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The said articles at large, with sundry other particulars
appertaining thereunto, together with the particulars concern-
ing the plotting contrivements, menacings, and insolencies of
the Narragansets against the English, together with the pro-
vision and preparation made by the English for an expedition
against them, with the yieldings and compliance of the said
Narragansets to the English, composition and articles of agree-
ment made with them, etc., these are all to be seen as they
are at large extent in the records of the commissioners for the

united colonies of New England, whereunto I refer the
reader.*

1644.

This year Mr. Edward Winslow was elected governor of the
jurisdiction of New Plimouth. Mr. William Bradford, Mr.
Thomas Prince, Mr. William Collier, Mr. Timothy Hath-
erly, Mr. John Brown, Mr. William Thomas, and Mr. Ed-
mund Freeman, were elected his assistants in government.

This year Mr. John Atwood died. He was a godly man,
singularly endowed with the grace of patience, and having a
large estate, became a useful benefactor to the colony of New
Plimouth. He departed this life expressing great faith in

before it was accomplished. It was not only domestic, but foreign enemies
that induced this confederation, which may well be called the embryo of the
Constitution of the United States. The names of the first commissioners from
Plymouth, were Gov. Winslow and Mr. Collier. They met, at first, once
a year, alternately at Boston, Plymouth, Hartford, and New Haven, but
afterwards, once in three years. The articles of confederation may be seen
in Hutch. vol. i. 118-119. It is said the union subsisted until 1686, when
the charters of the colonies were vacated.

These commissioners were made the dispensers of the bounty of the Society
for propagating the Gospel among the Indians, of which there is an account
in the Appendix ; and the English government countenanced and encour-
aged both objects. The letters of Charles the Sccond take notice of this con-
federacy without any objection to its establishment.— Ibid. It seems to
have been a kind of Congress: the representation was two from each colony.
— Trumb. Hist. of Conn. i. p. 124; Winth. Jour.

* See Acts of the Commissioners for the United Colonies of New England,
Anno 1644, and 1645. — M.
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Christ, and a cheerful expectation of the restoration of his
body at the general resurrection in glory.

This year many of the town of Plimouth, by reason of
some straits that were upon them, took up thoughts of remov-
ing to some other place, for their better accommmodation, and
for that end made a more exact and particular discovery of a
place called by the Indians Nauset; which place being pur-
chased by them of the Indians, divers of the considerablest of
the church and town removed thither,-and erected a town,
which is now called by the name of Eastham.®

1645.

This year Mr. William Bradford was elected governor of
the jurisdiction of New Plimouth. Mr. Edward Winslow,
Mr. Thomas Prince, Mr. William Collier, Capt. Miles Stan-
dish, Mr. Timothy Hatherly, Mr. John Brown, and Mr. Ed-
mund Freeman, were elected his assistants in government.

The commissioners of the united colonies of New England
were called together this year, before their ordinary time of
meeting,} partly in regard of some differences between the
French and the government of the Massachusetts, about their
aiding of Monsieur Latore and Monsieur de Aulney, and
partly about the Indians, who had broken their former agree-
ments about the peace concluded the year before; as concern-
ing such conclusions and determinations which passed in this

® This place was called Nauset, and the east side of the town still retains
that name. The church having caused an exploration of the place, and
made the purchase of the land of the natives, the court granted or confirmed
to “the church, or those of them who go to dwell at Nauset, all the tract of
land lying between sca and sea, from the purchased bounds of Namsheket
to Herringbrook, at Billingsgate.” The first settlers were but seven fam-
ilies, of which Gov. Prince was one, and though the removal was much re- -
gretted by the church, it became the means of securing the friendship and
improvement of the numerous Indians in the vicinity, so that they took no
part in the subsequent wars against the English. The church at Eastham
was the third from the Plymouth church. — Hist. East. 12, 18.

+ This meeting was held the 28th of July, 1645. — M.





