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that committee. To bls courageoul accept:mce of pro\'ed at ita I_ion in January,1768. A aman· ad­
responlibillty and his Itrong financial support tbe ditiun to the territory embraced in thia act w. made 
friendl of the school largely attribute ita rescue froln on the southern line by the Legillature of 1766, aDd 
pecuniary embar1'888ment lind ita lubaequenL remark- a few changes bave been made since that date, t.he 
able development. By a vote of the corporation in moat importaDt of which wal iD 1871, wheD aU that 
1889, wheD he retired from the office oftreuurer, Mr. part OD the ealt of the Nuhua River wu taken for 
CummiDp' Dame waa applied, in perpetuity, to the I the new toWD of Ayer. As at preseDt CODBtitUted, it 
Laboratories of MiniDg Engineering and Metallurgy, contaiua an area of about sixteen and a half aquare 
in recognition of hiB seI'Vicea. miles, and iB quite irlfgular in form. From ita ex­
. Mr. Cumminp' remarkable dillintereatednNS in treme Dorth point to ita lOuthern liDe it il seven aDd 
public life, hisllflvere integrity, combined with great one-halfmilea, and itl'grf&teat width four miles. The 
kindlineu in persoDal iDtercou1'll8, his powerful iDtel- Squannacook River bound .. it Dorth and eut, rUDB 
lectual graap and Itrong Scotch·AmericaD .enae southeasterly from the TownseDd liDe on the west to 
have made him one of the most useful citizens of hiB near tbe centre of ita eaatern line, making the ex­
native Commonwealth. treme north an acute angle. Groton joins it .on tbe 

CHAPTER XXXII. 

8HIBLEY. 

BY llKV. JOSEPH CllBHOIlE. 

SRIRLEY wal originally a part of Groton. It wal 
let oft' from the parent town aDd iucorporated u a 
ailtrict of the Province of Ma88achusetts by an act 
of the GeDeral Court at ita Bealion in January, 1768. 
Six yean prevloualy, at the March meeting of the 
toWD or Groton, the following petition,· ligned by 
JohD Whitney and thirty-two othen, uking for the 
separation, W81 presented: 

"To th. 10b.bU.nll of tb. town of Orotoo. _bled III toWII' 
_tlnl 011 tb. 11_"1 of _.rcb. 17f7: 

., 'lb. pelllloo of n .. tI,. MlbIerI ..... ;bel ... all loh.blt.oll of tb. toWII 
of Oroton. aton.Jd. humbl, Ibow.1b that ,our petltlODI .. 1111 lIYe ID 
tb. Illt ... _ perI1I of tb. tOWD.· .Dd bJ Ibat m ..... a",l_paella"" to 
att.nd pabllc wonblp coDitantl,. eUhll' oune .... or f_lII .. ~ aDd tie-
IDI ...... bll of ollr bolol .. , olliD order for a preclDct will ... of ..... ' 
.. nice to .... w. deel ... lhlltw.1IIaJ ..... , oil bl ,b. bollDeLI, WIL, .... 10· 
Dlnlla' lb. _lid, of th. SqIlllD_k dVfr. and 10 nan IIp .. d r1YlI'tllI 
It_ ... to To._Dd 1I ..... lId Ib.D bl T __ Dd.Dd LU"'Dbars ii_till 
It cometh to 0_ .... tI'wll& comer •• nd .. hI tb ..... th II ... In .. d 
towll until It _tb to ~II' (NUbIlll) r1YJr •• Dd th.D nau do.D .. d 
rlv.r till I' cometb to H.rvard cora.r, .od tb.n abou' II mil. on Bar· 
nrd IIOr'lI liD" aDd tb.D ll1rD to ,b. Dorth aod nao 10 tb. _. brouk 
ID Cokon (Ca_ or 1(0' __ ) tum. wb .... .-ple ..... rall, ~ 
ov.r. and from Ib_ to lb. mODIb of Squan_k r1v .... h ...... 
11_ "'K1UI ~ and lour petllloD'" U bound ID dU'1 will .ver pral. eta. 
Jobn WbItO.,. Jobn WIllIa .... Dayld Oould. JohD"Keleel. I'blo.hu 
Burt • .I_ph WIIIon. TII_u LaulhtoD. Jam ...... "_n. Jonathan 
Oould, B ..... rt 0.1117. Jobn Will ....... Jr •• Ja<'Ob Willi ....... WUlI .... 
1' ..... 11. JOIIM LoocJ'l. Ollv.r 1' ..... 11. Iaaa Holden. Jarath_1 
!'owen, 1'II1lemoo U ...... D. 81e1.h." Jloldeu. Jr •• WillIam 81mOlld., WII· 
1lan,l'rolton. WIIUa .. Willi ....... 110"11' hrwoll. ' .... 1' hrweIl. Jobu 1&,_". Ju, ...... rk. &" .. 1 I ...... .I_I'" lludp, 11_ 1Ie"lIat&, Jr •• 
Val.b Dartlel&, mDcll Uarrll, Calub livid,,,. U ..... kl ... llewlell." 

The petition was read II 8t the anniversary meeting 
in Groton, March 1, 1747, and the prayer thereof 
granted. except the land on the euterly lide of Lan­
cuter (Naahua) river." A delay of nearly lix yeara 
occurred after thil action uf Groton con88Dting to the 
divilion before aD act of incorporation was obtained 
from the General Court. Thia wu paaaed and ap-

north, Groton, Ayer and Harvard en the east, Lao­
caater on the south, Lunenburg and TownseDd on the 
W8lt. Ita distance from Boston iB thirty-eight miles. 
The name of Shirley wu given it in honor of William 
Shirle" Governor of the Province of Maauchuaetta 
at the time of ita incorporation. 

The firat meeting of tbe district after the act of in­
corporation waa held March 1, 1768. The W&mUlt 
calliDg this meeting reads as followl : 

"XIcldI_II. 88. To 1f.11I.01e' n ......... ID IblrleJ. In tb. DIItrIot of 
Orotou. In ..... OuUDll of Mldda-s. GreetJDI: 

.. Bl virtu. of tb. power aDd flulborllJ liy.n to .... tIM ._It_. 
bJ aD .ct of tb. 0 .... ' .Dd O .... ral Court of M_b_tl Be7. ID If •• 
DaIIaDd. for dlYldlDII lb. TOWD of Oroton, .Dd makloll a DlIlrtct bJ lbe 
....... of Shl .... ,. to _11 lb. IIni -'1.1 of tbe IDbabltan .. of ...... ... 
trlct, :rOD .... berebl ""ulnd. ID hie ~III&J'. _. to ...... aD. 
live notl .. to all ...... hol ........ oIh.r lo ... bllan ...... 11 .... hI Ia. to 
TOt. ID Town. Dlatrlc& aDd Pari ........ " ... t~ _hie aDd _, .a Mr. 
John Whll""I'. In ..... 8blrl" OD lb. I'lnl daJ of Ibrcb noa a' nina 
of ,he oIock In lb. ronDOOD. I 

"1'111& to cb_ a DlClClerator to ....... _Id JDeetI ... 
.~. Tv do_alllDcb olllel .. for"d dJ.trlc' u other toWDe bJ law 

.... enJOIn'" to cl ...... , th.lr .... DnaI ... tI .... 
" • .,.. To eonch ..... b .... lb. n.lIa d ...... c' .. lI&lollbaII ... held .... 

make du. retUrD of lour dolD" borelD. to 1DJ .. lf •• 'or bef_ nl .. 01 
lb. clock of tb. abov. _ld"l. 01_ D ....... Dll haDd.Dd .... a' 81011' 
'" tI,lI nlnlb clal of I'lb ... .,.. A.D. 1163. In tb. 2Itb fear of ble ... 
J0I11·' mp. Joux WBIftIU." 

The officera chosen at tbia meeting were a moder­
ator, town clerk, selectmen, 88118ilOlII, coDstable, high­
way lurveyora. tithingmen, lealer of weights aDd 
measures, sealer of leather, feDce-viewera, field-driven~ 
cut'r for IwiDe, d"r-rea"ea, lurveyor of lumber, 
pound-keeper. The number of inhabitanta at this 
time is not definitely known, but it iB. though' to 
have been about 400. In 1800 the popUlation wu 
718; in 1860 it waa 1460. But in 1871 the Incorpora­
tion of the town of Ayer took a part or ita territory 
and reduced ita populatioD. The present number i. 
about. 1600. The property valuation riaeI a liU}e 
above 1600,000. and the annual producta above ,200-
000. From 1876 to 1886 there was a decrease of its 
manufacturing Induatriea from fony-two to eighteen, 
cauled by the lluctuatloDI· and depreuioD in the va­
rioUB brancbel puraued. A gradual recovery from 
thiB condition il now being witneaaed from year to 
year, aDd the water privileg.., yet unWled, togethM 
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with the facilities for traDsportation and the natural 
attractions of the place, which in beauty of scenery 
and healthine&ll oflocation is excelled by few, should 
render the full return of its former activit.y and pros­
perity a matter of but a few yean. 

The first settlement made within the territory hi­
eluded in the district was about 1720, and the first 
farms cleared and -occupied wore In the northern 
part. 

The soil presenk lOme featurea quite distinct from 
that of the neighboring towns. Along the rivers 
there are large tracts of iote"ale land that are excel­
lent for t.illage, and that yield large h~ests to reward 
the faitbful cultivator; and upon the higber lands 
there are mauy valuable farms. There is also much 
woodland covered wit.h oak, walnut, cheatnut, birch, 
maple and pine. Running through a part of the 
town is an extensive range of coarse !!late, which 
begins in Bpylston and continuea through Lancaster, 
Harvard and Shirley to Pepp'!rell. There is a large 
acre&ge of Ught, 8&ndYlOil. But the moat important 
feature, and one that- adds much to the beauty of the 
natural scenery, as woll &I furnishing valuable power 
for various mechanical industries, is ita numerottl 
water-courses. The largest of theee is ~he Nashua 
River, which runs through the lOuthern and eastern 
part, while the next in importance is t.he Squannacoolr 
which runs along the northeastern boundary and 
110ws into t.he Nashua near the line bet.ween Groton 
and Ayer. The Catacunemaug is formed by the 
juuction of two St.reaIDl, one of which rises in Lunen­
burg, aod the other in Lancaster. It flows through 
the southern part of the town and empties into the 
Nashua on the southeutern boundary. By. realdenta 
along a part of its course it is familiarlyli:nown u 
Bow Brook, having received this name from Mi .. 
Sarah C. Edgarton, afterwards Mra. Mayo, who lIang 
its praises in a beautiful poem," written in 1838, the 
first. two verses of which we here give: 

II J'ar tD a wild aDd taa,led ,leD, 
Wh .... PDrpI. Areth_ weep-

A boWer -.-e. trod b, mortal D,'_ 
A baaD& wb .... tlmld dl7_I1 .. ,­

A little duclDg, -preWIDg tblng, 
Sweet Bow Brnok, tutor of mJlDut I 

I'y. _ th, 111m 4llllftlllllprlng 
I'IOID 'ooD&IIIII or OUIaIlan di_ 

II A wilder or more 13'1 ... epot, 
B.'arwooed a poet'. reet to _; 

:Bot '·'D Caln-o·. cllllllo gro& 
WODId be 10 1& a r .. .,.·. home. 

'1b, b\JC\aeD bou .... 10 ID~rlaoed, 
TbM _ the ftDlt or b .. .,.n II_D, 

Wltb ptDcIaD& ?lu ...... wIldtr greeed­
AD arbor or __ DcleDt greeD." 

Another Itream, of much larger importance than 
ita name would imply, is known as Mulpus Brook. 
o.u thelle aeveral water-courses are many fine pri vileres, 
the t;est being upon the Catacunemaug. Some of 
these are improved by valuable manufacturing inter­
eets; but there ia .till a large amount of water-power 
unoccupiecL' 

BURIAL-GROUND.-Oue of the flr.t needa to receive 
attentiou after the district was incorporated was a 
place for the burial of the dead. In September, 1753, 
a committee of five was ciJosen U to find a centre for 
the diatrict, and lo find a burying-place." The spot 
selected by the committee seems not to have been 
favorably regarded by the inhabltantll, R8 anotber lo­
cation was liooured. The land chosen for tbe purpose 
belonged to t.he .. Proprieton of Groton," and at. a 
meeting held by them March 7, 17M, the f<!lIowing 
vote waa pused: " 4". Voted to ye District of Shirley. 
fonr acres of land (where t.heir burying-place now is) 
for a burying-place and a training field, in said dis­
trict, and tbat ye Proprietors' committee be directed 
to layout the same, providlng it doth not infringe 
upon any former particular grant." 

The cDmmittee made the following record of their 
work: 

.. BlllrI." April n, 1766. '111en we, &be IUllecrlben, punaant to ,. 
yot. or ,. Proprleton or Groton, ba.,e Illd out a JIfIIC" or IAneI for a 
bnl7ln,.pJ-, etc., In ,. dI.trlc& of Sblrle" ""d bouDda u followetb : 
bellDnlng at th. nort .... · .. com •• , M a cb.anll& tree; thence ,e lin. 
nDi _tberl, t.en17·.igllt pol ... to a red .. k &ret; tbl"ce -.rt1 
t.entJ·foor poIee, to al'Ml .... k ; tbe,,~ nurtl"'17 twe,,17·ellll& pol .. to a 
.r..I wblte oak tree; tbence wllterl, t.entr·rour pol .. to ,. cboet,,"& 
1m mentioned; th. _e JtMM or land conlallll ro"r lleret aDd IIltteeD 
pol... S" •• PIIucon', Prop·" Clerk. 

.. \VILL"'. LA ....... ~ } 

.. THO.". T"un", COmmltt ..... 
II S".IlU T" •• rIo", 

.. B ... J". P"aIaa. 

This giftcaJled forth the following action at a meeting 
of the district r.onvened for the purpole: U Voted tD 
chllse a commit.tCle to return thanks to the Proprietors 
of Groton fur a Piece of land for burying-place a!1d otber 
uses. Lieutenent Powers, Mr. S.lI~uel Walker, Mr. 
Richard Herrington, Captai n Harrhl, Ensign Walker 
tD(JI chosen thia committee." The unatable nature of 
the Iandmarb left the land giv"n somewhd open to 
encroachment in subsequent years, 80 that land was 
obliged to be purchased for the enlargement of the 
burial·ground in 186', the larger portion of the gin 
remaining in public p08888llion being then occupied 
as the church lot and a public common. One and 
one-quarter acres were at this time purchased. In 
the following year, 1865, Thomas E. Whitney made a 
gift of an additional amount, with conditions tha' 
were accepted and agreed to- by the town. In 1849 a 
purchase was made by the town for a new cemetery 
at the South Village. It borders on the Catacun&­
maug, and is partially covered with a young growth of 
wood and finely adapted for the purpose. Artistic 
taste combined with the fine natural scenery will iu 
time make it one of the moat beautiful of burial­
placea. It is enclosed with a fence composed of stone 
posts and irou rails or ban on three sides. That part 
of the fence which separatea the grounds from the 
street was the gift of Mr. N. C. MUnlOn, Rnd 11'118 built 
under bu supervision at an expense of $5000. It is 
an iron structure resting on a Bolid granite founda­
tion, with an elaborate and finely conatructed gate-
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way at tlle cenlre i the column8, arches and entabla­
tures composed of Nova Scotia sand8tone. 
, TowN-Hou8B.-From t.he incorporation of the 
diltrict, in 1768, until the meeting-house WII8 built, in 
17M. meeting. for municipal purpoles were held in 
private hoUBel. From that time until 1889 the 
meeting-house was the place for the transaction ofthe 
public buainell8. During the larger part of thia pe­
riod, if not the wll0le of it, the meeting-hou88 wu 
the property of the, town. But in the ecclesiastical 

. changeS which tranlpired and the' 8t'paration of the 
church from municipal ovenight, "The Fint Con­
gregational Society," which wal organized in 1822; 
became the legitimate 8ucceaaor of the Town Parilh, 
and held the legal claim to the property. ExteD8ive 
alteration8 and improvements were made in the 
houle in ,1889, and it. wa! then" c101ed to all secular 
gatherings and objects." Thi8 turned attention to 
the matter of building a town-houae. But no deciliye 
Itepe were taken to thil end till 'eight years later. in 
1847. In March or thi8 year a communication wu 
addr888ed to the 8electmen of the town by the execu­
tora of the will of James P. Whitney, n~tif,1ng them 
of the bequest of 1500 by Mr. Whitney to be appro­
priated towards the building of a town-houae. The 
terms of the bequest were as follo'!l: "I give 'and 
bequeath to the inhabitants of the. town of Shirlt'y 
the 8Um of 8ve hundred dollars, to be appropriated 
towards the building of a town-howie, with a commo­
dioul hall for holding town-meetlnltl,' and 8uitable 
rooml for ,the safe keeping of records, boob and pa­
pers belonging to the town, aDd for the traDuction 
by tbe Selectmen, and all other town officers, of aU 
the town buaint'88 i provided, however, that laid 
iown'-houle 8hall 'l,e located in that part of the town 
now ccnlidered the centre.thereof, but not placed 
near the 80uth 8ide of the land which beloDg~ to 
my late father, bordering on the Training-Field, 80 
called, without the' conlent of tbe owner of said land i 
and provided, allo, that the same Ihall be built 
within three years of the time of my dt'ceue i and in 
cue of failure on t.he part of said iDhabitants to 
comply with the provi8ionl aforesaid, I, then give 
and bequeath the laid.8um, with all the interest. tbat 
may have accrued thereon, to my said daughter, 
Henrietta Parker Whitney, or whoever may be my 
heirs-at.law: 

"I al80, give and bequeath' to the inhabitant8 of 
aaid town of Shirley the 8ulli o{ one hundred dollars, 
the interest of which ia to be annually expended in 
ornamenting the burying-ground now belonging to 
tbe town, by the cultivation of trees and 8hrubbery, 
and otherwise improving the same i and the principal 
8um may be appropriated toward8 the building of a 
hand80me fence .round the same whenever the town 
8hall 80 determine." 

The town voted to accept the legacy and proceeded 
at once with measures for building the town-houle. 
In the mean time Thomas and GdOrge A. Wbitney, 

brothera of James P., and uecutors of bi8 will, pro­
posed to give t600 in aid of the building, and a lot 
of land on which to 88t the same, IIpon conditio DB 

which the town. by vote, accepted and agreed to. A 
building committee was chOlen and tbe work pro­
ceeded with. Ground wu broken on the 17th of 
June, and,on the 6th of July, "the corner-atone was 
laid with imposing e:eremonies." The 8ervice 1I'U 

combined with the 4th of July celebration, which 
came on that day. The addreu was given by the 
Hon. Leonard M. Parker, chairman of the building 
committee. 

The building wu completed at a COlt of t2968.75, 
including the furnishing, andwlIB opened for a meet­
ing of the town on the 19th of September, 1848. 
The public recognition and celebration of the' com­
pleted work 11'0 delayed till the 4th. of Jul" of the 
following year, when Bervicea fitting to the occaaioD 
and to the day were held, with an addre. by Rev. 
Seth Chandler, potor 'of the First Congregation-
alist Society. . . 

POST-OpPlcB.-Few things' in the progr_ and 
rapidly-changing cUltom8 and method8 of our civil 
and aocial life mark the dilference of the present 
from a century or even half a cenlqry ago more 
strongly than our postal facilitiea and methods of 
communication and tranlportation. Not till 8ft,­
('igM yeara alklr the incorporation of tbe town WIS 
there a pOlt-office within its borders. In 1811 one 
was establi8hed at the centre of the town,. and 
Thomas Whitney,. WII appointed postmaster. He 
remained iu office t.iIl hi8. death, a term of thirt,­
three years. About twenty yt'ars after the establish­
ment of this office, the growth and busine81 import­
ance of the 80uth part, of the town required another 
In that section, and one wu there locat4;d, and Dr. 
Augustu8 G. Parker .ppointed postmaster. , 

ALM:SHOUsB.-The ~u8tom prevailing throughOUt" 
the New Eng!a~d townl in the earl, peri~, of ita 
hl8tory for providing for the poor d~pe!ldent upon 
them, wu adoptea in Shirley and continued till 1887, 
a period of eighty-four years. " . 

.. At the annual town-meeting the names of the 
unrortunatell were publicly paraded, aDd they were 
auctioned off, one after. another, by the moderator to 
the lowest bidder." The moral 88n88 'of the people 
was, in a measure, awakened to· the' wrong of thil 
treatment, and~' at 'a town-meeting 'in . M~h, 1768, a 
movement was made for, providing a home for thia 
cll8l, and a committee was chosen." to' provide a· 
work-bouse in thll diltrict." Dut notbing resulted 
from thLl effort, aDd, for 8eventy-Cour yfltoia more, ., the 
gavel of the moderator wu heard at each annual 
town-meeting, hammering oft" ~he bOlrdan.d lodging 
of the unfortunate pauper. to .the lowest .bidder." 
The followi,ng are 8amples f?f; the notices whl'ih, 
were accu8tomed to be pOlted in. the dilferent parts 
of the town: 

.. IMice. The Puor of 'he Town of Shlde, wllJ belol 4!G' 1. Joe., for. 
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one yeu from tb. 3n1 da, ot April aut, OD SatDnI..,. tb. lI\Ith da, or 
lIucb. IuataD&, at ODe o'oIock P.K. at tbe ...... or Tbomu WhIlDe, • 
IvD. 

II JAM. PAaK.a. Ja.. tor the Onneeno" 

.. T.ke lI'otlce. At Wblt.e,·. Ito ... ID 8IIlrle,. OD MOllda, DOXt, at 
leYOD o'cluck P •••• th. wlr. or WillIAm Longle, will be let up at aDC­
don to tbe lOWeR bidder. at .. mach perw .. 1I, (rom tben oW tbellnt 
.t ApriL 8IIlrle7. I'eb. 11, 1821." 

".011... David AtherioD ud IIlII'J Dayll wUl be let ont h, the ..... k 
&lr ODe ,eu or a ... orter lime, at BIIq. Wblm.,'" Itore, KGnda.J. 6 
o·cluclr. P... "'.6, 18211." 

In 1837 this wrong and oppressive cUBt.om was 
brought. to its end. Land and bnildings were pur­
chased, and a comfortable and pleasant bome provided 
where all dependent upon the town could be well 
cared for. 
. The house was that. of Mr. John Whitney, where 
the fint meeting of t.he district for the transaction of 
public busineaa, after its incorporation, was held. 
The farm contained a little more than 100 acres. 
The number of paupers entered and cared for at this 
home, the fint three years after it was opened, varied 
from fifteen to thirty each year. After thiB there was 
a gradual diminiBhing of the number, caused chieJly 
by the effect of the temperance reformation, till .. at. 
the close of the twelfth year there wtre but from t.hrae 
to five who claimed a home in the AlmB·house." 

This cbange led to the disposal of the property by 
a vote of the town, in 1858, a'J an economic measure, 
t;ince then thOle who are dependent upon it for BUp­
port have been provided for in private families, under 
the direction and care of the overseers of the poor. 

MILITARY.-The "French War," which terminated 
in the Burrender of t.he Canoou to the English Gov­
ernment, was in progreu at the time of t.he incorpo­
rat.ion of Shirley. Volnnteers from thiB district were 
in that war. I. Joseph Longley, who held the office 
of first selectman and town clerk, at the organization 
of the district, entered and died in that Benice." In 
the controversies and contests which resulted subse­
quently with Great Britain, on acCount. of the griev­
ances imposed by the King, the district took an active 
and decided part in BUpport of measures for matntain­
ing the rights and libertiea of the Colo.pes. The first 
public action recorded was in reference to the "Stamp 
Act," passed by the BritiBh Parliament. It was at. a 
district meeting held October 18, 1766, when the fol­
lowing instructions to its representative received a 
unanimous vote: "Ordered that Abel Lawrence, 
Esq., Representative, &0., for us and otheJ8 in the 

. Great. and General Court., have a copy· of our views, 
and I, desired to act accordingly. Ie it a matter of 
wonder ihat. every thinking person in tbe Colonies of 
North America is greatly alarmed by the late act 
of Parliament, calJed t.be Stamp Act, .. it a1J'ects 
t.he state and liberty of evert loyal anbject of said 
Colonies Y It Is therefore thought by your constitu­
ents that, at this critical season, you would not be 
unwilling to know their minds upon this important 
affair, We look Dpon said act as a burden, griev9us, 

dlstreaaing and insupportable; not only likely to en­
slave the present, but future generaLions. The great 
and heavy load lying up-on us, occasioned by the late 
war, with ill'l increasing interest, and all other inci­
dental charges lit home for the support of government, 
&c., have sunk us so low already that we are whoUy 
unable to bear the duties impl/aed upon U8 by the 
< Stamp Ac~,' which, if it take place, must and will 
immediately prove our certain ruin. With regard to 
the power of the British ParJiamtnt to lay taxes in 
such a manner, is, you know, a point that has been 
dispu~ witob great warmth on both sides of the 
·question. We are far from saying or acting any­
thing whereby we might be charged with disloyalty, 
as subjects to the beat of kinK', or that we have not a 
proper sense of the British Court, but we do think that 
our charter prlvilegt's and natural rights, as the free­
born sons of Britllin, are infringed upon by Baid 
St.I&mp Act .. Our advice, instruction and direction, 
therefore; to you ia, that upon all proper occasions 
you UBe and exerciae your utmost endeavors and 
Btrongeet efforts. in a modeat, becoming and respect­
ful mannei', to prevent said act from taking place in 
the government; and. that you with a watchful eye, 
upon every occasion, dihgently guard and protect the 
liberties of your country,· to the utmost of your power, 
against all encroachments and innovaLions, Like­
wiae we desire you to frown uPon every attempt for 
raising, by way of tax, any sum or sums of money, 
or consent to dispose of any alreadr 'raised, without 
the conaent of the people, upon any pretence whatao­
ever, except for defraying the neceaaary expenses of 
government. Also we would signify our dislike of the 
late act of violence in the town of Boston, and .every 
other' act of rage committed againlt any particular 
person or private property, anywhere within his Maj­
esty's most loyal and dutiful province of M888&chu­
aetts Bay. FinaUy, your constituents expect that, on 
all occasion., YOD will view their Interest as closely 
connected with your own, and at all timea endeavor 
to promote it, and also t.be interest of the province 
generally. By order of the committee.' John Long-
ley." • 

The repeal of the" Stamp Act," soon after; brougbt 
a brief period of relief. But new grievances call 
forth further action. A circular was.received from!, 
Commit.tee of Correspondence in Boston, Betting forth 
their character, and action therson was taken as 
follo.ws: 

"Th. unaDlmou. proo:-'lDp of the IDb"blta.1I of tb. Dlltrlc& of 
Sblrl.,. belag lqall, ._mbled UPOD 8lijoDrnmeat, JaDa.ry tho 11. 
1m. Badal _I ... d from the metropol18 of tbll ProylDCe their 1'01 .. 
and proceedlDP at the late town-... UDI. ud ba"IDg takeD tbe ...... 
IDto coD.Id .... llon ......... ot the oplDlon th.t ollr rI,bt •• re properl, 
llated b, their aummltt ... ud tbai. th., .... lal'rlnpd ID tb_lneta_ 
m.ndoaed b,·them; aDd w. are mil, )MIno.ded It the JDdps or th. 
Superior Court ot thll Pro"laC8 b."e th.lr .. arI. from tb.klng-rrom 
",b_ .DbltltUIei tbelr appolDtmeat original., .ud ... Itbout ,.h .... oon· 
IIODt (let them bold tI,e ... Ie. of JUIUCO .".r 10 D.eYen) tb., eaDDOt be 
remgYed-that our liberUM .... paU7 lafrlnpd th .... b' ••• d tbat '11'8 
..... 1 b .... DO better cboate for Ju.tIce. ao better llGeurll, of IIfa ."d 
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JIl'Opert" thaa tb. people baYe la &1.0 ..... dnpotlo ooant". aade. 
b_Yea. 

"We. th.,.,t ...... with do. detoreace to the oplaloa of oar rellow· 
.Iect ..... do ""p.- to Db. "preeeatatin Dar ......... tha' be _ the aa. 
-' laRnoac. 'bat the JodI" ot thelUporior COllrt or tb" pro\·I.- be 
placed apon a ooDltlt"tlonal .... 1 .. a .. d tb.lr ."'rII8 ........... to 
I .. ch a Illm u will ... pport tlo.m la a ..... aa ...... tabl. to tlo ... dlplt,r. 
A lid w. woald furtl.er ., &loat I, .. our hed detennl ... tloa to Jola wltb 
&I.e .-pl. t1.ro"lb tlo. oolonl., ..... of tl.11 l'ro.loce la particular. 
_Df .. II, and oonetllutlonall, to 0 ......... Ye., atrlde or deapot ..... alld 
t,rraant, aDd tlo .. w. will .... t lit down _, and conteated IIDtil oar 
r1ghtl a .. d lI"'rtl. are _red to ... aDd w. e~o, tb_ u" the ..... 
g1nnIDI· 

··V .... tbe abo". be .atared Dpoa the nco .... of the Dt.trlct. aDd aD 
aDtloeaticelttd cop, tbereut ... "Dt b, th. Dlotrlct Clerk to the Commit­
"'" or Correepondeoce ot lIcIIlon. aDd a .. other to Jam .. ~t. JCeq .. 
our .. 1 .......... tI... V..,.." ....... tilit OIlr ,...talUl ""kDOwledpe .. " are 
dlle to tbe Inbabltantl ot 110. tOWD or Boatoa tor thur "I,IIa ..... apoa 
tI ... and ruea, oll •• r occuIODI or Ilk .... IU.... . 

"Jo •• Lo.OL&T, DU. cr ... r.." 

During thia year the act putting a tax upon the tea 
brought into the country, pUled .the British Parlia­
ml?nt. Thia fact waa communicated to the selectmen 
of Sbirley by the Committee of Correspondence in 
Boston by a letter dated November 23,1778. On 
thi8, action was taken at the town-meeting in March 
{ollowing, when it W&8 voted unanimoualy : 

"let. That We will aelther b",. IIOr Mil; a"rdrlak (nor _Ir.r It 10'" 
drank la aa, or onr t.mlll .. ) an, toia tloat Ie 1U11I- to an Ame.lcaa 
.... lJ. 2cI. 'lIoat .... will .. ad ..... , to aalt. wltlo our b ... throa tbrough 
tlo. o..lonl.ln ••• ., proper a._n ... to retrie"e our lI ... rtI.., and 10 _ 
.. IoU.1o tI.em apon eacb a arm ..... tlo .. It will be OIlt ot lI.e pow ... at 
leu& ot our ....... nt ....... 1 .. to wnIt lI,em out ot ollr h .. a.... ad. Tb .. t 
w. tllankl or tbe Dt.trlct ...... lid be ... b, .... liven to tbe town at Do. 
tun aDd to the towOI In tbat vlciait, tor ••• ., ratloalll aad proper 
m ......... tI.e, ba"e panll'" ID order to p ... "ent our la_lmable rilbll 
anel p.IYllrgee belnl tor .. from ... b, the artillce and cannlnl or oar en· 
eml.., wbo are .ncI ......... all to rob ... ot tI,e truillor our bo_llId_ 
.".. that the, ala, riot la Idl~a_ aDd IUllu., tb ...... I... 4th. That 
tbe Dlllrlet ellt.r tb. abo"e "otM oa tbe ..... rlc& book or reco ..... alld 
' .... lIIIIIlt aa allOll"" cop, or the abcmt "utM to tb. Oommltlee or Co ...... 
epondODea In Doe."... A true recorcI or tbe "ut .. ·or lb. Dlalrlot or 11101 ... 
I., or tb.lallabltanta tI._t. , 

"Aue.t, OBADIAH SA~u.i., DIMriIll cr.rI:." 

When the time for something more tban expres­
sions of sympathy and promises came, there W&8 an 
equal readint!88 for active duty. A town-meeliog waa 
called January 18,1775, immediately aner the P&8-

sage of the .. Boston Port Bill," at wbich it W&8 

voted, .. That we make soma provision for the 8uffer­
ing poor in Boston and Charlestown, on account of the 
Boston Port Bill, so-called, and that the lI&IlIe be done 
b.1 8ubecription. Francis Harris, John Ivory and 
Obedillh Sawtell were chosen a committee to receive 
the donations of 8aid district for said poor, and 
ordered to forward said donations to Boston or 
Charlestown &8 800n &8 may be." A 8till more de­
ci8ive and important step toward severing the 
allegiance to the mother country W8l'l taken at this 
meeting, in the vote to withhold the I. Province Tax" 
and to stand firmly with the .. &ll8ociation of the Grand 
American Congreaa," held in Philadelphia, in October 
of the previou8 year. The following i8 the record : 
" We, the snbscribers, having seen the 888OCiation 
drawn up by the Grand Am"rican Continental Con­
gretll, respecting the Don-importation, nOD·con8ump-

tioD and non-exportatioD of goods, ete., signed by the 
deleguteB of this and the delegate8 of other coloniee 
of this continent, and having attentively coGsidered 
tbe sam·e. do hereby approve thereof, and of evt'.ry 
part of it i and in order to make the same &B8OCiation 
our personal act, do, by these presents, under th., 
sacred ties or virtue, honor and the love of our 
country, firmly agree and 888OCiate, fully and com­
pletely, to observe and keep all and every article and 
clause in said &B8Ociatlon contained, in respect to ex­
portation, importation and Don-conaumption, accord­
ing to the true intent, meaning and letter of our &aid 
d&legatea, and will duly inform and give Dotice of 
every exception and contravention of said agreement 
08 far &8 we are able; and that we will, so far &8 we 
can, encourage and promote a general union herein; 
&8 witness our hands, this 18th day of JaDuary, £. 
D.; 1775." 

Nor was this an. Meuures having a somewhat 
compulsory appearance were taken t\) bring aJ) the 
inhabitants into thi8 agreemeDt. Thl8 i8 the record 
additional: . 

"At alepl _tlDI at thelDhabltaa .. or the Dlltrlc& or Shirl.,. beld 
on t1o. 181b 01 Jan...., A.D. 11.,6. RMoIYed and "o&ed, tha& the abo ... 
draulht or aa _latlon II approved or.alld tloat the _ .... a""'" I. 
tlo. IIll&r1ct book or reconII, anel tloat lI.e _ ...... Iued \oJ lbe 18" ... 1 
Inloabltanta or aid dt.lrlct. and 110 .. tloe committee 01 ............ lldence 
_ tbat tbe am. _ doDe. or lat ... the dlltrlc& .. tbelr lOUt a~.1 01 .,.e., penoD wbo lIhall ... .., or ... roa.. &0 e1g, &hi ....... 10 tbat tb ..... 
Irict lIII,)' take web IUrtb.r order thereon u W.'lIII,)' thlak .......... 

"At .... , OBADIAII 8A~.u., DIIIrW 0Iarlr." 

Only two months and one day from this date came 
the alarm from Lexington ringing through the 
country. Shiriey, in common with other toWD8, 
W&8 stirred intensely by this hostile advance, and its 
patriotism arouaed. Every man old enough to bear 
arms, but seven, "volunteered his aerviCCl and 
marched to Cambridge." And these seven were pre­
vented, not by any reluctaDce OD their part, but by 
the neceaai"es of their families, or their age and phy­
sical condition. One or.them, William Longley, famil­
iarly known &8:" old Will the miller," bent with age 
and supporting himself with two staves, wanted to 
join the comp.ny. In response to an alln8ion to his 
infirmity, "True," he said, "I cannot handle a mus­
ket, but I can fight the red-coats with my two canes," 
brandiahing these vigorously. Eighty Dames are on 
the roJ) of the Shirley minute-men, who, on the alarm or 
that day, April 19th, marched to Cambridge. Immedi­
atelyafter this came the enlistment of eight montha 
men. Thirty-eight rrom Shirley responded to this call. 
From this time to the opening of the memorable cam­
paign of 1777 many volunteen went for indefinite 
periods. Then came the enlistment for three yean, 
when thirteen entered the service for that term. 
And when the Legi81ature or the State decided that 
one-seventh of all the male inhabitants over sixteen 
years of age, capable of bearing arms should be eD­
listed, the district promptly made its nnmber twentr­
two. And 88 au encouragement to the aervice, it 
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II voted, to give each mnn twenty pounds 81 an ad­
ditional bounty." Besides the call for men, there 
was a call for musketl', military coaw, provisions of 
food, etc., II all of which were readily contributed." 
In the schedule of apportionment amoog the towns 
of'the State, of the thirteen thousand coata required 
by the Provincial Coogre. for the patriot army en­
gaged in the aiege of Boston in the summer of '75, 
twenty-five were asked of Shirley. The respo:lse to 
this request was conveYEd to the Committee of SUll­
pliet in the following letter: 

"To the aenlmen Co.nmlt .. or SupU. appo;ynted b;y Coner-, 1&0., 
To ... &0 lbe PnI.ldlul C10thlnllbr the arm;y. Gulmen: Th_ Are &0 
Inform ;you Iha& the DiII'. of Sblrle;y ba .. acned &0 pro.1de the Parte 
of Coati, Shirt .. Stockh, •• nd Brlleb. to tb_ AIIlped ..... tblrlJl'Ilre 
ofSh_ for tbe IJeonentofthl Contln~ntle arm;y,. 

.. B;y orUr or the Selectmln, 
.. 0 .... 01 ... bwnw.,DIe&. cr. ... 

"Shlrle,. Au .... '.l~ ..... 0.l'n6." 

The most of the three yeara' men enlisted in the 
early part of '77 served in the Fifteenth Continental 
Regiment, which WI8 recruited (rom Worcester and 
Middlesex Counties. under command of Colonel Tim­
othy Bigelow. It was a regiment distinguished for 
ita diacipline and valor, and W81 in many of the hard­
eat-fo:Jght battles of the war. It had part in the' 
capture of Burgoyne at Saratoga, in the trials and 
sufferingl of Valley Forge at the battle of MOD­
mouth, and in the crowning glories of X'orktown. 
A call was made fot additional men for the service 
for a given time in 1780, and the district II voted to 
give each IOldier one, one hundred silver dollara, 
including the forty shillings per month, allowed 
by the state. It W8I allO voted to give them. 
each forty pounds additional in hard money, for 
three months' additional service." The next year, 
1781, at the March meeting an appropriation was 
made for paying the three-years' soldiers, whose term' 
had expired, the amount due them from the the dis­
trict. It W81 If voted to raise twelve hundred ailver 
dollars. or the value thereof in other money, to be 
immediately &88e88ed on the inhabitants of the dis­
trict and others owning property therein, 81 soon &R 

may be.·' This is the last record ~f tile action of the 
district in relation to the Revolutionary War with 
which we have met. There ia ~ention of a commit­
tee appointed by the district, to"see that the families 
of the abient IOldiers were provided for, and we have 
reason to believe that thil matter received faithful at­
tention. The muster-roll of Oaptain Henry Has· 
kell's company of "minute-men" in Colonel James 
Prescott's regiment. which marched. from Shirley, 
April 19, 1775. contained the following names: 

UllU'7 Xanllall, eaptaln ; S,lftnOl Smith. Ill'll lIeutanao&; Bbe_ 
Gowlnl. eecoud UeuteDaDt; John Wuon. IIrpant; Jobn Da .... IIr· 
lleaat; Epbralm Blultb.llrpea&; Tho ..... Benuot&, IIrpAnt; J_ph 
Dod"" corporal; John Xe"", corporal; Aaron Dennett, corporal: Jo" 
.. ph Lonlle,. corporal; Tho ...... Burkmar, drummer; William 
Dolton. drummer; William Dartln ... Eleazar Bartlett, Tlmoth, BoI&On. 
Abel Chua, TI&UI Colburn. Jouatbn Couot, DanI .. 1 Ohatmaa. Am ... 
DoIe,SII&I Da .... Jonau.au Da.I .. Jam .. DloIIeno ... John Dwl~bt, Jobn 
Edpr&cD, Joba Gordon. Ala Bol...... ~ BoldeD. Am.- Holden, Jr., 

1A,,1eI1 Holden. Stepheu lIoldeD. Zacbarlah Holden. Lemuel Bolden. 
.SI_ Hoi ...... A. Barrl .. ShneoD UarriDlloD. JObD B •• koU. D,mj .. 
mla HAlk.lI. Paul Hal •• Setb Harrington. Samuel n ... on, JolIn horr. 
John "UIIP. X.- "onllla, Daulel X_r, " .. hoa LoDII.,. Jolao Lonl' 
10,. Jr" Edmund LoUII~" Jobn Lonll~" Jo ..... Lonlle" Jou .. Lo0I" 
Ie,. Jr .. William Little, W,,1I1e Lillie. Da.ld Pratt. Abel Parker. Abel 
Parker, Jr" Pblueh •• l'ap. Daniel Pap, Tbomu Peabudl. Slmt'On 
Pap, Jr,. Jun .. Page. Peter Parker, Jam •• Parker. O_dlnb Sawtell. 
Jr.; .... Smltb, William s.m .... D. Da.ldSI ..... Dayid Wlla>u, Bphr"hn 
Warre... WIIII_ WIllIa"... lour, Wi..... Aarou Woudbllr" Sa ..... el 
Watker. JOUM Parker. Jr .. Oll.er Llvenuo~. Oll.er "e&ober. J_ph 
Brown. Tho ...... Nlobo ... "ra"cle Mltchen. • 

SU4YS' INsuRRBCTloN.-The great indebtedness 
incurred by the War of the Revol~tion left a heavy 
burden upon the State and upon all the towns. Taxes 
became onerous, and yet were hardly sufficent 
to meet the current expenses of the government 
and pay the interaat of the public debts. Hany 
were impatient and restive under the difficulties and 
embarr8llmenta with which they were encl}mbered. 
Out of this condition, which waa but an effect from 
the war, sprang the insurrectionary movement, which 
obtained no little notoriety under the leadership or 
command of Daniel Shays, a captain in the war. 
Men from Shirley joined the insurgents. But of the 
number there is no record. While there was an al­
most unanimous feeling in favor of lOme movement 
to ameliorate the e.'dsting condition of things, it is a 
matter of grave doubt if this resort to forcible meas­
ures received the countenance of any considerable 
proportion of the people. Among those who took an 
active part in it, were two ~rothel'l!, Sylvllnus and 
Nathan Smith, both of whom had been officers in the 
late war. In company with others from the district 
and parties from other towns, they gathered at. Con­
cord to the number of about one hundred. Their 
object W81 to suppre. the court and stay the flood of 
executions that were woting their property and 
making desolate their homes, until some action 
should be taken for their relief. It was Nathan 
Smith who made the somewhat famoUl addre88 to 
the people, al related by the historian of Concord, 
.. declaring that any person who did not follow his 
drum and join his standard, should be drove out at 
the point of the bayonet, let them be court, town 
committee, or what else. '1 Am going '-he laid-to 
give the court four hours to agree to 'our terms. and 
if they do not, I and my party will co~pel them to 
it. I will lay down m.y life to auppru, the govern­
ment from all tyrannical oppru.ion, and you "'ho are 
willing to join us in this eN a.lfqJr may fall into our 
ranb." Smith was a good soldier in the. war, and 
without doubt thought he Wb doing his duty in t.his 
affllir. and defending the freedom that had been se­
cured agaiDst unwise and oppre88ive measures. He 
died in Shirley in 1834, at the age of ninety-sii 
years. A company from Shirley went with the insur­
gents in January, 1787, in a movement for the suppres­
sion of a court in Springfield. The town records give 
the beat indication of the prevailing sentiment among 
the peol'le at this time. In a town warrant dated 
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.. JanualY ye 29,1787," there were two articleB wbich 
read liS follows: II 1st. To see wbat tbe town will do 
in regard to sending provision to thOle men tbat are 
gone, or about to go (08 tbey say) ie defence of their 
rigbts and privilegl'B. 2d. To see if tbe town will 
take into consideration the present depretiaing cir­
cumstances of our public aWairs, and consult upon 
means for a settlement of tbose disturbances tbat are 
Bubsisting in this Commonwflaltb." 

Upon th.e articleB it was voted: Ubi. Not to send 
pro\'isionB to the men gone from this town uDder 
arms. 2d. Voted, to choose a committee, agreeably 
to the second article." ThlB commit.tee was chosen, 
and reported, recommecding a petition to the Gen­
eral Court, II praying that all disturbances subsisting 
in this commonwealth may be settled." The report 
W&8 adopted and petition sent.. 
. Shirley furnished its required quota for service in 
the War ofl812, raising it by draft. No note of any 
action or illcident worthy of mention appears ia the 
records or can be gathered from tradition. There 
was only one enliBtment from the town in the Me:r­
ican War-Nathan King (2d). He was in two bat­
tles, in one of wbich he was wounded. 

THB CIVIL WAR OR WAR OF THE RBBELLION.­

The startling intelligence flashed over the country, 
on Monday, April 15, 1861, of the attack on Fort 
Sumter, aroused the people of Shirley, as it did the 
whole North. Inrormalmeetinga were held, projects 
discussed And services tendered by persons of all agee. 
Immediately a town-meeting "as convened. A& thiB 
meeting, crowded with those of every age and grade 
of life, the following resolutionB were presented and 
unanimouilly adopted: 

.. 11_ ..... That the tOWIl of 8hlrle, \1&" to all yolunteel'll who haYe' 
eullatecl, or who lllaTeullllt b....n.rfor lhe ~nt war (tbe __ belnl 
rHld.1l1a of aid town at tb. date of their enllalment), th .. um of twelye 
dollan per month, ill addilioll to tbe compe.IIMUon now made b'IOY. 
erament; aldlom to be paid to Ibe , .... 111 .. of an, m(·h Yolullteen,ln 
tbelr alllenee, at Ibe dllc ... Uon of Ibe comml&l.. hereafter ......... 
And mould tb., "'" ID batlle, tbe _. om to be paid to tbelr , .... IIIN 
dnrln, the term of eulllbnent. And. If an, Iucb YoIUDi .. n .... IIDII. 
men, tbe laid lum 10 be paid to tbom al lb •• xplratlon of tb.lr .... pec. 
tlYe eullotmeulll, or to lhelr I.p.1 "'p..-ntetly... AIw to fllrniah 
U.elll wllb aU luill.bl. alld _.., oull.., Dot fllrullbed b, Ibe 
State or Oeno .. 1 Oovernmellt. al II •• dLoc ... tlon pr.ld con.mlttoe. 

.. Bnolood,. Tbel tbe tOWIl rat_ tbe IUm .. r flY. IllIndred d .. llan for 
the pll~ aboY. mentioned, and lhal lb. _me be -.l the p..-Ill 
, .... ; and tl.at tbe town tn ........ be and II horrb, autborlled to bor, 
row en)' idOl or IlIml of mOll8, for the pu...-lpeCIfIed, aol to ellC08ll 
teD Iho_nd dollan." . 

lleasures were taken at tbis meeting for raising a 
company for the Fifty-third MU8&Chusetta Regiment. 
This company, when organized" took the name of 
"Munson Guards," in honor of N. C. MUDson, from 
whom it recl'ived tbe generouB gift of five hundr~ 
dollars. At a meeling held April 28, 1862, further 
action was taken in behalf of the families of those in 
the Bervice. It was voted" to raise and &fSeA Cine 
thousand dollars for the relief of the families of vol­
unteers in the federal army, a&d that the same, or 
Buch part theroo.f as. may b~ necessary, be pai~ out 

by the selectmen to families "bere they are certain 
the same will be refunded by the State." 

In July ofthiB yellf, in reBponse to t.he call of the 
President for more soldiers, the quota of the town 
was Bi:rteen. ThiR was soon filled, the town vot­
ing, at. a meeting held on the 28d of the month, a 
bounty of one hundred dollars to each soldier, and 
authorizing the treasurer to secure a loan of .bteen 
hnndred dollars for thi. pnrpose. When, a year later, 
another call came from the President for still more 
men, to fill the ranka that were bolng depleted by 
I~BeB and expirations of terms of service, volunteer 
enlistments had reacbed their limit, and it became 
necessary to draft tbe number required. To meet ita 
duty to these, the town voted, at a meeting held July 
27, 1863, to "pay one hundred doJlara to each of ita 
quota of drafted men, or tbeir 8ubstitutes, who go 
jnto the service uncier the lat4s call of the President 
of the United States, lind also to furnish State aid to 
their families according to law." Other action, of 
record, for maintaining Its part, by the town, in this 
crisis of the nation's life, was on July 6, 1864, when 
it was voted "to ra~e two thousand doUal'i, to pay 

,volunteers that have been enliBted for this town, or 
may hereafter be obtained to flU the quota next called 
for by the President." Also," that the select.men, 
after upending the two thousand dollars railed for 
the purpoae of recruiting, be further authorized to 
pay one hundred and twenty-flve dollars to each and 
every reciuitthey may obtain, in order that. our full 
quota be kept up." And tben, a month later, it w. 
voted, "that the town pay one hundred and twenty­
five dollars in gold to each and every volunteer who 
will enlist, or to any enrolled man who will furnish 
a substitute, to fill this town'!S quota under the call of 
the President for five hundred thousand men." A 
'few months later a rumor was prevalent of an ex­
pected call for additional recruits, and on November 
.8th it was voted II tbat the selectmen -be constituted 
a committee, and authorized immediately to borrow 
a aum not to e:rceed two thousand dollars, and pro­
cure recruits to fill an anticipated call for three hun­
dred thousand men." One more item completes the 
record of municipal appropriation and activity (or 
this important and trying period.' January 24, 1866, 
but a little more than two montha before the note of 
final victory rang exultingly through the land, a 
meeting was convened, at which the selectmen were 
II authorized to procure and put into the 'se"ice or 
the United Stat4:B, fifteen men, in addition to those 
already in." Also," to borrow a 80m or money suffi­
cient to pay the aum of one hundred and twenty-five 
dollars to each of the men who have been. put in or 
may be put in before the 18th of March, 1865-wbo 
have not been paid according to a previous vote of 
the town." 

The whole number of men mustered into Lhe ser­
vice from the town, and credited to it on the rolla, 
was one hundred .and thirty-eight-;-about o~e-tenth 
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of the full number of ita population during these 
yean. Two of tbese se"ed in the navy. The 1088 
by death on the field, or from wounds. and disease 
caused by the hardshipe and exposures of army life, 
woe twenty-one. , 

During aU these intensely anxious years. those who 
remained at home were. in . common with all the 
towDII. constantly engaged in procuring and furnish­
ing I!upplies for the needs and comforts of the sick 
and wounded in CIlmp and h08pital. The full appro­
pria.tion and expenditure of tbe towDfor the men it 
put into theaervice by enlietment and draA amounted 
to about eight thouund dollsrs. The complete list 
of the names of these men is here given: 

.... ...., • ...."olul B. AIPI'. IIlehael T. Am", Jam. Al'IIIIIb'onlf, OeIaYe 
AnedeU .. Geo ... e W. Ba"er. Ollyv JWeolw. Jlonoe A. Daleolm. beDk 
Daleolm. Tho ..... Ball,. Georp V. Banett, GeoI'p H. IJeard, J'rank II. 
Bo,nton, Andrew Blood. (lhrlltoll' BrocIren.... Chari. H. Brown. 
J_pb Broo ...... Nol'lllall H. Bruce, Hen.., IIunll4llJ., Ben.., S. Bntl.r. 
Ileclanl Bourcard, Edward B. Carr. Norton B. Cbamberlaln. Cb&ri .. p. 
ChaDdllr. Andrew J. Clough. Philip Conn~n, (''barl. H.' Cowdre,. 
II_Cram. JOhD 11.. Cram. Th_ DaJe,,1I1cbae1 Danlon, O ... D ... lle 
0. W. Da.I .. Obaa. B. Da ..... Benll A. Dizon. Uwud Do .......... P.,." 
H Dun .. l .... JOMpb Dapre,. BiIt .. J:11lot&, Ben~ Elmore. Owen Elmo ... . 
Geo. A ... armer. W.Il. "armlr. J_ph A. I"'n",.ortl •• John W. I"& .... n. 
Simon Flel" J.remlab FI,nn. Georp 1'. I"aller. Patrfek G"t.I,. John 
Gat .. I,. Boek lit. GGab. Jobn Goodha .. John 0-. William Gne_lb. 
BeDJ_ln Gro .... r. J_ Bale,. William L. Barrie, Albert L. Dart­
w.lI. Jan ... Bawlulwortb. Georp B"1n", Ahln Bln.,.~ Georp 0. 
Bill. William Hodgman. Obarle. BoIlbWl. Bobortnll'. Bolden, Stepben 
1I0illard, Ben.,. Joh_ •. J_phl1ll Jon., Albert Kllbnrn. CbarI.~ B. 
Kllbur.., Cl .... n K.nne,. DutI.1 L, King. Peter King. TbOllUlll KII .. 
tredse. Tbo ..... Kelle,. <larle LamerlaIn. llunael La .... OeO. A. Lance,. 
John B. Lapin .. J_ph LMler. Peler La.U,. o.ol'Jl1l". Lawrence. Ja .... 
B, Llttl .. John B. LIDehan, 8tephen W. Lonl"', Barrlman Long"'. 
I'rank Lo"'17. Wm.lloGlIl, Pbellx 11000 .. 1'11. Iaaac A. lIeDuIeI .. Jobn 
IIc<larty. Jam .. McGill. Dutlel Jlaboll4l,. Oeorp H. II ... D. William 
MoLeIl"nd. Walter IIltcbell, Da.14 lIolTl!ll, William II. 11-, George 
lluo70n, 1I:_.,.IIDn,08. Thomu 1I~'fIJ'1I. Joel O. Neat. HarrlIun 
Nal .. .., AJeuoder N.lIoa. Abel Nicki.., DaDI.1 O~HIII'D. IIlchael 
O·NeaI. Georp 1'. Parker. Jlarcl1ll II, Parmenter. Sldn17 Parrl .. Jobn 
Peteno.., Obarl ... W. ruchanlo, Jobn Boacb. 'Charlu 1". Bobbl .... Har­
rington W. Banden, OUI Bartell, Chari. P. Sartell, J ........ Sawtell. B. 
)I. Smith. )I_e M. S~aldlnl. Lunnso 8~aldlnlf, Uen.., U: 8to.,.. 
Uen.,..'r.,lor. Walter Ta,lor. 0 ...... 111. P. T ...... Jam .. Ta,lor. WaI· 
ter Uaderwood. William W. UncJerwood, William .,. W ....... n. Denr, 
A. Waten, 8tephea Wb .... r. John Wheel .... ,John O. Whit .. BeD.., K. 
White. W.lIIngton S. WbJte, WaJkor Wright, I"recJerlck WllIon, John 
ZIUJoteJ'1llaD. 

NdllJ.-Cbarl. Lo ... , Cbarlee B. Jl.lcbardL 

MILLS. MANUPACTURERS AND MANUPACTORIES.­

LilLe all newly settled communities. Groton. of which 
the present Shirley then formed .. part. tn the early 
part of her settlement lacked the means of supplying 
the wantl and needs of her early settlen. 

While the newly cultivated land yielded rich 
harvestl of golden grain to the worker. he "88 unable 
til convert this grain into meal without the aid of a 
mili, and there W88 nOl.e in Groton, nor. in fact, did 
such a mill exiet for a period of seventeen years from 
its fint settlement; hence we are led to euppose tbat 
tbe coloniets were obliged to use hand-mills or lamp­
mortan to grind tbeir corn, but no record oltheiruse 
exiets, either written or traditional. 

Mr. Butler saye, iD hie .. Hiltory of Groton," ,tbat 
the first corn-mill erected within the territory of 

Groton W8S by Johu Prescott, in' company' with his 
son. J on .... Preecott. who afterwardl dlstinguilhed him­
self 88 an inhabitant of Groton. Thll mill stood on a 
11m all stream of water in what W&8 then'the 80uthern 
boundary oCthe territQry. butin wbat is now the north­
erly section of Halvard; and there it stande yet and 
is devoted to its original purpose. 

A few years after thie mill wae erected the Indians 
destroyed the greater part of Harvard, but. fortunately 
for the, people. thie property W88 overlooked, and con­
tiDUtil to do ita work after a lapee of over two ceDtUries. 
it having been erected in 1673. 

For eight yean this mill W88 the 8D1y one the in­
habitants of this section had to carry their grain to. 
and in consequence W88 constantly eng&ged-in fact, 
such W88 the pr888 of work that the inbabltants of the 
town enacted a law iequiring the proprietor of the mill 
to set apart the secoDd and sixt~ days of each week for 
the purpose of grinding ,the grain of the people of 
Groton on those' days. 

In 1681 James Preecott. who W88 active in the es­
tablisbing of the mill above mentioned. erected another 
mill OD the easterly boundary olthe tel ritory. on what Is 
now known 88 Stony Brook, near ita issue from Forge 
Pond (BO-~lled). being within the limits of the present 
town of Westford. 

As nearly 88 can be ascertained, the territory of the 
present, Shirley W88 first settled in 1720, and the 
northerly part W88 BOOD takeu up for farms j but all 
grain had to b. carried to tbe old mill. now in Har­
vard. or to the Forge Pond mill. DOW iD Westford. to 
be ground. 

We of the present day cannot understand the hard­
ship this was ~ the early settler to carry grain fur a 
dletance of from four to ten miles over rough roads, 
ofteD mere bridle· paths ' cut through the wood&-no 
such roads or highways 88 we of the present genera­
tion are used to. I!'ew of our forefathers were the for­
tunate p08S8ll8OI'11 of honea. for thtt were luxuries in 
those daye. and as for light carriages, tbey did not exist j 
80 that the early eettlers were compelled ~ use ox­
teams and even wheelbarrows to transport the grain. 
and, indeed, many were the loads borne on the IItrong 
shOUlders of the hardy settlers. at all SeBBons of the 
year, Through raiD and shine. snow and hail. tbey bore 
their burdens over the weary miles. often compelled to 
make two trips ere they could bring back the meal 
they required for their sU8tenance, for the mills were 
small and unable to fulfill all the demands made upon 
them with facility. 

The first mill in \be limits of what is DOW known 
as Shirley W88 built by William Longley. an early 
settler. and Samuel Hazen, who settled here in 1749. 
Thii W88 a grist-mill to which was added later a I!aw­
mill. 

Tbis mill was a small one of but a single run of 
stones. and,w88 not furnished with the meane for bolt­
ing flour. 

But sucb were the needs of the people tbat the UD-
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dertaking, small though it Wal, waa considered aa a 
harbinger of better times. , 

This mill atood on the aite of the" Shirley Cotton­
lIill," better known perhaps as the" Red Mill," which 
W81 destroyed by fire in 1867. 

The above partnAl'llhip lasted but a (ew years, Mr. 
Huen selliug out hia interest to Mr. Longley, who 
continued to serve his patrona aa II miller II unin old 
age compelled him to retire, when he waa succfeded 
by hia80n. 

.All the years rolled on these milIs, went to decay 
and otheJ'8 were built upon the same privilege, but 
upon the oPPo!lite aide of the atream, by one Henry 
Haakell. These mills afterward.! were owned by 
Iarael Longley, E«)., who told them to Thomaa Huen, 
who, in turn, sold them to Israel Longley, a great­
grandson of the tirst owner. In 1872 the mills were 
purchaaed by Mr. N. C. Munson and the grist-mill 
W81 uaed (or other purpo.ea. 

George Davia, Esq., next became the owner of the 
Baw-mill and (or some years carried on an extensive 
businea in Inmber, furnil'hing in quantities large or 
small to suit the requirements of purchaaers. In 1886 
he ceased to carryon huainea d the mills, and they 
remained idle until thefolJowing year, when the pro­
perty was purchased by Mr. Gilbtrt M.' Ballou, of 
Shirley. He at once repaired the buildings and erected 
in connection with the mill a large carpenter's ahop, 
and fitted it up with a full line of wood-working ma­
chines neceaary to carryon his trade. 

Mr. B.&lIou haa done quite an extensivc busine88 in 
sawing lumber alnce he .tarted, the filllt year sawing 
out abou~ 150,000 feet, and he has since turned out 
from 250,000 to 800,000 feet annually. It might well 
be supposed that theaupply of trees of a .ize suitable 
(or lumber would have been exhausted 101lg ago, but 
each seaaon bringiJ ita full supply of 10gB, and the 
apace In front of hia mill Is filled to overflowing with 
great piles of pine. and chestnut logs waiting to be 
turned into boards. 

The second grist-mill waa built on Mulpus Brook, 
in that part of the town known aa Wood's Village. 
ThiB, too, like the one on the Catacunemaug, con­
tained but one run of stones and waa wanting many 
of those conveniences now consitlered neceuary. 

But it filled a long-felt want, for, being siluated at 
the opposite border of tbe town from the other mill, 
it greally shortened tbe distance, thereby proving a 
great accommodation to the dwellers in ita vicinity. 

Francis He.rrill waa the first owner of this mill, and 
James Dickson erected a saw-mill in connection with 
it, both of which were afterwards' owned and operated 
by the same person. 

These mills paaaed tbrough many bands, until in 
1822 Jonathan Kilburn became the owner, and they 
were operated by him until bis death, in 1881. 

Mr. Kilburn waa an energetic business man, sparing 
neither time nor expense in fitting up his mill to meet 
the neede and dcmands of the public. This mill, 

afrer ita renovati'ln, was better fitted for the work of 
milliog than itl predecessor, it consisting of tWQ Junl 
of 8tonfS and an al'paralus for lirung the wheat u it 
entfred the hopper, and for bolting it after it was 
ground. The mill waa also furni8hed, with a second 
bolt that was uaed in sifting flour from the meal of 
the coalser graina. Mr. Kilburn did a large lumber 
husinf88 in connection with his Erist-mill. 

The third mill Cor grinding waa erected on the Cat­
acunemang, a little above that of Meaira. Longley & 
Hazen, and on the same side of the streain, by 
Joseph Edgarton. This WRa abandoned after a fe~ 
yean, the owner deeming ,it of no avail to compete 
with his long-established neighbors below him. 

The ,Courlh grist-mill, with saw-mill connectcd. wu 
built by Jonaa Longley, &q., in 1700, on the Naahua 
River, on that part now belonging to the town of 
Ayer. This mill was operated by Hr. Longley until bil 
death. Various pe~ns were ownena and ope:'8tors, 
~f thelle milll, among them Eli Page & 8onll, who were 
the last owners while the pruperty remained within 
tbe boundaries of Shirlev. This firm renewed the 
bWlineB8 formerlYCa~ried o"n,-the mills under a former 
owner having been used for otber purpoooes,-and 
added a shingle-mill and alllO increased the waw 
privilege. 

The next saw-miJl of wbieh we have ·record waa 
built by Samnel Hazen in 1829, on the northern 
branch of the Catacunemaug. The mill was run until 
the aummer of 1856, when it was swept away by tbe 
breaking of the reservoir above it. The building of 
this mill opened the way (or the aettlementof a Iinall 
village known aa the "North Bend." 

In 1836 Peter Page built a saw-mill on Mulpus 
Brook, a short diatance above ita junction with the 
Naahua River. Mr. Page died ahortly arter, antl the 
mill properly pa<aed into the hands of Messrs. R. P. 
& M. 'W. Wood. 

In 1856 Alvin White and Edwic L. White came to 
Shirley and purchased the mill and privilege known 
aa " Peter Page's Mill," of Robert P. and Mosea W. 
Wood, connecling therewith a baaket manufactory. 
On the 8th of March, 1857, this mill waa dl'8troyed 
by 8re. It waa immediattlly rebuilt, with f'nlllrge­
mentl and improvements. The Me.tIl'II. White did a 
large aad lucrative bUlinells in tbe manufacture of 
ha8keta, sawing lumber, etc., until 1861, when Alvin 
White diaposed of his share to Edwin L. and pur­
chased an estate higher up the river, which he en­
larged, and, in company wllh his son, continued the 
manumcture of baskets-milking 80me ten thousand 
per annnm. 

Edwin L. continued to carryon husineB8 at the old 
stand, and the average number of splint buketa 
manufactured by him in the earlier years of the bus­
inea waa from fifteen to twenty thouaand. Hil yearly 
production now is upwards of ten thousand baskets 
of all aizes and gradt'S, from tbe Imall one holding 
fuur quarts to the mammoth one holding forty bUBbela. 
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The bl8keta are uaed. by manuf.M:tur8l'll, marketmen 
and farm8l'll. 

Special power .maehinery is Uled to get out the 
greater quantity of the basket ltock, the lumber 
beiog .. wed into plaub, then lteamed and put 
into the· ~icing-machine. A. portion of the Itock ii, 
however, 81)lit and shaved in the old way. In addi­
tion to the manufacture of baskets, Mr. White haa 
done a large buaiDell in .. wing lumber, lOme yeara 
sawing 500,000 feet. He al80 prepares 8taV" and 
Ihingles, turning out about 500,000 annually. 

.As will be leen, the wants of the early settlers, 80 

far 88 food and Ihelter are concerned, were provided 
for by the 8everal milll established upon the banks of 
the various 8treams for th8 purpose of grinding the 
grain and .. wing the huge lop into boardl. Yet 
there remained other wantl! and needl to be provided 
for. While the men toiled in the field8, clearing the 
laud for planting and lOwing and harvesting the 
grain, and then, when harvested, carrying it to the 
mill to be convflrted iuto mea1, it must not be IUp­
posed the mothers, wives and 8isten were idle; far 
from it, for, in addition to the regular work of the 
houle, they, by their own handa, made all the cloth­
ing worn by them and their famlliea. 

It is true that their homes were not u large and 
elaborate 88 th088 of our day, nor were they furnished 
with .. many ornamenta and rare pieces of bric-a­
brae; few were the room8 they had to keep clean and 
tidy, for their houses were mOlt}y rude, unfinished 
dwellings-log cabinl in many inltancea-&l1d the 
houlehold uteulill were of the commoneat and coaraeat 
kinds. 

But their chief labor lay in the preparing of the 
flax and wool, as it came from the field and flock, 
into garments of warmth and comfort for the wear of 
the famillea, and 80, thus was lupplied in the early 
timea another of the wants of the lettlen. 

But u Ume wore on these colors grew monotonoua 
to the people, and they began to make use of art in 
the manufacture of a D,laterial that was of a lighter, 
Imoother and finer texture than that which they had 80 

long been uaed to, and, hence, the dyeing, fulling, Ihear­
ing and preaaing proeeaaea were adopted, to briog about 
thil d8lired change. Theae difFerent procellea were 
carried on in an eatablilhment, and were called cloth­
ing-millL Olothing-milla were introduced into the 
Oolonl81 in the latter part of the leventeenth or the 
early part of the eighteenth century, and 8000 the pro­
cell of breaking and rolling wool W88 added, whi.ch W88 

a great benefit to the female IU, .. it lighteoed the 
labora of making cloth. 

These milia were early introdnced into Shirley, and 
thul another, the third, indultry was commenced. 
They little thonght when the first mill, Imall though 
it wu, was bnilt, that It would be the forerunner of 
an industry that would prove to be Shirley'l greateat 
manufacturing Intereat, but luch it wu; the ., cloth­
ier'l mill," with its c~de and imperfect machine •• 

30 

WI8 closely followed by the cotton-mill, with its deli­
cate aud intricate mechanilm, furnishing employment 
to the mauy and substantially improving the finan­
cial interest of the town. 

All through the early years of the settlement and 
until within a comparatively few years the settlers of 
the northern part of our country have been in the 
luabit of keeping a few Iheep to furnlah the wool 
from which might be mftde the every-day clothes of the 
family. The woolen blankets for winter use were 
obtained from the same source. The Carmers allo 
raised a little flax, that the needs of the tamily 
through the summer might be met. 

The work of manufl&Cturing this cloth devolved 
upon the female portion of the family; they took 
the flax 18 it was brought from the field, and the 
wool as it was shorn from ofF the . backs of the 
sheep, and by a Ilow and laborious proeeaa, called 
band-carding, converted it. into rolla; these rolls were 
Ipun into yarn, and the yarn was, in turn, woven into 
cloth by the UI8 of hand· power machinery. A, there 
exilted in thOle early timea no eatablilhment for the 
dyeing and dr8lling of cloth, and not even in the 
homea of the settlers was the uae of the dye-pot 
known, it became n8C88l&rY to adopt 80me other 
meaoa whereby a change of color could be obtained. 
Therefore, the colonists bred Iheep of two colora­
white and black-the mixture Of whose wool gav~ 
that IOber gray tint to the cloth that our forefathers 
80 highly prized. 

Later on these hand labors were lightened by the 
introduction and ule of machinery operated by water­
power, and the various streaml running through the 
town were utilized to furnilh the power. 

The first clothier'1 mill WI8 built on the Squanna .. 
cook River, near t.he village of that name, in the y~ 
1789, by Elish& Rockwood, who came from Wrentham. 

Mr. Rockwood continued in busin811 until old age 
compelled him to relinquish it to his IOn, Samuel 
Rockwood, who, in turn, dyed and dreaeed cloth until 
within a Ihort time of his death, which occurred in 
1804. Samuel Rockwood and8ewall R.ockwood,.80nl 
of. Samuel Rockwood, IUCCeeded to the buaineaa, and 
run the mill nntil the buain811 W88 luperseded by th~ 
more modern methods of manufacture. In 1812 
William Flint ao.d Thomas Sweetler added a carding. 
mill to the dyeing and· dreaaing departments; t.his 
they continued until about the year 1836, when they 
were obliged to relinquish the. buainell8, owing to a 
lack of employment. 

The second clotbier'l mm was 8ituated upon the 
Mulpus Brook, and connected with the corn-mill pre­
vioully erected by Francil Harril, Eeq., who also 
built the clothier'1 mill. Mr. Harris wu a man of 
influence in the town, both u a public official and a 
private citizen. . 

JOIeph Edgarton wsa the builder of the tJJ.ird cloth­
iere mill, which was lit.uated on the Oatacunemaug; 
this mill waa never very prolperoua, aa the Rockwoojl 

.. 
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mill had establiahed auch a reputation for good work, throughout New England tbat yfar, togethfr with 
that competition was unavailing, and the establiah- large investments in land, brought them to failure, 
ment 1'88 devoted to a'lme other occupation that and t.he buaineu waa discontinued. The macbinery 
would yield better income. waa removed from the building, and the building I'll 

The fourth and laat clothing-mill waa erected by not occupied, excepting the baaement, wWch waa ueed 
one James WilBOn, an Irlah. immigrant, and the firat . for varioua trades, 8a will be noted later on ... 
and only one who obtained naturlllization in Shirley The second cotton mill, known aa the Fort rond 
for nearly three-quartere of t.he flret century of its Mill, W88 built by Joeeph Edgarton and Lemuel Wil­
incorporation. Tbia alBO waa ,ituated on the Mulpua lard, and waa located on tbe southern branch of the 
Brook. Levi Wheeler rented and occupied the mill Cacecunemaug,on the western privilegeofthat.atream. 
Cora Cew years, but BOon he, too, as well aa tbe others Hiram Longley purchlllled this property about tbe 
of his craft, wu obliged to give way to tbe inroads of Yfar 1840 and greatly enlarged and improved it. He 
"aahion, wbich adopted tbe uae oC foreign fabrica in diaposed of it to Iarael Longley and it wu by him 
preference to those of home-made cbaracter. Mr. connected with the Shirley Cotton-Mill and uaed aa 
WilBOn had a carding manufllctory in immediate con- tbe weaving department. It waa at thi. time aupplied 
nection with this mill. He carried on tlle buaine811 with flfty-sl:l: loome. 
of carding till old age and iuflrmitiea compelled him In 1868 this mil! wu destroyed by fire, but WHI 

to atop. soon replaced by a Dew atructure built of wood, with 
Aa haa been Doticed, the "clothier'a milia" were a brick baaement. In 1877 thia mill, together with 

BOon followed by the estaliliahment of factories for the dwelling-houaea and other buildings connected 
the manufacture of cotton yam and cotton cloth, therewith, W88 purchaaed by Hr. Nathaniel W. Cow­
which proved to be the greatest and most important drey, who commenced the manufacture of "leather 
of Shirley'S varied induatries. The enterprise of her board," an industry aa yet new to the village, altbough 
citizens was manifested by the many factories erected paper-making had been carried on to aome extent. 
along the banka of the varioua stream., where water He manufactured about five tona of the" leather 
privileges exiated within the boundaries of the town. board" per week for Hveral years. 
For many years the hum and noiae of the busy loom In 1881 Mr. Cowdrey added a mill Cor sawing lum­
and apindle were heard on all sides, and the .treeta of ber and atave material, and in 1881-82 aawed out BOme 
the village were filled with young people eager (or 700,000 feet lumber and BOme 600,000 stavea. Con­
recreation after a hard day's work at the mill. The nected with thil law-mill waa a coopering establlah­
stor811 were doiDg a prosperoua buaineu aupplying mfnt. conducted by Granville Fairbanb, who t.umed 
the wanta alld needs of the people. Thia continued out 12,000 caalta of different dimensiona per· month. 
for )'eara until, for various realon •. -flre, flood and Later on Bet.h F. DawBOn became the owner. There 
financial depreaaion,-the milla one by one ceaaed were one or two other line. of buaiDe. carried on in 
operationa until in 1884 the closing of the Phmnix BOme of the buildings connected with thie mill. Dee. 
and }"'redonia Hilla brought the career of the town as 14, 1884, the mill, together with the content a, waa de­
an active cotton manufacturing village to a close. atroyed by fire, aupposed to be of incendiary origin, 
These laat.-named milla are now running again under cauling a total 1088 of t23.000, which was partially 
new management, 88 will be noted later on in thia co"ered by insurance. The privilege ia at preseDt un­
chapter. ueed. It is one of the beat privilegea in the town, and 

The first of theae milla waa erected aa early as ahould be utilized by BOme manufacturing indUstry. 
1812, and waa aituated on the Catacunemaug, very The third cotton-mill waa built in 1823 and 1824, 
nearly on the site occupied by the present mill known on the Bite of the first com.mm, OD the banb of the 
aa MunBOn'a Yarn-Mill, or the New Mill. The mill Catacunemaug. Thia mill, known u the "Shirley 
waa built by a company from Harvard, conaiating of CottoD-MilI," waa built by Iarael Longley, Esq., but 
Simon Willard, Joel Willard and. Zaccheus Gatea. on hia death, which occurred before the building was 
Before it waa· completed it waa purchaaed by Joseph completed, Thomas Hazen became the owner. 
Edgarton, who sold it to Merrick Rice, of Ll&ncaster. Thi. mill was for many yeare rented and occupied 
Moaes Carlton, alBO of Lancaster, became a partner by John Smith. Iarael Longley, BOn of the original 
of Merrick Rice, and later on became the sole pro- owner, afterwarda operated this mill for many years. 
prietor. Thill, as we are credibly informed, waa th" It had 2400 spindles, and, in connection with Fort 
third cotton factory huilt in t.his country·; the firet Pond Mill, manufactured Dearly .700,000 yarda of 
being the Slater factory at Webster, Worcester County, brown sheeUng annually. Thie mill waa destroyed 
and the second the factory at Waltham. In 1818 the by fire May 26, 1867. 
property was transferred to Joseph Edgarton &; Co., The Dext cotton-mill, or the fourth, waa what is 
and they carried on the manufacture of cottou cloth knowD as the Fredonia Mm, and ia iituated on the 
until 1834, doing a succeaaful and profttable busineB8. CatacuDemaug, • short diatauce below the bridge. It 
But the . death of one of the company, Adolphus waa built in 1832, by a company of the l8DIe Dame, 
Whitcomb, and the great depreuioD of busiDeu incorporated February 16, 1832. 
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The building il one hundred and liReen feet long, 
thirtY-lix feet broad and three ltories high. When 
tirat built the mill wa'S run by water-pbwer, but in 
later yeara a boiler-houle and ltack were added, BO 
that now the mill il equipped with both Iteam and 
water. 

From' 1832 until 1863 Me88ra. Israel Longley and 
Willard Worceater were the proprietors. Upon the 
death of one of the partnera they were IUCCeeded by 
Levi Holbrook, E. W. Holbrook and Charles W. 
Smith, under the tirm·name of Levi Holbrook & Co. 
Thil tirm continued until the year 1868, when the 
interest of the Meura. Holbrook waa purchaaed by 
Mr. J. E. Smith, the firm then becoming C. W. & J. 
E. Smith. These gentlemen were BODS oC John Smith, 
who for a time rented the Shirley Cotton-Mill. Mr. 
Levi Holbrook waa the luperintendent of the mill, 
under t.he new tirm, for !Jome time. This mill, at this 
time, ran 3280 Ipindles and lixty·eight looml, antI 
employed about Ibt.y operatives. . The yearly pro­
duct waa 1,189,900 yarda of light-brown sheetings. 
Mr. Warren N. Orawell, who is well known al a mill 
man, waa the agent of thil mill, 8.11 well aa of the Phm­
nix, for leyeral yeam. This mill waa Ihut down in 
the lummer of 1884. 

Connected with this mill are twenty-five tenements 
for luch of the help aa are married, and in addition 
there il a large boarding-houae •. A beautiful avenue 
leads from this mill to the main road. 

In 1886 Mr. J. E. Smith became the BOle owner of 
thil property, and in September of the following year 
Alfred Page, of Ayer, purchaaed it, and. in December 
of that year deeded it to E. A. RichardBOn, who haa 
since carried it on, in connection with Mr. Page. 
This new company employs about forty operatives. 

Several improvements have been made in the prop­
erty, and new machinery of various aorts added, BO 
that now the mill runs seventy-four 100mB and 2880 
spindles, and turns out annually about 1,000,000 
yards of light sheetings, of a value of $35,000. The 
yearly pay-roU amounts to about t11,OOO. 

The fln.h cotton-mill waa built in 1840 by Mr. Sam­
uel Hazen, near the saw-mill erected by him in 1829, 
at the part of the town called North Bend •. He also 
built several tenement-houaeB for the nae of the 
operatives. 

This waa called th~ Lab Mill, and waa firat occu­
pied by Mr. Oliver Barrett. It waa af\erwarda eil­
larged and operated by the Fredonia Mill proprietora. 
Afterwards a comp~ny from Boston operated it until 
it waa destroyed by fire, September 17,1866. This 
mill waa titted with two thOUBand spindles and fin.,­
two loomll, manufacturing about 624,000 yarda of 
browD Iheetings yearly. 

A ahort distance below the Fredonia Mill, on the 
same atream, and a ahort diataoce above ita juncture 
with the NaahnaRiver, standa the largest mill, known 
DB the II Phmnix Mill," the sbth cotton-mill built in 
towu. Thi~ waa built by the Shaker Community in 

the year 1849, and they gave it the name it now beam. 
The structnre is of brick, one hundred and forty feet 
long, fin.y feet broad and three stories high, excluaive 
of the attic. It ia lurmounted by a tower which cor.­
tains a bell. The whole Itructure waa built very 
thoroughly in every detail. There are three blocD of 
brick dwelling-hoU8C8, two stories high, each block con­
taining four houses. These are designed for such oC 
the help aa are married and wiah to be houaekeeper .. 
There is also a large three-etory brick boarding-houae, 
suflicientiylarge to accommodate all those who prefer 
boarding. Between the hoUBel and the mill-pond is 
a beautiful gro\'e of pine trees that furnish an agree­
able shade from the summer eun. 

There waa alBO a large and commodioua agent's 
houee, furniahed by the proprietora, connected with 
the establiahment; hut it is not now ueed in connection 
with the mill. 

The dedication of this mill by the Shaker frater­
nity, on May 17,1861, waa an occurrence of euch 
marked interest and pecUliarity that the. following 
extract from the account published by the New Bed­
ford Daily Evening SUmdard is here inserted : 

"The United Believera, who 8aaembled on the oc­
caaion, conaisted of the principal of the Shirley Shak­
era, with a large number who were invited from 
the lociety in Harvard, numbering from one hundr~ 
and fin.y to two hundred per60DS of high respectabil­
ity, distinguished for their neatne88, benevolence and 
indWltry,' aa well as Cor their peculiar manner oC wor­
ahip. The aervices were opened by one of the leadmg 
e1dera, William H. Wetherbee, who delivered an ad­
dretlll. 'fhis addr818 w .. followed by an original hymn, 
eung by the congregation. Lorenzo Dow Grosvenor, an 
elder from Harvard, then addressed the a88embly. Htl 
earnestly recommended hie hearera to cultivate the dii­
poaition oC brotherly love in all partietl, to worahip with 
frequency oC spirit, and obey the dictations of those 
heavenly meaaeogera by whom he felt they were aur­
rounded. In concluaion, he recommended prayer, ill 
which they all united, koeeling In silence. After a 
few minutes they arOBe and sang a hymn. They then 
proceeded in their usual manner to march by quick 
BOng... Some thirty or more, who aeemedto be sing­
era, formed an oval, facing each otber, and the rest 
marched round them, two deep, making one circle 
within another; after a whilb the inude circle faced 
around and m~ed in tbe opposite direction from 
the outaide column. At. the close oC this exerciae 
they took thelr .eats in nearly the same form tbey 
at tiret stood in ranke, when Elder Groavenor briefly 
explained the viewe and beliefs of the aociety. He 
W88 followed by Elder William Leonard, who more 
Cully entered into the aubject. 

II Anar linging an original poem the meeting ad­
'journed. At one o'clock the people reaaaembled and 
seated themaelves in the order of their religious uaage 
and opened their meeting wit.h singing a hymn. The 
short addrea preceding the active worahip thcn fol-
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lowed. and the brethren and aiaters armnged them­
selvea in order for a march or dance. which they 
entered upon with renewed Bpirit. Several brief ad­
drea.sea were then made by personl of both lexel. 
Among the femalel wal Mrs. A. D. Cook, who was 
diltinguilhed for her gift in public Ipeaking. 

II The meeting cloled at four o'clock P.X. The Ier­
vices were conducted by W. B. Wetherbee, laB elder, 
and Jonas Nutting, as deacon, who diacharged their 
duties in a manner highly creditable to themlelvesand 
to the great satilfaction of the Ipectators. During the 
exerciaeB leveral IOngB were lung, accompanied by 
lolemn marchel, in their peculiar manner, which ad­
ded much to the intereat of the occasion." 

The first tenant of thil mill was a company from 
New Bedford, MUB., called the II Steam Mill Com­
pany," which they loon afterwards changed to the 
more fitting name of the" Phamix Company." Thil 
company furnished the mill with Ihafting and ma­
chinery, and ltarted bU8ineaa in 1852. They em-

· ployed about one hundred persona, the mill running 
6688 Ipindles, 8168 mule Ipindles and 2620 ring and 
traveler Ipindles, and 180 100mB. Brown and bleached 
cottona were the fabrica manufactured, and the annual 
product was 1,000,000 yardl. 

This company later on purchased the property, 
and, in 1881, diapoaed of it to Mea.srs. C. W. & J. E. 
Smith, the proprietors of the Fredonia Mill, who 
continued to manufacture goods of the same grade as 
their predeceaaors. 

Mr. Warren N. Orawe)), who at one time carried 
on the manufacture of cotton at the MunlOn'l Mill, 

· waa agent of thla mill for lOme years. Mr. O. W. 
Smith died in the Ipring of 1888, and the following 
lummer both thil and the Fredonia Mill were Ihut 

• down and remained idle for lome years. In the 
month of July, 1888, the Phrenix mill property was 
purchased by"the Sampson Cordage Worke, a cor­
poration having a capital of $80,000, and organized 
under the lawl of the Commonwealth of Maaaachu­
letta, to extend the buainesl already established and 
previonaly canied on in Boaton under the firm-name 
of J. P. Tolman & Co. 

The bUlinea.s of thia company il the manufacture 
of braided cotton cord and lines, of which they make 
a very large UIIOrtment, to be Uled for varioua pur­
poaeB, luch as bell-cord on Iteam and horse-railways. 
window-cord, fancy awning-cord, etc. 

They immediatClly commenced at Shirley the manu­
facture of their yarna; and, in February, 1889, 
moved their braiding-machinca from Boaton. The 
company employ one hundred operatorl, two-thirdl 
of whom are women and girll. They handle a ton 
of cotton every day, and have a weekly pay-roll of 
about t600. The officers of the company are J. P. 
Tolman, president i Herbert G. Pratt; treasurer i 

· Frank D .. Aldrich, lecretary. Mr. J. Edwin Smith, 
a former owner of the property, il a director in the 
company. The buaineu headquarters of the com-

pauyare at ita Boaton office, No. 164 High Street. 
The operation of thil mill, which had 10 long lain 
idle, and the filling the tenementa and boarding­
housea with busy operativel, bas done much to im­
prove the buaineBB interesla of the town. 

To enaure Lhis, as well as the oLher milll farther 
up the Itream, a lupply of water at all times, a rea­
ervoir was built upon the northern branch of the 
Catacunemaug. This branch of the river was fed by 
two large pondl, one of lixty and the other of one 
hundred and twenty acres area. In order to enlarge 
these, a dam waa thrown acroaa the ri,er in 1&2, at 
a point a littJe above the present paper-mill of B. S_ 
Binney, and a pond covering lome BIlven or eigh~ 
hundred acres was aecured. Another pond, on the 
louthern branch, Fort Pond, in Lancaater, covering 
about one hundred and fifty acrea, was utilized later 
on for the BaDle purpoae. 

In the lummer of 1856 thia dam gave way, doing 
great damage. The following extract from the II Hia­
tory of Shirley," by Rev. S. Ohandler, will abow the 
extent of thil damage: 

.. On the 2d day of July. 1856, the reservoir dam 
gave way, and the maaa of water which it. had held 
in reserve poured down the valier, oyer1!.owing ita 
banks, and inundating fiehla aud meadowl with itl 
turbid wavel!. Four road bridges, live mill-dams. 
two blacksmith-shopl, one saw-mill, and lOme Imaller 
buildingB, with one railroad bridge, were Iwept away, 
and other Itructures were partially undermined and 
injured. Thil was .. aad day for the town in general, 
and for ita mandacluring interests in particular. The 
estimated 1081 occaaioned by thil diaaater, public and 
private, wal about 160,000. The cauae of this calam­
ity hal not been fully determined. The dam had 
braved all the force of the Ipring freshets, and at the 
time of ita failure tbe water was two and a half feet 
below high-water mark. Undaunted by disappoint­
ment and 1088, the Reservoir Company immediate1r 
commenced to reconstruct their dam, and in proaecu­
ting their work they aimed to place their Itructure in 
a poaition of luch security as to bear any preaaure 
of water to which it conld be 8ubjected. The roll is 
of atone, bedded on a lolid foundation and jointed 
with great care. This foundation is protected by 
plank Ipiles, driven five feet into the IOlid earth. 
Thele Ipites are continued the whole length of the 
dam, and its maaaive embankments are Il18tained.by a 
central wall of atrong brick maaonry, and the whole 
is declared finilhed in a lubstantial and workmanlike 
manner!' 

The aeventh ootton manufactory in town wu 
founded in 1866 by Mr. N. O. HUDBOD, a widelr-known 
contractor. It il aituated on the privilege of the filllt 
ootton-mm, and is known as the "HunlOn Hill or 
New Mill." It is a large atructure, one hundred and 
fourteen feet in length, three ltoriea in height and 
furnished with Iteam heat. 

It waa fitted with 8400 Ipindles. eighty looms, and 
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employed at one time finy operatives, turning out 
about fourteen thousand yards of brown Iheetings 
per week. 

Later on this mill W&l occupied by C. A. Edgarton 
&00., who manufactured tape and webb forauRpenderR. 

Warren N. Olwell, at one time agent for Phmnlx and 
Fredonia Mills, carried on the manufacture of cotton 
here Cor lOme yeara; he W&l succeeded by lleBllra. 
Nickleaa & Holt, wbo manufactured cotton yarns 
during the yean 1887-88. This concern run 8500 
Ipindles, producing 8500 poundl of yarna per week, 
and employing thirty operatives. 

Tbe mill now ltands idle, and il in the market for 
a purchlUler, offering a rare opportunity for a manu­
facturing interest. 

This completes the list of cotton manufactories. 
Closely following comes that of paper-making, which 
hRB been carried' on in the towu for nearly one hun­
dred yeara. In the latter years of the eighteenth 
century J onRB Parker and Thom&l Parker, his brother, 
went to Waltham for the purpose of acquiring the act 
of paper-making. At\er a year's residence in that 
place they returned to Shirley, and in connection 
with Joseph Edgarton, Esq., built the first paper­
ntill. This wae located on the Cat&eunemaug. on the 
spot af\erward occupied by MeBBrs. Pope & 00. &I a 
foU-ahop. This W&l a Imall mill, with but one en­
gine, and there W&l DO meana of drying then known 
but by sun and air. But the advent of a new indua­
try into the town W&I hailed with delight by the 
townspeople. It W&l the forerunner of a large in­
dllltry. 

The Parker Bros. carried on the bUline8B for some 
years, finally aelUng out to Lemuel Willard & Brother, 
who, in turn, di~poaed of the property to Joseph Ed­
garton & Co. This firm made paper here for some 
years, but finally suapended the work in thil place, 
and the building W&l Uled for a batting-mill, continu­
ingto thatuae until 1887, when it w&ldestroyed by fire. 

The second paper-mill WftB built by the Edgarton 
Company, who had become interested iu thil industry 
and decided to enter into the manufacture on an en­
larged acale. They accordingly, in 1828, built a larger 
mill upon the Naahua River, near the corn-mill 
erected by Joshua Longley. This mill W&I two storieR 
in height, the upper part being entirely devoted to 
drying purpose&. Mr. H. P. Howe W&I the superin­
tendent of this mill. "Mr. Howe was a skillful ma­
chinist," eays Rev. Seth Chandler, in his" Hiatory of 
Shirley," and he devised varioua artificial methods to 
remedy the long proee8a of air-drying. He finally 
hit upon the plan-which he subsequently patented­
of the • fire-dryer! Thia wonderful machine, after 
many trials, alterations and amendments, W&l at length 
completed, and put in operation with latisfactory 
resillta. It is hardly pOBBible to describe the aston­
iabment which the Dew enterprise created. The dull 
way of grinding the material, preBBing it into sheets 
and then pauing it through a long leaaon of air-dry-

ing, W88 a tedious method of producing one of the 
most important articles of domestic and business use j 
and Buch W&I the imperfection of the material thus pro­
duced that it would hardly be regarded worthy the 
meanest service to which paper is devoted at the 
present time. By the iuveution of Mr. Howe the 
pulp was received at one extreme ond of the machine, 
and .ner p&llling through • complicated proceaa of 
change and preparation, W&I discharged at the other 
end ftwBhed paper, ready for immediate uae." 

The invention of the "fire-dryer" having eltab­
lished the reputation of Mr. Howe, he, in 1888, set up 
a machine-Bhop near the mill and for some yean car­
ried on the busineBB of making them. 

The Edgarton Milis were enlarged by extending the 
building and the addition of new machinery. Theae 
mills were run until destroyed by fire, June 15,1887. 
In 1842 Mr. Eli Page purch&led the privilege and 
erected another paper-mill, renting it to one Moses 
Carlton &I first tenant, but it W&I soon after rented to 
John L. Hollingsworth, who greatly enlarged and 
improved it. He manufactured yearly 50,000 ream. 
of paper. Mr. HolliugBworth W88 succeeded in 1852 
b:{ Stephen Roberts, an old and experienced paper­
miker, who made manilla paper out of old ropes-the 
caat-off cordage of veuelB-and dyed it with ochre, 
turning out about one ton per day. 

When Mr. Roberta relinquished tbe bUlineBII the 
old mill wla removed and a new mill built. This W&I 
occupied by John Roberta, a son of Stephen. Thia 
also W&l destroyed by fire, baving been occupied but 
a abort time. 

The nut manufactory of paper W&I situated in the 
basement of the mill Cormerly occupied by Joseph 
Edgarton & 00. &I a cotton manufactory, and known 
88 the "Old Red Mill," which hRB been the subject 
of a poem by Mrs. Sarah C. Edgarton Mayo: 

.. Brisbt In Ibe tllrelfOUDd CIt wood aud hili, 
CI_ b1 tbe bulb 0'1111 natl ... rill, 
Rumbllul.arty Ire dawu otllshi, 
RumbUDlI. throuab \hI wluler' • .olahi, 
Wheu aU lb. air ud lb. _rtb Ia .ull, 
ToU.&b and jp"OIUl.&b lb. old red mOl." 

This W&l owned by William W. Edgarton. It W&l 
furnished with • steam-dryer and turned out about 
four hundred reams of wane wrapping-paper per 
week. 

The fourth paper-mill W88 commenced in 1887, in 
the building erected by the Me8Bra. Rockwood as a 
clothierl mill, on the Squannacook River. Thebuai­
neBB W88 carried on by several different parties until 
1858, when Oliver Howe purchaaed the proper~y; he 
let it to HarrilOn Hartwell for a few yean. In 1857 
Mr. B. F. Bartlett, of Pepperell, became the owner, 
and he in turn disposed of it to George W. Mitchell. 
In December, 1865, Mr. E. H. Sam pIon became the 
owner. He carried on the manufacture of "leather 
board" until. April 8, 1879, when the mill wal bumed. 
The tall chimney, which W&I leA s~ncling, WjUI la 
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1885 torn down, thus destroying the last veatige oftbe 
paper-making induatry in that part of the tOWD. 

Thil mill 11'88 one of the first to manufacture 
"leather board" in this country. Ita product waa 
one ton of .. leather board" per week. 

The fift.h paper-Dlill waa bum in 1868 by Samuel 
Hazen. It W88 located nertr the aite of the Lake 
Mills, destroyed by fire in 1866. 

Andrew aDd Granville Williaml were the first oc­
cupants; they were succeded by Stephen Shepley, 
who wal largelylntereated in paper-making. 

Mr. Shepley sold the property to B. S. Binney, who 
began the manufacture of paper for paper bags. These 
bags were mll.de by machinery, and about 120,000 
were made per day. 

In 1886 extenlive improvements were made in the 
property; about one-half of the old mill waa rebuilt 
with heavy Southern pine and the floor railed. there-

, by gaining a roomy b.lement for the Intricate lines 
of shafting, water-pulliel, aleam and water-pipes nec­
essary to carryon the paper-making; at the aametime 
all the old mixing and bealing machinery W88 taken 
out and new and larger machines pnt in, thua greatly 
increufng tbe capacity of the worke. In 1885 16r. 
Binney commenct::d the manuCacture of "AabeaL 
paper." This paper is perfectly fire-proof in any rem­
perature. It ia used for cO\'ering boilers and steam­
pipes, covering the inlide of boiler-rooms and any 
and everywhere tbat money and life can be aaved 
from the great deatroyer, fire. To Ihow the wonderful 
growth of the bUlin8l8, the following yearly produc­
tionsaregiven :-1885. 76,000 Ibi. i 1886, 106,000 lba.; 
1887,262.000Iba.; 1888,435,000Ib •. ; 1889,473,900Iba. 

In 1887 Mr. Binney added another spe'lialty, which 
ia pRtented, namely, a heavy deading felt which, 
though made from very combustible material, ia ren­
dered chemically fire-proof, so that if a piece one-six­
teenth of an inch in thickneaa be placed over a gas-jet 
and blow-pipe for twenty-four hours, a piece of cotton 
wool placed on the felt will not be scorched even. 

The rapid development of t.he buain818 nec8l8itated 
increaled room and machinery, 10 that in 1888 an ell 
2"~ x 50 W88 added to the eaat Ride of the mill and 
filled with new and coatly machinery. The following 
year it was found noc8l8ary to again enlarge, and 
another ell 26 x 60 waa added, together with an office. 
At this same time the old part of the mill "aa rebuilt 
in a aubstantial manDer, and this and the ell filled 
with new machinery. 

The preaent production of the mill II 8000 lba. of 
" leather boarda" dally, or 6000 Ibl!. nabeatol and 6000 
lb •. carpet-lin lug or building felt. 

A large number of operators are employed In thla 
industry. which i. one of the mOlt important in the 
town. 

The iron Induatry al80 baa been carried on in the 
town, although Dever in aoy considerable way. The 
,first record of the working of iron that exiafll, 11'88 

that of the establishment of a II forge," aa it wu then 

known, in the clOliDg yean of the Jut ceDtury by 
Ebenezer Pratt. This stood on the MuJpua Brook, 
very near the location upon which the Wilson carding­
mill wu built. Here Mr. Pratt, with the help of bia 
three BOns, made scythes, but, finding the profits small 
for the amount of labor expended, the buaineB8 wu 
BOOn relinquiahed. 

The Catacunemaug was the location upon which 
wu built the second. " forge!' The buildera, Meara. 
John and Benjamin Edgarton, continued the buaineBI 
for about ten years, when they too abandoned it. 

Meaara. Pope & Parsona were the proprietora of 
the next factory for the manufacture of farming im­
plements. In 1860 this firm eatabliahed a mill on the 
Catacunemaug for the manufacture of hay and 
manure-forks, aDd continued to do a succeaaful busi­
neaa for IOmeyeara,employlDg lOme eight or ten men. 
They turned out about five hundred dozell8 of forb­
of superior quality-per annum. 

This completes the list of manufa~urera of farming 
implemeufll, but not of the iron industry, for the 
manufacture of Dails hu been followed to lome ex­
tent by the people of Shirley. William McIntosh 
waa the first to commence the manufacture of cut 
naila, in or about the year 1810, a buaineaa which he 
followed for several years. 

William W. Edgarton and brothers, in 1856. wet-9 
the proprletora of the second nail factory; this wu 
Iitaated in the buement of the cotton-mill formerly 
occupied by J. Edgarton & Co., and known aa the 
"Old Red Mill." They manufactured horae naila, of 
which they made about ODe hundred and fift.y pounds 
per day. The buaineaa wu abandoned in 1865. 
The" Old Red Mill" wu burned io September, 1856, 
and the buaineaa waa continued iii a Dew building 
erected for the purpose. 

The manufacture of carriages haa allO been carried 
on. One Thomaa Hunt ealabUshed the industry in a 
small way in the early part of the preaent century. 
His Ihop waa located in what was known aa the South 
Village. Later on-in 1716-Joseph Hoar built a 
wheelwright shop on the MulpuI, where he c!,nied 
on bUlinet'1 for three years, empwying three or four 
men., In 1819 he IOld the busineaa to Jeeeph E'lter­
brook, who, for aixteen years, carried on a succeaaful 
bUlinesl. The buUding waa destroyed b1 fire In 1821, 
but wu quickly rebuilt. In 1836 Andrew Shattuck 
became the proprietor. The bUliness wu again .uld 
in 1840 to Harvey Woods & Bro. UDder this firm 
the buildings were greatly enlarged and facilitiel for 
carrying on tbe businellll very much Improved. 'fhoy, 
in turn, were aucceeded by MOIIeB Wood, a brother, 
and he by Henry Brown and Oliver WiDg. 

Carriages of all sorta and descriptions, and in 
almOlt all their parte, were manuCactured by these 
several firml, and they added tbe manufacture of har­
neBB and certain kinds of upholatery. During the 
Mexican War and during the War of the Rebellion 
they manufactured many military bqgage-wag"r, 
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and ambulances, and six hundred railroad carte were 
annually turned out for manr Yeai'll. In 1871 the 
whole establishment, together with a largei.board­
illg-ho:J8e, W88 totally destroyed by fire. They em­
ployed some thirty workmen. Woodsville received 
itB name from the Meaars. Woods. 

Emery Williams opened a wheelwright·shop in the 
South Village in 1853. This shop W88 connected with 
the Hazen Milia, and on t.he same water privilege. He 
em ployed six men in the manufacture of farm-wagoua. 
Mr. Williams is the invent.or of a w88hing-machine. 
Soon aft.er, Mr. William Sawtel commenced the manu­
facture of window-blinds and 888hes in the same 
neighborhood, carrying on the lIame for several years. 

In 1850 a planing and shingle mill W88 started in 
the basement of the II Old Red Mill" before referred 
to, which W88 operated about five Yeai'll, when it W88 
succeeded by the horse-nail indust.ry. 

Leather haa been manufactured to some extent in 
the toWD. ID 1793 NathaD Adams established a taD­
nery on Mulpus Brook. Here he carried on busineas 
until 1801, when he nld out to Stephen Barrett, of 
Concord. Mr. Barrett. contiDued the tanning and 
currying of leather until his death, in 1806, when the 
leather industry ceased to be a part of Shirley's busi­
n8118 occopation. . 

Hoop-skirt-making h88 also been carried on in the 
town. In 1861 George Sanderson commenced to 
manufact.ure hoop-skirts, employing some fifteen ope­
ratives, who turned out weekly about seventy dozens 
of skirts. 
. The Shakers in this town have always been an in­
dustrious people, and have manufactured many differ­
eut articles, and such is the quality of the work done-, 
that they hava establidhed a reputation for excellence 
to be desired by all manufacturen. Among the 
many different art.icles that t.hey have manufactured 
may be mentioned agricultural implementa, wooden­
ware, hair sieves, brooms, gr888 bonDeta, husk mats, 
feather fana, and fllncy articles of various kinds. 
They also cure herbs, make a kind of apple-sauce, 
called" Shaker Apple-Sauce," make tomato preserve, 
and various articles of a similar nature, all of which 
find a ready sale. 

There is another industry deserving of mention, 
that waa for some years carried on by the female por­
tion of the t.own, and that. is the braiding of palm­
leaf hate. For years, nearly every family had one or 
nlore of it. members engaged in this industry, and, 
in fllct, so profitable W88 !.hi. occupation at one time, 
that whole families were enabled to earn comf ... rtable 
Ii velihooda. In 1837 something over seventy thousand 
'of the hata were manufactured, and were valued at 
about '12,500. 

For some years a condensed. milk fact.ory was car­
ried on in one of t.he buildings connected with the 
Dawson Mill propert.f. From t.ime t.o time other in­
dustries have been started, but after a brief existence 
have been discontinued. 

. One of the moet important industries in the tc",wn 
is the manufacture of sU8penden, suspender-webbing 
and elastic goods, by Charles A. Edgarton & Son. 
This firm commenced busin881 some time in the year 
1870, under the firm·name of Charles A. Edgart.on & 
Co. They first devoted their attention to the manu­
facture of tape, bindings, bed-lace, etc., using the in­
geniou8 machinery then receu~ly patented. They 
. occupied t.he mill known 88 the Dawson Mill, which 
W88 located on the site of the Fort Pond Cott.on Man­
ufact.ory. After remaining here for some time they 
removed the buain8l8, in 1873, t.o the mill lower down 
on the Catacunemaug, known 88 the Munson Mill. 
1~he manufacture of suspender·webbing and el88tic 
goods W88 then added to ~he regular line of busin8l8, 
and such W88 the SUoo881 of the new undertaking that 
eventually it became the principal line manufactured. 
In 1878, the company; seeing the desirability of mak­
ing a better line of goods, put in new I.!ld improved 
machinery, thereby enabling them not only to manu­
facture a greatly superior quality of goods, but to 80 

enlarge the busineas that it BOOn became evident that 
enlarged quarters, 88 well 88 new machinery, were re­
quired. Accordingly, in 1881, the company, now 
changed to C. A. EdgartOn & Son, by the admission 
of Charles Frederick Edgart.on, built a new fact.ory 
just -below the Munson Mill, on the banks of the same 
stream. This structure was of wood, twenty-eight 
feet wide by eighty feet long, and two 8t.ori81 in height, 
independent of t.he basemeut. This they fitted np 
with new and improved machinery, using stt:am 88 
the motive-power for the same. Since occupying 
their new factory the firm have manu&ctured su.­
penders exclusively, beginning with the material, 
cotton, silk and rubber, in a raw state, and making 
theret'tom the el88tic webs which they nse in the 
manufacture of a full line of men and boys' sU8pend­
ers of all grades and qualities, from the cheapest t.o 
the finest hand-embroidered holiday goods. The fac­
tory runs 119 looms and 275 shuttles, and turns out 
about 2500 dozens of finished suspenders of the va­
rious grades per week. To manufacture these goods 
they employ 100 operatives, both male and female, 
who are mostly residebts of the town. The firm h88 
two offices, one at the factory and the other in New 
York. The products of this company, which stands 
second in the amount. produced in the country, among 
the manufacturers who are exclusive makers of sn8-
pende-n, are well known throughout the country, 
being sold in nearly every State of the U Dion; and 
snch baa been the demand for their goods in the 188t 
few years that they· require additional· room,. and 
arrangementa are being made for a large addition to 
their prf!8ent fact.ory, whereby their facilities will be 
greatly increased and they be able to meet more 
amply the requirements of tbeir growing trade. 

SonooLS.-While Shirley was a part of Grot.on 
township there were no schools within its bounds. 
The financial condition of .. ho town W88 lIuch t.hat 
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it would not allow of the establillhment of achool8 in 
the remote aection, or angles 81 they were called in 
those days, and therefore the children were either 
obliged to travel many weary miles to the centre ot 
the town or go without learning. 

But home inllruction wu not neglected by our 
foretathers, and though for years the early aettlers 
were without schools, yet there were few who could 
Dot read, write, and cut up common accounts. For 
the first four years of ita e:dstence 81 a diat.inct cor­
poration the town was without school8. 

The first record of a 81lhool being held in town wu 
in May, 1767, the town voting II to have a achool for 
three months, and to have it commence in August or 
September." This 8chool was held in a private 
hou8e, a 8ingle room in the dwelling-hoUle of Jonu 
Longley being used. Thi8 hOUle wu located in the 
Centre, ou the estate now known as the Augostus 
Holden farm. 

School8 continued to be held from time to time in 
varioUl places until the Revolutionary period, 
when they were suspended owing to the embarrassed 
condition of the financM of the town. The Be88ions 
were renewed 800n after the peace war. declared, aad 
were entered into with a renewed interest, the facili­
ties of learning were increased and once more all 
were given an opportunity to acquire learniDg. 

The first school building WRB erected at the II CeD­
tre" on the land of and near the residence of the late 
Rev. Beth Ohandler. It was, like all school-houaea 
of that time, a· amall and unpretentioUl edifice of 
one story, II about twenty feet square," single boarded 
with rough boards, without inside ceiling, but WIIS 

furnished with a cellar, to which aceeaa was gained 
by a trap-door in the centre of the room. In one 
corner of the apartment 8tood a huge fire-place, 
built of rough stonel, and surmounted by a chimney 

. of the same material. The room was furnished with 
a few 8eats made of rough pIanka, aud with writing 
benches made of boards over which a plane never 
paaaed. To facilitate the means of supporting a 
IIchool for a few weeb each year, it wu customary to 
rent the building to the pedagogue or school-mann 
81 a tenement, in part payment for hi8 or her 8ervice 
in " teaching the young ideas how to 8boot." 

Thi8 school wu taught by one Dame NUlting. Of 
her, Rev. Beth Ohandler, in his II Hi8toryof Shirley," 
writes: II Such wu the obesity of thi8 female official, 
that she might have 8tood beside Falsla«· himself 
without losing aught by the comparison. To supply, 
therefore, the defect of an unwieldy person she kept 
herself provided with a 8tick-lome five or six feet 
long-with which she reduced her urchio crew to a 
state of 8ubjectioo while 8eated in her chair-throne, 
from which ahe seldom moved." 

Hand-be1l8 and gongs had' not then been invented 
and this worthy dame aummoned her pupils from re­
cess by a vigorous beatiog of the outside of the build­
ing with the stick. She used . to keep order in the 

school, and the aummona was uaoally obeyed, for the 
present ideu in regard to corporal punishment had 
oot then been entertained. 

For a rew years this building wu large enough to 
accommodate all the scholani desiring to attend 
school; but BOOD it was found .neceaaary to provide 
additional facilities, and accordingly the toWD wu 
divided into three districta,-the North, the Oentre 
aud the South. The CeDtre occupied the acbool­
houae already built and the other districta were 
obliged to hold their achools in private hOD888. The 
achool in the North District wu held iD the house 
known 81 the ReUbf'D Hartwell place, Dear the pres­
ent North School-house, while the Southern District 
held theirs in different houaea, as circumstaoces al­
lowed. School buildings were erectect in each of these 
diatricts before the elOl&e of the century, the building 
being of a character such as the times would permit. 

The present North School occupies the eite of the 
first building erected in that di8trict. The building 
wu subjected to alterationa two or three times, and 
iD 1844 wu removed and the present building 
erected. The old building wu afterwards used as a 
blacksmith shop. 

The Oentre School-houae was located on the Com­
mou, quite Dear t.he preseot location of the Firat Par­
ish Ohurch. The school-hoUle in the South District 
was located upon the opposite side of the road from 
John Park's houae. Later on it wu converted into a 
dwelling-house. Later on the toWD wu re-divided, 
it being thought neceaaary to have silt districts, and 
these were named 81 follow8: Middle, South-Middie, 
South, North, East and Southeast. 

Buildings for aehool purp0888 were erected by each 
of t.hese districts and they were located on or very 
Dear the sites of tlie present stmetures. 

There was alao a Seventh Diatrict, or the Shaker 
School; this was located among the Shakers, who fur­
nished the room, which was fitted up with their ac­
cuatomed neatneaa. 

Up to the year 1843 it had been the custom of 
the several di8tricts to furnish at their own 0-

pense the achool buildinge for the UIe of the schol­
ars within the limits; but 81 maDY of the districtB 
were small and the number of children few, the build­
ings erected were of a cheap character and not suit­
able for the purpose intended, 80 that in the year 
mentioned the town voted to II &88ume the buildings 
at a fair appraisement," and later they were all re­
built and in lOme inatances the buildings were for 
the times quite apensive structures. 

At the time the town became the owner of the 
school buildings, they were all numbered to comply 
with a law of the Oommonwealth, and lOme of them 
continue to be 80 designated at this time. 

In 1846 District No.8 wu divided, thus forming 
what is now known as No.8. The present achool 
buildinge, with the exception of those in Districts 
No.4, No.6 aud No.8, have been built since 1866. 
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The new buildings were all conltructed on a new 
and improved plan, and furnished with patent desks, 
and were well adapted to meet the requirements of 
tbe scbooll; but while they are large enough to ac­
commodate all the pupils of the present day, they 
yet lack many of the appliances needrul for the more 
modern system of teacbing. All these buildings, 
with one exception, are alngle·story Itructures &lid 
built of brick. The grammar-achool, wbich is situ­
ated in Shirley Village, ia a two-story structur~ also 
of brick, and contains two rooml'l, one of which-the 
upper-is occupied by tbe grammar· school, and the 
other by the primary. This school-house has been 
lately much improved by the addition of a furnace 
for heating purposes and varioul other repsin. 

This to"n, although a small one, has, within the 
last quarter of a century, expended nearly twenty­
five thousand dollan on its school·houses, and greatly 
increased the appropriations for the support of the 
schools, while the number attending the schools hal 
not materially increased. The annual coat of the 
schools at the present time is about three thousand 
dollan. , 

For several yean the schools were ill seSBion for a 
period of twenty-four weeks during each year, and 
later on this was increased to thirty weeks, divided 
into three terms of ten weeks each. The terms of 
the schools have, from time to time, been lengthened 
by private SUbscription, and for a few yean A select 
school was held for three montbs in the fall of the 
year in the blUlflment of the town-haH, which was 
well adapted for the purpose, being large and well 
ventilated. In 1868 this school was provided with 
an apparatus for illustrat.ing physical science, fur­
nished by the subscriptions of several of the liberal 
citizens • 

.At the present time the school year is divided into 
three terms of three months each. 

Under the present adminiatration of the schools 
there are but five of the school buildings in use for 
school purposeat-the Centre or No.1, the Grammar 
or No.8, the East or No.5, the North or No.6, and 
the Intermediate or No.7. The avefale number at­
tending Icho01 il from 250 to 270, of all ages from 
five to sixteen. 

As in all country townl, these pupilit' are acattered 
over a wide range of territory, and in yean past it 
has not been p08Bible to grade mOlt of the schooll as 
well and carefully 8A was delired. The village 
scbools, three in number,-the grammar, interme­
diate and primary,-eituated as they are in that part 
of the town the moat thickly settled, are for this rea­
son more carefully graded than the other school I of 
the town. These "schools, for the last two yean, have 
been under the charge of teachen who are graduates 
of the Normal Schools. 

Normal graduates are employed in the other schools 
in the town with one exception. The advancement 
in tbe several achools by reason of this change baa 

been very satisfactory, and the work accomplisbed 
by the introduction and working out by these normal 
graduates of new methods and advanced ideas bas 
been all that could be reasonably expected, showing 
conclusively the wildom of the change and the desi­
rability of obtaining for the scboolB the best possible 
aida to education. 

Under thia present system of teaching, mualc has 
been introduced into the schools in a small way, and 
it ia the intention of the School Committee to more 
thoroughly introducl3 it in the near future. 

In the fall of 1889 the Shaker School, 80 called, 
was discontinued. The committee, aner carefully 
considering the question, decided that insomuch as 
the Shaker fraternity were unwilling to either send 
their cbildren to the village Bchools for instruction 
or to admit of any number of pupils from outside 
their families attending-the commi ttee, owing to the 
crowded condition of some of the other schools, desi­
ring to send a number of Icholan there-they could 
not right.rully continue the school. It was held by 
many that the school was sectarian, and .. herefore, 
under the existing law of the Commonwealth, could 
not be supported by the town. 

The town has been the recipient of two bequests 
for the benefit of the schools, tbe tint of which was 
from the 'Hon. Leonard M. Parker, a native of the 
town and a man prominent in the affain of the 
State. 

In 1866, at a town-meeting convened August 4th, the 
town voted to accept his bequest, which the following 
extract from his will will explain: .. I give and be­
queath to the inhabitants of the town of Shirley, afore­
said, the lum of four thousand doHan, to constitute a 
fund for the endowment and support of a high school 
for the benefit of aU the youth of the town," theaame 
to be placed under the Buperintendence And direction 
of a board of six trustees named in tbe wi11, thil 
board to conliat of five. whEln reduced to that number 
by death or otherwile; arrangement was alBo made 
whereby the vacancies occurring on this board from 
time to time .hould be filled. 

This fund WIS, a.cciording to the implied request of 
the donor, placed in the handB of Dr. James O. Parker, 
as treaaurer, by the trustees of the fund. Dr. Parker 
entered upon the discharge ofhiB duties July 12,1856, 
and oontinned in the office until 1872, when his name 
was dropped on account of the aroused s1l8picions on 
the part of the town and the trustees of the fund, and 
Rev. Seth Chandler was appointed in hiB place. 

The fund atthil time amounted to $8151.52. Of this 
lum Dr. Parker paid over to hiuucce880r,in theomce 
oUreaaurer, at the beginning of the fiscal year, June 
80, 1878, the lum of 13654.67, leaving in biB bands a 
balance of ,"96.85, which lum he repeatedly prom­
iBed to pay, but hia promiaea were never fulfilled. 
Frequent demands were made by the treasurer of the 
fund upon him, but to no purpose, and at . length the 
town appointed a committee to collect from tbe ex-
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treasurer the lum due the fand, then amounting to 
over '7500,-at'ter a tedious litiglLtion it Will decided 
tbat, owing to the poverty of the defaulting treasurer, 
the amount could not be recovered. 

The fund remaining in the hands of the trultees 
after paying the cOlk of litigation WIS found to be 10 
1m all that little could be done toward. carrying out 
the planl of the donor j accordingly a compromise "as 
proposed between the town and the residuary legatees 
of the estate of Hon. L. M. Parker, "b)' which the re­
mainder of the lUnda might be used for any legitimate 
town purp08eB," but by realOn of the disagreement of 
counael the cue il It ill before the court in an nnlet­
tied condition. The amount of the fund at the pres­
ent time, 1890, il about 16000. 

The lecond of these legacies was that of Mil. Sarah 
P. Longley, who died in 1889. Both Mn. Longley 
and her hUliband, the late larael Longley, were greatly 
interested in the public Ichooll in the village, and the 
fund created by her will be a fitting monument of her 
generosity, and the names of Mr. and Mra. Longley 
will long be kindly cherished by the grateful Icholan 
of the village BchooI. 

Thn following il an extract of ber will: "I give 
and bequeath to the town of Shirley the sum of lix 
tbouaand dollan in trult to keep the same invested in 
eafe lecurities, and I order, will and direct that the 
said town Ihall pay the income or interest of four 
thoueand dollan towardl the IUPPOrt of the union or 

, high school, and the income or interest of two thou­
sand doUan towards the support of tile primary and 
intermediate Ichoo18, all of which Ichool8 are no" 
lituated in Shirley village. The principal, lix thou­
land ("000), to be iDvested by itself and called the 
I Iuael Longley School Fund.''' 

Thus the town has two fundI aggregating lOme 
twelve thouland dollarl, the income of which shan be 
a lut benefit to the Ichooll, and the fundI will ltand 
as lasting monuments of the generolity and public 
81liritedneB8 of the donon. 

In 1842 five out of the Beven Ichool districts availed 
themselves or the State appropriation offered in t.hat 
year-on condition that as much more tohould be 
added by a town tax or private subscription, and pro­
cured the" School Library," published under the di­
rection and' superintendence of the MassachUlietts 
Board of Education. , 

Thele libraries are now a thing of the plUlt, they 
having been 10 much neglected by the people that 
their existence, if in fact they do now exist, il no 
doubt forgotten. 

The number of penonl from this town who have 
received a college education is Imall, owing, doubtleB8, 
to the limited population, the pf'cuniary inability of 
parenta to give their lonl a public educatioD, and the 
general inclination of t1e young men to eDgage in 
mechanical punuits. Among the number may be men­
tioned General Daniel Parker, a graduate of Dart­

.mouth, class of 1801. He was a claBBmate of Daniel 

Webster. He for year. was judge advocate of the 
Third DiviAion of MIlB8achuaet.t Imilitia-afterwardl 
he was appointed by President Madiaon adjutant and 
inlpector·g~neral of the army with the rank of briga­
dier·general. He died in 1846. 

Leonard M. Parker, a brother of Daniel, was allO a 
graduate of Dartmouth io the cl&88 of 1808. In 1812 
he was appointed army jodge advocate. In 1816 he 
was elected to the HOUle of Representatives from 
Oharleltown, where, 00 his admiB8ioD to the bar in 
1811, he began the practice of his profeB8ioD. Soon 
after he wal chosen to the Senate, and continued to be 
elected to either the Senate or Houae untill8S0, when 
he was appointed naval officer for the port of BoatoD 
and Charleltown. After thft expiration of hil t6rm he 
removed back to Shirley and he was immediately rd­
turned to the Houae, and until 1850 was act.ively en­
gaged in both branches of the State government. 

Mr. Parker wal active in toWD affl\in, lerving both 
OD the Board of Selectmen and School Committee. 

He was actin, too, in church work, being a member 
of the Fint Parilh Society. 

While in the Btate Benate in 1826-27, he was a 
leader in the Itruggle which resulted in making 
Warren Bridge a free bridge and opening" a free 
paBB8ge from Boston to thecountry,"-a most import­
ant and warmly contested movement. And when in 
the early hilltory of the anti Ilavery agitation, in 
1837, the Dational Houae of Representatives adopted 
the relOlution overthrowing the right of petition upon 
the lubject of Ilavery, in the battle againlt which 
John Quincy AdamI, then a member of that HOUle, 
bore 80 prominent and nohle a part, Mr. Parker, as 
chairman of the committee to which a memorial npon 
the matter was referred in the State Legi,lature, 
prepared and rl'ported a leries of resolutionl, of which 
the following are a part: ' 

H Baal ... " Tba& Ooncnw d_ ...- the CO_IWUODal powor &0 
abollooh ." •• 1'1 wlthlll the Dletrlc& of Columbia. 

.. B • .., ..... Tha& &be 'oGllda&lon prlDCIpl .. of 0lIl' polltte&IIIIItl&1ltlOlll, 
the bOllor of our conDu,. &lid &he peace of all, dem&lld Ibo eoI .... 1I _. 
alderatioD b, OoD.,.... of the wl8dom ... d .sr.cu of ezoreJeJn,lbo power 
ar"reeold. .. B..,_, That tbe "CM of petilloD, &lid rre. dl.c .... OD 18 reprd &0 
an ..... tten wlthlll the OOII8btuU. ... 1 powen of Oo~ ODlb& &0 be 
beld _ .... ; aDd &II, a&temp& &0 impair or abrldp It abonlel 110 mol wl&ll 
deYoted armn_." 

Thil, so far'BI we have been able to learn, wal the 
fint report of reaolutions in any form to the Legisllr 
ture, or to any Legislature in the country, "lUIIICrting 
the right of Congreu to abolilh Ilavery in .. he Die­
trict of Columbia, and making upon that body a 
solemn demand to consider the wiadom and the 
effects of the exercise of that power." 

One other name i8 wortby of mention here, though 
not a college graduate-Oliver Holtlen. He was born 
in Shirley,September 18, 1765. Trained to the tfllde 
of a carpenter, his musical gifi!lled him in time from 
that employment to that ofa te~her and composer of 
music. He was thl! author and compiler of several 
mUllical wor\rawl1ich had large_Ie aud became widely 
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popular. But" what moat distinguished him, and that 
for which he will be the longest known and remem­
bered is the composition of that divine tune I Corona­
tion.' " 

PUBLIO LIBBABY.-The first library of a public 
character of which we have record WIUI known lUI the 
"Social Library." It was ntablishedabout 1790 by 
the IUIBOciated efF"rt of a few promInent families, 
under the lead of the first minister of the town, Bev. 
PhinehlUl Whitney. It numbered IOmewhat over one 
hundred volumea at the beginning, and WIUI increased 

'(rom year to year by auch additioD8 as circumstancea 
would permit. Weare told that" not a work of fic­
tion waa on ita ahelves,-nothing of an ephemeral 
character,-but standard history, geography and 
natural science." It WIUI nteemed a valuable collec­
tion at the time, but pal!lled from &enice with the 
generation with which it atarted.' 

In 1889 another movement for a library WIUI made 
by a few ladiea o( the First Congregational Society. 
An lUIIOCiation WIUI formed (or ita maintenance, and 
it was aupported by a membenhip fee, initiatory and 
annual. It numbers about aeven hundred volumes. 

Daring the pastorate of Rev. Hr. Norcr0B8, o( the 
Orthodol[ Church, at his auggestion and by his aid, a 
reading cIrcle was formed. Boob for reading were 
purchased aa members dnired, and p..oo from one 
to another on a syatem of mutual ownership and 8l[­

change. Somewhat more than one hundred volumea 
were gathered in thia way, and in 1884 they were 
offered to the town on certain apecified conditiona, to 
be made the basia or beginning of a Public Library. 
The town conaented to the conditiona and accepted 
the offer, and elected a board of trustees. It allO 
made an appropriation for the purchase of ne'w boob, 
and continues this practice annl1ally. The appropri­
ation for the preaent year ia three hundred dollars. 
The truatees perform the dutin of librarian, and 
render all aervice free. The library now contains 
about eleven hundred volumes, and arrangements are 
in progreaa for the opening of a reading· room in con­
nection with it. 

ECCLESIASTICAL HISTOBY.-At the time the dia· 
trict was organizlld, the nearnt place of public wor 
IIhip was in the parent town, Groton, a distance of 
from three to nine miles. The roada were but rough 
pathways through the wooda, and the only passage 
acrolls the river was by a narrow foot-bridge, or by 
fording. The travel WIUI on foot or horse-back, and 
yet, with this diatance and ita difficulties, those who 
wera in health and able to m'ake the journey were 
seldom absent from church. The need of religious 
privilegn at a nearer and more convenient point WIUI 

deevly felt, and waa one of the reasona for the sep­
aration and incorpora~ion of the district, and an 
early movement 'VIUI made to secure the aame. At a 
legal meeting held aill: montha after ita organization, 
the aecond article in the warrant waa: II To see if 
the town will hire any preaching th:s spring." 

"Paaaed in the nE'gative" is the record of the action 
at this time. But lOon another effort waa made, and 
with better auccess. .. At a legal meeting begun and 
held at the houae of Mr. Jonathan Gould, ill sd dis­
trict of Shirley, it was voted to raiBe Ten Pound, 
lawful money, to hire preaching." This was in the 
lint year of the district's incorporation. In the 
aame year atepa were taken toward building a hoUBO 
of won hlp. A meeting 11'88 held October 24th at the 
house of Robert Henry, and adjourned thence to the 
apot which had been selected for the meeting. house. 
A slight change was determined in the location and 
recorded 88 followa: "Voted to move the meeting­
houae place from where the committee atated it, about 
thirty poln west to a white oak tree and ht>ap of 
atoDea." II Voted that William Simonds, Jerahmeel 
Powers and Samuel Walker be a committee to mo\·. 
the meeting-house." By which WIUI meant, make the 
change in location and move auch material aa bad 
been brought to the place. The people were invited 
to labor on the house and grouuda, and were to be al­
lowed "four shillings a day for a man, and one shil­
ling a day for a pair of o~en." In November the 
site was prepared and the frame erected. .. It atood 
Dearly opposite the location of the present Centre 
School-houae." Tbe covering, laying the fioon and 
finishing proceeded alowly. 00 December 26th the 
district voted" to raiae £16, to provide building ma­
terials." The houae WIUI completed late in the follow­
ing spring, or in the early aummer, and was a rongh 
atructure, ceiled on the outaide and without pewa or 
seata. These, however, were furnished within a few 
years, the first being built by the town at the right or 
the pulpit for the minister's family, and the custom 
adopted of aeating the hOQlle according to the dignity· 
of the people, the largest taz·payer being, considered 
first, the men aitting at the right of the broad aisle, 
and their wives having the aame poaition on the left. 

At a meeting held a few weeks before ita comple- . 
tion, it was II voted to bire three montha' preaching." 
And, on November 29th, U WIUI" voted to have sil[ 
weeka' preaching this winter!" The expenae of 
maintaining religious aenieea appears to have borne 
heavily, and during the following year, 17M, we have 
no account of any being beld. But at the meeting 
or the Colonial Legialature in September, a petition 
was prnented, which reads lUI followa : 

lI~oflM~", 

II To Hie Do.oar 8peacn Pbl.., 1lIq., Lleute .. nt-<loYenor "" .. 
Comma1lll .... h •. cbl.f of aid ProdDee; to &bo HOIIorable, HI. H1II0I&7'. 

OouacU"" Ho_ of Re~Ia&I~ .. la Geaoral Coan _bled ". 
BoetoD, September !N&b, 1766. 

"Tb. paUlioD of John WbltDe)', J_Pattenoaand JODU LoDlle1, 
a cOlOmltt .. "DI, appointed b7 the Dlltrlet of Shlrle" hWllbl78bowelll, 
&llal the aid Dlotrlet I .... o&n, lind -07 oC tit.... poor; but the Jrleal 
dlll_ &b.7 II ..... from the Public lleeUD,-Ho".. ID GrotoD, obll,ed 
&b_ to ... oft" from aid towD, ID ..... or to .-I~. prtdl .... amolt, 
tIt_I~.; altho' .... ha~ ..... a .. t oft" mo .. tb .... three 7ean, wo ha ... 
DOt _D able to .. Ulo a mlaiater, tho' .... h ..... hOt a _11 Hoale for 
the PDbllck worehlp of God, and han hired preachlDIr pen of th. tin •• 
"Dee •• w_ .. t olf; a1lll1O It II. tit'" &bo ... Ie now .buDt one-tbln! or 
0 .... Databl. Pulle are IDlleted ID hie JlI\IeIt,'. SerdCl!; but w. llel,.. 

Digitized by Google 



476 HISTORY OF MIDDLESEX COUNTY, MASSACHUSETTS. 

deelroua 10 .. til •• Illallter .moac ounel •• (but tblak oal'lel_ Dot 
.bl;' without lOme furtb.r .... laacelbau 10 ...... our Xotat-. ... eI wbat 
Pul" .... bave) •• ael there belnc .. vorat Jluaelrucl Acree or uulwproYed 
Land.lrluR wllblll our Dlllrlct, wbl.h I. ....do mllcb III v"u. 101' 
our ImproveJUeatll: 10 lb.t •• bumblr prar )"our Doaollr .DeI H~nolln, 
to ea ... I. tb •• 1cI DJatrict ul Sblrlorlo _ .lIlb" unlmprov'" Landa 
Irlac wlt"llI _lei DIII&,lct. tor tb ... roan uext coallac. at two Peuce 
poor A .... to .D.bl. ... la .UIIDg of. IlID .. ter, .DeI olber a_r)' 
eb ..... la ialel DJatrlc& i .uel 10 _ auel collect tbe __ Ia euch w&J 
• Dd _aer a r- UODOllra ..... 11 _ m .. t i a la ellltl bollDeI obaIl 
• verpral· 

.. JA ... PAftaUOa. 
"Joaa Warran." 

Upon this petition the following order W88 issued: 

" R_ .... ortI. .... that tbe Petltloa.ra .n. the Hoa·rMJcIeut .ueI 
oth.r Proprletun ot the Ilalmproved Lau'" la the DJatrict of 8101'1'1., 
with tI... Petition. bl l_rtJr.C the lII"IaUce th.reof lu on. of the 
publlck Print. tI._ weau mcc..tnl,. tbat tll~r"'ow,,_ (If aul 
tb., bav.). on t ... -..ueI J'rloIa, of lb. nut .WDI of &bill Court, Wb, 
lb. prar'" .1I0ulel Dol be CNntecl. 

" Sent up ror concurreuce. 
.. T.BvBBUD, ........ 

"Ia Oouacll, Sept. 28, 1766. lIeacI aucI coucur'd. 
"Tuo .... OLA.It .. DIp.s..',. 

"CoP)' ._luecI. Per Tllo .... 0 ...... " .. DIJo. s..',." 
Tbis W88 printed In the BOlton GazeLU or Country 

Journal October 6,1755. 
Soon after the completion of the meeting·house it 

was decided to have a setlled ministry, and a com· 
mittee was appointed to attend to the matter and to· 
seek advice of neighboring ministers in the discharge 
of tbia duty. A day of fasting and prayer was ap· 
pointed and observed-June 18, 1756-"that they 
might have divine guidance in a matter of such great 
moment." 

In February of the following year an invitation was 
extended to Hr. Goodhue, from Hollis, N. H .• who 
had been supplying the pulpit for some gix or seven 

. month.. He accepted, on condition" that a mile of 
territory from the town of Lunenburg could be an· 
nexed to Shirley." This territory would give a more 
,,·gular form to the town and assist its interests, and W88, 

therefore, desired by it. A petition for it was sent to the 
"Grea.t and General Court," at Boston, but W88 not 
granted, and Mr. Goodhue was not settled. Another 
invitation was given to him two years later, but de­
clined. 

After several disappointments, a unanimous invi· 
tation was given to Rev. Phinehas Whitney, of Wes· 
ton, February 25, 1762, and accepted. It was "voted 
to give Mr. Whitney £133 61. 8d. as a settlement, and 
tbat one·half be paid in three months, and the resi· 
due within tile year. And voted to give £53 13 •. 4<1. 
as a salary, to be raised to £60 when the district sItall 
have seventy. five families. and to £66 131. 4d. when 
there shall be eighty·five families, with the addition 
of twenty cords of wood annually to be carried to hia 
door." Land owned by the district was deeded to Hr. 
Whitney in part paymentof the sum voted to Itim all a 
settlement, and on this he built his home. Hill letter 
of acceptance bears date April, 1762, and bis ordina· 
tion took place in June. The church was organized 
by tIte council previous to the ordination, and a cov· 

enant adopted and subscribed by the pastor-elect and 
twelve brethren. No names of women appear. 

The covenant reads as follows: 
.. We .h_ nam .... benanto IIlbecrl ...... belnc Inballl .... lI of the 

Dl8lrlct or Shlrlel, H •• Bnllaacl, kno.l ... that ...... ftr)' prone 10 or· 
tenel auel provoke tb. 1l0lt IIICh God, botb la b .. rt ... eI ur .. tb'OIICb tbe 
p ..... I._ of.ta tbat elw.lIelb wlthla U, .ael manllolellllllptatlo_ fl'Olll 
wllbout U, rOl' .hlch •• bav. creat I'IIUOII to be llarelCO""l buill .... 
bero ... bllll f'roIIl "'110 eI&l ;-cIo la lb. name of ollr Lord J_ Ohrlet • 
wltb eI~peuel._ upoo lb. II'MIOIll ....... ce of H .. Holl Spirit, 101· 
.mDll.at.r Inlo COftllllllt with Oo4.ueI with 01lO aDOth ... aooorcIInc to 
God, a followe: 

H lnIJrriMIo. That, bowlDC ob_n ... 4 taIt.n lb. Lord Jaboftb 10 be 
ou. God •••• 1Il r ... blm, cl_w. to blm lllluYe, ........... bllll la truth •• 
• llb .. 1 our h ....... elYln, up ollnelv. to blm 10 be b .. people; la ell 
thla .. to be at b .. ellnctlon auel _ .... p dlllpcal i &bat W.ID&J bave . 
auel holel communloa wltb hllll a membera or Chrllt'.1II)'ItIcal bod,. aGo 

COrellDC 10 .......... 1 ... will, 1l01o our II •• ' .n .... 
lOlL W. olIO blnel o.mel •• 10 brlug IIp our oblJcJna auel __ 11 I. 

lb. knowledp ... eI f .... of 00cI, bl hoI)' IlIIInIptlou, IICaOrcIlac til our 
beat ablllU .. i aucll.1peCIal bl tbe _ or Ortboclox catoobJ-, &bat lb. 
true ... llglon ID&J be 1II.lnIalD'" In 011'1' famlll ... blle •• II .. : ,-' auel 
amone auch a .""Iliv. wb.n •• are cIeacI auel CO .... 

.. a. Auel •• f"rth.r IN'OIDIee to keep cl_ to lbetruth of OIl ..... aucI 
dlawlDI.lth lIy&l, alI'ecUon towlll'clJt In our b ...... 10 cIef.nelll aplbIl 
.. I oppoeara thereor. a God ..... 1 call ... at aul 11_ thenllnto i .blob 
that •• ma,"" ....... IY. to .... th. hol, ICrIptu_a 00'1' platfunn, 
.... rebl .... ID&J elt.cern the mlael of Cbrllt, and not the ••• ·toaacIla· 
..oUo .. or men. 

"to W. &leo .app ouraIY. to ha ... cantul loepectIoD oyer our 
0_ b_rta, vi •• , lOa to .ueI_vor. bl lb.Ylrtu. 01 lb. cIeatb or Ohmt. 
tb. mortUlcatlon or .. I Ollr IInful .... 001 •• Orlelll r,._ allel elloot­
.... 1, atl'ectlou, .hereb, we mal be .• Ithelra.n f'roIIl tb. IIvlnl God. 

"6. W. monov.r obi", ou_Iv .. (ln lb. faithful lmpro_at of 
our abilltl allel opportuolly) to ._"Ip God --'IDC 10 .. I lb. pan .... 
IllarllllUluUolII or ChI'''' ror hi. chu ... b. und.r Goapel umJn ..... tto .... 
u to eI" ..... reDt atleutloa unto lb. word of God, 10 pr&lllato hllll. 
10 IInl h .. p ....... nello bolel oommunloa each with othen, la &be _ 
of both of lb ..... or lb. coveuaal, .. lIIe1, BaptJ.n ..... lb. Lord'. 
SIlJlpe'l' • 

.. 8. W.lIk .... PI'OIII'" tbet ..... 111 peaceablllDbmlt 10 lb. bol, elle-
dpllne appolnl ... bl Cbrlat 10 b .. cho ... b. rOl' oIIitnclen; obe,iac (-.10 
Inc to lb. Will or QocI) th_ tbat ba .. th. rul. 0 •• '1' III III th. Lord • 

"7. W.'110 bluel ollnel_1o walk In lov .. 0118 to ......... oth ....... 
eI_vorioC 011'1' mlltual "'18cetJon, vl8l&lnl" exbortl DC. COIllfortlng. a 
occuIon .... etb. aDeI.amlnc anl brotber 01' ....... blob o ...... tb. Dol 
ellvnlglDI prlv.te otr ..... Irrepl"'l. bllt beeclrllll, followllli th .... 
.ral p ... cepta ror obulOb eI .. UOC (Matlbew xvUl. 10 .DeI 17) •• UlloelT 
forcJ.IDI all th.t elo m.nlt.., unlo the Jllelc_nt or .'1'''1. &bat lbe, 
trul, repeat oflb.lr 101 ........... 

" .. )lorlO .. r wehrth.r acree auel conllllllt &bat W •• 111 h ... ruUnc 
.lcIera and deaco .... auel wb.n aIIl dltr.1'eIlOR ID&J ..... betw .. a &Il1 
m.mbera of the Cbllreb, th.a Ibel .... U be 1'1'1'" .nel umonl""'" b)' th. 
pallOr, ruUol .Ielera aod cIeacollli It elth.r partl be eI ........... Ilb 
their determination, tIt.n lh.... _, be au appeal 10 lb. obolOb at 
I ... i ed It .Ilb.r partl be .u.atllll'" .ltb &be determluatlon of lb. 
cbn ...... tbea tb ... -1 be au appeal 10 all -a.lutlcaI collllCll. .. 
corellnc 10 lb. c .... om of CODCNpllun .... 1ll. 

.. Ho. tb. God or.- that brought apln f'roIIl th ....... oar Lord 
J_ Chrlat, that Gnat Shepherel of tbe ..... P. tbrouch th. bloocl 01 tbo 
everlutlDIOOY_t, _u _ perfect In •• e.., coocI.ork to do h ... 111, 
worlllllC ID 'II tbat .blcb _ w.U pl .... nc la b .. IICbl, tbroqh J_ 
Ob ..... to wbom be Clor)' rore,er .nel 8"'1'. Alllen. 

II Phln_ WhllDeJ'. 
J'obo·Looclel. 
Chari. Biehl""'; 
Blob ..... BarrlDCloa. 

. J'01lU Looel." 
Steph.n Hoi"", 
IImu.1 W .. ker. 

h .. 
DanIel x Pap, 

mark. 

Jolut x PaItenoD. 
lIIAI'It, 

Joaatban .--. 
JoauS ........ 
J'rancIII H ....... 
BaeklAb SawIllL" 

Children whose parents were not church members 
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were permitted to receive the leal of baptilm by the 
parents owning the following 

.. a....." 
"Yoo do acnr,lo the prNtllCeorOodaad bllo people, OWD tb.oo ..... 

DUlt law wblcb 100 11' ..... ateNd aDd "yea op to Ood la bapUllD, .ad 
take lIpoa 100_lr tb. obllpllna 10111' bapt ..... laid 1011 lIDder. YOll do 
aow bllDlbl, ~I or Ood remlolloa or all JOor II., both actual &lid 
o,lglnal, aad wltb aJI1011r bean 10U d ...... to accept of J ..... Clrrlo& .. 
1011r 0111, SaYlor, a. b. 110 oll"eml to poor lIaDe .. la the 00Ipe1. &lid 
1011 do !hIW IOI.a'DI, prom_, to tb. ""' or 10111' po_r &lid .. Ood 
Iball eDab'" 1011, that)"011 ,.'01 foralle tbe .,...ltIee or the world, aad la 
all reepect. live .. tb_ wllb lb. pat Ood aad bl. PIOpl •• aDd 1011 do 
11011' partlclllarl1 prom_, as God eban .. abl. 1oa, to make It JOlIr 
pl'll1.r and eDd_yor th.t 1011 a,a1 be prepared arllbt w aU.ad w the 
onll_ &lid 1 .... 1111110. of Christ, aad m .. t. blm wh .... bl. death II 
Ibowed fortb • and 1011 Ukew_ prom ... W IIIbmlt. 10llnelf to Ibe watch 
and dleclplla. or the Clr1ll'cb or Cbr1lot, aad o&rJve "bat 10111' bebaTlol' be 
approYed b1 Ood aacl ....... " 

The Conreaaion of Faith adopted 11''' the following: 
"I. Y01I belleY. la oae Oed, la tbree pallO'" (or charecten), )'ather, 

~~:a:o~:U:::.IICnd8cr1J1hu'ee: .... t.bewonlorO~aDd"puIect 
nl. of ratth ud prectlce. 

.. I. YOII baU.,.. that ...... Ia" ratlea c:reature, aad _aot. baJutlled 
b1 tb. deede of th.Ia,. • 

.. 4. YOll belle,.. tbetJ_ Chr1lot 110 tbe IIoD or Ood aad Sa.Jorolmea 
"ad that. God wW beetow _hatlOD OD all tb_ wbo wtll reprat aDd bII­
lIey. la bllo aame, aad U .. e aceonllDI w tbe precepU of bla OoepaL 

"0. Y01I bell .... la" ..undiOD of th. bod1 &lid " fllture IIate of 
ftwanllaad pIlallbmealL 

.... Y01IlM1l18Ye tbat. baptllm 110 &II llIII1tDtIoa of Cbr1lot", aDd th. Lonl·. IIIpper Ia • Ilacruneat. b1 wblch bla cbllrcb ebould comm.morate 
b .. 471n, Jo ••• w wblcb oh1ll'cb 1011 bell ... 1& 10ur 411&1 w Joia 
1011""." 

In the lame year with the Il!ttlement of Mr. Whit­
ney and the organization of the church, repairs were 
made on the meeting-houae. At a meeting of the 
district a committee was chOlen, and it was " voted to 
leave it to the committee to repair the meeting-hoUle 
aa they sball think proper; that they shan put a new 
window in the ministerial pew, and that /18 mucll light 
be gif1m to the pulpit as pouible." On Oct. 24, 1763, 
it was "Voted that eacb seat in the m~ting-houlie 
sball go out on the Sabbath day. according to their 
dignity." As was the common practice of the time, 
the meeting-houle was used for town and military 
meetings, as well as public worship. 

With the increase or population thil hO\l8e became 
in a few yeare too small for their accommodation. A 
new hoUle was accordingly determined upon, and to 
encourage the work the pastor gav~ II .£10 lawful 
money for the carrying on or the meeting-houle." 
Land adjoining the four acres given by the proprietors 
of Groton for a burying-place and training-field 'Was 
bought for the purpose. At a diatrict meetiDI', May 
21, 1771, "Voted that the new meeting-houae be 
fiftr feet in length, and forty feet in breadth, and that 
it be raised as soon as June of next year." The 
hoUle was completed in the autumn, of 1778 and was 
opened for use for the fil1lt time on the annual 
Thankigiving Day, Nov. 25th. The shingles on the 
north roof of this houle were in senice eigbty-tbree 
years, and when removed showed but little decay. 
The hO\l8e was enlarged by adding three porches and 
a tower iu 1804, and a bell was given the town by 

... 

Wallis Little, Esq., to be hung in the tower. The 
same cllltom was observed in seating the people as in 
the former hOllle. While the house WII building, a 
gift of an elegant folio Bible (London edition) for the 
UIe of tbe pulpit W8S made by Madam Hancock, the 
wife of the first Governor under the State Conltitu­
tion, John Ha:lcock. Thil Bible is atill in use in the 
pulpit of tbe ~irst Parish. ,A letter of acknowledg­
ment was sent the donor by order of the district. It 
reads as follow. : 

.. IIAD". :-Tb. IDhabltan .. of Sblrl." belDI this da,_bled at 
the pabUo me.llal,bo_, take thllo arat oPportllolt, to .... lIra lb.lr .... 
Deft tb&D1uI w 1011 tor 10111' late pIIerc81t1 la .... 101 th_ a Tel')' baDd. 
lOme folio Bible, to be Ned 10 pllbllo eY.r1 Lonl'.4q. Tb., ...... a­
.. bl. that the ...... laC of tl, •. Scripta .... III pllbUo Is .e.,. coDlmeudablo, 
aDd bope It will be .... 1I, .. ry,l .... bl. w thu, ..... 4.t. th. am. time 
-"'lUII tbat tho1 bay. •• raleflll .. _ of 1011r paorclll, aad pI..., 
ID promot.lal.ucb " lall,labl. pracUce. Tbe1 .. ac .... I, w .... 1011 (....,) 
U ... aud ooallllu. to cIIm. 10llr klado_ to tb. aeed7-that 1011 ...., 
~01 bappla_ b .... aDd la the fIItD ... world be .-ITed to .... p the 
ftward of 10ar uWlllY. cbarlt1, ID the kla ..... of b_vea. 

"Sblrl." DeceDlber U, 1'1l1." 
.. Jo .. ~Qr.ar, DiIC. m.rt. 

An interesting episode in tbe ministry of Mr. Whit­
ner occurred during the Revolutionary War. The 
people found great diJliculty in paying his salary 
wben due. Mr. Whitney found it equally difficult to 
provide the nece88&ries of lire with the greatly dimin­
isbed purchasing power of his salary. This obliged 
him to ask for a measure of relier. or diamiuion. 
Unwilling to grant him a diamiuion, they decided to 
raile a special appropriation or .£183 6,. 4d. BuL 
such was the depreciation or paper mocey that the 
purchuing power of thls was ollly .£86 121. 4d., an 
'amount entirely inadequate, of wbich he informed 
them. A committee was then appointed to conlider 
and adjust the matter. Tbis committee reported June 
21,1779, "That we find Mr. Whitney is desirous of 
doing no busineu for hil aupport that in any measure 
interferes with hil ministerial work. This committee 
are of opinion that his present salary is entirely in­
suJlicient for his support; they are therefore of opin­
ion Lh:at the district from tlie 28d day of thils inltaot 
June, during the present war 'With Great Britain, pay 
his alary of .£66 1&. 4d. annually, according to the 
price of Indian corD and Rie, reckoniDg Indian corn 
at .£0 21. 8d. per bushel, and Rie .£0 41. per bllIhel, 
said salary to rise and ran as the price of laid grain 
rises and falls; also tbat the prico of aaid grain be 
estimated by the &l8e880ft annually, when the &lieu­
men' is made for the payment of salary; the ulary 
being paid in the foregoing manner, upon the follow­
ing condi~ions, to which Mr. Whitney freely conseots, 
viz: that there be a deduction made by the 1lIIIe88Ol1I, 

during the war, from his lalary thus paid, or his rull 
proportion of taxes &8IeIIed upon the district aecord­
iog to hiB estate, real and personal." , 

This report was unanimously accl"pted Bnd the 
thanb of the diltrict voted" to the Rev. Hr. Whit· 
ney for hiB generous and truly patriotic Ipirit and 
disposiLion in being willing to bear his equal propor-

Digitized by Google 



478 HISTORY OF !HDDLESEX COUNTY, MASSACHUSETTS. 

tion of the very extraordinary heavy taxea hiB people 
are laboring under at this distreuing time!' 

The Binging in puhlic wonhip W88 congregat.ional, 
the lIenior d8llcon reading the plalm or bymn a line 
at. a time, and the congregation following. In 1786 it 
\V8S decided t<I gil'e this part of the service to the 
charge of a 801ect choir, and the back seata in the 
front gallery were appropriated to t.heir use. This 
caused trouble and it wu brought before the town at 
a regular meeting by an article in the warrant, "To 
see if the town will vote the two hind seata in the 
front gallery. to be titled for the use of the Bingen, 
instead of the two hind seata on the lower tloor." A 
committee wu chosen to confer with the 8ingen and 
arrange the matter. They ,eported II April y. 18, 
1786," .. that having held a conf"rence with them, we 
have agreed that the two hind seata in the front 
gallery be made into a proper pew, with a table lIuit· 
able for. them, or convenient for books, and that they 
take the aaid pew for their seata 80 long 08 they lerve 
in linging." 

A committee W88 appointed April 24, 1787. to pur­
ch888.a bass-viol, .- for t.he UBe of the meeting-house," 
and" a cheat wu made-at the expenBe of the pu­
tor-for the aafe-keeping of the viol when not In use!' 
'l'his inBtrnment wu in use till 1842, and forty yean 
of this time wu' played by the aame penon-David 
Livermore. 

Mr. Whitney continued in active Bervice for lOme­
what more than forty year., when he wustricken with 
paralysis. Incapacitated for the performance of hiB 
public dutieB, he generously offered to relinquiBh one· 
haIf of biB qlary to aid toward the Bettlement of a 
collesgue. In a letter to the town dated Nov. 12, 
1812, he aaya: II ConBidering my age and intlrwities, I 
Bincerely wiah to have you settle another minilter in tbis 
to"n 81 Boon 08 you can. And I now renew the offer 
that I made by your committee lut year, that if the 
town will settle another miniBter witb me that is not 
yet fifty yean old, and one whom the neighboring 
churches Bhall approve, I will from the day of hiB ordi­
natioD, relinquiBh one-Ilalf of my Balary forever there­
after. I would further observe, Buch iB my lolicitude for 
thewelfureand order of the town, that I Bhould willingly 
relinquillh the whole Balary if they would settle an­
other regular miniBter,-if I could do it and do JUB­
tice to myaelf, my family and my crediton. Wishing 
you divine direction, I Bubacribe mY8elf your affec-
tionate putor, PHINERAS WHITNEY." 

By the termB of hiB Bettlement he could claim hiB 
full salary during hiol life. 

The settlement of a coUeague wu not effected till 
the autumn of 1815, when Mr. Samuel H. Tolman, of 
Winchendon, accepted the iuvitation of the town and 
of the church, and W88 ordained to the office Oct. 20th. 
He dilcharged' ita dutiel till Feb. 17,1819, when at 
his requeat, on account of growing diuenBions, a 
council wu called and he waa dismiued. The death 
of Mr. Whitney occurred Dee.l7Lh, of theaame year. 

HiB tlnt wife, to whom he 1'08 married April 28.1762, 
-the month in which he accepted the invitation of 
the to"8 to.become ita minister,-wu Miu Miriam 
Willard, of Harvard, who, wht1n a young girl, was 
taken from her hQll\e by the IndianL .. She lived with 
a married sister, Mra. Jamee JohnlOn, atCharleetown, 
No.4, when the Indiana made a raid upon that town 
and carried her, with the JohnlOn Camily, Mr. and 
MroJ. JohnlOn and three children, the eldest oC whom 
wu but Bix yean old, with two oC their neighbon, to 
Canada. Forced to journey through a pathleas wil­
dern888, Bhe wu required to lie upon the ground at 
night, with an Indian upon either side of her, with 
corda paued over her body and und.u- thein 80 that 
t.he leut Btir on her part would arouse them. They 
were sold by the IndianB to the French at Montreal. 
Mill Willard wu BOOn redeemed, but remained two 
yean in the family of the Lieut.-Oovernor, where Bhe 
wu treated with uniform kindneu, and aupported 
beraolf with her needle tiII the releue of her Biater 
And children, when they Balled for England and Crom 
tbence to New York, and then returned to her Cormer 
home. She died in 1769 at the sge of twenty-nine 
yean. With the death of Mr. Whitney the adminia­
tration of ecclesiutical aWain by the town ceued, and 
their conduct puaed into the handB of religioua IOci­
etiee, entirely separate from civil authority and main­
tained by voluntary individual Bupport, in accordance 
with what is now the univefdal practice throughout 
ilie country. 

Tiae 8hoJ,;er Cbmmunily or Society of Unittd Brtth­
ren..-The eccleaiutical unity of the town wu fint 
broken in 1781, when a community of Shaken W88 

Btarted. ThiB community began with two familie., 
Elijah and Ivory Wild, who were brothen and farm­
en, living in the lOuthern part of the town. They 
were joined by two other famlliN in the immediate 
neighborhood, but within the town of Lancuter. 
Mother Ann Lee, the founder and Bpiritual head of 
thil religious order in thiB country, 1'08 at that thne 
temporarily reaiding and holding meetings in the ad­
joining town of Harvard, where a Bociety of Shaken 
had been formed. She vieited and conducted the Sha­
ker wonhip in the homea of the Wildl. Meetinga 
for wonhip ,,:ere held Crequently, and were an object 
of great intereet to all the country round. Mr. Chand­
ler, in hiB I. HiBtory of Shirley," to which we are 
largely indebted, tellB UB that II on one occuion two 
women walked from Muon-twenty milea-on a 
rainy Sunday, and were even obliged to stop and 
wring the water from their Btockings while on the 
road; then proceeded forward unharmed by the ele­
menta, being protected by their faith." The move­
mentl and exercilea of their wonhip were 10 Btrange 
and accompanied by 10 much that wu exciting 08 

well aa novel, that pllblic attention waa lOon called to 
the matter. 

At a town-meeting held September 12,1782, it 1'08 

"Voted, that the town disapprove of the conduct oC 
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that people called Shaking Quaken, and of their p888 out. But finally a woman who lived in the 
meeting in thil town. Then, voted to chooae a com- neighborhood, and had left; a nuraing infant at home, 
mitwe of five to wait on and conlult l18id people at was gh'en the privilt·ge of going to her home. She 
Elijah Wild'8, and di8courae with them respecting immediately took mellluretl to get information to the 
their conduct. Then voted to leave the matter dis- authorities of the town. Meanwhile the mob con­
cretionary _i~h the committee, and that they make a tinued noillY and threatening through'the night, cry­
l'CllOrt to the town ai the next town·meeting in aaid ing out, .. That woman or your bOWie shall come to the 
town." No record of Rny report from thll committee ground." Lata ill tbo morning t.he dilatory polico 
appt.'ar6, and it il probable that none was made. At came and ordered them to dhlperae. Liberty was 
the preatnt lime the "labor," as it is termed in the given them to enter t.he hOUle, and at. the requeat of 
Shaker worship, which conli8ts of marcbes and Mother Ann and t.he eldera food was put upon the 
dancea, il atteuded by much lell of the violent and table and the leadera sat down and ate. Food W81 

nerVOU8 agitation and excitement t.han formerly, and paaled allO to tbole in the door·yard. Tbey promiled 
i8, therefore, more graceful and pleaunt to witn8ll, 81 the eldera if they would return wit.h them to Harvard 
well as to t.hose engaged in it. The IOciet.y received no injury should be done to them. The elders con­
many additions and became in time quite large and aented, though with litLle confidence in tbeir promises. 
prosperous, numbering at ou~ time about. one hun- Nor hardly had they arrived in Harvard when t.hey 
dl't'd. It. was divided into three families, the North, violated their word. They dragged them aside to a 
the Sout.h and Church family, the South family being convenient. place and then proceeded with their as-
10l'&ted ~Ult over the Shirley line, and within the town 88ult upon them. They firat took James Whittaker 
of Lan cuter. Ita real eatato embraces about twenty- and tied him to t.he 11mb of a t.ree, and then II leourged 
five hundred acres, much of which is valuable wood- him with a whip till the IIkln wall almolt. flayed from 
land. It has a large amount under cultivation and his back." Next they took Lee and were about to' 
devoted to various crops. The railing of garden seeds proceed in the same manner wlt.h bim, but refusing to 
for the general market baa, in paat yeara, been a large be tied, .. he knelt down and told them to lay on their 
and valuable indultry, but is at present continued Itripes, which he would receive as a good soldier of 
only to the extent of what ill needed for home ulle. A the CrOM." At that moment a lister, breaking in 
Jarge orchard, well cared for and in flne conditio:!, among them, threw heraelf between the uplif\ed lash 
yielda a good variety of fruit, IOmetimes amounting and the elder, that IIhe might receive the blow, ratber 
to a thousanel barrell for the leason. In recent years than it should fan upon him. Striking her on the 
the societ.y has declined in memberabip, having at temple, It opened a leriolll wound, from which the 
the present. lime only one-third as many as when in blood flowed freely. Alarmed, they releaaed the el­
ill most prosperoul condition. Its buildings are plain, dera, and hutened from the Icene of their delperate 
substant.ial atructure.., lOme of them of brick, commo- work. Elder Whittaker'l back was found to be 
dioul and well arranged for their leveral uaea, and for "bfaten black and blue from his Ihouldera to hil 
health, convenience and economy in management. wailtbandl, and in many places bruised to a jelly, 118 

Although t.he attempt too bring its firat membera under though he had been beaten with a club. • I have been 
the censure of the town failed, that did not entirely abused,' he said, • but not for any wrong I have 
end the hostility that. exilted towardl them. On done them j it il for your eakes. I feel nothing 
Sunday evening, June 1, 1783, Ann Lee had come againlt them for what they have done to me, for they 
over from Harvard with her eldera, James Whittaker were ignorant and knew not what they did, nor what 
and William Lee, to hold a religioul meeting at the manner of spirit they were of.' Mother and the eldera, 
houle of Elijah Wild. Enemitll from Harvard fol- with all the brethren anel lilterl, kneeled down and 
lowed them, and a mob IUPPOled to number nearly a prayed to God to forgive their blood·thiraty peraecu­
hundred ~engatheredandllurrounded the house. Wild lora. Elder Ja~ea cried heartily and eaid, • Father, 
eayl, in hil narrative of the atfair: II The malicious forgive them, for they know not what they do.''' The 
crew came to my house on Sabbat.h evening, about houle in which Ann Lee and her eldera were holding 
eight o'clock, and lurrounded the houlle. Some of the their meeting, and which the mob surrounded and at­
leadera of the mob were, or had been, captainl in the tacked, is .tillltandiDg &nd in good condition, and is 
militia, and It ill bore that title. They were fol- an object of interest to vl .. itoora. Peraontl have IOme­
lowed by a large number of men, for the evident timea become membera or the society and douned the 
purpose 'of abuliug Hother and the eldera." Fearing garb and habit of the Shaker, who after a time, from 
violence, and knowing that. the objectof thel1ll&ult was one callie or another, have found the mode of lifc tlD­

Mother Ann, and that Ihe would suft'er at their handl congenial too them, and len tbe community. Qhildren 
if they should gain an entrance, Ihe "81 concealed in who have been taken and brought up in the families, 
a small dark closet. and the door hiddcn from view, have often, on renehing tbe age in which they could 
by" placing before it a high chest of draw era." All choose for t.hemselves, declined to remain, preferring 
means of communicating their perilous position and the broader lire of tbe world. Clandestine and run­
Illeking help W811 cut oft', as nO one was permitted too away matches have IOmetimes occurred. Sometimes 
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the Beceders havo become enemies. An inltance oC .. his 
kind occurred in which the enmity turned into an oC­
fenlive attack upon the community and destruction of 
its proper .. y. ThiB wu on the night of March 3. 1802. 
A number of .. hose wbo had been of the Sbaker faith 
and cont.ributed to the building of tbe meeting-house, 
but had witbdrawn from the community, laid claim 
to the house on tbis ground, alJd sougbt to enforce 
their claim by taking pOB8eBBion. Supplying them­
selveB with a quantity oC liquor, in which they freely 
indulged. and provisioDB, they entered the building 
on tbe nigbt mentioned and he 14 pOBBeI!8ion COUt dars. 
barring the doors and sbutting out entrance from 
otbers. The rooms and furniture were much muti­
lated and damaged. On tbe fifth day the officers suc­
ceeded in Corcing an entrance throngb a window in 
tbe upper or attic part and arresting tbe parties. They 
were taken beCore the justice and bound over for t.rial 
to the Ctiminal Court at Concord. But through some 
failure of duty on the part of the county attorney, u 
wu generally BUPPOSed, or other mismanagement of 
the cue, the grand jury did not find a bill agaiDBt 
them and they were acquitted. 

ThiB appears to have been tbe luI. _uIt or offenle 
oC a Berious nature made upon the community. 
From the first they have been a peaceable, indnatriouB 
and BelC-respecting people, and they have the confi­
dence and the respect oC their neighbor, and fellow­
citizens. To the Btranger they are alwaYB kind and 
hospitable. They are Btrict in the rules and regula­
tionB which they impose upon themBelves and pleaB­
ant and orderly in all their atrairs. Tbe Collowing 
•• Rules for Visitors" are in keeping with their 
orderly waYI and kind Bpirit : 

.. PInt We wllb It 10 be uud_GOd Ihat we do Dot k .. p a publlo 
bo_. aDd w .... 10 b ... e oar rol .. altended 10 .. aD1 would tbe ralee or 
tbel. OWD p.lYat. dw.lllnc. &coo.'" Tb_ who call 10 _ tbel. rrieDda 
and relall". are 10 ,,1.1& tbem at tbo ollke, aDd Dot to CO ol .. wh ... ex­
cept b1 penoledOD or th_ In care at Ihe omce. ninl. Tb_ who II". 
Dea,. aad can call at Ib.l. OWD coDYenIeD08, are Dot expocted 10 -1 
IROn Ihan a rew houn, bat lOch .. II,.. a& a .... t dl8laoce, 0. caoDOt 
com.oOen, and ha.e DItU' rolatlv .. he ... can 1\aJ from on. 10 ron •• , .. 
accurdlnslo c:lrcumetancee. Tbll wo coDlide. a .ulldent time .. a IOn­
enl role. F_II. All vlollon are "quleled 10 arlee aDd 1m b-"rut 
a' half-put lIa II, .. mmer aad balf·put ... en ID wIDle.. 'V1Ja. At 
table w. wllb aU 10 be .. tree .. at home; but we d ... lke lb. _rul 
habit or 1 .... lnc rood on tbe plate. 110 vIce wllh DI .. 1_ rldlculOUl rD. 
belnc In r .... loo. BizlJa. ltarrled penuu te"1lac with ... o"e. Dlgbt 
a.e r.peeUu1l1 nolllled that ...,h .. x oeouP1 .. parate lleeplDC apaR­
meDII while tbe1 remalD_ Th .. rule will not be departed from uDder 
aD1 clrcumet_ BeN.a. Slnnp .. ca\llDC for m ... l. or lodglOC are 
expected 10 pa11f ac:commodeted." 

lVor,Aip.-.A.a tbe mode of worship is peculiar to 
the Sbakers and widely different from othel'll, tbe fol­
lowing concerning it may be of interest. Tbeir 
meeting-house or place of aaaem bling iB a large open 
room or ball, furnished with movable seats. "The 
lexes enter by different doors, and arrange themselves 
in lines-tbe elderB being in front-where they listen 
to a short opening addreaa by one of their elders, 
after which tbey unite in a dance. regular, Bolemn 
and uniformly in time with .. he harmony of some 

half-doZ81l aelected lingers. . After thil they fall into 
fUell oC two abreut and march. keeping Btep with the 
music of BOme Belected bymn, which il lung witb 
much fervency and Ipirit. They then bring up their 
benches and seat thelDBelves, while one of their num­
ber interests them with a religious exhortation. Tbil 
concluded, tbey rise and close their service with & lOng 
of praise. Everything is performed with decorum 
and solemnity. All clUles, from the gray-haire.i of 
fourscore down to the child of five years, seem atten­
tive and interested, whether they march or dance 
or ling or exhort. They uniformly wave their handa 
in concert with tbeir music, and liaten with marked 
attention to the WOrdB of their Ipiritualleaders." 

Order and nt'.atnes. pervade every department. 
Tbe government is religiouB in character, the minia­
ters, of wbom there il 'JBualIy one of each lex, being 
the chief officers, and under tbem the elders and 
trutees, tbe eiders having in ,:harge the BpiritnaJ 
atrairs of the lociety and the truBtees the temporal. 
l'he offices of elder and trustee in the Sbirley Society 
are held by Jobn Whitely, who is very devoted and 
faithful to its interests. He iB also t.ruatge of the 
H!Lrvard Society and minister of tbe diBtrict. 

Unifler,alut &ciely.-Tbe first meeting for the 
organization of the Universalist Society wu held at 
the houle oC JOBeph Edgarton, Sept. 21, 1812. A 
committee conBilting oC Herrick Rice, John Edgar­
ton and Lemuel Willard waB choaen to prepare a 
conltitution. Thil committee reported at an adjourned 
meeting, the cOll8titution wu adopted and officel'll 
chosen. The names of Jobn Edgarton, Joseph 
Edgarton, John Davis, Samuel Hazen, Merrick Rice, 
Lemut'l Willard, Elnathan Polly, William McIntosh, 
and TbomaB Ritter and many otbers are prominent 
in tbe early recordB. Among its members were fam­
ilies from Harvard, Lancuter and Lunenburg that 
were regular attendant. upon ita worship. When, 
lOme years after, Bocieties were established in their 
own towns, they connected themselves with those 
societies. For some time previoul to tbe organization 
there had been occaaion~l preaching in the toWD by 
minilters of this deDomination, the first oC whom waa 
Rev. Isaiah Parker, a convert from the Baptist faith, 
and physician u well u minister. After him wt:1'e 
RevB. JOBhua Flagg and Jacob Wood. The first 
house of worship wu built in 1816, and dedicated 
Jan. 9, 1817. 

It wu a plain building covered with a hip roof, and 
had but one door oC ent.rance. This opened into a nar­
row porcb, and tbence into tbe church. It waa furnished 
with high box peWB. and a gallery for the aingers 
along tbe west wall that wu entered by stairs within 
tbe audience-room. Rev. Jacob Wood wu iDatalled 
paBtor in 1818. He remained five years and then an 
interim orab years followed, in which tbe pulpit wu 
Inpplied by tranlient preachers. In i829 Rev. Rna­
sell Streeter removed (rom Watertown and became 
tbe resident paBtor, continuing hia miniatry till 1834, 
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when he removed to Woodstock, Vt. The following 
year the pUlpit was supplied by Rev. Stillman Bar­
den. In 18.16 Rev. Lucius R. Paige, who WI\I then 
settled in Hardwick, supplied a part of t.he time. 
Mr. Paige in later years was the author of II Paige's 
Commentariee" and other important works. In 1837 
and 1838 Rev. Ruful Pope was the preacher, but re­
sided in Sterling, where he preached a part of tbe 
time. He was lucceeded by Rev~John Pierce, whose 
pastorate continued till April 1840, when flLiling 
health obliged him to retire. Then Rev. Walter 
Harriman, plltor of the church in Harvard, was en­
geged, preaching one-hall the time. This arrange­
ment continued till 1845. Mr. Harriman was 
anerwardl! widely known in public and political life, 
serving in the army during the Civil War, commis­
sioned 81 colonel of a regiment from his native State, 
New Hampshire, and promoted to the office of 
general. Fur several terms aner the war he was 
Governor of New Hampshire. 

During 1845 and 1846 the church was remodeled 
at an expense of $2168. A hall was finished in t.he 
upper part and devoted to the use ot the II Fredonia 
Lodge" of Odd Fellows. In April, 1846; Rev. 
Joaiah Coolidge became the plltor, and performed 
the duties of the office ~wo years. An interim of one 
year now occurred in which the pulpit WII supplied 
by neighboring ministers. Rev. Benton Smith was 
then invited, and began his pastorate in April, 1849. 
During Mr. Smith's pastorate, on March 19, 1850, a 
bell was placed upon the churc~, the first church-bell 
in the village. He discharged the dutiea of the office 
five yean, and WII succeeded by Rev. Orren Perkins, 
who remained but one year. Rev. E. W. Coffin was 
the next pastor, beginning his work in May, 18M; 
and closing it March 8, 1867. The 7th o,f the foll~.w. 
ing June, Rev. George F. Jen~ entered upon his 
dutiea as pastor and remained three yean and nine 
montha. The Dext pastor was Rev. CYrus B. Lom­
bard, his pastorate begin ning March 10, 1861, and 
covering a period of five years. After an interim of 
a few moptbs with a transient Bupply of the pUlpit, 
Rev. Ezekiel Fitzgerald was engaged, but remained 
leas than a year and a half. From the cloae of Hr. 
Fitzgerald's labors to· the last Sunday in ·Octobe~,l869, 
preaching was continued regularly, but no pastor was 
settled. At that date the last service was held in the 
uld ~hurch. It was sold to Mr: Norman C. Munson, 
who removed and titted it for a public hall. It is the 
present Village Hall, 'and is &nely adapted for all 
social and public uses. The building of the new 
church was immediately begun, and was completed, 
and the service ofdcdiCl"tion held November 23,1870. 
It is a fine structure of the early English Gothic 
style of architecture, with open-timbered roof and 
ceiling, pailited and frescoed in rich and subdued 
colors. The entire expense of the church was $25,000. 
It is furnished with a &ne organ which coat $2200. 
Towards this large expense, Mr. N. C. Muuon, a 

31 

member of the society and a leading spirit in the 
work, was a large and generous contributor •. Imme­
diately on the completion of tbe church, Rev. H. A; 
Philbrook was called to the pastorate, in which he 
continued two yeara. The Dext few yean the pulpit 
was supplied by transieut preachers, and during a 
part of 1875 st'rvices were suspended altogether, on 
account of the general deprellion in businl'8s. In 
May, 1876, Rev. J. W. Keyea was called to the pasto­
rate and served the society three year.. Then fol­
lowed another interim of a little more than one and a 
half yean filled by the transientaupply, and in De­
cember, 1880, the settlement of Rev. Jamea Vincent 
as pastor. In June, 1884, he accepted aDtinvitation· 
from·the church in Calais, Maine, and WBl' succeeded 
by Rev. William Gaskin, who entered upon his work . 
in Augult. His term of service was a iittle leaa than 
two yean. In January, 1887, Rev. James Rawlins 
was settled and remained one year. In April, 1888; 
Rev. Joaeph Crehore accepted the invitation of the 
society and entered upon his work in May. During 
the pasterate of Rev. John Pierce, in April, 1839, a 
Sunday·achool was organized, with Mill Sarah C. 
Edgarton in charge and Mill SUlIan Mcintosh as as­
sistant. Mill Edgarton was weli and favorably 
known as a writer and a poet of fine promise, and as­
sociate editor of the Ladia' .&po.Uory, a mouthly mag­
azine published in Boston. Jelome ·Gardner was· 
cholen superintendent of tile school in 1845 and held 
the office, with the exception of one year, till hi" 
death in November, 1889, a period of forty-three 
yean. . He was clerk of the aociety thirty-eight years. 
A church organization was formed in 1820, but for 
many yean subsequ.ently WIUI dormant; it was reor­
ganized in 1846. Its present membership is forty-two. 
The pariah and Sunday-achool librnry numbers nearly 
one thoua&nd volumes. A bequest of $1000 to the so­
ciety was made by the will of Sylvanus Holdt'n, who 
died March 17, 1882. Jerome Gardner included in a 
will drawn March 24, 1886, a gift to the society of the 
income of twen ty· five shares of Lancaster Bank Stock. 
The subsequent rnin of the bank, by the fralAdulent 
dealings of ita presid"ent, swept away this gift. In his 
last aicknell Mr. Gardner sought to replace this in. 

. part by a codicil in which he gave to the aoclety ten 
shares· of the Fitchburg Railroad . stock, but there 
being lOme legal inadequacy in the witneeaing of the 
codicil, it was disallowed by the Judge of Probate. Rr,' Oongngational &cietV.-In March, 18~2, a· 
litUe more than three years ant'r the death of Rev •. 
Mr. Whitney, the pastor of the Fint, or Town Pariah 
and Church, a meeting was called and held for the 
. purpoae of organizing the pariah as an independent 
society, dilconnected from the municipal or town 
oversight. and charge •. This organization was eft'ected 
under the name of the Firat Congregational Society •. 
For the twelve years following ita organization it had 
no stated ministry. and there was preaching but a· 
portion of the t.ime. But ita annual meetings for the 

• 
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choice of officers and the transaction of busineBB wel'ft 
regularly held. In Juue,1884, Rev. Seth Chandler, 
of Oxford, preached two Sundays. Receiving an in­
vitation to settle with the society, he accepted iL and 
entered at once upon his duties. The ministry of Mr. 
Chandler continued till June, 1879-forty-flve yearll; 
though from that date till his death, in Octobtr, 1889, 
he performed more or leBB of paatoral duty, and occa­
aionally preached. Thua from the date of the firat or­
ganization aa a town pariah in 1762 to 1879, one hun­
dred and aeventeen years, there were but two pa .. tor­
ales, and one brief colleague pastorate of three yean. 
There waa an interim of nearly fifteen years between 
the death of Mr. Whitney and the settlement of Mr. 
Ohandler, but the united ministries of the two covered 
a period of one hundred and one yean. Until the 
present century the heating of churches was hardly 
known in any part of New England. Congregationa 
endured the cold and the long lerDions with equal 
fortitude. The winter following the settlement of Mr. 
Ohandler an innovation was made upon this custom. 
Two large stoves. were put into the church. It waa 
the first provision made in town for warming the 
house of worahip. The next year, 1885, a new bell 
was placed in the church tower. . 

The old bell, a gift to the town in 1808, by Wallis 
Little, had been cracked for several years and reno 
dered useleaa. The new bell waS a gift from 
Leonard M. Parker and Thomaa Whitney, and their 
intention was communicated in the following letter, 
which was read at the to\m-meeting • 

.. A. a toun of ~t for oar Dltlve town. &lid a .Incenl ..... rd for 
Ita cha_ and the well .... lnl of ItllnhaWtanto, "'''. lb. undenlln .... 
plO~ to preMD' to the town a bell. It .. our wllb and Intention that 
tb. _. obunld ... !tepton' the m .. tlnl·ho .... of the I'IM ParIIh ; tbat It 
."auld be ...... fur all the D_.,. aDd proper purpoMI of the towD; 
tllat th. relllloua_letl ... hould alia ba .. the prlYII .. of I .. _; aDd 
uDI_lbe to.n oball proYl .... for the rI .... nl of th" -e, at the uan&I 
tim. and In lb. uanaI meDD.r. for the "11,1001 eanlcea In tb. furenoon 
and afternoon of the 8ab ... th da,. the J'lnt ParIIb ma, ban the prJyl. 
legeof caul .. It to"'l0 ranc for .ncb .. rol_ ADd In ... thl> Jrlhll 
J'KrIob .I.all fall I" cauae It to ... 10 nanl OD tho Sabbatb. &I', other 
parillo Iben havlDC regular .. nice., .ud .... 1 belDC IDppll .... wllb a b.n 
m.., bay. t"_ .me prlYlI"118- Sbuuld lb. plOpoill be """"ptable to the 
o.n. It .ould be aC .... bl. to u. tI.at the ... 1<-elmaD. or a colDIDlltee, 

.bonld ... aulborlzed lu co .. f. wltb ua .. to th ...... of tb ..... 11. alld to 
take other proper D._ ... I .. reganl to Ih •• ubJecL W. bave tb. bODor 
to .ublcrl'" onr.IY .. ,our ~Itul f.1l0 .... III ... _ 

.. LEOII.RD M. P.RX.., 
Shirl.,. U.., 17, 1886." .. Tao ... WDl7I1n. 

Previous to the engagement of Mr. Ohandlor a 
Bunday-school was organized by the devoted women 
of the parish, also" a charitable society." This so­
ciety baa purchased boob for the library, to the 
amount of nearly one thousand volumes; furnished 
the Sunday-school room and the church, contributed 
to the incidental expenaea, clothed and otherwise 
aided indigent children, and accumulated a lund of 
about tl500, the income of which is used for contin­
gent expenBes. 

In March, 1839, a movement was started lor remod­
eling the church. Committees.were cihoaen, contracts 
for the work made, and the workbeguni~ J"ly: The 

expense ol.theillterations and fumiahinga was $2307.-
61. It was completed, anc! the house reopened for 
public worship on the 27th of October. An effort 
was made at the time this work was undertaken to 
have the meeting-house removed a few rods esst from 
wht"re it W18 then located, but. the majority of the 
aociety did not favor it. This effort was renewt"d in 
1851, and the following action taken at a town·meet­
ing held July 14th: 

.. Voted lbattb. Townpy. thelrCOD •• nt tbat the J'int I'Ilriob III&J re­
move lbelr meetlo,·bonae to aad llpon 110. croand called tI.e • t<&llllDI 
fteld.· tb ...... to ....... rrl .... a"d ,,1-.l1O rar _ lbat the Wtel end of 
tb. moetl0l·bOl1l8 oball ... OD a II". wllb tI,. _ .Id. of Ibe lu ... "-
aDd the IOUth .. de or laid -tlIIC 10_ 10 ..... near the ..... Dl 
lraveled road a. connDwall, ma' .... 'lb •• Id parl.b lu hay .. lb.rlllhi. 
It ...... be, to rebnlld upon th •• me polIDd. Aud 1I ...... D .. ntlab ...... ' 
glv.n on Ibe fullu.IDI condltluno, tu wit: 1. That th. IIWDar of tb. 
land lIQulnlD' lb. nortb .... I, and ..wI, lin .. of.ad· trahIlDI·a.ld· 
11v" bla coDlent Ibereto ID •• IIIDC. uuder .... 1 and ackllO .. If'dI' .. 8111. 

2. Tb.t Ih •• Id pariah Ihall ...... tu la, OpaD all Ib.lr IIIVIIDda, wb.,. 
the me.tlnl·bo_ DOW IlaDtLo, aDd .",nnd the _a" a public com­
_D; .ud 10 to cuntlune DUeOtDlDbend ... lunl u tb. laid D.eetlDII­
honae. or an, new ODe .blcb III6J .... buill In place of lb. I __ nl. oball 
remaiD apoD the .. Id 'Irahllnl 11.111.'. ADd fur tb. _nrlt, of ...... IIf 
the laid ""rtl ... Ihlafl'rtl.er cunliitluo or .tlpulatlon Ia allO made- that 
eltber parIJ. rur aood -. .... 111 .... tI"llpt toC'll_tb. IaId-," 
InC' bonae, or an, on. bnllt 10 I .. "lace, tu .... enlOyed to the apPt .bere 
It now IIfUIde, 01' to IDcb otb.r near th.reto, .. lb. pariob ..... 'lIx upon. 
'1'1 ••• lImcleoCJ of the ca_ and the terma of 1'81110 .... 1 to be mntDally 
acreed llpon b, tb.lald putl .. ; alld In _ tb., .. n_ apM th. eame 
Ihall .... ubmllted to tb. Judp'Dt of th_ d' .. ot ....... aDd Judicio.. 
m.n to be mnluall,. agreed OD. wb_ decWuD Ihall ... Ilna1. botb ID 
reprd to tI .. IIlmcl enc,. of Ih. c.ue aDd tb. I.rma of remoy.l. And 
tb. acreem.Dt of tb. laid pArllb 10 the rore .... uC cundl&loDi and .lIpa· 
ulatlon .. at a m .. tlu, dnl,. called fOl' tb. purpoae. 110 b.re .. ,. .... lIlred ;­
a cop, wb_r. du.,. oartilled b.r the clerk of .Id puIIh. oball be IIled 
with the to.D c1or1r. befure the NIllOTaI of aid metlllol·boue.," 

These conditions were accepted by the parish, and 
the meeting-house was removed the following Yfar. 
The original windows, as built with the honae in 1773, 
were retained through all the changes till 1867, wht'n 
Mr. John K. Going, a member of the parish, gener­
ously aBBUllled the expense and care ot the t"ntire re­
glazing. The third and. last considerable alteration 
and improvement of the church was made in 1867. 
At the annual parish meeting, Henry B. Going pro­
posed important changes, and generously offered to 
have them made at his own expense," provided hiB 
proposal should be agreeable to members of the 
pariah." M1'II. Harriet B. Going, his mother, Was .s­
sociated with him in carrying forward this work, as 
appeara from the record of the pariah meeting held 
after it was completed. The record is iI8 fQ)Jows : 

.. \Vb .... daring the put ,.ear onr old church edillce baa been __ 
leri&II, altered. repallOd and ImlllOy.... chlell,. at the upa_ .nd 
b,. the Ilber&1lt,r of Mn. Harriet B. a7.tnc and bar ..... H.n.,. B. 
Ool0tr.-therefu ... we, tb. memben of lb. Flnll'lullb In Bblr .. ,. ..... 
"IOU ur Up ..... D' onr appreciation of t .... r plI.raell,.. do bereb,. 
teatler to Mn. OoIDg and I,. am our .. netore IbaDke, wltb th. hope 
thal tbelr llYN ma,. ... lonc apared for _tuID_ and 'njo.rmeDt. .to nd 
ob",tld It ... tb.lr p1_re 10 apln _Ide lu to.D. and ..... 1,. _t 
with D, &roUDd lb ...... old altar wh.re th., w.n wont to coma In earl,. 
ure, w. _are tbem th.,. .111 recelv. a curdlal w.Ioome." 

Bequutl.-The aociety haa received several be­
questa which are matten of interest. The first waa 
from Thomaa Whitney, son of the first minister of 
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the parish, and a devoted member through his life, 
bearing always a leading and a~tive part in its alfairs, 
as alllo in the alf.ura of the town. He died January 
14, 1844, and in a oodicil to his will gave to the par­
ieh as follow.: .. I give and bequeath unto the First 
Pariah. in said town of 8hirley, of which I have been 
a member Crom my youth, the eum of five hundred 
dollars; and it i. my intention that the l&IDe shall be 
safely and permanently invested, on interest, and the 
income thereon be annually appropriated toward the 
payment of the salary of a good and faithfnl Unita­
rian minister of the gospel in said parish. And it ii 
my earnest wish and hope that the parish may, at all 
times, be lupplied with the services of such a minis­
ter; and, in making the bequest, I take satisfaction 
in the indulgence of a hope that it may have a last.­
ing influence in l18Curing to the parish an objtct so 
essential t.o the happine18 and well-being of society. 
And I indulge the fllrther hope that the slim herely 
bequeathed may lay the foundation of a (lind which, 
at no diatant period, by the munificence of others, 
will become of such magnitude that the income 
thereof will annually pay the salary of a minister, in 
Raid parish, of the character and denomlnat.ion above 
menLioned. And it is my further will and intention, 
that in cue the said parish shall fail dnring the 
period of twenty years after my decease, and Cor the 
space of lix months in sUCC4!88ion, to be supplied with 
a minister olthe character and denomination afore­
mentioned, who shall be regularly seUled as their 
pastor, or be engaged by the year, then the said slim 
of Jive hllndred dollar., bequfllLthed as aforesaid, shall 
revert and descend to my heira-at.-law. 

., And I further give aud bequeath to the said par­
ish the sum of twenty dollars, annually, for the term 
of Jive yean after my decease, to be appropriated 
tow,.rd the payment of the salary of a minister in 
aaid parish, of the character and denomination afore­
mentioned; but one-half of said annual sum, may be 
applied to the support of the .dnging in said parish, 
if the parish shall 80 decide. But if the parish shall­
fail, during the said term of five years, to be regularly 
wit.h a miniater of the character and denomination 
aforesaid, then the said annual bequest of twenty 
dollara shall cease." 

Three years after the death of Thomaa Whitney 
oocurred the death of his BOn, James P. Whitney. 
Iu his will he bequeathed to the parish fund, upon 
the same terms and Conditions specified by his fat.her, 
two hundred and fiay dollars. 

In 1864 an additional bequest came to the parish, 
on the death of Mra. Henrietta Whitney, widow 
of Thom .. Whitney. 'I'he will giving the same reads 
as follows: "I give and bequeath to the Firat Pari.h 
in Shirley the sum of five hundred dollars, which is 
to be appropriated in the same manner and held on 
the same terma and conditions as are specified by my 
late husband, Thom .. Whitney, Esq., in bequeathing 
a like sum to said pariah, all of which will fully ap-

pear by the codicil of his laat will and testament; 
and it is my intention that the period of twenty years, 
mentioned in said codicil, during which a forff'iture 
may be incurred by said parish, shall terminate at 
the aame time in reference to my bequest. that it. will 
in reference to the bequest of my late husband." 

Five years later, in 1869, Mrs. Clarissa Isaacs, a 
sister of Thomaa Whit.ney, and daughter· of Rev. 
Phinehas Whitney, the first minister, died. Her last 
will and testament contained tha following: co I give 
to the First Parish in Shirley, over which my re­
spected father was· sett.led for a series of years, the 
sum of Lwo hundred dollars, for the same purpose, 
and on the same terms aud conditiona as apecified in 
the will of my late brother, Thomaa Whit.ney, re­
apect.ing a aimilar bequest. made by him." 

In addition to these several bequests, amounting to 
fourteen hundred and fifty dollani; from the imme­
diate family of the first miniater, Re,..Phinehas Whit.­
ntly, the parish received atill another generous ex­
prt'88ion of the family interest. in ita alfalts in the 
gia of an organ of" rare excellence OJ from Mr •• Hen­
rietta Whit.ney, which ahe had built. expr8:l8ly for it 
by Mr. George Stevena, of East. Cambridge, but a 
1Ihort time before her decease, at a cost of thirt.een 
hundred dollara. 

Other beqUNta to the pariah fund were: Jive hun­
dred dollars from John K. Going, in 1864; three 
hundred dollars from Misa Rebecca Day, in 1869 i 
fifty dollars from Martin Turner, in 1869. Thia fund, 
amounting to twenty-three hundred dollara, was in­
trusted wit.h the treasurer of the parish, TholDaa E. 
Whitney, wit.hout special security. Dy some incom­
petency of management it was wasted, and would 
have been wholly loat to the parish but for the gen­
osity of MR. Mary D. Whitney, of BOdton, an aunt 
of the treasurer, then deceased. She was a heaTY 
loser by bis failure, yet she generously made over to 
the pariah an amount of real estate of equal value to 
the sum owed by him, thereby restoring the fund. 
Mra. Whitney, whose death occurred January 26, 
1886, al80 made an· additional gift by her will, of 
which t.his parish WI\! evidently intended to be the 
final recipient or beneficiary, but the aingular word­
ing of the article of the will impoled a dimculty 
upon the executors in determining the party legally 
eutitled to receive it. Hence it WIUI taken to the 
Court. for decision, where it still awaita t.he final ver­
dict. .As a matter of hiatoric interest in which there 
was the evident intent to be so exact and strict in 
terms that the gift could not be diverted, or fail to be 
applied to the purpose of the giver, we here append a 
copy of the article: "Secondly,! give and bequeath 
to my friend, Rev'd Seth Chandler, of Shirley, the 
sum of Five thoU8aJld dollars, which, after his death, 
shall revert to the town afora-named, strictly on this 
condition, namely, that aaid town shall support fairly 
and permanently a Unitarian clergyman, in which 
case all interest accruing on the above SUID shall be 
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used to aid in the payment of his salary, failing of 
which it shall revert to my heirs·at-law." 

Following the attestations of the witnesses is this 
added clause: 

.. ID repnt to artlele IIIICODd, I would 11M, that In tea ltey'd Seth 
Chandler Mould DOl outll". m .. I wllb the 1IlD! t1Mreln ...... ed to &0 
direct te lbe toWD of Shlrle, for the po..,- and on the conditio ... 
thenlD elated.' "fA., D. WHrnrar." 

of the church, land was given by Mia Jenny Little 
for the building of a church edifice. Tbil WIS built 
during the next year, 1829. and dedicated in Decem­
ber. It was conatructed of brick, was of humble pre­
tensions and pleasantly located. It served ita purpOl8 
as a houae of worship for about twenty yean, when 
the matter of rem ova] to the South Village began to 
be agitated. It was thought by thOle who favored 

Since the termination of Mr. Chandler's active aer- this change of location, it would be placing it in a 
vice as potor, in June, 1879, the 80ciety has had a flourishing village, wbere the manufact.uring interest 
resident pastor but one and balf years, from April, was increasing, and all the conditiona WE're such as to 
1886, to October. 1887, when Rev. L. B. Macdonald ineure greater prosperity and growth, while very few 
~as with it in that capacity. The remainder of the accePsions to the church could be expected if it re­
time whp.n services have been held, clergymen from mained where it. was, and ita aupport would become a 
out-or-town have supplied the pulpit. matter of great difficulty. The movement waa finally 

Ortlwdo:& 8ocietll.-On FebruaryS, 1828, a meeting carried, though not without earnest and vigorous pro­
in the internts of Trinitarian Congregationali.m was teat from thOle who lived in the northerly aection of 
held at the houae of Mia Jennie Lit.tle. When tbe t.be town, and a acrioua defection and diviaion. Ber­
First Congrt'gational Pariah was organized, as the vices were he!d in a achool-house until the new church 
8ucceasor of the town pariah in 1822, a minority did edifice was built. This wu completed and dedicated 
not fuily sympathize with the doctrinal opinions of in the spring of 1861. It was located on the tabl~ 
tbe majority, yet for six yeara they- continued to wor- land north of the Cat&Cunemaug Valley, and was a 
ship together. But. the agitation of these doctrinal plain, neat structure, surmounted by a tower and aup­
differences, which was then w~dely prevailing through- plied with a bell. Ita COlt WU tssOO. 
out New England, hll:d its effect bero as elsewhere,. After twenty years of use, repain were needed, 
and led to the feeling that they coul<,l not conacien- Ind in 1872 a thorough renovation ofthe interior waa 
tioualy continue together, but muat have a aeparate made at an expenae of,2500. 
organization and worship. A'tho meeting caned to The first pastor waa Rev. Hope Brown, who. walor­
conlider thll matter, Rev. J. Todd, pastor of " Union dained to the office June 22, 1830. He continued with 
Chu;ch 01 Christ," in Groton, was prt'sent to 888iltand the church nearly fourteen years, devoting himself to 
advilt'. At thil meeting it wal voted "That it be ex- ita interests with great fidelity. After the retirement 
pedient to form a church in this place, of evangelical of Mr. Brown, Mr. John P. Humphrey, a licentiate 
principles." Also Co that a committee of three be ap- from Andover, was the pulpit lupply till July, 1847, 
pointed to make the nt'ceaary arrangements." when Mr. Joseph M. R. Eaton, having accepted an 

Samuel S. Walker,,Imlay Wright and Deacon Jo- invitation to settle with the church, was ordained to 
seph Brown were constituted thil committee, and thepastonhip. His term of service was a little less 
Thursday, February 14th, was appointed to beobeerved than three yean. He was followed by Rev. G. W. 
IS a day of fasting and prayer. An ecclesiastical Adami, who 8upplied the pUlpit between two and 
council composed of pastors and lay delegates lrom three years, but did not lettle. In May, 186S, Rev. 
church"l in the vicinity was invited and held at the ·B. B. Beardsley became tbe pastor and performed the 
bouae of Samuel S. Walbr, March 12th, in the fore- dutea of the office until 1858. A period of tranlient 
noon. Articles of faith and form of covenant were supply then followed till April, 1860. Rev. Daniel 
considered and adopted, and 8ixteen candidatea pre- H. Babcock was then engaged to supply for an indef­
Rented themselves for examination. Theee candidates inite, period, and continued. for nearly three yean. 
were JCIII8ph Brown, Esther Brown, Rhoda Brown, An invitation was given to Mr. A. J. Dutton, Novem­
I1arriet Walker, Samuel S. Walker, Eather R. Jen., ber 1, 186S, by the so('iety, andendoned by thecburch 
Jenny Little, Nancy Holden, Imlay Wright, Sarah on tbe 9th, and on the 10th he was ordained and in­
Meriam, Amelia Shipley, Lucy P~rter, Jacob Har- stalled. Hil ministry continued lix years. He waa 
~ngton, Sarah B. Harrington, Elizabeth Harlow. A. succeeded by Rev. A. H. Lounllbury, whowaainltalled 
Livermore. The candidates were examined and ao- April 20, 1870, and was with t.he lociety five years. 
cepted, and it was CI voted to proceed to organize said Rev. llr. Shurtleff was next engaged, and began hia 
persona into a cburch of Christ, to be denominated laborl the lilt of July. 1876, but early in the IMlCOnd 

PM Ortlwdo:& Oon9regmional Ohurch in Shirley."- year of his work a growing disaffection induced bim to 
The public lervices of the occa8ion were beld in tbe witbdraw. Rev. E. J. Moore then came, butremained 
afternoon, in the Universalist meeting-house, at the only a few montha over one year. Iu June, 1881, Hr. 
South Vi1lage. There was no society organized as a Albert. F. Norcroa, a graduate of Andover, was given 
legal body unt111846, when it was incorporated under an invitation, and accepting it, 'fas ordained August 
tbe name of the "Orthodox Congregational Society Slit. His pastorate closed December 29, 1884. }'rom 
i~ Shirley.". The lummer following the organization this date to January, 1890, there was no RUled pu-
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tor, and the pulpit wu supplied by transient preach­
ers. In January orthis year Rev. AlbertG. Todd ac­
cepted the invitation of the society, and entered upon 
the duties of pUlor. 

By the will of Mrs. Sarah P. lAngley, who died 
·Bep~mber 8,1889, the society received a bequest of 
$2000, the incom~ of which is to be appropriated to 
the lalary of the putor. 

Bapt .. t OAurcA.-The movement for a Baptist or­
-ganization and worship began in April, 1852; and a 
sermon was preached by Rev. Mr. Seaver, of Salem. 
Services were held occationally during the year, and 
-in February, 1853, a church was formed, and publicly 
recognized the 6th of the f.,llowing April. Its 
cbapel WM built the same year and dedicated the last 
day of thf' year. Rey. G. W. Butler served AS pastor 
one year. After him, Rev. Ezekiel Robbinl, a resi­
dent of the town, was the preacher for a few months. 
Then Rev. George Oarlton preached two yean, but 
did not reside in town. In 1859 a call was extended 
to John Randolph, a young licentiate from the S~te 
of Illinois. He was ordained March 24th, but re­
mained only one year •. Public lervices were then 

-suspended for several years and the chapel given to 
various eecular U888: the income from which was ap­
propriated to the removal of the church debt. In 
1866, through the efforts of Rev. Mr. Skinner, then 
temporarily supplying' the Baptist pUlpit at Bouth 
Groton, means were procured for extinguishing the 
debt and repairing the chapel, and it was reopened 
for public worship. 

Rev. Sumner Latham became, the pastor at this 
timf', and remained not quite two years. A, period of 
transient supply now followed unm November, 1810, 
when Rev. Thomu Atwood was engaged, and was 
plilltor fourteen month... From October, 1872, till 
llareh, 1874, Rev. E. H. Watrous performed the du­
tift! of the office. Fram this date to the present, 
May, 1890, it was without a pastor, but hu continued 
ita lervices, ita pUlpit being supplied chiefly by un­
dergraduates from the Newton Theological Seminary. 
At this date Mr. Walter .V. Gray entered upon the 
duties of the office.' A renovation and renewal of the 
interior of the chapel was made in 1873, at a coat of 
$800, of which t500 wu contributed by Mrs. Munson, 
mother of the late N. O. Hunson, and a new organ, 
supplied mainly at the expente of Mr. Munson. 
About 1400 wu expended in a similar work in the 
autumn of 1889. A bequest of real estate 'Valued at 
$1000 wu made to the church by the will of MiBB 
Muia Hartwell, who died Dec. 9, 1876. 

BIOGRAPHICAL. -

CHA.RJ.1m AUSTIN EDGARTON. 

The Edgarton family has, for many years, filled·an 
important place in the history oC Sbirley. The first 
of the nanh' appearing on the recorda of the towu 

was John Edgarton, who came from East Bridgewater 
about 1771. He was a prosperous farmer, proprietor 
of the farm now owned by William P. Wilbur, and 
erected the houle now the residence of Mr. Wilbur­
a large, brick dwelling, "the first building of brick 
set up within the limits oft.hetown." He entered 
actively into public afl'I&ira, was one of the" minute­
men" at the breaking out of the Revolutionary War, 
and a volunteer w Oambridge on the 19th of April, 
1775. For twenty-one years he was one of the select­
men of the town, served 88 justice of the peace sev­
eral yean, represented the town two terms in the 
State Legialature, and was often sought for duty on 
committees and in other places of trust. His second 
son, John, Jr., in company with Jonas and Thomas 
Parker, built and operated the first paper-mill in 
town, near the close of the lIst century, and, in com­
Paul with Benjamin Edgarton, built and carried oil 
a forge for the manufacture of ICY thea. The name of 
Joseph Edgarton comes next into prominence. He 
was the third Ion of John, and inherited the energy, 
enterprise and pubJic spirit of his father, but without 
the taste or inclination for office, except in military 
affairs, in which he took a great interest, being 
familiarly known as MIIJor Edgarton. He engaged 
largely in manufacturing indult.riea, and wall a lead­
ing proprietor"in the fir.,t and second cotton factories, 
in two of the paper-mil la, and the batting-mill, and 
in an ~tensive trade in general merchandise. Chan­
dler, in hia hittory, styles him "the veteran manufac­
turer of Shirley, whose name is more largely con­
nected thau any other with the manufacturing 
enterprise of t.he town." Among these varied induII­
tries and activities his SODA received that early 
training which gave them a practical knowledge of 
machinery and developed more or 1('88 of mechanical 
ability. William W. succeeded his father in the 
~anufacture of paper, and afterwards engaged in the 
manufacture of naill. Oharles Austin, whOlI!! por­
trait accompanies this sketeh, had his first experience 
as a workman in the paper-mill of his father. He 
had charge of a machine at the age of sixteen. On 
leaving the paper-mill, he, in connect.ion with hie­
brothers William and Henry, ran a saw and pianing­
mill, turning out a large amount of lumber annually. 
He was then, for a few Yean!, with his brother Wil­
liam in the nll,il factory. From 1865 to 1873 he was, 
in company with N., O. Munson, in the Munson Oot­
ton-Mill. At the latter date he entered upon the 
manufacture of tape; adding to this, in time, the 
manufacture of suspender webbing and elastic goods. 
From this he p&BBed to the manufacture of suspend­
~rs exclusively, in which busin888, in connection with 
his son Oharles Frederick, whom he aaaociated with 
him in 1881, he hu built up a large and 'growing- . 
trade. Alway. giving close attention to his busineBB, 
of g~d judgment and large, practical experience, he 
rankl well among the buaine88 men of the·day. ·He. 
will be sixty-four years of age October 13, 1890. He: 
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was married, June 17,1852, to Miu Jane A. Longley. 
A son and two daughters-Charles Frederick, Hittie 
Whitcomb and Sarah Miranda--complete the family, 
whOle home life is one of rare PlP'ental and filial de­
votion •• 

Mrs. Sarah C. FAlgarton Mayo, of whom mention 
is made in this history, a gifted poet and literary 
writer, widely and· favorably known, was an older 
sliter. . 

CHAPTER XXXIII. 

WESTON. 

BY COL. D. S. LAMSON. 

AT the second Court of A ... istants held at Charles­
town, September 7,1630, it was ordered "That Tre­
mont be called Boston, Matapan should be called Dor­
chesterand tlle town upon Charles River, Watertown." 

The exact period when what is now called Weston 
began to be settled is not known; it was probably at 
an early period of the Watertown settlement, for there 
are still standing houses or parts of houaes and foun­
dationa which go back to a very early period, of which 
we noy have no reliable dates. The territory of 
Watertown was very extenaive, and its aeveral parta 
were known by diaunct and peculiar namee. The 
lands next west of Beaver Brook were called c'the 
loti of the Further Plain," or the Ureal. Plain, now 
Waltham •. The remote or West Pine Meadows were 
in the BOutherly part ·of what ia now Weston. The 
township lots, or Iota beyond the Further Plain, were 
west of Stony Brook. The Farms or Farm Landa com­
prised what is 'now Weston, and were bounded by 
Sudbury and Dedham. In town-meeting, held Octo­
ber, 1638, "it WIl8 ordered that Daniel Pattrick, 
Abram Browne, John Stowers, Edward Lewis and 
Simon Eire shall layout t.he Farma as they are or­
dered." A liat of these allotments in 1642 givee the 
names of those peraona to whom ninety-two farms,con­
taining 7674 acree were allotted. It would appear by the 
Watertown Recorda that the committee to whom the 
matter of allotmenta was given in charge, allotted to 
themaelves the Jirat choiClt, and they, with Jeremiah 
NOrclO88, Thomaa. llayhew and John Whitney, were 
the Jirat land-owners in Weston. 

These allotmenta of the meadow-landa gave great 
diaaatisfactioll, and they are referred to in old deeda 
aa the "Land of Contention." In 1668 these landa 
were le-aurveyed and laid out for a new allotment by 
John Sherman. This aurvey contained 1102 acrea, 
and was bounded on the south by Dedham, on the 
west by Sudbury, and on aU other sides by the 
Farm Lands. These farma were styled the Farmera' 
Precinct, and allO the Third Military Precinct. In 
1692 these parte of Watertown, wbich aubsequently 
became the to"ns of Watertown, Waltham and Wes-

ton, were designated aa the Precinct of Captain Bond'a 
Company of Horae, and 'of Captain Garfield'a Com­
pany and Lieutenant Jones' Company. In tho allot­
ment of these farma it WM stipulated that they shall 
be for a Common for catLle, to the use of the furmen 
of tho town and their heira forever, and not to be 
alienalfd without the consent of every freeman and 
their heirs foreyer. This is the fint instance upon 
record where the term "Farm Landa" ia applied to Wes­
ton. The earliest proprietors in 1642 are Bryan Pen­
d,eton, Daniel Pattrict, Simon Eire, John StcIWPI'lI, 
Abraham Browne, John Whitney, Edward How, 
Jeremiah Norcr088 and Thomas Mayhew. In ecoleai­
aatica1 affairs, what is now Weaton waa conDected 
with Watertown about aixty-eight years, and in civil 
affairs about eighty-three yeara. The inhabitants of 
the Farm District, and thOle in the remote westerly 
part of Watertown, ,,-ent to worship at the easterly 
part of Watertown, at a houae ailuated in the vicinity 
of the old burying-ground. The Watertown church 
Ie the sixtit in orgauizatlon in Ma88&chuBetts, the tirst 
beiDg at Sillem, the second at Cbarlestown (including 
Bolton), the third at Dorchester, the fourth at Rox­
bury, and the fifth at Lynn. In July, 1680, at Water­
town, forty of the inhabitants subacribed_ to a church 
covenant, and the church of tbis place dates from 
that period. It would aeem from Governor Winthrop'a 
journal that the Watertown church has a prior exiat­
ence to the one at Charleatown, and waa second only 
to that at Salem. In 1692 commenced the contention 
in tbis church growing out olthe location of the Dew 
meeting-house. There waa great oppoaition to a 
change in the place of won hip, and it became ao serioua 
that the selectmen agreed to refer the matter to the 
Governor, Sir William Phippa, and his Council. This 
mode of bringing the diaputes of a tOWD to an iuue 
by referring them to the chiflf magiatrate, would be 
deemed singular at the present day, but at thia early 
period was not uncommon. The Governor appointed 
a committee of five members to report, and they made 
their report in May, 1698. Judge Samuel Sewell waa 
president of this committee. The report W&8 un.tis­
factory to the people, and the contention continued 
down to 1695, when a protest waa placed on record, 
aigned by 100 inhabitanta, of which thirty-three were 
inhabitants of the Farmers' District. The contention 
growing out of tbis matter of the location of the new 
church led up to the final aeparation of the in­
habitanta of the Plain, or Waltham, they being al­
lowed to have a meeting-house at "Beaver Brook, 
upon the road leading to Sudbury, to the end that 
there may be peace and settlement amongst na." As 
early as 1694 the Farmer's District-now Weaton~ 
would aeem to have had aeparate interests frc.m the 
church in Watertown. In 169! the inhabitanta of 
the Farms, to the Dumber of 118, petitioned to be set 
oft'into a aeparate precinct, alleging the great diataoce 
to the place of public worship, and protesting agair,st 
being obliged to go so far from home. The prayer of 

Digitized by Google 




