
CHAPTER XVIII.

THE PERIOD FRO)[ 181S TO 1880.

The Republicans tried conclusions with their opponents again in
1812, but the people of the state, especially those who had shipping and
commercial interests, were great Bufferers from the embargo and nOD
intercourse policy of Madison's administration, and were alarmed at
ihe prospect of war with Great Britain.1 At a large meeting of young
men, held in the state house in Providence, just before election, strong
resolutions were passed, denouncing the approaching war, and recom
mending the support of the Federalist ticket. The latter won by an
increased majority. At the May session a joint committee of the
general assembly was appointed to voice the latter's sentiments regard
ing public affairs, to draw up a statement concerning the exposed con
dition of the coast, and to recommend instrnctions to Rhode Island
me~bers of Congress. In accordance with the report of this commit
tee, the IUllembly adopted a resolution, opposing a declaration of war
against Great Britain, and requested the senators of the state in
Congress to endeavor to secure the removal of restrictions on com
merce. At the July session a council of war of six leading citizens
of the state was elected to confer with and advise Governor Jones. A
petition, adopted at a meeting of freeholders in Providence, and pre
sented at the October SessiOD, prayed for the enactment of a law for
bidding the "Cdistillation of grain into spiritnous liquors". The house
negatived the proposition by a decisive vote, but Speaker ~{8S0n, of
Providence, who seems to have been largely interested in a distillery,
was declared by a Republican newspaper to have indignantly asked if

to this ~riod, see 8. H. Allen's II Federal Aaoendenoy in 1811 U in Nsn-. m.,.
BIJfI. vil, 881.

I The sentiment in Rhode Island, to quote the words of Benjamin Cowell.
was that ,. a British war is unnecessary 88 it would be unjust". (See his aDony
m0118 LA,,,,, to tI Jf.".". of CJtmtrrea 1m tM ~«Jt o[ a BritiM War__po 82.' The
Rhode uland representatives in Congress, Rlohard Jackson and E. R. Potter,
addressed their constituents with a pamphlet. dated Karch 18. 1812. in which
they urged them to out oft all party lines and vote against those favoring 81JOh
meaaures.
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he was to be allowed to conduct his own business, or if he was to be
hampered by restrictive legislation.1

When news of the declaration of war reached Providence, bells were
tolled, stores closed, and Hags half-m88~d. The Providence Gazette
of June 27, 1812, in commenting upon the report of the committee on
foreign relations recommending war, declared that "they reported in
several heavy columns their malignant, hostile manifesto against Great
Britain, and with gigantic strides and ostentatious swellings, bad
thrown down the gauntlet of defiance to John Bull, in favor of the
atrocious murderer and incendiary Napoleon Bonaparte". It de
clared the action of Congress" a work of darkness". ' 'We are now",
it said, "to contend against an oppre88ed nation gloriously struggling
for the preservation of its liberties". Although the supporters of the
national administration still constituted a strong minority, public
opinion in tbe state was generally opposed to waill. On the night of
July 20 a small schooner which was being fitted out in Providence for
a privateer, was taken down the river and scuttled.

At the presidential election in November, the Madison ticket re
ceived only 2,084 votes to 4,032 for DeWitt Clinton, the Federalist
candidate. In the August previous, Richard Jackson, ir., and Elisha
R. Potter, the Federalist candidates, were elected to Congress over
Jonathan Russell and Isaac 'Vilbour, by about 1,300 majority.

A committee was appointed at the February session of the general
888embly in 1813 to consider whether any violation of the compact by
which Rhode Island had accepted the Federalconstitutionhadoccurred.
In messages to the assembly, Governor Jones discuS$ed the state's rela
tions to the Federal government, and stated that; in accordance with
the advice of the council of war, he had· determined that the final
authority 88 to the use of the state's militia outside of its borders rest
ed \vith him and not with the President. The 500 men whom President
Madison required as the state'8 quota, ,vere, ]lowever, drafted and dis
patched outside of the state upon Madison's requisition.2 The Gover
nor delivered messages on the subject at each session. The burden of
them was that the country had been egged on to an unjust war, a war
especially detrimental to Rhode Island's interests; that the coast of
the state was in a defenseless condition; that the general government
had removed the garrisons from the Newport forts, and had invited

I James B. Mason WaR speaker of the house from 1812 to 1814, and was elected
representative to Congress in 1814 and 1816. He owned a gin distillerr building
at India Point, Providenoe, whioh was carried on during Mason's political career
by Darius SessiODB.

I For Rhode Island's partioipation in the War of 1819, see tbe bibliography at
the end of the last volume, under HISTORY 1790-1840; also ohap~r on "The
Wan and the Militia." For Commodore Perry's victory at Lake Erie, Sept 10,
1818, see the bibliography Wlder BIOGRAPHY. Bee also ohapter on .. The Sea
Force in WarTime.
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the state to garrison them with state troops, but required the latter to
accept the commands of a regular army officer. A memorial to the
President, demanding the protection of the Federal government was
adopted, and a resolution was pused, instmcting the Governor to
employ patrols to gUard against surprise by the enemy. A eommit
tee was appointed at the June session to collect evidence regarding
Rhode Island seamen detained against their wishes in the service of
foreign powers, and to take the most efficient measures to secure their
release. The committee '8 report, rendered at the June session, showed
that the impressed seamen were 19 in number. No opposition W88

made to the Federal state ticket-which was known 88 the "Peace
ProI."

In his message to the general assembly in February, 1814, Governor
Jones used extremely strong language in denouncing the action of the
Federal government. The reverses which had occurred to our arms
were apparently a just retribution, caused by an all-wise Providence
because of the wickedness of the administration in bringing on an
unjust war. "We should, however", the Governor said, "indulge the
hope that our national rulers will remember that there is a point at
which oppreEilion must stop, and that, notwithstanding our respect for
the laws and our strong attachment to the union of the states, there
may be evils greater than can be apprehended from a refusal to submit
to unconstitutional laws". This was a thinly veiled threat of seces
sion. The state joined with Massachusetts and Connecticut, two coun
ties of New Hampshire and one county of Vermont in bolding the
Hartford convention.1 At the September session, Governor Jones was
authorized to borrow $100,000 for the purpose of providing clothes
and other necessaries for the state troops in the service of the general
government, and he was requested to order the militia to march to the
relief of a neighboring state, in case of the invasion of the latter'S
territory.

The Republican minority in the state criticised the state government
because it did not assume the direct taxes assessed against the state, 88

it could, they claimed, have obtained a rebate. The freemen of Little
Compton sent in a petition at the March session requesting such action,
but the Federalists claimed that the direct tax law was unconstitu
tional, and refused to recognize it. The Federalist watchword, which
accompanied its "Peace Prox" in April, of this year, lvas "No war;
no direct taxes to support it; but Jones, peace, and freetrade togeth
er". The Republicans again allowed the elect.ion to go by default.
They seemed to derive some consolation, however, from the fact that
Governor Jones's vote was growing smaller each year, a circumstance

1 Rhode Island's delegates were Benjamin Hazard, Daniel Lyman, Edward
Kanton, and Samuel Ward. The proceedings of the convention were published
in 1888 b1 Dwight's Hi.1ory oJ 1M Hartford, C'cmHntitm.
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which was, of course, attributable to the lack of opposition. At the
congressional election in August, the Federalist candidates, James B.
Mason and John L. Boss, jr., were elected by seven or eight hundred
majority in a full vote.

At the February session of the general 888embly in 1815, Governor
Jones reported that the state had advanced the money to pay for
clothing and other needful articles for Major Wood '8 battalion of
Rhode Island soldiers in the United States service, and that the state
also had advanced the money to pay that command a portion of the
money due its soldiers upon the assurance of the United States author
ities that the sum would be refunded. The Governor laid before the
assembly the proceedings of the Hartford convention and commended
its action. The Governor'8 council of war was continued through the
year. t

The Republicans held a convention of delegates from the several
towns, and nominated Peleg Arnold for Governor in opposition to
Governor Jones. The latter was re-elected, however, by a decisive
majority, although the total vote was only 5,960. The Federalist
majority in the house was 26. In November, 1815, the cotton manu
facturers of Rhode Island sent a memorial to Congress asking for more
protection.

The two parties had another trial of strength in April, 1816. Jere
miah 'fhurston of IIopkinton was placed OD the ticket 88 their candi
date for Lieutenant-Governor by the Federalists. The Republicans
nominated Nehemiah R. Knight, then clerk of the United States Cir
cuit Court, for Governor. The campaign "'88 fought upon war issues.
The Republicans Rccused their opponents of disloyalty, while the Fed
eralists, in their appeal to the people, commended Governor Jones for
having refused to obey the President's call for troops. Governor
Jones received 3,591 votes, and was elected by 332 majority-4:52 less
thaD the year before. The Federalist strength in the house was
some,vhat le88 than usual, although it was still double that
of their opponents. The leaders of the party, however, were
sensible of the fact that their unpatriotic course during the
war was a dead weight and must soon put them in the
minority. Senator Howell's term in the United States senate was
to expire on the 4th of the next March. It had always been customary
to elect senators at the October session preceding the 4th of March
,vhen their term was to commence. Had the Federalists waited in this
instance until October, they would have had to take the chance of
defeat at the semi-annual election of house members in Augusl They
had obtained an unquestioned majority in the grand committee. Still

I It was on September 28 of this year that the famous gale of 1816 ooourred.
causing tremendous damage throughout the state. (For accounts of this gale
see B. L H. 8. Publ. ii, 202, 282.)
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it was less than they had bad since1811,and they knew that the August
election might go against them. Therefore they decided to hold the
election in June, and thus make aure of the choice of a Federalist.
They carried the house on a motion to go into grand committee for the
purpose by a vote of 40 to 20. Then, in balloting for senator, the
Republicans abstained from voting, and the Federalist candidate,
James Burrill, jr., was elected unanimously. The Republicans made a
great outcry over the affair, insisting that it ,vas an act of usurpation.
The Federalist defense was rather weak, and finally, to silence criti
cism, Judge Burrill, at the February session in 1817, sent in his resig
nation. The August bouse was nearly as strongly Federal as its
predecessor, and Mr. Burrill did not risk much in resigning, for he was
immediately re-elected, the Republicans, as on his previous election,
abstaining from voting. The Federalists made no nominations .for
presidential electors in 1816, and the electoral vote of the state was
cast for Monroe,· the Republican candidate.

In view of the fact that no opposition had been made to Monroe in
the previous November, the Federalists claimed that the Republicans
ought not to oppose the Jones ticket in April, 1817, but the Repub
licans thought, that if it was a question of courtesy, the fact that they
had not opposed the Federalist candidates for Congress in August,
1816, was a fair offset to the action, or Don-action of their opponents
in November. They again nominated Knight and Wilcox, and a warm
campaign ensued. Political rallies were seldom held in the early days
of the century. The iMues of the day were generally explained by
political pamphlets, or through the medium of the newspapers. Dur
ing Washington's and Adams's administrations, when the Federalists
experienced but little opposition in the state, the Governor and other
state officers and Federalist leaders in the assembly were accustomed to
hold an informal caucus at the February session, and decide upon the
party cC prox" to be supported at the state election in April. These.
caucuses were probably 88 repreSentative of party sentiments 88 have
been delegate conventions of a later date, but after the Republicans
became strong, they often had a majority or a strong minority of the
general assembly. At such times the legislative caucus was not suffi
ciently representative, and prominent Federalists not then members of
the 888embly were invited to meet in caucus with the Federalist assem
blymen. The Republican caucuses were necessarily more democratic
from the first, because the larger portion of the towns were represent
ed by their opponents, and because many of their ablest leaders resided
in towns that invariably sent Federalists to the assembly. Republicans
in towns unrepresented by Republican members of the assembly were
invited to send delegates to the Republican conventions, and thus the
conventions of that party gradually became delegate conventions,
while those of their opponents in time became in a certain sense mass
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conventions, attended by leading members of their party. It is easy to
understand, however, that 88 the general assembly was usually in ses
sion about the last of February, and 8B it contained a large proportion
of the politicians of both parties, the town where it was then in aessiOD,
and the state house itself were the most convenient places in which to
bold these political conventions, and that they were, in fact, if not in
name, largely in the nature of legislative caucuses.

When the opposing cCproxies" were fairly launched, the party
papers were filled with long political essays in the form of communi
cations, setting forth the political issues as the writers understood
them, in which personal abuse of the candidates of the opposite party
appeared to be considered the most weighty arguments. The Federal
ists, during the time of the ~"rench Revolution and of the Bonaparte
era which was its outcome, were accustomed to bestow the terms of
,cJacobins" and cCDemocrats" upon their opponents; while the Re
publicans called the Federalists c'Tories", cCMonarchists" and "Aris_
tocrats". For a few years, however, previous to 1817, the term
uJacobin" bad gradually been falling into disuse on ilie part of their
opponents, who had shown a desire to usurp the name of Republican
by occasionally calling themselves "Federal Republicans". In the
campaign which preceded ilie state election of 1817 there was a notice
able difference in their newspaper arguments from those of the pre
vious year. '!'hey had lost the aggressive feature. Instead of com
mending Governor Jones for refusing to allow the militia to be
marched outside the state, they sought now to defend his action. He
thought that he was doing his duty; it was best for the state after all;
and his action had really sBved the state much expense at a time when
it was liard for the people to pay their taxes; he had labored conscien
tiously for the best interests of his state. By such arguments they
sought to defend and palliate conduct which their opponents declared
wu disloyal.1 The Republican ticket was triumphant in a total vote
of 7,830 by an average majority of less than 70. The Republicans cast
229 votes in Providence, which was 20 per cent. larger than their high
est previous total, while Jones's vote in the town (544) was smaller
thaD in 1816. A disagreeable incident occurred at Newport on elec
tion (inauguration) day, which led to a court martial of a militia
officer and an exchange of compliments between the party organs.
According to the usual custom regular troops had been sent from Fort
'Volcott to participate in the parade, and the band of the fort
was also loaned for the occasion. The latter marched to the

I This election gave rise to a well written electioneering pamphlet, addre,:aed
by a •• Citizen" of Warwiok 1\7 eMh~" of tM 8t4u of BAotU I,land, in whioh
the author defends Governor JODes, and totd his readers: .. If you elect Mr.
Knight and his friends, ~ou elect many of the hirelings and tax-gatherers of a
government, which, by Ita misconduct the last twelve years, has brought the
country to a state of mourning and misery."
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wharf to greet the Providence boat on its anival. The band was
placed under the orders of Captain.Robert B. Cranston, a local militia
officer who appeared to be acting, although in an unofficial capacity, 88

a master of ceremonies at that point. As the boat was tying at the
wharf, Cranston called for some marches with which the band was
unfamiliar. Thereupon, just as Governor Jones was stepping ashore,
Cranston ordered the band to play the "Retreat". Although he soon
had it changed to "Yankee Doodle", Governor Jones interpreted the
affair as an intentional insult. He was still the captain-general and
commander-in-chief of the militia, and 8S such demanded the respect
and obedience of militia officers. Cranston disclaimed any intention
of insulting his excellency, and the Republicans generally made light
of the affair. But the Federalists still had a majority in the house,
and at the following June session, a joint resolution was adopted order
ing a committee of inquiry to consider the case. The committee, which
was composed of members of both parties, declared Cranston's conduct
"highly improper, and derogatory to the dignity and honor of the
state". A court martial was convened, but it decided that it had no
jurisdiction, as the accused officer was not on duty and was in civilian's
clothes at the time.1

President Monroe made a northern tour in the summer of 1817. He
reached Newport June 29, and the next day went to Fall River, and
from there to Bristol. The steamer "Fire Fly" conveyed him from
the latter place to Providence, where he arrived in the evening. The
next day, after visiting points of interest in the town, and seeing the
"original cotton mill" at Pawtucket, he proceeded on his way to Bos
ton. The citizens and officials, generally without distinction of party,
united in doing honor to the Chief Magistrate of the nation. He was
greeted with military and civic parades, the ringing of bells, salutes,
illuminations and addresses. That of the town council of Providence,
which was supposed to have been written by a prominent Federalist
politician,· was 80 cordial and complimentary in its character as to
receive the commendation of the Republican local organ, the Colum
bian Phoenix, which seldom praised anything that emanated from
a Federalist BOUrce. At the June session the senate, in view of the
scarcity and high price of grain, passed an act, which was rejected by

I The prooeedinp of the court martial. as officially reported by the judge ad
vocate. were published in 1817. Robert Bennie Cranston (1791-1878). although a
Republioan at this time, was subsequently foond in the Whig ranks. His court
martial did not cause him to lose caste in military circles. as he was made a lieu
tenant-oolonel in 1818. Afterwards he was for a time sheriff of Newport county,
and in 1837 was elected to Congress as a Whig, and was twice re-elected serving
until 1848. In 1847 he was elected for the fourth term. He was afterwards
elected mayor of Ne~rtJ but declined the office. In his will he bequeathed
f15.000 to those poor of Newport ff who were too honest to steal and too proud to
beg."

I Senator Burrill
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the house, prohibiting its use in the distillation of spirituous liquor
between June 30 and September 30 of that year, under penalty of a
fine of $1,000, one-half of which was to go to the informer.1 In the
representative elections in August the Republicans .elected 33 and the
Federalists 39 members of t.he house.

At the February session of the assembly in 1818 a resolution was
adopted calling for the records, papers and correspondence of the late
council of war, and ordering them to be deposited Witll the secretary
of state. The cotton and woolen manufacturers in and near Provi
dence sent a petition to Congress, early in the year, reciting the condi
tion of the two industries, and asking that the duties then existing
upon foreign cotton and woolen products be made permanent.

The Republicans renominated Governor Knight and the other state
officers in 1818, while their opponents issued a "Union Prox", with
ex-Congressman Elisha R. Potter at the head. The Federalists seemed
to have but little hope of winning. In their newspaper arguments
they carefully abstained from abuRe of their opponents and even avoid-
ed using the term CCFederalist" in speaking of themselves. 'l'he total
vote cast in this contest was the largest ever given at a gubernatorial
election under the charter. Knight received 4,509, and Pot.ter 3,893
votes. The Republicans had two majority in the house, and now
controlled both chambers. A proposition introduced at the June J
session of the 888embly to extend the right of suffrage to citizens who
were not freeholders, but who paid taxes or served in the militia, was ,
postponed to the next session. The congressional election in August J

was not contested by the Federalists, Samuel Eddy of Providence, sec
retary of state, and Nathaniel Hazard, speaker of the house, being
chosen. At the October session a c.ommittee, appointed to consider
and report upon certain recommendations in the Governor's message,
reported that it was not prepared to recommend free schooling for
persons employed in manufacturing establishments. A committee was
appointed at this session to consider and report upon the expediency
of amending the act regulating the manner of admitting freemen.

At the February session in 1819 a committee was appointed to con
sider the advisability of establishing free schools. Mr. Hine of Coven
try introduced a resolution in the house requesting freemen, at the
annual election in April, to express t~eir opinions regarding the expe
diency of calling a convention to form a ,vritten constitution. On
motion of Benjamin Hazard of Newport, the matter was postponed,
and 8 committee was appointed to take the matter into consideration,
and also consider and report regarding fraudulent practices at elec-

1 The fact that the senate was then eontrolled by the Republicans leads to
the 8uspioion that the advocates of this proposed. prohibition measure had Con
gressman M&800'8 India Point distillel7 in mind and that the non·concurrence
of the house in the measure W88 due to Its having a Federalist majority.
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tions. No opposition was made at the April election to the Republican
ticket, although political lines were drawn in the choice of town repre-
sentatives. .

At the February se&Bion of the assembly in 1820, George Field of
Cranston introduced a bill for the establishment of a free school system
throughout the state, which, after a brief discussion, was postponed to
a future session in order to obtain the sense of the freemen regarding
the matter. A law was passed abolishing the summary proeess in the
collection of debts, which had always been enjoyed by the banks. A
bill passed the senate in June to extend the right of suffrage to citizens
equipping themselves and serving in the militia. It was postponed
by the house. The subject of a constitutional convention was quite
generally discussed throughout the state this year. A convention
was held in Providence to further such an object. Two of the Feder
alist semi-weeklies of the to\\rtl united with the Republican organ in
its advocacy, and one of the former1 declared in an editorial "that a
free people have for more than forty years submitted to a species of
government, in theory, if not always in practice, as despotic as that of
the autocrat of the Russias."

The Federalists made no contest in April, but they tried conclusions
with their opponents in August in the congressional election, although
they did not come out under their own colors, but hoisted the banner
of the "People". They put in nomination, as the People's
candidates Samuel W. Bridgham, a leading Federalist, and
Job Durfee, of Tiverton. The latter came out in a card
in the papers, declaring that his name had been used
without his consent, and that he should vote for Messrs. Eddy and
Hazard, the Republican candidates. Mr. Eddy had voted to admit
Missouri at the late session of Congress, and the Federalists appealed
to the anti-slavery sentiment of the people to encompass llis defeat.
Mr. Hazard, the other representative in Congress, was Dot very popu
lar, and the Republicans were somewhat fearful of the result. But
they feared Bridgham more than they did Durfee. They denounced
the former because he was not a native of the State, and because he
was a lawyer. The Providence Patriot in an editorial declared, "They
(the Federalists) profess to be actuated by the cardinal principles of
honesty, integrity and fair dealing, and yet they nominate a practicing
lawyerl" One candidate of each party-Eddy and Durfee-were
elected. No opposition was encountered by the Monroe candidates for
electors, but the vote was very small-only 720 in all, of which Provi
dence cast only 81.

The Republicans had a small majority in the assembly at the October
SessiOD, and they elected James De Wolfe to the United States senate
on November 4, to succeed 'William Hunter, whose term would expire

1 The JL.",uftJlJluNrI' .ratlA,."..,.,' JourMI, November 27, 1820.
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on March 4, 1821. Some years before, Mr. De Wolfe had been exten
sively engaged in the slave trade, and when the Federalist journals
ealled attention to this faet, he declared that it had been cC many, many
years" since he had trafficked in slaves, and that the greater portion of
his property had been obtained in honorable employment.1 Anti
slavery sentiment was very strong in New England at this time, and
Senator Smith of South Carolina, in a speech in the winter of 1820-21,
undertook to prove the insincerity of Rhode Island antagonism to
slavery by showing the interest of the state in the African slave trade.
He said that the law against the importation of slaves into his state
had been suspended for four years, from 1800 to 1804, inclusive, and·
that during that time 59 Rhode Island vessels-nearly one-half of the
whole number-had entered the port of Charleston with "shiploads of
African slaves, and of the 59, 10 had been owned by Senator-elect
James De Wolfe.1

1'he Rhode Island Society for the Encouragement of Domestio
Industry, which subsequently became an important factor in the in
dustrial development of the state, was organized in 1820. It held ita
first fair in 1821 at Pawtuxel The census of 1820 gave Providence a
population of 11,767, of whom 5,118 were on the west side of the river.
'Vesbninster street ,vas already beginning to rival Ie Cheapside" 88 a
resort for ladies looking for bargains.· The rapid growth of the town
about this time is shown by a writer in the Providence Gazette of
September 5, 1820, who stated that he counted one day one hundred
and Seven wagoDs of fruit and vegetables at market, while only six
years before the presence of forty-nine such ,,·agoDs at market was a
matter of surprise and remark. This year public lamps were erected
at the expense. of the town. A fire hook and ladder company was also
established.

A resolution was p888ed at the January session of the general
assembly in 1821, requiring town clerks to collect and transmit infor
mation regarding schools and the cost of the same in their respective
to\vns. At the same session, Representative Dexter Ford of Provi
dence introduced a resolution which passed both houses to submit the
question of calling a constitutional convention to the people at the

1 The PrtlfJidtft~ (}tJU,t. retorted: •• More humane, honorable, suooessful and
constitutional business-that of privateeringl"

t Rhode Island's participation in the slave trade WR8 indeed large. As far
back M May 1, 1784. theN,~MtJrcu'1I had admitted, "It is well Ilnown that
inhahitallta of this state have had a greater hand in the slave trade than any
other on the continent". and the records sbow that this reputation WR8 fully sus
tained during the next twenty-five yean. (See Spears, AfINrlCtJA 81d", 7Nd1.)

I A local news item in the Alatau/aau,."" and FlJrmtJr" JournGl of AprilS, 1822,
8&ls: "A number of shope have lately been fitted up in 8uperb style for the re
tall dry goods trade. The pleasant promenade on the north side of the street
will probably be more frequented than ever by our belles and beaux. It

20-1
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town meetings in April. All the Providence papers, without distinc
tion of party, favored the convention project, and at the election the
town voted 598 to 2 in favor of it. Six other towns of Providence
county, the three towns of Bristol county, East Greenwich in Kent
county, and Hopkinton in Washington county, also gave majorities in
its favor j while Newport county was solid against it, as were Kent and
Washington counties-witlt the single exceptions noted-and three of
the towns in Providence county also opposed it. Newport gave 57
votes in favor and 275 against a convention. The total v~te was, yeas
1,619, to 1,905 nays. A leading argument in the Provi~encepapers in
favor of the project was the inequality of representation existing
under the charter, which gave Newport six, Providence, Warwick and
Portsmouth four each, and the remaining towns only two representa
tives. The equalization of the representation under a new constitution
would have deprived some of the smaller towns, and Newport as well,
of a portion of the representation which they then had, in favor of
Providence, Smithfield and other grow~ng towns.

Senator James Burrill, jr., having died on December 25, 1820,
Governor Knight called a special session of the general assembly to
choose his successor, and ,vas himself unanimously selected for the
coveted position. On January 9, 1821, the Republican state conven
tion, which was held soon after, placed William C. Gibbs of Newport
in nomination for Governor, with Caleb Earle as the nominee for
Lieutenant-Governor. The Federalist party was no longer in exist
ence, but, although this once powerful body had lost man)·
followers by desertion to the party in power, it still constituted a
strong minority, ready to renew the fight at a favorable opportllnity.
An attempt was made this year to fonn a union ticket in opposition to
the Republican Prox. Samuel W. Bridgham was placed at the head of
the ticket, with Ezbon Sanford of North Kingsto\vJl, a Republican, fOl

Lieutenant-Governor. About half of the candidates selected for the
senatorial ticket for this "Union Prox" were also Republicans. Most
of the latter, and the Dominee for Lieutenant-Governor declined to
have their names used on this ticket, and changes had to be made,
George W.Tillinghast, of North Kingstown being substituted for
Sanford. Gibbs received 3,801 votes, exactly a thousand more than

.were polled for Bridgham.
In October, 1821, a court martial was held at East Greenwich to try

Colonel Leonard Blodget of the Second Regiment, who was charged
by Brigadier-General Joseph Hawes with unmilitary and diSorderly
conduct, neglect of duty, and di8obedi~nceof orders. The court-mar
tial, of which Brigadier-General George De W01£ was president, found
the accused officer guilty of the charges and specifications, and sen
tenced him to be ·'broke". It is not known whether the murder of the
King's English, or the injustice done the accused by the sentence had
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the greater weight with Major-General Albert C. Greene, the ranking
officer of the militia at the time, but he overruled the sentence, and'
merely suspended the convicted officer from his command for thirty
days.l While it was generally admitted t.hat the sentence of the court
martial was unduly severe, General Greene met with considerable
criticisln for MSuming atlthority to overnde the sentence of a court-
martial. .

This year the "side-walk commissioners" of Providence "com_
menced their herculean labors of making the rough places smooth and
the crooked straight in the foot-ways through the town".1 The in
creased expenses of the to\vn, involved in this and other recent public
improvements, alarmed· some of the older citizens, and at the June
town meeting one of the heaviest taxpayers made a motion that the
town watch and the street lights be discontinued during the summer
months. The motion was negatived.

An act was passed at the January meeting of the general assembly
in 1822, forbidding the sale of rum, wine or strong liquor within one
mile of any meeting being held for the \vorship of Almighty God.
Another important law enacted at this session imposed a fee upon
licensed persons a·nd others, and bodies corporate, which was to be
collected by town officers without remuneration and turned over to the
state treasurer. After a year or t"Yo the towns were allowed two-and- .;
a-half per cent. for making the collections. Another law forbade the
running at large of cows in the business portion of Providence between
the 10th of November and the 10th of April, except on Sundays, and
between 8 at night a.nd sunrise. The constitutional convention ques
tion came up again at this session, and the matter was again submitted
to the freemen at the April town meetings. The friends of the meas
ure appear to have been discouraged by the adverse vote of the year
previous, and it was again defeated, tbe vote being 843 to 1,804. Prov
idence cast 110 in favor and 26 against a convention. At the June
session, ex-Congressman Elisha R. Potter, then a member of the house
from South Kingstown, introduced a bill to increase the representation
of "Providence in the house to seven members and that of Smithfield,
South Kingstown, Bristol, Coventry and North Kingstown to three
each.1 The bill by common consent was laid over till the next session,
that being then a favorite way of disposing of unpopular measures.

I Itap~ that General Hawes as 'eviewing officer had exceeded his author7
itr in givmg Colonel Blodget ordel'8 to march his men to a certain location and
dISmiss them. The orders were ignored, and subsequently, when Hawes ordered
his arrest, Colonel Blodget resisted. The report of Blodget's trial was pub
li8bed at Providence in 1821.

t Staples, AnftDu 01 PrOfJidMlr". p. 886.
I The population of Rhode Island towns of over 8,000 inhabitants in 1820 was

as follows: Providence, 11,767: Newport, 7,819; Smithfield, 4,678; South Kings..
town, 8,728; Warwick, 8,048; Bristol, 8,197; Coventry, 8,189; North Kingstown,
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A bill to reduce the justices of the Supreme Judicial Court from five
to three was passed by the house at this session, but did not get through
the senate. The Rhode Island Historical Society was chartered at
this session.

The Republican state ticket met with no opposition either in 1822 or
1823 ; nor were Messrs. Eddy and Durfee opposed in the congressional
election in August, 1822. Mr. Durfee, who had declared himself a
Republican when placed on the opposition ticket two years before,
W88 now accepted 88 the candidate of the dominant party. But,
although the opposition did not deem it expedient to hazard a contest
on general issues, it was always in evidence at the representative
elections, and in August, 1822, it succeeded in securing one-half of the
total (72) membership of the house. When the new house was or
ganized in October, several of the Republican members were sick and
unable to attend, and the "Federal Republicans" bad a clear majority.
So it happened that when the senate, which was unanimously Repub
lican, invited the house to meet in grand committee to elect a United
Stateasenator, the house refused. On January 17, 1823, the two houses
88Sembled in grand committee, and re-elected Senat.or Knight for six
years, on the second ballot, by 40 votes to 39 for ex-Congressman
Potter.

The year 1823 witnessed a slight collision of interests in this state
between steam and sail passenger boats. 'l'he Fulton company- of New
York had built several steamboats for the Sound and the Hudson
river services. A line of packets for passengers and freight was put
on between New York and Providence, which also called at certain
Connecticut ports. The New York legislature had attempted to give
the company an exclusive franchise in New York waters, and, although
its right so to do was subsequently denied by the Federal judges, its
monopoly seems to have been in force some time before the decision
was rendered. The Connecticut legislature, in retaliation, had
excluded the New York boats from Connecticut ports. This c, em
bargo" of course had a tendency to increase the travel and traffic
between the metropolis and Rhode Island ports, but the sailing packet
interest, which had already experienced a loss of business in conse
quence of the advent of steam, tried to secure the passage of an act by
the Rhode Island legislature, at Newport in May, practically to exclude
its powerful rival from Rhode Island waters. A petition from New
port and other shore towns asked the assembly for an act to prevent
the New York boats from navigating Rhode Island waters, unless the
Fulton company should grant re~iprocal rights to Rhode Island citi
zens. A bill actually passed the senate imposing a tax of 50 cents a

8,007. Newport then had six memben, while Warwick and Portsmouth. which
had only 1,845 inhabitants. each had four, they constituting, with Newport and
Providence, the foor origiDal toWDS.
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head upon all p888engers brought into Narragansett bay by steam
boats. The house referred the bill to a committee, which was to
report at a subsequent session, but before it had completed its duties,
the United States ·Court had decided that such legislative attempts
to impede inter-state commerce were unconstitutional.

The question of a constitutional convention was a subject of debate
all through the year, both in the general assembly and in the state at
large. At the June session of the general assembly, Elisha R. Potter
revived the Bubje<:t by offering a resolution to issue a mandatory call
for the election of delegates to a constitutional convention, without
waiting for the previously attempted popular initiative. The resolu
tion was laid on the table until October, when a committee was elected
to bring a bill for a convention. The committee was unable to agree,
and another committee was appointed for the purpose. The latter
finally reported a resolution, at the session of January, 1824, calling a
convention of delegates, equal in number to the representation of the
several towns in the house. 'rhe resolution was adopted and the free
lucn of tltc scvcrnl to'\'J1S clected delegates ill June.

1'he movement in favor of the adoption of a written constitution at
this time was entirely non-partisan. While its earliest advocates had
been more numerous in the conntry than in the larger villages, and
were consequently more Republican than Federalistic in sentiment, at
this time the sentiment favorable to a change was stronger in Provi
dence, the growing towns of Providence county, and in Bristol and
Warren than elsewhere. As any attempt at an equalization of the
representation of the house on the basis of population must reduce \/'
the representation then existing of Newport, Warwick and Ports
mouth, those towns were opposed to 8 change, and they were aided in
the fight by the small towns generally, which already scented danger
from the rapidly-growing young giant at the head of Narrag8Jlsett
bay. Hence it happened that conditions had been somewhat reversed,
and Providence, the populous town and the Federalist stronghold, was
clamorous for a constitutional convention, while most of the small
Republican towns were no\v opposed to it. No attempt, however, was
made to give any political tODe to the matter. Providence selected two
leading Republicans along with t\VO Federalists to represent it, and
party lines wete ignored in the other towns.

The convention met at Newport in June and prepared a constitution,
which was to be submitted to the people in October. The proposed
instrument, in the preparation of which ex-Congressman Potter, the
president of the convention, scems to have been the most influential
factor, did not change tIte freehold qualification for voters. It gave
the Governor the power of veto, and made the Lieutenant-Governor the
president of the senate, with only a casting vote in case of a tie. The
senate, which.was to consist of ten members, chosen on a general ticket,



MAP OF THE TOWN OF PROVIDENCE IN 1828, BY DANIEL ANTHONY.

FROM AN OnlUINAL IX THE POSSE8810N OF THE RHODE ISLAND HISTOIUCAL SOCIETY.
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was practically the same as under the chflrter. In the house of rep
resentatives, every town, however small, was to have two members; I
towns of three thousand and less than five thousand inhabitants were
to have three; towns of five thousand and under eight thousand, four;
towns of eight thousand and under twelve thousand, five; towns of
t~·elve thousand and less than seventeen thousand, six; and towns of
over seventeen thousand people, seven and no more.! One session of
the general assembly was to be held at Newport in May each year;
another session was to be holden each January, at Providence and
South Kingstown alternately, while adjournments from the May
session were to be held at East Greenwich, and adjournments from the
January session in Bristol. The freemen rejected the proposed COD

stitution by a decisive vote of 3,206 negative to 1,668 affirmative votes.
Providence, North Providence, Smithfield, Johnston, Glocester, and
the three Bristol county towns were the only ones that gave majorities
in its favor. Providence gave 653 votes to 26 in its favor, but New
port polled 531 ballots against it ·and only 5 affirmative ones, while
several towns voted solidly against it.

Governor Gibbs declining a renomination in 1824, the Republican
convention selected ex-Governor Fenner a8 the standard bearer of the
party, with Charles Collins of Newport 8S the candidate for Lieutenant
Governor. No opposition ticket was nominated, but two or three days
before election a ticket with Wheeler Martin's name at the head was
secretly circulated in Providence and a few other towns. It had little
effect, although Martin, who was more acceptable to the Federalist
element than Fenner, carried Providence, West Greenwich and War
ren, bia vote in the former town being 165 to 159 for Fenner. As
there was Bupposed to be no contest the vote of the state was a light
one-only 2,751 in all-of which total Fenner received 2,146, and
ltlartin 594.

The report of the committee selected to make a new estimate of
valuation for the state reported at the January session in 1824. The
total for Providence was placed at $9,500,000, while that for Newport
was $2,000,000.

An event of considerable importance this year was the visit of
Lafayette to Providence, which occurred on the 23d of August. He
came by carriage from Plainfield, Connecticut, and was met at the .
western border of the town by a great military and civic procession.
The ovation extended him was fully equal to that given Washington.in

I If the constitution had been adopted Providence ~ould have had five mem
bers; Newport, four; Smithfield, South KiogBtown, Warwiok, Bristol, Cov
entry and North Kingstown, three each; and the remaining twenty-three
towns two each. This would have given a house of 78 members. Were suoh
a bMis of representation in force at the present time (1901), the six oities and
the town of Warwick "·ould each have seven membe1'8 of the house, and the
total membersbip would be 186.
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1790, and was participated in by the veterans of the Revolution' and
by their children and grandchildren. The festiviti~were brought to
a conclusion by the inevitable banquet and toasts, in which Tristam
Burges proposed the toast to the honored gu~t, in an eloquent and
felicitous little speech.I

The pNBidential campaign this year in Rhode Island was pOSleSled
of some peculiar features. The opposing political parties had become
considerably mixed, and many leading Republicans, 88 well 88 many
who were formerly Federalists, were favorable to the election of Will
iam H. Crawford, who had secured the Republican Congressional
caucus nomination. Many, however, of both party afIiliatioDS, de
sired John Quincy Adams.- The Republican convention to nominate
presidential electors was called to meet in Providenee, October 27, but
a convention, called in Adams's interest, met on the 26th of that month
and nominated electors. When the Republican" convention met the
next day, the ('machine" magnat~ who expected to endorse Craw
ford's candidacy without opposition, found themselves in a decided
minority, and the Adams electors were unanimously endorsed by the
convention. Tbe popular vote in November was: Adams, 2,145;
Crawford, 200.

The most importanf legislation enacted by the general assembly in
1825 was an act to transfer the jurisdiction of petitions for the benefit .
of insolvent debton to courts 01 commissioners. Three courts were
established; one for Newport and Bristol count.ies; a second one for
Providence county; and a third for Kent and Wabington counties.

The town of Providence had maintained free schools since 1800.
Newport adopted measures for tIte purpose in 1825, but not without
strong opposition, which clllminated in a petition to the general
assembly from ex-Senator Christopher G. Champlin and one hundred
and fifty othen, who asked tile assembly to declare tile action of tbeir
town null and void. The assembly doubted its authority to interfere
80 radically with the rights of its premier capital, but it modified the

1 As Lafayette entered the State Houae on North Main street. be recognized
and cordially embraoed Colonel Stepben OlDey, who had served under him at
Yorktown. and had been one of the first to penetrate the British works. For
further details of Lafayette's visit, see Z. Allen's j{1JfAIR'i4l t1/ lAf.,.,". Provi
dence. 1881.

'Burges touted Lafayette 88 the .companion of Washington and tbe friend
of Hamilton and Greene. The inoident, and the fact that the placing of Ham
ilton by the side of Washington and Greene as a military hero met with no oriti
cism. ahow the strong Federalist sentiment of Burges, and of Providence 88
well, a 88ntiment that still lived, although no man then, when the memory of
the Hartford convention was fresh in the minds of the people. had the moral
courage to declare himself a Federalist.

• Two anonymous pamphlets, ODe entitled Prineipla (1M JfM, advocating the
election of Adams, and the other, entitled pNJ (lIId Oem, urging the claim of
Crawford, appeared in Providence in 1828.
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town's action in appropriating $2,000, 'by authorizing it to use not to
exceed $800 for the free education of "white children."

The dead calm which was resting on the political waters was dis
turbed in the summer by a lively contest over congressmen. It had
been customary to hold the congressional elections during the August
preceding the fourth of l\farch on \vhich the terms of the members
began, but by resolution of the general assembly in June, 1823, the
date of election was changed from August, 1824, to August, 1825.',:
The Republican convention for the nomination of successors to l\{e88rs...
Eddy and Durfee was called, according to the usual custom, to meet at
Newport, during the June session of the general assembly. But few
delegates were elected, and, as was customary in such cases, Republican
assenlblymen from the unrepresented towns acted as delegates in the
convention. Mr. Eddy was renominated without a contest, but Mr.
Durfee was not so fortunate. He was beaten in the convention by
Dutee J. Pearce of Newport. The defeated candidate claimed .that the
convention did not fairly represent the wishes of the freemen, and
announced himself as a candidate for re-election. The old Federalist
element, which had never been cordial in the support of the candidates
named for them by the Republican conventions, which were-they
claimed-a mere reflex of the wishes of Bennett H. Wheeler, the editor
of the Providence Patriot, seized the opportunity to hold a conference
and nominate Tristam Burges of Providence for Congress. William
Hunter of Newport was also named. The original Republicans
opposed Burges because, as was claimed, he had been a Federalist, and
was" still one in sentiment, and neither he nor any of his supporters
dared either acknowledge or defend the "heresy". Burges received
2,932 votes; Pearce 2,534; Durfee 2,468; Eddy 2,121 ; and Hun·ter 364.
Burges \vas declared the only one elected, and a second trial took place
in November, when Pearce was chosen.

A municipal census, taken this year, gave Providence a population
ot 15,941, of which number 8,729 were on the east and 7,212 on the
west side of the river, and of whom 1,414, or nearly ten per cent., were /'
colored. The Providence papers about this period frequently com
plained of the numbers of colored people in the town, a large percent
age of whom were, they asserted, lawless and idle. This year thirty
acres of land at Field's Point \vere purchased by the town of Provi
dence for $4,500, or $150 an acre.

James De Wolfe having resigned his seat in the United States senate,
Asher Robbins, Republican, of Newport, was elected in his place, on
November 5, 1825, by the general assembly, by a small majority over
Elisha R. Potter.

The assembly in January, 1826, passed an act forbidding members
of the courts of commissioners being members of either house of the
general assembly, but the act itself constituting that court, together
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with all other acts for the relief of insolvent debtors were repealed in
June by four majority in the house and one in the senate. The de
bate over this matter attracted a good deal of attention, on account of
its importance, and because of the ability of the debaters, some of the
best legal talent in the state being arrayed on each side. Ex-Con
gressman Potter led the fight for repeal, and was given credit by his
political enemies for,the final outcome. 'l'he lottery question attracted
considerable attention this year, and the propriety of suppressing this
form of gambling was already being discussed.

The manifestations of grief when news was received of the deaths of
ex-President Adams and Jefferson, and the tributes to their memory
which were bestowed in equal degree, showed that the former feeling,
so prevalent in the state against the Sage of Monticello, had been
greatly modified. At the time of Jefferson's death, a public subscrip
tion was being raised throughout Rhode Island to assist in relieving his
pecuniary embarrassments, and one of the most responsive toasts given
in Providence on the Fourth was the hope that the venerable patriot
would not be compelled to dispose of Monticello by lotterY.

As a United States senator to succeed Senator Robbins would, in the
regular order of things, be chosen at the October session of the assem
bly this year, considerable interest was manifested in the August
semi-annual election of members of the house. It was assumed that
Mr. Potter would again be a candidate, and Mr. Robbins's friends,
especially in Providence, urged the freemen to return men pledged to
support him. Mr. Potter ,was accused of all manner of political here
sies, and among other things of being an enemy of the town of Provi
dence. The Providence Manufactnrers' and Fanners' J ournsl was
particularly bitter in its denunciations. A few weeks before the meet
ing of the assembly, Mr. Potter came out in a letter in the Providence
Microcosm, in which he struck back at his opponents, and insinuated
that Senator Robbins had been guilty of questionable conduct, when
he held the position of United States district attorney under Presi
dent Monroe. This compelled Senator Robbins to publish affidavits to
clear his reputation. When the time for the choice of senator in
grand committee arrived, !\tIre Potter, who was a member of the house
from South Kingstown, declined being a candidate, and Senator Rob
bins was unanimously re-elected.

A new judiciary law was enacted in January, 1827, which involved
some reforms in procedure, and reduced the justices from five to three.
Some of the judges who expected to be displaced under the action of
this law secretly circulated a "prox", just before the April election,
in the attempt to defeat four of the senators whose votes had assisted
in the ·passage of the new law. The attempt, however, was a failure,
88 the judges' candidates received on an average only about 525 votes.
An attempt was made at the May session to repeal the new law, but,



THE PERIOD FROM 1812 TO 1830. 816

although l\lr. Potter favored such action, the house rejected the act of
repeal, the vote on its p888age being 25 to 41.

The temperance movement, at least in its public manifestations, had
its inception in Providence this year. A public meeting was held in
April in the First Baptist meeting hOllse, at which resolutions were
P888ed in some measure condemnatory of the liquor evil.1 Governor
Fenner, than whom few public men in Rhode Island history have been
more successful in trimming their sails to catch an approaching breeze,
must have had a premonition of the coming temperance deluge,
for on election day at Newport, in May, be abstained from treating,
and instead thereof gave $100 to the Newport public school fund.
Lieutenant-Governor Collins, following the example of his superior,
also gav~ $50 to the fund.

Considerable rivalry existed between the original Republicans, and
those of the newer (Federalist) brand, as to which were the truest
friends of President Adams's administration. Both parties claimed
to be truly loyal thereto, and 'no Republicans were considered genuine
,vitbout the Ada.rns "hal1-nlark". The newer faction stole a march
upon the Patriot regulars, at Newport in June, by calling a caucus of
"Senators, Representatives and people'~, who were supporters of
President Adams's administration, to meet on the day previous to the
regular Republican congressional convention. The c,aucus, which was
well attended, renominated Messrs. Burges and Pearce, and the regu
lars doing the same, the t\VO congressmen were re-elected without
opposition.

The II Administration party" again forestalled the Patriot Repub
licans in nominating a " prox" for the April election of 1828. All of
the old officers except four senators were renominated. The Repub
lican convention renominated the old ticket with two exceptions, and
the two senators left out of both proxies-one of whom openly avowed
himself a Jackson man-ran independently and failed of election.
Two of the senators wbo were I I turned down" by the II Administration
prox" ,,'ere elected, and the other two were defeated.1

A free school law was passed at the January term of the general as
sembly in 1828. The receipts from lottery managers and agents and the
duties obtained from auctioneers had been allowed to accumulate for a
year ortwoforthepurpose,and by the tenns of the law now enacted, ten
thousand dollars of sucb receipts were to be divided each year among
the several towns in proportion to their several school populations, to
be used for the support of free schools. Five thousand dollars of the

J For a history of the temperance cause in Providence, see a aeries of sketches
by 8. 8. Wardwell in the P1VJfJ. Joumal for 1MB.

tThil strife over the election of state senaton brought out two ~pblet ad-.
dres&e8, both ADonymous and both filled with the p8l"8Onal vituperation that 80
especially distinguished the politics of the period.
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accumulated receipts then in the state treasury were at once set apart
as a permanent fund for the use of schools, and thereafter all state
receipts from lotteries and auctioneers over and above the ten thousand
dollars distributed to the several towns, were to be added annually to
the permanent fund, which was to be invested by the general treasurer
in good bank stock. The towns were authorized to appropriate sueh
additional sums for schools each year as a majority of the freemen of
each, assembled in town meeting, should deem proper. • A new law for
the relief of insolvent debtors, which referred their petitions to the
Supreme Judicial Court, was passed at this session. At the June ses
sion permission was given for the extension of a railroad, starting from
Boston, from the Massachusetts state line to Providence. The legis
lators, who were accustomed to provide for the assessment of tolla."by
turnpike associations operating under state charters, gave the railroad
company authority "to take and exact from persons making use of the
same (the railroad), reasonable tolls", and for that purpose to "erect
and keep up a toll..gate, together with the necessary appendages there
to". A toll gate upon a railroad seemed to be a very necessary provis
ion at that time.

At the October session a resolution expressing confidence in Presi..
dent Adams's administration, and in Henry Clay, and advocating the
President's re..election, passed the house by a vote of 44 to 18. Presi
dent Adams passed through Providence, which he reached by the New
York boat, on Sunday, August 10. Salutes were fired, and he was
received cordially, and with as much attention and pomp as could be
expected on the Lord's day.

The Jeffersonian Republicans allowed the "Friends of the Admin
istration" to call the convention for the nomination of presidential
electors, and the ticket selected was endorsed by them. Shortly before
the election a Jackson weekly, the "Republican Herald", was started
in Providence, and a Jackson Electoral Prox was put Up.l A large
portion of the freemen of Rhode Island, however, looked upon Jackson
with great distrnst. The Afanufacturers' and Farmers' Journal
warned its readers shortly before the election that if the "Alilitary
Chieftain" was chosen, the country would probably be ruined, and
that the people then living might see established upon its rni~ 'c a long
line of sceptered kings". Even the Patriot, which had sounded the
war cry of the plain people for many years, after J ackaon's success
seemed assured, regretted the result, but not 80 much because it dis
trusted the successful candidate, as because his candidacy had been
dictated by British influence, and his election was due to the "wild
Irish rabble of New York city." The Adams electoral ticket received

I The Herald oftloe also isSued A,. tJdtl,.., to ,AI JM'IpU of BIuItU Ilia"" pro".,
IAtJI fIION UaiJ-.elgll ",iUioJU Df ,,,. "ub~u .,.., 1&tu bJm tIHIIW b, ,AI p,.," tid..
• iftlllrtJlitm. By a Landholder, 1828. .
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2,754 Yotes, and the Jackson ticket 821. The Yote of Providen " was
538 to 73 in fayor of Adams, and that of Newport 290 to 66... The
wisdom of adopting a city form of government and establishing a high
school was frequently discussed in Providenee at this period.

A bill was introduced at the January session in 1829 to repeal the
27th section of the law for the 888essment and collection of taxes,
which exempted school and religious property from taxation. It
passed the house by 9 majority and in the June following was accepted
by the senate in an amended form, the exemption being retained on
these classes of property when protected by charte~.

The free suffrage party began to be heard from again this year.
Meetings were held in several of the towns. Large assemblages were
held in Providence in aid of the movement. One on the 28th of March
was described by the J ournsl of that town as the largest meeting ever
held in the state, as many as 1,200 to 1,500 being in attendance. Most
of the leading citizens took part in the campaign, and all of the news
papers advocated the reform but the Jackson organ, which warned the
farlners against giving Providence too much power. At the May
session memorials were sent to the general assembly by the suffragists,1
but a motion by Wilkins Updike that the petitioners have leave to with
drn,v, put a stop to the movement at the June session.

The state campaign of 1829 was a fight bet,,'een the C CGeneral Re
publicans" and the Democratic-Republica.ns (Jackson) on the sena
torial ticket, in which the latter e~ected eight of their ten candidates.
A trial of strength took place in the house on C CElection Day" over
the speakcrship. The Regulars nOlninated Joseph L. Tillinghast of
Providence, while t.he Jacl(sonians supported Wilkins Updike. The
former was chosen, receiving 37 votes to 27 for Updike. 1.'he Jackson
ian Republicans were now the Administration party. 'fhe Providence
Patriot accepted the situation and retained the advertising patronage
of the national government. Many of tlte IlcpublicRus of the Jeffer
sonian stripe now aligned themselves with the radicals who had been
supporting Jackson. Governor Fenner trimmed his sails to catch the
Jackson breeze, and ex-Congressman Eddy, now chief justice of the
Supreme Judicial Court, did likewise. Messrs. Burges and Pearce
,vere nominated for re-election to Congress by the anti-administration
Republicans, who now began to call themselves ('National Republic
ans' '. The J acksonians, who took the name of CCGeneral Republic
ans", put forward Judge Eddy and Job Durfee, while Elisha R.

IThe memorials were referred to 1\ committee of which Benjamin Hazard
was ohairman. The report of this committee, known 88 Hazard'a Report, was
atrongly ad'Verse to the petitioners~ urgin~ that the franobise ahould be pre
served to the freehold clB88 and denounCIng II democracy" as a thing to be
shunned. The argument, although speoious and illiberal, had ita effeot with the
"landbolding" 888embly.
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Potte- and John De Wolf, jr., also had some supporters.l The two
sittin.l congressmen were re-elected, however, by more than two thou
sand majority over all competitors.

CHAPTER XIX.

FROM: 1880 TO THE DORR WAR.

The National Republicans could no longer support Governor Fen
ner. He was renominated at their convention in January, 1830,
but their newspapers repudiated him, and put Dr. Asa Messer of
Providence at the head of their ticket, with Nathan M. Wheaton for
Lieutenant-Govemor. Fenner was re-eleeted, however, by over a
thousand majority. The General Republican senatorial ticket was
elected in most cases by small majorities. Elisha R. Potter was now
fully committed to the Jackson party, and he was placed in nomination
for speaker in May against 1'illinghast. The latter won, however, by
one vote, he receiving 34 and Potter 33. At the previous January
session the latter had offered resolutions indorsing Jackson's adminis
tration. They were rejected, the vote standing 8 to 50. Mr. Potter,
who was acknowledged by friends and foes alike to have been a man
of great influence, seems to have been fairly driven into the Jackson
camp. He was a constant target for many years for the shafts of the
Providence press, and he, on his part, responded by generally opposing
legislation favorable to Providence. Any measure lvhich the Provi
dence delegation desired, if advocated by any country member, sub
jected the latter to the charge from Potter and his followers of being
"the fifth member from Providence". At the June session in"1830,
Mr. Potter presented a resolution-which, however, w4s laid on the
table on his own motion-for the appointment of a committee to take
into consideration the expediency of more effectually guarding the
liberty of the press, and" protecting the citizens of the state against its
licentious abuse."

The town of Providence having, by majority vote in town meeting,

I The election contests of this year 1829 were productive of no 1888 than five
electioneering pamphlets in which pel'8Onal abUSA, as usual. played an impor
tant part. The" H.rald office", the Jacksonian stronghold. started the ball roll
ing in April with aome anonymoua H,n,t, to 1M F"·rmer. 0/ RAiNU [.land. Replies
and counter-ebargee followed in rapid sucoession, Tristam Burgee himself tak
ing a hand in the coDtroversy with an Addr•• eo u.. UlfldlwltltJrll and Fa,..".. 0/
X_IIIp"'~ O",ftt,. Th8!18 pamphlets reveal much that is interesting in relation to .
the poUtioa of the penod.




