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THE Hul)f~tuIlCC of tlliH }>uper "rUH preHeutec1

at the Jui.l,rillter nl('ctillg" of tho lln,eknH lliH

tOl-ical Boeiety, hehl in Boston, Dec. 8, lR7H.

It ,,·n~ pnhlhdle(l (lloston, 1880), lJ)r yote of

the Soeiety, nu(ler the genernl title-" Early
BuptiHt~ ])cfoIHlcHl, n, lteYic,,- of .I)r. lloJll'y
1\1. lJuxter'K l\.(~(·01t lit of tIle ,rjHit to ,rilJi:tlll
"9itter ill 'AH to ltog-er "YillinlllH.'" It IUtH

heen qnotc.l freqnolltJy ItH nu authority ill
l'efel'eut'e to the 11iHtorienl incident ,,-hi('h it

discuHRes. Dr. Dexter found It copy of it ill
tbe Lihl'nl'Y of the Dritic.;b l\IuAcnnl. For
Heyernl Jenl'K it IU\H heen ont of priut, and
the delluHul for it, 011 the part of the ill~rea8

iug' nnluher of r.;tndeutR of colonial biHtory,
(·on}.l lIot. Ile Jueto

'fhe hiHtory of the YiHit lUtH heell eHl'cfully

l°e-exllUline(l, and the paper has beeu eOllsid

eral Jly ]cllg·thollCc1 l)y the nclditioll of 1lE:'\V

1*
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lllutter, and luade to ill(~ll1t1C n, (~01l8itlertttioll

of tIle incident BH sYlnptonul.tic of tIle PU1-itall

Hpirit, u,ud Uti HIICtltlillg ligIlt Ul)OU thu l~u.nHe

of tIle ballisIlluent of Roger "TiIliunu; - u

questioIl ,vhich a fe,v "'liters und tipeakers

nrc Hot ,villiug" to allo,v to reuuliu Mottled.
The recent di8covery of iucoutrovertihle do(~

lllueutal"y e,'idellce ,viII coutirlll tIle llelief

thut Ilas 1)eou gOlJernIly held aM to tIlo re

ligio118 untUl'e of "rilliuJus' ofl'uuee, uud ollg'ht

to he nl)lo to rel110\"O nIl donhts frout all

lllhulti.

'ehiH papt'" \\'US rUHtl, ill itH olllal'g'otl !"O),lll,

before tIle lthodo Ishuul l{iHtol'i(~al Hoeicty

at it.~ llJootillg', l\IareIl Ii, IHH5, aLlHl 1)ofo1'0 tltu

Veteran (Jitizous Hit:;tol'icu,l ASHociation of

lll'o\"itlolleo, 1\ pril 11, IHH5.



()l~ '!'HltJ·1]·~ Jtll()DI~ IHLANDI~ltH' '!'() '!'l-Il~

l\IAHSACHUSE1"fS BAY IN IGG!.

'rilE IIIPIII()rHl~l<~ \·i~it of J)r••Johl1
(_~]:ll'k{), ( )b:ulinh ] Iolll)es R1Hl .lollll t ~l'un

dull, nH~lnl)erH of the ]JHI)tiMt ehtll't·ll ill
N e\rl ulI"t" to "iillinJIl "T i t.t,PJ', nile of t lH~

~arly RPttlers in the l\lus~:tehtlsett8 I~n)·,

took i)lnce 111 .J111)', 16~ 1. It iA In'()l)n~e(l

ill thiRpnl)er to revie\\" tlle history of

tllnt ,·iHit., thut ,,~e Jlla)T nscertain, if 1)08

silJle, the ol,ject of it, tlle alleged crill)

innl cOIl(lllet of ,vllic11 tllese troul )leRolliP

yisitorA ,,"ere guilt..r, antl t.he 8eYerit~· of

tIle IHlnisllnlent ,,,,hiell tlle~" received at
tlle IUlJH1A of tlle )tlritun JllagistrateA.
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'!'his ser\·ice llRS lJeell lllUlertnke11 solel)'
ill t1u~ intereHtH of 1.lHtoric tl'ut1l, nlld lint

ill tIle spirit of a !)SrtizRl1 or a COlltrO\·er

sialist. A differel1ce of 0l)illioll lla\~illg

1)eell 111unifeste<.1 of lute ill lligIl (111urters,

U11d vie,vs 1111t for"Tar(l in 0l)l)ositioll to

t1lose \\T1lich 111u1 l)eell nlli\~er8nll)r 11eltl,

it seeU18 <lesiral)]e tlutt tllere shonl(l lJe
It tllorongl1 u.11d Cal1di(1 l'e-exnnlillntion of

the facts ill tIle ease ,rllicIl are nccessil)le.

·\VlJl~1l ~1I('h lai~tol'iallt:J UH I)r.•J. (L I.)ul-
fre.r (".I Iistory of Ne,\" ]~nglunc I") :lIH1
])1'. II. :1\1. I>exter ("As to l:oger,\ril.

liulllS") ,,,"llo £0110\\'8 1)1'. l>nlfl'ey· closely

Hutl even olltstril)8 lliul in tIle l)ositi\re

ness of 11i~ convictions, call in (jllestioll

accel)tetl 0l>illiollS in 11latters of eolollinl
history, it is clue tI1ut those 0l)illiollS be

revie,ve(l ill tIle ligllt of fill the e,·i(lellCe,
old nu(l ue\r, that CUll 1)ep"tj::;elltl~(l.

1\ 11 iO'h rl~o'nrd fOle the luau y stt~rl inu'
t:) '=' • b



'ltUlli ti{i8 of our I)llrituu ancestors, ull(l

ndJllirntioll antl gratit'llde for the 110lJle

~~r,·i('e \\' hiell t.he.r reuderpd, H.lld t,lu" ill
est,ilnnl)lp l)PIlPfits of ,,"hie]l ,,,e are ell-

~joyillg, Inuke us (lesirous to jtHlge thenl

fn~rl'y ill nll thillgH, ulIJ even chnritulJI.,"
,,·here t11~)· ,rere uIH.1onlJte(lly ill errol".

"Te certninl.r ,,"ould llot lilisjlldge t11eir

Sllirit or their nets, alld if nIl.Y false judg
llients llnve eOllle <IO'Vl1 to us, transluitte(l
throtlglJ ignol·:tJl(~e or In·e.itldj(~e, it if' high
tiJne t11PY '''fire allnndollP(l. ()n f,lH~ otllPr

JUl.1ul, n. M:lel,('d I'(,~:lrd '-or (,II(~ (.I'''t.1. or I.i~

tor.,· should keel) lIS frOl1l Ull)'" lliSllositioll

to {'oncenl tIle errors of tbe J?uritulls or

to extelluute their sillS. (j-reat RIHI gOOl]

fiB their ,,"ere, tIley \vere llot perfect; nUll

he ,\·110 llll(lertnkes to jUAt.if.y all tlle net~

of 11is futllel'S, lUttllrnl 01' dellollliuatiollal,
,rill fincl hill1self llllrdelled ,vit}1 a gra,·e

l'eSll011Ri1)i1it)'".
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It ~h()ul<l l)e reluelUbere(l thut ,,~e nre

dealillg ,,,itl. events nearly t\\ro cent\lries

and n, llalf 01(1, ,vhen trntIls no"r ,,"ell

,levelol)e(l, filII gro,ru nUll ~ellerull.r ;l(~

("~pt,(~d, ,,,PI'P in tlu~i .. iUl"uIH\Y uud tU'

kuo,rledgetl l).y fe,,,,. '" e should l)e
careful lest ,ve unconsciollsly Carr)T l>nck

to tllat enrl.y l)eriocl of 0\11' 11istor)' tIle

stantlarf} ()f to-da)T, all(1 IneUSllre ev'ellts

\vIlich occurred tllen 1))' tlle ful IeI' ,ris
d<un ,\'hie11 \re no\v llossess. ,,'e 8110u1<1
l.e no less (~areful lest, forgetting tIle

gro\vth u,ll(l ad vallcelnent tlutt ]ulye lJeen

Illude, ,ve seel~ to l))'ing lUlst eYents illto

t·loser 11arnlony ,ritIl l>resent \'ie\rs Ull(l

,vislles tllan tIle facts ,\'"ill ,varrullt. 'l'lle

(lilt.)' of tlH~ laiHtoriau iH Hillll.)l.y t.o ,rl'it(~

Ilistory, llot to Illotlify it or Jlluke it ttl)·

.llear tlifferent frOIlI ,vllat it is. 'l'he trnth

nitty I)e jlulged clutritnl)l)'; IJllt tI1~ trnth

is llistory·, autl 110tllillg else is.
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I.Jet. tiS ~o1l8i(ler, first, ,,·Ilat ,vus tIle

olJject of tlle ,·"isit "ollie]. Clnrke, IIoIlue8'

Hll(l l~r:l1H1H11, llleUll)ers of tlle 1JulltiRt
ellUl'l'll in Ne"Ol)ort, lnalle to "rilliulll
·'Vittel', n farl11er resi(lill~ ill R,vnn1llR

cott, alJout. t,\'o 1l1ile~ froJIl IJ)'ull l))·ol)er.

lJuekus illtro(lnces tlle nCCOllllt of tl.is.

visit ,vitII tlle foIlo,,"iJlg statenleut (" Ilis
tory of the IlHl)tists," \"01. I., 178): "()I)

J nl)T 1H, 1fl51, ~IessJ·s. (;lnrke, IloluleA
UI1(l (~l'nllc1nl, 'l)(:.~illg the 1"(~p"(~Aellt.n.tiv~A

of tIle e]lurell ill Ne"Ol)ort, 1l1)Oll tlle l'e

(iuest of 'Villinlll 'Vitter of I.JyUll urriyecl
there, he l)eing n l)l'otller ill the cllurcll

'V]10, 1>y· reason of llis u(lvallcell nge,
t~Olll(l not 111ldertul{e so great fi jonrne)T

nR to ,oisit the chnrell.'" IJnckus give~

ns 11is ullthorit.y the Ne"-l,ort cllurell

llullerK, frUIll ,rhieh the stnteluellt is n

(Jl1otatioll. Arnol(1 sa.ys ill sinlilar Iall

~t1n~p (" IIiRf,ory of lthode "IM1:uHl," \~ oJ.
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£lIlly !llannecl to tllat end; tllat o,,,ing
to local (lisagl'eements in tIle llrovidence
!)]ulltatiollS, n11(l tIle Sl1111)osetl fenr uf

Clarke n1H1 1118 friends tllut uu ntttHllllt
\\'tlS U,l)Ollt to l)e nlu<le to \Illite oNe\vl)ort

Rlltl Portsmolltll to tIle eololliul cOllfetl

eraey, or llossil)]y to allllex tIlelll to tIle
~lus~acl)nHettB JJay, it \\'US (leterluinetl

to l>revent snell a \111iol1; an(l t11is nletllod

'VRB deliberately cIlosen to call fortIl all

eX1111)itiol1 of t1le llersecllting 8))irit of t1le
ullthorities of the IJay, that tIle In'eac]}

luight IJe \vitlelle(l nlHl tIle BUSllecteu ue
signs of tllose ,\,ho \vere thought to be

laboring for the uuuexntiou, Blight be

frnst.rntc(l.

It ,,,ill be llece~snr.y to ~ketch briefly
the sitnatioll. 'Villinln Cu(l(} il1gtOll, ,\'110
in 1H48 ,vas electe(l tlle see())ul l)resi(lent

of tIle l)rovi(lellee l)ln,lltntiulls (though nt

that tilHe certuiu c]ulrges '\Ter~ lU'ougllt
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against llhll, tlle nature of ,vhiell is 1111·

klIO""ll), had illueed lllallifeste(l a <.lesire
for a Hnlon ,ritl. t.)le (~olonies. 'l~lleJ'e is

llltlch nllollt Co(l<.lingtoll'S eon<.ltlct ,,-Ilich
is ,·eile<.l ill 111)rster)T. lIe ,,"as e\Ti(lellt]),

a ,vily, (leterlllined, RllI1Jitious Iuall. In a

letter of his to "Tilltllrol), lillder (late of

Allg. 5, 1644, a letter ,vllieh Dr. l>nlfre)7'

culls":t ettriolls letter," ,vritteu, it ,vill
lJe llotice(l, five 111011tllS after the signing
of the (~hnl"tel' ~i veil to 1t()g-(~I·'Vi 11 inluH
for the illCOr[Jorntion of the l>}'ovi(lellce

l)}ulltutions, lie snitl: "I desire to hnve

eit]ler SllCll nlliallce ,vitll )rOllrSel,~es or

!>1)7DI011th, one or bot]l, us llligllt l)e snfe

for us all, I lutving chief illterest on this

islnnd, it, l)eing lJOllgllt to lHe :\1ul HI)·

frieu(lR; fi.1Hl ho,y eon,·eniellt it llJiglat
be, if it ,vere llossesseu lJy all ellelll)l',

lyillg ill tIle heart of the !)lalltatious,
Rl1(1 cOllyeniellt for sllilll)ing, I caU1lot
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U1lt see; 1)11t I ,,,,alIt Lotl. counsel utIlI

strengtll to effect \v]lat I desire. I de
sire to henr frOlll you, RIIU tllnt Jr( HI

,"Tonld UlIfY ,vIlat I ""rite ill <Ieel) ail
ellce: for ,vllat I "vl'ite I llever iU1I)urtetl

to any, nor 'VOllld to you, had I tIle least
dOllbt of your faitllfulness that it s]louI(l

l)e Iltterecl to lny prejudice." 1']le illtent

of this letter is obvio1lS. It ,vas ,vrittell

al)out the tinle tlle kno,vle(lge of tIle

ellnrtel' to Itoge.- "TilliulllS ,vn.s re(~ei yell

ill tllis country, and one month. l)efore
tIle secon(l lneeting of tIle Conlll1issioll

ers of tlte fOllr Colollies. It reveals

(-'o(l(lillgtoll'~ charuct,el·, utHl 11i~ ~ulll)i

tiona IHII})ose. 'Ve CRlll10t (1 \veII 11!)
011 tlle (letuils of Co(lcliugtoll'tt cOluluct.
]~'ollr years lat{~r-ill 1648 - ill unotller

letter to Winthrop, lIe discIose(l Ilis

growing alienation fl'Oll1 tIle l)eoIlle of

Providence aild ·'Var,vick. III Sel)tenl-
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l)er of tllat J'ear Ile R!llllie<1, ill COllllee·
tiOll ,vitll AlexRu(ler l)artritlge, to tIle

COJllllli8sioners of tIle Colonies for fl,

llUioll of tIle Islnll(l ,vith theln. '1']le

application (leclareu that it ,vas elulorsed

lly "the mnjnr l)art of 0\11' is]:uul "-n
stntclueut ,,,hiell ,,·us l)royetl fulse IJ)p

SlllJse«lllellt e,rellts. TIlis Rl)lllicatioll
,,~as refuse«1. rl~]le COllllllissiollers ,vere

ll11,villiug to recoguize the islalld RR It

(listiuct eololly-tlle tl.iug \\,hie.h Coel·
(lillgtOll ev-itlelltl)r tlesiretl-alul ()ffered

tlleil' l)roteetioll Olll)' OIl COlltlitioll tllut

tlle islftlltl sllou](l l)lnce itself 111l(ler the
go,·erilluellt of l)lylllOlltll - tIle tllillg

,vIlicll Cod(lillgton evidelltly (li(l 110t

(lesire. 'I']lat 'YUlll<l ha,,"'e (lefeated Ilia
all11)iti~llS Plll1)ose. lIe <.leclilletl tIle

In'olJositioll; Rlltl llere tlle Inatter elHled.
}4"'ollr 11lOlltllS after,vUl'tl lIe saile(l for

Englantl, ,r)lere lie reluaiueu at lenst
2·
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t,,'o years and a ]10,1£. Ilis tlesigu III

going to ]~ngland lle succeeded in keelt.
ing a !}rOfOlllld secret. 'fhis is o,CkI10'\~·

ledged l)y all. rrIle exact tinle of Ilis

returll is llueertnl11. It 'vus l)}'ounl)l)·

very S0011 after tIle visit to \Vitter. It
c(Hll(l not llRye IJeell llefore. "Tllen,

ho,'tever, Ile di(l return, it \V8.8 foun(l

tIlat lIe liael sllcceeded, at tIle very elld

of llis visit, in ol>taining a "col11mlssioli "

f 110 111 t1.e (~()Ull (' i) 0 f Ht.uto to i IIHt i t.1I t,t ~ u.

se!)arate governloeut over tile islands of
ltllo(le Islnnd uucl (Jollunieut- thel'el,y

setting aside the !latent of tJle llrovi·

dence I~lulltations giveIl to Itoger Wile

Iiams, MarcIl 14, 1644. This conlmission

appoillted Co<ldington goverllor for life.

lIe 'Vu.s to lJe assiste(l ill tIle governnlellt

L)T COllncilors, "not exceeding tlle llUlll·

l)er of six," "rllO ,vere to be ellosell un·
lllUl.lly, l)ut 11111St l)e al)prove(l 1))' tIle



(
I

,
\
;
t

IN THE )IASSACHUSETTS BAY 19

governor. IInying accolllillishell his alll·

bitiollS 1l111l)ose, anu prucllrell a diV'isioll
of tIle Pro,ri<lellce Plalltations, antI the
nl)l,oilltnlellt of llilliself for life ns ,\~ell·

l1igll the Sllprellle rtller of Ne'Yllort ntHl
!>ortslliolltll, lIe arrived 11ol1le l,ossibl)' ill

A.ugnst, 1651.

'rhis net of Co(ldiligton is Sllll]lose<l to

furnish t.he prolutl,le occnsioH of the yiMit

of the tllree Ne,yport ,,~orthies to IVIr.
"Tittel', itl ,vhieh the)T fOUlle1 MnssJu·hu
Betts nlJont ns llot It IJlnee us a fler)T ftll'

lUtee hent.e(l to It Revell-fo!(l teu1l)eratnre.

Dr. !lnlfrey SR)TS: " If l\IassaclJ1Isetts

,yas illtolerallt of IJa]ltists, alld if tIle

executiOJl of (Julltlingtun's scheule \VOllld
lllace tlle I{,llolle Islalld I~al,tists nlOl'e or

leAR uuder ller eOlltrol, the lleee8sit.r of

self -(lefence lu.lulonislletl thelll tlutt, if
l)ossible, that sclleme s]loultl. be tlefeated.

(Jlal']{e had kU()"l'1l for se,ren )tearA tllut



.20 TlfUEE RHODE ItJLANI>EllM

lliM l)resence ,\Tou}(l not l)e nllo\re<l ill

Mu,ssaellllsetts. I)llring tIlut tinle It In,,,

hatt existed ,vIlieIl his presence 'VOll1(1

·nffront. r.'fhis "'US tl,e illtolernllt In,,r of

1644 l)nlli~lljng all llersolls \rllO shoultl

0I)pose iufnllt 1JRlltislll or (lell)T tlle right

of tlle nUl.gistrntea; to lllluisla tllc o~lt,\'nl·d

breacIles of tIle ,first tuLle.] A 11(1 illtleetl

,sevell years earlier yet, lIe lU1(1 gOlle tl'VR.y

llll(ler eirCllffistances ",llicI1 lna(}e it llext

to certaill tIlnt Juul Ile not dellurte(l 'Tol·

llnturily lIe "rOlll(} hnve l)een expelled.

"}i~ollrteen years lie ·,vas COl1tellt to

stay a,vay from Massacllllsetts: ill tIle

fifteelltll lIe \"U,S !lrOlul>tefl to go tIlithel'.

TIle considerate reader Ina)r see 'n Siglli

ficnnce in tIle tilue of this lllovelllellt.

']~he llreclse (lay of Co(ldingtoll'S nrrivnl

frol11 Englalld ,,'itll llis 'COlll111issioll' is

11~)t ](110,rl1; lHlt it seelllS to lUt,·e l)eell

'\Vhell hi8 nrl'ival \rus eXl)ectetl frOJH
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,,"eek to ,,·eek, or even frOlU llay· to

da)?, tllat Clarke ulldertook Ilis jOllrney.

Clarke ''"US a lllan of infltlellce anti

filltlloritJ·. IIiR llersollal ellaracter, his
sacred office, and his lle,,"ly aC<]llirell

l)()sitioll of Assistullt in tIle ~()VerUlllellt,

]l]n,ce<l lliul lll'Olllillel1tly before tIle l)eo

!)le. I-Ie ".a.~ a man of discerlllllellt and.

resollltiol1, alill felt 110 relllctuuee to ex

pose lli1l1SeIf to llersonal illcollvellience

for tlle fllrtllerunce of ,,"llat lIe accOtlllted.

n goo<l IHll)li(~ ol)ject.. A 11<1 he judged
,,·ell tlutt, nt til is 1l10lllellt, SOllle striki Ilg
l)rncticnl evi<.lellce of the llostility of

l\'1assachusetts to 1Jalltists ,,·ould IJe effi

cacious to excite his 1~,}Jolle Islalul frieutls

to 0I)l)ose tlle Rscelldency· of Cod(lillgton.

"Clarke took ,,·itll Ilinl t""o eOIllpall

ions, Olle of \,"110111, lle COllId prolllise

binlself, ,voul(l, at tlle llioluellt, IJe aI
1110St as llll,,·eleolne It visitor ns hinlRelf.
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J'O}1D CI'andall '\'88 80 far a llerson of

consideration that ,\'e find ]liln to llRve
,sometirnes sel've(l in the General (~onrt

of the Colon)" as COlll1l1issioner (or Del)
\It)T) for Ne,vllort. lJnt ()lttuliuh IIulll1e~

,vas a lllall of lllore illll)ortunce. lIe ,vas

Ininistel' of the congregatioll ,\"llic·ll ha(l
oceasione(l tIle allplication £1'0111 ~{a8sa

·chilsetts to PlymO\lth; alld l1e hn(l been
recelltly preseute(} l)y tile (iruutl Jllr)r

of tlUl.t ()olon'y fOl' n (liHordcrl,r lIlt~t~tillg

,vith otllers OIl tlle Lor(l's tlay. 'rIle

tLree !u'ocee(le(l togeth~r to I",yl111, tell

·nliles 011 tIle fllrtller sille of lJoston."

])1', l)ulfl'e)" eoutinues the unrl'utive

with tIle use of silell ,rords an(l })]lrases

n~ "l>erllu!)s," "it Inu}" eUMiI)' l)e be

lieved," "as is. proball]e," sllo"ring tllat
\vhile he regards his theory 8S }l)'ol)u,l)le

lIe does llot l)resent it ns n, fUl't l'n,}ltl,l))e

-of l)roo£. It is u, conject\lre of his 0'\'11,
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for 'Vllit'll he offers 110 autllority beyOII(l
,,"hnt he thillks lIe fill(ls in tlle conjllnc

t.iOl1 of e\"f'll tR.
\Ve IH1.t1Me to l)oint out t.,ro or three

errors in 1)1'. l>nlfrey's llnrrati vee lIe
says tlul,t Ulnrke left l\lussaellllsetts.

"tl1ulpl' eir(~tllllHtnn('cs ,rhieh 111:ule it
next to certaill tllat, ]la(l lIe not lle-·

11artecl Volliutarily, lle ",vonld llave beell

eXllelle(l." 'l'his language casts nIl IU)

,,·arrnnte(1 rppl'onch 111)( H) (Jlul']<e :UH1 his

t'Olld net, ,,·lIen first ill l\Iassacllusetts.

lIe hitllself BUyS: "In the )'ear '37 1 left
111)" llnti '·e lnn(l, RIICl ill tIle nilltll nl0ntll
of the BUllle, I, tllrough lllercy, arrive(l ill

lJoston. 1 ""US 110 SOOller on sllure bllt
tllere Hllilenl'e(l to 11le {lifferellces RIIIOllg

tlleUI t()llChill~ tlle C~ovennllts (~c." lIe
~oe~ 011 to RH)" that "seeing the)r ,,"ere

not aIlle so to bear each ,vitll otller in
tlleir different tinelerstulH1 ill~R ltl1(l COJl-
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sciellces, 88 in tllose lltnlost }lsrts of the
Worl(l to live I)eueenl)ly together," lle

llimself IJl'opose<.l "for as lllliell as the
lan(l \\"fiS 1Je£ore us all<1 ,vide ellollgIl,"

to seek out SOUle ot]1er l)ln{~e. '7ery

likely 1u\(1 t11is l)ence .lo\"illg citizell re

Inailled in tIle llay 11e ,voul(l have oee11
l)fiIlishetl, e\Ten as l{oger \"'illiun18 &11(1

a dozen others ,vere; but no reproacll

ShOllld be cast 1111011 the recorfl of "the
11lotlest nUll v-irtuollH Clarke," Uli IJall

croft calls llinl, "\"llose ",vllole life ,vas
u. le.outiulleu exercise of IJenevulence,"

Rl1(1 'VllO "left a nanle ,vitho\lt a Sl)ot.')

IInvillg" left tl1e ]~u'y ill orller to avoitl

strife, it BeenlS 11tterly inconsistent tllRt
lie sllon1(1 .oeturll to tl1e l~ny ill ol'(lel' t()

stir 111) ~trife.

}Ioreover, Dr. Palfrey lIas fullen iIlto

UII error "Tlieu, in holding 11l) Dr. Ulnrke's

COIISI)ic11011S character as ,vell calclllnted



IN THE ~[ARRACHURETTR nAY 25

t.o enli fortil t,lle religious hostilities of

tIle Rllthorities of tbe IJay·, lie sl)eaks of
"hiR He,,·l)' H('(.luire(l 11oRitioll of Assis

tuut ill tlle go\~erlllneJlt," for uecor<.liHg

to tIle official table giveIl 1))' IliJllself

(i. e. l>nlfre.y) ] )1'. Clnrke lu\(l l)een nil

i\ R~iHt:tllt fOI' the t,vo lu'ev iotls yenl'H,

lnlt in 1651 «1 i(l not hol(l tlte ot1i(~e; so

t.llut ,rhnt little foree this l)oillt seelllS·

to have, falls to tIle grolllHl utterly.

"re lin,,, tnI'll to ] )1'. I )ext.(~r'H necount

of tllis Inatter. lIe sllo\vS hinlself to lle

t.he Illure tIUlll ,villing iliscipIe of 1)1'.

l>ulfre)r. lIe s,vallo,,·s llinl l)otlily, COIl

jectul'es, errors an<! nIl, altllougll the

Ilnlfre)T is har(lly lesR tllan a rno<lerate

size(l eUJnel. III llis <.lexterotlS treatll1ellt

SlIll.llOAi tiollA l)(lCnnle eRtnl )lishe«l fn.ets,

nn(l cOlljeetures uecOllte nccredite(l Ilis

tor)'. IIaving allu(led to tlle relllon

strallce ,vIlicll tIle Gelleral Court of



26 THREE RHODE ISLANDERS

~{a88acllllsett8 sent to tlle Gellerul CO\lrt

of l)l.ymol1tll in regar(} to its Jlliltl treat

ment of HoIJlles, Ile proceetls:

"Some lllontlis llefore tIlis, 'VilIinlll

COlltlingtoll, sick of tIle llllsett]ell state

of civiI affairs, 'vhich provetl to be the

result of the llDorganizeel individualisll1

\vllicll \Vn8 tllen tIle key -Ilote of tIle

1111o<le 18]1\.11<1 PInntllt.iollS . . . . llad

gOlle to EngIanfl to see if sOluething

C01Iltl llot IJe tlone in tlle "ray of renledy.
lIe t]len ol)tnine(l leave f.-onl the ()ollncil

of ~tate to illstitllte. a 8e!)Urute govern

nlent for tIle islands of It]lode Islalld

nnd Conanicllt, lie to l)e (tOverll0r, \vitll

n COllnciI of llot lllore thall six Assis

tUlltS. III tIle Ulltlll1l11 of 1650 it ,vas
1111tlerstood_ tlult lie 'vus OIl his ,vay
Ilome \vitll tIlis ne,Y instrllllleIlt; RIlel

it ,''us fl1rtIler lln(lerstood tllat it ,vas
1\'11'. COtlt1il1gton's (lesire ant} illtentioll
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to Intiug' nlJout un(ler it, if 1)O~silJ1e, tIle

il1tro<1nctioll of ItIlo{le 181al1(1 illtO t]le

Confederaey then existing of t]le otIler

Colonies, if not nl)sollltel)T to !lrOCnre

its anllexntion to l\Iassaehllsetts. . . .

'VIle]1 tIle crisis allintoucliecl, Ulnrke

seel11S to lutve felt that n little l)erse

clltiol1 of tIle Anabar,tists - if Sllc.ll a
t]ling eOlll<1 lJe lllanage<l-l)y l\inssa

ellusetts, llligllt serll'e all illlllortRll t 1)\11'

l)ose in lute,itHlieing tlle l:,l1()(le IHlul1(l

1llilUl ngaillst Co<l<1illgtoll'S scllellle. An

oecuAioll :ll)l)enrs :u'eor(lillgly to ]U1VP

Ilfen llulc1e, l»)T ,,·llie]l the re<l flng- of

the l\..IUI b:ll)ti~tieul fnnnticislll l~olllll l)e

flonte(l full ill tIle fnce of tIle .Ilny· bull."

All(l so ])1'. l)exter eOlltilllles: "1(110,,·1
edge of 1\lr. ",'''itt.er's cn~e renrIling- 1\[1'.

()Inrke, It l)ilgrillluge "TUS <leterluine(l

111)011 for tIle !lttrllose of pul,lic SJ1'1111la
tl1)~ ,,·jth tlliA ltPl"AOll, if Bot, lliR (1)Pll
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relUI,[ltisl11 RIIC} recel)tioll illto tIle Ne,,"
I)oli fello\vs}lil). H1ICII an eXl>ef}itiol1

llad ill itself a proDlising look. It
WOlllcl lead tllrollgll Iiostou, )~et Ilot

fnr (~))Oll~ll l)eyoll(l it to ilUl)(~..il t\H~ ·
desiretl Ill1Llicit)r. . . . . 'l'he scIlelue

sllccee<led l)erfectly," etc.
1)1". ])exter represents tIle kno"rle<lge

of Mr. 'Vitter's case as reaclling '])1'.

Clarke j nst at tllis cI'isis, ns i.f it "rns
U ]ulllIlY jUIH·tUI·C of eVCllt~. l~lIt he
111118t hnve l,ecil aequnilltetl ,vitll it for

yeur~, for it luu.L lJee-ll eight yeHr~ since

l\{r. 'Vitter's first arraigul11ent for lu)l(l

iug 1Jul)ti8t vie\vs, ~tlHl five years si))(~e

llis secoll<) arraignlllent. J)r. (~lfirke

cOllld 110t have relllaille(l lllliuforllle(}

abont it all tlais tillie, illUHlrlllCll Ht;

"'itter "TUB n lllenllJer of the chnrcll
of "rhit']l lie ""(18 l)llstOl'. 1)... 1lexter

uttellll)ts to co\"er u1> the rea) CIUll'Hct~r
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"of 1\1"1'. (~o(l(li))gton'R (lesign by keel)jng

Q1It of sigllt t,v'o })oints, viz., tlutt lIe

se(·ured in hiR l~Ol"lIlis~ioll ror hiIHs(~1r
n l~j'e '1J>J.Jointnu;nt u.s (~O\·erllor, lu)(l,
secol1(II)T, tllat t]le election of Jlis (joHn-

·cilors ,vas not vali<.l unle88 CO}~fil'1ne(l I)!I

lti1Jl~(~lj:

. Bllt. the prillclI1RI criticisln 111)011 tllis

fltlotntion fr()lll J)r. Dexter is to l)e lURtle

llPOll tIle v"ery relllurkable statelllellt thnt
"In tl'e nlltulnn of 1G50 it, "'US lIueler

stoo(l tbnt he «(~o(lllingtoll) ,vns 011 Ilis

'YR)" llollle "Titll this ne",," instrllJllent;

Rn(l it \\·n~ fllrtller 1l11<.lerstooll tllnt it
,,·n8 }\[1'. (~oll(liJlgton's tlesil'e au(1 inten

tion to lUling nl)()ut llntler it, if I)OssiJ)]e,

tIle intro(luctioll of !{.}lu(le Islullll illto

the (~())lf{'(ler:u·)r t.hen exi~tillg of the

other (~olo)lies, if llot nJ)solutel)T to 1)1'0

Cllre its Rlluexatioll to lIassRcllllsetts."
It ,yjl] l)e llnt.i(led t1Jnt. i" th if'" t.lJeo.'y

3*
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the (}11estion of tinle is n, very iJn!)ortunt

()ne. (~(Hl(lington's RIII)I.)used desig-Il nll(l

its sllccessflll accoffil>litdllllel1t Jlll1st lUl\Oe

Leel1 llnc.lerstoo<l sufficientl)r eurly l)ef()r~

tlle \Tisit to ~[r. "'ittel' to ullo,," 1lr.

Clnrke nlle1 lli~ ·COllllulUiollS to llultnr~

tll~ir l)lulls us to the l)est ('ourse to l)e

IHlrsuc.~(l. ] )1'. 1)extel', in his ullxiety to
b»ive tinle euol1gh, SU)'S it ,rus 11)HI~)'

stoo(l tllat Code1illgtoll ,,"us Oil Ilh~ ,ra.y

h()11 It~ \ \' i tJ I 11 i~ ( '0111111 i:it;i0 II "i II t1H~

RUtlllllll of 1650." No,,', it so hnl)pell~

tllat this 'VU,8 at leust six l110IltllS IJefore

the Commissio11 ,vas givell. Codding

ton, ,v]lose l)url>ose in vi:-Jiting l~ng]un(l,

it ,,,ill lle renlelnLere(), lie lind keI)t n

l)rofol11u1 secret, lllust lluve rellclleu there
80011 after the executioll of U]lurleM I.
anll tIle <1o'Yllfall of tlle ]~ritish 1l10J)

al·(·h)r. '1'IH' ('olll)(~il of Htnte lIlHlcl' tllt.~

COllII1IOn\vealth lleld its first llleetillg,
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l~"elJ. 17, ] ().J.fl, in the thirll ,,-eek nfter
the lJehe:Hling of tlle king. Hue]) ,\yere

the ngitnt.ions ill J~ngl:tll<1, fill(l stich the

l)reHsurl~ of IUHne lnlsbless, tllut t,vo full

):rears elnl)se(l l,efore allY attention ,vas

given to tlle Colonies, or, in otller ,vorlls,

1)efore (~o<1( lillgton could 01 )t.uin n lleur

illg'. i\ t n lBeet-jug' of the (~ollJlci], ]fel).

1X, 1HoI, :t ('OIHlllittt~e ".n.~ Ul)l)oillte(l "to
cOllsiller of tIle business of IJlalltatiollA,"

Iliul Ri x '\'e(~ kR 1nt(~I', Alu"j1 :J, °1 ()!) 1, hy' a

\'ute of the U01IIICil, Uod<.lillgton Iteceivel}

It is COllunission.

As hus lJeell nlreau.r reluarked, the
tinle of Co(l(lin~ton's return to tllis conn

tr)r is n, nlntter of ullcertaint)r. It "I'RS

In'obabl)T 80011 after tIle visit to "Titter,

nlHl is generally' Illlt llo,vn as ill A llgllst,

1601. :lIe \\"olll(1 have l)eell li](el)r to

returll as (Jllickl)T as !)ossible after ac

COllllllisllillg tlle ol)ject of Ilis visit, antI
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lllay lutve 1)rOllg1lt the lle'V8 of his (~onl

.1uission witll IliuI: so tllut it coul(l 110t
have been understoo(l U ill tIle a11t\111111
of 1650" tI1at Coddington ,vas on llis

,Ya)~ Iloll1e ,vit]1 Ilis COllllllissioll; 1\11(1

no more could it llave been 1lnderstoo<1

tllat "it ,vas Ilis desire all<l inte11tioll"

to bring al)out lInder it tIle introdllctioll

of !{]lode Islancl into the COllfe<leracy of

the Colonies or its annexation to l\lnssa

clillsetts. Retting aHi<le the (.JlleHtiou of
tilDe, ,vllicll Inakes strongly ngaiIlst tIle

ne,v tlleory, CoddingtoIl'S "desire an(1

illte11tioll" n111st be (letern1ined t))r llis

.l)l·evions eouduct in (leelilliug tIle nn
uexatioll, nn(l by tlle natllre of the
COllllllissio11 'vllicll lie usked for ulld
IH·()ellre(l.

In general, tIlel1, it 111ay lJe said

ngai11st tIle tlleOr)T that tlle visit to

Mr. 'Vitter lla<.l a llolitical lH1rllose:-
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I. 'l'here is not a S(~illtills of l)roof

of it, antI 110 allthorit~r for it \Vllatever.

It h~ n RIlPeltnen of 11)·llothct.i(·n.1 hiAtor.y,

,vitI. nIl t,]H~ kno,vll faets Rqll:tl'ely ngninst

it. ])r. T)exter cites Dr. Pulfrey, aIH]

.1)1'. l)nlfrey cites Ilobotl)r.

II. ]f (.~o(l(lillgtoll'R design ,vn,.~ suell

as tllis theOf)T SlIllposes, anu the (lefeat

of ,vllicll is BU!ll)ose(1 to be the ol)ject

{)f tlle visit to ~lr. 'Vitter, it conl(l llot

huve lH~eJ1 lllHlerKtood l)yl),o. (~lnrke

anel llis COIT11)l\nions l)efore tlleir v·isit

,rUM l)lalllletl :UHl llUl,tle.

III. If 1\11'. (~o(ltlingtoll'S (lesigIl 'YRS

suell ns tllis tlleory· SllPIJoses, there "Tas
.tlO lleceRsity "Tlutte\~er for t]liR visit ns

:t lliethotl of <lefeutillg it. 'l'lle 11ostilitJ"

(}f the :\.11thorit.it-'8 of tIle lln)T to IluI)tist

IJrincil)les, their int.olerance UIHl l)erse·

Clltillg s}lirit, ,,·ere too ,,·ell kll0"·11 n,l·
read.y to require ttl')~ ne",v exhilJitioll.
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Tlle severe Ia,v of 1644, contlenluillg to

l)uuisllment all persons ,vllo "shall eitller

0l)euly cuudelllll 01' 0l)I'OMe tlu:, 1JUl)tizing

·of infnnt8, or go al)ont secretl)r to se(lnce

otllers frOlll tlle n!)!ll'olultion or nse tllere

of, or allall 11111110sely de!)Rrt tlle cOllgre

.gntioll at tIle ad)ll illistration of tIle or

(linu.nee, 01' sluLll (leu)r the or«linance of

lllagistrucy, or their la'\Tful rigllt 01' au

thority to llUtke ,,"aI', or to Inl11i~h tlle

·ollt\v~\J'(11H'en(·llt~8of tlH~ nt'ijt tul)]e," luul
l)eell IHlt on the statllte }}ook, uuc1 ]\:el)t

tllere ill 81)ite of tIle " l)etitioll nncI Ile·

1110llstrnn<.~e" of n fe,\T lu'olnineut citizens,

'J'holluu~ I)aintel', of I Iillgluun, luu I IJecll

crllel]y ,vhiplled for refllsing to lla,re llis

(~hilcll)al)tize(l. COlnl)]nillt~ against stich

proeeeclingH Iuul ])etHl sent over fronl

]~nglal1d, uncI ~Ir. ·"'illslo,r luul lJeen

{~OlnlHiHHione(l to go to l~llgl;l1Hl ~l1Hl UB

s\ver tIlelll. l\Ir. "ritter Iliulself hud
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heell t\vice arrnigne(l before tIle COllrt..

1\11'. IIolllles anll t,vo otllers llad beell

))rOllght to trial at !)IYlnolltIl, and ,vIlell

tlley !In<l I)eell treate<l lellielltly nlill

lJollll(l over, a renlonstrance fronl the
Court nt lioston lllul lJeen sellt "urging·

tIle 1)I.Yl11onth rulers to sUl)l)ress thelll

s11ee(liIy." And all this in nd(litioJI to

tIle trentlllellt ,vhicll ltoger 'VillinlllR

RIICl nlRny otllers Ilful received. Rnrely

tllere "TUS no (]Otlut us to tlle 81)i I'it Ull<1

telllllel' of tIle ]\ln~8nellnRet,tA "I Ju)r, 11.11(1

no oecnsioll for nn~r lle\\r tlelllOllstratioll.

1\1Ol'eover, ~[r. Co(l(liugtOll h:ul fe,v

frien(ls alld Sylll!latbizers ill l~,}lode Is-·
lalll1 ill any sclleme he 111igllt llrollose..

It ,vonltl have beell votetl (lo,vn l)y an

over":,,he]1l1ing lnnjorit)\ IliA st.:ltelllf'1l t,
,,·Ilen seeking nIl nlliullce ,vitI) tIle Col·

ollies in Septel111Jer, 1648, that a Il1ajor

l)f\rt of t]le I~lan(l (lesire(l it, is Hot.
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811stainetl lly facts ,vllicll nre kIlO'''')}..
'VJlen the character of llis COllllllissioll

was discovered, a re(Juest ,,,,as ])l'esellte<1

to 1)r. (~lnrli:e, signe(l ]))1 SiXt.)F. five of

tIle inhul)itullts of Ne'''llol't 81)(.1 forty.

one of the inllallitallts of I)ortsillollth,

'V]lO, it is said, cODstitute<.lllearl)"' all tl1e·
free inllubi tants, tllat Ile ,volll(l go to.
]~nglu.n(l to seCllre tIle resciu(lillg of ~[r..

Co<ldington's COlllmission. 1)1'. Clarke

yiel(le<.l to tllis re(111est, un(i, ill eOllI1ec··
tiOll ,,,itIl I{oger "rilliallu~, '''']10 "Tas sent

})y l>rovi(lence nntl 'Var,vick, 1l1R(le suell
representations before the C01IIICil of'
Htnte tl1ut on October 2, 165H, it voted

"to vacate l\{r. Co(l<1ington's C01l1111issioll

uu(l COllih'1l1 tllcir fOl'U1CI' chnl't.(.~r."

I'T. 'l'he facts ill the case (10 )lot

warrant tIle belief that l\{l'. Co(lding

ton's "(lesire untl intention" in in'ocllr..
ing Ilis COlllmissioll ,vas to llring l{llo<le
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[s1nn(! into nl]inllce ,,·ith tlle fOllr Col
onies, fi))(l, Hlueh ]eHs, llnder tIle illflueJlCe

Ul1(! (lOl1trol of l\Iassaehllsetts. lIe lInd,
iIHlee(1, tliree y"enrs before, for renSOllS

not fully eXlllail1etl, AOltgIlt a llivisioll
of tIle I)roviuellce 1)1ulltntiollS 1111(1 n

frieu<lly" lengue ,vitIl the CJonfe(leracy".

It is l)Ossillle that he lllay have looket1
tll)Oll tlle lengue UA the 0111)' Illetllo(l, ut
that tillIe, of accolll11lishing tIle (livisioll
011 ,,"hiC]l Ile Reelne(l Lent. "'Vhell ,
ho\y"ever, Rnnexation to Plynl0l1tll ,vas

I't~l'o)JIJlI(Hl(lo(l, lte i»ositi vely tlecli"e(l

nllY 81leh COll( lition of !)rotectioll. Ilis
journey" to ]~nglall(l ,vas sliccessflll. lIe
fnll)r nccollIIJlislled llis object. 'l'Ile re

snIt discloAe<l tIle flill extellt of Ilis
tlesigll, so fnr as ,ve kllo"r. Illlo<le Is
luu(l \vns sep:tratell frOll1 !)rovillellce Rlltl

'Var,vick. It lJecame an il1uellendellt
cololl)", and lie 'VfU~ to be its Governor

4
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ror life, ,vitll tlle l)o,verH U.lll1ost of (lic

tntc)1'.

\'. 'J'lu~re ,va8 little groulul to fenr

tlUlt ~rassnchllsetts nntl .l l I)11Ilontll "'lHIltl

('OHSl~llt to n longue ,,,itla Ithodt' 1"t41Ulul,
OIl account of tlleir llilrelelltillg llostility

to tlle l)rincil)les antI l)rnctices of its in

hul}itallts. 'fIle apI)lication for SllCll a
lenglle I1a(1 Ileell refuse<.l agnin alll] ngain.

"Ill trllth," it luts Leell sai(l, "these

Ilho<le Tij]filul !leol)le gre,,', froBl tIle

lleginning, lllore an<.l 1110re intolerable to
the IJO~tOll lJretllrell. It ,vn8 lJUU ellollgll

that tIley SllOlll(l obstillstely lllsintain

the rigllts of iJl(lel)elldent thougllt all<.l

lueivate conscience; it lvas \lnrulrctonable

t.hat they t;hOllld n~tilllnC to l,c Hone tlle

less ~illcere Cllristiaus and goo<l citizens,
nlHl Sl10111<.1 succee(l in estalJlishing a
gove111111ent of tlleir O\Vll 011 l)rincil)les

\\,hicll tIle ~Iassachusetts Gelleral (~ollrt
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{lecIure<1 ,yere el·inliunl. .I~vell ill It COllI

IUOIl l)eril the l\Iassucllllsetts 11lngistrntes

coul(l recognize 110 tie of 01(1 frien(lsllilt,

-Jlar<.lly ill(lee<.l of IIlIII1Rll sYll1I)athy',

t]lat Rhonl(l l>in(l thell1 to SUcll BIen."

VI. CUlises (Illite Buffieiellt nre tlh,,
coverable to nCCOllnt for tIle 0l)IJosition

to l\Ir. Co{l(lillgtOll. 'rllere ,vere relig

iOllS <.lifferellces lJet,veen llinl :tlltl tlle

otller leaders, ,,,,llicll "gre,v to sllch ]leat

of contention t]lut tlley mn(le n schi~ll1

fllnong tltPJll." 1\1oreo\"fn', nffnll"R in ]~Ilg'

IUluI, ,,·llie)l ,,,,ere 110'V u,ltln'onching n

crisis, 1uul ltl1(loul)tedly 110 little inflll

ellce on tIle stnte of tllings in tIle !>]nn

tntiolls. Co(l(lillgtoll ,,,,as a ro)"nlist,

,vllile Clnrke, Nicllolas Eastoll an(l otllel'

len{lers ,vere reIlllblicRl1S, RIlCl tIle reInll).

lienll }Jarty' ,,-as tIle (lOlUillRllt one. Allll

still further, tllere ,,-as a ver)T gellera]
tleterluinntion to resist the diviAioll of
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the Provillellce I>lalltatiolls, 8u(1 to stautl
l)y tlle o1"iginul ellnrter. (~oclclingtOll'H

alnl>itio118 schelne was enougll, in itself,

to arOllse tIle lllost bittel' antI (Ieterlnined

°l)l)osition.
VII. If Dr. Clarke antI lli~ COJllllun

ions ha(l Illanned their visit for a 110lititenI
!lllfl)ose, viz., to tIru,v fortll the intolernnt

sl)irit of the lIutgistrates of the I~ny, nIH)

Iuul l)een ~o ullxious to Ml1teCectl in it, n~

they nrc rClu'ct;elltet1 to IHL\'l~ been, it i~

llerfectly IUlltlzing that tlley <l itl not go
(I irectl)T to I~ostoll or even to Salclll, in

Olle of wIlich places tlley ,vollltllle ll1uch

Inore likely to nntl tIle "]~ny lJul1 " kel)t

t]UUl in ~ucll LL cluiet, olJscnre, out-of-the

'\'tl):'" l)lace itS H,vamI)scott, ,vhicll 'vus t,\'O
Hliles even frOBl .I ...yuu. 'J'hu,t this l)lnce

SbOllltl ]luve l)eell tIle terJuiulIs of t]leir

jOllrneJ' is strnngel)' inconsistent ,rit].

filly sue]l lllotive u.s is nscri IJe(1 to tIlenl.
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'l'Ileir StlI)1)osed shre",,·dness seelllS to
Iluve fnilell tIlelll ill tIle DIOSt vital lloint

of their 1)]nn. Jlavil1g (leterlllille(l to
seek llerseClltioll, tlley took tIle SllreRt

Dletllod to escape it.
,rIll. 'Ve are tol(] distinctly})); ,,·hnt.

ollg11t to be goocl slltl sllfficiellt slltIlor

it)T tllat tIle ol)ject of the visit 'VltS to
lllilliRter Cllristiull S)'llll)ut"lly to all aged

IJ)'otIler in .tIle c]111rcll. 'fhe visit "raH

l11Rlle to H\VU1III)scott Lecallse tIle lJrother

,\·IIOlll tlley CRllle to cOlufort, livetl ill
H'VUI1l11scott. 'l'llis stateIuellt rests 111)011

t]le untllority· of t]le Ne"'1lort Cllllrch

l)ullers, 011 ,,·hicII Dr. I)exter attelnllts to

thro,v lliscretlit, in order to bl'eak dO'Yll

tIleir testiuIOIl)r. lIe says: "Backus, in
(leetl, llrofesse8 to fl110te <'Tn!. I., 215)

frolll tIle Ne,vl)ort Ull1lrcllllaIJers," ,,-Ilicll

looks ver), like a charge against I{ackllH
()f \viJflll deeel)tioll. A.l1(l tllCH hc :u!<lfi:

4*
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" fin tone cn,nl1ot lle]11 tllillking t]lnt tlHlMe

, L)ullers' 11111St lu\ve l)een ,,,ritten long

nfter tIle (late of tIle occurrence . . . .

and tllat their Rlltllor cOllfuse(1 tlle ordel·

of events." 'flult tllose ))Ul)tHI S nre nl·
together trllst,vortlly ,viII l>e ackllo,,,l·

edged wIlen it is relnellll)ere(l tlutt tIle)·

,vere "gutllereJ by tIle luti Il~tnkillg ,lulul

Comer ill 172(i," ant} ",vere (leri ve(l frolH

~amnel IIubllar(l an(l l~(l,\'ar(l Hlnitla,
botll Inel111Jers of tlle Ne'Vllort (~hllrcll,

lUl(l conternI)ornry \vitll the events IULlI.

rnte(l." At allY Ilate this teMtinlony lUU,)'

be acce!)ted as valicl llIlti] SOllle evi(lence

to the eOlltrary iii IHICHlHlt,etl Bun'e ~ul)·

Htantial thall the unreaAolutl )10 HIHl 1"10·

l)o~terou~ cOlljecturet:l of J)r. Ilnlfre)' UIU]

])1'. I)exter.

IX. ~"'inaIIJT, tIle l1urllose of tIle visit
to l\{r. 'Vitter, ns tlHu~ (leelnre(l nntl \lui·
fOl'lUly accel1tell to be tlle true one, 1~
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entirel.,· sufficient to aCCOllnt for it, alul

hnrlnoJlizes "pith all tIle circlllnstances.
Ilere ,,·n8 nn 01(1 Innlt fnr renlo,~e(l

fronl his l))'et.lll'ell in tIle chtll'ch, tl,IHl

need ing t ~hristiall S)TI1l11atllJ" all(! slJiri t·
Hal cOllRolntion, l)ut by reaSOll of age

n Ilf1 i 11 ti I'll Iit), till n1)] e to J) Ittke tIIe 1011g
journe.v to -Ne,vIlort. 1)1'. I)extel' is

cl i81)08(-1(1 to sneer at "Titter's age niH]

innlJility' to IHake tlle jOllrlle.y. I~nt

"ritter ""HM ,,,i tIl i 11 throe YP:J,I~ of th re(~

~l'Ol"e nlul ten. IIe is Al)oken of as l)eiug

<lisnl)]tJ«l l)~r illfirnlitJ" SllCll as "tl,(lvance(l

nge" often lJl'illgs ,vitil it, una 11101'eOVer

:u~ l)eing l)liJul. rJ~he .jonrney fronl li.rJlJl

to I\e,rl)ol't, for snell a lunn, in tllose

(lnJ's, ""US 110 s] igIlt llIulertaking. It ,,·as

'"('1')' Ruit.n.l)]e t.1UIt. tlu1 elltll"elt Ahotll(ll't~

l11elll))ln'ltilll in ]lis ]olle]illess ftlul feel)]e

lless, - surroulldecl b)T tllose ,vIlo ,,"ere

hORtiIe to his faitll, a]ul l)l'olJalJIJ' soon
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to die. It is fJllite }10ssil)]e tllut 1)1'.

Clnrke anu 111s conll)anion~ Ina)' hal'e
thOllght tllat ill ,risiting so reulote a

11lace as H,,~anll)8cott tlley ""0\11rl escllile

ull Ob8eI'rut.ion. IIo,,,c\"tn' tlult llU1J'

Ilave been, tlley llussed (l\lietl)' tlll'Ollgll

lJoston, 811(1 hayiIIg tinletl tlleir jOllrne)"

so as to reaell 'Vitter's llouse on HatuI'
day evening, there tlley lo(ige(l. It ,vas
II, brave, loviJlg, Cllristian (lee(l, in ,,,,llieh
(~Ull l)e traced llO ~hre\\·tl l}oliey otlle.·

thnrl the IU'01111}ting of 11 (~Jari:itlike

~ynll)atllY, ~l1H1 no (lefiallt IHl11)ose utIleI'

tllan a cOllrageo11s "Tlllingness to entl lire
l}erilous eXl)()sure ill or(ler to lllillh3ter

to one of (Jhrist's in1llrisOlletl Ul1l1 nee(ly'

(li~cil)les.

1)1'. Clnrl~e 11ulJlislaed ill l~nglnll(l It

trlltllflll neC0t111t of this yi~it aud tIle

treatuleut. \\"hiel. the "isitors I·eeei'·t~tl

to 11luke kno"·)l, as lie said, '~Ilo,," thut

_____-....:...;.,_. }"'" -T ••
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Sltirit l»)r ,,·llic]. they Lthe l\lussncllllsetts
alltIu)ritiesJ are led, ,,"olll<.1 order the

,,·hole "ror](1, if ~itller In'ought IlJlll~r

thelll or ~lloul(l cOlue in ltnto t]lelll."

l\..lld 'Vlle]l .I)r. l)exter says that Clarke

,vas curefnl to declare tllat Olle llulllose

,,"hie]l he Ila(l ill vie'v in it all, ,vas to

8]10'" ho'v tlley ',,"011]<1 trent I~llo<1e Is
lalul JJuI)tists, ,vere tlley to be RllneXe(]

to theilll co]on)T, lIe JUnkeR an 11tteJ'ly un- .

\\'~lI·l·allf,.~d, allel it, i~ clil1h·"lt, lIot to Kay

n ,rilfull)~ fnlse, inference frolll Clarke's

lunguHgp. 1~'()1' the lallgunge \rUB llot

inteluled to n!ll)ly fit all to tIle viAit ntH1

its Juoti",e, },ut only to tIle I)lIblis}le<!
fteCOllnt of the visit; Ru(l even tIlen

<"olltnins 110 sucll lllealling as })r. Dex

ter lntelltret.s into it-. I))". t~lnrl~e \,·1\.8

sIlo""ing sill1l)],r 11o,,- he Ru<l Ilia COIll

IJaniollR ,,"ere treuted, and llo,v all ,,·110

(lifl'ere(l l'eligio1lfoo\l.y frolll tlle J\'luHHuehu-
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~sett8 11llthorities, 'VOllld l)e likel)' to )Je
trentecl, if tlley shou}(l fnll into tlleir

han(ls. 'Ve llave helle an illllstratioll of

ho'v an llllresi~tell bias lIla)" (lisflunlif)T
11, l)istorian for llis lliglt office, nlH1 lin\,"

-R ,veak theory nlay seek to lJoIster itself

IIp by a fallaciolls de(luction.

It ,,,ill IJe llecessary to conMitler lllore

brieft)" the t,\TO l'elllai ning I)oints, viz.,

·tIle nllege<l criutillal cOll(lllCt of l\fr.

\,' i tter's \' iMi tor~, nllc1 t.llt~ IHlIli:illlllt~1l t
-,v]licll tIley receive(l at tIle ]uln<ls of

the JJay lllagistrates.

IIaving arrived at l\fr. "ritter's on

Sat11r<lny e,"elling, tlle)T thougllt it IJest
"to ,vorshi}) (to(l in their O'\?ll 'rOn)' Oil

tIle I.Jorll'M (lay" in "'Vitter's honse, 1)1'.

fnurke, ill lliH llurrnti\'e, tlaUH clefo;(~rilJeM

the scene: "l~"inding, 1J)" sHel eXI>erience,

tlutt tl.le ]lonr of tell11)tntioll Hl~ol~tHl of
'Yl1S cODling 11})011 nIl tlle""orltl (in n
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lllol'e elninellt ,vny') to try t]lenl tliut ure·

tllJon the J~nrtlt, I fell 11 1)011 tIle COllsi(l-·

~I·n.t,ioll of t.hnt -"Tor(l of J)rolHise, Illu(le

to tliose thnt keel) tIle "rorl1 of llis Pa-·
tience, ,v]lie]l ])resent tllollghts, ,vhile ill
eOJlReiell(~e to\\,ul,(lH (~o(l :uul good ,,,ill

unto llis Hnilits, I ,vas illipartillg to llllY

COlnpanions ill the Ilouse ,rllere I lodged,

nl1(l to 4 or £) ~tranger8 tllut enlue in 1111

eXIJected nfter I had l)egllll, o!-lelling RIHI

lu'ovillg "That is llleallt l)y tIle ]lonr of

'J~elnl)tntion, ,rhnt l))r the '" or(l of ]118

luttiellee," t\uc. IJut the IH'esellce of tllese

llereticA lln(l IJeell (liscovere(l. '1'lie scellt

of 11eresJr "Tas 1l1arvelollsly acute. '1'11e
CJlliet service ill that rell10te l,luce 'YUH

slul(lellly illterrulltet1 lly the elltrance of

t,vo eonstables witli a ,varrullt, siglle(l

l)y l{ollert .IJri(lges, for t]le nrrest of

"eertaili erroneons llersolls, IJeil1g stralI
gel's." 'l'lle ,varrallt, of course, was issne(l
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before tIle service ,vus held; therefore
tIle only offence thus fur of )r. (~larke

u[l(l Ills cOl11pnnions ,,'as tlult they "rere

there. r~heir polite re(lllest to l)e allo,vetl

to COlll)llete the ~er\yi(~e \vns iU1l)olitely
refllSe(l. ~l'he)r offere(l 110 re~i8tnllce t()

their arrest tlll(l ,,"ere tnkell to the "or

(1 inary" for safe -keelli ng. In tIle after

noon they ,vere compelled, against tlleir

llrotest, to go to the public religious
Herviee.* 'J~lley Innnifestetl their disHl)

l)roval l)y silently rea«ling <1l1rin~ .tlle

* Dr. Chu'kc sn.id: "If thou forcest us into your
lLsscnlbly, then shall 'we be constrnined to declare our
selves that we cannot hold cOlnmunion with thcnl."
1'heh' oPPOSitiOll to going to this Jlublic servicc. and
their discourteous conduct ,vbile therc. nrc to be ac
counted for on the ground of that intense and narrow
conscientiousness which characterized the thl1cs. It
prevailed everywhere. Whutsoever WflS not of fulth,
in their jll<lgluent, was sin. 1'hey eould not even ap
pear to fe))o,vship and indorse it, or to sho,v uny
SyUlpllthy ,vith H. Clurkc lllul hlN cOillpnuiou8 coultl
nut, in c()ns(~it·.Wt·, Ito pr(~Nl~nL ul. Ihl~ Huntln)' nftcl'uu()U
t;crvicc ,,'ithout giving cxp.·cstliou to lIlt"h' tlitlfcllo,v
ship and disapprobation.
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~el'\'ie(a, :uHl }).r fuiling to rClilO\ge tlleir
hnts, ,,··llich tIle cOllstnl)le J'euloved for

thenl. "TheIl the serviee ,rus o\"er, .1 )1'.

(jlnr]{e rOAe U11(1 sui(l: U I desire as fl.

stranger, if I Ina)T, to llr()llose u fe\v

tI1ings to tIlis Cougregation, 1101ling, in
tIle l)rolJusul! t.hereof, I s11ull cOllll11eU(l
Jll)7'self to YOllr consciences to be gtli<le(l

1»)7 tllut "riA(lOlll that is fr0111 al)()ve,

,,-lliell, l}eing l)llre, is ulso I)eacenl)]e,

g-entle, UIHl eUAie to l)e intreuted." I Ie
"'"us not allo,\'"e(.l to l)rocee(], Rl1(l tIle

llrisollers ,vere renlal1de(1 to the "or·

1- " '1'1 · ·( llUtrJT. . ley 'vere sent to })rI8011 111

.IJoston l))T t]le mitti,Jl1'8 of 1\11'. IJridges

t111der <late of 'J'llesdn~T, ,JlIly 22<1.

'l')le lallglluge of tIle '1J~1~tti1Jl1""~ is sig.
nifirunt fiS clisclosillg tIle nature of t.heir

offelleeA, '" iz.: U for being at n. l)rivnte
~leetil1g at J.Jill ll110n the I.Jor<l's (lflJr,
t·XPI'(·lfo.\"l~ 11 pOll t,]I(~ItIA(~lV(~K," "fol' of·
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fensi vely (list\lrl,illg tlle l)eIU'e of t11e
(~ongregntion ut tlleir e01lliug iuto t1.e
l>nl)li(llle l\leeting," "for sfi)Ting Hll(}

lllRllifestillg tllat tIle cllllrch of I.Jill ""US

not COllstitllted Rcco}'(}ing to the order

of our I.Jord &c, for SllC1l otllel' tllillgS
fiS sliall lle allegecl a.gainst tIIen1 C01lCerll
iug tlleir sed Heilig eLl ..l (lru,ving usifle of

otllers after their erroneous judgulents

Ull(1 practices, a.nd for suspition of lta,'

iug tIlei.. hutHls ill the rel U1l)tizillg of
011e, or 11 lore, 2lJllong US."

'l'lle nlagistrates, in tIle exercise of
tIleir jlldieial ,vatcllflllness ngninst tIle

u,,' ful si II of A ualu\l)ti~)ll, .'iIl'''1J(/(!lt(1 thnt

there lInd lleen a l)Ulltislll. 1>1'. ()lnrke

,vas cllargeJ also ,vitIl 11aVillg allIIIillis

tere(l tIle I.Jor(l's Sll!lller \vllile there.

SllCll ,vas tIle 11atllre of tlleir offellces.

rt is 110t lleCeSSUl'y to consider nt tIli~

tinle \"llether the SllSI)icions of tIle all-
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tllorities ,,'"ere ,,-ell-fol111tleu or llot. 'J~he

}lrobal)ilit),. is that tlle)r ,vere only" 8118

}licioIlS.* :IJut, ill nll)~ event, t]lere "rnA

110 (list.llrlJRllCe of tIle l)eace, 110 ,~iolfitioll

of nllY civil In,v,-only tlle exercise of

tIle rigllt to \VOrSlli1) (iod ill their 0"-)1

'Vll)r, nUll gntller cOlllfort {rolll ]lis truth
Rlld orllillRllces ,,""itllin tIle sacred tell11)]e

:lu{l enst]e of :t lunu's l>rivnte <.l,velling.
"re no,v COllie to tIle cOllcltl<.ling RIH]

lllost (listreRsing ]utrt of tllis tl-nIlRuctioB,
,-iz., t]le IHlllisllluellt ,,-hie]l ,,,yaH infliete(1
111)oJ) these three ofl:enc lerR, nUll eS1)ecin]I)

U1lOIl 1\11'. IIol1l1es. Ilayillg beell taken
to IJoRton, tIley" ,,"ere arraignell the £01·
lo,,'"ing ,veek, OIl '1'llllrSlln)T, .July 31st.
J)1'. Clnr]{e sn.~·s: "Ill tIle forelloon ',-e

'rere pxtllllillfl«l; ill t.he afternoon, ,,-,th
()ut 1lrodueill~ eitller neeuser, ,\-itlless,

* This que~tion is fully cOllRiderlld in IllY CI Early
Baptists D(lfended," p. 82-37.
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jury, In,v of Ood or InUll, "Fe ,,-ere sen
tence(l." ] )uI'ing tlle exu,luinution (.0'·.
ernor J~ndicott c]largeu tllenl ,,,itll l)eiug

Anal)aptists; to ,,,110n1 Cln.rke re!)lie<l

tlult he ,,,u.s "lleitller nn Annl)nl)ti~t,

nor a l>edol)a.ptist, nor a Cntnl)filltist."
'rIle Governor lost his teul11er, au<l tle
clnre(l they "cle8erv~(1 death, UIl(] he

""Ol11d not have suell trash In'ollgllt in

to tlleir juriseliction"; nJso insillunting
t.hu.t. they hail i It i1l1(~lletJ O\'(H' \\·t~n.k·

luiUtle(1 l)el'SOns only, and tluring thClll

to hold 11. (liMenssioll \vitJa tIle lniu isters.

'fllis clutllenge ])1'. Clarke lU'Ollll)tl)r nee

cel)tcd, allHl cll(leuvorc<} to JU'ing nlJout
tIle tlesired clisCllssion. 'J~he rnagistrntes

seellled nt first to consent, lUlt ufter SCHue

("I elU)' it callie to Ilulight. '.l'lle excite

lllellt nt tlle time of the so-en] leel "trin}"

BUist lluve l)eeu iutense, - Hot thnt it.
,\Pould take nluel} "to IHlt ,Johll ]~lHli·
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cott in It to,,·ering llllssion at allY tinle."

lJllt eyell ,JolIn "Tilson, tIle pnstor, strlle]~

nUll ellrsell IIolllles, saying: "'l'lle Cllrse

tl£ (Jo(l or ,J eSllS goe ,,·itli tllee," l)eCallSe
I-Iollnes lUld Illeekly said: "I l)lesse (-}O()

J n))) cotllltefl ,\"'orth.y to Ruffer {ott t)lf~

ll:une of ~JeSllS."

'l'he selltences of the tllree lIle11 vnrie(]

ill seyeritJ'. Cratldnll "rns selltelleed to
IJny five !lOUllds or to l)e ,veIl ,vhipI)e(l,

(~lnr'ke to lUi} t,,·ellty !10UIU]H or to J)t~

,,·(-'11 ,,-llillped, Rn(l IIollnes to lluJ"

thirt)r llOltll<ls or to he ,rell ,rllillpe(l.
CrulldnlPR Iltlllls]llllellt "ras tlle lightest,

1)eCRt1Se lie "·flS tIle least Ill'OllliJlellt.

Ilo]llles' "rns the heayiest llll(lolll)te(ll)"'

becnnse lIe ha(l beell excolIIllllluicated

frolll tIle c]llirch at }{,ellol)otll, RIHl hay
ing })eell guilt)T of 1>HIJtizil1g llacl l)een

dealt lightl)T ,vitli l»)T tIle COllrt at P])~

1l1011th. 1\1nSRnchusettR sent n ren)on-
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strance at tIle tilne. 'I']ley no\\" luul the

(~I·illaillal ill tll(~it· 0\\'11 )O,\'e~I', Hlle] f(~lt.

t]lelllselves calle(l ullon to llulke lunelltls

for 1~lynl0l1t]1'8 lenienc)r, nn(l to see tltut

jllstice ""US lllete<.l out. Cloiulinnls of

such a <lal1gerolls cllarncter 111USt llot

go lllllHlnishe(l. Not ulIl)' lliH l)rl~SeJlt

tralH~gression but tIle 8i1l8 of "ot]ler

tiJlle8" ,vere chu,l'ge(l 1Lgnill~t Jail .. ; null

110\V thnt he was ill tlleil' jtlrh~d ietion
tlaey \voul(l IlllLI~c hill} Mlail!tn° for Mill~

conlnlitteel out of tlleir juris(lictiou. Hu
·reasolle(l these Melf· U1)lloiute(1 gllurcliulu;

of tlle ne,,," ,,,or](1's fait]} Rn<l 11euce, 'V]IO

laoke(l 111)011 thelllsel ves us (tod's llliuis

ters of jl1stice,-for their lleig-hl)ors n~

\vel} U8 for thellltiel Yes.

'l"he nues illll)o~e(l Ul>OIl Crullelull untl
Clarke ,,"ere llui(l 1))1 "tel1(ler-Ilenrte(]

floieulls, \\,it]U)1It. t]acilo eOIl~l~llt HIIC] (~on

trur)r to t.]lei.o jUllglll(Hlt.," though tJH~
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lllutter ]uu.. nn entirely' <lifferellt nl1(l llll

truthful RAlleet in the aceolluts of .John

(~()tt.oJ) nll«l I ),-. I )exter. Cotton, ,r])() ,lllH-

ti1ip(l the "·]lole tral18actioll, sui(l Clnl'ke

",,·n8 contente(l to llRv'e llis fine })ui(l for

11iJu," nlHl 1)1'. J)extel' reIH'esents llilH,
not"vithstnn<ling llis ullege(l engerl1ess

to suffer })ersecntion acc()f(ling to llis

theo)"y', us "ver.\," ,riJliug to leu,-e fOI'

lU)Jlle."
'l~]lere \rere those, too, ',vho "POll](}

)1:\ ,.~ 1t:tid t )u~ fi 11e of I I 0111.PH; 1HIt, to

nse his O'\'n ,vords, he "d,lIrst not nceel)t
()f (l~li,?ernllce ill SllCll a ,,;oay." IliR
<.'onsciellee ef))11 l)el led llilu to )"efllRe t]le

friendl)' offer, lest he Hhotlltl, HI)I)enr to

('ollfess hilHself a trallsgreSSol'.* It See))IR

-,. Cotton'li lettcr to Sir Hichnrd Sn,1tonstall in defence
or the I)uritnn Inngist.rntes is n rClnnrkfLblc doc\lJnent.
In it he sccl{s to thro\\? the responsibility of the ,,-hip
ping upon Ilohncs hhnself: H As for his whipping, it
\VIlR nl()J"(~ voluntarily eh()~en hy hhll thnn infliet.ed on
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·cel'tnin frO]ll tIle nnrrnti ve, not ()Ill)" tllut

lIe \vn,s l1nwilling to nllo\v tlle flue to l)e
!)uid, but tllat, as lie '\"US tIle grentest
offender in tlie jlldglllent of the nut-hor
i t.it ~~, t1It~)' , \' t •"t ~ Il () (, , ,. i11 i11~ t.o :all () ,\' i t,

to l)e l)u,i{l, 88 the)T hnrl l)eell ill the case

of tIle others_ 'l"lley UlatIe llis case un

exceptiou, Iuul Jlcltl Jail .. to tlac lt1tte.- of

hinl. JIis censure by the Court ,vas to have )laid (ns I
linow) thirty pounds, 01' else lJe ,,'hippcd ; his fiue 'VIlS

offered to be puic.l by friends fUl" hitn frcl~lr, but he
chose rathc.. to be ,,'hippcd ; in \vhich cn~c, if his suf·
fCl'ing of st.ripcs wns ILny worship of God nt nil, tiurcl)'
it could lJe accounlccl DO lJc.~ttel' than wiH·,,·o.'ship."
To which Gov<.arnor Jenks replies: ., Although the
pnying of a flne scelllS to bc but n anlull thing ill

(~()Iupuris()ll of n Juun's purling with hitJ religioll, yet
the puying of n fine is the ueluu)\vledgnleut of u tI"U118

grcssion; and for a man to acknuwlcdge that he lans
transgressed, ,,·hen his conscicnce t.ells hiln he has not,
is hut lit tie, if unything at U11, short of purting 'v ith
his religion." Cotton scelllS to huve heen incnpable of
undcrstanding that t.here could be a gl'cut pl'inciplc ill
vol vetI in IIohucs' Ull willingn<.'ss to consent to lun'c.~ his
fine paid, llud sees in it, or prctends to see in it, ouly u
tJpil'it of wilful o"stiuucy, which chose the whil)pillg
rather than to be relcased,
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tIle l)ellnlt.,r, - iuflieting 111)011 .hill1 tIle

crnel IHluis]lll1ent of tllirty stripes,
,,·lliell ,vna the llenn,lty for tIle crilneR

of l\(lnltery', rUIle, an(l counterfeiting,

au<l ,vus, witllill ten stri!>es, the 1l1RXi
IHtll)} U tllulJer nllo,,"c(l I»)r In,,,r.

'l'he aceOllllt of tIle cr1lel ,vIlil)IJing is

givell in v'ery' tOllcIling Cllristiall Iall
gllfige in Ilo]lneR' letter to tIle In'etllrell
in J~ondon. IIaying been kept ill lll-iSOll
tlntil Rel)telll l)eJ", he ""fiR le(l fortll to hiH
l)unis]l1nent, <'~]leerfull.,r trustillg ill (~ot1

Rlul in t.he righteo1lsues8 of Ilis cause,

R1Ul tnkill~ his 'j'est:lI11ellt in Ilia ]uuu]

as I)eillg the 8tllJstnnce of ]lis fnit]l nUll

the sonree of his conlfort UI1(l strellgtll.
"TIlen lIe ]1:\(1 )Jeell stril)l)e(l of Ilis

(~lntllillg, -lle ll(-lithel' :l.f~RiRtillg nor I'e

sistiug, nnd telling then} that for nil
lJostoll lle "r01l}<} llot gi ve ]lis l)o(ly in
to theil' IUI.Hd~ tlll1~ to l)(~ 1))·,ti~e(1 "1)011



any other nCC011nt, )ret ll)lOIl thiH Ile
\\'011](1 !lut giVt1 tIle hllIHlr~(lt]l l}u,rt uf
n \VUlnp11111 l)eagne (tIle sixtll l)urt of It

penny) to free it 011t of tlleir lUlllds,
no(l tlutt lIe lluHle ns IUllell c()llsci~Il(~t1

of UnlJ1lttolling one tJlltton as he (li(}

of paying tIle tIlil'ty 1)01111(ls, - tIle ex

eC11tiol1er was cOl111nallUe(1 to "tloe llis
·office."

"As the Inall ]Jegan to lay t]le stroaks

ll}lOll IllY }lU,C1\:," ,vrotH tlle HlIff('H'(~I', "I
sni(l to tlle l)eoI)]e, thongll 111)r b"\l~8h

8]1011](1 fail Rlltl Illy Sllirit sllo11l(l fail,
.yet (to(1 ,voul(l 110t fail; 80 it l)leasecl

t.he T~or(l to COllle in fuul to tiO fill Ill.Y

llenrt untl toug1le us a vessel full, 2\11(1

\"itl. all and il,le voyce .I 1Heuke forth,

L))'uyillg unto the l~or<l 110t to JU)' this
Sin to tlleir cllarge, anc1 telling the

l)eoll1e tlul.t no,\' T found l,e ,li,l not

fnil ]lIe; fill ,1 therefore, 110'\' I sIH~lll(l
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trust hinl f(n'e\"er ,,·110 failed ]ue not;
for in trllt]l, aA tl1e stroaks fell 111)011

'lit', I hut1 RUt'h :t. ~1 ti I'i t.unll 'IInll i f('~f",a
t,ion or (;Od'8 p,'ef-tP1U1 p, UR the like thpre

unto I ue,"er Juul, lIO}' felt, 1101' cnn ,,,itlt

fleHhlJr tongue eXllreAse; nUll the out

,vur(l lutin ,,·n8 so relllOVe(1 frol11 HIt',

that illt1ee(1 I anI ]10t alJle to lleclnre it
to you; it ,vas HO easy to tHe tllat I
eoul(l ,v(~11 l)enr it, .ren, :uul in :t IIUUlIte,'

felt it not, nltJtollgh it "1:tH grievons; :tR

t,he Rl)(}(·t.:lt.Ol'~ ~nid'l t.he 1\1 all At..'il,ing

"'ith nIl his strel1~tll ()Ten, sl,ittillg on
iliA lU1l1<.ls three titnes, as llUlllY affi1'llled)
,vitl1 n three -conr<le(l ,,,"'hil), giving llle

thel'e,rit]l t11irtJT stronks. 'Vllell lIe ]11\<1

loosed 1I1e fro1l1 tIle l)ost, lla,"ing jOyf1ll
llPSSP in Ill)" h(lnrt., n.IHl ellef'rfulnesR ill

lUy Coullteunnee, 3.8 tIle S})ectntors 01)
RerVe(], I tol(l tIle l\Ingistrates - \"T011
liltve struck IHe fiR ,vitIl I{oReR; :UH1 !";:ti(1
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llloreover AltluHlgll tIle l ...ul',l liutl1 Halula
it t~nAi(~ to Ine, )rf~t I IU'IlY it llIU.Y ]lot ))e·

luitl to your cllurge."

Snell is tlle l)lain, llatlletic story of his·
Hllif~I'ill~H, n~ toltl 1-)'"1 I()llllt~~ l.iIHl4pl f, ill

,vllicll lle sougllt to exalt tlle ,,"ou(lt1rful
grace of (i.-)(I ,,,hiell Bustaine(l l.illl, nlll1

lnunifel:itecl ill n renlurknl)]e clegree the
lillirit of t\ (~llristlike forgivenesfi. Ho
severe ,vas Ilis IlllUislllllent tllut the

llenrts of the :illectntorH "rere 1l1o,"ed to

u ~.ynll)ntll.Y \vhieh tJle)r t~()Hlcl not re

l)reHM, nl though tIle ex l)}'e~~i()ll of it lUlt

tIlelll in 11eril of like 1)11Uishnlellt. A
forUler ne(lnnintullce vil:iite(1 llilU, 'vllell
takell baek tt) prison, Ull(l, as he 88i(1,

"I)()uretl oyl into Illy "rOUll(l nutl I)luis
teretl Illy sores." 'l'hat it ,''us It cruel
l)llllisllnlellt, illflicte(l ",i tIl Ilnnlitigntell

severity, 110 cnll(lid reu(ler of tht1 unr·

rative ,viII clllestioll fur nIl instunt.
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(to,·erllor .JoseplI JellkA, ,,"riting 111 tlle
first thir<I of tlle lust century, so tllat
he llltlRt have receive(l Ilis illforlllatioll

froll1 contelllilornries of IIollues, (Ie
scrilJeR it.· tllus: "l\Ir. JIolnles ,vns

\vhi})l)e«1 thirty' stril)eA, nTH1 in snell aJl

lI11IIlPI'(·irtll IItunner, tllut in Ul:tIlY <In)'s,
if Hot fooCOlne\,reekR, lIe COlll(l ta"ke no

I'est 1)1It. HH he In.)' Ul)OU his knees nu(l
ell)o,Ys~ llot IJeing al)le to sliffer any

pnrt of IliA lJo(ly to tOllC]} tIle l)e«l

\\·hpl'POl1 he lU)T." III silBilar lunguage

(~nllender,1\rnoll1, Oliver, IJallcroft, Ga)T,

l\.JIRlllS, StraItS and others (lescribe tIle
\rllil)l)ing.

IJl1t "I )1'. l)exter in It rellutrkaLle llote-K·

S:lJ's: "Arnolll tllillks lIe ,vas 'c1'lle}ly
,,·llil)lle(l.' -I~llt Clarke Rfl.)78 fIle ollg]lt

to IUl,·e illserte(l 'that IIolllles sai(l' J
'It \'·:\8 so easie to llle tllat I COlllll ,yell

*A, to R1){J61' lVilliama, p. 121.
6



I)en.. it, nll(l ill n Ulnllll~r felt it llot';

UlH1 tlll\t lie tol(l the luu.gistrntE~H nfter
it ,vu,a over 'Y011 JULve struck llle 8S

,vitI. ltoses.' Dr. llalfrey suspects tIle

eXtAeutioner 1uH1 orderH 'to vilulil'ute
\Vllat they thcHlg1lt tIle 111ajest)y of tIle
la,v nt little cost to tllt~ (l~lill(l11ellt.'"

Dr. ])extel' ,v'oulel Iu\ve his reaflers

Ill}(leratantl t1Jat I Iolll1es' !Hll1isIllllel1t

Iuay not IIRve I>eel) very se\Tere, after
ull ; tluLt it lllU,y IUl\'e l)t.~ell littll~ (HOI'e

tIlan a furce, an al)}larent vindient.ioll uf

the lllajesty of tIle Ia'v; nll(1 lie tIlro,vs

})Rck tIle responsilJility of tIle insinlla·

tiol1 11POll llis great mnster, ])r. Pnlfrey,
\V]IO, Ile says, "SllSI)ects" tllat it lllay
Ilave l)eell so, IIaving lla(l our COllfi.

c1ell('(~ ill .1 )r. I)CXtCl"~ rai"IH~JiH ~el'iolltJJy

t511u,kell, ,ve feel cOll11lelle(1 to verify llis.
(J llotntiollR, even ,vllen he qnotes froll1

I)r. Palfrey. 'l'ul'uing to l)alfre)r's Ilia..
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tor)T, ,re rea(l: "",,TheIl lIe (IIolllles)

reIntes tlutt tIle scourging ,,,·hicll -lle

endured "'·UH so easy' to Ilinl tllut Il~

eOlll<1 ,,-ell benr it, y'ea, Ulld ill a nutnnel'

felt it llot, UIl(l tlutt lIe tol<l tIle Magis
trntes ,\rOll huve stru(·k IIle u,s \rith

!{oses,' tlle rea(ler venttlres to 1101)e tllut

tlle executioller IlR(l lleell (lirecte(l by' IliA

Sll!)eriors to vinlIieate ,vIlut tIle.y tllOtlgh t

tIle l11ajesty of tIle la,Y, at little cost to

tIle tlelill(lnent."

'l'he }llIrnRe tiRed iA, it ,vill l)e llotie~d,

"t.he reutler vent.ures to ]lol)e." '1'0 lJe

Stlre, to ol'(liuary reatlers StIch R llol>e is

cOllsi<leral )le of It ,-elltllre, ill the face

of the fuctR us IUlrrnted, \v]licll botll l)r.
l)nlfreJ' nIl(11 )r. I)exter lllUst Ila,"e hut]

l)efore tIlelu. If it "YUH onl.y n l}tllnnH~

"]10!)e," it Blight IJe nllo,,-e(l to !lUSS llll
llotice(l. 1Jut tIle "llo!Je" of 1)1'. Palfre)r,

t111,,·arl'unted as that iA, is Inagllitietl nnd
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I)erverte<l illtn a "suspicioll" i11 tll~ 1u"o
l~ess of (Juotutioll l)y Dr. ] )exter; nntl

\V11eIl Ite seeks to grollD(} tlult 8USl)icioll
lll)on tIle l)atlletic ,,'ords of th~ llutient

Rl..fferet", uu(l tu a~(~ril)e t.llc l~tfpet. of tht~

8ustailliug grace of Go(l to the ilnngillet.l
grace of tIle eXe(~lltioner or tlle Inngis
trates, lae is guilty of a I)u]!)u,l,le, gros~

Rll(l 11nparflonal)le InisreI)resentntion.

Sue]l a nott:' ns ])r. Dexter'~, tlle in

tellt. of ,\'hi(~h is HO llu'llil\~st'I'y IIlll'HIHlitl,
find wllicll I))'esents a monstrous (listor

tioll of the tl"utl., is ~llnjciellt to (Jcstl"O)'

contideIlce in allY VO]lnlle, or in the

honest l)\lrl)()st~ of the ullthot" to ,,,rite

11istory fuirl.r.

'.l'lle I)uri tUIl nlugistrate~ ,,'ere ill no

11100(1 to l)lny n farce; tIle.r ,rere ill (leu(l

earnest. TIle)' ,vere l)eut on trnge(ly.
I'll 1.1l(~i .. jll(l~IlIPIlt, 11ollll(~s ,ra~ guilty
of n 11lOSt serious criule. (-~()rernOl" 1~1l-
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tlicott luul tolel hilll lJe (leser,·e(1 <lentIl,

nIH} tlle lileek l)Rstor, .10]111 ,\rilsOll, had

"strllek :l1l<1 cnrse(l" tIle lu'isOller ill hoI)·
ililligllutioll, in "t]le eX(lllisite ralleor of

tIleoIogical Ilutred." 'rIle execlltionel' iA
re!HOescllte(l us "striking ,vitI. ul] hh~

st.rength, }'eu., Sl)ittiug 011 his luuH1H
threp tiJlIP~, ns 11ln.1l)~ nffilolllc«1o" ",\~:11'

1°:t.II{.~ ,r('J"(~ iMHtleti for 110 JeHH t.hall thir
t.een l)erSOllS "-]10 ,vere ullnlJ]e to reI)ress

tlleir (tOllllUlHHioll for lIo]Jlle~ nt the tilll(~

of the ,,-hil)l,illg. 'fhe 1110st of tllelll,

ho,r~Yel', t-'scHl)e(l. 'f"ro 011])·, - tJ 01111

Rl)Ur UIHl ;J01l11 IInzel, 'V]10 llR(1 ta]~en

tlle 1)}ee(-l inp; sufferer 1»)' tIle ]lnn(l itS lIe

,,,,us led a\rn..y frolll tlle ,,·llilll)ing-110st.,
,,·ere nrrestell; uIH.l it is 11lOl'e tllRll inti·

llUtte(l that. t]lere ,youl<l ]In\-e l)een lllore

,rhil'lling luulll0t tIle execlltioller tnken

lliJllsel£ otlt of the \VltJ' so that I1e cou](l

not l)e fOtlll(l. - ]IRvillg llrol)ul>])- ]uul
fl*
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enollgll of tlle l))ood)r ,v()rk. 'fhere 18

()I1l.y nne posRil>le eoneluHioll to l)e nee

cel)te(J, viz., tllat never ,,'us ~eJltence of

court exeellte(l Illore liternll)r, llev~r (li(l
execlltioller (10 llis \\"ork 11lOl'e fnitllflllly.

It llRS 110t l)eell u, }>lenSll.llt dlIt)' to

<l,vell Ilpon tllese [)ainful detnils. JJnt
tlle JllelllOries of luen ,vllo ,,,ere )o);nl to

theil' C()1l\'il~ti()1l8 of tl'l1th nud the rigllt~

of cont;ciellce, und to their 1l10l'e l)elfete.t.
\'ie\v~ of ~()1I1.1il)el't,y, Hre ns ~nl'l'e(l 8M

tlle 1l1enlOrieM of tllose ,vho lluule tllelll

to sllffer, u.nd as "rortlly of being 1)110

tected Ironl sacrilegious assault. IJetter
thnt tllis ,vho]e tl'u,usuctioll ~hotll(l I)e

lUlsse(l l)y in silenee-ns it 'VUM l)y enl)

tain ,Tollllson ill his "I Iistol')f of 1fi5.J.,"
l)y "l\ill'. 1\1 n.'toll ill hit; "Ne\v )i:lIg1111Hl

l\te1l10rial of 16f3B," lly 1\11'. 11111,1):11'(1 in

his" IIistory of 1H80," 1))' Cotton ~I utileI'
ill his "IIistory of 1702," nntl 1))" (to\yel'·

of
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nor .IIutehinsOl1 in tIle first t,,"o yo]ullies

of his lIistorJ"-tllan t]lat, for the sake

of jnstif)"ing tlle !lersecutors, t]le llloti,oes

of tIle llersecnted 8]10U}(1 1>e llutligllell,

nn(l t]lf~il' Ruffel"ingR for t.he Anke of (~OJl

Heiellce and libe.ot)' shouhl be Iluule light

of. "olin (~larl~e, tlle learllell physieinu
and nl)le 1)8stor of the Ne,v!)ort 13al)tist

Chtlr(~h ,rus in sonle resllects tIle Ileer

of I{oger ",''''illiulllA, tllough less ,yi<lel.r
kilO,''')] H1Ill hOll0re(1.* ()l,u(liallllo]ules,

«·U",', .10hn ('ullp.ulc',' ~n."M of I h·, ('lnl'l,(,: dll(' \\':l~

tl faithful nncl ,,~('fHl luillistPI·, eo"rh'ous in all thc l'e
lutlons of Ii f(', nnd lin ornnnu'ut to his profession unci to
thc sc\'cl'nl (:nh~(~s which he suslninc'll. Ilis JllCnl()r~" iK

dl'~cr\'ing of Insting honor for his effo1'ts to,vnrd estah
lishing the first governnlent in the \vorld ,,-hich gave
to nll eqnal civil nnd religious liberty. To no JllUn is
Rhode Island more indebted than to him. He WRS one
of the original projectors of the settJelJlCnt of the Is
lnnd~ nnd one of its nhlest Ic~islnt()rs, No chnt'Rctcr in
New l~nglnnd is of put'er fnllle thnn John Clarke." It
is not known ,,-here Dr, Clnrke 'VRS educated; hut thc
follo,ving iten\ in his ,vill sho\ys hhn to have been n
Illan of ,,'icle learning nnd studious hubits: "t·nto Iny
loving fl'iclI<1, Hichu1'(1 Bl\Jle~r, I give Illld hcqt1cnth lU~'
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the martyr of 11eaVelll)" sl)irit Rl1(1 trilllll

})llallt fllitll, ,vas ])r. Ulnrke's honoretl

S\lCCeSSor in t]le pastorul office for t11irt)·

years.* 'fhe ullc]lristial1 Ull(l ill11Ulllfill

trentlnellt of these ,,'orthies culled forth

relTlonstrances on },otll si<.les of tIle At
Inntic. Sir Ilicllar(l Saltonstnll, one of

tlle first Dlagistrates of t]le Massachu-

concordnncc and lexicon thereto belonging, ,vrittcn by
ulysclf, being the fruit of seycrn] yeurs' study, Ill)'

lIcbrc\v ]lihll~, Bnxt()rJf'~ nnd Pal·sons' lexicons, Cot
tou's Coneortlnucc, nnd ull the I·Cst uf Ill)' houks." lIe
did not return f ..Olll his luission t.o ·I~nghu)(l till 1664.
having rCluaillcd t.here us t.he agent or the Colouy. 11c.~

died April 20, 167(1.

o"Ounl1iuh IIohncs wus horn nt Prc~toll, J~uncu~hi..e,
}~ngltlnd, ubout tile year 1606, and canlC to this country
nbout 1639. lIe belonged to n flnuilyof considernble
lucuns and of uckno,vlcdged respectability. lIe suit! of
his parents: .ti They ,vcrc fnithful in tbeir geucrution,
uucl of goud rep0l"t ulllong nU~ll, auul hl·ought lip (hch·
ehilch'(~11 h~ncl{~1"ly uncl hUllol·uh)y." '1'11l"ee HUUS W(~I·U

etlucalml at, Ox(ol'c1, olle uf' WhOlll wu~ pruhultly ()hu
dinh. 'l'hi~ is evidcnce thot the faluiI)' "'US in unlplc.~

(~irCnlllstnlle(~Snnd of lllon~ than o.'diunry culture, Oha
diuh lIulnwti (Ii(~cl in 16~2t Itmviug u );lI·gc.~ pU~h~l·il.\'.

tiOUIC of WhOl1l have uhtninc.'c1 tli~tillcti()n in t.he h~nl"lu·tl

)H"ofessions.
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setts JJU)\ ",.110 ,,"as at the tillle ill J~llg

]nu(l, ,~rote sllarl)lJ' rebuking Cotton RIlC1

"Tilson £01' their "tY'rnnn)T ftlld l)erseeu

tioll ill Ne,v 1~llgl:uHl us that )10U fille,

,,·hill olHl ill1l)l'isOll Jllen for their COIl·

Heiellees. . . . . "\Ve !HtUj" for yon ulHl

,,·ish )TOtl llroRllerit)T evel'JT ,va)"; hOl)e(l

tlle J~OI'<l ,Youl(l ]utve givell )'OU AO Jllueh

light fi.lld ]o,"e tllere, that YOlt llligllt

have 1)een eJ'es to (j·o(l'H lleoll]e llere,
aBel HOt, to l!'t:u~t'/icp t,IaOf-\P eOIl.tf-\PH ill :t

,vil(lerne~~ ,rllicll )"OU ,,"ellt so far to
lutevent.." And l:.oge1' 'ViJlinUls-the
glteat fillost]e of l'eligiollS lil)ertJ", 'Y]lose

,"oi(..e, fronl lJefore his lJanislllllent Ulltil

the (10)· of laiR denth, ee~u~e(l not to 111"0

(·Inin. th~ suhlillle IHtineil)]e of \rhieh his
1l:'J)H~ ,rill (',.(\,t he th~ ill11~tl'iotls (~X])()

nellt,--- ,rrote to (;o"prllo1' li;udieot.t slleh

(thnrueteri8tic "·01'(18 as tllese: "~ir, I
IHtlAt l)(~ l1l1ulhl)p lu)l(l to Any 'tho; illlpOH.
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. sil)le for Ull)' n1l\11 or Bleu to llluilltuiu
theil' (JllI·iHt l)y tllei.· ~nv()rcl, I11u1 to \\'01'·

Hhi}) a trlle Christ! to fight agaillst all

conSCiell(."es O}l}losite tIleirs, autl llnt to

fight against (-tod ill sOlne of tIleUl, nlHl

to IlUllt after tIle }lrecious life of the

I.Jor(l ,JeSllS Cllrist."
'rIle trlle l)lliloHOl)lli(~nl historiull enu

not treat this inci(lent, ,rhicll \,·e lls,"e
beell considering, as au isolatecl })llellOlll

enOl1. It ,,·a8 S)rUllltoJl1ntie of l\ sOt·inl
l~ondition nlHl of n, I )J'evuilin~ religious
81)irit. Jt reveuls to us tbe attitll(le

eonseieIltiollS, in(lee(l, l)llt nevertIleless

t,ll{~ attitlld(~---or the rlllillg lIliuciH UIlIoUg

tIle I~llritans. 1t "Tas not ne(".essnr)T for

n luau to lIe u di~tllrlJer of the ])enee ill

order to l)e ,vllil)llecl or luulislle(l; or

rather, ,\·~hoe,rer (Iiffere(l fronl tIlenl iu

religiolls faitll or 11rnctice, Rlld cInilued

tIle rigllt to incl nlge tIle exercise tllereof,
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,,·n~, in tlleil' judgnlellt, n, c1istllrber of
the !)eace. U llifornlity of religiolls IJe
lief ,rUR t,lle H.niulntillg IHl11)ose of t]leir

gO\"ernluellt, tIle 8fiCl'ef.1 eD(l of tlleir leg
islation, a IH'incillal ol)ject of tlleir socin,l
C01l11)u,ct un(l existellce. '!'lle lunguuge

of .J:UIlPR I. eXln'eR~(~d th(~ir HPllt,illlellt,

tn,,·ar(ls all dissentiellts: "I ,vil] Inake

then) cOllfol'JIl, or I\vill lUtl'r)' thelll out.
of IllY l\:ingdoln." 'l'llere are 111ell to-(la)T
,,"lIo houRt of t,lu~ir (leA('ent froln the

I)nrit.nns, and lund their excelleneie8

nIH1 l'ig])tly so-,vho 'VOlll(l not have

1)eell nllo\'''ell to reluaill ,vitllin t]leil' 1)01'

del's t,venty. four ll()UrS 1111111olested.
'!'llis incif]ellt tllrO\\rs its ligllt 1l1)OIl tllut

long series of persecutions, ill 'Vllicb tlle
llllritnn 1l1ngistrntes solemnly deligllte(]
thPH1~plvp~, of (1hnreh or 1~~llgl:uHI lllell,

Antinolllialls, (~l1n,kers, RIH] i\.llabal.ltists.

'rhis ilieident tllro,vs ligltt-if uny if.;,.
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nee(letl-l1l)on tIle calIse of th~ l)unis}l-

lnel1t of Itoger 'Vi]linnH~, \vhit1h SOllie..

\Vllat JueJlloruLle event took }Iluce only

fifteell years before. TIle sllirit of tIle

llnri tun Illugistl'utes hutl 81dft~re<1 110

change ill tllat illter\~al of tiule. It '\"US

nei tIler better, 110r \vorse, nor different.

'I'hey tl'ietl to lIe COl1sistellt, Ulltl to uluke

tIleir l)rincil)les of CIlllrcll nn(l State

trilnn}l]lnnt, tIlongll 110 ctlll(litl llUUl is

110\" .-u,Hh P1l01l~la too KU)' tit:. to t.lto~t~ In-h.
ciples ,rere rigIlt. 1)1'. (teorge ]~. I~]lis

lias trllly suit!: "Illtolerullce \vas a lleces..

sary conditioll of tIleir enterl)rise. 'l'lley

feare<l an(l llutecl religions Ii}Jerty." In

l)arallel ,vol'tls l>rofessor J. IJ. ])iUl811

descril)es thenl as "intolerant of (liffer..

(~Il(~e of Ol)illioll, I-(~g"al-dill~ liluH-ty of

l~onseiellce '\Tith eflun] fear fiud hate."

1\11(1 so tIle)' fenretl anil lIn t.etl .Iloger

·'Villialus, 'V]lO not onl)T entertaille<l
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l)roael un(l correct vie,,"'s of religious
Ii )Jerty, l)llt ad ,~ocate(l tllem as 0l)por

tnnity offpreel itself.
'l~o Blake a (listinetiol1 bet,,,,ee11 a

luan's relig-iolls 011iniollA uncI hiA cli~l)O

8itioll, ,v]lose only offelldiug ,vas thut.

it (lefpIHIeel those 0lliniolu~, if.' to lIutke·

It (listiuctiol1 ,\·ithollt great (lifferellce.

'I'he l)hl'ns(~ "elisturoer of the l)euce"

(lid not then SigllifJT UIIY SUCll tIling as
it lllennR to. (lR)r. None of thoRe ()fl~en(l·

erR IUHl lH:~Pll g'nilty· of :Ul)r O'''PI't, n.ets
ngninRt (.. j,·il lu\\"s, lHlt oHI.y of violntioJl
of religious Ia,rs ""']lich ',"ere illCOrl)o.

ratel1 ill to civi] legislatio11. '1'0 holll
religious 0l)illiollS eli1ferent froID tllose

of tIle lllflgist..ates anu tIle l)o(ly of tIle

!)eol)le, auel to IJe disllosetl to RelYocate

tlleIll, 'YRS to be ,vickeclly contelltiotls
lt11(1 crilllillal accor(ling to their stanll·
nr(ls. ]{,eligiotlB Offell(lers ,vere lloliti.
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eal offelUlel's. It is evitlent ellollgll t()

(·nneliel Htlulents of colollinl lliHtol'.Y tllut
it \\'a8 not .l{oger \Villhulls' (litlpositioll,
in (listil1Ctioll from llis religiolls v'ie\\"s,

tllut en-lIBcel l.is l)nlli~ll111ellt., lUlt the (li~

llositioll of tlle PUl'itnn lllRgistl'utes.

'I']ley ill(lulged ill no 811Cll llair. Sl)lit.

ting anc} 8})eciolls nletllotls. '1"0 tllenl

.Itoger 'Villinn18 rel)1le~ellted vie\\'s RIUl

iilens of lilJerty \vhicll the)' "fenreci

nllt! 1Int.(~(1." ] I t~ ,vn~ all·t~nd.r u{tellMetl

of Rual,u,!)tisnl. It is reeordecl that
~~ltler ]~rewster, ill 1Ha3 (n" 1H34, llre

vniletl ,vitI. tIle c}lurcll ill Pl)rUlOlltll

to gl't\11t "'Villinllls' reClllest for tliSl11is
sio)l, "fearing tllat lle \YOlll(l rlln the
t;Ullle course of rigit} Sel)8ratiol1 antI

ullu)ul})tistry \vlaic]. ~1" ....John HIU}'tll

nt .i\ulsterdaln IIR(l (lone," an(l tlutt at
Snlenl, \vllere the Cllllr{~ll though ,,~urlled

ngninst hinl ha(l receivetl llilll, "ill one
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~year's tinle I.e )uu1 fille(l that l)luce ,,·it.h
}Jl;11Cillles of rigid separatioll 11,)1(1 tel1d-
· 1·"lUg to n.llUUll)tI81n.

Allul,ulltislll ,,·as tIle 8)111011)·nl of re

ligioll8 lilJert)r. It ha(! lJeeu l)efore

CllristeJlC10111 as U lliAtillet IlloveUlellt fo)'

:t 111lJulre(1 )r(-':u·s~ - in S\ritzerl:ulCl und

(jernlal1)r, in IIolls11(1, alul in ]~J)glu,nd.

Its first eOllfessioJl of fnitl., iS811eti ill
1527 at Hl·hleitlllieinl, a little to"·l1 Ilea..

ScIulffllHlIsen, 0l)eul), claitlle(] alld 1))·0
(·lnillled re]i~i()tls lil)erty'. In tlle Neth
erlands, tl tiring nIl the fierl'e struggle

for ciyil lil)ert)·, theRe I)eol)Ie, it is sai(],

cc kel)t intul·t tlleir ideas of religiollH

lil)ert)~." 'I'lie confession of fnitll iSSlle(l
1))· tIle i\.nulJul)tists ill J~olHlon ill IH]]

(·o11tnine<1 the elllllicintion of the AUI11e

grent. lU"iJI<:il)le; :uul ill ttl] theRe l:uH]8

tlleir fitlelit)· cost tIlenl their li ,"es.
}\:[nrk ])n,ttiRon, i 11 his lJiogltul )h)· of
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JolIO Milton, "pIlose }))'08(1 vie,,'s of tol

eration are ,vell kl10"rn, suys, thnt 011

thu,t UCCOliut "ever)' !)]lilititiue leveletl
at hinl the COlltelllI)tllol18 el)ithet uf An
nl)ul)ti8t 1l10Ht fret~l.r." Ho thol·()ugh1.r
,ras RllalJ81ltislll idelltifie{l "ritll religious
"Iil)cl't.y, that, if nil)' lUUll nd VO(~Htc(l n

1110re gellerol18 toleratiou, this el)itllet
,vas Ilurled at hinl, u,nd not Olll.r in

the 01(1 ,\'orld, l)ut ill thitl ne,,' ',·01"1,1
as "rell.

]{ogel' 'VilliulllS ,rus, if not ulreutl)"

Ull Allu,l)nl)ti~t, fnat ten(liug to it. 'l'he

l)uritnn rnngistrntes 111lderstootlllerfe(~tly"

,rllat lle 8too(1 for, - if SOllle of their
nlo<.lerl1 TIlisintell))'eters do llot. A i'IlO] (l
~a)rs: "'!'o fustcIl 1I})()}1 Itogel' '\ViJJinJn~

t]H~ Htiglna or fnetioliH 0l)l)ositioll to the

governnlent is to 1>e1ie llistorJ", 1))" nn

t~ffort to \"ill(li(·at<.~ l)ig-otl')' H.lul t.r rclill I)'"

ut tlle eXl)ellSe of truth." ]n the (·ltnrge
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ngnillst "rillinnls-ll1uler ,,·Ilicll lie ,rfiH

trie(l, COllvicte(] RlUl banislle(l- tIle first

itelll, ,rhi('h uln.r lJe RlIl)l.,osed to eOlltnill

tlle grn.\rU,Juell clf their necllsntion, is:

"'I'llat the Inagistrate ought llot to

l)unisll the l,reaeh of the first '!'al.le

exe(~l.t \\' hen tlle ciyiJ IJent~e it; eUllu,u

gere(]." "\'hile unllollJlcillg the (loctrine

of tl1e selUlTntioll of Ulllirell anti State,
illsten(l of l)eing "a distlll'ber of tl1e
!)eut'e," lIe is rel)resente(l as carefully

gnnl'd iug it III n Stnll1Ual')'" of the
~hnrges ngnil1st llilll, .l)re!lared l)y "Til
linl11~ hiJnsel{ ill 1644, occurs tIle fol

lo,,·i Jlg- 81 leeiHen-tiol1: "'rlul,t tIle ei ,·i1
llulgistrnte's l)o\,"er extell(ls 0111,)' to tlle
l){)(lies UII(l goo<.]s nlHl ollt,vnr(l stltte of

lueu." (~O\·erllo], IInYlles " ..itA stillliving,. \....

nIH I th~ HUlst of the others also ,vl1o lUll]

hall n JUllltl ill tIle ballislll11ellt; lJut 110

(leninl of t.h iH fo'pec·i A(~n.tioll \rUM (~\·(~I· I":U1p.
7*
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Agnin in 1652, ill tIle letter of "'il·

Iiams to (toy'ernor ]~ndicott- ulrea(l}'

(!llote(l- \vllicll ,,,'as occflsione(l b)' the

crllel trentl11ellt of these peaceable l~ho(le

Islnn(l visitors, tIle ,\:"riter SU)'s: "1\ t
I)resent let it not lJe offensive in )rour

eY'es tIlut I sillgle out nnotller, n fonrth
I)oint, it (·{t'1o~e ~t· my lJauish'Ilte1tt also,
,,,hereil1 I greatl)' fear Olle or t,ro SR(1

evils \vIllell ha\'"e })efallen your soul Hll(l

(~OJlS('i(Hle(~; the })oiut itl t.hnt uJ tll(~ (·ivil

1l1ugi~trute d~ulillg ill llUtttel'~ of ('Olt

8('Wl1,Ce u)ltl rreligio1l, as also of peJ'8e(~llting

all(11iu1~t~lng any for 1l1atters IHere]y ~p"il'

itual or 'l'e/it/lou,'J." Notiee the l)hl"n~e

" n, cnuse of lIly lutnislnnent u]so," us <le
terlnilling the fnet tllat tIle sUlne sl)irit
of l'eligioliH P(H'SC(~lltioll \\'hiela \"Jail)I»cd
Holll1es l)anislled '\Tillianls.

~I()reo\"er, in ol"(}er to reUlove nIl (lues

tioll or (}ollbt, if UI1)r reuuliu ill the Inill(l~
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of fill)' l)erSOnS, us to tIle ·cn,use of "Til_
linllls' lUllliHlnnellt, 811(1 to estn.lJliRll (~011

l~]lIsi\·pl.r the f:u·t t.hnt. it. "·fl.A fI clifTereJlee

of reI igiotls 0llillioll tlutt Illude 11bu ol.
noxious to the l>uritall IJ)agistrntes, Rlul
that it ,,-us religions persecutiO)l tlutt
(lrove hilll out into th~ \\'il(lpJ'uesfo', \,pe

HIR)r cite nIl Aet lu\sseu I).y tlH~ COllllCil
of l\lnssaclllIRetts, l\lnrell a1st, 167H, eol1

ditiollull)" revoking the origil1ul act of

1uluislllHell t. It, iR onl.y reeell tl.r tllnt
nt,telltioll hn~ hePll eulled to tlliH net.
It \rns Iltll,}islle(l 1))P l\,Ia.ssnchusetts in

18fiU ill 'To 1. II. of t.Ile "Acts of the

(~oJnll)issionersof tIle Ullite<l Colollies."

I t. "YUH (liseo\"eJ'e(l in the 1\la~sa('.htl8ett8

nrchivps nfter tIle In-iutillg of tIle l)otl.y
of the \"0] til Ile, and })laee(l in the Illtl'o
(ll1etioll, Hlld so ,,·ns )lot In-oller])p in

<lexed. It rea(ls as £0]}0\'"'8:

" '\'IItH-CUM, 1\'11'. Ito~el' '\TiJli:u)l~ stnndH
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at l)resellt 1tllde.. u. sentellce of }{estruillt

froIII cOluing into this Co10J1)r, )ret COIl

sitlering 110'V res(ly ly (~ freel)r at all

tynles lie llntll ser\"etl tlle l~ngli~h Ill

te"t~Ht. i It th iH t.i IlU~ of ,rn "I-l~ \ri tit tlu~

I ndi~u18, nlu] Illnllife~ted llis I ulrtil·lllnr

res11ects to tIle l\lltllorit)r of t]lis ColOll)r

ill several ser\"iceH desirecl of lliJn, ulld

fllrtller understautling 1'0'\" ]"))r the last
.USSR111t of tIle In.linus 111.)011 !)ro\.. i<lence

hi~ hOlltil~ is 1ulI'Hetl alid 11 i1l1~el fill hiH
olel a~e reduced to UII uncolufortul)le
UIHI diHuhle(l stute-( )lIt of COJIlIUl~Sroll

to hinl in tllis COI10itiol1 the ('\Hlllcil tloe

Ortler Ulltl l)et,lnre thnt if the ~nJ"ed ~lr.

'Villiauls shall see {~n,llse Hud desire it,
lie s]lull lluve lil)ert)r to re)Ul)'re into

all.Y of 0111' 'J'O\\"IlH fCH- lli~ fie(~lIl·it..Y allel

c01l1fortal)le abode (luring t.hese ]lul)lie
rl'"olll)le~, IH~ l)(~ha\'illg" hilllSt~lf l.t~H(·l·nhl.r

ntH} inoffell~i\"el)" uUll 1lot tliS8elllinatillf!
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a }l,ll ·ventiny (lily of h,l8 (l~ff'eJ'eJit 0Pl:,~i0J1i8

i1l 'lllllttel'S o.tl religlon, to tIle tlissatisfac

tion of HII.Y."
~~ort,Y )"enrs Iuul gOlle b.y. SOlne of

the actors in 16HH IIR<l llll(lolll)te(lI,Y

like "Tjlliullls-lJeell ~l)nrecl to IH7"H.

lIe· ]1Il(1 gOlle Ollt of their l)or(!ers, 1Jut
110t out of t]leir kllO'\Y]edge or out of

theil' ueeessit.)r. 'l~\rice at lenst, 1»)'1' llis

frielldl)1' intell)ositioll ,vitIl- tlle IIHlial1s,
lle luul l)l'ol)a}J].r suvecl tIle ill1ulbitunts
of the ]~n~r frollt nnlllllilntioll, lIe lu\(l

.henlled ('onl~ of iire tll)(Jll t,]leil' hencls~

] Ie ]l:u1 n~ked tIle 1)1'iYilege of siJll})I.r

rrossing their territt)ry 011 tlle ,vaJ" to

J~lIg1nll<1, und hucl l)eell l'efuse(l. lIe
luul lJeen th~ir neig]l]JOr, uut ,,-us still

"fpure(l nnil hnted." ~rhey' ke])t hinl

at urlll'8 lellgth, lest the llestilelltinl
l))'illeipleR ,,·hicll he utIvocate<} and fos
tel'ecl nCl'oHM the liue Hlao,d(] illfe(~t thel ...
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"JOhl1 "Til1throI), "rho 11n<1 u,s8entetl to
his l)alli~llnlent, lInd ill(lee(l SllO"'ll n
-e.lis})osition to reealI hinl, nlld to "confer

111)011 hinl 801ne lllark uf (listinguisllell
fnvol' for llis seryices." lJnt culverse

eOll11sels long l)re\Taile(l, 1111til at length
tOllc11ed to SOUle sligllt fil)})}'e(~intiol1 of
llis gellerol18 antl self· sllcrificing services
in tlleir l)elul.lf, anf} to SOUle sligllt 8)"IU

pathy for Ilia age 1\11(1 SUl)})ose<l suffering
.an(I l)()vert).., l)ut not to nil)" llulrketl

·tlegree of l)eIlitellce fo1' t11eir l)ust COIl

(luct, they \,'ere })1'Ollll)te(l to revoke the
·act of lJaniahnlent, and to 1)erl11it llinl to

l·(~tllI'll t.eu1l)Ol'u.ril.r "(lul'ing tl teHC 1)\11 )li(~

trolll)]e~,"-still, ho\\"ever, 'I'enlenll)el'illg

the lluture of J1is offence l,y u(l(lillg t]lh-J

Higllifieunt eOJl(litiou, that lie ijhall "not

(lisseminate and vellt Ull)r of llis <litrer
ent 0l)illiollS ill 111utters of re] igioll."
Dr. I)exter, ,rllose relHltatioll ns nil ex-
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ll)OJ'Pl' of l'oloninl litern,tllre "rus v'ery

gl'ent., conf~flR~(ll)r \,·rote his lllollograll]1

" llP('UlIRe of t.1H~ lilllitp(l neqlln.illt.al)(~t~ of"

8()1t'(~ of the purl ieAt llistol'iulls ,ri tIl the

fnct.s," 1\11(1 1)eCRllRe tlle.r (1 ifI n()t ~o Ilftck
to "the oul.r origillul authorities." 'l'his
net of re,·oentioll l11USt ]uI,\'e esculle(l thh~

careful 1\11l1 l)()astfully tllorougll illves

tigntor, - ()r, !lerllfills ,,"e S]10111(1 eOJlle

nearer tlte trnth if "ye snic1, lle seelBS to·
hn,ve eS('ul)e(l it. i\A a revocntion it
('onltl HOt. ]lu,"e aUlot11lf,ec1 t.o IIlltel. tn·
!(.ogpl' "Pill iUJ))A, for ,,"e e:lUllot l'Olleei ,"e

of llinl as neeeI)ting such lil)erty" at tIle-
. In'ice of ~tifled eOllyictiollS, nlld ns SlIr·

l'elu1eriug tIle In-il·ele8~ lU'illcilJle for
"o]lieh he ]uu1 Olll"e snfferet1 the loss of

n11 f,llillgS. lJut. this net of 16TH ollght

to sptt.le nIl (1 iA] HIte ns to tIle cause of'

the lUlllis])JIlPllt of l{oger \\Til]in1l18, nn(l

to settle it, fOJ"pvel".

-",,.





l'tl11'1l1l1,f;n' the fl,rl'et,<t (~f' ('!",·k(!, Iloluu!8 a/Iff,

C'I'(l}ulall.

" By ,"irtue hereof, you are required to go
to tho hOtlKC of ,riJJinul "ritter, nlul HO to

seal'ch frou1 house to llouse, for cel'tain erro
nious perSOIlS, lJeing Straug-ers, and tI1eUl to
npprehelld, nnd ill snfe cnsto(ly to ke{~p, u,n<1

t·,OIlIO'...O\\' ,,,o..,,i "go lay oig'ht, of UH~ (~10('1\ t,C)
lu'ing' hef.Hoe 11IC.

ItollElrr llUIDOES."

( 'OjJY (~f' ihl~ .illitthu ,,~.

"To tIle I{eeper of tIle Prison· nt BORton,
IJy ,"irtne hereof you nre required to take

int.o yonI' elu~tody fron) the (~ollRtnhleof IJill,

or his Depllty, the IJodies of Jolul Clark,

Ohedinh Hohnes, und .10Iln Crandall, und
theni to keep, nutill tho next Couuty UOtll,t to
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be Ileld at Boston, tbat they 11lay then and
there ans,ver to such conlplaillts as nlay be
n.Ilegotl n,go.illst thonl, for l)eillg tukeu l)y tIle
Constable at a Plivate Meeting at Lin upon
tIle LOl"ds tIay, exercising aillollg thell1Selves,
to ",luuH tIi"ol"~ of tho ~1\~\\'1l ropnirod, luul
joyned ",ith tIlem, an(l that in the tinle of
Publick exel"cise of tIle "rol"Shill of Go<l j as
also fOl" ofrensively distlll"bing tIle peace of
the Cong'l"egation at their cODling into tIle
Pul)lique Meeting ill tIle tinle of Pl"oyer in
the afternoon, and for saying Bud lURuifest
iug' tbnt the Ohurel. of I ..ill ,,'a~ not consti
tuted aceordiug to the oreler of our Lord,
l~C., for suell otllor things ll~ HlltLll lJe alleged
agflin~t theIn, concerning tIleir Hetlucillg ELlul

c1ra,ving nside of others after tlleil" erroueous
judgelllents and practices, and for sllspition
of baving tlleir hands in tIle lie-baptizing of
one, 01' Inure UUlOUg \lS, as also for ueglecting'
or refusing to give ill Hufficiont f;ecurity fOl'

their u.ppenl'lLllCe at the said (jolll't; ]16reof
fail not at YOUl· pelill, 22. 5. 51.

ltou. llIUDOES."
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l'he ,~enft.~J"-.oe of Ilohlle~, (the 8entence8 of (Vlfll'ke
• I

an,l f. 'r((JulaI11'oere ,lJ'aHOJl U}) in t~hnila1' lan-

fl""!ll', fh('}'(~ lJeinf/ .,,1iflht l'((riatiolls in the
((('(O",'((lt;on,'( ttlul the 1)()JI((II;t~8.)

"FOrltSnlnch HH yOll Obediah HohncR, lleillg
CHIl)(' into thiK .TnriKtlietion nl»ont the 21 of
the l)th 1\1. <lid luoet at O))C "Tillinul "Titters

hOURe Itt Lin, nn<l (lid hear priYntely (l\11d nt
other tiU1CH heing" un Exco]nn)uni(~ntc pel'HOll

ditl tnke UPOll you to Preaell uud to Baptize)

Up01l tIle Lords da~", and otller dayeR, Rnd
heing tnken the1l1lY tIle Constable, aud eOluiug"

nftel°,,·nr(l~ to the J\RfotOlllhly nt JJill, <lid in (lifol
l"('~l'l,(·t of U'O ()rclill:t1H~o of (Jocl :"'1(1 hiM

"Tol'Hhip, keep OIl your hat, tbe Pastor lleing
ill !>rnyer, iU80111uell that you' ,,·onld not give
reyereu('e ill Yei1ing" yonr bnt, till it "·ftR forecc1
oft' your heud to the distUlol »ullce of the (Jon

gregntiou, a11(l professing against the IllRti

tntion of the Chnrch, as not heiug accordiug'
to the ({oApell of .TeRns (JhriRt, find that yon
the snitl ()1letlinh Hohlles did upon tIle clny

follo"·ing llleet agnin at the 8uid 'Y"illinlllR
"~ittt~l'H, jn ("()lltoHlpt of l\nthority,yo1t hoillg'

H*
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then ill tIle custody of tIle Law, 8u<1 did there
receive tbe BaCl"anlent, being EXCOlllllluuicate,
luul you di(l Daptize suell as ,velie Daptize(l
befol"e, an(l thereby dill necessQlily delly the
Ba}ltisnl that ,vas 1lefo1'e l\dlUinistcred to he
lJul-thnu, t,ho (11ull"(!hoK uo (n111r(~llUH,n.uel nlHu

uthel" 01"dillanCes, 8ntl Millistol"s, as if all
\Vel"e a Nllllity; And also <lid deny the In,,'·
fullness of Do,}ltizing of Infants, 8ud all this
tends to tIle <1iS]101l0111" of God, the despising
the ol"dinances of God anlollg 118, the peRce
·of the Cl111rcheH, 0,11(1 seducing tho SnhjectH

·uf thiH (Joluulou,,'onltll fruIll tho trntll of tho

-Gospel of Jesus Christ, and llerverting the
·Htl"lLit 'VtLiOH of tllo Lord, tllo Court dotIl tiuo
you 80 }loull(ls to be paid, or sllfficient SUl"e
ties tluLt tIle sai(l SUID sllall be }lu,id by the

til"st day of tile next Court of Assistants, 01"
else to be "Tell ,vhipt, and that yon 8halll"e

Dlaill in PriBO]l till it be paid, 01" seCll1ity briven

in f01" it"

D.y tho (lo111't,

ENonEAHl~ N(nYELI••"



J~:"l1'(lt:t8 ,(1101n tne letle11 n,f IloI1ne.~ to .(rie/lffs

;/1. IJo}ltlon, lllltlr(J88eff-

"{Tuto the 'Yell hcloyed 131'cthrcu, ,Jolill
SpilHhnry, "Tillialll !{iH'en, and the rest that
ill London stand fast in tllat Faith, and con
tinue to ,,·alk stedfastly in that Ol'del" of tIle
.(lospell ,,-llieI1 ,,-as once deliYel'ed lluto the
Snillts l)y JeHl1R Christ. Ol)odial1 Hohues an
lln,,"ol'thy ,vituesH that Jesus is tIle LOl,a, and
of 18te It Plisouer for Jesus sake at Boston,
selldeth gl"eetiug." After giyiug an account
of llis cOllyersion, change of religious ,·ie,,·s
and alTest lJy tIle Plymollth court, in con
nection ,,'ith t,,"o otllers, all of WllOlll ,,·ere
Revel'ely l"epliuutndetl fl,lul <.Iiscllarged 'YitIl
out }Juuislullent, tIle lettel" contillues-

uNot long after these tl'oubles I calue upon
occasion of busil~esse into tIle Colony of tIle
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Mu.tllo.tl1sets, ,,·itll t,ro otllel' Dretlll"eu, us

lJrothel" OIUI')\:, 1)oing 0110 uf tho t,,·o, Calll ill

forlll yon, "').U1"U \\'0 t1n'oo ,,'oro upprohtHuletl,

carried to tIle prison at Doston, uu<.l so to the

UOllrt, Rud ,,"ere all seutenced; ,rllut they

laid tt) IUy cllnrg'e, yon lURy hero rentI ill IllY

sentence: ,rpOll tIle }lrOnOllllciug of ,r)lich I
,,'eut fro111 tIle Bar, I expre~t IllY ~elf ill tlu;ise
,,'ordH: I hle88e Gu(l I aUl counted ,rol,thy to

Hl1frel' f01' the lUlIne of Je8ns; ""bel'eupt))1

John "rih~()ll (theil' Pnstor lUi they (~a.ll bian)

titl'()ok ll1e l)efore the tludgeulellt Seat, nua

t·l\l'H(~,l IUO, Kuyiug-, 'I'ho (~lll'KH of (hul UI"

J e~ns g"ue ,,'ith thee; HO ,,"e ,,'ere cn.rrictl to
the Pri~on, ,,·here not lOllg ufter I "'US tlc
priyecl of IUy t,,·o loying Friends; fit ,,·h()~e

(lepartnre the Adversary Htept ill, touk boltl

011 IUy ~ph'it, atlltl tl'oul,lot1luo fur the tipnco

of au bonr, fuul thon the LUI'a efUlle in, {\luI
~n\"eetly releeyed 1l1e, causing n1e to look to

laililHolf, Ho \\'u.s T Htayotl, '1.)1(1 )'ofl'osll(J(l ill tho
tboug'hts of IUy God; and ulthoug'h during
tlle titue of IllY Illl}ll'isoll111CHt, tho rrClul-ttn'
,rats hnsie, yet it plea~ed (~oll IiO tu libuul ut

IUy rig'ht Iu\,ud, thut the nlotioll~ ,rere hut
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'Slldden,I\11<1 so YRllislled a,,"ay; and altllougII

there "·ore that ,vould have lll\y(l the llloney

if I ,,·on](l n.eeept it, ynt I <1nl'Rt not 't(aeept of

1.1-eliyel'tU1CO in RllCh It ,,·ny, nud tllerefore D1Y

·nns"·er to theul "·RS, tIlat altllougll I would

nckno"rledge their love to a cup of cold

"Tater, yet eoul(} I uot thunk thelll fOl' tlleir

JllODey if they should pay it: so tbe Court

·dl'e,," neer, Rnd tIle uig-ht befol'e I should

'BUffel' Reeol'ding to IllY sentellce, it pleased

God I l·ested and slept quietly; ill the Illorll
iug nutllY }'riends CRlne to visit Ine, tlesirillg

DIe to tltke the refreAlllllcllt of "Tine, nud

other (~oJllfortM, lnlt IUy resolution ,yas not

to drink ""'ille, nor Rtrong tlrillk that day

untill llly punhduuollt "'01'0 oycr, n))d tIle

l·enHOll ,vns, lest in caRe I 11Rd I110l·e streugtll,

-eournge nnd holduesse than ol'dinarily could
l)e expected, the ,r,rorld sbould either say lle

is drunk ,,·ith ne'Y '''',Tine, or eIRe tbat tIle

cOlufort and streng-th of the Creature hnth

'Cfi.1Tied hiIll throngh, hntIllY conrse ,,·as tIlis:
I desired Bl'otllel' Jolul Hazell to beal· IllY

Friends COlupallY, Rnd I lJetook lHyReIf to IUy

Chaluhcr, ,vhere I Illig-Itt conuutllliente "'ith
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my God, COIDluit 1l1yself to bini, unll l)eg

strength frOI11 llill1.

AIl(1 ,vIlen I
hen.r(1 tbe yoyce of IllY I(oeper CHllle for 1116,
·eyeu (~lleerfn]lleKtoIe aid (~())ue upon U1e, luul

taking D1Y Testau1ent ill IllY hand, I ,vent
along ,vitII hill1 to the }llace of execntion, und
after COlUlllon salutation tllere stood; tIlel'e

stood by also oue of the l\Iagistl'ates, by
name l\Ir, Encrease Nowell, 'VI10 fOl~ a wllile
ke11t silent, an<1 spoke not a "Tord, and so did

I, cx.peetiug" the (toyel'1l0rs In'e~ell(~e, l)nt he
CIUlle not, But nfter fl, ,vhile Mr, N o\,pell batl
tho ]~xccnti()llor (lou hiM Onieo, thou I dosil'ed
to speak a fe,v ,vords, lnlt 1\lr, N0,,'el1 all
tH,pcretl, it iH Hot llO'" at tillu~ to Hponli, ,vhol'O

upou I took loaye, Iptn'IUiMtiiolll ILlul ~u.i(l,

1\1eu, l31'ctlll'eu, Fathel'H, u,lltl (~()nHtroY-lnell,

I l)cscol~h yon givt} Iua leu.YO to ~pou.k U 10\\'

,,'o)'tlH, fuul tho ratIter, l)o<alnKo 1101'0 aro UULJJy

~1)ectato1'8 to see 111e pnllh~he(l, ELlul I lUll to

senl ",.itll IllY Blood, if (to<1 goive Ille stl'cugotb,
that ,,'hieh I hol(1 n.\ul prnc.~tit3o ill l'ofcroucu

to tbe 'Vord of God, and the testilllouy of



APrE~J>IX II 95·



IDe, ill giving Ille l'epelltnllce to'VUl'<1s (lu(l,.
and faitll ill Jesus Cblist, and 80 to be 1Jal)-'
tizotl ill \vutor l)y n. }IcHHCUgclo of J CHl1H iuto·
tIle nalDe of tIle Fatller, Sou, an<.l Holy Spilit,.
whel-ein I have fello,vsIlip ,vith 11i111 ill his.
tlenth, Innin,1l, allul rH~111TO(~tioll, I n.Ul 1)U'V

cOlue to be baptized in afflictions by YOl\l'
hauds, that so I 1118y llave fnrtIler fello,vshillo
witll my LOI'd, 811(1 aiD not ashanle<1 of bis.
suffelings, fOl' by his stlipes aln I Ilealec1;.

And 8S tIle Inall began to IllY the stroaks
npon my back, I said to tIle l)eOl11e, tIlougIl

IllY Fleal1 811011hl fnil, una IllY Spirit sllouhl
fail, yet Clod W0111d not fail; so it pleased the
LOI,a to eOlue iu, RUt} so to fill lUy Ile8lot and
tongue as a vessell full, and witll an audible
vuyee I Itroke forth, prnyillg nnto the IJor<1
not to lay tIlis Sill to tlleil" ellal'ge, an(l tell
ing tlle people, That now I fOl1nd he did not
fail DIe, and therefore now I S11011}(1 tl-ust llim
forever ,vho fniled Ule )lot; for ill tl,tth, as
the stroaks fell upon me, I had such 8 Spilit
naIl manifestation of God's presellce, as the

like thereunto I never llad, nOl" felt, nol' can
with 1IesIlly tongue expresse, and tIle ont,vo,rcl

- - -- ---- -----1
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puiu ,,·n~ Ho l'CJllOye<1 frOUl lue, that indeetl I
1\11\ Hot nItlo to (lo(~ln,re it to yon, it "rnA AO on,Hie

to Ilte, thnt I eouhl ""ell hen.r it, yen Rnd ill a

JUnH1lCr folt it not, nlt,llongh it 'Yfi.R grievouR,

ItR the HpectntorR Rn.itl, the l\IftU Rtrikillg ""ith
nIl his Htrellg-th (ycn RpittiJlg" OJl hiH 111\1)(1
three thllOH, nH lIutllY u.f1irlltotl) "'ith It t,hreo
(~()n.1"(lo(l ,,·hip, giving" IItn t,hnr(n"it,l, t,hi ..t,.y

~tr()nks; ".bOll ho lu\(1 100Ho<1 HIe frolH the
l~()Ht" h",,,illg- joyfnll1oAHo ill JUy henl't" :nul

checl'fnluesHo ill Illy Coulltellfi,llCO, aM the
SpectatOl'fi ohRer,·etl, I told tIle l\Ing-iRtrntcR,
'yon 111\,·0 Rtl'nek IIle nR ,,,ith ItoHeH; nlltl Hfl,i(l

II10rOO"er, Althong-h the Lord llnth I1I1\t10 it
CURio to Jilt', .ret I pl'n.y (tc Hl it. 1I1n.y 1lot ho
In.itl to yonr cllnrg-e. After thiR lllRUy caIue·

to Inc, rcjoycillg' to see the po,,,er of tho Lorc1
1l1ftuifeAtccl in ,,"eltk fleRh; lnlt Rinfnll floRIl
tnkeR oecfiRioll herehy to hring- othorR ill

tl'oul)lo, illfol'lllR the l\Iag'iRtrntes hereof, and
RO t,vo Iuore ftre nppl"ehelldecl ftR for contenlpt
of l\1tthol'it.y, t,hnro 1"\llleR ,,"orn .John Hn.:t.oll
nlHl ,J olIn Spnr, ,rho Cfl,IUe illdoe(l nll(l t1i<1

shake Ule hy the lu\11<1, but did nse no ,vol'c1s
of coutelllpt or reprofl,ch unto fl,llY; no nutll



enn prove tbnt the first spoke n.ny tbing, luu.l
fen" the Hecou<1, be only HaitI thUH, IJlesHec1 l)e

UI(} l ..or.1 ; yot thOHl) t,,'o for tu.liiJago tUB l)y the
hund, n.nd thUH Baying aftel" I had received

lily }llluisIlluent, ,,'ere sellteucel1 to lluy 40

HhilliugoH, Ol' to hu ,,·hipt." ]~OUl "'01"0 rCJHo)"CJ,l
ugn.illst puying their ~'ine: Nevel'theless after
one 01" t,vo tlayeH ilupriHOllJUellt, Ol1e pnyed
,10hll SpurR !1'ille, aud he 'VlLf=I releaHed, and
u.fto)" Hi x or ";0\'011 tlU)'''H TIIlpl'iHOUJllout of
Brothel' Hazell, oven the dny ,vbeu he sbould
hn.ve 8uffel'etl nIl other payc(l hi~, ;lntl so he

escnpecl, a])(1 the next .lay ,rout to visit It,

Fricu(l ahout c; lnilefi frolu 11oHtoll, ,,-here he
t.ho s,uuo day fell Hick, autl ,vithiu 10 tlayes
1.0 euded tl.is life; ,vhell I ,vas Coute to tIle

Prisoll, it please(l God to stir 11}1 the benrt of

an old acquaintance of Inine, who ,vitll 11111C]1

tell<lerness6, lil{e the good Hu.nln.ritn.u, pOU1"eel

oyI into 111Y ,vound, and })laistei."ed IllY sores;
hut thero Wn.H In"OHcut infol"1l1n.tioll g-iVOll wiant
'Vn,M dOlle, u,lld inquiry uln.de ,vho ,,"as the
()hirurgiou, und it ,\\'as conllllonly reported he

Hhou},l ho HOUt for, lnlt ,,,lint ,yaH .louo, T yot

kno'v not. No'v tIlus it hnth pleuse<1 the
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l"ather of l\IcreicH fiO to <1iHpose of the tuatter,

that IllY Bouds and IIUpl'isOlunellts have beeu

no hhulernuee to tIle OORpel, for before IllY

l'etnru, Honle 8ullluitted to tIle Lord, Bud ,,-ere

huptized, ftlld <1i,'erR ,vere put upon tIle "'ay
of enqniry; An(l )un\' l»ciug- n<1viHcc1 to llu"l{(~

lUJ' CHcfLl»c )>>y uig'ht, hcenllRc it "'UR l'ep(n'ted

thnt thero ,,'ere "Tnrrn,uti.q forth for lue, I tle

Illtrted: nu(l tIle next day nfter, ,vIlile I 'VRH

on Illy ,TOlll'Uey, t,1,c (~ollHt.:Lhln (~all,n to HO:lI°(~lt

at the hon~e "'here I lo<1goed, so I escuped

theil' I1I1U(lH, auel ,,'as by the gouod band of IllY

]lenyellly Father 1))'ongllt hOllle again to IllY

Ileer reIn tiOl1H, )n~" ,,,ife, 1\.11(1 eig-ht ehildrell,

l.he 131'ct·hl'cll of onr 'l'(n\"n ftJltl l)l'ovidcuee

hnyiug taken pniuR to lueet Ille 4 luiles ill tIle

,,"o()(lH, ,,-here "'e rejoJeocl togother ill the

Lol'cl. r!'hUR hnye I gi"Cll :ron ItR hriofl.v Ufo; I

enu, n true l'elation of thiugs: ,vbcl'efore IllY

Brethren, l'ejoyce "'ith Iue ill the LOl'd, and
gi,·e nIl g'lol'y to hilu, fOl' lIe is "'olttlly, to

"'lu))ll l)e prnif4e fOl' eyerUlOre, to ,,,IIOll} I

eoulJuit yOll, nnd put up IllY earuer.;t pl'ayers
for yOll, that hy Illy late experience, ,,·Ito

hu,re trusto(l in (to(l, und hnve Hot hcen <10-



100

ceivcc.l, yOll nlUY t11lSt in billlilerfectly: ,,·bere
foro IllY dourly l)oloyod 11rothrulJ trllHt ill the
1~c.Jl·c.l, uuc.l you i;llull not l)e usluuued, lUll"

confouude<1, HO I a180 rC8t,

Yours in the bOlld of (Jhnrity,

OUEDIAH HOL)(EH."




