of Great Britain to abstain from West Indian cane 
sugar and rum, so as to abolish the international slave trade.894 It quoted the following, attributed as “Cowper’s 
Negro’s Complaint”:

Why did all-creating Nature
Make the plant for which we toil?
Sighs must fan it, Tears must water,
Sweat of ours must dress the soil.
Think ye Masters, iron-hearted,
Lolling at your jovial Boards,
Think how may Backs have smarted
For the Sweets your Cane affords!

During this year and the following one, the Sally, at this point owned by the DeWolf family of Bristol, Rhode 
Island, was making yet another slaving voyage to the coast of Africa.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: Meantime, in spite of the prohibitory
State laws, the African slave-trade to the United States
continued to flourish. It was notorious that New England traders
carried on a large traffic.895 Members stated on the floor of the
House that “it was much to be regretted that the severe and
pointed statute against the slave trade had been so little

1791

894. “Address to the People of Great Britain on the propriety of abstaining from West India Sugar and Rum,” M. Gurney et. al., 8th 
edition, No. 128 Holborn-Hill, 1791. Except for the decline in cane sugar production which was caused by the Haitian Revolution 
of 1791-1803, the island of Haiti being the world’s largest colonial producer, world production of sugar has not suffered more than 
an occasional hiccup in the course of five centuries.
895. Cf. Fowler, LOCAL LAW IN MASSACHUSETTS AND CONNECTICUT, etc., page 126.

TRIANGULAR TRADER
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regarded. In defiance of its forbiddance and its penalties, it
was well known that citizens and vessels of the United States
were still engaged in that traffic.... In various parts of the
nation, outfits were made for slave-voyages, without secrecy,
shame, or apprehension.... Countenanced by their fellow-
citizens at home, who were as ready to buy as they themselves
were to collect and to bring to market, they approached our
Southern harbors and inlets, and clandestinely disembarked the
sooty offspring of the Eastern, upon the ill fated soil of the
Western hemisphere. In this way, it had been computed that,
during the last twelve months, twenty thousand enslaved negroes
had been transported from Guinea, and, by smuggling, added to
the plantation stock of Georgia and South Carolina. So little
respect seems to have been paid to the existing prohibitory
statute, that it may almost be considered as disregarded by
common consent.”896

These voyages were generally made under the flag of a foreign
nation, and often the vessel was sold in a foreign port to escape
confiscation. South Carolina’s own Congressman confessed that
although the State had prohibited the trade since 1788, she “was
unable to enforce” her laws. “With navigable rivers running into
the heart of it,” said he, “it was impossible, with our means,
to prevent our Eastern brethren, who, in some parts of the Union,
in defiance of the authority of the General Government, have
been engaged in this trade, from introducing them into the
country. The law was completely evaded, and, for the last year
or two [1802-3], Africans were introduced into the country in
numbers little short, I believe, of what they would have been
had the trade been a legal one.”897 The same tale undoubtedly
might have been told of Georgia.

Olaudah Equiano’s THE INTERESTING NARRATIVE OF THE LIFE OF OLAUDAH EQUIANO OR GUSTAVUS VASSA, 
THE AFRICAN, WRITTEN BY HIMSELF was published in the United States. A two-volume work, it is considered 
the first major slave narrative in American literature and would be translated into several European languages 
and reprinted several times until and throughout the 19th Century. Although Equiano embraced Christianity 
and Englishness, contemporary critics have questioned the seriousness of his conversion and sometimes have 
been known to complain that his Christian rhetoric was tongue-in-cheek.

The French National Assembly granted Africans born of free parents in the French West Indies voting rights 
and the same privileges as all citizens. The 30,000 white citizens of Saint-Domingue (Haiti) prepared to 
secede. Free Africans and mulattoes revolted (by this point, it is believed, Henri Christophe, who was 
managing a hotel restaurant in Cap-Français, had been granted his freedom). Within a few months 2,000 
whites and 10,000 Africans had been killed. Sugar plantation mansions burned but 70,000 tons of cane sugar 
still were produced.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: The rôle which the great Negro

896. Speech of S.L. Mitchell of New York, Feb. 14, 1804: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 8th Congress, 1st Session, page 1000. Cf. also 
speech of Bedinger: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, pages 997-8.
897. Speech of Lowndes in the House, Feb. 14, 1804: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 8th Congress, 1st Session, page 992. Cf. Stanton’s 
speech later: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress, 2d Session, page 240.

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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Toussaint, called L’Ouverture, played in the history of the
United States has seldom been fully appreciated. Representing
the age of revolution in America, he rose to leadership through
a bloody terror, which contrived a Negro “problem” for the
Western Hemisphere, intensified and defined the anti-slavery
movement, became one of the causes, and probably the prime one,
which led Napoleon to sell Louisiana for a song, and finally,
through the interworking of all these effects, rendered more
certain the final prohibition of the slave-trade by the United
States in 1807.
From the time of the reorganization of the Pennsylvania
Abolition Society, in 1787, anti-slavery sentiment became
active. New York, New Jersey, Rhode Island, Delaware, Maryland,
and Virginia had strong organizations, and a national convention
was held in 1794. The terrible upheaval in the West Indies,
beginning in 1791, furnished this rising movement with an
irresistible argument. A wave of horror and fear swept over the
South, which even the powerful slave-traders of Georgia did not
dare withstand; the Middle States saw their worst dreams
realized, and the mercenary trade interests of the East lost
control of the New England conscience.

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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April 20, Wednesday: When William Wilberforce presented his initial bill in the House of Commons to abolish the 
international slave trade, it was easily defeated by 163 votes to 88.898

 The House of Commons has been prejudiced by the slave insurrection at Saint-Domingue and by similar 
revolts in Martinique and Dominica. Most of Wilberforce’s Tory colleagues were opposed to any restrictions 
on the slave trade and at first he and Friend Thomas Clarkson and Granville Sharp had to rely on the support 

898. Anna Letitia Barbauld would write a poem entitled “Epistle to William Wilberforce, Esq. On the Rejection of the Bill for 
Abolishing the Slave Trade,” which would in this year be published in London by J. Johnson. The bill would succeed in 1807.

“EMANCIPATION IN THE BRITISH WEST INDIES”: In 1791, Mr. Wilberforce
announced to the House of Commons, “We have already gained one
victory: we have obtained for these poor creatures the
recognition of their human nature, which, for a time, was most
shamefully denied them.” It was the sarcasm of Montesquieu, “it
would not do to suppose that negroes were men, lest it should turn
out that whites were not;” for, the white has, for ages, done what
he could to keep the negro in that hoggish state. His laws have
been furies.

READ THE FULL TEXT
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of Whigs such as Charles Fox, Richard Brinsley Sheridan, William Grenville, and Henry Peter Brougham.

Publication of a sermon on THE INJUSTICE AND IMPOLICY OF THE SLAVE TRADE AND OF THE SLAVERY OF AFRICANS 
... A SERMON (New Haven CT: Thomas and Samuel Green, by the Reverend Jonathan Edwards, D.D., in 
opposition to the continuation of the international slave trade:

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: Of the twenty years from 1787 to 1807
it can only be said that they were, on the whole, a period of
disappointment so far as the suppression of the slave-trade was
concerned. Fear, interest, and philanthropy united for a time
in an effort which bade fair to suppress the trade; then the

“EMANCIPATION IN THE BRITISH WEST INDIES”: In 1788, the House of Commons
voted Parliamentary inquiry. In 1791, a bill to abolish the trade
was brought in by Wilberforce, and supported by him, and by Fox,
and Burke, and Pitt, with the utmost ability and faithfulness;
resisted by the planters, and the whole West Indian interest, and
lost. During the next sixteen years, ten times, year after year,
the attempt was renewed by Mr. Wilberforce, and ten times defeated
by the planters. The king, and all the royal family but one, were
against it. These debates are instructive, as they show on what
grounds the trade was assailed and defended. Every thing
generous, wise, and sprightly is sure to come to the attack.
On the other part, are found cold prudence, barefaced
selfishness, and silent votes. But the nation was aroused to
enthusiasm. Every horrid fact became known.... In 1791, three
hundred thousand persons in Britain pledged themselves to abstain
from all articles of island produce. The planters were obliged to
give way; and in 1807, on the 25th March, the bill passed, and
the slave-trade was abolished.
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real weakness of the constitutional compromise appeared, and the
interests of the few overcame the fears and the humanity of the
many.

February 22, Sunday: The Reverend John Wesley was being read to before breakfast. He had been one of the 
subscribers to the slave narrative of Olaudah Equiano or Gustavus Vassa, and the resulting tract was the 
reading material which was beginning to be read that morning.

February 24, Tuesday: The Reverend John Wesley wrote one last letter, a letter of encouragement to a Member of 
Parliament, William Wilberforce, who had been converted under his ministry — who could resist a deathbed 
plea such as this?

Balam, February 24, 1791 
Dear Sir: 
Unless the divine power has raised you us to be as Athanasius
contra mundum, I see not how you can go through your glorious
enterprise in opposing that execrable villainy which is the
scandal of religion, of England, and of human nature. Unless God
has raised you up for this very thing, you will be worn out by
the opposition of men and devils. But if God be fore you, who
can be against you? Are all of them together stronger than God?
O be not weary of well doing! Go on, in the name of God and in
the power of his might, till even American slavery (the vilest
that ever saw the sun) shall vanish away before it. 
Reading this morning a tract wrote by a poor African [Olaudah
Equiano or Gustavus Vassa], I was particularly struck by that
circumstance that a man who has a black skin, being wronged or
outraged by a white man, can have no redress; it being a “law”
in our colonies that the oath of a black against a white goes
for nothing. What villainy is this? 
That he who has guided you from youth up may continue to
strengthen you in this and all things, is the prayer of, dear
sir, 
Your affectionate servant,
John Wesley
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Denmark ended its involvement in the international slave trade and, within its dominion, abolished human 
enslavement.

Paris sent an army to restore order in Saint-Domingue (Haiti), only to have its military commanders favor and 
support the rebellious slaves.

Governor Robert Brooke of St. Helena drew up a code of laws for the control and protection of slaves which 
limited the authority of the master and extended the authority of the magistrates. Further importation of slaves 
was forbidden.

Timothy Dexter’s 2d merchant vessel, the 153-ton Congress.

During this year and the following one, the Sally of Bristol, Rhode Island was making its final slaving voyage 
to the coast of Africa.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: Meantime, in spite of the prohibitory
State laws, the African slave-trade to the United States
continued to flourish. It was notorious that New England traders
carried on a large traffic.899 Members stated on the floor of the
House that “it was much to be regretted that the severe and
pointed statute against the slave trade had been so little
regarded. In defiance of its forbiddance and its penalties, it
was well known that citizens and vessels of the United States
were still engaged in that traffic.... In various parts of the
nation, outfits were made for slave-voyages, without secrecy,
shame, or apprehension.... Countenanced by their fellow-
citizens at home, who were as ready to buy as they themselves
were to collect and to bring to market, they approached our
Southern harbors and inlets, and clandestinely disembarked the
sooty offspring of the Eastern, upon the ill fated soil of the
Western hemisphere. In this way, it had been computed that,
during the last twelve months, twenty thousand enslaved negroes
had been transported from Guinea, and, by smuggling, added to
the plantation stock of Georgia and South Carolina. So little
respect seems to have been paid to the existing prohibitory
statute, that it may almost be considered as disregarded by
common consent.”900

These voyages were generally made under the flag of a foreign
nation, and often the vessel was sold in a foreign port to escape
confiscation. South Carolina’s own Congressman confessed that
although the State had prohibited the trade since 1788, she “was

1792

899. Cf. Fowler, LOCAL LAW IN MASSACHUSETTS AND CONNECTICUT, etc., page 126.
900. Speech of S.L. Mitchell of New York, Feb. 14, 1804: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 8th Congress, 1st Session, page 1000. Cf. also 
speech of Bedinger: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, pages 997-8.
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unable to enforce” her laws. “With navigable rivers running into
the heart of it,” said he, “it was impossible, with our means,
to prevent our Eastern brethren, who, in some parts of the Union,
in defiance of the authority of the General Government, have
been engaged in this trade, from introducing them into the
country. The law was completely evaded, and, for the last year
or two [1802-3], Africans were introduced into the country in
numbers little short, I believe, of what they would have been
had the trade been a legal one.”901 The same tale undoubtedly
might have been told of Georgia.

May: Connecticut strengthened its Act of 1788.

“An Act in addition to an Act, entitled ‘An Act to prevent the
Slave Trade.’”
This provided that persons directly or indirectly aiding or
assisting in slave-trading should be fined £100. All notes,
bonds, mortgages, etc., of any kind, made or executed in payment
for any slave imported contrary to this act, are declared null
and void. Persons removing from the State might carry away their
slaves. ACTS AND LAWS OF CONNECTICUT (edition of 1784), pages 412-3.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois:  In the Eastern States, where slavery
as an institution was already nearly defunct, action was aimed
toward stopping the notorious participation of citizens in the
slave-trade outside the State. The prime movers were the Rhode
Island Quakers. Having early secured a law against the traffic
in their own State, they turned their attention to others.
Through their remonstrances Connecticut, in 1788,902 prohibited
participation in the trade by a fine of £500 on the vessel, £50
on each slave, and loss of insurance; this act was strengthened
in 1792,903 the year after the Haytian revolt. Massachusetts,
after many fruitless attempts, finally took advantage of an
unusually bold case of kidnapping, and passed a similar act in
1788.904 “This,” says Belknap, “was the utmost which could be
done by our legislatures; we still have to regret the
impossibility of making a law here, which shall restrain our
citizens from carrying on this trade in foreign bottoms, and from
committing the crimes which this act prohibits, in foreign countries,
as it is said some of them have done since the enacting of these
laws.”905

Thus it is seen how, spurred by the tragedy in the West Indies,
the United States succeeded by State action in prohibiting the
slave-trade from 1798 to 1803, in furthering the cause of
abolition, and in preventing the fitting out of slave-trade
expeditions in United States ports. The country had good cause

901. Speech of Lowndes in the House, Feb. 14, 1804: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 8th Congress,, 1st Session, page 992. Cf. Stanton’s 
speech later: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress, 2d Session, page 240.
902. ACTS AND LAWS OF CONNECTICUT (ed. 1784), pages 368, 369, 388.
903. ACTS AND LAWS OF CONNECTICUT, page 412.
904. PERPETUAL LAWS OF MASSACHUSETTS, 1780-89, pages 235-6.
905. QUERIES RESPECTING SLAVERY, etc., in MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL SOCIETY COLLECTIONS, 1st Series, IV. 205.
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to congratulate itself. The national government hastened to
supplement State action as far as possible, and the prophecies
of the more sanguine Revolutionary fathers seemed about to be
realized, when the ill-considered act of South Carolina showed
the weakness of the constitutional compromise.

May 16, Wednesday: Ignaz Pleyel departed from London on his way to his home in Strasbourg.

I giuochi d’Agrigento, a dramma per musica by Giovanni Paisiello to words of Pepoli, was performed for the 
initial time, in the Teatro La Fenice of Venice.

Denmark presented itself with the honor, in perpetuity, of becoming the very 1st nation to abolish all 
participation by its citizens in the international slave trade. The Act abolishing Danish participation was to take 
effect from the end of 1802, in all its possessions.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: At the beginning of the nineteenth
century England held 800,000 slaves in her colonies; France,
250,000; Denmark, 27,000; Spain and Portugal, 600,000; Holland,
50,000; Sweden, 600; there were also about 2,000,000 slaves in
Brazil, and about 900,000 in the United States.906 This was the
powerful basis of the demand for the slave-trade; and against
the economic forces which these four and a half millions of
enforced laborers represented, the battle for freedom had to be
fought.
Denmark first responded to the denunciatory cries of the
eighteenth century against slavery and the slave-trade. In 1792,
by royal order, this traffic was prohibited in the Danish
possessions after 1802. The principles of the French Revolution
logically called for the extinction of the slave system by
France. This was, however, accomplished more precipitately than
the Convention anticipated; and in a whirl of enthusiasm
engendered by the appearance of the Dominican deputies, slavery
and the slave-trade were abolished in all French colonies
February 4, 1794.907 This abolition was short-lived; for at the
command of the First Consul slavery and the slave-trade was
restored in An X (1799).908 The trade was finally abolished by
Napoleon Bonaparte during the Hundred Days by a decree, March
29, 1815, which briefly declared: “À dater de la publication du
présent Décret, la Traite des Noirs est abolie.”909 The Treaty
of Paris eventually confirmed this law.910

In England, the united efforts of Sharpe, Clarkson, and
Wilberforce early began to arouse public opinion by means of
agitation and pamphlet literature. May 21, 1788, Sir William
Dolben moved a bill regulating the trade, which passed in July
and was the last English measure countenancing the traffic.911

906. Cf. Augustine Cochin, in Lalor, CYCLOPEDIA, III. 723.
907. By a law of Aug. 11, 1792, the encouragement formerly given to the trade was stopped. Cf. Choix de rapports, opinions et 
discours prononcés à la tribune nationale depuis 1789 (Paris, 1821), XIV. 425; quoted in Cochin, THE RESULTS OF 
EMANCIPATION (Booth’s translation, 1863), pages 33, 35-8.
908. Cochin, THE RESULTS OF EMANCIPATION (Booth’s translation, 1863), pages 42-7.
909. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1815-6, page 196.
910. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1815-6, pages 195-9, 292-3; 1816-7, page 755. It was eventually confirmed by royal 
ordinance, and the law of April 15, 1818.
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The report of the Privy Council on the subject in 1789912

precipitated the long struggle. On motion of Pitt, in 1788, the
House had resolved to take up at the next session the question
of the abolition of the trade.913 It was, accordingly, called up
by Wilberforce, and a remarkable parliamentary battle ensued,
which lasted continuously until 1805. The Grenville-Fox ministry
now espoused the cause. This ministry first prohibited the trade
with such colonies as England had acquired by conquest during
the Napoleonic wars; then, in 1806, they prohibited the foreign
slave-trade; and finally, March 25, 1807, enacted the total
abolition of the traffic.914

911. STATUTE 28 GEORGE III., ch. 54. Cf. STATUTE 29 GEORGE III., ch. 66.
912. Various petitions had come in praying for an abolition of the slave-trade; and by an order in Council, Feb. 11, 1788, a committee 
of the Privy Council was ordered to take evidence on the subject. This committee presented an elaborate report in 1789. See 
published REPORT, London, 1789.
913. For the history of the Parliamentary struggle, cf. Clarkson’s and Copley’s histories. The movement was checked in the House 
of Commons in 1789, 1790, and 1791. In 1792 the House of Commons resolved to abolish the trade in 1796. The Lords postponed 
the matter to take evidence. A bill to prohibit the foreign slave-trade was lost in 1793, passed the next session, and was lost in the 
House of Lords. In 1795, 1796, 1798, and 1799 repeated attempts to abolish the trade were defeated. The matter then rested until 
1804, when the battle was renewed with more success.
914. STATUTE 46 GEORGE III., ch. 52, 119; 47 GEORGE III., sess. I. ch. 36.
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December 17, Monday: Captain William Bligh brought his Providence and Assistant to St. Helena en route to Jamaica 
after a 2d South Seas voyage, and Governor Colonel Sir Robert Brooke had him greeted with a polite 13-gun 
salute from the Castle. He left some mountain rice seed for the inhabitants, and 10 breadfruit plants (that would 
succumb to lack of attention).

Virginia enacted “An Act to reduce into one, the several acts concerning slaves, free negroes, and mulattoes.”

§ 1. “Be it enacted ..., That no persons shall henceforth be slaves
within this commonwealth, except such as were so on the
seventeenth day of October,” 1785, “and the descendants of the
females of them.”

§ 2. “Slaves which shall hereafter be brought into this
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commonwealth, and kept therein one whole year together, or so
long at different times as shall amount to one year, shall be
free.”

§ 4. “Provided, That nothing in this act contained, shall be
construed to extend to those who may incline to remove from any
of the United States and become citizens of this, if within sixty
days after such removal, he or she shall take the following oath
before some justice of the peace of this commonwealth: ‘I, A.B., do
swear, that my removal into the state of Virginia, was with no intent of evading the laws for
preventing the further importation of slaves, nor have I brought with me any slaves, with an
intention of selling them, nor have any of the slaves which I have brought with me, been
imported from Africa, or any of the West India islands, since the first day of November,’”
1778, etc.

§ 53. This act to be in force immediately. STATUTES AT LARGE OF
VIRGINIA, NEW SERIES, I. 122.

December 21. Friday: South Carolina prohibited, until the turn of the year 1795, any further importation of Slaves 
from Africa, the West India Islands, or other places beyond sea, and also prohibited the importation or bringing 
in Slaves, or Negroes, Mulattoes, Indians, Moors or Mestizoes, bound for a term of years, from any of the 
United States or bordering countries, by land or by water (except for new settlers bringing along with them 
their slaves).

“Whereas, it is deemed inexpedient to increase the number of
slaves within this State, in our present circumstances and
situation;

§ 1. “Be it therefore enacted ..., That no slave shall be imported into
this State from Africa, the West India Islands, or other place
beyond sea, for and during the term of two years, commencing
from the first day of January next, which will be in the year
of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and ninety-three.”

§ 2. No slaves, Negroes, Indians, etc., bound for a term of
years, to be brought in from any of the United States or
bordering countries. Settlers may bring their slaves. Cooper,
STATUTES, VII. 431.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: In a few years [after the Haitian
revolution began] the growing sentiment had crystallized into
legislation. The Southern States took immediate measures to
close their ports, first against West India Negroes, finally
against all slaves. Georgia, who had had legal slavery only from
1755, and had since passed no restrictive legislation, felt
compelled in 1793915 to stop the entry of free Negroes, and in
1798916 to prohibit, under heavy penalties, the importation of

915. Prince, DIGEST OF THE LAWS OF GEORGIA, page 786; Marbury and Crawford, DIGEST OF THE LAWS OF GEORGIA, pages 440, 
442. The exact text of this act appears not to be extant. Section I. is stated to have been “re-enacted by the constitution.” Possibly 
this act prohibited slaves also, although this is not certain. Georgia passed several regulative acts between 1755 and 1793. Cf. Renne, 
COLONIAL ACTS OF GEORGIA, pages 73-4, 164, note.
916. Marbury and Crawford, DIGEST OF THE LAWS OF GEORGIA, page 30, § 11. The clause was penned by Peter J. Carnes of 
Jefferson. Cf. W.B. Stevens, HISTORY OF GEORGIA (1847), II. 501.
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all slaves. This provision was placed in the Constitution of the
State, and, although miserably enforced, was never repealed.
South Carolina was the first Southern State in which the
exigencies of a great staple crop rendered the rapid consumption
of slaves more profitable than their proper maintenance.
Alternating, therefore, between a plethora and a dearth of
Negroes, she prohibited the slave-trade only for short periods.
In 1788917 she had forbidden the trade for five years, and in
1792,918 being peculiarly exposed to the West Indian
insurrection, she quickly found it “inexpedient” to allow
Negroes “from Africa, the West India Islands, or other place
beyond sea” to enter for two years. This act continued to be
extended, although with lessening penalties, until 1803.919 The
home demand in view of the probable stoppage of the trade in
1808, the speculative chances of the new Louisiana Territory
trade, and the large already existing illicit traffic combined
in that year to cause the passage of an act, December 17,
reopening the African slave-trade, although still carefully
excluding “West India” Negroes.920 This action profoundly
stirred the Union, aroused anti-slavery sentiment, led to a
concerted movement for a constitutional amendment, and, failing
in this, to an irresistible demand for a national prohibitory
act at the earliest constitutional moment.
North Carolina had repealed her prohibitory duty act in 1790,921

but in 1794 she passed an “Act to prevent further importation
and bringing of slaves,” etc.922 Even the body-servants of West
India immigrants and, naturally, all free Negroes, were
eventually prohibited.923

917. Grimké, PUBLIC LAWS, page 466.
918. Cooper and McCord, STATUTES, VII. 431.
919. Cooper and McCord, STATUTES, VII. 433-6, 444, 447.
920. Cooper and McCord, STATUTES, VII. 449.
921. Martin, IREDELL’S ACTS OF ASSEMBLY, I. 492.
922. Martin, IREDELL’S ACTS OF ASSEMBLY, II. 53.
923. Cf. Martin, IREDELL’S ACTS OF ASSEMBLY, II. 94; LAWS OF NORTH CAROLINA (revision of 1819), I. 786.
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In Providence, Rhode Island, the Society for Abolishing the Slave Trade, which had in its lawsuits experienced 
a little legal success and a few legal setbacks, lapsed into inactivity (until 1821, when its President, David 
Howell, would bring it back to life).

Late January: The British slaver Samuel Gamble loaded his negrero Sandown, owned by an investment syndicate of 
London brokers and consigned to Joseph and Angus Kennedy, merchants of Kingston, Jamaica, in Greenwich 
(England?) for a voyage to the windward coast of Upper Guinea to purchase people for transshipment to 
Jamaica where they could be sold as slaves.

1793
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Early April: The British slaver Samuel Gamble took his negrero Sandown from Greenwich (England?) to the coast of 
Upper Guinea (the Rio Nunez region of present-day Sierra Leone) to purchase people for transshipment to 
Jamaica where they could be sold as slaves. Private traders such as Dr. James Walker and David Lawrence 
were in place there as middlemen, in the trade between African sellers and European buyers.
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Mid-June: The negrero Sandown of the slaver Samuel Gamble arrived on the coast of Upper Guinea (the Rio Nunez 
region of present-day Sierra Leone) too early to meet the peak season of the slave trade, and had to wait around 
in order to be able to accumulate a shipload of captives.924 The seamen of the crew would be exposed to the 
end of the rainy season and there was a probability that a number of them would die of the fever. This British 
captain thought little of Africa — a “country at variance with Mankind” and full of disagreeable wild beasts, 
enormous snakes, and an abundance of annoying insects. The animals of Africa indeed made such a racket that 
“there’s little if any sleep to be got so that a European richly deserves what he gains.” When he first had 
encountered Africans, in the Cape Verde islands, he had decided that they were “roguishly inclin’d from their 
Infancy.” The Africans he saw in the interior of Sierra Leone were even more offensive than that: “filthy and 
beastly as ugly” with “Miserable” houses, jealous, indolent, and “capable of depraved barbarity.” “A 
Philosopher,” he concludes “would here find an ample field to display his genius which may justly be term’d 
a Natural History of the Human Species in their Savage state.” However, Captain Gamble commented in all 
fairness that it was not only black Africans who were depraved: in Cork, Ireland he had seen that “People[,] 
Hogs[,] and Dogs all live in the same place” and probably ate “out of the same vessels.” The Irish women were 
worse off even than the African women, “us’d to a degree of barbarity carrying the manure on their backs to 
the land, while as of[ten] great idle fellows are looking on at their ease.”

924. In the 1790s, Americans traded in and commandeered the labor of captive Africans. These creatures were, and are, 
conventionally referred to in the US print culture as “slaves.” In the same timeframe, however Algerian Muslims were 
commandeering and trading in the labor of US sailors they were taking prisoner off the coast of North Africa. These creatures were, 
and are, being referred to in the US print culture as “captives.” The difference between being “slaves” and being “captives” was, 
and is, in part the difference between being black humans and being white humans, and in part the difference between being, on the 
one hand, naturalized and essentialized, and being, on the other hand, personalized and individualized: slaves are slaves because 
they are ontologically enslaved, while captives are merely captive because despite being ontologically “free” people, despite being 
individual agents with intact wills, they are temporarily being held against their intact will. Glenn Hendler has pointed out that a 
term such as “slave” effectively made the condition of enslavement inevitable, because it provided the totality of the identity of the 
persons so described. The term “captive,” on the other hand, disallowed this totalization and connoted both resisting intelligences 
operating against the enslaved condition, and the unnaturalness and injustice of the condition itself.
The insistence of (white) US writers in the 1790s on applying the term of art “captives” rather than the term of art “slaves” to their 
fellow citizens held by Moslems on the north coast of Africa should, I think, give us pause. Is it serving the purposes of 
communication, if we continue to accept such a nomenclature system, or is it instead a fertile source of miscommunication?
Here, describing as I do above the black Africans aboard a negrero as “captives” rather than as “slaves,” I am easily inverting the 
convention in order to draw attention to it.
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In Arabic, "Muslim" indicates someone who gives himself to Allah. The term "Moslem," also legitimate in Arabic, is very frequently mispronounced in the West as if it were "Mozlem," which would indicate a person who is evil and unjust. Westerners who are concerned that they might inadvertently give offense would be wise to make a point, therefore, of pronouncing "Muslim" rather than "Moslem."
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September 4, Wednesday: The British slaver Samuel Gamble observed that his crewmen were “become quite Peevish, 
fraxious, ill natur’d and Childish.” He confessed he was at a loss to know how to deal with them. His early 
arrival had not helped him in getting a cargo of humans on board such that he could arrive in Jamaica in good 
time when the sugar harvest began and when planters were most likely to buy slaves. Ideally, he should depart 
West African waters during November 1793 but the necessity of replacing dead crew with new people, his own 
illness, and difficulties in dealing with both European traders as well as African intermediaries meant that his 
many journeys inland and around the coast to facilitate the purchase of slaves had little effect. By November 
1793 he should have been able to secure a full complement of slaves, but this would not come about.
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A painting....:In “Barco Negrero” in 1976, Manuel Mendive used the X-ray vision of an artist to depict the contents of the interior decks of a slaver vessel.
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November 2, Saturday: At this point the negrero Sandown held just five slaves with “No Slaves coming down owing 
to a dispute in the Interior part of the Country.”

Mid-December: The British slaver Samuel Gamble had accumulated 40 black Africans but his negrero Sandown was 
still far short of its full load of 220 bodies. 
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Samuel Gamble’s negrero Sandown:Bruce L. Mouser, ed. _A Slaving Voyage to Africa and Jamaica: The Log ofthe Sandown, 1793-1794_. Bloomington and Indianapolis, 2002

A painting....:In “Barco Negrero” in 1976, Manuel Mendive used the X-ray vision of an artist to depict the contents of the interior decks of a slaver vessel.

Explanation:A "negrero" is a ship that transports slave cargo.
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December 19, Thursday: When, after a siege of four months, British and Spanish forces quit Toulon, French 
Republican forces took control of the town. Among the victorious troops was a commander of artillery from 
Corsica, Major Napoléon Bonaparte, who proceeded to round up hundreds of royalists in the town square and 
mow them down with his cannon. The important buildings of Toulon were destroyed.

Georgia prohibited the importation of negroes not from everywhere but from locations specifically 
enumerated.

“An act to prevent the importation of negroes into this state
from the places herein mentioned.” Title only. Re-enacted (?)
by the Constitution of 1798. Marbury and Crawford, DIGEST, page
442; Prince, DIGEST, page 786.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: In a few years [after the Haitian
revolution began] the growing sentiment had crystallized into
legislation. The Southern States took immediate measures to
close their ports, first against West India Negroes, finally
against all slaves. Georgia, who had had legal slavery only from
1755, and had since passed no restrictive legislation, felt
compelled in 1793925 to stop the entry of free Negroes, and in
1798926 to prohibit, under heavy penalties, the importation of
all slaves. This provision was placed in the Constitution of the
State, and, although miserably enforced, was never repealed.
South Carolina was the first Southern State in which the
exigencies of a great staple crop rendered the rapid consumption
of slaves more profitable than their proper maintenance.
Alternating, therefore, between a plethora and a dearth of
Negroes, she prohibited the slave-trade only for short periods.
In 1788927 she had forbidden the trade for five years, and in
1792,928 being peculiarly exposed to the West Indian
insurrection, she quickly found it “inexpedient” to allow
Negroes “from Africa, the West India Islands, or other place
beyond sea” to enter for two years. This act continued to be
extended, although with lessening penalties, until 1803.929 The
home demand in view of the probable stoppage of the trade in
1808, the speculative chances of the new Louisiana Territory
trade, and the large already existing illicit traffic combined
in that year to cause the passage of an act, December 17,
reopening the African slave-trade, although still carefully
excluding “West India” Negroes.930 This action profoundly
stirred the Union, aroused anti-slavery sentiment, led to a
concerted movement for a constitutional amendment, and, failing
in this, to an irresistible demand for a national prohibitory

925. Prince, DIGEST OF THE LAWS OF GEORGIA, page 786; Marbury and Crawford, DIGEST OF THE LAWS OF GEORGIA, pages 440, 
442. The exact text of this act appears not to be extant. Section I. is stated to have been “re-enacted by the constitution.” Possibly 
this act prohibited slaves also, although this is not certain. Georgia passed several regulative acts between 1755 and 1793. Cf. Renne, 
COLONIAL ACTS OF GEORGIA, pages 73-4, 164, note.
926. Marbury and Crawford, DIGEST OF THE LAWS OF GEORGIA, page 30, § 11. The clause was penned by Peter J. Carnes of 
Jefferson. Cf. W.B. Stevens, HISTORY OF GEORGIA (1847), II. 501.
927. Grimké, PUBLIC LAWS, page 466.
928. Cooper and McCord, STATUTES, VII. 431.
929. Cooper and McCord, STATUTES, VII. 433-6, 444, 447.
930. Cooper and McCord, STATUTES, VII. 449.

SLAVERY

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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act at the earliest constitutional moment.
North Carolina had repealed her prohibitory duty act in 1790,931

but in 1794 she passed an “Act to prevent further importation
and bringing of slaves,” etc.932 Even the body-servants of West
India immigrants and, naturally, all free Negroes, were
eventually prohibited.933

931. Martin, IREDELL’S ACTS OF ASSEMBLY, I. 492.
932. Martin, IREDELL’S ACTS OF ASSEMBLY, II. 53.
933. Cf. Martin, IREDELL’S ACTS OF ASSEMBLY, II. 94; LAWS OF NORTH CAROLINA (revision of 1819), I. 786.
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The capital of North Carolina, which had previously been located in New Bern, was moved to Raleigh and a 
state house was erected there (the structure would burn in 1831).

North Carolina prohibited “further importation and bringing of slaves and indented servants of colour into this 
state” whether by land or by water.

§ 1. “Be it enacted ..., That from and after the first day of May
next, no slave or indented servant of colour shall be imported
or brought into this state by land or water; nor shall any slave
or indented servant of colour, who may be imported or brought
contrary to the intent and meaning of this act, be bought, sold
or hired by any person whatever.”

§ 2. “Penalty for importing, £100 per slave; for buying or
selling, the same.”

§ 4. “Persons removing, travelling, etc., are excepted. The act
was amended slightly in 1796. Martin, IREDELL’S ACTS OF ASSEMBLY,
II. 53, 94.”

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: In a few years [after the Haitian
revolution began] the growing sentiment had crystallized into
legislation. The Southern States took immediate measures to
close their ports, first against West India Negroes, finally
against all slaves. Georgia, who had had legal slavery only from
1755, and had since passed no restrictive legislation, felt
compelled in 1793934 to stop the entry of free Negroes, and in
1798935 to prohibit, under heavy penalties, the importation of
all slaves. This provision was placed in the Constitution of the
State, and, although miserably enforced, was never repealed.
South Carolina was the first Southern State in which the
exigencies of a great staple crop rendered the rapid consumption
of slaves more profitable than their proper maintenance.
Alternating, therefore, between a plethora and a dearth of
Negroes, she prohibited the slave-trade only for short periods.
In 1788936 she had forbidden the trade for five years, and in
1792,937 being peculiarly exposed to the West Indian
insurrection, she quickly found it “inexpedient” to allow
Negroes “from Africa, the West India Islands, or other place
beyond sea” to enter for two years. This act continued to be

1794

934. Prince, DIGEST OF THE LAWS OF GEORGIA, page 786; Marbury and Crawford, DIGEST OF THE LAWS OF GEORGIA, pages 440, 
442. The exact text of this act appears not to be extant. Section I. is stated to have been “re-enacted by the constitution.” Possibly 
this act prohibited slaves also, although this is not certain. Georgia passed several regulative acts between 1755 and 1793. Cf. Renne, 
COLONIAL ACTS OF GEORGIA, pages 73-4, 164, note.
935. Marbury and Crawford, DIGEST OF THE LAWS OF GEORGIA, page 30, § 11. The clause was penned by Peter J. Carnes of 
Jefferson. Cf. W.B. Stevens, HISTORY OF GEORGIA (1847), II. 501.
936. Grimké, PUBLIC LAWS, page 466.
937. Cooper and McCord, STATUTES, VII. 431.

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY

HDT WHAT? INDEX
extended, although with lessening penalties, until 1803.938 The
home demand in view of the probable stoppage of the trade in
1808, the speculative chances of the new Louisiana Territory
trade, and the large already existing illicit traffic combined
in that year to cause the passage of an act, December 17,
reopening the African slave-trade, although still carefully
excluding “West India” Negroes.939 This action profoundly
stirred the Union, aroused anti-slavery sentiment, led to a
concerted movement for a constitutional amendment, and, failing
in this, to an irresistible demand for a national prohibitory
act at the earliest constitutional moment.
North Carolina had repealed her prohibitory duty act in 1790,940

but in 1794 she passed an “Act to prevent further importation
and bringing of slaves,” etc.941 Even the body-servants of West
India immigrants and, naturally, all free Negroes, were
eventually prohibited.942

Against his son’s will, John Adams arranged for President George Washington to appoint John Quincy Adams 
as Minister to the Netherlands, an appointment that sent him again across the Atlantic. 

Friend Moses Brown and Friend Samuel Rodman presented to President George Washington and Vice-
President John Adams a memorial in opposition to the international slave trade. The federal Congress passed 
an act prohibiting the trans-Atlantic trade. (When officials of the Newport customs district would begin to 
enforce this law in the subsidiary port of Bristol, this would interfere with the nefarious activities of Rhode 
Island slavetraders James DeWolf and Shearjashub Bourne. The slavetraders would lobby the government for 
the establishment of Bristol as a separate customs district and no longer subject to these out-of-control officials 
of the Newport customs district — who were actually daring to enforce this new law.)

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: Of the twenty years from 1787 to 1807
it can only be said that they were, on the whole, a period of
disappointment so far as the suppression of the slave-trade was
concerned. Fear, interest, and philanthropy united for a time
in an effort which bade fair to suppress the trade; then the
real weakness of the constitutional compromise appeared, and the
interests of the few overcame the fears and the humanity of the

938. Cooper and McCord, STATUTES, VII. 433-6, 444, 447.
939. Cooper and McCord, STATUTES, VII. 449.
940. Martin, IREDELL’S ACTS OF ASSEMBLY, I. 492.
941. Martin, IREDELL’S ACTS OF ASSEMBLY, II. 53.
942. Cf. Martin, IREDELL’S ACTS OF ASSEMBLY, II. 94; LAWS OF NORTH CAROLINA (revision of 1819), I. 786.
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many.

DO I HAVE YOUR ATTENTION? GOOD.

The Rhode Island schooner Dolphin made a round trip to the coast of Africa and brought 52 new slaves over 
the Middle Passage.

Meanwhile, back at home in Rhode Island, conditions in the whites-only factories along the Pawtucket River 
weren’t all that benevolent. Here is Samuel Slater, fulminating: “You call for yarn but think little about the 
means by which it is to be made such as the children.”943

The DeWolf Crest

xxxxxxxxxx “Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project
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A Kindness:This illustration represents the benevolent legal conditions *subsequent* to the act of the British Parliament of June 17, 1788 that allowed slaves under transportation more individual space.
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W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: Meantime, in spite of the prohibitory
State laws, the African slave-trade to the United States
continued to flourish. It was notorious that New England traders
carried on a large traffic.944 Members stated on the floor of the
House that “it was much to be regretted that the severe and
pointed statute against the slave trade had been so little
regarded. In defiance of its forbiddance and its penalties, it
was well known that citizens and vessels of the United States
were still engaged in that traffic.... In various parts of the
nation, outfits were made for slave-voyages, without secrecy,
shame, or apprehension.... Countenanced by their fellow-
citizens at home, who were as ready to buy as they themselves
were to collect and to bring to market, they approached our
Southern harbors and inlets, and clandestinely disembarked the
sooty offspring of the Eastern, upon the ill fated soil of the
Western hemisphere. In this way, it had been computed that,
during the last twelve months, twenty thousand enslaved negroes
had been transported from Guinea, and, by smuggling, added to
the plantation stock of Georgia and South Carolina. So little
respect seems to have been paid to the existing prohibitory
statute, that it may almost be considered as disregarded by
common consent.”945

These voyages were generally made under the flag of a foreign
nation, and often the vessel was sold in a foreign port to escape
confiscation. South Carolina’s own Congressman confessed that
although the State had prohibited the trade since 1788, she “was
unable to enforce” her laws. “With navigable rivers running into
the heart of it,” said he, “it was impossible, with our means,
to prevent our Eastern brethren, who, in some parts of the Union,
in defiance of the authority of the General Government, have
been engaged in this trade, from introducing them into the
country. The law was completely evaded, and, for the last year
or two [1802-3], Africans were introduced into the country in
numbers little short, I believe, of what they would have been
had the trade been a legal one.”946 The same tale undoubtedly
might have been told of Georgia.

February 4, Tuesday: Thomas Clarkson issued a pamphlet urging suppression of the international slave trade.

The French Assembly emancipated all slaves in French colonies:

The National Convention declares the abolition of Negro slavery
in all the colonies; in consequence it decrees that all men,
without distinction of color, residing in the colonies are
French citizens and will enjoy all the rights assured by the

943. Although I don’t know the date of this remark, it would seem appropriate to include it at this point: Friend Moses Brown, Rhode 
Island’s premiere industrialist, once commented contentedly that, since yarn was being manufactured by the labor of children from 
8 to 14 years old, “it is a near total saving of labor to the country.”
944. Cf. Fowler, LOCAL LAW IN MASSACHUSETTS AND CONNECTICUT, etc., page 126.
945. Speech of S.L. Mitchell of New York, Feb. 14, 1804: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 8th Congress, 1st Session, page 1000. Cf. also 
speech of Bedinger: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, pages 997-8.
946. Speech of Lowndes in the House, Feb. 14, 1804: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 8th Congress,, 1st Session, page 992. Cf. Stanton’s 
speech later: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress, 2d Session, page 240.
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constitution. It asks the Committee of Public Safety to make a
report as soon as possible on the measures that should be taken
to assure the execution of the present decree.
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HAIT

Eight months before, slavery had been locally abandoned at the French colony of Saint-Domingue in the 
Caribbean. Although the declaration of August 26, 1789 had proclaimed all men to be equal, it had taken five 
years for France to generally abolish slavery, until the influence of Robespierre on this day in the National 
Convention. (On the island of Guadeloupe, the only French colony for which this decree would become 
effective, eventually Napoleon Bonaparte would reinstitute slavery — slavery would be again abolished there, 
for the last time, in 1848.) Here is a recent report from “Dominique Chathuant” 
<Dominique.Chathuant@wanadoo.fr>: 

“My ancestor Toussaint Louverture, great-grandfather of my grandfather, was born in Guadeloupe around 
1800. He was slave #959 of the parish of Sainte-Rose. Like every new citizen, he went to the town hall of 
Sainte-Rose with his wife and their 5 children and received a name, given by a secretary who was probably 
surprised at all those former slaves he was being asked to consider to be citizens. My ancestor probably had 
to put his finger on a dictionary. He was given the name Chathuant, which comes from chat-huant (hooting 
cat), which is a variety of owls in western France. The French revolution formally renouncing human slavery  
in recognition of the de facto freedom which had been achieved by Haitian blacks under the leadership of their 
Creole commander. Soon these black warriors –at times more than 20,000 of them– would be fighting first 
alongside the French against the Spaniards who still controlled the eastern end of the island, and then alongside 
the French to repel a determined invasion by British forces.947

I
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W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: At the beginning of the nineteenth
century England held 800,000 slaves in her colonies; France,
250,000; Denmark, 27,000; Spain and Portugal, 600,000; Holland,
50,000; Sweden, 600; there were also about 2,000,000 slaves in
Brazil, and about 900,000 in the United States.948 This was the
powerful basis of the demand for the slave-trade; and against
the economic forces which these four and a half millions of
enforced laborers represented, the battle for freedom had to be
fought.
Denmark first responded to the denunciatory cries of the
eighteenth century against slavery and the slave-trade. In 1792,
by royal order, this traffic was prohibited in the Danish
possessions after 1802. The principles of the French Revolution
logically called for the extinction of the slave system by
France. This was, however, accomplished more precipitately than
the Convention anticipated; and in a whirl of enthusiasm
engendered by the appearance of the Dominican deputies, slavery
and the slave-trade were abolished in all French colonies
February 4, 1794.949 This abolition was short-lived; for at the
command of the First Consul slavery and the slave-trade was
restored in An X (1799).950 The trade was finally abolished by
Napoleon Bonaparte during the Hundred Days by a decree, March
29, 1815, which briefly declared: “À dater de la publication du
présent Décret, la Traite des Noirs est abolie.”951 The Treaty
of Paris eventually confirmed this law.952

In England, the united efforts of Sharpe, Clarkson, and
Wilberforce early began to arouse public opinion by means of
agitation and pamphlet literature. May 21, 1788, Sir William
Dolben moved a bill regulating the trade, which passed in July
and was the last English measure countenancing the traffic.953

947. Over an 8-year period the British, who regarded Saint-Domingue as a central military prize in a general Caribbean campaign 
against French dominion, would be sacrificing 60,000 of their soldiers, more than eventually they would be losing in their final 
battle with the forces of the Emperor Napoleon Bonaparte at Waterloo — with essentially zero return on investment. (Egad, talk 
about Vietnam!)

948. Cf. Augustine Cochin, in Lalor, CYCLOPEDIA, III. 723.
949. By a law of Aug. 11, 1792, the encouragement formerly given to the trade was stopped. Cf. Choix de rapports, opinions et 
discours prononcés à la tribune nationale depuis 1789 (Paris, 1821), XIV. 425; quoted in Cochin, THE RESULTS OF 
EMANCIPATION (Booth’s translation, 1863), pages 33, 35-8.
950. Cochin, THE RESULTS OF EMANCIPATION (Booth’s translation, 1863), pages 42-7.
951. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1815-6, page 196.
952. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1815-6, pages 195-9, 292-3; 1816-7, page 755. It was eventually confirmed by royal 
ordinance, and the law of April 15, 1818.
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The report of the Privy Council on the subject in 1789954

precipitated the long struggle. On motion of Pitt, in 1788, the
House had resolved to take up at the next session the question
of the abolition of the trade.955 It was, accordingly, called up
by Wilberforce, and a remarkable parliamentary battle ensued,
which lasted continuously until 1805. The Grenville-Fox ministry
now espoused the cause. This ministry first prohibited the trade
with such colonies as England had acquired by conquest during
the Napoleonic wars; then, in 1806, they prohibited the foreign
slave-trade; and finally, March 25, 1807, enacted the total
abolition of the traffic.956

February 11, Tuesday: Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois’s THE 
SUPPRESSION OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE TO THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 1638-1870 (Harvard 
Historical Studies, NY: Longmans, Green, and Co., 1896): “Report of Committee on the Slave Trade.” –
AMERICAN STATE PAPERS, MISCELLANEOUS, I. No. 44.

March 22, Saturday: The United States federal government forbad the export half of slavetrading (but not the import 
half), and the fitting out of negreros in US ports.

“An Act to prohibit the carrying on the Slave Trade from the
United States to any foreign place or country.” STATUTES AT LARGE,
I. 347. For proceedings in Congress, see SENATE JOURNAL (reprint
of 1820), 3rd Congress, 1st session, II. 51; HOUSE JOURNAL
(reprint of 1826), 3rd Congress, 1st session, II. 76, 84, 85,
96, 98, 99, 100; ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 3rd Congress, 1st session,
pages 64, 70, 72.

953. STATUTE 28 GEORGE III., ch. 54. Cf. STATUTE 29 GEORGE III., ch. 66.
954. Various petitions had come in praying for an abolition of the slave-trade; and by an order in Council, Feb. 11, 1788, a committee 
of the Privy Council was ordered to take evidence on the subject. This committee presented an elaborate report in 1789. See 
published REPORT, London, 1789.
955. For the history of the Parliamentary struggle, cf. Clarkson’s and Copley’s histories. The movement was checked in the House 
of Commons in 1789, 1790, and 1791. In 1792 the House of Commons resolved to abolish the trade in 1796. The Lords postponed 
the matter to take evidence. A bill to prohibit the foreign slave-trade was lost in 1793, passed the next session, and was lost in the 
House of Lords. In 1795, 1796, 1798, and 1799 repeated attempts to abolish the trade were defeated. The matter then rested until 
1804, when the battle was renewed with more success.
956. STATUTE 46 GEORGE III., ch. 52, 119; 47 GEORGE III., sess. I. ch. 36.

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: This declaration of the powers of the
central government over the slave-trade bore early fruit in the
second Congress, in the shape of a shower of petitions from
abolition societies in Massachusetts, Rhode Island,
Connecticut, New York, Pennsylvania, Maryland, and Virginia.957

In some of these slavery was denounced as “an outrageous
violation of one of the most essential rights of human
nature,”958 and the slave-trade as a traffic “degrading to the
rights of man” and “repugnant to reason.”959 Others declared the
trade “injurious to the true commercial interest of a nation,”960

and asked Congress that, having taken up the matter, they do all
in their power to limit the trade. Congress was, however,
determined to avoid as long as possible so unpleasant a matter,
and, save an angry attempt to censure a Quaker petitioner,961

nothing was heard of the slave-trade until the third Congress.
Meantime, news came from the seas southeast of Carolina and
Georgia which influenced Congress more powerfully than
humanitarian arguments had done. The wild revolt of despised
slaves, the rise of a noble black leader, and the birth of a new
nation of Negro freemen frightened the pro-slavery advocates and
armed the anti-slavery agitation. As a result, a Quaker petition
for a law against the transport traffic in slaves was received
without a murmur in 1794,962 and on March 22 the first national
act against the slave-trade became a law.963 It was designed “to
prohibit the carrying on the Slave Trade from the United States
to any foreign place or country,” or the fitting out of slavers
in the United States for that country. The penalties for
violation were forfeiture of the ship, a fine of $1000 for each
person engaged, and of $200 for each slave transported. If the
Quakers thought this a triumph of anti-slavery sentiment, they
were quickly undeceived. Congress might willingly restrain the
country from feeding West Indian turbulence, and yet be furious
at a petition like that of 1797,964 calling attention to “the
oppressed state of our brethren of the African race” in this
country, and to the interstate slave-trade. “Considering the
present extraordinary state of the West India Islands and of
Europe,” young John Rutledge insisted “that ‘sufficient for the
day is the evil thereof,’ and that they ought to shut their door
against any thing which had a tendency to produce the like
confusion in this country.” After excited debate and some
investigation by a special committee, the petition was ordered,
in both Senate and House, to be withdrawn.

957. See MEMORIALS PRESENTED TO CONGRESS, etc. (1792), published by the Pennsylvania Abolition Society.
958. From the Virginia petition.
959. From the petition of Baltimore and other Maryland societies.
960. From the Providence Abolition Society’s petition.
961. HOUSE JOURNAL (reprinted 1826), 2d Congress, 2d Session, I. 627-9; ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 2d Congress, 2d Session, pages 
728-31.
962. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 3d Congress, 1st Session, pages 64, 70, 72; HOUSE JOURNAL (reprinted 1826), 3d Congress, 1st 
Session, II. 76, 84-5, 96-100; SENATE JOURNAL (reprinted 1820), 3d Congress, 1st Session, II. 51.
963. STATUTES AT LARGE, I. 347-9.
964. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 5th Congress, 2d Session, pages 656-70, 945-1033.
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March 24, Monday: U.S. citizens were forbidden by act of Congress to participate in the international slave trade when 
the destination of the vessel was a foreign country.

March 26, Wednesday: The British slaver Samuel Gamble had finally accumulated a full shipload of 220 enslaved 
Africans aboard his negrero Sandown. He was likely to arrive in the British West Indies after the peak of the 
buying season.
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May 13, Tuesday: Upon arrival in Kingston harbor, Captain Samuel Gamble had only 6 crewmen and was down to his 
last something like 180 slaves. Leaks in his water kegs had forced him to put his crew on three-quarters rations 
and when he had put into Barbados for fresh supplies, 16 members of his crew had deserted, abandoning all 
their pay. There were already 17 negreros in Kingston harbor offering for sale a total of 5,432 Africans. 
Provisions were “very scarce and dear” and therefore the “Sale of Negroes here very indifferent at present” 
because the planters were having difficulty feeding them. The slaver captain also noted that the island was 
overrun with French emigrants and that an epidemic of yellow fever was going on. It would take him nearly 
two months to dispose of all his ship Sandown’s cargo, except for four who were so ill that he could get no-
one to purchase them at any price.

THE MIDDLE PASSAGE
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October 11, Saturday: The down-on-its-luck negrero Sandown of the British slaver Samuel Gamble –the one that had 
sailed out of Greenwich with such expectations in late January of the previous year, had arrived at the island 
of Jamaica from Upper Guinea with the survivors of his shipload of 220 people to be sold as slaves, after 
having been forced to put down a slave insurrection by killing 10 of his cargo and having lost 34 of his cargo 
to disease, along with several of his crewmen, and after having been deserted by many of his crew– at this 
point returned to Greenwich to deliver its unsatisfactory report to the vessel’s owners and investors, 
an unhappy syndicate of London brokers. Gamble had not paid off.

December 20, Saturday: South Carolina revived and extended its Act of 1792 that had prohibited the importation of 
Slaves from Africa, or other places beyond Sea, and had prohibited the importation or bringing in of Negro 
Slaves, Mulattoes, Indians, Moors or Mestizoes, bound for a term of years, from any of the United States, by 
Land or Water.

§ 1. Act of 1792 extended until Jan. 1, 1797.

§ 2. It shall not be lawful hereafter to import slaves, free
Negroes, etc., from the West Indies, any part of America outside
the United States, “or from other parts beyond sea.” Such slaves
are to be forfeited and sold; the importer to be fined £50; free
Negroes to be re-transported. Cooper, STATUTES, VII. 433.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: Meantime, in spite of the prohibitory
State laws, the African slave-trade to the United States
continued to flourish. It was notorious that New England traders
carried on a large traffic.965 Members stated on the floor of the
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House that “it was much to be regretted that the severe and
pointed statute against the slave trade had been so little
regarded. In defiance of its forbiddance and its penalties, it
was well known that citizens and vessels of the United States
were still engaged in that traffic.... In various parts of the
nation, outfits were made for slave-voyages, without secrecy,
shame, or apprehension.... Countenanced by their fellow-
citizens at home, who were as ready to buy as they themselves
were to collect and to bring to market, they approached our
Southern harbors and inlets, and clandestinely disembarked the
sooty offspring of the Eastern, upon the ill fated soil of the
Western hemisphere. In this way, it had been computed that,
during the last twelve months, twenty thousand enslaved negroes
had been transported from Guinea, and, by smuggling, added to
the plantation stock of Georgia and South Carolina. So little
respect seems to have been paid to the existing prohibitory
statute, that it may almost be considered as disregarded by
common consent.”966

These voyages were generally made under the flag of a foreign
nation, and often the vessel was sold in a foreign port to escape
confiscation. South Carolina’s own Congressman confessed that
although the State had prohibited the trade since 1788, she “was
unable to enforce” her laws. “With navigable rivers running into
the heart of it,” said he, “it was impossible, with our means,
to prevent our Eastern brethren, who, in some parts of the Union,
in defiance of the authority of the General Government, have
been engaged in this trade, from introducing them into the
country. The law was completely evaded, and, for the last year
or two [1802-3], Africans were introduced into the country in
numbers little short, I believe, of what they would have been
had the trade been a legal one.”967 The same tale undoubtedly
might have been told of Georgia.

965. Cf. Fowler, LOCAL LAW IN MASSACHUSETTS AND CONNECTICUT, etc., page 126.
966. Speech of S.L. Mitchell of New York, Feb. 14, 1804: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 8th Congress, 1st Session, page 1000. Cf. also 
speech of Bedinger: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, pages 997-8.
967. Speech of Lowndes in the House, Feb. 14, 1804: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 8th Congress,, 1st Session, page 992. Cf. Stanton’s 
speech later: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress, 2d Session, page 240.
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North Carolina legislated against free persons of color who might attempt to come into the state, and against 
slavemasters who might attempt to emigrate from any of the West India or Bahama islands, or the French, 
Dutch or Spanish settlements on the southern coast of America bringing along with them their West Indian 
slaves.

“An act to prevent any person who may emigrate from any of the
West India or Bahama islands, or the French, Dutch or Spanish
settlements on the southern coast of America, from bringing
slaves into this state, and also for imposing certain
restrictions on free persons of colour who may hereafter come
into this state.” Penalty, £100 for each slave over 15 years of
age. LAWS OF NORTH CAROLINA (revision of 1819), I. 786.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: Of the twenty years from 1787 to 1807
it can only be said that they were, on the whole, a period of
disappointment so far as the suppression of the slave-trade was
concerned. Fear, interest, and philanthropy united for a time
in an effort which bade fair to suppress the trade; then the
real weakness of the constitutional compromise appeared, and the
interests of the few overcame the fears and the humanity of the
many.

1795
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HDT WHAT? INDEX
In the year the Rhode Island ship Mary arrived successfully from the coast of Africa with a rich cargo of 142 
fresh human slaves — and the ship Ascension arrived with a whopping cargo of 283, by far the largest for any 
Rhode Island negrero ever!

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: Meantime, in spite of the prohibitory
State laws, the African slave-trade to the United States
continued to flourish. It was notorious that New England traders
carried on a large traffic.968 Members stated on the floor of the

968. Cf. Fowler, LOCAL LAW IN MASSACHUSETTS AND CONNECTICUT, etc., page 126.
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House that “it was much to be regretted that the severe and
pointed statute against the slave trade had been so little
regarded. In defiance of its forbiddance and its penalties, it
was well known that citizens and vessels of the United States
were still engaged in that traffic.... In various parts of the
nation, outfits were made for slave-voyages, without secrecy,
shame, or apprehension.... Countenanced by their fellow-
citizens at home, who were as ready to buy as they themselves
were to collect and to bring to market, they approached our
Southern harbors and inlets, and clandestinely disembarked the
sooty offspring of the Eastern, upon the ill fated soil of the
Western hemisphere. In this way, it had been computed that,
during the last twelve months, twenty thousand enslaved negroes
had been transported from Guinea, and, by smuggling, added to
the plantation stock of Georgia and South Carolina. So little
respect seems to have been paid to the existing prohibitory
statute, that it may almost be considered as disregarded by
common consent.”969

These voyages were generally made under the flag of a foreign
nation, and often the vessel was sold in a foreign port to escape
confiscation. South Carolina’s own Congressman confessed that
although the State had prohibited the trade since 1788, she “was
unable to enforce” her laws. “With navigable rivers running into
the heart of it,” said he, “it was impossible, with our means,
to prevent our Eastern brethren, who, in some parts of the Union,
in defiance of the authority of the General Government, have
been engaged in this trade, from introducing them into the
country. The law was completely evaded, and, for the last year
or two [1802-3], Africans were introduced into the country in
numbers little short, I believe, of what they would have been
had the trade been a legal one.”970 The same tale undoubtedly
might have been told of Georgia.

969. Speech of S.L. Mitchell of New York, Feb. 14, 1804: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 8th Congress, 1st Session, page 1000. Cf. also 
speech of Bedinger: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, pages 997-8.
970. Speech of Lowndes in the House, Feb. 14, 1804: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 8th Congress,, 1st Session, page 992. Cf. Stanton’s 
speech later: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress, 2d Session, page 240.

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY

HDT WHAT? INDEX
The United States government entered into a treaty with Spain, opening navigation on the Mississippi River, 
which treaty would later be misapplied in the case The U.S. v. The Libelants, etc., of the Schooner Amistad. 
Article 9 of this Pinckney treaty dealt with the prompt return of ships and merchandise in times of peace, when 
saved from pirates or robbers, and Article 6 dealt with the prompt return of ships and merchandise in time of 
war when property of either nation had by force been brought under the jurisdiction of the other. It would take 
the Supreme Court decision of March 9, 1841 to correct a preposterous government allegation that the blacks 
of the La Amistad, who had been kidnapped from Africa, were property which the US government was 
obligated under this treaty with Spain to deliver back to Cuba — to be there burned at the stake as pirates.

NOBODY COULD GUESS WHAT WOULD HAPPEN NEXT

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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HDT WHAT? INDEX
August: John Brown of Providence conspired with Captain Peleg Wood of Newport to inject another Rhode Island 
negrero vessel into the international slave trade.

November: In August John Brown had conspired with Captain Peleg Wood to inject another negrero vessel into the 
international slave trade. During this month this turned out to be the Hope, an old square-rigger fitted out in 
Providence. The ship’s mission would be to load a cargo of human beings along the Slave Coast and dispose 
of them for a large profit at the barracoons of Havana, Cuba. This was not to be in secret — in order to test the 
Rhode Island legislation that had recently rendered this sort of activity very illegal.
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In John Brown’s Rhode Island trial for slave-trading, he was found “not guilty.” This would persuade many 
that against the wealthy and powerful who engage in such practices legislation, and the system of courts, are 
impotent.

However, such legislation was not being considered impotent in Maryland, for in this year that state apparently 
had the idea that they would be able to get people to obey a law against certain types of importation of slaves.

“An Act relating to Negroes, and to repeal the acts of assembly
therein mentioned.”
“Be it enacted ..., That it shall not be lawful, from and after the
passing of this act, to import or bring into this state, by land
or water, any negro, mulatto or other slave, for sale, or to
reside within this state; and any person brought into this state
as a slave contrary to this act, if a slave before, shall
thereupon immediately cease to be the property of the person or
persons so importing or bringing such slave within this state,
and shall be free.”

§ 2. Any citizen of the United States, coming into the State to
take up bona fide residence, may bring with him, or within one year
import, any slave which was his property at the time of removal,
“which slaves, or the mother of which slaves, shall have been a
resident of the United States, or some one of them, three whole
years next preceding such removal.”

§ 3. Such slaves cannot be sold within three years, except by
will, etc. In 1797, “A Supplementary Act,” etc., slightly
amended the preceding, allowing guardians, executors, etc., to
import the slaves of the estate. Dorsey, LAWS, I. 334, 344.
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The Rhode Island ship Liberty brought 104 slaves from Africa. The Rhode Island sloop General Greene 
brought 88 slaves from Africa.

In Bristol, Rhode Island, new slaves brought over from the coast of Africa by another voyage of the Juno were 
auctioned.

“It is simply crazy that there should ever have come 
into being a world with such a sin in it, in which a man 
is set apart because of his color — the superficial fact 
about a human being. Who could want such a world? For 
an American fighting for his love of country, that the 
last hope of earth should from its beginning have 
swallowed slavery, is an irony so withering, a justice 
so intimate in its rebuke of pride, as to measure only 
with God.”

— Stanley Cavell, MUST WE MEAN WHAT WE SAY?
 1976, page 141

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: Of the twenty years from 1787 to 1807
it can only be said that they were, on the whole, a period of
disappointment so far as the suppression of the slave-trade was
concerned. Fear, interest, and philanthropy united for a time
in an effort which bade fair to suppress the trade; then the
real weakness of the constitutional compromise appeared, and the
interests of the few overcame the fears and the humanity of the
many.

Late in the year: Captain Peleg Wood brought John Brown’s negrero Hope back to Rhode Island after a successful 
voyage in which he had brought a cargo of newly enslaved human beings from the coast of Africa to the 
barracoons of Havana, Cuba. A new law had just forbidden Rhode Islanders from any participation in the 
international slave trade, and Captain Wood’s son was overheard to comment that Newport slavetraders were 
eagerly awaiting the outcome of this “experiment ... to try the strength of the law.”

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: Meantime, in spite of the prohibitory
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State laws, the African slave-trade to the United States
continued to flourish. It was notorious that New England traders
carried on a large traffic.971 Members stated on the floor of the
House that “it was much to be regretted that the severe and
pointed statute against the slave trade had been so little
regarded. In defiance of its forbiddance and its penalties, it
was well known that citizens and vessels of the United States
were still engaged in that traffic.... In various parts of the
nation, outfits were made for slave-voyages, without secrecy,
shame, or apprehension.... Countenanced by their fellow-
citizens at home, who were as ready to buy as they themselves
were to collect and to bring to market, they approached our
Southern harbors and inlets, and clandestinely disembarked the
sooty offspring of the Eastern, upon the ill fated soil of the
Western hemisphere. In this way, it had been computed that,
during the last twelve months, twenty thousand enslaved negroes
had been transported from Guinea, and, by smuggling, added to
the plantation stock of Georgia and South Carolina. So little
respect seems to have been paid to the existing prohibitory
statute, that it may almost be considered as disregarded by
common consent.”972

These voyages were generally made under the flag of a foreign
nation, and often the vessel was sold in a foreign port to escape
confiscation. South Carolina’s own Congressman confessed that
although the State had prohibited the trade since 1788, she “was
unable to enforce” her laws. “With navigable rivers running into
the heart of it,” said he, “it was impossible, with our means,
to prevent our Eastern brethren, who, in some parts of the Union,
in defiance of the authority of the General Government, have
been engaged in this trade, from introducing them into the
country. The law was completely evaded, and, for the last year
or two [1802-3], Africans were introduced into the country in
numbers little short, I believe, of what they would have been
had the trade been a legal one.”973 The same tale undoubtedly
might have been told of Georgia.

December 19, Monday: South Carolina prohibited the importation of negroes from Africa, or other places beyond 
seas, until the first day of January,  one thousand seven hundred and ninety-nine.974

“Whereas, it appears to be highly impolitic to import negroes
from Africa, or other places beyond seas,” etc. Cooper, STATUTES,
VII. 434, 436.

971. Cf. Fowler, LOCAL LAW IN MASSACHUSETTS AND CONNECTICUT, etc., page 126.
972. Speech of S.L. Mitchell of New York, Feb. 14, 1804: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 8th Congress, 1st Session, page 1000. Cf. also 
speech of Bedinger: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, pages 997-8.
973. Speech of Lowndes in the House, Feb. 14, 1804: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 8th Congress,, 1st Session, page 992. Cf. Stanton’s 
speech later: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress, 2d Session, page 240.
974. This would be extended by acts of December 21, 1798 and December 20, 1800 to the first day of January, one thousand eight 
hundred and three.
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W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: Meantime, in spite of the prohibitory
State laws, the African slave-trade to the United States
continued to flourish. It was notorious that New England traders
carried on a large traffic.975 Members stated on the floor of the
House that “it was much to be regretted that the severe and
pointed statute against the slave trade had been so little
regarded. In defiance of its forbiddance and its penalties, it
was well known that citizens and vessels of the United States
were still engaged in that traffic.... In various parts of the
nation, outfits were made for slave-voyages, without secrecy,
shame, or apprehension.... Countenanced by their fellow-
citizens at home, who were as ready to buy as they themselves
were to collect and to bring to market, they approached our
Southern harbors and inlets, and clandestinely disembarked the
sooty offspring of the Eastern, upon the ill fated soil of the
Western hemisphere. In this way, it had been computed that,
during the last twelve months, twenty thousand enslaved negroes
had been transported from Guinea, and, by smuggling, added to
the plantation stock of Georgia and South Carolina. So little
respect seems to have been paid to the existing prohibitory
statute, that it may almost be considered as disregarded by
common consent.”976

These voyages were generally made under the flag of a foreign
nation, and often the vessel was sold in a foreign port to escape
confiscation. South Carolina’s own Congressman confessed that
although the State had prohibited the trade since 1788, she “was
unable to enforce” her laws. “With navigable rivers running into
the heart of it,” said he, “it was impossible, with our means,
to prevent our Eastern brethren, who, in some parts of the Union,
in defiance of the authority of the General Government, have
been engaged in this trade, from introducing them into the
country. The law was completely evaded, and, for the last year
or two [1802-3], Africans were introduced into the country in
numbers little short, I believe, of what they would have been
had the trade been a legal one.”977 The same tale undoubtedly
might have been told of Georgia.

975. Cf. Fowler, LOCAL LAW IN MASSACHUSETTS AND CONNECTICUT, etc., page 126.
976. Speech of S.L. Mitchell of New York, Feb. 14, 1804: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 8th Congress, 1st Session, page 1000. Cf. also 
speech of Bedinger: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, pages 997-8.
977. Speech of Lowndes in the House, Feb. 14, 1804: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 8th Congress,, 1st Session, page 992. Cf. Stanton’s 
speech later: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress, 2d Session, page 240.
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The Rhode Island snow Sally came to America with a cargo of 149 new African slaves, and the brigantine 
Louisa brought a cargo of 92.

In this year arguments against the international slave trade that were based upon principles of human decency 
were found to be counterproductive in our nation’s capital — they had begun to provoke a flaming indignation:

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: This declaration of the powers of the
central government over the slave-trade bore early fruit in the
second Congress, in the shape of a shower of petitions from
abolition societies in Massachusetts, Rhode Island,
Connecticut, New York, Pennsylvania, Maryland, and Virginia.978

In some of these slavery was denounced as “an outrageous
violation of one of the most essential rights of human
nature,”979 and the slave-trade as a traffic “degrading to the
rights of man” and “repugnant to reason.”980 Others declared the
trade “injurious to the true commercial interest of a nation,”981

and asked Congress that, having taken up the matter, they do all
in their power to limit the trade. Congress was, however,
determined to avoid as long as possible so unpleasant a matter,
and, save an angry attempt to censure a Quaker petitioner,982

nothing was heard of the slave-trade until the third Congress.
Meantime, news came from the seas southeast of Carolina and
Georgia which influenced Congress more powerfully than
humanitarian arguments had done. The wild revolt of despised
slaves, the rise of a noble black leader, and the birth of a new
nation of Negro freemen frightened the pro-slavery advocates and
armed the anti-slavery agitation. As a result, a Quaker petition

1797

978. See MEMORIALS PRESENTED TO CONGRESS, etc. (1792), published by the Pennsylvania Abolition Society.
979. From the Virginia petition.
980. From the petition of Baltimore and other Maryland societies.
981. From the Providence Abolition Society’s petition.
982. HOUSE JOURNAL (reprinted 1826), 2d Congress, 2d Session, I. 627-9; ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 2d Congress, 2d Session, pages 
728-31.
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for a law against the transport traffic in slaves was received
without a murmur in 1794,983 and on March 22 the first national
act against the slave-trade became a law.984 It was designed “to
prohibit the carrying on the Slave Trade from the United States
to any foreign place or country,” or the fitting out of slavers
in the United States for that country. The penalties for
violation were forfeiture of the ship, a fine of $1000 for each
person engaged, and of $200 for each slave transported. If the
Quakers thought this a triumph of anti-slavery sentiment, they
were quickly undeceived. Congress might willingly restrain the
country from feeding West Indian turbulence, and yet be furious
at a petition like that of 1797,985 calling attention to “the
oppressed state of our brethren of the African race” in this
country, and to the interstate slave-trade. “Considering the
present extraordinary state of the West India Islands and of
Europe,” young John Rutledge insisted “that ‘sufficient for the
day is the evil thereof,’ and that they ought to shut their door
against any thing which had a tendency to produce the like
confusion in this country.” After excited debate and some
investigation by a special committee, the petition was ordered,
in both Senate and House, to be withdrawn.

January 18, Wednesday: Delaware codified its existing laws “concerning Negro and Mulatto slaves.”

§ 5. “... any Negro or Mulatto slave, who hath been or shall be
brought into this state contrary to the intent and meaning of
[the act of 1787]; and any Negro or Mulatto slave who hath been
or shall be exported, or sold with an intention for exportation,
or carried out for sale from this state, contrary to the intent
and meaning of [the act of 1793], shall be, and are hereby
declared free; any thing in this act to the contrary
notwithstanding.” LAWS OF DELAWARE (edition of 1797), page 1321,
Chapter 124 c.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: Meantime, in spite of the prohibitory
State laws, the African slave-trade to the United States
continued to flourish. It was notorious that New England traders
carried on a large traffic.986 Members stated on the floor of the
House that “it was much to be regretted that the severe and
pointed statute against the slave trade had been so little
regarded. In defiance of its forbiddance and its penalties, it
was well known that citizens and vessels of the United States
were still engaged in that traffic.... In various parts of the
nation, outfits were made for slave-voyages, without secrecy,
shame, or apprehension.... Countenanced by their fellow-
citizens at home, who were as ready to buy as they themselves

983. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 3d Congress, 1st Session, pages 64, 70, 72; HOUSE JOURNAL (reprinted 1826), 3d Congress, 1st 
Session, II. 76, 84-5, 96-100; SENATE JOURNAL (reprinted 1820), 3d Congress, 1st Session, II. 51.
984. STATUTES AT LARGE, I. 347-9.
985. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 5th Congress, 2d Session, pages 656-70, 945-1033.
986. Cf. Fowler, LOCAL LAW IN MASSACHUSETTS AND CONNECTICUT, etc., page 126.
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were to collect and to bring to market, they approached our
Southern harbors and inlets, and clandestinely disembarked the
sooty offspring of the Eastern, upon the ill fated soil of the
Western hemisphere. In this way, it had been computed that,
during the last twelve months, twenty thousand enslaved negroes
had been transported from Guinea, and, by smuggling, added to
the plantation stock of Georgia and South Carolina. So little
respect seems to have been paid to the existing prohibitory
statute, that it may almost be considered as disregarded by
common consent.”987

These voyages were generally made under the flag of a foreign
nation, and often the vessel was sold in a foreign port to escape
confiscation. South Carolina’s own Congressman confessed that
although the State had prohibited the trade since 1788, she “was
unable to enforce” her laws. “With navigable rivers running into
the heart of it,” said he, “it was impossible, with our means,
to prevent our Eastern brethren, who, in some parts of the Union,
in defiance of the authority of the General Government, have
been engaged in this trade, from introducing them into the
country. The law was completely evaded, and, for the last year
or two [1802-3], Africans were introduced into the country in
numbers little short, I believe, of what they would have been
had the trade been a legal one.”988 The same tale undoubtedly
might have been told of Georgia.

August 5, Monday: There was a preliminary appearance in federal court in Providence, Rhode Island on this day, in 
preparation for the trial of John Brown on charge of being engaged in the international slave trade.

Per Jay Coughtry, Associate Professor of History at the University of Nevada in Las Vegas:

On August 5, 1797, John Brown, the premier merchant and first
citizen of Providence, Rhode Island, reluctantly entered federal
district court in his hometown and became the first American to
be tried under the U.S. Slave Trade Act of 1794. After months
of out-of-court wrangling with the plaintiffs, officers of a
state abolition society, it appeared that Brown would now stand
trial for fitting out his ship Hope for the African slave trade.
The voyage had concluded profitably in Havana, Cuba, with the
sale of 229 slaves a year earlier.989

Brown’s accusers included his younger brother, Moses, a tireless
opponent of both slavery and the slave trade since his
conversion, on the eve of the American Revolution, from the
family’s Baptist faith to the Society of Friends. A founding
member and officer of the Abolition Society, chartered in 1789,
Moses Brown had been fighting Rhode Island slave traders,
including brother John, for a decade, since the passage of the
largely ineffective state statute of 1787 that prohibited the

987. Speech of S.L. Mitchell of New York, Feb. 14, 1804: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 8th Congress, 1st Session, page 1000. Cf. also 
speech of Bedinger: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, pages 997-8.
988. Speech of Lowndes in the House, Feb. 14, 1804: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 8th Congress,, 1st Session, page 992. Cf. Stanton’s 
speech later: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress, 2d Session, page 240.
989. Jay Coughtry, THE NOTORIOUS TRIANGLE: RHODE ISLAND AND THE AFRICAN SLAVE TRADE (Philadelphia, 1981), pages 214-
215.
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trade to state residents.990

In this instance, the society’s traditional tactic –cajoling a
pledge from the accused to forswear slaving in the future in
exchange for dropping the suit– had failed. Even so, as Moses
had pointedly reminded John before trial, the charges thus far
were limited, involving only the comparatively mild first
section of the three-year-old federal statute. A conviction
would therefore require nothing more than forfeiture of the
vessel, an aging one at that. What John should most fear, Moses
advised, were “larger prosecutions” should he further provoke
the Abolition Society by refusing to settle out of court.991

Ultimately, the elder Brown ignored his brother’s mediation
efforts and offered only an eleventh hour plea for a continuance
to haggle over milder pledge terms. Its patience exhausted, the
Abolition Society flatly rejected that ploy whereupon the case
proceeded swiftly to trial. As predicted, the district court
judge had little choice but to assent to the arguments and
evidence in the prosecution’s narrowly defined case.
Consequently, John Brown lost his vessel at a local auction in
late August, thereby closing the forfeiture case. When the
Abolition Society again sought Brown’s promise to abandon his
African commerce, he refused, quickly prompting the “larger
prosecutions” Moses had warned him about.992

Meanwhile, Moses had become suspicious of John’s continuing
recalcitrance. It seemed premeditated in his younger brother’s
view, perhaps a deliberate strategy devised by John’s “friends
at Newport” (i.e., slave traders) to guarantee further suits
over the illegal sale of the slaves. Such litigation, while
potentially more costly, would also require a jury trial, and
the slave traders assumed that local juries would not convict
one of their own. They were right. Within six months John Brown
announced his court victory over the “Wicked and Abominable
Combination I mean the Abolition Society.”993

This insiders’ view of the foregoing case of the ship Hope is
documented, along with numerous other key prosecutions, in the
correspondence of John and especially Moses Brown, now available
in this microfilm series, PAPERS OF THE AMERICAN SLAVE TRADE:
SELECTIONS FROM THE RHODE ISLAND HISTORICAL SOCIETY. Moreover, Moses
Brown’s letters reveal not only the Abolition Society’s formal
legal stratagems but also its traditional policy of intense but
informal negotiating with slave traders who often yielded to the
group’s demands without a court fight. Cyprian Sterry, for
example, the principal slave trader in Providence during the
1790s with fifteen voyages to the African coast in 1794 alone,
fully succumbed to the society’s persistent pressure. He escaped

990. NOTORIOUS TRIANGLE, chapter 6. See also Mack Thompson, MOSES BROWN: RELUCTANT REFORMER (Chapel Hill, 1962), 
pages 175-190.
991. Moses Brown to John Brown, March 15, 1797, MOSES BROWN PAPERS, vol. 9, no. 29, Rhode Island Historical Society; Moses 
Brown to John Brown, ibid., vol. 9, no. 32.
992. John Brown to Moses Brown, July 29, 31, 1797, MOSES BROWN PAPERS, vol. 9. nos. 43 and 44, Rhode Island Historical 
Society. See also NOTORIOUS TRIANGLE at 215.
993. John Brown to Moses Brown, July 31, 1797, MOSES BROWN PAPERS, vol. 9, no. 44, Rhode Island Historical Society and Moses 
Brown to John Brown, November 17, 1797, ibid., vol. 9, no. 49; John Brown to James Brown, June 21, 1798, John Brown Papers, 
box D, Rhode Island Historical Society
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prosecution (along with his captain, Samuel Packard) for an
African voyage involving the ship Ann by signing a written pledge
to leave the slave trade forever.994

Despite occasional successes in and out of court, in general the
campaign against the slave traders in the wake of federal
prohibition was proceeding haltingly at best. Moses Brown
continued to monitor the efforts of customs officials in the
Rhode Island district for the Abolition Society, which
increasingly relinquished its early prosecutorial role to the
U.S. Attorney’s office. Congress bolstered the federal district
attorney’s legal arsenal with amendments to the 1794 statute in
1800 and again in 1803. Meanwhile, an aggressive secretary of
the treasury appointed a special prosecutor for the district in
1801. The new laws closed the most obvious loopholes in the
original act while the appointment of a resident special
prosecutor provided a full-time federal agent who could focus
exclusively on the escalating volume of vessels clearing state
ports for Africa.995

Documentation for these events not only reveals the growing
docket of slaver cases but also regularly exposes the personal
and political dimensions of enforcement and evasion. By
century’s end, for example, it had become clear that slavers had
rendered nearly null the local auctions designed to separate
owners from their slaving vessels. African merchants and their
influential supporters simply intimidated all potential bidders
and then repurchased their ships for a fraction of their
assessed value. To end such bogus sales-at-auction, the
government in 1799 sent Samuel Bosworth, surveyor of the port
of Bristol, to bid for the D’Wolf family’s recently condemned
schooner Lucy. Twice within twenty-four hours of the scheduled
sale, John Brown and two D’Wolf brothers, the country’s largest
slave traders, visited Bosworth at home to dissuade him from his
duty. Despite a threatened dunking in Bristol harbor, Bosworth
“with considerable fear and trembling” arrived at the wharf on
auction morning where he was met by a party of local “Indians”
in unconvincing native garb and with faces blackened. No Bristol
version of the patriotic tea party ensued, fortunately. Instead,
Bosworth’s captors hustled him aboard a waiting sailboat and
deposited him two miles down the bay at the foot of Mount Hope.
The government never employed that strategy again.996

Such an outrage was not the limit of “the trade’s supporters”
arrogance, however. Soon, Special Prosecutor John Leonard would
personally feel the wrath of Rhode Island’s African merchants.
Even his limited success in libeling several of their vessels
under the anemic section one was enough to prompt an attack on
his person. They apparently feared that Leonard’s February 1801
victory in prosecuting a D’Wolf captain caught redhanded by a
U.S. Navy cruiser would set a costly precedent. Consequently,
several overzealous supporters of the slave trade assaulted

994. John Brown to Moses Brown, MOSES BROWN PAPERS, vol. 9, no. 43. See also NOTORIOUS TRIANGLE at 213-214.
995. NOTORIOUS TRIANGLE at 216-222.
996. Samuel Bosworth to Oliver Wolcott, August 1799, Shepley Papers, vol. 9, no. 8, Rhode Island Historical Society; Jonathan 
Russell to Albert Gallatin, March 18, 1804, ibid., vol. 9, no. 7. George Howe tells the tale of the Lucy in his MOUNT HOPE: A NEW 
ENGLAND CHRONICLE (New York, 1959), 107-108.
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Leonard on the steps of the federal courthouse in Washington.997 
Even John Brown thought this response somewhat extreme,
especially as he was then involved in concocting a federal
legislative solution to his slaving constituents’ problem.
During the hectic months between Thomas Jefferson’s election and
inauguration as president, Brown successfully spearheaded a move
in Congress to create a separate customs district for the port
of Bristol. Following passage of the requisite legislation late
in February 1801 and the eventual appointment of customs
officers amenable to the slave traders’ needs, the effort to
stop the slave trade in the courts permanently stalled. The end
of Rhode Island participation in illegal African commerce would
begin only years later with the implementation of the Anti-Slave
Trade Act of 1807 on January 1, 1808. This now constitutional
statute outlawed all foreign slave trading by American citizens
in any capacity. By the time violations of this new law carried
the death penalty in 1819, Rhode Islanders, along with other New
Englanders, had found new markets for their commerce and textile
factories for their surplus capital. The brief revival of the
slave trade in clipper ships of the antebellum era from ports
such as Baltimore would proceed without them.998

997. John Brown to Benjamin Bourn, February 1801, Peck MSS, vol. 11, no. 66, Rhode Island Historical Society.
998. John Brown to James D’Wolf and Shearjashub Bourn (n.d. but 1800), JOHN BROWN PAPERS, Rhode Island Historical Society; 
John Brown to Shearjashub Bourn, February 1801, Peck MSS, box 11, no. 66, Rhode Island Historical Society. The full story of the 
separate district issue and the eventual end of slave trading from Rhode Island is detailed in NOTORIOUS TRIANGLE at 225-229 and 
233-237.
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October 5, Thursday: John Gardner Wilkinson was born in Little Missenden, Buckinghamshire, a son of a 
Westmoreland clergyman, the Reverend John Wilkinson, an amateur enthusiast for antiquities. Both parents 
would soon die, and the child would inherit a modest income.

Baptist businessman John Brown of Providence became on this day the 1st American to go on trial in a federal 
district court under the first section of the US Slave Trade Act of 1794, for sending out his old ship Hope in 
the African slave trade. Brown had fitted out his ship Hope as a negrero, and a year earlier it had brought a 
cargo of 229 new slaves to Havana, Cuba.

Accusers included Brown’s younger brother Friend Moses Brown, who had become a tireless opponent of both 
enslavement and the international slave trade since his conversion from the family’s Baptist faith to the 
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Religious Society of Friends. A founding member and officer of the Abolition Society chartered in 1789, 
Friend Moses had been fighting his state’s slave traders, including his own brother, during the decade that had 
elapsed since the passage in 1787 of a largely ineffective state statute that had prohibited the trade to residents 
of Rhode Island.

The penalty, if the case was lost, would be comparatively mild: no jail time, merely the confiscation of the 
Hope, since any more substantial penalty would necessitate a jury trial and there was no reasonable expectation 
that a local jury would convict their prominent fellow citizen. (In fact no American slave trader would meet 
with the death penalty for engaging in the international slave trade until the initial year of our civil war, and 
even then, only exactly one-count-’em-one such American slave trader would ever actually be hanged by the 
neck until dead — isn’t history interesting?)

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: Of the twenty years from 1787 to 1807
it can only be said that they were, on the whole, a period of
disappointment so far as the suppression of the slave-trade was
concerned. Fear, interest, and philanthropy united for a time
in an effort which bade fair to suppress the trade; then the
real weakness of the constitutional compromise appeared, and the
interests of the few overcame the fears and the humanity of the
many.
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January 31, Wednesday: William Apess was born in Colrain, Massachusetts to William and Candace Apes, who were 
Pequot.

Georgia prohibited “further importation of slaves into this state ... from Africa or elsewhere, ... of any age or 
sex.”

§ 1. “... six months after the passing of this act, it shall be
unlawful for any person or persons to import into this state,
from Africa or elsewhere, any negro or negroes of any age or
sex.” Every person so offending shall forfeit for the first
offence the sum of $1,000 for every negro so imported, and for
every subsequent offence the sum of $1,000, one half for the use
of the informer, and one half for the use of the State.

§ 2. Slaves not to be brought from other States for sale after
three months.

§ 3. Persons convicted of bringing slaves into this State with
a view to sell them, are subject to the same penalties as if
they had sold them. Marbury and Crawford, DIGEST, page 440.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: In a few years [after the Haitian
revolution began] the growing sentiment had crystallized into
legislation. The Southern States took immediate measures to
close their ports, first against West India Negroes, finally
against all slaves. Georgia, who had had legal slavery only from
1755, and had since passed no restrictive legislation, felt
compelled in 1793999 to stop the entry of free Negroes, and in
17981000 to prohibit, under heavy penalties, the importation of
all slaves. This provision was placed in the Constitution of the
State, and, although miserably enforced, was never repealed.
South Carolina was the first Southern State in which the
exigencies of a great staple crop rendered the rapid consumption
of slaves more profitable than their proper maintenance.
Alternating, therefore, between a plethora and a dearth of
Negroes, she prohibited the slave-trade only for short periods.
In 17881001 she had forbidden the trade for five years, and in
1792,1002 being peculiarly exposed to the West Indian
insurrection, she quickly found it “inexpedient” to allow
Negroes “from Africa, the West India Islands, or other place
beyond sea” to enter for two years. This act continued to be
extended, although with lessening penalties, until 1803.1003 The

1798

999. Prince, DIGEST OF THE LAWS OF GEORGIA, page 786; Marbury and Crawford, DIGEST OF THE LAWS OF GEORGIA, pages 440, 
442. The exact text of this act appears not to be extant. Section I. is stated to have been “re-enacted by the constitution.” Possibly 
this act prohibited slaves also, although this is not certain. Georgia passed several regulative acts between 1755 and 1793. Cf. Renne, 
COLONIAL ACTS OF GEORGIA, pages 73-4, 164, note.
1000. Marbury and Crawford, DIGEST OF THE LAWS OF GEORGIA, page 30, § 11. The clause was penned by Peter J. Carnes of 
Jefferson. Cf. W.B. Stevens, HISTORY OF GEORGIA (1847), II. 501.
1001. Grimké, PUBLIC LAWS, page 466.
1002. Cooper and McCord, STATUTES, VII. 431.
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home demand in view of the probable stoppage of the trade in
1808, the speculative chances of the new Louisiana Territory
trade, and the large already existing illicit traffic combined
in that year to cause the passage of an act, December 17,
reopening the African slave-trade, although still carefully
excluding “West India” Negroes.1004 This action profoundly
stirred the Union, aroused anti-slavery sentiment, led to a
concerted movement for a constitutional amendment, and, failing
in this, to an irresistible demand for a national prohibitory
act at the earliest constitutional moment.
North Carolina had repealed her prohibitory duty act in 1790,1005

but in 1794 she passed an “Act to prevent further importation
and bringing of slaves,” etc.1006 Even the body-servants of West
India immigrants and, naturally, all free Negroes, were
eventually prohibited.1007

March 14, Wednesday: New Jersey prohibited bringing any negro or other slave into the state, either for sale or for 
servitude.

§ 12. “And be it enacted, That from and after the passing of this act,
it shall not be lawful for any person or persons whatsoever, to
bring into this state, either for sale or for servitude, any
negro or other slave whatsoever.” Penalty, $140 for each slave;
travellers and temporary residents excepted.

§ 17. Any persons fitting out vessels for the slave-trade shall
forfeit them. Paterson, DIGEST, page 307.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: The Border States, Virginia and
Maryland, strengthened their non-importation laws, Virginia
freeing illegally imported Negroes,1008 and Maryland prohibiting
even the interstate trade.1009 The Middle States took action
chiefly in the final abolition of slavery within their borders,
and the prevention of the fitting out of slaving vessels in their
ports. Delaware declared, in her Act of 1789, that “it is
inconsistent with that spirit of general liberty which pervades
the constitution of this state, that vessels should be fitted
out, or equipped, in any of the ports thereof, for the purpose
of receiving and transporting the natives of Africa to places
where they are held in slavery,”1010 and forbade such a practice
under penalty of £500 for each person so engaged. The
Pennsylvania Act of 17881011 had similar provisions, with a

1003. Cooper and McCord, STATUTES, VII. 433-6, 444, 447.
1004. Cooper and McCord, STATUTES, VII. 449.
1005. Martin, IREDELL’S ACTS OF ASSEMBLY, I. 492.
1006. Martin, IREDELL’S ACTS OF ASSEMBLY, II. 53.
1007. Cf. Martin, IREDELL’S ACTS OF ASSEMBLY, II. 94; LAWS OF NORTH CAROLINA (revision of 1819), I. 786.
1008. Virginia codified her whole slave legislation in 1792 (VIRGINIA STATUTES AT LARGE, New Series, I. 122), and amended her 
laws in 1798 and 1806 (VIRGINIA STATUTES AT LARGE, III. 251).
1009. Dorsey, LAWS OF MARYLAND, 1796, I. 334.
1010. LAWS OF DELAWARE, 1797 (Newcastle ed.), page 942, Chapter 194 b.
1011. Dallas, LAWS, II. 586.
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penalty of £1000; and New Jersey followed with an act in
1798.1012

April 7: The Congress of the United States of America prohibited the introduction of slaves into the Mississippi 
Territory.

“An Act for an amicable settlement of limits with the state of
Georgia, and authorizing the establishment of a government in
the Mississippi territory.” STATUTES AT LARGE, I. 549. For
proceedings in Congress, see ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 5th Congress, 2d
session, pages 511, 512, 513, 514, 515, 532, 533, 1235, 1249,
1277-84, 1296, 1298-1312, 1313, 1318.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: Meantime, in spite of the prohibitory
State laws, the African slave-trade to the United States
continued to flourish. It was notorious that New England traders
carried on a large traffic.1013 Members stated on the floor of
the House that “it was much to be regretted that the severe and
pointed statute against the slave trade had been so little
regarded. In defiance of its forbiddance and its penalties, it
was well known that citizens and vessels of the United States
were still engaged in that traffic.... In various parts of the
nation, outfits were made for slave-voyages, without secrecy,
shame, or apprehension.... Countenanced by their fellow-
citizens at home, who were as ready to buy as they themselves
were to collect and to bring to market, they approached our
Southern harbors and inlets, and clandestinely disembarked the
sooty offspring of the Eastern, upon the ill fated soil of the
Western hemisphere. In this way, it had been computed that,
during the last twelve months, twenty thousand enslaved negroes
had been transported from Guinea, and, by smuggling, added to
the plantation stock of Georgia and South Carolina. So little
respect seems to have been paid to the existing prohibitory
statute, that it may almost be considered as disregarded by
common consent.”1014

These voyages were generally made under the flag of a foreign
nation, and often the vessel was sold in a foreign port to escape
confiscation. South Carolina’s own Congressman confessed that
although the State had prohibited the trade since 1788, she “was
unable to enforce” her laws. “With navigable rivers running into
the heart of it,” said he, “it was impossible, with our means,
to prevent our Eastern brethren, who, in some parts of the Union,
in defiance of the authority of the General Government, have
been engaged in this trade, from introducing them into the
country. The law was completely evaded, and, for the last year

1012. Paterson, DIGEST OF THE LAWS OF NEW JERSEY (1800), pages 307-13. In 1804 New Jersey passed an act gradually to abolish 
slavery. The legislation of New York at this period was confined to regulating the exportation of slave criminals (1790), and to 
passing an act gradually abolishing slavery (1799). In 1801 she codified all her acts.
1013. Cf. Fowler, LOCAL LAW IN MASSACHUSETTS AND CONNECTICUT, etc., page 126.
1014. Speech of S.L. Mitchell of New York, Feb. 14, 1804: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 8th Congress, 1st Session, page 1000. Cf. also 
speech of Bedinger: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, pages 997-8.
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or two [1802-3], Africans were introduced into the country in
numbers little short, I believe, of what they would have been
had the trade been a legal one.”1015 The same tale undoubtedly
might have been told of Georgia.

May 30, Wednesday: Georgia adopted a Constitution forbidding any “future importation of slaves into this state from 
Africa, or any foreign place,” while also forbidding the legislature from enactment of any “laws for the 
emancipation of slaves, without the consent of each of their respective owners previous to such emancipation,” 
while also forbidding the legislature from attempting to “prevent emigrants, from either of the United States 
to this state, from bringing with them” their slaves.

Art. IV § 11. “There shall be no future importation of slaves
into this state from Africa, or any foreign place, after the
first day of October next. The legislature shall have no power
to pass laws for the emancipation of slaves, without the consent
of each of their respective owners previous to such
emancipation. They shall have no power to prevent emigrants,
from either of the United States to this state, from bringing
with them such persons as may be deemed slaves, by the laws of
any one of the United States.” Marbury and Crawford, DIGEST, page
30.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: Meantime, in spite of the prohibitory
State laws, the African slave-trade to the United States
continued to flourish. It was notorious that New England traders
carried on a large traffic.1016 Members stated on the floor of
the House that “it was much to be regretted that the severe and
pointed statute against the slave trade had been so little
regarded. In defiance of its forbiddance and its penalties, it
was well known that citizens and vessels of the United States
were still engaged in that traffic.... In various parts of the
nation, outfits were made for slave-voyages, without secrecy,
shame, or apprehension.... Countenanced by their fellow-
citizens at home, who were as ready to buy as they themselves
were to collect and to bring to market, they approached our
Southern harbors and inlets, and clandestinely disembarked the
sooty offspring of the Eastern, upon the ill fated soil of the
Western hemisphere. In this way, it had been computed that,
during the last twelve months, twenty thousand enslaved negroes
had been transported from Guinea, and, by smuggling, added to
the plantation stock of Georgia and South Carolina. So little
respect seems to have been paid to the existing prohibitory
statute, that it may almost be considered as disregarded by
common consent.”1017

These voyages were generally made under the flag of a foreign

1015. Speech of Lowndes in the House, Feb. 14, 1804: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 8th Congress,, 1st Session, page 992. Cf. Stanton’s 
speech later: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress, 2d Session, page 240.
1016. Cf. Fowler, LOCAL LAW IN MASSACHUSETTS AND CONNECTICUT, etc., page 126.
1017. Speech of S.L. Mitchell of New York, Feb. 14, 1804: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 8th Congress, 1st Session, page 1000. Cf. also 
speech of Bedinger: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, pages 997-8.
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nation, and often the vessel was sold in a foreign port to escape
confiscation. South Carolina’s own Congressman confessed that
although the State had prohibited the trade since 1788, she “was
unable to enforce” her laws. “With navigable rivers running into
the heart of it,” said he, “it was impossible, with our means,
to prevent our Eastern brethren, who, in some parts of the Union,
in defiance of the authority of the General Government, have
been engaged in this trade, from introducing them into the
country. The law was completely evaded, and, for the last year
or two [1802-3], Africans were introduced into the country in
numbers little short, I believe, of what they would have been
had the trade been a legal one.”1018 The same tale undoubtedly
might have been told of Georgia.

1018. Speech of Lowndes in the House, Feb. 14, 1804: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 8th Congress,, 1st Session, page 992. Cf. Stanton’s 
speech later: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress, 2d Session, page 240.
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In England, the House of Commons rejected abolition of the international slave trade, instead passing an 
African slave coast restriction act. Then the House of Lords narrowly rejected this act, as too much too soon. 
Then Commons passed a stricter slave-carrying act, that would narrowly clear the House of Lords. 

Sugar prices began to decline. Britain conquered Surinam.

France had abolished slavery and the slave-trade in its colonies in 1794. In this year, however, slavery and the 
slave-trade were re-instituted in the French colonies.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: At the beginning of the nineteenth
century England held 800,000 slaves in her colonies; France,
250,000; Denmark, 27,000; Spain and Portugal, 600,000; Holland,
50,000; Sweden, 600; there were also about 2,000,000 slaves in
Brazil, and about 900,000 in the United States.1019 This was the
powerful basis of the demand for the slave-trade; and against
the economic forces which these four and a half millions of
enforced laborers represented, the battle for freedom had to be
fought.
Denmark first responded to the denunciatory cries of the
eighteenth century against slavery and the slave-trade. In 1792,
by royal order, this traffic was prohibited in the Danish
possessions after 1802. The principles of the French Revolution
logically called for the extinction of the slave system by
France. This was, however, accomplished more precipitately than
the Convention anticipated; and in a whirl of enthusiasm
engendered by the appearance of the Dominican deputies, slavery
and the slave-trade were abolished in all French colonies
February 4, 1794.1020 This abolition was short-lived; for at the
command of the First Consul slavery and the slave-trade was
restored in An X (1799).1021 The trade was finally abolished by
Napoleon Bonaparte during the Hundred Days by a decree, March
29, 1815, which briefly declared: “À dater de la publication du
présent Décret, la Traite des Noirs est abolie.”1022 The Treaty
of Paris eventually confirmed this law.1023

In England, the united efforts of Sharpe, Clarkson, and
Wilberforce early began to arouse public opinion by means of
agitation and pamphlet literature. May 21, 1788, Sir William
Dolben moved a bill regulating the trade, which passed in July
and was the last English measure countenancing the traffic.1024

The report of the Privy Council on the subject in 17891025

1799

1019. Cf. Augustine Cochin, in Lalor, CYCLOPEDIA, III. 723.
1020. By a law of Aug. 11, 1792, the encouragement formerly given to the trade was stopped. Cf. Choix de rapports, opinions 
et discours prononcés à la tribune nationale depuis 1789 (Paris, 1821), XIV. 425; quoted in Cochin, THE RESULTS OF 
EMANCIPATION (Booth’s translation, 1863), pages 33, 35-8.
1021. Cochin, THE RESULTS OF EMANCIPATION (Booth’s translation, 1863), pages 42-7.
1022. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1815-6, page 196.
1023. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1815-6, pages 195-9, 292-3; 1816-7, page 755. It was eventually confirmed by royal 
ordinance, and the law of April 15, 1818.
1024. STATUTE 28 GEORGE III., ch. 54. Cf. STATUTE 29 GEORGE III., ch. 66.
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precipitated the long struggle. On motion of Pitt, in 1788, the
House had resolved to take up at the next session the question
of the abolition of the trade.1026 It was, accordingly, called
up by Wilberforce, and a remarkable parliamentary battle ensued,
which lasted continuously until 1805. The Grenville-Fox ministry
now espoused the cause. This ministry first prohibited the trade
with such colonies as England had acquired by conquest during
the Napoleonic wars; then, in 1806, they prohibited the foreign
slave-trade; and finally, March 25, 1807, enacted the total
abolition of the traffic.1027

The Rhode Island brigantine Orange (or is this a typographic error in regard to a voyage in 1779?) brought a 
cargo of 120 new slaves from the coast of Africa.

William Ellery seized the DeWolf schooner Lucy (Captain Charles Collins) for engaging in the slave trade and 
put it up for auction in Bristol. Local surveyor Samuel Bosworth was appointed to bid on the vessel on behalf 
of the government. After John Brown of Providence and several other slavers had attempted unsuccessfully to 
intimidate Bosworth, the DeWolfs simply hired thugs who, costumed as native Americans, kidnapped him and 
took him several miles up the bay while with a trifling bid the DeWolfs recovered their vessel.

John Brown, as ever a strong defender of the absolute righteousness of the international slave trade, was 
elected to the US House of Representatives. He would sponsor legislation to create a separate Customs House 
in Bristol, in facilitation of the international slave trade that was still being conducted through that port by 
James DeWolf and Shearjashub Bourne.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: Meantime, in spite of the prohibitory

1025. Various petitions had come in praying for an abolition of the slave-trade; and by an order in Council, Feb. 11, 1788, a 
committee of the Privy Council was ordered to take evidence on the subject. This committee presented an elaborate report in 1789. 
See published REPORT, London, 1789.
1026. For the history of the Parliamentary struggle, cf. Clarkson’s and Copley’s histories. The movement was checked in the House 
of Commons in 1789, 1790, and 1791. In 1792 the House of Commons resolved to abolish the trade in 1796. The Lords postponed 
the matter to take evidence. A bill to prohibit the foreign slave-trade was lost in 1793, passed the next session, and was lost in the 
House of Lords. In 1795, 1796, 1798, and 1799 repeated attempts to abolish the trade were defeated. The matter then rested until 
1804, when the battle was renewed with more success.
1027. STATUTE 46 GEORGE III., ch. 52, 119; 47 GEORGE III., sess. I. ch. 36.

The DeWolf Crest
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State laws, the African slave-trade to the United States
continued to flourish. It was notorious that New England traders
carried on a large traffic.1028 Members stated on the floor of
the House that “it was much to be regretted that the severe and
pointed statute against the slave trade had been so little
regarded. In defiance of its forbiddance and its penalties, it
was well known that citizens and vessels of the United States
were still engaged in that traffic.... In various parts of the
nation, outfits were made for slave-voyages, without secrecy,
shame, or apprehension.... Countenanced by their fellow-
citizens at home, who were as ready to buy as they themselves
were to collect and to bring to market, they approached our
Southern harbors and inlets, and clandestinely disembarked the
sooty offspring of the Eastern, upon the ill fated soil of the
Western hemisphere. In this way, it had been computed that,
during the last twelve months, twenty thousand enslaved negroes
had been transported from Guinea, and, by smuggling, added to
the plantation stock of Georgia and South Carolina. So little
respect seems to have been paid to the existing prohibitory
statute, that it may almost be considered as disregarded by
common consent.”1029

These voyages were generally made under the flag of a foreign
nation, and often the vessel was sold in a foreign port to escape
confiscation. South Carolina’s own Congressman confessed that
although the State had prohibited the trade since 1788, she “was
unable to enforce” her laws. “With navigable rivers running into
the heart of it,” said he, “it was impossible, with our means,
to prevent our Eastern brethren, who, in some parts of the Union,
in defiance of the authority of the General Government, have
been engaged in this trade, from introducing them into the
country. The law was completely evaded, and, for the last year
or two [1802-3], Africans were introduced into the country in
numbers little short, I believe, of what they would have been
had the trade been a legal one.”1030 The same tale undoubtedly
might have been told of Georgia.

1028. Cf. Fowler, LOCAL LAW IN MASSACHUSETTS AND CONNECTICUT, etc., page 126.
1029. Speech of S.L. Mitchell of New York, Feb. 14, 1804: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 8th Congress, 1st Session, page 1000. Cf. also 
speech of Bedinger: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, pages 997-8.
1030. Speech of Lowndes in the House, Feb. 14, 1804: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 8th Congress,, 1st Session, page 992. Cf. Stanton’s 
speech later: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress, 2d Session, page 240.
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 January 18, day: Thomas Mann Randolph wrote to Thomas Jefferson: “A person who was born in this Co. & 
has resided all his life in it with a fair reputation: John Kerr the son of James the Magistrate and neighbour of 
George Divers, called on me on Wednesday the 15th. inst: to inquire about your Shadwell lands a part of 
which, not more than 100 acres of arable, he wishes to rent for five years, or longer if you please. ...Your affairs 
go on well at Mont’o. but Powell has not arrived: Richardson has, with seven good laborers at an average a 
little under 20£.”

 February 11, day: Thomas Jefferson wrote to Martha Jefferson Randolph: “I had one also at the same time 
from mr Richardson giving me the details from Monticello.”

 February 19, day: George Jefferson wrote to Thomas Jefferson: “I should before this have sent you Mr. 
Anthony’s receipt for the 28 bundles of nail-rod that are down, and which I have delivered—but he is from 
home, and his Clerk refuses to grant a receipt, as he says he has received no instruction upon the subject. ... 
There are only 40 bundles left on the way which I hope will be shortly down; the balance Mr. Richardson 
informs me he has sold Mr. Randolph.”

 February 23, Sunday: William Jardine was born at Edinburgh, Scotland. He would be educated at home to the 
age of 15.

The active enforcement of the Rhode Island law against slavetrading by abolitionist customs collector William 
Ellery so infuriated new congressman John Brown, a slavetrader, that he had sponsored a federal bill to split 
off a customs district separate from Newport, to have its headquarters in Bristol. The Congress therefore on 
this day authorized a separate new customs house. The letter is predated by one month, and the obvious 
inferences that a historian can derive from this factoid are that this deal had gone down in secrecy, and that 
there were some concerned individuals who had not yet learned of it. This might not sound at all remarkable, 
but there is background information that makes it remarkable indeed, in connecting the establishment of this 
new federal customs house in Bristol with the continuation of the trans-Atlantic trade in new slaves. Here 
(within blue boxes, on following screens) is this background:

19TH CENTURY

1800

TRIANGULAR TRADE
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1789
July 31, Friday: The federal Congress created the United States Custom Service, as a new branch of the 

Treasury Department.

1790
June 14, Monday: The federal Congress created the Rhode Island custom districts of Providence and 

Newport. These two districts handled all ship traffic connecting with nine Rhode Island ports, in the 
Providence district, Providence and Pawtuxet, and, in the Newport district, Newport, North 
Kingstown, East Greenwich, Westerly, Bristol, Warren, and Barrington.

1794
Against his son’s will, John Adams arranged for President George Washington to appoint John 
Quincy Adams as Minister to the Netherlands, an appointment that sent him again across the 
Atlantic. 

Friend Moses Brown and Friend Samuel Rodman presented to President George Washington 
and Vice-President John Adams a memorial in opposition to the international slave trade. The 
federal Congress passed an act prohibiting the trans-Atlantic trade. (When officials of the Newport 
customs district would begin to enforce this law in the subsidiary port of Bristol, this would interfere 
with the nefarious activities of Rhode Island slavetraders James DeWolf and Shearjashub Bourne. 
The slavetraders would lobby the government for the establishment of Bristol as a separate customs 
district and no longer subject to these out-of-control officials of the Newport customs district — who 
were actually daring to enforce this new law.)

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: Of the twenty years from 1787 to
1807 it can only be said that they were, on the whole, a
period of disappointment so far as the suppression of the
slave-trade was concerned. Fear, interest, and
philanthropy united for a time in an effort which bade
fair to suppress the trade; then the real weakness of the
constitutional compromise appeared, and the interests of
the few overcame the fears and the humanity of the many.
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Taking into account this history that lies hidden behind the Act of February 23, 1800, it is interesting what 
would happen next. Next, Jonathan Russell would be appointed as 1st US customs collector at the new Bristol, 
Rhode Island customs house, and Russell would continue to enforce the law against the international slave 
trade in the manner in which it had been being enforced while the Newport customs house was still running 
the show. Because of this, the DeWolf family would need to circulate a petition for his removal, and conduct 
a lobbying campaign in Washington DC. The result would be that in February 1804, President Thomas 
Jefferson would fire Jonathan Russell, replacing him with a more cooperative official, a brother-in-law of 
James DeWolf who had a major investment in the international slave trade. This man, Charles Collins, would 
serve as collector at the new Bristol customs house, and ignore the law at presidential behest and succor 
the international slave trade at presidential behest, until 1820:

1799
The Rhode Island brigantine Orange (or is this a typographic error in regard to a voyage in 1779?) 
brought a cargo of 120 new slaves from the coast of Africa.

William Ellery seized the DeWolf schooner Lucy (Captain Charles Collins) for engaging in the slave 
trade and put it up for auction in Bristol. Local surveyor Samuel Bosworth was appointed to bid on 
the vessel on behalf of the government. After John Brown of Providence and several other slavers 
had attempted unsuccessfully to intimidate Bosworth, the DeWolfs simply hired thugs who, 
costumed as native Americans, kidnapped him and took him several miles up the bay while with a 
trifling bid the DeWolfs recovered their vessel.

John Brown, as ever a strong defender of the absolute righteousness of the international slave trade, 
was elected to the US House of Representatives. He would sponsor legislation to create a separate 
Customs House in Bristol, in facilitation of the international slave trade that was still being 
conducted through that port by James DeWolf and Shearjashub Bourne.

The DeWolf Crest
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W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: Of the twenty years from 1787 to 1807
it can only be said that they were, on the whole, a period of
disappointment so far as the suppression of the slave-trade was
concerned. Fear, interest, and philanthropy united for a time
in an effort which bade fair to suppress the trade; then the
real weakness of the constitutional compromise appeared, and the
interests of the few overcame the fears and the humanity of the
many.

 May 10, Saturday: The United States Senate and House of Representatives approved An Act in Addition to 
the Act intituled “An Act to Prohibit the Carrying on of the Slave Trade from the United States to any Foreign 
Place or Country.1031

“An Act in addition to the act intituled ‘An act to prohibit the
carrying on the Slave Trade from the United States to any foreign
place or country.’”1032

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: In the next Congress, the sixth, another

1804
 February: The first customs collector for Bristol, Rhode Island, Jonathan Russell, had been 
constantly interfering with the international slave trade in strict application and implementation of 
official US federal law and policy. The DeWolfs and the other slave trading families of Bristol 
therefore arranged with President Thomas Jefferson to have Russell replaced with a brother-in-law 
of theirs, Charles Collins, who was captain of one of that family’s negrero vessels — a man who 
could be counted on to not enforce the federal law against the importation of generations of fresh 
slaves from Africa into the United States of America.

The DeWolf Crest

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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petition threw the House into paroxysms of slavery debate. Waln
of Pennsylvania presented the petition of certain free colored
men of Pennsylvania praying for a revision of the slave-trade
laws and of the fugitive-slave law, and for prospective
emancipation.1033 Waln moved the reference of this memorial to a
committee already appointed on the revision of the loosely drawn
and poorly enforced Act of 1794.1034 Rutledge of South Carolina
immediately arose. He opposed the motion, saying, that these
petitions were continually coming in and stirring up discord;
that it was a good thing the Negroes were in slavery; and that
already “too much of this new-fangled French philosophy of
liberty and equality” had found its way among them. Others
defended the right of petition, and declared that none wished
Congress to exceed its powers. John Brown of Rhode Island, a new
figure in Congress, a man of distinguished services and from a
well-known family, boldly set forth the commercial philosophy
of his State. “We want money,” said he, “we want a navy; we ought
therefore to use the means to obtain it. We ought to go farther
than has yet been proposed, and repeal the bills in question
altogether, for why should we see Great Britain getting all the
slave trade to themselves; why may not our country be enriched
by that lucrative traffic? There would not be a slave the more
sold, but we should derive the benefits by importing from Africa
as well as that nation.” Waln, in reply, contended that they
should look into “the slave trade, much of which was still
carrying on from Rhode Island, Boston and Pennsylvania.” Hill
of North Carolina called the House back from this general
discussion to the petition in question, and, while willing to
remedy any existing defect in the Act of 1794, hoped the petition
would not be received. Dana of Connecticut declared that the
paper “contained nothing but a farrago of the French metaphysics
of liberty and equality;” and that “it was likely to produce
some of the dreadful scenes of St. Domingo.” The next day
Rutledge again warned the House against even discussing the
matter, as “very serious, nay, dreadful effects, must be the
inevitable consequence.” He held up the most lurid pictures of
the fatuity of the French Convention in listening to the
overtures of the “three emissaries from St. Domingo,” and thus
yielding “one of the finest islands in the world” to “scenes
which had never been practised since the destruction of

1031. Exportation of slaves was of course a completely separate issue from importation of slaves. In the Constitutional Convention, 
it had been proposed by a committee of eleven to protect the importation of slaves to the year 1800, but Mr. Pinckney moved to 
extend the time at least until the year 1808. This motion was carried — New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Connecticut, Maryland, 
North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia, voting in the affirmative; and New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and Virginia, in the negative. 
In opposition to the motion, Mr. Madison said: “Twenty years will produce all the mischief that can be apprehended from the liberty 
to import slaves; so long a term will be more dishonorable to the American character than to say nothing about it in the Constitution.” 
The provision in regard to the slave trade shows clearly that Congress considered slavery a State institution, to be continued and 
regulated by its individual sovereignty; and to conciliate that interest, the slave trade was continued 20 years, not as a general 
measure, but for the “benefit of such States as shall think proper to encourage it.” This temporary protection had extended only to 
importation, and the constitutional document had not extended any similar protection to exportation.
1032. STATUTES AT LARGE, II. 70. For proceedings in Congress, see SENATE JOURNAL (reprint of 1821), 6th Congress, 1st session, 
III. 72, 77, 88, 92.
1033. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 6th Congress, 1st Session, page 229.
1034. Dec. 12, 1799: HOUSE JOURNAL (reprinted 1826), 6th Congress, 1st Session, III. 535. For the debate, see ANNALS OF 
CONGRESS, 6th Congress, 1st Session, pages 230-45.
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Carthage.” “But, sir,” he continued, “we have lived to see these
dreadful scenes. These horrid effects have succeeded what was
conceived once to be trifling. Most important consequences may
be the result, although gentlemen little apprehend it. But we
know the situation of things there, although they do not, and
knowing we deprecate it. There have been emissaries amongst us
in the Southern States; they have begun their war upon us; an
actual organization has commenced; we have had them meeting in
their club rooms, and debating on that subject.... Sir, I do
believe that persons have been sent from France to feel the pulse
of this country, to know whether these [i.e., the Negroes] are
the proper engines to make use of: these people have been talked
to; they have been tampered with, and this is going on.”
Finally, after censuring certain parts of this Negro petition,
Congress committed the part on the slave-trade to the committee
already appointed. Meantime, the Senate sent down a bill to
amend the Act of 1794, and the House took this bill under
consideration.1035 Prolonged debate ensued. Brown of Rhode
Island again made a most elaborate plea for throwing open the
foreign slave-trade. Negroes, he said, bettered their condition
by being enslaved, and thus it was morally wrong and
commercially indefensible to impose “a heavy fine and
imprisonment ... for carrying on a trade so advantageous;” or,
if the trade must be stopped, then equalize the matter and
abolish slavery too. Nichols of Virginia thought that surely the
gentlemen would not advise the importation of more Negroes; for
while it “was a fact, to be sure,” that they would thus improve
their condition, “would it be policy so to do?” Bayard of
Delaware said that “a more dishonorable item of revenue” than
that derived from the slave-trade “could not be established.”
Rutledge opposed the new bill as defective and impracticable:
the former act, he said, was enough; the States had stopped the
trade, and in addition the United States had sought to placate
philanthropists by stopping the use of our ships in the trade.
“This was going very far indeed.” New England first began the
trade, and why not let them enjoy its profits now as well as the
English? The trade could not be stopped.
The bill was eventually recommitted and reported again.1036 “On
the question for its passing, a long and warm debate ensued,”
and several attempts to postpone it were made; it finally
passed, however, only Brown of Rhode Island, Dent of Maryland,
Rutledge and Huger of South Carolina, and Dickson of North
Carolina voting against it, and 67 voting for it.1037 This Act
of May 10, 1800,1038 greatly strengthened the Act of 1794. The
earlier act had prohibited citizens from equipping slavers for
the foreign trade; but this went so far as to forbid them having
any interest, direct or indirect, in such voyages, or serving
on board slave-ships in any capacity. Imprisonment for two years

1035. SENATE JOURNAL (reprinted 1821), 6th Congress, 1st Session, III. 72, 77, 88, 92; see SENATE JOURNAL, Index, Bill No. 62; 
HOUSE JOURNAL (reprinted 1826), 6th Congress, 1st Session, III., Index, House Bill No. 247. For the debate, see ANNALS OF 
CONGRESS, 6th Congress, 1st Session, pages 686-700.
1036. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 6th Congress, 1st Session, page 697.
1037. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, page 699-700.
1038. STATUTES AT LARGE, II. 70.
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was added to the former fine of $2000, and United States
commissioned ships were directed to capture such slavers as
prizes. The slaves though forfeited by the owner, were not to
go to the captor; and the act omitted to say what disposition
should be made of them.

 December 16, Tuesday,: The Northern Confederacy was formed by Russia and Sweden, to oppose Great 
Britain.

 December 20, Saturday: South Carolina forbad the bringing into its territory of any Negro Slaves, or the 
entering its territory by any free persons of Colour.1039

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: Meantime, in spite of the prohibitory
State laws, the African slave-trade to the United States
continued to flourish. It was notorious that New England traders
carried on a large traffic.1040 Members stated on the floor of
the House that “it was much to be regretted that the severe and
pointed statute against the slave trade had been so little
regarded. In defiance of its forbiddance and its penalties, it
was well known that citizens and vessels of the United States
were still engaged in that traffic.... In various parts of the
nation, outfits were made for slave-voyages, without secrecy,
shame, or apprehension.... Countenanced by their fellow-
citizens at home, who were as ready to buy as they themselves
were to collect and to bring to market, they approached our
Southern harbors and inlets, and clandestinely disembarked the
sooty offspring of the Eastern, upon the ill fated soil of the
Western hemisphere. In this way, it had been computed that,
during the last twelve months, twenty thousand enslaved negroes
had been transported from Guinea, and, by smuggling, added to
the plantation stock of Georgia and South Carolina. So little
respect seems to have been paid to the existing prohibitory
statute, that it may almost be considered as disregarded by
common consent.”1041

These voyages were generally made under the flag of a foreign
nation, and often the vessel was sold in a foreign port to escape
confiscation. South Carolina’s own Congressman confessed that
although the State had prohibited the trade since 1788, she “was
unable to enforce” her laws. “With navigable rivers running into
the heart of it,” said he, “it was impossible, with our means,
to prevent our Eastern brethren, who, in some parts of the Union,
in defiance of the authority of the General Government, have
been engaged in this trade, from introducing them into the
country. The law was completely evaded, and, for the last year
or two [1802-3], Africans were introduced into the country in

1039. This act would be supplemented on December 19, 1801 and amended on December 18, 1802. Cooper, STATUTES, VII. 436, 
444, 447.
1040. Cf. Fowler, LOCAL LAW IN MASSACHUSETTS AND CONNECTICUT, etc., page 126.
1041. Speech of S.L. Mitchell of New York, Feb. 14, 1804: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 8th Congress, 1st Session, page 1000. Cf. also 
speech of Bedinger: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, pages 997-8.

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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numbers little short, I believe, of what they would have been
had the trade been a legal one.”1042 The same tale undoubtedly
might have been told of Georgia.

1042. Speech of Lowndes in the House, Feb. 14, 1804: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 8th Congress,, 1st Session, page 992. Cf. Stanton’s 
speech later: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress, 2d Session, page 240.

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY

HDT WHAT? INDEX
 In this year the negrero Sally of Norfolk, Virginia was in some manner “libelled and acquitted,” with its 
owners becoming able to claim damages (AMERICAN STATE PAPERS, COMMERCE AND NAVIGATION, I, No. 
128).

President Thomas Jefferson wrote to James Monroe in regard to the accusations being leveled against him by 
James Thomson Callender, which had not at that point yet risen to the level of newspaper denunciations: “He 
knows nothing of me which I am not willing to declare to the world myself.”

(One wonders what that meant.)

During this year Jefferson’s mulatto house slave, dashing Sally Hemings at Monticello, “mighty near white,” 
was bearing the 5th of her seven children, presumably sired upon her by her owner since, in the one case out 
of the seven in which we do still have almost perfectly conclusive genetic evidence, that child was indeed 
Jefferson’s issue.

It has been established by the historian Dumas Malone that Jefferson was in the vicinity during the period when 
this child would have been conceived. This child, a daughter, would be given the name Harriet and was so 
much more improved racially than her “mighty near white” mama that, although technically a slave, when 
mature she would be able simply to vanish from the Monticello plantation and be absorbed, uneducated of 

1801
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course, into the general white population of Virginia.

But why, if Jefferson had been the daddy, had he not treated his child better? —Because that just wasn’t 
Jeffersonian:

But why, if Jefferson had been the daddy, had he not married the mommy? —Because this is the Thomas 
Jefferson who himself had penned the Virginia statute:

He was not in the habit of showing partiality
or fatherly affection to his children.

— Madison Hemings

A Father of our Country

A marriage between a person of free condition and
a slave, or between a white person and a negro,
or between a white person and a mulatto, shall be null.

RACE SLAVERY

RACE POLITICS
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“It is simply crazy that there should ever have come 
into being a world with such a sin in it, in which a man 
is set apart because of his color — the superficial fact 
about a human being. Who could want such a world? For 
an American fighting for his love of country, that the 
last hope of earth should from its beginning have 
swallowed slavery, is an irony so withering, a justice 
so intimate in its rebuke of pride, as to measure only 
with God.”

— Stanley Cavell, MUST WE MEAN WHAT WE SAY?
 1976, page 141

 April 8, Wednesday: Eugène Burnouf was born in Paris. His father Professor Jean Louis Burnouf (1775-1844) 
was a classical scholar.

In “An Act concerning slaves and servants,” New York prohibited slavetrading except when it amounted to 
transportation for crime (this would be re-enacted with amendments on March 31, 1817).

“... And be it further enacted, That no slave shall hereafter be imported
or brought into this State, unless the person importing or
bringing such slave shall be coming into this State with intent
to reside permanently therein and shall have resided without
this State, and also have owned such slave at least during one
year next preceding the importing or bringing in of such slave,”
etc. A certificate, sworn to, must be obtained; any violation
of this act or neglect to take out such certificate will result
in freedom to the slave. Any sale or limited transfer of any
person hereafter imported to be a public offence, under penalty
of $250, and freedom to the slave transferred. The export of
slaves or of any person freed by this act is forbidden, under
penalty of $250 and freedom to the slave. Transportation for
crime is permitted. LAWS OF NEW YORK, 1801 (edition of 1887), pages
547-52; LAWS OF NEW YORK, 1817 (edition of 1817), page 136.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: Of the twenty years from 1787 to 1807
it can only be said that they were, on the whole, a period of
disappointment so far as the suppression of the slave-trade was
concerned. Fear, interest, and philanthropy united for a time
in an effort which bade fair to suppress the trade; then the
real weakness of the constitutional compromise appeared, and the
interests of the few overcame the fears and the humanity of the
many.
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 It is truly said that nobody can do just one thing. As Eli Whitney’s 1792 cotton gin made cotton growing 
profitable and boosted demand for field hands, South Carolina needed to resume the importation of black 
slaves.

“It is simply crazy that there should ever have come 
into being a world with such a sin in it, in which a man 
is set apart because of his color — the superficial fact 
about a human being. Who could want such a world? For 
an American fighting for his love of country, that the 
last hope of earth should from its beginning have 
swallowed slavery, is an irony so withering, a justice 
so intimate in its rebuke of pride, as to measure only 
with God.”

— Stanley Cavell, MUST WE MEAN WHAT WE SAY?
 1976, page 141

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: The history of slavery and the slave-
trade after 1820 must be read in the light of the industrial
revolution through which the civilized world passed in the first
half of the nineteenth century. Between the years 1775 and 1825
occurred economic events and changes of the highest importance
and widest influence. Though all branches of industry felt the
impulse of this new industrial life, yet, “if we consider single
industries, cotton manufacture has, during the nineteenth
century, made the most magnificent and gigantic advances.”1043

This fact is easily explained by the remarkable series of
inventions that revolutionized this industry between 1738 and
1830, including Arkwright’s, Watt’s, Compton’s, and
Cartwright’s epoch-making contrivances.1044 The effect which
these inventions had on the manufacture of cotton goods is best
illustrated by the fact that in England, the chief cotton market
of the world, the consumption of raw cotton rose steadily from
13,000 bales in 1781, to 572,000 in 1820, to 871,000 in 1830,

1802

1043. Beer, Geschichte des Welthandels im 19TEN Jahrhundert, II. 67.
1044. A list of these inventions most graphically illustrates this advance: — 
1738, John Jay, fly-shuttle. John Wyatt, spinning by rollers.
1748, Lewis Paul, carding-machine.
1760, Robert Kay, drop-box.
1769, Richard Arkwright, water-frame and throstle. James Watt, steam-engine.
1772, James Lees, improvements on carding-machine.
1775, Richard Arkwright, series of combinations.
1779, Samuel Compton, mule.
1785, Edmund Cartwright, power-loom.
1803-4, Radcliffe and Johnson, dressing-machine.
1817, Roberts, fly-frame.
1818, William Eaton, self-acting frame.
1825-30, Roberts, improvements on mule.
Cf. Baines,  HISTORY OF THE COTTON MANUFACTURE, pages 116-231; Encyclopædia Britannica, 9th ed., article “Cotton.”
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and to 3,366,000 in 1860.1045 Very early, therefore, came the
query whence the supply of raw cotton was to come. Tentative
experiments on the rich, broad fields of the Southern United
States, together with the indispensable invention of Whitney’s
cotton-gin, soon answered this question: a new economic future
was opened up to this land, and immediately the whole South began
to extend its cotton culture, and more and more to throw its
whole energy into this one staple.
Here it was that the fatal mistake of compromising with slavery
in the beginning, and of the policy of laissez-faire pursued
thereafter, became painfully manifest; for, instead now of a
healthy, normal, economic development along proper industrial
lines, we have the abnormal and fatal rise of a slave-labor large
farming system, which, before it was realized, had so
intertwined itself with and braced itself upon the economic
forces of an industrial age, that a vast and terrible civil war
was necessary to displace it. The tendencies to a patriarchal
serfdom, recognizable in the age of Washington and Jefferson,
began slowly but surely to disappear; and in the second quarter
of the century Southern slavery was irresistibly changing from
a family institution to an industrial system.
The development of Southern slavery has heretofore been viewed
so exclusively from the ethical and social standpoint that we
are apt to forget its close and indissoluble connection with the
world’s cotton market. Beginning with 1820, a little after the
close of the Napoleonic wars, when the industry of cotton
manufacture had begun its modern development and the South had
definitely assumed her position as chief producer of raw cotton,
we find the average price of cotton per pound, 8½d. From this
time until 1845 the price steadily fell, until in the latter
year it reached 4d.; the only exception to this fall was in the
years 1832-1839, when, among other things, a strong increase in
the English demand, together with an attempt of the young slave
power to “corner” the market, sent the price up as high as 11d.
The demand for cotton goods soon outran a crop which McCullough
had pronounced “prodigious,” and after 1845 the price started
on a steady rise, which, except for the checks suffered during
the continental revolutions and the Crimean War, continued until
1860.1046 The steady increase in the production of cotton
explains the fall in price down to 1845. In 1822 the crop was a
half-million bales; in 1831, a million; in 1838, a million and
a half; and in 1840-1843, two million. By this time the world’s
consumption of cotton goods began to increase so rapidly that,
in spite of the increase in Southern crops, the price kept
rising. Three million bales were gathered in 1852, three and a
half million in 1856, and the remarkable crop of five million
bales in 1860.1047

Here we have data to explain largely the economic development
of the South. By 1822 the large-plantation slave system had
gained footing; in 1838-1839 it was able to show its power in
the cotton “corner;” by the end of the next decade it had not

1045. Baines,  HISTORY OF THE COTTON MANUFACTURE, page 215. A bale weighed from 375 lbs. to 400 lbs.
1046. The prices cited are from Newmarch and Tooke, and refer to the London market. The average price in 1855-60 was about 7d.
1047. From United States census reports.
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only gained a solid economic foundation, but it had built a
closed oligarchy with a political policy. The changes in price
during the next few years drove out of competition many
survivors of the small-farming free-labor system, and put the
slave régime in position to dictate the policy of the nation. The
zenith of the system and the first inevitable signs of decay
came in the years 1850-1860, when the rising price of cotton
threw the whole economic energy of the South into its
cultivation, leading to a terrible consumption of soil and
slaves, to a great increase in the size of plantations, and to
increasing power and effrontery on the part of the slave barons.
Finally, when a rising moral crusade conjoined with threatened
economic disaster, the oligarchy, encouraged by the state of the
cotton market, risked all on a political coup-d’état, which failed
in the war of 1861-1865.1048

1048. Cf. United States census reports; and Olmsted, THE COTTON KINGDOM.
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 Henry Peter Brougham’s AN INQUIRY INTO THE COLONIAL POLICY OF THE EUROPEAN POWERS, an argument 
against international slave trade. Although the book would not sell well, he would be able to relocate from 
Edinburgh to London and become a bencher at Lincoln’s Inn.

In about this year, according to Robert Sutcliff’s TRAVELS IN NORTH AMERICA (page 219) two negreros were 
seized and brought to Philadelphia, where the vessels were condemned and the slaves from their cargoes were 
put out to work as apprentices.

An invention important to the development of the cloth industry occurred during this year and the following 
one. Radcliffe and Johnson developed a dressing-machine. Because this development would have an impact 
on the demand for bales of cotton as a raw material for cloth, it would have an impact on the demand for field 
labor to grow this cotton, and therefore would have consequences in terms of human slavery — and in terms 
of the international slave trade.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: The history of slavery and the slave-
trade after 1820 must be read in the light of the industrial
revolution through which the civilized world passed in the first
half of the nineteenth century. Between the years 1775 and 1825
occurred economic events and changes of the highest importance
and widest influence. Though all branches of industry felt the
impulse of this new industrial life, yet, “if we consider single
industries, cotton manufacture has, during the nineteenth
century, made the most magnificent and gigantic advances.”1049

This fact is easily explained by the remarkable series of
inventions that revolutionized this industry between 1738 and
1830, including Arkwright’s, Watt’s, Compton’s, and
Cartwright’s epoch-making contrivances.1050 The effect which
these inventions had on the manufacture of cotton goods is best
illustrated by the fact that in England, the chief cotton market
of the world, the consumption of raw cotton rose steadily from
13,000 bales in 1781, to 572,000 in 1820, to 871,000 in 1830,
and to 3,366,000 in 1860.1051 Very early, therefore, came the
query whence the supply of raw cotton was to come. Tentative
experiments on the rich, broad fields of the Southern United
States, together with the indispensable invention of Whitney’s
cotton-gin, soon answered this question: a new economic future

1803

1049. Beer, Geschichte des Welthandels im 19TEN Jahrhundert, II. 67.
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was opened up to this land, and immediately the whole South began
to extend its cotton culture, and more and more to throw its
whole energy into this one staple.
Here it was that the fatal mistake of compromising with slavery
in the beginning, and of the policy of laissez-faire pursued
thereafter, became painfully manifest; for, instead now of a
healthy, normal, economic development along proper industrial
lines, we have the abnormal and fatal rise of a slave-labor large
farming system, which, before it was realized, had so
intertwined itself with and braced itself upon the economic
forces of an industrial age, that a vast and terrible civil war
was necessary to displace it. The tendencies to a patriarchal
serfdom, recognizable in the age of Washington and Jefferson,
began slowly but surely to disappear; and in the second quarter
of the century Southern slavery was irresistibly changing from
a family institution to an industrial system.
The development of Southern slavery has heretofore been viewed
so exclusively from the ethical and social standpoint that we
are apt to forget its close and indissoluble connection with the
world’s cotton market. Beginning with 1820, a little after the
close of the Napoleonic wars, when the industry of cotton
manufacture had begun its modern development and the South had
definitely assumed her position as chief producer of raw cotton,
we find the average price of cotton per pound, 8½d. From this
time until 1845 the price steadily fell, until in the latter
year it reached 4d.; the only exception to this fall was in the
years 1832-1839, when, among other things, a strong increase in
the English demand, together with an attempt of the young slave
power to “corner” the market, sent the price up as high as 11d.
The demand for cotton goods soon outran a crop which McCullough
had pronounced “prodigious,” and after 1845 the price started
on a steady rise, which, except for the checks suffered during
the continental revolutions and the Crimean War, continued until
1860.1052 The steady increase in the production of cotton
explains the fall in price down to 1845. In 1822 the crop was a
half-million bales; in 1831, a million; in 1838, a million and
a half; and in 1840-1843, two million. By this time the world’s
consumption of cotton goods began to increase so rapidly that,
in spite of the increase in Southern crops, the price kept

1050. A list of these inventions most graphically illustrates this advance: — 
1738, John Jay, fly-shuttle. John Wyatt, spinning by rollers.
1748, Lewis Paul, carding-machine.
1760, Robert Kay, drop-box.
1769, Richard Arkwright, water-frame and throstle. James Watt, steam-engine.
1772, James Lees, improvements on carding-machine.
1775, Richard Arkwright, series of combinations.
1779, Samuel Compton, mule.
1785, Edmund Cartwright, power-loom.
1803-4, Radcliffe and Johnson, dressing-machine.
1817, Roberts, fly-frame.
1818, William Eaton, self-acting frame.
1825-30, Roberts, improvements on mule.
Cf. Baines,  HISTORY OF THE COTTON MANUFACTURE, pages 116-231; Encyclopædia Britannica, 9th ed., article “Cotton.”
1051. Baines,  HISTORY OF THE COTTON MANUFACTURE, page 215. A bale weighed from 375 lbs. to 400 lbs.
1052. The prices cited are from Newmarch and Tooke, and refer to the London market. The average price in 1855-60 was about 7d.
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rising. Three million bales were gathered in 1852, three and a
half million in 1856, and the remarkable crop of five million
bales in 1860.1053

Here we have data to explain largely the economic development
of the South. By 1822 the large-plantation slave system had
gained footing; in 1838-1839 it was able to show its power in
the cotton “corner;” by the end of the next decade it had not
only gained a solid economic foundation, but it had built a
closed oligarchy with a political policy. The changes in price
during the next few years drove out of competition many
survivors of the small-farming free-labor system, and put the
slave régime in position to dictate the policy of the nation. The
zenith of the system and the first inevitable signs of decay
came in the years 1850-1860, when the rising price of cotton
threw the whole economic energy of the South into its
cultivation, leading to a terrible consumption of soil and
slaves, to a great increase in the size of plantations, and to
increasing power and effrontery on the part of the slave barons.
Finally, when a rising moral crusade conjoined with threatened
economic disaster, the oligarchy, encouraged by the state of the
cotton market, risked all on a political coup-d’état, which failed
in the war of 1861-1865.1054

 February 28, Monday: The United States House of Representatives and Senate approved An Act to Prevent 
the Importation of Certain Persons into Certain States, Where, by the Laws Thereof, Their Admission is 
Prohibited.

“An Act to prevent the importation of certain persons into
certain states, where, by the laws thereof, their admission is
prohibited.” STATUTES AT LARGE, II. 205. For copy of the proposed
bill which this replaced, see ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 7th Congress, 2d
session, page 467. For proceedings in Congress, see HOUSE JOURNAL
(reprint of 1826), 7th Congress, 2d session, IV 304, 324, 347;
SENATE JOURNAL (reprint of 1821), 7th Congress, 2d session, III.
267, 268, 269-70, 273, 275, 276, 279.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: The Haytian revolt, having been among
the main causes of two laws, soon was the direct instigation to
a third. The frightened feeling in the South, when freedmen from
the West Indies began to arrive in various ports, may well be
imagined. On January 17, 1803, the town of Wilmington, North
Carolina, hastily memorialized Congress, stating the arrival of
certain freed Negroes from Guadeloupe, and apprehending “much
danger to the peace and safety of the people of the Southern
States of the Union” from the “admission of persons of that
description into the United States.”1055 The House committee
which considered this petition hastened to agree “That the

1053. From United States census reports.
1054. Cf. United States census reports; and Olmsted, THE COTTON KINGDOM.
1055. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 7th Congress, 2d Session, pages 385-6.
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system of policy stated in the said memorial to exist, and to
be now pursued in the French colonial government, of the West
Indies, is fraught with danger to the peace and safety of the
United States. That the fact stated to have occurred in the
prosecution of that system of policy, demands the prompt
interference of the Government of the United States, as well
Legislative as Executive.”1056 The result was a bill providing
for the forfeiture of any ship which should bring into States
prohibiting the same “any negro, mulatto, or other person of
color;” the captain of the ship was also to be punished. After
some opposition1057 the bill became a law, February 28, 1803.1058

Incorporation of the new “Western Society of Middlesex Husbandmen,” to promote “useful improvements in 
agriculture.”Agricultural Society. — This, though properly a county society, is so connected with Concord, as 

to deserve to be noticed in its history. The members of the Massachusetts Agricultural Society, living in the 
western parts of the county, met at Chelmsford, January 6, 1794, and formed a society for the “promotion of 
useful improvements in agriculture,” and were incorporated, February 28, 1803, as “The Western Society of 
Middlesex Husbandmen.” It did not include Concord, nor other towns in the easterly part of the county. 
Meetings were held semi-annually, alternately at Westford and Littleton, but no public exhibitions took place. 
The following gentlemen were successively elected Presidents; the Rev. Jonathan Newell of Stow, the Rev. 
Phineas Whitney of Shirley, the Rev. Edmund Foster of Littleton, Ebenezer Bridge of Chelmsford, Dr. Oliver 
Prescott of Groton, Colonel Benjamin Osgood of Westford, Wallis Tuttle, Esq., of Littleton, and the Hon. 
Samuel Dana of Groton.
An act was passed, February 20, 1819, authorizing any agricultural society, possessing $1,000 in funds, to 
draw $200 from the state treasury, and in the same proportion for a larger sum. This society accordingly voted, 
in the following September, to extend its operation throughout the county, and to raise funds that it might avail 
itself of the grant of the state. An act passed, January 24, 1824, incorporating it as “The Society of Middlesex 
Husbandmen and Manufacturers”; and it was agreed to have annual shows at Concord. The first was held here 
October 11, 1820; and they have since been annually repeated. The subjoined table exhibits the names of the 
presidents, orators, and amounts of premiums awarded. The names of those orators, whose addresses have 
been published, are printed in italics.1059

 December 17, Saturday: The foreign slave trade was resumed after a hiatus of 16 years. Over the following 
4 years 40,000 slaves would be imported into the United States.

South Carolina decided to allow them to be brought in only when they were being fetched fresh from Africa 
rather than after they had become acclimated to the West Indies islands.

1056. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, page 424.
1057. See House Bills Nos. 89 and 101; ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 7th Congress, 2d Session, pages 424, 459-67. For the debate, see 
ANNALS OF CONGRESS, pages 459-72.
1058. STATUTES AT LARGE, II. 205.
1059. Lemuel Shattuck’s 1835 A HISTORY OF THE TOWN OF CONCORD;.... Boston: Russell, Odiorne, and Company; 

Concord MA: John Stacy
(On or about November 11, 1837 Henry Thoreau would indicate a familiarity 
with the contents of at least pages 2-3 and 6-9 of this historical study. On July 16, 1859 he would correct a date mistake
buried in the body of the text.)

CONCORD
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“An Act to alter and amend the several Acts respecting the
importation or bringing into this State, from beyond seas, or
elsewhere, Negroes and other persons of colour; and for other
purposes therein mentioned.”

§ 1. Acts of 1792, 1794, 1796, 1798, 1800, 1802, hereby repealed.

§ 2. Importation of Negroes from the West Indies prohibited.

§ 3. No Negro over fifteen years of age to be imported from the
United States except under certificate of good character.

§ 5. Negroes illegally imported to be forfeited and sold, etc.
Cooper, STATUTES, VII. 449.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: In a few years [after the Haitian
revolution began] the growing sentiment had crystallized into
legislation. The Southern States took immediate measures to
close their ports, first against West India Negroes, finally
against all slaves. Georgia, who had had legal slavery only from
1755, and had since passed no restrictive legislation, felt
compelled in 17931060 to stop the entry of free Negroes, and in
17981061 to prohibit, under heavy penalties, the importation of
all slaves. This provision was placed in the Constitution of the
State, and, although miserably enforced, was never repealed.
South Carolina was the first Southern State in which the
exigencies of a great staple crop rendered the rapid consumption
of slaves more profitable than their proper maintenance.
Alternating, therefore, between a plethora and a dearth of
Negroes, she prohibited the slave-trade only for short periods.
In 17881062 she had forbidden the trade for five years, and in
1792,1063 being peculiarly exposed to the West Indian
insurrection, she quickly found it “inexpedient” to allow
Negroes “from Africa, the West India Islands, or other place
beyond sea” to enter for two years. This act continued to be
extended, although with lessening penalties, until 1803.1064 The
home demand in view of the probable stoppage of the trade in
1808, the speculative chances of the new Louisiana Territory
trade, and the large already existing illicit traffic combined
in that year to cause the passage of an act, December 17,
reopening the African slave-trade, although still carefully
excluding “West India” Negroes.1065 This action profoundly
stirred the Union, aroused anti-slavery sentiment, led to a
concerted movement for a constitutional amendment, and, failing

1060. Prince, DIGEST OF THE LAWS OF GEORGIA, page 786; Marbury and Crawford, DIGEST OF THE LAWS OF GEORGIA, pages 440, 
442. The exact text of this act appears not to be extant. Section I. is stated to have been “re-enacted by the constitution.” Possibly 
this act prohibited slaves also, although this is not certain. Georgia passed several regulative acts between 1755 and 1793. Cf. Renne, 
COLONIAL ACTS OF GEORGIA, pages 73-4, 164, note.
1061. Marbury and Crawford, DIGEST OF THE LAWS OF GEORGIA, page 30, § 11. The clause was penned by Peter J. Carnes of 
Jefferson. Cf. W.B. Stevens, HISTORY OF GEORGIA (1847), II. 501.
1062. Grimké, PUBLIC LAWS, page 466.
1063. Cooper and McCord, STATUTES, VII. 431.
1064. Cooper and McCord, STATUTES, VII. 433-6, 444, 447.
1065. Cooper and McCord, STATUTES, VII. 449.
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in this, to an irresistible demand for a national prohibitory
act at the earliest constitutional moment.
North Carolina had repealed her prohibitory duty act in 1790,1066

but in 1794 she passed an “Act to prevent further importation
and bringing of slaves,” etc.1067 Even the body-servants of West
India immigrants and, naturally, all free Negroes, were
eventually prohibited.1068

This vast and apparently irrepressible illicit traffic was one
of three causes which led South Carolina, December 17, 1803, to
throw aside all pretence and legalize her growing slave-trade;
the other two causes were the growing certainty of total
prohibition of the traffic in 1808, and the recent purchase of
Louisiana by the United States, with its vast prospective demand
for slave labor. Such a combination of advantages, which meant
fortunes to planters and Charleston slave-merchants, could not
longer be withheld from them; the prohibition was repealed, and
the United States became again, for the first time in at least
five years, a legal slave mart. This action shocked the nation,
frightening Southern States with visions of an influx of
untrained barbarians and servile insurrections, and arousing and
intensifying the anti-slavery feeling of the North, which had
long since come to think of the trade, so far as legal enactment
went, as a thing of the past.

1066. Martin, IREDELL’S ACTS OF ASSEMBLY, I. 492.
1067. Martin, IREDELL’S ACTS OF ASSEMBLY, II. 53.
1068. Cf. Martin, IREDELL’S ACTS OF ASSEMBLY, II. 94; LAWS OF NORTH CAROLINA (revision of 1819), I. 786.
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 Christmas, Sunday,: William Thornton and Francis Fitzhugh Conway, cousins, found themselves in 
competition for the attentions of a niece of James Madison, Miss Nellie Madison, who was a guest at Chatham 
during this year’s Christmas season. The cousins arrived at the Chatham festivities on horseback and their 
horses were stabled. Francis had outfitted his horse with a handsome new bridle and told the young lady in the 
course of the evening that he was going to “surprise” her. When it came time for him to display his horse, he 
found that the groom had switched the bridles. It was his cousin’s horse that impressed Miss Nellie. He accused 
his cousin of having paid the groom to switch the bridles, which meant they needed to have a duel. They met 
on a narrow pathway between Alum Spring Rock and a mill pond and each shot the other in the region of the 
bladder. The cousins died at about the same hour.

James DeWolf of Bristol gave his wife a pair of slaves as her Christmas present. “I went shopping in this 
boutique in Africa and brought you home a little something, Darling. It’s a matched set.”1069

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: Of the twenty years from 1787 to 1807
it can only be said that they were, on the whole, a period of
disappointment so far as the suppression of the slave-trade was
concerned. Fear, interest, and philanthropy united for a time
in an effort which bade fair to suppress the trade; then the

1069. Clearly, there’s a terminology problem here. In an effort to resolve this terminology issue, at the Republican National 
Convention in New York during August 2004 –at which the Republican Party would for four days make an effort to strip from its 
face its mask of hostility to the plight of the downtrodden and reveal its true countenance of benevolent conservatism and concern– 
these people would be sensitively referred to by a Hoosier Republican running for the US Senate as “involuntary immigrants.”

So, perhaps, this is a good point at which to insert a story about involuntary immigrants that has been passed on to us by Ram 
Varmha, a retired IBM engineer whose father had briefly served as Maharaja after the independence of Cochin. He relates the story 
as narrated to him by his paternal grandmother who lived in Thripoonithura, Cochin: “When my grandmother (born 1882) was a 
young girl she would go with the elder ladies of the family to the Pazhayannur Devi Temple in Fort Cochin, next to the Cochin 
Lantha Palace built by the Dutch (Landers = Lantha), which was an early establishment of the Cochin royal family before the 
administration moved to Thripoonithura. My grandmother often told us that in the basement of the Lantha Palace, in a confined 
area, a family of Africans had been kept locked up, as in a zoo! By my Grandmother’s time all the Africans had died. But, some of 
the elder ladies had narrated the story to her of ‘Kappiries’ (Africans) kept in captivity there. It seems visitors would give them fruits 
and bananas. They were well cared for but always kept in confinement. My grandmother did not know all the details but according 
to her, ‘many’ years earlier, a ship having broken its mast drifted into the old Cochin harbor. When the locals climbed aboard, they 
found a crewless ship, but in the hold there were some chained ‘Kappiries’ still alive; others having perished. The locals did not 
know what to do with them. Not understanding their language and finding the Africans in chains, the locals thought that these were 
dangerous to set free. So they herded the poor Africans into the basement of the Cochin Fort, and held them in captivity, for many, 
many years! I have no idea when the initial incident happened, but I presume it took place in the late 1700s or early 1800s. This 
points to the possibility that it was, in fact, a slave ship carrying human cargo from East Africa to either the USA or the West Indies. 
An amazing and rather bizarre story. Incidentally, this is not an ‘old woman's tale’! Its quite reliable. My grandmother would identify 
some of the older ladies who had actually seen the surviving Kappiries.”
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real weakness of the constitutional compromise appeared, and the
interests of the few overcame the fears and the humanity of the
many.

In Newport, Rhode Island, by this point Friend Stephen Wanton Gould, age 22, had reached a firm decision to 
“go to journey work” repairing timepieces, for his livelihood. Having just completed one apprenticeship which 
had been for seven years (we don’t know the nature of this), he apprenticed himself anew, to learn watch repair 
from Friend David Williams. While his brothers would be going into trade and traveling, he himself would be 
staying home and devoting himself to mundane activity — this in order to avoid any personal involvement at 
all in any slavery-related economic activity.  He wrote in his journal of the religious anguish of his mind.

The DeWolf Carriage
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 For the Danes of Denmark, their “Act of 1792” approved in 1802 abolishing any and all involvement in 
slaving at this point came into effect.

1804

Date Slave-trade Abolished by

1802 Denmark

1807 Great Britain; United States

1813 Sweden

1814 Netherlands

1815 Portugal (north of the equator)

1817 Spain (north of the equator)

1818 France

1820 Spain

1829 Brazil (?)

1830 Portugal
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In two years Henry Peter Brougham had contributed 35 articles on scientific, political, and economic topics to 
the Edinburgh Review, such as A CONCISE STATEMENT OF THE QUESTION REGARDING THE ABOLITION OF THE 
SLAVE TRADE, while preparing his first book, AN INQUIRY INTO THE COLONIAL POLICY OF THE EUROPEAN 
POWERS. During this period he also had been engaging in the practice of law!

A negrero was allowed by Governor Claiborne to offload a cargo of 50 new slaves in Louisiana (AMERICAN 
STATE PAPERS, MISCELLANEOUS, I, No. 177).

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: Of the twenty years from 1787 to 1807
it can only be said that they were, on the whole, a period of
disappointment so far as the suppression of the slave-trade was
concerned. Fear, interest, and philanthropy united for a time
in an effort which bade fair to suppress the trade; then the
real weakness of the constitutional compromise appeared, and the
interests of the few overcame the fears and the humanity of the
many.
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 February: The first customs collector for Bristol, Rhode Island, Jonathan Russell, had been constantly 
interfering with the international slave trade in strict application and implementation of official US federal law 
and policy. The DeWolfs and the other slave trading families of Bristol therefore arranged with President 
Thomas Jefferson to have Russell replaced with a brother-in-law of theirs, Charles Collins, who was captain 
of one of that family’s negrero vessels — a man who could be counted on to not enforce the federal law against 
the importation of generations of fresh slaves from Africa into the United States of America.

President Jefferson must have been doing something that Republicans liked, for in this month a Republican 
congressional caucus nominated him for re-election as president. (New York governor George Clinton was 
nominated to run as the Republican candidate for vice-president.)

The DeWolf Crest

The DeWolf Carriage
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 February 14, Tuesday: Serbians rebelled against Turkish rule.

The federal House of Representatives considered the possibility of censuring the state of South Carolina for 
its decision of December 17, 1803 to begin to import new slaves fresh from Africa. This was then ruled, by 
the Chairman of the Committee of the Whole, to be out of order.

Representative Moore of South Carolina offered the following
resolution, as a substitute to Mr. Bard’s taxing proposition of
Jan. 6: — 
“Resolved, That this House receive with painful sensibility
information that one of the Southern States, by a repeal of
certain prohibitory laws, have permitted a traffic unjust in its
nature, and highly impolitic in free Governments.” ANNALS OF
CONGRESS, 8th Congress, 1st session, page 1004.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: This vast and apparently irrepressible
illicit traffic was one of three causes which led South
Carolina, December 17, 1803, to throw aside all pretence and
legalize her growing slave-trade; the other two causes were the
growing certainty of total prohibition of the traffic in 1808,
and the recent purchase of Louisiana by the United States, with
its vast prospective demand for slave labor. Such a combination
of advantages, which meant fortunes to planters and Charleston
slave-merchants, could not longer be withheld from them; the
prohibition was repealed, and the United States became again,
for the first time in at least five years, a legal slave mart.
This action shocked the nation, frightening Southern States with
visions of an influx of untrained barbarians and servile
insurrections, and arousing and intensifying the anti-slavery
feeling of the North, which had long since come to think of the
trade, so far as legal enactment went, as a thing of the past.
Scarcely a month after this repeal, Bard of Pennsylvania
solemnly addressed Congress on the matter. “For many reasons,”
said he, “this House must have been justly surprised by a recent
measure of one of the Southern States. The impressions, however,
which that measure gave my mind, were deep and painful. Had I
been informed that some formidable foreign Power had invaded our
country, I would not, I ought not, be more alarmed than on
hearing that South Carolina had repealed her law prohibiting the
importation of slaves.... Our hands are tied, and we are obliged
to stand confounded, while we see the flood-gate opened, and
pouring incalculable miseries into our country.”1070 He then
moved, as the utmost legal measure, a tax of ten dollars per
head on slaves imported.
Debate on this proposition did not occur until February 14, when
Lowndes explained the circumstances of the repeal, and a long
controversy took place.1071 Those in favor of the tax argued that
the trade was wrong, and that the tax would serve as some slight

1070. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 8th Congress, 1st Session, pages 820, 876.
1071. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, pages 992-1036.
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check; the tax was not inequitable, for if a State did not wish
to bear it she had only to prohibit the trade; the tax would add
to the revenue, and be at the same time a moral protest against
an unjust and dangerous traffic. Against this it was argued that
if the tax furnished a revenue it would defeat its own object,
and make prohibition more difficult in 1808; it was inequitable,
because it was aimed against one State, and would fall
exclusively on agriculture; it would give national sanction to
the trade; it would look “like an attempt in the General
Government to correct a State for the undisputed exercise of its
constitutional powers;” the revenue would be inconsiderable, and
the United States had nothing to do with the moral principle;
while a prohibitory tax would be defensible, a small tax like
this would be useless as a protection and criminal as a revenue
measure.
The whole debate hinged on the expediency of the measure, few
defending South Carolina’s action.1072 Finally, a bill was
ordered to be brought in, which was done on the 17th.1073 Another
long debate took place, covering substantially the same ground.
It was several times hinted that if the matter were dropped South
Carolina might again prohibit the trade. This, and the vehement
opposition, at last resulted in the postponement of the bill,
and it was not heard from again during the session.

 February 15, Wednesday: General Jean-Victor Moreau was arrested as part of a royalist conspiracy to 
overthrow the government and taken to the Temple (a large prison in Paris).

Since the federal House of Representatives had decided that it really couldn’t censure a state for importing 
slaves from Africa, it considered enacting a federal tariff on their import (although such a bill would be read, 
it would never be considered).

“Resolved, That a tax of ten dollars be imposed on every slave
imported into any part of the United States.”
“Ordered, That a bill, or bills, be brought in, pursuant to the
said resolution,” etc. Feb. 16 “a bill laying a duty on slaves
imported into the United States” was read, but was never
considered. HOUSE JOURNAL (reprint of 1826), 8th Congress, 1st
session, IV 523, 578, 580, 581-2, 585; ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 8th
Congress, 1st session, pages 820, 876, 991, 1012, 1020, 1024-36.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: About this time the cession of Louisiana
brought before Congress the question of the status of slavery
and the slave-trade in the Territories. Twice or thrice before
had the subject called for attention. The first time was in the
Congress of the Confederation, when, by the Ordinance of

1072. Huger of South Carolina declared that the whole South Carolina Congressional delegation opposed the repeal of the law, 
although they maintained the State’s right to do so if she chose: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 8th Congress, 1st Session, page 1005.
1073. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, pages 1020-36; HOUSE JOURNAL (reprinted 1826), 8th Congress, 1st Session, IV 523, 578, 580, 581-
5.
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1787,1074 both slavery and the slave-trade were excluded from the
Northwest Territory. In 1790 Congress had accepted the cession
of North Carolina back lands on the express condition that
slavery there be undisturbed.1075 Nothing had been said as to
slavery in the South Carolina cession (1787),1076 but it was
tacitly understood that the provision of the Northwest Ordinance
would not be applied. In 1798 the bill introduced for the cession
of Mississippi contained a specific declaration that the anti-
slavery clause of 1787 should not be included.1077 The bill
passed the Senate, but caused long and excited debate in the
House.1078 It was argued, on the one hand, that the case in
Mississippi was different from that in the Northwest Territory,
because slavery was a legal institution in all the surrounding
country, and to prohibit the institution was virtually to
prohibit the settling of the country. On the other hand,
Gallatin declared that if this amendment should not obtain, “he
knew not how slaves could be prevented from being introduced by
way of New Orleans, by persons who are not citizens of the United
States.” It was moved to strike out the excepting clause; but
the motion received only twelve votes, — an apparent indication
that Congress either did not appreciate the great precedent it
was establishing, or was reprehensibly careless. Harper of South
Carolina then succeeded in building up the Charleston slave-
trade interest by a section forbidding the slave traffic from
“without the limits of the United States.” Thatcher moved to
strike out the last clause of this amendment, and thus to
prohibit the interstate trade, but he failed to get a second.1079

Thus the act passed, punishing the introduction of slaves from
without the country by a fine of $300 for each slave, and freeing
the slave.1080

In 1804 President Jefferson communicated papers to Congress on
the status of slavery and the slave-trade in Louisiana.1081 The
Spanish had allowed the traffic by edict in 1793, France had not
stopped it, and Governor Claiborne had refrained from
interference. A bill erecting a territorial government was
already pending.1082 The Northern “District of Louisiana” was
placed under the jurisdiction of Indiana Territory, and was made
subject to the provisions of the Ordinance of 1787. Various
attempts were made to amend the part of the bill referring to
the Southern Territory: first, so as completely to prohibit the
slave-trade;1083 then to compel the emancipation at a certain age
of all those imported;1084 next, to confine all importation to
that from the States;1085 and, finally, to limit it further to

1074. On slavery in the Territories, cf. Welling, in REPORT AMERICAN HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION, 1891, pages 133-60.
1075. STATUTES AT LARGE, I. 108.
1076. JOURNALS OF CONGRESS, XII. 137-8.
1077. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 5th Congress, 1st Session, pages 511, 515, 532-3.
1078. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 5th Congress, 2d Session, pages 1235, 1249, 1277-84, 1296-1313.
1079. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 5th Congress, 2d Session, page 1313.
1080. STATUTES AT LARGE, I. 549.
1081. AMERICAN STATE PAPERS, MISCELLANEOUS, I. No. 177.
1082. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 8th Congress, 1st Session, pages 106, 211, 223, 231, 233-4, 238.
1083. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, pages 240, 1186.
1084. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, page 241.
1085. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, page 240.
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slaves imported before South Carolina opened her ports.1086 The
last two amendments prevailed, and the final act also extended
to the Territory the Acts of 1794 and 1803. Only slaves imported
before May 1, 1798, could be introduced, and those must be slaves
of actual settlers.1087 All slaves illegally imported were freed.
This stringent act was limited to one year. The next year, in
accordance with the urgent petition of the inhabitants, a bill
was introduced against these restrictions.1088 By dexterous
wording, this bill, which became a law March 2, 1805,1089 swept
away all restrictions upon the slave-trade except that relating
to foreign ports, and left even this provision so ambiguous
that, later, by judicial interpretation of the law,1090 the
foreign slave-trade was allowed, at least for a time.
Such a stream of slaves now poured into the new Territory that
the following year a committee on the matter was appointed by
the House.1091 The committee reported that they “are in
possession of the fact, that African slaves, lately imported
into Charleston, have been thence conveyed into the territory
of Orleans, and, in their opinion, this practice will be
continued to a very great extent, while there is no law to
prevent it.”1092 The House ordered a bill checking this to be
prepared; and such a bill was reported, but was soon dropped.1093

Importations into South Carolina during this time reached
enormous proportions. Senator Smith of that State declared from
official returns that, between 1803 and 1807, 39,075 Negroes
were imported into Charleston, most of whom went to the
Territories.1094

 March 22, Thursday: George Gordon, Lord Byron began a holiday at Burgage Manor.

In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould’s religious sensitivities were maturing. He 
remembered having heard Friend Henry Hull minister eloquently on the need to abstain from sugar and all 
other slave-made goods. He reflected that had he done as he should have done, and joined in this total boycott, 
he would not be being “thus tried now.”

1086. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, page 242.
1087. For further proceedings, see ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 8th Congress, 1st Session, pages 240-55, 1038-79, 1128-9, 1185-9. For 
the law, see STATUTES AT LARGE, II. 283-9.
1088. First, a bill was introduced applying the Northwest Ordinance to the Territory (ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 8th Congress, 2d 
Session, pages 45-6); but this was replaced by a Senate bill (ANNALS OF CONGRESS, page 68; SENATE JOURNAL, reprinted 1821, 
8th Congress, 2d Session, III. 464). For the petition of the inhabitants, see ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 8th Congress, 2d Session, page 
727-8.
1089. The bill was hurried through, and there are no records of debate. Cf. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 8th Congress, 2d Session, pages 
28-69, 727, 871, 957, 1016-20, 1213-5. In SENATE JOURNAL (reprinted 1821), III., see Index, Bill No. 8. Importation of slaves was 
allowed by a clause erecting a Frame of Government “similar” to that of the Mississippi Territory.
1090. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress, 1st Session, page 443. The whole trade was practically foreign, for the slavers merely 
entered the Negroes at Charleston and immediately reshipped them to New Orleans. Cf. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 16th Congress, 1st 
Session, page 264.
1091. HOUSE JOURNAL (reprinted 1826), 9th Congress, 1st Session, V. 264; ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress, 1st Session, pages 
445, 878.
1092. HOUSE REPORTS, 9th Congress, 1st Session, Feb. 17, 1806.
1093. House Bill No. 123.
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22 of 3rd M 1804 fifth day preparative Meeting
Our Meeting was silent, in which my mind was favored with 
quietude, but it is a low time, & perhaps rendered the more so, 
as I see no way to prosper on my outward business, so little 
that it seems as if I am ready to conclude I must throw it up & 
work at journey work —— And notwithstanding I have been favored 
to get along so far beyond what I had a right to expect yet there 
is now allmost a total stagnation, & it dont seem as if I feel 
any liberty to extend my persuits as the Traffic of the World 
has become so extreamly iniquitous, that a person who is 
concerned to dwell within the holy enclosure of Truth can hardly 
be concerned in it with any degree of purity, or at least without 
becoming contaminated therewith ——The African Slave Trade is 
something with which my mind has become burdened of late, & if 
I knew where to draw the line I think that I would wholly 
renounce the use of any produce raised by the poor Black people 
for their cruel task Masters who which they sell to us to 
increase their purses & support themselves in rioting & 
drunkeness, fullness of bread & aboundance of Idleness while the 
poor afflicted Slaves are suffering for the want of the absolute 
nessaries of life. But it is a matter so very extensive that 
almost every imported Article that we eat or drink is raised by 
the labor of Slaves & the generality of friends so very easy 
about the use and traffic of those things that I see little 
encouragement from any quarter to take up the cross in that 
respect. And what is still more of a block in the way is I am 
so situated in life as to make it extreamly inconvenient. So 
believe I must wait and & see what my feelings will be upon the 
occasion

1094. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 16th Congress, 2d Session, pages 73-7. This report covers the time from Jan. 1, 1804, to Dec. 31, 
1807. During that time the following was the number of ships engaged in the traffic: — 
From Charleston, 61 From Connecticut, 1
From Rhode Island, 59 From Sweden, 1
From Baltimore, 4 From Great Britain, 70
From Boston, 1 From France, 3
From Norfolk, 2 202
The consignees of these slave ships were natives of
Charleston 13
Rhode Island 88
Great Britain 91
France 10
 ——— 
 202
The following slaves were imported: — 
By British vessels 19,949
By French vessels 1,078
 ——— 
 21,027
By American vessels: — 
By Charleston merchants 2,006
By Rhode Island merchants 7,958
By Foreign merchants 5,717
By other Northern merchants 930
By other Southern merchants 1,437 18,048
 ——— ——— 
Total number of slaves imported, 1804-7 39,075
It is, of course, highly probable that the Custom House returns were much below the actual figures.
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I fully believe that had I have been faithful to my feelings 
about ten years ago, I should have been thus tried now, for 
I remember in the Yearly Meeting about that time the matter 
concerning the use of Shugar was spoken to in Such a manner by 
our friend Henry Hull from Nine Partners as did greatly affect 
my mind, & the same conviction followed me at times ever since, 
& tho’ I was but young about twelve years of age, yet I believe 
a sacrifice of that kind would have been acceptable to the Lord, 
& perhaps have been the means of my groth & furtherance in the 
truth, & and the means of my being stronger and more fervant in 
spirit than I have been.
My mind was very early touched with feelings which sometimes 
wrought powerfully, & even did bring me to many tears while alone 
by my self, which I knew then, & have since more sensibly felt 
was the Lords power & goodness at work in me, which would have 
purified from all the defilements of flesh and spirit & 
preserved me out of much light irreverent & unproffitable 
company, which I have sometimes been in the way of & and too 
much partook of their spirit. Everything begits its own likeness 
& as lightness begits lightness, so seriousness does 
seriousness. I have found that when I have been in company with 
sober feeling friends my mind has been brought into sympathy 
with them, & also when I have been in the company of my young 
associates, brethren & citizens of Society, it has often been 
my place to set silent most of the time for an example to them 
& for profit to myself, which I really have the comfort to 
believe has been of use to myself & those around me; as such 
behaviour will tend to keep down lightness in others more than 
at first we may be sensible of.
Oh how doth all that is alive within me at this time, crave that 
my future walks in life may be in the pure spirit & wisdom of 
Truth. A life thus led is of more value & will yeald more peace 
than one filled up with all the pleasing things of time & sense, 
which will last but for a moment, nor even for a moment as they 
often carry with them more of a sting than pleasure Whereas a 
life humbly dedicated to the Masters will, altho he may see meet 
to lead us thro many tribulations in this life & mingle with our 
draught the Wormwood & Gaul, yet in the end he will crown us 
with life immortal, peace & Glory in the Mansions on High.
I have written thus much as it has occurred to me sentence by 
sentence having but little prospect when I begun, further then 
to insert my feelings at Meeting.
Much could I write of the feelings experience of my youth were 
they to open with a sufficient degree of life to render them 
useful in a future day to myself —— particularly of my 
apprentiship which was made up with many ——? [&] inward trials 
of flesh & spirit which I desire to remember, as I believe they 
were all permitted for my refinement & improvement but as one 
can ever fully know but myself thro the corse of it from outward 
appearances one would think that I met with nothing to try my 
patience, but many tears have I Shed when alone by myself when 
no eye but that of heaven hath seen me imploring the divine 
Succor in times of very deep and proving trials, when it hath 
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seemed as if my poor heart was almost broken from a complication 
of besetments, hardly knowing whether to turn to the right hand 
or to the left, seeing no way to get along with peace in my mind 
but to press gently forward thro’ the narrow passage that I stood 
in, with a considerable degree of faith & patience was favored 
to reach the Age of 21 Years honorable. And served my master 
faithfully tho perhaps if I had been more faithful in some points 
of conduct I might have bettered it. I stayed the whole time 
which was from the 15th of the 8th M 1795 to the 30th of the 12 
M 1802. Most of the time I had but few associates, & often walked 
alone both inwardly & outwardly, the refining had [hand] of God 
was often upon me & I loved solitude I spent most of the evenings 
of the three last years of my apprentiship at my dearst Aunt 
Martha Gould either in coppying good peaces of writing, or 
reading George Foxe’s Journal which I read through & trust my 
mind was much benefited therby. In this the chief of my evenings 
were passed & I am now thankful for it, as it is probable I might 
have spent them much worse had I have given way to a light airy 
mind & run unto such company. The company of my endeared Aunt I 
dearly love & have occasion to, for her Motherly care & religious 
concern over me in my infantile years. When a child I lived with 
her & have good reason to believe that her concern even travel 
of Spirit for my prosperity (under the divine Blessing) was one 
of the main things which preserved me from the facenating things 
of the world. I now remember how dearly I used to love her 
Company & the company of good friends who came to visit her, of 
which there was not a few, as she is a Woman much esteemed by 
all her acquaintances & particularly set by in society as a 
weighty & useful Member, in whose service she hath spent much 
of her time. & tho’ a poor woman & nothing to depend upon but 
her daily labor for support which she hath obtained credibly & 
honorably in the forepart of her life by Tayloring & now in her 
latter days keeps a school & Chiefly maintains herself & two 
sisters. Yet thus poor she hath spent allmost twenty Years of 
her life in weighty appointment [to] office of an Overseer in 
Society, in which she was very useful, being careful that her 
conduct brought no reproach upon her standing.
Now to return & add a little further to my own particular I may 
say that from a child I was singularly fond of the company of 
elderly friends & took much life in sitting with them hearing 
them converse in matter [in] which they were experienced & often 
gained much information & solid instruction therefrom. I now 
feel renewed [cup?] of thankfulness for my many favors in this 
way, believing that they have kept me from much unprofitable 
company, into which youth are drawn thro’ inattention to that 
divine inward principal which is made manifest to us even in 
very young years. May this which has been mercifully vouchsafed 
in my childhood be extended thro’ the succeeding days of my 
pilgrimage. My spirit often bows in reverent humility before the 
Almighty God for the discovery of his will, thus far & also have 
abourdant [?] cause to humble myself with my mouth in the dust 
at my frequent rejections of his holy calls. May my spirit be 
more & more engaged in faithfully performing what he will please 
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to have me do.
There was another relation of mine who hath gone in peace to her 
grave some years agoo, with whom I was very fond of being with, 
& from whom I have reaped solid instruction She was a woman 
indowed with a good understanding, & large share of [? pale??] 
which rendered her very engaging to me; as she could speak 
experimentally in things of an inward & outward nature. Some of 
her advice & observations I still instructingly remember, nor 
do I wish those seasons to be forgot. The above mentioned 
relation name was Mary Marsh.
These things have all very unexpectably occured in my mind 
having no prospect of inserting anything but the pressent state 
of my mind when I first begun, & I have expected to stop at every 
page, but [?] one thing after another has occured [?] have 
written on till now & dont know why I should give this small 
account of my pilgrimage & that of my dear Aunts as I never 
expect any one will ever be benefited by my Diary but myself, 
the chief end that I have had in it was to keep in rememberance 
what I have once felt & experienced that if I should ever swerve 
& loose my first love for the truth by recurring to my book 
experience I might be quickened to the necessity of keeping to 
the inward Guide. ———

 March 26, Monday: The setting of a precedent: by a federal United States statute the slave-trade was 
restricted.

“An Act erecting Louisiana into two territories,” etc. Acts of
1794 and 1803 extended to Louisiana. STATUTES AT LARGE, II. 283.
For proceedings in Congress, see ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 8th Congress,
1st session, pages 106, 211, 223, 231, 233-4, 238, 255, 1038,
1054-68, 1069-79, 1128-30, 1185-9.

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE

This silhouette of Stephen Wanton Gould exists in Box 14, Folder 7 in the special collections of Cornell Library. I also have it as a high-quality .tiff file.
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W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: About this time the cession of Louisiana
brought before Congress the question of the status of slavery
and the slave-trade in the Territories. Twice or thrice before
had the subject called for attention. The first time was in the
Congress of the Confederation, when, by the Ordinance of
1787,1095 both slavery and the slave-trade were excluded from the
Northwest Territory. In 1790 Congress had accepted the cession
of North Carolina back lands on the express condition that
slavery there be undisturbed.1096 Nothing had been said as to
slavery in the South Carolina cession (1787),1097 but it was
tacitly understood that the provision of the Northwest Ordinance
would not be applied. In 1798 the bill introduced for the cession
of Mississippi contained a specific declaration that the anti-
slavery clause of 1787 should not be included.1098 The bill
passed the Senate, but caused long and excited debate in the
House.1099 It was argued, on the one hand, that the case in
Mississippi was different from that in the Northwest Territory,
because slavery was a legal institution in all the surrounding
country, and to prohibit the institution was virtually to
prohibit the settling of the country. On the other hand,
Gallatin declared that if this amendment should not obtain, “he
knew not how slaves could be prevented from being introduced by
way of New Orleans, by persons who are not citizens of the United
States.” It was moved to strike out the excepting clause; but
the motion received only twelve votes, — an apparent indication
that Congress either did not appreciate the great precedent it
was establishing, or was reprehensibly careless. Harper of South
Carolina then succeeded in building up the Charleston slave-
trade interest by a section forbidding the slave traffic from
“without the limits of the United States.” Thatcher moved to
strike out the last clause of this amendment, and thus to
prohibit the interstate trade, but he failed to get a second.1100

Thus the act passed, punishing the introduction of slaves from
without the country by a fine of $300 for each slave, and freeing
the slave.1101

In 1804 President Jefferson communicated papers to Congress on
the status of slavery and the slave-trade in Louisiana.1102 The
Spanish had allowed the traffic by edict in 1793, France had not
stopped it, and Governor Claiborne had refrained from
interference. A bill erecting a territorial government was
already pending.1103 The Northern “District of Louisiana” was
placed under the jurisdiction of Indiana Territory, and was made
subject to the provisions of the Ordinance of 1787. Various
attempts were made to amend the part of the bill referring to
the Southern Territory: first, so as completely to prohibit the

1095. On slavery in the Territories, cf. Welling, in REPORT AMERICAN HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION, 1891, pages 133-60.
1096. STATUTES AT LARGE, I. 108.
1097. JOURNALS OF CONGRESS, XII. 137-8.
1098. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 5th Congress, 1st Session, pages 511, 515, 532-3.
1099. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 5th Congress, 2d Session, pages 1235, 1249, 1277-84, 1296-1313.
1100. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 5th Congress, 2d Session, page 1313.
1101. STATUTES AT LARGE, I. 549.
1102. AMERICAN STATE PAPERS, MISCELLANEOUS, I. No. 177.
1103. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 8th Congress, 1st Session, pages 106, 211, 223, 231, 233-4, 238.
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slave-trade;1104 then to compel the emancipation at a certain age
of all those imported;1105 next, to confine all importation to
that from the States;1106 and, finally, to limit it further to
slaves imported before South Carolina opened her ports.1107 The
last two amendments prevailed, and the final act also extended
to the Territory the Acts of 1794 and 1803. Only slaves imported
before May 1, 1798, could be introduced, and those must be slaves
of actual settlers.1108 All slaves illegally imported were freed.
This stringent act was limited to one year. The next year, in
accordance with the urgent petition of the inhabitants, a bill
was introduced against these restrictions.1109 By dexterous
wording, this bill, which became a law March 2, 1805,1110 swept
away all restrictions upon the slave-trade except that relating
to foreign ports, and left even this provision so ambiguous
that, later, by judicial interpretation of the law,1111 the
foreign slave-trade was allowed, at least for a time.
Such a stream of slaves now poured into the new Territory that
the following year a committee on the matter was appointed by
the House.1112 The committee reported that they “are in
possession of the fact, that African slaves, lately imported
into Charleston, have been thence conveyed into the territory
of Orleans, and, in their opinion, this practice will be
continued to a very great extent, while there is no law to
prevent it.”1113 The House ordered a bill checking this to be
prepared; and such a bill was reported, but was soon dropped.1114

Importations into South Carolina during this time reached
enormous proportions. Senator Smith of that State declared from
official returns that, between 1803 and 1807, 39,075 Negroes
were imported into Charleston, most of whom went to the
Territories.1115

1104. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, pages 240, 1186.
1105. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, page 241.
1106. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, page 240.
1107. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, page 242.
1108. For further proceedings, see ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 8th Congress, 1st Session, pages 240-55, 1038-79, 1128-9, 1185-9. For 
the law, see STATUTES AT LARGE, II. 283-9.
1109. First, a bill was introduced applying the Northwest Ordinance to the Territory (ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 8th Congress, 2d 
Session, pages 45-6); but this was replaced by a Senate bill (ANNALS OF CONGRESS, page 68; SENATE JOURNAL, reprinted 1821, 
8th Congress, 2d Session, III. 464). For the petition of the inhabitants, see ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 8th Congress, 2d Session, page 
727-8.
1110. The bill was hurried through, and there are no records of debate. Cf. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 8th Congress, 2d Session, pages 
28-69, 727, 871, 957, 1016-20, 1213-5. In SENATE JOURNAL (reprinted 1821), III., see Index, Bill No. 8. Importation of slaves was 
allowed by a clause erecting a Frame of Government “similar” to that of the Mississippi Territory.
1111. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress, 1st Session, page 443. The whole trade was practically foreign, for the slavers merely 
entered the Negroes at Charleston and immediately reshipped them to New Orleans. Cf. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 16th Congress, 1st 
Session, page 264.
1112. HOUSE JOURNAL (reprinted 1826), 9th Congress, 1st Session, V. 264; ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress, 1st Session, pages 
445, 878.
1113. HOUSE REPORTS, 9th Congress, 1st Session, Feb. 17, 1806.
1114. House Bill No. 123.
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 June 16, Saturday: Johann Adam Hiller died in Leipzig at the age of 75.

American newspapers reported the tribulations of white Americans being held as slaves, for ransom, by the 
pirates of Tripoli, and reported also coincidentally that in Charleston, South Carolina there was being offered 
for purchase a new shipment of 367 negroes from the Congo, 357 negroes from Angola, and 481 negroes from 

1115. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 16th Congress, 2d Session, pages 73-7. This report covers the time from Jan. 1, 1804, to Dec. 31, 
1807. During that time the following was the number of ships engaged in the traffic: — 
From Charleston, 61 From Connecticut, 1
From Rhode Island, 59 From Sweden, 1
From Baltimore, 4 From Great Britain, 70
From Boston, 1 From France, 3
From Norfolk, 2 202
The consignees of these slave ships were natives of
Charleston 13
Rhode Island 88
Great Britain 91
France 10
 ——— 
 202
The following slaves were imported: — 
By British vessels 19,949
By French vessels 1,078
 ——— 
 21,027
By American vessels: — 
By Charleston merchants 2,006
By Rhode Island merchants 7,958
By Foreign merchants 5,717
By other Northern merchants 930
By other Southern merchants 1,437 18,048
 ——— ——— 
Total number of slaves imported, 1804-7 39,075
It is, of course, highly probable that the Custom House returns were much below the actual figures.
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the Windward Coast of Africa:

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

seventh day 16th of 6 M 1804/ All our friends who have been here 
to attend Y Meeting have gone, except George Churchman & Ann 
Alexander who will be at Meeting with us tomorrow —

I have written much on what has happened, at the time of this 
our Annual & truly solemn Sacrifice, which I hope has been 
received by him to whom it belongs & to whom the Sacrifice of 
all Mortals is due.

But of my own particular state of mind I have noted but little 
nor has there been much for me to say, for I must acknowledge 
that has not been so barran & destitute for some Years as it has 
this, not-withstanding I have been surrounded with agreeable 
friends & we been favor’d with many showers of Celestial rain 
which have come plentifully upon us, & have heard many living 
testimonies, which have been borne by living & faithful Friends. 
Yet my mind hath been but little benefited or touched thereby; 
greatly owning to the want of a right preparation, which has 
been greatly hindered by my being appointed to have the 
Oversight of the Boarding houses, it took up so much of my lesure 
time that I was hardly able to think of any thing but the 
attention of friends. This is all necessary to be done that 
things be kept in order. And I believe that I was in my place & 
shall have my reward, tho’ the enjoyment of that precious & 
highly desirable quietude was denied while other friends were 
in possession of it. I feel that which causes a hope in my mind 
that after many days the bread will return to me again —

———————————————————————————————————————
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
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 December: Frightened at the progressive darkening of the continent, the legislature of North Carolina 
recommended that the governments of the various states of the federal union of the United States of America 
should cede, to the federal Congress, power to prohibit the introduction of any more slave Negroes from Africa 
or the Caribbean islands into North America.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: So alarming did the trade become that
North Carolina passed a resolution in December 1804,1116

proposing that the States give Congress power to prohibit the
trade. Massachusetts,1117 Vermont,1118 New Hampshire,1119 and
Maryland1120 responded; and a joint resolution was introduced in
the House, proposing as an amendment to the Constitution “That
the Congress of the United States shall have power to prevent
the further importation of slaves into the United States and the
Territories thereof.”1121 Nothing came of this effort; but
meantime the project of taxation was revived. A motion to this
effect, made in February, 1805, was referred to a Committee of
the Whole, but was not discussed. Early in the first session of
the ninth Congress the motion of 1805 was renewed; and although
again postponed on the assurance that South Carolina was about
to stop the trade,1122 it finally came up for debate January 20,
1806.1123 Then occurred a most stubborn legislative battle, which
lasted during the whole session.1124 Several amendments to the
motion were first introduced, so as to make it apply to all
immigrants, and again to all “persons of color.” As in the former
debate, it was proposed to substitute a resolution of censure
on South Carolina. All these amendments were lost. A long debate
on the expediency of the measure followed, on the old grounds.
Early of Georgia dwelt especially on the double taxation it
would impose on Georgia; others estimated that a revenue of one
hundred thousand dollars might be derived from the tax, a sum
sufficient to replace the tax on pepper and medicines. Angry
charges and counter-charges were made, — e.g., that Georgia,
though ashamed openly to avow the trade, participated in it as
well as South Carolina. “Some recriminations ensued between
several members, on the participation of the traders of some of
the New England States in carrying on the slave trade.” Finally,
January 22, by a vote of 90 to 25, a tax bill was ordered to be
brought in.1125 One was reported on the 27th.1126 Every sort of
opposition was resorted to. On the one hand, attempts were made
to amend it so as to prohibit importation after 1807, and to
prevent importation into the Territories; on the other hand,
attempts were made to recommit and postpone the measure. It

1116. McMaster, HISTORY OF THE PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES, III. page 517.
1117. HOUSE JOURNAL (reprinted 1826), 8th Congress, 2d Session, V. 171; MASSACHUSETTS RESOLVES, May, 1802, to March, 
1806, Volume II. A. (State House ed., page 239).
1118. HOUSE JOURNAL (reprinted 1826), 9th Congress, 1st Session, V. 238.
1119. HOUSE JOURNAL (reprinted 1826), 9th Congress, 1st Session,, V. 266.
1120. SENATE JOURNAL (reprinted 1821), 9th Congress, 1st Session, IV. 76, 77, 79.
1121. HOUSE JOURNAL (reprinted 1826), 8th Congress, 2d Session, V. 171.
1122. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress, 1st Session, page 274.
1123. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, pages 272-4, 323.
1124. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, pages 346-52, 358-75, etc., to 520.
1125. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, pages 374-5.
1126. See House Bill No. 94.
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finally got a third reading, but was recommitted to a select
committee, and disappeared until February 14.1127 Being then
amended so as to provide for the forfeiture of smuggled cargoes,
but saying nothing as to the disposition of the slaves, it was
again relegated to a committee, after a vote of 69 to 42 against
postponement.1128 On March 4 it appeared again, and a motion to
reject it was lost. Finally, in the midst of the war scare and
the question of non-importation of British goods, the bill was
apparently forgotten, and the last attempt to tax imported
slaves ended, like the others, in failure.

1127. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress, 1st Session, page 466.
1128. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress, 1st Session, pages 519-20.
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 The House of Commons enacted a measure sponsored by William Wilberforce to make it unlawful for any 

British subject to transport slaves. This measure would be tabled in the House of Lords.

However, during this year an order-in-council immediately restricted annual “imports” to 3 percent of the 
existing slave population, and demanded that the African trade to conquered slave areas be ended by 1807.

1805

THE MIDDLE PASSAGE
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 In this year the Rhode Island brig Neptune brought a cargo of 144 new African slaves to America, and the 
sloop Louisa a cargo of 61.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: Of the twenty years from 1787 to 1807
it can only be said that they were, on the whole, a period of
disappointment so far as the suppression of the slave-trade was
concerned. Fear, interest, and philanthropy united for a time
in an effort which bade fair to suppress the trade; then the
real weakness of the constitutional compromise appeared, and the
interests of the few overcame the fears and the humanity of the
many.

 According to Jay Coughtry’s THE NOTORIOUS TRIANGLE: RHODE ISLAND AND THE AFRICAN SLAVE TRADE, 
1700-1807, Rhode Island merchants participated in the African slave trade over more than three human 
generations, from 1725 to 1807.

(What follows in this paragraph is a synopsis from Coughtry’s study, with minor editing for compression and 
clarity.) Allowing for yearly fluctuations during our wilderness warfare with France and the eight years of our 
struggle for independence from England and our period of commercial stagnation that followed 1783, the trend 
had been, Coughtry establishes, toward intensification of this peculiar trade. The number of slaving voyages 
from Rhode Island ports had increased throughout the 18th Century and reached its high point, at 50 voyages, 
during this Year of Our Lord 1805. During that span of 75 years we now know of 934 vessels had left Rhode 
Island ports for the Guinea coast of Africa and had carried away an estimated 106,544 slaves (this is only what 

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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we are able now to count).1129

From an international perspective, Coughtry acknowledges, these figures would make Rhode Island only a 
“minor” carrier comparable to such nations as Holland and Denmark, rather than hitting the big time with such 
slave-trading enterprises as Portugal and Great Britain, for by way of radical contrast, from 1701 to 1810 Great 
Britain purchased approximately 2,500,000 human beings. A typical slave ship of Nantes or Liverpool in 
harbor must have dwarfed one of these little Rhode Island brigs. Rhode Island’s profit was more in the export 
of distilled spirits for use in the purchase of slaves than in the transport of the slaves themselves. Rhode Island 
merchants monopolized the trade in spirits along the West African littoral and their vessels were known as 
“rum-men” to distinguish them from European vessels that commonly offered mixed cargoes of cloth, guns, 
iron bars, and assorted trinkets. Along with a few other items such as gold and cowrie shells, the product of 
our rum distilleries became an indispensable local currency wherever slaves were bought and sold. Both the 
quantity and significance of rum on the Upper Guinea and Gold Coasts increased until it became, like gold and 
cloth, one of the few indispensable commodities bartered there. Our economical double- and triple-distilled 
“Guinea Proof” rum in oversized “Guinea” hogsheads drove most West Indian rum, and European gin, French 
brandy, and liquor out of the trade. Rhode Islanders exploited a volume market for drunkenness that West 
Indian interlopers had failed to satisfy. Originally seen as an economical substitute for higher priced spirits 
such as French brandy, this potent rum maintained and strengthened its hold on the African palate even after 
its cost surpassed its competition. African drinkers demanded it. Local demand for slave labor in our little 

1129. For this and other such maps: http://hitchcock.itc.virginia.edu/Slavery/search.html
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colony was never great because of the scarcity of local land for use in slave plantations, and Rhode Island 
slavers were soon rerouting the majority of their cargoes to markets more to the south, where higher prices 
could be obtained. The business had assumed its classic three-point “triangular trade” configuration almost 
from the outset, with a second leg known as the “middle passage” probably added to the itinerary by or during 
the 1730s. Most of these so-called “middle passage” voyages were to the Caribbean, where human cargo could 
be exchanged for specie, bills, and return cargoes of sugar or molasses for use in the distilling of more rum. 
The trade began as Rhode Island’s focus turned toward the sea and ended when it turned toward the factory. 
Governor Ward, writing to the Board of Trade in 1740, calculated that investment in the shipping sector been 
negligible until the turn of the century. Prior to 1700, he explained, “necessity [had] engag[ed] the Inhabitants 
to employ the whole of their time and care to agriculture.” The principal concerns of the small farmers and 
religious dissidents who populated the colony during this period have been tersely but aptly described by Carl 
Bridenbaugh as “fat mutton and liberty of conscience.” There was a limit, however, to the population that 
could be supported on the thirty square miles of farmable surface in this colony which John Brown would 
describe as “scarcely anything but a line of seacoast.” Governor Samuel Cranston would write about a process 
had barely begun by 1708: “The land on said Island being all taken up and improved in small farms, so that 
the farmers, as their families increase are compelled to put or place their children to trades or callings, but their 
[children’s] inclinations being mostly to navigation, the greater part betake themselves to that employment. So 
that such as are industrious and thrifty ... get a small stock beforehand, improve it in getting a part of a vessel 
as many of the tradesmen in the town of Newport also doth for the benefit of their children that are bred to 
navigation.” In Cranston’s day the local merchant fleet consisted of 27 sloops and a couple of brigs, only four 
or five of which had been in existence twenty years earlier. Throughout the 18th Century, the market share of 
the American trade in African slaves by Rhode Island merchants would be 60%-90%. Despite a late start in 
the 1720s, they had soon surpassed Massachusetts as the chief colonial carrier, and by 1770 they controlled 
some 70 percent of the trade. From 1725 to 1807, what has been called the “American slave trade” might better 
be termed the “Rhode Island slave trade.” After the Revolution there were no serious American competitors. 
Even at the height of Massachusetts’ involvement, the slave trade was only an insignificant figure in its 
commercial statistics. Only in Rhode Island does the triangular trade appear in anything like the role described 
in our textbooks of American history. In no other colony or state did the international slave trade play as 
significant a role in the total economy. In both relative and absolute terms, then, Rhode Island was the leading 
American carrier of African slaves.

 February 15, Friday: In Massachusetts, an amendment to the US Constitution was considered, respecting 
Slaves. (When the Governor of Massachusetts would on June 8th issue a message recommending this, the state 
of Connecticut would respond that it was there considered to be “inexpedient,” whereas the state of Maryland 
would simply oppose the proposition.)

“Resolve requesting the Governor to transmit to the Senators and Representatives in Congress,
and the Executives of the several States this Resolution, as an amendment to the Constitution
of the United States, respecting Slaves.” MASSACHUSETTS RESOLVES, February, 1805,
page 55; June, 1805, page 18. See below, March 3, 1805.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

6 day 15 of 2 M 1805 / I have but little to insert except that 
after a long season of deep exercise I am now favored with 
precious incomes of life, under which my spirit bows in 
thankfulness under a sense of my unworthiness Oh! how joyful it 
is to have the Devine Masters presence, to feel him to be moving 
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in my mind, with his holy love and life, teaching the way we 
should walk in & intelligebly discovering to us the way we should 
go ... I feel at this time desires to be preserved under his 
law, beyond what words or pen can describe....

———————————————————————————

 March 2, Saturday: The federal congress provided instructions for the government of the territory of Orleans, 
including permissive instructions as to the slave-trade that might there go on.

§ 1. A territorial government erected similar to Mississippi,
with same rights and privileges.

§ 5. 6th Article of Ordinance of 1787, on slaves, not to extend
to this territory.

STATUTES AT LARGE, II. 322. For proceedings in Congress, see ANNALS
OF CONGRESS, 8th Congress, 2d session, pages 28, 30, 45-6, 47, 48,
54, 59-61, 69, 727-8, 871-2, 957, 1016-9, 1020-1, 1201, 1209-
10, 1211. Cf. STATUTES AT LARGE, II. 331; ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 8th
Congress, 2d session, pages 50, 51, 52, 57, 68, 69, 1213, 1215.
In JOURNALS, see Index, Senate Bills Nos. 8, 11.

 March 3, Sunday: Samuel Lee died at the age of 56, at Shediac, on his return from Halifax to Ristigouche.

Samuel Lee [of Concord], brother of the Rev. Joseph Lee, was
born March 28, 1756, and graduated [at Harvard College] in 1776.
During the revolution he was a merchant at Castine, and after
the peace at Tracadache in Canada and Ristigouche in New
Brunswick on Bay Chaleur. He held various offices, civil and
military, under the government of that province, and died March
3, 1805, aged 56, at Shediac, on his return from Halifax to
Ristigouche.1130

The federal congress declared Buffalo, New York to be an official port of entry to the United States of America.

When Louis Spohr gave his first concert in Berlin, he asked the young virtuoso Jacob Beer (Giacomo 
Meyerbeer) to take part and this caused the audience to swell with interested Jews.

The federal House of Representatives took under consideration the proposition originating with the 
government of the state of Massachusetts, that the national Constitution be amended to provide the federal 
government with instructions as to its proper response to the import portion of the international slave trade. 
The proposal was immediately tabled, that is to say, killed.

Mr. Varnum of Massachusetts presented the resolution of the
Legislature of Massachusetts, “instructing the Senators, and

1130. Lemuel Shattuck’s 1835 A HISTORY OF THE TOWN OF CONCORD;.... Boston: Russell, Odiorne, and Company; 
Concord MA: John Stacy
(On or about November 11, 1837 Henry Thoreau would indicate a familiarity 
with the contents of at least pages 2-3 and 6-9 of this historical study. On July 16, 1859 he would correct a date mistake
buried in the body of the text.)
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requesting the Representatives in Congress, from the said State,
to take all legal and necessary steps, to use their utmost
exertions, as soon as the same is practicable, to obtain an
amendment to the Federal Constitution, so as to authorize and
empower the Congress of the United States to pass a law, whenever
they may deem it expedient, to prevent the further importation
of slaves from any of the West India Islands, from the coast of
Africa, or elsewhere, into the United States, or any part
thereof.” A motion was made that Congress have power to prevent
further importation; it was read and ordered to lie on the table.
HOUSE JOURNAL (reprint of 1826), 8th Congress, 2d session, V 171;
ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 8th Congress, 2d session, pages 1221-2. For the
original resolution, see MASSACHUSETTS RESOLVES, May, 1802, to
March, 1806, Vol. II. A. (State House ed., page 239.)

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1 day 3 of 3 M 1805 / In the morning meeting J Austin appeard 
in testimony, & D Buffum closed very sweetly by a few words - 
in the afternoon J Austin was again concerned in testimony, to 
me they were good meetings - attended a funeral & spent the 
evening at C Rodmans, to whose house I can but acknowledge, 
I am very fond of going, believing that from his edifying 
conversation on religious subjects I have been usefully 
improved, & also from the company of his valuable daughters 
Hannah & Ruth, the privilege of whose company I consider as a 
valuable acquisition —

—————————————————————

 June 8, Saturday: The Governor of Massachusetts’s message recommending an amendment to the US 
Constitution was considered, respecting Slaves. The state of Connecticut would respond that it was there 
considered to be “inexpedient,” whereas the state of Maryland would simply oppose the proposition.

The notorious Ephraim Wheeler rape occurred on this day in Lenox, Massachusetts:

H-NET BOOK REVIEW
Published by H-SHEAR@h-net.msu.edu (September 2003)

Irene Quenzler Brown and Richard D. Brown. THE HANGING OF EPHRAIM
WHEELER: A STORY OF RAPE, INCEST, AND JUSTICE IN EARLY AMERICA. Cambridge
and London: Harvard UP, 2003

Reviewed for H-SHEAR by Randolph Roth <roth.5@osu.edu>,
Department of History, Ohio State University

In February 1806, Ephraim Wheeler was hanged in Lenox,
Massachusetts, for the rape of his thirteen-year-old daughter,
Betsey. Ephraim proclaimed his innocence to the very end, but
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he was almost certainly guilty. According to his daughter, the
principal witness against him, he had first tried to seduce her
with promises of presents. When that failed, he tried to rape
her, but his first attempt was unsuccessful. He succeeded on his
second attempt, on June 8, 1805.
Ephraim had decided that morning to leave his wife, Hannah, and
take their children with him. The Wheelers, who had been living
with Lucy and Bill Martin, Hannah’s sister and brother-in-law,
quarreled after the Martins moved the Wheelers’ bed into a
shared bedroom. Lucy Martin, who had just given birth, wanted
more privacy. Ephraim saw that he and his wife would have none.
Hannah told him “it was Martin’s orders, and that we must sleep
there for the future.” Ephraim was furious. “I told her it was
my room, and my bed, and it should be brought back” (pages 145-
46). When Hannah took the Martins’ side, Ephraim picked up a
bayonet and hit her with it. Bill Martin rushed in and threw
Ephraim out of the house. Ephraim then declared his intention
to leave.
Ephraim drove Betsey and her younger brother, Ephraim, Jr., into
a remote neighborhood and stopped. He ordered his son to stay
in the wagon while he went into the woods with Betsey, ostensibly
to gather a medicinal herb. Betsey, suspecting her father’s
purpose, asked not to go, but her father insisted. She asked if
her brother could go along, but her father denied that request
as well. When he had taken her a distance into the woods, Ephraim
ordered Betsey to lie down. She refused, so he threw her down.
She struggled, and both were badly scraped and bruised. In the
end, however, as Betsey told her mother, her father “had to do
with her.”
These events came to pass for complex reasons, as Irene and
Richard Brown show in their remarkable book. The Browns tell the
story from multiple perspectives: first, from the public
perspective of the trial; second, from Betsey’s point of view;
third, from Hannah’s point of view; and finally, from Ephraim’s
point of view.
The trial pitted two of the best defense lawyers in
Massachusetts, John Hulbert and Daniel Dewey, against the
state’s accomplished attorney general, James Sullivan. Each gave
his all, but in the end it came down to whether the jury believed
Betsey’s story. The story that her brother told was consistent
with hers, but her brother did not see the crime itself. He
testified about Betsey’s distress, her injuries, and her words
to him. Betsey’s mother had examined her daughter’s wounds the
day of the crime and could verify that Betsey had been raped,
but she could not testify in court against her husband. The local
justice of the peace, Robert Walker, solicitous of Betsey’s
feelings and deeply affected by what he saw and heard, failed
to ask a jury of matrons to examine Betsey. That left the
prosecution without the physical evidence that was usually
necessary to prove that a rape had been committed. Had Ephraim
had character witnesses who could have vouched for him, he might
have escaped conviction or been found guilty of a lesser charge,
like attempted rape or aggravated assault. No one, however,

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY

HDT WHAT? INDEX
would stand up for him. Ephraim’s lawyers tried to poke holes
in Betsey’s story, especially her failure to mention, until well
after the crime, the fact that her father had tried to rape her
before. They tried to prove that Ephraim’s estranged wife had
concocted the story in a desperate effort to maintain custody
of her children. They failed, however, to shake the jury’s faith
in Betsey, nor could they counter Judge Theodore Sedgwick’s
final instructions to the jury. He told the jury that Betsey’s
willingness to speak now about her father’s previous attempts
was a sign of her “integrity”—her determination to tell the
court everything about her ordeal. After less than an hour of
deliberation, the jury found Ephraim Wheeler guilty.
The trial told only a small part of the story. The next chapter
helps readers understand why Betsey, an unlettered servant who
worked side by side with her mother, had kept her silence until
the day of the crime, and only then found the courage to speak.
Betsey was in the habit of taking orders and accepting her lot
in life. Like many children in abusive families, she had learned
in the Browns’ words “to keep her head down” and to conceal
unpleasant truths for the sake of family “peace” (p. 111).
Betsey knew, however, what her life would be like if she did not
tell her mother about the rape. She would have to live with her
father, who would rape her repeatedly. Had she been living at
home with both her parents, she might have told no one, afraid
of what her mother might say and afraid of breaking up her
family. But her home was already broken. Her mother was her only
hope, so she told her mother the truth. She repeated her story
to the authorities, once her mother was allowed to sit by her
side. When asked why she spoke out, Betsey said “I thought I had
as lieve [as soon] die one way as another.” “What Betsey meant,”
the Browns believe, “was that she might as well die of shame for
disclosing her complicity with her father, limited as it was,
as die of guilt by continuing to hide the truth” (pages 122-23).
Hannah stood up for her daughter, just as she had stood up to
her husband. She had left him several times before the day he
left her. Hannah was a hard worker, but her husband was not, and
he spent too much of what he did earn on drink. That is why they
never had a place of their own. They moved from farm to farm,
working as live-in help for strangers or for members of Hannah’s
extended family, who gave Hannah and her children considerable
support during the difficult times in her marriage. Hannah’s
family viewed Ephraim as a ne’er-do-well and as an outsider: he
was white and they were not. Though Hannah and her children were
taken for white, most of Hannah’s relations were mixed-race.
They were descended from Europeans, Africans, and perhaps Native
Americans. They were hard workers and had a solid reputation in
western Massachusetts, where racial prejudice was not as
virulent as elsewhere in the United States. But they were
neither rich nor privileged, and they were not happy about
having to support a failed white like Ephraim Wheeler. From
Hannah’s point of view, the rape was the last straw. Expelling
Ephraim from the family and protecting her daughter was an easy
choice. She did not hate her husband; she and her children
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petitioned for clemency. She would not have minded, however, if
he spent the rest of his life in prison.
Ephraim Wheeler, for his part, was a man who admitted his faults,
even if he protested the criminal charges against him. He blamed
his failings, however, on circumstances beyond his control. He
was orphaned at an early age, apprenticed to a cruel master, cut
off from his kin, and mistreated by most every one who came his
way. His capacity for self-pity may have played a large role in
driving him to incest. Despite his drinking and laziness, he
felt entitled to a certain amount of gratification, including
sex, and if he could not get it from his wife, he would take it
from his daughter. It is possible, in the Browns’ opinion, that
Ephraim actually believed he was innocent: he may have convinced
himself that his daughter had consented to have sex with him.
He never said so; he claimed that he had never had sex nor sought
sex with her. But as the Browns speculate, he may have thought
so, which would explain his refusal to confess and his hope that
he would end up in heaven.
THE HANGING OF EPHRAIM WHEELER concludes with excellent chapters on
the denial of Wheeler’s petition for clemency and on the
execution itself. Neither was pro forma. No rapist had been
executed in Massachusetts for a quarter century, and no white
had been executed for rape since 1681. Wheeler was not singled
out because he had married across racial lines, but because the
Massachusetts legislature had pointedly, if narrowly, rejected
a bill in 1805 that would have ended the death penalty for rape.
Massachusetts, like many other states after the Revolution,
revised its criminal laws substantially. It decreased the number
of capital crimes and gradually replaced corporal punished with
terms in the state prison. The Massachusetts Senate, however,
refused to go along with the one-vote majority in the House of
Representatives; it maintained the death penalty for rape. Thus
Governor Caleb Strong had little room to maneuver. Despite his
qualms about the death penalty in cases other than murder or
treason, he refused to commute Ephraim Wheeler’s sentence.
Finally, there was Wheeler’s execution. It was a dramatic
occasion. Wheeler refused to confess, which cast doubt upon the
proceedings, and many townspeople had petitioned for clemency,
including the sheriff, Simon Larned, who had to conduct the
execution. Larned did his duty compassionately and
professionally, but when he announced to the assembled crowd
that clemency had been denied, the crowd was restless, even
angry. Wheeler’s death undermined what support was left in
Massachusetts for executing rapists.
The story of Ephraim Wheeler is interesting in every way, and
the Browns’ beautifully written book makes the most of it. Their
book is a microhistory, one that takes full advantage,
analytically and narratively, of the genre’s ability to engage
a subject from multiple points of view. Of course, the book
benefits from the Browns’ expertise on domestic violence. But
they wear their expertise lightly, and they are as fascinated
by the occasions on which people did not act as contemporary
psychological theory would have predicted as they are by
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occasions on which people acted in accord with theory. That is
what makes this book revealing and rewarding. Like all good
history books, it reveals to us things that we do not expect in
past societies or in human nature, and thereby broadens our
understanding of what to expect. It is an admirable effort and
one well worth reading by professional and lay readers alike.

Copyright (c) 2003 by H-Net, all rights reserved. H-Net permits
the redistribution and reprinting of this work for nonprofit,
educational purposes, with full and accurate attribution to the
author, web location, date of publication, originating list, and
H-Net: Humanities & Social Sciences Online. For other uses
contact the Reviews editorial staff: hbooks@mail.h-net.msu.edu.

Response
Originally, we had planned to title the work “Deliver Us From
Evil,” because the trial and execution of Ephraim Wheeler were
encased in a religious ideology that complemented the civic
humanism of early republican ideology. Not only did the
prosecuting attorney present his arguments on a foundation of
Christian belief in a trial conducted by secular officials, but
the execution ritual, both the meeting-house sermon and the
gallows ceremony, aimed to impress every participant and
spectator with repentance as the only pathway to salvation. As
a result, the hanging of Ephraim Wheeler was a true-life
morality play, in which the State, still linked formally to the
church, embodied authority. The wishes of individuals were
subordinate to larger community legal and religious needs.
As Roth reports, THE HANGING OF EPHRAIM WHEELER is certainly about
the trials and tribulations of a marginal, mixed-race family in
the early republic. It is certainly about the interactions
between elite public figures and poor folk. It is, indeed, about
family violence, the law, the courts, and the pardoning process.
But it is also about the ways in which religious belief infused
the entire system. Not that everyone was pious; and not that
they set aside secular ambitions and values. But at a time when
Christian revival was flourishing, this society made sense of
events through religious belief. And that is a part of “the world
we have lost” that Professor Roth, the author of THE DEMOCRATIC
DILEMMA: RELIGION, REFORM, AND THE SOCIAL ORDER IN THE CONNECTICUT RIVER
VALLEY OF VERMONT, 1791-1850, surely recognizes, but chose not to
emphasize.

Irene Q. Brown
irene.q.brown@uconn.edu
Richard D. Brown
richard.d.brown@uconn.edu

 December 17, Tuesday: The federal Senate considered a proposal that it prohibit further importation of slaves. 
Nothing would happen.

A “bill to prohibit the importation of certain persons therein
described into any port or place within the jurisdiction of the
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United States, from and after” Jan. 1, 1808, was read twice and
postponed. SENATE JOURNAL (reprint of 1821), 9th Congress, 1st
session, IV. 10-11; ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress, 1st session,
pages 20-1.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: So alarming did the trade become that
North Carolina passed a resolution in December 1804,1131

proposing that the States give Congress power to prohibit the
trade. Massachusetts,1132 Vermont,1133 New Hampshire,1134 and
Maryland1135 responded; and a joint resolution was introduced in
the House, proposing as an amendment to the Constitution “That
the Congress of the United States shall have power to prevent
the further importation of slaves into the United States and the
Territories thereof.”1136 Nothing came of this effort; but
meantime the project of taxation was revived. A motion to this
effect, made in February, 1805, was referred to a Committee of
the Whole, but was not discussed. Early in the first session of
the ninth Congress the motion of 1805 was renewed; and although
again postponed on the assurance that South Carolina was about
to stop the trade,1137 it finally came up for debate January 20,
1806.1138 Then occurred a most stubborn legislative battle, which
lasted during the whole session.1139 Several amendments to the
motion were first introduced, so as to make it apply to all
immigrants, and again to all “persons of color.” As in the former
debate, it was proposed to substitute a resolution of censure
on South Carolina. All these amendments were lost. A long debate
on the expediency of the measure followed, on the old grounds.
Early of Georgia dwelt especially on the double taxation it
would impose on Georgia; others estimated that a revenue of one
hundred thousand dollars might be derived from the tax, a sum
sufficient to replace the tax on pepper and medicines. Angry
charges and counter-charges were made, — e.g., that Georgia,
though ashamed openly to avow the trade, participated in it as
well as South Carolina. “Some recriminations ensued between
several members, on the participation of the traders of some of
the New England States in carrying on the slave trade.” Finally,
January 22, by a vote of 90 to 25, a tax bill was ordered to be
brought in.1140 One was reported on the 27th.1141 Every sort of
opposition was resorted to. On the one hand, attempts were made

1131. McMaster, HISTORY OF THE PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES, III. page 517.
1132. HOUSE JOURNAL (reprinted 1826), 8th Congress, 2d Session, V. 171; MASSACHUSETTS RESOLVES, May, 1802, to March, 
1806, Volume II. A. (State House ed., page 239).
1133. HOUSE JOURNAL (reprinted 1826), 9th Congress, 1st Session, V. 238.
1134. HOUSE JOURNAL (reprinted 1826), 9th Congress, 1st Session,, V. 266.
1135. SENATE JOURNAL (reprinted 1821), 9th Congress, 1st Session, IV. 76, 77, 79.
1136. HOUSE JOURNAL (reprinted 1826), 8th Congress, 2d Session, V. 171.
1137. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress, 1st Session, page 274.
1138. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, pages 272-4, 323.
1139. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, pages 346-52, 358-75, etc., to 520.
1140. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, pages 374-5.
1141. See House Bill No. 94.
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to amend it so as to prohibit importation after 1807, and to
prevent importation into the Territories; on the other hand,
attempts were made to recommit and postpone the measure. It
finally got a third reading, but was recommitted to a select
committee, and disappeared until February 14.1142 Being then
amended so as to provide for the forfeiture of smuggled cargoes,
but saying nothing as to the disposition of the slaves, it was
again relegated to a committee, after a vote of 69 to 42 against
postponement.1143 On March 4 it appeared again, and a motion to
reject it was lost. Finally, in the midst of the war scare and
the question of non-importation of British goods, the bill was
apparently forgotten, and the last attempt to tax imported
slaves ended, like the others, in failure.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: On December 12, 1805, Senator Stephen
R. Bradley of Vermont gave notice of a bill to prohibit the
introduction of slaves after 1808. By a vote of 18 to 9 leave
was given, and the bill read a first time on the 17th. On the
18th, however, it was postponed until “the first Monday in
December, 1806.” The presidential message mentioning the matter,
Senator Bradley, December 3, 1806, gave notice of a similar
bill, which was brought in on the 8th, and on the 9th referred
to a committee consisting of Bradley, Stone, Giles, Gaillard,
and Baldwin. This bill passed, after some consideration, January
27. It provided, among other things, that violations of the act
should be felony, punishable with death, and forbade the
interstate coast-trade.1144

Meantime, in the House, Mr. Bidwell of Massachusetts had
proposed, February 4, 1806, as an amendment to a bill taxing
slaves imported, that importation after December 31, 1807, be
prohibited, on pain of fine and imprisonment and forfeiture of
ship.1145 This was rejected by a vote of 86 to 17. On December
3, 1806, the House, in appointing committees on the message,
“Ordered, That Mr. Early, Mr. Thomas M. Randolph, Mr. John
Campbell, Mr. Kenan, Mr. Cook, Mr. Kelly, and Mr. Van Rensselaer
be appointed a committee” on the slave-trade. This committee
reported a bill on the 15th, which was considered, but finally,
December 18, recommitted. It was reported in an amended form on
the 19th, and amended in Committee of the Whole so as to make
violation a misdemeanor punishable by fine and imprisonment,
instead of a felony punishable by death.1146 A struggle over the
disposal of the cargo then ensued. A motion by Bidwell to except
the cargo from forfeiture was lost, 77 to 39. Another motion by
Bidwell may be considered the crucial vote on the whole bill:
it was an amendment to the forfeiture clause, and read, ”Provided,
that no person shall be sold as a slave by virtue of this act.”1147 This resulted in a
tie vote, 60 to 60; but the casting vote of the Speaker, Macon

1142. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress, 1st Session, page 466.
1143. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress, 1st Session, pages 519-20.
1144. Cf. SENATE JOURNAL (reprinted 1821), 9th Congress 2d session, IV., Senate Bill No. 41.
1145. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 1st session, page 438. Cf. above, § 53.
1146. This amendment of the Committee of the Whole was adopted by a vote of 63 to 53. The New England States stood 3 to 2 for 
the death penalty; the Middle States were evenly divided, 3 and 3; and the South stood 5 to 0 against it, with Kentucky evenly 
divided. Cf. HOUSE JOURNAL (reprinted 1826), 9th Congress 2d session, V. 504.
1147. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, V. 514-5.
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of North Carolina, defeated it. New England voted solidly in
favor of it, the Middle States stood 4 for and 2 against it, and
the six Southern States stood solid against it. On January 8 the
bill went again to a select committee of seventeen, by a vote
of 76 to 46. The bill was reported back amended January 20, and
on the 28th the Senate bill was also presented to the House. On
the 9th, 10th, and 11th of February both bills were considered
in Committee of the Whole, and the Senate bill finally replaced
the House bill, after several amendments had been made.1148 The
bill was then passed, by a vote of 113 to 5.1149 The Senate agreed
to the amendments, including that substituting fine and
imprisonment for the death penalty, but asked for a conference
on the provision which left the interstate coast-trade free. The
six conferees succeeded in bringing the Houses to agree, by
limiting the trade to vessels over forty tons and requiring
registry of the slaves.1150

The following diagram shows in graphic form the legislative
history of the act: — 1151

The following diagram shows in graphic form the legislative
history of the act: — 1152

1805:

1148. The substitution of the Senate bill was a victory for the anti-slavery party, as all battles had to be fought again. The Southern 
party, however, succeeded in carrying all its amendments.
1149. Messrs. Betton of New Hampshire, Chittenden of Vermont, Garnett and Trigg of Virginia, and D.R. Williams of South 
Carolina voted against the bill: HOUSE JOURNAL (reprinted 1826), 9th Congress 2d session, V. 585-6.
1150. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, pages 626-7.
1151. The unassigned dates refer to debates, etc. The history of the amendments and debates on the measure may be traced in the 
following references: — 
 SENATE (Bill No. 41).
ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 1st session, pages 20-1; 9th Congress 2d session, pages 16, 19, 23, 33, 36, 45, 47, 68, 69, 70, 
71, 79, 87, 93, etc.
SENATE JOURNAL (reprinted 1826), 9 Congress 1-2 session, IV. 11, 112, 123, 124, 132, 133, 150, 158, 164, 165, 167, 168, etc.
 * * * * *
 HOUSE (Bill No. 148).
ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 1st session, page 438; 9th Congress 2d session, pages 114, 151, 167-8, 173-4, 180, 183, 189, 
200, 202-4, 220, 228, 231, 240, 254, 264, 266-7, 270, 273, 373, 427, 477, 481, 484-6, 527, 528, etc.
HOUSE JOURNAL (reprinted 1826), 9 Congress 1-2 session, V. 470, 482, 488, 490, 491, 496, 500, 504, 510, 513-6, 517, 540, 557, 
575, 579, 581, 583-4, 585, 592, 594, 610, 613-5, 623, 638, 640, etc.
1152. The unassigned dates refer to debates, etc. The history of the amendments and debates on the measure may be traced in the 
following references: — 
 SENATE (Bill No. 41).
ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 1st session, pages 20-1; 9th Congress 2d session, pages 16, 19, 23, 33, 36, 45, 47, 68, 69, 70, 
71, 79, 87, 93, etc.
SENATE JOURNAL (reprinted 1826), 9 Congress 1-2 session, IV. 11, 112, 123, 124, 132, 133, 150, 158, 164, 165, 167, 168, etc.
 * * * * *
 HOUSE (Bill No. 148).
ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 1st session, page 438; 9th Congress 2d session, pages 114, 151, 167-8, 173-4, 180, 183, 189, 
200, 202-4, 220, 228, 231, 240, 254, 264, 266-7, 270, 273, 373, 427, 477, 481, 484-6, 527, 528, etc.
HOUSE JOURNAL (reprinted 1826), 9 Congress 1-2 session, V. 470, 482, 488, 490, 491, 496, 500, 504, 510, 513-6, 517, 540, 557, 
575, 579, 581, 583-4, 585, 592, 594, 610, 613-5, 623, 638, 640, etc.

Senate

Bradley gives notice | December 12

Leave given; bill read | December 17
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1806:

1807:

Postponed one year | December 18

House

February 4 | Bidwell’s amendment

Notice | December 3 | Committee on

Bill introduced | 8 | slave trade

Committed | 9 |

| 15 | Bill reported

| 17 |

| 18 |

| 19 |

| 23 |

| 29 |

| 31 |

| January 5 |

| 7 |

| 8 | Read third time; recommitted

Reported | 15 |

| 16 |

| 20 | Reported amended

Third reading | 26 |

PASSED | 27 |

+ ––—— ––— + |

28 | | Senate bill reported

February 9 | |

10 | |

11 | | Senate bill amended

12 | |

Reported from House 13 | PASSED

† ––—— ––— †
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This bill received the approval of President Jefferson, March
2, 1807, and became thus the “Act to prohibit the importation
of Slaves into any port or place within the jurisdiction of the
United States, from and after the first day of January, in the
year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and eight.”1153 The
debates in the Senate were not reported. Those in the House were
prolonged and bitter, and hinged especially on the disposal of
the slaves, the punishment of offenders, and the coast-trade.
Men were continually changing their votes, and the bill see-
sawed backward and forward, in committee and out, until the
House was thoroughly worn out. On the whole, the strong anti-
slavery men, like Bidwell and Sloan, were outgeneraled by
Southerners, like Early and Williams; and, considering the
immense moral backing of the anti-slavery party from the
Revolutionary fathers down, the bill of 1807 can hardly be
regarded as a great anti-slavery victory.

Reported to House | 17 Reported back

† ––—— ––— †

18 | House insists; asks conference

< ––—— ––— +

House asks conference \––——\ /..... ...../

..../ \  | ...... >

2 | 5 ..... Conference report adopted

Conference report adopted < .......... 2 | 6

Bill enrolled ..... 2 | 8

March |v 2

Signed by the President

1153. STATUTES AT LARGE, II. 426. There were some few attempts to obtain laws of relief from this bill: see, e.g., ANNALS OF 
CONGRESS, 10th Congress 1st session, page 1243; 11th Congress 1st session, pages 34, 36-9, 41, 43, 48, 49, 380, 465, 688, 706, 
2209; HOUSE JOURNAL (reprinted 1826), II Congress 1-2 session, VII. 100, 102, 124, etc., and Index, Senate Bill No. 8. Cf. 
AMERICAN STATE PAPERS, MISCELLANEOUS, II. No. 269. There was also one proposed amendment to make the prohibition 
perpetual: AMERICAN STATE PAPERS, MISCELLANEOUS, I. No. 244.
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 John Parrish noted that “We permit six hundred persons to be kidnapped in six months alone because people 
want to get rid of the free Negroes” (REMARKS ON THE SLAVERY OF BLACK PEOPLE. Philadelphia: Kimber 
and Conrad, page 9).

In this year the Rhode Island brig Factor brought a cargo of 102 new African slaves to America, and the brig 
Neptune a cargo of 132. –New people, to replace the ones that had been worn out in service!

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: Of the twenty years from 1787 to 1807
it can only be said that they were, on the whole, a period of
disappointment so far as the suppression of the slave-trade was
concerned. Fear, interest, and philanthropy united for a time
in an effort which bade fair to suppress the trade; then the
real weakness of the constitutional compromise appeared, and the
interests of the few overcame the fears and the humanity of the
many.

In 1768, Isabel Marchant had sold a “Negro Man Slave named Cajoe aged about Thirty three Years” to 
Governor Samuel Ward. Cudgoe had accompanied his slavemaster to Philadelphia where this white man 
assisted in the deliberations of the other white men assembled there, about the preparation of a Declaration of 
Independence for these American colonies, and Cudgoe had attended at the deathbed of his slavemaster there 
in 1776 (unfortunately this slavemaster died before being able to affix his signature to our Declaration — 
which is why we find instead the signature of William Ellery of Newport). In this year there comes to our 
attention a certificate issued by the Town Council of Westerly, Rhode Island naming “Cuggo” and “Pegg” as 
being “in want” and as requiring “some speedy support” from the heirs of Governor Samuel Ward. If Cudgoe 
had been 33 in 1768, this slave would by this point have reached the age of 71 or 72, so it is apparent that 
Cuggo and Pegg, who as working slaves would never have been allowed wages, would have needed at that 
point some assistance, from the community if not from the heirs of their former slavemaster.)

1806

REVERSE UNDERGROUND RR

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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 January 20, Monday: The federal House of Representatives considered a proposal originating with the 
government of the state of Vermont, that the federal Constitution be amended to prevent the further importation 
of slaves, or people of color, from any of the West India Islands, from the coast of Africa, or elsewhere, into 
the United States, or any part thereof. The proposal, which interestingly combined a refusal of the international 
slave trade with bluntly racist immigration controls, was tabled, that is, dropped on the floor and not so much 
as stepped on.

“Mr. Olin, one of the Representatives from the State of Vermont,
presented to the House certain resolutions of the General
Assembly of the said State, proposing an article of amendment
to the Constitution of the United States, to prevent the further
importation of slaves, or people of color, from any of the West
India Islands, from the coast of Africa, or elsewhere, into the
United States, or any part thereof; which were read, and ordered
to lie on the table.” No further mention found. HOUSE JOURNAL
(reprint of 1826), 9th Congress, 1st session, V. 238; ANNALS OF
CONGRESS, 9th Congress, 1st session, pages 343-4.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: So alarming did the trade become that
North Carolina passed a resolution in December 1804,1154

proposing that the States give Congress power to prohibit the
trade. Massachusetts,1155 Vermont,1156 New Hampshire,1157 and
Maryland1158 responded; and a joint resolution was introduced in
the House, proposing as an amendment to the Constitution “That
the Congress of the United States shall have power to prevent
the further importation of slaves into the United States and the
Territories thereof.”1159 Nothing came of this effort; but
meantime the project of taxation was revived. A motion to this
effect, made in February, 1805, was referred to a Committee of
the Whole, but was not discussed. Early in the first session of
the ninth Congress the motion of 1805 was renewed; and although
again postponed on the assurance that South Carolina was about
to stop the trade,1160 it finally came up for debate January 20,
1806.1161 Then occurred a most stubborn legislative battle, which
lasted during the whole session.1162 Several amendments to the
motion were first introduced, so as to make it apply to all
immigrants, and again to all “persons of color.” As in the former
debate, it was proposed to substitute a resolution of censure
on South Carolina. All these amendments were lost. A long debate
on the expediency of the measure followed, on the old grounds.
Early of Georgia dwelt especially on the double taxation it
would impose on Georgia; others estimated that a revenue of one

1154. McMaster, HISTORY OF THE PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES, III. page 517.
1155. HOUSE JOURNAL (reprinted 1826), 8th Congress, 2d Session, V. 171; MASSACHUSETTS RESOLVES, May, 1802, to March, 
1806, Volume II. A. (State House ed., page 239).
1156. HOUSE JOURNAL (reprinted 1826), 9th Congress, 1st Session, V. 238.
1157. HOUSE JOURNAL (reprinted 1826), 9th Congress, 1st Session,, V. 266.
1158. SENATE JOURNAL (reprinted 1821), 9th Congress, 1st Session, IV. 76, 77, 79.
1159. HOUSE JOURNAL (reprinted 1826), 8th Congress, 2d Session, V. 171.
1160. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress, 1st Session, page 274.
1161. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, pages 272-4, 323.
1162. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, pages 346-52, 358-75, etc., to 520.
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hundred thousand dollars might be derived from the tax, a sum
sufficient to replace the tax on pepper and medicines. Angry
charges and counter-charges were made, — e.g., that Georgia,
though ashamed openly to avow the trade, participated in it as
well as South Carolina. “Some recriminations ensued between
several members, on the participation of the traders of some of
the New England States in carrying on the slave trade.” Finally,
January 22, by a vote of 90 to 25, a tax bill was ordered to be
brought in.1163 One was reported on the 27th.1164 Every sort of
opposition was resorted to. On the one hand, attempts were made
to amend it so as to prohibit importation after 1807, and to
prevent importation into the Territories; on the other hand,
attempts were made to recommit and postpone the measure. It
finally got a third reading, but was recommitted to a select
committee, and disappeared until February 14.1165 Being then
amended so as to provide for the forfeiture of smuggled cargoes,
but saying nothing as to the disposition of the slaves, it was
again relegated to a committee, after a vote of 69 to 42 against
postponement.1166 On March 4 it appeared again, and a motion to
reject it was lost. Finally, in the midst of the war scare and
the question of non-importation of British goods, the bill was
apparently forgotten, and the last attempt to tax imported
slaves ended, like the others, in failure.

 January 25, Saturday: If slaves imported illicitly into Virginia were seized as contraband by the state 
government, those contraband slaves were to be auctioned by the overseers of the poor, and the funds used to 
defray state expenses.

“An Act to amend the several laws concerning slaves.”

§ 5. If the jury before whom the importer is brought “shall find
that the said slave or slaves were brought into this
commonwealth, and have remained therein, contrary to the
provisions of this act, the court shall make an order, directing
him, her or them to be delivered to the overseers of the poor,
to be by them sold for cash and applied as herein directed.”

§ 8. Penalty for bringing slaves, $400 per slave; the same for
buying or hiring, knowingly, such a slave.

§ 16. This act to take effect May 1, 1806. STATUTES AT LARGE OF
VIRGINIA, New Series, III. 251.

 January 27, Monday: The federal House of Representatives extensively debated, but finally dropped, a 
proposal to place a duty on the importation of slaves.

“A Bill laying a duty on slaves imported into any of the United
States.” Finally dropped. HOUSE JOURNAL (reprint of 1826), 8th
Congress, 2d session, V. 129; HOUSE JOURNAL (reprint of 1826), 9th

1163. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, pages 374-5.
1164. See House Bill No. 94.
1165. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress, 1st Session, page 466.
1166. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress, 1st Session, pages 519-20.

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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Congress, 1st session, V. 195, 223, 240, 242, 243-4, 248, 260,
262, 264, 276-7, 287, 294, 305, 309, 338; ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th
Congress, 1st session, pages 273, 274, 346, 358, 372, 434, 442-
4, 533.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: So alarming did the trade become that
North Carolina passed a resolution in December 1804,1167

proposing that the States give Congress power to prohibit the
trade. Massachusetts,1168 Vermont,1169 New Hampshire,1170 and
Maryland1171 responded; and a joint resolution was introduced in
the House, proposing as an amendment to the Constitution “That
the Congress of the United States shall have power to prevent
the further importation of slaves into the United States and the
Territories thereof.”1172 Nothing came of this effort; but
meantime the project of taxation was revived. A motion to this
effect, made in February, 1805, was referred to a Committee of
the Whole, but was not discussed. Early in the first session of
the ninth Congress the motion of 1805 was renewed; and although
again postponed on the assurance that South Carolina was about
to stop the trade,1173 it finally came up for debate January 20,
1806.1174 Then occurred a most stubborn legislative battle, which
lasted during the whole session.1175 Several amendments to the
motion were first introduced, so as to make it apply to all
immigrants, and again to all “persons of color.” As in the former
debate, it was proposed to substitute a resolution of censure
on South Carolina. All these amendments were lost. A long debate
on the expediency of the measure followed, on the old grounds.
Early of Georgia dwelt especially on the double taxation it
would impose on Georgia; others estimated that a revenue of one
hundred thousand dollars might be derived from the tax, a sum
sufficient to replace the tax on pepper and medicines. Angry
charges and counter-charges were made, — e.g., that Georgia,
though ashamed openly to avow the trade, participated in it as
well as South Carolina. “Some recriminations ensued between
several members, on the participation of the traders of some of
the New England States in carrying on the slave trade.” Finally,
January 22, by a vote of 90 to 25, a tax bill was ordered to be
brought in.1176 One was reported on the 27th.1177 Every sort of
opposition was resorted to. On the one hand, attempts were made
to amend it so as to prohibit importation after 1807, and to

1167. McMaster, HISTORY OF THE PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES, III. page 517.
1168. HOUSE JOURNAL (reprinted 1826), 8th Congress, 2d Session, V. 171; MASSACHUSETTS RESOLVES, May, 1802, to March, 
1806, Volume II. A. (State House ed., page 239).
1169. HOUSE JOURNAL (reprinted 1826), 9th Congress, 1st Session, V. 238.
1170. HOUSE JOURNAL (reprinted 1826), 9th Congress, 1st Session,, V. 266.
1171. SENATE JOURNAL (reprinted 1821), 9th Congress, 1st Session, IV. 76, 77, 79.
1172. HOUSE JOURNAL (reprinted 1826), 8th Congress, 2d Session, V. 171.
1173. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress, 1st Session, page 274.
1174. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, pages 272-4, 323.
1175. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, pages 346-52, 358-75, etc., to 520.
1176. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, pages 374-5.
1177. See House Bill No. 94.

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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prevent importation into the Territories; on the other hand,
attempts were made to recommit and postpone the measure. It
finally got a third reading, but was recommitted to a select
committee, and disappeared until February 14.1178 Being then
amended so as to provide for the forfeiture of smuggled cargoes,
but saying nothing as to the disposition of the slaves, it was
again relegated to a committee, after a vote of 69 to 42 against
postponement.1179 On March 4 it appeared again, and a motion to
reject it was lost. Finally, in the midst of the war scare and
the question of non-importation of British goods, the bill was
apparently forgotten, and the last attempt to tax imported
slaves ended, like the others, in failure.

 January 28, Tuesday: Les deux aveugles de Tolède, an opéra comique by Etienne Nicolas Méhul to words of 
Marsollier des Vivetières after The Thousand and One Nights, was performed for the initial time, in the 
Théâtre Feydeau, Paris. It would receive 20 performances in Paris and would be even more successful 
elsewhere.

 February 2, Sunday: Konzertmeister Louis Spohr got married with Dorothea Scheidler, the daughter of a 
court singer, in the court chapel of Gotha, in the presence of the Duchess.

A new chapel was inaugurated by the Emperor Napoléon in the northern part of the Tuileries Palace.

 February 4, Tuesday: The federal House of Representatives consider a proposition that US citizens no longer, 
after 1807, participate in the international slave trade, and that US vessels found to be taking part might be 
claimed in forfeit. When the matter came to a vote it was resoundingly defeated — there were but 17 yea votes 
(ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress, 1st session, page 438).

 February 10, Monday: The federal House of Representatives consider a proposition offered by the legislature 
of the State of New Hampshire, that the US Constitution be amended so as to authorize and empower the 
federal Congress to pass a law, whenever they may deem it expedient, to prevent the further slave-trade 
importation of slaves, or people of color, into the United States, or any part thereof. This achieved a reading 
but was then tabled, that is, disregarded.

HOUSE JOURNAL (reprint of 1826), 9th Congress, 1st session, V.
266; ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress, 1st session, page 448.

1178. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress, 1st Session, page 466.
1179. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress, 1st Session, pages 519-20.
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 February 11, Tuesday: The County of Tirol was annexed to Bavaria.

Lord William Wyndham Grenville, Baron Grenville succeeded William Pitt as Prime Minister of the United 
Kingdom and formed a Whig administration. Prime Minister Grenville and his Foreign Secretary, Charles Fox, 
were strong opponents of the slave trade and of colonial slavery (unlike Pitt, who was given to deploring 
slavery while insisting upon the necessity for it). Fox and William Wilberforce would lead the campaign in the 
House of Commons while Lord Grenville would take up the cudgel in the House of Lords. Sugar prices would 
fall. When it came to a vote in the House of Lords, the bill would pass by 41 votes over 20. In the House of 
Commons it would carry by 114 over 15. The Abolition of the Slave Trade bill would become effective on 
March 25, 1807. British captains caught continuing this trade would be fined £100 for each slave found on 
board. However, this law would not stop the British slave trade. When slavers were in danger of being captured 
by the British navy, captains might reduce their fines by having the slave cargo pitched over the far side of the 
ship to be dragged down by their being chained to each other. 

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: At the beginning of the nineteenth
century England held 800,000 slaves in her colonies; France,
250,000; Denmark, 27,000; Spain and Portugal, 600,000; Holland,
50,000; Sweden, 600; there were also about 2,000,000 slaves in
Brazil, and about 900,000 in the United States.1180 This was the
powerful basis of the demand for the slave-trade; and against
the economic forces which these four and a half millions of
enforced laborers represented, the battle for freedom had to be
fought.
Denmark first responded to the denunciatory cries of the
eighteenth century against slavery and the slave-trade. In 1792,
by royal order, this traffic was prohibited in the Danish
possessions after 1802. The principles of the French Revolution
logically called for the extinction of the slave system by
France. This was, however, accomplished more precipitately than
the Convention anticipated; and in a whirl of enthusiasm
engendered by the appearance of the Dominican deputies, slavery

1180. Cf. Augustine Cochin, in Lalor, CYCLOPEDIA, III. 723.

THE MIDDLE PASSAGE
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and the slave-trade were abolished in all French colonies
February 4, 1794.1181 This abolition was short-lived; for at the
command of the First Consul slavery and the slave-trade was
restored in An X (1799).1182 The trade was finally abolished by
Napoleon during the Hundred Days by a decree, March 29, 1815,
which briefly declared: “À dater de la publication du présent
Décret, la Traite des Noirs est abolie.”1183 The Treaty of Paris
eventually confirmed this law.1184

In England, the united efforts of Sharpe, Clarkson, and
Wilberforce early began to arouse public opinion by means of
agitation and pamphlet literature. May 21, 1788, Sir William
Dolben moved a bill regulating the trade, which passed in July
and was the last English measure countenancing the traffic.1185

The report of the Privy Council on the subject in 17891186

precipitated the long struggle. On motion of Pitt, in 1788, the
House had resolved to take up at the next session the question
of the abolition of the trade.1187 It was, accordingly, called
up by Wilberforce, and a remarkable parliamentary battle ensued,
which lasted continuously until 1805. The Grenville-Fox ministry
now espoused the cause. This ministry first prohibited the trade
with such colonies as England had acquired by conquest during
the Napoleonic wars; then, in 1806, they prohibited the foreign
slave-trade; and finally, March 25, 1807, enacted the total
abolition of the traffic.1188

 February 15, Saturday: The Treaty of Paris allied France and Prussia against Great Britain. Prussia closed its 
ports to British ships in return for the promise of Hannover, a British possession. French forces, led by new 
king Joseph Bonaparte, occupied Naples.

1181. By a law of Aug. 11, 1792, the encouragement formerly given to the trade was stopped. Cf. Choix de rapports, opinions 
et discours prononcés à la tribune nationale depuis 1789 (Paris, 1821), XIV. 425; quoted in Cochin, THE RESULTS OF 
EMANCIPATION (Booth’s translation, 1863), pages 33, 35-8.
1182. Cochin, THE RESULTS OF EMANCIPATION (Booth’s translation, 1863), pages 42-7.
1183. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1815-6, page 196.
1184. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1815-6, pages 195-9, 292-3; 1816-7, page 755. It was eventually confirmed by royal 
ordinance, and the law of April 15, 1818.
1185. STATUTE 28 GEORGE III., ch. 54. Cf. STATUTE 29 GEORGE III., ch. 66.
1186. Various petitions had come in praying for an abolition of the slave-trade; and by an order in Council, Feb. 11, 1788, a 
committee of the Privy Council was ordered to take evidence on the subject. This committee presented an elaborate report in 1789. 
See published REPORT, London, 1789.
1187. For the history of the Parliamentary struggle, cf. Clarkson’s and Copley’s histories. The movement was checked in the House 
of Commons in 1789, 1790, and 1791. In 1792 the House of Commons resolved to abolish the trade in 1796. The Lords postponed 
the matter to take evidence. A bill to prohibit the foreign slave-trade was lost in 1793, passed the next session, and was lost in the 
House of Lords. In 1795, 1796, 1798, and 1799 repeated attempts to abolish the trade were defeated. The matter then rested until 
1804, when the battle was renewed with more success.
1188. STATUTE 46 GEORGE III., ch. 52, 119; 47 GEORGE III., sess. I. ch. 36.
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 February 17, Monday: A plan was confirmed for a column “dedicated to the glory of the Grand Armee” (this 
column is now at Place Vendome in Paris).

Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: “Report of the Committee 
appointed on the seventh instant, to inquire whether any, and if any, what Additional Provisions are necessary 
to Prevent the Importation of Slaves into the Territories of the United States.” –HOUSE REPORTS, 9 Cong. 1 
sess. II. Which is to say, the federal House of Representatives received a resolution from its committee on the 
slave-trade, that it outlaw the bringing of any slaves into any of the “Territories” under US control that had not 
yet achieved the status of states of the union.

The committee on the slave-trade reported a resolution: — 
“Resolved, That it shall not be lawful for any person or persons,
to import or bring into any of the Territories of the United
States, any slave or slaves that may hereafter be imported into
the United States.” HOUSE JOURNAL, 9th Congress, 1st session, V
264, 278, 308, 345-6; HOUSE REPORTS, 9th Congress, 1st session,
II. Feb. 17, 1806; ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress, 1st session,
pages 472-3.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: So alarming did the trade become that
North Carolina passed a resolution in December 1804,1189

proposing that the States give Congress power to prohibit the
trade. Massachusetts,1190 Vermont,1191 New Hampshire,1192 and
Maryland1193 responded; and a joint resolution was introduced in
the House, proposing as an amendment to the Constitution “That
the Congress of the United States shall have power to prevent
the further importation of slaves into the United States and the
Territories thereof.”1194 Nothing came of this effort; but
meantime the project of taxation was revived. A motion to this
effect, made in February, 1805, was referred to a Committee of
the Whole, but was not discussed. Early in the first session of
the ninth Congress the motion of 1805 was renewed; and although
again postponed on the assurance that South Carolina was about
to stop the trade,1195 it finally came up for debate January 20,
1806.1196 Then occurred a most stubborn legislative battle, which
lasted during the whole session.1197 Several amendments to the
motion were first introduced, so as to make it apply to all
immigrants, and again to all “persons of color.” As in the former
debate, it was proposed to substitute a resolution of censure
on South Carolina. All these amendments were lost. A long debate
on the expediency of the measure followed, on the old grounds.
Early of Georgia dwelt especially on the double taxation it
would impose on Georgia; others estimated that a revenue of one
hundred thousand dollars might be derived from the tax, a sum

1189. McMaster, HISTORY OF THE PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES, III. page 517.
1190. HOUSE JOURNAL (reprinted 1826), 8th Congress, 2d Session, V. 171; MASSACHUSETTS RESOLVES, May, 1802, to March, 
1806, Volume II. A. (State House ed., page 239).
1191. HOUSE JOURNAL (reprinted 1826), 9th Congress, 1st Session, V. 238.
1192. HOUSE JOURNAL (reprinted 1826), 9th Congress, 1st Session,, V. 266.
1193. SENATE JOURNAL (reprinted 1821), 9th Congress, 1st Session, IV. 76, 77, 79.
1194. HOUSE JOURNAL (reprinted 1826), 8th Congress, 2d Session, V. 171.
1195. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress, 1st Session, page 274.
1196. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, pages 272-4, 323.
1197. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, pages 346-52, 358-75, etc., to 520.
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sufficient to replace the tax on pepper and medicines. Angry
charges and counter-charges were made, — e.g., that Georgia,
though ashamed openly to avow the trade, participated in it as
well as South Carolina. “Some recriminations ensued between
several members, on the participation of the traders of some of
the New England States in carrying on the slave trade.” Finally,
January 22, by a vote of 90 to 25, a tax bill was ordered to be
brought in.1198 One was reported on the 27th.1199 Every sort of
opposition was resorted to. On the one hand, attempts were made
to amend it so as to prohibit importation after 1807, and to
prevent importation into the Territories; on the other hand,
attempts were made to recommit and postpone the measure. It
finally got a third reading, but was recommitted to a select
committee, and disappeared until February 14.1200 Being then
amended so as to provide for the forfeiture of smuggled cargoes,
but saying nothing as to the disposition of the slaves, it was
again relegated to a committee, after a vote of 69 to 42 against
postponement.1201 On March 4 it appeared again, and a motion to
reject it was lost. Finally, in the midst of the war scare and
the question of non-importation of British goods, the bill was
apparently forgotten, and the last attempt to tax imported
slaves ended, like the others, in failure.

 February 20, Thursday: The federal Senate prohibited trade with Haiti.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: One of the last acts of this period
strikes again the key-note which sounded throughout the whole
of it. On February 20, 1806, after considerable opposition, a
bill to prohibit trade with San Domingo passed the Senate.1202

In the House it was charged by one side that the measure was
dictated by France, and by the other, that it originated in the
fear of countenancing Negro insurrection. The bill, however,
became a law, and by continuations remained on the statute-books
until 1809. Even at that distance the nightmare of the Haytian
insurrection continued to haunt the South, and a proposal to
reopen trade with the island caused wild John Randolph to point
out the “dreadful evil” of a “direct trade betwixt the town of
Charleston and the ports of the island of St. Domingo.”1203

 April 7, Monday: The federal Senate considered a recommendation that had originated in the legislature of 
the state of Maryland, that the US Constitution be amended to forbid any further migration (presumably, that 
meant immigration of free persons of color) or importation of slaves. This proposal would be considered on 
April 10th and then further consideration would be postponed until December.

“Mr. Wright communicated a resolution of the legislature of the
1198. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, pages 374-5.
1199. See House Bill No. 94.
1200. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress, 1st Session, page 466.
1201. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress, 1st Session, pages 519-20.
1202. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, pages 21, 52, 75, etc., to 138, 485-515, 1228. See House Bill No. 168. Cf. STATUTES AT LARGE, II. 
421-2.
1203. A few months later, at the expiration of the period, trade was quietly reopened. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 11th Congress, 1st 
Session, pages 443-6.
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state of Maryland instructing their Senators and Representatives
in Congress to use their utmost exertions to obtain an amendment
to the constitution of the United States to prevent the further
importation of slaves; whereupon, Mr. Wright submitted the
following resolutions for the consideration of the Senate....
“Resolved, That the migration or importation of slaves into the
United States, or any territory thereof, be prohibited after the
first day of January, 1808.” SENATE JOURNAL (reprint of 1821), 9th
Congress, 1st session, IV. 76-7, 79; ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th
Congress, 1st session, pages 229, 232.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: So alarming did the trade become that
North Carolina passed a resolution in December 1804,1204

proposing that the States give Congress power to prohibit the
trade. Massachusetts,1205 Vermont,1206 New Hampshire,1207 and
Maryland1208 responded; and a joint resolution was introduced in
the House, proposing as an amendment to the Constitution “That
the Congress of the United States shall have power to prevent
the further importation of slaves into the United States and the
Territories thereof.”1209 Nothing came of this effort; but
meantime the project of taxation was revived. A motion to this
effect, made in February, 1805, was referred to a Committee of
the Whole, but was not discussed. Early in the first session of
the ninth Congress the motion of 1805 was renewed; and although
again postponed on the assurance that South Carolina was about
to stop the trade,1210 it finally came up for debate January 20,
1806.1211 Then occurred a most stubborn legislative battle, which
lasted during the whole session.1212 Several amendments to the
motion were first introduced, so as to make it apply to all
immigrants, and again to all “persons of color.” As in the former
debate, it was proposed to substitute a resolution of censure
on South Carolina. All these amendments were lost. A long debate
on the expediency of the measure followed, on the old grounds.
Early of Georgia dwelt especially on the double taxation it
would impose on Georgia; others estimated that a revenue of one
hundred thousand dollars might be derived from the tax, a sum
sufficient to replace the tax on pepper and medicines. Angry
charges and counter-charges were made, — e.g., that Georgia,
though ashamed openly to avow the trade, participated in it as
well as South Carolina. “Some recriminations ensued between
several members, on the participation of the traders of some of

1204. McMaster, HISTORY OF THE PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES, III. page 517.
1205. HOUSE JOURNAL (reprinted 1826), 8th Congress, 2d Session, V. 171; MASSACHUSETTS RESOLVES, May, 1802, to March, 
1806, Volume II. A. (State House ed., page 239).
1206. HOUSE JOURNAL (reprinted 1826), 9th Congress, 1st Session, V. 238.
1207. HOUSE JOURNAL (reprinted 1826), 9th Congress, 1st Session,, V. 266.
1208. SENATE JOURNAL (reprinted 1821), 9th Congress, 1st Session, IV. 76, 77, 79.
1209. HOUSE JOURNAL (reprinted 1826), 8th Congress, 2d Session, V. 171.
1210. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress, 1st Session, page 274.
1211. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, pages 272-4, 323.
1212. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, pages 346-52, 358-75, etc., to 520.
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the New England States in carrying on the slave trade.” Finally,
January 22, by a vote of 90 to 25, a tax bill was ordered to be
brought in.1213 One was reported on the 27th.1214 Every sort of
opposition was resorted to. On the one hand, attempts were made
to amend it so as to prohibit importation after 1807, and to
prevent importation into the Territories; on the other hand,
attempts were made to recommit and postpone the measure. It
finally got a third reading, but was recommitted to a select
committee, and disappeared until February 14.1215 Being then
amended so as to provide for the forfeiture of smuggled cargoes,
but saying nothing as to the disposition of the slaves, it was
again relegated to a committee, after a vote of 69 to 42 against
postponement.1216 On March 4 it appeared again, and a motion to
reject it was lost. Finally, in the midst of the war scare and
the question of non-importation of British goods, the bill was
apparently forgotten, and the last attempt to tax imported
slaves ended, like the others, in failure.

 May: The British Parliament prohibited any new British ships from entering the international slave trade as 
“negreros” and passed a foreign abolition bill — and in June would pass a general abolition-of-human-slavery 
resolution.

 December 2, Tuesday: The US Congress voted to end importation of slaves, after 1807, sort of.

President Thomas Jefferson’s 6th Annual Message to the federal congress.

See ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress, 1st session, pages 97-98.
HOUSE JOURNAL (reprint of 1826), 9th Congress, 2d session, V. 468.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: The first great goal of anti-slavery
effort in the United States had been, since the Revolution, the
suppression of the slave-trade by national law. It would hardly
be too much to say that the Haytian revolution, in addition to
its influence in the years from 1791 to 1806, was one of the
main causes that rendered the accomplishment of this aim
possible at the earliest constitutional moment. To the great
influence of the fears of the South was added the failure of the
French designs on Louisiana, of which Toussaint L’Ouverture was
the most probable cause. The cession of Louisiana in 1803
challenged and aroused the North on the slavery question again;
put the Carolina and Georgia slave-traders in the saddle, to the
dismay of the Border States; and brought the whole slave-trade
question vividly before the public conscience. Another scarcely
less potent influence was, naturally, the great anti-slavery

1213. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, pages 374-5.
1214. See House Bill No. 94.
1215. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress, 1st Session, page 466.
1216. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress, 1st Session, pages 519-20.
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movement in England, which after a mighty struggle of eighteen
years was about to gain its first victory in the British Act of
1807.
President Jefferson, in his pacificatory message of December 2,
1806, said:

“I congratulate you, fellow-citizens, on the approach
of the period at which you may interpose your authority
constitutionally, to withdraw the citizens of the
United States from all further participation in those
violations of human rights which have been so long
continued on the unoffending inhabitants of Africa, and
which the morality, the reputation, and the best
interests of our country, have long been eager to
proscribe. Although no law you may pass can take
prohibitory effect till the first day of the year one
thousand eight hundred and eight, yet the intervening
period is not too long to prevent, by timely notice,
expeditions which cannot be completed before that
day.”1217

In pursuance of this recommendation, the very next day Senator
Bradley of Vermont introduced into the Senate a bill which,
after a complicated legislative history, became the Act of March
2, 1807, prohibiting the African slave-trade.1218

Three main questions were to be settled by this bill: first, and
most prominent, that of the disposal of illegally imported
Africans; second, that of the punishment of those concerned in
the importation; third, that of the proper limitation of the
interstate traffic by water.
The character of the debate on these three questions, as well
as the state of public opinion, is illustrated by the fact that
forty of the sixty pages of officially reported debates are
devoted to the first question, less than twenty to the second,
and only two to the third. A sad commentary on the previous
enforcement of State and national laws is the readiness with
which it was admitted that wholesale violations of the law would
take place; indeed, Southern men declared that no strict law
against the slave-trade could be executed in the South, and that
it was only by playing on the motives of personal interest that
the trade could be checked. The question of punishment indicated
the slowly changing moral attitude of the South toward the slave
system. Early boldly said, “A large majority of people in the
Southern States do not consider slavery as even an evil.”1219 The
South, in fact, insisted on regarding man-stealing as a minor
offence, a “misdemeanor” rather than a “crime.” Finally, in the
short and sharp debate on the interstate coastwise trade, the
growing economic side of the slavery question came to the front,
the vested interests’ argument was squarely put, and the future
interstate trade almost consciously provided for.
From these considerations, it is doubtful as to how far it was
expected that the Act of 1807 would check the slave traffic; at

1217. HOUSE JOURNAL (reprinted 1826), 9th Congress 2d session, V. 468.
1218. Cf. below, § 59.
1219. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 238.
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any rate, so far as the South was concerned, there seemed to be
an evident desire to limit the trade, but little thought that
this statute would definitively suppress it.

 December 15, Monday: In the federal House of Representatives, a bill was discussed that would prohibit the 
importation or bringing of slaves into the United States, beginning with January 1st of the year 1807. 
House Bill #148 would become merged into a bill in the US Senate.

“A bill to prohibit the importation or bringing of slaves into
the United States, etc.,” after Dec. 31, 1807. Finally merged
into Senate bill. HOUSE JOURNAL (reprint of 1826), 9th Congress,
2d session, V. 468.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

2 day 15 of 12 M 1806 / Spent the evening in a very agreeable 
circle at D Buffums, but my mind was occupied in a way which 
prevented the enjoyment which I sometimes have at such 
opportunities. We sat a little time in silence & O Williams 
expressed a few words by way of testimony very sweet.

 December 17, Wednesday: In the federal House of Representatives, Representative Sloan urged that the bill 
that would prohibit the importation or bringing of new slaves into the United States be amended. Although the 
full text of the proposal has been lost, we know that it asserted that not only would such a slave be taken away 
from the importer, but also:

“And such person or slave shall be entitled to his freedom.”
ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress, 2d session, pages 167-77, 180-89.

 December 22, Monday: The French forced their way across the Narew River against Russian defenders at 
Tscharnovo (Debe), north of Warsaw (2,800 corpses).

 December 23, Tuesday: The US House of Representatives considered adding, to its bill under discussion that 
would outlaw the further importation of slaves, a proviso no person might be sold as a slave in the process of 
the federal implementation of this policy. Such a proposed addition was rejected.

Ludwig van Beethoven’s Concerto for violin and orchestra op.61 was performed for the initial time, in the 
Theater-an-der-Wien, Vienna. The music hadn’t been ready until the last minute and the soloist, Franz 
Clement, was able to do only minimal preparation.
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 December 29, Monday: A continued Russian retreat, a strategy of refusing to stand and fight, plus poor 
weather, obliged the Emperor Napoléon to take his army into winter quarters in Poland.

Representative Sloan urged the federal House of Representatives, in a proposal the full text of which has been 
lost, that illegally imported Africans should be either freed, apprenticed, or returned to Africa (ANNALS OF 
CONGRESS, 9th Congress, 2d session, pages 226-8, 254).

 December 31, Wednesday: Great Britain rejected a proposed treaty of amity, commerce, and navigation with 
the United States of America.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: During the peace negotiations between
the United States and Great Britain in 1783, it was proposed by
Jay, in June, that there be a proviso inserted as follows:
“Provided that the subjects of his Britannic Majesty shall not
have any right or claim under the convention, to carry or import,
into the said States any slaves from any part of the world; it
being the intention of the said States entirely to prohibit the
importation thereof.”1220 Fox promptly replied: “If that be their
policy, it never can be competent to us to dispute with them
their own regulations.”1221 No mention of this was, however, made
in the final treaty, probably because it was thought
unnecessary.
In the proposed treaty of 1806, signed at London December 31,
Article 24 provided that “The high contracting parties engage
to communicate to each other, without delay, all such laws as
have been or shall be hereafter enacted by their respective
Legislatures, as also all measures which shall have been taken
for the abolition or limitation of the African slave trade; and
they further agree to use their best endeavors to procure the
co-operation of other Powers for the final and complete
abolition of a trade so repugnant to the principles of justice
and humanity.”1222

This marks the beginning of a long series of treaties between
England and other powers looking toward the prohibition of the
traffic by international agreement. During the years 1810-1814
she signed treaties relating to the subject with Portugal,
Denmark, and Sweden.1223 May 30, 1814, an additional article to
the Treaty of Paris, between France and Great Britain, engaged
these powers to endeavor to induce the approaching Congress at
Vienna “to decree the abolition of the Slave Trade, so that the
said Trade shall cease universally, as it shall cease
definitively, under any circumstances, on the part of the French
Government, in the course of 5 years; and that during the said
period no Slave Merchant shall import or sell Slaves, except in

1220. Sparks, DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENCE, X. 154.
1221. Fox to Hartley, June 10, 1783, as quoted in Bancroft, HISTORY OF THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES, I. 61. Cf. 
Sparks, DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENCE, X. 154, June 1783.
1222. AMERICAN STATE PAPERS, FOREIGN, III, page 151.
1223. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1815-6, pages 886, 937 (quotation).
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the Colonies of the State of which he is a Subject.”1224 In
addition to this, the next day a circular letter was despatched
by Castlereagh to Austria, Russia, and Prussia, expressing the
hope “that the Powers of Europe, when restoring Peace to Europe,
with one common interest, will crown this great work by
interposing their benign offices in favour of those Regions of
the Globe, which yet continue to be desolated by this unnatural
and inhuman traffic.”1225 Meantime additional treaties were
secured: in 1814 by royal decree Netherlands agreed to abolish
the trade;1226 Spain was induced by her necessities to restrain
her trade to her own colonies, and to endeavor to prevent the
fraudulent use of her flag by foreigners;1227 and in 1815
Portugal agreed to abolish the slave-trade north of the
equator.1228

1224. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1815-6, pages 890-1.
1225. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1815-6, page 887. Russia, Austria, and Prussia returned favorable replies: BRITISH 
AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1815-6, pages 887-8.
1226. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1815-6, page 889.
1227. She desired a loan, which England made on this condition: BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1815-6, pages 921-2.
1228. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1815-6, pages 937-9. Certain financial arrangements secured this concession.
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 In this year the Rhode Island ship Eagle brought a cargo of 180 new African slaves to America, the brig Nancy 
a cargo of 94, the schooner Nancy a cargo of 73, the snow (it had been a brig) Neptune a cargo of 140, the brig 
Factor a cargo of 85, the ship Lark a cargo of 95, the schooner Concord a cargo of 48, the brig Alfred a cargo 
of 84, the schooner Hiram a cargo of 105, the schooner Flora a cargo of 80, the schooner Ann & Harriet a 
cargo of 145 (this vessel would be registered in Boston until after this voyage it was re-registered in Rhode 
Island), and the sloop Baltimore a cargo of 80.1229

These people were mere freight, for consumption elsewhere. In Rhode Island itself, most black Americans 
were becoming free, if unequal:

While most black Rhode Islanders were free after 1807,

1807

1229. Clearly, there’s a terminology problem here. In an effort to resolve this terminology issue, at the Republican National 
Convention in New York during August 2004 –at which the Republican Party would for four days make an effort to strip from its 
face its mask of hostility to the plight of the downtrodden and reveal its true countenance of benevolent conservatism and concern– 
these people would be sensitively referred to by a Hoosier Republican running for the US Senate as “involuntary immigrants.”

So, perhaps, this is a good point at which to insert a story about involuntary immigrants that has been passed on to us by Ram 
Varmha, a retired IBM engineer whose father had briefly served as Maharaja after the independence of Cochin. He relates the story 
as narrated to him by his paternal grandmother who lived in Thripoonithura, Cochin: “When my grandmother (born 1882) was a 
young girl she would go with the elder ladies of the family to the Pazhayannur Devi Temple in Fort Cochin, next to the Cochin 
Lantha Palace built by the Dutch (Landers = Lantha), which was an early establishment of the Cochin royal family before the 
administration moved to Thripoonithura. My grandmother often told us that in the basement of the Lantha Palace, in a confined 
area, a family of Africans had been kept locked up, as in a zoo! By my Grandmother’s time all the Africans had died. But, some of 
the elder ladies had narrated the story to her of ‘Kappiries’ (Africans) kept in captivity there. It seems visitors would give them fruits 
and bananas. They were well cared for but always kept in confinement. My grandmother did not know all the details but according 
to her, ‘many’ years earlier, a ship having broken its mast drifted into the old Cochin harbor. When the locals climbed aboard, they 
found a crewless ship, but in the hold there were some chained ‘Kappiries’ still alive; others having perished. The locals did not 
know what to do with them. Not understanding their language and finding the Africans in chains, the locals thought that these were 
dangerous to set free. So they herded the poor Africans into the basement of the Cochin Fort, and held them in captivity, for many, 
many years! I have no idea when the initial incident happened, but I presume it took place in the late 1700s or early 1800s. This 
points to the possibility that it was, in fact, a slave ship carrying human cargo from East Africa to either the USA or the West Indies. 
An amazing and rather bizarre story. Incidentally, this is not an ‘old woman's tale’! Its quite reliable. My grandmother would identify 
some of the older ladies who had actually seen the surviving Kappiries.”

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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they remained victims of prejudice and oppression in
every sphere of life. They were segregated in the
churches, kept out of the public schools, denied
employment in the textile mills, and, finally, in 1822,
denied the right to vote.

— William McLoughlin, RHODE ISLAND: A HISTORY
(NY: Norton, 1978)

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: Of the twenty years from 1787 to 1807
it can only be said that they were, on the whole, a period of
disappointment so far as the suppression of the slave-trade was
concerned. Fear, interest, and philanthropy united for a time
in an effort which bade fair to suppress the trade; then the
real weakness of the constitutional compromise appeared, and the
interests of the few overcame the fears and the humanity of the
many.

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY

HDT WHAT? INDEX
 The slave trade to the British colonies was terminated and went on.

After the passing of this Abolition of the Slave Trade Act, Granville Sharp would join with Thomas Clarkson 
and Thomas Fowell Buxton to form a new Society for the Mitigation and Gradual Abolition of Slavery.

In a discussion list on the internet in 2007 there was a question raised as to the matter of motivation: why did 

Date Slave-trade Abolished by

1802 Denmark

1807 Great Britain; United States

1813 Sweden

1814 Netherlands

1815 Portugal (north of the equator)

1817 Spain (north of the equator)

1818 France

1820 Spain

1829 Brazil (?)

1830 Portugal

“EMANCIPATION IN THE BRITISH WEST INDIES”: In 1791, three hundred thousand
persons in Britain pledged themselves to abstain from all
articles of island produce. The planters were obliged to give way;
and in 1807, on the 25th March, the bill passed, and the slave-
trade was abolished. The assailants of slavery had early agreed
to limit their political action on this subject to the abolition
of the trade, but Granville Sharpe, as a matter of conscience;
whilst he acted as chairman of the London Committee, felt
constrained to record his protest against the limitation,
declaring that slavery was as much a crime against the Divine law,
as the slave-trade. The trade, under false flags, went on as
before.

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY

HDT WHAT? INDEX
the parliament of Great Britain attempt to abolish its international trade in slaves as of 1807? –Had this been 
an unselfish or a selfish act?

SELFISH: The “William Thesis II” as to the motivation for Great Britain’s abolition of the international slave 
trade is, that they came to suspect that continuing this trade would not be in their own best economic interest: 
“British abolition of the slave trade was made simpler by the fact that it was no longer the best economic 
model, and/or there was conflict between the ‘West Indian lobby’ and other economic interests.”

UNSELFISH: The other interpretation, which seems to be the current trend both among international human 
rights law scholars and among feelgood filmmakers (such as in the new movie “Amazing Grace”), looks back 
to the British abolition of the slave trade as a model of nations coming together, against their own economic 
interests, to rid the world of a profound evil. In ECONOCIDE, Seymour Drescher argued that Britain was at the 
zenith of its economic boom from slave trading, and ended the trade because the abolitionist movement 
managed to get the government to think about “first principles” of decency. According to Drescher, Britain 
ended the trade as a purely moral act, and thus the end of the international slave trade was one of the few proud 
moments in our history, a moment at which the strong rose in protection of the victimizable.

An initial commentator pointed out how very ineffective the British Abolition Act of 1807 turned out to be. 
Parliament would repeatedly be informed of techniques of circumvention, and repeatedly conduct fresh 
investigations, and enact further legislative correctives — so many of these that they would need to be 
consolidated in 1824, and then again in 1842. The sad history of this long struggle with the negrero ships on 
the high seas is recounted in Marika Sherwood’s AFTER ABOLITION (IB Tauris, 2007).
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Another initial commentator pointed out that Seymour Drescher in his later work CAPITALISM AND 
ANTISLAVERY complicated any suggestion that abolition had been “purely moral.” The works to look at in this 
respect are David Brion Davis’s THE PROBLEM OF SLAVERY IN THE AGE OF REVOLUTION, Robin Blackburn’s 
THE OVERTHROW OF COLONIAL SLAVERY, and Christopher Leslie Brown’s MORAL CAPITAL: THE 
FOUNDATIONS OF BRITISH ABOLITIONISM.

I got the impression that these scholars do not look upon the new movie “Amazing Grace” as a work 
illuminating genuine history, but instead as a made-to-order moral fable of heros triumphing over villainy, with 
an imposed just-so Hollywood happy ending.
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 Some of those involved in England in the anti-slave trade campaign, such as Thomas Fowell Buxton, were 
arguing that the only way to end the suffering of the slaves was to make slavery itself unlawful. William 
Wilberforce, in A LETTER ON THE ABOLITION OF THE SLAVE TRADE, disagreed, arguing that in his judgment 
the black slaves had not yet been adequately prepared for freedom: “It would be wrong to emancipate [the 
slaves]. To grant freedom to them immediately, would be to insure not only their masters’ ruin, but their own. 
They must [first] be trained and educated for freedom.”

When at the end of this year the legal US import of black slaves from overseas abruptly terminated, and the 
import allegedly ceased, with those citizens who continued to do so becoming allegedly hangable under the 
maritime code as “pirates,” the interesting fact is that every state of our union, including the slaveholding ones, 
had already banned further foreign imports of slaves, and in fact had done so before the turn of the century! 
South Carolina alone had repealed its ban of slave imports, in 1803; thus it was only the state of South Carolina 
that was in any way affected by this new federal law. The sorry fact of the matter is that this wasn’t due to 
considerations of humanity: at an early point it had become in the general interest of American slavemasters 
to ban further international trade in slaves — as such a ban had the effect of rendering the existing human 
property of these American slavemasters yet more valuable on the local auction blocks. Only South Carolina 
had been running against this trend, a trend which nowhere had anything at all to do with human rights and 
which nowhere had anything at all to do with human decency.

THE MIDDLE PASSAGE
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 Herr Professor G.W.F. Hegel’s PHÄNOMENOLOGIE DES GEISTES (PHENOMENOLOGY OF SPIRIT), created 
strictures which echoed those of Hume and Kant in presuming a crucial role for the faculty of memory, or 
collective, cultural memory. He thus was able to claim, surprise surprise, that because the Afriks had failed to 
master the art of writing in European languages, and had failed to developed a system of writing of their own, 
they could have nothing which could stand for a history of progressive development.

LITERACY
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 The US stopped exports with an Embargo Act because its ships were being seized by England and France in 
the Napoleonic Wars. The Embargo Act of 1807 allowed no exports from the US to any country and restricted 
imports of certain British products. It forbade US ships from sailing from US ports for foreign destinations, 
and did not allow many foreign vessels to sail from US ports with US goods. Federalists tried to block this 
measure but it passed the Senate by a vote of 22 over 6 and it passed the House, due to support from the South 
and West, by a vote of 82 over 44. This action would make President Jefferson very unpopular in Federalist 
strongholds and in ports along the Atlantic coast. During the 18th Century, while every little town along the 
Piscataqua River was taking part in the lucrative West Indies trade (one of the three legs of the infamous 
“triangular trade” which was supplying the sugar plantations of the West Indies with ever-fresh cadres of 
African slaves to labor under the lash), these little towns were quite prosperous. 

Even the virtually barren Isles of Shoals were prospering in that they provided a locale for processing the vast 
quantities of salt fish bound for the West Indies as cheap slave protein:

Ship’s captains and wealthy merchants built large and elegant
houses overlooking their wharves and warehouses. But almost as
soon as the houses were built, the sources of the fortunes that
had financed them began to dry up. Like most boom economies,
this one was fragile. Economic disaster hit the region with the
Embargo Act of 1807, and the War of 1812 sealed its fate with
the destruction of many ships and the complete disruption of
trade patterns.

— Brown, Dona. INVENTING NEW ENGLAND:
REGIONAL TOURISM IN THE NINETEENTH CENTURY.
Washington DC: Smithsonian Institution Press,
1995, page 178

“HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE” BEING A VIEW FROM A PARTICULAR 
POINT IN TIME (JUST AS THE PERSPECTIVE IN A PAINTING IS A VIEW 

TRIANGULAR TRADE
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FROM A PARTICULAR POINT IN SPACE), TO “LOOK AT THE COURSE OF 
HISTORY MORE GENERALLY” WOULD BE TO SACRIFICE PERSPECTIVE 
ALTOGETHER. THIS IS FANTASY-LAND, YOU’RE FOOLING YOURSELF. 
THERE CANNOT BE ANY SUCH THINGIE, AS SUCH A PERSPECTIVE.

 January 5, Monday: In the federal House of Representatives, Representative Sloan again urged, in a proposal 
the full text of which has been lost, that illegally imported Africans should either be freed, or apprenticed, or 
returned to Africa.

 January 7, Wednesday: Great Britain declared a counter-blockade against France and its allies.

In the federal House of Representatives, Representative Bidwell sought to add a proviso to Section 3 of the 
bill outlawing the importation of slaves, similar to one which had been defeated on December 23, 1806:

Provided, that no person shall be sold as a slave by virtue of
this act.

The House tied 60 against 60 on this proposed addition, and the Speaker of the House cast the deciding vote 
again defeating it.

HOUSE JOURNAL (reprint of 1826), 9th Congress, 2d session, V. 513-
6. Cf. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress, 2d session, pages 199-203,
265-7.

 February 9, Monday: At the recommendation of the committee on the slave trade, the US House of 
Representatives considered the incorporation of a Section 7 in their bill prohibiting any further importation of 
slaves, providing that any Negroes who were imported should be conveyed whither the President might direct 
and there be indentured as apprentices, or employed in whatever way the President might deem best for them 
and the country; provided that no such Negroes should be indentured or employed except in some State in 
which provision is now made for the gradual abolition of slavery. In this proposed wording blank spaces were 
left for limiting the term of this indenture, but the legislature would never fill in these blanks and this section 
of the bill would never be put to a vote (ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress, 2d session, pages 477-8).

xxxxxxxxxx “Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project
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 March 2, Monday: The United States House and Senate approved An Act to Prohibit the Importation of 
Slaves into any Port or Place Within the Jurisdiction of the United States, From and After the First Day of 
January, in the Year of our Lord One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eight (some quarter of a million new slaves 
would be imported between this point and 1860 but such activities would be “illegal”).

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: The rôle which the great Negro
Toussaint, called L’Ouverture, played in the history of the
United States has seldom been fully appreciated. Representing
the age of revolution in America, he rose to leadership through
a bloody terror, which contrived a Negro “problem” for the
Western Hemisphere, intensified and defined the anti-slavery
movement, became one of the causes, and probably the prime one,
which led Napoleon to sell Louisiana for a song, and finally,
through the interworking of all these effects, rendered more
certain the final prohibition of the slave-trade by the United
States in 1807.
From the time of the reorganization of the Pennsylvania
Abolition Society, in 1787, anti-slavery sentiment became
active. New York, New Jersey, Rhode Island, Delaware, Maryland,
and Virginia had strong organizations, and a national convention
was held in 1794. The terrible upheaval in the West Indies,
beginning in 1791, furnished this rising movement with an
irresistible argument. A wave of horror and fear swept over the
South, which even the powerful slave-traders of Georgia did not
dare withstand; the Middle States saw their worst dreams
realized, and the mercenary trade interests of the East lost
control of the New England conscience.

Although the US Congress indeed banned the further importation of colored slaves from Africa into the 
territory of the United States of America, with said ban on the international slave trade to take effect on January 
1, 1808, we instantly notice not only that the act had no real teeth but also that the act did not extent to a 
banning of any and all further importation of slaves regardless of race or color. It only banned the import of a 
slave if said person were supposed in some degree to be descended from the Negro race — therefore, it is very 
erroneous to suppose that this act was an act toward the objective of the abolition of human slavery, rather than 
an act toward an unspecified objective of racial purity or apartheid or ethnic cleansing. This act was racist in 
the sense that it was on its face intended not for the betterment of the black race but for the betterment of the 
white race:

AN ACT TO PROHIBIT THE IMPORTATION OF SLAVES
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That from and
after the first day of January, one thousand eight hundred and
eight, it shall not be lawful to import or bring into the United
States or the territories thereof from any foreign kingdom,
place, or country, any negro, mulatto, or person of colour, with
intent to hold, sell, or dispose of such negro, mulatto, or
person of colour, as a slave, or to be held to service or labour.
SEC 2. And be it further enacted, That no citizen or citizens
of the United States, or any other person, shall, from and after
the first day of January, in the year of our Lord one thousand
eight hundred and eight, for himself, or themselves, or any
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other person whatsoever, either as master, factor, or owner,
build, fit, equip, load or otherwise prepare any ship or vessel,
in any port or place within the jurisdiction of the United
States, nor shall cause any ship or vessel to sail from any port
or place within the same, for the purpose of procuring any negro,
mulatto, or person of colour, from any foreign kingdom, place,
or country, to be transported to any port or place whatsoever,
within the jurisdiction of the United States, to be held, sold,
or disposed of as slaves, or to be held to service or labour:
and if any ship or vessel shall be so fitted out for the purpose
aforesaid, or shall be caused to sail so as aforesaid, every
such ship or vessel, her tackle, apparel, and furniture, shall
be forfeited to the United States, and shall be liable to be
seized, prosecuted, and condemned in any of the circuit courts
or district courts, for the district where the said ship or
vessel may be found or seized.
SEC. 3. And be it further enacted, That all and every person so
building, fitting out, equipping, loading, or otherwise
preparing or sending away, any ship or vessel, knowing or
intending that the same shall be employed in such trade or
business, from and after the first day of January, one thousand
eight hundred and eight, contrary to the true intent and meaning
of this act, or any ways aiding or abetting therein, shall
severally forfeit and pay twenty thousand dollars, one moiety
thereof to the use of the United States, and the other moiety
to the use of any person or persons who shall sue for and
prosecute the same to effect.
SEC. 4. And be it further enacted, If any citizen or citizens
of the United States, or any person resident within the
jurisdiction of the same, shall, from and after the first day
of January, one thousand eight hundred and eight, take on board,
receive or transport from any of the coasts or kingdoms of
Africa, or from any other foreign kingdom, place, or country,
any negro, mulatto, or person of colour, in any ship or vessel,
for the purpose of selling them in any port or place within the
jurisdiction of the United States as slaves, or to be held to
service or labour, or shall be in any ways aiding or abetting
therein, such citizen or citizens, or person, shall severally
forfeit and pay five thousand dollars, one moiety thereof to the
use of any person or persons who shall sue for and prosecute the
same to effect; and every such ship or vessel in which such
negro, mulatto, or person of colour, shall have been taken on
board, received, or transported as aforesaid, her tackle,
apparel, and furniture, and the goods and effects which shall
be found on board the same, shall be forfeited to the United
States, and shall be liable to be seized, prosecuted, and
condemned in any of the circuit courts or district courts in the
district where the said ship or vessel may be found or seized.
And neither the importer, nor any person or persons claiming
from or under him, shall hold any right or title whatsoever to
any negro, mulatto, or person of colour, nor to the service or
labour thereof, who may be imported or brought within the United
States, or territories thereof, in violation of this law, but

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY

HDT WHAT? INDEX
the same shall remain subject to any regulations not
contravening the provisions of this act, which the legislatures
of the several states or territories at any time hereafter may
make, for disposing of any such negro, mulatto, or person of
colour.
SEC. 5. And be it further enacted, That if any citizen or
citizens of the United States, or any other person resident
within the jurisdiction of the same, shall, from and after the
first day of January, one thousand eight hundred and eight,
contrary to the true intent and meaning of this act, take on
board any ship or vessel from any of the coasts or kingdoms of
Africa, or from any other foreign kingdom, place, or country,
any negro, mulatto, or person of colour, with intent to sell
him, her, or them, for a slave, or slaves, or to be held to
service or labour, and shall transport the same to any port or
place within the jurisdiction of the United States, and there
sell such negro, mulatto, or person of colour, so transported
as aforesaid, for a slave, or to be held to service or labour,
every such offender shall be deemed guilty of a high
misdemeanor, and being thereof convicted before any court having
competent jurisdiction, shall suffer imprisonment for not more
than ten years nor less than five years, and be fined not
exceeding ten thousand dollars, nor less than one thousand
dollars.
SEC. 6. And be it further enacted, That if any person or persons
whatsoever, shall, from and after the first day of January, one
thousand eight hundred and eight, purchase or sell any negro,
mulatto, or person of colour, for a slave, or to be held to
service or labour, who shall have been imported, or brought from
any foreign kingdom, place, or country, or from the dominions
of any foreign state, immediately adjoining to the United
States, into any port or place within the jurisdiction of the
United States, after the last day of December, one thousand
eight hundred and seven, knowing at the time of such purchase
or sale, such negro, mulatto or person of colour, was so brought
within the jurisdiction of the Unified States, as aforesaid,
such purchaser and seller shall severally forfeit and pay for
every negro, mulatto, or person of colour, so purchased or sold
as aforesaid, eight hundred dollars; one moiety thereof to the
United States, and the other moiety to the use of any person or
persons who shall sue for and prosecute the same to effect:
Provided, that the aforesaid forfeiture shall not extend to the
seller or purchaser of any negro, mulatto, or person of colour,
who may be sold or disposed of in virtue of any regulation which
may hereafter be made by any of the legislatures of the several
states in that respect, in pursuance of this act, and the
constitution of the United States.
SEC. 7. And be it further enacted, That if any ship or vessel
shall be found, from and after the first day of January, one
thousand eight hundred and eight, in any river, port, bay, or
harbor, or on the high seas, within the jurisdictional limits
of the United States, or hovering on the coast thereof, having
on board any negro, mulatto, or person of colour, for the purpose
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of selling them as slaves, or with intent to land the same, in
any port or place within the jurisdiction of the United States,
contrary to the prohibition of this act, every such ship or
vessel, together with her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and
the goods or effects which shall be found on board the same,
shall be forfeited to the use of the United States, and may be
seized, prosecuted, and condemned, in any court of the United
States, having jurisdiction thereof. And it shall be lawful for
the President of the United States, and he is hereby authorized,
should he deem it expedient, to cause any of the armed vessels
of the United States to be manned and employed to cruise on any
part of the coast of the United States, or territories thereof,
where he may judge attempts will be made to violate the
provisions of this act, and to instruct and direct the
commanders of armed vessels of the United States, to seize,
take, and bring into any port of the United States all such ships
or vessels, and moreover to seize, take, and bring into any port
of the United States all ships or vessels of the United States,
wheresoever found on the high seas, contravening the provisions
of this act, to be proceeded against according to law, and the
captain, master, or commander of every such ship or vessel, so
found and seized as aforesaid, shall be deemed guilty of a high
misdemeanor, and shall be liable to be prosecuted before any
court of the United States, having jurisdiction thereof; and
being thereof convicted, shall be fined not exceeding ten
thousand dollars, and be imprisoned not less than two years, and
not exceeding four years. And the proceeds of all ships and
vessels, their tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the goods and
effects on board of them, which shall be so seized, prosecuted
and condemned, shall be divided equally between the United
States and the officers and men who shall make such seizure,
take, or bring the same into port for condemnation, whether such
seizure be made by an armed vessel of the United States, or
revenue cutters thereof, and the same shall be distributed in
like manner, as is provided by law, for the distribution of
prizes taken from an enemy: Provided, that the officers and men,
to be entitled to one half of the proceeds aforesaid, shall safe
keep every negro, mulatto, or person of colour, found on board
of any ship or vessel so by them seized, taken, or brought into
port for condemnation, and shall deliver every such negro,
mulatto, or person of colour, to such person or persons as shall
be appointed by the respective states, to receive the same, and
if no such person or persons shall be appointed by the respective
states, they shall deliver every such negro, mulatto, or person
of colour, to the overseers of the poor of the port or place
where such ship or vessel may be brought or found, and shall
immediately transmit to the governor or chief magistrate of the
state, an account of their proceedings, together with the number
of such Negroes, mulattoes, or persons of colour, and a
descriptive list of the same, that he may give directions
respecting such Negroes, mulattoes, or persons of colour.
SEC. 8. And be it further enacted, That no captain, master or
commander of any ship or vessel, of less burthen than forty tons,
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shall, from and after the first day of January, one thousand
eight hundred and eight, take on board and transport any negro,
mulatto, or person of colour, to any port or place whatsoever,
for the purpose of selling or disposing of the same as a slave,
or with intent that the same may be sold or disposed of to be
held to service or labour, on penalty of forfeiting for every
such negro, mulatto, or person of colour, so taken on board and
transported, as aforesaid, the sum of eight hundred dollars; one
moiety thereof to the use of the United States, and the other
moiety to any person or persons who shall sue for, and prosecute
the same to effect: Provided however, That nothing in this
section shall extend to prohibit the taking on board or
transporting on any river, or inland bay of the sea, within the
jurisdiction of the United States, any negro, mulatto, or person
of colour, (not imported contrary to the provisions of this act)
in any vessel or species of craft whatever.
SEC. 9. And be it further enacted, That the captain, master, or
commander of any ship or vessel of the burthen of forty tons or
more, from and after the first day of January, one thousand eight
hundred and eight, sailing coastwise, from any port in the
United States, to any port or place within the jurisdiction of
the same, having on board any negro, mulatto, or person of
colour, for the purpose of transporting them to be sold or
disposed of as slaves, or to be held to service or labour, shall,
previous to the departure of such ship or vessel, make out and
subscribe duplicate manifests of every such negro, mulatto, or
person of colour, on board such ship or vessel, therein
specifying the name and sex of each person, their age and
stature, as near as may be, and the class to which they
respectively belong, whether negro, mulatto, or person of
colour, with the name and place of residence of every owner or
shipper of the same, and shall deliver such manifests to the
collector of the port, if there be one, otherwise to the
surveyor, before whom the captain, master, or commander,
together with the owner or shipper, shall severally swear or
affirm to the best of their knowledge and belief, that the
persons therein specified were not imported or brought into the
United States, from and after the first day of January, one
thousand eight hundred and eight, and that under the laws of the
state, they are held to service or labour; whereupon the said
collector or surveyor shall certify the same on the said
manifests, one of which he shall return to the said captain,
master, or commander, with a permit, specifying thereon the
number, names, and general description of such persons, and
authorizing him to proceed to the port of his destination. And
if any ship or vessel, being laden and destined as aforesaid,
shall depart from the port where she may then be, without the
captain, master, or commander having first made out and
subscribed duplicate manifests, of every negro, mulatto, and
person of colour, on board such ship or vessel, as aforesaid,
and without having previously delivered the same to the said
collector or surveyor, and obtained a permit, in manner as
herein required, or shall, previous to her arrival at the port
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of her destination, take on board any negro, mulatto, or person
of colour, other than those specified in the manifests, as
aforesaid, every such ship or vessel, together with her tackle,
apparel and furniture, shall be forfeited to the use of the
United States, and may be seized, prosecuted and condemned in
any court of the United States having jurisdiction thereof; and
the captain, master, or commander of every such ship or vessel,
shall moreover forfeit, for every such negro, mulatto, or person
of colour, so transported, or taken on board, contrary to the
provisions of this act, the sum of one thousand dollars, one
moiety thereof to the United States, and the other moiety to the
use of any person or persons who shall sue for and prosecute the
same to effect.
SEC. 10. And be it further enacted, That the captain, master,
or commander of every ship or vessel, of the burthen of forty
tons or more, from and after the first day of January, one
thousand eight hundred and eight, sailing coastwise, and having
on board any negro, mulatto, or person of colour, to sell or
dispose of as slaves, or to be held to service or labour, and
arriving in any port within the jurisdiction of the United
States, from any other port within the same, shall, previous to
the unlading or putting on shore any of the persons aforesaid,
or suffering them to go on shore, deliver to the collector, if
there be one, or if not, to the surveyor residing at the port
of her arrival, the manifest certified by the collector or
surveyor of the port from whence she sailed, as is herein before
directed, to the truth of which, before such officer, he shall
swear or affirm, and if the collector or surveyor shall be
satisfied therewith, he shall thereupon grant a permit for
unlading or suffering such negro, mulatto, or person of colour,
to be put on shore, and if the captain, master, or commander of
any such ship or vessel being laden as aforesaid, shall neglect
or refuse to deliver the manifest at the time and in the manner
herein directed, or shall land or put on shore any negro,
mulatto, or person of colour, for the purpose aforesaid, before
he shall have delivered his manifest as aforesaid, and obtained
a permit for that purpose, every such captain, master, or
commander, shall forfeit and pay ten thousand dollars, one
moiety thereof to the United States, the other moiety to the use
of any person or persons who shall sue for and prosecute the
same to effect.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: The first great goal of anti-slavery
effort in the United States had been, since the Revolution, the
suppression of the slave-trade by national law. It would hardly
be too much to say that the Haytian revolution, in addition to
its influence in the years from 1791 to 1806, was one of the
main causes that rendered the accomplishment of this aim
possible at the earliest constitutional moment. To the great
influence of the fears of the South was added the failure of the
French designs on Louisiana, of which Toussaint L’Ouverture was
the most probable cause. The cession of Louisiana in 1803
challenged and aroused the North on the slavery question again;
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put the Carolina and Georgia slave-traders in the saddle, to the
dismay of the Border States; and brought the whole slave-trade
question vividly before the public conscience. Another scarcely
less potent influence was, naturally, the great anti-slavery
movement in England, which after a mighty struggle of eighteen
years was about to gain its first victory in the British Act of
1807.
President Jefferson, in his pacificatory message of December 2,
1806, said:

“I congratulate you, fellow-citizens, on the approach
of the period at which you may interpose your authority
constitutionally, to withdraw the citizens of the
United States from all further participation in those
violations of human rights which have been so long
continued on the unoffending inhabitants of Africa, and
which the morality, the reputation, and the best
interests of our country, have long been eager to
proscribe. Although no law you may pass can take
prohibitory effect till the first day of the year one
thousand eight hundred and eight, yet the intervening
period is not too long to prevent, by timely notice,
expeditions which cannot be completed before that
day.”1230

In pursuance of this recommendation, the very next day Senator
Bradley of Vermont introduced into the Senate a bill which,
after a complicated legislative history, became the Act of March
2, 1807, prohibiting the African slave-trade.1231

Three main questions were to be settled by this bill: first, and
most prominent, that of the disposal of illegally imported
Africans; second, that of the punishment of those concerned in
the importation; third, that of the proper limitation of the
interstate traffic by water.
The character of the debate on these three questions, as well
as the state of public opinion, is illustrated by the fact that
forty of the sixty pages of officially reported debates are
devoted to the first question, less than twenty to the second,
and only two to the third. A sad commentary on the previous
enforcement of State and national laws is the readiness with
which it was admitted that wholesale violations of the law would
take place; indeed, Southern men declared that no strict law
against the slave-trade could be executed in the South, and that
it was only by playing on the motives of personal interest that
the trade could be checked. The question of punishment indicated
the slowly changing moral attitude of the South toward the slave
system. Early boldly said, “A large majority of people in the
Southern States do not consider slavery as even an evil.”1232 The
South, in fact, insisted on regarding man-stealing as a minor
offence, a “misdemeanor” rather than a “crime.” Finally, in the
short and sharp debate on the interstate coastwise trade, the
growing economic side of the slavery question came to the front,

1230. HOUSE JOURNAL (reprinted 1826), 9th Congress 2d session, V. 468.
1231. Cf. below, § 59.
1232. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 238.
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the vested interests’ argument was squarely put, and the future
interstate trade almost consciously provided for.
From these considerations, it is doubtful as to how far it was
expected that the Act of 1807 would check the slave traffic; at
any rate, so far as the South was concerned, there seemed to be
an evident desire to limit the trade, but little thought that
this statute would definitively suppress it.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: The next point in importance was that
of the punishment of offenders. The half-dozen specific
propositions reduce themselves to two: 1. A violation should be
considered a crime or felony, and be punished by death; 2. A
violation should be considered a misdemeanor, and be punished
by fine and imprisonment.1233

Advocates of the severer punishment dwelt on the enormity of the
offence. It was “one of the highest crimes man could commit,”
and “a captain of a ship engaged in this traffic was guilty of
murder.”1234 The law of God punished the crime with death, and
any one would rather be hanged than be enslaved.1235 It was a
peculiarly deliberate crime, in which the offender did not act
in sudden passion, but had ample time for reflection.1236 Then,
too, crimes of much less magnitude are punished with death.
Shall we punish the stealer of $50 with death, and the man-
stealer with imprisonment only?1237 Piracy, forgery, and
fraudulent sinking of vessels are punishable with death, “yet
these are crimes only against property; whereas the importation
of slaves, a crime committed against the liberty of man, and
inferior only to murder or treason, is accounted nothing but a
misdemeanor.”1238 Here, indeed, lies the remedy for the evil of
freeing illegally imported Negroes, — in making the penalty so
severe that none will be brought in; if the South is sincere,
“they will unite to a man to execute the law.”1239 To free such
Negroes is dangerous; to enslave them, wrong; to return them,
impracticable; to indenture them, difficult, — therefore, by a
death penalty, keep them from being imported.1240 Here the East
had a chance to throw back the taunts of the South, by urging

1233. There were about six distinct punishments suggested: — 
1. Forfeiture, and fine of $5000 to $10,000 (Early’s bill: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 167).
2. Forfeiture and imprisonment (amendment to Senate bill: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, pages 231, 477, 483).
3. Forfeiture, imprisonment from 5 to 10 years, and fine of $1000 to $10,000 (amendment to amendment of Senate bill: ANNALS 
OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, pages 228, 483).
4. Forfeiture, imprisonment from 5 to 40 years, and fine of $1000 to $10,000 (Chandler’s amendment: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th 
Congress 2d session, page 228).
5. Forfeiture of all property, and imprisonment (Pitkin: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 188).
6. Death (Smilie: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, pages 189-90; bill reported to House, Dec. 19: ANNALS OF 
CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 190; Senate bill as reported to House, Jan. 28).
1234. Smilie: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, pages 189-90.
1235. Tallmadge: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 233; Olin: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, 
page 237.
1236. Ely: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 237.
1237. Smilie: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 236. Cf. Sloan: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d 
session, page 232.
1238. Hastings: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 228.
1239. Dwight: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 241; Ely: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, 
page 232.
1240. Mosely: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, pages 234-5.
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the South to unite with them in hanging the New England slave-
traders, assuring the South that “so far from charging their
Southern brethren with cruelty or severity in hanging them, they
would acknowledge the favor with gratitude.”1241 Finally, if the
Southerners would refuse to execute so severe a law because they
did not consider the offence great, they would probably refuse
to execute any law at all for the same reason.1242

The opposition answered that the death penalty was more than
proportionate to the crime, and therefore “immoral.”1243 “I
cannot believe,” said Stanton of Rhode Island, “that a man ought
to be hung for only stealing a negro.”1244 It was argued that the
trade was after all but a “transfer from one master to
another;”1245 that slavery was worse than the slave-trade, and
the South did not consider slavery a crime: how could it then
punish the trade so severely and not reflect on the
institution?1246 Severity, it was said, was also inexpedient:
severity often increases crime; if the punishment is too great,
people will sympathize with offenders and will not inform
against them. Said Mr. Mosely: “When the penalty is excessive
or disproportioned to the offence, it will naturally create a
repugnance to the law, and render its execution odious.”1247 John
Randolph argued against even fine and imprisonment, “on the
ground that such an excessive penalty could not, in such case,
be constitutionally imposed by a Government possessed of the
limited powers of the Government of the United States.”1248

The bill as passed punished infractions as follows: — 

For equipping a slaver, a fine of $20,000 and forfeiture of the
ship.

For transporting Negroes, a fine of $5000 and forfeiture of the
ship and Negroes.

For transporting and selling Negroes, a fine of $1000 to
$10,000, imprisonment from 5 to 10 years, and forfeiture of the
ship and Negroes.

For knowingly buying illegally imported Negroes, a fine of $800
for each Negro, and forfeiture.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: The first proposition was to prohibit
the coastwise slave-trade altogether,1249 but an amendment
reported to the House allowed it “in any vessel or species of
craft whatever.” It is probable that the first proposition would

1241. Tallmadge: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, pages 232, 234. Cf. Dwight: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th 
Congress 2d session, page 241.
1242. Varnum: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 243.
1243. Elmer: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 235.
1244. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 240.
1245. Holland: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 240.
1246. Early: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, pages 238-9; Holland: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d 
session, page 239.
1247. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 233. Cf. Lloyd: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 
237; Ely: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 232; Early: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, pages 
238-9.
1248. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 484.
1249. This was the provision of the Senate bill as reported to the House. It was over the House amendment to this that the Houses 
disagreed. Cf. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 484.
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have prevailed, had it not been for the vehement opposition of
Randolph and Early.1250 They probably foresaw the value which
Virginia would derive from this trade in the future, and
consequently Randolph violently declared that if the amendment
did not prevail, “the Southern people would set the law at
defiance. He would begin the example.” He maintained that by the
first proposition “the proprietor of sacred and chartered rights
is prevented the Constitutional use of his property.”1251 The
Conference Committee finally arranged a compromise, forbidding
the coastwise trade for purposes of sale in vessels under forty
tons.1252 This did not suit Early, who declared that the law with
this provision “would not prevent the introduction of a single
slave.”1253 Randolph, too, would “rather lose the bill, he had
rather lose all the bills of the session, he had rather lose
every bill passed since the establishment of the Government,
than agree to the provision contained in this slave bill.”1254

He predicted the severance of the slave and the free States, if
disunion should ever come. Congress was, however, weary with the
dragging of the bill, and it passed both Houses with the
compromise provision. Randolph was so dissatisfied that he had
a committee appointed the next day, and introduced an amendatory
bill. Both this bill and another similar one, introduced at the
next session, failed of consideration.1255

 March 25, Wednesday: Although in 1805 the British House of Commons had passed a bill that made it 
unlawful for a British subject to capture and transport slaves, that measure had been blocked by the House of 
Lords. In February 1806, Lord Grenville had formed a Whig administration. He and Charles Fox, his Foreign 
Secretary, were opponents of the slave-trade. Fox and William Wilberforce led the campaign in the House of 
Commons for a new Abolition of the Slave Trade bill, while Grenville was leading that campaign in the House 
of Lords. Greenville criticized his fellow Lords for “not having abolished the trade long ago,” offered that it 
was a practice “contrary to the principles of justice, humanity and sound policy.” The vote in the House of 
Lords carried by 41 votes over 20. The vote in the House of Commons carried by 114 votes over 15, and the 
international trade in slaves was outlawed as of March 1, 1808 by “An Act for the Abolition of the Slave 
Trade” (STATUTE 47 GEORGE III., 1st session, Chapter 36). British captains caught continuing the trade would 

1250. Cf. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, pages 527-8.
1251. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 528.
1252. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 626.
1253. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 626.
1254. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 626.
1255. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, pages 636-8; HOUSE JOURNAL (reprinted 1826), 9th Congress 2d session, 
V. 616, and House Bill No. 219; ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, 10th Congress 1st session, VI. 27, 50; ANNALS 
OF CONGRESS, 10th Congress 1st session, pages 854-5, 961.
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be fined £100 for each slave found on board. 

The Slave Trade Act outlawing the slave trade in the British Empire immediately received royal assent. 
However, it would not stop the British slave trade. If slavers were in danger of being captured by the British 
navy, captains might reduce the fines they had to pay by having the slaves thrown off the far, hidden side of 
the vessel to be pulled down by the weight of their chains. Some people involved in the anti-slave trade 
campaign, such as Thomas Clarkson and Thomas Fowell Buxton, would begin to argue that the only way 
effectively to end the suffering was to make slavery itself illegal. One month later, Parliament would pass the 
Slavery Abolition Act that gave all slaves in the British Empire their freedom. (Note that this was occurring 
16 years after the Danes had abolished their trade. Note that the US had abolished its participation in the 
international slave trade on March 2d. Note also that British colonial slavery would continue until 1833, and 
US slavery would continue until toward the close of our Civil War.)

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: At the beginning of the nineteenth
century England held 800,000 slaves in her colonies; France,
250,000; Denmark, 27,000; Spain and Portugal, 600,000; Holland,
50,000; Sweden, 600; there were also about 2,000,000 slaves in
Brazil, and about 900,000 in the United States.1256 This was the
powerful basis of the demand for the slave-trade; and against
the economic forces which these four and a half millions of
enforced laborers represented, the battle for freedom had to be
fought.
Denmark first responded to the denunciatory cries of the
eighteenth century against slavery and the slave-trade. In 1792,
by royal order, this traffic was prohibited in the Danish
possessions after 1802. The principles of the French Revolution
logically called for the extinction of the slave system by
France. This was, however, accomplished more precipitately than
the Convention anticipated; and in a whirl of enthusiasm
engendered by the appearance of the Dominican deputies, slavery
and the slave-trade were abolished in all French colonies
February 4, 1794.1257 This abolition was short-lived; for at the

1256. Cf. Augustine Cochin, in Lalor, CYCLOPEDIA, III. 723.
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LAR TRADE
command of the First Consul slavery and the slave-trade was
restored in An X (1799).1258 The trade was finally abolished by
Napoleon during the Hundred Days by a decree, March 29, 1815,
which briefly declared: “À dater de la publication du présent
Décret, la Traite des Noirs est abolie.”1259 The Treaty of Paris
eventually confirmed this law.1260

In England, the united efforts of Sharpe, Clarkson, and
Wilberforce early began to arouse public opinion by means of
agitation and pamphlet literature. May 21, 1788, Sir William
Dolben moved a bill regulating the trade, which passed in July
and was the last English measure countenancing the traffic.1261

The report of the Privy Council on the subject in 17891262

precipitated the long struggle. On motion of Pitt, in 1788, the
House had resolved to take up at the next session the question
of the abolition of the trade.1263 It was, accordingly, called
up by Wilberforce, and a remarkable parliamentary battle ensued,
which lasted continuously until 1805. The Grenville-Fox ministry
now espoused the cause. This ministry first prohibited the trade
with such colonies as England had acquired by conquest during
the Napoleonic wars; then, in 1806, they prohibited the foreign
slave-trade; and finally, March 25, 1807, enacted the total
abolition of the traffic.1264

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

4 day 25 of 3 M / Called this Morning to see J.L. who yesterday 
opened an hat shop in this town, & spent a little time with him, 
as he is young in years & experience his situation claimed my 
affectionate sympathy, & my mind was affected with desires for 
his preservation, beyond my capasity of expression

———————————————————————————————————

 April 25, Saturday: In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal of having 
recently encountered a former school classmate, hardened, who “had just come on shore from a Slave Voige 
to the Coast of Africa”:1265

1257. By a law of Aug. 11, 1792, the encouragement formerly given to the trade was stopped. Cf. Choix de rapports, opinions 
et discours prononcés à la tribune nationale depuis 1789 (Paris, 1821), XIV. 425; quoted in Cochin, THE RESULTS OF 
EMANCIPATION (Booth’s translation, 1863), pages 33, 35-8.
1258. Cochin, THE RESULTS OF EMANCIPATION (Booth’s translation, 1863), pages 42-7.
1259. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1815-6, page 196.
1260. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1815-6, pages 195-9, 292-3; 1816-7, page 755. It was eventually confirmed by royal 
ordinance, and the law of April 15, 1818.
1261. STATUTE 28 GEORGE III., ch. 54. Cf. STATUTE 29 GEORGE III., ch. 66.
1262. Various petitions had come in praying for an abolition of the slave-trade; and by an order in Council, Feb. 11, 1788, a 
committee of the Privy Council was ordered to take evidence on the subject. This committee presented an elaborate report in 1789. 
See published REPORT, London, 1789.
1263. For the history of the Parliamentary struggle, cf. Clarkson’s and Copley’s histories. The movement was checked in the House 
of Commons in 1789, 1790, and 1791. In 1792 the House of Commons resolved to abolish the trade in 1796. The Lords postponed 
the matter to take evidence. A bill to prohibit the foreign slave-trade was lost in 1793, passed the next session, and was lost in the 
House of Lords. In 1795, 1796, 1798, and 1799 repeated attempts to abolish the trade were defeated. The matter then rested until 
1804, when the battle was renewed with more success.
1264. STATUTE 46 GEORGE III., ch. 52, 119; 47 GEORGE III., sess. I. ch. 36.
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7 day 25 of 4 M / My mind still under livly impressions & tho’ 
they lead me in the line of the Cross as to the natural part, 
desire to endure all with patience, if I can but insure to myself 
the presence of the Lord which is my delight to feel, but Oh my 
weakness. I’m afraid of falling. Help [?] me Oh Lord. keep me 
in the hollow of they all preserving hand. This forenoon H Almy 
called at the shop & after a little pleasant conversation, he 
appeared inclin’d to sit still, & I willing to join him therein. 
So after a pause which was attended with a good degree of 
solemnity, Holder was concerned to make a few remarks on the 
exellency of a pious life, & the wretched disconsolate State of 
such who have lived to old age without having conform’d to the 
dictates of truth, being favor’d from time to time with the 
visitations of Gods love in their hearts, & now when on the 
graves edge to look back on their past omissions & commissions 
thro’ time not to feel the enlivning hope of peace & rest in the 
life to come, observing “The child shall die an hundred years 
old, but the Sinner, being an hundred years old shall perish” 
he concluded by observing “that tho’ our trials might be Severe 
& our disappointments hard to bear, yet by faithful obedience 
we may experience a way to be made where no way may appear & 
hard things renderd easy & bitter things sweet.” The above 
remarks appear’d to reach the heart of poor old G.W who was 
present with us, so that after Holder left us he appeard quite 
contrite even unto weeping.
This afternoon a young man whose initials are J.S called in with 
whom I had a little conversation, & tho’ it did not turn 
naturally on religious Subjects yet it was very pleasant. 
I believe him to be a young man who has retained a good degree 
of innocencey, thro’ a considerable exposure to the vices of the 
world We Sometimes meet with Some who, tho’ they are not in 
membership with us, yet feel pleasant, & our hearts become drawn 
into nearness with each other As I believe was reciprocally the 
case between us. I could but contrast the difference between him 
& some of my other old School fellows, who in their Younger days 
were in a pretty good state of innocence, but since they have 
come to man’s estate have run into the various wickednesses of 
the present day. My mind was not a little affected not long since 
at meeting a young man with whom I formerly went to School, & 
then was an innocent lad. he had just come on shore from a Slave 
Voige to the Coast of Africa, his countenance bespoke a mind 
exactly suited for the purpose he had been about, he looked so 
hardened that I could scarcely endure to look at him, & so 
affected my feelings that I have frequently reflected on his 
situation with painful sensations many times since

1265. This may have been the brig Three Sisters, whose slaves would be auctioned at the US Customs House in October, or it may 
have been one of the negreros Eagle bringing a cargo of 180, the brig Nancy bringing a cargo of 94, the schooner Nancy bringing 
a cargo of 73, the Neptune bringing a cargo of 140, the Factor bringing a cargo of 85, the Lark bringing a cargo of 95, the Concord 
bringing a cargo of 48, the Alfred bringing a cargo of 84, the Hiram bringing a cargo of 105, the Flora bringing a cargo of 80, the 
Ann & Harriet bringing a cargo of 145, or the Baltimore bringing a cargo of 80 — that we know of. There were so many Rhode 
Island vessels still engaged in this traffic — it was like it was going out of style or something!
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(“There, but for the grace of God, go I!”)

 October 12, Monday: Louis Spohr was admitted to the newly reconstituted Masonic lodge “Ernst zum 
Kompass” in Gotha.

In Bristol, Rhode Island, at the US Customs House, sale of slaves brought over in a voyage of the negrero brig 
Three Sisters.

How was this possible under the federal Act of 1807, recently enacted?

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: The dozen or more propositions on the
question of the disposal of illegally imported Africans may be
divided into two chief heads, representing two radically opposed
parties: 1. That illegally imported Africans be free, although
they might be indentured for a term of years or removed from the
country. 2. That such Africans be sold as slaves.1266 The
arguments on these two propositions, which were many and far-
reaching, may be roughly divided into three classes, political,
constitutional, and moral.
The political argument, reduced to its lowest terms, ran thus:
those wishing to free the Negroes illegally imported declared
that to enslave them would be to perpetrate the very evil which
the law was designed to stop. “By the same law,” they said, “we
condemn the man-stealer and become the receivers of his stolen
goods. We punish the criminal, and then step into his place, and
complete the crime.”1267 They said that the objection to free
Negroes was no valid excuse; for if the Southern people really
feared this class, they would consent to the imposing of such
penalties on illicit traffic as would stop the importation of a

1266. There were at least twelve distinct propositions as to the disposal of the Africans imported: — 
1. That they be forfeited and sold by the United States at auction (Early’s bill, reported Dec. 15: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th 
Congress 2d session, pages 167-8).
2. That they be forfeited and left to the disposal of the States (proposed by Bidwell and Early: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 
2d session, pages 181, 221, 477. This was the final settlement.)
3. That they be forfeited and sold, and that the proceeds go to charities, education, or internal improvements (Early, Holland, and 
Masters: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 273).
4. That they be forfeited and indentured for life (Alston and Bidwell: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, pages 170-1).
5. That they be forfeited and indentured for 7, 8, or 10 years (Pitkin: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 186).
6. That they be forfeited and given into the custody of the President, and by him indentured in free States for a term of years (bill 
reported from the Senate Jan. 28: HOUSE JOURNAL (reprinted 1826), 9th Congress 2d session, V. 575; ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th 
Congress 2d session, page 477. Cf. also ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 272).
7. That the Secretary of the Treasury dispose of them, at his discretion, in service (Quincy: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 
2d session, page 183).
8. That those imported into slave States be returned to Africa or bound out in free States (Sloan: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th 
Congress 2d session, page 254).
9. That all be sent back to Africa (Smilie: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 176).
10. That those imported into free States be free, those imported into slave States be returned to Africa or indentured (Sloan: ANNALS 
OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 226).
11. That they be forfeited but not sold (Sloan and others: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 270).
12. That they be free (Sloan: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 168; Bidwell: HOUSE JOURNAL (reprinted 1826), 
9th Congress 2d session, V. 515).
1267. Bidwell, Cook, and others: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 201.

TRIANGULAR TRADE
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single slave.1268 Moreover, “forfeiture” and sale of the Negroes
implied a property right in them which did not exist.1269 Waiving
this technical point, and allowing them to be “forfeited” to the
government, then the government should either immediately set
them free, or, at the most, indenture them for a term of years;
otherwise, the law would be an encouragement to violators. “It
certainly will be,” said they, “if the importer can find means
to evade the penalty of the act; for there he has all the
advantage of a market enhanced by our ineffectual attempt to
prohibit.”1270 They claimed that even the indenturing of the
ignorant barbarian for life was better than slavery; and Sloan
declared that the Northern States would receive the freed
Negroes willingly rather than have them enslaved.1271

The argument of those who insisted that the Negroes should be
sold was tersely put by Macon: “In adopting our measures on this
subject, we must pass such a law as can be executed.”1272 Early
expanded this: “It is a principle in legislation, as correct as
any which has ever prevailed, that to give effect to laws you
must not make them repugnant to the passions and wishes of the
people among whom they are to operate. How then, in this
instance, stands the fact? Do not gentlemen from every quarter
of the Union prove, on the discussion of every question that has
ever arisen in the House, having the most remote bearing on the
giving freedom to the Africans in the bosom of our country, that
it has excited the deepest sensibility in the breasts of those
where slavery exists? And why is this so? It is, because those
who, from experience, know the extent of the evil, believe that
the most formidable aspect in which it can present itself, is
by making these people free among them. Yes, sir, though slavery
is an evil, regretted by every man in the country, to have among
us in any considerable quantity persons of this description, is
an evil far greater than slavery itself. Does any gentleman want
proof of this? I answer that all proof is useless; no fact can
be more notorious. With this belief on the minds of the people
where slavery exists, and where the importation will take place,
if at all, we are about to turn loose in a state of freedom all
persons brought in after the passage of this law. I ask gentlemen
to reflect and say whether such a law, opposed to the ideas, the
passions, the views, and the affections of the people of the
Southern States, can be executed? I tell them, no; it is
impossible — why? Because no man will inform — why? Because to
inform will be to lead to an evil which will be deemed greater
than the offence of which information is given, because it will
be opposed to the principle of self-preservation, and to the
love of family. No, no man will be disposed to jeopard his life,
and the lives of his countrymen. And if no one dare inform, the
whole authority of the Government cannot carry the law into

1268. Bidwell: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 172.
1269. Fisk: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, pages 224-5; Bidwell: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d 
session, page 221.
1270. Quincy: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 184.
1271. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 478; Bidwell: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 
171.
1272. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 172.
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effect. The whole people will rise up against it. Why? Because
to enforce it would be to turn loose, in the bosom of the
country, firebrands that would consume them.”1273

This was the more tragic form of the argument; it also had a
mercenary side, which was presented with equal emphasis. It was
repeatedly said that the only way to enforce the law was to play
off individual interests against each other. The profit from the
sale of illegally imported Negroes was declared to be the only
sufficient “inducement to give information of their
importation.”1274 “Give up the idea of forfeiture, and I
challenge the gentleman to invent fines, penalties, or
punishments of any sort, sufficient to restrain the slave
trade.”1275 If such Negroes be freed, “I tell you that slaves
will continue to be imported as heretofore.... You cannot get
hold of the ships employed in this traffic. Besides, slaves will
be brought into Georgia from East Florida. They will be brought
into the Mississippi Territory from the bay of Mobile. You
cannot inflict any other penalty, or devise any other adequate
means of prevention, than a forfeiture of the Africans in whose
possession they may be found after importation.”1276 Then, too,
when foreigners smuggled in Negroes, “who then ... could be
operated on, but the purchasers? There was the rub — it was their
interest alone which, by being operated on, would produce a
check. Snap their purse-strings, break open their strong box,
deprive them of their slaves, and by destroying the temptation
to buy, you put an end to the trade, ... nothing short of a
forfeiture of the slave would afford an effectual remedy.”1277

Again, it was argued that it was impossible to prevent imported
Negroes from becoming slaves, or, what was just as bad, from
being sold as vagabonds or indentured for life.1278 Even our own
laws, it was said, recognize the title of the African slave
factor in the transported Negroes; and if the importer have no
title, why do we legislate? Why not let the African immigrant
alone to get on as he may, just as we do the Irish immigrant?1279

If he should be returned to Africa, his home could not be found,
and he would in all probability be sold into slavery again.1280

The constitutional argument was not urged as seriously as the
foregoing; but it had a considerable place. On the one hand, it
was urged that if the Negroes were forfeited, they were
forfeited to the United States government, which could dispose
of them as it saw fit;1281 on the other hand, it was said that
the United States, as owner, was subject to State laws, and could
not free the Negroes contrary to such laws.1282 Some alleged that

1273. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, pages 173-4.
1274. Alston: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 170.
1275. D.R. Williams: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 183.
1276. Early: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, pages 184-5.
1277. Lloyd, Early, and others: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 203.
1278. Alston: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 170.
1279. Quincy: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 222; Macon: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, 
page 225.
1280. Macon: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 177.
1281. Barker: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 171; Bidwell: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, 
page 172.
1282. Clay, Alston, and Early: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 266.
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the freeing of such Negroes struck at the title to all slave
property;1283 others thought that, as property in slaves was not
recognized in the Constitution, it could not be in a statute.1284

The question also arose as to the source of the power of Congress
over the slave-trade. Southern men derived it from the clause
on commerce, and declared that it exceeded the power of Congress
to declare Negroes imported into a slave State, free, against
the laws of that State; that Congress could not determine what
should or should not be property in a State.1285 Northern men
replied that, according to this principle, forfeiture and sale
in Massachusetts would be illegal; that the power of Congress
over the trade was derived from the restraining clause, as a
non-existent power could not be restrained; and that the United
States could act under her general powers as executor of the Law
of Nations.1286

The moral argument as to the disposal of illegally imported
Negroes was interlarded with all the others. On the one side,
it began with the “Rights of Man,” and descended to a stickling
for the decent appearance of the statute-book; on the other
side, it began with the uplifting of the heathen, and descended
to a denial of the applicability of moral principles to the
question. Said Holland of North Carolina: “It is admitted that
the condition of the slaves in the Southern States is much
superior to that of those in Africa. Who, then, will say that
the trade is immoral?”1287 But, in fact, “morality has nothing
to do with this traffic,”1288 for, as Joseph Clay declared, “it
must appear to every man of common sense, that the question could
be considered in a commercial point of view only.”1289 The other
side declared that, “by the laws of God and man,” these captured
Negroes are “entitled to their freedom as clearly and absolutely
as we are;”1290 nevertheless, some were willing to leave them to
the tender mercies of the slave States, so long as the statute-
book was disgraced by no explicit recognition of slavery.1291

Such arguments brought some sharp sarcasm on those who seemed
anxious “to legislate for the honor and glory of the statute
book;”1292 some desired “to know what honor you will derive from
a law that will be broken every day of your lives.”1293 They would
rather boldly sell the Negroes and turn the proceeds over to
charity.

1283. Clay, Alston, and Early: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 266.
1284. Bidwell: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 221.
1285. Sloan and others: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 271; Early and Alston: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th 
Congress 2d session, pages 168, 171.
1286. Ely, Bidwell, and others: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, pages 179, 181, 271; Smilie and Findley: ANNALS 
OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, pages 225, 226.
1287. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 240. Cf. Lloyd: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 
236.
1288. Holland: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 241.
1289. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 227; Macon: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 
225.
1290. Bidwell, Cook, and others: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 201.
1291. Bidwell: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 221. Cf. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, 
page 202.
1292. Early: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 239.
1293. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session
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The final settlement of the question was as follows: — 

“SECTION 4.... And neither the importer, nor any person
or persons claiming from or under him, shall hold any
right or title whatsoever to any negro, mulatto, or
person of color, nor to the service or labor thereof,
who may be imported or brought within the United States,
or territories thereof, in violation of this law, but
the same shall remain subject to any regulations not
contravening the provisions of this act, which the
Legislatures of the several States or Territories at any
time hereafter may make, for disposing of any such
negro, mulatto, or person of color.”1294

1294. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 1267.
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 One of Waldo Emerson’s sources for his lecture “EMANCIPATION IN THE BRITISH WEST INDIES”, Friend 
Thomas Clarkson’s THE HISTORY OF THE RISE, PROGRESS AND ACCOMPLISHMENT OF THE ABOLITION OF 
THE AFRICAN SLAVE TRADE BY THE BRITISH PARLIAMENT,1295 was published.

1808

1295. But Emerson would repudiate Friend Thomas Clarkson’s religious and moral focus, in favor of a pretense, a pleasant fiction, 
that the elimination of oppression of slaves would be to the “advantage” of the oppressor, the slaveholder, or “for what the grossest 
calculation calls his advantage.” 
NOTE: There is a convenient new facsimile impression of the 1st edition of this in two volumes, published in London by Cass as 
of 1968, based upon the 1st edition by Longman, Hurst, Rees & Orme as of 1808. I will include here the 1st of the volumes.

“EMANCIPATION IN THE BRITISH WEST INDIES”: Thomas Clarkson was a youth at
Cambridge, England, when the subject given out for a Latin prize
dissertation, was, “Is it right to make slaves of others against
their will?” He wrote an essay, and won the prize; but he wrote
too well for his own peace; he began to ask himself, if these
things could be true; and if they were, he could no longer rest.
He left Cambridge; he fell in with the six Quakers. They engaged
him to act for them. He himself interested Mr. Wilberforce in
the matter. The shipmasters in that trade were the greatest
miscreants, and guilty of every barbarity to their own crews.
Clarkson went to Bristol, made himself acquainted with the
interior of the slave ships, and the details of the trade. The
facts confirmed his sentiment, “that Providence had never made
that to be wise, which was immoral, and that the slave-trade —
was as impolitic as it was unjust;” that it was found peculiarly
fatal to those employed in it. More seamen died in that trade,
in one year, than in the whole remaining trade of the country
in two. Mr. Pitt and Mr. Fox were drawn into the generous
enterprise.... Mr. Clarkson, early in his career, made a
collection of African productions and manufactures, as
specimens of the arts and culture of the negro; comprising cloths
and loom, weapons, polished stones and woods, leather, glass,
dyes, ornaments, soap, pipe-bowls, and trinkets. These he showed
to Mr. Pitt, who saw and handled them with extreme interest. “On
sight of these,” says Clarkson, “many sublime thoughts seemed to
rush at once into his mind, some of which he expressed;” and hence
appeared to arise a project which was always dear to him, of the
civilization of Africa, — a dream which forever elevates his fame.

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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Click here for the full text of Volume One:

(Vol. 2 has not as yet been electronically captured.)

 January 1, Friday: “Mounseer Nongtonpow,” a poem expanding upon a Charles Didbin song, published by 
the publishing firm of William Godwin (M.J. Godwin) and illustrated by a Godwin protégé William Mulready, 
that some once supposed to have been authored by that publisher’s child Mary Godwin Wollstonecraft.

Herman Willem Daendels, appointed as governor by the French-controlled Dutch government, arrived in the 
Dutch East Indies.

The Code Napoléon went into effect in Spain and Holland.

Princess Elisa of Lucca reduced her court orchestra to a string quartet which included Nicolò Paganini and his 
brother.

Sierra Leone was made a British Crown Colony.

As of this day it supposedly became impossible legally, sort of, to import any more slaves into the United 
States of America.1296
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1296.  You will notice the manner in which Section 9 of the US Constitution is persistently misrepresented in our history textbooks. 
Where Section 9 explicitly prohibits the new federal Congress from restricting the international slave trade before 1808, saying that 
“The migration or importation of such persons as any of the states now existing shall think proper to admit, shall not be prohibited 
by the Congress prior to the year one thousand eight hundred and eight ...,” our popular historians gloss this in our high schools as 
a victory for human liberty. This was instead a sop that had been thrown to the American enslavers. It categorically prevented the 
new federal government from interfering with their resupply of slaves prior to 1808 no matter how many votes there came to be, by 
decent and honorable Representatives, to duly restrict such an insidious traffic. Our popular historians present this concession to 
slavery, falsely, as if it were a 1787 declaration that as of 1808 the international trade in slaves was constitutionally declared to be 
outlawed. A built-in protection for slavery has been portrayed falsely in scholarly loose talk as an assault upon it. Yes, the federal 
congress did indeed in 1807 enact legislation making engaging in the international slave trade be a capital offense. However, we 
must take into account the fact that 1.) many slaveholders voted in favor of this new legislative approach, the fundamental economic 
motivation for this being that this legislation interfered with the international trade by others to the advantage of the national trade 
by themselves. This increased the value of the new crops of human property which they were themselves raising on their plantations, 
for sale within the nation. We must also take into account the fact that 2.) although the new legislation defined the offense as piracy, 
a capital offense calling for hanging, it also created a series of five loopholes through which almost anyone captured in the trade 
might expect always to escape unscathed. In other words, the hanging part of it was a straightforward sham. In fact between 1807 
and 1861 not a single culprit “pirate” would get hanged! In 1862 one such bold “pirate” would be hanged — exactly one such 
criminal in the entire history of this legislation — but if you examine this one case, you will see that what he would be hanged for 
in 1862 was the crime of pride, in that he had neglected to make available to himself any one of these five built-in loopholes.
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(Please note: in this assertion, the words “impossible” and “legally” entirely alter each other’s implications.) 

Although importation of slaves into the United States was banned by this act which Congress –becoming for 
the first time enabled to overcome the constitutional restriction– had passed in 1807, making slave import into 
a capital crime, some 250,000 additional enslaved persons would be illegally imported between this year and 
1860. Although nowadays we congratulate ourselves by paying extraordinary attention to the “success 
stories,” the sad fact is that the combined total of escapes (vanishingly few, mostly of unattached young males 
of the border states) and manumissions (vanishingly few) would come nowhere close to making a dent in such 
a rate of continuing “recruitment.”
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“There has never been a document of culture,
which is not simultaneously one of barbarism.”

— Walter Benjamin’s THESES ON THE
PHILOSOPHY OF HISTORY (1955)

»Es ist niemals ein Dokument der Kultur,
ohne zugleich ein solches der Barbarei zu sein.«

— THESEN ÜBER DEN BEGRIFF DER GESCHICHTE (1940)

Although this international slave trade had been made a capital crime, nobody would hang for such a crime 
for a long, long time. There were too many too carefully built-in escape clauses. In fact, only one unfortunate 
would ever be hanged, and the hood would not be pulled over the head of this slave importer until the Year of 
Our Lord 1862!

During this year the Reverend Absalom Jones would be proposing, to his African Episcopal congregation in 
Philadelphia, that all Americans should celebrate an annual holiday of Thanksgiving. This former slave would 
propose January 1st as the annual date of this Thanksgiving, it being the date on which the further importation 
of slaves into the US had at least ostensibly been made a federal capital crime. (Execute that turkey!) 

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal about electricity:

6th day 1st of 1st M 1808 / The year commences but poorly as to 
the inward condition of my mind. if there was but a living up 
to the light afforded, there would not be those secret 
condemnations which I allmost continually feel — This evening 
curiosity lead me to an house, to try the curious effect of 
electricity. I received Several Shocks for the first time in my 
life - Set a little while with my H the latter part of the 

THE MIDDLE PASSAGE
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evening -1297

BETWEEN ANY TWO MOMENTS ARE AN INFINITE NUMBER OF MOMENTS, 
AND BETWEEN THESE OTHER MOMENTS LIKEWISE AN INFINITE NUMBER, 
THERE BEING NO ATOMIC MOMENT JUST AS THERE IS NO ATOMIC POINT 
ALONG A LINE. MOMENTS ARE THEREFORE FIGMENTS. THE PRESENT 
MOMENT IS A MOMENT AND AS SUCH IS A FIGMENT, A FLIGHT OF THE 
IMAGINATION TO WHICH NOTHING REAL CORRESPONDS. SINCE PAST 
MOMENTS HAVE PASSED OUT OF EXISTENCE AND FUTURE MOMENTS 
HAVE YET TO ARRIVE, WE NOTE THAT THE PRESENT MOMENT IS ALL 

THAT EVER EXISTS — AND YET THE PRESENT MOMENT BEING A 
MOMENT IS A FIGMENT TO WHICH NOTHING IN REALITY CORRESPONDS.

 February 23, Tuesday: Count Remusat wrote to the director of the Opéra requesting that the name of Jan 
Ladislav Dussek be inscribed on the “liste des Entrées” (Dussek would not need to pay at the door).

The Senate of the United States received from the legislature of the state of Pennsylvania a proposal to amend 
the federal Constitution in such manner as to make it forever impossible for the federal legislature, or for any 
state legislature, to authorize importation of any more slaves. Although this resolution was read to the body, 
there would be no further mention of such a proposal.

1297. Stephen Wanton Gould Diary, 1807-1812: The Gould family papers are stored under control number 2033 at the Division of 
Rare and Manuscript Collections of Cornell University Library, Box 6 Folder 9 for July 24, 1807-April 30, 1809; also on microfilm, 
see Series 7

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
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“Agreeably to instructions from the legislature of the state of
Pennsylvania to their Senators in Congress, Mr. Maclay submitted
the following resolution, which was read for consideration: — 
“Resolved ..., That the Constitution of the United States be so
altered and amended, as to prevent the Congress of the United
States, and the legislatures of any state in the Union, from
authorizing the importation of slaves.” SENATE JOURNAL (reprint of
1821), 10th Congress, 1st session, IV. 235; ANNALS OF CONGRESS,
10th Congress, 1st session, page 134. For the full text of the
instructions, see AMERICAN STATE PAPERS, MISCELLANEOUS, I. 716.

Note that in this timeframe, the white people of the South had not yet become fixated upon the absolute value 
of their system of human enslavement. They were, in this timeframe, perfectly congenial to speculations that 
it might be an excellent idea to simply walk away from all this. Attitudes had not yet hardened; situations had 
not yet stickied.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: The attitude of the South toward the
slave-trade changed pari passu with this development of the cotton
trade. From 1808 to 1820 the South half wished to get rid of a
troublesome and abnormal institution, and yet saw no way to do
so. The fear of insurrection and of the further spread of the
disagreeable system led her to consent to the partial
prohibition of the trade by severe national enactments.
Nevertheless, she had in the matter no settled policy: she
refused to support vigorously the execution of the laws she had
helped to make, and at the same time she acknowledged the
theoretical necessity of these laws. After 1820, however, there
came a gradual change. The South found herself supplied with a
body of slave laborers, whose number had been augmented by large
illicit importations, with an abundance of rich land, and with
all other natural facilities for raising a crop which was in
large demand and peculiarly adapted to slave labor. The
increasing crop caused a new demand for slaves, and an
interstate slave-traffic arose between the Border and the Gulf
States, which turned the former into slave-breeding districts,
and bound them to the slave States by ties of strong economic
interest.
As the cotton crop continued to increase, this source of supply
became inadequate, especially as the theory of land and slave
consumption broke down former ethical and prudential bounds. It
was, for example, found cheaper to work a slave to death in a
few years, and buy a new one, than to care for him in sickness
and old age; so, too, it was easier to despoil rich, new land
in a few years of intensive culture, and move on to the
Southwest, than to fertilize and conserve the soil.1298

Consequently, there early came a demand for land and slaves
greater than the country could supply. The demand for land
showed itself in the annexation of Texas, the conquest of
Mexico, and the movement toward the acquisition of Cuba. The
demand for slaves was manifested in the illicit traffic that
noticeably increased about 1835, and reached large proportions
by 1860. It was also seen in a disposition to attack the

1298. Cf. United States census reports; and Olmsted, THE COTTON KINGDOM.
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government for stigmatizing the trade as criminal,1299 then in a
disinclination to take any measures which would have rendered
our repressive laws effective; and finally in such articulate
declarations by prominent men as this: “Experience having
settled the point, that this Trade cannot be abolished by the use of force,
and that blockading squadrons serve only to make it more
profitable and more cruel, I am surprised that the attempt is
persisted in, unless as it serves as a cloak to some other
purposes. It would be far better than it now is, for the African,
if the trade was free from all restrictions, and left to the
mitigation and decay which time and competition would surely
bring about.”1300

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

3rd day 23 of 2 M / Oh my instability & very great infermity, 
I have tried to get nearer the fountain of life, but for the 
want of more deep indwelling am yet very barran

 March 1, Tuesday: American slaver captains like La Coste of South Carolina, caught red-handed and 
convicted, were usually at the last moment the beneficiaries of “executive clemency” by the President of the 
United States. For instance, on this date President Thomas Jefferson, whose house slave Sally Hemings was 
six or seven months pregnant with his 5th child, pardoned Phillip M. Topham after a conviction for “carrying 
on an illegal slave-trade.” Go thou and sin some more: Mr. Topham’s “I’m so sorry I got caught” routine must 
have been of true eloquence, for this gentleman would benefit not once but twice from such clemency 
(PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, I. 146, 148-9).

The Emperor Napoléon created a new Imperial Nobility.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

3rd day 1 of 3rd M 1808 / It has been a day of deep seriousness 
of mind, a search has been made in the camp & alass Saith my 
soul, several things have been discovered that are very 
offensive, & as sense of my wicked heart hath so affected my 
mind that I can scarcely assume confidence to lift my heart in 
prayer to God for Strength to remove whatsoever is still 
retained that is an impediment to my religious progress —

1299. As early as 1836 Calhoun declared that he should ever regret that the term “piracy” had been applied to the slave-trade in our 
laws: Benton, ABRIDGMENT OF DEBATES, XII. 718.
1300. Governor J.H. Hammond of South Carolina, in LETTERS TO CLARKSON, No. 1, page 2.
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 MADISON
 This year marked a watershed in the manner in which the negrero slave ships originating in US ports handled 
their participation in the international slave trade. Evidently there was some sort of decision in the English 
prize appeal courts which had rendered the US negreros liable to capture and condemnation, and made it 
suddenly safer for them to take down the Stars and Bars and sail under some foreign flag such as that of Spain:

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: Undoubtedly, the Act of 1807 came very
near being a dead letter. The testimony supporting this view is
voluminous. It consists of presidential messages, reports of
cabinet officers, letters of collectors of revenue, letters of
district attorneys, reports of committees of Congress, reports
of naval commanders, statements made on the floor of Congress,
the testimony of eye-witnesses, and the complaints of home and
foreign anti-slavery societies.
“When I was young,” writes Mr. Fowler of Connecticut, “the
slave-trade was still carried on, by Connecticut shipmasters and
Merchant adventurers, for the supply of southern ports. This
trade was carried on by the consent of the Southern States, under
the provisions of the Federal Constitution, until 1808, and,
after that time, clandestinely. There was a good deal of
conversation on the subject, in private circles.” Other States
were said to be even more involved than Connecticut.1301 The
African Society of London estimated that, down to 1816, fifteen
of the sixty thousand slaves annually taken from Africa were
shipped by Americans. “Notwithstanding the prohibitory act of
America, which was passed in 1807, ships bearing the American
flag continued to trade for slaves until 1809, when, in
consequence of a decision in the English prize appeal courts,
which rendered American slave ships liable to capture and
condemnation, that flag suddenly disappeared from the coast. Its
place was almost instantaneously supplied by the Spanish flag,
which, with one or two exceptions, was now seen for the first
time on the African coast, engaged in covering the slave trade.
This sudden substitution of the Spanish for the American flag
seemed to confirm what was established in a variety of instances
by more direct testimony, that the slave trade, which now, for
the first time, assumed a Spanish dress, was in reality only the
trade of other nations in disguise.”1302

So notorious did the participation of Americans in the traffic
become, that President Madison informed Congress in his message,
December 5, 1810, that “it appears that American citizens are
instrumental in carrying on a traffic in enslaved Africans,
equally in violation of the laws of humanity, and in defiance
of those of their own country. The same just and benevolent
motives which produced the interdiction in force against this
criminal conduct, will doubtless be felt by Congress, in
devising further means of suppressing the evil.”1303 The

1809

1301. Fowler, HISTORICAL STATUS OF THE NEGRO IN CONNECTICUT, in LOCAL LAW, etc., pages 122, 126.
1302. HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress, 1st session, II. No. 92, page 32.
1303. HOUSE JOURNAL (reprinted 1826), 11th Congress, 3d session, VII. page 435.
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Secretary of the Navy wrote the same year to Charleston, South
Carolina: “I hear, not without great concern, that the law
prohibiting the importation of slaves has been violated in
frequent instances, near St. Mary’s.”1304 Testimony as to
violations of the law and suggestions for improving it also came
in from district attorneys.1305

The method of introducing Negroes was simple. A slave smuggler
says: “After resting a few days at St. Augustine, ... I agreed
to accompany Diego on a land trip through the United States,
where a kaffle of negroes was to precede us, for whose disposal
the shrewd Portuguese had already made arrangements with my
uncle’s consignees. I soon learned how readily, and at what
profits, the Florida negroes were sold into the neighboring
American States. The kaffle, under charge of negro drivers, was to
strike up the Escambia River, and thence cross the boundary into
Georgia, where some of our wild Africans were mixed with various
squads of native blacks, and driven inland, till sold off,
singly or by couples, on the road. At this period [1812], the
United States had declared the African slave trade illegal, and
passed stringent laws to prevent the importation of negroes; yet
the Spanish possessions were thriving on this inland exchange
of negroes and mulattoes; Florida was a sort of nursery for
slave-breeders, and many American citizens grew rich by
trafficking in Guinea negroes, and smuggling them continually,
in small parties, through the southern United States. At the
time I mention, the business was a lively one, owing to the war
then going on between the States and England, and the unsettled
condition of affairs on the border.”1306

The Spanish flag continued to cover American slave-traders. The
rapid rise of privateering during the war was not caused solely
by patriotic motives; for many armed ships fitted out in the
United States obtained a thin Spanish disguise at Havana, and
transported thousands of slaves to Brazil and the West Indies.
Sometimes all disguise was thrown aside, and the American flag
appeared on the slave coast, as in the cases of the “Paz,”1307

the “Rebecca,” the “Rosa”1308 (formerly the privateer “Commodore
Perry”), the “Dorset” of Baltimore,1309 and the “Saucy Jack.”1310

Governor McCarthy of Sierra Leone wrote, in 1817: “The slave
trade is carried on most vigorously by the Spaniards,
Portuguese, Americans and French. I have had it affirmed from
several quarters, and do believe it to be a fact, that there is
a greater number of vessels employed in that traffic than at any
former period.”1311

1304. HOUSE DOCUMENT, 15th Congress 2d session, IV. No. 84, page 5.
1305. See, e.g., HOUSE JOURNAL (reprinted 1826), 11 Congress 3 session, VII. page 575.
1306. Drake, REVELATIONS OF A SLAVE SMUGGLER, page 51. Parts of this narrative are highly colored and untrustworthy; this 
passage, however, has every earmark of truth, and is confirmed by many incidental allusions.
1307. For accounts of these slavers, see HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress 1st session, II. No. 92, pages 30-50. The Paz was an armed 
slaver flying the American flag.
1308. Said to be owned by an Englishman, but fitted in America and manned by Americans. It was eventually captured by HMS 
Bann, after a hard fight.
1309. Also called Spanish schooner Triumvirate, with American supercargo, Spanish captain, and American, French, Spanish, and 
English crew. It was finally captured by a British vessel.
1310. An American slaver of 1814, which was boarded by a British vessel. All the above cases, and many others, were proven before 
British courts.
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 July 29, Saturday: George Gordon, Lord Byron and Hobhouse arrived in Cadiz.

American slaver captains like La Coste of South Carolina, caught red-handed and convicted, were usually at 
the last moment the beneficiaries of “executive clemency” by the President of the United States. For instance, 
on this day our new President, James Madison, himself the proud owner of other human beings, pardoned the 
skippers of 15 vessels arriving at New Orleans from Cuba with 666 white persons and 683 negroes (in fact, as 
we can see by inspecting PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, I. 179, this President would remit each and every such 
penalty incurred, during his entire term in the office, under the Act of 1807). He must have been a truly 
compassionate man, for he never met a slaver he couldn’t sympathize with.

It appears that our President, although he could sympathize with the sinner, could not sympathize with the sin, 
for during this year he would appear before the federal Congress to challenge the Representatives and Senators 
thusly: “[I]t appears that American citizens are instrumental in carrying on a traffic in enslaved Africans, 
equally in violation of the laws of humanity, and in defiance of those of their own country. The same just and 
benevolent motives which produced the interdiction in force against this criminal conduct, will doubtless be 
felt by Congress, in devising further means of suppressing the evil.”1312

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

7th day 29 of 7 Mo // The Gun has announced the Setting Sun. 
Another day has gone, gone no more to be recall’d, & all who 
draw the breath of life are now a day nearer the silent grave - 
Awful consideration indeed, may I proffit by it, may I take 
warning from what I now feel.

—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

 November 8, Wednesday: American slaver captains like La Coste of South Carolina, caught red-handed and 
convicted, were usually at the last moment the beneficiaries of “executive clemency” by the President of the 
United States. For instance, on this date the fault of John Hopkins and Lewis Le Roy, who had imported an 
African as their slave, was forgiven by the tolerant pen of President James Madison (PARDONS AND 
REMISSIONS, I. 184-5).1313

George Gordon, Lord Byron and Hobhouse sailed in a Turkish vessel from Prevesa and came to anchor off the 
coast near Parga. They were caught in a storm and came close to being shipwrecked, but at the last moment 
their many sins were forgiven as they received the “executive clemency” of a compassionate Deity.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

4th day 8th of 11th M 1809// My mind is this morning in a sweet 
state of feeling, the life flows sweetly, & Oh that I may be 

1311. HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress 1st session, II. No. 92, page 51.
1312. HOUSE JOURNAL (reprinted 1826), 11th Congress, 3d session, VII. page 435.
1313. This President, we may here point out, may have himself owned human beings, but at least he was the 1st US President to 
regularly wear trousers.
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thankful for the favor —- Brother Ds son Wmm is no better —

—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY

HDT WHAT? INDEX
 February 12, Monday: Since Fort Bowyer was again attacked by the whole British force, as it retired from 
New Orleans, Captain Lawrence was forced to surrender it (the site of this old fort is now occupied by Fort 
Morgan). We can’t be too hard on him. –A guy’s gotta do what a guy’s gotta do, right?

America’s white captains of slaver vessels such as the La Coste of South Carolina, even when caught red-
handed and convicted, could expect at the last moment to be the beneficiaries of the “executive clemency” of 
the President of the United States of America. For instance, on this date William Sewall, convicted for 
importing slaves, was pardoned by President James Madison (PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, I. 194, 235, 240). 
We can’t be too hard on him, he’s a white man after all. –A white guy’s gotta do what a white guy’s gotta do, 
right?

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

2nd day 12 of 2nd M [February 1810]// Severe suffering with the 
tooth Ach & not courage to have it extracted, pain is very hard 
to bear, but after suffering is abated we better know how to 
appreciate our favors. —

—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

 December 5, Wednesday: President James Madison got up on a platform so he could be seen (he was shorter 
than our Senator Paul Wellstone) and addressed both houses of the federal Congress.

“Among the commercial abuses still committed under the American
flag, ... it appears that American citizens are instrumental in
carrying on a traffic in enslaved Africans, equally in violation
of the laws of humanity, and in defiance of those of their own
country. The same just and benevolent motives which produced the
interdiction in force against this criminal conduct, will
doubtless be felt by Congress, in devising further means of
suppressing the evil.” HOUSE JOURNAL (reprint of 1826), 11th
Congress, 3d session, VII. 435.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: Undoubtedly, the Act of 1807 came very
near being a dead letter. The testimony supporting this view is
voluminous. It consists of presidential messages, reports of
cabinet officers, letters of collectors of revenue, letters of
district attorneys, reports of committees of Congress, reports
of naval commanders, statements made on the floor of Congress,
the testimony of eye-witnesses, and the complaints of home and
foreign anti-slavery societies.
“When I was young,” writes Mr. Fowler of Connecticut, “the

1810
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slave-trade was still carried on, by Connecticut shipmasters and
Merchant adventurers, for the supply of southern ports. This
trade was carried on by the consent of the Southern States, under
the provisions of the Federal Constitution, until 1808, and,
after that time, clandestinely. There was a good deal of
conversation on the subject, in private circles.” Other States
were said to be even more involved than Connecticut.1314 The
African Society of London estimated that, down to 1816, fifteen
of the sixty thousand slaves annually taken from Africa were
shipped by Americans. “Notwithstanding the prohibitory act of
America, which was passed in 1807, ships bearing the American
flag continued to trade for slaves until 1809, when, in
consequence of a decision in the English prize appeal courts,
which rendered American slave ships liable to capture and
condemnation, that flag suddenly disappeared from the coast. Its
place was almost instantaneously supplied by the Spanish flag,
which, with one or two exceptions, was now seen for the first
time on the African coast, engaged in covering the slave trade.
This sudden substitution of the Spanish for the American flag
seemed to confirm what was established in a variety of instances
by more direct testimony, that the slave trade, which now, for
the first time, assumed a Spanish dress, was in reality only the
trade of other nations in disguise.”1315

So notorious did the participation of Americans in the traffic
become, that President Madison informed Congress in his message,
December 5, 1810, that “it appears that American citizens are
instrumental in carrying on a traffic in enslaved Africans,
equally in violation of the laws of humanity, and in defiance
of those of their own country. The same just and benevolent
motives which produced the interdiction in force against this
criminal conduct, will doubtless be felt by Congress, in
devising further means of suppressing the evil.”1316 The
Secretary of the Navy wrote the same year to Charleston, South
Carolina: “I hear, not without great concern, that the law
prohibiting the importation of slaves has been violated in
frequent instances, near St. Mary’s.”1317 Testimony as to
violations of the law and suggestions for improving it also came
in from district attorneys.1318

The method of introducing Negroes was simple. A slave smuggler
says: “After resting a few days at St. Augustine, ... I agreed
to accompany Diego on a land trip through the United States,
where a kaffle of negroes was to precede us, for whose disposal
the shrewd Portuguese had already made arrangements with my
uncle’s consignees. I soon learned how readily, and at what
profits, the Florida negroes were sold into the neighboring
American States. The kaffle, under charge of negro drivers, was to
strike up the Escambia River, and thence cross the boundary into
Georgia, where some of our wild Africans were mixed with various
squads of native blacks, and driven inland, till sold off,

1314. Fowler, HISTORICAL STATUS OF THE NEGRO IN CONNECTICUT, in LOCAL LAW, etc., pages 122, 126.
1315. HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress 1st session, II. No. 92, page 32.
1316. HOUSE JOURNAL (reprinted 1826), 11 Congress 3 session, VII. page 435.
1317. HOUSE DOCUMENT, 15th Congress 2d session, IV. No. 84, page 5.
1318. See, e.g., HOUSE JOURNAL (reprinted 1826), 11 Congress 3 session, VII. page 575.
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singly or by couples, on the road. At this period [1812], the
United States had declared the African slave trade illegal, and
passed stringent laws to prevent the importation of negroes; yet
the Spanish possessions were thriving on this inland exchange
of negroes and mulattoes; Florida was a sort of nursery for
slave-breeders, and many American citizens grew rich by
trafficking in Guinea negroes, and smuggling them continually,
in small parties, through the southern United States. At the
time I mention, the business was a lively one, owing to the war
then going on between the States and England, and the unsettled
condition of affairs on the border.”1319

The Spanish flag continued to cover American slave-traders. The
rapid rise of privateering during the war was not caused solely
by patriotic motives; for many armed ships fitted out in the
United States obtained a thin Spanish disguise at Havana, and
transported thousands of slaves to Brazil and the West Indies.
Sometimes all disguise was thrown aside, and the American flag
appeared on the slave coast, as in the cases of the “Paz,”1320

the “Rebecca,” the “Rosa”1321 (formerly the privateer “Commodore
Perry”), the “Dorset” of Baltimore,1322 and the “Saucy Jack.”1323

Governor McCarthy of Sierra Leone wrote, in 1817: “The slave
trade is carried on most vigorously by the Spaniards,
Portuguese, Americans and French. I have had it affirmed from
several quarters, and do believe it to be a fact, that there is
a greater number of vessels employed in that traffic than at any
former period.”1324

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

4th day 5th of 12 M // Pretty dilligently occupied at trade, in 
the evening wrote to my Aged friend Jos Bringhurst.-

—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

1319. Drake, REVELATIONS OF A SLAVE SMUGGLER, page 51. Parts of this narrative are highly colored and untrustworthy; this 
passage, however, has every earmark of truth, and is confirmed by many incidental allusions.
1320. For accounts of these slavers, see HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress 1st session, II. No. 92, pages 30-50. The “Paz” was an 
armed slaver flying the American flag.
1321. Said to be owned by an Englishman, but fitted in America and manned by Americans. It was eventually captured by H.M.S. 
“Bann,” after a hard fight.
1322. Also called Spanish schooner “Triumvirate,” with American supercargo, Spanish captain, and American, French, Spanish, 
and English crew. It was finally captured by a British vessel.
1323. An American slaver of 1814, which was boarded by a British vessel. All the above cases, and many others, were proven before 
British courts.
1324. HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress 1st session, II. No. 92, page 51.
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 The British Parliament made engaging in the international slave trade a felony punishable by transportation 
(exile to a penal colony) for all subjects, or foreigners caught trading in British possessions. Sugar prices would 
fall sharply through this year. Britain would assume most of the responsibility for interdicting the transatlantic 
slave trade, partly in order to protect its sugar colonies. The British navy’s attempts at interdiction of the 
international traffic in such a valuable commodity as human slaves would, unfortunately, prove to be as utterly 
ineffective as has been our national “War on Drugs.” Spain’s revolutionary Cortes debated abolition 
and received Cuban objections. Java was captured by the British and the slave trade to that island was ended.

 January 15, Tuesday: Abby Kelley (Abigail = “Father’s Joy”) was born in a farming family of Pelham, 
Massachusetts. The family would relocate to Worcester during this year. Her mother was a birthright Quaker, 
considered “the strictest of Orthodox Friends.”

In a secret session of the US Congress, the federal government determined to annex Spanish East Florida by 
entering into a Secret Act and Joint Resolution “against the Amelia Island smugglers on the Atlantic coast of 
Florida” (STATUTES AT LARGE, III. 471 ff).1325

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

3rd day 15th of 1 Mo// Recd a very acceptable letter from my 
Aged friend Joseph Bringhurst of Wilmington (Del) dated 12 M 10 
1811 which was as a pleasant Brook by the way — Sister R set the 
eveng & lodged with us

—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

 February 26, Tuesday: Mary Caroline Emerson was born in Boston, a daughter of the Reverend William 
Emerson, Jr. with Ruth Haskins Emerson (she would live only four years).

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

3rd day 26th of 2 Mo// John Price a late Slave Trade was this 
afternoon committed to the grave, he died the day before 
yesterday - far very far be it from me to judge the poor man, 
but I think I may hazard the desire that the sin which he 
committed in the traffic in human flesh has gone before hand to 
judgement - He died of the peripnumony. [difficulty breathing?] 
I have heard nothing of the state of his mind during his illness. 

—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

1811

1325. Amelia Island is on the Atlantic coast of Florida, at the point at which the peninsula of Florida joins with the mainland of the 
continent.
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 According to a document that happens to have survived the ravages of time, Nicholas Peck (1762-1847) of 
Bristol, Rhode Island instructed a ship captain to trade for slaves at the mouth of the Gallinus River, at Cape 
Mount, and along the Gold Coast of Africa, and then convey the people he had purchased to Trinidad for sale 
there. (According to a letter from George F. Usher to Nicholas Peck dated January 31, 1821, a “smuggled 
cargo” had just been put ashore in Martinique, and this cargo being referred to might very well have been illicit 
new slaves from Africa — even as late as 1821 that sordid business was still going on, we know, and even as 
late as 1821, some Rhode Islanders still had their hands dirty!)

 May 5, Tuesday: Ludwig II replaced August Christian Friedrich as Duke of Anhalt-Köthen.

Dies Haus was zu verkaufen, a singspiel by Johann Nepomuk Hummel to words of Klebe after Duval, was 
performed for the initial time, at the Leopoldstadt Theater, Vienna.

American slaver captains like La Coste of South Carolina, caught red-handed and convicted, were usually at 
the last moment the beneficiaries of “executive clemency” by the President of the United States. For instance, 
on this date William Babbit, convicted for importing slaves, was pardoned by President James Madison, 
himself a slavemaster (PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, I. 248).

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

3rd day 5 of 5 Mo// Many friends have been in town from 
Portsmouth intending with others to go to Greenwich to attend 
the Quarterly Meeting, but the wind has been so exceedingly high 
from the North West that the attempt would be very hazardous. 
They had been detained all Day & their getting up tomorrow is 
doubtful. —

————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

1812
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 Sweden renounced its participation in the international slave trade.

 Although Connecticut had long before passed a law abolishing slavery, and although that law had specified 
that newborns would be free and all others were to be manumitted when they reached the age of 25 –or by this 
year of 1813 at the latest– and although this might indicate to some unwary readers that slavery would have 
ended in Connecticut effectively at the very least by this point in time, indicating that when the captives of the 
La Amistad arrived in that state’s prison system as pawns in the international slave trade, they would be 
arriving in a state that knew nothing of human slavery — such an appreciation would unfortunately be entirely 
inaccurate. In fact Connecticut’s “gradualistic approach” to the elimination of human enslavement would 
never emancipate any enslaved females who had been over 21 years of age at the time of the law’s passage, or 
any enslaved males who had been over 25! Thus there still would remain according to the US Census, even as 
late as 1840, a small number of slaves in Connecticut. This state actually would not be clear of slavery until 
death would come to the last of its slaves — “free at last” in the Year of Our Lord 1848!

(The discerning reader will note the use of exclamation points above, indicating amazement.)

“It is simply crazy that there should ever have come 
into being a world with such a sin in it, in which a man 
is set apart because of his color — the superficial fact 
about a human being. Who could want such a world? For 
an American fighting for his love of country, that the 
last hope of earth should from its beginning have 
swallowed slavery, is an irony so withering, a justice 
so intimate in its rebuke of pride, as to measure only 
with God.”

— Stanley Cavell, MUST WE MEAN WHAT WE SAY?
 1976, page 141
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Date Slave-trade Abolished by

1802 Denmark

1807 Great Britain; United States

1813 Sweden

1814 Netherlands

1815 Portugal (north of the equator)

1817 Spain (north of the equator)

1818 France

1820 Spain

1829 Brazil (?)

1830 Portugal
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LIFE IS LIVED FORWARD BUT UNDERSTOOD BACKWARD?
— NO, THAT’S GIVING TOO MUCH TO THE HISTORIAN’S STORIES. 

LIFE ISN’T TO BE UNDERSTOOD EITHER FORWARD OR BACKWARD.
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 The Congress of Vienna opened. St. Lucia became a British crown colony. Guadeloupe and Martinique were 
returned to France. Abolitionists prepared to lobby that body as sugar prices reached record highs. What was 
going on? The treaty of Paris had restored the French slave trade for five years and a mass petition had ensued 
in England and the British government had begun a strong diplomatic push for total international abolition. 
The Dutch renounced participation in the international slave trade before their colonies were restored. The 
French agreed to a restriction of the slave-trade coast. 

According to HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress, 1st session II (No. 92, page 46) and to HOUSE REPORTS, 21st 
Congress, 1st session III (No. 348, page 147), the negrero Saucy Jack, while carrying off slaves from Africa, 
attacked a British cruiser.

 May 31, Tuesday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

3rd day 31 of 5 M 1814 / This has been a day of Calamity, & 
depressing to every mind that abhors War. — Late last evening 
an Alarm was beat & reported that the British Brig Nimrod was 
beating up the west Passage after a Vessel under Sweedish 
colours - The Malitia went down to Gardiners beach where they 
staid all night & in the Morng at About 9 OClock the Nimrod came 
up to the Sweedish Vessel laying at Anchor & fired an abundance 
of 32 / & grape Shot Sent her Barge & set fire to the Vessel the 
Militia went off to her to extinguish the fire & in coming from 
her with Some of her crew a thirty two pound shot struck the 
Boat Killed a young Man belonging to Middletown by the name of 
John Smith & dangerously wounded another belonging to this town 
by the name of Isaac Bassett. — This is the first time I ever 
heard the sound of Killing Guns. it was Awful indeed, but Alass 
what is the human mind capapble of vast numbers went down as 
spectators & viewed the horid scene with composure, & many made 
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Date Slave-trade Abolished by

1802 Denmark

1807 Great Britain; United States

1813 Sweden

1814 Netherlands

1815 Portugal (north of the equator)

1817 Spain (north of the equator)

1818 France

1820 Spain

1829 Brazil (?)

1830 Portugal
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quite a buisness to run round & pick up the Bullets to bring to 
town to sell which I am told brought $1 a piece.

The independence of the City of Hamburg was restored for a 2d time.

The First Treaty of Paris was signed by Great Britain, Austria, Prussia, Russia, Spain, Portugal, Sweden, and 
France, returning the French boundaries to those of January 1, 1792 and restoring the Bourbon dynasty. France 
renounced all claim to the Netherlands, Belgium, Germany, Italy, and Switzerland. Tobago, Saint Lucia, and 
Ile de France were ceded to Britain. Santo Domingo was granted to Spain. Austrian rule was reestablished in 
Istria. The 12-year dispute over the possession of Malta ended in favor of Great Britain, by its becoming a 
crown colony. A clause called for the independence of the German states and their union in a federation, but 
that particular clause was held as a secret. It was agreed to hold a Congress in Vienna starting October 1st.

Effective immediately, this treaty prohibited the introduction of slaves into French colonies by foreigners. 
The treaty specified that as of June 1, 1819, the international slave trade would also be interdicted absolutely 
even to the French themselves. France and Great Britain agreed to endeavor to induce the approaching 
Congress at Vienna “to decree the abolition of the Slave Trade, so that the said Trade shall cease universally, 
as it shall cease definitively, under any circumstances, on the part of the French Government, in the course of 
5 years; and that during the said period no Slave Merchant shall import or sell Slaves, except in the Colonies 
of the State of which he is a Subject.” Castlereagh wrote to Austria, Russia, and Prussia in hope “that the 
Powers of Europe, when restoring Peace to Europe, with one common interest, will crown this great work by 
interposing their benign offices in favour of those Regions of the Globe, which yet continue to be desolated 
by this unnatural and inhuman traffic.”

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: During the peace negotiations between
the United States and Great Britain in 1783, it was proposed by
Jay, in June, that there be a proviso inserted as follows:
“Provided that the subjects of his Britannic Majesty shall not
have any right or claim under the convention, to carry or import,
into the said States any slaves from any part of the world; it
being the intention of the said States entirely to prohibit the
importation thereof.”1326 Fox promptly replied: “If that be their
policy, it never can be competent to us to dispute with them
their own regulations.”1327 No mention of this was, however, made
in the final treaty, probably because it was thought
unnecessary.
In the proposed treaty of 1806, signed at London December 31,
Article 24 provided that “The high contracting parties engage
to communicate to each other, without delay, all such laws as
have been or shall be hereafter enacted by their respective
Legislatures, as also all measures which shall have been taken
for the abolition or limitation of the African slave trade; and
they further agree to use their best endeavors to procure the
co-operation of other Powers for the final and complete
abolition of a trade so repugnant to the principles of justice
and humanity.”1328

This marks the beginning of a long series of treaties between
1326. Sparks, DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENCE, X. 154.
1327. Fox to Hartley, June 10, 1783, as quoted in Bancroft, HISTORY OF THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES, I. 61. Cf. 
Sparks, DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENCE, X. 154, June 1783.
1328. AMERICAN STATE PAPERS, FOREIGN, III, page 151.

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY

HDT WHAT? INDEX
England and other powers looking toward the prohibition of the
traffic by international agreement. During the years 1810-1814
she signed treaties relating to the subject with Portugal,
Denmark, and Sweden.1329 May 30, 1814, an additional article to
the Treaty of Paris, between France and Great Britain, engaged
these powers to endeavor to induce the approaching Congress at
Vienna “to decree the abolition of the Slave Trade, so that the
said Trade shall cease universally, as it shall cease
definitively, under any circumstances, on the part of the French
Government, in the course of 5 years; and that during the said
period no Slave Merchant shall import or sell Slaves, except in
the Colonies of the State of which he is a Subject.”1330 In
addition to this, the next day a circular letter was despatched
by Castlereagh to Austria, Russia, and Prussia, expressing the
hope “that the Powers of Europe, when restoring Peace to Europe,
with one common interest, will crown this great work by
interposing their benign offices in favour of those Regions of
the Globe, which yet continue to be desolated by this unnatural
and inhuman traffic.”1331 Meantime additional treaties were
secured: in 1814 by royal decree Netherlands agreed to abolish
the trade;1332 Spain was induced by her necessities to restrain
her trade to her own colonies, and to endeavor to prevent the
fraudulent use of her flag by foreigners;1333 and in 1815
Portugal agreed to abolish the slave-trade north of the
equator.1334

 November: The Congress of Vienna acknowledged the principle that the international slave trade should be 
abolished as soon as possible but left the determine of the time limits to separate negotiations between the 
Powers.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: At the Congress of Vienna, which
assembled late in 1814, Castlereagh was indefatigable in his
endeavors to secure the abolition of the trade. France and
Spain, however, refused to yield farther than they had already
done, and the other powers hesitated to go to the lengths he
recommended. Nevertheless, he secured the institution of annual
conferences on the matter, and a declaration by the Congress
strongly condemning the trade and declaring that “the public
voice in all civilized countries was raised to demand its
suppression as soon as possible,” and that, while the definitive
period of termination would be left to subsequent negotiation,
the sovereigns would not consider their work done until the
trade was entirely suppressed.1335

In the Treaty of Ghent, between Great Britain and the United
States, ratified February 17, 1815, Article 10, proposed by

1329. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1815-6, pages 886, 937 (quotation).
1330. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1815-6, pages 890-1.
1331. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1815-6, page 887. Russia, Austria, and Prussia returned favorable replies: BRITISH 
AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1815-6, pages 887-8.
1332. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1815-6, page 889.
1333. She desired a loan, which England made on this condition: BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1815-6, pages 921-2.
1334. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1815-6, pages 937-9. Certain financial arrangements secured this concession.
1335. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1815-6, pages 939-75
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Great Britain, declared that, “Whereas the traffic in slaves is
irreconcilable with the principles of humanity and justice,” the
two countries agreed to use their best endeavors in abolishing
the trade.1336 The final overthrow of Napoleon was marked by a
second declaration of the powers, who, “desiring to give effect
to the measures on which they deliberated at the Congress of
Vienna, relative to the complete and universal abolition of the
Slave Trade, and having, each in their respective Dominions,
prohibited without restriction their Colonies and Subjects from
taking any part whatever in this Traffic, engage to renew
conjointly their efforts, with the view of securing final
success to those principles which they proclaimed in the
Declaration of the 4th February, 1815, and of concerting,
without loss of time, through their Ministers at the Courts of
London and of Paris, the most effectual measures for the entire
and definitive abolition of a Commerce so odious, and so
strongly condemned by the laws of religion and of nature.”1337

Treaties further restricting the trade continued to be made by
Great Britain: Spain abolished the trade north of the equator
in 1817,1338 and promised entire abolition in 1820; Spain,
Portugal, and Holland also granted a mutual limited Right of
Search to England, and joined in establishing mixed courts.1339

The effort, however, to secure a general declaration of the
powers urging, if not compelling, the abolition of the trade in
1820, as well as the attempt to secure a qualified international
Right of Visit, failed, although both propositions were strongly
urged by England at the Conference of 1818.1340

 December 24, Saturday: George Gordon, Lord Byron and Hobhouse left London.

In Stockholm, Muzio Clementi was elected to the Royal Academy of Music.

A convention of New England states, meeting at the State House in Hartford, Connecticut, called for changes 
in defense and federal taxation and issued its list of proposed constitutional amendments.

The territorial government in Kaskaskia (Illinois) authorized a prize of $50 for any “Indian” scalp, or any 
captured female or child “Indian.”

American sailors being held in the prison complex on the Devonshire moor near Plymouth, England received 
their long-awaited Christmas present when John Quincy Adams, James Asheton Bayard, Henry Clay, Jonathan 
Russell, and Albert Gallatin as commissioners on the part of the United States of America set their signatures 

1336. AMERICAN STATE PAPERS, FOREIGN, III. No. 271, pages 735-48; U.S. TREATIES AND CONVENTIONS (edition of 1889), page 
405.
1337. This was inserted in the Treaty of Paris, November 20, 1815: BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1815-6, page 292.
1338. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1816-7, pages 33-74 (English version, 1823-4, page 702 ff.).
1339. Cf. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1817-8, page 125 ff.
1340. This was the first meeting of the London ministers of the powers according to agreement; they assembled December 4, 1817, 
and finally called a meeting of plenipotentiaries on the question of suppression at Aix-la-Chapelle, beginning October 24, 1818. 
Among those present were Metternich, Richelieu, Wellington, Castlereagh, Hardenberg, Bernstorff, Nesselrode, and Capodistrias. 
Castlereagh made two propositions: 1. That the five powers join in urging Portugal and Brazil to abolish the trade May 20, 1820; 2. 
That the powers adopt the principle of a mutual qualified Right of Search. Cf. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1818-9, pages 
21-88; AMERICAN STATE PAPERS, FOREIGN, V. No. 346, pages 113-122.
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CRIMPING

to a Treaty of Ghent officiously terminating the War of 1812. Almost all territory was returned status quo ante, 
with other issues being either put off or ignored — but as it would turn out, the free enterprise USA would be 
in no great hurry to send ships to repatriate any such low-income, low-status naval laborers. They were 
definitely worthy enough to serve as a pretense for the war, as a “cause” — but definitely not worthy enough 
actually to be worth the bother of arranging such personal assistance.

(Among the prisoners to be eventually freed was Uriah Phillips Levy. Upon his return to the United States, he 
would become second master aboard the USS Franklin, a 74-gun ship of the line, flagship to the Pacific 
Squadron of the US Navy.)

It was agreed by all that if there had been anything that the war had been about, definitely it had not been about 
freedom for any former slaves, who were immediately to be remanded to their bondage:

Adams, one of the American commissioners who had negotiated this agreement, had pretended to commit the 
United States “to use their best endeavors” to assist the British fleet in bringing the Atlantic slave trade to an 
end.

All ... possessions whatsoever taken by either party from the
other during the war ... shall be restored without delay and
without causing any destruction or carrying away any ... Slaves
or other private property....
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Actually this international slave trade would be expanding as the clipper ships built in the shipbuilding yards 
of Baltimore and of Rhode Island would become able to outdistance the ponderous British men-of-war on 
guard off the coast of Africa, to deliver their cargoes of slaves to ports in the New World. As secretary of state 
and as president, Adams would have something of greater moment on his mind. He would consistently oppose 
any British search of these American slave vessels as a violation of the vital principle of freedom of the seas. 
When asked in 1824 by the British minister to Washington if he could think of a greater evil than the slave 
trade, he would reply that there was indeed a greater evil of which he could think, for to grant that right of 
search on the high seas would be to “make slaves of ourselves” — and that would be an even greater evil than 
continuation of the trade in black slaves.1341

Two White Men Shaking Hands

LA AMISTAD
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His father John Adams evaluated the proceedings:

The British forces had, during the 17 months that they held Fort Niagara, made a number of improvements and 
repairs to the position. The terms and conditions of the Treaty of Ghent between the United States of America 
and Great Britain now called for a return to the “status quo ante bellum” — and so these troops were going to 
need to march away from their conquest.

1341. Remember that in 1783 John Quincy Adams had visited the British Museum in London to view the seal of his ancestor Saer 
de Quincy upon the original parchment of the Magna Carta. He would come to consider his representing the blacks of the La 
Amistad as of the greatest importance only because the Amistad had been seized by the USS Washington without warrant, in a 
“gross violation” by the US government of a principle underlying this foundational document which his eponymous ancestor had 
helped to create. In other words, he wasn’t defending the black defendants at all, but was defending instead the historical 
significance of his alleged white ancestor Saer de Quincy.

Nothing was adjusted, nothing was settled, nothing of substance
but an indefinite suspension of hostilities was agreed to.

THE TREATY OF GHENT
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 In France, after a loud boom, a stone fell out of the open sky. That presumably didn’t have anything to do with 
what was happening here on this planet of ours. But, on the ground, Louis XVIII was being restored to the 
throne. When Napoléon Bonaparte left Elba and landed in France in March, Louis XVIII fled and “The 
Hundred Days” began. Britain secured a declaration against the international slave trade at the Congress of 
Vienna. Sugar prices continued high. The slave trade to Cuba began to rise sharply. Austria, Britain, Prussia 
and Russia formed a new alliance. 

Wellington and Blucher would defeat Napoleon Bonaparte at Waterloo on June 18th — an event which would 
give rise to any number of sets of chesspieces.

(Carl Phillip Gottfried von Clausewitz, who it would seem knew a whole lot about war, fought in the Waterloo 
campaign as chief of staff to General Thielmann’s IIId Prussian army corps.)

1815
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(Napoleon would for the 2nd time abdicate, and would this time be banished not to Sardinia but, by John 
Barrow as 2d Secretary to the Admiralty, to the island of St. Helena in the South Atlantic.)
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Louis XVIII returned to Paris. Marshall Ney was executed for aiding Napoleon at Waterloo. Prince Klemens 
von Metternich, who would dominate Austrian politics until 1848, represented his country at Vienna, and the 
Congress of Vienna decided the map of Europe (the German Confederation was formed, and the Swiss 
Confederation was reestablished and its territory expanded). Walter Scott visited the battlefield of Waterloo, 
meeting Wellington, Blucher, and other famous generals, and got himself publicly kissed on both cheeks by 
the commander of the Cossack contingent. When he would entertain French prisoners-of-war from Selkirk at 
Abbotsford he would ask for their reminisces about Napoleon Bonaparte. (This would help him in his 9-
volume LIFE OF NAPOLEON, to be issued in 1827.)

WHAT I’M WRITING IS TRUE BUT NEVER MIND

YOU CAN ALWAYS LIE TO YOURSELF

 January: The schooner St. Helena arrived from England for use by the East India Company’s government of 
St. Helena.

Portugal accepted £750,000 to restrict the international slave trade conducted by its subjects to Brazil and other 
points south of the equator, effective immediately — and a complete ban on the slave trade to take effect as of 
January 21, 1823.

Date Slave-trade Abolished by

1802 Denmark

1807 Great Britain; United States

1813 Sweden

1814 Netherlands

1815 Portugal (north of the equator)

1817 Spain (north of the equator)

1818 France
xxxxxxxxxx “Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project
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W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: During the peace negotiations between
the United States and Great Britain in 1783, it was proposed by
Jay, in June, that there be a proviso inserted as follows:
“Provided that the subjects of his Britannic Majesty shall not
have any right or claim under the convention, to carry or import,
into the said States any slaves from any part of the world; it
being the intention of the said States entirely to prohibit the
importation thereof.”1342 Fox promptly replied: “If that be their
policy, it never can be competent to us to dispute with them
their own regulations.”1343 No mention of this was, however, made
in the final treaty, probably because it was thought
unnecessary.
In the proposed treaty of 1806, signed at London December 31,
Article 24 provided that “The high contracting parties engage
to communicate to each other, without delay, all such laws as
have been or shall be hereafter enacted by their respective
Legislatures, as also all measures which shall have been taken
for the abolition or limitation of the African slave trade; and
they further agree to use their best endeavors to procure the
co-operation of other Powers for the final and complete
abolition of a trade so repugnant to the principles of justice
and humanity.”1344

This marks the beginning of a long series of treaties between
England and other powers looking toward the prohibition of the
traffic by international agreement. During the years 1810-1814
she signed treaties relating to the subject with Portugal,
Denmark, and Sweden.1345 May 30, 1814, an additional article to
the Treaty of Paris, between France and Great Britain, engaged
these powers to endeavor to induce the approaching Congress at
Vienna “to decree the abolition of the Slave Trade, so that the
said Trade shall cease universally, as it shall cease
definitively, under any circumstances, on the part of the French
Government, in the course of 5 years; and that during the said
period no Slave Merchant shall import or sell Slaves, except in
the Colonies of the State of which he is a Subject.”1346 In
addition to this, the next day a circular letter was despatched
by Castlereagh to Austria, Russia, and Prussia, expressing the
hope “that the Powers of Europe, when restoring Peace to Europe,
with one common interest, will crown this great work by
interposing their benign offices in favour of those Regions of
the Globe, which yet continue to be desolated by this unnatural
and inhuman traffic.”1347 Meantime additional treaties were

1820 Spain

1829 Brazil (?)

1830 Portugal

1342. Sparks, DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENCE, X. 154.
1343. Fox to Hartley, June 10, 1783, as quoted in Bancroft, HISTORY OF THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES, I. 61. Cf. 
Sparks, DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENCE, X. 154, June 1783.
1344. AMERICAN STATE PAPERS, FOREIGN, III, page 151.
1345. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1815-6, pages 886, 937 (quotation).
1346. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1815-6, pages 890-1.
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secured: in 1814 by royal decree Netherlands agreed to abolish
the trade;1348 Spain was induced by her necessities to restrain
her trade to her own colonies, and to endeavor to prevent the
fraudulent use of her flag by foreigners;1349 and in 1815
Portugal agreed to abolish the slave-trade north of the
equator.1350

 January 16, Monday: At a meeting of the 8 signatories of the Treaty of Paris in Vienna, Great Britain proposed 
an end to the international slave trade.

When the British 22-gun sloop of war HMS Sylph was wrecked during this night at position #12 off the 
southern shore of Long Island, it was possible to rescue only 6 of the 121 aboard.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

2nd day 16th of 1st M 1815 / I have today met with the Following 
Obituary notice in the NYork Commercial Advertiser of the 10th 
inst “Smitten friends
“Are Angels sent on errands full of love
“For us they languish
“And for us they die young
Death has impressed another awful lesson upon those who glory 
in the transitory enjoyments of life. - He has deprived this 
city of a valuable & worthy citizen & has bereaved the Society 
of Friends of a Member, who tho’ in the prime of life has long 
stood forth, an Able advocate in the cause of universal 
righteousness, & whose life adorned the doctrines he prophessed. 
Matthew Franklin, a distinguished minister in that Society 
expired last evening about half past seven. The circumstances 
of his death are Solemn and impressive. In usual health he 
attended the meeting in Pearl Street to which he belonged on the 
preceeding morning, and, after an interval of Silence, he rose 
& repeated the following emphatic declaration of the apostle 
James; “Pure religion & undefiled before God the Father, is 
this, to visit the fatherless and widows in their afflicition.” 

1347. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1815-6, page 887. Russia, Austria, and Prussia returned favorable replies: BRITISH 
AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1815-6, pages 887-8.
1348. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1815-6, page 889.
1349. She desired a loan, which England made on this condition: BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1815-6, pages 921-2.
1350. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1815-6, pages 937-9. Certain financial arrangements secured this concession.
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On this point of the text he enlarged very instructively 
illustrating the nature of the duties, to which the apostle 
alluded, and exhorted the audience to the exercise of christian 
benevolence with much of that feeling & pathos, for which his 
discourses have latterly been remarkable. —
But Oh! it was enough! While this pleading with a countenance 
suffused with earnestness & affection the cause of the indigent 
& friendless, a Mandate from the councils of eternal wisdom 
arrested him in the commencement of a sentence, and instantly 
closed his mental powers in utter oblivion to the woes & 
sufferings of his fellow creatures. He suddenly applied his hand 
to his head, slowly took his seat, rose up, & feebly with the 
assistance of others walked out; was conveyed home & without 
uttering a Sentence fell into a State of Apoplectic 
insensibility in which he languished until released without a 
struggle, from the last tie of his mortal nature.
Numerous are the eyes that will overflow at this event, for he 
was tenderly beloved by every class of his friends. The poor 
will lament their loss for many were they upon whom his private 
charities, like the refreshing dews of the night upon the 
parched soil, shed relief & gladness. As an active Governor of 
the NYork Hospital; as a Trustee of the Free School; as a Member 
of other important associations; as a correct & upright 
Merchant, his loss will be long & deeply regretted. Oh his social 
qualities & his eminent worth as a Minister of the Gospel, it 
becomes us here to be silent: we cannot do justice to a theme 
so affecting. “He mourns the dead who lives as they desire.”

 January 22, Sunday: Great Britain and Portugal signed a treaty in regard to the international slave trade. In 
return for British cancellation of a £600,000 debt owed by Portugal, no subject of Portugal would ever 
purchase any slave along the coast of Africa north of the equator.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

—1st day Rose early & took breakfast which was very kindly 
prepared for us by Elizabeth & Alice - we then rode down into 
New town on the buisness we went on - then went to Meeting which 
was Silent - After Meeting we had an oppertunity with David 
Sherman — his case is to me a very trying one — We dined at John 
Bordens after which we rode to George Halls to invesitage Davids 
case a little further where D Williams left me & went on towards 
Westport - I returning home stoped a few minutes at Saml 
Thurstons & from thence to Richd Mitchells & took tea & from 
thence rode home — before dark. —
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 February 8, Wednesday: The Five Powers in Vienna finally came to agreement in regard to Saxony and 
Poland. Also, the eight signatories of the Treaty of Paris signed a statement on the international slave trade, 
unanimously concurring that it was immoral (dedicating themselves to its eradication, they could of course 
arrive at no agreement on any enforcement provision — just because something is immoral does not mean that 
anything ought to be done about it because this is, after all, an imperfect world in which the wise people do 
understand that “the best is ever the enemy of the good”).

British forces from Louisiana captured Mobile in the Mississippi Territory.

Caleb C. Billings (presumably “Junior” or “II”: the 1st infant so named would survive but five months, dying 
on July 4th) was born to Caleb Callender Billings and Nancy Thoreau Billings.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

4 day 8th of 2 M 1815 / A Day of exercise of mind a proposition 
by our fr D Buffum made today occasioned (with some other 
circumstances relative to Society) much serious reflection this 
evening. — The proposal was to stand in the capasity of Overseer 
- which I am very unwilling to consent to, from a concious belief 
that I can be more useful out of the appointment than in it. —

 February 17, Friday: In support of homeland agriculture, a Corn Bill was introduced into the House of 
Commons to restrict import of foreign grain. This would enhance the nation’s security but raise the price 
of bread.

The federal Congress proposed that the United States of America borrow the sum of $18,400,000, by creating 
an issue of treasury notes in the amount of $25,000,000. A portion of these treasury notes, issued in sums under 
$100, would be payable to bearer, and would serve as a currency. Treasury notes over $100 were to bear 
interest at 5 2/5%, making a cent and a half a day on each $100. Both were to be receivable for all public dues 
and were to be transferable at option, those bearing interest in 6% bonds and those without interest in 7% 
bonds.

The ratification of the treaty of Ghent that had been signed the previous December 24th ended the War of 1812 
between England and the USA. By its provisions all conquered territory was to be mutually restored, and three 
commissions were to be appointed: the first to settle the title to the islands of Passarnaquoddy Bay; the second 
to settle the northeastern boundary as far as the St. Lawrence; and the third to, run the line through the St. 
Lawrence and the lakes to the Lake of the Woods. In case of disagreement, the point in dispute was to be 
referred to some friendly power. Hostilities on land were to terminate with the ratification of the treaty, and on 
sea in certain specified times, according to the distance, the longest time being four months. The treaty 
provided against the carrying away by the British of “any negroes or other property.” Both parties agreed to 
use their best endeavors for the suppression of the slave-trade.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: At the Congress of Vienna, which
assembled late in 1814, Castlereagh was indefatigable in his
endeavors to secure the abolition of the trade. France and
Spain, however, refused to yield farther than they had already
done, and the other powers hesitated to go to the lengths he
recommended. Nevertheless, he secured the institution of annual
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conferences on the matter, and a declaration by the Congress
strongly condemning the trade and declaring that “the public
voice in all civilized countries was raised to demand its
suppression as soon as possible,” and that, while the definitive
period of termination would be left to subsequent negotiation,
the sovereigns would not consider their work done until the
trade was entirely suppressed.1351

In the Treaty of Ghent, between Great Britain and the United
States, ratified February 17, 1815, Article 10, proposed by
Great Britain, declared that, “Whereas the traffic in slaves is
irreconcilable with the principles of humanity and justice,” the
two countries agreed to use their best endeavors in abolishing
the trade.1352 The final overthrow of Napoleon was marked by a
second declaration of the powers, who, “desiring to give effect
to the measures on which they deliberated at the Congress of
Vienna, relative to the complete and universal abolition of the
Slave Trade, and having, each in their respective Dominions,
prohibited without restriction their Colonies and Subjects from
taking any part whatever in this Traffic, engage to renew
conjointly their efforts, with the view of securing final
success to those principles which they proclaimed in the
Declaration of the 4th February, 1815, and of concerting,
without loss of time, through their Ministers at the Courts of
London and of Paris, the most effectual measures for the entire
and definitive abolition of a Commerce so odious, and so
strongly condemned by the laws of religion and of nature.”1353

Treaties further restricting the trade continued to be made by
Great Britain: Spain abolished the trade north of the equator
in 1817,1354 and promised entire abolition in 1820; Spain,
Portugal, and Holland also granted a mutual limited Right of
Search to England, and joined in establishing mixed courts.1355

The effort, however, to secure a general declaration of the
powers urging, if not compelling, the abolition of the trade in
1820, as well as the attempt to secure a qualified international
Right of Visit, failed, although both propositions were strongly
urged by England at the Conference of 1818.1356

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

6th day 17th of 2nd M 1815 / Our friends J Chase & D Brayton go 
on their visits to families I attended them to Wm Leer Jos 
Williams & Alice Wyatts - then R Mitchell took my place & went 
with them thro’ the Day - they took tea with us & in the evening 

1351. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1815-6, pages 939-75
1352. AMERICAN STATE PAPERS, FOREIGN, III. No. 271, pages 735-48; U.S. TREATIES AND CONVENTIONS (edition of 1889), page 
405.
1353. This was inserted in the Treaty of Paris, November 20, 1815: BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1815-6, page 292.
1354. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1816-7, pages 33-74 (English version, 1823-4, page 702 ff.).
1355. Cf. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1817-8, page 125 ff.
1356. This was the first meeting of the London ministers of the powers according to agreement; they assembled December 4, 1817, 
and finally called a meeting of plenipotentiaries on the question of suppression at Aix-la-Chapelle, beginning October 24, 1818. 
Among those present were Metternich, Richelieu, Wellington, Castlereagh, Hardenberg, Bernstorff, Nesselrode, and Capodistrias. 
Castlereagh made two propositions: 1. That the five powers join in urging Portugal and Brazil to abolish the trade May 20, 1820; 2. 
That the powers adopt the principle of a mutual qualified Right of Search. Cf. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1818-9, pages 
21-88; AMERICAN STATE PAPERS, FOREIGN, V. No. 346, pages 113-122.
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& again waited on them to father Rodmans, Susan Thurstons, Polly 
Hadwens & John Earls at Wm Lees & John Earls they were remarkably 
favor’d, & evinced themselves Skillful workmen & wise thro’ the 
whole.

 March 29, Wednesday: Jane Austen put the finishing touches on the final chapters of EMMA.

The Byrons settled at 13 Piccadilly Terrace, in a house leased from Her Grace the Duchess of Devonshire.1357

Arthur Wellesley, Duke of Wellington departed from Vienna to take command of his army in the Netherlands.

Napoléon Bonaparte, as part of his “Hundred Days” decreed “À dater de la publication du présent Décret, la 
Traite des Noirs est abolie” and French participation in the international slave trade came to an end (BRITISH 
AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1815-16, page 196, note; 1817-18, page 1025).1358

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: At the beginning of the nineteenth
century England held 800,000 slaves in her colonies; France,
250,000; Denmark, 27,000; Spain and Portugal, 600,000; Holland,
50,000; Sweden, 600; there were also about 2,000,000 slaves in
Brazil, and about 900,000 in the United States.1359 This was the
powerful basis of the demand for the slave-trade; and against
the economic forces which these four and a half millions of
enforced laborers represented, the battle for freedom had to be
fought.
Denmark first responded to the denunciatory cries of the
eighteenth century against slavery and the slave-trade. In 1792,
by royal order, this traffic was prohibited in the Danish
possessions after 1802. The principles of the French Revolution
logically called for the extinction of the slave system by
France. This was, however, accomplished more precipitately than

1357. “Do Men Ever Visit Boston?” is a mnemonic indicating the sequence of precedence of the British titles of nobility:
D = Dukes and/or Duchesses addressed as “Your Grace”
M = Marquesses and/or Marchionesses addressed as “My Lord” and as “Madam”
E = Earls and/or Countesses
V = Viscounts and/or Viscountesses
B = Barons and/or Baronesses

1358. This decree would be re-enacted in 1818 by the Bourbon dynasty.
1359. Cf. Augustine Cochin, in Lalor, CYCLOPEDIA, III. 723.
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the Convention anticipated; and in a whirl of enthusiasm
engendered by the appearance of the Dominican deputies, slavery
and the slave-trade were abolished in all French colonies
February 4, 1794.1360 This abolition was short-lived; for at the
command of the First Consul slavery and the slave-trade was
restored in An X (1799).1361 The trade was finally abolished by
Napoleon during the Hundred Days by a decree, March 29, 1815,
which briefly declared: “À dater de la publication du présent
Décret, la Traite des Noirs est abolie.”1362 The Treaty of Paris
eventually confirmed this law.1363

In England, the united efforts of Sharpe, Clarkson, and
Wilberforce early began to arouse public opinion by means of
agitation and pamphlet literature. May 21, 1788, Sir William
Dolben moved a bill regulating the trade, which passed in July
and was the last English measure countenancing the traffic.1364

The report of the Privy Council on the subject in 17891365

precipitated the long struggle. On motion of Pitt, in 1788, the
House had resolved to take up at the next session the question
of the abolition of the trade.1366 It was, accordingly, called
up by Wilberforce, and a remarkable parliamentary battle ensued,
which lasted continuously until 1805. The Grenville-Fox ministry
now espoused the cause. This ministry first prohibited the trade
with such colonies as England had acquired by conquest during
the Napoleonic wars; then, in 1806, they prohibited the foreign
slave-trade; and finally, March 25, 1807, enacted the total
abolition of the traffic.1367

FIGURING OUT WHAT AMOUNTS TO A “HISTORICAL CONTEXT” IS WHAT 
THE CRAFT OF HISTORICIZING AMOUNTS TO, AND THIS NECESSITATES 

DISTINGUISHING BETWEEN THE SET OF EVENTS THAT MUST HAVE 
TAKEN PLACE BEFORE EVENT E COULD BECOME POSSIBLE, AND MOST 

CAREFULLY DISTINGUISHING THEM FROM ANOTHER SET OF EVENTS 
THAT COULD NOT POSSIBLY OCCUR UNTIL SUBSEQUENT TO EVENT E.

1360. By a law of Aug. 11, 1792, the encouragement formerly given to the trade was stopped. Cf. Choix de rapports, opinions 
et discours prononcés à la tribune nationale depuis 1789 (Paris, 1821), XIV. 425; quoted in Cochin, THE RESULTS OF 
EMANCIPATION (Booth’s translation, 1863), pages 33, 35-8.
1361. Cochin, THE RESULTS OF EMANCIPATION (Booth’s translation, 1863), pages 42-7.
1362. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1815-6, page 196.
1363. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1815-6, pages 195-9, 292-3; 1816-7, page 755. It was eventually confirmed by royal 
ordinance, and the law of April 15, 1818.
1364. STATUTE 28 GEORGE III., ch. 54. Cf. STATUTE 29 GEORGE III., ch. 66.
1365. Various petitions had come in praying for an abolition of the slave-trade; and by an order in Council, Feb. 11, 1788, a 
committee of the Privy Council was ordered to take evidence on the subject. This committee presented an elaborate report in 1739. 
See published REPORT, London, 1789.
1366. For the history of the Parliamentary struggle, cf. Clarkson’s and Copley’s histories. The movement was checked in the House 
of Commons in 1789, 1790, and 1791. In 1792 the House of Commons resolved to abolish the trade in 1796. The Lords postponed 
the matter to take evidence. A bill to prohibit the foreign slave-trade was lost in 1793, passed the next session, and was lost in the 
House of Lords. In 1795, 1796, 1798, and 1799 repeated attempts to abolish the trade were defeated. The matter then rested until 
1804, when the battle was renewed with more success.
1367. STATUTE 46 GEORGE III., ch. 52, 119; 47 GEORGE III., sess. I. ch. 36.
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 November 20, Monday: John Stokes, to counter a tendency to “excessive corpulency,” began a 1,000-mile 
walk. He would walk at the rate of 50 miles per day, walking 12 hours per day, and would complete his 
thousand on December 19th.1368

Charles Theodore Russell was born in Princeton, Massachusetts. He would be the brother of Thomas Hastings 
Russell (1820-1911) and the father of Charles Theodore Russell, Jr. and Cambridge Mayor and Massachusetts 
Governor William Eustis Russell (9th child and 4th son, January 6 [8?], 1857, Harvard Class of 1877, summa 
cum laude at Boston University Law School in 1879-July 16, 1896).

The 2d Treaty of Paris reduced France’s boundaries to those of 1790 and demanded a 700,000,000 franc 
indemnity. France promised to abolish her international slave trade by 1819 and to limit the trade, until then, 
to her own colonies. An allied army would occupy France for no more than five years. Savoy was joined with 
Sardinia. Monaco was made a protectorate of Sardinia. Landau was given to Bavaria. The Saarland went to 
Prussia. Serbia became a principality under Turkish rule. The perpetual neutrality of Switzerland was 
recognized. The Quadruple Alliance (Austria/Prussia/Russia/Great Britain) agreed to meet periodically to 
monitor the treaty.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: At the beginning of the nineteenth
century England held 800,000 slaves in her colonies; France,
250,000; Denmark, 27,000; Spain and Portugal, 600,000; Holland,
50,000; Sweden, 600; there were also about 2,000,000 slaves in
Brazil, and about 900,000 in the United States.1369 This was the
powerful basis of the demand for the slave-trade; and against
the economic forces which these four and a half millions of
enforced laborers represented, the battle for freedom had to be
fought.
Denmark first responded to the denunciatory cries of the
eighteenth century against slavery and the slave-trade. In 1792,
by royal order, this traffic was prohibited in the Danish
possessions after 1802. The principles of the French Revolution
logically called for the extinction of the slave system by
France. This was, however, accomplished more precipitately than
the Convention anticipated; and in a whirl of enthusiasm
engendered by the appearance of the Dominican deputies, slavery
and the slave-trade were abolished in all French colonies
February 4, 1794.1370 This abolition was short-lived; for at the
command of the First Consul slavery and the slave-trade was
restored in An X (1799).1371 The trade was finally abolished by
Napoleon during the Hundred Days by a decree, March 29, 1815,
which briefly declared: “À dater de la publication du présent
Décret, la Traite des Noirs est abolie.”1372 The Treaty of Paris
eventually confirmed this law.1373

1368. Of course, now you want to know whether he in fact succeeded in controlling this tendency to put on weight. 
— Sorry, that information is not on record.

1369. Cf. Augustine Cochin, in Lalor, CYCLOPEDIA, III. 723.
1370. By a law of Aug. 11, 1792, the encouragement formerly given to the trade was stopped. Cf. Choix de rapports, opinions 
et discours prononcés à la tribune nationale depuis 1789 (Paris, 1821), XIV. 425; quoted in Cochin, THE RESULTS OF 
EMANCIPATION (Booth’s translation, 1863), pages 33, 35-8.
1371. Cochin, THE RESULTS OF EMANCIPATION (Booth’s translation, 1863), pages 42-7.
1372. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1815-6, page 196.
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In England, the united efforts of Sharpe, Clarkson, and
Wilberforce early began to arouse public opinion by means of
agitation and pamphlet literature. May 21, 1788, Sir William
Dolben moved a bill regulating the trade, which passed in July
and was the last English measure countenancing the traffic.1374

The report of the Privy Council on the subject in 17891375

precipitated the long struggle. On motion of Pitt, in 1788, the
House had resolved to take up at the next session the question
of the abolition of the trade.1376 It was, accordingly, called
up by Wilberforce, and a remarkable parliamentary battle ensued,
which lasted continuously until 1805. The Grenville-Fox ministry
now espoused the cause. This ministry first prohibited the trade
with such colonies as England had acquired by conquest during
the Napoleonic wars; then, in 1806, they prohibited the foreign
slave-trade; and finally, March 25, 1807, enacted the total
abolition of the traffic.1377

1373. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1815-6, pages 195-9, 292-3; 1816-7, page 755. It was eventually confirmed by royal 
ordinance, and the law of April 15, 1818.
1374. STATUTE 28 GEORGE III., ch. 54. Cf. STATUTE 29 GEORGE III., ch. 66.
1375. Various petitions had come in praying for an abolition of the slave-trade; and by an order in Council, Feb. 11, 1788, a 
committee of the Privy Council was ordered to take evidence on the subject. This committee presented an elaborate report in 1739. 
See published REPORT, London, 1789.
1376. For the history of the Parliamentary struggle, cf. Clarkson’s and Copley’s histories. The movement was checked in the House 
of Commons in 1789, 1790, and 1791. In 1792 the House of Commons resolved to abolish the trade in 1796. The Lords postponed 
the matter to take evidence. A bill to prohibit the foreign slave-trade was lost in 1793, passed the next session, and was lost in the 
House of Lords. In 1795, 1796, 1798, and 1799 repeated attempts to abolish the trade were defeated. The matter then rested until 
1804, when the battle was renewed with more success.
1377. STATUTE 46 GEORGE III., ch. 52, 119; 47 GEORGE III., sess. I. ch. 36.
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According to Dr. Edward Jarvis’s TRADITIONS AND REMINISCENCES OF CONCORD, MASSACHUSETTS 1779-
1878, page 60:

FIGURING OUT WHAT AMOUNTS TO A “HISTORICAL CONTEXT” IS WHAT 
THE CRAFT OF HISTORICIZING AMOUNTS TO, AND THIS NECESSITATES 

DISTINGUISHING BETWEEN THE SET OF EVENTS THAT MUST HAVE 
TAKEN PLACE BEFORE EVENT E COULD BECOME POSSIBLE, AND MOST 

CAREFULLY DISTINGUISHING THEM FROM ANOTHER SET OF EVENTS 
THAT COULD NOT POSSIBLY OCCUR UNTIL SUBSEQUENT TO EVENT E.

On Thanksgiving Day almost every family had a turkey for dinner.
But very few had it at any other time. Most farmers and many
others kept hens and ate them from time to time. I remember the
Thanksgiving appointed by the President in the peace of 1815. It
was in April, out of the season of turkey or poultry. My father
bought a leg of veal for the dinner. We, the children, were very
much disappointed that we had not turkey. We were all Federalists
and had a great dislike for the war and no respect for the
President’s Thanksgiving as such, yet we were very willing to eat
turkey even on that occasion.
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http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf
Dr.Edward Jarvis, _Traditions and Reminiscences of Concord, Massachusetts 1779-1878_ (Edited by Sarah Chapin, introduction by Robert A.Gross. Amherst MA: U of Massachusetts P, 1993)

mailto:Kouroo@kouroo.info?subject=Contribution to Kouroo Contexture
mailto:kouroo@kouroo.info subject=Contribution to Kouroo Contexture


TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY

HDT WHAT? INDEX
 December 8, Friday: In an action that tells us everything we need to know about what was going down, the 
government of the Alabama and Mississippi Territory planned for the disposal of slaves they had taken in hand 
because they had been found being illegally imported into the territory. The plan was, sell them at auction, and 
divide the proceeds between the territorial treasury and whoever had informed on the illegal activity or had 
brought them in to the government. (Toulmin, DIGEST OF THE LAWS OF ALABAMA, page 637; STATUTES OF 
MISSISSIPPI DIGESTED, etc., edition of 1816, page 389). Clearly, this course of conduct was being indulged in 
not because it was of some benefit to the victim, to the rescued slave, but because it was of benefit to the 
rescuer, the redeemer — the government, which was regarding these rescued victims as at the very best an 
annoyance. One supposes that one ought to be grateful not to have learned, instead, that these victims had after 
their “rescue” been killed and thrown into a pit! Clearly, rescuing the victim was here not at all about rescuing 
the victim, but was all about rescuing the rescuer from the plight of being oppressed by the mere presence of 
these victims. –The question would seem to be: To how many other instances of antebellum antislavery can 
we attribute these same ignoble motives?

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: The dozen or more propositions on the
question of the disposal of illegally imported Africans may be
divided into two chief heads, representing two radically opposed
parties: 1. That illegally imported Africans be free, although
they might be indentured for a term of years or removed from the
country. 2. That such Africans be sold as slaves.1378 The
arguments on these two propositions, which were many and far-
reaching, may be roughly divided into three classes, political,
constitutional, and moral.
The political argument, reduced to its lowest terms, ran thus:
those wishing to free the Negroes illegally imported declared
that to enslave them would be to perpetrate the very evil which
the law was designed to stop. “By the same law,” they said, “we
condemn the man-stealer and become the receivers of his stolen
goods. We punish the criminal, and then step into his place, and
complete the crime.”1379 They said that the objection to free
Negroes was no valid excuse; for if the Southern people really

1378. There were at least twelve distinct propositions as to the disposal of the Africans imported: — 
1. That they be forfeited and sold by the United States at auction (Early’s bill, reported Dec. 15: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th 
Congress 2d session, pages 167-8).
2. That they be forfeited and left to the disposal of the States (proposed by Bidwell and Early: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 
2d session, pages 181, 221, 477. This was the final settlement.)
3. That they be forfeited and sold, and that the proceeds go to charities, education, or internal improvements (Early, Holland, and 
Masters: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 273).
4. That they be forfeited and indentured for life (Alston and Bidwell: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, pages 170-1).
5. That they be forfeited and indentured for 7, 8, or 10 years (Pitkin: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 186).
6. That they be forfeited and given into the custody of the President, and by him indentured in free States for a term of years (bill 
reported from the Senate Jan. 28: HOUSE JOURNAL (reprinted 1826), 9th Congress 2d session, V. 575; ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th 
Congress 2d session, page 477. Cf. also ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 272).
7. That the Secretary of the Treasury dispose of them, at his discretion, in service (Quincy: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 
2d session, page 183).
8. That those imported into slave States be returned to Africa or bound out in free States (Sloan: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th 
Congress 2d session, page 254).
9. That all be sent back to Africa (Smilie: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 176).
10. That those imported into free States be free, those imported into slave States be returned to Africa or indentured (Sloan: ANNALS 
OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 226).
11. That they be forfeited but not sold (Sloan and others: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 270).
12. That they be free (Sloan: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 168; Bidwell: HOUSE JOURNAL (reprinted 1826), 
9th Congress 2d session, V. 515).
1379. Bidwell, Cook, and others: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 201.
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feared this class, they would consent to the imposing of such
penalties on illicit traffic as would stop the importation of a
single slave.1380 Moreover, “forfeiture” and sale of the Negroes
implied a property right in them which did not exist.1381 Waiving
this technical point, and allowing them to be “forfeited” to the
government, then the government should either immediately set
them free, or, at the most, indenture them for a term of years;
otherwise, the law would be an encouragement to violators. “It
certainly will be,” said they, “if the importer can find means
to evade the penalty of the act; for there he has all the
advantage of a market enhanced by our ineffectual attempt to
prohibit.”1382 They claimed that even the indenturing of the
ignorant barbarian for life was better than slavery; and Sloan
declared that the Northern States would receive the freed
Negroes willingly rather than have them enslaved.1383

The argument of those who insisted that the Negroes should be
sold was tersely put by Macon: “In adopting our measures on this
subject, we must pass such a law as can be executed.”1384 Early
expanded this: “It is a principle in legislation, as correct as
any which has ever prevailed, that to give effect to laws you
must not make them repugnant to the passions and wishes of the
people among whom they are to operate. How then, in this
instance, stands the fact? Do not gentlemen from every quarter
of the Union prove, on the discussion of every question that has
ever arisen in the House, having the most remote bearing on the
giving freedom to the Africans in the bosom of our country, that
it has excited the deepest sensibility in the breasts of those
where slavery exists? And why is this so? It is, because those
who, from experience, know the extent of the evil, believe that
the most formidable aspect in which it can present itself, is
by making these people free among them. Yes, sir, though slavery
is an evil, regretted by every man in the country, to have among
us in any considerable quantity persons of this description, is
an evil far greater than slavery itself. Does any gentleman want
proof of this? I answer that all proof is useless; no fact can
be more notorious. With this belief on the minds of the people
where slavery exists, and where the importation will take place,
if at all, we are about to turn loose in a state of freedom all
persons brought in after the passage of this law. I ask gentlemen
to reflect and say whether such a law, opposed to the ideas, the
passions, the views, and the affections of the people of the
Southern States, can be executed? I tell them, no; it is
impossible — why? Because no man will inform — why? Because to
inform will be to lead to an evil which will be deemed greater
than the offence of which information is given, because it will
be opposed to the principle of self-preservation, and to the
love of family. No, no man will be disposed to jeopard his life,

1380. Bidwell: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 172.
1381. Fisk: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, pages 224-5; Bidwell: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d 
session, page 221.
1382. Quincy: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 184.
1383. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 478; Bidwell: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 
171.
1384. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 172.
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and the lives of his countrymen. And if no one dare inform, the
whole authority of the Government cannot carry the law into
effect. The whole people will rise up against it. Why? Because
to enforce it would be to turn loose, in the bosom of the
country, firebrands that would consume them.”1385

This was the more tragic form of the argument; it also had a
mercenary side, which was presented with equal emphasis. It was
repeatedly said that the only way to enforce the law was to play
off individual interests against each other. The profit from the
sale of illegally imported Negroes was declared to be the only
sufficient “inducement to give information of their
importation.”1386 “Give up the idea of forfeiture, and I
challenge the gentleman to invent fines, penalties, or
punishments of any sort, sufficient to restrain the slave
trade.”1387 If such Negroes be freed, “I tell you that slaves
will continue to be imported as heretofore.... You cannot get
hold of the ships employed in this traffic. Besides, slaves will
be brought into Georgia from East Florida. They will be brought
into the Mississippi Territory from the bay of Mobile. You
cannot inflict any other penalty, or devise any other adequate
means of prevention, than a forfeiture of the Africans in whose
possession they may be found after importation.”1388 Then, too,
when foreigners smuggled in Negroes, “who then ... could be
operated on, but the purchasers? There was the rub — it was their
interest alone which, by being operated on, would produce a
check. Snap their purse-strings, break open their strong box,
deprive them of their slaves, and by destroying the temptation
to buy, you put an end to the trade, ... nothing short of a
forfeiture of the slave would afford an effectual remedy.”1389

Again, it was argued that it was impossible to prevent imported
Negroes from becoming slaves, or, what was just as bad, from
being sold as vagabonds or indentured for life.1390 Even our own
laws, it was said, recognize the title of the African slave
factor in the transported Negroes; and if the importer have no
title, why do we legislate? Why not let the African immigrant
alone to get on as he may, just as we do the Irish immigrant?1391

If he should be returned to Africa, his home could not be found,
and he would in all probability be sold into slavery again.1392

The constitutional argument was not urged as seriously as the
foregoing; but it had a considerable place. On the one hand, it
was urged that if the Negroes were forfeited, they were
forfeited to the United States government, which could dispose
of them as it saw fit;1393 on the other hand, it was said that
the United States, as owner, was subject to State laws, and could

1385. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, pages 173-4.
1386. Alston: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 170.
1387. D.R. Williams: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 183.
1388. Early: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, pages 184-5.
1389. Lloyd, Early, and others: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 203.
1390. Alston: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 170.
1391. Quincy: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 222; Macon: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, 
page 225.
1392. Macon: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 177.
1393. Barker: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 171; Bidwell: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, 
page 172.
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not free the Negroes contrary to such laws.1394 Some alleged that
the freeing of such Negroes struck at the title to all slave
property;1395 others thought that, as property in slaves was not
recognized in the Constitution, it could not be in a statute.1396

The question also arose as to the source of the power of Congress
over the slave-trade. Southern men derived it from the clause
on commerce, and declared that it exceeded the power of Congress
to declare Negroes imported into a slave State, free, against
the laws of that State; that Congress could not determine what
should or should not be property in a State.1397 Northern men
replied that, according to this principle, forfeiture and sale
in Massachusetts would be illegal; that the power of Congress
over the trade was derived from the restraining clause, as a
non-existent power could not be restrained; and that the United
States could act under her general powers as executor of the Law
of Nations.1398

The moral argument as to the disposal of illegally imported
Negroes was interlarded with all the others. On the one side,
it began with the “Rights of Man,” and descended to a stickling
for the decent appearance of the statute-book; on the other
side, it began with the uplifting of the heathen, and descended
to a denial of the applicability of moral principles to the
question. Said Holland of North Carolina: “It is admitted that
the condition of the slaves in the Southern States is much
superior to that of those in Africa. Who, then, will say that
the trade is immoral?”1399 But, in fact, “morality has nothing
to do with this traffic,”1400 for, as Joseph Clay declared, “it
must appear to every man of common sense, that the question could
be considered in a commercial point of view only.”1401 The other
side declared that, “by the laws of God and man,” these captured
Negroes are “entitled to their freedom as clearly and absolutely
as we are;”1402 nevertheless, some were willing to leave them to
the tender mercies of the slave States, so long as the statute-
book was disgraced by no explicit recognition of slavery.1403

Such arguments brought some sharp sarcasm on those who seemed
anxious “to legislate for the honor and glory of the statute
book;”1404 some desired “to know what honor you will derive from
a law that will be broken every day of your lives.”1405 They would

1394. Clay, Alston, and Early: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 266.
1395. Clay, Alston, and Early: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 266.
1396. Bidwell: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 221.
1397. Sloan and others: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 271; Early and Alston: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th 
Congress 2d session, pages 168, 171.
1398. Ely, Bidwell, and others: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, pages 179, 181, 271; Smilie and Findley: ANNALS 
OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, pages 225, 226.
1399. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 240. Cf. Lloyd: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 
236.
1400. Holland: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 241.
1401. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 227; Macon: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 
225.
1402. Bidwell, Cook, and others: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 201.
1403. Bidwell: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 221. Cf. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, 
page 202.
1404. Early: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 239.
1405. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session
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rather boldly sell the Negroes and turn the proceeds over to
charity.
The final settlement of the question was as follows: — 

“SECTION 4.... And neither the importer, nor any person
or persons claiming from or under him, shall hold any
right or title whatsoever to any negro, mulatto, or
person of color, nor to the service or labor thereof,
who may be imported or brought within the United States,
or territories thereof, in violation of this law, but
the same shall remain subject to any regulations not
contravening the provisions of this act, which the
Legislatures of the several States or Territories at any
time hereafter may make, for disposing of any such
negro, mulatto, or person of color.”1406

1406. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 1267.
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 From about this point of time into 1828 would be the florut of the Zulu ruler Shaka in South Africa.

In about this year the American negrero Paz, Rosa, Dolores, Nueva Paz, and Dorset, many of which were 
former privateers, were engaged in Spanish-African slave trade (HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress, 1st session 
II, No. 92, pages 45-6; 21st Congress, 1st session III, No. 348, pages 144-7).

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: Undoubtedly, the Act of 1807 came very
near being a dead letter. The testimony supporting this view is
voluminous. It consists of presidential messages, reports of
cabinet officers, letters of collectors of revenue, letters of
district attorneys, reports of committees of Congress, reports
of naval commanders, statements made on the floor of Congress,
the testimony of eye-witnesses, and the complaints of home and
foreign anti-slavery societies.
“When I was young,” writes Mr. Fowler of Connecticut, “the
slave-trade was still carried on, by Connecticut shipmasters and
Merchant adventurers, for the supply of southern ports. This
trade was carried on by the consent of the Southern States, under
the provisions of the Federal Constitution, until 1808, and,
after that time, clandestinely. There was a good deal of
conversation on the subject, in private circles.” Other States
were said to be even more involved than Connecticut.1407 The
African Society of London estimated that, down to 1816, fifteen
of the sixty thousand slaves annually taken from Africa were
shipped by Americans. “Notwithstanding the prohibitory act of
America, which was passed in 1807, ships bearing the American
flag continued to trade for slaves until 1809, when, in
consequence of a decision in the English prize appeal courts,
which rendered American slave ships liable to capture and
condemnation, that flag suddenly disappeared from the coast. Its
place was almost instantaneously supplied by the Spanish flag,
which, with one or two exceptions, was now seen for the first
time on the African coast, engaged in covering the slave trade.
This sudden substitution of the Spanish for the American flag
seemed to confirm what was established in a variety of instances
by more direct testimony, that the slave trade, which now, for
the first time, assumed a Spanish dress, was in reality only the
trade of other nations in disguise.”1408

So notorious did the participation of Americans in the traffic
become, that President Madison informed Congress in his message,
December 5, 1810, that “it appears that American citizens are
instrumental in carrying on a traffic in enslaved Africans,
equally in violation of the laws of humanity, and in defiance

1816

1407. Fowler, HISTORICAL STATUS OF THE NEGRO IN CONNECTICUT, in LOCAL LAW, etc., pages 122, 126.
1408. HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress 1st session, II. No. 92, page 32.
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of those of their own country. The same just and benevolent
motives which produced the interdiction in force against this
criminal conduct, will doubtless be felt by Congress, in
devising further means of suppressing the evil.”1409 The
Secretary of the Navy wrote the same year to Charleston, South
Carolina: “I hear, not without great concern, that the law
prohibiting the importation of slaves has been violated in
frequent instances, near St. Mary’s.”1410 Testimony as to
violations of the law and suggestions for improving it also came
in from district attorneys.1411

The method of introducing Negroes was simple. A slave smuggler
says: “After resting a few days at St. Augustine, ... I agreed
to accompany Diego on a land trip through the United States,
where a kaffle of negroes was to precede us, for whose disposal
the shrewd Portuguese had already made arrangements with my
uncle’s consignees. I soon learned how readily, and at what
profits, the Florida negroes were sold into the neighboring
American States. The kaffle, under charge of negro drivers, was to
strike up the Escambia River, and thence cross the boundary into
Georgia, where some of our wild Africans were mixed with various
squads of native blacks, and driven inland, till sold off,
singly or by couples, on the road. At this period [1812], the
United States had declared the African slave trade illegal, and
passed stringent laws to prevent the importation of negroes; yet
the Spanish possessions were thriving on this inland exchange
of negroes and mulattoes; Florida was a sort of nursery for
slave-breeders, and many American citizens grew rich by
trafficking in Guinea negroes, and smuggling them continually,
in small parties, through the southern United States. At the
time I mention, the business was a lively one, owing to the war
then going on between the States and England, and the unsettled
condition of affairs on the border.”1412

The Spanish flag continued to cover American slave-traders. The
rapid rise of privateering during the war was not caused solely
by patriotic motives; for many armed ships fitted out in the
United States obtained a thin Spanish disguise at Havana, and
transported thousands of slaves to Brazil and the West Indies.
Sometimes all disguise was thrown aside, and the American flag
appeared on the slave coast, as in the cases of the “Paz,”1413

the “Rebecca,” the “Rosa”1414 (formerly the privateer “Commodore
Perry”), the “Dorset” of Baltimore,1415 and the “Saucy Jack.”1416

Governor McCarthy of Sierra Leone wrote, in 1817: “The slave
1409. HOUSE JOURNAL (reprinted 1826), 11 Congress 3 session, VII. page 435.
1410. HOUSE DOCUMENT, 15th Congress 2d session, IV. No. 84, page 5.
1411. See, e.g., HOUSE JOURNAL (reprinted 1826), 11 Congress 3 session, VII. page 575.
1412. Drake, REVELATIONS OF A SLAVE SMUGGLER, page 51. Parts of this narrative are highly colored and untrustworthy; this 
passage, however, has every earmark of truth, and is confirmed by many incidental allusions.
1413. For accounts of these slavers, see HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress 1st session, II. No. 92, pages 30-50. The “Paz” was an 
armed slaver flying the American flag.
1414. Said to be owned by an Englishman, but fitted in America and manned by Americans. It was eventually captured by H.M.S. 
“Bann,” after a hard fight.
1415. Also called Spanish schooner “Triumvirate,” with American supercargo, Spanish captain, and American, French, Spanish, 
and English crew. It was finally captured by a British vessel.
1416. An American slaver of 1814, which was boarded by a British vessel. All the above cases, and many others, were proven before 
British courts.
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trade is carried on most vigorously by the Spaniards,
Portuguese, Americans and French. I have had it affirmed from
several quarters, and do believe it to be a fact, that there is
a greater number of vessels employed in that traffic than at any
former period.”1417

 November 18, Monday: In an action that tells us everything we need to know about what was going down, 
the government of North Carolina took action to dispose of various “negroes, mulattoes and persons of 
colour,” caught while being imported as slaves in defiance of the federal law which had in 1808 outlawed the 
international slave trade. The answer was, auction them off to the highest bidder and put the proceeds in the 
state treasury. Clearly, this course of conduct was being indulged in not because it was of some benefit to the 
victim, to the rescued slave, but because it was of benefit to the rescuer, the redeemer — the government, 
which was regarding these rescued victims as at the very best an annoyance. One supposes that one ought to 
be grateful not to have learned, instead, that these victims had after their “rescue” been killed and thrown into 
a pit! Clearly, rescuing the victim was here not at all about rescuing the victim, but was all about rescuing the 
rescuer from the plight of being oppressed by the mere presence of these victims. –The question would seem 
to be: To how many other instances of antebellum antislavery can we attribute these same ignoble motives?

§ 1. Every slave illegally imported after 1808 shall be sold for
the use of the State.

§ 2. The sheriff shall seize and sell such slave, and pay the
proceeds to the treasurer of the State.

§ 3. If the slave abscond, the sheriff may offer a reward not
exceeding one-fifth of the value of the slave. LAWS OF NORTH
CAROLINA, 1816, Chapter xii. page 9; LAWS OF NORTH CAROLINA (revision
of 1819), II. 1350.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

2nd day 18 of 11 M / My H took tea at her fathers & set the 
evening. —

 December 3, Tuesday: President James Madison addressed both houses of the federal Congress.

“The United States having been the first to abolish, within the
extent of their authority, the transportation of the natives of
Africa into slavery, by prohibiting the introduction of slaves,
and by punishing their citizens participating in the traffick,
cannot but be gratified at the progress, made by concurrent
efforts of other nations, towards a general suppression of so
great an evil. They must feel, at the same time, the greater
solicitude to give the fullest efficacy to their own
regulations. With that view, the interposition of Congress
appears to be required by the violations and evasions which, it
is suggested, are chargeable on unworthy citizens, who mingle
in the slave trade under foreign flags, and with foreign ports;
and by collusive importations of slaves into the United States,

1417. HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress 1st session, II. No. 92, page 51.

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
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through adjoining ports and territories. I present the subject
to Congress, with a full assurance of their disposition to apply
all the remedy which can be afforded by an amendment of the law.
The regulations which were intended to guard against abuses of
a kindred character, in the trade between the several States,
ought also to be rendered more effectual for their humane
object.” HOUSE JOURNAL, 14th Congress, 2d session, pages 15-6.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: The period so confidently looked forward
to by the constitutional fathers had at last arrived; the slave-
trade was prohibited, and much oratory and poetry were expended
in celebration of the event. In the face of this, let us see how
the Act of 1807 was enforced and what it really accomplished.
It is noticeable, in the first place, that there was no especial
set of machinery provided for the enforcement of this act. The
work fell first to the Secretary of the Treasury, as head of the
customs collection. Then, through the activity of cruisers, the
Secretary of the Navy gradually came to have oversight, and
eventually the whole matter was lodged with him, although the
Departments of State and War were more or less active on
different occasions. Later, at the advent of the Lincoln
government, the Department of the Interior was charged with the
enforcement of the slave-trade laws. It would indeed be
surprising if, amid so much uncertainty and shifting of
responsibility, the law were not poorly enforced. Poor
enforcement, moreover, in the years 1808 to 1820 meant far more
than at almost any other period; for these years were, all over
the European world, a time of stirring economic change, and the
set which forces might then take would in a later period be
unchangeable without a cataclysm. Perhaps from 1808 to 1814, in
the midst of agitation and war, there was some excuse for
carelessness. From 1814 on, however, no such palliation existed,
and the law was probably enforced as the people who made it
wished it enforced.
Most of the Southern States rather tardily passed the necessary
supplementary acts disposing of illegally imported Africans. A
few appear not to have passed any. Some of these laws, like the
Alabama-Mississippi Territory Act of 1815,1418 directed such
Negroes to be “sold by the proper officer of the court, to the
highest bidder, at public auction, for ready money.” One-half
the proceeds went to the informer or to the collector of customs,
the other half to the public treasury. Other acts, like that of
North Carolina in 1816,1419 directed the Negroes to “be sold and
disposed of for the use of the state.” One-fifth of the proceeds
went to the informer. The Georgia Act of 18171420 directed that
the slaves be either sold or given to the Colonization Society
for transportation, providing the society reimburse the State

1418. Toulmin, DIGEST OF THE LAWS OF ALABAMA, page 637.
1419. LAWS OF NORTH CAROLINA (revision of 1819), II. 1350.
1420. Prince, DIGEST, page 793.

SLAVERY
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for all expense incurred, and pay for the transportation. In
this manner, machinery of somewhat clumsy build and varying
pattern was provided for the carrying out of the national act.
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 The weaving of cotton cloth on power looms began at this point in North Providence, Rhode Island.

Roberts developed a fly-frame, an invention important to the development of the cloth industry. Because this 
development would have an impact on the demand for bales of cotton as a raw material for cloth, it would have 
an impact on the demand for field labor to grow this cotton, and therefore would have consequences in terms 
of human slavery — and in terms of the international slave trade.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: The history of slavery and the slave-
trade after 1820 must be read in the light of the industrial
revolution through which the civilized world passed in the first
half of the nineteenth century. Between the years 1775 and 1825
occurred economic events and changes of the highest importance
and widest influence. Though all branches of industry felt the
impulse of this new industrial life, yet, “if we consider single
industries, cotton manufacture has, during the nineteenth
century, made the most magnificent and gigantic advances.”1421

This fact is easily explained by the remarkable series of
inventions that revolutionized this industry between 1738 and
1830, including Arkwright’s, Watt’s, Compton’s, and
Cartwright’s epoch-making contrivances.1422 The effect which
these inventions had on the manufacture of cotton goods is best
illustrated by the fact that in England, the chief cotton market
of the world, the consumption of raw cotton rose steadily from
13,000 bales in 1781, to 572,000 in 1820, to 871,000 in 1830,
and to 3,366,000 in 1860.1423 Very early, therefore, came the
query whence the supply of raw cotton was to come. Tentative
experiments on the rich, broad fields of the Southern United
States, together with the indispensable invention of Whitney’s
cotton-gin, soon answered this question: a new economic future
was opened up to this land, and immediately the whole South began
to extend its cotton culture, and more and more to throw its

1817

1421. Beer, Geschichte des Welthandels im 19TEN Jahrhundert, II. 67.
1422. A list of these inventions most graphically illustrates this advance: — 
1738, John Jay, fly-shuttle. John Wyatt, spinning by rollers.
1748, Lewis Paul, carding-machine.
1760, Robert Kay, drop-box.
1769, Richard Arkwright, water-frame and throstle. James Watt, steam-engine.
1772, James Lees, improvements on carding-machine.
1775, Richard Arkwright, series of combinations.
1779, Samuel Compton, mule.
1785, Edmund Cartwright, power-loom.
1803-4, Radcliffe and Johnson, dressing-machine.
1817, Roberts, fly-frame.
1818, William Eaton, self-acting frame.
1825-30, Roberts, improvements on mule.
Cf. Baines,  HISTORY OF THE COTTON MANUFACTURE, pages 116-231; Encyclopædia Britannica, 9th ed., article “Cotton.”
1423. Baines,  HISTORY OF THE COTTON MANUFACTURE, page 215. A bale weighed from 375 lbs. to 400 lbs.
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whole energy into this one staple.
Here it was that the fatal mistake of compromising with slavery
in the beginning, and of the policy of laissez-faire pursued
thereafter, became painfully manifest; for, instead now of a
healthy, normal, economic development along proper industrial
lines, we have the abnormal and fatal rise of a slave-labor large
farming system, which, before it was realized, had so
intertwined itself with and braced itself upon the economic
forces of an industrial age, that a vast and terrible civil war
was necessary to displace it. The tendencies to a patriarchal
serfdom, recognizable in the age of Washington and Jefferson,
began slowly but surely to disappear; and in the second quarter
of the century Southern slavery was irresistibly changing from
a family institution to an industrial system.
The development of Southern slavery has heretofore been viewed
so exclusively from the ethical and social standpoint that we
are apt to forget its close and indissoluble connection with the
world’s cotton market. Beginning with 1820, a little after the
close of the Napoleonic wars, when the industry of cotton
manufacture had begun its modern development and the South had
definitely assumed her position as chief producer of raw cotton,
we find the average price of cotton per pound, 8½d. From this
time until 1845 the price steadily fell, until in the latter
year it reached 4d.; the only exception to this fall was in the
years 1832-1839, when, among other things, a strong increase in
the English demand, together with an attempt of the young slave
power to “corner” the market, sent the price up as high as 11d.
The demand for cotton goods soon outran a crop which McCullough
had pronounced “prodigious,” and after 1845 the price started
on a steady rise, which, except for the checks suffered during
the continental revolutions and the Crimean War, continued until
1860.1424 The steady increase in the production of cotton
explains the fall in price down to 1845. In 1822 the crop was a
half-million bales; in 1831, a million; in 1838, a million and
a half; and in 1840-1843, two million. By this time the world’s
consumption of cotton goods began to increase so rapidly that,
in spite of the increase in Southern crops, the price kept
rising. Three million bales were gathered in 1852, three and a
half million in 1856, and the remarkable crop of five million
bales in 1860.1425

Here we have data to explain largely the economic development
of the South. By 1822 the large-plantation slave system had
gained footing; in 1838-1839 it was able to show its power in
the cotton “corner;” by the end of the next decade it had not
only gained a solid economic foundation, but it had built a
closed oligarchy with a political policy. The changes in price
during the next few years drove out of competition many
survivors of the small-farming free-labor system, and put the
slave régime in position to dictate the policy of the nation. The
zenith of the system and the first inevitable signs of decay
came in the years 1850-1860, when the rising price of cotton

1424. The prices cited are from Newmarch and Tooke, and refer to the London market. The average price in 1855-60 was about 7d.
1425. From United States census reports.
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threw the whole economic energy of the South into its
cultivation, leading to a terrible consumption of soil and
slaves, to a great increase in the size of plantations, and to
increasing power and effrontery on the part of the slave barons.
Finally, when a rising moral crusade conjoined with threatened
economic disaster, the oligarchy, encouraged by the state of the
cotton market, risked all on a political coup-d’état, which failed
in the war of 1861-1865.1426

 January 17, Friday: Lieutenant Francis Hall, having visited President Thomas Jefferson at Monticello, left 
Richmond, Virginia heading toward Charleston, South Carolina.

The negrero Eugene, an armed Mexican schooner, was captured while attempting to smuggle slaves into the 
United States (HOUSE DOCUMENT, 15th Congress, 1st session II, No. 12, page 22).

 February 11, Tuesday: Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: “Joint 
Resolution for abolishing the traffick in Slaves, and the Colinization [sic] of the Free People Of Colour of the 
United States.”

“Resolved, ... That the President be, and he is hereby authorized
to consult and negotiate with all the governments where
ministers of the United States are, or shall be accredited, on

1426. Cf. United States census reports; and Olmsted, THE COTTON KINGDOM.
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the means of effecting an entire and immediate abolition of the
traffick in slaves. And, also, to enter into a convention with
the government of Great Britain, for receiving into the colony
of Sierra Leone, such of the free people of colour of the United
States as, with their own consent, shall be carried thither....
“Resolved, That adequate provision shall hereafter be made to
defray any necessary expenses which may be incurred in carrying
the preceding resolution into effect.” Reported on petition of
the Colonization Society by the committee on the President’s
Message. HOUSE JOURNAL, 14th Congress, 2d session, pages 25-7,
380; HOUSE DOCUMENT, 14th Congress, 2d session, No. 77.

(We don’t have a record that anything came of this.)

 July 28, Monday: Great Britain and Portugal made their 1st concessions to the United States of America, of a 
right to search their merchant vessels on the open seas north of the Equator “if suspected of having slaves on 
board, acquired by illicit traffic.”

This “related only to the trade north of the equator; for the
slave-trade of Portugal within the regions of western Africa,
to the south of the equator, continued long after this to be
carried on with great vigor.” Woolsey, INTERNATIONAL LAW (1874), §
197, pages 331-2; BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1816-17, pages
85-118.

 September 23, Tuesday: Harland Coultas was born in Glanford Brigg, North Lincolnshire, England, to the 
Reverend William Coultas and Hannah Coultas. The father had been a Wesleyan Methodist missionary in the 
West Indies, and had then been the minister of a number of parishes in England.

By the Treaty of Madrid, Great Britain paid Spain £400,000 and received in return the immediate abolition of 
Spain’s slave trade north of the Equator, plus the abolition in 1820 of Spain’s slave trade south of the Equator. 
To ensure that this agreement was being honored, Great Britain would have the right to inspect the cargoes of 
Spain’s merchant vessels on the open seas (this agreement would be only loosely enforced). Refer however to 
Woolsey, INTERNATIONAL LAW (1874), § 197, page 332 and to BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS (1816/
1817), pages 33-74.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: At the Congress of Vienna, which
assembled late in 1814, Castlereagh was indefatigable in his
endeavors to secure the abolition of the trade. France and
Spain, however, refused to yield farther than they had already
done, and the other powers hesitated to go to the lengths he
recommended. Nevertheless, he secured the institution of annual
conferences on the matter, and a declaration by the Congress
strongly condemning the trade and declaring that “the public
voice in all civilized countries was raised to demand its
suppression as soon as possible,” and that, while the definitive
period of termination would be left to subsequent negotiation,
the sovereigns would not consider their work done until the
trade was entirely suppressed.1427

SLAVERY
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In the Treaty of Ghent, between Great Britain and the United
States, ratified February 17, 1815, Article 10, proposed by
Great Britain, declared that, “Whereas the traffic in slaves is
irreconcilable with the principles of humanity and justice,” the
two countries agreed to use their best endeavors in abolishing
the trade.1428 The final overthrow of Napoleon was marked by a
second declaration of the powers, who, “desiring to give effect
to the measures on which they deliberated at the Congress of
Vienna, relative to the complete and universal abolition of the
Slave Trade, and having, each in their respective Dominions,
prohibited without restriction their Colonies and Subjects from
taking any part whatever in this Traffic, engage to renew
conjointly their efforts, with the view of securing final
success to those principles which they proclaimed in the
Declaration of the 4th February, 1815, and of concerting,
without loss of time, through their Ministers at the Courts of
London and of Paris, the most effectual measures for the entire
and definitive abolition of a Commerce so odious, and so
strongly condemned by the laws of religion and of nature.”1429

Treaties further restricting the trade continued to be made by
Great Britain: Spain abolished the trade north of the equator
in 1817,1430 and promised entire abolition in 1820; Spain,
Portugal, and Holland also granted a mutual limited Right of
Search to England, and joined in establishing mixed courts.1431

The effort, however, to secure a general declaration of the
powers urging, if not compelling, the abolition of the trade in
1820, as well as the attempt to secure a qualified international
Right of Visit, failed, although both propositions were strongly
urged by England at the Conference of 1818.1432

1427. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1815-6, pages 939-75
1428. AMERICAN STATE PAPERS, FOREIGN, III. No. 271, pages 735-48; U.S. TREATIES AND CONVENTIONS (edition of 1889), page 
405.
1429. This was inserted in the Treaty of Paris, November 20, 1815: BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1815-6, page 292.
1430. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1816-7, pages 33-74 (English version, 1823-4, page 702 ff.).
1431. Cf. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1817-8, page 125 ff.
1432. This was the first meeting of the London ministers of the powers according to agreement; they assembled December 4, 1817, 
and finally called a meeting of plenipotentiaries on the question of suppression at Aix-la-Chapelle, beginning October 24, 1818. 
Among those present were Metternich, Richelieu, Wellington, Castlereagh, Hardenberg, Bernstorff, Nesselrode, and Capodistrias. 
Castlereagh made two propositions: 1. That the five powers join in urging Portugal and Brazil to abolish the trade May 20, 1820; 2. 
That the powers adopt the principle of a mutual qualified Right of Search. Cf. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1818-9, pages 
21-88; AMERICAN STATE PAPERS, FOREIGN, V. No. 346, pages 113-122.

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY

HDT WHAT? INDEX
Although a British-inspired agreement allegedly ended the Spanish slave trade, with Spain accepting £400,000 

in compensation to abandon its slaveships (“negreros”), after the agreement slaves would be being brought 
into Cuba, Puerto Rico, and Santo Domingo in even greater numbers than before. The slaves would merely be 
brought illicitly aboard ships of other nations! What a tremendous improvement in human dignity and 
decency!

Date Slave-trade Abolished by

1802 Denmark

1807 Great Britain; United States

1813 Sweden

1814 Netherlands

1815 Portugal (north of the equator)

1817 Spain (north of the equator)

1818 France

1820 Spain

1829 Brazil (?)

1830 Portugal

Date Right of Search
Treaty with

Great Britain,
made by

Arrangements
for Joint

Cruising with
Great Britain,

made by

1817 Portugal; Spain

1818 Netherlands

1824 Sweden

1831-33 France

1833-39 Denmark, Hanse Towns, etc.

1841 Quintuple Treaty
(Austria, Russia, Prussia)

1842 United States

1844 Texas

1845 Belgium France

1862 United States
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 November 12, Wednesday: Baha’Ullah (Mirza Husayn Ali), who would found the Baha’i faith, was born.

Within a month of his arrival in Lexington, Kentucky, Anton Philipp Heinrich directed a concert of music by 
notable composers including Mozart, Haydn, and Ludwig van Beethoven. Heinrich also performed solo music 
for violin.

In Newport, Rhode Island, a Quaker died who had in 1756 at the age of 26 been half owner of a negrero (the 
sloop Dolphin) that was trading slaves to Barbados. A considerable number of the town’s black citizens 
attended this funeral to make manifest their respect for this man –Thomas Robinson– who had for so many 
years been attempting to atone for this error of his youth. Here is the record made by Friend Stephen Wanton 
Gould:

4th day 12th of 11th M 1817 / This Afternoon attended the funeral 
Of our Ancient friend Thomas Robinson he Died about 3 OC on 2nd 
day [Monday] morning the 10th inst In the 87 Year of his Age
He has long been a very useful man to the community at large & 
also in our society - His venreable appearance in his walks in 
life inspired respect from those who were his enemies, & of those 
he had many particularly from the zealous & active part which 
he took in the Abolition of the slave trade & against men 
concerned in the Slave trade he took a decided & active part so 
far as they were concerned in that trade, by doing all in his 
power to relive [relieve] the Suffering of the African race, 
he was for many Years the strong friend of the Negro a 
considerable number of whom manifested their respect by 
attending his funeral He was also a useful & active member of 
our society as the minutes of the Monthly Meeting for a long 
number of Years will testify his natural talents were such as 
renderd his services peculiarly necessary in difficult & 
intricate cases -
I remember once while I was an apprentice, being at his house 
on an errand, he particularly noticed me & addressed me in a 
feeling manner with much good & pertinent advice, which I have 
many times recur’d to & have no doubt it has been a means of 
preservation - he was a man of midling height with a quick & 
penetrating eye, his habit very thin being often reduced with 
the Ashma [asthma] - I have his appearance as he walked the 
Street full in my minds eye tho’ for a number of Years he has 
been confind to home by age & infirmity, he wore a old brown 
Wig, walked slow, & with a measured Step with a cane in his hand. 
— his house was for Years the principle lodging of most of the 
Public friends who happened here & at the Yearly Meeting no 
friend in town entertained more than he did, & tho’ he has been 
out of circulation for some years past he continued to do acts 
of Benevolence as long as he lived both in a pecuniary way & by 
skilfull advice to such as were in difficult circumstances - I 
have often seen his venerable countenance Strike an Awe on such 
as were [pert?] & irreverant both in private companies & some 
public Assemblies.

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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 November 19, Wednesday: By order of King Louis XVIII, Gaspare Spontini became a naturalized citizen of 
France.

The negrero Tentativa was intercepted and found to have aboard it a cargo of 128 slaves, and was brought into 
the harbor of Savannah, Georgia (HOUSE DOCUMENT, 15th Congress, 1st session II, No. 12, page 38; HOUSE 
REPORTS, 21st Congress, 1st session III, No. 348, page 81; refer to FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE 
TRADE, 1824, pages 44-7).

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: The United States cruisers succeeded now
and then in capturing a slaver, like the “Eugene,” which was
taken when within four miles of the New Orleans bar.1433

President Madison again, in 1816, urged Congress to act on
account of the “violations and evasions which, it is suggested,
are chargeable on unworthy citizens, who mingle in the slave
trade under foreign flags, and with foreign ports; and by
collusive importations of slaves into the United States, through
adjoining ports and territories.”1434 The executive was
continually in receipt of ample evidence of this illicit trade
and of the helplessness of officers of the law. In 1817 it was
reported to the Secretary of the Navy that most of the goods
carried to Galveston were brought into the United States; “the
more valuable, and the slaves are smuggled in through the
numerous inlets to the westward, where the people are but too
much disposed to render them every possible assistance. Several
hundred slaves are now at Galveston, and persons have gone from
New-Orleans to purchase them. Every exertion will be made to

1433. HOUSE DOCUMENT, 15th Congress 1st session, II. No. 12, pages 22, 38. This slaver was after capture sent to New Orleans, 
— an illustration of the irony of the Act of 1807.
1434. HOUSE JOURNAL, 14th Congress 2d session, page 15.

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
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intercept them, but I have little hopes of success.”1435 Similar
letters from naval officers and collectors showed that a system
of slave piracy had arisen since the war, and that at Galveston
there was an establishment of organized brigands, who did not
go to the trouble of sailing to Africa for their slaves, but
simply captured slavers and sold their cargoes into the United
States. This Galveston nest had, in 1817, eleven armed vessels
to prosecute the work, and “the most shameful violations of the
slave act, as well as our revenue laws, continue to be
practised.”1436 Cargoes of as many as three hundred slaves were
arriving in Texas. All this took place under Aury, the buccaneer
governor; and when he removed to Amelia Island in 1817 with the
McGregor raid, the illicit traffic in slaves, which had been
going on there for years,1437 took an impulse that brought it
even to the somewhat deaf ears of Collector Bullock. He
reported, May 22, 1817: “I have just received information from
a source on which I can implicitly rely, that it has already
become the practice to introduce into the state of Georgia,
across the St. Mary’s River, from Amelia Island, East Florida,
Africans, who have been carried into the Port of Fernandina,
subsequent to the capture of it by the Patriot army now in
possession of it ...; were the legislature to pass an act giving
compensation in some manner to informers, it would have a
tendency in a great degree to prevent the practice; as the thing
now is, no citizen will take the trouble of searching for and
detecting the slaves. I further understand, that the evil will
not be confined altogether to Africans, but will be extended to
the worst class of West India slaves.”1438

Undoubtedly, the injury done by these pirates to the regular
slave-trading interests was largely instrumental in
exterminating them. Late in 1817 United States troops seized
Amelia Island, and President Monroe felicitated Congress and the
country upon escaping the “annoyance and injury” of this illicit
trade.1439 The trade, however, seems to have continued, as is
shown by such letters as the following, written three and a half
months later: — 

PORT OF DARIEN, March 14, 1818.
... It is a painful duty, sir, to express to you, that I am in
possession of undoubted information, that African and West India
negroes are almost daily illicitly introduced into Georgia, for
sale or settlement, or passing through it to the territories of
the United States for similar purposes; these facts are
notorious; and it is not unusual to see such negroes in the
streets of St. Mary’s, and such too, recently captured by our

1435. HOUSE DOCUMENT, 16th Congress 1st session, III. No. 36, page 5.
1436. HOUSE DOCUMENT, 15th Congress 1st session, II. No. 12, pages 8-14. See Chew’s letter of Oct. 17, 1817: HOUSE DOCUMENT, 
15th Congress 1st session, II. No. 12, pages 14-16.
1437. By the secret Joint Resolution and Act of 1811 (STATUTES AT LARGE, III. 471), Congress gave the President power to suppress 
the Amelia Island establishment, which was then notorious. The capture was not accomplished until 1817.
1438. HOUSE DOCUMENT, 16th Congress 1st session, III. No. 42, pages 10-11. Cf. Report of the House Committee, Jan. 10, 1818: 
“It is but too notorious that numerous infractions of the law prohibiting the importation of slaves into the United States have been 
perpetrated with impunity upon our southern frontier.” AMERICAN STATE PAPERS, MISCELLANEOUS, II. No. 441.
1439. Special message of Jan. 13, 1818: HOUSE JOURNAL, 15th Congress 1st session, pages 137-9.
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vessels of war, and ordered to Savannah, were illegally bartered
by hundreds in that city, for this bartering or bonding (as it is
called, but in reality selling,) actually took place before any
decision had [been] passed by the court respecting them. I
cannot but again express to you, sir, that these irregularities
and mocking of the laws, by men who understand them, and who,
it was presumed, would have respected them, are such, that it
requires the immediate interposition of Congress to effect a
suppression of this traffic; for, as things are, should a
faithful officer of the government apprehend such negroes, to
avoid the penalties imposed by the laws, the proprietors
disclaim them, and some agent of the executive demands a
delivery of the same to him, who may employ them as he pleases,
or effect a sale by way of a bond, for the restoration of the
negroes when legally called on so to do; which bond, it is
understood, is to be forfeited, as the amount of the bond is so much
less than the value of the property.... There are many negroes
... recently introduced into this state and the Alabama
territory, and which can be apprehended. The undertaking would
be great; but to be sensible that we shall possess your
approbation, and that we are carrying the views and wishes of
the government into execution, is all we wish, and it shall be
done, independent of every personal consideration.
I have, etc.1440

This “approbation” failed to come to the zealous collector, and
on the 5th of July he wrote that, “not being favored with a
reply,” he has been obliged to deliver over to the governor’s
agents ninety-one illegally imported Negroes.1441 Reports from
other districts corroborate this testimony. The collector at
Mobile writes of strange proceedings on the part of the
courts.1442 General D.B. Mitchell, ex-governor of Georgia and
United States Indian agent, after an investigation in 1821 by
Attorney-General Wirt, was found “guilty of having prostituted
his power, as agent for Indian affairs at the Creek agency, to
the purpose of aiding and assisting in a conscious breach of the
act of Congress of 1807, in prohibition of the slave trade — and
this from mercenary motives.”1443 The indefatigable Collector
Chew of New Orleans wrote to Washington that, “to put a stop to
that traffic, a naval force suitable to those waters is
indispensable,” and that “vast numbers of slaves will be
introduced to an alarming extent, unless prompt and effectual
measures are adopted by the general government.”1444 Other
collectors continually reported infractions, complaining that
they could get no assistance from the citizens,1445 or
plaintively asking the services of “one small cutter.”1446

1440. Collector McIntosh, of the District of Brunswick, Ga., to the Secretary of the Treasury. HOUSE DOCUMENT, 16th Congress 
1st session, III. No. 42, pages 8-9.
1441. HOUSE DOCUMENT, 16th Congress 1st session, III. No. 42, pages 6-7.
1442. HOUSE DOCUMENT, 16th Congress 1st session, III. No. 42, pages 11-12.
1443. AMERICAN STATE PAPERS, MISCELLANEOUS, II. No. 529.
1444. HOUSE DOCUMENT, 16th Congress 1st session, III. No. 42, page 7.
1445. HOUSE DOCUMENT, 16th Congress 1st session, III. No. 42, page 6.
1446. HOUSE REPORTS, 21st Congress 1st session, III. No. 348, page 82.
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Meantime, what was the response of the government to such
representations, and what efforts were made to enforce the act?
A few unsystematic and spasmodic attempts are recorded. In 1811
some special instructions were sent out,1447 and the President
was authorized to seize Amelia Island.1448 Then came the war; and
as late as November 15, 1818, in spite of the complaints of
collectors, we find no revenue cutter on the Gulf coast.1449

During the years 1817 and 18181450 some cruisers went there
irregularly, but they were too large to be effective; and the
partial suppression of the Amelia Island pirates was all that
was accomplished. On the whole, the efforts of the government
lacked plan, energy, and often sincerity. Some captures of
slavers were made;1451 but, as the collector at Mobile wrote,
anent certain cases, “this was owing rather to accident, than
any well-timed arrangement.” He adds: “from the Chandalier
Islands to the Perdido river, including the coast, and numerous
other islands, we have only a small boat, with four men and an
inspector, to oppose to the whole confederacy of smugglers and
pirates.”1452

To cap the climax, the government officials were so negligent
that Secretary Crawford, in 1820, confessed to Congress that “it
appears, from an examination of the records of this office, that
no particular instructions have ever been given, by the
Secretary of the Treasury, under the original or supplementary
acts prohibiting the introduction of slaves into the United
States.”1453 Beside this inactivity, the government was
criminally negligent in not prosecuting and punishing offenders
when captured. Urgent appeals for instruction from prosecuting
attorneys were too often received in official silence;
complaints as to the violation of law by State officers went
unheeded;1454 informers were unprotected and sometimes driven
from home.1455 Indeed, the most severe comment on the whole
period is the report, January 7, 1819, of the Register of the
Treasury, who, after the wholesale and open violation of the Act
of 1807, reported, in response to a request from the House, “that
it doth not appear, from an examination of the records of this
office, and particularly of the accounts (to the date of their
last settlement) of the collectors of the customs, and of the
several marshals of the United States, that any forfeitures had
been incurred under the said act.”1456

1447. They were not general instructions, but were directed to Commander Campbell. Cf. HOUSE DOCUMENT, 15th Congress 2d 
session, IV. No. 84, pages 5-6.
1448. STATUTES AT LARGE, III. 471 ff.
1449. HOUSE DOCUMENT, 15th Congress 2d session, VI. No. 107, pages 8-9.
1450. HOUSE DOCUMENT, 15th Congress 2d session, IV. No. 84. Cf. Chew’s letters in HOUSE REPORTS, 21st Congress 1st session, 
III. No. 348.
1451. HOUSE DOCUMENT, 15th Congress 1st session, II. No. 12, pages 22, 38; 15th Congress 2d session, VI. No. 100, page 13; 16th 
Congress 1st session, III. No. 42, page 9, etc.; HOUSE REPORTS, 21st Congress 1st session, III. No. 348, page 85.
1452. HOUSE DOCUMENT, 15th Congress 2d session, VI. No. 107, pages 8-9.
1453. HOUSE REPORTS, 21st Congress 1st session, III. No. 348, page 77.
1454. Cf. HOUSE DOCUMENT, 16th Congress 1st session, III. No. 42, page 11: “The Grand Jury found true bills against the owners 
of the vessels, masters, and a supercargo — all of whom are discharged; why or wherefore I cannot say, except that it could not be 
for want of proof against them.”
1455. E.g., in July, 1818, one informer “will have to leave that part of the country to save his life”: HOUSE DOCUMENT, 15th 
Congress 2d session, VI. No. 100, page 9.
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 December 2, Tuesday: President James Monroe sent a message to the federal Congress in regard to Amelia 
Island on the Atlantic coast of Florida, etc.

“A just regard for the rights and interests of the United States
required that they [i.e., the Amelia Island and Galveston
pirates] should be suppressed, and orders have been accordingly
issued to that effect. The imperious considerations which
produced this measure will be explained to the parties whom it
may, in any degree, concern.” HOUSE JOURNAL, 15th Congress, 1st
session, page 11.

 December 15, Monday: Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: “
Message from the President ... communicating Information of the Proceeding of certain Persons who took 
Possession of Amelia Island and of Galvezton, [sic] during the Summer of the Present Year, and made 
Establishments there.” –HOUSE DOCUMENT, 15 Cong. 1 sess. II. No. 12. (Contains much evidence of illicit 
traffic.)

 December 19, Friday: The government of Georgia acted to dispose of negroes, mulattoes, and persons of 
color who had been imported as slaves in defiance of the federal law of 1808 outlawing the international slave 
trade.

§ 1. The governor by agent shall receive such Negroes, and,

§ 2. sell them, or,

§ 3. give them to the Colonization Society to be transported,
on condition that the Society reimburse the State for all
expense, and transport them at their own cost. Prince, DIGEST,
page 793.

We notice immediately, of course, that these victims were being treated as disposable people.
We notice, immediately, that the law against the slave trade had not been enacted for their benefit, but for the 
benefit of the white people who were being oppressed by the presence of these black victims.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: The dozen or more propositions on the
question of the disposal of illegally imported Africans may be
divided into two chief heads, representing two radically opposed
parties: 1. That illegally imported Africans be free, although
they might be indentured for a term of years or removed from the
country. 2. That such Africans be sold as slaves.1457 The
arguments on these two propositions, which were many and far-
reaching, may be roughly divided into three classes, political,
constitutional, and moral.
The political argument, reduced to its lowest terms, ran thus:
those wishing to free the Negroes illegally imported declared
that to enslave them would be to perpetrate the very evil which
the law was designed to stop. “By the same law,” they said, “we
condemn the man-stealer and become the receivers of his stolen

1456. Joseph Nourse, Register of the Treasury, to Hon. W.H. Crawford, Secretary of the Treasury: HOUSE DOCUMENT, 15th 
Congress 2d session, VI. No. 107, page 5.

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY

HDT WHAT? INDEX
goods. We punish the criminal, and then step into his place, and
complete the crime.”1458 They said that the objection to free
Negroes was no valid excuse; for if the Southern people really
feared this class, they would consent to the imposing of such
penalties on illicit traffic as would stop the importation of a
single slave.1459 Moreover, “forfeiture” and sale of the Negroes
implied a property right in them which did not exist.1460 Waiving
this technical point, and allowing them to be “forfeited” to the
government, then the government should either immediately set
them free, or, at the most, indenture them for a term of years;
otherwise, the law would be an encouragement to violators. “It
certainly will be,” said they, “if the importer can find means
to evade the penalty of the act; for there he has all the
advantage of a market enhanced by our ineffectual attempt to
prohibit.”1461 They claimed that even the indenturing of the
ignorant barbarian for life was better than slavery; and Sloan
declared that the Northern States would receive the freed
Negroes willingly rather than have them enslaved.1462

The argument of those who insisted that the Negroes should be
sold was tersely put by Macon: “In adopting our measures on this
subject, we must pass such a law as can be executed.”1463 Early
expanded this: “It is a principle in legislation, as correct as
any which has ever prevailed, that to give effect to laws you
must not make them repugnant to the passions and wishes of the
people among whom they are to operate. How then, in this
instance, stands the fact? Do not gentlemen from every quarter
of the Union prove, on the discussion of every question that has

1457. There were at least twelve distinct propositions as to the disposal of the Africans imported: — 
1. That they be forfeited and sold by the United States at auction (Early’s bill, reported Dec. 15: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th 
Congress 2d session, pages 167-8).
2. That they be forfeited and left to the disposal of the States (proposed by Bidwell and Early: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 
2d session, pages 181, 221, 477. This was the final settlement.)
3. That they be forfeited and sold, and that the proceeds go to charities, education, or internal improvements (Early, Holland, and 
Masters: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 273).
4. That they be forfeited and indentured for life (Alston and Bidwell: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, pages 170-1).
5. That they be forfeited and indentured for 7, 8, or 10 years (Pitkin: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 186).
6. That they be forfeited and given into the custody of the President, and by him indentured in free States for a term of years (bill 
reported from the Senate Jan. 28: HOUSE JOURNAL (reprinted 1826), 9th Congress 2d session, V. 575; ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th 
Congress 2d session, page 477. Cf. also ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 272).
7. That the Secretary of the Treasury dispose of them, at his discretion, in service (Quincy: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 
2d session, page 183).
8. That those imported into slave States be returned to Africa or bound out in free States (Sloan: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th 
Congress 2d session, page 254).
9. That all be sent back to Africa (Smilie: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 176).
10. That those imported into free States be free, those imported into slave States be returned to Africa or indentured (Sloan: ANNALS 
OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 226).
11. That they be forfeited but not sold (Sloan and others: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 270).
12. That they be free (Sloan: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 168; Bidwell: HOUSE JOURNAL (reprinted 1826), 
9th Congress 2d session, V. 515).
1458. Bidwell, Cook, and others: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 201.
1459. Bidwell: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 172.
1460. Fisk: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, pages 224-5; Bidwell: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d 
session, page 221.
1461. Quincy: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 184.
1462. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 478; Bidwell: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 
171.
1463. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 172.

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY

HDT WHAT? INDEX
ever arisen in the House, having the most remote bearing on the
giving freedom to the Africans in the bosom of our country, that
it has excited the deepest sensibility in the breasts of those
where slavery exists? And why is this so? It is, because those
who, from experience, know the extent of the evil, believe that
the most formidable aspect in which it can present itself, is
by making these people free among them. Yes, sir, though slavery
is an evil, regretted by every man in the country, to have among
us in any considerable quantity persons of this description, is
an evil far greater than slavery itself. Does any gentleman want
proof of this? I answer that all proof is useless; no fact can
be more notorious. With this belief on the minds of the people
where slavery exists, and where the importation will take place,
if at all, we are about to turn loose in a state of freedom all
persons brought in after the passage of this law. I ask gentlemen
to reflect and say whether such a law, opposed to the ideas, the
passions, the views, and the affections of the people of the
Southern States, can be executed? I tell them, no; it is
impossible — why? Because no man will inform — why? Because to
inform will be to lead to an evil which will be deemed greater
than the offence of which information is given, because it will
be opposed to the principle of self-preservation, and to the
love of family. No, no man will be disposed to jeopard his life,
and the lives of his countrymen. And if no one dare inform, the
whole authority of the Government cannot carry the law into
effect. The whole people will rise up against it. Why? Because
to enforce it would be to turn loose, in the bosom of the
country, firebrands that would consume them.”1464

This was the more tragic form of the argument; it also had a
mercenary side, which was presented with equal emphasis. It was
repeatedly said that the only way to enforce the law was to play
off individual interests against each other. The profit from the
sale of illegally imported Negroes was declared to be the only
sufficient “inducement to give information of their
importation.”1465 “Give up the idea of forfeiture, and I
challenge the gentleman to invent fines, penalties, or
punishments of any sort, sufficient to restrain the slave
trade.”1466 If such Negroes be freed, “I tell you that slaves
will continue to be imported as heretofore.... You cannot get
hold of the ships employed in this traffic. Besides, slaves will
be brought into Georgia from East Florida. They will be brought
into the Mississippi Territory from the bay of Mobile. You
cannot inflict any other penalty, or devise any other adequate
means of prevention, than a forfeiture of the Africans in whose
possession they may be found after importation.”1467 Then, too,
when foreigners smuggled in Negroes, “who then ... could be
operated on, but the purchasers? There was the rub — it was their
interest alone which, by being operated on, would produce a
check. Snap their purse-strings, break open their strong box,
deprive them of their slaves, and by destroying the temptation

1464. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, pages 173-4.
1465. Alston: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 170.
1466. D.R. Williams: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 183.
1467. Early: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, pages 184-5.
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to buy, you put an end to the trade, ... nothing short of a
forfeiture of the slave would afford an effectual remedy.”1468

Again, it was argued that it was impossible to prevent imported
Negroes from becoming slaves, or, what was just as bad, from
being sold as vagabonds or indentured for life.1469 Even our own
laws, it was said, recognize the title of the African slave
factor in the transported Negroes; and if the importer have no
title, why do we legislate? Why not let the African immigrant
alone to get on as he may, just as we do the Irish immigrant?1470

If he should be returned to Africa, his home could not be found,
and he would in all probability be sold into slavery again.1471

The constitutional argument was not urged as seriously as the
foregoing; but it had a considerable place. On the one hand, it
was urged that if the Negroes were forfeited, they were
forfeited to the United States government, which could dispose
of them as it saw fit;1472 on the other hand, it was said that
the United States, as owner, was subject to State laws, and could
not free the Negroes contrary to such laws.1473 Some alleged that
the freeing of such Negroes struck at the title to all slave
property;1474 others thought that, as property in slaves was not
recognized in the Constitution, it could not be in a statute.1475

The question also arose as to the source of the power of Congress
over the slave-trade. Southern men derived it from the clause
on commerce, and declared that it exceeded the power of Congress
to declare Negroes imported into a slave State, free, against
the laws of that State; that Congress could not determine what
should or should not be property in a State.1476 Northern men
replied that, according to this principle, forfeiture and sale
in Massachusetts would be illegal; that the power of Congress
over the trade was derived from the restraining clause, as a
non-existent power could not be restrained; and that the United
States could act under her general powers as executor of the Law
of Nations.1477

The moral argument as to the disposal of illegally imported
Negroes was interlarded with all the others. On the one side,
it began with the “Rights of Man,” and descended to a stickling
for the decent appearance of the statute-book; on the other
side, it began with the uplifting of the heathen, and descended
to a denial of the applicability of moral principles to the
question. Said Holland of North Carolina: “It is admitted that
the condition of the slaves in the Southern States is much

1468. Lloyd, Early, and others: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 203.
1469. Alston: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 170.
1470. Quincy: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 222; Macon: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, 
page 225.
1471. Macon: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 177.
1472. Barker: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 171; Bidwell: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, 
page 172.
1473. Clay, Alston, and Early: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 266.
1474. Clay, Alston, and Early: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 266.
1475. Bidwell: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 221.
1476. Sloan and others: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 271; Early and Alston: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th 
Congress 2d session, pages 168, 171.
1477. Ely, Bidwell, and others: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, pages 179, 181, 271; Smilie and Findley: ANNALS 
OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, pages 225, 226.
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superior to that of those in Africa. Who, then, will say that
the trade is immoral?”1478 But, in fact, “morality has nothing
to do with this traffic,”1479 for, as Joseph Clay declared, “it
must appear to every man of common sense, that the question could
be considered in a commercial point of view only.”1480 The other
side declared that, “by the laws of God and man,” these captured
Negroes are “entitled to their freedom as clearly and absolutely
as we are;”1481 nevertheless, some were willing to leave them to
the tender mercies of the slave States, so long as the statute-
book was disgraced by no explicit recognition of slavery.1482

Such arguments brought some sharp sarcasm on those who seemed
anxious “to legislate for the honor and glory of the statute
book;”1483 some desired “to know what honor you will derive from
a law that will be broken every day of your lives.”1484 They would
rather boldly sell the Negroes and turn the proceeds over to
charity.
The final settlement of the question was as follows: — 

“SECTION 4.... And neither the importer, nor any person
or persons claiming from or under him, shall hold any
right or title whatsoever to any negro, mulatto, or
person of color, nor to the service or labor thereof,
who may be imported or brought within the United States,
or territories thereof, in violation of this law, but
the same shall remain subject to any regulations not
contravening the provisions of this act, which the
Legislatures of the several States or Territories at any
time hereafter may make, for disposing of any such
negro, mulatto, or person of color.”1485

1478. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 240. Cf. Lloyd: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 
236.
1479. Holland: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 241.
1480. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 227; Macon: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 
225.
1481. Bidwell, Cook, and others: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 201.
1482. Bidwell: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 221. Cf. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, 
page 202.
1483. Early: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 239.
1484. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session
1485. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 1267.
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 Holland and France resolved to abandon the international slave trade.

1818

Date Slave-trade Abolished by

1802 Denmark

1807 Great Britain; United States

1813 Sweden

1814 Netherlands

1815 Portugal (north of the equator)

1817 Spain (north of the equator)

1818 France

1820 Spain

1829 Brazil (?)

1830 Portugal

THE MIDDLE PASSAGE
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Collector Chew reported to the Secretary of the Treasury that during this year he became aware of 3 schooners 
that unloaded slaves in Louisiana ports (HOUSE REPORTS, 21st Congress, 1st session III, No. 348, page 70).

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: The United States cruisers succeeded now
and then in capturing a slaver, like the “Eugene,” which was
taken when within four miles of the New Orleans bar.1486

President Madison again, in 1816, urged Congress to act on
account of the “violations and evasions which, it is suggested,
are chargeable on unworthy citizens, who mingle in the slave
trade under foreign flags, and with foreign ports; and by
collusive importations of slaves into the United States, through
adjoining ports and territories.”1487 The executive was
continually in receipt of ample evidence of this illicit trade
and of the helplessness of officers of the law. In 1817 it was
reported to the Secretary of the Navy that most of the goods
carried to Galveston were brought into the United States; “the
more valuable, and the slaves are smuggled in through the
numerous inlets to the westward, where the people are but too
much disposed to render them every possible assistance. Several
hundred slaves are now at Galveston, and persons have gone from
New-Orleans to purchase them. Every exertion will be made to
intercept them, but I have little hopes of success.”1488 Similar
letters from naval officers and collectors showed that a system

Date Right of Search
Treaty with

Great Britain,
made by

Arrangements
for Joint

Cruising with
Great Britain,

made by

1817 Portugal; Spain

1818 Netherlands

1824 Sweden

1831-33 France

1833-39 Denmark, Hanse Towns, etc.

1841 Quintuple Treaty
(Austria, Russia, Prussia)

1842 United States

1844 Texas

1845 Belgium France

1862 United States

1486. HOUSE DOCUMENT, 15th Congress 1st session, II. No. 12, pages 22, 38. This slaver was after capture sent to New Orleans, 
— an illustration of the irony of the Act of 1807.
1487. HOUSE JOURNAL, 14th Congress 2d session, page 15.
1488. HOUSE DOCUMENT, 16th Congress 1st session, III. No. 36, page 5.
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of slave piracy had arisen since the war, and that at Galveston
there was an establishment of organized brigands, who did not
go to the trouble of sailing to Africa for their slaves, but
simply captured slavers and sold their cargoes into the United
States. This Galveston nest had, in 1817, eleven armed vessels
to prosecute the work, and “the most shameful violations of the
slave act, as well as our revenue laws, continue to be
practised.”1489 Cargoes of as many as three hundred slaves were
arriving in Texas. All this took place under Aury, the buccaneer
governor; and when he removed to Amelia Island in 1817 with the
McGregor raid, the illicit traffic in slaves, which had been
going on there for years,1490 took an impulse that brought it
even to the somewhat deaf ears of Collector Bullock. He
reported, May 22, 1817: “I have just received information from
a source on which I can implicitly rely, that it has already
become the practice to introduce into the state of Georgia,
across the St. Mary’s River, from Amelia Island, East Florida,
Africans, who have been carried into the Port of Fernandina,
subsequent to the capture of it by the Patriot army now in
possession of it ...; were the legislature to pass an act giving
compensation in some manner to informers, it would have a
tendency in a great degree to prevent the practice; as the thing
now is, no citizen will take the trouble of searching for and
detecting the slaves. I further understand, that the evil will
not be confined altogether to Africans, but will be extended to
the worst class of West India slaves.”1491

Undoubtedly, the injury done by these pirates to the regular
slave-trading interests was largely instrumental in
exterminating them. Late in 1817 United States troops seized
Amelia Island, and President Monroe felicitated Congress and the
country upon escaping the “annoyance and injury” of this illicit
trade.1492 The trade, however, seems to have continued, as is
shown by such letters as the following, written three and a half
months later: — 

PORT OF DARIEN, March 14, 1818.
... It is a painful duty, sir, to express to you, that I am in
possession of undoubted information, that African and West India
negroes are almost daily illicitly introduced into Georgia, for
sale or settlement, or passing through it to the territories of
the United States for similar purposes; these facts are
notorious; and it is not unusual to see such negroes in the
streets of St. Mary’s, and such too, recently captured by our
vessels of war, and ordered to Savannah, were illegally bartered
by hundreds in that city, for this bartering or bonding (as it is
called, but in reality selling,) actually took place before any

1489. HOUSE DOCUMENT, 15th Congress 1st session, II. No. 12, pages 8-14. See Chew’s letter of Oct. 17, 1817: HOUSE DOCUMENT, 
15th Congress 1st session, II. No. 12, pages 14-16.
1490. By the secret Joint Resolution and Act of 1811 (STATUTES AT LARGE, III. 471), Congress gave the President power to suppress 
the Amelia Island establishment, which was then notorious. The capture was not accomplished until 1817.
1491. HOUSE DOCUMENT, 16th Congress 1st session, III. No. 42, pages 10-11. Cf. Report of the House Committee, Jan. 10, 1818: 
“It is but too notorious that numerous infractions of the law prohibiting the importation of slaves into the United States have been 
perpetrated with impunity upon our southern frontier.” AMERICAN STATE PAPERS, MISCELLANEOUS, II. No. 441.
1492. Special message of Jan. 13, 1818: HOUSE JOURNAL, 15th Congress 1st session, pages 137-9.
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decision had [been] passed by the court respecting them. I
cannot but again express to you, sir, that these irregularities
and mocking of the laws, by men who understand them, and who,
it was presumed, would have respected them, are such, that it
requires the immediate interposition of Congress to effect a
suppression of this traffic; for, as things are, should a
faithful officer of the government apprehend such negroes, to
avoid the penalties imposed by the laws, the proprietors
disclaim them, and some agent of the executive demands a
delivery of the same to him, who may employ them as he pleases,
or effect a sale by way of a bond, for the restoration of the
negroes when legally called on so to do; which bond, it is
understood, is to be forfeited, as the amount of the bond is so much
less than the value of the property.... There are many negroes
... recently introduced into this state and the Alabama
territory, and which can be apprehended. The undertaking would
be great; but to be sensible that we shall possess your
approbation, and that we are carrying the views and wishes of
the government into execution, is all we wish, and it shall be
done, independent of every personal consideration.
I have, etc.1493

This “approbation” failed to come to the zealous collector, and
on the 5th of July he wrote that, “not being favored with a
reply,” he has been obliged to deliver over to the governor’s
agents ninety-one illegally imported Negroes.1494 Reports from
other districts corroborate this testimony. The collector at
Mobile writes of strange proceedings on the part of the
courts.1495 General D.B. Mitchell, ex-governor of Georgia and
United States Indian agent, after an investigation in 1821 by
Attorney-General Wirt, was found “guilty of having prostituted
his power, as agent for Indian affairs at the Creek agency, to
the purpose of aiding and assisting in a conscious breach of the
act of Congress of 1807, in prohibition of the slave trade — and
this from mercenary motives.”1496 The indefatigable Collector
Chew of New Orleans wrote to Washington that, “to put a stop to
that traffic, a naval force suitable to those waters is
indispensable,” and that “vast numbers of slaves will be
introduced to an alarming extent, unless prompt and effectual
measures are adopted by the general government.”1497 Other
collectors continually reported infractions, complaining that
they could get no assistance from the citizens,1498 or
plaintively asking the services of “one small cutter.”1499

Meantime, what was the response of the government to such
representations, and what efforts were made to enforce the act?
A few unsystematic and spasmodic attempts are recorded. In 1811

1493. Collector McIntosh, of the District of Brunswick, Ga., to the Secretary of the Treasury. HOUSE DOCUMENT, 16th Congress 
1st session, III. No. 42, pages 8-9.
1494. HOUSE DOCUMENT, 16th Congress 1st session, III. No. 42, pages 6-7.
1495. HOUSE DOCUMENT, 16th Congress 1st session, III. No. 42, pages 11-12.
1496. AMERICAN STATE PAPERS, MISCELLANEOUS, II. No. 529.
1497. HOUSE DOCUMENT, 16th Congress 1st session, III. No. 42, page 7.
1498. HOUSE DOCUMENT, 16th Congress 1st session, III. No. 42, page 6.
1499. HOUSE REPORTS, 21st Congress 1st session, III. No. 348, page 82.
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some special instructions were sent out,1500 and the President
was authorized to seize Amelia Island.1501 Then came the war; and
as late as November 15, 1818, in spite of the complaints of
collectors, we find no revenue cutter on the Gulf coast.1502

During the years 1817 and 18181503 some cruisers went there
irregularly, but they were too large to be effective; and the
partial suppression of the Amelia Island pirates was all that
was accomplished. On the whole, the efforts of the government
lacked plan, energy, and often sincerity. Some captures of
slavers were made;1504 but, as the collector at Mobile wrote,
anent certain cases, “this was owing rather to accident, than
any well-timed arrangement.” He adds: “from the Chandalier
Islands to the Perdido river, including the coast, and numerous
other islands, we have only a small boat, with four men and an
inspector, to oppose to the whole confederacy of smugglers and
pirates.”1505

To cap the climax, the government officials were so negligent
that Secretary Crawford, in 1820, confessed to Congress that “it
appears, from an examination of the records of this office, that
no particular instructions have ever been given, by the
Secretary of the Treasury, under the original or supplementary
acts prohibiting the introduction of slaves into the United
States.”1506 Beside this inactivity, the government was
criminally negligent in not prosecuting and punishing offenders
when captured. Urgent appeals for instruction from prosecuting
attorneys were too often received in official silence;
complaints as to the violation of law by State officers went
unheeded;1507 informers were unprotected and sometimes driven
from home.1508 Indeed, the most severe comment on the whole
period is the report, January 7, 1819, of the Register of the
Treasury, who, after the wholesale and open violation of the Act
of 1807, reported, in response to a request from the House, “that
it doth not appear, from an examination of the records of this
office, and particularly of the accounts (to the date of their
last settlement) of the collectors of the customs, and of the
several marshals of the United States, that any forfeitures had
been incurred under the said act.”1509

1500. They were not general instructions, but were directed to Commander Campbell. Cf. HOUSE DOCUMENT, 15th Congress 2d 
session, IV. No. 84, pages 5-6.
1501. STATUTES AT LARGE, III. 471 ff.
1502. HOUSE DOCUMENT, 15th Congress 2d session, VI. No. 107, pages 8-9.
1503. HOUSE DOCUMENT, 15th Congress 2d session, IV. No. 84. Cf. Chew’s letters in HOUSE REPORTS, 21st Congress 1st session, 
III. No. 348.
1504. HOUSE DOCUMENT, 15th Congress 1st session, II. No. 12, pages 22, 38; 15th Congress 2d session, VI. No. 100, page 13; 16th 
Congress 1st session, III. No. 42, page 9, etc.; HOUSE REPORTS, 21st Congress 1st session, III. No. 348, page 85.
1505. HOUSE DOCUMENT, 15th Congress 2d session, VI. No. 107, pages 8-9.
1506. HOUSE REPORTS, 21st Congress 1st session, III. No. 348, page 77.
1507. Cf. HOUSE DOCUMENT, 16th Congress 1st session, III. No. 42, page 11: “The Grand Jury found true bills against the owners 
of the vessels, masters, and a supercargo — all of whom are discharged; why or wherefore I cannot say, except that it could not be 
for want of proof against them.”
1508. E.g., in July, 1818, one informer “will have to leave that part of the country to save his life”: HOUSE DOCUMENT, 15th 
Congress 2d session, VI. No. 100, page 9.
1509. Joseph Nourse, Register of the Treasury, to Hon. W.H. Crawford, Secretary of the Treasury: HOUSE DOCUMENT, 15th 
Congress 2d session, VI. No. 107, page 5.
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 Cuba was granted the privilege to vend its tobacco worldwide.

An invention important to the development of the cloth industry occurred during this year. William Eaton 
developed a self-acting frame. Because this development would have an impact on the demand for bales of 
cotton as a raw material for cloth, it would have an impact on the demand for field labor to grow this cotton, 
and therefore would have consequences in terms of human slavery — and in terms of the international slave 
trade.

At one point during the year, cotton was reaching 311/2 cents per pound on the world market. With cotton being 
that highly valued, the value of the labor of slaves, and the value of farmland, was also high. With one’s slaves 
and one’s farmland being of high value, one would take care to take care of them, and to work them as hard as 
they could possibly be worked. The important thing was, to create cotton and get it to market, and sell it for 
enough money to have collateral to purchase more slaves and more land, on margin, at high prices.
But in Liverpool, the cotton importers for the mills of England were becoming alarmed. A manufacturer who 
had only one source of raw materials was at the mercy of that source. The importers began to diversify by 
switching some of their orders from America to East India. Toward the end of the year, the price of American 
cotton on the Liverpool dock was wavering. In December the news of this would reach America, and in one 
day the price of the cotton in transit would decline by 19%. By the end of the year cotton would be selling in 
New Orleans for 143/10 cents a pound. With cotton that low, the value of the labor of slaves, and the value of 
farmland, would be similarly lowered. With one’s slaves and one’s farmland being of low value, and with high 
interest to pay on large short-term loans taken out in order to purchase them, one would take care to work them 
as hard as they could possibly be worked, and it would not make a whole lot of difference if the slaves were 
worked right into the ground, or if the ground itself were worked down to sterile barrenness. The important 
thing was, to create cotton and get it to market and get whatever one could get for it, in order to meet the 
payments and not lose the plantation and thus lose the prestigious status of being white planters.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: The history of slavery and the slave-
trade after 1820 must be read in the light of the industrial
revolution through which the civilized world passed in the first
half of the nineteenth century. Between the years 1775 and 1825
occurred economic events and changes of the highest importance
and widest influence. Though all branches of industry felt the
impulse of this new industrial life, yet, “if we consider single
industries, cotton manufacture has, during the nineteenth
century, made the most magnificent and gigantic advances.”1510

This fact is easily explained by the remarkable series of
inventions that revolutionized this industry between 1738 and
1830, including Arkwright’s, Watt’s, Compton’s, and
Cartwright’s epoch-making contrivances.1511 The effect which
these inventions had on the manufacture of cotton goods is best
illustrated by the fact that in England, the chief cotton market
of the world, the consumption of raw cotton rose steadily from
13,000 bales in 1781, to 572,000 in 1820, to 871,000 in 1830,
and to 3,366,000 in 1860.1512 Very early, therefore, came the
query whence the supply of raw cotton was to come. Tentative
experiments on the rich, broad fields of the Southern United
States, together with the indispensable invention of Whitney’s
cotton-gin, soon answered this question: a new economic future
was opened up to this land, and immediately the whole South began
to extend its cotton culture, and more and more to throw its
whole energy into this one staple.

1510. Beer, Geschichte des Welthandels im 19TEN Jahrhundert, II. 67.
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Here it was that the fatal mistake of compromising with slavery
in the beginning, and of the policy of laissez-faire pursued
thereafter, became painfully manifest; for, instead now of a
healthy, normal, economic development along proper industrial
lines, we have the abnormal and fatal rise of a slave-labor large
farming system, which, before it was realized, had so
intertwined itself with and braced itself upon the economic
forces of an industrial age, that a vast and terrible civil war
was necessary to displace it. The tendencies to a patriarchal
serfdom, recognizable in the age of Washington and Jefferson,
began slowly but surely to disappear; and in the second quarter
of the century Southern slavery was irresistibly changing from
a family institution to an industrial system.
The development of Southern slavery has heretofore been viewed
so exclusively from the ethical and social standpoint that we
are apt to forget its close and indissoluble connection with the
world’s cotton market. Beginning with 1820, a little after the
close of the Napoleonic wars, when the industry of cotton
manufacture had begun its modern development and the South had
definitely assumed her position as chief producer of raw cotton,
we find the average price of cotton per pound, 8½d. From this
time until 1845 the price steadily fell, until in the latter
year it reached 4d.; the only exception to this fall was in the
years 1832-1839, when, among other things, a strong increase in
the English demand, together with an attempt of the young slave
power to “corner” the market, sent the price up as high as 11d.
The demand for cotton goods soon outran a crop which McCullough
had pronounced “prodigious,” and after 1845 the price started
on a steady rise, which, except for the checks suffered during
the continental revolutions and the Crimean War, continued until
1860.1513 The steady increase in the production of cotton
explains the fall in price down to 1845. In 1822 the crop was a
half-million bales; in 1831, a million; in 1838, a million and
a half; and in 1840-1843, two million. By this time the world’s
consumption of cotton goods began to increase so rapidly that,
in spite of the increase in Southern crops, the price kept
rising. Three million bales were gathered in 1852, three and a
half million in 1856, and the remarkable crop of five million
bales in 1860.1514

1511. A list of these inventions most graphically illustrates this advance: — 
1738, John Jay, fly-shuttle. John Wyatt, spinning by rollers.
1748, Lewis Paul, carding-machine.
1760, Robert Kay, drop-box.
1769, Richard Arkwright, water-frame and throstle. James Watt, steam-engine.
1772, James Lees, improvements on carding-machine.
1775, Richard Arkwright, series of combinations.
1779, Samuel Compton, mule.
1785, Edmund Cartwright, power-loom.
1803-4, Radcliffe and Johnson, dressing-machine.
1817, Roberts, fly-frame.
1818, William Eaton, self-acting frame.
1825-30, Roberts, improvements on mule.
Cf. Baines,  HISTORY OF THE COTTON MANUFACTURE, pages 116-231; Encyclopædia Britannica, 9th ed., article “Cotton.”
1512. Baines,  HISTORY OF THE COTTON MANUFACTURE, page 215. A bale weighed from 375 lbs. to 400 lbs.
1513. The prices cited are from Newmarch and Tooke, and refer to the London market. The average price in 1855-60 was about 7d.
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Here we have data to explain largely the economic development
of the South. By 1822 the large-plantation slave system had
gained footing; in 1838-1839 it was able to show its power in
the cotton “corner;” by the end of the next decade it had not
only gained a solid economic foundation, but it had built a
closed oligarchy with a political policy. The changes in price
during the next few years drove out of competition many
survivors of the small-farming free-labor system, and put the
slave régime in position to dictate the policy of the nation. The
zenith of the system and the first inevitable signs of decay
came in the years 1850-1860, when the rising price of cotton
threw the whole economic energy of the South into its
cultivation, leading to a terrible consumption of soil and
slaves, to a great increase in the size of plantations, and to
increasing power and effrontery on the part of the slave barons.
Finally, when a rising moral crusade conjoined with threatened
economic disaster, the oligarchy, encouraged by the state of the
cotton market, risked all on a political coup-d’état, which failed
in the war of 1861-1865.1515

 January 10, Saturday: Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: “Report 
of the Committee to whom was referred so much of the President’s Message as relates to the introduction of 
Slaves from Amelia Island.” –HOUSE DOCUMENT, 15 Cong. 1 sess. III. No. 46 (cf. HOUSE REPORTS, 21 Cong. 
1 sess. III. No. 348).

In the US House of Representatives, a bill was introduced that would supplement the Act of 1807:

Mr. Middleton, from the committee on so much of the President’s
Message as related to the illicit introduction of slaves into
the United States from Amelia Island, reported a bill in
addition to former acts prohibiting the introduction of slaves
into the United States. This was read twice and committed; April
1 it was considered in Committee of the Whole; Mr. Middleton
offered a substitute, which was ordered to be laid on table and
to be printed; it became the Act of 1819. See below, March 3,
1819. HOUSE JOURNAL, 15th Congress, 1st session, pages 131, 410.

 January 13, Tuesday: Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: “Message 
from the President [James Monroe] ... communicating information of the Troops of the United States having 
taken possession of Amelia Island, in East Florida.”

“I have the satisfaction to inform Congress, that the
establishment at Amelia Island has been suppressed, and without
the effusion of blood. The papers which explain this
transaction, I now lay before Congress,” etc. HOUSE DOCUMENT, 15th
Congress, 1st session, III. NO. 47. (contains correspondence);
HOUSE JOURNAL, 15th Congress, 1st session, pages 137-9.

1514. From United States census reports.
1515. Cf. United States census reports; and Olmsted, THE COTTON KINGDOM.

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY

HDT WHAT? INDEX
 January 23, Friday: The English brig Neptune was caught attempting to smuggle slaves into the United States 
of America and was detained by the USS John Adams (HOUSE DOCUMENT, 16th Congress, 1st session III, No. 
36, 3).

 April 4, Saturday: Thomas Mayne Reid, Jr. was born in the hamlet Ballyroney near Katesbridge in County 
Down, a son of the Irish Presbyterian Reverend Thomas Mayne Reid.

In our federal House of Representatives, Mr. Livermore proposed amending the US Constitution to do away 
forever with the peculiar institution of human enslavement. The House of course voted to entertain no such 
notion.

“No person shall be held to service or labour as a slave, nor
shall slavery be tolerated in any state hereafter admitted into
the Union, or made one of the United States of America.” Read,
and on the question, “Will the House consider the same?” it was
determined in the negative. HOUSE JOURNAL, 15th Congress, 1st
session, pages 420-1; ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 15th Congress, 1st
session, pages 1675-6.

Percy Bysshe Shelley and Mary Godwin Wollstonecraft Shelley reached Milan, where they would visit the 
Italian lakes.

ESSENCE IS BLUR. SPECIFICITY, 
THE OPPOSITE OF ESSENCE, 

IS OF THE NATURE OF TRUTH.

 April 20, Monday: The US federal Congress enacted sharply increased protectionist tariffs.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

2nd day 20 of 4 M / Thos Anthony returned about noon in the 
Greenwich Packet. I have no doubt with the precious reward of 
Peace. —

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE

SLAVERY

xxxxxxxxxx “Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project
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United States Statute: “An Act in addition to ‘An act to prohibit the introduction of slaves into any port or place 
within the jurisdiction of the United States, from and after the first day of January, in the year of our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and eight,’ and to repeal certain parts of the same.”

STATUTES AT LARGE, III. 450. For proceedings in Congress, see SENATE
JOURNAL, 15th Congress, 1st session, pages 243, 304, 315, 333,
338, 340, 348, 377, 386, 388, 391, 403, 406; HOUSE JOURNAL, 15th
Congress, 1st session, pages 450, 452, 456, 468, 479, 484,
492,505.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: To remedy the obvious defects of the Act
of 1807 two courses were possible: one, to minimize the crime
of transportation, and, by encouraging informers, to concentrate
efforts against the buying of smuggled slaves; the other, to
make the crime of transportation so great that no slaves would
be imported. The Act of 1818 tried the first method; that of
1819, the second.1516 The latter was obviously the more upright
and logical, and the only method deserving thought even in 1807;
but the Act of 1818 was the natural descendant of that series
of compromises which began in the Constitutional Convention, and
which, instead of postponing the settlement of critical
questions to more favorable times, rather aggravated and
complicated them.
The immediate cause of the Act of 1818 was the Amelia Island
scandal.1517 Committees in both Houses reported bills, but that
of the Senate finally passed. There does not appear to have been
very much debate.1518 The sale of Africans for the benefit of the
informer and of the United States was strongly urged “as the
only means of executing the laws against the slave trade as
experience had fully demonstrated since the origin of the
prohibition.”1519 This proposition was naturally opposed as
“inconsistent with the principles of our Government, and
calculated to throw as wide open the door to the importation of
slaves as it was before the existing prohibition.”1520 The act,
which became a law April 20, 1818,1521 was a poorly constructed

1516. The first method, represented by the Act of 1818, was favored by the South, the Senate, and the Democrats; the second 
method, represented by the Act of 1819, by the North, the House, and by the as yet undeveloped but growing Whig party.
1517. Committees on the slave-trade were appointed by the House in 1810 and 1813; the committee of 1813 recommended a 
revision of the laws, but nothing was done: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 11 Congress 3 session, page 387; 12th Congress 2d session, 
pages 1074, 1090. The presidential message of 1816 led to committees on the trade in both Houses. The committee of the House of 
Representatives reported a joint resolution on abolishing the traffic and colonizing the Negroes, also looking toward international 
action. This never came to a vote: SENATE JOURNAL, 14th Congress 2d session, pages 46, 179, 180; HOUSE JOURNAL, 14th Congress 
2d session, pages 25, 27, 380; HOUSE DOCUMENT, 14th Congress 2d session, II. No. 77. Finally, the presidential message of 1817 
(HOUSE JOURNAL, 15th Congress 1st session, page 11), announcing the issuance of orders to suppress the Amelia Island 
establishment, led to two other committees in both Houses. The House committee under Middleton made a report with a bill 
(AMERICAN STATE PAPERS, MISCELLANEOUS, II. No. 441), and the Senate committee also reported a bill.
1518. The Senate debates were entirely unreported, and the report of the House debates is very meagre. For the proceedings, see 
SENATE JOURNAL, 15th Congress 1st session, pages 243, 304, 315, 333, 338, 340, 348, 377, 386, 388, 391, 403, 406; HOUSE 
JOURNAL, 15th Congress 1st session, pages 19, 20, 29, 51, 92, 131, 362, 410, 450, 452, 456, 468, 479, 484, 492, 505.
1519. Simkins of South Carolina, Edwards of North Carolina, and Pindall: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 15th Congress 1st session, page 
1740.
1520. Hugh Nelson of Virginia: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 15th Congress 1st session, page 1740.

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY

HDT WHAT? INDEX
compromise, which virtually acknowledged the failure of efforts
to control the trade, and sought to remedy defects by pitting
cupidity against cupidity, informer against thief. One-half of
all forfeitures and fines were to go to the informer, and
penalties for violation were changed as follows: — 
For equipping a slaver, instead of a fine of $20,000, a fine of
$1000 to $5000 and imprisonment from 3 to 7 years.
For transporting Negroes, instead of a fine of $5000 and
forfeiture of ship and Negroes, a fine of $1000 to $5000 and
imprisonment from 3 to 7 years.
For actual importation, instead of a fine of $1000 to $10,000
and imprisonment from 5 to 10 years, a fine of $1000 to $10,000,
and imprisonment from 3 to 7 years.
For knowingly buying illegally imported Negroes, instead of a
fine of $800 for each Negro and forfeiture, a fine of $1000 for
each Negro.
The burden of proof was laid on the defendant, to the extent
that he must prove that the slave in question had been imported
at least five years before the prosecution. The slaves were
still left to the disposal of the States.
This statute was, of course, a failure from the start,1522 and
at the very next session Congress took steps to revise it. A
bill was reported in the House, January 13, 1819, but it was not
discussed till March.1523 It finally passed, after “much
debate.”1524 The Senate dropped its own bill, and, after striking
out the provision for the death penalty, passed the bill as it
came from the House.1525 The House acquiesced, and the bill
became a law, March 3, 1819,1526 in the midst of the Missouri
trouble. This act directed the President to use armed cruisers
on the coasts of the United States and Africa to suppress the
slave-trade; one-half the proceeds of the condemned ship were
to go to the captors as bounty, provided the Africans were safely
lodged with a United States marshal and the crew with the civil
authorities. These provisions were seriously marred by a proviso
which Butler of Louisiana, had inserted, with a “due regard for
the interests of the State which he represented,” viz., that a
captured slaver must always be returned to the port whence she
sailed.1527 This, of course, secured decided advantages to
Southern slave-traders. The most radical provision of the act
was that which directed the President to “make such regulations
and arrangements as he may deem expedient for the safe keeping,

1521. STATUTES AT LARGE, III. 450. By this act the first six sections of the Act of 1807 were repealed.
1522. Or, more accurately speaking, every one realized, in view of the increased activity of the trade, that it would be a failure.
1523. Nov. 18, 1818, the part of the presidential message referring to the slave-trade was given to a committee of the House, and 
this committee also took in hand the House bill of the previous session which the Senate bill had replaced: HOUSE JOURNAL, 15th 
Congress 2d session, pages 9-19, 42, 150, 179, 330, 334, 341, 343, 352.
1524. Of which little was reported: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 15th Congress 2d session, pages 1430-31. Strother opposed, “for various 
reasons of expediency,” the bounties for captors. Nelson of Virginia advocated the death penalty, and, aided by Pindall, had it 
inserted. The vote on the bill was 57 to 45.
1525. The Senate had also had a committee at work on a bill which was reported Feb. 8, and finally postponed: SENATE JOURNAL, 
15th Congress 2d session, pages 234, 244, 311-2, 347. The House bill was taken up March 2: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 15th Congress 
2d session, page 280.
1526. STATUTES AT LARGE, III. 532.
1527. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 15th Congress 2d session, page 1430. This insured the trial of slave-traders in a sympathetic slave 
State, and resulted in the “disappearance” of many captured Negroes.
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support, and removal beyond the limits of the United States, of
all such negroes, mulattoes, or persons of colour, as may be so
delivered and brought within their jurisdiction;” and to appoint
an agent in Africa to receive such Negroes.1528 Finally, an
appropriation of $100,000 was made to enforce the act.1529 This
act was in some measure due to the new colonization movement;
and the return of Africans recaptured was a distinct recognition
of its efforts, and the real foundation of Liberia.
To render this straightforward act effective, it was necessary
to add but one measure, and that was a penalty commensurate with
the crime of slave stealing. This was accomplished by the Act
of May 15, 1820,1530 a law which may be regarded as the last of
the Missouri Compromise measures. The act originated from the
various bills on piracy which were introduced early in the
sixteenth Congress. The House bill, in spite of opposition, was
amended so as to include slave-trading under piracy, and passed.
The Senate agreed without a division. This law provided that
direct participation in the slave-trade should be piracy,
punishable with death.1531

STATUTES AT LARGE

1528. STATUTES AT LARGE, III. 533.
1529. The first of a long series of appropriations extending to 1869, of which a list is given on the next page. The totals are only 
approximately correct. Some statutes may have escaped me, and in the reports of moneys the surpluses of previous years are not 
always clearly distinguishable.
1530. In the first session of the sixteenth Congress, two bills on piracy were introduced into the Senate, one of which passed, April 
26. In the House there was a bill on piracy, and a slave-trade committee reported recommending that the slave-trade be piracy. The 
Senate bill and this bill were considered in Committee of the Whole, May 11, and a bill was finally passed declaring, among other 
things, the traffic piracy. In the Senate there was “some discussion, rather on the form than the substance of these amendments,” 
and “they were agreed to without a division”: SENATE JOURNAL, 16th Congress 1st session, pages 238, 241, 268, 287, 314, 331, 
346, 350, 409, 412, 417, 420, 422, 424, 425; HOUSE JOURNAL, 16th Congress 1st session, pages 113, 280, 453, 454, 494, 518, 520, 
522, 537; ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 16th Congress 1st session, pages 693-4, 2231, 2236-7, etc. The debates were not reported.
1531. STATUTES AT LARGE, III. 600-1. This act was in reality a continuation of the piracy Act of 1819, and was only temporary. 
The provision was, however, continued by several acts, and finally made perpetual by the Act of Jan. 30, 1823: STATUTES AT LARGE, 
III. 510-4, 721. On March 3, 1823, it was slightly amended so as to give district courts jurisdiction.

VOLUME PAGE DATE AMOUNT
APPROPRIATED

III. 533-4 March 3, 1819 $100,000

III. 764 March 3, 1823 50,000

IIV. 141 March 14, 1826 32,000

IIV. 208 March 2, 1827 36,710
20,000

IIV. 302 May 24, 1828 30,000

IIV. 354 March 2, 1829 16,000

IIV. 462 March 2, 1831 16,000

IIV. 615 February 20, 1833 5,000

IIV. 67 January 24, 1834 5,000

IV. 157-8 March 3, 1837 11,413 .57
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Cf. Kendall’s Report: SENATE DOCUMENT, 21st Congress 2d session,
I. No. 1, pages 211-8; AMERICAN STATE PAPERS, NAVAL, III. No. 429
E.; also Reports of the Secretaries of the Navy from 1819 to
1860.

 May 4, Monday: For purposes of suppression of the international slave trade, the Netherlands granted to the 
warships of Great Britain permission to board and inspect its commercial shipping on the high seas, and of 
course vice versa (BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1817-18, pages 125-43).

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

2nd day 4rd of 5th M 1818 / My dear Aunt MARY WANTON quietly 
drew he last breath this fornoon at 30 minutes past 11 OClock, 

IV. 501 August 4, 1842 10,543 .42

IV. 615 March 3, 1843 5,000

IIX. 96 August 10, 1846 25,000

IXI. 90 August 18, 1856 8,000

IXI. 227 March 3, 1857 8,000

IXI. 404 March 3, 1859 75,000

IXII. 21 May 26, 1860 40,000

IXII. 132 February 19, 1861 900,000

IXII. 219 March 2, 1861 900,000

IXII. 639 February 4, 1863 17,000

IXIII. 424 January 24, 1865 17,000

IXIV. 226 July 25, 1866 17,000

IXIV. 415 February 28, 1867 17,000

IXV. 58 March 30, 1868 12,500

IXV. 321 March 3, 1869 12,500

Total, 50 years $ 2,386,666.99

Minus surpluses re-appropriated (approximate) 48,666.99?

$ 2,338,000.00

Cost of squadron, 1843-58, @ $384,500 per year
(HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 31st Cong., 1st sess., IX. No. 73) 

5,767,500

Returning slaves on “Wildfire” (STATUTES AT LARGE, XII. 41) 250,000

Approximate cost of squadron, 1858-66, 
probably not less than $500,000 per year

(?)4,000,000

Approximate money cost of suppressing the slave-trade (?)$ 12,355,500

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
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she was evidently changeing for some hours & about two hours 
before she left us was very desirous to be got in her easy chair 
which was done & she seemed easier & drew her breath shorter & 
shorter till she died & left us without any struggle which we 
esteem a favor, she appeared to know all around her till she 
sunk below observation. — For nine years or there about she has 
suffered mental derangement & for about three Months her bodily 
health has been sinking. — She has many times within a few weeks 
expressed her willingness to depart & been favor’d with reason 
at intervals.

 June: The negrero Constitution was captured on the Florida coast, by a United States army officer, and found 
to have aboard it a cargo of 84 slaves.

The negreros Louisa and Merino were captured while smuggling from Cuba to the United States (after five 
years of litigation, these vessels would be condemned) (HOUSE DOCUMENT, 15th Congress, 2d session VI, No. 
107; 19th Congress, 1st session VI.-IX. Nos. 121, 126, 152, 163; HOUSE REPORTS, 19th Congress, 1st session 
II, No. 231; AMERICAN STATE PAPERS, NAVAL AFFAIRS, II, No. 308; Decisions of the United States Supreme 
Court in 9 Wheaton, 391).

 June 20, Saturday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

7th day J T Hopkins rests this day at D Williams - in the 
Afternoon a company of young people Visited him. —

Lord Castlereagh suggested to the US minister, Rush, that for the proper interdiction of the international slave 
trade, the United States might join with Great Britain in an agreement to allow a mutual (but strictly limited) 
Right of Search of each other’s vessels on the high seas. The reaction of the USA to this suggestion would not 
be favorable.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: Whatever England’s motives were, it is
certain that only a limited international Right of Visit on the
high seas could suppress or greatly limit the slave-trade. Her
diplomacy was therefore henceforth directed to this end. On the
other hand, the maritime supremacy of England, so successfully
asserted during the Napoleonic wars, would, in case a Right of
Search were granted, virtually make England the policeman of the
seas; and if nations like the United States had already, under
present conditions, had just cause to complain of violations by
England of their rights on the seas, might not any extension of
rights by international agreement be dangerous? It was such
considerations that for many years brought the powers to a dead-
lock in their efforts to suppress the slave-trade.
At first it looked as if England might attempt, by judicial
decisions in her own courts, to seize even foreign slavers.1532

After the war, however, her courts disavowed such action,1533 and
1532. For cases, see 1 Acton, 240, the “Amedie,” and 1 Dodson, 81, the “Fortuna;” quoted in U.S. Reports, 10 Wheaton, 66.
1533. Cf. the case of the French ship “Le Louis”: 2 Dodson, 238; and also the case of the “San Juan Nepomuceno”: 1 Haggard, 
267.

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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the right was sought for by treaty stipulation. Castlereagh took
early opportunity to approach the United States on the matter,
suggesting to Minister Rush, June 20, 1818, a mutual but
strictly limited Right of Search.1534 Rush was ordered to give
him assurances of the solicitude of the United States to
suppress the traffic, but to state that the concessions asked
for appeared of a character not adaptable to our institutions.
Negotiations were then transferred to Washington; and the new
British minister, Mr. Stratford Canning, approached Adams with
full instructions in December 1820.1535

Meantime, it had become clear to many in the United States that
the individual efforts of States could never suppress or even
limit the trade without systematic co-operation. In 1817 a
committee of the House had urged the opening of negotiations
looking toward such international co-operation,1536 and a Senate
motion to the same effect had caused long debate.1537 In 1820 and
1821 two House committee reports, one of which recommended the
granting of a Right of Search, were adopted by the House, but
failed in the Senate.1538 Adams, notwithstanding this, saw
constitutional objections to the plan proposed by Canning, and
wrote to him, December 30: “A Compact, giving the power to the
Naval Officers of one Nation to search the Merchant Vessels of
another for Offenders and offences against the Laws of the
latter, backed by a further power to seize and carry into a
Foreign Port, and there subject to the decision of a Tribunal
composed of at least one half Foreigners, irresponsible to the
Supreme Corrective tribunal of this Union, and not amendable to
the controul of impeachment for official misdemeanors, was an
investment of power, over the persons, property and reputation
of the Citizens of this Country, not only unwarranted by any
delegation of Sovereign Power to the National Government, but
so adverse to the elementary principles and indispensable
securities of individual rights, ... that not even the most
unqualified approbation of the ends ... could justify the
transgression.” He then suggested co-operation of the fleets on
the coast of Africa, a proposal which was promptly accepted.1539

The slave-trade was again a subject of international
consideration at the Congress of Verona in 1822. Austria,
France, Great Britain, Russia, and Prussia were represented. The
English delegates declared that, although only Portugal and
Brazil allowed the trade, yet the traffic was at that moment
carried on to a greater extent than ever before. They said that
in seven months of the year 1821 no less than 21,000 slaves were
abducted, and three hundred and fifty-two vessels entered

1534. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1819-20, pages 375-9; also pages 220-2.
1535. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1820-21, pages 395-6.
1536. HOUSE DOCUMENT, 14th Congress 2d session, II. No. 77.
1537. 15th Congress 1st session, pages 71, 73-78, 94-109. The motion was opposed largely by Southern members, and passed by a 
vote of 17 to 16.
1538. One was reported, May 9, 1820, by Mercer’s committee, and passed May 12: HOUSE JOURNAL, 16th Congress 1st session, 
pages 497, 518, 520, 526; 16th Congress 1st session, pages 697-9. A similar resolution passed the House next session, and a 
committee reported in favor of the Right of Search: HOUSE JOURNAL, 16th Congress 2d session, pages 1064-71. Cf. HOUSE 
JOURNAL, 16th Congress 2d session, pages 476, 743, 865, 1469.
1539. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1820-21, pages 397-400.
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African ports north of the equator. “It is obvious,” said they,
“that this crime is committed in contravention of the Laws of
every Country of Europe, and of America, excepting only of one,
and that it requires something more than the ordinary operation
of Law to prevent it.” England therefore recommended: — 

1. That each country denounce the trade as piracy, with a view
of founding upon the aggregate of such separate declarations a
general law to be incorporated in the Law of Nations.

2. A withdrawing of the flags of the Powers from persons not
natives of these States, who engage in the traffic under the
flags of these States.

3. A refusal to admit to their domains the produce of the
colonies of States allowing the trade, a measure which would
apply to Portugal and Brazil alone.

These proposals were not accepted. Austria would agree to the
first two only; France refused to denounce the trade as piracy;
and Prussia was non-committal. The utmost that could be gained
was another denunciation of the trade couched in general
terms.1540

 July 9, Thursday: In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5 day 9th of 7th M 1818 / I rose by 4 OC this morning took a 
pleasant Walk to the North Battery & took a Sea bathing, last 
evening a Brig belonging to Bristol came in & this morning I saw 
her with all her Canvass Spread to a small but fair breeze & 
favoring tide making her way home. The sight was animating to 
my feelings. I love commerce & hope she will again rise in this 
pleasant town. —
Our Meeting was rather small, & I believe not a season of much 
life. it was silent. ——

1540. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1822-3, pages 94-110.
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NEGREROS
(We can trust that Friend Stephen knew a hawk from a handsaw and that therefore this “Brig belinging to 
Bristol” that Friend Stephen was having warm feelings toward could not have been one of the DeWolf 
family’s Bristol-based negreros bound for the proslavery Bristol US Customs Office because in that shed it 
was still being ignored and evaded that engaging in the international slave trade had been transformed years 
before, by the US Congress, into a capitol felony.)

 December 19, Saturday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

7th day 19th of 12 M / I feel, on looking over certain cases 
which exist in this Moy [Monthly] Meeting, no small degree of 
depression, not knowing to what they may arise. May my mind be 
centered in that wisdom that directeth aright. May Meekness 
patience & long suffering be the trait of my character, & may 
my brethren who have to suffer, be also favord to keep their 
ranks in righteousness.

Georgia increased the reward it offered for information leading to the interception of attempts to bring new 
Africans into its domain. When the illegally imported people were auctioned off by the state government, the 
informer would receive a tithe of whatever was left after deduction of all government expenses.

“Whereas numbers of African slaves have been illegally introduced
into the State, in direct violation of the laws of the United
States and of this State, Be it therefore enacted,” etc. Informers are
to receive one-tenth of the net proceeds from the sale of
illegally imported Africans, “Provided, nothing herein contained
shall be so construed as to extend farther back than the year
1817.” Prince, DIGEST, page 798.

We notice immediately, of course, that these victims were being treated as disposable people. As soon as they 
were rescued, they were sold right back into slavery with the proceeds being divided among the white people. 
We notice, immediately, that the law against the slave trade had not been enacted for their benefit, but for the 
benefit of the USers who were being oppressed by the presence of these black victims.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: The dozen or more propositions on the
question of the disposal of illegally imported Africans may be
divided into two chief heads, representing two radically opposed
parties: 1. That illegally imported Africans be free, although
they might be indentured for a term of years or removed from the
country. 2. That such Africans be sold as slaves.1541 The
arguments on these two propositions, which were many and far-
reaching, may be roughly divided into three classes, political,
constitutional, and moral.
The political argument, reduced to its lowest terms, ran thus:
those wishing to free the Negroes illegally imported declared
that to enslave them would be to perpetrate the very evil which
the law was designed to stop. “By the same law,” they said, “we
condemn the man-stealer and become the receivers of his stolen
goods. We punish the criminal, and then step into his place, and
complete the crime.”1542 They said that the objection to free

SLAVERY
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Negroes was no valid excuse; for if the Southern people really
feared this class, they would consent to the imposing of such
penalties on illicit traffic as would stop the importation of a
single slave.1543 Moreover, “forfeiture” and sale of the Negroes
implied a property right in them which did not exist.1544 Waiving
this technical point, and allowing them to be “forfeited” to the
government, then the government should either immediately set
them free, or, at the most, indenture them for a term of years;
otherwise, the law would be an encouragement to violators. “It
certainly will be,” said they, “if the importer can find means
to evade the penalty of the act; for there he has all the
advantage of a market enhanced by our ineffectual attempt to
prohibit.”1545 They claimed that even the indenturing of the
ignorant barbarian for life was better than slavery; and Sloan
declared that the Northern States would receive the freed
Negroes willingly rather than have them enslaved.1546

The argument of those who insisted that the Negroes should be
sold was tersely put by Macon: “In adopting our measures on this
subject, we must pass such a law as can be executed.”1547 Early
expanded this: “It is a principle in legislation, as correct as
any which has ever prevailed, that to give effect to laws you
must not make them repugnant to the passions and wishes of the
people among whom they are to operate. How then, in this
instance, stands the fact? Do not gentlemen from every quarter
of the Union prove, on the discussion of every question that has
ever arisen in the House, having the most remote bearing on the
giving freedom to the Africans in the bosom of our country, that

1541. There were at least twelve distinct propositions as to the disposal of the Africans imported: — 
1. That they be forfeited and sold by the United States at auction (Early’s bill, reported Dec. 15: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th 
Congress 2d session, pages 167-8).
2. That they be forfeited and left to the disposal of the States (proposed by Bidwell and Early: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 
2d session, pages 181, 221, 477. This was the final settlement.)
3. That they be forfeited and sold, and that the proceeds go to charities, education, or internal improvements (Early, Holland, and 
Masters: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 273).
4. That they be forfeited and indentured for life (Alston and Bidwell: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, pages 170-1).
5. That they be forfeited and indentured for 7, 8, or 10 years (Pitkin: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 186).
6. That they be forfeited and given into the custody of the President, and by him indentured in free States for a term of years (bill 
reported from the Senate Jan. 28: HOUSE JOURNAL (reprinted 1826), 9th Congress 2d session, V. 575; ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th 
Congress 2d session, page 477. Cf. also ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 272).
7. That the Secretary of the Treasury dispose of them, at his discretion, in service (Quincy: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 
2d session, page 183).
8. That those imported into slave States be returned to Africa or bound out in free States (Sloan: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th 
Congress 2d session, page 254).
9. That all be sent back to Africa (Smilie: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 176).
10. That those imported into free States be free, those imported into slave States be returned to Africa or indentured (Sloan: ANNALS 
OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 226).
11. That they be forfeited but not sold (Sloan and others: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 270).
12. That they be free (Sloan: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 168; Bidwell: HOUSE JOURNAL (reprinted 1826), 
9th Congress 2d session, V. 515).
1542. Bidwell, Cook, and others: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 201.
1543. Bidwell: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 172.
1544. Fisk: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, pages 224-5; Bidwell: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d 
session, page 221.
1545. Quincy: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 184.
1546. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 478; Bidwell: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 
171.
1547. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 172.
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it has excited the deepest sensibility in the breasts of those
where slavery exists? And why is this so? It is, because those
who, from experience, know the extent of the evil, believe that
the most formidable aspect in which it can present itself, is
by making these people free among them. Yes, sir, though slavery
is an evil, regretted by every man in the country, to have among
us in any considerable quantity persons of this description, is
an evil far greater than slavery itself. Does any gentleman want
proof of this? I answer that all proof is useless; no fact can
be more notorious. With this belief on the minds of the people
where slavery exists, and where the importation will take place,
if at all, we are about to turn loose in a state of freedom all
persons brought in after the passage of this law. I ask gentlemen
to reflect and say whether such a law, opposed to the ideas, the
passions, the views, and the affections of the people of the
Southern States, can be executed? I tell them, no; it is
impossible — why? Because no man will inform — why? Because to
inform will be to lead to an evil which will be deemed greater
than the offence of which information is given, because it will
be opposed to the principle of self-preservation, and to the
love of family. No, no man will be disposed to jeopard his life,
and the lives of his countrymen. And if no one dare inform, the
whole authority of the Government cannot carry the law into
effect. The whole people will rise up against it. Why? Because
to enforce it would be to turn loose, in the bosom of the
country, firebrands that would consume them.”1548

This was the more tragic form of the argument; it also had a
mercenary side, which was presented with equal emphasis. It was
repeatedly said that the only way to enforce the law was to play
off individual interests against each other. The profit from the
sale of illegally imported Negroes was declared to be the only
sufficient “inducement to give information of their
importation.”1549 “Give up the idea of forfeiture, and I
challenge the gentleman to invent fines, penalties, or
punishments of any sort, sufficient to restrain the slave
trade.”1550 If such Negroes be freed, “I tell you that slaves
will continue to be imported as heretofore.... You cannot get
hold of the ships employed in this traffic. Besides, slaves will
be brought into Georgia from East Florida. They will be brought
into the Mississippi Territory from the bay of Mobile. You
cannot inflict any other penalty, or devise any other adequate
means of prevention, than a forfeiture of the Africans in whose
possession they may be found after importation.”1551 Then, too,
when foreigners smuggled in Negroes, “who then ... could be
operated on, but the purchasers? There was the rub — it was their
interest alone which, by being operated on, would produce a
check. Snap their purse-strings, break open their strong box,
deprive them of their slaves, and by destroying the temptation
to buy, you put an end to the trade, ... nothing short of a
forfeiture of the slave would afford an effectual remedy.”1552

1548. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, pages 173-4.
1549. Alston: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 170.
1550. D.R. Williams: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 183.
1551. Early: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, pages 184-5.
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Again, it was argued that it was impossible to prevent imported
Negroes from becoming slaves, or, what was just as bad, from
being sold as vagabonds or indentured for life.1553 Even our own
laws, it was said, recognize the title of the African slave
factor in the transported Negroes; and if the importer have no
title, why do we legislate? Why not let the African immigrant
alone to get on as he may, just as we do the Irish immigrant?1554

If he should be returned to Africa, his home could not be found,
and he would in all probability be sold into slavery again.1555

The constitutional argument was not urged as seriously as the
foregoing; but it had a considerable place. On the one hand, it
was urged that if the Negroes were forfeited, they were
forfeited to the United States government, which could dispose
of them as it saw fit;1556 on the other hand, it was said that
the United States, as owner, was subject to State laws, and could
not free the Negroes contrary to such laws.1557 Some alleged that
the freeing of such Negroes struck at the title to all slave
property;1558 others thought that, as property in slaves was not
recognized in the Constitution, it could not be in a statute.1559

The question also arose as to the source of the power of Congress
over the slave-trade. Southern men derived it from the clause
on commerce, and declared that it exceeded the power of Congress
to declare Negroes imported into a slave State, free, against
the laws of that State; that Congress could not determine what
should or should not be property in a State.1560 Northern men
replied that, according to this principle, forfeiture and sale
in Massachusetts would be illegal; that the power of Congress
over the trade was derived from the restraining clause, as a
non-existent power could not be restrained; and that the United
States could act under her general powers as executor of the Law
of Nations.1561

The moral argument as to the disposal of illegally imported
Negroes was interlarded with all the others. On the one side,
it began with the “Rights of Man,” and descended to a stickling
for the decent appearance of the statute-book; on the other
side, it began with the uplifting of the heathen, and descended
to a denial of the applicability of moral principles to the
question. Said Holland of North Carolina: “It is admitted that
the condition of the slaves in the Southern States is much
superior to that of those in Africa. Who, then, will say that
the trade is immoral?”1562 But, in fact, “morality has nothing

1552. Lloyd, Early, and others: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 203.
1553. Alston: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 170.
1554. Quincy: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 222; Macon: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, 
page 225.
1555. Macon: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 177.
1556. Barker: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 171; Bidwell: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, 
page 172.
1557. Clay, Alston, and Early: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 266.
1558. Clay, Alston, and Early: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 266.
1559. Bidwell: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 221.
1560. Sloan and others: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 271; Early and Alston: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th 
Congress 2d session, pages 168, 171.
1561. Ely, Bidwell, and others: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, pages 179, 181, 271; Smilie and Findley: ANNALS 
OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, pages 225, 226.
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to do with this traffic,”1563 for, as Joseph Clay declared, “it
must appear to every man of common sense, that the question could
be considered in a commercial point of view only.”1564 The other
side declared that, “by the laws of God and man,” these captured
Negroes are “entitled to their freedom as clearly and absolutely
as we are;”1565 nevertheless, some were willing to leave them to
the tender mercies of the slave States, so long as the statute-
book was disgraced by no explicit recognition of slavery.1566

Such arguments brought some sharp sarcasm on those who seemed
anxious “to legislate for the honor and glory of the statute
book;”1567 some desired “to know what honor you will derive from
a law that will be broken every day of your lives.”1568 They would
rather boldly sell the Negroes and turn the proceeds over to
charity.
The final settlement of the question was as follows: — 

“SECTION 4.... And neither the importer, nor any person
or persons claiming from or under him, shall hold any
right or title whatsoever to any negro, mulatto, or
person of color, nor to the service or labor thereof,
who may be imported or brought within the United States,
or territories thereof, in violation of this law, but
the same shall remain subject to any regulations not
contravening the provisions of this act, which the
Legislatures of the several States or Territories at any
time hereafter may make, for disposing of any such
negro, mulatto, or person of color.”1569

1562. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 240. Cf. Lloyd: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 
236.
1563. Holland: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 241.
1564. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 227; Macon: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 
225.
1565. Bidwell, Cook, and others: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 201.
1566. Bidwell: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 221. Cf. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, 
page 202.
1567. Early: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 239.
1568. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session
1569. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 9th Congress 2d session, page 1267.
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 The Colombia (or Arraganta), a Venezuelan privateer fitted in the United States and manned by Americans, 
captured slaves from a Spanish slaver, the negrero Antelope (or General Ramirez), and from other slavers. 
When the Colombia was wrecked, it transferred its crew and the 280 captured slaves to the Antelope, and then 
the Antelope, which was at the time traveling under the name General Ramirez, was captured by a United 
States naval vessel. Many of the 280 rescued slaves died, while some were distributed, either to Spanish 
claimants, or back to Africa. Some were allowed to remain in America.1570

“HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE” BEING A VIEW FROM A PARTICULAR 
POINT IN TIME (JUST AS THE PERSPECTIVE IN A PAINTING IS A VIEW 

FROM A PARTICULAR POINT IN SPACE), TO “LOOK AT THE COURSE OF 
HISTORY MORE GENERALLY” WOULD BE TO SACRIFICE PERSPECTIVE 
ALTOGETHER. THIS IS FANTASY-LAND, YOU’RE FOOLING YOURSELF. 
THERE CANNOT BE ANY SUCH THINGIE, AS SUCH A PERSPECTIVE.

 January 7, Thursday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 7th 1st M 1819 / Our Meeting was large in consequence 
of the Marriage of Abraham Barker & Margaret Buffum which was 
solemnised in a very becoming manner - after the certificate was 
signed - Jonathon Dennis appeared in a short testimony & the 
meeting closed under as good a covering as I ever witnessed on 
such an occasion. — David Rodman & myself being overseers of the 
Marriage we went to the House of our friend D Buffum to attend 
the wedding, which was a season of instruction to me, there was 
no levity but Solid conversation adorned the gathering, thro’ 
the Afternoon, & in the evening we involuntarily fell into 
Silence, & heavenly good was near, which I have no doubt was 
more or less experienced by all present — Hannah Dennis was twice 
engaged in short communications, then David Buffum, & then 
Jonathon Dennis, twice spoke a few words & Hannah closed in 
solemn reverend supplication, after which we separated for our 
homes & I may acknowledge that it has been to me a day of 
memorable experience

1819

1570. HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress, 1st session II, No. 92, pages 5, 15; 21st Congress, 1st session III, No. 348, page 186; HOUSE 
JOURNAL, 20th Congress, 1st session pages 59, 76, 123 to 692, passim. Gales and Seaton, REGISTER OF DEBATES, IV, pt. 1, pages 
915-6, 955-68, 998, 1005; REGISTER OF DEBATES, IV, pt. 2, pages 2501-3; AMERICAN STATE PAPERS, NAVAL AFFAIRS, II, No. 319, 
pages 750-60; Decisions of the United States Supreme Court in 10 Wheaton, 66, and 12 Wheaton, 546.
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This date was evidently significant in regard to some ongoing shenanigans and apparent graft (gaming the 
system), having to do with the disposition of seized negrero slave vessels, and with the disposition of their 
cargos of slaves, and with the distribution of this as loot by US court systems (the entire social apparatus 
apparently having been converted over by this time from the purpose of suppressing the international slave 
trade, to the purpose of enriching the various white participants to the process):

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: At this date (January 7, 1819), however,
certain cases were stated to be pending.... In 1818 three
American schooners sailed from the United States to Havana; on
June 2 they started back with cargoes aggregating one hundred
and seven slaves. The schooner “Constitution” was captured by
one of Andrew Jackson’s officers under the guns of Fort
Barancas. The “Louisa” and “Marino” were captured by Lieutenant
McKeever of the United States Navy. The three vessels were duly
proceeded against at Mobile, and the case began slowly to drag
along. The slaves, instead of being put under the care of the
zealous marshal of the district, were placed in the hands of
three bondsmen, friends of the judge. The marshal notified the
government of this irregularity, but apparently received no
answer. In 1822 the three vessels were condemned as forfeited,
but the court “reserved” for future order the distribution of
the slaves. Nothing whatever either then or later was done to
the slave-traders themselves. The owners of the ships promptly
appealed to the Supreme Court of the United States, and that
tribunal, in 1824, condemned the three vessels and the slaves
on two of them.1571 These slaves, considerably reduced in number
“from various causes,” were sold at auction for the benefit of
the State, in spite of the Act of 1819. Meantime, before the
decision of the Supreme Court, the judge of the Supreme Court
of West Florida had awarded to certain alleged Spanish claimants
of the slaves indemnity for nearly the whole number seized, at
the price of $650 per head, and the Secretary of the Treasury
had actually paid the claim.1572 In 1826 Lieutenant McKeever
urgently petitions Congress for his prize-money of $4,415.15,
which he has not yet received.1573 The “Constitution” was for
some inexplicable reason released from bond, and the whole case
fades in a very thick cloud of official mist. In 1831 Congress
sought to inquire into the final disposition of the slaves. The
information given was never printed; but as late as 1836 a
certain Calvin Mickle petitions Congress for reimbursement for
the slaves sold, for their hire, for their natural increase, for
expenses incurred, and for damages.1574

1571. The slaves on the “Constitution” were not condemned, for the technical reason that she was not captured by a commissioned 
officer of the United States navy.
1572. These proceedings are very obscure, and little was said about them. The Spanish claimants were, it was alleged with much 
probability, but representatives of Americans. The claim was paid under the provisions of the Treaty of Florida, and included slaves 
whom the court afterward declared forfeited.
1573. An act to relieve him was finally passed, Feb. 8, 1827, nine years after the capture. See STATUTES AT LARGE, VI. 357.
1574. It is difficult to get at the exact facts in this complicated case. The above statement is, I think, much milder than the real facts 
would warrant, if thoroughly known. Cf. HOUSE REPORTS, 19th Congress 1st session, II. No. 231; 21st Congress 1st session, III. 
No. 348, pages 62-3, etc.; 24th Congress 1st session, I. No. 209; AMERICAN STATE PAPERS, NAVAL, II. No. 308.
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 January 12, Tuesday: A Congressional report sponsored by Henry Clay condemned the conduct of General 
Andrew Jackson in Florida. (This report would fail of adoption by the Congress.)

Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E.Burghardt Du Bois: “Letter from the Secretary of the 
Navy, transmitting copies of the instructions which have been issued to Naval Commanders, upon the subject 
of the Importation of Slaves, etc.” –HOUSE DOCUMENT, 15 Cong. 2 sess. IV. No. 84.

 January 19, Tuesday: Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: “Extracts 
from Documents in the Departments of State, of the Treasury, and of the Navy, in relation to the Illicit 
Introduction of Slaves into the United States.” –HOUSE DOCUMENT, 15 Cong. 2 sess. VI. No. 100.

Representative Henry Clay spoke before the US House of Representatives “On the Seminole War”:

If my recollection does not deceive me, Bonaparte had passed the Rhine and the Alps, 
had conquered Italy, the Netherlands, Holland, Hanover, Lubec, and Hamburg, and extended his 
empire as far as Altona, on the side of Denmark. A few days’ march would have carried him 
through Holstein, over the two Belts, through Funen, and into the island of Zealand. What, 
then, was the conduct of England? It was my lot to fall into conversation with an intelligent 
Englishman on this subject. “We knew (said he) that we were fighting for our existence. 
It was absolutely necessary that we should preserve the command of the seas. If the fleet of 
Denmark fell into the enemy’s hands, combined with his other fleets, that command might be 
rendered doubtful. Denmark had only a nominal independence. She was, in truth, subject to his 
sway. We said to her, Give us your fleet; it will otherwise be taken possession of by your secret 
and our open enemy. We will preserve it and restore it to you whenever the danger shall be over. 
Denmark refused. Copenhagen was bombarded, and gallantly defended, but the fleet was 
seized.” Everywhere the conduct of England was censured; and the name even of the negotiator 
who was employed by her, who was subsequently the minister near this government, was scarcely 
ever pronounced here without coupling with it an epithet indicating his participation in the 
disgraceful transaction. And yet we are going to sanction acts of violence, committed by 
ourselves, which but too much resemble it! What an important difference, too, between the 
relative condition of England and of this country! She, perhaps, was struggling for her existence. 
She was combating, single-handed, the most enormous military power that the world has ever 
known. With whom were we contending? With a few half-starved, half-clothed, wretched Indians 
and fugitive slaves. And while carrying on this inglorious war, inglorious as regards the laurels 
or renown won in it, we violate neutral rights, which the government had solemnly pledged itself 
to respect, upon the principle of convenience, or upon the light presumption that, by possibility, 
a post might be taken by this miserable combination of Indians and slaves....

I will not trespass much longer upon the time of the committee; but I trust I shall be indulged with 
some few reflections upon the danger of permitting the conduct on which it has been my painful 
duty to animadvert, to pass without the solemn expression of the disapprobation of this House. 
Recall to your recollection the free nations which have gone before us. Where are they now?

“Gone glimmering through the dream of things that were, 
A schoolboy’s tale, the wonder of an hour.”
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And how have they lost their liberties? If we could transport ourselves back to the ages when 
Greece and Rome flourished in their greatest prosperity, and, mingling in the throng, should ask 
a Grecian if he did not fear that some daring military chieftain, covered with glory, some Philip 
or Alexander, would one day overthrow the liberties of his country, the confident and indignant 
Grecian would exclaim, No! no! we have nothing to fear from our heroes; our liberties will be 
eternal. If a Roman citizen had been asked if he did not fear that the conqueror of Gaul might 
establish a throne upon the ruins of public liberty, he would have instantly repelled the unjust 
insinuation. yet Greece fell; Caesar passed the Rubicon, and the patriotic arm even of Brutus 
could not preserve the liberties of his devoted country! The celebrated Madame de Stael, in her 
last and perhaps her best work, has said, that in the very year, almost the very month, when the 
president of the Directory declared that monarchy would never more show its frightful head in 
France, Bonaparte, with his grenadiers, entered the palace of St. Cloud, and, dispersing with the 
bayonet the deputies of the people deliberating on the affairs of the State, laid the foundation of 
that vast fabric of despotism which overshadowed all Europe. I hope not to be misunderstood; 
I am far from intimating that General Jackson cherishes any designs inimical to the liberties of 
the country. I believe his intentions to be pure and patriotic. I thank God that he would not, but 
I thank him still more that he could not if he would, overturn the liberties of the Republic. But 
precedents, if bad, are fraught with the most dangerous consequences. Man has been described, 
by some of those who have treated of his nature, as a bundle of habits. The definition is much 
truer when applied to governments. Precedents are their habits. There is one important 
difference between the formation of habits by an individual and by governments. He contracts 
only after frequent repetition. A single instance fixes the habit and determines the direction of 
governments. Against the alarming doctrine of unlimited discretion in our military commanders 
when applied even to prisoners of war, I must enter my protest. It begins upon them; it will end 
on us. I hope our happy form of government is to be perpetual. But, if it is to be preserved, it must 
be by the practice of virtue, by justice, by moderation, by magnanimity, by greatness of soul, by 
keeping a watchful and steady eye on the Executive; and, above all, by holding to a strict 
accountability the military branch of the public force.

We are fighting a great moral battle for the benefit not only of our country, but of all mankind. 
The eyes of the whole world are in fixed attention upon us. One, and the larger portion of it, 
is gazing with contempt, with jealousy, and with envy; the other portion, with hope, with 
confidence, and with affection. Everywhere the black cloud of legitimacy is suspended over the 
world, save only one bright spot, which breaks out from the political hemisphere of the West, to 
enlighten and animate and gladden the human heart. Obscure that by the downfall of liberty 
here, and all mankind are enshrouded in a pall of universal darkness. To you, Mr. Chairman, 
belongs the high privilege of transmitting, unimpaired, to posterity the fair character and liberty 
of our country. Do you expect to execute this high trust by trampling, or suffering to be trampled 
down, law, justice, the Constitution, and the rights of the people? by exhibiting examples of 
inhumanity and cruelty and ambition? When the minions of despotism heard, in Europe, of the 
seizure of Pensacola, how did they chuckle, and chide the admirers of our institutions, tauntingly 
pointing to the demonstration of a spirit of injustice and aggrandizement made by our country, 
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in the midst of an amicable negotiation! Behold, said they, the conduct of those who are 
constantly reproaching kings! You saw how those admirers were astounded and hung their 
heads. you saw, too, when that illustrious man, who presides over us, adopted his pacific, 
moderate, and just course, how they once more lifted up their heads with exultation and delight 
beaming in their countenances. And you saw how those minions themselves were finally 
compelled to unite in the general praises bestowed upon our government. Beware how you forfeit 
this exalted character. Beware how you give a fatal sanction, in this infant period of our 
Republic, scarcely yet twoscore years old, to military insubordination. Remember that Greece 
had her Alexander, Rome her Caesar, England her Cromwell, France her Bonaparte, and that 
if we would escape the rock on which they split we must avoid their errors.

How different has been the treatment of General Jackson and that modest, but heroic young man, 
a native of one of the smallest States in the Union, who achieved for his country, on Lake Erie, 
one of the most glorious victories of the late war. In a moment of passion he forgot himself and 
offered an act of violence which was repented of as soon as perpetrated. He was tried, and 
suffered the judgment to be pronounced by his peers. Public justice was thought not even then to 
be satisfied. The press and Congress took up the subject. My honorable friend from Virginia, 
Mr. Johnson, the faithful and consistent sentinel of the law and of the Constitution, disapproved 
in that instance, as he does in this, and moved an inquiry. The public mind remained agitated and 
unappeased until the recent atonement, so honorably made by the gallant commodore. 
And is there to be a distinction between the officers of the two branches of the public service? 
Are former services, however eminent, to preclude even inquiry into recent misconduct? Is there 
to be no limit, no prudential bounds to the national gratitude? I am not disposed to censure the 
President for not ordering a court of inquiry, or a general court-martial. Perhaps, impelled by a 
sense of gratitude, he determined, by anticipation, to extend to the general that pardon which he 
had the undoubted right to grant after sentence. Let us not shrink from our duty. Let us assert our 
constitutional powers, and vindicate the instrument from military violation.

I hope gentlemen will deliberately survey the awful isthmus on which we stand. They may bear 
down all opposition; they may even vote the general the public thanks; they may carry him 
triumphantly through this House. But, if they do, in my humble judgment, it will be a triumph 
of the principle of insubordination, a triumph of the military over the civil authority, a triumph 
over the powers of this House, a triumph over the Constitution of the land. And I pray most 
devoutly to Heaven that it may not prove, in its ultimate effects and consequences, a triumph over 
the liberties of the people.
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 January 21, Thursday: Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: “Letter 
from the Secretary of the Treasury ... in relation to Ships engaged in the Slave Trade, which have been Seized 
and Condemned, and the Disposition which has been made of the Negroes, by the several State Governments, 
under whose Jurisdiction they have fallen.” –HOUSE DOCUMENT, 15 Cong. 2 sess. VI. No. 107.

Frederick Marryat got married with Catherine Shairp in St Pancras Old Church, London. The couple would 
produce four sons and seven daughters, including the novelist Florence Marryat.

Lemuel Capen, late minister of Sterling, Massachusetts, delivered a farewell address. This would be twice 
printed in Boston by J.T. Buckingham, as a pamphlet accompanied by documents containing the reasons of his 
dismission.1575
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(The Reverend Mr. Capen had been or would be replaced in the pulpit at Sterling by the Reverend Peter 
Osgood.)

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 21st of 1st M / Our Meeting was pretty well attended, 
considering the cloudy weather & muddy walking. — Father Rodman 
was engaged in a short but solemn testimony on the necessity of 
Pure offrerings & the danger of Strange fire. — the D Buffum on 
the necessity of love, that we closely examine ourselves to see 
if we are harbouring any thing counter to the Gospel 
dispensation on that Subject & if we are he impressed the 
necessity of setting about to do it away. In the last Osborn 
Mowry requested a certificate of removal within the limits of 
Richmond Moy [Monthly] Meeting - so, our numbers seems to be 
bounded. I was in hopes that he would have settled down with us, 
& have contributed to the Streangth of this Moy [Monthly] 
Meeting. —

 February 8, Monday: The censure of Andrew Jackson for entering and seizing Florida without authorization 
was voted down by the US House of Representatives (victory has a thousand fathers).

John Ruskin was born in London.

The US Senate considered changing the rules in regard to the international slave trade, and then put this off.

“A bill supplementary to an act, passed the 2d day of March,
1807, entitled,” etc. SENATE JOURNAL, 15th Congress, 2d session,
pages 234, 244, 311-2, 347.

 March 3, Wednesday: An executive meeting of the Gesellschaft der Musikfreunde in Vienna, it was decided 
that Jan Václav Vorísek should henceforth conduct the concerts and have a greater say in the choice of music. 
He would conduct the following two performances.

This day marked the end of Salma Hale’s term as an elected member of the 15th Federal Congress. He would 
land on his feet as clerk of the New Hampshire Supreme Court (until 1834). The US Congress enacted a piece 
of legislation which would be misused later, in the case The U.S. v. The Libelants, etc., of the Schooner 
Amistad. 

“An Act in addition to the Acts prohibiting the slave trade.”
STATUTES AT LARGE, III. 532. For proceedings in Congress, see SENATE
JOURNAL, 15th Congress, 2d session, pages 338, 339, 343, 345, 350,
362; HOUSE JOURNAL, 15th Congress, 2d session, pages 9-19, 42-3,
150, 179, 330, 334, 341, 343, 352.

1575. A number of sources affirm that he resigned his charge not on January 21st as shown on the face of this document, but on 
June 21st — and only because the parishioners were unwilling or unable to pay a salary commensurate to “his frugal wants.”
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The act prohibited the importation of persons to be sold here as slaves. When the schooner La Amistad entered 
American waters, it would later be falsely argued by this government, they were slaves who had previously 
stolen themselves from their lawful owners, and were importing themselves in violation of the law. It would 
take the Supreme Court decision of March 9, 1841 to correct this preposterous government allegation, thus 
finding in error the circuit court’s affirmation of the district court’s decree in the case.

Due to the continued profitability of the illegal importation of slaves into the US, this legislation offered a 
bounty of $50 to informers. If these self-importers aboard the Amistad had turned themselves in, then, perhaps 
they would have been entitled to collect fifty bucks apiece for informing upon themselves!

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: To remedy the obvious defects of the Act
of 1807 two courses were possible: one, to minimize the crime
of transportation, and, by encouraging informers, to concentrate
efforts against the buying of smuggled slaves; the other, to
make the crime of transportation so great that no slaves would
be imported. The Act of 1818 tried the first method; that of
1819, the second.1576 The latter was obviously the more upright
and logical, and the only method deserving thought even in 1807;
but the Act of 1818 was the natural descendant of that series
of compromises which began in the Constitutional Convention, and
which, instead of postponing the settlement of critical
questions to more favorable times, rather aggravated and
complicated them.

1576. The first method, represented by the Act of 1818, was favored by the South, the Senate, and the Democrats; the second 
method, represented by the Act of 1819, by the North, the House, and by the as yet undeveloped but growing Whig party.

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE

SLAVERY
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The immediate cause of the Act of 1818 was the Amelia Island
scandal.1577 Committees in both Houses reported bills, but that
of the Senate finally passed. There does not appear to have been
very much debate.1578 The sale of Africans for the benefit of the
informer and of the United States was strongly urged “as the
only means of executing the laws against the slave trade as
experience had fully demonstrated since the origin of the
prohibition.”1579 This proposition was naturally opposed as
“inconsistent with the principles of our Government, and
calculated to throw as wide open the door to the importation of
slaves as it was before the existing prohibition.”1580 The act,
which became a law April 20, 1818,1581 was a poorly constructed
compromise, which virtually acknowledged the failure of efforts
to control the trade, and sought to remedy defects by pitting
cupidity against cupidity, informer against thief. One-half of
all forfeitures and fines were to go to the informer, and
penalties for violation were changed as follows: — 
For equipping a slaver, instead of a fine of $20,000, a fine of
$1000 to $5000 and imprisonment from 3 to 7 years.
For transporting Negroes, instead of a fine of $5000 and
forfeiture of ship and Negroes, a fine of $1000 to $5000 and
imprisonment from 3 to 7 years.
For actual importation, instead of a fine of $1000 to $10,000
and imprisonment from 5 to 10 years, a fine of $1000 to $10,000,
and imprisonment from 3 to 7 years.
For knowingly buying illegally imported Negroes, instead of a
fine of $800 for each Negro and forfeiture, a fine of $1000 for
each Negro.
The burden of proof was laid on the defendant, to the extent
that he must prove that the slave in question had been imported
at least five years before the prosecution. The slaves were
still left to the disposal of the States.
This statute was, of course, a failure from the start,1582 and
at the very next session Congress took steps to revise it. A
bill was reported in the House, January 13, 1819, but it was not
discussed till March.1583 It finally passed, after “much

1577. Committees on the slave-trade were appointed by the House in 1810 and 1813; the committee of 1813 recommended a 
revision of the laws, but nothing was done: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 11 Congress 3 session, page 387; 12th Congress 2d session, 
pages 1074, 1090. The presidential message of 1816 led to committees on the trade in both Houses. The committee of the House of 
Representatives reported a joint resolution on abolishing the traffic and colonizing the Negroes, also looking toward international 
action. This never came to a vote: SENATE JOURNAL, 14th Congress 2d session, pages 46, 179, 180; HOUSE JOURNAL, 14th Congress 
2d session, pages 25, 27, 380; HOUSE DOCUMENT, 14th Congress 2d session, II. No. 77. Finally, the presidential message of 1817 
(HOUSE JOURNAL, 15th Congress 1st session, page 11), announcing the issuance of orders to suppress the Amelia Island 
establishment, led to two other committees in both Houses. The House committee under Middleton made a report with a bill 
(AMERICAN STATE PAPERS, MISCELLANEOUS, II. No. 441), and the Senate committee also reported a bill.
1578. The Senate debates were entirely unreported, and the report of the House debates is very meagre. For the proceedings, see 
SENATE JOURNAL, 15th Congress 1st session, pages 243, 304, 315, 333, 338, 340, 348, 377, 386, 388, 391, 403, 406; HOUSE 
JOURNAL, 15th Congress 1st session, pages 19, 20, 29, 51, 92, 131, 362, 410, 450, 452, 456, 468, 479, 484, 492, 505.
1579. Simkins of South Carolina, Edwards of North Carolina, and Pindall: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 15th Congress 1st session, page 
1740.
1580. Hugh Nelson of Virginia: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 15th Congress 1st session, page 1740.
1581. STATUTES AT LARGE, III. 450. By this act the first six sections of the Act of 1807 were repealed.
1582. Or, more accurately speaking, every one realized, in view of the increased activity of the trade, that it would be a failure.
1583. Nov. 18, 1818, the part of the presidential message referring to the slave-trade was given to a committee of the House, and 
this committee also took in hand the House bill of the previous session which the Senate bill had replaced: HOUSE JOURNAL, 15th 
Congress 2d session, pages 9-19, 42, 150, 179, 330, 334, 341, 343, 352.
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debate.”1584 The Senate dropped its own bill, and, after striking
out the provision for the death penalty, passed the bill as it
came from the House.1585 The House acquiesced, and the bill
became a law, March 3, 1819,1586 in the midst of the Missouri
trouble. This act directed the President to use armed cruisers
on the coasts of the United States and Africa to suppress the
slave-trade; one-half the proceeds of the condemned ship were
to go to the captors as bounty, provided the Africans were safely
lodged with a United States marshal and the crew with the civil
authorities. These provisions were seriously marred by a proviso
which Butler of Louisiana, had inserted, with a “due regard for
the interests of the State which he represented,” viz., that a
captured slaver must always be returned to the port whence she
sailed.1587 This, of course, secured decided advantages to
Southern slave-traders. The most radical provision of the act
was that which directed the President to “make such regulations
and arrangements as he may deem expedient for the safe keeping,
support, and removal beyond the limits of the United States, of
all such negroes, mulattoes, or persons of colour, as may be so
delivered and brought within their jurisdiction;” and to appoint
an agent in Africa to receive such Negroes.1588 Finally, an
appropriation of $100,000 was made to enforce the act.1589 This
act was in some measure due to the new colonization movement;
and the return of Africans recaptured was a distinct recognition
of its efforts, and the real foundation of Liberia.
To render this straightforward act effective, it was necessary
to add but one measure, and that was a penalty commensurate with
the crime of slave stealing. This was accomplished by the Act
of May 15, 1820,1590 a law which may be regarded as the last of
the Missouri Compromise measures. The act originated from the
various bills on piracy which were introduced early in the
sixteenth Congress. The House bill, in spite of opposition, was
amended so as to include slave-trading under piracy, and passed.
The Senate agreed without a division. This law provided that
direct participation in the slave-trade should be piracy,
punishable with death.1591

1584. Of which little was reported: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 15th Congress 2d session, pages 1430-31. Strother opposed, “for various 
reasons of expediency,” the bounties for captors. Nelson of Virginia advocated the death penalty, and, aided by Pindall, had it 
inserted. The vote on the bill was 57 to 45.
1585. The Senate had also had a committee at work on a bill which was reported Feb. 8, and finally postponed: SENATE JOURNAL, 
15th Congress 2d session, pages 234, 244, 311-2, 347. The House bill was taken up March 2: ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 15th Congress 
2d session, page 280.
1586. STATUTES AT LARGE, III. 532.
1587. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 15th Congress 2d session, page 1430. This insured the trial of slave-traders in a sympathetic slave 
State, and resulted in the “disappearance” of many captured Negroes.
1588. STATUTES AT LARGE, III. 533.
1589. The first of a long series of appropriations extending to 1869, of which a list is given on the next page. The totals are only 
approximately correct. Some statutes may have escaped me, and in the reports of moneys the surpluses of previous years are not 
always clearly distinguishable.
1590. In the first session of the sixteenth Congress, two bills on piracy were introduced into the Senate, one of which passed, April 
26. In the House there was a bill on piracy, and a slave-trade committee reported recommending that the slave-trade be piracy. The 
Senate bill and this bill were considered in Committee of the Whole, May 11, and a bill was finally passed declaring, among other 
things, the traffic piracy. In the Senate there was “some discussion, rather on the form than the substance of these amendments,” 
and “they were agreed to without a division”: SENATE JOURNAL, 16th Congress 1st session, pages 238, 241, 268, 287, 314, 331, 
346, 350, 409, 412, 417, 420, 422, 424, 425; HOUSE JOURNAL, 16th Congress 1st session, pages 113, 280, 453, 454, 494, 518, 520, 
522, 537; ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 16th Congress 1st session, pages 693-4, 2231, 2236-7, etc. The debates were not reported.

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY

HDT WHAT? INDEX
STATUTES AT LARGE

1591. STATUTES AT LARGE, III. 600-1. This act was in reality a continuation of the piracy Act of 1819, and was only temporary. 
The provision was, however, continued by several acts, and finally made perpetual by the Act of Jan. 30, 1823: STATUTES AT LARGE, 
III. 510-4, 721. On March 3, 1823, it was slightly amended so as to give district courts jurisdiction.

VOLUME PAGE DATE AMOUNT
APPROPRIATED

III. 533-4 March 3, 1819 $100,000

III. 764 March 3, 1823 50,000

IIV. 141 March 14, 1826 32,000

IIV. 208 March 2, 1827 36,710
20,000

IIV. 302 May 24, 1828 30,000

IIV. 354 March 2, 1829 16,000

IIV. 462 March 2, 1831 16,000

IIV. 615 February 20, 1833 5,000

IIV. 67 January 24, 1834 5,000

IV. 157-8 March 3, 1837 11,413 .57

IV. 501 August 4, 1842 10,543 .42

IV. 615 March 3, 1843 5,000

IIX. 96 August 10, 1846 25,000

IXI. 90 August 18, 1856 8,000

IXI. 227 March 3, 1857 8,000

IXI. 404 March 3, 1859 75,000

IXII. 21 May 26, 1860 40,000

IXII. 132 February 19, 1861 900,000

IXII. 219 March 2, 1861 900,000

IXII. 639 February 4, 1863 17,000

IXIII. 424 January 24, 1865 17,000

IXIV. 226 July 25, 1866 17,000

IXIV. 415 February 28, 1867 17,000

IXV. 58 March 30, 1868 12,500

IXV. 321 March 3, 1869 12,500

Total, 50 years $ 2,386,666.99

Minus surpluses re-appropriated (approximate) 48,666.99?

$ 2,338,000.00
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Cf. Kendall’s Report: SENATE DOCUMENT, 21st Congress 2d session,
I. No. 1, pages 211-8; AMERICAN STATE PAPERS, NAVAL, III. No. 429
E.; also Reports of the Secretaries of the Navy from 1819 to
1860.

THE FUTURE IS MOST READILY PREDICTED IN RETROSPECT

 December 7, Tuesday: A liberal constitution for Hanover was granted by the Prince-Regent.

At Concord, Abner Wheeler of Concord got married with Susannah Blanchard of Littleton.

Loring Henry Austin was born in Cambridge, Massachusetts to Loring Austin (1795-January 31, 1827) 
and Sarah Wendell Orne (?-August 28, 1846).

President James Monroe addressed the Congress of the United States.

“Due attention has likewise been paid to the suppression of the
slave trade, in compliance with a law of the last session. Orders
have been given to the commanders of all our public ships to
seize all vessels navigated under our flag, engaged in that
trade, and to bring them in, to be proceeded against, in the
manner prescribed by that law. It is hoped that these vigorous
measures, supported by like acts by other nations, will soon
terminate a commerce so disgraceful to the civilized world.”

Cost of squadron, 1843-58, @ $384,500 per year
(HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 31st Cong., 1st sess., IX. No. 73) 

5,767,500

Returning slaves on “Wildfire” (STATUTES AT LARGE, XII. 41) 250,000

Approximate cost of squadron, 1858-66, 
probably not less than $500,000 per year

(?)4,000,000

Approximate money cost of suppressing the slave-trade (?)$ 12,355,500
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HOUSE JOURNAL, 16th Congress, 1st session, page 18.
INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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 From this year into 1823, pursuant to an 1819 act of Congress, our naval units would be raiding slave traffic 
off the coast of Africa.

For instance, during this year the negreros Endymion, Plattsburg, Science, Esperanza, and Alexander would 
be captured on the African coast by ships of the United States navy and forwarded to the ports of New-York 
and Boston (HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress, 1st session II, No. 92, pages 6 and 15; 21st Congress, 1st session 
III, No. 348, pages 122, 144, and 187).1592

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: A somewhat more sincere and determined
effort to enforce the slave-trade laws now followed; and yet it
is a significant fact that not until Lincoln’s administration
did a slave-trader suffer death for violating the laws of the
United States. The participation of Americans in the trade
continued, declining somewhat between 1825 and 1830, and then
reviving, until it reached its highest activity between 1840 and
1860. The development of a vast internal slave-trade, and the
consequent rise in the South of vested interests strongly
opposed to slave smuggling, led to a falling off in the illicit
introduction of Negroes after 1825, until the fifties;
nevertheless, smuggling never entirely ceased, and large numbers
were thus added to the plantations of the Gulf States.
Monroe had various constitutional scruples as to the execution
of the Act of 1819;1593 but, as Congress took no action, he at
last put a fair interpretation on his powers, and appointed
Samuel Bacon as an agent in Africa to form a settlement for
recaptured Africans. Gradually the agency thus formed became
merged with that of the Colonization Society on Cape Mesurado;
and from this union Liberia was finally evolved.1594

Meantime, during the years 1818 to 1820, the activity of the
slave-traders was prodigious. General James Tallmadge declared
in the House, February 15, 1819: “Our laws are already highly
penal against their introduction, and yet, it is a well known
fact, that about fourteen thousand slaves have been brought into
our country this last year.”1595 In the same year Middleton of
South Carolina and Wright of Virginia estimated illicit
introduction at 13,000 and 15,000 respectively.1596 Judge Story,

1820

1592. However, the negrero General Artigas would succeed in importing a dozen slaves into the United States (FRIENDS’ VIEW 
OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE TRADE, 1824, page 42).
1593. Attorney-General Wirt advised him, October, 1819, that no part of the appropriation could be used to purchase land in Africa 
or tools for the Negroes, or as salary for the agent: OPINIONS OF ATTORNEYS-GENERAL, I. 314-7. Monroe laid the case before 
Congress in a special message Dec. 20, 1819 (HOUSE JOURNAL, 16th Congress 1st session, page 57); but no action was taken there.
1594. Cf. Kendall’s Report, August, 1830: SENATE DOCUMENT, 21st Congress 2d session, I. No. 1, pages 211-8; also see below, 
Chapter X.
1595. Speech in the House of Representatives, Feb. 15, 1819, page 18; published in Boston, 1849.

US MILITARY INTERVENTIONS

THE TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY

HDT WHAT? INDEX
in charging a jury, took occasion to say: “We have but too many
proofs from unquestionable sources, that it [the slave-trade]
is still carried on with all the implacable rapacity of former
times. Avarice has grown more subtle in its evasions, and
watches and seizes its prey with an appetite quickened rather
than suppressed by its guilty vigils. American citizens are
steeped to their very mouths (I can hardly use too bold a figure)
in this stream of iniquity.”1597 The following year, 1820,
brought some significant statements from various members of
Congress. Said Smith of South Carolina: “Pharaoh was, for his
temerity, drowned in the Red Sea, in pursuing them [the
Israelites] contrary to God’s express will; but our Northern
friends have not been afraid even of that, in their zeal to
furnish the Southern States with Africans. They are better
seamen than Pharaoh, and calculate by that means to elude the
vigilance of Heaven; which they seem to disregard, if they can
but elude the violated laws of their country.”1598 As late as May
he saw little hope of suppressing the traffic.1599 Sergeant of
Pennsylvania declared: “It is notorious that, in spite of the
utmost vigilance that can be employed, African negroes are
clandestinely brought in and sold as slaves.”1600 Plumer of New
Hampshire stated that “of the unhappy beings, thus in violation
of all laws transported to our shores, and thrown by force into
the mass of our black population, scarcely one in a hundred is
ever detected by the officers of the General Government, in a
part of the country, where, if we are to believe the statement
of Governor Rabun, ‘an officer who would perform his duty, by
attempting to enforce the law [against the slave trade] is, by
many, considered as an officious meddler, and treated with
derision and contempt;’ ... I have been told by a gentleman, who
has attended particularly to this subject, that ten thousand
slaves were in one year smuggled into the United States; and
that, even for the last year, we must count the number not by
hundreds, but by thousands.”1601 In 1821 a committee of Congress
characterized prevailing methods as those “of the grossest fraud
that could be practised to deceive the officers of
government.”1602 Another committee, in 1822, after a careful
examination of the subject, declare that they “find it
impossible to measure with precision the effect produced upon
the American branch of the slave trade by the laws above
mentioned, and the seizures under them. They are unable to
state, whether those American merchants, the American capital
and seamen which heretofore aided in this traffic, have
abandoned it altogether, or have sought shelter under the flags
of other nations.” They then state the suspicious circumstance
that, with the disappearance of the American flag from the

1596. Jay, INQUIRY INTO AMERICAN COLONIZATION (1838), page 59, note.
1597. Quoted in Friends’ FACTS AND OBSERVATIONS ON THE SLAVE TRADE (ed. 1841), pages 7-8.
1598. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 16th Congress 1st session, pages 270-1.
1599. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 16th Congress 1st session, page 698.
1600. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 16th Congress 1st session, page 1207.
1601. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 16th Congress 1st session, page 1433.
1602. Referring particularly to the case of the slaver “Plattsburg.” Cf. HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress 1st session, II. No. 92, page 
10.
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traffic, “the trade, notwithstanding, increases annually, under
the flags of other nations.” They complain of the spasmodic
efforts of the executive. They say that the first United States
cruiser arrived on the African coast in March, 1820, and
remained a “few weeks;” that since then four others had in two
years made five visits in all; but “since the middle of last
November, the commencement of the healthy season on that coast,
no vessel has been, nor, as your committee is informed, is, under
orders for that service.”1603 The United States African agent,
Ayres, reported in 1823: “I was informed by an American officer
who had been on the coast in 1820, that he had boarded 20
American vessels in one morning, lying in the port of Gallinas,
and fitted for the reception of slaves. It is a lamentable fact,
that most of the harbours, between the Senegal and the line,
were visited by an equal number of American vessels, and for the
sole purpose of carrying away slaves. Although for some years
the coast had been occasionally visited by our cruizers, their
short stay and seldom appearance had made but slight impression
on those traders, rendered hardy by repetition of crime, and
avaricious by excessive gain. They were enabled by a regular
system to gain intelligence of any cruizer being on the
coast.”1604

Even such spasmodic efforts bore abundant fruit, and indicated
what vigorous measures might have accomplished. Between May,
1818, and November, 1821, nearly six hundred Africans were
recaptured and eleven American slavers taken.1605 Such measures
gradually changed the character of the trade, and opened the
international phase of the question. American slavers cleared
for foreign ports, there took a foreign flag and papers, and
then sailed boldly past American cruisers, although their real
character was often well known. More stringent clearance laws
and consular instructions might have greatly reduced this
practice; but nothing was ever done, and gradually the laws
became in large measure powerless to deal with the bulk of the
illicit trade. In 1820, September 16, a British officer, in his
official report, declares that, in spite of United States laws,
“American vessels, American subjects, and American capital, are
unquestionably engaged in the trade, though under other colours
and in disguise.”1606 The United States ship “Cyane” at one time
reported ten captures within a few days, adding: “Although they
are evidently owned by Americans, they are so completely covered
by Spanish papers that it is impossible to condemn them.”1607 The

1603. HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress 1st session, II. No. 92, page 2. The President had in his message spoken in exhilarating tones 
of the success of the government in suppressing the trade. The House Committee appointed in pursuance of this passage made the 
above report. Their conclusions are confirmed by British reports: PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1822, Vol. XXII., SLAVE TRADE, 
Further Papers, III. page 44. So, too, in 1823, Ashmun, the African agent, reports that thousands of slaves are being abducted.
1604. Ayres to the Secretary of the Navy, Feb. 24, 1823; reprinted in FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE (1824), page 
31.
1605. HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress 1st session, II. No. 92, pages 5-6. The slavers were the “Ramirez,” “Endymion,” 
“Esperanza,” “Plattsburg,” “Science,” “Alexander,” “Eugene,” “Mathilde,” “Daphne,” “Eliza,” and “La Pensée.” In these 573 
Africans were taken. The naval officers were greatly handicapped by the size of the ships, etc. (cf. FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN 
SLAVE-TRADE (1824), pages 33-41). They nevertheless acted with great zeal.
1606. PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1821, Vol. XXIII., SLAVE TRADE, Further Papers, A, page 76. The names and description of a 
dozen or more American slavers are given: PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1821, Vol. XXIII., SLAVE TRADE, Further Papers, A, pages 
18-21.
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governor of Sierra Leone reported the rivers Nunez and Pongas
full of renegade European and American slave-traders;1608 the
trade was said to be carried on “to an extent that almost
staggers belief.”1609 Down to 1824 or 1825, reports from all
quarters prove this activity in slave-trading.
The execution of the laws within the country exhibits grave
defects and even criminal negligence. Attorney-General Wirt
finds it necessary to assure collectors, in 1819, that “it is
against public policy to dispense with prosecutions for
violation of the law to prohibit the Slave trade.”1610 One
district attorney writes: “It appears to be almost impossible
to enforce the laws of the United States against offenders after
the negroes have been landed in the state.”1611 Again, it is
asserted that “when vessels engaged in the slave trade have been
detained by the American cruizers, and sent into the slave-
holding states, there appears at once a difficulty in securing
the freedom to these captives which the laws of the United States
have decreed for them.”1612 In some cases, one man would smuggle
in the Africans and hide them in the woods; then his partner
would “rob” him, and so all trace be lost.1613 Perhaps 350
Africans were officially reported as brought in contrary to law
from 1818 to 1820: the absurdity of this figure is apparent.1614

A circular letter to the marshals, in 1821, brought reports of
only a few well-known cases, like that of the “General Ramirez;”
the marshal of Louisiana had “no information.”1615

There appears to be little positive evidence of a large illicit
importation into the country for a decade after 1825. It is
hardly possible, however, considering the activity in the trade,
that slaves were not largely imported. Indeed, when we note how
the laws were continually broken in other respects, absence of
evidence of petty smuggling becomes presumptive evidence that
collusive or tacit understanding of officers and citizens
allowed the trade to some extent.1616 Finally, it must be noted
that during all this time scarcely a man suffered for
participating in the trade, beyond the loss of the Africans and,
more rarely, of his ship. Red-handed slavers, caught in the act
and convicted, were too often, like La Coste of South Carolina,
the subjects of executive clemency.1617 In certain cases there
were those who even had the effrontery to ask Congress to cancel
their own laws. For instance, in 1819 a Venezuelan privateer,
secretly fitted out and manned by Americans in Baltimore,
succeeded in capturing several American, Portuguese, and Spanish

1607. HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress 1st session, II. No. 92, pages 15-20.
1608. HOUSE DOCUMENT, 18th Congress 1st session, VI. No. 119, page 13.
1609. PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1823, Vol. XVIII., SLAVE TRADE, Further Papers, A, pages 10-11.
1610. OPINIONS OF ATTORNEYS-GENERAL, V. 717.
1611. R.W. Habersham to the Secretary of the Navy, August, 1821; reprinted in FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE 
(1824), page 47.
1612. FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE (1824), page 42.
1613. FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE (1824), page 43.
1614. Cf. above, pages 126-7.
1615. FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE (1824), page 42.
1616. A few accounts of captures here and there would make the matter less suspicious; these, however, do not occur. How large 
this suspected illicit traffic was, it is of course impossible to say; there is no reason why it may not have reached many hundreds per 
year.
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slavers, and appropriating the slaves; being finally wrecked
herself, she transferred her crew and slaves to one of her
prizes, the “Antelope,” which was eventually captured by a
United States cruiser and the 280 Africans sent to Georgia.
After much litigation, the United States Supreme Court ordered
those captured from Spaniards to be surrendered, and the others
to be returned to Africa. By some mysterious process, only 139
Africans now remained, 100 of whom were sent to Africa. The
Spanish claimants of the remaining thirty-nine sold them to a
certain Mr. Wilde, who gave bond to transport them out of the
country. Finally, in December, 1827, there came an innocent
petition to Congress to cancel this bond.1618 A bill to that effect
passed and was approved, May 2, 1828,1619 and in consequence
these Africans remained as slaves in Georgia.
On the whole, it is plain that, although in the period from 1807
to 1820 Congress laid down broad lines of legislation
sufficient, save in some details, to suppress the African slave
trade to America, yet the execution of these laws was criminally
lax. Moreover, by the facility with which slavers could disguise
their identity, it was possible for them to escape even a
vigorous enforcement of our laws. This situation could properly
be met only by energetic and sincere international co-
operation....1620

1617. Cf. editorial in Niles’s Register, XXII. 114. Cf. also the following instances of pardons: — 
PRESIDENT JEFFERSON: March 1, 1808, Phillip M. Topham, convicted for “carrying on an illegal slave-trade” (pardoned twice). 
PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, I. 146, 148-9.
PRESIDENT MADISON: July 29, 1809, fifteen vessels arrived at New Orleans from Cuba, with 666 white persons and 683 
negroes. Every penalty incurred under the Act of 1807 was remitted. (Note: “Several other pardons of this nature were granted.”) 
PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, I. 179.
Nov. 8, 1809, John Hopkins and Lewis Le Roy, convicted for importing a slave. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, I. 184-5.
Feb. 12, 1810, William Sewall, convicted for importing slaves. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, I. 194, 235, 240.
May 5, 1812, William Babbit, convicted for importing slaves. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, I. 248.
PRESIDENT MONROE: June 11, 1822, Thomas Shields, convicted for bringing slaves into New Orleans. PARDONS AND 
REMISSIONS, IV. 15.
Aug. 24, 1822, J.F. Smith, sentenced to five years’ imprisonment and $3000 fine; served twenty-five months and was then pardoned. 
PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 22.
July 23, 1823, certain parties liable to penalties for introducing slaves into Alabama. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 63.
Aug. 15, 1823, owners of schooner “Mary,” convicted of importing slaves. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 66.
PRESIDENT J.Q. ADAMS: March 4, 1826, Robert Perry; his ship was forfeited for slave-trading. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 
140.
Jan. 17, 1827, Jesse Perry; forfeited ship, and was convicted for introducing slaves. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 158.
Feb. 13, 1827, Zenas Winston; incurred penalties for slave-trading. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 161. The four following cases 
are similar to that of Winston: — 
Feb. 24, 1827, John Tucker and William Morbon. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 162.
March 25, 1828, Joseph Badger. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 192.
Feb. 19, 1829, L.R. Wallace. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 215.
PRESIDENT JACKSON: Five cases. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 225, 270, 301, 393, 440.
The above cases were taken from manuscript copies of the Washington records, made by Mr. W.C. Endicott, Jr., and kindly loaned 
me.
1618. See SENATE JOURNAL, 20th Congress 1st session, pages 60, 66, 340, 341, 343, 348, 352, 355; HOUSE JOURNAL, 20th Congress 
1st session, pages 59, 76, 123, 134, 156, 169, 173, 279, 634, 641, 646, 647, 688, 692.
1619. STATUTES AT LARGE, VI. 376.
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 Would Secretary of State John Quincy Adams be the friend of the slave? At a time when this man could have 
been putting his whole being and future on the line by defending the personhood of slaves, he was doing 
nothing of the sort. In this year in which as part of the effort to suppress the international slave trade the 
Antelope was being captured with a cargo of 281 slaves by the revenue cutter USS Dallas, Adams was serving 
as President Monroe’s Secretary of State. While, to his diary, he commented that someone should step up and 
defend those slaves as persons, in fact he involved himself in the case in no way.

There was a critical difference in international law between the Antelope seizure of 1820, involving a Spanish 
flag vessel at a time when Spain still sanctioned the trade, and the La Amistad case of 1839 involving a 
rebellion on what, at least legally, was a pirate ship. Unfortunately, Adams was more sensitive to such legal 
niceties than he ever would become to real issues such as human freedom. A prick he was, a prig he was, a 
self-righteous posturer he was — hero of human freedom never would he be.1621

1620. Among interesting minor proceedings in this period were two Senate bills to register slaves so as to prevent illegal 
importation. They were both dropped in the House; a House proposition to the same effect also came to nothing: SENATE JOURNAL, 
15th Congress 1st session, pages 147, 152, 157, 165, 170, 188, 201, 203, 232, 237; 15th Congress 2d session, pages 63, 74, 77, 202, 
207, 285, 291, 297; HOUSE JOURNAL, 15th Congress 1st session, page 332; 15th Congress 2d session, pages 303, 305, 316; 16th 
Congress 1st session, page 150. Another proposition was contained in the Meigs resolution presented to the House, Feb. 5, 1820, 
which proposed to devote the public lands to the suppression of the slave-trade. This was ruled out of order. It was presented again 
and laid on the table in 1821: HOUSE JOURNAL, 16th Congress 1st session, pages 196, 200, 227; 16th Congress 2d session, page 238.

Date Slave-trade Abolished by

1802 Denmark

1807 Great Britain; United States

1813 Sweden

1814 Netherlands

1815 Portugal (north of the equator)

1817 Spain (north of the equator)

1818 France

1820 Spain

1829 Brazil (?)

1830 Portugal

1621. Remember that in 1783 John Quincy Adams had visited the British Museum in London to view the seal of his ancestor Saer 
de Quincy upon the original parchment of the Magna Carta. He would come to consider his representing the blacks of the La 
Amistad as of the greatest importance only because the Amistad had been seized by the USS Washington without warrant, in a 
“gross violation” by the US government of a principle underlying this foundational document which his eponymous ancestor had 
helped to create. In other words, he wasn’t defending the black defendants at all — but was defending instead the historical 
significance of his alleged white ancestor Saer de Quincy.
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“It is simply crazy that there should ever have come 
into being a world with such a sin in it, in which a man 
is set apart because of his color — the superficial fact 
about a human being. Who could want such a world? For 
an American fighting for his love of country, that the 
last hope of earth should from its beginning have 
swallowed slavery, is an irony so withering, a justice 
so intimate in its rebuke of pride, as to measure only 
with God.”

— Stanley Cavell, MUST WE MEAN WHAT WE SAY?
 1976, page 141

He had relatives down south, who worked black slaves on their plantations, and there is no evidence that this 
familial entanglement with slavery ever gave him any little bit of trouble. Note that the white people of the 
South, who earlier had been not at all fixated upon the absolute value of their system of human enslavement, 
had in fact been perfectly congenial to speculations that it might be an excellent idea to simply walk away from 
all this, had by this point generally revised their attitude toward human enslavement. Their economic self-
interest had changed due to the immense profits to be derived from the labor-intensive cotton crop: by this 
point they were vehemently in favor of race slavery.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: The attitude of the South toward the
slave-trade changed pari passu with this development of the cotton
trade. From 1808 to 1820 the South half wished to get rid of a
troublesome and abnormal institution, and yet saw no way to do
so. The fear of insurrection and of the further spread of the
disagreeable system led her to consent to the partial
prohibition of the trade by severe national enactments.
Nevertheless, she had in the matter no settled policy: she
refused to support vigorously the execution of the laws she had
helped to make, and at the same time she acknowledged the
theoretical necessity of these laws. After 1820, however, there
came a gradual change. The South found herself supplied with a
body of slave laborers, whose number had been augmented by large
illicit importations, with an abundance of rich land, and with
all other natural facilities for raising a crop which was in
large demand and peculiarly adapted to slave labor. The
increasing crop caused a new demand for slaves, and an
interstate slave-traffic arose between the Border and the Gulf
States, which turned the former into slave-breeding districts,
and bound them to the slave States by ties of strong economic
interest.
As the cotton crop continued to increase, this source of supply
became inadequate, especially as the theory of land and slave
consumption broke down former ethical and prudential bounds. It
was, for example, found cheaper to work a slave to death in a
few years, and buy a new one, than to care for him in sickness
and old age; so, too, it was easier to despoil rich, new land
in a few years of intensive culture, and move on to the
Southwest, than to fertilize and conserve the soil.1622

Consequently, there early came a demand for land and slaves
greater than the country could supply. The demand for land

1622. Cf. United States census reports; and Olmsted, THE COTTON KINGDOM.
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showed itself in the annexation of Texas, the conquest of
Mexico, and the movement toward the acquisition of Cuba. The
demand for slaves was manifested in the illicit traffic that
noticeably increased about 1835, and reached large proportions
by 1860. It was also seen in a disposition to attack the
government for stigmatizing the trade as criminal,1623 then in a
disinclination to take any measures which would have rendered
our repressive laws effective; and finally in such articulate
declarations by prominent men as this: “Experience having
settled the point, that this Trade cannot be abolished by the use of force,
and that blockading squadrons serve only to make it more
profitable and more cruel, I am surprised that the attempt is
persisted in, unless as it serves as a cloak to some other
purposes. It would be far better than it now is, for the African,
if the trade was free from all restrictions, and left to the
mitigation and decay which time and competition would surely
bring about.”1624

 For some two decades the US customs collector at Bristol, Rhode Island had been a brother-in-law of James 
DeWolf who had a major investment in the illicit international slave trade, an official who could be counted 
on not to interfere with the importation of generations of fresh slaves from Africa into the United States of 
America. In this year, however, that convenient arrangement came to an end. –No more slaves were to be 
disembarked in broad daylight at this New England port!

The African Freedmen’s Society of Providence had become the Bethel African Methodist Episcopal (AME) 
Church. At first the Bethel group had met in the homes of members and in the meetinghouse of the Religious 
Society of Friends at the corner of North Main Street and Meeting Street (when the white Quakers were not in 
the building, the black folks were of course allowed to sit anywhere they pleased, even downstairs rather than 
in the building’s dilapidated “pigeon loft”; the unused segregated seats would be torn out in a building 

1623. As early as 1836 Calhoun declared that he should ever regret that the term “piracy” had been applied to the slave-trade in our 
laws: Benton, ABRIDGMENT OF DEBATES, XII. 718.
1624. Governor J.H. Hammond of South Carolina, in LETTERS TO CLARKSON, No. 1, page 2.
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renovation in 1822). Such churches were disapproved of by the white community, but as one meeting place 

had been removed by the authorities, it had been replaced by another, and sometimes two or three. In the 
previous year members of the local black community had met at the 1st Baptist Church, the nation’s oldest 
Baptist church, to discuss their need for an African Meeting House. In this year the African Union Meeting 
and School House Society’s new facility was erected at Meeting Street and Congdon Street (this currently 
houses the Congdon Street Baptist Church). At this point the congregation purchased a lot on top of College 
Hill on Meeting Street, and they would be constructing a building on this lot in 1866. (In 1961 the building 
would have become so shaky that the congregation would sell the plot to Brown University in order to 
purchase their current Bethel Church on Hope Street at the intersection of Rochambeau Avenue.)

Early in this decade Rhode Island’s black citizens would be being stripped of their hard-won voting rights, and 
segregated in the public schools. White rioters would be destroying property in Providence’s “Hard-Scrabble,” 
the 1st separate black neighborhood, off what is now North Main Street near University Heights.

At about this point, down in Little Rest (now Kingston), Rhode Island, Cato Pearce was being hired as a farm 
worker by Elisha Reynolds Potter, Senior, at his farm homestead. (Potter was a state Representative who had 
recently run unsuccessfully for Governor, and his political attitudes might be said to be somewhat to the right 
of unreconstructed since he favored, for instance, that the bankrupt be thrown in debtors’ prison; the son Potter, 
Junior would attempt to follow in his father’s political footprints, with a more liberal bent, but would have his 
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greatest success as a scholar.1625)

The efforts of Cato to make a personal contribution were being supported by, among others, two white men, 
elders in the Quidnesset Baptist Church of North Kingstown, William Northrop and Thomas Cole.

(It seems clear that there was a reason why Cato could not affiliate with the Quakers of North Kingstown, in 
his desire to preach. Although Quaker practice would have allowed him to rise during silent worship and 
speak, in fact it seems there were only a couple of men attending the Quaker meeting in that town at that time, 
and they weren’t offering words to each other but simply sitting in silence.)

It was in about this year that the significant event occurred, which would cause us to retitle Cato Pearce’s 1842 
autobiography, when it eventually came to be republished, as “JAILED FOR PREACHING.” The event is of 
significance to us not so that we can experience a sense of outrage, senses of outrage being easy enough to 
arrange, but so that we can get an approximation of what real human life amounted to in southern Rhode Island 
during the early years of the 19th Century. It is noteworthy, for instance, that despite the fact that Joshua 
Pearce, Cato’s former master, had beaten him as a child, and despite the fact that as a young man he had had 
the first mate of Captain Rogers’s schooner lay him over the capstan and go after him with the end of a rope, 
in these goings-on in about 1820 the plantation manager Elisha Potter did not actually put into play the horse-

1625. For instance, EARLY HISTORY OF NARRAGANSETT WITH AN APPENDIX OF ORIGINAL DOCUMENTS MANY OF WHICH ARE NOW 
FOR THE FIRST TIME PUBLISHED. Providence RI, 1935
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whip he held in his hand. It had been used as a prop, to threaten but not to inflict injury. Most likely, by this 
point in time the tenor of life on the former slave plantations of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations had 
changed somewhat. It had become socially unacceptable for a white man to thus administer lashes to a now-
“free” person of color. The reason why Cato was put in jail was, Potter needed to resolve upon some alternative 
punishment. Thus it was that, rather than risk social disapprobation by whipping Cato, Potter “got the officer 
— the jailer — and put [Cato] in jail.” Cato had committed no crime and Potter held no official town or state 
government post such as sheriff or judge, that would legally permit him to commit a person to incarceration; 
nevertheless, Potter’s informal power in the community was so great that he could use it to have the local jailer 
take a free man into the jailhouse merely for having failed to abide by his wishes. And Potter felt no inhibitions 
about treating a free black man the way Cato’s slave parents would have been treated by their white masters.

When Mr. Potter had done his breakfast he come out with his
horse-whip in his hand. Says he, “Why wa’nt you here last night
to do the chores.” I told him I hired some body. He said he
wouldn’t have him on his place. He said he hired me. He said he
didn’t understand why I went away to preach. Says he, “I won’t
have no nigger preachers — I’ll horse-whip you;” and he swore.
Says I, “Don’t strike me, Mr. Potter....” Well he said they had
a good minister there, and they wouldn’t have no nigger
preachers, and said he would put me where he could find me. So
he went and got the officer — the jailer — and put me into jail.

Cato was incarcerated in the jail for “two nights and parts of two days....” Fortunately, the county court was in 
session.

Sheriff Allen and a number of the great men came in to visit
them that was in prison, and asked me what I was put in for. I
told ’em for preachin’ — but yet I couldn’t help weepin’. [One
of the visitors] said, “You won’t stay here but a few minutes —
he had done parfectly wrong — we will have you out in a few
minutes.” Then they gave me some money and went out and told
Elisha Potter they would give so long to take me out [or] they
was goin’ to prosecute him if he didn’t. About half an hour after
that, I could see Elisha Potter through the grate, comin’ up the
back side and in the back way, and [he] got the jailer to talk
with me while he stood down to the bottom of the stairs. And the
jailer took me in another room and told me that Mr. Potter said
I might go every Saturday night and stay till Monday mornin’ and
have meetins where I was a mind to. I told the jailer I had
nothin to do with Elisha Potter. “If he had put me in here, amen
— if I have got to stay here and die, amen to it: I have nothin’
to do with him. I never have stole nor cheated nor done any thing
wrong to him.... I said I hadn’t nothin’ ’gainst Elisha Potter:
I loved him as well as ever. At that Elisha Potter come up stairs
and said I had better go to work — he liked me well, and I might
go to meetin’ when I was a mind to. I told him I didn’t calculate
to work for him any more. Then he told me to go and git my things,
and I come out.
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We notice that the situation in Rhode Island had even changed to such a degree by this point in time that once 
prominent whites visiting Little Rest learned of Potter jailing Cato, they became so upset that they threatened 
to prosecute Potter, the most important personage by far in that entire district. Then, it was an act of repentance 
and humility for Potter to invite Cato to continue to work for him and to offer that in the future he would have 
the weekend off to attend Sunday services. Then, it was an act of dignity as well as independence, that Cato 
rejected the offer, wanting “nothin’ to do” with Elisha Potter in the future.

A joke broadside was circulating in Boston on the anniversary of the abolition of the international slave trade. 
One of the jokes was in the form of a toast offered by a black man:

De day, one of does great nashumnal hepox will call fort de 
sensumbility and de herhaw of good feelum of ebery son and 
daughter of Africa in dis world, and good many udder place 
beside....

ME HAPPY SO ME SING
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 January 7, Friday: Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: “Letter from 
the Secretary of the Navy, transmitting information in relation to the Introduction of Slaves into the United 
States.” –HOUSE DOCUMENT, 16 Cong. 1 sess. III, No. 36.

Ludwig van Beethoven appealed to the Imperial Royal Court of Appeal of Lower Austria to reverse the 
decision of the lower court of September 17, 1819, that his nephew Karl be cared for by his mother under a 
court-appointed guardian.

In the diary of Thomas Nuttall we find: “We again arrived at the lower end of the Eagle’s-nest bend, from 
whence commenced the uninhabited tract of 60 or 70 miles.”

 January 13, Thursday: Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: “Letter 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting ... Information in relation to the Illicit Introduction of Slaves 
into the United States, etc.,” –HOUSE DOCUMENT, 16 Cong. 1 sess. III, No. 42.

In the diary of Thomas Nuttall we find: “The weather still freezing. In the evening we passed Mr. Harrington’s, 
a farmer in very comfortable circumstances. Betwixt Morrison’s and this place, the river makes two cuts, 
through two bends of about eight miles each.”

In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 13th of 1st M 1820 / Our first meeting was silent but 
to my feelings was attended with a good degree of solemnity
In the last which was our Select Meeting, so held according 
to a conclusion at the last, the usual buisness was transacted 
& to my feelings a goodly concern was manifested for the 
right ordering & managing the Affairs of Society in general, 
but perhaps less solid weight experienced than at some other 
times. —

 January 19, Wednesday: In the diary of Thomas Nuttall we find: “On the 19th I bid farewell to Arkansas, and 
proceeded towards the Mississippi, in the barge of Mons. Notrebé, a merchant of this place, and the day 
following, without any material occurrence, arrived at the confluence of the Arkansa, a distance of about 60 
miles. The bayou, through which I came in the spring, now ran with as much velocity towards White river, as 
it had done before into the Arkansa, its current and course depending entirely upon the relative elevation of 
the waters of the two rivers with which it communicates. The large island, thus produced, possesses extensive 
tracts of cane land, sufficiently elevated, as I am told, above inundation, as does also the opposite bank of the 
Arkansa. About 12 miles above the mouth, the site first chosen for the Spanish garrison, and which was 
evacuated in consequence of inundation, was pointed out to me. A house now also stands on the otherwise 
deserted spot, where once were garrisoned the troops of France, at the terminating point of the river. We now 
found ourselves again upon the bosom of one of the most magnificent of rivers, which appeared in an unbroken 
and meandering sheet, stretching over an extended view of more than 12 miles, and decorated with a 
pervading forest, only terminated by the distant horizon.”

The US House of Representatives considered, as it had considered before, the possibility of registering all 
slaves, but again this would produce no appreciable consequences.

“On motion of Mr. Cuthbert,

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf
http://solomon.eena.alexanderstreet.com/cgi-bin/asp/philo/eena/getpart.pl?S2827-D018
http://solomon.eena.alexanderstreet.com/cgi-bin/asp/philo/eena/getpart.pl?S2827-D018
http://solomon.eena.alexanderstreet.com/cgi-bin/asp/philo/eena/getpart.pl?S2827-D018
http://solomon.eena.alexanderstreet.com/cgi-bin/asp/philo/eena/getpart.pl?S2827-D018
http://solomon.eena.alexanderstreet.com/cgi-bin/asp/philo/eena/getpart.pl?S2827-D018
http://solomon.eena.alexanderstreet.com/cgi-bin/asp/philo/eena/getpart.pl?S2827-D018


TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY

HDT WHAT? INDEX
“Resolved, That the Committee on the Slave Trade be instructed
to enquire into the expediency of establishing a registry of
slaves, more effectually to prevent the importation of slaves
into the United States, or the territories thereof.”
HOUSE JOURNAL, 16th Congress, 1st session, page 150.

 February 5, Saturday: The United States House of Representatives briefly entertained a proposition in regard 
to the raw evil of human enslavement, and decided it wasn’t going to do any good for them to worry about it.

“Mr. Meigs submitted the following preamble and resolution:
“Whereas, slavery in the United States is an evil of great and
increasing magnitude; one which merits the greatest efforts of
this nation to remedy: Therefore,
“Resolved, That a committee be appointed to enquire into the
expediency of devoting the public lands as a fund for the purpose
of,
“1st, Employing a naval force competent to the annihilation of
the slave trade;
“2dly, The emancipation of slaves in the United States; and,
“3dly, Colonizing them in such way as shall be conducive to their
comfort and happiness, in Africa, their mother country.” 

Read, and, on motion of Walker of North Carolina, ordered to lie
on the table. HOUSE JOURNAL, 16th Congress, 1st session, pages
196, 200, 227.

That evening at the Chestnut Street Theatre in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, for the only time this season, they 
presented the comedy “Speed the Plough,” after which there was another comic piece “The Anatomist, Or, The 
Sham Doctor.”

 February 7, Monday: Mr. Meigs of the United States House of Representatives persisted, in his personal 
struggle with the raw evil of human enslavement, moving that the deliberative body consider the tabled 
resolution that he had offered a couple of days before, on February 5th. The issue was decided in the negative, 
no his colleagues were not going to consider such a proposal.

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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 February 18, Friday: Following the assassination of February 13th on the street outside the Paris Opéra, a 
more hard-line Armand Emmanuel du Plessis, Duc de Richelieu replaced Élie, Comte de Decazes as the 
French Prime Minister.

Ezekiel Bradstreet of Gloucester, the husband of Hanna Blatchford Bradstreet, drowned at sea.

On the island of St. Helena, Napoléon Bonaparte had purchased a flock of goats and was for amusement 
shooting them one after another. His English watchers reported back to London that “To-day it is his favorite 
sport. For the rest, he is at peace with the English, and his health is excellent.”

Mr. Meigs of the United States House of Representatives wasn’t about to give up, in his personal struggle with 
the raw evil of human enslavement, on this day making a motion similar to the motion he had made a couple 
of weeks before, on February 5th. This time, since he proceeded directly into a discussion of his proposal, he 
needed to be ruled out of order by the Speaker of the House.

He appealed, but the Speaker was sustained, and the House
refused to take up the resolution. No further record appears.
HOUSE JOURNAL, 16th Congress, 1st session, pages 196, 200, 227.

 February 23, Wednesday: British authorities broke into a meeting of Arthur Thistlewood and about 25 of his 
associates in London just before they sprang a plot to kill the entire cabinet at a dinner at the residence of Lord 
Harrowby in Grosvernor Square. Thistlewood killed a constable and escapes.

This would become known as the “Cato Street” conspiracy. 

The legislature of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts considered the issue of human slavery in the new 
regions opening up to the west.

“Resolve respecting Slavery”: —
“The Committee of both Houses, who were appointed to consider
‘what measures it may be proper for the Legislature of this
Commonwealth to adopt, in the expression of their sentiments and
views, relative to the interesting subject, now before Congress,

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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of interdicting slavery in the New States, which may be admitted
into the Union, beyond the River Mississippi,’ respectfully
submit the following report: ...
“Nor has this question less importance as to its influence on
the slave trade. Should slavery be further permitted, an immense
new market for slaves would be opened. It is well known that
notwithstanding the strictness of our laws, and the vigilance
of the government, thousands are now annually imported from
Africa,” etc. MASSACHUSETTS RESOLVES, May 1819 to February 1824,
pages 147-51.

 May 8, Monday: Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: “Report of the 
Committee to whom was referred ... so much of the President’s Message as relates to the Slave Trade, etc.” –
HOUSE REPORTS, 16 Cong. 1 sess. No. 97.

 May 12, FridayFlorence Nightingale was born the daughter of a wealthy Unitarian Whig landowning family, 
William and Fanny Nightingale of Embly Park in Hampshire. The family was not in England at the point of 
her birth, however, which explains her given name. She was born in the Villa Colombaia near the Porta 
Romana at Bellosguardo near Florence, Italy. Her older sister Frances Parthenope Nightingale had been born 
near Naples, and was named after Parthenopolis, the Greek settlement that had predated that Italian city. Their 
father was active in the antislavery movement. As a child, Florence would be very close to her father who, 
lacking a son, would react to her as friend and companion. At 17 she would sense that she was being called by 
God to some unnamed great cause.

The United States House of Representatives approved a resolution to urge the President to negociate [sic] an 
immediate abolition of the international slave trade.

“Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the
President of the United States be requested to negociate with
all the governments where ministers of the United States are or
shall be accredited, on the means of effecting an entire and
immediate abolition of the slave trade.” HOUSE JOURNAL, 16th
Congress, 1st session, pages 497, 518, 520-21, 526.

NEVER READ AHEAD! TO APPRECIATE MAY 12TH, 1820 AT ALL ONE 
MUST APPRECIATE IT AS A TODAY (THE FOLLOWING DAY, TOMORROW, 
IS BUT A PORTION OF THE UNREALIZED FUTURE AND IFFY AT BEST).

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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 Late June or early July: Richard Wylly Habersham, US District Attorney for Georgia, instructed the captain 
of the revenue cutter USS Dallas to bring his prisoners and the negrero Antelope with its black cargo to the 
port of Savannah.

“NARRATIVE HISTORY” AMOUNTS TO FABULATION, 
THE REAL STUFF BEING MERE CHRONOLOGY

 July 19, Wednesday: The constitutional convention for the new state of Missouri was in session in St. Louis. 
A proviso was introduced, that all free blacks and mulattos were to be excluded from this new state. 
(Eventually this would be accepted, but only with a strangely worded proviso suggested by Henry Clay, to the 
effect that in this excluding free blacks and mulattos, the state would never act in such as manner as to “impair 
the rights of the citizens of any other state.” As the logic of racism sometimes escapes me, would somebody 
please explain this?)

Heinrich IV und d’Aubigné, a grosse Oper by Heinrich August Marschner to words of Hornbostel, 
was performed for the initial time, in the Hoftheater of Dresden.

Richard Wylly Habersham, US District Attorney for Georgia, wrote Secretary of State John Quincy Adams, 
seeking instructions for how to dispose of the case of the Africans of the negrero Antelope.
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 Late July/early August:  US Marshal John H. Morel of Savannah reported that the negrero Antelope’s 258 
Africans were under his care and responsibility.

NO-ONE’S LIFE IS EVER NOT DRIVEN PRIMARILY BY HAPPENSTANCE

 August 3, Thursday: Simon Mayr read his study of Franchinus Gaffurius to the Ateneo, Bergamo. This was 
the initial portion of a projected book on various people. He would be prevented from completing the work by 
illness and death.

President James Monroe instructed that the Africans of the negrero Antelope were to be held in Savannah by 
US Marshal John H. Morel until the white people could come to agreement on their destiny.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day Again went to Portsmouth to attend the Quarterly Meeting 
at Large, the first appearance was from a young Woman from Lynn 
in supplication much to dissatisfaction - Then a short lively 
testimony from Thos Anthony, the rest of the service fell 
chiefly to our dear friend & Brother Charles Osborn. he had much 
also to communicate in the last meeting & visited the womens 
meeting - We dined at Uncle Peters after which Sister Ruth & 
Eleanor Lawton & myself went on towards Providence in the Waggon 
& reached James maxwells in Warren before night. Sister Ruth & 
I with the view of attending the School committee & Eleanor to 
enter as Nurse in the Yearly Meeting school
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 August 15, Tuesday: In order to oppose the ownership claims being asserted by Savannah attorneys acting as 
consuls for Spain and Portugal, the US District Attorney for Georgia, Richard Wylly Habersham, began to 
argue that the Africans brought to Savannah aboard the negrero Antelope should be given their freedom.

At about the middle of the month, arriving in Alexandria, Egypt, the Reverend Barnard Hanbury and George 
Waddington learned that the Turkish army of Mahommed Ali Pasha was presently involved in the “reduction” 
of the district beyond the Second Cataract of the Nile River. They resolved to follow along after this fortuitous 
army, and sought appropriate letters of introduction (Henry Thoreau would read about this).

LIFE IS LIVED FORWARD BUT UNDERSTOOD BACKWARD?
— NO, THAT’S GIVING TOO MUCH TO THE HISTORIAN’S STORIES. 

LIFE ISN’T TO BE UNDERSTOOD EITHER FORWARD OR BACKWARD.

 November 14, Tuesday: Margherita d’Anjou, a melodramma semiserio by Giacomo Meyerbeer to words of 
Romani after Pixérécourt, was performed for the initial time, in Teatro alla Scala, Milan.

President James Monroe again reported to the federal Congress.

“In execution of the law of the last session, for the suppression
of the slave trade, some of our public ships have also been
employed on the coast of Africa, where several captures have
already been made of vessels engaged in that disgraceful
traffic.” SENATE JOURNAL, 16th Congress, 2d session, pages 16-7.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: Whatever England’s motives were, it is
certain that only a limited international Right of Visit on the
high seas could suppress or greatly limit the slave-trade. Her
diplomacy was therefore henceforth directed to this end. On the
other hand, the maritime supremacy of England, so successfully
asserted during the Napoleonic wars, would, in case a Right of
Search were granted, virtually make England the policeman of the
seas; and if nations like the United States had already, under
present conditions, had just cause to complain of violations by
England of their rights on the seas, might not any extension of
rights by international agreement be dangerous? It was such
considerations that for many years brought the powers to a dead-
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lock in their efforts to suppress the slave-trade.
At first it looked as if England might attempt, by judicial
decisions in her own courts, to seize even foreign slavers.1626

After the war, however, her courts disavowed such action,1627 and
the right was sought for by treaty stipulation. Castlereagh took
early opportunity to approach the United States on the matter,
suggesting to Minister Rush, June 20, 1818, a mutual but
strictly limited Right of Search.1628 Rush was ordered to give
him assurances of the solicitude of the United States to
suppress the traffic, but to state that the concessions asked
for appeared of a character not adaptable to our institutions.
Negotiations were then transferred to Washington; and the new
British minister, Mr. Stratford Canning, approached Adams with
full instructions in December 1820.1629

Meantime, it had become clear to many in the United States that
the individual efforts of States could never suppress or even
limit the trade without systematic co-operation. In 1817 a
committee of the House had urged the opening of negotiations
looking toward such international co-operation,1630 and a Senate
motion to the same effect had caused long debate.1631 In 1820 and
1821 two House committee reports, one of which recommended the
granting of a Right of Search, were adopted by the House, but
failed in the Senate.1632 Adams, notwithstanding this, saw
constitutional objections to the plan proposed by Canning, and
wrote to him, December 30: “A Compact, giving the power to the
Naval Officers of one Nation to search the Merchant Vessels of
another for Offenders and offences against the Laws of the
latter, backed by a further power to seize and carry into a
Foreign Port, and there subject to the decision of a Tribunal
composed of at least one half Foreigners, irresponsible to the
Supreme Corrective tribunal of this Union, and not amendable to
the controul of impeachment for official misdemeanors, was an
investment of power, over the persons, property and reputation
of the Citizens of this Country, not only unwarranted by any
delegation of Sovereign Power to the National Government, but
so adverse to the elementary principles and indispensable
securities of individual rights, ... that not even the most
unqualified approbation of the ends ... could justify the
transgression.” He then suggested co-operation of the fleets on
the coast of Africa, a proposal which was promptly accepted.1633

The slave-trade was again a subject of international
consideration at the Congress of Verona in 1822. Austria,

1626. For cases, see 1 Acton, 240, the “Amedie,” and 1 Dodson, 81, the “Fortuna;” quoted in U.S. Reports, 10 Wheaton, 66.
1627. Cf. the case of the French ship “Le Louis”: 2 Dodson, 238; and also the case of the “San Juan Nepomuceno”: 1 Haggard, 
267.
1628. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1819-20, pages 375-9; also pages 220-2.
1629. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1820-21, pages 395-6.
1630. HOUSE DOCUMENT, 14th Congress 2d session, II. No. 77.
1631. , 15th Congress 1st session, pages 71, 73-78, 94-109. The motion was opposed largely by Southern members, and passed by 
a vote of 17 to 16.
1632. One was reported, May 9, 1820, by Mercer’s committee, and passed May 12: HOUSE JOURNAL, 16th Congress 1st session, 
pages 497, 518, 520, 526; , 16th Congress 1st session, pages 697-9. A similar resolution passed the House next session, and a 
committee reported in favor of the Right of Search: HOUSE JOURNAL, 16th Congress 2d session, pages 1064-71. Cf. HOUSE 
JOURNAL, 16th Congress 2d session, pages 476, 743, 865, 1469.
1633. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1820-21, pages 397-400.
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France, Great Britain, Russia, and Prussia were represented. The
English delegates declared that, although only Portugal and
Brazil allowed the trade, yet the traffic was at that moment
carried on to a greater extent than ever before. They said that
in seven months of the year 1821 no less than 21,000 slaves were
abducted, and three hundred and fifty-two vessels entered
African ports north of the equator. “It is obvious,” said they,
“that this crime is committed in contravention of the Laws of
every Country of Europe, and of America, excepting only of one,
and that it requires something more than the ordinary operation
of Law to prevent it.” England therefore recommended: — 

1. That each country denounce the trade as piracy, with a view
of founding upon the aggregate of such separate declarations a
general law to be incorporated in the Law of Nations.

2. A withdrawing of the flags of the Powers from persons not
natives of these States, who engage in the traffic under the
flags of these States.

3. A refusal to admit to their domains the produce of the
colonies of States allowing the trade, a measure which would
apply to Portugal and Brazil alone.

These proposals were not accepted. Austria would agree to the
first two only; France refused to denounce the trade as piracy;
and Prussia was non-committal. The utmost that could be gained
was another denunciation of the trade couched in general
terms.1634

1634. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1822-23, pages 94-110.
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 The American Colonization Society sent Dr. Eli Ayres, a white man, to purchase some coastal land north of 
Sierra Leone. With the aid of US naval Lieutenant Robert F. Stockton, another white man, Dr. Ayres cruised 
the coastal waters west of Grand Bassa seeking out lands appropriate for the colony. Lt. Stockton took charge 
of the negotiations with leaders of the Dey and Bassa peoples who lived in the area of Cape Mesurado. The 
local leaders were persuaded –some said at the point of a gun– to part with a “36 mile long and 3 mile wide” 
strip of coastal land for approximately $300 worth of trade goods, supplies, weapons, and rum.

Between this year and 1831 more than 300 slaving expeditions would be bringing an estimated 60,000 more 
black captives to Cuba

The negreros La Jeune Eugène, La Daphnée, La Mathilde, and L’Elize were during this year captured by the 
USS Alligator. La Jeune Eugène was sent to the port of Boston, but the other slavers escaped, only to be 
recaptured under the French flag (there would be controversy over credit, between the US and France) (HOUSE 
REPORTS, 21st Congress, 1st session III, No. 348, page 187; FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE TRADE, 
1824, pages 35-41).

1821

TRIANGULAR TRADE
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The negrero La Pensée was captured with a cargo of 220 slaves, by the USS Hornet, and taken to Louisiana 
(HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress, 1st session II, No. 92, page 5; 21st Congress, 1st session III, No. 348, page 
186).

The negrero Esencia succeeded in putting 113 black slaves ashore at Matanzas (PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 
1822, Vol. XXII., SLAVE TRADE, FURTHER PAPERS, III. page 78).

We infer that most likely it was in this year that the negrero Dolphin was captured by United States officers 
and sent into the harbor of Charleston, South Carolina (FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE TRADE (1824), 
pages 31-2).
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 January: A negrero flying the Spanish flag, the Atalanta, master Peoli, J.J., on its one and only known Middle 
Passage, delivered a cargo of 570 enslaved Africans at the port of Havana.

THE MIDDLE PASSAGE
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 January 5: Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: “Message from the 
President ... transmitting ... Information on the Subject of the African Slave Trade.” –HOUSE DOCUMENT, 16 
Cong. 2 sess. IV. No. 48.

 January 23, Tuesday: The Nautilus sailed from Hampton Roads, Virginia for Africa with 33 blacks, intent on 
creating a colony for manumitted slaves in West Africa (this vessel was owned by the American Colonization 
Society).

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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 February 7, Wednesday: Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: 
“Report of the Secretary of the Navy.” –HOUSE REPORTS, 17 Cong. 1 sess. No. 92, pp. 15-21.

Men from the American sealer Cecilia went ashore for an hour at Hughes Bay in Graham Land — the initial 
humans known to place their feet upon the ices and snows of Antarctica.

 February 9, Friday: Enactment of further bylaws for the Social Library of Concord, Massachusetts.

Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: “Report of the Committee to 
which was referred so much of the President’s message as relates to the Slave Trade.” –HOUSE REPORTS, 16 
Cong. 2 sess. No. 59.

 February 15, Thursday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 15th of 2nd M / At Meeting a Short testimony from Jona 
Dennis. — it is a little remarkable that the first thing that 
occured to my mind on waking this morning was the Passage of 
Scripture which he mentioned Vizt - “Wherewithall shall a young 
man cleanse his way, By taking heed thereto according to thy 
word.”

Mr. Meigs of the United States House of Representatives again made a proposal in regard to the evil of human 
enslavement and in regard to the persistence of the international slave trade:

“Whereas slavery, in the United States, is an evil, acknowledged
to be of great and increasing magnitude, ... therefore,
“Resolved, That a committee be appointed to inquire into the
expediency of devoting five hundred million acres of the public
lands, next west of the Mississippi, as a fund for the purpose
of, in the
“First place; Employing a naval force, competent to the annihilation
of the slave trade,” etc. Question to consider decided in the
affirmative, 63 to 50; laid on the table, 66 to 55. HOUSE JOURNAL,
16th Congress, 2d session, page 238; ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 16th
Congress, 2d session, pages 1168-70.

THE FROZEN SOUTH
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 February 21, Wednesday: Holding court in Savannah, US District Judge William Davies split the Africans of 
the negrero Antelope among the Spanish and Portuguese claimants. A number were also to be turned over to 
the federal government of the United States.

THE FUTURE IS MOST READILY PREDICTED IN RETROSPECT

 February 22, Thursday: US Marshal John H. Morel reported that he at that time held 212 Africans of the 
negrero Antelope (one had disappeared, one had been “judicially discharged,” and 44 had died).

Dr. Abiel Heywood was administered an oath in regard to the Concord Social Library.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 22nd of 2nd M 1821 / The travelling is very bad, & I felt 
afraid to go with any one in a Chaise & considerd it improper 
for me to be at The expence of one alone, so I concluded to omit 
going to Portsmouth to attend our Moy [Monthly] Meeting this day 
held there. — In the Afternoon attended the funeral of James 
Goddard son of Thomas on the Point
Father Rodman was engaged in testimony & it proved a pretty solid 
opportunity - he [James Goddard] was not member of society, but 
being descended from friends bury in our ground & according to 
our custom.

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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 March: A negrero flying the Spanish flag (as shown below), the Herculina, master  José Garay, on its first of 
two known Middle Passages, out of an unknown area of Africa with a cargo of 390 enslaved Africans, arrived 
at the port of Havana, Cuba.

 March 6, Tuesday: George Curtis, a banker and businessman, got married with the very, very pregnant Mary 
Elizabeth Burrill in Providence, Rhode Island.

A small force under Alexander Ypsilanti, a Greek officer in the Russian army, crossed the Moldavian frontier 
with the intention of liberating Greece from Turkish control.

US District Judge William Davies decided that Portugal was to receive 142 of the remaining Africans of the 
negrero Antelope, Spain was to receive 63 — and 7 were to be freed.

THE MIDDLE PASSAGE

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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 March 11, Sunday: Daniel Dennis of Gloucester, 47 years of age, drowned at sea.

Sardinian liberals issued a manifesto calling for the unification of Italy.

A negrero flying the US flag, the Esencia, master Brown, on its only known Middle Passage, delivered a cargo 
of 113 Africans at Matanzas, Cuba.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 11th of 3rd M / Our meetings were well attended. In the 
forenoon D Buffum, Father Rodman & J Dennis were engaged in 
testimony & in the Afternoon Father again had a short 
communication

 March 12, Monday: Richard Wylly Habersham, US District Attorney for Georgia, appealed US District Judge 
William Davies’ decision, arguing that the proportion of the Africans of the negrero Antelope awarded to 
Portugal was too large.

THE FUTURE CAN BE EASILY PREDICTED IN RETROSPECT

 March 15, Thursday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 15th of 3rd M / Our meeting was a season of some 
comfortable feelings, but in some parts of it, it was difficult 
to tell whether strength or weakness predominated. —-
In the Afternoon Attended the funeral of Mary Wanton widow of 
the late John E Wanton & a distant relation of Mine on the side 
of my Mother, her Age was 92 Years & about 11 Months Her maiden 
name was Bull & was great grand daughter of the late Governor 
Henry Bull She was a member of society, & has lived with her Son 
in Law Daniel Lyman for some Years in the Town of Johnson & their 

THE MIDDLE PASSAGE
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died on the 12th inst & was brought down here to be buried with 
her husband & Son Gideon who both lay in our burying ground. 
[Gideon had been engaged in the international slave trade] 
The sitting was a Solid time & father Rodman delivered a short 
testimony. —

 May 8, Tuesday: Continuing to represent the Africans of the negrero Antelope, Richard Wylly Habersham, 
US District Attorney for Georgia, argued his appeal in Milledgeville before US Supreme Court Justice William 
Johnson, who ruled that Spain was to get 93 of the Africans, 16 were to be freed, and the remainder were 
Portuguese property.

 October: A negrero flying the Spanish flag (as shown below), the Antonioa, master Zorilla, J., on its one and 
only known Middle Passage, arrived at its destination, Brazil.

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
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 November 8, Thursday, evening: Captain Jackson’s brig Cobbessecontee had sailed that morning from 
Havana toward Boston. He had only proceeded about 4 miles from Moro Castle when brought to by a vessel 
with about 30 pirates. Captain Jackson had noticed their sloop at Regla the day before. These Cubans took the 
personal items of the captain and his mate, stripping them nearly naked. They broke a large broadsword across 
the captain’s back and stabbed him through his thigh so that he almost bled to death. After they beat the mate, 
he was hanged under the maintop. From the cargo were obtained 3 bales of cochineal and 6 boxes of cigars. 
Captain Jackson would confirm a report brought by other American sailors who had been brought to grief in 
Havana, that some of the local whites were openly countenancing these acts of piracy against US citizens — 
as a gesture of retaliation against US interference with the Cuban slave trade.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day of 11 M / Our Meeting was small - a considerable portion 
of those who generally attend were absent at David Buffums where 
Sarah Sherman has lain very ill for some weeks & while the 
Meeting was sitting today She expired - She was a [—]lid 
[solid?, words obscured by binding crease] young woman & tho’ 
all the forepart of her illness she was deprived of her mental 
powers, but a few days previous to her death she came to her 
understanding & expressed her reconciliation to the Solemn 
Change —

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY

HDT WHAT? INDEX
THE WEST INDIA PIRATES

CONTAINING ACCOUNTS OF THEIR ATROCITIES, MANNERS OF 
LIVING, &C., WITH PROCEEDINGS OF THE SQUADRON UNDER 

COMMODORE PORTER IN THOSE SEAS, THE VICTORY AND DEATH 
OF LIEUTENANT ALLEN, THE INTERESTING NARRATIVE OF CAPTAIN 

LINCOLN, &C.1635

Those innumerable groups of islands, keys and sandbanks, known
as the West-Indies, are peculiarly adapted from their locality
and formation, to be a favorite resort for pirates; many of them
are composed of coral rocks, on which a few cocoa trees raise
their lofty heads; where there is sufficient earth for
vegetation between the interstices of the rocks, stunted
brushwood grows. But a chief peculiarity of some of the islands,

1635. THE PIRATES OWN BOOK, OR AUTHENTIC NARRATIVES OF THE LIVES, EXPLOITS, AND EXECUTIONS OF THE MOST 
CELEBRATED SEA ROBBERS, by Charles Ellms (Portland: Published by Sanborn & Carter; Philadelphia: Thomas, Comperthwait, & 
Co., 1837. This would be republished in 1842 by A. and C.B. Edwards of New-York & Philadelphia, and in 1844 in Portland by 
Sanborn & Carter, and in 1855 by A. and C.B. Edwards of New-York, and in 1924 by Marine res. of Massachusetts, and in 1996 by 
Random House of New York.)
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and which renders them suitable to those who frequent them as
pirates, are the numerous caves with which the rocks are
perforated; some of them are above high-water mark, but the
majority with the sea water flowing in and out of them, in some
cases merely rushing in at high-water filling deep pools, which
are detached from each other when the tide recedes, in others
with a sufficient depth of water to allow a large boat to float
in. It is hardly necessary to observe how convenient the higher
and dry caves are as receptacles for articles which are intended
to be concealed, until an opportunity occurs to dispose of them.
The Bahamas, themselves are a singular group of isles, reefs and
quays; consisting of several hundred in number, and were the
chief resort of pirates in old times, but now they are all rooted
from them; they are low and not elevated, and are more than 600
miles in extent, cut up into numerous intricate passages and
channels, full of sunken rocks and coral reefs. They afforded a
sure retreat to desperadoes. Other islands are full of mountain
fastnesses, where all pursuit can be eluded. Many of the low
shores are skirted, and the islands covered by the mangrove, a
singular tree, shooting fresh roots as it grows, which, when the
tree is at its full age, may be found six or eight feet from the
ground, to which the shoots gradually tend in regular
succession; the leaf is very thick and stiff and about eight
inches long and nine wide, the interval between the roots offer
secure hiding places for those who are suddenly pursued. Another
circumstance assists the pirate when pursued. — As the islands
belong to several different nations, when pursued from one
island he can pass to that under the jurisdiction of another
power. And as permission must be got by those in pursuit of him,
from the authorities of the island to land and take him, he thus
gains time to secrete himself. A tropical climate is suited to
a roving life, and liquor as well as dissolute women being in
great abundance, to gratify him during his hours of relaxation,
makes this a congenial region for the lawless.
The crews of pirate vessels in these seas are chiefly composed
of Spaniards, Portuguese, French, Mulattoes, Negroes, and a few
natives of other countries. The island of Cuba is the great nest
of pirates at the present day, and at the Havana, piracy is as
much tolerated as any other profession. As the piracies
committed in these seas, during a single year, have amounted to
more than fifty, we shall give only a few accounts of the most
interesting.
In November 1821, the brig Cobbessecontee, Captain Jackson,
sailed from Havana, on the morning of the 8th for Boston, and
on the evening of the same day, about four miles from the Moro,
was brought to by a piratical sloop containing about 30 men. A
boat from her, with 10 men, came alongside, and soon after they
got on board commenced plundering. They took nearly all the
clothing from the captain and mate — all the cooking utensils
and spare rigging — unrove part of the running rigging — cut the
small cable — broke the compasses — cut the mast’s coats to
pieces — took from the captain his watch and four boxes cigars
— and from the cargo three bales cochineal and six boxes cigars.
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They beat the mate unmercifully, and hung him up by the neck
under the maintop. They also beat the captain severely — broke
a large broad sword across his back, and ran a long knife through
his thigh, so that he almost bled to death. Captain Jackson saw
the sloop at Regla the day before.
Captain Jackson informs us, and we have also been informed by
other persons from the Havana, that this system of piracy is
openly countenanced by some of the inhabitants of that place —
who say that it is a retaliation on the Americans for interfering
against the Slave Trade.
About this time the ship Liverpool Packet, Ricker, of
Portsmouth, N.H., was boarded off Cape St. Antonio, Cuba, by two
piratical schooners; two barges containing thirty or forty men,
robbed the vessel of every thing movable, even of her flags,
rigging, and a boat which happened to be afloat, having a boy
in it, which belonged to the ship. They held a consultation
whether they should murder the crew, as they had done before,
or not — in the mean time taking the ship into anchoring ground.
On bringing her to anchor, the crew saw a brig close alongside,
burnt to the water’s edge, and three dead bodies floating near
her. The pirates said they had burnt the brig the day before,
and murdered all the crew! — and intended doing the same with them.
They said “look at the turtles (meaning the dead bodies) you
will soon be the same.” They said the vessel was a Baltimore
brig, which they had robbed and burnt, and murdered the crew as
before stated, of which they had little doubt. Captain Ricker
was most shockingly bruised by them. The mate was hung till he
was supposed to be dead, but came to, and is now alive. They
told the captain that they belonged in Regla, and should kill
them all to prevent discovery.
In 1822, the United States had several cruisers among the West-
India islands, to keep the pirates in check. Much good was done
but still many vessels were robbed and destroyed, together with
their crews. This year the brave Lieutenant Allen fell by the
hand of pirates; he was in the United States schooner Alligator,
and receiving intelligence at Matanzas, that several vessels
which had sailed from that port, had been taken by the pirates,
and were then in the bay of Lejuapo. He hastened to their
assistance. He arrived just in time to save five sail of vessels
which he found in possession of a gang of pirates, 300 strong,
established in the bay of Lejuapo, about 15 leagues east of this.
He fell, pierced by two musket balls, in the van of a division
of boats, attacking their principal vessel, a fine schooner of
about eighty tons, with a long eighteen pounder on a pivot, and
four smaller guns, with the bloody flag nailed to the mast. Himself, Captain
Freeman of Marines, and twelve men, were in the boat, much in
advance of his other boats, and even took possession of the
schooner, after a desperate resistance, which nothing but a
bravery almost too daring could have overcome. The pirates, all
but one, escaped by taking to their boats and jumping overboard,
before the Alligator’s boat reached them. Two other schooners
escaped by the use of their oars, the wind being light.
Captain Allen survived about four hours, during which his
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conversation evinced a composure and firmness of mind, and
correctness of feeling, as honorable to his character, and more
consoling to his friends, than even the dauntless bravery he
before exhibited.
The surgeon of the Alligator in a letter to a friend, says, “He
continued giving orders and conversing with Mr. Dale and the
rest of us, until a few minutes before his death, with a degree
of cheerfulness that was little to be expected from a man in his
condition. He said he wished his relatives and his country to
know that he had fought well, and added that he died in peace
and good will towards all the world, and hoped for his reward
in the next.”
Lieutenant Allen had but few equals in the service. He was
ardently devoted to the interest of his country, was brave,
intelligent, and accomplished in his profession. He displayed,
living and dying, a magnanimity that sheds lustre on his
relatives, his friends, and his country.
About this time Captain Lincoln fell into the hands of the
pirates, and as his treatment shows the peculiar habits and
practices of these wretches, we insert the very interesting
narrative of the captain.
The schooner Exertion, Captain Lincoln, sailed from Boston,
bound for Trinidad de Cuba, Nov. 13th, 1821, with the following
crew; Joshua Bracket, mate; David Warren, cook; and Thomas
Young, Francis De Suze, and George Reed, seamen.
The cargo consisted of flour, beef, pork, lard, butter, fish,
beans, onions, potatoes, apples, hams, furniture, sugar box
shooks, &c., invoiced at about eight thousand dollars. Nothing
remarkable occurred during the passage, except much bad weather,
until my capture, which was as follows: — 
Monday, December 17th, 1821, commenced with fine breezes from
the eastward. At daybreak saw some of the islands northward of
Cape Cruz, called Keys — stood along northwest; every thing now
seemed favorable for a happy termination of our voyage. At 3
o’clock, P.M., saw a sail coming round one of the Keys, into a
channel called Boca de Cavolone by the chart, nearly in latitude
20° 55’ north, longitude 79° 55’ west, she made directly for us
with all sails set, sweeps on both sides (the wind being light)
and was soon near enough for us to discover about forty men on
her deck, armed with muskets, blunderbusses, cutlasses, long
knives, dirks, &c., two carronades, one a twelve, the other a
six pounder; she was a schooner, wearing the Patriot flag (blue,
white and blue) of the Republic of Mexico. I thought it not
prudent to resist them, should they be pirates, with a crew of
seven men, and only five muskets; accordingly ordered the arms
and ammunition to be immediately stowed away in as secret a place
as possible, and suffer her to speak us, hoping and believing
that a republican flag indicated both honor and friendship from
those who wore it, and which we might expect even from Spaniards.
But how great was my astonishment, when the schooner having
approached very near us, hailed in English, and ordered me to
heave my boat out immediately and come on board of her with my
papers. — Accordingly my boat was hove out, but filled before I
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could get into her. — I was then ordered to tack ship and lay
by for the pirates’ boat to board me; which was done by Bolidar,
their first lieutenant, with six or eight Spaniards armed with
as many of the before mentioned weapons as they could well sling
about their bodies. They drove me into the boat, and two of them
rowed me to their privateer (as they called their vessel), where
I shook hands with their commander, Captain Jonnia, a Spaniard,
who before looking at my papers, ordered Bolidar, his
lieutenant, to follow the Mexican in, back of the Key they had
left, which was done. At 6 o’clock, P.M., the Exertion was
anchored in eleven feet water, near this vessel, and an island,
which they called Twelve League Key (called by the chart Key
Largo), about thirty or thirty-five leagues from Trinidad. After
this strange conduct they began examining my papers by a
Scotchman who went by the name of Nickola, their sailing master.
— He spoke good English, had a countenance rather pleasing,
although his beard and mustachios had a frightful appearance —
his face, apparently full of anxiety, indicated something in my
favor; he gave me my papers, saying “take good care of them, for
I am afraid you have fallen into bad hands.” The pirates’ boat
was then sent to the Exertion with more men and arms; a part of
them left on board her; the rest returning with three of my crew
to their vessel; viz., Thomas Young, Thomas Goodall, and George
Reed — they treated them with something to drink, and offered
them equal shares with themselves, and some money, if they would
enlist, but they could not prevail on them. I then requested
permission to go on board my vessel which was granted, and
further requested Nickola should go with me, but was refused by
the captain, who vociferated in a harsh manner, “No, No, No.”
accompanied with a heavy stamp upon the deck. When I got on
board, I was invited below by Bolidar, where I found they had
emptied the case of liquors, and broken a cheese to pieces and
crumbled it on the table and cabin floor; the pirates, elated
with their prize (as they called it), had drank so much as to
make them desperately abusive. I was permitted to lie down in
my berth; but, reader, if you have ever been awakened by a gang
of armed, desperadoes, who have taken possession of your
habitation in the midnight hour, you can imagine my feelings. —
Sleep was a stranger to me, and anxiety was my guest. Bolidar,
however, pretended friendship, and flattered me with the
prospect of being soon set at liberty. But I found him, as I
suspected, a consummate hypocrite; indeed, his very looks
indicated it. He was a stout and well built man, of a dark,
swarthy complexion, with keen, ferocious eyes, huge whiskers,
and beard under his chin and on his lips, four or five inches
long; he was a Portuguese by birth, but had become a naturalized
Frenchman — had a wife, if not children (as I was told) in
France, and was well known there as commander of a first rate
privateer. His appearance was truly terrific; he could talk some
English, and had a most lion-like voice.

Tuesday, 18th. — Early this morning the captain of the
pirates came on board the Exertion; took a look at the
cabin stores, and cargo in the state rooms, and then
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ordered me back with him to his vessel, where he, with
his crew, held a consultation for some time respecting
the cargo. After which, the interpreter, Nickola, told
me that “the captain had, or pretended to have, a
commission under General Traspelascus, commander-in-
chief of the republic of Mexico, authorizing him to take
all cargoes whatever of provisions, bound to any
royalist Spanish port — that my cargo being bound to an
enemy’s port, must be condemned; but that the vessel
should be given up and be put into a fair channel for
Trinidad, where I was bound.” I requested him to examine
the papers thoroughly, and perhaps he would be convinced
to the contrary, and told him my cargo was all American
property taken in at Boston, and consigned to an
American gentleman, agent at Trinidad. But the captain
would not take the trouble, but ordered both vessels
under way immediately, and commenced beating up amongst
the Keys through most of the day, the wind being very
light. They now sent their boats on board the Exertion
for stores, and commenced plundering her of bread,
butter, lard, onions, potatoes, fish, beans, &c., took
up some sugar box shocks that were on deck, and found
the barrels of apples; selected the best of them and
threw the rest overboard. They inquired for spirits,
wine, cider, &c. and were told “they had already taken
all that was on board.” But not satisfied they proceeded
to search the state rooms and forcastle, ripped up the
floor of the later and found some boxes of bottled
cider, which they carried to their vessel, gave three
cheers, in an exulting manner to me, and then began
drinking it with such freedom, that a violent quarrel
arose between officers and men, which came very near
ending in bloodshed. I was accused of falsehood, for
saying they had got all the liquors that were on board,
and I thought they had; the truth was, I never had any
bill of lading of the cider, and consequently had no
recollection of its being on board; yet it served them
as an excuse for being insolent. In the evening peace
was restored and they sung songs. I was suffered to go
below for the night, and they placed a guard over me,
stationed at the companion way.

Wednesday, 19th, commenced with moderate easterly
winds, beating towards the northeast, the pirate’s
boats frequently going on board the Exertion for
potatoes, fish, beans, butter, &c. which were used with
great waste and extravagance. They gave me food and
drink, but of bad quality, more particularly the
victuals, which was wretchedly cooked. The place
assigned me to eat was covered with dirt and vermin. It
appeared that their great object was to hurt my feelings
with threats and observations, and to make my situation
as unpleasant as circumstances would admit. We came to
anchor near a Key, called by them Brigantine, where
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myself and mate were permitted to go on shore, but were
guarded by several armed pirates. I soon returned to the
Mexican and my mate to the Exertion, with George Reed,
one of my crew; the other two being kept on board the
Mexican. In the course of this day I had considerable
conversation with Nickola, who appeared well disposed
towards me. He lamented most deeply his own situation,
for he was one of those men, whose early good
impressions were not entirely effaced, although
confederated with guilt. He told me “those who had taken
me were no better than pirates, and their end would be
the halter; but,” he added, with peculiar emotion, “I
will never be hung as a pirate,” showing me a bottle of
laudanum which he had found in my medicine chest,
saying, “If we are taken, that shall cheat the hangman,
before we are condemned.” I endeavored to get it from
him, but did not succeed. I then asked him how he came
to be in such company, as he appeared to be
dissatisfied. He stated, that he was at New Orleans last
summer, out of employment, and became acquainted with
one Captain August Orgamar, a Frenchman, who had bought
a small schooner of about fifteen tons, and was going
down to the bay of Mexico to get a commission under
General Traspelascus, in order to go a privateering
under the patriot flag. Capt. Orgamar made him liberal
offers respecting shares, and promised him a sailing
master’s berth, which he accepted and embarked on board
the schooner, without sufficiently reflecting on the
danger of such an undertaking. Soon after she sailed
from Mexico, where they got a commission, and the vessel
was called Mexican. They made up a complement of twenty
men, and after rendering the General some little
service, in transporting his troops to a place called
------ proceeded on a cruise; took some small prizes off
Campeachy; afterwards came on the south coast of Cuba,
where they took other small prizes, and the one which
we were now on board of. By this time the crew were
increased to about forty, nearly one half Spaniards, the
others Frenchmen and Portuguese. Several of them had
sailed out of ports in the United States with American
protections; but, I confidently believe, none are
natives, especially of the northern states. I was
careful in examining the men, being desirous of knowing
if any of my countrymen were among this wretched crew;
but am satisfied there were none, and my Scotch friend
concurred in the opinion. And now, with a new vessel,
which was the prize of these plunderers, they sailed up
Manganeil bay; previously, however, they fell in with
an American schooner, from which they bought four
barrels of beef, and paid in tobacco. At the Bay was an
English brig belonging to Jamaica, owned by Mr. John
Louden of that place. On board of this vessel the
Spanish part of the crew commenced their depredations
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as pirates, although Captain Orgamar and Nickola
protested against it, and refused any participation;
but they persisted, and like so many ferocious blood-
hounds, boarded the brig, plundered the cabin, stores,
furniture, captain’s trunk, &c., took a hogshead of rum,
one twelve pound carronade, some rigging and sails. One
of them plundered the chest of a sailor, who made some
resistance, so that the Spaniard took his cutlass, and
beat and wounded him without mercy. Nickola asked him
“why he did it?” the fellow answered, “I will let you
know,” and took up the cook’s axe and gave him a cut on
the head, which nearly deprived him of life. Then they
ordered Captain Orgamar to leave his vessel, allowing
him his trunk and turned him ashore, to seek for
himself. Nickola begged them to dismiss him with his
captain, but no, no, was the answer; for they had no
complete navigator but him. After Captain Orgamar was
gone, they put in his stead the present brave (or as I
should call him cowardly) Captain Jonnia, who headed
them in plundering the before mentioned brig, and made
Bolidar their first lieutenant, and then proceeded down
among those Keys or Islands, where I was captured. This
is the amount of what my friend Nickola told me of their
history.

Saturday, 22d. — Both vessels under way standing to the
eastward, they ran the Exertion aground on a bar, but
after throwing overboard most of her deck load of
shooks, she floated off; a pilot was sent to her, and
she was run into a narrow creek between two keys, where
they moored her head and stern along side of the
mangrove trees, set down her yards and topmasts, and
covered her mast heads and shrouds with bushes to
prevent her being seen by vessels which might pass that
way. I was then suffered to go on board my own vessel,
and found her in a very filthy condition; sails torn,
rigging cut to pieces, and every thing in the cabin in
waste and confusion. The swarms of moschetoes and sand-
flies made it impossible to get any sleep or rest. The
pirate’s large boat was armed and manned under Bolidar,
and sent off with letters to a merchant (as they called
him) by the name of Dominico, residing in a town called
Principe, on the main island of Cuba. I was told by one
of them, who could speak English, that Principe was a
very large and populous town, situated at the head of
St. Maria, which was about twenty miles northeast from
where we lay, and the Keys lying around us were called
Cotton Keys. — The captain pressed into his service
Francis de Suze, one of my crew, saying that he was one
of his countrymen. Francis was very reluctant in going,
and said to me, with tears in his eyes, “I shall do
nothing but what I am obliged to do, and will not aid
in the least to hurt you or the vessel; I am very sorry
to leave you.” He was immediately put on duty and Thomas
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Goodall sent back to the Exertion.

Sunday, 23d. — Early this morning a large number of the
pirates came on board of the Exertion, threw out the
long boat, broke open the hatches, and took out
considerable of the cargo, in search of rum, gin, &c.,
still telling me “I had some and they would find it,”
uttering the most awful profaneness. In the afternoon
their boat returned with a perough, having on board the
captain, his first lieutenant and seven men of a patriot
or piratical vessel that was chased ashore at Cape Cruz
by a Spanish armed brig. These seven men made their
escape in said boat, and after four days, found our
pirates and joined them; the remainder of the crew being
killed or taken prisoners.

Monday, 24th. — Their boat was manned and sent to the
before-mentioned town. — I was informed by a line from
Nickola, that the pirates had a man on board, a native
of Principe, who, in the garb of a sailor, was a partner
with Dominico, but I could not get sight of him. This
lets us a little into the plans by which this atrocious
system of piracy has been carried on. Merchants having
partners on board of these pirates! thus pirates at sea
and robbers on land are associated to destroy the
peaceful trader. The willingness exhibited by the seven
above-mentioned men, to join our gang of pirates, seems
to look like a general understanding among them; and
from there being merchants on shore so base as to
encourage the plunder and vend the goods, I am persuaded
there has been a systematic confederacy on the part of
these unprincipled desperadoes, under cover of the
patriot flag; and those on land are no better than those
on the sea. If the governments to whom they belong know
of the atrocities committed (and I have but little doubt
they do) they deserve the execration of all mankind.

Thursday, 27th. — A gang of the pirates came and
stripped our masts of the green bushes, saying, “she
appeared more like a sail than trees” — took one barrel
of bread and one of potatoes, using about one of each
every day. I understood they were waiting for boats to
take the cargo; for the principal merchant had gone to
Trinidad.

Sunday, 30th. — The beginning of trouble! This day,
which peculiarly reminds Christians of the high duties
of compassion and benevolence, was never observed by
these pirates. This, of course, we might expect, as they
did not often know when the day came, and if they knew
it, it was spent in gambling. The old saying among
seamen, “no Sunday off soundings,” was not thought of;
and even this poor plea was not theirs, for they were
on soundings and often at anchor. — Early this morning,
the merchant, as they called him, came with a large boat
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for the cargo. I was immediately ordered into the boat
with my crew, not allowed any breakfast, and carried
about three miles to a small island out of sight of the
Exertion, and left there by the side of a little pond
of thick, muddy water, which proved to be very brackish,
with nothing to eat but a few biscuits. One of the
boat’s men told us the merchant was afraid of being
recognized, and when he had gone the boat would return
for us; but we had great reason to apprehend they would
deceive us, and therefore passed the day in the utmost
anxiety. At night, however, the boats came and took us
again on board the Exertion; when, to our surprise and
astonishment, we found they had broken open the trunks
and chests, and taken all our wearing apparel, not even
leaving a shirt or pair of pantaloons, nor sparing a
small miniature of my wife which was in my trunk. The
little money I and my mate had, with some belonging to
the owners, my mate had previously distributed about the
cabin in three or four parcels, while I was on board the
pirate, for we dare not keep it about us; one parcel in
a butter pot they did not discover. — Amidst the hurry
with which I was obliged to go to the before-mentioned
island, I fortunately snatched by vessel’s papers, and
hid them in my bosom, which the reader will find was a
happy circumstance for me. My writing desk, with papers,
accounts, &c., all Mr. Lord’s letters (the gentlemen to
whom my cargo was consigned) and several others were
taken and maliciously destroyed. My medicine chest,
which I so much wanted, was kept for their own use. What
their motive could be to take my papers I could not
imagine, except they had hopes of finding bills of
lading for some Spaniards, to clear them from piracy.
Mr. Bracket had some notes and papers of consequence to
him, which shared the same fate. My quadrant, charts,
books and bedding were not yet taken, but I found it
impossible to hide them, and they were soon gone from
my sight.

Tuesday, January 1st, 1822 — A sad new-year’s day to me.
Before breakfast orders came for me to cut down the
Exertion’s railing and bulwarks on one side, for their
vessel to heave out by, and clean her bottom. On my
hesitating a little they observed with anger, “very
well, captain, suppose you no do it quick, we do it for
you.” Directly afterwards another boat full of armed men
came along side; they jumped on deck with swords drawn,
and ordered all of us into her immediately; I stepped
below, in hopes of getting something which would be of
service to us; but the captain hallooed, “Go into the
boat directly or I will fire upon you.” Thus compelled
to obey, we were carried, together with four Spanish
prisoners, to a small, low island or key of sand in the
shape of a half moon, and partly covered with mangrove
trees; which was about one mile from and in sight of my
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vessel. There they left nine of us, with a little bread,
flour, fish, lard, a little coffee and molasses; two or
three kegs of water, which was brackish; an old sail for
a covering, and a pot and some other articles no way fit
to cook in. Leaving us these, which were much less than
they appear in the enumeration, they pushed off, saying,
“we will come to see you in a day or two.” Selecting the
best place, we spread the old sail for an awning; but
no place was free from flies, moschetoes, snakes, the
venomous skinned scorpion, and the more venomous
santipee. Sometimes they were found crawling inside of
our pantaloons, but fortunately no injury was received.
This afternoon the pirates hove their vessel out by the
Exertion and cleaned one side, using her paints, oil,
&c. for that purpose. To see my vessel in that situation
and to think of our prospects was a source of the
deepest distress. At night we retired to our tent; but
having nothing but the cold damp ground for a bed, and
the heavy dew of night penetrating the old canvass — the
situation of the island being fifty miles from the usual
track of friendly vessels, and one hundred and thirty-
five from Trinidad — seeing my owner’s property so
unjustly and wantonly destroyed — considering my
condition, the hands at whose mercy I was, and deprived
of all hopes, rendered sleep or rest a stranger to me.

Friday, 4th. — Commenced with light winds and hot sun,
saw a boat coming from the Exertion, apparently loaded;
she passed between two small Keys to northward, supposed
to be bound for Cuba. At sunset a boat came and inquired
if we wanted anything, but instead of adding to our
provisions, took away our molasses, and pushed off. We
found one of the Exertion’s water casks, and several
pieces of plank, which we carefully laid up, in hopes
of getting enough to make a raft.

Saturday, 5th. — Pirates again in sight, coming from the
eastward; they beat up along side their prize, and
commenced loading. In the afternoon Nickola came to us,
bringing with him two more prisoners, which they had
taken in a small sail boat coming from Trinidad to
Manganeil, one a Frenchman, the other a Scotchman, with
two Spaniards, who remained on board the pirate, and who
afterwards joined them. The back of one of these poor
fellows was extremely sore, having just suffered a cruel
beating from Bolidar, with the broad side of a cutlass.
It appeared, that when the officer asked him “where
their money was, and how much,” he answered, “he was not
certain but believed they had only two ounces of gold”
— Bolidar furiously swore he said “ten,” and not finding
any more, gave him the beating. Nickola now related to
me a singular fact; which was, that the Spanish part of
the crew were determined to shoot him; that they tied
him to the mast, and a man was appointed for the

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY

HDT WHAT? INDEX
purpose; but Lion, a Frenchman, his particular friend,
stepped up and told them, if they shot him they must
shoot several more; some of the Spaniards sided with
him, and he was released. Nickola told me, the reason
for such treatment was, that he continually objected to
their conduct towards me, and their opinion if he should
escape, they would be discovered, as he declared he
would take no prize money. While with us he gave me a
letter written in great haste, which contains some
particulars respecting the cargo; — as follows: — 

January 4th, 1822.
Sir, — We arrived here this morning, and before we came
to anchor, had five canoes alongside ready to take your
cargo, part of which we had in; and as I heard you
express a wish to know what they took out of her, to
this moment, you may depend upon this account of
Jamieson for quality and quantity; if I have the same
opportunity you will have an account of the whole. The
villain who bought your cargo is from the town of
Principe, his name is Dominico, as to that it is all
that I can learn; they have taken your charts aboard the
schooner Mexican, and I suppose mean to keep them, as
the other captain has agreed to act the same infamous
part in the tragedy of his life. Your clothes are here
on board, but do not let me flatter you that you will
get them back; it may be so, and it may not. Perhaps in
your old age, when you recline with ease in a corner of
your cottage, you will have the goodness to drop a tear
of pleasure to the memory of him, whose highest ambition
should have been to subscribe himself, though devoted
to the gallows, your friend,
Excuse haste. NICKOLA MONACRE.

Sunday, 6th. — The pirates were under way at sunrise,
with a full load of the Exertion’s cargo, going to
Principe again to sell a second freight, which was done
readily for cash. I afterwards heard that the flour only
fetched five dollars per barrel, when it was worth at
Trinidad thirteen; so that the villain who bought my
cargo at Principe, made very large profits by it.

Tuesday, 8th. — Early this morning the pirates in sight
again, with fore top sail and top gallant sail set; beat
up along side of the Exertion and commenced loading;
having, as I supposed, sold and discharged her last
freight among some of the inhabitants of Cuba. They
appeared to load in great haste; and the song, “O he
oh,” which echoed from one vessel to the other, was
distinctly heard by us. How wounding was this to me! How
different was this sound from what it would have been,
had I been permitted to pass unmolested by these lawless
plunderers, and been favored with a safe arrival at the
port of my destination, where my cargo would have found
an excellent sale. Then would the “O he oh,” on its
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discharging, have been a delightful sound to me. In the
afternoon she sailed with the perough in tow, both with
a full load, having chairs, which was part of the cargo,
slung at her quarters.

Monday, 14th. — They again hove in sight, and beat up
as usual, along-side their prize. While passing our
solitary island, they laughed at our misery, which was
almost insupportable — looking upon us as though we had
committed some heinous crime, and they had not
sufficiently punished us; they hallooed to us, crying
out “Captain, Captain,” accompanied with obscene
motions and words, with which I shall not blacken these
pages — yet I heard no check upon such conduct, nor
could I expect it among such a gang, who have no idea
of subordination on board, except when in chase of
vessels, and even then but very little. My resentment
was excited at such a malicious outrage, and I felt a
disposition to revenge myself, should fortune ever
favor me with an opportunity. It was beyond human nature
not to feel and express some indignation at such
treatment. — Soon after, Bolidar, with five men, well
armed, came to us; he having a blunderbuss, cutlass, a
long knife and pair of pistols — but for what purpose
did he come? He took me by the hand, saying, “Captain,
me speak with you, walk this way.” I obeyed, and when
at some distance from my fellow prisoners, (his men
following) he said, “the captain send me for your wash”
I pretended not to understand what he meant, and
replied, “I have no clothes, nor any soap to wash with
— you have taken them all,” for I had kept my watch about
me, hoping they would not discover it. He demanded it
again as before; and was answered, “I have nothing to
wash;” this raised his anger, and lifting his
blunderbuss, he roared out, “what the d — l you call him
that make clock? give it me.” I considered it imprudent
to contend any longer, and submitted to his unlawful
demand. As he was going off, he gave me a small bundle,
in which was a pair of linen drawers, sent to me by
Nickola, and also the Rev. Mr. Brooks’ “Family Prayer
Book.” This gave me great satisfaction. Soon after, he
returned with his captain, who had one arm slung up, yet
with as many implements of war, as his diminutive wicked
self could conveniently carry; he told me (through an
interpreter who was his prisoner.) “that on his cruize
he had fallen in with two Spanish privateers, and beat
them off; but had three of his men killed, and himself
wounded in the arm” — Bolidar turned to me and said, “it
is a d — n lie” — which words proved to be correct, for
his arm was not wounded, and when I saw him again, which
was soon afterwards, he had forgotten to sling it up.
He further told me, “after tomorrow you shall go with
your vessel, and we will accompany you towards
Trinidad.” This gave me some new hopes, and why I could
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not tell. They then left us without rendering any
assistance. — This night we got some rest.

Tuesday, 15th. The words “go after tomorrow,” were used
among our Spanish fellow prisoners, as though that happy
tomorrow would never come — in what manner it came will
soon be noticed.

Friday, 18th commenced with brighter prospects of
liberty than ever. The pirates were employed in setting
up our devoted schooner’s shrouds, stays, &c. My
condition now reminded me of the hungry man, chained in
one corner of a room, while at another part was a table
loaded with delicious food and fruits, the smell and
sight of which he was continually to experience, but
alas! his chains were never to be loosed that he might
go and partake — at almost the same moment they were
thus employed, the axe was applied with the greatest
dexterity to both her masts and I saw them fall over the
side! Here fell my hopes — I looked at my condition, and
then thought of home. — Our Spanish fellow prisoners
were so disappointed and alarmed that they recommended
hiding ourselves, if possible, among the mangrove
trees, believing, as they said, we should now certainly
be put to death; or, what was worse, compelled to serve
on board the Mexican as pirates. Little else it is true,
seemed left for us; however, we kept a bright look out
for them during the day, and at night “an anchor watch”
as we called it, determined if we discovered their boats
coming towards us, to adopt the plan of hiding, although
starvation stared us in the face — yet preferred that
to instant death. This night was passed in sufficient
anxiety — I took the first watch.

Saturday, 19th. — The pirate’s largest boat came for us
— it being day-light, and supposing they could see us,
determined to stand our ground and wait the result. They
ordered us all into the boat, but left every thing else;
they rowed towards the Exertion — I noticed a dejection
of spirits in one of the pirates, and inquired of him
where they were going to carry us? He shook his head and
replied, “I do not know.” I now had some hopes of
visiting my vessel again — but the pirates made sail,
ran down, took us in tow and stood out of the harbor.
Bolidar afterwards took me, my mate and two of my men
on board and gave us some coffee. On examination I found
they had several additional light sails, made of the
Exertion’s. Almost every man, a pair of canvas trousers;
and my colors cut up and made into belts to carry their
money about them. My jolly boat was on deck, and I was
informed, all my rigging was disposed of. Several of the
pirates had on some of my clothes, and the captain one
of my best shirts, a cleaner one, than I had ever seen
him have on before. — He kept at a good distance from
me, and forbid my friend Nickola’s speaking to me. — I
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saw from the companion way in the captain’s cabin my
quadrant, spy glass and other things which belonged to
us, and observed by the compass, that the course steered
was about west by south, — distance nearly twenty miles,
which brought them up with a cluster of islands called
by some “Cayman Keys.” Here they anchored and caught
some fish, (one of which was named guard fish) of which we
had a taste. I observed that my friend Mr. Bracket was
somewhat dejected, and asked him in a low voice, what
his opinion was with respects to our fate? He answered,
“I cannot tell you, but it appears to me the worst is
to come.” I told him that I hoped not, but thought they
would give us our small boat and liberate the prisoners.
But mercy even in this shape was not left-for us. Soon
after, saw the captain and officers whispering for some
time in private conference. When over, their boat was
manned under the commond of Bolidar, and went to one of
those Islands or Keys before mentioned. On their return,
another conference took place — whether it was a jury
upon our lives we could not tell. I did not think
conscience could be entirely extinguished in the human
breast, or that men could become fiends. In the
afternoon, while we knew not the doom which had been
fixed for us, the captain was engaged with several of
his men in gambling, in hopes to get back some of the
five hundred dollars, they said, he lost but a few
nights before; which had made his unusually fractious.
A little before sunset he ordered all the prisoners into
the large boat, with a supply of provisions and water,
and to be put on shore. While we were getting into her,
one of my fellow prisoners, a Spaniard, attempted with
tears in his eyes to speak to the captain, but was
refused with the answer. “I’ll have nothing to say to
any prisoner, go into the boat.” In the mean time
Nickola said to me, “My friend, I will give you your
book,” (being Mr. Colman’s Sermons,) “it is the only
thing of yours that is in my possession; I dare not
attempt any thing more.” But the captain forbid his
giving it to me, and I stepped into the boat — at that
moment Nickola said in a low voice, “never mind, I may
see you again before I die.” The small boat was well
armed and manned, and both set off together for the
island, where they had agreed to leave us to perish! The
scene to us was a funereal scene. There were no arms in
the prisoners boat, and, of course, all attempts to
relieve ourselves would have been throwing our lives
away, as Bolidar was near us, well armed. We were rowed
about two miles north-easterly from the pirates, to a
small low island, lonely and desolate. We arrived about
sunset; and for the support of us eleven prisoners, they
only left a ten gallon keg of water, and perhaps a few
quarts, in another small vessel, which was very poor;
part of a barrel of flour, a small keg of lard, one ham
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and some salt fish; a small kettle and an old broken
pot; an old sail for a covering, and a small mattress
and blanket, which was thrown out as the boats hastened
away. One of the prisoners happened to have a little
coffee in his pocket, and these comprehended all our
means of sustaining life, and for what length of time
we knew not. We now felt the need of water, and our
supply was comparatively nothing. A man may live nearly
twice as long without food, as without water. Look at
us now, my friends, left benighted on a little spot of
sand in the midst of the ocean, far from the usual track
of vessels, and every appearance of a violent thunder
tempest, and a boisterous night. Judge of my feelings,
and the circumstances which our band of sufferers now
witnessed. Perhaps you can and have pitied us. I assure
you, we were very wretched; and to paint the scene, is
not within my power. When the boats were moving from the
shore, on recovering myself a little, I asked Bolidar,
“If he was going to leave us so?” — he answered, “no,
only two days — we go for water and wood, then come back,
take you.” I requested him to give us bread and other
stores, for they had plenty in the boat, and at least
one hundred barrels of flour in the Mexican. “No, no,
suppose to-morrow morning me come, me give you bread,”
and hurried off to the vessel. This was the last time I
saw him. We then turned our attention upon finding a
spot most convenient for our comfort, and soon
discovered a little roof supported by stakes driven into
the sand; it was thatched with leaves of the cocoa-nut
tree, considerable part of which was torn or blown off.
After spreading the old sail over this roof, we placed
our little stock of provisions under it. Soon after came
on a heavy shower of rain which penetrated the canvas,
and made it nearly as uncomfortable inside, as it would
have been out. We were not prepared to catch water,
having nothing to put it in. Our next object was to get
fire, and after gathering some of the driest fuel to be
found, and having a small piece of cotton wick-yarn,
with flint and steel, we kindled a fire, which was never
afterwards suffered to be extinguished. The night was
very dark, but we found a piece of old rope, which when
well lighted served for a candle. On examining the
ground under the roof, we found perhaps thousands of
creeping insects, scorpions, lizards, crickets, &c.
After scraping them out as well as we could, the most
of us having nothing but the damp earth for a bed, laid
ourselves down in hopes of some rest; but it being so
wet, gave many of us severe colds, and one of the
Spaniards was quite sick for several days.

Sunday, 20th. — As soon as day-light came on, we
proceeded to take a view of our little island, and found
it to measure only one acre, of coarse, white sand;
about two feet, and in some spots perhaps three feet
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above the surface of the ocean. On the highest part were
growing some bushes and small mangroves, (the dry part
of which was our fuel) and the wild castor oil beans.
We were greatly disappointed in not finding the latter
suitable food; likewise some of the prickly pear bushes,
which gave us only a few pears about the size of our
small button pear; the outside has thorns, which if
applied to the fingers or lips, will remain there, and
cause a severe smarting similar to the nettle; the
inside a spungy substance, full of juice and seeds,
which are red and a little tartish — had they been there
in abundance, we should not have suffered so much for
water — but alas! even this substitute was not for us.
On the northerly side of the island was a hollow, where
the tide penetrated the sand, leaving stagnant water.
We presumed, in hurricanes the island was nearly
overflowed. According to the best calculations I could
make, we were about thirty-five miles from any part of
Cuba, one hundred from Trinidad and forty from the usual
track of American vessels, or others which might pass
that way. No vessel of any considerable size, can safely
pass among these Keys (or “Queen’s Gardens,” as the
Spaniards call them) being a large number extending from
Cape Cruz to Trinidad, one hundred and fifty miles
distance; and many more than the charts have laid down,
most of them very low and some covered at high water,
which makes it very dangerous for navigators without a
skilful pilot. After taking this view of our condition,
which was very gloomy, we began to suspect we were left
on this desolate island by those merciless plunderers
to perish. Of this I am now fully convinced; still we
looked anxiously for the pirate’s boat to come according
to promise with more water and provisions, but looked
in vain. We saw them soon after get under way with all
sail set and run directly from us until out of our
sight, and we never saw them again! One may partially imagine
our feelings, but they cannot be put into words. Before
they were entirely out of sight of us, we raised the
white blanket upon a pole, waving it in the air, in
hopes, that at two miles distance they would see it and
be moved to pity. But pity in such monsters was not to
be found. It was not their interest to save us from the
lingering death, which we now saw before us. We tried
to compose ourselves, trusting to God, who had witnessed
our sufferings, would yet make use of some one, as the
instrument of his mercy towards us. Our next care, now,
was to try for water. We dug several holes in the sand
and found it, but quite too salt for use. The tide
penetrates probably through the island. We now came on
short allowances for water. Having no means of securing
what we had by lock and key, some one in the night would
slyly drink, and it was soon gone. The next was to bake
some bread, which we did by mixing flour with salt water
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and frying it in lard, allowing ourselves eight quite
small pancakes to begin with. The ham was reserved for
some more important occasion, and the salt fish was lost
for want of fresh water. The remainder of this day was
passed in the most serious conversation and reflection.
At night, I read prayers from the “Prayer Book,” before
mentioned, which I most carefully concealed while last
on board the pirates. This plan was pursued morning and
evening, during our stay there. Then retired for rest
and sleep, but realized little of either.

Monday, 21st. — In the morning we walked round the
beach, in expectation of finding something useful. On
our way picked up a paddle about three feet long, very
similar to the Indian canoe paddle, except the handle,
which was like that of a shovel, the top part being
split off; we laid it by for the present. We likewise
found some konchs and roasted them; they were pretty
good shell fish, though rather tough. We discovered at
low water, a bar or spit of sand extending north-
easterly from us, about three miles distant, to a
cluster of Keys, which were covered with mangrove trees,
perhaps as high as our quince tree. My friend Mr.
Bracket and George attempted to wade across, being at
that time of tide only up to their armpits; but were
pursued by a shark, and returned without success. The
tide rises about four feet.

Tuesday, 22d. — We found several pieces of the palmetto
or cabbage tree, and some pieces of boards, put them
together in the form of a raft, and endeavored to cross,
but that proved ineffectual. Being disappointed, we set
down to reflect upon other means of relief, intending
to do all in our power for safety while our strength
continued. While setting here, the sun was so powerful
and oppressive, reflecting its rays upon the sea, which
was then calm, and the white sand which dazzled the eye,
was so painful, that we retired under the awning; there
the moschetoes and flies were so numerous, that good
rest could not be found. We were, however, a little
cheered, when, in scraping out the top of the ground to
clear out, I may say, thousands of crickets and bugs,
we found a hatchet, which was to us peculiarly
serviceable. At night the strong north-easterly wind,
which prevails there at all seasons, was so cold as to
make it equally uncomfortable with the day. Thus day
after day, our sufferings and apprehensions
multiplying, we were very generally alarmed.

Thursday, 24th. — This morning, after taking a little
coffee, made of the water which we thought least salt,
and two or three of the little cakes, we felt somewhat
refreshed, and concluded to make another visit to those
Keys, in hopes of finding something more, which might
make a raft for us to escape the pirates, and avoid
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perishing by thirst. Accordingly seven of us set off,
waded across the bar and searched all the Keys
thereabouts. On one we found a number of sugar-box
shooks, two lashing plank and some pieces of old spars,
which were a part of the Exertion’s deck load, that was
thrown overboard when she grounded on the bar, spoken
of in the first part of the narrative. It seems they had
drifted fifteen miles, and had accidentally lodged on
these very Keys within our reach. Had the pirates known
this, they would undoubtedly have placed us in another
direction. They no doubt thought that they could not
place us on a worse place. The wind at this time was
blowing so strong on shore, as to prevent rafting our
stuff round to our island, and we were obliged to haul
it upon the beach for the present; then dug for water
in the highest place, but found it as salt as ever, and
then returned to our habitation. But hunger and thirst
began to prey upon us, and our comforts were as few as
our hopes.

Friday, 25th. — Again passed over to those Keys to
windward in order to raft our stuff to our island, it
being most convenient for building. But the surf on the
beach was so very rough, that we were again compelled
to postpone it. Our courage, however, did not fail where
there was the slightest hopes of life. Returning without
it, we found on our way an old top timber of some vessel;
it had several spikes on it, which we afterwards found
very serviceable. In the hollow of an old tree, we found
two guarnas of small size, one male, the other female.
Only one was caught. After taking off the skin, we
judged it weighed a pound and a half. With some flour
and lard, (the only things we had except salt water,)
it made us a fine little mess. We thought it a rare dish,
though a small one for eleven half starved persons. At
the same time a small vessel hove in sight; we made a
signal to her with the blanket tied to a pole and placed
it on the highest tree — some took off their white
clothes and waved them in the air, hoping they would
come to us; should they be pirates, they could do no
more than kill us, and perhaps would give us some water,
for which we began to suffer most excessively; but,
notwithstanding all our efforts, she took no notice of
us.

Saturday, 26th. — This day commenced with moderate
weather and smooth sea; at low tide found some cockles;
boiled and eat them, but they were very painful to the
stomach. David Warren had a fit of strangling, with
swelling of the bowels; but soon recovered, and said,
“something like salt rose in his throat and choked him.”
Most of us then set off for the Keys, where the plank
and shooks were put together in a raft, which we with
pieces of boards paddled over to our island; when we
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consulted the best plan, either to build a raft large
enough for us all to go on, or a boat; but the shooks
having three or four nails in each, and having a piece
of large reed or bamboo, previously found, of which we
made pins, we concluded to make a boat.

Sunday, 27 — Commenced our labor, for which I know we
need offer no apology. We took the two planks, which
were about fourteen feet long, and two and a half wide,
and fixed them together for the bottom of the boat; then
with moulds made of palmetto bark, cut timber and knees
from mangrove trees which spread so much as to make the
boat four feet wide at the top, placed them exactly the
distance apart of an Havana sugar box. — Her stern was
square and the bows tapered to a peak, making her form
resemble a flat-iron. We proceeded thus far and returned
to rest for the night — but Mr. Bracket was too unwell
to get much sleep.

Monday, 28 — Went on with the work as fast as possible.
Some of the Spaniards had long knives about them, which
proved very useful in fitting timbers, and a gimblet of
mine, accidentally found on board the pirate, enabled
us to use the wooden pins. And now our spirits began to
revive, though water, water, was continually in our minds.
We now feared the pirates might possibly come, find out
our plan and put us to death, (although before we had
wished to see them, being so much in want of water.) Our
labor was extremely burdensome, and the Spaniards
considerably peevish — but they would often say to me
“never mind captain, by and by, Americana or Spanyola
catch them, me go and see ’um hung.” We quitted work for
the day, cooked some cakes but found it necessary to
reduce the quantity again, however small before. We
found some herbs on a windward Key, which the Spaniards
called Spanish tea. — This when well boiled we found
somewhat palatable, although the water was very salt.
This herb resembles pennyroyal in look and taste, though
not so pungent. In the evening when we were setting
round the fire to keep of the moschetoes, I observed
David Warren’s eyes shone like glass. The mate said to
him — “David I think you will die before morning — I
think you are struck with death now.” I thought so too,
and told him, “I thought it most likely we should all
die here soon; but as some one of us might survive to
carry the tidings to our friends, if you have any thing
to say respecting your family, now is the time.” — He
then said, “I have a mother in Saco where I belong — she
is a second time a widow — to-morrow if you can spare a
scrap of paper and pencil I will write something.” But
no tomorrow came to him. — In the course of the night
he had another spell of strangling, and soon after
expired, without much pain and without a groan. He was
about twenty-six years old. — How solemn was this scene
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to us! Here we beheld the ravages of death commenced
upon us. More than one of us considered death a happy
release. For myself I thought of my wife and children;
and wished to live if God should so order it, though
extreme thirst, hunger and exhaustion had well nigh
prostrated my fondest hopes.

Tuesday, 29th. — Part of us recommenced labor on the
boat, while myself and Mr. Bracket went and selected the
highest clear spot of sand on the northern side of the
island, where we dug Warren’s grave, and boxed it up
with shooks, thinking it would be the most suitable spot
for the rest of us — whose turn would come next, we knew
not. At about ten o’clock, A.M. conveyed the corpse to
the grave, followed by us survivers — a scene, whose
awful solemnity can never be painted. We stood around
the grave, and there I read the funeral prayer from the
Rev. Mr. Brooks’s Family Prayer Book; and committed the
body to the earth; covered it with some pieces of board
and sand, and returned to our labor. One of the
Spaniards, an old man, named Manuel, who was partial to
me, and I to him, made a cross and placed it at the head
of the grave saying, “Jesus Christ hath him now.”
Although I did not believe in any mysterious influence
of this cross, yet I was perfectly willing it should
stand there. The middle part of the day being very warm,
our mouths parched with thirst, and our spirits so
depressed, that we made but little progress during the
remainder of this day, but in the evening were employed
in picking oakum out of the bolt rope taken from the old
sail.

Wednesday, 30th. — Returned to labor on the boat with
as much vigor as our weak and debilitated state would
admit, but it was a day of trial to us all; for the
Spaniards and we Americans could not well understand
each other’s plans, and they being naturally petulant,
would not work, nor listen with any patience for Joseph,
our English fellow prisoner, to explain our views — they
would sometimes undo what they had done, and in a few
minutes replace it again; however before night we began
to caulk her seams, by means of pieces of hard mangrove,
made in form of a caulking-iron, and had the
satisfaction of seeing her in a form something like a
boat.

Thursday, 31st. — Went on with the work, some at
caulking, others at battening the seams with strips of
canvas, and pieces of pine nailed over, to keep the
oakum in. Having found a suitable pole for a mast, the
rest went about making a sail from the one we had used
for a covering, also fitting oars of short pieces of
boards, in form of a paddle, tied on a pole, we having
a piece of fishing line brought by one of the prisoners.
Thus, at three P.M. the boat was completed and put
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afloat. — We had all this time confidently hoped, that
she would be sufficiently large and strong to carry us
all — we made a trial and were disappointed! This was
indeed a severe trial, and the emotions it called up
were not easy to be suppressed. She proved leaky, for
we had no carpenter’s yard, or smith’s shop to go to. —
And now the question was, “who should go, and how many?”
I found it necessary for six; four to row, one to steer
and one to bale. Three of the Spaniards and the
Frenchman claimed the right, as being best acquainted
with the nearest inhabitants; likewise, they had when
taken, two boats left at St. Maria, (about forty miles
distant,) which they were confident of finding. They
promised to return within two or three days for the rest
of us — I thought it best to consent — Mr. Bracket it
was agreed should go in my stead, because my papers must
accompany me as a necessary protection, and my men
apprehended danger if they were lost. Joseph Baxter (I
think was his name) they wished should go, because he
could speak both languages — leaving Manuel, George,
Thomas and myself, to wait their return. Having thus
made all arrangements, and putting up a keg of the least
salt water, with a few pancakes of salt fish, they set
off a little before sunset with our best wishes and
prayers for their safety and return to our relief. — To
launch off into the wide ocean, with strength almost
exhausted, and in such a frail boat as this, you will
say was very hazardous, and in truth it was; but what
else was left to us? — Their intention was to touch at
the Key where the Exertion was and if no boat was to be
found there, to proceed to St. Maria, and if none there,
to go to Trinidad and send us relief. — But alas! it was
the last time I ever saw them! — Our suffering this day
was most acute.

Tuesday, 5th. — About ten o’clock, A.M. discovered a
boat drifting by on the southeastern side of the island
about a mile distant. I deemed it a providential thing
to us, and urged Thomas and George trying the raft for
her. They reluctantly consented and set off, but it was
nearly three P.M. when they came up with her — it was
the same boat we had built! Where then was my friend
Bracket and those who went with him? Every appearance
was unfavorable. — I hoped that a good Providence had
yet preserved him. — The two men who went for the boat,
found it full of water, without oars, paddle, or sail;
being in this condition, and about three miles to the
leeward, the men found it impossible to tow her up, so
left her, and were until eleven o’clock at night getting
back with the raft. They were so exhausted, that had it
not been nearly calm, they could never have returned.

Wednesday, 6th. — This morning was indeed the most
gloomy I had ever experienced. — There appeared hardly
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a ray of hope that my friend Bracket could return,
seeing the boat was lost. Our provisions nearly gone;
our mouths parched extremely with thirst; our strength
wasted; our spirits broken, and our hopes imprisoned
within the circumference of this desolate island in the
midst of an unfrequented ocean; all these things gave
to the scene around us the hue of death. In the midst
of this dreadful despondence, a sail hove in sight
bearing the white flag! Our hopes were raised, of course
— but no sooner raised than darkened, by hearing a gun
fired. Here then was another gang of pirates. She soon,
however, came near enough to anchor, and her boat pushed
off towards us with three men in her. — Thinking it now
no worse to die by sword than famine, I walked down
immediately to meet them. I knew them not. — A moment
before the boat touched the ground, a man leaped from
her bows and caught me in his arms! It was Nickola! — saying,
“Do you now believe Nickola is your friend? yes, said
he, Jamieson will yet prove himself so.” — No words can
express my emotions at this moment. This was a friend
indeed. The reason of my not recognizing them before,
was that they had cut their beards and whiskers. Turning
to my fellow-sufferers, Nickola asked — “Are these all
that are left of you? where are the others?” — At this
moment seeing David’s grave — “are they dead then? Ah!
I suspected it, I know what you were put here for.” As
soon as I could recover myself, I gave him an account
of Mr. Bracket and the others. — “How unfortunate,” he
said, “they must be lost, or some pirates have taken
them.” — “But,” he continued, “we have no time to lose;
you had better embark immediately with us, and go where
you please, we are at your service.” The other two in
the boat were Frenchmen, one named Lyon, the other
Parrikete. They affectionately embraced each of us;
then holding to my mouth the nose of a teakettle, filled
with wine, said “Drink plenty, no hurt you.” I drank as
much as I judged prudent. They then gave it to my fellow
sufferers — I experienced almost immediate relief, not
feeling it in my head; they had also brought in the boat
for us, a dish of salt beef and potatoes, of which we
took a little. Then sent the boat on board for the other
two men, being five in all; who came ashore, and
rejoiced enough was I to see among them Thomas Young,
one of my crew, who was detained on board the Mexican,
but had escaped through Nickola’s means; the other a
Frenchman, named John Cadedt. I now thought again and
again, with troubled emotion, of my dear friend
Bracket’s fate. I took the last piece of paper I had,
and wrote with pencil a few words, informing him (should
he come there) that “I and the rest were safe; that I
was not mistaken in the friend in whom I had placed so
much confidence, that he had accomplished my highest
expectations; and that I should go immediately to
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Trinidad, and requested him to go there also, and apply
to Mr. Isaac W. Lord, my consignee, for assistance.” I
put the paper into a junk bottle, previously found on
the beach, put in a stopper, and left it, together with
what little flour remained, a keg of water brought from
Nickola’s vessel, and a few other things which I thought
might be of service to him. We then repaired with our
friends on board, where we were kindly treated. She was
a sloop from Jamaica, of about twelve tons, with a cargo
of rum and wine, bound to Trinidad. I asked “which way
they intended to go?” They said “to Jamaica if agreeable
to me.” As I preferred Trinidad, I told them, “if they
would give me the Exertion’s boat which was along-side
(beside their own) some water and provisions, we would
take chance in her.” — “For perhaps,” said I, “you will
fare better at Jamaica, than at Trinidad.” After a few
minutes consultation, they said “you are too much
exhausted to row the distance of one hundred miles,
therefore we will go and carry you — we consider
ourselves at your service.” I expressed a wish to take
a look at the Exertion, possibly we might hear something
of Mr. Bracket. Nickola said “very well,” so got under
way, and run for her, having a light westerly wind. He
then related to me the manner of their desertion from
the pirates; as nearly as I can recollect his own words,
he said, “A few days since, the pirates took four small
vessels, I believe Spaniards; they having but two
officers for the two first, the third fell to me as
prize master, and having an understanding with the three
Frenchmen and Thomas, selected them for my crew, and
went on board with orders to follow the Mexican; which
I obeyed. The fourth, the pirates took out all but one
man and bade him also follow their vessel. Now our
schooner leaked so bad, that we left her and in her
stead agreed to take this little sloop (which we are now
in) together with the one man. The night being very dark
we all agreed to desert the pirates — altered our course
and touched at St. Maria, where we landed the one man —
saw no boats there, could hear nothing from you, and
agreed one and all at the risk of our lives to come and
liberate you if you were alive; knowing, as we did, that
you were put on this Key to perish. On our way we boarded
the Exertion, thinking possibly you might have been
there. On board her we found a sail and paddle. We took
one of the pirate’s boats which they had left along-side
of her, which proves how we came by two boats. My
friend, the circumstance I am now about to relate, will
somewhat astonish you. When the pirate’s boat with
Bolidar was sent to the before mentioned Key, on the
19th of January, it was their intention to leave you
prisoners there, where was nothing but salt water and
mangroves, and no possibility of escape. This was the
plan of Baltizar, their abandoned pilot; but Bolidar’s
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heart failed him, and he objected to it; then, after a
conference, Captain Jonnia ordered you to be put on the
little island from whence we have now taken you. But
after this was done, that night the French and
Portuguese part of the Mexican’s crew protested against
it; so that Captain Jonnia to satisfy them, sent his
large boat to take you and your fellow prisoners back
again, taking care to select his confidential Spaniards
for this errand. And you will believe me they set off
from the Mexican, and after spending about as much time
as would really have taken them to come to you, they
returned, and reported they had been to your island, and
landed, and that none of you were there, somebody having
taken you off! This, all my companions here know to be
true. — I knew it was impossible you could have been
liberated, and therefore we determined among ourselves,
that should an opportunity occur we would come and save
your lives, as we now have.” He then expressed, as he
hitherto had done (and I believe with sincerity), his
disgust with the bad company which he had been in, and
looked forward with anxiety to the day when he might
return to his native country. I advised him to get on
board an American vessel, whenever an opportunity
offered, and come to the United States; and on his
arrival direct a letter to me; repeating my earnest
desire to make some return for the disinterested
friendship which he had shown toward me. With the
Frenchman I had but little conversation, being
unacquainted with the language.

Here ended Nickola’s account. “And now” said the Frenchman, “our
hearts be easy.” Nickola observed he had left all and found us.
I gave them my warmest tribute of gratitude, saying I looked
upon them under God as the preservers of our lives, and promised
them all the assistance which my situation might enable me to
afford. — This brings me to,

Thursday evening, 7th, when, at eleven o’clock, we
anchored at the creek’s mouth, near the Exertion. I was
anxious to board her; accordingly took with me Nickola,
Thomas, George and two others, well armed, each with a
musket and cutlass. I jumped on her deck, saw a fire in
the camboose, but no person there: I called aloud Mr.
Bracket’s name several times, saying “it is Captain
Lincoln, don’t be afraid, but show yourself,” but no
answer was given. She had no masts, spars, rigging,
furniture, provisions or any think left, except her
bowsprit, and a few barrels of salt provisions of her
cargo. Her ceiling had holes cut in it, no doubt in
their foolish search for money. I left her with peculiar
emotions, such as I hope never again to experience; and
returned to the little sloop where we remained till — 

Friday, 8th — When I had disposition to visit the island
on which we were first imprisoned. — Found nothing there
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— saw a boat among the mangroves, near the Exertion.
Returned, and got under way immediately for Trinidad.
In the night while under full sail, run aground on a
sunken Key, having rocks above the water, resembling old
stumps of trees; we, however, soon got off and anchored.
Most of those Keys have similar rocks about them, which
navigators must carefully guard against.

Monday, 11th — Got under way — saw a brig at anchor about
five miles below the mouth of the harbor; we hoped to
avoid her speaking us; but when we opened in sight of
her, discovered a boat making towards us, with a number
of armed men in her. This alarmed my friends, and as we
did not see the brig’s ensign hoisted, they declared the
boat was a pirate, and looking through the spy-glass,
they knew some of them to be the Mexican’s men! This
state of things was quite alarming. They said, “we will
not be taken alive by them.” Immediately the boat fired
a musket; the ball passed through our mainsail. My
friends insisted on beating them off: I endeavored to
dissuade them, believing, as I did, that the brig was a
Spanish man-of-war, who had sent her boat to ascertain
who we were. I thought we had better heave to.
Immediately another shot came. Then they insisted on
fighting, and said “if I would not help them, I was no
friend.” I reluctantly acquiesced, and handed up the
guns — commenced firing upon them and they upon us. We
received several shot through the sails, but no one was
hurt on either side. Our boats had been cast adrift to
make us go the faster, and we gained upon them —
continued firing until they turned from us, and went for
our boats, which they took in tow for the brig. Soon
after this, it became calm: then I saw that the brig had
us in her power. — She manned and armed two more boats
for us. We now concluded, since we had scarcely any
ammunition, to surrender; and were towed down along-
side the brig on board, and were asked by the captain,
who could speak English, “what for you fire on the
boat?” I told him “we thought her a pirate, and did not
like to be taken by them again, having already suffered
too much;” showing my papers. He said, “Captain
Americana, never mind, go and take some dinner — which
are your men?” I pointed them out to him, and he ordered
them the liberty of the decks; but my friend Nickola and
his three associates were immediately put in irons. They
were, however, afterwards taken out of irons and
examined; and I understood the Frenchmen agreed to
enlist, as they judged it the surest way to better their
condition. Whether Nickola enlisted, I do not know, but
think that he did, as I understood that offer was made
to him: I however endeavored to explain more distinctly
to the captain, the benevolent efforts of these four men
by whom my life had been saved, and used every argument
in my power to procure their discharge. I also applied
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to the governor, and exerted myself with peculiar
interest, dictated as I trust with heartfelt gratitude
— and I ardently hope ere this, that Nickola is on his
way to this country, where I may have an opportunity of
convincing him that such an act of benevolence will not
go unrewarded. Previous to my leaving Trinidad, I made
all the arrangements in my power with my influential
friends, and doubt not, that their laudable efforts will
be accomplished. — The sloop’s cargo was then taken on
board the brig; after which the captain requested a
certificate that I was politely treated by him, saying
that his name was Captain Candama, of the privateer brig
Prudentee of eighteen guns. This request I complied
with. His first lieutenant told me he had sailed out of
Boston, as commander for T.C. Amory, Esq. during the
last war. In the course of the evening my friends were
taken out of irons and examined separately, then put
back again. The captain invited me to supper in his
cabin, and a berth for the night, which was truly
acceptable. The next morning after breakfast, I with my
people were set on shore with the few things we had,
with the promise of the Exertion’s small boat in a day
or two, — but it was never sent me — the reason, let the
reader imagine. On landing at the wharf Casildar, we
were immediately taken by soldiers to the guard house,
which was a very filthy place; thinking I suppose, and
even calling us, pirates. Soon some friends came to see
me. Mr. Cotton, who resides there brought us in some
soup. Mr. Isaac W. Lord, of Boston, my merchant, came
with Captain Tate, who sent immediately to the governor;
for I would not show my papers to any one else. He came
about sunset, and after examining Manuel my Spanish
fellow prisoner, and my papers, said to be, giving me
the papers, “Captain, you are at liberty.” I was kindly
invited by Captain Matthew Rice, of schooner Galaxy, of
Boston, to go on board his vessel, and live with him
during my stay there. This generous offer I accepted,
and was treated by him with the greatest hospitality;
for I was hungered and he gave me meat, I was athirst
and he gave me drink, I was naked and he clothed me, a
stranger and he took me in. He likewise took Manuel and
my three men for that night. Next day Mr. Lord rendered
me all necessary assistance in making my protest. He had
heard nothing from me until my arrival. I was greatly
disappointed in not finding Mr. Bracket, and requested
Mr. Lord to give him all needful aid if he should come
there. To Captain Carnes, of the schooner Hannah, of
Boston, I would tender my sincere thanks, for his
kindness in giving me a passage to Boston, which I
gladly accepted. To those gentlemen of Trinidad, and
many captains of American vessels, who gave me sea
clothing, &c., I offer my cordial gratitude.

I am fully of the opinion that these ferocious pirates are linked
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in with many inhabitants of Cuba; and the government in many
respects appears covertly to encourage them.
It is with heartfelt delight, that, since the above narrative
was written, I have learned that Mr. Bracket and his companions
are safe; he arrived at Port d’Esprit, about forty leagues east
of Trinidad. A letter has been received from him, stating that
he should proceed to Trinidad the first opportunity. — It
appears that after reaching the wreck, they found a boat from
the shore, taking on board some of the Exertion’s cargo, in which
they proceeded to the above place. Why it was not in his power
to come to our relief will no doubt be satisfactorily disclosed
when he may be so fortunate as once more to return to his native
country and friends.
I felt great anxiety to learn what became of Jamieson, who, my
readers will recollect, was detained on board the Spanish brig
Prudentee near Trinidad. I heard nothing from him, until I
believe eighteen months after I reached home, when I received a
letter from him, from Montego Bay, Jamaica, informing me that
he was then residing in that island. I immediately wrote to him,
and invited him to come on to the United States. He accordingly
came on passenger with Captain Wilson of Cohasset, and arrived
in Boston, in August, 1824. Our meeting was very affecting.
Trying scenes were brought up before us; scenes gone forever,
through which we had passed together, where our acquaintance was
formed, and since which time, we had never met. I beheld once
more the preserver of my life; the instrument, under Providence,
of restoring me to my home, my family, and my friends, and I
regarded him with no ordinary emotion. My family were delighted
to see him, and cordially united in giving him a warm reception.
He told me that after we separated in Trinidad, he remained on
board the Spanish brig. The commander asked him and his
companions if they would enlist; the Frenchmen replied that they
would, but he said nothing, being determined to make his escape,
the very first opportunity which should present. The Spanish
brig afterwards fell in with a Columbian Patriot, an armed brig
of eighteen guns. Being of about equal force, they gave battle,
and fought between three and four hours. Both parties were very
much injured; and, without any considerable advantage on either
side, both drew off to make repairs. The Spanish brig Prudentee,
put into St. Jago de Cuba. Jamieson was wounded in the action,
by a musket ball, through his arm, and was taken on shore, with
the other wounded, and placed in the hospital of St. Jago. Here
he remained for a considerable time, until he had nearly
recovered, when he found an opportunity of escaping, and
embarking for Jamaica. He arrived in safety at Kingston, and
from there, travelled barefoot over the mountains, until very
much exhausted, he reached Montego Bay, where he had friends,
and where one of his brothers possessed some property. From this
place, he afterwards wrote to me. He told me that before he came
to Massachusetts, he saw the villainous pilot of the Mexican,
the infamous Baltizar, with several other pirates, brought into
Montego Bay, from whence they were to be conveyed to Kingston
to be executed. Whether the others were part of the Mexican’s
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crew, or not, I do not know. Baltizar was an old man, and as
Jamieson said, it was a melancholy and heart-rending sight, to
see him borne to execution with those gray hairs, which might
have been venerable in virtuous old age, now a shame and reproach
to this hoary villain, for he was full of years, and old in
iniquity. When Jamieson received the letter which I wrote him,
he immediately embarked with Captain Wilson, and came to Boston,
as I have before observed.
According to his own account he was of a very respectable family
in Greenock, Scotland. His father when living was a rich cloth
merchant, but both his father and mother had been dead many
years. He was the youngest of thirteen children, and being, as
he said, of a roving disposition, had always followed the seas.
He had received a polite education, and was of a very gentlemanly
deportment. He spoke several living languages, and was skilled
in drawing and painting. He had travelled extensively in
different countries, and acquired in consequence an excellent
knowledge of their manners and customs. His varied information
(for hardly any subject escaped him) rendered him a very
entertaining companion. His observations on the character of
different nations were very liberal; marking their various
traits, their virtues and vices, with playful humorousness,
quite free from bigotry, or narrow prejudice.
I was in trade, between Boston and Philadelphia, at the time he
came to Massachusetts, and he sailed with me several trips as
my mate. He afterwards went to Cuba, and was subsequently
engaged in the mackerel fishery, out of the port of Hingham,
during the warm season, and in the winter frequently employed
himself in teaching navigation to young men, for which he was
eminently qualified. He remained with us, until his death, which
took place in 1829. At this time he had been out at sea two or
three days, when he was taken sick, and was carried into Cape
Cod, where he died, on the first day of May, 1829, and there his
remains lie buried. Peace be to his ashes! They rest in a strange
land, far from his kindred and his native country.
Since his death I have met with Mr. Stewart, of Philadelphia,
who was Commercial Agent in Trinidad at the time of my capture.
He informed me that the piratical schooner Mexican, was
afterwards chased by an English government vessel, from Jamaica,
which was cruising in search of it. Being hotly pursued, the
pirates deserted their vessel, and fled to the mangrove bushes,
on an island similar to that on which they had placed me and my
crew to die. The English surrounded them, and thus they were cut
off from all hopes of escape. They remained there, I think
fourteen days, when being almost entirely subdued by famine,
eleven surrendered themselves, and were taken. The others
probably perished among the mangroves. The few who were taken
were carried by the government vessel into Trinidad. Mr. Stewart
said that he saw them himself, and such miserable objects, that
had life, he never before beheld. They were in a state of
starvation; their beards had grown to a frightful length, their
bodies, were covered with filth and vermin, and their
countenances were hideous. From Trinidad they were taken to
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Kingston, Jamaica, and there hung on Friday, the 7th of
February, 1823.
About a quarter of an hour before day dawn, the wretched culprits
were taken from the jail, under a guard of soldiers from the
50th regiment, and the City Guard. On their arrival at the wherry
wharf, the military retired, and the prisoners, with the Town
Guard were put on board two wherries, in which they proceeded
to Port Royal Point, the usual place of execution in similar
cases. They were there met by a strong party of military,
consisting of 50 men, under command of an officer. They formed
themselves into a square round the place of execution, with the
sheriff and his officers with the prisoners in the centre. The
gallows was of considerable length, and contrived with a drop
so as to prevent the unpleasant circumstances which frequently
occur.
The unfortunate men had been in continual prayer from the time
they were awakened out of a deep sleep till they arrived at that
place, where they were to close their existence.
They all expressed their gratitude for the attention they had
met with from the sheriff and the inferior officers. Many
pressed the hands of the turnkey to their lips, others to their
hearts and on their knees, prayed that God, Jesus Christ, and
the Virgin Mary would bless him and the other jailors for their
goodness. They all then fervently joined in prayer. To the
astonishment of all, no clerical character, of any persuasion,
was present. They repeatedly called out “Adonde esta el padre,” (Where
is the holy father).
Juan Hernandez called on all persons present to hear him — he
was innocent; what they had said about his confessing himself
guilty was untrue. He had admitted himself guilty, because he
hoped for pardon; but that now he was to die, he called God,
Jesus Christ, the Holy Ghost, the Virgin Mary, and the Saints,
to witness that he spoke the truth — that he was no pirate, no
murderer — he had been forced. The Lieutenant of the pirates was
a wretch, who did not fear God, and had compelled him to act.
Juan Gutterez and Francisco de Sayas were loud in their
protestations of innocence.
Manuel Lima said, for himself, he did not care; he felt for the
old man (Miguel Jose). How could he be a pirate who could not
help himself? If it were a Christian country, they would have
pardoned him for his gray hairs. He was innocent — they had both
been forced. Let none of his friends or relations ever venture
to sea — he hoped his death would be a warning to them, that the
innocent might suffer for the guilty. The language of this young
man marked him a superior to the generality of his companions
in misfortune. The seamen of the Whim stated that he was very
kind to them when prisoners on board the piratical vessel. Just
before he was turned off, he addressed the old man — “Adios viejo,
para siempre adios.” — (Farewell, old man, forever farewell.)
Several of the prisoners cried out for mercy, pardon, pardon.
Domingo Eucalla, the black man, then addressed them. “Do not
look for mercy here, but pray to God; we are all brought here
to die. This is not built for nothing; here we must end our
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lives. You know I am innocent, but I must die the same as you
all. There is not any body here who can do us any good, so let
us think only of God Almighty. We are not children but men, you
know that all must die; and in a few years those who kill us
must die too. When I was born, God set the way of my death; I
do not blame any body. I was taken by the pirates and they made
me help them; they would not let me be idle. I could not show
that this was the truth, and therefore they have judged me by
the people they have found me with. I am put to death unjustly,
but I blame nobody. It was my misfortune. Come, let us pray. If
we are innocent, so much the less we have to repent. I do not
come here to accuse any one. Death must come one day or other;
better to the innocent than guilty.” He then joined in prayer
with the others. He seemed to be much reverenced by his fellow
prisoners. He chose those prayers he thought most adapted to the
occasion. Hundreds were witnesses to the manly firmness of this
negro. Observing a bystander listening attentively to the
complaints of one of his fellow wretches, he translated what had
been said into English. With a steady pace, and a resolute and
resigned countenance, he ascended the fatal scaffold. Observing
the executioner unable to untie a knot on the collar of one of
the prisoners, he with his teeth untied it. He then prayed most
fervently till the drop fell.
Miguel Jose protested his innocence. — “No he robado, no he matado
ningune, muero innocente.” — (I have robbed no one, I have killed no
one, I die innocent. I am an old man, but my family will feel
my disgraceful death.)
Francisco Migul prayed devoutly, but inaudibly. — His soul
seemed to have quitted the body before he was executed.
Breti Gullimillit called on all to witness his innocence; it was
of no use for him to say an untruth, for he was going before the
face of God.
Augustus Hernandez repeatedly declared his innocence, requested
that no one would say he had made a confession; he had none to
make.
Juan Hernandez was rather obstinate when the execution pulled
the cap over his eyes. He said, rather passionately — “Quita is de
mis ojos.” — (Remove it from my eyes.) He then rubbed it up against
one of the posts of the gallows.
Miguel Jose made the same complaint, and drew the covering from
his eyes by rubbing his head against a fellow sufferer.
Pedro Nondre was loud in his ejaculations for mercy. He wept
bitterly. He was covered with marks of deep wounds.
The whole of the ten included in the death warrant, having been
placed on the scaffold, and the ropes suspended, the drop was
let down. Nondre being an immense heavy man, broke the rope, and
fell to the ground alive. Juan Hernandez struggled long. Lima
was much convulsed. The old man Gullimillit, and Migul, were
apparently dead before the drop fell. Eucalla (the black man)
gave one convulsion, and all was over.
When Nondre recovered from the fall and saw his nine lifeless
companions stretched in death, he gave an agonizing shriek; he
wrung his hands, screamed “Favor, favor, me matan sin causa. O! buenos
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Christianos, me amparen, ampara me, ampara me, no hay Christiano en asta, tiara?”
(Mercy, mercy, they kill me without cause. — Oh, good
Christians, protect me. Oh, protect me. Is there no Christian
in this land?)
He then lifted his eyes to Heaven, and prayed long and loud.
Upon being again suspended, he was for a long period convulsed.
He was an immense powerful man, and died hard.
A piratical station was taken in the Island of Cuba by the U.S.
schooners of war, Greyhound and Beagle. They left Thompson’s
Island June 7, 1823, under the command of Lieuts. Kearney and
Newton, and cruised within the Key’s on the south side of Cuba,
as far as Cape Cruz, touching at all the intermediate ports on
the island, to intercept pirates. On the 21st of July, they came
to anchor off Cape Cruz, and Lieut. Kearney went in his boat to
reconnoitre the shore, when he was fired on by a party of pirates
who were concealed among the bushes. A fire was also opened from
several pieces of cannon erected on a hill a short distance off.
The boat returned, and five or six others were manned from the
vessels, and pushed off for the shore, but a very heavy cannonade
being kept up by the pirates on the heights, as well as from the
boats, were compelled to retreat. The two schooners were then
warped in, when they discharged several broadsides, and covered
the landing of the boats. After a short time the pirates
retreated to a hill that was well fortified. A small hamlet, in
which the pirates resided, was set fire to and destroyed. Three
guns, one a four pounder, and two large swivels, with several
pistols, cutlasses, and eight large boats, were captured. A
cave, about 150 feet deep, was discovered, near where the houses
were, and after considerable difficulty, a party of seamen got
to the bottom, where was found an immense quantity of plunder,
consisting of broadcloths, dry goods, female dresses, saddlery,
&c. Many human bones were also in the cave, supposed to have
been unfortunate persons who were taken and put to death. A great
many of the articles were brought away, and the rest destroyed.
About forty pirates escaped to the heights, but many were
supposed to have been killed from the fire of the schooners, as
well as from the men who landed. The bushes were so thick that
it was impossible to go after them. Several other caves are in
the neighborhood, in which it was conjectured they occasionally
take shelter.
In 1823, Commodore Porter commanded the United States squadron
in these seas; much good was done in preventing new acts of
piracy; but these wretches kept aloof and did not venture to sea
as formerly, but some were taken.
Almost every day furnished accounts evincing the activity of
Commodore Porter, and the officers and men under his command;
but for a long time their industry and zeal was rather shown in
the suppression of piracy than the punishment of it. At length,
however, an opportunity offered for inflicting the latter, as
detailed in the following letter, dated Matanzas, July 10, 1823.
“I have the pleasure of informing you of a brilliant achievement
obtained against the pirates on the 5th inst. by two barges
attached to Commodore Porter’s squadron, the Gallinipper, Lieut.
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Watson, 18 men, and the Moscheto, Lieut. Inman, 10 men. The
barges were returning from a cruise to windward; when they were
near Jiguapa Bay, 13 leagues to windward of Matanzas, they
entered it — it being a rendezvous for pirates. They immediately
discovered a large schooner under way, which they supposed to
be a Patriot privateer; and as their stores were nearly
exhausted, they hoped to obtain some supplies from her. They
therefore made sail in pursuit. When they were within cannon
shot distance, she rounded to and fired her long gun, at the
same time run up the bloody flag, directing her course towards
the shore, and continuing to fire without effect. When she had
got within a short distance of the shore, she came to, with
springs on her cable, continuing to fire; and when the barges
were within 30 yards, they fired their muskets without touching
boat or man; our men gave three cheers, and prepared to board;
the pirates, discovering their intention, jumped into the water,
when the bargemen, calling on the name of ‘Allen,’ commenced a
destructive slaughter, killing them in the water and as they
landed. So exasperated were our men, that it was impossible for
their officers to restrain them, and many were killed after
orders were given to grant quarter. Twenty-seven dead were
counted, some sunk, five taken prisoners by the bargemen, and
eight taken by a party of Spaniards on shore. The officers
calculated that from 30 to 35 were killed. The schooner mounted
a long nine pounder on a pivot, and 4 four pounders, with every
other necessary armament, and a crew of 50 to 60 men, and ought
to have blown the barges to atoms. She was commanded by the
notorious Diableto or Little Devil. This statement I have from
Lieut. Watson himself, and it is certainly the most decisive
operation that has been effected against those murderers, either
by the English or American force.”
“This affair occurred on the same spot where the brave Allen
fell about one year since. The prize was sent to Thompson’s
Island.”
A British sloop of war, about the same time, captured a pirate
schooner off St. Domingo, with a crew of 60 men. She had 200,000
dollars in specie, and other valuable articles on board. The
brig Vestal sent another pirate schooner to New-Providence.

 December: The negrero Antelope was sold for $750 and the proceeds were split among the attorneys 
representing Spain and Portugal.

 December 30, Sunday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 12th M 30th 1821 / I am this day forty Years of Age -It 
has been to me a rather hard day - when I first awoke in the 
morning I endeavourd to center my mind & get it fixed on good 
but turn which way I would it seemed hard & the tempter near - 
Was favoured to labor in the Meeting which was silent yet unable 
to deel the predominance of that which I desired - In the 
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Afternoon Hannah Dennis was engaged in a lively & favourd 
testimony which suited my State & in the evening the clouds 
seemed da little to break away
Times & seasons are not at our command, indeed I find by 
experience They are not at mine, but may I labor more ardently 
-my life is fast spending, & my desire is to be prepared for the 
great Change —

Secretary of State John Quincy Adams proposed to George Canning of Great Britain that the fleets of the two 
powers might usefully co-operate off the coast of Africa in the suppression of the international slave trade. The 
government of Great Britain would promptly accept.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: Whatever England’s motives were, it is
certain that only a limited international Right of Visit on the
high seas could suppress or greatly limit the slave-trade. Her
diplomacy was therefore henceforth directed to this end. On the
other hand, the maritime supremacy of England, so successfully
asserted during the Napoleonic wars, would, in case a Right of
Search were granted, virtually make England the policeman of the
seas; and if nations like the United States had already, under
present conditions, had just cause to complain of violations by
England of their rights on the seas, might not any extension of
rights by international agreement be dangerous? It was such
considerations that for many years brought the powers to a dead-
lock in their efforts to suppress the slave-trade.
At first it looked as if England might attempt, by judicial
decisions in her own courts, to seize even foreign slavers.1636

After the war, however, her courts disavowed such action,1637 and
the right was sought for by treaty stipulation. Castlereagh took
early opportunity to approach the United States on the matter,
suggesting to Minister Rush, June 20, 1818, a mutual but
strictly limited Right of Search.1638 Rush was ordered to give
him assurances of the solicitude of the United States to
suppress the traffic, but to state that the concessions asked
for appeared of a character not adaptable to our institutions.
Negotiations were then transferred to Washington; and the new
British minister, Mr. Stratford Canning, approached Adams with
full instructions in December 1820.1639

Meantime, it had become clear to many in the United States that
the individual efforts of States could never suppress or even
limit the trade without systematic co-operation. In 1817 a
committee of the House had urged the opening of negotiations
looking toward such international co-operation,1640 and a Senate
motion to the same effect had caused long debate.1641 In 1820 and
1821 two House committee reports, one of which recommended the

1636. For cases, see 1 Acton, 240, the “Amedie,” and 1 Dodson, 81, the “Fortuna;” quoted in U.S. Reports, 10 Wheaton, 66.
1637. Cf. the case of the French ship “Le Louis”: 2 Dodson, 238; and also the case of the “San Juan Nepomuceno”: 1 Haggard, 
267.
1638. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1819-20, pages 375-9; also pages 220-2.
1639. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1820-21, pages 395-6.
1640. HOUSE DOCUMENT, 14th Congress 2d session, II. No. 77.
1641. 15th Congress 1st session, pages 71, 73-78, 94-109. The motion was opposed largely by Southern members, and passed by a 
vote of 17 to 16.
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granting of a Right of Search, were adopted by the House, but
failed in the Senate.1642 Adams, notwithstanding this, saw
constitutional objections to the plan proposed by Canning, and
wrote to him, December 30: “A Compact, giving the power to the
Naval Officers of one Nation to search the Merchant Vessels of
another for Offenders and offences against the Laws of the
latter, backed by a further power to seize and carry into a
Foreign Port, and there subject to the decision of a Tribunal
composed of at least one half Foreigners, irresponsible to the
Supreme Corrective tribunal of this Union, and not amendable to
the controul of impeachment for official misdemeanors, was an
investment of power, over the persons, property and reputation
of the Citizens of this Country, not only unwarranted by any
delegation of Sovereign Power to the National Government, but
so adverse to the elementary principles and indispensable
securities of individual rights, ... that not even the most
unqualified approbation of the ends ... could justify the
transgression.” He then suggested co-operation of the fleets on
the coast of Africa, a proposal which was promptly accepted.1643

The slave-trade was again a subject of international
consideration at the Congress of Verona in 1822. Austria,
France, Great Britain, Russia, and Prussia were represented. The
English delegates declared that, although only Portugal and
Brazil allowed the trade, yet the traffic was at that moment
carried on to a greater extent than ever before. They said that
in seven months of the year 1821 no less than 21,000 slaves were
abducted, and three hundred and fifty-two vessels entered
African ports north of the equator. “It is obvious,” said they,
“that this crime is committed in contravention of the Laws of
every Country of Europe, and of America, excepting only of one,
and that it requires something more than the ordinary operation
of Law to prevent it.” England therefore recommended: — 

1. That each country denounce the trade as piracy, with a view
of founding upon the aggregate of such separate declarations a
general law to be incorporated in the Law of Nations.

2. A withdrawing of the flags of the Powers from persons not
natives of these States, who engage in the traffic under the
flags of these States.

3. A refusal to admit to their domains the produce of the
colonies of States allowing the trade, a measure which would
apply to Portugal and Brazil alone.

These proposals were not accepted. Austria would agree to the
first two only; France refused to denounce the trade as piracy;
and Prussia was non-committal. The utmost that could be gained
was another denunciation of the trade couched in general
terms.1644

1642. One was reported, May 9, 1820, by Mercer’s committee, and passed May 12: HOUSE JOURNAL, 16th Congress 1st session, 
pages 497, 518, 520, 526; 16th Congress 1st session, pages 697-9. A similar resolution passed the House next session, and a 
committee reported in favor of the Right of Search: HOUSE JOURNAL, 16th Congress 2d session, pages 1064-71. Cf. HOUSE 
JOURNAL, 16th Congress 2d session, pages 476, 743, 865, 1469.
1643. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1820-21, pages 397-400.
1644. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1822-23, pages 94-110.
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 The Moresby Treaty restricted the Zanzibar slave trade to within limits which excluded Iran and India as 
destinations.

 The West African nation of Liberia1645 was being founded by blacks of the American Colonization Society 
for freed slaves, primarily from “our land” — the home of freedom and, especially, the home of feeling free 
to exploit the defenseless.

 A full half century after the James Somerset case of 1772, the British legal system was still struggling against 
the idea that the free soil of the English nation was able to convey this freedom to anyone who managed to 
place their foot upon it.

This particular test was, however, enacted in a colony rather than on the home island. What had happened was 
that an Antiguan slave named Grace Allen had been taken by her mistress to England, and had then been taken 
by her mistress back to Antigua. The local court decided, and then later it would be upheld upon appeal, that 
Grace Allen remained enslaved under law just as she remained enslaved in actuality.

1822

1645. “Liberty” — free at last.

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE

“EMANCIPATION IN THE BRITISH WEST INDIES”: “I was a slave,” said the
counsel of Somerset, speaking for his client, “for I was in
America: I am now in a country, where the common rights of man-
kind are known and regarded.”
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 Here is a plan of the hull and deck of the negrero Vigilanti of this year, showing how its slaves were kept 
below, with example neck, leg, and arm shackles (illustration at the Musee du Chateau des Ducs de Bretagne 
in Nantes, France1646):

 January 8, Tuesday: Still convinced that Portugal had not properly proved its claim, Richard Wylly 
Habersham, US District Attorney for Georgia, appealed the negrero Antelope case again, this time to the US 
Supreme Court.

Ramon Lopez Pelegrin replaced Francisco de Paula Escudero as Spain’s First Secretary of State.

In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

3rd day 8 of 1 M / John Measles seems to be out this morning 
1646. There are a number of images of this sort available at <http://hitchcock.itc.virginia.edu/Slavery>.

THE MIDDLE PASSAGE

RACE SLAVERY

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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pretty generally

DO I HAVE YOUR ATTENTION? GOOD.

 April 12, Friday: Documentation in regard to the suppression of the international slave trade, per W.E. 
Burghardt Du Bois. In the US House of Representatives, after a “Report of the Committee on the Suppression 
of the Slave Trade,” a decision was reached to urge the President to enter into such naval arrangements with 
other maritime powers as would utterly eradicate this trade.

“Resolved, That the President of the United States be requested
to enter into such arrangements as he may deem suitable and
proper, with one or more of the maritime powers of Europe, for
the effectual abolition of the slave trade.” HOUSE REPORTS, 17th
Congress, 1st session, II. No. 92, page 4; ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 17th
Congress, 1st session, page 1538. Also Report of February 9,
1821 containing discussion of the Right of Search, and papers
on European Conference for the Suppression of the Slave Trade.
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 June 11, Tuesday: American slaver captains like La Coste of South Carolina, caught red-handed and 
convicted, were usually at the last moment the beneficiaries of “executive clemency” by the President of the 
United States. For instance, according to PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 15, on this date Thomas Shields, 
convicted of having brought slaves into New Orleans, was pardoned by the ever-compassionate and 
understanding President James Monroe (Monroe had balls, opium balls; for instance in this year we have noted 
that he wrote the emperor of China to ask him to please return some balls of American opium that had been 
intercepted by wicked Chinese port authorities).

 June 18, Tuesday: The state of Mississippi at this point consolidated its laws in regard to slaves, free negroes, 
and mulattoes.

§ 2. Slaves born and resident in the United States, and not
criminals, may be imported.

§ 3. No slave born or resident outside the United States shall
be brought in, under penalty of $1,000 per slave. Travellers are
excepted. REVISED CODE OF THE LAWS OF MISSISSIPPI (Natchez, 1824),
page 369.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

3rd day / our Select Meeting this morning at 8 OClock held four 
hours & an half & was a season of much exercise, the State of 
society as respects that branch of society was pretty fully gone 
into & many pertinent & living testimonys were delivered, 
particularly from George Withey, Christo[pher] Healy & others. 
-also some appearance of a wrong spirit in an individual or two 
-but Truth the everlasting truth stood its ground, & will stand 
its ground tho’ [some?] men leave it - it is plainly to be 
discovered however effectively [?] its opposite may be dressed 
up, even tho’ it may be painted like Zion & built like Zion, yet 
that the true stamp may be discovered from all false coins
The Meeting at large met today at 4 OClock in the Afternoon & a 
short silence proceeded to buisness - the buisness transacted 
was attended with considerable debate & some trying 
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circumstances, one of which was that of a friends requesting to 
[be] dismissed from the School committee & meeting for [?] 
Sufferings who had stood long on both & been very servicable now 
apparantly from a disafection to Society withdrew [-] service - 
- This circumstance was affecting - “as when a standard bearer 
fainteth” —

 July 15, Monday: Mikhail Ivanovich Glinka graduated from St. Petersburg University Boarding School. At 
the ceremony he played the Piano Concerto in a minor by Johann Nepomuk Hummel.

A DISCOURSE DELIVERED BEFORE THE AFRICAN SOCIETY IN BOSTON, 15TH OF JULY, 1822, ON THE 
ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION OF THE ABOLITION OF THE SLAVE TRADE. BY REV. THADDEUS MASON HARRIS, 
D.D. (Boston: Printed by Phelps and Farnham).1647

 August 24, Saturday: American slaver captains like La Coste of South Carolina, caught red-handed and 
convicted, were usually at the last moment the beneficiaries of “executive clemency” by the President of the 
United States. For instance, on this date J.F. Smith, sentenced to five years’ imprisonment and $3,000 fine, 
who had served 25 months of his sentence, was pardoned by President James Monroe (PARDONS AND 
REMISSIONS, IV. 22).

 October 20, Sunday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 20th 10 M / Our Meetings were seasons of favour - we had 
profitable testimonys in the forenoon from Father Rodman
In the Afternoon J Dennis & Father said a little & I thought[—
]itly & that the meeting was a good one. —
Just before the close of the forenoon Meeting I was led out by 
T Hornsby to produce the Keys of the [—]s Synagogue to deposit 
therein the remains of Abraham [—], who died in Boston & just 
arrived. — After the [con?]lusion of the Afternoon Meeting he 
was interd in the [—]ws burying ground attended by a large 
concourse of citizens
This Afternoon was the funeral of a child of John Millenalty of 
Middletown, which I should have been glad to have attended, but 
for the Afternoon Meeting which I feel myself much bound too as 
it is generally much smaller than [-] the Morning & the funeral 
of Tours which I also felt [-] wish to attend.

1647. Don’t get confused here: the 15th of July is not the day of that celebration.
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Austria, France, Great Britain, Russia, and Prussia convened the Congress of Verona to continue the absolutist 
ideals of the Congress of Laibach of the previous year (this would go on into November). Present were the 
Emperor of Austria, the Tsar of Russia, the King of Prussia, and all the leaders of Italy with the exception of 
the Pope. The English delegates would point out that in seven months of the year 1821 no fewer than 21,000 
Africans had been abducted as new slaves, and 352 vessels up to no good had appeared at African ports north 
of the equator. Despite the fact that only Portugal and Brazil were formally allowing the international slave 
trade to proceed unchecked, that traffic in human lives had been becoming more and more ubiquitous. They 
would point out that this had been defined as a crime by every nation of Europe and America save one, and 
that the ordinary operation of law was obviously unable to prevent it. The English delegates to the Congress 
of Verona would suggest that if each of the assembled nations were to separately denounce the trade as piracy, 
the result would be to create a collective rule of law that could then be incorporated into a “Law of Nations.” 
They would also suggest that each nation prohibit foreign negrero vessels from sailing under its flag. They 
would also suggest that for so long as Portugal and Brazil were allowing the trade, none of their produce should 
be acceptable into international commerce. None of such proposals would be found acceptable. The congress 
would be able to agree only on vague generalities.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: Whatever England’s motives were, it is
certain that only a limited international Right of Visit on the
high seas could suppress or greatly limit the slave-trade. Her
diplomacy was therefore henceforth directed to this end. On the
other hand, the maritime supremacy of England, so successfully
asserted during the Napoleonic wars, would, in case a Right of
Search were granted, virtually make England the policeman of the
seas; and if nations like the United States had already, under
present conditions, had just cause to complain of violations by
England of their rights on the seas, might not any extension of
rights by international agreement be dangerous? It was such
considerations that for many years brought the powers to a dead-
lock in their efforts to suppress the slave-trade.
At first it looked as if England might attempt, by judicial
decisions in her own courts, to seize even foreign slavers.1648

After the war, however, her courts disavowed such action,1649 and
the right was sought for by treaty stipulation. Castlereagh took
early opportunity to approach the United States on the matter,
suggesting to Minister Rush, June 20, 1818, a mutual but
strictly limited Right of Search.1650 Rush was ordered to give
him assurances of the solicitude of the United States to
suppress the traffic, but to state that the concessions asked
for appeared of a character not adaptable to our institutions.
Negotiations were then transferred to Washington; and the new
British minister, Mr. Stratford Canning, approached Adams with
full instructions in December 1820.1651

Meantime, it had become clear to many in the United States that
the individual efforts of States could never suppress or even
limit the trade without systematic co-operation. In 1817 a
committee of the House had urged the opening of negotiations
looking toward such international co-operation,1652 and a Senate

1648. For cases, see 1 Acton, 240, the “Amedie,” and 1 Dodson, 81, the “Fortuna;” quoted in U.S. Reports, 10 Wheaton, 66.
1649. Cf. the case of the French ship “Le Louis”: 2 Dodson, 238; and also the case of the “San Juan Nepomuceno”: 1 Haggard, 
267.
1650. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1819-20, pages 375-9; also pages 220-2.
1651. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1820-21, pages 395-6.
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motion to the same effect had caused long debate.1653 In 1820 and
1821 two House committee reports, one of which recommended the
granting of a Right of Search, were adopted by the House, but
failed in the Senate.1654 Adams, notwithstanding this, saw
constitutional objections to the plan proposed by Canning, and
wrote to him, December 30: “A Compact, giving the power to the
Naval Officers of one Nation to search the Merchant Vessels of
another for Offenders and offences against the Laws of the
latter, backed by a further power to seize and carry into a
Foreign Port, and there subject to the decision of a Tribunal
composed of at least one half Foreigners, irresponsible to the
Supreme Corrective tribunal of this Union, and not amendable to
the controul of impeachment for official misdemeanors, was an
investment of power, over the persons, property and reputation
of the Citizens of this Country, not only unwarranted by any
delegation of Sovereign Power to the National Government, but
so adverse to the elementary principles and indispensable
securities of individual rights, ... that not even the most
unqualified approbation of the ends ... could justify the
transgression.” He then suggested co-operation of the fleets on
the coast of Africa, a proposal which was promptly accepted.1655

The slave-trade was again a subject of international
consideration at the Congress of Verona in 1822. Austria,
France, Great Britain, Russia, and Prussia were represented. The
English delegates declared that, although only Portugal and
Brazil allowed the trade, yet the traffic was at that moment
carried on to a greater extent than ever before. They said that
in seven months of the year 1821 no less than 21,000 slaves were
abducted, and three hundred and fifty-two vessels entered
African ports north of the equator. “It is obvious,” said they,
“that this crime is committed in contravention of the Laws of
every Country of Europe, and of America, excepting only of one,
and that it requires something more than the ordinary operation
of Law to prevent it.” England therefore recommended: — 

1. That each country denounce the trade as piracy, with a view
of founding upon the aggregate of such separate declarations a
general law to be incorporated in the Law of Nations.

2. A withdrawing of the flags of the Powers from persons not
natives of these States, who engage in the traffic under the
flags of these States.

3. A refusal to admit to their domains the produce of the
colonies of States allowing the trade, a measure which would
apply to Portugal and Brazil alone.

These proposals were not accepted. Austria would agree to the

1652. HOUSE DOCUMENT, 14th Congress 2d session, II. No. 77.
1653. 15th Congress 1st session, pages 71, 73-78, 94-109. The motion was opposed largely by Southern members, and passed by a 
vote of 17 to 16.
1654. One was reported, May 9, 1820, by Mercer’s committee, and passed May 12: HOUSE JOURNAL, 16th Congress 1st session, 
pages 497, 518, 520, 526; 16th Congress 1st session, pages 697-9. A similar resolution passed the House next session, and a 
committee reported in favor of the Right of Search: HOUSE JOURNAL, 16th Congress 2d session, pages 1064-71. Cf. HOUSE 
JOURNAL, 16th Congress 2d session, pages 476, 743, 865, 1469.
1655. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1820-21, pages 397-400.
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first two only; France refused to denounce the trade as piracy;
and Prussia was non-committal. The utmost that could be gained
was another denunciation of the trade couched in general
terms.1656

 November: A negrero flying the Spanish flag (as shown below), the Aimable Socorro, master Jozé Inza, on 
one of its three known Middle Passage voyages, delivered its cargo of unfortunates out of an unknown area of 
Africa at the brave new world port of Havana.

 December 3, Tuesday: Samuel Somes, Jr. of Gloucester, 16 years of age, died while at sea.

Il vero omaggio, a cantata by Gioachino Rossini to words of Rossi, was performed for the initial time, in the 
Teatro Filarmonico, Verona, commissioned by Prince Metternich for the Congress of Verona (the performance 
took place before the assembled heads of state).

President James Monroe addressed the federal Congress.

“A cruise has also been maintained on the coast of Africa, when
the season would permit, for the suppression of the slave-trade;
and orders have been given to the commanders of all our public
ships to seize our own vessels, should they find any engaged in

1656. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1822-23, pages 94-110.

THE MIDDLE PASSAGE
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that trade, and to bring them in for adjudication.” HOUSE JOURNAL,
17th Congress, 2d session, pages 12, 21.
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 Although Lord Sidmouth had rejected Friend Elizabeth Fry’s criticism of the British prison system, his 
successor as Home Secretary, Sir Robert Peel, had introduced a series of reforms. In this year he sponsored a 
Gaols Act. Instead of a gaols being funded by exacting fees upon its prisoners, England began to pay a salary 
to its gaolers. Female prisoners were to be directly supervised by female rather than male gaolers. 
Arrangements were made for regular visits from prison chaplains. (These reforms did not, however, 
apply to debtors’ prisons or local town and county gaols.)

England paid a £300,000 compensation to Portugal and extended Portugal’s deadline for ending the 
international slave trade until February 1830. Thomas Fowell Buxton, Friend Thomas Clarkson, and William 
Wilberforce founded The Society for the Mitigation and Gradual Abolition of Slavery Throughout the British 
Dominions, and began publishing its influential Monthly Reporter. Parliament debated emancipation.1657 

1823

1657. In this year St. Stephen’s Chapel –a sham Gothic pile where the Houses of Parliament were meeting– burned. Only a small 
portion of this structure now survives. The immense antique-looking structure with which we are now so familiar, that houses the 
present-day Parliament, and features Big Ben, would not be steel-framed until 1860. Buxton, who would retire from the House of 
Commons in 1825, would not play an important further part in persuading the Parliament to force an end to human enslavement.
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A slave uprising in Demerara polarized the factions. 

Friend Thomas Clarkson’s THOUGHTS ON THE NECESSITY OF IMPROVING THE CONDITION OF THE SLAVES IN 
THE BRITISH COLONIES, WITH A VIEW TO THEIR ULTIMATE EMANCIPATION; AND ON THE PRACTICABILITY, 
THE SAFETY, AND THE ADVANTAGES OF THE LATTER MEASURE was printed in London by R. Taylor.

NOBODY COULD GUESS WHAT WOULD HAPPEN NEXT

 January 1, Wednesday: Ludwig van Beethoven applied for the position of Imperial Court Composer.

In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

4th day 1st of 1st M 1823 / Began this Year with a sense of good 
covering my mind in a precious degree But Oh the Adversary how 
ready to devour all that is good & a season of conflict ensued, 
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but at last felt a rising above the evil, so that the day closed 
more comfortably than I expected ——1658

In Maryland, upon the death of the owner of John Thompson, Mrs. Wagar, her slaves had been divided among 
her children and grandchildren. At the turn of the year, with John having reached approximately 14 years of 
age, the slaves were taken to their new lives, the lot of John’s family being to fall under the ownership of one 
George Thomas, a white man of local unsavory reputation:

New Year’s, that sorrowful day for us, at length arrived. Each
one weeping while they went round, taking leave of parents or
children, for some children and parents were separated, as were
also husbands and wives. Our meetings were now broken up, and
our separation accomplished.... John Wagar claimed me by
promise, as he said my grandmother gave me to him; and,
consequently, bade me keep out of sight, when they came for my
father’s family. This I did by hiding myself until the rest were
all gone. I did this willingly, as I did not want to go to Mr.
Thomas. Indeed, I had rather forego the pleasure of being with
my parents than live with him. So I remained behind.
I had lived securely upon the old plantation about three months,
when one day I was sent on an errand, two or three miles from
home. There I met Mr. Thomas, who said to me, “where are you
going?” I answered his question, when he said, “You belong to
me; come, go home with me.” I told him I wished to return with
my errand, but he said “No; go right home to my house, where
your father and mother are. Don’t you want to see your mother?”
I replied that I did, for I was afraid to answer any other way.
This Mr. George Thomas had married my old Mistress’s daughter,
and we fell to him in right of his wife. I went home with him
with a heavy heart.
When John Wagar heard of this event, he said I belonged to him
and should come back; but he could not accomplish his purpose
in this, for being left to Mrs. Thomas, he could not hold me.
He then tried to buy me, but my new master would not sell me,
to him.
Soon after my arrival in the family, Mr. Thomas let me to one
of his sons, named Henry, who was a doctor, to attend his horse.
This son was unmarried, lived a bachelor, and kept a cook and
waiter. The cook belonged neither to him nor his father, but was
hired. She was a good looking mulatto, and was married to a right
smart, intelligent man, who belonged to the doctor’s uncle. One
night, coming home in haste, and wishing to see his wife, he
sent me up stairs, to request her to come down. Upon going up,
I found she was in a room with the doctor, the door of which was
fast. This I thoughtlessly told her husband, who, upon her
coming down a moment after, upbraided her for it. She denied it,
and afterwards told the doctor, but not till I had gone to my
mother, sick, up to the old man’s plantation.
The doctor was a very intemperate man. As soon as his cook told
him her story, he came to his father with the complaint, that I

1658. Stephen Wanton Gould Diary, 1815-1823: The Gould family papers are stored under control number 2033 at the Division of 
Rare and Manuscript Collections of Cornell University Library, Box 7 Folder 12 for August 24, 1815-September 25, 1823; Box 8 
Folder 13: October 2, 1823-March 6, 1829; also on microfilm, see Series 7

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY

HDT WHAT? INDEX
had left him without his consent; upon which his father told him
to flog me. He ordered me out to the barn, when I was scarcely
able to hold up my head, and had to be led by my brother.
Without saying what he wanted of me, he stripped off my clothes
and then whipped me, beating me over the head until I became
senseless, and life was nearly extinct. I was carried to my
mother’s quarters, where I lay five weeks, unable to move
without assistance. When I finally recovered, I did not return
to him, as he did not wish it, but remained with my mother four
years.
My father was a very pious man, never complaining, but bearing
every thing patiently, and praying for grace and fortitude to
help him to overcome his trials, which he believed would one day
be ended. He was a good servant and an affectionate parent. But
new trials and sorrows soon broke upon this quiet family.
My sister, whose name I must not mention, as she is now in the
North, and like myself, not out of danger, was old Mistress’s
house maid. She possessed both grace and beauty, and to-day,
thank God, is a living monument in his temple. She was given to
Mrs. Thomas as her maid, and was much prized, because a gift
from her mother; but especially because she knew her to be a
virtuous girl.
She had found it impossible to long keep a maid of this stamp,
for none could escape the licentious passions of her husband,
who was the father of about one-fourth of the slaves on his
plantation, by his slave women. Mrs. Thomas strove every way to
shield my sister from this monster, but he was determined to
accomplish his brutal designs.
One day during his wife’s absence on a visit to her friends,
being, as he thought, a good opportunity, he tried to force my
sister to submit to his wishes. This she defeated by a resistance
so obstinate, that he, becoming enraged, ordered two of his men
to take her to the barn, where he generally whipped his slaves;
there to strip off her clothes and whip her, which was done,
until the blood stood in puddles under her feet.
Upon his wife’s return, Mr. Thomas told her that my sister had
been whipped for neglect of duty. Of this Mrs. Thomas did not
complain, as she had no objection to necessary floggings. But
similar scenes occuring quite often, our Mistress began to
suspect that sister was not in fault, especially as in her
presence she never neglected her business, and these complaints
only came during her absence. Besides, she knew well her
husband’s former practices, and at last began to suspect that
these and my sister’s pretended faults, were in some way
connected. Accordingly, she began to question her maid
concerning her offences, who, fearing to tell her plainly,
knowing it would be certain death to her, answered in low and
trembling terms, “I must not tell you, but you may know what it
is all for. If I have done anything, Madam, contrary to your
wishes, and do not suit you, please sell me, but do not kill me
without cause. Old Mistress, your mother, who is dead, and I
trust in heaven, took great pains to bring me up a virtuous girl,
and I will die before I will depart from her dying counsel,
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given, as you well know, while we were standing by her dying
bed.”
These words so affected Mrs. Thomas, that she fainted and was
carried to her bed, to which she was confined by sickness five
or six weeks. Her husband’s conduct still persisted in, finally
caused her death, which occurred four years after.
Mistress told sister that she had best get married, and that if
she would, she would give her a wedding. Soon after, a very
respectable young man, belonging to Mr. Bowman, a wealthy
planter, and reputed to be a good master, began to court my
sister. This very much pleased Mistress, who wished to hasten
the marriage. She determined that her maid should be married,
not as slaves usually are, but that with the usual matrimonial
ceremonies should be tied the knot to be broken only by death.
The Sabbath was appointed for the marriage, which was to take
place at the Episcopal Church. I must here state that no slave
can be married lawfully, without a line from his or her owner.
Mistress and all the family, except the old man, went to church
to witness the marriage ceremony, which was to be performed by
their minister, parson Reynolds. The master of Josiah, my
sister’s destined husband, was also at the wedding, for he
thought a great deal of his man.
Mistress returned delighted from the wedding, for she thought
she had accomplished a great piece of work. But the whole affair
only enraged her unfeeling husband, who, to be revenged upon the
maid, proposed to sell her. To this his wife refused consent.
Although Mrs. T. had never told him her suspicions, or what nay
sister had said, yet he suspected the truth, and determined to
be revenged. Accordingly, during another absence of Mistress,
he again cruelly whipped my sister. A continued repetition of
these things finally killed our Mistress, who the doctor said,
died of a broken heart.
After the death of this friend, sister ran away, leaving behind
her husband and one child, and finally found her way to the
North. None of our family ever heard from her afterwards, until
I accidentally met her in the streets in Philadelphia. My
readers can imagine what a meeting ours must have been. She is
again married and in prosperity.

The sovereign state of Alabama took action to dispose of various slaves who had been, in accordance with 
federal law, confiscated from their owners due to their having been imported illegally. Since this federal law 
against the international slave trade was of course not for the benefit of black people, but for the benefit of 
white people, these victims were of course to be forced to work for free by the state until they could be 
auctioned by the state to the highest bidder, with the net proceeds from such auctions to be sent of course 
directly into state coffers.

“An Act to carry into effect the laws of the United States
prohibiting the slave trade.”

§ 1. “Be it enacted, ... That the Governor of this state be ...
authorized and required to appoint some suitable person, as the
agent of the state, to receive all and every slave or slaves or
persons of colour, who may have been brought into this state in
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violation of the laws of the United States, prohibiting the
slave trade: Provided, that the authority of the said agent is not
to extend to slaves who have been condemned and sold.”

§ 2. The agent must give bonds.

§ 3. “And be it further enacted, That the said slaves, when so placed in
the possession of the state, as aforesaid, shall be employed on
such public work or works, as shall be deemed by the Governor
of most value and utility to the public interest.”

§ 4. A part may be hired out to support those employed in public
work.

§ 5. “And be it further enacted, That in all cases in which a decree of
any court having competent authority, shall be in favor of any
or claimant or claimants, the said slaves shall be truly and
faithfully, by said agent, delivered to such claimant or
claimants: but in case of their condemnation, they shall be sold
by such agent for cash to the highest bidder, by giving sixty
days notice,” etc. ACTS OF THE ASSEMBLY OF ALABAMA, 1822 (Cahawba,
1823), page 62.

 February 10, Monday: At the urging of Representative Mercer, the federal House of Representatives began to 
consider a resolution in regard to the international slave-trade.

“Resolved, That the President of the United States be requested
to enter upon, and to prosecute, from time to time, such
negotiations with the several maritime powers of Europe and
America, as he may deem expedient, for the effectual abolition
of the African slave trade, and its ultimate denunciation as
piracy, under the law of nations, by the consent of the civilized
world.” HOUSE JOURNAL, 17th Congress, 2d session, pages 212, 280-
82.

 February 28, Friday: In a duel between General Pepe and General Carascosa, fought with swords, General 
Carascosa was wounded.

Franz Schubert wrote to the court secretary Ignaz Franz von Mosel, mentioning that his health “still does not 
permit me to leave the house.” This was the 1st mention of what could have been the illness that would 
eventually take his life.

Representative Mercer’s resolution in regard to the suppression of the international slave-trade received on this 
day both the support of the federal House of Representatives and the support of the federal Senate.

“Resolved, That the President of the United States be requested
to enter upon, and to prosecute, from time to time, such
negotiations with the several maritime powers of Europe and
America, as he may deem expedient, for the effectual abolition
of the African slave trade, and its ultimate denunciation as
piracy, under the law of nations, by the consent of the civilized
world.” ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 17th Congress, 2d session, pages 928,

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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1147-55.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: England did not, however, lose hope of
gaining some concession from the United States. Another House
committee had, in 1822, reported that the only method of
suppressing the trade was by granting a Right of Search.1659 The
House agreed, February 28, 1823, to request the President to
enter into negotiations with the maritime powers of Europe to
denounce the slave-trade as piracy; an amendment “that we agree
to a qualified right of search” was, however, lost.1660 Meantime,
the English minister was continually pressing the matter upon
Adams, who proposed in turn to denounce the trade as piracy.
Canning agreed to this, but only on condition that it be piracy
under the Law of Nations and not merely by statute law. Such an
agreement, he said, would involve a Right of Search for its
enforcement; he proposed strictly to limit and define this
right, to allow captured ships to be tried in their own courts,
and not to commit the United States in any way to the question
of the belligerent Right of Search. Adams finally sent a draft
of a proposed treaty to England, and agreed to recognize the
slave-traffic “as piracy under the law of nations, namely: that,
although seizable by the officers and authorities of every
nation, they should be triable only by the tribunals of the
country of the slave trading vessel.”1661

Rush presented this project to the government in January 1824.
England agreed to all the points insisted on by the United
States; viz., that she herself should denounce the trade as
piracy; that slavers should be tried in their own country; that
the captor should be laid under the most effective
responsibility for his conduct; and that vessels under convoy
of a ship of war of their own country should be exempt from
search. In addition, England demanded that citizens of either
country captured under the flag of a third power should be sent
home for trial, and that citizens of either country chartering
vessels of a third country should come under these
stipulations.1662

This convention was laid before the Senate April 30, 1824, but
was not acted upon until May 21, when it was so amended as to
make it terminable at six months’ notice. The same day,
President Monroe, “apprehending, from the delay in the decision,
that some difficulty exists,” sent a special message to the
Senate, giving at length the reasons for signing the treaty, and
saying that “should this Convention be adopted, there is every
reason to believe, that it will be the commencement of a system
destined to accomplish the entire Abolition of the Slave Trade.”
It was, however, a time of great political pot-boiling, and
consequently an unfortunate occasion to ask senators to settle
any great question. A systematic attack, led by Johnson of

1659. HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress 1st session, II. No. 92.
1660. HOUSE JOURNAL, 17th Congress 2d session, pages 212, 280; ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 17th Congress 2d session, pages 922, 
1147-1155.
1661. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1823-4, pages 409-21; 1824-5, pages 828-47; AMERICAN STATE PAPERS, FOREIGN, V. 
No. 371, pages 333-7.
1662. AMERICAN STATE PAPERS, FOREIGN, V. No. 371, pages 333-7.
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Louisiana, was made on all the vital provisions of the treaty:
the waters of America were excepted from its application, and
those of the West Indies barely escaped exception; the provision
which, perhaps, aimed the deadliest blow at American slave-trade
interests was likewise struck out; namely, the application of
the Right of Search to citizens chartering the vessels of a third
nation.1663

The convention thus mutilated was not signed by England, who
demanded as the least concession the application of the Right
of Search to American waters. Meantime the United States had
invited nearly all nations to denounce the trade as piracy; and
the President, the Secretary of the Navy, and a House committee
had urgently favored the granting of the Right of Search. The
bad faith of Congress, however, in the matter of the Colombian
treaty broke off for a time further negotiations with
England.1664

 March 3, Monday: 25 English gentlemen created the London Greek Committee to raise money and volunteers 
for the Greek rebellion against Turkey.

The US federal government made an appropriate of $50,000 for the suppression of the international slave 
trade.

“An Act making appropriations for the support of the navy,” etc.
“To enable the President of the United States to carry into
effect the act” of 1819, $50,000. STATUTES AT LARGE, III. 763, 764.

 April 28, Monday: In accordance with the Congressional resolution of February 28th, the President 
of the United States wrote to the government of Spain proposing an alliance to destroy the international slave 
trade (HOUSE DOCUMENT, 18th Congress, 1st session, VI. No. 119).

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

2nd day 28th of 4th M / Avis Keene with her Sister Percival 
called this morning to see us, & paid a short but sweet visit -
she dines at B Freeborns, & intends tonight for Providence - 
& expects to be at our Q Meeting at Greenwich where we may see 
her again. —

1663. AMERICAN STATE PAPERS, FOREIGN, V., No. 374, page 344 ff., No. 379, pages 360-2.
1664. HOUSE REPORTS, 18th Congress 2d session, I. No. 70; AMERICAN STATE PAPERS, FOREIGN, V. No. 379, pages 364-5, No. 
414, page 783, etc. Among the nations invited by the United States to co-operate in suppressing the trade was the United States of 
Colombia. Mr. Anderson, our minister, expressed “the certain belief that the Republic of Colombia will not permit herself to be 
behind any Government in the civilized world in the adoption of energetic measures for the suppression of this disgraceful traffic”: 
AMERICAN STATE PAPERS, FOREIGN, V, No. 407, page 729. The little republic replied courteously; and, as a projet for a treaty, Mr. 
Anderson offered the proposed English treaty of 1824, including the Senate amendments. Nevertheless, the treaty thus agreed to 
was summarily rejected by the Senate, March 9, 1825: AMERICAN STATE PAPERS, FOREIGN, V, No. 407, page 735. Another result 
of this general invitation of the United States was a proposal by Colombia that the slave-trade and the status of Hayti be among the 
subjects for discussion at the Panama Congress. As a result of this, a Senate committee recommended that the United States take no 
part in the Congress. This report was finally disagreed to by a vote of 19 to 24: AMERICAN STATE PAPERS, FOREIGN, V, No. 423, 
pages 837, 860, 876, 882.

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
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 May 17, Saturday: In accordance with the Congressional resolution of February 28th, the President 
of the United States wrote to Buenos Ayres proposing an alliance to destroy the international slave trade 
(HOUSE DOCUMENT, 18th Congress, 1st session, VI. No. 119).

 May 27, Tuesday: In accordance with the Congressional resolution of February 28th, the President of 
the United States wrote to the government of the United States of Colombia proposing an alliance to destroy 
the international slave trade (HOUSE DOCUMENT, 18th Congress, 1st session, VI. No. 119).

Portuguese military units favoring absolutism, led by Don Miguel, revolted at Vila Franca de Xira north of 
Lisbon. Jose Antonio Faria de Carvalho replaced Filipe Ferreira de Araujo e Castro as Portugal’s Secretary of 
State (prime minister).

Victor Damian Saez y Sanchez-Mayor became 1st Secretary of State of the counter-government of Spain.

Two songs by Franz Schubert to words of von Collin were published by Sauer and Leidesdorf, Vienna as his 
op.22: Der Zwerg and Wehmut.
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 June: The Baltimore-Conewago Canal commissioners left Baltimore to meet with De Witt Clinton in New 
York City. They hired James Geddes as their canal director. From New York they continued to Albany and 
took the Erie Canal to Cayuga Lake. They took a steamboat to Ithaca and traveled overland to the Susquehanna 
River (their efforts would be for nothing — the canal would never be dug).

A negrero flying the Spanish flag (as shown below), the Aimable Socorro, master Jozé Inza, on one of its three 
known Middle Passage voyages out of an unknown area of Africa, arrived at the port of Havana.

 June 24, Tuesday: Great Britain proposed to enter into a treaty with the United States of America to cooperate 
to do away with the international slave trade.

Adams, on March 31st, had proposed that the trade be considered
as a variety of piracy. Canning, on April 8th, had reminded Adams
of the treaty of Ghent and asked for the granting of a mutual
Right of Search to suppress the slave-trade. The matter had been
further discussed. Minister Rush was empowered to propose a
treaty involving the Right of Search, etc. This treaty was
substantially the one signed (see March 13th, 1824), differing
principally in the first article:

“Article I. The two high contracting Powers, having each
separately, by its own laws, subjected their subjects and
citizens, who may be convicted of carrying on the illicit
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traffic in slaves on the coast of Africa, to the penalties of
piracy, do hereby agree to use their influence, respectively,
with the other maritime and civilized nations of the world, to
the end that the said African slave trade may be recognized, and
declared to be, piracy, under the law of nations.” HOUSE DOCUMENT,
18th Congress, 1st session, VI. No. 119.

 July 23, Wednesday: American slaver captains caught red-handed and convicted, such as Mr. La Coste of 
South Carolina, in this era routinely at the last moment became the beneficiaries of the President of the United 
States’s “executive clemency” (we’re all white men after all). For instance the events of this day: certain white 
men, liable to penalties for introducing black slaves into Alabama, were pardoned by President James Monroe 
(PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 63). Your president understands, he truly does.

The biographer Thomas P. Slaughter comments that on this night there was a total eclipse of the moon, so that, 
had the subject of his biography, William Bartram, lived for but one more day, he might have had a chance to 
again witness this phenomenon which during his life he had seized two opportunities to witness — but instead 
on this day a corpse was being deposited in an unmarked grave. The biographer chose to be maudlin. (We may 
note that eclipses of the sun are approximately as common as eclipses of the moon, although unlike lunar 
eclipses they are visible only along a small path across the surface of the earth, and that although there had 
been a solar eclipse on July 8, 1823 and would be another one on June 26, 1824, clearly that not what the 
maudlin biographer was intending to suggest.)

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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 August: A negrero flying the Spanish flag (as shown below), the Desgamisada, master Juan Sandeli, on its 
one and only known Middle Passage, arrived at its destination, the port of Havana, Cuba.

 August 14, Thursday: By this point Franz Schubert had relocated to Steyr with Johann Michael Vogl. He 
began to despair that he would ever be well again.

Mary Godwin Wollstonecraft Shelley, in Paris, was informed by a visitor from England that her literary 
creation FRANKENSTEIN had moved into a new medium, the theater: “…they brought out FRANKENSTEIN at 
the Lyceum and vivified the monster in such a manner as caused the ladies to faint away and a hubbub to ensue 
— however, they diminished the horrors in the sequel and it is having a run.”

In accordance with the Congressional resolution of February 28th, the President of the United States 
wrote to the government of Portugal proposing an alliance to destroy the international slave trade (HOUSE 
DOCUMENT, 18th Congress, 1st session, VI. No. 119).

 August 15: American slaver captains like La Coste of South Carolina, caught red-handed and convicted, were 
usually at the last moment the beneficiaries of “executive clemency” by the President of the United States. For 
instance, on this date the owners of the schooner Mary, convicted of importing slaves, were pardoned by 
President James Monroe (PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 66).
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 December 1, Monday: The 18th Congress convened. There were 44 Democratic-Republicans and 4 
Federalists in the Senate, and 187 Democratic-Republicans and 26 Federalists in the House of Representatives.

Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: “Report of the Secretary of the 
Navy.” –HOUSE DOCUMENT, 18 Cong. 1 sess. I. No. 2, p. 111, ff.; AMERICAN STATE PAPERS, NAVAL AFFAIRS, 
I. No. 258. (Contains reports on the establishment at Cape Mesurado.)1665

1665. THE REPORTS OF THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY are found among the documents accompanying the annual messages of the 
President.
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 International slave trading was declared by the British to be tantamount to piracy.

Until 1837, Englishmen who participated would face the penalty of death.

 The General Padilla, a schooner, appeared at Bristol, Rhode Island, under the command of Captain Peter 
Bradford, a nephew of Mrs. James De Wolf. The local authorities learned, from incautious remarks by its 
Boston cabin boy and its black boatswain’s mate, that it had been engaged in piracy. Their schooner was able 
to escape from the harbor before being captured, but later the bodies of the boy and the negro washed ashore 
there, and it became clear that the boy and the negro had been executed by the crew by gunfire for having given 
them away by these incautious remarks.

1824

THE MIDDLE PASSAGE
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 John Quincy Adams had been one of the American commissioners who had negotiated the December 24, 1814 
Treaty of Ghent ending the War of 1812, who had committed the United States and Britain “to use their best 

endeavors” to end the international slave trade. As secretary of state and as president, however, Adams had 
had something of greater moment on his mind. He consistently opposed any British search of American 
vessels, including negreros flying under the American flag, as a violation of the vital principle of freedom of 
the seas. When asked in 1824 by the British minister to Washington if he could think of a greater evil than the 
slave trade, he replied that there was indeed a greater evil of which he could think, for to grant that right of 
search on the high seas would be to “make slaves of ourselves” — and that would be an even greater evil than 
continuation of the trade in black slaves.1666

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: In 1839 Pope Gregory XVI. stigmatized
the slave-trade “as utterly unworthy of the Christian name;” and
at the same time, although proscribed by the laws of every

LA AMISTAD
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civilized State, the trade was flourishing with pristine vigor.
Great advantage was given the traffic by the fact that the United
States, for two decades after the abortive attempt of 1824,
refused to co-operate with the rest of the civilized world, and
allowed her flag to shelter and protect the slave-trade. If a
fully equipped slaver sailed from New York, Havana, Rio Janeiro,
or Liverpool, she had only to hoist the stars and stripes in
order to proceed unmolested on her piratical voyage; for there
was seldom a United States cruiser to be met with, and there
were, on the other hand, diplomats at Washington so jealous of
the honor of the flag that they would prostitute it to crime
rather than allow an English or a French cruiser in any way to
interfere. Without doubt, the contention of the United States
as to England’s pretensions to a Right of Visit was technically
correct. Nevertheless, it was clear that if the slave-trade was
to be suppressed, each nation must either zealously keep her
flag from fraudulent use, or, as a labor-saving device, depute
to others this duty for limited places and under special
circumstances. A failure of any one nation to do one of these
two things meant that the efforts of all other nations were to
be fruitless. The United States had invited the world to join
her in denouncing the slave-trade as piracy; yet, when such a
pirate was waylaid by an English vessel, the United States
complained or demanded reparation. The only answer which this
country for years returned to the long-continued exposures of
American slave-traders and of the fraudulent use of the American
flag, was a recital of cases where Great Britain had gone beyond
her legal powers in her attempt to suppress the slave-trade.1667

In the face of overwhelming evidence to the contrary, Secretary
of State Forsyth declared, in 1840, that the duty of the United
States in the matter of the slave-trade “has been faithfully
performed, and if the traffic still exists as a disgrace to
humanity, it is to be imputed to nations with whom Her Majesty’s
Government has formed and maintained the most intimate
connexions, and to whose Governments Great Britain has paid for
the right of active intervention in order to its complete
extirpation.”1668 So zealous was Stevenson, our minister to
England, in denying the Right of Search, that he boldly informed
Palmerston, in 1841, “that there is no shadow of pretence for
excusing, much less justifying, the exercise of any such right.
That it is wholly immaterial, whether the vessels be equipped
for, or actually engaged in slave traffic or not, and
consequently the right to search or detain even slave vessels,
must be confined to the ships or vessels of those nations with
whom it may have treaties on the subject.”1669 Palmerston

1666. Remember that in 1783 John Quincy Adams had visited the British Museum in London to view the seal of his ancestor Saer 
de Quincy upon the original parchment of the Magna Carta. He would come to consider his representing the blacks of the La 
Amistad as of the greatest importance only because the Amistad had been seized by the USS Washington without warrant, in a 
“gross violation” by the US government of a principle underlying this foundational document which his eponymous ancestor had 
helped to create. In other words, he wasn’t defending the black defendants at all, but was defending instead the historical 
significance of his alleged white ancestor Saer de Quincy.
1667. Cf. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, from 1836 to 1842.
1668. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1839-40, page 940.
1669. HOUSE DOCUMENT, 27th Congress 1st session, No. 34, pages 5-6.
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courteously replied that he could not think that the United
States seriously intended to make its flag a refuge for slave-
traders;1670 and Aberdeen pertinently declared: “Now, it can
scarcely be maintained by Mr. Stevenson that Great Britain
should be bound to permit her own subjects, with British vessels
and British capital, to carry on, before the eyes of British
officers, this detestable traffic in human beings, which the law
has declared to be piracy, merely because they had the audacity
to commit an additional offence by fraudulently usurping the
American flag.”1671 Thus the dispute, even after the advent of
Webster, went on for a time, involving itself in metaphysical
subtleties, and apparently leading no nearer to an
understanding.1672

In 1838 a fourth conference of the powers for the consideration
of the slave-trade took place at London. It was attended by
representatives of England, France, Russia, Prussia, and
Austria. England laid the projet of a treaty before them, to which
all but France assented. This so-called Quintuple Treaty, signed
December 20, 1841, denounced the slave-trade as piracy, and
declared that “the High Contracting Parties agree by common
consent, that those of their ships of war which shall be provided
with special warrants and orders ... may search every merchant-
vessel belonging to any one of the High Contracting Parties
which shall, on reasonable grounds, be suspected of being
engaged in the traffic in slaves.” All captured slavers were to
be sent to their own countries for trial.1673

While the ratification of this treaty was pending, the United
States minister to France, Lewis Cass, addressed an official
note to Guizot at the French foreign office, protesting against
the institution of an international Right of Search, and rather
grandiloquently warning the powers against the use of force to
accomplish their ends. This extraordinary epistle, issued on the
minister’s own responsibility, brought a reply denying that the
creation of any “new principle of international law, whereby the
vessels even of those powers which have not participated in the
arrangement should be subjected to the right of search,” was
ever intended, and affirming that no such extraordinary
interpretation could be deduced from the Convention. Moreover,
M. Guizot hoped that the United States, by agreeing to this
treaty, would “aid, by its most sincere endeavors, in the
definitive abolition of the trade.”1674 Cass’s theatrical
protest was, consciously or unconsciously, the manifesto of that
growing class in the United States who wanted no further
measures taken for the suppression of the slave-trade; toward
that, as toward the institution of slavery, this party favored
a policy of strict laissez-faire.

1670. SENATE DOCUMENT, 29th Congress 1st session, VIII. No. 377, page 56.
1671. SENATE DOCUMENT, 29th Congress 1st session, VIII. No. 377, page 72.
1672. SENATE DOCUMENT, 29th Congress 1st session, VIII. No. 377, pages 133-40, etc.
1673. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1841-2, page 269 ff.
1674. SENATE DOCUMENT, 29th Congress 1st session, VIII. No. 377, page 201.
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 February 6, Friday: The US House of Representatives (which apparently had some time on its hands) 
considered a states-rights proposition offered by Representative Abbot, that the federal Constitution be 
amended to remove any implication that the central government’s power ever might extend so far as, horror 
of horrors, to bring a non-white person into this for-white-people-only playground.

“That no part of the constitution of the United States ought to
be construed, or shall be construed to authorize the importation
or ingress of any person of color into any one of the United
States, contrary to the laws of such state.” Read first and
second time and committed to the Committee of the Whole. HOUSE
JOURNAL, 18th Congress, 1st session, page 208; ANNALS OF CONGRESS,
18th Congress, 1st session, page 1399.

 March 13, Saturday: Great Britain proposed to enter into a convention with the United States of America to 
work in tandem to suppress the international slave trade.

Art. I. “The commanders and commissioned officers of each of the
two high contracting parties, duly authorized, under the
regulations and instructions of their respective Governments,
to cruize on the coasts of Africa, of America [see below], and
of the West Indies, for the suppression of the slave trade,”
shall have the power to seize and bring into port any vessel
owned by subjects of the two contracting parties, found engaging
in the slave-trade. The vessel shall be taken for trial to the
country where she belongs.

Art. II. Provides that even if the vessel seized does not belong
to a citizen or citizens of either of the two contracting
parties, but is chartered by them, she may be seized in the same
way as if she belonged to them.

Art. III. Requires that in all cases where any vessel of either
party shall be boarded by any naval officer of the other party,
on suspicion of being concerned in the slave-trade, the officer
shall deliver to the captain of the vessel so boarded a
certificate in writing, signed by the naval officer, specifying
his rank, etc., and the object of his visit. Provision is made
for the delivery of ships and papers to the tribunal before which
they are brought.

Art. IV. Limits the Right of Search, recognized by the
Convention, to such investigation as shall be necessary to
ascertain the fact whether the said vessel is or is not engaged
in the slave-trade. No person shall be taken out of the vessel
so visited unless for reasons of health.

Art. V. Makes it the duty of the commander of either nation,
having captured a vessel of the other under the treaty, to
receive unto his custody the vessel captured, and send or carry
it into some port of the vessel’s own country for adjudication,
in which case triplicate declarations are to be signed, etc.

Art. VI. Provides that in cases of capture by the officer of
either party, on a station where no national vessel is cruising,
the captor shall either send or carry his prize to some
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convenient port of its own country for adjudication, etc.

Art. VII. Provides that the commander and crew of the captured
vessel shall be proceeded against as pirates, in the ports to
which they are brought, etc.

Art. VIII. Confines the Right of Search, under this treaty, to
such officers of both parties as are especially authorized to
execute the laws of their countries in regard to the slave-
trade. For every abusive exercise of this right, officers are
to be personally liable in costs and damages, etc.

Art. IX. Provides that the government of either nation shall
inquire into abuses of this Convention and of the laws of the
two countries, and inflict on guilty officers the proper
punishment.

Art. X. Declares that the right, reciprocally conceded by this
treaty, is wholly and exclusively founded on the consideration
that the two nations have by their laws made the slave-trade
piracy, and is not to be taken to affect in any other way the
rights of the parties, etc.; it further engages that each power
shall use its influence with all other civilized powers, to
procure from them the acknowledgment that the slave-trade is
piracy under the law of nations.

Art. XI. Provides that the ratifications of the treaty shall be
exchanged at London within twelve months, or as much sooner as
possible. Signed by Mr. Rush, Minister to the Court of St. James,
March 13, 1824.

(The above is a synopsis of the convention as it would be
considered by the US Senate. This would be ratified only with
conditions, one of which was that the duration of this
convention should be limited to the pleasure of the two parties
on six months’ notice; another was that the Right of Search
should be limited to the African and West Indian seas: i.e., the
word “America” was struck out. This convention as amended and
approved in the US Senate would be rejected by Great Britain.
The striking out of the word “America” was declared to be the
insuperable objection. A counter convention would be suggested,
but would not be acceptable to the United States. SENATE DOCUMENT,
18th Congress, 2d session, I. No. 1, pages 15-20; NILES’S REGISTER,
3rd Series, XXVI. 230-2. For the proceedings in the US Senate,
see AMERICAN STATE PAPERS, FOREIGN, V. 360-2.)

 March 20, Saturday: Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: “Message 
from the President ... in relation to the Suppression of the African Slave Trade.” –HOUSE DOCUMENT, 18 Cong. 
1 sess. VI. No. 119. (Contained correspondence on the proposed treaty of 1824.)
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 March 31, Wednesday: Franz Schubert wrote to Leopold Kupelweiser about finding himself “the most 
wretched and unhappy creature in the world.” He despaired over his health which “will never be right again,” 
his hopes which “have come to nothing,” and his “passion for beauty” which “threatens to forsake” him. 
“...every night, when I go to bed, I hope I may not wake again, and every morning only recalls yesterday’s 
grief.”

Great Britain began to consider engaging in the international slave trade as amounting to piracy. Nothing might 
redeem the sort of person who would commit such an offense.

“Any person engaging in the slave-trade “shall be deemed and
adjudged guilty of Piracy, Felony and Robbery, and being
convicted thereof shall suffer Death without Benefit of Clergy,
and Loss of Lands, Goods and Chattels, as Pirates, Felons and
Robbers upon the Seas ought to suffer,” etc. STATUTE 5 GEORGE IV.,
Chapter 17; AMERICAN STATE PAPERS, FOREIGN, V. 342.

 April: A negrero flying the Spanish flag (as shown below), the Aimable Socorro, master Castello, on one of 
its three known Middle Passage voyages, out of an unknown area of Africa, arrived at the port of Havana,  
Cuba.

 April 16, Friday: The US House of Representatives  considered a bill to further suppress the slave-trade.

THE MIDDLE PASSAGE
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“Mr. Govan, from the committee to which was referred so much of
the President’s Message as relates to the suppression of the
Slave Trade, reported a bill respecting the slave trade; which
was read twice, and committed to a Committee of the Whole.”

§ 1. Provided a fine not exceeding $5,000, imprisonment not
exceeding 7 years, and forfeiture of ship, for equipping a
slaver even for the foreign trade; and a fine not exceeding
$3,000, and imprisonment not exceeding 5 years, for serving on
board any slaver. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 18th Congress, 1st session,
pages 2397-8; HOUSE JOURNAL, 18th Congress, 1st session, pages 26,
180, 181, 323, 329, 356, 423.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: In reviewing efforts toward the
suppression of the slave-trade from 1820 to 1850, it must be
remembered that nearly every cabinet had a strong, if not a
predominating, Southern element, and that consequently the
efforts of the executive were powerfully influenced by the
changing attitude of the South. Naturally, under such
circumstances, the government displayed little activity and no
enthusiasm in the work. In 1824 a single vessel of the Gulf
squadron was occasionally sent to the African coast to return
by the route usually followed by the slavers; no wonder that
“none of these or any other of our public ships have found
vessels engaged in the slave trade under the flag of the United
States, ... although it is known that the trade still exists to
a most lamentable extent.”1675 Indeed, all that an American
slaver need do was to run up a Spanish or a Portuguese flag, to
be absolutely secure from all attack or inquiry on the part of
United States vessels. Even this desultory method of suppression
was not regular: in 1826 “no vessel has been despatched to the
coast of Africa for several months,”1676 and from that time until
1839 this country probably had no slave-trade police upon the
seas, except in the Gulf of Mexico. In 1839 increasing
violations led to the sending of two fast-sailing vessels to the
African coast, and these were kept there more or less
regularly;1677 but even after the signing of the treaty of 1842
the Secretary of the Navy reports: “On the coast of Africa we
have no squadron. The small appropriation of the present year
was believed to be scarcely sufficient.”1678 Between 1843 and
1850 the coast squadron varied from two to six vessels, with
from thirty to ninety-eight guns;1679 “but the force habitually
and actively engaged in cruizing on the ground frequented by
slavers has probably been less by one-fourth, if we consider the
size of the ships employed and their withdrawal for purposes of
recreation and health, and the movement of the reliefs, whose
arrival does not correspond exactly with the departure of the
vessels whose term of service has expired.”1680 The reports of
the navy show that in only four of the eight years mentioned was

1675. REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY, 1824.
1676. REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY, 1826.
1677. REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY., 1839.
1678. REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY, 1842.
1679. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1857-8, page 1250.
1680. Lord Napier to Secretary of State Cass, December 24, 1857: BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1857-8, page 1249.
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the fleet, at the time of report, at the stipulated size of
eighty guns; and at times it was much below this, even as late
as 1848, when only two vessels are reported on duty along the
African coast.1681 As the commanders themselves acknowledged,
the squadron was too small and the cruising-ground too large to
make joint cruising effective.1682

The same story comes from the Brazil station: “Nothing effectual
can be done towards stopping the slave trade, as our squadron
is at present organized,” wrote the consul at Rio Janeiro in
1847; “when it is considered that the Brazil station extends
from north of the equator to Cape Horn on this continent, and
includes a great part of Africa south of the equator, on both
sides of the Cape of Good Hope, it must be admitted that one
frigate and one brig is a very insufficient force to protect
American commerce, and repress the participation in the slave
trade by our own vessels.”1683 In the Gulf of Mexico cruisers
were stationed most of the time, although even here there were
at times urgent representations that the scarcity or the absence
of such vessels gave the illicit trade great license.1684

Owing to this general negligence of the government, and also to
its anxiety on the subject of the theoretic Right of Search,
many officials were kept in a state of chronic deception in
regard to the trade. The enthusiasm of commanders was dampened
by the lack of latitude allowed and by the repeated insistence
in their orders on the non-existence of a Right of Search.1685

When one commander, realizing that he could not cover the
trading-track with his fleet, requested English commanders to
detain suspicious American vessels until one of his vessels came
up, the government annulled the agreement as soon as it reached
their ears, rebuked him, and the matter was alluded to in
Congress long after with horror.1686 According to the orders of
cruisers, only slavers with slaves actually on board could be
seized. Consequently, fully equipped slavers would sail past the
American fleet, deliberately make all preparations for shipping
a cargo, then, when the English were not near, “sell” the ship
to a Spaniard, hoist the Spanish flag, and again sail gayly past
the American fleet with a cargo of slaves. An English commander
reported: “The officers of the United States’ navy are extremely
active and zealous in the cause, and no fault can be attributed
to them, but it is greatly to be lamented that this blemish

1681. PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1847-8, Volume LXIV. No. 133, PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE SUPPRESSION OF THE SLAVE TRADE 
ON THE COAST OF AFRICA, page 2.
1682. Report of Perry: SENATE DOCUMENTS, 28th Congress, 2d session, IX. No. 150, page 118.
1683. Consul Park at Rio Janeiro to Secretary Buchanan, Aug. 20, 1847: HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENTS, 30th Congress, 2d 
session, VII. No. 61, page 7.
1684. Suppose “an American vessel employed to take in negroes at some point on this coast. There is no American man-of-war here 
to obtain intelligence. What risk does she run of being searched? But suppose that there is a man-of-war in port. What is to secure 
the master of the merchantman against her [the man-of-war’s commander’s knowing all about his [the merchant-man’s] intention, 
or suspecting it in time to be upon him [the merchant-man] before he shall have run a league on his way to Texas?” Consul Trist to 
Commander Spence: HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 27th Congress, 1st session, No. 34, page 41.]
1685. A typical set of instructions was on the following plan: 1. You are charged with the protection of legitimate commerce. 2. 
While the United States wishes to suppress the slave-trade, she will not admit a Right of Search by foreign vessels. 3. You are to 
arrest slavers. 4. You are to allow in no case an exercise of the Right of Search or any great interruption of legitimate commerce. — 
To Commodore Perry, March 30, 1843: HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENTS, 35th Congress, 2d session, IX. No. 104.
1686. HOUSE REPORTS, 27th Congress, 3d session, III. No. 283, pages 765-8. Cf. Benton’s speeches on the treaty of 1842.
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should in so great a degree nullify our endeavours.”1687

 May: Two negreros flying the Spanish flag (as shown below), the Chatica, master Jozé Inza, and the 
Indomable, master J. Sangredas, on their one known Middle Passage, arrived during this month at the port of 
Havana, Cuba.

 May 21, Friday: President James Monroe’s message in regard to the proposed Treaty of 1824 (AMERICAN 
STATE PAPERS, FOREIGN, V. 344-6).

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: England did not, however, lose hope of
gaining some concession from the United States. Another House
committee had, in 1822, reported that the only method of
suppressing the trade was by granting a Right of Search.1688 The
House agreed, February 28, 1823, to request the President to
enter into negotiations with the maritime powers of Europe to
denounce the slave-trade as piracy; an amendment “that we agree
to a qualified right of search” was, however, lost.1689 Meantime,

1687. Report of Hotham to Admiralty, April 7, 1847: PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1847-8, Volume LXIV. No. 133, PAPERS RELATIVE 
TO THE SUPPRESSION OF THE SLAVE TRADE ON THE COAST OF AFRICA, page 13.
1688. HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress 1st session, II. No. 92.
1689. HOUSE JOURNAL, 17th Congress 2d session, pages 212, 280; ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 17th Congress 2d session, pages 922, 
1147-1155.

RACE SLAVERY

THE MIDDLE PASSAGE
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the English minister was continually pressing the matter upon
Adams, who proposed in turn to denounce the trade as piracy.
Canning agreed to this, but only on condition that it be piracy
under the Law of Nations and not merely by statute law. Such an
agreement, he said, would involve a Right of Search for its
enforcement; he proposed strictly to limit and define this
right, to allow captured ships to be tried in their own courts,
and not to commit the United States in any way to the question
of the belligerent Right of Search. Adams finally sent a draft
of a proposed treaty to England, and agreed to recognize the
slave-traffic “as piracy under the law of nations, namely: that,
although seizable by the officers and authorities of every
nation, they should be triable only by the tribunals of the
country of the slave trading vessel.”1690

Rush presented this project to the government in January 1824.
England agreed to all the points insisted on by the United
States; viz., that she herself should denounce the trade as
piracy; that slavers should be tried in their own country; that
the captor should be laid under the most effective
responsibility for his conduct; and that vessels under convoy
of a ship of war of their own country should be exempt from
search. In addition, England demanded that citizens of either
country captured under the flag of a third power should be sent
home for trial, and that citizens of either country chartering
vessels of a third country should come under these
stipulations.1691

This convention was laid before the Senate April 30, 1824, but
was not acted upon until May 21, when it was so amended as to
make it terminable at six months’ notice. The same day,
President Monroe, “apprehending, from the delay in the decision,
that some difficulty exists,” sent a special message to the
Senate, giving at length the reasons for signing the treaty, and
saying that “should this Convention be adopted, there is every
reason to believe, that it will be the commencement of a system
destined to accomplish the entire Abolition of the Slave Trade.”
It was, however, a time of great political pot-boiling, and
consequently an unfortunate occasion to ask senators to settle
any great question. A systematic attack, led by Johnson of
Louisiana, was made on all the vital provisions of the treaty:
the waters of America were excepted from its application, and
those of the West Indies barely escaped exception; the provision
which, perhaps, aimed the deadliest blow at American slave-trade
interests was likewise struck out; namely, the application of
the Right of Search to citizens chartering the vessels of a third
nation.1692

The convention thus mutilated was not signed by England, who
demanded as the least concession the application of the Right
of Search to American waters. Meantime the United States had
invited nearly all nations to denounce the trade as piracy; and
the President, the Secretary of the Navy, and a House committee

1690. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1823-4, pages 409-21; 1824-5, pages 828-47; AMERICAN STATE PAPERS, FOREIGN, V. 
No. 371, pages 333-7.
1691. AMERICAN STATE PAPERS, FOREIGN, V. No. 371, pages 333-7.
1692. AMERICAN STATE PAPERS, FOREIGN, V., No. 374, page 344 ff., No. 379, pages 360-2.
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had urgently favored the granting of the Right of Search. The
bad faith of Congress, however, in the matter of the Colombian
treaty broke off for a time further negotiations with
England.1693

 June: Two negreros flying the Spanish flag (as shown below), the Espanola, master Luna, P.G. de, and the 
Especuladora, master Manzana, S., on their one and only known Middle Passage, arrived during this month 
at their destination, the port of Havana, Cuba.

1693. HOUSE REPORTS, 18th Congress 2d session, I. No. 70; AMERICAN STATE PAPERS, FOREIGN, V. No. 379, pages 364-5, No. 
414, page 783, etc. Among the nations invited by the United States to co-operate in suppressing the trade was the United States of 
Colombia. Mr. Anderson, our minister, expressed “the certain belief that the Republic of Colombia will not permit herself to be 
behind any Government in the civilized world in the adoption of energetic measures for the suppression of this disgraceful traffic”: 
AMERICAN STATE PAPERS, FOREIGN, V, No. 407, page 729. The little republic replied courteously; and, as a projet for a treaty, Mr. 
Anderson offered the proposed English treaty of 1824, including the Senate amendments. Nevertheless, the treaty thus agreed to 
was summarily rejected by the Senate, March 9, 1825: AMERICAN STATE PAPERS, FOREIGN, V, No. 407, page 735. Another result 
of this general invitation of the United States was a proposal by Colombia that the slave-trade and the status of Hayti be among the 
subjects for discussion at the Panama Congress. As a result of this, a Senate committee recommended that the United States take no 
part in the Congress. This report was finally disagreed to by a vote of 19 to 24: AMERICAN STATE PAPERS, FOREIGN, V, No. 423, 
pages 837, 860, 876, 882.
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 August: A negrero flying the Spanish flag (as shown below), the Feliciana, master Anlet, J., on its one and 
only known Middle Passage, arrived at its destination, Havana, Cuba.

 November 6, Saturday: Great Britain proposed to the government of the United States of America that there 
might be a way out of their current stalemate:1694

Great Britain proposes to conclude the treaty as amended by the
Senate, if the word “America” were to be reinstated in Art. I.

On February 16th, 1825, the Committee of the US House of
Representatives would favor this project; on March 2d, Addington
would remind Adams of this counterproposal; on April 6th, Clay
would on account of the failure of the Colombian treaty refuse
to reopen negotiations.

1694. AMERICAN STATE PAPERS, FOREIGN, V. 367; HOUSE REPORTS, 18th Congress, 2d session, I. No. 70; HOUSE DOCUMENT, 19th 
Congress, 1st session, I. No. 16.

THE MIDDLE PASSAGE

RACE SLAVERY
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Great Britain and Sweden granted to one another permission to board and search one another’s commercial 
vessels upon suspicion of participation in the international slave trade.1695

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: In 1824 the Right of Search was
established between England and Sweden, and in 1826 Brazil
promised to abolish the trade in three years.1696 In 1831 the
cause was greatly advanced by the signing of a treaty between
Great Britain and France, granting mutually a geographically
limited Right of Search.1697 This led, in the next few years, to
similar treaties with Denmark, Sardinia,1698 the Hanse towns,1699

and Naples.1700 Such measures put the trade more and more in the
hands of Americans, and it began greatly to increase. Mercer
sought repeatedly in the House to have negotiations reopened
with England, but without success.1701 Indeed, the chances of
success were now for many years imperilled by the recurrence of
deliberate search of American vessels by the British.1702 In the
majority of cases the vessels proved to be slavers, and some of
them fraudulently flew the American flag; nevertheless, their
molestation by British cruisers created much feeling, and
hindered all steps toward an understanding: the United States

Date Right of Search
Treaty with

Great Britain,
made by

Arrangements
for Joint

Cruising with
Great Britain,

made by

1817 Portugal; Spain

1818 Netherlands

1824 Sweden

1831-33 France

1833-39 Denmark, Hanse Towns, etc.

1841 Quintuple Treaty
(Austria, Russia, Prussia)

1842 United States

1844 Texas

1845 Belgium France

1862 United States

1695. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1824-5, pages 3-28
1696. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1823-4, and 1826-7. Brazil abolished the trade in 1830.
1697. This treaty was further defined in 1833: BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1830-1, page 641 ff.; 1832-3, page 286 ff.
1698. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1833-4, pages 218 ff., 1059 ff.
1699. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1837-8, page 268 ff.
1700. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1838-9, page 792 ff.
1701. Viz., Feb. 28, 1825; April 7, 1830; Feb. 16, 1831; March 3, 1831. The last resolution passed the House: HOUSE JOURNAL, 
21st Congress 2d session, pages 426-8.
1702. Cf. HOUSE DOCUMENT, 26th Congress 2d session, V. No. 115, pages 35-6, etc.; HOUSE REPORTS, 27 Cong. 3 sess. III. No. 
283, pages 730-55, etc.
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was loath to have her criminal negligence in enforcing her own
laws thus exposed by foreigners. Other international questions
connected with the trade also strained the relations of the two
countries: three different vessels engaged in the domestic
slave-trade, driven by stress of weather, or, in the “Creole”
case, captured by Negroes on board, landed slaves in British
possessions; England freed them, and refused to pay for such as
were landed after emancipation had been proclaimed in the West
Indies.1703 The case of the slaver “L’Amistad” also raised
difficulties with Spain. This Spanish vessel, after the Negroes
on board had mutinied and killed their owners, was seized by a
United States vessel and brought into port for adjudication. The
court, however, freed the Negroes, on the ground that under
Spanish law they were not legally slaves; and although the
Senate repeatedly tried to indemnify the owners, the project did
not succeed.1704

Such proceedings well illustrate the new tendency of the pro-
slavery party to neglect the enforcement of the slave-trade
laws, in a frantic defence of the remotest ramparts of slave
property. Consequently, when, after the treaty of 1831, France
and England joined in urging the accession of the United States
to it, the British minister was at last compelled to inform
Palmerston, December, 1833, that “the Executive at Washington
appears to shrink from bringing forward, in any shape, a
question, upon which depends the completion of their former
object — the utter and universal Abolition of the Slave Trade —
from an apprehension of alarming the Southern States.”1705 Great
Britain now offered to sign the proposed treaty of 1824 as
amended; but even this Forsyth refused, and stated that the
United States had determined not to become “a party of any
Convention on the subject of the Slave Trade.”1706

Estimates as to the extent of the slave-trade agree that the
traffic to North and South America in 1820 was considerable,
certainly not much less than 40,000 slaves annually. From that
time to about 1825 it declined somewhat, but afterward increased
enormously, so that by 1837 the American importation was
estimated as high as 200,000 Negroes annually. The total
abolition of the African trade by American countries then
brought the traffic down to perhaps 30,000 in 1842. A large and
rapid increase of illicit traffic followed; so that by 1847 the
importation amounted to nearly 100,000 annually. One province
of Brazil is said to have received 173,000 in the years 1846-

1703. These were the celebrated cases of the “Encomium,” “Enterprize,” and “Comet.” Cf. SENATE DOCUMENT, 24th Congress 2d 
session, II. No. 174; 25 Cong. 3 sess. III. No. 216. Cf. also case of the “Creole”: SENATE DOCUMENT, 27th Congress 2d session, II.-
III. Nos. 51, 137.
1704. SENATE DOCUMENT, 26th Congress 2d session, IV. No. 179; SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 31st Congress 2d session, III. 
No. 29; 32d Congress 2d session, III. No. 19; SENATE REPORTS, 31st Congress 2d session, No. 301; 32 Cong. 1 sess. I. No. 158; 
35th Congress 1st session, I. No. 36; HOUSE DOCUMENT, 26th Congress 1st session, IV. No. 185; 27 Cong. 3 sess. V. No. 191; 28th 
Congress 1st session, IV. No. 83; HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 32d Congress 2d session, III. No. 20; HOUSE REPORTS, 26th 
Congress 2d session, No. 51; 28th Congress 1st session, II. No. 426; 29th Congress 1st session, IV. No. 753; also Decisions of the 
U.S. Supreme Court, 15 Peters, 518. Cf. Drake, REVELATIONS OF A SLAVE SMUGGLER, page 98.
1705. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1834-5, page 136.
1706. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1834-5, pages 135-47. Great Britain made treaties meanwhile with Hayti, Uruguay, 
Venezuela, Bolivia, Argentine Confederation, Mexico, Texas, etc. Portugal prohibited the slave-trade in 1836, except between her 
African colonies. Cf. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, from 1838 to 1841.
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1849. In the decade 1850-1860 this activity in slave-trading
continued, and reached very large proportions.
The traffic thus carried on floated under the flags of France,
Spain, and Portugal, until about 1830; from 1830 to 1840 it began
gradually to assume the United States flag; by 1845, a large
part of the trade was under the stars and stripes; by 1850 fully
one-half the trade, and in the decade, 1850-1860 nearly all the
traffic, found this flag its best protection.1707

1707. These estimates are from the following sources: BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1822-3, pages 94-110; 
PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1823, XVIII., SLAVE TRADE, Further Papers, A., pages 10-11; 1838-9, XLIX., SLAVE TRADE, Class A, 
Further Series, pages 115, 119, 121; HOUSE DOCUMENT, 19th Congress 1st session, I. No. 1, page 93; 20 Cong. 1 sess. III. No. 99; 
26th Congress 1st session, VI. No. 211; HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 31st Congress 2d session, I. No. 1, page 193; HOUSE 
REPORTS, 21st Congress 1st session, III. No. 348; SENATE DOCUMENT, 28th Congress 1st session, IV. No. 217; 31st Congress 1st 
session, XIV. No. 66; 31st Congress 2d session, II. No. 6; AMERICAN STATE PAPERS, NAVAL, I. No. 249; Buxton, THE AFRICAN 
SLAVE TRADE AND ITS REMEDY, pages 44-59; Friends’ FACTS AND OBSERVATIONS ON THE SLAVE TRADE (ed. 1841); Friends’ 
EXPOSITION OF THE SLAVE TRADE, 1840-50; ANNUAL REPORTS OF THE AMERICAN AND FOREIGN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY.
The annexed table gives the dates of the abolition of the slave-trade by the various nations: —
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Date Slave-trade Abolished by Right of Search
Treaty with

Great Britain,
made by

Arrangements
for Joint

Cruising with
Great Britain,

made by

1802 Denmark

1807 Great Britain; United States

1813 Sweden

1814 Netherlands

1815 Portugal (north of the equator)

1817 Spain (north of the equator) Portugal; Spain

1818 France Netherlands

1820 Spain

1824 Sweden

1829 Brazil (?)

1830 Portugal

1831-33 France

1833-39 Denmark, Hanse Towns, etc.

1841 Quintuple Treaty
(Austria, Russia, Prussia)

1842 United States

1844 Texas

1845 Belgium France

1862 United States
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 December 1, Wednesday: Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: 
“Report of the Secretary of the Navy.” –AMERICAN STATE PAPERS, NAVAL AFFAIRS, I. No. 249.

In the national election, for the 2d time in American political history, no candidate achieved a majority of the 
total electoral votes in the Electoral College and the body became deadlocked. The decision of who would 
become President would need to be held over to be determined in the House of Representatives in the 
following year (131 electoral votes, just over half of the 261 total, were necessary to elect a candidate as the 
president; votes were counted for the initial time in this election, but that had no effect on the outcome; the 
12th Amendment to the US Constitution dictated that Congress turn over the presidential election to the House 
of Representatives). Would it be General Andrew Jackson of Tennessee with 99 electoral votes and 153,544 
popular votes, Secretary of State John Quincy Adams with 84 electoral and 108,740 popular votes, Secretary 
of State William H. Crawford of the Democratic-Republican party (who had suffered a stroke before the 
election) with 41 electoral votes, or Henry Clay of Virginia with 37 electoral votes? (Clay, allowed by this to 
become the President-maker, would throw his electoral votes in the direction of Adams in exchange for being 
appointed as Adams’s Secretary of State — the repercussions of this deal would split the Democratic-
Republican party into Whigs and Democratic-Republicans.)

The Quaker traveling preacher, Elias Hicks, bluntly embraced in a sermon in Philadelphia what must be the 
ultimate consequence of religious leveling, to wit, that:

“We are
on a level

with
all the rest

of
God’s creatures.”
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 December 7, Tuesday: The Reverend Henry Root Colman’s A DISCOURSE ON RELIGIOUS 
INSTITUTIONS: DELIVERED AT THE OPENING OF THE INDEPENDENT CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, 
IN BARTON SQUARE, SALEM, TUESDAY, 7 DEC. 1824.

After traveling for a month, General Andrew Jackson of Tennessee arrived in the District of Columbia to await 
the outcome of the hung presidential election.

A hack version of Carl Maria von Weber’s Der Freischutz, called Robin des bois ou les trois balles, opened at 
the Theatre de l’Odeon in Paris (this would have a run of more than 300 performances).

Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: “Documents accompanying the 
Message of the President ... to both Houses of Congress, at the commencement of the Second Session of the 
Eighteenth Congress: Documents from the Department of State.” – HOUSE DOCUMENT, 18 Cong. 2 sess. I. No. 
1. pp. 1-56. Reprinted in SENATE DOCUMENT, 18 Cong. 2 sess. I. No. 1. (Matter on the treaty of 1824.)

“It is a cause of serious regret, that no arrangement has yet
been finally concluded between the two Governments, to secure,
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by joint co-operation, the suppression of the slave trade. It
was the object of the British Government, in the early stages
of the negotiation, to adopt a plan for the suppression, which
should include the concession of the mutual right of search by
the ships of war of each party, of the vessels of the other, for
suspected offenders. This was objected to by this Government,
on the principle that, as the right of search was a right of war
of a belligerant towards a neutral power, it might have an ill
effect to extend it, by treaty, to an offence which had been
made comparatively mild, to a time of peace. Anxious, however,
for the suppression of this trade, it was thought adviseable,
in compliance with a resolution of the House of Representatives,
founded on an act of Congress, to propose to the British
Government an expedient, which should be free from that
objection, and more effectual for the object, by making it
piratical.... A convention to this effect was concluded and
signed, in London,” on the 13th of March, 1824, “by
plenipotentiaries duly authorized by both Governments, to the
ratification of which certain obstacles have arisen, which are
not yet entirely removed.” [For the removal of which, the
documents relating to the negotiation are submitted for the
action of Congress]....
“In execution of the laws for the suppression of the slave trade,
a vessel has been occasionally sent from that squadron to the
coast of Africa, with orders to return thence by the usual track
of the slave ships, and to seize any of our vessels which might
be engaged in that trade. None have been found, and, it is
believed, that none are thus employed. It is well known,
however, that the trade still exists under other flags.” HOUSE
JOURNAL, 18th Congress, 2d session, pages 11, 12, 19, 27, 241;
HOUSE REPORTS, 18th Congress, 2d session, I. No. 70; Gales and
Seaton, REGISTER OF DEBATES, I. 625-8, and Appendix, page 2 ff.
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 December 18, Saturday: New-York mayor Philip Hone decided to back the Delaware and Hudson Canal.

Supply and demand. During this month a negrero flying the Spanish flag (as shown below), the Bella Dolores, 
master Guerrero, on its only known Middle Passage, was arriving at its destination port of Havana, Cuba with 
an unknown number of fresh slaves on board.
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Yet another servile insurrection was in this year being put down in Jamaica:

There appears below a record of manumissions on Jamaica, an island upon which until this date a £100 bond 
had been required by the churchwardens as security against a manumittee becoming a parish object of charity.
The Act “for the removing of impediments to the manumission of Slaves by Owners having only a limited 
interest,” in this year in which yet another slave uprising was being suppressed, stipulated that “Whereas it is 
now required by law, in all cases of manumission by deed, that a Bond should be given to the Churchwardens 
of the parish for payment of an annuity of £5 for the maintenance of any slave intended to be manuminised, 
and such bond is in many cases unnecessary. Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid That it shall not 
be necessary to give such a bond to the churchwardens, provided that in lieu thereof the Slave, intended to be 
manuminised, shall be produced to the magistrates and Vestry of the Parish where such Slave shall reside, or 
it shall be otherwise shown to their satisfaction that the manumission is not given for the purpose of relieving 
the Owner from the obligation of maintaining an Aged or infirm Slave, a certificate thereof shall be given by 
the Vestry, and shall be annexed to, and entered in the Secretary’s Office with the Deed of Manumission.” 
Each such deed paper received in the Secretary’s Office required a 5/- Stamp, and the Office receipt required 
an additional stamp worth 2/6. The fee for recording of deeds, whether manumissions or otherwise, was 2/6 
a sheet (a sheet consisting of 160 words), and therefore of course the charge for recording a manumission 
depended upon the number of words the Instrument contained. 

1640-1713 seven slave revolts in the islands of the British West Indies

1655 With Jamaica in transition between Spanish control and English control, 
some 1,500 slaves escaped into the mountains to form maroon communities.

1656 Juan de Bolas led many of the escaped slaves in the maroon communities of the 
mountains of Jamaica down to the plains and the coast with a deal in which the English 
granted pardon and freedom. Many maroons, however, would elect to remain in the moun-
tains.

1668 “Lobby’s rebellion” on Jamaica — several hundred black slaves escaped to the 
mountains.

1725-1740 1st Maroon War on Jamaica

March 1, 
1738-1739

The 1st Maroon War on Jamaica ended in a treaty guaranteeing freedom for the maroons, 
the deal being that henceforward they would capture and turn in for a reward any new slave 
or bond-laborer escapees.

1760 slave uprising on Jamaica

1776 slave uprising on Jamaica

1784 slave uprising on Jamaica

1795-1796 2d Maroon War on Jamaica

1823 slave uprising on Jamaica

1824 slave uprising on Jamaica

1831 slave uprising on Jamaica
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Date of
ost of  
emptio
n

May 28, 17 hillings

January 1,

June 15, 1 hillings

June 25, 1

April 1, 1 hillings

July 2, 18

July 2, 18  11/-

October 8,

March 20, 

June 4, 18 hillings

June 4, 18

August 16, alue

July 27, 1

July 25, 1

January 16

February 1 hillings

April 2, 1

November 2 hillings

March 10, hillings

June 4, 18 alue

July 2, 18

June 3, 18

March 10, 

April 3, 1

April 21, 

April 27, 
We note that the ages of these persons receiving manumission are never placed on the record:

 Release Name of Manumitter Person(s) Manumitted
C

Red

96 Robert Davison Pally Ohlson & her 2 children, Peg, William 10 s

 1800 Thomas Goldwin, Power of Attorney Bessy al Bessy Foxen £65

805 Caleb Powell Mary Powell 10 s

805 Charles Rose Ellis Charlotte & her 6 children, Elizabeth Dodd, 
Jane Dodd, Nancy Dodd, Charlotte Dodd, 
John, Sarah

£700

807 Sarah Baird Bessy 10 s

11 John Morant Power of Attorney James Allan £110

11 John Morant Power of Attorney John Allan £139

 1812 Mary Richards Hannah Richards & child, Mary Payne Golden £160

1813 William Henry Parker Edward Cragie, Maria Williams £90

13 Robert Jacobs Joe al Joseph Jacobs Diamond 10 s

13 Henry Glassford Power of Attorney Henry Palmer Moore £160

 1814 Executors of Thomas Matthews’s will Henry no v

815 Mary Taylor Frank £80

815 Edward Bullock Ann al Mary Ann £90

, 1816 Trustees of Vere Free School Mary Ann Shand & her child Margaret Ann 
Kohler

£140

, 1816 Mary Douglas Patrick Douglas 10 s

816 Catherine Denniss William Norman £50

5, 1817 Francis Elliott Charles Clarke 10 s

1817 Thomas Prescott Julian Kein 10 s

17 Thomas Anderson Thomas Anderson, Daniel Anderson no v

17 Jacob Lopez Fonseca & ux. Mary Lalote £32

17 William Jno James & Hugh James Eleanor Hackett & 2 children - Samuel, Mal-
colm Facey, James Malcolm Facey

£200

1818 Mary Edwards Sophia Jones & her 
unnamed female child

£120

818 William Rhodes James Frances Samuels £120

1818 George Russell Alexander Bruce £60

1818 Lawrence Hunter & ux. Mary Goodwin £140
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May 7, 181

June 11, 1 hillings

July 1, 18 hillings

August 1, 

August 22, hillings

December 1

December 2 alue

October 4,

January hillings

April

September hillings

April

February

March hillings

August

May hillings

? hillings

September hillings

April hillings

December alue

May ed £150

January

February

October alue

November hillings

April

December alue

Date of
ost of  
emptio
n

8 Henry Cerf Amelia £60

818 Ann Dudley William Brooks 10 s

18 Rebecca Cohall William Hall 10 s

1818 David Boyd & ux. Anne Hood £160

 1818 John McGillivray Robert Ann Mary 10 s

6, 1818 Executors of James Codrington Sally McDonald £100

3, 1818 John Woff Susannah Johnston Woff no v

 1819 Richard Jackson Thomas Jennings £180

19 1819 Mary Adelaide Caross Margaret Saratine 10 s

27 1819 George Russell Mary Bruce £50

10 1819 John Goldson Budd Eliza Goldson Budd 10 s

23 1819 Mary Williams et al Louisa Miller £100

1 1819 John Miller Frances Miller, Henry Miller Andrew Miller £50

1 1819 William Thomas Barnes Edward Bennett 10 s

16 1819 Mary Gale Robertson & al Benjamin £140

1 1819 George Robert Johnson Jr. Polly Gordon 10 s

? 1819 William Gale Quaco 10 s

15, 1820 Bienvenida Judah et al Elizabeth Bryan, Beatrice, Betsy & her 
child Henry

10 s

18 1820 George Harral James Wright 10 s

30 1820 Georgette Denis Pellon Marie Pierre Sucrinne no v

19 1820 Kean Osborn Esq., & al Patrick Kelly, Another slave valu

18 1820 James [Sh]ipair Morther Willis £5

24 1821 Richard Ellis Harry Day £300

17 1820 David McNish David, William no v

20 1820 Henry Portlock Roberts Mary Hancock & child Maria Pearce 10 s

3 1821 Robert Crasswell Gabay & ux. William Murray £50

30 1820 According to the will of Sarah 
Nibbs Gordon

Kitty al Catherine Gordon no v
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January hillings

September hillings

November

April alue

May hillings

September  Sterling

August hillings

March hillings

March hillings

March hillings

March hillings

March hillings

March hillings

January hillings

December hillings

October

December

September hillings

June

August hillings

May alue

August hillings

January hillings

September hillings

May

November terling

December  Cy.

Date of
ost of  
emptio
n

23 1821 Ann Moss Jane Gardner, Tammy Seaton, Eleanor Love-
more, William Dawson, John Wysenburg, 
Charles Lovemore

10 s

22 1820 Henry Oneal John Ellis 10 s

27 1820 Edward Tyrrell Mary Tyrrell, Edward Tyrell £50

5 1820 Mary Hunter Lucy Porter & her 6 children, Robert Brad-
ley, Elizabeth Jump, Ann Jump, Henry Jump, 
William Jump, Mary Hunter, Edward Marshall

no v

19 1820 Sarah Spence Thomas Farquharson 10 s

1 1820 Robert Waugh John Brown £100

10 1820 Isaac Nunes Da Costa jr. Alfred al. Alfred Moore 10 s

3 1820 Thomas Samson Quaco 10 s

3 1820 do Elizabeth Messum 10 s

3 1820 do Ruthy Huggins 10 s

3 1820 do Nancy Lambert 10 s

3 1820 do Sarah Huggins 10 s

3 1820 do Frances Samson 10 s

1 1820 John Kelly Jane Roberts 10 s

30 1820 Guethoncoeur Boisquehonene Margaret 10 s

17 1820 Sarah Cole Sarah Ann James £180

18 1820 Ann Sarah Bailey Mytin Catherine Thomas £18

21 1820 Ruth Austin Alick Lawrence 10 s

8 1820 Benjamin Scott Fanny al Frances Davis £80

1 1820 Rachael Thomas Maria Freeman & child, Mary Baker, Freeman 10 s

19 1820 Kean Coburn & ux. James Knight no v

16 1820 James Mackean Smith James Baircliffe 10 s

30 1821 Ann Clark Gott Robert al Jn. Russell Cruikshank 10 s

7 1820 John Russell Eliza Clarke 10 s

20 1820 Edmund Francis Green Mary Hamilton & her child Nancy £160

1 1820 Robert Allwood & ux Susanna Miller £5 S

14 1820 Janett Bogle James Hay £160
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C
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December

September alue

November hillings

September hillings

March

October hillings

August

January hillings

December hillings

February hillings

March hillings

January hillings

January

March hillings

January

January

February alue

February alue

February hillings

February alue

July alue

February

September hillings

February

April

January

June

Date of
ost of  
emptio
n

14 1820 George N Darley Diana Thomson £60

28 1820 James Fraser Nelly al Eleanor Fraser no v

10 1820 Rachael Whitehead Isabella al Isabella Roe 10 s

16 1820 Thomas Freeman Thomas Handley Brook 10 s

15 1820 Alexander McCallum Alexander Gray £140

6 1820 William Reeves Ann Charlton 10 s

18 1820 Timothy Banton Mullings William Mullings £140

12 1821 Alexander Menzies & ux. Elizabeth Burke 10 s

11 1820 Sarah Beal Willacy Lisbon 10 s

10 1820 George Allan Elizabeth Price 10 s

15 1820 Margaret Grant June Hall 10 s

30 1821 Sarah Mitchell Sansom Harry al Harry Henrey 10 s

27 1821 Geremiah Weakes & ux. Elizabeth Hall £90

22 1821 John McDorman George Gardner 10 s

12 1821 Eleanor Good Rose £40

20 1821 Mary Hall Eleanor Bartell Ballantine £140

10 1821 Susanna Gall Patience & Susanna Thomas no v

23 1821 Hon. James Lewis Mary Brue no v

10 1821 John Hill Berry Mary Ann Hill Berry & 3 children, John Hill 
Berry, William Hill Berry, George Hill 
Berry

10 s

23 1821 Do Lucy Jones no v

1 1821 Mary Hunter William Shea, John Marshall no v

23 1821 Martha Fisher Jemmy al James Fisher, John Fisher £30

26 1821 Elizabeth Truxton & Bency Wilson Mimba al Phillis Thomas & child Ann Dorman 
al Ann Hope

10 s

8 1821 Samuel Walker & ux. & al Abigail Stormer £25

2 1820 Sir Simon Horton Clarke, Bart. 
Power of Attorney

Elizabeth McDonald & children, James Lob-
ban, Alexander Lobban, Mary Lobban, Marga-
ret Lobban

£315

2 1821 William Henry Hall Edward Neilson £50

12 1820 Sir Home Popham July £100
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March

July alue

March hillings

February alue

March hillings

March hillings

March hillings

March alue

March alue

February hillings

March hillings

March hillings

November hillings

March

March hillings

March hillings

March

March alue

March

April hillings

August

September hillings

? hillings

October

March hillings

September hillings

Date of
ost of  
emptio
n

6 1821 Alexander Ackman & ux. Eleanor Carter Spalding £140

? 1820 Jasper Taylor Hall Power of Attor-
ney

William Wright, Eliza Tierney, Jenny 
Wright, Mary Clannside

no v

10 1820 John Lewis Kate 10 s

22 1820 Melchior Graham Eliza Cross & 3 children, Elizabeth, Mary, 
William George

no v

11 1821 Rebecca Stewart Thomas Stewart, Rebecca Murray 10 s

1 1821 Andrew Bogle Aimable 10 s

13 1821 William Smith Cruikshank William Smith Cruikshank, Frances Smith 
Sadler

10 s

20 1821 Rose Roche Richard Hughes no v

12 1821 Rev. F.I.H. Rodrigues de Araeys Marie Noel & son, Alphonse no v

21 1821 Samuel Rogers Ider Brown, Ororo Brown & her 2 children,, 
Colly Brown, Godfrey Brown

10 s

30 1821 Leah Phoinning Sarah Dias Phoinning 10 s

17 1821 John Escoffery John Valleau 10 s

20 1820 Mary Gambel Mary Ann Carter 10 s

14 1821 Bryan Edwards, p attornies. Laetitia £140

24 1821 Eleanor Hughes Willacy Mary 10 s

1 1821 Mary Eliza Davis Leah Ann Thomas 10 s

9 1821 William Rainsford Benjamin Fenby £100

19 1821 Alexander McCallum Ann McCallum no v

29 1821 Mary Taylor Hazzard al William Bartholomew £100

2 1821 Frances Cross Robert Higgins 10 s

29 1820 Charlotte McPherson & others Ann Gylliatt & 7 children, Rosy Ann Gylli-
att, John Anderson, Samuel Anderson, Jean-
nette Anderson, Mary Anderson, James 
Anderson, Robert Anderson

£700

29 1820 Thomas Napier Eleanor al Eleanor Thomas 10 s

? 1820 Gracey Halhead Margian Halhead 10 s

6 1820 Jane Williamson Margaret Williamson £140

21 1821 Patrick McDonnell & wife Mary Watson 10 s

20 1820 Elizabeth Hammond William Hammond 10 s
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April hillings

April hillings

December hillings

February hillings

February

April

April hillings

February alue

May alue

February

March alue

June hillings

May hillings

May hillings

March hillings

November

November alue

November hillings

April hillings

August hillings

January alue

August hillings

May alue

November hillings

April hillings

June hillings

January hillings

Date of
ost of  
emptio
n

21 1821 Jean Baptiste Cadou Jean Baptiste Cadou 10 s

13 1821 Charlotte G. Bullock Kitty Bullock 10 s

23 1820 William Davis Lucretia White 10 s

1 1821 William Grant Elizabeth Thayter & 2 children, James 
Grant, Edward Grant

10 s

1 1821 Exors of Alexander Kinlock accord-
ing to will

Elizabeth Kinlock & child, Helen Kinlock £150

21 1821 Susanna Edwards James Lamb £42

29 1821 William Laws John Harris 10 s

12 1821 Janet Brown Edward Ashley no v

3 1821 Exor Of Adelaide Penaud according 
to will

Adelaide Bethsy no v

14 1821 Milbrough Elrington Power of Attor-
ney

Molly al Mary Spencer 50/-

24 1821 Thomas Nicholson Swigle Frances Millward Hammond no v

8 1820 James Minot Faithful 10 s

13 1821 Hon. James Lee Edward James Lee 10 s

10 1821 Elizabeth Perkins John Dormont 10 s

26 1821 Charles Duke Bailey Sarah Blake, Jane Dawkins, George Dawkins 10 s

22 1820 Stephen Denton Power of Attorney Rachael Harriot £300

10 1821 Louis Horace de Jannon & ux Nerine no v

22 1820 Stephen Denton Power of Attorney John Pool 10 s

18 1820 Andrew White James Gillespie 10 s

5 1820 Mary Field Stevenson Mary Ann Lynch 10 s

24 1820 Samuel Dare William Bell no v

5 1820 William Bonaby Cassander al Susannah, Williams Bonaby 10 s

12 1821 James Smith William Selby no v

11 1820 Ann Barton & others Louisa Phillips Bayley 10 s

3 1821 John Williams Mary 10 s

2 1821 Elizabeth Reid Jennett James 10 s

20 1820 Robert Alexander Jonathan Worrall 10 s
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February

April

April

January

January

March

April

March alue

March

April hillings

April hillings

February

February

January

April alue

November hillings

July hillings

Date of
ost of  
emptio
n

3 1821 Judith Waters Eleanor Tingling Hammonds £33

27 1821 James Johnston Margaret Hay, John Hay £200

11 1821 James Johnston Sappho & 2 children, James Hay, William Hay £260

22 1821 James Hunt Jack al John Sewell £110

27 1821 William Finlay & wife Margaret Johnson £80

30 1821 Robert Thomas Downer Alexander, George, Jane, Sarah, Richard £200

11 1821 Esther Da Costa Cecelia Anderson £32

28 1821 Executor of Lewis Mazel according 
to will

Edmond no v

21 1821 Elizabeth Sarah Ann Taylor Hannah Jones £5

17 1821 William Frankson & al Thomazina Moore 10 s

4 1821 Mary Lewis Henry Bryan 10 s

15 1821 Andrew Arcedeckne Power of Attorney Rebecca Huntington £140

15 1821 Andrew Arcedeckne Power of Attorney Catherine Sim & child, Jessie Grant £260

10 1821 Charles Seymore Cockburn John Burnside £200

6 1821 Jean Baptiste Cadou Julie no v

11 1821 Sarah McQuestin Memory 10 s

15 1829 George Preston William Hunt 10 s
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 A series of inventions important to the development of the cloth industry would be occurring between this 
year and 1830. Roberts developed improvements on the mule. Because this development would have an 
impact on the demand for bales of cotton as a raw material for cloth, it would have an impact on the demand 
for field labor to grow this cotton, and therefore would have consequences in terms of human slavery — and 
in terms of the international slave trade.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: The history of slavery and the slave-
trade after 1820 must be read in the light of the industrial
revolution through which the civilized world passed in the first
half of the nineteenth century. Between the years 1775 and 1825
occurred economic events and changes of the highest importance
and widest influence. Though all branches of industry felt the
impulse of this new industrial life, yet, “if we consider single
industries, cotton manufacture has, during the nineteenth
century, made the most magnificent and gigantic advances.”1708

This fact is easily explained by the remarkable series of
inventions that revolutionized this industry between 1738 and
1830, including Arkwright’s, Watt’s, Compton’s, and
Cartwright’s epoch-making contrivances.1709 The effect which
these inventions had on the manufacture of cotton goods is best
illustrated by the fact that in England, the chief cotton market
of the world, the consumption of raw cotton rose steadily from
13,000 bales in 1781, to 572,000 in 1820, to 871,000 in 1830,
and to 3,366,000 in 1860.1710 Very early, therefore, came the
query whence the supply of raw cotton was to come. Tentative
experiments on the rich, broad fields of the Southern United
States, together with the indispensable invention of Whitney’s
cotton-gin, soon answered this question: a new economic future
was opened up to this land, and immediately the whole South began
to extend its cotton culture, and more and more to throw its
whole energy into this one staple.
Here it was that the fatal mistake of compromising with slavery
in the beginning, and of the policy of laissez-faire pursued
thereafter, became painfully manifest; for, instead now of a

1825

1708. Beer, Geschichte des Welthandels im 19TEN Jahrhundert, II. 67.
1709. A list of these inventions most graphically illustrates this advance: — 
1738, John Jay, fly-shuttle. John Wyatt, spinning by rollers.
1748, Lewis Paul, carding-machine.
1760, Robert Kay, drop-box.
1769, Richard Arkwright, water-frame and throstle. James Watt, steam-engine.
1772, James Lees, improvements on carding-machine.
1775, Richard Arkwright, series of combinations.
1779, Samuel Compton, mule.
1785, Edmund Cartwright, power-loom.
1803-4, Radcliffe and Johnson, dressing-machine.
1817, Roberts, fly-frame.
1818, William Eaton, self-acting frame.
1825-30, Roberts, improvements on mule.
Cf. Baines,  HISTORY OF THE COTTON MANUFACTURE, pages 116-231; Encyclopædia Britannica, 9th ed., article “Cotton.”
1710. Baines,  HISTORY OF THE COTTON MANUFACTURE, page 215. A bale weighed from 375 lbs. to 400 lbs.
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healthy, normal, economic development along proper industrial
lines, we have the abnormal and fatal rise of a slave-labor large
farming system, which, before it was realized, had so
intertwined itself with and braced itself upon the economic
forces of an industrial age, that a vast and terrible civil war
was necessary to displace it. The tendencies to a patriarchal
serfdom, recognizable in the age of Washington and Jefferson,
began slowly but surely to disappear; and in the second quarter
of the century Southern slavery was irresistibly changing from
a family institution to an industrial system.
The development of Southern slavery has heretofore been viewed
so exclusively from the ethical and social standpoint that we
are apt to forget its close and indissoluble connection with the
world’s cotton market. Beginning with 1820, a little after the
close of the Napoleonic wars, when the industry of cotton
manufacture had begun its modern development and the South had
definitely assumed her position as chief producer of raw cotton,
we find the average price of cotton per pound, 8½d. From this
time until 1845 the price steadily fell, until in the latter
year it reached 4d.; the only exception to this fall was in the
years 1832-1839, when, among other things, a strong increase in
the English demand, together with an attempt of the young slave
power to “corner” the market, sent the price up as high as 11d.
The demand for cotton goods soon outran a crop which McCullough
had pronounced “prodigious,” and after 1845 the price started
on a steady rise, which, except for the checks suffered during
the continental revolutions and the Crimean War, continued until
1860.1711 The steady increase in the production of cotton
explains the fall in price down to 1845. In 1822 the crop was a
half-million bales; in 1831, a million; in 1838, a million and
a half; and in 1840-1843, two million. By this time the world’s
consumption of cotton goods began to increase so rapidly that,
in spite of the increase in Southern crops, the price kept
rising. Three million bales were gathered in 1852, three and a
half million in 1856, and the remarkable crop of five million
bales in 1860.1712

Here we have data to explain largely the economic development
of the South. By 1822 the large-plantation slave system had
gained footing; in 1838-1839 it was able to show its power in
the cotton “corner;” by the end of the next decade it had not
only gained a solid economic foundation, but it had built a
closed oligarchy with a political policy. The changes in price
during the next few years drove out of competition many
survivors of the small-farming free-labor system, and put the
slave régime in position to dictate the policy of the nation. The
zenith of the system and the first inevitable signs of decay
came in the years 1850-1860, when the rising price of cotton
threw the whole economic energy of the South into its
cultivation, leading to a terrible consumption of soil and
slaves, to a great increase in the size of plantations, and to
increasing power and effrontery on the part of the slave barons.

1711. The prices cited are from Newmarch and Tooke, and refer to the London market. The average price in 1855-60 was about 7d.
1712. From United States census reports.
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Finally, when a rising moral crusade conjoined with threatened
economic disaster, the oligarchy, encouraged by the state of the
cotton market, risked all on a political coup-d’état, which failed
in the war of 1861-1865.1713

 January: The stone Richmond Bridge, Australia’s oldest existing bridge, built by convict labor, opened for 
traffic over the Coal River on Van Diemen’s Land.

A negrero flying the Spanish flag (as shown below), the Constante, master unknown, on its one and only 
known Middle Passage, delivered a cargo of 500 enslaved Africans at the port of Trinidad.1714

 February 16, Wednesday: Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: 
“Report of the Committee to whom was referred so much of the President’s Message, of the 7th of December 
last, as relates to the Suppression of the Slave Trade.” –HOUSE REPORTS, 18 Cong. 2 sess. I. No. 70 (Report 
favoring the treaty of 1824.)

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: A somewhat more sincere and determined
effort to enforce the slave-trade laws now followed; and yet it
is a significant fact that not until Lincoln’s administration
did a slave-trader suffer death for violating the laws of the
United States. The participation of Americans in the trade

1713. Cf. United States census reports; and Olmsted, THE COTTON KINGDOM.

THE MIDDLE PASSAGE
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continued, declining somewhat between 1825 and 1830, and then
reviving, until it reached its highest activity between 1840 and
1860. The development of a vast internal slave-trade, and the
consequent rise in the South of vested interests strongly
opposed to slave smuggling, led to a falling off in the illicit
introduction of Negroes after 1825, until the fifties;
nevertheless, smuggling never entirely ceased, and large numbers
were thus added to the plantations of the Gulf States.
Monroe had various constitutional scruples as to the execution
of the Act of 1819;1715 but, as Congress took no action, he at
last put a fair interpretation on his powers, and appointed
Samuel Bacon as an agent in Africa to form a settlement for
recaptured Africans. Gradually the agency thus formed became
merged with that of the Colonization Society on Cape Mesurado;
and from this union Liberia was finally evolved.1716

Meantime, during the years 1818 to 1820, the activity of the
slave-traders was prodigious. General James Tallmadge declared
in the House, February 15, 1819: “Our laws are already highly
penal against their introduction, and yet, it is a well known
fact, that about fourteen thousand slaves have been brought into
our country this last year.”1717 In the same year Middleton of
South Carolina and Wright of Virginia estimated illicit
introduction at 13,000 and 15,000 respectively.1718 Judge Story,
in charging a jury, took occasion to say: “We have but too many
proofs from unquestionable sources, that it [the slave-trade]
is still carried on with all the implacable rapacity of former
times. Avarice has grown more subtle in its evasions, and
watches and seizes its prey with an appetite quickened rather

1714. Clearly, there’s a terminology problem here. In an effort to resolve this terminology issue, at the Republican National 
Convention in New York during August 2004 –at which the Republican Party would for four days make an effort to strip from its 
face its mask of hostility to the plight of the downtrodden and reveal its true countenance of benevolent conservatism and concern– 
these people would be sensitively referred to by a Hoosier Republican running for the US Senate as “involuntary immigrants.”

So, perhaps, this is a good point at which to insert a story about involuntary immigrants that has been passed on to us by Ram 
Varmha, a retired IBM engineer whose father had briefly served as Maharaja after the independence of Cochin. He relates the story 
as narrated to him by his paternal grandmother who lived in Thripoonithura, Cochin: “When my grandmother (born 1882) was a 
young girl she would go with the elder ladies of the family to the Pazhayannur Devi Temple in Fort Cochin, next to the Cochin 
Lantha Palace built by the Dutch (Landers = Lantha), which was an early establishment of the Cochin royal family before the 
administration moved to Thripoonithura. My grandmother often told us that in the basement of the Lantha Palace, in a confined 
area, a family of Africans had been kept locked up, as in a zoo! By my Grandmother’s time all the Africans had died. But, some of 
the elder ladies had narrated the story to her of ‘Kappiries’ (Africans) kept in captivity there. It seems visitors would give them fruits 
and bananas. They were well cared for but always kept in confinement. My grandmother did not know all the details but according 
to her, ‘many’ years earlier, a ship having broken its mast drifted into the old Cochin harbor. When the locals climbed aboard, they 
found a crewless ship, but in the hold there were some chained ‘Kappiries’ still alive; others having perished. The locals did not 
know what to do with them. Not understanding their language and finding the Africans in chains, the locals thought that these were 
dangerous to set free. So they herded the poor Africans into the basement of the Cochin Fort, and held them in captivity, for many, 
many years! I have no idea when the initial incident happened, but I presume it took place in the late 1700s or early 1800s. This 
points to the possibility that it was, in fact, a slave ship carrying human cargo from East Africa to either the USA or the West Indies. 
An amazing and rather bizarre story. Incidentally, this is not an ‘old woman's tale’! Its quite reliable. My grandmother would identify 
some of the older ladies who had actually seen the surviving Kappiries.”
1715. Attorney-General Wirt advised him, October, 1819, that no part of the appropriation could be used to purchase land in Africa 
or tools for the Negroes, or as salary for the agent: OPINIONS OF ATTORNEYS-GENERAL, I. 314-7. Monroe laid the case before 
Congress in a special message Dec. 20, 1819 (HOUSE JOURNAL, 16th Congress 1st session, page 57); but no action was taken there.
1716. Cf. Kendall’s Report, August, 1830: SENATE DOCUMENT, 21st Congress 2d session, I. No. 1, pages 211-8; also see below, 
Chapter X.
1717. Speech in the House of Representatives, Feb. 15, 1819, page 18; published in Boston, 1849.
1718. Jay, INQUIRY INTO AMERICAN COLONIZATION (1838), page 59, note.
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than suppressed by its guilty vigils. American citizens are
steeped to their very mouths (I can hardly use too bold a figure)
in this stream of iniquity.”1719 The following year, 1820,
brought some significant statements from various members of
Congress. Said Smith of South Carolina: “Pharaoh was, for his
temerity, drowned in the Red Sea, in pursuing them [the
Israelites] contrary to God’s express will; but our Northern
friends have not been afraid even of that, in their zeal to
furnish the Southern States with Africans. They are better
seamen than Pharaoh, and calculate by that means to elude the
vigilance of Heaven; which they seem to disregard, if they can
but elude the violated laws of their country.”1720 As late as May
he saw little hope of suppressing the traffic.1721 Sergeant of
Pennsylvania declared: “It is notorious that, in spite of the
utmost vigilance that can be employed, African negroes are
clandestinely brought in and sold as slaves.”1722 Plumer of New
Hampshire stated that “of the unhappy beings, thus in violation
of all laws transported to our shores, and thrown by force into
the mass of our black population, scarcely one in a hundred is
ever detected by the officers of the General Government, in a
part of the country, where, if we are to believe the statement
of Governor Rabun, ‘an officer who would perform his duty, by
attempting to enforce the law [against the slave trade] is, by
many, considered as an officious meddler, and treated with
derision and contempt;’ ... I have been told by a gentleman, who
has attended particularly to this subject, that ten thousand
slaves were in one year smuggled into the United States; and
that, even for the last year, we must count the number not by
hundreds, but by thousands.”1723 In 1821 a committee of Congress
characterized prevailing methods as those “of the grossest fraud
that could be practised to deceive the officers of
government.”1724 Another committee, in 1822, after a careful
examination of the subject, declare that they “find it
impossible to measure with precision the effect produced upon
the American branch of the slave trade by the laws above
mentioned, and the seizures under them. They are unable to
state, whether those American merchants, the American capital
and seamen which heretofore aided in this traffic, have
abandoned it altogether, or have sought shelter under the flags
of other nations.” They then state the suspicious circumstance
that, with the disappearance of the American flag from the
traffic, “the trade, notwithstanding, increases annually, under
the flags of other nations.” They complain of the spasmodic
efforts of the executive. They say that the first United States
cruiser arrived on the African coast in March, 1820, and
remained a “few weeks;” that since then four others had in two
years made five visits in all; but “since the middle of last

1719. Quoted in Friends’ FACTS AND OBSERVATIONS ON THE SLAVE TRADE (ed. 1841), pages 7-8.
1720. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 16th Congress 1st session, pages 270-1.
1721. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 16th Congress 1st session, page 698.
1722. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 16th Congress 1st session, page 1207.
1723. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 16th Congress 1st session, page 1433.
1724. Referring particularly to the case of the slaver “Plattsburg.” Cf. HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress 1st session, II. No. 92, page 
10.
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November, the commencement of the healthy season on that coast,
no vessel has been, nor, as your committee is informed, is, under
orders for that service.”1725 The United States African agent,
Ayres, reported in 1823: “I was informed by an American officer
who had been on the coast in 1820, that he had boarded 20
American vessels in one morning, lying in the port of Gallinas,
and fitted for the reception of slaves. It is a lamentable fact,
that most of the harbours, between the Senegal and the line,
were visited by an equal number of American vessels, and for the
sole purpose of carrying away slaves. Although for some years
the coast had been occasionally visited by our cruizers, their
short stay and seldom appearance had made but slight impression
on those traders, rendered hardy by repetition of crime, and
avaricious by excessive gain. They were enabled by a regular
system to gain intelligence of any cruizer being on the
coast.”1726

Even such spasmodic efforts bore abundant fruit, and indicated
what vigorous measures might have accomplished. Between May,
1818, and November, 1821, nearly six hundred Africans were
recaptured and eleven American slavers taken.1727 Such measures
gradually changed the character of the trade, and opened the
international phase of the question. American slavers cleared
for foreign ports, there took a foreign flag and papers, and
then sailed boldly past American cruisers, although their real
character was often well known. More stringent clearance laws
and consular instructions might have greatly reduced this
practice; but nothing was ever done, and gradually the laws
became in large measure powerless to deal with the bulk of the
illicit trade. In 1820, September 16, a British officer, in his
official report, declares that, in spite of United States laws,
“American vessels, American subjects, and American capital, are
unquestionably engaged in the trade, though under other colours
and in disguise.”1728 The United States ship “Cyane” at one time
reported ten captures within a few days, adding: “Although they
are evidently owned by Americans, they are so completely covered
by Spanish papers that it is impossible to condemn them.”1729 The
governor of Sierra Leone reported the rivers Nunez and Pongas
full of renegade European and American slave-traders;1730 the
trade was said to be carried on “to an extent that almost
staggers belief.”1731 Down to 1824 or 1825, reports from all

1725. HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress 1st session, II. No. 92, page 2. The President had in his message spoken in exhilarating tones 
of the success of the government in suppressing the trade. The House Committee appointed in pursuance of this passage made the 
above report. Their conclusions are confirmed by British reports: PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1822, Vol. XXII., SLAVE TRADE, 
Further Papers, III. page 44. So, too, in 1823, Ashmun, the African agent, reports that thousands of slaves are being abducted.
1726. Ayres to the Secretary of the Navy, Feb. 24, 1823; reprinted in FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE (1824), page 
31.
1727. HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress 1st session, II. No. 92, pages 5-6. The slavers were the “Ramirez,” “Endymion,” 
“Esperanza,” “Plattsburg,” “Science,” “Alexander,” “Eugene,” “Mathilde,” “Daphne,” “Eliza,” and “La Pensée.” In these 573 
Africans were taken. The naval officers were greatly handicapped by the size of the ships, etc. (cf. FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN 
SLAVE-TRADE (1824), pages 33-41). They nevertheless acted with great zeal.
1728. PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1821, Vol. XXIII., SLAVE TRADE, Further Papers, A, page 76. The names and description of a 
dozen or more American slavers are given: PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1821, Vol. XXIII., SLAVE TRADE, Further Papers, A, pages 
18-21.
1729. HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress 1st session, II. No. 92, pages 15-20.
1730. HOUSE DOCUMENT, 18th Congress 1st session, VI. No. 119, page 13.
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quarters prove this activity in slave-trading.
The execution of the laws within the country exhibits grave
defects and even criminal negligence. Attorney-General Wirt
finds it necessary to assure collectors, in 1819, that “it is
against public policy to dispense with prosecutions for
violation of the law to prohibit the Slave trade.”1732 One
district attorney writes: “It appears to be almost impossible
to enforce the laws of the United States against offenders after
the negroes have been landed in the state.”1733 Again, it is
asserted that “when vessels engaged in the slave trade have been
detained by the American cruizers, and sent into the slave-
holding states, there appears at once a difficulty in securing
the freedom to these captives which the laws of the United States
have decreed for them.”1734 In some cases, one man would smuggle
in the Africans and hide them in the woods; then his partner
would “rob” him, and so all trace be lost.1735 Perhaps 350
Africans were officially reported as brought in contrary to law
from 1818 to 1820: the absurdity of this figure is apparent.1736

A circular letter to the marshals, in 1821, brought reports of
only a few well-known cases, like that of the “General Ramirez;”
the marshal of Louisiana had “no information.”1737

There appears to be little positive evidence of a large illicit
importation into the country for a decade after 1825. It is
hardly possible, however, considering the activity in the trade,
that slaves were not largely imported. Indeed, when we note how
the laws were continually broken in other respects, absence of
evidence of petty smuggling becomes presumptive evidence that
collusive or tacit understanding of officers and citizens
allowed the trade to some extent.1738 Finally, it must be noted
that during all this time scarcely a man suffered for
participating in the trade, beyond the loss of the Africans and,
more rarely, of his ship. Red-handed slavers, caught in the act
and convicted, were too often, like La Coste of South Carolina,
the subjects of executive clemency.1739 In certain cases there
were those who even had the effrontery to ask Congress to cancel
their own laws. For instance, in 1819 a Venezuelan privateer,
secretly fitted out and manned by Americans in Baltimore,
succeeded in capturing several American, Portuguese, and Spanish
slavers, and appropriating the slaves; being finally wrecked
herself, she transferred her crew and slaves to one of her
prizes, the “Antelope,” which was eventually captured by a
United States cruiser and the 280 Africans sent to Georgia.
After much litigation, the United States Supreme Court ordered
those captured from Spaniards to be surrendered, and the others

1731. PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1823, Vol. XVIII., SLAVE TRADE, Further Papers, A, pages 10-11.
1732. OPINIONS OF ATTORNEYS-GENERAL, V. 717.
1733. R.W. Habersham to the Secretary of the Navy, August, 1821; reprinted in FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE 
(1824), page 47.
1734. FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE (1824), page 42.
1735. FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE (1824), page 43.
1736. Cf. above, pages 126-7.
1737. FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE (1824), page 42.
1738. A few accounts of captures here and there would make the matter less suspicious; these, however, do not occur. How large 
this suspected illicit traffic was, it is of course impossible to say; there is no reason why it may not have reached many hundreds per 
year.
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to be returned to Africa. By some mysterious process, only 139
Africans now remained, 100 of whom were sent to Africa. The
Spanish claimants of the remaining thirty-nine sold them to a
certain Mr. Wilde, who gave bond to transport them out of the
country. Finally, in December, 1827, there came an innocent
petition to Congress to cancel this bond.1740 A bill to that effect
passed and was approved, May 2, 1828,1741 and in consequence
these Africans remained as slaves in Georgia.
On the whole, it is plain that, although in the period from 1807
to 1820 Congress laid down broad lines of legislation
sufficient, save in some details, to suppress the African slave
trade to America, yet the execution of these laws was criminally
lax. Moreover, by the facility with which slavers could disguise
their identity, it was possible for them to escape even a
vigorous enforcement of our laws. This situation could properly
be met only by energetic and sincere international co-
operation....1742

 February 21, Monday: Charles Wesley Slack was born in Boston. Although named of course in honor of a 
famous author of Methodist hymns, early in life he would become a Unitarian.

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts granted a charter to Amherst College.

A proposed treaty between the United States of America and the United States of Colombia for the suppression 
of the international slave trade was sent by the federal administrative branch to the US Senate (which would 
reject said treaty).

1739. Cf. editorial in Niles’s Register, XXII. 114. Cf. also the following instances of pardons: — 
PRESIDENT JEFFERSON: March 1, 1808, Phillip M. Topham, convicted for “carrying on an illegal slave-trade” (pardoned twice). 
PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, I. 146, 148-9.
PRESIDENT MADISON: July 29, 1809, 15 vessels arrived at New Orleans from Cuba, with 666 white persons and 683 negroes. 
Every penalty incurred under the Act of 1807 was remitted. (Note: “Several other pardons of this nature were granted.”) PARDONS 
AND REMISSIONS, I. 179.
Nov. 8, 1809, John Hopkins and Lewis Le Roy, convicted for importing a slave. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, I. 184-5.
Feb. 12, 1810, William Sewall, convicted for importing slaves. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, I. 194, 235, 240.
May 5, 1812, William Babbit, convicted for importing slaves. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, I. 248.
PRESIDENT MONROE: June 11, 1822, Thomas Shields, convicted for bringing slaves into New Orleans. PARDONS AND 
REMISSIONS, IV. 15.
Aug. 24, 1822, J.F. Smith, sentenced to five years’ imprisonment and $3000 fine; served twenty-five months and was then pardoned. 
PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 22.
July 23, 1823, certain parties liable to penalties for introducing slaves into Alabama. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 63.
Aug. 15, 1823, owners of schooner “Mary,” convicted of importing slaves. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 66.
PRESIDENT J.Q. ADAMS: March 4, 1826, Robert Perry; his ship was forfeited for slave-trading. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 
140.
Jan. 17, 1827, Jesse Perry; forfeited ship, and was convicted for introducing slaves. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 158.
Feb. 13, 1827, Zenas Winston; incurred penalties for slave-trading. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 161. The four following cases 
are similar to that of Winston: — 
Feb. 24, 1827, John Tucker and William Morbon. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 162.
March 25, 1828, Joseph Badger. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 192.
Feb. 19, 1829, L.R. Wallace. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 215.
PRESIDENT JACKSON: Five cases. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 225, 270, 301, 393, 440.
The above cases were taken from manuscript copies of the Washington records, made by Mr. W.C. Endicott, Jr., and kindly loaned 
me.
1740. See SENATE JOURNAL, 20th Congress 1st session, pages 60, 66, 340, 341, 343, 348, 352, 355; HOUSE JOURNAL, 20th Congress 
1st session, pages 59, 76, 123, 134, 156, 169, 173, 279, 634, 641, 646, 647, 688, 692.
1741. STATUTES AT LARGE, VI. 376.
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 February 26, Saturday: The Supreme Court of the United States finally heard the case of the captured negrero 
Antelope and its human cargo (and this is the very 1st time that it has needed to react to the African slave trade, 
and the presentation would require until March 3d). Attorney General William Wirt and attorney Francis Scott 
Key argued on behalf of the United States of America while Savannah attorney and US Senator-elect John 
Macpherson Berrien argued on behalf of Spain and Charles Jared Ingersoll argued on behalf of Portugal.

CHANGE IS ETERNITY, STASIS A FIGMENT

 February 28, Monday: Grace Kennedy died. She left an unfinished manuscript which would immediately be 
published as PHILIP COLVILLE: OR, A COVENANTER’S STORY. UNFINISHED. (Edinburgh: Published by W. 
Oliphant, 22, South Bridge; and sold by M. Ogle, and Chalmers & Collins, Glasgow; J. Finlay, Newcastle; 
Beilby & Knotts, Birmingham; J. Hatchard & Son, Hamilton, Adams & Co. J. Nisbet, J. Duncan, B.J. 
Holdsworth, and F. Westley, London; and R.M. Tims, and W. Curry, Jun. & Co. Dublin).

Two songs by Franz Schubert to words of Schiller were published by Cappi, Vienna as his op.37: Der Pilgrim, 
and Der Alpenjager.

A treaty between the United Kingdom and Russia set their boundary in North America.

A benefit was held by Jonathan Stevenson, a Tammany boss, Freemason, and a proprietor of the Chatham 
Garden Theatre in New-York, for the benefit of Anne Royall. Royall had been traveling through the east trying 
to raise money and find a publisher for her book(s). The benefit gave her the large sum (no irony intended) of 
$180.

When Representative Mercer of the US House of Representatives proposed a resolution in regard to the slave-
trade, his colleagues refused to consider it (HOUSE JOURNAL, 18th Congress, 2d session, page 280; Gales and 
Seaton, REGISTER OF DEBATES, I. 697, 736):

Resolved, That the President of the United States be requested to
enter upon, and prosecute from time to time, such negotiations
with the several maritime powers of Europe and America, as he
may deem expedient for the effectual abolition of the slave

1742. Among interesting minor proceedings in this period were two Senate bills to register slaves so as to prevent illegal 
importation. They were both dropped in the House; a House proposition to the same effect also came to nothing: SENATE JOURNAL, 
15th Congress 1st session, pages 147, 152, 157, 165, 170, 188, 201, 203, 232, 237; 15th Congress 2d session, pages 63, 74, 77, 202, 
207, 285, 291, 297; HOUSE JOURNAL, 15th Congress 1st session, page 332; 15th Congress 2d session, pages 303, 305, 316; 16th 
Congress 1st session, page 150. Another proposition was contained in the Meigs resolution presented to the House, Feb. 5, 1820, 
which proposed to devote the public lands to the suppression of the slave-trade. This was ruled out of order. It was presented again 
and laid on the table in 1821: HOUSE JOURNAL, 16th Congress 1st session, pages 196, 200, 227; 16th Congress 2d session, page 238.

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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trade, and its ultimate denunciation, as piracy, under the law
of nations, by the consent of the civilized world.

 March: A negrero flying the Spanish flag (as shown below), the Iris, master unknown, on one of its three 
known Middle Passage voyages, out of Sao Tome carrying a cargo of 317 enslaved Africans, arrived at 
Matanzas, Cuba.

 March 3, Thursday: Franz Schubert’s song Die junge Nonne D.828 to words of Craigher de Jachelutta was 
performed for the initial time, in the Vienna home of the singer, Sophie Muller.

John Holland or Holloran, who had killed watchman Jonathan Houghton on December 12, 1825 on State 
Street, was hanged in Boston.

The Federal government gave support to the Chesapeake and Delaware Canal.

US Representative Forsythe proposed that the federal House of Representatives restrict the possibility of other 
nations boarding and searching US commercial vessels in a search for slave cargo. His resolution was laid on 
the table — that is, it would be ignored.

“Resolved, That while this House anxiously desires that the Slave
Trade should be, universally, denounced as Piracy, and, as such,
should be detected and punished under the law of nations, it
considers that it would be highly inexpedient to enter into

THE MIDDLE PASSAGE
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engagements with any foreign power, by which all the merchant
vessels of the United States would be exposed to the
inconveniences of any regulation of search, from which any
merchant vessels of that foreign power would be exempted.”
Resolution laid on the table. HOUSE JOURNAL, 18th Congress, 2d
session, pages 308-9; Gales and Seaton, REGISTER OF DEBATES, I.
739.

 March 9, Wednesday: Anna Laetitia Aikin Barbauld died at the age of 82. She would be interred next to the 
grave of her husband the Reverend Rochemont Barbauld in the Presbyterian Chapel Cemetery in Newington 
Green.

A proposed treaty between the United States of America and the United States of Colombia for the suppression 
of the international slave trade was rejected by the US Senate (AMERICAN STATE PAPERS, FOREIGN, V. 729-
35).

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: England did not, however, lose hope of
gaining some concession from the United States. Another House
committee had, in 1822, reported that the only method of
suppressing the trade was by granting a Right of Search.1743 The
House agreed, February 28, 1823, to request the President to
enter into negotiations with the maritime powers of Europe to
denounce the slave-trade as piracy; an amendment “that we agree
to a qualified right of search” was, however, lost.1744 Meantime,
the English minister was continually pressing the matter upon
Adams, who proposed in turn to denounce the trade as piracy.
Canning agreed to this, but only on condition that it be piracy
under the Law of Nations and not merely by statute law. Such an
agreement, he said, would involve a Right of Search for its
enforcement; he proposed strictly to limit and define this
right, to allow captured ships to be tried in their own courts,
and not to commit the United States in any way to the question
of the belligerent Right of Search. Adams finally sent a draft
of a proposed treaty to England, and agreed to recognize the
slave-traffic “as piracy under the law of nations, namely: that,
although seizable by the officers and authorities of every
nation, they should be triable only by the tribunals of the
country of the slave trading vessel.”1745

Rush presented this project to the government in January 1824.
England agreed to all the points insisted on by the United
States; viz., that she herself should denounce the trade as
piracy; that slavers should be tried in their own country; that
the captor should be laid under the most effective
responsibility for his conduct; and that vessels under convoy
of a ship of war of their own country should be exempt from
search. In addition, England demanded that citizens of either
country captured under the flag of a third power should be sent

1743. HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress 1st session, II. No. 92.
1744. HOUSE JOURNAL, 17th Congress 2d session, pages 212, 280; ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 17th Congress 2d session, pages 922, 
1147-1155.
1745. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1823-4, pages 409-21; 1824-5, pages 828-47; AMERICAN STATE PAPERS, FOREIGN, V. 
No. 371, pages 333-7.

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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home for trial, and that citizens of either country chartering
vessels of a third country should come under these
stipulations.1746

This convention was laid before the Senate April 30, 1824, but
was not acted upon until May 21, when it was so amended as to
make it terminable at six months’ notice. The same day,
President Monroe, “apprehending, from the delay in the decision,
that some difficulty exists,” sent a special message to the
Senate, giving at length the reasons for signing the treaty, and
saying that “should this Convention be adopted, there is every
reason to believe, that it will be the commencement of a system
destined to accomplish the entire Abolition of the Slave Trade.”
It was, however, a time of great political pot-boiling, and
consequently an unfortunate occasion to ask senators to settle
any great question. A systematic attack, led by Johnson of
Louisiana, was made on all the vital provisions of the treaty:
the waters of America were excepted from its application, and
those of the West Indies barely escaped exception; the provision
which, perhaps, aimed the deadliest blow at American slave-trade
interests was likewise struck out; namely, the application of
the Right of Search to citizens chartering the vessels of a third
nation.1747

The convention thus mutilated was not signed by England, who
demanded as the least concession the application of the Right
of Search to American waters. Meantime the United States had
invited nearly all nations to denounce the trade as piracy; and
the President, the Secretary of the Navy, and a House committee
had urgently favored the granting of the Right of Search. The
bad faith of Congress, however, in the matter of the Colombian
treaty broke off for a time further negotiations with
England.1748

 March 16, Wednesday: The Supreme Court of the United States issued its judgment in regard to the captured 
negrero Antelope and its human cargo. Chief Justice John Marshall assailed the slave trade but admitted that 
because it was still legal in Spain and Portugal, those countries could lay legitimate claim to some of the 
enslaved Africans. He considered, however, that Portugal had failed to make its case for possession of any of 
the Africans, and that the Spanish claims could be for a maximum of only 93. The remainder, the chief justice 
indicated, must be set at liberty and deported to Liberia.

1746. AMERICAN STATE PAPERS, FOREIGN, V. No. 371, pages 333-7.
1747. AMERICAN STATE PAPERS, FOREIGN, V., No. 374, page 344 ff., No. 379, pages 360-2.
1748. HOUSE REPORTS, 18th Congress 2d session, I. No. 70; AMERICAN STATE PAPERS, FOREIGN, V. No. 379, pages 364-5, No. 
414, page 783, etc. Among the nations invited by the United States to co-operate in suppressing the trade was the United States of 
Colombia. Mr. Anderson, our minister, expressed “the certain belief that the Republic of Colombia will not permit herself to be 
behind any Government in the civilized world in the adoption of energetic measures for the suppression of this disgraceful traffic”: 
AMERICAN STATE PAPERS, FOREIGN, V, No. 407, page 729. The little republic replied courteously; and, as a projet for a treaty, Mr. 
Anderson offered the proposed English treaty of 1824, including the Senate amendments. Nevertheless, the treaty thus agreed to 
was summarily rejected by the Senate, March 9, 1825: AMERICAN STATE PAPERS, FOREIGN, V, No. 407, page 735. Another result 
of this general invitation of the United States was a proposal by Colombia that the slave-trade and the status of Hayti be among the 
subjects for discussion at the Panama Congress. As a result of this, a Senate committee recommended that the United States take no 
part in the Congress. This report was finally disagreed to by a vote of 19 to 24: AMERICAN STATE PAPERS, FOREIGN, V, No. 423, 
pages 837, 860, 876, 882.

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY

HDT WHAT? INDEX
 April: A negrero flying the Spanish flag (as shown below), the Anfitrite, master Mayor, C.D., on its first of 
two known Middle Passages, out of an unknown area of Africa, arrived at the port of Havana.
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This was engraved in 1858.
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The cargo of 255 relocated Africans must have been pleased to learn that they were going to be allowed to live 
for the rest of their lives in such a peaceful, prosperous tropical paradise of leisure and gentility! (In the above 
engraving prepared in 1858, we can see what may be one of their descendants in the left foreground, whiling 
away his afternoon in the digging of a hole.)

THE MIDDLE PASSAGE

RACE SLAVERY
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A painting....:In “Barco Negrero” in 1976, Manuel Mendive used the X-ray vision of an artist to depict the contents of the interior decks of a slaver vessel.
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 May: A negrero flying the Spanish flag (as shown below), the Barbarita, master Blanco, P., on its one and 
only known Middle Passage, delivered a cargo of 190 enslaved Africans at a port of Cuba.

THE MIDDLE PASSAGE
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 June: A negrero flying the Spanish flag (as shown below), the Dorotea, master Gardullo, J., on its one and 
only known Middle Passage, delivering a cargo of 352 enslaved Africans, arrived at a port of Cuba.

THE MIDDLE PASSAGE
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 July: A negrero flying the Spanish flag (as shown below), the Atrevida, master Herrera, J.A., on its one and 
only known Middle Passage, delivered a cargo of 380 enslaved Africans at a port of Cuba.

THE MIDDLE PASSAGE
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 August: A negrero flying the Spanish flag (as shown below), the Alerta, master unknown, on 1 of its 4 known 
Middle Passage voyages, out of an unknown area of Africa with a cargo of 450 enslaved Africans, arrived at 
the port of Cabanas in Cuba.
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 September: By this point the “Egyptian Hall” in Piccadilly that had in 1821 inspired Edward William Lane to 
take up the study of Arabic had passed on to displays about other exotic climes (such as Mexico). Lane landed 
in Alexandria and soon went on to Cairo. He would remain in Egypt for some two and a half years, using his 
language skill and mingling with the locals. He dressed as a Turk since the Ottoman Empire was then dominant 
in the region, and took notes of everything he saw and heard. In Old Cairo, he lived near Bab al-Hadid and 
studied Arabic, among others, with Sheikh Muhammad ’Ayyad al-Tantawi (1810-1861), who would later be 
invited to teach at Saint Petersburg, Russia.

A negrero flying the Spanish flag (as shown below), the Iris, master Echevarria, M.S., on one of its three 
known Middle Passage voyages, came out of an unknown area of Africa with a cargo of 350 enslaved Africans 
toward Cuba.

LIFE IS LIVED FORWARD BUT UNDERSTOOD BACKWARD?
— NO, THAT’S GIVING TOO MUCH TO THE HISTORIAN’S STORIES. 

THE MIDDLE PASSAGE
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LIFE ISN’T TO BE UNDERSTOOD EITHER FORWARD OR BACKWARD.

xxxxxxxxxx “Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project
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 December: Supreme Court Justice William Johnson and US District Court Judge Jeremiah Touche Cuyler, 
sitting as a circuit court of two in Savannah, were unable to decide which Africans in the cargo of the captured 
negrero Antelope were to be set at liberty and which were to remain property –hey, these are after all human 
beings so we cannot merely do an eeny-meeny-miny-moe– once again stalling resolution of the case.

Four negreros flying the Spanish flag (as shown below), the Anfitrite, master J. Seton, on the 2d of its 2 known 
Middle Passages, the Conquistador, master Juan Sandrino, and the Anibal and Buenaventura, masters 
unknown (these 3 on their only known Middle Passage), out of unknown areas of Africa with cargos 
respectively of 180, 525, 243, and 243 enslaved Africans, arrived in Cuban waters.

In Edgecomb County, North Carolina, some folks had somehow fallen victim to wishful thinking, and had 
somehow come to the belief that the federal government of the United States of America was freeing them 
from their enslavement (local authorities would manage to persuade them that such was not the case).

THE TASK OF THE HISTORIAN IS TO CREATE HINDSIGHT WHILE 
INTERCEPTING ANY ILLUSION OF FORESIGHT. NOTHING A HUMAN CAN 

SEE CAN EVER BE SEEN AS IF THROUGH THE EYE OF GOD.
IN A BOOK THAT IS SUPPOSED TO BE ABOUT HISTORY, ISSUED BY 

THE MIDDLE PASSAGE
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RANDOM HOUSE IN 2016, I FIND THE PHRASE “LOOKED UPON FROM 
THE BIRD’S-EYE VIEW OF HISTORY, ....” ONLY A MERE STORYTELLER, 

NEVER A HISTORIAN, COULD HAVE PENNED SUCH A PHRASE — 
BECAUSE NO BIRD HAS EVER FLOWN OVER HISTORY.

 December 2, Friday: Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: “Report of 
the Secretary of the Navy.” –HOUSE DOCUMENT, 19 Cong. 1 sess. I. No. 1. p. 98.ì

 December 6, Tuesday: President John Quincy Adams’s message to the federal Congress.

“The objects of the West India Squadron have been, to carry into
execution the laws for the suppression of the African Slave
Trade: for the protection of our commerce against vessels of
piratical character.... These objects, during the present year,
have been accomplished more effectually than at any former
period. The African Slave Trade has long been excluded from the
use of our flag; and if some few citizens of our country have
continued to set the laws of the Union, as well as those of
nature and humanity, at defiance, by persevering in that
abominable traffic, it has been only by sheltering themselves
under the banners of other nations, less earnest for the total
extinction of the trade than ours.” HOUSE JOURNAL, 19th Congress,
1st session, pages 20, 96, 296-7, 305, 323, 329, 394-5, 399,
410, 414, 421, 451, 640.

 December 27, Tuesday: Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: “Slave 
Trade: Message from the President ... communicating Correspondence with Great Britain in relation to the 
Convention for Suppressing the Slave Trade.” –HOUSE DOCUMENT, 19 Cong. 1 sess. I. No. 16.
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 When the negrero Fell’s Point attempted to land new black slaves in the United States, the slaves were seized 
(AMERICAN STATE PAPERS, NAVAL AFFAIRS, II, No. 319, page 751).

Amelia Opie’s THE BLACK MAN’S LAMENT; OR HOW TO MAKE SUGAR was issued in London by Harvey & 
Darton (on the following screen).

 February 6, Monday: Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: 
“Appropriation — Slave Trade: Report of the Committee of Ways and Means on the subject of the estimate of 
appropriations for the service of the year 1826.” –HOUSE REPORTS, 19 Cong. 1 sess. I. No. 65. (Contains report 
of the Secretary of the Navy and account of expenditures for the African station.)

Nathaniel Gordon was born, almost certainly in Portland, Maine (although, as part of the effort to save him 
from being hanged as an American slavetrader, his attorney would try to make out that he had been born in 
England and was not, therefore, subject to US law). He was a descendant of white people who had arrived at 
Plymouth aboard the Fortune in 1621.

 February 14, Tuesday: Representative Forsyth proposed that the US House of Representatives modify the 
nation’s policy toward Liberia — so as not to spend so much money “to support the negroes.” His proposal 
was read and then laid on the table.

1. “Resolved, That it is expedient to repeal so much of the act
of the 3d March, 1819, entitled, ‘An act in addition to the acts
prohibiting the slave trade,’ as provides for the appointment
of agents on the coast of Africa.

2. “Resolved, That it is expedient so to modify the said act of
the 3d of March, 1819, as to release the United States from all
obligation to support the negroes already removed to the coast
of Africa, and to provide for such a disposition of those taken
in slave ships who now are in, or who may be, hereafter, brought
into the United States, as shall secure to them a fair

1826

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE

SWEETS

WITHOUT

SLAVERY
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opportunity of obtaining a comfortable subsistence, without any
aid from the public treasury.” HOUSE JOURNAL, 19th Congress, 1st
session, page 258.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: With the North as yet unawakened to the
great changes taking place in the South, and with the attitude
of the South thus in process of development, little or no
constructive legislation could be expected on the subject of the
slave-trade. As the divergence in sentiment became more and more
pronounced, there were various attempts at legislation, all of
which proved abortive. The pro-slavery party attempted, as early
as 1826, and again in 1828, to abolish the African agency and
leave the Africans practically at the mercy of the States;1749

one or two attempts were made to relax the few provisions which
restrained the coastwise trade;1750 and, after the treaty of
1842, Benton proposed to stop appropriations for the African
squadron until England defined her position on the Right of
Search question.1751 The anti-slavery men presented several
bills to amend and strengthen previous laws;1752 they sought, for
instance, in vain to regulate the Texan trade, through which
numbers of slaves indirectly reached the United States.1753

Presidents and consuls earnestly recommended legislation to
restrict the clearances of vessels bound on slave-trading
voyages, and to hinder the facility with which slavers obtained
fraudulent papers.1754 Only one such bill succeeded in passing
the Senate, and that was dropped in the House.1755

The only legislation of this period was confined to a few
appropriation bills. Only one of these acts, that of 1823,
appropriating $50,000,1756 was designed materially to aid in the
suppression of the trade, all the others relating to expenses
incurred after violations. After 1823 the appropriations
dwindled, being made at intervals of one, two, and three years,
down to 1834, when the amount was $5,000. No further
appropriations were made until 1842, when a few thousands above
an unexpended surplus were appropriated. In 1843 $5,000 were
given, and finally, in 1846, $25,000 were secured; but this was
the last sum obtainable until 1856.1757 Nearly all of these

1749. In 1826 Forsyth of Georgia attempted to have a bill passed abolishing the African agency, and providing that the Africans 
imported be disposed of in some way that would entail no expense on the public treasury: HOME JOURNAL, 19th Congress, 1st 
session, page 258. In 1828 a bill was reported to the House to abolish the agency and make the Colonization Society the agents, if 
they would agree to the terms. The bill was so amended as merely to appropriate money for suppressing the slave-trade: HOME 
JOURNAL, 20th Congress, 1st session, House Bill No. 190.
1750. HOME JOURNAL, 20th Congress, 1st session, House Bill No. 190, pages 121, 135; 20th Congress, 2d session, pages 58-9, 84, 
215.
1751. Congressional Globe, 27th Congress, 3d session, pages 328, 331-6.
1752. Cf. Mercer’s bill, HOUSE JOURNAL, 21st Congress, 1st session, page 512; also Strange’s two bills, SENATE JOURNAL, 25th 
Congress, 3d session, pages 200, 313; 26th Congress, 1st session, Senate Bill No. 123.
1753. SENATE JOURNAL, 25th Congress, 2d session, pages 297-8, 300.
1754. SENATE DOCUMENTS, 28th Congress, 1st session IV. No. 217, page 19; SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENTS, 31st Congress, 2d 
session, II. No. 6, pages 3, 10, etc.; 33d Congress, 1st session VIII. No. 47, pages 5-6; 34th Congress, 1st session, XV. No. 99, page 
80; HOUSE JOURNAL, 26th Congress, 1st session, pages 117-8; cf. HOUSE JOURNAL, 20th Congress, 1st session, page 650, etc.; 21st 
Congress, 2d session, page 194; 27th Congress, 1st session, pages 31, 184; HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 29th Congress, 1st session, III. No. 
43, page 11; HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENTS, 31st Congress, 1st session, III. pt. 1, No. 5, pages 7-8.
1755. SENATE JOURNAL, 26th Congress, 1st session, Senate Bill No. 335; HOUSE JOURNAL, 26th Congress, 1st session, pages 1138, 
1228, 1257.
1756. STATUTES AT LARGE, III. 764.
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meagre appropriations went toward reimbursing Southern
plantation owners for the care and support of illegally imported
Africans, and the rest to the maintenance of the African agency.
Suspiciously large sums were paid for the first purpose,
considering the fact that such Africans were always worked hard
by those to whom they were farmed out, and often “disappeared”
while in their hands. In the accounts we nevertheless find many
items like that of $20,286.98 for the maintenance of Negroes
imported on the “Ramirez;”1758 in 1827, $5,442.22 for the
“bounty, subsistence, clothing, medicine,” etc., of fifteen
Africans;1759 in 1835, $3,613 for the support of thirty-eight
slaves for two months (including a bill of $1,038 for medical
attendance).1760

The African agency suffered many vicissitudes. The first agent,
Bacon, who set out early in 1820, was authorized by President
Monroe “to form an establishment on the island of Sherbro, or
elsewhere on the coast of Africa,” and to build barracks for
three hundred persons. He was, however, warned “not to connect
your agency with the views or plans of the Colonization Society,
with which, under the law, the Government of the United States
has no concern.” Bacon soon died, and was followed during the
next four years by Winn and Ayres; they succeeded in
establishing a government agency on Cape Mesurado, in
conjunction with that of the Colonization Society. The agent of
that Society, Jehudi Ashmun, became after 1822, the virtual head
of the colony; he fortified and enlarged it, and laid the
foundations of an independent community. The succeeding
government agents came to be merely official representatives of
the United States, and the distribution of free rations for
liberated Africans ceased in 1827.
Between 1819 and 1830 two hundred and fifty-two recaptured
Africans were sent to the agency, and $264,710 were expended.
The property of the government at the agency was valued at
$18,895. From 1830 to 1840, nearly $20,000 more were expended,
chiefly for the agents’ salaries. About 1840 the appointment of
an agent ceased, and the colony became gradually self-supporting
and independent. It was proclaimed as the Republic of Liberia
in 1847.1761

1757. Cf. above, Chapter VIII. page 125.
1758. Cf. REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY, 1827.
1759. Cf. REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY, 1827.
1760. HOUSE REPORTS, 24th Congress, 1st session, I. No. 223.
1761. This account is taken exclusively from government documents: AMERICAN STATE PAPERS, NAVAL, III. Nos. 339, 340, 357, 
429 E; IV. Nos. 457 R (1 and 2), 486 H, I, page 161 and 519 R, 564 P, 585 P; HOUSE REPORTS, 19th Congress, 1st session, I. No. 
65; HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 19th Congress, 2d session, IV. No. 69; 21st Congress, 2d session, I. No. 2, pages 42-3, 211-8; 22d Congress 
1st session, I. No. 2, pages 45, 272-4; 22d Congress, 2d session, I. No. 2, pages 48, 229; 23d Congress, 1st session, I. No. 1, pages 
238, 269; 23d Congress, 2d session, I. No. 2, pages 315, 363; 24th Congress 1st session, I. No. 2, pages 336, 378; 24th Congress, 
2d session, I. No. 2, pages 450, 506; 25th Congress, 2d session, I. No. 3, pages 771, 850; 26th Congress, 1st session, I. No. 2, pages 
534, 612; 26th Congress, 2d session, I. No. 2, pages 405, 450. It is probable that the agent became eventually the United States 
consul and minister; I cannot however cite evidence for this supposition.
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 March: Little Freddy (Frederick Douglass), age 8, was again relocated, due to the death of his master and 
presumed father Aaron Anthony of Lloyd Plantation on the Wye River in Maryland, to the home of the ship 
carpenter Hugh Auld and his wife Sophia in the Fells Point area of Baltimore.1762 He was initially assigned to 
care for, and would eventually, in November 1827, be inherited by, the white toddler Thomas “Tommy” Auld. 
The name his mother Harriet Bailey had given him, Frederick Augustus Washington Bailey, had become 
somewhat shortened in use:

Meanwhile a negrero flying the Spanish flag (as shown below), the Fingal, master D. Urquijo, on its one and 
only known Middle Passage, having started with a cargo of 61 enslaved Africans out of an unknown area of 
Africa, was arriving at Salt Key with 58 living bodies — as three of its pieces of cargo had perished in transit.

 March 4, Saturday: Carl Maria von Weber crossed the Channel from Calais to Dover.

In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

7th day 4 of 3 M / Attended the Meeting of the Trustees of 
Eastons Point - In the eveng was called to witness the departure 
from this life of our ancient friend James Taylor he died about 

1762. The address is now 1815 Aliceanna Street.

Little Thomas was told, there was his Freddy.

THE MIDDLE PASSAGE
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From NARRATIVE OF THE LIFE OF FREDERICK DOUGLASS, AN AMERICAN SLAVE. WRITTEN BY HIMSELF (1845).

A painting....:In “Barco Negrero” in 1976, Manuel Mendive used the X-ray vision of an artist to depict the contents of the interior decks of a slaver vessel.
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half past 9 OC in the evening in the 88th Year of his Age —

The 1st railway in US to be chartered, the Granite Railway in Quincy, Massachusetts, obtained its charter on 
this day.

(In this year a tramway was also being built in Kingsey Township, Québec, but it would use wooden rails. 
The rails of this Quincy line would also be wooden — but the wood would be ironclad.)

The Boston House of Juvenile Reformation opened its doors for business.

American slaver captains like La Coste of South Carolina, caught red-handed and convicted, were usually at 
the last moment the beneficiaries of “executive clemency” by the President of the United States. For instance, 
on this date Robert Perry, who had forfeited his ship for slave-trading, was pardoned by President John Quincy 
Adams (PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 140).

 March 8, Wednesday: Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: “Slave 
Ships in Alabama: Message from the President ... in relation to the Cargoes of certain Slave Ships, etc.” –
HOUSE DOCUMENT, 19 Cong. 1 sess. VI. No. 121; cf. HOUSE DOCUMENT, 19 Cong. 1 sess., VIII. No. 126, and 
IX. Nos. 152, 163; also HOUSE REPORTS, 19 Cong. 1 sess. II. No. 231. (Cases of the Constitution, Louisa, and 
Merino.)

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
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 March 9, Thursday: Rehearsals for Oberon began at Covent Garden under the direction of the composer, Carl 
Maria von Weber.

In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 9th of 3 M / I have attended Meetings as usual this Week 
& nothing very remarkable in any of them - Poverty is my portion 
from day to day. — Yet at times, it seems as if a little bread 
was dispenced for which according to my measure I desire to be 
thankful. —

 March 10, Friday: King Joao VI of Portugal died and was succeeded by his son Emperor Pedro I of Brazil, 
who would rule Portugal as Pedro IV.

 March 11, Saturday: In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

7th day 11th of 3 M / This morning about 4 OC our Old neighbour 
Alice Sherman quietly departed this life — She was a woman of 
but few words, - but examplary in her family & brought up a large 
family of children in an orderly manner - in the night, 
perceiving her final change drawing nigh, she apprised her 
Watchers of it & requested them to call her husband & family, 
She then lay sometime evidently with her mind engaged in mental 
supplication & then said “O Lord, I am a poor creature, but thou 
knows my heart, & that I love thee better than husband or 
children - I have nothing to depend upon but thy mercy & am ready 
to depart when thou sees meet to take me” — She then took leave 
of her husband & children & very soon was released from suffering 
- — Her death was triumphant & I have no doubt has enter’d into 
rest She was 53 Years of Age - & her husband & family will have 
a great loss. —

 March 12, Sunday: In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 12th of 3rd M 1826 / Our Meetings were Silent but Seasons 
of some weight - Set most of the evening with our Aged friend 
D Buffum & closed it with Job Sherman where my wife went in the 
early part of it [illegible] family bear their Affliction with 
becoming fortitude

 March 13, Monday: In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:
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2nd day 13 of 3 M / This Afternoon attended the funeral of our 
Neighbour Alice Sherman, which was solemnized at the Meeting 
house where a pretty large number of people attended - & Father 
Rodman & Hannah Dennis engaged in lively testimonys which were 
well received. —

 March 14, Tuesday: The US agreed, after much controversy, to send two delegates to a congress of the new 
Latin American republics, to be held in Panama, Colombia.

The United States Congress passed an appropriation bill which included $32,000 for the US Navy’s squadron 
in the Atlantic, attempting to intercept slave cargos and return the blacks to the shore of Africa.

“An Act making appropriations for the support of the navy,” etc.
“For the agency on the coast of Africa, for receiving the
negroes,” etc., $32,000. STATUTES AT LARGE, IV. 140, 141.

 March 15, Wednesday: Franz Liszt gave the 1st of two concerts in two days at Nimes.

 March 16, Thursday: The Supreme Court of the United States, ruling on the circuit-court impasse, instructed 
that the African persons making up the cargo of the captured negrero Antelope were to be “designated by proof 
made to the satisfaction of the court.”

In Newport, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 19th [sic] of 3 M / Father Rodman & Abigail Sherman 
were concerned in testimony, & it was a good meeting —

WHAT I’M WRITING IS TRUE BUT NEVER MIND

YOU CAN ALWAYS LIE TO YOURSELF
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 April: A negrero flying the Spanish flag (as shown below), the Iris, master unknown, on one of its three 
known Middle Passage voyages, out of an unknown area of Africa with a cargo of 100 enslaved Africans, 
arrived at a port of Cuba.

 May: Federal judges Johnson and Cuyler, ruling as a circuit court, again refigured the Spanish claim in regard 
to the cargo of the captured negrero Antelope, this time setting it at a maximum of 50.

THE MIDDLE PASSAGE
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 October: A negrero flying the Portuguese flag, the Boa Viagem, master unknown, on its one and only known 
Middle Passage, starting with a cargo of 299 enslaved Africans out of Angola but delivering only 279 living 
bodies at Campos, Brazil as 20 had died in transit.

Meanwhile another negrero under the same flag, the Conde dos Arcos, master unknown, on its one and 
only known Middle Passage, out of Ambriz with a cargo of 419 enslaved Africans, was arriving at Rio 
De Janeiro.

 December: Federal judges Johnson and Cuyler, ruling as a circuit court, decided how to designate which 
Africans of the captured negrero Antelope were destined to become slaves — they took the word of a Savannah 
businessman who had supervised the Africans at a city project in 1820 to choose 35 (and, patience exhausted, 
they then selected the remaining 4 quite arbitrarily).

 December 2: Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: “Report of the 
Secretary of the Navy.” (Part IV. of Documents accompanying the President’s Message.) –HOUSE DOCUMENT, 
19 Cong. 2 sess. I. No. 2, pp. 9, 10, 74-103.

When Ludwig van Beethoven and his nephew Karl arrived back in Vienna  from Johann’s place at Gneixendorf 
near Krems, they summoned a doctor. In transit they had spent the night in a cold inn, and the composer had 
become quite ill.

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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 January: Richard Wylly Habersham, US District Attorney for Georgia, made another appeal to the Supreme 
Court of the United States, asking the judges to set aside the circuit court’s latest attempt to adjudicate the fate 
of the Africans of the negrero Antelope. Labeling the Spanish claims unproven, he called on the justices to set 
all the Africans free.

“MAGISTERIAL HISTORY” IS FANTASIZING: HISTORY IS CHRONOLOGY

 January 17, Wednesday: Lucretia, an opera by Heinrich August Marschner to words of Eckschlager, was 
performed for the initial time, in the Danzig (Gdansk) Danzigertheater.

American slaver captains like La Coste of South Carolina, caught red-handed and convicted, were usually at 
the last moment the beneficiaries of “executive clemency” by the President of the United States. For instance, 
on this date Jesse Perry, who had forfeited his ship, and had been convicted for introducing slaves, was 
pardoned by President John Quincy Adams (PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 158).

 January 30, Tuesday: In the Teatro San Carlo of Naples, Nicolò Paganini performed his Violin Concerto #2 
for the initial time.

“L’artisan,” an opera comique by Fromental Halevy to words of Saint Georges, was performed for the initial 
time, by the Opera-Comique in Paris (it was unsuccessful).

Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: “Prohibition of the Slave Trade: 
Statement showing the Expenditure of the Appropriation for the Prohibition of the Slave Trade, during the year 
1826, and an Estimate for 1827.” –HOUSE DOCUMENT, 19 Cong. 2 sess. IV. No. 69.

In this year the US government discontinued the feeding of the freed Africans that it had taken off of negrero 
vessels and offloaded at the government agency on Cape Mesurado.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: With the North as yet unawakened to the
great changes taking place in the South, and with the attitude
of the South thus in process of development, little or no
constructive legislation could be expected on the subject of the

1827

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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slave-trade. As the divergence in sentiment became more and more
pronounced, there were various attempts at legislation, all of
which proved abortive. The pro-slavery party attempted, as early
as 1826, and again in 1828, to abolish the African agency and
leave the Africans practically at the mercy of the States;1763

one or two attempts were made to relax the few provisions which
restrained the coastwise trade;1764 and, after the treaty of
1842, Benton proposed to stop appropriations for the African
squadron until England defined her position on the Right of
Search question.1765 The anti-slavery men presented several
bills to amend and strengthen previous laws;1766 they sought, for
instance, in vain to regulate the Texan trade, through which
numbers of slaves indirectly reached the United States.1767

Presidents and consuls earnestly recommended legislation to
restrict the clearances of vessels bound on slave-trading
voyages, and to hinder the facility with which slavers obtained
fraudulent papers.1768 Only one such bill succeeded in passing
the Senate, and that was dropped in the House.1769

The only legislation of this period was confined to a few
appropriation bills. Only one of these acts, that of 1823,
appropriating $50,000,1770 was designed materially to aid in the
suppression of the trade, all the others relating to expenses
incurred after violations. After 1823 the appropriations
dwindled, being made at intervals of one, two, and three years,
down to 1834, when the amount was $5,000. No further
appropriations were made until 1842, when a few thousands above
an unexpended surplus were appropriated. In 1843 $5,000 were
given, and finally, in 1846, $25,000 were secured; but this was
the last sum obtainable until 1856.1771 Nearly all of these
meagre appropriations went toward reimbursing Southern
plantation owners for the care and support of illegally imported
Africans, and the rest to the maintenance of the African agency.
Suspiciously large sums were paid for the first purpose,
considering the fact that such Africans were always worked hard
by those to whom they were farmed out, and often “disappeared”
while in their hands. In the accounts we nevertheless find many

1763. In 1826 Forsyth of Georgia attempted to have a bill passed abolishing the African agency, and providing that the Africans 
imported be disposed of in some way that would entail no expense on the public treasury: HOME JOURNAL, 19th Congress, 1st 
session, page 258. In 1828 a bill was reported to the House to abolish the agency and make the Colonization Society the agents, if 
they would agree to the terms. The bill was so amended as merely to appropriate money for suppressing the slave-trade: HOME 
JOURNAL, 20th Congress, 1st session, House Bill No. 190.
1764. HOME JOURNAL, 20th Congress, 1st session, House Bill No. 190, pages 121, 135; 20th Congress, 2d session, pages 58-9, 84, 
215.
1765. Congressional Globe, 27th Congress, 3d session, pages 328, 331-6.
1766. Cf. Mercer’s bill, HOUSE JOURNAL, 21st Congress, 1st session, page 512; also Strange’s two bills, SENATE JOURNAL, 25th 
Congress, 3d session, pages 200, 313; 26th Congress, 1st session, Senate Bill No. 123.
1767. SENATE JOURNAL, 25th Congress, 2d session, pages 297-8, 300.
1768. SENATE DOCUMENTS, 28th Congress, 1st session IV. No. 217, page 19; SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENTS, 31st Congress, 2d 
session, II. No. 6, pages 3, 10, etc.; 33d Congress, 1st session VIII. No. 47, pages 5-6; 34th Congress, 1st session, XV. No. 99, page 
80; HOUSE JOURNAL, 26th Congress, 1st session, pages 117-8; cf. HOUSE JOURNAL, 20th Congress, 1st session, page 650, etc.; 21st 
Congress, 2d session, page 194; 27th Congress, 1st session, pages 31, 184; HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 29th Congress, 1st session, III. No. 
43, page 11; HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENTS, 31st Congress, 1st session, III. pt. 1, No. 5, pages 7-8.
1769. SENATE JOURNAL, 26th Congress, 1st session, Senate Bill No. 335; HOUSE JOURNAL, 26th Congress, 1st session, pages 1138, 
1228, 1257.
1770. STATUTES AT LARGE, III. 764.
1771. Cf. above, Chapter VIII. page 125.
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items like that of $20,286.98 for the maintenance of Negroes
imported on the “Ramirez;”1772 in 1827, $5,442.22 for the
“bounty, subsistence, clothing, medicine,” etc., of fifteen
Africans;1773 in 1835, $3,613 for the support of thirty-eight
slaves for two months (including a bill of $1,038 for medical
attendance).1774

The African agency suffered many vicissitudes. The first agent,
Bacon, who set out early in 1820, was authorized by President
Monroe “to form an establishment on the island of Sherbro, or
elsewhere on the coast of Africa,” and to build barracks for
three hundred persons. He was, however, warned “not to connect
your agency with the views or plans of the Colonization Society,
with which, under the law, the Government of the United States
has no concern.” Bacon soon died, and was followed during the
next four years by Winn and Ayres; they succeeded in
establishing a government agency on Cape Mesurado, in
conjunction with that of the Colonization Society. The agent of
that Society, Jehudi Ashmun, became after 1822, the virtual head
of the colony; he fortified and enlarged it, and laid the
foundations of an independent community. The succeeding
government agents came to be merely official representatives of
the United States, and the distribution of free rations for
liberated Africans ceased in 1827.
Between 1819 and 1830 two hundred and fifty-two recaptured
Africans were sent to the agency, and $264,710 were expended.
The property of the government at the agency was valued at
$18,895. From 1830 to 1840, nearly $20,000 more were expended,
chiefly for the agents’ salaries. About 1840 the appointment of
an agent ceased, and the colony became gradually self-supporting
and independent. It was proclaimed as the Republic of Liberia
in 1847.1775

1772. Cf. REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY, 1827.
1773. Cf. REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY, 1827.
1774. HOUSE REPORTS, 24th Congress, 1st session, I. No. 223.
1775. This account is taken exclusively from government documents: AMERICAN STATE PAPERS, NAVAL, III. Nos. 339, 340, 357, 
429 E; IV. Nos. 457 R (1 and 2), 486 H, I, page 161 and 519 R, 564 P, 585 P; HOUSE REPORTS, 19th Congress, 1st session, I. No. 
65; HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 19th Congress, 2d session, IV. No. 69; 21st Congress, 2d session, I. No. 2, pages 42-3, 211-8; 22d Congress 
1st session, I. No. 2, pages 45, 272-4; 22d Congress, 2d session, I. No. 2, pages 48, 229; 23d Congress, 1st session, I. No. 1, pages 
238, 269; 23d Congress, 2d session, I. No. 2, pages 315, 363; 24th Congress 1st session, I. No. 2, pages 336, 378; 24th Congress, 
2d session, I. No. 2, pages 450, 506; 25th Congress, 2d session, I. No. 3, pages 771, 850; 26th Congress, 1st session, I. No. 2, pages 
534, 612; 26th Congress, 2d session, I. No. 2, pages 405, 450. It is probable that the agent became eventually the United States 
consul and minister; I cannot however cite evidence for this supposition.
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 February: A negrero flying the Spanish flag (as shown below), the Breves, master unknown, on its one and 
only known Middle Passage, delivered a cargo of 400 enslaved Africans at a port of Cuba.

 February 13, Tuesday: American slaver captains like La Coste of South Carolina, caught red-handed and 
convicted, were usually at the last moment the beneficiaries of “executive clemency” by the President of the 
United States. For instance, on this date Zenas Winston, who had incurred penalties for slave-trading, was 
pardoned by President John Quincy Adams (PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 161).

Revue musicale was published for the initial time, in Paris.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

3rd day 13 of 2 M / We had this Afternoon the company of D Buffum 
Jr & Sisters Ruth & Mary. —

THE MIDDLE PASSAGE
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 February 24, Saturday: The Boston firm of Carter, Hendee, & Company published the 1st edition of the 1st 
of Samuel Griswold Goodrich’s “Peter Parley” books, THE TALES OF PETER PARLEY ABOUT AMERICA, with 
woodcuts by Abel Bowen and his apprentice George Loring Brown.

American slaver captains like La Coste of South Carolina, caught red-handed and convicted, were usually at 
the last moment the beneficiaries of “executive clemency” by Presidents of the United States. For instance, on 
this date John Tucker and William Morbon, who had like Zenas Winston incurred penalties for slave-trading, 
were, according to PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 162, pardoned by President John Quincy Adams.1776

 March 2, Friday: Diabelli and Co., Vienna published Franz Schubert’s Mignon songs D.877, to words of 
Johann Wolfgang von Goethe, as his op.62.

The United States federal Congress passed an appropriation bill which included $56,710 for the US Navy’s 
squadron in the Atlantic, attempting to intercept slave cargos and return black humans to the shore of Africa.

“An Act making appropriations for the support of the Navy,” etc.
“For the agency on the coast of Africa,” etc., $56,710. STATUTES
AT LARGE, IV., W. 206, 208.

 March 6, Tuesday: For the 3d time, the Supreme Court of the United States sat in judgment of the Antelope 
case. Francis Scott Key, in his argument, told the judges that “there is no credible or competent evidence” to 
identify individual Africans of the negrero Antelope.

 March 10, Saturday: The justices decided that the evidence presented on which 39 Africans of the negrero 
Antelope were to be sold into slavery was “credible.”

 March 11, Sunday: The introduction of slaves into Texas was prohibited. Hereditary and race slavery was 
rejected. (Clearly, the good white people of Texas were going to need to revolt against Mexico and link up with 
the United States of America!)

Constitution of the State of Coahuila and Texas. Preliminary
Provisions: — 
Art. 13. “From and after the promulgation of the constitution
in the capital of each district, no one shall be born a slave
in the state, and after six months the introduction of slaves
under any pretext shall not be permitted.” LAWS AND DECREES OF
COAHUILA AND TEXAS (Houston, 1839), page 314.

Maria Szymanowska performed at the City Theater in Riga on her way to St. Petersburg.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1776. It wasn’t, you see, as if they had been caught doing anything really wrong.
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1st day 11th 3 M / Both Meeting was solid good ones. — The minds 
of the People are much affected & their countenances sad on acct 
of a poor Black Woman who last evening was found guilty of murder 
& sentenced to death on the 18th of 5 M next

 May 1, Tuesday: A negrero flying the US flag (!), the Ceylon, master J. West, on its one and only known 
Middle Passage, out of Costa da Mina sailing on March 24, 1827, arrived at Bahia, Brazil.

We will use this painting to illustrate the ship, despite the fact that the vessel in the painting is flying the 
Spanish colores de sangre y oro rather than the red, white, and blue of our Stars and Stripes:

Horace Mann, Sr. was elected as representative to the Massachusetts General Court from Dedham.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

3rd day 1st of 5th M 1827 / In company with a number of Friends 
We went on board the Greenwich Packet (Howland Greene) expecting 
to sail immediately, but found the Wind so high that we concluded 
it unsafe to venture. - so we all came on shore & are now waiting 
for a more favourable time, which we hope will be tomorrow 

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
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Morning in season to get there to the Select Meeting Uncle Peter 
Lawton has passed the day & will lodge with us. -

 July 18, Wednesday: The transport Norfolk sailed from Savannah, carrying 131 Africans of the negrero 
Antelope, bound for Liberia and liberation.

In Concord, Massachusetts, “Prescott-Haywood Hosmer, son of Abel & Olive P. Hosmer was born July 18, 
1827.”

 September 15, Saturday: Texas decreed to keep the slaves but terminate the slave-trade, satisfying their labor 
needs by means of the crops of slave babies that could be produced locally.

The Congress of the State of Coahuila and Texas decrees as
follows:

Art. 1. All slaves to be registered.

Art. 2, 3. Births and deaths to be recorded.

Art. 4. Those who introduce slaves, after the expiration of the
term specified in article 13 of the Constitution, shall be
subject to the penalties established by the general law of the
13th of July, 1824 (LAWS AND DECREES OF COAHUILA AND TEXAS: Houston,
1839, pages 78-9).
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 December: A total of 37 Africans of the negrero Antelope were delivered into slavery. Two had died since the 
July ruling. The purchase price was between $10,000 and $11,500 and was paid by US Representative Richard 
Henry Wilde of Augusta. 

A negrero flying the Spanish flag (as shown below), the Indagadora, master unknown, on one of its six known 
Middle Passage voyages, was delivering an unknown number of enslaved Africans out of an unknown area of 
Africa to a port of Cuba.

Have you ever wondered what happened to people who got freed from slave ships? During this month the 
British warship HMS Nimble accidently ran another slaver flying the Spanish flag, the Guerrero, master 
unknown, on its only known Middle Passage with 561 enslaved Africans out of an unknown area of Africa, 
onto the Carysfort Reef off Key Largo in the Florida Keys. The warship hit the reef only minutes after the 
slaver did, but merely went aground and was unable to move, rather than wrecked. Of the people in chains in 
the hold of the negrero, 41 were killed in the impact.

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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The other enslaved Africans of the cargo, and the 90-man Spanish crew, were rescued the next morning by 
some American “wreckers” who were moored at land about 6 miles away, and by a passing American fishing 
smack, but then the Spaniards rallied and hijacked 2 of the 3 American ships to Cuba (the British managed to 
prevent capture of one of the American ships), taking with them about 400 people from their cargo. The 121 
black Africans remaining were taken to Key West, Florida, where they would be kept for about 3 months while 
the British and the Americans argued over the fee that was due for getting the HMS Nimble back off the reef. 
Alarmed by a rumor that the Cubans were going to attack to obtain the rest of their “property,” the Americans 
would then take these Africans for their own safety to north Florida. They would be forced to pay for their 
keep by laboring alongside the regular slaves of the Kingsley and Hernandez plantations.1777

Freedom’s Journal published an article that included the following notice:

RUNAWAY SLAVE. – A trial has lately been had in New York
State, in the case of a female slave belonging to a
southern gentleman, and accompanying him and his family
on a journey to Niagara Falls. Having left her master
she was apprehended, and, after a long and able argument
before Judge [Moses?] Chapin, she has been given up to
her master.

Most of the Spanish crew of the Guerrero got to Cuba by hijacking two vessels that came to the assistance of 
those aboard the wreck. However, per the following piece of correspondence from Waters Smith, US Marshal 
for the Eastern District of Florida headquartered in St. Augustine to Secretary of the Navy Samuel L. Southard 
dated July 16, 1828 (National Archives RG 45, M124, Roll 115, page 79), not all the Spanish crew had 
managed thus to make it to safety:

I understand that the Africans now in my custody, which were
taken from the wreck of the Spanish Brig Guerrero, are under the
control of the Department over which you preside. I beg leave
respectfully to state this situation of one of these Africans
named Lewis, and his son a lad of about twelve years of age.
This man is the son of an African residing on that part of the
coast resorted to by slave vessels; he speaks French and Spanish
very well, and can make himself understood in English; he has
been over to Havana in a slave vessel as Interpreter, and was
hired in the same situation by the master of the Brig Guerrero
at thirty dollars per month. This information is obtained from
Lewis, and also from the captain of the slave brig: he took his
son with him on board the Brig; they were not a part of the slave
cargo. Lewis is desirous of going to Havana to receive the wages
due him; from whence he states that he can get a passage to
Africa. He applied to me at Key West for permission to go to
Havana.
Lewis is a smart, intelligent negro, but void of principal, is
dissatisfied at being retained here, and having great influence
over the other Negroes, is constantly exciting [them] in a way
that gives me much trouble: I have once been compelled to confine
him in irons.
It would relieve me from considerable anxiety if I could be
authorized to allow him to go to Havana either with or without
his son, but I do not feel myself justified in doing so without
permission from the Government.

1777. You will find the whole story in Gaid Swanson’s SLAVE SHIP GUERRERO, 2005, available for purchase on the internet.
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Will you be pleased Sir, to favor me with instructions on this
subject.

NOBODY COULD GUESS WHAT WOULD HAPPEN NEXT

 December 1 and 4: Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: “Reports of 
the Secretary of the Navy.” –AMERICAN STATE PAPERS, NAVAL AFFAIRS III. Nos. 339, 340.1778

 December 6, Thursday: Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: 
“Message from the President ... transmitting ... a Report from the Secretary of the Navy, showing the expense 
annually incurred in carrying into effect the Act of March 2, 1819, for Prohibiting the Slave Trade.” –SENATE 
DOCUMENT, 20 Cong. 1 sess. I. No. 3.

Franz Schubert’s song Der Kampf D.594 to words of Schiller was performed for the initial time, in the 
Musikvereinsaal, Vienna.

Angelina Ball was born, 4th child of Nehemiah Ball and Mary Merriam Ball.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 6th of 12 M / Short testimony from Father Rodman - 
& a low poor meeting to me —

1778. THE REPORTS OF THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY are found among the documents accompanying the annual messages of the 
President.
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 December 20, Thursday: The Spanish negrero Guerrero had 561 slaves aboard and was being chased by a 
British cruiser, when it grounded itself on the Carysfort Reef off Key Largo in the Florida Keys. Of the 520 
chained slaves left alive after the impact on the reef, 121 would be rescued and offloaded at Key West and 
seized by the collector there, while 250 would be carried away by the Spanish and taken to Cuba (HOUSE 
JOURNAL, 20th Congress, 1st session page 650; HOUSE REPORTS, 24th Congress, 1st session I, No. 268; 25th 
Congress, 2d session I, No. 4; AMERICAN STATE PAPERS, NAVAL AFFAIRS, III, No. 370, page 210; Niles’s 
Register, XXXIII. 373).

While the dust was settling, the 121 Africans who had been seized by the US government would be put to field 
labor alongside the slave work crews of the Kingsley and Hernandez plantations.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 20th of 12 M / Our Meeting was silent & solid & to me 
was a season of some favour for which I desire to be thankful

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY

HDT WHAT? INDEX
 Philip Thomas of Maryland became the founding president of the B&O Railroad, the nation’s first.

James H. Harris was born in Saint Mary’s County, Maryland. Nothing is said about his having been born to an 
enslaved mother, and nothing is said about his gaining manumission or running away, so evidently, although 
he was black and born in a border state, the inference would be that he was born free. For the initial 36-year 
period of his life, until his enlistment in the Army of the Union during the Civil War, he would farm in that 
vicinity.

The negrero Blue-eyed Mary, of Baltimore, had been sold to Spaniards. It was captured with a cargo of 405 
slaves by a British cruiser (Niles’s Register, XXXIV. 346).

There was a great parade down Broadway Avenue in New-York, celebrating the New York Emancipation Act. 
As black women cheered from the sidewalks, the black men were led by the New York African Society 
for Mutual Relief, by the Clarkson Benevolent Society, and the Wilberforce Benevolent Society (named of 
course in honor of the famed English reformers Thomas Clarkson and William Wilberforce). The manumittees 
were marching along under banners on which was painted the word AFRICAN.
This was, in a sense, a veterans’ march — for hundreds of people were in attendance who had personally 
experienced the Middle Passage.

In this year the white city fathers, fearing “civil discord,” would shut down the African Grove Theater which 
had been entertaining the black community since 1821, where they had been segregating white visitors into 
the rear since they had not seemed in general to understand “how to conduct themselves at entertainments 
of ladies and gentlemen of color.” The slaves of New York State having been emancipated, it had apparently 
become illegal to accumulate people into coffles, or nightclubs. (Or, it being pointless in the State of New York 
to protest that one was being held in the condition known as slavery, the official reason why this was pointless 
was changed: whereas previously it had been pointless to point out that one was enslaved because the 
authorities would respond “Yes, and you’re a slave,” as of this year this had become pointless because the 
authorities had come to be able to respond “No, you are quite mistaken, in fact slavery is illegal here. Now get 
back to work.”) At an unknown date within this time period, Sojourner Truth’s husband Thomas died free. 
Beginning roughly at this point and definitely continuing in the following year, Isabella Van Wagenen (Truth) 
was working as a free domestic servant in Kingston in Ulster County. Slightly to the south of this, however, 
living with the Auld family in a rented house on Philpot Street in Fells Point in Maryland near the facilities of 
the slave trader Austin Woolfolk, Frederick Douglass was lying at night, listening as slave coffles shuffled 
along from the pens to the port for transportation. He was learning about the enduring, obdurate nature of the 
world.1779

1828
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 January: A negrero flying the Spanish flag (as shown below), the Emprendedor, master unknown, on its first 
of two known Middle Passages, out of an unknown area of Africa, arrived at the port of Havana with an 
unknown number of enslaved persons. Another slaver under the same flag, the Gallo, master unknown, also 
on its first of two known Middle Passages, out of an unknown area of Africa with a cargo of 350 enslaved 
Africans, arrived at a port of Cuba — but I don’t know whether the Cuban port was Havana and I don’t know 

1779. This was the year of the United States’s first touring “minstrel show,” in which a white man with his face painted black, 

Thomas D. Rice, presented himself as a character named “Jim Crow.” By the time of the Civil War this would amount to a national 
industry of sorts, with more than 30 full-time white touring companies going from city to city putting on professional imitations of 
black comedians. (During the US Civil War a shortage of white comics would cause some of these troups to employ some black 
performers — who of course would perform, as did the whites, in blackface.)
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whether these slave ships were traveling together.

 February 25, Monday: Muzio Clementi gave his final public performance, playing the piano at a concert of 
the Philharmonic Society in London.

At the White House in Washington DC, the wedding of young John Adams, grandson of President John Adams 
and son of President John Quincy Adams, with Mary Catherine Hellen.

Representative McDuffie of the House Committee of Ways and Means brought a bill, that the rescued black 
slaves at the resettlement station maintained on the coast of Africa by the US Navy be abandoned, to the floor 
of the US House of Representatives.

“A bill to abolish the Agency of the United States on the Coast
of Africa, to provide other means of carrying into effect the
laws prohibiting the slave trade, and for other purposes.” This
bill, amended, would become the act of May 24, 1828. HOUSE REPORTS,
21st Congress, 1st session, III. No. 348, page 278.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: With the North as yet unawakened to the
great changes taking place in the South, and with the attitude
of the South thus in process of development, little or no
constructive legislation could be expected on the subject of the

THE MIDDLE PASSAGE

SLAVERY
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slave-trade. As the divergence in sentiment became more and more
pronounced, there were various attempts at legislation, all of
which proved abortive. The pro-slavery party attempted, as early
as 1826, and again in 1828, to abolish the African agency and
leave the Africans practically at the mercy of the States;1780

one or two attempts were made to relax the few provisions which
restrained the coastwise trade;1781 and, after the treaty of
1842, Benton proposed to stop appropriations for the African
squadron until England defined her position on the Right of
Search question.1782 The anti-slavery men presented several
bills to amend and strengthen previous laws;1783 they sought, for
instance, in vain to regulate the Texan trade, through which
numbers of slaves indirectly reached the United States.1784

Presidents and consuls earnestly recommended legislation to
restrict the clearances of vessels bound on slave-trading
voyages, and to hinder the facility with which slavers obtained
fraudulent papers.1785 Only one such bill succeeded in passing
the Senate, and that was dropped in the House.1786

The only legislation of this period was confined to a few
appropriation bills. Only one of these acts, that of 1823,
appropriating $50,000,1787 was designed materially to aid in the
suppression of the trade, all the others relating to expenses
incurred after violations. After 1823 the appropriations
dwindled, being made at intervals of one, two, and three years,
down to 1834, when the amount was $5,000. No further
appropriations were made until 1842, when a few thousands above
an unexpended surplus were appropriated. In 1843 $5,000 were
given, and finally, in 1846, $25,000 were secured; but this was
the last sum obtainable until 1856.1788 Nearly all of these
meagre appropriations went toward reimbursing Southern
plantation owners for the care and support of illegally imported
Africans, and the rest to the maintenance of the African agency.
Suspiciously large sums were paid for the first purpose,
considering the fact that such Africans were always worked hard
by those to whom they were farmed out, and often “disappeared”
while in their hands. In the accounts we nevertheless find many

1780. In 1826 Forsyth of Georgia attempted to have a bill passed abolishing the African agency, and providing that the Africans 
imported be disposed of in some way that would entail no expense on the public treasury: HOME JOURNAL, 19th Congress, 1st 
session, page 258. In 1828 a bill was reported to the House to abolish the agency and make the Colonization Society the agents, if 
they would agree to the terms. The bill was so amended as merely to appropriate money for suppressing the slave-trade: HOME 
JOURNAL, 20th Congress, 1st session, House Bill No. 190.
1781. HOME JOURNAL, 20th Congress, 1st session, House Bill No. 190, pages 121, 135; 20th Congress, 2d session, pages 58-9, 84, 
215.
1782. Congressional Globe, 27th Congress, 3d session, pages 328, 331-6.
1783. Cf. Mercer’s bill, HOUSE JOURNAL, 21st Congress, 1st session, page 512; also Strange’s two bills, SENATE JOURNAL, 25th 
Congress, 3d session, pages 200, 313; 26th Congress, 1st session, Senate Bill No. 123.
1784. SENATE JOURNAL, 25th Congress, 2d session, pages 297-8, 300.
1785. SENATE DOCUMENTS, 28th Congress, 1st session IV. No. 217, page 19; SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENTS, 31st Congress, 2d 
session, II. No. 6, pages 3, 10, etc.; 33d Congress, 1st session VIII. No. 47, pages 5-6; 34th Congress, 1st session, XV. No. 99, page 
80; HOUSE JOURNAL, 26th Congress, 1st session, pages 117-8; cf. HOUSE JOURNAL, 20th Congress, 1st session, page 650, etc.; 21st 
Congress, 2d session, page 194; 27th Congress, 1st session, pages 31, 184; HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 29th Congress, 1st session, III. No. 
43, page 11; HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENTS, 31st Congress, 1st session, III. pt. 1, No. 5, pages 7-8.
1786. SENATE JOURNAL, 26th Congress, 1st session, Senate Bill No. 335; HOUSE JOURNAL, 26th Congress, 1st session, pages 1138, 
1228, 1257.
1787. STATUTES AT LARGE, III. 764.
1788. Cf. above, Chapter VIII. page 125.
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items like that of $20,286.98 for the maintenance of Negroes
imported on the “Ramirez;”1789 in 1827, $5,442.22 for the
“bounty, subsistence, clothing, medicine,” etc., of fifteen
Africans;1790 in 1835, $3,613 for the support of thirty-eight
slaves for two months (including a bill of $1,038 for medical
attendance).1791

The African agency suffered many vicissitudes. The first agent,
Bacon, who set out early in 1820, was authorized by President
Monroe “to form an establishment on the island of Sherbro, or
elsewhere on the coast of Africa,” and to build barracks for
three hundred persons. He was, however, warned “not to connect
your agency with the views or plans of the Colonization Society,
with which, under the law, the Government of the United States
has no concern.” Bacon soon died, and was followed during the
next four years by Winn and Ayres; they succeeded in
establishing a government agency on Cape Mesurado, in
conjunction with that of the Colonization Society. The agent of
that Society, Jehudi Ashmun, became after 1822, the virtual head
of the colony; he fortified and enlarged it, and laid the
foundations of an independent community. The succeeding
government agents came to be merely official representatives of
the United States, and the distribution of free rations for
liberated Africans ceased in 1827.
Between 1819 and 1830 two hundred and fifty-two recaptured
Africans were sent to the agency, and $264,710 were expended.
The property of the government at the agency was valued at
$18,895. From 1830 to 1840, nearly $20,000 more were expended,
chiefly for the agents’ salaries. About 1840 the appointment of
an agent ceased, and the colony became gradually self-supporting
and independent. It was proclaimed as the Republic of Liberia
in 1847.1792

 March 11, Tuesday: The General Geddes brought to St. Augustine, for safekeeping, 117 of the 121 slaves 
rescued from the wrecked Spanish negrero Guerrero and landed at Key West, Florida (HOUSE DOCUMENT, 
20th Congress, 1st session VI, No. 262).

1789. Cf. REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY, 1827.
1790. Cf. REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY, 1827.
1791. HOUSE REPORTS, 24th Congress, 1st session, I. No. 223.
1792. This account is taken exclusively from government documents: AMERICAN STATE PAPERS, NAVAL, III. Nos. 339, 340, 357, 
429 E; IV. Nos. 457 R (1 and 2), 486 H, I, page 161 and 519 R, 564 P, 585 P; HOUSE REPORTS, 19th Congress, 1st session, I. No. 
65; HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 19th Congress, 2d session, IV. No. 69; 21st Congress, 2d session, I. No. 2, pages 42-3, 211-8; 22d Congress 
1st session, I. No. 2, pages 45, 272-4; 22d Congress, 2d session, I. No. 2, pages 48, 229; 23d Congress, 1st session, I. No. 1, pages 
238, 269; 23d Congress, 2d session, I. No. 2, pages 315, 363; 24th Congress 1st session, I. No. 2, pages 336, 378; 24th Congress, 
2d session, I. No. 2, pages 450, 506; 25th Congress, 2d session, I. No. 3, pages 771, 850; 26th Congress, 1st session, I. No. 2, pages 
534, 612; 26th Congress, 2d session, I. No. 2, pages 405, 450. It is probable that the agent became eventually the United States 
consul and minister; I cannot however cite evidence for this supposition.

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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 March 12, Wednesday: Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: 
“Recaptured Africans: Letter from the Secretary of the Navy ... in relation to ... Recaptured Africans.” –HOUSE 
DOCUMENT, 20 Cong. 1 sess. V. No. 193; cf. HOUSE DOCUMENT, 20 Cong. 2 sess. I. No. 2, pp. 114, 127-8; 
also AMERICAN STATE PAPERS, NAVAL AFFAIRS, III. No. 357.

 March 25: American slaver captains like La Coste of South Carolina, caught red-handed and convicted, were 
usually at the last moment the beneficiaries of “executive clemency” by the President of the United States. For 
instance, on this date Joseph Badger, who had like Zenas Winston incurred penalties for slave-trading, was 
pardoned by President John Quincy Adams (PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 192).

 April 30, Wednesday: Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: “Africans 
at Key West: Message from the President ... relative to the Disposition of the Africans Landed at Key West.” 
–HOUSE DOCUMENT, 20 Cong. 1 sess. VI. No. 262.

An inscription in the Cherokee language on the wall of a cave indicates that on this date (recorded in the 
manner in which they, the white people, would record a date) there had been a stick ball game. The inscription 
lists the names of the leaders of the team. Interestingly, this inscription is written in reverse: since this was a 
communication with the spirit world, would it not be reasonable to presume that the spirits being 
communicated with were inside the stone walls rather than in the airspace of the cave — and therefore would 
need to be reading this inscription in the outward direction?

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

4th day - Our Select Meeting was a season of some favour & some 
labour. - I dined at Mary Spencers & My wife returned to D 
Howlands. — I spent the Afternoon in attending to some concerns 
of moment & then returned to D Howlands —

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
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 May: Governor Brigadier-General Charles Dallas ordered that the munitions store of St. Helena be relocated 
outside of Jamestown, on Ladder Hill.

A negrero flying the Spanish flag (as depicted below), the Almirante, master Castro, D., on its first of two 
known Middle Passages, out of an unknown area of Africa with a cargo of 650 enslaved Africans, arrived at 
the port of Banes, Cuba.

 May 24, Saturday: United States Statute: “An Act making an appropriation for the suppression of the slave 
trade” (STATUTES AT LARGE, IV. 302; HOUSE JOURNAL, 20th Congress, 1st session, House Bill No. 190).

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

7th day 24th of 5 M / Being under appointment from the Select 
Quarterly to visit the Select Monthly Meeting of South Kingston
I went this Afternoon to Narragansett & lodged at cousin Hannah 
Gardiners - where I found her & cousin Patty Hazard comfortable 
but very lame & both of them Much bent with the infermity of 
advancing age & the rheumatism - it was pleasant to meet these 
aged connections of mine, as I have not had an opportunity of 
being much in their company for some years.

THE MIDDLE PASSAGE
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 June: A negrero flying the Spanish flag “Colores de Sangre y Oro” (as shown below), the Indagadora, master 
Hernandez, M., on one of its six known Middle Passage voyages, out of an unknown area of Africa, arrived at 
a port of Cuba.

THE MIDDLE PASSAGE

RACE SLAVERY
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 July: A negrero flying the Spanish flag (as shown below), the Esperanca, master E.P. Noreiga, on its one and 
only known Middle Passage, delivered a cargo of 270 enslaved Africans, arriving at the port of Havana, Cuba.

THE MIDDLE PASSAGE
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 August: A negrero flying the Spanish flag (as shown below), the Intrepido, master T.P. y Miro, on its one and 
only known Middle Passage, delivered a cargo of 153 enslaved Africans, arriving at the port of Havana.

THE MIDDLE PASSAGE
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 September: Governor Brigadier-General Charles Dallas proposed the building of an inclined plane, “Jacob’s 
Ladder,” on St. Helena.

A negrero flying the Spanish flag (as shown below), the Fama de Cadiz, master Igartua, M., on its one and 
only known Middle Passage, arrived at its destination, Cuba.

THE MIDDLE PASSAGE

RACE SLAVERY
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 November: A negrero flying the Spanish flag (as shown below), the Gallo, master Gonzalez, R., on its second 
of two known Middle Passages, out of an unknown area of Africa, arrived at a port of Cuba.

 November 27, Thursday: Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: 
“Report of the Secretary of the Navy.” –AMERICAN STATE PAPERS, NAVAL AFFAIRS, III. No. 370.

A requiem mass in memory of Franz Schubert took place in St. Ulrich’s Church, Vienna. The Requiem of 
Mozart was performed.

Widerspruch D.865, a vocal quartet by Franz Schubert to words of Seidl, was performed for the initial time, 
in the Musikvereinsaal, Vienna.

In Providence, Rhode Island, Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 27 of 11 M / This also is our Moy [Monthly] Meeting at 
home - I feel for the dear friends I have left & desire they may 
be favourd to support the ark with firmness. — Oh that they may 
be Strengthened & Truth Prosper every where. — I desire in myself 
renew’d faithfulness in its cause. —

THE MIDDLE PASSAGE

RACE SLAVERY
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 December: Inexpressibly saddened by the death of Rachel (or enraged, or aroused, or whatever), President 
Andrew Jackson turned to a group of trusted unofficial advisers, his infamous “kitchen cabinet” made up of 
such gents as William Berkeley Lewis, Isaac Hill, Duff Green, Amos Kendall, and Jackson’s nephew Andrew 
Jackson Donelson, to fill up his administration with appointees. Though what would happen would hardly the 
first use of the “spoils system” in American history, this clutch of groupies would transform the practice into 
a plague.

5 slavers or “negreros” flying the Spanish flag were arriving at the island of Cuba during this month: the 
Ferme, master J. Sandrino, on its one and only known Middle Passage with 492 pieces of cargo out of PoPo 
but arriving with only 485 as seven of these pieces of cargo had died in transit: the Gallito, master J. Ferrer, 
completing its first of two known Middle Passages; the Indagadora, master M.D. de Medina, on one of its six 
known Middle Passage voyages; the Herculina, master A. Cortina, completing its second of two known 
Middle Passages; and the Cristina, master F. de los  Reyes, completing its first of two known Middle Passages.

THE MIDDLE PASSAGE

RACE SLAVERY
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 Did Brazil attempt to stop its participation in the international slave-trade in this year?

1829

Date Slave-trade Abolished by

1802 Denmark

1807 Great Britain; United States

1813 Sweden

1814 Netherlands

1815 Portugal (north of the equator)

1817 Spain (north of the equator)

1818 France

1820 Spain

1829 Brazil (?)

1830 Portugal
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 January: A negrero flying the Spanish flag (as shown below), the Clio, master D.F. Matemala, on its one and 
only known Middle Passage, arrived in Cuban waters.

 January 28, Wednesday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

4th day 28th of 1st M / Moy [Monthly] Meeting in Providence. The 
first was silent with the exception of a short testimony from 
Hannah Robinson. — In the last a long & trying case which has 
long exercised friends here was brought to a conclusion. Sampson 
Almy after having been nearly or quite two years under dealings 
was restored to membership. — taking the case where it was & is 
It seemed to me it was the best that could be done with it. —
I feel disposed to acknowledge that my mind is from season to 
season in good measure replenished with good, humility & 
thankfulness often pervades my heart & I desire to be preserved 
in this frame.

THE MIDDLE PASSAGE

RACE SLAVERY

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
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William Burke was hanged in Edinburgh for the crime of murdering admittedly 15 persons by suffocation in 
order to sell cadavers to doctors for dissection (a woman named M’Dougal, who was charged with having been 
his accomplice, had been acquitted):

The US House of Representatives received, from its Committee on Commerce, Bill #399, a proposal to amend 
the Act of 1807 dealing with the international slave trade.

Referred to Committee of the Whole. HOUSE JOURNAL, 20th Congress,
2d session, pages 58, 84, 215. Cf. HOUSE JOURNAL, 20th Congress,
1st session, pages 121, 135.

“LIFE WITHOUT PRINCIPLE”: The last resource of our energy has been the
robbing of graveyards on the Isthmus of Darien, an enterprise
which appears to be but in its infancy; for, according to late
accounts, an act has passed its second reading in the legislature
of New Granada, regulating this kind of mining; and a
correspondent of the Tribune writes: –“In the dry season, when
the weather will permit of the country being properly prospected,
no doubt other rich ‘guacas’ [that is, graveyards] will be found.”
To emigrants he says: –“Do not come before December; take the
Isthmus route in preference to the Boca del Toro one; bring no
useless baggage, and do not cumber yourself with a tent; but a
good pair of blankets will be necessary; a pick, shovel, and axe
of good material will be almost all that is required”: advice
which might have been taken from the “Burker’s Guide.” And he
concludes with this line in italics and small capitals: “If you
are doing well at home, STAY THERE,” which may fairly be
interpreted to mean, “If you are getting a good living by robbing
graveyards at home, stay there.”

THE MARKET FOR HUMAN BODY PARTS
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 February: A negrero flying the Spanish flag (as depicted below), the Golondrina, master A.G. Caravagal, on 
its one and only known Middle Passage, having sailed out of Little Bassa with a cargo of 78 enslaved Africans, 
arrived at its destination port of Puerto Padre, Cuba.

 February 19, Thursday: According to an almanac of the period, “The Russian General Kumianoff defeats a 
Turkish division or troops with considerable loss. The Turkish garrison of Giurgevo make a sortie with over 
3000 men, but are driven back by the Russians.”

American slaver captains like La Coste of South Carolina, caught red-handed and convicted, were usually at 
the last moment the beneficiaries of “executive clemency” by the President of the United States. For instance, 
on this date L.R. Wallace, who had like Zenas Winston incurred penalties for slave-trading, was pardoned by 
President John Quincy Adams (PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 215).

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 19th of 2 M / Today was Preparative Meeting in Providence 
& also at Newport - I think of our friends at home & feel for & 
with them & hope best help is near — Our Meeting at Providence 
was a time of favour & I thought I never heard Wm Almy more in 
the Authority of the gospel - Hannah Robinson appeared in 

THE MIDDLE PASSAGE

CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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supplication & tho’ it was not perhaps of the highest Stamp, was 
not wholly void of acceptance. — This evening Elizabeth Congdon 
& Abigail Arnold came & set in a Social visit with us. —

 March 2, Monday: According to an almanac of the period, “Bills passed the House of Representatives at 
Washington (having ·previously passed the Senate), authorizing a subscription of $——— to the Chesapeake 
and Delaware Canal Company, and of $600,000 to the Louisville and Portland Canal Company, in Kentucky.”

In Boston, incorporation of the first school for the blind in the USA, Dr. John Dix Fisher’s New England 
Asylum for the Blind.

“An Act making additional appropriations for the support of the navy,” etc.

“For the reimbursement of the marshal of Florida for expenses
incurred in the case of certain Africans who were wrecked on the
coast of the United States, and for the expense of exporting
them to Africa,” $16,000 (STATUTES AT LARGE, IV. 353, 354).

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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 May: A negrero flying the Spanish flag (as shown below), the Amistad Habanera, master M. Fernandez, on 
one of its five known Middle Passage voyages, out of an unknown area of Africa with a cargo of 300 enslaved 
Africans, arrived at the port of Havana.

 June: A negrero flying the Portuguese flag, the Joao Cabeca, master J.C. Gonzalves, on its one and only 
known Middle Passage, sailing out of Bissau with a cargo of 16 enslaved Africans, arriving at the port of 
Maranhao, Brazil.

THE MIDDLE PASSAGE

THE MIDDLE PASSAGE
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 July: Two negreros flying the Spanish flag (as shown below), the Indagadora, master J. Garcia, out of an 
unknown area of Africa on one of its 6 known Middle Passage voyages, and, the Constancia, master F. Garcia, 
out of an unknown area of Africa on one of its 4 known Middle Passage voyages, arrived at a port of Cuba.

RACE SLAVERY

THE MIDDLE PASSAGE
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 September: A negrero flying the Spanish flag (as shown below), the Constancia, master A. Ferrar, on one of 
its four known Middle Passage voyages, starting with a cargo of 438 enslaved Africans out of an unknown 
area of Africa but arrived at a port of Cuba with only 70 — as 368 had succumbed.

THE MIDDLE PASSAGE
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 November: A negrero flying the Spanish flag (as shown below), the Amistad Habanera, master D. Urquijo, 
on one of its five known Middle Passage voyages, out of an unknown area of Africa, arrived at a port of Cuba.

Another slaver flying the Spanish flag, the Gallito, master F. Garcia, on its second of two known Middle 
Passages, with a cargo of 144 enslaved Africans out of Rio Pongo (do you have any idea where that may have 
been?) but arriving at Havana with only 136 as eight had died in transit.

 December 1, Tuesday: Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: “Report 
of the Secretary of the Navy.” –HOUSE DOCUMENT, 21 Cong. 1 sess. I. No. 2, p. 40.

THE MIDDLE PASSAGE
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 The schooner Comet was wrecked on a voyage from Alexandria, Virginia to New Orleans, Louisiana. 
When the survivors wound up in the Bahamas, the British authorities there of course declared the enslaved 
Americans on board to be free. The US federal government, guardian of our liberties, of course registered a 
formal protest.1793

“It is simply crazy that there should ever have come 
into being a world with such a sin in it, in which a man 
is set apart because of his color — the superficial fact 
about a human being. Who could want such a world? For 
an American fighting for his love of country, that the 
last hope of earth should from its beginning have 
swallowed slavery, is an irony so withering, a justice 
so intimate in its rebuke of pride, as to measure only 
with God.”

— Stanley Cavell, MUST WE MEAN WHAT WE SAY?
 1976, page 141

 Up to this point the words of the Reverend John Newton’s 1772 hymn “Amazing Grace” had been being sung 
to any number of different melodies. At this point, in America, the words were becoming wedded to one 
particular melody, that of “New Britain” in William Walker’s THE SOUTHERN HARMONY.

Amazing Grace! How sweet the sound!
That saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost, But now am found
Was blind but now I see.

’Twas grace that taught my heart to fear.
And grace my fears relieved;
How precious did that grace appear
The hour I first believed!

Through many dangers, toils and snares
I have already come.
’Tis grace hath brought me safe thus far,
And grace will lead me home!

The Lord has promised good to me,
His word my hope secures;
He will my shield and portion be,
As long as life endures.

Yes, when this flesh and heart shall fail,
And mortal life shall cease;
I shall possess within the vail,

1830

1793. American slaver captains like La Coste of South Carolina, caught red-handed and convicted, were usually at the last moment 
the beneficiaries of “executive clemency” by the President of the United States. During the presidency of Andrew Jackson, five such 
cases would arise and all five would receive pardons (PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 225, 270, 301, 393, 440).
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A life of joy and peace!1794

 January: Two negreros flying the Portuguese flag arrived at Rio de Janeiro. One, the D’Estevao d’Atayde, 
master J.A. Franco, sailing out of Mozambique on its one and only known Middle Passage, arrived with a 
cargo of 280 enslaved Africans to off-load into the local barracoon, not losing any in transit. The other, the 
Feliz Mariana, master J.A. da Silva, sailing out of Mocam on its one and only known Middle Passage, had 
started with 260 enslaved Africans but unfortunately was able to off-load only 144, as 116 of its cargo had died 
in transit.

Date Slave-trade Abolished by

1802 Denmark

1807 Great Britain; United States

1813 Sweden

1814 Netherlands

1815 Portugal (north of the equator)

1817 Spain (north of the equator)

1818 France

1820 Spain

1829 Brazil (?)

1830 Portugal

1794. A verse of the hymn “Jerusalem, My Happy Home” would be tacked into the song, by Harriet Beecher Stowe in UNCLE 
TOM’S CABIN:

When we’ve been there ten thousand years,
Bright shining as the sun;
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise
Than when we first begun!

(Other of the Reverend Newton’s verses are absent in the current Joan Baez version.)

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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 April: A negrero flying the Spanish flag (as shown below), the Andromaca, master J.L. Villavaso, out of an 
unknown area of Africa on its first of two known Middle Passages, arrived at a port of Cuba.

 April 7, Wednesday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

4th day 7 of 4 M / Our Meeting silent - Jos Randal with Turner 
Haskell attended - After Meeting they with J Farnum, A Comstock 
& myself met in our room on the trying cases at Pawtucket. we 
spent some timme in consideration & agreed on reports in some 
of them & expect to meet again on the others. —
Last eveng Sister Mary Rodman came up to see us & has been very 
Agreeably with us today. — Br David who came with her returned 
today with our Scarcely seeing him, his buisness laying in town 
& he under necessity of leaving with out having time to be with 
us

THE MIDDLE PASSAGE

RACE SLAVERY

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
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Documentation per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: “Slave Trade ... Report: “The committee to whom were referred 
the memorial of the American Society for colonizing the free people of color of the United States; also, sundry 
memorials from the inhabitants of the State of Kentucky, and a memorial from certain free people of color of 
the State of Ohio, report,” etc., 3 pages Appendix. Collected and arranged by Samuel Burch. 290 pages.” –
HOUSE REPORTS, 21st Congress, 1st session, III. No. 348. (Contains a reprint of legislation and documents 
from 14th Congress, 2d session to 21st Congress, 1st session. Very valuable.)

The US House of Representatives considered a resolution against the slave-trade.

Mr. Mercer reported the following resolution: — 
“Resolved, That the President of the United States be requested
to consult and negotiate with all the Governments where
Ministers of the United States are, or shall be accredited, on
the means of effecting an entire and immediate abolition of the
African slave trade; and especially, on the expediency, with
that view, of causing it to be universally denounced as
piratical.” Referred to Committee of the Whole; no further
action recorded. HOUSE JOURNAL, 21st Congress, 1st session, page
512.

It also considered a proposition to amend the Act of March 3, 1819.

Mr. Mercer, from the committee to which was referred the
memorial of the American Colonization Society, and also
memorials, from the inhabitants of Kentucky and Ohio, reported
with a bill (No. 412) to amend “An act in addition to the acts
prohibiting the slave trade,” passed March 3, 1819. Read twice
and referred to Committee of the Whole. HOUSE JOURNAL, 21st
Congress, 1st session, page 512.

 May 31, Monday: After “An Act making a re-appropriation of a sum heretofore appropriated for the 
suppression of the slave trade” (STATUTES AT LARGE, IV. 425; SENATE JOURNAL, 21st Congress, 1st session, 
pages 359, 360, 383; HOUSE JOURNAL, 21st Congress, 1st session, pages 624, 808-11), the federal Congress 
adjourned.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: A somewhat more sincere and determined
effort to enforce the slave-trade laws now followed; and yet it
is a significant fact that not until Lincoln’s administration
did a slave-trader suffer death for violating the laws of the
United States. The participation of Americans in the trade
continued, declining somewhat between 1825 and 1830, and then
reviving, until it reached its highest activity between 1840 and
1860. The development of a vast internal slave-trade, and the
consequent rise in the South of vested interests strongly
opposed to slave smuggling, led to a falling off in the illicit
introduction of Negroes after 1825, until the fifties;
nevertheless, smuggling never entirely ceased, and large numbers
were thus added to the plantations of the Gulf States.
Monroe had various constitutional scruples as to the execution
of the Act of 1819;1795 but, as Congress took no action, he at
last put a fair interpretation on his powers, and appointed
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Samuel Bacon as an agent in Africa to form a settlement for
recaptured Africans. Gradually the agency thus formed became
merged with that of the Colonization Society on Cape Mesurado;
and from this union Liberia was finally evolved.1796

Meantime, during the years 1818 to 1820, the activity of the
slave-traders was prodigious. General James Tallmadge declared
in the House, February 15, 1819: “Our laws are already highly
penal against their introduction, and yet, it is a well known
fact, that about fourteen thousand slaves have been brought into
our country this last year.”1797 In the same year Middleton of
South Carolina and Wright of Virginia estimated illicit
introduction at 13,000 and 15,000 respectively.1798 Judge Story,
in charging a jury, took occasion to say: “We have but too many
proofs from unquestionable sources, that it [the slave-trade]
is still carried on with all the implacable rapacity of former
times. Avarice has grown more subtle in its evasions, and
watches and seizes its prey with an appetite quickened rather
than suppressed by its guilty vigils. American citizens are
steeped to their very mouths (I can hardly use too bold a figure)
in this stream of iniquity.”1799 The following year, 1820,
brought some significant statements from various members of
Congress. Said Smith of South Carolina: “Pharaoh was, for his
temerity, drowned in the Red Sea, in pursuing them [the
Israelites] contrary to God’s express will; but our Northern
friends have not been afraid even of that, in their zeal to
furnish the Southern States with Africans. They are better
seamen than Pharaoh, and calculate by that means to elude the
vigilance of Heaven; which they seem to disregard, if they can
but elude the violated laws of their country.”1800 As late as May
he saw little hope of suppressing the traffic.1801 Sergeant of
Pennsylvania declared: “It is notorious that, in spite of the
utmost vigilance that can be employed, African negroes are
clandestinely brought in and sold as slaves.”1802 Plumer of New
Hampshire stated that “of the unhappy beings, thus in violation
of all laws transported to our shores, and thrown by force into
the mass of our black population, scarcely one in a hundred is
ever detected by the officers of the General Government, in a
part of the country, where, if we are to believe the statement
of Governor Rabun, ‘an officer who would perform his duty, by
attempting to enforce the law [against the slave trade] is, by
many, considered as an officious meddler, and treated with
derision and contempt;’ ... I have been told by a gentleman, who
has attended particularly to this subject, that ten thousand
slaves were in one year smuggled into the United States; and

1795. Attorney-General Wirt advised him, October, 1819, that no part of the appropriation could be used to purchase land in Africa 
or tools for the Negroes, or as salary for the agent: OPINIONS OF ATTORNEYS-GENERAL, I. 314-7. Monroe laid the case before 
Congress in a special message Dec. 20, 1819 (HOUSE JOURNAL, 16th Congress 1st session, page 57); but no action was taken there.
1796. Cf. Kendall’s Report, August, 1830: SENATE DOCUMENT, 21st Congress 2d session, I. No. 1, pages 211-8; also see below, 
Chapter X.
1797. Speech in the House of Representatives, Feb. 15, 1819, page 18; published in Boston, 1849.
1798. Jay, INQUIRY INTO AMERICAN COLONIZATION (1838), page 59, note.
1799. Quoted in Friends’ FACTS AND OBSERVATIONS ON THE SLAVE TRADE (ed. 1841), pages 7-8.
1800. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 16th Congress 1st session, pages 270-1.
1801. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 16th Congress 1st session, page 698.
1802. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 16th Congress 1st session, page 1207.
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that, even for the last year, we must count the number not by
hundreds, but by thousands.”1803 In 1821 a committee of Congress
characterized prevailing methods as those “of the grossest fraud
that could be practised to deceive the officers of
government.”1804 Another committee, in 1822, after a careful
examination of the subject, declare that they “find it
impossible to measure with precision the effect produced upon
the American branch of the slave trade by the laws above
mentioned, and the seizures under them. They are unable to
state, whether those American merchants, the American capital
and seamen which heretofore aided in this traffic, have
abandoned it altogether, or have sought shelter under the flags
of other nations.” They then state the suspicious circumstance
that, with the disappearance of the American flag from the
traffic, “the trade, notwithstanding, increases annually, under
the flags of other nations.” They complain of the spasmodic
efforts of the executive. They say that the first United States
cruiser arrived on the African coast in March, 1820, and
remained a “few weeks;” that since then four others had in two
years made five visits in all; but “since the middle of last
November, the commencement of the healthy season on that coast,
no vessel has been, nor, as your committee is informed, is, under
orders for that service.”1805 The United States African agent,
Ayres, reported in 1823: “I was informed by an American officer
who had been on the coast in 1820, that he had boarded 20
American vessels in one morning, lying in the port of Gallinas,
and fitted for the reception of slaves. It is a lamentable fact,
that most of the harbours, between the Senegal and the line,
were visited by an equal number of American vessels, and for the
sole purpose of carrying away slaves. Although for some years
the coast had been occasionally visited by our cruizers, their
short stay and seldom appearance had made but slight impression
on those traders, rendered hardy by repetition of crime, and
avaricious by excessive gain. They were enabled by a regular
system to gain intelligence of any cruizer being on the
coast.”1806

Even such spasmodic efforts bore abundant fruit, and indicated
what vigorous measures might have accomplished. Between May,
1818, and November, 1821, nearly six hundred Africans were
recaptured and eleven American slavers taken.1807 Such measures
gradually changed the character of the trade, and opened the
international phase of the question. American slavers cleared

1803. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 16th Congress 1st session, page 1433.
1804. Referring particularly to the case of the slaver “Plattsburg.” Cf. HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress 1st session, II. No. 92, page 
10.
1805. HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress 1st session, II. No. 92, page 2. The President had in his message spoken in exhilarating tones 
of the success of the government in suppressing the trade. The House Committee appointed in pursuance of this passage made the 
above report. Their conclusions are confirmed by British reports: PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1822, Vol. XXII., SLAVE TRADE, 
Further Papers, III. page 44. So, too, in 1823, Ashmun, the African agent, reports that thousands of slaves are being abducted.
1806. Ayres to the Secretary of the Navy, Feb. 24, 1823; reprinted in FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE (1824), page 
31.
1807. HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress 1st session, II. No. 92, pages 5-6. The slavers were the “Ramirez,” “Endymion,” 
“Esperanza,” “Plattsburg,” “Science,” “Alexander,” “Eugene,” “Mathilde,” “Daphne,” “Eliza,” and “La Pensée.” In these 573 
Africans were taken. The naval officers were greatly handicapped by the size of the ships, etc. (cf. FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN 
SLAVE-TRADE (1824), pages 33-41). They nevertheless acted with great zeal.
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for foreign ports, there took a foreign flag and papers, and
then sailed boldly past American cruisers, although their real
character was often well known. More stringent clearance laws
and consular instructions might have greatly reduced this
practice; but nothing was ever done, and gradually the laws
became in large measure powerless to deal with the bulk of the
illicit trade. In 1820, September 16, a British officer, in his
official report, declares that, in spite of United States laws,
“American vessels, American subjects, and American capital, are
unquestionably engaged in the trade, though under other colours
and in disguise.”1808 The United States ship “Cyane” at one time
reported ten captures within a few days, adding: “Although they
are evidently owned by Americans, they are so completely covered
by Spanish papers that it is impossible to condemn them.”1809 The
governor of Sierra Leone reported the rivers Nunez and Pongas
full of renegade European and American slave-traders;1810 the
trade was said to be carried on “to an extent that almost
staggers belief.”1811 Down to 1824 or 1825, reports from all
quarters prove this activity in slave-trading.
The execution of the laws within the country exhibits grave
defects and even criminal negligence. Attorney-General Wirt
finds it necessary to assure collectors, in 1819, that “it is
against public policy to dispense with prosecutions for
violation of the law to prohibit the Slave trade.”1812 One
district attorney writes: “It appears to be almost impossible
to enforce the laws of the United States against offenders after
the negroes have been landed in the state.”1813 Again, it is
asserted that “when vessels engaged in the slave trade have been
detained by the American cruizers, and sent into the slave-
holding states, there appears at once a difficulty in securing
the freedom to these captives which the laws of the United States
have decreed for them.”1814 In some cases, one man would smuggle
in the Africans and hide them in the woods; then his partner
would “rob” him, and so all trace be lost.1815 Perhaps 350
Africans were officially reported as brought in contrary to law
from 1818 to 1820: the absurdity of this figure is apparent.1816

A circular letter to the marshals, in 1821, brought reports of
only a few well-known cases, like that of the “General Ramirez;”
the marshal of Louisiana had “no information.”1817

There appears to be little positive evidence of a large illicit
importation into the country for a decade after 1825. It is
hardly possible, however, considering the activity in the trade,

1808. PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1821, Vol. XXIII., SLAVE TRADE, Further Papers, A, page 76. The names and description of a 
dozen or more American slavers are given: PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1821, Vol. XXIII., SLAVE TRADE, Further Papers, A, pages 
18-21.
1809. HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress 1st session, II. No. 92, pages 15-20.
1810. HOUSE DOCUMENT, 18th Congress 1st session, VI. No. 119, page 13.
1811. PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1823, Vol. XVIII., SLAVE TRADE, Further Papers, A, pages 10-11.
1812. OPINIONS OF ATTORNEYS-GENERAL, V. 717.
1813. R.W. Habersham to the Secretary of the Navy, August, 1821; reprinted in FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE 
(1824), page 47.
1814. FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE (1824), page 42.
1815. FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE (1824), page 43.
1816. Cf. above, pages 126-7.
1817. FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE (1824), page 42.
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that slaves were not largely imported. Indeed, when we note how
the laws were continually broken in other respects, absence of
evidence of petty smuggling becomes presumptive evidence that
collusive or tacit understanding of officers and citizens
allowed the trade to some extent.1818 Finally, it must be noted
that during all this time scarcely a man suffered for
participating in the trade, beyond the loss of the Africans and,
more rarely, of his ship. Red-handed slavers, caught in the act
and convicted, were too often, like La Coste of South Carolina,
the subjects of executive clemency.1819 In certain cases there
were those who even had the effrontery to ask Congress to cancel
their own laws. For instance, in 1819 a Venezuelan privateer,
secretly fitted out and manned by Americans in Baltimore,
succeeded in capturing several American, Portuguese, and Spanish
slavers, and appropriating the slaves; being finally wrecked
herself, she transferred her crew and slaves to one of her
prizes, the “Antelope,” which was eventually captured by a
United States cruiser and the 280 Africans sent to Georgia.
After much litigation, the United States Supreme Court ordered
those captured from Spaniards to be surrendered, and the others
to be returned to Africa. By some mysterious process, only 139
Africans now remained, 100 of whom were sent to Africa. The
Spanish claimants of the remaining thirty-nine sold them to a
certain Mr. Wilde, who gave bond to transport them out of the
country. Finally, in December, 1827, there came an innocent
petition to Congress to cancel this bond.1820 A bill to that effect
passed and was approved, May 2, 1828,1821 and in consequence
these Africans remained as slaves in Georgia.

1818. A few accounts of captures here and there would make the matter less suspicious; these, however, do not occur. How large 
this suspected illicit traffic was, it is of course impossible to say; there is no reason why it may not have reached many hundreds per 
year.
1819. Cf. editorial in Niles’s Register, XXII. 114. Cf. also the following instances of pardons: — 
PRESIDENT JEFFERSON: March 1, 1808, Phillip M. Topham, convicted for “carrying on an illegal slave-trade” (pardoned twice). 
PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, I. 146, 148-9.
PRESIDENT MADISON: July 29, 1809, 15 vessels arrived at New Orleans from Cuba, with 666 white persons and 683 negroes. 
Every penalty incurred under the Act of 1807 was remitted. (Note: “Several other pardons of this nature were granted.”) PARDONS 
AND REMISSIONS, I. 179.
Nov. 8, 1809, John Hopkins and Lewis Le Roy, convicted for importing a slave. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, I. 184-5.
Feb. 12, 1810, William Sewall, convicted for importing slaves. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, I. 194, 235, 240.
May 5, 1812, William Babbit, convicted for importing slaves. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, I. 248.
PRESIDENT MONROE: June 11, 1822, Thomas Shields, convicted for bringing slaves into New Orleans. PARDONS AND 
REMISSIONS, IV. 15.
Aug. 24, 1822, J.F. Smith, sentenced to five years’ imprisonment and $3000 fine; served twenty-five months and was then pardoned. 
PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 22.
July 23, 1823, certain parties liable to penalties for introducing slaves into Alabama. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 63.
Aug. 15, 1823, owners of schooner “Mary,” convicted of importing slaves. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 66.
PRESIDENT J.Q. ADAMS: March 4, 1826, Robert Perry; his ship was forfeited for slave-trading. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 
140.
Jan. 17, 1827, Jesse Perry; forfeited ship, and was convicted for introducing slaves. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 158.
Feb. 13, 1827, Zenas Winston; incurred penalties for slave-trading. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 161. The four following cases 
are similar to that of Winston: — 
Feb. 24, 1827, John Tucker and William Morbon. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 162.
March 25, 1828, Joseph Badger. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 192.
Feb. 19, 1829, L.R. Wallace. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 215.
PRESIDENT JACKSON: Five cases. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 225, 270, 301, 393, 440.
The above cases were taken from manuscript copies of the Washington records, made by Mr. W.C. Endicott, Jr., and kindly loaned 
me.
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On the whole, it is plain that, although in the period from 1807
to 1820 Congress laid down broad lines of legislation
sufficient, save in some details, to suppress the African slave
trade to America, yet the execution of these laws was criminally
lax. Moreover, by the facility with which slavers could disguise
their identity, it was possible for them to escape even a
vigorous enforcement of our laws. This situation could properly
be met only by energetic and sincere international co-
operation....1822

1820. See SENATE JOURNAL, 20th Congress 1st session, pages 60, 66, 340, 341, 343, 348, 352, 355; HOUSE JOURNAL, 20th Congress 
1st session, pages 59, 76, 123, 134, 156, 169, 173, 279, 634, 641, 646, 647, 688, 692.
1821. STATUTES AT LARGE, VI. 376.
1822. Among interesting minor proceedings in this period were two Senate bills to register slaves so as to prevent illegal 
importation. They were both dropped in the House; a House proposition to the same effect also came to nothing: SENATE JOURNAL, 
15th Congress 1st session, pages 147, 152, 157, 165, 170, 188, 201, 203, 232, 237; 15th Congress 2d session, pages 63, 74, 77, 202, 
207, 285, 291, 297; HOUSE JOURNAL, 15th Congress 1st session, page 332; 15th Congress 2d session, pages 303, 305, 316; 16th 
Congress 1st session, page 150. Another proposition was contained in the Meigs resolution presented to the House, Feb. 5, 1820, 
which proposed to devote the public lands to the suppression of the slave-trade. This was ruled out of order. It was presented again 
and laid on the table in 1821: HOUSE JOURNAL, 16th Congress 1st session, pages 196, 200, 227; 16th Congress 2d session, page 238.
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 June:  When the schooner St. Helena used by the East India Company’s government of St. Helena was 
captured by pirates, they eliminated the crew by tying pairs back to back and shoving them over the rail.

A negrero flying the Spanish flag (as shown below), the Emilia, master F. Lescaya, on its one and only known 
Middle Passage, had started with a cargo of 210 enslaved Africans out of Kalabari but arrived during this 
month at Havana, Cuba with only 192 for 18 had died in transit.

 June 4, Friday: The initial freight boat from the interior arrived in Portland via the Cumberland-Oxford Canal.

Antonio Jose de Sucre, liberating general and former President of Bolivia, was shot to death near Pasto, 
Colombia by persons unknown. He was returning to Quito to take up private life again.

The American-built negrero Fenix was captured by the USS Grampus while flying Spanish colors, and was 
discovered to be carrying a cargo of 82 enslaved Africans. The vessel and its cargo would be brought to the 
harbor of Pensacola, Florida (HOUSE DOCUMENT, 21st Congress, 2d session III, No. 54; HOUSE REPORTS, 24th 
Congress, 1st session I, No. 223; Niles’s Register, XXXVIII. 357).

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

6th day 4 of 6 M / Rose very early this morning & was up in 
season to take the Steam Boat for Providence & arrived here about 

THE MIDDLE PASSAGE

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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nine OClock in the Morning. found The inmates of the Institution 
well & I was glad to see them. —

 June 5, Saturday: Hector Berlioz wrote to his family in La Cote-St. Andre to ask consent to marry Camille 
Moke, a very talented 18-year-old pianist. To his astonishment, they agreed.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

7th day 5th of 6 M / Took tea at Wm Jenkins where I found Our 
Valued & dear friend Elisha Bates who had a little previous 
arrived here in the Steam Boat from NYork intending to be at our 
Yearly Meeting which commences Next Week. —

 June 6, Sunday: Hector Berlioz and Camille Moke attempted an elopement. They got as far as Vincennes 
before turning back.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

1st day 6th of 6th M 1830 / With my H rode to Smithfield to 
attend Meeting there by vertue of our appointment by the Moy 
[Monthly] Meeting - It was a pleasant ride tho’ it rained on our 
return home - it was a heavy Meeting but I trust not without 
effect —In the Afternoon attended Meeting at home - which was 
silent & the same old feeling attended me as in the Morning - 
by which I judge the defect was in myself & not occasioned by 
others. —
Elisha Bates attended Meeting in Providence & had good Service

 July 3, Saturday: French elections concluding on this day would result in a loss for pro-government forces.

A convict ship, the Hercules, set sail from England for New South Wales, Australia conveying a single convict 
sentenced to transportation for 14 years.

The Savannah, Georgia The Georgian carried an intriguing story about the Spanish negrero Fenix, which had 
been stopped by a US warship because it was robbing an American ship off Cuba:

The schooner Swift at Charleston from Key West, on the 25th ultimo
off Key West, was boarded by a boat from the R.C. Pulaski [Capt.]
Swiler, from Key West for Pensacola, with a piratical Guineaman
under convoy, who reported that the above slaver had been taken
a few days previous off the East end of Cuba while in the act
of robbing an American brig (the Kremlin of Boston from Europe
bound to Havana) by the U.S. schooner Grampus — She had, when
taken, 83 slaves on board, of which 3 had died since their
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capture. The pirate was formerly the pilot boat built schooner
Trimmer, of New York. The Grampus left Key West 24 ultimo for
Pensacola — officers and crew all well.

Have you ever wondered what happened to people who got freed from slave ships? As this article reported, 
there were 82 or 83 Africans, 3 of whom died before the warship reached its home port, Key West. They were 
taken on to Pensacola, and then to New Orleans, where a federal judge ruled they were free persons of color 
— but of course he could not free them in Louisiana lest they be seized and sold. The matter would need to be 
taken to the US Supreme Court before these people could be safely released.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

7th day 3rd of 7th M 1830 / This Morning Our friend Moses Brown 
waited on Benjamin Chappell Stanton a young man from Ohio to see 
us, after sitting a while he found himself very unwell & returned 
home, leaving Benjamin in our Care. — his object in coming from 
Ohio is to Solicit subscriptions for Barclays Works which he 
proposes to publish entire. — he appears to be a solid well 
concerned young man & I do heartily wish him success. —

 July 10, Saturday: Johann Nepomuk Hummel departed London after a highly successful three months of 
concertizing.

The Pensacola, Florida Gazette added some detail to the intriguing story of the negrero Feniz that had been 
presented by the Savannah, Georgia newspaper The Georgian on July 3rd:

A Pirate Captured
Lieutenant James P. Wilson arrived at this place on Thursday
last with the Spanish schooner Feniz, which the U.S. Schooner
Grampus, Lieut. Com’t Mayo captured on the 4th of June, off Cape
Hayti, for an attempt to commit a piracy on the brig Kremlin, of
Boston, from Antwerp bound to New Orleans. We have collected the
following particulars. The schooner was from the Coast of
Africa, with slaves bound to Cuba, and fell in with the brig on
the 4th June, near Cape Hayti, kept in company, endeavoring to
intimidate her by crossing her bow, keeping her gun trained on
her, with her men at quarters. The schooner ordered the boat of
the brig to come along side, which the captain refused — in this
situation they remained nearly all day when the Grampus made her
appearance and the schooner bore away. Capt. Mayo hailed the
brig, ascertained the character of the schooner and immediately
gave chase, captured and ordered her to this port. The schooner
is about 60 tons burthen armed with a 6 pounder and muskets and
19 men, all Spaniards. She was formerly the pilot boat Trimmer,
of New York. There were 82 negroes on board at the time of the
capture — 5 have since died....

Ship News, Port of Pensacola, July 10
Arrived: [July] 8th — Schooner Finez (Phoenix) formerly the

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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schooner Trimmer, a prize to the United States schooner Grampus —
cargo, 77 slaves from the coast of Africa. Late captain of the
Finez, Francisco Pablo de la Torre.

We also have an undated article about the Feniz and its cargo of enslaved Africans in the New Orleans 
Advertiser, since it has been quoted in the African Repository and Colonial Journal, Vol VI, p. 317-318, 1830:

Intelligence Recaptured Africans — It is well known that the
African negroes brought to this port by the officers of the U.S.
schooner Grampus, were held by the United States Marshal by no
other authority than the verbal direction of the District
Attorney; since their arrival the ruffians who tore them from
the bosom of their country have made several attempts to recover
possession of them. They tried to bond them, but could not get
any person to become their security. We wish New Orleans may
never find within its bound men base and mean enough to lend
their names in support of such miscreants. The United States’
Marshal was somewhat placed in jeopardy with regard to these
negroes, supporting them without knowing who was to pay him —
whether the United States or the Spaniards, or whether he had
any right to be paid at all. An application was made to the Judge
of the United States, by Alfred Haneun and John Macready, Esqrs.
for a writ of Habeas Corpus in the name of those negroes, for
the purpose that the United States court should first declare
that these Africans being unjustly, illegally, and oppressively
dragged from their native country and their homes and their
firesides by lawless ruffians in open defiance of the laws of
civilized nations and of humanity, should be declared Freemen
and entitled to their birthright; as such secondly, that being
declared Freemen they should be declared under the protection
of the government of the United States, and to be disposed of
as the law of the United State should direct, and thereby, that
for the indemnification of the United States Marshal these
things were necessary as well as they were for the interest of
the wretched Africans. The Judge delivered his opinion, in which
he stated the case as it really was with great calmness and
precision. He said, amongst other things, that a case of this
kind had scarcely ever before occurred, and that on this
occasion the proper officer of the government had been applied
to, and as to the future disposal of these persons, he had no
doubt the government would dispose of them to the best advantage
to themselves. The marshall had sufficient authority to detain
these Africans as they were delivered to him by an officer of
the United States Navy. A law was passed in 1808, which
prohibited the introduction of foreign negroes, and in case any
should be introduced, gave the different states the power to
dispose of them as it seemed best to them. Louisiana had
uniformly sold them; but a law had been made subsequently,
taking from the state this power, and authorizing the government
of the United States to send all such negroes to Africa. Since
this was the case, he thought they could not obtain their liberty
at present. If they were made free now by the United States
court, the State of Louisiana would seize on them in pursuance

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY

HDT WHAT? INDEX
of the law passed the last session of the legislature,
compelling all free people of color who have come into this state
since 1828 to leave, and they would be driven off perhaps into
another state which had similar laws: thus these miserable
beings would be hunted like wild beasts from one state to
another. They were now protected by the United States and their
ultimate fate would depend upon the determination of the cabinet
at Washington.

 July 17, Saturday: The six finalists for the Prix de Rome, including Hector Berlioz, entered the loges. The 
poem was by Jean-Francois Gail on the last night of Sardanapalus.

Barthelemy Thimonnier received a French patent for the 1st practical sewing machine.

Contracts were signed by the Mohawk and Hudson Rail-Road of New York for grading, stone, and timber.

The Pensacola, Florida Gazette added some followup detail to the intriguing story of the negrero Feniz and its 
cargo of enslaved Africans that had begun on July 3rd:

The Feniz (prize to the USS Grampus) sailed for New Orleans Monday
last. The departure of this vessel has excited some considerable
conversation in the City, and we have heard it attributed
altogether to the absence of Judge Brackenridge. We do not
pretend to know any thing in relation to the causes which may
have induced the captors to take this vessel to New Orleans —
but in justice to Judge B. we will remark that his absence from
town could not have been the reason, as he had nothing to do
with the case until it came before his court for trial. The judge
it is true is absent from the city, but he is in the district
and it is well known that he has been engaged in holding the
courts in Jackson and Walton counties and that by a little
trouble he could have been informed that his services were
required here, and we have no doubt he would have been in town
within a week.

YOUR GARDEN-VARIETY ACADEMIC HISTORIAN INVITES YOU TO CLIMB 
ABOARD A HOVERING TIME MACHINE TO SKIM IN METATIME BACK 

ACROSS THE GEOLOGY OF OUR PAST TIMESLICES, WHILE OFFERING UP 
A GARDEN VARIETY OF COGENT ASSESSMENTS OF OUR PROGRESSION. 
WHAT A LOAD OF CRAP! YOU SHOULD REFUSE THIS HELICOPTERISH 

OVERVIEW OF THE HISTORICAL PAST, FOR IN THE REAL WORLD THINGS 
HAPPEN ONLY AS THEY HAPPEN. WHAT THIS SORT WRITES AMOUNTS, 
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LIKE MERE “SCIENCE FICTION,” MERELY TO “HISTORY FICTION”: 
IT’S NOT WORTH YOUR ATTENTION.

 September: A negrero flying the Portuguese flag, the Africana Oriental, master unknown, on its one and only 
known Middle Passage, offloaded its human cargo into the barracoon at its destination of Rio, Brazil.1823

1823. Since in this year Brazil prohibited the slave-trade under severe penalties, either this shipment was in defiance of the new law 
or the new law had not yet come into effect.
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 October 28, Thursday:  Thomas Carlyle jotted down that he had “Written a strange piece ‘On Clothes’ know 
not what will come of it.”1824

(Incidentally, you will notice that he here fully defines for us this term “Transcendentalism.”)

Hector Berlioz petitioned the Minister of the Interior for “authorization to enjoy in Paris the grant which the 
government in its munificence accords to laureates of the Academy.” He included support from four eminent 
musicians including Gaspare Spontini and Giacomo Meyerbeer.

Although in the previous year the British Slave Trade Commission had taken over the administration of 
Fernando Po, using this African island as a base for its suppression of the international slave trade, the British 
government gave an assurance to the Spanish government that it fully recognized that nation’s right to the 
sovereignty, property, and possession of the island (in 1833 the British would in fact withdraw).

1824. He would submit this to, and then withdraw it from, Fraser’s Magazine, and it would not achieve first publication in any form 
until 1833-1834. The fifty manuscript sheets he had created at this point probably would account for perhaps the first third of 
SARTOR RESARTUS as eventually published.

“Custom,” continues the Professor, “doth make dotards of us all.
Consider well, thou wilt find that Custom is the greatest of Weavers;
and weaves air-raiment for all the Spirits of the Universe; whereby
indeed these dwell with us visibly, as ministering servants, in our
houses and workshops; but their spiritual nature becomes, to the
most, forever hidden. Philosophy complains that Custom has hoodwinked
us, from the first; that we do everything by Custom, even Believe by
it; that our very Axioms, let us boast of Free-thinking as we may,
are oftenest simply such Beliefs as we have never heard questioned.
Nay, what is Philosophy throughout but a continual battle against
Custom; an ever-renewed effort to transcend the sphere of blind
Custom, and so become Transcendental?

SARTOR RESARTUS
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 November: A negrero flying the Spanish flag (as shown below), the Asturiana, master unknown, on its one 
and only known Middle Passage, arrived at its destination, Cuba.

 December:  During this month a convict ship, the Earl of Liverpool, set sail from England for New South 
Wales, Australia. Of the 157 convicts undergoing transportation, 31 had received life sentences and the 
average sentence was 9 years.

During this month a negrero flying the Portuguese flag, the Destimida, master R. Arribas, out of an unknown 
area of Africa on its first of two known Middle Passages, arrived at Rio de Janeiro, Brazil with a cargo of 50 
enslaved Africans.1825 Another slaver, this one flying the Spanish flag, the Amistad Habanera, master J.R. 
Arrarte, out of an unknown area of Africa on one of its five known Middle Passage voyages, was arriving at 
a port on the coast of Cuba.

1825. Since in this year Brazil prohibited the slave-trade under severe penalties, either this shipment was in defiance of the new law 
or the new law had not yet come into effect.
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 December 6, Monday:  By the order of Secretary of the Navy John Branch, what eventually would become 
the US Naval Observatory began as a straightforward Depot of Charts and Instruments with an annual budget 
of $330, under the direction of Lieutenant Louis M. Goldsborough. Its function was merely the restoration, 
repair, and rating of navigational instruments.

Charles Wilkes, put to work at the new Depot, would begin to build a rudimentary astronomical observatory 
which would become, in 1842 with an appropriation of $25,000, the National Observatory, forerunner of the 
US Naval Observatory. During the early 1800s American sealing and whaling ships had been harvesting huge 

rewards. Demand was insatiable for furs, whale bone, lamp oil, and ambergris as a base for perfumes. 
Unfortunately, the hunting grounds off Chile and Peru were quickly diminishing and by the 1820s the New 
England sailors had been forced farther and farther to the south in search of their reward. Penetration into the 
icy seas had created diverse problems for the sailors as the captains were reluctant to share information as to 
the location of their new hunting grounds. Ships would suddenly find themselves in danger of running against 
unreported and uncharged islets and submerged reefs. A number of vessels foundered or were wrecked. 
Demands came that the US Government sponsor exploring expeditions to the Antarctic to make all this 
information public knowledge for the good of commerce. There was a private expedition led by Benjamin 
Pendleton and Nathaniel Palmer from 1829 to 1831 — but the reports of this expedition had not met the need.

Lt. James Melville Gilliss would take charge of the project at the National Observatory, which would be 
completed in 1844.

The US federal Congress convened for its 2d session.

A package containing an expensive score of Olimpie arrived at the Paris home of Hector Berlioz. 
The score was signed “your affectionate Spontini” by the composer.

An interim administration was set up in Poland under Adam Jerzy, Prince Czartoryski.

The 1st astronomical observatory in the United States was set up by the Navy in Washington.

Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: “Report of the Secretary of the 
Navy.” –HOUSE DOCUMENT, 21st Congress 2d session I. Number 2, pages 42-3; AMERICAN STATE PAPERS, 
NAVAL AFFAIRS, III. No. 429 E. “Documents communicated to Congress by the President at the opening of 
the Second Session of the Twenty-first Congress, accompanying the Report of the Secretary of the Navy: Paper 
E. Statement of expenditures, etc., for the removal of Africans to Liberia.” –HOUSE DOCUMENT, 21st Congress 
2d session I. Number 2, pages 211-8.
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The 2d session of the 21st US Congress convened. John Randolph wrote from London, ill, on his way back 
from Russia: “... Congress and the Virginia Assembly both meet this day, and I pray God to send us, the people, 
a safe deliverance. It will be very unlucky in case of a general war in Europe, which some look forward to, that 
we shall have eaten all our wheat, for I learn that there is a total destruction of Indian corn.... A great discovery 
has been made on the Continent, far surpassing any of Archimedes or Newton. The people have discovered 
the secret of their strength; and the military have found out that they are the people. Commend me earnestly 
to all my old friends... I shall be among them (dead or alive) next Summer. I have provided for a leaden coffin, 
feeling as I do an inexpressible desire to lie by the side of my dear mother and honored father at old Matoax.”

President Andrew Jackson’s Message to 2d session, 21st Congress, arguing the right to use the veto at will:

The tribes which occupied the countries now
constituting the Eastern states were annihilated or
have melted away to make room for the whites. The waves
of population and civilization are rolling to the
westward, and we now propose to acquire the countries
occupied by the red men of the South and West by a fair
exchange, and, at the expense of the United States, to
send them to a land where their existence may be
prolonged and perhaps made perpetual.
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We may note that Jackson was proposing that the American folk do more for Cherokees than Adolf Hitler was 
willing to do for Jews. –Because the Nazi Party’s uniformed Schutzstaffel confiscated Jewish assets and used 
the resulting funds to purchase excursion-rate railroad tickets for them to Auschwitz, Poland (true fact). 
Whereas we generous Americans sent the Cherokees off to a concentration camp called Oklahoma, paying 
their tickets with federal tax money at no charge whatever to them for their excursion-rate tickets –even at a 
point in history before there were any railroad boxcars into which we could shut them without food or water– 
with a gratis escort service of US Cavalry to protect them and care for them on their journey.

John Randolph wrote from London, ill, on his way back from a fruitless mission to Russia:

... Congress and the Virginia Assembly both meet this day, 
and I pray God to send us, the people, a safe deliverance.
It will be very unlucky in case of a general war in Europe, which 
some look forward to, that we shall have eaten all our wheat, 
for I learn that there is a total destruction of Indian corn.
...A great discovery has been made on the Continent, far 
surpassing any of Archimedes or Newton. The people have 
discovered the secret of their strength; and the military have 
found out that they are the people...
Commend me earnestly to all my old friends ... I shall be among 
them (dead or alive) next Summer. I have provided for a leaden 
coffin, feeling as I do an inexpressible desire to lie by the 
side of my dear mother and honored father at old Matoax.
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 Great Britain and France entered into an agreement giving one another a limited right to board and search one 
another’s commercial shipping along the East and West coasts of Africa, and on the coasts of the West Indies 
and Brazil, in suppression of the slave-trade (BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1830-1, page 641 ff; 1832-
3, page 286 ff). They would renew their agreement in 1833.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: In 1824 the Right of Search was
established between England and Sweden, and in 1826 Brazil
promised to abolish the trade in three years.1826 In 1831 the
cause was greatly advanced by the signing of a treaty between
Great Britain and France, granting mutually a geographically
limited Right of Search.1827 This led, in the next few years, to
similar treaties with Denmark, Sardinia,1828 the Hanse towns,1829

and Naples.1830 Such measures put the trade more and more in the
hands of Americans, and it began greatly to increase. Mercer
sought repeatedly in the House to have negotiations reopened
with England, but without success.1831 Indeed, the chances of
success were now for many years imperilled by the recurrence of
deliberate search of American vessels by the British.1832 In the
majority of cases the vessels proved to be slavers, and some of
them fraudulently flew the American flag; nevertheless, their
molestation by British cruisers created much feeling, and
hindered all steps toward an understanding: the United States
was loath to have her criminal negligence in enforcing her own
laws thus exposed by foreigners. Other international questions
connected with the trade also strained the relations of the two
countries: three different vessels engaged in the domestic
slave-trade, driven by stress of weather, or, in the “Creole”
case, captured by Negroes on board, landed slaves in British
possessions; England freed them, and refused to pay for such as
were landed after emancipation had been proclaimed in the West
Indies.1833 The case of the slaver “L’Amistad” also raised
difficulties with Spain. This Spanish vessel, after the Negroes
on board had mutinied and killed their owners, was seized by a
United States vessel and brought into port for adjudication. The
court, however, freed the Negroes, on the ground that under
Spanish law they were not legally slaves; and although the
Senate repeatedly tried to indemnify the owners, the project did
not succeed.1834

1831

1826. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1823-4, and 1826-7. Brazil abolished the trade in 1830.
1827. This treaty was further defined in 1833: BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1830-1, page 641 ff.; 1832-3, page 286 ff.
1828. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1833-4, pages 218 ff., 1059 ff.
1829. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1837-8, page 268 ff.
1830. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1838-9, page 792 ff.
1831. Viz., Feb. 28, 1825; April 7, 1830; Feb. 16, 1831; March 3, 1831. The last resolution passed the House: HOUSE JOURNAL, 
21st Congress 2d session, pages 426-8.
1832. Cf. HOUSE DOCUMENT, 26th Congress 2d session, V. No. 115, pages 35-6, etc.; HOUSE REPORTS, 27 Cong. 3 sess. III. No. 
283, pages 730-55, etc.
1833. These were the celebrated cases of the “Encomium,” “Enterprize,” and “Comet.” Cf. SENATE DOCUMENT, 24th Congress 2d 
session, II. No. 174; 25 Cong. 3 sess. III. No. 216. Cf. also case of the “Creole”: SENATE DOCUMENT, 27th Congress 2d session, II.-
III. Nos. 51, 137.
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Such proceedings well illustrate the new tendency of the pro-
slavery party to neglect the enforcement of the slave-trade
laws, in a frantic defence of the remotest ramparts of slave
property. Consequently, when, after the treaty of 1831, France
and England joined in urging the accession of the United States
to it, the British minister was at last compelled to inform
Palmerston, December, 1833, that “the Executive at Washington
appears to shrink from bringing forward, in any shape, a
question, upon which depends the completion of their former
object — the utter and universal Abolition of the Slave Trade —
from an apprehension of alarming the Southern States.”1835 Great
Britain now offered to sign the proposed treaty of 1824 as
amended; but even this Forsyth refused, and stated that the
United States had determined not to become “a party of any
Convention on the subject of the Slave Trade.”1836

Estimates as to the extent of the slave-trade agree that the
traffic to North and South America in 1820 was considerable,
certainly not much less than 40,000 slaves annually. From that
time to about 1825 it declined somewhat, but afterward increased
enormously, so that by 1837 the American importation was
estimated as high as 200,000 Negroes annually. The total
abolition of the African trade by American countries then
brought the traffic down to perhaps 30,000 in 1842. A large and
rapid increase of illicit traffic followed; so that by 1847 the
importation amounted to nearly 100,000 annually. One province
of Brazil is said to have received 173,000 in the years 1846-
1849. In the decade 1850-1860 this activity in slave-trading
continued, and reached very large proportions.
The traffic thus carried on floated under the flags of France,
Spain, and Portugal, until about 1830; from 1830 to 1840 it began
gradually to assume the United States flag; by 1845, a large
part of the trade was under the stars and stripes; by 1850 fully
one-half the trade, and in the decade, 1850-1860 nearly all the
traffic, found this flag its best protection.1837

1834. SENATE DOCUMENT, 26th Congress 2d session, IV. No. 179; SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 31st Congress 2d session, III. 
No. 29; 32d Congress 2d session, III. No. 19; SENATE REPORTS, 31st Congress 2d session, No. 301; 32 Cong. 1 sess. I. No. 158; 
35th Congress 1st session, I. No. 36; HOUSE DOCUMENT, 26th Congress 1st session, IV. No. 185; 27 Cong. 3 sess. V. No. 191; 28th 
Congress 1st session, IV. No. 83; HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 32d Congress 2d session, III. No. 20; HOUSE REPORTS, 26th 
Congress 2d session, No. 51; 28th Congress 1st session, II. No. 426; 29th Congress 1st session, IV. No. 753; also Decisions of the 
U.S. Supreme Court, 15 Peters, 518. Cf. Drake, REVELATIONS OF A SLAVE SMUGGLER, page 98.
1835. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1834-5, page 136.
1836. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1834-5, pages 135-47. Great Britain made treaties meanwhile with Hayti, Uruguay, 
Venezuela, Bolivia, Argentine Confederation, Mexico, Texas, etc. Portugal prohibited the slave-trade in 1836, except between her 
African colonies. Cf. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, from 1838 to 1841.
1837. These estimates are from the following sources: BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1822-3, pages 94-110; 
PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1823, XVIII., SLAVE TRADE, Further Papers, A., pages 10-11; 1838-9, XLIX., SLAVE TRADE, Class A, 
Further Series, pages 115, 119, 121; HOUSE DOCUMENT, 19th Congress 1st session, I. No. 1, page 93; 20 Cong. 1 sess. III. No. 99; 
26th Congress 1st session, VI. No. 211; HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 31st Congress 2d session, I. No. 1, page 193; HOUSE 
REPORTS, 21st Congress 1st session, III. No. 348; SENATE DOCUMENT, 28th Congress 1st session, IV. No. 217; 31st Congress 1st 
session, XIV. No. 66; 31st Congress 2d session, II. No. 6; AMERICAN STATE PAPERS, NAVAL, I. No. 249; Buxton, THE AFRICAN 
SLAVE TRADE AND ITS REMEDY, pages 44-59; Friends’ FACTS AND OBSERVATIONS ON THE SLAVE TRADE (ed. 1841); Friends’ 
EXPOSITION OF THE SLAVE TRADE, 1840-50; ANNUAL REPORTS OF THE AMERICAN AND FOREIGN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY.
The annexed table gives the dates of the abolition of the slave-trade by the various nations: —
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Date Slave-trade Abolished by Right of Search
Treaty with

Great Britain,
made by

Arrangements
for Joint

Cruising with
Great Britain,

made by

1802 Denmark

1807 Great Britain; United States

1813 Sweden

1814 Netherlands

1815 Portugal (north of the equator)

1817 Spain (north of the equator) Portugal; Spain

1818 France Netherlands

1820 Spain

1824 Sweden

1829 Brazil (?)

1830 Portugal

1831-33 France

1833-39 Denmark, Hanse Towns, etc.

1841 Quintuple Treaty
(Austria, Russia, Prussia)

1842 United States

1844 Texas

1845 Belgium France

1862 United States
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 January: A negrero flying the Spanish flag (as shown below), the Almirante, master J.B. Lavalla, out of an 
unknown area of Africa completing the second of its two known Middle Passages, arrived in Cuban waters 
with an unknown number of enslaved human beings as its cargo.

 January 3, Monday: The Polish Diet issued a manifesto demanding the reunion of all of ancient Poland.

Noah Webster, Esq. delivered an hour-long lecture on the English language before the House of 
Representatives.

The negrero Comet was, while carrying slaves from the District of Columbia to New Orleans, wrecked on the 
Bahama banks. The British would take its cargo of 164 slaves to the port of Nassau in New Providence, British 
West Indies and there set them free. Great Britain would eventually need to pay indemnity to the American 
slavemasters for having done such a naughty naughty deed (SENATE DOCUMENT, 24th Congress, 2d session 
II, No. 174; 25th Congress, 3d session, III, No. 216).

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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 January 18, Tuesday: Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: “Spanish 
Slave Ship Fenix: Message from the President ... transmitting Documents in relation to certain captives on 
board the Spanish slave vessel, called the Fenix.” –HOUSE DOCUMENT, 21 Cong. 2 sess. III. No. 54; 
AMERICAN STATE PAPERS, NAVAL AFFAIRS, III. No. 435.

Emma Hart Willard’s mother Lydia Hinsdale Hart died.

DO I HAVE YOUR ATTENTION? GOOD.

 February 16, Wednesday: Representative Mercer moved that the rule of the US House of Representatives in 
regard to motions be temporarily suspended, so that he might submit a resolution requesting the Executive 
branch of the federal government “to enter into negotiations with the maritime Powers of Europe, to induce 
them to enact laws declaring the African slave trade piracy, and punishing it as such.” The House would not, 
however, allow its rule to be thus suspended (Gales and Seaton, REGISTER OF DEBATES, VII. 726).

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

4th day 16 of 2 M 1831 / I desire to inculcate in my own mind, 
& would in other’s if I could, a disposition to take the benefit 
of present goods, without looking behind or before, at ills that 
have happened or that may be perceived may happen - the longer 
I live the more I feel the force & verity of the saying that 
“the present time is only ours” & believe it is our duty to 
improve it in the best manner we can & at all times & in all 
things labour after a thankful humble state.— I know from 
experience this is sometimes hard to arrive at, but I believe 
we may attain to much more than is generally practiced by a 
careful & watchful disposition to keep out & keep down, all which 
would destroy in Gods Holy Mountain - all which would arise to 
lay waste the precious seed of life in our hearts - I do not 
conceive this to be effected of our selves, but as we cultivate 
the disposition we shall be assisted thro’ the assistance & 
Mediation of Jesus Christ our Lord & Saviour, to know an 
establishment which the Storms & probations incident to this 
life will not effect or remove - some times the center may be 
permitted to be shaken but as we keep to it we shall find it 
sufficiently under all circumstances. - May I, may all who have 
had this precious shield of faith committed to us, not cast it 
away, as tho’ it had never been anointed with Oil. —

 March 2, Wednesday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

4th day 2nd of 3 M 1831 / Silent solid Meeting & my mind was 

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
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particularly solemnized under several considerations. —

“An Act making appropriations for the naval service,” etc. “For carrying into effect the acts for the suppression 
of the slave trade,” etc., $16,000 (STATUTES AT LARGE, IV. 460, 462).

 March 3, Thursday: Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 3 of 3 M / Went to town & having Abby Rodman to see on 
board the Steam Boat for home I did not attend Meeting in town 
-perhaps it will be no more than honest to say that I forgot it 
till it was too late to go —

Inventor George Mortimer Pullman was born in Brocton, New York.

Representative Mercer moved that the US House of Representatives temporarily suspend its rules so that he 
could submit a resolution. The House voted 108 over 36 to suspend and Mr. Mercer’s resolution passed by a 
vote of 118 over 32.

“Resolved, That the President of the United States be requested
to renew, and to prosecute from time to time, such negotiations
with the several maritime powers of Europe and America as he may
deem expedient for the effectual abolition of the African slave
trade, and its ultimate denunciation as piracy, under the laws
of nations, by the consent of the civilized world.” HOUSE JOURNAL,
21st Congress, 2d session, pages 426-8.

 June: Alleging that the international traffic in slaves was on the increase, President Andrew Jackson asked the 
US House of Representatives to suppress it by means of the most “vigorous efforts.”

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: The enhanced price of slaves throughout
the American slave market, brought about by the new industrial
development and the laws against the slave-trade, was the
irresistible temptation that drew American capital and
enterprise into that traffic. In the United States, in spite of
the large interstate traffic, the average price of slaves rose
from about $325 in 1840, to $360 in 1850, and to $500 in 1860.1838

Brazil and Cuba offered similar inducements to smugglers, and
the American flag was ready to protect such pirates. As a result,
the American slave-trade finally came to be carried on
principally by United States capital, in United States ships,
officered by United States citizens, and under the United States
flag.
Executive reports repeatedly acknowledged this fact. In 1839 “a
careful revision of these laws” is recommended by the President,
in order that “the integrity and honor of our flag may be

1838. Cf. United States census reports; and Olmsted, COTTON KINGDOM.

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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carefully preserved.”1839 In June, 1841, the President declares:
“There is reason to believe that the traffic is on the increase,”
and advocates “vigorous efforts.”1840 His message in December of
the same year acknowledges: “That the American flag is grossly
abused by the abandoned and profligate of other nations is but
too probable.”1841 The special message of 1845 explains at length
that “it would seem” that a regular policy of evading the laws
is carried on: American vessels with the knowledge of the owners
are chartered by notorious slave dealers in Brazil, aided by
English capitalists, with this intent.1842 The message of 1849
“earnestly” invites the attention of Congress “to an amendment
of our existing laws relating to the African slave-trade, with
a view to the effectual suppression of that barbarous traffic.
It is not to be denied,” continues the message, “that this trade
is still, in part, carried on by means of vessels built in the
United States, and owned or navigated by some of our
citizens.”1843 Governor Buchanan of Liberia reported in 1839:
“The chief obstacle to the success of the very active measures
pursued by the British government for the suppression of the
slave-trade on the coast, is the American flag. Never was the proud
banner of freedom so extensively used by those pirates upon
liberty and humanity, as at this season.”1844 One well-known
American slaver was boarded fifteen times and twice taken into
port, but always escaped by means of her papers.1845 Even
American officers report that the English are doing all they
can, but that the American flag protects the trade.1846 The
evidence which literally poured in from our consuls and
ministers at Brazil adds to the story of the guilt of the United
States.1847 It was proven that the participation of United States
citizens in the trade was large and systematic. One of the most
notorious slave merchants of Brazil said: “I am worried by the
Americans, who insist upon my hiring their vessels for slave-
trade.”1848 Minister Proffit stated, in 1844, that the “slave-
trade is almost entirely carried on under our flag, in American-
built vessels.”1849 So, too, in Cuba: the British commissioners
affirm that American citizens were openly engaged in the
traffic; vessels arrived undisguised at Havana from the United
States, and cleared for Africa as slavers after an alleged
sale.1850 The American consul, Trist, was proven to have

1839. HOUSE JOURNAL, 26th Congress, 1st session, page 118.
1840. HOUSE JOURNAL, 27th Congress, 1st session, pages 31, 184.
1841. HOUSE JOURNAL, 27th Congress, 2d session, pages 14, 15, 86, 113.
1842. SENATE JOURNAL, 28th Congress, 2d session, pages 191, 227.
1843. HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENTS, 31st Congress, 1st session, III. pt. I. No. 5, page 7.
1844. Foote, AFRICA AND THE AMERICAN FLAG, page 152.
1845. Foote, AFRICA AND THE AMERICAN FLAG, pages 152-3.
1846. Foote, AFRICA AND THE AMERICAN FLAG, page 241.
1847. Cf. e.g. HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 28th Congress, 2d session, IV. pt. I. No. 148; 29th Congress, 1st session, III. No. 43; HOUSE 
EXECUTIVE DOCUMENTS, 30th Congress, 2d session, VII. No. 61; SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENTS, 30th Congress, 1st session, IV. 
No. 28; 31st Congress, 2d session, II. No. 6; 33d Congress, 1st session, VIII. No. 47.
1848. Foote, AFRICA AND THE AMERICAN FLAG, page 218.
1849. Foote, AFRICA AND THE AMERICAN FLAG, page 221.
1850. Palmerston to Stevenson: HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 26th Congress, 2d session, V. No. 115, page 5. In 1836 five such slavers were 
known to have cleared; in 1837, eleven; in 1838, nineteen; and in 1839, twenty-three: HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 26th Congress, 2d 
session, V. No. 115, pages 220-1.

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY

HDT WHAT? INDEX
consciously or unconsciously aided this trade by the issuance
of blank clearance papers.1851

The presence of American capital in these enterprises, and the
connivance of the authorities, were proven in many cases and
known in scores. In 1837 the English government informed the
United States that from the papers of a captured slaver it
appeared that the notorious slave-trading firm, Blanco and
Carballo of Havana, who owned the vessel, had correspondents in
the United States: “at Baltimore, Messrs. Peter Harmony and Co.,
in New York, Robert Barry, Esq.”1852 The slaver “Martha” of New
York, captured by the “Perry,” contained among her papers
curious revelations of the guilt of persons in America who were
little suspected.1853 The slaver “Prova,” which was allowed to
lie in the harbor of Charleston, South Carolina, and refit, was
afterwards captured with two hundred and twenty-five slaves on
board.1854 The real reason that prevented many belligerent
Congressmen from pressing certain search claims against England
lay in the fact that the unjustifiable detentions had
unfortunately revealed so much American guilt that it was deemed
wiser to let the matter end in talk. For instance, in 1850
Congress demanded information as to illegal searches, and
President Fillmore’s report showed the uncomfortable fact that,
of the ten American ships wrongly detained by English men-of-
war, nine were proven red-handed slavers.1855

The consul at Havana reported, in 1836, that whole cargoes of
slaves fresh from Africa were being daily shipped to Texas in
American vessels, that 1,000 had been sent within a few months,
that the rate was increasing, and that many of these slaves “can
scarcely fail to find their way into the United States.”
Moreover, the consul acknowledged that ships frequently cleared
for the United States in ballast, taking on a cargo at some
secret point.1856 When with these facts we consider the law
facilitating “recovery” of slaves from Texas,1857 the repeated
refusals to regulate the Texan trade, and the shelving of a
proposed congressional investigation into these matters,1858

conjecture becomes a practical certainty. It was estimated in
1838 that 15,000 Africans were annually taken to Texas, and
“there are even grounds for suspicion that there are other
places ... where slaves are introduced.”1859 Between 1847 and
1853 the slave smuggler Drake had a slave depot in the Gulf,

1851. PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1839, Volume XLIX., SLAVE TRADE, class A, Further Series, pages 58-9; class B, Further Series, 
page 110; class D, Further Series, page 25. Trist pleaded ignorance of the law: Trist to Forsyth, HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 26th Congress, 
2d session, V. No. 115.
1852. HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 26th Congress, 2d session, V. No. 115.
1853. Foote, AFRICA AND THE AMERICAN FLAG, page 290.
1854. HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 26th Congress, 2d session, V. No. 115, pages 121, 163-6.
1855. SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENTS, 31st Congress, 1st session, XIV No. 66.
1856. Trist to Forsyth: HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 26th Congress, 2d session, V. No. 115. “The business of supplying the United States 
with Africans from this island is one that must necessarily exist,” because “slaves are a hundred per cent, or more, higher in the 
United States than in Cuba,” and this profit “is a temptation which it is not in human nature as modified by American institutions 
to withstand”: HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 26th Congress, 2d session, V. No. 115.
1857. STATUTES AT LARGE, V. 674.
1858. Cf. STATUTES AT LARGE, V., page 157, note 1.
1859. Buxton, THE AFRICAN SLAVE TRADE AND ITS REMEDY, pages 44-5. Cf. 2D REPORT OF THE LONDON AFRICAN SOCIETY, page 
22.
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where sometimes as many as 1,600 Negroes were on hand, and the
owners were continually importing and shipping. “The joint-stock
company,” writes this smuggler, “was a very extensive one, and
connected with leading American and Spanish mercantile houses.
Our island1860 was visited almost weekly, by agents from Cuba,
New York, Baltimore, Philadelphia, Boston, and New Orleans....
The seasoned and instructed slaves were taken to Texas, or
Florida, overland, and to Cuba, in sailing-boats. As no squad
contained more than half a dozen, no difficulty was found in
posting them to the United States, without discovery, and
generally without suspicion.... The Bay Island plantation sent
ventures weekly to the Florida Keys. Slaves were taken into the
great American swamps, and there kept till wanted for the
market. Hundreds were sold as captured runaways from the Florida
wilderness. We had agents in every slave State; and our coasters
were built in Maine, and came out with lumber. I could tell
curious stories ... of this business of smuggling Bozal negroes
into the United States. It is growing more profitable every
year, and if you should hang all the Yankee merchants engaged
in it, hundreds would fill their places.”1861 Inherent
probability and concurrent testimony confirm the substantial
truth of such confessions. For instance, one traveller discovers
on a Southern plantation Negroes who can speak no English.1862

The careful reports of the Quakers “apprehend that many [slaves]
are also introduced into the United States.”1863 Governor Mathew
of the Bahama Islands reports that “in more than one instance,
Bahama vessels with coloured crews have been purposely wrecked
on the coast of Florida, and the crews forcibly sold.” This was
brought to the notice of the United States authorities, but the
district attorney of Florida could furnish no information.1864

Such was the state of the slave-trade in 1850, on the threshold
of the critical decade which by a herculean effort was destined
finally to suppress it.

1860. I.e., Bay Island in the Gulf of Mexico, near the coast of Honduras.
1861. REVELATIONS OF A SLAVE SMUGGLER, page 98.
1862. Mr. H. Moulton in SLAVERY AS IT IS, page 140; cited in FACTS AND OBSERVATIONS ON THE SLAVE TRADE (Friends’ ed. 
1841), page 8.
1863. In a memorial to Congress, 1840: HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 26th Congress, 1st session, VI. No. 211.
1864. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1845-6, pages 883, 968, 989-90. The governor wrote in reply: “The United States, if 
properly served by their law officers in the Floridas, will not experience any difficulty in obtaining the requisite knowledge of these 
illegal transactions, which, I have reason to believe, were the subject of common notoriety in the neighbourhood where they 
occurred, and of boast on the part of those concerned in them”: BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1845-6, page 990.
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 September: A negrero flying the Spanish flag (as shown below), the Catalana, master J.A. de la Vega, on one 
of its three known Middle Passage voyages, out of an unknown area of Africa, arrived at a port of Cuba.

 October: Two negreros flying the Spanish flag arrived in Cuban waters with a now-unknown quantity of 
human cargo. They were the Amistad Habanera, master J. Garcia, that had sailed from an unknown area of 
Africa on one of its five known Middle Passage voyages, and the Andromaca, master F. Logreiro, that had 
sailed from an unknown area of Africa and was completing the 2d of its two known Middle Passage voyages.
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 November: A negrero flying the Spanish flag (as shown below), the Indagadora, master F. Rovorosa, out of 
an unknown area of Africa on one of its six known Middle Passage voyages, arrived at a port of Cuba.

 November 6, Sunday: Johann Nepomuk Hummel was made an honorary member of the Maatschappy van 
Verdiensten of Amsterdam.

 November 7, Monday: A law banning the international traffic in slaves was enacted in Brazil (from this date 
into the 1880s the importation of slaves from Africa into Brazil would be radically increasing –yes, increasing– 
no longer from central and eastern portions of Africa but instead from western Africa).

THE MIDDLE PASSAGE

RACE SLAVERY

THE MIDDLE PASSAGE

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf
A painting....:In “Barco Negrero” in 1976, Manuel Mendive used the X-ray vision of an artist to depict the contents of the interior decks of a slaver vessel.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Johann_Nepomuk_Hummel
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Johann_Nepomuk_Hummel
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Slavery_in_Brazil
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Slavery_in_Brazil
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Slavery_in_Brazil


TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY

HDT WHAT? INDEX
 December: A negrero flying the Portuguese flag, the Diedade, master J.P. Carneiro, on its first of two known 
Middle Passage voyages, bringing an unknown number of enslaved people out of an unknown area of Africa, 
cast anchor at its destination, a port of Cuba.

The Diedade in particular may have been flying the Portuguese flag, but what concerned President Andrew 
Jackson in his message to the US Congress was that there were any number of such slaver vessels that were 
defending themselves against interception by flying at sea the “Stars and Bars” of the United States of 
America. They were sailing under false colors. Our flag, he suggested, was being “grossly abused by the 
abandoned and profligate of other nations.”

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: The enhanced price of slaves throughout
the American slave market, brought about by the new industrial
development and the laws against the slave-trade, was the
irresistible temptation that drew American capital and
enterprise into that traffic. In the United States, in spite of
the large interstate traffic, the average price of slaves rose
from about $325 in 1840, to $360 in 1850, and to $500 in 1860.1865

Brazil and Cuba offered similar inducements to smugglers, and
the American flag was ready to protect such pirates. As a result,
the American slave-trade finally came to be carried on
principally by United States capital, in United States ships,
officered by United States citizens, and under the United States
flag.
Executive reports repeatedly acknowledged this fact. In 1839 “a
careful revision of these laws” is recommended by the President,
in order that “the integrity and honor of our flag may be
carefully preserved.”1866 In June, 1841, the President declares:
“There is reason to believe that the traffic is on the increase,”
and advocates “vigorous efforts.”1867 His message in December of
the same year acknowledges: “That the American flag is grossly
abused by the abandoned and profligate of other nations is but
too probable.”1868 The special message of 1845 explains at length
that “it would seem” that a regular policy of evading the laws
is carried on: American vessels with the knowledge of the owners
are chartered by notorious slave dealers in Brazil, aided by
English capitalists, with this intent.1869 The message of 1849
“earnestly” invites the attention of Congress “to an amendment
of our existing laws relating to the African slave-trade, with
a view to the effectual suppression of that barbarous traffic.
It is not to be denied,” continues the message, “that this trade
is still, in part, carried on by means of vessels built in the
United States, and owned or navigated by some of our
citizens.”1870 Governor Buchanan of Liberia reported in 1839:
“The chief obstacle to the success of the very active measures
pursued by the British government for the suppression of the
slave-trade on the coast, is the American flag. Never was the proud
banner of freedom so extensively used by those pirates upon

1865. Cf. United States census reports; and Olmsted, COTTON KINGDOM.
1866. HOUSE JOURNAL, 26th Congress, 1st session, page 118.
1867. HOUSE JOURNAL, 27th Congress, 1st session, pages 31, 184.
1868. HOUSE JOURNAL, 27th Congress, 2d session, pages 14, 15, 86, 113.
1869. SENATE JOURNAL, 28th Congress, 2d session, pages 191, 227.
1870. HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENTS, 31st Congress, 1st session, III. pt. I. No. 5, page 7.
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liberty and humanity, as at this season.”1871 One well-known
American slaver was boarded fifteen times and twice taken into
port, but always escaped by means of her papers.1872 Even
American officers report that the English are doing all they
can, but that the American flag protects the trade.1873 The
evidence which literally poured in from our consuls and
ministers at Brazil adds to the story of the guilt of the United
States.1874 It was proven that the participation of United States
citizens in the trade was large and systematic. One of the most
notorious slave merchants of Brazil said: “I am worried by the
Americans, who insist upon my hiring their vessels for slave-
trade.”1875 Minister Proffit stated, in 1844, that the “slave-
trade is almost entirely carried on under our flag, in American-
built vessels.”1876 So, too, in Cuba: the British commissioners
affirm that American citizens were openly engaged in the
traffic; vessels arrived undisguised at Havana from the United
States, and cleared for Africa as slavers after an alleged
sale.1877 The American consul, Trist, was proven to have
consciously or unconsciously aided this trade by the issuance
of blank clearance papers.1878

The presence of American capital in these enterprises, and the
connivance of the authorities, were proven in many cases and
known in scores. In 1837 the English government informed the
United States that from the papers of a captured slaver it
appeared that the notorious slave-trading firm, Blanco and
Carballo of Havana, who owned the vessel, had correspondents in
the United States: “at Baltimore, Messrs. Peter Harmony and Co.,
in New York, Robert Barry, Esq.”1879 The slaver “Martha” of New
York, captured by the “Perry,” contained among her papers
curious revelations of the guilt of persons in America who were
little suspected.1880 The slaver “Prova,” which was allowed to
lie in the harbor of Charleston, South Carolina, and refit, was
afterwards captured with two hundred and twenty-five slaves on
board.1881 The real reason that prevented many belligerent
Congressmen from pressing certain search claims against England
lay in the fact that the unjustifiable detentions had
unfortunately revealed so much American guilt that it was deemed
wiser to let the matter end in talk. For instance, in 1850

1871. Foote, AFRICA AND THE AMERICAN FLAG, page 152.
1872. Foote, AFRICA AND THE AMERICAN FLAG, pages 152-3.
1873. Foote, AFRICA AND THE AMERICAN FLAG, page 241.
1874. Cf. e.g. HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 28th Congress, 2d session, IV. pt. I. No. 148; 29th Congress, 1st session, III. No. 43; HOUSE 
EXECUTIVE DOCUMENTS, 30th Congress, 2d session, VII. No. 61; SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENTS, 30th Congress, 1st session, IV. 
No. 28; 31st Congress, 2d session, II. No. 6; 33d Congress, 1st session, VIII. No. 47.
1875. Foote, AFRICA AND THE AMERICAN FLAG, page 218.
1876. Foote, AFRICA AND THE AMERICAN FLAG, page 221.
1877. Palmerston to Stevenson: HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 26th Congress, 2d session, V. No. 115, page 5. In 1836 five such slavers were 
known to have cleared; in 1837, eleven; in 1838, nineteen; and in 1839, twenty-three: HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 26th Congress, 2d 
session, V. No. 115, pages 220-1.
1878. PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1839, Volume XLIX., SLAVE TRADE, class A, Further Series, pages 58-9; class B, Further Series, 
page 110; class D, Further Series, page 25. Trist pleaded ignorance of the law: Trist to Forsyth, HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 26th Congress, 
2d session, V. No. 115.
1879. HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 26th Congress, 2d session, V. No. 115.
1880. Foote, AFRICA AND THE AMERICAN FLAG, page 290.
1881. HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 26th Congress, 2d session, V. No. 115, pages 121, 163-6.
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Congress demanded information as to illegal searches, and
President Fillmore’s report showed the uncomfortable fact that,
of the ten American ships wrongly detained by English men-of-
war, nine were proven red-handed slavers.1882

The consul at Havana reported, in 1836, that whole cargoes of
slaves fresh from Africa were being daily shipped to Texas in
American vessels, that 1,000 had been sent within a few months,
that the rate was increasing, and that many of these slaves “can
scarcely fail to find their way into the United States.”
Moreover, the consul acknowledged that ships frequently cleared
for the United States in ballast, taking on a cargo at some
secret point.1883 When with these facts we consider the law
facilitating “recovery” of slaves from Texas,1884 the repeated
refusals to regulate the Texan trade, and the shelving of a
proposed congressional investigation into these matters,1885

conjecture becomes a practical certainty. It was estimated in
1838 that 15,000 Africans were annually taken to Texas, and
“there are even grounds for suspicion that there are other
places ... where slaves are introduced.”1886 Between 1847 and
1853 the slave smuggler Drake had a slave depot in the Gulf,
where sometimes as many as 1,600 Negroes were on hand, and the
owners were continually importing and shipping. “The joint-stock
company,” writes this smuggler, “was a very extensive one, and
connected with leading American and Spanish mercantile houses.
Our island1887 was visited almost weekly, by agents from Cuba,
New York, Baltimore, Philadelphia, Boston, and New Orleans....
The seasoned and instructed slaves were taken to Texas, or
Florida, overland, and to Cuba, in sailing-boats. As no squad
contained more than half a dozen, no difficulty was found in
posting them to the United States, without discovery, and
generally without suspicion.... The Bay Island plantation sent
ventures weekly to the Florida Keys. Slaves were taken into the
great American swamps, and there kept till wanted for the
market. Hundreds were sold as captured runaways from the Florida
wilderness. We had agents in every slave State; and our coasters
were built in Maine, and came out with lumber. I could tell
curious stories ... of this business of smuggling Bozal negroes
into the United States. It is growing more profitable every
year, and if you should hang all the Yankee merchants engaged
in it, hundreds would fill their places.”1888 Inherent
probability and concurrent testimony confirm the substantial
truth of such confessions. For instance, one traveller discovers
on a Southern plantation Negroes who can speak no English.1889

The careful reports of the Quakers “apprehend that many [slaves]
1882. SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENTS, 31st Congress, 1st session, XIV No. 66.
1883. Trist to Forsyth: HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 26th Congress, 2d session, V. No. 115. “The business of supplying the United States 
with Africans from this island is one that must necessarily exist,” because “slaves are a hundred per cent, or more, higher in the 
United States than in Cuba,” and this profit “is a temptation which it is not in human nature as modified by American institutions 
to withstand”: HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 26th Congress, 2d session, V. No. 115.
1884. STATUTES AT LARGE, V. 674.
1885. Cf. STATUTES AT LARGE, V., page 157, note 1.
1886. Buxton, THE AFRICAN SLAVE TRADE AND ITS REMEDY, pages 44-5. Cf. 2D REPORT OF THE LONDON AFRICAN SOCIETY, page 
22.
1887. I.e., Bay Island in the Gulf of Mexico, near the coast of Honduras.
1888. REVELATIONS OF A SLAVE SMUGGLER, page 98.
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are also introduced into the United States.”1890 Governor Mathew
of the Bahama Islands reports that “in more than one instance,
Bahama vessels with coloured crews have been purposely wrecked
on the coast of Florida, and the crews forcibly sold.” This was
brought to the notice of the United States authorities, but the
district attorney of Florida could furnish no information.1891

Such was the state of the slave-trade in 1850, on the threshold
of the critical decade which by a herculean effort was destined
finally to suppress it.

Meanwhile, in downtown Boston, abolitionists were holding their 2d meeting in the law offices of Samuel 
Eliot Sewall on State Street. How to persuade white people to oppose the enslavement of black people? –Were 
they going to be able to figure out how to get from here to a land of freedom and justice for all? This time, due 
to the winter weather, the Reverend Samuel Joseph May was unable to attend, but the group had picked up 
three concerned individuals who had not been present for the initial November 13th meeting: 

STATE STREET, BOSTON

1889. Mr. H. Moulton in SLAVERY AS IT IS, page 140; cited in FACTS AND OBSERVATIONS ON THE SLAVE TRADE (Friends’ ed. 
1841), page 8.
1890. In a memorial to Congress, 1840: HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 26th Congress, 1st session, VI. No. 211.
1891. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1845-6, pages 883, 968, 989-90. The governor wrote in reply: “The United States, if 
properly served by their law officers in the Floridas, will not experience any difficulty in obtaining the requisite knowledge of these 
illegal transactions, which, I have reason to believe, were the subject of common notoriety in the neighbourhood where they 
occurred, and of boast on the part of those concerned in them”: BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1845-6, page 990.

• The Reverend Abijah Blanchard
• Alonzo Lewis
• William Joseph Snelling

Steel engraving made from a drawing by William Henry Bartlett in 1839 or 1840
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 March: A negrero flying the Spanish flag (as shown below), the Catalana, master J.A. de la Vega, out of an 
unknown area of Africa on one of its three known Middle Passage voyages, arrived at a port of Cuba.

At Bahia on the coast of Brazil Charles Darwin was horrified by what he was learning about the treatment of 
slaves, so Captain Robert FitzRoy out of his inherent noblesse oblige attempted to reassure his traveling 
companion by relating that one of these South American slavemasters had once inquired of his slaves, whether 
they desired manumission — and had discovered to his surprise that they did not. Darwin incautiously 
opinioned that to such an inquiry from such a source a slave could not afford to provide an honest response, 
whereupon FitzRoy experienced the 1st of his many detonations during this voyage. Informing his traveling 
companion that if he was going to have his word doubted they could no longer be together aboard the Beagle, 
he stormed away. Later that day he would cool down, and send a note requesting that his traveling companion 
“continue to live with him.”

 April: A negrero flying the Portuguese flag, the Delfina, master unknown, on its one and only known Middle 
Passage, delivered a cargo of 108 Africans into the slave barracoon at Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.

1832
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 June: A negrero flying the Spanish flag (as shown below), the Aguila, master J.F. Raig, on its one and only 
known Middle Passage, had started out with a cargo of 659 out of Loango but was delivering only 616 at the 
port of Havana, Cuba, 43 having died in transit. Another Spanish slaver arriving there during this month had 
better luck. The Indagadora, master B. Alemany, on one of its six known Middle Passage voyages, had 
brought a cargo of 138 enslaved Africans out of Lagos and was able to vend 134, only four having died in 
transit.

THE MIDDLE PASSAGE
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 July: A negrero flying the Portuguese flag, the Hebe, master Almeida, J. de, on its one and only known Middle 
Passage, delivered a cargo of 401 enslaved Africans at the port of Havana, Cuba.

According to a census the slave population on St. Helena was 645 and its value was being estimated at £28,062, 
assuming that slaves 55 or over were worth about £2.20 each more or less, that those aged between 50 and 55 
were worth about £24.25 each more or less, that those between 45 and 50 were worth about £36.70 each more 
or less, and that the 500 slaves who were under 45 years of age were worth about £51.50 each more or less. If 
the East India Company desired to abolish slavery on the island, such estimates needed to be mandated as 
compensation rates to the slaves’ owners. One-fifth of this population would be emancipated during this year, 
and one-fifth during each of the succeeding four years.

By the completion of this buy-out program the government would have purchased and manumitted a total of 
614 individuals for a grand sum total expenditure of £28,062. 17s. Od.

ST. HELENA RECORDS
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 Professor François Pierre Guillaume Guizot was elected by the French Academy of Inscriptions and Belles 
Lettres as the successor to M Dacier. His wife Elisa Dillon Guizot died, leaving a newborn son, Maurice 
Guillaume Guizot.

Great Britain and France renewed the agreement they had entered into in 1831 giving one another a limited 
right to board and search one another’s commercial shipping along the East and West coasts of Africa, and on 
the coasts of the West Indies and Brazil, in suppression of the slave-trade (BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE 
PAPERS, 1830-1, page 641 ff; 1832-3, page 286 ff).

1833

Date Right of Search
Treaty with

Great Britain,
made by

Arrangements
for Joint

Cruising with
Great Britain,

made by

1817 Portugal; Spain

1818 Netherlands

1824 Sweden

1831-33 France

1833-39 Denmark, Hanse Towns, etc.

1841 Quintuple Treaty
(Austria, Russia, Prussia)

1842 United States

1844 Texas

1845 Belgium France

1862 United States
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 January: A negrero flying the Spanish flag (as shown below), the Amistad Habanera, master Fernandez, M., 
on one of its five known Middle Passage voyages, out of an unknown area of Africa, arrived at a port of Cuba.

 February 20, Wednesday: “An Act making appropriations for the naval service,” etc. “... for carrying into 
effect the acts for the suppression of the slave trade,” etc., $5,000 (STATUTES AT LARGE, IV. 614, 615).

A contingent of Russian troops arrived in Constantinople, to aid the Turks against Egypt.

 March: A negrero flying the Portuguese flag, the Esperanca, master Rodriguez, on one of its ten-count-’em-
ten known Middle Passage voyages, bringing an unknown number of people out of an unknown area of Africa, 
arrived at a port of Cuba.
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 May: A negrero flying the Spanish flag (as shown below), the Empresa, master J.B. Pardo, out of an unknown 
area of Africa on one of its three known Middle Passage voyages, arrived at a port of Cuba.

 July: Two negreros flying the Portuguese flag arrived in Cuban waters after the Middle Passage: the Diedade, 
master J.P. Carneiro, was completing the second of its two known trips, while the Ligeiro, master J.P. de 
Mettos, was completing one of its four known trips. The two vessels were bringing a now-unknown number 
of people out of a now-unknown area of Africa.1892

 August: Great Britain and France proposed a treaty with the United States of America for the suppression of 
the international slave trade. Nothing would come of this, apparently due to intransigence on the part of the US.

British and French ministers simultaneously invited the United
States to accede to the Convention just concluded between them
for the suppression of the slave-trade. The Secretary of State,
Mr. M’Lane, deferred answer until the meeting of Congress, and
then postponed negotiations on account of the irritable state
of the country on the slave question. Great Britain had proposed
that “A reciprocal right of search ... be conceded by the United
States, limited as to place, and subject to specified
restrictions. It is to be employed only in repressing the Slave
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Trade, and to be exercised under a written and specific
authority, conferred on the Commander of the visiting ship.”
In the act of accession, “it will be necessary that the right
of search should be extended to the coasts of the United States,”
and Great Britain will in turn extend it to the British West
Indies. This proposal was finally refused on March 24th, 1834,
chiefly, it was explained, because of the extension of the Right
of Search to the coasts of the United States. This part was
waived by Great Britain on July 7th, 1834. On September 12th,
1834 the French Minister joined in urging accession. On October
4th, 1834 Forsyth stated that the determination has “been
definitely formed, not to make the United States a party to any
Convention on the subject of the Slave Trade.” PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS,
1835, Volume LI, SLAVE TRADE, Class B, pages 84-92.

1892. Clearly, there’s a terminology problem here. In an effort to resolve this terminology issue, at the Republican National 
Convention in New York during August 2004 –at which the Republican Party would for four days make an effort to strip from its 
face its mask of hostility to the plight of the downtrodden and reveal its true countenance of benevolent conservatism and concern– 
these people would be sensitively referred to by a Hoosier Republican running for the US Senate as “involuntary immigrants.”

So, perhaps, this is a good point at which to insert a story about involuntary immigrants that has been passed on to us by Ram 
Varmha, a retired IBM engineer whose father had briefly served as Maharaja after the independence of Cochin. He relates the story 
as narrated to him by his paternal grandmother who lived in Thripoonithura, Cochin: “When my grandmother (born 1882) was a 
young girl she would go with the elder ladies of the family to the Pazhayannur Devi Temple in Fort Cochin, next to the Cochin 
Lantha Palace built by the Dutch (Landers = Lantha), which was an early establishment of the Cochin royal family before the 
administration moved to Thripoonithura. My grandmother often told us that in the basement of the Lantha Palace, in a confined 
area, a family of Africans had been kept locked up, as in a zoo! By my Grandmother’s time all the Africans had died. But, some of 
the elder ladies had narrated the story to her of ‘Kappiries’ (Africans) kept in captivity there. It seems visitors would give them fruits 
and bananas. They were well cared for but always kept in confinement. My grandmother did not know all the details but according 
to her, ‘many’ years earlier, a ship having broken its mast drifted into the old Cochin harbor. When the locals climbed aboard, they 
found a crewless ship, but in the hold there were some chained ‘Kappiries’ still alive; others having perished. The locals did not 
know what to do with them. Not understanding their language and finding the Africans in chains, the locals thought that these were 
dangerous to set free. So they herded the poor Africans into the basement of the Cochin Fort, and held them in captivity, for many, 
many years! I have no idea when the initial incident happened, but I presume it took place in the late 1700s or early 1800s. This 
points to the possibility that it was, in fact, a slave ship carrying human cargo from East Africa to either the USA or the West Indies. 
An amazing and rather bizarre story. Incidentally, this is not an ‘old woman's tale’! Its quite reliable. My grandmother would identify 
some of the older ladies who had actually seen the surviving Kappiries.”
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 August 28, Wednesday:  Under the India Act, the island of St. Helena was no longer to be ruled by the 
Honourable East India Company, but from April 22, 1834, by His Majesty’s Government.

Subsequent to the passage of the Abolition of the Slave Trade Act by Parliament, British captains who had 
been being caught continuing in these international business activities had been being fined £100 for every 
slave found on board their vessel. However, this 1807 law had by no means been effective in halting British 
participation in the international slave trade — because, when slavers were in danger of being overtaken by 
the British navy, their captains could sometimes reduce the fines by having the cargo of blacks shoved off the 
other side of the vessel, to be dragged under the waves by their chains.

Some involved in the anti-trade campaign found themselves therefore arguing that to end this cruel practice 
the entire traffic in humans must be outlawed, and in 1823 a new Anti-Slavery Society had been formed. 

ST. HELENA RECORDS

THE MIDDLE PASSAGE
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Members had included Friend Thomas Clarkson, Henry Peter Brougham, William Wilberforce, and Thomas 
Fowell Buxton. On this day Parliament passed the Slavery Abolition Act. This act manumitted all slaves 
anywhere in the British Empire (such as, for instance, in our neighbor to the north, Canada) under the age of 

six years with the British government itself to pay full compensation to the deprived slavemasters. All slaves 
in the West Indies already above the age of 6 were by this act to be bound as apprentices for a term of 5 to 7 
years (this would be reduced to 2 years), to be followed by their manumission. Said liberation was scheduled 
to begin on August 1, 1834 with the last batch of slaves to receive their manumission papers by August 
1, 1838.  As a condition of their cooperation the white “owners” of these 700,000 black and red 
workers were to receive some £20,000,000 sterling in compensation. (For instance, the Bishop of Exeter alone, 
with 665 slaves to manumit, would receive £12,700 in compensation out of the government’s tax revenues.)
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 September: By an Act of Parliament St. Helena Island and all other property of the East India Company was 
transferred to The Crown of England.

A negrero flying the Spanish flag (as shown below), the Alerta, master A. Ferreira, out of an unknown area of 
Africa on one of its four known Middle Passage voyages, arrived at the port of Havana, Cuba with a cargo of 
760 enslaved Africans.
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 November: A negrero flying the Portuguese flag, the Maria da Gloria, master J.G. Cordonig, on its one and 
only known Middle Passage, out of Angola with a cargo of 433 enslaved Africans, arriving at Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil. Meanwhile another slaver flying that flag, the Atrevida, master unknown, on its one and only known 
Middle Passage, was delivering a cargo of 400 enslaved Africans at Bahia, Brazil. A slaver flying the Spanish 
flag (as shown below), the Andaluz, master F. Garcia, on its one and only known Middle Passage, was arriving 
during this month in Cuban waters.

 December 23, Monday:  Georgia reformed, amended, and consolidated its penal laws relating to the supply 
of slaves.

§ 1. “If any person or persons shall bring, import, or introduce
into this State, or aid or assist, or knowingly become concerned
or interested, in bringing, importing, or introducing into this
State, either by land or by water, or in any manner whatever,
any slave or slaves, each and every such person or persons so
offending, shall be deemed principals in law, and guilty of a
high misdemeanor, and ... on conviction, shall be punished by a
fine not exceeding five hundred dollars each, for each and every
slave, ... and imprisonment and labor in the penitentiary for
any time not less than one year, nor longer than four years.”
Residents, however, may bring slaves for their own use, but must
register and swear they are not for sale, hire, mortgage, etc.

§ 6. Penalty for knowingly receiving such slaves, $500. Slightly
amended December 23, 1836, e.g., emigrants were allowed to hire
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slaves out, etc.; amended December 19, 1849, so as to allow
importation of slaves from “any other slave holding State of
this Union.” Prince, DIGEST, pages 619, 653, 812; Cobb, DIGEST,
II. 1018.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

2nd day [sic] 12 M 20 / Last night Departed this life at his 
house in Smithfield Aza Arnold in the 87th Year of his Age he 
was a friend much respected, & attended Yearly Meeting when I 
was a boy - he attended Smithfield lower meeting & was a Member 
of Providence Moy [Monthly] Meeting- & Since my association with 
him my esteem has much increased for his Character & standing - 
he sat at the head of the Meeting he belonged too with much 
dignity & propriety & will be no small loss to it
He was buried from the Meeting house on 2nd day [Monday] the 
23rd in the burying ground adjoining

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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 January: Fifteen slave ships (negreros) captured by the Royal Navy were being held in James Bay.

During this month three Spanish negreros, the Carlota, master G. Loureiro, on its only known Middle Passage, 
the Francisca, master M. Martorell, on one of its five known Middle Passages, and the Belencita, master 
S. Alonzo, on one of its four known Middle Passages, were arriving in Cuban waters, loaded with an unknown 
number of new black slaves from unknown points along the African coastline.

 January 24, Friday: “An Act making appropriations for the naval service,” etc. “For carrying into effect the 
acts for the suppression of the slave trade,” etc., $5,000 (STATUTES AT LARGE, IV. 670, 671).

 February: A negrero flying the Portuguese flag, the Fortuna, master F.P. Viana, out of an unknown area of 
Africa on one of its five known Middle Passage voyages, arrived at a port of Cuba.

1834
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 February 4, Tuesday: The negrero Encomium, carrying a cargo of 45 slaves from Charleston, South Carolina, 
to New Orleans, was wrecked near Fish Key, Abaco, and the slaves were carried to Nassau, in New 
Providence, British West Indies and there set free. Naughty, naughty Great Britain would eventually need to 
pay the American owners an indemnity for having so mishandled their slave properties (SENATE DOCUMENT, 
24th Congress, 2d session II, No. 174; 25th Congress, 3d session, III, No. 216).

Henry Stephens Randall got married in Auburn, New York with Jane Rebecca Polhemus, daughter of the 
Reverend Henry Polhemus and Mrs. Jane Anderson Polhemus.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

3rd day 4th M 2nd 1834 / Sub Committee Meeting. — A pretty 
pleasant Day - & my mind very quiet. — We hear by those who come 
from Rhode Island that Sister Ruth is no better - her case pretty 
decidedly a Cancer in the breast.

 March: A negrero flying the Spanish flag (as depicted below), the Abencerrage, master unknown, on its one 
and only known Middle Passage, was arriving in Cuban waters.

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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 March 24, Monday: Alexander Young, printer, editor of a gazette, died in Boston at the age of 66.

Alexander Charles replaced Alexius Frederick Christian as Duke of Anhalt-Bernburg.

In August 1833 Great Britain and France had proposed that the United States of America enter with them into 
a treaty for suppression of the international slave trade. At this point the US refused their proposal, explaining 
that this was primarily because we could not allow foreign warships to operate in such manner along the coasts 
of the United States. This part of the proposal would be removed by Great Britain on July 7th, 1834 and on 
September 12th, 1834 the French Minister would join in urging the US to go along. On October 4th, 1834, 
however, we would announce that we weren’t about to “make the United States a party to any Convention on 
the subject of the Slave Trade.” This just wasn’t going to happen (PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1835, Volume LI, 
SLAVE TRADE, Class B, pages 84-92).

John Wesley Powell, explorer of the Colorado River, was born in Mount Morris, New York.
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 April: A negrero flying the Spanish flag (as shown below), the Gazeta, master Escura, at the conclusion of its 
first of two known Middle Passages, brought an unknown number of enslaved human beings ashore at 
Matanzas, Cuba.
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 May: A negrero flying the Spanish flag (as shown below), the Despique, master J.M. Oliveira, on its one and 
only known Middle Passage, out of Angola with a cargo of 215 enslaved Africans, arrived at the port of 
Havana, Cuba.

 June:  In New-York, the Convention for the Improvement of the Free People of Colour approved a resolution 
endorsing Prudence Crandall’s school (MINUTES OF THE FOURTH ANNUAL CONVENTION FOR THE 
IMPROVEMENT OF THE FREE PEOPLE OF COLOUR IN THE UNITED STATES, HELD BY ADJOURNMENTS IN THE 
ASBURY CHURCH, NEW-YORK, FROM THE 2ND TO THE 12TH OF JUNE INCLUSIVE, 1834. New York: by order 
of the Convention).

James Fenimore Cooper’s A LETTER TO HIS COUNTRYMEN was published, urging Americans not to defer to 
foreign opinion. He revisited Cooperstown, New York after a 17-year absence.

A Spanish negrero, the General Mauso, master Capo, out of an unknown area of Africa on its one and only 
known Middle Passage, arrived at its destination port, Matanzas, Cuba. A Portuguese slaver, the Duquesa de 
Braganca, master J.J. de Barros, out of an unknown area of Africa on one of its three known Middle Passages, 
was in this month delivering a cargo of 277 enslaved Africans at Rio De Janeiro, Brazil.
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 July: A negrero flying the Spanish flag (as shown below), the Cacador, master J. Jover, out of an unknown 
area of Africa on its first of two known Middle Passages, arrived at Trinidad. A slaver flying the Portuguese 
flag, the Mosca or Mosea, master unknown, out of Angola on its one and only known Middle Passage, arrived 
at Montevideo, Uruguay.

 July 7, Monday: In August 1833 Great Britain and France had proposed that the United States of America 
enter with them into a treaty for suppression of the international slave trade. The US had been refusing to go 
along, allegedly because we were not about to allow foreign warships to operate in such manner along the 
coasts of the United States. At this point Great Britain gave in to us on this part of the proposal. On September 
12th, 1834 the French Minister would join in urging the US to get on board. On October 4th, 1834, however, 
we would announce that we weren’t about to “make the United States a party to any Convention on the subject 
of the Slave Trade.” This just wasn’t going to happen (PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1835, Volume LI, SLAVE 
TRADE, Class B, pages 84-92).

THE MIDDLE PASSAGE
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 August: Two Spanish slavers, the Alerta, master A. Musard, out of an unknown area of Africa on one of its 4 
known Middle Passages, and the Francisca, master A.S. Martin, out of an unknown area of Africa on one of 
its 5 known Middle Passages, were arriving in Cuban waters. A negrero flying the Portuguese flag, the 
Fortuna de Africa, master unknown, out of Angola on one of its 3 known Middle Passage voyages, was 
arriving at Montevideo, Uruguay.

 August 1, Friday: Slavery already being illegal in England and William Wilberforce having emancipated the 
slaves of the English Antilles, at this point the British parliament emancipated the 800,000 black slaves of 
Canada and of the British West Indies. In the beginning of this long process of emancipation, those under 6 
years of age were freed, and all others were bound there as “apprentice laborers” to continue to serve their 
former owners at specified wages for the term of 5 to 7 years (later this would be reduced to 2 years) to be 
followed by their emancipation, a phase to be completed on August 1, 1838, under conditions of the 
Abolition Act of August 28, 1833. As a condition of their cooperation the white “owners” of these 
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EOPLE OF
ALDEN
black and red “slaves” were to receive some £20,000,000 in compensation.

35,000 slaves became free in South Africa and South Africa was on its march to becoming what it is now, 
a haven of sweetness and light (of course, this simplified account leaves out some of the intermediate stages 
in the South African progress).

P
W

WALDEN: I sometimes wonder that we can be so frivolous,
I may almost say, as to attend to the gross but somewhat foreign
form of servitude called Negro Slavery, there are so many keen
and subtle masters that enslave both north and south. It is hard
to have a southern overseer; it is worse to have a northern one;
but worst of all when you are the slave-driver of yourself. Talk
of a divinity in man! Look at the teamster on the highway, wending
to market by day or night; does any divinity stir within him?
His highest duty to fodder and water his horses! What is his
destiny to him compared with the shipping interests? Does not he
drive for Squire Make-a-stir? How godlike, how immortal, is he?
See how he cowers and sneaks, how vaguely all the day he fears,
not being immortal nor divine, but the slave and prisoner of his
own opinion of himself, a fame won by his own deeds. Public
opinion is a weak tyrant compared with our own private opinion.
What a man thinks of himself, that it is which determines, or
rather indicates, his fate. Self-emancipation even in the West
Indian provinces of the fancy and imagination, –what Wilberforce
is there to bring that about?

WILLIAM WILBERFORCE

JOSEPH ADDISON

“CATO, A TRAGEDY”
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With a large population of Quakers who were staunchly anti-slavery, New Bedford, Massachusetts had 
become a stop on the Underground Railroad, helping blacks flee the oppression of the American Southern 
states, so it had acquired a reputation as a safe haven. There would be a few from the West Indies who would 
make their way there. These West Indians who would settle in the local area of course would remember this 
Emancipation Day and make it an annual event. Something for everyone, even for the white people: on this 

momentous day, also, England forbade hanging as punishment for “returning too soon from transportation!”

 September: During this month a negrero flying the Portuguese flag and two negreros flying the Spanish flag 
arrived in the New World after the Middle Passage. They were the Josefa, master unknown, on its one and only 
known Middle Passage, sailing out of Luanda and arriving at Montevideo, Uruguay, the Belencita, master S. 
Alonzo, on one of its four known Middle Passage voyages, out of an unknown area of Africa arriving at a port 
of Cuba, and the Galana Josefa, master S. de Renia, on its one and only known Middle Passage, arriving at 
Trinidad.

 October 4, Saturday: The Liberator.

Since August 1833 Great Britain and France had been proposing that the United States of America join in a 
treaty for suppression of the international slave trade. The US had been making insincere excuses, and playing 
games. At this point, backed into a corner, we got honest, admitting that we weren’t about to “make the United 
States a party to any Convention on the subject of the Slave Trade” (PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1835, Volume 
LI, SLAVE TRADE, Class B, pages 84-92).

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

7th day 4th of 10th M 1834 / We this day recd a very interesting 
letter from our dear John - it gave us great comfort & 
satisfactiion in every part, & I may acknowledge my spirit was 
much tendered in reading it - among other things he mentioned 
that the day he wrote his letter, he recd one from our dear 
Ancient Father Moses Brown now 96 Years old - John reflections 
upon it were such as evinced a mind, viewing things on right 
ground & under a State of feeling which promises an increase, 
if cultivated rightly.
We have known for some time that he was under engagement in 
Marriage to Mary Ashby a young woman living near his present 
residence, of good standing in the world & a Member of Society 
-for this our hearts have often been secretly glad even to humble 
rejoicing - in his letter recd today he informs us that his 
Marriage day is now fixed & if life is preserved & nothing occurs 
to prevent will take place the 3 of 9 M 1835 which is nearly a 
Year hence, if we live, & they live, we may probably be at Hudson 
about that time. —
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 December: Three negreros flying the Portuguese flag were arriving at the port of Montevideo, Uruguay during 
this month, the Ligera, master unknown, out of Luanda on one of its eight known Middle Passage voyages, 
the Deligencia, master unknown, out of Angola on one of its four known Middle Passage voyages, and the 
Jupiter, master unknown, also out of Angola, on one of its five known Middle Passage voyages.
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 January: Two Portuguese negreros sailing from major slaving port of Luanda, the General Saldara, master 
unknown, on its only known Middle Passage, and the Eliza, master unknown, on one of its seven known 
Middle Passages, also out of Luanda, arrived during this month at the port of Montevideo, Uruguay.

1835
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 February: A negrero flying the Portuguese flag, the Firmeza, master A.J. Frias, out of an unknown area of 
Africa on one of its four known Middle Passage voyages, arrived in Cuban waters. Two negreros flying the 
Spanish flag also were arriving, the Carmen, master J. Capdevila, out of an unknown area of Africa on its first 
of two known Middle Passages, and the Gazeta, master J. Andrecain, out of an unknown area of Africa on its 
second of two known Middle Passages, at Matanzas, Cuba. A Portuguese slaver out of Angola, the Africana, 
master unknown, on its only known Middle Passage, was arriving at Montevideo, Uruguay.
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 March: A negrero flying the Portuguese flag, the Joven Africano, master unknown, out of Angola on its first 
of two known Middle Passages, arrived at Montevideo, Uruguay.

A negrero flying the Spanish flag (as shown below), the General Laborde, master R. Trillo, out of an unknown 
area of Africa on one of its three known Middle Passage voyages, arrived in Cuban waters.

Another slaver flying the Spanish flag, the Cacador, master A. Eloriaga, out of an unknown area of Africa on 
its second of two known Middle Passages, also arrived in Cuban waters. Yet another slaver flying the Spanish 
flag, the Chubasco, master G. Garcia, on its only known Middle Passage, having started with a cargo of 275 
enslaved Africans out of Rio Pongo, arrived at the port of Havana — but was able to offload only 253 into the 
barracoon there as 22 had died.

The negrero Enterprise, carrying 78 American slaves from the District of Columbia to Charleston, was 
compelled by rough weather to put into the port of Hamilton in the West Indies — where the local authorities 
set them free. Great Britain was able to refuse to pay for these, because, before they had been offloaded by the 
master of the vessel, slavery in the West Indies had been abolished (SENATE DOCUMENT, 24th Congress, 2d 
session II, No. 174; 25th Congress, 3d session, III, No. 216).
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 April: A negrero flying the Portuguese flag, the Maria Segundo, on one of its ten-count-’em-ten known 
Middle Passage voyages, and a slaver flying the Spanish flag (as shown below), the Belencita, master 
A. Musard, on one of its four known Middle Passage voyages, arrived in Cuban waters.
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 May: A negrero flying the Spanish flag (as shown below), the Bella Ines, master J. Pugol, out of an unknown 
area of Africa on its first of two known Middle Passages, arrived at Puerto Rico.

Another slaver flying the Spanish flag, the Francisca, master E. Martin, out of an unknown area of Africa on 
one of its five known Middle Passage voyages, arrived at a port of Cuba. Yet another slaver flying the Spanish 
flag, the Isabel, master F. Montero, out of an unknown area of Africa on its first of two known Middle 
Passages, arrived at a port of Cuba. A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Augosto Cesar, master unknown, 
on its one and only known Middle Passage, delivered a cargo of 221 enslaved Africans at Montevideo, Brazil. 
Another slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Hercules, master M.  Diaz, out of an unknown area of Africa on 
its first of two known Middle Passages, arrived at a port of Cuba.

THE MIDDLE PASSAGE
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 June: Affairs were proceeding swimmingly in the British West Indies — not.

A negrero flying the Spanish flag (as shown below), the Estella Cubana, master Gonzalves, on its only known 
Middle Passage, arrived at the port of Santiago de Cuba to off-load an unknown number of enslaved people.

“EMANCIPATION IN THE BRITISH WEST INDIES”: On the next Monday morning,
with very few exceptions, every negro on every plantation was in
the field at his work. In some places, they waited to see their
master, to know what bargain he would make; but, for the most
part, throughout the islands, nothing painful occurred. In June,
1835, the ministers, Lord Aberdeen and Sir George Grey, declared
to the Parliament, that the system worked well; that now for ten
months, from 1st August, 1834, no injury or violence had been
offered to any white, and only one black had been hurt in 800,000
negroes: and, contrary to many sinister predictions, that the new
crop of island produce would not fall short of that of the last
year. But the habit of oppression was not destroyed by a law and
a day of jubilee. It soon appeared in all the islands, that the
planters were disposed to use their old privileges, and overwork
the apprentices; to take from them, under various pretences,
their fourth part of their time; and to exert the same
licentious despotism as before. The negroes complained to the
magistrates, and to the governor. In the island of Jamaica, this
ill blood continually grew worse. The governors, Lord Belmore,
the Earl of Sligo, and afterwards Sir Lionel Smith, (a governor
of their own class, who had been sent out to gratify the
planters,) threw themselves on the side of the oppressed, and
are at constant quarrel with the angry and bilious island
legislature.
Sir Lionel Smith defended the poor negro girls, prey to the
licentiousness of the planters; they shall not be whipped with
tamarind rods, if they do not comply with their master’s will; he
defended the negro women; they should not be wade to dig the cane-
holes, (which is the very hardest of the field-work;) he defended
the Baptist preachers and the stipendiary magistrates, who are
the negroes’ friends, from the power of the planter. The power of
the planters, however, to oppress, was greater than the power of
the apprentice and of his guardians to withstand.
Lord Brougham and Mr. Buxton declared that the planter had not
fulfilled his part in the contract, whilst the apprentices had
fulfilled theirs; and demanded that the emancipation should be
hastened, and the apprenticeship abolished.
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 August: A Spanish negrero, the Feliz Vascongada, master S.T. Olaquiver, and a Portuguese slaver, the Fenix, 
master J.A. Barbosa, each completing its only known Middle Passage, arrived in Cuban waters.

 September: During this month one Portuguese negrero and three Spanish slavers were completing their 
middle passages from unknown points on the coast of Africa, entering Cuban waters: the Portuguese 
Deligencia, master L. Marques, on one of its four such voyages, the Spanish Dos Hermanos, master Morillo, 
on one of its two such voyages, the Flor de la Mar, master F. Romero, on its only known such voyage, and the 
Spanish General Mina, master A. Soto, on its only known such voyage.

RACE SLAVERY
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 October: Three slavers or negreros of the Spanish flag that we otherwise have no record of sailed into the 
Caribbean this month: the Aquila Vengadora, master A. Equiqurran, bound for Trinidad, the El Mismo, master 
Perreira, bound for Cuba, and the Amalia, master J.R. Manene, also bound for Cuba.

This third vessel when it had sailed out of the mouth of the Congo River had had a cargo of 207 enslaved 
Africans, but it was arriving at the port of Havana, something of a tropical paradise, with only 203 — because 
four people had died in transit.

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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 November: Four Spanish negreros and a Portuguese one were entering the Caribbean this month, at the 
completion of their Middle Passages: the Feliz, master Rodriguez, the Alcatas, master Alamella,  the Amable 
Salome, master J. Rivez, the Christineta, and the Portuguese Fortuna, master A. Anqueira.

THE MIDDLE PASSAGE
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Explanation: A "negrero" is a ship that transports slave cargo.
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 December: A Portuguese slave ship, the Josefina, master Carrera, out of an unknown area of Africa on one of 
its twelve-count-’em-twelve known Middle Passage voyages, and six Spanish negreros, arrived in Cuban 
waters. The General Laborde, master R. Trillo, was out of an unknown area of Africa on one of its three such 
voyages, headed for Trinidad de Cuba. The Deseada, master Bernardo, was out of an unknown area of Africa 
on its first of two known Middle Passages. The Deseada, master Bernardo, was on its first of two known 
Middle Passages. The Catalana, master R. Clavell, was on one of its three known Middle Passage voyages. 
The Deseada, master Bernardo, was on its first of two known Middle Passages. The Diligencia, masters A. 
Wallex and J. deJover, on its one and only known Middle Passage, starting with a cargo of 210 enslaved 
Africans out of Mayamba, would arrive at the port of Havana with only 120 as 90 persons had died in transit.
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 January: A negrero flying the Spanish flag (as shown below), the Isabel Segunda, master A. Marquez, out of 
an unknown area of Africa on its one and only known Middle Passage, arrived in Cuban waters. Another 
slaver, this one flying the Portuguese flag, the Maria Theresa, master J. Pereira, out of an unknown area of 
Africa on one of its four known Middle Passage voyages, also arrived in Cuban waters during this month.

1836
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 January 26, Tuesday: Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: “Calvin 
Mickle, Ex’r of Nagle & De Frias.” –HOUSE REPORTS, 24 Cong. 1 sess. I. No. 209. (Reports on claims 
connected with the captured slaver Constitution.)

By invitation, the Reverend William Apess re-delivered a shorter version of his poorly received speech 
“Eulogy on King Philip.” Later in the year the longer version would be published in Boston under the title 
EULOGY ON KING PHILIP, AS PRONOUNCED AT THE ODEON, IN FEDERAL STREET, BOSTON.

One of the remarks that the reverend made, that may have in some small degree interfered with his 
acceptability, was to the effect that “Every white that knows their own history, knows there was not 
a whit difference between them and the Indians of their days.” This was because the whites in his audience 
knew that the redskin was speaking with forked tongue: there had been this one great difference between them 
and the Indians, regardless of who had killed whom and in what manner, in that they had been in the right and 
on the side of God whereas their enemy had been in the wrong and under the influence of the powers of Hell.

 January 27, Wednesday: Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: 
[Reports from the Committee of Claims on cases of captured Africans.] –HOUSE REPORTS, 24 Cong. 1 sess. I. 
Nos. 223, 268, and III. No. 574. No. 268 is reprinted in HOUSE REPORTS, 25 Cong. 2 sess. I. No. 4.

Waldo Emerson lectured at the Concord Lyceum on: “The Character and Genius of Edmund Burke.”

Apess’s innovation lies not primarily in his carefully documented
exoneration of the “cursed memory” of Philip, for whom he
ultimately claims the distinction of being “the greatest man that
ever lived upon the American shores.” Far more radically, Apess
refuses the normalization of “extinction” by pointing out the
ideological nature of American jurisprudence, by contending that
institutionalized racism —rather than so-called natural
processes— threatened the Indian, and by urging political
intervention to alter the supposed destiny of indigenous peoples
in America.

“KING PHILLIP’S WAR”

THE LIST OF LECTURES

Dannenberg, Anne Marie, "Where, Then, Shall We Place the Hero of the Wilderness: William Apess’s Eulogy on King Philip and Doctrines of Racial Destiny," in Jaskoski, Helen. EARLY NATIVE AMERICAN WRITING, Cambridge UP, 1996, pages 66-82, page 72.
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 February: A negrero flying the Spanish flag (as depicted below), the Isabel, master Montero, F., on its second 
of two known Middle Passages, out of an unknown area of Africa, arrived at a port of Cuba.
A slaver flying the Spanish flag (as depicted below), the Alerta, master Allende, J., on one of its four known 
Middle Passage voyages, out of an unknown area of Africa, arrived at a port of Cuba.
A slaver flying the Spanish flag (as depicted below), the Atenas, master Castres, on its one and only known 
Middle Passage, arrived at its destination, Cuba.
A slaver flying the Spanish flag (as depicted below), the Belencita, master Prendez, M., on one of its four 
known Middle Passage voyages, out of an unknown area of Africa, arrived at a port of Cuba.
A slaver flying the Spanish flag (as depicted below), the Bella Ines, master Pugol, J., on its second of two 
known Middle Passages, out of an unknown area of Africa, arrived at a port of Cuba.
A slaver flying the Spanish flag (as depicted below), the Carmen, master Gonzalez, on its second of two known 
Middle Passages, out of an unknown area of Africa, arrived at a port of Cuba.
A slaver flying the Spanish flag (as depicted below), the Dido, master Grandel, on its one and only known 
Middle Passage, arrived at its destination, Cuba.
A slaver flying the Spanish flag (as depicted below), the Francisca, master Mora, F.M., on one of its five 
known Middle Passage voyages, out of an unknown area of Africa, arrived at a port of Cuba.
A slaver flying the Spanish flag (as depicted below), the Dido, master Grandel, on its one and only known 
Middle Passage, arrived at its destination, Cuba.

THE MIDDLE PASSAGE
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 March: A negrero flying the Spanish flag (as shown below), the Isabelita, master F. Rebel, on its one and only 
known Middle Passage, arrived at its destination, Cuba.

 March 17, Thursday: The Constitution of the Republic of Texas: enslavement was to be for life (with no 
possibility of manumission ever); whether or not it should be legal to breed local negro slaves for sale would 
be an issue to be determined from time to time by the legislature in their wisdom; however, engaging in the 
international slave trade was to be a capital crime.

§ 9. All persons of color who were slaves for life before coming
to Texas shall remain so. “Congress shall pass no laws to
prohibit emigrants from bringing their slaves into the republic
with them, and holding them by the same tenure by which such
slaves were held in the United States; ... the importation or
admission of Africans or negroes into this republic, excepting
from the United States of America, is forever prohibited, and
declared to be piracy.” LAWS OF THE REPUBLIC OF TEXAS (Houston,
1838), I. 19.

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

5th day 17th of 3rd M 1836 / Our meeting was small owing to its 
being Stormy — Father was not there having a bad cold - It was 

THE MIDDLE PASSAGE
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a silent but solid & to me comfortable Meeting

 April: Four slavers  flying the Spanish flag entered Cuban waters during this month, completing their Middle 
Passages, bringing unknown numbers of enslaved people from unknown areas of the coast of Africa. 
We know that the Empresa, master Coloma, was completing one of three such voyages. In regard to the other 
three negreros, the Atalaya, master Sust, the Casimiro, master Fremur, and the Clarita, master Villar, at present 
we have no information as to any other such voyages.

 May: A negrero flying the Portuguese flag, the Eliza, master Santa Ana, out of an unknown area of Africa 
completing one of its seven known Middle Passage voyages, entered Cuban waters bearing an unknown 
number of slaves.

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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 June: All male inhabitants of St. Helena were were enrolled in a “Volunteer” Corps.

Three negrero, two flying the Portuguese flag and one flying the Spanish flag (as depicted below), entered 
Cuban waters during this month bearing cargos of fresh slaves from Africa: the Escorpion, master Carlos; the 
Liberal, master Ribeiro (on one of its four known Middle Passage voyages); the Cristina, master Estevez  (on 
its 2nd of two known Middle Passages).

THE MIDDLE PASSAGE
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 August/September: A negrero flying the Spanish flag (as shown below), the Galgo, master unknown, sailing 
from the island of Principe with a cargo of 550 enslaved Africans on its one and only known Middle Passage, 
arrived at the port of Havana.

The Emanuel, Dolores, Anaconda, and Viper, negreros which had been built in the United States, cleared from 
Cuba on their way to the coast of Africa to pick up human cargo (HOUSE DOCUMENT, 26th Congress, 2d 
session V, No. 115, pages 4-6, 221).
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 October: A negrero flying the Spanish flag (as shown below), the Empresa, master M. Caldos, on one of its 
three known Middle Passage voyages, starting with a cargo of 450 enslaved Africans out of the Congo River 
area, arrived at the port of Havana with only 434 as 16 had died in transit.

A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Maria Theresa, master unknown, out of an unknown area of Africa on 
one of its four known Middle Passage voyages, also arrived during this month at a port of Cuba. During this 
month nine Portuguese slavers were arriving at the port of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil: the Maria Segundo, master 
unknown, out of Angola on one of its ten-count-’em-ten known Middle Passage voyages, the Luisa (Luiza), 
master unknown, out of Angola on its first of two known Middle Passages, the Jupiter, master unknown, out 
of Angola on one of its five known Middle Passage voyages, the Aguia, master unknown, out of Angola on 
one of its five known Middle Passage voyages, the Carridade, master unknown, out of Angola on its one and 
only known Middle Passage, the Eugenia, master unknown, out of Angola on its first of two known Middle 
Passages, the Lealdade, master unknown, out of Angola on one of its three known Middle Passage voyages, 
the Doze de Outubro, master unknown, out of Benguela on one of its five known Middle Passage voyages, and 
the Epsinia, master unknown, out of Benguela on its one and only known Middle Passage.
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 November: A negrero flying the Portuguese flag, the Minerva, master unknown, out of Angola with a cargo 
of 317 enslaved Africans on its first of two known Middle Passages, arrived during this month at the port of 
Ilha Grande, Brazil.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Firmeza, master A.F. de Vascoells, out of Ambriz on one of its four 
known Middle Passage voyages, arrived at Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Constitucao, master unknown, on its one and only known Middle 
Passage, arrived at the port of Havana, Cuba.

A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Dona Joanna, master unknown, out of Ambriz with a cargo of 283 
enslaved Africans on its one and only known Middle Passage, arriving at the port of Ponta Negra, Brazil.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Aventura, master unknown, out of Angola with a cargo of 428 enslaved 
Africans on its one and only known Middle Passage, arrived at Campos, Brazil.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Aventureiro, master unknown, out of Angola with a cargo of 397 
enslaved Africans on one of its three known Middle Passage voyages, arrived at the port of Taipu, Brazil.
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I have two different accounts of a slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Brilhante, master unknown, on one of 
its six or seven known Middle Passage voyages, starting with a cargo of 400 or 408 enslaved Africans out of 
Quelimane, according to one account delivering only 325 at the port of Sao Sebastiao, Brazil as 75 had died 
in transit, but according to the other account arriving at the port of Campos, Brazil. Possibly this slavery 
vended its cargo successively in the two ports? Possibly the 75 that are alleged to have died in transit actually 
were vended at the first of the two ports?
A slaver flying the Spanish flag (as shown below), the Especulacion, master unknown, on its one and only 
known Middle Passage, arrived at its destination, the island of Cuba.

A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Jacuby, master unknown, out of Angola with a cargo of 284 enslaved 
Africans on its one and only known Middle Passage, arrived at the port of Ponta Negra, Brazil.

THE MIDDLE PASSAGE
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 December: A negrero flying the Portuguese flag, the Maria Segundo, master Alburque, out of an unknown 
area of Africa on one of its ten-count-’em-ten known Middle Passage voyages, and two negreros flying the 
Spanish flag (as shown below), the Egerida, master Dornenech, out of an unknown area of Africa on its one 
and only known Middle Passage, and  the Francisca, master Tudela, out of an unknown area of Africa on one 
of its five known Middle Passage voyages, arrived in Cuban waters. A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the 
Flor do Rio, master unknown, out of Angola with a cargo of 314 enslaved Africans on one of its three known 
Middle Passage voyages, arriving at the port of Ilha Grande, Brazil. A slaver flying the Spanish flag, the 
Generoso, master unknown, out of Angola with a cargo of 340 enslaved Africans on its one and only known 
Middle Passage, arriving at Campos, Brazil.

 December 3, Saturday: The Liberator.

Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: “Report of the Secretary of the 
Navy.” –HOUSE DOCUMENT, 24 Cong. 2 sess. I. No. 2, pp. 450, 506.

 December 10, Tuesday: The Lisbon government prohibited the export of slaves from any Portuguese 
dominion (it lacked any ability to enforce such a decree).

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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 December 21, Wednesday: At the Theatre de la Bourse of Paris, L’ambassadrice, an opera comique by Daniel-
Francois-Esprit Auber to words of Scribe, was performed for the initial time.

In Texas, it was made abundantly clear that the slave-trade was piracy, and that the penalty for piracy would 
be death. Having slaves is fine — but you need to be very careful how you come by them.

§ 1. “Be it enacted ..., That if any person or persons shall
introduce any African negro or negroes, contrary to the true
intent and meaning of the ninth section of the general
provisions of the constitution, ... except such as are from the
United States of America, and had been held as slaves therein,
be considered guilty of piracy; and upon conviction thereof,
before any court having cognizance of the same, shall suffer
death, without the benefit of clergy.”

§ 2. The introduction of Negroes from the United States of
America, except of those legally held as slaves there, shall be
piracy. LAWS OF THE REPUBLIC OF TEXAS (Houston, 1838), I. 197. Cf.
HOUSE DOCUMENT, 27th Congress, 1st session, No. 34, page 42.
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 The conspiracy of secrecy entered into by the founding fathers, not to discuss the work done at the 
Constitutional Convention for fifty years, expired. It was revealed that the founding fathers had not intended, 
in employing vague phrases such as “We the People,” that the protections would gradually be expanded until 
they included blacks, and Indians, and women.

It was revealed, by the expiration of this oath of secrecy in regard to the machinations that had produced the 
federal Constitution, that the president of the Pennsylvania Society for the Abolition of Slavery, Benjamin 
Franklin, had betrayed the American slave. During the course of the Constitutional Convention he had not so 
much as brought the topic up for discussion. The convention had simply capitulated to the American 
slaveholders — and the freedom of women of course never crossed anyone’s mind. The only consideration 
given to the fact that some Americans were being held in bondage was to allow those who were chaining them 
to cast more weighty votes than non-slaveholders –in their behalf– in  all the national elections! 

“It is simply crazy that there should ever have come 
into being a world with such a sin in it, in which a man 
is set apart because of his color — the superficial fact 
about a human being. Who could want such a world? For 
an American fighting for his love of country, that the 
last hope of earth should from its beginning have 
swallowed slavery, is an irony so withering, a justice 
so intimate in its rebuke of pride, as to measure only 
with God.”

— Stanley Cavell, MUST WE MEAN WHAT WE SAY?
 1976, page 141

1837

Interest alone [by which was meant prosperity, was]
the governing principle.
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The Constitution of the United States of America was thus revealed to have been a “Covenant with Death and 
an Agreement with Hell,” to paraphrase ISAIAH 28:15 in the manner favored by abolitionists.1893

What to do? —To replace the expired 50-year gag agreement on discussing the proceedings of the 1887 
Constitutional Convention, Congress enacted a new gag rule that would effectively suppress any and all 
congressional debate on anything and everything having to do with the national slavery issue.

As the result of a Connecticut trial, Jackson v. Bullock, any slave brought into Connecticut from a slave state 
of the federal union would be considered to be immediately free. This followed the 1836 Massachusetts case 
of Commonwealth v. Aves which in turn followed the 1772 British case, Somerset v. Stewart. New York and 
Pennsylvania overrode the Somerset decision by statutory enactments, according to which Pennsylvania 
granted 9 months transit until 1847 and New York granted 9 months transit until 1841. 

In this year the Reverend Horace Bushnell was warning America to protect its Anglo-Saxon blood from the 

1893. In a sense, the correct answer to the standard classroom question “What caused the Civil War?” would be “Uh, Ben Franklin?”

Repeat after me, class: “Nobody ever does just one thing.”

Son of so-and-so and so-and-so, this
so-and-so helped us to gain our independence,

instructed us in economy,
and drew down lightning from the clouds.
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immigrant tide.

The Reverend Hosea Easton, a black abolitionist, warned sensibly that doing away with human slavery in itself 
would not correct America’s wrong, for after that it would still be necessary for the US’s whites to overcome 
their color prejudice which made dusky skin “a mark of degradation.”

One might suppose that the La Amistad slaves would, under such an arrangement, have been free the moment 
they set foot on Connecticut soil, but no, they had been brought there not from a slave state of our federal union 
but across the Middle Passage from Africa by way of Cuba, and perhaps they weren’t really slaves in not 
having been legally enslaved, and therefore there were two significant considerations bearing upon whether 
this Connecticut law having to do with slaves brought into Connecticut from a slave state of the federal union 
could be made to stick in court.
During this year 11 American negreros would clear from the port of Havana on their way to the coast of Africa 
to pick up slave cargo (HOUSE DOCUMENT, 26th Congress, 2d session V, No. 115, page 221). In particular the 
negrero Washington, named of course in honor of our founding father, was enabled by the American consul at 
Havana, himself (what are buddies for?), to proceed to the coast of Africa to pick up slave cargo (HOUSE 
DOCUMENT, 26th Congress, 2d session V, No. 115, pages 488-90, 715 ff; HOUSE DOCUMENT, 27th Congress, 
1st session, No. 34, pages 18-21).

YOUR GARDEN-VARIETY ACADEMIC HISTORIAN INVITES YOU TO CLIMB 
ABOARD A HOVERING TIME MACHINE TO SKIM IN METATIME BACK 

ACROSS THE GEOLOGY OF OUR PAST TIMESLICES, WHILE OFFERING UP 
A GARDEN VARIETY OF COGENT ASSESSMENTS OF OUR PROGRESSION. 
WHAT A LOAD OF CRAP! YOU SHOULD REFUSE THIS HELICOPTERISH 

OVERVIEW OF THE HISTORICAL PAST, FOR IN THE REAL WORLD THINGS 
HAPPEN ONLY AS THEY HAPPEN. WHAT THIS SORT WRITES AMOUNTS, 

RACISM

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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LIKE MERE “SCIENCE FICTION,” MERELY TO “HISTORY FICTION”: 
IT’S NOT WORTH YOUR ATTENTION.

xxxxxxxxxx “Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf
mailto:Kouroo@kouroo.info?subject=Contribution to Kouroo Contexture
mailto:kouroo@kouroo.info subject=Contribution to Kouroo Contexture


TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY

HDT WHAT? INDEX
 January: A negrero flying the Portuguese flag, the Dido, master unknown, on its one and only known Middle 
Passage, delivered a cargo of 400 enslaved Africans, arriving at a port of Cuba.
A slaver flying the Spanish flag (as depicted below), the Duquesa de Braganca, master unknown, on its one 
and only known Middle Passage, arrived at its destination, Cuba.

Another slaver flying the Spanish flag, the General Laborde, master unknown, on one of its 3 known Middle 
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Passage voyages, out of an unknown area of Africa, arrived at the port of Havana:

A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Adamster, master unknown, on one of its three known Middle Passage 
voyages, starting with an enormous cargo of 800 enslaved Africans out of Quelimane but delivering only 496 
at Santos as 304 had died during transit.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Margaret, master Ayons, on its one and only known Middle Passage, 
arrived at its destination, Cuba.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Carlota, master unknown, on its first of two known Middle Passages, 
out of an unknown area of Africa with a cargo of 200 enslaved Africans, arrived at the port of Belize.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Cavalho Maria, master Perez, on its one and only known Middle 
Passage, arrived at its destination, Cuba.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Deligencia, master unknown, on one of its four known Middle Passage 
voyages, out of Angola with a cargo of 475 enslaved Africans, arrived at the port of Maceio, Brazil.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Eliza, master unknown, on one of its seven known Middle Passage 

THE MIDDLE PASSAGE
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voyages, out of Angola with a cargo of 337 enslaved Africans, arriving at the port of Parati, Brazil.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Jacinto, master Trillo, on one of its three known Middle Passage 
voyages, out of an unknown area of Africa, arrived at a port of Cuba.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Josefina, master Pinto, on one of its twelve-count-’em-twelve known 
Middle Passage voyages, out of an unknown area of Africa, arrived at a port of Cuba.
I have two accounts of a slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Leao, master unknown, on one of its two or three 
known Middle Passage voyages, one account having it as having sailed from Angola with a cargo of 614 
enslaved Africans, arriving in this month at the Brazilian port of Campos, but the other account having it as 
having sailed instead from Quelimane with a cargo instead of 572 enslaved Africans, arriving instead during 
this month at the Brazilian port of Ilha Marambaia.1894

1894. Clearly, there’s a terminology problem here. In an effort to resolve this terminology issue, at the Republican National 
Convention in New York during August 2004 –at which the Republican Party would for four days make an effort to strip from its 
face its mask of hostility to the plight of the downtrodden and reveal its true countenance of benevolent conservatism and concern– 
these people would be sensitively referred to by a Hoosier Republican running for the US Senate as “involuntary immigrants.”

So, perhaps, this is a good point at which to insert a story about involuntary immigrants that has been passed on to us by Ram 
Varmha, a retired IBM engineer whose father had briefly served as Maharaja after the independence of Cochin. He relates the story 
as narrated to him by his paternal grandmother who lived in Thripoonithura, Cochin: “When my grandmother (born 1882) was a 
young girl she would go with the elder ladies of the family to the Pazhayannur Devi Temple in Fort Cochin, next to the Cochin 
Lantha Palace built by the Dutch (Landers = Lantha), which was an early establishment of the Cochin royal family before the 
administration moved to Thripoonithura. My grandmother often told us that in the basement of the Lantha Palace, in a confined 
area, a family of Africans had been kept locked up, as in a zoo! By my Grandmother’s time all the Africans had died. But, some of 
the elder ladies had narrated the story to her of ‘Kappiries’ (Africans) kept in captivity there. It seems visitors would give them fruits 
and bananas. They were well cared for but always kept in confinement. My grandmother did not know all the details but according 
to her, ‘many’ years earlier, a ship having broken its mast drifted into the old Cochin harbor. When the locals climbed aboard, they 
found a crewless ship, but in the hold there were some chained ‘Kappiries’ still alive; others having perished. The locals did not 
know what to do with them. Not understanding their language and finding the Africans in chains, the locals thought that these were 
dangerous to set free. So they herded the poor Africans into the basement of the Cochin Fort, and held them in captivity, for many, 
many years! I have no idea when the initial incident happened, but I presume it took place in the late 1700s or early 1800s. This 
points to the possibility that it was, in fact, a slave ship carrying human cargo from East Africa to either the USA or the West Indies. 
An amazing and rather bizarre story. Incidentally, this is not an ‘old woman's tale’! Its quite reliable. My grandmother would identify 
some of the older ladies who had actually seen the surviving Kappiries.”
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 February: John Caldwell Calhoun delivered before the US Senate an address labeled “Slavery a Positive 
Good.”

A negrero flying the Portuguese flag, the Luisa (Luiza), master Diaz, out of an unknown area of Africa on its 
second of two known Middle Passages, arrived at a port of Cuba.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Ligera, master J. Gualberto, out of an unknown area of Africa on one 
of its eight known Middle Passage voyages, arrived at a port of Cuba.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Jehovah, master unknown, out of Angola with a cargo of 520 enslaved 
Africans on one of its three known Middle Passage voyages, arrived at the port of Taipu, Brazil.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Henriqueta, master unknown, out of Angola with a cargo of 263 
enslaved Africans on its first of two known Middle Passages, arriving at Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Boca Negra, master Cuamano, on its first of two known Middle 

READ MY LIPS.
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Passages, out of an unknown area of Africa with a cargo of 400 enslaved Africans, arriving at Juraga, Cuba.
A slaver flying the Spanish flag (as depicted below), the Aguila Vengadora, master Zavala, out of an unknown 
area of Africa on its first of two known Middle Passages, arrived at a port of Cuba.

A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Dulcinea, master Garay, out of an unknown area of Africa on its first 
of two known Middle Passages, arrived at a port of Cuba.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Flor do Quillemane, master unknown, started at Quelimane with a 
cargo of 697 enslaved Africans on its one and only known Middle Passage but arrived at Campos, Brazil only 
after 163 had died.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Mercurio, master unknown, out of Angola with a cargo of 512 enslaved 
Africans on its one and only known Middle Passage, arrived at the port of Ilha dos Palmas, Brazil.

 February 14, Tuesday: Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: 
“Message from the President ... with copies of Correspondence in relation to the Seizure of Slaves on board 
the brigs Encomium and Enterprise.” –SENATE DOCUMENT, 24 Cong. 2 sess. II. No. 174; cf. SENATE 
DOCUMENT, 25 Cong. 3 sess. III. No. 216.

Ignaz von Rudhart replaced Josef Ludwig Count Armansperg as prime minister of Greece.

Augustus Comstock was born in Charlestown, Massachusetts, although his parents would take him to New-
York at the age of 7.

THE MIDDLE PASSAGE
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 March: A negrero flying the Portuguese flag, the Ceres, master unknown, on its one and only known Middle 
Passage, arrived at its destination, Rio De Janeiro.

 March 3, Friday: “An Act making appropriations for the naval service,” etc. “For carrying into effect the acts 
for the suppression of the slave trade,” etc., $11,413.57 (STATUTES AT LARGE, V. 155, 157).

Completion of the 2d (lame duck) session of the 24th federal Congress, with human enslavement still legal in 
the United States of America.

On his final full day in office, United States President Andrew Jackson recognized the independence of the 
Republic of Texas.

Waldo Emerson lectured at the lyceum in Charlestown, Massachusetts. He would receive $15.

David Henry Thoreau’s essay on his Harvard College assignment “Compare some of the Methods of gaining 
or exercising public Influence: as, Lectures, the Pulpit, Associations, the Press, Political Office.”

 April: A negrero flying the Portuguese flag, the Felicidade, master Perreira, out of an unknown area of Africa 
on one of its nine known Middle Passage voyages, arrived at a port of Cuba.
A slaver flying the US flag, the Forest, master Tripp, out of an unknown area of Africa on its one and only 
known Middle Passage, arrived at its destination, a port in Cuba.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Carolina, master unknown, our to Quelimane on one of its five known 
Middle Passage voyages with a cargo of 976 enslaved Africans, arrived at the port of Ubatuba, Brazil.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Camoes, master Silva, out of an unknown area of Africa on its first of 
two known Middle Passages, arrived at a port of Cuba.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Constante, master unknown, out of Luanda on one of its three known 
Middle Passage voyages, with a cargo of 694 enslaved Africans, arrived at Campos, Brazil.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Boca Negra, master Cardozo, out of an unknown area of Africa on its 
second of two known Middle Passages, arrived at a port of Cuba.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Asseiceira, master unknown, out of Angola with a cargo of 417 
enslaved Africans on its first of two known Middle Passages, arrived at the port of Marica, Brazil.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Duas Irmas, master unknown, out of Angola with a cargo of 520 
enslaved Africans on its first of two known Middle Passages, arrived at Campos, Brazil.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Doze de Outubro, master unknown, out of Benguela with a cargo of 
513 enslaved Africans on one of its five known Middle Passage voyages, arrived at the port of Parati, Brazil.

THE MIDDLE PASSAGE

RACE SLAVERY

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Dos Hermanos, master Carvalho, out of an unknown area of Africa on 
its first of two known Middle Passages, arrived at a port of Cuba.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Eliza, master Santa Ana, out of an unknown area of Africa on one of 
its seven known Middle Passage voyages, arrived at a port of Cuba.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Lealdade, master unknown, out of Angola with a cargo of 321 enslaved 
Africans on one of its three known Middle Passage voyages, arrived at the port of Ponta Negra, Brazil.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Ligeiro, master unknown, out of Benguela with a cargo of 411 enslaved 
Africans on one of its four known Middle Passage voyages, arrived at Mangaratiba, Brazil.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Liberal, master Freytat, out of an unknown area of Africa on one of 
its four known Middle Passage voyages, arrived at a port of Cuba.

“A few days since a slave ship, that had been fitted out in shares by the planters, here arrived with 292 Africans 
on board, in a perfect state of nudity & nature. She had been absent nearly a year, when an ordinary voyage 
to the coast & back is five or six months. Fears were entertained that she was captured, for the English have 
taken and destroyed over forty vessels this year.... At present slaves are so valuable there is little animal 
suffering and few or no deaths. Here they are landed on plantations and divided into lots, & the shareholders 
then divide them, & they are offered for sale like any other animals.”

— An Observer in Guayama, Puerto Rico

 May: Five negreros flying the Portuguese flag were providing new fodder for the Brazilian slave market. All 
the shipments were out of Angola. The Joven Africano, master unknown, had loaded a cargo of 312 enslaved 
Angolans on its second of two known Middle Passages and was arriving at the port of Ponta Negra. The 
General Cabreira, master unknown, had loaded a cargo of 337 enslaved Angolans on one of its five known 
Middle Passage voyages and was arriving at Rio de Janeiro. The Esperanca, master unknown, had loaded a 
cargo of 304 enslaved Angolans on one of its ten-count-’em-ten known Middle Passage voyages and was 
arriving at the port of Marica. The Dons Arnigous, master unknown, had loaded a cargo of 459 enslaved 
Angolans on its only known Middle Passage and was arriving at the port of Maceio. The Felicidade, master 
unknown, had loaded a cargo of 340 enslaved Angolans on one of its nine known Middle Passage voyages, 
and was arriving at the port of Taipu.

(That’s 312 + 337 + 304 + 459 + 340 = 1,752 slaves in one month, and all to Brazil and noplace else, and all 
from this same region on the west coast of Africa! Is there an explanation?)

 June: Five negreros flying the Portuguese flag were arriving in the New World. The Experienca, master 
unknown, out of Benguela with a cargo of 487 enslaved Africans on its first of two known Middle Passages, 
was arriving at Campos, Brazil. The Antonioa, master G. Giscarfe, which had sailed out of the Congo River 
with a cargo of 183 enslaved Africans on its one and only known Middle Passage, was arriving at Nassau in 
the Bahamas. The Diligente, master Acosta, on one of its four known Middle Passage voyages, the Maria 
Theresa, master Mayo, on one of its four known Middle Passage voyages, and the Hercules, master Ferreira, 
on its second of two known Middle Passages, had brought slaves from unknown locations on the African coast 
and were arriving at one or another port of the island of Cuba.
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 July: A negrero flying the Portuguese flag, the Ligera, master M. Antonio, on one of its eight known Middle 
Passage voyages, out of an unknown area of Africa with a cargo of 420 enslaved Africans, arriving at a port 
of Cuba.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Josefina, master unknown, on one of its twelve-count-’em-twelve 
known Middle Passage voyages, out of Angola with a cargo of 420 enslaved Africans, arriving at Campos, 
Brazil.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Harmonia, master unknown, on its one and only known Middle 
Passage, delivered a cargo of 614 enslaved Africans, arriving at the port of Paranagua, Brazil.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Aleide, master unknown, on its one and only known Middle Passage, 
arrived at its destination, Pernambuco, Brazil.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Antenor, master unknown, on its one and only known Middle Passage, 
out of Angola with a cargo of 638 enslaved Africans, arrived at the port of Camarioca, Brazil.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Flor de’ Loanda, master unknown, on one of its five known Middle 
Passage voyages, out of Angola with a cargo of 427 enslaved Africans, arriving at Campos, Brazil.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Feliz, master unknown, on its first of two known Middle Passages, 
Principe with a cargo of 304 enslaved Africans, arriving at the port of Sao Sebastiao, Brazil.

 August: A negrero flying the Portuguese flag, the Eugenia, master unknown, on its second of two known 
Middle Passages, out of Angola with a cargo of 377 enslaved Africans, arrived at the port of Ilha Itamaraca, 
Brazil.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Destimida, master unknown, on its second of two known Middle 
Passages, out of an unknown area of Africa, arrived at a port of Cuba.
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 September: A negrero flying the Portuguese flag, the Margarita, master unknown, out of Angola with a cargo 
of 334 enslaved Africans on its one and only known Middle Passage, was arriving at Mangaratiba, Brazil. A 
slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Felix, master J. Victorio, out of an unknown area of Africa on its first of 
two known Middle Passages, arrived at a port of Cuba. A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Firmeza, master 
unknown, out of Angola with a cargo of 317 enslaved Africans on one of its four known Middle Passage 
voyages, was arriving at Campos, Brazil. A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Andorinha, master unknown, 
out of Benguela with a cargo of 300 enslaved Africans on one of its four known Middle Passage voyages, 
arrived at the port of Alto Moirao, Brazil. A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Ingemane, master unknown, 
completing its only known Middle Passage, delivered a cargo of 82 enslaved Africans at the port of Havana.

THE MIDDLE PASSAGE
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 October: A negrero flying the Portuguese flag, the Ligera, master unknown, on one of its eight known Middle 
Passage voyages, Principe, arrived at a port of Cuba. A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Jacutry, master 
unknown, out of Angola with a cargo of 314 enslaved Africans on its one and only known Middle Passage, 
arriving at Mangaratiba, Brazil. A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Francisca, master unknown, sailing 
from Luanda on its one and only known Middle Passage, arrived at a port of Cuba. A slaver flying the 
Portuguese flag, the Flor do Rio, master unknown, that had sailed out of the Congo River with a cargo of 314 
enslaved Africans on one of its three known Middle Passage voyages, was arriving at the port of Sao Sebastiao, 
Brazil. A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Florinda de Africa, master unknown, out of Angola with a 
cargo of 327 enslaved Africans on its first of two known Middle Passages, was arriving at the port of 
Paranagua, Brazil. A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Aperceira, master unknown, out of Angola with a 
cargo of 437 enslaved Africans on its one and only known Middle Passage, was arriving at the port of 
Paranagua, Brazil.

Ordered to the Jefferson Barracks in St. Louis, Dr. John Emerson left his slaves Dred Scott and Harriet 
Robinson Scott behind at Fort Snelling. At St. Louis, however, he would receive further orders forwarding him 
on to a Fort Jessup — which would turn out to be a fort down in the piney woods of western Louisiana.
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 November: All ten of the slave ships we presently know of, that were delivering African slaves to American 
ports during this month, were flying the Portuguese flag. The negrero Diligente, master unknown, out of 
Angola with a cargo of 312 enslaved Africans on one of its four known Middle Passage voyages, was arriving 
at a port in Brazil. The Antonio, master unknown, out of Angola with a cargo of 517 enslaved Africans on its 
one and only known Middle Passage, was arriving at the port of Taipu, Brazil. The Angerona, master 
unknown, out of Angola with a cargo of 336 enslaved Africans on its first of two known Middle Passages, was 
arriving at the port of Armacao, Brazil. The Arcania, master unknown, out of Angola with a cargo of 477 
enslaved Africans on its first of two known Middle Passages, was arriving at the port of Sao Sebastiao, Brazil. 
The Brilhante, master unknown, out of Ambriz with a cargo of 479 enslaved Africans on one of its seven 
known Middle Passage voyages, was arriving at a port in Brazil. The Dom Manoel de Portugal, master 
unknown, out of Angola with a cargo of 476 enslaved Africans on its first of two known Middle Passages, was 
arriving at a port in Brazil. The Dois de Fevereiro, master unknown, out of Angola with a cargo of 538 
enslaved Africans on one of its three known Middle Passage voyages, was arriving at the port of Ponta Negra, 
Brazil. The Maria Theresa, master Malo, out of an unknown area of Africa on one of its four known Middle 
Passage voyages, was arriving at a port of Cuba. The Dos Hermanos and the Manuelita, masters unknown, out 
of unknown areas of Africa on the second of two known Middle Passages and on the only known Middle 
Passage respectively, were arriving in Cuban waters.

 December: The Reverend Johann Ludwig Krapf arrived at Massowa in Africa. He would accompany the 
Meridazmach, Sahle Selassie, on a military campaign in southern Shewa and find that his pietist background 
in Germany had not prepared him to appreciate Ethiopian Christianity, especially its emphasis on saints, 
liturgy, and traditional reliance upon Ge’ez, a language no longer available to the general population.

All nine of the slave ships that we know were entering American waters during this month were flying the 
Portuguese flag. The Constitucion and the Carlota, masters unknown, out of unknown areas of Africa on one 
or the other of their two known Middle Passages, were arriving in Cuban waters. The Maria Segundo, master 
J. Garcia, out of Angola with a cargo of 573 enslaved Africans on one of its numerous known Middle Passage 
voyages, was arriving at Campos, Brazil (possibly this negrero stopped off first at a port on the coast of Cuba). 
The Liberal, master unknown, out of Angola with a cargo of 348 enslaved Africans on one of its four known 
Middle Passage voyages, was arriving at the port of Sao Sebastiao, Brazil. The Lusitania, master unknown, 
out of Mocambique with a cargo of 800 enslaved Africans on one or the other of its two known Middle 
Passages, was arriving at Campos, Brazil. The Josefina, master unknown, out of Angola with a cargo of 300 
enslaved Africans on one of its twelve-count-’em-twelve known Middle Passage voyages, was arriving at the 
port of Alto Moirao, Brazil. The Henriqueta, master unknown, out of Cape Lopez with a cargo of 319 enslaved 
Africans on its second of two known Middle Passages, was arriving at Campos, Brazil. The Esperanca, master 
unknown, out of Angola with a cargo of 382 enslaved Africans on one of its ten-count-’em-ten known Middle 
Passage voyages, was arriving at a port in Brazil. The Dois D’Abril, master unknown, out of Angola with a 
cargo of 283 enslaved Africans on one of its three known Middle Passage voyages, was arriving at the port of 
Copacabana, Brazil.
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  Much of Ansonborough in Charleston, South Carolina was destroyed in a fire.

The Holy See issued a statement condemning the international slave trade, but most of the Catholic bishops in 
America interpreted this as of course not applying to slavery itself.1895

1838

1895. Clearly, there’s a terminology problem here. In an effort to resolve this terminology issue, at the Republican National 
Convention in New York during August 2004 –at which the Republican Party would for four days make an effort to strip from its 
face its mask of hostility to the plight of the downtrodden and reveal its true countenance of benevolent conservatism and concern– 
these people would be sensitively referred to by a Hoosier Republican running for the US Senate as “involuntary immigrants.”

So, perhaps, this is a good point at which to insert a story about involuntary immigrants that has been passed on to us by Ram 
Varmha, a retired IBM engineer whose father had briefly served as Maharaja after the independence of Cochin. He relates the story 
as narrated to him by his paternal grandmother who lived in Thripoonithura, Cochin: “When my grandmother (born 1882) was a 
young girl she would go with the elder ladies of the family to the Pazhayannur Devi Temple in Fort Cochin, next to the Cochin 
Lantha Palace built by the Dutch (Landers = Lantha), which was an early establishment of the Cochin royal family before the 
administration moved to Thripoonithura. My grandmother often told us that in the basement of the Lantha Palace, in a confined 
area, a family of Africans had been kept locked up, as in a zoo! By my Grandmother’s time all the Africans had died. But, some of 
the elder ladies had narrated the story to her of ‘Kappiries’ (Africans) kept in captivity there. It seems visitors would give them fruits 
and bananas. They were well cared for but always kept in confinement. My grandmother did not know all the details but according 
to her, ‘many’ years earlier, a ship having broken its mast drifted into the old Cochin harbor. When the locals climbed aboard, they 
found a crewless ship, but in the hold there were some chained ‘Kappiries’ still alive; others having perished. The locals did not 
know what to do with them. Not understanding their language and finding the Africans in chains, the locals thought that these were 
dangerous to set free. So they herded the poor Africans into the basement of the Cochin Fort, and held them in captivity, for many, 
many years! I have no idea when the initial incident happened, but I presume it took place in the late 1700s or early 1800s. This 
points to the possibility that it was, in fact, a slave ship carrying human cargo from East Africa to either the USA or the West Indies. 
An amazing and rather bizarre story. Incidentally, this is not an ‘old woman's tale’! Its quite reliable. My grandmother would identify 
some of the older ladies who had actually seen the surviving Kappiries.”
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The Bishop of New-York, John Joseph Hughes, who was Irish and had been superintendent of a slave 
plantation in Maryland in his youth, spoke of slavery as “an evil” rather than as “evil,” because this 
arrangement of human society had positive consequences — it allowed blacks who would otherwise remain 
mired in darkness to benefit from contact with good white Christians.

During this year 19 American negreros would clear from Havana on their way to the coast of Africa in order 
to rescue blacks who would otherwise have remained mired in darkness and allow them to benefit from contact 
with us good white Christians (HOUSE DOCUMENT, 26th Congress, 2d session V, No. 115, page 221).

The negrero Prova spent three months refitting in the harbor of Charleston, South Carolina. When it sailed out 
of this harbor it was intercepted by a British warship and discovered to be carrying a cargo of 225 slaves 
(HOUSE DOCUMENT, 27th Congress, 1st session, No. 34, pages 121, 163-6).

During this year (or possibly during the subsequent year) the American-built negrero Venus, although owned 
by Spaniards, would be manned by a crew that was made up in part of American citizens (HOUSE DOCUMENT, 
26th Congress, 2d session V, No. 115, pages 20-2, 106, 124-5, 132, 144-5, 330-2, 475-9).

 January: The sailing ship Pennsylvania, a fast packet boat, arrived at New-York, having accomplished the 
voyage from Liverpool in 15 days.

There were eleven negreros flying the Portuguese flag finding their way into American destination ports 
during this month, and herding their coffles of cargo into local barracoons. The Maria Segundo, master 
Alburquerque, out of an unknown area of Africa on one of its ten-count-’em-ten known Middle Passage 
voyages, arrived at a port of Cuba. The Felicidade, master Verriel, out of an unknown area of Africa on one 
of its nine known Middle Passage voyages, was arriving at a port of Cuba. The Josefina, master Neives, out 
of an unknown area of Africa on one of its twelve-count-’em-twelve known Middle Passage voyages, was 
arriving at a port of Cuba. The Magadalena, master Artiage, out of Principe with a cargo of 219 enslaved 
Africans on its first of two known Middle Passages, was arriving at Juraga, Cuba. The Joven Luisa, master 
Monso, out of an unknown area of Africa with a cargo of 291 enslaved Africans on its one and only known 
Middle Passage, was arriving at Juraga, Cuba. The Dois Amigos, master unknown, out of Quelimane with a 
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cargo of 712 enslaved Africans on one of its three known Middle Passage voyages, was arriving at the port of 
Baia Sepetiba, Brazil.
The Generoso, master unknown, out of Quelimane with a cargo of 800 enslaved Africans on its one and only 
known Middle Passage, was arriving at the port of Baia Sepetiba, Brazil. The Doze de Outubro, master 
unknown, out of Angola with a cargo of 322 enslaved Africans on one of its five known Middle Passage 
voyages, was arriving at the port of Copacabana, Brazil. The Inocente, master unknown, on its first of two 
known Middle Passages, out of Angola with a cargo of 419 enslaved Africans, was arriving at the port of 
Taipu, Brazil. The Fortuna de Africa, master unknown, out of Mocambique with a cargo of 712 enslaved 
Africans on one of its three known Middle Passage voyages, was arriving at the port of Camarioca, Brazil. 
The Jupiter, master unknown, out of Angola with a cargo of 373 enslaved Africans on one of its five known 
Middle Passage voyages, was arriving at the port of Ilha Grande, Brazil.
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 February: A negrero flying the US flag, name unknown, master unknown, on its one and only known Middle 
Passage, delivered a cargo of 250 enslaved Africans at a port in Brazil. Another slaver, this one flying the 
Spanish flag (as shown below), the Con la Boca, master Ferreira, on its one and only known Middle Passage, 
arrived at its destination, St. Thomas.

This month five Portuguese slavers were arriving in the New World. The Esperanca, master Saldanha, on one 
of its ten-count-’em-ten known Middle Passage voyages, brought a cargo of 420 enslaved Africans from 
Principe, arriving at Juraga, Cuba. The Aguia, master unknown, out of Angola on one of its five known Middle 
Passage voyages, arrived at Campos, Brazil. The Leao, master unknown, out of Benguela on one of its three 
known Middle Passage voyages, brought a cargo of 600 enslaved Africans, arriving at Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. 
The Maria Carolta, master unknown, on its first of two known Middle Passages, brought a cargo of 829 
enslaved Africans from Angola, arriving at Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. The Carolina, master unknown, out of 
Quelimane on one of its five known Middle Passage voyages, brought an enormous cargo of 1,050 enslaved 
Africans, arriving at Campos, Brazil.
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 March: Seven Portuguese slaveships found their way to American ports during this month. The Adamster, 
master unknown, on one of its three known Middle Passage voyages, out of Quelimane with a cargo of 445 
enslaved Africans, arrived at the port of Sao Sebastion. The Amalia, master Flores, out of an unknown area of 
Africa with an unknown number of enslaved Africans on one of its five known Middle Passage voyages, 
arrived at a port of Cuba. The Dulcinea, master Deyes, out of an unknown area of Africa with an unknown 
number of enslaved Africans on its second of two known Middle Passages, arrived at a port of Cuba, but 
maybe not the same port. The Aventureiro, master unknown, out of Angola with a cargo of 550 enslaved 
Africans on one of its three known Middle Passage voyages, the Constante, master unknown, out of Angola 
with a cargo of 597 enslaved Africans on one of its three known Middle Passage voyages, and the negrero 
Jehovah, master unknown, out of Angola with a cargo of 433 enslaved Africans on one of its three known 
Middle Passage voyages, all three arrived at the port of Ilha Grande, Brazil, bringing a total of 1,580 new 
slaves to that locality. The General Cabreira, master unknown, out of Angola with a cargo of 337 enslaved 
Africans on one of its five known Middle Passage voyages, arrived at the port of Baia Sepetiba, Brazil.

 March 19, Monday: Richard Wagner’s overture “Rule Britannia” was performed for the initial time, probably 
in the Schwarzhauptersaal in Riga, with the composer himself conducting.

Senator Morris submitted a number of thorny issues in regard to the slave-trade to the US Senate.

“Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed to
inquire whether the present laws of the United States, on the
subject of the slave trade, will prohibit that trade being
carried on between citizens of the United States and citizens
of the Republic of Texas, either by land or by sea; and whether
it would be lawful in vessels owned by citizens of that Republic,
and not lawful in vessels owned by citizens of this, or lawful
in both, and by citizens of both countries; and also whether a
slave carried from the United States into a foreign country, and
brought back, on returning into the United States, is considered
a free person, or is liable to be sent back, if demanded, as a
slave, into that country from which he or she last came; and
also whether any additional legislation by Congress is necessary
on any of these subjects.”

Friend Stephen Wanton Gould wrote in his journal:

2nd day 19th of 3rd M 1838 / We recd a kind & very acceptable 
letter from our daughter Mary A Gould by which we learn the 
family are well tho’ there are a number Sick around them. —

 March 20, Tuesday: In regard to the slave-trade conundrums that Senator Morris had posed to the US Senate 
on the previous day, Senator Walker felt they could just let such stuff “lie on the table.” When a vote was taken, 
it turned out that only 9 of the senators really wanted to think about such things, while 32, surprise surprise, 
were perfectly willing to let the sleeping dogs lie (SENATE JOURNAL, 25th Congress, 2d session, pages 297-8, 
300).

 March 21, Wednesday: x
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 April: A negrero flying the Portuguese flag, the Feliz Triunvirante, master Sarazabel, out of an unknown area 
of Africa with a cargo of an unknown number of enslaved Africans on its one and only known Middle Passage, 
arrived at its destination, Cuba.

A Portuguese slaver, the Mercantile, master Ferreira, out of an unknown area of Africa with a cargo of an 
unknown number of enslaved Africans on its first of two known Middle Passages, arrived at a port of Cuba.
A Portuguese slaver, the Dois Amigos, master Careira, out of an unknown area of Africa with a cargo of an 
unknown number of enslaved Africans on one of its three known such voyages, arrived at a port of Cuba.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Diligente, master unknown, out of an unknown area of Africa with a 
cargo of 480 enslaved Africans on one of its four known Middle Passage voyages, arrived at the port of 
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Havana, Cuba.

A Spanish negrero, the General Espartero, master Bano, out of Principe with a cargo of 455 enslaved Africans 
Juraga on its one and only known Middle Passage, arrived in Cuban waters.
A Portuguese slaver, the Flor de’ Loanda, master M.A.T. Barboza, out of an unknown area of Africa with a 
cargo of 289 enslaved Africans on one of its five known such voyages, arrived at the port of Marica, Brazil.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Duas Irmas, master unknown, out of Angola with a cargo of 328 
enslaved Africans on its second of two known Middle Passages, arrived at the port of Macae, Brazil.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Marques de Pombal, master unknown, out of Angola with a cargo of 
97 enslaved Africans on its one and only known Middle Passage, arrived at Ilha Paqueta, Brazil.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Camoes, master unknown, out of an unknown area of Africa with a 
cargo of 575 enslaved Africans on its second of two known Middle Passages, arrived at Nassau, Bahamas.
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Explanation: A "negrero" is a ship that transports slave cargo.
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 May: A negrero flying the Portuguese flag, the Carolina, master unknown, out of Angola with a cargo of 280 
enslaved Africans on one of its five known Middle Passage voyages, arrived at a port in Brazil. A slaver flying 
the Portuguese flag, the Brilhante, master A.J. Costa, out of Luanda with a cargo of 250 enslaved Africans on 
one of its seven known Middle Passage voyages, arrived at Rio De Janeiro, Brazil. A slaver flying the 
Portuguese flag, the Bom Viaxe, master Proensa, out of an unknown area of Africa with an unknown number 
of enslaved Africans as cargo, on its one and only known Middle Passage, arrived at a port of Cuba. A slaver 
flying the Portuguese flag, the Constancia, master Plat, out of an unknown area of Africa with an unknown 
number of enslaved Africans as cargo, on one of its three known Middle Passage voyages, arrived at a port of 
Cuba.

 June: A negrero flying the Spanish flag (as depicted below), the Aguila Vengadora, master Garronda, starting 
with 560 enslaved Africans from Madagascar on its second of two known Middle Passages, dropped anchor 
at a port of Cuba with only 200 to off-load because 360 had died during that long transit.

Another slaver flying the Spanish flag, the Emprendedor, master Beyga, bringing a cargo of an unknown 
number of enslaved Africans out of Gallinas on its second of two known Middle Passages, arrived at Trinidad.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Felix, master unknown, bringing a cargo of 321 enslaved Africans out 
of Principe on its second of two known Middle Passages, arrived at the port of Baia Botafogo, Brazil.
A Portuguese slaver, the Fortuna, master Barbosa, bringing a cargo of an unknown number of enslaved 
Africans out of Sao Tome on one of its five known Middle Passage voyages, arrived at a port of Cuba.
A Portuguese slaver, the Felicidade, master unknown, out of Angola with a cargo of 322 enslaved Africans on 
one of its nine known Middle Passage voyages, arrived at the port of Sao Sebastiao, Brazil.
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A Portuguese slaver, the Eliza, master Galindo, bringing a cargo of an unknown number of enslaved Africans 
out of an unknown area on one of its seven known Middle Passage voyages, arrived at a port of Cuba.
A Portuguese slaver, the Especuladora, master unknown, sailing from Benguela with a cargo of 309 enslaved 
Africans on its one and only known Middle Passage, arrived at the port of Ilha Grande, Brazil.
A Portuguese slaver, the Esperanca, master unknown, out of Cabinda with a cargo of 400 enslaved Africans 
on one of its ten-count-’em-ten known Middle Passage voyages, arrived at the port of Ilha Grande, Brazil.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Andorinha, master unknown, out of Benguela with a cargo of 297 
enslaved Africans on one of its four known Middle Passage voyages, arrived at the port of Taipu, Brazil.
A Portuguese slaver, the Josefina, master Durarte, bringing a cargo of an unknown number of enslaved 
Africans out of Sao Tome on one of twelve-count-’em-twelve known such voyages, arrived in Cuban waters.

A negrero flying the Portuguese flag, the Jove, master unknown, out of Quelimane with a cargo of 432 
enslaved Africans on its one and only known Middle Passage, arrived at Campos, Brazil.
A Portuguese slaver, the Ligera, master Losa Barti, bringing a cargo of an unknown number of enslaved 
Africans out of Principe on one of its eight known Middle Passage voyages, arrived at a port of Cuba.
A Portuguese slaver, the Ligera, master M. Antonio, bringing a cargo of an unknown number of enslaved 
Africans out of Rio Pongo on one of its eight known Middle Passage voyages, arrived at a port of Cuba.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Cintra, master unknown, having sailed from Mocambique with a cargo 
of 756 enslaved Africans on its only known Middle Passage, arrived at the port of Sao Sebastiao, Brazil.
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 July: A negrero flying the Spanish flag (as shown below), the Irene, master Ageo, sailing from the island of 
Madagascar with a cargo of an unknown number of enslaved Africans on its only known Middle Passage, 
arrived at a port of Cuba.

A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Angerona, master unknown, out of Angola with a cargo of 334 
enslaved Africans on its second of two known Middle Passages, arrived at the port of Copacabana, Brazil.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Commodore, master unknown, out of Quelimane with a cargo of 385 
enslaved Africans on its first of two known Middle Passages, arrived at the port of Taipu, Brazil.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Brilhante, master unknown, out of Angola with a cargo of 407 enslaved 
Africans on one of its seven known Middle Passage voyages, arrived at the port of Macae, Brazil.

 August: A negrero flying the Portuguese flag, the General Espartero, master Barreiro, out of an unknown area 
of Africa with a cargo of 502 enslaved Africans on its first of two known Middle Passages, arrived at a port of 
Cuba. A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Escorpion, master Garlos, out of an unknown area of Africa 
with a cargo of 273 enslaved Africans on its second of two known Middle Passages, arrived at Juraga, 
Cuba. A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Maria Segundo, master Pegada, out of an unknown area of 
Africa with a cargo of an unknown number of enslaved Africans on one of its ten-count-’em-ten known Middle 
Passage voyages, arrived at a port of Cuba.
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A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Dois de Fevereiro, master unknown, out of Angola with a cargo of 324 
enslaved Africans on one of its three known Middle Passage voyages, arrived at the port of Macae, Brazil.

 September: A Portuguese negrero, the Dois D’Abril, master unknown, out of an unknown area of Africa with 
a cargo of 477 enslaved Africans on one of its three known Middle Passage voyages, arrived at Sao Sebastiao, 
Brazil.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Montana, master Griana, out of an unknown area of Africa with a cargo 
of 213 enslaved Africans on its first of two known Middle Passages, arrived at a port of Cuba.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Bellona, master unknown, Congo River with a cargo of 374 enslaved 
Africans on one of its three known Middle Passage voyages, arrived at Campos, Brazil.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Ala, master unknown, delivered a cargo of 200 enslaved Africans on 
its one and only known Middle Passage, arrived at a port of Cuba.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Arcania, master unknown, out of an unknown area of Africa with a 
cargo of 500 enslaved Africans on its second of two known such voyages, arrived at Ilha Grande, Brazil.
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A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Asseiceira, master unknown, out of Angola with a cargo of 400 
enslaved Africans on its second of two known Middle Passages, arrived at the port of Catuamo, Brazil.
A Portuguese slaver, the Josefina, master unknown, out of an unknown area of Africa with a cargo of 345 
enslaved Africans on one of its twelve-count-’em-twelve known such voyages, arrived at Rio de Janeiro.
A Portuguese slaver, the Inocente, master unknown, out of an unknown area of Africa with a cargo of 317 
enslaved Africans on its second of two known Middle Passages, arrived at the port of Ilha Grande, Brazil.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Jupiter, master unknown, out of Cabinda with a cargo of 436 enslaved 
Africans on one of its five known Middle Passage voyages, arrived at the port of Armacao, Brazil.
A Portuguese slaver, the General Cabreira, master unknown, out of an unknown area of Africa with a cargo 
of 150 enslaved Africans on one of its five known such voyages, arrived at the port of Ponta Negra, Brazil.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Gabriel, master Giraud, out of an unknown area of Africa with a cargo 
of 340 enslaved Africans on its first of two known Middle Passages, arrived at a port of Cuba.
A Portuguese slaver, the Lavandeira, master San Martin, out of an unknown area of Africa with a cargo of an 
unknown number of enslaved Africans on its first of two known Middle Passages, arrived at a port of Cuba.

 October: A negrero flying the Portuguese flag, the Ganges, master unknown, out of Quelimane with a cargo 
of 721 enslaved Africans on its first of two known Middle Passages, arrived at the port of Ponta Negra, Brazil.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Firmeza, master unknown, out of the Congo River with a cargo of 475 
enslaved Africans on one of its four known Middle Passage voyages, arrived at Alto Moira, Brazil.
A Portuguese slaver, the Maria Segundo, master unknown, out of Angola with a cargo of 417 enslaved 
Africans on one of its ten-count-’em-ten known such voyages, arrived at the port of Baia Sepetiba, Brazil.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Maria Virginia, master unknown, out of Sao Tome with a cargo of 394 
enslaved Africans on its one and only known Middle Passage, arrived at the port of Sao Sebastiao, Brazil.
A Portuguese slaver, the Constancia, master Rodriguez, out of an unknown area of Africa with a cargo of 213 
enslaved Africans on one of its three known Middle Passage voyages, arrived in Cuban waters.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Almedia, master unknown, out of Angola with a cargo of an unknown 
number of enslaved Africans on its one and only known Middle Passage, arrived at Rio, Brazil.
A Portuguese slaver, the Amalia, master Alves, out of an unknown area of Africa with a cargo of an unknown 
number of enslaved Africans on one of its five known Middle Passage voyages, arrived at Trinidad.
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 November: With no old age pensions available on St. Helena, friendly societies were founded to provide 
sickness, death, and old age care. In this month, for instance, the Mechanics and Friendly Benefit Society was 
instituted, and it would be followed in 1847 by the St. Helena Poor Society, in 1871 by the Foresters, the in 
1878 by the St. Helena Church Provident Society.

The Queen of Spain, recognizing that there existed a loophole in the law against the international slave trade 
because, once the cargo of a slave ship had successfully been sneaked ashore, that cargo was legally slaves, 
issued a royal decree. She urged the Captain General of Cuba to impose the strictest controls upon this 
continuing recruitment of slaves.

(Her royal ukase would of course be ignored.)

A negrero flying the US flag, the Escorpion, master unknown, out of an unknown area of Africa with a cargo 
of 250 enslaved Africans on its one and only known Middle Passage voyage, arrived at Nassau, Bahamas.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Generoso Feliz, master unknown, out of Quelimane with a cargo of 
725 enslaved Africans on its first of two known Middle Passages, arrived at the port of Ilha Grande, Brazil.
A Portuguese slaver, the Cerca, master unknown, out of an unknown area of Africa with a cargo of an 
unknown number of enslaved Africans on its only known such voyage, dropped anchor at Matanzas, Cuba.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Chiva, master unknown, out of an unknown area of Africa with a cargo 
of 140 enslaved Africans on its one and only known Middle Passage voyage, arrived at a port of Cuba.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Andorinha, master unknown, out of Angola with a cargo of 293 
enslaved Africans on one of its four known Middle Passages, arrived at the port of Baia Botafogo, Brazil.

ST. HELENA THE HISTORIC

LA AMISTAD
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A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Minerva, master unknown, out of Angola with a cargo of 304 enslaved 
Africans on its second of two known Middle Passage voyages, arrived at the port of Ponta Negra, Brazil.
The Portuguese slaver Maria Segundo, master unknown, out of an unknown area of Africa with a cargo of 216 
enslaved Africans on one of its ten-count-’em-ten known Middle Passage voyages, arrived at a port of Cuba.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Esperanca, master unknown, out of Cabinda with a cargo of 600 
enslaved Africans on one of its ten-count-’em-ten known Middle Passage voyages, arrived at Rio de Janeiro.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Flor de’ Loanda, master unknown, out of Angola with a cargo of 377 
enslaved Africans on one of its five known Middle Passage voyages, arrived at Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Lealdade, master unknown, out of Angola with a cargo of 357 enslaved 
Africans on one of its three known Middle Passage voyages, arrived at Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.

FIGURING OUT WHAT AMOUNTS TO A “HISTORICAL CONTEXT” IS WHAT 
THE CRAFT OF HISTORICIZING AMOUNTS TO, AND THIS NECESSITATES 

DISTINGUISHING BETWEEN THE SET OF EVENTS THAT MUST HAVE 
TAKEN PLACE BEFORE EVENT E COULD BECOME POSSIBLE, AND MOST 

CAREFULLY DISTINGUISHING THEM FROM ANOTHER SET OF EVENTS 
THAT COULD NOT POSSIBLY OCCUR UNTIL SUBSEQUENT TO EVENT E.

 December: A negrero flying the Portuguese flag, the Ligeiro, master unknown, out of Benguela with a cargo 
of 209 enslaved Africans on one of its four known Middle Passage voyages, arrived at the port of Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Fortuna, master unknown, out of Quelimane with a cargo of 602 
enslaved Africans on one of its five known Middle Passage voyages, arrived at the port of Campos, Brazil.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Flor do Rio, master unknown, out of Angola with a cargo of 413 
enslaved Africans on one of its three known Middle Passage voyages, arrived at the port of Armacao, Brazil.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Enpiqueta, master Garcia, out of an unknown area of Africa with a 
cargo of 130 enslaved Africans on its one and only known Middle Passage, arrived at Juraga, Cuba.
The Portuguese slaver Esperanca, master Saldanha, out of an unknown area of Africa with a cargo of 430 
enslaved Africans on one of its ten-count-’em-ten known such voyages, arrived at the port of Juraga, Cuba.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Dois Irmaos, master unknown, out of Angola with a cargo of 573 
enslaved Africans on one of its four known Middle Passages, arrived at the port of Ilha Grande, Brazil.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Diligente, master E.R. da Silva, out of Benguela with a cargo of 302 
enslaved Africans on one of its four known Middle Passage voyages, arrived at Rio De Janeiro, Brazil.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Brilhante, master Garcia, out of an unknown area of Africa with a 
cargo of 240 enslaved Africans on one of its seven known Middle Passage voyages, arrived at Juraga, Cuba.
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 During this year a total of 23 American negreros would clear from the harbor of Havana on their way, 
presumably, to the coast of Africa, presumably to there load human cargoes (HOUSE DOCUMENT, 26th 
Congress, 2d session V, No. 115, pages 190-1, 221).

During this year a total of 5 American negreros would arrive at the port of Havana from the coast of Africa, 
proudly flying the American stars-and-bars (HOUSE DOCUMENT, 26th Congress, 2d session V, No. 115, page 
192).

The negrero Morris Cooper, a vessel from Philadelphia, landed 485 Negroes in Cuba (Niles’s Register, LVII. 
192).

The negrero Edwin and George Crooks was boarded by British cruisers (HOUSE DOCUMENT, 26th Congress, 
2d session V, No. 115, pages 12-4, 61-4).

The negreros Eagle, Clara, and Wyoming, with American and Spanish flags and papers and crews made up of 
Americans, were captured by British naval cruisers and brought into the harbor of New-York. The United 
States government declined to interfere in the cases of the Eagle and the Clara, and these vessels were taken 
on to Jamaica. The Wyoming, however, was forfeited by the British to the United States (HOUSE DOCUMENT, 
26th Congress, 2d session V, No. 115, pages 92-104, 109, 112, 118-9, 180-4; Niles’s Register, LVI. 256; LVII. 
128, 208).

The negrero Florida was protected from British cruisers by the fact that it was able to show them American 
papers (HOUSE DOCUMENT, 26th Congress, 2d session V, No. 115, pages 113-5).

The part-Spanish negrero Rebecca was condemned at Sierra Leone (HOUSE REPORTS, 27th Congress, 3d 
session, III, No. 283, pages 649-54, 675-84).

The negreros Asp, Laura, and Mary Ann Cassard, although they were foreign, were for protection sailing 
under the American flag (HOUSE DOCUMENT, 26th Congress, 2d session V, No. 115, pages 126-7, 209-18; 
HOUSE REPORTS, 27th Congress, 3d session, III, No. 283, page 688 ff).

The negrero Two Friends, of New Orleans, was equipped to sail under Spanish and Portuguese flags as well 
as under the American flag (HOUSE DOCUMENT, 26th Congress, 2d session V, No. 115, pages 120, 160-2, 305).

The negrero Euphrates, of Baltimore, although it was sailing under American papers, was seized by cruisers 
of the British navy as Spanish property. Prior to its seizure this vessel had been boarded fifteen times (HOUSE 
DOCUMENT, 26th Congress, 2d session V, No. 115, pages 41-4; A.H. Foote, AFRICA AND THE AMERICAN 
FLAG, pages 152-6).

The American negrero Ontario, for purposes of carrying a cargo of slaves, was temporarily “sold” to the 
Spanish (HOUSE DOCUMENT, 26th Congress, 2d session V, No. 115, pages 45-50).

The nationality of the negrero Mary, although it had originated in Philadelphia was disputed (HOUSE REPORTS, 
27th Congress, 3d session, III, No. 283, pages 736-8; SENATE DOCUMENT, 29th Congress, 1st session VIII, 

1839
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No. 377, pages 19, 24-5).

The American negreros Douglas and Iago were boarded by British cruisers — the United States would 
demand indemnity for this interference with our rights (HOUSE REPORTS, 27th Congress, 3d session, III, No. 
283, pages 542-65, 731-55; SENATE DOCUMENT, 29th Congress, 1st session VIII, No. 377, pages 39-45, 107-
12, 116-24, 160-1, 181-2).

A mutiny was led by Joseph Cinqué,1896 with the mutineers captured but, after trial in Connecticut, helped to 
return to Africa.

1896. His African name was Sengbe Pieh. Try pronouncing it in Spanish instead of French: it sounds like sinke or thereabouts. 
According to J.W. Barber’s A HISTORY OF THE AMISTAD CAPTIVES (New Haven: E.L. and J.W. Barber, 1840) “Sing-gbe” was 
pronounced “Cin-gue,” I assume intending “Singuay,” and was “generally spelt Cinquez.” This contemporary book offered 
silhouette profiles of him, and of Grabeau and others, together with brief biographical accounts. The 1840 publication date and New 
Haven location may give this some authenticity. Yale professors, especially the linguist Josiah Willard Gibbs, learned something of 
the Mende language and had much conversation with Cinqué.

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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What happened was as follows: 53 African natives had been kidnapped from an area now known as Sierra 
Leone, transported to Havana, Cuba aboard the slave ship Tecora,1897 and illegally sold into the Spanish slave 
trade.

They had been sold at auction under the standard pretext, which nobody believed, that they were native-born 
Cuban slaves, to two “Spanish gentlemen.” These Spaniards were transporting the Africans and other cargo to 
another part of Cuba on board their schooner La Amistad when the Africans killed the captain1898 and the cook 
and frightening the others of the crew overboard.

1897. The tall ship Pilgrim now docked among the pleasure craft of opulent Dana Point CA and owned by the Orange County 
Marine Institute was recently be refitted for an undisclosed fee for a starring role in this Stephen Spielberg film AMISTAD, which 
also featured such human actors as Anthony Hopkins and Morgan Freeman. In this film it bore the name Tecora and represented 
not the La Amistad but the slaver which had previously brought its cargo of 53 kidnap victims from Africa to Cuba.
1898. Captain Ramón Ferrer of the La Amistad, killed during the rebellion of the captives, was the owner not merely of this little 
coastal schooner but also two or three seagoing vessels engaged in contraband transatlantic traffic, such as the steamship Vapor 
Principeño.
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The Spaniards, ordered to sail the vessel to Africa, by day sailed eastward and by night surreptitiously sailed 
westward, hoping to land back in Cuba or the southern United States and redeem their substantial investment. 
After 63 days at sea, however, the La Amistad was sighted in a dilapidated condition off Long Island by the 
US Navy and taken as a prize. The ship was towed to New London because in Connecticut slavery was still 
legal, and a lengthy court struggle began.

Early documents from the National Archives of the Northeast Region contain testimony and depositions 
relating to the first sightings of the La Amistad off of Long Island. Navy Lieutenant R.W. Meade testified on 
August 29, 1839, that “said schooner was manned by forty-five negroes some of whom had landed near said 
[Montauk] Point.... Also on board two Spanish Gentlemen who represented and were part owners of the cargo 
and of the Negroes on board who were slaves belonging to said Spanish Gentlemen....” The report enumerated 
the “large and valuable cargo” which the schooner was carrying at the time: “25 bags of beans, 25 boxes of 
raisons, 10 doz. morocco skins, 5 doz. calf skins, 11 boxes of crockery and glass, 30 pieces of muslin, 1 doz. 
shawls, gloves, fans, shirts ... and also 54 slaves to wit 51 male slaves and 3 young female slaves who are worth 
$25,000 and while on said voyage from Havana to Principe the said slaves rose upon the captain and crew of 
said schooner and killed and murdered the captain and one of said crew and two more of said crew escaped 
and got away from said schooner....”
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Abolitionists seized upon the case as a vehicle to publicly display the cruelties of slavery and the slave trade. 
The freedom of the Africans became entangled in the conflicting claims of the Spaniards who had brought the 
“human cargo” and the American officials who had salvaged the ship. The case captured national and 
international attention as it made its way through the lower courts to the US Supreme Court, where the cause 
of the prisoners was argued by former President John Quincy Adams. On March 9, 1841 the Supremes would 
rule that all of the Africans were legally free — that they had never been slaves because the African slave trade 
was illegal, and that they should be released and allowed to return to Africa. The Court also affirmed that 
“it was the ultimate right of all human beings in extreme cases to resist oppression, and to apply force against 
ruinous injustice.”1899

Three years after they were kidnapped, in January 1842, the 35 surviving Africans would finally return to their 
homeland where, allegedly, they would establish the mission colony “which formed the basis for the eventual 
independence of Sierra Leone from Great Britain.” The black artists Hale Woodruff and Jacob Lawrence 
helped keep the La Amistad legacy alive during the 1930s and 1940s. The Amistad Research Center at Tulane 
University <arc.tulane.edu> is a repository of some important primary and secondary documents. See also:

1899. Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: [La Amistad Case.] HOUSE DOCUMENT, 26 
Cong. 1 sess. IV. No. 185 (correspondence); 27 Cong. 3 sess. V. No. 191 (correspondence); 28 Cong. 1 sess. IV No. 83; HOUSE 
EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 32 Cong. 2 sess. III. No. 20; HOUSE REPORTS, 26 Cong. 2 sess. No. 51 (case of altered Ms.); 28 Cong. 1 
sess. II. No. 426 (Report of Committee); 29 Cong. 1 sess. IV. No. 753 (Report of Committee); SENATE DOCUMENT, 26 Cong. 2 sess. 
IV. No. 179 (correspondence); SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 31 Cong. 2 sess. III. No. 29 (correspondence); 32 Cong. 2 sess. III. 
No. 19; SENATE REPORTS, 31 Cong. 2 sess. No. 301 (Report of Committee); 32 Cong. 1 sess. I. No. 158 (Report of Committee); 35 
Cong. 1 sess. I. No. 36 (Report of Committee).

• Eugene D. Genovese. FROM REBELLION TO REVOLUTION. Vintage Books, 1981
• Howard Jones. MUTINY ON THE AMISTAD. Oxford UP, 1987
• William Loren Katz. BREAKING THE CHAINS. Atheneum, 1990
• Donald M. Jacobs. COURAGE AND CONSCIENCE. Indiana UP, 1993
• Charles M. Christian. BLACK SAGA. Houghton Mifflin, 1995
• Kennell Jackson. AMERICA IS ME. Harper Perennial, 1996
• David Pesci. AMISTAD: A NOVEL. Marlowe & Co., 1997
• James Oliver & Lois E. Horton. IN HOPE OF LIBERTY. Oxford UP, 1997
• John W. Blassingame. SLAVE TESTIMONY. Louisiana State UP, 1977
• Maggie Montesinos Sale. THE SLUMBERING VOLCANO. Duke UP, 1997
• Alexs Pate. AMISTAD A NOVEL: THE OFFICIAL TIE-IN TO THE MAJOR MOTION PICTURE 

DIRECTED BY STEVEN SPIELBERG. Dreamworks/Signet, 1997
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Secretary of State John Forsyth pointed out1900 that however unjust the slave trade may be considered by some 
to be, it was most definitely not contrary to the law of nations, and therefore most definitely not any of our 
beeswax:

1900. “Africans Taken in the Amistad.” –US 26th Congress, 1st Session, House Executive Document #185. NY: Blair & Rives, 
1840, pages 57-62

• ....It is true, by the treaty between Great Britain and Spain, the slave trade is prohibited to the 
subjects of each; but the parties to this treaty or agreement are the proper judges of any 
infraction of it, and they have created special tribunals to decide questions arising under the 
treaty; nor does it belong to any other nation to adjudicate upon it, or to enforce it.... In the 
case of the Antelope, (10 Wheaton, page 66), this subject was fully examined, and the opinion 
of the Supreme Court of the United States establishes the following points:
       1. That, however unjust and unnatural the slave trade may be, 

it is not contrary to the law of nations.
       2. That having been sanctioned by the usage and consent of almost all civilized nations, 

it could not be pronounced illegal, except so far as each nation may have made it so 
by its own acts or laws; and these could only operate upon itself, its own subjects or 
citizens; and, of course, the trade would remain lawful to those whose Government 
had not forbidden it.

       3. That the right of bringing in and adjudicating upon the case of a vessel charged 
with being engaged in the slave trade, even where the vessel belongs to a nation 
which has prohibited the trade, cannot exist. The courts of no country execute 
the penal laws of another....

• In the case now before me, the vessel is a Spanish vessel, belonging exclusively to Spaniards, 
navigated by Spaniards, and sailing under Spanish papers and flag, from one Spanish port to 
another. It therefore follows, unquestionably, that any offence committed on board is 
cognizable before the Spanish tribunals, and not elsewhere.

• These two points being disposed of — 1st. That the Government of the United States is to 
consider these Negroes as the property of the individuals in whose behalf the Spanish 
minister has put up a claim; 2d. That the United States cannot proceed against them 
criminally; — the only remaining inquiry is, what is to be done with the vessel and cargo? 
the Negroes being part of the latter.

• ...The claimants of these Negroes have violated none of our laws.... They have not come 
within our territories with the view or intention of violating the laws of the United States.... 
They have not introduced these Negroes into the United Sates for the purpose of sale, or 
holding them in servitude within the United States.... It therefore appears to me that this 
subject must be disposed of upon the principles of international law and the existing treaties 
between Spain and the United States....

• These Negroes are charged with an infraction of the Spanish laws; therefore, it is proper that 
they should be surrendered to the public functionaries of that Government, that if the laws of 
Spain have been violated, they may not escape punishment....

• These Negroes deny that they are slaves; if they should be delivered to the claimants, no 
opportunity may be afforded for the assertion of their right to freedom. For these reasons, 
it seems to me that a delivery to the Spanish minister is the only safe course for this 
Government to pursue.
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 Friend Thomas Clarkson’s THE HISTORY OF THE RISE, PROGRESS, AND ACCOMPLISHMENT OF THE 
ABOLITION OF THE SLAVE-TRADE, BY THE BRITISH PARLIAMENT:

That foreign states continue shamefully to carry it on, is no
less certain. There are yearly transported to Cuba and Brazil,
above 100,000 unhappy beings, by the two weakest nations in
Europe, and these two most entirely subject to the influence and
even direct control of England. The inevitable consequence is,
that more misery is now inflicted on Africa by the criminals,
gently called Slave-traders, of these two guilty nations, than
if there were no treaties for the abolition of the traffic. The
number required is always carried over, and hence, as many
perish by a miserable death in escaping from the cruisers, as
reach their destination. The recitals of horror which have been
made to Parliament and the country on this dreadful subject, are
enough to curdle the blood in the veins and heart of any one
endued with the common feelings of humanity. The whole system
of prevention, or rather of capture, after the crime has been
committed, seems framed with a view to exasperate the evils of
the infernal traffic, to scourge Africa with more intolerable
torments, and to make human blood be spilt like water. Our
cruisers are excited to an active discharge of their duty by the
benefit of sharing in the price fetched when the captured ship
is condemned and sold; but this is a small sum, indeed, compared
with the rich reward of head-money held out, being so much for
every slave taken on board. It is thus made the direct interest
of these cruisers, that the vessels should have their human
cargoes on board, rather than be prevented from shipping them.
True, this vile policy may prove less mischievous where no
treaty exists, giving a right to seize when there are no slaves
in the vessel, because here a slave ship is suffered to pass,
how clear soever her destination might be; yet, even here, the
inducement to send in boats, and seize as soon as a slave or two
may be on board, is removed, and the cruiser is told, “only let
all these wretched beings be torn from their country, and safely
lodged in the vessel’s hold, and your reward is great and sure.”
Then, whenever there is an outfit clause, that is a power to
seize vessels fitted for the traffic, this mischievous plan
tends directly to make the cruiser let the slaver make ready and
put to sea, or it has no tendency or meaning at all. Accordingly,
the course is for the cruiser to stand out to sea, and not allow
herself to be seen in the offing –the crime is consummated –the
slaves are stowed away –the pirate-captain weighs anchor –the
pirate-vessel freighted with victims, and manned by criminals
fares forth –the cruiser, the British cruiser, gives chace –and
then begin those scenes of horror, surpassing all that the poet
ever conceived, whose theme was the torments of the damned and
the wickedness of the fiends. Casks are filled with the slave,
and in these they are stowed away; or to lighten the vessel,
they are flung overboard by the score; sometimes they are flung
overboard in casks, that the chasing ship may be detained by
endeavours to pick them up; the dying and the dead strew the
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deck; women giving birth to the fruit of the womb, amidst the
corpses of their husbands and their children; and other, yet
worse and nameless atrocities, fill up the terrible picture, of
impotent justice and triumphant guilt. But the guilt is not all
Spanish and Portuguese. The English Government can enforce its
demands on the puny cabinets of Madrid and Lisbon, scarce
conscious of a substantive existence, in all that concerns our
petty interests: wherever justice and mercy to mankind demand
our interference, there our voice sinks within us, and no sound
is uttered. That any treaty without an outfit clause should be
suffered to exist between powers so situated, is an outrage upon
all justice, all reason, all common sense. But one thing is
certain, that unless we are to go further, we have gone too far,
and must in mercy to hapless Africa retrace our steps. Unless
we really put the traffic down with a strong hand, and instantly,
we must instantly repeal the treaties that pretended to abolish
it, for these exacerbate the evil a hundred fold, and are
ineffectual to any one purpose but putting money into the
pockets of our men of war. The fact is as unquestionable, as it
is appalling, that all our anxious endeavours to extinguish the
Foreign Slave Trade, have ended in making it incomparably worse
than it was before we pretended to put it down; that owing to
our efforts, there are thrice the number of slaves yearly torn
from Africa; and that wholly because of our efforts, two thirds
of these are murdered on the high seas and in the holds of the
pirate vessels.

 In Baltimore, Pope Gregory XVI’s latest Apostolic Letter was read from the pulpit. White Catholic 
Marylanders learned that their Pope had issued this apostolic letter in order, in the name of Christ, to 
“vehemently admonish and adjure” them not to any longer “molest Indians, negroes, or other men of this sort; 
or to spoil them of their goods, or to reduce them to slavery; or to extent help or favor to others who perpetrate 
such things against them; or to exercise that inhuman trade by which negroes, as if they were not men, but 
mere animals, howsoever reduced to slavery, are ... bought, sold, and doomed sometimes to the most severe 
and exhausting labors.” Of course, their Pope wasn’t condemning slavery as such, he was merely condemning 
the international slave trade.

John T. Noonan, Jr., in A CHURCH THAT CAN AND CANNOT CHANGE: THE DEVELOPMENT OF CATHOLIC 
MORAL TEACHING (U of Notre Dame P, 2005), has pointed up the fact that a popular impression, that the 
Papacy elaborates upon, expands, previous teachings, but never reverses its course, is in error. Catholic moral 
doctrines have, in fact, over the centuries, sometimes changed radically, one example of this being a reversal 
of the papal attitude toward slavery. In our own era, Pope John Paul II has as you know included slavery among 
human relations that are “intrinsically evil” and prohibited “always and forever” “without any exception.” Yet 
a form of slavery is clearly regarded as a fact of life in both Hebrew and Christian scripture, and in much 
Christian theology, and in Catholic teaching well into the 19th Century. Under Christianity, certain slaves have 
become saints. Under Christianity, slavery became a metaphor and model for the leading of a proper life. Jesus 
did not ever, nor did any of his early followers ever, issue any direct challenge to the institution of human 
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enslavement. The fathers of the church had accepted the buying, selling, and owning of human beings, as had 
all the popes. Until 1800, the papal galleys had been rowed by enslaved Muslims. In colonial Maryland, the 
Jesuits owned slaves. Nuns in Europe and in Latin America had owned slaves. St. Peter Claver, who in 
Colombia befriended, instructed, and baptized African slaves, purchased interpreters. Admittedly, theologians 
had challenged various abuses of slaveholding, but rarely had they ever challenged the practice itself. At this 
point, in 1839, the only thing that was being condemned was one method for the creation of new slaves, not 
enslavement itself. It would only be in 1888 –after every Christian nation had abolished human slavery– that 
the Vatican finally would condemn the practice itself, and when Pope Leo XIII would do so on May 5, 1888, 
in a letter to the bishops of Brazil, “In Plurimis,” it would do so with a kind of historical rewriting and self-
congratulation that John Noonan considers to have been palpably dishonest.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: In 1839 Pope Gregory XVI. stigmatized
the slave-trade “as utterly unworthy of the Christian name;” and
at the same time, although proscribed by the laws of every
civilized State, the trade was flourishing with pristine vigor.
Great advantage was given the traffic by the fact that the United
States, for two decades after the abortive attempt of 1824,
refused to co-operate with the rest of the civilized world, and
allowed her flag to shelter and protect the slave-trade. If a
fully equipped slaver sailed from New York, Havana, Rio Janeiro,
or Liverpool, she had only to hoist the stars and stripes in
order to proceed unmolested on her piratical voyage; for there
was seldom a United States cruiser to be met with, and there
were, on the other hand, diplomats at Washington so jealous of
the honor of the flag that they would prostitute it to crime
rather than allow an English or a French cruiser in any way to
interfere. Without doubt, the contention of the United States
as to England’s pretensions to a Right of Visit was technically
correct. Nevertheless, it was clear that if the slave-trade was
to be suppressed, each nation must either zealously keep her
flag from fraudulent use, or, as a labor-saving device, depute
to others this duty for limited places and under special
circumstances. A failure of any one nation to do one of these
two things meant that the efforts of all other nations were to
be fruitless. The United States had invited the world to join
her in denouncing the slave-trade as piracy; yet, when such a
pirate was waylaid by an English vessel, the United States
complained or demanded reparation. The only answer which this
country for years returned to the long-continued exposures of
American slave-traders and of the fraudulent use of the American
flag, was a recital of cases where Great Britain had gone beyond
her legal powers in her attempt to suppress the slave-trade.1901

In the face of overwhelming evidence to the contrary, Secretary
of State Forsyth declared, in 1840, that the duty of the United
States in the matter of the slave-trade “has been faithfully
performed, and if the traffic still exists as a disgrace to
humanity, it is to be imputed to nations with whom Her Majesty’s
Government has formed and maintained the most intimate
connexions, and to whose Governments Great Britain has paid for
the right of active intervention in order to its complete
extirpation.”1902 So zealous was Stevenson, our minister to

1901. Cf. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, from 1836 to 1842.
1902. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1839-40, page 940.
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England, in denying the Right of Search, that he boldly informed
Palmerston, in 1841, “that there is no shadow of pretence for
excusing, much less justifying, the exercise of any such right.
That it is wholly immaterial, whether the vessels be equipped
for, or actually engaged in slave traffic or not, and
consequently the right to search or detain even slave vessels,
must be confined to the ships or vessels of those nations with
whom it may have treaties on the subject.”1903 Palmerston
courteously replied that he could not think that the United
States seriously intended to make its flag a refuge for slave-
traders;1904 and Aberdeen pertinently declared: “Now, it can
scarcely be maintained by Mr. Stevenson that Great Britain
should be bound to permit her own subjects, with British vessels
and British capital, to carry on, before the eyes of British
officers, this detestable traffic in human beings, which the law
has declared to be piracy, merely because they had the audacity
to commit an additional offence by fraudulently usurping the
American flag.”1905 Thus the dispute, even after the advent of
Webster, went on for a time, involving itself in metaphysical
subtleties, and apparently leading no nearer to an
understanding.1906

In 1838 a fourth conference of the powers for the consideration
of the slave-trade took place at London. It was attended by
representatives of England, France, Russia, Prussia, and
Austria. England laid the projet of a treaty before them, to which
all but France assented. This so-called Quintuple Treaty, signed
December 20, 1841, denounced the slave-trade as piracy, and
declared that “the High Contracting Parties agree by common
consent, that those of their ships of war which shall be provided
with special warrants and orders ... may search every merchant-
vessel belonging to any one of the High Contracting Parties
which shall, on reasonable grounds, be suspected of being
engaged in the traffic in slaves.” All captured slavers were to
be sent to their own countries for trial.1907

While the ratification of this treaty was pending, the United
States minister to France, Lewis Cass, addressed an official
note to Guizot at the French foreign office, protesting against
the institution of an international Right of Search, and rather
grandiloquently warning the powers against the use of force to
accomplish their ends. This extraordinary epistle, issued on the
minister’s own responsibility, brought a reply denying that the
creation of any “new principle of international law, whereby the
vessels even of those powers which have not participated in the
arrangement should be subjected to the right of search,” was
ever intended, and affirming that no such extraordinary
interpretation could be deduced from the Convention. Moreover,
M. Guizot hoped that the United States, by agreeing to this
treaty, would “aid, by its most sincere endeavors, in the
definitive abolition of the trade.”1908 Cass’s theatrical

1903. HOUSE DOCUMENT, 27th Congress 1st session, No. 34, pages 5-6.
1904. SENATE DOCUMENT, 29th Congress 1st session, VIII. No. 377, page 56.
1905. SENATE DOCUMENT, 29th Congress 1st session, VIII. No. 377, page 72.
1906. SENATE DOCUMENT, 29th Congress 1st session, VIII. No. 377, pages 133-40, etc.
1907. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1841-2, page 269 ff.
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protest was, consciously or unconsciously, the manifesto of that
growing class in the United States who wanted no further
measures taken for the suppression of the slave-trade; toward
that, as toward the institution of slavery, this party favored
a policy of strict laissez-faire.

 January: A negrero flying the Portuguese flag, the Amalia, master Miquete, on one of its five known Middle 
Passage voyages, starting with a cargo of 710 enslaved Africans out of Mocambique, delivered only 510 at a 
port of Cuba during this month — as 200 had died in transit.
A Portuguese slaver, the Brilhante, master Sanchez, on one of its seven known Middle Passage voyages, out 
of an unknown area of Africa with a cargo of 233 enslaved Africans, arrived at the port of Santiago de Cuba.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Curiga, master J.A. Pereira, out Angola with a cargo of an unknown 
number of enslaved Africans on its one and only known Middle Passage, arrived at Pernambuco, Brazil.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Dichosa, master Seltos, on its one and only known Middle Passage, 
sailing out of Luanda with a cargo of 220 enslaved Africans, arrived at a port of Cuba.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Felicidade, master unknown, on one of its nine known Middle Passage 
voyages, out of an unknown area of Africa with a cargo of 250 enslaved Africans, arrived at a port of Cuba.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Duquesa de Braganca, master Caelet, on one of its three known Middle 
Passage voyages, out of Sao Tome with a cargo of 840 enslaved Africans, arrived at a port of Cuba.
A Portuguese slaver, the Josefina, master unknown, out of an unknown area of Africa with a cargo of 227 
enslaved Africans on one of its twelve-count-’em-twelve known Middle Passages, arrived at a port of Cuba.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Livramento, master J.A. Branco, out of Angola with a cargo of an 
unknown number of enslaved Africans on its one and only known Middle Passage, arrived at Pernambuco.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Julia, master unknown, on its one and only known Middle Passage, 
sailing out of Ouidah with a cargo of 273 enslaved Africans, arrived at the port of Sao Sebastiao, Brazil.

1908. SENATE DOCUMENT, 29th Congress 1st session, VIII. No. 377, page 201.
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 February: William Whipper commented that “The national prejudice [antimelanism] has so complexionally 
separated the interests of the people of this nation that when those of opposite complexions meet each other, 
it is for the most part under a mask, like courtiers, so that it is next to impossible, generally speaking, to divine 
their real meaning and intent.” Whipper, himself half black and an abolitionist, was speaking here not of the 
generality of this nation’s citizenry but of his fellow black and white abolitionists.

A negrero flying the Portuguese flag, the Isabel, master unknown, out of Angola with a cargo of 779 enslaved 
Africans on its one and only known Middle Passage, arrived at the port of Paranagua, Brazil.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Lavandeira, master unknown, out of an unknown area of Africa with 
a cargo of 229 enslaved Africans on its second of two known Middle Passages, arrived at a port of Cuba.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Ligera, master Souza, out of Onim with a cargo of an unknown number 
enslaved Africans on one of its eight known Middle Passage voyages, arrived at a port of Cuba.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Felicidade, master unknown, out of an unknown area of Africa with a 
cargo of 447 enslaved Africans on one of its nine known Middle Passage voyages, arrived at a port of Cuba.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Duque de Victoria, master unknown, out of Angola with a cargo of 427 
enslaved Africans on its first of two known Middle Passages, arrived at the port of Ilha Grande, Brazil.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Eliza, master unknown, out of an unknown area of Africa with a cargo 
of 116 enslaved Africans on one of its seven known Middle Passage voyages, arrived at a port of Cuba.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Maria Carolta, master unknown, out of Angola with a cargo of 612 
enslaved Africans on its second of two known Middle Passages, arrived at the port of Ilha Grande, Brazil.
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A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Esperanca, master unknown, out of Mocambique with a cargo of 730 
enslaved Africans on one of its ten-count-’em-ten known such voyages, arrived at Ilha Grande, Brazil.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Aventureiro, master unknown, out of Mocambique with a cargo of 683 
enslaved Africans on one of its three known Middle Passage voyages, arrived at the port of Macae, Brazil.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Dom Manoel de Portugal, master unknown, out of Quelimane with a 
cargo of 714 enslaved Africans on its second of two known Middle Passages, arrived at Campos, Brazil.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Maria Rita, master J.P. Silva, out of Ambriz with a cargo of an 
unknown number enslaved Africans on its first of two known such Passages, arrived at Pernambuco, Brazil.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Mercantile, master unknown, out of an unknown area of Africa with 
a cargo of 296 enslaved Africans on its second of two known Middle Passages, arrived at a port of Cuba.

 February 5, Tuesday: When the US Senate received a proposal that it change the rules in regard to the slave-
trade, it referred the matter to its Committee on Commerce, and as you might imagine, nothing much 
happened.

“Mr. Strange, on leave, and in pursuance of notice given,
introduced a bill to amend an act entitled an act to prohibit
the importation of slaves into any port in the jurisdiction of
the United States; which was read twice, and referred to the
Committee on Commerce.” March 1, the Committee was discharged
from further consideration of the bill. CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 25th
Congress, 3d session, page 172; SENATE JOURNAL, 25th Congress, 3d
session, pages 200, 313.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: In reviewing efforts toward the
suppression of the slave-trade from 1820 to 1850, it must be
remembered that nearly every cabinet had a strong, if not a
predominating, Southern element, and that consequently the
efforts of the executive were powerfully influenced by the
changing attitude of the South. Naturally, under such
circumstances, the government displayed little activity and no
enthusiasm in the work. In 1824 a single vessel of the Gulf
squadron was occasionally sent to the African coast to return
by the route usually followed by the slavers; no wonder that
“none of these or any other of our public ships have found
vessels engaged in the slave trade under the flag of the United
States, ... although it is known that the trade still exists to
a most lamentable extent.”1909 Indeed, all that an American
slaver need do was to run up a Spanish or a Portuguese flag, to
be absolutely secure from all attack or inquiry on the part of
United States vessels. Even this desultory method of suppression
was not regular: in 1826 “no vessel has been despatched to the
coast of Africa for several months,”1910 and from that time until
1839 this country probably had no slave-trade police upon the
seas, except in the Gulf of Mexico. In 1839 increasing
violations led to the sending of two fast-sailing vessels to the
African coast, and these were kept there more or less
regularly;1911 but even after the signing of the treaty of 1842

1909. REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY, 1824.
1910. REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY, 1826.
1911. REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY., 1839.
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the Secretary of the Navy reports: “On the coast of Africa we
have no squadron. The small appropriation of the present year
was believed to be scarcely sufficient.”1912 Between 1843 and
1850 the coast squadron varied from two to six vessels, with
from thirty to ninety-eight guns;1913 “but the force habitually
and actively engaged in cruizing on the ground frequented by
slavers has probably been less by one-fourth, if we consider the
size of the ships employed and their withdrawal for purposes of
recreation and health, and the movement of the reliefs, whose
arrival does not correspond exactly with the departure of the
vessels whose term of service has expired.”1914 The reports of
the navy show that in only four of the eight years mentioned was
the fleet, at the time of report, at the stipulated size of
eighty guns; and at times it was much below this, even as late
as 1848, when only two vessels are reported on duty along the
African coast.1915 As the commanders themselves acknowledged,
the squadron was too small and the cruising-ground too large to
make joint cruising effective.1916

The same story comes from the Brazil station: “Nothing effectual
can be done towards stopping the slave trade, as our squadron
is at present organized,” wrote the consul at Rio Janeiro in
1847; “when it is considered that the Brazil station extends
from north of the equator to Cape Horn on this continent, and
includes a great part of Africa south of the equator, on both
sides of the Cape of Good Hope, it must be admitted that one
frigate and one brig is a very insufficient force to protect
American commerce, and repress the participation in the slave
trade by our own vessels.”1917 In the Gulf of Mexico cruisers
were stationed most of the time, although even here there were
at times urgent representations that the scarcity or the absence
of such vessels gave the illicit trade great license.1918

Owing to this general negligence of the government, and also to
its anxiety on the subject of the theoretic Right of Search,
many officials were kept in a state of chronic deception in
regard to the trade. The enthusiasm of commanders was dampened
by the lack of latitude allowed and by the repeated insistence
in their orders on the non-existence of a Right of Search.1919

When one commander, realizing that he could not cover the

1912. REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY, 1842.
1913. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1857-8, page 1250.
1914. Lord Napier to Secretary of State Cass, December 24, 1857: BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1857-8, page 1249.
1915. PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1847-8, Volume LXIV. No. 133, PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE SUPPRESSION OF THE SLAVE TRADE 
ON THE COAST OF AFRICA, page 2.
1916. Report of Perry: SENATE DOCUMENTS, 28th Congress, 2d session, IX. No. 150, page 118.
1917. Consul Park at Rio Janeiro to Secretary Buchanan, Aug. 20, 1847: HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENTS, 30th Congress, 2d 
session, VII. No. 61, page 7.
1918. Suppose “an American vessel employed to take in negroes at some point on this coast. There is no American man-of-war here 
to obtain intelligence. What risk does she run of being searched? But suppose that there is a man-of-war in port. What is to secure 
the master of the merchantman against her [the man-of-war’s commander’s knowing all about his [the merchant-man’s] intention, 
or suspecting it in time to be upon him [the merchant-man] before he shall have run a league on his way to Texas?” Consul Trist to 
Commander Spence: HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 27th Congress, 1st session, No. 34, page 41.]
1919. A typical set of instructions was on the following plan: 1. You are charged with the protection of legitimate commerce. 2. 
While the United States wishes to suppress the slave-trade, she will not admit a Right of Search by foreign vessels. 3. You are to 
arrest slavers. 4. You are to allow in no case an exercise of the Right of Search or any great interruption of legitimate commerce. — 
To Commodore Perry, March 30, 1843: HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENTS, 35th Congress, 2d session, IX. No. 104.
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trading-track with his fleet, requested English commanders to
detain suspicious American vessels until one of his vessels came
up, the government annulled the agreement as soon as it reached
their ears, rebuked him, and the matter was alluded to in
Congress long after with horror.1920 According to the orders of
cruisers, only slavers with slaves actually on board could be
seized. Consequently, fully equipped slavers would sail past the
American fleet, deliberately make all preparations for shipping
a cargo, then, when the English were not near, “sell” the ship
to a Spaniard, hoist the Spanish flag, and again sail gayly past
the American fleet with a cargo of slaves. An English commander
reported: “The officers of the United States’ navy are extremely
active and zealous in the cause, and no fault can be attributed
to them, but it is greatly to be lamented that this blemish
should in so great a degree nullify our endeavours.”1921

 February 25, Monday: Representative John Quincy Adams proposed a constitutional amendment abolishing 
hereditary enslavement in the United States, prohibiting admission of new slave states, and abolishing slavery 
and the slave trade in the District of Columbia.

1920. HOUSE REPORTS, 27th Congress, 3d session, III. No. 283, pages 765-8. Cf. Benton’s speeches on the treaty of 1842.
1921. Report of Hotham to Admiralty, April 7, 1847: PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1847-8, Volume LXIV. No. 133, PAPERS RELATIVE 
TO THE SUPPRESSION OF THE SLAVE TRADE ON THE COAST OF AFRICA, page 13.
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 March: The final group of the Cherokee Nation, headed by John Ross, reached Oklahoma. More than 3,000 
Cherokee had died on this “Trail of Tears,” 1,600 of them while in the concentration camps at the point of 
origin and about the same number en route. In the Oklahoma Territory during 1839, some 800 more would die.

The white Americans had succeeded in disposing of a bunch of nonwhite people they considered to be useless. 
–Now, for the nonwhite people whom the white Americans considered to be useful, well, what a surprise, 
during this month affairs had been being transacted quite a bit differently:

A negrero flying the Portuguese flag, the Constitucion, master J. Rodriguez, out of an unknown area of Africa 
with a cargo of 213 enslaved Africans on its 2nd of two known Middle Passages, arrived at a port of Cuba.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Dois de Fevereiro, master unknown, out of Angola with a cargo of 
414 enslaved Africans on one of its three known Middle Passage voyages, arrived at a port in Brazil.
I have two different accounts of a slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Dois Irmaos, master unknown, on one 
of its three or four known Middle Passage voyages, having sailed out of according to one account Cabinda 
with a cargo of 580 enslaved Africans, arrived during this month at the port of Ilha Grande, Brazil, and, 
according to the other account, having sailed out of Angola with a cargo of 195, arrived during this month at 
Rio De Janeiro. Could this vessel have stopped off first at Ilha Grande and then gone on to Rio De Janeiro to 

TRAIL OF TEARS
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dispose of the remainder of its human cargo?
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Liberal, master A. Sanchez, out of an unknown area of Africa with a 
cargo of 257 enslaved Africans on one of its four known Middle Passage voyages, arrived at a port of Cuba.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Libertad, master unknown, on its one and only known Middle Passage, 
arrived at its destination, Cuba.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Bom Jesus, master unknown, delivering a cargo of 300 enslaved 
Africans on its one and only known Middle Passage, arrived at the port of Mangratiba, Brazil.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Augerona, master unknown, out of Angola with a cargo of 
298 enslaved Africans on its one and only known Middle Passage, arrived at Rio, Brazil.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Carolina, master unknown, had started out of Quelimane on one of its 
five known Middle Passage voyages with a cargo of 744 enslaved Africans but during this month was 
delivering only 698 at the port of Paranagua, Brazil — as 46 had died in transit.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Doze de Outubro, master unknown, out of Angola with a cargo of 
403 enslaved Africans on one of its five known Middle Passage voyages, arrived at Rio De Janeiro, Brazil.
A Portuguese slaver, the Josefina, master A. Joze, out of an unknown area of Africa with a cargo of 235 
enslaved Africans on one of its twelve-count-’em-twelve known such Passages, arrived in Cuban waters.

 April: Early in the month, on the River Gallindas of the Sierra Leone coast of Africa, the Havana trading house 
of Don Pedro Martínez prepared human cargo for the negrero (slave ship) Tecora, and the long Middle Passage 
to Cuba. Among the captives in this shipment was Joseph Cinqué, age 25, 5 feet 8 inches, a Mende who had 
been a rice-grower. The passage of the Tecora across the Atlantic would require two months and more than 
one out of three would fail to survive the crossing.

The following description of conditions aboard the negrero during the Middle Passage would be given by 
Gilabaru and, as passed on by James Covey for the benefit of reporters, would eventually be published in the 
New-York Journal of Commerce:

On board the vessel there was a large number of men, but
the women and children were by far the most numerous.
They were fastened together by couples by the wrists and
legs and kept in that situation day and night. By day
it was no better. The space between the decks was so
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small -according to their account not exceeding four
feet- that they were obliged, if they attempted to
stand, to keep a crouching posture. The decks, fore and
aft, were crowded to overflowing. They suffered
terribly. They had rice enough to eat but they had very
little to drink. If they left any of the rice that was
given to them uneaten, either from sickness or any other
cause, they were whipped. It was a common thing for them
to be forced to eat so much as to vomit. Many of the
men, women and children died on the passage.
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Arriving during this month in the New World at the completion of their arduous middle passages were a known 
total of nine such slavers, all of Portuguese registry:  the Emilia, master unknown, on its one and only known 
Middle Passage, out of Angola with a cargo of 650 enslaved Africans, was arriving at the port of Campos, 
Brazil; the Ganges, master J.R. Costa, on its second of two known Middle Passages, out of Quelimane with a 
cargo of 419 enslaved Africans, was arriving at Rio de Janeiro, Brazil; the Jehovah, master unknown, on one 
of its three known Middle Passage voyages, out of Angola with a cargo of 504 enslaved Africans, was arriving 
at the port of Macae, Brazil; the Josefina, master unknown, on one of its twelve-count-’em-twelve known 
Middle Passage voyages, out of Benguela with a cargo of 294 enslaved Africans, was arriving at Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil; the Carolina, master unknown, on one of its five known Middle Passage voyages, out of an 
unknown area of Africa with a cargo of 214 enslaved Africans, was arriving at Rio De Janeiro, Brazil; the 
Congresso, master unknown, on its one and only known Middle Passage, sailing out of Benguela with a cargo 
of 314 enslaved Africans, was arriving at Rio De Janeiro, Brazil; the Amizade Constante, master unknown, on 
its one and only known Middle Passage, out of Quelimane with a cargo of 400 enslaved Africans, was arriving 
at the port of Ilha Grande, Brazil; the Deligencia, master unknown, on one of its four known Middle Passage 
voyages, out of Angola with a cargo of 389 enslaved Africans, was arriving at a port in Brazil; and the Leal, 
master F.J. Ribeiro, on its one and only known Middle Passage, with a cargo of 364 enslaved Africans, was 
arriving at Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. The devil was getting his due.

WHAT I’M WRITING IS TRUE BUT NEVER MIND

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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 April 9, Tuesday: Robert Schumann arrived in Zwickau from Vienna. His brother Eduard had died 3 days 
earlier. Clara Wieck wrote to Robert from Paris that her friend Emilie List has informed on her to her father, 
who was threatening to disinherit her and begin a lawsuit unless they broke off their relationship.

The Susan, suspected by the British of being a negrero, was boarded (HOUSE DOCUMENT, 26th Congress, 2d 
session V, No. 115, pages 34-41).1922

 May: The Western Cherokee invited the new arrivals from the east to meet to establish a united Cherokee 
Nation government.

Meanwhile, the American system was bringing in fresh recruits:

A negrero flying the Portuguese flag, the Jupiter, master unknown, out of Cabinda with a cargo of 390 
enslaved Africans on one of its five known Middle Passage voyages, arrived at Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Ligera, master Sales, out of an unknown area of Africa with a cargo 
of 233 enslaved Africans on one of its eight known Middle Passage voyages, arrived at a port of Cuba.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Macsismo, master Silva, sailing out of Mocambique with a cargo of 
360 enslaved Africans on its one and only known Middle Passage, arrived at a port of Cuba.
A Portuguese slaver, the Cospe-Fogo, master A.S.D. Almedia, out of an unknown area of Africa with a cargo 
of an unknown number of enslaved Africans on its first of two known such voyages, arrived at Pernambuco.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Constancia, master unknown, out of Quelimane with a cargo of 
617 enslaved Africans on one of its three known Middle Passage voyages, arrived at Campos, Brazil.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Bellona, master unknown, out of the Congo River with a cargo of 
357 enslaved Africans on one of its three known Middle Passage voyages, arrived at Rio De Janeiro, Brazil.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Bom Sucesso, master C. J. Oliveira, out of Angola with a cargo of an 
unknown number of enslaved Africans on its one and only known Middle Passage, arrived at Pernambuco.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Adamster, master unknown, out of Quelimane with a cargo of 
574 enslaved Africans on one of its three known Middle Passage voyages, arrived at the port of Baia Sepetiba.
A Portuguese slaver, the Doze de Janeiro, master J.F. Dias, out of Angola with a cargo of an unknown number 
of enslaved Africans on its one and only known Middle Passage, arrived at Pernambuco, Brazil.

1922. Well, would you care to hazard a guess whether the Brits had been correct in their surmise?
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 June: A total of six slavers, all flying the Portuguese flag, have been registered as arriving in the New World 
during this month. We immediately note that the negrero Tecora, the ship that was carrying Joseph Cinqué, is 
not on this official list of six arrivals. That is because the Middle Passage voyage which brought him was an 
under-the-table deal. How many such under-the-table deals were there? –How typical was that? –
How woefully unreliable and incomplete are the statistics we are able now to accumulate?

We can know now about the Josefina, master A. Rodriguez, on one of its twelve-count-’em-twelve known 
Middle Passage voyages, out of Sao Tome with a cargo of 240 enslaved Africans, arriving at a port of Cuba.

We can know now about the Esperanca, master unknown, on one of its ten-count-’em-ten known Middle 
Passage voyages, out of Cabinda with a cargo of 370 enslaved Africans, arriving at Campos, Brazil. We can 
know now about the Amalia, master unknown, on one of its five known Middle Passage voyages, out of 
Mocambique, arriving at the port of Cananeia, Brazil. We can know now about the Astrea, master Sabino, on 
its one and only known Middle Passage, out of Sao Tome with a cargo of 440 enslaved Africans, arriving at a 
port of Cuba. We can know now about the Commodore, master unknown, on its second of two known Middle 
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 AMISTAD
Passages, out of Mocambique with a cargo of 700 enslaved Africans, arriving at Rio De Janeiro, Brazil. We 
can know now about the Dois Amigos, master J. da Silva, on one of its three known Middle Passage voyages, 
out of Sao Tome with a cargo of 413 enslaved Africans, arriving at a port of Cuba. About the balance we can 
at best only speculate.

His illegal transportation from Africa to Cuba having been completed by offloading of captives on a secluded 
beach at night, Cinque was at this point just another American slave. There was no longer any need to hide 
him from the law, as the law, which legitimated slavery while outlawing international trade in slaves, was now 
on the side of his “owners.” He was in one of two “barracoons” in Havana, Cuba, either in the one with a 
maximum capacity of 1,000 souls, or the one with a maximum capacity of 1,500 souls.

“HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE” BEING A VIEW FROM A PARTICULAR 
POINT IN TIME (JUST AS THE PERSPECTIVE IN A PAINTING IS A VIEW 

FROM A PARTICULAR POINT IN SPACE), TO “LOOK AT THE COURSE OF 
HISTORY MORE GENERALLY” WOULD BE TO SACRIFICE PERSPECTIVE 
ALTOGETHER. THIS IS FANTASY-LAND, YOU’RE FOOLING YOURSELF. 

LA
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Explanation: A "barracoon" was a concentration camp for newly arrived slave cargo, at which the people would be fattened up and polished for the auction block.
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THERE CANNOT BE ANY SUCH THINGIE, AS SUCH A PERSPECTIVE.

 Late in June: Don José Ruiz and Don Pedro Montes purchased 49 adult males at $450 each, including Joseph 
Cinqué, in the slave barracoons of Havana for transport to the plantations of Puerto Princípe, on the northwest 
coast of the same island at about 2 days’ sailing distance. They also purchased 3 little girls and a little boy.

 June 22, Saturday: At the age of 12 John Rollin Ridge (Chee-squa-ta-law-ny, “Yellow Bird”) witnessed his 
father John Ridge (Skah-tle-loh-skee, “Yellow Bird”) being stabbed to death in their family home on Honey 
Creek, by a group of 25 tribal political opponents, adherents of the Cherokee leader John Ross (Koo-wi-s-gu-
wi, “Mysterious Little White Bird”). He and his mother Sarah Bird Northrup would flee to Fayettesville, 
Arkansas, where he would receive his initial two years of schooling from Sophia Sawyer.

There had been arguments over finances, and as of this day (or perhaps the following day) the Reverend 
Lemuel Capen resigned as the pastor for the Hawes Place Society of South Boston.

For the usual fee the Captain General of Cuba issued fraudulent transportation permits. In total Joseph Cinqué 
would have been in a slave barracoon of Havana for 10 days.

June 22, Saturday: That virtue we appreciate is as much ours as another’s. We see so much only as we
possess.

 June 22, Saturday: I have within the last few days come into contact with a pure uncompromising
spirit, that is somewhere wandering in the atmosphere, but settles not positively anywhere. Some persons carry
about them the air and conviction of virtue, though they themselves are unconscious of it — and are even
backward to appreciate it in others. Such it is impossible not to love — still is their loveliness, as it were,
independent of them, so that you seem not to lose it when they are absent, for when they are near it is like an
invisible presence which attends you.

Edmund Quincy Sewall, Jr. wrote in his diary (per the Sewall Family Papers at the American Antiquarian 
Society):
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The day we went away Saturday Grandma gave me 50 cts. & Mother 
25 to buy something for George. While I was in Concord I bought 
Ellen a white fan which cost 16 cts, and a lamp of white wax 
which cost four pence. The stage came at 6 ½ oclock. I forgot 
to say that We visited the monument it which is of Granite in 
the middle of the old road.1923 The space between it and the road 
is planted with trees. I saw the grave of 2 British soldiers 
marked by 2 rough stones. We had a pleasant ride. Aunt went with 
us. It was a rainy day. Mother and Aunt were set down at the 
Hospital and I went on to the stage office where they soon came 
for me. We had a good deal of shopping to do and we went into a 
good many stores. We went into a confectioners and mother bought 
me an ice cream. It was very good tasted but so cold that I could 
eat but little of it so mother bought me a cheese cake. We bought 
a horse & cart for George at a toy shop. When we had done 
shopping we went to Aunt Eliza’s and sent Joe off for a hackney 
coach to carry us to the steamboat. It came immediately and we 
got in. The boat soon started.
On board Mother paid me the 62 ½ cents which I gave for my hat. 
I bought me a piece of cake on board. We came home in the stage. 
The following is an account of my expenditures & receipts in 
this visit

Paid. Recd. Owned before 4.05 ¼

For E.’s Fan 16 cts 87 ½ 45 ¼

For ribbon 3 41 ¾ Now own 4.50 ½

For Wax 6 ¼ Gained 45 ¼1924

For “Cock Robin” 12 ½

For Cake. _4___

41 ¾

George was delighted with his horse & cart. Mr Morrison came in 
the evening on a visit.

 June 25, Tuesday: Edmund Quincy Sewall, Jr. wrote in his diary (per the Sewall Family Papers at the 
American Antiquarian Society):

Tuesday 25th In the evening we I had a delightful sail on the 
harbor. It was about half past eight when we got under weigh. 
It was a beautiful moonlight night and the water was smooth as 
glass. Arrived at the wharf Dr. Thomas asked John Hawthorn who 
was in a boat to carry us to colonel Young’s boat which he did. 
We then hoisted our sails (Captain Henry Vinal went with us to 
navigate the boat) & Dr. T. steered. Mr. Morrison sat or stood 
in the bow, & I was variable. There was very little wind indeed 
& we went very slowly ^most of the way^ across the harbor. We 
went about a mile & then came back. We managed to keep in a 
breeze most of the way and went pretty fast. Sometimes the Breeze 

1923. The monument to the Concord Fight of April 19, 1775 was dedicated in 1837.
1924. Edmund seems to have made a mathematical error here.
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would be but 4 or 3 rods as we could see by the look of the 
water. It looked dark where there was wind. We came up to the 
wharf ahead of the Ontario & fastened the boat. By the by I asked 
the Dr. T. what such a schooner as the Ontario (she is a large 
topsail schooner) was worth – he said about 5000 dollars. In 
going out we hailed a schooner – “What schooner’s that”? “What” 
Capt. Vinal repeated the question. “The Pyretis” which Dr. 
Thomas said had just arrived from the South. All this I forgot 
to say when I described the former part of our voyage. We went 
down & back railroad fashion.

 June 26, Wednesday: Edmund Quincy Sewall, Jr. wrote in his diary (per the Sewall Family Papers at the 
American Antiquarian Society):

Wednesday 26th. I was unexpectedly invited to a sail with Mr. 
M. & Dr. Thomas by the latter. We went out between 1 & 2. The 
provisions were a bottle marked Alcohol (filled with water) a 
bottle of cider and half a dozen crackers. We had to beat going 
out of the harbor. We sailed about a great while till we wanted 
to fish. We then asked leave of a boat to make fast to it as we 
had no anchor. They gave permission but it took us so long to 
furl our sails that we drifted out of the way of it and made 
fast to another. We had not got our jib down as we did not know 
how to furl it so the man whose name was Goodwin furled it for 
us. He gave us a little bait for our hooks. We caught together 
12 or 15 fish. I caught 1. We could see the fish in the water 
sometimes. Sometimes they would [illegible word blotted out] 
come and put their nose to my hook and then go away again. When 
we left we picked out 9 for me to carry home and gave the rest 
to Capt. Goodwin. When we left there were many boats round the 
place and vessels were coming in from all quarters towards it. 
I counted between 20 and 30 fishing schooners in sight. They 
throw ground mackerel overboard to raise the fish from the 
bottom and then throw their lines overboard and hook the fish. 
Sometimes they have two or three hooks on one line and I saw two 
fish hauled up this way at once.
I saw several of my quondam schoolmates out fishing. Joseph 
Colman, John Hawthorn and John Jones and Thomas Curtis. Upon the 
whole I think this was as pleasant a day as I ever passed. I had 
not the least symptom of sea-sickness nor did I feel afraid at 
all though Dr. Thomas had never before sailed a boat. We beat 
into the harbor the wind having changed and reached home between 
3 & 4.

 June 27, Thursday: Edmund Quincy Sewall, Jr. wrote in his diary (per the Sewall Family Papers at the 
American Antiquarian Society):

Thursday June 27th 1839. We had two fresh mackerel for breakfast 
& three for dinner which we caught ourselves as related in the 
preceding volume. They were very good though rather lean.
We had Mr & Mrs. May do.do. Bates do.do. Simmons to tea. In the 
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afternoon I hoed potatoes. In the evening I went with Mr Morrison 
and Ellen to a meeting on Normal Schools. We went in Mr May’s 
carry-all with Mr & Mrs. May. Mr May was one of the speakers.

 June 28, Friday: A Paris court fined Nicolò Paganini 20,000 francs plus interest and costs for the failure of his 
“Casino Paganini,” and threatened arrest for debt and imprisonment for ten years if he failed to fulfil the claims 
made against the project. He appealed and, losing the appeal, would be obliged to pay 50,000 francs rather 
than 20,000.

That evening Don José Ruiz and Don Pedro Montez took their coffle of purchased slaves from the Havana 
barracoon to their coastal vessel, La Amistad.1925 By 8PM the vessel was loaded and at midnight it slipped out 
to sea, with the slaves in the hold with iron collars on their necks. (Those collars would shortly be removed 
from all but Joseph Cinqué — because he had been threatening to attempt an escape.)

Edmund Quincy Sewall, Jr. wrote in his diary (per the Sewall Family Papers at the American Antiquarian 
Society):

1925. This vessel had originated in a shipyard of Baltimore as the Friendship. I wonder whether, with such a name, it had been 
constructed by a Quaker shipbuilder. (Note that the US National Park Service, with the support of the Salem Partnership, is currently 
building a full size reproduction of a Salem merchant vessel that had been named Friendship, but this Salem merchant vessel was 
not the same as this Friendship of which we here speak, which had been constructed in a Baltimore shipyard and which eventually 
became the Spanish Cuban coastal vessel La Amistad of the Amistad mutiny. This Salem square-rigged, 342-ton three-master had 
been begun in 1796 in the Stage Point yard of Enos Briggs and was registered in 1797 by its owners Jerathmiel Peirce and Aaron 
Waite. It was 104 feet long and 27 feet wide and the depth of the hold was 13 feet, 9 inches, which is just enormously larger than 
the La Amistad. The Salem merchant vessel made at least 15 voyages to places such as China, Java, Sumatra, Madras, London, 
Hamburg, Archangel, and St. Petersburg before it was captured by the British during the War of 1812. The Friendship II now being 
constructed is to be permanently berthed at Derby Wharf at the Salem Maritime National Historic Site.)

THE MIDDLE PASSAGE
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Friday 28th. It was a rainy day.

 June 29, Saturday: Edmund Quincy Sewall, Jr. wrote in his diary (per the Sewall Family Papers at the 
American Antiquarian Society):

Saturday 29th. Mr Morrison went away. Mr Edmund Whitman came 
early in the afternoon and took dinner and tea with us. He 
brought a Mr Osgood with him. Ellen went away at 1 ½ o’clock in 
the afternoon with Mr H. Bowers & Miss M. Bowers to Hingham.

 June 29, Saturday or 30, Sunday: Edmund Quincy Sewall, Jr. wrote in his diary (per the Sewall Family Papers 
at the American Antiquarian Society):

Sunday 29. 30th. Mr Farley preached in the morning from the 1st 
Epistle of John, 4th 7th. “Brethren let us love one another for 
love is of God.” In the afternoon a child was christened. Father 
made some of the prayers and read some of the hymns and Mr F. 
performed the rest of the exercises. Mr George Leonard came over 
to preach for father in the afternoon so he but finding Mr F. 
he sat in the pew.

Aboard La Amistad, still in his slave collar, Joseph Cinqué found a nail and hid it in his armpit.

Robert Bartlett wrote his sister Rebecca Bartlett, just prior to his being elected as a tutor at Harvard College at 
a salary of $700:

You must tell father and mother that I have an English oration
to deliver next Commencement, at the end of the vacation, and
it is important that I should do the best I possibly can. I have
been working on it, but I cannot finish it here this term. I
must have time for stillness and study in the vacation. They
must consent to my stopping here for a fortnight or so. It is a
hard sacrifice for me, as hard as it is for all of you, but I
know it is for the best. I must be here among my books and books
not mine, which it is impossible for me to obtain in Plymouth.
Here, too, I can occasionally in vacation go into the college
library. If father and mother feel how important it is that I
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should do well, I am sure they will be willing. They must write
me about it. The term ends July 19, which is Friday. I shall
want to stay her until about Monday, August 5, perhaps a little
time after that. If you can leave to go to Westbrook about that
time, I shall be exceedingly glad to go with you. I think it
will be better for me on several accounts not to be in Plymouth
any considerable time next vacation. I do not want my mind
disturbed and bothered by being there with E.W.C. [Elizabeth
Crowell White] until after my oration is over.

NEVER READ AHEAD! TO APPRECIATE THE NIGHT OF JUNE 29TH/ 
30TH, 1839 AT ALL ONE MUST APPRECIATE IT AS A TODAY (THE 

FOLLOWING DAY, TOMORROW, IS BUT A PORTION OF THE UNREALIZED 
FUTURE AND IFFY AT BEST).
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 July: Henry Bibb was ready to try again to retrieve his wife and daughter from slavery. He took the steamboat 
across the river from Cincinnati into Kentucky and made his way to the place where his mother was enslaved. 
There, however, he made the mistake of placing trust in one of his mother’s slave friends, and was betrayed 
when this slave was offered $5 by the slavemaster. This time not only he, but also his wife and child, would 
be sold South in chains as incorrigibles.

A Portuguese negrero, the Magadalena, master Morillo, out of Sao Tome with a cargo of an unknown number 
of enslaved Africans on its second of two known Middle Passage voyages, arrived in Cuban waters.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Florinda de Africa, master unknown, out of Benguela with a cargo of 
324 enslaved Africans on its second of two known Middle Passages, arrived at the port of Paranagua, Brazil.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Fortuna, master Barbosa, out of an unknown area of Africa with a 
cargo of 350 enslaved Africans on one of its five known Middle Passage voyages, arrived at a port of Cuba.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Dois D’Abril, master unknown, out of the Congo River with a cargo 

A ship manifest of black Americans being “sold south”
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of 339 enslaved Africans on one of its three known such Passages, arrived at the port of Ilha Grande, Brazil.
A slaver flying the Spanish flag (as shown below), the Caridad Cubana, master S. Fabrequez, out of Bissau 
with a cargo of 174 enslaved Africans on its one and only known Middle Passage, arrived at the port of 
Havana, Cuba.

In this general timeframe the negreros Dolphin (or Constitução), Hound, and Mary Cushing (or Sete de Avril), 
would be discovered to be protected in their activities by American as well as by Spanish flags and papers 
(HOUSE DOCUMENT, 26th Congress, 2d session V, No. 115, pages 28, 51-5, 109-10, 136, 234-8; HOUSE 
REPORTS, 27th Congress, 3d session, III, No. 283, pages 709-15).

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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 July 1, Monday night: Ottoman Sultan Mahmud II died in Constantinople and was succeeded by his son 
Abdulmejid I. Pursuant to the defeat at Nezib, the Ottoman fleet sailed to Egypt and surrendered to 
Mohammed Ali.

Having used the nail to pick the lock on the collar about his neck, and then having freed others, Joseph Cinqué 
and the other slaves below decks in La Amistad discovered boxes of sugar cane knives. The knives had square 
steel handles and blades that gradually widened to a thickness of 3 inches at the tip.

Edmund Quincy Sewall, Jr. wrote in his diary (per the Sewall Family Papers at the American Antiquarian 
Society):

Monday July 1st. I began to keep an account book. I swallowed a 
ninepence in the afternoon without hurting myself. I never heard 
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of it again.

“MAGISTERIAL HISTORY” IS FANTASIZING: HISTORY IS CHRONOLOGY

 July 2, Tuesday: In the Minnesota Territory, each Ojibwa band began to go home the same way it came. But 
it appears that the two bereaved sons of the Pillager band set up an ambush in tall grass near the south-eastern 
shore of Lake Harriet, by a path that ran on the east side of the lake and then on to a great body of timber, a 
wild pigeon grove, in what is now a rather posh district of Minneapolis (in our own era, the popular poet Robert 
Bly, for instance, would reside there –between expeditions to the primeval forest to beat his tom-tom in his 
male-sensitivity circles– before his Mrs. divorced him). They were going to get some revenge.

When Hku-pa Choki Mahzah “Middle Iron Wing,” also known as “The Badger,” went pigeon hunting before 
dawn, he walked right into the ambush set up by the two Pillagers and didn’t have a chance.

After this act of revenge the Pillager warriors would attempt to hide out at the Minnehaha Falls. The Lakota 
who found and killed them there later said the two had hidden on the ledge behind the Minnehaha falls “as if 
they were behind a big white blanket.”

Edmund Quincy Sewall, Jr. wrote in his diary (per the Sewall Family Papers at the American Antiquarian 
Society):

Tuesday 2d. In the morning Mr Davis Litchfield came and white 
washed the ceiling of our parlor twice. He gave us the white 
wash which remained. I received a letter from Aunt Prudence. I 
began to study “Smith’s Geography” and got my first lesson in 
it.1926 I began with Europe.

1926. Roswell C. Smith, GEOGRAPHY ON THE PRODUCTIVE SYSTEM: FOR SCHOOLS, ACADEMIES, AND FAMILIES (Philadelphia: W. 
Marshall, 1835).
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 August: On St. Helena, the Girls School at Plantation was closed, and a new school opened at Hutts Gate.

A negrero flying the Portuguese flag, the Amable Salome, master A. Sanchez, on its one and only known 
Middle Passage, arrived at its destination, Cuba.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Casualidad, master Flores J., on its one and only known Middle 
Passage, delivered a cargo of 489 enslaved Africans, arrived at the port of Guanimar, Cuba.
A slaver flying the Spanish flag (as shown below), the Felicidade, master Freitas, on its one and only known 
Middle Passage, out of Sao Tome, arrived at a port of Cuba.

THE MIDDLE PASSAGE
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 August 25, Sunday: Fearful of the Chinese, the last of 57 British families abandoned Macao for Victoria 
Island (Hong Kong, Cantonese hèung-gáwng, fragrant harbor).

The La Amistad blacks wandered from one isolated home to another, on the shore of Culloden Point, 
attempting to use the few gold doubloons they had discovered on their ship to purchase water and supplies for 
their journey back to Africa.

(While on this provisioning expedition, at least according to the Spielberg movie, they perhaps caught sight 
on Long Island of a Draisienne, an early bicycle prototype — and so it needs to be mentioned that although 
such a sighting would have been possible, in fact in this Year of our Lord 1839, the design of the ordinary 
pedaled bicycle we know and love was already in the process of being refined.)

As they had been  sailing along the eastern coast of the continent, several pilot boats had already run across 
La Amistad and the Columbian Centinel had already printed a report by Captain Seaman of the pilot boat 
Gratitude:

She spoke the long, low, black schooner twenty-five
miles East of Fire Island and about eighteen miles from
the land, standing E.N.E. The Gratitude ran within a few
yards of her with the intention of putting a pilot
aboard. Two or three of the blacks, who appeared to be
the ringleaders and kept the others in awe, made signs
to the pilot not to come. One had a pistol in one hand
and a cutlass in the other, which he flourished over his
head to keep the others down. These appeared to be very
anxious to receive a pilot and when the eye of the
fellow who had the pistol was aft of them, they would
beckon the pilot to come aboard. The schooner held a
name on her stern which they took to be Almeda. She had
a small gilt eaglehead. The latest news from the
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suspicious vessel is that on Saturday at sunset she was

off the end of Long Island, Montauk Point, North by
East, twenty miles distant. She was standing east with
sail she was able to make.

THE FALLACY OF MOMENTISM: THIS STARRY UNIVERSE DOES NOT 
CONSIST OF A SEQUENCE OF MOMENTS. THAT IS A FIGMENT, ONE WE 

HAVE RECOURSE TO IN ORDER TO PRIVILEGE TIME OVER CHANGE, 
A PRIVILEGING THAT MAKES CHANGE SEEM UNREAL, DERIVATIVE, A 

MERE APPEARANCE. IN FACT IT IS CHANGE AND ONLY CHANGE WHICH 
WE EXPERIENCE AS REALITY, TIME BEING BY WAY OF RADICAL 

CONTRAST UNEXPERIENCED — A MERE INTELLECTUAL CONSTRUCT. 
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I have colorized this 19th-Century drawing in order to draw out by contrast the condition of the ropes and sails. You can see that this drawing was intended to depict a ship in a delapidated condition.
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THERE EXISTS NO SUCH THING AS A MOMENT. NO “INSTANT” HAS 
EVER FOR AN INSTANT EXISTED.

 August 26, Monday: Lieutenant Gedney of the brig USS Washington seized the La Amistad and its 53 
Negroes and headed for Connecticut, where, unlike in New York State, slavery was legal. –In Connecticut they 
would be able to sell these blacks they had captured! (So what did you suppose this was about?) The following 
appeared in the New London Gazette:

While this vessel was sounding this day between
Gardner’s and Montauk Points, a schooner was seen lying
in shore off Culloden Point, under circumstances so
suspicious as to authorize Lt. Com. Gedney to stand in
to see what was her character — seeing a number of
people on the beach with carts and horses, and a boat
passing to and fro a boat was armed and dispached [sic]
with an officer to board her. On coming along side a
number of negroes were discovered on her deck, and
twenty or thirty more were on the beach — two white men
came forward and claimed the protection of the officer.
The schooner proved to be the “Amistad,” Capt.
Ramonflues, from the Havana bound to Guanaja, Port
Principe, with 54 blacks and two passengers on board ;
the former, four nights after they were out, rose and
murdered the captain and three of the crew ; they then
took possession of the vessel with the intention of
returning to the coast of Africa. Pedro Montes,
passenger, and Jose Rues owner of the slaves and part
of the cargo, were only saved to navigate the vessel.
After boxing about for four days in the Bahama Channel
the vessel was steered for the Island of St. Andrews,
near New Providence ; from thence she went to Green Key,
where the blacks laid in a supply of water. After
leaving this place the vessel was steered by Pedro
Montes for New Providence, the negroes being under the
impression that she was steering for the coast of Africa
— they would not, however, permit her to enter the port
but anchored every night off the coast. The situation
of the two whites was all this time truly deplorable,
being treated with the greatest severity, and Pedro
Montes, who had charge of the navigation, was suffering
from two severe wounds, one in the head and one in the
arm, their lives threatened every instant. He was
ordered to change the course again for the coast of
Africa, the negroes themselves steering by the sun in
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the day time, while at night he would alter their course
so as to bring them back to their original place of
destination. — They remained three days off Long Island,
to the Eastward of Providence, after which time they
were two months on the ocean, sometimes steering to the
Eastward, and whenever an occasson [sic] would permit the
whites would alter the course to the Northward and
Westward, always in hopes of falling in with some vessel
of war, or being enabled to run into some port, when
they would be relieved from their horrid situation.
Several times they were boarded by vessels ; once by an
American schooner from Kingston. On these occasions the
whites were ordered below, while the negroes
communicated and traded with the vessel ; the schooner
from Kingston supplied them with a demijohn of water,
for the moderate sum of one doubloon — this schooner,
whose name was not ascertained, finding that the negroes
had plenty of money, remained lashed alongside the
“Amistad” for twenty-four hours, though they must have
been aware that all was not right on board, and probably
suspected the character of the vessel — that was on the
18th of the present month ; the vessel was steered to
the northward and westward, and on the 20th instant,
distant from N.Y. 25 miles, the pilot boat No. 3 came
alongside and gave the negroes some apples. She was also
hailed by No. 4 ; when the latter boat came near, the
negroes armed themselves and would not permit her to
board them ; they were so exasperated with the two
whites for bringing them so much out of their way that
they expected every moment to be murdered. On the 24th
they made Montauk Light and steered for it in the hope
of running the vessel ashore, but the tide drifted them
up the bay and they anchored where they were found by
the brig Washington, off Culloden point. The negroes
were found in communication with shore, where they laid
in a fresh supply of water, and were on the point of
sailing again for the coast of Africa. They had a god
supply of money with them, some of which it is likely
was taken by the people on the beach. — After they were
disarmed, and sent on board from the beach, the
ringleader jumped overboard with three hundred
doubloons about him, the property of the captain, all
of which he succeeded in loosing from his person and
then permitted himself to be captured. The schooner was
taken in tow by the brig and carried into New London.
TUESDAY, 12 o’clock, M. We have just returned from a
visit to the Washington and her prize, which are riding
at anchor in the bay, near the fort. On board the former
we saw and conversed with the two Spanish gentlemen who
were passengers on board the schooner, as well as owners
of the negroes and most of the cargo.

One of them, Jose Rues, is very gentlemanly and
intelligent young man, and speaks English fluently. He
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was the owner of most of the slaves and cargo, which he
was conveying to his estate on the Island of Cuba.

The other, Pedro Montes, is about fifty years of age,
and is the owner of three slaves. He was formerly a
ship-master, and has navigated the vessel since her
seizure by the blacks. Both of them, as may be naturally
supposed are most unfeignedly thankful for their
deliverance. Signor Pedro is the most striking instance
of complacency and unalloyed delight we ever have seen,
and it is not strange, since only yesterday his sentence
was pronounced by the chief of the buccaniers [sic], and
his death song chanted by the grim crew, who gathered
with uplifted sabres around his devoted head, which, as
well as his arms, bear the scars of several wounds
inflicted at the time of the murder of the ill-fated
captain and crew. He sat smoking his Havana on the deck,
and, to junge [sic] from the martyr-like serenity of his
countenance, his emotions are such as rarely stir the
heart of man. When Mr. Porter, the prize-master, assured
him of his safety, he threw his arms around his neck,
while gushing tears coursing down his furrowed cheek,
bespoke the overflowing transport of his soul Every now
and then he clasps his hands, and with uplifted eyes
gives thanks to “the Holy Virgin” who had led him out
of all his troubles. Senor Rues has given us two letters
for his agents. Messrs, Shelton, Brothers & Co., of
Boston, and Peter A. Harmony & Co., of New York. It
appears that the slaves, the greater portion of whom
were his, were very much attached to him, and had
determined, after reaching the coast of Africa, to allow
him to seek his home what way he could, while his poor
companion was to be sacrificed. On board the brig we
also saw Cingues, the master-spirit and hero of this
bloody tragedy, in irons. He is about five feet eight
inches in height, 25 or 26 years of age, of erect
figure, well built, and very active. He is said to be a
match for any two men on board the schooner. His
countenance, for a native African, is unusually
intelligent, evincing uncommon decision and coolness,
with a composure characteristic of true courage and
nothing to mark him as a malicious man. He is a negro
who would command, in New Orleans, under the hammer, at
least $1,500. He is said to have killed the captain and
crew with his own hand, by cutting their throats. He
also has several times attempted to take the life of
Senor Montes, and the backs of several poor negroes are
scored with the scars of blows inflicted by his lash to
keep them in submission. He expects to be executed, but
nevertheless manifests a sang froid worthy of a Sto[ne]
under similar circumstances. With Capt. Gedney, the
surgeon of the port, and others, we visited the
schooner, which is anchored within musket shot of the
Washington, and there we saw such a sight as we never
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saw before, and never wish to see again. The bottom and
sides of this vessel are covered with barnacles and sea-
grass, while her rigging and sales [sic] present a scene
worthy of the Flying Dutchman, after her fabled cruise.
She is a Baltimore built vessel of matchless model for
speed, about 120 tons burthen and about six years old.
On her deck were grouped, amid various goods and arms,
the remnant of her Ethiop crew, some decked in the most
fantastic manner in the silks and finery pilfered from
the cargo while others, in a state of nudity, emaciated
to mere skeletons, lay coiled upon the decks. Here could
be seen a negro with white pantaloons and the sable
shirt which nature gave him, and a planter’s broad-
brimmed hat upon his head, with a string of gewgaws
around his neck ; and another with a linen cambric
shirt, whose bosom was worked by the hand of some dark-
eyed daughter of Spain, while his nether proportions
were enveloped in a shawl of gauze and Canton crape.
Around the windlass were gathered the three little
girls, from eight to thirteen years of age, the very
images of health and gladness. Over the deck were
scattered, in the most wanton and disorderly profusion,
raisins, vermicelli, bread, rice, silk, and cotton
goods. In the cabin and hold were the marks of the same
wasteful destruction—Her cargo appears to consist of
silks, crapes, calicoes, cotton and fancy goods of
various descriptions, glass and hardware, bridles,
saddles, holsters, pictures, looking-glasses, books,
fruits, olives, and olive oil, and “other things too
numerous to mention,” which are now all mixed up in a
strange and fantastic medldy [sic]. On the forward hatch
we unconsciously rested our hand on a cold object, which
we soon discovered to be a naked corpse enveloped in a
pall of black bombazine. On removing its folds we beheld
the rigid countenance and glazed eye of a poor negro who
died last night. His mouth was unclosed, and still wore
the ghastly expression of his last struggle. Near by
him, like some watching fiend, sat the most horrible
creature we ever saw in human shape, an object of terror
to the very blacks, who said that he was a cannibal. His
teeth projected at almost right angles from his mouth,
while his eyes had a most savage and demoniac
expression. We were glad to leave this vessel, as the
exhalations from her hold and deck were like anything
but “gales wafted over the gardens of Gul.” Capt. Gedney
has dispatched an express to the U. S. marshal, at New
Haven, while he has made the most humane arrangements
for the health and comfort of the prisoners, and the
purification of the prize. There are now alive 44
negroes, three of whom are girls ; about 10 have died.
They have been at sea 63 days. The vessel and cargo were
worth $40,000 when they let Havana, exclusive of the
negroes, which cost from 20 to $30,000. Vessel and cargo
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were insured in Havana. Capt. Gedney, when he first
espied the Amistad, was running a line of sounding
toward Montauk Point. He had heard nothing of this
vessel being on the coast till after his arrival in this
port.1927

 August 27, Tuesday: Frank Robert Pierce was born to Franklin Pierce and Jane Means Appleton Pierce (this 
child would succumb to typhoid fever at the age of four).

Fanny Mendelssohn Hensel, her husband, and her son left Berlin heading eventually for a sojourn in Italy 
(they would travel immediately to Leipzig for a week with her brother Felix).

The federal district judge for Connecticut, Andrew T. Judson, held an inquiry on board the USS Washington 
in the New London, Connecticut harbor, and decided to hold the La Amistad issue over for consideration by 
the grand jury which was scheduled to meet in Hartford in September 1839, as The U.S. v. The Libelants, etc., 
of the Schooner Amistad.

At about this point our hearts go out to Jose Ruiz and Pedro Montes, who were writing a Thank-You note to 
the newspapers of New London, Connecticut in appreciation for their having been rescued from the tender 
affections of those bad niggers who had resisted being what they rightfully should be, slaves:

The subscribers, Don Jose Ruiz and Don Pedro Montes, in
gratitude for their most unhoped for and most
providential rescue from the hands of a ruthless gang
of African buccaneers, and an awful death, would take
this means of expressing, in some slight degree, their
thankfulness and obligations to Lieutenant Commander
T.R. Gedney, and the officers and crew of the U.S.
surveying brig Washington, for their decision in
seizing the Amistad, and their unremitting kindness and
hospitality in providing for their comfort on board
their vessel, as well as the means they have taken for
the protection of their property.
We also must express our indebtedness to that nation
whose flag they so worthily bear, with an assurance that
this act will be duly appreciated by our most gracious

1927. HOUSE DOCUMENT, 26th Congress, 1st session IV, No. 185; 27th Congress, 3d session, V, No. 191; 28th Congress, 1st session 
IV, No. 83; HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 32d Congress, 2d session III, No. 20; HOUSE REPORTS, 26th Congress, 2d session No. 
51; 28th Congress, 1st session II, No. 426; 29th Congress, 1st session IV, No. 753; SENATE DOCUMENT, 26th Congress, 2d session 
IV, No. 179; SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 31st Congress, 2d session III, No. 29; 32d Congress, 2d session III, No. 19; SENATE 
REPORTS, 31st Congress, 2d session No. 301; 32d Congress, 1st session I, No. 158; 35th Congress, 1st session I, No. 36; Decisions 
of the United States Supreme Court in 15 Peters, 518; OPINIONS OF THE ATTORNEYS-GENERAL, III. 484-92.
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sovereign, Her Majesty the Queen of Spain.

BETWEEN ANY TWO MOMENTS ARE AN INFINITE NUMBER OF MOMENTS, 
AND BETWEEN THESE OTHER MOMENTS LIKEWISE AN INFINITE NUMBER, 
THERE BEING NO ATOMIC MOMENT JUST AS THERE IS NO ATOMIC POINT 
ALONG A LINE. MOMENTS ARE THEREFORE FIGMENTS. THE PRESENT 
MOMENT IS A MOMENT AND AS SUCH IS A FIGMENT, A FLIGHT OF THE 
IMAGINATION TO WHICH NOTHING REAL CORRESPONDS. SINCE PAST 
MOMENTS HAVE PASSED OUT OF EXISTENCE AND FUTURE MOMENTS 
HAVE YET TO ARRIVE, WE NOTE THAT THE PRESENT MOMENT IS ALL 

THAT EVER EXISTS — AND YET THE PRESENT MOMENT BEING A 
MOMENT IS A FIGMENT TO WHICH NOTHING IN REALITY CORRESPONDS.

 September: The negrero My Boy, of New Orleans, was seized by a British cruiser, and condemned at Sierra 
Leone (Niles’s Register, LVII. 353). Gotcha!

However, you can’t win them all. During this month a negrero flying the Portuguese flag, the Conceicao, 
master J.  Antonio, out of Sao Tome on its one and only known Middle Passage, arrived at Bahia, Brazil.
And, a slaver flying the US flag, the Octavia, master Hicaling, on its one and only known Middle Passage, 
delivered a cargo of enslaved Africans to Popo, Cuba.
And, a Portuguese slaver, the General Cabreira, master unknown, on one of its five known Middle Passage 
voyages, out of Angola with a cargo of 360 enslaved Africans, arrived at the port of Camarivea, Brazil.
And, a slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Formosa, master Betman, out of an unknown point in Africa with 
a cargo of 330 enslaved Africans on its one and only known Middle Passage, arrived at a port of Cuba.
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September 3, Tuesday: Fa of the La Amistad died.

On the day preceding the Commencement ceremony in Providence, Rhode Island, the attorney William Jewett 
Pabodie pronounced his CALIDORE: A LEGENDARY POEM (Boston: Marsh, Capen, Lyon, and Webb; Knowles 
& Vose, Printers, Providence, 1839) before the Society of United Brothers of Brown University.

THE TASK OF THE HISTORIAN IS TO CREATE HINDSIGHT WHILE 
INTERCEPTING ANY ILLUSION OF FORESIGHT. NOTHING A HUMAN CAN 

SEE CAN EVER BE SEEN AS IF THROUGH THE EYE OF GOD. THE 
UNIVERSITY OF COLORADO’S CENTER OF THE AMERICAN WEST HAS 
AS ITS OFFICIAL MOTTO “TURNING HINDSIGHT INTO FORESIGHT” — 

WHICH INDICATES THAT ONLY PANDERERS ARE WELCOME THERE.
IN A BOOK THAT IS SUPPOSED TO BE ABOUT HISTORY, ISSUED BY 

RANDOM HOUSE IN 2016, I FIND THE PHRASE “LOOKED UPON FROM 
THE BIRD’S-EYE VIEW OF HISTORY, ....” ONLY A MERE STORYTELLER, 

NEVER A HISTORIAN, COULD HAVE PENNED SUCH A PHRASE — 

THE MIDDLE PASSAGE
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BECAUSE NO BIRD HAS EVER FLOWN OVER HISTORY.

 September 11, Wednesday: Tua of the La Amistad died.

Just before 10AM in London, Margaret Moyes, 23 years of age, whose mother was dead and her master-baker 
father bedridden, leaped or allowed herself to fall from the top of London’s Monument (erected in 1667, 
observation platform reached by a 311-step spiral staircase inside and 202 feet above the pavement). She had 
arrived from Charing Cross station some 20 minutes before and had spoken with the monument’s door-keeper 
Thomas Jenkins before paying sixpence to ascend the stairs. He recalled her conversation as rather jocular, and 
her countenance as pleasant. She appeared quite rational. She inquired whether two females and a gentleman 
had been there waiting for anybody, indicating that she had come with them by steamboat and had arranged to 
meet them at the Monument. About 15 minutes after she entered the staircase, he heard the sounds of her fall. 
Her left arm was severed above the elbow by the railing at the foot of the monument, and had then struck a 
birdcage and a potted lilac. On the following day a Coroner’s inquest would be held lit the Old Swan Tavern 
on Fish Street Hill. The door-keeper indicated that he had found the body across the doorway with legs partly 
uncovered and a deal of blood coming from the stump of the arm. The back of the head was caved in. She had 
tied a rope with a large knotted loop at the end to the railings of the gallery and had placed her bonnet and veil, 
with a waistband and a pair of gloves, on the floor near the door. The 4 sisters had intended to get Margaret a 
situation in a confectioner’s shop, but in a memorandum-book on the mantel-shelf of her father’s room the 
following entry was found: “You need not expect to see me back again, for I have made up my mind to make 
away with — Margaret Moyes.” On the suggestion of the Coroner, a note was sent to the Corporation of 
London recommending that a guard railing be placed at the top of the Monument, but in the following month 
a 15-year-old boy, Richard Hawes, after making suicide threats, would re-enact her plunge.

 September 14, Saturday: We-lu-wa of the La Amistad died.

 September 21, Saturday: The Liberator carried a notice of the recent sale of a slave at auction in New Orleans, 
not a recent import in the international slave trade out of Africa but a native speaker of the English language 
–a light-skinned woman obviously born and reared in America– who had been believed by the bidders at this 
auction to be a natural daughter of President Thomas Jefferson. The item had been communicated to the 
journal by an abolitionist from Sodus, New York, and it was given the headline:

        Sale of a Daughter of Thomas Jefferson
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(The market for enslaved women with light skins was of course known to be highly influenced by their 
desirability as sex objects — and the idea that the buyer would be able to tie down and fuck a relative of a 
famous founding-father United States president would of course have done nothing to detract from his hot 
fantasies. The lady in question was said to have fetched only $1,000, which would have been the equivalent 
of only about three years gross earnings of a skilled laborer –order of magnitude about $100,000 in today’s 
money– so she must have been elderly or ill or not at all appealing. –None of this, of course, would have been 
lost on the readers of this abolitionist journal, although of course nobody had any way to be sure beyond 
controversy that this woman actually was as advertised, any more than today despite our ability to do DNA 
tests we have any way to establish beyond controversy and to the satisfaction of the invested Jefferson 
scholars that Jefferson did have sex with his slaves and did thereby engender some of the light-skinned 
Monticello slave children who were sold at auction.)

John Conolly did away with the use of restraints for the mentally ill at the Hanwell County Asylum of 
Middlesex, England. While humanitarian reforms in mental treatment were well under way by this time, 
eliminating mechanical restraints of all kinds was a radical and controversial move and would make this 
psychiatrist a prominent figure. His THE TREATMENT OF THE INSANE WITHOUT MECHANICAL RESTRAINTS 
would, in 1856, further advance the non-restraint movement.1928

 September 23, Monday: The judge for The U.S. v. The Libelants, etc., of the Schooner Amistad, Andrew T. 
Judson, held the captives over.1929

Meanwhile, in African waters, the Butterfly from New Orleans, fitted as a negrero, was captured by a cruising 
British warship (HOUSE DOCUMENT, 26th Congress, 2d session No. 115, pages 191, 244-7; Niles’s Register, 
LVII. 223).

1928. Street, W.R. A CHRONOLOGY OF  NOTEWORTHY EVENTS IN AMERICAN PSYCHOLOGY. Washington DC: American  
Psychological Association, 1994
1929. At some point the Hartford Courant editorialized that since engaging in the international slave trade was a federal capital 
crime, there were no legal grounds for action against these Africans of the La Amistad who had merely been attempting to protect 
themselves as crime victims, and merely attempting to prevent the successful commission of such a capital crime:

By the laws of the United States, the African slave
trade is declared to be piracy and the persons engaged
in it are liable to be punished as pirates. It would be
very extraordinary then if these men, who had been
stolen from their own country, and brought away for the
purpose of being reduced to slavery, should be punished
in the United States for using such means as they
possessed to extricate themselves from the power and
custody of men who gained that custody by the
perpetration of a crime which by our laws would cost
them their lives. It would be a singular case if both
parties in the same transaction should be held guilty
of a capital offense and suffer the same penalty of the
law for their crimes.
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 October: The negrero Catharine, out of Baltimore, was captured on the African coast by a British cruiser and 
brought by her to the harbor of New-York (HOUSE DOCUMENT, 26th Congress, 2d session V No. 115, pages 
191, 215, 239-44; Niles’s Register, LVII. 119, 159).

A negrero flying the Portuguese flag, the Felicidade, master Lonsa, out of Lagos with a cargo of an unknown 
number of enslaved Africans on one of its nine known Middle Passage voyages, arrived at a port of Cuba.

A negrero flying the Portuguese flag, the Eliza, master Vives, out of Rio Pongo with a cargo of an unknown 
number of enslaved Africans on one of its seven known Middle Passage voyages, arrived at a port of Cuba.

A Portuguese negrero, the Frutosa, master J. Salgeyro, from an unknown point on the African coast on its only 
known Middle Passage, delivered a cargo of 115 enslaved Africans at the port of Arcos de Canasi, Cuba.

A negrero flying the Portuguese flag, the Dom Joao de Castro, master V. de F. Serpa, from an unknown point 
on the African coast on its one and only known Middle Passage voyage, delivered a cargo of 450 enslaved 
Africans at the port of Ilha Marambaia, Brazil.

A negrero flying the Portuguese flag, the Montana, master Viana, out of Luanda with a cargo of an unknown 
number of enslaved Africans on its second of two known Middle Passages, arrived at a port of Cuba.

 October 30, Wednesday: Verleih’ uns Frieden for chorus and orchestra by Felix Mendelssohn was performed 
for the initial time, in Leipzig.

Ka-pe-li of the La Amistad died.

 November: A negrero flying the Stars and Stripes, the Mary, master Hutton, that had sailed out of Gallinas 
during October 1839 with a cargo of an unknown number of enslaved Africans on its one and only known 
Middle Passage, during this month dropped anchor at a port of Cuba.
A slaver flying the US flag, the Deposit, master C. Foster, that had sailed out of Angola during November 1839 
with a cargo of an unknown number of enslaved Africans on its one and only known Middle Passage, shuffled 
its cargo during this month into the barracoon at Rio, Brazil.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Maria, master G. Affonco, out of Onim with a cargo of an unknown 
number of enslaved Africans on its one and only known Middle Passage, arrived at Bahia, Brazil.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Amalia, master Costa, sailing out of Mocambique during September 
1839 with a cargo of an unknown number of enslaved Africans on one of its five known Middle Passage 
voyages, arrived at a port of Cuba.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Flor de’ Loanda, master L.J. Passos, out of Angola with a cargo of 370 
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enslaved Africans on one of its five known Middle Passages, arrived at the port of Ilha Grande, Brazil.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Felicidade, master Medail, out of Lagos with a cargo of an unknown 
number of enslaved Africans on one of its nine known Middle Passage voyages, arrived at a port of Cuba.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Mariana, master J.G. da Cunha, out of Benguela with a cargo of an 
unknown number of enslaved Africans on its first of two known Middle Passages, arrived at Rio de Janeiro.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Generoso Feliz, master unknown, out of Quelimane with a cargo of 
384 enslaved Africans on its second of two known Middle Passages, arrived at Campos, Brazil.
A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Josefina, master Carballo, sailing out of Sao Tome with a cargo of an 
unknown number of enslaved Africans during September 1839 on one of its twelve-count-’em-twelve known 
Middle Passage voyages, arrived at a port of Cuba.

 November 1, Friday: A negrero flying the US flag, the Luiza, master Champion, which had sailed out of Onim 
on September 24, 1839 on its one and only known Middle Passage, on this day arrived at Bahia, Brazil.

 November 4, Monday: A Chartist rising in Newport, England was suppressed. Some leading Chartists were 
arrested.

Yam-mo-ni of the La Amistad died.

 December: On St. Helena, of the £31,645 2s 0d that the government had paid out in “emancipation loans” a 
total of £28,694 13s 1d, which is to say, 91% of the amount lent, remained still unpaid and was at this point 
taken off the books, forgiven.1930

In the ongoing effort to eliminate human slavery from the world by exploring various ways in which white 
people might more readily do without slaves without in any way inconveniencing themselves, David Lee Child 
won a premium of $100 from the Massachusetts Agricultural Society for his beet sweetener. The Sugar Beet 
Company again guaranteed his salary and expenses. Lydia Maria Child’s father Convers Francis agreed to 
move to Northampton and live with them and thus help with expenses.

A world that obtained its sweetness out of sugar beets grown by free farmers would not need to have slavers 
arriving every month or so from Africa, with new crops of black slaves to use up in the sugar cane fields. There 
would be no need for a negrero such as the Alexander, master Hill, flying the Stars and Stripes on its one and 
only known Middle Passage, which vessel of US registry had sailed out of Principe during October 1839 and 
was at this point arriving in Cuban waters. There would be no need for the Portuguese negreros either, slave 
ships such as the Maria Segundo, master Figuera, on one of its ten-count-’em-ten known Middle Passage 
voyages, Mocambique with a cargo of 580 enslaved Africans, presently arriving at a port of Cuba. There would 
be no need for a negrero such as the Flor de’ Loanda, master J.J. Lopez, on one of its five known Middle 
Passage voyages, which had sailed out of the Congo River with a cargo of 320 enslaved Africans and was 
presently arriving at the port of Macae, Brazil. There would be no need for a negrero such as the Felicidade, 
master J. de Almeida, on one of its nine known Middle Passage voyages, which had sailed out of Angola and 

1930. You wouldn’t suppose this would fall under the rubric REPARATIONS, would you?
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was presently arriving at a port of Cuba. Well, this does go on and on, doesn’t it? In a world of economic 
justice there would be no need for a negrero such as the Idalia, flying the Portuguese flag, under its master J. 
Romeiro, which had sailed out of Angola during September 1839 on its one and only known Middle Passage, 
and was at this point delivering its cargo of 244 enslaved Africans into the barracoon at the port of Ponta 
Negra, Brazil. There would be no need for a negrero such as the Ligeiro, master unknown, on one of its four 
known Middle Passage voyages, out of Benguela with a cargo of 321 enslaved Africans, presently arriving at 
the port of Paranagua, Brazil. There would be no need for a negrero such as the Animo Grande, master F. 
Silveira, on its one and only known Middle Passage, which had sailed out of Quelimane during October 1839 
with a cargo of 590 enslaved Africans and was presently arriving at Campos, Brazil. There would be no need 
for a negrero such as the Aucorinha, master J. F. Silveira, on its one and only known Middle Passage, which 
had sailed out of Angola during November 1839 with a cargo of 280 enslaved Africans, and was presently 
arriving at the port of Sao Sebastiao, Brazil. There would be no need for a negrero such as the General 
Cabreira, master J.P. de A. Kansia, on one of its five known Middle Passage voyages, which had sailed out of 
Angola with a cargo of 127 enslaved Africans, and was presently arriving at Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. There 
would be no need for a negrero such as the Doze de Outubro, master J.F. da Cruz, on one of its five known 
Middle Passage voyages, which had sailed out of Angola during November 1839 with a cargo of 263 enslaved 
Africans, and was presently arriving at the port of Ilha Grande, Brazil. There would be no need for a negrero 
such as the Fortuna de Africa, master J.A. Passagem, on one of its three known Middle Passage voyages, 
which had sailed out of Quelimane, and was presently off-loading its cargo of 429 enslaved Africans into the 
barracoon at the port of Macae, Brazil. A world of economic justice would be a sweet world indeed. 
Sometimes David and Maria dreamed of this. They were dedicating their lives in Northampton to make 
it be so.
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 December 21, Saturday: A negrero flying the US flag, the Dido, master Phillip, which had sailed out of Onim 
on the first of its two known Middle Passage voyages on November 23, 1839, on this day was arriving at 
Bahia, Brazil.

 December 24, Tuesday: President Martin Van Buren addressed the federal Congress.

“It will be seen by the report of the Secretary of the navy
respecting the disposition of our ships of war, that it has been
deemed necessary to station a competent force on the coast of
Africa, to prevent a fraudulent use of our flag by foreigners.
“Recent experience has shown that the provisions in our existing
laws which relate to the sale and transfer of American vessels
while abroad, are extremely defective. Advantage has been taken
of these defects to give to vessels wholly belonging to
foreigners, and navigating the ocean, an apparent American
ownership. This character has been so well simulated as to
afford them comparative security in prosecuting the slave trade,
a traffic emphatically denounced in our statutes, regarded with
abhorrence by our citizens, and of which the effectual
suppression is nowhere more sincerely desired than in the United
States. These circumstances make it proper to recommend to your
early attention a careful revision of these laws, so that ...
the integrity and honor of our flag may be carefully preserved.”
HOUSE JOURNAL, 26th Congress, 1st session, pages 117-8.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: The enhanced price of slaves throughout
the American slave market, brought about by the new industrial
development and the laws against the slave-trade, was the
irresistible temptation that drew American capital and
enterprise into that traffic. In the United States, in spite of
the large interstate traffic, the average price of slaves rose
from about $325 in 1840, to $360 in 1850, and to $500 in 1860.1931

Brazil and Cuba offered similar inducements to smugglers, and
the American flag was ready to protect such pirates. As a result,
the American slave-trade finally came to be carried on
principally by United States capital, in United States ships,
officered by United States citizens, and under the United States
flag.
Executive reports repeatedly acknowledged this fact. In 1839 “a
careful revision of these laws” is recommended by the President,
in order that “the integrity and honor of our flag may be
carefully preserved.”1932 In June, 1841, the President declares:
“There is reason to believe that the traffic is on the increase,”
and advocates “vigorous efforts.”1933 His message in December of
the same year acknowledges: “That the American flag is grossly

1931. Cf. United States census reports; and Olmsted, COTTON KINGDOM.
1932. HOUSE JOURNAL, 26th Congress, 1st session, page 118.
1933. HOUSE JOURNAL, 27th Congress, 1st session, pages 31, 184.
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abused by the abandoned and profligate of other nations is but
too probable.”1934 The special message of 1845 explains at length
that “it would seem” that a regular policy of evading the laws
is carried on: American vessels with the knowledge of the owners
are chartered by notorious slave dealers in Brazil, aided by
English capitalists, with this intent.1935 The message of 1849
“earnestly” invites the attention of Congress “to an amendment
of our existing laws relating to the African slave-trade, with
a view to the effectual suppression of that barbarous traffic.
It is not to be denied,” continues the message, “that this trade
is still, in part, carried on by means of vessels built in the
United States, and owned or navigated by some of our
citizens.”1936 Governor Buchanan of Liberia reported in 1839:
“The chief obstacle to the success of the very active measures
pursued by the British government for the suppression of the
slave-trade on the coast, is the American flag. Never was the proud
banner of freedom so extensively used by those pirates upon
liberty and humanity, as at this season.”1937 One well-known
American slaver was boarded fifteen times and twice taken into
port, but always escaped by means of her papers.1938 Even
American officers report that the English are doing all they
can, but that the American flag protects the trade.1939 The
evidence which literally poured in from our consuls and
ministers at Brazil adds to the story of the guilt of the United
States.1940 It was proven that the participation of United States
citizens in the trade was large and systematic. One of the most
notorious slave merchants of Brazil said: “I am worried by the
Americans, who insist upon my hiring their vessels for slave-
trade.”1941 Minister Proffit stated, in 1844, that the “slave-
trade is almost entirely carried on under our flag, in American-
built vessels.”1942 So, too, in Cuba: the British commissioners
affirm that American citizens were openly engaged in the
traffic; vessels arrived undisguised at Havana from the United
States, and cleared for Africa as slavers after an alleged
sale.1943 The American consul, Trist, was proven to have
consciously or unconsciously aided this trade by the issuance
of blank clearance papers.1944

The presence of American capital in these enterprises, and the

1934. HOUSE JOURNAL, 27th Congress, 2d session, pages 14, 15, 86, 113.
1935. SENATE JOURNAL, 28th Congress, 2d session, pages 191, 227.
1936. HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENTS, 31st Congress, 1st session, III. pt. I. No. 5, page 7.
1937. Foote, AFRICA AND THE AMERICAN FLAG, page 152.
1938. Foote, AFRICA AND THE AMERICAN FLAG, pages 152-3.
1939. Foote, AFRICA AND THE AMERICAN FLAG, page 241.
1940. Cf. e.g. HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 28th Congress, 2d session, IV. pt. I. No. 148; 29th Congress, 1st session, III. No. 43; HOUSE 
EXECUTIVE DOCUMENTS, 30th Congress, 2d session, VII. No. 61; SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENTS, 30th Congress, 1st session, IV. 
No. 28; 31st Congress, 2d session, II. No. 6; 33d Congress, 1st session, VIII. No. 47.
1941. Foote, AFRICA AND THE AMERICAN FLAG, page 218.
1942. Foote, AFRICA AND THE AMERICAN FLAG, page 221.
1943. Palmerston to Stevenson: HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 26th Congress, 2d session, V. No. 115, page 5. In 1836 five such slavers were 
known to have cleared; in 1837, eleven; in 1838, nineteen; and in 1839, twenty-three: HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 26th Congress, 2d 
session, V. No. 115, pages 220-1.
1944. PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1839, Volume XLIX., SLAVE TRADE, class A, Further Series, pages 58-9; class B, Further Series, 
page 110; class D, Further Series, page 25. Trist pleaded ignorance of the law: Trist to Forsyth, HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 26th Congress, 
2d session, V. No. 115.
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connivance of the authorities, were proven in many cases and
known in scores. In 1837 the English government informed the
United States that from the papers of a captured slaver it
appeared that the notorious slave-trading firm, Blanco and
Carballo of Havana, who owned the vessel, had correspondents in
the United States: “at Baltimore, Messrs. Peter Harmony and Co.,
in New York, Robert Barry, Esq.”1945 The slaver “Martha” of New
York, captured by the “Perry,” contained among her papers
curious revelations of the guilt of persons in America who were
little suspected.1946 The slaver “Prova,” which was allowed to
lie in the harbor of Charleston, South Carolina, and refit, was
afterwards captured with two hundred and twenty-five slaves on
board.1947 The real reason that prevented many belligerent
Congressmen from pressing certain search claims against England
lay in the fact that the unjustifiable detentions had
unfortunately revealed so much American guilt that it was deemed
wiser to let the matter end in talk. For instance, in 1850
Congress demanded information as to illegal searches, and
President Fillmore’s report showed the uncomfortable fact that,
of the ten American ships wrongly detained by English men-of-
war, nine were proven red-handed slavers.1948

The consul at Havana reported, in 1836, that whole cargoes of
slaves fresh from Africa were being daily shipped to Texas in
American vessels, that 1,000 had been sent within a few months,
that the rate was increasing, and that many of these slaves “can
scarcely fail to find their way into the United States.”
Moreover, the consul acknowledged that ships frequently cleared
for the United States in ballast, taking on a cargo at some
secret point.1949 When with these facts we consider the law
facilitating “recovery” of slaves from Texas,1950 the repeated
refusals to regulate the Texan trade, and the shelving of a
proposed congressional investigation into these matters,1951

conjecture becomes a practical certainty. It was estimated in
1838 that 15,000 Africans were annually taken to Texas, and
“there are even grounds for suspicion that there are other
places ... where slaves are introduced.”1952 Between 1847 and
1853 the slave smuggler Drake had a slave depot in the Gulf,
where sometimes as many as 1,600 Negroes were on hand, and the
owners were continually importing and shipping. “The joint-stock
company,” writes this smuggler, “was a very extensive one, and
connected with leading American and Spanish mercantile houses.
Our island1953 was visited almost weekly, by agents from Cuba,

1945. HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 26th Congress, 2d session, V. No. 115.
1946. Foote, AFRICA AND THE AMERICAN FLAG, page 290.
1947. HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 26th Congress, 2d session, V. No. 115, pages 121, 163-6.
1948. SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENTS, 31st Congress, 1st session, XIV No. 66.
1949. Trist to Forsyth: HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 26th Congress, 2d session, V. No. 115. “The business of supplying the United States 
with Africans from this island is one that must necessarily exist,” because “slaves are a hundred per cent, or more, higher in the 
United States than in Cuba,” and this profit “is a temptation which it is not in human nature as modified by American institutions 
to withstand”: HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 26th Congress, 2d session, V. No. 115.
1950. STATUTES AT LARGE, V. 674.
1951. Cf. STATUTES AT LARGE, V., page 157, note 1.
1952. Buxton, THE AFRICAN SLAVE TRADE AND ITS REMEDY, pages 44-5. Cf. 2D REPORT OF THE LONDON AFRICAN SOCIETY, page 
22.
1953. I.e., Bay Island in the Gulf of Mexico, near the coast of Honduras.
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New York, Baltimore, Philadelphia, Boston, and New Orleans....
The seasoned and instructed slaves were taken to Texas, or
Florida, overland, and to Cuba, in sailing-boats. As no squad
contained more than half a dozen, no difficulty was found in
posting them to the United States, without discovery, and
generally without suspicion.... The Bay Island plantation sent
ventures weekly to the Florida Keys. Slaves were taken into the
great American swamps, and there kept till wanted for the
market. Hundreds were sold as captured runaways from the Florida
wilderness. We had agents in every slave State; and our coasters
were built in Maine, and came out with lumber. I could tell
curious stories ... of this business of smuggling Bozal negroes
into the United States. It is growing more profitable every
year, and if you should hang all the Yankee merchants engaged
in it, hundreds would fill their places.”1954 Inherent
probability and concurrent testimony confirm the substantial
truth of such confessions. For instance, one traveller discovers
on a Southern plantation Negroes who can speak no English.1955

The careful reports of the Quakers “apprehend that many [slaves]
are also introduced into the United States.”1956 Governor Mathew
of the Bahama Islands reports that “in more than one instance,
Bahama vessels with coloured crews have been purposely wrecked
on the coast of Florida, and the crews forcibly sold.” This was
brought to the notice of the United States authorities, but the
district attorney of Florida could furnish no information.1957

Such was the state of the slave-trade in 1850, on the threshold
of the critical decade which by a herculean effort was destined
finally to suppress it.

 December 31, Tuesday: Ka-ba of the La Amistad died.

1954. REVELATIONS OF A SLAVE SMUGGLER, page 98.
1955. Mr. H. Moulton in SLAVERY AS IT IS, page 140; cited in FACTS AND OBSERVATIONS ON THE SLAVE TRADE (Friends’ ed. 
1841), page 8.
1956. In a memorial to Congress, 1840: HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 26th Congress, 1st session, VI. No. 211.
1957. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1845-6, pages 883, 968, 989-90. The governor wrote in reply: “The United States, if 
properly served by their law officers in the Floridas, will not experience any difficulty in obtaining the requisite knowledge of these 
illegal transactions, which, I have reason to believe, were the subject of common notoriety in the neighbourhood where they 
occurred, and of boast on the part of those concerned in them”: BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1845-6, page 990.
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J.M.W. Turner depicted a negrero vessel casting its slave cargo overboard (this might as well be a depiction of 
the Zong).

1840
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The negrero Tigris was intercepted by cruisers of the British navy and sent into the port of Boston to face the 
charge of kidnapping (HOUSE REPORTS, 27th Congress, 3d session, III, Number 283, pages 724-9; SENATE 
DOCUMENT, 29th Congress, 1st session VIII, Number 377, page 94).

The negrero Jones was also during this year seized by the British (SENATE DOCUMENT, 29th Congress, 1st 
session VIII, Number 377, pages 131-2, 143-7, 148-60).

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: The enhanced price of slaves throughout
the American slave market, brought about by the new industrial
development and the laws against the slave-trade, was the
irresistible temptation that drew American capital and
enterprise into that traffic. In the United States, in spite of
the large interstate traffic, the average price of slaves rose
from about $325 in 1840, to $360 in 1850, and to $500 in 1860.1958

Brazil and Cuba offered similar inducements to smugglers, and
the American flag was ready to protect such pirates. As a result,
the American slave-trade finally came to be carried on
principally by United States capital, in United States ships,
officered by United States citizens, and under the United States
flag.
Executive reports repeatedly acknowledged this fact. In 1839 “a
careful revision of these laws” is recommended by the President,
in order that “the integrity and honor of our flag may be
carefully preserved.”1959 In June, 1841, the President declares:
“There is reason to believe that the traffic is on the increase,”
and advocates “vigorous efforts.”1960 His message in December of
the same year acknowledges: “That the American flag is grossly
abused by the abandoned and profligate of other nations is but
too probable.”1961 The special message of 1845 explains at length
that “it would seem” that a regular policy of evading the laws
is carried on: American vessels with the knowledge of the owners
are chartered by notorious slave dealers in Brazil, aided by
English capitalists, with this intent.1962 The message of 1849
“earnestly” invites the attention of Congress “to an amendment
of our existing laws relating to the African slave-trade, with
a view to the effectual suppression of that barbarous traffic.
It is not to be denied,” continues the message, “that this trade
is still, in part, carried on by means of vessels built in the
United States, and owned or navigated by some of our
citizens.”1963 Governor Buchanan of Liberia reported in 1839:
“The chief obstacle to the success of the very active measures
pursued by the British government for the suppression of the
slave-trade on the coast, is the American flag. Never was the proud
banner of freedom so extensively used by those pirates upon
liberty and humanity, as at this season.”1964 One well-known
American slaver was boarded fifteen times and twice taken into
port, but always escaped by means of her papers.1965 Even

1958. Cf. United States census reports; and Olmsted, COTTON KINGDOM.
1959. HOUSE JOURNAL, 26th Congress, 1st session, page 118.
1960. HOUSE JOURNAL, 27th Congress, 1st session, pages 31, 184.
1961. HOUSE JOURNAL, 27th Congress, 2d session, pages 14, 15, 86, 113.
1962. SENATE JOURNAL, 28th Congress, 2d session, pages 191, 227.
1963. HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENTS, 31st Congress, 1st session, III. pt. I. No. 5, page 7.
1964. Foote, AFRICA AND THE AMERICAN FLAG, page 152.
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American officers report that the English are doing all they
can, but that the American flag protects the trade.1966 The
evidence which literally poured in from our consuls and
ministers at Brazil adds to the story of the guilt of the United
States.1967 It was proven that the participation of United States
citizens in the trade was large and systematic. One of the most
notorious slave merchants of Brazil said: “I am worried by the
Americans, who insist upon my hiring their vessels for slave-
trade.”1968 Minister Proffit stated, in 1844, that the “slave-
trade is almost entirely carried on under our flag, in American-
built vessels.”1969 So, too, in Cuba: the British commissioners
affirm that American citizens were openly engaged in the
traffic; vessels arrived undisguised at Havana from the United
States, and cleared for Africa as slavers after an alleged
sale.1970 The American consul, Trist, was proven to have
consciously or unconsciously aided this trade by the issuance
of blank clearance papers.1971

The presence of American capital in these enterprises, and the
connivance of the authorities, were proven in many cases and
known in scores. In 1837 the English government informed the
United States that from the papers of a captured slaver it
appeared that the notorious slave-trading firm, Blanco and
Carballo of Havana, who owned the vessel, had correspondents in
the United States: “at Baltimore, Messrs. Peter Harmony and Co.,
in New York, Robert Barry, Esq.”1972 The slaver “Martha” of New
York, captured by the “Perry,” contained among her papers
curious revelations of the guilt of persons in America who were
little suspected.1973 The slaver “Prova,” which was allowed to
lie in the harbor of Charleston, South Carolina, and refit, was
afterwards captured with two hundred and twenty-five slaves on
board.1974 The real reason that prevented many belligerent
Congressmen from pressing certain search claims against England
lay in the fact that the unjustifiable detentions had
unfortunately revealed so much American guilt that it was deemed
wiser to let the matter end in talk. For instance, in 1850
Congress demanded information as to illegal searches, and
President Fillmore’s report showed the uncomfortable fact that,
of the ten American ships wrongly detained by English men-of-
war, nine were proven red-handed slavers.1975

1965. Foote, AFRICA AND THE AMERICAN FLAG, pages 152-3.
1966. Foote, AFRICA AND THE AMERICAN FLAG, page 241.
1967. Cf. e.g. HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 28th Congress, 2d session, IV. pt. I. No. 148; 29th Congress, 1st session, III. No. 43; HOUSE 
EXECUTIVE DOCUMENTS, 30th Congress, 2d session, VII. No. 61; SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENTS, 30th Congress, 1st session, IV. 
No. 28; 31st Congress, 2d session, II. No. 6; 33d Congress, 1st session, VIII. No. 47.
1968. Foote, AFRICA AND THE AMERICAN FLAG, page 218.
1969. Foote, AFRICA AND THE AMERICAN FLAG, page 221.
1970. Palmerston to Stevenson: HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 26th Congress, 2d session, V. No. 115, page 5. In 1836 five such slavers were 
known to have cleared; in 1837, eleven; in 1838, nineteen; and in 1839, twenty-three: HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 26th Congress, 2d 
session, V. No. 115, pages 220-1.
1971. PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1839, Volume XLIX., SLAVE TRADE, class A, Further Series, pages 58-9; class B, Further Series, 
page 110; class D, Further Series, page 25. Trist pleaded ignorance of the law: Trist to Forsyth, HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 26th Congress, 
2d session, V. No. 115.
1972. HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 26th Congress, 2d session, V. No. 115.
1973. Foote, AFRICA AND THE AMERICAN FLAG, page 290.
1974. HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 26th Congress, 2d session, V. No. 115, pages 121, 163-6.
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The consul at Havana reported, in 1836, that whole cargoes of
slaves fresh from Africa were being daily shipped to Texas in
American vessels, that 1,000 had been sent within a few months,
that the rate was increasing, and that many of these slaves “can
scarcely fail to find their way into the United States.”
Moreover, the consul acknowledged that ships frequently cleared
for the United States in ballast, taking on a cargo at some
secret point.1976 When with these facts we consider the law
facilitating “recovery” of slaves from Texas,1977 the repeated
refusals to regulate the Texan trade, and the shelving of a
proposed congressional investigation into these matters,1978

conjecture becomes a practical certainty. It was estimated in
1838 that 15,000 Africans were annually taken to Texas, and
“there are even grounds for suspicion that there are other
places ... where slaves are introduced.”1979 Between 1847 and
1853 the slave smuggler Drake had a slave depot in the Gulf,
where sometimes as many as 1,600 Negroes were on hand, and the
owners were continually importing and shipping. “The joint-stock
company,” writes this smuggler, “was a very extensive one, and
connected with leading American and Spanish mercantile houses.
Our island1980 was visited almost weekly, by agents from Cuba,
New York, Baltimore, Philadelphia, Boston, and New Orleans....
The seasoned and instructed slaves were taken to Texas, or
Florida, overland, and to Cuba, in sailing-boats. As no squad
contained more than half a dozen, no difficulty was found in
posting them to the United States, without discovery, and
generally without suspicion.... The Bay Island plantation sent
ventures weekly to the Florida Keys. Slaves were taken into the
great American swamps, and there kept till wanted for the
market. Hundreds were sold as captured runaways from the Florida
wilderness. We had agents in every slave State; and our coasters
were built in Maine, and came out with lumber. I could tell
curious stories ... of this business of smuggling Bozal negroes
into the United States. It is growing more profitable every
year, and if you should hang all the Yankee merchants engaged
in it, hundreds would fill their places.”1981 Inherent
probability and concurrent testimony confirm the substantial
truth of such confessions. For instance, one traveller discovers
on a Southern plantation Negroes who can speak no English.1982

The careful reports of the Quakers “apprehend that many [slaves]
are also introduced into the United States.”1983 Governor Mathew

1975. SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENTS, 31st Congress, 1st session, XIV No. 66.
1976. Trist to Forsyth: HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 26th Congress, 2d session, V. No. 115. “The business of supplying the United States 
with Africans from this island is one that must necessarily exist,” because “slaves are a hundred per cent, or more, higher in the 
United States than in Cuba,” and this profit “is a temptation which it is not in human nature as modified by American institutions 
to withstand”: HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 26th Congress, 2d session, V. No. 115.
1977. STATUTES AT LARGE, V. 674.
1978. Cf. STATUTES AT LARGE, V., page 157, note 1.
1979. Buxton, THE AFRICAN SLAVE TRADE AND ITS REMEDY, pages 44-5. Cf. 2D REPORT OF THE LONDON AFRICAN SOCIETY, page 
22.
1980. I.e., Bay Island in the Gulf of Mexico, near the coast of Honduras.
1981. REVELATIONS OF A SLAVE SMUGGLER, page 98.
1982. Mr. H. Moulton in SLAVERY AS IT IS, page 140; cited in FACTS AND OBSERVATIONS ON THE SLAVE TRADE (Friends’ ed. 
1841), page 8.
1983. In a memorial to Congress, 1840: HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 26th Congress, 1st session, VI. No. 211.
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of the Bahama Islands reports that “in more than one instance,
Bahama vessels with coloured crews have been purposely wrecked
on the coast of Florida, and the crews forcibly sold.” This was
brought to the notice of the United States authorities, but the
district attorney of Florida could furnish no information.1984

Such was the state of the slave-trade in 1850, on the threshold
of the critical decade which by a herculean effort was destined
finally to suppress it.

January: A negrero flying the Portuguese flag, the Duquesa de Braganca, master Moreno, on one of its three known 
Middle Passage voyages, had sailed from Mocambique on the east coast of Africa during November 1839 with 
a cargo of 720 enslaved Africans, and finally in this month after such an especially long voyage was arriving 
at its destination, a port on the coast of Cuba.1985

Late in the month, President Martin Van Buren would decide to have the “erroneous principles” of The U.S. v. 
The Libelants, etc., of the Schooner Amistad appealed to the circuit court, which in effect would mean that the 
law in the case would be reconsidered by the US Supreme Court. Although Judge Andrew T. Judson’s decision 
would effectively rid America of the problem at hand by returning the blacks to Sierra Leone, this would 
constitute from our President’s point of view an unacceptable legal precedent: we could not tolerate 
establishing the idea that blacks might under any circumstances at all, as if they were white themselves, resort 
to violence in order to free themselves from unjust abuse, not merely abuse by other blacks but also abuse by 
whites.

The only safe legal principle would be that a black man may never under any circumstances object to being 
abused by a white man. On January 2nd the Richmond VA Inquirer had declared that the meaning of this case 
was that if white Americans ever became the victims of “black masters” they would owe to these black 
overlords their “compassion” and “sympathy.” Van Buren could not afford to seem to his Southern political 
supporters to be in favor of servile insurrection. An appeal would delay the matter until after the presidential 
election, and thus would remove much of its political impact.1986

1984. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1845-6, pages 883, 968, 989-90. The governor wrote in reply: “The United States, if 
properly served by their law officers in the Floridas, will not experience any difficulty in obtaining the requisite knowledge of these 
illegal transactions, which, I have reason to believe, were the subject of common notoriety in the neighbourhood where they 
occurred, and of boast on the part of those concerned in them”: BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1845-6, page 990.
1985. Clearly, there’s a terminology problem here. In an effort to resolve this terminology issue, at the Republican National 
Convention in New York during August 2004 –at which the Republican Party would for four days make an effort to strip from its 
face its mask of hostility to the plight of the downtrodden and reveal its true countenance of benevolent conservatism and concern– 
these people would be sensitively referred to by a Hoosier Republican running for the US Senate as “involuntary immigrants.”

So, perhaps, this is a good point at which to insert a story about involuntary immigrants that has been passed on to us by Ram 
Varmha, a retired IBM engineer whose father had briefly served as Maharaja after the independence of Cochin. He relates the story 
as narrated to him by his paternal grandmother who lived in Thripoonithura, Cochin: “When my grandmother (born 1882) was a 
young girl she would go with the elder ladies of the family to the Pazhayannur Devi Temple in Fort Cochin, next to the Cochin 
Lantha Palace built by the Dutch (Landers = Lantha), which was an early establishment of the Cochin royal family before the 
administration moved to Thripoonithura. My grandmother often told us that in the basement of the Lantha Palace, in a confined 
area, a family of Africans had been kept locked up, as in a zoo! By my Grandmother’s time all the Africans had died. But, some of 
the elder ladies had narrated the story to her of ‘Kappiries’ (Africans) kept in captivity there. It seems visitors would give them fruits 
and bananas. They were well cared for but always kept in confinement. My grandmother did not know all the details but according 
to her, ‘many’ years earlier, a ship having broken its mast drifted into the old Cochin harbor. When the locals climbed aboard, they 
found a crewless ship, but in the hold there were some chained ‘Kappiries’ still alive; others having perished. The locals did not 
know what to do with them. Not understanding their language and finding the Africans in chains, the locals thought that these were 
dangerous to set free. So they herded the poor Africans into the basement of the Cochin Fort, and held them in captivity, for many, 
many years! I have no idea when the initial incident happened, but I presume it took place in the late 1700s or early 1800s. This 
points to the possibility that it was, in fact, a slave ship carrying human cargo from East Africa to either the USA or the West Indies. 
An amazing and rather bizarre story. Incidentally, this is not an ‘old woman's tale’! Its quite reliable. My grandmother would identify 
some of the older ladies who had actually seen the surviving Kappiries.”
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W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: In 1839 Pope Gregory XVI. stigmatized
the slave-trade “as utterly unworthy of the Christian name;” and
at the same time, although proscribed by the laws of every
civilized State, the trade was flourishing with pristine vigor.
Great advantage was given the traffic by the fact that the United
States, for two decades after the abortive attempt of 1824,
refused to co-operate with the rest of the civilized world, and
allowed her flag to shelter and protect the slave-trade. If a
fully equipped slaver sailed from New York, Havana, Rio Janeiro,
or Liverpool, she had only to hoist the stars and stripes in
order to proceed unmolested on her piratical voyage; for there
was seldom a United States cruiser to be met with, and there
were, on the other hand, diplomats at Washington so jealous of
the honor of the flag that they would prostitute it to crime
rather than allow an English or a French cruiser in any way to
interfere. Without doubt, the contention of the United States
as to England’s pretensions to a Right of Visit was technically
correct. Nevertheless, it was clear that if the slave-trade was
to be suppressed, each nation must either zealously keep her
flag from fraudulent use, or, as a labor-saving device, depute
to others this duty for limited places and under special
circumstances. A failure of any one nation to do one of these
two things meant that the efforts of all other nations were to
be fruitless. The United States had invited the world to join
her in denouncing the slave-trade as piracy; yet, when such a
pirate was waylaid by an English vessel, the United States
complained or demanded reparation. The only answer which this
country for years returned to the long-continued exposures of
American slave-traders and of the fraudulent use of the American
flag, was a recital of cases where Great Britain had gone beyond
her legal powers in her attempt to suppress the slave-trade.1987

In the face of overwhelming evidence to the contrary, Secretary
of State Forsyth declared, in 1840, that the duty of the United
States in the matter of the slave-trade “has been faithfully
performed, and if the traffic still exists as a disgrace to
humanity, it is to be imputed to nations with whom Her Majesty’s
Government has formed and maintained the most intimate
connexions, and to whose Governments Great Britain has paid for
the right of active intervention in order to its complete
extirpation.”1988 So zealous was Stevenson, our minister to
England, in denying the Right of Search, that he boldly informed
Palmerston, in 1841, “that there is no shadow of pretence for
excusing, much less justifying, the exercise of any such right.
That it is wholly immaterial, whether the vessels be equipped
for, or actually engaged in slave traffic or not, and
consequently the right to search or detain even slave vessels,
must be confined to the ships or vessels of those nations with
whom it may have treaties on the subject.”1989 Palmerston

1986. This of course is surmise, since the President would omit to discuss the decision in his autobiography. In the event, it would 
seem that the Van Buren Democrats lost in this bid for re-election not because of the slavery controversy but because of the financial 
crisis beginning in 1837. It was the economy, stupid — when the economy is in free fall the incumbent ain’t gonna get re-elected.
1987. Cf. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, from 1836 to 1842.
1988. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1839-40, page 940.
1989. HOUSE DOCUMENT, 27th Congress 1st session, No. 34, pages 5-6.
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courteously replied that he could not think that the United
States seriously intended to make its flag a refuge for slave-
traders;1990 and Aberdeen pertinently declared: “Now, it can
scarcely be maintained by Mr. Stevenson that Great Britain
should be bound to permit her own subjects, with British vessels
and British capital, to carry on, before the eyes of British
officers, this detestable traffic in human beings, which the law
has declared to be piracy, merely because they had the audacity
to commit an additional offence by fraudulently usurping the
American flag.”1991 Thus the dispute, even after the advent of
Webster, went on for a time, involving itself in metaphysical
subtleties, and apparently leading no nearer to an
understanding.1992

In 1838 a fourth conference of the powers for the consideration
of the slave-trade took place at London. It was attended by
representatives of England, France, Russia, Prussia, and
Austria. England laid the projet of a treaty before them, to which
all but France assented. This so-called Quintuple Treaty, signed
December 20, 1841, denounced the slave-trade as piracy, and
declared that “the High Contracting Parties agree by common
consent, that those of their ships of war which shall be provided
with special warrants and orders ... may search every merchant-
vessel belonging to any one of the High Contracting Parties
which shall, on reasonable grounds, be suspected of being
engaged in the traffic in slaves.” All captured slavers were to
be sent to their own countries for trial.1993

While the ratification of this treaty was pending, the United
States minister to France, Lewis Cass, addressed an official
note to Guizot at the French foreign office, protesting against
the institution of an international Right of Search, and rather
grandiloquently warning the powers against the use of force to
accomplish their ends. This extraordinary epistle, issued on the
minister’s own responsibility, brought a reply denying that the
creation of any “new principle of international law, whereby the
vessels even of those powers which have not participated in the
arrangement should be subjected to the right of search,” was
ever intended, and affirming that no such extraordinary
interpretation could be deduced from the Convention. Moreover,
M. Guizot hoped that the United States, by agreeing to this
treaty, would “aid, by its most sincere endeavors, in the
definitive abolition of the trade.”1994 Cass’s theatrical
protest was, consciously or unconsciously, the manifesto of that
growing class in the United States who wanted no further
measures taken for the suppression of the slave-trade; toward
that, as toward the institution of slavery, this party favored
a policy of strict laissez-faire.

1990. SENATE DOCUMENT, 29th Congress 1st session, VIII. No. 377, page 56.
1991. SENATE DOCUMENT, 29th Congress 1st session, VIII. No. 377, page 72.
1992. SENATE DOCUMENT, 29th Congress 1st session, VIII. No. 377, pages 133-40, etc.
1993. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1841-2, page 269 ff.
1994. SENATE DOCUMENT, 29th Congress 1st session, VIII. No. 377, page 201.
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January 3, Friday: Surveyors for the British New Zealand Company arrived at Port Nicholson (Wellington) aboard the 
Cuba, to lay out a settlement.

The appeal by Nicolò Paganini to the Paris court judgment of the previous June 28th was handed down. 
The lower court’s verdict was confirmed, and the penalty was increased from 20,000 francs to 50,000.

Henry Thoreau wrote to Charles Stearns Wheeler, asking him to lecture at the Concord Lyceum on January 8, 
Wednesday.

Concord Jan. 3d 1840.
Friend Wheeler—
Can you by hook or by crook come and lecture for us next Wednes-
day evening?— We begin absolutely to doubt the march of intellect, 
such a dearth is there in this neighborhood.
If you cannot come, will you disclose this rare opportunity of making 
one's début in literature to any clever person of your acquain-
tance?— say Dana — or Clarke — or Morison — Whom I know to 
be such — or any new lights that may have arisen.
We only pay one’s expenses.— i.e. $4.00? Greenough is to come 
week after next, and Dr. Follen, will commence his course on Swit-
zerland after him.
Now I think of it — Wish you happy new year! You will oblige us by 
answering this as soon as convenient. Yrs
&c Henry D. Thoreau

Father Damien, who would help the lepers in the Hawaiian Islands, was born.

The US Senate contemplated amending the Act of 1807, but would wind up leaving it alone.

“Agreeably to notice, Mr. Strange asked and obtained leave to
bring in a bill (Senate, No. 123) to amend an act entitled ‘An
act to prohibit the importation of slaves into any port or place
within the jurisdiction of the United States from and after the
1st day of January, in the year 1808,’ approved the 2d day of
March, 1807; which was read the first and second times, by
unanimous consent, and referred to the Committee on the
Judiciary.” Jan. 8, it was reported without amendment; May 11,
it was considered, and, on motion by Mr. King, “Ordered, That it
lie on the table.” SENATE JOURNAL, 26th Congress, 1st session,
pages 73, 87, 363.

January 10, Friday: Under presidential order, the USS Grampus stood by to receive the La Amistad captives and 
transport them illegally to their deaths in Cuba. Here is a letter from an unidentified writer that appeared in the 
New London Gazette, in regard to the Grampus showing up in New Haven harbor at the time of the trial:

Now, sir it appears to me to be of little consequence
to know whether instructions came from Washington or

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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whether the case was decided before trial and its
decision transmitted thither - if either supposition be
true (and the facts have a strong squinting that way)
the people should know it. The stride which the
President has made towards universal power in other
branches of the government render it by no means
improbable that he has at length assumed the duties of
the Judiciary, and that the case was decided at
Washington long before the trial, and the Grampus held
in readiness to remove the Negroes the moment the court
completes the forms of the trial.
I cannot hope, sir, that this view of the subject is a
mistaken one; for if it be true, our Federal Courts have
become the mere instruments of the President, and if
this case was prejudged without hearing either of the
testimony or argument, what security is left us for our
property or liberties?
Until the movements of the Grampus are explained there
will remain in the minds of many, even of those who are
friends of the Administration, a painful suspicion of
foul play.

Fortuitously, there was a clerical error in a document prepared by the US Department of State, in that the court 
in New Haven had been referred to as a circuit court when actually it was a district court! This clerical error 
would prove useful in preventing the administration of President Martin Van Buren from legally kidnapping 
the Amistad captives and hauling them off to Cuba to be tortured and killed.

January 13, Monday: Judge Andrew T. Judson ruled that President Martin Van Buren could transport the blacks of La 
Amistad — but to Africa rather than to Cuba.

Cunning judge! –He knew how to give the administration what it did not want. Three cheers for judges as wise 
as that!

January 28, Tuesday: Representative William Cost Johnson of Maryland moved an amendment to the 
amendment submitted by Representative John Quincy Adams, making it into a simple permanent gag, and this 
passed in the US House of Representatives by a vote of 114 over 108. The new gag rule effectively preventing 
any discussion of the practice of human enslavement was denominate “Rule 21.”
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In 1939, African-American artist Hale Woodruff did a mural series "Mutiny on the Amistad" at Talladega College’s Savery Library in Alabama.



TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY

HDT WHAT? INDEX

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY

HDT WHAT? INDEX
February: Sir John Henry Lefroy created an observatory at Longwood on St. Helena for magnetic observations.

If there were any giant tortoises present on the lawn of that residence at that time, left over from the Bonaparte 
durée, Sir John made no mention of them (not that he would, and as we all are painfully aware, absence of 
evidence is not evidence of absence, but still it’s hard not to mention a giant tortoise or two ...).

Three negreros flying the Portuguese flag and one flying the Spanish flag brought new settlers to the New 
World during this month. The Dois Irmaos, master F.F. de Abreu, on one of its four known Middle Passage 
voyages, had sailed out of Quelimane during December 1839 with a cargo of 580, and was arriving at the port 
of Rio De Janeiro, Brazil. The Esperanca, master F.J. de Mendonca, on one of its ten-count-’em-ten known 
Middle Passage voyages, had sailed out of Angola with a cargo of 375, and was also off-loading them into the 
barracoon at Rio de Janeiro. The Maria Rita, master unknown, on the second of its two known Middle 
Passages, had sailed out of an unknown area of Africa with a cargo of 350, and was arriving at the Brazilian 
port of Camarivea. The Spanish negrero, the Iberia, master unknown, on its one and only known Middle 
Passage, was delivering a cargo of 320 enslaved persons obtained somewhere along the coast of Africa, to the 
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slave plantations of the Caribbean island of Puerto Rico.1995

March: The British initiated a Vice Admiralty Court on St. Helena to render disposition in cases involving ship’s crews 
accused of engaging in slave trading along the west coast of Africa.

When the sailing papers of the negrero Sarah Ann of New Orleans, that had been captured by a naval patrol 
ship in the suppression of the international slave trade, were examined, they were found to be fraudulent 
(HOUSE DOCUMENT, 26th Congress, 2d session V, Number 115, pages 184-7).

Five negreros flying the Portuguese flag were arriving in New World waters during this month:

The Jacinto, master unknown, on one of its three known Middle Passage voyages, out of an unknown area of 
Africa with a cargo of 480 enslaved Africans, arrived at the port of Mariel, Cuba.

The Formiga, master Goncabro, on its one and only known Middle Passage, arrived at the port of Pernambuco, 
Brazil.

1995. Typically, a person might be able to last through about seven growing seasons at slave labor in the cane fields on these 
Caribbean plantations. Constant resupply was therefore a necessity of the situation.

THE MIDDLE PASSAGE
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The Feliz, master unknown, on its second of two known Middle Passages, out of an unknown area of Africa 
with a cargo of 180 enslaved Africans, arrived at the port of Matanzas, Cuba.

The Feliz Animoso, master F.S. Lima, on its one and only known Middle Passage, out of Angola, arrived at 
the port of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.

The Duque de Victoria, master A.J. Santos, on its second of two known Middle Passages, having sailed 
out of Angola during February 1840 with a cargo of 420 enslaved Africans, also arrived at the port of Rio 
de Janeiro.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: A somewhat more sincere and determined
effort to enforce the slave-trade laws now followed; and yet it
is a significant fact that not until Lincoln’s administration
did a slave-trader suffer death for violating the laws of the
United States. The participation of Americans in the trade
continued, declining somewhat between 1825 and 1830, and then
reviving, until it reached its highest activity between 1840 and
1860. The development of a vast internal slave-trade, and the
consequent rise in the South of vested interests strongly
opposed to slave smuggling, led to a falling off in the illicit
introduction of Negroes after 1825, until the fifties;
nevertheless, smuggling never entirely ceased, and large numbers
were thus added to the plantations of the Gulf States.
Monroe had various constitutional scruples as to the execution
of the Act of 1819;1996 but, as Congress took no action, he at
last put a fair interpretation on his powers, and appointed
Samuel Bacon as an agent in Africa to form a settlement for
recaptured Africans. Gradually the agency thus formed became
merged with that of the Colonization Society on Cape Mesurado;
and from this union Liberia was finally evolved.1997

Meantime, during the years 1818 to 1820, the activity of the
slave-traders was prodigious. General James Tallmadge declared
in the House, February 15, 1819: “Our laws are already highly
penal against their introduction, and yet, it is a well known
fact, that about fourteen thousand slaves have been brought into
our country this last year.”1998 In the same year Middleton of
South Carolina and Wright of Virginia estimated illicit
introduction at 13,000 and 15,000 respectively.1999 Judge Story,
in charging a jury, took occasion to say: “We have but too many
proofs from unquestionable sources, that it [the slave-trade]
is still carried on with all the implacable rapacity of former
times. Avarice has grown more subtle in its evasions, and
watches and seizes its prey with an appetite quickened rather
than suppressed by its guilty vigils. American citizens are
steeped to their very mouths (I can hardly use too bold a figure)
in this stream of iniquity.”2000 The following year, 1820,

1996. Attorney-General Wirt advised him, October, 1819, that no part of the appropriation could be used to purchase land in Africa 
or tools for the Negroes, or as salary for the agent: OPINIONS OF ATTORNEYS-GENERAL, I. 314-7. Monroe laid the case before 
Congress in a special message Dec. 20, 1819 (HOUSE JOURNAL, 16th Congress 1st session, page 57); but no action was taken there.
1997. Cf. Kendall’s Report, August, 1830: SENATE DOCUMENT, 21st Congress 2d session, I. No. 1, pages 211-8; also see below, 
Chapter X.
1998. Speech in the House of Representatives, Feb. 15, 1819, page 18; published in Boston, 1849.
1999. Jay, INQUIRY INTO AMERICAN COLONIZATION (1838), page 59, note.
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brought some significant statements from various members of
Congress. Said Smith of South Carolina: “Pharaoh was, for his
temerity, drowned in the Red Sea, in pursuing them [the
Israelites] contrary to God’s express will; but our Northern
friends have not been afraid even of that, in their zeal to
furnish the Southern States with Africans. They are better
seamen than Pharaoh, and calculate by that means to elude the
vigilance of Heaven; which they seem to disregard, if they can
but elude the violated laws of their country.”2001 As late as May
he saw little hope of suppressing the traffic.2002 Sergeant of
Pennsylvania declared: “It is notorious that, in spite of the
utmost vigilance that can be employed, African negroes are
clandestinely brought in and sold as slaves.”2003 Plumer of New
Hampshire stated that “of the unhappy beings, thus in violation
of all laws transported to our shores, and thrown by force into
the mass of our black population, scarcely one in a hundred is
ever detected by the officers of the General Government, in a
part of the country, where, if we are to believe the statement
of Governor Rabun, ‘an officer who would perform his duty, by
attempting to enforce the law [against the slave trade] is, by
many, considered as an officious meddler, and treated with
derision and contempt;’ ... I have been told by a gentleman, who
has attended particularly to this subject, that ten thousand
slaves were in one year smuggled into the United States; and
that, even for the last year, we must count the number not by
hundreds, but by thousands.”2004 In 1821 a committee of Congress
characterized prevailing methods as those “of the grossest fraud
that could be practised to deceive the officers of
government.”2005 Another committee, in 1822, after a careful
examination of the subject, declare that they “find it
impossible to measure with precision the effect produced upon
the American branch of the slave trade by the laws above
mentioned, and the seizures under them. They are unable to
state, whether those American merchants, the American capital
and seamen which heretofore aided in this traffic, have
abandoned it altogether, or have sought shelter under the flags
of other nations.” They then state the suspicious circumstance
that, with the disappearance of the American flag from the
traffic, “the trade, notwithstanding, increases annually, under
the flags of other nations.” They complain of the spasmodic
efforts of the executive. They say that the first United States
cruiser arrived on the African coast in March, 1820, and
remained a “few weeks;” that since then four others had in two
years made five visits in all; but “since the middle of last
November, the commencement of the healthy season on that coast,
no vessel has been, nor, as your committee is informed, is, under
orders for that service.”2006 The United States African agent,

2000. Quoted in Friends’ FACTS AND OBSERVATIONS ON THE SLAVE TRADE (ed. 1841), pages 7-8.
2001. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 16th Congress 1st session, pages 270-1.
2002. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 16th Congress 1st session, page 698.
2003. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 16th Congress 1st session, page 1207.
2004. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 16th Congress 1st session, page 1433.
2005. Referring particularly to the case of the slaver “Plattsburg.” Cf. HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress 1st session, II. No. 92, page 
10.
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Ayres, reported in 1823: “I was informed by an American officer
who had been on the coast in 1820, that he had boarded 20
American vessels in one morning, lying in the port of Gallinas,
and fitted for the reception of slaves. It is a lamentable fact,
that most of the harbours, between the Senegal and the line,
were visited by an equal number of American vessels, and for the
sole purpose of carrying away slaves. Although for some years
the coast had been occasionally visited by our cruizers, their
short stay and seldom appearance had made but slight impression
on those traders, rendered hardy by repetition of crime, and
avaricious by excessive gain. They were enabled by a regular
system to gain intelligence of any cruizer being on the
coast.”2007

Even such spasmodic efforts bore abundant fruit, and indicated
what vigorous measures might have accomplished. Between May,
1818, and November, 1821, nearly six hundred Africans were
recaptured and eleven American slavers taken.2008 Such measures
gradually changed the character of the trade, and opened the
international phase of the question. American slavers cleared
for foreign ports, there took a foreign flag and papers, and
then sailed boldly past American cruisers, although their real
character was often well known. More stringent clearance laws
and consular instructions might have greatly reduced this
practice; but nothing was ever done, and gradually the laws
became in large measure powerless to deal with the bulk of the
illicit trade. In 1820, September 16, a British officer, in his
official report, declares that, in spite of United States laws,
“American vessels, American subjects, and American capital, are
unquestionably engaged in the trade, though under other colours
and in disguise.”2009 The United States ship “Cyane” at one time
reported ten captures within a few days, adding: “Although they
are evidently owned by Americans, they are so completely covered
by Spanish papers that it is impossible to condemn them.”2010 The
governor of Sierra Leone reported the rivers Nunez and Pongas
full of renegade European and American slave-traders;2011 the
trade was said to be carried on “to an extent that almost
staggers belief.”2012 Down to 1824 or 1825, reports from all
quarters prove this activity in slave-trading.
The execution of the laws within the country exhibits grave

2006. HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress 1st session, II. No. 92, page 2. The President had in his message spoken in exhilarating tones 
of the success of the government in suppressing the trade. The House Committee appointed in pursuance of this passage made the 
above report. Their conclusions are confirmed by British reports: PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1822, Vol. XXII., SLAVE TRADE, 
Further Papers, III. page 44. So, too, in 1823, Ashmun, the African agent, reports that thousands of slaves are being abducted.
2007. Ayres to the Secretary of the Navy, Feb. 24, 1823; reprinted in FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE (1824), page 
31.
2008. HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress 1st session, II. No. 92, pages 5-6. The slavers were the “Ramirez,” “Endymion,” 
“Esperanza,” “Plattsburg,” “Science,” “Alexander,” “Eugene,” “Mathilde,” “Daphne,” “Eliza,” and “La Pensée.” In these 573 
Africans were taken. The naval officers were greatly handicapped by the size of the ships, etc. (cf. FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN 
SLAVE-TRADE (1824), pages 33-41). They nevertheless acted with great zeal.
2009. PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1821, Vol. XXIII., SLAVE TRADE, Further Papers, A, page 76. The names and description of a 
dozen or more American slavers are given: PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1821, Vol. XXIII., SLAVE TRADE, Further Papers, A, pages 
18-21.
2010. HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress 1st session, II. No. 92, pages 15-20.
2011. HOUSE DOCUMENT, 18th Congress 1st session, VI. No. 119, page 13.
2012. PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1823, Vol. XVIII., SLAVE TRADE, Further Papers, A, pages 10-11.
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defects and even criminal negligence. Attorney-General Wirt
finds it necessary to assure collectors, in 1819, that “it is
against public policy to dispense with prosecutions for
violation of the law to prohibit the Slave trade.”2013 One
district attorney writes: “It appears to be almost impossible
to enforce the laws of the United States against offenders after
the negroes have been landed in the state.”2014 Again, it is
asserted that “when vessels engaged in the slave trade have been
detained by the American cruizers, and sent into the slave-
holding states, there appears at once a difficulty in securing
the freedom to these captives which the laws of the United States
have decreed for them.”2015 In some cases, one man would smuggle
in the Africans and hide them in the woods; then his partner
would “rob” him, and so all trace be lost.2016 Perhaps 350
Africans were officially reported as brought in contrary to law
from 1818 to 1820: the absurdity of this figure is apparent.2017

A circular letter to the marshals, in 1821, brought reports of
only a few well-known cases, like that of the “General Ramirez;”
the marshal of Louisiana had “no information.”2018

There appears to be little positive evidence of a large illicit
importation into the country for a decade after 1825. It is
hardly possible, however, considering the activity in the trade,
that slaves were not largely imported. Indeed, when we note how
the laws were continually broken in other respects, absence of
evidence of petty smuggling becomes presumptive evidence that
collusive or tacit understanding of officers and citizens
allowed the trade to some extent.2019 Finally, it must be noted
that during all this time scarcely a man suffered for
participating in the trade, beyond the loss of the Africans and,
more rarely, of his ship. Red-handed slavers, caught in the act
and convicted, were too often, like La Coste of South Carolina,
the subjects of executive clemency.2020 In certain cases there
were those who even had the effrontery to ask Congress to cancel
their own laws. For instance, in 1819 a Venezuelan privateer,
secretly fitted out and manned by Americans in Baltimore,
succeeded in capturing several American, Portuguese, and Spanish
slavers, and appropriating the slaves; being finally wrecked
herself, she transferred her crew and slaves to one of her
prizes, the “Antelope,” which was eventually captured by a
United States cruiser and the 280 Africans sent to Georgia.
After much litigation, the United States Supreme Court ordered
those captured from Spaniards to be surrendered, and the others
to be returned to Africa. By some mysterious process, only 139
Africans now remained, 100 of whom were sent to Africa. The

2013. OPINIONS OF ATTORNEYS-GENERAL, V. 717.
2014. R.W. Habersham to the Secretary of the Navy, August, 1821; reprinted in FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE 
(1824), page 47.
2015. FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE (1824), page 42.
2016. FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE (1824), page 43.
2017. Cf. above, pages 126-7.
2018. FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE (1824), page 42.
2019. A few accounts of captures here and there would make the matter less suspicious; these, however, do not occur. How large 
this suspected illicit traffic was, it is of course impossible to say; there is no reason why it may not have reached many hundreds per 
year.
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Spanish claimants of the remaining thirty-nine sold them to a
certain Mr. Wilde, who gave bond to transport them out of the
country. Finally, in December, 1827, there came an innocent
petition to Congress to cancel this bond.2021 A bill to that effect
passed and was approved, May 2, 1828,2022 and in consequence
these Africans remained as slaves in Georgia.
On the whole, it is plain that, although in the period from 1807
to 1820 Congress laid down broad lines of legislation
sufficient, save in some details, to suppress the African slave
trade to America, yet the execution of these laws was criminally
lax. Moreover, by the facility with which slavers could disguise
their identity, it was possible for them to escape even a
vigorous enforcement of our laws. This situation could properly
be met only by energetic and sincere international co-
operation....2023

April: A negrero flying the Portuguese flag, the Constante, master F.M. Guimaroes, on one of its three known Middle 
Passage voyages, out of Angola with an unknown number of persons as its cargo, arrived at Rio De Janeiro, 
Brazil.
Another slaver flying that flag, the Leopoldina, master A.R. Chaves, on its first of two known Middle 
Passages, out Quelimane with a cargo of 560 enslaved Africans, arriving at Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.

2020. Cf. editorial in Niles’s Register, XXII. 114. Cf. also the following instances of pardons: — 
PRESIDENT JEFFERSON: March 1, 1808, Phillip M. Topham, convicted for “carrying on an illegal slave-trade” (pardoned twice). 
PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, I. 146, 148-9.
PRESIDENT MADISON: July 29, 1809, fifteen vessels arrived at New Orleans from Cuba, with 666 white persons and 683 
negroes. Every penalty incurred under the Act of 1807 was remitted. (Note: “Several other pardons of this nature were granted.”) 
PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, I. 179.
Nov. 8, 1809, John Hopkins and Lewis Le Roy, convicted for importing a slave. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, I. 184-5.
Feb. 12, 1810, William Sewall, convicted for importing slaves. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, I. 194, 235, 240.
May 5, 1812, William Babbit, convicted for importing slaves. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, I. 248.
PRESIDENT MONROE: June 11, 1822, Thomas Shields, convicted for bringing slaves into New Orleans. PARDONS AND 
REMISSIONS, IV. 15.
Aug. 24, 1822, J.F. Smith, sentenced to five years’ imprisonment and $3000 fine; served twenty-five months and was then pardoned. 
PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 22.
July 23, 1823, certain parties liable to penalties for introducing slaves into Alabama. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 63.
Aug. 15, 1823, owners of schooner “Mary,” convicted of importing slaves. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 66.
PRESIDENT J.Q. ADAMS: March 4, 1826, Robert Perry; his ship was forfeited for slave-trading. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 
140.
Jan. 17, 1827, Jesse Perry; forfeited ship, and was convicted for introducing slaves. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 158.
Feb. 13, 1827, Zenas Winston; incurred penalties for slave-trading. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 161. The four following cases 
are similar to that of Winston: — 
Feb. 24, 1827, John Tucker and William Morbon. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 162.
March 25, 1828, Joseph Badger. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 192.
Feb. 19, 1829, L.R. Wallace. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 215.
PRESIDENT JACKSON: Five cases. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 225, 270, 301, 393, 440.
The above cases were taken from manuscript copies of the Washington records, made by Mr. W.C. Endicott, Jr., and kindly loaned 
me.
2021. See SENATE JOURNAL, 20th Congress 1st session, pages 60, 66, 340, 341, 343, 348, 352, 355; HOUSE JOURNAL, 20th Congress 
1st session, pages 59, 76, 123, 134, 156, 169, 173, 279, 634, 641, 646, 647, 688, 692.
2022. STATUTES AT LARGE, VI. 376.
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May: The struggle which had been playing itself out in the female antislavery society repeated itself in the American 
Anti-Slavery Society. The pragmatist wing laid plans to dissolve the society, and managed before the 
convention to give away its newspaper, the Emancipator, to keep it out of the hands of the Garrisonians who 
controlled The Liberator. Special travel arrangements were made to get the Garrisonians to New-York en 
masse. A special train and steamboat (the Rhode Island) reduced the round-trip fare to $5.00 and arrangements 
were made for lodgings by renting the entirety of St. John’s Hall on Frankfort Street at $0.50 per day. 
Unfortunately, nobody had told the people at St. John’s Hall that some of their guests weren’t white, and so 
new accommodations had to be sought out on short notice with the New Englanders walking as a group on the 
New-York street and receiving an occasional rock. At the convention the next day, pandemonium broke out 
when a Garrisonian woman was nominated to serve on a committee: women were not members, the 
pragmatists protested, and therefor in the society’s constitution, the word “person” meant “man.” A voice vote 
being too close to judge, a standing vote was taken while a pragmatist minister urged that all women should 
vote against this woman. The Garrisonians won and the next day the pragmatists walked, taking the society’s 
assets, membership lists, and furniture with them (some of the society’s office furniture wound up in the home 
of a pragmatic minister). In some quarters, the split in the society was blamed on Abby Kelley’s “effrontery in 
asserting the right of her sex to an equal place with men.” The antislavery ministers formed a new organization, 

with a constitution which not only explicitly prohibited females from voting or becoming officials, but also 
explicitly denied membership to anyone who assented in the principle of non-resistance to evil.

2023. Among interesting minor proceedings in this period were two Senate bills to register slaves so as to prevent illegal 
importation. They were both dropped in the House; a House proposition to the same effect also came to nothing: SENATE JOURNAL, 
15th Congress 1st session, pages 147, 152, 157, 165, 170, 188, 201, 203, 232, 237; 15th Congress 2d session, pages 63, 74, 77, 202, 
207, 285, 291, 297; HOUSE JOURNAL, 15th Congress 1st session, page 332; 15th Congress 2d session, pages 303, 305, 316; 16th 
Congress 1st session, page 150. Another proposition was contained in the Meigs resolution presented to the House, Feb. 5, 1820, 
which proposed to devote the public lands to the suppression of the slave-trade. This was ruled out of order. It was presented again 
and laid on the table in 1821: HOUSE JOURNAL, 16th Congress 1st session, pages 196, 200, 227; 16th Congress 2d session, page 238.

SEXISM FEMINISM
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During this month a negrero flying the Portuguese flag, the Cospe-Fogo, master A.Y. da Silva, completing the 
second of its two known Middle Passages, offloaded a cargo of 145 enslaved Africans out of Angola at the 
port of Pernambuco, Brazil. Meanwhile another slaver under the same flag, the Aquila, master unknown, on 
its first of two known Middle Passages, was off-loading a cargo of 620 people out of an unknown area of Africa 
into the slave barracoon of the port of Havana (the principle of resistance to evil didn’t seem to be working all 
that effectively this month).

YOUR GARDEN-VARIETY ACADEMIC HISTORIAN INVITES YOU TO CLIMB 
ABOARD A HOVERING TIME MACHINE TO SKIM IN METATIME BACK 

ACROSS THE GEOLOGY OF OUR PAST TIMESLICES, WHILE OFFERING UP 
A GARDEN VARIETY OF COGENT ASSESSMENTS OF OUR PROGRESSION. 
WHAT A LOAD OF CRAP! YOU SHOULD REFUSE THIS HELICOPTERISH 

THE MIDDLE PASSAGE
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OVERVIEW OF THE HISTORICAL PAST, FOR IN THE REAL WORLD THINGS 
HAPPEN ONLY AS THEY HAPPEN. WHAT THIS SORT WRITES AMOUNTS, 

LIKE MERE “SCIENCE FICTION,” MERELY TO “HISTORY FICTION”: 
IT’S NOT WORTH YOUR ATTENTION.

May 4: The US Senate Bill considered the slave-trade, but the House of Representatives would not go along.

“Mr. Davis, from the Committee on Commerce, reported a bill
(Senate, No. 335) making further provision to prevent the abuse
of the flag of the United States, and the use of unauthorized
papers in the foreign slavetrade, and for other purposes.” This
passed the Senate, but was dropped in the House. SENATE JOURNAL,
26th Congress, 1st session, pages 356, 359, 440, 442; HOUSE
JOURNAL, 26th Congress, 1st session, pages 1138, 1228, 1257.

May 18, Monday: Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: “Memorial of the 
Society of Friends, upon the subject of the foreign slave trade.” –HOUSE DOCUMENT, 26 Cong. 1 sess. VI. No. 
211. (Results of certain investigations.)

Senator Daniel Webster of Massachusetts replied to Senator Calhoun in regard to a proposal to establish a 
standard nationwide procedure for the handling of bankruptcies.2024

Let me remind you, then, in the first place, Sir, that,
commercial as the country is, and having experienced as it has
done, and experiencing as it now does, great vicissitudes of
trade and business, it is almost forty years since any law has
been in force by which any honest man, failing in business, could
be effectually discharged from debt by surrendering his
property. The former bankrupt law was repealed on the 19th of
December, 1803. From that day to this, the condition of an
insolvent, however honest and worthy, has been utterly hopeless,
so far as he depended on any legal mode of relief. This state
of things has arisen from the peculiar provisions of the
Constitution of the United States, and from the omission by
Congress to exercise this branch of its constitutional power.
By the Constitution, the States are prohibited from passing laws
impairing the obligation of contracts. Bankrupt laws impair the
obligation of contracts, if they discharge the bankrupt from his
debts without payment. The States, therefore, cannot pass such
laws. The power, then, is taken from the States, and placed in

2024. Edwin P. Whipple’s THE GREAT SPEECHES AND ORATIONS OF DANIEL WEBSTER WITH AN ESSAY ON DANIEL WEBSTER AS A 
MASTER OF ENGLISH STYLE (Boston: Little, Brown, 1879).
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our hands. It is true that it has been decided, that, in regard
to contracts entered into after the passage of any State
bankrupt law, between the citizens of the State having such law,
and sued in the State courts, a State discharge may prevail. So
far, effect has been given to State laws. I have great respect,
habitually, for judicial decisions; but it has nevertheless, I
must say, always appeared to me that the distinctions on which
these decisions are founded are slender, and that they evade,
without answering, the objections founded on the great political
and commercial objects intended to be secured by this part of
the Constitution. But these decisions, whether right or wrong,
afford no effectual relief. The qualifications and limitations
which I have stated render them useless, as to the purpose of a
general discharge. So much of the concerns of every man of
business is with citizens of other States than his own, and with
foreigners, that the partial extent to which the validity of
State discharges reaches is of little benefit.
The States, then, cannot pass effectual bankrupt laws; that is,
effectual for the discharge of the debtor. There is no doubt
that most, if not all, the States would now pass such laws, if
they had the power; although their legislation would be various,
interfering, and full of all the evils which the Constitution
of the United States intended to provide against. But they have
not the power; Congress, which has the power, does not exercise
it. This is the peculiarity of our condition. The States would
pass bankrupt laws, but they cannot; we can, but we will not.
And between this want of power in the States and want of will
in Congress, unfortunate insolvents are left to hopeless
bondage. There are probably one or two hundred thousand debtors,
honest, sober, and industrious, who drag out lives useless to
themselves, useless to their families, and useless to their
country, for no reason but that they cannot be legally
discharged from debts in which misfortunes have involved them,
and which there is no possibility of their ever paying. I repeat,
again, that these cases have now been accumulating for a whole
generation.
It is true they are not imprisoned; but there may be, and there
are, restraint and bondage outside the walls of the jail, as
well as in. Their power of earning is, in truth, taken away,
their faculty of useful employment is paralyzed, and hope itself
become extinguished. Creditors, generally, are not inhuman or
unkind; but there will be found some who hold on, and the more
a debtor struggles to free himself, the more they feel
encouraged to hold on. The mode of reasoning is, that, the more
honest the debtor may be, the more industrious, the more
disposed to struggle and bear up against his misfortunes, the
greater the chance is, that, in the end, especially if the
humanity of others shall have led them to release him, their own
debts may be finally recovered.
Now, in this state of our constitutional powers and duties, in
this state of our laws, and with this actually existing
condition of so many insolvents before us, it is not too serious
to ask every member of the Senate to put it to his own conscience
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to say, whether we are not bound to exercise our constitutional
duty. Can we abstain from exercising it? The States give to their
own laws all the effect they can. This shows that they desire
the power to be exercised. Several States have, in the most
solemn manner, made known their earnest wishes to Congress. If
we still refuse, what is to be done? Many of these insolvent
persons are young men with young families. Like other men, they
have capacities both for action and enjoyment. Are we to stifle
all these for ever? Are we to suffer all these persons, many of
them meritorious and respectable, to be pressed to the earth for
ever, by a load of hopeless debt? The existing diversities and
contradictions of State laws on the subject admirably illustrate
the objects of this part of the Constitution, as stated by Mr.
Madison; and they form that precise case for which the clause
was inserted. The very evil intended to be provided against is
before us, and around us, and pressing us on all sides. How can
we, how dare we, make a perfect dead letter of this part of the
Constitution, which we have sworn to support? The insolvent
persons have not the power of locomotion. They cannot travel
from State to State. They are prisoners. To my certain
knowledge, there are many who cannot even come here to the seat
of government, to present their petitions to Congress, so great
is their fear that some creditor will dog their heels, and arrest
them in some intervening State, or in this District, in the hope
that friends will appear to save them, by payment of the debt,
from imprisonment.
These are truths; not creditable to the country, but they are
truths. I am sorry for their existence. Sir, there is one crime,
quite too common, which the laws of man do not punish, but which
cannot escape the justice of God; and that is, the arrest and
confinement of a debtor by his creditor, with no motive on earth
but the hope that some friend, or some relative, perhaps almost
as poor as himself, his mother it may be, or his sisters, or his
daughters, will give up all their own little pittance, and make
beggars of themselves, to save him from the horrors of a
loathsome jail. Human retribution cannot reach this guilt; human
feeling may not penetrate the flinty heart that perpetrates it;
but an hour is surely coming, with more than human retribution
on its wings, when that flint shall be melted, either by the
power of penitence and grace, or in the fires of remorse.
Sir, I verily believe that the power of perpetuating debts
against debtors, for no substantial good to the creditor
himself, and the power of imprisonment for debt, at least as it
existed in this country ten years ago, have imposed more
restraint on personal liberty than the law of debtor and
creditor imposes in any other Christian and commercial country.
If any public good were attained, any high political object
answered, by such laws, there might be some reason for
counselling submission and sufferance to individuals. But the
result is bad, every way. It is bad to the public and to the
country, which loses the efforts and the industry of so many
useful and capable citizens. It is bad to creditors, because
there is no security against preferences, no principle of
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equality, and no encouragement for honest, fair, and seasonable
assignments of effects. As to the debtor, however good his
intentions or earnest his endeavors, it subdues his spirit and
degrades him in his own esteem; and if he attempts any thing for
the purpose of obtaining food and clothing for his family, he
is driven to unworthy shifts and disguises, to the use of other
persons’ names, to the adoption of the character of agent, and
various other contrivances, to keep the little earnings of the
day from the reach of his creditors. Fathers act in the name of
their sons, sons act in the name of their fathers; all constantly
exposed to the greatest temptation to misrepresent facts and to
evade the law, if creditors should strike. All this is evil,
unmixed evil. And what is it all for? Of what benefit to anybody?
Who likes it? Who wishes it? What class of creditors desire it?
What consideration of public good demands it?
Sir, we talk much, and talk warmly, of political liberty; and
well we may, for it is among the chief of public blessings. But
who can enjoy political liberty if he is deprived, permanently,
of personal liberty, and the exercise of his own industry and
his own faculties? To those unfortunate individuals, doomed to
the everlasting bondage of debt, what is it that we have free
institutions of government? What is it that we have public and
popular assemblies? What is even this Constitution itself to
them, in its actual operation, and as we now administer it? What
is its aspect to them, but an aspect of stern, implacable
severity? an aspect of refusal, denial, and frowning rebuke?
nay, more than that, an aspect not only of austerity and rebuke,
but, as they must think it, of plain injustice also, since it
will not relieve them, nor suffer others to give them relief?
What love can they feel towards the Constitution of their
country, which has taken the power of striking off their bonds
from their own paternal State governments, and yet, inexorable
to all the cries of justice and of mercy, holds it unexercised
in its own fast and unrelenting grasp? They find themselves
bondsmen, because we will not execute the commands of the
Constitution; bondsmen to debts they cannot pay, and which all
know they cannot pay, and which take away the power of supporting
themselves. Other slaves have masters, charged with the duty of
support and protection; but their masters neither clothe, nor
feed, nor shelter; they only bind.
But, Sir, the fault is not in the Constitution. The Constitution
is beneficent as well as wise in all its provisions on this
subject. The fault, I must be allowed to say, is in us, who have
suffered ourselves quite too long to neglect the duty incumbent
upon us. The time will come, Sir, when we shall look back and
wonder at the long delay of this just and salutary measure. We
shall then feel as we now feel when we reflect on that progress
of opinion which has already done so much on another connected
subject; I mean the abolition of imprisonment for debt. What
should we say at this day, if it were proposed to re-establish
arrest and imprisonment for debt, as it existed in most of the
States even so late as twenty years ago? I mean for debt alone,
for mere, pure debt, without charge or suspicion of fraud or
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falsehood.
Sir, it is about that length of time, I think, since you [Hon.
Richard M. Johnson, Vice-President of the United States], who
now preside over our deliberations, began here your efforts for
the abolition of imprisonment for debt; and a better work was
never begun in the Capitol. Ever remembered and ever honored be
that noble effort! You drew the attention of the public to the
question, whether, in a civilized and Christian country, debt
incurred without fraud, and remaining unpaid without fault, is
a crime, and a crime fit to be punished by denying to the
offender the enjoyment of the light of heaven, and shutting him
up within four walls. Your own good sense, and that instinct of
right feeling which often outruns sagacity, carried you at once
to a result to which others were more slowly brought, but to
which nearly all have at length been brought, by reason,
reflection, and argument. Your movement led the way; it became
an example, and has had a powerful effect on both sides of the
Atlantic. Imprisonment for debt, or even arrest and holding to
bail for mere debt, no longer exists in England; and former laws
on the subject have been greatly modified and mitigated, as we
all know, in our States. “Abolition of imprisonment for debt,”
your own words in the title of your own bill, has become the
title of an act of Parliament.
Sir, I am glad of an occasion to pay you the tribute of my
sincere respect for these your labors in the cause of humanity
and enlightened policy. For these labors thousands of grateful
hearts have thanked you; and other thousands of hearts, not yet
full of joy for the accomplishment of their hopes, full, rather,
at the present moment, of deep and distressing anxiety, have yet
the pleasure to know that your advice, your counsel, and your
influence will all be given in favor of what is intended for
their relief in the bill before us.
Mr. President, let us atone for the omissions of the past by a
prompt and efficient discharge of present duty. The demand for
this measure is not partial or local. It comes to us, earnest
and loud, from all classes and all quarters. The time is come
when we must answer it to our own consciences, if we suffer
longer delay or postponement. High hopes, high duties, and high
responsibilities concentrate themselves on this measure and this
moment. With a power to pass a bankrupt law, which no other
legislature in the country possesses, with a power of giving
relief to many, doing injustice to none, I again ask every man
who hears me, if he can content himself without an honest attempt
to exercise that power. We may think it would be better to leave
the power with the States; but it was not left with the States;
they have it not, and we cannot give it to them. It is in our
hands, to be exercised by us, or to be for ever useless and
lifeless. Under these circumstances, does not every man’s heart
tell him that he has a duty to discharge? If the final vote shall
be given this day, and if that vote shall leave thousands of our
fellow-citizens and their families, in hopeless and helpless
distress, to everlasting subjection to irredeemable debt, can
we go to our beds with satisfied consciences? Can we lay our
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heads upon our pillows, and, without self-reproach, supplicate
the Almighty Mercy to forgive us our debts as we forgive our
debtors? Sir, let us meet the unanimous wishes of the country,
and proclaim relief to the unfortunate throughout the land. What
should hinder? What should stay our hands from this good work?
Creditors do not oppose it,—they apply for it; debtors solicit
it, with an importunity, earnestness, and anxiety not to be
described; the Constitution enjoins it; and all the
considerations of justice, policy, and propriety, which are
wrapped up in the phrase Public Duty, demand it, as I think, and
demand it loudly and imperatively, at our hands. Sir, let us
gratify the whole country, for once, with the joyous clang of
chains, joyous because heard falling from the limbs of men. The
wisest among those whom I address can desire nothing more
beneficial than this measure, or more universally desired; and
he who is youngest may not expect to live long enough to see a
better opportunity of causing new pleasures and a happiness long
untasted to spring up in the hearts of the poor and the humble.
How many husbands and fathers are looking with hopes which they
cannot suppress, and yet hardly dare to cherish, for the result
of this debate! How many wives and mothers will pass sleepless
and feverish nights, until they know whether they and their
families shall be raised from poverty, despondency, and despair,
and restored again to the circles of industrious, independent,
and happy life!
Sir, let it be to the honor of Congress that, in these days of
political strife and controversy, we have laid aside for once
the sin that most easily besets us, and, with unanimity of
counsel, and with singleness of heart and of purpose, have
accomplished for our country one measure of unquestionable good.

June: The Vice-Admiralty Court of Her Majesty’s Government on St. Helena for the trial of ship’s crews accused of 
engaging in slave trading along the west coast of Africa heard its initial case. Large numbers of negrero ships 
would be captured and brought to the court during the following decade. The ships would be sold or broken 
up while their human cargoes were being fed, clothed, and retained at the Liberated African Depot in Ruperts 
Valley. Most of the blacks who recovered would be given free passage to the West Indies or British Guiana as 
indentured labourers, although some would elect to remain as servants or at various public works. This work 
of liberating slaves would bring needed money and employment to the impoverished island, but it would 
produce also the scourge of the “White Ant.” These termites would come ashore among the timbers of a slave 
ship from Brazil that was broken up and its recovered materials stored in Jamestown. Their appetite not only 
for timbers but also for furniture, books, and papers would prove so insatiable that over the following several 
decades the rebuilding of properties in the town would be a considerable expense.

A negrero flying the Portuguese flag, the Experienca, master M. Antonio, on its second of two known Middle 
Passages, Benguela with a cargo of 387 enslaved Africans, arrived at a port in Brazil.

A slaver flying the Spanish flag, the Feliza, master Sanchez, on its one and only known Middle Passage, 
arrived at its destination, Puerto Rico.

GEOLOGY, FAUNA, FLORA ...
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A slaver flying the Spanish flag (as shown below), the Constancia, master Ponasco, on one of its four known 
Middle Passage voyages, out of an unknown area of Africa, arrived at Puerto Rico.
A slaver flying the US flag, the Crawford, master M. Brown, on its one and only known Middle Passage, 
out of Gallinas, sailing during April 1840, arrived at a port of Cuba.

A slaver flying the US flag, the Caballero, master Huffington, on its one and only known Middle Passage, 
out of Corisco, sailing during April 1840, arrived at a port of Cuba.

A slaver flying the US flag, the Hudson, master Clift, on its one and only known Middle Passage, out of 
Cabinda, sailing during April 1840, arrived at a port of Cuba (HOUSE DOCUMENT, 26th Congress, 2d session 
V, Number 115, pages 65-6).

July: A negrero flying the US flag, the Pilgrim, masters J.M. Hill and Tripp, on the first of its two known Middle 
Passage voyages, having sailed out of Cabinda during May 1840, arrived at Rio, Brazil.

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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August: A negrero flying the Portuguese flag, the Bellona, master J.F. Souza, on one of its three known Middle Passage 
voyages, out of Angola sailing during June 1840 with a cargo of 374 enslaved Africans, arriving at Campos, 
Brazil. Another slaver flying that flag, the Graciosa Vengativa, master J. Pereira, on one of its six known 
Middle Passage voyages, out of Sao Tome, arrived at Bahia, Brazil. A slaver flying the US flag, the Theophilus 
Chasa, master Coffin, on its one and only known Middle Passage, having sailed out of Gallinas during June 
1840, arrived in Cuban waters.

September: David Ruggles helped organize a national convention of black men, meeting in New Haven, Connecticut, 
which assembly was being resisted by white abolitionists as racially “exclusive in character.” Meanwhile, 
his health had declined and he was becoming virtually blind. (Could this health impairment be attributed to 
the beating he had sustained in 1838 at the hands of proslavery whites?)

A negrero flying the US flag, the Dido, master Strand, on the second of its two known Middle Passage 
voyages, having sailed out of Principe during July 1840 with a cargo somewhat racially “exclusive in 
character,” arrived in Cuban waters. A slaver flying the Portuguese flag, the Andorinha, master unknown, on 
one of its four known Middle Passage voyages, out of Angola with an enslaved cargo of 650 souls (this cargo 
being somewhat racially “exclusive in character”), arrived at the port of Alto Moirao. A slaver flying the 
Portuguese flag, the Aguia, master R.A. Lima, on one of its five known Middle Passage voyages, out of Sao 
Tome with a cargo somewhat racially “exclusive in character,” arrived at the port of Maranhao, Brazil.

November: A negrero flying the US flag, the Pilgrim, master J. Hayley, on the second of its two known Middle Passage 
voyages, sailing out of Cabinda during October 1840, arrived at Rio in Brazil. A slave ship flying the 
Portuguese flag, the Aquila, master unknown, on the second of its two known Middle Passages, out of an 
unknown area of Africa, arrived in Cuban waters.

December: Lemon Valley on St. Helena was designated as a small pox quarantine area for slaves liberated from 
negrero vessels by the Royal Navy.

Noting the apparatus riveted around his neck, of an iron collar with prongs extending above his head and atop 
this a small bell which he could not reach, a band of “blacklegs” passing by, Thomas Wilson & Co., bought 
Henry Bibb at a reduced price for speculation. These white men, gamblers, figured they could represent him 
as a nonproblematic case and pass him off on some unwary purchaser at full value. He was not granted an 
opportunity to say good-bye to his wife Malinda or his daughter, who at the time would have been five or six 
years old. These venturesome fellows would not, however, be able to retail him as planned, for his obvious 
intelligence was such as to make potential purchasers frightened that he was able to read and write. Eventually, 
unable to dispose of their purchase for a profit while vending him as a single male slave, they went back and 
attempted to purchase also his wife and daughter, so that the three could be vended as a more-valuable family 
unit less likely to be troublesome. The owner would not sell the wife and daughter. At that point Bibb struck 
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a deal with his speculative owners, that he would play dumb and cooperate in their sale of him, if in return they 
would share his sale price with him. He then arranged to be purchased by an unsuspecting half-Indian at a horse 
race in the Indian Territory of Oklahoma. The purchase price was $900 which the purchaser counted out in 
gold and silver, and true to their word the blacklegs slipped Henry his share of the windfall. This person had 
a plantation, and slaves, despite the fact that the only crops he raised were for local consumption: “he was the 
most reasonable, and humane slaveholder that I ever belonged to.... All things considered, if I must be a slave, 
I had by far, rather be a slave to an Indian, than to a white man, from the experience I have had with both.” He 
seemed to be a Presbyterian. This kind master would, however, sicken and die, and then during the funeral 
celebrations, Bibb would seize the opportunity to again steal himself away.

During this month in which Henry was again stealing himself away, a negrero flying the Portuguese flag, 
the Conceicao do Maria, master J.P. Costa, on the Middle Passage out of Angola, was arriving at the port 
of Rio De Janeiro and at the port of Pernambuco, Brazil carrying an unknown number, probably quite a few, 
of new recruits to slave status.

THE MIDDLE PASSAGE
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December 5, Saturday: Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: “Report of the 
Secretary of the Navy.” –HOUSE DOCUMENT, 26 Cong. 2 sess. I. No. 2, pp. 405, 450.

Henry Thoreau read in GERMAN LITERATURE. TR. FROM THE GERMAN OF WOLFGANG MENZEL. BY C.C. 
FELTON.... (3 volumes, Boston: Hilliard, Gray, and Company, 1840; this was Volumes 7-9 of the Reverend 
George Ripley’s SPECIMENS OF FOREIGN STANDARD LITERATURE, a 9-volume edition that had been being put 
through the presses at Hilliard, Gray since 1838). His extracts consist of quotations from Lorenz Oken and 
from Gotthilf Heinrich von Schubert.

GERMAN LITERATURE, I
GERMAN LITERATURE, II
GERMAN LITERATURE, III
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The negrero Sophia of New-York shipped 750 slaves destined for Brazil (HOUSE DOCUMENT, 29th Congress, 
1st session III, Number 43, pages 3-8).

The negrero Pilgrim of Portsmouth, New Hampshire, Solon of Baltimore, William Jones of New-York, and 
Himmaleh of New-York cleared from Rio Janeiro heading for the coast of Africa (HOUSE DOCUMENT, 29th 
Congress, 1st session III, Number 43, pages 8-12).

January: Joseph Smith proclaimed the doctrine of “baptism for the dead.” 

1841

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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The industry was born which now exists as the “Mountain of Names”: the records vault of the Genealogical 
Society of Utah, 22 miles south of Salt Lake City in the bowels of Granite Mountain, with elaborate research 
facilities available by way of the Internet:

December 6: As part of a genealogical obsession characteristic of Mormons (members of the Church 
of Jesus Christ of the Latter-Day Saints) dating to 1841 –that obsession being to force famous 
dead white people to have been saved and sent to Heaven to fulfil the fantasies of their putative 
Mormon descendants– Henry David Thoreau was on this day sealed by baptism (the “reasoning” 
process evidently being that unless such a ceremony were at least retroactively accomplished, he 
couldn’t be in Heaven to await any Mormons who happened to be his descendants, for them to 
be reunited there with him).

May 2: As part of a genealogical obsession characteristic of Mormons (members of the Church of Jesus 
Christ of the Latter-Day Saints) dating to 1841 –that obsession being to force famous dead white 
people to have been saved and sent to Heaven to fulfil the fantasies of their putative Mormon 
descendants– Henry David Thoreau was on this day sealed to his parents John Thoreau and 
Cynthia Thoreau (the “reasoning” process evidently being that unless such a ceremony were at 
least retroactively accomplished, Henry’s parents couldn’t be in Heaven to await with him any 
Mormons who happened to be descendants of the Thoreau family of Concord, to be reunited with 
them).

March 8: As part of a genealogical obsession characteristic of Mormons (members of the Church of Jesus 
Christ of the Latter-Day Saints) dating to 1841 –that obsession being to force famous dead white 
people to have been saved and sent to Heaven to fulfil the fantasies of their putative Mormon 
descendants– Henry David Thoreau was on this day sealed as having had a wife, unhelpfully 
designated as “Mrs. Henry David Thoreau” (the “reasoning” process evidently being that unless 
during his natural life he had had a wife, he couldn’t have had any legitimate descendants, and if 
he hadn’t had any legitimate descendants, none of these could have been Mormons to go to 
Heaven and be reunited there with him).
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January 20, Wednesday: Captain Charles Elliot and Commissioner Qishan of the Central Kingdom signed the 
Convention of Chuanbi (a village near Guangzhou), by which the Dynasty of Purity (Ch’ing ) ceded the 
rocky island of Hong Kong to the outer barbarians in perpetuity.2025

Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: “Message from the President ... 
communicating ... copies of correspondence, imputing malpractices to the American consul at Havana, in 
regard to granting papers to vessels engaged in the slave-trade.” –SENATE DOCUMENT, 26 Cong. 2 sess. III. 
No. 125. (Contains much information.)

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: A somewhat more sincere and determined
effort to enforce the slave-trade laws now followed; and yet it
is a significant fact that not until Lincoln’s administration
did a slave-trader suffer death for violating the laws of the
United States. The participation of Americans in the trade
continued, declining somewhat between 1825 and 1830, and then
reviving, until it reached its highest activity between 1840 and
1860. The development of a vast internal slave-trade, and the
consequent rise in the South of vested interests strongly
opposed to slave smuggling, led to a falling off in the illicit
introduction of Negroes after 1825, until the fifties;
nevertheless, smuggling never entirely ceased, and large numbers
were thus added to the plantations of the Gulf States.
[President] Monroe had various constitutional scruples as to the
execution of the Act of 1819;2026 but, as Congress took no
action, he at last put a fair interpretation on his powers, and
appointed Samuel Bacon as an agent in Africa to form a settlement
for recaptured Africans. Gradually the agency thus formed became
merged with that of the Colonization Society on Cape Mesurado;
and from this union Liberia was finally evolved.2027

Meantime, during the years 1818 to 1820, the activity of the
slave-traders was prodigious. General James Tallmadge declared
in the House, February 15, 1819: “Our laws are already highly
penal against their introduction, and yet, it is a well known
fact, that about fourteen thousand slaves have been brought into
our country this last year.”2028 In the same year Middleton of
South Carolina and Wright of Virginia estimated illicit
introduction at 13,000 and 15,000 respectively.2029 Judge Story,
in charging a jury, took occasion to say: “We have but too many
proofs from unquestionable sources, that it [the slave-trade]
is still carried on with all the implacable rapacity of former
times. Avarice has grown more subtle in its evasions, and
watches and seizes its prey with an appetite quickened rather
than suppressed by its guilty vigils. American citizens are
steeped to their very mouths (I can hardly use too bold a figure)
in this stream of iniquity.”2030 The following year, 1820,

2025. This document would later be repudiated both by the government of China and by the government of the barbarians, and both 
Elliot and Qishan would be dismissed.
2026. Attorney-General Wirt advised him, October, 1819, that no part of the appropriation could be used to purchase land in Africa 
or tools for the Negroes, or as salary for the agent: OPINIONS OF ATTORNEYS-GENERAL, I. 314-7. Monroe laid the case before 
Congress in a special message Dec. 20, 1819 (HOUSE JOURNAL, 16th Congress 1st session, page 57); but no action was taken there.
2027. Cf. Kendall’s Report, August, 1830: SENATE DOCUMENT, 21st Congress 2d session, I. No. 1, pages 211-8; also see below, 
Chapter X.
2028. Speech in the House of Representatives, Feb. 15, 1819, page 18; published in Boston, 1849.
2029. Jay, INQUIRY INTO AMERICAN COLONIZATION (1838), page 59, note.
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brought some significant statements from various members of
Congress. Said Smith of South Carolina: “Pharaoh was, for his
temerity, drowned in the Red Sea, in pursuing them [the
Israelites] contrary to God’s express will; but our Northern
friends have not been afraid even of that, in their zeal to
furnish the Southern States with Africans. They are better
seamen than Pharaoh, and calculate by that means to elude the
vigilance of Heaven; which they seem to disregard, if they can
but elude the violated laws of their country.”2031 As late as May
he saw little hope of suppressing the traffic.2032 Sergeant of
Pennsylvania declared: “It is notorious that, in spite of the
utmost vigilance that can be employed, African negroes are
clandestinely brought in and sold as slaves.”2033 Plumer of New
Hampshire stated that “of the unhappy beings, thus in violation
of all laws transported to our shores, and thrown by force into
the mass of our black population, scarcely one in a hundred is
ever detected by the officers of the General Government, in a
part of the country, where, if we are to believe the statement
of Governor Rabun, ‘an officer who would perform his duty, by
attempting to enforce the law [against the slave trade] is, by
many, considered as an officious meddler, and treated with
derision and contempt;’ ... I have been told by a gentleman, who
has attended particularly to this subject, that ten thousand
slaves were in one year smuggled into the United States; and
that, even for the last year, we must count the number not by
hundreds, but by thousands.”2034 In 1821 a committee of Congress
characterized prevailing methods as those “of the grossest fraud
that could be practised to deceive the officers of
government.”2035 Another committee, in 1822, after a careful
examination of the subject, declare that they “find it
impossible to measure with precision the effect produced upon
the American branch of the slave trade by the laws above
mentioned, and the seizures under them. They are unable to
state, whether those American merchants, the American capital
and seamen which heretofore aided in this traffic, have
abandoned it altogether, or have sought shelter under the flags
of other nations.” They then state the suspicious circumstance
that, with the disappearance of the American flag from the
traffic, “the trade, notwithstanding, increases annually, under
the flags of other nations.” They complain of the spasmodic
efforts of the executive. They say that the first United States
cruiser arrived on the African coast in March, 1820, and
remained a “few weeks;” that since then four others had in two
years made five visits in all; but “since the middle of last
November, the commencement of the healthy season on that coast,
no vessel has been, nor, as your committee is informed, is, under
orders for that service.”2036 The United States African agent,

2030. Quoted in Friends’ FACTS AND OBSERVATIONS ON THE SLAVE TRADE (ed. 1841), pages 7-8.
2031. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 16th Congress 1st session, pages 270-1.
2032. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 16th Congress 1st session, page 698.
2033. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 16th Congress 1st session, page 1207.
2034. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 16th Congress 1st session, page 1433.
2035. Referring particularly to the case of the slaver “Plattsburg.” Cf. HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress 1st session, II. No. 92, page 
10.
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Ayres, reported in 1823: “I was informed by an American officer
who had been on the coast in 1820, that he had boarded 20
American vessels in one morning, lying in the port of Gallinas,
and fitted for the reception of slaves. It is a lamentable fact,
that most of the harbours, between the Senegal and the line,
were visited by an equal number of American vessels, and for the
sole purpose of carrying away slaves. Although for some years
the coast had been occasionally visited by our cruizers, their
short stay and seldom appearance had made but slight impression
on those traders, rendered hardy by repetition of crime, and
avaricious by excessive gain. They were enabled by a regular
system to gain intelligence of any cruizer being on the
coast.”2037

Even such spasmodic efforts bore abundant fruit, and indicated
what vigorous measures might have accomplished. Between May,
1818, and November, 1821, nearly six hundred Africans were
recaptured and eleven American slavers taken.2038 Such measures
gradually changed the character of the trade, and opened the
international phase of the question. American slavers cleared
for foreign ports, there took a foreign flag and papers, and
then sailed boldly past American cruisers, although their real
character was often well known. More stringent clearance laws
and consular instructions might have greatly reduced this
practice; but nothing was ever done, and gradually the laws
became in large measure powerless to deal with the bulk of the
illicit trade. In 1820, September 16, a British officer, in his
official report, declares that, in spite of United States laws,
“American vessels, American subjects, and American capital, are
unquestionably engaged in the trade, though under other colours
and in disguise.”2039 The United States ship “Cyane” at one time
reported ten captures within a few days, adding: “Although they
are evidently owned by Americans, they are so completely covered
by Spanish papers that it is impossible to condemn them.”2040 The
governor of Sierra Leone reported the rivers Nunez and Pongas
full of renegade European and American slave-traders;2041 the
trade was said to be carried on “to an extent that almost
staggers belief.”2042 Down to 1824 or 1825, reports from all
quarters prove this activity in slave-trading.
The execution of the laws within the country exhibits grave

2036. HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress 1st session, II. No. 92, page 2. The President had in his message spoken in exhilarating tones 
of the success of the government in suppressing the trade. The House Committee appointed in pursuance of this passage made the 
above report. Their conclusions are confirmed by British reports: PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1822, Vol. XXII., SLAVE TRADE, 
Further Papers, III. page 44. So, too, in 1823, Ashmun, the African agent, reports that thousands of slaves are being abducted.
2037. Ayres to the Secretary of the Navy, Feb. 24, 1823; reprinted in FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE (1824), page 
31.
2038. HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress 1st session, II. No. 92, pages 5-6. The slavers were the “Ramirez,” “Endymion,” 
“Esperanza,” “Plattsburg,” “Science,” “Alexander,” “Eugene,” “Mathilde,” “Daphne,” “Eliza,” and “La Pensée.” In these 573 
Africans were taken. The naval officers were greatly handicapped by the size of the ships, etc. (cf. FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN 
SLAVE-TRADE (1824), pages 33-41). They nevertheless acted with great zeal.
2039. PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1821, Vol. XXIII., SLAVE TRADE, Further Papers, A, page 76. The names and description of a 
dozen or more American slavers are given: PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1821, Vol. XXIII., SLAVE TRADE, Further Papers, A, pages 
18-21.
2040. HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress 1st session, II. No. 92, pages 15-20.
2041. HOUSE DOCUMENT, 18th Congress 1st session, VI. No. 119, page 13.
2042. PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1823, Vol. XVIII., SLAVE TRADE, Further Papers, A, pages 10-11.
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defects and even criminal negligence. Attorney-General Wirt
finds it necessary to assure collectors, in 1819, that “it is
against public policy to dispense with prosecutions for
violation of the law to prohibit the Slave trade.”2043 One
district attorney writes: “It appears to be almost impossible
to enforce the laws of the United States against offenders after
the negroes have been landed in the state.”2044 Again, it is
asserted that “when vessels engaged in the slave trade have been
detained by the American cruizers, and sent into the slave-
holding states, there appears at once a difficulty in securing
the freedom to these captives which the laws of the United States
have decreed for them.”2045 In some cases, one man would smuggle
in the Africans and hide them in the woods; then his partner
would “rob” him, and so all trace be lost.2046 Perhaps 350
Africans were officially reported as brought in contrary to law
from 1818 to 1820: the absurdity of this figure is apparent.2047

A circular letter to the marshals, in 1821, brought reports of
only a few well-known cases, like that of the “General Ramirez;”
the marshal of Louisiana had “no information.”2048

There appears to be little positive evidence of a large illicit
importation into the country for a decade after 1825. It is
hardly possible, however, considering the activity in the trade,
that slaves were not largely imported. Indeed, when we note how
the laws were continually broken in other respects, absence of
evidence of petty smuggling becomes presumptive evidence that
collusive or tacit understanding of officers and citizens
allowed the trade to some extent.2049 Finally, it must be noted
that during all this time scarcely a man suffered for
participating in the trade, beyond the loss of the Africans and,
more rarely, of his ship. Red-handed slavers, caught in the act
and convicted, were too often, like La Coste of South Carolina,
the subjects of executive clemency.2050 In certain cases there
were those who even had the effrontery to ask Congress to cancel
their own laws. For instance, in 1819 a Venezuelan privateer,
secretly fitted out and manned by Americans in Baltimore,
succeeded in capturing several American, Portuguese, and Spanish
slavers, and appropriating the slaves; being finally wrecked
herself, she transferred her crew and slaves to one of her
prizes, the “Antelope,” which was eventually captured by a
United States cruiser and the 280 Africans sent to Georgia.
After much litigation, the United States Supreme Court ordered
those captured from Spaniards to be surrendered, and the others
to be returned to Africa. By some mysterious process, only 139
Africans now remained, 100 of whom were sent to Africa. The

2043. OPINIONS OF ATTORNEYS-GENERAL, V. 717.
2044. R.W. Habersham to the Secretary of the Navy, August, 1821; reprinted in FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE 
(1824), page 47.
2045. FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE (1824), page 42.
2046. FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE (1824), page 43.
2047. Cf. above, pages 126-7.
2048. FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE (1824), page 42.
2049. A few accounts of captures here and there would make the matter less suspicious; these, however, do not occur. How large 
this suspected illicit traffic was, it is of course impossible to say; there is no reason why it may not have reached many hundreds per 
year.
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Spanish claimants of the remaining thirty-nine sold them to a
certain Mr. Wilde, who gave bond to transport them out of the
country. Finally, in December, 1827, there came an innocent
petition to Congress to cancel this bond.2051 A bill to that effect
passed and was approved, May 2, 1828,2052 and in consequence
these Africans remained as slaves in Georgia.
On the whole, it is plain that, although in the period from 1807
to 1820 Congress laid down broad lines of legislation
sufficient, save in some details, to suppress the African slave
trade to America, yet the execution of these laws was criminally
lax. Moreover, by the facility with which slavers could disguise
their identity, it was possible for them to escape even a
vigorous enforcement of our laws. This situation could properly
be met only by energetic and sincere international co-
operation....2053

February: A negrero flying the Portuguese flag, the Aguia, master R.A. Lima, on one of its five known Middle Passage 
voyages, sailing out of Sao Tome during January 1841, arrived during this month at the port of Maranhao, 
Brazil. We don’t know how many enslaved people were in its cargo.

2050. Cf. editorial in Niles’s Register, XXII. 114. Cf. also the following instances of pardons: — 
PRESIDENT JEFFERSON: March 1, 1808, Phillip M. Topham, convicted for “carrying on an illegal slave-trade” (pardoned twice). 
PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, I. 146, 148-9.
PRESIDENT MADISON: July 29, 1809, 15 vessels arrived at New Orleans from Cuba, with 666 white persons and 683 negroes. 
Every penalty incurred under the Act of 1807 was remitted. (Note: “Several other pardons of this nature were granted.”) PARDONS 
AND REMISSIONS, I. 179.
Nov. 8, 1809, John Hopkins and Lewis Le Roy, convicted for importing a slave. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, I. 184-5.
Feb. 12, 1810, William Sewall, convicted for importing slaves. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, I. 194, 235, 240.
May 5, 1812, William Babbit, convicted for importing slaves. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, I. 248.
PRESIDENT MONROE: June 11, 1822, Thomas Shields, convicted for bringing slaves into New Orleans. PARDONS AND 
REMISSIONS, IV. 15.
Aug. 24, 1822, J.F. Smith, sentenced to five years’ imprisonment and $3000 fine; served twenty-five months and was then pardoned. 
PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 22.
July 23, 1823, certain parties liable to penalties for introducing slaves into Alabama. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 63.
Aug. 15, 1823, owners of schooner “Mary,” convicted of importing slaves. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 66.
PRESIDENT J.Q. ADAMS: March 4, 1826, Robert Perry; his ship was forfeited for slave-trading. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 
140.
Jan. 17, 1827, Jesse Perry; forfeited ship, and was convicted for introducing slaves. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 158.
Feb. 13, 1827, Zenas Winston; incurred penalties for slave-trading. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 161. The four following cases 
are similar to that of Winston: — 
Feb. 24, 1827, John Tucker and William Morbon. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 162.
March 25, 1828, Joseph Badger. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 192.
Feb. 19, 1829, L.R. Wallace. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 215.
PRESIDENT JACKSON: Five cases. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 225, 270, 301, 393, 440.
The above cases were taken from manuscript copies of the Washington records, made by Mr. W.C. Endicott, Jr., and kindly loaned 
me.
2051. See SENATE JOURNAL, 20th Congress 1st session, pages 60, 66, 340, 341, 343, 348, 352, 355; HOUSE JOURNAL, 20th Congress 
1st session, pages 59, 76, 123, 134, 156, 169, 173, 279, 634, 641, 646, 647, 688, 692.
2052. STATUTES AT LARGE, VI. 376.

THE MIDDLE PASSAGE
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March: During January, three slavers flying the Portuguese flag had arrived in Cuban waters, bearing cargos of black 
ancestors: the negrero Montecu, master unknown, completing its one and only known Middle Passage with a 
presently unknown number of enslaved ancestors; the Jacinto, master unknown, completing one of its three 
known Middle Passage voyages, out of an unknown area of Africa with a cargo of 377 enslaved ancestors; the 
Estrella, master unknown, completing its one and only known Middle Passage, with a cargo of 311 enslaved 
ancestors.

In this month a negrero flying the Spanish flag (as shown below), the Corina, master F. Galindez, on its one 
and only known Middle Passage, delivered a cargo of 190 enslaved Africans into the barracoon at Juraga, 
Cuba. Another slaver, one flying the Portuguese flag, the Graciosa Vengativa, master J. Manuel, on one of its 
six known Middle Passage voyages, out of Principe with a cargo of 61 enslaved Africans, arrived at Bahia, 

2053. Among interesting minor proceedings in this period were two Senate bills to register slaves so as to prevent illegal 
importation. They were both dropped in the House; a House proposition to the same effect also came to nothing: SENATE JOURNAL, 
15th Congress 1st session, pages 147, 152, 157, 165, 170, 188, 201, 203, 232, 237; 15th Congress 2d session, pages 63, 74, 77, 202, 
207, 285, 291, 297; HOUSE JOURNAL, 15th Congress 1st session, page 332; 15th Congress 2d session, pages 303, 305, 316; 16th 
Congress 1st session, page 150. Another proposition was contained in the Meigs resolution presented to the House, Feb. 5, 1820, 
which proposed to devote the public lands to the suppression of the slave-trade. This was ruled out of order. It was presented again 
and laid on the table in 1821: HOUSE JOURNAL, 16th Congress 1st session, pages 196, 200, 227; 16th Congress 2d session, page 238.

THE MIDDLE PASSAGE
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TAPPAN FAM
Brazil.

Late in the month, Antonio (the slave of the Spaniards aboard La Amistad, who as an undoubted slave whose 
ownership papers were in good order had been ordered returned to his white owners and to Cuba), consulted 
with Lewis Tappan in New Haven:

Antonio soon appeared at the Tappan home, and the businessman activist had already contacted the 
Underground Railroad’s “Committee of Vigilance” on his behalf.2054

Here is the list of people now believed to have been active in the Underground Railroad in the state of New 
York, by county of residence:

2054. The score for such businessman activists during this month was, it would seem, -250.

ILY
I advised him to leave & go where he pleased.
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A painting....:In “Barco Negrero” in 1976, Manuel Mendive used the X-ray vision of an artist to depict the contents of the interior decks of a slaver vessel.
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Albany County:
Chaplin, General William L.
Delavan, E.C.
Goodwin
Jackson, Dr. J.C.
Mott, Abigail
Mott, Lydia
Myers, Stephen
Williams

Allegany County:
Case, Deacon

Cattaraugus County:
Chapman, Captain
Cooper, William
Welles

Chautauqua County:
Andrew
Cranston
Frink, Reverend
Knowlton
Little, John
Pettit, Dr. J.
Pettit, Eber M.

Chemung County:
Jones, John W.
Langdon, Jervis

Chenango County:
Berry, Colonel

Erie County:
Aldrich
Barker, Gideon
Haywood, Honorable William
Johnson, Geo. W.
Moore, Deacon Henry
Williams
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Genesee County:
Brewster, Judge
Comstock, Deacon
Huftelen, E.
McDonald, Daniel

Livingston County:
Sleeper, Colonel Reuben

Madison County:
Jarvis, Dr.
Smith, Honorable Gerrit

Monroe County:
Anthony, Asa
Anthony, Daniel
Anthony, Mary
Avery, George A.
Bishop, W.G.
Bloss, William C.
Boatwick, Nelson
Carpenter
Croffts, Mrs.
Degarmo
Dolley, Dr.
Douglass, Frederick
Doy, Dr. John
Falls, William S.
Fish, Benjamin
Fish, Mrs. Sarah
Gibbs, Isaac
Gilbert, Grove S.
Hallowell, Mary
Hallowell, William
Humphry, George H.
Husbands, J.D.
James, Thomas
Kedzie, John
Marsh, Joseph
Moore, Lindley Murray
Morris, J.P.
Porter, Samuel D.
Post, Amy
Post, Isaac
Quinby, Henry
Sampson, A.S.
Sherman, Dr.
Thayer, George
Williams, Captain
Williams, E.C.

New-York:
Briggs
Downing, George T.
Gibbs
Hopper, Isaac T.
Johnson, Oliver
Pennington, Ray
Reverend Charles B. ?
Ruggles. David
Smith, Dr. McCune
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Niagara County:
Binmore, Thomas
Childs, W.H.
Richardson, M.C
Spauling, Lyman

Oneida County:
Stewart, Alvan

Onondaga County:
Barbour
Bates, Abaer
Carson
Lee, Reverend Luther
Logoen, Reverend J.W.
May, Reverend Samuel J.
Minor, Reverend Ovid
Wheaton, Charles

Oswego County:
Bragdon, George L.
Fox, Edward
French
Jackson, James C.
Salmon, George
Salmon, William Lyman
Stevens, Ard. H.
Wing, Asa S.

Rensselaer County:
Hooper, John H.
Shipherd, Reverend Fayette

Steuben County:
Balcom, Judge
Thacher, Judge Otis

Ulster County:
Chase
Colby, Colonel

Wyoming County:
Andrews, Josiah
Breck, Allen Y.
Chapin, Willard J.
Frank, Dr. Augustus
Galusha, Reverend Ellin
Gates, Seth M.
Lyman, R. W.
McKay, F. C. D.
Miller, Frank
Poenix, Samuel F.
Shepard, Colonel Charles O.
Waldo, H.N.
Young, Andrew W.
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March 3, Wednesday: Closing of the 2d (lame duck) session of the US House of Representatives. Human enslavement 
was still legal in these United States of America, the land of the free and home of the brave.

Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: “Search or Seizure of American 
Vessels, etc.: Message from the President ... transmitting a report from the Secretary of State, in relation to 
seizures or search of American vessels on the coast of Africa, etc.” –HOUSE DOCUMENT, 26 Cong. 2 sess. V. 
No. 115 (elaborate correspondence). See also HOUSE DOCUMENT, 27 Cong. 1 sess. No. 34; HOUSE REPORTS, 
27 Cong. 3 sess. III. No. 283, pp. 478-755 (correspondence).

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: In 1839 Pope Gregory XVI. stigmatized
the slave-trade “as utterly unworthy of the Christian name;” and
at the same time, although proscribed by the laws of every
civilized State, the trade was flourishing with pristine vigor.
Great advantage was given the traffic by the fact that the United
States, for two decades after the abortive attempt of 1824,
refused to co-operate with the rest of the civilized world, and
allowed her flag to shelter and protect the slave-trade. If a
fully equipped slaver sailed from New York, Havana, Rio Janeiro,
or Liverpool, she had only to hoist the stars and stripes in
order to proceed unmolested on her piratical voyage; for there
was seldom a United States cruiser to be met with, and there
were, on the other hand, diplomats at Washington so jealous of
the honor of the flag that they would prostitute it to crime
rather than allow an English or a French cruiser in any way to
interfere. Without doubt, the contention of the United States
as to England’s pretensions to a Right of Visit was technically
correct. Nevertheless, it was clear that if the slave-trade was
to be suppressed, each nation must either zealously keep her
flag from fraudulent use, or, as a labor-saving device, depute
to others this duty for limited places and under special
circumstances. A failure of any one nation to do one of these
two things meant that the efforts of all other nations were to
be fruitless. The United States had invited the world to join
her in denouncing the slave-trade as piracy; yet, when such a
pirate was waylaid by an English vessel, the United States
complained or demanded reparation. The only answer which this
country for years returned to the long-continued exposures of
American slave-traders and of the fraudulent use of the American
flag, was a recital of cases where Great Britain had gone beyond
her legal powers in her attempt to suppress the slave-trade.2055

In the face of overwhelming evidence to the contrary, Secretary
of State Forsyth declared, in 1840, that the duty of the United
States in the matter of the slave-trade “has been faithfully
performed, and if the traffic still exists as a disgrace to
humanity, it is to be imputed to nations with whom Her Majesty’s
Government has formed and maintained the most intimate
connexions, and to whose Governments Great Britain has paid for
the right of active intervention in order to its complete
extirpation.”2056 So zealous was Stevenson, our minister to

2055. Cf. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, from 1836 to 1842.
2056. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1839-40, page 940.
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England, in denying the Right of Search, that he boldly informed
Palmerston, in 1841, “that there is no shadow of pretence for
excusing, much less justifying, the exercise of any such right.
That it is wholly immaterial, whether the vessels be equipped
for, or actually engaged in slave traffic or not, and
consequently the right to search or detain even slave vessels,
must be confined to the ships or vessels of those nations with
whom it may have treaties on the subject.”2057 Palmerston
courteously replied that he could not think that the United
States seriously intended to make its flag a refuge for slave-
traders;2058 and Aberdeen pertinently declared: “Now, it can
scarcely be maintained by Mr. Stevenson that Great Britain
should be bound to permit her own subjects, with British vessels
and British capital, to carry on, before the eyes of British
officers, this detestable traffic in human beings, which the law
has declared to be piracy, merely because they had the audacity
to commit an additional offence by fraudulently usurping the
American flag.”2059 Thus the dispute, even after the advent of
Webster, went on for a time, involving itself in metaphysical
subtleties, and apparently leading no nearer to an
understanding.2060

In 1838 a fourth conference of the powers for the consideration
of the slave-trade took place at London. It was attended by
representatives of England, France, Russia, Prussia, and
Austria. England laid the projet of a treaty before them, to which
all but France assented. This so-called Quintuple Treaty, signed
December 20, 1841, denounced the slave-trade as piracy, and
declared that “the High Contracting Parties agree by common
consent, that those of their ships of war which shall be provided
with special warrants and orders ... may search every merchant-
vessel belonging to any one of the High Contracting Parties
which shall, on reasonable grounds, be suspected of being
engaged in the traffic in slaves.” All captured slavers were to
be sent to their own countries for trial.2061

While the ratification of this treaty was pending, the United
States minister to France, Lewis Cass, addressed an official
note to Guizot at the French foreign office, protesting against
the institution of an international Right of Search, and rather
grandiloquently warning the powers against the use of force to
accomplish their ends. This extraordinary epistle, issued on the
minister’s own responsibility, brought a reply denying that the
creation of any “new principle of international law, whereby the
vessels even of those powers which have not participated in the
arrangement should be subjected to the right of search,” was
ever intended, and affirming that no such extraordinary
interpretation could be deduced from the Convention. Moreover,
M. Guizot hoped that the United States, by agreeing to this
treaty, would “aid, by its most sincere endeavors, in the
definitive abolition of the trade.”2062 Cass’s theatrical

2057. HOUSE DOCUMENT, 27th Congress 1st session, No. 34, pages 5-6.
2058. SENATE DOCUMENT, 29th Congress 1st session, VIII. No. 377, page 56.
2059. SENATE DOCUMENT, 29th Congress 1st session, VIII. No. 377, page 72.
2060. SENATE DOCUMENT, 29th Congress 1st session, VIII. No. 377, pages 133-40, etc.
2061. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1841-2, page 269 ff.
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protest was, consciously or unconsciously, the manifesto of that
growing class in the United States who wanted no further
measures taken for the suppression of the slave-trade; toward
that, as toward the institution of slavery, this party favored
a policy of strict laissez-faire.

 March 3: It is a strangely healthy sound for these disjointed times.– It is a rare soundness when cow-
bells and horns are heard from over the fields– And now I see the beauty and full meaning of that word sound.
Nature always possesses a certain sonorousness, as in the hum of insects –the booming of ice –the crowing of
cocks in the morning and the barking of dogs in the night –which indicates her sound state. God’s voice is but
a clear bell sound. I drink in a wonderful health –a cordial– in sound. The effect of the slightest tinkling in the
horizon measures my own soundness. I thank God for sound it always mounts, and makes me mount. I think I
will not trouble myself for any wealth, when I can be so cheaply enriched, Here I contemplate to drudge that I
may own a farm –and may have such a limitless estate for the listening. All good things are cheap –all bad are
very dear.2063

2062. SENATE DOCUMENT, 29th Congress 1st session, VIII. No. 377, page 201.
2063. William M. White’s version of the above journal entry is:

Nature always possesses a certain sonorousness,

As in the hum of insects,

The booming of ice, the crowing of cocks in the morning,

And the barking of dogs in the night,

Which indicates her sound state.

God’s voice is but a clear bell sound.

I drink in a wonderful health,

A cordial, in sound.

The effect of the slightest tinkling in the horizon

Measures my own soundness.

I thank God for sound;

It always mounts,

And makes me mount.

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY

HDT WHAT? INDEX
March 9, Tuesday: Justice Joseph Story read the decision of the Supreme Court. According to page 194 of the 
revised paperback edition of 1988 of Howard Jones’s 1987 monograph MUTINY ON THE AMISTAD: THE SAGE 
OF A SLAVE REVOLT AND ITS IMPACT ON AMERICAN ABOLITION, LAW AND DIPLOMACY (Oxford UP), there 
was really not much to celebrate in the final freeing of the La Amistad  blacks. The injustices perpetrated upon 
them in the international slave trade had not been repaired:

This case had begun less than 10 years after Nat Turner and his rebels had rocked the nation with a slave revolt 
in Southampton County, and in another 15 years, this same court would rule in Dred Scott v. Sandford that 
people of the “Negro African race” were “regarded as beings ... so far inferior, that they had no rights which 
the white man was bound to respect.” How then, can one reconcile the seemingly liberating message of 
The U.S. v. The Libelants, etc., of the Schooner Amistad with the damning repression to be voiced in Dred Scott 
v. Sandford?

To read the actual opinion of the court offers us invaluable insights and answers this question. 

Justice Joseph Story, who wrote the opinion in the case, left little room for the popular illusion that the Amistad 
case was about slavery — it was really a cast that was all about, and only about, international law:

It was merely international law, and the facts of the case, that had determined the outcome:

The situation, Justice Story wrote, was that since the negroes had been “transported from Africa, in violation 
of the laws of the United States” and in violation of the “law of Spain itself,” they had therefore never been 
lawfully enslaved and thus they still retained their right to take action to free themselves from their restraints.
Had their enslavement been proper and real, they would have been wrong to have done what they had done.
But their enslavement had not been proper and real. Their enslavers had violated the rules and regs of proper 
enslavement.

[M]ore than a third of the captives were dead and the survivors had
suffered all manner of indignities. Denied bail, the 36 male captives
had undergone 18 months of incarceration in a dingy and unsanitary room
that measured a bare 20 by 30 feet and contained cribs arranged in rows
as beds. Furthermore, they had been treated like caged animals on
display before fascinated Connecticut citizens who, in the carnival
spirit of the age of P.T. Barnum, paid a few cents to gaze on the so-
called savages as cannibals and tattooed pagans rather than human
beings held captive thousands of miles from home.

If these negroes were, at the time, lawfully held as slaves under the
laws of Spain, and recognized by those laws as property capable of being
lawfully bought and sold, we see no reason why they may not justly be
deemed within the intent of the treaty to be included under the
domination of merchandise, and, as such, ought to be restored to the
claimants;...

Nothing is more clear in the law of nations, as an established rule to
regulate their rights and duties, and intercourse, than the doctrine
that the ship’s papers are but prima facie evidence, and that, if they
are shown to be fraudulent, they are not to be held proof of any valid
title.
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There was no particular negative reaction in the South when the decision of the Supreme Court was 
announced. By right the schooner Amistad should have remained the property of the blacks who had rightfully 
seized her on the high seas, their “lawful prize of war” — but the white American abolitionists who had 
managed this case had had no interest whatever in securing to these blacks their property. By right the captives 
should have been entitled to reparations for the period in which they had languished in their kidnapped 
condition, and for the period in which they had languished in the American jail. But no such reparations ever 
would be so much as considered. The interest of the white American abolitionists was not in doing right by 
these black individuals; the interest of the white American abolitionists was merely in using these black 
individuals as grist for an argument that these white men were having between one another. It wouldn’t occur 
to them to ask that the court give back to the blacks the valuable schooner which had acknowledgedly been 
their legitimate prize.

April: A negrero flying the Portuguese flag, the Gabriel, master unknown, on its second of two known Middle 
Passages, out of Gallinas with a cargo of 344 enslaved Africans, arrived at the port of Canisti.

May: A negrero flying the Portuguese flag, the Aguila, master unknown, on its first of two known Middle Passages, 
out of an unknown area of Africa with a cargo of 450 enslaved Africans, arrived at the port of Cabanas, Cuba.

 June: Alleging that the international traffic in slaves was on the increase, President Andrew Jackson asked the 
US House of Representatives to suppress it by means of the most “vigorous efforts.”

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: The enhanced price of slaves throughout
the American slave market, brought about by the new industrial
development and the laws against the slave-trade, was the
irresistible temptation that drew American capital and
enterprise into that traffic. In the United States, in spite of
the large interstate traffic, the average price of slaves rose
from about $325 in 1840, to $360 in 1850, and to $500 in 1860.2064

Brazil and Cuba offered similar inducements to smugglers, and
the American flag was ready to protect such pirates. As a result,
the American slave-trade finally came to be carried on
principally by United States capital, in United States ships,
officered by United States citizens, and under the United States
flag.
Executive reports repeatedly acknowledged this fact. In 1839 “a
careful revision of these laws” is recommended by the President,
in order that “the integrity and honor of our flag may be
carefully preserved.”2065 In June, 1841, the President declares:
“There is reason to believe that the traffic is on the increase,”
and advocates “vigorous efforts.”2066 His message in December of
the same year acknowledges: “That the American flag is grossly
abused by the abandoned and profligate of other nations is but

2064. Cf. United States census reports; and Olmsted, COTTON KINGDOM.
2065. HOUSE JOURNAL, 26th Congress, 1st session, page 118.
2066. HOUSE JOURNAL, 27th Congress, 1st session, pages 31, 184.
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too probable.”2067 The special message of 1845 explains at length
that “it would seem” that a regular policy of evading the laws
is carried on: American vessels with the knowledge of the owners
are chartered by notorious slave dealers in Brazil, aided by
English capitalists, with this intent.2068 The message of 1849
“earnestly” invites the attention of Congress “to an amendment
of our existing laws relating to the African slave-trade, with
a view to the effectual suppression of that barbarous traffic.
It is not to be denied,” continues the message, “that this trade
is still, in part, carried on by means of vessels built in the
United States, and owned or navigated by some of our
citizens.”2069 Governor Buchanan of Liberia reported in 1839:
“The chief obstacle to the success of the very active measures
pursued by the British government for the suppression of the
slave-trade on the coast, is the American flag. Never was the proud
banner of freedom so extensively used by those pirates upon
liberty and humanity, as at this season.”2070 One well-known
American slaver was boarded fifteen times and twice taken into
port, but always escaped by means of her papers.2071 Even
American officers report that the English are doing all they
can, but that the American flag protects the trade.2072 The
evidence which literally poured in from our consuls and
ministers at Brazil adds to the story of the guilt of the United
States.2073 It was proven that the participation of United States
citizens in the trade was large and systematic. One of the most
notorious slave merchants of Brazil said: “I am worried by the
Americans, who insist upon my hiring their vessels for slave-
trade.”2074 Minister Proffit stated, in 1844, that the “slave-
trade is almost entirely carried on under our flag, in American-
built vessels.”2075 So, too, in Cuba: the British commissioners
affirm that American citizens were openly engaged in the
traffic; vessels arrived undisguised at Havana from the United
States, and cleared for Africa as slavers after an alleged
sale.2076 The American consul, Trist, was proven to have
consciously or unconsciously aided this trade by the issuance
of blank clearance papers.2077

The presence of American capital in these enterprises, and the
connivance of the authorities, were proven in many cases and

2067. HOUSE JOURNAL, 27th Congress, 2d session, pages 14, 15, 86, 113.
2068. SENATE JOURNAL, 28th Congress, 2d session, pages 191, 227.
2069. HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENTS, 31st Congress, 1st session, III. pt. I. No. 5, page 7.
2070. Foote, AFRICA AND THE AMERICAN FLAG, page 152.
2071. Foote, AFRICA AND THE AMERICAN FLAG, pages 152-3.
2072. Foote, AFRICA AND THE AMERICAN FLAG, page 241.
2073. Cf. e.g. HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 28th Congress, 2d session, IV. pt. I. No. 148; 29th Congress, 1st session, III. No. 43; HOUSE 
EXECUTIVE DOCUMENTS, 30th Congress, 2d session, VII. No. 61; SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENTS, 30th Congress, 1st session, IV. 
No. 28; 31st Congress, 2d session, II. No. 6; 33d Congress, 1st session, VIII. No. 47.
2074. Foote, AFRICA AND THE AMERICAN FLAG, page 218.
2075. Foote, AFRICA AND THE AMERICAN FLAG, page 221.
2076. Palmerston to Stevenson: HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 26th Congress, 2d session, V. No. 115, page 5. In 1836 five such slavers were 
known to have cleared; in 1837, eleven; in 1838, nineteen; and in 1839, twenty-three: HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 26th Congress, 2d 
session, V. No. 115, pages 220-1.
2077. PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1839, Volume XLIX., SLAVE TRADE, class A, Further Series, pages 58-9; class B, Further Series, 
page 110; class D, Further Series, page 25. Trist pleaded ignorance of the law: Trist to Forsyth, HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 26th Congress, 
2d session, V. No. 115.
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known in scores. In 1837 the English government informed the
United States that from the papers of a captured slaver it
appeared that the notorious slave-trading firm, Blanco and
Carballo of Havana, who owned the vessel, had correspondents in
the United States: “at Baltimore, Messrs. Peter Harmony and Co.,
in New York, Robert Barry, Esq.”2078 The slaver “Martha” of New
York, captured by the “Perry,” contained among her papers
curious revelations of the guilt of persons in America who were
little suspected.2079 The slaver “Prova,” which was allowed to
lie in the harbor of Charleston, South Carolina, and refit, was
afterwards captured with two hundred and twenty-five slaves on
board.2080 The real reason that prevented many belligerent
Congressmen from pressing certain search claims against England
lay in the fact that the unjustifiable detentions had
unfortunately revealed so much American guilt that it was deemed
wiser to let the matter end in talk. For instance, in 1850
Congress demanded information as to illegal searches, and
President Fillmore’s report showed the uncomfortable fact that,
of the ten American ships wrongly detained by English men-of-
war, nine were proven red-handed slavers.2081

The consul at Havana reported, in 1836, that whole cargoes of
slaves fresh from Africa were being daily shipped to Texas in
American vessels, that 1,000 had been sent within a few months,
that the rate was increasing, and that many of these slaves “can
scarcely fail to find their way into the United States.”
Moreover, the consul acknowledged that ships frequently cleared
for the United States in ballast, taking on a cargo at some
secret point.2082 When with these facts we consider the law
facilitating “recovery” of slaves from Texas,2083 the repeated
refusals to regulate the Texan trade, and the shelving of a
proposed congressional investigation into these matters,2084

conjecture becomes a practical certainty. It was estimated in
1838 that 15,000 Africans were annually taken to Texas, and
“there are even grounds for suspicion that there are other
places ... where slaves are introduced.”2085 Between 1847 and
1853 the slave smuggler Drake had a slave depot in the Gulf,
where sometimes as many as 1,600 Negroes were on hand, and the
owners were continually importing and shipping. “The joint-stock
company,” writes this smuggler, “was a very extensive one, and
connected with leading American and Spanish mercantile houses.
Our island2086 was visited almost weekly, by agents from Cuba,
New York, Baltimore, Philadelphia, Boston, and New Orleans....

2078. HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 26th Congress, 2d session, V. No. 115.
2079. Foote, AFRICA AND THE AMERICAN FLAG, page 290.
2080. HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 26th Congress, 2d session, V. No. 115, pages 121, 163-6.
2081. SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENTS, 31st Congress, 1st session, XIV No. 66.
2082. Trist to Forsyth: HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 26th Congress, 2d session, V. No. 115. “The business of supplying the United States 
with Africans from this island is one that must necessarily exist,” because “slaves are a hundred per cent, or more, higher in the 
United States than in Cuba,” and this profit “is a temptation which it is not in human nature as modified by American institutions 
to withstand”: HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 26th Congress, 2d session, V. No. 115.
2083. STATUTES AT LARGE, V. 674.
2084. Cf. STATUTES AT LARGE, V., page 157, note 1.
2085. Buxton, THE AFRICAN SLAVE TRADE AND ITS REMEDY, pages 44-5. Cf. 2D REPORT OF THE LONDON AFRICAN SOCIETY, page 
22.
2086. I.e., Bay Island in the Gulf of Mexico, near the coast of Honduras.
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The seasoned and instructed slaves were taken to Texas, or
Florida, overland, and to Cuba, in sailing-boats. As no squad
contained more than half a dozen, no difficulty was found in
posting them to the United States, without discovery, and
generally without suspicion.... The Bay Island plantation sent
ventures weekly to the Florida Keys. Slaves were taken into the
great American swamps, and there kept till wanted for the
market. Hundreds were sold as captured runaways from the Florida
wilderness. We had agents in every slave State; and our coasters
were built in Maine, and came out with lumber. I could tell
curious stories ... of this business of smuggling Bozal negroes
into the United States. It is growing more profitable every
year, and if you should hang all the Yankee merchants engaged
in it, hundreds would fill their places.”2087 Inherent
probability and concurrent testimony confirm the substantial
truth of such confessions. For instance, one traveller discovers
on a Southern plantation Negroes who can speak no English.2088

The careful reports of the Quakers “apprehend that many [slaves]
are also introduced into the United States.”2089 Governor Mathew
of the Bahama Islands reports that “in more than one instance,
Bahama vessels with coloured crews have been purposely wrecked
on the coast of Florida, and the crews forcibly sold.” This was
brought to the notice of the United States authorities, but the
district attorney of Florida could furnish no information.2090

Such was the state of the slave-trade in 1850, on the threshold
of the critical decade which by a herculean effort was destined
finally to suppress it.

July: A negrero flying the Portuguese flag, the Aurelia, master unknown, on its one and only known Middle Passage, 
sailing from Bissau with a cargo of 220 enslaved Africans, arrived at the port of Santiago de Cuba.

2087. REVELATIONS OF A SLAVE SMUGGLER, page 98.
2088. Mr. H. Moulton in SLAVERY AS IT IS, page 140; cited in FACTS AND OBSERVATIONS ON THE SLAVE TRADE (Friends’ ed. 
1841), page 8.
2089. In a memorial to Congress, 1840: HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 26th Congress, 1st session, VI. No. 211.
2090. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1845-6, pages 883, 968, 989-90. The governor wrote in reply: “The United States, if 
properly served by their law officers in the Floridas, will not experience any difficulty in obtaining the requisite knowledge of these 
illegal transactions, which, I have reason to believe, were the subject of common notoriety in the neighbourhood where they 
occurred, and of boast on the part of those concerned in them”: BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1845-6, page 990.
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October: A negrero flying the Spanish flag (as shown below), the Deseada, master unknown, on its second of two 
known Middle Passages, out of an unknown area of Africa with a cargo of 210 enslaved Africans, arrived at 
Mageri, Cuba.

November: A negrero flying the Portuguese flag, the Aguia, master R.A. Lima, on one of its five known Middle 
Passage voyages, carrying enslaved people out of an unknown area of Africa, arrived at the port of Maranhao, 
Brazil.

November 7, Sunday: Aboard the negrero Creole en route from Hampton, Virginia to New Orleans, the vessel’s “cargo” 
overpowered its crew. They would sail the vessel to the port of Nassau on New Providence in the Bahamas 
where they would obtain at first asylum, and finally freedom. Great Britain would refuse to compensate the 
indignant American owners (SENATE DOCUMENT, 27th Congress, 2d session II, Number 51 and III, Number 
137).

December: A negrero flying the Portuguese flag, the Ferme, master J.P. Souza, on its one and only known Middle 
Passage, delivered a cargo of 172 enslaved Africans at the port of Maranhao, Brazil.

THE MIDDLE PASSAGE

THE MIDDLE PASSAGE

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE

THE MIDDLE PASSAGE

A painting....:In “Barco Negrero” in 1976, Manuel Mendive used the X-ray vision of an artist to depict the contents of the interior decks of a slaver vessel.
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December 4, Saturday: Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: “Report of the 
Secretary of the Navy.” –HOUSE DOCUMENT, 27 Cong. 2 sess. I. No. 2, pp. 349, 351.

In Cabul, Afghanistan, the locals cannonaded the British cantonment from the Beymaroo hills, but without any 
great damage, and that night made an unsuccessful attempt on Mahomed Shereef’s fort.

December 7, Tuesday: President John Tyler’s message was that our national government really really wanted to do 
away with the shame of the international trade in slaves — but only if it would be possible to do away with 
this shameful business without the slightest inconvenience to itself:

Though the United States is desirous to suppress the slave-
trade, she will not submit to interpolations into the maritime
code at will by other nations. This government has expressed its
repugnance to the trade by several laws. It is a matter for
deliberation whether we will enter upon treaties containing
mutual stipulations upon the subject with other governments. The
United States will demand indemnity for all depredations by
Great Britain.
“I invite your attention to existing laws for the suppression
of the African slave trade, and recommend all such alterations
as may give to them greater force and efficacy. That the American
flag is grossly abused by the abandoned and profligate of other
nations is but too probable. Congress has, not long since, had
this subject under its consideration, and its importance well
justifies renewed and anxious attention.” HOUSE JOURNAL, 27th
Congress, 2d session, pages 14-5, 86, 113.

The US House of Representatives adopted its previous set of rules, including the gag rule against any 
discussion of bringing the practice of human enslavement to an end, pending a report of its committee. (The 
President would be able to appreciate this careful stance, since he owned slaves himself.)

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: In 1839 Pope Gregory XVI. stigmatized
the slave-trade “as utterly unworthy of the Christian name;” and
at the same time, although proscribed by the laws of every
civilized State, the trade was flourishing with pristine vigor.
Great advantage was given the traffic by the fact that the United
States, for two decades after the abortive attempt of 1824,
refused to co-operate with the rest of the civilized world, and
allowed her flag to shelter and protect the slave-trade. If a
fully equipped slaver sailed from New York, Havana, Rio Janeiro,
or Liverpool, she had only to hoist the stars and stripes in
order to proceed unmolested on her piratical voyage; for there
was seldom a United States cruiser to be met with, and there
were, on the other hand, diplomats at Washington so jealous of
the honor of the flag that they would prostitute it to crime

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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rather than allow an English or a French cruiser in any way to
interfere. Without doubt, the contention of the United States
as to England’s pretensions to a Right of Visit was technically
correct. Nevertheless, it was clear that if the slave-trade was
to be suppressed, each nation must either zealously keep her
flag from fraudulent use, or, as a labor-saving device, depute
to others this duty for limited places and under special
circumstances. A failure of any one nation to do one of these
two things meant that the efforts of all other nations were to
be fruitless. The United States had invited the world to join
her in denouncing the slave-trade as piracy; yet, when such a
pirate was waylaid by an English vessel, the United States
complained or demanded reparation. The only answer which this
country for years returned to the long-continued exposures of
American slave-traders and of the fraudulent use of the American
flag, was a recital of cases where Great Britain had gone beyond
her legal powers in her attempt to suppress the slave-trade.2091

In the face of overwhelming evidence to the contrary, Secretary
of State Forsyth declared, in 1840, that the duty of the United
States in the matter of the slave-trade “has been faithfully
performed, and if the traffic still exists as a disgrace to
humanity, it is to be imputed to nations with whom Her Majesty’s
Government has formed and maintained the most intimate
connexions, and to whose Governments Great Britain has paid for
the right of active intervention in order to its complete
extirpation.”2092 So zealous was Stevenson, our minister to
England, in denying the Right of Search, that he boldly informed
Palmerston, in 1841, “that there is no shadow of pretence for
excusing, much less justifying, the exercise of any such right.
That it is wholly immaterial, whether the vessels be equipped
for, or actually engaged in slave traffic or not, and
consequently the right to search or detain even slave vessels,
must be confined to the ships or vessels of those nations with
whom it may have treaties on the subject.”2093 Palmerston
courteously replied that he could not think that the United
States seriously intended to make its flag a refuge for slave-
traders;2094 and Aberdeen pertinently declared: “Now, it can
scarcely be maintained by Mr. Stevenson that Great Britain
should be bound to permit her own subjects, with British vessels
and British capital, to carry on, before the eyes of British
officers, this detestable traffic in human beings, which the law
has declared to be piracy, merely because they had the audacity
to commit an additional offence by fraudulently usurping the
American flag.”2095 Thus the dispute, even after the advent of
Webster, went on for a time, involving itself in metaphysical
subtleties, and apparently leading no nearer to an
understanding.2096

In 1838 a fourth conference of the powers for the consideration

2091. Cf. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, from 1836 to 1842.
2092. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1839-40, page 940.
2093. HOUSE DOCUMENT, 27th Congress 1st session, No. 34, pages 5-6.
2094. SENATE DOCUMENT, 29th Congress 1st session, VIII. No. 377, page 56.
2095. SENATE DOCUMENT, 29th Congress 1st session, VIII. No. 377, page 72.
2096. SENATE DOCUMENT, 29th Congress 1st session, VIII. No. 377, pages 133-40, etc.
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of the slave-trade took place at London. It was attended by
representatives of England, France, Russia, Prussia, and
Austria. England laid the projet of a treaty before them, to which
all but France assented. This so-called Quintuple Treaty, signed
December 20, 1841, denounced the slave-trade as piracy, and
declared that “the High Contracting Parties agree by common
consent, that those of their ships of war which shall be provided
with special warrants and orders ... may search every merchant-
vessel belonging to any one of the High Contracting Parties
which shall, on reasonable grounds, be suspected of being
engaged in the traffic in slaves.” All captured slavers were to
be sent to their own countries for trial.2097

While the ratification of this treaty was pending, the United
States minister to France, Lewis Cass, addressed an official
note to Guizot at the French foreign office, protesting against
the institution of an international Right of Search, and rather
grandiloquently warning the powers against the use of force to
accomplish their ends. This extraordinary epistle, issued on the
minister’s own responsibility, brought a reply denying that the
creation of any “new principle of international law, whereby the
vessels even of those powers which have not participated in the
arrangement should be subjected to the right of search,” was
ever intended, and affirming that no such extraordinary
interpretation could be deduced from the Convention. Moreover,
M. Guizot hoped that the United States, by agreeing to this
treaty, would “aid, by its most sincere endeavors, in the
definitive abolition of the trade.”2098 Cass’s theatrical
protest was, consciously or unconsciously, the manifesto of that
growing class in the United States who wanted no further
measures taken for the suppression of the slave-trade; toward
that, as toward the institution of slavery, this party favored
a policy of strict laissez-faire.

2097. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1841-2, page 269 ff.
2098. SENATE DOCUMENT, 29th Congress 1st session, VIII. No. 377, page 201.
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Before the Regional Anti-Slavery Convention at the Freewill Baptist Church in North Scituate, Rhode Island, 
Frederick Douglass lectured in protest of the racist Dorr constitution which would obtain political 
representation for some additional white men at the expense of denying such political representation to black 
men.

(That is, of course, ironic, since the result of Douglass’s political campaigning in Rhode Island would be the 
granting of the vote to black men of property as part of a successful ploy to deny the vote to the impoverished 
Irish immigrant laborers of Pawtucket, whom Douglass detested.)
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December 20, Monday: In Afghanistan, the British Envoy had another interview with the local chieftains, who 
demanded that they surrender a portion of their guns and ammunition. The British were submitting to this 
when Lieutenant Sturt of the engineers proposed to the General that they break off such treaty negotiations and 
march forthwith to Jellalabad. The general did not accept the lieutenant’s proposal. The guns and ammunition 
were given up and the Envoy again met Akber Khan and Osman Khan on the plain. He turned over Captain 
Conolly and Captain Airey as hostages, and the Envoy sent his own carriage and horses, and a pair of pistols, 
as presents to Akber Khan. The rebel chieftain demanded that in addition a particular Arab horse, the property 
of Captain Grant, assistant adjutant-general, must be given to him.

Great Britain, Austria, Russia, Prussia, and France entered into a Quintuple Treaty (BRITISH AND FOREIGN 
STATE PAPERS, 1841-2, page 269 ff).

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: In 1839 Pope Gregory XVI. stigmatized
the slave-trade “as utterly unworthy of the Christian name;” and
at the same time, although proscribed by the laws of every
civilized State, the trade was flourishing with pristine vigor.
Great advantage was given the traffic by the fact that the United
States, for two decades after the abortive attempt of 1824,
refused to co-operate with the rest of the civilized world, and
allowed her flag to shelter and protect the slave-trade. If a
fully equipped slaver sailed from New York, Havana, Rio Janeiro,
or Liverpool, she had only to hoist the stars and stripes in
order to proceed unmolested on her piratical voyage; for there
was seldom a United States cruiser to be met with, and there
were, on the other hand, diplomats at Washington so jealous of
the honor of the flag that they would prostitute it to crime
rather than allow an English or a French cruiser in any way to

Date Right of Search
Treaty with

Great Britain,
made by

Arrangements
for Joint

Cruising with
Great Britain,

made by

1817 Portugal; Spain

1818 Netherlands

1824 Sweden

1831-33 France

1833-39 Denmark, Hanse Towns, etc.

1841 Quintuple Treaty
(Austria, Russia, Prussia)

1842 United States

1844 Texas

1845 Belgium France

1862 United States
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interfere. Without doubt, the contention of the United States
as to England’s pretensions to a Right of Visit was technically
correct. Nevertheless, it was clear that if the slave-trade was
to be suppressed, each nation must either zealously keep her
flag from fraudulent use, or, as a labor-saving device, depute
to others this duty for limited places and under special
circumstances. A failure of any one nation to do one of these
two things meant that the efforts of all other nations were to
be fruitless. The United States had invited the world to join
her in denouncing the slave-trade as piracy; yet, when such a
pirate was waylaid by an English vessel, the United States
complained or demanded reparation. The only answer which this
country for years returned to the long-continued exposures of
American slave-traders and of the fraudulent use of the American
flag, was a recital of cases where Great Britain had gone beyond
her legal powers in her attempt to suppress the slave-trade.2099

In the face of overwhelming evidence to the contrary, Secretary
of State Forsyth declared, in 1840, that the duty of the United
States in the matter of the slave-trade “has been faithfully
performed, and if the traffic still exists as a disgrace to
humanity, it is to be imputed to nations with whom Her Majesty’s
Government has formed and maintained the most intimate
connexions, and to whose Governments Great Britain has paid for
the right of active intervention in order to its complete
extirpation.”2100 So zealous was Stevenson, our minister to
England, in denying the Right of Search, that he boldly informed
Palmerston, in 1841, “that there is no shadow of pretence for
excusing, much less justifying, the exercise of any such right.
That it is wholly immaterial, whether the vessels be equipped
for, or actually engaged in slave traffic or not, and
consequently the right to search or detain even slave vessels,
must be confined to the ships or vessels of those nations with
whom it may have treaties on the subject.”2101 Palmerston
courteously replied that he could not think that the United
States seriously intended to make its flag a refuge for slave-
traders;2102 and Aberdeen pertinently declared: “Now, it can
scarcely be maintained by Mr. Stevenson that Great Britain
should be bound to permit her own subjects, with British vessels
and British capital, to carry on, before the eyes of British
officers, this detestable traffic in human beings, which the law
has declared to be piracy, merely because they had the audacity
to commit an additional offence by fraudulently usurping the
American flag.”2103 Thus the dispute, even after the advent of
Webster, went on for a time, involving itself in metaphysical
subtleties, and apparently leading no nearer to an
understanding.2104

In 1838 a fourth conference of the powers for the consideration
of the slave-trade took place at London. It was attended by

2099. Cf. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, from 1836 to 1842.
2100. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1839-40, page 940.
2101. HOUSE DOCUMENT, 27th Congress 1st session, No. 34, pages 5-6.
2102. SENATE DOCUMENT, 29th Congress 1st session, VIII. No. 377, page 56.
2103. SENATE DOCUMENT, 29th Congress 1st session, VIII. No. 377, page 72.
2104. SENATE DOCUMENT, 29th Congress 1st session, VIII. No. 377, pages 133-40, etc.
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representatives of England, France, Russia, Prussia, and
Austria. England laid the projet of a treaty before them, to which
all but France assented. This so-called Quintuple Treaty, signed
December 20, 1841, denounced the slave-trade as piracy, and
declared that “the High Contracting Parties agree by common
consent, that those of their ships of war which shall be provided
with special warrants and orders ... may search every merchant-
vessel belonging to any one of the High Contracting Parties
which shall, on reasonable grounds, be suspected of being
engaged in the traffic in slaves.” All captured slavers were to
be sent to their own countries for trial.2105

While the ratification of this treaty was pending, the United
States minister to France, Lewis Cass, addressed an official
note to Guizot at the French foreign office, protesting against
the institution of an international Right of Search, and rather
grandiloquently warning the powers against the use of force to
accomplish their ends. This extraordinary epistle, issued on the
minister’s own responsibility, brought a reply denying that the
creation of any “new principle of international law, whereby the
vessels even of those powers which have not participated in the
arrangement should be subjected to the right of search,” was
ever intended, and affirming that no such extraordinary
interpretation could be deduced from the Convention. Moreover,
M. Guizot hoped that the United States, by agreeing to this
treaty, would “aid, by its most sincere endeavors, in the
definitive abolition of the trade.”2106 Cass’s theatrical
protest was, consciously or unconsciously, the manifesto of that
growing class in the United States who wanted no further
measures taken for the suppression of the slave-trade; toward
that, as toward the institution of slavery, this party favored
a policy of strict laissez-faire.

2105. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1841-2, page 269 ff.
2106. SENATE DOCUMENT, 29th Congress 1st session, VIII. No. 377, page 201.
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The current regulations for emigration, as specified by the British parliament, were that each emigrant 
passenger was to be provided with at least 10 square feet of deck area, which space was to be not exposed but 
between decks. For provisions, each emigrant was to be issued 7 pounds of bread, biscuits, flour, oatmeal, or 
rice, or the equivalent in potatoes, per week. The regulations specifically instructed that this ration for 
emigrants was to be provided in uncooked form only. One can only imagine how wildly happy the arrival scene 
must have been:

Harriet A. Jacobs escaped from slavery and arrived in New-York, where she was promptly victimized by a 
white man who helped her. –So much for white knights rescuing damsels in distress.

1842

THE TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY
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January: The barque Gentleman reached African coastal waters and the surviving 35 of the Africans of the La Amistad 
were able to view their homeland again, nearly three years after their kidnapping.

Meanwhile a negrero flying the Stars and Stripes (name unknown, master unknown, since of course this had 
ostensibly been a capital crime since 1808 despite the fact that no USer had as yet been in any way punished 
for the activity), completing its one and only known Middle Passage, offloaded a cargo of 400 enslaved 
Africans into the barracoon at Rio, Brazil.2107

January 20, Thursday: Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: “Message from 
the President ... communicating ... copies of correspondence in relation to the mutiny on board the brig Creole, 
and the liberation of the slaves who were passengers in the said vessel.” –SENATE DOCUMENT, 27 Cong. 2 sess. 
II. No. 51. See also SENATE DOCUMENT, 27 Cong. 2 sess. III. No. 137; HOUSE DOCUMENT, 27 Cong. 3 sess. 
I. No. 2, p. 114.

Waldo Emerson delivered the 8th and final lecture of his series “On The Times” at the Masonic Temple in 
Boston: “Prospects.”

February: A negrero flying the Portuguese flag, the Mariana, master unknown, on its second of two known Middle 
Passages, out of Benguela with a cargo of 300 enslaved Africans, arrived at the port of Macae, Brazil.

2107. Our score, this month, was -365.

THE MIDDLE PASSAGE

THE LIST OF LECTURES

THE MIDDLE PASSAGE
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February 15, Tuesday: A private New-York mail delivery company issued the 1st adhesive postage stamp in the U.S.

Waldo Emerson lectured from his “On The Times” series at Franklin Hall in Providence, Rhode Island. This 
was the 4th lecture of his series.

The Reverend William Adam was elected Treasurer of the Association of Industry and Education, and Joseph 
Conant was elected its President. During this month the Reverend Adam was helping issue a “Preliminary 
Circular” describing the plan for the Association, which evidently caused Lucy Maria Kollock Brastow Mack 
and David Mack to change their minds about papers they had just signed with Brook Farm, and come to 
Northampton to reside instead. The focus of the Northampton association was going to be upon an early 
version of the Socialist dream of “from each according to his ability, to each according to his need,” in that 
each participant would contribute according to his or her ability, without recourse to any patriarchal hierarchy 
or racial division of labor, and would receive according to his or her individual need, in a spirit which was 
referred to as “equal brotherhood.” (Although the ideology of this association has been portrayed by some as 
Fourierist, by others as “middle class,” by others as “Transcendentalist,” and by others as “extreme 
perfectionist” and as “nonresistant,” their contemporary, the newspaper editor of Concord, New Hampshire, 
Nathaniel Peabody Rogers, would categorize them merely as “a peculiar body, and of peculiar individual 
character.”  The Northampton Association of Education and Industry was so advanced in its racial thinking 
that it even accepted as a member the white widow of a black man.2108)

Cass advised Webster that, since the Quintuple Treaty obligated its signers to board and search commercial 
vessels on the high seas in a manner objectionable to the USA, altering the hitherto recognized law of nations, 
he had on his own responsibility sent a warning to M. Guizot, the French Minister of Foreign Affairs, that this 
was something that we might be prepared to go to war over:

“SIR: The recent signature of a treaty, having for its object
the suppression of the African slave trade, by five of the powers
of Europe, and to which France is a party, is a fact of such
general notoriety that it may be assumed as the basis of any
diplomatic representations which the subject may fairly
require.”
The United States is no party to this treaty. She denies the
Right of Visitation which England asserts. [quotation from the
presidential message of December 7, 1841] This principle is
asserted by the treaty.
“... The moral effect which such a union of five great powers,
two of which are eminently maritime, but three of which have
perhaps never had a vessel engaged in that traffic, is
calculated to produce upon the United States, and upon other
nations who, like them, may be indisposed to these combined
movements, though it may be regretted, yet furnishes no just
cause of complaint. But the subject assumes another aspect when
they are told by one of the parties that their vessels are to

2108. Otohiko Okugawa’s “Annotated List of Communal and Utopian Societies, 1789-1919,” published as part of the DICTIONARY 
OF AMERICAN COMMUNAL AND UTOPIAN HISTORY (editor Robert S. Fogarty, Westport CT, 1980, pages 173-233), listed some 119 
communal societies established in the USA between 1800 and 1859, not counting those that existed only in “plan and prospectus.” 
This list of 119 is known, however, to be incomplete; see Dare, Philip N., AMERICAN COMMUNES TO 1860, for a more recent take. 
Evidence of previously unknown communities continues to turn up from time to time. This decade of the 1840s would turn out to 
be the key decade for the trend, with at least 59 new communities being formed, most of which would last no longer than two years.

THE LIST OF LECTURES
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be forcibly entered and examined, in order to carry into effect
these stipulations. Certainly the American Government does not
believe that the high powers, contracting parties to this
treaty, have any wish to compel the United States, by force, to
adopt their measures to its provisions, or to adopt its
stipulations ...; and they will see with pleasure the prompt
disavowal made by yourself, sir, in the name of your country,
... of any intentions of this nature. But were it otherwise, ...
They would prepare themselves with apprehension, indeed, but
without dismay —with regret, but with firmness— for one of those
desperate struggles which have sometimes occurred in the history
of the world.”
If, as England says, these treaties cannot be executed without
visiting United States ships, then France must pursue the same
course. It is hoped, therefore, that his Majesty will, before
signing this treaty, carefully examine the pretensions of
England and their compatibility with the law of nations and the
honor of the United States. SENATE DOCUMENT, 27th Congress, 3d
session, II. No. 52, and IV. No. 223; 29th Congress, 1st session,
VIII. No. 377, pages 192-5.

February 26, Saturday: The case of the Creole was giving the federal government of the United States of America a fit 
of concern, that the rights of white citizens of the sovereign state of Mississippi were being violated by insolent 
foreign powers. We might need to go to war to protect our freedom to enslave people:

The following resolutions were referred to the Committee on
Foreign Affairs in the United States Congress, House of
Representatives, May 10, 1842:
“Whereas, the right of search has never been yielded to Great
Britain,” and the brig Creole has not been surrendered by the
British authorities, etc., therefore,

§ 1. “Be it resolved by the Legislature of the State of Mississippi, That ... the
right of search cannot be conceded to Great Britain without a
manifest servile submission, unworthy a free nation....

§ 2. “Resolved, That any attempt to detain and search our vessels,
by British cruisers, should be held and esteemed an
unjustifiable outrage on the part of the Queen’s Government; and
that any such outrage, which may have occurred since Lord
Aberdeen’s note to our envoy at the Court of St. James, of date
October thirteen, eighteen hundred and forty-one, (if any,) may
well be deemed, by our Government, just cause of war.”

§ 3. “Resolved, That the Legislature of the State, in view of the
late murderous insurrection of the slaves on board the Creole,
their reception in a British port, the absolute connivance at
their crimes, manifest in the protection extended to them by the
British authorities, most solemnly declare their firm conviction
that, if the conduct of those authorities be submitted to,
compounded for by the payment of money, or in any other manner,
or atoned for in any mode except by the surrender of the actual
criminals to the Federal Government, and the delivery of the

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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other identical slaves to their rightful owner or owners, or his
or their agents, the slaveholding States would have most just
cause to apprehend that the American flag is powerless to
protect American property; that the Federal Government is not
sufficiently energetic in the maintenance and preservation of
their peculiar rights; and that these rights, therefore, are in
imminent danger.”

§ 4. Resolved, That restitution should be demanded “at all
hazards.” HOUSE DOCUMENT, 27th Congress, 2d session, IV. No. 215.

Waldo Emerson would be spending this weekend with his brother William on Staten Island, taking ferry to 
Manhattan on Monday morning to dine with Horace Greeley and Albert Brisbane of The Tribune at the 
vegetarian “Graham Boarding House.”

March: A negrero flying the Portuguese flag, the Aurelia Feliz, master unknown, on its one and only known Middle 
Passage, delivered a cargo of 380 enslaved Africans at the port of Havana, Cuba.

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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March 21: In the US House of Representatives, Representative Joshua Reed Giddings offered a series of 
resolutions regarding the case of the Creole:

§ 5. “Resolved, That when a ship belonging to the citizens of any
State of this Union leaves the waters and territory of such
State, and enters upon the high seas, the persons on board cease
to be subject to the slave laws of such State, and therefore are
governed in their relations to each other by, and are amenable
to, the laws of the United States.

§ 6. Resolved, That the slaves in the brig Creole are amenable
only to the laws of the United States.

§ 7. Resolved, That those slaves by resuming their natural liberty
violated no laws of the United States.

§ 8. Resolved, That all attempts to re-enslave them are
unconstitutional,” etc.

When it was moved, by another Representative, that these resolutions be left to lie on the table ignored, his 
motion was defeated by a vote of 125 over 53. Mr. Giddings then withdrew the resolutions. It was then moved 
to censure Mr. Giddings for having had the temerity to have proposed such resolutions — and in the end he 
was indeed censured by the house, and forced to resign his seat (HOUSE JOURNAL, 27th Congress, 2d session, 
pages 567-80).

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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May: The negrero Illinois of Gloucester, loaded with slaves,  was able to prevent itself from being boarded and 
searched by the British navy by flying an American flag, but then when it escaped it flew the Spanish flag 
(SENATE DOCUMENT, 28th Congress, 2d session IX, Number 150, page 72 ff).

The Gloucester schooner Lively, engaged in the shore cod fishery, was lost on Cape Cod. Crew saved. Owned 
by Joseph Friend & Company, valued at $800 and uninsured.

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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May 10, Tuesday: Amos Eaton died in Troy, just short of his 66th birthday.

From this day to the 13th, Frederick Douglass was speaking at the annual meeting of the American Anti-
Slavery Society in the Broadway Tabernacle of New-York.

Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: “Resolutions of the Legislature 
of the State of Mississippi in reference to the right of search, and the case of the American brig Creole.” –
HOUSE DOCUMENT, 27th Congress, 2d session IV. No. 215

“Mr. Gwin presented resolutions of the Legislature of the State
of Mississippi, against granting the right of search to Great
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Britain for the purpose of suppressing the African slave trade;
urging the Government to demand of the British Government
redress and restitution in relation to the case of the brig Creole
and the slaves on board.” HOUSE JOURNAL, 27th Congress, 2d
session, page 800.

This matter was referred to the House’s Committee on Foreign Affairs.

June:  The negrero Shakespeare, out of Baltimore, was captured by British cruisers and found to be transporting a 
cargo of 430 enslaved Africans (SENATE DOCUMENT, 28th Congress, 2d session IX, Number 150).

Two negreros flying the Portuguese flag had reached their destination ports on the coast of Brazil. 
The Duque de Braganca, master J.I. Riberio, on its one and only known Middle Passage, offloaded its cargo 
of an unknown number of human beings into the barracoon at Pernambuco. The Graciosa Vengativa, master 
J. Sabino, on one of its six known Middle Passage voyages, out of Sao Tome with 80 enslaved Africans, 
offloaded its cargo into the barracoon at Bahia.2109

2109. Clearly, there’s a terminology problem here. In an effort to resolve this terminology issue, at the Republican National 
Convention in New-York during August 2004 –at which the Republican Party would for four days make an effort to strip from its 
face its mask of hostility to the plight of the downtrodden and reveal its true countenance of benevolent conservatism and concern– 
these people would be sensitively referred to by a Hoosier Republican running for the US Senate as “involuntary immigrants.”

So, perhaps, this is a good point at which to insert a story about involuntary immigrants that has been passed on to us by Ram 
Varmha, a retired IBM engineer whose father had briefly served as Maharaja after the independence of Cochin. He relates the story 
as narrated to him by his paternal grandmother who lived in Thripoonithura, Cochin: “When my grandmother (born 1882) was a 
young girl she would go with the elder ladies of the family to the Pazhayannur Devi Temple in Fort Cochin, next to the Cochin 
Lantha Palace built by the Dutch (Landers = Lantha), which was an early establishment of the Cochin royal family before the 
administration moved to Thripoonithura. My grandmother often told us that in the basement of the Lantha Palace, in a confined 
area, a family of Africans had been kept locked up, as in a zoo! By my Grandmother’s time all the Africans had died. But, some of 
the elder ladies had narrated the story to her of ‘Kappiries’ (Africans) kept in captivity there. It seems visitors would give them fruits 
and bananas. They were well cared for but always kept in confinement. My grandmother did not know all the details but according 
to her, ‘many’ years earlier, a ship having broken its mast drifted into the old Cochin harbor. When the locals climbed aboard, they 
found a crewless ship, but in the hold there were some chained ‘Kappiries’ still alive; others having perished. The locals did not 
know what to do with them. Not understanding their language and finding the Africans in chains, the locals thought that these were 
dangerous to set free. So they herded the poor Africans into the basement of the Cochin Fort, and held them in captivity, for many, 
many years! I have no idea when the initial incident happened, but I presume it took place in the late 1700s or early 1800s. This 
points to the possibility that it was, in fact, a slave ship carrying human cargo from East Africa to either the USA or the West Indies. 
An amazing and rather bizarre story. Incidentally, this is not an ‘old woman's tale’! Its quite reliable. My grandmother would identify 
some of the older ladies who had actually seen the surviving Kappiries.”
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June 10, Friday: The Liberator.

Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: “Indemnities for slaves on 
board the Comet and Encomium: Report of the Secretary of State.” –HOUSE DOCUMENT, 27 Cong. 2 sess. V. 
No. 242.

The expedition of Charles Wilkes cast anchor at New-York. Charges would be made against their leader by 
some of his officers, but at his court-martial he would be found guilty only of having imposed illegal 
punishments — and the result would be a mere reprimand.

August: Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: “Suppression of the African 
Slave Trade — Extradition: Case of the Creole, etc.” –HOUSE DOCUMENT, 27 Cong. 3 sess. I. No. 2, pp. 105-
136. (Correspondence accompanying Message of President.)

A negrero flying the Portuguese flag, the General Espartero, master J.M. da Silva, on its second of two known 
Middle Passages, out of an unknown area of Africa, arrived at the port of Maranhao, Brazil.

August 4, Thursday: The Philadelphia Public Ledger announced that its reporters had investigated the allegations of 
the white mob –that the banner being carried by the black procession they had attacked on the anniversary of 
the emancipation of the slaves of the British West Indies on August 1st had born the motto “Liberty or Death” 
and had depicted Santo Domingo in flames with blacks massacring whites– and had found these charges to be 
without basis in fact. Sorry ’bout that.

“An Act making appropriations for the naval service,” etc. “For carrying into effect the acts for the suppression 
of the slave trade,” etc. $10,543.42 (STATUTES AT LARGE, V. 500, 501.

August 9, Tuesday: Lord Ashburton wrote eloquently to Secretary of State Daniel Webster:

Lord Ashburton to Mr. Webster.
Washington, August 9, 1842.
Sir,—The note you did me the honor of addressing me the 8th
instant, on the subject of impressment, shall be transmitted

Now hold out your hand!

THE MIDDLE PASSAGE
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without delay to my government, and will, you may be assured,
receive from them the deliberate attention which its importance
deserves.
The object of my mission was mainly the settlement of existing
subjects of difference; and no differences have or could have
arisen of late years with respect to impressment, because the
practice has, since the peace, wholly ceased, and cannot,
consistently with existing laws and regulations for manning her
Majesty’s navy, be, under the present circumstances, renewed.
Desirous, however, of looking far forward into futurity to
anticipate even possible causes of disagreement, and sensible
of the anxiety of the American people on this grave subject of
past irritation, I should be sorry in any way to discourage the
attempt at some settlement of it; and, although without
authority to enter upon it here during the limited continuance
of my mission, I entertain a confident hope that this task may
be accomplished, when undertaken with the spirit of candor and
conciliation which has marked all our late negotiations.
It not being our intention to endeavor now to come to any
agreement on this subject, I may be permitted to abstain from
noticing at length your very ingenious arguments relating to it,
and from discussing the graver matters of constitutional and
international law growing out of them. These sufficiently show
that the question is one requiring calm consideration; though I
must, at the same time, admit that they prove a strong necessity
of some settlement for the preservation of that good
understanding which, I trust, we may flatter ourselves that our
joint labors have now succeeded in establishing.
I am well aware that the laws of our two countries maintain
opposite principles respecting allegiance to the sovereign.
America, receiving every year by thousands the emigrants of
Europe, maintains the doctrine suitable to her condition, of the
right of transferring allegiance at will. The laws of Great
Britain have maintained from all time the opposite doctrine. The
duties of allegiance are held to be indefeasible; and it is
believed that this doctrine, under various modifications,
prevails in most, if not in all, the civilized states of Europe.
Emigration, the modern mode by which the population of the world
peaceably finds its level, is for the benefit of all, and
eminently for the benefit of humanity. The fertile deserts of
America are gradually advancing to the highest state of
cultivation and production, while the emigrant acquires comfort
which his own confined home could not afford him.
If there were any thing in our laws or our practice on either
side tending to impede this march of providential humanity, we
could not be too eager to provide a remedy; but as this does not
appear to be the case, we may safely leave this part of the
subject without indulging in abstract speculations having no
material practical application to matters in discussion between
us.
But it must be admitted that a serious practical question does
arise, or, rather, has existed, from practices formerly
attending the mode of manning the British navy in times of war.
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The principle is, that all subjects of the crown are, in case
of necessity, bound to serve their country, and the seafaring
man is naturally taken for the naval service. This is not, as
is sometimes supposed, any arbitrary principle of monarchical
government, but one founded on the natural duty of every man to
defend the life of his country; and all the analogy of your laws
would lead to the conclusion, that the same principle would hold
good in the United States if their geographical position did not
make its application unnecessary.
The very anomalous condition of the two countries with relation
to each other here creates a serious difficulty. Our people are
not distinguishable; and, owing to the peculiar habits of
sailors, our vessels are very generally manned from a common
stock. It is difficult, under these circumstances, to execute
laws which at times have been thought to be essential for the
existence of the country, without risk of injury to others. The
extent and importance of those injuries, however, are so
formidable, that it is admitted that some remedy should, if
possible, be applied; at all events, it must be fairly and
honestly attempted. It is true, that during the continuance of
peace no practical grievance can arise; but it is also true,
that it is for that reason the proper season for the calm and
deliberate consideration of an important subject. I have much
reason to hope that a satisfactory arrangement respecting it may
be made, so as to set at rest all apprehension and anxiety; and
I will only further repeat the assurance of the sincere
disposition of my government favorably to consider all matters
having for their object the promoting and maintaining
undisturbed kind and friendly feelings with the United States.
I beg, Sir, on this occasion of closing the correspondence with
you connected with my mission, to express the satisfaction I
feel at its successful termination, and to assure you of my high
consideration and personal esteem and regard.
ASHBURTON.
HON. DANIEL WEBSTER, &c., &c., &c.
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This treaty with Great Britain negotiated by Secretary of State Daniel Webster with Ashburton was signed at 
Washington DC. This Webster-Ashburton Treaty settled British/US boundary disputes in regard to the 
northern extents of Maine, Minnesota, and New York. The 1774 Canada/New York boundary was restored and 
Albert Smith (U. S.) and J.B B. Estcourt (Britain) were assigned to a new survey.

The treaty provided for joint American and British maintenance of squadrons on the west coast of Africa, to 
interdict the international slave trade. The blockading cruisers had a pecuniary interest in capturing the slavers 
on the high seas instead of merely interdicting their traffic, for any negreros captured on the high seas could 
be sold for prize money and this prize money divided among the officers and crew. (The result of this sort of 
ambivalently motivated blockade would be a 300% increase in slaves shipped, with 2/3ds of these human 
beings being murdered at sea to evade pursuit and capture by the blockaders, and a deterioration in the 
conditions of current slaves in America as their workload increased to compensate for the decrease in supplies 
of new slaves.)

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: The Treaty of Washington, in 1842, made
the first effective compromise in the matter and broke the
unpleasant dead-lock, by substituting joint cruising by English
and American squadrons for the proposed grant of a Right of
Search. In submitting this treaty, Tyler said: “The treaty which
I now submit to you proposes no alteration, mitigation, or
modification of the rules of the law of nations. It provides
simply that each of the two Governments shall maintain on the
coast of Africa a sufficient squadron to enforce separately and
respectively the laws, rights, and obligations of the two
countries for the suppression of the slave trade.”2110 This

Date Right of Search
Treaty with

Great Britain,
made by

Arrangements
for Joint

Cruising with
Great Britain,

made by

1817 Portugal; Spain

1818 Netherlands

1824 Sweden

1831-33 France

1833-39 Denmark, Hanse Towns, etc.

1841 Quintuple Treaty
(Austria, Russia, Prussia)

1842 United States

1844 Texas

1845 Belgium France

1862 United States

READ THE FULL TEXT
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provision was a part of the treaty to settle the boundary
disputes with England. In the Senate, Benton moved to strike out
this article; but the attempt was defeated by a vote of 37 to
12, and the treaty was ratified.2111

This stipulation of the treaty of 1842 was never properly
carried out by the United States for any length of time.2112

Consequently the same difficulties as to search and visit by
English vessels continued to recur. Cases like the following
were frequent. The “Illinois,” of Gloucester, Massachusetts,
while lying at Whydah, Africa, was boarded by a British officer,
but having American papers was unmolested. Three days later she
hoisted Spanish colors and sailed away with a cargo of slaves.
Next morning she fell in with another British vessel and hoisted
American colors; the British ship had then no right to molest
her; but the captain of the slaver feared that she would, and
therefore ran his vessel aground, slaves and all. The senior
English officer reported that “had Lieutenant Cumberland brought
to and boarded the ‘Illinois,’ notwithstanding the American
colors which she hoisted, ... the American master of the
‘Illinois’ ... would have complained to his Government of the
detention of his vessel.”2113 Again, a vessel which had been
boarded by British officers and found with American flag and
papers was, a little later, captured under the Spanish flag with
four hundred and thirty slaves. She had in the interim
complained to the United States government of the boarding.2114

Meanwhile, England continued to urge the granting of a Right of
Search, claiming that the stand of the United States really
amounted to the wholesale protection of pirates under her
flag.2115 The United States answered by alleging that even the
Treaty of 1842 had been misconstrued by England,2116 whereupon
there was much warm debate in Congress, and several attempts
were made to abrogate the slave-trade article of the treaty.2117

The pro-slavery party had become more and more suspicious of
England’s motives, since they had seen her abolition of the
slave-trade blossom into abolition of the system itself, and
they seized every opportunity to prevent co-operation with her.
At the same time, European interest in the question showed some
signs of weakening, and no decided action was taken. In 1845
France changed her Right of Search stipulations of 1833 to one
for joint cruising,2118 while the Germanic Federation,2119

Portugal,2120 and Chili2121enounced the trade as piracy. In 1844
Texas granted the Right of Search to England,2122 and in 1845

2110. SENATE EXECUTIVE JOURNAL, VI. 123.
2111. U.S. TREATIES AND CONVENTIONS (ed. 1889), pages 436-7. For the debates in the Senate, see Congressional Globe, 27 Cong. 
3 sess. Appendix. Cass resigned on account of the acceptance of this treaty without a distinct denial of the Right of Search, claiming 
that this compromised his position in France. Cf. SENATE DOCUMENT, 27 Cong. 3 sess. II., IV. Nos. 52, 223; 29th Congress 1st 
session, VIII. No. 377.
2112. Cf. W.E. Burghardt Du Bois.
2113. SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 28th Congress 2d session, IX. No. 150, page 72.
2114. SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 28th Congress 2d session, IX. No. 150, page 77.
2115. HOUSE DOCUMENT, 27 Cong. 3 sess. V. No. 192, page 4. Cf. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1842-3, page 708 ff.
2116. HOUSE JOURNAL, 27 Cong. 3 sess. pages 431, 485-8. Cf. HOUSE DOCUMENT, 27 Cong. 3 sess. V. No. 192.
2117. Cf. W.E. Burghardt Du Bois.
2118. With a fleet of 26 vessels, reduced to 12 in 1849: BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1844-5, page 4 ff.; 1849-50, page 480.
2119. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1850-1, page 953.

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY

HDT WHAT? INDEX
Belgium signed the Quintuple Treaty.2123

Discussion between England and the United States was revived
when Cass held the State portfolio, and, strange to say, the
author of “Cass’s Protest” went farther than any of his
predecessors in acknowledging the justice of England’s demands.
Said he, in 1859: “If The United States maintained that, by
carrying their flag at her masthead, any vessel became thereby
entitled to the immunity which belongs to American vessels, they
might well be reproached with assuming a position which would
go far towards shielding crimes upon the ocean from punishment;
but they advance no such pretension, while they concede that,
if in the honest examination of a vessel sailing under American
colours, but accompanied by strongly-marked suspicious
circumstances, a mistake is made, and she is found to be entitled
to the flag she bears, but no injury is committed, and the
conduct of the boarding party is irreproachable, no Government
would be likely to make a case thus exceptional in its character
a subject of serious reclamation.”2124 While admitting this and
expressing a desire to co-operate in the suppression of the
slave-trade, Cass nevertheless steadily refused all further
overtures toward a mutual Right of Search.
The increase of the slave-traffic was so great in the decade
1850-1860 that Lord John Russell proposed to the governments of
the United States, France, Spain, Portugal, and Brazil, that
they instruct their ministers to meet at London in May or June,
1860, to consider measures for the final abolition of the trade.
He stated: “It is ascertained, by repeated instances, that the
practice is for vessels to sail under the American flag. If the
flag is rightly assumed, and the papers correct, no British
cruizer can touch them. If no slaves are on board, even though
the equipment, the fittings, the water-casks, and other
circumstances prove that the ship is on a Slave Trade venture,
no American cruizer can touch them.”2125 Continued
representations of this kind were made to the paralyzed United
States government; indeed, the slave-trade of the world seemed
now to float securely under her flag. Nevertheless, Cass refused
even to participate in the proposed conference, and later
refused to accede to a proposal for joint cruising off the coast
of Cuba.2126 Great Britain offered to relieve the United States
of any embarrassment by receiving all captured Africans into the
West Indies; but President Buchanan “could not contemplate any
such arrangement,” and obstinately refused to increase the
suppressing squadron.2127

On the outbreak of the Civil War, the Lincoln administration,

2120. Portugal renewed her Right of Search treaty in 1842: BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1841-2, page 527 ff.; 1842-3, 
page 450.
2121. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1843-4, page 316.
2122. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1844-5, page 592. There already existed some such privileges between England and 
Texas.
2123. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1847-8, page 397 ff.
2124. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1858-9, pages 1121, 1129.
2125. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1859-60, pages 902-3.
2126. HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 36th Congress 2d session, IV. No. 7.
2127. HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 36th Congress 2d session, IV. No. 7.
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through Secretary Seward, immediately expressed a willingness
to do all in its power to suppress the slave-trade.2128

Accordingly, June 7, 1862, a treaty was signed with Great
Britain granting a mutual limited Right of Search, and
establishing mixed courts for the trial of offenders at the Cape
of Good Hope, Sierra Leone, and New York.2129 The efforts of a
half-century of diplomacy were finally crowned; Seward wrote to
Adams, “Had such a treaty been made in 1808, there would now
have been no sedition here.”2130

November: Three Portuguese negreros were discharging their African cargos in ports of Brazil. The Graciosa 
Vengativa, master unknown, on one of its six known Middle Passage voyages, had brought 80 enslaved 
Africans out of Puerto Praya and was offloading them at the port of Bahia, while  the Aguila, master unknown, 
on its second of two known Middle Passages, was offloading an unknown number out of an unknown area of 
Africa at the port of Maranhao, while the Leopoldina, master unknown, on its second of two known Middle 
Passages, was offloading a cargo of 800 enslaved Africans out of an unknown area of Africa at the port of 
Macae.

2128. SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 37th Congress 2d session, V. No. 57.
2129. SENATE EXECUTIVE JOURNAL, XII. 230-1, 240, 254, 256, 391, 400, 403; DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENCE, 1862, pages 141, 
158; U.S. TREATIES AND CONVENTIONS (ed. 1889), pages 454-9.
2130. DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENCE, 1862, pages 64-5. This treaty was revised in 1863. The mixed court in the West Indies had, 
by February, 1864, liberated 95,206 Africans: SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 38th Congress 1st session, No. 56, page 24.
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November 10, Thursday: The Annual Meeting of the Rhode Island Anti-Slavery Society continued in the Town Hall 
at Providence, with Frederick Douglass in attendance.

It was publicly announced that our nation had entered into a Joint-Cruising Treaty with Great Britain for the 
final suppression of the African slave-trade and for the giving up of criminals fugitive from justice.

“Treaty to settle and define boundaries; for the final
suppression of the African slave-trade; and for the giving up
of criminals fugitive from justice. Concluded August 9, 1842;
ratifications exchanged at London October 13, 1842; proclaimed
November 10, 1842.” Articles VIII., and IX. Ratified by the
Senate by a vote of 39 to 9, after several unsuccessful attempts
to amend it. U.S. TREATIES AND CONVENTIONS (1889), pages 436-7;
SENATE EXECUTIVE JOURNAL, VI. 118-32.
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December: Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: “Report of the Secretary of 
the Navy.” –HOUSE DOCUMENT, 27 Cong. 3 sess. I. No. 2, p. 532.

Professor Richard Harlan relocated from Philadelphia to New Orleans to become vice president of the 
Louisiana state medical society.

December 7, Wednesday: In a 2d round of voting in regard to the motion made by Representative John Quincy Adams 
of Massachusetts, that the gag rule against discussion on the floor of the US House of Representatives of the 
issue of human enslavement be rescinded, the vote was 91 to 90 against laying this motion on the table and 
disregarding it, and then the vote was 93 to 91 against putting such elimination to a vote.

President John Tyler addressed the federal Congress:

The treaty of Ghent binds the United States and Great Britain
to the suppression of the slave-trade. The Right of Search was
refused by the United States, and our Minister in France for
that reason protested against the Quintuple Treaty; his conduct
had the approval of the administration. On this account the
eighth article was inserted, causing each government to keep a
flotilla in African waters to enforce the laws. If this should
be done by all the powers, the trade would be swept from the
ocean. HOUSE JOURNAL, 27th Congress, 3d session, pages 16-7.
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December 30, Friday: The Liberator.

Sophia Peabody Hawthorne wrote to Mrs. Caleb Foote about the skating on the Concord River:

One afternoon, Mr. Emerson and Mr. Thoreau went with him 
[Hawthorne] down the river. Henry Thoreau is an experienced 
skater, and was figuring dithyrambic dances and Bacchic leaps 
on the ice — very remarkable, but very ugly, methought. Next him 
followed Mr. Hawthorne who, wrapped in his cloak, moved like a 
self-impelled Greek statue, stately and grave. Mr. Emerson 
closed the line, evidently too weary to hold himself erect, 
pitching headforemost, half lying on the air.

It had probably been at some point during this month that Waldo Emerson had written in his journal:

Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: “Message from the President ... 
in relation to the strength and expense of the squadron to be employed on the coast of Africa.” –SENATE 
DOCUMENT, 27 Cong. 3 sess. II. No. 20.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: A somewhat more sincere and determined
effort to enforce the slave-trade laws now followed; and yet it
is a significant fact that not until Lincoln’s administration
did a slave-trader suffer death for violating the laws of the
United States. The participation of Americans in the trade
continued, declining somewhat between 1825 and 1830, and then
reviving, until it reached its highest activity between 1840 and
1860. The development of a vast internal slave-trade, and the
consequent rise in the South of vested interests strongly
opposed to slave smuggling, led to a falling off in the illicit
introduction of Negroes after 1825, until the fifties;
nevertheless, smuggling never entirely ceased, and large numbers
were thus added to the plantations of the Gulf States.
Monroe had various constitutional scruples as to the execution

HENRY THOREAU

NATHANIEL HAWTHORNE

I hear the whistle of the locomotive in the woods, Wherever that 
music comes it has a sequel. It is the voice of the civility of 
the Nineteenth Century saying “Here I am.” It is interrogative: 
it is prophetic: and this Cassandra is believed: “Whew! Whew! 
Whew! How is real estate here in the swamp & wilderness? Swamp 
& Wilderness, ho for Boston! Whew! Whew! Down with that forest 
on the side of the hill. I want ten thousand chestnut sleepers. 
I want cedar posts and hundreds of thousands of feet of boards. 
Up my masters, of oak & pine! You have waited long enough — a 
good part of a century in the wind & stupid sky. Ho for axes & 
saws, and away with me to Boston! Whew! Whew! I will plant a 
dozen houses on this pasture next moon and a village anon; and 
I will sprinkle yonder square mile with white houses like the 
broken snow-banks that strow it in March.”
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of the Act of 1819;2131 but, as Congress took no action, he at
last put a fair interpretation on his powers, and appointed
Samuel Bacon as an agent in Africa to form a settlement for
recaptured Africans. Gradually the agency thus formed became
merged with that of the Colonization Society on Cape Mesurado;
and from this union Liberia was finally evolved.2132

Meantime, during the years 1818 to 1820, the activity of the
slave-traders was prodigious. General James Tallmadge declared
in the House, February 15, 1819: “Our laws are already highly
penal against their introduction, and yet, it is a well known
fact, that about fourteen thousand slaves have been brought into
our country this last year.”2133 In the same year Middleton of
South Carolina and Wright of Virginia estimated illicit
introduction at 13,000 and 15,000 respectively.2134 Judge Story,
in charging a jury, took occasion to say: “We have but too many
proofs from unquestionable sources, that it [the slave-trade]
is still carried on with all the implacable rapacity of former
times. Avarice has grown more subtle in its evasions, and
watches and seizes its prey with an appetite quickened rather
than suppressed by its guilty vigils. American citizens are
steeped to their very mouths (I can hardly use too bold a figure)
in this stream of iniquity.”2135 The following year, 1820,
brought some significant statements from various members of
Congress. Said Smith of South Carolina: “Pharaoh was, for his
temerity, drowned in the Red Sea, in pursuing them [the
Israelites] contrary to God’s express will; but our Northern
friends have not been afraid even of that, in their zeal to
furnish the Southern States with Africans. They are better
seamen than Pharaoh, and calculate by that means to elude the
vigilance of Heaven; which they seem to disregard, if they can
but elude the violated laws of their country.”2136 As late as May
he saw little hope of suppressing the traffic.2137 Sergeant of
Pennsylvania declared: “It is notorious that, in spite of the
utmost vigilance that can be employed, African negroes are
clandestinely brought in and sold as slaves.”2138 Plumer of New
Hampshire stated that “of the unhappy beings, thus in violation
of all laws transported to our shores, and thrown by force into
the mass of our black population, scarcely one in a hundred is
ever detected by the officers of the General Government, in a
part of the country, where, if we are to believe the statement
of Governor Rabun, ‘an officer who would perform his duty, by
attempting to enforce the law [against the slave trade] is, by
many, considered as an officious meddler, and treated with
derision and contempt;’ ... I have been told by a gentleman, who

2131. Attorney-General Wirt advised him, October, 1819, that no part of the appropriation could be used to purchase land in Africa 
or tools for the Negroes, or as salary for the agent: OPINIONS OF ATTORNEYS-GENERAL, I. 314-7. Monroe laid the case before 
Congress in a special message Dec. 20, 1819 (HOUSE JOURNAL, 16th Congress 1st session, page 57); but no action was taken there.
2132. Cf. Kendall’s Report, August, 1830: SENATE DOCUMENT, 21st Congress 2d session, I. No. 1, pages 211-8; also see below, 
Chapter X.
2133. Speech in the House of Representatives, Feb. 15, 1819, page 18; published in Boston, 1849.
2134. Jay, INQUIRY INTO AMERICAN COLONIZATION (1838), page 59, note.
2135. Quoted in Friends’ FACTS AND OBSERVATIONS ON THE SLAVE TRADE (ed. 1841), pages 7-8.
2136. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 16th Congress 1st session, pages 270-1.
2137. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 16th Congress 1st session, page 698.
2138. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 16th Congress 1st session, page 1207.
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has attended particularly to this subject, that ten thousand
slaves were in one year smuggled into the United States; and
that, even for the last year, we must count the number not by
hundreds, but by thousands.”2139 In 1821 a committee of Congress
characterized prevailing methods as those “of the grossest fraud
that could be practised to deceive the officers of
government.”2140 Another committee, in 1822, after a careful
examination of the subject, declare that they “find it
impossible to measure with precision the effect produced upon
the American branch of the slave trade by the laws above
mentioned, and the seizures under them. They are unable to
state, whether those American merchants, the American capital
and seamen which heretofore aided in this traffic, have
abandoned it altogether, or have sought shelter under the flags
of other nations.” They then state the suspicious circumstance
that, with the disappearance of the American flag from the
traffic, “the trade, notwithstanding, increases annually, under
the flags of other nations.” They complain of the spasmodic
efforts of the executive. They say that the first United States
cruiser arrived on the African coast in March, 1820, and
remained a “few weeks;” that since then four others had in two
years made five visits in all; but “since the middle of last
November, the commencement of the healthy season on that coast,
no vessel has been, nor, as your committee is informed, is, under
orders for that service.”2141 The United States African agent,
Ayres, reported in 1823: “I was informed by an American officer
who had been on the coast in 1820, that he had boarded 20
American vessels in one morning, lying in the port of Gallinas,
and fitted for the reception of slaves. It is a lamentable fact,
that most of the harbours, between the Senegal and the line,
were visited by an equal number of American vessels, and for the
sole purpose of carrying away slaves. Although for some years
the coast had been occasionally visited by our cruizers, their
short stay and seldom appearance had made but slight impression
on those traders, rendered hardy by repetition of crime, and
avaricious by excessive gain. They were enabled by a regular
system to gain intelligence of any cruizer being on the
coast.”2142

Even such spasmodic efforts bore abundant fruit, and indicated
what vigorous measures might have accomplished. Between May,
1818, and November, 1821, nearly six hundred Africans were
recaptured and eleven American slavers taken.2143 Such measures

2139. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 16th Congress 1st session, page 1433.
2140. Referring particularly to the case of the slaver “Plattsburg.” Cf. HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress 1st session, II. No. 92, page 
10.
2141. HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress 1st session, II. No. 92, page 2. The President had in his message spoken in exhilarating tones 
of the success of the government in suppressing the trade. The House Committee appointed in pursuance of this passage made the 
above report. Their conclusions are confirmed by British reports: PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1822, Vol. XXII., SLAVE TRADE, 
Further Papers, III. page 44. So, too, in 1823, Ashmun, the African agent, reports that thousands of slaves are being abducted.
2142. Ayres to the Secretary of the Navy, Feb. 24, 1823; reprinted in FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE (1824), page 
31.
2143. HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress 1st session, II. No. 92, pages 5-6. The slavers were the “Ramirez,” “Endymion,” 
“Esperanza,” “Plattsburg,” “Science,” “Alexander,” “Eugene,” “Mathilde,” “Daphne,” “Eliza,” and “La Pensée.” In these 573 
Africans were taken. The naval officers were greatly handicapped by the size of the ships, etc. (cf. FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN 
SLAVE-TRADE (1824), pages 33-41). They nevertheless acted with great zeal.
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gradually changed the character of the trade, and opened the
international phase of the question. American slavers cleared
for foreign ports, there took a foreign flag and papers, and
then sailed boldly past American cruisers, although their real
character was often well known. More stringent clearance laws
and consular instructions might have greatly reduced this
practice; but nothing was ever done, and gradually the laws
became in large measure powerless to deal with the bulk of the
illicit trade. In 1820, September 16, a British officer, in his
official report, declares that, in spite of United States laws,
“American vessels, American subjects, and American capital, are
unquestionably engaged in the trade, though under other colours
and in disguise.”2144 The United States ship “Cyane” at one time
reported ten captures within a few days, adding: “Although they
are evidently owned by Americans, they are so completely covered
by Spanish papers that it is impossible to condemn them.”2145 The
governor of Sierra Leone reported the rivers Nunez and Pongas
full of renegade European and American slave-traders;2146 the
trade was said to be carried on “to an extent that almost
staggers belief.”2147 Down to 1824 or 1825, reports from all
quarters prove this activity in slave-trading.
The execution of the laws within the country exhibits grave
defects and even criminal negligence. Attorney-General Wirt
finds it necessary to assure collectors, in 1819, that “it is
against public policy to dispense with prosecutions for
violation of the law to prohibit the Slave trade.”2148 One
district attorney writes: “It appears to be almost impossible
to enforce the laws of the United States against offenders after
the negroes have been landed in the state.”2149 Again, it is
asserted that “when vessels engaged in the slave trade have been
detained by the American cruizers, and sent into the slave-
holding states, there appears at once a difficulty in securing
the freedom to these captives which the laws of the United States
have decreed for them.”2150 In some cases, one man would smuggle
in the Africans and hide them in the woods; then his partner
would “rob” him, and so all trace be lost.2151 Perhaps 350
Africans were officially reported as brought in contrary to law
from 1818 to 1820: the absurdity of this figure is apparent.2152

A circular letter to the marshals, in 1821, brought reports of
only a few well-known cases, like that of the “General Ramirez;”
the marshal of Louisiana had “no information.”2153

There appears to be little positive evidence of a large illicit
2144. PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1821, Vol. XXIII., SLAVE TRADE, Further Papers, A, page 76. The names and description of a 
dozen or more American slavers are given: PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1821, Vol. XXIII., SLAVE TRADE, Further Papers, A, pages 
18-21.
2145. HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress 1st session, II. No. 92, pages 15-20.
2146. HOUSE DOCUMENT, 18th Congress 1st session, VI. No. 119, page 13.
2147. PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1823, Vol. XVIII., SLAVE TRADE, Further Papers, A, pages 10-11.
2148. OPINIONS OF ATTORNEYS-GENERAL, V. 717.
2149. R.W. Habersham to the Secretary of the Navy, August, 1821; reprinted in FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE 
(1824), page 47.
2150. FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE (1824), page 42.
2151. FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE (1824), page 43.
2152. Cf. above, pages 126-7.
2153. FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE (1824), page 42.
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importation into the country for a decade after 1825. It is
hardly possible, however, considering the activity in the trade,
that slaves were not largely imported. Indeed, when we note how
the laws were continually broken in other respects, absence of
evidence of petty smuggling becomes presumptive evidence that
collusive or tacit understanding of officers and citizens
allowed the trade to some extent.2154 Finally, it must be noted
that during all this time scarcely a man suffered for
participating in the trade, beyond the loss of the Africans and,
more rarely, of his ship. Red-handed slavers, caught in the act
and convicted, were too often, like La Coste of South Carolina,
the subjects of executive clemency.2155 In certain cases there
were those who even had the effrontery to ask Congress to cancel
their own laws. For instance, in 1819 a Venezuelan privateer,
secretly fitted out and manned by Americans in Baltimore,
succeeded in capturing several American, Portuguese, and Spanish
slavers, and appropriating the slaves; being finally wrecked
herself, she transferred her crew and slaves to one of her
prizes, the “Antelope,” which was eventually captured by a
United States cruiser and the 280 Africans sent to Georgia.
After much litigation, the United States Supreme Court ordered
those captured from Spaniards to be surrendered, and the others
to be returned to Africa. By some mysterious process, only 139
Africans now remained, 100 of whom were sent to Africa. The
Spanish claimants of the remaining thirty-nine sold them to a
certain Mr. Wilde, who gave bond to transport them out of the
country. Finally, in December, 1827, there came an innocent
petition to Congress to cancel this bond.2156 A bill to that effect

2154. A few accounts of captures here and there would make the matter less suspicious; these, however, do not occur. How large 
this suspected illicit traffic was, it is of course impossible to say; there is no reason why it may not have reached many hundreds per 
year.
2155. Cf. editorial in Niles’s Register, XXII. 114. Cf. also the following instances of pardons: — 
PRESIDENT JEFFERSON: March 1, 1808, Phillip M. Topham, convicted for “carrying on an illegal slave-trade” (pardoned twice). 
PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, I. 146, 148-9.
PRESIDENT MADISON: July 29, 1809, 15 vessels arrived at New Orleans from Cuba, with 666 white persons and 683 negroes. 
Every penalty incurred under the Act of 1807 was remitted. (Note: “Several other pardons of this nature were granted.”) PARDONS 
AND REMISSIONS, I. 179.
Nov. 8, 1809, John Hopkins and Lewis Le Roy, convicted for importing a slave. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, I. 184-5.
Feb. 12, 1810, William Sewall, convicted for importing slaves. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, I. 194, 235, 240.
May 5, 1812, William Babbit, convicted for importing slaves. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, I. 248.
PRESIDENT MONROE: June 11, 1822, Thomas Shields, convicted for bringing slaves into New Orleans. PARDONS AND 
REMISSIONS, IV. 15.
Aug. 24, 1822, J.F. Smith, sentenced to five years’ imprisonment and $3000 fine; served twenty-five months and was then pardoned. 
PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 22.
July 23, 1823, certain parties liable to penalties for introducing slaves into Alabama. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 63.
Aug. 15, 1823, owners of schooner “Mary,” convicted of importing slaves. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 66.
PRESIDENT J.Q. ADAMS: March 4, 1826, Robert Perry; his ship was forfeited for slave-trading. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 
140.
Jan. 17, 1827, Jesse Perry; forfeited ship, and was convicted for introducing slaves. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 158.
Feb. 13, 1827, Zenas Winston; incurred penalties for slave-trading. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 161. The four following cases 
are similar to that of Winston: — 
Feb. 24, 1827, John Tucker and William Morbon. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 162.
March 25, 1828, Joseph Badger. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 192.
Feb. 19, 1829, L.R. Wallace. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 215.
PRESIDENT JACKSON: Five cases. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 225, 270, 301, 393, 440.
The above cases were taken from manuscript copies of the Washington records, made by Mr. W.C. Endicott, Jr., and kindly loaned 
me.
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passed and was approved, May 2, 1828,2157 and in consequence
these Africans remained as slaves in Georgia.
On the whole, it is plain that, although in the period from 1807
to 1820 Congress laid down broad lines of legislation
sufficient, save in some details, to suppress the African slave
trade to America, yet the execution of these laws was criminally
lax. Moreover, by the facility with which slavers could disguise
their identity, it was possible for them to escape even a
vigorous enforcement of our laws. This situation could properly
be met only by energetic and sincere international co-
operation....2158

2156. See SENATE JOURNAL, 20th Congress 1st session, pages 60, 66, 340, 341, 343, 348, 352, 355; HOUSE JOURNAL, 20th Congress 
1st session, pages 59, 76, 123, 134, 156, 169, 173, 279, 634, 641, 646, 647, 688, 692.
2157. STATUTES AT LARGE, VI. 376.
2158. Among interesting minor proceedings in this period were two Senate bills to register slaves so as to prevent illegal 
importation. They were both dropped in the House; a House proposition to the same effect also came to nothing: SENATE JOURNAL, 
15th Congress 1st session, pages 147, 152, 157, 165, 170, 188, 201, 203, 232, 237; 15th Congress 2d session, pages 63, 74, 77, 202, 
207, 285, 291, 297; HOUSE JOURNAL, 15th Congress 1st session, page 332; 15th Congress 2d session, pages 303, 305, 316; 16th 
Congress 1st session, page 150. Another proposition was contained in the Meigs resolution presented to the House, Feb. 5, 1820, 
which proposed to devote the public lands to the suppression of the slave-trade. This was ruled out of order. It was presented again 
and laid on the table in 1821: HOUSE JOURNAL, 16th Congress 1st session, pages 196, 200, 227; 16th Congress 2d session, page 238.
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The negrero Kentucky, out of the harbor of New-York, carried a cargo to Brazil (SENATE DOCUMENT, 28th 
Congress, 2d session IX, Number 150, 30th Congress, 1st session IV, Number 28, pages 71-8; HOUSE 
EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 30th Congress, 2d session VII, Number 61, page 72 ff).

There was a treaty between Britain and the USA to suppress the international slave trade, and the US Navy 
created an African Squadron that intercepted ships like the Cora, Wildfire, Bonita, Erie, etc. and dropped the 
slave cargoes at Monrovia, Liberia, placing these people under the care of the American Colonization Society.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: A somewhat more sincere and determined
effort to enforce the slave-trade laws now followed; and yet it
is a significant fact that not until Lincoln’s administration
did a slave-trader suffer death for violating the laws of the
United States. The participation of Americans in the trade
continued, declining somewhat between 1825 and 1830, and then
reviving, until it reached its highest activity between 1840 and
1860. The development of a vast internal slave-trade, and the
consequent rise in the South of vested interests strongly
opposed to slave smuggling, led to a falling off in the illicit
introduction of Negroes after 1825, until the fifties;
nevertheless, smuggling never entirely ceased, and large numbers
were thus added to the plantations of the Gulf States.
Monroe had various constitutional scruples as to the execution
of the Act of 1819;2159 but, as Congress took no action, he at
last put a fair interpretation on his powers, and appointed
Samuel Bacon as an agent in Africa to form a settlement for
recaptured Africans. Gradually the agency thus formed became
merged with that of the Colonization Society on Cape Mesurado;
and from this union Liberia was finally evolved.2160

Meantime, during the years 1818 to 1820, the activity of the
slave-traders was prodigious. General James Tallmadge declared
in the House, February 15, 1819: “Our laws are already highly

1843

2159. Attorney-General Wirt advised him, October, 1819, that no part of the appropriation could be used to purchase land in Africa 
or tools for the Negroes, or as salary for the agent: OPINIONS OF ATTORNEYS-GENERAL, I. 314-7. Monroe laid the case before 
Congress in a special message Dec. 20, 1819 (HOUSE JOURNAL, 16th Congress 1st session, page 57); but no action was taken there.
2160. Cf. Kendall’s Report, August, 1830: SENATE DOCUMENT, 21st Congress 2d session, I. No. 1, pages 211-8; also see below, 
Chapter X.
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penal against their introduction, and yet, it is a well known
fact, that about fourteen thousand slaves have been brought into
our country this last year.”2161 In the same year Middleton of
South Carolina and Wright of Virginia estimated illicit
introduction at 13,000 and 15,000 respectively.2162 Judge Story,
in charging a jury, took occasion to say: “We have but too many
proofs from unquestionable sources, that it [the slave-trade]
is still carried on with all the implacable rapacity of former
times. Avarice has grown more subtle in its evasions, and
watches and seizes its prey with an appetite quickened rather
than suppressed by its guilty vigils. American citizens are
steeped to their very mouths (I can hardly use too bold a figure)
in this stream of iniquity.”2163 The following year, 1820,
brought some significant statements from various members of
Congress. Said Smith of South Carolina: “Pharaoh was, for his
temerity, drowned in the Red Sea, in pursuing them [the
Israelites] contrary to God’s express will; but our Northern
friends have not been afraid even of that, in their zeal to
furnish the Southern States with Africans. They are better
seamen than Pharaoh, and calculate by that means to elude the
vigilance of Heaven; which they seem to disregard, if they can
but elude the violated laws of their country.”2164 As late as May
he saw little hope of suppressing the traffic.2165 Sergeant of
Pennsylvania declared: “It is notorious that, in spite of the
utmost vigilance that can be employed, African negroes are
clandestinely brought in and sold as slaves.”2166 Plumer of New
Hampshire stated that “of the unhappy beings, thus in violation
of all laws transported to our shores, and thrown by force into
the mass of our black population, scarcely one in a hundred is
ever detected by the officers of the General Government, in a
part of the country, where, if we are to believe the statement
of Governor Rabun, ‘an officer who would perform his duty, by
attempting to enforce the law [against the slave trade] is, by
many, considered as an officious meddler, and treated with
derision and contempt;’ ... I have been told by a gentleman, who
has attended particularly to this subject, that ten thousand
slaves were in one year smuggled into the United States; and
that, even for the last year, we must count the number not by
hundreds, but by thousands.”2167 In 1821 a committee of Congress
characterized prevailing methods as those “of the grossest fraud
that could be practised to deceive the officers of
government.”2168 Another committee, in 1822, after a careful
examination of the subject, declare that they “find it
impossible to measure with precision the effect produced upon
the American branch of the slave trade by the laws above

2161. Speech in the House of Representatives, Feb. 15, 1819, page 18; published in Boston, 1849.
2162. Jay, INQUIRY INTO AMERICAN COLONIZATION (1838), page 59, note.
2163. Quoted in Friends’ FACTS AND OBSERVATIONS ON THE SLAVE TRADE (ed. 1841), pages 7-8.
2164. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 16th Congress 1st session, pages 270-1.
2165. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 16th Congress 1st session, page 698.
2166. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 16th Congress 1st session, page 1207.
2167. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 16th Congress 1st session, page 1433.
2168. Referring particularly to the case of the slaver Plattsburg. Cf. HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress 1st session, II. No. 92, page 
10.
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mentioned, and the seizures under them. They are unable to
state, whether those American merchants, the American capital
and seamen which heretofore aided in this traffic, have
abandoned it altogether, or have sought shelter under the flags
of other nations.” They then state the suspicious circumstance
that, with the disappearance of the American flag from the
traffic, “the trade, notwithstanding, increases annually, under
the flags of other nations.” They complain of the spasmodic
efforts of the executive. They say that the first United States
cruiser arrived on the African coast in March, 1820, and
remained a “few weeks;” that since then four others had in two
years made five visits in all; but “since the middle of last
November, the commencement of the healthy season on that coast,
no vessel has been, nor, as your committee is informed, is, under
orders for that service.”2169 The United States African agent,
Ayres, reported in 1823: “I was informed by an American officer
who had been on the coast in 1820, that he had boarded 20
American vessels in one morning, lying in the port of Gallinas,
and fitted for the reception of slaves. It is a lamentable fact,
that most of the harbours, between the Senegal and the line,
were visited by an equal number of American vessels, and for the
sole purpose of carrying away slaves. Although for some years
the coast had been occasionally visited by our cruizers, their
short stay and seldom appearance had made but slight impression
on those traders, rendered hardy by repetition of crime, and
avaricious by excessive gain. They were enabled by a regular
system to gain intelligence of any cruizer being on the
coast.”2170

Even such spasmodic efforts bore abundant fruit, and indicated
what vigorous measures might have accomplished. Between May,
1818, and November, 1821, nearly six hundred Africans were
recaptured and eleven American slavers taken.2171 Such measures
gradually changed the character of the trade, and opened the
international phase of the question. American slavers cleared
for foreign ports, there took a foreign flag and papers, and
then sailed boldly past American cruisers, although their real
character was often well known. More stringent clearance laws
and consular instructions might have greatly reduced this
practice; but nothing was ever done, and gradually the laws
became in large measure powerless to deal with the bulk of the
illicit trade. In 1820, September 16, a British officer, in his
official report, declares that, in spite of United States laws,
“American vessels, American subjects, and American capital, are
unquestionably engaged in the trade, though under other colours

2169. HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress 1st session, II. No. 92, page 2. The President had in his message spoken in exhilarating tones 
of the success of the government in suppressing the trade. The House Committee appointed in pursuance of this passage made the 
above report. Their conclusions are confirmed by British reports: PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1822, Vol. XXII., SLAVE TRADE, 
Further Papers, III. page 44. So, too, in 1823, Ashmun, the African agent, reports that thousands of slaves are being abducted.
2170. Ayres to the Secretary of the Navy, Feb. 24, 1823; reprinted in FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE (1824), page 
31.
2171. HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress 1st session, II. No. 92, pages 5-6. The slavers were the Ramirez, Endymion, Esperanza, 
Plattsburg, Science, Alexander, Eugene, Mathilde, Daphne, Eliza, and La Pensée. In these 573 Africans were taken. The 
naval officers were greatly handicapped by the size of the ships, etc. (cf. FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE (1824), 
pages 33-41). They nevertheless acted with great zeal.
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and in disguise.”2172 The United States ship “Cyane” at one time
reported ten captures within a few days, adding: “Although they
are evidently owned by Americans, they are so completely covered
by Spanish papers that it is impossible to condemn them.”2173 The
governor of Sierra Leone reported the rivers Nunez and Pongas
full of renegade European and American slave-traders;2174 the
trade was said to be carried on “to an extent that almost
staggers belief.”2175 Down to 1824 or 1825, reports from all
quarters prove this activity in slave-trading.
The execution of the laws within the country exhibits grave
defects and even criminal negligence. Attorney-General Wirt
finds it necessary to assure collectors, in 1819, that “it is
against public policy to dispense with prosecutions for
violation of the law to prohibit the Slave trade.”2176 One
district attorney writes: “It appears to be almost impossible
to enforce the laws of the United States against offenders after
the negroes have been landed in the state.”2177 Again, it is
asserted that “when vessels engaged in the slave trade have been
detained by the American cruizers, and sent into the slave-
holding states, there appears at once a difficulty in securing
the freedom to these captives which the laws of the United States
have decreed for them.”2178 In some cases, one man would smuggle
in the Africans and hide them in the woods; then his partner
would “rob” him, and so all trace be lost.2179 Perhaps 350
Africans were officially reported as brought in contrary to law
from 1818 to 1820: the absurdity of this figure is apparent.2180

A circular letter to the marshals, in 1821, brought reports of
only a few well-known cases, like that of the “General Ramirez;”
the marshal of Louisiana had “no information.”2181

There appears to be little positive evidence of a large illicit
importation into the country for a decade after 1825. It is
hardly possible, however, considering the activity in the trade,
that slaves were not largely imported. Indeed, when we note how
the laws were continually broken in other respects, absence of
evidence of petty smuggling becomes presumptive evidence that
collusive or tacit understanding of officers and citizens
allowed the trade to some extent.2182 Finally, it must be noted
that during all this time scarcely a man suffered for
participating in the trade, beyond the loss of the Africans and,

2172. PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1821, Vol. XXIII., SLAVE TRADE, Further Papers, A, page 76. The names and description of a 
dozen or more American slavers are given: PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1821, Vol. XXIII., SLAVE TRADE, Further Papers, A, pages 
18-21.
2173. HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress 1st session, II. No. 92, pages 15-20.
2174. HOUSE DOCUMENT, 18th Congress 1st session, VI. No. 119, page 13.
2175. PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1823, Vol. XVIII., SLAVE TRADE, Further Papers, A, pages 10-11.
2176. OPINIONS OF ATTORNEYS-GENERAL, V. 717.
2177. R.W. Habersham to the Secretary of the Navy, August, 1821; reprinted in FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE 
(1824), page 47.
2178. FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE (1824), page 42.
2179. FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE (1824), page 43.
2180. Cf. above, pages 126-7.
2181. FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE (1824), page 42.
2182. A few accounts of captures here and there would make the matter less suspicious; these, however, do not occur. How large 
this suspected illicit traffic was, it is of course impossible to say; there is no reason why it may not have reached many hundreds per 
year.
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more rarely, of his ship. Red-handed slavers, caught in the act
and convicted, were too often, like La Coste of South Carolina,
the subjects of executive clemency.2183 In certain cases there
were those who even had the effrontery to ask Congress to cancel
their own laws. For instance, in 1819 a Venezuelan privateer,
secretly fitted out and manned by Americans in Baltimore,
succeeded in capturing several American, Portuguese, and Spanish
slavers, and appropriating the slaves; being finally wrecked
herself, she transferred her crew and slaves to one of her
prizes, the “Antelope,” which was eventually captured by a
United States cruiser and the 280 Africans sent to Georgia.
After much litigation, the United States Supreme Court ordered
those captured from Spaniards to be surrendered, and the others
to be returned to Africa. By some mysterious process, only 139
Africans now remained, 100 of whom were sent to Africa. The
Spanish claimants of the remaining thirty-nine sold them to a
certain Mr. Wilde, who gave bond to transport them out of the
country. Finally, in December, 1827, there came an innocent
petition to Congress to cancel this bond.2184 A bill to that effect
passed and was approved, May 2, 1828,2185 and in consequence
these Africans remained as slaves in Georgia.
On the whole, it is plain that, although in the period from 1807
to 1820 Congress laid down broad lines of legislation
sufficient, save in some details, to suppress the African slave
trade to America, yet the execution of these laws was criminally
lax. Moreover, by the facility with which slavers could disguise
their identity, it was possible for them to escape even a
vigorous enforcement of our laws. This situation could properly

2183. Cf. editorial in Niles’s Register, XXII. 114. Cf. also the following instances of pardons: — 
PRESIDENT JEFFERSON: March 1, 1808, Phillip M. Topham, convicted for “carrying on an illegal slave-trade” (pardoned twice). 
PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, I. 146, 148-9.
PRESIDENT MADISON: July 29, 1809, 15 vessels arrived at New Orleans from Cuba, with 666 white persons and 683 negroes. 
Every penalty incurred under the Act of 1807 was remitted. (Note: “Several other pardons of this nature were granted.”) PARDONS 
AND REMISSIONS, I. 179.
Nov. 8, 1809, John Hopkins and Lewis Le Roy, convicted for importing a slave. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, I. 184-5.
Feb. 12, 1810, William Sewall, convicted for importing slaves. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, I. 194, 235, 240.
May 5, 1812, William Babbit, convicted for importing slaves. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, I. 248.
PRESIDENT MONROE: June 11, 1822, Thomas Shields, convicted for bringing slaves into New Orleans. PARDONS AND 
REMISSIONS, IV. 15.
Aug. 24, 1822, J.F. Smith, sentenced to five years’ imprisonment and $3000 fine; served twenty-five months and was then pardoned. 
PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 22.
July 23, 1823, certain parties liable to penalties for introducing slaves into Alabama. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 63.
Aug. 15, 1823, owners of schooner “Mary,” convicted of importing slaves. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 66.
PRESIDENT J.Q. ADAMS: March 4, 1826, Robert Perry; his ship was forfeited for slave-trading. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 
140.
Jan. 17, 1827, Jesse Perry; forfeited ship, and was convicted for introducing slaves. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 158.
Feb. 13, 1827, Zenas Winston; incurred penalties for slave-trading. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 161. The four following cases 
are similar to that of Winston: — 
Feb. 24, 1827, John Tucker and William Morbon. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 162.
March 25, 1828, Joseph Badger. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 192.
Feb. 19, 1829, L.R. Wallace. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 215.
PRESIDENT JACKSON: Five cases. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 225, 270, 301, 393, 440.
The above cases were taken from manuscript copies of the Washington records, made by Mr. W.C. Endicott, Jr., and kindly loaned 
me.
2184. See SENATE JOURNAL, 20th Congress 1st session, pages 60, 66, 340, 341, 343, 348, 352, 355; HOUSE JOURNAL, 20th Congress 
1st session, pages 59, 76, 123, 134, 156, 169, 173, 279, 634, 641, 646, 647, 688, 692.
2185. STATUTES AT LARGE, VI. 376.
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be met only by energetic and sincere international co-
operation....2186

February 22, Wednesday: Waldo Emerson lectured in New-York. This was the 5th lecture of his series, “Results and 
Tendencies.” “I have sent you no newspaper simply because the report is so ruinous to what truth & proportion 
is in my stories.... Odious, odious. It is just as if I had read a poem and the N.Y. Herald should then say, Mr. E. 
said thus & so, from stupidity to stupidity.... I have sometimes heard that some of my auditors like the reports 
better than the speech.”

Sophia Peabody Hawthorne had suffered a fall on the ice of the Concord River while walking with Nathaniel, 
and wrote her mother that she had miscarried.

Opposition arose in the US federal Senate to the idea that here we were, spending good money to watch over 
a bunch of Africans that our navy had rescued from the negreros of the international slave trade and resettled 
on the coast of Africa. This was being perceived as a world upside down: Negroes are supposed to give aid 
and comfort to white people, not white people to Negroes! –Good Lord, where was our Navy’s head at?

Motion by Mr. Benton, during debate on naval appropriations, to
strike out appropriation “for the support of Africans recaptured
on the coast of Africa or elsewhere, and returned to Africa by
the armed vessels of the United States, $5,000.” Lost; similar
proposition by Bagby, lost. Proposition to strike out
appropriation for squadron, lost. March 3, bill becomes a law,
with appropriation for Africans, but without that for squadron.
CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 27th Congress, 3d session, pages 328, 331-6;
STATUTES AT LARGE, V. 615.

February 28, Tuesday:  Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: “Construction of 
the Treaty of Washington, etc.: Message from the President ... transmitting a report from the Secretary of State, 
in answer to the resolution of the House of the 22d February, 1843.” –HOUSE DOCUMENT, 27 Cong. 3 sess. V. 
No. 192. “African Colonization.... Report: “The Committee on Commerce, to whom was referred the 
memorial of the friends of African colonization, assembled in convention in the city of Washington in May 
last, beg leave to submit the following report,” etc. (16 pp.). Appendix. (1071 pp.).” –HOUSE REPORTS, 27 
Cong. 3 sess. III. No. 283 [Contents of Appendix: pp. 17-408, identical nearly with the Appendix to HOUSE 
REPORTS, 21 Cong. 1 sess. III. No. 348; pp. 408-478. Congressional history of the slave-trade, case of the 
Fenix, etc. (cf. HOUSE DOCUMENT, 21 Cong. 2 sess. III. No. 54); pp. 478-729, search and seizure of American 
vessels (same as HOUSE DOCUMENT, 26 Cong. 2 sess. V. No. 115, pp. 1-252); pp. 730-755, correspondence on 
British search of American vessels, etc.; pp. 756-61, Quintuple Treaty; pp. 762-3, President’s Message on 
Treaty of 1842; pp. 764-96, correspondence on African squadron, etc.; pp. 796-1088, newspaper extracts on 
the slave-trade and on colonization, report of Colonization Society, etc.]

2186. Among interesting minor proceedings in this period were two Senate bills to register slaves so as to prevent illegal 
importation. They were both dropped in the House; a House proposition to the same effect also came to nothing: SENATE JOURNAL, 
15th Congress 1st session, pages 147, 152, 157, 165, 170, 188, 201, 203, 232, 237; 15th Congress 2d session, pages 63, 74, 77, 202, 
207, 285, 291, 297; HOUSE JOURNAL, 15th Congress 1st session, page 332; 15th Congress 2d session, pages 303, 305, 316; 16th 
Congress 1st session, page 150. Another proposition was contained in the Meigs resolution presented to the House, Feb. 5, 1820, 
which proposed to devote the public lands to the suppression of the slave-trade. This was ruled out of order. It was presented again 
and laid on the table in 1821: HOUSE JOURNAL, 16th Congress 1st session, pages 196, 200, 227; 16th Congress 2d session, page 238.

THE LIST OF LECTURES
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March: A negrero flying the Spanish flag (as shown below), the Constancia, master unknown, on one of its four known 
Middle Passage voyages, out of an unknown area of Africa with a cargo of 510 enslaved Africans, was arriving 
at Trinidad.

THE MIDDLE PASSAGE
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April: In the face of all the moral dilemmas of an America founded upon slavery, the young Walt Whitman knew 
exactly what was needed. We, the very righteous, needed to depart from our cowardly ways, and take control 
of the situation, and, sweet Christ at our side, refuse to be dominated by all those dastardly Southerners:

”And one shall say unto him, ‘What are these wounds in thy hands?’
Then he shall answer, ‘These with which I was wounded in the house of my friends.’”

 — Zechariah, xiii.6

 If thou art balk’d, O Freedom, 
The victory is not to thy manlier foes; 
From the house of friends comes the death stab. 
Virginia, mother of greatness, 
Blush not for being also mother of slaves; 
You might have borne deeper slaves — 
Doughfaces, crawlers, lice of humanity — 
Terrific screamers of freedom, 
Who roar and bawl, and get hot i’ the face, 
But were they not incapable of august crime, 
Would quench the hopes of ages for a drink — 
Muck-worms, creeping flat to the ground, 
A dollar dearer to them than Christ’s blessing;
All loves, all hopes, less than the thought of gain, 
In life walking in that as in a shroud; 
Men whom the throes of heroes, 
Great deeds at which the gods might stand appal’d, 
The shriek of the drown’d, the appeal of women, 
The exulting laugh of untied empires, 
Would touch them never in the heart, 
But only in the pocket. 
 Hot-headed Carolina, 
Well may you curl your lip; 
With all your bondsmen, bless the destiny 
Which brings you no such breed as this. 
 Arise, young North! 
Our elder blood flows in the veins of cowards: 
The gray-hair’d sneak, the blanch’d poltroon, 
The feign’d or real shiverer at tongues 
That nursing babes need hardly cry the less for — 
Are they to be our tokens always? 

WOUNDED IN THE HOUSE OF FRIENDS
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During this month a negrero under the Portuguese flag, the Graciosa Vengativa, master M.F. Reis, on one of 
its six known Middle Passage voyages, was arriving at the port of Bahia, Brazil from Onim in Africa with a 
cargo of 102 enslaved people.

THE MIDDLE PASSAGE
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August: Margaret Monroe Forshey, the wife of civil engineer Caleb G. Forshey, died and immediately, during this same 
month, he remarried with Martha Annie Williams of Cincinnati, Ohio. There would be one child, John 
Maynard Forshey, born during August 1845, and this 2d wife would die in 1850.

A Louisiana planter brought a 9-year-old slave with him to Cincinnati. But this girl’s mother had instructed 
her, that if she could run off and gain protection while in Ohio, she could stand a chance of freeing herself. 
So the little girl ran off, and the plantation owner was outraged and began putting up placards and 
accumulating a private army of about a hundred proslavery men from out of the city’s taverns. There were a 
number of injuries including a cracked skull, but evidently this little girl was able to escape from slavery.

On a Sunday night during this month, Ezra Mendell and Lyman Goodenow took an 18-year-old mulatto 
fugitive slave from St. Louis, Caroline Quarrels, from Prairieville (Waukesha), Wisconsin to the home of 
Solomon A. Dwinnel in Spring Prairie in Walworth County. Goodenow would escort Caroline through North 
Prairie, Eagle, West Troy, and Gardener’s Prairie near Burlington the rest of the way to safety and freedom in 
Windsor, Canada, a journey requiring five weeks, but once in Windsor Caroline would reside with the family 
of the Reverend Haskel, a home missionary agent, would obtain an education, and would eventually marry.

During this month a negrero flying the US flag, the Leda (the ship master’s name of course “unknown,” since 
this had been made a hanging offense by our federal government as far back as 1808 — and since for a number 
of interlocking reasons we had never hanged even so much as one such American citizen for engaging in the 
international slave trade), on its one and only known Middle Passage, was delivering a cargo of 270 enslaved 
Africans at Bahia, Brazil. Also during this month, a slaver under the Portuguese flag, the Graciosa Vengativa, 
master J. Luvy, on one of its six known Middle Passage voyages, was arriving at this same port from Onim 
with a cargo of 102 enslaved Africans.

Our score for this month was -370, as two young slaves were getting away while three hundred and seventy-
two new recruits were being inducted. As you read the various historians’ accounts of this month — note 
carefully how these accounts tend to zero in on the one person who got away and tend to ignore the 372 who 
were being offloaded into the barracoon at Bahia! –We have this problem of selective attention, which also 
shows up, for instance, whenever we are praising ourselves for the existence of the Underground Railroad 
(whereas in point of statistical fact, probably more free black Americans were being kidnapped up north in any 
given month, and seeing their freedom papers torn out of their hands and burned, and being shackled2187 and 
marched south in the reverse underground railroad, than ever were escaping by “following the North 
Star”).2188

2187. There are a number of images of this sort available at <http://hitchcock.itc.virginia.edu/Slavery>.

THE MIDDLE PASSAGE
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November 25, Saturday: Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: “Report of the 
Secretary of the Navy.” –HOUSE DOCUMENT, 28 Cong. 1 sess. I. No. 2, pp. 484-5.

After a concert, Margaret Fuller wrote into her journal a fan letter to Herr Ludwig van Beethoven, addressing 
him as “My only friend.” She told him she wanted a son of her own and asked to be wife, mistress, and 
daughter to him.

(We do not know, of course, that she actually posted such a mash letter.) However, could she, perchance, have 
been unaware that her ideal hero, besides being deaf as a doorknob, had also been, at 5 foot 4 inches, which 
was two inches shorter than Napoleon, been somewhat height challenged?

She would of course be spared hearing from her Viennese gentleman by return post collect, as he had been 
a practicing decomposer for some 16 years. (Ironically, later, while Waldo Emerson was contemplating 
Margaret’s sad drowning, one of the things he mused was that “some Beethoven should play her dirge.”)

My only friend,
How shall I thank thee for again tonight breaking the chains of 
my Sorrowful slumber. I did not expect it. For months now I have 

2188. Southern states also had laws against kidnapping. However, as Judith Kelleher Schafer would point out, even though 
Louisiana, like most Southern states, had a law against kidnapping free blacks into slavery, there would never ever be even a single 
prosecution for that crime despite abundant evidence that such kidnapping of local free blacks under color of a pretense that they 
were escaped slaves was an ongoing and persistent problem.

REVERSE UNDERGROUND RR

Husband, Lover, Father

ife  Mistress  Daughter

If, while he was working, he did not go out during the
forenoon, in order to compose himself, he would stand
at the washbasin … and pour great pitchersful of water
over his hands, at the same time howling or, for a
change, growling out the whole gamut of the scale,
ascending and descending; then, before long, he would
pace the room, his eyes rolling or fixed in a stare,
jot down a few notes and again return to his water
pouring and howling.... Beethoven was everywhere
unwelcome as a lodger.
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been in a low state of existence. Nothing profited me; nothing 
budded or blossomed in my garden. I was not sad; the arrow did 
not rankle in my heart as sometimes it does, but it lay there a 
cold dull substance whose foreign pressure seemed to prevent 
pulsation from its harmony, life from its abundance. 
My eyes are always clear, dear friend. I always see that the 
universe is rich, if I am poor. I see the insignificance of my 
sorrows. In my will, I am not a captive, in my intellect not a 
slave. It is not my fault that the palsy of my affections benumbs 
my whole life. I would disregard it if I could. 
And here indeed, my lot is accursed, yes, my friend let me curse 
it. The curse like the ill is but for the time. I know what the 
Eternal justice promises. But in this one sphere it is sad. Thou 
didst say thou hadst no friend but thy art, –but that one is 
enough– I have no art in which to vent the swell of a soul as 
deep as thine, Beethoven, and of kindred frame. Thou wilt not 
think me presumptuous in this saying as another might. I have 
always known that thou wouldst welcome, wouldst know me, as no 
other who ever lived upon the earth since its first creation 
would. 
Thou wouldst forgive me, Master, that I have not been true to 
my eventual destiny, and therefore have suffered on every side 
“the pangs of despised love.” —Thou didst the same But thou didst 
borrow from those errors the inspiration of thy genius; why is 
it not thus with me? Is it because as a woman I am bound by a 
physical law which prevents the soul from manifesting itself. 
Sometimes the moon seems mockingly to say so, — to say that I 
too shall not shine, unless I can find a sun. O cold and barren 
moon, tell a different tale, and give me a son of mine own. 
But thou, Oh blessed Master, dost answer all my questions, and 
make it my privilege to be. Like a humble wife to the sage or 
poet, it is my triumph that I can understand, can receive thee 
wholly, like a mistress I arm thee for the fight, like a young 
daughter I tenderly bind thy wounds. Thou art to me beyond 
compare, for thou art all I want. No heavenly sweetness of Jesus, 
no many leaved Raphael, no golden Plato, is anything to me, 
compared with thee. The infinite Shakespeare, the stern Angelo, 
Dante bitter sweet like thee, are no longer dear in thy presence. 
And besides these names, there are none others that could 
vibrate in thy crystal sphere. —Thou hast all of them and that 
ample surge of life beside that great winged being which they 
only dreamed of. 
There is none greater than Shakespeare, for he is a god, but his 
creations are successive, thy Fiat comprehends them all. 
Beethoven, my heart beats. I live again, for I feel that I am 
worthy audience for thee, and that my being would be reason 
enough for thine. 
I met thy mood and mine last summer in nature on those wide 
impassioned plains flower and crag bestrown. There the tide of 
emotion had rolled over and left the vision of its smiles and 
sobs as I saw tonight from thee. 
Oh, if thou wouldst take me wholly to thyself. I am lost in this 
world where I sometimes meet angels but of a different star from 
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mine. Forgive me that I love them who cannot love me. Even so 
does thy spirit call upon, plead with all spirits. But thou dost 
triumph and bring them all in. My triumphs are but for the 
moment, thine eternal. 
Master! I have this summer envied the oriole which had even a 
swinging nest in the high bough, I have envied the least flower 
that came to seed, though that seed were strown to the wind. But 
I envy none when I am with thee. Tonight I had no wish for thee: 
it was long since we had met. I did not expect to feel again. I 
was so very cold; tears had fallen; but they were Hamlet tears 
of speculation. Thy touch made me again all human. O save and 
give me to myself and thee.

December: A negrero flying the Spanish flag (as shown below), the Escorpion, master unknown, on its only known 
Middle Passage, offloaded a cargo of 560 enslaved Africans at Trinidad.

THE MIDDLE PASSAGE
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The 3d edition of Moses Greenleaf’s MAP OF THE STATE OF MAINE WITH THE PROVINCE OF NEW BRUNSWICK 
(Portland: Shirley & Hyde), originally published in 1829. Henry Thoreau would consult this, and trustingly go 
to great pains to copy it, at a tavern in Mattawamkeag during September 1846.2189

The negrero Enterprise of Boston was transferred in Brazil for purposes of engaging in the slave-trade 
(SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 30th Congress, 1st session IV, Number 28, pages 79-90).

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: The rigorous climate of New England, the
character of her settlers, and their pronounced political views
gave slavery an even slighter basis here than in the Middle

1844

2189. He would be alarmed at the level of inaccuracy, of imagination, that he would discover. The latest detail map proved to be 
useless, or even harmful, as a basis for the planning of actual canoe portages!

(One can imagine that there would have been a good many excuses for cartographic surmise in the 17th Century –when obviously 
any interior detail on a map would of necessity have been derived from verbal reports of untrained travelers– but can there be any 
excuse for cartographic surmise in the 19th Century — when it might well be presumed by the viewer of such a map that this interior 
detail would have been based at least upon some preliminary survey of the topography?)

ogus Interior Lakes, Early On Bogus Lakes, No Excu

TIMELINE OF THE MAINE WOODS
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colonies. The significance of New England in the African slave-
trade does not therefore lie in the fact that she early
discountenanced the system of slavery and stopped importation;
but rather in the fact that her citizens, being the traders of
the New World, early took part in the carrying slave-trade and
furnished slaves to the other colonies. An inquiry, therefore,
into the efforts of the New England colonies to suppress the
slave-trade would fall naturally into two parts: first, and
chiefly, an investigation of the efforts to stop the
participation of citizens in the carrying slave-trade; secondly,
an examination of the efforts made to banish the slave-trade
from New England soil.

The negrero Uncas of New Orleans, since it was protected by United States papers, was allowed to clear 
despite its evident character (SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 28th Congress, 2d session IX, Number 150, 
pages 106-14).

The negrero Sooy of Newport, Rhode Island was captured by the British sloop Racer after landing 600 slaves 
on the coast of Brazil and found to be sailing without papers (HOUSE DOCUMENT, 28th Congress, 2d session 
IV, Number 148, pages 4, 36-62).

The Cyrus, of New Orleans, suspected of being a negrero, was captured by the British cruiser Alert (HOUSE 
DOCUMENT, 28th Congress, 2d session IV, Number 148, pages 3-41).

During this year and the following one, 19 negreros from Beverly, Boston, Massachusetts, Baltimore, 
Maryland, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, New-York, New York, Providence, Rhode Island, and Portland, Maine 
would be making 22 slave-collecting trips (HOUSE DOCUMENT, 30th Congress, 2d session VII, Number 61, 
pages 219-20).

Between 1844 and 1849, there would be a total of 93 negreros known to be active in the Brazilian trade 
(SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 31st Congress, 2d session II, Number 6, pages 37-8).

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: Not only did the government thus
negatively favor the slave-trade, but also many conscious,
positive acts must be attributed to a spirit hostile to the
proper enforcement of the slave-trade laws. In cases of doubt,
when the law needed executive interpretation, the decision was
usually in favor of the looser construction of the law; the trade
from New Orleans to Mobile was, for instance, declared not to
be coastwise trade, and consequently, to the joy of the Cuban
smugglers, was left utterly free and unrestricted.2190 After the
conquest of Mexico, even vessels bound to California, by the way
of Cape Horn, were allowed to clear coastwise, thus giving our
flag to “the slave-pirates of the whole world.”2191 Attorney-
General Nelson declared that the selling to a slave-trader of
an American vessel, to be delivered on the coast of Africa, was
not aiding or abetting the slave-trade.2192 So easy was it for
slavers to sail that corruption among officials was hinted at.

2190. OPINIONS OF ATTORNEYS-GENERAL, III. 512.
2191. TENTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE AMERICAN AND FOREIGN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, May 7, 1850, page 149.
2192. OPINIONS OF ATTORNEYS-GENERAL, IV. 245.

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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“There is certainly a want of proper vigilance at Havana,” wrote
Commander Perry in 1844, “and perhaps at the ports of the United
States;” and again, in the same year, “I cannot but think that
the custom-house authorities in the United States are not
sufficiently rigid in looking after vessels of suspicious
character.”2193

In the courts it was still next to impossible to secure the
punishment of the most notorious slave-trader. In 1847 a consul
writes: “The slave power in this city [i.e., Rio Janeiro] is
extremely great, and a consul doing his duty needs to be
supported kindly and effectually at home. In the case of the
‘Fame,’ where the vessel was diverted from the business intended
by her owners and employed in the slave trade —both of which
offences are punishable with death, if I rightly read the laws—
I sent home the two mates charged with these offences, for trial,
the first mate to Norfolk, the second mate to Philadelphia. What
was done with the first mate I know not. In the case of the man
sent to Philadelphia, Mr. Commissioner Kane states that a clear
prima facie case is made out, and then holds him to bail in the
sum of one thousand dollars, which would be paid by any slave trader
in Rio, on the presentation of a draft. In all this there is little
encouragement for exertion.”2194 Again, the “Perry” in 1850
captured a slaver which was about to ship 1,800 slaves. The
captain admitted his guilt, and was condemned in the United
States District Court at New York. Nevertheless, he was admitted
to bail of $5,000; this being afterward reduced to $3,000, he
forfeited it and escaped. The mate was sentenced to two years
in the penitentiary.2195 Also several slavers sent home to the
United States by the British, with clear evidence of guilt,
escaped condemnation through technicalities.2196

March 14, Thursday: Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E.Burghardt Du Bois: “Message from 
the President ... communicating ... information in relation to the abuse of the flag of the United States in ... the 
African slave trade, etc.” –SENATE DOCUMENT, 28 Cong. 1 sess. IV. No. 217.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: The Treaty of Washington, in 1842, made
the first effective compromise in the matter and broke the
unpleasant dead-lock, by substituting joint cruising by English
and American squadrons for the proposed grant of a Right of
Search. In submitting this treaty, Tyler said: “The treaty which
I now submit to you proposes no alteration, mitigation, or
modification of the rules of the law of nations. It provides
simply that each of the two Governments shall maintain on the
coast of Africa a sufficient squadron to enforce separately and
respectively the laws, rights, and obligations of the two
countries for the suppression of the slave trade.”2197 This
provision was a part of the treaty to settle the boundary
disputes with England. In the Senate, Benton moved to strike out

2193. SENATE DOC., 28th Congress, 2d session, IX. No. 150, pages 108, 132.
2194. HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENTS, 30th Congress, 2d session, VII. No. 61, page 18.
2195. Foote, AFRICA AND THE AMERICAN FLAG, pages 286-90.
2196. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1839-40, pages 913-4.
2197. SENATE EXECUTIVE JOURNAL, VI. 123.
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this article; but the attempt was defeated by a vote of 37 to
12, and the treaty was ratified.2198

This stipulation of the treaty of 1842 was never properly
carried out by the United States for any length of time.2199

Consequently the same difficulties as to search and visit by
English vessels continued to recur. Cases like the following
were frequent. The Illinois, of Gloucester, Massachusetts, while
lying at Whydah, Africa, was boarded by a British officer, but
having American papers was unmolested. Three days later she
hoisted Spanish colors and sailed away with a cargo of slaves.
Next morning she fell in with another British vessel and hoisted
American colors; the British ship had then no right to molest
her; but the captain of the slaver feared that she would, and
therefore ran his vessel aground, slaves and all. The senior
English officer reported that “had Lieutenant Cumberland brought
to and boarded the Illinois, notwithstanding the American colors
which she hoisted, ... the American master of the Illinois ... would
have complained to his Government of the detention of his
vessel.”2200 Again, a vessel which had been boarded by British
officers and found with American flag and papers was, a little
later, captured under the Spanish flag with four hundred and
thirty slaves. She had in the interim complained to the United
States government of the boarding.2201

Meanwhile, England continued to urge the granting of a Right of
Search, claiming that the stand of the United States really
amounted to the wholesale protection of pirates under her
flag.2202 The United States answered by alleging that even the
Treaty of 1842 had been misconstrued by England,2203 whereupon
there was much warm debate in Congress, and several attempts
were made to abrogate the slave-trade article of the treaty.2204

The pro-slavery party had become more and more suspicious of
England’s motives, since they had seen her abolition of the
slave-trade blossom into abolition of the system itself, and
they seized every opportunity to prevent co-operation with her.
At the same time, European interest in the question showed some
signs of weakening, and no decided action was taken. In 1845
France changed her Right of Search stipulations of 1833 to one
for joint cruising,2205 while the Germanic Federation,2206

Portugal,2207 and Chili2208enounced the trade as piracy. In 1844
Texas granted the Right of Search to England,2209 and in 1845

2198. U.S. TREATIES AND CONVENTIONS (ed. 1889), pages 436-7. For the debates in the Senate, see Congressional Globe, 27 Cong. 
3 sess. Appendix. Cass resigned on account of the acceptance of this treaty without a distinct denial of the Right of Search, claiming 
that this compromised his position in France. Cf. SENATE DOCUMENT, 27 Cong. 3 sess. II., IV. Nos. 52, 223; 29th Congress 1st 
session, VIII. No. 377.
2199. Cf. W.E. Burghardt Du Bois.
2200. SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 28th Congress 2d session, IX. No. 150, page 72.
2201. SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 28th Congress 2d session, IX. No. 150, page 77.
2202. HOUSE DOCUMENT, 27 Cong. 3 sess. V. No. 192, page 4. Cf. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1842-3, page 708 ff.
2203. HOUSE JOURNAL, 27 Cong. 3 sess. pages 431, 485-8. Cf. HOUSE DOCUMENT, 27 Cong. 3 sess. V. No. 192.
2204. Cf. W.E. Burghardt Du Bois.
2205. With a fleet of 26 vessels, reduced to 12 in 1849: BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1844-5, page 4 ff.; 1849-50, page 480.
2206. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1850-1, page 953.
2207. Portugal renewed her Right of Search treaty in 1842: BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1841-2, page 527 ff.; 1842-3, 
page 450.
2208. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1843-4, page 316.
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Belgium signed the Quintuple Treaty.2210

Discussion between England and the United States was revived
when Cass held the State portfolio, and, strange to say, the
author of “Cass’s Protest” went farther than any of his
predecessors in acknowledging the justice of England’s demands.
Said he, in 1859: “If The United States maintained that, by
carrying their flag at her masthead, any vessel became thereby
entitled to the immunity which belongs to American vessels, they
might well be reproached with assuming a position which would
go far towards shielding crimes upon the ocean from punishment;
but they advance no such pretension, while they concede that,
if in the honest examination of a vessel sailing under American
colours, but accompanied by strongly-marked suspicious
circumstances, a mistake is made, and she is found to be entitled
to the flag she bears, but no injury is committed, and the
conduct of the boarding party is irreproachable, no Government
would be likely to make a case thus exceptional in its character
a subject of serious reclamation.”2211 While admitting this and
expressing a desire to co-operate in the suppression of the
slave-trade, Cass nevertheless steadily refused all further
overtures toward a mutual Right of Search.
The increase of the slave-traffic was so great in the decade
1850-1860 that Lord John Russell proposed to the governments of
the United States, France, Spain, Portugal, and Brazil, that
they instruct their ministers to meet at London in May or June,
1860, to consider measures for the final abolition of the trade.
He stated: “It is ascertained, by repeated instances, that the
practice is for vessels to sail under the American flag. If the
flag is rightly assumed, and the papers correct, no British
cruizer can touch them. If no slaves are on board, even though
the equipment, the fittings, the water-casks, and other
circumstances prove that the ship is on a Slave Trade venture,
no American cruizer can touch them.”2212 Continued
representations of this kind were made to the paralyzed United
States government; indeed, the slave-trade of the world seemed
now to float securely under her flag. Nevertheless, Cass refused
even to participate in the proposed conference, and later
refused to accede to a proposal for joint cruising off the coast
of Cuba.2213 Great Britain offered to relieve the United States
of any embarrassment by receiving all captured Africans into the
West Indies; but President Buchanan “could not contemplate any
such arrangement,” and obstinately refused to increase the
suppressing squadron.2214

On the outbreak of the Civil War, the Lincoln administration,
through Secretary Seward, immediately expressed a willingness
to do all in its power to suppress the slave-trade.2215

2209. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1844-5, page 592. There already existed some such privileges between England and 
Texas.
2210. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1847-8, page 397 ff.
2211. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1858-9, pages 1121, 1129.
2212. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1859-60, pages 902-3.
2213. HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 36th Congress 2d session, IV. No. 7.
2214. HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 36th Congress 2d session, IV. No. 7.
2215. SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 37th Congress 2d session, V. No. 57.
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Accordingly, June 7, 1862, a treaty was signed with Great
Britain granting a mutual limited Right of Search, and
establishing mixed courts for the trial of offenders at the Cape
of Good Hope, Sierra Leone, and New York.2216 The efforts of a
half-century of diplomacy were finally crowned; Seward wrote to
Adams, “Had such a treaty been made in 1808, there would now
have been no sedition here.”2217

2216. SENATE EXECUTIVE JOURNAL, XII. 230-1, 240, 254, 256, 391, 400, 403; DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENCE, 1862, pages 141, 
158; U.S. TREATIES AND CONVENTIONS (ed. 1889), pages 454-9.
2217. DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENCE, 1862, pages 64-5. This treaty was revised in 1863. The mixed court in the West Indies had, 
by February, 1864, liberated 95,206 Africans: SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 38th Congress 1st session, No. 56, page 24.
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March 15, Friday: Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: “Report: “The 
Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the petition of ... John Hanes, ... praying an adjustment of 
his accounts for the maintenance of certain captured African slaves, ask leave to report,” etc.” –SENATE 
DOCUMENT, 28 Cong. 1 sess. IV. No. 194.

In regard to the bursting of the experimental cannon aboard the steam warship USS Princeton, above under 
the date of February 28, and in regard to the national pomp and ceremony of the funeral arrangements 
which followed, Nathaniel Peabody Rogers published the article on the following page in Concord, New 
Hampshire’s anti-slavery paper Herald of Freedom.

Isaac Hecker wrote to the Reverend Orestes Augustus Brownson in regard to the Reverend William Henry 
Channing:

May 4, Saturday: Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: “African Slave Trade: 
Report: “The Committee on Foreign Affairs, to whom was referred the petition of the American Colonization 
Society and others, respectfully report,” etc.” –HOUSE REPORTS, 28 Cong. 1 sess. II. No. 469.

There is some talk of Channing’s giving up his efforts here and going on to Brook 
Farm this spring. Last sunday morning the text of his sermon was first seek the 
Kingdom of Heaven and then all things will be added there with. His sermon was 
first seek all outward things and the Kingdom of Heaven will come. Fourierism.
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May 22, Wednesday: In Concord, Massachusetts, a birth record: “Edward Mortimer Hosmer, son of John & Mary E.H. 
May 22, 1844”

Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: “Suppression of the Slave-
Trade on the coast of Africa: Message from the President, etc.” –HOUSE DOCUMENT, 28 Cong. 1 sess. VI. No. 
263.

It was Abba Alcott’s 14th wedding anniversary.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: The enhanced price of slaves throughout
the American slave market, brought about by the new industrial
development and the laws against the slave-trade, was the
irresistible temptation that drew American capital and
enterprise into that traffic. In the United States, in spite of
the large interstate traffic, the average price of slaves rose
from about $325 in 1840, to $360 in 1850, and to $500 in 1860.2218

Brazil and Cuba offered similar inducements to smugglers, and
the American flag was ready to protect such pirates. As a result,
the American slave-trade finally came to be carried on
principally by United States capital, in United States ships,
officered by United States citizens, and under the United States
flag.
Executive reports repeatedly acknowledged this fact. In 1839 “a
careful revision of these laws” is recommended by the President,
in order that “the integrity and honor of our flag may be
carefully preserved.”2219 In June, 1841, the President declares:
“There is reason to believe that the traffic is on the increase,”
and advocates “vigorous efforts.”2220 His message in December of
the same year acknowledges: “That the American flag is grossly
abused by the abandoned and profligate of other nations is but
too probable.”2221 The special message of 1845 explains at length
that “it would seem” that a regular policy of evading the laws
is carried on: American vessels with the knowledge of the owners
are chartered by notorious slave dealers in Brazil, aided by
English capitalists, with this intent.2222 The message of 1849
“earnestly” invites the attention of Congress “to an amendment
of our existing laws relating to the African slave-trade, with
a view to the effectual suppression of that barbarous traffic.
It is not to be denied,” continues the message, “that this trade
is still, in part, carried on by means of vessels built in the
United States, and owned or navigated by some of our
citizens.”2223 Governor Buchanan of Liberia reported in 1839:
“The chief obstacle to the success of the very active measures
pursued by the British government for the suppression of the
slave-trade on the coast, is the American flag. Never was the proud
banner of freedom so extensively used by those pirates upon
liberty and humanity, as at this season.”2224 One well-known

2218. Cf. United States census reports; and Olmsted, COTTON KINGDOM.
2219. HOUSE JOURNAL, 26th Congress, 1st session, page 118.
2220. HOUSE JOURNAL, 27th Congress, 1st session, pages 31, 184.
2221. HOUSE JOURNAL, 27th Congress, 2d session, pages 14, 15, 86, 113.
2222. SENATE JOURNAL, 28th Congress, 2d session, pages 191, 227.
2223. HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENTS, 31st Congress, 1st session, III. pt. I. No. 5, page 7.
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American slaver was boarded fifteen times and twice taken into
port, but always escaped by means of her papers.2225 Even
American officers report that the English are doing all they
can, but that the American flag protects the trade.2226 The
evidence which literally poured in from our consuls and
ministers at Brazil adds to the story of the guilt of the United
States.2227 It was proven that the participation of United States
citizens in the trade was large and systematic. One of the most
notorious slave merchants of Brazil said: “I am worried by the
Americans, who insist upon my hiring their vessels for slave-
trade.”2228 Minister Proffit stated, in 1844, that the “slave-
trade is almost entirely carried on under our flag, in American-
built vessels.”2229 So, too, in Cuba: the British commissioners
affirm that American citizens were openly engaged in the
traffic; vessels arrived undisguised at Havana from the United
States, and cleared for Africa as slavers after an alleged
sale.2230 The American consul, Trist, was proven to have
consciously or unconsciously aided this trade by the issuance
of blank clearance papers.2231

The presence of American capital in these enterprises, and the
connivance of the authorities, were proven in many cases and
known in scores. In 1837 the English government informed the
United States that from the papers of a captured slaver it
appeared that the notorious slave-trading firm, Blanco and
Carballo of Havana, who owned the vessel, had correspondents in
the United States: “at Baltimore, Messrs. Peter Harmony and Co.,
in New York, Robert Barry, Esq.”2232 The slaver “Martha” of New
York, captured by the “Perry,” contained among her papers
curious revelations of the guilt of persons in America who were
little suspected.2233 The slaver “Prova,” which was allowed to
lie in the harbor of Charleston, South Carolina, and refit, was
afterwards captured with two hundred and twenty-five slaves on
board.2234 The real reason that prevented many belligerent
Congressmen from pressing certain search claims against England
lay in the fact that the unjustifiable detentions had
unfortunately revealed so much American guilt that it was deemed
wiser to let the matter end in talk. For instance, in 1850
Congress demanded information as to illegal searches, and

2224. Foote, AFRICA AND THE AMERICAN FLAG, page 152.
2225. Foote, AFRICA AND THE AMERICAN FLAG, pages 152-3.
2226. Foote, AFRICA AND THE AMERICAN FLAG, page 241.
2227. Cf. e.g. HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 28th Congress, 2d session, IV. pt. I. No. 148; 29th Congress, 1st session, III. No. 43; HOUSE 
EXECUTIVE DOCUMENTS, 30th Congress, 2d session, VII. No. 61; SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENTS, 30th Congress, 1st session, IV. 
No. 28; 31st Congress, 2d session, II. No. 6; 33d Congress, 1st session, VIII. No. 47.
2228. Foote, AFRICA AND THE AMERICAN FLAG, page 218.
2229. Foote, AFRICA AND THE AMERICAN FLAG, page 221.
2230. Palmerston to Stevenson: HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 26th Congress, 2d session, V. No. 115, page 5. In 1836 five such slavers were 
known to have cleared; in 1837, eleven; in 1838, nineteen; and in 1839, twenty-three: HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 26th Congress, 2d 
session, V. No. 115, pages 220-1.
2231. PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1839, Volume XLIX., SLAVE TRADE, class A, Further Series, pages 58-9; class B, Further Series, 
page 110; class D, Further Series, page 25. Trist pleaded ignorance of the law: Trist to Forsyth, HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 26th Congress, 
2d session, V. No. 115.
2232. HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 26th Congress, 2d session, V. No. 115.
2233. Foote, AFRICA AND THE AMERICAN FLAG, page 290.
2234. HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 26th Congress, 2d session, V. No. 115, pages 121, 163-6.
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President Fillmore’s report showed the uncomfortable fact that,
of the ten American ships wrongly detained by English men-of-
war, nine were proven red-handed slavers.2235

The consul at Havana reported, in 1836, that whole cargoes of
slaves fresh from Africa were being daily shipped to Texas in
American vessels, that 1,000 had been sent within a few months,
that the rate was increasing, and that many of these slaves “can
scarcely fail to find their way into the United States.”
Moreover, the consul acknowledged that ships frequently cleared
for the United States in ballast, taking on a cargo at some
secret point.2236 When with these facts we consider the law
facilitating “recovery” of slaves from Texas,2237 the repeated
refusals to regulate the Texan trade, and the shelving of a
proposed congressional investigation into these matters,2238

conjecture becomes a practical certainty. It was estimated in
1838 that 15,000 Africans were annually taken to Texas, and
“there are even grounds for suspicion that there are other
places ... where slaves are introduced.”2239 Between 1847 and
1853 the slave smuggler Drake had a slave depot in the Gulf,
where sometimes as many as 1,600 Negroes were on hand, and the
owners were continually importing and shipping. “The joint-stock
company,” writes this smuggler, “was a very extensive one, and
connected with leading American and Spanish mercantile houses.
Our island2240 was visited almost weekly, by agents from Cuba,
New York, Baltimore, Philadelphia, Boston, and New Orleans....
The seasoned and instructed slaves were taken to Texas, or
Florida, overland, and to Cuba, in sailing-boats. As no squad
contained more than half a dozen, no difficulty was found in
posting them to the United States, without discovery, and
generally without suspicion.... The Bay Island plantation sent
ventures weekly to the Florida Keys. Slaves were taken into the
great American swamps, and there kept till wanted for the
market. Hundreds were sold as captured runaways from the Florida
wilderness. We had agents in every slave State; and our coasters
were built in Maine, and came out with lumber. I could tell
curious stories ... of this business of smuggling Bozal negroes
into the United States. It is growing more profitable every
year, and if you should hang all the Yankee merchants engaged
in it, hundreds would fill their places.”2241 Inherent
probability and concurrent testimony confirm the substantial
truth of such confessions. For instance, one traveller discovers
on a Southern plantation Negroes who can speak no English.2242

2235. SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENTS, 31st Congress, 1st session, XIV No. 66.
2236. Trist to Forsyth: HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 26th Congress, 2d session, V. No. 115. “The business of supplying the United States 
with Africans from this island is one that must necessarily exist,” because “slaves are a hundred per cent, or more, higher in the 
United States than in Cuba,” and this profit “is a temptation which it is not in human nature as modified by American institutions 
to withstand”: HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 26th Congress, 2d session, V. No. 115.
2237. STATUTES AT LARGE, V. 674.
2238. Cf. STATUTES AT LARGE, V., page 157, note 1.
2239. Buxton, THE AFRICAN SLAVE TRADE AND ITS REMEDY, pages 44-5. Cf. 2D REPORT OF THE LONDON AFRICAN SOCIETY, page 
22.
2240. I.e., Bay Island in the Gulf of Mexico, near the coast of Honduras.
2241. REVELATIONS OF A SLAVE SMUGGLER, page 98.
2242. Mr. H. Moulton in SLAVERY AS IT IS, page 140; cited in FACTS AND OBSERVATIONS ON THE SLAVE TRADE (Friends’ ed. 
1841), page 8.
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The careful reports of the Quakers “apprehend that many [slaves]
are also introduced into the United States.”2243 Governor Mathew
of the Bahama Islands reports that “in more than one instance,
Bahama vessels with coloured crews have been purposely wrecked
on the coast of Florida, and the crews forcibly sold.” This was
brought to the notice of the United States authorities, but the
district attorney of Florida could furnish no information.2244

Such was the state of the slave-trade in 1850, on the threshold
of the critical decade which by a herculean effort was destined
finally to suppress it.

November 25, Monday: Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: “Report of the 
Secretary of the Navy.” –HOUSE DOCUMENT, 28 Cong. 2 sess. I. No. 2, p. 514.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: A somewhat more sincere and determined
effort to enforce the slave-trade laws now followed; and yet it
is a significant fact that not until Lincoln’s administration
did a slave-trader suffer death for violating the laws of the
United States. The participation of Americans in the trade
continued, declining somewhat between 1825 and 1830, and then
reviving, until it reached its highest activity between 1840 and
1860. The development of a vast internal slave-trade, and the
consequent rise in the South of vested interests strongly
opposed to slave smuggling, led to a falling off in the illicit
introduction of Negroes after 1825, until the fifties;
nevertheless, smuggling never entirely ceased, and large numbers
were thus added to the plantations of the Gulf States.
Monroe had various constitutional scruples as to the execution
of the Act of 1819;2245 but, as Congress took no action, he at
last put a fair interpretation on his powers, and appointed
Samuel Bacon as an agent in Africa to form a settlement for
recaptured Africans. Gradually the agency thus formed became
merged with that of the Colonization Society on Cape Mesurado;
and from this union Liberia was finally evolved.2246

Meantime, during the years 1818 to 1820, the activity of the
slave-traders was prodigious. General James Tallmadge declared
in the House, February 15, 1819: “Our laws are already highly
penal against their introduction, and yet, it is a well known
fact, that about fourteen thousand slaves have been brought into
our country this last year.”2247 In the same year Middleton of
South Carolina and Wright of Virginia estimated illicit
introduction at 13,000 and 15,000 respectively.2248 Judge Story,

2243. In a memorial to Congress, 1840: HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 26th Congress, 1st session, VI. No. 211.
2244. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1845-6, pages 883, 968, 989-90. The governor wrote in reply: “The United States, if 
properly served by their law officers in the Floridas, will not experience any difficulty in obtaining the requisite knowledge of these 
illegal transactions, which, I have reason to believe, were the subject of common notoriety in the neighbourhood where they 
occurred, and of boast on the part of those concerned in them”: BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1845-6, page 990.
2245. Attorney-General Wirt advised him, October, 1819, that no part of the appropriation could be used to purchase land in Africa 
or tools for the Negroes, or as salary for the agent: OPINIONS OF ATTORNEYS-GENERAL, I. 314-7. Monroe laid the case before 
Congress in a special message Dec. 20, 1819 (HOUSE JOURNAL, 16th Congress 1st session, page 57); but no action was taken there.
2246. Cf. Kendall’s Report, August, 1830: SENATE DOCUMENT, 21st Congress 2d session, I. No. 1, pages 211-8; also see below, 
Chapter X.
2247. Speech in the House of Representatives, Feb. 15, 1819, page 18; published in Boston, 1849.
2248. Jay, INQUIRY INTO AMERICAN COLONIZATION (1838), page 59, note.
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in charging a jury, took occasion to say: “We have but too many
proofs from unquestionable sources, that it [the slave-trade]
is still carried on with all the implacable rapacity of former
times. Avarice has grown more subtle in its evasions, and
watches and seizes its prey with an appetite quickened rather
than suppressed by its guilty vigils. American citizens are
steeped to their very mouths (I can hardly use too bold a figure)
in this stream of iniquity.”2249 The following year, 1820,
brought some significant statements from various members of
Congress. Said Smith of South Carolina: “Pharaoh was, for his
temerity, drowned in the Red Sea, in pursuing them [the
Israelites] contrary to God’s express will; but our Northern
friends have not been afraid even of that, in their zeal to
furnish the Southern States with Africans. They are better
seamen than Pharaoh, and calculate by that means to elude the
vigilance of Heaven; which they seem to disregard, if they can
but elude the violated laws of their country.”2250 As late as May
he saw little hope of suppressing the traffic.2251 Sergeant of
Pennsylvania declared: “It is notorious that, in spite of the
utmost vigilance that can be employed, African negroes are
clandestinely brought in and sold as slaves.”2252 Plumer of New
Hampshire stated that “of the unhappy beings, thus in violation
of all laws transported to our shores, and thrown by force into
the mass of our black population, scarcely one in a hundred is
ever detected by the officers of the General Government, in a
part of the country, where, if we are to believe the statement
of Governor Rabun, ‘an officer who would perform his duty, by
attempting to enforce the law [against the slave trade] is, by
many, considered as an officious meddler, and treated with
derision and contempt;’ ... I have been told by a gentleman, who
has attended particularly to this subject, that ten thousand
slaves were in one year smuggled into the United States; and
that, even for the last year, we must count the number not by
hundreds, but by thousands.”2253 In 1821 a committee of Congress
characterized prevailing methods as those “of the grossest fraud
that could be practised to deceive the officers of
government.”2254 Another committee, in 1822, after a careful
examination of the subject, declare that they “find it
impossible to measure with precision the effect produced upon
the American branch of the slave trade by the laws above
mentioned, and the seizures under them. They are unable to
state, whether those American merchants, the American capital
and seamen which heretofore aided in this traffic, have
abandoned it altogether, or have sought shelter under the flags
of other nations.” They then state the suspicious circumstance
that, with the disappearance of the American flag from the
traffic, “the trade, notwithstanding, increases annually, under

2249. Quoted in Friends’ FACTS AND OBSERVATIONS ON THE SLAVE TRADE (ed. 1841), pages 7-8.
2250. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 16th Congress 1st session, pages 270-1.
2251. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 16th Congress 1st session, page 698.
2252. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 16th Congress 1st session, page 1207.
2253. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 16th Congress 1st session, page 1433.
2254. Referring particularly to the case of the slaver “Plattsburg.” Cf. HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress 1st session, II. No. 92, page 
10.

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY

HDT WHAT? INDEX
the flags of other nations.” They complain of the spasmodic
efforts of the executive. They say that the first United States
cruiser arrived on the African coast in March, 1820, and
remained a “few weeks;” that since then four others had in two
years made five visits in all; but “since the middle of last
November, the commencement of the healthy season on that coast,
no vessel has been, nor, as your committee is informed, is, under
orders for that service.”2255 The United States African agent,
Ayres, reported in 1823: “I was informed by an American officer
who had been on the coast in 1820, that he had boarded 20
American vessels in one morning, lying in the port of Gallinas,
and fitted for the reception of slaves. It is a lamentable fact,
that most of the harbours, between the Senegal and the line,
were visited by an equal number of American vessels, and for the
sole purpose of carrying away slaves. Although for some years
the coast had been occasionally visited by our cruizers, their
short stay and seldom appearance had made but slight impression
on those traders, rendered hardy by repetition of crime, and
avaricious by excessive gain. They were enabled by a regular
system to gain intelligence of any cruizer being on the
coast.”2256

Even such spasmodic efforts bore abundant fruit, and indicated
what vigorous measures might have accomplished. Between May,
1818, and November, 1821, nearly six hundred Africans were
recaptured and eleven American slavers taken.2257 Such measures
gradually changed the character of the trade, and opened the
international phase of the question. American slavers cleared
for foreign ports, there took a foreign flag and papers, and
then sailed boldly past American cruisers, although their real
character was often well known. More stringent clearance laws
and consular instructions might have greatly reduced this
practice; but nothing was ever done, and gradually the laws
became in large measure powerless to deal with the bulk of the
illicit trade. In 1820, September 16, a British officer, in his
official report, declares that, in spite of United States laws,
“American vessels, American subjects, and American capital, are
unquestionably engaged in the trade, though under other colours
and in disguise.”2258 The United States ship “Cyane” at one time
reported ten captures within a few days, adding: “Although they
are evidently owned by Americans, they are so completely covered
by Spanish papers that it is impossible to condemn them.”2259 The

2255. HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress 1st session, II. No. 92, page 2. The President had in his message spoken in exhilarating tones 
of the success of the government in suppressing the trade. The House Committee appointed in pursuance of this passage made the 
above report. Their conclusions are confirmed by British reports: PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1822, Vol. XXII., SLAVE TRADE, 
Further Papers, III. page 44. So, too, in 1823, Ashmun, the African agent, reports that thousands of slaves are being abducted.
2256. Ayres to the Secretary of the Navy, Feb. 24, 1823; reprinted in FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE (1824), page 
31.
2257. HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress 1st session, II. No. 92, pages 5-6. The slavers were the “Ramirez,” “Endymion,” 
“Esperanza,” “Plattsburg,” “Science,” “Alexander,” “Eugene,” “Mathilde,” “Daphne,” “Eliza,” and “La Pensée.” In these 573 
Africans were taken. The naval officers were greatly handicapped by the size of the ships, etc. (cf. FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN 
SLAVE-TRADE (1824), pages 33-41). They nevertheless acted with great zeal.
2258. PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1821, Vol. XXIII., SLAVE TRADE, Further Papers, A, page 76. The names and description of a 
dozen or more American slavers are given: PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1821, Vol. XXIII., SLAVE TRADE, Further Papers, A, pages 
18-21.
2259. HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress 1st session, II. No. 92, pages 15-20.
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governor of Sierra Leone reported the rivers Nunez and Pongas
full of renegade European and American slave-traders;2260 the
trade was said to be carried on “to an extent that almost
staggers belief.”2261 Down to 1824 or 1825, reports from all
quarters prove this activity in slave-trading.
The execution of the laws within the country exhibits grave
defects and even criminal negligence. Attorney-General Wirt
finds it necessary to assure collectors, in 1819, that “it is
against public policy to dispense with prosecutions for
violation of the law to prohibit the Slave trade.”2262 One
district attorney writes: “It appears to be almost impossible
to enforce the laws of the United States against offenders after
the negroes have been landed in the state.”2263 Again, it is
asserted that “when vessels engaged in the slave trade have been
detained by the American cruizers, and sent into the slave-
holding states, there appears at once a difficulty in securing
the freedom to these captives which the laws of the United States
have decreed for them.”2264 In some cases, one man would smuggle
in the Africans and hide them in the woods; then his partner
would “rob” him, and so all trace be lost.2265 Perhaps 350
Africans were officially reported as brought in contrary to law
from 1818 to 1820: the absurdity of this figure is apparent.2266

A circular letter to the marshals, in 1821, brought reports of
only a few well-known cases, like that of the “General Ramirez;”
the marshal of Louisiana had “no information.”2267

There appears to be little positive evidence of a large illicit
importation into the country for a decade after 1825. It is
hardly possible, however, considering the activity in the trade,
that slaves were not largely imported. Indeed, when we note how
the laws were continually broken in other respects, absence of
evidence of petty smuggling becomes presumptive evidence that
collusive or tacit understanding of officers and citizens
allowed the trade to some extent.2268 Finally, it must be noted
that during all this time scarcely a man suffered for
participating in the trade, beyond the loss of the Africans and,
more rarely, of his ship. Red-handed slavers, caught in the act
and convicted, were too often, like La Coste of South Carolina,
the subjects of executive clemency.2269 In certain cases there
were those who even had the effrontery to ask Congress to cancel
their own laws. For instance, in 1819 a Venezuelan privateer,
secretly fitted out and manned by Americans in Baltimore,
succeeded in capturing several American, Portuguese, and Spanish
slavers, and appropriating the slaves; being finally wrecked

2260. HOUSE DOCUMENT, 18th Congress 1st session, VI. No. 119, page 13.
2261. PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1823, Vol. XVIII., SLAVE TRADE, Further Papers, A, pages 10-11.
2262. OPINIONS OF ATTORNEYS-GENERAL, V. 717.
2263. R.W. Habersham to the Secretary of the Navy, August, 1821; reprinted in FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE 
(1824), page 47.
2264. FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE (1824), page 42.
2265. FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE (1824), page 43.
2266. Cf. above, pages 126-7.
2267. FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE (1824), page 42.
2268. A few accounts of captures here and there would make the matter less suspicious; these, however, do not occur. How large 
this suspected illicit traffic was, it is of course impossible to say; there is no reason why it may not have reached many hundreds per 
year.
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herself, she transferred her crew and slaves to one of her
prizes, the “Antelope,” which was eventually captured by a
United States cruiser and the 280 Africans sent to Georgia.
After much litigation, the United States Supreme Court ordered
those captured from Spaniards to be surrendered, and the others
to be returned to Africa. By some mysterious process, only 139
Africans now remained, 100 of whom were sent to Africa. The
Spanish claimants of the remaining thirty-nine sold them to a
certain Mr. Wilde, who gave bond to transport them out of the
country. Finally, in December, 1827, there came an innocent
petition to Congress to cancel this bond.2270 A bill to that effect
passed and was approved, May 2, 1828,2271 and in consequence
these Africans remained as slaves in Georgia.
On the whole, it is plain that, although in the period from 1807
to 1820 Congress laid down broad lines of legislation
sufficient, save in some details, to suppress the African slave
trade to America, yet the execution of these laws was criminally
lax. Moreover, by the facility with which slavers could disguise
their identity, it was possible for them to escape even a
vigorous enforcement of our laws. This situation could properly
be met only by energetic and sincere international co-
operation....2272

2269. Cf. editorial in Niles’s Register, XXII. 114. Cf. also the following instances of pardons: — 
PRESIDENT JEFFERSON: March 1, 1808, Phillip M. Topham, convicted for “carrying on an illegal slave-trade” (pardoned twice). 
PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, I. 146, 148-9.
PRESIDENT MADISON: July 29, 1809, 15 vessels arrived at New Orleans from Cuba, with 666 white persons and 683 negroes. 
Every penalty incurred under the Act of 1807 was remitted. (Note: “Several other pardons of this nature were granted.”) PARDONS 
AND REMISSIONS, I. 179.
Nov. 8, 1809, John Hopkins and Lewis Le Roy, convicted for importing a slave. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, I. 184-5.
Feb. 12, 1810, William Sewall, convicted for importing slaves. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, I. 194, 235, 240.
May 5, 1812, William Babbit, convicted for importing slaves. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, I. 248.
PRESIDENT MONROE: June 11, 1822, Thomas Shields, convicted for bringing slaves into New Orleans. PARDONS AND 
REMISSIONS, IV. 15.
Aug. 24, 1822, J.F. Smith, sentenced to five years’ imprisonment and $3000 fine; served twenty-five months and was then pardoned. 
PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 22.
July 23, 1823, certain parties liable to penalties for introducing slaves into Alabama. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 63.
Aug. 15, 1823, owners of schooner “Mary,” convicted of importing slaves. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 66.
PRESIDENT J.Q. ADAMS: March 4, 1826, Robert Perry; his ship was forfeited for slave-trading. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 
140.
Jan. 17, 1827, Jesse Perry; forfeited ship, and was convicted for introducing slaves. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 158.
Feb. 13, 1827, Zenas Winston; incurred penalties for slave-trading. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 161. The four following cases 
are similar to that of Winston: — 
Feb. 24, 1827, John Tucker and William Morbon. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 162.
March 25, 1828, Joseph Badger. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 192.
Feb. 19, 1829, L.R. Wallace. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 215.
PRESIDENT JACKSON: Five cases. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 225, 270, 301, 393, 440.
The above cases were taken from manuscript copies of the Washington records, made by Mr. W.C. Endicott, Jr., and kindly loaned 
me.
2270. See SENATE JOURNAL, 20th Congress 1st session, pages 60, 66, 340, 341, 343, 348, 352, 355; HOUSE JOURNAL, 20th Congress 
1st session, pages 59, 76, 123, 134, 156, 169, 173, 279, 634, 641, 646, 647, 688, 692.
2271. STATUTES AT LARGE, VI. 376.
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Zanzibar abolished its slave trade.

The negrero Porpoise was trading to Brazil (HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 30th Congress, 2d session VII, 
Number 61, pages 111-56, 212-4).

During this year and the following one the negreros Patuxent, Pons, Robert Wilson, Merchant, and Panther 
would be captured by Commodore Skinner (HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 31st Congress, 1st session IX, 
Number 73).

2272. Among interesting minor proceedings in this period were two Senate bills to register slaves so as to prevent illegal 
importation. They were both dropped in the House; a House proposition to the same effect also came to nothing: SENATE JOURNAL, 
15th Congress 1st session, pages 147, 152, 157, 165, 170, 188, 201, 203, 232, 237; 15th Congress 2d session, pages 63, 74, 77, 202, 
207, 285, 291, 297; HOUSE JOURNAL, 15th Congress 1st session, page 332; 15th Congress 2d session, pages 303, 305, 316; 16th 
Congress 1st session, page 150. Another proposition was contained in the Meigs resolution presented to the House, Feb. 5, 1820, 
which proposed to devote the public lands to the suppression of the slave-trade. This was ruled out of order. It was presented again 
and laid on the table in 1821: HOUSE JOURNAL, 16th Congress 1st session, pages 196, 200, 227; 16th Congress 2d session, page 238.
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BURSTING OF THE PAIXHAN GUN.
The reader has heard, by this time, of the terrible catastrophe on board the
nation’s War-Steamer, Princeton — where five of our governmental chieftains
were stricken down at once by the exploded fragments of a great death-engine
— intended by them for the destruction of others. They were practising with
it, and amusing themselves with exhibitions of its hideous power.
Five chieftains, and a slave killed, John Tyler’s slave. The bursting of the
Paixhan gun has emancipated him — and left his owner behind. How busy death
has been on every side of that owner, since he was thrown up into power by the
fermentation of 1840! Above him and below him, in place, “the insatiate
archer,” (as poetry has called a dull genius, that never shot an arrow in
his life,) has brought down the tall men, and left him standing, like
an ungleaned stalk, in a harvested corn-field. He seems to have been the
subject of a passover. I saw account of the burial of those slaughtered
politicians. The hearses passed along, of Upshur, Gilmer, Kennon, Maxcy,
and Gardner, —but the dead slave, who fell in company with them —on the deck
of the Princeton, was not there. He was held their equal by the impartial gun-
burst, but not allowed by the bereaved nation, a share in the funeral.
The five chiefs were borne pompously to the grave, under palls attended
by rival expectants of the places they filled before they fell, (not those they
now fill) but the poor slave was left by the nation to find his way thither
as he might, —or to tarry above ground. Out upon their funeral — and upon the
paltry procession that went in its train. Why didn’t they inquire for the body
of the other man who fell on that deck! And why hasn’t the nation inquired — and
its press? I saw account of the scene, in a barbarian print called the Boston
Atlas — and it was dumb on the absence of that body — as if no such man had
fallen. Why, I demand in the name of human nature, was that sixth man of the
game brought down by that great shot — left unburied and above ground? —for
there is no account yet, that his body has been allowed the rites of sepulture.
What ailed him, that he was not buried? Wasn’t he dead? Wasn’t he killed as dead
as Upshur and Gilmer? And didn’t the same explosion kill him? And won’t his
corse decay, like theirs? Don’t it want burying as much? Did they throw it
overboard from the deck of the steamer, —to feed the fishes? What have they
done with it! Six men were slain by the bursting of that gun — and but five
were borne along in that funeral train. Where have they left the sixth? Could
they remember their miserable color-phobia, at an hour like this? Did the
corses of those mangled and slaughtered secretaries revolt
at the companionship of their fellow-slain, and demur at being seen going
with him to the grave? If not, what ailed the black man, I ask again, who died
on the deck of the steamer with Abel Upshur and Thomas Gilmer, that he couldn’t
be buried? Are they cannibals, at that government seat, and have they otherwise
disposed of that corse? For what would not they do to a lifeless body — who would
enslave it, when alive? I will not entertain the hideous conjecture — though
they did enslave him in his life-time. But they didn’t bury him, even as a slave.
They didn’t assign him a jim-crow place in that solemn procession, that he
might follow, to wait upon his enslavers in the land of spirits. They have gone
there without slaves, or waiters. Possibly John Tyler may have had a hole dug
somewhere in the ground, to tumble in his emancipated slave. Possibly not.
Nobody knows, probably — nobody cares. They mentioned his death among the
statistics of that deck, and that is the last we hear of the slave. His tyrants
and enslavers are borne to their long home, with pomp and circumstance, and
their mangled clay honored and lamented by a pious people. The poor black man

— they enslaved and imbruted him all his life-time, and now he is dead, they
have, for aught appears, left him to decay and waste above ground. Let the
civilized world take note of the circumstance.
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February 20, Thursday: When the local Californios rebelled against the Mexican officials of Governor Manuel 
Micheltorena, James Pierson Beckwourth joined their side for the Battle of Cahuenga. The battle really didn’t 
amount to much. The Mexicans had three cannon and the Californios, under Pio Pico, two, and these deadly 
distance weapons were brought just about within range of each other in the hills above what has since become 
Hollywood and beautiful downtown Burbank. It seems a horse got its head blown off, and a mule was injured, 
but since all the people involved, like our Jim Beckwourth, were sheltering themselves against the banks of 
the Los Angeles River and keeping their heads well down, there don’t seem to have been human injuries. On 
the following day when the cannonading resumed, Governor Micheltorena would find that he needed to stick 
up a white flag — because most of his soldiers had during the night sneaked off and joined the other side. (For 
many years it would be possible to find cannon balls in the dirt in the vicinity of Warner Brothers Studio.)

Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: President John Tyler sent the US 
Congress information about the violation of Brazilian slave-trade laws by American nationals (HOUSE 
JOURNAL, 28th Congress, 2d session, pages 425, 463; HOUSE DOCUMENT, 28th Congress, 2d session, IV. No. 
148; cf. HOUSE DOCUMENT, 29th Congress, 1st session, III. No. 43).

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: A somewhat more sincere and determined
effort to enforce the slave-trade laws now followed; and yet it
is a significant fact that not until Lincoln’s administration
did a slave-trader suffer death for violating the laws of the
United States. The participation of Americans in the trade
continued, declining somewhat between 1825 and 1830, and then
reviving, until it reached its highest activity between 1840 and
1860. The development of a vast internal slave-trade, and the
consequent rise in the South of vested interests strongly
opposed to slave smuggling, led to a falling off in the illicit
introduction of Negroes after 1825, until the fifties;
nevertheless, smuggling never entirely ceased, and large numbers
were thus added to the plantations of the Gulf States.
Monroe had various constitutional scruples as to the execution
of the Act of 1819;2273 but, as Congress took no action, he at
last put a fair interpretation on his powers, and appointed
Samuel Bacon as an agent in Africa to form a settlement for
recaptured Africans. Gradually the agency thus formed became
merged with that of the Colonization Society on Cape Mesurado;
and from this union Liberia was finally evolved.2274

Meantime, during the years 1818 to 1820, the activity of the
slave-traders was prodigious. General James Tallmadge declared
in the House, February 15, 1819: “Our laws are already highly
penal against their introduction, and yet, it is a well known
fact, that about fourteen thousand slaves have been brought into
our country this last year.”2275 In the same year Middleton of
South Carolina and Wright of Virginia estimated illicit
introduction at 13,000 and 15,000 respectively.2276 Judge Story,
in charging a jury, took occasion to say: “We have but too many
proofs from unquestionable sources, that it [the slave-trade]

2273. Attorney-General Wirt advised him, October, 1819, that no part of the appropriation could be used to purchase land in Africa 
or tools for the Negroes, or as salary for the agent: OPINIONS OF ATTORNEYS-GENERAL, I. 314-7. Monroe laid the case before 
Congress in a special message Dec. 20, 1819 (HOUSE JOURNAL, 16th Congress 1st session, page 57); but no action was taken there.
2274. Cf. Kendall’s Report, August, 1830: SENATE DOCUMENT, 21st Congress 2d session, I. No. 1, pages 211-8; also see below, 
Chapter X.
2275. Speech in the House of Representatives, Feb. 15, 1819, page 18; published in Boston, 1849.
2276. Jay, INQUIRY INTO AMERICAN COLONIZATION (1838), page 59, note.
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is still carried on with all the implacable rapacity of former
times. Avarice has grown more subtle in its evasions, and
watches and seizes its prey with an appetite quickened rather
than suppressed by its guilty vigils. American citizens are
steeped to their very mouths (I can hardly use too bold a figure)
in this stream of iniquity.”2277 The following year, 1820,
brought some significant statements from various members of
Congress. Said Smith of South Carolina: “Pharaoh was, for his
temerity, drowned in the Red Sea, in pursuing them [the
Israelites] contrary to God’s express will; but our Northern
friends have not been afraid even of that, in their zeal to
furnish the Southern States with Africans. They are better
seamen than Pharaoh, and calculate by that means to elude the
vigilance of Heaven; which they seem to disregard, if they can
but elude the violated laws of their country.”2278 As late as May
he saw little hope of suppressing the traffic.2279 Sergeant of
Pennsylvania declared: “It is notorious that, in spite of the
utmost vigilance that can be employed, African negroes are
clandestinely brought in and sold as slaves.”2280 Plumer of New
Hampshire stated that “of the unhappy beings, thus in violation
of all laws transported to our shores, and thrown by force into
the mass of our black population, scarcely one in a hundred is
ever detected by the officers of the General Government, in a
part of the country, where, if we are to believe the statement
of Governor Rabun, ‘an officer who would perform his duty, by
attempting to enforce the law [against the slave trade] is, by
many, considered as an officious meddler, and treated with
derision and contempt;’ ... I have been told by a gentleman, who
has attended particularly to this subject, that ten thousand
slaves were in one year smuggled into the United States; and
that, even for the last year, we must count the number not by
hundreds, but by thousands.”2281 In 1821 a committee of Congress
characterized prevailing methods as those “of the grossest fraud
that could be practised to deceive the officers of
government.”2282 Another committee, in 1822, after a careful
examination of the subject, declare that they “find it
impossible to measure with precision the effect produced upon
the American branch of the slave trade by the laws above
mentioned, and the seizures under them. They are unable to
state, whether those American merchants, the American capital
and seamen which heretofore aided in this traffic, have
abandoned it altogether, or have sought shelter under the flags
of other nations.” They then state the suspicious circumstance
that, with the disappearance of the American flag from the
traffic, “the trade, notwithstanding, increases annually, under
the flags of other nations.” They complain of the spasmodic
efforts of the executive. They say that the first United States

2277. Quoted in Friends’ FACTS AND OBSERVATIONS ON THE SLAVE TRADE (ed. 1841), pages 7-8.
2278. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 16th Congress 1st session, pages 270-1.
2279. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 16th Congress 1st session, page 698.
2280. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 16th Congress 1st session, page 1207.
2281. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 16th Congress 1st session, page 1433.
2282. Referring particularly to the case of the slaver “Plattsburg.” Cf. HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress 1st session, II. No. 92, page 
10.
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cruiser arrived on the African coast in March, 1820, and
remained a “few weeks;” that since then four others had in two
years made five visits in all; but “since the middle of last
November, the commencement of the healthy season on that coast,
no vessel has been, nor, as your committee is informed, is, under
orders for that service.”2283 The United States African agent,
Ayres, reported in 1823: “I was informed by an American officer
who had been on the coast in 1820, that he had boarded 20
American vessels in one morning, lying in the port of Gallinas,
and fitted for the reception of slaves. It is a lamentable fact,
that most of the harbours, between the Senegal and the line,
were visited by an equal number of American vessels, and for the
sole purpose of carrying away slaves. Although for some years
the coast had been occasionally visited by our cruizers, their
short stay and seldom appearance had made but slight impression
on those traders, rendered hardy by repetition of crime, and
avaricious by excessive gain. They were enabled by a regular
system to gain intelligence of any cruizer being on the
coast.”2284

Even such spasmodic efforts bore abundant fruit, and indicated
what vigorous measures might have accomplished. Between May,
1818, and November, 1821, nearly six hundred Africans were
recaptured and eleven American slavers taken.2285 Such measures
gradually changed the character of the trade, and opened the
international phase of the question. American slavers cleared
for foreign ports, there took a foreign flag and papers, and
then sailed boldly past American cruisers, although their real
character was often well known. More stringent clearance laws
and consular instructions might have greatly reduced this
practice; but nothing was ever done, and gradually the laws
became in large measure powerless to deal with the bulk of the
illicit trade. In 1820, September 16, a British officer, in his
official report, declares that, in spite of United States laws,
“American vessels, American subjects, and American capital, are
unquestionably engaged in the trade, though under other colours
and in disguise.”2286 The United States ship “Cyane” at one time
reported ten captures within a few days, adding: “Although they
are evidently owned by Americans, they are so completely covered
by Spanish papers that it is impossible to condemn them.”2287 The
governor of Sierra Leone reported the rivers Nunez and Pongas
full of renegade European and American slave-traders;2288 the

2283. HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress 1st session, II. No. 92, page 2. The President had in his message spoken in exhilarating tones 
of the success of the government in suppressing the trade. The House Committee appointed in pursuance of this passage made the 
above report. Their conclusions are confirmed by British reports: PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1822, Vol. XXII., SLAVE TRADE, 
Further Papers, III. page 44. So, too, in 1823, Ashmun, the African agent, reports that thousands of slaves are being abducted.
2284. Ayres to the Secretary of the Navy, Feb. 24, 1823; reprinted in FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE (1824), page 
31.
2285. HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress 1st session, II. No. 92, pages 5-6. The slavers were the “Ramirez,” “Endymion,” 
“Esperanza,” “Plattsburg,” “Science,” “Alexander,” “Eugene,” “Mathilde,” “Daphne,” “Eliza,” and “La Pensée.” In these 573 
Africans were taken. The naval officers were greatly handicapped by the size of the ships, etc. (cf. FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN 
SLAVE-TRADE (1824), pages 33-41). They nevertheless acted with great zeal.
2286. PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1821, Vol. XXIII., SLAVE TRADE, Further Papers, A, page 76. The names and description of a 
dozen or more American slavers are given: PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1821, Vol. XXIII., SLAVE TRADE, Further Papers, A, pages 
18-21.
2287. HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress 1st session, II. No. 92, pages 15-20.
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trade was said to be carried on “to an extent that almost
staggers belief.”2289 Down to 1824 or 1825, reports from all
quarters prove this activity in slave-trading.
The execution of the laws within the country exhibits grave
defects and even criminal negligence. Attorney-General Wirt
finds it necessary to assure collectors, in 1819, that “it is
against public policy to dispense with prosecutions for
violation of the law to prohibit the Slave trade.”2290 One
district attorney writes: “It appears to be almost impossible
to enforce the laws of the United States against offenders after
the negroes have been landed in the state.”2291 Again, it is
asserted that “when vessels engaged in the slave trade have been
detained by the American cruizers, and sent into the slave-
holding states, there appears at once a difficulty in securing
the freedom to these captives which the laws of the United States
have decreed for them.”2292 In some cases, one man would smuggle
in the Africans and hide them in the woods; then his partner
would “rob” him, and so all trace be lost.2293 Perhaps 350
Africans were officially reported as brought in contrary to law
from 1818 to 1820: the absurdity of this figure is apparent.2294

A circular letter to the marshals, in 1821, brought reports of
only a few well-known cases, like that of the “General Ramirez;”
the marshal of Louisiana had “no information.”2295

There appears to be little positive evidence of a large illicit
importation into the country for a decade after 1825. It is
hardly possible, however, considering the activity in the trade,
that slaves were not largely imported. Indeed, when we note how
the laws were continually broken in other respects, absence of
evidence of petty smuggling becomes presumptive evidence that
collusive or tacit understanding of officers and citizens
allowed the trade to some extent.2296 Finally, it must be noted
that during all this time scarcely a man suffered for
participating in the trade, beyond the loss of the Africans and,
more rarely, of his ship. Red-handed slavers, caught in the act
and convicted, were too often, like La Coste of South Carolina,
the subjects of executive clemency.2297 In certain cases there
were those who even had the effrontery to ask Congress to cancel
their own laws. For instance, in 1819 a Venezuelan privateer,
secretly fitted out and manned by Americans in Baltimore,
succeeded in capturing several American, Portuguese, and Spanish
slavers, and appropriating the slaves; being finally wrecked
herself, she transferred her crew and slaves to one of her
prizes, the “Antelope,” which was eventually captured by a

2288. HOUSE DOCUMENT, 18th Congress 1st session, VI. No. 119, page 13.
2289. PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1823, Vol. XVIII., SLAVE TRADE, Further Papers, A, pages 10-11.
2290. OPINIONS OF ATTORNEYS-GENERAL, V. 717.
2291. R.W. Habersham to the Secretary of the Navy, August, 1821; reprinted in FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE 
(1824), page 47.
2292. FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE (1824), page 42.
2293. FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE (1824), page 43.
2294. Cf. above, pages 126-7.
2295. FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE (1824), page 42.
2296. A few accounts of captures here and there would make the matter less suspicious; these, however, do not occur. How large 
this suspected illicit traffic was, it is of course impossible to say; there is no reason why it may not have reached many hundreds per 
year.
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United States cruiser and the 280 Africans sent to Georgia.
After much litigation, the United States Supreme Court ordered
those captured from Spaniards to be surrendered, and the others
to be returned to Africa. By some mysterious process, only 139
Africans now remained, 100 of whom were sent to Africa. The
Spanish claimants of the remaining thirty-nine sold them to a
certain Mr. Wilde, who gave bond to transport them out of the
country. Finally, in December, 1827, there came an innocent
petition to Congress to cancel this bond.2298 A bill to that effect
passed and was approved, May 2, 1828,2299 and in consequence
these Africans remained as slaves in Georgia.
On the whole, it is plain that, although in the period from 1807
to 1820 Congress laid down broad lines of legislation
sufficient, save in some details, to suppress the African slave
trade to America, yet the execution of these laws was criminally
lax. Moreover, by the facility with which slavers could disguise
their identity, it was possible for them to escape even a
vigorous enforcement of our laws. This situation could properly
be met only by energetic and sincere international co-
operation....2300

2297. Cf. editorial in Niles’s Register, XXII. 114. Cf. also the following instances of pardons: — 
PRESIDENT JEFFERSON: March 1, 1808, Phillip M. Topham, convicted for “carrying on an illegal slave-trade” (pardoned twice). 
PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, I. 146, 148-9.
PRESIDENT MADISON: July 29, 1809, 15 vessels arrived at New Orleans from Cuba, with 666 white persons and 683 negroes. 
Every penalty incurred under the Act of 1807 was remitted. (Note: “Several other pardons of this nature were granted.”) PARDONS 
AND REMISSIONS, I. 179.
Nov. 8, 1809, John Hopkins and Lewis Le Roy, convicted for importing a slave. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, I. 184-5.
Feb. 12, 1810, William Sewall, convicted for importing slaves. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, I. 194, 235, 240.
May 5, 1812, William Babbit, convicted for importing slaves. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, I. 248.
PRESIDENT MONROE: June 11, 1822, Thomas Shields, convicted for bringing slaves into New Orleans. PARDONS AND 
REMISSIONS, IV. 15.
Aug. 24, 1822, J.F. Smith, sentenced to five years’ imprisonment and $3000 fine; served twenty-five months and was then pardoned. 
PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 22.
July 23, 1823, certain parties liable to penalties for introducing slaves into Alabama. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 63.
Aug. 15, 1823, owners of schooner “Mary,” convicted of importing slaves. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 66.
PRESIDENT J.Q. ADAMS: March 4, 1826, Robert Perry; his ship was forfeited for slave-trading. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 
140.
Jan. 17, 1827, Jesse Perry; forfeited ship, and was convicted for introducing slaves. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 158.
Feb. 13, 1827, Zenas Winston; incurred penalties for slave-trading. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 161. The four following cases 
are similar to that of Winston: — 
Feb. 24, 1827, John Tucker and William Morbon. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 162.
March 25, 1828, Joseph Badger. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 192.
Feb. 19, 1829, L.R. Wallace. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 215.
PRESIDENT JACKSON: Five cases. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 225, 270, 301, 393, 440.
The above cases were taken from manuscript copies of the Washington records, made by Mr. W.C. Endicott, Jr., and kindly loaned 
me.
2298. See SENATE JOURNAL, 20th Congress 1st session, pages 60, 66, 340, 341, 343, 348, 352, 355; HOUSE JOURNAL, 20th Congress 
1st session, pages 59, 76, 123, 134, 156, 169, 173, 279, 634, 641, 646, 647, 688, 692.
2299. STATUTES AT LARGE, VI. 376.
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February 26, Wednesday: The 35-year-old widower Jefferson Davis got married with 18-year-old Varina Banks 
“Winnie” Howell in the parlor of “The Briars” (or “The Briers”) the home of her parents high on the bluff of 
the Mississippi River near Natchez, Mississippi.

Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: “Message from the President ... 
communicating ... information relative to the operations of the United States squadron, etc.” –SENATE 
DOCUMENT, 28 Cong. 2 sess. IX. No. 150. (Contains reports of Commodore Perry, and statistics of Liberia.)

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: The enhanced price of slaves throughout
the American slave market, brought about by the new industrial
development and the laws against the slave-trade, was the
irresistible temptation that drew American capital and
enterprise into that traffic. In the United States, in spite of
the large interstate traffic, the average price of slaves rose
from about $325 in 1840, to $360 in 1850, and to $500 in 1860.2301

Brazil and Cuba offered similar inducements to smugglers, and
the American flag was ready to protect such pirates. As a result,
the American slave-trade finally came to be carried on
principally by United States capital, in United States ships,
officered by United States citizens, and under the United States
flag.
Executive reports repeatedly acknowledged this fact. In 1839 “a
careful revision of these laws” is recommended by the President,
in order that “the integrity and honor of our flag may be
carefully preserved.”2302 In June, 1841, the President declares:
“There is reason to believe that the traffic is on the increase,”
and advocates “vigorous efforts.”2303 His message in December of
the same year acknowledges: “That the American flag is grossly
abused by the abandoned and profligate of other nations is but
too probable.”2304 The special message of 1845 explains at length
that “it would seem” that a regular policy of evading the laws
is carried on: American vessels with the knowledge of the owners
are chartered by notorious slave dealers in Brazil, aided by
English capitalists, with this intent.2305 The message of 1849
“earnestly” invites the attention of Congress “to an amendment
of our existing laws relating to the African slave-trade, with
a view to the effectual suppression of that barbarous traffic.
It is not to be denied,” continues the message, “that this trade
is still, in part, carried on by means of vessels built in the
United States, and owned or navigated by some of our
citizens.”2306 Governor Buchanan of Liberia reported in 1839:
“The chief obstacle to the success of the very active measures

2300. Among interesting minor proceedings in this period were two Senate bills to register slaves so as to prevent illegal 
importation. They were both dropped in the House; a House proposition to the same effect also came to nothing: SENATE JOURNAL, 
15th Congress 1st session, pages 147, 152, 157, 165, 170, 188, 201, 203, 232, 237; 15th Congress 2d session, pages 63, 74, 77, 202, 
207, 285, 291, 297; HOUSE JOURNAL, 15th Congress 1st session, page 332; 15th Congress 2d session, pages 303, 305, 316; 16th 
Congress 1st session, page 150. Another proposition was contained in the Meigs resolution presented to the House, Feb. 5, 1820, 
which proposed to devote the public lands to the suppression of the slave-trade. This was ruled out of order. It was presented again 
and laid on the table in 1821: HOUSE JOURNAL, 16th Congress 1st session, pages 196, 200, 227; 16th Congress 2d session, page 238.
2301. Cf. United States census reports; and Olmsted, COTTON KINGDOM.
2302. HOUSE JOURNAL, 26th Congress, 1st session, page 118.
2303. HOUSE JOURNAL, 27th Congress, 1st session, pages 31, 184.
2304. HOUSE JOURNAL, 27th Congress, 2d session, pages 14, 15, 86, 113.
2305. SENATE JOURNAL, 28th Congress, 2d session, pages 191, 227.
2306. HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENTS, 31st Congress, 1st session, III. pt. I. No. 5, page 7.
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pursued by the British government for the suppression of the
slave-trade on the coast, is the American flag. Never was the proud
banner of freedom so extensively used by those pirates upon
liberty and humanity, as at this season.”2307 One well-known
American slaver was boarded fifteen times and twice taken into
port, but always escaped by means of her papers.2308 Even
American officers report that the English are doing all they
can, but that the American flag protects the trade.2309 The
evidence which literally poured in from our consuls and
ministers at Brazil adds to the story of the guilt of the United
States.2310 It was proven that the participation of United States
citizens in the trade was large and systematic. One of the most
notorious slave merchants of Brazil said: “I am worried by the
Americans, who insist upon my hiring their vessels for slave-
trade.”2311 Minister Proffit stated, in 1844, that the “slave-
trade is almost entirely carried on under our flag, in American-
built vessels.”2312 So, too, in Cuba: the British commissioners
affirm that American citizens were openly engaged in the
traffic; vessels arrived undisguised at Havana from the United
States, and cleared for Africa as slavers after an alleged
sale.2313 The American consul, Trist, was proven to have
consciously or unconsciously aided this trade by the issuance
of blank clearance papers.2314

The presence of American capital in these enterprises, and the
connivance of the authorities, were proven in many cases and
known in scores. In 1837 the English government informed the
United States that from the papers of a captured slaver it
appeared that the notorious slave-trading firm, Blanco and
Carballo of Havana, who owned the vessel, had correspondents in
the United States: “at Baltimore, Messrs. Peter Harmony and Co.,
in New York, Robert Barry, Esq.”2315 The slaver “Martha” of New
York, captured by the “Perry,” contained among her papers
curious revelations of the guilt of persons in America who were
little suspected.2316 The slaver “Prova,” which was allowed to
lie in the harbor of Charleston, South Carolina, and refit, was
afterwards captured with two hundred and twenty-five slaves on
board.2317 The real reason that prevented many belligerent
Congressmen from pressing certain search claims against England

2307. Foote, AFRICA AND THE AMERICAN FLAG, page 152.
2308. Foote, AFRICA AND THE AMERICAN FLAG, pages 152-3.
2309. Foote, AFRICA AND THE AMERICAN FLAG, page 241.
2310. Cf. e.g. HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 28th Congress, 2d session, IV. pt. I. No. 148; 29th Congress, 1st session, III. No. 43; HOUSE 
EXECUTIVE DOCUMENTS, 30th Congress, 2d session, VII. No. 61; SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENTS, 30th Congress, 1st session, IV. 
No. 28; 31st Congress, 2d session, II. No. 6; 33d Congress, 1st session, VIII. No. 47.
2311. Foote, AFRICA AND THE AMERICAN FLAG, page 218.
2312. Foote, AFRICA AND THE AMERICAN FLAG, page 221.
2313. Palmerston to Stevenson: HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 26th Congress, 2d session, V. No. 115, page 5. In 1836 five such slavers were 
known to have cleared; in 1837, eleven; in 1838, nineteen; and in 1839, twenty-three: HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 26th Congress, 2d 
session, V. No. 115, pages 220-1.
2314. PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1839, Volume XLIX., SLAVE TRADE, class A, Further Series, pages 58-9; class B, Further Series, 
page 110; class D, Further Series, page 25. Trist pleaded ignorance of the law: Trist to Forsyth, HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 26th Congress, 
2d session, V. No. 115.
2315. HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 26th Congress, 2d session, V. No. 115.
2316. Foote, AFRICA AND THE AMERICAN FLAG, page 290.
2317. HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 26th Congress, 2d session, V. No. 115, pages 121, 163-6.
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lay in the fact that the unjustifiable detentions had
unfortunately revealed so much American guilt that it was deemed
wiser to let the matter end in talk. For instance, in 1850
Congress demanded information as to illegal searches, and
President Fillmore’s report showed the uncomfortable fact that,
of the ten American ships wrongly detained by English men-of-
war, nine were proven red-handed slavers.2318

The consul at Havana reported, in 1836, that whole cargoes of
slaves fresh from Africa were being daily shipped to Texas in
American vessels, that 1,000 had been sent within a few months,
that the rate was increasing, and that many of these slaves “can
scarcely fail to find their way into the United States.”
Moreover, the consul acknowledged that ships frequently cleared
for the United States in ballast, taking on a cargo at some
secret point.2319 When with these facts we consider the law
facilitating “recovery” of slaves from Texas,2320 the repeated
refusals to regulate the Texan trade, and the shelving of a
proposed congressional investigation into these matters,2321

conjecture becomes a practical certainty. It was estimated in
1838 that 15,000 Africans were annually taken to Texas, and
“there are even grounds for suspicion that there are other
places ... where slaves are introduced.”2322 Between 1847 and
1853 the slave smuggler Drake had a slave depot in the Gulf,
where sometimes as many as 1,600 Negroes were on hand, and the
owners were continually importing and shipping. “The joint-stock
company,” writes this smuggler, “was a very extensive one, and
connected with leading American and Spanish mercantile houses.
Our island2323 was visited almost weekly, by agents from Cuba,
New York, Baltimore, Philadelphia, Boston, and New Orleans....
The seasoned and instructed slaves were taken to Texas, or
Florida, overland, and to Cuba, in sailing-boats. As no squad
contained more than half a dozen, no difficulty was found in
posting them to the United States, without discovery, and
generally without suspicion.... The Bay Island plantation sent
ventures weekly to the Florida Keys. Slaves were taken into the
great American swamps, and there kept till wanted for the
market. Hundreds were sold as captured runaways from the Florida
wilderness. We had agents in every slave State; and our coasters
were built in Maine, and came out with lumber. I could tell
curious stories ... of this business of smuggling Bozal negroes
into the United States. It is growing more profitable every
year, and if you should hang all the Yankee merchants engaged
in it, hundreds would fill their places.”2324 Inherent
probability and concurrent testimony confirm the substantial

2318. SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENTS, 31st Congress, 1st session, XIV No. 66.
2319. Trist to Forsyth: HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 26th Congress, 2d session, V. No. 115. “The business of supplying the United States 
with Africans from this island is one that must necessarily exist,” because “slaves are a hundred per cent, or more, higher in the 
United States than in Cuba,” and this profit “is a temptation which it is not in human nature as modified by American institutions 
to withstand”: HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 26th Congress, 2d session, V. No. 115.
2320. STATUTES AT LARGE, V. 674.
2321. Cf. STATUTES AT LARGE, V., page 157, note 1.
2322. Buxton, THE AFRICAN SLAVE TRADE AND ITS REMEDY, pages 44-5. Cf. 2D REPORT OF THE LONDON AFRICAN SOCIETY, page 
22.
2323. I.e., Bay Island in the Gulf of Mexico, near the coast of Honduras.
2324. REVELATIONS OF A SLAVE SMUGGLER, page 98.
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truth of such confessions. For instance, one traveller discovers
on a Southern plantation Negroes who can speak no English.2325

The careful reports of the Quakers “apprehend that many [slaves]
are also introduced into the United States.”2326 Governor Mathew
of the Bahama Islands reports that “in more than one instance,
Bahama vessels with coloured crews have been purposely wrecked
on the coast of Florida, and the crews forcibly sold.” This was
brought to the notice of the United States authorities, but the
district attorney of Florida could furnish no information.2327

Such was the state of the slave-trade in 1850, on the threshold
of the critical decade which by a herculean effort was destined
finally to suppress it.

May 14, Wednesday: Convention between the United States of America and Saxony for the mutual abolition of the 
Droit d’Aubaine and Taxes on Emigration.

The negrero Spitfire, of New Orleans, was captured on the coast of Africa. The captain of the vessel would be 
indicted in Boston (A.H. Foote, AFRICA AND THE AMERICAN FLAG, pages 240-1; Niles’s Register, LXVIII. 
192, 224, 248-9).

December 1, Monday: At Naples, the signing of a treaty between the United States of America and the monarch of 
kingdom of the Two Sicilies.

Incidental music to Racine’s play Athalie by Felix Mendelssohn was performed for the initial time, at the 
Charlottenburg Palace, Berlin.

Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: “Report of the Secretary of the 
Navy.” –HOUSE DOCUMENT, 29 Cong. 1 sess. I. No. 2, p. 645.

December 22, Monday: Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: “African Slave-
Trade: Message from the President ... transmitting a report from the Secretary of State, together with the 
correspondence of George W. Slacum, relative to the African slave trade.” –HOUSE DOCUMENT, 29 Cong. 1 
sess. III. No. 43. (Contains much information.)

After 2 days of fighting, British forces defeated the Sikhs at Ferozeshah.

2325. Mr. H. Moulton in SLAVERY AS IT IS, page 140; cited in FACTS AND OBSERVATIONS ON THE SLAVE TRADE (Friends’ ed. 
1841), page 8.
2326. In a memorial to Congress, 1840: HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 26th Congress, 1st session, VI. No. 211.
2327. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1845-6, pages 883, 968, 989-90. The governor wrote in reply: “The United States, if 
properly served by their law officers in the Floridas, will not experience any difficulty in obtaining the requisite knowledge of these 
illegal transactions, which, I have reason to believe, were the subject of common notoriety in the neighbourhood where they 
occurred, and of boast on the part of those concerned in them”: BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1845-6, page 990.
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June 6, Saturday: Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: “Message from the 
President ... communicating ... copies of the correspondence between the government of the United States and 
that of Great Britain, on the subject of the right of search; with copies of the protest of the American minister 
at Paris against the quintuple treaty, etc.” –SENATE DOCUMENT, 29 Cong. 1 sess. VIII. No. 377. Cf. SENATE 
DOCUMENT, 27 Cong. 3 sess. II. No. 52, and IV. No. 223; HOUSE DOCUMENT, 27 Cong. 2 sess. V. No. 249.

August 10, Monday: The United States Congress approved an act creating the Smithsonian Institution. The director of 
this institution would be Joseph Henry.

The US Senate defeated the Wilmot Proviso, an amendment to ban slavery from any territory won from 
Mexico in the current war.

In the US Congress, the decade of petty bickering was over and funding arrangements were finalized for the 
Smithsonian Institution.

“For carrying into effect the acts for the suppression of the slave trade, including the support of recaptured 
Africans, and their removal to their country.” This appropriation of $25,000 (STATUTES AT LARGE, IX. 96) 
would be the last until 1856. “Nearly all of these meagre appropriations went toward reimbursing Southern 
plantation owners for the care and support of illegally imported Africans, and the rest to the maintenance of 
the African agency. Suspiciously large sums were paid for the first purpose, considering the fact that such 
Africans were always worked hard by those to whom they were farmed out, and often ‘disappeared’ while in 
their hands.” In other words, this appears to have been more of a boondoggle, an avenue for the sharing around 
of tax dollars among citizens of influence, than an active suppression of the international slave trade.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: With the North as yet unawakened to the
great changes taking place in the South, and with the attitude
of the South thus in process of development, little or no
constructive legislation could be expected on the subject of the
slave-trade. As the divergence in sentiment became more and more
pronounced, there were various attempts at legislation, all of
which proved abortive. The pro-slavery party attempted, as early
as 1826, and again in 1828, to abolish the African agency and
leave the Africans practically at the mercy of the States;2328

one or two attempts were made to relax the few provisions which
restrained the coastwise trade;2329 and, after the treaty of
1842, Benton proposed to stop appropriations for the African
squadron until England defined her position on the Right of
Search question.2330 The anti-slavery men presented several

1846

2328. In 1826 Forsyth of Georgia attempted to have a bill passed abolishing the African agency, and providing that the Africans 
imported be disposed of in some way that would entail no expense on the public treasury: HOME JOURNAL, 19th Congress, 1st 
session, page 258. In 1828 a bill was reported to the House to abolish the agency and make the Colonization Society the agents, if 
they would agree to the terms. The bill was so amended as merely to appropriate money for suppressing the slave-trade: HOME 
JOURNAL, 20th Congress, 1st session, House Bill No. 190.
2329. HOME JOURNAL, 20th Congress, 1st session, House Bill No. 190, pages 121, 135; 20th Congress, 2d session, pages 58-9, 84, 
215.
2330. Congressional Globe, 27th Congress, 3d session, pages 328, 331-6.

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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bills to amend and strengthen previous laws;2331 they sought, for
instance, in vain to regulate the Texan trade, through which
numbers of slaves indirectly reached the United States.2332

Presidents and consuls earnestly recommended legislation to
restrict the clearances of vessels bound on slave-trading
voyages, and to hinder the facility with which slavers obtained
fraudulent papers.2333 Only one such bill succeeded in passing
the Senate, and that was dropped in the House.2334

The only legislation of this period was confined to a few
appropriation bills. Only one of these acts, that of 1823,
appropriating $50,000,2335 was designed materially to aid in the
suppression of the trade, all the others relating to expenses
incurred after violations. After 1823 the appropriations
dwindled, being made at intervals of one, two, and three years,
down to 1834, when the amount was $5,000. No further
appropriations were made until 1842, when a few thousands above
an unexpended surplus were appropriated. In 1843 $5,000 were
given, and finally, in 1846, $25,000 were secured; but this was
the last sum obtainable until 1856.2336 Nearly all of these
meagre appropriations went toward reimbursing Southern
plantation owners for the care and support of illegally imported
Africans, and the rest to the maintenance of the African agency.
Suspiciously large sums were paid for the first purpose,
considering the fact that such Africans were always worked hard
by those to whom they were farmed out, and often “disappeared”
while in their hands. In the accounts we nevertheless find many
items like that of $20,286.98 for the maintenance of Negroes
imported on the “Ramirez;”2337 in 1827, $5,442.22 for the
“bounty, subsistence, clothing, medicine,” etc., of fifteen
Africans;2338 in 1835, $3,613 for the support of thirty-eight
slaves for two months (including a bill of $1,038 for medical
attendance).2339

The African agency suffered many vicissitudes. The first agent,
Bacon, who set out early in 1820, was authorized by President
Monroe “to form an establishment on the island of Sherbro, or
elsewhere on the coast of Africa,” and to build barracks for
three hundred persons. He was, however, warned “not to connect
your agency with the views or plans of the Colonization Society,
with which, under the law, the Government of the United States
has no concern.” Bacon soon died, and was followed during the

2331. Cf. Mercer’s bill, HOUSE JOURNAL, 21st Congress, 1st session, page 512; also Strange’s two bills, SENATE JOURNAL, 25th 
Congress, 3d session, pages 200, 313; 26th Congress, 1st session, Senate Bill No. 123.
2332. SENATE JOURNAL, 25th Congress, 2d session, pages 297-8, 300.
2333. SENATE DOCUMENTS, 28th Congress, 1st session IV. No. 217, page 19; SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENTS, 31st Congress, 2d 
session, II. No. 6, pages 3, 10, etc.; 33d Congress, 1st session VIII. No. 47, pages 5-6; 34th Congress, 1st session, XV. No. 99, page 
80; HOUSE JOURNAL, 26th Congress, 1st session, pages 117-8; cf. HOUSE JOURNAL, 20th Congress, 1st session, page 650, etc.; 21st 
Congress, 2d session, page 194; 27th Congress, 1st session, pages 31, 184; HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 29th Congress, 1st session, III. No. 
43, page 11; HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENTS, 31st Congress, 1st session, III. pt. 1, No. 5, pages 7-8.
2334. SENATE JOURNAL, 26th Congress, 1st session, Senate Bill No. 335; HOUSE JOURNAL, 26th Congress, 1st session, pages 1138, 
1228, 1257.
2335. STATUTES AT LARGE, III. 764.
2336. Cf. above, Chapter VIII. page 125.
2337. Cf. REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY, 1827.
2338. Cf. REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY, 1827.
2339. HOUSE REPORTS, 24th Congress, 1st session, I. No. 223.
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next four years by Winn and Ayres; they succeeded in
establishing a government agency on Cape Mesurado, in
conjunction with that of the Colonization Society. The agent of
that Society, Jehudi Ashmun, became after 1822, the virtual head
of the colony; he fortified and enlarged it, and laid the
foundations of an independent community. The succeeding
government agents came to be merely official representatives of
the United States, and the distribution of free rations for
liberated Africans ceased in 1827.
Between 1819 and 1830 two hundred and fifty-two recaptured
Africans were sent to the agency, and $264,710 were expended.
The property of the government at the agency was valued at
$18,895. From 1830 to 1840, nearly $20,000 more were expended,
chiefly for the agents’ salaries. About 1840 the appointment of
an agent ceased, and the colony became gradually self-supporting
and independent. It was proclaimed as the Republic of Liberia
in 1847.2340

December: Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: “Reports of the Secretary of 
the Navy.” –HOUSE DOCUMENT, 29 Cong. 2 sess. I. No. 4, p. 377; 30 Cong. 1 sess. II. No. 8, p. 946.2341

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: A somewhat more sincere and determined
effort to enforce the slave-trade laws now followed; and yet it
is a significant fact that not until Lincoln’s administration
did a slave-trader suffer death for violating the laws of the
United States. The participation of Americans in the trade
continued, declining somewhat between 1825 and 1830, and then
reviving, until it reached its highest activity between 1840 and
1860. The development of a vast internal slave-trade, and the
consequent rise in the South of vested interests strongly
opposed to slave smuggling, led to a falling off in the illicit
introduction of Negroes after 1825, until the fifties;
nevertheless, smuggling never entirely ceased, and large numbers
were thus added to the plantations of the Gulf States.
Monroe had various constitutional scruples as to the execution
of the Act of 1819;2342 but, as Congress took no action, he at
last put a fair interpretation on his powers, and appointed
Samuel Bacon as an agent in Africa to form a settlement for
recaptured Africans. Gradually the agency thus formed became
merged with that of the Colonization Society on Cape Mesurado;
and from this union Liberia was finally evolved.2343

2340. This account is taken exclusively from government documents: AMERICAN STATE PAPERS, NAVAL, III. Nos. 339, 340, 357, 
429 E; IV. Nos. 457 R (1 and 2), 486 H, I, page 161 and 519 R, 564 P, 585 P; HOUSE REPORTS, 19th Congress, 1st session, I. No. 
65; HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 19th Congress, 2d session, IV. No. 69; 21st Congress, 2d session, I. No. 2, pages 42-3, 211-8; 22d Congress 
1st session, I. No. 2, pages 45, 272-4; 22d Congress, 2d session, I. No. 2, pages 48, 229; 23d Congress, 1st session, I. No. 1, pages 
238, 269; 23d Congress, 2d session, I. No. 2, pages 315, 363; 24th Congress 1st session, I. No. 2, pages 336, 378; 24th Congress, 
2d session, I. No. 2, pages 450, 506; 25th Congress, 2d session, I. No. 3, pages 771, 850; 26th Congress, 1st session, I. No. 2, pages 
534, 612; 26th Congress, 2d session, I. No. 2, pages 405, 450. It is probable that the agent became eventually the United States 
consul and minister; I cannot however cite evidence for this supposition.
2341. THE REPORTS OF THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY are found among the documents accompanying the annual messages of the 
President.
2342. Attorney-General Wirt advised him, October, 1819, that no part of the appropriation could be used to purchase land in Africa 
or tools for the Negroes, or as salary for the agent: OPINIONS OF ATTORNEYS-GENERAL, I. 314-7. Monroe laid the case before 
Congress in a special message Dec. 20, 1819 (HOUSE JOURNAL, 16th Congress 1st session, page 57); but no action was taken there.
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Meantime, during the years 1818 to 1820, the activity of the
slave-traders was prodigious. General James Tallmadge declared
in the House, February 15, 1819: “Our laws are already highly
penal against their introduction, and yet, it is a well known
fact, that about fourteen thousand slaves have been brought into
our country this last year.”2344 In the same year Middleton of
South Carolina and Wright of Virginia estimated illicit
introduction at 13,000 and 15,000 respectively.2345 Judge Story,
in charging a jury, took occasion to say: “We have but too many
proofs from unquestionable sources, that it [the slave-trade]
is still carried on with all the implacable rapacity of former
times. Avarice has grown more subtle in its evasions, and
watches and seizes its prey with an appetite quickened rather
than suppressed by its guilty vigils. American citizens are
steeped to their very mouths (I can hardly use too bold a figure)
in this stream of iniquity.”2346 The following year, 1820,
brought some significant statements from various members of
Congress. Said Smith of South Carolina: “Pharaoh was, for his
temerity, drowned in the Red Sea, in pursuing them [the
Israelites] contrary to God’s express will; but our Northern
friends have not been afraid even of that, in their zeal to
furnish the Southern States with Africans. They are better
seamen than Pharaoh, and calculate by that means to elude the
vigilance of Heaven; which they seem to disregard, if they can
but elude the violated laws of their country.”2347 As late as May
he saw little hope of suppressing the traffic.2348 Sergeant of
Pennsylvania declared: “It is notorious that, in spite of the
utmost vigilance that can be employed, African negroes are
clandestinely brought in and sold as slaves.”2349 Plumer of New
Hampshire stated that “of the unhappy beings, thus in violation
of all laws transported to our shores, and thrown by force into
the mass of our black population, scarcely one in a hundred is
ever detected by the officers of the General Government, in a
part of the country, where, if we are to believe the statement
of Governor Rabun, ‘an officer who would perform his duty, by
attempting to enforce the law [against the slave trade] is, by
many, considered as an officious meddler, and treated with
derision and contempt;’ ... I have been told by a gentleman, who
has attended particularly to this subject, that ten thousand
slaves were in one year smuggled into the United States; and
that, even for the last year, we must count the number not by
hundreds, but by thousands.”2350 In 1821 a committee of Congress
characterized prevailing methods as those “of the grossest fraud
that could be practised to deceive the officers of
government.”2351 Another committee, in 1822, after a careful

2343. Cf. Kendall’s Report, August, 1830: SENATE DOCUMENT, 21st Congress 2d session, I. No. 1, pages 211-8; also see below, 
Chapter X.
2344. Speech in the House of Representatives, Feb. 15, 1819, page 18; published in Boston, 1849.
2345. Jay, INQUIRY INTO AMERICAN COLONIZATION (1838), page 59, note.
2346. Quoted in Friends’ FACTS AND OBSERVATIONS ON THE SLAVE TRADE (ed. 1841), pages 7-8.
2347. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 16th Congress 1st session, pages 270-1.
2348. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 16th Congress 1st session, page 698.
2349. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 16th Congress 1st session, page 1207.
2350. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 16th Congress 1st session, page 1433.
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examination of the subject, declare that they “find it
impossible to measure with precision the effect produced upon
the American branch of the slave trade by the laws above
mentioned, and the seizures under them. They are unable to
state, whether those American merchants, the American capital
and seamen which heretofore aided in this traffic, have
abandoned it altogether, or have sought shelter under the flags
of other nations.” They then state the suspicious circumstance
that, with the disappearance of the American flag from the
traffic, “the trade, notwithstanding, increases annually, under
the flags of other nations.” They complain of the spasmodic
efforts of the executive. They say that the first United States
cruiser arrived on the African coast in March, 1820, and
remained a “few weeks;” that since then four others had in two
years made five visits in all; but “since the middle of last
November, the commencement of the healthy season on that coast,
no vessel has been, nor, as your committee is informed, is, under
orders for that service.”2352 The United States African agent,
Ayres, reported in 1823: “I was informed by an American officer
who had been on the coast in 1820, that he had boarded 20
American vessels in one morning, lying in the port of Gallinas,
and fitted for the reception of slaves. It is a lamentable fact,
that most of the harbours, between the Senegal and the line,
were visited by an equal number of American vessels, and for the
sole purpose of carrying away slaves. Although for some years
the coast had been occasionally visited by our cruizers, their
short stay and seldom appearance had made but slight impression
on those traders, rendered hardy by repetition of crime, and
avaricious by excessive gain. They were enabled by a regular
system to gain intelligence of any cruizer being on the
coast.”2353

Even such spasmodic efforts bore abundant fruit, and indicated
what vigorous measures might have accomplished. Between May,
1818, and November, 1821, nearly six hundred Africans were
recaptured and eleven American slavers taken.2354 Such measures
gradually changed the character of the trade, and opened the
international phase of the question. American slavers cleared
for foreign ports, there took a foreign flag and papers, and
then sailed boldly past American cruisers, although their real
character was often well known. More stringent clearance laws
and consular instructions might have greatly reduced this
practice; but nothing was ever done, and gradually the laws
became in large measure powerless to deal with the bulk of the

2351. Referring particularly to the case of the slaver “Plattsburg.” Cf. HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress 1st session, II. No. 92, page 
10.
2352. HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress 1st session, II. No. 92, page 2. The President had in his message spoken in exhilarating tones 
of the success of the government in suppressing the trade. The House Committee appointed in pursuance of this passage made the 
above report. Their conclusions are confirmed by British reports: PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1822, Vol. XXII., SLAVE TRADE, 
Further Papers, III. page 44. So, too, in 1823, Ashmun, the African agent, reports that thousands of slaves are being abducted.
2353. Ayres to the Secretary of the Navy, Feb. 24, 1823; reprinted in FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE (1824), page 
31.
2354. HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress 1st session, II. No. 92, pages 5-6. The slavers were the “Ramirez,” “Endymion,” 
“Esperanza,” “Plattsburg,” “Science,” “Alexander,” “Eugene,” “Mathilde,” “Daphne,” “Eliza,” and “La Pensée.” In these 573 
Africans were taken. The naval officers were greatly handicapped by the size of the ships, etc. (cf. FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN 
SLAVE-TRADE (1824), pages 33-41). They nevertheless acted with great zeal.
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illicit trade. In 1820, September 16, a British officer, in his
official report, declares that, in spite of United States laws,
“American vessels, American subjects, and American capital, are
unquestionably engaged in the trade, though under other colours
and in disguise.”2355 The United States ship “Cyane” at one time
reported ten captures within a few days, adding: “Although they
are evidently owned by Americans, they are so completely covered
by Spanish papers that it is impossible to condemn them.”2356 The
governor of Sierra Leone reported the rivers Nunez and Pongas
full of renegade European and American slave-traders;2357 the
trade was said to be carried on “to an extent that almost
staggers belief.”2358 Down to 1824 or 1825, reports from all
quarters prove this activity in slave-trading.
The execution of the laws within the country exhibits grave
defects and even criminal negligence. Attorney-General Wirt
finds it necessary to assure collectors, in 1819, that “it is
against public policy to dispense with prosecutions for
violation of the law to prohibit the Slave trade.”2359 One
district attorney writes: “It appears to be almost impossible
to enforce the laws of the United States against offenders after
the negroes have been landed in the state.”2360 Again, it is
asserted that “when vessels engaged in the slave trade have been
detained by the American cruizers, and sent into the slave-
holding states, there appears at once a difficulty in securing
the freedom to these captives which the laws of the United States
have decreed for them.”2361 In some cases, one man would smuggle
in the Africans and hide them in the woods; then his partner
would “rob” him, and so all trace be lost.2362 Perhaps 350
Africans were officially reported as brought in contrary to law
from 1818 to 1820: the absurdity of this figure is apparent.2363

A circular letter to the marshals, in 1821, brought reports of
only a few well-known cases, like that of the “General Ramirez;”
the marshal of Louisiana had “no information.”2364

There appears to be little positive evidence of a large illicit
importation into the country for a decade after 1825. It is
hardly possible, however, considering the activity in the trade,
that slaves were not largely imported. Indeed, when we note how
the laws were continually broken in other respects, absence of
evidence of petty smuggling becomes presumptive evidence that
collusive or tacit understanding of officers and citizens
allowed the trade to some extent.2365 Finally, it must be noted
that during all this time scarcely a man suffered for

2355. PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1821, Vol. XXIII., SLAVE TRADE, Further Papers, A, page 76. The names and description of a 
dozen or more American slavers are given: PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1821, Vol. XXIII., SLAVE TRADE, Further Papers, A, pages 
18-21.
2356. HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress 1st session, II. No. 92, pages 15-20.
2357. HOUSE DOCUMENT, 18th Congress 1st session, VI. No. 119, page 13.
2358. PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1823, Vol. XVIII., SLAVE TRADE, Further Papers, A, pages 10-11.
2359. OPINIONS OF ATTORNEYS-GENERAL, V. 717.
2360. R.W. Habersham to the Secretary of the Navy, August, 1821; reprinted in FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE 
(1824), page 47.
2361. FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE (1824), page 42.
2362. FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE (1824), page 43.
2363. Cf. above, pages 126-7.
2364. FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE (1824), page 42.
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participating in the trade, beyond the loss of the Africans and,
more rarely, of his ship. Red-handed slavers, caught in the act
and convicted, were too often, like La Coste of South Carolina,
the subjects of executive clemency.2366 In certain cases there
were those who even had the effrontery to ask Congress to cancel
their own laws. For instance, in 1819 a Venezuelan privateer,
secretly fitted out and manned by Americans in Baltimore,
succeeded in capturing several American, Portuguese, and Spanish
slavers, and appropriating the slaves; being finally wrecked
herself, she transferred her crew and slaves to one of her
prizes, the “Antelope,” which was eventually captured by a
United States cruiser and the 280 Africans sent to Georgia.
After much litigation, the United States Supreme Court ordered
those captured from Spaniards to be surrendered, and the others
to be returned to Africa. By some mysterious process, only 139
Africans now remained, 100 of whom were sent to Africa. The
Spanish claimants of the remaining thirty-nine sold them to a
certain Mr. Wilde, who gave bond to transport them out of the
country. Finally, in December, 1827, there came an innocent
petition to Congress to cancel this bond.2367 A bill to that effect
passed and was approved, May 2, 1828,2368 and in consequence
these Africans remained as slaves in Georgia.
On the whole, it is plain that, although in the period from 1807
to 1820 Congress laid down broad lines of legislation
sufficient, save in some details, to suppress the African slave
trade to America, yet the execution of these laws was criminally
lax. Moreover, by the facility with which slavers could disguise
their identity, it was possible for them to escape even a

2365. A few accounts of captures here and there would make the matter less suspicious; these, however, do not occur. How large 
this suspected illicit traffic was, it is of course impossible to say; there is no reason why it may not have reached many hundreds per 
year.
2366. Cf. editorial in Niles’s Register, XXII. 114. Cf. also the following instances of pardons: — 
PRESIDENT JEFFERSON: March 1, 1808, Phillip M. Topham, convicted for “carrying on an illegal slave-trade” (pardoned twice). 
PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, I. 146, 148-9.
PRESIDENT MADISON: July 29, 1809, 15 vessels arrived at New Orleans from Cuba, with 666 white persons and 683 negroes. 
Every penalty incurred under the Act of 1807 was remitted. (Note: “Several other pardons of this nature were granted.”) PARDONS 
AND REMISSIONS, I. 179.
Nov. 8, 1809, John Hopkins and Lewis Le Roy, convicted for importing a slave. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, I. 184-5.
Feb. 12, 1810, William Sewall, convicted for importing slaves. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, I. 194, 235, 240.
May 5, 1812, William Babbit, convicted for importing slaves. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, I. 248.
PRESIDENT MONROE: June 11, 1822, Thomas Shields, convicted for bringing slaves into New Orleans. PARDONS AND 
REMISSIONS, IV. 15.
Aug. 24, 1822, J.F. Smith, sentenced to five years’ imprisonment and $3000 fine; served twenty-five months and was then pardoned. 
PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 22.
July 23, 1823, certain parties liable to penalties for introducing slaves into Alabama. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 63.
Aug. 15, 1823, owners of schooner “Mary,” convicted of importing slaves. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 66.
PRESIDENT J.Q. ADAMS: March 4, 1826, Robert Perry; his ship was forfeited for slave-trading. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 
140.
Jan. 17, 1827, Jesse Perry; forfeited ship, and was convicted for introducing slaves. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 158.
Feb. 13, 1827, Zenas Winston; incurred penalties for slave-trading. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 161. The four following cases 
are similar to that of Winston: — 
Feb. 24, 1827, John Tucker and William Morbon. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 162.
March 25, 1828, Joseph Badger. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 192.
Feb. 19, 1829, L.R. Wallace. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 215.
PRESIDENT JACKSON: Five cases. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 225, 270, 301, 393, 440.
The above cases were taken from manuscript copies of the Washington records, made by Mr. W.C. Endicott, Jr., and kindly loaned 
me.
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vigorous enforcement of our laws. This situation could properly
be met only by energetic and sincere international co-
operation....2369

2367. See SENATE JOURNAL, 20th Congress 1st session, pages 60, 66, 340, 341, 343, 348, 352, 355; HOUSE JOURNAL, 20th Congress 
1st session, pages 59, 76, 123, 134, 156, 169, 173, 279, 634, 641, 646, 647, 688, 692.
2368. STATUTES AT LARGE, VI. 376.
2369. Among interesting minor proceedings in this period were two Senate bills to register slaves so as to prevent illegal 
importation. They were both dropped in the House; a House proposition to the same effect also came to nothing: SENATE JOURNAL, 
15th Congress 1st session, pages 147, 152, 157, 165, 170, 188, 201, 203, 232, 237; 15th Congress 2d session, pages 63, 74, 77, 202, 
207, 285, 291, 297; HOUSE JOURNAL, 15th Congress 1st session, page 332; 15th Congress 2d session, pages 303, 305, 316; 16th 
Congress 1st session, page 150. Another proposition was contained in the Meigs resolution presented to the House, Feb. 5, 1820, 
which proposed to devote the public lands to the suppression of the slave-trade. This was ruled out of order. It was presented again 
and laid on the table in 1821: HOUSE JOURNAL, 16th Congress 1st session, pages 196, 200, 227; 16th Congress 2d session, page 238.
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Loring Moody’s FACTS FOR THE PEOPLE, SHOWING THE RELATIONS OF THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT TO 
SLAVERY, EMBRACING A HISTORY OF THE MEXICAN WAR, ITS ORIGIN AND OBJECTS. COMPILED FROM 
OFFICIAL AND OTHER AUTHENTIC DOCUMENTS. (Boston: Anti-Slavery Office, 21 Cornhill; Dow and 
Jackson’s Anti-Slavery Press, 14 Devonshire Street).

The negrero Fame, of New London, Connecticut, landed 700 slaves in Brazil (HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 
30th Congress, 2d session VII, Number 61, pages 5-6, 15-21).

The negrero Senator, of Boston, landed 944 slaves in Brazil (HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 30th Congress, 
2d session VII, Number 61, pages 5-14).

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: Not only did the government thus
negatively favor the slave-trade, but also many conscious,
positive acts must be attributed to a spirit hostile to the
proper enforcement of the slave-trade laws. In cases of doubt,
when the law needed executive interpretation, the decision was
usually in favor of the looser construction of the law; the trade
from New Orleans to Mobile was, for instance, declared not to
be coastwise trade, and consequently, to the joy of the Cuban
smugglers, was left utterly free and unrestricted.2370 After the
conquest of Mexico, even vessels bound to California, by the way
of Cape Horn, were allowed to clear coastwise, thus giving our
flag to “the slave-pirates of the whole world.”2371 Attorney-
General Nelson declared that the selling to a slave-trader of
an American vessel, to be delivered on the coast of Africa, was
not aiding or abetting the slave-trade.2372 So easy was it for
slavers to sail that corruption among officials was hinted at.
“There is certainly a want of proper vigilance at Havana,” wrote
Commander Perry in 1844, “and perhaps at the ports of the United
States;” and again, in the same year, “I cannot but think that
the custom-house authorities in the United States are not
sufficiently rigid in looking after vessels of suspicious
character.”2373

In the courts it was still next to impossible to secure the
punishment of the most notorious slave-trader. In 1847 a consul
writes: “The slave power in this city [i.e., Rio Janeiro] is
extremely great, and a consul doing his duty needs to be
supported kindly and effectually at home. In the case of the
‘Fame,’ where the vessel was diverted from the business intended
by her owners and employed in the slave trade —both of which
offences are punishable with death, if I rightly read the laws—
I sent home the two mates charged with these offences, for trial,

1847

2370. OPINIONS OF ATTORNEYS-GENERAL, III. 512.
2371. TENTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE AMERICAN AND FOREIGN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, May 7, 1850, page 149.
2372. OPINIONS OF ATTORNEYS-GENERAL, IV. 245.
2373. SENATE DOC., 28th Congress, 2d session, IX. No. 150, pages 108, 132.

WAR ON MEXICO

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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the first mate to Norfolk, the second mate to Philadelphia. What
was done with the first mate I know not. In the case of the man
sent to Philadelphia, Mr. Commissioner Kane states that a clear
prima facie case is made out, and then holds him to bail in the
sum of one thousand dollars, which would be paid by any slave trader
in Rio, on the presentation of a draft. In all this there is little
encouragement for exertion.”2374 Again, the “Perry” in 1850
captured a slaver which was about to ship 1,800 slaves. The
captain admitted his guilt, and was condemned in the United
States District Court at New York. Nevertheless, he was admitted
to bail of $5,000; this being afterward reduced to $3,000, he
forfeited it and escaped. The mate was sentenced to two years
in the penitentiary.2375 Also several slavers sent home to the
United States by the British, with clear evidence of guilt,
escaped condemnation through technicalities.2376

December: Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: “Reports of the Secretary of 
the Navy.” –HOUSE DOCUMENT, 29 Cong. 2 sess. I. No. 4, p. 377; 30 Cong. 1 sess. II. No. 8, p. 946.2377

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: A somewhat more sincere and determined
effort to enforce the slave-trade laws now followed; and yet it
is a significant fact that not until Lincoln’s administration
did a slave-trader suffer death for violating the laws of the
United States. The participation of Americans in the trade
continued, declining somewhat between 1825 and 1830, and then
reviving, until it reached its highest activity between 1840 and
1860. The development of a vast internal slave-trade, and the
consequent rise in the South of vested interests strongly
opposed to slave smuggling, led to a falling off in the illicit
introduction of Negroes after 1825, until the fifties;
nevertheless, smuggling never entirely ceased, and large numbers
were thus added to the plantations of the Gulf States.
Monroe had various constitutional scruples as to the execution
of the Act of 1819;2378 but, as Congress took no action, he at
last put a fair interpretation on his powers, and appointed
Samuel Bacon as an agent in Africa to form a settlement for
recaptured Africans. Gradually the agency thus formed became
merged with that of the Colonization Society on Cape Mesurado;
and from this union Liberia was finally evolved.2379

Meantime, during the years 1818 to 1820, the activity of the
slave-traders was prodigious. General James Tallmadge declared
in the House, February 15, 1819: “Our laws are already highly
penal against their introduction, and yet, it is a well known
fact, that about fourteen thousand slaves have been brought into

2374. HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENTS, 30th Congress, 2d session, VII. No. 61, page 18.
2375. Foote, AFRICA AND THE AMERICAN FLAG, pages 286-90.
2376. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1839-40, pages 913-4.
2377. THE REPORTS OF THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY are found among the documents accompanying the annual messages of the 
President.
2378. Attorney-General Wirt advised him, October, 1819, that no part of the appropriation could be used to purchase land in Africa 
or tools for the Negroes, or as salary for the agent: OPINIONS OF ATTORNEYS-GENERAL, I. 314-7. Monroe laid the case before 
Congress in a special message Dec. 20, 1819 (HOUSE JOURNAL, 16th Congress 1st session, page 57); but no action was taken there.
2379. Cf. Kendall’s Report, August, 1830: SENATE DOCUMENT, 21st Congress 2d session, I. No. 1, pages 211-8; also see below, 
Chapter X.
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our country this last year.”2380 In the same year Middleton of
South Carolina and Wright of Virginia estimated illicit
introduction at 13,000 and 15,000 respectively.2381 Judge Story,
in charging a jury, took occasion to say: “We have but too many
proofs from unquestionable sources, that it [the slave-trade]
is still carried on with all the implacable rapacity of former
times. Avarice has grown more subtle in its evasions, and
watches and seizes its prey with an appetite quickened rather
than suppressed by its guilty vigils. American citizens are
steeped to their very mouths (I can hardly use too bold a figure)
in this stream of iniquity.”2382 The following year, 1820,
brought some significant statements from various members of
Congress. Said Smith of South Carolina: “Pharaoh was, for his
temerity, drowned in the Red Sea, in pursuing them [the
Israelites] contrary to God’s express will; but our Northern
friends have not been afraid even of that, in their zeal to
furnish the Southern States with Africans. They are better
seamen than Pharaoh, and calculate by that means to elude the
vigilance of Heaven; which they seem to disregard, if they can
but elude the violated laws of their country.”2383 As late as May
he saw little hope of suppressing the traffic.2384 Sergeant of
Pennsylvania declared: “It is notorious that, in spite of the
utmost vigilance that can be employed, African negroes are
clandestinely brought in and sold as slaves.”2385 Plumer of New
Hampshire stated that “of the unhappy beings, thus in violation
of all laws transported to our shores, and thrown by force into
the mass of our black population, scarcely one in a hundred is
ever detected by the officers of the General Government, in a
part of the country, where, if we are to believe the statement
of Governor Rabun, ‘an officer who would perform his duty, by
attempting to enforce the law [against the slave trade] is, by
many, considered as an officious meddler, and treated with
derision and contempt;’ ... I have been told by a gentleman, who
has attended particularly to this subject, that ten thousand
slaves were in one year smuggled into the United States; and
that, even for the last year, we must count the number not by
hundreds, but by thousands.”2386 In 1821 a committee of Congress
characterized prevailing methods as those “of the grossest fraud
that could be practised to deceive the officers of
government.”2387 Another committee, in 1822, after a careful
examination of the subject, declare that they “find it
impossible to measure with precision the effect produced upon
the American branch of the slave trade by the laws above
mentioned, and the seizures under them. They are unable to
state, whether those American merchants, the American capital

2380. Speech in the House of Representatives, Feb. 15, 1819, page 18; published in Boston, 1849.
2381. Jay, INQUIRY INTO AMERICAN COLONIZATION (1838), page 59, note.
2382. Quoted in Friends’ FACTS AND OBSERVATIONS ON THE SLAVE TRADE (ed. 1841), pages 7-8.
2383. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 16th Congress 1st session, pages 270-1.
2384. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 16th Congress 1st session, page 698.
2385. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 16th Congress 1st session, page 1207.
2386. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 16th Congress 1st session, page 1433.
2387. Referring particularly to the case of the slaver “Plattsburg.” Cf. HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress 1st session, II. No. 92, page 
10.
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and seamen which heretofore aided in this traffic, have
abandoned it altogether, or have sought shelter under the flags
of other nations.” They then state the suspicious circumstance
that, with the disappearance of the American flag from the
traffic, “the trade, notwithstanding, increases annually, under
the flags of other nations.” They complain of the spasmodic
efforts of the executive. They say that the first United States
cruiser arrived on the African coast in March, 1820, and
remained a “few weeks;” that since then four others had in two
years made five visits in all; but “since the middle of last
November, the commencement of the healthy season on that coast,
no vessel has been, nor, as your committee is informed, is, under
orders for that service.”2388 The United States African agent,
Ayres, reported in 1823: “I was informed by an American officer
who had been on the coast in 1820, that he had boarded 20
American vessels in one morning, lying in the port of Gallinas,
and fitted for the reception of slaves. It is a lamentable fact,
that most of the harbours, between the Senegal and the line,
were visited by an equal number of American vessels, and for the
sole purpose of carrying away slaves. Although for some years
the coast had been occasionally visited by our cruizers, their
short stay and seldom appearance had made but slight impression
on those traders, rendered hardy by repetition of crime, and
avaricious by excessive gain. They were enabled by a regular
system to gain intelligence of any cruizer being on the
coast.”2389

Even such spasmodic efforts bore abundant fruit, and indicated
what vigorous measures might have accomplished. Between May,
1818, and November, 1821, nearly six hundred Africans were
recaptured and eleven American slavers taken.2390 Such measures
gradually changed the character of the trade, and opened the
international phase of the question. American slavers cleared
for foreign ports, there took a foreign flag and papers, and
then sailed boldly past American cruisers, although their real
character was often well known. More stringent clearance laws
and consular instructions might have greatly reduced this
practice; but nothing was ever done, and gradually the laws
became in large measure powerless to deal with the bulk of the
illicit trade. In 1820, September 16, a British officer, in his
official report, declares that, in spite of United States laws,
“American vessels, American subjects, and American capital, are
unquestionably engaged in the trade, though under other colours
and in disguise.”2391 The United States ship “Cyane” at one time
reported ten captures within a few days, adding: “Although they

2388. HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress 1st session, II. No. 92, page 2. The President had in his message spoken in exhilarating tones 
of the success of the government in suppressing the trade. The House Committee appointed in pursuance of this passage made the 
above report. Their conclusions are confirmed by British reports: PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1822, Vol. XXII., SLAVE TRADE, 
Further Papers, III. page 44. So, too, in 1823, Ashmun, the African agent, reports that thousands of slaves are being abducted.
2389. Ayres to the Secretary of the Navy, Feb. 24, 1823; reprinted in FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE (1824), page 
31.
2390. HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress 1st session, II. No. 92, pages 5-6. The slavers were the “Ramirez,” “Endymion,” 
“Esperanza,” “Plattsburg,” “Science,” “Alexander,” “Eugene,” “Mathilde,” “Daphne,” “Eliza,” and “La Pensée.” In these 573 
Africans were taken. The naval officers were greatly handicapped by the size of the ships, etc. (cf. FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN 
SLAVE-TRADE (1824), pages 33-41). They nevertheless acted with great zeal.
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are evidently owned by Americans, they are so completely covered
by Spanish papers that it is impossible to condemn them.”2392 The
governor of Sierra Leone reported the rivers Nunez and Pongas
full of renegade European and American slave-traders;2393 the
trade was said to be carried on “to an extent that almost
staggers belief.”2394 Down to 1824 or 1825, reports from all
quarters prove this activity in slave-trading.
The execution of the laws within the country exhibits grave
defects and even criminal negligence. Attorney-General Wirt
finds it necessary to assure collectors, in 1819, that “it is
against public policy to dispense with prosecutions for
violation of the law to prohibit the Slave trade.”2395 One
district attorney writes: “It appears to be almost impossible
to enforce the laws of the United States against offenders after
the negroes have been landed in the state.”2396 Again, it is
asserted that “when vessels engaged in the slave trade have been
detained by the American cruizers, and sent into the slave-
holding states, there appears at once a difficulty in securing
the freedom to these captives which the laws of the United States
have decreed for them.”2397 In some cases, one man would smuggle
in the Africans and hide them in the woods; then his partner
would “rob” him, and so all trace be lost.2398 Perhaps 350
Africans were officially reported as brought in contrary to law
from 1818 to 1820: the absurdity of this figure is apparent.2399

A circular letter to the marshals, in 1821, brought reports of
only a few well-known cases, like that of the “General Ramirez;”
the marshal of Louisiana had “no information.”2400

There appears to be little positive evidence of a large illicit
importation into the country for a decade after 1825. It is
hardly possible, however, considering the activity in the trade,
that slaves were not largely imported. Indeed, when we note how
the laws were continually broken in other respects, absence of
evidence of petty smuggling becomes presumptive evidence that
collusive or tacit understanding of officers and citizens
allowed the trade to some extent.2401 Finally, it must be noted
that during all this time scarcely a man suffered for
participating in the trade, beyond the loss of the Africans and,
more rarely, of his ship. Red-handed slavers, caught in the act
and convicted, were too often, like La Coste of South Carolina,

2391. PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1821, Vol. XXIII., SLAVE TRADE, Further Papers, A, page 76. The names and description of a 
dozen or more American slavers are given: PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1821, Vol. XXIII., SLAVE TRADE, Further Papers, A, pages 
18-21.
2392. HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress 1st session, II. No. 92, pages 15-20.
2393. HOUSE DOCUMENT, 18th Congress 1st session, VI. No. 119, page 13.
2394. PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1823, Vol. XVIII., SLAVE TRADE, Further Papers, A, pages 10-11.
2395. OPINIONS OF ATTORNEYS-GENERAL, V. 717.
2396. R.W. Habersham to the Secretary of the Navy, August, 1821; reprinted in FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE 
(1824), page 47.
2397. FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE (1824), page 42.
2398. FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE (1824), page 43.
2399. Cf. above, pages 126-7.
2400. FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE (1824), page 42.
2401. A few accounts of captures here and there would make the matter less suspicious; these, however, do not occur. How large 
this suspected illicit traffic was, it is of course impossible to say; there is no reason why it may not have reached many hundreds per 
year.
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the subjects of executive clemency.2402 In certain cases there
were those who even had the effrontery to ask Congress to cancel
their own laws. For instance, in 1819 a Venezuelan privateer,
secretly fitted out and manned by Americans in Baltimore,
succeeded in capturing several American, Portuguese, and Spanish
slavers, and appropriating the slaves; being finally wrecked
herself, she transferred her crew and slaves to one of her
prizes, the “Antelope,” which was eventually captured by a
United States cruiser and the 280 Africans sent to Georgia.
After much litigation, the United States Supreme Court ordered
those captured from Spaniards to be surrendered, and the others
to be returned to Africa. By some mysterious process, only 139
Africans now remained, 100 of whom were sent to Africa. The
Spanish claimants of the remaining thirty-nine sold them to a
certain Mr. Wilde, who gave bond to transport them out of the
country. Finally, in December, 1827, there came an innocent
petition to Congress to cancel this bond.2403 A bill to that effect
passed and was approved, May 2, 1828,2404 and in consequence
these Africans remained as slaves in Georgia.
On the whole, it is plain that, although in the period from 1807
to 1820 Congress laid down broad lines of legislation
sufficient, save in some details, to suppress the African slave
trade to America, yet the execution of these laws was criminally
lax. Moreover, by the facility with which slavers could disguise
their identity, it was possible for them to escape even a
vigorous enforcement of our laws. This situation could properly
be met only by energetic and sincere international co-
operation....2405

2402. Cf. editorial in Niles’s Register, XXII. 114. Cf. also the following instances of pardons: — 
PRESIDENT JEFFERSON: March 1, 1808, Phillip M. Topham, convicted for “carrying on an illegal slave-trade” (pardoned twice). 
PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, I. 146, 148-9.
PRESIDENT MADISON: July 29, 1809, 15 vessels arrived at New Orleans from Cuba, with 666 white persons and 683 negroes. 
Every penalty incurred under the Act of 1807 was remitted. (Note: “Several other pardons of this nature were granted.”) PARDONS 
AND REMISSIONS, I. 179.
Nov. 8, 1809, John Hopkins and Lewis Le Roy, convicted for importing a slave. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, I. 184-5.
Feb. 12, 1810, William Sewall, convicted for importing slaves. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, I. 194, 235, 240.
May 5, 1812, William Babbit, convicted for importing slaves. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, I. 248.
PRESIDENT MONROE: June 11, 1822, Thomas Shields, convicted for bringing slaves into New Orleans. PARDONS AND 
REMISSIONS, IV. 15.
Aug. 24, 1822, J.F. Smith, sentenced to five years’ imprisonment and $3000 fine; served twenty-five months and was then pardoned. 
PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 22.
July 23, 1823, certain parties liable to penalties for introducing slaves into Alabama. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 63.
Aug. 15, 1823, owners of schooner “Mary,” convicted of importing slaves. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 66.
PRESIDENT J.Q. ADAMS: March 4, 1826, Robert Perry; his ship was forfeited for slave-trading. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 
140.
Jan. 17, 1827, Jesse Perry; forfeited ship, and was convicted for introducing slaves. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 158.
Feb. 13, 1827, Zenas Winston; incurred penalties for slave-trading. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 161. The four following cases 
are similar to that of Winston: — 
Feb. 24, 1827, John Tucker and William Morbon. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 162.
March 25, 1828, Joseph Badger. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 192.
Feb. 19, 1829, L.R. Wallace. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 215.
PRESIDENT JACKSON: Five cases. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 225, 270, 301, 393, 440.
The above cases were taken from manuscript copies of the Washington records, made by Mr. W.C. Endicott, Jr., and kindly loaned 
me.
2403. See SENATE JOURNAL, 20th Congress 1st session, pages 60, 66, 340, 341, 343, 348, 352, 355; HOUSE JOURNAL, 20th Congress 
1st session, pages 59, 76, 123, 134, 156, 169, 173, 279, 634, 641, 646, 647, 688, 692.
2404. STATUTES AT LARGE, VI. 376.
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2405. Among interesting minor proceedings in this period were two Senate bills to register slaves so as to prevent illegal 
importation. They were both dropped in the House; a House proposition to the same effect also came to nothing: SENATE JOURNAL, 
15th Congress 1st session, pages 147, 152, 157, 165, 170, 188, 201, 203, 232, 237; 15th Congress 2d session, pages 63, 74, 77, 202, 
207, 285, 291, 297; HOUSE JOURNAL, 15th Congress 1st session, page 332; 15th Congress 2d session, pages 303, 305, 316; 16th 
Congress 1st session, page 150. Another proposition was contained in the Meigs resolution presented to the House, Feb. 5, 1820, 
which proposed to devote the public lands to the suppression of the slave-trade. This was ruled out of order. It was presented again 
and laid on the table in 1821: HOUSE JOURNAL, 16th Congress 1st session, pages 196, 200, 227; 16th Congress 2d session, page 238.
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William Henry Harvey’s PHYCOLOGIA BRITANNICA (Plates 147-216) (London: Reeve & Banham). Also, his 
“Directions for Collecting and Preserving Algae,” in American Journal of Science and Arts (II, 6: 42-45). He 
was appointed Professor of Botany of the Royal Dublin Society.

To the current regulations for emigration, the British parliament added a requirement that each vessel carrying 
more than 100 passengers must have aboard a surgeon. This would result in advertisements offering free 
passage to surgeons. A requirement was stated, that the emigrants were to be inspected for infectious diseases 
before embarkation, and that none who could not be certified as free of such diseases might be embarked. Each 
vessel carrying more than 100 emigrants was required to provide a cook and a cooking place.

At this point the Irish who had emigrated to the USA aboard the horrendous “famine ships,” and survived, 
were beginning to provide a great deal of, and an increasing amount of, assistance for their relatives on the old 
sod:

Because of the fact that:

the trend among the “improving” absentee landlords of the island had become to hire gangs of thugs who 

1848

Low Estimates for Total Remittances to Ireland

Year Amount

1848 £460,000

1849 £540,000

1850 £957,000

1851 £990,000

It is useless to disguise the truth that any great
improvement in the social system of Ireland must be
founded upon an extensive change in the present state
of agrarian occupation, and that this change
necessarily implies a long, continued and systematic
ejectment of small holders and of squatting cottiers.
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would evict small tenants and tear the roofs from their cottages to make certain they could not come back:

March 3, Friday: Waldo Emerson traveled to London. 

In Bratislava, Lajos Kossuth demanded that the royals in Wien hold still for a radical Magyar Hungarian 
reform program.

Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: “Message from the President ... 
communicating a report from the Secretary of State, with the correspondence of Mr. Wise, late United States 
minister to Brazil, in relation to the slave trade.” –SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 30 Cong. 1 sess. IV. No. 
28. (Full of facts.)

Professor François Pierre Guillaume Guizot joined up in London with his mother Madame Guizot and his 
daughters, who had already arrived. The family would move into a modest habitation in Pelham Crescent, 
Brompton (the aged mother would never be able to return to France and is buried at Kensal Green). 

There would be a move to grant to him a professorship at Oxford University, until it became clear that he 
wasn’t interested in that sort of thing. He would reside in England for about a year while devoting himself to 
the study of history (he would be preparing two additional volumes on the English revolution, and in 1854 
would appear his 2-volume Histoire de la république d’Angleterre et de Cromwell, then in 1856 his 2-volume 
Histoire du protectorat de Cromwell et du rétablissement des Stuarts).

Families Evicted

Year Families

1847 6,026

1848 9,657

1849 16,686

1850 19,949

1851 13,197

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY

HDT WHAT? INDEX
May 12, Friday: Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E.Burghardt Du Bois: “Report of the Secretary 
of State, in relation to ... the seizure of the brig Douglass by a British cruiser.” –SENATE EXECUTIVE 
DOCUMENT, 30 Cong. 1 sess. VI. No. 44.

The middle of October: In the presidential election, the candidate on the Free-Soil ticket was former president Martin 
Van Buren. When asked why he had kept a US ship of war waiting in the New Haven harbor, in 1839 during 
his previous presidency, to expeditiously return the blacks of the La Amistad to Cuba to be there burned at the 
stake as rebellious slaves, he replied that he had simply been endeavoring “to make the terms of [the situation] 
as just & liberal as the nature of the case would admit of.” He defended his executive interference with the 
courts and his ploys with the USS Grampus as the “most human policy” then available to him.

THE MIDDLE PASSAGE
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Here’s an image of old gramps, prepared in 1857:

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: This decade is especially noteworthy for
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the great increase of illegal importations into the South. These
became bold, frequent, and notorious. Systematic introduction
on a considerable scale probably commenced in the forties,
although with great secrecy. “To have boldly ventured into New
Orleans, with negroes freshly imported from Africa, would not
only have brought down upon the head of the importer the
vengeance of our very philanthropic Uncle Sam, but also the
anathemas of the whole sect of philanthropists and negrophilists
everywhere. To import them for years, however, into quiet
places, evading with impunity the penalty of the law, and the
ranting of the thin-skinned sympathizers with Africa, was
gradually to popularize the traffic by creating a demand for
laborers, and thus to pave the way for the gradual revival of the slave
trade. To this end, a few men, bold and energetic, determined,
ten or twelve years ago [1848 or 1850], to commence the business
of importing negroes, slowly at first, but surely; and for this
purpose they selected a few secluded places on the coast of
Florida, Georgia and Texas, for the purpose of concealing their
stock until it could be sold out. Without specifying other
places, let me draw your attention to a deep and abrupt pocket
or indentation in the coast of Texas, about thirty miles from
Brazos Santiago. Into this pocket a slaver could run at any hour
of the night, because there was no hindrance at the entrance,
and here she could discharge her cargo of movables upon the
projecting bluff, and again proceed to sea inside of three
hours. The live stock thus landed could be marched a short
distance across the main island, over a porous soil which
refuses to retain the recent foot-prints, until they were again
placed in boats, and were concealed upon some of the innumerable
little islands which thicken on the waters of the Laguna in the
rear. These islands, being covered with a thick growth of bushes
and grass, offer an inscrutable hiding place for the ‘black
diamonds.’”2406 These methods became, however, toward 1860, too
slow for the radicals, and the trade grew more defiant and open.
The yacht “Wanderer,” arrested on suspicion in New York and
released, landed in Georgia six months later four hundred and
twenty slaves, who were never recovered.2407 The Augusta Despatch
says: “Citizens of our city are probably interested in the
enterprise. It is hinted that this is the third cargo landed by
the same company, during the last six months.”2408 Two parties
of Africans were brought into Mobile with impunity. One bark,
strongly suspected of having landed a cargo of slaves, was
seized on the Florida coast; another vessel was reported to be
landing slaves near Mobile; a letter from Jacksonville, Florida,
stated that a bark had left there for Africa to ship a cargo for
Florida and Georgia.2409 Stephen A. Douglas said “that there was
not the shadow of doubt that the Slave-trade had been carried
on quite extensively for a long time back, and that there had
been more Slaves imported into the southern States, during the

2406. New York Herald, Aug. 5, 1860; quoted in Drake, REVELATIONS OF A SLAVE SMUGGLER, Introduction, pages vii.-viii.
2407. HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 35th Congress, 2d session, IX. No. 89. Cf. 26TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY 
SOCIETY, pages 45-9.
2408. Quoted in 26TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, page 46.
2409. For all the above cases, cf. 26TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, page 49.
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last year, than had ever been imported before in any one year,
even when the Slave-trade was legal. It was his confident
belief, that over fifteen thousand Slaves had been brought into
this country during the past year [1859.] He had seen, with his
own eyes, three hundred of those recently-imported, miserable
beings, in a Slave-pen in Vicksburg, Miss., and also large
numbers at Memphis, Tenn.”2410 It was currently reported that
depots for these slaves existed in over twenty large cities and
towns in the South, and an interested person boasted to a
senator, about 1860, that “twelve vessels would discharge their
living freight upon our shores within ninety days from the 1st
of June last,” and that between sixty and seventy cargoes had
been successfully introduced in the last eighteen months.2411 The
New York Tribune doubted the statement; but John C. Underwood,
formerly of Virginia, wrote to the paper saying that he was
satisfied that the correspondent was correct. “I have,” he said,
“had ample evidences of the fact, that reopening the African
Slave-trade is a thing already accomplished, and the traffic is
brisk, and rapidly increasing. In fact, the most vital question
of the day is not the opening of this trade, but its suppression.
The arrival of cargoes of negroes, fresh from Africa, in our
southern ports, is an event of frequent occurrence.”2412

Negroes, newly landed, were openly advertised for sale in the
public press, and bids for additional importations made. In
reply to one of these, the Mobile Mercury facetiously remarks:
“Some negroes who never learned to talk English, went up the
railroad the other day.”2413 Congressmen declared on the floor
of the House: “The slave trade may therefore be regarded as
practically re-established;”2414 and petitions like that from
the American Missionary Society recited the fact that “this
piratical and illegal trade — this inhuman invasion of the
rights of men, — this outrage on civilization and Christianity
— this violation of the laws of God and man — is openly
countenanced and encouraged by a portion of the citizens of some
of the States of this Union.”2415

From such evidence it seems clear that the slave-trade laws, in
spite of the efforts of the government, in spite even of much
opposition to these extra-legal methods in the South itself,
were grossly violated, if not nearly nullified, in the latter
part of the decade 1850-1860.

2410. Quoted in 27TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, page 20. Cf. REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY, 
1859; SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 36th Congress, 1st session, III. No. 2.
2411. 27TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, page 21.
2412. Quoted in 27TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, page 21
2413. Issue of July 22, 1860; quoted in Drake, REVELATIONS OF A SLAVE SMUGGLER, Introd., page vi. The advertisement referred 
to was addressed to the “Ship-owners and Masters of our Mercantile Marine,” and appeared in the Enterprise (Miss.) Weekly News, 
April 14, 1859. William S. Price and seventeen others state that they will “pay three hundred dollars per head for one thousand native 
Africans, between the ages of fourteen and twenty years, (of sexes equal,) likely, sound, and healthy, to be delivered within twelve 
months from this date, at some point accessible by land, between Pensacola, Fla., and Galveston, Texas; the contractors giving thirty 
days’ notice as to time and place of delivery”: Quoted in 26TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, pages 41-2.
2414. CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 35th Congress, 1st session, page 1362. Cf. the speech of a delegate from Georgia to the Democratic 
Convention at Charleston, 1860: “If any of you northern democrats will go home with me to my plantation, I will show you some 
darkies that I bought in Virginia, some in Delaware, some in Florida, and I will also show you the pure African, the noblest Roman 
of them all. I represent the African slave trade interest of my section:” Lalor, CYCLOPÆDIA, III. 733.
2415. SENATE MISCELLANEOUS DOCUMENT, 36th Congress, 1st session, No. 8.
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December 4, Monday: Edgar Allan Poe wrote to W.J. Pabodie, Esq. in Providence, Rhode Island:

Fordham — Dec. 4 — 48. 
My dear Mr. Pabodie — 
On the principle of “better late than never” I seize the first
opportunity afforded me, in the midst of cares and vexations of
all kinds, to write you a few words of cordial thanks for your
considerate and gentlemanly attentions to me while in
Providence. I do hope that you will always think of me as one
of the most obliged and most devoted of your friends. — Please
say to Mrs. W. [Pabodie’s friend Sarah Helen Power Whitman],
when you next see her, that I thank her for the “papers” and for
her promptitude. Say, also, that perhaps Mrs. Wright is right,
but that I believe her wrong, and desire to be kindly remembered.
The commands, about Post, have been attended to. — Present my
respects to Mrs. Allen and to your father. 
Truly yours always. 
Edgar Allan Poe

Senator Jefferson Davis was present for the opening of his 2d session of the federal Congress.

Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: “Report of the Secretary of the 
Navy.” –HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 30 Cong. 2 sess. I. No. 1, pp. 605, 607.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: A somewhat more sincere and determined
effort to enforce the slave-trade laws now followed; and yet it
is a significant fact that not until Lincoln’s administration
did a slave-trader suffer death for violating the laws of the
United States. The participation of Americans in the trade
continued, declining somewhat between 1825 and 1830, and then
reviving, until it reached its highest activity between 1840 and
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1860. The development of a vast internal slave-trade, and the
consequent rise in the South of vested interests strongly
opposed to slave smuggling, led to a falling off in the illicit
introduction of Negroes after 1825, until the fifties;
nevertheless, smuggling never entirely ceased, and large numbers
were thus added to the plantations of the Gulf States.
Monroe had various constitutional scruples as to the execution
of the Act of 1819;2416 but, as Congress took no action, he at
last put a fair interpretation on his powers, and appointed
Samuel Bacon as an agent in Africa to form a settlement for
recaptured Africans. Gradually the agency thus formed became
merged with that of the Colonization Society on Cape Mesurado;
and from this union Liberia was finally evolved.2417

Meantime, during the years 1818 to 1820, the activity of the
slave-traders was prodigious. General James Tallmadge declared
in the House, February 15, 1819: “Our laws are already highly
penal against their introduction, and yet, it is a well known
fact, that about fourteen thousand slaves have been brought into
our country this last year.”2418 In the same year Middleton of
South Carolina and Wright of Virginia estimated illicit
introduction at 13,000 and 15,000 respectively.2419 Judge Story,
in charging a jury, took occasion to say: “We have but too many
proofs from unquestionable sources, that it [the slave-trade]
is still carried on with all the implacable rapacity of former
times. Avarice has grown more subtle in its evasions, and
watches and seizes its prey with an appetite quickened rather
than suppressed by its guilty vigils. American citizens are
steeped to their very mouths (I can hardly use too bold a figure)
in this stream of iniquity.”2420 The following year, 1820,
brought some significant statements from various members of
Congress. Said Smith of South Carolina: “Pharaoh was, for his
temerity, drowned in the Red Sea, in pursuing them [the
Israelites] contrary to God’s express will; but our Northern
friends have not been afraid even of that, in their zeal to
furnish the Southern States with Africans. They are better
seamen than Pharaoh, and calculate by that means to elude the
vigilance of Heaven; which they seem to disregard, if they can
but elude the violated laws of their country.”2421 As late as May
he saw little hope of suppressing the traffic.2422 Sergeant of
Pennsylvania declared: “It is notorious that, in spite of the
utmost vigilance that can be employed, African negroes are
clandestinely brought in and sold as slaves.”2423 Plumer of New
Hampshire stated that “of the unhappy beings, thus in violation
of all laws transported to our shores, and thrown by force into

2416. Attorney-General Wirt advised him, October, 1819, that no part of the appropriation could be used to purchase land in Africa 
or tools for the Negroes, or as salary for the agent: OPINIONS OF ATTORNEYS-GENERAL, I. 314-7. Monroe laid the case before 
Congress in a special message Dec. 20, 1819 (HOUSE JOURNAL, 16th Congress 1st session, page 57); but no action was taken there.
2417. Cf. Kendall’s Report, August, 1830: SENATE DOCUMENT, 21st Congress 2d session, I. No. 1, pages 211-8; also see below, 
Chapter X.
2418. Speech in the House of Representatives, Feb. 15, 1819, page 18; published in Boston, 1849.
2419. Jay, INQUIRY INTO AMERICAN COLONIZATION (1838), page 59, note.
2420. Quoted in Friends’ FACTS AND OBSERVATIONS ON THE SLAVE TRADE (ed. 1841), pages 7-8.
2421. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 16th Congress 1st session, pages 270-1.
2422. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 16th Congress 1st session, page 698.
2423. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 16th Congress 1st session, page 1207.

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY

HDT WHAT? INDEX
the mass of our black population, scarcely one in a hundred is
ever detected by the officers of the General Government, in a
part of the country, where, if we are to believe the statement
of Governor Rabun, ‘an officer who would perform his duty, by
attempting to enforce the law [against the slave trade] is, by
many, considered as an officious meddler, and treated with
derision and contempt;’ ... I have been told by a gentleman, who
has attended particularly to this subject, that ten thousand
slaves were in one year smuggled into the United States; and
that, even for the last year, we must count the number not by
hundreds, but by thousands.”2424 In 1821 a committee of Congress
characterized prevailing methods as those “of the grossest fraud
that could be practised to deceive the officers of
government.”2425 Another committee, in 1822, after a careful
examination of the subject, declare that they “find it
impossible to measure with precision the effect produced upon
the American branch of the slave trade by the laws above
mentioned, and the seizures under them. They are unable to
state, whether those American merchants, the American capital
and seamen which heretofore aided in this traffic, have
abandoned it altogether, or have sought shelter under the flags
of other nations.” They then state the suspicious circumstance
that, with the disappearance of the American flag from the
traffic, “the trade, notwithstanding, increases annually, under
the flags of other nations.” They complain of the spasmodic
efforts of the executive. They say that the first United States
cruiser arrived on the African coast in March, 1820, and
remained a “few weeks;” that since then four others had in two
years made five visits in all; but “since the middle of last
November, the commencement of the healthy season on that coast,
no vessel has been, nor, as your committee is informed, is, under
orders for that service.”2426 The United States African agent,
Ayres, reported in 1823: “I was informed by an American officer
who had been on the coast in 1820, that he had boarded 20
American vessels in one morning, lying in the port of Gallinas,
and fitted for the reception of slaves. It is a lamentable fact,
that most of the harbours, between the Senegal and the line,
were visited by an equal number of American vessels, and for the
sole purpose of carrying away slaves. Although for some years
the coast had been occasionally visited by our cruizers, their
short stay and seldom appearance had made but slight impression
on those traders, rendered hardy by repetition of crime, and
avaricious by excessive gain. They were enabled by a regular
system to gain intelligence of any cruizer being on the
coast.”2427

2424. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 16th Congress 1st session, page 1433.
2425. Referring particularly to the case of the slaver “Plattsburg.” Cf. HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress 1st session, II. No. 92, page 
10.
2426. HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress 1st session, II. No. 92, page 2. The President had in his message spoken in exhilarating tones 
of the success of the government in suppressing the trade. The House Committee appointed in pursuance of this passage made the 
above report. Their conclusions are confirmed by British reports: PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1822, Vol. XXII., SLAVE TRADE, 
Further Papers, III. page 44. So, too, in 1823, Ashmun, the African agent, reports that thousands of slaves are being abducted.
2427. Ayres to the Secretary of the Navy, Feb. 24, 1823; reprinted in FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE (1824), page 
31.

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY

HDT WHAT? INDEX
Even such spasmodic efforts bore abundant fruit, and indicated
what vigorous measures might have accomplished. Between May,
1818, and November, 1821, nearly six hundred Africans were
recaptured and eleven American slavers taken.2428 Such measures
gradually changed the character of the trade, and opened the
international phase of the question. American slavers cleared
for foreign ports, there took a foreign flag and papers, and
then sailed boldly past American cruisers, although their real
character was often well known. More stringent clearance laws
and consular instructions might have greatly reduced this
practice; but nothing was ever done, and gradually the laws
became in large measure powerless to deal with the bulk of the
illicit trade. In 1820, September 16, a British officer, in his
official report, declares that, in spite of United States laws,
“American vessels, American subjects, and American capital, are
unquestionably engaged in the trade, though under other colours
and in disguise.”2429 The United States ship “Cyane” at one time
reported ten captures within a few days, adding: “Although they
are evidently owned by Americans, they are so completely covered
by Spanish papers that it is impossible to condemn them.”2430 The
governor of Sierra Leone reported the rivers Nunez and Pongas
full of renegade European and American slave-traders;2431 the
trade was said to be carried on “to an extent that almost
staggers belief.”2432 Down to 1824 or 1825, reports from all
quarters prove this activity in slave-trading.
The execution of the laws within the country exhibits grave
defects and even criminal negligence. Attorney-General Wirt
finds it necessary to assure collectors, in 1819, that “it is
against public policy to dispense with prosecutions for
violation of the law to prohibit the Slave trade.”2433 One
district attorney writes: “It appears to be almost impossible
to enforce the laws of the United States against offenders after
the negroes have been landed in the state.”2434 Again, it is
asserted that “when vessels engaged in the slave trade have been
detained by the American cruizers, and sent into the slave-
holding states, there appears at once a difficulty in securing
the freedom to these captives which the laws of the United States
have decreed for them.”2435 In some cases, one man would smuggle
in the Africans and hide them in the woods; then his partner
would “rob” him, and so all trace be lost.2436 Perhaps 350

2428. HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress 1st session, II. No. 92, pages 5-6. The slavers were the “Ramirez,” “Endymion,” 
“Esperanza,” “Plattsburg,” “Science,” “Alexander,” “Eugene,” “Mathilde,” “Daphne,” “Eliza,” and “La Pensée.” In these 573 
Africans were taken. The naval officers were greatly handicapped by the size of the ships, etc. (cf. FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN 
SLAVE-TRADE (1824), pages 33-41). They nevertheless acted with great zeal.
2429. PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1821, Vol. XXIII., SLAVE TRADE, Further Papers, A, page 76. The names and description of a 
dozen or more American slavers are given: PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1821, Vol. XXIII., SLAVE TRADE, Further Papers, A, pages 
18-21.
2430. HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress 1st session, II. No. 92, pages 15-20.
2431. HOUSE DOCUMENT, 18th Congress 1st session, VI. No. 119, page 13.
2432. PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1823, Vol. XVIII., SLAVE TRADE, Further Papers, A, pages 10-11.
2433. OPINIONS OF ATTORNEYS-GENERAL, V. 717.
2434. R.W. Habersham to the Secretary of the Navy, August, 1821; reprinted in FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE 
(1824), page 47.
2435. FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE (1824), page 42.
2436. FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE (1824), page 43.
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Africans were officially reported as brought in contrary to law
from 1818 to 1820: the absurdity of this figure is apparent.2437

A circular letter to the marshals, in 1821, brought reports of
only a few well-known cases, like that of the “General Ramirez;”
the marshal of Louisiana had “no information.”2438

There appears to be little positive evidence of a large illicit
importation into the country for a decade after 1825. It is
hardly possible, however, considering the activity in the trade,
that slaves were not largely imported. Indeed, when we note how
the laws were continually broken in other respects, absence of
evidence of petty smuggling becomes presumptive evidence that
collusive or tacit understanding of officers and citizens
allowed the trade to some extent.2439 Finally, it must be noted
that during all this time scarcely a man suffered for
participating in the trade, beyond the loss of the Africans and,
more rarely, of his ship. Red-handed slavers, caught in the act
and convicted, were too often, like La Coste of South Carolina,
the subjects of executive clemency.2440 In certain cases there
were those who even had the effrontery to ask Congress to cancel
their own laws. For instance, in 1819 a Venezuelan privateer,
secretly fitted out and manned by Americans in Baltimore,
succeeded in capturing several American, Portuguese, and Spanish
slavers, and appropriating the slaves; being finally wrecked
herself, she transferred her crew and slaves to one of her
prizes, the “Antelope,” which was eventually captured by a
United States cruiser and the 280 Africans sent to Georgia.
After much litigation, the United States Supreme Court ordered
those captured from Spaniards to be surrendered, and the others
to be returned to Africa. By some mysterious process, only 139
Africans now remained, 100 of whom were sent to Africa. The
Spanish claimants of the remaining thirty-nine sold them to a
certain Mr. Wilde, who gave bond to transport them out of the
country. Finally, in December, 1827, there came an innocent
petition to Congress to cancel this bond.2441 A bill to that effect
passed and was approved, May 2, 1828,2442 and in consequence
these Africans remained as slaves in Georgia.
On the whole, it is plain that, although in the period from 1807
to 1820 Congress laid down broad lines of legislation
sufficient, save in some details, to suppress the African slave
trade to America, yet the execution of these laws was criminally
lax. Moreover, by the facility with which slavers could disguise
their identity, it was possible for them to escape even a
vigorous enforcement of our laws. This situation could properly
be met only by energetic and sincere international co-
operation....2443

2437. Cf. above, pages 126-7.
2438. FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE (1824), page 42.
2439. A few accounts of captures here and there would make the matter less suspicious; these, however, do not occur. How large 
this suspected illicit traffic was, it is of course impossible to say; there is no reason why it may not have reached many hundreds per 
year.
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The negrero Casco, sailing without papers, was boarded and searched by a British cruiser and found to be 
transporting 420 slaves (SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 31st Congress, 1st session XIV Number 66, page 
13).

To the current regulations for emigration, the British parliament added at this time that the berthing together 
of single men and women was forbidden. The food ration was increased from the 7 pounds per week specified 
in 1842, by adding onto that quantity of bread, biscuits, flour, oatmeal, or rice, or the equivalent in potatoes, a 
twice-weekly provision of oatmeal, of tea, of rice, of sugar and of molasses. Still, no vegetables were provided, 
and still, passengers had to bring along much of their food for the journey. Rather than requiring merely that 
each vessel carrying more than 100 emigrants have aboard a surgeon, each vessel carrying more than 50 
emigrants would in the future have either to carry a surgeon, or provide for each passenger 14 rather than 10 
square feet of deck area.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: A somewhat more sincere and determined
effort to enforce the slave-trade laws now followed; and yet it
is a significant fact that not until Lincoln’s administration
did a slave-trader suffer death for violating the laws of the
United States. The participation of Americans in the trade
continued, declining somewhat between 1825 and 1830, and then
reviving, until it reached its highest activity between 1840 and
1860. The development of a vast internal slave-trade, and the

2440. Cf. editorial in Niles’s Register, XXII. 114. Cf. also the following instances of pardons: — 
PRESIDENT JEFFERSON: March 1, 1808, Phillip M. Topham, convicted for “carrying on an illegal slave-trade” (pardoned twice). 
PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, I. 146, 148-9.
PRESIDENT MADISON: July 29, 1809, 15 vessels arrived at New Orleans from Cuba, with 666 white persons and 683 negroes. 
Every penalty incurred under the Act of 1807 was remitted. (Note: “Several other pardons of this nature were granted.”) PARDONS 
AND REMISSIONS, I. 179.
Nov. 8, 1809, John Hopkins and Lewis Le Roy, convicted for importing a slave. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, I. 184-5.
Feb. 12, 1810, William Sewall, convicted for importing slaves. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, I. 194, 235, 240.
May 5, 1812, William Babbit, convicted for importing slaves. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, I. 248.
PRESIDENT MONROE: June 11, 1822, Thomas Shields, convicted for bringing slaves into New Orleans. PARDONS AND 
REMISSIONS, IV. 15.
Aug. 24, 1822, J.F. Smith, sentenced to five years’ imprisonment and $3000 fine; served twenty-five months and was then pardoned. 
PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 22.
July 23, 1823, certain parties liable to penalties for introducing slaves into Alabama. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 63.
Aug. 15, 1823, owners of schooner “Mary,” convicted of importing slaves. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 66.
PRESIDENT J.Q. ADAMS: March 4, 1826, Robert Perry; his ship was forfeited for slave-trading. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 
140.
Jan. 17, 1827, Jesse Perry; forfeited ship, and was convicted for introducing slaves. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 158.
Feb. 13, 1827, Zenas Winston; incurred penalties for slave-trading. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 161. The four following cases 
are similar to that of Winston: — 
Feb. 24, 1827, John Tucker and William Morbon. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 162.
March 25, 1828, Joseph Badger. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 192.
Feb. 19, 1829, L.R. Wallace. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 215.
PRESIDENT JACKSON: Five cases. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 225, 270, 301, 393, 440.
The above cases were taken from manuscript copies of the Washington records, made by Mr. W.C. Endicott, Jr., and kindly loaned 
me.
2441. See SENATE JOURNAL, 20th Congress 1st session, pages 60, 66, 340, 341, 343, 348, 352, 355; HOUSE JOURNAL, 20th Congress 
1st session, pages 59, 76, 123, 134, 156, 169, 173, 279, 634, 641, 646, 647, 688, 692.
2442. STATUTES AT LARGE, VI. 376.
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consequent rise in the South of vested interests strongly
opposed to slave smuggling, led to a falling off in the illicit
introduction of Negroes after 1825, until the fifties;
nevertheless, smuggling never entirely ceased, and large numbers
were thus added to the plantations of the Gulf States.
Monroe had various constitutional scruples as to the execution
of the Act of 1819;2444 but, as Congress took no action, he at
last put a fair interpretation on his powers, and appointed
Samuel Bacon as an agent in Africa to form a settlement for
recaptured Africans. Gradually the agency thus formed became
merged with that of the Colonization Society on Cape Mesurado;
and from this union Liberia was finally evolved.2445

Meantime, during the years 1818 to 1820, the activity of the
slave-traders was prodigious. General James Tallmadge declared
in the House, February 15, 1819: “Our laws are already highly
penal against their introduction, and yet, it is a well known
fact, that about fourteen thousand slaves have been brought into
our country this last year.”2446 In the same year Middleton of
South Carolina and Wright of Virginia estimated illicit
introduction at 13,000 and 15,000 respectively.2447 Judge Story,
in charging a jury, took occasion to say: “We have but too many
proofs from unquestionable sources, that it [the slave-trade]
is still carried on with all the implacable rapacity of former
times. Avarice has grown more subtle in its evasions, and
watches and seizes its prey with an appetite quickened rather
than suppressed by its guilty vigils. American citizens are
steeped to their very mouths (I can hardly use too bold a figure)
in this stream of iniquity.”2448 The following year, 1820,
brought some significant statements from various members of
Congress. Said Smith of South Carolina: “Pharaoh was, for his
temerity, drowned in the Red Sea, in pursuing them [the
Israelites] contrary to God’s express will; but our Northern
friends have not been afraid even of that, in their zeal to
furnish the Southern States with Africans. They are better
seamen than Pharaoh, and calculate by that means to elude the
vigilance of Heaven; which they seem to disregard, if they can
but elude the violated laws of their country.”2449 As late as May
he saw little hope of suppressing the traffic.2450 Sergeant of

2443. Among interesting minor proceedings in this period were two Senate bills to register slaves so as to prevent illegal 
importation. They were both dropped in the House; a House proposition to the same effect also came to nothing: SENATE JOURNAL, 
15th Congress 1st session, pages 147, 152, 157, 165, 170, 188, 201, 203, 232, 237; 15th Congress 2d session, pages 63, 74, 77, 202, 
207, 285, 291, 297; HOUSE JOURNAL, 15th Congress 1st session, page 332; 15th Congress 2d session, pages 303, 305, 316; 16th 
Congress 1st session, page 150. Another proposition was contained in the Meigs resolution presented to the House, Feb. 5, 1820, 
which proposed to devote the public lands to the suppression of the slave-trade. This was ruled out of order. It was presented again 
and laid on the table in 1821: HOUSE JOURNAL, 16th Congress 1st session, pages 196, 200, 227; 16th Congress 2d session, page 238.
2444. Attorney-General Wirt advised him, October, 1819, that no part of the appropriation could be used to purchase land in Africa 
or tools for the Negroes, or as salary for the agent: OPINIONS OF ATTORNEYS-GENERAL, I. 314-7. Monroe laid the case before 
Congress in a special message Dec. 20, 1819 (HOUSE JOURNAL, 16th Congress 1st session, page 57); but no action was taken there.
2445. Cf. Kendall’s Report, August, 1830: SENATE DOCUMENT, 21st Congress 2d session, I. No. 1, pages 211-8; also see below, 
Chapter X.
2446. Speech in the House of Representatives, Feb. 15, 1819, page 18; published in Boston, 1849.
2447. Jay, INQUIRY INTO AMERICAN COLONIZATION (1838), page 59, note.
2448. Quoted in Friends’ FACTS AND OBSERVATIONS ON THE SLAVE TRADE (ed. 1841), pages 7-8.
2449. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 16th Congress 1st session, pages 270-1.
2450. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 16th Congress 1st session, page 698.
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Pennsylvania declared: “It is notorious that, in spite of the
utmost vigilance that can be employed, African negroes are
clandestinely brought in and sold as slaves.”2451 Plumer of New
Hampshire stated that “of the unhappy beings, thus in violation
of all laws transported to our shores, and thrown by force into
the mass of our black population, scarcely one in a hundred is
ever detected by the officers of the General Government, in a
part of the country, where, if we are to believe the statement
of Governor Rabun, ‘an officer who would perform his duty, by
attempting to enforce the law [against the slave trade] is, by
many, considered as an officious meddler, and treated with
derision and contempt;’ ... I have been told by a gentleman, who
has attended particularly to this subject, that ten thousand
slaves were in one year smuggled into the United States; and
that, even for the last year, we must count the number not by
hundreds, but by thousands.”2452 In 1821 a committee of Congress
characterized prevailing methods as those “of the grossest fraud
that could be practised to deceive the officers of
government.”2453 Another committee, in 1822, after a careful
examination of the subject, declare that they “find it
impossible to measure with precision the effect produced upon
the American branch of the slave trade by the laws above
mentioned, and the seizures under them. They are unable to
state, whether those American merchants, the American capital
and seamen which heretofore aided in this traffic, have
abandoned it altogether, or have sought shelter under the flags
of other nations.” They then state the suspicious circumstance
that, with the disappearance of the American flag from the
traffic, “the trade, notwithstanding, increases annually, under
the flags of other nations.” They complain of the spasmodic
efforts of the executive. They say that the first United States
cruiser arrived on the African coast in March, 1820, and
remained a “few weeks;” that since then four others had in two
years made five visits in all; but “since the middle of last
November, the commencement of the healthy season on that coast,
no vessel has been, nor, as your committee is informed, is, under
orders for that service.”2454 The United States African agent,
Ayres, reported in 1823: “I was informed by an American officer
who had been on the coast in 1820, that he had boarded 20
American vessels in one morning, lying in the port of Gallinas,
and fitted for the reception of slaves. It is a lamentable fact,
that most of the harbours, between the Senegal and the line,
were visited by an equal number of American vessels, and for the
sole purpose of carrying away slaves. Although for some years
the coast had been occasionally visited by our cruizers, their
short stay and seldom appearance had made but slight impression

2451. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 16th Congress 1st session, page 1207.
2452. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 16th Congress 1st session, page 1433.
2453. Referring particularly to the case of the slaver “Plattsburg.” Cf. HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress 1st session, II. No. 92, page 
10.
2454. HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress 1st session, II. No. 92, page 2. The President had in his message spoken in exhilarating tones 
of the success of the government in suppressing the trade. The House Committee appointed in pursuance of this passage made the 
above report. Their conclusions are confirmed by British reports: PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1822, Vol. XXII., SLAVE TRADE, 
Further Papers, III. page 44. So, too, in 1823, Ashmun, the African agent, reports that thousands of slaves are being abducted.
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on those traders, rendered hardy by repetition of crime, and
avaricious by excessive gain. They were enabled by a regular
system to gain intelligence of any cruizer being on the
coast.”2455

Even such spasmodic efforts bore abundant fruit, and indicated
what vigorous measures might have accomplished. Between May,
1818, and November, 1821, nearly six hundred Africans were
recaptured and eleven American slavers taken.2456 Such measures
gradually changed the character of the trade, and opened the
international phase of the question. American slavers cleared
for foreign ports, there took a foreign flag and papers, and
then sailed boldly past American cruisers, although their real
character was often well known. More stringent clearance laws
and consular instructions might have greatly reduced this
practice; but nothing was ever done, and gradually the laws
became in large measure powerless to deal with the bulk of the
illicit trade. In 1820, September 16, a British officer, in his
official report, declares that, in spite of United States laws,
“American vessels, American subjects, and American capital, are
unquestionably engaged in the trade, though under other colours
and in disguise.”2457 The United States ship “Cyane” at one time
reported ten captures within a few days, adding: “Although they
are evidently owned by Americans, they are so completely covered
by Spanish papers that it is impossible to condemn them.”2458 The
governor of Sierra Leone reported the rivers Nunez and Pongas
full of renegade European and American slave-traders;2459 the
trade was said to be carried on “to an extent that almost
staggers belief.”2460 Down to 1824 or 1825, reports from all
quarters prove this activity in slave-trading.
The execution of the laws within the country exhibits grave
defects and even criminal negligence. Attorney-General Wirt
finds it necessary to assure collectors, in 1819, that “it is
against public policy to dispense with prosecutions for
violation of the law to prohibit the Slave trade.”2461 One
district attorney writes: “It appears to be almost impossible
to enforce the laws of the United States against offenders after
the negroes have been landed in the state.”2462 Again, it is
asserted that “when vessels engaged in the slave trade have been
detained by the American cruizers, and sent into the slave-
holding states, there appears at once a difficulty in securing

2455. Ayres to the Secretary of the Navy, Feb. 24, 1823; reprinted in FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE (1824), page 
31.
2456. HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress 1st session, II. No. 92, pages 5-6. The slavers were the “Ramirez,” “Endymion,” 
“Esperanza,” “Plattsburg,” “Science,” “Alexander,” “Eugene,” “Mathilde,” “Daphne,” “Eliza,” and “La Pensée.” In these 573 
Africans were taken. The naval officers were greatly handicapped by the size of the ships, etc. (cf. FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN 
SLAVE-TRADE (1824), pages 33-41). They nevertheless acted with great zeal.
2457. PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1821, Vol. XXIII., SLAVE TRADE, Further Papers, A, page 76. The names and description of a 
dozen or more American slavers are given: PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1821, Vol. XXIII., SLAVE TRADE, Further Papers, A, pages 
18-21.
2458. HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress 1st session, II. No. 92, pages 15-20.
2459. HOUSE DOCUMENT, 18th Congress 1st session, VI. No. 119, page 13.
2460. PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1823, Vol. XVIII., SLAVE TRADE, Further Papers, A, pages 10-11.
2461. OPINIONS OF ATTORNEYS-GENERAL, V. 717.
2462. R.W. Habersham to the Secretary of the Navy, August, 1821; reprinted in FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE 
(1824), page 47.
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the freedom to these captives which the laws of the United States
have decreed for them.”2463 In some cases, one man would smuggle
in the Africans and hide them in the woods; then his partner
would “rob” him, and so all trace be lost.2464 Perhaps 350
Africans were officially reported as brought in contrary to law
from 1818 to 1820: the absurdity of this figure is apparent.2465

A circular letter to the marshals, in 1821, brought reports of
only a few well-known cases, like that of the “General Ramirez;”
the marshal of Louisiana had “no information.”2466

There appears to be little positive evidence of a large illicit
importation into the country for a decade after 1825. It is
hardly possible, however, considering the activity in the trade,
that slaves were not largely imported. Indeed, when we note how
the laws were continually broken in other respects, absence of
evidence of petty smuggling becomes presumptive evidence that
collusive or tacit understanding of officers and citizens
allowed the trade to some extent.2467 Finally, it must be noted
that during all this time scarcely a man suffered for
participating in the trade, beyond the loss of the Africans and,
more rarely, of his ship. Red-handed slavers, caught in the act
and convicted, were too often, like La Coste of South Carolina,
the subjects of executive clemency.2468 In certain cases there
were those who even had the effrontery to ask Congress to cancel
their own laws. For instance, in 1819 a Venezuelan privateer,
secretly fitted out and manned by Americans in Baltimore,
succeeded in capturing several American, Portuguese, and Spanish
slavers, and appropriating the slaves; being finally wrecked
herself, she transferred her crew and slaves to one of her
prizes, the “Antelope,” which was eventually captured by a
United States cruiser and the 280 Africans sent to Georgia.
After much litigation, the United States Supreme Court ordered
those captured from Spaniards to be surrendered, and the others
to be returned to Africa. By some mysterious process, only 139
Africans now remained, 100 of whom were sent to Africa. The
Spanish claimants of the remaining thirty-nine sold them to a
certain Mr. Wilde, who gave bond to transport them out of the
country. Finally, in December, 1827, there came an innocent
petition to Congress to cancel this bond.2469 A bill to that effect
passed and was approved, May 2, 1828,2470 and in consequence
these Africans remained as slaves in Georgia.
On the whole, it is plain that, although in the period from 1807
to 1820 Congress laid down broad lines of legislation
sufficient, save in some details, to suppress the African slave
trade to America, yet the execution of these laws was criminally
lax. Moreover, by the facility with which slavers could disguise
their identity, it was possible for them to escape even a
vigorous enforcement of our laws. This situation could properly

2463. FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE (1824), page 42.
2464. FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE (1824), page 43.
2465. Cf. above, pages 126-7.
2466. FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE (1824), page 42.
2467. A few accounts of captures here and there would make the matter less suspicious; these, however, do not occur. How large 
this suspected illicit traffic was, it is of course impossible to say; there is no reason why it may not have reached many hundreds per 
year.
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be met only by energetic and sincere international co-
operation....2471

2468. Cf. editorial in Niles’s Register, XXII. 114. Cf. also the following instances of pardons: — 
PRESIDENT JEFFERSON: March 1, 1808, Phillip M. Topham, convicted for “carrying on an illegal slave-trade” (pardoned twice). 
PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, I. 146, 148-9.
PRESIDENT MADISON: July 29, 1809, 15 vessels arrived at New Orleans from Cuba, with 666 white persons and 683 negroes. 
Every penalty incurred under the Act of 1807 was remitted. (Note: “Several other pardons of this nature were granted.”) PARDONS 
AND REMISSIONS, I. 179.
Nov. 8, 1809, John Hopkins and Lewis Le Roy, convicted for importing a slave. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, I. 184-5.
Feb. 12, 1810, William Sewall, convicted for importing slaves. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, I. 194, 235, 240.
May 5, 1812, William Babbit, convicted for importing slaves. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, I. 248.
PRESIDENT MONROE: June 11, 1822, Thomas Shields, convicted for bringing slaves into New Orleans. PARDONS AND 
REMISSIONS, IV. 15.
Aug. 24, 1822, J.F. Smith, sentenced to five years’ imprisonment and $3000 fine; served twenty-five months and was then pardoned. 
PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 22.
July 23, 1823, certain parties liable to penalties for introducing slaves into Alabama. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 63.
Aug. 15, 1823, owners of schooner “Mary,” convicted of importing slaves. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 66.
PRESIDENT J.Q. ADAMS: March 4, 1826, Robert Perry; his ship was forfeited for slave-trading. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 
140.
Jan. 17, 1827, Jesse Perry; forfeited ship, and was convicted for introducing slaves. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 158.
Feb. 13, 1827, Zenas Winston; incurred penalties for slave-trading. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 161. The four following cases 
are similar to that of Winston: — 
Feb. 24, 1827, John Tucker and William Morbon. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 162.
March 25, 1828, Joseph Badger. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 192.
Feb. 19, 1829, L.R. Wallace. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 215.
PRESIDENT JACKSON: Five cases. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 225, 270, 301, 393, 440.
The above cases were taken from manuscript copies of the Washington records, made by Mr. W.C. Endicott, Jr., and kindly loaned 
me.
2469. See SENATE JOURNAL, 20th Congress 1st session, pages 60, 66, 340, 341, 343, 348, 352, 355; HOUSE JOURNAL, 20th Congress 
1st session, pages 59, 76, 123, 134, 156, 169, 173, 279, 634, 641, 646, 647, 688, 692.
2470. STATUTES AT LARGE, VI. 376.
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Elizabeth Smith Miller, a white woman needless to say, appeared on the streets of Seneca Falls, New York, in 
“turkish trousers,” soon to be known as “bloomers.”

George Washington Briggs, a white man needless to say, printed up an American edition of Jane Austen’s 
PRIDE AND PREJUDICE.

Learn how the hoity-toity live! 
Be aware of the anguish and torment 

 and uncertainty of their social striving!

At very much the other end of the accepted local social scale, Henry Bibb presented his NARRATIVE OF THE 
LIFE AND ADVENTURES OF HENRY BIBB, AN AMERICAN SLAVE, WRITTEN BY HIMSELF.

[T]he only weapon of self defence I could use successfully,
was that of deception.

We know that Bibb wrote the narrative himself because we have the testimony of the editor Lucius C. Matlack 
–a white man needless to say– that he not only personally witnessed some of this self-writing but also then 
preserved the evidences of it in order to remove any possibility of doubt:

[T]he writer of this introduction is well acquainted with his
handwriting and style. The entire manuscript I have examined and
prepared for the press. Many of the closing pages of it were
written by Mr. Henry Bibb in my office. And the whole is
preserved for inspection now. An examination of it will show
that no alteration of sentiment, language, or style was
necessary to make it what it now is, in the hands of the reader.
The work of preparation for the press was that of orthography
and punctuation merely, an arrangement or the chapters, and a
table of contents — little more than falls to the lot of
publishers generally.

2471. Among interesting minor proceedings in this period were two Senate bills to register slaves so as to prevent illegal 
importation. They were both dropped in the House; a House proposition to the same effect also came to nothing: SENATE JOURNAL, 
15th Congress 1st session, pages 147, 152, 157, 165, 170, 188, 201, 203, 232, 237; 15th Congress 2d session, pages 63, 74, 77, 202, 
207, 285, 291, 297; HOUSE JOURNAL, 15th Congress 1st session, page 332; 15th Congress 2d session, pages 303, 305, 316; 16th 
Congress 1st session, page 150. Another proposition was contained in the Meigs resolution presented to the House, Feb. 5, 1820, 
which proposed to devote the public lands to the suppression of the slave-trade. This was ruled out of order. It was presented again 
and laid on the table in 1821: HOUSE JOURNAL, 16th Congress 1st session, pages 196, 200, 227; 16th Congress 2d session, page 238.
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Also, in Wilmington, Delaware, Mary Ann Shadd put out a 12-page pamphlet, “Hints to the Colored People 
of the North.” This focused on antislavery reform and building a collective consciousness for blacks. Writing 
to the free Black community of the northern states, Shadd targeted the economic fragility of the antebellum 
Black proto-bourgeoisie: “We forget that we are, as a people, deficient in the ‘needful’ to support such things.” 
What was important was a collective liberation: “what profits a display of ourselves? Is it to be seen by one 
another? How does that better our condition?” Frederick Douglass’s North Star would take note of this 
pamphlet’s identification of “black imitation of the conspicuous consumption of whites” as a problem. Martin 
Robison Delany would characterize its author as “a very intelligent young lady, peculiarly eccentric.” 
Following this pamphlet, Shadd wrote to Douglass’s North Star about the corrupt influence of the black church 
over the freed blacks and insisted that the way to improve the condition of free blacks was to reject materialism 
“without waiting for the whites of the country.” She invited blacks to be “producers instead of mere 
consumers.”

In this year in which Harriet Tubman was escaping from slavery in Maryland, the Maryland Supreme Court, 
in response to a suit by Benjamin Roberts to have his daughter admitted to a white school, 
was establishing the doctrine known as “separate but equal” — and Chief Justice Lemuel Shaw, who it goes 
without saying was a white man, was announcing the unanimous decision of the Supreme Judicial Court of 
Massachusetts in the case of Roberts v. Boston, that the city had the unimpeachable power to racially segregate 
its schools if it chose to do so.

“It is simply crazy that there should ever have come 
into being a world with such a sin in it, in which a man 
is set apart because of his color — the superficial fact 
about a human being. Who could want such a world? For 
an American fighting for his love of country, that the 
last hope of earth should from its beginning have 
swallowed slavery, is an irony so withering, a justice 
so intimate in its rebuke of pride, as to measure only 
with God.”

— Stanley Cavell, MUST WE MEAN WHAT WE SAY?
 1976, page 141
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In this year, also, a British naval commander –who it goes without saying was a white man– was confessing 
that their 19th-Century war upon the international slave trade had been quite as utterly ineffectual as today’s 
“War on Drugs,” with a slippage rate of some 95 captives out of every 100 being successfully spirited past 
their blockading ships and retailed into their destination markets:

During 26 years, 103,000 slaves have been emancipated [in the
course of our naval anti-slavery patrolling activities] while
in the same period, 1,795,000 slaves were actually landed in the
Americas.

At about the age of 15, the right hand of Anthony Burns was mangled in machinery (machinery which as a 
matter of course was entirely unshielded) while working for, it goes without saying, a white man who had hired 
him from his master. Nearly an inch of bone would be left permanently sticking out from his right wrist. (In 
addition, his face in adult life would be scarred by a burn, which is presumably why in the image we have of 
him his pleasant countenance is turned to one side.)

LIFE IS LIVED FORWARD BUT UNDERSTOOD BACKWARD?
— NO, THAT’S GIVING TOO MUCH TO THE HISTORIAN’S STORIES. 

LIFE ISN’T TO BE UNDERSTOOD EITHER FORWARD OR BACKWARD.

THE TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY

“Stack of the Artist of Kouroo” Project People of the Harpers Ferry Raid: Harriet Tubman
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March 2, Friday: Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: “Correspondence 
between the Consuls of the United States at Rio de Janeiro, etc., with the Secretary of State, on the subject of 
the African Slave Trade: Message of the President, etc.” –HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 30 Cong. 2 sess. 
VII. No. 61. (Contains much evidence.)

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: The enhanced price of slaves throughout
the American slave market, brought about by the new industrial
development and the laws against the slave-trade, was the
irresistible temptation that drew American capital and
enterprise into that traffic. In the United States, in spite of
the large interstate traffic, the average price of slaves rose
from about $325 in 1840, to $360 in 1850, and to $500 in 1860.2472

Brazil and Cuba offered similar inducements to smugglers, and
the American flag was ready to protect such pirates. As a result,
the American slave-trade finally came to be carried on
principally by United States capital, in United States ships,
officered by United States citizens, and under the United States
flag.
Executive reports repeatedly acknowledged this fact. In 1839 “a
careful revision of these laws” is recommended by the President,
in order that “the integrity and honor of our flag may be
carefully preserved.”2473 In June, 1841, the President declares:
“There is reason to believe that the traffic is on the increase,”
and advocates “vigorous efforts.”2474 His message in December of
the same year acknowledges: “That the American flag is grossly
abused by the abandoned and profligate of other nations is but
too probable.”2475 The special message of 1845 explains at length
that “it would seem” that a regular policy of evading the laws
is carried on: American vessels with the knowledge of the owners
are chartered by notorious slave dealers in Brazil, aided by
English capitalists, with this intent.2476 The message of 1849

2472. Cf. United States census reports; and Olmsted, COTTON KINGDOM.
2473. HOUSE JOURNAL, 26th Congress, 1st session, page 118.
2474. HOUSE JOURNAL, 27th Congress, 1st session, pages 31, 184.
2475. HOUSE JOURNAL, 27th Congress, 2d session, pages 14, 15, 86, 113.
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“earnestly” invites the attention of Congress “to an amendment
of our existing laws relating to the African slave-trade, with
a view to the effectual suppression of that barbarous traffic.
It is not to be denied,” continues the message, “that this trade
is still, in part, carried on by means of vessels built in the
United States, and owned or navigated by some of our
citizens.”2477 Governor Buchanan of Liberia reported in 1839:
“The chief obstacle to the success of the very active measures
pursued by the British government for the suppression of the
slave-trade on the coast, is the American flag. Never was the proud
banner of freedom so extensively used by those pirates upon
liberty and humanity, as at this season.”2478 One well-known
American slaver was boarded fifteen times and twice taken into
port, but always escaped by means of her papers.2479 Even
American officers report that the English are doing all they
can, but that the American flag protects the trade.2480 The
evidence which literally poured in from our consuls and
ministers at Brazil adds to the story of the guilt of the United
States.2481 It was proven that the participation of United States
citizens in the trade was large and systematic. One of the most
notorious slave merchants of Brazil said: “I am worried by the
Americans, who insist upon my hiring their vessels for slave-
trade.”2482 Minister Proffit stated, in 1844, that the “slave-
trade is almost entirely carried on under our flag, in American-
built vessels.”2483 So, too, in Cuba: the British commissioners
affirm that American citizens were openly engaged in the
traffic; vessels arrived undisguised at Havana from the United
States, and cleared for Africa as slavers after an alleged
sale.2484 The American consul, Trist, was proven to have
consciously or unconsciously aided this trade by the issuance
of blank clearance papers.2485

The presence of American capital in these enterprises, and the
connivance of the authorities, were proven in many cases and
known in scores. In 1837 the English government informed the
United States that from the papers of a captured slaver it
appeared that the notorious slave-trading firm, Blanco and
Carballo of Havana, who owned the vessel, had correspondents in
the United States: “at Baltimore, Messrs. Peter Harmony and Co.,
in New York, Robert Barry, Esq.”2486 The slaver “Martha” of New

2476. SENATE JOURNAL, 28th Congress, 2d session, pages 191, 227.
2477. HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENTS, 31st Congress, 1st session, III. pt. I. No. 5, page 7.
2478. Foote, AFRICA AND THE AMERICAN FLAG, page 152.
2479. Foote, AFRICA AND THE AMERICAN FLAG, pages 152-3.
2480. Foote, AFRICA AND THE AMERICAN FLAG, page 241.
2481. Cf. e.g. HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 28th Congress, 2d session, IV. pt. I. No. 148; 29th Congress, 1st session, III. No. 43; HOUSE 
EXECUTIVE DOCUMENTS, 30th Congress, 2d session, VII. No. 61; SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENTS, 30th Congress, 1st session, IV. 
No. 28; 31st Congress, 2d session, II. No. 6; 33d Congress, 1st session, VIII. No. 47.
2482. Foote, AFRICA AND THE AMERICAN FLAG, page 218.
2483. Foote, AFRICA AND THE AMERICAN FLAG, page 221.
2484. Palmerston to Stevenson: HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 26th Congress, 2d session, V. No. 115, page 5. In 1836 five such slavers were 
known to have cleared; in 1837, eleven; in 1838, nineteen; and in 1839, twenty-three: HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 26th Congress, 2d 
session, V. No. 115, pages 220-1.
2485. PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1839, Volume XLIX., SLAVE TRADE, class A, Further Series, pages 58-9; class B, Further Series, 
page 110; class D, Further Series, page 25. Trist pleaded ignorance of the law: Trist to Forsyth, HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 26th Congress, 
2d session, V. No. 115.
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York, captured by the “Perry,” contained among her papers
curious revelations of the guilt of persons in America who were
little suspected.2487 The slaver “Prova,” which was allowed to
lie in the harbor of Charleston, South Carolina, and refit, was
afterwards captured with two hundred and twenty-five slaves on
board.2488 The real reason that prevented many belligerent
Congressmen from pressing certain search claims against England
lay in the fact that the unjustifiable detentions had
unfortunately revealed so much American guilt that it was deemed
wiser to let the matter end in talk. For instance, in 1850
Congress demanded information as to illegal searches, and
President Fillmore’s report showed the uncomfortable fact that,
of the ten American ships wrongly detained by English men-of-
war, nine were proven red-handed slavers.2489

The consul at Havana reported, in 1836, that whole cargoes of
slaves fresh from Africa were being daily shipped to Texas in
American vessels, that 1,000 had been sent within a few months,
that the rate was increasing, and that many of these slaves “can
scarcely fail to find their way into the United States.”
Moreover, the consul acknowledged that ships frequently cleared
for the United States in ballast, taking on a cargo at some
secret point.2490 When with these facts we consider the law
facilitating “recovery” of slaves from Texas,2491 the repeated
refusals to regulate the Texan trade, and the shelving of a
proposed congressional investigation into these matters,2492

conjecture becomes a practical certainty. It was estimated in
1838 that 15,000 Africans were annually taken to Texas, and
“there are even grounds for suspicion that there are other
places ... where slaves are introduced.”2493 Between 1847 and
1853 the slave smuggler Drake had a slave depot in the Gulf,
where sometimes as many as 1,600 Negroes were on hand, and the
owners were continually importing and shipping. “The joint-stock
company,” writes this smuggler, “was a very extensive one, and
connected with leading American and Spanish mercantile houses.
Our island2494 was visited almost weekly, by agents from Cuba,
New York, Baltimore, Philadelphia, Boston, and New Orleans....
The seasoned and instructed slaves were taken to Texas, or
Florida, overland, and to Cuba, in sailing-boats. As no squad
contained more than half a dozen, no difficulty was found in
posting them to the United States, without discovery, and
generally without suspicion.... The Bay Island plantation sent
ventures weekly to the Florida Keys. Slaves were taken into the

2486. HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 26th Congress, 2d session, V. No. 115.
2487. Foote, AFRICA AND THE AMERICAN FLAG, page 290.
2488. HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 26th Congress, 2d session, V. No. 115, pages 121, 163-6.
2489. SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENTS, 31st Congress, 1st session, XIV No. 66.
2490. Trist to Forsyth: HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 26th Congress, 2d session, V. No. 115. “The business of supplying the United States 
with Africans from this island is one that must necessarily exist,” because “slaves are a hundred per cent, or more, higher in the 
United States than in Cuba,” and this profit “is a temptation which it is not in human nature as modified by American institutions 
to withstand”: HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 26th Congress, 2d session, V. No. 115.
2491. STATUTES AT LARGE, V. 674.
2492. Cf. STATUTES AT LARGE, V., page 157, note 1.
2493. Buxton, THE AFRICAN SLAVE TRADE AND ITS REMEDY, pages 44-5. Cf. 2D REPORT OF THE LONDON AFRICAN SOCIETY, page 
22.
2494. I.e., Bay Island in the Gulf of Mexico, near the coast of Honduras.
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great American swamps, and there kept till wanted for the
market. Hundreds were sold as captured runaways from the Florida
wilderness. We had agents in every slave State; and our coasters
were built in Maine, and came out with lumber. I could tell
curious stories ... of this business of smuggling Bozal negroes
into the United States. It is growing more profitable every
year, and if you should hang all the Yankee merchants engaged
in it, hundreds would fill their places.”2495 Inherent
probability and concurrent testimony confirm the substantial
truth of such confessions. For instance, one traveller discovers
on a Southern plantation Negroes who can speak no English.2496

The careful reports of the Quakers “apprehend that many [slaves]
are also introduced into the United States.”2497 Governor Mathew
of the Bahama Islands reports that “in more than one instance,
Bahama vessels with coloured crews have been purposely wrecked
on the coast of Florida, and the crews forcibly sold.” This was
brought to the notice of the United States authorities, but the
district attorney of Florida could furnish no information.2498

Such was the state of the slave-trade in 1850, on the threshold
of the critical decade which by a herculean effort was destined
finally to suppress it.

2495. REVELATIONS OF A SLAVE SMUGGLER, page 98.
2496. Mr. H. Moulton in SLAVERY AS IT IS, page 140; cited in FACTS AND OBSERVATIONS ON THE SLAVE TRADE (Friends’ ed. 
1841), page 8.
2497. In a memorial to Congress, 1840: HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 26th Congress, 1st session, VI. No. 211.
2498. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1845-6, pages 883, 968, 989-90. The governor wrote in reply: “The United States, if 
properly served by their law officers in the Floridas, will not experience any difficulty in obtaining the requisite knowledge of these 
illegal transactions, which, I have reason to believe, were the subject of common notoriety in the neighbourhood where they 
occurred, and of boast on the part of those concerned in them”: BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1845-6, page 990.
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December 1, Saturday: A less-than-lifesize statue of Aristides the Sophist, author of SACRED TALES (Hieroi Logoi), 
was unveiled in Louisburg Square on top of Boston’s Beacon Hill. (What was this, some parlor ornament that 
some Boston richie was trying to find a decent way to dispose of?)

In front of Harvard Medical College, the medical school of Harvard College, a surly mob of people had 
assembled who well knew that the students therein had been paying graverobbers (termed humorously 
“resurrectionists” at the time) to keep them supplied them with the fresh corpses of their relatives, for use in 
dissection. 

Inside, the scorched torso and one of the thighs of Doctor George Parkman were being discovered at the 
bottom of an old tea chest packed full of chemical equipment. None of these downtown denizens gave a damn 
for Doctor Parkman the slumlord — but what an excellent opportunity this was to agitate to prevent the 
medical students and faculty from stealing and defiling any more bodies of poor people!

Since his obtaining enough money to retire from business in 1841, Ebenezer Elliott had been living quietly 
at Great Houghton, near Barnsley. On this day after long illness and depression, he died at the age of 68. 
The body would be placed in Darfield churchyard.

John Greenleaf Whittier would write a poem about him:

Elliott
Hands off! thou tithe-fat plunderer! play
No trick of priestcraft here!
Back, puny lordling! darest thou lay
A hand on Elliott’s bier?
Alive, your rank and pomp, as dust,
Beneath his feet he trod:
He knew the locust swarm that cursed
The harvest-fields of God.

On these pale lips, the smothered thought
Which England’s millions feel,

DIGGING UP THE DEAD
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A fierce and fearful splendour caught,
As from his forge the steel.
Strong-armed as Thor, — and a shower of fire
His smitten anvil flung;
God’s curse, Earth’s wrong, dumb Hunger’s ire,
He gave them all a tongue!

Then let the poor man’s horny hands
Bear up the mighty dead,
And labour’s swart and stalwart bands,
Behind as mourners tread.
Leave cant and craft their baptized bounds,
Leave rank its minister floor;
Give England’s green and daisied grounds
The poet of the poor!

Lay down upon his Sheaf’s green verge
That brave old heart of oak,
With fitting dirge from sounding forge,
And pall of furnace smoke!
Where whirls the stone its dizzy rounds,
And axe and sledge are swung,
And, timing to their stormy sounds,
His stormy lays are sung.

There let the peasant’s step be heard,
The grinder chant his rhyme;
Nor patron’s praise nor dainty word
Befits the man or time.
No soft lament nor dreamer’s sigh
For him whose words were bread, —
The Runic rhyme and spell whereby
The foodless poor were fed!

Pile up thy tombs of rank and pride,
O England, as thou wilt!
With pomp to nameless worth denied,
Emblazon titled guilt!
No part or lot in these we claim;
But, o’er the sounding wave,
A common right to Elliott’s name,
A freehold in his grave!

Thomas Carlyle’s OCCASIONAL DISCOURSE ON THE NEGRO QUESTION (the essay which would in 1853 be 
reissued under the title initially planned, OCCASIONAL DISCOURSE ON THE NIGGER QUESTION) appeared in 
Fraser’s Magazine. The author would be outraged at the outrage expressed by his readers.

Even more of a “Teutomaniac” than the history professor Thomas Arnold, Carlyle asserted that “if the Black 
gentleman is born to be a servant, and, in fact, is useful in God’s creation only as a servant, then let him hire 
not by the month, but by a very much longer term.”2499

2499. You know, actually, what this sort of “humor” reminds me of? I once sighted a photograph of a Southern lynching, in which 
the dead man’s black feet are protruding into the frame of the photograph from above, while all the white guys and their wives and 
children are clustering around to have their group portrait made. And from the big toe of the hanged man is hanging a piece of this 
Thomas Carlylish humor in the form of one of those funny little hotel room signs that you put on your outside doorknob, proclaiming 
something on the order of “Please do not disturb my slumbers.”
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According to Simon Heffer’s MORAL DESPERADO: A LIFE OF THOMAS CARLYLE (London: 
Weidenfeld and Nicolson, 1995), pages 276-7:

I encounter these materials myself with mixed feelings, since it is my suspicion that Carlyle may well have 
been correct in his assertion that a society cannot eliminate a scourge such as human chattel bondage that has 
grown from the bottom up, by any techniques which proceed merely from the top down. In fact here in the 
USA, when we would enact the XIIIth Amendment to our federal Constitution in 1865 in the indicated top-
down manner, we would not abolish slavery so much as abolish the name of it, exactly as specified here by 
Carlyle.

For in fact the amendment initially ratified by 2/3ds of our state legislatures, including by now ratification even 
by the sovereign state of Mississippi, does not define precisely what might constitute a “slave,” or “slavery,” 

It is the form and tone, rather than the actual message, that did most
of the damage. Carlyle constructs a brilliant parody of an Exeter Hall
meeting, with an unnamed speaker spelling out unpalatable truths to an
audience driven deeper and deeper into shock. Philanthropy in general
he parodies as “the Universal Abolition of Pain Association,” which is
at risk of turning into a “Sluggard and Scoundrel Protection Society.”
Carlyle did not feel he was attacking the blacks; his targets were the
liberals who were destroying them. This was not, though, how his
audience saw it.

He was so open to interpretation because of the callous, heartless and
brutally sarcastic language he used. He talks of the emancipated blacks
being like the Irish, with a land of plenty they are refusing to
exploit, because no one is there to guide them to the greater happiness
that exists beyond eating pumpkins. The essay is also an attack on the
“dismal science” of economics; the blacks were not more constructively
employed because it was in no one’s economic interest to do so, just
as it was not in Ireland.... He cannot envision the black man being
born for any other purpose than to serve; and while he may abhor
slavery, he wonders whether being bound for life to a master in other
circumstances is not the most humane and appropriate way to deal with
the “emancipated,” and ease them into civilization. To apply the
principles of laissez-faire to them was, he argued, cruel, as they had no
means to survive on their own. Again (and the allegorical is never far
away), all this was true of Ireland, as he saw it.

His strictures about what actually constitutes slavery cannot be easily
dismissed, and reflect directly his Irish experiences. “You cannot
abolish slavery by act of parliament,” he claims, “but can only abolish
the name of it, which is very little!”

THOMAS CARLYLE
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or “enslavement,” nor does it proscribe whatever these entities might in some manner eventually be decided 
to be, but instead it merely extends to the federal congress the authority to enact legislation defining and 
proscribing these undefined entities, and criminalizing and punishing a certain range of abusive conduct, thus 
effectively forbidding the other two arms of our federal government, the executive arm and the judicial arm, 
forever from proscribing or punishing these undefined entities — and indeed, subsequent to this amendment, 
much as we hate to contemplate this, our federal government has never ever enacted any such proscription, 
and there has never been any such punishment. In fact in our nation slavery is as unassailable during this Year 
of Our Lord 2010 as it had been, say, in the year 1810. What a field day of sarcasm a 20th-Century Carlyle 
would have with us!

Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: “Report of the Secretary of the 
Navy.” –HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 31 Cong. 1 sess. III. pt. 1, No. 5, pt. 1, pp. 427-8.

December 4, Tuesday: The popular Swedish novelist Fredrika Bremer came to Concord on the train in a snowstorm to 
visit Waldo Emerson the fellow author. She was more impressed with Lidian Emerson, the author’s wife.

Bremer had been highly regarded by Abba Alcott but, when Anna Bronson Alcott and Louisa May Alcott met 
her, they were immensely disappointed and “went into the closet and cried.”

President Zachary Taylor sent a message to the US Congress. Guess what, we’re such a nation of go-getters 
that to some significant degree we’re doing this to ourselves!

“Your attention is earnestly invited to an amendment of our
existing laws relating to the African slave-trade, with a view
to the effectual suppression of that barbarous traffic. It is
not to be denied that this trade is still, in part, carried on
by means of vessels built in the United States, and owned or
navigated by some of our citizens.” HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 31st
Congress, 1st session, III. No. 5, pages 7-8.

No one spoke of the great trouble, — not even Mrs. March, — for all had 
learned by experience that when Jo was in that mood words were wasted, and 
the wisest course was to wait till some little accident, or her own generous 
nature, softened Jo’s resentment and healed the breach. It was not a happy 
evening, for though they sewed as usual, while their mother read aloud from 
Bremer, Scott, or Edgeworth, something was wanting, and the sweet home-
peace was disturbed. They felt this most when singing-time came, for Beth 
could only play, Jo stood dumb as a stone, and Amy broke down, so Meg and 
Mother sang alone. But in spite of their efforts to be as cheery as larks, the 
flutelike voices did not seem to chord as well as usual, and all felt out of tune.

THE ALCOTT FAMILY

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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December 19, Wednesday:  The hospital on Deer Island in Boston Harbor was completed.

Henry Clay Frick was born.

Georgia changed its rules in regard to slaves. From this point, it would be possible to bring a slave into the 
state so long as that slave came from “any other slave holding State of this Union” rather than from outside the 
tier of Southern states — such as from the Caribbean or from Africa, a possibility which would still be 
interdicted (Prince, DIGEST, pages 619, 653, 812; Cobb, DIGEST, II. 1018).

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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D.G. Lamont painted “Count Rumford’s Farewell,” a work that we can now view in a different mode from the 
mode in which it was painted (in the rear of this New Hampshire painting is Dinah, the family’s slave).

Escaping from Virginia, 36-year-old Shadrach (Frederick Jenkins) made his way to Boston.

The negrero Martha, of New-York, was captured while about to embark 1,800 slaves. The captain would be 
allowed to make bail, and would therefore be able to escape punishment for this capital crime of piracy (A.H. 
Foote, AFRICA AND THE AMERICAN FLAG, pages 285-92).

The negrero Lucy Ann, of Boston, was captured by the British navy while carrying 547 slaves (SENATE 
EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 31st Congress, 1st session XIV Number 66, pages 1-10 ff).

1850
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The American negrero Navarre, trading to Brazil, was searched and then seized by a British cruiser (SENATE 
EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 31st Congress, 1st session XIV Number 66, pages 1-10 ff).

It was in about this year that the American negreros Louisa Beaton, Pilot, Chatsworth, Meteor, R. de Zaldo, 
Chester, etc. were boarded and searched by British patrol vessels (SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 31st 
Congress, 1st session XIV Number 66, passim).

It is worth mentioning that during the previous decade some 15,000 enslaved Africans from seized negrero 
cargos had been rerouted, by way of mid-Atlantic St. Helena, by blockade ships of the British navy.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: A somewhat more sincere and determined
effort to enforce the slave-trade laws now followed; and yet it
is a significant fact that not until Lincoln’s administration
did a slave-trader suffer death for violating the laws of the
United States. The participation of Americans in the trade
continued, declining somewhat between 1825 and 1830, and then
reviving, until it reached its highest activity between 1840 and
1860. The development of a vast internal slave-trade, and the
consequent rise in the South of vested interests strongly
opposed to slave smuggling, led to a falling off in the illicit
introduction of Negroes after 1825, until the fifties;
nevertheless, smuggling never entirely ceased, and large numbers
were thus added to the plantations of the Gulf States.
Monroe had various constitutional scruples as to the execution
of the Act of 1819;2500 but, as Congress took no action, he at
last put a fair interpretation on his powers, and appointed
Samuel Bacon as an agent in Africa to form a settlement for
recaptured Africans. Gradually the agency thus formed became
merged with that of the Colonization Society on Cape Mesurado;
and from this union Liberia was finally evolved.2501

Meantime, during the years 1818 to 1820, the activity of the
slave-traders was prodigious. General James Tallmadge declared
in the House, February 15, 1819: “Our laws are already highly
penal against their introduction, and yet, it is a well known
fact, that about fourteen thousand slaves have been brought into
our country this last year.”2502 In the same year Middleton of
South Carolina and Wright of Virginia estimated illicit
introduction at 13,000 and 15,000 respectively.2503 Judge Story,
in charging a jury, took occasion to say: “We have but too many
proofs from unquestionable sources, that it [the slave-trade]
is still carried on with all the implacable rapacity of former
times. Avarice has grown more subtle in its evasions, and
watches and seizes its prey with an appetite quickened rather
than suppressed by its guilty vigils. American citizens are
steeped to their very mouths (I can hardly use too bold a figure)

2500. Attorney-General Wirt advised him, October, 1819, that no part of the appropriation could be used to purchase land in Africa 
or tools for the Negroes, or as salary for the agent: OPINIONS OF ATTORNEYS-GENERAL, I. 314-7. Monroe laid the case before 
Congress in a special message Dec. 20, 1819 (HOUSE JOURNAL, 16th Congress 1st session, page 57); but no action was taken there.
2501. Cf. Kendall’s Report, August, 1830: SENATE DOCUMENT, 21st Congress 2d session, I. No. 1, pages 211-8; also see below, 
Chapter X.
2502. Speech in the House of Representatives, Feb. 15, 1819, page 18; published in Boston, 1849.
2503. Jay, INQUIRY INTO AMERICAN COLONIZATION (1838), page 59, note.

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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in this stream of iniquity.”2504 The following year, 1820,
brought some significant statements from various members of
Congress. Said Smith of South Carolina: “Pharaoh was, for his
temerity, drowned in the Red Sea, in pursuing them [the
Israelites] contrary to God’s express will; but our Northern
friends have not been afraid even of that, in their zeal to
furnish the Southern States with Africans. They are better
seamen than Pharaoh, and calculate by that means to elude the
vigilance of Heaven; which they seem to disregard, if they can
but elude the violated laws of their country.”2505 As late as May
he saw little hope of suppressing the traffic.2506 Sergeant of
Pennsylvania declared: “It is notorious that, in spite of the
utmost vigilance that can be employed, African negroes are
clandestinely brought in and sold as slaves.”2507 Plumer of New
Hampshire stated that “of the unhappy beings, thus in violation
of all laws transported to our shores, and thrown by force into
the mass of our black population, scarcely one in a hundred is
ever detected by the officers of the General Government, in a
part of the country, where, if we are to believe the statement
of Governor Rabun, ‘an officer who would perform his duty, by
attempting to enforce the law [against the slave trade] is, by
many, considered as an officious meddler, and treated with
derision and contempt;’ ... I have been told by a gentleman, who
has attended particularly to this subject, that ten thousand
slaves were in one year smuggled into the United States; and
that, even for the last year, we must count the number not by
hundreds, but by thousands.”2508 In 1821 a committee of Congress
characterized prevailing methods as those “of the grossest fraud
that could be practised to deceive the officers of
government.”2509 Another committee, in 1822, after a careful
examination of the subject, declare that they “find it
impossible to measure with precision the effect produced upon
the American branch of the slave trade by the laws above
mentioned, and the seizures under them. They are unable to
state, whether those American merchants, the American capital
and seamen which heretofore aided in this traffic, have
abandoned it altogether, or have sought shelter under the flags
of other nations.” They then state the suspicious circumstance
that, with the disappearance of the American flag from the
traffic, “the trade, notwithstanding, increases annually, under
the flags of other nations.” They complain of the spasmodic
efforts of the executive. They say that the first United States
cruiser arrived on the African coast in March, 1820, and
remained a “few weeks;” that since then four others had in two
years made five visits in all; but “since the middle of last
November, the commencement of the healthy season on that coast,
no vessel has been, nor, as your committee is informed, is, under

2504. Quoted in Friends’ FACTS AND OBSERVATIONS ON THE SLAVE TRADE (ed. 1841), pages 7-8.
2505. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 16th Congress 1st session, pages 270-1.
2506. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 16th Congress 1st session, page 698.
2507. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 16th Congress 1st session, page 1207.
2508. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 16th Congress 1st session, page 1433.
2509. Referring particularly to the case of the slaver “Plattsburg.” Cf. HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress 1st session, II. No. 92, page 
10.
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orders for that service.”2510 The United States African agent,
Ayres, reported in 1823: “I was informed by an American officer
who had been on the coast in 1820, that he had boarded 20
American vessels in one morning, lying in the port of Gallinas,
and fitted for the reception of slaves. It is a lamentable fact,
that most of the harbours, between the Senegal and the line,
were visited by an equal number of American vessels, and for the
sole purpose of carrying away slaves. Although for some years
the coast had been occasionally visited by our cruizers, their
short stay and seldom appearance had made but slight impression
on those traders, rendered hardy by repetition of crime, and
avaricious by excessive gain. They were enabled by a regular
system to gain intelligence of any cruizer being on the
coast.”2511

Even such spasmodic efforts bore abundant fruit, and indicated
what vigorous measures might have accomplished. Between May,
1818, and November, 1821, nearly six hundred Africans were
recaptured and eleven American slavers taken.2512 Such measures
gradually changed the character of the trade, and opened the
international phase of the question. American slavers cleared
for foreign ports, there took a foreign flag and papers, and
then sailed boldly past American cruisers, although their real
character was often well known. More stringent clearance laws
and consular instructions might have greatly reduced this
practice; but nothing was ever done, and gradually the laws
became in large measure powerless to deal with the bulk of the
illicit trade. In 1820, September 16, a British officer, in his
official report, declares that, in spite of United States laws,
“American vessels, American subjects, and American capital, are
unquestionably engaged in the trade, though under other colours
and in disguise.”2513 The United States ship “Cyane” at one time
reported ten captures within a few days, adding: “Although they
are evidently owned by Americans, they are so completely covered
by Spanish papers that it is impossible to condemn them.”2514 The
governor of Sierra Leone reported the rivers Nunez and Pongas
full of renegade European and American slave-traders;2515 the
trade was said to be carried on “to an extent that almost
staggers belief.”2516 Down to 1824 or 1825, reports from all
quarters prove this activity in slave-trading.

2510. HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress 1st session, II. No. 92, page 2. The President had in his message spoken in exhilarating tones 
of the success of the government in suppressing the trade. The House Committee appointed in pursuance of this passage made the 
above report. Their conclusions are confirmed by British reports: PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1822, Vol. XXII., SLAVE TRADE, 
Further Papers, III. page 44. So, too, in 1823, Ashmun, the African agent, reports that thousands of slaves are being abducted.
2511. Ayres to the Secretary of the Navy, Feb. 24, 1823; reprinted in FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE (1824), page 
31.
2512. HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress 1st session, II. No. 92, pages 5-6. The slavers were the “Ramirez,” “Endymion,” 
“Esperanza,” “Plattsburg,” “Science,” “Alexander,” “Eugene,” “Mathilde,” “Daphne,” “Eliza,” and “La Pensée.” In these 573 
Africans were taken. The naval officers were greatly handicapped by the size of the ships, etc. (cf. FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN 
SLAVE-TRADE (1824), pages 33-41). They nevertheless acted with great zeal.
2513. PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1821, Vol. XXIII., SLAVE TRADE, Further Papers, A, page 76. The names and description of a 
dozen or more American slavers are given: PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1821, Vol. XXIII., SLAVE TRADE, Further Papers, A, pages 
18-21.
2514. HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress 1st session, II. No. 92, pages 15-20.
2515. HOUSE DOCUMENT, 18th Congress 1st session, VI. No. 119, page 13.
2516. PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1823, Vol. XVIII., SLAVE TRADE, Further Papers, A, pages 10-11.
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The execution of the laws within the country exhibits grave
defects and even criminal negligence. Attorney-General Wirt
finds it necessary to assure collectors, in 1819, that “it is
against public policy to dispense with prosecutions for
violation of the law to prohibit the Slave trade.”2517 One
district attorney writes: “It appears to be almost impossible
to enforce the laws of the United States against offenders after
the negroes have been landed in the state.”2518 Again, it is
asserted that “when vessels engaged in the slave trade have been
detained by the American cruizers, and sent into the slave-
holding states, there appears at once a difficulty in securing
the freedom to these captives which the laws of the United States
have decreed for them.”2519 In some cases, one man would smuggle
in the Africans and hide them in the woods; then his partner
would “rob” him, and so all trace be lost.2520 Perhaps 350
Africans were officially reported as brought in contrary to law
from 1818 to 1820: the absurdity of this figure is apparent.2521

A circular letter to the marshals, in 1821, brought reports of
only a few well-known cases, like that of the “General Ramirez;”
the marshal of Louisiana had “no information.”2522

There appears to be little positive evidence of a large illicit
importation into the country for a decade after 1825. It is
hardly possible, however, considering the activity in the trade,
that slaves were not largely imported. Indeed, when we note how
the laws were continually broken in other respects, absence of
evidence of petty smuggling becomes presumptive evidence that
collusive or tacit understanding of officers and citizens
allowed the trade to some extent.2523 Finally, it must be noted
that during all this time scarcely a man suffered for
participating in the trade, beyond the loss of the Africans and,
more rarely, of his ship. Red-handed slavers, caught in the act
and convicted, were too often, like La Coste of South Carolina,
the subjects of executive clemency.2524 In certain cases there
were those who even had the effrontery to ask Congress to cancel
their own laws. For instance, in 1819 a Venezuelan privateer,
secretly fitted out and manned by Americans in Baltimore,
succeeded in capturing several American, Portuguese, and Spanish
slavers, and appropriating the slaves; being finally wrecked
herself, she transferred her crew and slaves to one of her
prizes, the “Antelope,” which was eventually captured by a
United States cruiser and the 280 Africans sent to Georgia.
After much litigation, the United States Supreme Court ordered
those captured from Spaniards to be surrendered, and the others
to be returned to Africa. By some mysterious process, only 139

2517. OPINIONS OF ATTORNEYS-GENERAL, V. 717.
2518. R.W. Habersham to the Secretary of the Navy, August, 1821; reprinted in FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE 
(1824), page 47.
2519. FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE (1824), page 42.
2520. FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE (1824), page 43.
2521. Cf. above, pages 126-7.
2522. FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE (1824), page 42.
2523. A few accounts of captures here and there would make the matter less suspicious; these, however, do not occur. How large 
this suspected illicit traffic was, it is of course impossible to say; there is no reason why it may not have reached many hundreds per 
year.
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Africans now remained, 100 of whom were sent to Africa. The
Spanish claimants of the remaining thirty-nine sold them to a
certain Mr. Wilde, who gave bond to transport them out of the
country. Finally, in December, 1827, there came an innocent
petition to Congress to cancel this bond.2525 A bill to that effect
passed and was approved, May 2, 1828,2526 and in consequence
these Africans remained as slaves in Georgia.
On the whole, it is plain that, although in the period from 1807
to 1820 Congress laid down broad lines of legislation
sufficient, save in some details, to suppress the African slave
trade to America, yet the execution of these laws was criminally
lax. Moreover, by the facility with which slavers could disguise
their identity, it was possible for them to escape even a
vigorous enforcement of our laws. This situation could properly
be met only by energetic and sincere international co-
operation....2527

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: The long and open agitation for the
reopening of the slave-trade, together with the fact that the
South had been more or less familiar with violations of the laws
since 1808, led to such a remarkable increase of illicit traffic
and actual importations in the decade 1850-1860, that the
movement may almost be termed a reopening of the slave-trade.
In the foreign slave-trade our own officers continue to report
“how shamefully our flag has been used;”2528 and British officers
write “that at least one half of the successful part of the slave
trade is carried on under the American flag,” and this because
“the number of American cruisers on the station is so small, in
proportion to the immense extent of the slave-dealing coast.”2529

2524. Cf. editorial in Niles’s Register, XXII. 114. Cf. also the following instances of pardons: — 
PRESIDENT JEFFERSON: March 1, 1808, Phillip M. Topham, convicted for “carrying on an illegal slave-trade” (pardoned twice). 
PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, I. 146, 148-9.
PRESIDENT MADISON: July 29, 1809, 15 vessels arrived at New Orleans from Cuba, with 666 white persons and 683 negroes. 
Every penalty incurred under the Act of 1807 was remitted. (Note: “Several other pardons of this nature were granted.”) PARDONS 
AND REMISSIONS, I. 179.
November 8, 1809, John Hopkins and Lewis Le Roy, convicted for importing a slave. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, I. 184-5.
February 12, 1810, William Sewall, convicted for importing slaves. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, I. 194, 235, 240.
May 5, 1812, William Babbit, convicted for importing slaves. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, I. 248.
PRESIDENT MONROE: June 11, 1822, Thomas Shields, convicted for bringing slaves into New Orleans. PARDONS AND 
REMISSIONS, IV. 15.
August 24, 1822, J.F. Smith, sentenced to five years’ imprisonment and $3000 fine; served twenty-five months and was then 
pardoned. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 22.
July 23, 1823, certain parties liable to penalties for introducing slaves into Alabama. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 63.
August 15, 1823, owners of schooner “Mary,” convicted of importing slaves. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 66.
PRESIDENT J.Q. ADAMS: March 4, 1826, Robert Perry; his ship was forfeited for slave-trading. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 
140.
January 17, 1827, Jesse Perry; forfeited ship, and was convicted for introducing slaves. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 158.
February 13, 1827, Zenas Winston; incurred penalties for slave-trading. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 161. The four following 
cases are similar to that of Winston: — 
February 24, 1827, John Tucker and William Morbon. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 162.
March 25, 1828, Joseph Badger. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 192.
February 19, 1829, L.R. Wallace. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 215.
PRESIDENT JACKSON: Five cases. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 225, 270, 301, 393, 440.
The above cases were taken from manuscript copies of the Washington records, made by Mr. W.C. Endicott, Jr., and kindly loaned 
me.
2525. See SENATE JOURNAL, 20th Congress 1st session, pages 60, 66, 340, 341, 343, 348, 352, 355; HOUSE JOURNAL, 20th Congress 
1st session, pages 59, 76, 123, 134, 156, 169, 173, 279, 634, 641, 646, 647, 688, 692.
2526. STATUTES AT LARGE, VI. 376.
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The fitting out of slavers became a flourishing business in the
United States, and centred at New York City. “Few of our
readers,” writes a periodical of the day, “are aware of the
extent to which this infernal traffic is carried on, by vessels
clearing from New York, and in close alliance with our
legitimate trade; and that down-town merchants of wealth and
respectability are extensively engaged in buying and selling
African Negroes, and have been, with comparatively little
interruption, for an indefinite number of years.”2530 Another
periodical says: “The number of persons engaged in the slave-
trade, and the amount of capital embarked in it, exceed our
powers of calculation. The city of New York has been until of
late [1862] the principal port of the world for this infamous
commerce; although the cities of Portland and Boston are only
second to her in that distinction. Slave dealers added largely
to the wealth of our commercial metropolis; they contributed
liberally to the treasuries of political organizations, and
their bank accounts were largely depleted to carry elections in
New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and Connecticut.”2531 During eighteen
months of the years 1859-1860 eighty-five slavers are reported
to have been fitted out in New York harbor,2532 and these alone
transported from 30,000 to 60,000 slaves annually.2533 The United
States deputy marshal of that district declared in 1856 that the
business of fitting out slavers “was never prosecuted with
greater energy than at present. The occasional interposition of
the legal authorities exercises no apparent influence for its
suppression. It is seldom that one or more vessels cannot be
designated at the wharves, respecting which there is evidence
that she is either in or has been concerned in the Traffic.”2534

On the coast of Africa “it is a well-known fact that most of the
Slave ships which visit the river are sent from New York and New
Orleans.”2535

The absence of United States war-ships at the Brazilian station
enabled American smugglers to run in cargoes, in spite of the
prohibitory law. One cargo of five hundred slaves was landed in

2527. Among interesting minor proceedings in this period were two Senate bills to register slaves so as to prevent illegal 
importation. They were both dropped in the House; a House proposition to the same effect also came to nothing: SENATE JOURNAL, 
15th Congress 1st session, pages 147, 152, 157, 165, 170, 188, 201, 203, 232, 237; 15th Congress 2d session, pages 63, 74, 77, 202, 
207, 285, 291, 297; HOUSE JOURNAL, 15th Congress 1st session, page 332; 15th Congress 2d session, pages 303, 305, 316; 16th 
Congress 1st session, page 150. Another proposition was contained in the Meigs resolution presented to the House, Feb. 5, 1820, 
which proposed to devote the public lands to the suppression of the slave-trade. This was ruled out of order. It was presented again 
and laid on the table in 1821: HOUSE JOURNAL, 16th Congress 1st session, pages 196, 200, 227; 16th Congress 2d session, page 238.
2528. Gregory to the Secretary of the Navy, June 8, 1850: SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 31 Congress, 1st session, XIV. No. 66, 
page 2. Cf. SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 31 Congress, 2d session, II. No. 6.
2529. Cumming to Commodore Fanshawe, Feb. 22, 1850: SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 31 Congress, 1st session, XIV. No. 66, 
page 8.
2530. New York Journal of Commerce, 1857; quoted in 24TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, page 56.
2531. “The Slave-Trade in New York,” in the Continental Monthly, January, 1862, page 87.
2532. New York Evening Post; quoted in Lalor, CYCLOPÆDIA, III. 733.
2533. Lalor, CYCLOPÆDIA, III. 733; quoted from a New York paper.
2534. FRIENDS’ APPEAL ON BEHALF OF THE COLOURED RACES (1858), Appendix, page 41; quoted from the Journal of Commerce.
2535. 26TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, pages 53-4; quoted from the African correspondent of the Boston 
Journal. From April, 1857, to May, 1858, twenty-one of twenty-two slavers which were seized by British cruisers proved to be 
American, from New York, Boston, and New Orleans. Cf. 25TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, page 122. De 
Bow estimated in 1856 that forty slavers cleared annually from Eastern harbors, clearing yearly $17,000,000: De Bow’s Review, 
XXII. 430-1.
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1852, and the Correio Mercantil regrets “that it was the flag
of the United States which covered this act of piracy, sustained
by citizens of that great nation.”2536 When the Brazil trade
declined, the illicit Cuban trade greatly increased, and the
British consul reported: “Almost all the slave expeditions for
some time past have been fitted out in the United States, chiefly
at New York.”2537

March 18, Monday: Three freight-transport companies, Livingston, Fargo & Co., Wells & Co., and Butterfield and 
Wasson, joined to form a new entity to be called “American Express.”

Jas. H. Burton, the Acting Master Armorer at Harpers Ferry, created a new type of lead pellet, optimized to 
expand and fit tightly inside a rifled barrel and thus obtain maximum spin, producing maximum directional 
stability.

(We can understand how it is that while some guys are lying awake at night thinking thoughts of how best to 
penetrate other people’s bodies with their penises, other guys are lying awake at night thinking thoughts of 
how best to penetrate other people’s bodies with their bullets. We’ve all been there, we’ve all done that, 
we’ve all got the T-shirt.)

It has been said that “[a]n outstanding characteristic of small arms manufacture is its high annual wages.” 
As of 1850 the average annual wage of the adult male US wage worker (excluding, of course, not only the 
indicated women and children but also the unmentioned enslaved and indentured persons) was only around 
$250 while the average annual wage of the US arms worker was at about $325 — very substantially more. 
In a decade the average wage would be rising from this $250 to $300, up about 20%, but meanwhile 
the average wage of the arms worker would leap from this $325 to $415, up about 27%. It pays to lie awake 
nights thinking up stuff.

Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: “Report of the Secretary of the 
Navy, showing the annual number of deaths in the United States squadron on the coast of Africa, and the 
annual cost of that squadron.” –SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 31 Cong. 1 sess. X. No. 40.

2536. SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 33d Congress, 1st session, VIII. No. 47, page 13.
2537. HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 34th Congress, 1st session, XII. No. 105, page 38.

FIREARMS
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July 22, Monday: Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: “African Squadron: 
Message from the President ... transmitting Information in reference to the African squadron.” –HOUSE 
EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 31 Cong. 1 sess. IX. No. 73. (Gives total expenses of the squadron, slavers captured, 
etc.)

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: The enhanced price of slaves throughout
the American slave market, brought about by the new industrial
development and the laws against the slave-trade, was the
irresistible temptation that drew American capital and
enterprise into that traffic. In the United States, in spite of
the large interstate traffic, the average price of slaves rose
from about $325 in 1840, to $360 in 1850, and to $500 in 1860.2538

Brazil and Cuba offered similar inducements to smugglers, and
the American flag was ready to protect such pirates. As a result,
the American slave-trade finally came to be carried on
principally by United States capital, in United States ships,
officered by United States citizens, and under the United States
flag.
Executive reports repeatedly acknowledged this fact. In 1839 “a
careful revision of these laws” is recommended by the President,
in order that “the integrity and honor of our flag may be
carefully preserved.”2539 In June, 1841, the President declares:
“There is reason to believe that the traffic is on the increase,”
and advocates “vigorous efforts.”2540 His message in December of
the same year acknowledges: “That the American flag is grossly
abused by the abandoned and profligate of other nations is but
too probable.”2541 The special message of 1845 explains at length
that “it would seem” that a regular policy of evading the laws
is carried on: American vessels with the knowledge of the owners
are chartered by notorious slave dealers in Brazil, aided by
English capitalists, with this intent.2542 The message of 1849
“earnestly” invites the attention of Congress “to an amendment
of our existing laws relating to the African slave-trade, with
a view to the effectual suppression of that barbarous traffic.
It is not to be denied,” continues the message, “that this trade
is still, in part, carried on by means of vessels built in the
United States, and owned or navigated by some of our
citizens.”2543 Governor Buchanan of Liberia reported in 1839:
“The chief obstacle to the success of the very active measures
pursued by the British government for the suppression of the
slave-trade on the coast, is the American flag. Never was the proud
banner of freedom so extensively used by those pirates upon
liberty and humanity, as at this season.”2544 One well-known
American slaver was boarded fifteen times and twice taken into
port, but always escaped by means of her papers.2545 Even
American officers report that the English are doing all they

2538. Cf. United States census reports; and Frederick Law Olmsted, COTTON KINGDOM.
2539. HOUSE JOURNAL, 26th Congress, 1st session, page 118.
2540. HOUSE JOURNAL, 27th Congress, 1st session, pages 31, 184.
2541. HOUSE JOURNAL, 27th Congress, 2d session, pages 14, 15, 86, 113.
2542. SENATE JOURNAL, 28th Congress, 2d session, pages 191, 227.
2543. HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENTS, 31st Congress, 1st session, III. pt. I. No. 5, page 7.
2544. Foote, AFRICA AND THE AMERICAN FLAG, page 152.
2545. Foote, AFRICA AND THE AMERICAN FLAG, pages 152-3.
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can, but that the American flag protects the trade.2546 The
evidence which literally poured in from our consuls and
ministers at Brazil adds to the story of the guilt of the United
States.2547 It was proven that the participation of United States
citizens in the trade was large and systematic. One of the most
notorious slave merchants of Brazil said: “I am worried by the
Americans, who insist upon my hiring their vessels for slave-
trade.”2548 Minister Proffit stated, in 1844, that the “slave-
trade is almost entirely carried on under our flag, in American-
built vessels.”2549 So, too, in Cuba: the British commissioners
affirm that American citizens were openly engaged in the
traffic; vessels arrived undisguised at Havana from the United
States, and cleared for Africa as slavers after an alleged
sale.2550 The American consul, Trist, was proven to have
consciously or unconsciously aided this trade by the issuance
of blank clearance papers.2551

The presence of American capital in these enterprises, and the
connivance of the authorities, were proven in many cases and
known in scores. In 1837 the English government informed the
United States that from the papers of a captured slaver it
appeared that the notorious slave-trading firm, Blanco and
Carballo of Havana, who owned the vessel, had correspondents in
the United States: “at Baltimore, Messrs. Peter Harmony and Co.,
in New York, Robert Barry, Esq.”2552 The slaver “Martha” of New
York, captured by the “Perry,” contained among her papers
curious revelations of the guilt of persons in America who were
little suspected.2553 The slaver “Prova,” which was allowed to
lie in the harbor of Charleston, South Carolina, and refit, was
afterwards captured with two hundred and twenty-five slaves on
board.2554 The real reason that prevented many belligerent
Congressmen from pressing certain search claims against England
lay in the fact that the unjustifiable detentions had
unfortunately revealed so much American guilt that it was deemed
wiser to let the matter end in talk. For instance, in 1850
Congress demanded information as to illegal searches, and
President Fillmore’s report showed the uncomfortable fact that,
of the ten American ships wrongly detained by English men-of-
war, nine were proven red-handed slavers.2555

The consul at Havana reported, in 1836, that whole cargoes of

2546. Foote, AFRICA AND THE AMERICAN FLAG, page 241.
2547. Cf. e.g. HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 28th Congress, 2d session, IV. pt. I. No. 148; 29th Congress, 1st session, III. No. 43; HOUSE 
EXECUTIVE DOCUMENTS, 30th Congress, 2d session, VII. No. 61; SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENTS, 30th Congress, 1st session, IV. 
No. 28; 31st Congress, 2d session, II. No. 6; 33d Congress, 1st session, VIII. No. 47.
2548. Foote, AFRICA AND THE AMERICAN FLAG, page 218.
2549. Foote, AFRICA AND THE AMERICAN FLAG, page 221.
2550. Palmerston to Stevenson: HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 26th Congress, 2d session, V. No. 115, page 5. In 1836 five such slavers were 
known to have cleared; in 1837, eleven; in 1838, nineteen; and in 1839, twenty-three: HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 26th Congress, 2d 
session, V. No. 115, pages 220-1.
2551. PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1839, Volume XLIX., SLAVE TRADE, class A, Further Series, pages 58-9; class B, Further Series, 
page 110; class D, Further Series, page 25. Trist pleaded ignorance of the law: Trist to Forsyth, HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 26th Congress, 
2d session, V. No. 115.
2552. HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 26th Congress, 2d session, V. No. 115.
2553. Foote, AFRICA AND THE AMERICAN FLAG, page 290.
2554. HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 26th Congress, 2d session, V. No. 115, pages 121, 163-6.
2555. SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENTS, 31st Congress, 1st session, XIV No. 66.
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slaves fresh from Africa were being daily shipped to Texas in
American vessels, that 1,000 had been sent within a few months,
that the rate was increasing, and that many of these slaves “can
scarcely fail to find their way into the United States.”
Moreover, the consul acknowledged that ships frequently cleared
for the United States in ballast, taking on a cargo at some
secret point.2556 When with these facts we consider the law
facilitating “recovery” of slaves from Texas,2557 the repeated
refusals to regulate the Texan trade, and the shelving of a
proposed congressional investigation into these matters,2558

conjecture becomes a practical certainty. It was estimated in
1838 that 15,000 Africans were annually taken to Texas, and
“there are even grounds for suspicion that there are other
places ... where slaves are introduced.”2559 Between 1847 and
1853 the slave smuggler Drake had a slave depot in the Gulf,
where sometimes as many as 1,600 Negroes were on hand, and the
owners were continually importing and shipping. “The joint-stock
company,” writes this smuggler, “was a very extensive one, and
connected with leading American and Spanish mercantile houses.
Our island2560 was visited almost weekly, by agents from Cuba,
New York, Baltimore, Philadelphia, Boston, and New Orleans....
The seasoned and instructed slaves were taken to Texas, or
Florida, overland, and to Cuba, in sailing-boats. As no squad
contained more than half a dozen, no difficulty was found in
posting them to the United States, without discovery, and
generally without suspicion.... The Bay Island plantation sent
ventures weekly to the Florida Keys. Slaves were taken into the
great American swamps, and there kept till wanted for the
market. Hundreds were sold as captured runaways from the Florida
wilderness. We had agents in every slave State; and our coasters
were built in Maine, and came out with lumber. I could tell
curious stories ... of this business of smuggling Bozal negroes
into the United States. It is growing more profitable every
year, and if you should hang all the Yankee merchants engaged
in it, hundreds would fill their places.”2561 Inherent
probability and concurrent testimony confirm the substantial
truth of such confessions. For instance, one traveller discovers
on a Southern plantation Negroes who can speak no English.2562

The careful reports of the Quakers “apprehend that many [slaves]
are also introduced into the United States.”2563 Governor Mathew
of the Bahama Islands reports that “in more than one instance,
Bahama vessels with coloured crews have been purposely wrecked

2556. Trist to Forsyth: HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 26th Congress, 2d session, V. No. 115. “The business of supplying the United States 
with Africans from this island is one that must necessarily exist,” because “slaves are a hundred per cent, or more, higher in the 
United States than in Cuba,” and this profit “is a temptation which it is not in human nature as modified by American institutions 
to withstand”: HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 26th Congress, 2d session, V. No. 115.
2557. STATUTES AT LARGE, V. 674.
2558. Cf. STATUTES AT LARGE, V., page 157, note 1.
2559. Buxton, THE AFRICAN SLAVE TRADE AND ITS REMEDY, pages 44-5. Cf. 2D REPORT OF THE LONDON AFRICAN SOCIETY, page 
22.
2560. I.e., Bay Island in the Gulf of Mexico, near the coast of Honduras.
2561. REVELATIONS OF A SLAVE SMUGGLER, page 98.
2562. Mr. H. Moulton in SLAVERY AS IT IS, page 140; cited in FACTS AND OBSERVATIONS ON THE SLAVE TRADE (Friends’ ed. 
1841), page 8.
2563. In a memorial to Congress, 1840: HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 26th Congress, 1st session, VI. No. 211.
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on the coast of Florida, and the crews forcibly sold.” This was
brought to the notice of the United States authorities, but the
district attorney of Florida could furnish no information.2564

Such was the state of the slave-trade in 1850, on the threshold
of the critical decade which by a herculean effort was destined
finally to suppress it.

August 1, Friday: The US House of Representatives moved to provide our navy with a new generation of 
“war steamers” to ply the coast of Africa in suppression of the slave trade.

“A bill (House, No. 367) to establish a line of war steamers to
the coast of Africa for the suppression of the slave trade and
the promotion of commerce and colonization.” Read twice, and
referred to Committee of the Whole. HOUSE JOURNAL, 31st Congress,
1st session, pages 1022, 1158, 1217.

August 2, Saturday: Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: “Message from the 
President ... relative to the searching of American vessels by British ships of war.” –SENATE EXECUTIVE 
DOCUMENT, 31 Cong. 1 sess. XIV. No. 66.

A secular town meeting had been held in the vacant synagogue building in Newport in 1781, and until 1784 
Rhode Island had had its General Assembly there and the state’s Supreme Court had met there, and then the 
building had stood vacant and dilapidated under a Quaker caretaker who may possibly have used it as a 
waystation in the Underground Railroad, which is to say, as affordable (free) temporary housing for persons 
in transit (nope, we’re not talking about folks hiding in the basement here, underneath that famous trap door 
where obviously the Jews had kept their firewood and their wood stove, we’re just talking about folks living 
there for awhile, in this dilapidated black district of the town where they were reasonably safe). On this day, 
after extensive refurbishment by use of the funds supplied by the Touro brothers of New-York (successful sons 
of the first rabbi of the synagogue), “Touro Synagogue” was reconsecrated for religious services.

2564. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1845-6, pages 883, 968, 989-90. The governor wrote in reply: “The United States, if 
properly served by their law officers in the Floridas, will not experience any difficulty in obtaining the requisite knowledge of these 
illegal transactions, which, I have reason to believe, were the subject of common notoriety in the neighbourhood where they 
occurred, and of boast on the part of those concerned in them”: BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1845-6, page 990.
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December 16: The US House of Representatives sought to modify the August 9, 1842 Treaty of Washington with Great 
Britain.

“Mr. Burt, by unanimous consent, introduced a joint resolution
(No. 28) ‘to terminate the eighth article of the treaty between
the United States and Great Britain concluded at Washington the
ninth day of August, 1842.’” Read twice, and referred to the
Committee on Naval Affairs. HOUSE JOURNAL, 31st Congress, 2d
session, page 64.

December 17, Tuesday: Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: “Message of the 
President ... communicating ... a report of the Secretary of State, with documents relating to the African slave 
trade.” –SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 31 Cong. 2 sess. II. No. 6.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: Not only did the government thus
negatively favor the slave-trade, but also many conscious,
positive acts must be attributed to a spirit hostile to the
proper enforcement of the slave-trade laws. In cases of doubt,
when the law needed executive interpretation, the decision was
usually in favor of the looser construction of the law; the trade
from New Orleans to Mobile was, for instance, declared not to
be coastwise trade, and consequently, to the joy of the Cuban
smugglers, was left utterly free and unrestricted.2565 After the
conquest of Mexico, even vessels bound to California, by the way
of Cape Horn, were allowed to clear coastwise, thus giving our
flag to “the slave-pirates of the whole world.”2566 Attorney-
General Nelson declared that the selling to a slave-trader of
an American vessel, to be delivered on the coast of Africa, was
not aiding or abetting the slave-trade.2567 So easy was it for
slavers to sail that corruption among officials was hinted at.
“There is certainly a want of proper vigilance at Havana,” wrote
Commander Perry in 1844, “and perhaps at the ports of the United
States;” and again, in the same year, “I cannot but think that
the custom-house authorities in the United States are not
sufficiently rigid in looking after vessels of suspicious
character.”2568

In the courts it was still next to impossible to secure the
punishment of the most notorious slave-trader. In 1847 a consul
writes: “The slave power in this city [i.e., Rio Janeiro] is
extremely great, and a consul doing his duty needs to be
supported kindly and effectually at home. In the case of the
‘Fame,’ where the vessel was diverted from the business intended
by her owners and employed in the slave trade —both of which
offences are punishable with death, if I rightly read the laws—
I sent home the two mates charged with these offences, for trial,
the first mate to Norfolk, the second mate to Philadelphia. What
was done with the first mate I know not. In the case of the man
sent to Philadelphia, Mr. Commissioner Kane states that a clear
prima facie case is made out, and then holds him to bail in the

2565. OPINIONS OF ATTORNEYS-GENERAL, III. 512.
2566. TENTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE AMERICAN AND FOREIGN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, May 7, 1850, page 149.
2567. OPINIONS OF ATTORNEYS-GENERAL, IV. 245.
2568. SENATE DOC., 28th Congress, 2d session, IX. No. 150, pages 108, 132.
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sum of one thousand dollars, which would be paid by any slave trader
in Rio, on the presentation of a draft. In all this there is little
encouragement for exertion.”2569 Again, the “Perry” in 1850
captured a slaver which was about to ship 1,800 slaves. The
captain admitted his guilt, and was condemned in the United
States District Court at New York. Nevertheless, he was admitted
to bail of $5,000; this being afterward reduced to $3,000, he
forfeited it and escaped. The mate was sentenced to two years
in the penitentiary.2570 Also several slavers sent home to the
United States by the British, with clear evidence of guilt,
escaped condemnation through technicalities.2571

Dec 17th Flint’s Pond apparently froze completely over last night. It is about two inches thick. Walden
is only slightly skimmed over a rod from the shore I noticed where it had been frozen for some time near the
shore of Flints pond & the ice was thicker & whiter, there were handsome spider-shaped dark places, where the
under ice had melted, and the water had worn it runing through. A handsome figure on the icy carpet.
I noticed when the snow first came that the days were very sensibly lengthened by the light being reflected from
the snow. Any work which required light could be pursued about half an hour longer. So that we may well pray
that the ground may not be laid bare by a thaw in these short winter days.

2569. HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENTS, 30th Congress, 2d session, VII. No. 61, page 18.
2570. Foote, AFRICA AND THE AMERICAN FLAG, pages 286-90.
2571. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1839-40, pages 913-4.
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January 22, Wednesday:  The US Senate, suspecting that American vessels were taking part in the slave trade, decided 
to take a closer look at some things that were going on in ports in Brazil.

“The following resolution, submitted by Mr. Clay the 20th
instant, came up for consideration: — 
“Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed to inquire
into the expediency of making more effectual provision by law
to prevent the employment of American vessels and American
seamen in the African slave trade, and especially as to the
expediency of granting sea letters or other evidence of national
character to American vessels clearing out of the ports of the
empire of Brazil for the western coast of Africa.” Agreed to.
CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 31st Congress, 2d session, pages 304-9; SENATE
JOURNAL, 31st Congress, 2d session, pages 95, 102-3.

Jonathan Fay Barrett, who in this year became a member of Concord’s exclusive “Social Circle” club, 
delivered CONCORD: A POEM, DELIVERED BEFORE THE LYCEUM, CONCORD, MASS., JANUARY 22, 1851 AND 
PUBLISHED BY REQUEST (Boston: Ticknor, Reed, and Fields):

Speak, Squaw Sachem,
Confirm the story told by Jehojaken —
Of that fair compact, which in cloudy smoke,
Was signed and sealed beneath Old Jethro’s oak.2572

February 19, Wednesday: Senator James Mason of Virginia called again for payment of Spain’s La Amistad claim. 
What’s white is right, so Senator Henry Clay of Kentucky of course proceeded to propose a Senate inquiry into 
the matter and his proposal was of course overwhelmingly approved.

[Of course, the schooner in question simply did not belong to Spain, or to any Spaniard or Spaniards. It being 
a prize vessel, it belonged only to the surviving 35 of the black privateers of the mutiny who had been sent 
back to Africa aboard the bark Gentleman, who had been sent home as mere charity wards with nobody ever 
thinking to return to them their conquest which they had won fair and square with their blood, sweat, and tears, 
admittedly worth $70,000. For sure, had it been 35 surviving free white privateers, they would not have been 
denied this booty which belonged to them, but because they were instead free blacks, it had never even 
occurred to any of the white players in this legal drama, such as the collective wit of the seven Supreme Court 
justices involved in puzzling out this puzzle, to give them their prize schooner back! One of the open issues of 
this drama, therefore, is: what actually had happened to the schooner La Amistad? Where had this valuable 
piece of property gone to? Which American white men had been allowed to profit from it? Our history 
books are, of course, silent — this being a question which it has never ever occurred to us to pose.]

The US Senate was taking a closer look at American involvement in the slave-trade.

“A bill (Senate, No. 472) concerning the intercourse and trade
of vessels of the United States with certain places on the
eastern and western coasts of Africa, and for other purposes.”

1851

2572. Jethro’s Oak presumably stood near the house of the Reverend Peter Bulkeley, where there is now a stone with a bronze tablet, 
about a hundred feet along on the Lowell Road.

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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Read once. SENATE JOURNAL, 31st Congress, 2d session, pages 42,
45, 84, 94, 159, 193-4; CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 31st Congress, 2d
session, pages 246-7.

 [THOREAU MADE NO ENTRY IN HIS JOURNAL FOR FEBRUARY 19th]

September 18, Thursday:  The New-York Times went on sale, at 2 cents a copy.

The negrero Illinois brought 7 boys who had been kidnapped in the islands of the West Indies into the port of 
Norfolk, Virginia (HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 34th Congress, 1st session XII, Number 105, pages 12-14).

The St. Louis Western Watchman reprinted a racist editorial that had appeared in the Toronto Colonist, about 
the condition of the American slaves who had been escaping to freedom in Canada:

Already we have a far greater number of negroes in the province
than the good of the country requires, and we would suggest the
propriety of levying a poll tax on all who may come to us for
the future.... We abhor slavery, but patriotism induces us to
exclaim against having our country overrun by blacks, many of
whom are woefully depraved by their previous mode of life.

The Concord boundaries committee perambulated the dividing line between the town and adjoining Bedford.

 September 18, Thursday: Perambulated Bedford line

December 3, Wednesday:  Henry Thoreau did not make an entry in his journal.

In Paris, royalist soldiers fired into a crowd of mostly women and children — there was a Napoléon 
in charge again (what French republicans were left unarrested were fleeing their nation).

Representative Joshua Reed Giddings was pushing the US House of Representatives toward amending the Act 
of 1807.

Mr. Giddings gave notice of a bill to repeal §§ 9 and 10 of the
act to prohibit the importation of slaves, etc. from and after
Jan. 1, 1808. HOUSE JOURNAL, 32nd Congress, 1st session, page 42.
Cf. HOUSE JOURNAL, 33rd Congress, 1st session, page 147.

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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This was the year of the last legal importation of slaves into Brazil.

Capture of the American negreros Advance and Rachel P. Brown, out of the harbor of New-York, was 
interfered with by the United States consul in the Cape Verdi Islands (SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 34th 
Congress, 1st session XV, Number 99, pages 41-5; HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 34th Congress, 1st session 
XII, Number 105, pages 15-19).

Between this year and 1862, 26 ships would be intercepted and bonded for the capital crime of slave-trading 
in the Southern District of New York (SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 37th Congress, 2d session V, Number 
53).

Senator James Murray Mason of Virginia called again for payment of Spain’s La Amistad claim.

[Of course, the schooner in question did not belong to Spain, or to any Spaniard or Spaniards. It was a prize 
vessel, and it belonged to the surviving 35 of the black privateers of the mutiny who had been sent back to 
Africa aboard the bark Gentleman, who had been sent home as mere charity wards with nobody ever thinking 
to return to them their conquest which they had won fair and square with their blood, sweat, and tears, 
admittedly worth $70,000. For sure, had it been 35 surviving free white privateers, they would not have been 
denied this booty which belonged to them, but because they were instead free blacks, it had never even 
occurred to any of the white players in this legal drama, such as the collective wit of the seven Supreme Court 
justices involved in puzzling out this puzzle, to give them their prize schooner back! One of the open issues of 
this drama, therefore, is: what actually had happened to the schooner La Amistad? Where had this valuable 
piece of property gone to? Which American white men had been allowed to profit from it? Our history 
books are, of course, silent — this being a question which it has never ever occurred to us to pose.]

February 5, Thursday: Alabama modified somewhat its procedure for disposing of the slaves that it had confiscated 
due to illegal importations.

By code approved on this date: — 
§§ 2058-2062. If slaves have been imported contrary to law, they
are to be sold, and one fourth paid to the agent or informer and
the residue to the treasury. An agent is to be appointed to take
charge of such slaves, who is to give bond. Pending controversy,
he may hire the slaves out. Ormond, CODE OF ALABAMA, pages 392-3.

Again we can see that interdicting the slave trade had nothing whatever to do with the welfare of the slave.

1852

THE MIDDLE PASSAGE

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE

THE TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY
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 February 5: Suppose that an equal ado were made about the ornaments of style in literature (as in
architecture) should we be any more likely to attain to a truly beautiful & forcible style? Buonaparte said pretty
truly Speak plain, the rest will follow. I do not believe that any writer who considered the ornaments–& not the
truth simply ever succeeded. So are made the belles lettres & the beaux arts & their professors which we can
do without.
The sky last night was a deeper more caerulean blue than the far lighter & whiter sky of today.
The national flag is the emblem of patriotism, and whether that floats over the Government-House or not –
is even, in times of peace, an all absorbing question. The hearts of millions flutter with it. Men do believe in
symbols yet & can understand some. When Sir F Head left his Government in Upper Canada & the usual
Farewell had been said as the vessel moved off he standing on the deck pointed for all reply to the British Flag
floating over his head – and a shriek rather than a cheer went up from the crowd on the pier, who had observed
his gesture.
One of the first things he had done was to run it up over the Government House at Toronto – & it made a great
sensation.
Time never passes so rapidly and unaccountably as when I am engaged in recording my thoughts. The world
may perchance reach its end for us in a profounder thought – & Time itself run down.
I suspect that the child plucks its first flower with an insight into its beauty & significance which the subsequent
botanist never retains.
The trunks & branches of the trees are of different colors at dif. times & in dif. lights & weathers. in sun, rain,
& in the night. The oaks bare of leaves on Hubbards hill side are now a light grey in the sun and their boughs
seen against the pines behind are a very agreeable maze. The stems of the white pines also are quite grey at this
distance with their lichens. I am detained to contemplate the boughs –feathery boughs of the white pines,
tier above tier, reflecting a silvery light– with intervals (between them) through which you look, if you so intend
your eye, into the darkness of the grove. That is you can see both the silvery lighted & greenish bough –& the
shadowy intervals as belonging to one tree– or more truly refer the latter to the shade behind.
Read the Englishmans history of the French & Ind. wars –& then read the Frenchmans — and see how each
awards the meed of glory to the others monsters of cruelty or perfidy
We have all sorts of histories of wars– One omits the less important skirmishes all-together –
another condescends to give you the result of these & the number of killed & wounded – & if you choose to go
– further & consult tradition and old MSS — you may learn whether the parson was killed by a shot through
the door or tomahawked at the well.
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Our national birthday, Sunday the 4th of July: To avoid having a bunch of public drunkenness and carousal on 
the Lord’s Day, Marblehead, Massachusetts had already celebrated its 4th as of the 3rd.

What Cheer House was opened on Sacramento Street in San Francisco by Robert B. Woodward. 

In Rochester, New York, Frederick Douglass laid it on the line. Listen up, you people: “To me the American 
slave-trade is a terrible reality. When a child, my soul was often pierced with a sense of its horrors. I lived on 
Philpot St., Fells Point, Baltimore, and have watched from the wharves the slave-ships in the basin, ... with 
their cargoes of human flesh, ... There was at that time a grand slave-mart kept at the head of Pratt street, by 
Austin Woolfolk. His agents were sent into every town and county in Maryland announcing their arrival 
through the papers, and on flaming ‘handbills,’ header, Cash for Negroes. These men were generally well 
dressed, and very captivating in their manners, ever ready to drink, to treat, and to gamble. The fate of many 
a slave has depended upon the turn of a single card; and many a child has been snatched from the arms of its 
mother, by bargains arranged in a state of brutal drunkenness.” ... “What, to the American slave, is your Fourth 
of July? I answer, a day that reveals to him, more than all other days in the year, the gross injustice and cruelty 
to which he is the constant victim. To him, your celebration is a sham; your boasted liberty, an unholy license; 
your national rejoicing are empty and heartless; your denunciations of tyrants, brass-fronted impudence; your 
shouts of liberty and equality, hollow mockery; your prayers and hymns, your sermons and thanksgivings, with 
all your religious bombast, fraud, deception, impiety, and hypocrisy — a thin veil to cover up crimes that 
would disgrace a nation of savages.”2573

2573. This was Nathaniel Hawthorne’s 48th birthday.

CALIFORNIA

CELEBRATING OUR B-DAY
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Fifteen of Douglass’s relatives had been sold south. To illustrate Douglass’s childhood memories of Austin 
Woolfolk’s activities in Baltimore, Maryland, here is one of Woolfolk’s actual ship manifests, depicting him 
in the process of shipping south for sale a coffle of 26 black Americans in 1821:

July 4, Sunday: 3 Am. To Conantum, –to see the lilies open– I hear an occasional crowing of cocks in
distant barns as has been their habit for how many thousand years. It was so when I was young; and it will be
so when I am old–  I hear the croak of a tree toad as I am crossing the yard–  I am surprised to find the dawn so
far advanced   There is a yellowish segment of light in the east paling a star –& adding sensibly to the light of
the waning & now declining moon. There is very little dew on the uplands   I hear a little twittering & some
clear singing from the seringo & the song sparrow [Melospiza melodia] –as I go along the Back Road –and
now and then the note of a bull frog from the river–  The light in the east has acquired a reddish tinge near the
horizon Small wisps of cloud are already fuscous & dark seen against the light as in the W at evening. It being
Sunday morning I hear no early stirring farmer driving over a bridge– The crickets are not remarkably loud at
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this season– The sound of a whipporwill is wafted from the woods–  Now on the Corner Road the hedges are
alive with twittering sparrows –a blue bird [Eastern Bluebird Sialia sialus] or two &c. The day light now
balances the moonlight. How short the nights. The last traces of day have not disappeared much before 10
oclock or perchance 9 1/2 and before 3 Am you see them again in the East. (probably 2 1/2) leaving about 5
hours of solid night–  The sun so soon coming round again. The robins [American Robin  Turdus
migratorius] sing –but not so loud & long as in the spring–  I have not been awakened by them latterly in the
mornings–  Is it my fault –ah! those mornings when you are awakened in the dawn by the singing the matins of
the birds. I hear the dumping sound of frogs now on the causeway. Some small clouds in the east are reddish
fuscous. There is no fog on the river nor in the meadows. The king-bird twitters? on the Black willows.
Methinks I saw the not yet extinguished lights of one or two fireflies in the darker ruts in the grass in Conant’s
meadow. The moon yields to the sun –she pales even in the presence of his dawn. It is chiefly the spring birds
that I hear at this hour –& in each dawn the spring is thus revived–  The notes of the sparrows & the blue-birds
[Eastern Bluebird Sialia sialus] –& the robin [American Robin Turdus migratorius] have a
prominence now which they have not by day   The light is more & more general & some low bars begin to look
bluish as well as reddish. (Elsewhere the sky wholly clear of clouds)
The dawn is at this stage far lighter than the brightest moonlight  I write by it –yet the sun will not rise for some
time. Those bars are reddening more above one spot. They grow purplish or lilac rather. White & whiter grows
the light in the eastern sky– (And now descending to the Cliff by the river side I cannot see the low horizon &
its phenomena) I love to go through these old apple orchards so irregularly set out. Sometimes two trees
standing alone together– The rows of grafted fruit will never tempt me to wander amid them like these   A bittern
leaves the shore at my approach–  I suppose it is he whose excrement has whitened the rocks –as if a mason had
spilled his whitewash– A night hawk squeaks & booms –before sunrise. The insects shaped like shad flies (some
which I see are larger & yellowish) begin to leave their cases (and selves?) on the stems of the grasses & the
rushes in the water. I find them so weak they can hardly hold on. I hear the blackbirds’ carqueree & the king-
fisher darts away with his alarum –& outstretched neck. Every lily is shut   Sunrise –I see it gilden the top of
the hill behind me but the sun itself is concealed by the hills & woods on the E shore.  a very slight fog begins
to rise now in one place on the river. There is something serenely glorious & memorable to me in the sight of
the first cool sun light now gilding the eastern extremity of the bushy island in Fair Haven that wild lake the
subdued light –& the repose remind me of Hades. In such sunlight there is no air –it is such an innocent pale
yellow as the spring flowers  It is the pollen of the sun –fertilizing plants. The color of the earliest spring flowers
is as cool and innocent as the first rays of the sun in the morning falling on woods & hills. The fog not only rises
up ward (about 2 feet) but at once there is a motion from the sun over the surface– What means this endless
motion of water bugs collected in little groups on the surface –and ceaselessly circling about their centre– (as
if they were a family hatched from the eggs on the under side of a pad.) Is not this motion intended partly to
balk the fishes? Methinks they did not begin to move till sun rise –where were they? And now I see an army of
skaters advancing in loose array –of chasseurs –or scouts as Indian allies are drawn in old books– Now the rays
of the sun have reached my seat a few feet above the water –flies begin to buzz –mosquitoes to be less
troublesome   A humming bird hums by over the pads up the river as if looking like myself to see if lilies have
blossomed (The birds begin to sing generally –& if not loudest at least most noticeably on account of the
quietness of the hour –just before a few minutes befor sun rise–  They do not sing so incessantly & earnestly as
a regular thing half an hour later). Carefully looking both up & down the river I could perceive that the lilies
began to open about 15 minutes after the sun from over the opposite bank fell on them –which was perhaps 3/
4 of an hour after sun rise (which is about 4 1/2) and one was fully expanded about 20 minutes later–  When
I returned over the bridge about 6 1/4 there were perhaps a dozen open ones in sight. It was very difficult to find
one not injured by insects –even the buds which were just about to expand were frequently bored quite through
–and the water had rotted them. You must be on hand early to anticipate insects. (One thimbleberry which will
be quite ripe by tomorrow Indigo almost expanded. I perceive the meadow fragrance on the causeway.
Bobolinks still.
I bring home a dozen perfect lily buds –all I can find within many rods –which have never yet opened–
I prepare a large pan of water–  I cut their stems quite short   I turn back their calyx leaves with my finger, so
that they may float upright  I touch the points of their petals –& breathe or blow on them & toss them in. They
spring open rapidly or gradually expand in the course of an hour –all but one or two –

At 12 1/2 Pm I perceive that the lilies in the river have begun to shut up   The water has gone down so much
that I can stand on the shore and pluck as many as I want and they are the fairest ones –concealed by the pickerel
weed often the whole plant high & dry. I go again to the river at 2 1/2 PM & every lily is shut.
I will here tell the history of my rosaceous lilies plucked the 1st of July. They were buds at the bottom of a
pitcher of water all the 2nd (having been kept in my hat part of the day before) On the morning of the third
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I assisted their opening & put them in water as I have described –but they did not shut up at noon like those in
the river but at dark –their petals at least quite tight & close–  They all opened again in the course of the forenoon
of the 4th but had not shut up at 10 o’clock Pm –though I found them shut in the morning of the 5th. May it be
that they can bear only a certain amount of light –and these being in the shade remained open longer – (I think
not for they shut up in the river that quite cloudy day July 1st) or is their vitality too little to permit to perform
their regular functions– Can that meadow fragrance come from the purple summits of the eupatorium? I look
down on the river behind Dod’s at 2 1/2 PM a slate colored stream with a scarcely perceptible current with a
male & female shore –the former more abrupt of button bushes & willows –the other flat of grass & pickerel
weed alone. Beyond the former the water being deep extends a border or fringe of green and purplish pads lying
perfectly flat on the surface –but on the latter side the pads extend a half a rod or a rod beyond the pickerel weed
–shining pads reflecting the light dotted with white or yellow lilies  This sort of ruff does the river wear & so
the land is graduated off to water  A tender place in nature –an exposed vein –& nature making a feint to bridge
it quite over with a paddy film –with red-wing black birds [Red-winged Blackbird Agelaius phoeniceus]
liquidly warbling & whistling on the willows & king-birds on the elms & oaks. These pads, if there is any wind
rippling with the water –& helping to smooth and allay it. –It looks tender & exposed as if it were naturally
subterranean –& now with these sheilds of pads –held scale-like by long threads from the bottom –she makes
a feint to bridge it–  So floats the musketaquid over its segment of the sphere. Methinks there is not even a lily
–white or yellow in Walden.
I see perfectly formed pouts by the shore of the river one inch long. The great spatterdock lily is a rich yellow
at a little distance & seen lying on its great pads it is an indispensable evidence of the fertility of the river. The
gratiola begins to yellow the mud by the river-side. The Lysimachia lanceolata var. hybrida is out in the
meadows
The Rosa nitida? appears to be now out of bloom
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The negrero Silenus, of New-York, and the negrero General de Kalb, of Baltimore, carried 900 slaves from 
Africa (SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 34th Congress, 1st session XV, Number 99, pages 46-52; HOUSE 
EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 34th Congress, 1st session XII, Number 105, pages 20-26).

The negrero Jasper carried an unknown number of slaves to Cuba (SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 34th 
Congress, 1st session XV, Number 99, pages 52-7).

The negrero Camargo, of Portland, Maine, landed 500 slaves in Brazil (SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 33d 
Congress, 1st session VIII, Number 47).

1853

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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March 3, Thursday evening:  Louis Moreau Gottschalk premiered his Fragment of the Symphony, “The Battle of 
Bunker Hill” in Philadelphia.

On the night before his inauguration in Washington DC, president-elect Franklin Pierce slept at the luxurious 
Willard’s Hotel which would in the 1860s be the haunt of Nathaniel Hawthorne.2574

 [THOREAU MADE NO ENTRY IN HIS JOURNAL FOR MARCH 3d]

2574. Hawthorne would consider the lobby and bar of Willard’s Hotel to be “the center of Washington and the nation,” more so than 
“either the Capitol or the White House or the State Department.” He very much liked the thought that one’s common “identity is 
lost” there among the “illustrious men.”
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Here is the campaign poster:

Senator Underwood wanted to amend the appropriations bill for the US Navy:

A bill making appropriations for the naval service for the year
ending June 30, 1854. Mr. Underwood offered the following
amendment: — 
“For executing the provisions of the act approved 3d of March,
1819, entitled ‘An act in addition to the acts prohibiting the
slave trade,’ $20,000.” Amendment agreed to, and bill passed.
It appears, however, to have been subsequently amended in the
House, and the appropriation does not stand in the final act.
CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 32nd Congress, 2d session, page 1072; STATUTES
AT LARGE, X. 214.

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY

HDT WHAT? INDEX
September 23, Friday: Spain appointed the Marquis Juan de la Pezuela as Captain General of Cuba. This man was well 
known as an opponent of human slavery, and was assigned the task of suppression of the slave trade.

In Mobile, Alabama, a 4th child of Dr. Josiah Clark Nott and Sarah (Sally) Deas Nott, Edward Fisher Nott, 
succumbed to yellow fever at the age of 18 or 19.2575

 Sept. 23. x

 [THOREAU MADE NO ENTRY IN HIS JOURNAL FOR DECEMBER 6th]

December 7, Wednesday: The Diaro de la Marina, a newspaper operated by the Cuban government, initiated a series 
of articles on human slavery and trafficking, stressing the advantages of a free labor system.

December 7. 

2575. The Nott children who would survive would be James Deas Nott II, then age 12, Henry Nott, then age 11, and Josiah Nott, 
Jr, then age 7 or 8 (out of a total population in the city of Mobile of about 25,000, the final tally of this epidemic would be 1,331). 
Of the three boys who would not succumb during this epidemic, the two old enough to become soldiers would be killed, one at 
Shiloh in 1862 and the other at Chickamauga in 1863.

THE TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY

HDT WHAT? INDEX
December 23, Friday: When the Metropolitan Theater opened on Washington Street in San Francisco, this was the 
city’s 1st theater to be lit by gas. 

At this time a black could be bought on the coast of Africa for 40 duros and then sold on the island for 700 
duros, so “negreros” were very willing to risk the established British blockade in order to surreptitiously 
deposit fresh crops of slaves in the hidden harbors along Cuba’s long and broken coastline, at great profit.

The Marquis Juan de la Pezuela issued the 1st of his several decrees as Captain-General of Cuba: Negroes 
“known by the name of ‘emancipados’ are all free”; anyone caught importing any more new African slaves 
would be heavily fined plus banished from the island for 2 years; all governors and lieutenant governors who 
failed to advise their Captain General of clandestine landings in their respective provinces would be summarily 
removed from their offices. 

 [THOREAU MADE NO ENTRY IN HIS JOURNAL FOR DECEMBER 23d]

CALIFORNIA

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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The negrero Glamorgan, of New-York, was captured while about to embark nearly 700 slaves (SENATE 
EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 34th Congress, 1st session XV, Number 99, pages 59-60).

The negrero Grey Eagle, of Philadelphia, was captured off Cuba by a British cruiser (SENATE EXECUTIVE 
DOCUMENT, 34th Congress, 1st session XV, Number 99, pages 61-3).

The negrero Peerless, of New-York, landed 350 slaves in Cuba (SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 34th 
Congress, 1st session XV, Number 99, page 66).

The negrero Oregon, of New Orleans, was known to be trading to Cuba (SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 34th 
Congress, 1st session XV, Number 99, pages 69-70).

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: A somewhat more sincere and determined
effort to enforce the slave-trade laws now followed; and yet it
is a significant fact that not until Lincoln’s administration
did a slave-trader suffer death for violating the laws of the
United States. The participation of Americans in the trade
continued, declining somewhat between 1825 and 1830, and then
reviving, until it reached its highest activity between 1840 and
1860. The development of a vast internal slave-trade, and the
consequent rise in the South of vested interests strongly
opposed to slave smuggling, led to a falling off in the illicit
introduction of Negroes after 1825, until the fifties;
nevertheless, smuggling never entirely ceased, and large numbers
were thus added to the plantations of the Gulf States.
Monroe had various constitutional scruples as to the execution
of the Act of 1819;2576 but, as Congress took no action, he at
last put a fair interpretation on his powers, and appointed
Samuel Bacon as an agent in Africa to form a settlement for
recaptured Africans. Gradually the agency thus formed became
merged with that of the Colonization Society on Cape Mesurado;
and from this union Liberia was finally evolved.2577

Meantime, during the years 1818 to 1820, the activity of the
slave-traders was prodigious. General James Tallmadge declared
in the House, February 15, 1819: “Our laws are already highly
penal against their introduction, and yet, it is a well known
fact, that about fourteen thousand slaves have been brought into
our country this last year.”2578 In the same year Middleton of
South Carolina and Wright of Virginia estimated illicit
introduction at 13,000 and 15,000 respectively.2579 Judge Story,

1854

2576. Attorney-General Wirt advised him, October, 1819, that no part of the appropriation could be used to purchase land in Africa 
or tools for the Negroes, or as salary for the agent: OPINIONS OF ATTORNEYS-GENERAL, I. 314-7. Monroe laid the case before 
Congress in a special message Dec. 20, 1819 (HOUSE JOURNAL, 16th Congress 1st session, page 57); but no action was taken there.
2577. Cf. Kendall’s Report, August, 1830: SENATE DOCUMENT, 21st Congress 2d session, I. No. 1, pages 211-8; also see below, 
Chapter X.
2578. Speech in the House of Representatives, Feb. 15, 1819, page 18; published in Boston, 1849.
2579. Jay, INQUIRY INTO AMERICAN COLONIZATION (1838), page 59, note.

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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in charging a jury, took occasion to say: “We have but too many
proofs from unquestionable sources, that it [the slave-trade]
is still carried on with all the implacable rapacity of former
times. Avarice has grown more subtle in its evasions, and
watches and seizes its prey with an appetite quickened rather
than suppressed by its guilty vigils. American citizens are
steeped to their very mouths (I can hardly use too bold a figure)
in this stream of iniquity.”2580 The following year, 1820,
brought some significant statements from various members of
Congress. Said Smith of South Carolina: “Pharaoh was, for his
temerity, drowned in the Red Sea, in pursuing them [the
Israelites] contrary to God’s express will; but our Northern
friends have not been afraid even of that, in their zeal to
furnish the Southern States with Africans. They are better
seamen than Pharaoh, and calculate by that means to elude the
vigilance of Heaven; which they seem to disregard, if they can
but elude the violated laws of their country.”2581 As late as May
he saw little hope of suppressing the traffic.2582 Sergeant of
Pennsylvania declared: “It is notorious that, in spite of the
utmost vigilance that can be employed, African negroes are
clandestinely brought in and sold as slaves.”2583 Plumer of New
Hampshire stated that “of the unhappy beings, thus in violation
of all laws transported to our shores, and thrown by force into
the mass of our black population, scarcely one in a hundred is
ever detected by the officers of the General Government, in a
part of the country, where, if we are to believe the statement
of Governor Rabun, ‘an officer who would perform his duty, by
attempting to enforce the law [against the slave trade] is, by
many, considered as an officious meddler, and treated with
derision and contempt;’ ... I have been told by a gentleman, who
has attended particularly to this subject, that ten thousand
slaves were in one year smuggled into the United States; and
that, even for the last year, we must count the number not by
hundreds, but by thousands.”2584 In 1821 a committee of Congress
characterized prevailing methods as those “of the grossest fraud
that could be practised to deceive the officers of
government.”2585 Another committee, in 1822, after a careful
examination of the subject, declare that they “find it
impossible to measure with precision the effect produced upon
the American branch of the slave trade by the laws above
mentioned, and the seizures under them. They are unable to
state, whether those American merchants, the American capital
and seamen which heretofore aided in this traffic, have
abandoned it altogether, or have sought shelter under the flags
of other nations.” They then state the suspicious circumstance
that, with the disappearance of the American flag from the
traffic, “the trade, notwithstanding, increases annually, under

2580. Quoted in Friends’ FACTS AND OBSERVATIONS ON THE SLAVE TRADE (ed. 1841), pages 7-8.
2581. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 16th Congress 1st session, pages 270-1.
2582. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 16th Congress 1st session, page 698.
2583. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 16th Congress 1st session, page 1207.
2584. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 16th Congress 1st session, page 1433.
2585. Referring particularly to the case of the slaver “Plattsburg.” Cf. HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress 1st session, II. No. 92, page 
10.
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the flags of other nations.” They complain of the spasmodic
efforts of the executive. They say that the first United States
cruiser arrived on the African coast in March, 1820, and
remained a “few weeks;” that since then four others had in two
years made five visits in all; but “since the middle of last
November, the commencement of the healthy season on that coast,
no vessel has been, nor, as your committee is informed, is, under
orders for that service.”2586 The United States African agent,
Ayres, reported in 1823: “I was informed by an American officer
who had been on the coast in 1820, that he had boarded 20
American vessels in one morning, lying in the port of Gallinas,
and fitted for the reception of slaves. It is a lamentable fact,
that most of the harbours, between the Senegal and the line,
were visited by an equal number of American vessels, and for the
sole purpose of carrying away slaves. Although for some years
the coast had been occasionally visited by our cruizers, their
short stay and seldom appearance had made but slight impression
on those traders, rendered hardy by repetition of crime, and
avaricious by excessive gain. They were enabled by a regular
system to gain intelligence of any cruizer being on the
coast.”2587

Even such spasmodic efforts bore abundant fruit, and indicated
what vigorous measures might have accomplished. Between May,
1818, and November, 1821, nearly six hundred Africans were
recaptured and eleven American slavers taken.2588 Such measures
gradually changed the character of the trade, and opened the
international phase of the question. American slavers cleared
for foreign ports, there took a foreign flag and papers, and
then sailed boldly past American cruisers, although their real
character was often well known. More stringent clearance laws
and consular instructions might have greatly reduced this
practice; but nothing was ever done, and gradually the laws
became in large measure powerless to deal with the bulk of the
illicit trade. In 1820, September 16, a British officer, in his
official report, declares that, in spite of United States laws,
“American vessels, American subjects, and American capital, are
unquestionably engaged in the trade, though under other colours
and in disguise.”2589 The United States ship “Cyane” at one time
reported ten captures within a few days, adding: “Although they
are evidently owned by Americans, they are so completely covered
by Spanish papers that it is impossible to condemn them.”2590 The

2586. HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress 1st session, II. No. 92, page 2. The President had in his message spoken in exhilarating tones 
of the success of the government in suppressing the trade. The House Committee appointed in pursuance of this passage made the 
above report. Their conclusions are confirmed by British reports: PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1822, Vol. XXII., SLAVE TRADE, 
Further Papers, III. page 44. So, too, in 1823, Ashmun, the African agent, reports that thousands of slaves are being abducted.
2587. Ayres to the Secretary of the Navy, Feb. 24, 1823; reprinted in FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE (1824), page 
31.
2588. HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress 1st session, II. No. 92, pages 5-6. The slavers were the “Ramirez,” “Endymion,” 
“Esperanza,” “Plattsburg,” “Science,” “Alexander,” “Eugene,” “Mathilde,” “Daphne,” “Eliza,” and “La Pensée.” In these 573 
Africans were taken. The naval officers were greatly handicapped by the size of the ships, etc. (cf. FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN 
SLAVE-TRADE (1824), pages 33-41). They nevertheless acted with great zeal.
2589. PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1821, Vol. XXIII., SLAVE TRADE, Further Papers, A, page 76. The names and description of a 
dozen or more American slavers are given: PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1821, Vol. XXIII., SLAVE TRADE, Further Papers, A, pages 
18-21.
2590. HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress 1st session, II. No. 92, pages 15-20.
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governor of Sierra Leone reported the rivers Nunez and Pongas
full of renegade European and American slave-traders;2591 the
trade was said to be carried on “to an extent that almost
staggers belief.”2592 Down to 1824 or 1825, reports from all
quarters prove this activity in slave-trading.
The execution of the laws within the country exhibits grave
defects and even criminal negligence. Attorney-General Wirt
finds it necessary to assure collectors, in 1819, that “it is
against public policy to dispense with prosecutions for
violation of the law to prohibit the Slave trade.”2593 One
district attorney writes: “It appears to be almost impossible
to enforce the laws of the United States against offenders after
the negroes have been landed in the state.”2594 Again, it is
asserted that “when vessels engaged in the slave trade have been
detained by the American cruizers, and sent into the slave-
holding states, there appears at once a difficulty in securing
the freedom to these captives which the laws of the United States
have decreed for them.”2595 In some cases, one man would smuggle
in the Africans and hide them in the woods; then his partner
would “rob” him, and so all trace be lost.2596 Perhaps 350
Africans were officially reported as brought in contrary to law
from 1818 to 1820: the absurdity of this figure is apparent.2597

A circular letter to the marshals, in 1821, brought reports of
only a few well-known cases, like that of the “General Ramirez;”
the marshal of Louisiana had “no information.”2598

There appears to be little positive evidence of a large illicit
importation into the country for a decade after 1825. It is
hardly possible, however, considering the activity in the trade,
that slaves were not largely imported. Indeed, when we note how
the laws were continually broken in other respects, absence of
evidence of petty smuggling becomes presumptive evidence that
collusive or tacit understanding of officers and citizens
allowed the trade to some extent.2599 Finally, it must be noted
that during all this time scarcely a man suffered for
participating in the trade, beyond the loss of the Africans and,
more rarely, of his ship. Red-handed slavers, caught in the act
and convicted, were too often, like La Coste of South Carolina,
the subjects of executive clemency.2600 In certain cases there
were those who even had the effrontery to ask Congress to cancel
their own laws. For instance, in 1819 a Venezuelan privateer,
secretly fitted out and manned by Americans in Baltimore,
succeeded in capturing several American, Portuguese, and Spanish
slavers, and appropriating the slaves; being finally wrecked

2591. HOUSE DOCUMENT, 18th Congress 1st session, VI. No. 119, page 13.
2592. PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1823, Vol. XVIII., SLAVE TRADE, Further Papers, A, pages 10-11.
2593. OPINIONS OF ATTORNEYS-GENERAL, V. 717.
2594. R.W. Habersham to the Secretary of the Navy, August, 1821; reprinted in FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE 
(1824), page 47.
2595. FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE (1824), page 42.
2596. FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE (1824), page 43.
2597. Cf. above, pages 126-7.
2598. FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE (1824), page 42.
2599. A few accounts of captures here and there would make the matter less suspicious; these, however, do not occur. How large 
this suspected illicit traffic was, it is of course impossible to say; there is no reason why it may not have reached many hundreds per 
year.
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herself, she transferred her crew and slaves to one of her
prizes, the “Antelope,” which was eventually captured by a
United States cruiser and the 280 Africans sent to Georgia.
After much litigation, the United States Supreme Court ordered
those captured from Spaniards to be surrendered, and the others
to be returned to Africa. By some mysterious process, only 139
Africans now remained, 100 of whom were sent to Africa. The
Spanish claimants of the remaining thirty-nine sold them to a
certain Mr. Wilde, who gave bond to transport them out of the
country. Finally, in December, 1827, there came an innocent
petition to Congress to cancel this bond.2601 A bill to that effect
passed and was approved, May 2, 1828,2602 and in consequence
these Africans remained as slaves in Georgia.
On the whole, it is plain that, although in the period from 1807
to 1820 Congress laid down broad lines of legislation
sufficient, save in some details, to suppress the African slave
trade to America, yet the execution of these laws was criminally
lax. Moreover, by the facility with which slavers could disguise
their identity, it was possible for them to escape even a
vigorous enforcement of our laws. This situation could properly
be met only by energetic and sincere international co-
operation....2603

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: It was not altogether a mistaken
judgment that led the constitutional fathers to consider the
slave-trade as the backbone of slavery. An economic system based
on slave labor will find, sooner or later, that the demand for
the cheapest slave labor cannot long be withstood. Once degrade
the laborer so that he cannot assert his own rights, and there

2600. Cf. editorial in Niles’s Register, XXII. 114. Cf. also the following instances of pardons: — 
PRESIDENT JEFFERSON: March 1, 1808, Phillip M. Topham, convicted for “carrying on an illegal slave-trade” (pardoned twice). 
PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, I. 146, 148-9.
PRESIDENT MADISON: July 29, 1809, fifteen vessels arrived at New Orleans from Cuba, with 666 white persons and 683 
negroes. Every penalty incurred under the Act of 1807 was remitted. (Note: “Several other pardons of this nature were granted.”) 
PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, I. 179.
Nov. 8, 1809, John Hopkins and Lewis Le Roy, convicted for importing a slave. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, I. 184-5.
Feb. 12, 1810, William Sewall, convicted for importing slaves. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, I. 194, 235, 240.
May 5, 1812, William Babbit, convicted for importing slaves. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, I. 248.
PRESIDENT MONROE: June 11, 1822, Thomas Shields, convicted for bringing slaves into New Orleans. PARDONS AND 
REMISSIONS, IV. 15.
Aug. 24, 1822, J.F. Smith, sentenced to five years’ imprisonment and $3000 fine; served twenty-five months and was then pardoned. 
PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 22.
July 23, 1823, certain parties liable to penalties for introducing slaves into Alabama. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 63.
Aug. 15, 1823, owners of schooner “Mary,” convicted of importing slaves. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 66.
PRESIDENT J.Q. ADAMS: March 4, 1826, Robert Perry; his ship was forfeited for slave-trading. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 
140.
Jan. 17, 1827, Jesse Perry; forfeited ship, and was convicted for introducing slaves. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 158.
Feb. 13, 1827, Zenas Winston; incurred penalties for slave-trading. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 161. The four following cases 
are similar to that of Winston: — 
Feb. 24, 1827, John Tucker and William Morbon. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 162.
March 25, 1828, Joseph Badger. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 192.
Feb. 19, 1829, L.R. Wallace. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 215.
PRESIDENT JACKSON: Five cases. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 225, 270, 301, 393, 440.
The above cases were taken from manuscript copies of the Washington records, made by Mr. W.C. Endicott, Jr., and kindly loaned 
me.
2601. See SENATE JOURNAL, 20th Congress 1st session, pages 60, 66, 340, 341, 343, 348, 352, 355; HOUSE JOURNAL, 20th Congress 
1st session, pages 59, 76, 123, 134, 156, 169, 173, 279, 634, 641, 646, 647, 688, 692.
2602. STATUTES AT LARGE, VI. 376.
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is but one limit below which his price cannot be reduced. That
limit is not his physical well-being, for it may be, and in the
Gulf States it was, cheaper to work him rapidly to death; the
limit is simply the cost of procuring him and keeping him alive
a profitable length of time. Only the moral sense of a community
can keep helpless labor from sinking to this level; and when a
community has once been debauched by slavery, its moral sense
offers little resistance to economic demand. This was the case
in the West Indies and Brazil; and although better moral stamina
held the crisis back longer in the United States, yet even here
the ethical standard of the South was not able to maintain itself
against the demands of the cotton industry. When, after 1850,
the price of slaves had risen to a monopoly height, the leaders
of the plantation system, brought to the edge of bankruptcy by
the crude and reckless farming necessary under a slave régime,
and baffled, at least temporarily, in their quest of new rich
land to exploit, began instinctively to feel that the only
salvation of American slavery lay in the reopening of the
African slave-trade.
It took but a spark to put this instinctive feeling into words,
and words led to deeds. The movement first took definite form
in the ever radical State of South Carolina. In 1854 a grand
jury in the Williamsburg district declared, “as our unanimous
opinion, that the Federal law abolishing the African Slave Trade
is a public grievance. We hold this trade has been and would be,
if re-established, a blessing to the American people, and a
benefit to the African himself.”2604 This attracted only local
attention; but when, in 1856, the governor of the State, in his
annual message, calmly argued at length for a reopening of the
trade, and boldly declared that “if we cannot supply the demand
for slave labor, then we must expect to be supplied with a
species of labor we do not want,”2605 such words struck even
Southern ears like “a thunder clap in a calm day.”2606 And yet
it needed but a few years to show that South Carolina had merely
been the first to put into words the inarticulate thought of a
large minority, if not a majority, of the inhabitants of the
Gulf States.

2603. Among interesting minor proceedings in this period were two Senate bills to register slaves so as to prevent illegal 
importation. They were both dropped in the House; a House proposition to the same effect also came to nothing: SENATE JOURNAL, 
15th Congress 1st session, pages 147, 152, 157, 165, 170, 188, 201, 203, 232, 237; 15th Congress 2d session, pages 63, 74, 77, 202, 
207, 285, 291, 297; HOUSE JOURNAL, 15th Congress 1st session, page 332; 15th Congress 2d session, pages 303, 305, 316; 16th 
Congress 1st session, page 150. Another proposition was contained in the Meigs resolution presented to the House, Feb. 5, 1820, 
which proposed to devote the public lands to the suppression of the slave-trade. This was ruled out of order. It was presented again 
and laid on the table in 1821: HOUSE JOURNAL, 16th Congress 1st session, pages 196, 200, 227; 16th Congress 2d session, page 238.
2604. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1854-5, page 1156.
2605. Cluskey, POLITICAL TEXT-BOOK (14th edition), page 585.
2606. De Bow’s Review, XXII. 223; quoted from Andrew Hunter of Virginia.
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January 7, Saturday: Friend William Henry Harvey arrived at Albany on the coast of Western Australia. After a month 
at Cape Riche he would hike overland through the bush to Perth to visit Fremantle, Rottnest Island (where he 
would live in a deserted convict establishment), and Garden Island. He would collect some 10,000 specimens 
of seaweed, many of them new to science.

Having been awarded a hero’s welcome when he arrived in New-York, complete with a banquet attended by 
prominent Americans of Irish extraction, John Mitchel, along with Thomas Meagher, began to put out The 
Citizen. Within a few weeks this libertarian newspaper, which obsequiously pandered to every rancid 
prejudice of its target audience, would be enjoying press runs of 50,000.

The publication would of course be greatly in favor of freedom for Ireland. Along the way it would also defend 
our inalienable right to own other human beings (that is, human slavery), would attack the great humbug of 
the Colonization Society, and would insist upon the unimpeachable privilege of a white man to engage in any 
business at all (that is, for instance, return to the international slave trade).
Covering all bases, this paper would also be used to argue against the emancipation of the Jews.

January 7 P.M. –To Ministerial Swamp. I went to these woods partly to hear an owl [Great Horned
Owl Bubo virginianus], but did not; but now that I have left them nearly a mile behind, I hear one distinctly,
hoorer hoo. Strange that we should hear this sound so often, loud and far, –a voice which we call the owl,– and
yet so rarely see the bird. Oftenest at twilight. It has a singular prominence as a sound; is louder than the voice
of a dear friend. Yet we see the friend perhaps daily and the owl but a few times in our lives. It is a sound which
the wood or the horizon makes.

ANTISEMITISM

RACISM

(George Edwards’s A NATURAL HISTORY OF UNCOMMON BIRDS, 1745)
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March 13, Monday: Louis Moreau Gottschalk gave his initial performance in Havana.

Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: “Message from the President ... 
communicating ... the correspondence between Mr. Schenck, United States Minister to Brazil, and the 
Secretary of State, in relation to the African slave trade.” –SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 33 Cong. 1 sess. 
VIII. No. 47.
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Besides purchasing a telescope (above) for eight dollars (more than a week’s total wages, order of magnitude 
approximately $800 in today’s greenbacks), Henry Thoreau stopped by the Boston Society of Natural History 
and checked out:

— James David Forbes (1809-1868)’s TRAVELS THROUGH THE ALPS OF SAVOY

AND OTHER PARTS OF THE PENNINE CHAIN, WITH OBSERVATIONS ON THE PHENOMENA OF GLACIERS

(1843)

and stopped by the Harvard Library and checked out:

— Louis Agassiz’s ÉTUDES SUR LES GLACIERS (Neuchâtel, aux frais de l’auteur, August 20, 1840, with atlas)

— Edward Johnson’s A HISTORY OF NEW-ENGLAND. FROM THE ENGLISH PLANTING IN THE YEERE 1628.
UNTILL THE YEERE 1652: DECLARING THE FORM OF THEIR GOVERNMENT, CIVILL, MILITARY, AND

ECCLESIASTIQUE: THEIR WARS WITH THE INDIANS, THEIR TROUBLES WITH THE GORTONISTS, AND OTHER

HERETIQUES: THEIR MANNER OF GATHERING OF CHURCHES, THE COMMODITIES OF THE COUNTRY, AND

DESCRIPTION OF THE PRINCIPALL TOWNS AND HAVENS... (London: Printed for Nath. Brooke ..., 1654)2607

— The Reverend Thomas Shepard’s THE CLEAR SUNSHINE OF THE GOSPEL BREAKING OUT ON THE INDIANS

OF NEW ENGLAND (1648)2608

2607. The popular title of this work is WONDER-WORKING PROVIDENCE OF SION’S SAVIOR IN NEW ENGLAND. Thoreau 
would place his notes in his Indian Notebook #8.
2608. The Reverend Shepard was a founder of Harvard College.

THE ALPS OF SAVOY, ETC.
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 Mar. 13th To Boston— C. says he saw skater insects today. Harris tells me that those gray insects
within the little log forts under the bark of the dead Wht pine — which I found about a week ago — are Rhagium
lineatum. Bought a telescope today for 8 dollars — Best military spyglass with 6 slides which shuts up to about
same size, 15 dols & very powerful Saw the squares of achromatic glass from Paris which Clark-(e?) uses —
50-odd dols apiece the larger— It takes 2 together — one called the flint— These French glasses all one quality
of glass. My glass tried by Clark & approved — only a part of the object glass available. Bring the edge of the
diaphragm against middle of the light & your nail on object glass in line with these shows what is cut off—
Sometimes may enlarge the hole in diaphragm— But if you do so you may have to enlarge the hole in
diaphragm near small end — which must be exactly as large as the pencil of light there. As the diameter of the
pencil is to the diameter of the available portion of the object glass so is the power — so many times it
magnifies— A good glass because the form of the blurred object is the same on each side of the focus i.e shoved
in or drawn out. C. was making a glass for Amherst Col.

May 22, Monday: The San Francisco Board of Engineers made a report to the Town Council of local street grades. 

William Cooper Nell’s “Equal School Rights.”

Henry Thoreau left at 5:30 AM to go up the Assabet River. At 10 AM he went by boat to Fair Haven.

May 22, 1854: A hummingbird [Ruby-throated Hummingbird Archilochus colubris] dashes by like
a loud bumblebee.

Senator Clayton proposed:

“Resolved, That the Committee on Foreign Relations be instructed
to inquire into the expediency of providing by law for such
restrictions on the power of American consuls residing in the
Spanish West India islands to issue sea letters on the transfer
of American vessels in those islands, as will prevent the abuse
of the American flag in protecting persons engaged in the
African slave trade.” On June 26, 1854, this committee would
report “a bill (Senate, No. 416) for the more effectual
suppression of the slave-trade in American built vessels.” This
would pass the Senate but be postponed in the House. SENATE
JOURNAL, 33rd Congress, 1st session, pages 404, 457-8, 472-3,
476; HOUSE JOURNAL, 33rd Congress, 1st session, pages 1093, 1332-
3; CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 33rd Congress, 1st session, pages 1257-61,
1511-3, 1591-3, 2139.

CALIFORNIA

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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May 29, Monday: Henry Thoreau sailed up the Assabet River to Cedar Swamp.

The Reverend Thomas Wentworth Higginson in a letter to his mother Louisa Storrow Higginson, from his 
home in Worcester: “Of course, I as in Boston on Friday night and had something to do with the demonstration 
in court…. That attack was a great thing for freedom, and will echo all over the country. It came within an inch 
of success at any rate. Of course, I was unarmed, hurt nothing but a door, and was unhurt myself but for some 
knocks and a scratch…. I am sorry for the death of the man it is my clear conviction that he was killed by one 
of his own blundering comrades…. At any rate, they are making arrests, and I think it more than probable that 
I may come in for a share. I shall consider it the highest honor yet attained by a Higginson.”

The US Senate abrogated a portion of the Treaty of Washington:

Resolved, “that, in the opinion of the Senate, it is expedient,
and in conformity with the interests and sound policy of the
United States, that the eighth article of the treaty between
this government and Great Britain, of the 9th of August, 1842,
should be abrogated.” Introduced by Slidell, and favorably
reported from Committee on Foreign Relations in Executive
Session, June 13, 1854. SENATE JOURNAL, 34th Congress, 1-2d
session, pages 396, 695-8; SENATE REPORTS, 34th Congress, 1st
session, I. No. 195.

June 13, Tuesday: The Leavenworth Town Company was organized (these early Kansas Territory settlers were 
primarily from Missouri).

At 2 PM Henry Thoreau went by boat to Bittern Cliff, and from there he went to Lee’s Cliff.

Jefferson Davis and Varina Davis’s son Samuel Emory Davis died.

Charles Algernon Parsons was born in London.

Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: “Report submitted by Mr. 
Slidell, from the Committee on Foreign Relations, on a resolution relative to the abrogation of the eighth article 
of the treaty with Great Britain of the 9th of August, 1842, etc.” –SENATE REPORTS, 34 Cong. 1 sess. I. No. 
195. (Injunction of secrecy removed June 26, 1856.)

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: During the decade there was some attempt
at reactionary legislation, chiefly directed at the Treaty of
Washington. June 13, 1854, Slidell, from the Committee on
Foreign Relations, made an elaborate report to the Senate,
advocating the abrogation of the 8th Article of that treaty, on
the ground that it was costly, fatal to the health of the
sailors, and useless, as the trade had actually increased under
its operation.2609 Both this and a similar attempt in the House
failed,2610 as did also an attempt to substitute life
imprisonment for the death penalty.2611 Most of the actual

2609. SENATE JOURNAL, 34th Congress, 1-2 session, pages 396, 695-8; SENATE REPORTS, 34th Congress, 1st session, I. No. 195.
2610. HOUSE JOURNAL, 31 Congress, 2d session, page 64. There was still another attempt by Sandidge. Cf. 26TH REPORT OF THE 
AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, page 44.

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE

THE 2D GREAT AMERICAN DISUNION
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legislation naturally took the form of appropriations. In 1853
there was an attempt to appropriate $20,000.2612 This failed, and
the appropriation of $8,000 in 1856 was the first for ten
years.2613 The following year brought a similar
appropriation,2614 and in 18592615 and 18602616 $75,000 and
$40,000 respectively were appropriated. Of attempted
legislation to strengthen the laws there was plenty: e.g.,
propositions to regulate the issue of sea-letters and the use
of our flag;2617 to prevent the “coolie” trade, or the bringing
in of “apprentices” or “African laborers;”2618 to stop the
coastwise trade;2619 to assent to a Right of Search;2620 and to
amend the Constitution by forever prohibiting the slave-
trade.2621

The efforts of the executive during this period were criminally
lax and negligent. “The General Government did not exert itself
in good faith to carry out either its treaty stipulations or the
legislation of Congress in regard to the matter. If a vessel was
captured, her owners were permitted to bond her, and thus
continue her in the trade; and if any man was convicted of this
form of piracy, the executive always interposed between him and
the penalty of his crime. The laws providing for the seizure of
vessels engaged in the traffic were so constructed as to render
the duty unremunerative; and marshals now find their fees for
such services to be actually less than their necessary expenses.
No one who bears this fact in mind will be surprised at the great
indifference of these officers to the continuing of the slave-
trade; in fact, he will be ready to learn that the laws of
Congress upon the subject had become a dead letter, and that the
suspicion was well grounded that certain officers of the Federal
Government had actually connived at their violation.”2622 From
1845 to 1854, in spite of the well-known activity of the trade,
but five cases obtained cognizance in the New York district. Of
these, Captains Mansfield and Driscoll forfeited their bonds of
$5,000 each, and escaped; in the case of the notorious Canot,
nothing had been done as late as 1856, although he was arrested
in 1847; Captain Jefferson turned State’s evidence, and, in the

2611. SENATE JOURNAL, 36th Congress, 1st session, page 274; CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 36th Congress, 1st session, page 1245.
2612. Congressional Globe, 32d Congress, 2d session, page 1072.
2613. I.e., since 1846: STATUTES AT LARGE, XI. 90.
2614. STATUTES AT LARGE, XI. 227.
2615. STATUTES AT LARGE, XI. 404.
2616. STATUTES AT LARGE, XII. 21.
2617. E.g., Clay’s resolutions: CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 31 Congress, 2d session, pages 304-9. Clayton’s resolutions: SENATE 
JOURNAL, 33d Congress, 1st session, page 404; HOUSE JOURNAL, 33d Congress, 1st session, pages 1093, 1332-3; CONGRESSIONAL 
GLOBE, 33d Congress, 1st session, pages 1591-3, 2139. Seward’s bill: SENATE JOURNAL, 33d Congress, 1st session, pages 448, 451.
2618. Mr. Blair of Missouri asked unanimous consent in Congress, Dec. 23, 1858, to a resolution instructing the Judiciary 
Committee to bring in such a bill; Houston of Alabama objected: CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 35th Congress, 2d session, page 198; 
26TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, page 44.
2619. This was the object of attack in 1851 and 1853 by Giddings: HOUSE JOURNAL, 32d Congress, 1st session, page 42; 33d 
Congress, 1st session, page 147. Cf. HOUSE JOURNAL, 38 Congress, 1st session, page 46.
2620. By Mr. Wilson, March 20, 1860: SENATE JOURNAL, 36th Congress, 1st session, page 274.
2621. Four or five such attempts were made: December 12, 1860, HOUSE JOURNAL, 36th Congress, 2d session, pages 61-2; January 
7, 1861, CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 36th Congress, 2d session, page 279; January 23, 1861, CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 36th Congress, 
2d session, page 527; February 1, 1861, CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 36th Congress, 2d session, page 690; February 27, 1861, 
CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 36th Congress, 2d session, pages 1243, 1259.
2622. “The Slave-Trade in New York,” in the Continental Monthly, January, 1862, page 87.
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case of Captain Mathew, a nolle prosequi was entered.2623 Between 1854
and 1856 thirty-two persons were indicted in New York, of whom
only thirteen had at the latter date been tried, and only one
of these convicted.2624 These dismissals were seldom on account
of insufficient evidence. In the notorious case of the
“Wanderer,” she was arrested on suspicion, released, and soon
after she landed a cargo of slaves in Georgia; some who attempted
to seize the Negroes were arrested for larceny, and in spite of
the efforts of Congress the captain was never punished. The
yacht was afterwards started on another voyage, and being
brought back to Boston was sold to her former owner for about
one third her value.2625 The bark “Emily” was seized on suspicion
and released, and finally caught red-handed on the coast of
Africa; she was sent to New York for trial, but “disappeared”
under a certain slave captain, Townsend, who had, previous to
this, in the face of the most convincing evidence, been
acquitted at Key West.2626

The squadron commanders of this time were by no means as
efficient as their predecessors, and spent much of their time,
apparently, in discussing the Right of Search. Instead of a
number of small light vessels, which by the reports of experts
were repeatedly shown to be the only efficient craft, the
government, until 1859, persisted in sending out three or four
great frigates. Even these did not attend faithfully to their
duties. A letter from on board one of them shows that, out of a
fifteen months’ alleged service, only twenty-two days were spent
on the usual cruising-ground for slavers, and thirteen of these
at anchor; eleven months were spent at Madeira and Cape Verde
Islands, 300 miles from the coast and 3,000 miles from the slave
market.2627 British commanders report the apathy of American
officers and the extreme caution of their instructions, which
allowed many slavers to escape.2628

The officials at Washington often remained in blissful, and
perhaps willing, ignorance of the state of the trade. While
Americans were smuggling slaves by the thousands into Brazil,
and by the hundreds into the United States, Secretary Graham was
recommending the abrogation of the 8th Article of the Treaty of
Washington;2629 so, too, when the Cuban slave-trade was reaching
unprecedented activity, and while slavers were being fitted out
in every port on the Atlantic seaboard, Secretary Kennedy
naïvely reports, “The time has come, perhaps, when it may be
properly commended to the notice of Congress to inquire into the
necessity of further continuing the regular employment of a
squadron on this [i.e., the African] coast.”2630 Again, in 1855,
the government has “advices that the slave trade south of the

2623. New York Herald, July 14, 1856.
2624. New York Herald, July 14, 1856. Cf. SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 37th Congress, 2d session, V. No. 53.
2625. 27TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, pages 25-6. Cf. 26TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY 
SOCIETY, pages 45-9.
2626. 27TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, pages 26-7.
2627. 26TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, page 54.
2628. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1859-60, pages 899, 973.
2629. Nov. 29, 1851: HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 32d Congress, 1st session, II. pt. 2, No. 2, page 4.
2630. Dec. 4, 1852: HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 32d Congress, 2d session, I. pt. 2, No. 1, page 293.
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equator is entirely broken up;”2631 in 1856, the reports are
“favorable;”2632 in 1857 a British commander writes: “No vessel
has been seen here for one year, certainly; I think for nearly
three years there have been no American cruizers on these
waters, where a valuable and extensive American commerce is
carried on. I cannot, therefore, but think that this continued
absence of foreign cruizers looks as if they were intentionally
withdrawn, and as if the Government did not care to take measures
to prevent the American flag being used to cover Slave Trade
transactions;”2633 nevertheless, in this same year, according to
Secretary Toucey, “the force on the coast of Africa has fully
accomplished its main object.”2634 Finally, in the same month in
which the “Wanderer” and her mates were openly landing cargoes
in the South, President Buchanan, who seems to have been utterly
devoid of a sense of humor, was urging the annexation of Cuba
to the United States as the only method of suppressing the slave-
trade!2635

About 1859 the frequent and notorious violations of our laws
aroused even the Buchanan government; a larger appropriation was
obtained, swift light steamers were employed, and, though we may
well doubt whether after such a carnival illegal importations
“entirely” ceased, as the President informed Congress,2636 yet
some sincere efforts at suppression were certainly begun. From
1850 to 1859 we have few notices of captured slavers, but in
1860 the increased appropriation of the thirty-fifth Congress
resulted in the capture of twelve vessels with 3,119
Africans.2637 The Act of June 16, 1860, enabled the President to
contract with the Colonization Society for the return of
recaptured Africans; and by a long-needed arrangement cruisers
were to proceed direct to Africa with such cargoes, instead of
first landing them in this country.2638

June 21, Wednesday: Henry Thoreau walked to Walden Pond.

Russian forces abandoned their siege of Silistria, retreating north across the Danube.

The US Senate for obvious reasons approved a bill to provide more federal regulation of American vessels 
with destinations on the coast of Africa.

“Mr. Seward asked and obtained leave to bring in a bill (Senate,
No. 407) to regulate navigation to the coast of Africa in vessels
owned by citizens of the United States, in certain cases; which

2631. HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 34th Congress, 1st session, I. pt. 3, No. 1, page 5.
2632. HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 34th Congress, 3d session, I. pt. 2, No. 1, page 407.
2633. Commander Burgess to Commodore Wise, Whydah, Aug. 12, 1857: PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1857-8, vol. LXI. SLAVE 
TRADE, Class A, page 136.
2634. HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 35th Congress, 1st session, II. pt. 3, No. 2, page 576.
2635. HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 35th Congress, 2d session, II. pt. 1, No. 2, pages 14-15, 31-33.
2636. SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 36th Congress, 2d session, I. No. 1, page 24. The Report of the Secretary of the Navy, 1859, 
contains this ambiguous passage: “What the effect of breaking up the trade will be upon the United States or Cuba it is not necessary 
to inquire; certainly, under the laws of Congress and our treaty obligations, it is the duty of the executive government to see that our 
citizens shall not be engaged in it”: SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 36th Congress, 1st session, III. No. 2, pages 1138-9.
2637. SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 36th Congress, 2d session, III. pt. 1, No. 1, pages 8-9.
2638. STATUTES AT LARGE, XII. 40.
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script]
was read and passed to a second reading.” June 22d, ordered to
be printed. SENATE JOURNAL, 33rd Congress, 1st session, pages 448,
451; CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 33rd Congress, 1st session, pages 1456,
1461, 1472.

June 26, Monday: In the afternoon Henry Thoreau took his boat to Purple Utricularia Shore on the Sudbury River.

The US Senate approved the bill that had been proposed by Senator Clayton on May 22d.

“A bill for the more effectual suppression of the slave trade
in American built vessels.”

 June 26. Monday. P.M. — Up river to Purple Utricularia Shore.

Cornus sericca, yesterday at least. Small front-rank polygonum, a smut-like blast in the flower. Small form
of arrowhead in Hubbard's aster meadow, apparently several days. I am struck, as I look toward the Dennis
shore from the bathing-place, with the peculiar agreeable dark shade of June, a clear air, and bluish light on the
grass and bright silvery light reflected from fresh green leaves. Sparganium, apparently ramosum, two or
three days. The largest apparently the same, but very rarely in blossom; found one, however, with a branched
scape, but not concave leaves except below. Gratiola. Cicuta maculata, apparently to-morrow.

 December: Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E.Burghardt Du Bois: “Reports of the 
Secretary of the Navy.” –HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 33 Cong. 2 sess. I. pt. 2, No. 1, pt. 2, pp. 386-7; 34 
Cong. 1 sess. I. pt. 3, No. 1, pt. 3, p. 5.2639

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: A somewhat more sincere and determined
effort to enforce the slave-trade laws now followed; and yet it
is a significant fact that not until Lincoln’s administration
did a slave-trader suffer death for violating the laws of the
United States. The participation of Americans in the trade

2639. THE REPORTS OF THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY are found among the documents accompanying the annual messages of the 
President.

[Tran

“Upriver,” “To Fairhaven,” and “To Clamshell” were other common
opening phrases. This signified a southward trip up the lakelike
Sudbury River, which zigzagged between rocky cliffs and lush
meadows. Its current could be detected only at narrows and
shallows. Parallel lines of sweet-scented lily pads, aquatic
flowers rooted in shoreline mud, and buttonbush swamps flanked
the river for much of its length. With a breeze from the north
or east, he would usually sail. Otherwise he would row.

— Professor Robert M. Thorson, THE BOATMAN, page 11

THE ACTUAL JOURNAL
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continued, declining somewhat between 1825 and 1830, and then
reviving, until it reached its highest activity between 1840 and
1860. The development of a vast internal slave-trade, and the
consequent rise in the South of vested interests strongly
opposed to slave smuggling, led to a falling off in the illicit
introduction of Negroes after 1825, until the fifties;
nevertheless, smuggling never entirely ceased, and large numbers
were thus added to the plantations of the Gulf States.
Monroe had various constitutional scruples as to the execution
of the Act of 1819;2640 but, as Congress took no action, he at
last put a fair interpretation on his powers, and appointed
Samuel Bacon as an agent in Africa to form a settlement for
recaptured Africans. Gradually the agency thus formed became
merged with that of the Colonization Society on Cape Mesurado;
and from this union Liberia was finally evolved.2641

Meantime, during the years 1818 to 1820, the activity of the
slave-traders was prodigious. General James Tallmadge declared
in the House, February 15, 1819: “Our laws are already highly
penal against their introduction, and yet, it is a well known
fact, that about fourteen thousand slaves have been brought into
our country this last year.”2642 In the same year Middleton of
South Carolina and Wright of Virginia estimated illicit
introduction at 13,000 and 15,000 respectively.2643 Judge Story,
in charging a jury, took occasion to say: “We have but too many
proofs from unquestionable sources, that it [the slave-trade]
is still carried on with all the implacable rapacity of former
times. Avarice has grown more subtle in its evasions, and
watches and seizes its prey with an appetite quickened rather
than suppressed by its guilty vigils. American citizens are
steeped to their very mouths (I can hardly use too bold a figure)
in this stream of iniquity.”2644 The following year, 1820,
brought some significant statements from various members of
Congress. Said Smith of South Carolina: “Pharaoh was, for his
temerity, drowned in the Red Sea, in pursuing them [the
Israelites] contrary to God’s express will; but our Northern
friends have not been afraid even of that, in their zeal to
furnish the Southern States with Africans. They are better
seamen than Pharaoh, and calculate by that means to elude the
vigilance of Heaven; which they seem to disregard, if they can
but elude the violated laws of their country.”2645 As late as May
he saw little hope of suppressing the traffic.2646 Sergeant of
Pennsylvania declared: “It is notorious that, in spite of the
utmost vigilance that can be employed, African negroes are
clandestinely brought in and sold as slaves.”2647 Plumer of New

2640. Attorney-General Wirt advised him, October, 1819, that no part of the appropriation could be used to purchase land in Africa 
or tools for the Negroes, or as salary for the agent: OPINIONS OF ATTORNEYS-GENERAL, I. 314-7. Monroe laid the case before 
Congress in a special message Dec. 20, 1819 (HOUSE JOURNAL, 16th Congress 1st session, page 57); but no action was taken there.
2641. Cf. Kendall’s Report, August, 1830: SENATE DOCUMENT, 21st Congress 2d session, I. No. 1, pages 211-8; also see below, 
Chapter X.
2642. Speech in the House of Representatives, Feb. 15, 1819, page 18; published in Boston, 1849.
2643. Jay, INQUIRY INTO AMERICAN COLONIZATION (1838), page 59, note.
2644. Quoted in Friends’ FACTS AND OBSERVATIONS ON THE SLAVE TRADE (ed. 1841), pages 7-8.
2645. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 16th Congress 1st session, pages 270-1.
2646. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 16th Congress 1st session, page 698.
2647. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 16th Congress 1st session, page 1207.
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Hampshire stated that “of the unhappy beings, thus in violation
of all laws transported to our shores, and thrown by force into
the mass of our black population, scarcely one in a hundred is
ever detected by the officers of the General Government, in a
part of the country, where, if we are to believe the statement
of Governor Rabun, ‘an officer who would perform his duty, by
attempting to enforce the law [against the slave trade] is, by
many, considered as an officious meddler, and treated with
derision and contempt;’ ... I have been told by a gentleman, who
has attended particularly to this subject, that ten thousand
slaves were in one year smuggled into the United States; and
that, even for the last year, we must count the number not by
hundreds, but by thousands.”2648 In 1821 a committee of Congress
characterized prevailing methods as those “of the grossest fraud
that could be practised to deceive the officers of
government.”2649 Another committee, in 1822, after a careful
examination of the subject, declare that they “find it
impossible to measure with precision the effect produced upon
the American branch of the slave trade by the laws above
mentioned, and the seizures under them. They are unable to
state, whether those American merchants, the American capital
and seamen which heretofore aided in this traffic, have
abandoned it altogether, or have sought shelter under the flags
of other nations.” They then state the suspicious circumstance
that, with the disappearance of the American flag from the
traffic, “the trade, notwithstanding, increases annually, under
the flags of other nations.” They complain of the spasmodic
efforts of the executive. They say that the first United States
cruiser arrived on the African coast in March, 1820, and
remained a “few weeks;” that since then four others had in two
years made five visits in all; but “since the middle of last
November, the commencement of the healthy season on that coast,
no vessel has been, nor, as your committee is informed, is, under
orders for that service.”2650 The United States African agent,
Ayres, reported in 1823: “I was informed by an American officer
who had been on the coast in 1820, that he had boarded 20
American vessels in one morning, lying in the port of Gallinas,
and fitted for the reception of slaves. It is a lamentable fact,
that most of the harbours, between the Senegal and the line,
were visited by an equal number of American vessels, and for the
sole purpose of carrying away slaves. Although for some years
the coast had been occasionally visited by our cruizers, their
short stay and seldom appearance had made but slight impression
on those traders, rendered hardy by repetition of crime, and
avaricious by excessive gain. They were enabled by a regular
system to gain intelligence of any cruizer being on the
coast.”2651

2648. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 16th Congress 1st session, page 1433.
2649. Referring particularly to the case of the slaver “Plattsburg.” Cf. HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress 1st session, II. No. 92, page 
10.
2650. HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress 1st session, II. No. 92, page 2. The President had in his message spoken in exhilarating tones 
of the success of the government in suppressing the trade. The House Committee appointed in pursuance of this passage made the 
above report. Their conclusions are confirmed by British reports: PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1822, Vol. XXII., SLAVE TRADE, 
Further Papers, III. page 44. So, too, in 1823, Ashmun, the African agent, reports that thousands of slaves are being abducted.
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Even such spasmodic efforts bore abundant fruit, and indicated
what vigorous measures might have accomplished. Between May,
1818, and November, 1821, nearly six hundred Africans were
recaptured and eleven American slavers taken.2652 Such measures
gradually changed the character of the trade, and opened the
international phase of the question. American slavers cleared
for foreign ports, there took a foreign flag and papers, and
then sailed boldly past American cruisers, although their real
character was often well known. More stringent clearance laws
and consular instructions might have greatly reduced this
practice; but nothing was ever done, and gradually the laws
became in large measure powerless to deal with the bulk of the
illicit trade. In 1820, September 16, a British officer, in his
official report, declares that, in spite of United States laws,
“American vessels, American subjects, and American capital, are
unquestionably engaged in the trade, though under other colours
and in disguise.”2653 The United States ship “Cyane” at one time
reported ten captures within a few days, adding: “Although they
are evidently owned by Americans, they are so completely covered
by Spanish papers that it is impossible to condemn them.”2654 The
governor of Sierra Leone reported the rivers Nunez and Pongas
full of renegade European and American slave-traders;2655 the
trade was said to be carried on “to an extent that almost
staggers belief.”2656 Down to 1824 or 1825, reports from all
quarters prove this activity in slave-trading.
The execution of the laws within the country exhibits grave
defects and even criminal negligence. Attorney-General Wirt
finds it necessary to assure collectors, in 1819, that “it is
against public policy to dispense with prosecutions for
violation of the law to prohibit the Slave trade.”2657 One
district attorney writes: “It appears to be almost impossible
to enforce the laws of the United States against offenders after
the negroes have been landed in the state.”2658 Again, it is
asserted that “when vessels engaged in the slave trade have been
detained by the American cruizers, and sent into the slave-
holding states, there appears at once a difficulty in securing
the freedom to these captives which the laws of the United States
have decreed for them.”2659 In some cases, one man would smuggle
in the Africans and hide them in the woods; then his partner

2651. Ayres to the Secretary of the Navy, Feb. 24, 1823; reprinted in FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE (1824), page 
31.
2652. HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress 1st session, II. No. 92, pages 5-6. The slavers were the “Ramirez,” “Endymion,” 
“Esperanza,” “Plattsburg,” “Science,” “Alexander,” “Eugene,” “Mathilde,” “Daphne,” “Eliza,” and “La Pensée.” In these 573 
Africans were taken. The naval officers were greatly handicapped by the size of the ships, etc. (cf. FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN 
SLAVE-TRADE (1824), pages 33-41). They nevertheless acted with great zeal.
2653. PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1821, Vol. XXIII., SLAVE TRADE, Further Papers, A, page 76. The names and description of a 
dozen or more American slavers are given: PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1821, Vol. XXIII., SLAVE TRADE, Further Papers, A, pages 
18-21.
2654. HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress 1st session, II. No. 92, pages 15-20.
2655. HOUSE DOCUMENT, 18th Congress 1st session, VI. No. 119, page 13.
2656. PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1823, Vol. XVIII., SLAVE TRADE, Further Papers, A, pages 10-11.
2657. OPINIONS OF ATTORNEYS-GENERAL, V. 717.
2658. R.W. Habersham to the Secretary of the Navy, August, 1821; reprinted in FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE 
(1824), page 47.
2659. FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE (1824), page 42.
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would “rob” him, and so all trace be lost.2660 Perhaps 350
Africans were officially reported as brought in contrary to law
from 1818 to 1820: the absurdity of this figure is apparent.2661

A circular letter to the marshals, in 1821, brought reports of
only a few well-known cases, like that of the “General Ramirez;”
the marshal of Louisiana had “no information.”2662

There appears to be little positive evidence of a large illicit
importation into the country for a decade after 1825. It is
hardly possible, however, considering the activity in the trade,
that slaves were not largely imported. Indeed, when we note how
the laws were continually broken in other respects, absence of
evidence of petty smuggling becomes presumptive evidence that
collusive or tacit understanding of officers and citizens
allowed the trade to some extent.2663 Finally, it must be noted
that during all this time scarcely a man suffered for
participating in the trade, beyond the loss of the Africans and,
more rarely, of his ship. Red-handed slavers, caught in the act
and convicted, were too often, like La Coste of South Carolina,
the subjects of executive clemency.2664 In certain cases there
were those who even had the effrontery to ask Congress to cancel
their own laws. For instance, in 1819 a Venezuelan privateer,
secretly fitted out and manned by Americans in Baltimore,
succeeded in capturing several American, Portuguese, and Spanish
slavers, and appropriating the slaves; being finally wrecked
herself, she transferred her crew and slaves to one of her
prizes, the “Antelope,” which was eventually captured by a
United States cruiser and the 280 Africans sent to Georgia.
After much litigation, the United States Supreme Court ordered
those captured from Spaniards to be surrendered, and the others
to be returned to Africa. By some mysterious process, only 139
Africans now remained, 100 of whom were sent to Africa. The
Spanish claimants of the remaining thirty-nine sold them to a
certain Mr. Wilde, who gave bond to transport them out of the
country. Finally, in December, 1827, there came an innocent
petition to Congress to cancel this bond.2665 A bill to that effect
passed and was approved, May 2, 1828,2666 and in consequence
these Africans remained as slaves in Georgia.
On the whole, it is plain that, although in the period from 1807
to 1820 Congress laid down broad lines of legislation
sufficient, save in some details, to suppress the African slave
trade to America, yet the execution of these laws was criminally
lax. Moreover, by the facility with which slavers could disguise
their identity, it was possible for them to escape even a
vigorous enforcement of our laws. This situation could properly
be met only by energetic and sincere international co-
operation....2667

2660. FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE (1824), page 43.
2661. Cf. above, pages 126-7.
2662. FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE (1824), page 42.
2663. A few accounts of captures here and there would make the matter less suspicious; these, however, do not occur. How large 
this suspected illicit traffic was, it is of course impossible to say; there is no reason why it may not have reached many hundreds per 
year.
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 In the Victoria colony of southeastern Australia, named of course after the queen, a law was passed to restrict 
Chinese immigration, which had soared during the recent gold rush. The new law stipulated that there would 
be a poll (head) tax on each Chinese immigrant. (Presumably this wasn’t Queen Victoria’s fiat but something 
dreamed up locally.)

William Henry Harvey’s “Some account of the marine botany of the colony of Western Australia,” in 
Transactions of the Royal Irish Academy (22:525-566). Also, his “Algae,” in J.D. Hooker’s THE BOTANY OF 
THE ANTARCTIC VOYAGE 2: FLORA NOVA-ZELANDIAE II (London: pages 211-266, plates 107-121).

 The Southern Commercial Convention, meeting in New Orleans, Louisiana, considered the need to secure a 
repeal of the slave-trade laws:

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: The growth of the movement is best
followed in the action of the Southern Commercial Convention,
an annual gathering which seems to have been fairly
representative of a considerable part of Southern opinion. In
the convention that met at New Orleans in 1855, McGimsey of
Louisiana introduced a resolution instructing the Southern
Congressmen to secure the repeal of the slave-trade laws. This
resolution went to the Committee on Resolutions, and was not

2664. Cf. editorial in Niles’s Register, XXII. 114. Cf. also the following instances of pardons: — 
PRESIDENT JEFFERSON: March 1, 1808, Phillip M. Topham, convicted for “carrying on an illegal slave-trade” (pardoned twice). 
PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, I. 146, 148-9.
PRESIDENT MADISON: July 29, 1809, 15 vessels arrived at New Orleans from Cuba, with 666 white persons and 683 negroes. 
Every penalty incurred under the Act of 1807 was remitted. (Note: “Several other pardons of this nature were granted.”) PARDONS 
AND REMISSIONS, I. 179.
Nov. 8, 1809, John Hopkins and Lewis Le Roy, convicted for importing a slave. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, I. 184-5.
Feb. 12, 1810, William Sewall, convicted for importing slaves. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, I. 194, 235, 240.
May 5, 1812, William Babbit, convicted for importing slaves. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, I. 248.
PRESIDENT MONROE: June 11, 1822, Thomas Shields, convicted for bringing slaves into New Orleans. PARDONS AND 
REMISSIONS, IV. 15.
Aug. 24, 1822, J.F. Smith, sentenced to five years’ imprisonment and $3000 fine; served twenty-five months and was then pardoned. 
PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 22.
July 23, 1823, certain parties liable to penalties for introducing slaves into Alabama. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 63.
Aug. 15, 1823, owners of schooner “Mary,” convicted of importing slaves. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 66.
PRESIDENT J.Q. ADAMS: March 4, 1826, Robert Perry; his ship was forfeited for slave-trading. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 
140.
Jan. 17, 1827, Jesse Perry; forfeited ship, and was convicted for introducing slaves. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 158.
Feb. 13, 1827, Zenas Winston; incurred penalties for slave-trading. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 161. The four following cases 
are similar to that of Winston: — 
Feb. 24, 1827, John Tucker and William Morbon. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 162.
March 25, 1828, Joseph Badger. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 192.
Feb. 19, 1829, L.R. Wallace. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 215.
PRESIDENT JACKSON: Five cases. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 225, 270, 301, 393, 440.
The above cases were taken from manuscript copies of the Washington records, made by Mr. W.C. Endicott, Jr., and kindly loaned 
me.
2665. See SENATE JOURNAL, 20th Congress 1st session, pages 60, 66, 340, 341, 343, 348, 352, 355; HOUSE JOURNAL, 20th Congress 
1st session, pages 59, 76, 123, 134, 156, 169, 173, 279, 634, 641, 646, 647, 688, 692.
2666. STATUTES AT LARGE, VI. 376.

1855

THE TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY
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reported.2668 In 1856, in the convention at Savannah, W.B.
Goulden of Georgia moved that the members of Congress be
requested to bestir themselves energetically to have repealed
all laws which forbade the slave-trade. By a vote of 67 to 18
the convention refused to debate the motion, but appointed a
committee to present at the next convention the facts relating
to a reopening of the trade.2669 In regard to this action a
pamphlet of the day said: “There were introduced into the
convention two leading measures, viz.: the laying of a State
tariff on northern goods, and the reopening of the slave-trade;
the one to advance our commercial interest, the other our
agricultural interest, and which, when taken together, as they
were doubtless intended to be, and although they have each been
attacked by presses of doubtful service to the South, are
characterized in the private judgment of politicians as one of
the completest southern remedies ever submitted to popular
action.... The proposition to revive, or more properly to
reopen, the slave trade is as yet but imperfectly understood,
in its intentions and probable results, by the people of the
South, and but little appreciated by them. It has been received
in all parts of the country with an undefined sort of repugnance,
a sort of squeamishness, which is incident to all such
violations of moral prejudices, and invariably wears off on
familiarity with the subject. The South will commence by
enduring, and end by embracing the project.”2670 The matter being
now fully before the public through these motions, Governor
Adams’s message, and newspaper and pamphlet discussion, the
radical party pushed the project with all energy.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: This record of the Commercial
Conventions probably gives a true reflection of the development
of extreme opinion on the question of reopening the slave-trade.
First, it is noticeable that on this point there was a distinct
divergence of opinion and interest between the Gulf and the
Border States, and it was this more than any moral repugnance
that checked the radicals. The whole movement represented the
economic revolt of the slave-consuming cotton-belt against their
base of labor supply. This revolt was only prevented from
gaining its ultimate end by the fact that the Gulf States could
not get on without the active political co-operation of the
Border States. Thus, although such hot-heads as Spratt were not
able, even as late as 1859, to carry a substantial majority of
the South with them in an attempt to reopen the trade at all

2667. Among interesting minor proceedings in this period were two Senate bills to register slaves so as to prevent illegal 
importation. They were both dropped in the House; a House proposition to the same effect also came to nothing: SENATE JOURNAL, 
15th Congress 1st session, pages 147, 152, 157, 165, 170, 188, 201, 203, 232, 237; 15th Congress 2d session, pages 63, 74, 77, 202, 
207, 285, 291, 297; HOUSE JOURNAL, 15th Congress 1st session, page 332; 15th Congress 2d session, pages 303, 305, 316; 16th 
Congress 1st session, page 150. Another proposition was contained in the Meigs resolution presented to the House, Feb. 5, 1820, 
which proposed to devote the public lands to the suppression of the slave-trade. This was ruled out of order. It was presented again 
and laid on the table in 1821: HOUSE JOURNAL, 16th Congress 1st session, pages 196, 200, 227; 16th Congress 2d session, page 238.
2668. De Bow’s Review, XVIII. 628.
2669. De Bow’s Review, XXII. 91, 102, 217, 221-2.
2670. From a pamphlet entitled “A New Southern Policy, or the Slave Trade as meaning Union and Conservatism;” quoted in 
Etheridge’s speech, February 21, 1857: CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 34th Congress, 3d session, Appendix, page 366.

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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hazards, yet the agitation did succeed in sweeping away nearly
all theoretical opposition to the trade, and left the majority
of Southern people in an attitude which regarded the reopening
of the African slave-trade as merely a question of expediency.
This growth of Southern opinion is clearly to be followed in the
newspapers and pamphlets of the day, in Congress, and in many
significant movements. The Charleston Standard in a series of
articles strongly advocated the reopening of the trade; the
Richmond Examiner, though opposing the scheme as a Virginia
paper should, was brought to “acknowledge that the laws which
condemn the Slave-trade imply an aspersion upon the character
of the South.2671 In March, 1859, the National Era said: “There
can be no doubt that the idea of reviving the African Slave Trade
is gaining ground in the South. Some two months ago we could
quote strong articles from ultra Southern journals against the
traffic; but of late we have been sorry to observe in the same
journals an ominous silence upon the subject, while the
advocates of ‘free trade in negroes’ are earnest and active.”2672

The Savannah Republican, which at first declared the movement
to be of no serious intent, conceded, in 1859, that it was
gaining favor, and that nine-tenths of the Democratic
Congressional Convention favored it, and that even those who did
not advocate a revival demanded the abolition of the laws.2673 A
correspondent from South Carolina writes, December 18, 1859:
“The nefarious project of opening it [i.e., the slave trade] has
been started here in that prurient temper of the times which
manifests itself in disunion schemes.... My State is strangely
and terribly infected with all this sort of thing.... One
feeling that gives a countenance to the opening of the slave
trade is, that it will be a sort of spite to the North and
defiance of their opinions.”2674 The New Orleans Delta declared
that those who voted for the slave-trade in Congress were men
“whose names will be honored hereafter for the unflinching
manner in which they stood up for principle, for truth, and
consistency, as well as the vital interests of the South.”2675

 December: Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: “Reports of the 
Secretary of the Navy.” –HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 33 Cong. 2 sess. I. pt. 2, No. 1, pt. 2, pp. 386-7; 34 
Cong. 1 sess. I. pt. 3, No. 1, pt. 3, p. 5.2676

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: A somewhat more sincere and determined
effort to enforce the slave-trade laws now followed; and yet it
is a significant fact that not until Lincoln’s administration
did a slave-trader suffer death for violating the laws of the
United States. The participation of Americans in the trade

2671. Quoted in 24TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, page 54.
2672. Quoted in 26TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, page 43.
2673. 27TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, pages 19-20.
2674. Letter of W.C. Preston, in the National Intelligencer, April 3, 1863. Also published in the pamphlet, THE AFRICAN SLAVE 
TRADE: THE SECRET PURPOSE, etc., page 26.
2675. Quoted in Etheridge’s speech: CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 34th Congress, 3d session, Appendix, page 366.
2676. THE REPORTS OF THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY are found among the documents accompanying the annual messages of the 
President.
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continued, declining somewhat between 1825 and 1830, and then
reviving, until it reached its highest activity between 1840 and
1860. The development of a vast internal slave-trade, and the
consequent rise in the South of vested interests strongly
opposed to slave smuggling, led to a falling off in the illicit
introduction of Negroes after 1825, until the fifties;
nevertheless, smuggling never entirely ceased, and large numbers
were thus added to the plantations of the Gulf States.
Monroe had various constitutional scruples as to the execution
of the Act of 1819;2677 but, as Congress took no action, he at
last put a fair interpretation on his powers, and appointed
Samuel Bacon as an agent in Africa to form a settlement for
recaptured Africans. Gradually the agency thus formed became
merged with that of the Colonization Society on Cape Mesurado;
and from this union Liberia was finally evolved.2678

Meantime, during the years 1818 to 1820, the activity of the
slave-traders was prodigious. General James Tallmadge declared
in the House, February 15, 1819: “Our laws are already highly
penal against their introduction, and yet, it is a well known
fact, that about fourteen thousand slaves have been brought into
our country this last year.”2679 In the same year Middleton of
South Carolina and Wright of Virginia estimated illicit
introduction at 13,000 and 15,000 respectively.2680 Judge Story,
in charging a jury, took occasion to say: “We have but too many
proofs from unquestionable sources, that it [the slave-trade]
is still carried on with all the implacable rapacity of former
times. Avarice has grown more subtle in its evasions, and
watches and seizes its prey with an appetite quickened rather
than suppressed by its guilty vigils. American citizens are
steeped to their very mouths (I can hardly use too bold a figure)
in this stream of iniquity.”2681 The following year, 1820,
brought some significant statements from various members of
Congress. Said Smith of South Carolina: “Pharaoh was, for his
temerity, drowned in the Red Sea, in pursuing them [the
Israelites] contrary to God’s express will; but our Northern
friends have not been afraid even of that, in their zeal to
furnish the Southern States with Africans. They are better
seamen than Pharaoh, and calculate by that means to elude the
vigilance of Heaven; which they seem to disregard, if they can
but elude the violated laws of their country.”2682 As late as May
he saw little hope of suppressing the traffic.2683 Sergeant of
Pennsylvania declared: “It is notorious that, in spite of the
utmost vigilance that can be employed, African negroes are
clandestinely brought in and sold as slaves.”2684 Plumer of New

2677. Attorney-General Wirt advised him, October, 1819, that no part of the appropriation could be used to purchase land in Africa 
or tools for the Negroes, or as salary for the agent: OPINIONS OF ATTORNEYS-GENERAL, I. 314-7. Monroe laid the case before 
Congress in a special message Dec. 20, 1819 (HOUSE JOURNAL, 16th Congress 1st session, page 57); but no action was taken there.
2678. Cf. Kendall’s Report, August, 1830: SENATE DOCUMENT, 21st Congress 2d session, I. No. 1, pages 211-8; also see below, 
Chapter X.
2679. Speech in the House of Representatives, Feb. 15, 1819, page 18; published in Boston, 1849.
2680. Jay, INQUIRY INTO AMERICAN COLONIZATION (1838), page 59, note.
2681. Quoted in Friends’ FACTS AND OBSERVATIONS ON THE SLAVE TRADE (ed. 1841), pages 7-8.
2682. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 16th Congress 1st session, pages 270-1.
2683. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 16th Congress 1st session, page 698.
2684. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 16th Congress 1st session, page 1207.
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Hampshire stated that “of the unhappy beings, thus in violation
of all laws transported to our shores, and thrown by force into
the mass of our black population, scarcely one in a hundred is
ever detected by the officers of the General Government, in a
part of the country, where, if we are to believe the statement
of Governor Rabun, ‘an officer who would perform his duty, by
attempting to enforce the law [against the slave trade] is, by
many, considered as an officious meddler, and treated with
derision and contempt;’ ... I have been told by a gentleman, who
has attended particularly to this subject, that ten thousand
slaves were in one year smuggled into the United States; and
that, even for the last year, we must count the number not by
hundreds, but by thousands.”2685 In 1821 a committee of Congress
characterized prevailing methods as those “of the grossest fraud
that could be practised to deceive the officers of
government.”2686 Another committee, in 1822, after a careful
examination of the subject, declare that they “find it
impossible to measure with precision the effect produced upon
the American branch of the slave trade by the laws above
mentioned, and the seizures under them. They are unable to
state, whether those American merchants, the American capital
and seamen which heretofore aided in this traffic, have
abandoned it altogether, or have sought shelter under the flags
of other nations.” They then state the suspicious circumstance
that, with the disappearance of the American flag from the
traffic, “the trade, notwithstanding, increases annually, under
the flags of other nations.” They complain of the spasmodic
efforts of the executive. They say that the first United States
cruiser arrived on the African coast in March, 1820, and
remained a “few weeks;” that since then four others had in two
years made five visits in all; but “since the middle of last
November, the commencement of the healthy season on that coast,
no vessel has been, nor, as your committee is informed, is, under
orders for that service.”2687 The United States African agent,
Ayres, reported in 1823: “I was informed by an American officer
who had been on the coast in 1820, that he had boarded 20
American vessels in one morning, lying in the port of Gallinas,
and fitted for the reception of slaves. It is a lamentable fact,
that most of the harbours, between the Senegal and the line,
were visited by an equal number of American vessels, and for the
sole purpose of carrying away slaves. Although for some years
the coast had been occasionally visited by our cruizers, their
short stay and seldom appearance had made but slight impression
on those traders, rendered hardy by repetition of crime, and
avaricious by excessive gain. They were enabled by a regular
system to gain intelligence of any cruizer being on the
coast.”2688

2685. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 16th Congress 1st session, page 1433.
2686. Referring particularly to the case of the slaver “Plattsburg.” Cf. HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress 1st session, II. No. 92, page 
10.
2687. HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress 1st session, II. No. 92, page 2. The President had in his message spoken in exhilarating tones 
of the success of the government in suppressing the trade. The House Committee appointed in pursuance of this passage made the 
above report. Their conclusions are confirmed by British reports: PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1822, Vol. XXII., SLAVE TRADE, 
Further Papers, III. page 44. So, too, in 1823, Ashmun, the African agent, reports that thousands of slaves are being abducted.
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Even such spasmodic efforts bore abundant fruit, and indicated
what vigorous measures might have accomplished. Between May,
1818, and November, 1821, nearly six hundred Africans were
recaptured and eleven American slavers taken.2689 Such measures
gradually changed the character of the trade, and opened the
international phase of the question. American slavers cleared
for foreign ports, there took a foreign flag and papers, and
then sailed boldly past American cruisers, although their real
character was often well known. More stringent clearance laws
and consular instructions might have greatly reduced this
practice; but nothing was ever done, and gradually the laws
became in large measure powerless to deal with the bulk of the
illicit trade. In 1820, September 16, a British officer, in his
official report, declares that, in spite of United States laws,
“American vessels, American subjects, and American capital, are
unquestionably engaged in the trade, though under other colours
and in disguise.”2690 The United States ship “Cyane” at one time
reported ten captures within a few days, adding: “Although they
are evidently owned by Americans, they are so completely covered
by Spanish papers that it is impossible to condemn them.”2691 The
governor of Sierra Leone reported the rivers Nunez and Pongas
full of renegade European and American slave-traders;2692 the
trade was said to be carried on “to an extent that almost
staggers belief.”2693 Down to 1824 or 1825, reports from all
quarters prove this activity in slave-trading.
The execution of the laws within the country exhibits grave
defects and even criminal negligence. Attorney-General Wirt
finds it necessary to assure collectors, in 1819, that “it is
against public policy to dispense with prosecutions for
violation of the law to prohibit the Slave trade.”2694 One
district attorney writes: “It appears to be almost impossible
to enforce the laws of the United States against offenders after
the negroes have been landed in the state.”2695 Again, it is
asserted that “when vessels engaged in the slave trade have been
detained by the American cruizers, and sent into the slave-
holding states, there appears at once a difficulty in securing
the freedom to these captives which the laws of the United States
have decreed for them.”2696 In some cases, one man would smuggle
in the Africans and hide them in the woods; then his partner

2688. Ayres to the Secretary of the Navy, Feb. 24, 1823; reprinted in FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE (1824), page 
31.
2689. HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress 1st session, II. No. 92, pages 5-6. The slavers were the “Ramirez,” “Endymion,” 
“Esperanza,” “Plattsburg,” “Science,” “Alexander,” “Eugene,” “Mathilde,” “Daphne,” “Eliza,” and “La Pensée.” In these 573 
Africans were taken. The naval officers were greatly handicapped by the size of the ships, etc. (cf. FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN 
SLAVE-TRADE (1824), pages 33-41). They nevertheless acted with great zeal.
2690. PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1821, Vol. XXIII., SLAVE TRADE, Further Papers, A, page 76. The names and description of a 
dozen or more American slavers are given: PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1821, Vol. XXIII., SLAVE TRADE, Further Papers, A, pages 
18-21.
2691. HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress 1st session, II. No. 92, pages 15-20.
2692. HOUSE DOCUMENT, 18th Congress 1st session, VI. No. 119, page 13.
2693. PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1823, Vol. XVIII., SLAVE TRADE, Further Papers, A, pages 10-11.
2694. OPINIONS OF ATTORNEYS-GENERAL, V. 717.
2695. R.W. Habersham to the Secretary of the Navy, August, 1821; reprinted in FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE 
(1824), page 47.
2696. FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE (1824), page 42.
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would “rob” him, and so all trace be lost.2697 Perhaps 350
Africans were officially reported as brought in contrary to law
from 1818 to 1820: the absurdity of this figure is apparent.2698

A circular letter to the marshals, in 1821, brought reports of
only a few well-known cases, like that of the “General Ramirez;”
the marshal of Louisiana had “no information.”2699

There appears to be little positive evidence of a large illicit
importation into the country for a decade after 1825. It is
hardly possible, however, considering the activity in the trade,
that slaves were not largely imported. Indeed, when we note how
the laws were continually broken in other respects, absence of
evidence of petty smuggling becomes presumptive evidence that
collusive or tacit understanding of officers and citizens
allowed the trade to some extent.2700 Finally, it must be noted
that during all this time scarcely a man suffered for
participating in the trade, beyond the loss of the Africans and,
more rarely, of his ship. Red-handed slavers, caught in the act
and convicted, were too often, like La Coste of South Carolina,
the subjects of executive clemency.2701 In certain cases there
were those who even had the effrontery to ask Congress to cancel
their own laws. For instance, in 1819 a Venezuelan privateer,
secretly fitted out and manned by Americans in Baltimore,
succeeded in capturing several American, Portuguese, and Spanish
slavers, and appropriating the slaves; being finally wrecked
herself, she transferred her crew and slaves to one of her
prizes, the “Antelope,” which was eventually captured by a
United States cruiser and the 280 Africans sent to Georgia.
After much litigation, the United States Supreme Court ordered
those captured from Spaniards to be surrendered, and the others
to be returned to Africa. By some mysterious process, only 139
Africans now remained, 100 of whom were sent to Africa. The
Spanish claimants of the remaining thirty-nine sold them to a
certain Mr. Wilde, who gave bond to transport them out of the
country. Finally, in December, 1827, there came an innocent
petition to Congress to cancel this bond.2702 A bill to that effect
passed and was approved, May 2, 1828,2703 and in consequence
these Africans remained as slaves in Georgia.
On the whole, it is plain that, although in the period from 1807
to 1820 Congress laid down broad lines of legislation
sufficient, save in some details, to suppress the African slave
trade to America, yet the execution of these laws was criminally
lax. Moreover, by the facility with which slavers could disguise
their identity, it was possible for them to escape even a
vigorous enforcement of our laws. This situation could properly
be met only by energetic and sincere international co-
operation....2704

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: During the decade there was some attempt

2697. FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE (1824), page 43.
2698. Cf. above, pages 126-7.
2699. FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE (1824), page 42.
2700. A few accounts of captures here and there would make the matter less suspicious; these, however, do not occur. How large 
this suspected illicit traffic was, it is of course impossible to say; there is no reason why it may not have reached many hundreds per 
year.

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY

HDT WHAT? INDEX
at reactionary legislation, chiefly directed at the Treaty of
Washington. June 13, 1854, Slidell, from the Committee on
Foreign Relations, made an elaborate report to the Senate,
advocating the abrogation of the 8th Article of that treaty, on
the ground that it was costly, fatal to the health of the
sailors, and useless, as the trade had actually increased under
its operation.2705 Both this and a similar attempt in the House
failed,2706 as did also an attempt to substitute life
imprisonment for the death penalty.2707 Most of the actual
legislation naturally took the form of appropriations. In 1853
there was an attempt to appropriate $20,000.2708 This failed, and
the appropriation of $8,000 in 1856 was the first for ten
years.2709 The following year brought a similar
appropriation,2710 and in 18592711 and 18602712 $75,000 and
$40,000 respectively were appropriated. Of attempted
legislation to strengthen the laws there was plenty: e.g.,
propositions to regulate the issue of sea-letters and the use
of our flag;2713 to prevent the “coolie” trade, or the bringing
in of “apprentices” or “African laborers;”2714 to stop the
coastwise trade;2715 to assent to a Right of Search;2716 and to
amend the Constitution by forever prohibiting the slave-
trade.2717

The efforts of the executive during this period were criminally
lax and negligent. “The General Government did not exert itself
in good faith to carry out either its treaty stipulations or the
legislation of Congress in regard to the matter. If a vessel was
captured, her owners were permitted to bond her, and thus
continue her in the trade; and if any man was convicted of this

2701. Cf. editorial in Niles’s Register, XXII. 114. Cf. also the following instances of pardons: — 
PRESIDENT JEFFERSON: March 1, 1808, Phillip M. Topham, convicted for “carrying on an illegal slave-trade” (pardoned twice). 
PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, I. 146, 148-9.
PRESIDENT MADISON: July 29, 1809, 15 vessels arrived at New Orleans from Cuba, with 666 white persons and 683 negroes. 
Every penalty incurred under the Act of 1807 was remitted. (Note: “Several other pardons of this nature were granted.”) PARDONS 
AND REMISSIONS, I. 179.
Nov. 8, 1809, John Hopkins and Lewis Le Roy, convicted for importing a slave. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, I. 184-5.
Feb. 12, 1810, William Sewall, convicted for importing slaves. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, I. 194, 235, 240.
May 5, 1812, William Babbit, convicted for importing slaves. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, I. 248.
PRESIDENT MONROE: June 11, 1822, Thomas Shields, convicted for bringing slaves into New Orleans. PARDONS AND 
REMISSIONS, IV. 15.
Aug. 24, 1822, J.F. Smith, sentenced to five years’ imprisonment and $3000 fine; served twenty-five months and was then pardoned. 
PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 22.
July 23, 1823, certain parties liable to penalties for introducing slaves into Alabama. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 63.
Aug. 15, 1823, owners of schooner “Mary,” convicted of importing slaves. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 66.
PRESIDENT J.Q. ADAMS: March 4, 1826, Robert Perry; his ship was forfeited for slave-trading. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 
140.
Jan. 17, 1827, Jesse Perry; forfeited ship, and was convicted for introducing slaves. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 158.
Feb. 13, 1827, Zenas Winston; incurred penalties for slave-trading. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 161. The four following cases 
are similar to that of Winston: — 
Feb. 24, 1827, John Tucker and William Morbon. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 162.
March 25, 1828, Joseph Badger. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 192.
Feb. 19, 1829, L.R. Wallace. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 215.
PRESIDENT JACKSON: Five cases. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 225, 270, 301, 393, 440.
The above cases were taken from manuscript copies of the Washington records, made by Mr. W.C. Endicott, Jr., and kindly loaned 
me.
2702. See SENATE JOURNAL, 20th Congress 1st session, pages 60, 66, 340, 341, 343, 348, 352, 355; HOUSE JOURNAL, 20th Congress 
1st session, pages 59, 76, 123, 134, 156, 169, 173, 279, 634, 641, 646, 647, 688, 692.
2703. STATUTES AT LARGE, VI. 376.
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form of piracy, the executive always interposed between him and
the penalty of his crime. The laws providing for the seizure of
vessels engaged in the traffic were so constructed as to render
the duty unremunerative; and marshals now find their fees for
such services to be actually less than their necessary expenses.
No one who bears this fact in mind will be surprised at the great
indifference of these officers to the continuing of the slave-
trade; in fact, he will be ready to learn that the laws of
Congress upon the subject had become a dead letter, and that the
suspicion was well grounded that certain officers of the Federal
Government had actually connived at their violation.”2718 From
1845 to 1854, in spite of the well-known activity of the trade,
but five cases obtained cognizance in the New York district. Of
these, Captains Mansfield and Driscoll forfeited their bonds of
$5,000 each, and escaped; in the case of the notorious Canot,
nothing had been done as late as 1856, although he was arrested
in 1847; Captain Jefferson turned State’s evidence, and, in the
case of Captain Mathew, a nolle prosequi was entered.2719 Between 1854
and 1856 thirty-two persons were indicted in New York, of whom
only thirteen had at the latter date been tried, and only one
of these convicted.2720 These dismissals were seldom on account
of insufficient evidence. In the notorious case of the
“Wanderer,” she was arrested on suspicion, released, and soon
after she landed a cargo of slaves in Georgia; some who attempted
to seize the Negroes were arrested for larceny, and in spite of
the efforts of Congress the captain was never punished. The
yacht was afterwards started on another voyage, and being

2704. Among interesting minor proceedings in this period were two Senate bills to register slaves so as to prevent illegal 
importation. They were both dropped in the House; a House proposition to the same effect also came to nothing: SENATE JOURNAL, 
15th Congress 1st session, pages 147, 152, 157, 165, 170, 188, 201, 203, 232, 237; 15th Congress 2d session, pages 63, 74, 77, 202, 
207, 285, 291, 297; HOUSE JOURNAL, 15th Congress 1st session, page 332; 15th Congress 2d session, pages 303, 305, 316; 16th 
Congress 1st session, page 150. Another proposition was contained in the Meigs resolution presented to the House, Feb. 5, 1820, 
which proposed to devote the public lands to the suppression of the slave-trade. This was ruled out of order. It was presented again 
and laid on the table in 1821: HOUSE JOURNAL, 16th Congress 1st session, pages 196, 200, 227; 16th Congress 2d session, page 238.
2705. SENATE JOURNAL, 34th Congress, 1-2 session, pages 396, 695-8; SENATE REPORTS, 34th Congress, 1st session, I. No. 195.
2706. HOUSE JOURNAL, 31 Congress, 2d session, page 64. There was still another attempt by Sandidge. Cf. 26TH REPORT OF THE 
AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, page 44.
2707. SENATE JOURNAL, 36th Congress, 1st session, page 274; CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 36th Congress, 1st session, page 1245.
2708. Congressional Globe, 32d Congress, 2d session, page 1072.
2709. I.e., since 1846: STATUTES AT LARGE, XI. 90.
2710. STATUTES AT LARGE, XI. 227.
2711. STATUTES AT LARGE, XI. 404.
2712. STATUTES AT LARGE, XII. 21.
2713. E.g., Clay’s resolutions: CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 31 Congress, 2d session, pages 304-9. Clayton’s resolutions: SENATE 
JOURNAL, 33d Congress, 1st session, page 404; HOUSE JOURNAL, 33d Congress, 1st session, pages 1093, 1332-3; CONGRESSIONAL 
GLOBE, 33d Congress, 1st session, pages 1591-3, 2139. Seward’s bill: SENATE JOURNAL, 33d Congress, 1st session, pages 448, 451.
2714. Mr. Blair of Missouri asked unanimous consent in Congress, Dec. 23, 1858, to a resolution instructing the Judiciary 
Committee to bring in such a bill; Houston of Alabama objected: CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 35th Congress, 2d session, page 198; 
26TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, page 44.
2715. This was the object of attack in 1851 and 1853 by Giddings: HOUSE JOURNAL, 32d Congress, 1st session, page 42; 33d 
Congress, 1st session, page 147. Cf. HOUSE JOURNAL, 38 Congress, 1st session, page 46.
2716. By Mr. Wilson, March 20, 1860: SENATE JOURNAL, 36th Congress, 1st session, page 274.
2717. Four or five such attempts were made: December 12, 1860, HOUSE JOURNAL, 36th Congress, 2d session, pages 61-2; January 
7, 1861, CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 36th Congress, 2d session, page 279; January 23, 1861, CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 36th Congress, 
2d session, page 527; February 1, 1861, CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 36th Congress, 2d session, page 690; February 27, 1861, 
CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 36th Congress, 2d session, pages 1243, 1259.
2718. “The Slave-Trade in New York,” in the Continental Monthly, January, 1862, page 87.
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brought back to Boston was sold to her former owner for about
one third her value.2721 The bark “Emily” was seized on suspicion
and released, and finally caught red-handed on the coast of
Africa; she was sent to New York for trial, but “disappeared”
under a certain slave captain, Townsend, who had, previous to
this, in the face of the most convincing evidence, been
acquitted at Key West.2722

The squadron commanders of this time were by no means as
efficient as their predecessors, and spent much of their time,
apparently, in discussing the Right of Search. Instead of a
number of small light vessels, which by the reports of experts
were repeatedly shown to be the only efficient craft, the
government, until 1859, persisted in sending out three or four
great frigates. Even these did not attend faithfully to their
duties. A letter from on board one of them shows that, out of a
fifteen months’ alleged service, only twenty-two days were spent
on the usual cruising-ground for slavers, and thirteen of these
at anchor; eleven months were spent at Madeira and Cape Verde
Islands, 300 miles from the coast and 3,000 miles from the slave
market.2723 British commanders report the apathy of American
officers and the extreme caution of their instructions, which
allowed many slavers to escape.2724

The officials at Washington often remained in blissful, and
perhaps willing, ignorance of the state of the trade. While
Americans were smuggling slaves by the thousands into Brazil,
and by the hundreds into the United States, Secretary Graham was
recommending the abrogation of the 8th Article of the Treaty of
Washington;2725 so, too, when the Cuban slave-trade was reaching
unprecedented activity, and while slavers were being fitted out
in every port on the Atlantic seaboard, Secretary Kennedy
naïvely reports, “The time has come, perhaps, when it may be
properly commended to the notice of Congress to inquire into the
necessity of further continuing the regular employment of a
squadron on this [i.e., the African] coast.”2726 Again, in 1855,
the government has “advices that the slave trade south of the
equator is entirely broken up;”2727 in 1856, the reports are
“favorable;”2728 in 1857 a British commander writes: “No vessel
has been seen here for one year, certainly; I think for nearly
three years there have been no American cruizers on these
waters, where a valuable and extensive American commerce is
carried on. I cannot, therefore, but think that this continued
absence of foreign cruizers looks as if they were intentionally
withdrawn, and as if the Government did not care to take measures
to prevent the American flag being used to cover Slave Trade

2719. New York Herald, July 14, 1856.
2720. New York Herald, July 14, 1856. Cf. SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 37th Congress, 2d session, V. No. 53.
2721. 27TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, pages 25-6. Cf. 26TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY 
SOCIETY, pages 45-9.
2722. 27TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, pages 26-7.
2723. 26TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, page 54.
2724. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1859-60, pages 899, 973.
2725. Nov. 29, 1851: HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 32d Congress, 1st session, II. pt. 2, No. 2, page 4.
2726. Dec. 4, 1852: HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 32d Congress, 2d session, I. pt. 2, No. 1, page 293.
2727. HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 34th Congress, 1st session, I. pt. 3, No. 1, page 5.
2728. HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 34th Congress, 3d session, I. pt. 2, No. 1, page 407.
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transactions;”2729 nevertheless, in this same year, according to
Secretary Toucey, “the force on the coast of Africa has fully
accomplished its main object.”2730 Finally, in the same month in
which the “Wanderer” and her mates were openly landing cargoes
in the South, President Buchanan, who seems to have been utterly
devoid of a sense of humor, was urging the annexation of Cuba
to the United States as the only method of suppressing the slave-
trade!2731

About 1859 the frequent and notorious violations of our laws
aroused even the Buchanan government; a larger appropriation was
obtained, swift light steamers were employed, and, though we may
well doubt whether after such a carnival illegal importations
“entirely” ceased, as the President informed Congress,2732 yet
some sincere efforts at suppression were certainly begun. From
1850 to 1859 we have few notices of captured slavers, but in
1860 the increased appropriation of the thirty-fifth Congress
resulted in the capture of twelve vessels with 3,119
Africans.2733 The Act of June 16, 1860, enabled the President to
contract with the Colonization Society for the return of
recaptured Africans; and by a long-needed arrangement cruisers
were to proceed direct to Africa with such cargoes, instead of
first landing them in this country.2734

2729. Commander Burgess to Commodore Wise, Whydah, Aug. 12, 1857: PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1857-8, vol. LXI. SLAVE 
TRADE, Class A, page 136.
2730. HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 35th Congress, 1st session, II. pt. 3, No. 2, page 576.
2731. HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 35th Congress, 2d session, II. pt. 1, No. 2, pages 14-15, 31-33.
2732. SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 36th Congress, 2d session, I. No. 1, page 24. The Report of the Secretary of the Navy, 1859, 
contains this ambiguous passage: “What the effect of breaking up the trade will be upon the United States or Cuba it is not necessary 
to inquire; certainly, under the laws of Congress and our treaty obligations, it is the duty of the executive government to see that our 
citizens shall not be engaged in it”: SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 36th Congress, 1st session, III. No. 2, pages 1138-9.
2733. SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 36th Congress, 2d session, III. pt. 1, No. 1, pages 8-9.
2734. STATUTES AT LARGE, XII. 40.
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Pope Gregory XVI. TO CATHOLIC CITIZENS! THE POPE’S BULL [FOR THE ABOLITION OF THE SLAVE TRADE], AND 
THE WORDS OF DANIEL O’CONNELL [ON AMERICAN SLAVERY.] New York, [1856.]

However, the Southern Commercial Convention, an association of white Christian gentlemen meeting in 
Savannah, Georgia, was not entirely sure that it agreed with the Pope in Rome. They again considered the need 
to secure a repeal of the slave-trade laws:

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: The growth of the movement is best
followed in the action of the Southern Commercial Convention,
an annual gathering which seems to have been fairly
representative of a considerable part of Southern opinion. In
the convention that met at New Orleans in 1855, McGimsey of
Louisiana introduced a resolution instructing the Southern
Congressmen to secure the repeal of the slave-trade laws. This
resolution went to the Committee on Resolutions, and was not
reported.2735 In 1856, in the convention at Savannah, W.B.
Goulden of Georgia moved that the members of Congress be
requested to bestir themselves energetically to have repealed
all laws which forbade the slave-trade. By a vote of 67 to 18
the convention refused to debate the motion, but appointed a
committee to present at the next convention the facts relating
to a reopening of the trade.2736 In regard to this action a
pamphlet of the day said: “There were introduced into the
convention two leading measures, viz.: the laying of a State
tariff on northern goods, and the reopening of the slave-trade;
the one to advance our commercial interest, the other our
agricultural interest, and which, when taken together, as they
were doubtless intended to be, and although they have each been
attacked by presses of doubtful service to the South, are
characterized in the private judgment of politicians as one of
the completest southern remedies ever submitted to popular
action.... The proposition to revive, or more properly to
reopen, the slave trade is as yet but imperfectly understood,
in its intentions and probable results, by the people of the
South, and but little appreciated by them. It has been received
in all parts of the country with an undefined sort of repugnance,
a sort of squeamishness, which is incident to all such
violations of moral prejudices, and invariably wears off on
familiarity with the subject. The South will commence by
enduring, and end by embracing the project.”2737 The matter being
now fully before the public through these motions, Governor
Adams’s message, and newspaper and pamphlet discussion, the

1856

2735. De Bow’s Review, XVIII. 628.
2736. De Bow’s Review, XXII. 91, 102, 217, 221-2.
2737. From a pamphlet entitled “A New Southern Policy, or the Slave Trade as meaning Union and Conservatism;” quoted in 
Etheridge’s speech, February 21, 1857: CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 34th Congress, 3d session, Appendix, page 366.
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radical party pushed the project with all energy.W.E. Burghardt

Du Bois: This record of the Commercial Conventions probably
gives a true reflection of the development of extreme opinion
on the question of reopening the slave-trade. First, it is
noticeable that on this point there was a distinct divergence
of opinion and interest between the Gulf and the Border States,
and it was this more than any moral repugnance that checked the
radicals. The whole movement represented the economic revolt of
the slave-consuming cotton-belt against their base of labor
supply. This revolt was only prevented from gaining its ultimate
end by the fact that the Gulf States could not get on without
the active political co-operation of the Border States. Thus,
although such hot-heads as Spratt were not able, even as late
as 1859, to carry a substantial majority of the South with them
in an attempt to reopen the trade at all hazards, yet the
agitation did succeed in sweeping away nearly all theoretical
opposition to the trade, and left the majority of Southern
people in an attitude which regarded the reopening of the
African slave-trade as merely a question of expediency.
This growth of Southern opinion is clearly to be followed in the
newspapers and pamphlets of the day, in Congress, and in many
significant movements. The Charleston Standard in a series of
articles strongly advocated the reopening of the trade; the
Richmond Examiner, though opposing the scheme as a Virginia
paper should, was brought to “acknowledge that the laws which
condemn the Slave-trade imply an aspersion upon the character
of the South.2738 In March, 1859, the National Era said: “There
can be no doubt that the idea of reviving the African Slave Trade
is gaining ground in the South. Some two months ago we could
quote strong articles from ultra Southern journals against the
traffic; but of late we have been sorry to observe in the same
journals an ominous silence upon the subject, while the
advocates of ‘free trade in negroes’ are earnest and active.”2739

The Savannah Republican, which at first declared the movement
to be of no serious intent, conceded, in 1859, that it was
gaining favor, and that nine-tenths of the Democratic
Congressional Convention favored it, and that even those who did
not advocate a revival demanded the abolition of the laws.2740 A
correspondent from South Carolina writes, December 18, 1859:
“The nefarious project of opening it [i.e., the slave trade] has
been started here in that prurient temper of the times which
manifests itself in disunion schemes.... My State is strangely
and terribly infected with all this sort of thing.... One
feeling that gives a countenance to the opening of the slave
trade is, that it will be a sort of spite to the North and
defiance of their opinions.”2741 The New Orleans Delta declared
that those who voted for the slave-trade in Congress were men

2738. Quoted in 24TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, page 54.
2739. Quoted in 26TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, page 43.
2740. 27TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, pages 19-20.
2741. Letter of W.C. Preston, in the National Intelligencer, April 3, 1863. Also published in the pamphlet, THE AFRICAN SLAVE 
TRADE: THE SECRET PURPOSE, etc., page 26.
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“whose names will be honored hereafter for the unflinching
manner in which they stood up for principle, for truth, and
consistency, as well as the vital interests of the South.”2742

 The independent state of Maryland in Africa, a colony of manumitted slaves from Maryland, requested 
military aid from Liberia in a war with the Grebo and Kru peoples who were resisting these settlers’ efforts to 
control their trade. President Roberts assisted the Marylanders, and a joint military campaign by both groups 
of African American colonists resulted in victory. In 1857, Maryland would become a county of Liberia. 
The 2d president of the Republic of Liberia was Stephen Allen Benson.2743

The negrero Mary E. Smith sailed from Boston in spite of efforts to detain the vessel, but would then be 
captured while carrying a cargo of 387 slaves at port of St. Matthews by the Brazilian brig Olinda (SENATE 
EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 34th Congress, 1st session XV, Number 99, pages 71-3).

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: A somewhat more sincere and determined
effort to enforce the slave-trade laws now followed; and yet it
is a significant fact that not until Lincoln’s administration
did a slave-trader suffer death for violating the laws of the
United States. The participation of Americans in the trade
continued, declining somewhat between 1825 and 1830, and then
reviving, until it reached its highest activity between 1840 and
1860. The development of a vast internal slave-trade, and the
consequent rise in the South of vested interests strongly
opposed to slave smuggling, led to a falling off in the illicit
introduction of Negroes after 1825, until the fifties;
nevertheless, smuggling never entirely ceased, and large numbers
were thus added to the plantations of the Gulf States.
Monroe had various constitutional scruples as to the execution
of the Act of 1819;2744 but, as Congress took no action, he at
last put a fair interpretation on his powers, and appointed
Samuel Bacon as an agent in Africa to form a settlement for
recaptured Africans. Gradually the agency thus formed became
merged with that of the Colonization Society on Cape Mesurado;
and from this union Liberia was finally evolved.2745

Meantime, during the years 1818 to 1820, the activity of the
slave-traders was prodigious. General James Tallmadge declared
in the House, February 15, 1819: “Our laws are already highly
penal against their introduction, and yet, it is a well known
fact, that about fourteen thousand slaves have been brought into
our country this last year.”2746 In the same year Middleton of
South Carolina and Wright of Virginia estimated illicit
introduction at 13,000 and 15,000 respectively.2747 Judge Story,

2742. Quoted in Etheridge’s speech: CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 34th Congress, 3d session, Appendix, page 366.
2743. Benson  (1856-1864), born free in the state of Maryland, had previously served as the vice-president and had a practical 
knowledge of the republic’s local peoples and social institutions. He was able to speak several indigenous languages. In 1864 he 
would be succeeded by Daniel B. Warner, who would serve until 1868. 
2744. Attorney-General Wirt advised him, October, 1819, that no part of the appropriation could be used to purchase land in Africa 
or tools for the Negroes, or as salary for the agent: OPINIONS OF ATTORNEYS-GENERAL, I. 314-7. Monroe laid the case before 
Congress in a special message Dec. 20, 1819 (HOUSE JOURNAL, 16th Congress 1st session, page 57); but no action was taken there.
2745. Cf. Kendall’s Report, August, 1830: SENATE DOCUMENT, 21st Congress 2d session, I. No. 1, pages 211-8; also see below, 
Chapter X.
2746. Speech in the House of Representatives, Feb. 15, 1819, page 18; published in Boston, 1849.
2747. Jay, INQUIRY INTO AMERICAN COLONIZATION (1838), page 59, note.
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in charging a jury, took occasion to say: “We have but too many
proofs from unquestionable sources, that it [the slave-trade]
is still carried on with all the implacable rapacity of former
times. Avarice has grown more subtle in its evasions, and
watches and seizes its prey with an appetite quickened rather
than suppressed by its guilty vigils. American citizens are
steeped to their very mouths (I can hardly use too bold a figure)
in this stream of iniquity.”2748 The following year, 1820,
brought some significant statements from various members of
Congress. Said Smith of South Carolina: “Pharaoh was, for his
temerity, drowned in the Red Sea, in pursuing them [the
Israelites] contrary to God’s express will; but our Northern
friends have not been afraid even of that, in their zeal to
furnish the Southern States with Africans. They are better
seamen than Pharaoh, and calculate by that means to elude the
vigilance of Heaven; which they seem to disregard, if they can
but elude the violated laws of their country.”2749 As late as May
he saw little hope of suppressing the traffic.2750 Sergeant of
Pennsylvania declared: “It is notorious that, in spite of the
utmost vigilance that can be employed, African negroes are
clandestinely brought in and sold as slaves.”2751 Plumer of New
Hampshire stated that “of the unhappy beings, thus in violation
of all laws transported to our shores, and thrown by force into
the mass of our black population, scarcely one in a hundred is
ever detected by the officers of the General Government, in a
part of the country, where, if we are to believe the statement
of Governor Rabun, ‘an officer who would perform his duty, by
attempting to enforce the law [against the slave trade] is, by
many, considered as an officious meddler, and treated with
derision and contempt;’ ... I have been told by a gentleman, who
has attended particularly to this subject, that ten thousand
slaves were in one year smuggled into the United States; and
that, even for the last year, we must count the number not by
hundreds, but by thousands.”2752 In 1821 a committee of Congress
characterized prevailing methods as those “of the grossest fraud
that could be practised to deceive the officers of
government.”2753 Another committee, in 1822, after a careful
examination of the subject, declare that they “find it
impossible to measure with precision the effect produced upon
the American branch of the slave trade by the laws above
mentioned, and the seizures under them. They are unable to
state, whether those American merchants, the American capital
and seamen which heretofore aided in this traffic, have
abandoned it altogether, or have sought shelter under the flags
of other nations.” They then state the suspicious circumstance
that, with the disappearance of the American flag from the
traffic, “the trade, notwithstanding, increases annually, under

2748. Quoted in Friends’ FACTS AND OBSERVATIONS ON THE SLAVE TRADE (ed. 1841), pages 7-8.
2749. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 16th Congress 1st session, pages 270-1.
2750. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 16th Congress 1st session, page 698.
2751. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 16th Congress 1st session, page 1207.
2752. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 16th Congress 1st session, page 1433.
2753. Referring particularly to the case of the slaver “Plattsburg.” Cf. HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress 1st session, II. No. 92, page 
10.

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY

HDT WHAT? INDEX
the flags of other nations.” They complain of the spasmodic
efforts of the executive. They say that the first United States
cruiser arrived on the African coast in March, 1820, and
remained a “few weeks;” that since then four others had in two
years made five visits in all; but “since the middle of last
November, the commencement of the healthy season on that coast,
no vessel has been, nor, as your committee is informed, is, under
orders for that service.”2754 The United States African agent,
Ayres, reported in 1823: “I was informed by an American officer
who had been on the coast in 1820, that he had boarded 20
American vessels in one morning, lying in the port of Gallinas,
and fitted for the reception of slaves. It is a lamentable fact,
that most of the harbours, between the Senegal and the line,
were visited by an equal number of American vessels, and for the
sole purpose of carrying away slaves. Although for some years
the coast had been occasionally visited by our cruizers, their
short stay and seldom appearance had made but slight impression
on those traders, rendered hardy by repetition of crime, and
avaricious by excessive gain. They were enabled by a regular
system to gain intelligence of any cruizer being on the
coast.”2755

Even such spasmodic efforts bore abundant fruit, and indicated
what vigorous measures might have accomplished. Between May,
1818, and November, 1821, nearly six hundred Africans were
recaptured and eleven American slavers taken.2756 Such measures
gradually changed the character of the trade, and opened the
international phase of the question. American slavers cleared
for foreign ports, there took a foreign flag and papers, and
then sailed boldly past American cruisers, although their real
character was often well known. More stringent clearance laws
and consular instructions might have greatly reduced this
practice; but nothing was ever done, and gradually the laws
became in large measure powerless to deal with the bulk of the
illicit trade. In 1820, September 16, a British officer, in his
official report, declares that, in spite of United States laws,
“American vessels, American subjects, and American capital, are
unquestionably engaged in the trade, though under other colours
and in disguise.”2757 The United States ship “Cyane” at one time
reported ten captures within a few days, adding: “Although they
are evidently owned by Americans, they are so completely covered
by Spanish papers that it is impossible to condemn them.”2758 The

2754. HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress 1st session, II. No. 92, page 2. The President had in his message spoken in exhilarating tones 
of the success of the government in suppressing the trade. The House Committee appointed in pursuance of this passage made the 
above report. Their conclusions are confirmed by British reports: PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1822, Vol. XXII., SLAVE TRADE, 
Further Papers, III. page 44. So, too, in 1823, Ashmun, the African agent, reports that thousands of slaves are being abducted.
2755. Ayres to the Secretary of the Navy, Feb. 24, 1823; reprinted in FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE (1824), page 
31.
2756. HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress 1st session, II. No. 92, pages 5-6. The slavers were the “Ramirez,” “Endymion,” 
“Esperanza,” “Plattsburg,” “Science,” “Alexander,” “Eugene,” “Mathilde,” “Daphne,” “Eliza,” and “La Pensée.” In these 573 
Africans were taken. The naval officers were greatly handicapped by the size of the ships, etc. (cf. FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN 
SLAVE-TRADE (1824), pages 33-41). They nevertheless acted with great zeal.
2757. PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1821, Vol. XXIII., SLAVE TRADE, Further Papers, A, page 76. The names and description of a 
dozen or more American slavers are given: PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1821, Vol. XXIII., SLAVE TRADE, Further Papers, A, pages 
18-21.
2758. HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress 1st session, II. No. 92, pages 15-20.
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governor of Sierra Leone reported the rivers Nunez and Pongas
full of renegade European and American slave-traders;2759 the
trade was said to be carried on “to an extent that almost
staggers belief.”2760 Down to 1824 or 1825, reports from all
quarters prove this activity in slave-trading.
The execution of the laws within the country exhibits grave
defects and even criminal negligence. Attorney-General Wirt
finds it necessary to assure collectors, in 1819, that “it is
against public policy to dispense with prosecutions for
violation of the law to prohibit the Slave trade.”2761 One
district attorney writes: “It appears to be almost impossible
to enforce the laws of the United States against offenders after
the negroes have been landed in the state.”2762 Again, it is
asserted that “when vessels engaged in the slave trade have been
detained by the American cruizers, and sent into the slave-
holding states, there appears at once a difficulty in securing
the freedom to these captives which the laws of the United States
have decreed for them.”2763 In some cases, one man would smuggle
in the Africans and hide them in the woods; then his partner
would “rob” him, and so all trace be lost.2764 Perhaps 350
Africans were officially reported as brought in contrary to law
from 1818 to 1820: the absurdity of this figure is apparent.2765

A circular letter to the marshals, in 1821, brought reports of
only a few well-known cases, like that of the “General Ramirez;”
the marshal of Louisiana had “no information.”2766

There appears to be little positive evidence of a large illicit
importation into the country for a decade after 1825. It is
hardly possible, however, considering the activity in the trade,
that slaves were not largely imported. Indeed, when we note how
the laws were continually broken in other respects, absence of
evidence of petty smuggling becomes presumptive evidence that
collusive or tacit understanding of officers and citizens
allowed the trade to some extent.2767 Finally, it must be noted
that during all this time scarcely a man suffered for
participating in the trade, beyond the loss of the Africans and,
more rarely, of his ship. Red-handed slavers, caught in the act
and convicted, were too often, like La Coste of South Carolina,
the subjects of executive clemency.2768 In certain cases there
were those who even had the effrontery to ask Congress to cancel
their own laws. For instance, in 1819 a Venezuelan privateer,
secretly fitted out and manned by Americans in Baltimore,
succeeded in capturing several American, Portuguese, and Spanish
slavers, and appropriating the slaves; being finally wrecked

2759. HOUSE DOCUMENT, 18th Congress 1st session, VI. No. 119, page 13.
2760. PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1823, Vol. XVIII., SLAVE TRADE, Further Papers, A, pages 10-11.
2761. OPINIONS OF ATTORNEYS-GENERAL, V. 717.
2762. R.W. Habersham to the Secretary of the Navy, August, 1821; reprinted in FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE 
(1824), page 47.
2763. FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE (1824), page 42.
2764. FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE (1824), page 43.
2765. Cf. above, pages 126-7.
2766. FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE (1824), page 42.
2767. A few accounts of captures here and there would make the matter less suspicious; these, however, do not occur. How large 
this suspected illicit traffic was, it is of course impossible to say; there is no reason why it may not have reached many hundreds per 
year.
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herself, she transferred her crew and slaves to one of her
prizes, the “Antelope,” which was eventually captured by a
United States cruiser and the 280 Africans sent to Georgia.
After much litigation, the United States Supreme Court ordered
those captured from Spaniards to be surrendered, and the others
to be returned to Africa. By some mysterious process, only 139
Africans now remained, 100 of whom were sent to Africa. The
Spanish claimants of the remaining thirty-nine sold them to a
certain Mr. Wilde, who gave bond to transport them out of the
country. Finally, in December, 1827, there came an innocent
petition to Congress to cancel this bond.2769 A bill to that effect
passed and was approved, May 2, 1828,2770 and in consequence
these Africans remained as slaves in Georgia.
On the whole, it is plain that, although in the period from 1807
to 1820 Congress laid down broad lines of legislation
sufficient, save in some details, to suppress the African slave
trade to America, yet the execution of these laws was criminally
lax. Moreover, by the facility with which slavers could disguise
their identity, it was possible for them to escape even a
vigorous enforcement of our laws. This situation could properly
be met only by energetic and sincere international co-
operation....2771

2768. Cf. editorial in Niles’s Register, XXII. 114. Cf. also the following instances of pardons: — 
PRESIDENT JEFFERSON: March 1, 1808, Phillip M. Topham, convicted for “carrying on an illegal slave-trade” (pardoned twice). 
PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, I. 146, 148-9.
PRESIDENT MADISON: July 29, 1809, 15 vessels arrived at New Orleans from Cuba, with 666 white persons and 683 negroes. 
Every penalty incurred under the Act of 1807 was remitted. (Note: “Several other pardons of this nature were granted.”) PARDONS 
AND REMISSIONS, I. 179.
Nov. 8, 1809, John Hopkins and Lewis Le Roy, convicted for importing a slave. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, I. 184-5.
Feb. 12, 1810, William Sewall, convicted for importing slaves. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, I. 194, 235, 240.
May 5, 1812, William Babbit, convicted for importing slaves. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, I. 248.
PRESIDENT MONROE: June 11, 1822, Thomas Shields, convicted for bringing slaves into New Orleans. PARDONS AND 
REMISSIONS, IV. 15.
Aug. 24, 1822, J.F. Smith, sentenced to five years’ imprisonment and $3000 fine; served twenty-five months and was then pardoned. 
PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 22.
July 23, 1823, certain parties liable to penalties for introducing slaves into Alabama. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 63.
Aug. 15, 1823, owners of schooner “Mary,” convicted of importing slaves. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 66.
PRESIDENT J.Q. ADAMS: March 4, 1826, Robert Perry; his ship was forfeited for slave-trading. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 
140.
Jan. 17, 1827, Jesse Perry; forfeited ship, and was convicted for introducing slaves. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 158.
Feb. 13, 1827, Zenas Winston; incurred penalties for slave-trading. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 161. The four following cases 
are similar to that of Winston: — 
Feb. 24, 1827, John Tucker and William Morbon. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 162.
March 25, 1828, Joseph Badger. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 192.
Feb. 19, 1829, L.R. Wallace. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 215.
PRESIDENT JACKSON: Five cases. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 225, 270, 301, 393, 440.
The above cases were taken from manuscript copies of the Washington records, made by Mr. W.C. Endicott, Jr., and kindly loaned 
me.
2769. See SENATE JOURNAL, 20th Congress 1st session, pages 60, 66, 340, 341, 343, 348, 352, 355; HOUSE JOURNAL, 20th Congress 
1st session, pages 59, 76, 123, 134, 156, 169, 173, 279, 634, 641, 646, 647, 688, 692.
2770. STATUTES AT LARGE, VI. 376.
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 May 19, Monday: Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: “Slave and 
Coolie Trade: Message from the President ... communicating information in regard to the Slave and Coolie 
trade.” –HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 34 Cong. 1 sess. XII. No. 105. (Partly reprinted in SENATE 
EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 34 Cong. 1 sess. XV No. 99.)

On the floor of the US Senate on this day and the following one, Massachusetts Senator Charles Sumner was 
denouncing the “Crime against Kansas” (the Kansas/Nebraska Act) as “in every respect a swindle” and 
characterized its authors, Senators Andrew P. Butler and Stephen A. Douglass, as myrmidons (followers) of 
slavery. (This speech that occupied 2 days would consume 112 pages of printed proceedings.)

Sumner targeted two Democratic senators. Seeking frankness “within the limits of parliamentary propriety,” 
he characterized Illinois’s Douglass to his face as a “noise some, squat, and nameless animal ... not a proper 

2771. Among interesting minor proceedings in this period were two Senate bills to register slaves so as to prevent illegal 
importation. They were both dropped in the House; a House proposition to the same effect also came to nothing: SENATE JOURNAL, 
15th Congress 1st session, pages 147, 152, 157, 165, 170, 188, 201, 203, 232, 237; 15th Congress 2d session, pages 63, 74, 77, 202, 
207, 285, 291, 297; HOUSE JOURNAL, 15th Congress 1st session, page 332; 15th Congress 2d session, pages 303, 305, 316; 16th 
Congress 1st session, page 150. Another proposition was contained in the Meigs resolution presented to the House, Feb. 5, 1820, 
which proposed to devote the public lands to the suppression of the slave-trade. This was ruled out of order. It was presented again 
and laid on the table in 1821: HOUSE JOURNAL, 16th Congress 1st session, pages 196, 200, 227; 16th Congress 2d session, page 238.

THE 2D GREAT AMERICAN DISUNION
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model for an American senator.” 

South Carolina’s Andrew Butler, who was not present, received more elaborate treatment. Representative 
Preston S. Brooks was Butler’s South Carolina kinsman. Please note, however, that while it is correct to say 
that the Senator raised the question of the moral status of enslavers of fellow human beings more explicitly 
than had been customary on the floor of the gentleman’s club that was the US Senate, it has been quite false 
of our historians to presume (as any number have done, attempting to split the responsibility “fairly” down the 
middle) that he had in any manner slurred the personal honor of Representative Preston S. Brooks of South 
Carolina, or the personal honor of any of Representative Brooks’s relatives. Sumner’s remarks, according to 
David Grimsted, who has apparently studied them in their general context in the Congressional Record with 
some care, were not at all false, were not at all salacious, and were not especially personal, but were, in 
comparison with general Senate rhetoric, rather commonplace. “The speech was harsh about slavery and the 
South –especially South Carolina and Virginia– but in verbal abusiveness, personal and sectional, it was 
neither notable nor comparable to commonplace Southern rhetoric in Congress, much less the brutal 
vulgarities that poured from Brooks....”

Per reports in the Sacramento, California Daily Union:

DEAD. — Arnold Naumann, the German printer, who killed
his son and then shot himself, died on Thursday, the
15th of May, from the effects of the wound. There is
said to be some mystery in the matter. The inquest was
held on Friday evening, and the jury seems to have had
some difficulty in arriving at a verdict. Finally they
rendered the following: That the deceased died from the
effects of a pistol shot wound, received from a weapon
in the hands of some person unknown, at his residence,
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Transcript]
corner of Green and Powell streets, on the night of the
12th inst. They also found that deceased was a native
of Switzerland, and aged 31 years.

HORRIBLE DEATH. — An elderly gentleman, with a wife and
three young children, named John Gates, was instantly
killed on Wednesday last, the 14th May, at Hunt’s Gulch,
in Amador county, by the caving in of a bank of earth.
The earth, as we learn from the Jackson Sentinel,
pressed him up against a pile of rocks, and completely
mashed him to atoms; there was not a whole bone in his
body when taken out. His heart and entrails were forced
out of a hole about two inches in diameter in his side,
and were picked up by his side.

ESCAPE OF A HOMICIDE. — Gray, the man who killed the
Chilena named Antonia, during the election riot in San
Mateo county, has managed to effect his escape from his
keepers. He was, it seems, only to have been kept under
guard. It is also stated that when Judge Reed was
applied to to issue a warrant for his arrest he
expressed some reluctance, as it might interfere with
his political prospects.

CHINAMAN DROWNED. — On Thursday last a Chinaman was
drowned in attempting to row across the river at Tunnel
Point, in El Dorado county.

SUDDEN. — The Coroner of San Francisco was called upon
on Saturday last, to hold an inquest on the body of Mrs.
Tibbetts, a seamstress, who fell suddenly dead, while
engaged in sewing in the family of Mr. Thos. O. Larkin.
A little school girl, named Ellen Sears, also fell dead
in the school-room of the Catholic Orphan Asylum, in San
Francisco, on Friday morning.

ROBBERY OF THE DEAD. — The dead body of Geo. H. Rahl, a
fireman, was robbed at the San Francisco City Hospital
of $180 immediately after he expired, by a scoundrel
named Geo. Myres, who was also on the sick list.
The thief had escaped.

FOUND AT LAST. — The body of the child Alfred Smith, who
had been missing for some days in San Francisco, was
taken from the water at the foot of Washington street,
on Thursday evening last, the 15th May. It seems that
the child had been visiting a play-fellow in the
neighborhood, and in returning home, as is supposed,
fell through the wharf.

May 19th
Thick fog in the morning—which
lasted late into the forenoon—& left behind
it rainy clouds for the afternoon—
P. m. to Cedar Swamp—
Landed at Island neck—& saw a small

[
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striped snake in the act of swallowing a rana
palustris within 3 feet of the water— The snake

being frightened released his hold & the
frog hopped off to the water. Hear &
see a yel. throated vireo which methinks
I have heard before—going & coming he
is in the top of the same swamp white
oak—singing indolently—ullia—eelya
& sometimes [^varied to] eelyee
The tanager is now heard plainly & frequently.
I see running along the water’s edge on
the Island neck—amid the twigs a new
bird slender & somewhat warbler like—but
plainly a turdus—with a deep dark choco-
late brown back (ap uniformly) ap— cream-
colored beneath handsomely & abundantly spotted
with dark brown—vent white—light flesh
colored legs—yellowish or cream colored line
over eyes— Methings [^Methinks] it tetered or wagged
its tail—flew soon & was quite shy. I think
it must have been the Turdus aquaticus
from its dark choc. brown back—& running
along the waters edge—feel pretty sure—yet
that is said to have white (?) over eye. I lost
it before I had examined fully— Quite a discovery—
V. gold. C. Thrush carefully.
Apple X some no doubt earlier. Night hawk’s
squeak— Redwing’s nest [Red-winged Blackbird Agelaius phoeniceus] made—and
ap. a—king bird’s (?) [^it is a robin’s] on black willow 4 ft above water—
without mud.
As I sail up the reach of the Assabet
above Dove Rock—with a fair wind—a
traveller riding along the highway is watching
my sail while he hums a tune— How in-
spiring & Elysian it is to hear when the
traveller or the laborer—from a call to
his horse or the murmur of ordinary con-
versation rises into song!— It paints the
landscape suddenly as no agriculture—no
flowery crop that can be raised— It is at
once another land, the abode of poetry—
I am always thus affected when I hear in
the fields any singing or instrumental music
at the end of the day. It implies a different
life & pursuits than the ordinary. As he looked
at my sail, I listened to his singing. Per-
chance they were equally poetic—& we repayed
each other. Why will not men oftener adver-
tise me of musical thoughts[^?] The singer is
in the attitude of one inviting the muse—
aspiring.
The maryland yel-throat amid the alders
sings—now whit we chee whit we chee
whit we chee whit whit The last 2 fast
or whit alone—or none.

THE ACTUAL JOURNAL
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Wood-pewee— — — — — — —
Wooly aphides on alder—
The Smilacina Trifolia will ap bloom tomorrow or
next day. [^In house the 21st] Returning—stopped at Barrett’s
Saw mill while it rained a little. Was also
attracted by the music of his saw— He was
sawing a white oak log—was about
to saw a very ugly & knotty white oak

log into drag plank—making an angle—
Said that about as many logs were brought
to his mill as ten years ago—he did not per-
ceive the difference—but there [^they] were not so
large—[^&] Perhaps they went further for them.
I observed that he was not grind— No, he said,
it was the first day he had not had a grist
—though he had plenty of water—prob— because
the farmers were busy planting.
There white oak—pine—maple—&
walnut logs waiting to be sawed.
A bull frog sluggish by my boat place—
On the 13th ult I saw washed up to the
edge of the meadow this side of Clam Shell
portions of one or 2 large bluish white
eggs—ap. a size larger than hen’s eggs
which may have been laid last year by
some wild fowl in the meadow.
If my friend would take a quarter
part the pains to show me himself—that
he does to show me a piece of roast beef
I should feel myself irresistibly invited—
He says Come & see
Roast beef & me. I find the
beef fat, [^& well done] but him rare.

THE ACTUAL JOURNAL
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 June 23, Monday: Henry Thoreau went to “Brooklawn” in New Bedford with Friend Daniel Ricketson.
This was Ricketson’s account of it:2772

Per the San Francisco, California Daily Alta California:

MURDER IN CALAVERAS. — The Calaveras Chronicle says that
Mr. Wm. Smith, a well known merchant at Boston Bar, on
the Calaveras, was brutally murdered on Wednesday
evening, 11th inst. A Mexican named Jose Sanchez, who
has been in the employ of Smith, gives the following
account of the transaction.
About 8 o’clock, P.M., he says, four Mexicans entered
the store, and two of them approached Smith, while the
others advanced towards him (Sanchez) with drawn
pistols and knives, threatening to kill him of he made
resistance. He was then bound and blindfolded, and so
remained while the murder was committed. About three
quarters of an hour after the departure of the Mexicans,
he informed some of the American miners living on the
Bar, of the murder. A large party, including officer
Shrobel, and others, from San Andrea, made diligent
search for the murderers, but without success.
On the next day an inquest was held, but nothing was
elicited to criminate [sic] Sanchez. On examination, it
was found that deceased had received seven stabs, with
knives — one piercing through the heart. Plunder is the
supposed object of the murderers, Mr. Smith being known
to have at times, large sums in coin and dust, besides
watches, jewelry, &c.
On hearing of the outrage, and assuming that Sanchez was
a participant therein (and there is strong possibility
that he was), a party of citizens secretly organized and
determined to dispose of Sanchez in modo vigilantum.
Accordingly a committee proceeded to Smith’s store,
captured the intended victim, and brought him to Camp
Seco. What the ultimate intentions of these gentlemen
were, we know not; but rumors of their proceedings got

2772. These would be the proceedings, for this year, of the Society:

Left Concord this A.M. with Henry D. Thoreau at 8 1/2 o’clock, and arrived home
at 1 1/2 P.M., stopping one hour in Boston, visiting the Natural History rooms
with H.D.T. who is a member of the Society. Thermometer at 73 — P.M. R.W.
Emerson’s version of the wood-thrush as repeated to me Sunday P.M. June 22d,
on our walk to Walden Pond: 

He Willy Willy, Ha Willy, Willy O, Willy O.

THE BOSTON SOCIETY OF NATURAL HISTORY

PROCEEDINGS, FOR 1856
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abroad, and Deputy Sheriffs Mulford and Paul went to
their room and demanded the prisoner. He was at once
surrendered to those officers, who conducted him to the
jail to await judicial examination.

LYNCHING AT WATSONVILLE. — The Santa Cruz Sentinel says:
On Saturday night last a drunken Indian killed a
Sonorian on the Monterey side of the Pajaro river, near
Watsonville, by stabbing and cutting him with a knife;
the Indian was visited and executed by Judge Lynch
sometime during Monday night.
The accounts of the killing are contradictory; some are
to the effect, that the Indian cut the throat of the
Sonorian while asleep others that he was killed in a
drunken street fight, and that the Indian was also cut
in several places. We have been unable to learn the name
of either party. The name of the party who furnished the
liquor to get up the drunk — the name of the killer and
killed — the circumstances of the case — the names of
the judges, jury, and executioners, are all involved in
mystery; the time for trial, and execution was darkness,
which presents rather a sad affair — and we are
constrained to say, reflects no credit on any of the
parties concerned.

The US House of Representatives considered the possibility of amending the Act of 1818.

Notice given of a bill to amend the Act of April 20, 1818.
HOUSE JOURNAL, 34th Congress, 1st session, II. 1101.

June 23d
To New Bedford—with Ricketson—
In R’s mowing—ap. Lucerne out some
days— His son Walton shewed me one of
4 perfectly white eggs taken from a hole
in an apple tree 8 ft from ground. (I examined
the hole) He had seen a blue bird there
& I saw a blue feather in it & ap. a blue
bird’s nest. Were not these the eggs of a
downy woodpecker laid in a blue bird’s nest?
They were all gone now
Bay wings sang morning & evening about
R’s house—often sitting on a bean pole—and
dropping down & running & singing on the
bare ground amid the potatoes—Its note
somewhat like—Come, here here, there
there,— [^fast] quick quick quick,—or I’m gone.
Prinos laevigatus common & just begun
to bloom behind R’s house—

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE

[
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 August 5, Tuesday: Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: “Report of 
the Secretary of State, in compliance with a resolution of the Senate of April 24, calling for information relative 
to the coolie trade.” –SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 34 Cong. 1 sess. XV. No. 99. (Partly reprinted in 
HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 34 Cong. 1 sess. XII. No. 105.)

Per the Sacramento, California Daily Union:

INQUEST. — An inquest was held about 9 o’clock yesterday
morning by Coroner Bell on the body of Harris Cohn, who
was accidentally drowned in Sutter Lake on Sunday. No
new facts were elicited.

Per the Marysville, California Daily Herald:

FOUND DROWNED. — The body of a man was seen floating in
the Feather river on Sunday morning last about a mile
below the Hock Farm and was recovered and brought to
this city, and an inquest held on it the same day, but
from the decomposed state of the corpse it was
impossible to recognize it. The deceased had on when
found a red flannel; shirt and blue overalls, was a
large sized man, would weight probably 170 or 180
pounds. — No marks of violence were on his person.
Verdict of the Jury, accidental drowning.

Aug 5th

A m On river— mikania a day or 2
Polyg. amphibium—in water—slightly hairy well out.
Polyg. Orientale how long?
Pm to House leek
via Assabet bath—
Trichostema—may be several days in some places
Night-shade berries how long?
When I crossed the new Stone Bridge a
great water adder lay on it full 5 feet
long—& nearly as big round as my arm.
It turned & ran along with a coarse
grating rustle to the end of the railing
& then dropped deliberately [^head foremost] from the last
abutment—full 9 feet to the gravelly
ground—amid the osiers making a
loud sound when he struck—at once
took to the water & showed his head amid
the pads— I also saw another similar
one at house leek rock.
Centaurea well out how long?
A. dumosus ap a day or 2 with its large
conspicuous flower buds at the end of the branchlets
& linear spatulate involucral scales—

[

THE ACTUAL JOURNAL

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf
http://thoreau.library.ucsb.edu/writings_journals_pdfs/J11f1-f3.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/transclusions/18/56/aug/1856aug4_5_holograph.pdf


TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY

HDT WHAT? INDEX
A Haunted house site—as at Bitten Cliff grain-
field—I see much ap Euphorbia maculata
semi erect in the grass— Eupatorium
pubescens ap X by Pear Path—
I now fond [^find] an abundance of the clustered
rubus ripe. It is not large—& has a
clammy sub acid taste—but some are very sweet
clusters generally drooping.
Now at 4 Pm this dog day—cloudy weather
the Hypericum mytilum is abundantly open in
the S. lanceolata path—sometimes 15 inches high
—while the Cand[^a]dense & angulatum are
short. S. lanceolata some days.
S. nemoralis 2 or 3 days
Choke cherries near house leek rock begin
to be ripe—though still red— They are
scarcely edible—but their beauty atones for
it. See those handsome racemes of 10
or 12 cherries each—bright [^dark] glossy red—
[^or darkening] semi-transparent— You love them not the less
because they are not quite palatable. Along
fences or hedge rows.
To my {surprise} one House-leek ap Semper
vivum tectorum of Dewey—has shot up 22
inches high and is ap. nearly out [^In house the 10th—say then Aug 10]—though
the petals are erect, not spread— The stem
is clothed with the same thick leaves [^only smaller &] lessening
upward—& forming a column about 1 1/2
inches in diam (with the leaves) The

tip is a broad raceme (?) about 8 inches
wide & 2/3 as long of 11 long spreading
slightly & recurved branches lined with flowers
on the upper side only— These consist of 12
to 13 [^lanceolate] calyx segments—& as many still longer
dull purple petals & [^about] 20 or more st stamens {“stamens” may have been canceled in pencil} [added in
pencil:^pistils]
within. [added in pencil:^& short {stamens} {around} them] It is a strange—but rather
stately cactus-like plant—
The children call the pretty clusters of rad-leaves—hen & chickens—
In this case the rad. leaves are withered & a
fusiform root sustains the flower—
This one is on [^not] on the [^bare] rock but lower amid
the huckleberry bushes—
At the Assabet Stone bridge—ap. freshly
in flower—(though it may have been out nearly
as long as the Androsaenifolium) ap. the
Apocynum androsaemi Cannabinum—var
hypericifolium?— The tallest is 4 feet high
The flowers very small (hardly more than 1/8
inch diameter) The segments of the corolla not
revolute but nearly erect. There are 20 to 30
flowers at end of a branch— The divisions
of the calyx are longer than in the common—long
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ovate— Yet it differs from Grays hyper-
? icifolia in having flowers {rosate} [^rose] streaked within
like the common—the cymes ap not shorter
than the leaves—& the tube of the corolla
rather longer than the divisions of the
calyx. The leaves are hardly more downy or
heart shaped below than the common—
? Hypericifolium is a separate species in Pursh—
& some others—
{And} the branches are less ascending than the common
making an angle of about 62° with the stem (the
4 lower) while 3 of the lower of a com. one made an ang of 44°

 August 18, Monday: In the Kansas Territory, Governor Shannon was removed from office.

In San Francisco, California, the Committee of Vigilance voluntarily disbanded after staging a grand parade 
of 6,000 armed men. That Committee’s headquarters would become, for the time being, a museum.

The federal government appropriated $8,000 to carry out the Act of March 3, 1819, and subsequent acts 
(STATUTES AT LARGE, XI. 90).

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: The long and open agitation for the
reopening of the slave-trade, together with the fact that the
South had been more or less familiar with violations of the laws
since 1808, led to such a remarkable increase of illicit traffic
and actual importations in the decade 1850-1860, that the
movement may almost be termed a reopening of the slave-trade.
In the foreign slave-trade our own officers continue to report
“how shamefully our flag has been used;”2773 and British officers
write “that at least one half of the successful part of the slave
trade is carried on under the American flag,” and this because
“the number of American cruisers on the station is so small, in
proportion to the immense extent of the slave-dealing coast.”2774

The fitting out of slavers became a flourishing business in the
United States, and centred at New York City. “Few of our
readers,” writes a periodical of the day, “are aware of the
extent to which this infernal traffic is carried on, by vessels
clearing from New York, and in close alliance with our
legitimate trade; and that down-town merchants of wealth and
respectability are extensively engaged in buying and selling

2773. Gregory to the Secretary of the Navy, June 8, 1850: SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 31 Congress, 1st session, XIV. No. 66, 
page 2. Cf. SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 31 Congress, 2d session, II. No. 6.
2774. Cumming to Commodore Fanshawe, Feb. 22, 1850: SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 31 Congress, 1st session, XIV. No. 66, 
page 8.
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Transcript]
African Negroes, and have been, with comparatively little
interruption, for an indefinite number of years.”2775 Another
periodical says: “The number of persons engaged in the slave-
trade, and the amount of capital embarked in it, exceed our
powers of calculation. The city of New York has been until of
late [1862] the principal port of the world for this infamous
commerce; although the cities of Portland and Boston are only
second to her in that distinction. Slave dealers added largely
to the wealth of our commercial metropolis; they contributed
liberally to the treasuries of political organizations, and
their bank accounts were largely depleted to carry elections in
New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and Connecticut.”2776 During eighteen
months of the years 1859-1860 eighty-five slavers are reported
to have been fitted out in New York harbor,2777 and these alone
transported from 30,000 to 60,000 slaves annually.2778 The United
States deputy marshal of that district declared in 1856 that the
business of fitting out slavers “was never prosecuted with
greater energy than at present. The occasional interposition of
the legal authorities exercises no apparent influence for its
suppression. It is seldom that one or more vessels cannot be
designated at the wharves, respecting which there is evidence
that she is either in or has been concerned in the Traffic.”2779

On the coast of Africa “it is a well-known fact that most of the
Slave ships which visit the river are sent from New York and New
Orleans.”2780

The absence of United States war-ships at the Brazilian station
enabled American smugglers to run in cargoes, in spite of the
prohibitory law. One cargo of five hundred slaves was landed in
1852, and the Correio Mercantil regrets “that it was the flag
of the United States which covered this act of piracy, sustained
by citizens of that great nation.”2781 When the Brazil trade
declined, the illicit Cuban trade greatly increased, and the
British consul reported: “Almost all the slave expeditions for
some time past have been fitted out in the United States, chiefly
at New York.”2782

Aug 18th ’56

Pm to Beck Stow’s
Now perhaps get thorough wort—

2775. New York Journal of Commerce, 1857; quoted in 24TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, page 56.
2776. “The Slave-Trade in New York,” in the Continental Monthly, January 1862, page 87.
2777. New York Evening Post; quoted in Lalor, CYCLOPÆDIA, III. 733.
2778. Lalor, CYCLOPÆDIA, III. 733; quoted from a New York paper.
2779. FRIENDS’ APPEAL ON BEHALF OF THE COLOURED RACES (1858), Appendix, page 41; quoted from the Journal of Commerce.
2780. 26TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, pages 53-4; quoted from the African correspondent of the Boston 
Journal. From April, 1857, to May, 1858, twenty-one of twenty-two slavers which were seized by British cruisers proved to be 
American, from New York, Boston, and New Orleans. Cf. 25TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, page 122. De 
Bow estimated in 1856 that forty slavers cleared annually from Eastern harbors, clearing yearly $17,000,000: De Bow’s Review, 
XXII. 430-1.
2781. SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 33d Congress, 1st session, VIII. No. 47, page 13.
2782. HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 34th Congress, 1st session, XII. No. 105, page 38.
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The Lecheas in the great fields are
now turning red—especially the fine one—
As I go along the hill sides in sprout-
lands—amid the S. stricta I
hear the looking for the blackberries left
after the rain— I hear I [^The sun] warm as ever, but
the air cool nevertheless— I hear the steady (not
intermittent) shrilling of ap. the alder cricket
clear—loud & autumnal—a season sound.
Hear it, but see it not. It reminds me
of past {autums} & the lapse of time—
suggests a pleasing thoughtful melancholy
—like the sound of the flail— Such preparation
—such an outfit has our life & so little
brought to pass!
Hear a faint warbling bird amid birches
& pines—clear yel throat & breast—greenish ?
[^conspic.]
yellow head—white bar on wings—white beneath
—forked tail—bluish legs— Can it be Pine warbler—?
The note thus faint—is not like it.
See Black & white creeper—
See by the high path side N of Moores Holly
Swamp—ap what I have called D. Dillenii
It is ap. about in its prime [added in pencil:^earlier than D. Paniculatum]—though partly gone
to seed— I am in doubt whether it can be really
D. Dillenii [^the leaves so small (1 to 1 3/4 inch) & pods 2 to 3 semi {orbicular}.]— It may be Rigidum (though
this
is not adequately described) or a var of Ciliare
The flowers are of a bluish or verdigrease green—
in drying— The stems are rough pubescent—about
2 feet long spreading from a center—petioles 1/4 to
5/8 of an inch long—leafets ovate or ovate
lanceolate, lowest roundish—very finely ciliate
on edge— Panicle a foot or more long—

It is perhaps ciliare—except that the leafets
are larger [^some of the same at Wyman’s shore Aug 23 has leaves spotted or {watered} light &
dark green] [^& 1 to 3 pods] [^Of those Described in Gray, it can only be Rigidum or Ciliare]
 — — They {are} rather hairy or]
? downy beneath as well as the short petioles.
—but the leaves are not very crowded nor very hairy like the latter & are [^larger— I will call it D. Rigidum—
for it is likely to be intermediate bet. no 16 & no 11, though imperfectly described.]
[^V. 19th prox.]
[^This is the one also of Heywood Peak July 31 ‘53— Peters path ’56 &
Wyman’s shore ’56]
Close by [^a few rods more E V 26th] a new var ap of Lespedeza violacea
—which ap. opens with the common— The flowers
are a peculiar light red-purple not violet
— Plant 15 or 20 inches high much {this word rendered as “much” may be “sweet”} & long
branched— Peduncles 4 to 6/8 of an inch long!!
leafets 1/2 to 1 inch {touch} or smoothish petioles [^rising above leaves—& longer]
1/4 inch or more long. Call it the long-
peduncled var of Lesped— Violacea. [^I suppose it can not be L. Stuvei]
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Yel. Beth Star yet. & Indigo
Saw yesterday & some days before—a
monster aphides [^aphis] some 5/8 inch long on
a huckleberry leaf— I mistook it as before
for a sort of loose spun coccoon— It was
obovate indistinctly ribbed—of long {perhaps rather than “of long” this word is “glossy”] loose white
streaming down, but being top touched, it
recoiled & taken off the leaf rolled itself into a
ball. The Father of all the aphides.
Oenothera pumila still.

 November 24: In an attempt to save Granada, Nicaragua from destruction, allied Central American troops 
attacked the mercenaries in the city. Unfortunately, friction between the various groups in the coalition would 
delay the capture of the city into mid-December.

Per reports in the San Francisco, California Daily Alta California:

CORONER’S INQUEST. — Coroner Kent held an inquest
yesterday, over the body of Neil Mackay, which was found
last Saturday morning, on the floor of a shanty in
Jessie street. The principal testimony in the case was
as follows:

Miss Mary Bowlin testified — I live with my mother and
family, two doors from the dwelling of the deceased.
About 9 o’clock on the evening before Mackay died, my
mother spoke to me and said I hear a noise, and I said
it was Mackay; I went and called for Mr. Ross, but he
was not at home; the noise continued; it seemed that
Mackay was stamping with his boots; we then thought he
was intoxicated, and fearing he would do some harm, we
went and staid with a friend all night.

David Ross testified — I saw Mackay on Friday morning
about 8 o’clock; he said he was sick, had pains all over
him; he then said he had lost $75 out of his pocket;
about 9 o’clock at night, I met some women who lived two
doors from Mackay’s house, who told me that Mackay was
making a great noise, and they were afraid he would burn
the premises; I obtained a light and went to Mackay’s
door and rapped, but received no answer; I then looked
in at one of the window and could not see him, the bed
was empty; thinking he had gone out, I went away.

The verdict of the jury was that the deceased came to
his death from apoplexy.

SUICIDE. — The body of T. Pander was washed ashore on
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Friday, in front of the “Bella Union,” Benicia. The jury
found that the deceased came to his death by drowning,
caused by his own voluntary act. The Solano Herald
states that he had a clothing store in Benicia, where
he had lived since ’52. The act was certainly
premeditated, for the day before he committed the deed,
he made out several bills for collection, and showed his
wife the accounts and business of the store. His friends
assign the depression of business as the cause of the
rash act.

MISSING. — Capt. Pratt, residing in New York of the
Pacific, it is supposed has been drowned in the San
Joaquin. He has not been seen for a week, although he
left word at home that he would return in the evening.
His gun and boat are missing.

FATAL ACCIDENT — MAN DROWNED. — A man named William Harper,
who kept a butcher shop on Geary street, near Dupont,
was drowned yesterday in the lake at the rear of the
Lake House, nine miles from town. He rode out, between
ten and eleven o’clock, with a friend, for a pleasure
ride, intending to return within a couple of hours.
Shortly after reaching the house, Harper obtained a gun,
and taking a small skiff, used by men working about the
place, started off on the lake alone, in search of
ducks. From some cause not known, the skiff, when about
a hundred yards from the shore, upset; and the
unfortunate sportsman, when seen a few moments
afterward, was in the act of sinking. The deceased was
a married man, thirty-one years of age, and came from
Philadelphia. Coroner Kent held an inquest on the body
Sunday afternoon, at the Lake House, after which it was
brought in and given to the bereaved wife. The only
testimony taken in the matter was as follows:

H. Wilson sworn, says — I recognize the deceased. This
day, about twelve o’clock, I saw him struggling in the
lake, just back of the Lake House; I could see him
razing his hands two or three times, and then he sunk;
the skiff was about a rod from him, upset; he was then
grappled for, and his body recovered about an hour and
a half afterwards; the skiff belonged to James Riddle;
Harper was alone in the skiff; I don’t know what caused
the skiff to upset.

Per reports in the Sacramento, California Daily Union:

LETTER FROM SAN FRANCISCO. THE POISONING CASE STILL A MYSTERY.

San Francisco, Nov. 22d, 1856.

MESSRS. EDITORS: — The inquest upon the body of Mrs.
Susannah Perigo, who died suddenly on the 12th inst.,
was concluded yesterday afternoon. The investigation,
though patient and lengthy, failed to throw any light
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upon the question as to who administered the drug which
caused her death. The evidence is contradictory as to
her character for chastity, but she was an extremely
industrious and saving woman. From the testimony, it
appears that she and Major Thomas Glenn took each a
seidlitz powder at an early hour in the morning, and
that both the powders contained poison, in the shape of
strychnine, as the two were affected similarly and at
the same time. There is no reason to believe that the
woman intended to poison either herself or Major Glenn,
as she was not aware, until told by her physician, that
she was poisoned, and the taking of the powder by the
Major was purely accidental.

The remainder of the powders in the box have been
analyzed, as has been the residue of the sugar in the
bowl, from which the seidlitz powders were sweetened,
without detecting the slightest trace of strychnine.
Even the papers from which the identical powders the two
took were obtained, have been subjected to analysis
without finding any poison. The strychnine, it is
supposed, was dissolved in the water, in which the
powders were mixed; none of this, unfortunately, was
saved. This is all the information that the Coroner’s
jury could bring to light, as to the taking of the
poison.

Mr. and Mrs. Perigo have not lived together since March
last, not so much in consequence of any misunderstanding
between them, as the inability of the husband to support
her. He, however, was in the habit of frequently
visiting her, since that time.

The verdict returned was that the woman “came to her
death from the effects of strychnine, administered by
some person or persons unknown to us. We also find that
she was a native of Baton Rouge, Louisiana, and aged 27
years, and that her name is Susannah Perigo.”

The Sheriff took occasion to strongly condemn the course
pursued by the druggists, in the indiscriminate sale of
violent poisons to parties unknown, and without labels.
This is an evil which cannot be too strongly reprobated,
and which should be remedied....

A man, name unknown, was found dead this morning, in an
old carpenter shop on Mission street. The body was
removed to the Coroner’s office, and a post mortem
examination had, and it was ascertained that the man
died from exposure.

SUDDEN DEATHS. — On Wednesday, November 19th, Abner
Johnson, living eight miles from San Jose, on the
Almaden road, was found dead in the yard adjoining his
house. He died of apoplexy.

On the 15th, Frank Nicholson, a miner, living near
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Newtown, El Dorado county, while sitting by the stove
of a neighbor, fell down and almost instantly expired.
It was ascertained that he died of apoplexy. He was an
Englishman, but came to this country from Detroit,
Michigan.

FATAL ACCIDENT. — A man named D. Connor, a native of
Ireland, aged about twenty-two years, residing at the
corner of S and 10th streets, was run over by a wagon
loaded with wood, which he was driving, about dusk on
Friday evening, and died of the injuries received on the
following morning.

He was engaged in hauling the wood to one of the brick
yards below R street levee, and in descending the levee
at the crossing of 10th street one of the stakes of the
wagon gave way, precipitating him, with a portion of the
load, forward of the wagon, one or more of the wheels
of which passed over his breast.

We called on Dr. Bell, County Coroner, to ascertain if
an inquest had been held, and learned that he had
received no information of the accident, except through
the papers after the remains had been interred.

This is the second case, of recent occurrence, in this
city, in which persons have died of violent injuries,
and the bodies have been buried without notifying the
Coroner, and consequently without a proper and thorough
investigation as to the causes of the death. If anything
can be done to prevent the recurrence of such culpable
acts, the remedy should be applied. The matter is of too
much importance to be passed over lightly, as this
method of proceeding is liable to be abused, and to be
adopted as a means of covering up crime.

NOT THE MAN. — We mentioned on Saturday that a man named
James Douglass had been arrested in this city, on
suspicion of being one Hoagland, who murdered a man
named James Hunt, in Butte county, in October 1855.
Information of the arrest having been sent to the
Sheriff of Butte county, the Deputy Sheriff, W.W.
Hobart, came down on Saturday to take charge of the
prisoner, should he prove to be the same person.
It turned out, however, that he was not the man,
although the resemblance was as close as though he was
the person intended to be described. Of course, he was
released from custody.

COUNTY DEAD. — A man named Richard Print, aged 37 years,
formerly of New York, a confectioner by trade, died at
the County Hospital, on L street, about noon on Friday,
and was buried at 3 o’clock in the afternoon. We learn
that he was brought there on the afternoon of Thursday,
the person bringing him representing that he had had a
fit at a place on 3d street, two doors north of the
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Sacramento Theater, and that he had been employed about
the house, keeping bar, &c. His appearance indicated
that he had been drinking excessively for some time
previous. He was speechless when he arrived at the
hospital, and so continued up to the time of his
decease. Inasmuch as the remains were not interred in
the city cemetery, we would inquire where the county
buries its dead.

Governor Adams, in his annual message to the legislature of South Carolina, offered insight into why it was 
that Southern white slaveholders were so utterly opposed to the international slave trade. This attitude was 
based entirely upon their regard for their own convenience and had nothing whatever to do with any 
commiseration with their slaves:

It is apprehended that the opening of this trade [the slave-
trade] will lessen the value of slaves, and ultimately destroy
the institution. It is a sufficient answer to point to the fact,
that unrestricted immigration has not diminished the value of
labor in the Northwestern section of the confederacy. The cry
there is want of labor, notwithstanding capital has the
pauperism of the old world to press into its grinding service.
If we cannot supply the demand for slave labor, then we must
expect to be supplied with a species of labor we do not want,
and which is, from the very nature of things, antagonistic to
our institutions. It is much better that our drays should be
driven by slaves —that our factories should be worked by slaves
—that our hotels should be served by slaves —that our
locomotives should be manned by slaves, than that we should be
exposed to the introduction, from any quarter, of a population
alien to us by birth, training, and education, and which, in the
process of time, must lead to that conflict between capital and
labor, “which makes it so difficult to maintain free
institutions in all wealthy and highly civilized nations where
such institutions as ours do not exist.” In all slaveholding
States, true policy dictates that the superior race should
direct, and the inferior perform all menial service. Competition
between the white and black man for this service, may not disturb
Northern sensibility, but it does not exactly suit our latitude
(SOUTH CAROLINA HOUSE JOURNAL, 1856, page 36; Cluskey, POLITICAL TEXT-
BOOK, 14 edition, page 585.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: It was not altogether a mistaken
judgment that led the constitutional fathers to consider the
slave-trade as the backbone of slavery. An economic system based
on slave labor will find, sooner or later, that the demand for
the cheapest slave labor cannot long be withstood. Once degrade
the laborer so that he cannot assert his own rights, and there
is but one limit below which his price cannot be reduced. That
limit is not his physical well-being, for it may be, and in the
Gulf States it was, cheaper to work him rapidly to death; the
limit is simply the cost of procuring him and keeping him alive
a profitable length of time. Only the moral sense of a community
can keep helpless labor from sinking to this level; and when a
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community has once been debauched by slavery, its moral sense
offers little resistance to economic demand. This was the case
in the West Indies and Brazil; and although better moral stamina
held the crisis back longer in the United States, yet even here
the ethical standard of the South was not able to maintain itself
against the demands of the cotton industry. When, after 1850,
the price of slaves had risen to a monopoly height, the leaders
of the plantation system, brought to the edge of bankruptcy by
the crude and reckless farming necessary under a slave régime,
and baffled, at least temporarily, in their quest of new rich
land to exploit, began instinctively to feel that the only
salvation of American slavery lay in the reopening of the
African slave-trade.
It took but a spark to put this instinctive feeling into words,
and words led to deeds. The movement first took definite form
in the ever radical State of South Carolina. In 1854 a grand
jury in the Williamsburg district declared, “as our unanimous
opinion, that the Federal law abolishing the African Slave Trade
is a public grievance. We hold this trade has been and would be,
if re-established, a blessing to the American people, and a
benefit to the African himself.”2783 This attracted only local
attention; but when, in 1856, the governor of the State, in his
annual message, calmly argued at length for a reopening of the
trade, and boldly declared that “if we cannot supply the demand
for slave labor, then we must expect to be supplied with a
species of labor we do not want,”2784 such words struck even
Southern ears like “a thunder clap in a calm day.”2785 And yet
it needed but a few years to show that South Carolina had merely
been the first to put into words the inarticulate thought of a
large minority, if not a majority, of the inhabitants of the
Gulf States.

 [THOREAU MADE NO ENTRIES IN HIS JOURNAL FROM NOVEMBER 
3d TO NOVEMBER 24th]

Read Henry Thoreau’s Journal for December 1856 (æt. 39)

2783. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1854-5, page 1156.
2784. Cluskey, POLITICAL TEXT-BOOK (14th edition), page 585.
2785. De Bow’s Review, XXII. 223; quoted from Andrew Hunter of Virginia.
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 December 1, Monday: In San Francisco, California, the Morning Call was established (it was owned by 
James J. Ayres, David W. Higgins, Lew Zublin, Charles F. Jobson, and W.L. Carpenter).

When Bedrich Smetana opened a music school in Göteborg, he attracted more students than he would be able 
to enroll.

Mustafa Resid Pasha replaced Mehmed Emin Ali Pasha as Grand Vizier of the Ottoman Empire.

In his journal, Henry Thoreau penned a paean to his neighbor Cyrus Hubbard:

I see the old pale-faced farmer out again on his sled now for
the five-thousandth time, — Cyrus Hubbard, a man of a certain
New England probity and worth, immortal and natural, like a
natural product, like the sweetness of a nut, like the toughness
of hickory. He, too, is a redeemer for me. How superior actually
to the faith he professes! He is not an office-seeker. What an
institution, what a revelation is a man! We are wont foolishly
to think that the creed which a man professes is more significant
than the fact he is. It matters not how hard the conditions
seemed, how mean the world, for a man is a prevalent force and
a new law himself. He is a system whose law is to be observed.
The old farmer condescends to countenance still this nature and
order of things. It is a great encouragement that an honest man
makes this world his abode. He rides on the sled drawn by oxen,
world-wise, yet comparatively so young, as if they had seen
scores of winters. The farmer spoke to me, I can swear, clean,
cold, moderate as the snow. He does not melt the snow where he
treads. Yet what a faint impression that encounter may make on
me after all! Moderate, natural, true, as if he were made of
earth, stone, wood, snow. I thus meet in this universe kindred
of mine, composed of these elements. I see men like frogs; their
peeping I partially understand.

The journals of Waldo Emerson for this year as assembled by his son Edward Waldo Emerson in 1904-1914 
would excerpt the following contents: 

December 1: One would say that such a dinner-party as L. desires could only be arranged on the Resurrection
Day: — Zeus of Crete, Pericles of Athens, Rabelais of Paris, Shakspeare of Stratford, Lord Bacon, Dr. Franklin,
Montaigne, Columbus, Mr. Alcott, and Tom Appleton, etc., etc.

Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: “Report of the Secretary of the 
Navy.” –HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 34th Congress 3d session, I. pt. 2, No. 1, pt. 2, page 407.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: Early in December 1856, the subject
reached Congress; and although the agitation was then new,
fifty-seven Southern Congressmen refused to declare a re-opening
of the slave-trade “shocking to the moral sentiment of the
enlightened portion of mankind,” and eight refused to call the

EMERSON’S JOURNAL, IX
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reopening even “unwise” and “inexpedient.”2786 Three years
later, January 31, 1859, it was impossible, in a House of one
hundred and ninety-nine members, to get a two-thirds vote in
order even to consider Kilgore’s resolutions, which declared
“that no legislation can be too thorough in its measures, nor
can any penalty known to the catalogue of modern punishment for
crime be too severe against a traffic so inhuman and
unchristian.”2787

Congressmen and other prominent men hastened with the rising
tide.2788 Dowdell of Alabama declared the repressive acts “highly
offensive;” J.B. Clay of Kentucky was “opposed to all these
laws;”2789 Seward of Georgia declared them “wrong, and a
violation of the Constitution;”2790 Barksdale of Mississippi
agreed with this sentiment; Crawford of Georgia threatened a
reopening of the trade; Miles of South Carolina was for
“sweeping away” all restrictions;2791 Keitt of South Carolina
wished to withdraw the African squadron, and to cease to brand
slave-trading as piracy;2792 Brown of Mississippi “would repeal
the law instantly;”2793 Alexander Stephens, in his farewell
address to his constituents, said: “Slave states cannot be made
without Africans.... [My object is] to bring clearly to your
mind the great truth that without an increase of African slaves
from abroad, you may not expect or look for many more slave
States.”2794 Jefferson Davis strongly denied “any coincidence of
opinion with those who prate of the inhumanity and sinfulness
of the trade. The interest of Mississippi,” said he, “not of the
African, dictates my conclusion.” He opposed the immediate
reopening of the trade in Mississippi for fear of a paralyzing
influx of Negroes, but carefully added: “This conclusion, in
relation to Mississippi, is based upon my view of her present
condition, not upon any general theory. It is not supposed to be
applicable to Texas, to New Mexico, or to any future acquisitions to
be made south of the Rio Grande.”2795 John Forsyth, who for seven
years conducted the slave-trade diplomacy of the nation,
declared, about 1860: “But one stronghold of its [i.e.,
slavery’s] enemies remains to be carried, to complete its triumph and
assure its welfare, — that is the existing prohibition of the
African Slave-trade.”2796 Pollard, in his BLACK DIAMONDS, urged the
importation of Africans as “laborers.” “This I grant you,” said

2786. HOUSE JOURNAL, 34th Congress, 3d session, pages 105-10; CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 34th Congress, 3d session, pages 123-
6; Cluskey, POLITICAL TEXT-BOOK (14th edition), page 589.
2787. HOUSE JOURNAL, 35th Congress, 2d session, pages 298-9. Cf. 26TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, 
page 45.
2788. Cf. REPORTS OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, especially the 26th, pages 43-4.
2789. 26TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, page 43. He referred especially to the Treaty of 1842.
2790. 26TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, page 43; CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 35th Congress, 2d session, 
Appendix, pages 248-50.
2791. 26TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, page 44.
2792. 26TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, page 44; 27TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY 
SOCIETY, pages 13-4.
2793. 26TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, page 44.
2794. Quoted in Lalor, CYCLOPÆDIA, III. 733; Cairnes, THE SLAVE POWER (New York, 1862), page 123, note; 27TH REPORT OF 
THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, page 15.
2795. Quoted in Cairnes, THE SLAVE POWER, page 123, note; 27TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, page 19.
2796. 27TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, page 16; quoted from the Mobile Register.
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he, “would be practically the re-opening of the African slave
trade; but ... you will find that it very often becomes necessary
to evade the letter of the law, in some of the greatest measures
of social happiness and patriotism.”2797

Recently I have been doing some Googling, attempting to find on the internet any discussion of what I refer 
to as “thinking in terms of the Law of the Most Limiting Condition.” Alarmingly, I have found nothing 
whatsoever. It would seem that nobody is thinking in terms of this law, at present, while they are doing their 
thinking about the burning of fossil fuels and carbon dioxide and global warming! That’s very scary, because 
this Law is vital to an understanding of our ecological predicament. In default of these cultural materials being 
generally available, therefore, I will attempt here to explain what this Law of the Most Limiting Condition is. 
I am inserting this material under December 1, 1856 in the Kouroo Contexture, because it was on this date 
during Thoreau’s lifetime that the Reverend Charles Kingsley (1819-1875) sent a letter of advice to an editor, 
recommending that the editor carefully check for some errors that might have crept into the manuscript, errors 
that might not easily be noticed (CHARLES KINGSLEY: HIS LETTERS AND MEMORIES OF HIS LIFE, EDITED BY FANNY 
KINGSLEY. London: H.S. King, 1877), and cautioned this editor:

Pray take care of this, for the devil is very busy, and no one
knows better than he, that “nothing is stronger than its weakest
part,” or more ready to point out the said weakest part to a
Pharisee, or a Sadducee, or a scribe.

From this remark, it seems, has descended our adage that “A chain is no stronger than its weakest link,” 
cautioning us that no matter how rapidly and remorselessly something is developing, its development is always 
limited by nothing less limiting than its most limiting condition. According to the RANDOM HOUSE DICTIONARY 
OF POPULAR PROVERBS & SAYINGS (1996) by Gregory Y. Titelman, the proverb is found in varying forms: “A 
chain is as strong as its weakest link”; “A chain is only as strong as its weakest link”; “The strength of a chain 
is its weakest link,” etc. This proverb, which as you can see originated during Thoreau’s lifetime, is the source 
for my “Law of the Most Limiting Condition.”
The failure mode we can get into, when we neglect this law, might be a neglect to consider the fact that a chain 
is only as strong as its weakest link, or it may be that the failure mode we can get into is a failure mode in 
which we suppose that we are paying careful attention to that fact, but we have inaccurately pre-identified link 
#13 as the weakest one, when in fact link #9 will prove to be weaker than link #13. Whether the error in our 
thinking is the error of failing to take the Law of the Most Limiting Condition into consideration, or whether 
the error in our thinking is the error of mis-identifying the condition that is the very most limiting, the chain 
fails unexpectedly and we are rudely surprised.
The question I am posing is, what if we go on thinking in terms of clean versus dirty fuels, and a dirty 
environment isn’t our most limiting condition? —What if we go on thinking in terms of renewable versus 
nonrenewable fuels, and in terms of the exhaustion of our fossil fuel reserves, and the availability of stuff to 
burn in the generation of energy turns out to be not our most limiting condition, but something disastrous that 
is going to happen to us considerably before we have an opportunity to burn everything that can be converted 
into carbon dioxide in the generation of energy?
Failure to attend to the Law of the Most Limiting Condition makes us vulnerable to the Law of Surprises, and 
according to this Law of Surprises, an accident is something that happens before it happens. 

 Dec 1st

2797. Edition of 1859, pages 63-4.
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Pm by path around Walden—
With this little snow of the 29th ult there
is yet [^pretty] good sledding, for it lies solid.
I see the old pale-faced farmer out again
on his sled now for the 5000th time.
Cyrus Hubbard a man of a certain N.E.
probity & worth—immortal & natural like
a natural product—like the sweetness of a
nut—like the toughness of hickory. He too
is a redeemer for me— How superior actually
to the faith he professes! He is not an
office-seeker. What an institution—
what a revelation is a man! We are
wont foolishly to think that the creed which
a man professes is more significant than
the fact he is— It matters not how hard
the conditions seemed—how mean the
world—for a man is a prevalent force
& a new law himself. He is a system whose
law is to be observed— The old farmer condescends
to countenance still this nature & order
of things— It is a great encourage-
ment that an honest man makes this
world his abode. He rides on the sled
drawn by oxen world-wise, yet compara [in pencil:^-] 
tively so wise [^young] , as if they had seen scores of
winters— The farmer spoke to me, I can
swear, clean, cold, moderate as the snow
—he does not melt the snow where he treads
—Yet what a faint impression that encounter
may make on me after all! Moderate
natural, true—as if he were made of earth,
stone, wood, snow. I thus meet in this
universe kindred of mine—composed of these
elements. I see men like frogs, their
peeping I partially understand.
I go by Hadens to take A Wheelers wood path
to R. R. Slate-colored snow birds [Dark-eyed Junco  Junco hyemalis] flit 
before me in the path—feeding on the
seeds on the snow—the countless little
brown seeds that begin to be scattered
over the snow—so much the more ob-
vious to bird & beast— A hundred kinds
of indigenous grain are harvested now
—broad cast upon the surface of the snow.
Thus at a critical season these seeds
are shaken down on to a [^clean] white napkin, un-
mixed with dirt & rubbish—& off this
the little pensioners pick them— Their clean
table is thus spread a few inches or feet
above the ground. Will wonder become
extinct in me? Shall I become insensible as
a fungus?
A ridge of earth, with the red cocks comb-
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lichen on it, peeps out still at the rut’s

edge. The dear wholesome color of
shrub oak leaves—so clean & firm
not decaying, but which have put on a
kind of immortality—not wrinkled &
thin like the white oak leaves—but
full veined & plump as nearer earth—
Well tanned leather on the one side
—sun-tanned—color of colors—color of
the cow and the deer—silver downy beneath
turned toward the late bleached & russet
fields— What are acanthus leaves
& the rest to this? Emblem of my winter
condition. I love & could embrace the
shrub oak with its scanty garment of
leaves rising above the snow—lowly whisper-
ing to me—akin to winter thoughts & sunsets
& to all virtue. Covert which the hare
& the partridge seek. [^& I too seek] What cousin of
mine is the shrub oak? How can
any man suffer long? for a sense of
want is a prayer, & all prayers are
answered.— Rigid as iron—clean as the
atmosphere—hardy as virtue—innocent
& sweet as a maiden—is the shrub-oak.
In proportion as I know & love it—I
am natural & sound as a partridge.
I felt a positive yearning toward one
bush this afternoon. There was a match
found for me at last— I fell in
love with a shrub-oak. Tenacious of its
leaves—which shrivel not but retain a
certain wintry life in them—firm shields{—}painted
in fast colors a rich brown— The deer mouse
too knows the shruboak—& has h [^its] hole in
the snow by the shrub oak’s stem.
Now too I remark in many places
ridges & fields [^of] fine russet or straw Colored
grass rising above the snow— —& beds
of empty straw colored heads of everlasting
& ragged looking Roman wormwood.
The blue-curl’s chalices stand empty—
& waiting evidently to be filled with ice.
I see great thimble-berry bushes rising
above the snow with still a rich rank
bloom on them as in July —hypaethral
mildew—elysian fungus! To see the
bloom on a thimble-berry stem lasting
into mid winter! What a salve that
would make{,} collected & boxed!
No I am a stranger in your towns—
I am not at home at French’s or Love-
joys—or Savery’s— I can winter more to
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my mind amid the shrub oaks— I have
made arrangements to stay with them.
The shrub-oak—lowly—loving the earth
& spreading over it—tough—thick leaved—
—leaves firm & sound in winter & rustling like
leather shields—leaves fair & wholesome

to the eye—clean [^& smooth] to the touch. Tough
to support the snow—not broken down by it.
Well nigh useless to man. A sturdy phalanx
hard to break through— Product of New England’s
surface. Bearing many striped acorns—
I have seen more chestnuts in the streets of N. Y.
than any where else this year—large & plump
ones—roasting in the street—roasting & pop-
ping on the steps of banks & exchanges. Was
surprised to see that the citizens made as much
of the nuts of the wild wood as the squirrels.
Not only the country boys—all New York
goes a-nutting. Chestnuts for cabmen & news-
boys—for not only are squirrels to be fed.
Well named shrub-oak. Low—robust—hardy.
Indigenous— Well known to the striped squirrel
& the partridge & rabbit. The squirrels nibbles
its nuts sitting upon an [^old] stump of its larger cousins.
What is Peruvian bark to your bark!
How many rents I owe to you—how many
eyes put out! how many bleeding fingers!
How many shrub oak patches I have been
through—stooping—winding my way—bending the
twigs aside, guiding myself by the sun—over
hills & valleys & plains, resting in clear grassy
spaces. I love to go through a patch of shrub
oak in a bee line—where you tear your
clothes & put your eyes out
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 December 15, Monday: MADAME BOVARY. MŒURS DE PROVINCE by Gustave Flaubert completed 
publication in La Revue de Paris.

In the Massachusetts state prison, prisoner James McGee, while serving a sentence of 10 years for attempting 
to slash the throat of his wife with a razor, killed Deputy Warden Galen C. Walker by stabbing him twice with 
a knife (this prisoner would be sentenced to death by hanging).

Per reports in the Sacramento, California Daily Union:

THE SHOOTING AFFAIR AT STAPLES’ RANCH. — On the 11th Dec. an
inquest was held at the above place, on the body of
Henry Megerle, who was shot by an Indian. Of it, the
Stockton Republican says: The testimony in the case
showed no malice on the part of the Indian, but rather
went to exculpate him from any intention of taking the
life of Megerle. The gun was found to be broken off at
the breech, which the Indian says was done by Megerle,
in endeavoring to wrench it out of his hands. The jury
were unable to decide how the gun was discharged. The
Indian’s name is Angel.

SUDDEN DEATH. — A German lady named Anna Barbara Foerster,
aged fifty-two years, died suddenly on Thursday night,
at her residence on Geary street, San Francisco, says
the Herald. — She was sitting and sewing at the time,
when she fell over and expired. It is supposed she burst
a blood vessel, and died from internal hemorrhage.

TO BE HUNG. — Cottle, the murderer, is to be hung at
Jackson on Friday next, Dec. 19th, if, the Sentinel
says, he does not in the meantime escape from jail.

Argumentation got underway at the Supreme Court, in the case of Dred Scott v. Sandford. By this time the 
general public had become alerted to the fact that the Missouri compromise was in danger of being 
compromised, and there was a large audience for the hearings.

The US House of Representatives attempted to express how utterly opposed its members were to any thought 
of the reopening of the African slave-trade.

“Resolved, That this House of Representatives regards all
suggestions and propositions of every kind, by whomsoever made,
for a revival of the African slave trade, as shocking to the
moral sentiment of the enlightened portion of mankind; and that
any action on the part of Congress conniving at or legalizing
that horrid and inhuman traffic would justly subject the
government and citizens of the United States to the reproach and
execration of all civilized and Christian people throughout the
world.” Offered by Mr. Etheridge; agreed to, 152 to 57. HOUSE
JOURNAL, 34th Congress, 3d session, pages 105-11; CONGRESSIONAL
GLOBE, 34th Congress, 3d session, pages 123-5, and Appendix,
pages 364-70.

“Resolved, That it is inexpedient to repeal the laws prohibiting
the African slave trade.” Offered by Mr. Orr; not voted upon.
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CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 34th Congress, 3d session, page 123.

“Resolved, That it is inexpedient, unwise, and contrary to the
settled policy of the United States, to repeal the laws
prohibiting the African slave trade.” Offered by Mr. Orr; agreed
to, 183 to 8. HOUSE JOURNAL, 34th Congress, 3d session, pages 111-
3; CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 34th Congress, 3d session, pages 125-6.

“Resolved, That the House of Representatives, expressing, as they
believe, public opinion both North and South, are utterly
opposed to the reopening of the slave trade.” Offered by Mr.
Boyce; not voted upon. CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 34th Congress, 3d
session, page 125.

 Dec 15 

—which by morning has dried up almost all
the water in the road. It still blows hard
at 2 Pm—but it is not cold.
3 Pm to Walden—
The high N. W. wind of the morning
with what of cold we have—has
made some of those peculiar rake-
toothed icicles—on the dead twigs &c
about the edge of the Pond at the
E end. To produce this phenomenon
is required only open water—a high wind
—& sufficiently cold weather—to freeze
the spray. I observe Bower’s boat
left out at the pond as last winter.
When I see that a man neglects
his boat thus, I do not wonder
that he fails in his business. It
is not only shiftlessness—or unthrift—
but a sort of filthiness to let things
go to wrack and ruin thus.

I still recall to mind that character-
istic winter eve of Dec. 9th— The cold
dry & wholesome diet my mind & senses
necessarily fed on—oak leaves—bleached
& withered weeds that rose above the
snow—the now dark green of the pines—
and perchance the faint metallic chip
of a single tree-sparrow. The hushed still-
ness of the road at sundown—aye all
the winter day—the short boreal twilight—
the smooth serenity & the reflections of
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the pond—still alone free from ice—
—the melodious hooting of the owl [Great Horned Owl  Bubo virginianus]—heard
at the same time with the yet more distant
whistle of a locomotive—more aboriginal,
& perchance more enduring here than that—
heard above the voices of all the wise
men of Concord, as if they were not. How
little he is Anglicized! the last strokes
of the woodchopper—who presently bends
his steps homeward—the gilded bar
of cloud across the apparent outlet
of the pond—conducting my thoughts
into the eternal west—the deepening
horizon glow—& the hasty walk home-
ward to enjoy the long winter evening.
The hooting of the owl—! That is a
sound which my red predecessors heard
here more than a thousand years ago—
It sings far & wide occupying the spaces
rightfully—grand—primaeval, aboriginal
sound. There is no whisper in it of the
Buckleys—the Flints—the Hosmers who re-
cently squatted here—nor of the 1st parish
nor of the Concord Fight —or of the last
town-meeting.
Mrs Moody very properly calls eating
nuts—“a mouse-like employment”—
It is quite too absorbing—you can’t read
at the same time, as when you are eating
an apple.
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In this year, according to SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 35th Congress, 1st session XII, Number 49 (pages 
14-21, 70-1, etc.), there were at least 20 negreros from New-York, New Orleans, and other US ports.

The negreros William Clark and Jupiter, of New Orleans, Eliza Jane, of New-York, Jos. H. Record, of 
Newport, Rhode Island, and Onward, of Boston were captured by British cruisers (SENATE EXECUTIVE 
DOCUMENT, 35th Congress, 1st session XII, Number 49, pages 13, 25-6, 69, etc).

The negrero James Buchanan escaped capture because it was under American colors, while carrying 300 
slaves (SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 35th Congress, 1st session XII, Number 49, page 38).

The negrero James Titers, of New Orleans, was carrying 1,200 slaves when it was captured by a British cruiser 
(SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 35th Congress, 1st session XII, Number 49, pages 31-4, 40-1).

Four New Orleans negreros were operating along the African coast (SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 35th 
Congress, 1st session, XII, Number 49, page 30).

The negrero Cortes, of New-York, was captured (SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 35th Congress, 1st session, 
XII, Number 49, pages 27-8).

The negrero Charles, of Boston, was captured by British cruisers while carrying 400 slaves (SENATE 
EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 35th Congress, 1st session, XII, Number 49, pages 9, 13, 36, 69, etc).

The Adams Gray and W.D. Miller of New Orleans were fully equipped as  negreros (SENATE EXECUTIVE 
DOCUMENT, 35th Congress, 1st session, XII, Number 49, pages 3-5, 13).

Between this year and the following one, such American vessels as the Charlotte, of New-York, the Charles, 
of Maryland, etc., were reported to be negreros (SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 35th Congress, 1st session, 
XII, Number 49, passim).

Slavery had been brought to an end in Rhode Island in 1843 and in Connecticut in 1848. In this year it was 
ended in New Hampshire as well and the North was poised and positioned to become self-righteous in 
contradistinction to the recalcitrant South. In analyzing the transition known as “gradual emancipation” in 
New England, Joanne Pope Melish has specified in considerable detail how the stigma of status, “slave,” 
gradually evolved into the stigma of being, “black”:

Throughout New England the mapping of dependency from the
category “slave” onto the category “person of color” was
achieved by a range of practices that insisted upon a slavelike
status for persons of color in freedom.

Actually she has analyzed this in considerable critical detail:

The meaning of “free” as it had developed in the ideology of the
abolition movement was a category that existed paradoxically in
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two apparently contradictory semantic domains: “absence” and
“availability.” The language of abolition framed the possible
meanings of “free person of color” as a category to include a
state of being for whites along with people of color: “free”
always included the state of being “free of slavery,” which
included a presumption of freedom from slaves themselves –that
is, the promise of the ultimate absence of the humans occupying
that category– as a desirable status for white.... In whites’
minds, formally and conceptually, free people of color had no
place at all, even though they were physically still present as
day or contract laborers.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: A somewhat more sincere and determined
effort to enforce the slave-trade laws now followed; and yet it
is a significant fact that not until Lincoln’s administration
did a slave-trader suffer death for violating the laws of the
United States. The participation of Americans in the trade
continued, declining somewhat between 1825 and 1830, and then
reviving, until it reached its highest activity between 1840 and
1860. The development of a vast internal slave-trade, and the
consequent rise in the South of vested interests strongly
opposed to slave smuggling, led to a falling off in the illicit
introduction of Negroes after 1825, until the fifties;
nevertheless, smuggling never entirely ceased, and large numbers
were thus added to the plantations of the Gulf States.
Monroe had various constitutional scruples as to the execution
of the Act of 1819;2798 but, as Congress took no action, he at
last put a fair interpretation on his powers, and appointed
Samuel Bacon as an agent in Africa to form a settlement for
recaptured Africans. Gradually the agency thus formed became
merged with that of the Colonization Society on Cape Mesurado;
and from this union Liberia was finally evolved.2799

Meantime, during the years 1818 to 1820, the activity of the
slave-traders was prodigious. General James Tallmadge declared
in the House, February 15, 1819: “Our laws are already highly
penal against their introduction, and yet, it is a well known
fact, that about fourteen thousand slaves have been brought into
our country this last year.”2800 In the same year Middleton of
South Carolina and Wright of Virginia estimated illicit
introduction at 13,000 and 15,000 respectively.2801 Judge Story,
in charging a jury, took occasion to say: “We have but too many
proofs from unquestionable sources, that it [the slave-trade]
is still carried on with all the implacable rapacity of former
times. Avarice has grown more subtle in its evasions, and
watches and seizes its prey with an appetite quickened rather
than suppressed by its guilty vigils. American citizens are
steeped to their very mouths (I can hardly use too bold a figure)
in this stream of iniquity.”2802 The following year, 1820,

2798. Attorney-General Wirt advised him, October, 1819, that no part of the appropriation could be used to purchase land in Africa 
or tools for the Negroes, or as salary for the agent: OPINIONS OF ATTORNEYS-GENERAL, I. 314-7. Monroe laid the case before 
Congress in a special message Dec. 20, 1819 (HOUSE JOURNAL, 16th Congress 1st session, page 57); but no action was taken there.
2799. Cf. Kendall’s Report, August, 1830: SENATE DOCUMENT, 21st Congress 2d session, I. No. 1, pages 211-8; also see below, 
Chapter X.
2800. Speech in the House of Representatives, Feb. 15, 1819, page 18; published in Boston, 1849.
2801. Jay, INQUIRY INTO AMERICAN COLONIZATION (1838), page 59, note.
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brought some significant statements from various members of
Congress. Said Smith of South Carolina: “Pharaoh was, for his
temerity, drowned in the Red Sea, in pursuing them [the
Israelites] contrary to God’s express will; but our Northern
friends have not been afraid even of that, in their zeal to
furnish the Southern States with Africans. They are better
seamen than Pharaoh, and calculate by that means to elude the
vigilance of Heaven; which they seem to disregard, if they can
but elude the violated laws of their country.”2803 As late as May
he saw little hope of suppressing the traffic.2804 Sergeant of
Pennsylvania declared: “It is notorious that, in spite of the
utmost vigilance that can be employed, African negroes are
clandestinely brought in and sold as slaves.”2805 Plumer of New
Hampshire stated that “of the unhappy beings, thus in violation
of all laws transported to our shores, and thrown by force into
the mass of our black population, scarcely one in a hundred is
ever detected by the officers of the General Government, in a
part of the country, where, if we are to believe the statement
of Governor Rabun, ‘an officer who would perform his duty, by
attempting to enforce the law [against the slave trade] is, by
many, considered as an officious meddler, and treated with
derision and contempt;’ ... I have been told by a gentleman, who
has attended particularly to this subject, that ten thousand
slaves were in one year smuggled into the United States; and
that, even for the last year, we must count the number not by
hundreds, but by thousands.”2806 In 1821 a committee of Congress
characterized prevailing methods as those “of the grossest fraud
that could be practised to deceive the officers of
government.”2807 Another committee, in 1822, after a careful
examination of the subject, declare that they “find it
impossible to measure with precision the effect produced upon
the American branch of the slave trade by the laws above
mentioned, and the seizures under them. They are unable to
state, whether those American merchants, the American capital
and seamen which heretofore aided in this traffic, have
abandoned it altogether, or have sought shelter under the flags
of other nations.” They then state the suspicious circumstance
that, with the disappearance of the American flag from the
traffic, “the trade, notwithstanding, increases annually, under
the flags of other nations.” They complain of the spasmodic
efforts of the executive. They say that the first United States
cruiser arrived on the African coast in March, 1820, and
remained a “few weeks;” that since then four others had in two
years made five visits in all; but “since the middle of last
November, the commencement of the healthy season on that coast,
no vessel has been, nor, as your committee is informed, is, under
orders for that service.”2808 The United States African agent,

2802. Quoted in Friends’ FACTS AND OBSERVATIONS ON THE SLAVE TRADE (ed. 1841), pages 7-8.
2803. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 16th Congress 1st session, pages 270-1.
2804. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 16th Congress 1st session, page 698.
2805. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 16th Congress 1st session, page 1207.
2806. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 16th Congress 1st session, page 1433.
2807. Referring particularly to the case of the slaver “Plattsburg.” Cf. HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress 1st session, II. No. 92, page 
10.
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Ayres, reported in 1823: “I was informed by an American officer
who had been on the coast in 1820, that he had boarded 20
American vessels in one morning, lying in the port of Gallinas,
and fitted for the reception of slaves. It is a lamentable fact,
that most of the harbours, between the Senegal and the line,
were visited by an equal number of American vessels, and for the
sole purpose of carrying away slaves. Although for some years
the coast had been occasionally visited by our cruizers, their
short stay and seldom appearance had made but slight impression
on those traders, rendered hardy by repetition of crime, and
avaricious by excessive gain. They were enabled by a regular
system to gain intelligence of any cruizer being on the
coast.”2809

Even such spasmodic efforts bore abundant fruit, and indicated
what vigorous measures might have accomplished. Between May,
1818, and November, 1821, nearly six hundred Africans were
recaptured and eleven American slavers taken.2810 Such measures
gradually changed the character of the trade, and opened the
international phase of the question. American slavers cleared
for foreign ports, there took a foreign flag and papers, and
then sailed boldly past American cruisers, although their real
character was often well known. More stringent clearance laws
and consular instructions might have greatly reduced this
practice; but nothing was ever done, and gradually the laws
became in large measure powerless to deal with the bulk of the
illicit trade. In 1820, September 16, a British officer, in his
official report, declares that, in spite of United States laws,
“American vessels, American subjects, and American capital, are
unquestionably engaged in the trade, though under other colours
and in disguise.”2811 The United States ship “Cyane” at one time
reported ten captures within a few days, adding: “Although they
are evidently owned by Americans, they are so completely covered
by Spanish papers that it is impossible to condemn them.”2812 The
governor of Sierra Leone reported the rivers Nunez and Pongas
full of renegade European and American slave-traders;2813 the
trade was said to be carried on “to an extent that almost
staggers belief.”2814 Down to 1824 or 1825, reports from all
quarters prove this activity in slave-trading.
The execution of the laws within the country exhibits grave

2808. HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress 1st session, II. No. 92, page 2. The President had in his message spoken in exhilarating tones 
of the success of the government in suppressing the trade. The House Committee appointed in pursuance of this passage made the 
above report. Their conclusions are confirmed by British reports: PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1822, Vol. XXII., SLAVE TRADE, 
Further Papers, III. page 44. So, too, in 1823, Ashmun, the African agent, reports that thousands of slaves are being abducted.
2809. Ayres to the Secretary of the Navy, Feb. 24, 1823; reprinted in FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE (1824), page 
31.
2810. HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress 1st session, II. No. 92, pages 5-6. The slavers were the “Ramirez,” “Endymion,” 
“Esperanza,” “Plattsburg,” “Science,” “Alexander,” “Eugene,” “Mathilde,” “Daphne,” “Eliza,” and “La Pensée.” In these 573 
Africans were taken. The naval officers were greatly handicapped by the size of the ships, etc. (cf. FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN 
SLAVE-TRADE (1824), pages 33-41). They nevertheless acted with great zeal.
2811. PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1821, Vol. XXIII., SLAVE TRADE, Further Papers, A, page 76. The names and description of a 
dozen or more American slavers are given: PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1821, Vol. XXIII., SLAVE TRADE, Further Papers, A, pages 
18-21.
2812. HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress 1st session, II. No. 92, pages 15-20.
2813. HOUSE DOCUMENT, 18th Congress 1st session, VI. No. 119, page 13.
2814. PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1823, Vol. XVIII., SLAVE TRADE, Further Papers, A, pages 10-11.
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defects and even criminal negligence. Attorney-General Wirt
finds it necessary to assure collectors, in 1819, that “it is
against public policy to dispense with prosecutions for
violation of the law to prohibit the Slave trade.”2815 One
district attorney writes: “It appears to be almost impossible
to enforce the laws of the United States against offenders after
the negroes have been landed in the state.”2816 Again, it is
asserted that “when vessels engaged in the slave trade have been
detained by the American cruizers, and sent into the slave-
holding states, there appears at once a difficulty in securing
the freedom to these captives which the laws of the United States
have decreed for them.”2817 In some cases, one man would smuggle
in the Africans and hide them in the woods; then his partner
would “rob” him, and so all trace be lost.2818 Perhaps 350
Africans were officially reported as brought in contrary to law
from 1818 to 1820: the absurdity of this figure is apparent.2819

A circular letter to the marshals, in 1821, brought reports of
only a few well-known cases, like that of the “General Ramirez;”
the marshal of Louisiana had “no information.”2820

There appears to be little positive evidence of a large illicit
importation into the country for a decade after 1825. It is
hardly possible, however, considering the activity in the trade,
that slaves were not largely imported. Indeed, when we note how
the laws were continually broken in other respects, absence of
evidence of petty smuggling becomes presumptive evidence that
collusive or tacit understanding of officers and citizens
allowed the trade to some extent.2821 Finally, it must be noted
that during all this time scarcely a man suffered for
participating in the trade, beyond the loss of the Africans and,
more rarely, of his ship. Red-handed slavers, caught in the act
and convicted, were too often, like La Coste of South Carolina,
the subjects of executive clemency.2822 In certain cases there
were those who even had the effrontery to ask Congress to cancel
their own laws. For instance, in 1819 a Venezuelan privateer,
secretly fitted out and manned by Americans in Baltimore,
succeeded in capturing several American, Portuguese, and Spanish
slavers, and appropriating the slaves; being finally wrecked
herself, she transferred her crew and slaves to one of her
prizes, the “Antelope,” which was eventually captured by a
United States cruiser and the 280 Africans sent to Georgia.
After much litigation, the United States Supreme Court ordered
those captured from Spaniards to be surrendered, and the others
to be returned to Africa. By some mysterious process, only 139
Africans now remained, 100 of whom were sent to Africa. The

2815. OPINIONS OF ATTORNEYS-GENERAL, V. 717.
2816. R.W. Habersham to the Secretary of the Navy, August, 1821; reprinted in FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE 
(1824), page 47.
2817. FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE (1824), page 42.
2818. FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE (1824), page 43.
2819. Cf. above, pages 126-7.
2820. FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE (1824), page 42.
2821. A few accounts of captures here and there would make the matter less suspicious; these, however, do not occur. How large 
this suspected illicit traffic was, it is of course impossible to say; there is no reason why it may not have reached many hundreds per 
year.
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Spanish claimants of the remaining thirty-nine sold them to a
certain Mr. Wilde, who gave bond to transport them out of the
country. Finally, in December, 1827, there came an innocent
petition to Congress to cancel this bond.2823 A bill to that effect
passed and was approved, May 2, 1828,2824 and in consequence
these Africans remained as slaves in Georgia.
On the whole, it is plain that, although in the period from 1807
to 1820 Congress laid down broad lines of legislation
sufficient, save in some details, to suppress the African slave
trade to America, yet the execution of these laws was criminally
lax. Moreover, by the facility with which slavers could disguise
their identity, it was possible for them to escape even a
vigorous enforcement of our laws. This situation could properly
be met only by energetic and sincere international co-
operation....2825

Colonel Julius W. Adams, a railroad engineer, prepared a design for the sewerage system of the 20 square miles 
of the city of Brooklyn, New York that is considered to be the first application of engineering skills and design 
standards to the design of sewers. (This is the man who would at some point convince the City of Brooklyn 
that it needed to endorse the construction of a Brooklyn Bridge over the strait to New-York City.)

According to Strickland Kreass, Chief Engineer of the Department of Sewerage for Philadelphia, writing in 
this year:

There should be a culvert on every street, and every house should
be obliged to deliver into it, by underground channels, all
ordure or refuse that is susceptible of being diluted. The great

2822. Cf. editorial in Niles’s Register, XXII. 114. Cf. also the following instances of pardons: — 
PRESIDENT JEFFERSON: March 1, 1808, Phillip M. Topham, convicted for “carrying on an illegal slave-trade” (pardoned twice). 
PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, I. 146, 148-9.
PRESIDENT MADISON: July 29, 1809, 15 vessels arrived at New Orleans from Cuba, with 666 white persons and 683 negroes. 
Every penalty incurred under the Act of 1807 was remitted. (Note: “Several other pardons of this nature were granted.”) PARDONS 
AND REMISSIONS, I. 179.
Nov. 8, 1809, John Hopkins and Lewis Le Roy, convicted for importing a slave. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, I. 184-5.
Feb. 12, 1810, William Sewall, convicted for importing slaves. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, I. 194, 235, 240.
May 5, 1812, William Babbit, convicted for importing slaves. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, I. 248.
PRESIDENT MONROE: June 11, 1822, Thomas Shields, convicted for bringing slaves into New Orleans. PARDONS AND 
REMISSIONS, IV. 15.
Aug. 24, 1822, J.F. Smith, sentenced to five years’ imprisonment and $3000 fine; served twenty-five months and was then pardoned. 
PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 22.
July 23, 1823, certain parties liable to penalties for introducing slaves into Alabama. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 63.
Aug. 15, 1823, owners of schooner “Mary,” convicted of importing slaves. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 66.
PRESIDENT J.Q. ADAMS: March 4, 1826, Robert Perry; his ship was forfeited for slave-trading. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 
140.
Jan. 17, 1827, Jesse Perry; forfeited ship, and was convicted for introducing slaves. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 158.
Feb. 13, 1827, Zenas Winston; incurred penalties for slave-trading. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 161. The four following cases 
are similar to that of Winston: — 
Feb. 24, 1827, John Tucker and William Morbon. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 162.
March 25, 1828, Joseph Badger. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 192.
Feb. 19, 1829, L.R. Wallace. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 215.
PRESIDENT JACKSON: Five cases. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 225, 270, 301, 393, 440.
The above cases were taken from manuscript copies of the Washington records, made by Mr. W.C. Endicott, Jr., and kindly loaned 
me.
2823. See SENATE JOURNAL, 20th Congress 1st session, pages 60, 66, 340, 341, 343, 348, 352, 355; HOUSE JOURNAL, 20th Congress 
1st session, pages 59, 76, 123, 134, 156, 169, 173, 279, 634, 641, 646, 647, 688, 692.
2824. STATUTES AT LARGE, VI. 376.
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advantage in the introduction of lateral culverts is not only
that underground drainage from adjacent houses should be
generally adopted, but that by the construction of frequent
inlets, our gutters would cease to be reservoirs of filth and
garbage, breeding disease and contagion in our very midst.

(This sort of Philadelphia thinking would create the American version of the “building lateral” or “house 
connection sewer.”)

A sewer was installed in Charleston, South Carolina, with no slope for drainage. It was 2.6 miles long, 3.5 ft. 
wide, and 4.5 feet high, and had a bottom made of wood planks, with brick sides and top arch. Tide gates at 
each end provided the only source of water for its flushing.

In South Carolina, a legislative committee reported on local attitudes in regard to the African slave-trade. 
Some white people were for it on the basis of self-interest and some white people were opposed to it on the 
basis of self-interest:

Special committee of seven on the slave-trade clause in the
Governor’s message report: majority report of six members,
favoring the reopening of the African slave-trade; minority
report of Pettigrew, opposing it. REPORT OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE,
etc., published in 1857.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: The matter did not rest with mere words.
During the session of the Vicksburg Convention, an “African
Labor Supply Association” was formed, under the presidency of
J.D.B. De Bow, editor of De Bow’s Review, and ex-superintendent
of the seventh census. The object of the association was “to
promote the supply of African labor.”2826 In 1857 the committee
of the South Carolina legislature to whom the Governor’s slave-
trade message was referred made an elaborate report, which
declared in italics: ”The South at large does need a re-opening of the African slave
trade.” Pettigrew, the only member who disagreed to this report,
failed of re-election. The report contained an extensive
argument to prove the kingship of cotton, the perfidy of English
philanthropy, and the lack of slaves in the South, which, it was
said, would show a deficit of six hundred thousand slaves by
1878.2827 In Georgia, about this time, an attempt to expunge the
slave-trade prohibition in the State Constitution lacked but one
vote of passing.2828 From these slower and more legal movements
came others less justifiable. The long argument on the
“apprentice” system finally brought a request to the collector
of the port at Charleston, South Carolina, from E. Lafitte &
Co., for a clearance to Africa for the purpose of importing
African “emigrants.” The collector appealed to the Secretary of

2825. Among interesting minor proceedings in this period were two Senate bills to register slaves so as to prevent illegal 
importation. They were both dropped in the House; a House proposition to the same effect also came to nothing: SENATE JOURNAL, 
15th Congress 1st session, pages 147, 152, 157, 165, 170, 188, 201, 203, 232, 237; 15th Congress 2d session, pages 63, 74, 77, 202, 
207, 285, 291, 297; HOUSE JOURNAL, 15th Congress 1st session, page 332; 15th Congress 2d session, pages 303, 305, 316; 16th 
Congress 1st session, page 150. Another proposition was contained in the Meigs resolution presented to the House, Feb. 5, 1820, 
which proposed to devote the public lands to the suppression of the slave-trade. This was ruled out of order. It was presented again 
and laid on the table in 1821: HOUSE JOURNAL, 16th Congress 1st session, pages 196, 200, 227; 16th Congress 2d session, page 238.
2826. De Bow’s Review, XXVII. 121, 231-5.
2827. REPORT OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE, etc. (1857), pages 24-5.
2828. 26TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, page 40. The vote was 47 to 46.
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the Treasury, Howell Cobb of Georgia, who flatly refused to take
the bait, and replied that if the “emigrants” were brought in
as slaves, it would be contrary to United States law; if as
freemen, it would be contrary to their own State law.2829 In
Louisiana a still more radical movement was attempted, and a
bill passed the House of Representatives authorizing a company
to import two thousand five hundred Africans, “indentured” for
fifteen years “at least.” The bill lacked but two votes of
passing the Senate.2830 It was said that the Georgian, of
Savannah, contained a notice of an agricultural society which
“unanimously resolved to offer a premium of $25 for the best
specimen of a live African imported into the United States
within the last twelve months.”2831

It would not be true to say that there was in the South in 1860
substantial unanimity on the subject of reopening the slave-
trade; nevertheless, there certainly was a large and influential
minority, including perhaps a majority of citizens of the Gulf
States, who favored the project, and, in defiance of law and
morals, aided and abetted its actual realization. Various
movements, it must be remembered, gained much of their strength
from the fact that their success meant a partial nullification
of the slave-trade laws. The admission of Texas added probably
seventy-five thousand recently imported slaves to the Southern
stock; the movement against Cuba, which culminated in the
“Ostend Manifesto” of Buchanan, Mason, and Soulé, had its chief
impetus in the thousands of slaves whom Americans had poured
into the island. Finally, the series of filibustering
expeditions against Cuba, Mexico, and Central America were but
the wilder and more irresponsible attempts to secure both slave
territory and slaves.

 February 11, Wednesday: Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: “Slave 
Trade: Letter from the Secretary of State, asking an appropriation for the suppression of the slave trade, etc.” 
–HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 34 Cong. 3 sess. IX. No. 70.

In the Sperl Ballroom of Vienna, Une Bagatelle op.187, a polka mazur by Johann Baptist Strauss II was 
performed for the initial time.

According to a chronology published in 1858, Henry G. Langley’s THE SAN FRANCISCO DIRECTORY; 
CHRONOLOGICAL HISTORY OF PRINCIPAL EVENTS, California State Treasurer Bates was impeached at the bar 
of the Senate. That afternoon he resigned and James L. English, who had been Mayor of Sacramento, was 
appointed in his place.

Per reports in the Sacramento, California Daily Union:

BRUTAL MURDER. — The body of a man was found by a boy,
while hunting stock, yesterday morning, near the

2829. HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 36th Congress, 2d session, IV. No. 7, pages 632-6. For the State law, cf. above, Chapter II. 
This refusal of Cobb’s was sharply criticized by many Southern papers. Cf. 26TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY 
SOCIETY, page 39.
2830. New York Independent, March 11 and April 1, 1858.
2831. 26TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, page 41.
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central Auburn road, and information of the fact given
to C.C. Oakley, who came to the city immediately and
notified the Coroner, Dr. Bell. The Coroner left the
city about 4 P.M., with the view of holding an inquest
on the remains, visited the spot, empanneled a jury,
partially completed the examination and returned to
town about 8 o’clock in the evening. He informs us that
he found the body lying on the face, on the plains,
about four miles beyond Lyles’ bridge, about mid-way
between Wilson’s road and the Chicken ranch road.
Deceased had been shot twice in the head from behind,
the balls passing entirely through the head. There were
also two cuts upon the face, cleaving the skull with a
clean cut, evidently with a heavy, keen-edged
instrument.
The fact that the tracks observed in the vicinity were
wide, and those of two persons, led to the conclusion
that the deceased was running at the time he was shot,
and was shot from behind. This is also sustained by the
circumstance that the body was found on a declivity, and
the balls had a downward rake, sad though discharged
from an elevation, and the tracks of a man were ob
served leading from the locality. It would seem that the
murder had been committed for gain. The pockets of the
deceased were turned inside out, his clothes torn, and
shirts pulled out of his pants, apparently in the search
for valuables. Near the body was found an imitation
Peruvian hat, daubed with blood on the outside, but not
perforated with shot; also a pocket comb and knife. In
his coat pocket were found a pair of broken spectacles,
and a copy of the State Journal of Feb. 7th, and a piece
of suet wrapped in paper. No manuscript was found on the
body.
Deceased was about five feet seven or eight inches in
height; had thick hair, quite gray, and cut short
behind; was stout built; about 45 years of age; and was
dressed in a faded bottle green sack coat, grey woollen
overshirt, check undershirt, bluish cheek pants, and
large boots. His boots had been pulled off, probably in
search of money or valuables. J.E. Scott, Justice of the
Peace, who was present at the examination, was of the
opinion that the deceased was a man named Farr, who was
examined before him some two or three months since, on
a charge of assault with intent to kill, who was
committed by him and sent to the prison brig; and who
has latterly lived somewhere below the city. His opinion
was based on the manner of his dress and his general
appearance, and concurred in by his brother. As it was
deemed proper to continue the investigation, it was
agreed that the body should be brought to the city and
the examination concluded here, the jury promising to
be in attendance, and subpoenas being issued for other
witnesses. The body was accordingly brought in by the
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nscript]
Coroner, and deposited in the rooms of Mr. Murray, on
Fourth street, where the inquest will be proceeded with
at 11 o’clock this morning. It is desirable that persons
acquainted with Farr, or who may by any possibility be
able to throw any light on the subject, should call as
above and confer with the Coroner.

A correspondent to the Worcester Daily Spy, probably H.G.O. Blake, wrote:

Thaddeus Hyatt wrote from New-York to H.B. Hurd, secretary of the Kansas National Committee, explaining 
that he would be in Cincinnati about March 1st. “I have purchased a steamer (the Lightfoot of Quindaro) to 
run on the Kansas river. She will leave Cin. March 1-10th passage $20.00 from Cin. to Quindaro, $3.00 from 
Quindaro to Lawrence.”

 Feb. 1l. Wednesday. The meadows, flooded by the thaw of the last half of last week and Sunday, are
now frozen hard enough to bear, and it is excellent skating. 
Near the other swamp white oak on Shattuck’s piece I found another caterpillar on the ice. From its position I
thought it possible that it had been washed from its winter quarters by the freshet, and so left on top of the ice.
It was not frozen in, and may have been blown from the oak. It was of a different species from that of January
5th, about one and one tenth inches long, with but little fuzziness, black with three longitudinal buff stripes, the
two lateral quite pale, and a black head; the foremost feet black, the others lighter colored. It was frozen quite
stiffly, as many tested, being curled up like the other, and I did not dare to bend it hard for fear of breaking it,
even after I took it out in the house. But being placed on the mantelpiece it soon became relaxed, and in fifteen
minutes began to crawl.

 Feb 11th 57. Th [^Wedne]sday

The meadows flooded by the thaw
of the last half of last week—and Sunday
are now frozen hard enough to bear
& it is excellent skating.
Near the other swamp-white-oak on
Shattuck’s piece I found another
caterpillar on the ice— From its
position I thought it possible that
it had been washed from its winter
quarters by the freshet—& so left
on top of the ice— It was not frozen in
& may have been blown from the oak.
It was of a different species from that
of Jan. 8—about 1 1/10 inches long—with
but little fuzziness—black with 3 longitudi-
nal yellow [^buff] stripes— [^the 2 lateral quite pale] & a black head—the
fore most feet black—the others lighter

Last week I had the privilege of hearing at Fitchburg, a very remarkable
lecture from Henry D. Thoreau of Concord, Mass. Mr. Thoreau will, by
invitation, repeat this lecture at Brinley Hall [in Worcester] next Friday
evening. His subject is ‘The Wild.’ (page 2, column 2)

THE 2D GREAT AMERICAN DISUNION
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colored. It was frozen quite stiffly—as many
tested—being curled up like the other {or “others”} & I
did not dare to bend it hard for fear of
breaking it—even after I took it out in
the house. But being placed on the mantle-
piece it soon became relaxed and in 15 min-
utes began to crawl.

 March 3, Tuesday: President Franklin Pierce signed the Atlantic Cable Act, pledging money and assistance to 
Cyrus Field for the laying of a transatlantic cable.

Also on this day, the federal government appropriated $8,000 to carry out the Act of March 3, 1819, and 
subsequent acts (STATUTES AT LARGE, XI. 227; HOUSE JOURNAL, 34th Congress, 3d session, page 397. 
Cf. HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 34th Congress, 3d session, IX. No. 70).

According to a chronology published in 1858, Henry G. Langley’s THE SAN FRANCISCO DIRECTORY; 
CHRONOLOGICAL HISTORY OF PRINCIPAL EVENTS, a fleet of clipper ships and other vessels arrived in San 
Francisco Bay. Among them were the clippers War Hawk, Morning Light, West Wind, Beaver, and Harvey 
Birch, and the Danish clipper ship Climber. The latter had made the passage from Liverpool to the Heads in 
106 days, that being a new record, the shortest passage made so far from that port. The Climber had been built 
at Darmstadt, Germany and was considered to be one of the finest specimens of naval architecture afloat!

Per reports in the Sacramento, California Daily Union:

ACCIDENTAL DROWNING. — A Frenchman, by the name of Auguste,
aged about twenty-seven years, was drowned in Willow
Creek, about a mile and a half from Folsom, on Friday
evening, February 27th. The circumstances, as near as
we can learn them, are as follows: Three miners
(Frenchmen) were living in a cabin on Willow Creek. Near
their cabin and spanning the creek was an unoccupied
barn. About eight o’clock, during a thunder storm, the
three men were walking through the barn to the opposite
side of the creek for the purpose of saving their
sluices, which were being blown down, when two of them
fell through the floor into the creek. The water there
being about fifteen feet deep, one clung to a plank and
was saved. The body of the other was found in the
morning near the railroad bridge, over Willow Creek. His
person was horribly mangled and bruised by drift wood.
Justice Seabough, of Folcom, held an inquest, and the
jury found in accordance with the above statement.
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When news of the Arrow incident had arrived in Britain, the British military response had produced 
controversy. On this day the House of Commons resolved by a vote of 263 over 249, “That this House has 
heard with concern of the conflicts which have occurred between the British and Chinese authorities on the 
Canton River; and, without expressing an opinion as to the extent to which the Government of China may have 
afforded this country cause of complaint respecting the non-fulfilment of the Treaty of 1842, this House 
considers that the papers which have been laid on the table fail to establish satisfactory grounds for the violent 
measures resorted to at Canton in the late affair of the Arrow, and that a Select Committee be appointed to 
inquire into the state of our commercial relations with China.” By way of response Lord Palmerston then 
attacked the patriotism of the Whigs who had sponsored that resolution, and Parliament was dissolved. This 
would soon produce a British general election in which the Chinese issue would figure prominently. Lord 
Palmerston would win with an increased majority, silencing the Whigs who had supported China. The new 
parliament would determine to seek redress from China based on Harry Parkes’s report about the Arrow 
Incident. The French Empire, the United States of America, and the Russian Empire would be requested to 
ally themselves with Britain against China.

 Mar 3d

Pm to F. H. Hill—
3 pm 24°+ in shade The red maple sap
which I first noticed the 21st of Feb. is now
frozen up in the auger holes & thence down
the trunk to the ground—except in one
place where the hole was made on the
S side of the tree—where it is melted
& is flowing a little. Generally then when
the thermometer is thus low—say below Frozen [^Freezing]
point—it does not thaw in the augur
holes. There is no expanding of buds—of any
kind—nor early birds to be seen—
Nature was thus premature—anticipated
her our revolutions—with respect to the sap—
of trees—the buds (spiraea at least) & birds.
The warm spell ended with Feb. 26th—
The crust of yesterdays snow has been con-
verted by the sun & wind in to flakes of thin
ice from 2 or 3 inches to a foot in diameter—
scattered like a mackerel sky over the
pastures—as if all the snow had been blown
out from beneath— Much of this thin ice
is partly opaque & has a glutinous look
even—reminding me of frozen glue. Prob.
it has much dust mixed with it.
I go along below the N end of the Cliffs.
The rocks in the usual place are buttressed
with icy columns, for water in almost
imperceptible quantity is trickling
down the rocks— It is interesting to see how
the [^dry black or ash colored] umbilicaria which get a little moisture
when the snow melts and trickles down along a
seam or shallow channel of the rock— [^become relaxed &] turn
olive green—& enjoy their spring—while a few
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inches on each side of this gutter or depression
in the face of the rock—they are dry & crisp as
ever— Perhaps the greater part of this puny
rill is drunk up by this herbage on its brink.
These are among the consequences of the
slight robin-snow of yesterday. It is already
mostly dissipated—but where a heap still
lingers—the sun on the warm face of this
cliff leads down a puny trickling rill moistening
the gutters on the steep face of the rocks
where patches of umbilicaria lichens grow
—of rank growth—but now thirsty & dry
as bones & hornets nests—dry as shells—which
crackle under your feet— The more
fortunate of these which stand by the moistened
seam or gutter of the rock—luxuriate in
the grateful moisture—as in the [^their] spring—
their rigid nerves relax—they unbend—& droop
like limber infancy—& from dry ash & leather
color turn a lively olive green— You can
trace the course of this trickling stream over
the rock—through such a patch of lichens
by the olive green of the lichens alone—
— Here & there too the same moisture refreshes &
brightens ap the scarlet crown of some
little cockscomb lichen—& when the rill
reaches the perpendicular face of the cliff—
its constant drip at night builds great organ
pipes—of a ringed structure which run together
buttressing the rock.
Skating yesterday & today
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 July 9, Sunday: There was a report about the international slave trade:

According to a chronology published in 1858, Henry G. Langley’s THE SAN FRANCISCO DIRECTORY; 
CHRONOLOGICAL HISTORY OF PRINCIPAL EVENTS, a landslide at the government works at Alcatraz Island 
removed some 700 tons of earth, burying 2 of the workmen, Daniel Pewter and Jacob Unger (2 others, very 
severely injured, would afterward recover). 

Per the San Francisco, California Daily Alta California:

FOUND DEAD. — Coroner Kent received information,
yesterday afternoon, that a man had been found dead in
the neighborhood of California and Jones streets.
He immediately started for the place, but as the exact
locality was not given, it was some time before the body
was discovered by the Coroner; it was found in a
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miserable little shanty among the sand hills, near Jones
street; when found, he was lying on his back upon a
mattress on the floor of the shanty; he was very much
emaciated, and presented one of the most revolting and
sickening sights imaginable from the piles of rags and
old clothes and bottles about the shanty, he had
evidently followed the business of a chiffonier or rag-
picker. Upon searching the premises, a package of papers
and letters was found, which revealed that his name was
Claude Carrew, a native of Darnot, in the department of
the Mosell, and aged fifty-four years. He had been a
soldier in the 33d Regiment of the line in France; had
served out his time and been honorably discharged; he
left home in 1853, and came to California in the ship
Cachelot; he was evidently well educated, and had
travelled over the greater part of the continent of
Europe; several passports with his name, age, and
description, were also found among his papers. The cause
of his death has not yet been ascertained. The body was
brought to the Coroner’s office, where an inquest will
be held this morning, at 10 o’clock.

 July 9th
Could see no yellow wasps about the
nest over my window at 6 Am — but
did just before 6 1/2 [^v. 10th] — [^I hear of still a 2d nest at Mrs Brown’s & one at Julius Smiths —]
Another Attacus Promethea (a male from
the same young black birch) was out &
on the window this morning. Q. V. I dipped
the body into alcohol before it had fairly spread
its wings — but so discolored it — ie the white
line with dots on the side of the abdomen.
I see that the seeds of the Salix
nigra gathered on the catkins on the 7th

or 2 days since — put in tumblers of water
in my window — have already germinated!
& show those 2 little roundish green leaves.
Pm up Assabet with Sophia — 
There is now but little black willow down
left on the trees. [^They will be handsomest somewhat later than this when there is no down on them, & the new
growth has more invested the stems] I think I see how this tree
is propagated by its seeds. Its [^countless] minute [^brown] seeds
 — just perceptible to the naked eye in the
midst of their cotton — are wafted with
the cotton to the water — (most abundantly
about a fortnight ago.) and then they
drift & form a thick [^white] scum together with
other matter — especially against some
alder or other fallen or drooping shrub
where there is less current than usual — 
There within 2 or 3 days a great many
germinate & show their 2 little roundish
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leaves — more or less tingeing with green
the surface of the scum — somewhat like
grass seed in a tumbler of cotton — Many
of these are drifted in amid the button
bushes willows & other shrubs & the sedge
along the river side — and the water falling
just at this time, when they have put
forth little fibres they are deposited
on the mud just left bare in the shade,
and thus prob. a great many of them
have a chance to become perfect plants.
But if they do not drift into suffi-

ciently shallow water — & are not left
on the mud just at the right time — 
probably they perish — The mud in
many such places is now green with them
though perhaps the seed has [^often] blown directly
through the air to such places 
I am surprised to see dense groves
of young maples an inch or more high
from seed of this year. They have sprung
in pure sand where the seed has been
drifted & moisture enough supplied at
the waters edge — The seed (now effete)
commonly lies on the surface, having sent
down its rootlet into the sand.
I see no flowers on the bass trees by this
NB?river — this year [^nor at Conantum]
Am surprised to find how much carburetted
Hydrogen gas there is in the beds of sawdust
by the side of this stream — as at “The Narrows”
If I thrust in my paddle & give it a twist
great bubbles 2 inches or more in diameter
rush up with great force & sound, lifting
the water an inch or two as if it were violently
boiling, & filling the air with that strong
gunpowder scent. [^The bubbles being lighter than atmosphere now burst at once — & give me opportunity to]
see myself in them as those wich the boat makes in atmospheric sluggish water
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 August 10, Monday: According to a chronology published in 1858, Henry G. Langley’s THE SAN FRANCISCO 
DIRECTORY; CHRONOLOGICAL HISTORY OF PRINCIPAL EVENTS, the San Francisco Chief of Police marched 18 
of the most notorious thieves and vagrants that ever committed depredations on a community out of the station 
house to the Plaza, handcuffed and tied two-by-two, and kept them on the public square several hours during 
which time they were subject to the gaze of thousands of persons. Public opinion was divided on this day as 
to the propriety of this act on the part of the Chief — some pronouncing it a “horrible outrage on the public 
decency” whilst others applauded the act and urged regular public exhibitions of well known thieves and 
pickpockets, that they might be known to the community and guarded against. (After this exhibition most of 
those who were put on display would be convicted of crimes and sent to the State Prison, while the balance, 
who were so fortunate as to escape punishment, would leave this locale.)

At the Commercial Convention in Knoxville, Tennessee, abrogation of the 8th Article of the Treaty of 
Washington –the Article that had to do with interdiction of the international slave trade– was a prime topic of 
consideration. When Sneed of Tennessee suggested that it would be inexpedient and against settled policy to 
allow such trade, the delegations from Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Louisiana, Mississippi, South Carolina, 
and Virginia couldn’t go along. A committee was charged to report, to their next annual meeting, on the 
possibility of the reopening of the slave-trade.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: The first piece of regular business that
came before the Commercial Convention at Knoxville, Tennessee,
August 10, 1857, was a proposal to recommend the abrogation of
the 8th Article of the Treaty of Washington, on the slave-trade.
An amendment offered by Sneed of Tennessee, declaring it
inexpedient and against settled policy to reopen the trade, was
voted down, Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Louisiana, Mississippi,
South Carolina, and Virginia refusing to agree to it. The
original motion then passed; and the radicals, satisfied with
their success in the first skirmish, again secured the
appointment of a committee to report at the next meeting on the
subject of reopening the slave-trade.2832 This next meeting
assembled May 10, 1858, in a Gulf State, Alabama, in the city
of Montgomery. Spratt of South Carolina, the slave-trade
champion, presented an elaborate majority report from the
committee, and recommended the following resolutions: — 

1. Resolved, That slavery is right, and that being right, there
can be no wrong in the natural means to its formation.

2. Resolved, That it is expedient and proper that the foreign
slave trade should be re-opened, and that this Convention will
lend its influence to any legitimate measure to that end.

3. Resolved, That a committee, consisting of one from each slave
State, be appointed to consider of the means, consistent with
the duty and obligations of these States, for re-opening the
foreign slave-trade, and that they report their plan to the next
meeting of this Convention.

Yancey, from the same committee, presented a minority report,
which, though it demanded the repeal of the national prohibitory
laws, did not advocate the reopening of the trade by the States.

2832. De Bow’s Review, XXIII. 298-320. A motion to table the motion on the 8th article was supported only by Kentucky, 
Tennessee, North Carolina, and Maryland. Those voting for Sneed’s motion were Georgia, Maryland, North Carolina, and 
Tennessee. The appointment of a slave-trade committee was at first defeated by a vote of 48 to 44. Finally a similar motion was 
passed, 52 to 40.
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Much debate ensued. Pryor of Virginia declared the majority
report “a proposition to dissolve the Union.” Yancey declared
that “he was for disunion now. [Applause.]” He defended the
principle of the slave-trade, and said: “If it is right to buy
slaves in Virginia and carry them to New Orleans, why is it not
right to buy them in Cuba, Brazil, or Africa, and carry them
there?” The opposing speeches made little attempt to meet this
uncomfortable logic; but, nevertheless, opposition enough was
developed to lay the report on the table until the next
convention, with orders that it be printed, in the mean time,
as a radical campaign document. Finally the convention passed a
resolution: — 

That it is inexpedient for any State, or its citizens, to attempt
to re-open the African slave-trade while that State is one of
the United States of America.2833

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: This record of the Commercial
Conventions probably gives a true reflection of the development
of extreme opinion on the question of reopening the slave-trade.
First, it is noticeable that on this point there was a distinct
divergence of opinion and interest between the Gulf and the
Border States, and it was this more than any moral repugnance
that checked the radicals. The whole movement represented the
economic revolt of the slave-consuming cotton-belt against their
base of labor supply. This revolt was only prevented from
gaining its ultimate end by the fact that the Gulf States could
not get on without the active political co-operation of the
Border States. Thus, although such hot-heads as Spratt were not
able, even as late as 1859, to carry a substantial majority of
the South with them in an attempt to reopen the trade at all
hazards, yet the agitation did succeed in sweeping away nearly
all theoretical opposition to the trade, and left the majority
of Southern people in an attitude which regarded the reopening
of the African slave-trade as merely a question of expediency.
This growth of Southern opinion is clearly to be followed in the
newspapers and pamphlets of the day, in Congress, and in many
significant movements. The Charleston Standard in a series of
articles strongly advocated the reopening of the trade; the
Richmond Examiner, though opposing the scheme as a Virginia
paper should, was brought to “acknowledge that the laws which
condemn the Slave-trade imply an aspersion upon the character
of the South.2834 In March, 1859, the National Era said: “There
can be no doubt that the idea of reviving the African Slave Trade
is gaining ground in the South. Some two months ago we could
quote strong articles from ultra Southern journals against the
traffic; but of late we have been sorry to observe in the same
journals an ominous silence upon the subject, while the
advocates of ‘free trade in negroes’ are earnest and active.”2835

2833. De Bow’s Review, XXIV. 473-491, 579-605. The Louisiana delegation alone did not vote for the last resolution, the vote of 
her delegation being evenly divided.
2834. Quoted in 24TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, page 54.
2835. Quoted in 26TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, page 43.
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The Savannah Republican, which at first declared the movement
to be of no serious intent, conceded, in 1859, that it was
gaining favor, and that nine-tenths of the Democratic
Congressional Convention favored it, and that even those who did
not advocate a revival demanded the abolition of the laws.2836 A
correspondent from South Carolina writes, December 18, 1859:
“The nefarious project of opening it [i.e., the slave trade] has
been started here in that prurient temper of the times which
manifests itself in disunion schemes.... My State is strangely
and terribly infected with all this sort of thing.... One
feeling that gives a countenance to the opening of the slave
trade is, that it will be a sort of spite to the North and
defiance of their opinions.”2837 The New Orleans Delta declared
that those who voted for the slave-trade in Congress were men
“whose names will be honored hereafter for the unflinching
manner in which they stood up for principle, for truth, and
consistency, as well as the vital interests of the South.”2838

Thoreau carefully considered the question of what sort of gift the gift of life would amount to, “unless we have 
spirits to enjoy it and taste its true flavor”:

“Each morning I wake up and am torn between the desire
 to change the world, and the desire to enjoy it.
This makes it difficult to plan my day.”

— E.B. White, A SLIGHT SOUND AT EVENING
The Yale Review, 1954

August 10, Monday: P.M. — In Clintonia Swamp I see a remarkable yellow fungus about the base of
some grass growing in a tuft. It is a jelly, shaped like a bodkin or a pumpkin’s stigma, two inches long, investing
the base of the grass blades, a quarter to a half inch thick, tapering to the grass each way and covered with a sort
of moist meal. It was strong-scented and disagreeable.
Cat-tail commonly grows in the hollows and boggy places where peat has been dug.
How meanly and miserably we live for the most part! We escape fate continually by the skin of our teeth, as the
saying is. We are practically desperate. But as every man, in respect to material wealth, aims to become
independent or wealthy, so, in respect to our spirits and imagination, we should have some spare capital and
superfluous vigor, have some margin and leeway in which to move. What kind of gift is life unless we have
spirits to enjoy it and taste its true flavor? if, in respect to spirits, we are to be forever cramped and in debt? In
our ordinary estate we have not, so to speak, quite enough air to breathe, and this poverty qualifies our piety;
but we should have more than enough and breathe it carelessly. Poverty is the rule. We should first of all be full
of vigor like a strong horse, and beside have the free and adventurous spirit of his driver; i.e., we should have
such a reserve of elasticity and strength that we may at any time be able to put ourselves at the top of our speed
and go beyond our ordinary limits, just as the invalid hires a horse. Have the gods sent us into this world, –to
this muster, –to do chores, hold horses, and the like, and not given us any spending money?
The poor and sick man keeps a horse, often a hostler; but the well man is a horse to himself, is horsed on himself;
he feels his own oats. Look at the other’s shanks. How spindling! like the timber of his gig! First a sound and
healthy life, and then spirits to live it with.
I hear the neighbors complain sometimes about the peddlers selling their help false jewelry, as if they
themselves wore true jewelry; but if their help pay as much for it as they did for theirs, then it is just as true

2836. 27TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, pages 19-20.
2837. Letter of W.C. Preston, in the National Intelligencer, April 3, 1863. Also published in the pamphlet, THE AFRICAN SLAVE 
TRADE: THE SECRET PURPOSE, etc., page 26.
2838. Quoted in Etheridge’s speech: CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 34th Congress, 3d session, Appendix, page 366.
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jewelry as theirs, just as becoming to them and no more; for unfortunately it is the cost of the article and not the
merits of the wearer that is considered. The money is just as well spent, and perhaps better earned. I don’t care
how much false jewelry the peddlers sell, nor how many of the eggs which you steal are rotten. What, pray, is
true jewelry? The hardened tear of a diseased clam, murdered in its old age. Is that fair play? If not, it is no
jewel. The mistress wears this in her ear, while her help has one made of paste which you cannot tell from it.
False jewelry! Do you know of any shop where true jewelry can be bought? I always look askance at a jeweller
and wonder what church he can belong to.
I heard some ladies the other day laughing about some one of their help who had helped herself to a real hoop
from off a hogshead for her gown. I laughed too, but which party do you think I laughed at? Isn’t hogshead as
good a word as crinoline?

 Monday Aug 10

Pm In Clintonia swamp — I see
a remarkable yellow fungus about the
base of some grass growing in a tuft
It is a jelly shaped like a bodkin (or a
pumpkin’s stigma) 2 inches long investing
the base of the grass blades— 1/4 to 1/2 inch
thick tapering to the grass each way & covered
with a sort of moist meal. It was strong
scented & disagreeable.
Cat tail commonly grows in the hollow &
boggy places where peat has been dug.
How meanly & miserably we live
for the most part! We escape fate con-
tinually by the skin of our teeth, as
the saying is — We are practically desperate
But as every man in respect to material
wealth aims to become independent — or
wealthy — So in respect to our spirits & imagi-
nation we should have some spare capital
& superfluous vigor — have some margin
& lee-way in which to move. What kind of
gift is life unless we have spirits to enjoy it.
and taste its true flavor? If in respect to
spirits we are to be forever cramped & in debt?
In our ordinary estate we have not so
to speak, quite enough air to breathe &
this {qualif} poverty qualifies our piety — 
but we should have more than enough &
breathe it carelessly. Poverty is the rule.
We should first of all be full of vigor like
a strong horse — & beside have the free & ad-
venturous spirit of his driver. I.e. we should
have such a reserve of elasticity & strength
that we may at any time be able to put
ourselves at the top of our speed & go beyond
our ordinary spirits — just as the invalide
hires a horse. Have the Gods sent us into
this world — to this Muster — to do chores
hold horses & the like, & not given
us any spending money?
The poor & sick man keeps a horse — often
a hostler — but — but the well man is a

THE ACTUAL JOURNAL

[Tra

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf
http://thoreau.library.ucsb.edu/writings_journals_pdfs/J12f4-f6.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/transclusions/18/57/aug/023_holograph_1857aug.pdf


TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY

HDT WHAT? INDEX
horse to himself — is horsed on himself [^he feels his own oats] — Look
at the other’s shanks — how spindling! like

the timber of his gig. First a sound &
healthy life — & then spirits to live it
with.
I hear the neighbors complain sometimes
about the peddlars selling their help
false jewelry — as if they themselves wore
true jewelry — but if their help pay
as much for it as they did for theirs
then it is just as true jewelry as theirs,
just as becoming to them & no more — 
for unfortunately it is the cost of the
article & not the merits of the wearer
that is considered [^Their money is just as well spent, & perhaps better earned] — I do not care how
much false jewelry the peddlars sell
nor how many of the eggs which
you steal are rotten — What, pray,
is true jewelry — The hardened tear of
a diseased clam — murdered in its old age — 
Is that fair play? — [^if not it is no jewel] The mistress wears this
in her ear — while her help has one made of
paste which you cannot tell from it — 
False jewelry — Do you know of any
shop where true jewelry can be bought?
[in pencil:^I always look askance at a jeweler & wonder what church he can belong to.]
I heard some ladies the other day
laughing about some one of their help
who had helped herself to a real hoop
from off a hoghshead for her gown I
laughed too but which party do you
think I laughed at —? Is n’t hoghshead
as good a word as crinoline?

 December 3, Thursday: Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E.Burghardt Du Bois: 
“Report of the Secretary of the Navy.” –HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 35 Cong. 1 sess. II. pt. 3, No. 2, pt. 
3, p. 576.

Camille Saint-Saëns inaugurated the Cavaillé-Coll organ in the Church of Saint Merry, Paris.

Joseph Conrad (Józef Teodor Konrad Korzeniowski) was born in a region had once been part of the Crown of 
the Kingdom of Poland, Berdyczów, in Stolen Lands in Ukraine, that had become part of the Russian Empire.
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 The negrero Wanderer2839 landed 500 slaves in Georgia (SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 35th Congress, 2d 
session VII, Number 8; HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 35th Congress, 2d session IX, Number 89).

British warships in the Caribbean began to intercept and board vessels that flew the American flag — not to 
search for illicit slave cargo, of course, but merely to ensure that such a ship’s American papers were legit. If 
the papers were to seem to have been forged (as they sometimes were), and if the ship happened to contain an 
illicit cargo of slaves (as sometimes it did), then they would be able to declare the ship an outlaw and proceed 

1858

2839. This negrero had been designed to appear to be a luxury cruise ship. It had carpeting, a library, etc. It had sailed out of the 
harbor of Charleston, South Carolina on the 4th of July, in that disguise, fooling of course only the foolish. On its way toward the 
slave castles along the coast of Africa it did attract the attention of the British naval blockaders of that coast, and was boarded and 
searched. Then it rolled up its carpets, stored the books of its library, and reconfigured itself into a slaver in which even less than 
the usual amount of space was allocated to each slave being transported. There’s now an entire book about this one remarkable 
vessel, Erik Calonius’s THE WANDERER: THE LAST AMERICAN SLAVE SHIP AND THE CONSPIRACY THAT SET ITS SAILS, published 
by St. Martin’s Press in 2006.

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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accordingly. If such a ship’s American papers seemed genuine, however, the British warships were under 
orders that they could not proceed belowdecks for an inspection of the cargo, no matter how bad said cargo 
smelled, and this legitimate American vessel must be allowed to go on its way. Although such a policy seems 
mild enough considering the ongoing international traffic in fresh slaves, there were Americans who 
considered it an outrage. “No-one has any right to stop any American vessel at any time for any reason!”

The American negreros Mobile, Cortez, and Tropic Bird were searched by patrol vessels of the British navy 
(HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 36th Congress, 2d session IV, Number 7, page 97 ff).

The supposedly anti-slavery Republicans in the US Senate joined with the pro-slavery forces to pass a 
resolution denouncing this new British policy, and the British backed way down, promising in effect not to 
stop any ship flying the American flag. Since the warships couldn’t check the papers of a vessel that they 
weren’t allowed to stop, and since any slaver could display the US flag — the British effectively would not be 
able to stop slave ships at all. This was fine with us, as we were for the freedom of the seas. For us, the principle 
of sovereignty was just everything, the needs of people of color just nothing at all. (The federal government 
of the United States of America, the land of the free and the home of the brave, was of course the sole 
significant government in the world to display such intransigence in the face of the scourge of slavery.)

THE MIDDLE PASSAGE
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“It is simply crazy that there should ever have come 
into being a world with such a sin in it, in which a man 
is set apart because of his color — the superficial fact 
about a human being. Who could want such a world? For 
an American fighting for his love of country, that the 
last hope of earth should from its beginning have 
swallowed slavery, is an irony so withering, a justice 
so intimate in its rebuke of pride, as to measure only 
with God.”

— Stanley Cavell, MUST WE MEAN WHAT WE SAY?
 1976, page 141

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: A somewhat more sincere and determined
effort to enforce the slave-trade laws now followed; and yet it
is a significant fact that not until Lincoln’s administration
did a slave-trader suffer death for violating the laws of the
United States. The participation of Americans in the trade
continued, declining somewhat between 1825 and 1830, and then
reviving, until it reached its highest activity between 1840 and
1860. The development of a vast internal slave-trade, and the

JUST DON’T GET CAUGHT
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consequent rise in the South of vested interests strongly
opposed to slave smuggling, led to a falling off in the illicit
introduction of Negroes after 1825, until the fifties;
nevertheless, smuggling never entirely ceased, and large numbers
were thus added to the plantations of the Gulf States.
Monroe had various constitutional scruples as to the execution
of the Act of 1819;2840 but, as Congress took no action, he at
last put a fair interpretation on his powers, and appointed
Samuel Bacon as an agent in Africa to form a settlement for
recaptured Africans. Gradually the agency thus formed became
merged with that of the Colonization Society on Cape Mesurado;
and from this union Liberia was finally evolved.2841

Meantime, during the years 1818 to 1820, the activity of the
slave-traders was prodigious. General James Tallmadge declared
in the House, February 15, 1819: “Our laws are already highly
penal against their introduction, and yet, it is a well known
fact, that about fourteen thousand slaves have been brought into
our country this last year.”2842 In the same year Middleton of
South Carolina and Wright of Virginia estimated illicit
introduction at 13,000 and 15,000 respectively.2843 Judge Story,
in charging a jury, took occasion to say: “We have but too many
proofs from unquestionable sources, that it [the slave-trade]
is still carried on with all the implacable rapacity of former
times. Avarice has grown more subtle in its evasions, and
watches and seizes its prey with an appetite quickened rather
than suppressed by its guilty vigils. American citizens are
steeped to their very mouths (I can hardly use too bold a figure)
in this stream of iniquity.”2844 The following year, 1820,
brought some significant statements from various members of
Congress. Said Smith of South Carolina: “Pharaoh was, for his
temerity, drowned in the Red Sea, in pursuing them [the
Israelites] contrary to God’s express will; but our Northern
friends have not been afraid even of that, in their zeal to
furnish the Southern States with Africans. They are better
seamen than Pharaoh, and calculate by that means to elude the
vigilance of Heaven; which they seem to disregard, if they can
but elude the violated laws of their country.”2845 As late as May
he saw little hope of suppressing the traffic.2846 Sergeant of
Pennsylvania declared: “It is notorious that, in spite of the
utmost vigilance that can be employed, African negroes are
clandestinely brought in and sold as slaves.”2847 Plumer of New
Hampshire stated that “of the unhappy beings, thus in violation
of all laws transported to our shores, and thrown by force into
the mass of our black population, scarcely one in a hundred is

2840. Attorney-General Wirt advised him, October, 1819, that no part of the appropriation could be used to purchase land in Africa 
or tools for the Negroes, or as salary for the agent: OPINIONS OF ATTORNEYS-GENERAL, I. 314-7. Monroe laid the case before 
Congress in a special message Dec. 20, 1819 (HOUSE JOURNAL, 16th Congress 1st session, page 57); but no action was taken there.
2841. Cf. Kendall’s Report, August, 1830: SENATE DOCUMENT, 21st Congress 2d session, I. No. 1, pages 211-8; also see below, 
Chapter X.
2842. Speech in the House of Representatives, Feb. 15, 1819, page 18; published in Boston, 1849.
2843. Jay, INQUIRY INTO AMERICAN COLONIZATION (1838), page 59, note.
2844. Quoted in Friends’ FACTS AND OBSERVATIONS ON THE SLAVE TRADE (ed. 1841), pages 7-8.
2845. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 16th Congress 1st session, pages 270-1.
2846. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 16th Congress 1st session, page 698.
2847. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 16th Congress 1st session, page 1207.
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ever detected by the officers of the General Government, in a
part of the country, where, if we are to believe the statement
of Governor Rabun, ‘an officer who would perform his duty, by
attempting to enforce the law [against the slave trade] is, by
many, considered as an officious meddler, and treated with
derision and contempt;’ ... I have been told by a gentleman, who
has attended particularly to this subject, that ten thousand
slaves were in one year smuggled into the United States; and
that, even for the last year, we must count the number not by
hundreds, but by thousands.”2848 In 1821 a committee of Congress
characterized prevailing methods as those “of the grossest fraud
that could be practised to deceive the officers of
government.”2849 Another committee, in 1822, after a careful
examination of the subject, declare that they “find it
impossible to measure with precision the effect produced upon
the American branch of the slave trade by the laws above
mentioned, and the seizures under them. They are unable to
state, whether those American merchants, the American capital
and seamen which heretofore aided in this traffic, have
abandoned it altogether, or have sought shelter under the flags
of other nations.” They then state the suspicious circumstance
that, with the disappearance of the American flag from the
traffic, “the trade, notwithstanding, increases annually, under
the flags of other nations.” They complain of the spasmodic
efforts of the executive. They say that the first United States
cruiser arrived on the African coast in March, 1820, and
remained a “few weeks;” that since then four others had in two
years made five visits in all; but “since the middle of last
November, the commencement of the healthy season on that coast,
no vessel has been, nor, as your committee is informed, is, under
orders for that service.”2850 The United States African agent,
Ayres, reported in 1823: “I was informed by an American officer
who had been on the coast in 1820, that he had boarded 20
American vessels in one morning, lying in the port of Gallinas,
and fitted for the reception of slaves. It is a lamentable fact,
that most of the harbours, between the Senegal and the line,
were visited by an equal number of American vessels, and for the
sole purpose of carrying away slaves. Although for some years
the coast had been occasionally visited by our cruizers, their
short stay and seldom appearance had made but slight impression
on those traders, rendered hardy by repetition of crime, and
avaricious by excessive gain. They were enabled by a regular
system to gain intelligence of any cruizer being on the
coast.”2851

Even such spasmodic efforts bore abundant fruit, and indicated

2848. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 16th Congress 1st session, page 1433.
2849. Referring particularly to the case of the slaver “Plattsburg.” Cf. HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress 1st session, II. No. 92, page 
10.
2850. HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress 1st session, II. No. 92, page 2. The President had in his message spoken in exhilarating tones 
of the success of the government in suppressing the trade. The House Committee appointed in pursuance of this passage made the 
above report. Their conclusions are confirmed by British reports: PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1822, Vol. XXII., SLAVE TRADE, 
Further Papers, III. page 44. So, too, in 1823, Ashmun, the African agent, reports that thousands of slaves are being abducted.
2851. Ayres to the Secretary of the Navy, Feb. 24, 1823; reprinted in FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE (1824), page 
31.
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what vigorous measures might have accomplished. Between May,
1818, and November, 1821, nearly six hundred Africans were
recaptured and eleven American slavers taken.2852 Such measures
gradually changed the character of the trade, and opened the
international phase of the question. American slavers cleared
for foreign ports, there took a foreign flag and papers, and
then sailed boldly past American cruisers, although their real
character was often well known. More stringent clearance laws
and consular instructions might have greatly reduced this
practice; but nothing was ever done, and gradually the laws
became in large measure powerless to deal with the bulk of the
illicit trade. In 1820, September 16, a British officer, in his
official report, declares that, in spite of United States laws,
“American vessels, American subjects, and American capital, are
unquestionably engaged in the trade, though under other colours
and in disguise.”2853 The United States ship “Cyane” at one time
reported ten captures within a few days, adding: “Although they
are evidently owned by Americans, they are so completely covered
by Spanish papers that it is impossible to condemn them.”2854 The
governor of Sierra Leone reported the rivers Nunez and Pongas
full of renegade European and American slave-traders;2855 the
trade was said to be carried on “to an extent that almost
staggers belief.”2856 Down to 1824 or 1825, reports from all
quarters prove this activity in slave-trading.
The execution of the laws within the country exhibits grave
defects and even criminal negligence. Attorney-General Wirt
finds it necessary to assure collectors, in 1819, that “it is
against public policy to dispense with prosecutions for
violation of the law to prohibit the Slave trade.”2857 One
district attorney writes: “It appears to be almost impossible
to enforce the laws of the United States against offenders after
the negroes have been landed in the state.”2858 Again, it is
asserted that “when vessels engaged in the slave trade have been
detained by the American cruizers, and sent into the slave-
holding states, there appears at once a difficulty in securing
the freedom to these captives which the laws of the United States
have decreed for them.”2859 In some cases, one man would smuggle
in the Africans and hide them in the woods; then his partner
would “rob” him, and so all trace be lost.2860 Perhaps 350
Africans were officially reported as brought in contrary to law

2852. HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress 1st session, II. No. 92, pages 5-6. The slavers were the “Ramirez,” “Endymion,” 
“Esperanza,” “Plattsburg,” “Science,” “Alexander,” “Eugene,” “Mathilde,” “Daphne,” “Eliza,” and “La Pensée.” In these 573 
Africans were taken. The naval officers were greatly handicapped by the size of the ships, etc. (cf. FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN 
SLAVE-TRADE (1824), pages 33-41). They nevertheless acted with great zeal.
2853. PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1821, Vol. XXIII., SLAVE TRADE, Further Papers, A, page 76. The names and description of a 
dozen or more American slavers are given: PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1821, Vol. XXIII., SLAVE TRADE, Further Papers, A, pages 
18-21.
2854. HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress 1st session, II. No. 92, pages 15-20.
2855. HOUSE DOCUMENT, 18th Congress 1st session, VI. No. 119, page 13.
2856. PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1823, Vol. XVIII., SLAVE TRADE, Further Papers, A, pages 10-11.
2857. OPINIONS OF ATTORNEYS-GENERAL, V. 717.
2858. R.W. Habersham to the Secretary of the Navy, August, 1821; reprinted in FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE 
(1824), page 47.
2859. FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE (1824), page 42.
2860. FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE (1824), page 43.
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from 1818 to 1820: the absurdity of this figure is apparent.2861

A circular letter to the marshals, in 1821, brought reports of
only a few well-known cases, like that of the “General Ramirez;”
the marshal of Louisiana had “no information.”2862

There appears to be little positive evidence of a large illicit
importation into the country for a decade after 1825. It is
hardly possible, however, considering the activity in the trade,
that slaves were not largely imported. Indeed, when we note how
the laws were continually broken in other respects, absence of
evidence of petty smuggling becomes presumptive evidence that
collusive or tacit understanding of officers and citizens
allowed the trade to some extent.2863 Finally, it must be noted
that during all this time scarcely a man suffered for
participating in the trade, beyond the loss of the Africans and,
more rarely, of his ship. Red-handed slavers, caught in the act
and convicted, were too often, like La Coste of South Carolina,
the subjects of executive clemency.2864 In certain cases there
were those who even had the effrontery to ask Congress to cancel
their own laws. For instance, in 1819 a Venezuelan privateer,
secretly fitted out and manned by Americans in Baltimore,
succeeded in capturing several American, Portuguese, and Spanish
slavers, and appropriating the slaves; being finally wrecked
herself, she transferred her crew and slaves to one of her
prizes, the “Antelope,” which was eventually captured by a
United States cruiser and the 280 Africans sent to Georgia.
After much litigation, the United States Supreme Court ordered
those captured from Spaniards to be surrendered, and the others
to be returned to Africa. By some mysterious process, only 139
Africans now remained, 100 of whom were sent to Africa. The
Spanish claimants of the remaining thirty-nine sold them to a
certain Mr. Wilde, who gave bond to transport them out of the
country. Finally, in December, 1827, there came an innocent
petition to Congress to cancel this bond.2865 A bill to that effect
passed and was approved, May 2, 1828,2866 and in consequence
these Africans remained as slaves in Georgia.
On the whole, it is plain that, although in the period from 1807
to 1820 Congress laid down broad lines of legislation
sufficient, save in some details, to suppress the African slave
trade to America, yet the execution of these laws was criminally
lax. Moreover, by the facility with which slavers could disguise
their identity, it was possible for them to escape even a
vigorous enforcement of our laws. This situation could properly
be met only by energetic and sincere international co-
operation....2867

2861. Cf. above, pages 126-7.
2862. FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE (1824), page 42.
2863. A few accounts of captures here and there would make the matter less suspicious; these, however, do not occur. How large 
this suspected illicit traffic was, it is of course impossible to say; there is no reason why it may not have reached many hundreds per 
year.
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 March: The southern Senator James H. Hammond reproached his Northern colleagues on the floor of the 
Senate for hypocrisy, because they were pretending to be for freedom while exploiting their workers. 
The northern white worker was the victim of a pitiful insecurity and of starvation wage rates, he pointed out, 
while African-American slaves of the South were by way of invidious contrast “hired for life and well 
compensated.” He hurled at the northern Senators a challenge: “Your slaves are white, of your own race — 
you are brothers of one blood.”

In about this timeframe Louisiana was considering the possibility of importing more Africans from Africa. 
A bill to that effect did pass, in the US House of Representatives, but it then failed by a 2-vote margin in the 
US Senate (CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 35th Congress, 1st session, page 1362).

 April 23, Friday: Giuseppe Verdi left Naples, determined to produce his new opera elsewhere.

Ethel Mary Smyth was born in London, 4th child of Major General John Smyth, currently in India, and Nina 
Struth, descended from minor nobility (the birth certificate was dated April 22d but Smyth and her family 
would always celebrate April 23d).

Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: “Message of the President ... 
communicating ... reports of the Secretary of State and the Secretary of the Navy, with accompanying papers, 
in relation to the African slave trade.” –SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 35 Cong. 1 sess. XII. No. 49. 
(Valuable.)2868

Henry Thoreau wrote to Franklin Benjamin Sanborn.
Thoreau was being written to by Mary Hosmer Brown of Brattleboro, Vermont.

2864. Cf. editorial in Niles’s Register, XXII. 114. Cf. also the following instances of pardons: — 
PRESIDENT JEFFERSON: March 1, 1808, Phillip M. Topham, convicted for “carrying on an illegal slave-trade” (pardoned twice). 
PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, I. 146, 148-9.
PRESIDENT MADISON: July 29, 1809, 15 vessels arrived at New Orleans from Cuba, with 666 white persons and 683 negroes. 
Every penalty incurred under the Act of 1807 was remitted. (Note: “Several other pardons of this nature were granted.”) PARDONS 
AND REMISSIONS, I. 179.
Nov. 8, 1809, John Hopkins and Lewis Le Roy, convicted for importing a slave. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, I. 184-5.
Feb. 12, 1810, William Sewall, convicted for importing slaves. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, I. 194, 235, 240.
May 5, 1812, William Babbit, convicted for importing slaves. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, I. 248.
PRESIDENT MONROE: June 11, 1822, Thomas Shields, convicted for bringing slaves into New Orleans. PARDONS AND 
REMISSIONS, IV. 15.
Aug. 24, 1822, J.F. Smith, sentenced to five years’ imprisonment and $3000 fine; served twenty-five months and was then pardoned. 
PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 22.
July 23, 1823, certain parties liable to penalties for introducing slaves into Alabama. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 63.
Aug. 15, 1823, owners of schooner “Mary,” convicted of importing slaves. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 66.
PRESIDENT J.Q. ADAMS: March 4, 1826, Robert Perry; his ship was forfeited for slave-trading. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 
140.
Jan. 17, 1827, Jesse Perry; forfeited ship, and was convicted for introducing slaves. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 158.
Feb. 13, 1827, Zenas Winston; incurred penalties for slave-trading. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 161. The four following cases 
are similar to that of Winston: — 
Feb. 24, 1827, John Tucker and William Morbon. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 162.
March 25, 1828, Joseph Badger. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 192.
Feb. 19, 1829, L.R. Wallace. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 215.
PRESIDENT JACKSON: Five cases. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 225, 270, 301, 393, 440.
The above cases were taken from manuscript copies of the Washington records, made by Mr. W.C. Endicott, Jr., and kindly loaned 
me.
2865. See SENATE JOURNAL, 20th Congress 1st session, pages 60, 66, 340, 341, 343, 348, 352, 355; HOUSE JOURNAL, 20th Congress 
1st session, pages 59, 76, 123, 134, 156, 169, 173, 279, 634, 641, 646, 647, 688, 692.
2866. STATUTES AT LARGE, VI. 376.
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Brattleboro Vt April 23. `58[.]
My dear Mr Thoreau
I send by express today
Friday[]a box of May Flowers.  I hope
you they will reach safely[--] I put in a
^ little root of Sanguinaria (Blood-root) as
I thought you had none in Concord[.]
We hope to see you again in Brat-

[Page 2]
tleboro sometime before long--  Father and
Mother send kind regards.
Hoping the May Flowers will be
fresh when they reach you[:]
yours truly
Mary H. Br[own].

Thoreau wrote to [Mary Hosmer Brown of Brattleboro VT presumably].

[April, 1858]
“I think that they amount to more than grow in Concord. The blood-
root also, which we have not at all, had not suffered in the least. Part 
of it is transferred to my sister's garden. Preserving one splendid 
vase full, I distributed the rest of the Mayflowers among my neigh-
bors. Mrs. Emerson, Mrs. Ripley, Mr. Hoar and others”

“They have sweetened the air if a good part of the town ere this”

“I should be glad to show you my Herbarium, which is very large 
and in it you would recognize many specimens which you contrib-
uted.”

“Please remember me to Father and Mother, whom I shall not fail to 
visit whenever I come to Brattleboro, also to the Chesterfield moun-
tain, if you can communicate with It; I suppose it has not budged an 
inch.”

2867. Among interesting minor proceedings in this period were two Senate bills to register slaves so as to prevent illegal 
importation. They were both dropped in the House; a House proposition to the same effect also came to nothing: SENATE JOURNAL, 
15th Congress 1st session, pages 147, 152, 157, 165, 170, 188, 201, 203, 232, 237; 15th Congress 2d session, pages 63, 74, 77, 202, 
207, 285, 291, 297; HOUSE JOURNAL, 15th Congress 1st session, page 332; 15th Congress 2d session, pages 303, 305, 316; 16th 
Congress 1st session, page 150. Another proposition was contained in the Meigs resolution presented to the House, Feb. 5, 1820, 
which proposed to devote the public lands to the suppression of the slave-trade. This was ruled out of order. It was presented again 
and laid on the table in 1821: HOUSE JOURNAL, 16th Congress 1st session, pages 196, 200, 227; 16th Congress 2d session, page 238.
2868. THE REPORTS OF THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY are found among the documents accompanying the annual messages of the 
President.
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ipt]
 April 23: 

 May 10, Monday: At the Commercial Convention in Montgomery, Alabama, the possibility and the 
desirability of the resumption of American participation in the international slave trade was a prime topic of 
consideration. This was a desideratum, even if it turned out to require the dissolution of the federal union.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: The first piece of regular business that
came before the Commercial Convention at Knoxville, Tennessee,
August 10, 1857, was a proposal to recommend the abrogation of
the 8th Article of the Treaty of Washington, on the slave-trade.
An amendment offered by Sneed of Tennessee, declaring it
inexpedient and against settled policy to reopen the trade, was
voted down, Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Louisiana, Mississippi,
South Carolina, and Virginia refusing to agree to it. The
original motion then passed; and the radicals, satisfied with
their success in the first skirmish, again secured the
appointment of a committee to report at the next meeting on the
subject of reopening the slave-trade.2869 This next meeting
assembled May 10, 1858, in a Gulf State, Alabama, in the city
of Montgomery. Spratt of South Carolina, the slave-trade
champion, presented an elaborate majority report from the
committee, and recommended the following resolutions: — 

1. Resolved, That slavery is right, and that being right, there
can be no wrong in the natural means to its formation.

2. Resolved, That it is expedient and proper that the foreign
slave trade should be re-opened, and that this Convention will
lend its influence to any legitimate measure to that end.

3. Resolved, That a committee, consisting of one from each slave
State, be appointed to consider of the means, consistent with
the duty and obligations of these States, for re-opening the
foreign slave-trade, and that they report their plan to the next
meeting of this Convention.

Yancey, from the same committee, presented a minority report,
which, though it demanded the repeal of the national prohibitory
laws, did not advocate the reopening of the trade by the States.
Much debate ensued. Pryor of Virginia declared the majority
report “a proposition to dissolve the Union.” Yancey declared
that “he was for disunion now. [Applause.]” He defended the
principle of the slave-trade, and said: “If it is right to buy
slaves in Virginia and carry them to New Orleans, why is it not
right to buy them in Cuba, Brazil, or Africa, and carry them
there?” The opposing speeches made little attempt to meet this

2869. De Bow’s Review, XXIII. 298-320. A motion to table the motion on the 8th article was supported only by Kentucky, 
Tennessee, North Carolina, and Maryland. Those voting for Sneed’s motion were Georgia, Maryland, North Carolina, and 
Tennessee. The appointment of a slave-trade committee was at first defeated by a vote of 48 to 44. Finally a similar motion was 
passed, 52 to 40.

THE ACTUAL JOURNAL
[Transcr

THE ACTUAL JOURNAL
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uncomfortable logic; but, nevertheless, opposition enough was
developed to lay the report on the table until the next
convention, with orders that it be printed, in the mean time,
as a radical campaign document. Finally the convention passed a
resolution: — 

That it is inexpedient for any State, or its citizens, to attempt
to re-open the African slave-trade while that State is one of
the United States of America.2870

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: This record of the Commercial
Conventions probably gives a true reflection of the development
of extreme opinion on the question of reopening the slave-trade.
First, it is noticeable that on this point there was a distinct
divergence of opinion and interest between the Gulf and the
Border States, and it was this more than any moral repugnance
that checked the radicals. The whole movement represented the
economic revolt of the slave-consuming cotton-belt against their
base of labor supply. This revolt was only prevented from
gaining its ultimate end by the fact that the Gulf States could
not get on without the active political co-operation of the
Border States. Thus, although such hot-heads as Spratt were not
able, even as late as 1859, to carry a substantial majority of
the South with them in an attempt to reopen the trade at all
hazards, yet the agitation did succeed in sweeping away nearly
all theoretical opposition to the trade, and left the majority
of Southern people in an attitude which regarded the reopening
of the African slave-trade as merely a question of expediency.
This growth of Southern opinion is clearly to be followed in the
newspapers and pamphlets of the day, in Congress, and in many
significant movements. The Charleston Standard in a series of
articles strongly advocated the reopening of the trade; the
Richmond Examiner, though opposing the scheme as a Virginia
paper should, was brought to “acknowledge that the laws which
condemn the Slave-trade imply an aspersion upon the character
of the South.2871 In March, 1859, the National Era said: “There
can be no doubt that the idea of reviving the African Slave Trade
is gaining ground in the South. Some two months ago we could
quote strong articles from ultra Southern journals against the
traffic; but of late we have been sorry to observe in the same
journals an ominous silence upon the subject, while the
advocates of ‘free trade in negroes’ are earnest and active.”2872

The Savannah Republican, which at first declared the movement
to be of no serious intent, conceded, in 1859, that it was
gaining favor, and that nine-tenths of the Democratic
Congressional Convention favored it, and that even those who did
not advocate a revival demanded the abolition of the laws.2873 A
correspondent from South Carolina writes, December 18, 1859:
“The nefarious project of opening it [i.e., the slave trade] has
been started here in that prurient temper of the times which

2870. De Bow’s Review, XXIV. 473-491, 579-605. The Louisiana delegation alone did not vote for the last resolution, the vote of 
her delegation being evenly divided.
2871. Quoted in 24TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, page 54.
2872. Quoted in 26TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, page 43.
2873. 27TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, pages 19-20.
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JAMES B
manifests itself in disunion schemes.... My State is strangely
and terribly infected with all this sort of thing.... One
feeling that gives a countenance to the opening of the slave
trade is, that it will be a sort of spite to the North and
defiance of their opinions.”2874 The New Orleans Delta declared
that those who voted for the slave-trade in Congress were men
“whose names will be honored hereafter for the unflinching
manner in which they stood up for principle, for truth, and
consistency, as well as the vital interests of the South.”2875

 August 21, Saturday: The negrero Echo, taken with a cargo of 306 slaves, was brought to the port of 
Charleston, South Carolina (HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 35th Congress, 2d session II, part 4, Number 2, 
part 4, pages 5, 14).

The citizens of the Kansas Territory voted, in a referendum, 11,812 over 1,926, to reject the federal 
government’s “English Bill” sponsored by Representative William Hayden English. They were most definitely 
not going to embrace the Lecompton Constitution.

Life must have seemed quite a bit different on this day, for Abraham Lincoln and for Henry Thoreau:

 August 21. P.M.– A-berrying to Conantum. I notice hardhacks clothing their stems now with their
erected leaves, showing the whitish under sides. A pleasing evidence of the advancing season.
How yellow that kind of hedgehog (?) sedge, [l] in the toad pool by Cyrus Hubbard’s corner.
I still see the patch of epilobium on Bee Tree Hill as plainly as ever, though only the pink seed-vessels and stems
are left.

2874. Letter of W.C. Preston, in the National Intelligencer, April 3, 1863. Also published in the pamphlet, THE AFRICAN SLAVE 
TRADE: THE SECRET PURPOSE, etc., page 26.
2875. Quoted in Etheridge’s speech: CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 34th Congress, 3d session, Appendix, page 366.
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Per the COLLECTED WORKS OF ABRAHAM LINCOLN, here is the 1st debate with Stephen A. Douglas, 
that was taking place on this day at Ottawa, Illinois:

August 21, 1858
Mr. Douglas’ Speech.

Ladies and gentlemen: I appear before you to-day for the purpose
of discussing the leading political topics which now agitate the
public mind. By an arrangement between Mr. Lincoln and myself,
we are present here to-day for the purpose of having a joint
discussion as the representatives of the two great political
parties of the State and Union, upon the principles in issue
between these parties and this vast concourse of people, shows
the deep feeling which pervades the public mind in regard to the
questions dividing us.
Prior to 1854 this country was divided into two great political
parties, known as the Whig and Democratic parties. Both were
national and patriotic, advocating principles that were
universal in their application. An old line Whig could proclaim
his principles in Louisiana and Massachusetts alike. Whig
principles had no boundary sectional line, they were not limited
by the Ohio river, nor by the Potomac, nor by the line of the
free and slave States, but applied and were proclaimed wherever
the Constitution ruled or the American flag waved over the
American soil. (Hear him, and three cheers.) So it was, and so
it is with the great Democratic party, which, from the days of
Jefferson until this period, has proven itself to be the
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historic party of this nation. While the Whig and Democratic
parties differed in regard to a bank, the tariff, distribution,
the specie circular and the sub-treasury, they agreed on the
great slavery question which now agitates the Union. I say that
the Whig party and the Democratic party agreed on this slavery
question while they differed on those matters of expediency to
which I have referred. The Whig party and the Democratic party
jointly adopted the Compromise measures of 1850 as the basis of
a proper and just solution of this slavery question in all its
forms. Clay was the great leader, with Webster on his right and
Cass on his left, and sustained by the patriots in the Whig and
Democratic ranks, who had devised and enacted the Compromise
measures of 1850.
In 1851, the Whig party and the Democratic party united in
Illinois in adopting resolutions endorsing and approving the
principles of the compromise measures of 1850, as the proper
adjustment of that question. In 1852, when the Whig party
assembled in Convention at Baltimore for the purpose of
nominating a candidate for the Presidency, the first thing it
did was to declare the compromise measures of 1850, in substance
and in principle, a suitable adjustment of that question. (Here
the speaker was interrupted by loud and long continued
applause.) My friends, silence will be more acceptable to me in
the discussion of these questions than applause. I desire to
address myself to your judgment, your understanding, and your
consciences, and not to your passions or your enthusiasm. When
the Democratic convention assembled in Baltimore in the same
year, for the purpose of nominating a Democratic candidate for
the Presidency, it also adopted the compromise measures of 1850
as the basis of Democratic action. Thus you see that up to 1853-
’54, the Whig party and the Democratic party both stood on the
same platform with regard to the slavery question. That platform
was the right of the people of each State and each Territory to
decide their local and domestic institutions for themselves,
subject only to the federal constitution.
During the session of Congress of 1853-’54, I introduced into
the Senate of the United States a bill to organize the
Territories of Kansas and Nebraska on that principle which had
been adopted in the compromise measures of 1850, approved by the
Whig party and the Democratic party in Illinois in 1851, and
endorsed by the Whig party and the Democratic party in national
convention in 1852. In order that there might be no
misunderstanding in relation to the principle involved in the
Kansas and Nebraska bill, I put forth the true intent and meaning
of the act in these words: “It is the true intent and meaning
of this act not to legislate slavery into any State or Territory,
or to exclude it therefrom, but to leave the people thereof
perfectly free to form and regulate their domestic institutions
in their own way, subject only to the federal constitution.”
Thus, you see, that up to 1854, when the Kansas and Nebraska
bill was brought into Congress for the purpose of carrying out
the principles which both parties had up to that time endorsed
and approved, there had been no division in this country in
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regard to that principle except the opposition of the
abolitionists. In the House of Representatives of the Illinois
Legislature, upon a resolution asserting that principle, every
Whig and every Democrat in the House voted in the affirmative,
and only four men voted against it, and those four were old line
Abolitionists. (Cheers.)
In 1854, Mr. Abraham Lincoln and Mr. Trumbull entered into an
arrangement, one with the other, and each with his respective
friends, to dissolve the old Whig party on the one hand, and to
dissolve the old Democratic party on the other, and to connect
the members of both into an Abolition party under the name and
disguise of a Republican party. (Laughter and cheers, hurrah for
Douglas.) The terms of that arrangement between Mr. Lincoln and
Mr. Trumbull have been published to the world by Mr. Lincoln’s
special friend, James H. Matheny, Esq., and they were that
Lincoln should have Shields’ place in the U.S. Senate, which was
then about to become vacant, and that Trumbull should have my
seat when my term expired. (Great laughter.) Lincoln went to
work to abolitionize the Old Whig party all over the State,
pretending that he was then as good a Whig as ever; (laughter)
and Trumbull went to work in his part of the State preaching
Abolitionism in its milder and lighter form, and trying to
abolitionize the Democratic party, and bring old Democrats
handcuffed and bound hand and foot into the Abolition camp.
(“Good,” “hurrah for Douglas,” and cheers.) In pursuance of the
arrangement, the parties met at Springfield in October, 1854,
and proclaimed their new platform. Lincoln was to bring into the
Abolition camp the old line Whigs, and transfer them over to
Joshua Reed Giddings, Chase, Ford, Frederick Douglass and Parson
Lovejoy,2876 who were ready to receive them and christen them in
their new faith. (Laughter and cheers.) They laid down on that
occasion a platform for their new Republican party, which was
to be thus constructed. I have the resolutions of their State
convention then held, which was the first mass State Convention
ever held in Illinois by the Black Republican party, and I now
hold them in my hands and will read a part of them, and cause
the others to be printed. Here is the most important and material
resolution of this Abolition platform.
1. Resolved, That we believe this truth to be self-evident, that
when parties become subversive of the ends for which they are
established, or incapable of restoring the government to the
true principles of the constitution, it is the right and duty
of the people to dissolve the political bands by which they may
have been connected therewith, and to organize new parties upon
such principles and with such views as the circumstances and
exigencies of the nation may demand.
2. Resolved, That the times imperatively demand the
reorganization of parties, and repudiating all previous party
attachments, names and predilections, we unite ourselves
together in defence of the liberty and constitution of the
country, and will hereafter co-operate as the Republican party,
pledged to the accomplishment of the following purposes: to

2876. Joshua Reed Giddings, U.S. representative from Ohio, and Thomas H. Ford, Ohio Know-Nothing and abolitionist.
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bring the administration of the government back to the control
of first principles; to restore Nebraska and Kansas to the
position of free territories; that, as the constitution of the
United States, vests in the States, and not in Congress, the
power to legislate for the extradition of fugitives from labor,
to repeal and entirely abrogate the fugitive slave law; to
restrict slavery to those States in which it exists; to prohibit
the admission of any more slave States into the Union; to abolish
slavery in the District of Columbia; to exclude slavery from all
the territories over which the general government has exclusive
jurisdiction; and to resist the acquirements of any more
territories unless the practice of slavery therein forever shall
have been prohibited.
3. Resolved, That in furtherance of these principles we will use
such constitutional and lawful means as shall seem best adapted
to their accomplishment, and that we will support no man for
office, under the general or State government, who is not
positively and fully committed to the support of these
principles, and whose personal character and conduct is not a
guaranty that he is reliable, and who shall not have abjured old
party allegiance and ties.

(The resolutions, as they were read, were cheered throughout.)

Now, gentlemen, your Black Republicans have cheered every one
of those propositions, (“good and cheers,”) and yet I venture
to say that you cannot get Mr. Lincoln to come out and say that
he is now in favor of each one of them. (Laughter and applause.
“Hit him again.”) That these propositions, one and all,
constitute the platform of the Black Republican party of this
day, I have no doubt, (“good”) and when you were not aware for
what purpose I was reading them, your Black Republicans cheered
them as good Black Republican doctrines. (“That’s it,” etc.) My
object in reading these resolutions, was to put the question to
Abraham Lincoln this day, whether he now stands and will stand
by each article in that creed and carry it out. (“Good.” “Hit
him again.”) I desire to know whether Mr. Lincoln to-day stands
as he did in 1854, in favor of the unconditional repeal of the
fugitive slave law. I desire him to answer whether he stands
pledged to-day, as he did in 1854, against the admission of any
more slave States into the Union, even if the people want them.
I want to know whether he stands pledged against the admission
of a new State into the Union with such a constitution as the
people of that State may see fit to make. (“That’s it;” “put it
at him.”) I want to know whether he stands to-day pledged to the
abolition of slavery in the District of Columbia. I desire him
to answer whether he stands pledged to the prohibition of the
slave trade between the different States. (“He does.”) I desire
to know whether he stands pledged to prohibit slavery in all the
territories of the United States, North as well as South of the
Missouri Compromise line, (“Kansas too.”) I desire him to answer
whether he is opposed to the acquisition of any more territory
unless slavery is first prohibited therein. I want his answer
to these questions. Your affirmative cheers in favor of this
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Abolition platform is not satisfactory. I ask Abraham Lincoln
to answer these questions, in order that when I trot him down
to lower Egypt I may put the same questions to him. (Enthusiastic
applause.) My principles are the same everywhere. (Cheers, and
“hark.”) I can proclaim them alike in the North, the South, the
East, and the West. My principles will apply wherever the
Constitution prevails and the American flag waves. (“Good,” and
applause.) I desire to know whether Mr. Lincoln’s principles
will bear transplanting from Ottawa to Jonesboro? I put these
questions to him to-day distinctly, and ask an answer. I have a
right to an answer (“that’s so,” “he can’t dodge you,” etc.),
for I quote from the platform of the Republican party, made by
himself and others at the time that party was formed, and the
bargain made by Lincoln to dissolve and kill the old Whig party,
and transfer its members, bound hand and foot, to the Abolition
party, under the direction of Joshua Reed Giddings and Frederick
Douglass. (Cheers.) In the remarks I have made on this platform,
and the position of Mr. Lincoln upon it, I mean nothing
personally disrespectful or unkind to that gentleman. I have
known him for nearly twenty-five years. There were many points
of sympathy between us when we first got acquainted. We were
both comparatively boys, and both struggling with poverty in a
strange land. I was a school-teacher in the town of Winchester,
and he a flourishing grocery-keeper in the town of Salem.
(Applause and laughter.) He was more successful in his
occupation than I was in mine, and hence more fortunate in this
world’s goods. Abraham Lincoln is one of those peculiar men who
perform with admirable skill everything which they undertake. I
made as good a school-teacher as I could and when a cabinet maker
I made a good bedstead and tables, although my old boss said I
succeeded better with bureaus and secretaries than anything
else; (cheers,) but I believe that Lincoln was always more
successful in business than I, for his business enabled him to
get into the Legislature. I met him there, however, and had a
sympathy with him, because of the up hill struggle we both had
in life. He was then just as good at telling an anecdote as now.
(“No doubt.”) He could beat any of the boys wrestling, or running
a foot race, in pitching quoits or tossing a copper, could ruin
more liquor than all the boys of the town together, (uproarious
laughter,) and the dignity and impartiality with which he
presided at a horse race or fist fight, excited the admiration
and won the praise of everybody that was present and
participated. (Renewed laughter.) I sympathised with him,
because he was struggling with difficulties and so was I. Mr.
Lincoln served with me in the Legislature in 1836, when we both
retired, and he subsided, or became submerged, and he was lost
sight of as a public man for some years. In 1846, when Wilmot
introduced his celebrated proviso, and the Abolition tornado
swept over the country, Lincoln again turned up as a member of
Congress from the Sangamon district. I was then in the Senate
of the United States, and was glad to welcome my old friend and
companion. Whilst in Congress, he distinguished himself by his
opposition to the Mexican war, taking the side of the common
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enemy against his own country; (“that’s true,”) and when he
returned home he found that the indignation of the people
followed him everywhere, and he was again submerged or obliged
to retire into private life, forgotten by his former friends.
(“And will be again.”) He came up again in 1854, just in time
to make this Abolition or Black Republican platform, in company
with Joshua Reed Giddings, Lovejoy, Chase, and Frederick
Douglass for the Republican party to stand upon. (Laughter, “Hit
him again,” &c.) Trumbull, too, was one of our own
contemporaries. He was born and raised in old Connecticut, was
bred a federalist, but removing to Georgia, turned nullifier
when nullification was popular, and as soon as he disposed of
his clocks and wound up his business, migrated to Illinois,
(laughter,) turned politician and lawyer here, and made his
appearance in 1841, as a member of the Legislature. He became
noted as the author of the scheme to repudiate a large portion
of the State debt of Illinois, which, if successful, would have
brought infamy and disgrace upon the fair escutcheon of our
glorious State. The odium attached to that measure consigned him
to oblivion for a time. I helped to do it. I walked into a public
meeting in the hall of the House of Representatives and replied
to his repudiating speeches, and resolutions were carried over
his head denouncing repudiation, and asserting the moral and
legal obligation of Illinois to pay every dollar of the debt she
owed and every bond that bore her seal. (“Good,” and cheers.)
Trumbull’s malignity has followed me since I thus defeated his
infamous scheme.
These two men having formed this combination to abolitionize the
old Whig party and the old Democratic party, and put themselves
into the Senate of the United States, in pursuance of their
bargain, are now carrying out that arrangement. Matheny states
that Trumbull broke faith; that the bargain was that Abraham
Lincoln should be the Senator in Shields’ place, and Trumbull
was to wait for mine; (laughter and cheers,) and the story goes,
that Trumbull cheated Lincoln, having control of four or five
abolitionized Democrats who were holding over in the Senate; he
would not let them vote for Lincoln, and which obliged the rest
of the Abolitionists to support him in order to secure an
Abolition Senator. There are a number of authorities for the
truth of this besides Matheny, and I suppose that even Mr.
Lincoln will not deny it. (Applause and laughter.)
Mr. Lincoln demands that he shall have the place intended for
Trumbull, as Trumbull cheated him and got his, and Trumbull is
stumping the State traducing me for the purpose of securing that
position for Lincoln, in order to quiet him. (“Lincoln can never
get it, &c.”) It was in consequence of this arrangement that the
Republican Convention was empanelled to instruct for Lincoln and
nobody else, and it was on this account that they passed
resolutions that he was their first, their last, and their only
choice. Archy Williams was nowhere, Browning was nobody,
Wentworth was not to be considered, they had no man in the
Republican party for the place except Lincoln, for the reason
that he demanded that they should carry out the arrangement.
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(“Hit him again.”)
Having formed this new party for the benefit of deserters from
Whiggery, and deserters from Democracy, and having laid down the
Abolition platform which I have read, Lincoln now takes his
stand and proclaims his Abolition doctrines. Let me read a part
of them. In his speech at Springfield to the convention which
nominated him for the Senate, he said:
In my opinion it will not cease until a crisis shall have been
reached and passed. “A house divided against itself cannot
stand.” I believe this Government cannot endure permanently half
Slave and half Free. I do not expect the Union to be dissolved-
--I do not expect the house to fall---but I do expect it will
cease to be divided. It will become all one thing, or all the
other. Either the opponents of Slavery will arrest the further
spread of it, and place it where the public mind shall rest in
the belief that it is in the course of ultimate extinction; or
its advocates will push it forward till it shall become alike
lawful in all the States ---old as well as new, North as well
as South.

(“Good,” “good.” and cheers.)

I am delighted to hear you Black Republicans say “good.”
(Laughter and cheers.) I have no doubt that doctrine expresses
your sentiments (“hit them again,” “that’s it,”) and I will
prove to you now, if you will listen to me, that it is
revolutionary and destructive of the existence of this
Government. (“Hurrah for Douglas,” “good,” and cheers.) Mr.
Lincoln, in the extract from which I have read, says that this
Government cannot endure permanently in the same condition in
which it was made by its framers — divided into free and slave
States. He says that it has existed for about seventy years thus
divided, and yet he tells you that it cannot endure permanently
on the same principles and in the same relative condition in
which our fathers made it. (“Neither can it.”) Why can it not
exist divided into free and slave States? Washington, Jefferson,
Franklin, Madison, Hamilton, Jay, and the great men of that day,
made this Government divided into free States and slave States,
and left each State perfectly free to do as it pleased on the
subject of slavery. (“Right, right.”) Why can it not exist on
the same principles on which our fathers made it? (“It can.”)
They knew when they framed the Constitution that in a country
as wide and broad as this, with such a variety of climate,
production and interest, the people necessarily required
different laws and institutions in different localities. They
knew that the laws and regulations which would suit the granite
hills of New Hampshire would be unsuited to the rice plantations
of South Carolina, (“right, right,”) and they, therefore,
provided that each State should retain its own Legislature, and
its own sovereignty with the full and complete power to do as
it pleased within its own limits, in all that was local and not
national. (Applause.) One of the reserved rights of the States,
was the right to regulate the relations between Master and
Servant, on the slavery question. At the time the Constitution
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was formed, there were thirteen States in the Union, twelve of
which were slaveholding States and one a free State. Suppose
this doctrine of uniformity preached by Mr. Lincoln, that the
States should all be free or all be slave had prevailed and what
would have been the result? Of course, the twelve slaveholding
States would have overruled the one free State, and slavery
would have been fastened by a Constitutional provision on every
inch of the American Republic, instead of being left as our
fathers wisely left it, to each State to decide for itself.
(“Good, good,” and three cheers for Douglas.) Here I assert that
uniformity in the local laws and institutions of the different
States is neither possible or desirable. If uniformity had been
adopted when the government was established, it must inevitably
have been the uniformity of slavery everywhere, or else the
uniformity of negro citizenship and negro equality everywhere.
We are told by Abraham Lincoln that he is utterly opposed to the
Dred Scott decision, and will not submit to it, for the reason
that he says it deprives the negro of the rights and privileges
of citizenship. (Laughter and applause.) That is the first and
main reason which he assigns for his warfare on the Supreme Court
of the United States and its decision. I ask you, are you in
favor of conferring upon the negro the rights and privileges of
citizenship? (“No, no.”) Do you desire to strike out of our State
Constitution that clause which keeps slaves and free negroes out
of the State, and allow the free negroes to flow in, (“never,”)
and cover your prairies with black settlements? Do you desire
to turn this beautiful State into a free negro colony, (“no,
no,”) in order that when Missouri abolishes slavery she can send
one hundred thousand emancipated slaves into Illinois, to become
citizens and voters, on an equality with yourselves? (“Never,”
“no.”) If you desire negro citizenship, if you desire to allow
them to come into the State and settle with the white man, if
you desire them to vote on an equality with yourselves, and to
make them eligible to office, to serve on juries, and to adjudge
your rights, then support Mr. Lincoln and the Black Republican
party, who are in favor of the citizenship of the negro. (“Never,
never.”) For one, I am opposed to negro citizenship in any and
every form. (Cheers.) I believe this government was made on the
white basis. (“Good.”) I believe it was made by white men, for
the benefit of white men and their posterity for ever, and I am
in favour of confining citizenship to white men, men of European
birth and descent, instead of conferring it upon negroes,
Indians and other inferior races.

(“Good for you.” “Douglas forever.”)

Mr. Lincoln, following the example and lead of all the little
Abolition orators, who go around and lecture in the basements
of schools and churches, reads from the Declaration of
Independence, that all men were created equal, and then asks how
can you deprive a negro of that equality which God and the
Declaration of Independence awards to him. He and they maintain
that negro equality is guarantied by the laws of God, and that
it is asserted in the Declaration of Independence. If they think
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so, of course they have a right to say so, and so vote. I do not
question Mr. Lincoln’s conscientious belief that the negro was
made his equal, and hence is his brother, (laughter,) but for
my own part, I do not regard the negro as my equal, and
positively deny that he is my brother or any kin to me whatever.
(“Never.” “Hit him again,” and cheers.) Abraham Lincoln has
evidently learned by heart Parson Lovejoy’s catechism. (Laughter
and applause.) He can repeat it as well as Farnsworth,2877 and
he is worthy of a medal from father Joshua Reed Giddings and
Frederick Douglass for his Abolitionism. (Laughter.) He holds
that the negro was born his equal and yours, and that he was
endowed with equality by the Almighty, and that no human law can
deprive him of these rights which were guarantied to him by the
Supreme ruler of the Universe. Now, I do not believe that the
Almighty ever intended the negro to be the equal of the white
man. (“Never, never.”) If he did, he has been a long time
demonstrating the fact. (Cheers.) For thousands of years the
negro has been a race upon the earth, and during all that time,
in all latitudes and climates, wherever he has wandered or been
taken, he has been inferior to the race which he has there met.
He belongs to an inferior race, and must always occupy an
inferior position. (“Good,” “that’s so,” &c.) I do not hold that
because the negro is our inferior that therefore he ought to be
a slave. By no means can such a conclusion be drawn from what I
have said. On the contrary, I hold that humanity and
christianity both require that the negro shall have and enjoy
every right, every privilege, and every immunity consistent with
the safety of the society in which he lives. (That’s so.) On
that point, I presume, there can be no diversity of opinion. You
and I are bound to extend to our inferior and dependent being
every right, every privilege, every facility and immunity
consistent with the public good. The question then arises what
rights and privileges are consistent with the public good. This
is a question which each State and each Territory must decide
for itself---Illinois has decided it for herself. We have
provided that the negro shall not be a slave, and we have also
provided that he shall not be a citizen, but protect him in his
civil rights, in his life, his person and his property, only
depriving him of all political rights whatsoever, and refusing
to put him on an equality with the white man. (“Good.”) That
policy of Illinois is satisfactory to the Democratic party and
to me, and if it were to the Republicans, there would then be
no question upon the subject; but the Republicans say that he
ought to be made a citizen, and when he becomes a citizen he
becomes your equal, with all your rights and privileges. (“He
never shall.”) They assert the Dred Scott decision to be
monstrous because it denies that the negro is or can be a citizen
under the Constitution. Now, I hold that Illinois had a right
to abolish and prohibit slavery as she did, and I hold that
Kentucky has the same right to continue and protect slavery that
Illinois had to abolish it. I hold that New York had as much
right to abolish slavery as Virginia has to continue it, and

2877. US Representative John F. Farnsworth of Chicago.
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that each and every State of this Union is a sovereign power,
with the right to do as it pleases upon this question of slavery,
and upon all its domestic institutions. Slavery is not the only
question which comes up in this controversy. There is a far more
important one to you, and that is, what shall be done with the
free negro? We have settled the slavery question as far as we
are concerned; we have prohibited it in Illinois forever, and
in doing so, I think we have done wisely, and there is no man
in the State who would be more strenuous in his opposition to
the introduction of slavery than I would; (cheers) but when we
settled it for ourselves, we exhausted all our power over that
subject. We have done our whole duty, and can do no more. We
must leave each and every other State to decide for itself the
same question. In relation to the policy to be pursued towards
the free negroes, we have said that they shall not vote; whilst
Maine, on the other hand, has said that they shall vote. Maine
is a sovereign State, and has the power to regulate the
qualifications of voters within her limits. I would never
consent to confer the right of voting and of citizenship upon a
negro, but still I am not going to quarrel with Maine for
differing from me in opinion. Let Maine take care of her own
negroes and fix the qualifications of her own voters to suit
herself, without interfering with Illinois, and Illinois will
not interfere with Maine. So with the State of New York. She
allows the negro to vote provided he owns two hundred and fifty
dollars’ worth of property, but not otherwise. While I would not
make any distinction whatever between a negro who held property
and one who did not; yet if the sovereign State of New York
chooses to make that distinction it is her business and not mine,
and I will not quarrel with her for it. She can do as she pleases
on this question if she minds her own business, and we will do
the same thing. Now, my friends, if we will only act
conscientiously and rigidly upon this great principle of popular
sovereignty which guarantees to each State and Territory the
right to do as it pleases on all things local and domestic
instead of Congress interfering, we will continue at peace one
with another. Why should Illinois be at war with Missouri, or
Kentucky with Ohio, or Virginia with New York, merely because
their institutions differ? Our fathers intended that our
institutions should differ. They knew that the North and the
South having different climates, productions and interests,
required different institutions. This doctrine of Mr. Lincoln’s
of uniformity among the institutions of the different States is
a new doctrine, never dreamed of by Washington, Madison, or the
framers of this Government. Mr. Abraham Lincoln and the
Republican party set themselves up as wiser than these men who
made this government, which has flourished for seventy years
under the principle of popular sovereignty, recognizing the
right of each State to do as it pleased.

Under that principle we have grown from a nation of three or
four millions to a nation of about thirty millions of people;
we have crossed the Alleghany Mountains and filled up the whole
Northwest, turning the prairies into a garden, and building up

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY

HDT WHAT? INDEX
churches and schools, thus spreading civilization and
Christianity where before there was nothing but savage
barbarism. Under that principle we have become, from a feeble
nation, the most powerful on the face of the earth, and if we
only adhere to that principle, we can go forward increasing in
territory, in power, in strength, and in glory until the
Republic of America shall be the north star that shall guide the
friends of freedom throughout the civilized world. And why can
we not adhere to the great principle of self-government upon
which our institutions were originally based? I believe that
this new doctrine preached by Mr. Lincoln and his party will
dissolve the Union if it succeeds.

* This extract from Mr. Lincoln’s Peoria Speech of 1854, was read by him in the Ottawa debate, but was not reported fully or 
accurately, in either the Times or Press & Tribune. It is inserted now as necessary to a complete report of the debate. [Footnote 
written by Lincoln in the margin of the debates scrapbook.]
[5] “Materially” corrected by Lincoln to “materials.”
[6] “Whas” corrected by Lincoln to “What.”
[7] U.S. Senator Charles E. Stuart (“my friend from Michigan”).
[8] This episode is not reported in the Press and Tribune, and was deleted by Lincoln in the debates scrapbook.
[9] The five preceding paragraphs composing this digression were deleted by Lincoln in the debates scrapbook. The bias of the 
Times reporter is obvious, but it may be well to note that the episode appears in the Press and Tribune as follows:
“MR. LINCOLN—Let the Judge add that Lincoln went along with them.
“JUDGE DOUGLAS.—Mr. Lincoln says let him add that he went along with them to the Senate Chamber. I will not add that for I 
do not know it.
“MR. LINCOLN.—I do know it.
“JUDGE DOUGLAS.—But whether he knows or not my point is this, and I will yet bring him to his milk on this point.”
[10] This paragraph is not in the Press and Tribune.

 September 8, Wednesday: Abraham Lincoln made a speech about when you can fool people.

Since the Navajos had failed to produce a warrior to stand responsible for the killing of Major Thomas H. 
Brooks’s black servant, a punitive expedition went out against Canyon de Chelly AZ and the Navajos began 
a series of retaliatory raids. The garden-variety sort of thingie: escalation of conflict.

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY

HDT WHAT? INDEX
The negrero Brothers was captured and sent to Charleston, South Carolina (HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 
35th Congress, 2d session II, part 4, Number 2, pt. 4, page 14).

 September 8. 6 A.M.– On river.
It flows with a full tide. When it is thus deep its current is swift, and then its surface (commonly smooth and
dark) is freckled with ripples, or rather I should say that swifter currents are here and there bursting up from
below and spreading out on every side, as if the river were breaking over a thousand concealed rocks. The
surface is broken and dimpled with upswelling currents.
Red oak acorns, yet green, are abundantly cut off by the squirrels.
The yellow-legs is nodding its head along the edge of the meadow. I hear also its creaking te te te.
Gather half my grapes, which for some time have perfumed the house.

P.M.– To Owl Swamp.
I perceive the dark-crimson leaves, quite crisp, of the white maple on the meadows, recently fallen. This is their
first fall, i. e. of those leaves which changed long ago. They fall, then, with birches and chestnuts, etc. (lower
leaves), before red maples generally begin to turn.
It is good policy to be stirring about your affairs, for the reward of activity and energy is that if you do not
accomplish the object you had professed to yourself, you do accomplish something else. So, in my botanizing
or natural history walks, it commonly turns out that, going for one thing, I get another thing. “Though man
proposeth, God disposeth all.”

 December 6, Monday: The federal Congress convened.

Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: “Report of the Secretary of the 
Navy.” –HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 35 Cong. 2 sess. II. pt. 4, No. 2, pt. 4, pp. 5, 13-4.

President James Buchanan reported to the houses of the federal Congress:

The truth is, that Cuba in its existing colonial condition, is
a constant source of injury and annoyance to the American
people. It is the only spot in the civilized world where the
African slave trade is tolerated; and we are bound by treaty
with Great Britain to maintain a naval force on the coast of
Africa, at much expense both of life and treasure, solely for
the purpose of arresting slavers bound to that island. The late
serious difficulties between the United States and Great Britain
respecting the right of search, now so happily terminated, could
never have arisen if Cuba had not afforded a market for slaves.
As long as this market shall remain open, there can be no hope
for the civilization of benighted Africa....
It has been made known to the world by my predecessors that the
United States have, on several occasions, endeavored to acquire
Cuba from Spain by honorable negotiation. If this were
accomplished, the last relic of the African slave trade would
instantly disappear. We would not, if we could, acquire Cuba in
any other manner. This is due to our national character.... This
course we shall ever pursue, unless circumstances should occur,

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE

FALLEN LEAVES

THE RED MAPLE
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which we do not now anticipate, rendering a departure from it
clearly justifiable, under the imperative and overruling law of
self-preservation (HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 35th Congress, 2d
session, II. No. 2, pages 14-5. See also HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT,
35th Congress, 2d session, II. No. 2, pages 31-3).

Henry Thoreau wrote to Friend Daniel Ricketson in New Bedford that he would like to bring Thomas 
Cholmondeley to his home “Brooklawn” for a visit.

Concord Dec 6th 1858
Friend Ricketson, 
Thomas Cholmondeley,
my English acquaintance, 
is here, on his way to the 
West Indies. He wants to 
see New Bedford, a whaling 
town. I tell him that 
I would like to introduce 
him to you there, thinking 
more of his seeing you than 
New Bedford. So we propose 
to come your way to-morrow. 
Excuse this short notice, 
for the time is short. If, on 
any account, it is in- 
convenient to see us, you 
will treat us accordingly. 
Yrs truly 
Henry D. Thoreau 

Page 2
Address: Daniel Ricketson Esq
New Bedford
Mass
Please forward
immediately

 Go out at 9 A.M. to see the glaze. It is already half fallen, melting off. The dripping trees and wet
falling ice will wet you through like rain in the woods. It is a lively sound, a busy tinkling, the incessant brattling
and from time to time rushing, crashing sound of this falling ice, and trees suddenly erecting themselves when
relieved of their loads. It is now perfect only on the north sides of woods which the sun has not touched or
affected. Looking at a dripping tree between you and the sun, you may see here or there one or another rainbow
color, a small brilliant point of light. Yesterday it froze as it fell on my umbrella, converting the cotton cloth into
a thick stiff glazed sort of oilcloth, so that it was impossible to shut it.
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 December 23, Thursday: Manuel Robles Pezuela replaced Félix María Zuloaga Trillo as acting President of 
Mexico.

In the US House of Representatives:

On motion of Mr. Farnsworth,
“Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be requested to
inquire and report to this House if any, and what, further
legislation is necessary on the part of the United States to
fully carry out and perform the stipulations contained in the
eighth article of the treaty with Great Britain (known as the
‘Ashburton treaty’) for the suppression of the slave trade.”
HOUSE JOURNAL, 35th Congress, 2d session, pages 115-6.

 December 23. P. M.–To Eddy Bridge.
Colder last night. Walden undoubtedly frozen at last,–what was left to freeze.
See a shrike on the top of an oak. It sits still, pluming itself. At first, when it was flying, I thought it a hairy
woodpecker.
How perfectly at home the musquash is on our river. And then there is an abundance of clams, a wholesome
diet for him, to be had for the diving for them. I do not know that he has any competition in this chase, unless
it is an occasional otter. The clams are a sizable fish and in time of scarcity would not be contemptible food for
man.

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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During this year the last known negrero was arriving in this nation which had supposedly outlawed the import 
of slaves without ever having convicted anyone of violation of said law: this was in Mobile Bay, Alabama, and 
this negrero was named the Clothilde.

But during this year and the next Dr. Martin Robison Delany would be leading a party of exploration, back to 
West Africa, to check out the delta of the Niger River as a suitable location for repatriation of American blacks.

Have you ever wondered what happened to people who got freed from slave ships? The anti-international slave 
trade squadron of the American Navy that was patrolling off the African coast at this point was beefed up with 
an additional four steam gunboats so it could set up a similar patrol off the destination end of the passage, the 
Cuban coast. Three American-owned slavers, the Wildfire of New-York, the William of Baltimore, and the 
Bogota of New-York, were captured enroute to Cuba from the Congo River and from Ouidah by the USS 

1859
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Explanation: A "negrero" is a ship that transports slave cargo.
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Mohawk, the USS Wyandott, and the USS Crusader, and brought into the port of Key West, Florida.

Some 294 of the 1,432 Africans aboard died at Key West from illnesses brought on by their confinement in 
the holds and were buried on a local beach. After some 80 days in America, the survivors would depart Key 
West for Liberia, transported by the American Colonization Society with financial support from the U.S. 
Government. Hundreds more of them would perish before again sighting the shores of Africa, and be 
consigned to the waves. Key West, because of the power of the Union Navy, would remain in Northern hands, 
and a couple of years later Union soldiers would construct a fortification, West Martello Tower, atop the beach 
graves. The strip of sand would be doing service as a public beach during our current era, when some local 
historian would inspect an 1863 map and notice “African Cemetery” clearly marked on it.

THE MIDDLE PASSAGE

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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This was reported to have been the scene on the deck of the Wildfire:2878

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: A somewhat more sincere and determined
effort to enforce the slave-trade laws now followed; and yet it
is a significant fact that not until Lincoln’s administration
did a slave-trader suffer death for violating the laws of the
United States. The participation of Americans in the trade
continued, declining somewhat between 1825 and 1830, and then
reviving, until it reached its highest activity between 1840 and
1860. The development of a vast internal slave-trade, and the
consequent rise in the South of vested interests strongly

2878. There are a number of images of this sort available at <http://hitchcock.itc.virginia.edu/Slavery>.
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opposed to slave smuggling, led to a falling off in the illicit
introduction of Negroes after 1825, until the fifties;
nevertheless, smuggling never entirely ceased, and large numbers
were thus added to the plantations of the Gulf States.
Monroe had various constitutional scruples as to the execution
of the Act of 1819;2879 but, as Congress took no action, he at
last put a fair interpretation on his powers, and appointed
Samuel Bacon as an agent in Africa to form a settlement for
recaptured Africans. Gradually the agency thus formed became
merged with that of the Colonization Society on Cape Mesurado;
and from this union Liberia was finally evolved.2880

Meantime, during the years 1818 to 1820, the activity of the
slave-traders was prodigious. General James Tallmadge declared
in the House, February 15, 1819: “Our laws are already highly
penal against their introduction, and yet, it is a well known
fact, that about fourteen thousand slaves have been brought into
our country this last year.”2881 In the same year Middleton of
South Carolina and Wright of Virginia estimated illicit
introduction at 13,000 and 15,000 respectively.2882 Judge Story,
in charging a jury, took occasion to say: “We have but too many
proofs from unquestionable sources, that it [the slave-trade]
is still carried on with all the implacable rapacity of former
times. Avarice has grown more subtle in its evasions, and
watches and seizes its prey with an appetite quickened rather
than suppressed by its guilty vigils. American citizens are
steeped to their very mouths (I can hardly use too bold a figure)
in this stream of iniquity.”2883 The following year, 1820,
brought some significant statements from various members of
Congress. Said Smith of South Carolina: “Pharaoh was, for his
temerity, drowned in the Red Sea, in pursuing them [the
Israelites] contrary to God’s express will; but our Northern
friends have not been afraid even of that, in their zeal to
furnish the Southern States with Africans. They are better
seamen than Pharaoh, and calculate by that means to elude the
vigilance of Heaven; which they seem to disregard, if they can
but elude the violated laws of their country.”2884 As late as May
he saw little hope of suppressing the traffic.2885 Sergeant of
Pennsylvania declared: “It is notorious that, in spite of the
utmost vigilance that can be employed, African negroes are
clandestinely brought in and sold as slaves.”2886 Plumer of New
Hampshire stated that “of the unhappy beings, thus in violation
of all laws transported to our shores, and thrown by force into
the mass of our black population, scarcely one in a hundred is
ever detected by the officers of the General Government, in a

2879. Attorney-General Wirt advised him, October, 1819, that no part of the appropriation could be used to purchase land in Africa 
or tools for the Negroes, or as salary for the agent: OPINIONS OF ATTORNEYS-GENERAL, I. 314-7. Monroe laid the case before 
Congress in a special message Dec. 20, 1819 (HOUSE JOURNAL, 16th Congress 1st session, page 57); but no action was taken there.
2880. Cf. Kendall’s Report, August, 1830: SENATE DOCUMENT, 21st Congress 2d session, I. No. 1, pages 211-8; also see below, 
Chapter X.
2881. Speech in the House of Representatives, Feb. 15, 1819, page 18; published in Boston, 1849.
2882. Jay, INQUIRY INTO AMERICAN COLONIZATION (1838), page 59, note.
2883. Quoted in Friends’ FACTS AND OBSERVATIONS ON THE SLAVE TRADE (ed. 1841), pages 7-8.
2884. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 16th Congress 1st session, pages 270-1.
2885. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 16th Congress 1st session, page 698.
2886. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 16th Congress 1st session, page 1207.
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part of the country, where, if we are to believe the statement
of Governor Rabun, ‘an officer who would perform his duty, by
attempting to enforce the law [against the slave trade] is, by
many, considered as an officious meddler, and treated with
derision and contempt;’ ... I have been told by a gentleman, who
has attended particularly to this subject, that ten thousand
slaves were in one year smuggled into the United States; and
that, even for the last year, we must count the number not by
hundreds, but by thousands.”2887 In 1821 a committee of Congress
characterized prevailing methods as those “of the grossest fraud
that could be practised to deceive the officers of
government.”2888 Another committee, in 1822, after a careful
examination of the subject, declare that they “find it
impossible to measure with precision the effect produced upon
the American branch of the slave trade by the laws above
mentioned, and the seizures under them. They are unable to
state, whether those American merchants, the American capital
and seamen which heretofore aided in this traffic, have
abandoned it altogether, or have sought shelter under the flags
of other nations.” They then state the suspicious circumstance
that, with the disappearance of the American flag from the
traffic, “the trade, notwithstanding, increases annually, under
the flags of other nations.” They complain of the spasmodic
efforts of the executive. They say that the first United States
cruiser arrived on the African coast in March, 1820, and
remained a “few weeks;” that since then four others had in two
years made five visits in all; but “since the middle of last
November, the commencement of the healthy season on that coast,
no vessel has been, nor, as your committee is informed, is, under
orders for that service.”2889 The United States African agent,
Ayres, reported in 1823: “I was informed by an American officer
who had been on the coast in 1820, that he had boarded 20
American vessels in one morning, lying in the port of Gallinas,
and fitted for the reception of slaves. It is a lamentable fact,
that most of the harbours, between the Senegal and the line,
were visited by an equal number of American vessels, and for the
sole purpose of carrying away slaves. Although for some years
the coast had been occasionally visited by our cruizers, their
short stay and seldom appearance had made but slight impression
on those traders, rendered hardy by repetition of crime, and
avaricious by excessive gain. They were enabled by a regular
system to gain intelligence of any cruizer being on the
coast.”2890

Even such spasmodic efforts bore abundant fruit, and indicated
what vigorous measures might have accomplished. Between May,

2887. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 16th Congress 1st session, page 1433.
2888. Referring particularly to the case of the slaver “Plattsburg.” Cf. HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress 1st session, II. No. 92, page 
10.
2889. HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress 1st session, II. No. 92, page 2. The President had in his message spoken in exhilarating tones 
of the success of the government in suppressing the trade. The House Committee appointed in pursuance of this passage made the 
above report. Their conclusions are confirmed by British reports: PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1822, Vol. XXII., SLAVE TRADE, 
Further Papers, III. page 44. So, too, in 1823, Ashmun, the African agent, reports that thousands of slaves are being abducted.
2890. Ayres to the Secretary of the Navy, Feb. 24, 1823; reprinted in FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE (1824), page 
31.

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY

HDT WHAT? INDEX
1818, and November, 1821, nearly six hundred Africans were
recaptured and eleven American slavers taken.2891 Such measures
gradually changed the character of the trade, and opened the
international phase of the question. American slavers cleared
for foreign ports, there took a foreign flag and papers, and
then sailed boldly past American cruisers, although their real
character was often well known. More stringent clearance laws
and consular instructions might have greatly reduced this
practice; but nothing was ever done, and gradually the laws
became in large measure powerless to deal with the bulk of the
illicit trade. In 1820, September 16, a British officer, in his
official report, declares that, in spite of United States laws,
“American vessels, American subjects, and American capital, are
unquestionably engaged in the trade, though under other colours
and in disguise.”2892 The United States ship “Cyane” at one time
reported ten captures within a few days, adding: “Although they
are evidently owned by Americans, they are so completely covered
by Spanish papers that it is impossible to condemn them.”2893 The
governor of Sierra Leone reported the rivers Nunez and Pongas
full of renegade European and American slave-traders;2894 the
trade was said to be carried on “to an extent that almost
staggers belief.”2895 Down to 1824 or 1825, reports from all
quarters prove this activity in slave-trading.
The execution of the laws within the country exhibits grave
defects and even criminal negligence. Attorney-General Wirt
finds it necessary to assure collectors, in 1819, that “it is
against public policy to dispense with prosecutions for
violation of the law to prohibit the Slave trade.”2896 One
district attorney writes: “It appears to be almost impossible
to enforce the laws of the United States against offenders after
the negroes have been landed in the state.”2897 Again, it is
asserted that “when vessels engaged in the slave trade have been
detained by the American cruizers, and sent into the slave-
holding states, there appears at once a difficulty in securing
the freedom to these captives which the laws of the United States
have decreed for them.”2898 In some cases, one man would smuggle
in the Africans and hide them in the woods; then his partner
would “rob” him, and so all trace be lost.2899 Perhaps 350
Africans were officially reported as brought in contrary to law
from 1818 to 1820: the absurdity of this figure is apparent.2900

2891. HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress 1st session, II. No. 92, pages 5-6. The slavers were the “Ramirez,” “Endymion,” 
“Esperanza,” “Plattsburg,” “Science,” “Alexander,” “Eugene,” “Mathilde,” “Daphne,” “Eliza,” and “La Pensée.” In these 573 
Africans were taken. The naval officers were greatly handicapped by the size of the ships, etc. (cf. FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN 
SLAVE-TRADE (1824), pages 33-41). They nevertheless acted with great zeal.
2892. PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1821, Vol. XXIII., SLAVE TRADE, Further Papers, A, page 76. The names and description of a 
dozen or more American slavers are given: PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1821, Vol. XXIII., SLAVE TRADE, Further Papers, A, pages 
18-21.
2893. HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress 1st session, II. No. 92, pages 15-20.
2894. HOUSE DOCUMENT, 18th Congress 1st session, VI. No. 119, page 13.
2895. PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1823, Vol. XVIII., SLAVE TRADE, Further Papers, A, pages 10-11.
2896. OPINIONS OF ATTORNEYS-GENERAL, V. 717.
2897. R.W. Habersham to the Secretary of the Navy, August, 1821; reprinted in FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE 
(1824), page 47.
2898. FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE (1824), page 42.
2899. FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE (1824), page 43.
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A circular letter to the marshals, in 1821, brought reports of
only a few well-known cases, like that of the “General Ramirez;”
the marshal of Louisiana had “no information.”2901

There appears to be little positive evidence of a large illicit
importation into the country for a decade after 1825. It is
hardly possible, however, considering the activity in the trade,
that slaves were not largely imported. Indeed, when we note how
the laws were continually broken in other respects, absence of
evidence of petty smuggling becomes presumptive evidence that
collusive or tacit understanding of officers and citizens
allowed the trade to some extent.2902 Finally, it must be noted
that during all this time scarcely a man suffered for
participating in the trade, beyond the loss of the Africans and,
more rarely, of his ship. Red-handed slavers, caught in the act
and convicted, were too often, like La Coste of South Carolina,
the subjects of executive clemency.2903 In certain cases there
were those who even had the effrontery to ask Congress to cancel
their own laws. For instance, in 1819 a Venezuelan privateer,
secretly fitted out and manned by Americans in Baltimore,
succeeded in capturing several American, Portuguese, and Spanish
slavers, and appropriating the slaves; being finally wrecked
herself, she transferred her crew and slaves to one of her
prizes, the “Antelope,” which was eventually captured by a
United States cruiser and the 280 Africans sent to Georgia.
After much litigation, the United States Supreme Court ordered
those captured from Spaniards to be surrendered, and the others
to be returned to Africa. By some mysterious process, only 139
Africans now remained, 100 of whom were sent to Africa. The
Spanish claimants of the remaining thirty-nine sold them to a
certain Mr. Wilde, who gave bond to transport them out of the
country. Finally, in December, 1827, there came an innocent
petition to Congress to cancel this bond.2904 A bill to that effect
passed and was approved, May 2, 1828,2905 and in consequence
these Africans remained as slaves in Georgia.
On the whole, it is plain that, although in the period from 1807
to 1820 Congress laid down broad lines of legislation
sufficient, save in some details, to suppress the African slave
trade to America, yet the execution of these laws was criminally
lax. Moreover, by the facility with which slavers could disguise
their identity, it was possible for them to escape even a
vigorous enforcement of our laws. This situation could properly
be met only by energetic and sincere international co-
operation....2906

2900. Cf. above, pages 126-7.
2901. FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE (1824), page 42.
2902. A few accounts of captures here and there would make the matter less suspicious; these, however, do not occur. How large 
this suspected illicit traffic was, it is of course impossible to say; there is no reason why it may not have reached many hundreds per 
year.
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 January 5, Wednesday: On a transoceanic voyage of a ship packed with immigrants during this period, it 
would be the usual and expectable outcome for perhaps up to 5 of the immigrants to die during the voyage of 
frailty or by accident, or due to childbirth while at sea. When the clipper ship Clontarf had sailed from the port 
of Plymouth in England for New Zealand with 412 immigrants that would have been what the immigrants 
needed to expect, but this initial boatload had been fortunate and this vessel had been lucky and when they 
arrived at Lyttelton, New Zealand on this day after a journey of 105 days, they all arrived, each and every one!

With this initial successful run completed the Clontarf would return to England to bring aboard its next 
boatload of such immigrants, and would set sail from London for a 2d such voyage on November 30th, 1859 
packed with 430 immigrants. This 2d voyage, however, would not be nearly so fortunate: the ship would 
encounter bad weather while measles, whooping cough, and tropical diseases ravaged its cargo of human 
beings. By the point at which it would arrive at Lyttelton, New Zealand after its 105 days in transit, 5 adults 
and 36 children of these new immigrants would be dead. This ship’s reputation would suffer, no immigrants 
would again be willing to board her, and the Clontarf would need to be converted to serve other purposes.

On a motion that Senator Seward had made on December 21st, 1858, the United States Senate resolved “That 
the Committee on the Judiciary inquire whether any amendments to existing laws ought to be made for the 
suppression of the African slave trade” (SENATE JOURNAL, 35th Congress, 2d session, pages 80, 108, 115).

January 5. As I go down the causeway, near the railroad bridge, I hear a fine busy twitter, and, looking
up, see a nuthatch [White-breasted Nuthatch Sitta carolinensis] hopping along and about a swamp white
oak branch, inspecting every side of it, as readily hanging head-downwards as standing upright, and then it
utters a distinct gnah, as if to attract a companion. Indeed, that other, finer twitter seemed designed to keep some
companion in tow, or else it was like a very busy man talking to himself. The companion was a single chickadee
[Black-capped Chicadee  Parus Atricapillus], which lisped six or eight feet off. There were, perhaps, no

2903. Cf. editorial in Niles’s Register, XXII. 114. Cf. also the following instances of pardons: — 
PRESIDENT JEFFERSON: March 1, 1808, Phillip M. Topham, convicted for “carrying on an illegal slave-trade” (pardoned twice). 
PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, I. 146, 148-9.
PRESIDENT MADISON: July 29, 1809, 15 vessels arrived at New Orleans from Cuba, with 666 white persons and 683 negroes. 
Every penalty incurred under the Act of 1807 was remitted. (Note: “Several other pardons of this nature were granted.”) PARDONS 
AND REMISSIONS, I. 179.
Nov. 8, 1809, John Hopkins and Lewis Le Roy, convicted for importing a slave. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, I. 184-5.
Feb. 12, 1810, William Sewall, convicted for importing slaves. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, I. 194, 235, 240.
May 5, 1812, William Babbit, convicted for importing slaves. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, I. 248.
PRESIDENT MONROE: June 11, 1822, Thomas Shields, convicted for bringing slaves into New Orleans. PARDONS AND 
REMISSIONS, IV. 15.
Aug. 24, 1822, J.F. Smith, sentenced to five years’ imprisonment and $3000 fine; served twenty-five months and was then pardoned. 
PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 22.
July 23, 1823, certain parties liable to penalties for introducing slaves into Alabama. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 63.
Aug. 15, 1823, owners of schooner “Mary,” convicted of importing slaves. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 66.
PRESIDENT J.Q. ADAMS: March 4, 1826, Robert Perry; his ship was forfeited for slave-trading. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 
140.
Jan. 17, 1827, Jesse Perry; forfeited ship, and was convicted for introducing slaves. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 158.
Feb. 13, 1827, Zenas Winston; incurred penalties for slave-trading. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 161. The four following cases 
are similar to that of Winston: — 
Feb. 24, 1827, John Tucker and William Morbon. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 162.
March 25, 1828, Joseph Badger. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 192.
Feb. 19, 1829, L.R. Wallace. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 215.
PRESIDENT JACKSON: Five cases. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 225, 270, 301, 393, 440.
The above cases were taken from manuscript copies of the Washington records, made by Mr. W.C. Endicott, Jr., and kindly loaned 
me.
2904. See SENATE JOURNAL, 20th Congress 1st session, pages 60, 66, 340, 341, 343, 348, 352, 355; HOUSE JOURNAL, 20th Congress 
1st session, pages 59, 76, 123, 134, 156, 169, 173, 279, 634, 641, 646, 647, 688, 692.
2905. STATUTES AT LARGE, VI. 376.

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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other birds than these two within a quarter of a mile. And when the nuthatch flitted to another tree two rods off,
the chickadee unfailingly followed.

 January 12, Wednesday: Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: 
“Message of the President ... relative to the landing of the barque Wanderer on the coast of Georgia, etc.” –
SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 35 Cong. 2 sess. VII. No. 8. See also HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 35 
Cong. 2 sess. IX. No. 89.

Jacob B. Farmer brought Henry Thoreau a hawk which he thought had caught 30 or 40 of his chickens since 
summer “for he has lost so many, and he has seen a hawk like this catch some of them.” Thoreau saw this, 
obviously, as the result of typological thinking, and was unwilling to infer beyond Farmer’s evidence.

 January 12: Mr. Farmer brings me a hawk which he thinks has caught thirty or forty of his chickens
since summer, for he has lost so many, and he has seen a hawk like this catch some of them. Thinks he has seen
this same one sitting a long time upright on a tree, high or low, about his premises, and when at length a hen or
this year’s chicken had strayed far from the rest, it skimmed along and picked her up without pausing, and bore
her off, the chicken not having seen him approaching. He found this, caught by one leg and frozen to death, in
a trap which he had set for mink by a spring and baited with fish.
This measures nineteen by forty-two inches and is, according to Wilson and Nuttall, a young Falco lineatus, or
red-shouldered hawk. It might as well be called red or rusty breasted hawk.2907 Nuttall says it lives on frogs,
crayfish, etc., and does not go far north,–not even to Massachusetts, he thought. Its note, kee-oo. He never saw
one soar, at least in winter. According to all accounts Wilson’s Falco hyemalis is the old of this bird, for there
is a remarkable difference between old and young.
Mine agrees with Wilson’s F. Iineatus, or the young, except that the greater wing-coverts and secondaries are
hardly what I should call “pale olive brown thickly spotted,” etc., but rather dusky-brown, somewhat
indistinctly barred with whitish (which is pure white on each edge of the feathers) and edged with rusty; that
the shafts of the breast-feathers are only dark-brown; that the tail is not quite black, but very dark brown, and
is not “broadly tipped” with white, but only with a quarter of an inch of it; vent not “pale ochre,” but white; legs
and feet hardly fine yellow, but dull greenish-yellow; femorals as bright rusty as the breast. It differs from
Wilson’s winter falcon, which is considered by Audubon and Brewer the same as the lineatus, in not having
what I should call a “tooth in the upper mandible;” head, sides of neck, etc., hardly “streaked with white;”
above, all primaries and exterior tailfeathers not “brownish orange,” and tail not “barred alternately with dark
and pale brown,” its inner veins and coverts not “white;” and what is very important, the breast and beneath is
not “white.”
Since Nuttall makes it a southern bird, and it is not likely to come north in the winter, it would seem that it breeds
here.
Farmer says that he saw what he calls the common hen-hawk, one soaring high with apparently a chicken in its
claws, while a young hawk circled beneath, when former suddenly let drop the chicken, but the young failing
to catch, he shot down like lightning and caught and bore off the falling chicken before it reached the earth.

2906. Among interesting minor proceedings in this period were two Senate bills to register slaves so as to prevent illegal 
importation. They were both dropped in the House; a House proposition to the same effect also came to nothing: SENATE JOURNAL, 
15th Congress 1st session, pages 147, 152, 157, 165, 170, 188, 201, 203, 232, 237; 15th Congress 2d session, pages 63, 74, 77, 202, 
207, 285, 291, 297; HOUSE JOURNAL, 15th Congress 1st session, page 332; 15th Congress 2d session, pages 303, 305, 316; 16th 
Congress 1st session, page 150. Another proposition was contained in the Meigs resolution presented to the House, Feb. 5, 1820, 
which proposed to devote the public lands to the suppression of the slave-trade. This was ruled out of order. It was presented again 
and laid on the table in 1821: HOUSE JOURNAL, 16th Congress 1st session, pages 196, 200, 227; 16th Congress 2d session, page 238.
2907.According to Birds of Long Island, mine is the old bird (??).
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 January 13, Thursday: John Thoreau, who so loved to sit in the shops of Concord or at the post-office and read 
the daily papers, but who had been coughing and expectorating a great deal, had stopped coughing but 
“continued to raise” phlegm from his lungs. At this point he “took to his chamber” in his final illness and –
although for few weeks he would still be able to sit up in his chamber– he would not come down from his 
bedroom again alive.

In the United States Senate, Mr. Seward introduced “a bill (Senate, No. 510) in addition to the acts which 
prohibit the slave trade.” This bill would be referred to committee, reported by the committee, and dropped on 
the floor (SENATE JOURNAL, 35th Congress, 2d session, pages 134, 321).

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: This decade is especially noteworthy for
the great increase of illegal importations into the South. These
became bold, frequent, and notorious. Systematic introduction
on a considerable scale probably commenced in the forties,
although with great secrecy. “To have boldly ventured into New
Orleans, with negroes freshly imported from Africa, would not
only have brought down upon the head of the importer the
vengeance of our very philanthropic Uncle Sam, but also the
anathemas of the whole sect of philanthropists and negrophilists
everywhere. To import them for years, however, into quiet
places, evading with impunity the penalty of the law, and the
ranting of the thin-skinned sympathizers with Africa, was
gradually to popularize the traffic by creating a demand for
laborers, and thus to pave the way for the gradual revival of the slave
trade. To this end, a few men, bold and energetic, determined,
ten or twelve years ago [1848 or 1850], to commence the business
of importing negroes, slowly at first, but surely; and for this
purpose they selected a few secluded places on the coast of
Florida, Georgia and Texas, for the purpose of concealing their
stock until it could be sold out. Without specifying other
places, let me draw your attention to a deep and abrupt pocket
or indentation in the coast of Texas, about thirty miles from
Brazos Santiago. Into this pocket a slaver could run at any hour
of the night, because there was no hindrance at the entrance,
and here she could discharge her cargo of movables upon the
projecting bluff, and again proceed to sea inside of three
hours. The live stock thus landed could be marched a short
distance across the main island, over a porous soil which
refuses to retain the recent foot-prints, until they were again
placed in boats, and were concealed upon some of the innumerable
little islands which thicken on the waters of the Laguna in the
rear. These islands, being covered with a thick growth of bushes
and grass, offer an inscrutable hiding place for the ‘black
diamonds.’”2908 These methods became, however, toward 1860, too
slow for the radicals, and the trade grew more defiant and open.
The yacht “Wanderer,” arrested on suspicion in New York and
released, landed in Georgia six months later four hundred and
twenty slaves, who were never recovered.2909 The Augusta Despatch

2908. New York Herald, Aug. 5, 1860; quoted in Drake, REVELATIONS OF A SLAVE SMUGGLER, Introduction, pages vii.-viii.

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY

HDT WHAT? INDEX
says: “Citizens of our city are probably interested in the
enterprise. It is hinted that this is the third cargo landed by
the same company, during the last six months.”2910 Two parties
of Africans were brought into Mobile with impunity. One bark,
strongly suspected of having landed a cargo of slaves, was
seized on the Florida coast; another vessel was reported to be
landing slaves near Mobile; a letter from Jacksonville, Florida,
stated that a bark had left there for Africa to ship a cargo for
Florida and Georgia.2911 Stephen A. Douglas said “that there was
not the shadow of doubt that the Slave-trade had been carried
on quite extensively for a long time back, and that there had
been more Slaves imported into the southern States, during the
last year, than had ever been imported before in any one year,
even when the Slave-trade was legal. It was his confident
belief, that over fifteen thousand Slaves had been brought into
this country during the past year [1859.] He had seen, with his
own eyes, three hundred of those recently-imported, miserable
beings, in a Slave-pen in Vicksburg, Miss., and also large
numbers at Memphis, Tenn.”2912 It was currently reported that
depots for these slaves existed in over twenty large cities and
towns in the South, and an interested person boasted to a
senator, about 1860, that “twelve vessels would discharge their
living freight upon our shores within ninety days from the 1st
of June last,” and that between sixty and seventy cargoes had
been successfully introduced in the last eighteen months.2913 The
New York Tribune doubted the statement; but John C. Underwood,
formerly of Virginia, wrote to the paper saying that he was
satisfied that the correspondent was correct. “I have,” he said,
“had ample evidences of the fact, that reopening the African
Slave-trade is a thing already accomplished, and the traffic is
brisk, and rapidly increasing. In fact, the most vital question
of the day is not the opening of this trade, but its suppression.
The arrival of cargoes of negroes, fresh from Africa, in our
southern ports, is an event of frequent occurrence.”2914

Negroes, newly landed, were openly advertised for sale in the
public press, and bids for additional importations made. In
reply to one of these, the Mobile Mercury facetiously remarks:
“Some negroes who never learned to talk English, went up the
railroad the other day.”2915 Congressmen declared on the floor
of the House: “The slave trade may therefore be regarded as
practically re-established;”2916 and petitions like that from

2909. HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 35th Congress, 2d session, IX. No. 89. Cf. 26TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY 
SOCIETY, pages 45-9.
2910. Quoted in 26TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, page 46.
2911. For all the above cases, cf. 26TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, page 49.
2912. Quoted in 27TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, page 20. Cf. REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY, 
1859; SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 36th Congress, 1st session, III. No. 2.
2913. 27TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, page 21.
2914. Quoted in 27TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, page 21
2915. Issue of July 22, 1860; quoted in Drake, REVELATIONS OF A SLAVE SMUGGLER, Introd., page vi. The advertisement referred 
to was addressed to the “Ship-owners and Masters of our Mercantile Marine,” and appeared in the Enterprise (Miss.) Weekly News, 
April 14, 1859. William S. Price and seventeen others state that they will “pay three hundred dollars per head for one thousand native 
Africans, between the ages of fourteen and twenty years, (of sexes equal,) likely, sound, and healthy, to be delivered within twelve 
months from this date, at some point accessible by land, between Pensacola, Fla., and Galveston, Texas; the contractors giving thirty 
days’ notice as to time and place of delivery”: Quoted in 26TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, pages 41-2.
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the American Missionary Society recited the fact that “this
piratical and illegal trade — this inhuman invasion of the
rights of men, — this outrage on civilization and Christianity
— this violation of the laws of God and man — is openly
countenanced and encouraged by a portion of the citizens of some
of the States of this Union.”2917

From such evidence it seems clear that the slave-trade laws, in
spite of the efforts of the government, in spite even of much
opposition to these extra-legal methods in the South itself,
were grossly violated, if not nearly nullified, in the latter
part of the decade 1850-1860.

 January 13. The cold spell is over, and here this morning is a fog or mist; the wind, if there is any, I
think, northerly; and there is built out horizontally on the north side of every twig and other surface a very
remarkable sort of hoar frost, the crystallized fog, which is still increasing. Mr. Edwin Morton was telling me
night before last of a similar phenomenon witnessed in central New York, the fog of highlands or mountains
crystallizing in this way and forming a white fringe or frost on the trees even to an inch and a half. This is already
full an inch deep on many trees, and gets to be much more, perhaps an inch and a half even, on some in the
course of the day. It is quite rare here, at least onthis scale. The mist lasts all this day, though it is far from warm
(+ 11 at 8 A. M.), and till noon of the 14th, when it becomes rain, and all this time there is exceedingly little if
any wind.
I go to the river this morning and walk up it to see the trees and bushes along it. As the frostwork (which is not
thin and transparent like ice, but white and snow-like, or between the distinctly leaf with veins and a mere
aggregation of snow, though you easily distinguish the distinct leaves) is built out northward
from each surface, spreading at       ~7’
an angle of about forty-five de-     /~f
grees, i.e. some twenty-odd each ,~/
side of the north, you must ~.-
stand on the north side and look ~          ~
south at the trees, etc., when they appear, except the large
limbs and trunk, wholly of snow or frostwork, mere
ghosts of trees, seen softly against the mist for a back-
ground. It is mist on mist. The outline and character
of each tree is more distinctly exhibited, being exag-
gerated, and you notice any peculiarity in the disposi-
tion of the twigs. Some elm twigs, thus enlarged into
snowy fingers, are strikingly regular and handsome, thus:
In the case of most evergreens, it / ~ amounts to a very rich sugaring, being so firmly attached. The weeping
willow seems to weep with more remarkable and regular curve than ever, and stands still and white with
thickened twigs, as if carved in white marble or :llabaster. Those trees, like alders, which have notgrown much
the past year–which have short and angular twigs–are the richest in effect. The end of each alder twig is recurved
where the drooping catkin is concealed. On one side you see the dark-brown fruit, but on the north that too is
concealed.
I can see about a quarter of a mile through the mist, and when, later, it is somewhat thinner, the woods, the pine
woods, at a distance are a dark-blue color.

2916. CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 35th Congress, 1st session, page 1362. Cf. the speech of a delegate from Georgia to the Democratic 
Convention at Charleston, 1860: “If any of you northern democrats will go home with me to my plantation, I will show you some 
darkies that I bought in Virginia, some in Delaware, some in Florida, and I will also show you the pure African, the noblest Roman 
of them all. I represent the African slave trade interest of my section:” Lalor, CYCLOPÆDIA, III. 733.
2917. SENATE MISCELLANEOUS DOCUMENT, 36th Congress, 1st session, No. 8.

THE ACTUAL JOURNAL [T

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf
http://thoreau.library.ucsb.edu/writings_journals_pdfs/x
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/transclusions/18/59/jan/x


TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY

HDT WHAT? INDEX
 January 31, Monday: Irrlichter op.218, a waltz by Johann Baptist Strauss II, was performed for the initial 
time, in the Sophiensaal, Vienna.

Hinton Rowan Helper responded again to Lysander Spooner:

19 East 35th Street
New York, Jany 31, 1859

Dear Spooner:
You may have thought that my criticism of your circular to the
Non-Slaveholders of the South was rather severe; but I gave you
my candid opinion, and by reference to the inclosed Boston
correspondence of the Tribune, in today’s issue, you will find
that the writer’s views of the document differ but very little
from my own, I am yet decidedly of the opinion that your circular
is calculated to strengthen slavery rather than weaken it, and
I regret that you did not withhold it from the public. Still, I
know you intentions were good & we are all liable to make
mistakes. I know nothing about the authorship of the inclosed
slip. Please send me another circular. Prof. Fredrick has the
one you sent me.

Yours Truly,
H.R. Helper

Representative Kilgore moved that the rules of the US House of Representatives be suspended so he could 
submit a resolution in support of the existing ban upon the African slave-trade. The House then voted not to 
suspend its rules — and he was unable to submit it. This is what he had been trying to submit:

“Whereas the laws prohibiting the African slave trade have
become a topic of discussion with newspaper writers and
political agitators, many of them boldly denouncing these laws
as unwise in policy and disgraceful in their provisions, and
insisting on the justice and propriety of their repeal, and the
revival of the odious traffic in African slaves; and whereas
recent demonstrations afford strong reasons to apprehend that
said laws are to be set at defiance, and their violation openly
countenanced and encouraged by a portion of the citizens of some
of the States of this Union; and whereas it is proper in view
of said facts that the sentiments of the people’s
representatives in Congress should be made public in relation
thereto: Therefore — 
“Resolved, That while we recognize no right on the part of the
federal government, or any other law-making power, save that of
the States wherein it exists, to interfere with or disturb the
institution of domestic slavery where it is established or
protected by State legislation, we do hold that Congress has
power to prohibit the foreign traffic, and that no legislation
can be too thorough in its measures, nor can any penalty known
to the catalogue of modern punishment for crime be too severe
against a traffic so inhuman and unchristian.

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Johann_Strauss_II
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Johann_Strauss_II


TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY

HDT WHAT? INDEX
“Resolved, That the laws in force against said traffic are founded
upon the broadest principles of philanthropy, religion, and
humanity; that they should remain unchanged, except so far as
legislation may be needed to render them more efficient; that
they should be faithfully and promptly executed by our
government, and respected by all good citizens.
“Resolved, That the Executive should be sustained and commended
for any proper efforts whenever and wherever made to enforce
said laws, and to bring to speedy punishment the wicked
violators thereof, and all their aiders and abettors.” HOUSE
JOURNAL, 35th Congress, 2d session, pages 298-9.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: Early in December 1856, the subject
reached Congress; and although the agitation was then new,
fifty-seven Southern Congressmen refused to declare a re-opening
of the slave-trade “shocking to the moral sentiment of the
enlightened portion of mankind,” and eight refused to call the
reopening even “unwise” and “inexpedient.”2918 Three years
later, January 31, 1859, it was impossible, in a House of one
hundred and ninety-nine members, to get a two-thirds vote in
order even to consider Kilgore’s resolutions, which declared
“that no legislation can be too thorough in its measures, nor
can any penalty known to the catalogue of modern punishment for
crime be too severe against a traffic so inhuman and
unchristian.”2919

Congressmen and other prominent men hastened with the rising
tide.2920 Dowdell of Alabama declared the repressive acts “highly
offensive;” J.B. Clay of Kentucky was “opposed to all these
laws;”2921 Seward of Georgia declared them “wrong, and a
violation of the Constitution;”2922 Barksdale of Mississippi
agreed with this sentiment; Crawford of Georgia threatened a
reopening of the trade; Miles of South Carolina was for
“sweeping away” all restrictions;2923 Keitt of South Carolina
wished to withdraw the African squadron, and to cease to brand
slave-trading as piracy;2924 Brown of Mississippi “would repeal
the law instantly;”2925 Alexander Stephens, in his farewell
address to his constituents, said: “Slave states cannot be made
without Africans.... [My object is] to bring clearly to your
mind the great truth that without an increase of African slaves
from abroad, you may not expect or look for many more slave
States.”2926 Jefferson Davis strongly denied “any coincidence of
opinion with those who prate of the inhumanity and sinfulness

2918. HOUSE JOURNAL, 34th Congress, 3d session, pages 105-10; CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 34th Congress, 3d session, pages 123-
6; Cluskey, POLITICAL TEXT-BOOK (14th edition), page 589.
2919. HOUSE JOURNAL, 35th Congress, 2d session, pages 298-9. Cf. 26TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, 
page 45.
2920. Cf. REPORTS OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, especially the 26th, pages 43-4.
2921. 26TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, page 43. He referred especially to the Treaty of 1842.
2922. 26TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, page 43; CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 35th Congress, 2d session, 
Appendix, pages 248-50.
2923. 26TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, page 44.
2924. 26TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, page 44; 27TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY 
SOCIETY, pages 13-4.
2925. 26TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, page 44.
2926. Quoted in Lalor, CYCLOPÆDIA, III. 733; Cairnes, THE SLAVE POWER (New York, 1862), page 123, note; 27TH REPORT OF 
THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, page 15.
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of the trade. The interest of Mississippi,” said he, “not of the
African, dictates my conclusion.” He opposed the immediate
reopening of the trade in Mississippi for fear of a paralyzing
influx of Negroes, but carefully added: “This conclusion, in
relation to Mississippi, is based upon my view of her present
condition, not upon any general theory. It is not supposed to be
applicable to Texas, to New Mexico, or to any future acquisitions to
be made south of the Rio Grande.”2927 John Forsyth, who for seven
years conducted the slave-trade diplomacy of the nation,
declared, about 1860: “But one stronghold of its [i.e.,
slavery’s] enemies remains to be carried, to complete its triumph and
assure its welfare, — that is the existing prohibition of the
African Slave-trade.”2928 Pollard, in his BLACK DIAMONDS, urged the
importation of Africans as “laborers.” “This I grant you,” said
he, “would be practically the re-opening of the African slave
trade; but ... you will find that it very often becomes necessary
to evade the letter of the law, in some of the greatest measures
of social happiness and patriotism.”2929

 January 31: P.M.– Up river across Cyanean Meadow.
Now we have quite another kind of ice. It has rained hard, converting into a very thin liquid the snow which
had fallen on the old ice, and this, having frozen, has made a perfectly smooth but white snow ice. It is white
like polished marble (I call it marble ice), and the trees and hill are reflected in it, as not in the other. It is far
less varied than the other, but still is very peculiar and interesting. You notice the polished surface much more,
as if it were the marble floor of some stupendous hall. Yet such is its composition it is not quite so hard and
metallic, I think. The skater probably makes more of 3 scratch. The other was hard and crystalline.
As I look south just before sunset, over this fresh and shining ice, I notice that its surface is divided, as it were,
into a great many contiguous tables in different planes, somewhat like so many different facets of a polyhedron
as large as the earth itself. These tables or planes are bounded by cracks, though without any appreciable
opening, and the different levels are betrayed by the reflections of the light or sky being interrupted at the cracks.
The ice formed last night is a day old, and these cracks, as I find, run generally from northeast to southwest
across the entire meadow, some twenty-five or thirty rods, nearly at right angles with the river, and are from five
to fifteen feet apart, while there are comparatively few cracks crossing them in the other direction. You notice
this phenomenon looking over the ice some rods before you; otherwise might not observe the cracks when upon
them. It is as if the very globe itself were a crystal with a certain number of facets.
When I look westward now to the flat snow-crusted shore, it reflects a strong violet color. Also the pink light
reflected from the low, flat snowy surfaces amid the ice on the meadows, just before sunset, is a constant
phenomenon these clear winter days. Whole fields and sides of hills are often the same, but it is more distinct
on these flat islands of snow scattered here and there over the meadow ice. I also see this pink in the dust made
by the skaters. Perhaps the green seen at the same time in ice and water is produced by the general yellow or
amber light of this hour, mingled with the blue of the reflected sky??
Surely the ice is a great and absorbing phenomenon. Consider how much of the surface of the town it occupies,
how much attention it monopolizes! We do not commonly distinguish more than one kind of water in the river,
but what various kinds of ice there are!
Young Heywood told me that the trout which he caught in Walden was twenty-seven inches long and weighed
five pounds, but was thin, not in good condition. (He saw another.) It was in the little cove between the deep
one and the railroad.

2927. Quoted in Cairnes, THE SLAVE POWER, page 123, note; 27TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, page 19.
2928. 27TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, page 16; quoted from the Mobile Register.
2929. Edition of 1859, pages 63-4.
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Read Henry Thoreau’s Journal for March 1859 (æt. 41)
 March 1, Tuesday: Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E.Burghardt Du Bois: “Instructions 
to African squadron: Message from the President, etc.” –HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 35 Cong. 2 sess. IX. 
No. 104.

The present seal of San Francisco was adopted (the 2d seal for this city).

 [THOREAU MADE NO ENTRY IN HIS JOURNAL FOR MARCH 1st]

 March 3, Thursday: This was Sam Houston’s last day as a US Senator.

This year’s federal appropriation to carry out the Act of March 3, 1819, and subsequent acts, and to pay 
expenses already incurred, was $75,000 (STATUTES AT LARGE, XI. 404).

 March 3: Going to Acton this morning, I saw some sparrows on the wall, which I think must have been
the F. hyemalis (?).

P.M. – Up river to Nut Meadow Brook.
It is nearly as cold as yesterday. The piers of the bridge by the railroad bridge are adorned with very handsome
salver or waiter shaped ice three or four feet in diameter (bottom upward), the crenate edges all around being
adorned with bell-shaped pendants (produced by the melting (?) or perchance the water dashed against them).

Going by the solidago oak at Clamshell Hill bank, I heard a faint rippling note, and, looking up, saw about
fifteen snow buntings [Snow Bunting Plectrophenax nivalis] sitting in the top of the oak, all with their
white breasts toward me, –sitting so still and quite white, seen against the white cloudy sky, they did not look
like birds but the ghosts of birds, and their boldness, allowing me to come quite near, enhanced this impression.
These were almost as white as snowballs, and from time [to time] I heard a low, soft rippling note from them.
I could see no features, but only the general outline of plump birds in white. It was a very spectral sight, and
after I had watched them for several minutes, I can hardly say that I was prepared to see them fly away like
ordinary buntings when I advanced further. At first they were almost concealed by being almost the same color
with the cloudy sky.
I see in that ditch (call it Grassy Ditch) near John Hosmer’s second spring south of Nut Meadow Brook much
grass which has lately grown an inch or more and lies flat on the water. Is it the Glyceria fluitans? It is somewhat
frost-bitten too. It fills the ditch like moss, as seen at a little distance. It must be a very springy ditch to be thus
open entirely. Also, pretty near the spring, I see a tuft of carex (?) whose stiff glaucous points have risen several
inches above the surface.
See two small water-bugs at the spring; none elsewhere.
I see apparently some callitriche, fresh, in the spring.
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We recross the river at Grindstone Meadow, but probably cannot to-morrow or next day there. The ice is spotted
with dark crescents, –we tread on the white parts, –and it is puffed up along the middle, being at least six inches
high in the middle where we cross.
All the lower part of steep southern slopes of hills is now commonly bare, –though the snow may be pretty deep
on the brow, –especially the springy bases where the skunk-cabbage, etc., grow.
How imperceptibly the first springing takes place! In some still, muddy springs whose temperature is more
equable than that of the brooks, while brooks and ditches are generally thickly frozen and concealed and the
earth is covered with snow, and it is even cold, hard, and nipping winter weather, some fine grass which fills
the water like a moss begins to lift its tiny spears or blades above the surface, which directly fall flat for half an
inch or an inch along the surface, and on these (though many are frost-bitten) you may measure the length to
which the spring has advanced, – has sprung. Very few indeed, even of botanists, are aware of this growth. Some
of it appears to go on even under ice and snow, or, in such a place as I have described, if it is also sheltered by
alders, or the like, you may see (as March 2d) a little green crescent of caltha leaves, raised an inch or so above
the water, with leaves but partially unrolled and looking as if it would withdraw beneath the surface again at
night.

This, I think, must be the most conspicuous and forward greenness of the spring. The small reddish radical
leaves of the dock, too, are observed flat on the moist ground as soon as the snow has melted there, as if they
had grown beneath it.
The mossy hank along the south side of Hosmer’s second spring ditch is very interesting. There are many
coarse, hair-like masses of that green and brown moss on its edge, hanging over the ditch, alternating with
withered-looking cream-colored sphagnum tinged with rose-color, in protuberances, or mammae, a foot across
on the perpendicular side of the ditch. Cast water on their cheeks, and they become much more reddish, yet
hardly so interesting. This is while the top of the bank and all the hillside above is covered deep with snow. The
pretty fingers of the Lycopodium clavatum, peeping out here and there amid the snow and hanging down the
ditch-side, contrasting with the snow, are very interesting.
Channing tells me he has met with a sassafras tree in New Bedford woods, which, according to a string which
he put round it, is eleven and three quarters feet in circumference at about three feet from the ground. They
consider them very good for rails there, they are so light and durable.
Talk about reading! –a good reader! It depends on how he is heard. There may be elocution and pronunciation
(recitation, say) to satiety, but there can be no good reading unless there is good hearing also. It takes two at
least for this game, as for love, and they must cooperate.2930 The lecturer will read best those parts of his lecture
which are best heard. Sometimes, it is true, the faith and spirits of the reader may run a little ahead and draw
after the good hearing, and at other times the good hearing runs ahead and draws on the good reading. The
reader and the hearer are a team not to be harnessed tandem, the poor wheel horse supporting the burden of the
shafts, while the leader runs pretty much at will, while the lecture lies passive in the painted curricle behind. I
saw some men unloading molasses-hogsheads from a truck at a depot the other day, rolling them up an inclined
plane. The truckman stood behind and shoved, after putting a couple of ropes one round each end of the
hogshead, while two men standing in the depot steadily pulled at the ropes. The first man was the lecturer, the
last was the audience. It is the duty of the lecturer to team his hogshead of sweets to the depot, or Lyceum, place
the horse, arrange the ropes, and shove; and it is the duty of the audience to take hold of the ropes and pull with
all their might. The lecturer who tries to read his essay without being abetted by a good hearing is in the
predicament of a teamster who is engaged in the Sisyphean labor of rolling a molasses-hogshead up an inclined
plane alone, while the freight-master and his men stand indifferent with their hands in their pockets. I have seen
many such a hogshead which had rolled off the horse and gone to smash, with all its sweets wasted on the
ground between the truckman and the freight-house, – and the freight-masters thought that the loss was not
theirs.
Read well! Did you ever know a full well that did not yield of its refreshing waters to those who put their hands
to the windlass or the well-sweep? Did you ever suck cider through a straw? Did you ever know the cider to
push out of the straw when you were not sucking, – unless it chanced to be in a complete ferment? An audience
will draw out of a lecture, or enable a lecturer to read, only such parts of his lecture as they like. A lecture is
like a barrel half full of some palatable liquor. You may tap it at various levels, – in the sweet liquor or in the
froth or in fixed air above. If it is pronounced good, it is partly to the credit of the hearers; if bad, it is partly
their fault. Sometimes a lazy audience refuses to cooperate and pull on the ropes with a will, simply because
the hogshead is full and therefore heavy, when if it were empty, or had only a little sugar adhering to it, they
would whisk it up the slope in a jiffy. The lecturer, therefore, desires of his audience a long pull, a strong pull,
and all pull together. I have seen a sturdy truckman, or lecturer, who had nearly broken his back with shoving

2930. See WEEK, page 267.
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his lecture up such an inclined plane while the audience were laughing at him, at length, as with a last effort,
set it a-rolling in amid the audience and upon their toes, scattering them like sheep and making them cry out
with pain, while he drove proudly away. Rarely it is a very heavy freight of such hogsheads stored in a vessel’s
hold that is to be lifted out and deposited on the public wharf, and this is accomplished only after many a hearty
pull all together and a good deal of heave-yo-ing.

 May 9, Monday-19, Thursday: At the Commercial Convention in Vicksburg, Mississippi, the possibility and 
the desirability of the resumption of American participation in the international slave trade was again a prime 
topic of consideration.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: The Convention of 1859 met at Vicksburg,
Mississippi, May 9-19, and the slave-trade party came ready for
a fray. On the second day Spratt called up his resolutions, and
the next day the Committee on Resolutions recommended that, ”in
the opinion of this Convention, all laws, State or Federal, prohibiting the African slave trade,
ought to be repealed.” Two minority reports accompanied this
resolution: one proposed to postpone action, on account of the
futility of the attempt at that time; the other report
recommended that, since repeal of the national laws was
improbable, nullification by the States impracticable, and
action by the Supreme Court unlikely, therefore the States
should bring in the Africans as apprentices, a system the
legality of which “is incontrovertible.” “The only difficult
question,” it was said, “is the future status of the apprentices
after the expiration of their term of servitude.”2931 Debate on
these propositions began in the afternoon. A brilliant speech
on the resumption of the importation of slaves, says Foote of
Mississippi, “was listened to with breathless attention and
applauded vociferously. Those of us who rose in opposition were
looked upon by the excited assemblage present as traitors to the
best interests of the South, and only worthy of expulsion from
the body. The excitement at last grew so high that personal
violence was menaced, and some dozen of the more conservative
members of the convention withdrew from the hall in which it was
holding its sittings.”2932 “It was clear,” adds De Bow, “that the
people of Vicksburg looked upon it [i.e., the convention] with
some distrust.”2933 When at last a ballot was taken, the first
resolution passed by a vote of 40 to 19.2934 Finally, the 8th
Article of the Treaty of Washington was again condemned; and it

2931. De Bow’s Review, XXVII. 94-235.
2932. H.S. Foote, in BENCH AND BAR OF THE SOUTH AND SOUTHWEST, page 69.
2933. De Bow’s Review, XXVII. 115.
2934. De Bow’s Review, XXVII., page 99. The vote was: —

Yea.  Nay.
Alabama, 5 votes. Tennessee, 12 votes.
Arkansas, 4 votes. Florida, 3 votes.
South Carolina, 4 votes. South Carolina, 4 votes.
Louisiana, 6 votes. Total 19
Texas, 4 votes.
Georgia, 10 votes.
Virginia, Maryland, Kentucky, and Mississippi, 7 votes. North Carolina did not vote; they either withdrew or were not represented.
Total 40
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was also suggested, in the newspaper which was the official
organ of the meeting, that “the Convention raise a fund to be
dispensed in premiums for the best sermons in favor of reopening
the African Slave Trade.”2935

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: This record of the Commercial
Conventions probably gives a true reflection of the development
of extreme opinion on the question of reopening the slave-trade.
First, it is noticeable that on this point there was a distinct
divergence of opinion and interest between the Gulf and the
Border States, and it was this more than any moral repugnance
that checked the radicals. The whole movement represented the
economic revolt of the slave-consuming cotton-belt against their
base of labor supply. This revolt was only prevented from
gaining its ultimate end by the fact that the Gulf States could
not get on without the active political co-operation of the
Border States. Thus, although such hot-heads as Spratt were not
able, even as late as 1859, to carry a substantial majority of
the South with them in an attempt to reopen the trade at all
hazards, yet the agitation did succeed in sweeping away nearly
all theoretical opposition to the trade, and left the majority
of Southern people in an attitude which regarded the reopening
of the African slave-trade as merely a question of expediency.
This growth of Southern opinion is clearly to be followed in the
newspapers and pamphlets of the day, in Congress, and in many
significant movements. The Charleston Standard in a series of
articles strongly advocated the reopening of the trade; the
Richmond Examiner, though opposing the scheme as a Virginia
paper should, was brought to “acknowledge that the laws which
condemn the Slave-trade imply an aspersion upon the character
of the South.2936 In March, 1859, the National Era said: “There
can be no doubt that the idea of reviving the African Slave Trade
is gaining ground in the South. Some two months ago we could
quote strong articles from ultra Southern journals against the
traffic; but of late we have been sorry to observe in the same
journals an ominous silence upon the subject, while the
advocates of ‘free trade in negroes’ are earnest and active.”2937

The Savannah Republican, which at first declared the movement
to be of no serious intent, conceded, in 1859, that it was
gaining favor, and that nine-tenths of the Democratic
Congressional Convention favored it, and that even those who did
not advocate a revival demanded the abolition of the laws.2938 A
correspondent from South Carolina writes, December 18, 1859:
“The nefarious project of opening it [i.e., the slave trade] has
been started here in that prurient temper of the times which
manifests itself in disunion schemes.... My State is strangely
and terribly infected with all this sort of thing.... One
feeling that gives a countenance to the opening of the slave
trade is, that it will be a sort of spite to the North and
defiance of their opinions.”2939 The New Orleans Delta declared

2935. Quoted in 26TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, page 38. The official organ was the True Southron.
2936. Quoted in 24TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, page 54.
2937. Quoted in 26TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, page 43.
2938. 27TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, pages 19-20.
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that those who voted for the slave-trade in Congress were men
“whose names will be honored hereafter for the unflinching
manner in which they stood up for principle, for truth, and
consistency, as well as the vital interests of the South.”2940

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: The matter did not rest with mere words.
During the session of the Vicksburg Convention, an “African
Labor Supply Association” was formed, under the presidency of
J.D.B. De Bow, editor of De Bow’s Review, and ex-superintendent
of the seventh census. The object of the association was “to
promote the supply of African labor.”2941 In 1857 the committee
of the South Carolina legislature to whom the Governor’s slave-
trade message was referred made an elaborate report, which
declared in italics: ”The South at large does need a re-opening of the African slave
trade.” Pettigrew, the only member who disagreed to this report,
failed of re-election. The report contained an extensive
argument to prove the kingship of cotton, the perfidy of English
philanthropy, and the lack of slaves in the South, which, it was
said, would show a deficit of six hundred thousand slaves by
1878.2942 In Georgia, about this time, an attempt to expunge the
slave-trade prohibition in the State Constitution lacked but one
vote of passing.2943 From these slower and more legal movements
came others less justifiable. The long argument on the
“apprentice” system finally brought a request to the collector
of the port at Charleston, South Carolina, from E. Lafitte &
Co., for a clearance to Africa for the purpose of importing
African “emigrants.” The collector appealed to the Secretary of
the Treasury, Howell Cobb of Georgia, who flatly refused to take
the bait, and replied that if the “emigrants” were brought in
as slaves, it would be contrary to United States law; if as
freemen, it would be contrary to their own State law.2944 In
Louisiana a still more radical movement was attempted, and a
bill passed the House of Representatives authorizing a company
to import two thousand five hundred Africans, “indentured” for
fifteen years “at least.” The bill lacked but two votes of
passing the Senate.2945 It was said that the Georgian, of
Savannah, contained a notice of an agricultural society which
“unanimously resolved to offer a premium of $25 for the best
specimen of a live African imported into the United States
within the last twelve months.”2946

It would not be true to say that there was in the South in 1860
substantial unanimity on the subject of reopening the slave-
trade; nevertheless, there certainly was a large and influential
minority, including perhaps a majority of citizens of the Gulf

2939. Letter of W.C. Preston, in the National Intelligencer, April 3, 1863. Also published in the pamphlet, THE AFRICAN SLAVE 
TRADE: THE SECRET PURPOSE, etc., page 26.
2940. Quoted in Etheridge’s speech: CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 34th Congress, 3d session, Appendix, page 366.
2941. De Bow’s Review, XXVII. 121, 231-5.
2942. REPORT OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE, etc. (1857), pages 24-5.
2943. 26TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, page 40. The vote was 47 to 46.
2944. HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 36th Congress, 2d session, IV. No. 7, pages 632-6. For the State law, cf. above, Chapter II. 
This refusal of Cobb’s was sharply criticized by many Southern papers. Cf. 26TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY 
SOCIETY, page 39.
2945. New York Independent, March 11 and April 1, 1858.
2946. 26TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, page 41.

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY

HDT WHAT? INDEX
States, who favored the project, and, in defiance of law and
morals, aided and abetted its actual realization. Various
movements, it must be remembered, gained much of their strength
from the fact that their success meant a partial nullification
of the slave-trade laws. The admission of Texas added probably
seventy-five thousand recently imported slaves to the Southern
stock; the movement against Cuba, which culminated in the
“Ostend Manifesto” of Buchanan, Mason, and Soulé, had its chief
impetus in the thousands of slaves whom Americans had poured
into the island. Finally, the series of filibustering
expeditions against Cuba, Mexico, and Central America were but
the wilder and more irresponsible attempts to secure both slave
territory and slaves.

 August 9, Tuesday: Professor Henri-Frédéric Amiel, who would be referred to as the “Swiss Thoreau,” wrote 
in his JOURNAL INTIME: “Nature is forgetful: the world is almost more so. However little the individual may 
lend himself to it, oblivion soon covers him like a shroud. This rapid and inexorable expansion of the universal 
life, which covers, overflows, and swallows up all individual being, which effaces our existence and annuls all 
memory of us, fills me with unbearable melancholy. To be born, to struggle, to disappear — there is the whole 
ephemeral drama of human life. Except in a few hearts, and not even always in one, our memory passes like 
a ripple on the water, or a breeze in the air. If nothing in us is immortal, what a small thing is life. Like a dream 
which trembles and dies at the first glimmer of dawn, all my past, all my present, dissolve in me, and fall away 
from my consciousness at the moment when it returns upon itself. I feel myself then stripped and empty, like 
a convalescent who remembers nothing. My travels, my reading, my studies, my projects, my hopes, have 
faded from my mind. It is a singular state. All my faculties drop away from me like a cloak that one takes off, 
like the chrysalis case of a larva. I feel myself returning into a more elementary form. I behold my own 
unclothing; I forget, still more than I am forgotten; I pass gently into the grave while still living, and I feel, as 
it were, the indescribable peace of annihilation, and the dim quiet of the Nirvana. I am conscious of the river 
of time passing before and in me, of the impalpable shadows of life gliding past me, but nothing breaks the 
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ranscript]

E MINOTT
cateleptic tranquillity which enwraps me. 
I come to understand the Buddhist trance of the Soufis, the kief of the Turk, the “ecstasy” of the orientals, and 
yet I am conscious all the time that the pleasure of it is deadly, that, like the use of opium or of hasheesh, it is 
a kind of slow suicide, inferior in all respects to the joys of action, to the sweetness of love, to the beauty of 
enthusiasm, to the sacred savor of accomplished duty

Edmund Ruffin sadly noted that the new racist newspaper Southern Citizen had failed and that his new Irish 
friend, the editor John Mitchel, was leaving Knoxville, Tennessee.

An interesting report about the vicissitudes of the international slave trade was appearing in American 
newspapers:

 Aug 9th
I see under the RR Bridge a mass of
meadow which lodged there last spring—
not revealed till this low water—& this is
now dense with a thrifty growth of bull rushes.
Minott says that some used to
wonder much at the windings of the
Mill brook—& could not succeed in
accounting for them, but his Uncle Ben

[T
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Prescott—settled the difficulty by saying
that a great eel came out of
Flint’s Pond & rooted its way {through} the
river—& so made the channel of the
Mill Brook.
Minott says that he can remember
when (it may be 40 or 50 yrs ago)
the Great meadows were so dry one year—
that they having got off all the grass
& cut it quite smoothly—they talked
seriously of having a regimental muster
there. He assured me it would have been
a good place, for the grass was cut smooth,
& the earth was baked so hard that you
could ride in a carriage right through the
middle from the west end clear to Neck-
Cannon could have been dragged about
there perfectly well. I was thinking it
would be rather tussocky ground for
soldiers to wheel & manoeuvre on—&
rather damp to camp on—but he declared
not.
This appeared to be good evidence
for the river meadow proprietors— But
when I asked him if he thought the
meadows were more wet now than 50
years ago—he answered that he did
“not think they were” nor the grass any poorer
As he remembered, in one of those
years—not far from the dry one referred
to—there came a rain in August,
when the meadows were partly cut, which
raised the water so that it floated off
what was left cut & went over the
tops of the standing grass—& you could
have gone all over the meadows in a boat
& he saw there on the meadows such
an immense swarm of sea birds of [possibly Thoreau has written “of” over “or”]
various kinds—peeps—plover, yellow
legs &c as he never saw before nor since.
He thinks he saw so many in one flock as
could not have been packed into his kitchen.
He had never seen anything at all
like it but once since & that
was when the day after he had been to a
muster with his company at Waltham—
(when he was a young man) & had saved
the greater part of his allowance of powder—
{on} the field. The next day [there is a stray mark or punctuation at this point] after getting home
The yellow legs were so thick on the Mill Brook
meadows that he killed a bushel of them.
I saw the tortoises shedding their
scales a week ago. Many of the scales
2/3 off turned up all around.
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JACOB B. F
 December 2, Friday:  Carl Edvard Rotwitt replaced Carl Christian Hall as prime minister of Denmark.

Begräbnisgesang op.13 for chorus, winds and timpani to words of Weisse and a setting of Ave Maria op.12 for 
female chorus and orchestra were performed for the initial time, in the Wörmerscher Saal, Hamburg, 
conducted by the composer Johannes Brahms. 

Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: “Report of the Secretary of the 
Navy.” –SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 36 Cong. 1 sess. III. No. 2, pt. 3, pp. 1138-9, 1149-50.

 December 19, Monday:  Grading started for the Market Street Railroad in San Francisco (watch your step, 
construction work still underway).

One of Cavaillé-Coll’s finest instruments was inaugurated at Ste. Clotilde by the basilica’s organist, César 
Franck.

Edwin Hubell Chapin (1814-1880) wrote from New-York to provide the subject of a lecture he was to deliver 
in Boston, “Modern Chivalry.”

Waldo Emerson disbursed to Henry Thoreau the sum of $3.00 out of the John Brown Relief Fund (presumably 
to cover out-of-pocket costs for the printing of the programs for the memorial meeting on the day on which 
Brown had been hanged).

President James Buchanan’s message to the federal Congress:

All lawful means at my command have been employed, and shall
continue to be employed, to execute the laws against the African
slave trade. After a most careful and rigorous examination of
our coasts, and a thorough investigation of the subject, we have
not been able to discover that any slaves have been imported
into the United States except the cargo by the Wanderer,
numbering between three and four hundred. Those engaged in this
unlawful enterprise have been rigorously prosecuted, but not
with as much success as their crimes have deserved. A number of
them are still under prosecution.
[He provides a chronology of the slave-trade legislation.]
These acts of Congress, it is believed, have, with very rare and
insignificant exceptions, accomplished their purpose. For a
period of more than half a century there has been no perceptible
addition to the number of our domestic slaves.... Reopen the
trade, and it would be difficult to determine whether the effect
would be more deleterious on the interests of the master, or on
those of the native born slave, ... (SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 36th
Congress, 1st session, I. No. 2, pages 5-8).

 December 19: Yarrow [Tansy?] too is full of seed now, and the common johnswort has some seed in
it still.
Farmer has lately been riding about in the neighboring towns west and northwest, as far as Townsend, buying
up their furs,–mink, musquash, and fox. Says that Stow is as good a town for mink as any, but none of them
have more musquash than Concord. He, however, saw but one mink-track in all his rides, and thinks that they

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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are scarce this year.
When a man is young and his constitution and body have not acquired firmness, i. e., before he has arrived at
middle age, he is not an assured inhabitant of the earth, and his compensation is that he is not quite earthy, there
is something peculiarly tender and divine about him. His sentiments and his weakness, nay, his very sickness
and the greater uncertainty of his fate, seem to ally him to a noble race of beings, to whom he in part belongs,
or with whom he is in communication. The young man is a demigod; the grown man, alas! is commonly a mere
mortal. He is but half here, he knows not the men of this world, the powers that be. They know him not.
Prompted by the reminiscence of that other sphere from which he so lately arrived, his actions are unintelligible
to his seniors. He bathes in light. He is interesting as a stranger from another sphere. He really thinks and talks
about a larger sphere of existence than this world. It takes him forty years to accommodate himself to the
carapax of this world. This is the age of poetry. Afterward he may be the president of a bank, and go the way of
all flesh. But a man of settled views, whose thoughts are few and hardened like his bones, is truly mortal, and
his only resource is to say his prayers.

 December 20, Tuesday:  Abraham Lincoln wrote a short autobiography.

The negrero Delicia was intercepted by a United States ship. It would be found to be sailing empty and without 
papers. The courts of the United States would declare that since this vessel was presumably a Spanish one, its 
activities were entirely beyond their jurisdiction (HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 36th Congress, 2d session 
IV, Number 7, page 434).

 December 20. A.M.– To T. Wheeler wood-lot.
Snows very fast, large flakes, a very lodging snow, quite moist; turns to rain in afternoon. If we leave the sleigh
for a moment, it whitens the seat, which must be turned over. We are soon thickly covered, and it lodges on the
twigs of the trees and bushes,–there being but little wind,–giving them a very white and soft, spiritual look.
Gives them a still, soft, and light look. When the flakes fall thus large and fast and are so moist and melting, we
think it will not last long, and this turned to rain in a few hours, after three or four inches had fallen.
To omit the first mere whitening,–
There was the snow of the 4th December.
11th was a lodging snow, it being mild and still, like to-day (only it was not so moist). Was succeeded next day
noon by a strong and cold northwest wind.
14th, a fine, dry, cold, driving and drifting storm.
20th (to-day’s), a very lodging, moist, and large-flaked snow, turning to rain. To be classed with the 11th in the
main. This wets the woodchopper about as much as rain.

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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 December 21, Wednesday:  Off the mouth of the Congo River, the USS Constellation took charge of the 
negrero brig Delicia, empty of its intended international human cargo but obviously up to no good. The USMC 
officer reported to headquarters as follows: “I have the honor to inform the Department that at 3 O’clock this 
morning, this ship captured a brig said to be the ‘Delicia,’ without colors or papers to show her nationality. She 
was completely fitted in all respects for the immediate embarcation [sic] of slaves.... The ‘Delicia’ is an 
extremely fast sailer [sic], and had she not been discovered and closely pursued, during 10 hours by the 
Flagship, would have immediately taken her cargo of slaves. Under the circumstances, Captain Nicholas 
submitted to me, the propriety of sending the brig ‘Delicia’ to the United States for adjudication, which I have 
directed to be done. I have the honor to forward the report of Captain Nicholas as to the details of the above 
capture, also a copy of the statement of the Pilot or Chief Mate, witnessed and verified. The 3rd Mate, Antonio 
Fernandez, will accompany the Chief Mate, above named, in the ‘Delicia’ to the United States, both to testify 
when summoned, before the Court.”

James Richardson (1817-1863) wrote to Charles Wesley Slack seeking confirmation of a speaking 
engagement.

Sam Houston was inaugurated as Governor of the great State of Texas, which had grown to possess a 
population of 600,000 (and that, mostly, was the white people!).

 December 21. A.M.– A fine winter day and rather mild. Ride to T. Wheeler’s lot. See a red squirrel
out in two places. Do they not come out chiefly in the forenoon? Also a large flock of snow buntings, fair and
pleasant as it is. Their whiteness, like the snow, is their most remarkable peculiarity.
The snow of yesterday having turned to rain in the afternoon, the snow is no longer (now that it is frozen) a
uniformly level white, as when it had just fallen, but on all declivities you see it, even from a great distance,
strongly marked with countless furrows or channels. These are about three inches deep, more or less parallel
where the rain ran down. On hillsides these reach from top to bottom and give them a peculiar combed
appearance. Hillsides around a hollow are thus very regularly marked by lines converging toward the centre at
the bottom. In level fields the snow is not thus furrowed, but dimpled with a myriad little hollows where the
water settled, and perhaps answering slightly to the inequalities of the ground. In level woods I do not see this
regular dimpling–the rain being probably conducted down the trunks–nor the furrows on hillsides; the rain has
been differently distributed by the trees.
This makes a different impression from the fresh and uniformly level white surface of recently fallen snow. It
is now, as it were, wrinkled with age. The incipient slosh of yesterday is now frozen, and makes good sleighing
and a foundation for more.
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According to the Congressional Globe for the 1st session of the 36th Congress, Republican Congressman 
Cadwallader C. Washburn of Wisconsin quite agreed with his Democrat colleague, that the Negro citizen 
whether slave or free was very much out of place whenever and wherever he is in contact with the white 
citizen:

“It is simply crazy that there should ever have come 
into being a world with such a sin in it, in which a man 
is set apart because of his color — the superficial fact 
about a human being. Who could want such a world? For 
an American fighting for his love of country, that the 
last hope of earth should from its beginning have 
swallowed slavery, is an irony so withering, a justice 
so intimate in its rebuke of pride, as to measure only 
with God.”

— Stanley Cavell, MUST WE MEAN WHAT WE SAY?
 1976, page 141

In accordance with this sentiment, that there ought in a well-ordered world be no contact whatever between 
white human beings and black human beings, the 9th plank of the Republican Party’s national platform vowed 
to bring US participation in the international slave trade finally to an end:

We brand the recent re-opening of the African slave trade,
under the cover of our national flag, aided by perversions
of judicial power, as a crime against humanity, and a burning
shame to our country and age, and we call upon congress to
take prompt and efficient measures for the total and final
suppression of that execrable traffic.During this year the negrero Erie, carrying 

897 slaves, was captured by a United States ship (SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 36th Congress, 2d session 
I, Number 1, pages 41-4).

The negrero William, carrying 550 slaves, and the negrero Wildfire, carrying 507 slaves, were captured along 
the coast of Cuba (SENATE JOURNAL, 36th Congress, 1st session pages 478-80, 492, 543, etc.; SENATE 
EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 36th Congress, 1st session XI, Number 44; HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 36th 
Congress, 1st session XII, Number 83; 36th Congress, 2d session V, Number 11; HOUSE REPORTS, 36th 
Congress, 1st session IV, Number 602).

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: A somewhat more sincere and determined
effort to enforce the slave-trade laws now followed; and yet it
is a significant fact that not until Lincoln’s administration
did a slave-trader suffer death for violating the laws of the
United States. The participation of Americans in the trade
continued, declining somewhat between 1825 and 1830, and then
reviving, until it reached its highest activity between 1840 and

1860

Because he is so out of place, we propose keeping him out of
the free Territories, and not allowing him, with his unpaid
labor, to come in contact with white men and white labor.

RACISM
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1860. The development of a vast internal slave-trade, and the
consequent rise in the South of vested interests strongly
opposed to slave smuggling, led to a falling off in the illicit
introduction of Negroes after 1825, until the fifties;
nevertheless, smuggling never entirely ceased, and large numbers
were thus added to the plantations of the Gulf States.
Monroe had various constitutional scruples as to the execution
of the Act of 1819;2947 but, as Congress took no action, he at
last put a fair interpretation on his powers, and appointed
Samuel Bacon as an agent in Africa to form a settlement for
recaptured Africans. Gradually the agency thus formed became
merged with that of the Colonization Society on Cape Mesurado;
and from this union Liberia was finally evolved.2948

Meantime, during the years 1818 to 1820, the activity of the
slave-traders was prodigious. General James Tallmadge declared
in the House, February 15, 1819: “Our laws are already highly
penal against their introduction, and yet, it is a well known
fact, that about fourteen thousand slaves have been brought into
our country this last year.”2949 In the same year Middleton of
South Carolina and Wright of Virginia estimated illicit
introduction at 13,000 and 15,000 respectively.2950 Judge Story,
in charging a jury, took occasion to say: “We have but too many
proofs from unquestionable sources, that it [the slave-trade]
is still carried on with all the implacable rapacity of former
times. Avarice has grown more subtle in its evasions, and
watches and seizes its prey with an appetite quickened rather
than suppressed by its guilty vigils. American citizens are
steeped to their very mouths (I can hardly use too bold a figure)
in this stream of iniquity.”2951 The following year, 1820,
brought some significant statements from various members of
Congress. Said Smith of South Carolina: “Pharaoh was, for his
temerity, drowned in the Red Sea, in pursuing them [the
Israelites] contrary to God’s express will; but our Northern
friends have not been afraid even of that, in their zeal to
furnish the Southern States with Africans. They are better
seamen than Pharaoh, and calculate by that means to elude the
vigilance of Heaven; which they seem to disregard, if they can
but elude the violated laws of their country.”2952 As late as May
he saw little hope of suppressing the traffic.2953 Sergeant of
Pennsylvania declared: “It is notorious that, in spite of the
utmost vigilance that can be employed, African negroes are
clandestinely brought in and sold as slaves.”2954 Plumer of New
Hampshire stated that “of the unhappy beings, thus in violation
of all laws transported to our shores, and thrown by force into

2947. Attorney-General Wirt advised him, October, 1819, that no part of the appropriation could be used to purchase land in Africa 
or tools for the Negroes, or as salary for the agent: OPINIONS OF ATTORNEYS-GENERAL, I. 314-7. Monroe laid the case before 
Congress in a special message Dec. 20, 1819 (HOUSE JOURNAL, 16th Congress 1st session, page 57); but no action was taken there.
2948. Cf. Kendall’s Report, August, 1830: SENATE DOCUMENT, 21st Congress 2d session, I. No. 1, pages 211-8; also see below, 
Chapter X.
2949. Speech in the House of Representatives, Feb. 15, 1819, page 18; published in Boston, 1849.
2950. Jay, INQUIRY INTO AMERICAN COLONIZATION (1838), page 59, note.
2951. Quoted in Friends’ FACTS AND OBSERVATIONS ON THE SLAVE TRADE (ed. 1841), pages 7-8.
2952. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 16th Congress 1st session, pages 270-1.
2953. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 16th Congress 1st session, page 698.
2954. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 16th Congress 1st session, page 1207.
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the mass of our black population, scarcely one in a hundred is
ever detected by the officers of the General Government, in a
part of the country, where, if we are to believe the statement
of Governor Rabun, ‘an officer who would perform his duty, by
attempting to enforce the law [against the slave trade] is, by
many, considered as an officious meddler, and treated with
derision and contempt;’ ... I have been told by a gentleman, who
has attended particularly to this subject, that ten thousand
slaves were in one year smuggled into the United States; and
that, even for the last year, we must count the number not by
hundreds, but by thousands.”2955 In 1821 a committee of Congress
characterized prevailing methods as those “of the grossest fraud
that could be practised to deceive the officers of
government.”2956 Another committee, in 1822, after a careful
examination of the subject, declare that they “find it
impossible to measure with precision the effect produced upon
the American branch of the slave trade by the laws above
mentioned, and the seizures under them. They are unable to
state, whether those American merchants, the American capital
and seamen which heretofore aided in this traffic, have
abandoned it altogether, or have sought shelter under the flags
of other nations.” They then state the suspicious circumstance
that, with the disappearance of the American flag from the
traffic, “the trade, notwithstanding, increases annually, under
the flags of other nations.” They complain of the spasmodic
efforts of the executive. They say that the first United States
cruiser arrived on the African coast in March, 1820, and
remained a “few weeks;” that since then four others had in two
years made five visits in all; but “since the middle of last
November, the commencement of the healthy season on that coast,
no vessel has been, nor, as your committee is informed, is, under
orders for that service.”2957 The United States African agent,
Ayres, reported in 1823: “I was informed by an American officer
who had been on the coast in 1820, that he had boarded 20
American vessels in one morning, lying in the port of Gallinas,
and fitted for the reception of slaves. It is a lamentable fact,
that most of the harbours, between the Senegal and the line,
were visited by an equal number of American vessels, and for the
sole purpose of carrying away slaves. Although for some years
the coast had been occasionally visited by our cruizers, their
short stay and seldom appearance had made but slight impression
on those traders, rendered hardy by repetition of crime, and
avaricious by excessive gain. They were enabled by a regular
system to gain intelligence of any cruizer being on the
coast.”2958

2955. ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 16th Congress 1st session, page 1433.
2956. Referring particularly to the case of the slaver “Plattsburg.” Cf. HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress 1st session, II. No. 92, page 
10.
2957. HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress 1st session, II. No. 92, page 2. The President had in his message spoken in exhilarating tones 
of the success of the government in suppressing the trade. The House Committee appointed in pursuance of this passage made the 
above report. Their conclusions are confirmed by British reports: PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1822, Vol. XXII., SLAVE TRADE, 
Further Papers, III. page 44. So, too, in 1823, Ashmun, the African agent, reports that thousands of slaves are being abducted.
2958. Ayres to the Secretary of the Navy, Feb. 24, 1823; reprinted in FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE (1824), page 
31.
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Even such spasmodic efforts bore abundant fruit, and indicated
what vigorous measures might have accomplished. Between May,
1818, and November, 1821, nearly six hundred Africans were
recaptured and eleven American slavers taken.2959 Such measures
gradually changed the character of the trade, and opened the
international phase of the question. American slavers cleared
for foreign ports, there took a foreign flag and papers, and
then sailed boldly past American cruisers, although their real
character was often well known. More stringent clearance laws
and consular instructions might have greatly reduced this
practice; but nothing was ever done, and gradually the laws
became in large measure powerless to deal with the bulk of the
illicit trade. In 1820, September 16, a British officer, in his
official report, declares that, in spite of United States laws,
“American vessels, American subjects, and American capital, are
unquestionably engaged in the trade, though under other colours
and in disguise.”2960 The United States ship “Cyane” at one time
reported ten captures within a few days, adding: “Although they
are evidently owned by Americans, they are so completely covered
by Spanish papers that it is impossible to condemn them.”2961 The
governor of Sierra Leone reported the rivers Nunez and Pongas
full of renegade European and American slave-traders;2962 the
trade was said to be carried on “to an extent that almost
staggers belief.”2963 Down to 1824 or 1825, reports from all
quarters prove this activity in slave-trading.
The execution of the laws within the country exhibits grave
defects and even criminal negligence. Attorney-General Wirt
finds it necessary to assure collectors, in 1819, that “it is
against public policy to dispense with prosecutions for
violation of the law to prohibit the Slave trade.”2964 One
district attorney writes: “It appears to be almost impossible
to enforce the laws of the United States against offenders after
the negroes have been landed in the state.”2965 Again, it is
asserted that “when vessels engaged in the slave trade have been
detained by the American cruizers, and sent into the slave-
holding states, there appears at once a difficulty in securing
the freedom to these captives which the laws of the United States
have decreed for them.”2966 In some cases, one man would smuggle
in the Africans and hide them in the woods; then his partner
would “rob” him, and so all trace be lost.2967 Perhaps 350

2959. HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress 1st session, II. No. 92, pages 5-6. The slavers were the “Ramirez,” “Endymion,” 
“Esperanza,” “Plattsburg,” “Science,” “Alexander,” “Eugene,” “Mathilde,” “Daphne,” “Eliza,” and “La Pensée.” In these 573 
Africans were taken. The naval officers were greatly handicapped by the size of the ships, etc. (cf. FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN 
SLAVE-TRADE (1824), pages 33-41). They nevertheless acted with great zeal.
2960. PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1821, Vol. XXIII., SLAVE TRADE, Further Papers, A, page 76. The names and description of a 
dozen or more American slavers are given: PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1821, Vol. XXIII., SLAVE TRADE, Further Papers, A, pages 
18-21.
2961. HOUSE REPORTS, 17th Congress 1st session, II. No. 92, pages 15-20.
2962. HOUSE DOCUMENT, 18th Congress 1st session, VI. No. 119, page 13.
2963. PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1823, Vol. XVIII., SLAVE TRADE, Further Papers, A, pages 10-11.
2964. OPINIONS OF ATTORNEYS-GENERAL, V. 717.
2965. R.W. Habersham to the Secretary of the Navy, August, 1821; reprinted in FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE 
(1824), page 47.
2966. FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE (1824), page 42.
2967. FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE (1824), page 43.
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Africans were officially reported as brought in contrary to law
from 1818 to 1820: the absurdity of this figure is apparent.2968

A circular letter to the marshals, in 1821, brought reports of
only a few well-known cases, like that of the “General Ramirez;”
the marshal of Louisiana had “no information.”2969

There appears to be little positive evidence of a large illicit
importation into the country for a decade after 1825. It is
hardly possible, however, considering the activity in the trade,
that slaves were not largely imported. Indeed, when we note how
the laws were continually broken in other respects, absence of
evidence of petty smuggling becomes presumptive evidence that
collusive or tacit understanding of officers and citizens
allowed the trade to some extent.2970 Finally, it must be noted
that during all this time scarcely a man suffered for
participating in the trade, beyond the loss of the Africans and,
more rarely, of his ship. Red-handed slavers, caught in the act
and convicted, were too often, like La Coste of South Carolina,
the subjects of executive clemency.2971 In certain cases there
were those who even had the effrontery to ask Congress to cancel
their own laws. For instance, in 1819 a Venezuelan privateer,
secretly fitted out and manned by Americans in Baltimore,
succeeded in capturing several American, Portuguese, and Spanish
slavers, and appropriating the slaves; being finally wrecked
herself, she transferred her crew and slaves to one of her
prizes, the “Antelope,” which was eventually captured by a
United States cruiser and the 280 Africans sent to Georgia.
After much litigation, the United States Supreme Court ordered
those captured from Spaniards to be surrendered, and the others
to be returned to Africa. By some mysterious process, only 139
Africans now remained, 100 of whom were sent to Africa. The
Spanish claimants of the remaining thirty-nine sold them to a
certain Mr. Wilde, who gave bond to transport them out of the
country. Finally, in December, 1827, there came an innocent
petition to Congress to cancel this bond.2972 A bill to that effect
passed and was approved, May 2, 1828,2973 and in consequence
these Africans remained as slaves in Georgia.
On the whole, it is plain that, although in the period from 1807
to 1820 Congress laid down broad lines of legislation
sufficient, save in some details, to suppress the African slave
trade to America, yet the execution of these laws was criminally
lax. Moreover, by the facility with which slavers could disguise
their identity, it was possible for them to escape even a
vigorous enforcement of our laws. This situation could properly
be met only by energetic and sincere international co-
operation....2974

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: The long and open agitation for the
reopening of the slave-trade, together with the fact that the
South had been more or less familiar with violations of the laws

2968. Cf. above, pages 126-7.
2969. FRIENDS’ VIEW OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE (1824), page 42.
2970. A few accounts of captures here and there would make the matter less suspicious; these, however, do not occur. How large 
this suspected illicit traffic was, it is of course impossible to say; there is no reason why it may not have reached many hundreds per 
year.
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since 1808, led to such a remarkable increase of illicit traffic
and actual importations in the decade 1850-1860, that the
movement may almost be termed a reopening of the slave-trade.
In the foreign slave-trade our own officers continue to report
“how shamefully our flag has been used;”2975 and British officers
write “that at least one half of the successful part of the slave
trade is carried on under the American flag,” and this because
“the number of American cruisers on the station is so small, in
proportion to the immense extent of the slave-dealing coast.”2976

The fitting out of slavers became a flourishing business in the
United States, and centred at New York City. “Few of our
readers,” writes a periodical of the day, “are aware of the
extent to which this infernal traffic is carried on, by vessels
clearing from New York, and in close alliance with our
legitimate trade; and that down-town merchants of wealth and
respectability are extensively engaged in buying and selling
African Negroes, and have been, with comparatively little
interruption, for an indefinite number of years.”2977 Another
periodical says: “The number of persons engaged in the slave-
trade, and the amount of capital embarked in it, exceed our
powers of calculation. The city of New York has been until of
late [1862] the principal port of the world for this infamous
commerce; although the cities of Portland and Boston are only
second to her in that distinction. Slave dealers added largely
to the wealth of our commercial metropolis; they contributed
liberally to the treasuries of political organizations, and
their bank accounts were largely depleted to carry elections in
New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and Connecticut.”2978 During eighteen

2971. Cf. editorial in Niles’s Register, XXII. 114. Cf. also the following instances of pardons: — 
PRESIDENT JEFFERSON: March 1, 1808, Phillip M. Topham, convicted for “carrying on an illegal slave-trade” (pardoned twice). 
PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, I. 146, 148-9.
PRESIDENT MADISON: July 29, 1809, fifteen vessels arrived at New Orleans from Cuba, with 666 white persons and 683 
negroes. Every penalty incurred under the Act of 1807 was remitted. (Note: “Several other pardons of this nature were granted.”) 
PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, I. 179.
Nov. 8, 1809, John Hopkins and Lewis Le Roy, convicted for importing a slave. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, I. 184-5.
Feb. 12, 1810, William Sewall, convicted for importing slaves. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, I. 194, 235, 240.
May 5, 1812, William Babbit, convicted for importing slaves. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, I. 248.
PRESIDENT MONROE: June 11, 1822, Thomas Shields, convicted for bringing slaves into New Orleans. PARDONS AND 
REMISSIONS, IV. 15.
Aug. 24, 1822, J.F. Smith, sentenced to five years’ imprisonment and $3000 fine; served twenty-five months and was then pardoned. 
PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 22.
July 23, 1823, certain parties liable to penalties for introducing slaves into Alabama. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 63.
Aug. 15, 1823, owners of schooner “Mary,” convicted of importing slaves. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 66.
PRESIDENT J.Q. ADAMS: March 4, 1826, Robert Perry; his ship was forfeited for slave-trading. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 
140.
Jan. 17, 1827, Jesse Perry; forfeited ship, and was convicted for introducing slaves. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 158.
Feb. 13, 1827, Zenas Winston; incurred penalties for slave-trading. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 161. The four following cases 
are similar to that of Winston: — 
Feb. 24, 1827, John Tucker and William Morbon. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 162.
March 25, 1828, Joseph Badger. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 192.
Feb. 19, 1829, L.R. Wallace. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 215.
PRESIDENT JACKSON: Five cases. PARDONS AND REMISSIONS, IV. 225, 270, 301, 393, 440.
The above cases were taken from manuscript copies of the Washington records, made by Mr. W.C. Endicott, Jr., and kindly loaned 
me.
2972. See SENATE JOURNAL, 20th Congress 1st session, pages 60, 66, 340, 341, 343, 348, 352, 355; HOUSE JOURNAL, 20th Congress 
1st session, pages 59, 76, 123, 134, 156, 169, 173, 279, 634, 641, 646, 647, 688, 692.
2973. STATUTES AT LARGE, VI. 376.
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months of the years 1859-1860 eighty-five slavers are reported
to have been fitted out in New York harbor,2979 and these alone
transported from 30,000 to 60,000 slaves annually.2980 The United
States deputy marshal of that district declared in 1856 that the
business of fitting out slavers “was never prosecuted with
greater energy than at present. The occasional interposition of
the legal authorities exercises no apparent influence for its
suppression. It is seldom that one or more vessels cannot be
designated at the wharves, respecting which there is evidence
that she is either in or has been concerned in the Traffic.”2981

On the coast of Africa “it is a well-known fact that most of the
Slave ships which visit the river are sent from New York and New
Orleans.”2982

The absence of United States war-ships at the Brazilian station
enabled American smugglers to run in cargoes, in spite of the
prohibitory law. One cargo of five hundred slaves was landed in
1852, and the Correio Mercantil regrets “that it was the flag
of the United States which covered this act of piracy, sustained
by citizens of that great nation.”2983 When the Brazil trade
declined, the illicit Cuban trade greatly increased, and the
British consul reported: “Almost all the slave expeditions for
some time past have been fitted out in the United States, chiefly
at New York.”2984

2974. Among interesting minor proceedings in this period were two Senate bills to register slaves so as to prevent illegal 
importation. They were both dropped in the House; a House proposition to the same effect also came to nothing: SENATE JOURNAL, 
15th Congress 1st session, pages 147, 152, 157, 165, 170, 188, 201, 203, 232, 237; 15th Congress 2d session, pages 63, 74, 77, 202, 
207, 285, 291, 297; HOUSE JOURNAL, 15th Congress 1st session, page 332; 15th Congress 2d session, pages 303, 305, 316; 16th 
Congress 1st session, page 150. Another proposition was contained in the Meigs resolution presented to the House, Feb. 5, 1820, 
which proposed to devote the public lands to the suppression of the slave-trade. This was ruled out of order. It was presented again 
and laid on the table in 1821: HOUSE JOURNAL, 16th Congress 1st session, pages 196, 200, 227; 16th Congress 2d session, page 238.
2975. Gregory to the Secretary of the Navy, June 8, 1850: SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 31 Congress, 1st session, XIV. No. 66, 
page 2. Cf. SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 31 Congress, 2d session, II. No. 6.
2976. Cumming to Commodore Fanshawe, Feb. 22, 1850: SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 31 Congress, 1st session, XIV. No. 66, 
page 8.
2977. New York Journal of Commerce, 1857; quoted in 24TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, page 56.
2978. “The Slave-Trade in New York,” in the Continental Monthly, January, 1862, page 87.
2979. New York Evening Post; quoted in Lalor, CYCLOPÆDIA, III. 733.
2980. Lalor, CYCLOPÆDIA, III. 733; quoted from a New York paper.
2981. FRIENDS’ APPEAL ON BEHALF OF THE COLOURED RACES (1858), Appendix, page 41; quoted from the Journal of Commerce.
2982. 26TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, pages 53-4; quoted from the African correspondent of the Boston 
Journal. From April, 1857, to May, 1858, twenty-one of twenty-two slavers which were seized by British cruisers proved to be 
American, from New York, Boston, and New Orleans. Cf. 25TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, page 122. De 
Bow estimated in 1856 that forty slavers cleared annually from Eastern harbors, clearing yearly $17,000,000: De Bow’s Review, 
XXII. 430-1.
2983. SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 33d Congress, 1st session, VIII. No. 47, page 13.
2984. HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 34th Congress, 1st session, XII. No. 105, page 38.
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We know from Stanley Lebergott’s MANPOWER IN ECONOMIC GROWTH (NY: McGraw-Hill, 1964) what 
monthly farm wages typically amounted to in Massachusetts during this period, over and above of course one’s 
room and board:

Incidentally, although such wages were ordinarily significantly higher in Massachusetts than elsewhere, 
during this period the wage was higher in Rhode Island.

Martin Johnson Heade was still maintaining his studios in New-York City, at the Tenth Street Studio Building. 
His “Sunset on the Meadows” and “Approaching Thunder Storm” were on exhibit at the National Academy 
of Design in New-York. During this year he would visit Burlington, Vermont and the Thousand Islands of the 
St. Lawrence River, and then reside at 25 Waterman Street in Providence, Rhode Island. It was during this year, 
or possibly the next, that he prepared his intriguing oil on canvas, “Two Owls at Sunset,” with its exceedingly 
Thoreauvian perspective of the two tiny owls silhouetted against the sky above the barren dark landscape: 
“Nature ... invites us to lay our eye level with the smallest leaf, and take an insect view of its plain.”2985

Within the Providence city limits were the Providence Steam Mill that had been established by Samuel Slater 
and others in 1827, the Oriental Mills at the corner of Admiral and Whipple Streets, the Elmwood Cotton Mills 
on Mawney Street, the factories of B.B. & R. Knight at Carpenter Street and Broad Street, and the factories of 
the Fletcher Manufacturing Company on Charles Street. In addition, 77 cotton-mills located outside the city 
had their business offices there.

Witnessing a torchlit parade in the political canvass of this year, Thomas Allen Jenckes remarked that it would 
“not take much to turn those men into soldiers.”

By this point the rising price of cotton had utterly revolutionized the American South. In cotton gins, the seeds 
from the cotton bolls were being simply discarded as garbage. They were a useless bother. But the cotton fiber 
itself had become King — and this King was demanding field slaves.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: The history of slavery and the slave-
trade after 1820 must be read in the light of the industrial
revolution through which the civilized world passed in the first
half of the nineteenth century. Between the years 1775 and 1825
occurred economic events and changes of the highest importance
and widest influence. Though all branches of industry felt the
impulse of this new industrial life, yet, “if we consider single
industries, cotton manufacture has, during the nineteenth
century, made the most magnificent and gigantic advances.”2986

1818 $13.50

1826 $13.50

1830 $12.00

1850 $13.55

1860 $15.34

2985. It has been suggested that this painting might be the perfect illustration to accompany Walden’s “I rejoice that there are owls. 
Let them do the idiotic and maniacal hooting for men. It is a sound admirably suited to swamps and twilight woods which no day 
illustrates, suggesting a vast and undeveloped nature which men have not recognized. They represent the stark twilight and 
unsatisfied thoughts which all have.”

US CIVIL WAR

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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This fact is easily explained by the remarkable series of
inventions that revolutionized this industry between 1738 and
1830, including Arkwright’s, Watt’s, Compton’s, and
Cartwright’s epoch-making contrivances.2987 The effect which
these inventions had on the manufacture of cotton goods is best
illustrated by the fact that in England, the chief cotton market
of the world, the consumption of raw cotton rose steadily from
13,000 bales in 1781, to 572,000 in 1820, to 871,000 in 1830,
and to 3,366,000 in 1860.2988 Very early, therefore, came the
query whence the supply of raw cotton was to come. Tentative
experiments on the rich, broad fields of the Southern United
States, together with the indispensable invention of Whitney’s
cotton-gin, soon answered this question: a new economic future
was opened up to this land, and immediately the whole South began
to extend its cotton culture, and more and more to throw its
whole energy into this one staple.
Here it was that the fatal mistake of compromising with slavery
in the beginning, and of the policy of laissez-faire pursued
thereafter, became painfully manifest; for, instead now of a
healthy, normal, economic development along proper industrial
lines, we have the abnormal and fatal rise of a slave-labor large
farming system, which, before it was realized, had so
intertwined itself with and braced itself upon the economic
forces of an industrial age, that a vast and terrible civil war
was necessary to displace it. The tendencies to a patriarchal
serfdom, recognizable in the age of Washington and Jefferson,
began slowly but surely to disappear; and in the second quarter
of the century Southern slavery was irresistibly changing from
a family institution to an industrial system.
The development of Southern slavery has heretofore been viewed
so exclusively from the ethical and social standpoint that we
are apt to forget its close and indissoluble connection with the
world’s cotton market. Beginning with 1820, a little after the
close of the Napoleonic wars, when the industry of cotton
manufacture had begun its modern development and the South had
definitely assumed her position as chief producer of raw cotton,
we find the average price of cotton per pound, 8½d. From this
time until 1845 the price steadily fell, until in the latter
year it reached 4d.; the only exception to this fall was in the

2986. Beer, Geschichte des Welthandels im 19TEN Jahrhundert, II. 67.
2987. A list of these inventions most graphically illustrates this advance: — 
1738, John Jay, fly-shuttle. John Wyatt, spinning by rollers.
1748, Lewis Paul, carding-machine.
1760, Robert Kay, drop-box.
1769, Richard Arkwright, water-frame and throstle. James Watt, steam-engine.
1772, James Lees, improvements on carding-machine.
1775, Richard Arkwright, series of combinations.
1779, Samuel Compton, mule.
1785, Edmund Cartwright, power-loom.
1803-4, Radcliffe and Johnson, dressing-machine.
1817, Roberts, fly-frame.
1818, William Eaton, self-acting frame.
1825-30, Roberts, improvements on mule.
Cf. Baines,  HISTORY OF THE COTTON MANUFACTURE, pages 116-231; Encyclopædia Britannica, 9th ed., article “Cotton.”
2988. Baines,  HISTORY OF THE COTTON MANUFACTURE, page 215. A bale weighed from 375 lbs. to 400 lbs.
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years 1832-1839, when, among other things, a strong increase in
the English demand, together with an attempt of the young slave
power to “corner” the market, sent the price up as high as 11d.
The demand for cotton goods soon outran a crop which McCullough
had pronounced “prodigious,” and after 1845 the price started
on a steady rise, which, except for the checks suffered during
the continental revolutions and the Crimean War, continued until
1860.2989 The steady increase in the production of cotton
explains the fall in price down to 1845. In 1822 the crop was a
half-million bales; in 1831, a million; in 1838, a million and
a half; and in 1840-1843, two million. By this time the world’s
consumption of cotton goods began to increase so rapidly that,
in spite of the increase in Southern crops, the price kept
rising. Three million bales were gathered in 1852, three and a
half million in 1856, and the remarkable crop of five million
bales in 1860.2990

Here we have data to explain largely the economic development
of the South. By 1822 the large-plantation slave system had
gained footing; in 1838-1839 it was able to show its power in
the cotton “corner;” by the end of the next decade it had not
only gained a solid economic foundation, but it had built a
closed oligarchy with a political policy. The changes in price
during the next few years drove out of competition many
survivors of the small-farming free-labor system, and put the
slave régime in position to dictate the policy of the nation. The
zenith of the system and the first inevitable signs of decay
came in the years 1850-1860, when the rising price of cotton
threw the whole economic energy of the South into its
cultivation, leading to a terrible consumption of soil and
slaves, to a great increase in the size of plantations, and to
increasing power and effrontery on the part of the slave barons.
Finally, when a rising moral crusade conjoined with threatened
economic disaster, the oligarchy, encouraged by the state of the
cotton market, risked all on a political coup-d’état, which failed
in the war of 1861-1865.2991

 January 25, Wednesday: Richard Wagner conducted the 1st of a series of 3 concerts of his music in 
Paris. Attending on this evening at the Théâtre-Italien were Daniel-François-Esprit Auber, Giacomo 
Meyerbeer, Hector Berlioz, Valentin Alkan, and Charles Gounod. The audience was enthusiastic but the 
press merciless. Heard on this night for the first time was the Prelude to Tristan und Isolde with its 
concert ending as composed by Wagner. Alkan left at the intermission and would deliver the opinion with 
which I find myself in agreement, “Wagner was not music; it’s a sickness.”

Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: “Memorial of the American 
Missionary Association, praying the rigorous enforcement of the laws for the suppression of the African slave-
trade, etc.” –SENATE MISCELLANEOUS DOCUMENT, 36 Cong. 1 sess. No. 8.

2989. The prices cited are from Newmarch and Tooke, and refer to the London market. The average price in 1855-60 was about 7d.
2990. From United States census reports.
2991. Cf. United States census reports; and Olmsted, THE COTTON KINGDOM.
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W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: The attitude of the South toward the
slave-trade changed pari passu with this development of the cotton
trade. From 1808 to 1820 the South half wished to get rid of a
troublesome and abnormal institution, and yet saw no way to do
so. The fear of insurrection and of the further spread of the
disagreeable system led her to consent to the partial
prohibition of the trade by severe national enactments.
Nevertheless, she had in the matter no settled policy: she
refused to support vigorously the execution of the laws she had
helped to make, and at the same time she acknowledged the
theoretical necessity of these laws. After 1820, however, there
came a gradual change. The South found herself supplied with a
body of slave laborers, whose number had been augmented by large
illicit importations, with an abundance of rich land, and with
all other natural facilities for raising a crop which was in
large demand and peculiarly adapted to slave labor. The
increasing crop caused a new demand for slaves, and an
interstate slave-traffic arose between the Border and the Gulf
States, which turned the former into slave-breeding districts,
and bound them to the slave States by ties of strong economic
interest.
As the cotton crop continued to increase, this source of supply
became inadequate, especially as the theory of land and slave
consumption broke down former ethical and prudential bounds. It
was, for example, found cheaper to work a slave to death in a
few years, and buy a new one, than to care for him in sickness
and old age; so, too, it was easier to despoil rich, new land
in a few years of intensive culture, and move on to the
Southwest, than to fertilize and conserve the soil.2992

Consequently, there early came a demand for land and slaves
greater than the country could supply. The demand for land
showed itself in the annexation of Texas, the conquest of
Mexico, and the movement toward the acquisition of Cuba. The
demand for slaves was manifested in the illicit traffic that
noticeably increased about 1835, and reached large proportions
by 1860. It was also seen in a disposition to attack the
government for stigmatizing the trade as criminal,2993 then in a
disinclination to take any measures which would have rendered
our repressive laws effective; and finally in such articulate
declarations by prominent men as this: “Experience having
settled the point, that this Trade cannot be abolished by the use of force,
and that blockading squadrons serve only to make it more
profitable and more cruel, I am surprised that the attempt is
persisted in, unless as it serves as a cloak to some other
purposes. It would be far better than it now is, for the African,
if the trade was free from all restrictions, and left to the
mitigation and decay which time and competition would surely
bring about.”2994

2992. Cf. United States census reports; and Olmsted, THE COTTON KINGDOM.
2993. As early as 1836 Calhoun declared that he should ever regret that the term “piracy” had been applied to the slave-trade in our 
laws: Benton, ABRIDGMENT OF DEBATES, XII. 718.
2994. Governor J.H. Hammond of South Carolina, in LETTERS TO CLARKSON, No. 1, page 2.
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Jan. 25. In keeping a journal of one’s walks and thoughts it seems to be worth the while to record those
phenomena which are most interesting to us at the time. Such is the weather. It makes a material difference
whether it is foul or fair, affecting surely our mood and thoughts. Then there are various degrees and kinds of
foulness and fairness. It may be cloudless, or there may be sailing clouds which threaten no storm, or it may be
partially overcast. On the other hand it may rain, or snow, or hail, with various degrees of intensity. It may be a
transient thunder-storm, or a shower, or a flurry of snow, or it may be a prolonged storm of rain or snow. Or the
sky may be overcast or rain-threatening. So with regard to temperature. It may be warm or cold. Above 40° is
warm for winter. One day, at 38 even, I walk dry and it is good sleighing; the next day it may have risen to 48,
and the snow is rapidly changed to slosh. It may be calm or windy. The finest winter day is a cold but clear and
glittering one. There is a remarkable life in the air then, and birds and other creatures appear to feel it, to be
excited and invigorated by it. Also warm and melting days in winter are inspiring, though less characteristic.
 I will call the weather fair, if it does not threaten rain or snow or hail; foul, if it rains or snows or hails, or is so
overcast that we expect one or the other from hour to hour. To-day it is fair, though the sky is slightly overcast,
but there are sailing clouds in the southwest.
 The river is considerably broken up by the recent thaw and rain, but the Assabet much the most, probably
because it is swifter and, owing to mills, more fluctuating.
 When the river begins to break up, it becomes clouded like a mackerel sky, but in this case the blue portions
are where the current, clearing away the ice beneath, begins to show dark. The current of the water, striking the
ice, breaks it up at last into portions of the same form with those which the wind gives to vapor. First, all those
open places which I measured lately much enlarge themselves each way.
 Saw A. Hosmer approaching in his pung. He calculated so that we should meet just when he reached the bare
planking of the causeway bridge, so that his horse might as it were stop of his own accord and no other excuse
would be needed for a talk. He says that he has seen that little bird (evidently the shrike) with mice in its claws.
Wonders what has got all the rabbits this winter. Last winter there were hundreds near his house; this winter he
sees none.

 March 20, Tuesday: Construction began on the Elwood & Marysville Railroad, which would be the 1st 
crossing Kansas terrain.

Senator Wilson proposed that engaging in the international slave trade should be punishable by life 
imprisonment rather than a capital crime of piracy only to be punished by execution (for which in fact not one 
person had ever been so punished in the entire history of the suppression of American participation in the trade 
to this date), and proposed also that everyone involved in such slaving expeditions, rather than only the 
principals, should be subject to that punishment — to which the US Senate unanimously consented: 

“Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed to
inquire into the expediency of so amending the laws of the United
States in relation to the suppression of the African slave trade
as to provide a penalty of imprisonment for life for a
participation in such trade, instead of the penalty of
forfeiture of life, as now provided; and also an amendment of
such laws as will include in the punishment for said offense all
persons who fit out or are in any way connected with or
interested in fitting out expeditions or vessels for the purpose
of engaging in such slave trade.” SENATE JOURNAL, 36th Congress,
1st session, page 274.
“Mr. Wilson asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to
bring in a joint resolution (Senate, No. 20) to secure the right
of search on the coast of Africa, for the more effectual
suppression of the African slave trade.” Read twice, and
referred to Committee on Foreign Relations. SENATE JOURNAL, 36th
Congress, 1st session, page 274.
“Mr. Wilson asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to
bring in a bill (Senate, No. 296) for the construction of five
steam screw sloops-of-war, for service on the African coast.”
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Read twice, and referred to Committee on Naval Affairs; May 23,
reported with an amendment. SENATE JOURNAL, 36th Congress, 1st
session, pages 274, 494-5.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: The enhanced price of slaves throughout
the American slave market, brought about by the new industrial
development and the laws against the slave-trade, was the
irresistible temptation that drew American capital and
enterprise into that traffic. In the United States, in spite of
the large interstate traffic, the average price of slaves rose
from about $325 in 1840, to $360 in 1850, and to $500 in 1860.2995

Brazil and Cuba offered similar inducements to smugglers, and
the American flag was ready to protect such pirates. As a result,
the American slave-trade finally came to be carried on
principally by United States capital, in United States ships,
officered by United States citizens, and under the United States
flag.
Executive reports repeatedly acknowledged this fact. In 1839 “a
careful revision of these laws” is recommended by the President,
in order that “the integrity and honor of our flag may be
carefully preserved.”2996 In June, 1841, the President declares:
“There is reason to believe that the traffic is on the increase,”
and advocates “vigorous efforts.”2997 His message in December of
the same year acknowledges: “That the American flag is grossly
abused by the abandoned and profligate of other nations is but
too probable.”2998 The special message of 1845 explains at length
that “it would seem” that a regular policy of evading the laws
is carried on: American vessels with the knowledge of the owners
are chartered by notorious slave dealers in Brazil, aided by
English capitalists, with this intent.2999 The message of 1849
“earnestly” invites the attention of Congress “to an amendment
of our existing laws relating to the African slave-trade, with
a view to the effectual suppression of that barbarous traffic.
It is not to be denied,” continues the message, “that this trade
is still, in part, carried on by means of vessels built in the
United States, and owned or navigated by some of our
citizens.”3000 Governor Buchanan of Liberia reported in 1839:
“The chief obstacle to the success of the very active measures
pursued by the British government for the suppression of the
slave-trade on the coast, is the American flag. Never was the proud
banner of freedom so extensively used by those pirates upon
liberty and humanity, as at this season.”3001 One well-known
American slaver was boarded fifteen times and twice taken into
port, but always escaped by means of her papers.3002 Even

2995. Cf. United States census reports; and Olmsted, COTTON KINGDOM.
2996. HOUSE JOURNAL, 26th Congress, 1st session, page 118.
2997. HOUSE JOURNAL, 27th Congress, 1st session, pages 31, 184.
2998. HOUSE JOURNAL, 27th Congress, 2d session, pages 14, 15, 86, 113.
2999. SENATE JOURNAL, 28th Congress, 2d session, pages 191, 227.
3000. HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENTS, 31st Congress, 1st session, III. pt. I. No. 5, page 7.
3001. Foote, AFRICA AND THE AMERICAN FLAG, page 152.
3002. Foote, AFRICA AND THE AMERICAN FLAG, pages 152-3.

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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American officers report that the English are doing all they
can, but that the American flag protects the trade.3003 The
evidence which literally poured in from our consuls and
ministers at Brazil adds to the story of the guilt of the United
States.3004 It was proven that the participation of United States
citizens in the trade was large and systematic. One of the most
notorious slave merchants of Brazil said: “I am worried by the
Americans, who insist upon my hiring their vessels for slave-
trade.”3005 Minister Proffit stated, in 1844, that the “slave-
trade is almost entirely carried on under our flag, in American-
built vessels.”3006 So, too, in Cuba: the British commissioners
affirm that American citizens were openly engaged in the
traffic; vessels arrived undisguised at Havana from the United
States, and cleared for Africa as slavers after an alleged
sale.3007 The American consul, Trist, was proven to have
consciously or unconsciously aided this trade by the issuance
of blank clearance papers.3008

The presence of American capital in these enterprises, and the
connivance of the authorities, were proven in many cases and
known in scores. In 1837 the English government informed the
United States that from the papers of a captured slaver it
appeared that the notorious slave-trading firm, Blanco and
Carballo of Havana, who owned the vessel, had correspondents in
the United States: “at Baltimore, Messrs. Peter Harmony and Co.,
in New York, Robert Barry, Esq.”3009 The slaver “Martha” of New
York, captured by the “Perry,” contained among her papers
curious revelations of the guilt of persons in America who were
little suspected.3010 The slaver “Prova,” which was allowed to
lie in the harbor of Charleston, South Carolina, and refit, was
afterwards captured with two hundred and twenty-five slaves on
board.3011 The real reason that prevented many belligerent
Congressmen from pressing certain search claims against England
lay in the fact that the unjustifiable detentions had
unfortunately revealed so much American guilt that it was deemed
wiser to let the matter end in talk. For instance, in 1850
Congress demanded information as to illegal searches, and
President Fillmore’s report showed the uncomfortable fact that,
of the ten American ships wrongly detained by English men-of-
war, nine were proven red-handed slavers.3012

3003. Foote, AFRICA AND THE AMERICAN FLAG, page 241.
3004. Cf. e.g. HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 28th Congress, 2d session, IV. pt. I. No. 148; 29th Congress, 1st session, III. No. 43; HOUSE 
EXECUTIVE DOCUMENTS, 30th Congress, 2d session, VII. No. 61; SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENTS, 30th Congress, 1st session, IV. 
No. 28; 31st Congress, 2d session, II. No. 6; 33d Congress, 1st session, VIII. No. 47.
3005. Foote, AFRICA AND THE AMERICAN FLAG, page 218.
3006. Foote, AFRICA AND THE AMERICAN FLAG, page 221.
3007. Palmerston to Stevenson: HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 26th Congress, 2d session, V. No. 115, page 5. In 1836 five such slavers were 
known to have cleared; in 1837, eleven; in 1838, nineteen; and in 1839, twenty-three: HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 26th Congress, 2d 
session, V. No. 115, pages 220-1.
3008. PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1839, Volume XLIX., SLAVE TRADE, class A, Further Series, pages 58-9; class B, Further Series, 
page 110; class D, Further Series, page 25. Trist pleaded ignorance of the law: Trist to Forsyth, HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 26th Congress, 
2d session, V. No. 115.
3009. HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 26th Congress, 2d session, V. No. 115.
3010. Foote, AFRICA AND THE AMERICAN FLAG, page 290.
3011. HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 26th Congress, 2d session, V. No. 115, pages 121, 163-6.
3012. SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENTS, 31st Congress, 1st session, XIV No. 66.
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The consul at Havana reported, in 1836, that whole cargoes of
slaves fresh from Africa were being daily shipped to Texas in
American vessels, that 1,000 had been sent within a few months,
that the rate was increasing, and that many of these slaves “can
scarcely fail to find their way into the United States.”
Moreover, the consul acknowledged that ships frequently cleared
for the United States in ballast, taking on a cargo at some
secret point.3013 When with these facts we consider the law
facilitating “recovery” of slaves from Texas,3014 the repeated
refusals to regulate the Texan trade, and the shelving of a
proposed congressional investigation into these matters,3015

conjecture becomes a practical certainty. It was estimated in
1838 that 15,000 Africans were annually taken to Texas, and
“there are even grounds for suspicion that there are other
places ... where slaves are introduced.”3016 Between 1847 and
1853 the slave smuggler Drake had a slave depot in the Gulf,
where sometimes as many as 1,600 Negroes were on hand, and the
owners were continually importing and shipping. “The joint-stock
company,” writes this smuggler, “was a very extensive one, and
connected with leading American and Spanish mercantile houses.
Our island3017 was visited almost weekly, by agents from Cuba,
New York, Baltimore, Philadelphia, Boston, and New Orleans....
The seasoned and instructed slaves were taken to Texas, or
Florida, overland, and to Cuba, in sailing-boats. As no squad
contained more than half a dozen, no difficulty was found in
posting them to the United States, without discovery, and
generally without suspicion.... The Bay Island plantation sent
ventures weekly to the Florida Keys. Slaves were taken into the
great American swamps, and there kept till wanted for the
market. Hundreds were sold as captured runaways from the Florida
wilderness. We had agents in every slave State; and our coasters
were built in Maine, and came out with lumber. I could tell
curious stories ... of this business of smuggling Bozal negroes
into the United States. It is growing more profitable every
year, and if you should hang all the Yankee merchants engaged
in it, hundreds would fill their places.”3018 Inherent
probability and concurrent testimony confirm the substantial
truth of such confessions. For instance, one traveller discovers
on a Southern plantation Negroes who can speak no English.3019

The careful reports of the Quakers “apprehend that many [slaves]
are also introduced into the United States.”3020 Governor Mathew
of the Bahama Islands reports that “in more than one instance,

3013. Trist to Forsyth: HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 26th Congress, 2d session, V. No. 115. “The business of supplying the United States 
with Africans from this island is one that must necessarily exist,” because “slaves are a hundred per cent, or more, higher in the 
United States than in Cuba,” and this profit “is a temptation which it is not in human nature as modified by American institutions 
to withstand”: HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 26th Congress, 2d session, V. No. 115.
3014. STATUTES AT LARGE, V. 674.
3015. Cf. STATUTES AT LARGE, V., page 157, note 1.
3016. Buxton, THE AFRICAN SLAVE TRADE AND ITS REMEDY, pages 44-5. Cf. 2D REPORT OF THE LONDON AFRICAN SOCIETY, page 
22.
3017. I.e., Bay Island in the Gulf of Mexico, near the coast of Honduras.
3018. REVELATIONS OF A SLAVE SMUGGLER, page 98.
3019. Mr. H. Moulton in SLAVERY AS IT IS, page 140; cited in FACTS AND OBSERVATIONS ON THE SLAVE TRADE (Friends’ ed. 
1841), page 8.
3020. In a memorial to Congress, 1840: HOUSE DOCUMENTS, 26th Congress, 1st session, VI. No. 211.
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nscript]
Bahama vessels with coloured crews have been purposely wrecked
on the coast of Florida, and the crews forcibly sold.” This was
brought to the notice of the United States authorities, but the
district attorney of Florida could furnish no information.3021

Such was the state of the slave-trade in 1850, on the threshold
of the critical decade which by a herculean effort was destined
finally to suppress it.

 March 26. A pleasant day.
I think I heard the last lesser redpolls near the beginning of this month; say about 7th.
The top of a white maple swamp had a reddish tinge at a distance day before yesterday. Was it owing to any
expansion of the buds?

2 P.M.— Thermometer 4 [sic]. To Second Division Brook.
Though there is very considerable greenness on the warmest southerly banks, there is no change perceptible in
the aspect of the earth’s surface generally, or at a little distance. It is as bare and dead a brown as ever. When
the sun comes out of a cold slate-colored cloud, these windy days, the bleached and withered pastures reflect
its light so brightly that they are almost white. They are a pale tawny, or say fawn-color, without any redness.
The brown season extends from about the 6th of March ordinarily into April. The first part of it, when the frost
is rapidly coming out and transient snows are melting, the surface of the earth is saturated with moisture. The
latter part is dry, the whitish-tawny pastures being parded with brown and green mosses (that commonest one)
and pale-brown lecheas, which mottle it very pleasingly. This dry whitish-tawny or drab color of the fields—
withered grass lit by the sun — is the color of a teamster’s coat. It is one of the most interesting effects of light
now, when the sun, coming out of clouds, shines brightly on it. It is the fore-glow of the year. There is certainly
a singular propriety in that color for the coat of a farmer or teamster or shepherd or hunter, who is required to
be much abroad in our landscape at this season. It is in harmony with nature, and you are less conspicuous in
the fields and can get nearer to wild animals for it. For this reason I am the better satisfied with the color of my
hat, a drab, than with that of my companion, which is black, though his coat is of the exact tint and better than
mine; but again my dusty boots harmonize better with the landscape than his black and glossy india-rubbers.
I had a suit once in which, methinks, I could glide across the fields unperceived half a mile in front of a farmer’s
windows. It was such a skillful mixture of browns, dark and light properly proportioned, with even some threads
of green in it by chance. It was of loose texture and about the color of a pasture with patches of withered sweet-
fern and lechea. I trusted a good deal to my invisibility in it when going across lots, and many a time I was aware
that to it I owed the near approach of wild animals.
No doubt my dusty and tawny cowhides surprise the street walkers who wear patent-leather or Congress shoes,
but they do not consider how absurd such shoes would be in my vocation, to thread the woods and swamps in.
Why should I wear Congress who walk alone, and not where there is any congress of my kind?
C. was saying, properly enough, the other day, as we were making our way through a dense patch of shrub oak:
“I suppose that those villagers think that we wear these old and worn hats with holes all along the corners for
oddity, but Coombs, the musquash hunter and partridge and rabbit snarer, knows better. He understands us. He
knows that a new and square-cornered hat would be spoiled in one excursion through the shrub oaks.”
The walker and naturalist does not wear a hat, or a shoe, or a coat, to be looked at, but for other uses. When a
citizen comes to take a walk with me I commonly find that he is lame, — disabled by his shoeing. He is sure to
wet his feet, tear his coat, and jam his hat, and the superior qualities of my boots, coat, and hat appear. I once
went into the woods with a party for a fortnight. I wore my old and common clothes, which were of Vermont
gray. They wore, no doubt, the best they had for such an occasion, — of a fashionable color and quality. I
thought that they were a little ashamed of me while we were in the towns. They all tore their clothes badly but
myself, and I, who, it chanced, was the only one provided with needles and thread, enabled them to mend them.
When we came out of the woods I was the best dressed of any of them.
One of the most interesting sights this afternoon is the color of the yellow sand in the sun at the bottom of Nut

3021. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1845-6, pages 883, 968, 989-90. The governor wrote in reply: “The United States, if 
properly served by their law officers in the Floridas, will not experience any difficulty in obtaining the requisite knowledge of these 
illegal transactions, which, I have reason to believe, were the subject of common notoriety in the neighbourhood where they 
occurred, and of boast on the part of those concerned in them”: BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1845-6, page 990.
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CAT
Meadow and Second Division Brooks. The yellow sands of a lonely brook seen through the rippling water, with
the shadows of the ripples like films passing over it.

By degrees you pass from heaven to earth up the trunk of the white pine. See the flash of its boughs reflecting
the sun, each light or sunny above and shaded beneath, even like the clouds with their dark bases, a sort of
mackerel sky of pine boughs.
The woodchoppers are still in the woods in some places, splitting and piling at least.
I hear that mayflowers brought from Fitchburg last Thursday (22d) have blossomed here. They are evidently
much earlier than any of ours. Ours at Second Division (first lot) are under the icy snow.
The rare juncus there is five and six inches high and red (from the cold?) on the bare meadow, — much the most
growth of anything of the kind hereabouts. Very little water; only at the cowslip. The equisetum has risen above
water at first Nut Meadow crossing. The earliest willows are now in the gray, too advanced to be silvery, —
mouse or maltese-cat color.
The Second Division Spring is all covered with a brown floating gelatinous substance of the consistency of
frog-spawn, but with nothing like spawn visible in it. It is of irregular longish, or rather ropy, form, and is of the
consistency of frog-spawn without the ova. I think it must be done with. It quite covers the surface.
I also find near by a green zigzag, wormy, spawn-like substance in strings under the water, in which I feel a sort
of granule, spawn-like. Can this be the excrement of any creature? Can it turn and swell to that brown and
floating jelly? Are these the productions of lizards or the Rana fontinalis?
Tried by various tests, this season fluctuates more or less. For example, we may have absolutely no sleighing
during the year. There was none in the winter months of ’58 (only from March 4 to 14). ’52-’53 was an open
winter. Or it may continue uninterrupted from the beginning of winter to the 3d of April, as in ’56, and the
dependent phenomena be equally late. The river may be either only transiently closed, as in ’52-’53 and ’57-
’58, or it may not be open entirely (up to pond) till April 4th.
As for cold, some years we may have as cold days in March as in any winter month. March 4, 1858, it was —
14, and on the 29th, 1854, the pump froze so as to require thawing.
The river may be quite high in March or at summer level.
Fair Haven Pond may be open by the 20th of March, as this year, or not till April 13 as in ’56, or twenty-three

“Once entrained or incorporated, sediment migrates downstream
according to its particle size. In Henry’s emerging theory are
these statements: “[T]he heaviest particles of alluvium are
deposited nearest the channel” [August 5, 1858], “The architect
of the river builds with sand chiefly not with mud,” and “Mud
is deposited very slowly, only in the stagnant places — but sand
is the enduring building material” [July 19, 1859]. Though the
bottom of the Concord River is muddy in many places, its “bottom
is occasionally ... of soft shifting sand ripple-marked ...
under 4 or 5 feet of water” [August 1, 1859]. For clean sand,
his last observation can be used to estimate a basal drag
velocity of approximately two to three feet per second. Such
ripples, especially those in Nut Meadow Brook [March 26, 1860],
fascinated Henry throughout his sojourning life [July 10, 1859
{should this be April 15, 1859?; April 3, 1859]. Like the
flowage of the fine sand and clay at the Deep Cut, ripples were
an emergent phenomenon composed of inorganic material, but
sharing some properties with life. Like the clay at the Deep
Cut, ripples straddled the continuum between the mineral and
vegetable kingdoms.

— Professor Robert M. Thorson, THE BOATMAN, page 198
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days later.
Tried by the skunk-cabbage, this may flower March 2 (’60) or April 6 or 8 (as in ’55 and ’54), or some five
weeks later, — say thirty-six days. 
The bluebird may be seen February 24, as in ’50, ’57, and ’60, or not till March 24, as in ’56, —s ay twenty-
eight days.
The yellow-spotted tortoise may be seen February 23, as in ’57, or not till March 28, as in ’55, — thirty-three
days.
The wood frog may be heard March 15, as this year, or not till April 13, as in ’56, — twenty-nine days.
That is, tried by the last four phenomena, there may be about a month’s fluctuation, so that March may be said
to have receded half-way into February or advanced half-way into April, i. e., it borrows half of February or
half of April.

 March 26, Monday: Évariste Régis Huc died in Paris.

Representative Morse was allowed to read a series of resolutions to the US House of Representatives, and they 
were assigned to the Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union:

“Resolved, That for the more effectual suppression of the African
slave trade the treaty of 1842 ..., requiring each country to
keep eighty guns on the coast of Africa for that purpose, should
be so changed as to require a specified and sufficient number
of small steamers and fast sailing brigs or schooners to be kept
on said coast....
“Resolved, That as the African slave trade appears to be rapidly
increasing, some effective mode of identifying the nationality
of a vessel on the coast of Africa suspected of being in the
slave trade or of wearing false colors should be immediately
adopted and carried into effect by the leading maritime nations
of the earth; and that the government of the United States has
thus far, by refusing to aid in establishing such a system, shown
a strange neglect of one of the best means of suppressing said
trade.
“Resolved, That the African slave trade is against the moral
sentiment of mankind and a crime against human nature; and that
as the most highly civilized nations have made it a criminal
offence or piracy under their own municipal laws, it ought at
once and without hesitation to be declared a crime by the code
of international law; and that ... the President be requested
to open negotiations on this subject with the leading powers of
Europe.” ... HOUSE JOURNAL, 36th Congress, 1st session, I. 588-9.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: This decade is especially noteworthy for
the great increase of illegal importations into the South. These
became bold, frequent, and notorious. Systematic introduction
on a considerable scale probably commenced in the forties,
although with great secrecy. “To have boldly ventured into New
Orleans, with negroes freshly imported from Africa, would not
only have brought down upon the head of the importer the

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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vengeance of our very philanthropic Uncle Sam, but also the
anathemas of the whole sect of philanthropists and negrophilists
everywhere. To import them for years, however, into quiet
places, evading with impunity the penalty of the law, and the
ranting of the thin-skinned sympathizers with Africa, was
gradually to popularize the traffic by creating a demand for
laborers, and thus to pave the way for the gradual revival of the slave
trade. To this end, a few men, bold and energetic, determined,
ten or twelve years ago [1848 or 1850], to commence the business
of importing negroes, slowly at first, but surely; and for this
purpose they selected a few secluded places on the coast of
Florida, Georgia and Texas, for the purpose of concealing their
stock until it could be sold out. Without specifying other
places, let me draw your attention to a deep and abrupt pocket
or indentation in the coast of Texas, about thirty miles from
Brazos Santiago. Into this pocket a slaver could run at any hour
of the night, because there was no hindrance at the entrance,
and here she could discharge her cargo of movables upon the
projecting bluff, and again proceed to sea inside of three
hours. The live stock thus landed could be marched a short
distance across the main island, over a porous soil which
refuses to retain the recent foot-prints, until they were again
placed in boats, and were concealed upon some of the innumerable
little islands which thicken on the waters of the Laguna in the
rear. These islands, being covered with a thick growth of bushes
and grass, offer an inscrutable hiding place for the ‘black
diamonds.’”3022 These methods became, however, toward 1860, too
slow for the radicals, and the trade grew more defiant and open.
The yacht “Wanderer,” arrested on suspicion in New York and
released, landed in Georgia six months later four hundred and
twenty slaves, who were never recovered.3023 The Augusta Despatch
says: “Citizens of our city are probably interested in the
enterprise. It is hinted that this is the third cargo landed by
the same company, during the last six months.”3024 Two parties
of Africans were brought into Mobile with impunity. One bark,
strongly suspected of having landed a cargo of slaves, was
seized on the Florida coast; another vessel was reported to be
landing slaves near Mobile; a letter from Jacksonville, Florida,
stated that a bark had left there for Africa to ship a cargo for
Florida and Georgia.3025 Stephen A. Douglas said “that there was
not the shadow of doubt that the Slave-trade had been carried
on quite extensively for a long time back, and that there had
been more Slaves imported into the southern States, during the
last year, than had ever been imported before in any one year,
even when the Slave-trade was legal. It was his confident
belief, that over fifteen thousand Slaves had been brought into
this country during the past year [1859.] He had seen, with his
own eyes, three hundred of those recently-imported, miserable
beings, in a Slave-pen in Vicksburg, Miss., and also large

3022. New York Herald, Aug. 5, 1860; quoted in Drake, REVELATIONS OF A SLAVE SMUGGLER, Introduction, pages vii.-viii.
3023. HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 35th Congress, 2d session, IX. No. 89. Cf. 26TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY 
SOCIETY, pages 45-9.
3024. Quoted in 26TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, page 46.
3025. For all the above cases, cf. 26TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, page 49.
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numbers at Memphis, Tenn.”3026 It was currently reported that
depots for these slaves existed in over twenty large cities and
towns in the South, and an interested person boasted to a
senator, about 1860, that “twelve vessels would discharge their
living freight upon our shores within ninety days from the 1st
of June last,” and that between sixty and seventy cargoes had
been successfully introduced in the last eighteen months.3027 The
New York Tribune doubted the statement; but John C. Underwood,
formerly of Virginia, wrote to the paper saying that he was
satisfied that the correspondent was correct. “I have,” he said,
“had ample evidences of the fact, that reopening the African
Slave-trade is a thing already accomplished, and the traffic is
brisk, and rapidly increasing. In fact, the most vital question
of the day is not the opening of this trade, but its suppression.
The arrival of cargoes of negroes, fresh from Africa, in our
southern ports, is an event of frequent occurrence.”3028

Negroes, newly landed, were openly advertised for sale in the
public press, and bids for additional importations made. In
reply to one of these, the Mobile Mercury facetiously remarks:
“Some negroes who never learned to talk English, went up the
railroad the other day.”3029 Congressmen declared on the floor
of the House: “The slave trade may therefore be regarded as
practically re-established;”3030 and petitions like that from
the American Missionary Society recited the fact that “this
piratical and illegal trade — this inhuman invasion of the
rights of men, — this outrage on civilization and Christianity
— this violation of the laws of God and man — is openly
countenanced and encouraged by a portion of the citizens of some
of the States of this Union.”3031

From such evidence it seems clear that the slave-trade laws, in
spite of the efforts of the government, in spite even of much
opposition to these extra-legal methods in the South itself,
were grossly violated, if not nearly nullified, in the latter
part of the decade 1850-1860.

 March 26. A pleasant day.
I think I heard the last lesser redpolls near the beginning of this month; say about 7th.
The top of a white maple swamp had a reddish tinge at a distance day before yesterday. Was it owing to any

3026. Quoted in 27TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, page 20. Cf. REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY, 
1859; SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 36th Congress, 1st session, III. No. 2.
3027. 27TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, page 21.
3028. Quoted in 27TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, page 21
3029. Issue of July 22, 1860; quoted in Drake, REVELATIONS OF A SLAVE SMUGGLER, Introd., page vi. The advertisement referred 
to was addressed to the “Ship-owners and Masters of our Mercantile Marine,” and appeared in the Enterprise (Miss.) Weekly News, 
April 14, 1859. William S. Price and seventeen others state that they will “pay three hundred dollars per head for one thousand native 
Africans, between the ages of fourteen and twenty years, (of sexes equal,) likely, sound, and healthy, to be delivered within twelve 
months from this date, at some point accessible by land, between Pensacola, Fla., and Galveston, Texas; the contractors giving thirty 
days’ notice as to time and place of delivery”: Quoted in 26TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, pages 41-2.
3030. CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 35th Congress, 1st session, page 1362. Cf. the speech of a delegate from Georgia to the Democratic 
Convention at Charleston, 1860: “If any of you northern democrats will go home with me to my plantation, I will show you some 
darkies that I bought in Virginia, some in Delaware, some in Florida, and I will also show you the pure African, the noblest Roman 
of them all. I represent the African slave trade interest of my section:” Lalor, CYCLOPÆDIA, III. 733.
3031. SENATE MISCELLANEOUS DOCUMENT, 36th Congress, 1st session, No. 8.
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nscript]
expansion of the buds?

2 P.M.— Thermometer 4 [sic]. To Second Division Brook.
Though there is very considerable greenness on the warmest southerly banks, there is no change perceptible in
the aspect of the earth’s surface generally, or at a little distance. It is as bare and dead a brown as ever. When
the sun comes out of a cold slate-colored cloud, these windy days, the bleached and withered pastures reflect
its light so brightly that they are almost white. They are a pale tawny, or say fawn-color, without any redness.
The brown season extends from about the 6th of March ordinarily into April. The first part of it, when the frost
is rapidly coming out and transient snows are melting, the surface of the earth is saturated with moisture. The
latter part is dry, the whitish-tawny pastures being parded with brown and green mosses (that commonest one)
and pale-brown lecheas, which mottle it very pleasingly. This dry whitish-tawny or drab color of the fields—
withered grass lit by the sun — is the color of a teamster’s coat. It is one of the most interesting effects of light
now, when the sun, coming out of clouds, shines brightly on it. It is the fore-glow of the year. There is certainly
a singular propriety in that color for the coat of a farmer or teamster or shepherd or hunter, who is required to
be much abroad in our landscape at this season. It is in harmony with nature, and you are less conspicuous in
the fields and can get nearer to wild animals for it. For this reason I am the better satisfied with the color of my
hat, a drab, than with that of my companion, which is black, though his coat is of the exact tint and better than
mine; but again my dusty boots harmonize better with the landscape than his black and glossy india-rubbers.
I had a suit once in which, methinks, I could glide across the fields unperceived half a mile in front of a farmer’s
windows. It was such a skillful mixture of browns, dark and light properly proportioned, with even some threads
of green in it by chance. It was of loose texture and about the color of a pasture with patches of withered sweet-
fern and lechea. I trusted a good deal to my invisibility in it when going across lots, and many a time I was aware
that to it I owed the near approach of wild animals.
No doubt my dusty and tawny cowhides surprise the street walkers who wear patent-leather or Congress shoes,
but they do not consider how absurd such shoes would be in my vocation, to thread the woods and swamps in.
Why should I wear Congress who walk alone, and not where there is any congress of my kind?
C. was saying, properly enough, the other day, as we were making our way through a dense patch of shrub oak:
“I suppose that those villagers think that we wear these old and worn hats with holes all along the corners for
oddity, but Coombs, the musquash hunter and partridge and rabbit snarer, knows better. He understands us. He
knows that a new and square-cornered hat would be spoiled in one excursion through the shrub oaks.”
The walker and naturalist does not wear a hat, or a shoe, or a coat, to be looked at, but for other uses. When a
citizen comes to take a walk with me I commonly find that he is lame, — disabled by his shoeing. He is sure to
wet his feet, tear his coat, and jam his hat, and the superior qualities of my boots, coat, and hat appear. I once
went into the woods with a party for a fortnight. I wore my old and common clothes, which were of Vermont
gray. They wore, no doubt, the best they had for such an occasion, — of a fashionable color and quality. I
thought that they were a little ashamed of me while we were in the towns. They all tore their clothes badly but
myself, and I, who, it chanced, was the only one provided with needles and thread, enabled them to mend them.
When we came out of the woods I was the best dressed of any of them.
One of the most interesting sights this afternoon is the color of the yellow sand in the sun at the bottom of Nut
Meadow and Second Division Brooks. The yellow sands of a lonely brook seen through the rippling water, with
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the shadows of the ripples like films passing over it.

By degrees you pass from heaven to earth up the trunk of the white pine. See the flash of its boughs reflecting
the sun, each light or sunny above and shaded beneath, even like the clouds with their dark bases, a sort of
mackerel sky of pine boughs.
The woodchoppers are still in the woods in some places, splitting and piling at least.
I hear that mayflowers brought from Fitchburg last Thursday (22d) have blossomed here. They are evidently
much earlier than any of ours. Ours at Second Division (first lot) are under the icy snow.
The rare juncus there is five and six inches high and red (from the cold?) on the bare meadow, — much the most
growth of anything of the kind hereabouts. Very little water; only at the cowslip. The equisetum has risen above
water at first Nut Meadow crossing. The earliest willows are now in the gray, too advanced to be silvery, —
mouse or maltese-cat color.
The Second Division Spring is all covered with a brown floating gelatinous substance of the consistency of
frog-spawn, but with nothing like spawn visible in it. It is of irregular longish, or rather ropy, form, and is of the
consistency of frog-spawn without the ova. I think it must be done with. It quite covers the surface.
I also find near by a green zigzag, wormy, spawn-like substance in strings under the water, in which I feel a sort
of granule, spawn-like. Can this be the excrement of any creature? Can it turn and swell to that brown and
floating jelly? Are these the productions of lizards or the Rana fontinalis?
Tried by various tests, this season fluctuates more or less. For example, we may have absolutely no sleighing
during the year. There was none in the winter months of ’58 (only from March 4 to 14). ’52-’53 was an open
winter. Or it may continue uninterrupted from the beginning of winter to the 3d of April, as in ’56, and the
dependent phenomena be equally late. The river may be either only transiently closed, as in ’52-’53 and ’57-
’58, or it may not be open entirely (up to pond) till April 4th.
As for cold, some years we may have as cold days in March as in any winter month. March 4, 1858, it was —
14, and on the 29th, 1854, the pump froze so as to require thawing.
The river may be quite high in March or at summer level.
Fair Haven Pond may be open by the 20th of March, as this year, or not till April 13 as in ’56, or twenty-three
days later.

“Once entrained or incorporated, sediment migrates downstream
according to its particle size. In Henry’s emerging theory are
these statements: “[T]he heaviest particles of alluvium are
deposited nearest the channel” [August 5, 1858], “The architect
of the river builds with sand chiefly not with mud,” and “Mud
is deposited very slowly, only in the stagnant places — but sand
is the enduring building material” [July 19, 1859]. Though the
bottom of the Concord River is muddy in many places, its “bottom
is occasionally ... of soft shifting sand ripple-marked ...
under 4 or 5 feet of water” [August 1, 1859]. For clean sand,
his last observation can be used to estimate a basal drag
velocity of approximately two to three feet per second. Such
ripples, especially those in Nut Meadow Brook [March 26, 1860],
fascinated Henry throughout his sojourning life [July 10, 1859
{should this be April 15, 1859?; April 3, 1859]. Like the
flowage of the fine sand and clay at the Deep Cut, ripples were
an emergent phenomenon composed of inorganic material, but
sharing some properties with life. Like the clay at the Deep
Cut, ripples straddled the continuum between the mineral and
vegetable kingdoms.

— Professor Robert M. Thorson, THE BOATMAN, page 198
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Tried by the skunk-cabbage, this may flower March 2 (’60) or April 6 or 8 (as in ’55 and ’54), or some five
weeks later, — say thirty-six days. 
The bluebird may be seen February 24, as in ’50, ’57, and ’60, or not till March 24, as in ’56, —s ay twenty-
eight days.
The yellow-spotted tortoise may be seen February 23, as in ’57, or not till March 28, as in ’55, — thirty-three
days.
The wood frog may be heard March 15, as this year, or not till April 13, as in ’56, — twenty-nine days.
That is, tried by the last four phenomena, there may be about a month’s fluctuation, so that March may be said
to have receded half-way into February or advanced half-way into April, i. e., it borrows half of February or
half of April.
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 April: The 500-ton Erie, a negrero unquestionably registered in the United States of America, cleared Havana 
harbor unquestionably under the command of Captain Nathaniel Gordon, who was unquestionably 5 feet and 
5 inches of US citizen as he had been born and bred in the state of Maine.3032

Louisa May Alcott wrote:

War has been declared with the South. Our Concord company has
gone to Washington. A busy time getting them ready, and a sad
day seeing them off. At the station the scene was very dramatic,
as the brave boys went away perhaps never to come back again.
I’ve often longed to see a war, and now I have my wish. Everyone
is boiling over with excitement. When quiet Concord does get
stirred up, it is a sight to behold. All the young men and boys
drill with all their might, the women and girls sew and prepare
to become nurses, the old folks settle the fate of the Nation

3032. Well, there is this one nagging historical question: was this Captain Nathaniel Gordon the son of another Captain Nathaniel 
Gordon, who had previously been convicted of engaging in the international slave trade — and who had not been required to pay 
the death penalty?

RACE SLAVERY
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in groves of newspapers, and the children make the streets
hideous with distracted drums and fifes.

Henry James, Sr. would term this Civil War “Sanborn’s war.”

Here is a picture of Captain Gordon’s pretty home in Maine, which although it had been paid for of course in 
blood, does not seem to have been painted scarlet:

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: Early in December 1856, the subject
reached Congress; and although the agitation was then new,
fifty-seven Southern Congressmen refused to declare a re-opening
of the slave-trade “shocking to the moral sentiment of the
enlightened portion of mankind,” and eight refused to call the
reopening even “unwise” and “inexpedient.”3033 Three years
later, January 31, 1859, it was impossible, in a House of one
hundred and ninety-nine members, to get a two-thirds vote in
order even to consider Kilgore’s resolutions, which declared
“that no legislation can be too thorough in its measures, nor
can any penalty known to the catalogue of modern punishment for
crime be too severe against a traffic so inhuman and
unchristian.”3034

Congressmen and other prominent men hastened with the rising
tide.3035 Dowdell of Alabama declared the repressive acts “highly
offensive;” J.B. Clay of Kentucky was “opposed to all these
laws;”3036 Seward of Georgia declared them “wrong, and a

3033. HOUSE JOURNAL, 34th Congress, 3d session, pages 105-10; CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 34th Congress, 3d session, pages 123-
6; Cluskey, POLITICAL TEXT-BOOK (14th edition), page 589.
3034. HOUSE JOURNAL, 35th Congress, 2d session, pages 298-9. Cf. 26TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, 
page 45.
3035. Cf. REPORTS OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, especially the 26th, pages 43-4.
3036. 26TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, page 43. He referred especially to the Treaty of 1842.
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violation of the Constitution;”3037 Barksdale of Mississippi
agreed with this sentiment; Crawford of Georgia threatened a
reopening of the trade; Miles of South Carolina was for
“sweeping away” all restrictions;3038 Keitt of South Carolina
wished to withdraw the African squadron, and to cease to brand
slave-trading as piracy;3039 Brown of Mississippi “would repeal
the law instantly;”3040 Alexander Stephens, in his farewell
address to his constituents, said: “Slave states cannot be made
without Africans.... [My object is] to bring clearly to your
mind the great truth that without an increase of African slaves
from abroad, you may not expect or look for many more slave
States.”3041 Jefferson Davis strongly denied “any coincidence of
opinion with those who prate of the inhumanity and sinfulness
of the trade. The interest of Mississippi,” said he, “not of the
African, dictates my conclusion.” He opposed the immediate
reopening of the trade in Mississippi for fear of a paralyzing
influx of Negroes, but carefully added: “This conclusion, in
relation to Mississippi, is based upon my view of her present
condition, not upon any general theory. It is not supposed to be
applicable to Texas, to New Mexico, or to any future acquisitions to
be made south of the Rio Grande.”3042 John Forsyth, who for seven
years conducted the slave-trade diplomacy of the nation,
declared, about 1860: “But one stronghold of its [i.e.,
slavery’s] enemies remains to be carried, to complete its triumph and
assure its welfare, — that is the existing prohibition of the
African Slave-trade.”3043 Pollard, in his BLACK DIAMONDS, urged the
importation of Africans as “laborers.” “This I grant you,” said
he, “would be practically the re-opening of the African slave
trade; but ... you will find that it very often becomes necessary
to evade the letter of the law, in some of the greatest measures
of social happiness and patriotism.”3044

 April 16, Monday: In the US Senate:

“Mr. Wilson asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to
bring in a bill (Senate, No. 408) for the more effectual
suppression of the slave trade.” Bill read twice, and ordered
to lie on the table; On May 21st it would be referred to
Committee on the Judiciary, and printed. SENATE JOURNAL, 36th
Congress, 1st session, pages 394, 485; CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 36th
Congress, 1st session, pages 1721, 2207-11.

3037. 26TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, page 43; CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 35th Congress, 2d session, 
Appendix, pages 248-50.
3038. 26TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, page 44.
3039. 26TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, page 44; 27TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY 
SOCIETY, pages 13-4.
3040. 26TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, page 44.
3041. Quoted in Lalor, CYCLOPÆDIA, III. 733; Cairnes, THE SLAVE POWER (New York, 1862), page 123, note; 27TH REPORT OF 
THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, page 15.
3042. Quoted in Cairnes, THE SLAVE POWER, page 123, note; 27TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, page 19.
3043. 27TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, page 16; quoted from the Mobile Register.
3044. Edition of 1859, pages 63-4.
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W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: The Treaty of Washington, in 1842, made
the first effective compromise in the matter and broke the
unpleasant dead-lock, by substituting joint cruising by English
and American squadrons for the proposed grant of a Right of
Search. In submitting this treaty, Tyler said: “The treaty which
I now submit to you proposes no alteration, mitigation, or
modification of the rules of the law of nations. It provides
simply that each of the two Governments shall maintain on the
coast of Africa a sufficient squadron to enforce separately and
respectively the laws, rights, and obligations of the two
countries for the suppression of the slave trade.”3045 This
provision was a part of the treaty to settle the boundary
disputes with England. In the Senate, Benton moved to strike out
this article; but the attempt was defeated by a vote of 37 to
12, and the treaty was ratified.3046

This stipulation of the treaty of 1842 was never properly
carried out by the United States for any length of time.3047

Consequently the same difficulties as to search and visit by
English vessels continued to recur. Cases like the following
were frequent. The “Illinois,” of Gloucester, Massachusetts,
while lying at Whydah, Africa, was boarded by a British officer,
but having American papers was unmolested. Three days later she
hoisted Spanish colors and sailed away with a cargo of slaves.
Next morning she fell in with another British vessel and hoisted
American colors; the British ship had then no right to molest
her; but the captain of the slaver feared that she would, and
therefore ran his vessel aground, slaves and all. The senior
English officer reported that “had Lieutenant Cumberland brought
to and boarded the ‘Illinois,’ notwithstanding the American
colors which she hoisted, ... the American master of the
‘Illinois’ ... would have complained to his Government of the
detention of his vessel.”3048 Again, a vessel which had been
boarded by British officers and found with American flag and
papers was, a little later, captured under the Spanish flag with
four hundred and thirty slaves. She had in the interim
complained to the United States government of the boarding.3049

Meanwhile, England continued to urge the granting of a Right of
Search, claiming that the stand of the United States really
amounted to the wholesale protection of pirates under her
flag.3050 The United States answered by alleging that even the
Treaty of 1842 had been misconstrued by England,3051 whereupon
there was much warm debate in Congress, and several attempts
were made to abrogate the slave-trade article of the treaty.3052

The pro-slavery party had become more and more suspicious of
3045. SENATE EXECUTIVE JOURNAL, VI. 123.
3046. U.S. TREATIES AND CONVENTIONS (ed. 1889), pages 436-7. For the debates in the Senate, see Congressional Globe, 27 Cong. 
3 sess. Appendix. Cass resigned on account of the acceptance of this treaty without a distinct denial of the Right of Search, claiming 
that this compromised his position in France. Cf. SENATE DOCUMENT, 27 Cong. 3 sess. II., IV. Nos. 52, 223; 29th Congress 1st 
session, VIII. No. 377.
3047. Cf. W.E. Burghardt Du Bois.
3048. SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 28th Congress 2d session, IX. No. 150, page 72.
3049. SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 28th Congress 2d session, IX. No. 150, page 77.
3050. HOUSE DOCUMENT, 27 Cong. 3 sess. V. No. 192, page 4. Cf. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1842-3, page 708 ff.
3051. HOUSE JOURNAL, 27 Cong. 3 sess. pages 431, 485-8. Cf. HOUSE DOCUMENT, 27 Cong. 3 sess. V. No. 192.
3052. Cf. W.E. Burghardt Du Bois.
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England’s motives, since they had seen her abolition of the
slave-trade blossom into abolition of the system itself, and
they seized every opportunity to prevent co-operation with her.
At the same time, European interest in the question showed some
signs of weakening, and no decided action was taken. In 1845
France changed her Right of Search stipulations of 1833 to one
for joint cruising,3053 while the Germanic Federation,3054

Portugal,3055 and Chili3056enounced the trade as piracy. In 1844
Texas granted the Right of Search to England,3057 and in 1845
Belgium signed the Quintuple Treaty.3058

Discussion between England and the United States was revived
when Cass held the State portfolio, and, strange to say, the
author of “Cass’s Protest” went farther than any of his
predecessors in acknowledging the justice of England’s demands.
Said he, in 1859: “If The United States maintained that, by
carrying their flag at her masthead, any vessel became thereby
entitled to the immunity which belongs to American vessels, they
might well be reproached with assuming a position which would
go far towards shielding crimes upon the ocean from punishment;
but they advance no such pretension, while they concede that,
if in the honest examination of a vessel sailing under American
colours, but accompanied by strongly-marked suspicious
circumstances, a mistake is made, and she is found to be entitled
to the flag she bears, but no injury is committed, and the
conduct of the boarding party is irreproachable, no Government
would be likely to make a case thus exceptional in its character
a subject of serious reclamation.”3059 While admitting this and
expressing a desire to co-operate in the suppression of the
slave-trade, Cass nevertheless steadily refused all further
overtures toward a mutual Right of Search.
The increase of the slave-traffic was so great in the decade
1850-1860 that Lord John Russell proposed to the governments of
the United States, France, Spain, Portugal, and Brazil, that
they instruct their ministers to meet at London in May or June,
1860, to consider measures for the final abolition of the trade.
He stated: “It is ascertained, by repeated instances, that the
practice is for vessels to sail under the American flag. If the
flag is rightly assumed, and the papers correct, no British
cruizer can touch them. If no slaves are on board, even though
the equipment, the fittings, the water-casks, and other
circumstances prove that the ship is on a Slave Trade venture,
no American cruizer can touch them.”3060 Continued
representations of this kind were made to the paralyzed United
States government; indeed, the slave-trade of the world seemed

3053. With a fleet of 26 vessels, reduced to 12 in 1849: BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1844-5, page 4 ff.; 1849-50, page 480.
3054. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1850-1, page 953.
3055. Portugal renewed her Right of Search treaty in 1842: BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1841-2, page 527 ff.; 1842-3, 
page 450.
3056. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1843-4, page 316.
3057. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1844-5, page 592. There already existed some such privileges between England and 
Texas.
3058. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1847-8, page 397 ff.
3059. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1858-9, pages 1121, 1129.
3060. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1859-60, pages 902-3.
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now to float securely under her flag. Nevertheless, Cass refused
even to participate in the proposed conference, and later
refused to accede to a proposal for joint cruising off the coast
of Cuba.3061 Great Britain offered to relieve the United States
of any embarrassment by receiving all captured Africans into the
West Indies; but President Buchanan “could not contemplate any
such arrangement,” and obstinately refused to increase the
suppressing squadron.3062

On the outbreak of the Civil War, the Lincoln administration,
through Secretary Seward, immediately expressed a willingness
to do all in its power to suppress the slave-trade.3063

Accordingly, June 7, 1862, a treaty was signed with Great
Britain granting a mutual limited Right of Search, and
establishing mixed courts for the trial of offenders at the Cape
of Good Hope, Sierra Leone, and New York.3064 The efforts of a
half-century of diplomacy were finally crowned; Seward wrote to
Adams, “Had such a treaty been made in 1808, there would now
have been no sedition here.”3065

Henry Thoreau commented elaborately on colonial drunkenness: “I observed yesterday, in the cellar of the old 
Conantum house, a regular frame or “horse” to rest barrels (of cider, vinegar, etc.) on. It was probably made 
before the house was built, being exactly the length of the cellar, — two pieces of timber framed together, that 
is, connected by crosspieces and lying on the cellar-bottom against one side, the whole length, with concavities 
cut in them to receive the barrels and prevent their rolling. There were places for eight barrels. It suggests how 
much more preparation was made in those days for the storing of liquors. We have at most one keg in our cellar 
for which such a horse would be a convenient place; yet in this now remote and uncovered cellar-hole lies a 
horse with places for eight barrels of liquor. It would make a toper’s mouth water to behold it. You wonder 
how they got apples and cider-mills a-going so early, say a hundred and fifty years ago. No doubt they worked 
hard and sweated a good deal, and perhaps they required, or could bear, more strong drink than the present 
generation. This horse is a fixture, framed with the house, or rather with the cellar; a first thought it must have 
been, perchance made by a separate contract, since it comes below the sills. The barrels and their contents, and 
they who emptied them, and the house above, are all gone, and still the scalloped logs remain now in broad 
daylight to testify to the exact number of barrels of liquor which the former occupant expected to, and probably 
did, lay in. His gravestone somewhere tells one sober story no doubt, and this his barrel-horse tells another,—
and the only one that I hear. For twenty and odd years only the woodchucks and wild mice to my knowledge 
have occupied this cellar. Such is the lowest stick of timber in an old New England man’s house. He dug a hole 
six feet into the earth and laid down a timber to hold his cider-barrel. Then he proceeded to build a house over 
it, with kitchen and sitting and sleeping rooms. It reminds me of travellers’ stories of the London docks, of 
rows of hogsheads, of bonded liquors. Every New England cellar was once something like it. It is a relic of 
old England with her ale. The first settlers made preparations to drink a good deal, and they did not disappoint 
themselves.”

3061. HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 36th Congress 2d session, IV. No. 7.
3062. HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 36th Congress 2d session, IV. No. 7.
3063. SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 37th Congress 2d session, V. No. 57.
3064. SENATE EXECUTIVE JOURNAL, XII. 230-1, 240, 254, 256, 391, 400, 403; DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENCE, 1862, pages 141, 
158; U.S. TREATIES AND CONVENTIONS (ed. 1889), pages 454-9.
3065. DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENCE, 1862, pages 64-5. This treaty was revised in 1863. The mixed court in the West Indies had, 
by February, 1864, liberated 95,206 Africans: SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 38th Congress 1st session, No. 56, page 24.
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 April 16. Rather warm.

In afternoon a true April rain, dripping and soaking into the earth and heard on the roof, which continuing, in
the night it is very dark. This is owing to both the absence of the moon and the presence of the clouds.
I observed yesterday, in the cellar of the old Conantum house, a regular frame or “horse” to rest barrels (of cider,
vinegar, etc.) on. It was probably made before the house was built, being exactly the length of the cellar, — two
pieces of timber framed together, that is, connected by crosspieces and lying on the cellar-bottom against one
side, the whole length, with concavities cut in them to receive the barrels and prevent their rolling. There were
places for eight barrels. 

 It suggests how much more preparation was made in those days for the storing of liquors.
We have at most one keg in our cellar for which such a horse would be a convenient place; yet in this now remote
and uncovered cellar-hole lies a horse with places for eight barrels of liquor. It would make a toper’s mouth
water to behold it. You wonder how they got apples and cider-mills a-going so early, say a hundred and fifty
years ago. No doubt they worked hard and sweated a good deal, and perhaps they required, or could bear, more
strong drink than the present generation. This horse is a fixture, framed with the house, or rather with the cellar;
a first thought it must have been, perchance made by a separate contract, since it comes below the sills. The
barrels and their contents, and they who emptied them, and the house above, are all gone, and still the scalloped
logs remain now in broad daylight to testify to the exact number of barrels of liquor which the former occupant
expected to, and probably did, lay in. His gravestone somewhere tells one sober story no doubt, and this his
barrel-horse tells another,—and the only one that I hear. For twenty and odd years only the woodchucks and
wild mice to my knowledge have occupied this cellar. Such is the lowest stick of timber in an old New England
man’s house. He dug a hole six feet into the earth and laid down a timber to hold his cider-barrel. Then he
proceeded to build a house over it, with kitchen and sitting and sleeping rooms. It reminds me of travellers’
stories of the London docks, of rows of hogsheads, of bonded liquors. Every New England cellar was once
something like it. It is a relic of old England with her ale. The first settlers made preparations to drink a good
deal, and they did not disappoint themselves.

 April 24, Tuesday: Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: “Message 
from the President ... in answer to a resolution of the House calling for the number of persons ... belonging to 
the African squadron, who have died, etc.” –HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 36 Cong. 1 sess. XII. No. 73.

Bedrich Smetana’s symphonic poem Richard III was performed for the initial time, in Göteborg in an 
arrangement for four pianos.

 April 24. The river is only half an inch above summer level. The meadow-sweet and hardhack have
begun to leaf. 
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 May 19, Saturday: Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: “Message of 
the President ... relative to the capture of the slaver Wildfire, etc.” –SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 36 Cong. 
1 sess. XI. No. 44.

Henry Thoreau instanced for the 25th time (Dr. Bradley P. Dean has noticed) a cloud form category of Luke 
Howard: “The grass, especially the meadow-grasses, are seen to wave distinctly, and the shadows of the bright 
fair-weather cumuli are sweeping over them like the shades of a watered or changeable stuff,—June-like.”

May 19. A.M.— River seven inches below summer level. 

Wind south, and a gentle intermittent warm rain at last begins. This has been the longest drought that I
remember. The last rain was April 16th, except that some detected a few drops falling on the 9th; was literally
the last drop we had. If this had occurred a month later, after the crops were fairly growing, it would have been
a great calamity. As it is, there has been very little growth. My potatoes, planted May 1st, are but just beginning
to peep here and there. My corn, planted the 2d, has not a quarter part showed itself, and grass seed sown ten
days ago has not germinated. But weeds have not grown as much as usual. It must have been a severe trial for
young fruit and other trees. Plowing and planting have been uncommonly dirty work, it has been so dusty.

P.M.— To Second Division. Thermometer 72°.
It cleared up at noon, to our disappointment, and very little rain had fallen.
There is a strong southwest wind after the rain, rather novel and agreeable, blowing off some apple blossoms.
The grass, especially the meadow-grasses, are seen to wave distinctly, and the shadows of the bright fair-
weather cumuli are sweeping over them like the shades of a watered or changeable stuff,—June-like. The grass
and the tender leaves, refreshed and expanded by the rain, are peculiarly bright and yellowish-green when seen
in a favorable light.
This occurrence of pretty strong southwest winds near the end of May, three weeks after the colder and stronger
winds of March and April have died away, after the first heats and perhaps warm rain, when the apple trees and
upland buttercups are in bloom, is an annual phenomenon. Not being too cold, they are an agreeable novelty
and excitement now, and give life to the landscape.
Sorrel just begins to redden some fields.
I have seen for a week a smaller and redder butterfly than the early red or reddish one. Its hind wings are chiefly
dark or blackish. It is quite small. The forward wings, a pretty bright scarlet red with black spots.
See a green snake, a very vivid yellow green, of the same color with the tender foliage at present, and as if his
colors had been heightened by the rain.
White thorn in bloom at Tarbell’s Spring, considerable of it; possibly a little yesterday.
What they say of the 19th of April, ’75,—that “the apple trees were in bloom and grass was waving in the
fields,”—could only have been said within a week past this early year. This is the season when the meadow-
grass is seen waving in the wind at the same time that the shadows of clouds are passing over it.
At the Ministerial Swamp I see a white lady’s-slipper almost out, fully grown, with red ones.
By the path-side near there, what I should call a veery’s nest with four light-blue eggs, but I have not heard the
veery note this year, only the yorrick. It is under the projecting edge or bank of the path,—a large mass of fine
grass-stubble, pine-needles, etc., but not leaves, and lined with pine-needles.
In Second Division Meadow, Eriophorum polystachyon, apparently two or three days, though only six or eight
inches high at most. The Second Division rush is not quite in bloom yet. The panicle is quite fresh, one eighth
to one quarter inch long, but the sepals are not green but light-brown. Is it a new species?
Going along the Second Division road, this side the brooks, where the woods have been extensively cut off, I
smell now, the sun having come out after the rain of the morning, the scent of the withered pine boughs which
cover and redden the ground. They part with their tea now.
You see now, on all sides, the gray-brown, lumbering woodchucks running to their subterranean homes. They
are but poor runners, and depend on their watchfulness and not being caught far from their burrows.
The reddish-brown loosestrife is seen springing up in dry woods, six or eight inches high.
Now, sitting on the bank at White Pond, I do not see a single shad-bush in bloom across the pond, where they
had just fairly begun on the 6th. The small Populus grandidentata, with their silvery leafets not yet generally
flattened out, represent it there now,—are the most like it. I see some tall shad-bush without the reddish leaves—
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what I think I have thought a variety of the Botryapium—still well in bloom apparently with the oblongifolium.
Is it the last?
The largest shrub oak that I have noticed grows by the north side of the White Pond road, not far from the end
of the lane. It measures sixteen inches in circumference at two feet from the ground, and looks like a Cape Cod
red oak in size and form,—a scraggly small tree (maybe a dozen feet high).
Pyrus arbutifolia out. Beach plum by Hubbard’s wall, perhaps a day. Lilac, the 17th. The fresh shoots of the
white pine are now perpendicular whitish marks about two inches long, about six inches apart on a glaucous-
green ground.
I measure a bear’s foot which F. Monroe brought from Vermont, where it was killed in a trap within a few years.
It was formed very much like a boy’s foot, with its five toes, and the solid part measured seven and one half
inches in length by three and three quarters.

The claws extended one inch further, and with the fur (not allowing anything for shrinkage all this while) it must
have made a track nine by four and a half inches at least. The fur came down thick all around to the ground.
There was a seam or joint across the middle of the sole.
River raised one and a half inches at night by rain of forenoon,—i. e. five and a half inches below summer level.

 May 21, Monday: Documentation of the impact of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: 
In the US House of Representatives Mr. Wells submitted the a resolution, and there was debate, in regard to 
those who were purchasing Negro slaves recently imported:

“Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed to
report forthwith a bill providing that any person purchasing any
negro or other person imported into this country in violation
of the laws for suppressing the slave trade, shall not by reason
of said purchase acquire any title to said negro or person; and
where such purchase is made with a knowledge that such negro or
other person has been so imported, shall forfeit not less than
one thousand dollars, and be punished by imprisonment for a term
not less than six months.” HOUSE JOURNAL, 36th Congress, 1st
session, II. 880.

May 21. Cold,— at 11 A.M. 50°; and sit by a fire. At 12 it begins to rain.

P.M.— To Cambridge.
All vegetation is refreshed by the rain. The grass appears to stand perfectly erect and on tiptoe, several inches
higher, all [at] once in every field, the fresh green prevailing over the brown ground in every field. The color of
the new leaves is surprising. The birches by the railroad, as I am whirled by them in the cars, flash upon me
yellow as gamboge, their leaves more like flowers than foliage.
Wintergreen had started the 18th at least. Noticed the shadows of apple trees yesterday.
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 May 22, Tuesday: Charles Darwin wrote, to Professor Asa Gray of Harvard College, the most famous 
statement ever on the topic of the relationship between natural science and religion (refer to Stephen Jay 
Gould’s 1999 defense of both religion and science, entitled ROCK OF AGES: SCIENCE AND RELIGION IN THE 
FULLNESS OF LIFE.) 

Had this botanist shared this letter with his acquaintance Henry Thoreau who was living a day’s walk away, 
what would have been Thoreau’s reaction?

According to The British Colonist, Chas. Aldrich, a respectable citizen of Cloverdale, Sonoma County, 
California, had been placed under arrest and charged with the fiendish murder of his wife. They had found her 
body in a field near the house with her head and face kicked in and a piece of linen duck wrapped close around 
her neck to produce strangulation. The corpse of her infant of 6 months was lying near her body.

Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: “Capture of the slaver William: 
Message from the President ... transmitting correspondence relative to the capture of the slaver William, etc.” 
–HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 36 Cong. 1 sess. XII. No. 83.

Professor Henri-Frédéric Amiel, who would be referred to as the “Swiss Thoreau,” wrote in his JOURNAL 
INTIME: “There is in me a secret incapacity for expressing my true feeling, for saying what pleases others, for 
bearing witness to the present — a reserve which I have often noticed in myself with vexation. My heart never 
dares to speak seriously, either because it is ashamed of being thought to flatter, or afraid lest it should not find 
exactly the right expression. I am always trifling with the present moment. Feeling in me is retrospective. My 
refractory nature is slow to recognize the solemnity of the hour in which I actually stand. An ironical instinct, 
born of timidity, makes me pass lightly over what I have on pretence of waiting for some other thing at some 
other time. Fear of being carried away, and distrust of myself pursue me even in moments of emotion; by a 
sort of invincible pride, I can never persuade myself to say to any particular instant: “Stay! decide for me; be 
a supreme moment! stand out from the monotonous depths of eternity and mark a unique experience in my 
life!” I trifle, even with happiness, out of distrust of the future.”

May 22. Another cold and wet day, requiring fire. Ceases to rain at midday, but continues foul.
The principal rain was during last night, and was quite considerable.
C. hears a cuckoo, and appears, by his account, to have seen the Sylvia maculosa.
I see the effects of frost (probably the morning of the 21st) on squashes that sowed themselves.
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 May 26, Saturday: The federal government of the United States appropriated $40,000 to carry out the Act of 
March 3, 1819, and subsequent acts (STATUTES AT LARGE, XII. 21).

John Cockburn Thomson drowned at the beach at Tenby, Wales.

The Reverend Samuel Joseph May had an opportunity to discuss his latest attitudes toward violence vs 
nonviolence with his brother-in-law Bronson Alcott and the widow Mary Ann Day Brown, in preparation for 
an oration he was scheduled to give before the American Peace Society.

May 26. Overcast, rain-threatening; wind northeast and cool.

9 A.M.— To Easterbrooks Country.
Carex lanuginosa, Smith’s shore, say three or four days. C. pallescens (?), long-stalked, staminate, Channing’s
shore, high. C. pallescens var. undulata, rather spreading, common, as in Clark’s field from opposite my old
house. C. polytrichoides well out, say a few days, Botrychium Swamp. Melons have peeped out two or three
days. Our pink azalea.

5 P.M.— River five eighths of an inch below summer level.

 May 31, Thursday: Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: “The Slave 
Trade ... Report: “The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred Senate Bill No. 464, ... together with 
the messages of the President ... relative to the capture of the slavers Wildfire and William, ... respectfully 
report,” etc.” –HOUSE REPORTS, 36 Cong. 1 sess. IV. No. 602.

Carpenter Luke Fisher Parsons of Salina, Kansas continued in his diary:

Shot at several buffalo, but could not kill them. Discovered
cave in sandstone rocks. Named it Cachywa from the wild tribe
of Indians. The walls are all covered with hieroglyphics and
figures of Indians on horses, elks, etc., made by Indians.
There is an excellent spring here. It rained on the way home.

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE

THE ALCOTT FAMILY
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May 31. Rained hard during the night. At 6 P.M. the river has risen to half an inch below summer level,
having been three to four inches below summer level yesterday morning. I hear the sprayey note of toads now
more than ever, after the rain.

 June 16, Saturday: A touring group of Japanese diplomats, including two royal princes, arrived by boat from 
Albany down the Hudson River to New-York, and were housed at the Metropolitan Hotel.

The Europa sailed from Liverpool, conveying not only Harriet Beecher Stowe but also the Hawthornes.

Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: 

“Recaptured Africans: Letter from the Secretary of the Interior,
on the subject of the return to Africa of recaptured Africans,
etc.” HOUSE MISCELLANEOUS DOCUMENT, 36th Congress, 1st session, VII,
No. 96. Cf. HOUSE MISCELLANEOUS DOCUMENT, 36th Congress, 1st session,
VII, No. 97, page 2.

“An Act to amend an Act entitled ‘An Act in addition to the Acts
Prohibiting the Slave Trade.’” STATUTES AT LARGE, XII. 40-1; SENATE
JOURNAL, 36th Congress, 1st session, Senate Bill No. 464.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: During the decade there was some attempt
at reactionary legislation, chiefly directed at the Treaty of
Washington. June 13, 1854, Slidell, from the Committee on
Foreign Relations, made an elaborate report to the Senate,
advocating the abrogation of the 8th Article of that treaty, on
the ground that it was costly, fatal to the health of the
sailors, and useless, as the trade had actually increased under
its operation.3066 Both this and a similar attempt in the House
failed,3067 as did also an attempt to substitute life
imprisonment for the death penalty.3068 Most of the actual
legislation naturally took the form of appropriations. In 1853
there was an attempt to appropriate $20,000.3069 This failed, and
the appropriation of $8,000 in 1856 was the first for ten
years.3070 The following year brought a similar
appropriation,3071 and in 18593072 and 18603073 $75,000 and
$40,000 respectively were appropriated. Of attempted
legislation to strengthen the laws there was plenty: e.g.,
propositions to regulate the issue of sea-letters and the use
of our flag;3074 to prevent the “coolie” trade, or the bringing

3066. SENATE JOURNAL, 34th Congress, 1-2 session, pages 396, 695-8; SENATE REPORTS, 34th Congress, 1st session, I. No. 195.
3067. HOUSE JOURNAL, 31 Congress, 2d session, page 64. There was still another attempt by Sandidge. Cf. 26TH REPORT OF THE 
AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, page 44.
3068. SENATE JOURNAL, 36th Congress, 1st session, page 274; CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 36th Congress, 1st session, page 1245.
3069. Congressional Globe, 32d Congress, 2d session, page 1072.
3070. I.e., since 1846: STATUTES AT LARGE, XI. 90.
3071. STATUTES AT LARGE, XI. 227.
3072. STATUTES AT LARGE, XI. 404.
3073. STATUTES AT LARGE, XII. 21.
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in of “apprentices” or “African laborers;”3075 to stop the
coastwise trade;3076 to assent to a Right of Search;3077 and to
amend the Constitution by forever prohibiting the slave-
trade.3078

The efforts of the executive during this period were criminally
lax and negligent. “The General Government did not exert itself
in good faith to carry out either its treaty stipulations or the
legislation of Congress in regard to the matter. If a vessel was
captured, her owners were permitted to bond her, and thus
continue her in the trade; and if any man was convicted of this
form of piracy, the executive always interposed between him and
the penalty of his crime. The laws providing for the seizure of
vessels engaged in the traffic were so constructed as to render
the duty unremunerative; and marshals now find their fees for
such services to be actually less than their necessary expenses.
No one who bears this fact in mind will be surprised at the great
indifference of these officers to the continuing of the slave-
trade; in fact, he will be ready to learn that the laws of
Congress upon the subject had become a dead letter, and that the
suspicion was well grounded that certain officers of the Federal
Government had actually connived at their violation.”3079 From
1845 to 1854, in spite of the well-known activity of the trade,
but five cases obtained cognizance in the New York district. Of
these, Captains Mansfield and Driscoll forfeited their bonds of
$5,000 each, and escaped; in the case of the notorious Canot,
nothing had been done as late as 1856, although he was arrested
in 1847; Captain Jefferson turned State’s evidence, and, in the
case of Captain Mathew, a nolle prosequi was entered.3080 Between 1854
and 1856 thirty-two persons were indicted in New York, of whom
only thirteen had at the latter date been tried, and only one
of these convicted.3081 These dismissals were seldom on account
of insufficient evidence. In the notorious case of the
“Wanderer,” she was arrested on suspicion, released, and soon
after she landed a cargo of slaves in Georgia; some who attempted
to seize the Negroes were arrested for larceny, and in spite of
the efforts of Congress the captain was never punished. The
yacht was afterwards started on another voyage, and being
brought back to Boston was sold to her former owner for about
one third her value.3082 The bark “Emily” was seized on suspicion

3074. E.g., Clay’s resolutions: CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 31 Congress, 2d session, pages 304-9. Clayton’s resolutions: SENATE 
JOURNAL, 33d Congress, 1st session, page 404; HOUSE JOURNAL, 33d Congress, 1st session, pages 1093, 1332-3; CONGRESSIONAL 
GLOBE, 33d Congress, 1st session, pages 1591-3, 2139. Seward’s bill: SENATE JOURNAL, 33d Congress, 1st session, pages 448, 451.
3075. Mr. Blair of Missouri asked unanimous consent in Congress, Dec. 23, 1858, to a resolution instructing the Judiciary 
Committee to bring in such a bill; Houston of Alabama objected: CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 35th Congress, 2d session, page 198; 
26TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, page 44.
3076. This was the object of attack in 1851 and 1853 by Giddings: HOUSE JOURNAL, 32d Congress, 1st session, page 42; 33d 
Congress, 1st session, page 147. Cf. HOUSE JOURNAL, 38 Congress, 1st session, page 46.
3077. By Mr. Wilson, March 20, 1860: SENATE JOURNAL, 36th Congress, 1st session, page 274.
3078. Four or five such attempts were made: December 12, 1860, HOUSE JOURNAL, 36th Congress, 2d session, pages 61-2; January 
7, 1861, CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 36th Congress, 2d session, page 279; January 23, 1861, CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 36th Congress, 
2d session, page 527; February 1, 1861, CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 36th Congress, 2d session, page 690; February 27, 1861, 
CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 36th Congress, 2d session, pages 1243, 1259.
3079. “The Slave-Trade in New York,” in the Continental Monthly, January, 1862, page 87.
3080. New York Herald, July 14, 1856.
3081. New York Herald, July 14, 1856. Cf. SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 37th Congress, 2d session, V. No. 53.
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and released, and finally caught red-handed on the coast of
Africa; she was sent to New York for trial, but “disappeared”
under a certain slave captain, Townsend, who had, previous to
this, in the face of the most convincing evidence, been
acquitted at Key West.3083

The squadron commanders of this time were by no means as
efficient as their predecessors, and spent much of their time,
apparently, in discussing the Right of Search. Instead of a
number of small light vessels, which by the reports of experts
were repeatedly shown to be the only efficient craft, the
government, until 1859, persisted in sending out three or four
great frigates. Even these did not attend faithfully to their
duties. A letter from on board one of them shows that, out of a
fifteen months’ alleged service, only twenty-two days were spent
on the usual cruising-ground for slavers, and thirteen of these
at anchor; eleven months were spent at Madeira and Cape Verde
Islands, 300 miles from the coast and 3,000 miles from the slave
market.3084 British commanders report the apathy of American
officers and the extreme caution of their instructions, which
allowed many slavers to escape.3085

The officials at Washington often remained in blissful, and
perhaps willing, ignorance of the state of the trade. While
Americans were smuggling slaves by the thousands into Brazil,
and by the hundreds into the United States, Secretary Graham was
recommending the abrogation of the 8th Article of the Treaty of
Washington;3086 so, too, when the Cuban slave-trade was reaching
unprecedented activity, and while slavers were being fitted out
in every port on the Atlantic seaboard, Secretary Kennedy
naïvely reports, “The time has come, perhaps, when it may be
properly commended to the notice of Congress to inquire into the
necessity of further continuing the regular employment of a
squadron on this [i.e., the African] coast.”3087 Again, in 1855,
the government has “advices that the slave trade south of the
equator is entirely broken up;”3088 in 1856, the reports are
“favorable;”3089 in 1857 a British commander writes: “No vessel
has been seen here for one year, certainly; I think for nearly
three years there have been no American cruizers on these
waters, where a valuable and extensive American commerce is
carried on. I cannot, therefore, but think that this continued
absence of foreign cruizers looks as if they were intentionally
withdrawn, and as if the Government did not care to take measures
to prevent the American flag being used to cover Slave Trade
transactions;”3090 nevertheless, in this same year, according to
Secretary Toucey, “the force on the coast of Africa has fully

3082. 27TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, pages 25-6. Cf. 26TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY 
SOCIETY, pages 45-9.
3083. 27TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, pages 26-7.
3084. 26TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, page 54.
3085. BRITISH AND FOREIGN STATE PAPERS, 1859-60, pages 899, 973.
3086. Nov. 29, 1851: HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 32d Congress, 1st session, II. pt. 2, No. 2, page 4.
3087. Dec. 4, 1852: HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 32d Congress, 2d session, I. pt. 2, No. 1, page 293.
3088. HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 34th Congress, 1st session, I. pt. 3, No. 1, page 5.
3089. HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 34th Congress, 3d session, I. pt. 2, No. 1, page 407.
3090. Commander Burgess to Commodore Wise, Whydah, Aug. 12, 1857: PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 1857-8, vol. LXI. SLAVE 
TRADE, Class A, page 136.
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accomplished its main object.”3091 Finally, in the same month in
which the “Wanderer” and her mates were openly landing cargoes
in the South, President Buchanan, who seems to have been utterly
devoid of a sense of humor, was urging the annexation of Cuba
to the United States as the only method of suppressing the slave-
trade!3092

About 1859 the frequent and notorious violations of our laws
aroused even the Buchanan government; a larger appropriation was
obtained, swift light steamers were employed, and, though we may
well doubt whether after such a carnival illegal importations
“entirely” ceased, as the President informed Congress,3093 yet
some sincere efforts at suppression were certainly begun. From
1850 to 1859 we have few notices of captured slavers, but in
1860 the increased appropriation of the thirty-fifth Congress
resulted in the capture of twelve vessels with 3,119
Africans.3094 The Act of June 16, 1860, enabled the President to
contract with the Colonization Society for the return of
recaptured Africans; and by a long-needed arrangement cruisers
were to proceed direct to Africa with such cargoes, instead of
first landing them in this country.3095

Near Salina, Kansas, the carpenter Luke Fisher Parsons continued in his diary:

Fixed the ford on the Smoky.

 June 16.

I notice this forenoon, about my melons, an excrement five to six eighths of an inch long, narrowed and with a
sort of stem at one end, full of wing-cases of beetles, etc., and black, looking at first like the cocoon of some
insect, but moist and fresh. Also saw four or five on the sidewalk as I went to the post-office (after a warm
night). It is probably the excrement of the toad, of which I have seen no account.
I saw great puffs on the andromeda the 14th.
At 2 P. M. 85°, and about same for several days past. I have heard no hylodes since the 12th, and no purring
frogs (Rana palustris). Think they ceased about the same time, or with the 85° heat, i. e. with ribbon for neck
and thinnest sack.
Thunder-showers show themselves about 2 P. M. in the west, but split at sight of Concord and go east on each
side, we getting only a slight shower.
At evening paddle to Clamshell.
The meadows full of lightning-bugs to-night; first seen the 14th. (There had then been a thundershower in the
north.)
Rose-bugs two or three days at least.
It appears to me that these phenomena occur simultaneously, say June 12th, viz.:—
Heat about 85° at 2 P. M. True summer.
Hylodes cease to peep.
Purring frogs (Rana palustris) cease.

3091. HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 35th Congress, 1st session, II. pt. 3, No. 2, page 576.
3092. HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 35th Congress, 2d session, II. pt. 1, No. 2, pages 14-15, 31-33.
3093. SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 36th Congress, 2d session, I. No. 1, page 24. The Report of the Secretary of the Navy, 1859, 
contains this ambiguous passage: “What the effect of breaking up the trade will be upon the United States or Cuba it is not necessary 
to inquire; certainly, under the laws of Congress and our treaty obligations, it is the duty of the executive government to see that our 
citizens shall not be engaged in it”: SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 36th Congress, 1st session, III. No. 2, pages 1138-9.
3094. SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 36th Congress, 2d session, III. pt. 1, No. 1, pages 8-9.
3095. STATUTES AT LARGE, XII. 40.
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Lightning-bugs first seen.
Bullfrogs trump generally.
Mosquitoes begin to be really troublesome.
Afternoon thunder-showers almost regular. [15th, 16th, 17th.]
Sleep with open window (10th), and wear thin coat and ribbon on neck.
Turtles fairly and generally begun to lay.
As I stand at Clamshell, it occurs to me that I never see the stinkpot laying its eggs on land by day; that therefore
it must lay its eggs by night. [No. Vide back in Journal to when Ricketson here once.] Where, then, shall I look
for them now by night with a lantern? Why not here as well as anywhere? And I turn my eyes in the twilight to
the shore there, when I see a turtle just entering the water. Running to it with haste, I see it (after it has entered
the river) to be a stinkpot, which probably was frightened by us. Had come forth to lay, or, possibly, was
returning. I think I never see the picta and insculpta and yellow-spot ashore by night.
The pickerel-weed appears to have suddenly shot up to about its final height, but it is mainly owing to the river
having rapidly fallen a foot within a few days. So far as the height of this plant is concerned, the river now
reaches its summer régime. Not yet the potamogetons.
Channing found a marsh hawk’s nest on the Great Meadows this afternoon, with three eggs considerably
developed. This is the third I have heard of this year. [Vide July 3d.]

 July 11, Wednesday: Lord John Russell suggested a plan of cooperation between the governments of Great 
Britain and of the United States of America in the suppression of the international slave trade:

“1st. A systematic plan of cruising on the coast of Cuba by the
vessels of Great Britain, Spain, and the United States.
“2d. Laws of registration and inspection in the Island of Cuba,
by which the employment of slaves, imported contrary to law,
might be detected by the Spanish authorities.3096

“3d. A plan of emigration from China, regulated by the agents
of European nations, in conjunction with the Chinese
authorities.”3097 HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 36th Congress, 2d
session, IV. No. 7, pages 441-3, 446-8.

Luke Fisher Parsons continued in his Kansas diary:

Finished putting on cornice. Morrison commenced shingling.

 July 11. Heavy rain in the night [of the] 10th-11th. An unusual quantity of rain within a week past; too
much now for our garden. The lower leaves of vines yellowed.
To-day and yesterday are cool and comfortable days, with a breeze. Thermometer at 2 P.M., 70 to 77.

2 P.M.— To Pine Hill.
Herd’s-grass and red-top in prime. I often notice them growing in parallel rows of reddish and green, the seed
apparently having fallen so.
Haying is now generally under way.
As I go along the railroad causeways, I am interested now, and of late, by those patches a rod or two over—
amid the red-top, herd’s-grass, etc., of A. Wheeler’s meadow—of Agrostis scabra, that exceedingly fine
slender-branched grass drooping and waving in the wind. It gives a pale pinkish(?)-purple sheen to those parts,

3096. By the way, in this year in the last Spanish census of Cuba, both native American slaves imported from Mexico, and Chinese 
“coolie” laborers, were being enumerated as “white.”
3097. President James Buchanan would decline to co-operate in such a plan.
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completely monopolizing (apparently) the ground there. It makes the most purple impression of any grass. Call
it early purple grass, as compared with the Eragrostis pectinacea. Probably it is not quite in prime. It is the
most finely branched and slender-culmed for its size, and near at hand the most invisible of any grass at present,
and less noticeable close at hand than in a favorable light at a distance. You will see, thus, scattered over a
meadow, little flecks and patches of it, almost like a flat purplish cobweb of the morning, and it seems to recline
on the other grasses. It is the finest hair that waves in the fields now; Proserpine’s hair.
Find a yellow butterfly about dead, probably in consequence of the heavy rain of last night.
In the pool in Laurel Glen, Glyceria acutiflora almost. [Out long since and now going to seed generally and
very abundant, in wettest part of Great Meadows, about Holt.]
I look at a young fox at Derby’s. You would say from his step and motions that his legs were as elastic as india-
rubber,—all springs, ready at any instant to bound high into the air. Gravity seems not enough to keep him in
contact with the earth. There seems to be a peculiar principle of resiliency constantly operating in him.
River at 7 P.M. eight and a half inches above summer level.
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 August 7, Tuesday: At the River Congo, a cargo of 900 enslaved Africans was taken on board the Erie, the 
entire operation requiring but 45 minutes. As the people came over the side, if they were wearing anything 
Captain Nathaniel Gordon would cut it off and toss it overboard. Several of the crew would testify at the trial 
that it was Gordon who had engaged them, under false pretenses, and that when they found they were on a 
negrero he had promised them each $1 for every person delivered alive.3098

Mr. Don’t Get Caught

THE MIDDLE PASSAGE
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 August 8, Wednesday, morning: Captain Nathaniel Gordon’s Erie, a 500-ton negrero flying the American flag 
about 50 miles off the coast of West Africa, had a shot fired across her bow by the crew of the Mohican, 
an American steam warship, and was boarded and found to contain a cargo of 897 enslaved black males and 
females ranging from the age of six months to forty years. About half were children, and about half were 
female. During the following 15 days at sea, 29 more would die and be thrown overboard before the survivors 
could be offloaded by the US Navy and discarded at Monrovia.

Upon the return of the USS Mohican to the United States of America, there being no good reason to do 
otherwise, the vessel would come to port in a northern port, the port of New-York. (This mundane fact would 
be the cause of Captain Gordon’s death by hanging, would be the final nail in his coffin — it is the only such 

3098. Clearly, there’s a terminology problem here. In an effort to resolve this terminology issue, at the Republican National 
Convention in New York during August 2004 –at which the Republican Party would for four days make an effort to strip from its 
face its mask of hostility to the plight of the downtrodden and reveal its true countenance of benevolent conservatism and concern– 
these people would be sensitively referred to by a Hoosier Republican running for the US Senate as “involuntary immigrants.”

So, perhaps, this is a good point at which to insert a story about involuntary immigrants that has been passed on to us by Ram 
Varmha, a retired IBM engineer whose father had briefly served as Maharaja after the independence of Cochin. He relates the story 
as narrated to him by his paternal grandmother who lived in Thripoonithura, Cochin: “When my grandmother (born 1882) was a 
young girl she would go with the elder ladies of the family to the Pazhayannur Devi Temple in Fort Cochin, next to the Cochin 
Lantha Palace built by the Dutch (Landers = Lantha), which was an early establishment of the Cochin royal family before the 
administration moved to Thripoonithura. My grandmother often told us that in the basement of the Lantha Palace, in a confined 
area, a family of Africans had been kept locked up, as in a zoo! By my Grandmother’s time all the Africans had died. But, some of 
the elder ladies had narrated the story to her of ‘Kappiries’ (Africans) kept in captivity there. It seems visitors would give them fruits 
and bananas. They were well cared for but always kept in confinement. My grandmother did not know all the details but according 
to her, ‘many’ years earlier, a ship having broken its mast drifted into the old Cochin harbor. When the locals climbed aboard, they 
found a crewless ship, but in the hold there were some chained ‘Kappiries’ still alive; others having perished. The locals did not 
know what to do with them. Not understanding their language and finding the Africans in chains, the locals thought that these were 
dangerous to set free. So they herded the poor Africans into the basement of the Cochin Fort, and held them in captivity, for many, 
many years! I have no idea when the initial incident happened, but I presume it took place in the late 1700s or early 1800s. This 
points to the possibility that it was, in fact, a slave ship carrying human cargo from East Africa to either the USA or the West Indies. 
An amazing and rather bizarre story. Incidentally, this is not an ‘old woman's tale’! Its quite reliable. My grandmother would identify 
some of the older ladies who had actually seen the surviving Kappiries.”
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sad incident in US history.)
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 August 10, Friday: In the Mozambique Channel, the Sunny South, a negrero (right), was captured by the war 
steamer HMS Brisk (left). On board was discovered a cargo of 702 enslaved Africans:

 August 10. 2 P.M. – Air, 84; Boiling Spring this afternoon., 46; Brister’s, 49; or where there is little
or no surface water the same as in spring. Walden is at surface 80 (air over it 76).

Aster dumosus and pennyroyal out; how long? Sand cherry is well ripe–some of it–and tolerable, better than
the red cherry or choke-cherry. Juncus paradoxus, that large and late juncus (tailed), as in Hubbard’s Close and

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE

Henry’s thermal study took about two weeks, and then continued
sporadically through August 10. He collected an excellent data
set for twenty localities over that twenty-day period. A typical
text entry reads disjointedly: “Try the temperature of the
springs and pond. At 2.15 P.M. the atmosphere north of house is
83° above zero, and the same afternoon, the water of the Boiling
Spring, 45°; our well after pumping, 49°; Brister’s Spring, 49°;
Walden Pond (at bottom in four feet of water), 71°; river at one
rod from shore, 77°; I see that the temperature of the Boiling
Spring on the 6th of March, 1846, was also 45°, and I suspect
it varies very little throughout the year.”

— Professor Robert M. Thorson, THE BOATMAN, page 214

PRING
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on island above monument and in Great Meadows, say ten days.
Saw yesterday in Fitzwilliam from the railroad a pond covered with white lilies uniformly about half the size
of ours!
Saw this evening, behind a picture in R.W.E.’s dining-room, the hoary bat [Aeorestes cinereus]. First heard it
fluttering at dusk, it having hung there all day. Its rear parts covered with a fine hoary down.
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October: A Rhode Island “Copperhead” sympathizer with the Southern slavemasters, critical of the abolitionists, 
wrote: “I consider that from the first, we are the aggressors — We are everlastingly assaulting them from the 
time Hoar was first sent to S Carolina.”

Captain Nathaniel Gordon, who had been caught redhanded engaging in the international slave trade, was 
arraigned before a New-York circuit court on this capital charge equivalent to piracy on the high seas.

DEAD MAN WALKING

This pompous ass of a sea captain could easily have escaped, since he was paying his jailer $50 per day to let 
him roam the streets of New-York during the day — but instead he would choose to sit out his trial procedures, 
since he had complete confidence that nobody would really ever want to burn a white man’s ass merely for 
harming the lives of black people. After all, although what he had done had been a capital crime for two full 
generations of human life, in fact since January 1, 1812, nobody had ever ever ever so much as had their 
fingers slapped!

THE MIDDLE PASSAGE
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Read Henry Thoreau’s Journal for December 1860 (æt. 43)
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 December 1, Saturday: Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: “Report 
of the Secretary of the Navy.” –SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 36 Cong. 2 sess. III. pt. 1, No. 1, pt. 3, pp. 8-9.

In order to rally the diminishing circulation of his magazine All the Year Round, Charles Dickens began a 
serialization of GREAT EXPECTATIONS.
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View Henry Thoreau’s personal working drafts of his surveys courtesy of AT&T and the Concord Free Public 
Library:

http://www.concordlibrary.org/scollect/Thoreau_Surveys/Thoreau_Surveys.htm

(The official copy of this survey of course had become the property of the person or persons who had hired 
this Concord town surveyor to do their surveying work during the 19th Century. Such materials have yet to be 
recovered.)

View this particular personal working draft of a survey in fine detail:

http://www.concordlibrary.org/scollect/Thoreau_Surveys/93b.htm

Luke Fisher Parsons continued in his Kansas diary:

Andrew and Bean got home and brought me a letter from Springdale.

 December 1. P.M.– To Fair Haven Hill.
Yesterday, rain, raising river somewhat. Examined the young hickories on Fair Haven Hill slope to see how old
they are. I sawed off three at two or three inches below the surface, and also higher up. These were about three
feet high. The rings are very hard to discern, but I judge the smallest of them (which is about one inch in
diameter and three feet high) to be seven years old. The other two are probably older, yet not nearly so old as
the pines whose beginning I remember. It therefore must be that these hickories have sprung up from nuts within
seven to twenty-five years past. They are most numerous in openings four or five rods over amid the pines, and
are also found many rods from the pines in the open pasture, and also especially along walls, though yet very
far from other trees of any kind. I infer, therefore, that animals plant them, and perhaps their growing along
walls may be accounted for in part by the fact that the squirrels with nuts oftenest take that road. What is most
remarkable is that they should be planted so often in open land, on a bare hillside, where oaks rarely are. I do
not know of a grove of oaks springing up in this manner,–with broad intervals of bare sward between them, and
away from pines. How is this to be accounted for? Yet I did notice oak seedlings coming up in this manner in
Potter’s open field beyond Bear Garden.
It is wonderful how much these hickories have endured and prevailed over. Though I searched the whole
hillside, not only for the smallest, but the most perpendicular and soundest, each of the three that I sawed off
had died down once at least, years ago. Though it might not betray any scar above ground, on digging I found
it an inch below the surface.
Most of these small ones consist of several stems from one root, and they are often of such fantastic forms and
so diseased that they seem to be wholly dead at a little distance, and yet evidently many of them make erect,
smooth, and sound trees at last, all defects smoothed over or obliterated. Some which have thus died down and
sprung up again are in the form of rude harps and the like. These had great tap-roots considerably larger just
beneath the surface than the stock above, and they were so firmly set in the ground that, though the tree was
scarcely an inch in diameter and you had dug around it to the depth of three or four inches, it was impossible to
pull one up; yet I did not notice any side roots, so high. They are iron trees, so rigid and so firm set are they. It
may be that they are more persistent at the root than oaks, and so at last succeed in becoming trees in these
localities where oaks fail. They may be more persevering. Perhaps, also, cattle do not browse them, but do oaks.
It will be very suggestive to a novice just to go and dig up a dozen seedling oaks and hickories and see what
they have had to contend with. Theirs is like the early career of genius.
Measured a great red maple near the south end of E. Hubbard’s swamp, dividing in two at the ground, the largest
trunk 7 feet and 10 inches at three feet and draped for three or four feet up with the pulmonaria (?) lichen. This
the largest I know. Another is 5 1/2 feet, a third 5 1/4, a fourth in open land just south of turnpike 6 1/6.
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 December 3, Monday: Wendell Phillips and Frederick Douglass, among others, orated at the Tremont Temple 

in Boston, in a meeting chaired by James Redpath and billed as a memorial for John Brown, and there was an 

invasion by a group of rowdy gentlemen. They took over the platform. The Boston police, out of sympathy for 
these indignant gentlemen, closed the meeting and emptied the hall. The abolitionists simply moved down into 
the Negro Church on Joy Street. One account of the evening has it that Lydia Maria Child clapped so hard 
during a speech by Phillips on the topic of freedom of speech that she broke her wedding band. (A week later, 
Douglass would orate on freedom of speech at the Boston Music Hall.) As on other occasions, Franklin 
Benjamin Sanborn, who was exceedingly tall and thus could look over the heads of the people in a crowd, was 
armed and was acting as Phillips’s bodyguard. In the issue of December 15th there would appear in Harper’s 
Weekly: A Journal of Civilization of New-York, an illustration of the breaking up of the meeting, engraved by 
Winslow Homer, entitled: “EXPULSION OF NEGROES AND ABOLITIONISTS FROM TREMONT TEMPLE, BOSTON, 
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MASSACHUSETTS ON DECEMBER 3, 1860”:

Refer to Journal 14:291-2 for an account of a conversation Henry Thoreau had on this evening, defending John 
Brown against Joel W. Walcott’s and Sam Staples’s charge that he “did wrong” by dying.

Henry Thoreau was chilled in Hill, Massachusetts while counting the rings of a hickory stump. –He found that 
the tree had been sixteen inches in diameter at twelve feet above the ground, and had “112 rings distinct, the 
first 50 within five and three quarters inches.”

On this day the new federal Congress convened, and President James Buchanan delivered his “State of the 
Union” annual message:

It is with great satisfaction I communicate the fact that since
the date of my last annual message not a single slave has been
imported into the United States in violation of the laws
prohibiting the African slave trade. This statement is founded
upon a thorough examination and investigation of the subject.
Indeed, the spirit which prevailed some time since among a
portion of our fellow-citizens in favor of this trade seems to
have entirely subsided” (SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 36th Congress,
2d session, I, No. 1, page 24).

Thoreau was being written to by Hobart & Robbins in Boston:

Boston 3d Decr. 1860. 

Ross/Adams
commentary

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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Mr Henry D. Thoreau 
Concord, N.H. 
Dr. Sir
Enclosed are Nine 
Dollars, to pay our order of the 26th. 
Return the enclosed bill receipted. 
Yr’s Resp’y $9.00
Hobart & Robbins. 

December 3: Occasionally, when threading the woods in the fall, you will hear a sound as if some one
had broken a twig, and, looking up, see a jay pecking at an acorn, or you will see a flock of them at once about
it, in the top of an oak, and hear them break them off. They then fly to a suitable limb, and placing the acorn
under one foot, hammer away at it busily, making a sound like a woodpecker’s tapping, looking round from
time to time to see if any foe is approaching, and soon reach the meat, and nibble at it, holding up their heads
to swallow, while they hold the remainder very firmly with their claws. Nevertheless it often drops to the ground
before the bird has done with it. I can confirm what William Bartram wrote to Wilson, the ornithologist, that
“the jay is one of the most useful agents in the economy of nature, for disseminating forest trees and other
nuciferous and hard-seeded vegetables on which they feed. Their chief employment during the autumnal season
is foraging to supply their winter stores. In performing this necessary duty they drop abundance of seed in their
flight over fields, hedges, and by fences, where they alight to deposit them in the post-holes, etc. It is remarkable
what numbers of young trees rise up in fields and pastures after a wet winter and spring. These birds alone are
capable, in a few years’ time, to replant all the cleared lands.”

P.M. – To Hill.3099

The hickory which was blown down by the wall has been cut up into lengths. The end of one some twelve feet
from ground apparently is sixteen inches in diameter and has 112 rings distinct, the first 50 within five and three
quarters inches. The bark is one inch thick.
Measured the three white oaks on the southeast side of hill. The northernmost at three feet is 10 feet in
circumference.
 "  southeasternmost "       "      "  10 1/3 "          "
 "  southwesternmost "       "      "  11 1/2 "          "
I find no young hickories springing up on the open hillside. Yet, if they do so elsewhere, why should they not

3099. On March 22, 1861 Henry Thoreau would confide to Daniel Ricketson that he “took a severe cold about the 3d of December, 
which at length resulted in a kind of bronchitis, so that I have been confined to the house ever since.”

“Downriver,” “To Great Meadow,” and “To Hill” signified a
northward trip down the Concord River below the triple point of
the confluence. After passing through a straight reach aligned
by the local bedrock strike, arched by two bridges, and flanked
by gravel bars of historic sediment that were repeatedly
dredged, he entered the north side of Great Meadow. Bounded by
the site of the Old North Bridge to the southwest and Ball’s
Hill to the northeast, it was two miles long and half a mile
across. When in flood, the meadow was his favorite inland sea
to sail upon because the wind was least impeded and the waves
were highest.

— Professor Robert M. Thorson, THE BOATMAN, page 11
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nscript]
here, where nuts are abundant? But, under and about the hickory which stands near the white oak (under the
north side of the hill), there are many small hickories two to four feet high amid the birches and pines,–the
largest of which birches and pines have been lately cut off.
I am inclined to think now that both oaks and hickories are occasionally planted in open land a rod or two or
more beyond the edge of a pine or other wood, but that the hickory roots are more persistent under these
circumstances and hence oftener succeed there.
As for the planting of acorns, it is to be observed that they do not require to be buried but merely transported
and dropped on the surface in a suitable place. All the sound white oak acorns that I can find have now sent
down their radicle under these circumstances, though, no doubt, far the greatest part of them will be killed this
winter.
Talking with Walcott and Staples to-day, they declared that John Brown did wrong. When I said that I thought
he was right, they agreed in asserting that he did wrong because he threw his life away, and that no man had a
right to undertake anything which he knew would cost him his life. I inquired if Christ did not foresee that he
would be crucified if he preached such doctrines as he did, but they both, though as if it was their only escape,
asserted that they did not believe that he did. Upon which a third party threw in, "You do not think that he had
so much foresight as Brown." Of course, they as good as said that, if Christ had foreseen that he would be
crucified, he would have "backed out." Such are the principles and the logic of the mass of men.
It is to be remembered that by good deeds or words you encourage yourself, who always have need to witness
or hear them.

 December 6, Thursday: Luke Fisher Parsons continued in his Kansas diary:

Bean and Miss Morrison were married this evening.

Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E.Burghardt Du Bois: “African Slave Trade: Message 
from the President ... transmitting ... a report from the Secretary of State in reference to the African slave 
trade.” –HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 36 Cong. 2 sess. IV. No. 7. (Voluminous document, containing 
chiefly correspondence, orders, etc., 1855-1860.)

On this day South Carolinans were electing delegates to attend a “secession convention,” and the convention 
itself would begin in Columbia, South Carolina on December 17th (this convention would vote unanimously, 
169-0, to declare secession from the United States, and then adjourn to Charleston to draft an ordinance of 
secession.

 [THOREAU WOULD MAKE NO ENTRIES IN HIS JOURNAL BETWEEN 
DECEMBER 5th AND DECEMBER 21st]

 December 7, Friday: Luke Fisher Parsons continued in his Kansas diary:

Bishop raised his log house on his claim on Dry Creek.

US CIVIL WAR
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[Tra

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf
http://thoreau.library.ucsb.edu/writings_journals_pdfs/J16TMS32.pdf
http://thoreau.library.ucsb.edu/writings_journals_pdfs/J16f4-f6.pdf


TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY

HDT WHAT? INDEX
The Duchy of Pontecorvo was annexed by the Kingdom of Sardinia.

The American nation read of the capture of the bark Cora on the ocean off the Congo River, with 705 slaves 
aboard.3100

3100. Clearly, there’s a terminology problem here. In an effort to resolve this terminology issue, at the Republican National 
Convention in New York during August 2004 –at which the Republican Party would for four days make an effort to strip from its 
face its mask of hostility to the plight of the downtrodden and reveal its true countenance of benevolent conservatism and concern– 
these people would be sensitively referred to by a Hoosier Republican running for the US Senate as “involuntary immigrants.”

So, perhaps, this is a good point at which to insert a story about involuntary immigrants that has been passed on to us by Ram 
Varmha, a retired IBM engineer whose father had briefly served as Maharaja after the independence of Cochin. He relates the story 
as narrated to him by his paternal grandmother who lived in Thripoonithura, Cochin: “When my grandmother (born 1882) was a 
young girl she would go with the elder ladies of the family to the Pazhayannur Devi Temple in Fort Cochin, next to the Cochin 
Lantha Palace built by the Dutch (Landers = Lantha), which was an early establishment of the Cochin royal family before the 
administration moved to Thripoonithura. My grandmother often told us that in the basement of the Lantha Palace, in a confined 
area, a family of Africans had been kept locked up, as in a zoo! By my Grandmother’s time all the Africans had died. But, some of 
the elder ladies had narrated the story to her of ‘Kappiries’ (Africans) kept in captivity there. It seems visitors would give them fruits 
and bananas. They were well cared for but always kept in confinement. My grandmother did not know all the details but according 
to her, ‘many’ years earlier, a ship having broken its mast drifted into the old Cochin harbor. When the locals climbed aboard, they 
found a crewless ship, but in the hold there were some chained ‘Kappiries’ still alive; others having perished. The locals did not 
know what to do with them. Not understanding their language and finding the Africans in chains, the locals thought that these were 
dangerous to set free. So they herded the poor Africans into the basement of the Cochin Fort, and held them in captivity, for many, 
many years! I have no idea when the initial incident happened, but I presume it took place in the late 1700s or early 1800s. This 
points to the possibility that it was, in fact, a slave ship carrying human cargo from East Africa to either the USA or the West Indies. 
An amazing and rather bizarre story. Incidentally, this is not an ‘old woman's tale’! Its quite reliable. My grandmother would identify 
some of the older ladies who had actually seen the surviving Kappiries.”
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This negrero, this ship engaged in the international slave trade, the Cora, was, it seems, a New-York vessel, 
and its 28-person crew presumably also were New-Yorkers!

This had been, since 1812, a capital offense. Were New-Yorkers going to be hanged by the neck until they were 
dead?

 [THOREAU WOULD MAKE NO ENTRIES IN HIS JOURNAL BETWEEN 
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DECEMBER 5th AND DECEMBER 21st]

 December 12, Wednesday: Luke Fisher Parsons continued in his Kansas diary:

Finished my job for Israel. He is to pay me sixty-two feet of
oak lumber.

In the federal House of Representatives, Mr. John Cochrane proposed an amendment to the United States 
Constitution.

The migration or importation of slaves into the United States
or any of the Territories thereof, from any foreign country, is
hereby prohibited (HOUSE JOURNAL, 36th Congress, 2d session,
pages 61-2; CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 36th Congress, 2d session, page
77).

 [THOREAU WOULD MAKE NO ENTRIES IN HIS JOURNAL BETWEEN 
DECEMBER 5th AND DECEMBER 21st]

 December 17, Monday: Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E.Burghardt Du Bois: 
“Deficiencies of Appropriation, etc.: Letter from the Secretary of the Interior, communicating estimates for 
deficiencies in the appropriation for the suppression of the slave trade, etc.” –HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 
36 Cong. 2 sess. V. No. 11. (Contains names of captured slavers.)

In Columbia, South Carolina, delegates arrived at a “secession convention” (this convention would vote 
unanimously, 169-0, to declare secession from the United States, and then adjourn to Charleston to draft an 
ordinance of secession).

The Kingdom of Sardinia formally annexed the Kingdom of the Two Sicilies.

Luke Fisher Parsons continued in his Kansas diary:

Muir and Crawford went to Leavenworth. Crawford to Illinois.
I staked out the ground for my house on claim [log home on claim
north of town].

THE ACTUAL JOURNAL
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INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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US CIVIL WAR
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When Governor Samuel Medary resigned, George Monroe Beebe became for a brief period the acting 
governor of Kansas.

Henry Thoreau wrote to Louis A. Surette, Jr, the current curator of the Concord Lyceum.

Concord Dec 17th ’60
Mr Surette
Dear Sir
I am very sorry to say that the illness of my mother, who is confined 
to her bed, will prevent her showing to Mr Phillips the attention 
which she desired to– The prospect is also that I shall be kept at 
home Wednesday evening by an influenza– My mother wishes me to 
say, however, that Mrs Brooks will be happy to entertain Mr Phillips 
at her house– Yrs truly
Henry D. Thoreau

 [THOREAU WOULD MAKE NO ENTRIES IN HIS JOURNAL BETWEEN 
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DECEMBER 5th AND DECEMBER 21st]

 December 24, Monday: Barkouf, an opéra-bouffe by Jacques Offenbach to words of Scribe and Boisseaux, 
was performed for the initial time, at the Opéra-Comique, Paris.

“Declaration of the Immediate Causes Which Induce and Justify the Secession of South Carolina.” 
John McQueen wrote to T.T. Cropper and J.R. Crenshaw that:

I have never doubted what Virginia would do when the
alternatives present themselves to her intelligent and gallant
people, to choose between an association with her sisters and
the dominion of a people, who have chosen their leader upon the
single idea that the African is equal to the Anglo-Saxon, and
with the purpose of placing our slaves on equality with
ourselves and our friends of every condition! and if we of South
Carolina have aided in your deliverance from tyranny and
degradation, as you suppose, it will only the more assure us
that we have performed our duty to ourselves and our sisters in
taking the first decided step to preserve an inheritance left
us by an ancestry whose spirit would forbid its being tarnished
by assassins. We, of South Carolina, hope soon to greet you in
a Southern Confederacy, where white men shall rule our
destinies, and from which we may transmit to our posterity the
rights, privileges and honor left us by our ancestors.

The US Senate considered a bill that might more effectively suppress the African slave-trade. This would be 
read twice and then referred to the Senate’s Committee on the Judiciary (where it would vanish without a 
trace).

Mr. Wilson asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to
bring in a bill (Senate, No. 529) for the more effectual
suppression of the slave trade (SENATE JOURNAL, 36th Congress, 2d
session, page 62; CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 36th Congress, 2d session,
page 182).

 [THOREAU MADE NO ENTRIES IN HIS JOURNAL FOR DECEMBER 24/
25]
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The negrero Augusta, in spite of the efforts of officials, was able to start on her slaving voyage (SENATE 
EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 37th Congress, 2d session V, Number 40; New-York Tribune, November 26, 1861).

The negrero Storm King, of Baltimore, landed 650 slaves in Cuba (SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 38th 
Congress, 1st session Number 56, page 3).

 January 7, Monday: Virginia called a special session of its Assembly to consider convening a convention on 
the question of secession.

Florida forces occupied Fort Marion at St. Augustine.

The Constitution of Alabama.

Representative Henry Emerson Etheridge (Whig, Tennessee) offered a resolution to the US House of 
Representatives.

§ 5. The migration or importation of persons held to service or
labor for life, or a term of years, into any of the States, or
the Territories belonging to the United States, is perpetually
prohibited; and Congress shall pass all laws necessary to make
said prohibition effective (CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 36th Congress, 2d
session, page 279).

As the last territorial legislature of Kansas met at Lecompton and adjourned to Lawrence, the Mayor of New-
York, Fernando Wood, a Democrat who well knew the “common sympathy” that existed between the Irish-
American laborers he represented and the landed slaveholders of America with their Southern plantations, 
proposed in effect that the island of Manhattan secede from the continent and no longer consider itself to have 
anything to do with the mainland of the United States of America.

Henry Thoreau was being written to by L.L. & C.H. Smith of New-York.

New York Jany 7 1861 
Mr H.D. Thoreau
Dear Sir, We Enclose herein our note for $100 @ 3 months, 
for last 100 lbs Please be
Respy 
[L.L.H.]  Smith

1861
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 [THOREAU MADE NO ENTRY IN HIS JOURNAL FOR JANUARY 7th]

 January 23, Wednesday: Jefferson Davis was elected a major general in the Mississippi militia.

Representative Morris of Pennsylvania offered to the federal House of Representatives that the United States 
Constitution needed to be amended. He asked (the legislative body would comply) that his proposed 
amendment be printed so that he might at the proper time offer it before the select committee of 33.

Neither Congress nor a Territorial Legislature shall make any
law respecting slavery or involuntary servitude, except as a
punishment for crime; but Congress may pass laws for the
suppression of the African slave trade, and the rendition of
fugitives from service or labor in the States. (CONGRESSIONAL
GLOBE, 36th Congress, 2d session, page 527).

 [THOREAU MADE NO ENTRY IN HIS JOURNAL FOR JANUARY 23d]
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 January 25, Friday: Way back on August 10th, 1860, in the Mozambique Channel, the Sunny South, an 
international slave trader, had been captured by the war steamer HMS Brisk. On board had been discovered a 
cargo of 702 enslaved Africans. At this point this was old news, except that the event culminated on this day 
with the publication of a woodcut of the event by Frank Leslie’ Illustrated Newspaper (it obviously required, 
you see, just one heck of a long time to prepare such journalistic woodcuts). The government ship appears on 
the left, the swift negrero on the right:

 [THOREAU MADE NO ENTRY IN HIS JOURNAL FOR JANUARY 25th]

February 4: Delegates from the seceded states met to establish the Confederate government.

February 8: The convention of seceded states adopted a provisional constitution.

February 9: Jefferson Davis was elected provisional Confederate President.

February 12: The Provisional Confederate Congress established a Peace Commission to prevent war with the United 
States.

February 16: Texas state troops seized the US Arsenal at San Antonio.
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February 18: Jefferson Davis inaugurated as provisional president of the Confederacy.

February 19: Louisiana state troops seized the US paymaster’s office in New Orleans (that was easy).

February 23: President-elect Lincoln arrived in Washington DC.

February 23: Voters in Texas approved a referendum to secede.
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 February 1, Friday: Franz Schubert’s Geburtstagshymne for vocal quartet and piano was performed publicly 
for the initial time, in Weimar.

Texas adopted an Ordinance of Secession and scheduled a referendum for February 23d.

After taking supper several evenings at the Thoreau boardinghouse in Concord since that January 15th, the 
Reverend Thomas Wentworth Higginson of the Secret “Six” conspiracy wrote to Henry James, Sr. reporting 
upon the conversations: “Henry told me that he did not at all understand FBS [Franklin Benjamin Sanborn]. 
Henry said civil disobedience, in the pure form, required staying in place, [it required] a certain willingness to 
suffer the consequence –whatever that might be– of refusing to participate in an immoral act, statue, or 
investigation.”

A new writ of Habeas Corpus was granted by Chief Justice Draper, of the Canadian Court of Common Pleas, 
in the case of John Anderson, addressed to the sheriff and keeper of the jail of the County of Brant, returnable 
on the 8th of the same month.

In the federal House of Representatives on this day, Mr. Kellogg of Illinois offered a proposition that the 
United States Constitution be amended. His proposal would be considered on February 27th, but nothing 
would come of this.
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§ 16. The migration or importation of persons held to service
or involuntary servitude into any State, Territory, or place
within the United States, from any place or country beyond the
limits of the United States or Territories thereof, is forever
prohibited (CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 36th Congress, 2d session, pages
690, 1243, 1259-60).

Jefferson Davis arrived in Vicksburg and left for Brierfield.

On this day the legislature of Texas, unable to sustain the thought that all men had been created equal, was 
voting 166-7 to secede from the United States of America.

Well, the above remark is a cold joke, really, a cold joke based on the reputation that Texas has acquired as a 
state full of braggart idiot nonentities such as George W. Bush. In fact none of the Southern tier of states were 
breaking away in order to protect their peculiar institution of human enslavement. That’s merely a modern 
misapprehension! The president-elect, Abraham Lincoln, had given them assurances that interfering with 
human enslavement was not an item to be found anywhere on his agenda. None of the Southern politicians had 
any reason at all to suspect that Lincoln had any affection for people of color, for in fact, as was well 
understood, he had no such affection. The man was a master of the nigger joke (if you hadn’t known that, it is 
merely that our historians have been sparing you the agony of hearing them). The primary reason for the 
breaking away was that the election had indicated to the states of the Southern agricultural tier very clearly 
that the Northern industrial sector of the nation was increasing in relative influence over the Southern. During 
the first century of the existence of our nation, the most important political fact was that the primary political 
division in the federal government was sectional, between the Northern sector and the Southern sector of the 
country. The Constitution had been drafted in such a manner that the powers of these two sectors were about 
on a par with one another — it was to achieve this rough parity between the industrial North and the 
agricultural South that slavemasters had been granted an extra 3/5ths of a vote for every human being they 
owned. Year after year, shifts in the relative power of the two regions had been being carefully monitored and 
struggled over. This was a sectional issue, a geographical one, an economic one, Northern sector versus 
Southern sector, and so, you see, any and all debates as to the morality of race enslavement pro and con amount 
to a mere “stalking horse.” All of American national politics had for all of the existence of the federal union 
been a delicate balancing act. When Florida had become available, from Spain, Florida could not be brought 
into the union as an addition to the Southern sector until the federal politicians had come up with the idea of 
offering something equivalent to the Northern sector, so that the relative influences of the two sectors could 
be kept in balance within the corridors of power in Washington DC (so, Massachusetts was split into two states, 
Massachusetts and Maine, with the addition of Maine to the Northern sector balancing the addition of Florida 
to the Southern sector). When Texas came in, the whole chunk of territory had been brought in as one 
humongous state rather than breaking it apart into four reasonably sized new states, simply because the relative 
power of the two regions, north versus south, was being so carefully monitored and struggled for. For similar 
reasons, Canada is now an independent nation: Canada retained its independence because nobody could figure 
out how to add Canada to the Northern sector without adding Mexico to the Southern sector (and nobody 
wanted the Mexicans because they were thought of as half-breeds). National politics went on and on like this, 
and it wasn’t ever a struggle over freeing the negroes, but was instead a struggle between two groups of white 
men over which group of white men was going to achieve dominance over the federal establishment in 
Washington. Now hear me, the black people were just a pawn, being moved around the white man’s 
chessboard. So, in the 1860 election, when a northern candidate won rather than the candidate that was in the 
pocket of the Southern sector, they became fearful that the big bad wolf was knocking on the door, that the 
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ACISM
Northern sector had finally won out in this long-term contest for dominance over the federal establishment in 
Washington. It didn’t matter how much Lincoln protested that freeing the slaves was the furthest thing from 
his mind (“Who, lil’ ol’ me?”).

Thus, at our present juncture, the states of the Southern sector were seceding not because the Republican 
election victory posed a threat to enslavement practices –such a threat was not presented by the new 
Republican party platform– but because with the growing industrial power of the North, the agricultural South 
sensed a permanent diminution of its relative influence. It was willing to be part of a 50% versus 50% nation 
but feared having to suck hind tit in a 60% versus 40% nation. It had been all right when Franklin Pierce, a 
Northerner, had been president, because they had all understood that Pierce was a true blue Southerner at heart 
(besides, he was an ineffectual drunkard with the charisma of a door stop). This time, with a Northerner rather 
than a Southerner in control of the White House, the Northern bloc was going to start adding a bunch of free 
states out west, with each free state having two senators to make the Senate ever more and more lopsided — 
and this long stalemate would be irrevocably shattered.

 [THOREAU MADE NO ENTRY IN HIS JOURNAL FOR FEBRUARY 1st]

 February 8, Friday: In Salina, Kansas, Luke Fisher Parsons continued in his diary:

The charity goods were distributed hurly-burly.

Arkansas troops took the federal arsenal at Little Rock.

Delegates from the states of Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi, and South Carolina met in 
Montgomery, Alabama and formed the Confederate States of America.

In Richmond, Virginia, in the Constitution for the Provisional Government of the Confederate States of 
America, not slavery but the further importation of any more negroes from Africa was forbidden:

Article I. Section 7: — 

“1. The importation of African negroes from any foreign country
other than the slave-holding States of the United States, is
hereby forbidden; and Congress are required to pass such laws
as shall effectually prevent the same.

“2. The Congress shall also have power to prohibit the
introduction of slaves from any State not a member of this
Confederacy.” C.S.A. STATUTES AT LARGE, 1861-2, pages 3, 15.3101

3101. As this civil war broke out, Lidian Emerson, who had for a number of years been covering the front gate and gateposts 
of her home with black cloth every 4th of July, announced that she felt “nothing but gladness” because “This is the beginning 
of the end of slavery.”
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 February 8. Coldest day yet; -22° at least (all we can read), at 8 A.M., and, [so far] as I can learn, not
above -6° all day.

 February 19, Tuesday: The train conveying President-elect Abraham Lincoln passed through Westfield, New 
York, where he made a point of meeting Grace Bedell, the little girl who had suggested that he grow a beard. 
The New York World would cover this: “At Westfield an interesting incident occurred. Shortly after his 
nomination Mr. Lincoln had received from that place a letter from a little girl, who urged him, as a means of 
improving his personal appearance, to wear whiskers. Mr. Lincoln at the time replied, stating that although he 
was obliged by the suggestion, he feared his habits of life were too fixed to admit of even so slight a change 
as that which letting his beard grow involved. To-day, on reaching the place, he related the incident, and said 
that if that young lady was in the crowd he should be glad to see her. There was a momentary commotion, in 
the midst of which an old man, struggling through the crowd, approached, leading his daughter, a girl of 
apparently twelve or thirteen years of age, whom he introduced to Mr. Lincoln as his Westfield correspondent. 
Mr. Lincoln stooped down and kissed the child, and talked with her for some minutes. Her advice had not been 
thrown away upon the rugged chieftain. A beard of several months' growth covers (perhaps adorns) the lower 
part of his face. The young girl’s peachy cheek must have been tickled with a stiff whisker, for the growth of 
which she was herself responsible.” Eventually Ms. Bedell would reminisce: “He climbed down and sat down 
with me on the edge of the station platform, ‘Gracie,’ he said, ‘look at my whiskers. I have been growing them 
for you.’ Then he kissed me. I never saw him again.”

On that day the Lincoln family arrived at the Astor House in New-York on their journey to Washington DC 
for his inauguration. An estimated 250,000 people turned out to watch the 11-car procession. At the Astor 
House he met with the editor of the Evening Post, William Cullen Bryant.

To supply deficiencies in the fund hitherto appropriated to carry out the Act of March 3, 1819, and subsequent 
acts, the federal legislature of the United States of America voted the sum of $900,000 (STATUTES AT LARGE, 
XII. 132).

Theodore Tilton (1835-1907) informed Charles Wesley Slack that he could not accept an invitation to speak, 
due to commitments to be of assistance to writers at the Independent.3102

 [THOREAU MADE NO ENTRY IN HIS JOURNAL FOR FEBRUARY 19th]

3102. Stimpert, James. A GUIDE TO THE CORRESPONDENCE IN THE CHARLES WESLEY SLACK MANUSCRIPT 
COLLECTION: 1848-1885. Kent State University, Library, Special Collections
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 March 1, Thursday: In Vienna, Franz Schubert’s singspiel Die Verschworenen to words of Castelli after 
Aristophanes was performed for the initial time, in a concert setting in the Musikvereinsaal. 

An African American, Albert Lee, was hanged in San Francisco, California for having murdered his estranged 
wife Madelaine Delphine Aggie Pullier Lee on July 3d, 1859 after she had refused to reconcile with him. He 
had then attempted suicide. Sheriff of San Francisco Doane oversaw this execution in the jailyard.

Amory Battles wrote from Bangor, Maine to Charles Wesley Slack in Boston, agreeing to speak.3103

The Honorable Henry Flagg French of Boston argued before the Joint Committee of the Legislature of 
Massachusetts on the Petition for the Repeal of “an Act in Relation to the Flowage of the Meadows on Concord 
and Sudbury Rivers” (the Legislature would approve this argument on April 4th).

The Confederate constitution.

Mrs. Varina Davis and children arrived at Montgomery, Alabama and settled in at the First White House of the 
Confederacy.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: The attempt, initiated by the
constitutional fathers, to separate the problem of slavery from
that of the slave-trade had, after a trial of half a century,
signally failed, and for well-defined economic reasons. The
nation had at last come to the parting of the ways, one of which
led to a free-labor system, the other to a slave system fed by
the slave-trade. Both sections of the country naturally
hesitated at the cross-roads: the North clung to the delusion
that a territorially limited system of slavery, without a slave-
trade, was still possible in the South; the South hesitated to
fight for her logical object — slavery and free trade in Negroes
— and, in her moral and economic dilemma, sought to make autonomy
and the Constitution her object. The real line of contention
was, however, fixed by years of development, and was unalterable
by the present whims or wishes of the contestants, no matter how
important or interesting these might be: the triumph of the
North meant free labor; the triumph of the South meant slavery
and the slave-trade.
It is doubtful if many of the Southern leaders ever deceived
themselves by thinking that Southern slavery, as it then was,
could long be maintained without a general or a partial
reopening of the slave-trade. Many had openly declared this a
few years before, and there was no reason for a change of
opinion. Nevertheless, at the outbreak of actual war and
secession, there were powerful and decisive reasons for
relegating the question temporarily to the rear. In the first
place, only by this means could the adherence of important
Border States be secured, without the aid of which secession was
folly. Secondly, while it did no harm to laud the independence
of the South and the kingship of cotton in “stump” speeches and

3103. Stimpert, James. A GUIDE TO THE CORRESPONDENCE IN THE CHARLES WESLEY SLACK MANUSCRIPT COLLECTION: 1848-
1885. Kent State University, Library, Special Collections
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conventions, yet, when it came to actual hostilities, the South
sorely needed the aid of Europe; and this a nation fighting for
slavery and the slave-trade stood poor chance of getting.
Consequently, after attacking the slave-trade laws for a decade,
and their execution for a quarter-century, we find the Southern
leaders inserting, in both the provisional and the permanent
Constitutions of the Confederate States, the following article:
— 
The importation of negroes of the African race, from any foreign
country other than the slaveholding States or Territories of the
United States of America, is hereby forbidden; and Congress is
required to pass such laws as shall effectually prevent the
same.
Congress shall also have power to prohibit the introduction of
slaves from any State not a member of, or Territory not belonging
to, this Confederacy.3104

The attitude of the Confederate government toward this article
is best illustrated by its circular of instructions to its
foreign ministers: — 
It has been suggested to this Government, from a source of
unquestioned authenticity, that, after the recognition of our
independence by the European Powers, an expectation is generally
entertained by them that in our treaties of amity and commerce
a clause will be introduced making stipulations against the
African slave trade. It is even thought that neutral Powers may
be inclined to insist upon the insertion of such a clause as a
sine qua non.
You are well aware how firmly fixed in our Constitution is the
policy of this Confederacy against the opening of that trade,
but we are informed that false and insidious suggestions have
been made by the agents of the United States at European Courts
of our intention to change our constitution as soon as peace is
restored, and of authorizing the importation of slaves from
Africa. If, therefore, you should find, in your intercourse with
the Cabinet to which you are accredited, that any such
impressions are entertained, you will use every proper effort
to remove them, and if an attempt is made to introduce into any
treaty which you may be charged with negotiating stipulations
on the subject just mentioned, you will assume, in behalf of
your Government, the position which, under the direction of the
President, I now proceed to develop.
The Constitution of the Confederate States is an agreement made
between independent States. By its terms all the powers of
Government are separated into classes as follows, viz.: — 

1st. Such powers as the States delegate to the General
Government.

2d. Such powers as the States agree to refrain from exercising,
although they do not delegate them to the General Government.

3d. Such powers as the States, without delegating them to the
General Government, thought proper to exercise by direct
agreement between themselves contained in the Constitution.

3104. CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA STATUTES AT LARGE, 1861, page 15, Constitution, Art. 1, sect. 9, §§ 1, 2.
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4th. All remaining powers of sovereignty, which not being
delegated to the Confederate States by the Constitution nor
prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the States
respectively, or to the people thereof.... Especially in
relation to the importation of African negroes was it deemed
important by the States that no power to permit it should exist
in the Confederate Government.... It will thus be seen that no
power is delegated to the Confederate Government over this
subject, but that it is included in the third class above
referred to, of powers exercised directly by the States.... This
Government unequivocally and absolutely denies its possession
of any power whatever over the subject, and cannot entertain any
proposition in relation to it.... The policy of the Confederacy
is as fixed and immutable on this subject as the imperfection
of human nature permits human resolve to be. No additional
agreements, treaties, or stipulations can commit these States
to the prohibition of the African slave trade with more binding
efficacy than those they have themselves devised. A just and
generous confidence in their good faith on this subject
exhibited by friendly Powers will be far more efficacious than
persistent efforts to induce this Government to assume the
exercise of powers which it does not possess.... We trust,
therefore, that no unnecessary discussions on this matter will
be introduced into your negotiations. If, unfortunately, this
reliance should prove ill-founded, you will decline continuing
negotiations on your side, and transfer them to us at
home....3105

This attitude of the conservative leaders of the South, if it
meant anything, meant that individual State action could, when
it pleased, reopen the slave-trade. The radicals were, of
course, not satisfied with any veiling of the ulterior purpose
of the new slave republic, and attacked the constitutional
provision violently. “If,” said one, “the clause be carried into
the permanent government, our whole movement is defeated. It
will abolitionize the Border Slave States — it will brand our
institution. Slavery cannot share a government with Democracy,
— it cannot bear a brand upon it; thence another revolution ...
having achieved one revolution to escape democracy at the North,
it must still achieve another to escape it at the South. That it
will ultimately triumph none can doubt.”3106

 [THOREAU MADE NO ENTRY IN HIS JOURNAL FOR MARCH 1st]

3105. From an intercepted circular dispatch from J.P. Benjamin, “Secretary of State,” addressed in this particular instance to Hon. 
L.Q.C. Lamar, “Commissioner, etc., St. Petersburg, Russia,” and dated Richmond, Jan. 15, 1863; published in the National 
Intelligencer, March 31, 1863; cf. also the issues of Feb. 19, 1861, April 2, 3, 25, 1863; also published in the pamphlet, THE AFRICAN 
SLAVE-TRADE: THE SECRET PURPOSE, etc. The editors vouch for its authenticity, and state it to be in Benjamin’s own handwriting.
3106. L.W. Spratt of South Carolina, in the Southern Literary Messenger, June, 1861, XXXII. 414, 420. Cf. also the Charleston 
Mercury, Feb. 13, 1861, and the National Intelligencer, Feb. 19, 1861.
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March 3 [Feb. 19, Old Style], 1861 Alexander II, who had become Tsar during the Russian defeat known as the 
Crimean War, had come to consider that only a thorough reform of Russia’s antiquated social structure could 
project his backward nation onto the same playing field as the Western powers. His “Emancipation Manifesto” 
accompanied 17 legislative acts that freed the serfs of the Russian Empire, collectively termed Polozheniya o 
Krestyanakh Vykhodyashchikh iz Krepostnoy Zavisimosty (Statutes Concerning Peasants Leaving Serf 
Dependence). He had during April 1856 revealed his intention during a speech to a group of noblemen. During 
the following January he had set up a secret committee, composed primarily of conservative landowners, to 
plot the detailed procedure for this massive change. The committee had of course failed to draw pertinent 
conclusions, and this led him during December 1857 to publicly authorize the formation of provincial 
committees of noblemen that would formulate plans for emancipating the serfs. By the end of 1859 these 
committees had reported their proposals to “editorial commissions,” which during October 1860 had evaluated 
them and drafted preliminary statutes for emancipation. During January 1861 these had been revised by the 
Chief Committee (what was left of the original secret committee) and by the State Council. On this date these 
ukases were signed by Tsar Alexander II (they would be published on March 5th). The serfs were immediately 
granted personal liberties and promised land, but such ukases of course satisfied no one — least of all the 
peasants. The process by which the freed serfs were to acquire their land would obviously be slow, complex, 
and expensive. They would need to continue to serve their landlords while the land was being inventoried and 
land allotments calculated, and loan disbursements calculated. This new class of peasants would be obligated 
to spend the following 49 years “redeeming” their land allotments from the landlords and making “redemption 
repayments” to the government. It would not be until 1881 that some 85% of the peasants would be in actual 
possession of their land, and in that year such redemption would be made compulsory. The serfs would 
meanwhile, naturally, be busy at making babies, and this population growth would render it increasingly 
impossible for rural laborers to get by economically until the Revolution of 1905, during which the 
government would be forced to terminated the repayments.

 March 2, Friday: Our federal Congress created a Territory of Nevada.

Franklin Benjamin Sanborn proposed to Edith Emerson, who declined.

To carry out the Act of March 3, 1819, and subsequent acts, and to provide compensation for district attorneys 
and marshals, over the following budget year, the federal government of the United States of America 
authorized the sum of $900,000 (STATUTES AT LARGE, XII. 218-9).

This was the day before Russia emancipated its serfs and the day before the Republicans took over the 
executive branch of the US federal government. On this day, the Vice President, John C. Breckinridge, as 
President of the Senate, and William Pennington, Speaker of the House of Representatives, signed a joint 
resolution that had been prepared by the 36th Congress, and sent it out to the state governments for their 
consideration. President James Buchanan added his signature to the document — even though the Supreme 
Court had decided in 1798 that no President has anything at all to do either with the proposing of amendments 
to the US Constitution, or with their adoption. The joint resolution was to enact a 13th Amendment to the US 
Constitution guaranteeing and preserving the existence of human slavery forever in America, as follows:

 JOINT RESOLUTION.

Thirty Sixth Congress of the United States, at the second Session, 
begun and held at the city of Washington in the District of Columbia, on 
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Monday, the third day of December, one thousand eight hundred and sixty.

—————

JOINT RESOLUTION TO AMEND THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES.

Resolved, By the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States, of America in Congress assembled, that the following article be 
proposed to the Legislatures of the several States as an amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States, which, when ratified by three-fourths 
of said Legislatures, shall be valid, to all intents and purposes, as part 
of the said Constitution, viz:

ARTICLE XIII.

 No amendment shall be made to the Constitution which will authorize or 
give to Congress the power to abolish or interfere, within any State, with 
the domestic institutions thereof, including that of persons held to labor 
or service by the laws of said State.

(We may note that the language here differs remarkably from the language of the 13th Amendment which 
would be approved and enacted at the end of the civil war. In this early version of the amendment, the 
pro-slavery version, the terms which had never received use or definition in federal law or legislation, to wit, 
“slave,” “slavery,” and “enslavement,” do not appear, but instead, what appears is the terminology for which 
there was precedent in the federal fugitive slave laws, to wit, “persons held to labor or service.” This 
amendment –had it been approved and enacted, which as we know would not ever happen– would have been 
legally effective in preventing interference by the federal government with the peculiar institution of human 
enslavement. The federal courts would have had a way to know who was and who was not one of these 
“persons held to labor or service.” The actual 13th Amendment which would eventually be passed, however, 
would make no use of this very clear locution “persons held to labor or service,” but would instead use the 
legally undefined term “slavery” and “involuntary servitude,” which could not become effective as federal 
legal concepts until they had received federal legal definition through subsequent federal criminal legislation.)

 [THOREAU MADE NO ENTRY IN HIS JOURNAL FOR MARCH 2d]

THE ACTUAL JOURNAL
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March 11, Monday: The 1st public mental hospital in Texas, the State Lunatic Asylum in Austin, was created on the 
basis of proceeds from the sale of 100,000 acres of public land. The facility would become Austin State 
Hospital.3107

In the Constitution for the Provisional Government of the Confederate States of America, the importation of 
African negroes had been forbidden. At this point the prohibition was rephrased so that it would apply not to 
“African negroes” but instead to “negroes of the African race.”3108

Article I. Section 7: — 

1. The importation of negroes of the African race from any
foreign country other than the slave-holding States of the
United States, is hereby forbidden; and Congress are required
to pass such laws as shall effectually prevent the same.

 March 11. C. says that Walden is almost entirely open to-day, so that the lines on my map would not
strike any ice, but that there is ice in the deep cove. It will be open then the 12th or 13th. This is earlier than I
ever knew it to open. Fair Haven was solid ice two or three days ago, and probably is still, and Goose Pond is
to-day all ice. Why, then, should Walden have broken up thus early? for it froze over early and the winter was
steadily cold up to February at least. I think it must have been because the ice was uncommonly covered with
snow, just as the earth was, and so, as there was little or no frost in the earth, the ice also was thin, and it did not
increase upward with snow ice as much as usual because there was no thaw or rain at all till February 2d, and
then very little. According to all accounts there has been no skating on Walden the past winter on account of the
snow. It was unusually covered with snow. This shows how many things are to be taken into account in judging
of such a pond. I have not been able to go to the pond the past winter. I infer that, if it has broken up thus early,
it must be because the ice was thin, and that it was thin not for want of cold generally, but because of the
abundance of snow which lay on it.
The water is now high on the meadows and there is no ice there, owing to the recent heavy rains. Yet C. thinks
it has been higher a few weeks since.
C. observes where mice (?) have gnawed the pitch pines the past winter. Is not this a phenomenon of a winter
of deep snow only? as that when I lived at Walden, — a hard winter for them. I do not commonly observe it on
a large scale.
My Aunt Sophia, now in her eightieth year, says that when she was a little girl my grandmother, who lived in
Keene, N. H., eighty miles from Boston, went to Nova Scotia, and, in spite of all she could do, her dog Bob, a
little black dog with his tail cut off, followed her to Boston, where she went aboard a vessel. Directly after,
however, Bob returned to Keene. One day, Bob, lying as usual under his mistress’s bed in Keene, the window
being open, heard a dog bark in the street, and instantly, forgetting that he was in the second story, he sprang up
and jumped out the chamber window. He came down squarely on all fours, but it surprised or shocked him so
that he did not run an inch, — which greatly amused the children, — my mother and aunts.
The seed of the willow is exceedingly minute, — as I measure, from one twentieth to one twelfth of an inch in
length by one fourth as much in width, — and is surrounded at base by a tuft of cotton-like hairs about one fourth
of an inch long rising around and above it, forming a kind of parachute. These render it the most buoyant of the
seeds of any of our trees, and it is borne the furthest horizontally with the least wind. It falls very slowly even
in the still air of a chamber, and rapidly ascends over a stove. It floats the most like a mote of any, — in a
meandering manner, — and, being enveloped in this tuft of cotton, the seed is hard to detect.
Each of the numerous little pods, more or less ovate and beaked, which form the fertile catkin is closely packed
with down and seeds. At maturity these pods open their beaks, which curve back, and gradually discharge their
burden like the milkweed. It would take a delicate gin indeed to separate these seeds from their cotton.
If you lay bare any spot in our woods, however sandy, — as by a railroad cut, — no shrub or tree is surer to

3107. Street, W.R. A CHRONOLOGY OF NOTEWORTHY EVENTS IN AMERICAN PSYCHOLOGY. Washington DC: American 
Psychological Association, 1994
3108. If you think you have some idea what distinction it was they were driving at, in this change from “African negroes” to 
“negroes of the African race” — please do let me know.
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plant itself there sooner or later than a willow (commonly S. humilis or tristis) or poplar.
We have many kinds, but each is confined to its own habitat. I am not aware that the S. nigra has ever strayed
from the river’s brink. Though many of the S. alba have been set along our causeways, very few have sprung
up and maintained their ground elsewhere.
The principal habitat of most of our species, such as love the water, is the river’s bank and the adjacent river
meadows, and when certain kinds spring up in an inland meadow where they were not known before, I feel
pretty certain that they come from the river meadows. I have but little doubt that the seed of four of those that
grow along the railroad causeway was blown from the river meadows, viz. S. pedicellaris, lucida, Torreyana,
and petiolaris.
The barren and fertile flowers are usually on separate plants. I observe [?] that the greater part of the white
willows set out on our causeways are sterile ones. You can easily distinguish the fertile ones at a distance when
the pods are bursting. And it is said that no sterile weeping willows have been introduced into this country, so
that it cannot be raised from the seed. Of two of the indigenous willows common along the brink of our river I
have detected but one sex.
The seeds of the willow thus annually fill the air with their lint, being wafted to all parts of the country, and,
though apparently not more than one in many millions gets to be a shrub, yet so lavish and persevering is Nature
that her purpose is completely answered.

 May 2, Thursday: President Abraham Lincoln called for the enlistment of 18,000 additional seamen.

In Minnesota, the St. Paul Press reported troop movements:

[THOREAU MADE NO ENTRY IN HIS JOURNAL FOR MAY 2d]

On 27 April, the fresh Goodhue County recruits, most of
them of Scandinavian descent, were seen off by a large,
enthusiastic crowd. A brass band made the trip with
them, and when they reached the capital, according to
the St. Paul Press, “an immense crowd of citizens were
at the levee to welcome their arrival, and as the
companies filed through the streets to their quarters,
the sidewalks were lined with ladies and gentlemen,
who kept up a continuous cheer as the brave vounteers
passed along. The ranks returned the salutations with
hearty goodwill. The Red Wing brass band … added
materially to the enthusiasm of the occasion.
The company is more than full, and composed of the
very bone and sinew of the stalwart farmers of
Goodhue county.”
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The President unified the work of suppression of American participation in the international slave trade by 
entrusting the entirety of this problem to Caleb B. Smith, his Secretary of the Interior.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: In the North, with all the hesitation
in many matters, there existed unanimity in regard to the slave-
trade; and the new Lincoln government ushered in the new policy
of uncompromising suppression by hanging the first American
slave-trader who ever suffered the extreme penalty of the
law.3109 One of the earliest acts of President Lincoln was a step
which had been necessary since 1808, but had never been taken,
viz., the unification of the whole work of suppression into the
hands of one responsible department. By an order, dated May 2,
1861, Caleb B. Smith, Secretary of the Interior, was charged
with the execution of the slave-trade laws,3110 and he
immediately began energetic work. Early in 1861, as soon as the
withdrawal of the Southern members untied the hands of Congress,
two appropriations of $900,000 each were made to suppress the
slave trade, the first appropriations commensurate with the
vastness of the task. These were followed by four appropriations
of $17,000 each in the years 1863 to 1867, and two of $12,500
each in 1868 and 1869.3111 The first work of the new secretary
was to obtain a corps of efficient assistants. To this end, he
assembled all the marshals of the loyal seaboard States at New
York, and gave them instruction and opportunity to inspect
actual slavers. Congress also, for the first time, offered them
proper compensation.3112 The next six months showed the effect
of this policy in the fact that five vessels were seized and
condemned, and four slave-traders were convicted and suffered
the penalty of their crimes. “This is probably the largest
number [of convictions] ever obtained, and certainly the only
ones for many years.”3113

Meantime the government opened negotiations with Great Britain,
and the treaty of 1862 was signed June 7, and carried out by Act
of Congress, July 11.3114 Specially commissioned war vessels of

3109. Captain Gordon of the slaver “Erie;” condemned in the U.S. District Court for Southern New York in 1862. Cf. SENATE 
EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 37th Congress, 2d session, I. No. 1, page 13.
3110. SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 37th Congress, 2d session, I. No. 1, pages 453-4.
3111. STATUTES AT LARGE, XII. 132, 219, 639; XIII. 424; XIV. 226, 415; XV. 58, 321. The sum of $250,000 was also appropriated 
to return the slaves on the “Wildfire”: STATUTES AT LARGE, XII. 40-41.
3112. STATUTES AT LARGE, XII. 368-9.
3113. SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 37th Congress, 2d session, I. No. 1, pages 453-4.
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either government were by this agreement authorized to search
merchant vessels on the high seas and specified coasts, and if
they were found to be slavers, or, on account of their
construction or equipment, were suspected to be such, they were
to be sent for condemnation to one of the mixed courts
established at New York, Sierra Leone, and the Cape of Good Hope.
These courts, consisting of one judge and one arbitrator on the
part of each government, were to judge the facts without appeal,
and upon condemnation by them, the culprits were to be punished
according to the laws of their respective countries. The area
in which this Right of Search could be exercised was somewhat
enlarged by an additional article to the treaty, signed in 1863.
In 1870 the mixed courts were abolished, but the main part of
the treaty was left in force. The Act of July 17, 1862, enabled
the President to contract with foreign governments for the
apprenticing of recaptured Africans in the West Indies,3115 and
in 1864 the coastwise slave-trade was forever prohibited.3116 By
these measures the trade was soon checked, and before the end
of the war entirely suppressed.3117 The vigilance of the
government, however, was not checked, and as late as 1866 a
squadron of ten ships, with one hundred and thirteen guns,
patrolled the slave coast.3118 Finally, the Thirteenth Amendment
legally confirmed what the war had already accomplished, and
slavery and the slave-trade fell at one blow.3119

3114. STATUTES AT LARGE, XII, page 531.
3115. For a time not exceeding five years: STATUTES AT LARGE, XII, pages 592-3.
3116. By section 9 of an appropriation act for civil expenses, July 2, 1864: STATUTES AT LARGE, XIII. 353.
3117. British officers attested this: DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENCE, 1862, page 285.
3118. REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY, 1866; HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 39th Congress, 2d session, IV. page 12.
3119. There were some later attempts to legislate. Sumner tried to repeal the Act of 1803: CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 41 Congress, 
2d session, pages 2894, 2932, 4953, 5594. Banks introduced a bill to prohibit Americans owning or dealing in slaves abroad: HOUSE 
JOURNAL, 42d Congress, 2d session, page 48. For the legislation of the Confederate States, cf. Mason, VETO POWER, 2d ed., 
Appendix C, No. 1.
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June 18, Tuesday: The case of Captain Nathaniel Gordon, accused of having engaged in the international slave trade 
under the capital federal ordinance of May 15, 1820, went to trial in New-York.

RACE SLAVERY
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June 21, Friday: In New-York, in the case of Captain Nathaniel Gordon, accused of having engaged in the international 
slave trade in violation of the capital federal ordinance of May 15, 1820, the jury was not one of those Southern 
“white man, good man, not guilty” juries, and the evidence was incontrovertible — but nevertheless this jury 
deadlocked.3120

3120. As, we may suppose, a cautious and informed jury of one’s peers should balk under such suspicious circumstances! After all, 
this law had been on the books since 1820 and obviously a whole lot of this sort of conduct had been taking place for like four 
decades, and nobody had ever ever gotten hanged, ever ever ever — so what could that old law amount to other than a dead letter, 
and what could the present case amount to other than unjust because selective prosecution?

RACE SLAVERY

The exception that probes the rule?
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Our national birthday, Thursday the 4th of July: Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. 
Burghardt Du Bois: “Report of the Secretary of the Navy.” –SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 37 Cong. 1 sess. 
No. 1, pp. 92, 97.

A return letter informed Giuseppe Garibaldi, in Italy, that the emancipation of the American negroes was 
“not the intention of the Federal Government” because “to throw at once upon that country in looseness, four 
millions of slaves” would create “a dreadful calamity.”3121 What a singularly inappropriate letter for the US 
government to initiate upon the anniversary of its birth as a land of freedom! Further negotiations were 
entrusted to Henry Shelton Sanford and George Perkins Marsh, experienced senior diplomats — exactly as if 
we supposed there to remain some basis for further negotiations with a gentleman of honor such as Garibaldi.

3121. In fact President Abraham Lincoln’s own attitude toward an Emancipation Proclamation was that it was, if it was anything, 
a mere military tactic of last resort. He would become famous in American history as “The Great Emancipator” not because of any 
affection for the American negro but only after the course of events had caused him to begin to muse in desperation that “Things 
have gone from bad to worse ... until I felt that we had played our last card, and must change our tactics or lose the game!” Never 
was a man more reluctant to do the right.
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Galusha A. Grow became the only Speaker of the House of Representatives ever to be elected and take office 
on the 4th of July.

An artillery salute of 15 guns was fired at Camp Jackson near Pigs Point, Virginia, in honor of the 15 states 
that had declared or were declaring their independence from the US federal government in Washington DC.

Maria Mason Tabb Hubard wrote in her diary:

In Charleston, South Carolina, blockading Federal ships fired a salute at sunrise, which was answered by 
Confederate artillery salutes from Forts Moultrie and Sumter.

In Washington DC, 29 New York regiments passed in review before the President at the White House.

In a speech sent over from the White House to the two houses of the US Congress, President Abraham Lincoln 
defended himself against the accusation that by suspending the basic right of habeas corpus he had violated 
his oath of office “to take care that the laws be faithfully executed,” by inquiring whether “all the laws, but 
one, [are] to go unexecuted, and the Government itself go to pieces, lest that one be violated?”

He sought to justify the newly begun Civil War by the same argument that slavemasters used in the controversy 
over manumission without fair compensation to the slave’s “present owner,” who had “bought the slave fair 
and square,” for the loss of his “pecuniary investment”: “The nation purchased, with money, the countries out 
of which several of these [confederate] states were formed. Is it just that they shall go off without leave, and 
without refunding? The nation paid very large sums (in the aggregate, I believe, nearly a hundred millions) to 
relieve Florida of the aboriginal tribes. Is it just that she shall now be off without consent, or without making 
any return?”

In Baltimore citizens presented a “splendid silk national flag, regimental size,” to the 6th Massachusetts 
Regiment.

Governor John A. Andrew of Massachusetts was celebrating this national holiday with the 1st Massachusetts 
Regiment at Camp Banks near Georgetown.

At the annual abolitionist picnic at Harmony Grove in Framingham, Massachusetts, William Lloyd Garrison, 

On yesterday July the 3rd heard of another shocking accident 
from the manufacturing of fulminating powder for percussion 
caps, the second death that has occurred in [from it — this is 
crossed out] this city from the same cause, poor young Laidley 
was the last victim, having an arm & his head blown off causing 
instant death! oh how shocking! and what a warning to all who 
handle any explosive, or igniting powder, and I am in constant 
dread of my precious Husband being injured during some of his 
chemical experiments.

ROGER BROOKE TANEY
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Wendell Phillips, and Stephen Symonds Foster spoke.

This was Nathaniel Hawthorne’s 57th birthday.

Manning their line outside Alexandria VA, the white boys of the 1st Minnesota ate a local delicacy, crab, 
and were able to witness the skyrockets and other fireworks over the national capitol, and they had a peculiar 
celebration of their own:

John Rollin Ridge (Chee-squa-ta-law-ny, “Yellow Bird”) –whose “throbbing bosom” throbbed decidedly in 
accord with the “fervent spirits” of the slaveholding white secessionists of the Southern states– read a lengthy 
and somewhat ambiguous 4th-of-July poem at the Metropolitan Theatre in San Francisco that declared that the 
people who had incited this Civil War were traitors (I believe I’ve mentioned somewhere, that his attitudes 
were complex ones):

All hail, the fairest, greatest, best of days! 
With heaving hearts, and tongues attuned to praise. 
Behold, what thousands at thy coming throng, 
With bannered pomp, with eloquence and song. 

CELEBRATING OUR B-DAY

We had a grand burlesque Indian War Dance, executed in a style which would do
justice to any set of savages wherever congregated.
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Upon her path impulsive bounds the earth, 
As conscious of her deed of grandest birth; 
And Time’s Recorder, standing in the sun, 
To count the orbic periods as they run, 
Re-notes the chiefest hour of all the age, 
And finds new glory on his blazing page. 
Oh, well this day may throbbing bosoms beat, 
And fervent spirits feel divinest heat, 
And young and old, with willing steps and free, 
And voices glad as waves of summery sea, 
Come forth from cottage and from hail, to fling 
On Freedom’s shrine the tributes that they bring! 

Well might the theme the meanest muse inspire, 
To sweep the willing chords with hand of fire, 
For, burning in the firmament of fame, 
Each name renowned pours down its flood of flame, 
And deeds come crowding in the path of years, 
Till all the Past in one grand scene appears; 
And standing midst the wondrous days of old, 
We seem, with unvailed vision to behold 
What Kings with trembling and with awe surveyed, 
The deep foundations of an empire laid. 
With Adams and with Washington we see 
The growing of the shadowed prophecy, 
And watch, elate, the pillared structure rise, 
Till, crowned with stars, and domed amid the skies, 
It fronts the Nations in its strength and, lo! 
Amidst the rapture of the hour aglow, 
From yonder far-seen Heaven’s supremest heights 
Descendeth IMMORTALITY, and writes 
Her name upon its constellated brow! 
Long years, or bright or dark that tower has stood—
Full many a siege has braved of fire and flood; 
Contending factions sweeping at its base at will, 
The storms have cleared and left it glorious still. 
Through night and darkness has its beacon light 
Still shone upon the nation’s wondering sight; 
And when they looked to see its proud dome bend, 
And midst the blackening gloom and wreck descend, 
It rose, emerging from the tempest’s shock, 
Like Chimborazo’s condor-nesting rock! 

But in our dome the eagle builds its nest, 
And with our banner flies with armored breast; 
Yet, crawling round those pillars white, we’ve seen 
Beneath his perch, those meaner things unclean; 
That hissing wind where demigods have trod! 
They’ve slimed Mount Vernon’s consecrated sod. 
In all the nation’s highways still we meet 
Their coiling shapes, and in the august seat, 
Where sat a Washington, but late we found 
The meanest reptile of them all inwound. 
But now these slimier things their tasks have done, 
And in their stead comes forth the monster one, 
Their many-headed sire! Yea, Treason rears 
Aloft his snaky front, and impious, dares 
The high and holy place, where sits enthroned 
Our country’s Genius, with her armies zoned. 
Black rolls the cloud o’er friend and foe alike—
But whom, whom shall the bolts of vengeance strike? 
Methinks the starry banner that had braved 
The regal mistress of the deep, has waved 
Where Cortez’ banners soared; with victory blest, 
Has rippled in the breezes of the west; 
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In northern hurricane has tost, and known 
But triumph in its march from zone to zone, 
Shall never sink before you rebel crew—
Shall never bow, vile traitors, unto you! 

Ah, would those tongues could speak which now are dumb! 
For, lo! the evil days have on us come, 
And heroes, patriots stand appalled to see 
In hands untried the nation’s destiny. 
Good men and true there are-strong men and bold; 
But not, oh, not the mighty men of old! 
’Twas not till Jackson’s heart was dust; till Day 
To Night had given the electric brain of Clay; 
Till God-like Webster’s all imperial mind, 
From its vast sphere of living light declined, 
That Treason, scourged into his den, did dare 
Again come forth to foul the shrinking air, 
And blot the face of Freedom’s soil with births 
That Hell shall own too monstrous for the earth’s. 
And he who stood those men of strength beside, 
In heart and brain and breadth of soul allied, 
The statesman of a younger time, but tried 
In days his elders might have shrunk to see—
The gallant, glorious Douglas, where is he? 
The hosts that rallied to his battle cry, 
And deemed such power was never made to die, 
Now weep above the spot whose sods enfold 
The man of might this orb shall seldom mould. 
He died too soon, but other souls sublime 
Shall spring perchance, from out this troublous time. 
And, seizing from each silent chieftain’s grave 
The drooping, mourning standards of the brave, 
Their folds unfurl and bear them to the field 
Where free-born patriots die but never yield. 

God of our fathers, grant that such there be! 
And round them pour the millions of the free. 
Let voice to voice, and hand to hand, and soul 
To soul, give answer, and combine, as roll 
The waves unto the marching winds that sweep 
Cloud-bannered, thunder-armed, upon the deep. 
In peace or war still let our Nation stand—
Fair Liberty still haunt her native land, 
And long, long after we have sunk to dust, 
And crowns and kingdoms failed, as fail they must, 
And Treason, spreading wide its serpent toils 
Has died, self-stung in its own coils—
This frame gigantic of our Nation’s might, 
Shall loom upon the world’s enraptured sight, 
Still bearing on its broad, majestic brow, 
ESTO PERPETUA —Eternal be, as now. 
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October 12, Saturday: The Confederate ironclad Manassas rammed the USS Richmond and the USS Vincennes near 
the mouth of the Mississippi.

Two movements from an incomplete symphony by Georges Bizet were performed for the initial time at the 
Institute, Paris. They were part of Bizet’s submission to the Institute.

The Catholic Archbishop of New-York, John Hughes, placed an editorial he himself had written in his “official 
organ,” the Metropolitan Record. The article declared that although American Catholics would fight to 
preserve the federal union, they were not going to fight to end human enslavement. Human enslavement 
existed by virtue of “Divine permission of God’s providence.” Not only was God in favor of slavery, God was 
in favor of the international slave trade, a trade in human beings which was no “moral transgression of the law 
of God.” To the contrary, the good Archbishop pointed out, God wants us to be “humane masters” and God 
wants us to “take care of these unfortunate people.” Theologically, Hughes considered himself to be on very 
safe ground, as his God was a God who had condemned men to live by the sweat of their brow on account of 
the original sin of their ancestor Adam despite the fact that they themselves “had no part in the commission of 
original sin.” How could a God who very generally punished children for the sins of their parents be opposed 
in particular to the condition of enslavement being passed on from owned black parents to owned black 
children?

November 6, Wednesday: The heir to the Portuguese throne, Prince Dom Fernando, died.

James “Doc” Naismith, who would become the inventor of the game of basketball, was born in Canada (he 
would be orphaned when his parents died of typhoid).

An election in the Confederate States of America confirmed that Jefferson Davis was to be the President and 
Alexander Stephens the Vice-President, for 6-year terms.

In New-York, Captain Nathaniel Gordon was again prosecuted for having engaged in the international slave 
trade in violation of the capital federal ordinance of May 15, 1820, with a new jury replacing the deadlocked 
one, and with additional evidence.3122

3122. The principle of double jeopardy would not apply in a case such as this one, since in the previous trial there had been merely 
a jury deadlock rather than a verdict of acquittal.

RISH

SPORTS

US CIVIL WAR

RACE SLAVERY
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November 30, Saturday: In New-York, Captain Nathaniel Gordon was convicted of the capital offense of having 
engaged in the international slave trade off the coast of Africa in violation of the capital federal ordinance of 
May 15, 1820, and was condemned to be hanged as a pirate:

(Mmmm, this looks dreadfully like the end of the road, doesn’t it? –Sentenced to be hanged by the neck until 
you are dead dead dead? Actually, our nation had gotten itself into this situation a number of times before, and 
in each and every instance the problem been dealt with by means of a straightforward and automatic 
Presidential pardon. –So, you might suppose that the arrogant and selfrighteous Captain Gordon would have 
been in fear of his life at this point, but if you suppose that, you might be in error.)

UNITED STATES v.GORDON. 25 F.Cas. 1364
Circuit Court, S. D. New York.
Nov. 8, 1861; Nov. 30, 1861.

This was an indictment against the defendant [Nathaniel Gordon],
under the 5th section of the act of May 15, 1820 (3 Stat. 601),
for forcibly confining and detaining, on the 8th of August,
1860, on waters within the admiralty and maritime jurisdiction
of the United States, and within the jurisdiction of this court,
and out of the limits of any state or district, on board of the
ship Erie, owned wholly or in part, or navigated for, or in behalf
of, a citizen or citizens of the United States, certain negroes,
not having been held to service by the laws of either of the

Oops, my bad
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states or territories of the United States, with intent to make
such negroes slaves, he being, at the time of the commission of
the crime, one of the ship’s company of the ship, and a citizen
of the United States, and the Southern district of New York being
the district in which he was apprehended and into which he was
first brought. The trial took place before NELSON, Circuit
Justice, and SHIPMAN, District Judge, and a jury.

E. Delafield Smith, Dist. Atty., for the United States.
Gilbert Dean, for defendant.

NELSON, Circuit Justice (charging jury).

The 5th section of the act of May 15, 1820, under which the
prisoner is indicted, provides, “that if any citizen of the
United States, being of the crew or ship’s company of any foreign
ship or vessel engaged in the slave trade, or any person
whatever, being of the crew or ship’s company of any ship or
vessel, owned wholly or in part, or navigated for, or in behalf
of, any citizen or citizens of the United States, shall forcibly
confine or detain, or aid and abet in forcibly confining or
detaining, on board such ship or vessel, any negro or mulatto
not held to service by the laws of either of the states or
territories of the United States,” with intent to make him a
slave, such person shall be adjudged a pirate, and, on
conviction, shall suffer death. There are two counts in the
indictment, to which we shall call your attention, and to which
the observations that we shall make on the law of the case will
be confined. The first count is, in substance, that the
prisoner, one of the ship’s company of the ship Erie, owned in
whole or in part by American citizens, in the river Congo, did
piratically, feloniously, and forcibly confine and detain eight
hundred negroes on board, with intent to make them slaves. The
third count is, that the prisoner, a citizen of the United
States, one of the ship’s company of the ship Erie, a foreign
vessel, engaged in the slave trade, in the river Congo, did
piratically and forcibly confine and detain eight hundred
negroes on board such vessel, with intent to make them slaves.
Under the statute which we have read to you, in order to make
out the offence against the prisoner, it is necessary, on the
part of the government, to prove, either that he is a citizen
of the United States, or that the vessel on which he served,
with which he was engaged in the slave trade, belonged, in whole
or in part, to citizens of the United States. If the prisoner
is a citizen of the United States, then the crime charged against
him, of forcibly detaining these negroes, may be made out, if
he was on board of a foreign vessel. But, if he was not a citizen
of the United States, but a foreigner, then, in order to charge
him with the crime, it must appear that it was committed upon
an American vessel, or at least a vessel owned, in whole or in
part, by citizens of the United States. Two questions,
therefore, become material: ‘First— Was the prisoner at the bar
a citizen? Now, proof is given by two witnesses, that they knew
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both his father and his mother in Portland, Maine, before their
marriage. They were both residents of that place. The witnesses
also knew them after their marriage, in the same place, and knew
the prisoner, the fruit of that marriage, when two or three years
old. The question is, upon this testimony— Was the prisoner a
native-born citizen, born in Portland or in the United States?
It has been argued, by the counsel for the prisoner, that there
is some evidence that the mother, after the marriage, was in the
habit of going with her husband, who was a sea captain, upon
foreign voyages; and it is insisted that, upon this state of
facts, the prisoner may have been born abroad. Perhaps, the
presumption being, upon the evidence, that he was born in
Portland, a prima facie case being made out that he was born
there, the burden would rest upon him, to show that he was born
abroad. But we take it to be settled law, that, although he was
born in a foreign country, yet if his father and mother were
American citizens, and did not have the design of removing to
the foreign country, but touched there in the course of a voyage
which the father made as a sea captain, the child would still
be regarded as an American citizen.
Next, gentlemen, as to the character of the vessel. Was she an
American vessel, or owned, in whole or in part, by American
citizens? It appears that she was built in the United States,
and belonged to American citizens, and made a voyage from
England to Havana; and, it is insisted that, after her arrival
at Havana, she was sold and transferred by those American
citizens. We have the account from Mr. Post, who owned three-
fourths of her at the time of the sale. He states, that though
he was not present at the time of the sale, yet one of the other
part owners, Mr. Knudsen, was with the vessel as its master, and
that he received from Havana, in March, 1860, the proceeds of
the sale, and had no doubt that she had been sold and
transferred. Perhaps, on this evidence, it would be difficult
to deny that a sale and transfer was made of this vessel out of
those American owners, so far at least as Mr. Post is concerned;
and he says, also, that he accounted with the other part owners
for their share of the price. The difficulty, in this part of
the case, is, that it is not enough to show that the title to
this vessel was conveyed by these American owners in March,
1860. That is not sufficient, because, before any change can be
made in the character of a vessel, after it has been proved that
she belonged to American owners, it must appear that the
transfer was made to a foreigner. To whom this vessel was
transferred, we have no evidence in the case. But, as I before
said to you, gentlemen, it is not necessary, upon this branch
of the case, that the prisoner should be a citizen, and, also,
that the vessel should be an American vessel. It is sufficient,
if either of these facts exists, for the commission of the crime
charged in the indictment.
This brings us, gentlemen, to the merits of the case, and the
question is, is the prisoner guilty or not, of forcibly
confining or detaining the negroes on board of this vessel, in
the Congo river, with the intent of making them slaves? This is
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the issue in the case, so far as the real merits are involved.
Now, you have the evidence, on the part of the government, of
Martin, Green, Alexander, and Hetelberg, four seamen on board
of the Erie, who shipped in Havana, in April, 1860, a short time
after this alleged sale and transfer. They have detailed to you
the circumstances of their employment as seamen, the cargo with
which the vessel was laden at that port — some 150 or more
hogsheads of liquor, a number of barrels of pork and beef, bags
of beans, barrels of bread and rice, and some 250 bundles of
shooks, with a corresponding number of hoops, for the purpose
of being subsequently manufactured into barrels or casks. Now,
it may be material for you to inquire, in entering upon the
consideration of this issue, whether this was a bona fide cargo,
for lawful trade and commerce, or whether it was a cargo fitted
out and intended to be used in the slave trade. The vessel was
of some 500 tons. If this was a fitting out for the purpose of
engaging in the slave trade, and the prisoner at the bar had a
knowledge of this intended service of the vessel, then that fact
would accompany him to the Congo river, and will have its weight
and its influence upon your minds, as to the connection that he
had with the transaction that occurred there, in receiving these
negroes on board and detaining them. It may undoubtedly be
assumed, without any injustice, as a matter of law, the prisoner
being the master of the vessel at the port of Havana, and for
her voyage to the Congo river, that if this cargo was fitted out
for that purpose, if it was a cargo not only proper for that
purpose, but intended for that purpose, he, as master, who had
the control and charge of the vessel in procuring the cargo, in
stowing it, and in shipping the seamen, is chargeable with a
knowledge of these facts. Now, these four witnesses, whom you
have seen on the stand, have detailed the progress of the voyage
from Havana to the Congo river, and the taking of these negroes
on board, and the starting from the river on the return voyage
to Havana. Their testimony has been so frequently referred to
by counsel, and commented upon by them, that I shall not take
up your time in going over it. The four concur in the account
which they have given of the voyage. They state that, after they
had been out some thirty days, and had discovered the provisions
and freight on board, a suspicion arose, in the minds of the
sailors, that the vessel might be intended for the slave trade,
and that they disclosed this suspicion to the captain, assigning
to him the reason and grounds of it. The captain, however,
disclaimed any such purpose, rebuked the suspicion, and ordered
them forward. They all concur in stating that, after the vessel
arrived in the Congo river, and while the persons connected with
her, and those who furnished the cargo of negroes, were engaged
in putting the negroes on board, the captain continued in
command of her, so far as they saw, and exercised the same
control over the vessel, and her management, and the putting on
board of these negroes, as he had previously exercised in the
course of the voyage. They also state that, after the negroes
were put on board, they were called aft, and were applied to for
the purpose of ascertaining whether they would continue to serve
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as seamen on the return voyage, and were told that, if they
would, they should be paid a dollar a head for every negro landed
at Cuba. They also state, especially some of them, that the
prisoner gave a direction for hoisting the anchor, and directed
the course of the vessel when she came out of the river. These
are the material facts which have been testified to by the
witnesses for the prosecution. On the part of the prisoner, you
have the testimony of the first and second mates, who, in all
these respects, with, perhaps, one exception, contradict these
four witnesses. They state that, after the arrival of the vessel
and the discharge of the cargo, the prisoner no longer exercised
any control over the management of the vessel, and the control
of the vessel and her navigation were passed over to the hands
of another person, first, to Mr. Hill, who died, and afterwards
to Mr. Manuel, whom they regarded as the captain of the vessel;
and that subsequently the prisoner had no management or control
of her. One of them, the mate, I think, states that he was
present when the seamen were applied to, with the view of
ascertaining whether they would serve on the return voyage, and
his statement differs from the account given by the seamen in
this: He says, that the prisoner applied to the seamen, on behalf
of the owners of the vessel, and that, as agent, or on behalf
of the owners, holding a letter in his hand at the time, which
purported to be an authority, he made this offer to them, for
the purpose of engaging them. This is the only discrepancy, so
far as regards that fact testified to by the seamen.
Now, as I before stated to you, if the prisoner at the bar, as
master of this vessel, at Havana, had a knowledge that she was
fitted out, equipped, and provisioned for a voyage to the Congo
river, on the coast of Africa, for the purpose of engaging in
the slave trade, then, in view of the fact of his entering upon
that voyage, conducting the vessel to a foreign coast, remaining
in her, and coming back with her, or starting to come back with
her, before she was captured, this previous knowledge of the
prisoner, and his engagement to navigate the vessel for that
purpose, will have its influence as to the purpose for which he
was found upon the vessel in the Congo river, at the time the
negroes were put on board; and it is entitled to whatever weight
you may think it deserves, in aiding or supporting the testimony
of the four seamen, and will raise the question, for your
consideration and decision, whether or not the transfer was a
part of the original plan of carrying out this engagement of the
vessel in the slave trade, and, if such, colorable and not bona
fide. This, however, is a question for your consideration and
determination.
Now, we have said that, in order to sustain the charge against
the prisoner, it must appear that these negroes were “forcibly”
confined and detained on board of that vessel, for the purpose
of making them slaves — for the purpose of bringing them to Cuba,
or elsewhere, to make them slaves. This word “forcibly,” which
is a material element in the crime charged, does not mean
physical or manual force. Even the crime of robbery, in which
force is a peculiar element of the crime, it being the taking
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violently the property of another from his person, need not be
accompanied with or consist of actual force. Any conduct, on the
part of the robber, putting the person deprived of his goods in
bodily fear and terror, is equivalent to actual force. And so
in this case. These negroes were collected at the place where
they were put on board, in barracoons, and were there under
restraint by the persons who furnished them at the ship’s side.
They were in bondage at the time, and under the control of those
persons, who transferred them to the vessel. They came upon the
deck of the vessel in that condition, and it would be strange,
indeed, if it was made necessary by the law, that it should be
shown that they made personal, physical resistance at the time,
against being put on board and detained on board, under all these
circumstances. It is sufficient that they were under moral
restraint and fear — their wills controlled by this superior
power exercised over their minds and bodies; and any person
participating in that forcible detention, that sort of
detention, is a principal, participating in the guilt of the
offence.
Then, as to the intent of making them slaves. This, undoubtedly,
is a question of fact for the jury. You must find it, but you
can find it as an inference from the surrounding circumstances
attending their being put on board and forcibly detained on
board. If any other purpose, any lawful purpose, had been shown
to you by the evidence in the case, undoubtedly it would have
been pertinent and satisfactory for the purpose of rebutting
such a presumption of intent. But, in the absence of any such
evidence, it is for you to say whether the inference is warranted
by the testimony.
These are all the observations that we deem in advisable to
submit to you, but we will call back your minds to the material
question, so that you may look into the case with intelligence
and comprehend the real issue involved in the case, which is—
Were these negroes, that were put on board of the Erie, in the
Congo river, in August, 1860, forcibly detained or confined,
with the intention of making them slaves, and did the prisoner,
on board of that vessel, at the time, participate in that
confinement and detention? If he did, he is guilty of this
offence, under the statute. If he did not, he is innocent.

The jury found the defendant guilty. He subsequently made,
before NELSON, Circuit Justice, and SHIPMAN, District Judge, a
motion for an arrest of judgment and a motion for a new trial.

SHIPMAN, District Judge.
We have carefully considered the point submitted to us, on the
motions for an arrest of judgment and for a new trial, and the
arguments of counsel thereon. In disposing of these motions, we
do not deem it important to discuss any exceptions taken to the
form of the indictment, except such as apply to the first and
third counts, inasmuch as it was upon those two counts that we
put the case to the jury. If either one of those counts is good,
the indictment is sufficient to support the verdict.
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The only objection taken to the form of the first and third
counts is, that they do not aver, in the precise words of the
statute, the condition of the negroes, as “not held to service
by the laws of either of the states or territories of the United
States,” at the time of the commission of the offence, the
language of the indictment being, “not having been held to
service, &c.” It is argued that, if the defendant had been able
to prove that they had been once held to service, at some time
prior to the commission of the offence, this averment would have
been negatived, and he would have been entitled to an acquittal.
But this, we think, only proves that the language of the
indictment, in this particular, is more comprehensive than was
necessary. The indictment charges him with having forcibly
confined and detained the negroes, they not having been held to
service, &c., that is, not having been held to service at the
time he so confined and detained them, or at any time previous.
The fact that the terms of the averment are somewhat broader
than those of the statute is not material, so long as they cover
the offence described in the latter.
To the objection that there was no such proof that the vessel
upon which the offence was committed, was “owned wholly, or in
part, or navigated for, or in behalf of, any citizen or citizens
of the United States,” as would warrant a conviction on the first
count, we cannot accede. The government proved that she was
built in, and owned by citizens of, the United States. This fixed
the national character of the vessel, and this character and
ownership would be presumed to continue until they were shown
to have been changed. To show such a change, the burden of proof
was on the defendant. The evidence offered only tended to show
that a sale was made of the vessel at Havana, but without showing
to whom such sale was made. It is urged, by the defendant’s
counsel, that, inasmuch as the sale claimed to have been proved
was made in a foreign country, the law will presume, until the
contrary is shown, that it was made to foreigners. We think there
is no foundation, in law or reason, upon which such a presumption
can rest.
In support of that part of the indictment which charges that the
defendant was an American citizen at the time of committing the
offence, the government proved that his father and mother were
residents of Portland, in the state of Maine, for many years,
both before and after their marriage, and before the birth of
the defendant, and while he was a small child. It also appeared,
from the testimony of the same witnesses, that his father was a
sea captain, and that sometimes his wife, the defendant’s
mother, accompanied him on his foreign voyages. The defendant’s
counsel claimed, that it appeared, from this evidence, that he
might have been born abroad, and that, if he was, he was not a
citizen of the United States, and, therefore, not amenable to
those criminal laws of the United States which are limited in
terms to its citizens. The court instructed the jury, however,
that, even if the defendant was born during one of those voyages
which the father made as a sea captain, without any intention
of removing to, but merely touching at, foreign countries, he
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would still be regarded in law as an American citizen, although
thus born abroad, provided his parents were American citizens.
The defendant’s counsel excepted to this part of the charge, on
the ground that it did not lay down the correct rule of law
applicable to children of American parents, born in foreign
countries. Without here discussing the general principles of law
applicable to that subject, it is a sufficient answer to the
exception taken in this case, that the charge on this point,
taken in connection with the facts in evidence to which it was
to be applied, clearly referred to a possible birth of the
defendant on board of his father’s American vessel, while the
latter was in a foreign country, in the course of the voyage.
We are clearly of opinion, that there was no error in this part
of the charge.
The only remaining objection that we deem it necessary to
notice, is, that, if the Erie was a foreign vessel, even admitting
the citizenship of Gordon, this court has not the jurisdiction
to try him for an act committed on the river Congo, in the
Portuguese dominions, and not on tide waters. There are two
answers to this objection: First. There is no proof that the Erie
was a foreign vessel, but the proof is clear and uncontradicted
that she was an American vessel, owned by American citizens.
Second. The allegation, in the indictment, that the offence was
committed “in the river Congo, on the coast of Africa, on waters
within the admiralty and maritime jurisdiction of the United
States, and within the jurisdiction of this court,” is, we
think, fully sustained by the proof. The proof is, that the
negroes were taken on board in the Congo river, some distance
from its mouth, but where it is several miles broad, and really
an arm of the sea. The proof is clear and uncontradicted, that
the offence of confining and detaining the negroes on board was
continuous and uninterrupted, until her capture in the Atlantic
Ocean, several miles from land. Of course, it was committed in
the very mouth of the river, where its broad expanse is lost in
the Atlantic, and where the jurisdiction of every nation, over
its citizens or its ships, clearly extends. The other exceptions
to these two counts and to the charge, are overruled.
Upon all these points, we are clearly of opinion, that there is
no error in the indictment, and that none intervened on the
trial, and that the jurisdiction of the court is beyond dispute.
We are, therefore, constrained to deny the application for a
certificate of division, which is asked for by the defendant,
to enable him to carry the case to the supreme court. It is
hardly necessary for me to add that these views are the result
of consultation, and are fully concurred in by Mr. Justice
NELSON.

Sentence of death being about to be passed on the defendant by
Judge SHIPMAN, holding the court alone, in the absence of
Mr. Justice NELSON, it was objected by the counsel for the
defendant, that this could not be done, because the trial had
taken place before both of the judges. Judge SHIPMAN stated,
that he and Mr. Justice NELSON had agreed, on consultation, that
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it was competent for the court, when held by only one of the
judges, to pass the sentence.

December 2, Monday: Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: “Report of the 
Secretary of the Navy.” –SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 37 Cong. 2 sess. Vol. III. pt. 1, No. 1, pt. 3, pp. 11, 
21.

As indicated on the following screens, subject to President Abraham Lincoln’s approval, which he would give 
on December 12th, the US Congress purchased, for an agreed price, from their owners, and manumitted, all 
slaves present in the District of Columbia:

[see following screens]

 December 3, Tuesday: President Abraham Lincoln’s message to the United States Congress:
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The execution of the laws for the suppression of the African
slave trade has been confided to the Department of the Interior.
It is a subject of gratulation that the efforts which have been
made for the suppression of this inhuman traffic have been
recently attended with unusual success. Five vessels being
fitted out for the slave trade have been seized and condemned.
Two mates of vessels engaged in the trade, and one person in
equipping a vessel as a slaver, have been convicted and
subjected to the penalty of fine and imprisonment, and one
captain, taken with a cargo of Africans on board his vessel, has
been convicted of the highest grade of offence under our laws,
the punishment of which is death (SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 37th
Congress, 2d session, I, No. 1, page 13).

December 3: Clara Schumann performs Johannes Brahms’s Piano Concerto no.1 in Hamburg, conducted by the 
composer. She writes, “The public understood nothing and felt nothing.”

December 6: Giuseppe Verdi and his wife arrived in St. Petersburg to produce La forza del destino.

December 7: Johannes Brahms’s work for solo piano, Variations and Fugue on a Theme by Handel op.24, was 
performed for the initial time, in Hamburg, by Clara Schumann from manuscript.

December 8: CSS Sumter seizes Northern merchant ship Eben Dodge in the mid-Atlantic.

December 9: The Joint Committee on the Conduct of the War is established by Congress.

December 9: Engagement at Chusto-Talasah (Bird Creek), Indian Territory (now Oklahoma).

December 11: The Christmas Song for Auerbach’s play Die Waldkönigin by Giacomo Meyerbeer was performed for 
the initial time, in Viktoria Theater, Berlin.

Disastrous fire in Charleston, South Carolina.

December 13: Afferentur regi for chorus, three trombones and organ by Anton Bruckner was performed for the initial 
time, at St. Florian.

December 17: In response to Mexico’s suspension of payments on foreign debt, British, French, and Spanish troops 
occupied Vera Cruz.

December 18: A funeral was held in honor of Heinrich August Marschner in Hannover. In spite of very cold weather, 
there was a large crowd.

December 22: Le chant des Titans (Péchés de vieillesse vol.iii no.6) by Gioachino Rossini was performed for the initial 
time, at the Paris Opéra.

NATHANIEL GORDON

US CIVIL WAR

US CIVIL WAR

US CIVIL WAR
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December 23: The Ottoman sultan proclaimed Moldavia and Wallachia united as the Principality of Romania. 
Alexander Cuza becomes Prince Alexandru Ioan I. Alexandru Moruzi was prime minister. The capital was 
Bucharest.

All go unto one place for chorus and organ by Samuel Sebastian Wesley was performed for the initial time, at 
a commemorative service for Prince Albert in Winchester Cathedral, the composer at the keyboard.
Fromental Halévy and his family depart Paris for Nice where he intends to recover his failing health and 
compose Noé.

Skirmish at Dayton, Missouri.

December 26: Engagement between Confederate forces and Unionist Native Americans at Chustenahlah, Indian 
Territory (now Oklahoma).

United States released Mason and Slidell, ending the Trent Affair.

December 27: Skirmish near Hallsville, Missouri.

December 30: New-York banks suspended specie payment — no redemption of paper money for coinage.

December 18, Wednesday: Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E.Burghardt Du Bois: “In Relation 
to Captured Africans: Letter from the Secretary of the Interior ... as to contracts for returning and subsistence 
of captured Africans.” –HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 37 Cong. 2 sess. I. No. 12.

US CIVIL WAR

US CIVIL WAR

US CIVIL WAR

US CIVIL WAR
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During this year and the following one Peru would be attempting to enter the lucrative international slave 
trade. Peruvian ships would kidnap some 6,000 Polynesians before this effort would be intercepted. 
Afterward, there would be attempts to return the surviving slaves to their Pacific island homes — but 
infectious disease would transform such attempts at restitution into yet another wave of misfortune and death.

From 1858 until this year, whether a slave ship was of US registry or of some other registry it would very often 
have been flying the Stars and Stripes and would very often have been found to have been carrying papers 
which seemed to be American registry papers. This was because, until this point in time, the British Navy was 
the only force which, for various reasons humanitarian or less than humanitarian, had been seriously interested 
in putting down the Atlantic slave trade, and because the British government had bowed to pressure from the 
US federal government in 1858 and had not been allowing their warships to intercept any vessel that was 
displaying the Stars and Stripes. In this year, however, our federal government being no longer very eager to 
accept the demands of the southern states, we signed a treaty with Britain by which their warships would again 
be able to board these vessels flying our flag as before 1858, so that if a vessel was determined to be a negrero, 
an international prize court would be able to determine the issue. –Finally, the British navy could again 
effectively crack down on the international slave trade!

1862

Date Right of Search
Treaty with

Great Britain,
made by

Arrangements
for Joint

Cruising with
Great Britain,

made by

1817 Portugal; Spain

1818 Netherlands

1824 Sweden

1831-33 France

1833-39 Denmark, Hanse Towns, etc.

1841 Quintuple Treaty
(Austria, Russia, Prussia)

1842 United States

1844 Texas

1845 Belgium France

1862 United States
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The negrero Ocilla, out of Mystic, Connecticut, was able to insert some fresh slaves into Cuba (SENATE 
EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 38th Congress, 1st session Number 56, pages 8-13).

Despite its defeat in the US campaign of 1846-1848, Mexico had continued to refuse to enter into extradition 
treaties with the United States. It was determined to remain a place of refuge. By 1850 literally thousands of 
escaped US slaves had been living there, in the absence of an organized network by having made their way 
there either individually or in small groups. At this point the United States of America obtained an extradition 
treaty with Mexico — but only by specifically allowing an exception for such runaway US slaves.3123

Slaves were manumitted by Congress, in the District of Columbia. The slaveholders, among them of course 
the congressmen and senators who were voting this payoff, would of course be fully compensated by the 
federal government out of the public coffers for their loss of goods and services.3124

“It is simply crazy that there should ever have come 
into being a world with such a sin in it, in which a man 
is set apart because of his color — the superficial fact 
about a human being. Who could want such a world? For 
an American fighting for his love of country, that the 
last hope of earth should from its beginning have 
swallowed slavery, is an irony so withering, a justice 
so intimate in its rebuke of pride, as to measure only 
with God.”

— Stanley Cavell, MUST WE MEAN WHAT WE SAY?
 1976, page 141

January 27, Monday: George Luther Stearns wrote from Medford, Massachusetts to James M. Stone, to inform that at 
present he would not be able to help organize the Emancipation League.

President Abraham Lincoln issued General War Order No. 1 calling for the Union to launch a unified 
aggressive action against the Confederacy on February 22d (General McClellan would ignore this order).

In the federal Senate:

“Agreeably to notice Mr. Wilson, of Massachusetts, asked and
obtained leave to bring in a bill (Senate, No. 173), for the
more effectual suppression of the slave trade.” Read twice, and
referred to Committee on the Judiciary; February 11, 1863,
reported adversely, and postponed indefinitely. SENATE JOURNAL,
37th Congress, 2d session, page 143; 37th Congress, 3d session,

3123. Ronnie C. Tyler. “Fugitive Slaves in Mexico,” Journal of Negro History, Volume 57, Issue 1 (January 1972), page 11.
3124. Legally, there was a distinction between a slaveowner and a slaveholder. The owner of a slave might rent the custody and use 
of that slave out for a year, in which case the distinction would arise and be a meaningful one in law, since the other party to such a 
transaction would be the holder but not the owner. However, in this Kouroo database, I will ordinarily be deploying the term 
“slaveholder” as the normative term, as we are no longer all that concerned with the making of such fine economic distinctions but 
are, rather, concerned almost exclusively with the human issues involved in the enslavement of other human beings. I use the term 
“slaveholder” in preference to “slaveowner” not only because no human being can really own another human being but also because 
it is important that slavery never be defined as the legal ownership of one person by another — in fact not only had human slavery 
existed before the first such legislation but also it has continued long since we abolished all legal deployment of the term “slave.”

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE

US CIVIL WAR
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pages 231-2.

February 4, Tuesday: Colonnen op.262, a waltz by Johann Baptist Strauss II, was performed for the initial time, in the 
Sophiensaal of Vienna.

President Abraham Lincoln denied the request of Captain Nathaniel Gordon that he be spared the penalty of 
death for his participation in the international slave trade: “It becomes my painful duty to admonish the 
prisoner that, relinquishing all expectation of pardon by Human Authority, he refer himself alone to the mercy 
of the Common God and Father of all men.”

The president did, however, extend the date of the hanging from February 7th to February 21st to give the 
condemned man more of an opportunity to prepare himself.3125

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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February 21, Friday: Captain Nathaniel Gordon had asked President Abraham Lincoln to commute his death sentence 
for having been caught slavetrading off the coast of Africa, but the president, although he had allowed the 
convicted slaver about two weeks to put his affairs in order, had refused on February 4th to commute the 
sentence. On this date, at about 3AM, the keepers of the prisoner noticed that their charge had suddenly been 
seized by convulsions. At first they imagined that he was trying to strangle himself, but when the prison 
physician Dr. Simmons was summoned, and stimulants administered, it became clear that he had taken some 
sort of poison. His body was becoming rigid and his pulse could barely be felt. Drs. James R. Wood and 
Hodgman appeared, and by means of brandy and the use of a stomach-pump, they were able to resuscitate the 
captain to the point at which he was able to speak. He asked that a lock of his hair and a ring from his hand be 
sent to his beloved wife, and the guards promised that they would comply with this request. The doctors 
surmised that the poison he had taken had probably been strychnine, administered by means of one of the 
cigars that he had been allowed to smoke so copiously the night before.

Although the hanging had been scheduled for 2:30PM, due to prisoner’s condition it was rescheduled for noon. 
When informed of this, the prisoner protested that he was supposing he had two more hours to live. By this 
point, however, he had been plied with so much clear whiskey by the attending physicians, that he could barely 
stand. Placed in a chair to be carried to the gallows with the black sack on the top of his head like a cap, he 
finally was able to ambulate toward the courtyard of the Tombs prison3126 with the assistance of the marshals. 
They escorted the seacaptain to a very special gallows known as the “upright jerker,” set up in the courtyard 
at ground level. There was to be no platform and no drop. Instead, an experimental arrangement of 
counterweights and pulleys had been arranged, which in the illustration below you can see in the wooden box 
at the end of the horizontal beam. The idea was to spare any pain to this very special American businessman 

3125. Presumably Lincoln turned down the appeal for a presidential pardon (something that had in each and every prior case for 
many decades been almost automatically granted) for two reasons. First, since the southerner politicians had all abandoned 
Washington DC, there were no longer any federal officials with whom he needed to bargain. Second, this president wanted a White 
America and no affection for any person of color. He wanted for “us” to be rid of “our” Negro Problem once and for all, hopefully 
by finding a way to afford to deport all black Americans to Haiti or Madagascar or Panama or Guyana or Belize — anyplace that 
was so far from here that there would be no coming back.
3126. This prison was a curious location for such an event, as slavetrading was legally defined as a type of piracy and pirates had 
always been hanged in the locale where the Maritime Code had jurisdiction, that is to say, on mud flats between the low-water and 
the high-water mark. However, bear in mind that it was not by chance that the city of New-York was selected as the city of execution 
for such a crime, for that port had been for some years the principal port of the world for the fitting out of negrero vessels, doing 
even more such business than the ports of Portland and Boston, so that, during eighteen months in the 1859-1860 timeframe, a total 
of 85 such slavers had been fitted out in New York harbor.
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being executed, by ensuring that he would not dangle and strangle in the manner in which so many common 
criminals met their fates. The sudden jerk upward was intended to guarantee the instant snapping of the 
neck.3127 U.S. Marines surrounded the courtyard as depicted, ready for any rescue attempt. The condemned 
man commented “Well, a man can’t die but once; I’m not afraid.” After US Marshal Robert Murray, 
representing the federal government, had read the sentence, the condemned man was asked if he had any final 
statements, and he proclaimed “I have done nothing wrong” before the black hood was drawn down over his 
head and the noose adjusted around his neck. When he was jerked upward by the apparatus, Gordon became 
the one and only American to be executed for engaging in the international slave trade — which had since 
1820 ostensibly been a capital crime:

The body would be retrieved by a friend and buried in an unmarked grave in Brooklyn.

THE EXECUTION OF GORDON, THE SLAVE-TRADER 
Not the least important among the changes which are taking place
in the current of national policy and public opinion is
evidenced by the fact that on Friday, 21st February, in this
city, Nathaniel Gordon was hung for being engaged in the slave-
trade. For forty years the slave-trade has been pronounced
piracy by law, and to engage in it has been a capital offense.
But the sympathy of the Government and its officials has been
so often on the side of the criminal, and it seemed so absurd

3127. This attempt at humane execution was one of America’s first. The “upright jerker” was used in a total of 5 executions and, 
although it did succeed in the case of Gordon, it would not prove to be more effective in the snapping of necks than the garden-
variety “drop” technique. On June 18, 1895 the warden of the Connecticut State Prison at Wethersfield would obtain US Patent 
#541409 for the device, but the only place in which this technique of execution has continued to be used is the Islamic Republic of 
Iran (Iran is of course not paying royalties on this US patent). When the electric chair would come along in a considerably later 
timeframe, the intent would be, not humanity, but a demonstration of the power of electricity, and, for Westinghouse, potentially a 
demonstration that the alternating-current system sponsored by Edison was far more deadly and dangerous than the direct-current 
system sponsored by Westinghouse. –And humane execution by painless gas chamber would not begin until the following century.
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to hang a man for doing at sea that which, in half the Union,
is done daily without censure on land, that no one has ever been
punished under the Act. The Administration of Mr. Lincoln has
turned over a new leaf in this respect. Henceforth the slave-
trade will be abandoned to the British and their friends. The
hanging of Gordon is an event in the history of our country.
He was probably the most successful and one of the worst of the
individuals engaged in the trade. A native of Maine, he had
engaged in the business many years since, and had always eluded
justice. The particular voyage which proved fatal to him was
undertaken in 1860. The following summary of the case we take
from the Times:
It was in evidence (given by Lieutenant Henry D. Todd, U.S.N.)
that the ship Erie was first discovered by the United States
steamer Mohican, on the morning of the 8th day of August, 1860;
that she was then about fifty miles outside of the River Congo,
on the West Coast of Africa, standing to the northward, with all
sail set; that she was flying the American flag, and that a gun
from the Mohican brought her to.
It was shown by Lieutenant Todd that he went on board himself
about noon, and took command of the prize. He found on board of
the Erie, which our readers will remember was but 500 tons
burden, eight hundred and ninety-seven (897) negroes, men,
women, and children, ranging from the age of six months to forty
years. They were half children, one-fourth men, and one-fourth
women, and so crowded when on the main deck that one could
scarcely put his foot down without stepping on them. The stench
from the hold was fearful, and the filth and dirt upon their
persons indescribably offensive.
At first he of course knew nothing about them, and until Gordon
showed him, he was unable to stow them or feed them -- finally
he learned how, but they were stowed so closely that during the
entire voyage they appeared to be in great agony. The details
are sickening, but as fair exponents of the result of this close
stowing, we will but mention that running sores and cutaneous
diseases of the most painful as well as contagious character
infected the entire load. Decency was unthought of; privacy was
simply impossible — nastiness and wretchedness reigned supreme.
From such a state of affairs we are not surprised to learn that,
during the passage of fifteen days, twenty-nine of the sufferers
died, and were thrown overboard.
It was proved by one of the seamen that he, with others, shipped
on the Erie, believing her to be bound upon a legitimate voyage,
and that, when at sea they suspected, from the nature of the
cargo, that all was not right, which suspicion they mentioned
to the Captain (Gordon), who satisfied them by saying that he
was on a lawful voyage, that they had shipped as sailors, and
would do better to return to their duties than to talk to him.
Subsequently they were told that they had shipped on a slaver,
and that for every negro safely landed they should receive a
dollar.
The negroes were taken on board the ship on the 7th day of
August, 1860, and the entire operation of launching and
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unloading nearly nine hundred negroes, occupied but three
quarters of an hour, or less time than a sensible man would
require for his dinner. As the poor creatures came over the side
Gordon would take them by the arm, and shove them here or there,
as the case might be, and if by chance their persons were covered
from entire exposure by a strip of rag, he would, with his knife,
cut it off, fling it overboard, and send the wretch naked with
his fellows.
Several of the crew testified, all agreeing that Gordon acted
as Captain; that he engaged them; that he ordered them; that he
promised them the $1 per capita; that he superintended the
bringing on board the negroes; and that he was, in fact, the
master-spirit of the entire enterprise.
For this crime Gordon was arrested, tried, and, mainly through
the energy of District-Attorney Smith, convicted, and sentenced
to death. Immense exertions were made by his friends and the
slave-trading interest to procure a pardon, or at least a
commutation of his sentence, from President Lincoln, but without
avail. He was sentenced to die on 21st.

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: The long and open agitation for the
reopening of the slave-trade, together with the fact that the
South had been more or less familiar with violations of the laws
since 1808, led to such a remarkable increase of illicit traffic
and actual importations in the decade 1850-1860, that the
movement may almost be termed a reopening of the slave-trade.
In the foreign slave-trade our own officers continue to report
“how shamefully our flag has been used;”3128 and British officers
write “that at least one half of the successful part of the slave
trade is carried on under the American flag,” and this because
“the number of American cruisers on the station is so small, in
proportion to the immense extent of the slave-dealing coast.”3129

The fitting out of slavers became a flourishing business in the
United States, and centred at New York City. “Few of our
readers,” writes a periodical of the day, “are aware of the
extent to which this infernal traffic is carried on, by vessels
clearing from New York, and in close alliance with our
legitimate trade; and that down-town merchants of wealth and
respectability are extensively engaged in buying and selling
African Negroes, and have been, with comparatively little
interruption, for an indefinite number of years.”3130 Another
periodical says: “The number of persons engaged in the slave-
trade, and the amount of capital embarked in it, exceed our
powers of calculation. The city of New York has been until of
late [1862] the principal port of the world for this infamous
commerce; although the cities of Portland and Boston are only
second to her in that distinction. Slave dealers added largely
to the wealth of our commercial metropolis; they contributed
liberally to the treasuries of political organizations, and

3128. Gregory to the Secretary of the Navy, June 8, 1850: SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 31 Congress, 1st session, XIV. No. 66, 
page 2. Cf. SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 31 Congress, 2d session, II. No. 6.
3129. Cumming to Commodore Fanshawe, Feb. 22, 1850: SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 31 Congress, 1st session, XIV. No. 66, 
page 8.
3130. New York Journal of Commerce, 1857; quoted in 24TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, page 56.
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their bank accounts were largely depleted to carry elections in
New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and Connecticut.”3131 During eighteen
months of the years 1859-1860 eighty-five slavers are reported
to have been fitted out in New York harbor,3132 and these alone
transported from 30,000 to 60,000 slaves annually.3133 The United
States deputy marshal of that district declared in 1856 that the
business of fitting out slavers “was never prosecuted with
greater energy than at present. The occasional interposition of
the legal authorities exercises no apparent influence for its
suppression. It is seldom that one or more vessels cannot be
designated at the wharves, respecting which there is evidence
that she is either in or has been concerned in the Traffic.”3134

On the coast of Africa “it is a well-known fact that most of the
Slave ships which visit the river are sent from New York and New
Orleans.”3135

The absence of United States war-ships at the Brazilian station
enabled American smugglers to run in cargoes, in spite of the
prohibitory law. One cargo of five hundred slaves was landed in
1852, and the Correio Mercantil regrets “that it was the flag
of the United States which covered this act of piracy, sustained
by citizens of that great nation.”3136 When the Brazil trade
declined, the illicit Cuban trade greatly increased, and the
British consul reported: “Almost all the slave expeditions for
some time past have been fitted out in the United States, chiefly
at New York.”3137

3131. “The Slave-Trade in New York,” in the Continental Monthly, January 1862, page 87.
3132. New York Evening Post; quoted in Lalor, CYCLOPÆDIA, III. 733.
3133. Lalor, CYCLOPÆDIA, III. 733; quoted from a New York paper.
3134. FRIENDS’ APPEAL ON BEHALF OF THE COLOURED RACES (1858), Appendix, page 41; quoted from the Journal of Commerce.
3135. 26TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, pages 53-4; quoted from the African correspondent of the Boston 
Journal. From April, 1857, to May, 1858, twenty-one of twenty-two slavers which were seized by British cruisers proved to be 
American, from New York, Boston, and New Orleans. Cf. 25TH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, page 122. De 
Bow estimated in 1856 that forty slavers cleared annually from Eastern harbors, clearing yearly $17,000,000: De Bow’s Review, 
XXII. 430-1.
3136. SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 33d Congress, 1st session, VIII. No. 47, page 13.
3137. HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 34th Congress, 1st session, XII. No. 105, page 38.
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March 14, Friday: Federal troops took New Madrid, Missouri.

The United States government authorized payment of up to $10,000 in compensation to various United States 
marshals, district attorneys, etc. for services in the suppression of the slave-trade (STATUTES AT LARGE, XII. 
368-9).

The lecture at the Smithsonian Institution was by Wendell Phillips, who in those days was packing a revolver 
for his own protection. Among those 2,000 or so Washingtonians who jammed the hall were several free black 
Americans — this was apparently the first time that any black had ever gained entry to that establishment.

Early in the morning, Kady Southwell Brownell of Rhode Island attired herself in her shirt, pants, and knee-
length skirt and pleaded to be allowed to carry the formation’s battle standard that day. While her pleas were 
being refused, the company unexpectedly encountered another Union troop formation that mistook them for 
Rebels. Some of the Rhode Island and New Hampshire soldiers were wearing gray coats, and that was 
confusing the snipers of the 4th Rhode Island. Kady grabbed the flag, ran with it to some higher ground, and 
began to wave it back and forth so the snipers would recognize that this was also a unit of the northern army. 
As the fogs were lifting on this close encounter, Kady went to the rear to fill her assigned role as Acting Nurse 
by assisting with the wounded. That day Robert Brownell was struck by a Minié ball and a thigh bone was 
shattered. Kady collected some blankets off the corpses of dead soldiers who would no longer need them, and 
would spend the next six weeks in New Bern, North Carolina caring for her Rob while also nursing other 
wounded soldiers. She would carry soup and coffee daily to a nearby Rebel hospital.

US CIVIL WAR
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March 25, Tuesday: Richard Wagner in Biebrich wrote a letter to King Johann of Saxony, pleading for amnesty on 
account of his need to have access to the Dresden theater and because of the ill-health of his wife Christine 
Wilhelmine “Minna” Planer Wagner.

The federal government prepared to pay prize money for negrero vessels captured under the slave-trade law: 
“An Act to facilitate Judicial Proceedings in Adjudications upon Captured Property, and for the better 
Administration of the Law of Prize” (STATUTES AT LARGE, XII. 374-5; CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 37th 
Congress, 2d session, Appendix, pages 346-7).

April 1, Tuesday: Waldo Emerson walked across Walden Pond on the ice and then reported this to Henry Thoreau, who 
commented that he had known the ice to hold on the pond until April 18th.3138

After 12 years of service as the Unitarian reverend in Mansfield, Massachusetts, Daniel Waldo Stevens was 
resigned. 

Alfred Russel Wallace arrived back in England.

Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: “Letter of the Secretary of the 
Interior ... in relation to the slave vessel the Bark Augusta.” –SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 37 Cong. 2 sess. 
V. No. 40.

April 7, Monday: A treaty between the United States of America and Great Britain for the suppression of the 
international slave trade.

Sophia Elizabeth Thoreau replied to Friend Daniel Ricketson (however, evidently she would not post this letter 
until May 11th, after her brother’s death).

CONCORD, April 7, 1862.
MR. RICKETSON:
DEAR SIR, — I feel moved to acknowledge the pleasant letters 
which Henry has lately received from you. It is really refreshing to 
hear of the flight of the wild geese and the singing of birds. There is 
a good deal of snow still whitening our fields. I am almost impatient 
to see the ground bare again.
My dear brother has survived the winter, and we should be most 
thankful if he might linger to welcome the green grass and the flow-
ers once more.
Believing as I do in the sincerity of your friendship for Henry, I feel 
anxious that you should know how ill he is. Since the autumn he has 
been gradually failing, and is now the embodiment of weakness; 
still, he enjoys seeing his friends, and every bright hour he devotes 
to his manuscripts which he is preparing for publication. For many 

3138. In 1852, and again in 1856.
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weeks he has spoken only in a faint whisper. Henry accepts this dis-
pensation with such childlike trust and is so happy that I feel as if he 
were being translated, rather than dying in the ordinary way of most 
mortals. I hope you will come and see him soon, and be cheered. He 
has often expressed pleasure at the prospect of seeing you.
I asked Mr. Alcott to write to you some weeks since; but I do not 
think that he impressed you with Henry’s true condition. Few of his 
friends realize how sick he is, his spirits are always so good.
In much haste, believe me,
yours truly,

S.E. THOREAU.
P.S. Henry sends kind regards to you and your family, and desires 
me to tell you that he cannot rise to greet a guest, and has not been 
out for three months.

May 30, Saturday: Union troops occupied Corinth, Mississippi, taking 2,000 rebels prisoner.

Confederate President Jefferson Davis wrote to his wife Varina Davis about the military situation.

Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: “Letter of the Secretary of the 
Interior ... in relation to persons who have been arrested in the southern district of New York, from the 1st day 
of May, 1852, to the 1st day of May, 1862, charged with being engaged in the slave trade, etc.” –SENATE 
EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 37 Cong. 2 sess. V. No. 53.

May 31, Sunday:  Confederate forces attacked Union troops at Fair Oaks and Seven Pines on the south side of the 
Chickahominy River just east of Richmond. Confederate President Jefferson Davis toured the battlefield with 
W.P. Johnston and Joseph C. Ives, and conferred with G.W. Smith and General Robert E. Lee. The 2-day battle 
would end in a muddled draw with 11,165 total casualties.

June 7, Saturday: The United States of America entered into a “Treaty for the suppression of the African slave trade” 
with Great Britain. This treaty would be ratified unanimously by the US Senate. Ratifications would be 
exchanged at London on May 20, 1862 and the treaty would be proclaimed to the public on June 11, 1862. 
(U.S. TREATIES AND CONVENTIONS (1889), pages 454-66. See also SENATE EXECUTIVE JOURNAL, XII. pages 
230, 231, 240, 254, 391, 400, 403).

A review of WALDEN; OR, LIFE IN THE WOODS appeared on page 53 of Concord’s Monitor.
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June 10, Tuesday: Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: “Message of the 
President ... transmitting a copy of the treaty between the United States and her Britannic Majesty for the 
suppression of the African slave trade.” –SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 37 Cong. 2 sess. V. No. 57. (Also 
contains correspondence.)

HTTP://WWW.YALE.EDU/LAWWEB/AVALON/DIPLOMACY/BRITAIN/BR1862.HTM

July 11, Friday: The Stevenson family arrived in the capital of Hesse-Homburg, Germany, Bad Homburg vor der Höhe 
(then Homburg), where Robert Lewis Balfour Stevenson’s father Thomas Stevenson would be entering a 
health cure program.

Bavard et Bavarde (later called Les Bavards), an opéra-comique by Jacques Offenbach to words of Nuitter 
after Cervantes, was performed for the initial time, at Bad Ems.

In Washington DC, “An Act to carry into Effect the Treaty between the United States and her Britannic 
Majesty for the Suppression of the African Slave-Trade” (STATUTES AT LARGE, XII. 531; SENATE JOURNAL 
and HOUSE JOURNAL, 37th Congress, 2d session, Senate Bill No. 352).

HTTP://WWW.YALE.EDU/LAWWEB/AVALON/DIPLOMACY/BRITAIN/BR1862.HTM

Major-General Henry Halleck was named general-in-chief of the Union army.

Pope Pius IX visited Franz Liszt at the monastery of the Madonna del Rosario near Rome. He asked Liszt to 
play and Liszt obliged with St. Francis of Assisi preaching to the birds, followed by Casta Diva from Bellini’s 
Norma. The Pope sang the aria spontaneously from memory.

Il Signor Fagotto, an opéra-comique by Jacques Offenbach to words of Nuitter and Tréfeu, was performed for 
the initial time, at Bad Ems.

In the 6th Kansas Cavalry, Luke Fisher Parsons was promoted to 1st Lieutenant. Eventually he would be 
promoted to be the Army of the Frontier’s inspector for the 3d Brigade of the 7th Army Corps.

Draft riots began in New-York and would continue for the following 4 days. Approximately 1,000 people 
would be killed or wounded, including many blacks lynched for being the cause of the war. Rioters, many Irish 
immigrants, were protesting money payments in lieu of military service.

July 17, Thursday: Anthony Burns, a fugitive whose arrest in Boston in 1854 and return to slavery had produced a 
sensation, died of consumption in St. Catharines, Canada across the border from Niagara Falls, New York. At 
the time of his final illness, he had been struggling to clear from debt a church of which he was pastor.

In Washington DC: “An Act to amend an Act entitled ‘An Act to amend an Act entitled ‘An Act in Addition 
to the Acts prohibiting the Slave Trade’” (STATUTES AT LARGE, XII. 592-3; SENATE JOURNAL and HOUSE 
JOURNAL, 37th Congress, 2d session, Senate Bill No. 385).

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: In the North, with all the hesitation

INTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
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in many matters, there existed unanimity in regard to the slave-
trade; and the new Lincoln government ushered in the new policy
of uncompromising suppression by hanging the first American
slave-trader who ever suffered the extreme penalty of the
law.3139 One of the earliest acts of President Lincoln was a step
which had been necessary since 1808, but had never been taken,
viz., the unification of the whole work of suppression into the
hands of one responsible department. By an order, dated May 2,
1861, Caleb B. Smith, Secretary of the Interior, was charged
with the execution of the slave-trade laws,3140 and he
immediately began energetic work. Early in 1861, as soon as the
withdrawal of the Southern members untied the hands of Congress,
two appropriations of $900,000 each were made to suppress the
slave trade, the first appropriations commensurate with the
vastness of the task. These were followed by four appropriations
of $17,000 each in the years 1863 to 1867, and two of $12,500
each in 1868 and 1869.3141 The first work of the new secretary
was to obtain a corps of efficient assistants. To this end, he
assembled all the marshals of the loyal seaboard States at New
York, and gave them instruction and opportunity to inspect
actual slavers. Congress also, for the first time, offered them
proper compensation.3142 The next six months showed the effect
of this policy in the fact that five vessels were seized and
condemned, and four slave-traders were convicted and suffered
the penalty of their crimes. “This is probably the largest
number [of convictions] ever obtained, and certainly the only
ones for many years.”3143

Meantime the government opened negotiations with Great Britain,
and the treaty of 1862 was signed June 7, and carried out by Act
of Congress, July 11.3144 Specially commissioned war vessels of
either government were by this agreement authorized to search
merchant vessels on the high seas and specified coasts, and if
they were found to be slavers, or, on account of their
construction or equipment, were suspected to be such, they were
to be sent for condemnation to one of the mixed courts
established at New York, Sierra Leone, and the Cape of Good Hope.
These courts, consisting of one judge and one arbitrator on the
part of each government, were to judge the facts without appeal,
and upon condemnation by them, the culprits were to be punished
according to the laws of their respective countries. The area
in which this Right of Search could be exercised was somewhat
enlarged by an additional article to the treaty, signed in 1863.
In 1870 the mixed courts were abolished, but the main part of
the treaty was left in force. The Act of July 17, 1862, enabled
the President to contract with foreign governments for the
apprenticing of recaptured Africans in the West Indies,3145 and

3139. Captain Gordon of the slaver “Erie;” condemned in the U.S. District Court for Southern New York in 1862. Cf. SENATE 
EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 37th Congress, 2d session, I. No. 1, page 13.
3140. SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 37th Congress, 2d session, I. No. 1, pages 453-4.
3141. STATUTES AT LARGE, XII. 132, 219, 639; XIII. 424; XIV. 226, 415; XV. 58, 321. The sum of $250,000 was also appropriated 
to return the slaves on the “Wildfire”: STATUTES AT LARGE, XII. 40-41.
3142. STATUTES AT LARGE, XII. 368-9.
3143. SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 37th Congress, 2d session, I. No. 1, pages 453-4.
3144. STATUTES AT LARGE, XII, page 531.
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in 1864 the coastwise slave-trade was forever prohibited.3146 By
these measures the trade was soon checked, and before the end
of the war entirely suppressed.3147 The vigilance of the
government, however, was not checked, and as late as 1866 a
squadron of ten ships, with one hundred and thirteen guns,
patrolled the slave coast.3148 Finally, the Thirteenth Amendment
legally confirmed what the war had already accomplished, and
slavery and the slave-trade fell at one blow.3149

December 1, Monday: Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: “Report of the 
Secretary of the Navy.” –HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 37 Cong. 3 sess. III. No. 1, pt. 3, p. 23.

President Abraham Lincoln estimated white casualties in Minnesota at “not less than 800.”

The Reverend Reuben Bates died.

REUBEN BATES [of Concord], son of Capt. John Bates, was born March
20, 1808, graduated [at Harvard College] in 1829, and at the
Theological School in 1832.3150

3145. For a time not exceeding five years: STATUTES AT LARGE, XII, pages 592-3.
3146. By section 9 of an appropriation act for civil expenses, July 2, 1864: STATUTES AT LARGE, XIII. 353.
3147. British officers attested this: DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENCE, 1862, page 285.
3148. REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY, 1866; HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 39th Congress, 2d session, IV. page 12.
3149. There were some later attempts to legislate. Sumner tried to repeal the Act of 1803: CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 41 Congress, 
2d session, pages 2894, 2932, 4953, 5594. Banks introduced a bill to prohibit Americans owning or dealing in slaves abroad: HOUSE 
JOURNAL, 42d Congress, 2d session, page 48. For the legislation of the Confederate States, cf. Mason, VETO POWER, 2d ed., 
Appendix C, No. 1.
3150. Lemuel Shattuck’s 1835 A HISTORY OF THE TOWN OF CONCORD;.... Boston: Russell, Odiorne, and Company; 

Concord MA: John Stacy
(On or about November 11, 1837 Henry Thoreau would indicate a familiarity 
with the contents of at least pages 2-3 and 6-9 of this historical study. On July 16, 1859 he would correct a date mistake
buried in the body of the text.)
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January 7, Wednesday:  Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: “Liberated 
Africans: Letter from the Acting Secretary of the Interior ... transmitting reports from Agent Seys in relation 
to care of liberated Africans.” –HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 37 Cong. 3 sess. V. No. 28.

February 4, Wednesday:  In Washington DC, $17,000 was appropriated to carry out the “Treaty for the suppression of 
the African slave trade” that had been concluded with Great Britain, that had been proclaimed to the public on 
July 11, 1862 (STATUTES AT LARGE, XII. 639).

A report from Walt Whitman:

1863

“Specimen Days”

Visited Armory-square hospital, went pretty thoroughly through wards E and D
Supplied paper and envelopes to all who wish’d — as usual, found plenty of men wh
needed those articles. Wrote letters. Saw and talk’d with two or three members o
the Brooklyn 14th regt. A poor fellow in ward D, with a fearful wound in a fearfu
condition, was having some loose splinters of bone taken from the neighborhood o
the wound. The operation was long, and one of great pain — yet, after it was wel
commenced, the soldier bore it in silence. He sat up, propp’d — was much wasted 
had lain a long time quiet in one position (not for days only but weeks,) 
bloodless, brown-skinn’d face, with eyes full of determination — belong’d to a Ne
York regiment. There was an unusual cluster of surgeons, medical cadets, nurses
&c., around his bed — I thought the whole thing was done with tenderness, and don
well. In one case, the wife sat by the side of her husband, his sickness typhoi
fever, pretty bad. In another, by the side of her son, a mother — she told me sh
had seven children, and this was the youngest. (A fine, kind, healthy, gentl
mother, good-looking, not very old, with a cap on her head, and dress’d like hom
— what a charm it gave to the whole ward.) I liked the [Page 717] woman nurse i
ward E — I noticed how she sat a long time by a poor fellow who just had, tha
morning, in addition to his other sickness, bad hemorrhage — she gently assiste
him, reliev’d him of the blood, holding a cloth to his mouth, as he coughed it u
— he was so weak he could only just turn his head over on the pillow. 

One young New York man, with a bright, handsome face, had been lying several month
from a most disagreeable wound, receiv’d at Bull Run. A bullet had shot him righ
through the bladder, hitting him front, low in the belly, and coming out back. H
had suffer’d much — the water came out of the wound, by slow but steady quantities
for many weeks — so that he lay almost constantly in a sort of puddle — and ther
were other disagreeable circumstances. He was of good heart, however. At presen
comparatively comfortable, had a bad throat, was delighted with a stick o
horehound candy I gave him, with one or two other trifles.
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February 17, Tuesday:  An additional article to the treaty between the United States of America and Great Britain for 
the suppression of the African slave trade.

March 3, Tuesday:  Lieutenant-Colonel James Duncan Graham was posted to the Corps of Engineers.

READ THE FULL TEXT
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The Minnesota legislature voted the sum of $50,000.00 to the Indian Office to remove the Dakotas to 
someplace away from Minnesota, unspecified, by steamboat immediately after the opening of navigation. 
The Indian Office used the money allocated by the state, initially, to charter the riverboats Davenport and 
Northern. The task of keeping the prisoners alive while in transit was contracted to Charles K. Winnly of 
Chicago under the nonspecific rubric “subsistence,” as the lowest subsistence bidder. And not everyone could 
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RA
enjoy steamboat travel on the Mississippi, even under the best of conditions:

I trust never to see the Mississippi again except in
dreams and nightmares.

– Charles Dickens, AMERICAN NOTES
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April 22, Wednesday:  The 1st meeting of the National Academy of Sciences began at 11AM in the chapel of New 
York University. Joseph Henry was elected chairman.

The governments of the United States of America and of Great Britain simultaneously issued public 
announcements to the effect that they had amended their Treaty of 1862 for the suppression of the African 
slave trade, extending the Right of Search (negotiations had concluded on February 17, 1863 and ratifications 
had been exchanged at London on April 1, 1863; see U.S. TREATIES AND CONVENTIONS of 1889, pages 466-7).

Colonel Benjamin Grierson initiated a Union assault on central Mississippi.

Confederate President Jefferson Davis, who had been ill in his home since the 7th, was able to return to his 
functions.

December 17, Thursday:  Representative Julian introduced in the US House of Representatives a bill to repeal portions 
of the Act of March 2, 1807, relative to the coastwise slave-trade. After being read twice, it would be referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary (CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 38th Congress, 1st session, page 46).

US CIVIL WAR
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The negrero Huntress, out of the harbor of New-York and under the American flag, put a fresh crew of African 
slaves ashore in Cuba (SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 38th Congress, 1st session Number 56, pages 19-21).

July 2, Saturday: 2d Lieutenant Charles Emerson became a 1st Lieutenant of the 162d New York Volunteers, Company 
K.

Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: “Message of the President ... 
communicating ... information in regard to the African slave trade.” –SENATE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENT, 38 
Cong. 1 sess. No. 56.

By United States statute, the coastwise slave-trade was prohibited forever (§9 of Appropriation Act repeals 
§§8 and 9 of Act of 1807; STATUTES AT LARGE, XIII. 353).

The Wade-Davis Bill passed with only one dissenting Republican vote. However, President Abraham Lincoln 
refused to sign it. Lincoln defended his decision by telling Zachariah Chandler, one of the bill’s supporters, 
that it was a mere matter of timing: “this bill was placed before me a few minutes before Congress adjourns. 
It is a matter of too much importance to be swallowed in that way.” Six days later Lincoln would issue a 
proclamation explaining his dissent. Senator Benjamin Wade would argue that the President had rejected it, 
not for the reasons which he was stating, but simply because he did not wish “to be inflexibly committed to 
any single plan of restoration.”

WHAT I’M WRITING IS TRUE BUT NEVER MIND

YOU CAN ALWAYS LIE TO YOURSELF
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December 7, Wednesday: A joint Austrian/Prussian administration took over in Schleswig and Holstein.

Great Britain sponsored the utter suppression of the business crime of trading in human beings between nations 
by sending similar letters to the United States of America, France, Spain, Portugal, Austria, Prussia, Italy, 
Netherlands, and Russia:

The crime of trading in human beings has been for many years
branded by the reprobation of all civilized nations. Still the
atrocious traffic subsists, and many persons flourish on the
gains they have derived from that polluted source.
Her Majesty’s government, contemplating, on the one hand, with
satisfaction the unanimous abhorrence which the crime inspires,
and, on the other hand, with pain and disgust the slave-trading
speculations which still subist [sic], have come to the
conclusion that no measure would be so effectual to put a stop
to these wicked acts as the punishment of all persons who can
be proved to be guilty of carrying slaves across the sea. Her
Majesty’s government, therefore, invite the government of the
United States to consider whether it would not be practicable,
honorable, and humane — 
1st. To make a general declaration, that the governments who are
parties to it denounce the slave trade as piracy.
2d. That the aforesaid governments should propose to their
legislatures to affix the penalties of piracy already existing
in their laws —provided, only, that the penalty in this case be
that of death— to all persons, being subjects or citizens of one
of the contracting powers, who shall be convicted in a court
which takes cognizance of piracy, of being concerned in carrying
human beings across the sea for the purpose of sale, or for the
purpose of serving as slaves, in any country or colony in the
world. Signed, RUSSELL. (DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENCE, 1865, pt. ii.
pages 4, 58-9, etc.)
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January 24, Tuesday: The Upper Main Hall and primary towers of the castle of the Smithsonian Institution were 
destroyed by fire, along with their contents.

Walt Whitman was appointed clerk in the Indian Bureau of the Department of the Interior.

The federal government of the United States appropriated $17,000 to carry out the treaty of July 11, 1862 with 
Great Britain (STATUTES AT LARGE, XIII. 424).
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April 7, Saturday: Professor Henri-Frédéric Amiel, who would be referred to as the “Swiss Thoreau,” wrote in his 
JOURNAL INTIME: “If philosophy is the art of understanding, it is evident that it must begin by saturating itself 
with facts and realities, and that premature abstraction kills it, just as the abuse of fasting destroys the body at 
the age of growth. Besides, we only understand that which is already within us. To understand is to possess the 
thing understood, first by sympathy and then by intelligence. Instead, then, of first dismembering and 
dissecting the object to be conceived, we should begin by laying hold of it in its ensemble, then in its formation, 
last of all in its parts. The procedure is the same, whether we study a watch or a plant, a work of art or a 
character. We must study, respect, and question what we want to know, instead of massacring it. We must 
assimilate ourselves to things and surrender ourselves to them; we must open our minds with docility to their 
influence, and steep ourselves in their spirit and their distinctive form, before we offer violence to them by 
dissecting them.”

The federal government of the United States allocated at most $10,000 to pay off various United States 
marshals, district attorneys, judges and the expenses of mixed courts, etc., for services in the suppression of 
the international slave-trade (STATUTES AT LARGE, XIV. 23).

July 25, Wednesday: Charles Wilkes had been on the US Navy’s retired list at the rank of Captain, but at this point his 
rank on the retired list was altered to that of Rear Admiral.

The federal government of the United States allocated $17,000 to carry out its treaty with Great Britain 
proclaimed July 11, 1862 (STATUTES AT LARGE, XIV. 226).
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February 28, Thursday: The federal government of the United States allocated $17,000 to carry out its treaty with 
Great Britain proclaimed July 11, 1862 (STATUTES AT LARGE, XIV. 414-5).
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“Transportation” of British convicts to Australia came to an end.3151

From about this point until about 1873, the Stevenson family would be recording their son’s name as Robert 
Louis Balfour Stevenson.
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3151. “Transportation” of British convicts to New Calcedonia continued. The alternative which had originally been suggested by 
the developers of Botany Bay had been the importation of quantities of Chinese slave laborers.
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March 30, Monday: Harriet Livermore died at the age of 80 before the end of the world, in the Blockley Almshouse 
in Philadelphia. Per her express wish, she would be buried in an unmarked grave.

Opening arguments in President Andrew Johnson’s impeachment trial began in the US House of 
Representatives. This would be the 1st attempt to use this provision of the Constitution. The trial was presided 
over of course by Chief Justice Salmon Portland Chase. One of Johnson’s fiercest critics, Senator Thaddeus 
Stevens, was mortally ill, but was so eager to take part in these momentous proceedings that he had himself 
carried to the Senate in a chair. 
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Senator Charles Sumner, another long-time opponent of Johnson, led the attack. He argued that: “This is one 
of the last great battles with slavery. Driven from the legislative chambers, driven from the field of war, this 
monstrous power has found a refuge in the executive mansion, where, in utter disregard of the Constitution 
and laws, it seeks to exercise its ancient, far-reaching sway. All this is very plain. Nobody can question it. 
Andrew Johnson is the impersonation of the tyrannical slave power. In him it lives again. He is the lineal 
successor of John Caldwell Calhoun and Jefferson Davis; and he gathers about him the same supporters.” (The 
impeachment of the President would succeed in the US House of Representatives, but fail by one vote in the 
US Senate.)

Although a large number of senators believed that Johnson was guilty of the charges, they were horrified at 
the thought of our nation having such a man as Benjamin Wade as its president. Senator Wade believed in 

weird stuff like women’s suffrage and weird stuff like trade union rights, and was considered by many 
members of his own political party as being extreme and an ideolog. Senator James Garfield warned that 
Johnson’s potential replacement was “a man of violent passions, extreme opinions and narrow views who was 
surrounded by the worst and most violent elements in the Republican Party.” Others Republicans, such as 
Senator James Grimes, argued that since Johnson had less than a year of lame-duckdom remaining anyway, 
they would cast their vote against impeachment if only the President would provide them with some sort of 
guarantee that he would desist from his interference with their Reconstruction agenda. When the vote was 
taken all members of the Democratic Party of course voted against the removal of the president of their own 
party. So also did those Republicans, such as Lyman Trumbull, William Fessenden, and James Grimes, who 
feared what might happen if Senator Wade became the President. The ballot was 35 to 19 — one vote short of 
the two-thirds majority required for conviction. A follow-on vote, on May 26th, would also fail of the 
necessary majority. The editor of The Detroit Post would editorialize about this, that “Andrew Johnson is 
innocent because Ben Wade is guilty of being his successor.”

The federal government of the United States allocated $12,500 to carry out its treaty with Great Britain 
proclaimed July 11, 1862 (STATUTES AT LARGE, XV. 58).
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January 5, Tuesday: About 250 Maori followers of Te Kooti were captured at Ngatapa. 120 of them were executed by 
rival Maori with the approval of the colonial militia.

January 6, Wednesday: In the US House of Representatives, Mr. Kelsey asked for unanimous consent so he could 
introduce a resolution that we abrogate our Treaty of 1862 with Great Britain in the suppression of the African 
slave trade — but then Mr. Arnold objected.

Whereas the slave trade has been practically suppressed; and
whereas by our treaty with Great Britain for the suppression of
the slave trade large appropriations are annually required to
carry out the provisions thereof: Therefore,
Resolved, That the Committee on Foreign Affairs are hereby
instructed to inquire into the expediency of taking proper steps
to secure the abrogation or modification of the treaty with
Great Britain for the suppression of the slave trade (CONGRESSIONAL
GLOBE, 40th Congress, 3d session, page 224).

March 3, Wednesday: The federal government of the United States appropriated $12,500 to carry out its treaty with 
Great Britain proclaimed on July 11, 1862, stipulating that the salaries of judges were to be paid only when 
they were residing where their courts were held, and stipulating in addition that Great Britain be asked to 
consent to abolish mixed courts (STATUTES AT LARGE, XV. 321).

The last known full-blooded Tasmanian male, William Lanne, known as King Billy, died. He was survived by 
a few women.

THE FALLACY OF MOMENTISM: THIS STARRY UNIVERSE DOES NOT 
CONSIST OF A SEQUENCE OF MOMENTS. THAT IS A FIGMENT, ONE WE 

HAVE RECOURSE TO IN ORDER TO PRIVILEGE TIME OVER CHANGE, 
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Native Tasmanians

1802 5,000

1830 300

1847 47

1854 16

1876 0
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A PRIVILEGING THAT MAKES CHANGE SEEM UNREAL, DERIVATIVE, A 
MERE APPEARANCE. IN FACT IT IS CHANGE AND ONLY CHANGE WHICH 

WE EXPERIENCE AS REALITY, TIME BEING BY WAY OF RADICAL 
CONTRAST UNEXPERIENCED — A MERE INTELLECTUAL CONSTRUCT. 
THERE EXISTS NO SUCH THING AS A MOMENT. NO “INSTANT” HAS 

EVER FOR AN INSTANT EXISTED.
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March 2, Wednesday: Documentation of the international slave trade, per W.E. Burghardt Du Bois: “[Resolution on 
the slave-trade submitted to the Senate by Mr. Wilson].” –SENATE MISCELLANEOUS DOCUMENT, 41 Cong. 2 
sess. No. 66.

April 22, Friday: Eliza Ware Rotch Farrar died in Springfield, Massachusetts.

The US Senate considered Senate Bill No. 251 to Repeal the Act of 1803 entitled “An act to prevent the 
importation of certain persons into certain States where by the laws thereof their admission is prohibited.” 
Senator Sumner pointed out that the Senate had already once approved this, commenting that he hoped it 
would now pass, and it did pass, and on June 29th it would pass also in the US House of Representatives, 
although on July 14th, after an objection by Mr. Woodward, it would be postponed (CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 
41st Congress, 2d session, pages 2894, 2932, 4953, 5594).

June 3, Friday: A U.S.-British convention for the suppression of the African slave trade was concluded.

Axel Gustaf Adlercreutz replaced Louis Gerhard de Geer af Finspång as Prime Minister for Justice of Sweden.

September 16, Friday: Thomas Ewbank died in New-York.

The United States of America and Great Britain had on June 3d concluded an “Additional convention to the 
treaty of April 7, 1862, respecting the African slave trade,” and ratifications had been exchanged at London 
on August 10th, and so on this day the new treaty was proclaimed (U.S. TREATIES AND CONVENTIONS, 1889, 
pages 472-6).
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December 10, Sunday: Remembrance, a song by Antonin Dvorak to words of Krasnohorska, was performed for the 
initial time, in Prague.

Marche heroique op.34 for orchestra by Camille Saint-Saens was performed for the initial time, in Paris.

December 11, Monday: Manuel Debussy, father of Claude Debussy, was sentenced to prison for 4 years on account of 
his part in the Commune.

In the US House of Representatives, on the call of States, Mr. Banks introduced “a bill (House, No. 490) to 
carry into effect Article XIII of the Constitution of the United States, and to prohibit the owning or dealing in 
slaves by American citizens in foreign countries” (HOUSE JOURNAL, 42nd Congress, 2d session, page 48).

December 14, Thursday: Boule de neige, an opera-bouffe by Jacques Offenbach to words of Nuitter and Trefeu, was 
performed for the initial time, at the Bouffes-Parisiens, Paris.

December 15, day: Geneva. A United States demand of reparation for damage caused by Britishbuilt ships used by the 
Confederacy was decided by an international group in favor of the United States. The United Kingdom agreed 
to pay $15.5 million.

December 21, day: Praxedes Mateo-Sagasta Escolar replaced Jose Malcampo y Monge, marques de San Rafael, conde 
de Jolo as Prime Minister of Spain.

December 24, day: Aida, an opera by Giuseppe Verdi to words of Ghislanzoni after Mariette, was performed for the 
initial time, at the Cairo Opera House. It was very successful. The composer was not present.
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November 15, Saturday: Representatives of 14 non-African nations, including the United States of America,  met in 
Berlin to discuss African Affairs. They would agree to suppress slavery and promote Western civilization (the 
Berlin Act would be signed during February 1885).

November 18, Tuesday: The planned boxing match between John L. Sullivan and Alf Greenfield took place and, when 
the police intervened, Greenfield was saved from certain defeat.

Suite in Bb by Richard Strauss was performed for the initial time, in München, conducted by the composer at 
the invitation of Hans von Bülow. This was Strauss’s initial professional appearance as a conductor and he did 
it without any prior rehearsal with the orchestra.

November 19, Wednesday: At the suggestion of Hans von Bülow, Richard Strauss wrote to Johannes Brahms about 
his Suite in Bb to and asked for his opinion.

November 20, Thursday: W.S. Gilbert presented Arthur Sullivan with the libretto to The Mikado over dinner at the 
Gilbert residence in London. Sullivan was pleased and made suggestions for revision.

November 25, Tuesday: Evaporated milk was patented.

Piano Trio no.2 by Hubert Parry was performed for the initial time, in London.

November 28, Friday: Prospice, a song for voice and piano by Charles Villiers Stanford to words of Browning, was 
performed for the initial time.
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The signatories of the Berlin Act met in Brussels at the instance of Queen Victoria with the declared objective 
of putting an end to the crimes and devastation engendered by the traffic in African slaves.

Charred remnants of the Pequot stockade, two and a half centuries old, could still be seen at the site at which, 
in 1637, “no less than five or six hundred Pequot souls were brought down to Hell,” the remainder then being 
rounded up and sold into slavery. A massive bronze statue honoring Major John Mason, white leader of the 
1637 exterminators and enslavers, was in this year positioned. In regard to this the appropriate question which 
has been raised is “If some guy had slaughtered your parents, how will you feel when his kids come around 
and want to install a memorial to him on the site of your parents’ unmarked graves?”
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People keep dismissing anything they didn’t know when they were
twelve as revisionist.

— Roger Kennedy, Director of the National Park Service
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November 18, Monday: William Allingham died. The widowed Helen Allingham would need to support herself by 
means of relentless kitsch paintings of picturesque rural poverty.

Representatives of 17 nations met in Brussels to create international standards for eliminating the slave trade.

The Oahu Railway began public service in Hawaii.

Cello Sonata no.2 op.39 was performed for the initial time, in London’s St. James’s Hall, with the composer 
Charles Villiers Stanford himself at the piano.
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July 2, Wednesday: The General Act of the Brussels Conference was signed by representatives of 17 nations. Its goal 
was to end the slave trade.

The Sherman Anti-Trust Act was approved by the US government. It was an attempt to curb the massive power 
of monopolist conspiracies.
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A photograph was taken of a rotting ship hulk at Fort Adams near Newport, Rhode Island, the rotting hulk of 
the slave ship Jem — a reminder of everything people commonly try to just forget all about:

The number of Quakers on Aquidneck Island having diminished, the monthly meeting in Conanicut or 
Jamestown was laid down, and its remaining members absorbed into other meetings.

This is what the town of Bristol, Rhode Island looked like in this year:
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Here is a detail of the above image of Bristol in this year:

The Reverend Solomon L.M. Conser, who had been the Chaplain in the 5th Pennsylvania Reserve Corps in 
the Union army of General McClellan, published a volume of reminiscences about the period from 1865 to 
1868 during which he had engaged in a reorganization of the Methodist Episcopal Church in Virginia. In his 
volume VIRGINIA AFTER THE WAR he recounted having met a gentleman whom he identified as “Bro. A——
” during Spring 1868 in Fairfax, and observed that he steered the conversation in the direction of being able 
to tell a tale about a member of the Religious Society of Friends he had met aboard a ship near the Isle of Pines, 
and how this believer in the Peace Testimony had dishonorably fought with his fists, and wrestled, as pirates 
boarded their vessel:

“‘I thought you Quakers wouldn’t fight?’ ‘Well,’ replied the brave Quaker, ‘thee knows I should not
have done so, if they had stayed on their own ship.’”

The Reverend Conser mentions that on the following day he had discussed this with a neighbor of Bro. A—
— and had been informed that the man had never been on the sea at all. An explanation was offered, that 
“He may have read these tales in his younger days, and, by repeating them often, at last come to believe that 
the adventures he narrates were really his own.”

FAKE NEWS
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March: In an official report, Ernest Bicknell, secretary of Indiana’s Board of State Charities, lamented the hereditary 
condition of pauperism. (Board of State Charities, The Indiana Bulletin, pages 7-8.)

W.E. Burghardt Du Bois’s THE SUPPRESSION OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE TO THE UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA 1638-1870 (Harvard Historical Studies, NY: Longmans, Green, and Co., 1896) was also his PhD 
dissertation at Harvard University.

1896

EUGENICS
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“It behooves the United States, therefore, in the 
interest both of scientific truth and of future social 
reform, carefully to study such chapters of her history 
as that of the suppression of the slave-trade. The most 
obvious question which this study suggests is: How far 
in a State can a recognized moral wrong safely be 
compromised? And although this chapter of history can 
give us no definite answer suited to the ever-varying 
aspects of political life, yet it would seem to warn any 
nation from allowing, through carelessness and moral 
cowardice, any social evil to grow. No persons would 
have seen the Civil War with more surprise and horror 
than the Revolutionists of 1776; yet from the small and 
apparently dying institution of their day arose the 
walled and castled Slave-Power. From this we may 
conclude that it behooves nations as well as men to do 
things at the very moment when they ought to be done.”

— W.E. Burghardt Du Bois, 1896
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THE SUPPRESSION OF THE

AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE

TO THE

UNITED STATES

OF AMERICA

1638-1870

Volume I
Harvard Historical Studies

1896
Longmans, Green, and Co.
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CONTENTS

CHAPTER I: INTRODUCTORY

1. Plan of the Monograph

2. The Rise of the English Slave-Trade

CHAPTER II: THE PLANTING COLONIES

3. Character of these Colonies

4. Restrictions in Georgia

5. Restrictions in South Carolina

6. Restrictions in North Carolina

7. Restrictions in Virginia

8. Restrictions in Maryland

9. General Character of these Restrictions

CHAPTER III: THE FARMING COLONIES

10. Character of these Colonies

11. The Dutch Slave-Trade

12. Restrictions in New York

13. Restrictions in Pennsylvania and Delaware

14. Restrictions in New Jersey

15. General Character of these Restrictions

CHAPTER IV: THE TRADING COLONIES

16. Character of these Colonies

17. New England and the Slave-Trade

18. Restrictions in New Hampshire

19. Restrictions in Massachusetts

20. Restrictions in Rhode Island

21. Restrictions in Connecticut

22. General Character of these Restrictions

CHAPTER V: THE PERIOD OF THE REVOLUTION, 1774-1787

23. The Situation in 1774

24. The Condition of the Slave-Trade

25. The Slave-Trade and the “Association”

26. The Action of the Colonies

27. The Action of the Continental Congress
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28. Reception of the Slave-Trade Resolution

29. Results of the Resolution

30. The Slave-Trade and Public Opinion after the War

31. The Action of the Confederation

CHAPTER VI: THE FEDERAL CONVENTION, 1787

32. The First Proposition

33. The General Debate
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This is the year in which “Transportation” of British convicts to New Calcedonia finally came to an end.3152

Oscar Wilde’s poem THE BALLAD OF READING GAOL.

1897

3152. The alternative which had originally been suggested by the developers of Botany Bay had been the importation of quantities 
of Chinese slave laborers.
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"Reading Gaol" is pronounced "Redding Jail."

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Ballad_of_Reading_Gaol
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September 26, Satuday: Convention to Suppress the Slave Trade and Slavery.

20TH CENTURY

1925

READ THE FULL TEXT
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November 11: The United States cruiser Omaha and the destroyer Somers seized the German blockade runner 
Odenwald and brought it into San Juan, Puerto Rico on the pretext that maybe the vessel was a negrero 
engaged in the international slave trade.

(Hey, you idiots, where were you when we needed you?)

1940

SLAVERY
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A painting....:In “Barco Negrero” in 1976, Manuel Mendive used the X-ray vision of an artist to depict the contents of the interior decks of a slaver vessel.

Explanation: A "negrero" is a ship that transports slave cargo.
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At the Moses Brown School in Providence, Rhode Island, significant contributions were being made to the 
American Friends Service Committee.

Under “La Loi Mile. Marthe Richard,” the brothels of Paris were shut down and regulated medical 
examination of sex workers abandoned  — such establishments had come to be regarded as venues of slavery, 
although prostitution itself was quite OK and the demimondaines remained free to work the streets (the 
eponymous Mile. Richard was a member of the French Assembly).

In Newport, dedication of the structure that had housed the 1st synagogue in what is now the United States of 
America, Touro Synagogue of Congregation Jeshuat Israel, as a national historical site.3153

Affixed to the south side of the exterior wall is a plaque with the following inscription:

NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE
TOURO SYNAGOGUE

JESHUAT ISRAEL CONGREGATION
FOUNDED 1658 THIS OLDEST SYNAGOGUE BUILDING IN THE

UNITED STATES WAS DESIGNED BY PETER HARRISON. GROUND
WAS BROKEN AUGUST 1, 1759. IT WAS DEDICATED ON DECEMBER

2, 1763. HERE 1781-84 THE RHODE ISLAND GENERAL ASSEMBLY
MET, AND DURING WASHINGTON’S VISIT TO NEWPORT IN 1781 A
TOWN MEETING WAS HELD HERE. THE STATE SUPREME COURT

HELD SESSIONS HERE AT THAT PERIOD. THE BUILDING WAS

1946

3153. Some of the Jews of this synagogue, like some of their Christian neighbors, such as the Quakers next door up the hill, had 
engaged in the international slave trade. After their synagogue building, in what had become the bad part of town, had been 
deconsecrated, the empty structure, under a caretaker who was a Quaker, would find use occasionally, surreptitiously, for the 
harboring of escaping slaves as a station on the Underground Railroad, or so ’tis persistently said although I have never seen a 
scintilla of evidence to back up such claims (we all know that the way to make something true is to repeat it any number of times). 
—When you visit, and are proudly shown the must-see “secret hidey hole” beneath the lectern, for Heaven’s sake be polite and do 
not complicate matters by inquiring about participation in the international slave trade. Remember that the international slave trade 
wasn’t just for Jews.

JUDAISM
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REOPENED FOR RELIGIOUS SERVICES ON AUGUST 2, 1850. IN
1790 GEORGE WASHINGTON WROTE TO THIS CONGREGATION THAT

... “HAPPILY THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES... 
GIVES TO BIGOTRY NO SANCTION, TO PERSECUTION NO ASSISTANCE.”
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September: Kenneth L. Carroll’s “Maryland Quakers and Slavery” (Maryland Historical Magazine 45, pages 215-
225).

1950
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September 7, Friday: Supplementary Convention on the Abolition of Slavery, the Slave Trade, and Institutions and 
Practices Similar to Slavery.

1956

READ THE FULL TEXT

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf
http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/un/slave56.htm


TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY

HDT WHAT? INDEX
January 5, Thursday: Americans who were, ostensibly, Christians, such as the good Baptist John Brown of Providence, 

Rhode Island, had in antebellum years been much more heavily involved in the international slave trade than 
Jews such as those of the Touro Synagogue in Newport. Nevertheless, antisemitic black militants had begun 
to identify American Jews with slave trading — as if Jews had been primarily or solely responsible. Therefore 
the American Historical Association passed a resolution: “The AHA ... condemns as false any statement 
alleging that Jews played a disproportionate role in the exploitation of slave labor or in the Atlantic slave 
trade.” A Jewish source has pointed out that:3154

In all, 934 Rhode Island vessels are known to have

1995

3154. The figure of 1,275 persons listed as having been imported by Jews or by partnerships including Jews is entirely made up of 
individuals imported to the USA by the one Newport, Rhode Island businessman, President of the congregation of Touro 
Synagogue, Aaron Lopez:

This individual admittedly funded some 200 ventures at sea, approximately 20 of which were slaving ventures. No other such 
businessman was cited in this study despite the fact that Lopez was most definitely not acting alone in Newport, and despite the fact 
that the firm with which he was affiliated had another major North American office, in the port of Charlestown, South Carolina. To 
arrive at such a statistic, slaves delivered to other destinations went uncounted. The quote is per Eli Faber’s SLAVERY AND THE JEWS: 
A HISTORICAL INQUIRY, in the “Occasional Paper Series” funded by Anne Bass Schneider and Dr. Louis Schneider of Fort Wayne 
IN for the Jewish Studies Program of Hunter College.
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transported slaves to the western hemisphere between 1709
and 1807. A total of 925 owners have been identified for
these ships, of whom only 42, or 4.5%, were Jewish.
Furthermore, only a minute fraction of slaves were carried
on ships owned by Jewish merchants. Shipowners whose
religion is identifiable are known to have transported a
total of 64,708 slaves to the New World. Of these, only 1,275
slaves, or 1.9%, traveled on vessels owned by Jews and non-
Jews in partnership. In contrast, 62,829 of the slaves, or
97 percent, were transported on ships owned exclusively by
Rhode Island’s non-Jewish merchants.

Lest there be any doubt about it: the Quakers of Providence want you to know that there were Quakers also 
who were involved in the international slave trade out of Newport, Rhode Island. We know this, not because 
we know the names of all of the offending families –our researches, which have produced names such as 
Wanton, are as yet far from complete– but because we know that our meetings had to struggle with such 
persons, whoever they were, mired in their livelihood, in order to clear them and our association of this fault. 
This was a process which involved a good deal of time and a good deal of soul-searching, and was then covered 
over in a good deal of forgetting and self-satisfaction.
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Paul Finkelman’s SLAVERY AND THE FOUNDERS: RACE AND LIBERTY IN THE AGE OF JEFFERSON (Armonk NY 
and London: M.E. Sharpe, 1996).3155

Virtually every American loves the Constitution, but more often than not their love for it is inversely 
proportional to their knowledge of it — and all too many love it dearly. In his volume, SLAVERY AND THE 
FOUNDERS: RACE AND LIBERTY IN THE AGE OF JEFFERSON, Paul Finkelman provides a fine antidote for a 
portion of that ignorance. His is a well-reasoned, extensively researched, and eminently readable account of 
slavery in the 1787 Constitution and its legal status in the new nation’s early years. According to Finkelman, 
the writing and ratifying of the Constitution were conditioned on slavery’s protection. Agreeing with the 
Garrisonians, he contends that the Constitution was a “slaveholder’s compact” (page ix). He also argues that 
the 1787 Northwest Ordinance and the 1793 Fugitive Slave Act reflected the intellectual and moral 
environment that produced the proslavery Constitution. Finally, he contends that the proslavery constitutional 
and legal system faithfully registered Thomas Jefferson’s notions about slavery.
Finkelman analyzes the Constitution’s direct and indirect protection of slavery in supporting his argument that 
the Philadelphia conclave accorded it an exalted status. Proslavery delegates won slavery’s protection, in good 
part, by linking it with representation, through the three-fifths clause of Article I, Section 2. From the nation’s 
beginning slavery enjoyed enhanced power in the House of Representatives, which translated into a 
comparably enlarged power in the Electoral College, without which Jefferson would have lost the election of 
1800. Additional direct protections include the prohibition against ending the international slave trade before 
1808, the fugitive slave clause, the “direct tax” clause, which assured that slaves could be taxed at only three-
fifths the rate of whites, and the Article V provision that prohibited slave importation and tax clause 
amendments before 1808. Ironically, the new frame of government, designed to replace the virtually 
unamendable Articles of Confederation, had but one unamendable feature, which went to slavery’s protection.
In addition to the Constitution’s direct protections, Finkelman also found thirteen indirect protections, such as 
requiring three-fourths of the states to amend the Constitution, a provision that gave slave states a “perpetual 
veto over any constitutional changes” (page 5), and the “full faith and credit” clause, which required free states 
to recognize and honor slave-state law. He contends that slaveholders won without giving major concessions 
to anti-slavery delegates, except for the “dirty compromise” (page 22), by which southerners agreed to allow 
commercial acts by a simple majority instead of a two-thirds vote in exchange for clauses protecting the slave 
trade and prohibiting an export tax. Other than this compromise and sporadic, disjointed verbal attacks on the 
institution, slavery’s defenders won its protection with relative ease from the Framers.
In the same year that the Framers wrote the Constitution, Congress, which continued meeting under the 
Articles of Confederation, passed the Northwest Ordinance, which prohibited slavery north of the Ohio River 
and east of the Mississippi. On first blush the Ordinance was antislavery, but Finkelman argues that it had little 
negative impact on slavery until the 1830s and 1840s. The Ordinance passed with broad support from 
southerners, who believed that it “actually fortified slavery” (page 36). The same clause that prohibited slavery 
included a fugitive slave clause, the first recognition by the national government that masters had a right to 
recover slaves who absconded to northern free states. In addition, the absence of an enforcement clause in the 
antislavery provision and Congress’s lack of will to implement the Ordinance made it ineffectual.
In careful case studies of the measure’s impact in Indiana and Illinois, Finkelman shows that quasi-slavery 
persisted in the Northwest into the 1830s and 1840s. Congressional indifference to black servitude, demands 

1996

3155. Reviewed for H-Law@msu.edu (July 1996) by Lester Lindley, Nova Southeastern University 
<lindley@polaris.ncs.nova.edu> Copyright (c) 1996 by H-Net, all rights reserved. This work may be copied for non-profit 
educational use if proper credit is given to the author and the list. For other permission, please contact H-Net@H-Net.Msu.Edu.
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for labor to promote economic development, arguments that diffusion of slavery foretold slavery’s eventual 
demise, and the migration of slaveowners into the Northwest conspired to assure that the Ordinance had no 
immediate impact. The territorial assemblies of Indiana and Illinois adopted laws, based in part on southern 
slave codes, that assured slavery’s persistence. Legislation in both territories protected and nurtured “bondage 
and de facto slavery” (page 71). Eventually, both ended slavery, but well after statehood: Indiana effectively 
by the 1830s, forty years after the Ordinance; Illinois in 1848 in the state’s second constitution.
Evasion of the Ordinance protected slavery’s interests; the 1793 Fugitive Slave Act supplemented that 
protection. In the only detailed consideration of the act in book form, Finkelman argues that the measure was 
“one of the first fruits of the proslavery Constitution” (page 80). He notes that the act issued from an attempt 
to protect free blacks from kidnapping. Ironically, however, it probably improved the chances of such 
kidnappings. The Bill of Rights, with its limitations on federal power and procedural protections, had become 
part of the Constitution in 1791, yet the act did not honor the amendments’ requirements for fair trials and due 
process. Equally ironic, the measure expanded federal power, probably beyond what the Constitution actually 
sanctioned. The fugitive slave clause did not delegate power to Congress; it was in the only section of Article 
IV that did not grant power to the national government. States’ rights southerners, who might oppose the 
Federalists’ use of national power on economic issues, effectively used that power to protect and preserve 
slavery. Most slave owners and slave traders were Jeffersonians, but whatever their constitutional scruples on 
other matters, they wanted broad national powers to protect slavery. The Constitution was conditioned on 
protecting slavery; perhaps it was only logical that the same condition be imposed on its interpretation. Such 
an interpretation, Finkelman concludes, “made the Constitution even more proslavery than it perhaps was” 
(page 81).
In addition to arguing that slavery was central to the nation’s founding, he also asserts that it created a “tension 
between the professed ideals of America, as stated in the Declaration of Independence, and the reality of early 
national America” (page ix). No one reflected that tension better than Jefferson. In spite of the ideals that he 
expressed in the Declaration, Jefferson was a slaveholder—simply a slaveholder—with general slaveholder 
values. Rhetorically, Finkelman notes, Jefferson hated slavery, but that hatred was based on several factors 
which demonstrated Jefferson’s inability to transcend class and race or to honor the principles of his 
Declaration. He hated slavery because he despised blacks; they were, Jefferson believed, of a different order 
from whites. “Race, more than their status as slaves, doomed blacks to permanent inequality” (page 108). He 
hated slavery because it brought Africans to the nation and made them permanent residents. He hated slavery 
because of its impact on whites, not because of what it did to blacks.
Above all, for one who affirmed independence to be the ultimate political and social value and one who 
celebrated the yeoman farmer for his independence, Jefferson hated slavery because it made him dependent 
on his slaves; dedicating his life to independence, he lived a life of dependency. Finkelman argues that 
Jefferson could not continue his “extravagant life-style” without slaves (page 107). The natural rights of slaves 
had to be subordinated to his grand style of living, his unrestrained spending habits and his compulsively 
acquisitive character. He contends that historians have misconstrued one of Jefferson’s more famous quotes 
about slavery: “[W]e have the wolf by the ear, and we can neither hold him, nor safely let him go. Justice is in 
one scale, and self-preservation in the other.” The quote, Finkelman argues, did not reflect fears of a slave 
revolt. The self-preservation to which Jefferson alluded went to his way of life, premised as it was on slavery. 
The “wolf” he was holding was probably “the wolf of gluttony and greed” (page 150).
The Declaration of Independence and Constitution had powerful antislavery potential and, given his status in 
the new nation’s history, Jefferson could have energized that potential. Finkelman contends that the test for 
Jefferson’s views on slavery should not be whether he was better “than the worst of his generation but whether 
he was the leader of the best,” not whether he embodied the values of southern planters, but whether he 
transcended his economic and sectional interests. In both cases, Finkelman concludes that “Jefferson fails the 
test” (page 105). Indeed, he argues, Jefferson was behind his time. He sold slaves and broke up families to 
preserve his high-living style and to pay his debts; after a shopping spree in France, he sold eighty-five slaves 
(page 150). Morally, Finkelman implies, he was also a laggard. For all the debate about Jefferson’s relationship 
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with Sally Hemings, his half-sister-in-law, scholars have missed a more critical issue than whether Hemings 
bore him children: “for most of his adult life, Jefferson enslaved a generation of people—Sally Hemings and 
her siblings—who were his in-laws.” This causes Finkelman to wonder whether it mattered “[f]or the sake of 
character...whether Jefferson enslaved his own children or merely his blood relatives and his wife’s blood 
relatives” (page 142).
Rhetorically, Jefferson insisted that future generations must end slavery and vindicate the hopes of the 
Declaration of Independence and the Constitution for liberty. Unfortunately, however, instead of nurturing 
their potential for liberating slaves, Jefferson committed treason to the very cause that he ardently advocated 
for whites. Slavery must end, he thought, but only on the condition of “expatriation” of the slaves (page 128). 
It was not simply slavery that Jefferson found so repugnant, but race. The one, a temporary status created by 
law, could be ended; the other, a reflection of a sub-human or nearly sub-human species, could not be. The 
“all” men in the Declaration meant “only white men;” in his scale of values blacks had no legitimate place in 
the nation’s future. If slavery trumped the Constitution, race trumped the future that Jefferson envisioned. 
Instead of being a prophetic voice for extending benefits of the Revolution to slaves, by word and deed he 
became “the intellectual godfather of the racist pseudoscience of the American school of anthropology” (page 
110).
Finkelman’s work has a compelling ring of plausibility, even truth, when placed in its larger historical context. 
Edmund S. Morgan demonstrated that before colonial America moved “toward the republic,” it had already 
moved from slavery “toward racism.” He noted that race-based slavery made it safer to preach equality, 
because slaves could not become part of a leveling mob. He continued, “This is not to say that a belief in 
republican equality had to rest on slavery, but only that in Virginia (and probably in other southern colonies) 
it did.”3156 And in its move “toward the republic,” to use Morgan’s phrase, Gordon S. Wood observed that “No 
political conception was more important to Americans in the entire Revolutionary era than 
representation.”3157 Strategically, slaveowners probably could not have done better than using the three-fifths 
clause to link their race-based institution with the key political ideal of the Revolution. Central to the 
Revolutionary movement against England as early as the 1765 Stamp Act controversy, representation was 
yoked by slaveowners to protecting and preserving slavery in the Constitution. In the 1760s Americans linked 
representation to liberty; twenty years later, they joined it to slavery, an unholy alliance that continued into the 
Civil War era. And just as slavery trumped the Constitution in 1787, it threatened to trump the Constitution’s 
“more perfect Union” in 1860-61.
Referring to the concentration of slaves “in the southern part” of the Union in his second inaugural, Abraham 
Lincoln noted that “these slaves constituted a peculiar and powerful interest.” “Peculiar” implies something 
unique, distinctive, out of the ordinary or particular. However peculiar slavery became in the last few decades 
before the Civil War, it had long been a “powerful interest,” to use Lincoln’s phrase, but was far from being 
peculiar. Echoing the notion of its peculiarity, Kenneth M. Stampp described slavery as THE PECULIAR 
INSTITUTION in his classic 1956 work. But in spite of the “peculiarity” that developed in the second quarter of 
the nineteenth century, slavery’s power threatened the Union like nothing before or since. It is very difficult, 
if not impossible, to explain how a sectional, peculiar institution could have so seriously imperiled the Union 
without having had a determining, if tragic role, in shaping that Union from its beginning. Finkelman’s book 
focuses on slavery’s shaping power —but lack of peculiarity— at the Constitutional Convention.
Race-based slavery was a fatal flaw in the 1787 document; that flaw was so inextricably ingrained in the 
Constitution that it took the terrible scourge of war and major constitutional amendments to remove it. “[A]ll 
knew that this interest was somehow the cause of the war,” Lincoln affirmed in his second inaugural. Likewise, 
all who wanted to remove the war’s cause and the Constitution’s corruption knew that amendments to correct 
the flaws of 1787 had to become part of the Constitution. If slavery began about 1660 and ended, at least 
officially, in the 1860s, Finkelman provides a powerful and poignant perspective on slavery’s terrible career 

3156.Edmund S. Morgan, AMERICAN SLAVERY, AMERICAN FREEDOM: THE ORDEAL OF COLONIAL VIRGINIA (NY: W.W. Norton, 
1974), pages 363, 316, 381.
3157.Gordon S. Wood, THE CREATION OF THE AMERICAN REPUBLIC, 1776-1787 (Chapel Hill: U of North Carolina P, 1969), page 
164.
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at its midpoint in the nation’s experience. In addition, he provides a sharp focus from which to examine 
slavery’s larger impact in American history and to consider the role of the nation’s most famous revolutionary 
leader, Jefferson.
In his 1963 volume, JEFFERSON AND CIVIL LIBERTIES: THE DARKER SIDE, Leonard Levy challenged the then-
prevailing notion about Jefferson’s legacy to freedom and liberty. Finkelman challenges that legacy at an even 
deeper level than did Levy. He notes that Jefferson’s admirers “would like him to be one of us—an opponent 
of slavery,” but he was not (page 138). Most of Jefferson’s biographers have tried to shape Jefferson into an 
antislavery liberal, ignoring or fudging evidence to the contrary. He observes that critics of Levy’s JEFFERSON 
AND CIVIL LIBERTIES: THE DARKER SIDE work rejected his conclusions because such verdicts did not “bolster 
their modern political agendas” (page 143). Very likely Finkelman’s assessment of Jefferson will also be 
challenged on grounds of being presentist revisionism. Finkelman, however, rightly rejects that notion in his 
concluding chapter, a brilliant essay on Jefferson, historians, and myths. He examines Jefferson’s ideas about 
race and slavery, not by modern notions, but “on his terms” (page 145, emphasis in the original).
By raising the issue of presentism, Finkelman puts in sharp relief history’s fundamental question: does history 
matter? Perhaps understandably, he insists that it does. However, he is cautious about how history might be 
used. He notes that James Parton, Jefferson’s first professional biographer, wrote that “If Jefferson was wrong, 
America is wrong. If America is right, Jefferson was right,” and observes that “The historian who questions 
Jefferson, it would seem, implicitly questions America” (page 143). Acceptance of this logic presents the 
nation with a daunting challenge that probably could never be satisfactorily met. At the conclusion of his 
analysis of the way that revolutionary Virginians linked racism with republican ideology, Edmund Morgan 
raised a haunting question: “Is America still colonial Virginia writ large? More than a century after 
Appomattox the question lingers.”3158

If Parton’s logic controls, it forces one of several conclusions. First, accepting Parton’s presumption that 
Jefferson was right, it reinforces the inclination of most of Jefferson’s modern biographers to shape Jefferson 
into a late-twentieth-century, antislavery liberal. However, with the evidence that Finkelman presents, such an 
image can at best be a gross distortion of the historical record. It would transform Jefferson into a reverse 
modern doughface. A “doughface” in pre-Civil War America was a northern man whose contours had been 
shaped by proslavery principles, so a reverse doughface would be a southern man with antislavery sentiments. 
Bingo! Jefferson fits the picture and gives a usable past. On another occasion, using the same tactic, he 
becomes the Revolutionary precursor to the National Association of Manufacturers. But if such is the case, 
history is little more than using the past, indeed, inventing the past, for present needs.
Second, Parton’s logic and presumption that Jefferson was right, if applied to Finkelman’s analysis of 
Jefferson’s principles, force a troubling, haunting answer to Morgan’s question: there would be no escaping 
the assertion that America is still colonial Virginia writ large. They carry an even more haunting implication: 
not only is the nation colonial Virginia writ large, but there is not much anyone can do about it. If Jefferson 
was right, and if Finkelman’s analysis of his attitudes about race and slavery are correct, then Jefferson was 
not only the intellectual vanguard of the pseudoscientific proslavery argument of the pre-Civil War era, but he 
was also the prophet for late-twentieth-century racism in the United States. If such is the case, either history 
must be the new “dismal science” or both Jefferson and America are wrong.
But Finkelman insists that a third option exists. Scholars have created “a mythical man—someone who in 
[Merrill] Peterson’s words went up to Mount Olympus.” After creating the Jeffersonian myth, they “further 
burdened him with an image that carries with it our conception of the United States” (page 167). But as Levy 
did in 1963, Finkelman does in 1996: he argues that it is time to look at Jefferson as an important Revolutionary 
leader, a person with virtues and faults. From this perspective, Jefferson’s views on race “are embarrassing, 
not just by the standards of our age but by the standards of his own age” (page 165). However, though Jefferson 
failed to join the best of his generation to end slavery and challenge racism, it is possible to see his virtues and 
the power of his ideas “because we will see them in the context of his own humanity” (page 167).

3158.Edmund S. Morgan, AMERICAN SLAVERY, AMERICAN FREEDOM: THE ORDEAL OF COLONIAL VIRGINIA (NY: W.W. Norton, 
1974), page 387.

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY

HDT WHAT? INDEX
Put differently, if history is important, at least one element of that importance has to be the insights that it 
offers. But if those insights, or perspectives, are to be valid, it is important that scholars give heed to the full 
weight of historical evidence. Precisely because history seems to offer insights and perspectives on the present, 
it becomes a battleground—often a heated one—on what we remember and what we forget. History creates a 
common memory that holds individuals and institutions together and binds them in a common enterprise. 
“Selective” forgetting can distort the past as much as creative invention. To question Jefferson’s ideas about 
slavery and racism is not to question America. To question Jefferson is to follow the best of the Jeffersonian 
tradition of examining institutions, with the hope of preserving the best ones, reforming others, and rebelling 
against the rest.
Perhaps no better instruction exists for that daunting task than using “Experience,” a notion that figures 
prominently in Jefferson’s Declaration of Independence. However, if that experience is derived—another good 
Jeffersonian term from the Declaration—from a contrived past, it would convey misguided perspectives, 
perhaps as pernicious in their impact as those derived from abstract reasoning. If Jefferson has relevance to 
modern America on race and slavery, it is not because he stood outside of history by ascending Mt. Olympus, 
but because he was a major historical figure who continues to inform the present. Our image of Jefferson 
matters but, in insisting on his humanity, “we can better understand something about ourselves and our 
country’s past” (page 167).
Rhetorically, Jefferson looked to slavery’s end at some undefined future. Tragically, it was left to Lincoln’s 
generation to begin ending slavery and to start “bind[ing] up the nation’s wounds” that slavery and racism 
caused. The scourge of the “terrible war” that Lincoln memorialized at Gettysburg has passed, but the quest 
for that “new birth of freedom” and the realization of the Jeffersonian “proposition that all men are created 
equal,” remain “unfinished work,” to use Lincoln’s memorable phrases. Perhaps that unfinished work is at the 
heart of any shared memory and common enterprise for late-twentieth-century Americans. If it is, then it seems 
imperative that a precise definition of that work be carefully limned. History is important to Finkelman—
vitally important—so in writing this volume he assumed that it was an imperative to be careful and precise.
By some standards, Finkelman’s is a slim volume. The text is only 167 pages, supported by extensive notes 
and bibliography. More important, his is a compelling account of the history of slavery and racism at the 
nation’s founding and of Jefferson’s place in that history. It is written by a discerning scholar who has devoted 
his professional career to examining the constitutional and legal dimensions of slavery, but presented in clear, 
readable form. Happily, this volume could be used in survey courses, in period courses on the Revolutionary 
or the Early National eras, and in courses on constitutional history. With its many references to the works of 
other scholars, it would fit nicely into courses on historiography and historical method. Graduate students 
would profit from its use in their courses, as would law students; indeed, graduate and law school seminars 
could be organized around it. It deserves a wide readership. Anyone who wants to talk intelligently about the 
history of slavery and ideas about race in the nation’s history should feel compelled to come to terms with his 
book. And the publisher, M.E. Sharpe, is to be congratulated for simultaneously offering the volume in paper 
and hardcover formats.
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Eric Foner’s FREE SOIL, FREE LABOR, FREE MEN: THE IDEOLOGY OF THE REPUBLICAN PARTY BEFORE THE 
CIVIL WAR described how historical scholarship during the 1960s had brought a decline in the reputation of 
the early Republican party, as a number of scholars had begun to notice that it had been straightforward race 
prejudice –a desire to prevent blacks, either free or slave, from entering the new western territories– that had 
been at the root of their antislavery crusade, rather than any great desire to bring race justice to America. 
(The book has been republished with a new introductory essay as of 1995.)

The Great Meetinghouse of the Religious Society of Friends in Newport, Rhode Island was restored under the 
guidance of Orin M. Bullock, architect, and then presented by its owner, Mrs. Sydney L. Wright, to the 
Newport Historical Society.

This structure had been at first a Quaker meetinghouse, and then, beginning in about 1905, a black dancehall. 
The main industries of Newport used to be piracy and the international slave trade, and then the occupations 
of pirate and of international slave trader fell into some disrepute and the town fell into despair and disrepair. 
Now Newport has an industry again, that of catering to families on vacation. Tourism is king, Newport is no 
longer in disrepair, and despair has become a stranger there. Therefore, when this huge structure was restored, 
its history as an interesting swinging black dancehall has been carefully erased. (In Newport you can be 
confronted with black people as slaves and victims, but not as dancers and party-goers — it is, of course, not 
so much that there is no place in the catering industry for black people as that there is no place in the catering 
industry for such a thing as cognitive dissonance.)

On the East Side of Providence, at the Moses Brown School of the Religious Society of Friends, an 
unprogrammed meeting for worship was re-introduced, for such students as would voluntarily attend such 
sessions.

1970
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Kenneth L. Carroll’s “Quaker Opposition to the Establishment of a State Church in Maryland” (Maryland 
Historical Magazine 65, pages 149-170). Also, his QUAKERISM ON THE EASTERN SHORE (Baltimore: 
Maryland Historical Society).

Racially integrated primary education continued at the Carolina Friends School of the Durham, North Carolina 
Friends monthly meeting, but in this year Susan Gower Smith and David Tillerson Smith provided funds and 
it became possible to add a preschool in a wooden addition to the temporary building.3159

3159. This wooden addition would later be replaced by a brick building. The Early School complex would serve Carolina Friends 
School for more than 35 years before being removed to make way for the new meetinghouse.
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Clerks of Meeting

1943-1947 Edward K. Kraybill

1947-1948 William Van Hoy, Jr.

1949-1949 John de J. Pemberton, Jr.

1950-1951 Harry R. Stevens

1951-1952 John A. Barlow

1952-1957 Susan Gower Smith

1957-1960 Frances C. Jeffers

1960-1961 Cyrus M. Johnson

1961-1965 Peter H. Klopfer

1965-1967 Rebecca W. Fillmore

1967-1968 David Tillerson Smith

1968-1970 Ernest Albert Hartley

1970-1971 John Hunter

1971-1972 John Gamble

1972-1974 Lyle B. Snider (2 terms)

1974-1975 Helen Gardella

1976-1978 Cheryl F. Junk

1978-1980 Alice S. Keighton

1980-1982 John B. Hunter

1982-1984 Edward M. Arnett

1984-1986 Calhoun D. Geiger
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1986-1988 John P. Stratton

1988-1990 J. Robert Passmore

1990-1992 Karen Cole Stewart

1992-1995 Kathleen Davidson March

1995-1998 Nikki Vangsnes

1998-2000 Co-clerks J. Robert Passmore
& Karen Cole Stewart

2000-2002 Amy Brannock

2002-2002 Jamie Hysjulien (Acting)

2002-2005 William Thomas O’Connor

2005-2007 Terry Graedon

2007-2009 Anne Akwari

2009-2012 Joe Graedon

2012-2013 Marguerite Dingman

2013-2016 Co-clerks Cathy Bridge & 
David Bridge

2016- Toby Berla
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1998
February 15, Sunday: Sketches for a symphony by Edward Elgar and elaborated by Payne are performed for the initial 
time as Elgar’s Symphony no.3 in Royal Festival Hall, London, 65 years after they were made by the 
composer.

Equale for 4 trombones by Leslie Bassett was performed for the initial time, at Furman University, Greenville, 
South Carolina.

Richard Feynman died.

An extraordinarily different article appeared in the local Providence, Rhode Island newspaper, the “ProJo”:

History of slavery in R.I. not a story in black and white, but shades of gray

By JODY McPHILLIPS, Journal-Bulletin Staff Writer

Steven Spielberg shot his slave-revolt film La Amistad in
Rhode Island because the state has great Colonial
architecture.
It made sense for other reasons.
Rhode Island played a bigger role than any other state
in the Atlantic slave trade and had the only slave
plantations in New England. At the same time, it was an
early leader in the efforts to abolish slavery.
“Throughout the 18th century, Rhode Island merchants
controlled between 60 and 90 percent of the American
trade in African slaves,” writes historian Jay Coughtry
in THE NOTORIOUS TRIANGLE: RHODE ISLAND AND THE AFRICAN SLAVE
TRADE, 1700-1807.
To be fair, the American slave trade amounted to just a
small fraction of the European trade, which brought more
than 11 million Africans to the New World over nearly
400 years.
Only half a million of them went directly to North
American colonies; the rest went to the plantations and
slave markets of Central and South America, from which
some would be resold later to the southern colonies.
By comparison Rhode Island, which came the closest of
any colony to having a slave trade of its own, made more
than 900 slaving voyages during the 18th century,
transporting about 106,000 slaves.
Few actually settled in Rhode Island, which was poorly
suited for large-scale agriculture with its small rocky

1998

Richard Feynman unsolicited comment “I’d hate to die twice, It’s so boring.”

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Richard_Feynman
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Richard_Feynman


TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY

HDT WHAT? INDEX
farms and icy winters. But they were bought from the
slave fortresses of Africa’s Gold Coast with Rhode
Island-made rum; transported on Rhode Island-built
ships to the slave markets of the Caribbean; and later
dressed in Rhode Island-made slave cloth.
Why did Rhode Island get so involved?
Money, mostly. The state had good ports and skilled
seamen but not much good farmland. Once the fertile
areas of South County were settled, the only place to
make real money was at sea.
And no trade was as profitable as slaving.
Slave traders like the Browns of Providence amassed
great fortunes, enough to build those mansions along
Benefit Street and to found Brown University. Later,
Rhode Island textile manufacturers produced the coarse
cotton cloth slaves wore throughout the New World, much
like prison garb today.
There were also coincidental connections.
Two groups who eventually settled here –the Portuguese
and the Cape Verdeans– played huge roles in the early
slave trade. In the 1400s, the Portuguese were the first
Europeans to buy or steal humans from the west coast of
Africa; they turned the empty, volcanic Cape Verde
islands into a major depot for the worldwide slave trade
and created a mixed-race population that flourishes
today throughout southeastern New England.
And yet, from the earliest days, some Rhode Islanders
were repelled by this human commerce.
The conflict tore families apart. John Brown, of
Providence, was an avid slaver, his brother Moses Brown
an abolitionist who fought him at every turn. Bristol
slaver James DeWolf’s son Levi made one slaving voyage
and abandoned the trade in disgust; Levi’s brother
Charles once defended his extensive slaving activities
by telling a preacher, “Parson, I’ve always wanted to
roll in gold.”
In 1774, the General Assembly outlawed importing slaves
into Rhode Island; a decade later, it was one of the
first states to free children born of slave mothers.
It’s a complicated story, with many moral shadings. Or,
as Keith Stokes of Newport says, “It’s not black and
white so much as gray.”

***

Humanity is divided into two: the masters and the
slaves.

— Aristotle, POLITICS.

How could it happen? How could supposedly civilized
people enslave other human beings?
Historian Hugh Thomas, in THE SLAVE TRADE, says slavery
is as old as recorded history, known in virtually all
cultures. Typically, slaves were people who lost wars,
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owed debts, broke laws or were sold into servitude by
impoverished parents.
Throughout the Middle Ages, enslavement was
increasingly linked to religious conflict. Moslems
would enslave Christians, or vice versa: the dominant
culture felt they were doing the “less enlightened”
people a favor, by liberating them from error and
exposing them to the true faith.
By the 1400s, the seafaring Portuguese had begun trading
with the small fiefdoms of northwest Africa. They went
looking for gold, but didn’t find enough; increasingly,
they brought home slaves, with the blessing of the Pope.
Better a slave in an advanced Christian nation than a
free subject of a “cannibal” king, the reasoning went.
African slaves quickly became highly prized as strong,
hardy workers able to withstand punishing tropical
heat. As European colonists flooded into the New World,
demand for workers grew exponentially, especially in
the Caribbean islands and the plantations of Central and
South America.
At first, the Europeans tried to enslave the native
Indians too. The first slaves transported across the
Atlantic, in fact, went west to east: Taino Indians
brought to Spain from the Caribbean by Christopher
Columbus.
But the New World Indians proved too susceptible to
European diseases, and not strong enough to cultivate
the new cash crops of sugar, tobacco, rice, cotton and
indigo in the tropics.
It was the Africans’ bad luck that they were physically
well suited to hard work in hot climates — and that
African kings and chieftains were so willing to sell
their enemies and rivals into slavery.
Over the next centuries, the combined lure of gold and
slaves drew successive waves of Europeans to Africa: the
Portuguese, the Spanish, the Dutch, the French, and
finally the English, in the mid-1600s.
They made no bones about why.
“A ship full of blacks brings more to the Treasury than
galleons and fleets put together,” wrote Pedro Zapata
de Mendoza, governor of Cartegena de Indias (in present-
day Colombia), in 1648.
The British entered the trade two centuries after the
Portuguese, but quickly made up for lost time. One
maritime city after another sent huge ships to Africa,
capable of carrying as many as 450 slaves at once.
They made money hand over fist.
“Liverpool was in no way shy about the benefits brought
her by the slave trade,” Thomas writes about the city.
“The facade of the Exchange carried reliefs of Africans’
heads, with elephants, in a frieze, and one street was
commonly known as ‘Negro Row.’”
By the end of the 17th century, British traders had
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exported nearly 100,000 slaves from Africa; by 1725,
75,000 had been sold to British North America.
It was about that time that slaving voyages start
showing up in Rhode Island records.

***

The early eighteenth century marked the end of North
America’s novitiate in the traffic of slaves. In the
seventeenth century, too poor or too concerned with
primitive agriculture, colonists there had been slow to
participate in any substantial way.
A few slaves acting as servants had always been seen in
all the colonies; but it was not until the owners of
plantations in the Carolinas ... realized they could
make considerable profits from rice and indigo that
anything like a regular trade in slaves began.

— Hugh Thomas

The only land in Rhode Island good enough for
plantation-style farming was the Narragansett Country
(South County today), where a handful of white
landowners did get rich off the labor of black slaves
in the years before the Revolution.
But the rest of the settlers had to come up with other
ways to make money. The colony’s most successful
industry was distilling rum, which at first was sold
mainly to other colonies. The strong, good-quality rum
soon found a market with slave-trading Africans of the
Gold Coast who preferred it to Caribbean rums, which
could be weak, salty or packed in leaky barrels.
Rhode Island distillers in Newport (and later Bristol
and Providence) were soon making double- and triple-
distilled rums for the African trade, taking care to
pack it in sturdy hogsheads. Rhode Island rum became so
popular in Africa that, like gold, it served as money.
The rum-for-slaves trade began slowly, with occasional
voyages as far back as 1709. The triangle trade that
evolved was simple: take rum to Africa, and trade it for
slaves; take the slaves to the Caribbean, and trade them
for molasses; take the molasses back to Rhode Island,
and make more rum.
Everybody made out — except the slaves.
At first, the trade was concentrated in Newport. By
1725, one or two voyages a year were being recorded; by
1735, it was up to a dozen a year, a pace maintained
until 1740, when fighting between England, Spain and
then France disrupted all colonial commerce.
A pattern developed: when hostilities broke out, trade
faltered; when peace resumed, slaving boomed. In 1750,
15 Rhode Island trips were recorded; by 1772, that
number had doubled.

***
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Rhode Island and, particularly, Newport, was, in the
1750s and 1760s, still the North American colonies’ most
important slaving zone. Newport, which always welcomed
enterprising people without asking whence they came,
also used more slaves in small businesses, farms, or
homes than any other Northern colony.

— Hugh Thomas

One Rhode Islander in nine was black, the highest
percentage north of the Mason-Dixon line. Most were
slaves on the Narragansett Country plantations, but
others clustered in Newport, where an artisan class of
skilled workers developed.
Slavery in New England –and particularly liberal
Newport– was probably never absolute. From the early
days, a small percentage of Newport blacks were free
men, having bought or otherwise obtained their freedom.
Keith Stokes, in an essay on the slave trade, writes,
“An early 1770s census lists nearly one-third of
(Newport’s) 9,000 inhabitants as being Negro, both
slave and free.”
Ship captains were always looking for able mariners; by
1800, “black seamen made up 21 percent of all Newport
crews engaged in the West Indian, European and African
trades,” writes Coughtry.
Yet at the same time, slavers were working out of
Providence, Bristol and Warren as well as Newport.
(Bristol, in fact, surpassed Newport as the state’s
primary slaving port as the century closed). Merchants
in Greenwich, Tiverton, Little Compton and North
Kingstown played a lesser role.
The slavers were some of the colony’s leading citizens,
their names still familiar today: Newport’s John
Bannister (Bannister’s Wharf) and Abraham Redwood
(Redwood Library); John Brown of Providence (Brown
University); the DeWolfs of Bristol, who built Linden
Place.
One of the most active was Aaron Lopez of Newport, a
founder of Touro Synagogue, who entered the slave trade
in 1762 and by 1775 was the largest taxpayer in Newport,
with more than 30 ships.
Some were more reprehensible than others. In 1764,
Simeon Potter of Bristol wrote to his captain on the
slaver King George: “Water your rum as much as possible
and sell as much by the short measure as you can.”
Or the captain of James DeWolf’s slaver Polly, who lashed
a slave infected with smallpox to a chair, threw her
overboard, and “lamented only the lost chair.”
Merchants not rich enough to build their own ships
pooled resources and invested in voyages. Later on, the
ships were more often owned by individuals or family
groups.
Rhode Islanders made a go of slaving for a number of
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reasons. Their small, sturdy ships held from 75 to 150
slaves, far fewer than the massive British or French
slavers, but their survival rates were better. Shorter
loading times in Africa exposed the crews to fewer new
diseases, and less crowding of slaves meant fewer died
on the voyage, which took from five to 12 weeks.
La Amistad-style rebellions did occur –17 revolts were
recorded on Rhode Island slavers between 1730 and 1807–
but were about half as common as on British and French
slavers, perhaps because conditions were somewhat
better on the smaller boats.
The British destruction of Newport during the
Revolution brought a temporary halt to the trade. When
it resumed after the war, much of the action shifted up
the bay to Bristol, home of the DeWolf clan.

***

Without a doubt, then, the DeWolfs had the largest
interest in the African slave trade of any American
family before or after the Revolution; theirs was one
of the few fortunes that truly rested on rum and slaves.

— Jay Coughtry

It was a family operation, all right — along the lines
of la cosa nostra.
The first DeWolf slaver was Mark Anthony DeWolf, who
began as captain for his brother-in-law, Simeon Potter.
By 1774, Mark Anthony and Charles, one of his five sons,
had completed seven voyages and may have been financing
their own ships, Coughtry writes.
Between 1784 and 1807, seven DeWolfs completed 88
slaving voyages, or one-quarter of all Rhode Island
trips made in those years; they were involved in 60
percent of the slaving voyages from Bristol.
They didn’t just sail the ships — they branched out into
all aspects of the operation. James DeWolf, another of
Mark Anthony’s sons, married the daughter of William
Bradford, who owned Bristol’s rum distillery; he went
on to make another fortune in cotton manufacturing, and
served in the U.S. Senate.
Other sons sold slaves at slave markets in Charleston
and Havana; the family also bought a Cuban sugar
plantation, so they had a piece of the action at all
stages of the cycle.
They were resourceful. As the public grew more repulsed
by slavery and anti-slavery laws began to be passed, the
DeWolfs dug in, and used their clout and connections to
keep the money flowing.
By the turn of the century, William Ellery, the customs
collector in Newport, was cracking down on illegal
slaving. The DeWolfs got the General Assembly to create
a separate customs office in Bristol, and in 1804 snared
the collector’s job for Charles Collins, a DeWolf in-
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law and a slaver himself.
It was clear sailing out of Bristol after that.
Although slavery was outlawed nationally as of 1808,
James DeWolf continued slaving until 1820, “the period
of the [Rhode Island] trade’s greatest profits,” writes
Arline Ruth Kiven, in a history of the state’s
abolitionist movement called THEN WHY THE NEGROES?
“This was also the time of his greatest affluence,”
although, she notes, there are no records for the
Bristol port during this period because Collins burned
them all when he was finally ousted in 1820.
Slavers were pretty crafty about staying ahead of the
anti-slaving laws. A 1794 law banning U.S. citizens from
carrying slaves to other nations, for example, had only
one real enforcement provision: much like modern-day
drug laws, the government could confiscate slaving
vessels and sell them at auction.
Slavers promptly rigged the auctions so they (or straw
buyers) could buy back the ships for pocket change. The
government countered by getting the ships assessed, and
then sending an agent to the auction to enter that price
as an opening bid.
Samuel Bosworth, the surveyor for Bristol, was the
unfortunate soul sent to bid on the Lucy, a slaver
confiscated from Charles DeWolf. He undertook the job
“with considerable fear and trembling,” writes
Coughtry.
The night before the sale, Bosworth got a visit from
DeWolf, his brother James, and John Brown, who advised
him to refuse the assignment. He stood his ground.
The next morning the DeWolfs dropped by again, telling
Bosworth that while they certainly wouldn’t harm a hair
of his head, if he showed up at the sale he would
probably be “insulted if not thrown off the wharf” by
sailors.
Bosworth never made it to the auction. “His would-be
baptizers, in nominal Indian dress and with faces
blackened, seized him as he approached the wharf, and
hustled him aboard a small sailboat” which took him for
a pleasant two-mile ride down the bay, Coughtry writes.
By the time he made it back to Bristol, the Lucy had been
bought by a captain who worked for the DeWolfs.
The DeWolfs - or their agents - at times went in for
outright thuggery. In 1800 the Treasury Department sent
Capt. John Leonard to Rhode Island as a kind of special
prosecutor targeting slave traders. He promptly sued
James DeWolf for $20,000 over violations by DeWolf’s
slave ship Fanny.
The jury found for DeWolf. But some months after the
trial, “apparently fearful that Leonard’s strategy
against DeWolf would become a dangerous and costly
precedent, a group of civic-minded Bristolians traveled
to Washington to make their own appeal at the Federal
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Courthouse,” Coughtry writes.
When they spotted Leonard coming down the courthouse
steps, “several unidentified assailants assaulted him.”

***

Whereas, there is a common course practiced by
Englishmen to buy negers so that they may have them for
service or slaves forever; for the preventinge of such
practices among us, let it be ordered that no blacke
mankind or white, being forced by covenant bond, or
otherwise, to serve any man or his assighnes longer than
10 years or until they come to bee 24 years of age....

— Rhode Island’s first anti-slavery law, 1652

The 1652 law was supposed to ban slavery of any kind
from Providence and Warwick, or indentured servitude
for more than 10 years. It was enforced for whites but
largely ignored for blacks; like so many cultures before
them, the British colonies were deeply conflicted over
slavery.
In 1636, Roger Williams, who founded the colony in
Providence, questioned the justice of enslaving the
Pequots. Yet in 1676, the same man denounced one of the
early calls for freeing black slaves as “nothing but a
bundle of ignorance and boisterousness.”
Kiven writes that the northern part of the state was
always less enamored of slavery than the seafaring and
farming south.
Slaving was not confined to a particular religion or
sect. Christians and Jews made fortunes in the trade,
though by the early 18th century Quakers began to
question the ethics of what they were doing.
Abolitionist sentiment got a boost in 1738, when an
article in the English Weekly Miscellany “declared
that, if Africans were to seize people from the coast
of England, one could easily imagine the screams of
‘unjust’ which would be heard,” writes Thomas.
In Newport in 1770, the Rev. Samuel Hopkins of the First
Congregational Church preached his first sermon against
slavery, and was surprised when his congregation –many
of whom owned slaves– did not walk out en masse.
Three years later, Hopkins got the idea of sending two
educated blacks to Africa as missionaries. To that end,
John Quamine and Bristol Yamma were sent to Princeton
College to prepare.
The Revolution intervened, however, and Quamine died
aboard a privateer, while Yamma apparently dropped out
of school to go to work and disappeared into history.
According to Kiven, the Quakers were the biggest and
best-organized religious group in Rhode Island, and
once they began to oppose slavery, its days were
numbered.
One by one, slave owners changed their minds. “College
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Tom” Hazard, heir to Narragansett Country landowner
Robert Hazard, refused his father’s offer of slaves on
his marriage (Robert was said to own 1,000 slaves in
1730).
In 1773, the younger Hazard convinced the Quaker Yearly
Meeting to ban Quaker participation in slavery. That
same year Moses Brown of Providence quit the family
slaving business, and began a decades-long assault on
his brother, John Brown, for continuing to buy and sell
humans; the next year he became a Quaker.
The approach of the Revolution brought a temporary end
to slaving, but also disrupted abolitionist momentum.
In 1774, the General Assembly passed a law banning
residents from importing slaves to Rhode Island, though
it said nothing about visitors, or slaveowners who might
want to move here.
(That was partly because Newport had a prosperous
relationship with rich Southern plantation owners, who
summered in Rhode Island before the Civil War, to escape
the ferocious southern heat).
Brown, working with Hopkins, set about lobbying the
state legislature as well as the Continental Congress;
Hopkins wrote a persuasive tract, DIALOGUE CONCERNING THE
SLAVERY OF THE AFRICANS, which was used well into the 19th
century as an argument for abolition.
The war also gave blacks a chance to earn their own
freedom. In 1778, a law was passed freeing any slave who
would enlist in the Continental Army; several hundred
formed the First Rhode Island Regiment, which performed
well in battle, although the soldiers later had trouble
getting paid.
“Their courage in battle and the subsequent gratitude
of the people of the state to them is credited for the
law, passed in 1784, providing for the gradual abolition
of slavery in the state,” writes Kiven.
The new law, which freed children born of slaves, passed
only after a provision banning the trade entirely was
removed. According to Moses Brown, the act was
eviscerated by the Speaker of the House, William
Bradford of Bristol.
Yes, the same Bradford who ran the big Bristol rum
distillery, and whose daughter was married to slave-
trader James DeWolf.
State House insiders were apparently getting pretty
sick of lectures from the reform-minded Quakers. Wrote
Brown, “We were much flung at by several.”

***

Is it not extraordinary that [Rhode Island], which has
exceeded the rest of the states in carrying on this
trade, should be the first Legislature on this globe
which has prohibited that trade?

— Rev. Samuel Hopkins, Nov. 27, 1787
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Other states were wrestling with the slavery issue. It
proved so contentious that in 1787, when the Continental
Congress adopted a constitution, it deferred any
national action on slavery until 1808.
New England, however, wasn’t waiting around. Rhode
Island banned the trade entirely in 1787; Connecticut
and Massachusetts followed suit the following year.
True, the slave trade would continue for 70 years, by
one means or another. Some slavers shifted operations
to ports like New York, which had not yet passed any
slaving laws; others simply broke the law.
But in 1789, Hopkins and Moses Brown helped found the
Providence Abolition Society, which worked for anti-
slaving laws and sued those who broke them.
One such was John Brown, Moses’ brother. The society
sued him in 1796 on charges of illegal slave-trading;
though he offered to abandon the trade and pay all court
costs, they seemed to want to make an example of him.
They should have taken the deal. He was acquitted.
“The verdict was a definite defeat for the Society, many
of whose members became convinced that a Rhode Island
jury would not give judgment against the prominent type
of men engaged in the slave-trade,” writes Kiven.
Over the next few decades a pattern evolved.
Abolitionists would pressure the government to pass
anti-slavery legislation, and the slaving interests
would do what they could to water it down.
Once a law was passed, business would temporarily falter
while the slavers watched to see how strictly the law
would be enforced; usually, enforcement was sporadic,
and business actually increased.
The American and British governments finally banned
slaving as of 1808. But the trade hardly stopped. Some
American ships flew Spanish flags; Gen. George DeWolf
of Bristol simply shifted his operations to Cuba.
The American law only banned the international slave
trade. American slavers could still trade slaves
internally, or move them up and down the coast. And they
did, because demand was huge.
With the invention of the cotton gin in 1793, the demand
for agricultural workers exploded in the south, Thomas
writes. In 1792, the United States exported 138,328
pounds of cotton; by 1800, it was 17,790,000 pounds and
by 1820, 35,000,000 pounds.
The planters weren’t going to pick it themselves.

***

Rhode Island participation in the slave trade after Jan.
1, 1808, is a maddening puzzle, for most of the pieces
are missing.

— Jay Coughtry
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It looks like Rhode Island slavers began to pull out of
the business after the federal ban, although it’s hard
to be sure since it was easy to cheat, particularly at
first.
Some, like the DeWolfs, continued to slave illegally.
But Coughtry concludes that “it does not appear that
Rhode Island ports or individual Rhode Island merchants
participated in the illegal heyday of the modern
American slave trade” between 1820 and 1860.
They abandoned the business sporadically, much as they
had started. John Brown died in 1803. James DeWolf quit
the trade in 1808, though his brother George continued
until 1820, when the sympathetic Collins was fired in
Bristol; after a series of business failures, George
fled the state in 1825 for his Cuban plantation.
Rhode Island merchants gradually turned away from the
maritime trade and invested their money in cotton mills
— by 1830, the state had 130 of them. They managed to
squeeze yet more profit from slavery: many specialized
in coarse slave or negro cloth, worn by slaves
throughout the New World.
Abolitionists kept up the pressure. The Providence
Abolition Society was joined by other groups; three
buildings still standing today served as stations on the
Underground Railroad — the Isaac Rice homestead in
Newport, the Elizabeth Buffum Chace house in Central
Falls, and the Charles Perry home in Westerly.
Some decided not to wait. In 1826, a group of free
Newport blacks, led by former slave Newport Gardiner,
sailed for Liberia with the help of the American
Colonization Society.
Gardiner, who worked for years to buy freedom for
himself and his family, was freed in 1791. He helped
found the nation’s first black civic organizations, the
African Union Society, and the African Benevolent
Society.
His decision to leave came 14 months after white rioters
destroyed Hard Scrabble, the black community in
Providence (University Heights today).
He was 75 years old.

“I go to set an example for the youth of my race,” he
said. “I go to encourage the young. They can never be
elevated here. I have tried it for 60 years.... It is
in vain.”

Copyright © 1998 The Providence Journal Company

Produced by www.projo.com

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY

HDT WHAT? INDEX
December: A review of James A. McMillin’s THE FINAL VICTIMS: FOREIGN SLAVE TRADE TO NORTH AMERICA, 
1783-1810 (Columbia SC: U of South Carolina P, 2004) by Greg O’Malley of the Department of History at 
Johns Hopkins University:

American Enthusiasm for the Slave Trade
In THE FINAL VICTIMS, James McMillin examines a portion of the
transatlantic slave trade surprisingly little studied by prior
scholars — imports of slaves to the United States and the
Mississippi Valley after the American Revolution. Ever since
Thomas Jefferson blamed the King of England for the slave trade
in his draft of the Declaration of Independence, Americans have
tended to view the slave trade as a colonial phenomenon, often
with the corollary view that slavery in the United States was
an aberrant legacy of a more exploitative past, a stubborn, old
weed to be stamped out by the American march of progress.
McMillin presents a forceful challenge to this linear and
triumphant view of America’s history of slavery by asserting
that, once the United States secured its independence, Americans
resumed the slave trade with alacrity. He argues that the
compromise at the Constitutional Convention, which prevented
Congress from interfering with the trade for twenty years,
allowed Americans to recommit themselves to the use of enslaved
labor. By the time the United States abolished slave imports in
1808, he states, “more than one hundred thousand African slaves
had been disembarked in Charleston and other North American
ports in the Lower South and Mississippi Valley” (p. 1).
As part of this argument, McMillin presents four principal
revisions to scholarship on the slave trade to North America.
With each of these points, he examines a broader base of evidence
than previous historians and makes important contributions
to the field. The first conclusion, that the United States –
including Louisiana, Mississippi, and Florida– imported
approximately 170,000 slaves between 1783 and 1808, demands
McMillin’s greatest attention and is arguably his most
significant contribution, though one can quibble with the
estimate (p. 48). To reach this figure, McMillin joins the field
of scholars revising the estimates put forward by Philip Curtin
in his pioneering THE ATLANTIC SLAVE TRADE: A CENSUS (1969). McMillin
argues that Curtin’s estimate of seventy thousand imports
between 1790 and 1810 suffers from an uncritical acceptance of
a nineteenth-century estimate by H. C. Carey, which relied on
unrealistic calculations of the enslaved population’s natural
growth (pp. 13-17). To replace this estimate, McMillin employs

21ST CENTURY

2005
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three methods of measuring the trade and then strikes a balance
between them. First, he estimates the natural growth of the
African-American population and deducts that figure from the net
growth of the population, figuring that the remainder of the
growth should equal net African immigration. This is the same
method used by Carey and adopted by Curtin, but McMillin
improves upon their blanket estimate of natural reproduction by
adjusting the figure for regions known for high mortality, such
as the low country of South Carolina and Georgia. By this method,
he estimates that imports of 200,248 Africans must have
supplemented the natural increase of the population (pp. 18-23).
For his second method, McMillin adds up the total imports from
any slave voyages he could document through newspapers, port
records, correspondence, or merchant’s accounts. This method
leads to an estimate of 106,000, which he states must be too
low, given the gaps and omissions in the surviving records (pp.
30-39). To address the problem of holes in the documentary
record, McMillin employs a third method, namely estimating the
carrying capacity of all ships engaged in the slave trade. By
this method, he calculates that these ships could have carried
146,000 people to North America (pp. 39-46). McMillin then
explains where holes in the records of shipments and documented
arrivals leave room for additions to the lower estimates to
bring them more closely in line with the estimates based on
census data, and ultimately triangulates on the 170,000
estimate.
McMillin’s argument that the previous estimate of seventy
thousand needed upward revision is quite convincing and is based
on an impressive collection of sources. That said, a few of his
assumptions may have prompted a slight over-calculation.
In balancing between his three estimates, attention seems to
focus more on what might have made the lower estimates too low
than on questioning what might have made the highest estimate
too high. This is partly for good reason; McMillin is quite right
to argue that records will never allow any historian to document
every importation of slaves, so the lowest of his figures had
the least chance of accuracy. Nonetheless, McMillin rather
quickly dismisses his own question about his highest figure —
whether early censuses were as thorough as later ones. If the
early censuses undercounted, then the overall growth of the
slave population was slower than the records seem to indicate.
Hence, the slave trade would need to account for less growth.
This seems especially important to consider if one interrogates
the data on documented slave arrivals — the method that produced
the lowest estimate. While it is certainly true that not all
arrivals could possibly be documented, there is also a danger
of counting the same arrival multiple times, which would inflate
the estimate. In his thorough research, McMillin has documented
any mention of vessels arriving in, or bound for, America with
slaves, and where a specific cargo size was not specified, he
estimates the likely number of slaves based on averages for the
specific type of ship. The trouble comes when the names of
vessels do not appear in the documentary record. If a newspaper
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reports an unnamed ship buying slaves on the coast of Africa in
December, and a merchant records the arrival of a ship with 170
slaves the following May, might not these be reports of the same
shipment? 
The CD-ROM included with THE FINAL VICTIMS presents McMillin’s
database of documented slave shipments and arrivals. Given the
breadth of McMillin’s research, this is an extremely valuable
resource to other historians of the slave trade, and he should
be applauded for the openness with which he presents his
findings. Examination of the data presented, though, does raise
the question of whether several slave trading voyages might have
been counted multiple times because they appeared in various
sources that McMillin consulted. If so, this would widen the gap
between the highest and lowest estimates, suggesting that the
overall estimate might need to come down just a bit. This is not
to suggest, however, that McMillin’s overall contention –that
many more slaves entered the United States than previously
thought– is invalid; he quite convincingly shows active
importation, legal and illegal, throughout the post-
Revolutionary period.
The second major conclusion of THE FINAL VICTIMS is that
recognizing the higher volume of slave trading forces us to
adjust our understanding of the ethnic make-up of the African-
American population. This argument has important implications
for studies that trace the transmission of cultural,
technological, and linguistic practices from regions in Africa
to the Americas. Many records of slave arrivals note a specific
region of departure in Africa, and McMillin calculates their
relative proportions to show that, compared to the colonial
period, Americans after the Revolution imported fewer people
proportionally from Senegambia, the Windward Coast, and the
Bight of Benin, while increasing the importation of individuals
from Sierra Leone, the Gold Coast, the Bight of Biafra, and west
central Africa. Perhaps more importantly, he shows that overall
North American imports –colonial and early national– varied from
the norm elsewhere in the Americas. The modern-day United States
imported more people from Senegambia, Sierra Leone, the Windward
Coast, and the Gold Coast than most other regions did, while
taking fewer individuals from the Bights of Benin and Biafra.
These conclusions should aid scholars studying cultural
differences across slave populations, but McMillin’s work also
reminds readers of the diversity of the slave population’s West
African origins. No one region supplied the majority of slaves.
McMillin’s third argument is compelling in showing the broad
participation of American merchants in slave importation. While
British traders, who had been prominent before the Revolution,
resumed their activities after the war, McMillin shows the
increasing participation of Americans. In particular, he
documents the crucial involvement of southern merchants by the
1790s, especially from Charleston. McMillin shows that steady
demand kept prices high, making the trade quite profitable, and
he is particularly effective in showing how the slave trade was
integrated into the broader economy. Few merchants were slave
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trade specialists; instead, a broad range of merchants
participated in the trade at various times. McMillin also notes
that many of these merchants were recent immigrants to the
United States from various parts of the British Isles.
Finally, McMillin argues that conditions for the forced migrants
in the slave trade worsened after the Revolution, a point that
he supports thoroughly for the frantic period just prior to
abolition, but which may not be as broadly applicable as he
suggests. He shows that journeys to the Gulf Coast to supply the
emerging Deep South cotton and sugar plantations were often
longer than other transatlantic journeys, particularly because
merchants often transshipped slaves to the region from the
Caribbean, so slaves completed the deadly Middle Passage only
to board ships again for North America. While such journeys
undoubtedly added to the hardships of the captives, journeys to
South Carolina and Georgia were far more common than those to
the Gulf Coast, and there is little evidence to suggest that
journeys to the Atlantic Coast changed much from preceding
decades, at least until 1807. McMillin does show convincingly
that, in the rush to import slaves prior to abolition, greedy
merchants overcrowded ships (if they could get enough slaves in
Africa) and then compounded the problem by holding slaves off
the market once they had been legally imported to the United
States. The Charleston slave market was glutted from last-minute
voyages, so many merchants kept slaves aboard ship for months
waiting for prices to rise, this led to horrific mortality rates
and emphasized the merchants’ view of their captives as human
commodities.
Overall, McMillin presents a wealth of new evidence showing that
the slave trade to North America after the Revolution was more
significant than scholars have recognized, and makes a valuable
contribution to the study of the slave trade and American
slavery more broadly. While Revolutionary ideology pushed some
Americans to reject slavery as incompatible with their
experiment with democracy, THE FINAL VICTIMS shows that other
Americans maintained their enthusiasm for importing Africans to
exploit as unfree laborers, even as they experimented with a
form of government that allowed greater freedoms to people of
European descent.

Copyright (c) 2006 by H-Net, all rights reserved. H-Net
permits the redistribution and reprinting of this work
for nonprofit, educational purposes, with full and
accurate attribution to the author, web location, date
of publication, originating list, and H-Net: Humanities
& Social Sciences Online. For other uses contact the
Reviews editorial staff: hbooks@mail.h-net.msu.edu.
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Publication of Erik Calonius’s THE WANDERER: THE LAST AMERICAN SLAVE SHIP AND THE CONSPIRACY 
THAT SET ITS SAILS, by St. Martin’s Press:

THE WANDERER3160:
THE LAST AMERICAN SLAVE SHIP

AND THE CONSPIRACY THAT SET ITS SAILS
By Erik Calonius

St. Martin’s Press, $25.95, 298 pages

2006

3160. The Wanderer had been built as a sugar baron’s racing yacht, for “comfort and luxury,” and had been berthed at the New 
York Yacht Club. Iron freshwater storage tanks, a necessity for the transport of large numbers of human beings, had in the port of 
Savannah been added belowdecks — the vessel would come to dock at Georgia’s Jekyll Island with a human cargo of perhaps 420 
(during its Middle Passage, 80 perished). Eventually the US Navy would capture the vessel and transform it into a Union gunboat.
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Reviewed by Kimberly Palmer

On July 4, 1858, a ship called the Wanderer left Charleston,
S.C., and set sail for the Congo. Disguised as a luxury cruise
ship, the Wanderer had first raised suspicion when it docked in
Long Island and loaded far more supplies than usual for a casual
cruise. Officials surmised (correctly, as it turned out) that
the ship was a slave ship.
In “The Wanderer,” Erik Calonius brings to light the tale of the
last known ship that brought slaves to the United States from
Africa. Using newspaper accounts, letters and legal documents,
Mr. Calonius, formerly a London correspondent for the Wall
Street Journal and Miami bureau chief for Newsweek, reconstructs
the journey in painstaking detail.
Where little or no evidence remains of the Wanderer’s voyage –
including the brief excursion into Africa and the slave market
where the ship’s crew purchased the slaves– Mr. Calonius writes
that he used eyewitness accounts of the slave trade to describe
what the slaves and the crew of the Wanderer likely experienced.
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The result is a compelling and heartrending record of a journey
that helped push the nation to the brink of the Civil War.
Transporting slaves from Africa was outlawed in 1820, but nearly
four decades later, the practice –profitable but risky–
continued. The Wanderer’s crew eluded the law by charming
officials who were not all that interested in enforcing it.
When the ship reached the 3,000-mile long African shoreline,
patrolled by 28 British and American ships, one of the British
patrol ships spotted it. The Wanderer’s captain –William C.
Corrie, a well-connected Southerner– invited the crew aboard.
“After months of tedious Africa duty, the British were more than
happy to explore this luxury yacht,” writes Mr. Calonius.
Corrie invited the crew to stay for dinner as well as after-
dinner champagne and cigars on the deck. The British patrollers
said goodbye after deciding the Wanderer was simply a cruise
ship and not a slaver.
Soon after that meeting, the crew rolled up the ship’s luxury
carpets and put away its library books in preparation for nearly
500 slaves. Each one was given a space that measured just 12
inches in width, 18 inches in height, and less than five feet
in length — smaller than a typical slave ship.
Corrie purchased the slaves from a dealer and had them branded
with a hot iron. During the return voyage, 80 slaves perished
because of the harsh conditions below deck. Those that survived
were unloaded in Georgia. After the Africans were spotted by
locals, federal prosecutors started to build a case against the
Wanderer’s owners.
Prosecutors soon found themselves up against the powerful, pro-
slavery networks of Georgia. One of the ship’s owners, Charles
Lamar, a wealthy Savannah resident, reminded witnesses that he
could make life miserable for anyone who testified against him.
Lamar was a “fire-eater” who wanted the slave trade to flourish
and who hoped that the South would eventually split from the
North. The nationally publicized trials of those implicated in
the Wanderer scheme helped cause that rift.
“If they fail to hang the men,” wrote the New York Times of the
South, “if their officials are so lax, or their juries so
perjured, as to permit this trade to be carried on with impunity,
in face of all our laws against it — they will suffer all the
consequences of an actual complicity in the proceeding
itself.... the entire population of the North will wage upon
[the South] a relentless war of extermination.”
As Mr. Calonius notes, that prediction proved prophetic indeed.
The defendants in the Wanderer trials were found not guilty, the
abolitionist John Brown was hanged not long after and war soon
broke out.
The threat of the Civil War looms throughout the narrative. In
the 1850s, the South had not yet embraced the industrial
revolution. Agricultural life, which depended on the labor of
slaves, was idealized for its slow pace and comfortable
lifestyle. At the same time, the South’s economy was slipping
further and further behind the more industrialized North.
By 1860, New England was manufacturing three times as many goods

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY

HDT WHAT? INDEX
as the South. In the meantime, the South, which had grown
dependent on the cheap labor of slaves, had to deal with the
reality that as fewer slaves were shipped from Africa, the cost
of owning slaves increased. Few businesses, Mr. Calonius writes,
were more profitable than the illegal transportation of slaves
from Africa to the United States.
Mr. Calonius challenges the popular belief that most Southerners
rallied to fight for slavery. According to him, the South
seceded because a few powerful men wanted to keep slavery alive,
and they persuaded many others to support their fight against
what they saw as Northern interference.
Most farmers and merchants, he writes, had no stake in slavery
whatsoever and even less interest in breaking up the country
over it. In Savannah, the vast majority of residents did not own
slaves. To garner support for slavery, the rich plantation
owners who needed slaves to maintain their wealth started a
campaign to convince people that if slaves were freed, they
would plunder and steal throughout the region.
“It was not the first time in history that a group of radicals
had overwhelmed the will of a weak and unfocused majority, nor
would it be the last,” writes the author.
For most of the book, Mr. Calonius focuses on the saga of the
ship and not the slaves themselves. But one of the most
compelling tales comes at the end, when he recounts what
happened to Cilucangy, a slave brought over on the Wanderer as
a boy.
After the Civil War, Cilucangy worked in Georgia as a basket
weaver. Despite his desire to return to Africa as an adult, he
failed to amass the necessary funds. He started a family in
Georgia, and his descendants include lawyers and teachers.
Margret Higgins, Cilucangy’s great-granddaughter, lives near
the Uniondale exit of the Long Island Expressway. Her grandson
was named Alexander Cilucangy Valenti, in honor of the courage
and resiliency of his forebear.

Kimberly Palmer is a reporter at Government Executive magazine.
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THE RHODE ISLAND SLAVE-TRADERS:

BUTCHERS, BAKERS AND CANDLESTICK-MAKERS

Rachel Chernos Lin3161

On 12 July 1770, David Beekman, a factor in St Croix, wrote to
Newport, Rhode Island merchant, Aaron Lopez, informing him of
the state of the slave market on the Caribbean island. At the
close of the letter, he told Lopez, “You may depend should you
or any of your friends have any command this way be assured no
one will serve them on better terms than I shall and take care
of their interest....”3162 Beekman’s appeal was typical of the
many such applications made to eighteenth-century Rhode Island
merchants. Indeed, his language suggests that he faced
competition from other factors on the island. In writing to
Lopez, a well-known, well connected merchant, Beekman was
clearly seeking to develop contacts among Rhode Island slave-
traders, whom he apparently saw as a substantial source of
potential clients.
Contemporaries, then, were certainly aware of Rhode Island’s
interest in the slave-trade, although historians have only
recently begun to document and quantify the nature and scope of
its involvement.3163 From early in the eighteenth century until
the end of 1807, when the American branch of the Atlantic slave-
trade was officially closed, Rhode Island slavers were
responsible for at least half of all slaving voyages from
mainland North America.3164 At times, Rhode Islanders controlled
as much as 60 to 90 per cent of that traffic, leading one
historian to suggest that the American slave-trade might be
better termed the “Rhode Island slave trade.”3165 Yet, while we
now know a considerable amount about the economic side of the
Rhode Island slave-trade and its role in the larger Atlantic
slave-trade, relatively little is known about the slave-traders
themselves – those contacts David Beekman had in mind when he
wrote to Aaron Lopez.
The purpose of this article is to study some of those traders
in terms of their identities, prominence, wealth and
occupations, with respect to the existing historiography and in
the context of the structure and organization of the trade. In

3161.2006: Rachel Chernos Lin is a PhD candidate, Brown University, Providence, Rhode Island 02912.
3162. George P. Wetmore Collection, Reel 3, #379/380, Massachusetts Historical Society (original is located at the Newport 
Historical Society).
3163. The most thorough is Jay Coughtry, THE NOTORIOUS TRIANGLE: RHODE ISLAND AND THE AFRICAN SLAVE TRADE 1700–
1807 (Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 1981).
3164. David Eltis, “The Volume and Structure of the Transatlantic Slave Trade: A Reassessment,” William and Mary Quarterly, 
LVIII, 1 (Jan. 2001), page 22.
3165. Jay Coughtry, THE NOTORIOUS TRIANGLE: RHODE ISLAND AND THE AFRICAN SLAVE TRADE 1700–1807 (Philadelphia: 
Temple University Press, 1981), page 25.
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the main, two distinct but related points emerge: first,
according to the SLAVERY AND ABOLITION, Volume  23, No. 3, December
2002, pages 21–38 published by Frank Cass, London, Rhode Island
slave-trade was characterized and dominated by a fairly large
number of slave-traders who invested in the slave-trade on an
occasional basis; and secondly, the Rhode Island slave-traders
formed a diverse socioeconomic group.

Rhode Island: A Broadly Based Slave-Trade
Rhode Island’s primary role in the slave-trade was as a port of
origin for slaving ventures. Rhode Island slave-traders bought
and outfitted ships that departed from various Rhode Island
ports and sailed to the western coast of Africa laden with goods
(mainly rum, the colony’s major export) for trade and the
purchase of slaves.3166

The ships then returned to the New World, usually by way of the
Caribbean, where the slaves were sold in exchange for bills,
specie and cargo (mainly sugar and molasses for use in the
manufacture of rum). Once these transactions were completed, the
ships sailed back to Rhode Island on the final leg of the voyage,
concluding the triangle of trade.3167

Such a complex, highly structured operation required the
participation of large numbers of individuals. Among those
involved were the merchants, the group traditionally identified
as the slave-traders. In the historiography of the Atlantic
slave-trade, the Rhode Island slave-traders, like their European
counterparts, are portrayed as a small, elite group of well
connected, wealthy merchants who controlled most of the slave-
trade.3168

According to the literature, wealth was an important
prerequisite for investment, due to the high-risk nature of the
slave-trade and the elevated costs associated with it. Unlike
merchants in other types of overseas trade, slave-traders
usually owned, rather than leased, the ships that were used.3169

Since voyages averaged over a year in length, capital outlays
were tied up for long periods and returns could not be realized
until after the voyages were completed.3170 In addition, it cost
more to outfit a slave ship than an ordinary merchant vessel.
Security equipment such as shackles, chains and guns had to be
provided, a large crew had to be recruited, paid and fed, and
the slaves had to be fed at least well enough to ensure they

3166. On the coast of Africa, Rhode Island slave-traders were commonly referred to as “rummen,” underscoring the importance and 
centrality of Rhode Island high-proof rum in the trade for slaves.
3167. For a more complete analysis of distinctive aspects of the triangular nature of the Rhode Island slave-trade, see Jay Coughtry, 
THE NOTORIOUS TRIANGLE: RHODE ISLAND AND THE AFRICAN SLAVE TRADE 1700–1807 (Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 
1981), pages 6–7; Peter J. Coleman, THE TRANSFORMATION OF RHODE ISLAND 1790–1860 (Providence: Brown University Press, 
1963), page 52.
3168. Kenneth Morgan, BRISTOL AND THE ATLANTIC TRADE IN THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY (New York: Cambridge University 
Press, 1993), page 143; David Richardson, “The British Slave Trade to Colonial South Carolina,” Slavery and Abolition, 12, 3 (Dec. 
1991), pages 142–3; John G. Clark, LA ROCHELLE AND THE ATLANTIC ECONOMY DURING THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY (Baltimore: 
The Johns Hopkins University Press, 1981), pages 42, 118; Patrick McGrath, MERCHANTS AND MERCHANDISE IN SEVENTEENTH-
CENTURY BRISTOL, 2nd edition (Bristol: Bristol Record Society, 1968), page xxv.
3169. David Richardson (ed.), BRISTOL, AFRICA AND THE EIGHTEENTH-CENTURY SLAVE TRADE TO AMERICA – Volume 1: THE 
YEARS OF EXPANSION 1698–1729 (Great Britain: Alan Sutton Publishing Limited, printed for the Bristol Record Society, 1986), 
page xiv.
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were in reasonable health upon arrival.3171 Such high start-up
costs increased the risk in slave ventures, especially when
considered in conjunction with some of the other hazards
involved, such as slave resistance on board ship, the ever
present threat of disease and death, and the danger of sea travel
in general in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. As David
Richardson points out, the financial risk loomed large; ships
delivering less than 50 per cent of their proposed number of
slaves usually meant financial loss for their owners.3172 In
order to share the costs and spread the risk, slave-traders
employed certain strategies. Almost all diversified their
activities, even those who invested most heavily in the slave-
trade. Few acted alone in financing slaving voyages.3173 Most
traders became involved in the slave-trade as captains or ship
owners (the former often working their way up the financial
scale), and they tended to operate through partnerships.3174 It
was common practice for a number of traders to join together in
partnerships for individual voyages, with each contributing to
the ship’s outset and cargo and sharing accordingly in its
proceeds.3175 In addition to these practices, common in most
Atlantic slave-trading countries and regions, Rhode Island
traders often further reduced their costs by using smaller
vessels than their European counterparts.3176 Smaller sloops
were cheaper to purchase, required fewer crew, and allowed for
smaller orders, which were easier both to fill and to sell.3177

Despite such measures, however, almost all of the studies to
date seem to agree that the slave-trade was not open to ordinary
citizens because the risks involved and the capital required
were still too high.3178 In his landmark study of the Rhode
Island slave-trade, historian Jay Coughtry contends that the
slave-trade was not only “dominated by the colony’s leading
merchant families,” but also that these slave-traders were “the
cream of Rhode Island’s commercial and political elite; and,
naturally, their opinions were held in high regard.”3179

To date, however, no study has provided a comprehensive

3170. Jay Coughtry, THE NOTORIOUS TRIANGLE: RHODE ISLAND AND THE AFRICAN SLAVE TRADE 1700–1807 (Philadelphia: 
Temple University Press, 1981), pages 50, 184; Roger T. Anstey, THE ATLANTIC SLAVE TRADE AND BRITISH ABOLITION (New 
Jersey: Humanities Press, 1975), page 36; Robert Stein, THE FRENCH SLAVE TRADE IN THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY (Madison: The 
University of Wisconsin Press, 1979), page 117; Herbert S. Klein, THE MIDDLE PASSAGE (New Jersey: Princeton University Press, 
1978), page 157; David Eltis, ECONOMIC GROWTH AND THE ENDING OF THE TRANSATLANTIC SLAVE TRADE (New York: Oxford 
University Press, 1987), page 134.
3171. Richardson, BRISTOL, AFRICA AND THE EIGHTEENTH-CENTURY SLAVE TRADE TO AMERICA – Volume 1, page xvii; John G. 
Clark, LA ROCHELLE AND THE ATLANTIC ECONOMY DURING THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY (Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins 
University Press, 1981), page 127.
3172. Richardson, BRISTOL, AFRICA AND THE EIGHTEENTH-CENTURY SLAVE TRADE TO AMERICA – Volume 1, page xviii.
3173. Jay Coughtry, THE NOTORIOUS TRIANGLE: RHODE ISLAND AND THE AFRICAN SLAVE TRADE 1700–1807 (Philadelphia: 
Temple University Press, 1981), page 46.
3174. Jay Coughtry, THE NOTORIOUS TRIANGLE: RHODE ISLAND AND THE AFRICAN SLAVE TRADE 1700–1807 (Philadelphia: 
Temple University Press, 1981), pages 45–8.
3175. Kenneth Morgan, BRISTOL AND THE ATLANTIC TRADE IN THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY (New York: Cambridge University 
Press, 1993), page 141.
3176. Jay Coughtry, THE NOTORIOUS TRIANGLE: RHODE ISLAND AND THE AFRICAN SLAVE TRADE 1700–1807 (Philadelphia: 
Temple University Press, 1981), page 9.
3177. My understanding of Rhode Island’s unique reliance on smaller sloops in the slave-trade stems largely from a helpful 
discussion over email with David Eltis. North American crew wages were extremely high, whereas wood for vessel construction 
was relatively cheap in New England. Rhode Islanders’ use of sloops enabled them to engage in trade while keeping costs down.
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examination of Rhode Island’s slave-traders. The recent
publication of THE TRANSATLANTIC SLAVE TRADE: A DATABASE ON CD-ROM now
provides the basis for such a project.3180 As noted earlier,
slave-traders tended to own rather than lease their ships and
to organize their voyages as joint ventures, with all those
involved in the enterprise purchasing shares.3181 Each purchaser
of a share –a contributor of a sum of cash or a supply of trade
goods or provisions to be used in the venture– was considered a
part-owner of the ship for the voyage and was frequently
identified in contemporary documents such as account books and
custom house lists.3182 The TRANSATLANTIC SLAVE TRADE: A DATABASE ON
CD-ROM database brings together, under one roof, information
found in all or most of these documents. For the purposes of
this study, it fulfils two other important functions: first,
because it names many of the participants, it facilitates the
further investigation of individual slave-traders; and
secondly, it supplies information regarding the nature and
extent of their involvement in the trade.
However, two shortcomings should be noted with respect to the
shipownership records in the TRANSATLANTIC SLAVE TRADE: A DATABASE ON
CD-ROM database. First, the records are not complete.
Oftentimes, ship owners did not list all of the partners
involved in each venture. For example, in custom house records
it was common practice to name only the principal owners of a
venture, frequently followed by the phrase “and Company.” While
the use of this blanket term may hinder our ability to trace the
identities of all Rhode Island ship owners, it does imply the
existence of additional owners, suggesting, at the very least,
that the database affords a rather conservative estimate of the
actual number of participants.3183

The second drawback is that the database simply lists the names
of those who held shares in specific slave ships without

3178. Kenneth Morgan, BRISTOL AND THE ATLANTIC TRADE IN THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY (New York: Cambridge University 
Press, 1993), page 143; David Richardson, “The British Slave Trade to Colonial South Carolina,” pages 142–3; John G. Clark, LA 
ROCHELLE AND THE ATLANTIC ECONOMY DURING THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY (Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins University Press, 
1981), pages 42, 118; Patrick McGrath, MERCHANTS AND MERCHANDISE IN SEVENTEENTH-CENTURY BRISTOL, page xxv. One of 
the few studies to date that does undertake a detailed examination of slave-traders is David Richardson’s pamphlet “The Bristol 
Slave Traders: A Collective Portrait.” According to David Richardson (page 19), investment in Bristol’s slave-trade was not 
exclusively the realm of elite, prominent, wealthy merchants. However, his findings do indicate that during the height of Bristol’s 
slave-trade, that area of commerce was dominated and controlled, both organizationally and financially, by a group of 53 merchants 
of high social and commercial standing.
3179. Jay Coughtry, THE NOTORIOUS TRIANGLE: RHODE ISLAND AND THE AFRICAN SLAVE TRADE 1700–1807 (Philadelphia: 
Temple University Press, 1981), pages 17, 45.
3180. David Eltis, Stephen D. Behrendt, David Richardson and Herbert S. Klein (editors), THE TRANSATLANTIC SLAVE TRADE: A 
DATABASE ON CD-ROM (New York: Cambridge University Press, 1999).
3181. David Richardson (ed.), BRISTOL, AFRICA AND THE EIGHTEENTH-CENTURY SLAVE TRADE TO AMERICA – Volume 1: THE 
YEARS OF EXPANSION 1698–1729 (Great Britain: Alan Sutton Publishing Limited, printed for the Bristol Record Society, 1986), 
page xiv.
3182. W.E Minchinton (ed.), THE TRADE OF BRISTOL IN THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY (Bristol: Bristol Record Society, 1957), page 
xvi. The ship-ownership records used in the THE TRANSATLANTIC SLAVE TRADE: A DATABASE ON CD-ROM database do 
not reveal the relative size of the shares purchased by slave-traders. According to Ralph Davis, during the eighteenth century, ships 
were divided into equal parts or shares that were generally divisors of four (eights, sixteenths, thirty-seconds, etc.). In addition, 
although shares tended to be equally distributed among owners, they varied from ship to ship, depending on how many owners were 
involved. Ralph Davis, The Rise of the English Shipping Industry (London: MacMillan & Company, 1962), pages 82–3.
3183. David Eltis, David Richardson and Stephen Behrendt, THE TRANSALANTIC SLAVE TRADE: A NEW CENSUS, Chapter 2 
(Cambridge University Press, forthcoming), page 24.
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providing information as to the size of individual shares. As a
result, it is difficult to ascertain precise share ratios for
the owners listed. Instead, I have examined investment in the
slave-trade in terms of numbers rather than size of shares owned by
traders, comparing the number of times various traders invested
in slaving ventures. This method of analysis is not as
problematic as it may at first appear. Although shares would not
always have been distributed equally among owners, some
certainly were equivalent or similar in size or value. Moreover,
it would have been unusual for a senior partner to own half or
more of a single voyage: after all, as noted earlier, the aim
of joint ownership was to spread risk. Finally, the tendency
mentioned above, to omit smaller partners from the ship
ownership lists, certainly offsets to some degree the lack of
data with regard to share size. Thus, even with their
shortcomings, the ship-ownership records documented in the THE
TRANSATLANTIC SLAVE TRADE: A DATABASE ON CD-ROM database constitute a
solid body of evidence regarding the many different participants
in the trade and their trading activities, and provide a sound
starting point for a detailed study of investors in the slave-
trade.
In a general reading of the data, certain patterns emerge. For
example, the ship-ownership records covering the height of the
Rhode Island slavetrade, 1772–1807, when more than half of all
Rhode Island slaving ventures cleared for Africa, show that,
contrary to much of the existing historiography, the slave-trade
in that state had a broad base. The data indicate that 287 slave-
ship owners were active during the height of the trade. This
large number alone indicates that the trade was not confined to
or dominated by only a few leading traders.
In a closer examination of the correlation between the ship
owners listed in the dataset with the Rhode Island slaving
ventures made during the height of the trade, the broad base of
the trade becomes even more apparent. For example, during the
height of the trade, the top Rhode Island trader, James D’Wolf,
helped to finance 25 slave ventures, yet his shares accounted
for only 3.6 per cent of all shares purchased in this period.
In this same period, Rhode Island’s top eight traders3184

purchased only 138 shares out of a total 690 shares in slave-
trade voyages, accounting for just 20 per cent of the shares
during the height of the trade. The top 16 traders were
responsible for 31.8 per cent, or less than one-third, of all
shares bought in this period. By contrast, the shares purchased
by the remaining 271 traders accounted for 68.2 per cent, or
more than two-thirds of the shares purchased in this period. In
other words, those remaining 271 traders, who made up 94.4 per
cent of all Rhode Island slave-traders active during the height
of the trade, controlled over two-thirds of the shares – clear
evidence that the trade was more widespread than previously
thought. What is perhaps the most intriguing finding in these
calculations is that 245, or 85.4 per cent, of the traders
invested in only one or two ventures apiece, a pattern which not
only underlines the broad base of the trade but also indicates
that most participants operated on a small scale or were merely
occasional investors.3185

This review of ship-ownership records highlights some of the

3184. James D’Wolf, Caleb Gardner, Cyprian Sterry, Charles D’Wolf, Peleg Clarke, John D’Wolf, George D’Wolf, and Nathaniel 
Briggs.
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main issues, casting doubt on the consensus of most of the
literature to date that the slave-trade was generally controlled
by a small number of merchants. In Rhode Island, at least,
investment in the slave-trade appears to have involved a large
number of traders who invested in the trade at varying levels,
with the majority purchasing shares on an occasional basis.
Moreover, the numbers referred to above probably understate the
case. As mentioned earlier, the frequent appearance of the term
“and Company,” appended to the named principal owners of
ventures, implies the existence of additional, if perhaps minor,
owners. Thus, according to the shipownership records now
available, and even taking into account certain omissions in the
data, it is clear that the Rhode Island slave-trade was
supported by a broad base of participants.
Whether the type of widespread investment found in Rhode Island
occurred in other ports or regions remains to be seen. While
this article makes no claim for such extended applications,
there is some evidence to suggest that Rhode Island may not be
atypical in this respect. In my earlier study of ship-ownership
records drawn from the English ports of Bristol and Liverpool
and the French port of La Rochelle, only the port of La Rochelle
conformed closely to the established view that the Atlantic
slave-trade was dominated by a small group of elite
merchants.3186

In any case, the findings that the Rhode Island slave-traders
diverge from the accepted historiography with regard to both
their numbers and their patterns of investment raise some
interesting questions about the individual participants. Now
that their identities (names) and the extent and nature of their
roles in the slave-trade have been documented, more can be
learned about who they were in terms of their prominence, wealth
and occupations.

Rhode Island Slave-Traders: A Socio-economically Diverse Group
To learn more about these aspects of individual traders, various
names listed in the ownership records were correlated with
information in secondary sources, archival collections, estate
inventories, tax rolls and personal papers. The results indicate
that the historiographical consensus that slavetraders were
prominent individuals within society is only partially accurate.
Certainly, a number of Rhode Island slave-traders were
prominent. Several were involved in politics. The Brown family
of Providence, for example, wielded considerable political,
social and economic power in their home city and beyond: eight
of its members held political office; five held major positions
either in the town, the colony, or both; and in 1785, after
serving for a year as a representative in congress, John Brown,
who invested in six slaving voyages during the height of the
trade, was appointed a commissioner in charge of erecting the

3185. THE TRANSATLANTIC SLAVE TRADE: A DATABASE ON CD-ROM. Statistics were computed by looking at “owners” of voyages 
that cleared from Rhode Island in the period 1772–1807. 
3186. Rachel Chernos, “The Atlantic Slave Traders and their Communities in the Eighteenth and Early Nineteenth Centuries” (MA 
Thesis, Queen’s University at Kingston, Canada, 1997).
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Federal Buildings.3187 Occasional Newport slave-traders George
Champlin, John Collins and John Stanton were politically active
at the national level, the former two as congressmen, the latter
as a senator.3188 At the state level, minor investors in the
slave-trade, Elisha Brown, William Bradford and Jabez Bowen,
each served terms as deputy-governor,3189 while occasional
slave-traders Joseph Wanton Sr., William Greene and John
Collins, were each elected governor of Rhode Island.3190 A small
number of slave-traders filled important posts within Rhode
Island’s judicial system: Shearjashub Bourne, a substantial
slavetrader, was Chief Justice until his death in 1781, at which
time he was replaced by the aforementioned occasional slave-
trader, Jabez Bowen.3191 Clearly, both regular and occasional
slave-traders can be traced to prominent positions in society.
However, a much larger number of documented traders show no such
public connections or status. So, although the slave-traders
constituted a sizeable group, and as such, may have been able
to exert a considerable degree of political influence, as
individuals most of them were not nearly as prominent as the
historiography has maintained.
The same appears to be true with respect to individual wealth.
An investigation of the data concerning traders from Providence,
for example, who were used as a sample group in this study,
reveals a broad diversity in terms of financial status as well
as level of involvement in the slave-trade. Two types of
property assessment have been particularly useful in gauging
relative wealth – the Federal Direct Tax of 1798 and personal
estate inventories.3192 The Direct Tax records provide both a
valuation of real property ownership and descriptions of lands
and dwellings, including such details as location, construction
materials, number of stories, number of windows, dimensions
(including square footage) and the names of owners and/or
primary occupants. For historians, one of the drawbacks of the
Direct Tax is that individuals who did not own property or were
not considered primary occupants are usually absent from the tax
list. For the purposes of this study, however, this shortcoming
proved to be relatively minor, as most Providence slave-traders

3187. Lynne Withey, URBAN GROWTH IN COLONIAL RHODE ISLAND: NEWPORT AND PROVIDENCE IN THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY 
(Albany: State University of New York Press, 1984), page 45.
3188. Samuel Greene Arnold, HISTORY OF THE STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS, Volume II, 1700–1790 
(New York: D. Appleton & Company, 1860), pages 513, 520, 563.
3189.Samuel Greene Arnold, HISTORY OF THE STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS, Volume II, 1700–1790 
(New York: D. Appleton & Company, 1860), page 567. Their terms were as follows: Elisha Brown (1765–67), William Bradford 
(1775–78) and Jabez Bowen (from 1778–80, and again from 1781–86). 
3190. Richard Henry Rudolph, “The Merchants of Newport, Rhode Island, 1763–1786” (PhD Dissertation, University of 
Connecticut, 1975), page 33; Samuel Greene Arnold, HISTORY OF THE STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS, 
Volume II, 1700–1790 (New York: D. Appleton & Company, 1860), Appendix M, pages 417, 566. Joseph Wanton Sr. was elected 
governor of the colony in 1769 and was continually re-elected until 1775, when the office was temporarily declared vacant. During 
the height of the trade, the office was held by one-time shareholders William Greene and John Collins, from 1778–86 and 1786–90 
respectively. It should be noted that prior to his appointment as governor, Collins served in Congress as a representative of the state 
of Rhode Island.
3191.Samuel Greene Arnold, HISTORY OF THE STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS, Volume II, 1700–1790 
(New York: D. Appleton & Company, 1860), page 467.
3192. The Direct Tax of 1798 marks the first and only time the Federal government attempted to tax local property. For more on 
this tax, see Stuart M. Blumin, THE EMERGENCE OF THE MIDDLE CLASS: SOCIAL EXPERIENCE IN THE AMERICAN CITY, 1760–1900 
(New York: Cambridge University Press, 1989), page 42.
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who were active during the height of the trade appear to have
been included in the assessment.
While the Direct Tax of 1798 assessed real property, estate
inventories appraised personal property, such as furnishings,
furniture, kitchenware, clothing, notes and stocks. Like the
Direct Tax, estate inventories were usually limited to
individuals who possessed at least some assets – such
inventories were generally not undertaken in the case of
individuals whose possessions were minor or non-existent at the
time of death. An additional obstacle in the case of estate
inventories is that in eighteenth century Rhode Island it was
not mandatory to register a probate inventory with the District
Court. Consequently, while the Providence slave-traders appear
to be relatively well represented in the Direct Tax, only a
limited number of estate inventories for Providence slave-
traders are available. Despite these limitations, it was
possible to track down a number of relevant inventories.
An examination of the Providence Direct Tax and estate
inventories for Providence slave-traders indicates that only
some slave-traders could be considered men of wealth. Of the 23
Providence slave-traders whose real property was assessed in
1798, only 4 owned or occupied property valued at more than
$4000. In this group was the above-mentioned John Brown, a
regular investor in the slave-trade, whose home was built of
brick, a factor which greatly increased the appraisal value of
a building. Indeed, John Brown’s house, rated at $10,000, was
the most valuable of all houses owned by Providence slave-
traders. He also owned at least 17 other lots in Providence, on
which were located a blockmaker’s shop, two blacksmith shops, a
gin distillery (also built of brick and valued at $6000), a
pumphouse, a malt-house, a cooper’s shop, and a stable. However,
few Providence slave-traders assessed in 1798 were men of such
immense wealth. Eight of the 23 slave-traders assessed owned
property rated somewhere between $1000 and $4000. Among this
group can be found both regular and occasional investors in the
slave-trade. Although all of the property held by these eight
men was built of wood (a much cheaper alternative to brick),
their holdings were still substantial, since five of them owned
multiple tracts of land. On the other hand, each of the remaining
11 Providence traders assessed in 1798 owned or occupied
property valued at less than $1000. Yet, even among this group
there appears to be a mixture of both regular and occasional
investors in the slave-trade: while nine individuals purchased
one or two shares apiece during the height of the slave-trade,
one of the remaining two traders invested in three and the other
in four. An examination of this last group indicates that most
lived in relatively inexpensive housing. William Church, for
example, a one-time investor in the slave-trade, does not appear
to have owned any property but did occupy a lot with a back
kitchen, valued at $750. Minor slave-trader John Lippett was
also not a property owner, but was listed as an occupant of one
back lot appraised at $250; and while occasional trader Benjamin
Eddy was a property owner, his lot and house were valued at only
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$500. Thus, slave-traders both large and small seem to have held
varying levels of real estate and show marked differentiations
in terms of wealth. Although people of few assets were probably
unable to invest either heavily or regularly, wealth was clearly
not an impediment to occasional investment in the slave-trade.
An investigation of personal estate inventories shows similar
differentiations. Some Providence slave-traders did indeed, as
the historiography suggests, enjoy great wealth and live lives
of luxury. Occasional slave-trader Obadiah Brown, of the
aforementioned Brown family, had a personal estate valued at
$45,108.33 at the time of his death. While his notes, mortgages
and shares in banking, insurance, turnpikes and other stocks
accounted for the major portion of his personal worth, the
articles catalogued in his estate inventory –a gold watch valued
at $80, a silver collection appraised at $337.50, a library
worth $652.13 and a substantial amount of mahogany furniture–
indicate that he had accumulated substantial possessions and
that he had a fairly opulent lifestyle. On the other hand, one-
time shareholder James Graves left a sizeable personal estate,
valued at $5270, but appears to have lived in far more modest
circumstances. He owned few luxuries – a silver watch valued at
$6 and a few silver spoons and ladle, together valued at slightly
over $23. While Brown and Graves were similar in that their
wealth was concentrated in notes and stocks, Graves’ inventory
suggests that he was more interested in amassing wealth than in
acquiring the latest fashions for his front parlour. As opposed
to Obadiah Brown and the rest of the Brown family, Graves does
not appear to fit Coughtry’s image of “the cream of Rhode
Island’s social and political elite.”
Many Providence traders were far removed from this so-called
elite. A large number fell into a much lower financial bracket
and appear to have lived rather simple lives. Minor slave-trader
John Lippett, mentioned above as the occupant of one back lot
valued at $250, left a modest estate appraised at $397.14. Among
the items of value in his inventory were one large mahogany
table, two carpets and five silver spoons and teaspoons valued
at $9. John Davis, another occasional slave-trader, left a
personal estate appraised at $337.14. While most of the
furniture listed in his inventory was described as “old,” he did
own silver worth $41 and two pews in the First Baptist Meeting
House, which together were valued at $120. Even further down the
financial scale are traders who seem to have owned little or
nothing of material value. Single-share investor Young Seamans’
estate inventory shows his personal assets totalling a mere
$125. No mahogany furniture, silver or china were listed.
Rather, his kitchenware was comprised of iron and crockery-ware
valued at $5.50, and among his more valuable possessions were
two old carpets, valued at $8. Whereas Obadiah Brown had
clothing appraised at $160, Seamans’ wearing apparel, his most
expensive possession, was rated at $12. Thus, according to the
documented evidence of both real and personal property, both
regular and occasional Providence slave-traders represented
varying degrees of economic means and seem to have enjoyed
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differing levels of financial comfort. They were clearly not all
men of wealth, as the historiographical record suggests.
Furthermore, while the more active traders do appear to have
attained greater levels of prosperity and prominence, the
findings above certainly suggest that such qualities were not
requirements for modest investment in the slave-trade in Rhode
Island.
The literature also tends to overstate the case in its standard
characterization of slave-traders as almost exclusively
merchants. Admittedly, many leading slave-traders were
merchants engaged in a variety of commercial activities aside
from the slave-trade. Indeed, a number of Rhode Island slave-
traders conform to the traditional definition of a merchant, as
one who participates in overseas trade. Aaron Lopez, who was to
become the thirteenth largest slave-trader in his state during
the height of the trade, began his business career on a small
scale, primarily in the spermaceti candle business. Trading
initially in the local markets of Rhode Island, he then expanded
his mercantile activities in the 1760s to other American coastal
ports such as Boston, New York, Philadelphia and Charleston.3193

By the 1770s, Lopez had become highly involved in overseas
trade, participating not only in the slave-trade, but also in
general trade with the West Indies, Europe and England
(primarily in the ports of Bristol and London).3194 Providence
merchants Joseph Nightingale, William Russell, and John and
Nicholas Brown (who together ranged from minor to regular
investors in the slavetrade) all traded with Britain and
continental Europe, and after the American Revolution, became
actively engaged in the China trade.3195 Other Rhode Island
slave-traders considered overseas trading a secondary field of
operation, confining most of their activities to the American
side of the Atlantic. While Newport merchants Stephen Aryault
and Christopher Champlin (who invested in the slave-trade on a
minor and regular basis, respectively) occasionally supplied
London firms with American products such as rum, lumber,
spermaceti oil and ships in return for European dry goods,
hardware and bills of exchange,3196 their main interests lay
closer to home. Although Aryault was primarily concerned with
his retail hardware business in Newport, both men took part in
coastal and West Indian trade. Champlin also engaged in
privateering in the French West Indies during the French and
Indian War.3197 The sugar and rum trade between the American
mainland and the Caribbean appears to have been especially
popular among Rhode Island slave-traders. Providence merchants

3193. Bruce M. Bigelow, “Aaron Lopez: Colonial Merchant of Newport,” The New England Quarterly, 4, 4 (October 1931), pages 
758–9.
3194. Bruce M. Bigelow, “Aaron Lopez: Colonial Merchant of Newport,” The New England Quarterly, 4, 4 (October 1931), page 
759; Richard Henry Rudolph, “The Merchants of Newport, Rhode Island, 1763–1786” (PhD Dissertation, University of 
Connecticut, 1975), page 34–5.
3195. Edward Sanderson, “Rhode Island Merchants in the China Trade,” in Linda Lotridge Levin (ed.), FEDERAL RHODE ISLAND 
– THE AGE OF THE CHINA TRADE 1790–1820 (Providence: Rhode Island Historical Society, 1978), page 40.
3196. Stanley F. Chyet, LOPEZ OF NEWPORT – COLONIAL AMERICAN MERCHANT PRINCE (Detroit: Wayne State University Press, 
1970), page 83.
3197. Richard Henry Rudolph, “The Merchants of Newport, Rhode Island, 1763–1786” (PhD Dissertation, University of 
Connecticut, 1975), pages 31–2.
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Samuel Allen and Benjamin Clifford, for example, who were only
single-share investors in a 1799 slaving venture, were both
involved in the St Croix/Rhode Island sugar and rum trade in the
early nineteenth century.3198

Several Rhode Island slave-traders concentrated on local or
intrastate trade. In the last years of the eighteenth century,
for instance, Colonel Archibald Crary of Providence, a four-time
investor in the slave-trade, joined with his son to conduct
trade with the neighbouring state of Connecticut.3199 To some
extent, then, both large and small Rhode Island slave-traders
conform to their portrayal in the literature as merchants
engaged in various types of commerce in addition to the slave-
trade. Moreover, the degree to which these merchants
participated in the rum and sugar trade underlines the deep
mercantile connection between Rhode Islanders and the slave-
trade.
However, many Rhode Island slave-traders were not merchants in
the strict sense of the term. Rhode Island slave-traders were
also active in banking, insurance and real estate. For example,
two Newport slave-traders played leading roles in the operations
of the Bank of Rhode Island. In 1795, Moses Seixas, who purchased
five shares in the slave-trade during its height, founded the
Bank of Rhode Island with a group of merchants in Newport. He
became the cashier at the bank and held that position until his
death on 29 November 1809.3200 Christopher Champlin, who
purchased four shares in the trade during its height, was
president of the Bank of Rhode Island in Newport in 1804.3201

William Vernon, who purchased nine shares in the slave-trade
during its height, founded the Newport Bank in 1803, at the age
of 84.3202 Cyrus Butler, of Providence, a one-time shareholder
in the slave-trade, operated as a private banker for much of his
life, and rose to become the president and stockholder of the
Bank of North America. Butler also bought stocks in large
corporations and invested heavily in real estate, eventually
using his wealth to found a hospital for the insane in
Providence.3203 Many of the slave-traders who were involved in
banking joined the insurance business after the American
Revolution, when it was no longer possible for them to continue
purchasing their insurance from London agents. Among the slave-
traders in Rhode Island who acted as insurance agents in the
last quarter of the eighteenth century were James D’Wolf, Caleb
Gardner, Francis Malbone, Peleg Clarke, James Robinson and
members of the Vernon and Champlin families. Of the men in this
group, three were among the top ten slave-traders during the

3198. TILLINGHAST PAPERS, Volume 2, pages 115, 122, 123, Mss 757, Box 3–4, Rhode Island Historical Society.
3199. RHODE ISLAND HISTORICAL SOCIETY MANUSCRIPTS, Volume 17, page 136.
3200. N. Taylor Phillips, “The Levy and Seixas Families of Newport and New York,” Publications of the American Jewish 
Historical Society, 4 (1895), page 203; Morris A. Gutstein, THE STORY OF THE JEWS OF NEWPORT (New York: Bloch Publishing 
Company, 1936), page 133.
3201. RHODE ISLAND HISTORICAL SOCIETY MANUSCRIPTS, Volume 17, page 376.
3202. BIOGRAPHICAL CYCLOPEDIA OF RHODE ISLAND – Volume 1 (Providence: National Biographical Publishing Co., 1881), page 
106.
3203. BIOGRAPHICAL CYCLOPEDIA OF RHODE ISLAND – Volume 1 (Providence: National Biographical Publishing Co., 1881), pages 
166–7.
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height of the trade.
Besides banking, real estate and insurance, both occasional and
more active Rhode Island slave-traders focused their attention
on developing the state’s early manufacturing. Minor trader
Rowland G. Hazard, of South County (son of the prominent Rhode
Island abolitionist, Thomas Hazard), bought Peace Dale
Manufacturing Company and transformed it into the largest
woollen manufacture in Rhode Island.3204 Many Newport slave-
traders were also involved in manufacturing. Thomas Robinson, a
one-time investor in the slave-trade, owned a Newport tanyard.
At least three Newport slave-traders owned distilleries: while
two of these men were moderate investors in the slave-trade
(George Gibbs and Archibald Crary), one was Rhode Island’s fifth
largest slave-trader (Peleg Clarke). Frequently, some of these
slave-traders joined together in the manufacture of various
products. Peleg Clarke and George Gibbs, along with several
other slavetraders including George Champlin, James Robinson and
Caleb Gardner, owned a duck manufactory. It is interesting to
note that among these last five men, three were regular
investors in the slave-trade. Moreover, their names often appear
together as joint partners in slaving voyages. And, in addition
to his interest in the duck cloth industry, James Robinson was
also the owner of an oil-house.3205 Providence slave-traders,
too, showed an interest in manufacturing. Zachariah Allen, a
regular investor in the slavetrade, was involved in woollen
manufacturing.3206 The Brown brothers, who ranged from major to
minor investors in slaving, were leaders in Rhode Island’s iron
manufacturing, and established Hope Furnace at Scituate in
1765.3207 And Moses Brown, one of the four brothers and a minor
investor (he purchased a share in a 1764 slaving voyage), was
instrumental in the development of cotton production in the
United States. In 1790, he brought Samuel Slater over from
England and provided a large part of the capital to help him set
up America’s first cotton mill, in Pawtucket, just outside
Providence.3208 James D’Wolf of Bristol, Rhode Island’s top
slave-trader, also seems to have invested in Rhode Island’s
cotton industry.3209

Since many of these businesses, such as cotton and rum
manufacturing, marine insurance, and banking, were directly or
indirectly related to slavery or the slave-trade, their owners
would have had not only an interest in the slave-trade, but an
advantage as well, and traders were fully aware of such multiple
benefits. For example, in 1775, a letter from Nicholas Brown &
Company to Newport slave-trader Benjamin Mason, inquired whether

3204. Prescott O. Clarke, RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS: A SHORT HISTORICAL SKETCH AND STATISTICAL 
COMPILATION (Providence: E.A. Johnson and Company, 1885), page 38.
3205. 1798 DIRECT TAX, NEWPORT, RHODE ISLAND: transcribed and indexed by Joseph W. Blaine (Rhode Island Historical Society, 
1980), page 29.
3206. 1824 PROVIDENCE CITY DIRECTORY (Providence: Sampson, Murdock & Company, 1886).
3207. Peter J. Coleman, THE TRANSFORMATION OF RHODE ISLAND 1790–1860 (Providence: Brown University Press, 1963), page 
10; William B. Weeden, EARLY RHODE ISLAND: A SOCIAL HISTORY OF THE PEOPLE (NY: The Grafton Press, 1910), page 330.
3208. Edward Sanderson, “Rhode Island Merchants in the China Trade,” in Linda Lotridge Levin (ed.), FEDERAL RHODE ISLAND 
– THE AGE OF THE CHINA TRADE 1790–1820 (Providence: Rhode Island Historical Society, 1978), page 28.
3209. Jay Coughtry, THE NOTORIOUS TRIANGLE: RHODE ISLAND AND THE AFRICAN SLAVE TRADE 1700–1807 (Philadelphia: 
Temple University Press, 1981), page 237.
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iron “in barrs, neatly drawn 9–10 feet long, 14 inches wide” was
desired on the Windward Coast or at Annamabo.”3210 That a number
of both regular and occasional slave-traders were engaged in so
many types of commercial activities that stood to gain from the
slave-trade and slavery reveals the depth of certain
individuals’ involvement in the slave-trade and slavery – a
factor that cannot be fully appreciated by looking only at the
number of  shares they owned in slaving ventures. Indeed, as
historian David Richardson has shown, the slave-trade and
slavery were closely tied to the economic growth of New England,
with many New Englanders deriving “significant portions of their
wealth, directly or indirectly, from trade with slave-based
economies such as the Caribbean sugar islands.”3211

Clearly, a fair number of Rhode Island slave-traders were
engaged in various high-level, mercantile-related occupations,
and in that sense, the literature is not wrong to characterize
them as merchants – even though, according to the traditional
definition of the word, many were not. The more serious error
is the omission from the literature of the many Rhode Island
slave-traders who did not fall into the categories discussed
above. The first Providence City Directory, published in 1824,
contains occupational information on 26 slave-traders who were
active during the height of the trade (see Appendix A).3212 The
listings indicate a wide variety of occupations. Four slave-
traders are noted specifically as “merchants,” but another 22
slave-traders are not.3213 Among the latter, one is designated
as a “grocer” and two as being in “dry goods.” The directory
also lists five slavetraders as “mariners,” three of whom, it
should be noted, acted as slaving captains during the height of
the trade.3214 While this latter specification confirms that ship
captains often invested as owners and that individuals sometimes
worked their way up in the trade by first acting as captains,
it also suggests that wealth and prominence were not necessarily
prerequisites for investment in slaving ventures.
More importantly, however, the occupational listings in the
Providence directory indicate that a large number of slave-
traders would not have been considered merchants at all. Among
these are various tradesmen and/or artisans, including a machine
maker, a mason, a blacksmith, a tobacconist, a baker, a painter,
a hatter, a currier (who also owned a leather and wool store)
and two paper-hangers. In addition, Providence slave-traders may
have even included some manual labourers, as the directory lists
at least one truckman (carter of goods).
A wide variety of occupations also characterized traders in
other Rhode Island ports. In Newport, for example, William
Channing, an occasional slave-trader, was a graduate of the law
school at Princeton College who later became Attorney General

3210. 17 December 1770, BROWN PAPERS, Box 234, F. 7, John Carter Brown Library.
3211. David Richardson, “Slavery, Trade, and Economic Growth in Eighteenth-Century New England,” in Barbara L. Solow (ed.), 
SLAVERY AND THE RISE OF THE ATLANTIC SYSTEM (New York: Cambridge University Press, 1991), page 263.
3212. 1824 PROVIDENCE CITY DIRECTORY (Providence: Sampson, Murdock & Company, 1886).
3213. These “merchants” included William Richmond, Cyrus Butler, William Church, and the firm of Brown & Ives.
3214. These three slaving captains and owners were James Brattle, William Megee, and William Price; 1824 PROVIDENCE CITY 
DIRECTORY (Providence: Sampson, Murdock & Company, 1886).
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of Rhode Island.3215 Another law school graduate was Christopher
Ellery (Yale, 1787), nephew of William Ellery, one of the
signers of the Declaration of Independence. Ellery, a one-time
investor in the slave-trade, practised law in Newport for a
while and then followed other pursuits. He served as a Rhode
Island congressman from 1801–5, was appointed Commissioner of
Loans by Thomas Jefferson in 1806, and was named Collector of
Customs in Newport by John Quincy Adams.3216 While Channing and
Ellery were prominent in their community, several other Newport
traders were clearly of the more middling sort. Robert Stevens,
a minor shareholder in the slave-trade, was an upholsterer by
trade.3217 Similarly, Audley Clarke, a large investor in the
slave-trade during its height, is listed in the Newport 1798
Direct Tax as a rope-maker.3218 References are also made to a
Newport painter, William Giles, in various archival sources,
indicating that he may have invested in the slave-trade on an
occasional basis.3219 And perhaps most surprising, since women
were almost never involved in this branch of trade, is the
documentation of one female slave-trader, Mary Bowen, who held
a share in a 1793 slaving voyage. Mary Bowen appears never to
have married, and to have run a boarding house in Providence.3220

Thus, the characterization of slave-traders as an exclusive
group of wealthy merchants seems questionable, at best, when
examined in the light of newly available evidence. Clearly,
although many slave-traders were merchants, some acted as
merchants only on specific occasions, when they invested in a
small way in slaving or other ventures. As historian Sheila
Skemp points out in her study of eighteenth century Newport
merchants:
Shopkeepers and artisans could never resist entering, at least
to some minor extent, the realm of merchant activity... while
Timothy Allen may have been a goldsmith, he also traded in
Philadelphia flour on the side. Sally Duncan, sister of Captain
James Duncan, often put a barrel or two of molasses aboard one
of her brother’s vessels in hopes of making a tidy little profit
... There was no doubt but what merchant capital dominated

3215. Richard Henry Rudolph, “The Merchants of Newport, Rhode Island, 1763–1786” (PhD Dissertation, University of 
Connecticut, 1975), page 19; William M. Fowler Jr., WILLIAM ELLERY: A RHODE ISLAND POLITICO AND LORD OF ADMIRALTY 
(New Jersey: The Scarecrow Press, 1973), page 178.
3216. BIOGRAPHICAL CYCLOPEDIA OF RHODE ISLAND – Volume 1, page 211.
3217. 1798 Direct Tax, Newport, Rhode Island, page ii.
3218. 1798 Direct Tax, Newport, Rhode Island, page 46.
3219. There is a discrepancy in the spelling of William Giles’ surname between the ownership records and Napthaly Hart’s ledger. 
In the ownership records, it is spelled “Gyles,” whereas in the ledger it appears as “Giles.” It is likely, however, that both entries 
refer to the same individual. First, variations in the spellings of names are not uncommon in the ship-ownership records. Secondly, 
the captains listed for the ventures in which Gyles invested were members of the same family as the captain for some of the ventures 
in which Moses Seixas bought shares. This is significant, as the literature tells us that both Moses Seixas and Napthaly Hart were 
prominent Jews in Newport who were highly involved in the affairs of the synagogue. Since the ledger indicates that Giles was hired 
to paint the synagogue, it is certainly possible that he was himself involved in or had contact with the Jewish community in Newport, 
and thus learned of opportunities from time to time for small-scale investments in the trade.
3220. ALPHABETICAL INDEX OF THE BIRTHS, MARRIAGES AND DEATHS RECORDED IN PROVIDENCE, Volume 1, 1636–1850 
inclusive (Providence: 1928?), page 19; 1824 PROVIDENCE CITY DIRECTORY (Providence: Sampson, Murdock & Company, 1886).
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Newport’s economic life at every level.3221

Summary and Conclusion
The recognition of such broad-based participation in the
economic life of Rhode Island, with its implications for the
slave-trade, is largely absent from the historiography.
Traditionally, historians have tended to focus on the most
active and prominent merchant-traders within each region to the
near exclusion of lesser merchants and others who, we now know,
played an important role in the slave-trade in that state. The
finding that so many Rhode Island slave-traders did not conform
to the traditional notion of “merchant” and invested only on an
occasional basis, far from undermining the importance of the
slave-trade in this state serves to reinforce it. The large
numbers and diverse occupations of the slave-traders underline
both the deep entrenchment and the broad reach of the trade.
That many people in different occupations from various levels
of society were involved should not be surprising. A host of
economic activities were related to the slavetrade, some
directly, some tangentially. As noted earlier, one of the unique
aspects of Rhode Island’s history was its multilayered
relationship with the slave-trade based on its manufacture and
exportation of rum and its importation of sugar and molasses.
Clearly, its shipping, trade and manufacturing sectors in
particular, so basic to its maritime economy of the late
eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries, were inextricably
intertwined with the slave-trade.
What is perhaps surprising and therefore deserving of further
scrutiny is what happened in Rhode Island in the last years of
the American branch of the slave-trade. In the earlier years of
the trade, Rhode Island slavetraders were probably regarded as
ordinary businessmen, just as the slavetrade was generally
viewed almost throughout its duration as simply another branch
of overseas commerce. Towards the end of the eighteenth century,
however, as anti-slavery and abolition movements gathered steam,
attitudes in New England generally appeared to be changing. Yet
that was the period when Rhode Island’s slave-trade reached its
height. Indeed, the years 1805 and 1806 saw the greatest number
of slaving voyages clear Rhode Island ports. Just when the trade
was known to be closing, traders large and small invested at
unprecedented levels. Such a reaction suggests that rumours that
abolition would not be long in coming led traders to increase
their involvement while they still had the opportunity. Why,
despite the inherent risk and the changing moral climate in the
North, investment in the slave-trade remained widespread and
even increased among ordinary citizens during this period is an
issue that requires further and full investigation. What is
clear now, however, is that a large crosssection of Rhode
Islanders were unable to resist the lure of profits in the final
years of the trade, underscoring how entrenched the trade was
among the local population. By all accounts then, the Rhode

3221. Skemp, Sheila, “A Social and Cultural History of Newport, Rhode Island, 1720–1765” (PhD Thesis, University of Iowa, 
1974), page 366.
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Island slave-trade was flourishing when the 1807 law officially
abolishing the American branch intervened, thereby cutting off
a popular and thriving branch of commerce in the state.
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APPENDIX A3222

Brown & Ives – merchants (Ives was not a slave-trader)
Butler, Cyrus – merchant
Church, William – merchant
Richmond, William – merchant
Allen, Zachariah – woollen manufacturer
Carr, Samuel – dry goods
Russell, William – dry goods
Martin, Stephen – grocer
Brattle, James – mariner
Currie, Samuel – mariner
Curtis, Benjamin C. – mariner
Megee, William – mariner
Price, William – mariner
Wardwell, John – clerk
Allen, Caleb – machine maker
Bowen, Misses Mary and Betsey – boarding house at 146 S. Main St.
Earle, Benjamin – baker
Briggs, Thomas – blacksmith, Cranston
Mason, William – mason
Pettis, John – carrier, leather and wool store
Tyler, John – hatter
Mitchell, Edward – tobacconist
James, William – paper-hangings
Lippitt, John – paper-hangings
Shaw, William – painter
Cole, Benjamin – truckman
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March 12, Sunday: Paul Davis’s column about the days of slavery and the international slave trade in Providence, 
Rhode Island’s “ProJo,” the Providence Journal:

Buying and Selling the Human Species: Newport and the Slave Trade
For more than 75 years, Rhode Island ruled the American slave
trade. On sloops and ships called Endeavor, Success and Wheel
of Fortune, slave captains made more than 1,000 voyages to
Africa from 1725 to 1807. They chained their human cargo and
forced more than 100,000 men, women and children into slavery
in the West Indies, Havana and the American colonies. The
traffic was so lucrative that nearly half the ships that sailed
to Africa did so after 1787 — the year Rhode Island outlawed the
trade. Rum fueled the business. The colony had nearly 30
distilleries where molasses was boiled into rum. Rhode Island
ships carried barrels of it to buy African slaves, who were then
traded for more molasses in the West Indies which was returned
to Rhode Island. By the mid-18th century, 114 years after Roger
Williams founded the tiny Colony of Rhode Island, slaves lived
in every port and village. In 1755, 11.5 percent of all Rhode
Islanders, or about 4,700 people, were black, nearly all of them
slaves. In Newport, Bristol and Providence, the slave economy
provided thousands of jobs for captains, seamen, coopers, sail
makers, dock workers, and shop owners, and helped merchants
build banks, wharves and mansions. But it was only a small part
of a much larger international trade, which historians call the
first global economy.
Pollipus Hammond was dying. As a young man in Newport he had
sailed wooden sloops and brigs across the roiling Atlantic. Now,
at 72, he was curled up in agony. The Rev. Ezra Stiles was
surprised. He had heard that dying men often stretched out.
Shortly before midnight in the winter of 1773, Hammond died.
Stiles, a pastor for nearly 20 years at the Second
Congregational Church on Clarke Street, closed the dead man’s
eyes. Physically, Hammond was short and thin. But spiritually,
he had been a pillar in the congregation, a sober churchgoer for
nearly 34 years. A boat builder, mechanic and father of five,
Hammond could have turned “his hand to any Thing,” Stiles wrote
in his daily journal. For a quarter of century, Hammond had
turned his hand to the slave trade. Sailing from Newport’s
crowded harbor, he purchased hundreds of slaves from the west
coast of Africa and chained them aboard ships owned by some of
the town’s wealthiest merchants. Hammond belonged to a group of
captains who depended on the slave trade for a living. He quit
the business in the 1750s, when he was in his mid-50s. He became
a devout Congregationalist; he even offered his home for monthly
meetings. But he never stopped telling stories about danger,
even exaggerating what he had seen and heard on his African
voyages along what slavers called the Guinea Coast. It was,
Stiles wrote, the only “blemish in his character.” “He was many

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf


TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY TRAFFIC IN MAN-BODY

HDT WHAT? INDEX
years a Guinea Captain; he had then no doubt of the Slave Trade,”
Stiles wrote. “But I have reason to think that if he had his
Life to live over again, he would not choose to spend it in
buying and selling the human species.” If Hammond regretted his
life as a slave captain, he left no record of it. When Hammond
died on Feb. 5, 1773, Newport’s slave trade was booming. Nearly
30 captains had sailed to Africa the year before, ferrying away
nearly 3,500 Africans to slave ports in the Americas and the
Caribbean. “Our orders to you are, that you Embrace the first
fair wind and make the best of your way to the coast of Africa,”
wrote merchant Aaron Lopez to Capt. William English. “When
please God you arrive there ... Convert your cargo into good
Slaves” and sell them “on the best terms you can,” ordered Lopez,
who outfitted four slave ships that year. The first recorded
departure of a Newport slave ship was in 1709, and regular
voyages from Newport to Africa were recorded beginning in 1725.
“There’s no Newport without slavery,” says James Garman, a
professor of historic preservation at Salve Regina University
in Newport. “The sheer accumulation of wealth is astonishing and
it has everything to do with the African trade....” It’s unclear
when Pollipus Hammond, born in 1701, boarded his first slave
ship, but Hammond and the trade matured together. By the time
Hammond turned 21, more than 600 ships a year passed through
Rhode Island’s busy ports. Many carried New England goods —
mackerel, pork, beef, cider, beer, onions, flour, butter,
candles, apples, cheese and staves — to other colonies along the
Atlantic Coast. Others carried goods directly to the slave
plantations in the Caribbean or in South America. These ships
returned to Newport with sugar and barrels of molasses, which
distillers turned into rum. Some of it was sold in New England.
But Rhode Islanders soon discovered a new market for their rum:
tribal leaders and European traders along the African coast, in
regions known as the Slave, Gold and Windward Coasts. In all,
Rhode Island ships carried nearly 11 million gallons of rum to
Africa during the l8th and early 19th centuries. Tribal leaders
were willing to dicker with Newport captains, turning over
prisoners from rival tribes and other natives in exchange for
Rhode Island rum. The African captives were then sold in the
Caribbean or in the southern colonies for cash or for more sugar
and molasses, creating what was known as the Triangular Trade.
Rhode Islanders distilled an especially potent liquor that was
referred to as Guinea rum, spirits which quickly displaced
French brandy in the slave trade. As a result, slavers from Rhode
Island were often called “rum men.” By his mid-30s, Hammond was
a rum man. In 1733, he sailed the Dispatch, owned by merchant
Godfrey Malbone, to Africa. Six years later Malbone, who owned
a house in Newport, a country estate and several slaves, hired
Hammond again, this time to take 55 slaves to the West Indies
aboard the sloop Diamond. Already, the slave trade was
competitive. In 1736, Capt. John Cahoone told Newport merchant
Stephen Ayrault that seven Rhode Island captains and 12 other
slavers were anchored off the coast of Africa, “ready to devour
one another for the chance to trade” for slaves being held at a
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handful of British ports. Never “was so much rum on the Coast
at one time before....” Four years later, the colony’s fleet of
120 ships was “constantly employed in trade, some on the coast
of Africa, others in the neighboring colonies, many in the West
Indies and a few in Europe,” Gov. Richard Ward told the Board
of Trade in 1740. The sugar and slave plantations especially
benefited from Rhode Island’s exports. Plantation owners — too
busy growing sugar cane to grow their own food — “reaped great
advantage from our trade, by being supplied with lumber of all
sorts, suitable for building houses, sugar works and making
casks,” Governor Ward noted. The West Indies slave owners dined
on beef, port, flour and other provisions “we are daily carrying
to them.” Rhode Island horses hauled their cane and turned their
sugar mills. And “our African trade often furnishes ’em with
slaves for their plantations.” For Pollipus Hammond and other
slave captains, African voyages posed many risks. The voyages
were filthy, laborious and dangerous. “Few men are fit for those
voyages but them that are bred up to it,” Dalby Thomas, an agent
for the Royal African Company, told his superiors in London in
the early 1700s. These captains must be ready to “do the meanest
office,” he wrote. Africa teemed with killers — river blindness,
yellow fever, malaria. One or two captains died each year from
disease, violent storms or slave uprisings. Capt. George Scott
barely escaped a slave revolt in 1730, when several Africans
aboard the Little George murdered three of his men in their
sleep. Caleb Godfrey jumped into a longboat after lightning
struck his ship, and he once was mauled by a leopard. If a
captain survived —and many did not— he “had nothing to lose and
a great deal to gain from a slaving venture,” says historian
Sarah Deutsch. In addition to a monthly wage, captains received
a 5 percent commission on every slave sold. Many also received
a bonus, or “privilege,” of four or more slaves per 104 Africans
aboard. The captains were free to sell them or keep them. Some
made enough to invest in later trips to Africa. Many joined the
Fellowship Club, a mutual aid society, established in Newport
in 1752. When the club received a charter from the Rhode Island
legislature, 17 of the 88 members had made at least one voyage
to Africa. By the time Hammond died, slaving captains formed a
third of the society. While some captains made enough money to
quit the trade and move up socially, Hammond “never left the
wheel,” says Jay Coughtry in THE NOTORIOUS TRIANGLE. “Lack of
capital, ambition, or, perhaps, the lure of the sea” prevented
men like Hammond “from rising into the ranks of the merchant
class,” he says. 
The Rev. Ezra Stiles arrived in Newport to assume the pulpit of
the Second Congregational Church in 1755, about the time
Pollipus Hammond quit the slave trade. A bookish man who studied
Latin and physics at Yale, Stiles declared Newport “an agreeable
Town,” a place of “leisure and books,” and a choice spot to
continue “my Love of preaching.” He drank cider, tea and claret,
and planned future books, including a history of the world. In
1761, six years after he arrived in Newport, the minister paced
off its streets to map the town. Evidence of the town’s booming
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sea and slave trade was everywhere. He counted 888 houses, 16
rum distilleries and 61 shops near the waterfront. Some of the
town’s biggest slave traders belonged to Stiles’ Clarke Street
church. Eleven members were either slave traders or captains,
including Caleb Gardner, William Ellery and William and Samuel
Vernon. Newport was a far cry from New Haven, where Stiles grew
up and attended Yale. While New Haven had been settled by strict
religious leaders, Newport had been settled by “men who chafed
at the economic, as well as religious, restrictions of Puritan
society,” says historian Lynne Withey. They “wanted to build
prosperous towns and personal fortunes out of the wilderness.”
Those attracted to Newport included the Quaker merchant Thomas
Richardson, who had moved from Boston in 1712; Daniel Ayrault,
a French Huguenot, who arrived around 1700, and Godfrey Malbone,
who moved from Virginia at about the same time. William and John
Wanton, shipbuilders from Massachusetts, arrived a few years
later. These entrepreneurs — or their sons or in-laws — added
slave trading to their business ventures. Yet another group of
investors arrived between 1746 and 1757, among them Ellery, the
Champlins and Lopez. Stiles read the BIBLE in the morning and
visited some of the slave traders as their pastor in the
afternoon. He socialized with them, too. He dined often with
William Vernon, who bought a mansion three doors down on Clarke
Street. An ardent gardener, Stiles wrote his name on an aloe
leaf on Abraham Redwood’s country estate. Eventually, the pastor
was named librarian of the new Redwood Library. While he talked
philosophy with Newport’s slave merchants, he also ministered
to the town’s slaves. By the mid-1770s, he was preaching to
dozens of slaves. Often, he preached to them in small groups in
his home. “I directed the Negroes to come to me this Evening,”
he wrote in 1771. “I discoursed with them on the great Things
of the divine Life and eternal Salvation....” Three days after
Pollipus Hammond died, the temperature plunged to 5 degrees. Ice
clogged the harbor. That winter, the spindly trees above the
waterfront were “full of crystals or frozen sleet or icy
horror,” noted Stiles. It was so cold his window had frozen shut.
“I can not come at my thermometer which is usually left abroad
all night,” he complained. Head down, his long nose poking
forward, Stiles trudged through Newport’s icy streets to attend
Hammond’s burial in the Common Burying Ground, on a hill near
the edge of town. A prominent stone mason had carved a final
thought for the slave captain. His headstone, topped with an
angel, said, “Here Lieth the Body of the Ingenious Capt.
Pollipus Hammond.” It was Stiles’s habit to visit his church
members and their families at least four times a year. Stiles
had visited Hammond 10 times before his death. If the two men
discussed slavery, Stiles did not note it in his diary. Then
again, the pastor had written little about his own ties to the
slave trade. His father, Isaac, had purchased an African couple
to work in the fields of the family’s 100-acre farm in North
Haven. And a year after he became pastor of the Second
Congregational Church, Stiles put a hogshead of rum — 106
gallons — aboard a ship bound for the coast of Africa. The
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captain, William Pinnegar, returned with a 10-year-old African
boy. Stiles kept the slave for 22 years, and freed him only after
he accepted a job as president of Yale in 1777. In 1756, Stiles
gave the boy a name. He called him Newport.

November 13, Monday: Robin Blackburn reviewed David Brion Davis’s INHUMAN BONDAGE and Simon Schama’s 
ROUGH CROSSINGS in The Nation. Here are excerpts:

The New World Order
Beginning in the 1440s and for more than four centuries slavery
and the slave trade underpinned a prodigious expansion of the
Atlantic economy that transformed every land lapped by that
ocean. Before the 1820s the number of captive Africans who
arrived in the New World greatly surpassed the number of free
European migrants. The value of the Atlantic trade swiftly
overtook that of the Mediterranean. Economic historians now
believe the rise of plantation colonies added millions of acres
of cultivated land to the European economies, diversified
output, stimulated a new type of consumption and enabled these
societies, by the late eighteenth and early nineteenth
centuries, to pull ahead of South and East Asia, which had been
the world’s most prosperous and civilized regions. The advent
of steamboats, railways and steam-driven engines greatly
extended the land area involved, but the harsh toil of
cultivating and processing raw cotton, sugar cane and coffee
beans was performed by a slave population that rose from 3
million to 6 million between 1800 and 1860. Just at the moment
when Europeans and their white American cousins began to exult
in their global good fortune, however, a succession of slave
revolts and protest campaigns forced them to confront the fact
that the entire dazzling edifice was built on horrendous and
criminal foundations. Beginning in the 1760s, but with gathering
force over succeeding decades, rebels, revolutionaries and
abolitionists, both black and white, challenged slavery and the
slave trade, as well as other institutions upon which the
Atlantic boom had been based — colonialism, monarchy, war and
an untrammeled “commercial society.”
In THE PROBLEM OF SLAVERY IN WESTERN CULTURE, first published in 1966,
David Brion Davis drew attention to the remarkable fact that
prior to the mid-eighteenth century slavery had been a widely
accepted and entirely respectable institution, yet by the 1780s
it had become the target of widespread critique and revulsion.
While it is not difficult to see why slaves struggled for freedom
during the crisis of empire and monarchy, it is more of a
challenge to explain how black rebels and revolutionaries could
find allies in societies that were becoming ever more dependent
on –and richer from– exchanges with the plantation zone. In his
new book, INHUMAN BONDAGE, Davis looks at the entire span of New
World slavery, with special emphasis on what was to become the
largest slave system: that of the United States. He asks why
European settlers resorted in the first place to an institution
that was marginal and declining in Europe. And he explores how
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historians have tried to explain the rise of abolitionism and
the eventual success of the century-long campaign to suppress
slavery.
Although he has written a series of indispensable studies of how
the leading Atlantic societies addressed “the problem of
slavery,” Davis has never before sought to bring the
institution’s rise and fall within the scope of a single
argument. The result is an absorbing book that obliges us to
confront the complex legacy of slavery and emancipation in our
own time. The mighty mobilizations that led to the suppression
of slavery in the New World from Vermont in 1777 to Brazil in
1888 certainly hold out grounds for hope. They show that
societies can change for the better in fundamental ways. But
they also show that the victories were sometimes deeply
compromised. The acceptance of New World slavery in the
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries reflected entrenched legal,
religious and philosophical traditions. But it also coincided
with a withering away of slavery in many parts of Europe. Jean
Bodin, the only philosopher to call slavery into question prior
to Montesquieu, did so on the grounds that ordinary people had
a powerful prejudice against it.
Somehow what was unacceptable in Europe became necessary in the
New World. The racialization of slavery partly accounts for this
apparent paradox. In most societies slavery had been reserved
for outsiders, and this status could easily be specified in
ethnic or religious terms. Although few of the slaves in ancient
Rome were black Africans, the European legacy of Roman law
supplied an authoritative codification that allowed captive
outsiders to be transformed into economic property, or chattel.
The NEW TESTAMENT seemed to endorse slaveholding, while passages
in GENESIS and LEVITICUS were held by many early modern Europeans
to justify the imposition of permanent bondage on descent
groups.
The story of slavery and emancipation in the New World has lent
itself to several kinds of falsely redemptive interpretation,
most of which rely on what one might call the argument from
latent virtue. Such accounts ruefully admit enslavement was
largely condoned, rather than challenged, by Christianity,
capitalism, “English liberties” and American patriotism, with
the escape clause that each of the above contained a latent
antislavery meaning that in a few decades –or was that
centuries?– would emerge into the light of day. The message was
that, properly understood, Christianity, capitalism and
patriotism were in essence abolitionist. Once the initial
paradox, irony and contradiction had been resolved, the
comforting truth would be clear. Eric Williams –the Trinidadian
leader and author of the classic CAPITALISM AND SLAVERY (1944)–
referred to a variant of this consoling view when he noted in
1964 that “British historians wrote almost as if Britain had
introduced Negro slavery for the sole satisfaction of abolishing
it.”
The latent virtue argument is not merely complacent; it fails
to identify what led some Christians, capitalists and patriots
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–not the majority, but a brave few– to think and behave
differently. It also fails to identify what it was in the
original Christianity, capitalism or patriotism that fitted
fairly snugly with racial slavery. A surprising number of early
slave traders and planters were pious and even learned men.
Davis rightly argues that perceptions and norms that expressed
a religious worldview were just as important as economic factors
in the shaping of the New World regimes. He dwells on changing
interpretations of the biblical story of Noah cursing Ham by
condemning Ham’s son Canaan, and his offspring, to perpetual
slavery. (Ham had exposed the nakedness of his drunken father,
but the precise offense was unmentionable.) At its most
elementary, the “just so” story legitimized the enslavement of
a descent group, an impression that was reinforced by passages
in LEVITICUS and DEUTERONOMY sanctioning the permanent enslavement
of strangers. Of course the Golden Rule might have excluded
outright enslavement or slavery, as it did for many later
abolitionists. But in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries
Christians, Jews and Muslims frequently referred to Noah’s curse
as justification for hereditary enslavement.
Davis contrasts his own approach with those of many past
historians, including Marxists who, he insists, offered a
reductively economic explanation of New World slavery, at the
expense of “cultural and ideological factors, especially
religion.” In fact, some Marxist historians of slavery, such as
(the younger) Eugene Genovese, have placed considerable emphasis
on culture, religion and racial ideology — at times more than
Davis himself. Davis writes: “Having clarified early Jewish
views on black Africans and slavery, it is crucially important
not to project blame onto Islamic writers, who from the seventh
century onward did establish strong precedents for linking
blackness with slavery, often reinforced by references to
Noah.... If Jews or Christians had been in the Arab’s place,
actively enslaving, purchasing and transporting sub-Saharan
Africans, they would surely have generated their own justifying
ideology.” A good point, but, if true, where does it leave
Davis’s earlier rejection of “economic determinism”?
Members of all three religions of the Book made their peace with
slavery when it became important to the communities in which
they lived. Davis’s concern not to be too hard on religious
authorities, especially on any single religion, is
understandable since most were at least trying to elevate
standards of behavior and an honorable minority expressed
concerns about slavery and the exclusion of nonbelievers or
strangers from communal protection. But the awkward fact is that
the great religions, while sometimes advancing humane values,
allowed dangerous loopholes or regarded religious deviance as
much worse than cruelty. Christians did not even rate cruelty
as a deadly sin, in contrast to sloth and lechery. And each
religion had its own strengths and weaknesses. Jews and Muslims,
for example, tried to ban or limit the enslavement of fellow
believers, something the early Christian churches usually
tolerated.
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Davis does not much distinguish between Protestantism and
Catholicism, perhaps because both came to endorse racial
slavery. However, Protestants had much greater latitude to
devise their own interpretations because they believed
themselves to have a personal relationship to God and Scripture.
Even when the Catholic Church endorsed racial definitions, it
did not authorize believers to determine who was to be the target
of enslavement. The famous Papal Bulls permitting Portuguese
slave trading were highly specific and conditional, applying
only to certain agents of the Portuguese king and so long as the
heathens or Canaanites were baptized. Small Protestant
communities were more “democratic” and readier to allow each
believer to decide for himself who was a “son of Ham” and what
this might mean. Catholic slavery was no less destructive or
cruel than Protestant slavery. But it preferred the religiously
defined scope of enslavement to be established by clerical
authorities and not to be twinned with an obvious physical sign,
like skin color, that could be assigned without their help.
Spanish Catholicism did validate the racially loaded term
“limpieza de sangre” (purity of blood), but the hierarchy was
uneasy about it and insisted that the Holy Office retain control
over its application.
The Catholic practice of racial slavery allowed for greater
flexibility and development than was to become typical of
Protestant slaveholders. Manumission and the condition of the
free person of color probably were a bit easier in the Spanish
or Portuguese colonies. On the other hand, the more temperate
climate of the North American colonies made for better physical
living conditions for the mass of the enslaved. Assessing the
precise mix of cultural and economic factors in the formation
of New World slavery is not easy, and if Davis occasionally has
difficulty here he is hardly alone. It is, perhaps, important
to register that while racial feeling certainly preceded the
rise of the slave systems and led to their racial character, the
“proto-racism” of the sixteenth century was quite different from
the full-fledged racism that began to emerge in the eighteenth
century.
Lars von Trier’s recent film Dogville offers a helpful parable
here, showing how fatally easy and convenient it is for a
community to allow a stranger to perform the most disagreeable
tasks and only later discover they are keeping a slave. Racial
ideologies allotted very harsh jobs to those regarded as aliens
or a race apart. Davis rightly insists that the racial
stereotypes generated by slavery often equated the slave with a
beast of burden or domesticated animal. At the same time, phobic
forms of racism did not always fit very well with being a
slaveholder, since the master’s dependence on the slave could
be quite intimate.
Slavery was always oppressive, but up close, even the enslaved
could gradually establish limits within that oppression. In an
aside Davis gives us a fascinating glimpse of an episode in which
he learned about this: “When in 1945, I was an eighteen year old
soldier on a troopship, I was given a billy club and ordered to
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descend into the lower depths of the ship, where for four hours
I was to keep the ‘Negroes’ (a worse word was probably used)
from gambling. Until then I had not even known there were any
black troops aboard (the army was, of course, ‘segregated’).
When I at last arrived in what seemed like the lowest hold of a
slave ship, one of the many crap-shooters asked: ‘What you doin’
down here, white boy?’ I finally found a shadow in which to
hide.”
INHUMAN BONDAGE contains passages of great wisdom and leads to some
rather unsettling conclusions. But sometimes Davis’s insistence
on complexity and his generosity to critics lead him to embrace
arguments that do not cohere. He writes: “The expansion of the
slave plantation system ... contributed significantly to
Europe’s, and also America’s, economic growth. But economic
historians have wholly disproved the narrower proposition that
the slave trade or even the plantation system as a whole created
a major share of the capital that financed the Industrial
Revolution.” The first sentence did not need the half-retraction
of the second. In Britain at least (and probably New England and
France too) early manufacturers did depend to a “major” extent
on credit extended by merchants and bankers whose fortunes
derived from plantations and the plantation trades. Of course,
capitalism preceded and greatly stimulated the growth of the
plantations. But recently economic historians have become much
more willing to identify a major foreign trade component in
capital accumulation during the Industrial Revolution. Davis
sometimes writes as if sugar, tobacco and cotton themselves
created the new consumerism. To some extent they did, but mass
consumption really took off only in areas where people had money
in their pockets or purses: These were the areas where
capitalism had developed. Capitalist social relationships were
defined and lubricated by cash, whether wages, salaries, fees,
rents or profits. Without this intense boost to demand, the
slave plantations would have remained modest and marginal.
Elsewhere Davis writes of the “purely capitalistic” British
sugar plantations: “The business mentality eventually worked to
the slaves’ benefit in the late 1700s and early 1800s. British
planters and their agents discovered that slave productivity
could be greatly increased by eliminating the most cruel and
grisly punishments.... There is a danger, however, in
exaggerating the humanitarian effects of the so-called
amelioration policy....” The increased output was also a result
of working the slave gangs harder and eventually helped to
provoke large-scale slave uprisings, which advanced the cause
of emancipation.
In the 1980s the American Historical Review featured an
extensive debate between Davis and Thomas Haskell, who had
written an extensive critique of Davis’s brilliant study THE
PROBLEM OF SLAVERY IN THE AGE OF REVOLUTION. Among many other arguments
in that rich and subtle book, Davis maintained that British
abolitionism, with its early emphasis on “free labor,” helped
to express a new type of capitalist hegemony (a concept borrowed
from Antonio Gramsci). Haskell, by contrast, viewed abolitionism
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as a direct and pristine product of the new cognitive space
permitted by market relations, prior to and apart from class
struggle. The question for Haskell (who failed to accord any
significance to black rebellions in the plantation zone) was why
it took so long for market relations to perform their alchemy
and generate the abolitionist movement. In INHUMAN BONDAGE Davis
restates something like his former conclusions, albeit in what
is offered as a reformulation of Eric Williams’s argument that
abolitionism emerged as a result of imperial crisis: “I doubt
that Williams’ orthodox leftist followers would be satisfied by
even a well-developed theory relating British anti-slavery to
free-labor ideology.... Yet such a theory, based on more
empirical evidence, would confirm much of Williams’ most
important insights.” Williams had an overly economic account of
the imperial crisis, but he was right to see official
abolitionism as contributing to imperial reform and
reorientation. Davis’s argument that British abolitionism also
drew on “free labor” ideology is well taken and not one that
radical historians will dispute. It offered terrain upon which
both hardheaded bourgeois and newly conscious workers could
stand. (Eric Foner made a similar argument for the American
context in his memorable 1970 study FREE SOIL, FREE LABOR, FREE
MEN.)
Where does the American Revolution belong in this narrative? The
result of American independence was to establish a state for
slaveholders, while the pattern of Atlantic trade stemming from
the Revolution helped foster an enormous slave-based boom. Davis
recognizes this, yet he concludes that “most important in the
long run, was the Revolution’s legacy of ideology — the
popularization amongst blacks as well as whites of a belief in
individual freedom and inalienable natural rights.” In his
engaging new book, ROUGH CROSSINGS, Simon Schama delves into the
archives and comes up with a rather different account. For
Schama the antislavery idea was already a strand of “English
liberties” or “British freedom”; Lord Mansfield’s famous
judgment in the Somerset case was believed by many to have
confirmed the claim that England’s free air was incompatible
with slavery. While the American rebels suspended the slave
trade, several British commanders went further than this and
offered freedom to all slaves of rebel masters who would join
the loyalist side. In the end about 20,000 did, and their British
commanders repaid them for their service when the war ended. The
peace treaty required the return of all stolen property, but to
the fury of the American side, the British military evacuated
about 15,000 former slaves from New York and Charleston.
Schama is well aware that British military emancipationism was
opportunistic and selective, reserved only for slaves owned by
rebels. Somewhat like Davis, he argues not that the British
government was genuinely antislavery at this point but rather
that its strategic offer of emancipation chimed in with the
rhetoric of “British freedom” and allowed many thousands of
African-Americans to escape slavery and eventually to reach for,
and briefly enjoy, a measure of black self-government. Schama
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has a little-known story to tell. He follows the former slaves
from New York to Nova Scotia, Canada, and then to Sierra Leone,
on the West African coast. John Clarkson, brother of Thomas
Clarkson, the British abolitionist organizer, went to Nova
Scotia at the behest of a group of philanthropists who had raised
the enormous sum of £4 million –equivalent to about $600 million
in today’s money– to help to resettle Canada’s loyalist black
refugees in Africa. Clarkson found well over 1,000 willing to
sail, many more than had been anticipated, with Canada’s climate
and the hostility of some whites, as well as a longing to return,
being part of the explanation.
Schama stresses the emergence of capable leaders among the
African-Americans and the eventual establishment of a colony
marked by lively self-government. This picture is confirmed by
Cassandra Pybus, who, in her well-researched EPIC JOURNEYS OF
FREEDOM, supplies a vivid portrait of several of the African-
Americans who sought freedom with the British, notably Henry
Washington, one of the leaders of the Sierra Leone group. (Henry
Washington was well placed to learn from at least one of the
Founders, having been the property of George Washington
himself.) The plans for Sierra Leone had initially been drawn
up by pioneering English abolitionist Granville Sharp, who
championed a type of grassroots democracy called frankpledge,
supposedly based on Anglo-Saxon traditions. At all events the
members of the young settlement were invited to form themselves
into “tithings” and “hundreds” and then, women as well as men,
to elect their own leaders who would be responsible for local
administration while leaving overall responsibility to the
colonial company and its officers. John Clarkson, the first
governor of Freetown, managed to make this work effectively and
even grew to like the African drumming that had at first alarmed
him. But the proprietors declined to reappoint him because they
believed that he and his brother had become infected with the
Jacobin contagion (both Thomas and John visited France in the
early days of the Revolution and looked with favor on its
eventual antislavery moves).
The system of black self-government was sustained even under the
governorship of Zachary Macaulay but was eventually largely
suppressed after a black revolt. Schama sees black resistance
and revolt in Sierra Leone in the 1790s and afterward as a
tribute to the potential of “British freedom,” even when this
had been negated or adulterated by the official proprietors of
the colony. Davis sees the very same events and assertions as
an echo of the legacy of the American Revolution, evident even
among those who had escaped from it. No doubt African-Americans
appropriated ideas from these and other sources — including
evangelical abolitionists, unpatriotic, free-thinking radicals
and, last but not least, West African traditions of village and
tribal governance. But the eventual mixture was their own.
Davis has a chapter on the revolution in Haiti, formerly Saint-
Domingue, which he rightly sees as a crucial turning point,
establishing the first sovereign state in the world to abolish
slavery. While the universalism of revolutionary republican
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ideology had its effect on the leaders of the Haitian
revolution, the British, French and Spanish were defeated only
as a result of the tenacity of tens of thousands of colored
revolutionaries, many African-born, who fought on even when the
famous leaders had yielded. This spirit of the revolution, like
the spirit of the Sierra Leone colonists, must in the end be
seen as a new strand of black and colored emancipationism that
was to fuel many future antislavery struggles. When it came to
slavery, Haiti reached conclusions that were to require another
generation or two in Britain and the United States.
Davis’s book has a brief epilogue, but its last substantial
chapter concerns the Civil War and emancipation in the United
States. In many ways this is the most intriguing part of the
book. At some points Davis seems to imply that emancipation
should be seen as a vindication of an antislavery promise held
out by the Founders. The problem with this is not only that the
Founders formally supported or compromised with slavery but also
that many of those antebellum Americans who most consistently
opposed slavery, such as William Lloyd Garrison and Wendell
Phillips, were distinctly unpatriotic, indeed sworn enemies of
the Constitution. Without the radical abolitionists, many of
whom were black, the Southern states might never have seceded.
Those who refused burgeoning American nationalism made a
critical contribution to antislavery, as Garry Wills has argued
in his recent study of Jefferson, “NEGRO PRESIDENT.” Davis avoids
a triumphalist account of the Civil War. He sees that war through
the prism of its great brutality and dehumanization and the
ensuing emancipation of the slaves as heavily compromised by the
defeat of Reconstruction. He implies that while in the past he
regarded the Civil War as a “good war,” he no longer does, and
he seems to question the ease with which Garrison gave up his
pacifism. But if the war between the states was not a “good war,”
was it at least a necessary war to end slavery?
Davis briefly observes that slavery was overcome in a different
and better way in Brazil, but he does not indicate whether this
route could have been pursued in North America. However, he
writes: “No doubt we will always have a small number of
psychopathic torturers and serial killers. The worst evils arise
when institutions encourage large numbers of ‘ordinary’ people
to adopt similar behaviour and win approval and even admiration
from, let us say, fellow guards at a Nazi death camp, or even
at an American-run Iraqi prison. We are seldom willing to
recognize the truth that every war converts normal and ordinary
citizen-soldiers into serial killers, often of so-called
innocent civilians, as in the massive bombings of World War II.
I say this having been rigorously trained to kill Japanese in
the planned invasion in the autumn of 1945.”
Davis ends this searching and important book on a more positive
note, signaling that the ultimate suppression of slavery in the
New World could not have been accomplished without both “slave
resistance” and the wider “abolitionist movements.” This
historic and “willed” achievement, he suggests, raises
reasonable hopes for assembling the ambitious alliances needed
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to redress wrongs in today’s world, including both legacies of
slavery and the “still devastated continent of Africa.”
The left has not always found it easy to identify its own debt
to antislavery, no doubt because much official abolitionism was
intensely bourgeois and evangelical. But the leaders of radical
abolitionism, from Sharp and Clarkson to Garrison and Phillips,
were genuine progressives. Once emancipation became official
policy, its radicalism was much diminished and sometimes
entirely perverted. It is sobering to reflect that Africa was
carved up by the colonial powers in the name of suppressing the
slave trade. While the Berlin Conference of 1884-85 was a
cynical travesty of antislavery, some genuinely abolitionist
impulses did lend support to colonialism. Although in many
respects extraordinarily pioneering and progressive,
abolitionism was (particularly in its official version) remote
from the antislavery of the slaves and thus unable, once slavery
ended, to identify new forms of racial domination, whether in
the New World plantation zone or in the lands colonized by
Europeans. William Lloyd Garrison’s decision to close The
Liberator in 1865 testified to such a blind spot. Yet the
movement had a more radical legacy that deserves to be paid
tribute. Wendell Phillips and other abolitionists disagreed with
Garrison, realizing how much still remained to be done to insure
that the former slaves achieved a freedom worthy of the name.
Partly for this reason Phillips welcomed the founding of The
Nation in the same year that The Liberator closed.
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The slavetrading activities of Rhode Island senator James DeWolf were grist for a documentary film “Traces 
of the Trade: A Story from the Deep North.”

 Curtin, Philip D. and Herbert S. Klein. RECORDS OF SLAVE SHIP MOVEMENT BETWEEN AFRICA AND THE AMERICAS, 
1817-1843. 2nd DPLS ed., 1973, 1997. Madison WI: Data and Program Library Service

Robert Harms. THE Diligent: A VOYAGE THROUGH THE WORLDS OF THE SLAVE TRADE. NY: Basic Books, 2002
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“It’s all now you see. Yesterday won’t be over until
tomorrow and tomorrow began ten thousand years ago.” 

– Remark by character “Garin Stevens”
in William Faulkner’s INTRUDER IN THE DUST

http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/thumbnails/T/HDT.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/explanation.pdf
http://www.kouroo.info/kouroo/ActiveIndex.pdf
mailto:Kouroo@brown.edu
Well, tomorrow is such and such a date and so it began on that date in like 8000BC? Why 8000BC, because it was the beginning of the current interglacial -- or what?
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ARRGH AUTOMATED RESEARCH REPORT

GENERATION HOTLINE

This stuff presumably looks to you as if it were generated by a
human. Such is not the case. Instead, someone has requested that
we pull it out of the hat of a pirate who has grown out of the
shoulder of our pet parrot “Laura” (as above). What these
chronological lists are: they are research reports compiled by
ARRGH algorithms out of a database of modules which we term the
Kouroo Contexture (this is data mining). To respond to such a
request for information we merely push a button.
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Commonly, the first output of the algorithm has obvious
deficiencies and we need to go back into the modules stored in
the contexture and do a minor amount of tweaking, and then we
need to punch that button again and recompile the chronology —
but there is nothing here that remotely resembles the ordinary
“writerly” process you know and love. As the contents of this
originating contexture improve, and as the programming improves,
and as funding becomes available (to date no funding whatever
has been needed in the creation of this facility, the entire
operation being run out of pocket change) we expect a diminished
need to do such tweaking and recompiling, and we fully expect
to achieve a simulation of a generous and untiring robotic
research librarian. Onward and upward in this brave new world.

First come first serve. There is no charge.
Place requests with <Kouroo@kouroo.info>. Arrgh.
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