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IEIOIR Of HA RVEY PRINDLE PEET J

J'BESIDDo"'l' 01' 'l'HJ: NEW TOU:: INImTlJTlOJr I'OR TUB DlLll' .lJrD DUlOI.

HARVEY PRINDLE PUT was born in the little town of Bethlem,
Litchfield Co., Conn., November 19, 1'194. Bethlem is one of the
Ima1l6llt and rough6llt toWDS in the ltate, but has been remarkably
(avon>d in the Bucce88ive ministrationl of two great light. of tl:e
church, the Rev. J08eph Bellamy, D. D., and Rev. AIel Backus, D. D.,
both eminent as theologian., as preacher&, and II teachers of youth.
Dr. Backus, at\erward the fil'llt prellident of Hamilton College, con
ducted in this town a familyachool of high character, which attracted
to Bethlem Beveral famili61 of rare intelligence Rnd refinement.
Under such influences, the intellectual and religious tone of the
society in which the earliest years of the subject of thia Bkewh were
paiRed, was eminently Buch aI to favor the acquiBition of that force of
character, amenity of mannen, nnd Btrength of religious feeling for
which Dr. Peet hal ever been distinguiBhed j while at the BalDe time,
born a farmer'B BOn, and growing up with healLhful alternations of
Btudy, labor and free recreation on the rugged Rnd picturesque hills of
Litchfield County, he acquired that well developed frame, freedom
of movement, physical hardihood, and practical tact that ha\'o
eminently fitted him for the exhllusting work of a teacher of the
deaf and dumb.

His early advantages of education were few. Working on a farm
in the summer, and attending a diatrict school in the .inwr, and fond
of reading at all seaBOns, like many other New England boys who
have worked their own way to education, and in the rough proceu
acquired the power of working their way to Bubeequent diatinction,
he began at the early age of sixteen to teach a district school. This
employment he continued during five winwrs, till at the age of twen·
ty-one, he had eetabliBhed a character for ability in his profeBllion,
which procured him the situation of teacher of EngliBh studies in
schools of a higher e1ass,-at first, in that of Dr. Backus already
mentioned, in his native town, and afterward in that of Rev. Daniel
Parker, in Sharon, Conn. He now saw prospeetB of higher useful·
DeB8 opening before him, to the realization of which the advantages
of a college education would be important. In the school of Dr.
Backus he began his Latin grammar at the Bame time that ~e tal1ght
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a class in English studies. After a delay, chiefly occasioned hy want
of means, he went, in the faU of 1816, to Andover, and fitted for col
lege in Phillip's Academy, under the l'are of John Adams, LL. D.,·
father of Rev. William Adams, D. D., of New York.

As an illustration of the early difficulties that young Peet manfully
met and overcame in his pursuit of a liberal education, we mention
that, at Andover, he earned a portion of his ~upport by gardening in
summer, and sawing wood in winter.

Mr. Peet entered the time honored walls of Yale in 1818, and'
graduated in 1822, taking rank with the first ten in his cl8B8. He
had made a public profession of faith in Christ 'ome years before,
and his original purpose was to devote himself to the work of the
christian ministry, but an invitation to engage as an instructor of the
deaf and dumb in the American Asylum at Hartford, ga,'e him an
opportunity of discovering his special fitness for this then new profes
sion. Thus began that career which hR8 proved 80 honorable to
himself, and so beneficial to that afHicted portion of the human family
In whOle senice his life has been spent.

The early SUcceBII and reputation of the American Asylum, which
made it, thirty years ago, in popular estimation, the model inatitution
of its kind, was mainly due to the careful and felicitous choice of its
early teachers. Mr. Peet's 8B8OCiates at Hartford were all able and
mOlt of them distinguished men. When we find that, among such
teachers as his seniors in the profession, Thomas H. Gallaudet, Laurent
Clen; Wl1liam C. Woodbridge, Lewis Weld, and William W. Turner,
Mr. Peetwas early distinguished in all the qualifications of an efficient
teacher or the deaf and dumb, we are prepared for the subeequent
eminence he attained. Within two years after he joined the Asylum,
he was selected as its steward, an office giving him the IOle control of
the household department, and of the pupils out of school hours.
The duties of this post were superadded to those of the daily instruc
tion of a class, either alone sufficient to occupy the energies of an
ordinary man. Shortly before 8!l&uming the duties of steward, he
had married his first wife, Miu Margaret Maria Lewis, daughter of

. Rev. Isaac Lewis, D. D., an estimable, 8CCOllIplished and pious woman,
who proved in every sense a helpmeet for him.

In the year 1830, the Directors of the New York Institntion for
the Deaf and Dumb, the second Ameriean school of its kind in priority
of data,-which had been for years losing ground in public estimation,
were awakened to the importance of placing their school on higher
ground. Seeking for a man whose weight of character, acquaintance
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with the most successful methods of instruction and tried efficiency as
a teacher and as an executive officer, would invite confidence in ad
vance, and justify it by the results; who could introduce improved
methods of instruction, in the school-l'ooms, and at the same time,
order and efficiency in all departments of the institution, their atten
tion was fortunately directed to Mr. Peet, who, almost alone in his
profesaion, had establisL.ed a reputation for equal aud eminent effi
ciency as a teacher and as the superintendent of an asylum. The

. offices of principal teacher and superintendent had been separated at
the New York Institution, much to the disadvantage of the institution.
The title of principal, uniting the two offices, was now tendered to,
aud accepted by Mr. Peet. He held likewise the office of secretary
of the Board of Direeto.., till he became its president fourteen years
later. The new bead of the institution thus had immediate control
of all departments of the establishment, with a seat .in the Board of
direction itself. While such an arrangement increases the labors and
responsibilities of the principal, it also makes success more fully de
pendent on the qualities and personal exertions of that officer, and,
where the man is equal to his task will secure higher results by secur
ing unity of will in all departments of the establishment.

Mr. Peat, entering on his new duties in New York, on the first
of February, 1831, found, in the task before him, abundant need of
all his energies and .resources. Order and comfort in the household,
discipline and diligence among the pupils, and interest aud method in
the llChool·room, had to take the place of oonfusion, negligence,
frequent insubordination, and imperfeot methods of instruotion. The
labors which Mr. Peet imposed upon himself at that period were
multitudinous and herculean. He practically inculcated that all
the inmates of the institution formed but one great family, and him
self as its head, taking with his wife and children his meals with
the pupils, rose to ask in the visible language of the deaf and dumb,
a blessing, and return thanks at every meal. He ever gave prompt
and paternal attention to the complaints and little petitions of his
pupils, and devoted for the first few weekB, a large share of his person
al attention to inculcating and enforcing habits of order and neat
nesa. He conducted, for the first year or two, without assist:l.nce, as
he has ever since continued to do in his turn, the religious exercises
with which the sohool is opened each morning and closed each
evening. On Sundays, he delivered two religious lectUl'es in signs,
each prepared with as much care as many clergymen bestow on their
sermons, and delivered with the impressire m8nner,luoid illustrations,
and perspicuous pantomime for which he was so eminent. He glu'e
his pcl'llonal attention to the school-reom arrangements of alI the
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classes, and to preparing lessons for the younger clalllles. He kept the
accounts and conducted the correspondence of the institution, and
attended the meetings of its Directors. He planned numerous im
provements in the details of every department of the establishment,
down to dividing the classes by screens, painting the floors, and
marking the linen,-and superintended their execution, And in
addition to all this amount of labor, enougb to talk tbe full energies
of m()!\t men, he taught with his accustomed eminent ability a class
during the regular school hours.

Those who were then members of the institution still retain a vivid
recollection of the wonderful powers of command which Mr. Peet dis
played over the male pupils, many of them stout young men, grown
up wild before coming to school, habitually turbulent, and prejudiced
in advance against the new principal. Equally vivid is their recollec
tion of the lucid and forcible manner, strongly in contrast with
the style of the former teathers, in which he was wont to deliver
in pantomime a religious lecture or a moral exhortation, or explain a
scripture lesson. Where some other teachers were only understood.
by a particular effort of attention, the signs of Mr. Peet were so clear
and impte8llive, even to those not. much conven;ant with the language
of the deaf and dumb; that they could have imagined themsel"es
actual spectators of the events he related, and in his gestures, and the
play of his features, traced all the thoughts and emotioI18 of the actor.

The following, preaerved by one of his assistants, as the first
Sabbath lecture delivered by Mr. Peet in the New York Institution,
(February 6, 1831,) may serve as a specimen of the outlines or skel
etons of these lectures, which were written out. on the large slates
at one side of the room, fit.ted up sa a temporary chapel;· the object
of preparing and writing out these skeletons being in part to aid the
lecturer, and in part to make the lecture an occasion of improvement
for the whole school in writ.ten language, 88 well as in moral and
religious knowledge. But no words would give an adequate idea of
the spirit and power with which these writ.ten outlines were explained
and illustrated in pantomime. "\\llat appeared on paper a mere
skeleton, under the hand of the teacher started to life, and swelled
out in full, natural and graceful proportions.

"Matlhew, 19: 14. But Jesus said, suffer little children to come
unto me, and forbid them not, fur of such is the kingdom of heaven.n

" The kingdom of heaven is that kingdom of which Christ is king.
All belong to it, whether in heaven or on earth, who lo\'e and obey him•

• Tbere".. DO roomlltted up u. ebapel in th. New York IDllllution till air. Peel look
eb&r(e oC It.
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All these enjoy his preeent favor, and t.lley will enjoy eternal glory
with him.

This is the kingdom to which childr::;} who eeek the hle&l!inga of
Christ belong.

They belong to it becauee they are united to it.
lit, In their feelings, 2d, in their eervicea, 3d, in their enjo)'menta,

'th, in their prospects."
REJrLECTlOJi8•

.. 1. Children who indulge in wicked feelings do DOt belong to the
kingdom of heaven.

2. Children should be kind and atrectionate to others, and try
to lead their companions to Christ.

8. Children should not seek their happin8IB in this worlo, for they
can not obtain it.

4. They who are humble and pious will go to heaven when they
die, and be happy forever.

6. If you are impenitent, and do not eeek the Cavor of Christ, you
can not be admitted into heaven."

In delivering a lecture like the above, to a congregation of deaf
mutes, for most of whom, signs are far more clear and impressh'e thau
words, and many of ""hom are in so rude a state of ignorance
that they have never distinctly contemplated many of the ideas
which seem simple and elementary to thOle who hear and speak, it is
Dece&l&ry for the teacher, at almost every word 011 his slate, to go back
to the simplest elements of thought, to define, analyze and illustrate;
to adduce familiar examples, and prefer always the concrete to the
abetract In this art of adapting his explanations and illustratious to
the comprehension of intellects u yet very imperfectly developed, &I

in other branches of his profe&llion, Mr. Peel. 11'&1 eminent.
The effect of Mr. Peet's labors 11'&1 soon e\inced in a marked

improvement in every department of the institution, which, from that
day to this, has been steadily gaining in reputation and usefulne&l!.
In the domestic department, he was well seconded by hiil excellent
wife, and by her devoted mend, Miss Martha Dltdley. In the de
partment of instruction, he had the able &IIIist.imce of Mr. Leon

• Vaysee, who had been invited a few months previously from the
institution of Paria, to which he returned three or four JeaTS later.
With this exception, Mr. Peel. had for some time, to labor alone.
The old teachers left within a year or two, and the selection of new
ones 11'81 a difficult task, for it is not every clever and well educated

. • Hr. Vay_ I. _lor plOfr..r .nd ts·0.lleio, HCOnd Dirrclnr, (yJce....lnclp.I.) of Ihe IIIIlI
tl1llon of Parl..
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Tonng man who is round, on trial, to pOSlle8ll the mental and physical
adaptation, necessary to success in the instruction of the deaf and
dumb, But in making the selection, Mr. Peet displayed his aceU8
tomed tact, and met with his wonted SUcce&ll. Within a few years,
the institution could boast of a corps of teache1'8 hardly to be rivaled
for zeal, talent, and special adaptation to their profession by those of
any similar institution in the world. •

In proportion as Mr. Peet succeeded in training up an efficient
corps of teachers, his labors were lightened. Each teacher, as he
acquired sufficient skill and readine8ll in pantomime, conducted the
religious exercises in tum, and took charge of the pupils out of
school in turn. And after the first three or four years, the principal
was relieved from teaching a class personally, to enable him to super
intend more at ease the general course of instruction, and the gener
al affairs of the institution. At a mnch later day, however, he volun
tarily assumed the instruction of the highest class for several tenns, in
a temporary scarcity of experienced teachers.

Mr. Peet was 800n called to experience a bereavement of the
heaviest kind. His amiable, intelligent and accomplished wife, for
8e\'en years, had added to the cares of a young family, the duties of
matron at the American Asylum, and on removing to New York,
continued to devote herself to the general ove1'8ight of the female
pupils, and of the domestic department, though relieved by her friend,
Miss Dudley, of much of the actual labor. There ill reason to fear
that her warm sympathy with the efforts of her husband to elevate, in

.every sense, the institution with whose interests and success he had
identified himself, led to greater exertions in her own department than
her feeble frame could support. A constitutional tendency to con
sumption became developed in the year following their removal to
New York, and soon assumed that character of beautiful yet hopeless
decline, 80 familiar to thousands whose dearest connections ha\"8

traveled this gentle declivity to the grave. Removed to her na
th-e air, in the vain hope of relief, she died at Hartford, ou the
23d of September, 1832, leaving three little sons,-an infant daugh
ter having been taken to heat-eu before her. Those who watched by
her death-bed, remember with deep and solemn interest, that in the
last moments of life, after the power of speech had failed, the dying
one was able to spell distinctly· the word IIOTHER. with her weak,
emaciated fingers. Did she mean to recall to her weeping sister her
promise to be 8 mother to the babe left motherless; or to convey that
the sainted spirit of her own mother, who had departed six years
before her, in the triumphs of faith, was hovering to welcome her

..
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on the confines of the spirit land r In the words of Lydia Huntly
Sigourney, wh06e little poem "The Last Word of the Dying" com
memorates this touching incident:

We toil to brook the seal with tiuitleBll pain,
Time's fellowllhip ill riven, earth's question ill in vain.

But in view of this and ot!u."r instances in which dying persons
have been able tp make intelligible communications by the aid of the
manual alphabet, after the power of speech has failed, we would sug
gest that a fsmiliarity with that alphabet may be of priceless \"alue
in many exigences easy to be conceived, but impossble to predict..

Three years after, Mr. Peet formed asccond connection, by marriage,
with Miss Sarah Ann Smith, daughter of Matson Smith, M. D., wh06C
wife was a lineal descendant of the first Mather's of New England.

As soon as the success of the institution, under its new head, had
become !luch M to invite public confidence, successful application was
made to the legislature of the state for an increase of pupils and ap
propriations; and there was at the same time an increase of those
pupils from families of better circumstances, who are attracted by th~

reputation or a school. The New York Institution became, within a
few years, the largest on this side of the Atlantic; and, gaining IIlowly
but surely, during a quarter of a century, in the confidence of the
public and of the legislature, it has recently overtaken even the insti
tution of London, long the largest in the world.

Mr. Peet did not confine himself to exhibiting such marked results
in his school as should challenge investigation and inspire confidence.
Feeling it his duty to use every means to secure the opportunity of a
good education to all the deaf and dumb children of the state, he la
bored, by his annual reports and other publications, to diffuse correct
information, and keep alive an interest in the cause of these unfor
tunate children. Almost every year he \'isited Albany, t.o urge the
claims of his institution on the legislature; and on 8u('h occASions,
his tact and knowledge of the world, not less than his distinguished
reputation, gave him mucli personal influence among tho members of
the legislature. It was customary, when an application on the part
of the deaf and dumb was before the house, to exhibit the attain
ments of a few of the pupils by special invitation, in the legislative
hall itself; a scene always of great interest to the members, and
which never failed to convince the most incredulous of the benefits of
instructing the deaf and dumb. On one OCCASion, in order to awaken
in remote parts of the state an interest which might (and did) result
in sending to school several promising deaf-mutes, hitherto kept in
heathen ignorance by the apathy or want of information of their
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friends, Mr. Peet traveled with a .deputation of his teachers and pu
pils from the Hudson river to Buffalo, and Niagara, holding exhibi
tions at the principal places on the route. A lively and graphic re
port of this tour is annexed to the twenty-sixth Annual Report of the
institution, from which we make an extract, bearing on a question
that has been raised by some, as to the propriety of public exhibitions
of the pupils of such an institution.

"From the above brief sketch, it will be seen that we held exhibi
tions in seventeen of the principal cities and villages west of Albany,
in five places repeating our exhibitions at the urgent request of the
citizens. The audiences assembled Wl're estimated at from two hqn
dred to two thousand. Probably in all from ten to fifteen thousand
persons, many of them among the best educated and influential
citizens of the state, have had the opportunity, through this excur
sion, of acquiring correct notions on the subject of the instruction of
the deaf and dumb, and of witnessing, many of them for the first
time, practical illustrations of the success attained under our system.

Many thousands besides, who could not personally attend, have
had their attention awakened to the subject, and have acquired some
degree of correct information, through the notices of our exhibitions,
published ,in the papers of the various places we yisitcd. We ba,-e
reason to believe that the results have been highly beneficial, and that
the large accession of promising pupils to the institution, within a few
weeks after our tour, is, in part attributable to the interest and atten
tion which we were the means of awakening.

The obstacles which the friends of deaf-mute education have to
encounter, are, partly, the prejudices of many, formed from occasional
instances of partial failure in instructing deaf-mutes under unfavora
ble circumstances, partly the incredulity of others, who refuse to be
lieve, upon report, facts as contrary to their own previous experience
as is the congelation of water, or the lengthened day and night of po
lar regions to that of an inhabitant of the equator j and partl)', the
indifference with which the great' bulk of mankind regard matters
which no pecUliar circumstances have pressed upon their personal no
tice.

There are thousands who regard the deaf and dumb with some
degree of compassion, and hear of the efforts made in their behalf
with cold approbation, but the subject has never taken hold of their
feelings. They hear of deaf-mute children in the families of their ac
quaintances, perhaps they meet them j they advise their being sent
to the institution j but the advice is too coldly given to turn the
scale, when, as is too often the case, there exists disinclination on the
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part of the parent or guardian. If we could infase, Into the maM of
our benevolent and educated men, a more heartfelt interest in this
subject,-if we could prompt each to warmer and more earnest etrol1e
in those cases that may come to his knowledgt',-if finally, the pastor
or magistrate, or professional man, in wboee neighborhood there may
be a deaf-mute growing up in ignorance, and in danger of being len
for life without the pale of social communion, and of christian bowl
edge, could be fully imprelllled with the momentolll coneequenoee a&
stake, and fully apprised of the only and eMy meaDS of escape, then
we should have less cause to complain that parents and guardians, of
ten uneducated themselves, take too little thought for the edncation
of their deaf and dumb children.

In this point of view, we trust our excul'Bion haa, in many placet.
sown the seed which may hereafter spring np and ripen to a gladden
ing harvest. Many men, now wielding, or destined to wield an im
portant inftuenoo, attended our exhibitioDll. In two or three places
the opportunities of this kind were peculiarly favorable. In Auburn,
for il18tance, the students of the Theological Seminary were present
at our lecture and exercises. Theeo young men are destined to go
forth into the various cities and towns of the state, to exert a high
mornl and intellectual inftuence, ud u-officio, to take the lead in
benevolent undertakings. That this body of men ahould be correctly
informed of the extent to which the instruction of the deaf and dumb
is practicable; that they ahould be warned agaiMt the blind enthusi
asm tbat, aiming at too much, fails of accomplishing the greatest
practical good, and that their feelinga should be interested in view of
the striking intellectual, moral and religioul contrast between the edu
cated and the unedueated deaf·mute, is a great point gained, and can
hardly be too highly appreciated."

When Dr. Peet, (we find it e~ier to apeak of him by that now
familiar title, though tho degree of L1. D., conferred on him by the
regents of the university of New York, is of somewhat later date than
the period we are now speaking o~) had been able to collect around
him such a corpe of well trained teachers that his daily attention to
the routine of instruction was no longer required, be turned hia atten
tion to the preparation of a course of instruc.tion, or a series of lan
guage l088ons, adapted to the peeuliar circumstancea of a cl8S8 of
deaf-mu1es,-tben a very lerious want. Several attempts, under the
apur of urgent necessity, bad indeed been made to provide such Ies
IODB; and in two or three instaoOOll, they had been printed to aave
copying with a pen i but theae little books were of a character un
satisfactOry ~en to their authorl; and, Buch as they were, copies were
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no longer to be proellred in sufficient numbers for a school. Dr.
Peet, therefore, finding nothing he could use, and little even to im
prove upon, beyond lOme hints in the Fl't'nch work of Bebian, and
the manWlCl'ipt leaaona previoualy used in his own school, was obliged
to go back to the 6rat principles of the art i and fonowing these to
their logical results in the light of his long experience, and intimate
acquaintance with the peculiarities of the deaf and dumb, he produced
a COlUlIe of leaaona on • plan in many respects entirely new. The
first fruit of his labora, after being tested for a few months in his own
school, 1'&8 published in the spring of 1844, with the title of, "A Vo
cabulary and Elementary Lessons for the Deaf and Dumb." It met,
(says Dr. Peet in the preface to the IlOOOnd edition,) with" favor and
81lCCll111! beyond the author's hopes," being received with a satisfaction
amounting in lOme caaea to enthusiasm. The firat edition being ex
hanated much 800ner than was anticipated, it was reviaed with great
care, and under the title or" Elementary LesIOns, being a course of
iDStzuction for the Deaf and Dumb, Part Firat," has gone through
two or three editiona, and is still the only text-book in general uae
for the younger clasaea in the American Institutiona for the Deaf and
Dumb. Orders haye alao been received for copies to be uaed in British
schooJa; and missionaries whose task, like that of the teacher of deaf
mutea, is to teach the first rudiments of the English language to in
tellects but imperfectly deyeloped, have found Dr. Peet's Elementary
LeuoDB • very suitable text-book ror that purpoee.

The suoceaa of the Firat Part encouraged the author to proceed with
hiB undertaking of supplying that total want or acceptable elementary
boob,which bad 80 seriously increased the labors of teachers of the ..
dear and dumb. A Second Part was published in 1845, a little
volume of Scripture Lessons in 1846, the new edition or the First Part,
already mentioned, the aame year, and finally a new Second Part, by
which the Second Part publiahed in 1845 became the Third Part, ap-
peared in 1849. A carerully revised edition of Dr. Peet's Scripture
LessoDB appeared in the latter year, and being equally wen adapted
to the use of children who hear, besides the edition for the use of the
deaf and dumb, • large edition was put in general circulation by the
American Tract Society.

The "Course of Instruction," as far &8 prepared, thU8 coDBists of
four volumes, or which the Elementary Lessons and the Scripture
LesaoDB have been received with the m08t general approbation. Ex
perience has shown that the arrangement of the Second and Third
Parts is sl18Ceptible of improvement, and if Dr. Peet's life and health
are spared. it is understood that he bas in view to revise both. and

.P



•

IUJtVBY nncDLB PaT.

perhaps, to add a work, long the great desideratum in the instrDet.ion
o( the dcaf and dumb, a Methodical Vocabulary, in two parts. the
First Part embracing the worda of our language, in an ideological or
der, so explained and illustrated, that the deaf-mute student once
made familiar with the principle of cl8lllification, can find in it the
word he needs to express a given idea; while the Second P~ in the
cUBtomary alphabetical order, by means of simple definitions and illus
trations, by cuts where practicable, and by referencea to the First Part,
shall more readily enable a deaf-mute to discover the meaning of a
word than he generally can by the definitions in our common English
dictionariea. Such a work would render to a deaf-mute student the
aame aid both in reading and compoaing, that the English student
finds in his double lexicons of Latin, or whatever other language he
has in hand. For want of such a work, a deaf-mute, for whom the
language of hiB countrymen iB always a foreign language, the lan
guage of signa being his "ernacular, can only obtain a word he needs
to expresa a given idea by application to a lh"ing teacher; ROd the
definitions in our dictionaries are seldom well adapted to hiB use.
But great B8 would be the advantages of such a work, the labor of
preparing it would evidently be so great that the few who have at
tempted it have recoiled. And perhaps the advanced years of Dr.
Peet, and his many other avocations may not permit him to under
take it. He iB understood to be now employing hiB leisure upon a
a School History of the United States, which, while its simplicity and
perspicuity of style shall adapt it to the use of the deaf and dumb,
will be equally well adapted (or children who hear; and in which
it is proposed to take special care to secure accuracy of statement, B8
well B8 to preserve the interest by the ·choice of incidents.

The limits of a sketch like this will not permit us to give, 81 we
were tempted to do, an exposition of the plan of Dr. Peet's course
of instruction. Such an exposition may be found in some able arti
cles contributed by him to the "American Annals of the Deaf and
Dumb," a quarterly, published at Hartford." We can here only ex
plain that the plan of the" Course" iB founded on a principle of phi
losophical progress, beginning with the words and phrases that accu
ratelyexpress ideB8 already familiar to the pupil, on the great funda
mental principle that ,. ideas should precede names," and thence go
ing by gradual and skillfully arranged steps from the simple to the
complex, from the concrete to the abstract i so that, B8 far III practi
cable, only one difficulty shan be introduced at one time, and each

• See In particular, VOL. fir., p. 99, and on j aJ.o Dr. Peet'a article on the Coone o( In
.uuetIDn, In tbe Proceedinp o( lbe Second ConTention, etc I p. 311, and on.

•
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difficulty o\'ercome shall sen"e llS a stepping stone to Ule next. Cuts
are, of course, used for explaining words and phrases, wherever prac
ticable; and the reading lessons are admirably simple in style and
construction, yet attractive and piquant.

Simple and obvious as these principles are,-in their practical ap
plication there is much room for divergence of opinion; and even the
first step can not be intelligently taken except by one who is familiar
with the mental habits of the deaf and dumb, and knows that when
they first come to the instructor, the current of their private though til

is very different from that seriG9 of abstract and general propositions
which prevail in the meditations of those who hear,-that they think
by "direct iutuition,"-as though, in a sort of mental camera ob
"UTa, objects with their qualities and actions were continually passing,
Hence Dr. Peet begins with words and phrases correctly representing
these mental images; at first single words, a boole, a h07,e, a bird j

then descriptive phrases, made more intelligible by contrast, as a
black boole, a white book; a large har,e, a small bird. Numbers and
the plural form are early introduced, and verbs first appear under the
form of the participle, IUl a horae runniRg, a bird ,/lying, it being con
sidered that these phrases acccurately describe the pictures ~hown to
the pupil, whereas no pictures will adequately represeut the sentences,
TM hors, runa j The bird ,/lie,. Hence the finite verb is deferred
till, by the development of hilJ ideas during two or three months of
instruction, and by some practice in appreciating the divisions of time,
the pupil has become able to apprehend those ideas of assertion and
time which constitute the essence of the ,'erb. And at his first intro
duction to the verb, care is taken to make a distinction which, for
want of such early care, we have known many educated mutes to go
through life without being able to appreciate, the ,distinction between
the actual present, .. Mary ill dancing," and the habitual present,
.. Mary dances sometimes." In this philosophical spirit the work is
planned, and it is no small praise to say that the execution is worthy
of the plan.

In order to take all Dr. Peet's series of school books for the deaf
and dumb in one view, we have anticipated the ol'der of time, The
institution was, by it.~ charter, placed under the care and control of a
Board of Directors, eompOlled of twenty-five of the most rel<pectable
and intelligent citizens of New York, men whose judgment might aid
the principal in the management of the infotitution, and whose social
and political influence had much weight with the legislature in its
behalf. The presidency of this board was successively filled by such
men as DeWitt Clinton, Samuel L. Mitchell, LL. D., Re\'. James Mil-
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nor, D. D., and Robert C. Cornell. On the death of the two last, which
occurred within a few months of each other in the tlpring of 1845, the
title of president was, by general consent, and 81 a just tribute to his
eminent worth and sen'ices, conferred on Mr. Peet; the firstl lind we
believe the only case in which tbe principal or superiutendent of luch
no institntion is also president of its Board of Directors or Trustees.
(The degree of Doctor of Laws, (LL. D.,) was conferred on Mr. Peet,
as we ha\'e said, by the regents of the university, three or four yeal'll
later.) This change of title bronght no change in the immediate
relations of Dr. Peet to the in!\titution. lle continued, as be has
e\"er done, to reside in the building, to fulfill the duties both of the
head of the institution, and the head of the family; and to give hill
personal attention and the benefit of his great experience in all CBSCII

of difficulty in any department or the establishment.
It 11'88, we think, early in the year, 18U, that the Hon. HOI'lle8

!lann, returning from a visit of inspection to the educational institu
tions of Europe, especially of Germany, published his report, in which
lie took occasion to 88y that, in his opinion the "Institutions for the
Deaf and Dumb in PrWlSia, Saxony, nnd IIolland, are decidedly
superior to any in this country." On examinatiOJJ, it appeared that
the distinguished author of this report, who, with all his eminent zeal
for the cause of education, and admitted ability, was too apt to jump to
conclusions upon insufficient premises, had formed this opinion npon
a ,'ery superficial examination of the German schools, and n9 euminll
tion at all of our own. Still the specific point of difference on which
his opinion ,vas based, that the German teachel"8 teach, or attempt to
teach their deaf pupils to speak, while oUI"8 had long since formally
relinquished that attempt, WR8 prima facie such as to make an
impression on the public mind, ever mo\"ed by novelties, and prone to
belie,'e in the marvelous. Though, therefore, all the evidence we then
had went to show that even in the German language, much more
favorable to such an attempt than our own, the teaching or articula
tion to the deaf and dumb seldom yielded any resqlta of real practical
"alue, while it certainly involved a heavy waste of time and labor,
still it seemed proper to ascertain by actual examination whether W8

were in fact so fsr behind the German or other European schools, that,
if there were "alusble lessons to be learned, we might learn them, and
if not, that our institutions, might retain in the public estimation the
place they had so hardly won. To this end, each of the two oldest
and largest American Institutions for the deaf and dumb, sent an
ftgent to Europe. The American Asylum, 8ent its late e8teemed prin
cipal, Mr. Weld, and the New York Institution, sent one of ita former



HARVEY PaINDLE "ST. 245

instrllctors, Re{'. GOO1'ge E. Day, now a professor in the Lane TIleolog
ic&l Seminary, Ohio. The reports of these gentlemen made after
very full and candid examination, were justly held to be conclusive
that, on the whole, the results of our system of instruction were supe
rior to those obtained in the Gennan schools. Mr. Peet's letter of
instruction to Mr. Day, prefixed to the report of the latter, (see Twenty
Sixth Annual Report of the New York Institution,) is esteemed a
model paper of its kind, and shoWI how fully and c1ea.rly its author
understood, in advance, all the bearings of the question at il'Sue.
Seven years later, (in the spring of 1851.) Dr. Peet himself, with his
eldest son and three of his pupils, visited Europe on l\ similar errand;
and made a voluminous report on the condition of the European
schools he visited, and on the various systems of instruction he found
in use. whieh is oue of the W08t valuable and interesting documents
of tile kind eltant, and at the same time, a graphic and agreeable
book of travels. While in Loudon, on this oocasion, he took part in
the first annual convention of British teachers of the deaf and dumb.

The first com'ention uf American Instructors of the Deaf and Dumb,
had been held at the New York Institution, a year before this time,
(in 1850,) and Dr. Peet, returned from Europe just in time to attend
the second convention, held at Hartford, in August, 1851. Two other
conventioDs have been held since, (the interval having been changed
from one to two years, and two meetings postponed 1\ yeM, from un
favorable and unforeseen circumstances.) At all these oonventionll,
Dr. Peet, to whose elertions and influence the holding of the first
eon\'ention was mainly due, took a leading part. Besides, in the dis
cussioDfi that arose, freely imparting the benefit of his rare experience
to his younger brethren, papers of great value, and prepared with
much labor and research, were presented by him at each convention,
and published with its proceedingll. Of these papers, we will particu
larize that on the .. Origin and Early History of the Art of Instruct
ing the Deaf and Dumb," presented at the first convention, and al80
iuserted in the American Annals, (IlL, 129 and on,) and the" Report
on the Legal Rights and Liabilities of the Deaf and Dumb," prel!ented
at the fourth convention, whose proceedings are not yet publifi.hed, but
an imperfect copy of this paper appeared in the American Journal of
Insanity, last summer. The former of these papers corrects several
errors of Degerando, hitherto almost the only authority usually refer
red to on that subject; and the latter has been pronounced by com
petent judges a valuable contribution to our legal literature, and sup
plies information which hithel'to could be obtained only by very extea
life and laborious research.
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We will close our account of Dr. Peet's contributions to the litera
ture of deaf·mute instruction, by noticing three or four other remark
able productions j the address at the dedication of the chapel of the
Ne\v York Institution, (December 1846,) that delin'reo on the oc.rl\
sion of laying the comer-stone of the North Carolina In~titution,

(April, 1848,) the "Report on the Education of the Deaf and Dumb
in the Higher Branches of Learning," (1852,) which led to the estab
li~hrncnt of the IIigh Class in the New York Institution, a measure
that has contributed eS6Cntially to elevate the general standard of
deaf-mnte educatiou j* and the curious article on the" Notiolls of the
Deaf and Dumb before Instruction, especially on Religious Subjects,"
,vhich appeared in the Bibliother8 Sacra for July, 1855. In the lust.
mentioned article, it is shown that, whate\'er may be the ability of the
human intellect in a high stage of development, to arrive at just and
ennobling conceptions of a Creator and supreme governor of the
"World, the uneducated deaf and dumb have, in no clearly attested
instances, originated, from their own reflections, the idea of God, or of
a Creator.

Space is wanting for a more particular notice of these and other
papl:rs, nor can we here enumerate the topics treated of in the Annual
Reports of the New York Institution, ,,·hich, unlike the generality of
such reports, instead of being confined to details of local or temporary
interest,-discuss with Dr. Peet's characteristic ability, fullness of
infonnation, and comprehensiveness of eXAmination, the most import
ant topics connected directly or indirectly, with the subject of deaf
JUute instruction. The Thirty-Fifth Report, for instance, embr80Cll the
fullest and best digested body of statistics of the deaf and dumb which
has been yet published.

Dr. Peet has been fortunate in his children. He has the ahIe !Wist
nnce of hiB two elder sous, accomplished teachers of the deaf and
dumb, in his own institution. The eldest, as te8<.'her of the lIigh CllIS.'
has had the satisfaction of training up the best educated class of deaf
mutes taken 88 8 class, that ever gmdu"ted.

Dr. Peet hl18 now nearly reached the accomplishment of his last.
great labor, the planning nnd erection of buildings that will mAke the
New York Institution, in Ihat respect, 8S we belie\'c it to be in all
others, 8 model institution of its kind. In this, and in his other labors
for the benefit of the deaf and dumb, he has been ably seconded by
an intelligent and energetic Board of Director!!. Fl'Om the mode of

-IL i. due 10 Oeneral P. M. W.lmore, rocoDdy ylc.·p ident or Ihe In,liIutlon, 10
••y that. in lhe eslAbll.hmont of the 1II11'h Cl.....1 10 other me u ..... (oJ< lhe ""nplit of tbe
rlea! and dumb, ho r.ndered nry ...Ioablo aid, aud mtrilalhe It\oliDll gralitude of It. d....and
d"mb or New \'ork. •
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election, by a few life members IUId subscribers, and the gratuitous
nature of their serviOOll, the Directors of the New York Institution are
solely men attracted together by benevolent interest in the. cause of
the deaf and dumb, and respect for, and sympathy with the character
of the president. Hence it is that they have been so ready to appre
ciate, encourage and aid his labors. In this matter of the erection of
the new buildings, especially, it required zeal, foresight, and sanguine
trust in the future, to prevent that perfection of plan and proportions
so admirable in the new buildings from being sacrificed to a severe,
though temporary pecuniary pressure.· Of thOlle features that ha,-e
been more particularly the object of Dr. Peet's person.l attention and
solicitude, we may specify the arrangements and apparatus for warm
ing and ventilation.

From this sketch oC Dr. Peat's public life, his character as a chris
tian gentleman, as the head. of an institution, as a teacher, as an
accomplished master of the language of pantomime, as a leader and
energetic laborer in all movements Cor the benefit of the common
cause of deaf-mute education,-and as the author of the best existing
series of works in our language, perhaps in any language, on the
instruction of the deaf and dumb,-though inadequately set forth,
will, we trust, be apparent to the reader. But to his many friends,
and to the hundreds of deaf-mutes who, educated under his care, have
learned to love and honor him as a father, such a portraiture will
appear not only feeble, but very incomplete, as omitting one oC Dr.
Peat's most prominent traits of character,-his warm benevolence of
heart,-oC which the best illustration is the filial affection with which
be is regarded by his pupils, the warm and active interest he has ever
taken in their temporal and spiritual welfare, and the aid he has ever
been ready to give to any of his former pupils who deserved and stood
in need of bis assistance. When dismissing his pupils at the end of
their course, he is wont to give each a little letter of advice, in wbich,
encourBKing them to seek his aid in any future season of trouble, he
says, "Come to us, I repeat, with the confidence of children to a father.
We shall be ever ready to redress your wrongs, to seek for you employ
ment that shall ensure for you comfort and respectability i and in
those affiictioDS which only time and Providence can relie\-e, to afford
the sympathy and advice that may inspire consolation, patience, and
cheerfulness." And the instancea are not few in which this pledge
has been fulfilled.

• The ...uk of Ibe pecuniary dim.lllli.. referred 10, baa been Ihallhe !lIate of Ne. Yortr,
bMftWmlllJy ..umed Ihe prnprlelonhip or Ihe Inotllulion, mallliainlni il .. tll& II baa thua
b~me In IllUl1e, aailloul h... been uftldO, a Stale IMlltullon.
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Comparing the present state of the iDlltitution with what it was in
1830, then a small and inferior echool, ill provided with teacbers,
without any good plan of instruction, or acceptable aeris of leBllODB i
now in the very foremost rank of lpecial educational iDBtitutions,
furnishing text-books and teIlchers to other echools, and looked to as
a model, Loth in its system of instruction and the plan of ita buildings,
by its results and publicationl elevating tbe standard of deaf-mute
instruction, Rnd I!preading abroad an interest that leads to the (ound
ing of new institutions, Dr. Peet may well feel that tbe earnest and
unfaltering labor of twenty-eix yelU"l bas not been in vain. He has
not, we trust, nearly reached the term ofhis active uaefulnetlll. Though
crowned wi1.h the glory of grey hRirs, judging from his erect form,
active atep, and unabated powers of attention to the duties of bis ardu
ous poI!t,-the deaf and dumb of New York, and of the wbole Union
may, for years to come, benefit by his labol'll. And wben the time
ahall come for retire"ment from active labor, be will known that the
bleuing& of hundreds follow him down the vale of years, and that the
future of the institution to which his life has been devoted,-with ita
great trust for the benefit of the deaf and dumb of generations to como,
may urely be left in the care of the teachers be has trained up.




