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that committes, To his courageous acceptance of
responsibility and his strong financiel support the
friends of the school largely attribute its rescue from
pecuniary embarrassment and its subsequent remark-
able development. By a vole of the corporation in
1882, when he retired from the oflice of treasurer, Mr,
Cummings’ name was applied, in perpetuity, to the
Laboratories of Mining Engineeriog and Metallurgy,
in recognition of his services.

- Mr, Cummings' remarkable disinterestedness in
publie life, his severe integrity, comhbined with gresat
kindliness in personal intercourse, kis powerful inlel-
lectaal grasp and strong Scoteh- American eense
have made him one of the most useful citizens of his
native Commonwealth,

CHAPTER XXXIL

SHIRLEY.

BY REY¥. JOSEFH CERHORE

* SHIRLEY was originally a part of Groton. It was
set off from the parent town and incorporaled as a
district of the Province of Maasachuaetis hy an act
of the Geuoeral Court at its session in Jacusry, 1783.
8ix years previously, at the March meeting of the
town of Groton, the following petition, signed hy
John Whitney and thirty-two othern, aaking for the
separation, was presasnted:

“To the inbatdlants of the town of (rotop, asembled In Wwn-
mesting on the Ot day of Merch, 1747

“* The peiltbon of s, Uie subwerl o, being all inhaldtasia of the town
of Orodon, aforamid, humbly showoth {hat your petibionsrs silllve in
the sxirere parm of the towp, and by that means are incapecitated 1o
attaud pabllc workhip constantly, #liker ourselves or famniilos ; snd Le-
ing senallla of our boing sl off In order for w precinet will e of great
sarvice to ua, we deslra thal wa may Le et off Ly the Lounds, vis., Legin-
ning &t the mouth of the Bquannacosk river, und so run op mdd river Wil
#t contes to Tow naend 1ine, atvd then Ly Townsand and Lunanburg |ines t
it cometh o Oroton south was cormer, and a0 by tha south lbe in mid
town unLll it cowneth to Lancaster {Nashua) riy:r, and then run down mid
tivar tili it cometh 10 Darvard corner, and then about s mile oo Har-
¥ard perth YHoe, and tlhen turso 1o the north snd ran to the wasts Lrovk
In Ooicors {Cawos or Nounceucns) farm, whers people genarally pwa
orer, and from thence W the wouth of Squannacock rver, whers we
firsl began ; and Four pelitloners as bound in doty will aver pray, ate.
Join Whiltoay, John Willlane, David Gould, John *Kelssy, Phiosbas
Dur, Jossph Wilmn, Thomss Laughion, Jumes Pai , Jonathmn
Qould, Holert Henry, John Willlams, Jr., Jaroh Williame, Wilken
Furwell, Jonss Longley, Oliver Fuarwel), Inanc Ho)den, Jaratbhmasl
Towers, Plillamon Lgklen, Biephau elden, Jr., Willam Siniowds, Wil-
fam Proman, Willany Wiklivme, Jlonry Farwel), Tminh Parwell, Jubn
Ruwotl, Juies Turk, Duniel Fage, Juwrph Dudge, Mome Weuuotd, Jr,,
Calebr Lartlett, Fruocls Darts, Calub Holden, Huzukisl dawiall,*

The petition was read *“at the anniversary meeting
jn Groton, March 1, 1747, and the prayer thereof
grenled, excopt the land on the easterly side of Lan-
caster (Nashua) river.” A delay of nearly six years
occurred after this action of Groton consantiog to the
division before an act of incorporation was obtained
from the General Court. Thia wes passed and ap-
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proved at its session in January, 17568, A small ad-
dition to the terrilory embraced in this act was made
on the southern line by the Legislatare of 1765, and
s few changes have been made since that date, the
moat important of which wes in 1871, when all that
part on the eant of the Nashua River was taken for
the oew town of Ayer. As at present constituted, it
contains an area of shout sixteen and a half square
miles, and is gqnite irregular in form. From ity ex-
treme porth point to its southern line it ia seven and
one-half miies, and ite greatent width four miles. The
Bquannecook River bounds it north and east, runs
southeasterly from the Towneend line on the west to
near the centre of its eastern line, makiog the ex-
treme north an acute sngle. Groton joins it _on the
porth, Groton, Ayer and Harvard an the east, Lan-
caster on the south, Lunenhurg and Townsend on the
weat. Ita distance from Boston is thirty-eight miles.
The name of Shirley was given it in honor of William
Bhirley, Goveroor of the Provioce of Massachusetis
at the time of its incorporation.

The firat meeting of the district after the net of in-
corporation was held March 1, 1753, The warrant
calling this meeting reade as follows:

“Midillewx, BE. To Nailwnlkl Narria, lz Bhirey, in ihe District of
Groton, io mid Cuunty of Middlesax, Greetiog:

“By viriue of (he power sod Buthority given {0 me, the mbscritee,
by un net of (he Oreat wnd Gonersl Court of Mamachoanits Bay, 1o New
Kogland, for divldlug the Town of Grodon, aod making s Districs by tha
nne of Shirlay, 10 onll the Arw toseting of the lubabianty of seld dle-
triet, you wre herely requirsd, o Lily majety's Dams, o wars aod
givs notice 1o nil frevhotders aud other intabitants qualified Ly mw to
vote 1o Town, DiMritt nod Parlsh tiretings to nemeroble and meed at Mr,
John Whitoer's In ssld Shirley on the Firsl day of March nexl at oine
of ths ¢lock in the Furenomm, f

“ Flest w el & bivod to mid Ung.

“ @7, Tu chomall soch officers for sld dlstrict as othor lowoe by taw
are enjorned to cliuss at thely antual mestpg.

31, To concluds whare the naxt distrbct nesiing shal]l ba hald, snd
maks due return of your dolnge herein, W mywslf, ut ot Lafors uioe of
the clock of the above mldday, Glven onder my hand and sal st Bhir-
Joy thin minih day of Febrowry, A.D, 1754, {n the #h year of his Ma-
Jety's reigu. Jouw Warrseyr,'

The officers chosan at this meeting were a moder-
ator, town clerk, selectmen, asae¢sors, constahle, high-
way surveyors, tithingmen, sealer of weights and
measures, sealer of Jeather, fence-viewers, field-drivers,
carer for swine, deer-reaves, surveyor of lumber,
pound-keeper. The nomber of inhahitants at this
time is nol definitely known, but it is.thought to
have been about 400. In 1800 the populsiion was
718; in 1860 it was 1480, But fo 1871 the incorpora-
tion of the town of Ayer took s part of its territory
and reduced its population. The present numbor fs
about 1500, The proporty veluatlon rises s litile
shove $000,000, and the anonal products above $200-
000. From 1875 to 1885 there was a decresss of ite
manufacturing industries from forty-two to eighteen,
caused hy the fluctuations and depression in the va-
ripus hranches pursued. A gradual recovery from
thia condition fe now being witnessed from year to
year, and the water privileges, yet unused, togeihrr
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with the facilities for lrapsponiation and the natural
attractionn of the place, which in heauty of scenery
and healthinesa of location is excelled by few, should
render the full return of its former activity and pros-
perity » matter of but a few years.

The first setilement made within the Lerritory in-
cluded im the district was about 1720, and the fimt
farms cleared and ocenpied wore in the northern
part.

The soil presents poma fealures quite distinct from
that of the neighboring towns. Along the rivem
thera are large tracts of intervaleland that are excel-
lent for tilloge, and that yield large harvests to rewsrd
the faithful cultivator; and upon the higher Jands
thers are mauy valuable farme. There is also much
woodlend covered with oak, walnut, chestnut, birch,
maple and pine. Running through s part of Lha
town is an extensive range of coarse slate, which
begine in Boylaton and continues throngh Lancaster,
Harvard and Shirley to Pepperell. There is a large
acrenge of light, sandy soil. But the most important
feature, and one that adds much to the beauty of the
natural ecenery, gs woll aa furnishing valusble power
for various mechanical indusiries, is ita numerous
water-courses. The largest of these is tha Nashua
River, which runs through the soutbern and eantern
part, while the next in importance is the Squannacook
which rupe along the northesstern boundary an
flows into the Nashun near the line between Groton
and Ayer. The Catacunemaug in formed by the
junction of two slreams, one of which rises in Lunen-
burg, and the other in Lancasi¢cr. It fiows through
the southern part of the town and empties inte the
Nashos on the southeastern boundary., By residents
slong & part of its courss it is familiarly known as
Bow Brook, having received this pame from Mim
Sarah O. Edgsarton, afterwards Mrs, Mayo, who *“sang
ita pruises in a beautiful poem,” written in 1888, the
first two versea of which wa here give:

* Far [5 % whd and tanglad glen,
Where purp!s Arslhoms weep—
A bowar scarce trod by mortel nisn—
A haunt whare tinud dryade sisep-—
A Hitls 2ancing, prattliog thing,
Bweet Bow Brock, tutor of my muse !

I'vo seen thy eliver ourrents spring
¥rom fouctalns of Castallan dews,

& wilder or more sylvan nad,
He'ar wooed & posi’s fent W roem ;
Hote'sn Calypso's classlc grot
‘Woald be my 8¢ w falry's hama,
‘Tha bipcben boughs mo Interlaced,
‘That earow Lhe vault of henrven | seen,
With pendant viues are wiidly graced—
Aun arbor of thowandant green.

Another slream, of much larger importance than
its name would imply, is known as Mulpus Brook.
Qo these saveral water-courses are many fine privileges,
the best belng upon the Catacunemaug. Some of
theae are improved by valuable manufacturing inter-
esta; but there is atiil & large amount of water-power
unoccupied. -

BuriAL-GrouND.—One of the first needn to receive
attention after the district was incorporated wae a
place for the hurial of the dead, In September, 1758,
& committee of five was chosen “ to find a centre for
the district, and to ind a burying-place.” The apot
salccted by the commitlee seems not to have been
favorably regarded by the inhabitants, na another lo-
eation was secured. The land chosen for the purpose
belonged to the “ Propriotors of Qroton,” and ata
meeting held by them March 7, 1755, the following
vote was passed : ** 41, Voted to ye District of Shirley .
four acres of land (where their burying-place now is}
fora burying-place and a training field, in said dis-
trict, and that ye Proprieturs’ committes be directed
to lay out the same, providing it doth not infringe
upon any former particalar grant.”

The committes made the following record of their
work :

“Bliriey, Apri] 17, 1758, Then we, the sulecribers, pursnant to ye
vote of ya Propristore of Graton, have [aid out a praes of land fora
burying-place, ota, in ye diatrict of Bhirtey, wnd bounds as followell :
begluning st the nortliwest corner, st & chestnut tres ; Lience o lina
runs poutherly tweniy-sight poles, ta s rod onk tree ; theuce sasterly
twenly-four poles, Lo & md osk ; thence purtherly twenty-elght poles Lo
ded while oak tree ; {thence waslorly twonty-four poles tu ye cheslunt

Girm mentloued ; the s peced of land conteine fout acres and dzisen
poles. Jauxy Pexacorr, Prop's Clerk.

AVIRLIAM Lawussen,
** THoMss TaRBELL,
4 Bamurn Tamwrit,

} Comumities,*
* Bery*, Paznzn

This gift called forth the following aclion at & meeting
of the district convened for the purposs: * Volad to
chuse & committee to return thanks ta the Proprietors
of Groton furs Piece of land for burying-place and otlier
uses. Lieutenent Powers, Mr. Sumuel Walker, Mr.
Richard Herrington, Captain Harris, Ensign Walker
was chosen thia committes,” Tha unstahle nature of
the landmarks lelt the land given sanmewhat open to
encroachment in subsequent years, so that land was
obliged to be purchased for the enlargement of tha
burial-ground in 1864, the larger portion of the gift
temaining in public posseseion being then occupied
an the church lot and a public cominon, (ne and
gne-quarter acres were at this time purchesed, In
tha following year, 1865, Thomas E. Whitney made &
gitt of an additional amount, with counditions that
were acceptod and agreed to by the town. In 1849 s
purchase was made by Lhe town for 8 new cemetery
at the South Villege, It borders on the Calacune-
meug, acd is partially covered with a yoong growth of
wood and Anely adapted for the purpose. Artistic
taste combined with the fina natursl scenery will ia
time maka it one of the moet beautiful of burial-
places. It is enclosed with a fence composad of atone
poats and iron rails or bars on three wides, That part
of the fence which separates the grouuds from the
street wan the gift of Mr. N. O. Munson, nnd was built
under his supervision at an expense of $5000. It is
an iron structure resting on & solid granite founda-
tion, with an elaborate and finaly conatructad gate-
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woy et the centre; the columns, arches and entabln.-
tures composed of Nova Scotin sandstone.

. Town-House.—From Lhe incorparation of the
district, in 1753, uatil the mecting-house woa built, in
1754, meetings for municipal purposea were held in
private houses. From that time until 1839 the
meeting-house was the place for the trapsaction of the
public buniness. During the larger part of this pe-
riod, if not the whole of it, the meeting-house was
the property of the town. Butin the ecclesinstical
.changea which transpired and the separation of the
church from municipal oversight, * The Fimst Con-
gregational Bociety,” which was orgenized in 1822,
hecame the legitimate successor of the Town Parish,
and held the legal claim to the property, Extensive
mlteratioos and improvements were tasde in the
house in 1839, and it was then ““ closed to all secylar
gatherings and objects.” This turned attention to
the mutter of building & 1own-house. But no decisiye
steps wore taken to this end till eight yearn later, in
1847, In March of this year & communication was
addressed to the selectmen of the town by the execu-
tore of the will of James P. Whitney, notifying them
of the bequest of #500 by Mr. Whitoey to be appro-
priated towards the building of & town-house. The
terms of the bequest were as follows: “I give and
hequeath to the inhabitants of the. town of Bhirley
the sum of five bundred doliars, to he appropriated
towards the building of a town-house, with & commo-
dious halt for holding town-meetings, and suitable
rooms for the safe keeping of rocords, books and pa-
pers belooging to the town, aod for the transaction
by the Belectmen, and all other town officers, of all
the town business; provided, however, that said
town-house ahall be located in that part of the town
now ccnsidered the centrethereof, but not placed
near the south side of the land which belonged to
my late father, burdering on the Traluing-Field, so
called, without the consent of the owner of said land;
and provided, alao, that the sams shall he built
within three years of the time of my deceass; and io
case of failure on the part of said inhebitants to
comply with the provisions aforesaid, I then give
and bequeath the asid sum, with all the intereat that
may bave accrued thereon, to my said daughter,
Henrietta Parker Whitney, or whoever may be my
beirs-at-law.

“J nlso give and bequeath Lo the inbabitanta of
said town of Bhirley the sum of one hundred dollars,
the interest of which is to be annually expended in
ornamenting the burying-ground now helonging to
the town, by the cultivation of trees and shrubbery,
and othermsa improving the rame; and the principal
sum may be appropristed towards the building of &
handsome fence nround the same whenevar the town
shalt 80 determine.”

The town voted Lo accept the legacy and proceeded
at once with measyres for building the town-liouse.
In the mean time Thomns and George A, Whitney,
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brothers of James P., and executors of his will, pro-
posed to give $500 in aid of the building, and a lot
of land on which to set the same, upon conditions
whbich the town, by vote, accepted and agreed to. A
building commiites was chosen and the work pro-
ceeded with. Ground wes broken on the 17th of
June, and, on the 5th of July,  the corner-stons was
laid with imposing ceremonies.” The pervice was
combined with the 4th of July celebration, which
came on that day. The addreas was given by the
Hon. Leonard M. Parker, chairman of the building
commiittee,

The building waa completed et & cost of §2953.76,
including the furnishing, and wus opened for & meet-
ing of the town on the 19th of SBeptember, 1848,
The public recognition end celebration of the com-
pleted work was delayed till the 4th of July of the
following year, when services fitting to the occasion
and to the day were held, with an sddresa by Rev.
Seth Chendler, pastor of the Firet Congregation-
aliat Bociety.

PosT-OFFICE.—Few thmgﬂ in the progress and
rapidly-changing customs and methode of our civil
and social life mark the difference of the present
from a century or even balf a century ago more
strongly than our postal facilities and methods of
communication and transportation. Not till fifty-
eight years after the incorporatinn of the town was
there & post-office within its borders. In 1811 one
was established at the centre of the town, and
Thomas Whitney was appointed postmuaster. He
remelned in office till bis death, a term of thirty-
three years, About twenty years after the eatablish-
ment of this office, the growth and business import-
ance of the south part of the town required another
in that section, and one was there located, and Dr.
Augustus G, Parker appointed postmaater.

ALmMgHOUSE.—The custom preveiling throughaut.‘
the Now England towna in the early pariod of ils
history for providing for the poor depeudent upon
them, was adopted in Shirley and cuntinued till 1837,
& period of eighty-four years. - .

“At the anoual town-meeting the bames of the
unfortunates were publicly paraded, and they were
auctioned off, one after. another, hy the moderator to
the loweat bidder.” The moral sense -of the people
was, in 8 measure, awakened to the wrong of this
treatment, and, at & town-meeting 'in March, 1763, a
movement waa made for  providing a home for this
clam, and a committee was chosen. ¥ to' provide o'
work-house in thie diatrict.” Put nothing resulted
from this effort, and, for seventy-four years more, “the
gavel of the moderator was heard at each annual
town-meeting, hammering off the board and lodgmg
of the unfortunate pauper to the loweat bidder.”
The following are asmples of. the notices which
were accostomed to be posted in the different paris
of the town :

“Mu!ou. Tha Puor of tha Town of Bhirlsy will be lot oat ln bols, for




one yesr fram the 2rd dey of April next, ou Saturday, the 2th day of
March, lusant, at one o'clock P ot 1he store of Thomes Whitney &
Bun,

UJamns Panuex, Ju,, for the Oversears.”

*Teks Notlea, At Whitney's stors In Bhirlsy, ou Moudey ucxt, st
servon o'clock Pou., tho wife of Willlun Looglay will be set up st auc-
tion to the lowest Lidder, atso ach per wook, from then untdl the At
of April. Ahirley, Feb. 13, 182L."

“ Nolica. Durid Atherton and Mary Davis wilil belat oot by the wesk
for ane year or & shorter Ume, st Esq, Whitoay's' sors, Monday, &
o'cluck »,2, May B, 1828."

In 1837 thia wrong and oppressive custom was
hrought to itsa end. Laod and boildings were pur-
chased, and & comfurtable and pleasant home provided
where all dependent upon the town could be well
carad for. :
 The house waa that of Mr. John Whitney, where
the first meoting of the district for the transaction of
public business, after its incorporaticn, was held.
The farm contained a littlo more than 100 acres,
The number of paupers entored and cared for at this
home, the firat three yeara after it was opened, varied
from filteen to thirty each year, After this there was
a gradual diminishing of the number, caused chially
by the effect of the temperance reformation, till “at
the close of the twelflh year Lhere were but from three
to five who claimed a home in the Alms-house,”

This change led to the disposal of the property by
a vote of the town, in 1853, as an economic measure.
Bince then thoss who sre dependent upon it for sup-
port have been provided for iu private families, under
the direction and care of the overseers of the poor.

MiLrTaRY.—The “French War,"” which terminated
in the surrender of the Cauadas to the English Gov-
ernmeut, was in progress at the time of the incorpe-
ration of Shirley, Volunteers from this district were
in that war. " Jaseph Longley, who held the office
of first seloctman and town clerk, at the organization
of the disirict, entered and died in that service.” In
the controversies and contesta which reaulted subse-
quently with Great Britain, on account of the griev-
snces Imposed by the King, the diatrict took an active
aod decided part in support of measures for maintain-
ing the rights and liherties of the Cologies. The first
public action recorded was in refarence to the *‘Blamp
Act,” passed hy the British Parliament. 1t was at a
district meeting held October 18, 1763, when the fol-
lowing instructions to ils representative received n
unenimous vote: “Ordered that Abel Lawrence,
Eaq., Representative, &c., for us and others in the

" Great and General Court, have 5 copy of our views,
and is desired to act accordingly. Is it a matter of
wonder that every thinking person in the Colonies of
North America is greatly alarmed hy the late act
of Parliament, oalled the Stamp Act, as it affects
the state and liberty of every loyal subjesct of maid
Colonies? It in therefore thought hy your constitu-
ents that, at this critical season, you would not be
unwilling to know their minds npon this important
alfair, We look upon said act ns & hurden, grievous,
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distressing and insupportable; not only likely to en-
slave the present, but future generalions, The great
and beavy load lying upon us, occasioned by tbe late
war, with ils increasing interest, and all other inci-
dental chrrges at home for the support of government,
&ec., have sunk us 80 low already tbat we are wholly
unable to bear the duties impused upon us by the
‘Stamp Act,’ which, if it take place, must and will
immediately prove our certain ruin, With regard to
the power of the British Parliament to lay taxes in
such & manner, is, you know, s poiot that has been
disputed with great warmth on both sides of the
‘question. We are far from saying or acting any-
thing whereby we might be charged with dialoyaliy,
as subjects to the best of kings, or that we have not e
proper sense of the British Court, but we do think that
our charter privileges and natural rights, s the free-
born sona of Britaio, are iofringed upon hy said
Bump Act. Our sdvice, instruction snd direction,
therefore, to you is, that upen all proper oceasions
you use apd exercise your utmost endeavors and
strongest efforls, in a modest, hecoming and reapect-
ful manoper, to prevent said act from taking place in
the government ; and that you with & watchiul eye,
upon every occasion, diligentiy guard and prolect Lhe
liberties of your country, wo the utmost of your pawer,
agninst all encroachments and innovations. Like-
wise we desire you to frown upon every attempt for
raising, by way of tax, any sum or sums of money,
or consent to dispose of any already 'raised, without
the consent of the people, upun any pretence whatso-
ever, except for defraying Lhe necessary expenses of
government. Also we would signify our dislike of the
late act of violence in the town of Boslnn, and .every
other act of rage commitied againsl any particular
person or private property, anywhere within his Maj-
esty's most loyal and dutiful provioce of Massachu-
sotta Bay. Finally, your coosatituents expect that, on
all oceasions, yon will view their interest as closely
cenpected with your own, and at el times endeavor
topromote it, and also the interest of the province
generally. By order of the committee.’ Jobn Long-
ley." « N -
The repeal of the " Stamp Act,” s00n after, brought
& brief period of relief. Dut new grievances call
forth further action, A circular was received from a
Committee of Correapondence in Boaton, setting forth
their character, and action thereon was taken as
follows : :

""Thy ynanlmoue procesdings of tha Iohabltants of the Dirrct of
8hlrley, boing legadly hied upon ad) t, Japnary We 1t,
171). Harving recelved from the metropoiis of this Provines thele voles
and procssdings st the lats town-mesting, and bavlog taken tha mane
Into considerntion, wa are of the opinion Lhat our rights are properly
atated by thelr oonimittes, and that they are infrioged in thuee lnstancos
menthoned by tham ; and we are Muily persunded If the Jodges of the
Bupetor Court of this Provioee bare thelr slaries fram the king —from
whope subetitutes thelr appolntment erlginatem, sud whhoect whors cun-
scnt (et them Loid e scales of justiee evar so unsven) they cannot Le
removed—thet cur Jlbertled ato greatly infringsd tharoby, and that we
wigll bave oo batter clonca for jusiics, no Leltar socurkiy of lifo sud
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propariy, than tha people bikve Io Lo mast despotle country under
hoaren,

" We, therefurs, with due to the opipion of our fellow-
electory, do express to oar reprementative our desira tiat he o e ot
st Inflnence that the judges of thesuporlor court of this provincs be
placed upon s conatitoiional busle wikd ihelr salaries Lo T™iscd
such & anm an wil mipport them o a manner sultable to thelr diguity.
And we would furthar sy Uust It Ls cur flxed detsrmipation o Jolu with
the poopls thirgugl the oolunies, and of this I'rerluce fo particulsr,
mnafully and constitutbunslly ta opposs every mride of despoibon snd
tyrsnny, aod that wo will net alt duwn easy snd contenied unll our
rights aud Hiernke are restored to oa, and wa onjoF them se st the be-
ginning.

*V¥oled, bia abovs ba entered npon the reconds of the Distdet, wod au
suibenticatsd copy tharsofl ba mnt Ly the District Clark W the Commbt-
trs of Correspondence of Boston, i suocther to James Prescott, Eaq.,
ir rapresentallye.  Foled, also, that our grateinl acknowledgnients sre
due Lo the inlibltants of the tawn of Dwloen for thelr vigilance wpon
Uils nxid msny other occoslons of ks naiure.

“Jouw Lowgrey, Din (Terk”

)

During this year the act puiting a tax upon the tea
brought into the country, passed the British Parlia-
ment, This foct wos communiented to the selectmen
of Shirley by the Committee of Correspondencs in
Boston by a letter dated November 23, 1778. On
this, nction was taken at the town-meeting in March
following, when it was voted unanimonsly:

*tot. That we wiil neither Loy, nor sell; nor deipk {nor soffer it to Le
drunk in any of onr familios) any e thut js sulject to mn Amerlean
duiy, 24, Thet we wlll sapd resdy to onits with our Lrethron through
the Culoniss In svery proper messnrs Lo TetrieTs our lberticn, and to s
tabidllele them upan mch & firm basds thet {6 will ba cot of the power, at
leaat of our pressnt anewnles, to wrest them out of onr handa, &4, That
thy thanks of the Diatrict bw, and herely are, given to the town of Bos
wn sod ta the towns In that vicipity for svery matloowl wad proper
mewnure thoy uve pursied D onler o prevont our insstimnbis Hghu
atn| privileges being tora fram oe by the artlfice and cunning of cur en-
strirn, who are endenvoring to 1ol os of the frutis of our honest indus-
try, that they owy riot in ldlvnem nnd lnxzury themes)ves, 4th, Thal
the District enter the whove yotew op the diatriet book of recurds, sod
trahamult st kttested copy of the sbove yutes to the Commlttes of Corre-
mpondence 1o Dostem. A trus recond of tie vefes'of tlo Disirict of Shir
luy or the inluldlants Lhersof, ] R

“Atlest, O9in1an Bawrenl, Distriol Clerkh ™

When the time for something more than expres-
sicns of sympathy and promises came, there was an
oqual readinesa for active duty. A town-mesiing was
cailed Jaonuary 18, 1775, immediately after the paa-
sage of the " Boston Port Bill,” at which it was
votad, “ That we make some provision for the suffer-
ing poor in Boaton end Charleatown, on account of the
Boswon Port Bill, so-called, and that the same be done
by subscription. Francis Harris, John Ivory and
Obedinh Sawtell were chosen 8 commitiee to receive
the dooations of maid district for said poor, and
ordered to forward said donations to Boswn or
Charlestown aa soon an may be” A atill more de-
cisive and important step toward severing the
allegiance w the mother country waa taken at this
meeting, in tha vote to withhold the * Proviuce Tax"
and to stand firmly with the ** association of the Grand
American Congress,” held in Philadelphia, in October
of the previous year. The following i2 the record:
“IWe, the subscribers, having seen the association
drawn up by the Orand American Continental Con-
gresm, respecling the non-importation, non-eonaump-

tion and non-exportation of goods, etc,, signed by the
delegutes of this and the delegates of other colonies
of this continent, and baving attentively cocsidered
the same, do hereby approve thereof, and of every
part of it; and in order to meke the same sssociation
our perscnal act, do, by these presents, under thu
sacred ties of virtue, honor and the love of our
country, irmly agree and associate, fully and com-
pletely, to observe and keep all und every ariicle and
cliause in said association contained, in respect to ex-
portation, importation and nou-consumption, accord-
ing to the true intent, meaning and letter of our £aid
delegates, and will duly iuform and give notice of
avery exception and contravention of asid agreement
o far as we are able; snd that we will, so far sa wa
can, encourage and promote a general union herein ;
88 witpess our hands, this 18th day of January, a.
D., 17756." .

Nor was this sll, Measures having & somewhat
compulsory appearance were taken to bring all the
inhabitanws into this agreement. This is the record
additional: -

“*At a legul meeting of the ichahitants of the District of Bhirley, hald
un the 181h of Jaoowry &0, 1775, Rasgived apd voled, that the Abore
draught of an 12 apy d of, aod thiat the mms e sntored In
the Disirict book of reconds, aod that Uye mone beslgued by 1he myeral
inhablunis of mid disnet, snd that the of Aarrespuisd
e that the mme u dons, or Inform the distriet wl (halr Dext neting of
evary person who ahall dolay or rofuss to digp the mous 30 that the dls-
tricl may take such furtlier order LLerson ws they may Wink propar,

“aitest, Onariad Bawreir, Disriol (lrk ™

Only two months and one day from this date came
the alarm from Lexington ringing through the
ecountry. Bhirley, in common with other towns,
waa stirred intensely by this hostile advance, and its
patriotism aroused. Every man old enough to bear
arms, but seven, “volunteered hin servicos and
marched to Cambridge.” And thess seven were pre-
vented, not hy any reluctance on their part, hot by
the necessities of their families, or their age and phy-
sical condition. One ofthem, William Longley, famil-
iarly known es:“ old Wilt the miller,”” bent with age
and supporting bimself with two etaves, wanted to
join the compgoy. In response to an allusion to his
infirmity, *“True,” he said, “I cannot handie a muoa-
ket, but I can Aght the red-coats with my two canes,”
brandishing these vigorously. Eighty namea are on
the roll of the Bhirley mioute-men, who, on the alarm of
that day, April 19th, marched to Cambridge. Immedi-
alely after this came the enlistment of eight months
men, Thirty-eight from Bhirley responded to this call,
Frora thia time to the opening of the memorable cam-
paign of 1777 many volunteers went for indefinite
periods, Then came the enllstment for three years,
when thirteen entered the service for that term.
And when the Legislalure of the Btate decided that
one-geventh of all the male inhabitants over sixteen
years of age, capable of bearing arma ahould be en-
listad, the district promptly made its number twenty-
two, And as an encouragement to the service, it
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“voled, to give each man twenty pounds as an ad-
ditional bounty.” Besides the call for men, there
was & call for muskete, military coats, provisions of
faod, ete., “sll of which were readily contributed.”
In the schedule of apportionment emoug the towns
of the Btate, of the thirteen thousand coals required
by the Provincial Congress for the patriot ermy en-
gnged in the siege of Loston in the summer of 76,
twenty-five were asked of Bhirley. The respoaes to
thie request was conveyed to the Committee of Sup-
plies in the following letter:

“To the (entmee Commites of Suplies appoynted by Congrems, sio.,
To we ko tis Providiug Clathing for tha srmy. Gen'men: These Areto
Iaform you that tha Dist, of Bhirley have agreed to provide the Parta
of Conty, Bhiris, Bocklue ap] Britches to lhem Amigoed and thiry Pure
uf Bhots for the Denefit of the Continentle army, eio,

' By order of tha Belectmen,
“ Osapsan Bawreiy, Disl (lwh

“Bhirley, August y* 10%, 4,b, 1775,

The moat of the three years' men enlisted in the
early part of 77 served in the Fifteenth Contineuntal
Regiment, which wes recruited from Worcester and
Middlesex Counties, under command of Colonel Tim-
othy Bigelow. It was a regiment distioguished for
ita diecipliné and valor, and was in maay of the hard-
est-fought battles of the war,
capture of Burgoyne at Saratoga, in the trinla and
suferinga of Valley Forge at the battle of Mon-
mouth, and in the ¢rowning glories of Yorktown,
A call wan made fot additional men for the service
for a given time in 1780, and the district “ voted to
give each soldier one, one hundred silver duilam,
including the forty shillings per montb, allowed
by the state. It was also voted to give them,
each forty pounds additional in hard money, for
three montha’ additionul aervice.” The next year,
1781, at the March meeting an appropriation was

made for paying the three-years’ soldiers, whose term -

had expired, the amount due them from the the dia-
trict. It was ** voted to raise twelve huodred silver
dollars, or the value thereof in other money, to be
immediately assesasd on the inhebitants of the dis-
trict and others owning property therein, as soop an
may he” This is the last record of tne action of the
district in relation to the Hevolutionary War with
which we have met. There is mention of a commit-
teo appointed by the district, to”eee that the families
of the absent soldiera were provided for, and we have
reason to beliave that this matter received fauithfu! at-
tention, The munter-roll of Captain Henry Has-
kell's company of *minute-men * in Colonel Jamea
Prescott’s regiment, which marched from Shirley,
April 19, 1775, contaioed the following names :

Heury Marshal, captaln ; Sylvanus Bmitb, first lleutaaant; Ebenezer
Gowling, second llsniwnant; Joho Weson, sergeant; Joha Darie, ser-
geant ; Ephrsim Bmlth, sergeant; Theriss Benueit, sergeant; Joseph
Dualge, corpomd ; Joho Kelsy, rorporsl; Anron Denastt, corporab; Jo-
seph Longiey, corporml; Thomas Borkmar, drammer; Willlam
Dolion, drummer; William Dartlett, Eleazar Barileit, Timothy Dolton,
Alal Chase, Titus Culburn, Jonalhan Conant, Dunlel Cheimen, Amre

Dole, 8itas Davls, Jonalian Davly, James Dickerson, John Drright, John
Edgeriop, Joba Gordon, At Holdan, Ames Holden, Amos Holden, Jr.,,

It bad part in the’

Bawisll Holden, Stephen IHiolden, Zacharish Hajden, Lemiosl Holiden,
Bimson Holden, Am Hattis, Blineon Harrlogton, John Hankaoll, lenjs-
mlu Haakell, Puul Hale, Sath Harrlngien, Samual Ilazon, Joha Ivory,
Joho Jupp, Musss Jenlsen, Dutije]l Keazar, Jushus Longley, Johu Long-
ier, Jr., KEdmuod Longley, John Longley, Jonne Longley, Joosa Long-
ley, Jr, Willlam Litils, Wullls Littbe, Duvid Pratt, Alel Parker, Abal
Parker, Jr., Phineling Page, Dmolel Page, Thomas Peabwady, Slrieon
Puge, Je., Jonsa Tuge, Poter Parker, Jam:s Purker, Oladlaly Suwtell,
Jre., Exra ulth, YWllllam Bampeuc, Dnrid Sloan, David Wilkn, Ephradin
Warren, Willlas WHilnne, Tvory Wikis, Asron Woodbury, Sanniel
‘Walker, Jouns Parker, Jdr, Ollver Livarmore, Ollvar Floichor, Joseph
PBrown, Thomas Nichola, Francls Hltchell, b

S8eays’ INSURRECTION.—The great indebtedness
incurred by the Wace of the Revolytion left a heavy
burden upon the State and upon all the towns. Taxea
became onerous, snd yet were hardly sufficent
to meet the current expenses of the govarnment
and pay the intersat of the public debts. Many
weare impatient and restive uader the difculties and
embarrasaments with which they were encumbersd.
Out of this condition, which was but an effect from
the war, sprang the insurrectionary movement, which
obtained no litile notoriety under ihe leademship or
command of Daniel Shays, & captain in the war,
Men from Shirley joined the insurgents. But of the
pumber there is no record. While there wae an al-
most unapimous feeling in favor of some movement
to ameliorate the exisling condition of things, itis e
malter of grave doubt if this resort to forcibie meas-
ures received the countenance of any considerable
proportion of the people. Among thoss who took an
active part in it, were two brothers, Sylvanus and
Nathan SBmith, hoth of whom had been officars in the
late war, In company with others from the district
and pariies from other towns, they gathered at Con-
cord to the nomhber of about one hundred. Their
object was Lo suppresa the court aud stay the flood of
executions that were wastiug their property and
making desolate their homes, until some action
should be takco for thair reiief. Tt was Nathan
Bmith who made the somewhat famous address to
the pcople, aa related hy the historian of Coocord,
“declaring that any persen who did not follow his
drum and join his atandard, should be drove out at
the point of the bayonet, let them be court, town
committee, or what else, ‘I am going’—he said—to
give the court four hours to agree to our terms, and
if they do mot, I and my party will compel them to
it 1 wiil lay down my life to mppraas‘ the govern-
ment from ail {yrannical eppression, and you who are
willing to join us in this ere affair may fall into our
ranks,” Bmith was 8 good soldier io the war, and
without doubt thought he was doing his duty in this
affair, and defonding the freedom that bad heen se-
cured against unwise and oppreasive measures, He
died in Bhirley in 1834, at the age of ninety-six
vears. A company from SBhirley went with the insur-
gents in January, 1787,in a moveraent for the suppres-
sion of & court in Springfield. The towa records give
the best indication of the prevailing sentiment smong
the people at thizs time. In a town warrani dated
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“January ye 29,1787, there were two articles which
read s follows: * Iat. To see what the town will do
in regard Lo sending provision to those men that are
gone, or about to go (as they say) ic defence of their
rights and priviteges. 2d. To see if the town will
take tnto consideration the present depressing cir-
cumstances of our public afluire, and consult upon
means for a settlament of those diaturbances that are
subsiating in this Commonwealth.” _

Upon these artitlea it was voted:  lat. Not to send

provisions to the men gune from this town uuder
arms, 2d, Voted to chooss a committes, agreeably
to the second article.”” This committee was chosen,
and reported, recommerding & petition to the Gen-
eral Court, “ praying that all disturbances subaisting
in this commonwealth wnay be saltled.”” The report
was adoptad and petition sent.
. Bhirley furnished its required qoota for service in
the War of 1812, raising it hy draft. No note of any
action or incident worthy of mention appears in the
records or can be gathered from tradition. There
was only one enlistment from the town in the Mex-
ican War—Nathan King (2d), He was in two bat-
tles, in one of which he was wounded.

THE C1vIL WaR oR WaR oF THE REBELLION.—
The atartling intelligence flashed over the country,
on Mouday, April 15, 1861, of the attack on Fort
Sumter, aroused the people of Shirley, as it did the
whole North. Informal meetinge were held, projects
discussed and services tendered Ly persons of all ages,
Immediateiy & town-meeting was convened, Atz this
meeting, crowded with those of every age and grade
of life, the following resolutions were presented and
unanimously adopted:

* Keaoisud, That tha town of Shirley puy 10 all voluntesrs who have’
stillsted, ot who muy anllet Leroafior for Lhe proseht war (the same belng
realdonts of mid town wi the date of thelr snllsinent), thesum of twelva
dollurs per month, in sdditicn W the i lon now maede by gov-
sromont ; mideam to be pald to the familles of any auirh voluntsem, in
thielr wl , sl the di of ths committee hereafler hamed
And sliould they fall in buttls, the same aum to bo pmid 9 thelr famlllea
daring tho torm of anilatinent.  And, if any wuch volunisers are slngle
meh, the sid aum o bs peld o thom st the sxplmtion of their respec-
{ive enlimenis, or L0 their Yegn! roprosonintives. Also o forolbh
theie whib il sulluble snd wacesry culfi, not fursishel Ly the
Srate or Jenorwl Qoveroment, ni (e dlacrotlon of mbd convmiitos.

“ Rraodowd, That the town raise the sum of flve hnodrmd dullar for
Lha purpose wbove mientlonsd, and that the snia be smessed the prosut
year ; and thad the lown tressnrer be and (2 horeby authorited w bor-

row any wim or huos of money for the purposes speclfled, Dot to oxcoed
ten thoumnd dollars '

Measures were taken at this meeting for raising a
company for the Fifty-third Massachusetts Regiment.
Thie compony, When orgunized, took tho name of
“Muanson Guards,” iu henor of N, C. Munson, from
whom it received the generous gift of five hundred
dollare, At a meeting held April 28, 1RG2, further
action was taken in bebalf of the familiea of those in
the service, It was voted “to raise and arsess one
thousand dollars for the relief of the families of vol-
unteern in the federal army, acd that the same, or
such part thercof as may he necessary, be paid out

by the selectmen to families where they are certain
the same will be refunded by the State.”

In July of thig year, in reaponse to the call of the
President for more soldiurs, the quota of the lown
wes sixteen. Thin was soon filled, the town vot-
ing, at a meeting held on the 23d of the month, s
bounty of one hundred dollars to each soldier, and
authorizing the treasurer to secure a loan of eixteen
hondred dollars for this purpose. When, a year lster,
another call came from the President for atill more
meu, to fill the rankas that were boing depleted by
lorses and expirationa of terme of mervice, volunteer
enlistments had reached their limit, and it became
necessary to draft the number required. To meet ite
duty to these, the town voted, at a meeting held July
27, 1863, to “ pay one hundred dollars to each of ita
quota of drafted men, or their substitutes, who go
into the service under the late call of the President
ofthe United States, and also to furnish Btate aid to
their families according to law.” Other action, of
record, for maintaining its part, by the town, in this
crisin of the nation’s life, was on July 5, 1884, when
it was voted * to raise two thousand dollars, to pay

_volunteers that have been enlisted for this town, or

may hereaflter be obtained to fill the gnota next called
for by the President.” Also, “that the stlectmen,
after expending the two thousand dollars raised for
the purpose of recruiting, he further authorized to
pay one hundred and twenty-five dollars to each and
every recreit they may ohtain, in order that our full
quota be kept up.” And then, a month later, it waa
voted, “that the town pay one hundred and twenty-
five dollars in gold to each and every volunteer who
will enliat, or to any enrolled man who will furnish
& subetitute, to All this town’s quota under the call of
the President for five hundred thoosand men.” A

‘few monthe later & rumor was prevalent of an ex-

pected call for additional recruits, and on Nnvember
Bth it was voled “that the selectmen he constituted
a committee, and authorized immediately to borrow
a sum not to exceed two thousand dollars, and pro-
cure recruits to fill an anticipated call for three hun-
dred thoumand men.” One more ilem completea the
record of municipal appropriation and activity for
this important and trying pericd.. Jenuary 24, 1885,
but a little more than two monthe before the note of
final victory rang exultingly through the land, a
meeting was convened, at which the selectmen were
“ authorized to procure and put into the service of
the United States, fifteen men, in addition to those
already in.” Also, *to borrow & som of money suffi-
cient (0 pey the sum of one hundred and twenty-five
dollars to each of the men who have been putin or
may be put in before the 18th of March, 1865—who
have not heen paid according to & previous vote of
the town."

The whnle pumber of men mustered into the ser-
vice from the town, and credited to it on the rolls,
was one bundred and thirty-eight—about one-tenth
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of the full number of its population during these
years. Two of these served in the navy. The loas
by death on the field, or from wounde, and disease
coueed by the hardships and exposures of army life,
was tweniy-one.

During all these intensely anxious years, those who
remained at home were, in common with all the
towns, constantly engaged in procuring and fornish-
ing eupplies for the needs and comforta of the sick
and wonnded in camp and hospital. The full appro-
pristion and expenditure of the town for the men it
put into theservice by enlistment and draft amounted
tu about eight thousand doliars. The complete list
of the namen of these men is here given:

Armp.—John H. Algar, Michael T. Ames, James Armatrong, Octsve
Anedette, Georgs W, Baker, Ollvar Balealm, ITorsos A, Dalcvlm, Frank
Balcolm, Thomas Baley, Georgu ¥. Barretl, George H. Deard, Frenk M.
Boynton, Andrew Blood, Chrisiof Prockenpan, Charles H. Brown,
Joneph Brooker, Norman H. Brucs, Heory Punnel, Henry & Boller,
Miedurdl Bourcant, Kdward K, Carr, Norton B Chsmbetladn, Charles P,
Chaadler, Apdeew J. Clough, Philip Cooners, Charlea H. Cowdrey,
Moses Cram, John B. Cram, Thomas Duley, Michas] Danlon, Granville
0. W, Davia, Chan, B. Durle, Heury A, Dixon, Edward Donshos, Paroy
H Dunkios, Joseph Doprey, Estes Elllodt, Heory Elmore, Owen Elmore,
Goo. A. Farmer, W, Ji, Farmor, Joseph A, Firoworil, John W, Farren,
Stmon Flelda, Feremiah Fiynu, George F. Foller, Puatrick Gately, John
Ontely, Hock BL Goah, Jobn Goodhna, John Gom, Willlam Greenalgh,
Benjanilo Grovper, Jumaa Haley, Willlam L. Harris, Albert L. Hert-
well, Janies Muwkrworth, Georgs Hayoes, Alvin Henry, George O
HiY, Wiltfam Hodgman, Cherles Hoffowan, Robertos F. Holden, Stephen
Iloward, Henry Johoson, Jomphos Japes, Albert Kilburn, Charbe. E.
Kilburn, Clemon Kanstay, Danlel L. Klog, Peter King, Thomas Kit-
tredge, Thomas Kelley, Oarle Lamarjaln, Samnpel Lape, GGed, A, Lancey,
Jahn B. Lapine, Josnph Laslyr, Peler Larily, George F. Lawrence, Japies
H. Litlle, Jobn H. Linchan, Stephan W, Longley, Harriman Longler,
Frank Lovely, Wm, Moliill, Phelix McGovern, Lssac A. McDunlalx, John
McCarty, Jumes HeGill, Dunlel Maboney, George H. Meson, Williem
Mo Lalland, Wltor Mirchetl, Duvid Morreil, Willlam M. Mows, Gecrge
Muuyon, Emary Munyon, Thomas MoOovern, Joud Q. Nest, Harrlasn
Helmn, Alexpuder Meloon, Abe] Nlcklom, Danirl O"Mern, Micheal
0'Neal, OQeorge F. Purker, Marcus M. Farmenter, Sldney Partis, Jobn
Pulerson, Charles W, Richards, Jobn Moach, Charles F. Robbtlos. Har-
rington W, Banders, Otis Barall, Churies P, Bartell, Jainen Bawlell, B
M. Binith, Marcus M, Spauliding, I Spaulding, Lenry B Biory,
Henry 'Taylor, Wallar Taylor, Oranrille P. Travis, James Taylor, Wal.
tor Underwood, Wililun W. Underwood, Willlam F. Warren, llenry
A. Watern, Btephian Wheslor, Jolin Whesler, John Q. Whits, Henry K,
White, Welllngton B, Whll.s, Waller Wright, Frederick Wilwn, Jobo
Zlmuverman.,

Navy.—Charles Love, Charlm E Richarda

MiL1s, MARUFACTURERB AND MANUPACTORIER.—
Like all newly settled communities, Qroton, of which
the present Shirley then formed s, part, in the sarly
part of her settlement lacked the means of aupplying
the wants and needs of her early sottlers.

While the newly cultivated land yielded rich
harvesta of golden grain to the worker, he was unable
to convert this grain into meal without the aid of &
mili, and there was none in Groton, not, in fact, did
such s mill exiat for & period of seventeen years from
its first settlement; hence we are led to suppose that
tbe colonisis were ohliged to use hand-miils or samp-
mortars to grind their corn, but no record of their ase
oxisty, either written or traditional.

Mr. Butler says, in his * History of Groton,” that
the first com-mill erected within the territory of

Groton was by Johno Prescott, in company with his
son, Jonas Prescott, who alterwards distinguished him-
self as an inbabitant of Groton. This mill stoodona
small stream of wdter in what was then the southern
boundury of the territory, butin what is nowtbe north-
erly soction of Harvard ; and there it slands yet and
ie devoted to its original purpose.

A few years after this mill was erected the Indians
destroyed the greater part of Harvard, but, fortunately
for the people, this property was overlooked, and con-
tinues to do its work afier a lapss of over two centurles,
it having been erected in 1678.

For eight years this mill wes the only one the in-
habitants of this section had to carry their grain to,
and in consequence was conatantly engaged—in fact,
such was tie press of work that the inhabitants of the
town enacled & law requiriog the proprietor of the mill
to set apart the second andsixth days of each week for
the purpose of grinding the grain of the people of
Groton on those days,

In 1681 James Preacott, who wan achve in the es-
tablisbing of the mill above mentioned, erected another
mwill on the easterly boundary of the toyritory, on what is
now known as Stony Brook, near its issue from Forge
Pond (so-called), being within Lthe limits of the present
town of Westford,

As nearly as can be ascertained, the territory of the
present. Shirley was firet sottled in 1720, and the
northerly part was soon taken up for farms; but ail
grain had to be carried to the old mill, now in Har-
vard, or to the Forge Pond mill, now in Westford, to
be ground.

We of the present day cannot understand the hard-
ship this wae to the early pettler to carry grain fur a
distance of from four to ten miles over rough ronds,
often mere hridle-paths cut through the woods—no
such roads or highwaya ae we of the present genera-
tion are ueed to. Few of our forefathers were the for-
lunate possessors of horses, for thdy were luxuries in
those days, and nafor light carriages, they did not exist;
80 thet the early settlers were compelled to uese ox-
toame and even wheelbarrows to iransport the grain,
and, indeed, many were the loads borneon thestrong
shoulders of the hardy scttlers, at all seasona of the
year, Throngh rainendshine sanow and hail, they bore
their burdens over the weary miles, oflen compeiled to
make two trips ere they could bring hack the meal
they required for their sustenance, for the mills were
small and unahle to fulfill all the demands made upon
them with facility.

The firat mill in the limits of what is now known
a8 Shirley was boilt by William Longley, an early
settler, and Samuel Hazen, who setiled here in 1749,
This was & grist-mill to which was ndded Iater a eaw-
mitl,

This mitl was & small one of but a single run of
etones, and was not furnished with the means for bolt-
ing flour.

But such were the needs of the people that the un-
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dertaking, emall though it was, was considered as a
harbinger of better timea, ,

Thia mill stood on the nite of the * Shirley Cotton-
Mill,” better known perhaps asthe “ Red Miil,” which
was destroyed by fire in 1867,

The above partnamhip laated but a few years, Mr.
Hazen selliug out his interest to Mr. Longley, who
continued to serve hia patrons sa “ miller ” until old
age compelled him to retire, when he was succeeded
by his son,

Au the years rolled on these mills, went to decay
and otbera were huilt upon the same privilege, but
apon the opposite side of the stream, by one Heory
Haskell. These mills aflerwards were owned by
Israel Longley, Eaq., who sold them to Thomaa Hazen,
who, in turn, sold them to Jsrael Longley, a great-
grandson of the fimt owner. In 1872 tbe mills were
purchesed by Mr, N. C. Muneson and the grist-mill
was used for other purposes.

Qeorge Davis, Eaq., next became the owner of the
saw-mill and for some years carried on an extensive
busineaa in lumber, furpishing in quantities large or
small to suit the requiremenis of purchaserm. In 1886
he ceased 10 carry on husiness at the mills, and they
remained idle until ihe following year, when tbe pro-
perty was purchesed by Mr, Qilbert M. Bullou, of
Shirley. Heat once repaired the buildinga and erected
in connection with the mill a large carpenter’s shop,
and ftted it up with a full line of weod-working ma-
chines necessary to carry on his trade.

Mr. Ballou has done quite an extensive business in
sawing lumber since he started, the fimt year sawing
out about 150,000 feet, and he has since turned out
from 250,000 to 300,000 feet annuslly, It might well
be suppoeed that theaupply of trees of a size suitable
for lumber would Lave been exhausted long ago, but
each season briogs ita full supply of logs, and the
apace in front of his mill is filled to overflowing with
great pilea of pine and cheatnut loge waiting to be
turned into Lionrds.

The second grist-mi)l waa huilt on Mulpus Brook,
in that part of the town known as Wood's Village.
This, tno, like the one on the Catacunemaug, con-
tained but one run of stones and was wanting many
of those conveniences now considered necesanry,

But it lled a loog-felt want, for, being siluated aj
the opposite border of the lown from the other mill,
it greatly shortened the distance, thereby proving a
great accommodation to the dwellers in ita vicinity,

Francis Herris was the Orst owner of this mill, and
Jumes Dickson erected a paw-mill in connection with
it, both of which wereafterwards owned and operated
by the same person,

Theso milis pasaed through many hands, until in
1822 Jonathan Kilburn became the owner, and they
were operated by him unaotil his death, in 1881.

Mr. Kilburn was ap energetic business man, sparing
neither time nor expense in fitting up his mill to meet
the needa and demands of the public. This mill,

’

afier ils repovation, was better fitted for the work of
milling than its predecessor, it consisting of twajuna
of ston¢s and an appatatus for »ifting the wheat as it
entered the hopper, end for bolting it after it wae
ground, The mill was also furnished with a second
bolt that was used in sifting Hour from the meal of
the coarser graine. Mr. Kilbura did & large lumber
busineas in connection with his grist-mill.

The third mill for grinding was erected on the Cat-
acunemaug, & little above that of Mesars. Longley &
Hazen, and on the same side of the atream, by
Joseph Edgarton. This was abandooed after & few
years, the owner deeming .it of no avail o compets
with hls long-establisbed neighbora below him,

The fourh grist-mill, with eaw-mill connected, was
built by Jonas Longley, Eeq., in 1790, on the Nashua
River, on that part now belonging to tlie town of
Ayer, This mili was operated by Mr. Longley until his
death. Varlous persons were owners and operatora
of thess mills, among tbem Eli Page & Sons, wbo wera
the last owners while the pruperty remained within
the boundaries of Sbirley. This firm renewed the
business formerly é&;ried on,—the milis under a former
owner having been umed for otber purposes,—and
added a shingle-mill and also increased the water
privilege,

Tbe next saw-mill of whicb we have record was
built by S3amnel Hazen in 1829, on the northern
braoch of the Catacunemaug., The mill wan ron until
the summer of 1856, when it was awept away by the
breaking of the reservoir above it. The building of
this mill opened the way for the settlement of a sinall
village known an the * North Bend.”

In 1836 Peter Page bnilt & maw-mill oo Mulpna
Brook, s ghort distance shove its junction with the
Neshue River. Mr, Page died shortly after, and the
mill properiy pa<ead into the banda of Messrs. R. P.
& M. "W, Wood.

In 1856 Alvin White snd Edwic L, White came to
Bhirley and purchased the mill and privilege known
as ** Poter Page's Mill,” of Robert P, and Monses W.
Wood, connecting therewith a basket manufactory,
On the 8th of March, 1857, this mill was destroyed
by fre. It wes immediately rebuilt, with enlurge-
ments and improvemenis. The Messrs. Whire did a
large and lucrative business in the manufactore of
baskets, sawing lumber, etc., until 1861, when Alvin
White dispased of hia share to Edwin L. and pur-
chased an estate higher up the river, which be en-
larged, and, in company wilh hia son, continued the
manufacture of baskets—making some ten thousand
pet annaom, .

Edwin L. continued to carry on business ot the old
etand, and the average number of splint baskels
manufaciured by him in the earlier years of the buna-
iuess was from fifteen to twvanty thousand. His yesrly
preduction now is upwards of ten thousand besketa
of all sizen and grades, from tbe small one holding
fuur quarls lo the mammoth one holdiog forty bushels.
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The baskels are used by manuficturm, merketmen
and farmers.

Special power machinery is ueed to get ont the
greater quantity of the baskat slock, the lumber
being sawed into plauke, then steamed and put
into the plicing-machine. A portion of the stock is,
however, split and shaved in the old way. In addi-
tion to the manufacture of beskets, Mr. White hons
done & large business in sawing luinber, some yearn
sawiog 500,000 feet. He also prepares staves and
shingles, turning out about 500,000 annually.

As will be seen, the wanta of the early settlers, so
far as food aud shelter are concerned, were provided
for hy the several mills establinhed upon the banks of
the various streams for the purpose of grinding the
grain sud sawing the huge loge into boards. Yet
there remained other wanis and needs to be provided
for. While the men toiled in the fields, clearing the
land for plenting and sowing and harvesting the
grain, and theo, when harvested, carrying it to the
miil to be converted into meal, it must not be sup-
posed the mothers, wives and sisters wore idie; far
from it, for, in addition to the regular work of the
house, they, by their own hands, mede sl! the cloth-
ing worn by them and their families.

It ia true that their homes were not as large and
elaborate as those of our dey, nor ware they furnished
with a8 many ornamenis and rare pieces of bric-a-
hrac; few were the rooms they had to keep clean and
tidy, for their houses were mostly rude, unfinished
dwellings—log cabing in many instances—and the
houeehold utensils were of the commonest and coarsest
kinda.

But their chief labor Iay in the preparing of the
fax snd wool, a8 it came from the fisld and flock,
into garments of warmth and comfort for the wsar of
the femiliea, and so, thus was supplied in the early
times another of the wanta of the settlera.

But as {ime wore on thess colors grew monotonous
to the people, and they began to make use of srt in
the manufacture of s material that was of & lighter,
aunoother and finer texture than that which they had so
long been used Lo, and, hence, the dyeing, fulling, shear-
ing and pressing processes were adopted, to bring sbout
this desired change. These different processes were
carried on in sn establishment, and were called ¢loth-
ing-mills. Olothing-mills were introduced into the
Colonies in the latter part of the seventeenth or the
early part of the sighteenth century, and soou the pro-
ceas of breaking and rolling wool was added, which was
& great benefit Lo the female sex, an it lightened the
labors of meking cloth.

Theas milla were early introducad into Bhirley, and
thus another, the third, indnstry was commenced.
They little thought when the Grot mill, small thoogh
it was, was bailt, that it would be the forerunmer of
an industry that would prove to be Bhirley's groatest
manufacturing interest, but such it was; the ' cloth-
ier's mill,”" with its crude and imperfect machineny,

30 .

was closely followed by the cotton-miil, with ita deli-
cate end intricate mechaniem, furnishing employment
to the many and subatantially improving the finan-
cial inlerest of the town.

All through the early years of the settlement and
watil within a comparatively few years the settlers of
the northern pact of our country have beon in the
habit of keeping & few sheep to furnish the wool
from which mightbe mndethe every-day clothes of the
{amily. The woolen blankets for winter uas were
obiained from the same source. The [urmers slso
raised 8 little flax, that the needs of the family
through the summer might be met.

The work of manufascturiug tbis cloth devolved
upon the femele portion of the family; they took
the flax as it was brought from the field, and the
wool as it was shorz from off the bncks of the
sheep, and by & slow and laborious process, called
band-carding, converted it into rolls; these rolls were
spun into yarn, and the yarn was, in turn, woven into
cloth by the use of hand-power machinery. .As there
existed in those early times no estabiishment for the
dyeing and dressing of cloth, and not even in the
homes of the sattlersa was the use of the dye-pot
known, it became necessary to adopt some other
menns whoreby a change of color couid be obtained,
Therefore, the colonists Lred sheep of two colors—
white sod black—the mixture of whose wool gave
that mober gray tint to the cloth thet our forefathera
so highly prized.

Later on these hand labors were lightened by the
introdaction and use of machinery operated by water-
power, and the various streams running through the
town were utilized to furnish the power.

The first clothier's mill was built on the fquenna-
cook River, near the village of that name, in the year
1789, by Elishe Rockwood, who came from Wrenthem,

My, Rockwood continued in busipess until old age
compelled him to relinquish it to his son, Samuel
Rockwood, who, in turn, dyed and dressed cloth until
within a short time nf his deatb, which occurred in
1804, Samuel Rockwood snd Bewall Rockwood, sons
of Bamuesl Rockwood, succeeded to the business, and
run the mill until the business was superseded by the
more modern methods of menufacture, In 1812
William Fiint and Thomes Sweetser added a carding-
mill to the dyeing end dressing deparimenta; this
they continued until about the year 1886, when they
were 0Obliged to relinquish the business, owing to a
lack of employment.

The second clothiar’s mill was situsted upon the
Mulpus Brook, and connected with the corn-mill pre-
viously erected by Francia Harris, Eaq., who also
built the ciothier’s mill. Mr. Harris wae a msan of
influence in the town, both as a public official and a
private citizeu, _

Joeeph Edgarton was the hnildar of the third cloth-
jer's mill, which was situated on the Catacunemaug;
this will was never very prusperous, as the Bockwood
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mill had established such a reputstion for good work,
that competition was unavailing, and the establish-
ment wan devoted to some other occupelion that
would yield better income.

The foorth and last clothing-mill was erected by
one James Wilson, an Irish. immigrant, and the fimt
and only one who obtained naturalization in Bhirley
for neariy tbres-quarters of the firat century of its
incorporation. This also was situated on the Mulpus
Brook. Levi Wheeler rented and occupied ithe mill
for o few years, bui soon he, too, as well as the others
of his craft, was ohliged to give way to the inroads of
fasbion, which adopted the use of forzign fabrics in
preference to those of home-made cbaracter. Mr.
Wiison had a carding manufactory in immediata con-
nection with this mill. He corried on the business
of earding till old age and infirmities compelled him
to stop.

As has been noticed, the *eclothier’s milla” were
soon followed hy the establishment of factories for
the manufacture of cotton yarm and cotton cloth,
which proved 1o be the greatest and wmost important
of Shirley's varied industries. The enterprise of ber
citizens was manifested by the many factoriea erected
along the hanks of the various sireams, where water
privileges existed within the boundariea of the town.
For many years the Lhum and noise of the busy loom
and spindle were beard on all sides, and the sireets of
the villago were fliled with young people eager for
racreation after a hard day’s work at the miil. The
stores were doing s prosperous business supplying
the wanis and needs of the people. This continued
for years antil, for various reasons,—fire, flood and
financial depressjon,—the mills one hy one ceased
operations until in 1884 the cloaing of the Pbwmnix
and Fredonia Milla hrought the career of the town as
sn active cotton menufactoring village to & close.
These lnst-named mills are now runping again nnder
new management, aa will be noted later on in thie
chapter.

The first of these mills was erected as early ms
1812, and wua situaied on the Catacunemaug, very
nearly on thesite occupled by the present mill known
as Munson's Yam-Mill, or the New Mill. The mill
wan built hy a compeny from Harvard, consiating of
Bimon Willard, Joel Willard ond, Zaccheus Gates,
Before it was-complated it was purchased by Joseph
Edgarton, who sold it to Merrick Rice, of Lancaster.
Moses Carlton, also of Lancaster, became a partner
of Merrick Rice, and later on becume the sole pro-
prietor. Thin, os we sre credibly informed, was the
third cotton factory huilt in this country; the fimt
being the Slater factory at Webater, Worcester County,
and the second the factory at Waltham. In 1818 the
property was transferred to Joseph Edgsrton & Co.,
and they carried on the mannfacture of cotton cloth
until 1824, doing a succesafial and profitzble business.
But the death of one of the company, Adolphus
Whitcomb, and tbe great depression of busineas
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thronghout New England that year, together with
large investments in land, brought them to failure,
and the business was discontipued. The machinery
waa removed from the building, and the building was
not occupied, excepting the basement, which was used
for various trades, a8 will be noted later on.,,

The second cotton mill, known ss the Fort T'ond
Mil], was built by Joseph Edgarton and Lemuel Wil-
land, and was located on the southern branch of the
Cutecunemaug, on the weatarn privilege of that stream.

Hiram Longley purchased this property about tbe
year 1840 and greatly enlarged and improved it. He
disposed of it to Israel Longley spd it wan by him
connected with the Bhirley Cotton-Miil and used as
the weaving depurtment. Itwas at this time supplied
with fifty-six looms.

In 1868 this mil! was destroyed by fire, but was
soon replaced by a new struclure built of wood, with
a brick basement. In 1877 this mill, together with
the dwelling-houses and other buildings connected
therewith, waa pnrchased by Mr, Nathaniel W. Cow-
drey, who commenced the manufacinrs of * eather
board,” an industry es yet new to the village, altbough
paper-making had been carried oo to some exteat.
He manufactuzed about five tons of the *‘leather
board * per week for several years,

In 1881 Mr. Cowdrey sdded a mill for aawing lum-
ber and stave material, and in 1881-82 sawed out some
700,000 feel lumber and some 600,000 steves. Con-
nected with this saw-raill was & coopering establish-
ment, conducted by Granville Fairbanks, who turned
ont 12,000 casks of different dimensions per month,
Later on 8eth F. Dawson became the owner, There
were one or two other linea of businesy carried on in
some of the huildings connected with this mill. Dee.
14, 1884, the mill, together with the contents, was de-
stroyed by fire, supposed to be of incendiary origin,
causing a total loss of $23,000, which was partinlly
covered by inaurance. The priviiege ia at present on-
used, It iz one of the best privileges in the towo, and
should be utilized by some manufacturing indnstry.

The third cotton-mill was baoilt in 1823 and 1824,
on the site of the firat corn-mill, on the hanks of the
Catacunemang, This mill, known an the “Bhirley
Cotton-Mill,” wes built by Jarael Longley, Eaq., but
on hia death, which occnrred before the building was
completed, Thomas Hazen became the owner.

This mill was for many years rented and occupied
by John Bmith. Israel Longley, son of the original
owner, afterwarde operated this mill for many years.
It had 2400 spindies, und, in connection with Fort
Pond Mill, manufactured nearly 700,000 yards of
brown sbeeting annually. This mill wns destroyed
by fire May 26, 1867.

The next cotton-mill, or the fonrih, was what is
known as the Fredonis Mill, and s situsted on the
Catacunemang, & short distancse below the bridge. Tt
was built in 1832, by a company of the mame name,
ingorporated February 16, 1832,
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The buoilding is one hundred and fifteen feet long,
thirty-six feet broad and three stories high. When
first built the mill was run by water-pbwer, but in
later years a boiler-house and stack were added, so
that now the mill is equipped with both steam and
water.

From' 1832 until 1863 Messrs, Israel Longley and
Willard Worcestor were the proprietors. Upon the
death of one of the partners they were succeeded by
Levi Holbrook, E. W. Holbrook and Charles W,
Smith, under the firm-name of Levi Halbrook & Co.
Thia firm cootinued ontil the year 1868 when the
interest of the Mesers, Holbrook was purchased hy
Mr. J. E. 8mith, the firm then becoming C. W. & J.
E. Bmith. Thess gentlemen were sons of John Bmith,
who for a time rented the Bhirley Cotton-Mill, Mr.
Levi Hollrook was the suparintendent of the mill,
uoder the new firm, for spome time, This mill, at this
time, ran 3280 spindles and sixty-eight looms, aml
employed about sixty operatives. The yearly pro-
duct was 1,189,000 yards of light-brown sheetings.
Mr, Warren N, Omswell, who is well known as a mill
man, was the agent of this mill, as well as of the Phee-
nix, for several years. This mill wes shut down in
the summer of 1884

Connected with this mill are twenty-five tenements
for such of the help aa are married, and in addition
there is a large boarding-house. ' A beautifu] avenue
leads from this mill to the main road.

In 1886 Mr, J. E. Bmith became the sole ownar of
tbis property, and in Beplomher of the following year
Alfred Page, of Ayer, purchased it, and. in December
of that year deeded it to E. A. Bichardson, who has
since carried it on, in connmection with Mr. Page.
This new company employs sbout forly vperatives.

Several improvements have heen made in the prop-
erty, and new machinery of various sorts added, so
that now the mill runa seventy-four looms and 2880
spindles, and turps out annuslly shout 1,000,000
yards of light sheetings, of & value of $35,000, The
yearly pay-roll amounis to about $11,000.

The ANh cotton-mill was built in 1840 by Mr. Sam-
uel Hazen, near the saw-mill erected by him in 1829,
st the part of the town called North Bend, He also
built several tenement-houses for the mse of the
operatives.

This wan called the Lake Mill, and was fmt ocou-
pted by Mr. Oliver Barrett. It waa eflerwards en-
larged and opersted by the Fredonia Mill proprietors.
Aferwards a company from Boston operated it until
it was destroyed hy fire, September 17, 1866, Thin
mill was fitted with two thousand spindles and fifty-
two looms, manufacturing about 524,000 yards of
brown sheetings yearly.,

A short distance below the Fredooia Mill, on the
snme stream, and a short distance shove its junctare
with the Nashua River, stands the largest mill, known
na the “Plcnix Mill," the sixth cotton-mill bailt in
towu, This was built hy the Shaker Commuaity in

the year 1849, and they gave it the name it now bears,
The structura is of brick, one hundred end forty feet
long, fity feet broad and three stories high, exclusive
of the attic. It is surmounted by a tower which con-
tains & bell. The whole structure was built very
thoroughly in every detsil. There are three blocks of
brick dwelling-houses, two stories Ligh, each block con-
teining four houses. These nre desigued for such of
the help as are warried and wish to be housekeepers.
There is also & large three-story brick boarding-house,
sufficiently large to accommodate all those who prefer
boarding. Between the houses and the mill-pond is
& hesutiful grove of pine trees that furcish an agree-
able shade from the summer sun.

Thers wan also & large and commodious agent’s
house, furnished by the proprietoms, connected with
the establishment; Lhut it is not now used in conncetion
with the mill.

The dedication of this mill hy the Shaker frater-
nity, on May 17, 1861, was an occurrence of asuch
marked interest end peculiarity that the following
extract from the account publithed by the New Bed-
ford Daily Evening Standard is here inserted :

“The United Believers, who assemhled oun the oc-
casion, consieled of the principal of the Bhirley Shak-
ers, with & large mumber who were invited from
the aociety in Harvard, pumbering from one huadred
and filty to two hondred persons of high respectabil-
ity, distinguished for their neatness, benevolence and
jndustry, as well aa for their peculiar manner of wor-
ship. Theservices were opened by one of the Jeading
elders, William H. Wetherbee, who delivered an ad-
drem, ‘This address was followed by an original hymo,
sung by the congregation. Lorenzo Dow Groavenor,an
elder from Harvard, then addressed the assembly. He
earneatly recommended his hearers to cultivate the dis-
poeition of brotherly lovein all parties, to worship with
frequency of spirit, and obey the dictations of thosa
heavenly messengers by whom he felt they were sur-
rounded. In conclusion, he recommended prayer, in
which they all united, kneeling in silence. After a
few minutes they arose and sang & hymn, They then
proceeded in their usual manner to march by quick
songa, Bome thirty or more, who seamed to he sing-
ers, formed an oval, facing each other, and the rest
marched round them, two deep, making one circle
within another; after a while the inside circle faced
around and marched in the opposite direction from
the outside column, At the close of this exercise
they took the'r seais in nearly the same form they
et firat stood in ranks, when Elder Grosvenor briefly
explaived the views and heliafs of the society. He
was followed hy Elder William Leonard, who more
fully entered into the subject. .

“After singing ah original poem the meeting ad-
‘journed. At oue o’clock the people reessembled and
soated themselves in the order of their religious usage
end opened their meeting with siuging A hymn. The

short address preceding the aclive worahip then fol-



468

HISTORY OF MIDDLESEX COUNTY, MASSACHUSETTS.

lowed, and the brethren and sisters arranged them-
selvea in order for a march or dance, which they
entered upon with renewed spirit. Beveral brief ad-
dreszes were then made by persons of both sexee.
Among the females was Mm, &. D. Cook, who was
distinguished for her gift in public speaking.

* The meeting closed at four o’clock P.M, The ser-
vices were conducted by W, H. Wetherbee, ua elder,
and Jonas Nutting, as deacon, who discharged their
duties in a manner highly creditahla to themaelveaand
to the great satiefaction of the spectators. During the
exercisen several songe were sung, accomprnied by
solemn marches, in their peculiar mannoer, which ad-
ded much to the interest of the occasion.”

The first tenant of this mill was a company from
New Bedford, Mass., called the “Sieam Mill Com-
pany,” which they soon afterwards changed to the
more fitting name of the *“ Phoenix Compeany,” This
compeny furnished the mill with shalling and ma-
chinery, and satarted bnsiness in 1862. They em-
. ployed ahout one hundred persons, the mill running
8688 spindles, 8168 mule spindles and 2620 ring and
traveler spindles, and 130 looms. Brown and bleached
cottons were the fabrics monufactured, and the annual
product was 1,050,000 yurds,

This company later on purchased the property,
and, in 1881, disposed of itto Messrs. C. W, & J. E.
Smith, the proprietors of the Fredonia Mill, who
continued to manufacture goods of the same grade as
their predecessors. :

My, Warren N. Orswell, who at one time carried
on the menufacture of cotton st the Munson’s Miil,
was agent of this mill for some years. Mr. C. W,
Bmith died in the spring of 1883, and the followiog
summer both this and the Fredonia Mill were sbut
‘down and remained idle for some years. In the
month of July, 1888, the Pheenix miil property was
purchesed by the Sampson Cordage Worke, & cor-
poration having e capital of $80,000, and organized
under the laws of the Commenwealth of Massachn-
setls, to extend the business already established and
previonsly carried on in Boston under the firm-name
of J, P. Tolman & Co,

The business of this company is the manufacture
of braided cotton cord and lines, of which they make
a very large assortment, to be used for various pur-
poaes, such a8 bell-cord on steam and home-reilways,
window-cord, fancy awning-cord, ete,

Tley immedintely commenced at Shirley the manu-
facture of their yarns, and, ie Februsry, 1883,
moved their braiding-machines from Boston. The
company employ one hundred operators, two-thirds
of whom are women and girls, They handle & ton
of cotton every day, and have a weekly pay-rol]l of
sbout $800. The officers of the company are J. F.
Tolman, president; Herbert G. Pratt, treasurer;

. Frank D, Aldrich, secretary, Mr. J. Edwin Hith,
a former owner of the property, is a director in the
company. The busineas headquarters of the com-

pany are at its Boston office, No. 164 High Street.
The operation of this mill, which had 8o long lain
idle, and the filling the tenements and boarding-
houses with busy operativea, hesa dons much to im-
prove the buainess interesis of the town.

To ensure this, a8 well as the other miils farther
up the stream, & supply of water at ail times, & res-
ervoir was built upon the northern branch of the
Catacupemaug. This branch of the river was fed by
two large ponds, one of sixty and the other of one
bhundred and twenty acres area. In order to ¢nlarge
theae, 8 dam was thrown acroes the river in 1832, at
8 point a little above the pressnt paper-mill of B. 8.
Binoey, and a pond covering some seven or eight
bundred acres wan secured. Another pond, on the
southern branch, Fort Pond, in Lancester, covering
about one hundred and fifty acres, was utilized later
oo for the same purpose.

In the summer of 1856 this dam gave way, deing
great damage. The following extract from the ¢ His-
tory of Shirley,” by Rev, 5. Chandler, will ghow the
extent of this damage:

“On the 2d day of July, 1836, the reservoir dam
gave way, and the mass of water which it hed held
in reserve poured dowun the valley, overflowing ils
banks, and inundeting fields and meadows with it
turbid wavee, TFour road bridges, ive mill-dams,
two blackemith-shops, one aaw-mill, and some amaller
buildings, with one railroad bridge, were swept away,
and other structures were partinlly undermined and
injured. This was & sad day for the town in general,
and for its manvfacluring interests in particular. The
estimated loes occasioned hy this disaster, public and
private, was about $50,000, The cause of this calam-
ity has not been fully determined. The dam hed
braved all the force of the spring freshets, and at the
time of its faijure the water waa two and & half fest
helow high-water mark, Uundeunted by disappoint-
ment and losa, the Beservoir Company immediately
commenced to reconstruct their dam, nnd in prosecn-
ting their work they aimed to place their atructure in
a position of such security as to bear any pressurs
of water to which it could be subjected. The roll is
of stone, bedded ou a solid foundation and jointed
with great care. This foundation im protected by
plank apiles, driven five feet into the solid earth.
Theso spiles are continued the whole length of the
dam, and ite masaive embankments are sustained by a
central wall of strong hrick mesonry, and the whole
in declared finished in & substantial and workmanlike
manner.”

The seventh coiton manufactory in town was
founded in 1865 by Mr. N. C, Munson, a widely-known
contractor. It ia situated on the privilege of the fimt
cotton-mill, and is known es the “Munson Mill or
New Miil.” It ia a large structure, one hundred and
fourieen feet in length, three etories in height and
furnished with steam heat

It was fitted with 8400 spindles, eighty looms, and
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employed at one time ffty operstives, turning out
about fourteen thousand yards of brown sheetings
per weck.

Later on this mill was occupied by C. A, Edgarton
& Co., who maonfactured tape and webb for suspenders.

Warren N. Oswell, at one time agent for Phanix and
Fredonin Mille, carried on the manufactura of cotton
hero for some yoars; he was succeeded by Memre.
Nickless & Holt, who manufactured cotton yarns
during the years 1887-88. This concern run 3500
spindies, producing 3500 pounds of yarns per weck,
and employing thirty operatives.

The mill now standa idle, and is in the market for
a purchager, offering & rare opportunity for a maon-
facturing interest,

This completos the list of cotton manufactories.
Closely following comes that of paper-making, which
has been carried on in tbe town for nearly one hun-
dred years. In the latter years of the eighteenth
century Jonas Parker and Thomes Parker, hia brother,
went to Waltham for the purpose of acquiring the act
of paper-making. After a year’s residence in that
place tbey returned to Bhirley, and in conneclion
with Joseph Edgarton, Eaq., built the fimt paper-
mill, This waa located on the Catacunemaug, on the
spot afterward occupied by Mesars. Pope & Co. a8 &
fotk-shop. This was a small mill, with but one en-
gine, and there was no means of drving then koown
but by sun and air. But the advent of 8 new indus-
try into the town was hailed with delight by the
townspeopie. It was the forernnner of a large in-
dustry.

The Parker Broa. carried on the business for some
yeam, finally salling out 10 Lemuel Willard & Brother,
who, in turn, diaposed of the property to Joreph Ed-
garton & Co. This firm made paper here for some
years, but fnally suspended the work in this place,
and the building was veed for a batting-mill, continu-
ing to that use until 1837, when it waa deatroyed by fire.

The second paper-mill was built by the Edgarton
Company, who had become interested in this industry
aud decided to enter into the manufacture on an en-
larged acale. They accordingly, in 1828, built & larger
mill upon the Nashua River, near the corn-mill
erccted by Joahua Longley. This mill waa two stories
in height, the upper part being entiraly devoted to
drying purposea, Mr, H. P. Howe was the euperin-
tendent of this mill. “Mr. Howe was a skillful ma-
chiniat,” says Rev. Beth Chandler, in hie * History of
Bhirley,” and he devised various artificial mathods to
remedy the long process of air-drying. He flnally
hit upon the plan—which he subsequently patented—
of the ‘fire-dryer.’ This wonderful machine, after
many trials, aiterations and amendments, was ai lenglh
completed, and put in operation with satisfactory
resilta. It js hardly possible lo describe the aston-
ishment which the new enterprise created. The dull
way of grinding the materisl, presaing it into sheets
and then possing it through s long eeason of air-dry-
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ing, waa & tedious method of producing one of the
most important arliclcs of domestic and business vse;
and such was the imperfaction of the material thus pro-
duced tbat it would hardly be regarded worthy the
meanest service to which peper is devoted ai the
present time. Dy the invention of Mr. Howe the
pulp wns recoived at one cxtreme ond of the machine,
and after passing through & complicated process of
change and preparation, was discharged at the other
end finished paper, ready for immediate use.”

The invention of the *fire-dryer’ having estab-
lished the reputation of Mr. Howe, he, in 1838, pet up
& machine-ahop near the mill and for some years car-
ried on the business of making them,

The Edgarton Milis were enlarged by extending the
building and the addition of new machinery. These
mills were rua until destroyed by fire, June 15, 1837,
In 1842 Mr. Eli Page purchased the privilege and
erected another paper-mill, renting it Lo one Mones
Carlton as first tenant, but it was soon after rented to
John L. Hollingsworth, who greatly enlarged and
improved it. He manufactured yearly 50,000 reams
of paper. Mr. Hollingsworth wees succesded in 1852
by Btepben Roberts, an old and experienced paper-
miker, who made manilla paper out of old ropes—the
cast-off cordage of vessela-—and dyed it with ochre,
turning out about one ton per day.

When Mr. Roberta reiinquished the bneiness the
old mill wha removed and a new mill built. This was
occupied by John Roberts, 8 son of Stephen. This
aleo waa destroyed by fire, having been occupied but
& short time.

The next manufactory of paper was situated in the
basement of the mill formerly oceupied by Joseph
Edgarton & Co. a5 a cotlon manufactory, and known
a8 the “Old Red Mill,”” which has besn the subject
of a poem by Mrs. Barah C. Edgarton Mayo :

“ PBright In the furegronnd of wood and ki1,
Close Ly the Uaoks of ny netlve rill,
Rumblingaarly ore dawn of light,
Bombliug lats throngh the winter's oight,

Whan al) the alraud the sarth lnwlil,
Tollsts pod groaneth thaold rmd mili"

This was owned by William W, Edgarton, It was
furnished with a steam-dryer and turned out about
four hundred reams of coerse wrapping-paper per
waek.

The fourth paper-mill was commenced in 1837, in
the huoilding erected by the Messm, Rockwoed as a
clothier's miil, on the Bquannacook River, Thebusi-
ness was carried on by several different parties until
1853, when Oliver Howe purchased the property; he
let it to Harrison Hartwell for & fow years, In 1857
Mr. B. F. Bartlett, of Peppersll, became the owner,
and he in turn disposed of it to George W, Mitchell,
Iu December, 1865, Mr. E. H. Sampson becama the
owner. He carried on the manufacture of *leather
board” until April 8, 1879, when the mill was burned.
The tall chimney, which was lefl standing, was in



470

HISTORY OF MIDDLESEX COUNTY, MASSACHUSETTS.

1885 torn down, thus desiroying tho last veslige of the
peper-making industry in that part of the town,

Thia mill was one of the first to manufacture
“leather board” in this counury. Its product was
ope ton of *“leather board ” per week.

The fifth paper-tuill was built in 1868 by Samuel
Hazen, It was locatod near the aite of the Luke
Milla, destroyed by fire in 1866,

Andrew nund Granville Williams were the first oc-
cupants; they were succaded by Stephen Bhepley,
who was largely interested in paper-making.

Mer. Bhepley sold the property to B. B. Binney, who
began the manufacture of paper for paper bagy. Thess
bags were made by machinery, and about 120,000
were made per day.

In 1886 extenaive improvements were made in the
property; about one-half of the old mill was rebuilt
with heavy SBonthern pine and the floor raised, there-

. by gainiog A roomy basement for the intricate lines
of shafiing, water-pullies, steam and water-pipes nec-
essary Lo carry oo the paper-making ; at thesametime
all the old mixing and beating machinery was taken
out and new and larger machines put in, thus greatly
increasing the capacity of the worka. In 1885 Mr,
Binney commenced the manufacture of “Asbes
paper.” Thia paper ia perfectly fire-proofin any tem-
perature. It is used for covering boilers and steam-
pipes, covering the inside of boiler-rooma and any
and everywhere that money and life cadl be saved
from the great destroyer, fire. To show the wonderful
growth of the husiness, the following yearly produc-
tions aregiven :—1883%, 75,000 tha, ; 1886, 106,000 lbs. ;
1887, 262,000 1ba. ; 1888, 435,000 1hs,; 1889, 473,900 Iba,

In 1887 Mr. Binney added auother specinlty, which
is patented, namely, o heavy deading felt which,
though made from very combustible materigl, ia ren-
dered chemieally fire-proof, so that if a piece one-six-
teenth of an inch in thickness be placed overa gas-jet
and blow-pipe for twenty-four hours, a piece of cotton
wool placed on the felt will not be acorched even.

The rapid development of the business necessitated
increaned room and wachioery, so that in 1888 an el}
25 x 50 was ndded to the east aide of the mill and
filled with new and coatly machinery. The following
year it was found npecessary to again enlarge, and
nnother ofl 25 x 60 was added, together with an offica,
At thia same time the old part of the mill was rebuilt
in & substantial meoner, and this and the ell filled
with new machinery,

The present prodection of the mill is 8000 lbs. of
' leather hoards® daily, or GO0 Je. nabestos and G000
Ibs. enrpet-lintng or huilding felt.

A large number of operators are employed in thia
industry, which is one uf the most important in the
town.

The iron induatry also has been carried on in the
town, although nevet in any conasiderable way, The
first record of the working of iron that exists, waa
that of the establishment of a “ forge,” an it was then

known, in the cloeing years of the last ceotury by
Ebenezer Pratt. This atood on the Mulpus Brook,
very uear the location upon which the Wilson earding-
mill was built. Here Mr. Pratt, with the help of hia
three eons, made scythes, but, finding the profits small
for the amount of lalxr expended, the business wase
s00T refinguished,

The Catacunemsaung wae the location upon which
was built the second ““ forge.”” The boilders, Mesars.
John and Benjamin Edgarton, contintied the business
for mbout ten years, when they too abandoned it.

Messre. Pope & Parsons were the proprietors of
the next factory for the maoufacture of farming im-
plements., In 1830 this firm established & mill on the
Catacunemaug for {he manufacture of hay and
manure-forks, anod continued to do a succensful husi-
ness for somba year, employing eome eight or ten men.
They turned out ahout five hnndred dozens of forks—
of superior quality—per annum,

Thia completea the list of manufactarers of farming
jmplements, but not of the iron industry, for the
manufacture of nsils has heen followed to some ex-
tent hy the people of Bhirley. William McIntosh
wan the first to commence the manufacture of cut
naila, in or about the year 1810, a business which he
followed for aeveral years. .

William W, Edgarton and brothers, in 1855, wete
the proprietors of the sacond nail factory; this was
sitaated in the basement of the cotton-mill formeriy
occupied by J. Edgarton & Co,, and known as the
“0ld Red Mill.” They manufactored horse nails, of
which they made abont ooe hundred and fifly pounds
per day. The business was absndoned in 1865,
The * 0id Red Mill” was hurned in Beptember, 1855,
and the business way continned in a new building
erected for Lhe purpose.

The manufacture of carriagea hans aleo been carried
on, One Thomas Hunt eatablished the industry in a
small way in the early part of the present century.
Hin shop was located in what wea known as the SBouth
Village. Later on—in 1716—Joseph Hoor built a
wheelwright shop on the Mulpus, where he carried
on businers for three years, employing three or four
men.. In 1819 he eold the business to Jeeeph Ester-
beook, who, for sixteen ycarm, carried on a successful
business, The huilding was destroyed by fAre in 1821,
but waa quickly rebuilt. In 1835 Andrew Shattuck
became the proprietor. The business was agrin suld
in 1840 to Harvey Woods & Bro. Under thia firm
the huildinge were greatly enlarged and facilities for
carrying on the hueiness very mach improved. Thay,
in turn, were succeeded by Moses Wood, & hrolher,
and lie by Henry Brown and Oliver Wing,

Carriages of all sorta and deacriptions, end in
slmost ail their parts, were manufactored by thess
sevoral firms, and they added the manufacture of har-
neas and certain kinds of upholstery. During tha
Mexican War and during the War of the Rebellion
they manufactured many military haggage-wagor
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and ambulancas, and six hundrod railroad carts were
anuually turned oat for meny yeara. In 1871 the
whole establishment, together with a largeiboard-
ing-house, was totally destroyed by fire. They em-
ployed some thirty workmen. Woodsville received
its name from the Messra. Woods.

Emery Willinme opened a wheelwright-shop in the
Bouth Villagein 18533. This shop was connected with
the Hazen Mills, aod on the same water privilege. He
employed six meo io the manufacture of farm-wagons,
Mr. Williams is the inventor of a washing-machiue.
Boon afler, Mr. William Sawtel commenced the manu-
facture of window-blinds aod =ashes in the same
neigbborhood, carrying on the name for neveral years.

In 1850 a planing and shingle mill was atarted io
the basement of the “Old Red Mill” before referred
te, which was operated about five years, when it was
succeeded by the home-nail induatry,

Leather has been manufactured to some extont in
ihe town. In 1793 Nathan Adams established a tan-
oery on Mulpus Brook. Here he carried on busineas
until 1801, when he mold oui to Stephen Barrett, of
Cencord. Mr. Barrett continued the tanning and
currying of leather uolil his death, in 185G, when the
leather indusiry ceased to be & part of Shirley’s busi-
ness occapation, .

Hoop-skirt-meking has also been carried on in the

town. In 1861 George Sanderson commenced to
manufacture hoop-skirta, employing some fifteen ope-
ratives, who turned out weekly about mavoniy dozens
of skirts.
. The Bhakers in this town have slwaya heen an in-
dustrious people, and have manufactured many differ-
eul articles, and such ia the quality of the work done,
that they hava established s reputation for excellence
to be desired by all manufacturers. Among the
many different articles thet they have menufactured
may he mentioned agricultural implements, wooden-
ware, hair sieves, brooms, grass bonoets, husk mats,
feather fans, and fancy articles of various kinds.
They aleo cnre herhs, make a kind of apple-nauce,
calied “Shaker Apple-Sauce,” make tomato preserve,
and various articlea of s similar nature, all of which
find 8 ready sale.

There is another industry deserving of meation,
that was for some years carried on hy the femsle por-
tion of the town, aod that ia the braiding of paim-
leal’ hata. For years, nearly every family had one or
niore of ita members engaged in this industry, and,
in fuct, so profitable was Lhis occupation at ons time,
that whole families were enabled to earo comfurtable
livelilivods. In 1837 something over seventy thousand
of the hats were manufactured, and were valued at
about $12 500,

For some years a condeneed. milk factory was car-
ried on in one of the buildings connected with the
Dawson Mill property. From time to time other in-
dustries have heen alaried, but after a hrief exislence
have been discoutinued.

, One of the most important industries in the town
in the manufacturs of suspenders, suspender-webbing
and elastic goods, by Charles A. Edgarton & Son.
Thin firm commenced business some time in the year
1870, under the firm-naeme of Charles A. Edgarton &
Co. They fimt devoted their attention to the maou-
facturs of tape, bindings, bed-lace, etc., using the in-
genious machinery then receutly potlented. They
occupied the mill known as the Dawson Mill, which
wasa located on the site of the Fort Pond Cotton Man-
ufactory, Afer remaining bere for some time they
removed the business, in 1873, to the mili lower down
on the Catacunemaug, known aa the Munson Mill,
The manufacture of suspender-webbing and eiastic
goods was then added to the regular line of business,
and such was the success of the new undertaking that
eventually it became the principal line manufactured,
In 1878, the company, seeing the desirability of mak-
ing a better line of goods, put in new and improved
machinery, thersby enabling them not only to manu-
facture a greatly superior quality of goods, but to so
enlarge the business that it soon became evident that
enlarged quarters, as well as new machinery, were re-
quired. Accordingly, in 1881, the company, mow
changed to C. A, Edgarton & Son, by the admission
of Charles Frederick Edgarton, built a new factory
juat below the Muneson Mili, on the hanks of tha same
stream. This structure was of wood, twenty-eight
foet wide by eighty feet long, and two atoriea in height,
independent of the basement. This they fitted up
with new and improved machinery, using steamn na
the motive-power for the same. Bince occupying
their new factory the frm have manufictured sus-
penders exclusively, beginning with the material,
cotton, silk and rubber, in a raw state, andl making
therefrom the elastic webs which they uee in the
manufacture of a full line of men and boys’ suspend-
ore of all grades and qualities, from the cheapest to
the Goest hand-embroidered holiday goods. The fac-
tory runs 119 looms and 276 shuttles, and turns out
sbout 2500 dozens of finished suapenders of the va-
rious gradea per week. To menulactaure thess goods
they employ 100 operatives, both male and female,
who are moetly residents of the town. The firm has
two offices, ooe at the factory and the other in New
York, The products of this company, which stands
second in the amount produced in the countty, rmong
the manufacturers who are exclusive makers of sus-
penders, are well known throughout the country,
being sold in nearly every State of the Union; and
such has been the demand for their goods in the last
few years that they require additional- room, and
arrangements are being made for a large addition to
their present factory, whereby their facilities will be
grently increased and they he abie to meet more
smply the requirements of their growiog Lrade. +

BouooLs.—While Shirley was a purt of Groton
township there were no schools wilhin ita hounds.
The financial condition uf the town was such that
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it wonld not allow of the establishment of schools in
the remote section, or angles as they were called in
those days, and therefore the children were either
obliged to travel many weary miles to the centre of
the town or go without Jearning.

But home ipstruction was not neglected by our
forefathers, and though for years the early settlers
waere without schools, yet there were fow who could
not read, write, and cast up common accounta. For
the firat fonr years of ita existence as a distinet cor-
poration the town was without schools.

The first record of a school being held in town wes
in May, 1757, the towa voting “ to have a school for
three months, and to have it commence in Angust or
Beptember,” This achool was held in a private
house, & single room in the dwelling-house of Jonas
Loogley being used. This house was located in the
Centre, on the estate now koown ms the Augustus
Holden farm.

8chools continued to be held from time to time in
varioua places until the Revolutionary period,
when they were suspended owing to the embarrassed
condition of the finances of the town. The sessions
weore renewed soon after the peace war declared, and
were entered into with a renewed inlereet, the facili-
ties of learning were increased and once more all
were given an opportunity to acquire learning.

The firat achoo! bnilding was erected at the * Cen-
tre” on the land of and near the residence of the lale
Rev. Both Chandler. It waa, like all school-honses
of that time, a emall and uspretentious edifice of
omne story, “ about twenty feet square,” single boarded
with rough boards, without inside ceiling, but wus
furniehed with & cellar, to which access was gained
hy a trap-door in the centre of the room. In one
corner of the apartment stood a huge fre-place,
huilt of rough stones, and surmountad by & chimney
of the same material, The ronm was furnished with
a fow seats made of rough planke, and with writing
henches made of boards over which a plans never
passed. To facilitato the means of supporting a
echool for a few weeks aach year, it was customary to
rent the huildiug to the pedagogue or school-marm
an & tenement, in part payment for his or her service
in “ teaching the young ideas how to shoot.”

This school was taught by one Dame Nulting, Of
her, Rev. Seth Chandler,in his “ Historyof Bhirley,”
writea: “Buch was the ohesity of this female official,
that she might have stood beside Falstall himself
without losing aught hy the comparleon. To supply,
therefore, the defect of an unwieldy person ahe kept
herzelf provided with a stick—aome five or mix feet
long—with which she reduced her urchin crew to m
state of subjection while seated in her chair-throne,
from which she seldom moved.”

Hand-bella and gongs had not then heen invented
and this worthy dame summoned her pupiis from re-
cess by a vigorous beating of the outeide of the build-
ing wilth the etick. She used to keep order in the

school, and the summons was uscally obeyed, for the
present ideas in regerd to corporal ponishment had
not then been entertained.

For a few yeara this building was large enough to
sccommodate all the scholars desiring to attend
school ; but soon it was found necessary to provide
sdditional facilities, and accordingly the town was
divided into three districts,—the North, the Centre
and the South. The Centre occupied the school-
house already built and the other districts were
obliged to hold their schools in private bousss, The
school in the North District was held in the house
known as the Reuben Hartwell place, near the pres-
ent North School-house, while the Southern District
held theirs in differest houses, as circumstances al-
lowed. School huildinge ware erected in each of these
districte before the close of the century, the huilding
haing of a character such as the times would permit.

The present North School occupies Lhe site of Lhe
Arat building erecled in that district. The huilding
was subjected to alterations two or three timea, and
in 1844 wes removed and the present building
erected. The old bLuilding was afterwarde used as a
blacksmith shop,

The Centre Beliool-house was located on the Com-
mon, quite uear the present location of the First Par-
ish Church. The school-house in the South District
was located upon the npposite side of the road from
John Park’s houss. Later on it was converted into a
dwelling-house. Later on the town waa re-divided,
it being thought necessary to have aix districts, and
these were named as follows: Middle, S8cuth-Middie,
Sdouth, North, East and Southesat.

Buildings for school purposes were erected hy each
of these diatricts and they were located on oc very
near the sites of tha present structures.

There was 8180 a Seventh Diatrict, or tne Shaker
School ; thin was loeated among the Shakers, who far-
nished the room, which waa fitted up with their ac-
customed neatness.

Up to the year 1843 it had been the custom of
the several districts to furnish at their own ex-
pensa the school buildings for the use of the achof-
ars within the limits; but ae many of the districta
were emall and the nnmber of children fow, the build-
inge erected were of & cheap character and not sait-
able fov the purpose iotended, s¢ that in the year
mentioned the town voled to “assnme the buildings
at & falr approisement,” and loter they were all re-
huiit and in soms inatances the huildings were for
the times quite expensive atructures.

At the time the town hecame the owner of the
school buildings, they were all nambared to comply
with & law of the Commonwesith, and some of them
coptinue to be so designated at this time.

In 1846 District No. 8 was divided, thus forming
what is now known as No. 8, The present school
buildings, with the exception of those in Districta
No. 4, No. 6 aud No. 8, have been huilt since 1855,
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The new buildihgs were all constructed on & new
and improved plan, and furnished with patent desks,
and were well adapted to meet the requirements of
the achools; but while they are large enough to ac-
commodate all the pupils of the present day, they
yet lack many of the appliances needful for the more
modern system of teaching. All these buildings,
with one exception, arg single-story structures ajd
built of hrick. The grammar-school, which is situ-
ated in Bhirley Village, is & two-story structure also
of brick, and contains two rooms, one of which-—the
upper—is occupied by the grammar-school, and the
other by the primary. This school-house bas been
lately much improved by the addition of a furnace
for heating purposes and various other repairs.

This town, although a emall one, hes, within the
last quarter of m century, expended nearly twenty-
five thousand dollars on its sachool-houses, and greatly
inereased the sppropriations for the support of the
schools, while the numher attending the schools hew
not materially increased. The annual cost of the
schools at the present time is about three thousand
dollars, ,

For several years the schools were in session for a
period of twenty-four weeke during each year, and
later on this was increased to thirty weeks, divided
into three terms of len weeks each. The terms of
the achools have, from time to time, been leogthened
hy private subscriplion, and for & few yearn A select
school waa held for three months in the fall of the
year in the hassment of the town-hall, which was
well ndapted for the purpose, being large and well
ventilated, In 1853 thia school was provided with
an apparatus for illusirating physieal science, fur-
nished by the subscriptions of several of the liberal
citizena,

At the present time the school year is divided into
threo terms of three months each.

Under the present administration of the schools
thera are but five of the school huildings in use for
school purposes,—the Centre or No, 1, the Grammar
or No. 8, the East or No. b, the North or No. 6, and
the Jotermediate or No, 7. The average number al-
tending school i from 250 to 270, of all ages from
five to aixteen.

Ag in sll country towns, these pupild’ are scatlered
over a wide range of territory, and in years past it
has not heen possible to grade most of the schools as
well and carefully e was desired. The village
schools, three in number,—the grammer, inlarme-
diate and primary,—situated as they are in that part
of the town the moat thickly settled, are for this rea-
son more carefully graded than the other schools of
the town. These schools, for the last two years, have
heen under the charge of teachers who are graduates
of the Normal Behools,

Normel graduates are employed in the other schools
in the town with one exceplion. The advancement
in the seversl schools hy reason of this change has
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been very satisfuctory, and the work accomplished
by the intrnduction and working out by these normal
graduates of new methods and advanced ideas has
been all that could be ressonably expected, showing
conclurively the wisdom of the change and the desi-
rability of obtaining for the schools the hest poasible
aids to education.

Under this present system of teaching, music hae
been introduced into the schools in & sma!l way, and
it ie the intention of the Bchool Committes to more
thoroughly introduce it in the near future.

In the fall of 1889 the Shaker Bchool, so called,
was discontinued. The committes, alter carefully
considering the question, decided that insomuch aa
the Shaker fraternity were unwilling to either send
their childeen to the village schools for imstruction
or to admit of any number of pupils from oulaide
their families attending—the commi ttee, owing to the
crowded condition of some of the other achools, desi-
ring to aend & number of scholars there—they counld
not rightfully contivue the school. It was held hy
many that the gchool was sectarian, and therefore,
under the existing law of the Commonweslth, couid
not be supported by the town,

The town has been the recipient of two bequesia
for the benefit of the achools, the first of which wana
from the Hon, Leonard M. Parker, a native of the
town and & man prominent in the eflairs of the
Siate.

In 1856, at & town-meeting convened Augunt 4th, the
town voted to accept his haquest, which the following
axtract from his will will explain: “T give and be-
queath tothe inhabitanlaof the town of Bhirley, afore-
said, the sum of four thousand dollarm, to constitute s
fund for the endowment and support of & high school
for the henefit of all the youth of the town," thesame
to be placed under the superintendencé and direction
of & hoard of six trustees named in tho wiil, this
hoard to consist of fve, when reduced to that number
by death or otherwise; arrengement was also made
wherehy the vecancies occurring on this board from
time to time should he filled.

This fund was, according to the implied request of
the donor, placed in the hands of Dr, James O. Parker,
88 traasnrer, by the trusteea of the fund. Dr. Parker
antered upon the discharge of hin duties July 12, 1856,
and cootinued in the office until 1872, when his name
wak dropped on account of the aroused suspicione oo
the part of the town and the trustees of the fund, and
Rev. Seth Chandler was appointed in his place.

The fund atthistime amounted to $8151.62. Of this
sum Dr. Parker paid over to hie successor, in the office
of treasurer, at the beginning of the fincal year, Juone
80, 1878, the sum of $3654.67, leaving in his hands a
balance of $4496.85, which sum he repeatedly prom-
ised to pay, but Lie promises wera mnever fulfilled,
Frequent demands were made hy the treasurer of the
fund upen hiim, but to no purpose, and at’length the
town eppointed a committes to collect from the ex-
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treasurer the sum due the fund, then awmounting to
over $7500,—afer a tedious litigution it wue decided
that, owing to the poverty of the defaulting treasurer,
the amount could not ba recovered.

The fund remaining in the bands of the trustees
after paving the costs of litigalion was found to be so
small that little could be done towarda carrying out
the plans of the donor; accordingly a compromine was
proposed betwesn the town and the residuary legatees
of the eatate of Hon. L. M. Parker, “ by which the re-
muinder of the funds might ba used for any legitimate
town purposes,” but by reason of the disagreement of
counsel the casa is atill before the court in an unset-
tled condition, The emount of the fund &t the pres-
ent time, 1890, is about $5000,

The second of these Jegacies was that of Mrs. Sarah
P. Longley, who died in 188%. Both Mirs. Longley
and her husband, the late Inrael Longley, were greatly
interested in the public schools in the village, and the
fund created by her will be a Atting monument of her
generosity, and the names of Mr. and Mrs, Longley
will long be kindly cherished hy the grateful scholars
of the village school,

Tho following is an extract of her will; “I give
apd bequeath to the town of Shirley the sum of six
thousand dollars {n trust to keep the same invested in
anfe securitiea, and I order, will and direct that the
said town shall pay the income or interest of four
thouaznd dollars towards the support of the union or

. high achool, and the income or intorest of two thou-
sand dollara towards the support of the primary and
intermediate schools, all of which schools are now
situated in Bhirley village. The principsl, six thou-
satid ($6000), to be invested by itself and ulled the
* Inrael Longley 8chool Fund,'”

Thue the town has two funde aggregating some
twelve Lthousand dollars, the income of which shall be
A laxt benefit to the schools, and the funds will stand
a4 lasting monpnmenta of the generosity and public
spiritedness of the donors,

In 1842 five out of the seven school districts availed
themselves &f tho State appropristion offered in that
year—on condition that as much more should he
added by a town tax or private subscription, and pre-
cured the “ 3chool Library,” published under the di-
rection and ‘superintendence of the Massachusetis
DBoard of Education. _

These libraries are now a thing of the pnst, they
having heen so much neglected by the people that
their existence, if in fact they do now exist, is no
doubt forgotten.

The number of peraons from this town who have
received a college education is amall, owing, doubtless,
to the limited population, the pecuniary inahility of
parents to give their sons a public education, and the
general incliuation of the young mem to engage in
mechanical pureuite, Among the nomber may be men-
tioned General Daniel Parker, a praduante of Dart-

-mouth, class of 1801, He was a clasamate nf Dapiel

Webster, He for years was judge advocate of the
Third Division of Mussachuseit smilitia—alerwards
he waa appointed by President Madison adjutant and
inspector-general of the army with the rank of briga-
dier-general. He died in 1845,

Leonard M. Parker, s brother of Danisl, was alac a
graduate of Dortmouth in the class of 1808, In 1812
he was appointed army judge advocate. In 1818 be
was elected to the Houss of Ilepresentatives from
Charlestown, where, on his admission to the bar in
1811, he began the practice of his profession. Boon
after he was choeen to the Benate, and continued to be
elocted to either the SBenate or House until 1830, when
he was appointed naval officer for the port of Boston
end Charlestown, After theexpiration of his term ha
removed back to Bhirley and he was {mmediately ro-
turned to the House, and until 1850 waa sctively en-
gaged in both branches of the State government.

Mr. Parker was active in town affairs, serving both
on the Board of Selectmen and Bchool Committee,

He was active, too, in church work, heing a member
of the Firat Parish Society.

While in the State Benate in 1826-27, he wasa
leader in the struggle which resulled in making
Warren Bridgs a free bridge and opening “a fres
pasaage from Boaton to the country,”—a wost impaort-
ant and warmly cootested movement, And when in
the carly hiatory of the aotl slavery agitalion, in
1837, the national House of Rlepresentatives adopted
the resolution overthrowing the right of petition upon
the subject of slavery, in the hattle against which
John Quincy Adams, then a member of that House,
bore so prominent and noble a part, Mr. Parker, as
chairman of the committee to which a memorial upon
the matler was referred in the Biate Legislature,
prepared and reported e series of resolutions, of which
the following are a part:

Y Rescloml, That Congress doed pomess the oconatiiotlonal powor
abollill slarery within the Dstrict of Columide.

+* Begolpad, That the foundstion principles of our political LostltaHons,
the Lonor of our country, wad the peace of all, demand the solewnn coa-
alilprution by Cungres of the wlelom sod effecis of exorclalog the power
aforeenid.

“ Reaclead, That the right of petitlon, snd free dlscumlon in regard
sl! matters whthin ths consututional powers of Congrem, cnght 1o be
beld sacrel ; wod any sttempt o Lopalr or sbridge it should Lo ot with
devotad Ormnesw,'’

This, 30 furus we have bean ahle to learn, was the
firat report of reaclutions in any form to the Legisle-
ture, or to any Legislature in the country, * asscrting
the right of Congreaa to abolish slavery in the Dis-
trict of Columbia, and making upon that body a
solemn demand to consider the wisdom and the
elfects of the exercise of that power.”

One other name is worlthy of mention here, though
nut & college graduate—Oliver Hollen, He was born
in Shirley, Septemher 18, 1765. Trained to the trade
of a carpenter, his musical gifts led Lim in time from
that employment to that of a teacher and composer of
music. He was tho suthor and compiler of several
musical works which hiad large sule and became widely
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popular. But* whatmost distinguished him, and that
for which he will be the longest known and remera-
bered is the composition of that divine tune * Corona-
tion.”

PusLic LiBgirY.—The firet library of a public
character of which we have record was known as the
" Bocial Library.” It was established about 1790 by
the associsted effurt of a few prominent families,
under tbe lead of Lthe firet miniater of the town, Rev.
Phinehas Whitney, 1t numbered somewhat over one
hundred volumes at the beginning, and waa increased
‘from year to yesr by such additions as circumstances
would permit, Wae are told thst ¥ ot & work of fic-
tion was on its shelves,—oothing of an ephemeral
character,—but standard history, geography and
natursl science.” It was esteemed a valusbie collec-
tion at the time, but passed from service with the
generation with which it atarted.

In 1839 another movement for a library was made

by a fow ladies of the Fimst Congregatiounal Society.
An sssociation was formed for its maintenance, and
it wan supported by s membership fee, initiatory and
snnoal, It pumbers about seven hundred volumes.
. Daring the paatorats of Rev, Mr. Norcross, of Lhe
Orthodox Church, at his suggestion and by his aid, a
reading circle was formed. Books for reading were
purchesed as members desired, and passed from one
to another on & pystem of mutual ownership and ex-
change. Somewhat more than one hundred volumes
were gathered in this way, and in 1884 they ware
offered to the town on certain specified conditions, to
be made the basis or beginning of a Public Lihrary,
The town consented to the conditions nnd accepted
tbe offer, and elected a board of trustees. It also
made an appropriation for the purchase of new hookn,
and continues this practice annually. The appropri-
ation for the present year is three hundred dollars,
The (rustees perform the duties of librarian, and
reuder ail service free. The library now contains
about eleven hundred volumes, and arrangements are
in progresa for the opening of & reading-room in con-
neclion with it. .

E¢cLEstaeTICAL Hisrony,—At the time the dis-
trict was orgapized, the nesrest place of public wor
ship was in the parent town, Groton, a distance of
from three to nine miles. The roads were but rough
pathways through the woods, and the only passage
across the river wan by a narrow foot-bridge, or by
fording. Tbe travel was on foot or horse-back, and
yet, with this distance and its difficulties, those who
were io health and able to make the journey were
seidom wbaent from church. The need of religions
privileges at a nearer and more convenient point was
deeply feit, and was one of the reasons for the sep-
aration and incorporation of the district, and an
early movement was made to secure the same, Ata
legel meeting held six months afier its organization,
the second article in the warrant was: * To aee if
the town will hire mny preaching this spriog.”

" Passed in the negative " is the record of the action
at this tine. But soon another effort was made, and
with better success. * At a legal megting begun and
beld at the house of Mr. Jonsthen Gould, in ad dis-
trict of Bhirley, it was voted to raise Ten Pound,
lawful money, to hire preaching.” This was in the
firat year of the district’s incorporation. In the
same year steps were taken toward building & house
of worehlp. A mesting waa held October 24th at the
house of Robert Heory, and adjourned Lthence to the
spot which had been rolecied for the meeting-house.
A nlight change was determined in the location and
recorded a8 follows: * Voted to move the meeting-
house place from where the committee atated it, about
thirty poles west to a while onk tree and heap of
stones.” * Voted that William Bimonds, Jerahmeal
Powers and Hamuel Walker be & committes to move
the meeting-house,” By which was meant, make the
change io location and move such materinl aa had
been brought to tha place. The people were invited
to labor on the house and grounds, and were to be al-
lowed “ four ghillings & dey for a man, and one shil-
ling a day for a pair of oxen.” In November the
site was prepared and the frame erected. “Itstood
pearly opposite the location of the present Cenire
Bchool-house.”” The covering, laying the floora and
finishing proceeded slowly. On December 26th the
district voted “ to raise £16, to provide building ma-
terials.” Thehouse was compieted late in Lhe foilow-
Ing apring, or in ihe early summer, and was n yough
structure, ceiled oo the outaide and without pews or
seals, These, however, were furnighed within a few
years, the first being built by the town et the right of
the pulpit for the minister's family, and the custom
adopted of seating the houge according to the digunity -
of the people, the largest tax-payer being considered
firat, the men aitting at the right of the broad aisle,
and their wives having the same poaition on the left.
At a meeting held a few weeks before its comple- -

tivo, it was “ voled to hire three monihe’ preaching.”
And, oo November 2%h, it was * voted tc have six
weeks' preaching thia winter.”” The expenss of
maintaining religious services appeara to have borne
heavily., and during the following year, 1746, we have
no sccount of any being held. But at the meeting
of the Colonial Legislature in Beptember, a petition
was presented, which roads as follows :

U Province of the Momackesily Doy,

“To M Ilonour Spencer Plhips, Emsq., Lisutesmnt-Oovernor and
Commnnder-io-chiel of m¥ Provines; to \ho Honorble, Ife Majoriy’s
Councl] and Howss of Repr Ures, o G 1 Court Lisd nt
Boston, Beptetabar 24, 1768,

“ Tha prtition of Jolin Whitney, Jamos Patterson wnd Jonas Longley,
B H duby nppolated by the Distriet of Bhirley, homibly shewelil,
that the sald District ia sniwll, and wnny of then poot; but the great
disiances they lived from the Pulllc Mestlog-House 1o Groton, alillged
them to gwt o from sakt Lown, In spder W recalve privileges smoug
themmires ; altho' wa have besn sk of more than 1hireo years, we have
not Lean alds to setilo & minkster, tho' wa hare built & smoall Honse for
the publick worship of God, and have hired preacblng part af the time
soce we were set ¢ff; and sa it L, that Lhers la now alwnt cne-third of
our Butable Pulls are ollsled lo Lis Majeaty's Secclor; Lut we belog




deslrvus to setife & Miolster mmong curslvss (but thiok onrmlves not
sble without some further assiatance Lhan to rela our Eaistat, and what
Fulle webave), apd Hiors Leling severn] 1! 1 Acres of proved
Lands lylug within our District, which fo juade mnch in yalus for
aar Emprovemenis; o that wa humbly pray your Losoor aod Henours,
to epalifs the mid District of Shirloy to amess 1l tbe unlmprored Lands
1ylng within maid Distskct, for thras years next comdng, st two Pauca
per Acre, 1o snable ne in sslttiog of & Miolster, and othor Docemmcy
charge 10 salit Dlsiricl ; aud 10 seeess and collect the mmes So such way
sl ruanoor as yoor llobours shull ses meet; a8 in duty bonnd sball
ever pray.

“ Janxs Parracson,
# Jouw WaITREY."

Upon thie petition the following order waa issued :

“In t Howts of Beprosentatiom, Sept 29, 1763,

“ Raad and orderwd, thei (e Potlticners ssrve the Mon-regdent and
olbar Yropristors of ths uwolmwproved Lauwds in the District of Bhirlay
with thiu Detlifon, Ly insening the subatapcs thereof §n one of the
publick Pelute three weehs succmmivaly, that {1y show cuase (IF woy
they have), on 1he second Friday of Lhe next miting of ihia Court, why
the prayer shouhd Dot be graoted

! Bent up for CONCUITALCE.
“T. Hyphu kD, Speaker,

“In Oouncl), Bept 24, 1788, Tead and concur'd.
“THodan CLAanER, Dup. Su'y.
“ Copy sxnmined, Por Tiomas CLiRER, Dyp. Seo'y.”

Thie was printed in the Boston Gazefte or Country
Journal October 6, 1755.

Boon after the complelion of the meeting-honse it
was decided Lo have a setiled mintstry, and a com-
miiiee wse appointed Lo attend to the matler and to
seek advice of neighboring ministers in the diecharge
of this duty. A day of fasting and prayer waa ap-
pointed and observed—June 18, 1755—"“that they
might bave divine guidance in a matter of such great
moment.”

In Febroary of the following year an invitation was
extended to Mr, Goodhue, from Hollis, N. H., who
had been supplying the pulpit for some eix or seven
months. He accepted, on condition * ihat & mile of
territory from the town of Lunenhurg could be an-
nexed to Shirley,” This territory would give a more
regular form to the town and assist its inlerests, and was,
therefore, desired by it. A petition for it wassent to the
“QGreat and General Court,” at Boston, but was not
granied, and Mr. Qoodhuae was not settled. Another
invitation was given to him two years later, but de-
clined.

After mevera]l dirappointments, @ unanimous invi-
tation was given to Rev, Phinehas Whitney, of Wes-
ton, February 25, 1762, and accepted. It was “voted
Lo give Mr. Whitney £133 Ga. 84. as a settlement, and
that one-balf be paid in three months, and the reai-
due within the year. And voted to give £53 13+, 4d.
an & salary, to be raised to £60 when the diatrict shall
have seventy-five families, and Lo £66 13s. 4d. when
there shall be eighty-five familics, with the addition
of twenty cords of wood annually to be carried to his
door.” Land owned hy the district was deeded to Mr.
Whitney in part paymentof the sum voted to himana
settiement, and on this he built his home. His letter
of acceptance bears dale April, 1762, and his ordina-
tion took place in June, The church was organized
by the council previous to the ordioation, and a cov-
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enant adopted and subscribed by the pastor-elect and
twelve brethren, No names of women appear.
The covenant reads ae follows :

‘' We whost names are b k v b, bsing lobabit of Lthe
Diatrict of Shirley, Naw England, knowlog thal we are very pronas to of~
fend and provoks the Mot 11igh God, both [o bsart and life, throogh the
provalonca of win thai dwellelh wilhio o, snd manifold tem phations froem
without na, for which wa have great reason to be uafelgoed'y humbla
Lefors him from day to day ;—do inthe pame of our Lord Jemna Christ,
with depandencs npos tbe graclons ambeenoe of His Hely 8pirt, mil-
samonly snter jutn covenant with God and with ons another scoarding to
Uod, ut follows:

" Imprimis, That, baviog chosen aod inken the Lond Johowah to be
our Jod, we will fear Lim, clsaye o hlm Ea loys, and serve him in trath,
with all our hearta, glviog up ourselres to blm 1o be hls people ; in all
thinge to be wi hls dlrection sod soversign dispom] ; thet we may bavs -
ond hold communlon with him my members of Christ’s mystieal body, so-
cording to his ruvealed will, unto cur Hves' enda.

“9 Wenlo bind oursslves to briug vp our children nod svrvanis In
the knowlelges snd fear of God, by Loly instrurtions, scoording t our
bl atdlities ; and §n mpacial by tha usy of Orthodox calochiem, that tha
true rellgion may Ls malotalned §b oar fumlljes whily we llve: yoi, and
smong such asshall live when wu are dead and gone,

3 Apd we further promiss to kesp close to the truth of Chrim, snd
drawilng with Hrely afecuon toward It in our hearts, to defend Lt agniuel
all oppomis thersef, s God ahial] call us ok any Ume thereunto ; which
that we may do wa rmclva to nm the holy seripiures as onr platform,
wlieraby we may dlscern the mind of Clhrist, wpd oot tie new fuosd fn-
veatlops of men.

Y4, Wealso sugagy curmlves to hove & careful inspection over cur
own hearty, ¥iz,, 80 a4 W sndsaror, by the virtue of the daath of Chrlat,
the morlificatlon of all our sinfu! pussiona, worldly framos and disce
derly affectiona, whersLy we nuny be withdrawn from the Llving Ood.

HE, We moteovsr oblige ourmlves (Ib the falthfu] jmprovamant of
cur ablllty and opporiunity } w worship God socording to ali the panic-
vlar jostiutons of Chrid for hla church, under Gospsl admiakirationd,
as to glve Tevorent siteutlon wnto the word of Qod, to pray upto him,
to sing bl praless, a0d Lo hold communian each with othom, En ihe om
of Loth of the meale of the coveunnt, namely Baptlsm and tbe Lord's
Bupper.

“8. Wa likswim promlm that we will peaceably smbrolt 1w the boly dhe
cipllos appoioted Ly Chriad 1o his cl b, for offendars; obwying ( d
ing tr the will of God) thase that have the rule over of In the Lard,

7. Wedlso Wnd oursalves to walk in lova, one Lowardy adother, an-
deavoriog aur mutuosl sdificstlon, vidung, exhortlog, comforilag, ns
occasion serveth, and warnlog any brothar or slster which oSendeth, nod
dirniging privaty ofenss, (rreguiarly, bot headfolly fallawing the sey-
sl precapts for church desling (Matthew xvill. 16 and 17), whillngly
forglring all that do manlfem, untn e Jodgment of charlty, that they
traly repent of thelr miscarriagea

48, Moreorar we farther agres and covenant that we will bave rallng
oldetn and deacons, and when any differsnces by ariee bebwesn any
members &f the chareh, theo sy shall be tried and admonolshed by the
puator, rullog eiders and deasons; if elther party be dlmmilsfie? with
thalr determination, Uisn thery may be an appsl to the chorch ot
large ; and If slther party be dlemllsflod with the dalermioallon of the
charch, then there may te an appanl to an ecrlmglastica]l coondl as
conding to the comom of Congregatlonallam

“Now the Jod of peace thal brought sgein from the desd onr Lord
Jesus Chirlad, that Qreat Shaplard of the sheep, through the hicod of the
sveriasting covenant, make us perfoct io every good work to do hie will,
working In 1 that which was wall plessing i his sight, through Jwsua

Chirisd, to whiom ba glory forever and ever, AmManb.
 Phineay Whitoay, bls
Joho Longlay, John ¥ Pattarmn,
Charlas Richards, roark,
Richard Hartioginn,  Jobalhan Mows,
"Jonsa Langler, Jonas Blearas,
Brephen Holden, Francls Harria,

Bamauel Walker,
by
Danlal x Tagu,
mark,

Hesekiah Bawtall™

Children whoee parenta were not church members
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were permitted to receive the seal of baptiam by the
parents owniog lhe following

“ Coormaul

“Youn do now,in the presence of God and bls people, own the cove-
nant tote which you were estered and glven vp to God In bapllsm, and
take upon yourself the obligaton your bepilen uid you uoder, You de
now humbly brg of God remlmlon of all your Mns, both actusl and
original, and with all your heart you davire to wevepl of Jewus Chiclst sa
Your onky Sarior, na he s offered to poor Mponers in the Goepsl ; and
you do wuw soleminly prooibe, to the berl of yoor power and an Jod
wali eonlle yoo, that you wiil forsele the yanities of the wurld, aod in
ull rmpecis liva ne those with the prest Ood and bis peopls ; and you do
now partlcularly promiar, ss Ged shall soabls you, to ouls it your
pruyer and ebdeavor that Fou Disy be prepared aright to attand to the
ordi apd | of Chriet, apd meet him whoro bis demth in
showed forth 4 anid you Lkewkss prowless to submit [ to We watch
and ﬁtn:!pllne of ihe Church of Chrhl., aod sirive $hat your babarior be
approved by God snd oian.*

The Confession of Faith adopted was the following:
‘1. You beHasre in ons Ood, In three persons (or charwcters), Father,

Bon and Holy Qhyost.
"2 Yoo Leliers the sucred Beriptoresars Lhe word ol‘l‘.lod ssdap

Wallis Little, Esq., to be hung in the tower, The
same custpm wan observed in seating the people as in
the former houss. While the house was building, a
gift of an elegant folio Bible (London edition) for the
use of the pulpit was made by Madam Hancock, the
wife of the fimt Qovernor under the Btate Conatitu-
tion, John Hascock, This Bible is still in use in the
pulpit of the Fimt Parish, A letter of acknowledg-
ment was sent the donor by order of the district. It
reads as follows:

“Mapax :—The iohabitanls of Bhirley, balog ihis dsy smsembled at
tbe publlo meeting houss, taka this fAred opportunlty (¢ return their do-
oero theoke Lo you for your lavw genermlty io giving them & vory hund-
wms folio Dible, o be resd (o publio every Lord's day. They are ron-
aiblo thud the ronding of the Beriptures o publle la very commendaile,
nod hope 1t witl be resily servlceabis W thew ; aud et e same tlme
assurs you that they Laye n grateful sonse of your genstualty and platy
o promoting such & Inwlable p They slncarely wish you {nny}
Ulva and conifoue to difuse your kiodnem to the oesdy—ihat you tmay
enjoy bappluas here, aod 10 the futare world bo recelived Lo reap e

rle of falth apd practics.

5. You tallvve that man ks n fallen cresture, and cannot be jostl Bed
by the deeds of thealaw,

"4, You bolisve that Jesw Christ s the Bon of God and Bariorof men
and that God will besiow salvation on sll thom wha will repent and be-
lleve i hiw name, nnd five acconllng Lo the precepts of his Goupal

t*5, Tou bellsye in & resurreciion of the ldy and o future state of

e, Y::dlntbvo that laplem b a0 Inslituilon of Christ's, and I.ho
Lord's supper Ly & Bacrument by which his chburch should
hin dying love; to which clurch yoq ballsve It your doiy Lo Join
yourself.*

In the spame year with the settlement of Mr. Whit-
pey and the organization of the church, repaira were
made on the meating-houre. AL a meeting of the
district & commiites was chosen, and it was* voied Lo
leave it to the committee Lo repair the meeting-house
as they shall think proper; that they shall put a new
window in the ministerial pew, and that a3 much fight
be given fo the pulpil as possible.” On Oct 24, 1763,
it was “Voted that each seat in the megting-house
shall go out on the Sabbath days according Lo their
dignity.” As was the common practice of the time,
the meeting-house was used for town and military
meetings, as well as publio worship.

With the increase of population this honse became
in a fow years too mmall for their accommodation, A
new house was accordingly determined upon, and to
enconrage the work the pastor gave,* £10 lawful
money for the carrying on of the meeting-houne.”
Land adjoining the four screagiven by the proprietora
of Oroton for & burying-place and trainiog-field whs
bought for the purpose. At a district meeting, May
21, 1771, “ Voted that ithe new meeting-house be
filty feet in length, and forty feet in breadth, and that
it be raised as soon am June of pext year.” The
house was completed in the autumn of 1778 and was
opened for use for the first time on the anpual
Thanksgiving Day, Nov. 25th. The shingles on the
north roof of thia house were in service eighty-three
years, and when removed showed but little decay.
The house was enlarged by adding three porches and
a tower in 1804, end a bell was given the town hy

J of your ive charlly, In the kingdom of heaven.

“ Joun Lowaray, Diel Clark
*Ghirley, December 28, 1TTL"

An interesting episods in the ministry of Mr. Whit-
ney occurred during the Revolutionary War. The
people found great diflculty in paying his salary
when due. Mr. Whitney found it equally difficuit to
provide the necessaries of life with the greatly dimin-
ished purcbasing power of his salary, This obliged
him to ask for a measure of relief, or dismission.
Uawilling to grant him a dismission, they decided fo
raise & special appropriation of £133 6s. 44, But
such wan the depreciation of paper morey that the
purchasing power of this was only £86 124. 4d., an

‘amount eotirely inadequate, of which he informed

them, A commities was then sppointed Lo consider
and adjust the matier, This committes roported June
21,1779, “That we find Mr. Whitney is demirous of
doing no businesa for his pupport that in 8ny messure
inlerfgree with his miniaterial work. This committee
are of opinion that his present salary is entirely in-
sofficient for his support; they are therefore of opin-
jon that the district from the 23d day of this insiant
June, duriog the present war with Qresat Britain, pay
his salary of £Gi 13s. 44, anuuaily, according to the
price of Indian corn and Ris, reckoning Indian corn
at £0 2+, 8d. per bushel, and Rie £0 44 per bashel,
snid salary to rine and fall as the price of said grain
risea and falls; also that the price of anid grain be
eatimated by the asseasors annually, when the essess-
ment is made for the payment of salary; the salary
being paid in the foregoing manuer, upon the follow-
ing condilions, Lo which Mr. Whitney (reely conseots,
viz: that there bo a deduction made by (he assessors,
during the wer, from his salary thus paid, of his full
proportion of taxes assessed upon the district accord-
ing to his estale, real and personal.”-

This report was upanitnously accepted and the
thanks of the district voted *to the Rev. Mr, Whit-
ney for his generous and truly palriolic spirit and
dizpoaition in being willing to bear hin equal propor-
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tion of the very extraordinary heavy taxes his people
are laboring under at thie distressing Lime.”

The singing in public worship was congregationsl,
the senivr deacon readiog the psalim or hymn a line
at & time, and the congregation following. In 1786 it
was decided to give this part of the service to the
charge of aselect choir, and the back eeats in the
front gallery were appropriated to their use. This
caused trouble and it was brought before the town at
o regular meeting hy an article in ihe warrant, ‘' To
sce if the town will vote the two hind seata in the
front gallery, to he fitted for the use of the singers,
iostead of the two hind seata on the lower floor.”” A
committes was chosen to confer with the singers snd
arrange the master. They reported “ April y* 18,
1786," **1hat having held = conforence with them, weo
have agreed thet the two hind seats in the front
gallery be made into a proper pew, with a table suit-
abls for.them, or convenient for books, and that they
take the aaid pew for their seats so Jong ns they serve
in singing.”

A committee was appointed April 24, 1787, to pur-
chase a hasa-viol, " for the use of the meeting-house,”
and *“ & chest was made—at the expenme of the pas-
tor —for the rafe-keeping of the viol when not in use.”
This instrument wans in use till 1842, and forty yeamrs
of this time was- played by the same person—David
Livermore.

Mr. Whitney continued in active service for some-
what more than forty years, when he was stricken with
paralysis. Incapacitated for the performance of hie
public duties, he generously offered to relinquish one-
half of hia ralary to 8id towsrd the settlement of &
coliesgue. In a letter to the town dated Nov. 12,
1812, he says: ** Coneidering my age and infirwmities, I
sincerely wish tohave you settie another minister in this
town as soon as you can. And I now renew the offer
that I made by your commitlee lest year, that if the
town will settle another minister with me that ia not
yet fifty years old, nod one whom the neighboring
churches shall approve, I will from the day of his ordi-
nation, relinquish one-half of my salary forever there-
afler, I would further observe, such is my solicitude for
tha welfure and order of the town, that [should willingly
relinquish the whole salary if they would settle an-
other regular miniaster,—if I could do it and do jus-
tice to myself, my family and my creditors, Wishing
you divine direction, I subscribe myaelf your affec-
tiooate pastor, PHINEAAS WHITNEY.”

By the Lerme of his settiement he could claim his
full salary during his life. _

The setilement of a colleague was not effected till
the autumano of 1815, when Mr. S8amuel H. Tolman, of
Winchenden, sccepted Lhe invitation of the town and
of the church, and was ordained to the office Oct, 25th.
Ha diacharged ile dutiea till Feb, 17, 1810, when af
his request, on mccount of growing dissensions, a
council was called and he was diemissed. The death
of Mr. Whitney occurred Dec. 17th, of thesame year.

His first wife, to whom he was married Aprit 28, 1762,
—the month in which he accepted the invitation of
the town to. become it minister,—was Mim Miziam
Willerd, of Harvard, who, when a young girl, was
taken from her hame by the Indians. * She lived with
a married sister, Mrs. James Johnaon, at Charlestown,
No. 4, when the Indians made a raid upon that town
and carried her, with the Johnson family, Mr. aad
Mra. Jobnson and thres children, the eldest of whom
wns but gix years old, with two of their neighbom, to
Canada. Forced to journey through a pathiess wil-
derness, she was required to lie upon the ground at
night, with an Indian upon either side of her, with
cords passed over her body and under theirs no that
the lesst atir oo her part would arouse them. They
were sold by the Indians to the French at Montreal.
Mina Willard was soon redeemed, bat remained two
vears in the family of the Lieut.-Governor, where she
wes trealed with uniform kindhess, and supported
hersclf with her needle till the release of her sister
and children, whea they eailed for Eogland and from
thence to New York, and then returned to her former
home. Bhe died in 1769 at the age of twenty-nine
years, With the death of Mr, Whitney the adminis-
tration of ecclesiastical affuirs by the town ceased, and
their conduct passed into the hands of religious soci-
eties, entirely separate from civil authority and main-
tained by voluntary individual support, in accordance
with what ia now the universal piactice throughout
the country.

The Shaker Communily or Sociely of United Dreth- -
ren.—The ecclesiaatical unity of the town waa first
broken in 1781, when & commuaity of Bhakers wos
started, This community began with two families,
Elijsh and Ivory Wild, who were brothers and furm-
ers, living in the southern part of the town. They
were joined by two other families in the immediate
neighborhood, but within the town of Lancaster,
Mother Ann Lee, the founder and spiritual head of
thie religious order in this country, wae at that Lime
temporarily reeiding and helding meetings in the ad-
joining town of Harvard, where a society of Shakem
had been formed. She visited and conducted the Bha-
ker worship in the homea of the Wilds. Meetings
for worship were held frequently, and were an object
of great interest to all the country round. Mr. Chand-
ler, in his “ History of Shirley,” to which we are
largely indebted, tolls ua that “ on one occasion two
women walked from Mason—twenty miles—on a
rainy Sundey, and were even obliged to stop and
wring the water from their stockings while on the
rond ; then proceeded furward unharmed by the ele-
ments, being protected by their faith.,” The move-
menta and exercises of Lheir worship were no strange
and accompanied by so much that was exciting as
well aa novel, that pablic attention was soon called to
the matter.

At a town-meeting held September 12, 1782, it was
“¥Yoted, that the town disspprove of the conduct of
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that peoplte calied Bhaking Quakers, and of their
meeting in this town, Then, voted to choose a com.-
mittee of five to wait on and coneult said people at
Elijah Wild's, snd discourse with them respecting
their conduct, Then voted to leave the matter dis-
cretionary with the committee, and that they moke a
report 1o the town al the next town-mesting in said
town.” No record of any report from thia commitiee
appears, and it is probable that none was mode. At
tlhe present time the *‘labor,” as it is Lermed in the
Shaker worship, which consiste of marches and
dances, in attended by much less of the violent and
nervous agitalion and excitement than formerly, and
is, therefore, more graceful and pleasant to witoess, as
well an to those engaged in it. The society received
many additions and became in timé quite large und
proaperous, numbering at onp lime about one hun-
dred. Tt was divided iuto three families, the North,
the South and Church family, the South family being
located just over the Shirley line, and within the town
of Lancester. Its real estato embracea slout tweuty-
five hundred acres, much of which is valuable wood-
land. It has & large amount under cultivation and
devoted to various crops. The raising of garden seeds
for the general market has, in past years, been a large
and valusble industry, but is at preseot continued
only to the extent of what is needed for home nse. A
Jarge orchard, well cared fur aud in fine condition,
yieids & good variety of fruit, sometimes amounting
to a thousand barrels for Lhe season. In recent years
the society has declined in membership, baving at
the present time only one-third as many ss when in
its most proeperous condition, Its buildings are plain,
subslantial structures, some of them of brick, commo-
dious and wel! arranged for their severni uses, and for
heslth, conveniencs and economy in management.
Although the attempt to hring its first members under
the censure of the town failed, that did not entirely
end the hostility that existed towarde them. On
Sunday evening, June 1, 1783, Aon Lee had come
over from Harverd with her elders, James Whittaker
and William Les, te hold a religious meeting at the
Louse of Elijah Wild, Enemies from Hatvard fol-
lowed them, and o mob supposed to number nearly a
bundred men gatliered and surrounded the house. Wild
saye, in his narrative of the affair: “The malicious
crew came to my house on Sabbath evening, abhou}
eight o’clock, and surrounded the house. Some of the
leaders of the moll were, or had heen, captains in the
militia, and still bore that title. They were fol-
lowed by a large number of men, for the evident
purpose of abusiug Mother and the elders.” Fearing
violence, and knowing that the object of the nssault was
Mother Ann,and that she would suffer at their hands
if they should gain an entrance, she was concealed in
a amall derk closet and the door hidden from view,
by * placing before it 2 high chest of drawers.” All
means of communicating their perilous position and
seeking help was cut off, 88 no one was permitted to

pass out, Dut finally A woman who lived in the
neighborbood, and had leflt a nursing infant at home,
was giveu the privilege of going to her home. She
immediantely took meusures to get information to the
suthorities of the town. Meanwhile the mob con-
tinued noisy and threatening through the night, cry-
ing out, “ That woman or your house shail come tothe
ground,” Lato in the moraing the dilatory police
came and ordered them to disperse, Liherty was
given them to enter the house, ond st the request of
Mother Aun and the elders food was put upon the
table end the leaders sat down and ate. TFood was
passed also to those in the door-yard. They promised
the elders if they would return with them to Harvard
no injury should Le done to them. The elders con-
sented, though with little confidence in their promises.
Nor hardly had they arrived in Harvard when they
violated their word, They dragged them aside 10 &
convenient place and then proceeded with their an-
sault upon them. They first took James Whitlaker
and tied bim to the limb of & tree, and then “ scourged
him with & whip till the skin was almost dayed from
his back.” Next they took Lee and were shout to
proceed in the same manner wlth Liim, but refusing to
be tied, * he knelt down and told them to lay on their
stripes, whicb he would receive as a good soldier of
the Croge.” Atthat moment a sister, breaking in
amopg them, threw herself between the uplifted lash
and the elder, that she might receive the blow, rather
than it should fall upen him. Striking her on the
temple, 1t opened a serious wound, from which the
blcod flowed freely. Alarmed, they rcleased tle el-
ders, and hantened {rom the scene of their desperate
work. Elder Whittaker's hack was found to he
* beaten black and blue from hia shouiders to his
waistbands, and in many places bruised to a jeily, ns
tkough he had been beaten with a club, ‘I bave been
ahused,’ he said, ‘but not for any wrong I have
done them; it ia for your makes. I feel nothing
agninst them for what they have dene to me, for they
were ignorant and knew not whbat they did, nor what
monner of spirit they were of.’ Mother and the eiders,
with all the brethren aud ststers, kneeled down and
prayed to God to forgive their blood-thimsty persecu-
tors. Elder James ctied heartily and aaid, * Father,
forgive them, for they koow not what they do.'” The
house in which Ann Lee and her elders were holding
their meeting, and which the mob aurrounded and at-
tacked, ie still standing end in good condition, and ia
an object of interest to visitors, Persons have some-
timea become members of the society and donned tha
garh and hahit of the Shaker, who after a time, from
one cause or another, have found the mode of life un-
congenial to them, and left the community. Children
who have been taken and brought up in the faniilics,
have often, on reaching the age in which they eould
choose for themselves, declined to remain, preferring
the broader life of the world. Clandestine und run-
awhy matches have sometimes occurred. Somctiines
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the secederslmve become ensmies, An instance of this
kind oceurred in which the enmity Lorned inlo an of
fensive attack upon thecommunity and deatruction of
its property. This was on the night of March 3, 1802.
A number of those who had heen of the Sheker faith
and contributed to the building of the meeling-house,
but had withdrawn from the community, laid claim
to the house on this ground, and songht to enforce
their claim by taking pomsession, Bupplying them-
selves with a quantity of liquor, in which they freely
indulged, and provisiona, they entered the building
on the night mentioned and held poassession four days,
barring the doors and shutting out entrance from
others, The rooma and furpiture wera much muli-
lated aod damaged. On the filth day Lhe officers suc-
ceeded in forcing an entrance Lhrough & window in
the upper ot attic part and arresting the partiea. They
were taken before the justice and bound over for trial
to the Criminal Court at Concord. Dut through some
failure of duty on the part of the county attorney, as
was generally supposed, or other mismanagement of
the cass, the grand jury did not find a bill againat
them and they were acquitted,

This appeare to have heen the last anmault or offense
of o serious nature made upon the commaunity.
From the first they have been a peacesble, industrious
and sell-reapecting people, and they have the confi-
dence and the respect of Lheir neighbors and fellow-
citizens. To the stranger they are nlwaya kind snd
hospitnble. They are strict in the rules and reguls-
lions which they impose upon themaelves and pleas-
ant and orderly in all their afluire. The following
" Rules for Visitors” are in keeping with their
orderly waya and kiod spirit :

WPrsl We wish It to be undersiood ihat wa do net keep w publlo
houes, atid wish 0 bavs por roles attaaded wo ws any would the Toles of
thelr own prirate dwelling. Secnd Those who call to ses thelr frisnds
and rolatlved are to ¥islt theru at the ofMice, and oot to go elmwhere ¢x-
cept by permimion of thas In care at 1he office. Third, Thome who live
newr, and can call at thelr ownp con , &78 DOl eXp d w shay
mars thao a faw Lours, bat such as llve sl a gront disiancs, or cannot
comuoften, and have near rolativis hern, can stny from one ko four days,

ding o ¢lr This we lder & suMiclent time us & gen.
arnt rule. Fowrrh, Al vislicrs are requesiod to wrise and {ake Lramkfast
at half-pag edx o summer apd half-past seven Lo winler. FUth At
wably wa wish all to be an feae ny &L home; bot wa dlaliks the wasteful
hablt of learing food on ths plate. o vica with ne ls Jem ridlculous for
being in fastlon. &icth. Married porsuns tarryiag with ue orver oight
are rospecifully botifled that each sex ocoupy separats slssping apart-
misnate white thoy remain. Tlhls role will oot Lo departad froov under

any cit Sevunth, Sirnngers calllog for menls or ldgiog are
sapectal to pay If sccommodatad, '

Wordhip.—As the mode of worship ia peculiar to
the Shakem and widely different from others, the fol-
lowing concerning it may be of interest. Their
meeting-houne or place of assemhling is & large open
room or hall, furpished with movable seats. * The
sexen enter by different doors, and arrange themaselven
in lines—the oldera being in front—whera they liaten
to a short opening addeess by one of their elders,
after which they unite in & dance, regular, sclemn
and uniformly in time with the hermony of some
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liglf-dozen selected singers. After this they fall intp
fiten of two abreast and march, keeping atep with the
music of some selected hymn, which is sung with
much fervency and spirit.  They then hring np their
benches and aeat themselves, while one of their num-
ber intereats them with areligious exhorlation. This
concluded, they rise and closs their service with s aong
of praise. Everything in performed with decorum
and solemnity, All claases, from the gray-haired of
fourscore down to the child of five years, seem atten-
tive aod interested, whether they marc¢h or dunce
or sing or exhort, They uniformly weve their handa
in concert with their music, and listen with marked
attention to the words of their spiritual Joaders.”

Order and neatness pervade every depariment.
The government is religious in character, the minis-
ters, of whom there is ysually one of each sax, heing
the chief officers, and under them the eiders and
truatees, the elders having in charge the spiritoal
affaire of the society and the trustees the temporal.
The officen of elder and trustes in the Bhirley Bocisty
are held by John Whitely, who is very devoted and
faithful to its intereats, He i3 also trustee of the
Hprvard Society and minister of the district.

Universalist Society.—The frst meeting for the
organization of the Universalist Society was held st
the house of Joseph Edgarton, Bept. 21, 1812, A
committee conslsting of Merrick Rice, John Edgar-
ton end Lemusl Willard was chosen to prepare a
constitution. Thiscommittee reported at an adjourned
meeting, the covstitution was adopted and officers
chosen. The names of John Edgarton, Joseph
Edgarton, John Davie, Samuel Hagen, Merrick Rice,
Lemuel Willard, Elpathan Polly, William McIntosh,
aod Thomee Ritter and many others are prominent
in the early records. Among its members were fam-
ilies from Harvard, Lancaster and Lunenburg that
were regular attendants upon its worship. When,
some years after, sucieties were established in their
own towns, they connected themseolves with thase
societies, For some time previous Lo the organization
there had been occasional preaching in the town by
ministers of this denomination, the first of whom was
Rev. Isaish Parker, & convert from the Baptist faith,
and physicien as well a8 minlster. After him wero
Revs. Joshua Flagg and Jacoh Wood, The fimst
houss of worship wan built in 1816, and dedicated
Jan. 9, 1817,

It waa a plain building covered with a hip roof, and
had but one door of entrance. This opened inlo a nar-
row porch, and thenceinto the church. It wasfurnighed
with high box pews, and a gallery for the singers
along the weat wall that was entered by stairs within
the mudience-room. Rev. Jacob Wood was ipstalled
pastor in 1818, He remained fivo years and then an
interim of six yeare followed, in which the pulpit was
supplied by transient preachers. In 1829 Rev. Rua-
soll Btreeter removed from Watertown and became
thoresident pastor, continuing hin ministry till 1834,
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when be removed lo Woodstock, Vt. The following
vear the pulpit was supplied by Rev, Stillman Bar-
den. Ian 1836 Rev. Lucius R. Paige, who waa then
settled in Hardwick, aupplied a part of the time.
Mr. Paige in later years was the author of ““ Paige's
Commentariee " and other important works, In 1837
and 1833 Rev. Rufus Pope was the preacher, but re-
sided in Bterling, where he preached a part of the
time. He was succeeded by Rev. John Pierce, whose
pastorate continued (ill April 1840, when fauiling
health obliged him to retire, Then Rev. Walter
Harrimao, pastor of the church in Harvard, was en-
geged, preaching one-half the time. This arrange-
ment continoed till 18456, Mr, Harriman was
afterwards widely known in public and political life,
serving in the army during the Civil War, commis-
sioned as colonel of & regiment from his native State,
New Hampsbire, and promoted to the office of
general. For soveral terma mfler tho war he was
Governor of New Hampshire.

During 1845 and 1846 the church was remodelod
at an expense of $2168. A hall was finished in the
upper part and devoted to the use of the “ Fredonia
Lodge” of Odd Fellows. In April, 1846, Rev.
Joaiah Coolidge became the pastor, and performed
the dutiea of the office iwo years. An interim of cne
vear now occurred in which the pulpit was sopplied
by neighboring ministers. Rev. Benton Smith wase
then invited, snd began his pastorate in April, 1849,
During Mr. Bmith’s pastorate, on March 19, 1850, a
bell was placed upon the church, the fimt church-bell
in the villaga. He discharged the duties of the ofice
five years, and was succeeded by Rev. Orren Perkine,
who remained but one year. Rev. E. W. Coffin was
the next paator, beginoing his work in May, 18565,
sod closing it Mearch 8, 1857, The 7th of the follow.
ing June, Rev. George F. Jenks entered upon his
duties as pastor and remained thres years and nine
montha, The pext pastor wasa Rey, Cyrus B, Lom-
bard, his pastorate heginning March 10, 1861, and
coverlng a period of five yeera, After an loterim of
& few monthe with a transient supply of the pulpit,
Rev. Ezekiel Fitegerald was engeged, but remained
Jess than a year and a half. From the close of Mr.
Fitzgerald's tabors to ihelast Suoday in October, 1869,
preaching wes continued regularly, but no pastor was
seitled. At that date the last service was held in the
old church. It wassold to Mr. Normen ©. Muoson,
who removed and fitted it for a public hall, It is the
present Village Hall, and ia finely adapted for all
social and public uses. The building of the new
church was immediately begun, and was completed,
and the service of dedication held November 23, 1870.
It in a fine struclure of the early English Gothic
style of architecture, with open-timbered roof and
ceiling, vaidted and frescoed in rich and scbdued
colom. The entire expenso of the church was $25 000,
It is furnished with a flne organ which coat $2200.
Towards this large expense, Mr, N. C. Munson, a
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member of the socitty and & leading apirit in the
work, wosa large and generous coniribulor. | Imme-
diately on the completion of the church, Rev. H, A;
Philbrook was called Lo the pastorate, in which he
continued two years. The next fow years the pulpit
was sopplied by transient preachere, and during n
part of 1875 services were nuspended aliogetber, on
account of the general depremsion in busineas, In
May, 1876, Rev. J. W. Keyes was called to the pasto-
rate and served the society three years. Then fol-
towed another interim of a little more than one and a
half years filled by the transient supply, and in De-
cember, 1880, the settlement of Rev. James Vincent
aa pastor. In June, 1884, he accepied aminvitation
from-the church in Calais, Malne, and wans succeeded
by Rev. William Gaskin, who ontered upon his work
in Auguat. His term of service was a iittle less than
two years. In Janusry, 1887, Rev. James Rawlins
was setiled and remaioed one year, In April, 1888,
Rev, Jomeph Crehore accepted the invitation of the
society and entered upon his work in May, During
the pusterate of Rev. John Pierce, in Aprii, 1839, a
Bunday-achool was organized, with Misa Barah C.
Edgarton in charge and Miss Susan McIntosh as as-
sistant. Miss FEdgarton was well and favorabiy
known aa a writer and & poot of fine promise, and aa-
sociata editor of the Ladies’ Repository, a mouthly mag-
azine published in Beston. Jerome -Gardner waa
chosen superintendent of tive school in 1845 and held
the office, with the exception of ope year, till his
death in November, 1889, & period of forty-three
years. He wan clerk of the society thirty—eight yeam.
A church organirzation wes formed in 1820, but for
many years subsequently was dormant; it was reor-
ganized in 1846, Its present membarship is forty-two.
The parisk and Sunday-school library numbers nearly
one thousand volumes. A hequest of $1000 to the so-
ciety was made by the will of Bylvanus Holden, who
died March 17, 1882, Jerome Gardner included in a
will drawn March 24, 1885, a gift to the society of the
income of twenty-five shares of Lancaster Bank Btock.
The subsequent ruin of the bank,by the fraudulent
dealings of ita president, awept awny this giR. In his
last sickness Mr. Gardner sought to replace this in

‘part by s codicil in which he gave to the society ten

shares of the Fitchburg Railroad stock, but there
being some legal inadequacy la (he witnessing of the
codicil, it waa disallowed by the Judge of Probate,
First Congregational Soclefy.—In March, 1822, a
litile more than three years after the death of Rev..
Mr. Whitoey, the pastor of the First, or Town Parish

‘and Church, a meetiug was called and held for the

purpoae of organizing the parish as an independent
society, disconnected from the municipal or town
oversight and charge. ' This organizatlon was effected
under the name of the First Congregational Society.
For the twelve ycars following its organization it had
no atoled ministry, and there was preaching huta-
portion of the time. Bat its anoual meetings for the
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choice of officers and the transaction of business wera
regularly held. In June, 1894, Rev.Beth Chandler,
of Oxford, preached two Sundays. Receiving an in-
vitation to settle with the society, he accepted i and
eatered at once upon his duties. The ministry of Mr.
Chandler continued 111 June, 1879%—forty-five yoars;
though from that dats till bis death, in Octobar, 1889,
he performed more or less of pastoral duty, and occa-
sivnally preached. Thus from the date of the firet or-
ganization as a town parish in 1762 to 1879, one bun-
dred and seventeen years, thore were but two pastor-
ates, and one brief colleague pastorate of three years.
There was an interim of nearly fifteen years between
the death of Mr. Whitney and the settlement of Mr.
Chandler, hot the united ministries of the two covered
a period of one hundred and one years. TUntil the
present centary the heating of churches was hardiy
koown in any pact of New England, Congregations
endured the cold and the long sermons with equal
fortitude. The winter following the pettlement of Mr,
Chendler an innovation war made upon this custom.
Two large stovea ware put into the church. It waa
the first provision made in town for warming the
house of worahip. The next year, 1815, a now hell
was placed in the charch tower.

The old bell, & gilt to the town in 1808, hy Wallis
Little, had been cracked for meveral yeara and ren-
dered usolesa, The new bell was a gift from
Leonard M, Parker and Thomas Whitney, and their
intention was communicated ia the following lotter,
which was read at the town-meeting.

1t Ay n ket of rempect for our batlys Lown, and & sincers regard for
ita charsctar medd tha well-belng of lwinhalitunts, we, The uodersigued,
propom W preseot 4o the town o bell. 1k s our wish snd {nlenton thet
the same shunld s kepton’ the insating-touse of the ¥inm Pariah ; that 1t
stiould Ue used fur all the pecomury and proper purposcs of the lowa )
thut the religlous soclsllos should also hare the privllege of lts use; and
unlem tha Wwu shall provide for the roging of the muma, &t e vensl
time sud In the wmal , for tha religiuns services (n the forenoen
aud afsrnoon of the Sahlwth day, the First Puriai may bare the pelvl-
lage of cavalng it 1o Lo rnﬁg for such servicen, Apd tn cuss ihn Fins
Parlsl slinlb full Lo cause it 1o be 0 rung on the Babbuth, any otler
parish then having regular services, wisd 1ot Lelng suppied with x batl
may have the sane privilage, Should tha propom) be acceplabls to the
own, [ wonld bs agreaalle to we thot the sl , OT &
ahould Le sathoriesd to coufor with us sy o tho slze of the bell, oid 10
take oihisr proper Deusuren v regrrd Lo Lhe sulject. We have the honor
to submertbe ourselves your respeeifal fellow-citivsns,
‘'LuzoNanp M, Panxin,
“Taowis WniTHey,

11 Lewa,

Bhirley, May 27, 1885,"

Previouas to the engagement of Mr. Chandler a
Bunday-school was organized by the devoted women
of the parish, also ‘& charitable society.” This so-
ciety has purchaesed books for the library, to the
amonnt of nearly one thousand volumes; furnished
the Sunday-school room and the church, contributed
to the incidental expenses, clothed and otherwise
aided indigent children, and accumulated & fund of
nboat $1800, the income of which is used for contin-
gent expenses.

In March, 1839, » movement was started for remod-
eling the church. Committees. were chosen, coniracta
for the work made, and the work hegun in July? The

expense of the alterations and furnishings was $2807.-
61, It was completed, and the house reopened for
public womhip on the 27th of October, An effort
was made at the time this work was undertaken to
have the meeting-house removed a few rods esst from
where it was then located, but the majority of the
society did not faver it. This effort waa renewed in
1851, and the following action taken at a town-meet-
ing held July 14th:

“ Foted that the Town glve theit cons ent that the First Parial may rv-
more thelr mesljng-bouss 0 and wpon the groond called the ' tralulog
Aok, the snie w0 te cwurried and pinced 56 far east thet t1ie west end of
the mesling-houss shall by on & llus with the ssl s]de of 1he towb-hoose
aud tho soutl alde of mld meetug Lowss {0 be as Bear the presnt
truvsled road as convenlently niny te, The mid purlab to have tha rght,
I mowd b, to rebulld upon the mme ground. Aud 1hile consent in Lereby
given on the fulluwing couditivoa, o wit: 1. That the uwnar of the
ad adjuining the northerly and sarierly lines of mid * training-Aeld®
glve bl copsent thersto | wrltlng, under sewl and ackuow ledgmient,
2. Thet 1he said parish shall ngres 1o lny open all ihelr grovnda, whare
the meating-Louss now slande, and arcuid the mne an & publle som-
maob; wud #o 0 contlune nivencimbared, m lung ma the mid neeting-
heuas, cr any new ons which may La Lullt in place of (he Jrewnt, shall
remaly upun the mid *tmbning fleld.* And for the secnrity of Ltk of
the mid purtics, this further coudition or stipniution lo wies mads— that
sither party, fur £ood cause, sball have the 1ight to cuues the mid roeet-
1ng-houae, or noy ane bullt 1o He place, 1o be renoved to the sl whers
it now sMnda, or to #uch otlior oswr thereto, an {Le parish nwy A3 wpon.
Ths suffcleacy of the cause und ihe terms of rwmova]l Lo Ls routoally
agroed upon Ly the mid parties; and in rase they cannot agrve the sama
shall be Lited oo the judg { of tbres d} wated apd jodich.os
men o be mutunlly sgreed oo, whise decldun shall be floal, both §n
regard 1o the vuMiclency of 1Le cuuss apd tle terns of removal, And
thie agreement of il mid pailsh to the foregolug conditions apd mipa.
ulatioms, at & mestivg duly calied for thie purpows, io heroby required . —
w copy wherso!, duly certified Ly the clevk of mid parish, shall be Aled
with the wwn clerk bofore tlis rewoval of sid mestlog-Looss.*

These conditions were accopted hy the parish, and
the meeting-hoiuse was removed the following year.
The original windows, as built with the honse in 1778,
wero retained through all the changes tiil 1857, when
Mr. John K, Going, & member of the parish, gener-
ously assumed the expeose and care of the entire re-
glazing. The third and last conaiderahle alteration
and improvement of the church was made in 1867.
At the annual parfsh meeting, Henry B. (loing pro-
posed important changes, and generously offered to
have them made at his own expense, ©* provided hia
proposal should be agreeable to members of the
parish.” Mra, Harriet B. Going, his mother, was as-
gociated with him in carrying forward this work, as
appears from the record of the parish meeting held
after it was completed. The record in aa foliows :

* Whereas during the pust year our old church edlfice bes besn ms-
torlally altersd, repuired and laproved, chlafly at tha expacss s
by the liberality of Mra. Harrlet B. Obing and bar won, Heory B.
Golng,—therofure, wa, the mombers of tLs Firsl Perish in Bhirley, de-
sross of expreming our spprecletion of thelr gebsroally, du bwwly
tondar to M. Gotnyg and ler sun our sincere tharks, with 1lis hopo
that thelr lived may Lw long spred fur meofuloeds and snfoyment. Aud
shunld [t be their plessurs to again realds lo town, and wrekly meat
with nearcund the suwe old alar whom they wars wont to coms in ey
Lifa, wo assure thern tiey will Toceivs & cordisl wolooms, '™

Bequests.—The society has received several he-
queats which are matiers of interest. The first was
from Thomas Whitney, son of the firat minister of
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the parish, and 2 devoted msmber through his life,
bearing alwaya & leading and active part in ite afhirs,
as alao in the aflairs of the town. He died January
14, 1844, aud in a codicil Lo his will gave to the par-
ish as follows: “I give and bequeath unto the First
Parish, in said town of Shirley, of which I have been
a member from my youth, the sum of Ave hundred
dollars; and it is oy intention that the same shall be
safaly and permanently invested, on interest, and the
income thereon he annually approprinted toward the
payment of the salery of & good and faithful Unita-
rinn minister of the goapel in said parish. And it ia
my earnent wish and hope that the parish may, at all
titnes, be supplied with the services of such a minis-
ter; and, in making the bequest, [ take salisfaclion
in the indulgence of & hope that it may have a last-
jog influence in socuring to the parish an object so
esaential to the happineas and well-being of society.
And I indulge the further hope that she sum herely
bequeathed may lay the foundsation of a fund which,
at no distant period, by the mupificance of others,
will become of such magnitude that the income
thereof will annually pay the salary of a minister, in
said parish, of the cheracter and denomination above
mentionwl. And it is my further will and intention,
that in camse the said parish shall fail during the
period of twenty years after my decense, and for the
space of six months in succession, to bo supplied with
a minister of the character and denomination sfore-
mentioned, who shall be regularly setiled as their
pastor, or be engaged hy the year, then the said sum
of five hundred dollars, hequaathed as aforeaaid, shall
revert and descend to my heirs-at-law,

" And I further give sud bequeath to the said par-
ish the sum of twenty dollars, annually, for the term
of five years alter my decense, Lo be appropriated
toward the payment of the salary of a minister in
said parish, of the character and denomination afore-
mentioned ; bot one-half of said annual sum, may be
applied to the support of the ainging in anid parish,
if the parish shali so decide. But if the parish shall*
fail, during the said term of five yearn, to be regularly
with & minister of the character and denomination
aforesaid, then the said annual bequest of twenty
doltars shall coase.”

Three years aiter the death of Thomas Whitney
occurred the death of his sou, James P. Whitney,
In his will he bequeatbed to the parish fund, upon
the aame terms and conditions specified by hia father,
two hundred and Bfty dollars,

In 1864 en additlonal bequest came to the pariah
on the death of Mrs, Henrietta Whitney, widow
of Thomas Whitney, The will giving the same reade
ne follows: “I give and bequeath to the ¥irst Parish
fn Shirley the sum of five hundred dollars, which is
to be approprialed in the eame manner and held on
the same terms and conditions as are specified by my
Jate hushand, Thomas Whitney, Eaq., in hequsathing
a like sum to naid parish, all of which will fully ap-

poar by the codicil of his last will and teatament;
and it is my intention that the period of twenty years,
mentioned in said codicil, during which a forfeiture
may be incurred by said parish, shall terminate at
the same time in reference to my bequest that it will
in reference to the bequest of my late husband.”

Five years later, in 1869, M, Clarissa Isnacs, 2
sister of Thomas Whitney, aud daughter- of Rev,
Phinehns Whitney, the firat minister, died. Her last
will and testament contained the followiong: “I give
to the Firet Parish in Bhirley, over which my re-
spected fathar was settled for a series of years, the
sum of two bundred dollars, for the same purpose,
and on the same terma and conditions as specified in
the will of my late brother, Thomas Whitney, re-
specting a similar bequeat made by bim."”

In addition to these several bequests, amounting to
fourteen hundred and filty dollars} from the imme-
diate family of the fint minister, Rey, Phinehas Whit-
oey, the parish received still another generous ex-
pression of the family interest in ita affaire in the
gift of an organ of “rare excellence” from Mra, Hen-
rietta Whiiney, which she had built expressly for it
by Mr. George Btevens, of East Cambridge, but a
short time hefore her deceanse, Bt a cost of thirleen
hundred dollars.

Other bequedta to the parish fund were: flve buan-
dred dollars from John K. (Going, in 1864; three
hundred dollars from Miss Rebecca Day, in 1849;
fifty dollars from Martin Turner, in 1869. This fund,
amouating to twenty-three hundred dollars, was in-
trusted with the treasurer of the parish, Thomas E.
Whitney, without special security. Dy some incom-
petency of menagement it wes wasted, and would
have been wholly lost to the parish but for the gen-
osity of Mra. Mary D, Whitney, of Boston, an sunt
of the tremsurer, then decensed, She was a heary
loser by his failure, yet she gensrously made over to
the porish an amnunt of real estais of equal value to
the som owed by him, thereby restoring the fund.
Mrs. Whitney, whose death occurred January 26,
1886, also made an-additiousl gift by her will, of
which this parish was evidently intended to be the
final recipient or beneficiary, but the siogular word-
ing of the article of the will imposed a difBculty
upon the executors in determining the party legally
entitled to recoive it. Hence it was taken to the
Court for decision, where it atill awaits the finnl ver-
dict. As a matter of hiatorio interest in which thera
was the evident intent to beso exact ead strict in
terma that the gift could oot be diverted, or fail to be
applied to the purpose of the giver, we here append a
copy of the article: “Secondly, I give and bequeath
to my friend, Hev'd Beth Chandler, of Shirley, the
sum of Five thousand dollars, which, after bis death,
shall revert to the town afore-named, strictly on this
condition, namely, that said town shall support fairly
and permonently a Unitarian clergyman, in which
case all intereat accruing on the shove sum shall be
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used to aid in the payment of his salery, failing of
which it shall revert to my heirs-at-law.”

Following tbe atlestations of the witnesges is this
added clause;

4 Yn regar to ertlcte socond, I would sdd, thet In caam Rav'd Seth
Chandler shoukd o Gutlive e, I wish the sum thereln pamad o go
direct fa the town of Bhirlsy for the purposs and on the cobditlons
thorelo statmd, Manr D, Wirrazr,"

Bince the termination of Mr. Chandler's active ser-
vice as pastor, in June, 1879, the soclety has had &
resident paator but one and half years, from April,
1886, to October, 1887, when Rev. L, B. Macdoneld
was with it in that capacity. The remainder of the
time when services have been held, clergymen from
oot-of-town have supplied the pulpit.

Orthodoz Society.—On February 38,1828, a meeting
jn the interesis of Trinitarian Congregationalism was
held at the house of Miss Jepnie Little. When the
First Congregational Paricsh wes organized, ss the
successor of the town parish in 1822, s minority did
not fuily sympathize with the doctrinal opinions of
the majority, yet for aix years they continued 10 wor-
ship together. Dut the agitation of these doctrinal
differences, which waa then widely prevailing through-
out New Lngland, had its effect horo as elsewhere,.
and led to the feeling that tkey could not conacien-
tiously continue together, hut must have a separate
organization and worship, At the meeting called to
coneider this matter, Rev. J. Todd, pastor of “ Union
Church of Christ,” in Qroton, was present to assistand
advise. Atthis meeting it wan voted “ That ithe ex-
pedient to form & church in this place, of evangelical
principlen.” Also * that a commitiee of three bo ap-
pointed to make the necessary arrangements.”

Samuel 3, Walker, Imlay Wright und Deacon Jo-
seph Brown were conatituted this committee, and
Thursdey, February 14th, wes appointed to be observed
ey a day of fasting and prayer. An ecclesisstical
council compnsed of pastors and lay delega\'l.ea from
chorchee in the vicinity was invited and held at the
house of Bamuel 8. Walker, March 12tb, in the fore-
noon, Articles of faith and form of covenant were
congidered and adopted, and sixteen candidates pre-
sented themeelves forexamination, Thesecandidates
were Juseph Brown, Eather Brown, Rhoda Browp,
liarriet Walker, Samuel 8. Walker, Eather R. Jefls,
Jenny Little, Nancy Holden, Imlay Wright, Barah
Meriam, Amelia Shipley, Lucy DPorter, Jacch Har-
rington, Barah B. Harringlon, Elizabeth Harlow, A,
Livermore, The candidates were examined and ac-
cepted, and it waa * voted to proceed to organize said
persona into & charch of Christ, to be denominated

The Orthodox Congregational Church in Shirley.'—
The public services of the oceasion were hald in the
afterooon, in the Univernalist meeting-house, at the
South Village. There was no society organized sa &
legal body until 1846, when it was jucorporated under
the name of the “ Orthodex Congregational Society
iu Sbirley.” The aummer following tbe organization

of the church, land was given by Mies Jenny Little
for the building of & church edifice. This wes built
during the next year, 1829, and dedicated in Decem-
ber. It was constructed of brick, was of humble pre-
tonsions and pleasantly located. Itserved ita purpose
an a houss of worship for about twenty years, when
the matter of removal to the Bouth Village began to
be agitated. It was thought by Lhote who favored
this change of location, it would be placing itin a
flourishing village, where the manufacturing interest
was increnning, and all the conditions were such an to
insure greater prosperity and growth, whils very few
Accessiona to the church could be expected if it re-
mained where it wes, and its support would become a
maiter of great ditfculty. The movement was finally
carried, though not withont earoeat and vigorous pro-
test from those who lived in the northerly section of
the town, and a scricus defection and division. Ber-
vices werd held in a school-house until the new church
edifice was huilt. This wus completed and dedicnted
in the epring of 1851, It was located on the table-
land north of the Catacunemaug Valley, and wes a
plain, neat structure, surmounted by & tower and sup-
plied with & bell. Ius cost wea £3300,

Aflter twenty years of use, repairs were needed,
snd in 1872 a thorough renuvation of the interior was
made st so expense of $2500.

The firat pastor was Rev. Hope Brown, who was or-
dalned to the office June 22, 1830, He continued with
the church nearly funrteen yeara, devoting himself to
its interests with great Gdelity. After the retirement
of Mr, Brown, Mr. John P. Humphrey, & licentiate
from Andover, was the pulpit supply till July, 1847,
when Mr, Joseph M. R. Eaton, having accepted sn
invitation to settle with the church, was ordained to
the pastorship. His term of service was a little less
than three years. He was followed hy Rev. 3. W.
Adams, who supplied the pulpit between two aod
three yeam, but did not settle. In May, 1853, Rev.
‘B, D, Beardsley bocame the pastor and performed the
dutes of the office unti} 1858. A period of transient
supply theo followed till April, 1860. Rev. Daniel
H. Babecock was then engaged to supply for an indel-
inite period, and continued. for neariy three years.
An invitation was given to Mr, A J. Dutton, Novem-
ber 1, 1863, hy the society, and endomed by the church
on tha 9th, and on tho 10th he was ordeined and in-
stalled. His ministry continned six years. Ie was
succeeded hy Rev. A. H. Louorbury, who waa inualled
April 20, 1870, and was with Lhe society five years.
Rev. Mr. Bhurilefl was next engaged, and began his
lahors the 1st of July, 1875, hut early in the secoud
year of his work a growing diaaflection induced him to
withdraw. Rev, E. J. Moore Lthen came, but remnined
only a few months over one year. In June, 1881, Mr,
Albert F. Norcrosa, a graduate of Andover, was given
an iovitation, and acceptiug it, wes ordained Auguat
31st. His pastorate cloeed Decomber 29, 1884, From
thie date to January, 1890, there was no settled paa-
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tor, and the pulpit wes supplied by transient preach-
ers., In January of thia year Rev. Albert G. Todd ac-
cepted the invitation of the society, and entered upon
the duties of pastor,

By the will of Mrs. Sarah P. Longley, who died
Beptember 8, 1889, the society received a bequest of
£2000, the income of which is to be appropriated to
the salary of the pastor.

Raptist Church—The movement for a Baptist or-
-ganization and worship began in Aprtil, 1853, and a
sermon was preached by Rev. Mr. Beaver, of Salem,
Services were held occasionally during the vear, and
-in February, 1853, & church was formed, and publicly
recognized the 6th of the following April, Its
chapel was built the same yenr and dedicaled the last
day of the year. Rev. 3. W, Dutler served na pastor
one year. After bim, Rev. Ezekiel Robbins, a resi-
dent of the town, was the preacher for a few montha.
Thor Rev. George Carlton preached two years, but
did not reside in town. Io 1859 a call was extended
to John Randelph, a young licentiate from the State
of Illincis. He was ordsined March 24th, hot re-
mained only one year. ' Public services were then
‘suspended for severa] years and the chapel given to
varioua secular uses, the income from which was ap-
propriated to the removal of the church debt. In
1866, through the efforts of Rev. Mr, Bkinner, then
temporarily eupplying ihe Baptist pulpit at South
Groton, means were procured for extinguishing the
debt and repairing the chapel, and it was reopened
for public worship.

Rev. Sumner Latham became,the pastor at this
time, and remained not quite two years, A perind of
transient supply now followed uotil November, 1870,
when Rev, Thomas Atwood was engaged, and was
paator fourteen month:. From October, 1572, till
March, 1874, Rev. E, H. Watrous performed the du-
tiew of the otice. Fram this date to the present,
May, 1890, it was without a pasior, but has continued
its mervices, ita pulpit heing supplied chiefly by un-
dergraduatee from the Newton Theological Beminary.
At thie date Mr. Walter V, Gray entered upon the
duties of the office. A renovalion and renewal of the
interior of the chapel was made in 1878, at a cost of
2800, of which $500 was contributed by Mrs. Munson,
inother of the late N. C. Munaon, aud & new organ,
supplied mainly st tbe expente of Mr. Munson,
About $400 was expanded in a similar wark in the
autumn of 1889. A bequeat of resl estats valued at
$1000 wes made to the church by the will of Misa
Murin Hariwell, who died Dec. 9, 1876,

BIOGRAPHICAL. -

CHARLES AUSTIN EDGARTON,
The Edgarton family hes, for many years, fijled an
important place in the bistory of Bbirley. The fimst
of the namu appearing on the records of the town

was Joho Edgarton, who ceme from Eant Bridgewater
about 1771, He was & prosperous farmer, proprietor
of the farm now owned by William P. Wilbur, and
erected the houre now the residence of Mr. Wilbur—
& Iarge, brick dwelling, “the first building of brick
set up within the limits of thetown.” He entered
actively into public aflairs, was one of the *minute-
men* at the breaking out of the Revolutionary War,
and a volunteer to Cambridge on the 19th of April,
1776, For twenty-one years ho wan one of the select-
men of the town, served ay jnstice of the peace sev-
eral years, represented the town two terms in the
Btate Legislature, and waa often sought for doty on
committees and in other places of trust. His eecond
son, John, Jr,, in company with Jonas and Thomas
Parker, built and oporated the fimt paper-mill in
lown, near the close of the lsat century, and, in com-
pany with Benjamin Edgarten, built and carried o
& forge for the manufaclure of scylhes. The name of
Joseph Edgarton comea next into prominence. He
was the third son of John, and inherited the enargy,
enterprise and public epirit of his father, but without
the taste or iuclination for office, except in military
affufrs, in which he took a great interest, being
familiariy known an Major Edgarton, He engsged
largaly in manuofecturing industries, and was & lead-
ing proprietorin the firet and sscond cotton factories,
in two of the paper-mills, and the batting-miil, and
in 80 gxtensive trade in general merchandise. Chan-
dler, in his history, styles him ‘“the veleran manufac-
turer of Shirley, whose name is more largely con-
nected then any other with the manufacluring
enterprize of the town.” Among these varied indus-
tries and activities his sona received that early
training which gave them & practical knowledge of
machinery and developed more or less of mechanical
sbility. William W. suocceeded his father in ihe
manufacture of paper, and nflerwards engaged in the
manufacture of nails. Charlen Austin, whose por-
irait accompanies ihis sketch, hiad hie firat experience
a8 & workman in the paper-mill of his father. He
had charge of & machine at the age of sixteen. On
leaving the paper-mil), he, in tonnoection with hia-
brothers William and Henry, ran & saw and planing-
mill, turning out & large amount of lamber aonuslly,
He was then, for & few yoars, with his hrother Wil-
lism in the nail factory., From 1865 to 1873 he was,
in company with N, C. Mubpson, in the Munson Cot-
ton-Mill. At the latter date he entered upon the
manufactore of tape; adding to this, in time, the
manufactore of suspender wehbing and elastic goods.
From this he paseed to the manufactare of suspend-
ers exclusively, in wbich business, in connection with
his son Charles Frederick, whom be smociated with
him in 1881, he has huilt up a Jarge and growing-
trade. Always giving close attention to hin business,
of good judgment aod large, practical experience, he
ranks well umong the businees men of the day. - He.
will be aixty-four years of age Octeber 13, 1800, He-
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was martied, June 17, 1852, to Miss Jane A. Longley.
A son and two daughters—Charles Frederick, Hittia
Whitcomb and Barah Mirenda—complete the family,
whose home life is one of rare pgrental and fiiial de-
votion, .

Mrs, Barah C. Edgarton Maoyo, of whom mention
ia mado in this history, a gifted poet and literary
writer, widely and favorably known, waa en older
sister.

CHAPTER XXXIIIL

WESTON.

BY COL. D. 5. LAMSON,

AT the second Court of Aswistants held at Charles-
town, Seplember 7, 1680, it was ordered * That Tre-
mnnt be called Boaton, Matapan should be called Dor-
chesterand the town upon Charles River, Watertown.”

The exact period when what is now called Weston
hegan to be settled is not known; it was prohahly at
an early period of the Watertown ssttlement, for there
are still standing housea or parts of houses and foun-
dations which go back to a very early period, of which
we now have no reliable dates. Tha territory of
Watertown was very extensive, nnd its meveral parts
were known by distinct end peculiar names. The
lands next west of Heaver Brook were called “the
lota of the Further Plain,” or the (ireat Plain, now
Waltham., The remote or West Pine Meadows were
in the soutberly part of what is now Weston, The
township lots, or lots beyond the Fortber Plain, were
west of Stony Drook. The Farms or Farm Landa com-
prised what is now Weston, aod were bounded hy
Sudhury and Dedham. In town-meeting, held Octo-
ber, 1638, “it wus ordered that Daniel Pattrick,
Abram Drowne, John Btowers, Edward Lewis and
Bimon Eire shall lay out the Farms as they are or-
dered,” A list of these allotments in 1642 gives the
names of thoee paraone to whom ninety-two farms,con-
taining 7674 acres were allotted, It would appear by the
Watertown Becords that the committee to whom the
matter of allotments was given in charge, allolied to
themselves the first choice, and they, with Jereminh
Norercas, Thomns Mayhew and John Whitney, were
the firat land-owners in Weston.

These sllotments of the meadow-lands gave great
diasatisfaction, and they are referred to in old deeds
as tho *Land of Contention,” In 1668 thess lands
were re-surveyed and laid out for a new allotmant by
John Bherman. This survey contained 1102 acres,
and was bounded on the eouth by Dedham, on the
west by Sudbury, and on all otber sides by the
Farm Landa. These farms were styled the Farmers!
Precinet, and also the Third Military Precinct. In
1392 theso parts of Watertown, which aubsequently
became the towns of Watertown, Waltham and Wee-

ton, were designated as the Precinct of Captain Bond's
Company of Home, and of Captain Qarfieid’s Com-
peny and Lieutenant Jones' Company. In tho aliot-
ment of these farma it wana etipulated that they shall
be for a Common for cattle, to the use of the furmers
of tho town and their heira forever, and not to be
alienated without the consent of every freeman and
their heirs forever. This is the firat instance upon
record wherethe term “Farm Lands” ia applied to Wes-
ton. The earliest proprietors in 1642 are Bryan Pen-
dleton, Danjel Pattrick, 8imon Eire, John Stowers,
Abraham Browne, John Whitney, Edward How,
Jeremiah Norcross and Thomas Mayhew. In ecclesi-
astical affairs, what is now Weston was connected
with Watertown shout sixty-eight years, and in civii
affaira about eighty-thres years. The inhabitants of
the Farm District, and those in the remote westerly
part of Watertown, went lo worship at the easterly
part of Watertown, at s house situated in the vicinity
of the old burying-ground. The Walertown church
is the sixth in orgauization in Massacbuoseits, the firat
heing at Sulem, the second at Charleatown (including
Boston), the third at Dorchester, the fourth at Rox-
bury, and the Gfth at Lynn. In July, 1630, at Water-
town, forty of the inhabitants subscribed.to & church
covenant, and the church of this place dates from
that period. It would seem from Governor Winthrop's
Journal that the Watertown church has a prior exist-
ence to the one at Charlestown, and was second only
to that at Balem. In 1692 commenced the contention
in this church growing out of the location of the new
meoting-house. There was great oppogition to a
change in the place of worship, and it became so serious
that the selectmen agreed to refer the matter to the
Governor, Sir William Phipps, and his Conneil, This
mode of brioging the disputes of a town to an issue
by referring them to the chisf magistrate, would be
deemed singular ot the present day, but at this early
period was not uncommon. The Governor appointed
& committes of five membera to report, and they made
their report in May, 1693, Judge Bamunel Sewell was
president of this committee. The report was unsatis-
factory to the people, and the contention continued
down to 1695, when & protest wes placed on record,
gigned by 100 inhabitanta, of which thirty-threa were
inhabitants of the Farmers' District. The contention
growing out of this mubter of the location of the new
church led up to the floal separstion of the in-
habitants of the Plain, or Waltham, they being al-
lowed to have & meeling-house st “ Beavar Brook,
npon the road leading to Budbury, to the end that
there may be peace and settlement amongst us.” As
early sz 1694 the Farmer’s District—now Weaton-—
would seem to have had weparate interests from the
church in Watertown. In 1694 the inhabitants of
the Farms, to the number of 118, petitioned to be set
off into neeparale precinct, alleging the great dlatance
to the place of public worship, and protesting against
being obliged to go eo far from home. The prayer of





