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EDITOR’S PREFACE.
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Tae editor is in such relations to the public, that, though
they will hardly hold him to answer for the truth of the fol-
lowing history, they have a right to demand that bis agency
in its publication should proceed on the ground of his personal
satisfaction that, in patronizing the * Australian Captive” as an

~ authentic narrative, they are the subjects of no imposition. He

accepts this issue. He will not endorse the statements put
forth in the subsequent pages,—they are on the authority of
the adventurer; but, on the other hand, did he not believe
them entitled to the reader’s credit, no consideration would
engage him to bear a hand in palming them upon the public.
From personal acquaintance, as well as from various collateral
circumstances, to say nothing of internal evidence, which
nevertheless is striking, he has no hesitation in professing his
conviction that the adventurer aims at a plain and true relation
of facts, from beginning to end.

“Of facts.” At a few points the editor has taken t.lm liberty
of elucidating the subject by introducing some statistic and
other kindred matters. And when the reader is aware that
the relator, though strikingly shrewd, of quick perception and
a strongly retentive memory, is quite uneducated, he will
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hardly need a suggestion as to the anthorship of an occasional
reflection on a wmoral, or a speculation on some philosophic
subject : much less will the style and general structure of this
unpretending ].Jroduction appear to him of doubtful origin,

But for the deficiency referred to, the “ Captive” would have
returned from the ferra incognita—the interior of New Holland
—-with materisl for an invaluable addition to the confessedly
meagre stores of knowledge touching the gengraphy of the
third continenl. Even as it is, the edilor induiges the hope,
that the fullowing unlettered sketches of Australia and of the
sboriginal Australians, will ot be found entirely veid of inter-
est, even lo persons of science.

Its extent considered—2000 miles north and south by
2600 east and west¥—there is, probably, no country on the
globe, not even Africa, of which se little is known, and of
which that little is liable to juster imputations of inuccuracy.
‘When all this is considered, and that it is a slate of things
which, from the natural and invincible causes producing it is
likely to ba of .indefinite continuance, the scientific, instend of
wailing the report of some topographieal oxploring expedition,
or some narrative of & wmore favered “Captive” from the
guarler-deck, will, mayhap, accept the offering contained in
these pages, furnished though it be by & castaway and a cap-
tive from the forecastle,

Life in the Australian bush, as the reader will find it de-
picted, is under mnore conatraint, and wears Jeas the air of

® Murray: his miles ars Englieh.
1 These mmen are the want of pavigable rivers, the diffenlty of
the mountain passcs, and the marshy state of the lavel country.
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saiuralness, by resson of the loss of  sheet that was to have
supplied the blank names of various persons and things in thad
pari of the narmative: & oea the more regretted, ma it has booa
found imiamible to repair it.

Among the mistakes, inseparable, more or les, from the
recital of such multitudinous d-tails, some will doubtiess
be found in foreign names, both of persons and other objects.
Many, it is true, have been corrected ; while enough remain to
furnish ample exercise for the reader’s forbearance; it having
been found impossible to bring them to the test of any known
authorities,
~ Afer much effort to eivilize the subsequent descriptions of
scones in savage life, some of them have proved impracticable
on any emendatory principles known to the editor. His only
option, therefore, seemed to lie between their utter exclusion,
on the one hand, and & faithful adberence to, at least, tha
sense of the original matter-of-fact memorands, on the otber.
The latter alternative has been adopted. Whoaver would
contemplate man as he is, must look for+him in darkness =
well ns light ; as grovelling and ferocious, on the one hand, ss
he is elevated and godlike on the other,

This history of personal adveutures goes to the public with
admitted and great deficiencics. When the reader, however,
finda it silent on topics which would readily have suggested
themeelves to the literary adventurer, and that the interest of
the subject suffers in consequence, he will do well to reflect
that it is one of the cases in which the editorship is not respon-
sible, and for which it possesses no homorsble remedy. Had
the writer entered on his humble labor with ths licenss of the
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fietionist; had he even felt at liberty to mend the record, it
had certainly issued in a very different, and, poesibly, & much
more engaging relation. A governing nim has been, at all
events, to leave the story & true one, in whatever graces of a
more captivating character it may be found defective.

The “ Australian Captive” is believed to be a new charactar,
If any other civilized man has returned from a forced and
lengihiened residence among the Anthropophagi of New Iol-
land, and told the story of what he saw and suffered among
them, the writer of this book has no knowledge of it

Lrwooxviere, N. Y., 1851,

el el e

Nore—The two portraits are Daguerreotypea of the original—the
best that could be procured in that part of the {ar Weet to which
he had removed before the satisfuctory eompletion of the narrative,
The fronkispiece, if the artist prove successful, will exhibit him in his
sailor's guise; the second, es he may be supposed to have appeared
fter his escape and lavation, or board the British hrig. Both, how-
ever, are 1o be taken with an allowance of ten years in the ags of the
subject ; that being the time between his metamorphois from savage
to civilized life, and the dale of the two Duguerreographa,

Lxapoavites, Oolk 1952,
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THE AUSTRALIAN CAPTIVE.
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CHAPTER]. &

Nativity and early boyhood.—Short apprenticeship.—Shipw In n troller.
—First eruse—Ubwelecome meeling—A diffioulty eettled—The
North Seas—Harsh trastment.—Runs away from his ship.-~Found
by & kineman, and restored io his friendse—Re2nters his appren-
ticeabip.—Second escape—Ships in the May Flower.—Malagn—
The hurping ship—A gale—Boy loat.—DBelfsst and breakfsat —
London.

My nativity dates Dec. 19, 1821, in that part of
Old England yclept Detsom, in the neighborhood of
Dartmouth, in the county of Devonshire. Of my
father, I can say but little, as he followed the sea, and
as I followed him to that element, at an early period,
to return no more. Unlike most sea-faring men, how-
ever, he ended his days, as I'was happy to learn, at
home, and in the bosom of his family. He died Nov.
1842, .

‘Whether inberited from him, I am unable to say,
but, from my earliest recollection, I was beset by a
strong penchant for & life on the ocean, Aware of
thig, and, at the same time, determined to over-rule

. . 2
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. it, he apprenticed me, when in my eleventh year, to

an honest miller in the neighborhocd. In a twelve-
month, however, acting under the blind impulse of an
increasing passion for sea-life, I left him clandestinely
for Brixham, and shipped in a troller, The Friends,
Capt. Griswold, belonging to that place, I was now
a little less than twelve years of age. After disposing
of ber cargo of fish at Portsmouth, our ship returned
to Brixbam ®%o refit for Ramsgate, from whence she
was ¢ proceed to the North Seas.

In the mean time, & young man of my acquaint-
ence having met me oun shore and carried tidings of
my whereabouts to my mother, she, with a neighbor-
ing womanp, intercepted me in the nick of time, when
I was setting the captain on shore for the last time,
Here she told the captain, what I dare say he had
zuspected before, that I was a runaway, and added,
what, probably, he had not so much reason for sus-
pecting, that I bad a master who would not allow me
to go to sea, without making my abductor trouble.
As T was unwilling to return, however, the captain
told my mother that, being ready to go to sea that
afternoon, if T were permitted to accompany him, and
should be satisfied to continue in his service, he would,
on his return from that voyage, sco my master, and
AITAnge matlers with him to his satisfaction. To this,
as the best terms ghe could effect, my poor mother
assented; when she returned home, and her unheed-
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ing boy, once more aboard ship, stood away for Rams-
gate.

Dec. 19, 1833, we arrived at the place last men-
tioned, and thence, after two daye, made sail for the
North Seas, where we trolled successfully for three
mobths

Here my captain, who had allured me into his ser
vice by promises of kind treatment, soon showed
himself in his troe character of a tyrant. When
heaving up the troll, I was required to stand down in
the hold, and coil away the nine-inch hawser.” Fail-
ing to suit the time and manner of this and various
other operations, equally upadapted to my juvenile
capacity, to his caprice, a thwack on the head with a
handspike was the almost certain hint for the neces-
sary improvement. At other times, after I had spent
the night with a lantern at mast-head, I was zent be-
low for the brandy, with orders to serve a glasa to
each of the men; which done, I was ordered to carry
it below, and all without intimating permission to
appropriate a drop to my own benefit. On one of
these occasions, after the brardy and I were below, 1
thought, “If the gkipper will not ask me, T will even
ask myself to take a glass;” and, thoughtlesa of the
watching eye which had followed me down the com-
panion, suited the action to the word. On reaching
the deck, he seized me by the collar, and demanded,
% Who authorized you to drink my grog?” "Of course
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I conld quote no authority on that head which would
have been likely to satisfy my interrogator. The
next part of the ceremony was performed by meana
of the tiller rope, in the shape of a sound thrashing,
and the whole was concluded with somethingintended
for wit, which went off on the idea of my double
warming, by way of brandy and the hemp. This state
of things continued, without interruption, till one of
the men, in whose presence he gave me a brutal blow,
interfered by saying: “If you strike that boy again, I
will strike you." The consequence of this was any-
thing but a pleasant state of feeling between the
twain. To me, however, as kicks and cuffs came with
a sensibly diminished frequency, the effect amounted
to o clear gain,

April, 1834. We anchored at Ramsgate. On put-
ting the captain asbore and returning to the ship, I
found that another boy and myself were left, for the
tima, in sole charge. Predetermined, as I had been
for some time, to take mysell off upon the first oppor-

tunity, I thought to myself, “ Now is my time.” On
going ashore, I found myself a perfect stranger, and
without a farthing in my pocket. At Drixbam, where
the cruise would have been up, I should have been
entitled to my wages. Instead of submitting to pres-
ent inconvenience, for a few days, which a wiser head
would have dome, I chose to sacrifice all other con-
siderations to the gratification of a longing for imme-
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diate release from an irksome bondage. Unable to
pay for lodgings, I went to the steamhouse, and took
them in comfortable proximity to the boilers, along-
side of which I slept till morning. At daylight, I
was among the shipping, in quest of a passage to
Brixham, Presently I lighted on a ship bound to
that place, loaded with oranges, from St Michael's.
On application to the captain, le replied that he
could not afford to pay me wages, but would allow
me to wory iny passage, ‘The reader will readily
imagine that, situated 28 I was, this offer was readily
embraced. The next aficrnoon, as we were hanling
out of the basin, I saw my old skipper looking from
the pier-head to see if I was on board of 'any of the
ships that went out with that tide; and having very
little notion of being towed Dback to the troller, I went
below, where I stayed till we were fairly out of the
bagin, when I went to the deck and to my work.
May 7. We arrived at Brixham. On landing,
whom should I meet but the wife of my late captain.
By some means she koew me, and asked where her
busband was, and whetber I had not left him. To
the latter part-of her question, I replied in the affir-
mative ; and added, that I did not mean te return.
She eaid, if I would not return, she would bave me
taken up and sent back; alleging, that I wes under
engagement to be apprenticed to bim at the end of
the voyage. While words were runaing high between
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us, a gentleman came up, to whom, upon being ques-
tioned, I gave a true statement of the matter in dis-
pute. Farther questions elicited mine and my father’s
name, as well as the place to which we both belonged ;
when he said, that his name was Henry Jackman,
and that he was my uncle; adding, It is many years
since I have seen your father; but I am very happy
to see you here.” Then, turning to the skipperess,
he advised her to give herself no farther trouble 2hout
me, a3 he should see me properly taken care of; at
which we bade her ladyship good-hye, and he con-
ducted me to his boarding-house. On the way he
told me, what T conld not deny, that he supposed I
was a run;:way from home; that I was too youug to
be knocking ahoutalone at this rate, and advised me
to go home and stay there ; adding, that be was going
there, and would take me with him, at all events.
Accordingly, the next morning we started. T need
not say, that my dear mother was overjoyed to see
me, nor that she strongly supported my uncle’s advice
to return to my old master, the miller, and serve out
my time. To this, though my inclination to wander
was gcarcely less strong than ever, I at last assented.
My kind uncle accompanied me to my master. I gave
him what satisfaction I could, as to the probability
of my heing able to resist my propensity to the life
of a rover; upon which, at my uncle’s pressing in-
etance, he reinstated me in my mil-itary position.
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My master was uniformly kind, as, indeed, he ever
had been, and things went on smoothly for about ten
months; when, my evil destiny prompting with re-
newed force, I determined to leave, for good. My
master’s nephew, about my own age, agreed to be my
companion in the venture, and we started on the last
day, or rather night, of February, 1835. The next
day, on seeing & man riding towards us on the way
from Detsom, our guilty imaginations instantly meta-
morphosed him into our pursuing master, of the mill;
when, like two of Bloomfield’s frightened pigs, we
both ’

“ —— deeamped with more than swinish speed,

And, snorting, dash'd through sedge, and rush, qd reed”
Having gained a covert in a neighboring wood, we
kept whist and lay close, till the Yainter sounds of the
horse’s hoofs told us that the danger was past. Here
Chauncy bolted outright, declaring that he would go
no farther, and he strongly plead with me to adopt
the same conclusion. I told him I had been back
once, already, and that I was now determiuned to
“lose the horse or win the saddle.” So we parted.
He put back for home, and I put on for Plymouth,
where I arrived that night.

The next day, after several unsuccessful applications,
I fell in with a sea captain who said he would ship
me, and I found myself on board the May Flower,
eaptain Cummings, of Plymeuth, bound to Cardiff,
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thence to Gihraltar, and thence to Malaga. We were
ready for sea, March 15, arrived at Cardiff on the 19th,
where, after taking in a cargo of coal, we made sail
for Gibraltar on the 30th, at which place we arrived,
April 17. Here we discharged cargo, took in ballast,
and then made gail for Malaga, at which place we an-
chored, May 2. Here we took in a cargo of reising,
oranges, lemons, sumach, wine, and lead.

While lying here, I witnessed the grand and awful
spectacle of a burning ship. It was a Spanish brig,
loaded with brandy and olive oil. A Spanish man-of-
war was lying there, the captain of which manned bis
boats, and strove, by firing into her, #o gink her, in order
to prevent her from firing the other shipping. But with
such & cargo, in & atate of rapid combustion, the ten-
dency was to any other than the downward direction;
80 that ginking was out of the question. She took
fire at 7 in the evening, and burned ¢ill 8 A.M. of the
next day. The account we obtained from one of her
own men, who was in the forecastle at the {ime, was,
that three men went into the hold with a candle and
bucket to draw some brandy. They were never seen
afterwards. The captain and mate were on abore,
and in less than fifieen minutes after the fire was dis-
covered, the ill-fated ship was wrapped in flames.

May 29. Ounr cargo was shipped, and we made gail
. for Liverpool; but were forced by head winds to put
into Gibraltgr, where we lay five days. June7. When
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weo were nine days out, we encountered a heavy gale,
which lasted three days. A heavy sea which struck
us, carried away the galley, and a boy, who happened
to be in it at the moment, We lost sight of him im-
mediately afler the poor fellow went over. Our long-
hoat was also carried away, together with our bul-
warks, foretop-gallant-mast, foretop-mnast, and flying
jib-boom. Our sails were blown from the yards like
coach-whips, and we aprung our mainmast. When
the gnle was over, we fished our mainmast, got up
another foretop-mast, bent some sails, and were once
more on our homebound way.

June 28. We arrived at Liverpool, discharged our
cargo, and I received my wages. Here I shipped on
beard the Sybil, coptain MacFarlane, of Belfast, for
which place, after taking in a cargo of salt, we sailed
July 7, and arrived there on the 12th. The captain,
whose family were here, and wheo very vpatarally
wished to be as free from the ship as poasible in order
to enjoy their society, told us that, while we were dis-
churging freight, he would allow us for our board,
and that we might get it where we pleased. This was
early in the morning, and the whole posse of us
bore away for a boarding-house. The keeper of
the first we came to, on being hailed, said he would
take us.

“ And what,” we demanded, “ will you charge us?”

“ Fifteen shillings a week,” was his answer, *if you

B
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have meat three times a day; hut if you take stirabous
twice & day, I will hoard you for ten.”

T7ith no son of Erin to tell us what was the precise
diffirence between the two proposals, we declared for
tho Jatter, and turned in, wondering not a little what
the stvrabout was, and what shape it was coming in.
After waiting till hunger, as well as wonder hed ren-
dered us a little impatient, the landlady placed on the
table two large dishes, one containing milk, and the
other, what appeared to be a thick pudding. Upon
this we took our eating positions, and, afier waiting a
while, asked our hostess if she was going to give us
any hreakfast. She replied: * That is your brenk-
fast.”” * And what the — do you call that?" “ Why,
gtirabout, to be sure.” Having bargained for stirabout,
we were bound, in honor, to waive the werbal for a
practical discuasion, or rather, application, of the sub-
ject. Unlucky dogs that we were! we thought of
nothing but the necessity of stowing away the rations
in the empty holds of our stomachs in the double
quick time in which a hungry sailor is accustomed to
pérform that part of his duty. The consequence was,
that the atirabout—not exactly boiling, t¢ be sure, but
at the point which Fahrenheit, if immersed in it, would
have prononnced the boiling heat—the ¢onsequence
was, I say, that the stirabout went ¢n and ouf; in
quick, aud out guicker, leaving nothing behind but
akinless mouths, and the taste of fire. The reader
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may imagine, as best suits his humor, whether the
sputter, the clatter, and the general uproar that fol-
lowed, and in the middle of which we took leave of
our landlord and his stirabout, contained wishes for
more good, or ¥ luck, to # and Aim.

In our next quarters, which we entered with an
express article against stirabout, we remained until
we had unloaded ship, and reloaded with beef and
pork, when we made sail for London. Springing a .
leak, when we were three days out, called for hard
and constant labor at the pumps, day and night, till
we reached our destination, which was July 28. Our
voyage up, cargo discharged, and wages paid, I took
leave of captain McFarlane, and shipped in the John
Berry, captain Forwith, of London, hut then from
Deptford, bound to Sidney, New Holland.



CHAPTER II.

Under weigh for Australin —Cargo of conviets.—Teneriffe—Traffle —
Punishment, of a cheat.—The Runimede.—Heavy gala—Alarm and
insurrection of convicts.—Fishing. sad the fisher fshed—Prisoner
overboard—The rescue.—The shark—~Puntlshment.—Cunfession of
n convict, with its occasion nod consequence —Mutiny ; how detect-
ed, and how punished —End of a long voyage.

Ava, 17, 1835, We got under weigh, =ailed down
the Thames, and stood out upon our long voyage, I
say long, the distance from London to Sidney being
reckoned, in round numbers, at 14,000, miles. The
John Berry was a government vessel, and freighted
with male convicts. Their exact number was un-
knowe to the writer; but it must have been not far
from three hundred. The ship’s crew, including offi-
ccrs and common sailors, was about thirty, beside
which, we had on board not far from an equal numher
of marines. The ship, like all others in this kind of
service, was in charge of the captain, only so fur as
related to the mere matter of seiling her; and this re-
mark will enable tbe reader to understand why he is
g0 slightly noticed in the suhsequent narrative of this
voyage. The acting commandant was the personage
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known as the * Doctor.” All panitary and municipal
matlers, relative to the prisoners, were under his ex-
clusive jurisdiction ; the practical effect of which was,
that nearly all authority on board the ship was exer-
cised by him. In short, as * Surgeon Superintendant”
—1I think that the proper designation—he had abso-
lute control of the cargo, which involved a correspond-
ing control of officers and men, except, as intimated
above, the mere matter of sailing the ship.

The first land we made was Teneriffe, where we
took in three bullocks, apd thirty pipea of water,
Here the people of the island, who are principally
Spanish, came off to the ship with various productions
of the place, such as oranges, grapes, and wine, for
the purpose of trafficking with us. My mouth water-
ing for the tempting fruit, I offered the Spapiard a
new silk handkerchiel, as an exchange for a stipulated
quantity of it; but when the knave had received, he
refused to deliver; so that I was minus more than
half the promised oranges and grapes; whereupon I
contrived to punish him, in manner following. Under
the bows, where pone could see us, I showed him a
crow-bar, offering to exchange it for four bottles of
wine, and & certain quantity of oranges and grapes, to
which he eagerly assented. On lowering the end of
the bar, for the fellow stood in his boat, he handed up
the exchange articles, and seized the iron. Now it so
happehéd that %% end of the thing was decidedly /Ao
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which rendered it so much less tenable than mine,
that the pulling match which followed, very soon de-
clared in my favor. With hlistered fingera and blis-
. tering curses, he appealed to the mate for redress of
grievances. But that gentleman, not choosing to un-
.derstand the grounds and reasons of his complaint,
could only say, that though he was sorry, he had no
time to attend to him, and that he was so very husy,
that he could not so much as stop to cry, just then,

This I thought & capital thing at the time; hut have
 gince conoluded that, for a generous tar, to say nothing
of a Christian, there was a little too much malice in
it for & genuine joke,

We bad lain hers but a ghort time, when the Rua-
imede arrived with another cargo of convieta for Ho-
bart Town, Van Dieman's Irend, which made it neces-
sary for us to proceed upon our voyage; as the Ad-
miralty forhids two convict ships to lie together in a
foreign port, unlesa a man-of-war be there at the time.
- That saving circumstance not existing in the present
casc, we were obliged, though in the night, to get up
our anchor and proceed on our voyage, without hav-
ing completed our supplies, This was Aug. 19th.
‘When off the Canary Islands—it was about 10 at
night—we were struck by a sudden squall, which
threw us on our beam-ends, and nearly drove us
ashore. Such, indeed, was our dangerous proximity
to the rocks, at one moment, that we could have
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reached them by the throw of a biscuit True, our
ship soon righted; hut, our topmast went by the bourd,
our jib went to shivers, and our foresail was taken
clezh from the rovings. At this crisis, though our
ship-had regained an even keel, the prisoners were
under the panic of apprehension that she was going
down. This produced a loud uproar, and a general
rush upon the hatches, for the purpose of gaining the
deck and possessing themselves of the boats. The
sentinel, who was over the hatchway, fired an alarm,
and the marines were ordered to stand to their arms,
and shoot the first man who made his appearance.
This had the salutary effect of subduing one great
fear, hy anotherstill greater. The insurrection ceased.
For their greater comfort, poor fellows! the captain
told them, that, if the ship went down, they would all
~—officers, crew, and convicts—go together, aud be
buried in one coffin. The blow was soon over; so
that, with what little sail we could make, under favor
of a gracious Providence, daylight showed that we
were clear of the islands. The blast had gone by;
but it left us a nice little piece of work., Happily,
however, we had two good carpenters on board, and
plenty of spare spars; and by the timé, which was
not long, that the spars were ready to go aloflt, a new
puit of sails was ready to he bent on to them. In two
days, to be brief, we were all alan, and bearing away
once more for the South Pacifia.
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When about a week out from Teneriffe, we found
ourse}ves passing through a shoal of that kind of fish
which sailors call albocores. One of its'habits is to prey
upon the flying-fish, and it is taken by a bait made in
imitation of that unique object. By seizing & hook
into the artificial fish, and giving it a motion similar
to the original, the decoy is complete, and guccess is
answerable. The two hundred which we succeeded
in taking, weighed from ten to twenty pounds apiece.

" But I must needs make a piscatory adventure on my
own hook. It fell out on this wise. Two large pene-
{oes, with some sword-fish, hove alongside, and as it
was my forenoon watch below, I determined to try
my hand with one of the former. The first thing to
be done, was to put a strong hook into a Jarge wooden
fish ; then to bend a hand lead-line on to the hook;
end then, laying out, ag the phrese is, on the martin-
gale, to bend the other end of the line on to that out-
standing object. When all this was done, and I had
got my proper balance, I was ready, with several
woils of the line in band, for the operation of lobling.
Presently, one of the fish, having satisfied himself that
all was right, leaped to the surface on which the lure
floated, and seized it. Good! But I was naturally
excited, and—1I am ashamed to own it—but, happen-
ing just at that moment to hald myself a little less
firmly than the floundering fish, inatead of pulling the
rascal ow,
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“ He pulled the rascal in.”

This was certainly against me; but, at the same time,,
several circumstances were in my favor. I held on to
the line; the ship wos under easy motion ; & man hap-
pened to see my sudden plunge, and sung out sccord-
ingly; the boat was lowered, and I was picked up;
finelly—and this was the most favorable of all the
propitious coincidences—I was not drowned. The
fact is, however, I was but a little short of it Foi-,
though I was attached to the line, and the line to the
veasel, and thus prevented from parting company
with the latter; there was another attaché to the same
line, who was much stronger than I, and more at
home in the same element, who compelled me to pase
an uncomfortable part of my time on that side of the
surface where it was not nearly as natural for me to
breathe a8 it waa for him. In short, when my ship-
mates overhauled me, I was very near what the poet
Saxe calls,
* A stiff cald water man®
When taken up and got on deck, I was insensible,
and remained so till the fish, by means of the tackle,
had also been hoisted on board. Before this latter
object had been accomplished, the fish had stove one
of the boats into which he had been taken, and drove
the men after me into the water, who were picked up
by another bost, which towed the wrecked crafl, still
containing the fish, alongside of the ship, from whence
»” &
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the latter had been raised to the deck, as already re-
lated, Afier some heavy beta smong the officers, as
to his weight, it was ascertained to be two hundred
and fifteen pounds. He was cut up and divided
among the priscners,

Beside losing & sailor hy sickness, we came very
near losing a prisoner hy drowning, in the following
manner, For bathing purposes, the prisoners were
Testrieted, by the regulations of the ship, to a large
tah, which served for their exciusive accommodation.
One of their numher, however, determined, one calm
‘day, to have the luxury of a sea bath, ont and out;
and over he went, accordingly. ¥e had calculated
on heing able to keep up with the ship, hut was ous
in his reckoning, as she was under rapid motion, and
he fell fast astern. The prisoners sung out, that a
man was overboard; hut the mate, who was walking
‘the poop at the time, ooolly said: “ Let him go, for
an example to the rest,” The © Doctor,” who was in
the cabin, heard the alarm, and, immediately making
his appearance on deck, demanded of the mate, why
he did not lower a boat, and pick that man up. The
latter gave, for answer, that he did not think it worth
his while to do that for a convict. The supercargo
ordered him to lower and send off a Loat immediately,
adding, that if he ever acted in that manner again, he
would confine him to his eabin, The boat was lowered ;
but, by the time we reached the poor fellow, he waa
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» long way astern, and could have kept his head
above water hut a very little longer. At any rate,
we found he had been spoken for; for we had scarcely
got him into the boat, and begun pulling for the ship,
when a large blue shark came salongsida of us, and
looked disappointed. The rascal dogged us to the
ship. The first thing doane, 'upon gaining her deck,
wes o put the prisoner in irons, The next was to
take advantage of the longing of the lawyer for a
client and a hrief, hy briefly ushering him amid a
lerge lot of longing clients at once. Twice the wary
villain possessed himself of the lerge piece of pork
that baited him, without appropriating the hook. To
ohviate that sort of recurrence, we took some spun-
yarn, and tied the hook and bait so firmly together,
that one could not be had without the other, any
how. This little bit of legal artifice threw the gen-
- tleman off his guard ; for, hy this time, the pork had
Begu_n to set s0 well on his stomach, that he was
willing to risk its digestion of the metal rather than
defraud it of the meat. So down they both went, and
up, under the stern, came his sharkahip, While hang-
ing here for ahout an haur, the gentry of the cabin,
who wanted to try their pistols, threw not far from
twenty balls into him from the windows. Thence he
waa raised to the poop, where a few strokes of his tail
soon scattered his cpstomers, and smashed the sky-
light ; beside which, he came within a littie of maeking -
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the entertaining addition of himself to the coterie of
the cahin. His next theatre was the quarter-deck,
where all, including thirty marines, came up missing
in less than a couple of minutes, Luckily, however,
for the peace and safety of the ship, the black cook
had seen a shark before, and when he thought that
the present incumbent had acted lord paramount about
long enough, the frizzly-headed old wag issued from
the cully, axe in hand, and very grinningly and koow-
ingly whipped off the fish's tail. The game was up.
The jaws of the monster, armed with five rows of
teeth, respectively, opened wide enough to fall over
8 man’s shoulders. His length wes fifteen feet, five
inches, ,

The next day the marines were ordered to stand to
their arms. The ship's crew were also called on deck,
and every man armed with a pistol and cutlass, None
of us knew to what all this tended, till the prisoners -
‘were marched oul, the boatswain ordered to rig the
gratings, and the picked-up convict of the day before
was brought aft on to the quarter-deck, Then it wos
plain that the poor fellow, in default of having heen
caught by the shark, was to catch the cat. In his
loog lecture, the Doctor told him, that, as he was the
first man who had been hrought up for punishment,
he intended to make him an example; and that he
ghould now give him four dozen for the benefit of his
health. Then followed the seizing up, and the inflic-
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tion of the four dozen on the culprit's bare back,
which was cut up in a manner which I will not pain
the reader by attempting to describe. The display
of force was doubtless well-timed in its effect upon the
prisoners. They saw that resistance or a rescue was
impracticable, and stood out the scene in silence; im-
mediately after which they were all turned forward,
and every man went his way.

Three days after this, it came on to blow a good
stiff breeze, when near the end of the first night-
watch, all hands were called to reef the topsails and
splice the main brace. When this had been done, the
steward and third mate were sent below to draw the
men some grog, where they found a man lying along-
side of a rum cask with plenty of raisins and biscuit
around him. The fellow was dead drunk. A rope's
end was bent on to him, and he was hauled on deck,
where, upon overhauling him, he was found to be a
prisoner. The consequence was, that he was double
ironed, and the next day reported to the Doctor,
whose sovereign bidding brought all hands to witness
another punishment. The poor fellow took five dozen
manfully, but without a word of the required confes-
sion, as to the means by which he had found his way
into the ship’s stores. Upon this, however, with the
Doctor’s threat to flog him to death if he did not con-
fess, he owned up, by saying that he had cut a hole
through the deck, under his bunk, by which he got
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what provisions he wanted; edding, that it was bee
cause he was almost starved to death. The passage
was found, accordingly, and 50 neatly done, that one
might have walked over it a hundred times without
discovering it. So, with another dozen, making six
in all, the poor wretch was released, with fifteen days
in irone,

Such are the incidents of life in a transport ship;
such the scenes that give it diversity, or rather—for
they amount {o that, in their ultimate effect-—that in-
vest it with ils irkeome monotony. With one more,
and but one, shall I tax the reader’s patience. It is
one hut too nearly resembling those most recently
related; and the reader will probably think, with the
writer, that, while it resembles them, it paturally re-
gulted from them. It was & mutiny among the con-
victs. The plan was that, on nearing the Bassy
Straits, which lie a little south-west of New IHol-
land,* they would rise upon the ship’s crew, put the
offiters to death, land the rest of the people belonging
{o the ship, and then make their escape to some of
the islands in the South Seas. This, at all eyents, was
the etory of the informant, and corroborated by. the
-extorted confession of the principal mutineer., The
informer was an Irishman, of the name of Murphy,
himself a convict, and one of those who, for the
greater order and security of the rest, enjoyed a kind

® That is, from Sldney, the ahip's destination.

+
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of overseership amoog his feliows in crime and con-
demnation. According to him, he overheard a con-
sultation one night, while lying in his hammock, in
which the above indicated plan was fixed on. Among
those whom he professed himself able to identify by
their voices—and he offered to swear it—was tha
picked-up prisoner, who had been treated to the four
dozen, He was James Shaw, from Liverpool, and
represented by Murphy as having essumed the peril
and respousihility of leading the forlorn hope of his
fellow-convicts.

He and they were once mors guarded to the qn.ir-_
ter-deck, where they were charged with the matiny.
This they point-blank denied. Perceiving that he
was not likely to be made any wiser in this way, the
Doctor ordered up the gratings, and again all hands
were summoned to the edifying spectacle of another
punishment. By this time the alleged principal in
the mutiny is stripped and seized up, and Scott, the
boatswain, cat in hand, is waiting for the word. The
Doctor, premising that, if they had taken the ship,
they would have shown no mercy to Aim, says to the
cat-o-nine-tail man, * Do your duty.” And weil doea
he understand, and .faithfully perform it, till the
whole five dozen are well laid on; and all before
there is a word or a sign of the prescribed confession.
Flesh and blood, however, can now endure no more,
for both are falling; dne in pieces, and the other in
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streams, He bega for mercy, and is told to tell the
truth, and he shall be forgiven. And ho tells, what
is admitted to be, and very likely is, the truth; for
eonvicts are desperate fellows. And he is taken
down and forgiven, by being put in double irons,
and kept on bread and water till he reachea his Aus-
tralian prison.

Though this occurrence bred some nataral fears for
the rest of the voyage, and made it to be the order
for every man to sleep, when he could sleep, with a
brace of pistols nnder his head, and a cutlass by his
side, yet we passed the dubious Strois in safety, and
finally landed all our prisoners and ourselves in Sid-
ney, Nov, 29, in the short time of one hundred and
two days from London,



CHAPTER III

Leaves hia ship and how—Ehips in the Biren.—The dronken atew-
ard—The irritated ekipper, and the oily ascident which befel him.
~~Nurrow escape from the cat—A bad scrape—Lanoceston.—
Georges Town—(eorge’s River, snd back to Launesston —FRung
away, and tabes to the bush—First night, mod frst constable—
Coostable second -~Night with a shepherd.—Ivory Bight, with an
unlucky antecedent—Turns cook 1o & rich settler.—Giuarrels and
quits.

AFTER discharging our live cargo, we lay in Sidoey
Cove five weeks, in which time the Berry was stripped
to a gantline, and painted insido and out. Then pro-
ceeding to Port Philip, on the southern extremity of
the ieland, we landed passengers, and prepared for
the intended voyage to Bombay in the East Indies.
But I ran away. This proved my misfortune as well
83 my fault, as the reader will soon perceive, and as
I was soon, and for a long time, forced to feel. As to
the fault, a part of it was mine, while the other and
larger portion of it belonged to him whose superior °
cunning made me his dupe. It was thus. One
morning, while we were lying at Port Philip, as I
was on my way up to market after fresh meat and
- vegetables for our voyage, I waa accosted by a man
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who asked the name of my ship, and the amount
of my wages, which having ascertained, he told me
that he was captain of the government brig Siren,
employed in cruising about different parts of the
coast, and carrying provisions to the troops; and
then asked me if I would not like to leave my ship,
and join his. I told him that my captain, {0 whom I
was engaged for that voyage, wonld not allow me to
leave. Ile said: “Never mind that If you smug-
gle your clothes on shore by the next boat, my boat
shall be in readiness to take you on board the brig.”
I told him I would let him know when I returned
from market. Accordingly, on my return, he met
me on the wharf, and I told him I would do it. That
night I returned with my effects to shore, and the
Siren’s boat, which I found waiting for the purpose,
put me ofi board that ominously named cralt, where
I soon found that I had escaped Scylla, to be stranded
on Charybdis. The first thing about which I was en-
lightened, was, what I very unwillingly learncd, that
my time in the Siren was for nothing less than twelve
montha; that being, the captain said, the shortest
time for which any one could be shipped in that ser-
+ vice. The next information he gave me, for my com-
fort, wag, that no sailor could travel in the country
without a pass from his captain; that talken up with-
out one, he would be thrown into prison; and that,
finally, if, in that cese, his ship had sailed without
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bim, they would give him a month on the #read-mdl
I was beautifully duped; that was clear enough; bus
these amiable hints, especially the last one, left me no
choice but that of making the beat of, what, by this
time, was clearly a bad bargain,

Jan, 17, 1836. The above little preliminaries hay-
ing been settled, and some English troops baving
been taken on board for Launceston, Van Dieman's
Land, we set sail for that place. The fonrth day out,
in the morning, onr steward came up missing, He
bad been shipped in Sidrey. The ship was searched
fore and aft, below and aloft. No one had seen him
since the night before; and as we were douhle-reefed
and under a stiff hreeze, it was concluded that the
poor fellow had gone over in the pight. But fom
days after, when some of the people were in the hold
for provisions, one of them thought he heatd a snos
ing, as of some one asleep. On calling for a lanten
who should they find botween rum-casks, the bung
out of one of them and a pump in, and a gallon meas-
ure, half full of rum, alongside of him, bhut the poor
steward ! The hendy:lrlly reised him to the fresh air
of the deck; but it was twenty-four hours before any-
-thing could rouse him from his unspeakable ecstasy. -
The captain put and kept him in irons till we arrived
in Launceston.

This affair so annoyed the skipper, that, for want
of more legitimate ohjects, he sought all sorts of coca-
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sion for snnoying all the rest of us in turn. As an
instance; one evening in the dog-watch, when I wa:
not on duty, I received hia orders to take a hucket of
grease and sfush down the main-top-gallant, and main-
mast, Knowing that it was a work-up job, I deter-
mined to make the captain pay for it. The brig was
tossing about like a dolphin in a wash-deck-tah. The
weather was warm, and the grease as thin ss oil,
The captain was walking the quarter-deck, and when
I thought his position was ahout right, the bucket—
accidents will happen—the bucket capsized. Unwil-
ling to hur{ any one, however, I threw the empty
vessel against the top-mast rigging, aud, in the same
moment, sung out with all my might: ¢ Stand from
under.” But the contents—it wes unlucky for the
skipper ; but, happening to be exactly right for i,
and look.iﬂg up for the purpose of wondering what it
was—the heavy mass of ointment struck him full in
the face. He staggered like a soldier in fits, and his
bair curled like a ponnd of candles,

I was immediately called down, though, for that
matter, I Was coming, having no more te do there
just then, for want of grease. In the meantime, the
same occasion which brought me from aloft had sent
the skipper to his cabin, for the douhle purpose of
discharging the redundant unction, and rearranging
his general toilet. His reappearance on the quarter-
deck, and my appearance before him to answer for
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my alleged malfeasance, were simultancous. The
brief indictment was briefly answered, by pleading,
that it was not my fault that the lanyard had parled.
The bearing ended with—**I will give you something
that will not part so easy;” followed with an order
10 the boatswain to seize me up, and give me the
benefit of & couple of dozen. Th& former part of the
order was obeyed, with due promptness. In the
peuse which preceded the execution of the latter, and
more material part of it, however, I took .occasion to
remark to the captain, that he could do as he pleassd
ahout the flogging, provided he was willing to stand
by the consequences, and hinted something about
Launceston and law. He said the law was in his own
hands. I reminded him that, not being captain of a
man-of-war, he had no right to flog me, nor any man
on board the brig. Upon this he inclined to hau! off
8 little, remarking: “If I thought the lanyard parted
sccidentally, I would not fiog you.” To which, how-
ever, I only answered, that he could please himself as
to that, for I should make no apology. Upon this,
with a volley of the hard words, so well known ina
sailor's vocabulary, including a threat as to what I
might expect if I did not e the bne, I was let off,
and sent forward.

The next day, while it was my watch below, I was
eent to scrape down the fore royal-mast and the top-
gallant.  Of course I kuew that, like the other, it was
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& work-up job; % e, work preseribed for mere punish.
ment. I went up, and, seating myself on the fore
royal-yard, kept scraping the mast in one place, till
seven bells. On coming down, the mate inquired if
I had done, and was answered that I had not. Upon
this, he went aloft to” see how matters stood, and im-
mediately informed the gkipper that I had spoiled the
mast. “If you have spoiled the mast,” said the skip-
per, addressiug himself to me, “I will spoil your
back;" and suiting the action to the word, seized the
end of the fore-brace, and though he did not quite
gpoil it, it was not because he did not make a very
snug application of the rope. This done, he said he
would make me pay for the mast, and take * twelve-
water-grog’” for a month, The latter award implied
that, when the men had their grog, which was every
day at noon, I was to stand on the quarter-deck, and
drink from & basin, one glass of Jamaica in twelve
glasses of salt water, in presence of the captain, and,
of course, with no chance of giving it a passage cver-
board,

Jan. 27T, we arrived at Launceston, where, after dis-
embarking the troops, we took on board another
squad of the same sort of gentry, and, Feh. 7, eailed
down the river forty miles to George’s Town, where
we landed n part of them, and thence proceeded to
George's River, lying still farther below, where we
disembarked the rest It was now Feh, 1. When
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this was done, we were allowed a day on shore,
which we improved in ahooting a large number of
wild geese, which very much abound in these waters;
after which, rided by some dogs, which were bor-
rowed for the purpose of an accommodeating settler,
we returned to our ship with three fine kangaroos,
The next day we made sail for Launceston, where we
arrived Feb. 17. By this time, being very much in-
clined to let the captain pay for the mest himself,
and, at the pame time, atrongly disrelishing the ides
of any more of his salt-water-grog, I determined to
try my land legs, and a cruisa on shore. This haz-
ardous, and, as it proved, rather disastrous experi-
ment, was put in execution,

Feb. 18. Launceston is near the south end of Van
.Dieman’s Land, and is only second in importance to
Hobart Town, the capital of the island, situated at its
southern extremity, and distant from the former place
some 130 or 140 miles. To avoid a recapture, I
struck off into the interior, in the direction of the
latter place. On leaving the town, which I did, not
far from sunset, I was overtaken by a man who asked
me where I was going. I told him to Hobart Town;
and farther, in answer o his various questions, that I
was a sailor, and a perfect stranger in the country.
He maid: “I would inform you, as a friend, that if
you are going to travel in tbe country, you ought to
have a passport; as, to prevent the escape of cons
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victs, there is a penalty of £50 for harboring or en-
tertaining any person who proves to be one.” I told
him I was not a prisoner, and had no passport. He
added that, under such circumstances, I would find it
& hard matier to get a night's lodging, or anything to
eat. When we came to a turn in the road where wp
were to part, I asked him if he would direct me to
some house that would be likely to entertain me. He
said there was a public house about four miles ahead,
and gave directions for finding it ; but expressed him-
pelf, as before, as very doubtful as to the matter of
entertainment. By this time it was pitch dark. At
last, though with_ no little difficulty, however, I
brought to at the tavern, and like a true Jack Tar,
called for something to drink—a habit, by the way,
which I am happy to inform my reader, I have since
entirely discontinued, Boniface demanded who I
was and where I was from, I told him I was a
sailor, had left my ship at Launceston, and was
bound to Hobart Town, Upon this, suspicions were
go far obviated that he consented to keep me, and I
walked into another room. Here I found & number
of men belonging to the house and neigbborhood,
with whom, after they had put me through the colo-
nial catechism, I entered into general converaation,
 and finding them a generous set of fellows, I called
in Mquor, and treated them ns long as they would
drink. 'While I wos at sapper, another customer was
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ushered into the room—a regular aix-footer—and
presently took his seat at the same table. It did not
long escape him that I was a stranger, and he made
my scquaintance by asking me for my pamport. [
answered that I had none; and, in turn, demanded
his authority for asking it. He replied that he waaa
conatable, and patrolled the road between that place
aod Perth, Then, after various other gueries squint-
ing that way, put it to me directly: * Are you not a
prisoner?” My answer was: “I came into the coun-
try free and of my own free will; and that is more
than many who live here can say”-—most of the set-
tlers, including the dush-constables, belong to thet class
of patriots who “left their country for their couniry’s
good.” To this rather provoking taunt I coolly
added: “I caleulate to go out of it as I came.” Re-
peating his suapicion that I was a runaway prisoner,
he said he should take me back to Perth with him,
At this critical juncture, one of the men who had
honored my liguor, interposed by saying: “ 1 kmow
he is not a prizoner, for I saw him at Launceston dis-
charging a cargo.” * Very well,” aaid the patrol, #1
am coming this way to-morrow, and will call again
and see you ; in the meantime I will take tbis man's
word that everything is right”

Of course, I took amart care that he should have
no more trouble on my soccount, by leaving at day-
dawn the next morning. Before I did this, my new

C 4
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friends advised me that, if I kept the main read, I
might be sure of an overbauling st Porth; at Camp-
‘bell Town ; at Oatlands; at Green Pond, and every
settlement through to Hobart Town ; in 8 word, that I
would meet ad many constables as milestones. Avail-
ing myself of this friendly information, I took to the
pathlems woods, throagh which I made my way, till I
mruck into & by-path leading toward a mountain
ealled Ben Lomond. * Scon after this, I met a foot-
yean, whereupon ensued the following colloguy :

I Good morming,

He, Where are you going ?

I It ia more than I know myself.

Hs. Where is your passport?

-X. Where is your commission ?

He. I am a constable, and snthorized to overhand
any suspicious-looking craft,

I I have as much reason for overhauling you, as
you me, for you look more like a grave-yard deserter
than a constable. Good morning, _

Upon this I left bim etanding still in the road.
Presently, however, another man passed me, when,
looking back, I saw the twain, apparently in earnest
conenliatior. Judging they would soon be afier me,
I dashed into the woods again, and saw them no more,

At about 18 M., T found myself on the top of the
‘mountain, at the foot of which flowed & beautiful
viven At the brink of thia, 1 fell into a plessant
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path, which, in a couple of hours, hronght me to the
door of a shepherd's hut, in whioh a man was stand-
ing, who very courteously invited me to walk in and
rest myself. I entered. In a few minutes the tea-
kettle was on; some mutton was fried; and I was
treated to a good dimpner. Of course I must treat in
turn; that is, if money would procure the means, for
custom, in that country, includes a glass of grog
among the indispensables. I handed mine host a dol-
lar. The dollar hrought & bottle of rum from an ad-
joining shanty ; and the rum made iy good friend
and me very socishle for the aflernoon and evening.
Among other things, I learned that Mrs. McNally
-lived at Ivory Bight, distant about twelve miles, and
that she wanted to hire,

In the morning, then, though not #ill after I had
once more partaken of the kind shepherd's fare, I was
off for the Bight. As there was no road, and as the
settiers live a long way apart, I was obliged to uae
great care in following such directions as I could find
upon my way. When near my journey's end, I met
& man who told me where and Aow to croas a river, I
was to find in my way, which was some twenty rods
over. Before leaving, he told me, if the old lady did
not hire me, he would be glad to; and I promised,
that, in that case, I would return and see him on the
suhject. Within helf a mile of the Bight, I came to
the ford of the river. It was not very deep, but it
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was very swifl, and the bottom rough with rocks and
stunes. The case was a bad one; but what made it
worse, was, that when about half-way over, my foot
glipped ; I was on my beam-ends, and it was not pos-
sible to right ship, till I had been carried clear over
the rapids into the deep water below. Here the swim-
ming art was in high request; but, unluckily for me,
I bhad never realized that accomplishment, and it was
too late to learn. Providentially, however, I brought
to, at last, against a large log which lay transversely
in the bed of the atream,* by means of which, as the
‘water was comparatively still, and afforded soundings,
8t the same time and place, I managed =0 as to reach
the shore.

But I had been half drowned for nothing. The
place in Mrs. McNally's service had just then ceased
to be vacant. Accordingly, recrossing the river—and
the reader must allow me to boast, that I did it with-
out recapsizing--I made my way to Mr. Brimming-
ham’s, the person mentioned above, who wished to
employ me. He said he would give me £25 to cook
for his family twelve monihs. The wages would do,

but,
“To epck, or oot Lo cook !
That was ihe question.”

I told him the honest truth, and that was, that I knew

* Al the timber in Lhat country, like the mahogany, which makes

no inconsiderable part of it, in 80 heary that, when in the water, it
sinks like & stona
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just nothing at all abont it. He insisted that I wounld
soon learn. I hesitated. He urged. In fine, I yielded,
and was duoly installed in my new office. I ought to
inform my reader, that my immediate predecessor in
the departinent, was the family schoolmaster; for in
that country, school privileges can rarely be enjoyed by
any, but those who are able to make 8 monopoly of
the business, as was the case with my employer, who
had & large family, and wealth in proportion. The
former, however, was principally composed of hired
men, and these, again, were principally prisoners; it
being the practice of the government to let out the
convicts to all responsible applicants, at given wages
Those not disposed of in that way, are employed on
the public works, euch as the constraction of roads,
and other improvements for the benefit of the country.
It happens here, as in all other penal institutions, that
male subjects largely preponderate over those of the
opposite sex. Owing to this ciroumstance, much of
the work which custom, in other countries, essigns
to women, must here be performed hy men, or not at
all. This last remark explains the matter of my in-
duction to & domestic office, in which the family ped-
agogue had figured before me. It may be as well to
add in this place, wbat may be less convenient at any
other, and notwithstanding that it is not immediately
pertinent to my story, that one fourth of the popula-
tion here, as well as in New Holland, are conviots;
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and perhaps rather more, if we include the bush.ran-
gers ; that ia, convicts who have escaped to the woods,
and live by plunder. Of these geniry, however, we
shall bave occasion to speak hereafter. I will also
add, that, while the climate is highly salubrious, and
free from sudden changes, it is so mild as to enable
the natives to dispense with clothing through the year,
and to allow the agriculturalist to raise, and reap two
annual harvests. The soil is endued with a medium
degree of fertility. Most kinds of grain and other
productions, common to the temperate zones, are cul-
tivated with success, Wool, however, and it ia of &
very fine quality, is the great ataple.

The firat lesson from the schoolmaster was on the
subject of hread-making. The large oven was heated ;
and the dough, duly yeasted, kneaded and moulded
into loaves, was putin; hut, jndge of my consternas
ticn when, on faking them cut, I found them masses
of cinder! The next thing was to put off after the
schoolmaster, by whose second lecture 1 profited so
much that the bread came out uncharred. The next
day the mistress told me I was to make some dough-
boys and a Yorkshire pudding for the men's dinnera
I told her I could make her a duff—a name for a
snilor’s pudding—if she wanted ; but that, as to dough-
boys and Yorkshire pudding, I knew nothing about
either. But she would show me, So off I was sent
for eggn, milk, and butter. The butter was to be run ;
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the eggs battered ; then the three ingredisnis mized
with each other, and wll with the fowr. This, whick
was to be the Yorkshire pudding, with a spare-rib,
and a leg of mutton, was left to do by the fire. But
the mistress, comiag in soon after, told me that more
wood was wanting to make it do well, and then lefd
me to regulate the quantity by my own disoretion
Here I failed again; for, the fact waa I pidad it on,
It waxed hot With such a fire, I knew not whiok
of the many irons I had in it to take oat firet, Aste
the wooden mantletres, when ¥/ things were on fire,
it ought not to have been expeoted that I should no-
tice that. And I did not, till, with the superincam-
bent mass of chimney material, dowa it came, and the
rib, the leg, and tbe pudding, were all knocked into
pv.  The effect of the housequake, blended us it was
with 50 many other elements of kindred interest, was
awful; especially, when among the rest who fels the
- ehock and hastened to the acene, the master entered,
carsing and swearing like a trooper.

While repairing damages, and getting ap another
dinner, I began to think that, as cook under captain
Brimmingham, my cruise was nearly up. And soit
proved, as my next short yarn will tell. The next
day, the chimney having undergone repairs in the
mean time, the mistress, who acted in quality of chief
mate, and, consequently, distributed the necessary
orders, directed me to go into the garden and fetch
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some cabbage for dinner. When there, after survey-
ing tbe whole ground, I could see notbing of the cab-
bage kind, save some headless stumps, with a few
sprouta thereon; and, supposing that these were the
true objects, I eradicated and brought them to the
kditchen, sprouts and all, including one which I could
bat notice as the finest of the collection. . Whern the
mistress, who happened to be there, saw the marked
object just referred to, she said: *The master will
pray when he comes in; for that is a cabbage he had
saved for seed.” Well, he came, accordingly; and
the sight of his seed eabbage produced the precise
moral effect that the mistress had intended to predict,
unless indeed, the event exceeded the augury, The
way he did it was awful. So I told him, that I did
not care anything for bis cabbage, nor him either;
and that, if that was the way he prayed for people, 1
did not want him to make me a subject any longer.



CHAPTER IV,

Bojourrns &t Ben Lomond —* Looking after horses”—A wild colt—
Soene at the amithery —Adveriised as & runawny.—Divea deeper
into the bush.—The bush-rangers—Plunder.—Impressment.—Dis-
charge.—Leaves for parts unknoon.—Betrayed—{onstable takes
a prisoner.—Priscner takes the constable—The parting soena. .

Having honorably quarrelled, as shown by the
sequel of the last chapter, I was honorably bound to
quit. The consequence was, that, the first morning
following this conjuncture of affairs, I was once more
atravellerin quest of another situation, without know-
ing exactly which way to go in order to find it. It
was nearly sundown when I came to the house of a
setiler, at which I was hospitably entertained till
morning. ‘Then, continuing my way, till I had
teached the foot of Ben Lomeond, I fell in with four
or five settlers, to whom I made known my object
Oue of them asked me if I understood looking after
horses, The anglicism of looking afler, not importing
as my Yankee reader would have been likely to guess
it did, the idea of Aunting, or looking up, but taking
earg of the animals, I could only answer in the nega-

ol
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tive. However, as he thought I could soon learn the
business, and as there was a feeling of mutual interest
in the object, we struck a hargain on the apot, aud I
was taken at once 1o see the “orses.”’ There were eight
of them, and fine fellows at that. One of the number
~—intended for stock—hut three years old, stood sev-
enteen and a balf bands. On walking up to him, the
hetter to ohserve his huge proportions, he took me hy
the shoulder as familiarly as an old acquaintance, or
as if he had been oue of those ever-attentive friends
of mine——the constables. It struck me as rather un-
ceremonious ; and, certes, it did Aurt; but I laid up
nothing againat him at that time, imputing it, as Pad-
dy did the kick from the donkey, to the *crathur'a
ignorance.” At night, however, I was alone. All
the animala had been fed, and all but Caractacus had
been bedded. I had stooped down to do the same
kind office for him, when the ungrateful dog snapped
at the small of my back, and fairly seized me up. This
I looked upon as an outrage, and applied the whip a8
an expression of suitable resentment. It was soon
apparent, however, that the game was such that more
than one of us could play at it, for, as I whipped, he
kricked, and when the whipping ceased so aleo did the
kricking—gradually--hut not till the whole hroadside
of the stable was completely stove out. The racket
raised the owner of the colt, of course, and then~—
whew! However, I told him how the war began,
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and that, if the lubber came down upon me again in
that way, I should defend myself as long as there was
a shot in the locker. To all of which my master, more
reasonable than might have been auticipated, only
replied by saying, that, if any flogging was neceasury,
I must take him out into the stack-yard and do it
there.

The next moming he wad a8 saucy as over, and,
remembering the general order as to the scene of
future action, I led him out accordingly, where, early
in the ensuing scuffle, hia bridle broke, The next
dash he made was to clear the fence; which brought
him among tbe cattle in the adjoining yard. There
his priucipal exploit consisted of staving in the ribs
of a four-year-old ox, 50 that we had to kill him. As
to the hero of the day, when once more in tow, he was
minus a shoe, and that made it necessary to send him,
in charge of a couple of na, to the neighboring amith-
ery. Our way was through e field containing other
horses, and as the colt inclined to have a frolic, so did
we, presuming that he would be less troublesome at
the shop in consequence of blowing off some of hia
steam. So bending a long rope on to the bit of his
bridle, we lot him act in his own way for half an hour,
when he eweat finely, and was rather worried. On
our arrival at the shop, which was about noon, the
smith told ue to ride him about $ill he got his dinnper.
Though he had never been backed, the chap who was
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with me thought himself jockey enough to manage
him. So I unbent the rope, and assisted the smith in
.getting the cavalier under weigh. The colt went off,
gently enough, till he disappeared, for a few moments,
among the trees at the head of the valley. On reap-
pearing, however, we saw him put his head between
his fore-legs, and the next moment his heels aud rider
were in the air. Finding himself a free horse, he
swept over the only fence that stood in his way, and
broke for the woods, I was taking my tarn at a
sweat by this f{ime; for, while in hot pursuit of the
runaway, I could not help thinking what would he
the upshot, in case we lost him, as he was valued at
£140. It fell out, however, that, while the heated
and thirsty animal was taking a long drink at an in-
tervening stream, we succeeded in retaking him. By
this time every foot waa shoeless. So tnuch the more
necessity was there for an overhaul at the smithery.—
I will make a short yarn of the way things were done
there.~-Tho cautions artisan had just lifted the first
bare foot from the ground, when he found that he
had, in fact, even a harder customer than he had
feared. The horse pitched right ou to him, tooth and
pail, and, but for the interference of a third party,
was in a fair way, not only of killing, but eating the
son of Vulean on the spot, OF course, the poor fellow
owned beat, and told us to take him hack as soon as
wa liked. By the time we had him moored again in
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the stable, he began to show that he had had & hard
“day on shore.” The heavy pull at the cold water
threw him into & high fever. He refused his rations,
and for three days took nothing but medicine. After
that he was quiet enough.

I had been here about two months, when the Laun-
ceston (Razette displayed an advertisement of a run-
eway sailor from the brig Siren, with a T pounds
reward. The name and description both pointing at
me, I was strongly suspected at once. To settle the
question of which I had now become the subject,
Adams, the cook, bolted to the barn, where I was at
work, and told me the news, with the false addition,
that two constables were in the house, in pursuit of
me. This took me all aback, and what to do I did
not know. In the midst of my quandary, the mistresa
came out, and told me that I was not eafe in stopping
there ; and that my doing so would be equally unsafe
for them, a@ it exposed them to a heavy fine; that I
had better settle with the master, and leave imme-
diately. Acting on this friendly counsel, and nettled,
at the same time, with the officionsness of the Gazette,
I started, determining not to stop till I had got out-
gide of ita circulation.

When near the backside of the island, where I
thought they did not takz the papers, I found myself
In communication with a settler—his name was Ghrif-
fith—who had then recently established bimself in
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that location. As the main point with me was ex.
emption from the cause of my late displacement, and
a8 the present object appeared as promiaing in that re-
spect as could be reasonabiy demanded, I agreed with
the proprietor to enter his service for a month. Little
did I dream that, in eluding one danger, I had thrown
‘myself into the teeth of another, and a much greater!
% The bush-rangers.”” The contents of this chapter
imply a pledge on that subject I hasten to redeem
it. The reader will understand, then, that one even-
ing, before I was searcely nested in my new retreat,
a rap at the door induced me, who happened to be
nearest, 1o open it to see who was thera. The first
thing I met was the butt of a rifle, which laid me
senseless on the floor. This was instantly followed
by the entrance of the whole gang, who, with levelled
arms, threatened death to the first person who offered
to stir or make a noise. Then, ordering every man
to kneel before the fire, they further ordered Griffith
to tie their hands behind their backs, and then stall
further ordered him to take a candle, and show them
where he kept his provisiona They were ten in all
Thres guarded the door; three guarded the prisoners;
while the remaining four attended the maater in
pearch of plunder. This consisted of tes, sugar, beef,
pork, flour, powder, shot, and balls, together with the
contents of & smal] library. The firearms found, were
all destroyed. By the time they had gathered and
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paaked their plunder, I bad recovered, wben one of
them-—probably the leader—said they must have &
couple of us o belp carry their atuff through the
woodg. A tap on my shoulder was followed with—
“ My young fellow, we will take you for one.,” Then,
looking over the rest, he picked auother, and added:
“These two will do. We stand 8 better chance of
escaping, with them, than we should with a Zorse.”
Then, tying the master's hands behind his back,
they told him—*Your house will be watcbhed by
some of us for two hours. If, within that time, you
offer Lo stir, or raise an alarm, or suffer any one else
to do it, we will return and shoot you like a dog.”
Upon this, we two, who had been selected as carriers,
were unbonnd and loaded with the spoils. 'When we
had got a short distance from the house, the party
-helted. Both of us were then blindfolded, each being
subsequently led by one of the banditti, In this way
we travelled through the woods till near daylight.
Thea our hands were again tied behind us, our heavy
burdens were .removed, and we were turned adrift,
They told us, however, in parting, that they should
not be a great way off before daylight, and that, if we
removed our bandages, or made any noise before that
time, they would be sure to return and shoot us.
Secated on a log, we waited for day. It wes not long,
‘however, before we ventured so far as to unbandage
our oyes; and then we suoceeded, though with much
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more -diffjeulty, in recovering the use of our hands.
It was now day. Once more at liberty, we collected
our scattered senses as fast as possible, and struck for
home. But so utterly were we bewildered, that we
were knocking about in tbe bush three days before
we found it

Thoroughly eatisfied with frontier life, and the
gentry of the bush, I was now willing to risk consta-
bles and consequences, by putting back among the
settlers. Accordingly, leaving the vicinity of Ben
Lomond, I shaped my course for a place called White
Hills. Here I found, and engeged myaelf to, & man
known es Patrick Welch. Still, I was the runaway
sailor, from the brig Siren, and the two pounds reward
was pufficient to put half the people of Van Diemen's
in pursuit of me. What threw the odds against me,
though I did not know it till it was too late, was, that
the unlucky Gazette was extant at the Hills, and that
my new master was reckoned in its list of patrons,

One day my worthy employer asked me & number
of questions in a seemingly careless manner, and but
too well calculated to prevent suspicion, by which, as
I afterward inferred, he satisfied himself as to my
identity with the advertised fugitive of the brig. I
afterward inferred, also—and, by this time, the reader
need not be told that I would not have been likely to
do the thing before—I afierward inforred that this care-
less questioning had been prompted by the fresh sight
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of the two pound propasition, afore mentioned. At all
events, the day following, after I had gone o my
work in the field, my master saddled his horse, and
rode away in the direction of the Malben river, the
residence of a magistrate. Ile was still absent, wheu
I came to dinner, He returned alone; but, in a
couple of hours, I saw him and another person cross
ing the field in my direction. Nor did this awaken
apprehension, till, coming up, I found the stranger a
constable, and myself his prisoner.

I was taken to Malben, and put in prison. Thus
ended the first day. The next, I was brought before
the magiatrate for examination; but he had it all to
himselZ When he found that he was growing ne
wiser “wery faat,” he ordered the constable to take
me to Launceston, to be further dealt with in the
premises. About half-way to that place, between
two pieces of woods, I satisfed my attendant, who
carried a loaded muslet, that the use of my hands for
a few moments would be imperatively necessary. He
objected that it would be contrary to law to unhand-
cuff me, under the circumstances. After som8 hesi-
tation, however, be consented, and in a few moments
was, doubtless, more comfortable when, presenting
myself before him, I held up my two hands to take
on the irons. His own were raised in the act of slip-
ping them on, when a heavy blow in his bread-basket
~dropped him. While he was falling, I anatobed biy
[

i
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musket, and, by the time he was fairly down, he found
the heavy end of it hanging rather dangerously over
his head ; and what I said about knocking something
out of it, in case the owner stirred, I dare say helped
to keep him quiet, nolens volens.

When I found I had the advantage of my late con-
voy, I thought that good manuners did not require me
to hold any long parley with him, and I bolted for
the woods. But, on arriving at the next opening,
and looking round, I saw him in hot puarsuit. Stop-
ping short, and levelling the musket, I gave him to
understand that he was a dead man if he advanced
another step. He stood. At this moment it occurred
to me that ammunition would be necessary, and that
what was in the gun ought to avail for procuring it
Welking up to him, I ordered him to deliver. He
had none, T told him there was no use in trying to
put me off with that story, as I knew he was not
there without the supplies, I made him pull off, and
throw we his coat, from the pockets of which I drew
‘s dozen balls and a pound of powder. Then, telling
him I bad all I wanted, and throwing him his coat, I
told him fo take it and be off. Iie asked me for his
musket. I told him to start, or he should bave its
contents. Then, with still more of tbe suppliant, he
said that he was a crown prisoner, and, if he went
“back without his musket, they would give him seven
‘years at Port -Arthur—a penal getilement, much °
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dreaded by convicts. I told him he might go to Nor-
folk Island—which is ten times worse—for all me:
that if he could have got the two pounds, I might
have gone to the for all he would have cared.
Whereat 1 * left him alone with his glory.”




_~CHAPTER V.
-

The old shepherd : his hospitality.—Catecheticality ~—Tragical story of
& bushranger-—Domesticates with farmer Raymond.-—Short ae.
quaintance with another ecuetable—Cuts bim—Digression.—A
night in the woods.—8Hurprised and taken.—Launceston.—Justice
Mulgrave,

WoEX overtaken by the night, I discharged my
arms, kindled two fires, laid myself down, with my
musket for a pillow, and slept till morning. At 3 P.M.
I came to a shepherd’s lodge, and hungry enough,
having fasted nearly two days. The solitary inmate,
with the natural inquisitiveness of age—for he was an
old man—began to ask me questions. On intimating
my situation, however, he kindly suppressed his curi-
osity, till he and T were the better for a good dinner,
Then he put me torough the following course.

He. What part of the world are you from?

1. Old"England.

He. Where are you going?

1. Te look for work,

He. Have you not followed the sea?

I Yea
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He. T was about sure of that,from the cut of your
jib. I am an old sailor myself, and was discharged
with a pension from a British man-of war, and I don’t
like to see a brother sailor in distresa.

I T am not exactly in distress, but am box-hauling
about, like a ship without & rudder.

He. Have you a passport? Rl

1. No. -

He. Don't the constables trouble you?

This point I evaded, and he resumed:

They will overhaul you, A pirate can a3 easily
get away from John Bull, after he gets his grappling
irons on him, as a man without a passport can eseape
the clutches of a constable. Such numbers of convicts
escape to the woods, that the heavy penalty ofefifty
pourds hangs over the head of any citizen who har-
bors one. (And he went on.) I advise you, as a
friend, to part with your musket; for if a stranger ig
found with one, he is liable to be talten up a3 a bush-
ranger; and, in that case, if he cannot give a satisfac-
tory account of himself, he will be sent to Norfolk
Island. T

And then my venerable host delivered himaelf of
the following aceount of

THE SHEPHERD AND THE BUBH-RANGER.

A short time ago, there was a shepherd of my ae-
quaintance, whose hut used to be visited by a hush-
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ranger. The bush-ranger, whose nawe was Michael
Iowe, had a faithful dog, on which he made great
dependence, and which would have saved him, as we
shall see; but his bour had come. The large price of
£200, set upon his head by the governor, transformed
the previous friend of the fugitive into a treacherous
and deadly foe. The shepherd, who had & son a sol-
dier, at Hobart Town, the capital of the island, wrote
to the governor, thatif he would send him, he thought
he would be able to capture the fugitive. The soldier
was sent, accordingly, and nothing remained hut to
wait @2l the bungry convict shonld return to share
the hospitality of his friend. e came; but, as he
neared the house, the unusual conduct of his dog in-
duced him to hesitate. Instead of quictly following
" his master to the house as formerly, he stopped, and
barked; and started back, and barked, and barked
agair. When the shepherd was drawn to the door,
the cooviet, who was standing on a little eminence
some distance off, asked him what could be the means
ing of this strange behavior in his dog; whether
some person was not in the house; and, finally, whether
he—the shepherd—was going to betray him. To all
this his old host replied with 8o many and strong as-
gurances of fidelity, that the poor fellow ecautiously
approached the door, and finally entered. At the
moment he did so, the soldier fired from his conceal-
ment, bat was in such & flurry as not to hit. The
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convict levelled his rifle at his unseen enemy, fired,
but without effect, and turned and fled. His enemies,
armed respectively with axe and musket, pursued
him—overtook him. The musket felled him, and the
axe severed from its shoulders the thousand deller
head, But when they had got it to Hobart Town,
they found it above par. It secured the discharge of
the son, and the pardon of the father; for the old vil-
lain was himsclf a conviet. And they botb took
ship for England, free, and as happy as the governor's
reward, and the consciousness of 30 mueh good desert
could make them.

Parting with my old friend, and with my musket,
Ilaid my course once more for obart Town. Though
a gtranger, in travelling on the island, especially if des-
titute of that sine guz non of a passport, s I was,
must pay a heavy tax to the popular virtue of inquis-
itiveness I must do the settlers the justice {o say, that
hospitality i3 scarcely less a common virtue. Thus

annoyed, and thus befriended, I travelled on till it
" was my hap to fall in with farmer Raymond, to whom
I engaged myself for a month. -

But my old enemies were crossing my path at every
turn. Scarcely was 1 settled in ‘my new situation,
when the following liftle affair occurred. Entering
the house, one day, I found a stranger seated by the
fire.—It was about the last of July, and, of course,
winter in that hemisphere.—After eyeing me for a



T3 THE AUSTRALIAN CAPTIVE,

moment, he said: “ Yourg man, I perceive you are a
stranger in these parta. I would like to know where
you are from.” My reply was: “I am an English-
man, from Dartmouth, in Devonshire,” “ What is
your namel”’ * Edward Johns” Then the master
of the house, being questioned, replied, that I came
there looking for work; that he had hired me; and
that waseall he knew. ‘ Have you a passport?”
“No" “Then you have no business here. Have
you never had one?” “No: and snother thing; I
don't want any.” “ We will see about that, without
going any further” So saying, he rose from his
chair, thrust his hand into his pocket, and puiled out
a pair of hand-irona. By the time his colors were up,
I had raised mipe, in the shape of a stick of firewood ;
and, the better to explair its import, added: “If you
offer to lay a hand on me, ¥ will lay the weight of
this stick over your head” The word and the sign
were understood, and to explain his peaceable inten-
tions, the worthy remarked: “I bave no wish to in-

jure you; sll I want is, to take you to a magistrate, )
that, if a free man,*you may be provided with a pass-
port.” My answer was: “I have my freedom, and
mean to maictain it, while I hold this stick, and am
able to use it.” While uttering this belligerent speech,
I was stepping backward for the door, with my un-
armed hand extended by way of feeler, when, what
should it grasp, but the tipstaff’s musket/ 1 need now



THE ADSTRALIAN CAPTIVE. 73

say that’it bore me compnny ns, with a bound, I
cleared the door. * Does this belong to you?” * Yes.”
Discharging it, I pulled out my jack-knife—imny eye
on the officer, to keep a safe distance between us—and
deliberately unscrewed the cock, and took it offt By
this time Tip was a little nearer than I liked. Of
course I was not slow in giving him notice—raising
the musket, in the mean time, to render it impressive
—that he was to keep the proper distance, unleas he
wished to bite the dust. The poor fellow! he was in
a beautiful perspiration by this time. When my job
on the musket was done, I hove it as far as I could,
and took to my bheele. My man had to find it before
be was armed for the chase, so that I was fairly in the
woods before he was under weigh. Whesher he ever
entered the bueb, or what did become of him, I have
no means of knowing ; which circumstance mnat apol-
ogize, at once to the reader and him, for the ensuing
silence of this history on the subject of that redoubt-
able personege. .
The reader, who carries along in his mind’s locker
the idea of my age at the time of these paasing adven-
tures, may think his eredulity too largely taxed, unless,
at some point, I digress into & little explanation. I
could never claim kin with the race of pigmies on the
one hand, nor, on the other, are there any records, or
even authentic tradition, by which I conld ever estab-

lish my lineal descent from a certain king of Bashan,
D
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But when the reader finds me, at the tims of this
writing, bnt little less than a six-footer, with hone and
muscle to match; and when he is farther advised,
that Lrose to these proportions when unusually young,
he will cease to wonder ihat, at the age of sixteen, I
should have been able to do and bear what few of my
full-grown contemporaries would have willingly haz-
arded. And then he should remember, that [ was
thrown, from early boﬁrllood, into scenes of peril and
hardships. So that, what from being impetuous and
fearless, hardy ond strong, and o [itle overgrown;
accustomed to self-dependence, and bred, withal, among
reckless and desperate men, I had ceased, at this
passing period of my history, to feel myself a boy,
or to be one. In a word—the reader must excuse the
egotism—I had a gnarled head, that earricd a tongue
civil, or saucy, as occasion required ; a brawny breast,
thot knew no fear, and a brawny arm, with a fist at
the end of it, which no prudent antagonist would be
likely toprovoke without locking at it more than once,

The night after I had so uncivilly declined the
handeuffs, and beaten off and distanced the lubber
that offered thern—that night was passed in.the wocds,
It was like others, passed in the same way, only that
it was without a fire, and the weather was cold.
Quitting my bed of bushes in the morning, and ob-
taining the necessary refreshment and information of
an old settler at noon, 1 pushed for Hobart Town,
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where I hoped to get a ship, heartily sick, as . was,
of my land eruise. Standing away north, till about
8 par, I was suddenly met—the reader anticipates
me, and 1t were useless to get up anything by way of
aurprise, on his part, however sorely it was felt on
mine—by two constables, botb armed, ¢ la Van Die-
men's. The usual questions were followed by the
usual answers, The issue of the case seemed all but
transparent from the outset. True, I could have
fought or run; but, then, I did not care to be shot, as
it might have proved fatal to the hope of fighting or
running on some more inviting oecasion. So I de-
cided, under all the circumstances, to content myself,
as well as I could, with being saucy, taking on o pair
of bandcuffs, and being marched back to Launceston,
By the way, however, I was first examined by tbe
Perth magistrate, to whom I gave my assumed name,
and so much other satisfaction as induced him, with
very little delay, to forward me to my original destina-
tion, The following day found me once more where
I had talcen my unceremonious leave of the Siren, six
months before,

After two days in prison, I was brought before Jus-
tice Mulgrave, the highest judicial dignitary in South
Van Diemen's. A glance told me that he was a hard
character, With a look betokening the Bengal tiger,
he interrogated me, and was anawered as follows.

Magistrate. “ Where did you come from ?”
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Prisoner. ''From the Jail.”

« Mag. “Do you not know better than to answer me
in that manner?"”

“Pris, “1 told you the truth.”

Mog. * What brought you here?”

Pris. “1 believe it was the constable.”

Mag. (In a rage.) * Tell me, immediately, who you
are, and where you came from, or I will put you where
the dogs will not bark at you.”

Pris. ¥ Where is that?”

Mag. “1 will scon let yon know who you are
ta.lkmg to,”

Pris, *My name is Edward Johns, of England ; and
I left the Pyramus, which came from Bristol with the
general cargo.”

Mag. (Looking over his book.} * Thers were men
who ran away from the Pyramus; but I cannot find
your name among them; I shall therefore send you
back to jail, till I can write to Hobart Town, and as-
certain if your name is there, or if they can find out
who you are.”

Upon this, the constable was ordered to take me
back to prison, where I lay a fortnight. At the end
of that time, I stood once more in the presence of this
impersonation of Epglish justice, who questioned me
again, in various ways, and to whom I merely replied,
that all I had to say hed been given on my previous
examination; adding: “You can lead the horse to
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water, but you cannot make him drink,” After some
words of threalening, which were answered with
others of defiance, I was remanded to my place of dur-
ance; whencee, after the lapse of ten days, I made my
third appearance before the worshipful, who was sup-
ported, on this occasion, by Mesars. Wentworth and
Franklin. After questioning, and cross-questioning
me o their hearts’ content, and eliciting nothing, they
put their heads together for some time, when the
following hrief colloquy ensued.

Justrces, ** We must discharge you. You can go
where you please; only take care not to come before
us again.”

Pris, *You have had the pleasure of keeping me
in jail, and you may have the pieasure of paying me
a dollar for every day you have kept me there.”

Jua. “ Quit the office immediately, or we will put
you back there.”

Pris. “You can bark pretty loud; but you may
soon see that one can be found who can bark still

. louder.”

Leaving the office, I proceeded directly to the bouse
of the deputy governor. The servant hesitated as to
admitting me, but offered to convey my message.
- As T insisted, however, on delivering it myself, he
went Lo his master, and soon returned with an order
to send me in. On entering, that gentleman kindly
inquired my business; to whom I said: “I came to
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the country about seven months ago, when I ran away
from my ship, and went into the country, where I re-
mained till I was taker up, because I bad no passport,
and bronght before the magistrate, by whose order I
had been kept in jail nearly a month. That, when he
found I was a free man, he discharged me, without a
passport; and that, when I asked him io pay me for
the time of my false imprisonment, he ordered me
about my business, and not to let him see me there
again.”  “I will see about that,”’ said the governor.
Then, sitting down, he wrote a note which he delivered
to me, saying; * Take that to Mr. Mulgrave, and if he
does not satisfy you, come back to me, and I will see
about it.” My lord Justice received the note, shock
his head, and told me to come again the next day.
The next mornirg I was there again: all the justices
being present. After conferring apart, they cashed
over, and gave me a passport in the bargain. To re-
store their equanimity, I left them with—* Good-bye;
and I hope you will keep t'other eye open for the next
gailor that cornes this way.”



CHAPTER VI.

Bhips for London.—Runs away.—Is arrested—Three months om &
tread-mill.—A flare-up.—Scene changes to a dungeon.—Rechanges to
the mill—Prisoners decide on subjecting the machine to certain
repairs, and what they gained by it.—Obeervations and instances
relating to the severity of the penal code. h

Dec. 29, 1836, found me shipped for London, in the
Caroline, belonging to that place. While descending
the river to George Town, however, she wasfound to
be leaking pretty freely, and while lying there at an-
chor, for the purpose of taking in wood, we were
obliged to pump ship every half-hour. All the men
agreed that we ought not to undertake so long a
voyage with the vessel in that condition. The conse-
quence was, that we of the forecastle went aft'to the
quarter-deck, and told the captain that we would not
proceed on the voyage, unless the ship were over-
hauled before leaving George Town. The reply to
this was, that she would bave no repairs done to her
before she got to London, if she ever did; and that
if she did not, she would not need any. We ihsisted
on going ashore, He swore that we should not leawe
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the ship ; and some of us did not do anything less
than swear—though it was inside of our teeth—that
we would do the thing, at all hazards,

Accordingly, during my watch on deck that night,
four of us agreed to leave. For this purpose, we sin-
gled out and greased the boats’ falls, 50 as to prevent

"o noise; lowered the boat, hanled her under the bows,
got our chests and hammocks into her, and pulled
eshore, where we remained on the beach till day-
light. Then, leaving the boat oo the beach, we carried
our traps to a public house, where we intended to stop.
By this time the mate was up, who, findiag the boat
gone, hailed another, belonging to the Wallaby, lying
near the ond we had left, and got the loan of it. No
sooner ‘was it fairly alongside, thpn the skipper and
his man were iu it—alike advised of the escapade—
an}. pulling for the beach. The consequance was
that we were scarcely comfortable in our new quar-
ters, when two of the constabulary hove to, and hailed
us, We gave them a short answer. Tlhey became
gaucy. We advised them to start, as, otherwise, we
would belp them to doso. Whereupon, attempting
to arrest us, we gave them a good threshing, and hove
them outinto the street. Then, lea.lving our stuff in care
of our landlord, we set off, overland, for Launceston.

The constables, however, had observed our di-
rection, so that, being better acquainted with roads
than we, they came up with us in about four miles,
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In the meantime, instead of two, they now numbered
six, having been reinforced by four soldiers, one of
which latter, was a ci-devant Jack Tar. As soon as
they found themselvea within speaking distance, they
ordered us to heave to, or they would fire on us. To
this, however, we paid no attention, but made the best
poasihle use of our sca legs, till, at length, we found
them alongeide. Then the salt one vociferated—
“ Back your mainstays, or we will do it for you.” Be-
side outnumbering us, they were armed; we were not
To trifle longer, would have beer to tempt our fall,
Thus our headway was deadened ; and, heaving about,
as we were obliged to do, we stood on the other tack,
till we dropped our anchor in the bottom of George
Town jail, where we lay two days,

The captain then came, and demanded whether we
would return to the ship, and make the voyage, as
wo had agreed. All of us agreed that it was disa-
greeable to us to agree to any such agreement, and
that we were positively agreed not to do it. The
skipper ended, for the present, this disagreeable disa-
greement, by turning on his heel, with—"* Then I know
what to do with you.” Nor were we troubled with
any long uncertainty, as to the object of the skipper's
parting intimation, a8 we presently found ourselvesin
presence of the
trial for non-f

eorge Town justice, and on our
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that the ship was leaky and unseaworthy, and that
we did not think we ought to be put into our coffin
before we were dead. All this was vain, save that it
drew from the court the offer to us of two things—
pamely : to join our ship, or take three months in
prison, at ‘bard labor. To this we replied, that we
would not go back to the ship, any how, “Then I
must send you to the tread-mill, at Launceston, for
three months.” And he was as good as his word—for,
‘after another week in our recent place of durance,
we had an opportunity of learning from the Launces-
ton tread-mill what the '*hard labor” clause of our
sentence stood for,

From five to eight in the morning we were on the
wheel, before hreakfast. That meal consisted of half
a pound of bread, as black as a pot, together with a
pint of skelly—a very thin grucl, without salt From
half-past eight, we were on the wheel again, till twelve,
when we kuocked off to go to dinner. This was made
by the half pound of black bread, hefore mentioned,
and a quarter pound of meat. At one P.AL, we were
turned on again, where we remained till six, when,
with another half pound of hread and the pint of
skelly, we were locked up for the night. This was the
routine, and this the fare of a day, and of every day,
unless for some misconduct, we were suhjected to
some extra penalty.

The wheel is nearly forty feet in length; alittle for-
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ward of, and about three feet above which, is an iron
rod, horizontal, like the wheel, and of eorresponding
length. Those on the wheel, have hold of this with
‘their two hands, and, by this means, are able, by
ghifting their weight {rom hand to foot, and vicc versa,
to retard or accelerate the motion of the machine,
which is employed in grinding wheat—unless, which
sometimes happens, there is none to grind. In that
case, as prisoners, whether conviets or otherwise, who
are connected with it, must never rest—its motion
continues for their sole benefit. This is called “grind-
tng wind.” Over the wheel, and in sight of the cpe-
ratives, an overseer has his seat, whose busincss, among
other things, is to see that the treading is duly done,
without any improper Jiolding on to the horizontal
fixture, above deseribed.

‘ And hereby bangm & tale.”

T was one day holding on to the fixture, afore-named,
& little harder than our vigilant overseer thought
necessary, when, ¢ Start up!” was sung out, with its
customary tone of official barshness, I was irritated,
and, being inclined, if not to stand, at least to lean
upon my reserved rights, returned an answe?denoﬁag
e little obstinacy, and still more eontempt.” This
brought me back a threat of confinement, mingled
with something about “ bread and water.” Where—
upon, one of my shipmates and I left the wheel, and,
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going up to the chap, told him to be mors civil, or we
would shut up his dead-lights for him. This was the
signal upon which bhe disappeared. Of course, our
trizmph was short, and, as the reader anticipates,
dearly purchased. For, soon, the superintendent, duly
enlightened as to the flare-up, was upon us with but
little less than half a dozen of my old and very atten-
tive friends, the constables, who locked us in celly,
six feet by two, for two days, with tbe usual per diem
allowance of a pound of bread, and two pints of
walter.

We twain had so much ill-desert in us, that it re-
quired the co-operation of three of her majesty’s jua-
tices to get it out of us. How they succeeded, * it
bools not me to say;” but, at any rate, they tried us.
As for me, I was found to be an old customer; for
these chaps were the veritable trio who figured in the
preceding chapter, who got such, and so large sport out
of me, and who were obliged to pay for it, to the tune
of a dollar a-day. The loving looks which they, and
especially my dear friend Mulgrave, cast at me, show-
ed, at once, that I was not unthankfully forgotten.
To let that gentleman know that recognition was like-
ly to prove mutual, I asked if I were owing him any-
thing. He replied, that he bad a bit of an account to
settlo with me; adding, that he thought he had seen
my face before. I admitted that he was probably
right, as to that, and considerably move than intimated
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the opinion, that his face would not be greatly flattered
by comparison with specirens that might be met with
in a pig-market.

The superintendent, baving been called upon to
state his complaint, charged us, as he said, “with
mutinous conduct, and threatening to shut up the
dexd-lights of the overseer,” Everything appeared
plain enough, with the pingle exception of the dead-
lights ; but this, the learned jurist declared, was more
than he was able to understand. Not knowing what
false gloss might be supplied, nor how much it might
make 2 bad matter worse, I volunicered to enlighten
the court, by explaining, that dead-lights was a nauti-
cal metaphor for the eyes: and, by consequence, that
our offer to the overseer was, that of merely closing
his peepers. Upon this, and when the incumbenta of
the bench had conferred together for a few moments, .
they told the superintendent to bring the #riangle, and
that they would seize wus up, and give us seventy-
five apiece. I told them, that we were neither con-
victs nor crown prisoners, and that T would like to
see them put a lash on my back; that they were wel-
come to try it, but might be assured that it would coat

thern more than their commissions were worth, These
and other similar remarks induced & pause and an-
other conference, the which ended in a mittimua to
the dungeon, for one week, on bread and water.

At the end of that time, we found ourselves onoe
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more among our old companions, and at our old station,
on the wheel. One morning, pot long after, while
the overseer was af brealfast, we first resolved our-
gelves into a committee of the whole. Then we re-
golved, that it was high time the wheel had under-
goue repairs. In the next place, we resolved that we
would make a united affurt to render the necessity of
such repairs as obvious to our ecmployers, as it was
already to ourselves, To fifty-five of us; and that
should have becn earlier stated as our wiiole number;
to fifty-five of us, the will to create that necessity was
only a little easier than the decd. It was done. The
overseer returned ; the superintendent was summoned.
It was a very clear case; that is, a very broken one, and
which must needs be mended. OQf course, our hope
was, that we were to gain by this state of things, in
some way. How we were to lose by it, we could not
well conceive. But we were soon enlightened, and it
was on this wise.

After marching us into the spacious yard of the
prison, which was enclosed by brick walls twenty feet
in height, they kindly farnished every man of us with
two heavy blocks of wood. These we were to take
one in cither hand, and then, in this ignoble plight,
we were rarched around the yard, and then again;
round, and round, and round. As already intimated,
the wooden weights were heavy, and hard to hold,in
the outset; and it were needless to add, that we found
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them becoming more and more so very fast, till it
was past questioning, that * holding on” was a far
Jess easy operation, under present, than former cir-
cumstances. In a word, we were ripe for another—
any other—change, and willing rather to invite, than
to forego it.  Dut I anticipate.

When we were “turned to,” after dinner, gome of
the men spoke to the overscer to say, that they wanted
to see the magistrate. The superintendent was called,
to whom the above-expressed wish wes stated. Upon
this, he went away, and soon returned with a dozen
constables. Then he sent for a couple of magistrates;
and we were severally examined, By this time, it
became apparent that the affair was likely to be re.
garded iu the light of another mutiny. The conse-
quence was, that only sixteen of the whole number
could be induced to own that they wished to see the
magistrate, at all. From this aumber, five were select-
ed as ringleaders in the bueiness, and sentenced to
receive & bundrod lashes apiece. They were convicta.
After keeping them in the watch-house til! next morn-
ing, we were all called out Lo witness their ignomini-
cus punishment, Poor fellowa * * ® # &

Passing & variety of incidents connected with the
remaining period of my tread-mill experience, I only
remark that, long before it ended, inadequate food,
together with other varieties of rigorous treatment

bad left me with gcarcely strength to put one foot be-
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fore the other. By rigorous treatment, as above, 1
mean the entire punishments provided for various
minor offences ; such as the clandestine possession of
any little matter of comfort, or luxury., For instance:
before turning in-at night, we were searched with ref-
erence to all objects of that description ; and a piece
of tobacco would send its possessor to the dungeon,
on bread and water, for a week, Of this I had super-
abundant evidence; evidence from observetion and
from experience, At the same time, not being a con-
viot, I escaped those extremes of severity to which
most of my fellow-prisoners were subject, as in the
few instances I bave had occcasion to notice before,
Some remarks on the penal code, and its practical op-
eration on its wretched subjects, as related alike to
New South Wales and the other penal settiements,
together with Van Diemen's Land, I may take ocea-
gion to introduce in connection with observations to
be made hereafter on tbe former of these two islanda®

* Bee Appendix A,



CHAPTER VIL

On board the Carib, & whaler.—FEarly suocesa—Viaits the ocomsd of
New Holland for supplies.—Is wrecked and cast away on an unlo-
habited part of the coast.—Numbern of the lost and saved —Shifts
to which the latter were driven after reaching shore, an well sa the
shifts by which they reached it.

WHEN our three months of punishment for deser-
" tion were ended, we spent three weeks at a boarding-
house in town; partly for the purpose of waiting for
another ship, and partly to recover the necessary
strength for fulfilling its duties, when anything eligi-
ble in that shape should offer. My companions took
8 British home-bound vessel ; shortly after which, I
shipped in the Carib, a whale-ship, Capt. Thompson,
belonging to Bricksom, England.

April 28, 1837, having sailed from Launceston to
Hobart Town, we weighed anchor for the coast of
New Holland, for the purpose of sperm-whaling.
Arrived on the coast, we cruised from latitudes 28° to
85° south. We were here about three months, In
the former half of that time, we had taken seven hun-
dred barrels of sperm, When the three months were
up, however, we were under the necessity of putting
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into & bay, on the south coast, for wood and water.
It is called the Archipelage. This whole extent of
const, from Adeclaide, on the east, to King George's
sound, on the west, 18 totally unishabited ;- a distance
of about one thousand miles.* The Archipelago bay,
go mewnorable in my humble listory, is nearly equi-
distant from the two places last mentioned.

Little did we deem that our noble ship was destined
to cast her hapless people, along wilh her shattered
fragments, on this desolate and inhospitable shore.
But so it was written; ag, by the light of the next
morning, we were compelled to read. 'This, however,
is anticipation. We aailed into the hay; let go our -
anchor; furled our sail; sent down our top-gallant-
yards, and made everything snug for the night, as
well knowing the fickleness of the weather on this
coast, which even then gave indications not altogether‘
flattering. Early in the evening, the captain ordered
the mate Lo turn the hands up to moor ship, which
was no sooner done than it began to blow a heavy
gale from the N.E. Our two anchors were out. The:
chain of the smaller one, of 180 fathoms, parted at
about nine o'clock, nor did our best bower bring the
ship’s head to the wind before it also parted. It was
my watch on deck, and I ealled the eaptain,” telling
him both cables were parted, and that the ship was

* “South Australia” is the name of & new colony, west of Adel.mda,
o the soulh coast
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drifting faat toward the shore. The captain sprang
from his berth, and the next moment all hands were
on deck. The fore-sail, and fore-top-mast stay-sail,
were loosed ; the helm was hard up, and all bands
were at the windlass, heaving in chain. But there
was 80 much out, and the swell, which came rolling in
from the sea, was so heavy, and we were alrcady in s0
shoal water, that the ship would not pay off betore
the wind. Before we had the chain all in, she struck
heavily on the beach, It was in vain that the cap-
tain sang out, “Heave away at the windlass, my lads;
for we will get her off as soon as the gale is over.”
Poor ship! she had three or four planks knocked out
of the bottom at that very moment When, there-
fore, she struck the second time, which she did much
harder than before, she began to settle in the sand,
end keel over on to her beam-ends. The consequence
. was, that, being unable to work any longer at the
windlass, we were driven aft to the quarter-deck.

By this time, the surf, which was forty to fifty feet
high, was breaking over, fore and aft. Forward, it
swept everything. Aft, it took our bulwarks try-
works, and bow-boat. At this crisis, as the ship was
laboring very heavily in the surf, we did not expect
that sbhe would hold together for two hours. Thke
captain ordered the fore and main masts to be cut
away. The night was dark as pitch, and when the
sea broke over us, nothing hut & firm hold saved a
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man of us from being carried away with it, The skip-
per asked who would volunteer to go forward and cut
away the fore-mast. The mate answered by taking
the axe, and I by seizing the lantern. Each of us
had a rope about his body, with the other end made
fast to a ring-bolt in the deck, and as soon as a favor-
ahle moment offered, we got forward to the mast, and
began to cut away. Hardly had we begun, however,
hefore a heavy sea knocked us both senseless. When
it left the deck, we recovered; hut our lantern was
gone. - Waiching the next opportunity, I went aft,
brought the binnacle lamp, and the mast went hy the
board. Then we went alt, to cut away the main-mast,
Just as we reached it, however, a tremendous sea
broke over us, which carried away all our remaining
boats—five in number—along with the companion-
way; and with them five of the men, whose dead
bodies we afterward found on the beach. All this
while, the mate and myself clung f{ast to the fife-rail.
Before the next breach, however, we succeeded in
sending the main-mast also hy the board, when the
ship lay much easier, and began to sink pretty well -
into the sand, But she was a wreck, and could not
hold together till daylight. And we were without &
boat. The only chance of getting to the shore alive,
was by meang of the mast and yards, which, by some
of the ropes, were kept from floating away from the
ship's side. For myself, I got forward, where a spare
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top-mast was lying, lashed to the ring-bolts. Catting
it loose, and making myself fast to it with a rope, the
bulwarks being level with the deck, the next sea set
me and my life-preserver adrift. Presently, however,
I found myself entangled with the floating part of
the wreck. Long time did I lie in that state, the surf
ever and anon breaking over me ; so that, but for hav-
ing lashed myself to the spar, I must inevitahly have
perished before getting clear of the ship. But, as a
mereciful Providence willed it, a violent sea drove me,
at length, from my moorings; and the next I knew I
was on the beach, It was in vain, however, that I
now strove to disengage myeelf from the top-mast;
- and the flux and reflux of the surf toased me alter-
pately forward and backward til]l my senses left me.
At length, however, 8 huge swell hove me, spar and
all, high and dry upon the beach, where I lay till
some of my shipmates, who had gained the shore be-
fore me, came to my assistance, Afler cutting me
loose, they rolled me on a barrel, and stood me on
my head, till my senses returned; after which they
walked me to and fro on the beach till I was shie to
take care of myself.

The first thing I did upon finding myself fairly
alive, was to offer up my thanks to God for his merci-
ful preservation of me in 8o great a denger. True, I
was g sinner ; but not a hrute ; nor, what is worse, an
infidel. I had & heart, and it felt thankful. Here,
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then, we were, on a desert shore, many thousand
miles from home, and half a thousand from the near-
est civilized settlement, and with the chance against
ug of being found and massacred by the savages, be-
fore we could be able to repair our boats, and gct out
of their reach; for we were totally unarmed, and, at
the same time, with no other than the scanty and wet
clothing in whick we had made our narrow escape
from 2 watery grave. Daylight at length dawned on
us; but it only served to show us sights of woe,
among whick was the unwelcome certainty that our
missing comrades were not among the living. For
when, at day-dawn, wc were mustered by the captain,
who was among the surviving, it was found that our
number was reduced from thirty-two to twenty-seven,

Tle first thing 1o be done was to obtain fire. This
cost us much hard laber; for, as our powder and
matches were spoiled, we were forced to seek our ob-
Jject by the more primitive expedient of friction, by
means of dry pieces of wood. At last, after a deal
of fruitless effort, a shipmate and myself, who had
gone a distance by ourselves for thé purpose of doing
the thing in our own way, returned with buraing evi-
dence of our superior ingenuity. Portions of the
wreck soon made us a large fire, Our bread was in-
edible ; bnt we fonnd a barrel of flour on the beach,
with plenty of beef and pork; so that, though desti-
tute of kitchen utensils, yet, finding a atream of fresh
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water fo the neighborhood, we kneaded and baked
some bread, which, with the salt ineat, supplied us
with a breakfast. The object next in importance,
after this supply of our more immediate wants, was
th8 repair of our boats; the captain intending to
coast our way round to King George's sound, distant,
as formerly stated, some five hundred miles, that be-
ing the nearest English settlement on the coast. Sub-
jecta of repair, among the boats, were selected from
those which were least damaged. The rest were to
supply what these wanted, and cspecially the nails,
Of boards the supply was ample; but the process,
chiefly for want of tools, was likely to involve diffi-
culty, and considerable time.

The second day after our great calamity, the wind
in the mean time having dicd away, the ship—whai
there was left of it—was found fairly out of water,
so that we could walk around it without wetting our
feet. The people were divided into threc parties, and
the labor distributed accordingly. One of them was
employed upon the boats; another in collecting valu-
ablea from the wreck; and the third in providing for
the comfort of the rest. It was my bad fortune, as
will presently appear, that I had been detailed on
this last named service. A part of it consisted in
collecting a sort of shell-fish, which, as they were
rather numerous at different points along the beach,
made a very agreeable as well as salutary addition to
our salt provisions
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The stroll—The surprise.—The capture-—Prisoner denuded.—dap—
tors, with their prisoner, plunge inlo the forest—Painful mareh.—
Joins & large body of the tribe—Native surprise, and first impres-
vion.—Firat night among saveges.—First morning, including the
knogaroo bunt—Some secount of that euricus animal

THE order established in our forlorn community
was briefly stated at the close of the preceding chap-
ter; as, also, that I had found myself included in the
corps of purveyors, and that an occasional service in
that connection consisted in the collection of auch ani-
mal food-as is washed ashore by the sea. It was this
occasional service which led to my sudden separation
from my comrades, and from civilized sooiety; and
which subjected me to all the hazards and hardships
of a long captivity among & race of cannibals. How
it fell out, and what followed, will now be related.

It was on the third day following our nautical mis-
adventure, that I toolk a stroll along the shore of the
bay beyond my former limits. Collecting the bivalves
and univalves into little heaps, as I proceeded, it was
my intention to bag them on my return, and carry
them to head.quarters, The reader has rightly in-

Coam.
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ferred that I was slone.  After havicg been out about
two hours, and just as I was thinking that it was time
I should return, my reverie was broken by an un-
~ carthly yell. Tstarted. The hair rose upon my head,

“Like quills upon the fretted poreunine™

Seven naked savages stood before me, cach armed
with a spear. One wild glance revealed the ntter
hopelessness of my situation; for an intervening point
hid me entirely from my shipmates, and any uttempt
at cscape only promised to transform me into the
figure of the man my readers may have seen in an old
almanac. As I did not offer to stir, they drew close
around me, still poising their deadly weapons, as for
an.instantaneous despatch, in case of the alightest in-
dications of r¢sistance or flight.

The first words that relieved the hideous pantomime,
were—the meaning was to come to me afterward—
“Yeneki eru goli? Aman bockin eoli?—Who are
you? Where did you come from?” Then they
told me—making signs by way of explanation—to pull
off my clothes. To ell this, I demurred, and hesitated
as if it were unintelligible. DBut a red flanne! shirt
was an object of irresistible cupidity to a savage fancy,
and they soon relieved me of more than half the
trouble of compli;a.nce with their polite requirement,
The transformation was no less sudden than complete;
leaving my person as native and as nude as any of
theire, bating ;nly the grease ;md a little paint.
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The principal figure of the group was distinguished
by a bunch of white cockatoo feathers behind each
ear, together with a pair of something, like epanleties,
formed of the plumes of the emu, a large native hird,
the congener of the ostrich. His long hair was tied
up behind, somewhat afler the common female fashion.
This was the chief, and such the insignia of bis au-
thority. The native notions forbidding monopoly, the
shirt, with the tempting red, was no socner in their
hands, than it was torn into as many parts as equalled
the number of my captors, and approprnated by each
as his own faney prompted.

After amusing themselves at my expense for pome
time, with no otBer inconvenience {0 me than some
petty annoyances, they were ready to decamp, and
made signs to me,accordingly, Up to this moment, I
had cherished the hope that some of my shipmates
would make their appearance; but in vain, Itwasin
vain, also, that I motioned my kidnappers to go
toward the wreck. They headed directly toward the
woods, which were distant only some forty roda
Two of the seven led the van; naked aud barefoot, I
formed the centre, and the remaining five brought up
the rear,

In this order, our march continued for about ten
miles, To me, they were long ones; for even the
most painful of inward feelings could not render me
eatirely insensible to the sufferings incident to a jowr
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ney, rapid, ag this was, over a rough surface, and
through a tangled forest, and with feet and every part
of my person totally unprotected. This painful scene
continued, with little 1o disturb its sameness, save
that, ever and anon, a flock of kangaroo broke and
fled from before us in various directiona, like frightened
sheep, till, all et once, as if by magic, two hundred
men, women, and children—nude, gentle reader, all
nude, a8 Adam and Eve in the gerden—started np
beforeus. 'We were close upon them, before they saw
us. At sight of me, they raised a yell, sufficient to
frighten a youngster, as I was, out of a year’s growth,
At the same moment, the women slong the smaller
children on their backs, and ran; the larger children
squealed, like 80 many guinea-pigs, and ran also; the
women vociferating: “Yenec jon ack: Yenec jon
ack-—Ile is the devil: He is the devil” On arriv-
ing at the huts, though we found them minus the
women and children, the men presently gathered
around me, and appeared 1o bo hugely inquisitive as
to who I was, and whence I came. At length, they
made signs to me to it down by a fire, in front of one
of the wigwams. These people, when travelling, are
very wary of a large fire. This was scareely larger
than a man's hat The reason is, that fire, or even a
emoke, would endanger their discovery by an enemy ;
an event that in most cases, would prove equivalent
to their massacre ; for the wribea, with fow exceptions,
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are in a state of unceasing war, in prosecuting which,
it is & master stroke, by stealing upon a sleeping
enemy, to put them to an indiscriminate slanghter—
men, women and children.

After teasing me with numberless questions, till
they were satisfied that I was so utterly outre ns
not to understand the first syllable of their elegant
vernacular, they further tested my pretensions to polite
society, by an offer of food, in quality and shape of
raw oppossum. Alack, that it was so!—but so it was,
that I was forced to decline it—whereupon they broke
into a loud laugh, doubtless wondering how my edu-
cation could have been so sadly neglected.

But night was drawing on, and different hunting par-
ties, with more or less evidences of success, continued
coming in, til} all were assembled. The whole tribe, in-
cluding womoen and children, numbered about fifteen
hundred. By sunset, I found myself surrounded by
several hundred men, who remained in deep, and oc-
casionally angry consultation till nine o'clock. Nor
had T any reason to doubt, that the question of this
protracted and exciting dehate, was the life or death.
of their prisoner, nor that the chances stood strongly
in faver of the latter alternative. HSo fixed, indeed,
were my apprehensions of death, at that time, that
hope and fear were mainly busy with the mere ques-
tion of its mode. Dying was not so much the object
of dread es that, I knew not what roasting procesa
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would go before it.  On the other hand, I hoped—and
it was about all I could hope—that the wretches would
be kind encugh to do the kiiling first, and be quick
about it, and roast and eat their suppers allerward.
When this grim court, however, adjourned and dis-
persed, I knew the question wau settled otherwise, at
least for the present. Indeed, I was not without hope
that the chief, who obviously claimed me as his prop-
erty, was predetermnined to turn me to some betier
account than that of feasting his liege subjects. Nor
was this hope unstrengthened, when, to make a safer
place for me, that dignitary sent away bis wives—there
were only seven of them, with children in proportion
—to construct another lodge for themselves, putting
me into what was their part of the hut, and laying
himself down in the fore-part of it; and all, aa I con-
cluded, not only to obviate the escape of his prisoner,
but to obviate abduction or assassination. ’
But, to me, the night was sleepless, and from two
causes. I was surrounded by blood-thirsty miscreants,
and it was no great reach of night-fancy, under such
" circumstances, that one of their spears might let the
life out of me hefore morning. But apart from men-
tal uneasiness, I was suffering with cold. It was
about the last of September, and, of course, answered
to the same time in our month of March, True, I
was partially sheltered, but then I was totally un-
clothed, and on the naked earth. My teeth chattered,
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and aleep was a stranger to my eyes the live-long
night. Day dawned, but my new associates were still
in their deepest slumber. Sound sleep never over-
takes these people till aRer midnight. The men lie
down by the fire, which is always in front of the huts,
and there they sleep in all weather, winter as well
as summer. The interior of their rude dwellings
is always left to their women and children. At mid-
night, dew begins to fall. It is copious, like a driz-
zling rain. With this, the deep, native sleep begins,
which holds till the sun is two hours above the hori-
zon. So literally do these children of nature leave
each day to take care of itself; that they eat no break-
fust which a hunt of the same morning has not fur-
nished. Of this, thiy first morning of my connection
with them was to furnish a proof in point

By the time the dew was dry on the grass and her-
bage—and they never hunt before—their spears were
in readiness. Led by the chief, who took good care
to keep me near him, they filed off into the scrub. A
conple of miles brought us to a sudden halt. To my
eye, there was nothing visible, absolutely nothing. The
native eye, and ear, and smell, have 8 keenness of
peroeption of which civilized man knows npothing.
ARer a breathleas pause of about two minutes, the
chief raised his hand, making certain motions with
its fingers, when the party flow off in different diree-
* tions, while I remained where I was, an admiring spec-
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tator of the strange manceuvre. Presently they had
formed a wide circle. Now they advanced a step or
two. Then they were motionless an statues, Then
they moved a few sleps again; and agnin were still;
and all this while every eye seemed fixed on some
central object which, to my unpractised sight, remained
inviaible. At length, however, I aaw the game—two
hundred kangeroo, or more. The beautiful things
were grazing among the scrub. They fed; the hun-
ters advanced ; they erected themselves to reconnoitre,
and they of the chase were still.

Thus the circle of spears gradually lessened, till, at
a mignal from the leader, there was uttered a simults-
neous scream, which sends the frightened herd to one
" gide of the circle. Another scream sends them still
more frightened to the other. Thus frightened and
repulsed, and repulsed and frightened, they become
desperate, and finally burst through the surrounding
buntera This being the signal, whizz goes a whole
volley of spears. These weapons are barbed, and where
they strikke they fix. He who throws with effect, is
prepared to follow his victim. This he does ao closely
that, what with his being retarded by the shaft he car-
ries in bis side, and stopping frequently in vain to
disengage himaelf from it by rubbing against a tree,
and what with faintness from losa of blood, the hunter
soon comes near enough to deal another spear, His
pexi expedient is 2 heavy two feet stick, which he hurls
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with such dexterity and force, ua 1o make sure of
knocking the animal down at a distance of fifty yards.
This done, the coup..d‘ggrace is dealt by a tomabawk
of stone; and finally, & stone knife skins and cuts
him up. Then they strike a fire, and when the flesh
has been on the blazing brush till it is fairly black-
ened, is fitted for food. This, with the skin, 13 ther,
carried to the wigwam, and ther, gentle reader—then
breskfast is ready.

Such & hunt as I have described always ends in the
capturc of more or less of these animals;* sometimes
83 many as eight or ten, On the cccasion above de-
scribed, I think our luck went no higher than seven.

Like nearly all the quadrupeds of Australia, theso
animals are marsupial, When full grown, their
weight averages about two hundred pounds. The
hind quarters, with the head, are the only part of the
animal—save the blood and intestines—which are
used for food. The other parts being almost entirely
fleshless. The kangaroo is mouse-colored. Ifz hahits
are gregarious, I scarcely need to add, that it rather
leeps than rups; o peculiarity of motion to which a
strongly muscular tail, aiding, as it does, the action
of the hinder legs, 18 no less singularly than happily
adepted. Of the other animala of this country, I shali
arahably find oceasion to speak hereafier.

Fhat is, with such exceptions s are noticed hereafler



) CHAPTER IX,

Native implements.—The kmife—The battleaxe--War sod hunting
speara—~Ilow made.——Breaks a three-days’ fast.—Sicknesa oonse-
quéent.—A furced eure—TUnrertainty of the chase, and its eonse-
quences—3ervile and uhject alate of fumales—Frequenery of wife.
Lilling, with the trivial occasions upon whieh it in prectised—-An
justance,

UNABLE to accomnmodate myself at once to the
dietetic habits of my new associates, I was more at
liberty ta observe some other tbings, which, as the
reader will be likely to be interested in them, I will
set them down in this place, at least some of them,
Casual reference has already been made to some of
the implements of these rude people. They will nat-
urally be imagined by she reader as rude, like the
people who invented them; or who, at least, must
have imported them in some former period from the
people, whoever they were, whence themselves origi-
nated : a people not more elevated in their modes of
life than themselves. In one point, the eurrent no-
tices of the aboriginal New-Hollander do his native
or, at least, his acfuel invention no injustice. I refer
to such accounts as deny him any knowledge of navi-

gation. It is certainly corroborated by the whole
z*
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course of my ohservation, while connected with these
people, that they discover no aptitude or inclination
in the nautical direction, whatever; not even so much
a8 to have originated the construction of a bark or
wooden canoe, This iy the more remarkable, ag their
country is intersected by large rivers, and surrounded
by the ocean, indenting it with numerous bays, and
a3 the people not only frequent these waters, in the
more ordinary way of a vagrant life, but as they are
compelled to resort to them for food, by a necessity
frequently following from the failure of the chase.
Still more will the circumstance, in question, appear
remarkable to the reader, when he comes to learn,
that the general ignorance of mechanical invention,
charged upon these people by superficial obeervers, is
far from being true; so far, indeed, that if snceessful
in his attempt, the author of this narrative will show,
that considering their total privation, in common
with moet mere savages, of all metallic appliances, they
exhibit a cleverness in various handicraft matters
which educated men, under the same circumstances,
would find a little difficult of imitation, and which they
would be still less likely to have originated.

And first, as being, perhaps, of the first importance,
let wa describe the hunting-kunife; the only thing
under that general notion known to the natives. This
then, like the other articles to be deseribed in this
place, i constituted of wood, which supplies the
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handle; of stone, which substitutes the blade, and of
" black-boy, which forms the medium of connection be-
tween them. The stone is a highly vitreous kind of
white.flint. A mass of this is laid upon another maes
of the same material, when, with another stone of
suitable size, and hardnesas, it is fractured till a piece is
obtained sufficiently knife-like for the purpose. Black-
boy is‘the colonial name of a large growing herhaceouns
plant, a8 well as of the gutta percha-like substance
which it fornishes. The haft, duly prepared, and
twelve inches, more or less, in length, receives a heavy
coat of the above substauce, extending mid-way from
one of ita extremities. At right angles with the haft,
thus encased, is fixed the knife-like or lanciform flint,
ohtained as above, aud which is kept in place by the
. tenacious property of the cement in which it is im- .
bedded. Then apother and another is added, till half
the length of the wood is armed with these dentata,
When sufficiently socketed by additional coatings of
the gum, the whole masg, reduced to & proper bevel
and perfeetly smoothed, is lefy to the indurating infln.
enoo of the sun, This is the finishing process. The
percha wears a high polish. The flint blades are of
uniform length, and they and the black-boy, which
imbeds them, are of nearly equal hardness. For any
of the warrior'’s or hunter's trenchant puarposes, it is
easy to infor that soch an instrument would be likely
to possess a fearful efficiency.
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The material and general process of axe-making
are now sufficiently beforc the reader. He is only
to suppose, the wood part being ready, that the flint
axe is fitted to it as closely as possible, and that the
overlying cement is, in temperatare and quantity, suf-
ficient to stick the two parts together. When this is
effected, the cohesive material is applied in succes-
give layers, till the fixation is completed. It will be
sufficient 1o add, that the inatrument in question, if
intended for war, is finished by the addition of an-
other poll, by meaus, and in the manner aforesaid;
80 a3 to leave it a double-edged tomabhawk. If) on
the other hand, it 13 merely designed for common
use, the addition would be nothing more than what
we are accustomed to call, the axe or hatchet Aead.
In either ease, and at any rate, the parts are as
permanently and durahly united as they could be by
any process known to Kuropean or American artista.
Waiving any reference to the known capabilities of
the stone axe of the primitive Indian of this country,
I ghall only say, for the implement now under con-
gideration, that it cleaves the gnarliest wood known to
the Australian forests, not excepting the hard-grained
mehogany. _

The spear exists under three forms; as adapted to
hunting, fishing, and war purposes. I am about to
speak of it as an arm of war, The spear wood tree
furnishes the material of the shaft. When first talten
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in hand, far from being a struight, it is emphatically
“8 crooked stick,” and very much so, indeed. The
artist’s first process is, to hold it over the fire till it is
‘as hot as hec can handle it. His next work is the re-
moval of ohliquities. This he accomplishes with
hands and teeth ; the latter being the principal appara-
tus; and the work is only finished when it is as straight
as a gun-barrel, After another heat, the whole sur-
face is conted with black-boy, in the way of varnish,
This done, it is once more subjected to the action of
fire, which gives it extreme hardness, a8 well as a
high polish, When thoroughly dried in the sun, the
heavier end is tapered to a point, beginning twelve
inches from the end. ' This point is then properly
tempered by plunging and holding it ic hot sand.
On being withdrawn, it is suffictently heated to melt
the black-boy, and is deeply incased in that material,
In this are set three rows of the pointed flint, which
are gradually lessened—I mean the pieces—as they
approach the point of the wood; while, in the point
itself, there is infixed & piece of flint no larger than
the point, with less than half the lengih, of a small
penknife blade ; and it is nearly as sharp, as are also
all the rest. 1 bave said, in effect, that the head of
such a weapon, as is bere described, 18 twelve inches
in length, Such, indeed, is its ordinary proportion,
though occasionally extended to eighteen inches. Dut
-to rotugg : when these flint lancets are set, the vege-
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table gum is 80 applied as to give them all necessary
permanence, and the whole workmanship wears a
glass-like polish. ™

Such a spear, with a ten-foot shaft—the ordinary
length—is thrown in such a way as to produce a
screw-like motion, hy means of which it opens a pas-
sage through the body of its victim, circular in form,
and in magnitude equal to the diameter formed by
the longest barbs with which thé head of the instru-
ment is armed. Indeed, I bave meen it 3o thrown as
to pass entirely through a buman body, leaving s
perforation sufficient to admit a common-sized hand.

The hunting and fishing spears I shall not describe,
further than by saying, that, while they display equal
adaptation to their respective purposes, they involva
much less pains and labor in the making.*

But it is time for breakfast; and I must postpone to
a more favorable opportunity the further congideration
of skill in the mechanic arts among the nomades of
this island-desert. The third day of my captivity
bad elapsed before I tasted food 'Then it was that I
began to look on the raw flesh with which my savage
associates regaled themselves, with feelings of leasened
aversion, Hunger, which tames the most intractable
natures, was very sensibly doing its work upon me;
@0 that I wes by no meana sorry at the offer now made
me of a piece of kangarco venison. There were five

* See Appendix B. .
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orsix pounds of it. Itook it. It was partially black-
ened by fire and smoke ; but still raw and gory. Nos
yet aware of any sumptuary law of the island to the
contrary, I laid it on the fire, intending to realize the
benefit of its action in the premises, This was re.
sented. They threw it off, making signs to me that I
must eat it as it was. Compliance followed, and so
did the immediate motions of snteatine war.—I waa
sick—dreadfully.

An old man approached me, and muttered some-
thing, But, understanding nothing, I said nothing,
His pext movement—for the reader already has be-
fore him the Esculapius of the tribe—was to gather
some herbs, warm them by the fire, and apply them
externally to the affected part. The next step in the
curative process, was this :—a piece of kangaroo skin
was burned till it wes charred, and then pulverized
between two stonea. Certain herbs, having been pre-
viously dried, were also rendered fine by beiug rubbed
between the hands. Then the two ingredients were
duly compounded, and then, aye, then, most piteous
reader, the patient was to ‘‘dare and do” the rest.
But the fact was—I may as well owp it—the fact was,
that all my courage had left me in company with the
ejected kangarco. And beside, as I was debarred the
patural right of a patient, in quizzing the practitioner,
I must own {0 some mortal fear of paison. The nos
trum was proffered in vain, Signs, as to what the
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professional man required of me, followed, which I
could not pretend to misunderstand,—signs manual,
oral, iabial, lingual, and still his paticnt made no
swallowing - preparations. To be thus trifled with,
and by an outside barbarian, exceeded the apothe-
cary's patience. 1leealled a corps of assistants. What
could he less? Really, it seemed as if the rascals
would choke me. And so, indeed, they did till an
opening was made for the alicrative. When this was
done, and the said alwrative was past the patient’s
power of rejection or recall, the strangulator very
congiderately remitted his grasp. I breathed, swal-
lowed, and felt a sensation as if the sedative had de-
scended to the very seat of the recent insurrection.
Beriously, however, the gastric disturbance was qui-
eted. To obviate its recurrence, and to save the ex-
pepee of medicine and medicel attendance, the crudity
of the next animal rations offered me was removed by
the action of fire. TFor the fricamsee which ended my
long fast, I was indebted to an snimal of the island
which, for the present, need not be named. The
genus is commen teo all countries. The particular
species, here referred to, is larger than most of my
untravelled readers have ever witnessed; wunless,
perchance, some menagerie-sight-seer should form
an exception. Tta length—I speak vow of the indi-
vidual that furnished my first brealfast—measured
Little, if any, less than thirteen fee . This animal
+
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ia rossted first, and then eviscerated; thirdly, it is
flayed ; and fourthly, eaten. The penultimate act in
this seriea—I mean the skinning—is thus performed.
The neck is parted, as near the head as may be, the
. skin, in the mean time, remaining whole, save only the
abdominal and thoracic opening, already referred to.
The principal operator takes the protruded end of the
headless cervex between his teeth. A boy grasps the
head—the pkin adhering to it es well as to the re-
maining carcass—and starts away in the tailward di
rection; and when he has measured off the thirteen
feet, more or less, the eatable part of the animal is
precieely in the atate in which the reader may have
seen a akinned eel. It only remains for the game res
der to imagine that this delicions breakfest of mine is
about to be made of a section of his finless, scalelees fish,
with no other exceptions than that mine was originally
provided with sezles, and could run much faster on land,
than his in water, I pause. The reader has now the
full idea, and T am saved a more direct offence againat
his prejudices, which would have resulted from the
needless use of a name. I said it was delicious. It
was 80—not because of the ravenous hunger which
preceded thig, my firet use of it. It was a preferred
article in my island diet, through the whole course of
my captivity,

The only favorable time for hunting is when ths
wpather is rainy, or wiody, or both; as then, the

'8
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game is approached with comparative facility. Where-
as, in a dry and still time, the noise unavoidably pro-
duced in the leaves and bushes by the numbers neces-
sary in the native mode of hunting, gives that prema-
ture alarm to the game which baffles all stratagem.
In consequence of this difficulty, we were sometimes
unsuccessful in our hunting excursions, for a week to
ten days together, and were obliged to subsist on’ the
scanty supplies obtained by the women. They—the
women—are always abroad on such occasions, with a
bag made of kangaroo skin, by which they convey to
their families whatever eatables they are so fortunate
as to find. These are, now and then, an oppossum,
which they kill with their sticks, and much oftener the
root called min, which, with an exception presently to
be mentioned, is nearly all the natives know of vegeta-
blefood. This root is bulbous, and of the average size
of a hen's egg. When roasted, it is perfectly black,
inside as well as out, and has a pungent, fiery taste,
similar to that of a red pepper pod. Mashed between
two stones, and kneaded with argillaceous earth, it is
used for food. Its subserviency to that purpose, how-
ever, must greatly depend upon use, as I infer from thg
fact, that its first effect on me, was that of a violent
~ cathartie, which continued several days. Subsequently,
it became as innoxious, and probably as nutritive, to
me as to any of my native acquaintances. The other
indigenous vegetable, employed as food by these un-



THE AUSTRALIAN CAPTIVE. ) 115

tamed people, is called choocup. The root only is edi-
ble, which is bulbous, like the min, and somewhat
larger, but is met with much less frequently. To the
taste, it is not unlike the potato, and is regarded as a
great luxury.

‘When abroad for hunting purposes, the men are
always provided with fire, or the means of producing
it. By this means when they have taken small game,
such as the paddimelon, oppossum, or bandy goat, they
roast it, in their way, and eat it on the spot; while
the women, if present, sit in the background, and
either eat their mins, or nothing. When these wretched
serviles succeed in possessing themselves of any of the
lesser animals, as is not unfrequently the case-—a fact
before referred to, as well as the appliances by which
it is accomplished—they are expected to bring them
nome, untasted, to their wigwams, and then sit by, in
silence, till masculine appetite is fully sated. Some-
times, indeed, the savage gourmand tosses a bone
to the hungry mother, with her group of hungry
children; but she may not ask for anything. The
penalty for doing so would be—ordinarily; it varies
.with the varying humor of the fiend who inflicts it;
but ordinarily, it would be—a blow across the head with
a firebrand. After such first offence and infliction,
should she dare to say & word, he would exercise un-
wonted forbearance, if a stroke of his spear were not
to lay her dead at his feet.
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Such is man, where the humanizing influsnces of
Christianity, with its ever attendant civilization, is un-
known, And such, too, is woman, where her lot is
unsoftened by the soothing and elevating ministers of
the Divine Mercy. Poor a Christian as I am, the moat
bitter regret is awakened in my mind whenever it re-
verta, as it often does, to the dreadful condition in
which I found and left these human dwellers in the
wildernesa, .

As illustrative of this general subject, while at the
pame time it juatifies the few.reflections that have been
oceasioned by it, I shall close this chapter with. an 1n-
cident of which I was a 100 near witness. ‘

I waa sitting one evening before the fire of a friend
of mine, We had hunted, together through the day,
and were theft just returned to his lodge, weary and
bungry; for we had taken nothing, Not #o, his young
wife. She had returned before us, with an opossum,
which she had roasted, and, impelled by hunger, weas
in the criminal act of eating, when we twain came in,
Doubtleas, her hope was to have flnished the delin-
quent repast, and to kave obliterated every trace of it,
in anticipation of onr arrival. It wes too late, The
¥D was 6 great one. Denial waa out of the question.
Bhe ate on, and maid nothing. The offended sate:
roge rendered him silent. I said he was my friend ;
for to me, personally, he had ever shown more than
the average amount of savage kindness, A girl of our

-
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tribe had inspired him with a passion very, different
from that which now inflamed him. He had marned
her; and this half-starved opossum eater, who could
not have seen more than twelve or thirteen gummers,
was my friend Elye-pete’s bride,

For half an hour my companion looked Btmght into
the fire, and seid not a word; for, under apy great
affront, the true Naw-Hollander 8tird not nor spezks
under fifteen to twenty minutes; & trait that may be
more fully depicted hereafier. 1 watched him, as well
aware that the conduct of his spouse, operating on
temper irritated by hunger and a supperless prospect,
had-igmited a train which must produce a fearful ex-
plosion. The flame, which threw its flickering light
on the swart visage of the hunter, told hut too plainly
that atill darker thoughts were at work within. Start-
ing to his feet, the infuriate demon scooped his two
bands full of embers and burning sand, and flung the
whole into the face and bosom of the naked ohject of
his vengeance; for I must repeat, that none of the
natives wear any clothing, and that she was sitting
there a8 nude a8 when she was born. The devil of
hie nature thus fairly roused, he sprang for hia spear.
" It transfixed his frantic but unresisting vietim. Sha
fell dead. The wretch of a murderer muttered some-
thing about her not having liked him, and of his hav-
ing now taken a proper revenge, both with regard to
her and to his alleged rival in his young wife's affes-
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tions. 'Whether this posthumous reflection was just,
or whether it was only the natural resort of a villain,
I had no means of knowing,

Save by the women of the tribe, the affair was
scarcely noticed. They tore their hair, and kept ap
a hideous outcry for about two hours, Then they
carried away the corpse, laid it on a pile of brush-wood
and then burnt it to ashea Wife-killing, among the
aborigines of Australia, is frequent, and elicita neither
surprise, nor any sort of animadversion.



CHAPTER X

Warned to & general training—Enters the renks~The sham-fight,
which 1s not all a sham —Cadets of the chase—Foats in target
shooting.—Pats himeelf upoa the soquinition of both arts—the a4
of hunting, and the art of war,—Acquires both, and is respected.—
Long drouth, and its effect upon the chase.—Thess riaitations im-
putad Lo bim, ana deslor in wisardisn —~Tribe domands his desth—
Chiel’s resistance—triumph---vigilance,

THE homicide was a thing of hut common conse-
quence.. The day that followed it, movements were
afoot which indicated some event of real intereat to the
whole community. The young men were busy with
their apears. These implements were headless, con-
gisting of & mere shaft, Pointed, and their pointa
bardened, as they usually were, they were adequate to
many hunting purposes; aside from which, with oc-
casions of divertisernent, including those of the custo-
mary musters, they were seldom used. The ohject,
on this occasion, obviously was, to prepare, not for
killing, but for non-killlng purposes; for they were
blunting and battering them againat the rocks. With
these, and various kindred preparations, the day
passed away.
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On the morrow, I was duly warned to take my piace
in the ranks, “armed and equipped as the law directs,”
for the important purpose of doing military ‘duty.
Repugnance to the order, though strong and sincere,
was unavailing, Commutation, by payment of a fine,
or otherwise, had not been entered in the code mil-
latre, at that time. As nearly as I eould decipher the
law in the ease, it read: Spear, or be speared; and
a3 the latter born of the dilemma did not present the
more eligible point of choice, I naturally made an
election of the other. :
-"Arrived on parade, T found myself preceded by
about forty youngsters of my own age; say, sixteen
to eighteen. 'They were formned in two equal divisions,
and drawn up 50 as to face each other ot the distance
of some forty yards. Soon after I had taken the posi-
tion assigned me in one of the ranks, the signal was
given, and the sham-fight begar. He who could hit,
and avoid being bit, oftenest, waa the “ best fellow.”
In both these species of exploit, the native adroitnesa
almost excecds belief. Within reaching distancs, the
spear is sped with a celerity and an aim which can
only be rivalled by the practised eye, and agility of
him who evades, and, by evading, baffles them. Un-
achooled in this latter, as well as in the former art,
every shaft airaed at me was all but sure to hit. And
then, a8 my awkwardness was a8 oconspicuons as my
persorr, it excited large fun among the mmtagonmist
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party, while, at the same time it attracted a larger
proportion of their unerring javelins than would have
gone to the acoount of a common object. Well was it
for me that their pointa were blunted; as, otherwise,
life would have had a decided ocertainty of being let
out through a little lesa than athousand openings. As
it was, I was so batiered from head to heel that when
morning came, I could hardly stir, tack or sheet.
This was a strictly martial exercise; a training of ns
young men for war, The next day was to put us
through a course of discipline for the chase; hunting
and war being the staple employments among these
islanders—employments dearer to them than any
other, save only end always, that of having no em-
pleyment at all.
* Astordingly, when the sun was two hours high the
Spexprsmcrpiog-—and I have elsewhers advised my
reader, that these people are never voluntarily astir
before that hd¥r—the male juveniles appeared in busy
preparation for the fdm of the day., The kangaroo
spear is always supposed to be ready polished and
pointed, either for real or mimic action. But for this
latter use, there must needs be an olject, which for
nize and motion, shall sufficiently represent the animal
itself. This is supplied by a diroular pieoe of thin
bark, as large as the head of a flour barrel, taken from
the gum-tree of the country. Launched with & rapid,
rolling, bounding motion npon the ground, and in &
F
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line parallel to that oocupied hy the marksmen, this
measurshly represents the animal in question, in that
half-leaping, half-finng state in which the hunter's
' gpear, if successful, must strike and tranafix himi,

The whole company of trainers are now drawn up
on one atraight line, Flanking them, onone hand, the
left, for instance, is a small party provided with some
half dozen of the disks afore-mentioned, which it is
their husiness to send along, st about fifty yards dis-
tance, in front of the main rank, and in a line parallel
to it, as intimated above, Butlook! It comes! The
flying target! Whizzl And balf e hundred har-
poons are darted atitina jiffy, Happy is that one of
the number whose aim and foree, are such aa to stop it
in its flight. The toga is its owner's reward. Unleas
more than one spear atrike it in the same moment, there
can be no dispute as to whose the prize is, for spear”
and target descend together. These snccessful feats are
by no means rare. I have seen the whizeing mark
in question thrown at, ten times consecutively, and
in nine iustances ont of that numbe}, have seen it
brought to the ground, at the distance of fifty yards.

By these two, and divers other similar methods,
youthhood is trained for manhood; that is, for the
honors of the hunter and the warrior. For myself,
having had a forced initiation, and. finding myself
susceptible of improvement, I felt the kindlings of
ambition to master these capital accomplishments;
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and took, and practised lessons every day, accordingly ;
tifl, in no long while, I was found a match for the
average of my companiona. True, my aim never ao-
quired' all the native certainty; but this was com-
pensated by the superiority of English muscle, which
made it tell upon a more distant object. The ac-
oount fairly balanced, then, and taking the spear for
the standard, I became “a man among men” The
consequence was, that, in sporting the spear, they no
longer treated me as the fool of the play; or, if they
did, they counted on prompt retribution. Another
general result was, I must hunt, when they hunted,
and fight, when they fonght. '

When I had been some time domesticated—how
long, I could not tell ; for Sunday never comes there,
and T had not bethought me of the notched stick, as
‘a-means of noting time—there came on & calm, dry
epell of weather, which lasted for sbout three weeks.
The watchful kangaroo was unapproachable. Wamed
by the too eudible crackling and rustling of the
leaves and brushwood, he was off with a bonnd be-
yond the reach of our missilea Night after night we
retaroed to ocur ever-shifiing encampment with the
means, not of allaying, but only of provoking hunger,
by the taste of a wallaby, a quano, a frog, or, per-
chance, of the land el whereof accouut has been
made in a preceding chapter. My full-fed reader may
feel awry, and posaibly look so, at this, and similar
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references in this part of my narrative. To ewaken
none but gu‘stful agsociations in his mind, would in-
volve the utter abandonment of my subject. If he
imagine that there is no power in hunger to subdue
such fastidiousness as that which now disturbs his
equanimity, I have only to say; he is perfectly wel-
come to go to New-Holland and make the experiment.
At the period, here referred to, I was beginning to
think myself doomed to end my days in my island
exile. At all events, I was disposed to live, as long
an 1 rnust live there, by the best attainable means which
I conld make available for that purpose. Now, if the
aforesaid reader, who, probably, thinks that instead of
choosing life on the conditions now and hereafter
noticed, it would have been a more decent thing in
me to have starved to death; if he, I say, will besr
with me for not having done so, I will not write auto-
obituarily, but proceed, auto-bisgraphically, instead.
One evening, during this long period of non-success-
ful hunting, I was sitting by the low fire of my masa-
ter's lodge, dispirited and sad. All that & mind, un-
der such circumstances, would naturally gatber around
itself, was present 1o mine; darkening the present,
and throwing still deeper darkness around the future.
All at once my musings were interrupted by a general
and rather tumultnous gathering of the male mem-
bers of the tribe. They were without arms, and stood
before the chieftain’s tent. Though unahle, at that
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time, to ascertain their ohject from what they sawd, 1
could not but make some general inferences, anything
but auspicious to myself, from the tone and gesticuls-
tions of the interlocutors. To supply a fall explana
tion at this poini, where it is more natural to place it
I shall anticipate information subsequently received,
and let the reader into the whole business at once.
In order to this, he must excuse a little digreasion,
The supernataralism of these islanders lies within a
very nerrow and dimly illuminated circle. With no
notion of a supreme Providence, as far as I counld
ever ascertain, these savages, nevertheless, retain a
few traces of that divine revelation which must have
been deposited with the progenitora of the race, pre-
vions to the dispersion ; inasmuch as these, and other
unquestionable remains of it, are found among their
posterity in its remoteat and darkest habitationa. The
immoriality of the soul is blended with ita pre-existence,
in the minda of this rude people. They believe that
they existed in another aud a happier state, and that
the transmigration which has degraded them wes the
‘reqult of wrong-dotng in that pristine and better con-
dition of existence. Whether this idea of their deg-
radation was oountenanced by the original Pythago-
rean doctrine, with which it is now associated, and
which they must have brought with them from Soath
Eastern Asia ; or whether it has originated in the oe¢-
casional aight of other and heppier people within the
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Yast fifty years, I leave for others to determine. Touch-
ing the soul’s immortality, T can only say, judging
from the fact that they always speak of it with reluct-
ance, that they seldom advert to it in their thoughts,
and never from any delight which it affords them.
On the few occasions ou which it was referred to, in
the time of my connection with them, it was only in-
‘cidental to the subjects of pre-existence, and the me-
tempaychosis,

The notion is prevalent in all the tribes that came
under my ohservation, of a low order of superhu.
man agents, chiefly, if not exclusively, of a malev-
olent character. These, however, though they are
under a mortal dread of them, they never, as far as I _
know, seek to propitiate. Nor have they any magi-
cal or religious rites, or any formg of worship what-
ever. One thing is worthy of special notice, in this
connection, and the rather, as it consetitutes the point -
mainly aimed at in this episode, on which the expla-
nation of the ensuing incident dependa, Tt is this: —
The tribes of this southern continent believe in witch-
craft as a fixed fact. Certain arts, they suppose, en-
able the possessors to wield the influence of those
malignent powers against whomsoever they are dis-
posed to injure. In accordance with this superstition,
they naturally resolve their adverse fortune into the
- interpoaition of some dealer with those invisible epirits.
And it happens with savages who are slaves to this
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form of superstition, as was the case in the times of
New-England witcheraft, that the conjurer, witch, or
wizard, is seldom found in the person of the rich and
powerful ; but that ke has the supenatural world un-
der his coutrol who has neither morey nor friends in
this, Reasoning on this approved model, the hunters
of New-Holland had come to charge the bad hunting
weather, from which they were suffering, to one whom
the weather had thrown, helpless, on their coast, and
. who, beside being their eaptive, was suffering equally
with themselves, from the very cause for which they
now intended to hold him responsible.

After charging me with the getting up of the bad
hunting weather, they demanded one of two things:
firat, that I should be put to death; or, secondly, that
I should suffer ostracism—be cast adrift into the wil-
derness, But the chief vetoed both proposals. They
urged ; but the chief stood firm, alleging that, as he
bad found and captured me, I was his property ; and
he would neither turn me away, nor suffer them to
harm a hair of my head. They continued importu-
._ nate, and became less deferential; till, at length, the
irritated sachem snatched his weapons, and swore sum-
mary punishment, unless they inslanily went “sbout
their business. They went; but it was sullen and
muttering, .

The more effectually to protect me agninat this pop-
ular attempt, the chief caused me to take the interior
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of the lodge again, while he laid himself down at the
entrance, his spears by his side, and his battle-axe for
a pillow. Like mine, his night was far from quiet.
He was on the gui vive at every sound. Several
times, starting to hia feet, and poising his spear, he
demanded “Who is there ?”’ and, receiving no answer
to his challenge, drove his weapon into the adjacent
bush, whence the noise issved. .And though return-
ing day dispelled the more immediate apprehension,
common to us both, it was several days before he al-
Jowed ms to be out of his sight.
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CHAPTER XI.

Temptation to attempt an escape.—Yields to the templation, and
makes the attempt.—Strikes for the coast.—Is unprovizioned —Mis-
eries of hunger and thirst—A night among native doga—Some ae-
count of those formidable animals—Fruitless chase of an opowam
—Lies down to sleep, invoking the sleep of death—Uncaugbt kan-
garoo—High mountain, affording a wide prospect, but no ocean in it.
—Another night, which proves terribly terraqueoun —Lightning and
the mahogany-tree.—Eighth doy; discovered and taken in tow by
errant fellowa of his clan—Returps to bis master—Good-natored
reception.—Offer and refusal of buman flesh—More * land.eel"—
Private Jecture from the chiefl—Narrow escape of danger from that
quarter—Further account of female vasaalage.—The lagoon station,
with doinga there, which suddenly chaoge fram gay to grave,

SoME days afler the night scene which closes the
lgat chapter, hut hefore the *hewitched weather” was
fairly over, I received my master’s summons to accom-
pany him, with the rest of our effectives, on one of
the customary hunts, To this I replied hy pleading
that T was  mendic—sick.” The consequence was, that
they went and left me—men, women and children—all
who were hig enough to catch a frog, or dig a choocup,
and some that were not; for the bahies proper were
part and parcel of the expedition, In fine, I found my-
golf leByto the keeping of huta as empty as might be,

” 9
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excepting only the little boys and girls, who were in
a state of betweenity, as regards the helpful and the
helpless, and consequently could have added nothing
but incumbrance to the movements of the party.

Upon finding myself thus alone, the thought of
literty revived with fresh force. Far be it from me to
deny that it had heiped to make me “ mendic.” I will
only say that, if T had been so before the expedition
left me, I ceased to be so immediately afterward. For
& few moments I balanced chances. Some ten days
before, we had seen the sea; and though we had beea
falling back into the interior in tbe interim, 1 judged
it practicablc to reach tbe coast; in which case, it ap-
peared equally possible to subsist on cast-ashore food,
till T could reach some settlement. The prospect was
inspiring. My courage rose. The spears were all in
the field ; I took a tomahawk and sterted.

My course was directed by the sun. The reader
already understands that the scene of the shipwreck
and of my captivity lay on the south coast of this
vast island, otherwise called & continent. 1In attempt-
ing to regain that coast, then, it will be understood
that I travelled southward. Being in the southern
haroisphere, in order to get 2n observation of the sun,
1 must look behind me; as, while I was facing south,
that luminary would cause my person, like the coming
ovents of the poet, to “ cast it shadow before,”

How I was equipped, the reader ﬂxe,nows;
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but I have not yet informed him that, by reason of
the all but utter famine then existing in our quar-
ters, I was totally unprovisioned for my journcy.
Such, however, was the fact. The only eatable thiug
and available a3 anch, which I met with in eight days
-—a trivial exception near the close of that period will
be mentioned in its proper place—was -now and then
an innutritious root, and sometimes I travelled a day
and a half, and even two, without finding one. With
these general remarks, by way of anticipation, the rea-,
der will pass to the fourth night of my wilderness and
lone journey.

On that pight, having sunk to sleep at the foot of
a large tree, I was roused, in about the middle watch,
from the paradise of a hungry man's dream, by an
ominous growl Starting to my feet, I found it waa
the growl of the native dog, and that his family, which
was in waiting, to the number of little less than a
dozen, were all very impatient for supper. And they
were close upon me, only, not having reconnoitred, they
did not rush. On coming sufficiently to my senses,
I found that, in rising, I had instinctively grasped my
stick--a heavy one, which had assisted me in walking
through the day, and in falling back against the trunk
of the tree to prevent an attack in the rear, I found,
to my unspeakable relief, that it was hollow, with an
opening suflicient for my admission. Ientered. These
two circumstances were lucky—I ought to say provi-
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dential—as, but for them, in all human probability, the
odds against me bad been fatal, and the serenade had
ended much more to the satiafaction of the serenaders.
The naiive dog, 18 & term which, as applied to the
animal in question, is liable to convey a wrong sense.
Hoe is not supposed to be & native—that is, an original
inhabitant of the island—-but to have been imported
with the early colonists, from England. Iike the wild,
or kangaroo dog of Van Diemen's, of which this ap-
pears to be a congener, this nnimal appears to be the
progeny of the domestic mastiff and greyhound, “lit-
tered in the bush, and sliowed to run wild,” His hair
'is long and ehaggy; his head is that of the wolf,
while the bushiness and length of his tail render him,
in that respect, decidedly fox-like. In size, he is
monstrous —exceeding the Newfoundland—which,
joined with his fleetness, savage ferocity, and nnion
of numbers, for he hunis in company, makes him the
terror of the forest. Nor are the settlements unvis-
ited by these depredators, especially in the neigh-
boring island of Van Diemen’s, where they are partio-
ularly injurious to the wool-growing interest, that
great staple of both isianda. ‘One gentleman lost,
in three months, no less than 1200 lambs and sheep.
Another 700—another 800.”
But to return to the hollow tree. In this situation,
with these enfamished monsters close npon me, gnash-
ing their white fangs, and growling snd howling, I
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passed the remaining hours of that memorable night.
Ensconced, as above, I succeeded in fighting off, and
keeping at bay, my daring assaila.nr.s', till the down
disperded them. Never was ila advent more welcome.

The day thus ushered in—the fifth of my flight—
was scarcely marked by any occurrence of sufficient
interest to the reader to warrant its record. Hunger
had ceased to torment me ; but the want of susienance
was very eensibly reducing my strength. I might
mention that, on this day, in crossing a small prairie,
an opossum started up before me, and that he befooled
me into & chase of half & mile, when I lost him in the
woods, and with him an unrequited outlay of strength,
which I could but ill afford. The only snstenance of
this day, was water, obtained by hard digging in a
dry logoon, and which, after all, was rather a thin
mud, than proper water.

A mountain rose before me. It was nightfall. My
limbs would bear me no farther. True, the gnawings
of famine were passed ; but ita faintness was upon me.
It bad devoured me. My whole soul was spent; and
I sank down there, at the foot of the mountain, in
uiter despondence, Dark without and still darker
within, T prayed my Maker for the sleep of death—
the sleep that knows por dream nor waking, My
desperation was complete, and I shudder as I bethink
me that, with the means, that dark hour had, doubtless,
wrought the end so fervently, but, alas! s0 medly in-
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voked. Thanks to that Power who saved me, as he
did the “man of like passions,” aguinst my own
wishes,

A little refreshed by tbe slumbers of the night, I
addressed myself to the ascent of the mountain, with
the fond hope that it would afford me an observation
of the coast. This was tbe sixth morning of my
escapade. About half-way up, a large rock attracted
my sttention, whose surface was moist with water,
exuding from its crevices, and held in absorption by
. the moss with which it was mantled. By pressing
with my parched lips every inch of the absorbent
moss, I extracted what sufficed for their moistening.
Renewing the ascent, the remaining way was relieved
and enlivened by large numbers of the gregarious
kangaroo. So unacquainted were they with their hu-
man enemies,-that they gambolled arcund me as if I
had been a friend. Hunger denied me the gratifica-
tion of encouraging that mistake any longer than till
one of them, less timid and more curious than his
fellows, rose on hia hinder feet so near as to tempt my
tomahawk., Unfortunately for me, however, the arm -
that flung it was so weakened by famine, that, though
it hit and staggered him, it did not prevent his escape.

At length, exhausted, I stood on the mountain’s
summit. And where was the object of this long labor?
A vast expanse lay at my feet, stretching away w0 an
immeasurable distance in all directions, but affording
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no glimpse of the ocean. Large lagoons were the only
- objeots which diversified the landscape. Some of them
must have had a circumference of thirty or forty milea.
These lagoons, hy no meang uncommon in this coun-
try, are inhabited by all the aquatics in countless
numhers—the duck, the pelican, and the hlack swan.

Here—not in the lagoon, hut on the mountain—I
gpent & long time in lahoring to raise s fire, for the
purpose of prcparing food from the larva of a large in-
gect which I fonnd there in grealt numbera. Cnce
and again the friction process was carried to the smok-
ing point; at which, from sheer weakness, I was
finally obliged to drop it. Of course, my food under-
went no change of & culinary character; and whether
finally declined or not, on that account, may safely be
left to the determination of the reader.

Determining to give my subsequent course a more
wesaterly directioo, I descended the mountaio; slept;
arose ; struggled through another day, and slept again ;
or rather, I disposed myself, for the purpose of doing
80, and was compelled to watch with a visitant, at once
very engaging and very uawelcome. My weary head
pillowed on the root of a large standing tree, I was
just losing the sense of bodily and mentsl suffering in
a first ohlivions slumber, when & tempest, largely
mingled with lightning, thunder, and rain,* broke

# “Thunder and lightning are very frequent in evary parh of this
eontinent " — Cunnimgham. ’
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upon “he scene, effectnally dispelling, for the rest of
the night, not only all sleep and dreams, hut all dreams
of sleep. Long tnnaccustomed io sleep under sheets
of any kind, the reader will not wonder that I could
pot sleep under a sheet of water ; and, espevially, with
head and ears nnder. My couch was thus bespread,
to the depth of aix to eight inches. The consequence
was, that not only lying asleep, hut lying awake, was
equally out of the question. Sitting up in bed, there-
fore, was the dernier resort; a posture that gave me
the full impression of the passing scene—of the water
pouring on, and rising under; of the gleaming bolt
of heaven, setting the forest in a hlaze, and of the
crash which iold of the nearness of its descent. The
most striking exhibition of a collision of great forcea
on this occasion was that in which the electric fluid
fell upon a tree—it was a mahogany, and three feet
An diameter—rifling it from top to bottom, and ntterly
demolishing its huge and gnarled structure, the splin-
tered fragmenta of which I found the next morning
lying in all directions around the place where I had
been sitting—a distance of forty rods, I could hut
Taise my heart in gratitude to that gracious Power
whose shield had covered me in that dreadful moment.

This welcome morning was the close of the eighth
day of my suffering and fruitless peregrinations. With
no reasonahle hopes of reaching the ocean, but with a
much fairer prospect of feeding the native dogs, “in
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lieu thereof.” I now heartily wished myself reunited
with my forest-roving friends, Life, on almost any
terms, among beings of & common origin with our-
selves, is found preferable, either to life in utter and
long-continued solitude, on the one hand, or to death
under the same circumstances of solitude on the other,
Destiny, with prophetic finger, seemed pointing me,
not to deliverance, but to the grave-—a grave in soli-
tude, and dug by famine! I would fain escape it on
any terms, and now fairly yearned for the sight of
even a savage fellow-man, Judge then, gentle reader,
of the emotions with which I greeted the well-known
savage yell. The morning sun was about three hours
high, and I was dragging myself slowly through the
scrub, when hailed as above, I paused to learn what
new phase of island humanity was about to cross my
path. The hunter who had surprised, bad seen me.
A moment, and he was at my side. He proved to be
8 member of our tribe, and I galuted him in all sin-
cerity, He was one, of a party of three, who had
separated from the main body, and not having been
at head-quarters since my desertion, wes, as yet, &
stranger to that little episode in my history. How I
came to be thus abroad and alone, were questions, not
more natural for him to ask, than for me 1o evade.
In doing this, my ioability to jabber their jargon was
not & little belpful—my ear was much better educated
than my tongue—and then, for etaving off trouble
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some questions, I had a tolerably fair excuse in the
circumstance, that I was dying of starvation. By
words, partly, but more by signs, my ¢lansman was
made acquainted with that fact, and implored for food.
At this very moment, the two absent members of the
little party joined us, one of whom was the welcome
possessor of an opossum. A fire was kindled. The
animal was half roasted, and, * courteous rea@er,
what would you have done 7

Words and signs made me understand, what, in-
deed, I wished 2nd expected, that I was to follow
them. 1 did so, but at a very slow pace. The taste
of food had suddenly changed my passive hunger into
a state of tormeunting activity. But the sagacity of my
wardens took good care that over-eating should not
kill me. I was with these stragglers seven days,
making fifteen, in all, since T myself had straggled,
when I once more stood before our common sachem.,
By this time I was nearly myself again,

His majesty very jocosely demaunded of me, whether
I had found it better to live in the woods alone, or
with him and his; to which I made no reply. Afler
laughing at me, and cracking several jokes at my ex-
pense, he conducted me to his wigwam, and guessing
that I was hungry, gave me something to eat. It was
flesh—part of the leg of an animal—of a child/ This
was the first, though I am sorry to say, not the last,
instance of the kand which occurred in my intercourse
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with these degraded people. Observing my hesita-
tion, the chief made signs to me to eat it. With ns
much disgust in my counlenance as it could well
express, I shook my head to say: “No, Never.”
After urging me for a long time, he took it away,
and ate it with an obvious gusto, saying; “ Annon’
quahki emra aubeac—this 1s very good” How this food
for the camnibal appetites of our people had been pro-
cured, together with the still more manguinary conse-
.quences that followed, there will be oceasion to notice
in the ensuing chapier. In the mean time, les not the
reader suppose that 1 was sent to bed without my
supper. So far was it from being so, that in conde.
scongion to my undisciplined digestion, I was treated
to a large piece of my favorite land-eel, The entire
reptile measured fifteen feet. Save that one proserib-
ed varisty, I was now as omnivorous as any other
New-Hollander. Such is the plastic power of neces-
pity,

. When bed-time came, and T had lain down in the
chief’s tent, I found that he had affected, on my re-
tarn, an indifference which he by no means felt, I
have always supposed that his cting on that oc-
casion, was prompted hy & fear, that if he exhihited
the real state of his feelings in the presence of the
hunters, those late enemies of mine would construe it
into a license to tap some of the larger hlood-vesscls
of his adopted subject. However that may have boen,
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T waa no sooner alone in hia presence, than he took
up a regular labor with me on the subject of my late
conduct. The deeper he went into the merits of the
matter, the more and more matter he found for hia
original displeasure. Indeed, there wos & moment
in which the fire of his savage nature sunddenly kin-
dled to a flame. I thought my hour had come. In
another moment his fltful hamor changed, and he waa
calm again. The crisis was over. He condinued to
lock serious, but gaid no more. Doubtless he was not
yet quite willing to yield the hope of making a man
of me.

The next morning broke up the encampment. The
women, who perform all the menial labor when the
tribe is stationary, such as building the wigwam, and
furnishiog wood and water, are equally reaponsible
for the portage of all the movables, when & new sta-
tion is resolved on; which.is seldom less frequent
than once in two or three days. If the campis to be
pitched where thers is bark for roofing the hut, the
old material is left behind. This however, is by no
means common, a8 the tree from which it is taken is
scarce, it being only found in perticular locationa,
When, therefore, as in the present instance, the bark
is to Lo transported, the women have to do it.  Sup-
pose, a8 is sometimes the case, that & mother has three
obildren unable to travel, sha is loaded thus: The
bark is on her head; achild is on each shoulder ; and

-
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the third, in a bag of kangaroo skin, is fastened to hex
hack by a strap which passes round her breast And
this load she carries from filteen to twenty miles.. In
tbe mean time, the husband and the sons, with nothing
hut a few weapons in hand, walk on before.

Our tents were pitched on the margin of & lagoon.
For the two or threa days that we remained here, we
~ enjoyed large sport with the swans and wild ducks,
with which these marshy localities abound. But an
event occurred at the end of that time, which turned
our spears upon objects not quite so easily ferrified.
That eveot, together with the train of circumstances
following it, as well as other matters which serve to
explain the causes of it, must be the subject of an-
other chapter.
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CHAPTER XIL

The pocturpsl scrprise—An obetinate fight—The author’s share in
it—Is woundad, and rendered insensible—Hospital remedy.—The
enemy beaten.—Killed on beth sides.—Desperate mode of fighting.
—The ten prisoners—Two of them old offendera—Are sentenced
to death,—Exesution, with verious savage tortures —Defiant and
unflinching conduct of sufferers.—Degradation of remaining pris-
obers~Their dismissal—Chapter concludes with the causes of the
War,

‘WHEN it is considered, that the native tribes of
this little continent are, essentially, a belligerent peo-
ple, and that there is hardly ever one of them, at any
ove time, who have not a quarrel on their hands ; and
that, consequently, they never lie down to sleep with-
out reason to expect an attack, with bloodshed and
death to some of them before morning ; when this, I
say, is considered, it will doubtless excite the reader’s
admiraticn that they employ no night-guard, nor any
other precaution whatever against a surprise. In our
own present circumstances, especially, it may justly
provoke astonishment that when one sleeps, all sleep;
and this, too, when a neighboring people bad just been
goaded to retaliation by an outrage, not now to be
named, but which will be related hereafter,



THE AUSTEALIAN CAPTIVE. 148

‘We were sleeping in our lagoon encampment for, I
think, the third time. The chief with his warrior-
hanters ; the mothers, with their little ones, were
sleeping—the latter under the bark shelters reared by
their own hands; the former were lying around the
dull embers of the camp-fires, their long hair drenched
with the copious Australian dew. Save the stentori.
ous breathing of now and then, some over-fed gour
mand, all were still as the house of death, For all
slept, and it was not far from midway between mid-
- night and morning, when the native sleep is deepest,
and that is all hut deadly, It was with all these odds
against ua that we were assaulted.

‘What was firsf, is more than I can tell. To me, it
seemed as if it all hroke upon my ear at once; the
whoop of the assailants; the alarm-cry, rapidly reite-
rated, as our warriors awoke; and the shrieks of the
wounded, dying, and flying women and children.
Springing to my feet, a single moment sufficed to show
me that we were surrounded hy enemies, and that the
confliet on their part had already begun. The women
had snatched their children, and were rushing into
the lagoon ; and I saw some of the helpless wreiches
doing so with the horrid war-spear deep fixed in their
quivering flesh. My course was determined*hy ne-
cessity ; for though, in the present case, I could pre-
tend to no very great amount of patriotism, yet be-
tween killing and being killed—for that wes the nut-
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ghell in which the question lay—there was no place
for a moment's hesitation. Clutching a long porpoise
spear—the first thing my hand fell on, and without
knowing, definitely, what it was-—I bounded into the
area of the deadly contest. The most prominent ob-
jeet I could discover, by a hazy mooolight, was the
figare of our chief. .About thirty, light, yet lithe and
sinewy, he had the courage of a lion, and was fight-
ing like a fiend. Literally, he was sweeping every-
thing before him.

The next object in order, wes a hostile native ad-
vancing directly upon me, ohviously intending to
probe my pericardium without the loas of his instru-
ment. . Chary of the missive use of the spear, as the
want of light rendered its recovery difficult, when
gpent, the parties, after the first discharge, were now
mostly fighting with that instrument, hand to hand.
This circumstance gives the reason why my antago-
nist, instead of letting fly, was intending to despatch
me at spear’s length, while it also shows why my
longer shaft anticipated his shorter one, and why,
where only one of us could live, he, rather than I,
became moribund, as my countryman Carlyle would
write it. In & word, and in better English, I hit bim
precisely where the son of Jesse hit, not the Hittite,
but the Giitite, and with precisely the same effect:
“he fell upon his face to the earth,”

I was now in the thick of the fight, and where my
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conmrades lay around me, dead and dying. Seeinga
poor fellow battling desperately with thres of the
enemy, I rushed to his rescue; but before I got within
striking distance, a spear transfixed him and he fell
dead. With no other ohject in their eye at the mo-
ment, the whole trio charged me at once ; but luckily
for me, not with spears. Their last passage at arms
had spoiled their last weapon of that name, and they,
like most of the otber combatants, were doing battle
with the womra.* Spears, by this time, were nearly
all spent or broken. Mine was my only weapon
through the whole affray. When in reach of my
three enemies, having marked my man, I struck at
him; but with the true native address he aprang into
the air. The consequence was, that, instead of receiv-
ing my spear, as I meant he should, where it would
have hurt him less, and made him more quiet, tbe
unlucky fellow took it in the thick of his thigh, leav-
ing & wound which, I dare say, gave him pain and
trouble afterward. It was his own fault. I meant
well. At this moment my assrilants, perceiving that
some of our people were coming upon them in their
rear, rushed upon me with redoubled fury. At the

* All the editor knows of the womra is, that it ia ordinarily em-
ployed in launching the spear at a distant object, but in what particu-
lar way does not appear. It is two feet in leugth, and being thin, and
mada of mahogeny, or other heavy wood of the island, would do muely
execution as & war club, or rather as & cleaver, and such is the way the
nalives nse it, in default of other aud better nrms, '

G 10
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instant that my spear passed through one of theie
number, and laid him in the last sleep of the hero,
another raised his womra, and dealt me a blow across
the forehead, which left me lying senseless by the side
of my slain enemy. In this condition I remained till
8 number of hours after the wager of battle had been
decided—in our favor.

‘When consciousaess returned, I found myself in the
hands of two or three women of our tribe, who were
pouriag hot sand into my gashed forehead, which, as
fast as it becams cool, was succeeded by more. This
is the common native treatmeant of all flesh wounds.
The pain in my head, generally, and in the part un-
dergoing the actual cautery, in particular, was dread-
ful. When all the circumstances of my escape from
. 8o formidable a number of the faculty are duly con-
sidered, the reader may think its claim to the hair-
breadth character superior 1 any other recorded in
my book. Alll can say is, that I recovered ; whether
in consequence of, or nolwithstanding the latge medical
-attendance, I refer to the decision of wiser heads than
mine, '

But to return to maiters of more public interest.
How many of our people were killed in this night-
attack, I had no exact means of knowing. On crawl-
jng abroad, howerver, that afternoon, I saw numbers
of our elain comrades piled on the funeral brueh heap,
_and turned to ashes. The reader will have oocesion
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to notico, that the dead are disposed of in both
ways; namely, by incineration and inhumation ; toeay
nothing of mastication, deglatition, digestion and as-
similation. Many of the attacking party, also, who
had been mortally wounded in the battle, were found
dead in the adjoining scrub. One body was found in
which nineteen spear holes were counted |

It must already have appeared that these people,
who seldom skow mercy to an enemy, when in their
power, do their fighting in a way which proves that
they expect none. When an engagement beeomes 100
close to admit the longer use of spears, they grapple
each other hy pairs. Each with one hand in the long
bair of his antagoniat, with the other they mntnally
ply the tomabawk or war-club.* I have seen them
thus engaged, till 8o worried and out of breath that
they could hardly lift the tomahawk or truncheon to
gtrike another blow,

As evidence of victory, our people had taken ten
priconers. Two of these were doomed from the out-
set, for they were old and known aggressors. The
whole ten, however, were bound hand and foot, end
kept in durance till the next morning, This waa done
with such a truly savage ingenuity, that the poor
wretches could neither lie down, nor stand, nor sit, nor
eleep.

* This is sotne two feet in length, and poaaeuu nearly the hardness
sad waight of iron.
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‘When morning came, the women were found un-
usually active, in the wood businesa, This commodity,
which was collected in large quantities, was dispased
in circles around & pair of young green trees. Not in
the secret, sa yet, T wondered as to what this all
tended. Nor was my admiration lessened on perceiv-
ing the youngsters, from ten to sixteen years of age,
equally active in sharpening their little spears. But
the plot was unravelled when the sovereign of men
arose, and, addressing the two fated captives, said, in
effect : * You have been a torment to my people long
enough. Your run is at an end. I mean to put you
to death this day.” To this they answered with words
of taunt and scorn. They set him at defiance, and
threatened him with the vengeance of their tribe,

At the pun about three hours high, they wers
brought out and prepared for execution. This was
done by first tying their hands behind them, and then
laghing them firmly each to bis tree. 'When this had
been done, the comhustihles were readjusted in such
8 way aa to render the fires, when kindied, sufficiently
tardy in their effect to afford the young savages the
happiness they had anticipated in sporting their speara,
Everything else being now ready, the other prisoners
were ordered out to witnesa the aubo da fe of their
€ompanions.

Tbis done, the chief, who acted as master of cere-
_ monies, comnmanded an old woman to go forward and
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put fire to the two piles. When this mimic tophet
began to produce a visible effect on its two victima,
the juvenile demons received the wished-for license
o0 commence their work of torment. And well did
those little hands help forward the operation of ven-
geance. On their part, the sufferers maintained a firm-
ness which might have done credit to the days of
martyrdom, To the last, they heid the language of
insulting defiance, bidding their enemies to do their
worst. And they did it. For when the fire, aided
by the other tortures of kindred poignancy, had about
half killed its victims, the women were adwitted to
their customary share in this delightful work, so emu-
lative of the employment of their sister furies of the
tartarean regions. This grateful task of theirs was
performed on this wise: First, they raked away the
fires. Then, by means of short aticks, sharpened and
kept for the purpose, they put out—aye, dug out—the
¢yea of the tormented, and filled their empty sockets
with burning sand.  And finally, the amiable creatures
broke all their toes, fingers and arms; adding & variety
of little extra touches, which were, probably, impro-
vised, and not put down in the programme. The en-
tertainment concluded by refastening the bodies, now
nearly defunct, to the trees, rebuilding the firea in
close proximity, and turning trees, and brush, and
bodjes to ashes,

The other prisoners were reserved for a destiny
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which, to an islander of the male sex, is scarcely lass
an object of dread, and is even more ignominioua
Permanent and large perforations of the cartilage of
the nose were effected by means of.a pointed stick,
which instrument was retained 4n situ till the part was
healed. Extensive rcarifications, well understood as
gigns of deep dishonor, were made on their backs and
breasts, And, to complete their degradation, the fling
knife, hy an exceedingly close shave of the head, de-
prived them of all their capillary honors. They were
now unmanned ; efferninated ; turned into women, to
all conventional intents and porposes; the last term,
and that of slaves, being perfectly equivalent in the
pariance of the island, In conformity with this un-
derstanding, they were now compelled to bring the
wood and water, to build the wigwam, and generally,
to co-operate with the women in every meuial office.
But the final point to which all this humiliation
tended, was to be reached by their dismiasal to their
own tribe, that they also might feel the sting of an in-
gult intended to be as diffusive in its effect as poasible,
Our chief discharged them accordingly. The short
and cool speech with which he did it, closed, in sub-
gtance, with: “ You can now go and join your tribs,
Expect to share the fate of your late companions, if I
ever eatch you in another such scrape again. Go.”
Bnt what was the cause which instigated this san-
guinary encounter, involving thess revolting conse-
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quences? Historic impartiality compela the anawer,
painful as it is, that the cause in question was fur-
‘nished by our own paop}e. Briefly, then, it waa the
following : .

On what pretence of previous injury, I know not,
but, shortly before my late return, pome individual or
individuals of our tribe, in strolling through the woods,
had surprised a straggling woman with her little child
Her, they murdered on the spot. The child wma
brought to cur encampment, where it was also de-
spatched, and there devoured ; and the last of it was,
that samo food which my cannibal master offered me,
on my return to his tent. A party of the tribe, to
which the mother and child belonged, coming scon
after to the scene of the murder, followed the track
of the perpetrators, till satisfied as to their identity
with us; when they returned, and, collecting what
force they could, came upon us, as sbove stated, to
execute the lex talionis—with what success the reader
has already seen,



CHAPTER XIIIL

Anthor's recovery—Social elevution—Sunccess in the chase, and conse-
quent carnival —Master and man in & Eangarco adventure.—Ditte
in dogmatica; i.e in a dangerous dispute with dogs,—How it ends,
.aud the trophiea borne to the encampment.—Royal entertaioment,—
Royal oration in henor of the adepted member of {ha body politic.
—JLarge gastronomy.—3ungy, the chorus, and the dance.—Author
in high favor.—Matriminy as a messure of state policy.—A propo-
ual on that subject is declined; ia repeated, end redetlined —Offer
renewed under highly seductive circumstances, and still unsocepled.
—Consequent Licklishness of the aulbor’s position

SHORTLY afier the tragic eventa related in the lass
chapter, we were ordered on & general hunting expe-
dition.

It were as well, perhaps, to remark in this connec-
tion, that these general expeditions are not the more
frequent modes by which game is taken. More com-
monly it i3 pursued by parties, varying in number
according to ciroumstances; and, especially, aceording
to the interests or caprice of the hunters themselves;
these minor movements not being often interfered
with by the head man of the tribe. His prerogative,
though not very definite at all points, and though
more or less frequently asserted, according to his dif-
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ferent humors, is not expected to be exercised with re-
lation to any, save the matters more immediately affect-
ing the public weal. These matters are such as the ms-
grations of the tribe; pezce and war; Zife and death ;
Junereal and Aymeneal matters; and, among the rest,
this matter of the chase, when it is wished, for any
reason, that there should be ‘& general turn-out.”

But to return, At the time to which the events of
this chapter stand related, I had recovered the effect
of that unlucky blow, which numbered me with the
wounded, on the hattle-field, end had well nigh num-
bered me with the dead. Being fit for duty, and bav-
ing raised myselfto very considerable respectahility by
recent proficiency in the use of my hunting weapons,
to say nothing of exploita in the war, I was now ex-
pected to bear a hand in every enterprise, The day
—1I mean the day on which cur whole force had been
rallied for the chase—was suspicious, to the extént of
our most flattering anticipations. Eleven large kan-
garoo were the trophies which were borne to our quar-
tera. Not to have picked the bones of the whols -
eleven that night, had been a sin of which these im.
provident gluitons are seldom guilty. High, that
night, was the feasting, and loud the song which
celebrated the deeds of the chase.

But the chief, who appeared to watch for occasiona
of getting me distinguished, and of eatablishing me se-
curely in the esteem of his capricious subjects, took his

fri
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weapons oné morning, econ after this, and ordered me lo
follow him. Taking my hunting gear, I followed him,
accordingly. In this order we had not pursued our
silent and cat-like movement long, before we came,
suddenly, upon our prey ; the mouse-colored marsupial,
which crosses the reader's path so often in his island
ramhles, The flock was prodigious. The stinted
trees, among which they were grazing, seemed to be
plive with them, Silently, aud cautiously, we crept
from tree to tree, my own motions being controlled by -
dumb signs rather than articulate. At length the tree
 was indicated, behind which I was to take my final
stand. On gainiog this position, where the game was
within an easy spear’s throw, I forgot, for the moment,
my subordinate relation, and that I was to wait my
superior’s motion ; and let drive. The javelin hit and
i18 point passing through its vietim, protruded some
dozen inches on the opposite pide. In the mean tims,
while my shafi was yet hardly launched, that of the
lynx-eyed chief waa on the wing, and with an aim and
a force which carried aun instant quietus to its object,
Mine, on the other hand, though sped with equal forcs,
had been aimed so ili, as to allow its victim to rally
and join the rest of the herd in its precipitate flight.
Both of us followed ; nor was it long before a second
epear 30 materially aided the effect of its predecessor,
ad to enable me to finish my own work hy a hlow of my
stone axe. Prond of my new trophy, I followed the
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ehief, while we both returned toward the peint at
which he had left the proof of his own superior
marksmanship,

Arrived within twenty rods, we saw, standing
over it, a pair of formidable competitors in the shape
of two huge native dogg, who had already begun the
work of appropriation; for thay were swallowing it
ns faat as they could tear it in pieces. At a word
from my superior, I threw down my burden. He
- threw himself into &0 attitude. A moment his poised
spear shook in the chieftain’s gresp. It was a mo-
ment and an attitude for the painter. The next mo-
ment, and like the bolt of the Grecian Jupiter-—though
without its thunder, and perhaps, equally defective in
the dignity of ita ohject—it flew to its mark, and the
two dogs were nearly in the predicament of the two
birds, so often said to have been killed by one stone.
For, standing close together, as well as side by side,
and exactly in a range withal, the missile passed clean
through the one, and entered a matter of six or seven
inches into the other, This brought en a sudden
quarrel between the twain, the consequence of which
was, that the off dog, who presently found himself
disengaged, turned tail to and fled. The chief, with-
drawing his spear from the other, gave chase to the
fogitive, leaving the worse-wounded individual to
keep my company, the while; and a real tic-d-tée we
bed of it. At me, he came as flerce a3 ten furies.
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In sheer self-defence, I lifted my spear, and struck the
furious brute. But its point had been blunted in the
affair of the other animal, which circumstance, added
to the toughness of my assailant’s hide, and the inter-
posing coat of thick hair, rendered the thrust ineffect-
ual. The scene now became very interesting. A
pair of huge jaws opened, and were in the very act
of fastening on one of my femurs. While looking
down the throat of the canine monster, it occurred,
that my spear, which would enter nowhere else, might
be introduced at that point to special advantage. No
sooner thought than done; and my apear was in. It
was his own fault, too, that in the next moment, I
was compelled to lay him, keel up, by a blow of my
stone hatchet. Bnt he was by no means dead yet
One of these animals-——and I have seen them three
feet high, and limbed and muzzled in proportion—pos-
sesses all but a feline tenacity of life. Amnxzious to
keep him down wbile he was down—the spear having
been disenthreated during the more recent part of the
scuffle—I threw my whole weight on to his carcass,
and throttled him with both hands. It would have
posed a looker-on for the next few minntes, to tell
which of w3 was most to bLe pitied. For my part, I
own to a little nervousness, and that my eye was
scarcely less frequent in ite glances at my unquiet
protegé, than in the direciion of the chief, anxious as
I was to be relieved from this, too literal, dog-walch,
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But no chief appeared, and I was prepared to adopt
the former half of the couplet from the hero of Juan
Fernandez :

“I am oot of humanity’s reach;

I must finish my journey alone.”

The latter part of the hemistich, however, I was not
yet quite willing either to sing or say. That the jour-
ney of one of us muat be finished there and then,
was not to be doubted ; and as the beam of the scale
that balanced the question between us, still kept its
doubtful level, I could ses nothing but the stone
batchet that waa likely to turn it in my favor. So,
making one hand do double duty on tbe trachea of
my prisoner, I succeeded, by a careful movement of
the other, in grasping the make-weight It fell heavy,
and in the right place. The dog kicked the beam,

By the time the regal hunter returned with Az dog,
mine had surrendered his shaggy hide ; and that, gen:
tle reader, after it had been dried and dressed, was
my only bed during the residue of my sojourn among
the natives. As to the preceding part of it, I had
lodged nearer the ground by the difference of the
dog-skin. And with regard to night-clothes, they
were those worn in the day-time ; and my day-dress,
with no exception worth mentioning, was exclusively
constitnted by a little cheap grease and paint.

Aware that most of my readers are in no mood to
sympathize with habits quile so primitive as ours, I
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pass over the details of disposition made of the fluid
and solid portions of doth descriptions of our prey;
and, consequently, aay nothing as to which, and how
much, were appropriated for food, either then or after-
ward, It is enongh for the reader to know, as it is
fair to presume he does alréady, that stark savagism,
with no alight touch of the cannibal, eats and drinks
whatever would not offend the gusto of a famished
woll.—Our venison, canine as well as kangarean,
though causing us a heavy load, was all safely depos-
ited in the royal larder.

To prepare for the evening, our * first of raen” or-
dered his wives to build a large fire in front of the
palace ; and, when his liege people were in from the
chase, he made them take their seats in a circle around
the blazing pile. Me, he seated at his own side,
When the circle was completed, the presiding digni-
tary arose, and, pointing to me, thus announced the
object of the convocation :—* Here is the man whom
you wished, not a great while since, to put to death,
He is now almost a3 good a spearsman as the best of
you, who are sitting around this fire.” Then, alter
gpinniog them a yarn as long as the main-top-gallant
bow-line, he hrought forward my kangaroo, and added:
“ Here ia a kangaroo, killed this day with his own
spear, and by his own hand, In addition to this, he
only just escaped with his life in killing a native dog.
Naw, I hope you will all eat of his dog and kanga-
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roo, and be as friendly to him as I have been.” Upon
this, handing the head and tail of the latter—estesmed
a8 the choicest portions of the animal—to me, they all
fell to upon the intermediate parts without a second
invitation. That disposed of| the feast was prolonged,
first, by the remaining marsupial, and then by the tit-
bits for which we were indebted to a0 much hard run-
ning, and to 8o dangerous a scuffle, by the master and
his man. .

Eating, singing, and dancing, employed the night.
The singing of thess people, like that of the other
Pacific islanders, is generally, perhaps universally,
improvisatory. On this occasion, it went off, as is
wsual with all savages, on the subjects of their seve-
ral exploits in killing animals and men. The song,
proper, appeared to be a eolo, alternated and rein-
forced by a general chorus. Sometimes, however, in-
stead of the latter, after listening with deep attention
to the cantator, ell would burst out into—* Wahking /
Wahklking! Bravo! Bravo!” During the revel, they
painted themselves from head fo foot in various gro-
teaque figures, in doing which, red and white were
the only colors employed ; indeed, aa far as my ac-
quaintance with the manners of the jsland extended,
they, with an occasional exception in favor of the
yellow, are the only colors known or used. The red,
- however, it should be remarked, which is the every-
day color, and not often renewed, changes, by the ac-
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tion of a hot sun and a conatant accession of dirt, into
a darl chocolate, but & shade short of a jet. Finally,
on the subject of the carnival, when it waa nearly day-
light, and they could eat no more, and sing and dance
no longer, every man took the way to his own wigwam.
From that date the general bearing toward me was
fully changed. All were decided in the manifesta-
tions of respect and friendsbip, acd I seemed to have
been admitted to all the honora of jaland manhood.
Of course—for that comes next—I was entitled io an
island wife. And more: for, not only the nature of
things, but various intimations directly and indirectly
- conveyed, made me sensible that it was considered a
point of obligation, in these communities, that every
male member should be charged with a fair propor-
tion of individnal responsibility in providing for the
sex. And the rather ns, beside lessening the carea of
government, in the premises, by interesting as many
"individuals a8 possible in looking after those who
must be dependent on somebody, it could not but be
a matter of felt importance to all, and eapecially the
ruler of such a people, to keep up sucb a physical
force a8 would enable them to meet the frequently oec-
curfing exigencies of war. Qurs was a strong com-
monwealth ; but the inevitable mischaoces of evea
successful war had latterly diminished it, and the con-
sequence was, women who had lost their husbands
throngh those mischances; and others who had become
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marriageable and lacked them, from the same cause,
were very unprofitably multiplied. The chief; there-
fore, who waa bound to see them provided for, could
but feel it a two-fold object to lessen his own immedi-
ate cares, and, at the same time, dispose of them in
such a way as would be likely to farnish the bone and
sinew indispensable to prospective seturity and de-
fence.

As nearly ad occasional lunar observations enabled
me to approximate the point of time, I had been about
nine monthe a sharer in the fortunes of the society,
wheun, one day, as the chief and I were husnting to-
gether, he broached the subject of matrimouny, and
wad answered indifferently. He continued, by refer.
ring to the number—which I knew was large—of
those who had lost their husbands in battle, intimating
that, if so disposed, I would be at perfect liberty to ap- -
propriate any one of them I might choose. To all of
which, as I felt nothing hut sincere aversion, I could
manifcst nothing which countenanced the royal pro-
ject; and there the matter rested for the time. That
time, however, was brief; for, no sconer were we ar-
rived, and supper over in the regal household, than,
first, one hy one, then in pairs, and finally by whole
platoons, the widows of the surrounding huts came
pouring into our lodge. The chief sod his protegé
were sitting, when, in a trice, this strange assemblage
disposed themselves in a curved line before the two-

11
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sedentary figures aforesaid. What all this imported,
was dark to me; and it is but sooth to say, that this
galaxy of woodland beauty shed no lght, but “a pro-
fusion of soft” darkness, both on the subject and the
scene. Short, however, was my suspense, and few
the glances cast by the apparitions at us and at each
other, before the imperial savage, turning to me with
a patronizing air, substantially thus bespoke me:—
“These young women have no husbands. I have or-
dered them to come and stand up here. Now, if you
want one, you can pick her out” The scene was
grave throughout; an entirely business-like transac-
tion, from beginning to end. The subjects, no less
than the agents, obviously regarded it in no other
light ; and this must be my apology to the reader for
treating the matter as such, accordingly. True, there
was a cheek or two on which a searching scrutiny
might have detected a slight accession of the tinge
which constitutes the civilized blush. Together with
this, there might have been discovered the least pos-
sible leer of an eye disposed to mischief; and I once
thought that something like a half-suppressed titter
escaped from a little huzzy who was leaning on the
shoulder of her right-hand companion, and whose
face, just at that moment, was half hidden by her
hand. Thus fuirly cornered, obliged to * face the
music,” I stammered something—for, really, I have
never felt quite certain what I did say—about time
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for consideration, and the fear of consequences. To
obviate all such objections, the pertinaciots man
urged in reply—and, certainly, it was with an air of
great fairness on his part—that there could be no
danger in making a selection, as a return of the-ar-
ticle and another choice would be allowable at any
time. To this, I could only say, generally, that it
was a grave subject; that it demanded time, and that
I hoped he would be so kind as not to press the mat-
ter any further, just then. To me, personally, his
general bearing kod been kind ; as much so, perhaps,
as was consistent with the decided predominance of
the animal and selfish over every other propensity of
his dark nature. Above all, he was polite, and the
possessor of more self-control than @l aboriginal co-
temporary of my acquaintance. Moved, probably, as
well by policy as kindness, he murmured a guttural
~ assent to my demurrer; while, with the wave of his
hand, the dark-complexioned bevy—some triple dozen,
and the number should have been given before—dis-
appeared. The subject, however, was much upon his
- mind; and it was obvious, from the frequency and
manner of his advertence to it, that he was determined
to marry me, and that it would not be exactly the
safer policy, on my part, to baulk his intention.
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overtaken by a fearful retribution—Acutenesa of externsl native
[13.TEN

IT has been previously remarked, that we were sel-
dom stationary for more than two or three days.
This having been understood, I have not supposed it
advisable to encumber my narrative with details rela-
tive to a subject of 8o frequent recurrence, unless con-
neeted with some noticeable event. As introduetory
to this chapter, I need only add, that, in the interim
of the incidents included in it and of those of its
immediate predecessors, we had migrated from the in-
terior to the south coast of the island.

And here, with the reader’s good leave, as the present
is the first occasion so fully suggestive of the subject,
it may be proper to bestow a passing remark on a
point regarding which the current information is more
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or less at feult. Reference is bere had to the general
impression made by writers on this country, that the
natives are, in & great measure, maritime in their
haunts and modes of subsistence. Indeed, one of them,
who should be paramount authority on such a subject,
though admitting that the interior of this vast ieland
#is very little known,” says, of the known aborigines,
and without qualification, that * fishing ia their main
occupation.™ Tt would seem, indeed, that, becanse
the natives, when seen at all, are always on the coaat,
and piscatorially employed, when employed at all, that
they have been represented es hardly living anywhere
else, and as hardly any otherwise employed. On the
contrary, in good hunting weather, the coast is seldom
visited ; unless, indeed, when a wil hunting range
chances to skirt the ocean. As to any tribes, such as
the “ Universal Traveller” professes to have met with,t
whose subsistence is wholly or even mainly derived
from the sea, I can only say, that, in all my time and
travels in South Australia, it was not my hap to ar-
rive at any knowledge of them. During the year and
a half of my conbection with a community as migra-
tory in habit, perhaps, as any other, we visited the
coast but three times; at each of which timea we re-
mained, not to exceed, a period of ten to fifteen days,
And what has been asserted with regard to one tribe,

® Bea Morse's Bchool Geography, p 85.
t Ses & work with the above title by G A Geodrich, p. 487,
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can be safely certified respecting many others. For
during my captivity, I must have traversed, and re-
traversed, in all directions, an area four hundred miles
east and west by twice that distance north and south,
the latter reaching directly inland. And in all that
extent of actual survey, we were constantly coming in
contact with tribes, or the representatives of tribes, of
the same general character and habits as those of onr
own,

Nor would it be improper, perhaps, while so near
the subject, to make another correction. And itshall
be done with relation to the alleged identity of the
native Australian with the native African. This
identity is asserted broadly, and without a qualifying
exception. *The nativesare oriental negroes.”* And,
to preclude misapprehension, the text is-pictorially il-
lustrated by a bona fide negro, sure enough, and all
very well done, to the ebony of the fellow's skin, and
‘the more unmistakable frizzle of his hair.,

Now, though this representation holds true enough,
as limited to Sidney, on the south-eastern coast, and,
perhaps, a few other points, it is very far from being
applicable to that large part of the island-aborigines,
who came under my observation, during my protract-
ed captivity, At the poinis referred to, I have oflen
peen the unequivocal traces of Negro origin; tbe thick
lip, the flat noae, and the crisped hair, joined with the

* Bee McCulloeh’s An, Qar., followed by Morse’s Behool Geography.
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nearly African jet. But, for asingle specimen of true
negro type, I bave scen in South New-Holland, on the
coast and in the interior, hundreds, in whom the
proofs of Asiatic origin were equally indisputable.
Leaving other points of evidenee to the physiologist,
I am willing to rest my conclusion on complaxion, and
the hazr. The former, when a faithful ablution expo-
ges its true ground-work, is nothing deeper than the
general mahogany which marks the anstralasiatics of
the South Sea Islands as a whole. And then, in place
of the short curled hair of the black man of Gmelin,
my Australian friends—custom forhida it to the ladies,
but the gentlemen—-wear their own long locks; as

long as any of European pretensions, and not more in-
~ clined to emulate the negro frizzle,

After all, it is not improbable, that, while the proxi-
mate part of Asia, and, perhaps, even South America,
have sent the earlier and larger waves of population
to this, with 1nost of the other, southern islands, Africa
also may have Unctured them with an early colonial
current of her own. Papua or New-Guina is clearly-
an African settlcment. Adveuturers or castaways
from that island, or direetly from the parent country,
as unquestionably landed and propagated a kindred
variety at a few points on the Australian coast.
Between thess inconsiderable patches of population,
and the more widely diffused type of Australian char-
acter, there lies all, or nearly all, the difference origi-
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pally separating the brown man from the black.*
The *‘ oriental negro” population of this third conti-
nent is a fact, no otherwise than, as an immaterial ex-
ception is 8o in reference to the gencral rale to which
it is related. At all events, I have stated facts.
Others, if not satisfied with my inferences, muat adopt
pthers, or make their own,

This digression left us on the south coast, to which
we now return. Our maritime visit was highly op-
portune, The shoals were thick with salmon and the
porpoise, and many, of each fin, were brought up by
the long-shafted fish spear, which our people could
project with so sure an aim. The neighboring grove
waa alive with our favorite marsupial. Coyas—frogs,
not quite so sacred, but nearly as numerous as those
which plagued the Egyptians in olden time; the deli-
cately fiavored guanz; the farinacious choocup, and
the fiery min; all conspired, as well by their abun-
dance as variety, to render this a time of special jubi-
lation. As to saving any of it for 2 rainy day, that
wasd out of the question. Haed fish and flesh enough
been piled up on that spot to rival, in magnitnde, the
largest pyramid of the Nile, the improvident gluttons
wonld have picked the last bome, with any conceiva-
ble certainty staring them in the face, that half their
number would starve to death before they could find
another breakfast.

* Bes Dr, Goode.
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*It was on one of these days of general hilarity, that
the now familiar subject of matrimony was renewed,
Satisfied that it was useless to strive any longer against
my destiny ; uncertain, after one fruitless attempt to
escape it, whether mine would not prove to be a “life
membership” in this goodly society ; and judging that,
with another and & fairer chance of running away,*
an island mate, half forced upon me, and with no
“better or worse'’ clause in the liturgy, any how,
would prove no special obstacle; I told my royal
master, that I was ready to meet his wishes in the
matter, and that the ensuing evening would suit my
convenience a8 well as any time. This submigsion
put him into great good-Fumor, and he declared that
he would have a “ carobra,” that is, a dance.

Accordingly, on our return to bead-quarters, for we
had been hunting together through the day, tbe auto-
crat of our little empire ispued hLis ukase for auother
convocation of the juvenile widowhood. If the sum-
mons was peremptory, the compliance was prompt;
and the dehusbanded stood before ug, as on a former

* “Was not that fairer chance invariably present whenever yoi.:l
were on the eosst I" To which I reply. The farther I beume nc
quainted with the coast; the number of hroad rivers, with their broader
embouchures; the numerous baye, with their far-reaching indentations;
the more hopeless was the prospeot of ever reaching sn English settle-
ment in any other character than that of a sailor. In & word, I was
astisfied that my escape must depend on the coincidence of our triba's
return to the cosst, with the landing of some vessel. But, in order to
this, I muset needs bide my time.

H
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occasion. Why the spinsters were not included, must
be told at anotlier time. Suffice it, for the present, to
say, that they were a speeics of property not at the
disposal of the executive, and that the operation of
immemorial custom makes its acquisition a matter of
much longer time than was congistent with the present
emergency. I said, they steod before us; and it were
guperfluous to add, that the cercmonies of the toilette
had been the occasion of no vexatious delay, or that
whatever of diversity existed in the darkly fair assem-
blage, on the score of native loveliness, was present
without disguise. The object who fixed my attention,
was a weedless widow of about seventeen.* * Popping
the guestion,’”’ that awkward consequence which waits
on civilized courtship, was no affair of mine. To
choose, was my right. To intimate iy cboiee, not to
the chosen subject, but to the sovereign, was my duty,
The right was exercised in one moment. The duty
was the work of the nert, What remained was ex-
clusively between the royal pontiff and the bride elect,
and was despatched in the brief terms of the following
question and answer,

Question.—** Y enec annan yoructongur coopul?—Do
you want o live with this man ?”

Answer.—* Quop, ki emeran beac.-—Yes, if he wishes
to take me.”

® Her pame, Elyepeet, in the native word for the guana, a large
land lizard, much used for food

3
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" Upon this, she was ordered to it down in our wig-
wam. As for the rest, they were informed that they
could now retire; and they did so, neither they, nor
detenu, nor, indeed, any individual of the sex, appearing
or reappearing o grace any part of the subsequent cer-
emony ; unless making and maintaining the fire, and
hovering and looking en at a distance, might be
thought to constitute exccptions, As my master did -
not choose to allow us a separate establishment, Mrs.
- J. became a permanent inmate of the royal lodge;
and the only respect paid her on this her bridal night
was permission to lock from the interior of her new
abode on the ont-door show, got up in honor—not of
her, but of her hushand—and to witness, in common
with the other menials, the havoc wrought by the
chivalry of the tribe on the viands of the evening.

The sons of the chief were ordered to procure a
couple of poles, some dagen feet in length. These
were stripped of their bark, painted with various col-
ors, hung with a diversity of gaudy flowers and feath-
ers, and then fixed perpendicularly in the ground.
While this was going or, the ladies were gathering
fuel. This they piled in the form of a halfcircle, and
in such & way as to leave the ornamented poles as
nearly in the centre as might be; the same circumfer-
ence heing equal to a line of four or more rods. This
completed, they set it on fire, and had no moze to do
than to bring and heap on fuel enough, from time to
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time, to keep the whole line in undiminished glow,
till their gallant husbands had exhausted their facul-
ties of enjoyment. As this was a royal feast, sump-
tuary custora demanded of the guests, that they should
array themselves for it with due particularity. This
was done in the following manner: The whole ex-
terior of each individual was treated to a coat of
- fresh paint, diversified, on this occasion, with white
and yellow, in addition to the every-dey red. Every
. breast bore the figure of a large white croas; while
those of the kangaroo, the wallahy, red and white, the
white cockatoo, and the emu,* all were crowded on
to the same moving canvas,

‘When the men, all decorated a8 above, were assem-
bled and seated at the fire, the boys, acting as servi.
tors on the occasion, brought forward the fish, flesh
and vegetables, gathered during the day. At this
point, the chief man of the nation, who was something
of a wag, and whose self-esteem, a la phrenologie, must
have been very large indeed, aroge once more to act
the orator. On me, though now a measurable profi-
cient in their elegant vernacular, ita more exquisite
touches were nearly lost. My fellow-auditors, however,
obviously understood the address to be, if nof witty, at
least facetious; for they encored it most vociferously.
‘When the speech was done, and in salt phrase, it was &
“yarn gs long as a jib-don-all,” there came off the reg-

# Soene account of this winged animal may be found in Chap, XVL

¥
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ular eating match. A general dance around the two
poles sucoeeded. And to this, succeeded singing, in
* which all were performers. This held till midnight,
when they all returned to the unfinished feast, at which
they continued their devoirs till every gastric capacity
was tasked to its nttermost distension, .As to the dis-
tantly atiendant ladies, their participation of the en-
tertainment, beside the gratification of looking on,
consisted, as on less extra occasions, of the final odds
and ends; preceded, now and then, hy—what the rea-
der has already found admiesible under the eating
laws of our Bociety—~—the done fide honus of a bone.
Unless the native swain should be willing to take
his chance among the widowed fair, as I did, he har-
gaing for hie wife, soon after she is born, In this
species of traffic, the mother has no voice, and is not
consulted. If the father and the applicant agree, the
child is the property of the latter, and he returns, ac-
cordingly, to cleim it, &3 soon as it is old enough to
follow him; which is at about the completion of its
third year; and she continues to attend him in all his
fortnoes, till old enough to become his wife. Instan-
ces occurred in our own tribe, and under my own im-
mediate notice, of female infents disposed of, in this
way, to individuels of another trihe, whose hunting
ground was four or five hundred miles distant. For,
however roving in their habits, each tribe has, what they
claim, and other trihes admit to Iba, their own domain,
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‘When the father of a family dies, his oldest son is
eonsidered the owner of all his wives, whether more
or leas. And on Ass demise, without a son, he is sue- -
ceeded by his next oldest hrother; and so on, through
the family,

If a woman lose her hushand, unless some kinamsn
claim her, she is the protegée of the chief, who has au-
thority, as we have already seen, to dispose of her to
whom be pleases,

As in more refined communities, elopements are by
Do meana rare occurrences. Mutual fancy influencing,
one man takea the wife of another, and escapes to a
distant tribe, where he keeps ber for a longer or shorter
time. The longer, rﬁay sometimes be for life; but,if
g0, it is without my knowledge. I apeak of things
merely as I gaw themn. Ordinarily, then, the time in
question terminates in seven or eight months, when
the faithless wife is redelivered to her husband, be-
tween whom and the abductor there is a settlement
on this wise, The wife-stealer stands before the
wronged party, at the distance of some thirty yards,
and the latter throws ninz spears, only. If one of
any less number hit bim, he must own himself satis.
fied, and the other is discharged. If none of the
whole number take effect, however, the injured party
i at hig option to consider himself made good, in the
matter of his wounded honor, or to demand further
gatisfaction. In this latter case, two men approach
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the seducer and hold him, while the ¢uckold drives a
gpear through one of his femural appendages. Thisisthe
end of the law in the case; after which the delinquent
is at liberty to go where he pleases, and the dishon-
ored husband is perfectly satisfied. While all this is
going on, the other wives of the latter party, in some
cases a3 many as geven or eight, fall upon their frail
gister, and, before leaving, balf kill her with their
heavy sticka, And if the husband should not think
proper to finish the busineas by taking the rest of her
life, et that time, she must attend him wherever he
goes, nor ever venture out of his sight again, while
ghe lives. Repetition of the offence and the being
subsequently taken, is certain death; and this holds,
a3 well with regard to the seducer, as the seduced.

Homicides are so common, that there is hardly cone
in 8 hundred, who has arrived at the age of sixteen,
whose hands have not been imbued in the blood of
some human being, otherwise than under the pretexs
of war. The following instance is given, a8 having
fallen out under my own observation, partly because it
is illustrative of the preceding remark; and partly, as
throwing light on some of the other habits of a fierce
and sanguinary people,

Two brothers were fishing on the coast; one a
bachelor, and the other a benedict. The bachelor had
taken a fancy to the young wife of his brother; and,
baving exhausted the arts which usually induce an
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elopement, without success, took the opportunity,
while his brother was spearing fish from a rock, to
push him into the surf, where he was drowned. The
object of his passion, now 2 widow, accepted the pro-
tection of the fratricide, and both decamped to a dis-
tant tribe in the eastern part of the island. The case
being more atrocious than common murder, the men
of our tribe were moved by a common and a fixed pur-
pose of punishing the eriminal upon the earliest op-
portunity. After an absence of seven months, ho had
the temerity to return. He was firs{ peen and recog-
nized, by some of our people, on a rock, some way out
in the surf, where ke also was fishing with his spear,
a8 the brother had been whose life he sacrificed to his
lawless passion. In this insulated sitzation, he sud-
denly found his retreat intercepted by a dozen clans-
men, who had sworn vengeance, and were armed to
execute it. Spear after spear was launched, which
his exireme adroiiness of evasion rendered harmless.
The consequence of such a waste of projectiles was,
that the assailing party found it expedient to call a
pasuse. Unwilling to risk & close engagement with
one of the best spearsmen of the tribe, and a man of
formidable prowess, they despatched a boy to the en-
campment for o {resb supply of spears. Chancing to
be at one of the wigwams when the messenger came
in, I snatched a handful of tbe flint-headed shafts, and
started for the scene of action. Arrived, there stood
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the avengers of blood, resolute and detormined; and
there, too, on his rock, stood the manslayer, the frat-
rioide, like & lion at bay, fierce, and hurling defiance
et his assailanta, But his bravado availed him noth-
ing. He was a doomed man. Asin the case of the
first shedder of a brother’s blood, there was a clamor
for vengeance, which nothing but the blood of the
murderer could appease. When our men were once
more fully armed, we drew up in single file, and
then, instead of the succession of single discharges,
which his dodging art bad enabled him to elude, & large
dozen of the barbed missiles were on the wing at once,
and under nearly as many wounds the wretch de-
scended after his victim to a watery grave.

His less guilty paramour became the next object of
the vindictive passion, now fairly roused. It waa
reasonably presumed that she had accompanied his
return, and eithér was or recently had been, in the
vicinity. Accordingly, after a long search, one of our
perty fell upon her trail. This was fate. The native
senses of sight and smell possess an exquisiteness,
which enable their possessor to follow the traces of an
object, which, to a civilized man, would be {otally un-
distinguishable. Thus furnished, the aboriginal Aus-
tralian, when sufficiently stimulated by cupidity or
revenge, pursues his victim for a hundred miles, and
nothing but & fall of rain can baffle his unerring pur-
suit He has no difficulty n distinguisbing the foot-

B* 12
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print of a boy from that of a girl; a man's from a
woman's; or that of a boy, gir), man, or woman, of
his own tribe, from one of either, or ell the four, be-
longing to any other. To return. The pursuing
party, after mbout three miles, found the wretched
fogitive in the hollow of a large peppermint-tree. A
jerk dislodged, and a stroke of the tomahawk, follow-
ed by another of the aspear, laid her lifeless. The
women were then ordered to raise and kindle the
funeral pile, and the incineration of the remains of one,
“more sinned against, than sinning,'’ concluded the

tragedy.

" Horror covers all the haath ;
Olouds of carnage hlot the sun:
Bistars | weare the web of death
Bisters | ceass, the work is done I



CHAPTER XV.

4

Three murders and twe murderers.—The latter are surprised—Both
Ay ; are pursued ; one taken —His confeseion and execution ~—Mora
extensive reluliation resclved on.—Spies—Short preparation—
Fuziber traits of native charncter.-~All on the wir path.--A forced
mareh—A division of furees—The midnight reconnoissance.—The
ambush.—The surprive—The onslaught—Hervie, but ineffectual
rosistance —Touching incident—Revolling wlusion,—Briaf bomiletia
“ga the slate of nature.”

IN a few days subsequent to the events last recorded,

1 was one of a party of seven, who were abroad in

the hush, in quest of game; when suddenly a sound,

as of human voices, struck our ear. Listening, we
ascertained the quarter from whence it issued, and ad-
vanced, as cautiously as poasihle, till, at a distance of
forty rods, we discovered a couple of men on their
kuees, apparently engaged as il in cutting up some
animal, taken in the chase. The discovery was mu-
tual. They started, and fled. We called, in order to
stop them, hut it only added wings to their flight.

We gave chase, and kept them in sight for half an

‘hour, in which time, such was their fleetness, that

they held us at about the original distance. It

chanced, however, that in leaping & narrow stream,
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in which there were some aix feet of water, that one
of them was stopped on the further shore, by the dis-
location of an ankle. We leaped after and made him
a prisoner. The other escaped us, On overhauling
our priee, whom should I find, but the veritable gen-
tleman with whom I had had that memorahle passage
at arms in the affair of the lagoon, and whose womrs,
all but dealt me the true coup de grace. A moment
of exultation, on finding him in my power, was ex-
changed for a fecling of commiseration toward the
wretched savage, long hefore death relieved him of
his misaries. But this is anticipation. The reader
will goon perceive the ground on which it arises,
With our prisoner in custody, we returned to the spdt
where he and his comrade were first discovered. There,
{o our great consternation, lay the dead bedy of a
clansman of ours, pierced hy many a spear. And
there, too, half cut inlo pieces, lay the remaina of his
two little children, girls, eighteen months, and three
yeara old. '
For further explanation, which ia more properly
supplied at this point, I must avail myself of the mat-
ter of the prisoner’s subsequent confession, as well a3
of information derived from the surviving wife and
mother of the murdered man and children, While
travelling through the woods, with his wife and chil-
dren, the man had been taken gick. After lying some
time on the spot where we foand him, his wife had been
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sont awWRy to guther some herba for medicine, the two
children, in the mean time, remaining with their father.
Bhortly after this separation, the prisoner and his
companion, belonging to a hostile tribe, discovered
the pitiable group, sarcestically remarking, as they
advanced upon it with lifted speara: “ You and your
children are the first game we have met to-day. We
gre hungry.” The poor fellow sprang to his feet
and fought desperately, as knowing that it waa for Itig
life, as well as that of his children. The event ia
with the reader. He was slain. The two children,
beside their hutchery, were in course of preparation

for a purpose hut too common in this land of canni: o

bals. The prisoner, not in the way of compunction,
but a8 matter of boast, declared that, when interrupted,
he and his more fortunate comrade, having done the
killing, were about to satiafy their hunger with their
infant victims.

While we were yet standing over the scene of thia
revolting trensaction, the mother returned. Her ma-
ternal transports may be imagined, not described.
Whether grief or revenge was the master passion, it
were hardly safe to say, for both were s outrageous,
that, after having torn out her own hair, she flew upon °
the prisgner and, unrestrained, had scon made the
number of his pieces equal to those of her children.
But this would have been a mercy which was not to
soften the doom to which he was reserved. Detaila,
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under the head now referred to, are not intended, save
in an instance or two, hy which the occasion stands
distinguished from the suhject of & previous deserip-
tion; and for all of which Irexpect the reader of cul-
tivated semgibility, if his good sense has been equally
cultivated, will accord me his ready pardon.

After Anthropophagus had been marched, or rather,
dragged, for he could not walk, to the encampment,
he was tied to a tree, with & piece of wood, some sev-
enty pounds in weight, made fast to either haud; in
which situation, with a number of our people to watch
him, he was kept till morning. The preparations were
as usual, save that, being unable to walk, the culprit
was carried to the place of execution. As matter of
compensation to the widowed and childiess mother,
she was admitted to the grateful office of putting fire
to the pile; and, after a few minutes of incipient burn-
ing, the fire was drawn from arcund the victim, and
he was conveyed to another, which the bereaved and
distressed lady had prepared in the interim. In this
for her special comfort, four men held his two feet till
they were nearly consumed. While this protracted
operation was going on, the still disconsolate mourner
exhibited various violent antics, together with certain
vociferations, which made it obvious that, if she was
influenced by the feelings of a human mother, on the
one hand, she was still more strongly actuated hy the
malignity of a ske infernal, on the other. But being
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pledged to avoid nnnecessary repetition in the notice
of this class of cases, we say nothing of the further
gratification of the chief mourner by means of the
burning sand, with whick she plied the object of her
yet hotter wrath, nor of the number of bones she
broke, and with what an eager guato. Life by this
time was but faintly lingering. Sensation must have
been utterly extinct. It only remained to remand
the gubject to his tree, where, in a few momenta, the
renovated flames turned him to ashes,

This was retaliation. But it was only the prelude.
Born, and trained, and steeped in murder and cannj-
balism, themselves, thcy were now to find and punish
that depraved eommunity which had furnished a single
pair of murderers and man-caters. Suach was the will
of our powent sachem. As yet, however, all was dark
to me; for when the crafty potentate wasa hatching
any plot of more than common treachery and mis-
chief against a belligerent neighbor, his wont was to
exclude me from his counsels. In this instance, how
ever, I was not left to vague inference, from the omi
nous movements afoot, that some great event wes pend -
ing. There was one who, with a curiosity characteristis
of the sex of every clime, had appiied her ear to the
key-hole of the dark conclave, and consequently, as a
true wife should, let Ler husband into the secret of
the whole business, several days before it would have
transpired by the more ordinary process, Spiea were
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out in different directions, to ascertain the wherea-
bouta of the enemy. After an absence of five days,
some of them came in with the information, that a
small party had been discovered, who were stopping
at the foot of a mountain called Buckinbuck. This was
o joyfully exciting a piece of intelligence, that it lost
us—the chief and me—the uneaten half of cur dinner.

Tha necessary nnmber of his warriors not being
present, our puissant leader snatched a handful of
spears, and bade me follow him, I snatched a couple,
and followed. Ard he strode away, and wes followed,
till we fourd ourselves on the summit of & mountain
— Corinuck—distart, by approximation, a matter of
ten to twolve miles, Here we kindled a large fire,
which was the conventional point and sigeal of a gen-
eral rally. But as time must be allowed for its effect
on a widely scattered band of hunters, alter waiting
by it for a while, we went away, killed some small
game, and roasted and ate. Near sunset our people
began to make their appearance: presently, they
came pouring in from all directions; so that, by the
time the sun waa fairly down, we numbered upward
of a hundred. Having effected so large a rendezvous,
our chieftain led us on the homeward path about four
miles, where we slept. In the morning, resuming
our way, we had the good fortune of taking a dozen
fine kangaroo, averaging, I seppose, a hundred and
fifty pounds each. A quickly kindled fire gave the
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flesh the requisite blackening, and, in less than an
hour, not a vestige of it was left. From this, with
previous intimations, tbe reader is already aware of

the *large alimentiveness” of these nasociates of

mine. For his more accurate information on this
head, I add, that, after one of their long fasts, I have
geen one of them devour ten to twelve pounds of

flesh, and to follow it with water in fair proportion.

Of course, like a true savage, he would then court in-
action, and a long siesta; against which, in time of

peace, there i3 no law. But that spirit was now

awake, and its restless fires burning fiercely in every

bosom, which, in the savage, sways all the other ap-
petites of his nature; a epirit which bhad now trans-
formed his habitual indolence into the stronger and
more habitual activity of revenge and the thirst for .
blood. ' :
~ On returning to our huts, we were greeted by the
gight of nearly al! our warriors, many of wbhom had
been coming in, in the interim of our abgsence. Our
whole number of effective men, as I may not have
remarked before, was said—how correctly, I had ne
exact means of knowing—to be about seven hundred,
But, with the loose discipline to which they were sub-
ject, more or less of them were always absent on any
given emergency.* -Decampment, so to speak, was

* Whal, afler all, was the number of fighting-men ateompanying .
this expadition, the editor has no definite means of determining. It
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but the work of a moment, and warriors, women, and
children, were all on the long war-path. During the
first three days, we were only allowed time sufficient
for sleep; and we tasted, absolutely, nothing, save
now and then a mouthful of water, which was gener-
ally half mud, and sometimes brackish at that. Stand-
ing around the mud-hole, or rather scrambling to ob-
tain a handful of its contents, nothing is more com-
mon than for native men to growl and snarl at each
other, like the same number of native dogs over the
carcass of a dead kangaroo.

‘When the three days’ stage of our ma.rch was meas-
‘ured, the tents were pitched, the fires were kindled,
and & short hunt supplied a very scanty meal. The
- next morning, leaving a hundred men to garrison the
encampment, we resumed the path which somie heroie
muse has celebrated as

“ Leading to glory or the grava”

During this day, as we were nearing the enemy, every
tread was cautious, and every eye was frequent and
searching in its glances to detect an amhuscade. At
dark, not daring to light a fire, we laid ourselves down
and slept upon our arms till midnight. According to
the information of the spics, who accompanied us as
guides in this expedition, we were now so near the
quarters of the enemy, that we could reach them at

appears to have been less than the whole nurober ; and it might have
boen 8o by the difference of a hundred, more or lesa
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that chosenr hour when they would be found in their
deepest sleep—a sleep which proved to many of them,
&8 it waa intended to be, the aleep of death.

Resuming our arms and our march at midnight,
two or three hours brought us in sight of hostile fires.
Here we paused.  Agreeably to the order’of attack,
we were divided into two parties. One was to sur-
prise and attack, while the other, at a distance of forty
rods, was to surrpund the encampment, for the pur-
pose of intercepting and cutting off the fugitives. T
wea detailed on this latter service.

The charging party had advanced to within some
fifteen to twenty rods of our unsuspecting victims,
when one, more watchful than his fellows, canght the
sound of approaching footsieps, and yelled the alarm.
Before it was fairly uttered, a volley of missiles laid
him dead. The projectors followed the projectiles,
and with nearly equsl swiftness. The strife wbich
ensued was hand to hand; hut it was unequal. Many
were struck before they could get to their feet. The
outery of terror and death was horrible. Women,
with their children, were flying and falling in all di-
rections, while the mere handful of surviving men,
with a valor unsurpassed by the palmiest exploits of
ancient or modern chivalry, atood and fought like
tigers. By the clear light of the moon, which ren-
dered most of the scene distinctly and fearfully vis-
ible, T beheld a poor woman, with a child under each
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arm, flying from the stormed encampment, hard by
the point at which I was posted. The sight roused
my pity. Unfaithful to my painful trust, I deter-
mined to permit her escape, and pretended to be look-
ing another way. Ill-fated mother and children!
The sight had attracted an eye that knew not to pity,
and the harbed weapon which pierced the maternal
bosom, reached it hy passing through one of the chil-
dren ; and, the next moment, I saw the tomahawlk
despatch the little gurvivor.

The time of this massacre did not cccupy more than
half an hour; and small, iudeed, must have been the
number who escaped to tell its epsanguined tale.
‘When the work of destruction was ascertained to be
complete, and before daylight hroke upon the sceme,
wo left it; but not befors some of the victors had
availed themselves of the opportunity of allaying their .
canntbal hunger.

Let those, who are impatient of the influences and
restraints of Christianity and its institutions, and who
pine for the larger liberty of the * state of nature,”
havé the full consent of their neighbors to emigrate to
Australia, or any other spot equally favored by the
shsence of those influences. Once there, they counld
bardly fail to feel.the full force of the contrast be-
tween the presence and abeence of those disrelished
. wfluences, in their effects on buman interesta,
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OvR backward tramp held us from a little before
daylight, which closed the bloody drama of the night
.before, till the ensuing nightfall.” Arrived at home,
we yielded at once to such aleep and dreams as are
common to weary and famished wolves and warriors,
With quite as much sympathy with the former, as the
latter class of heroes, we awoke. Revenge had been
sated, and we must needa lose no time now in satisfy-
ing hunger. A couple of miles hrought us upon a
fine herd of our staple game., Instead of scattering,
bowever, as usual, which would have equalized the
chances of a shot, they darted off in single file. The
consequence was that my spear was unthrown. Not -

po with all; a few were so well aimed as to produce
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immediate death; more were carried away by the
wounded ; which latter circumstance induced the cus-
tomary pursuit, Aware that a whole army was to be
provisioned, and that, while all were nearly hungry
enough to swallow one another, I could count on the
exercise of no great degree of hospitality, I deter-
roined to part company with my comrades, and strike
off in pursuit of an adventure of my own. '

Having picked up a pair of opossums, I was cast-
ing around for.something a little more worthy of a
hunter's ambition, when, suddenly, a long-measured
tread, with a continuous crashing and crackling ac-
companiment, broke on my auditory mense. Listen-
ing, the tramp and the crash grew nearer. A morent,
and a full-grown emu croesed my path at a few yards.
The reader, it is presumed, will excuse a short episode
enlightening him at o few points—should he chance
to need it—on the sabject of the natural history of
this rare aves.

Briefly then : the emn i3 the ostrich of Australia.
Like ite African congener, it runs rather than fies;
or, more accurately, it does both at once. Though
the size and construction of its wings unfit it for in-
dependent flight, they add 80 much to its pedal pro-
pulsion a8 to give it a velocity to which no mere
mamimal, biped, or quadruped, can make any just pre-
tengion. Troe, she ig ran down by the native dog;
but it is owing o her want of wind, and to the curves
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and doublings of her course; in avoiding which, ag
well as in his greater power of endurance, her pursuer
finds the whole of hiz advantage. Her ordinary
stature is that of an ordinary man. When erecting
hersalf to her greatest height she stands full eight
feet, perpendicular. Great timidity and vigilance,
with clairvoyant eyes, peering from the pinnacle of
such a walking observatory, render her an object of
very difficult and unfrequent acquisition. To make
the reader sensible that this is a perfectly logical con-
olusion-—this of the difficulty and infrequency of emu.
catching—he is to remember, first and last, that her

‘arrowy swiftness is worthy of that divine eulogy be-
stowed on her Arabian cousin thirty-five hundred
years ago—

“ What time she lifteth herself on high,
She scorneth the horse and his rider.”

“Before re-conducting the reader to tie’ subject of the
narrative, I shall merely remark, that the force, as
well as the magnitude, of this mammoth bird may
be judged of from the fact, that her kick is sufficient
to break an arm, or even the leg of a man.  But more
of her capabilitics anocn.

We tie the broken ends of my story tdgether, gen-
tle reader, at that eritical moment ip which the rapid
fugitive was shooting across my way, Very well; it
was in that moment that a well-aimed shaft entered
just below her short wing, and away she went, lance



102 THE AUSTRALIAN CAPTIVE,

and all. It was in the next breath, when I was on
the point of giving chase, that a large native dog offered
me @& mark for another spear.® It took him in the
shoulder, and sent him limping on e different tack.
Having made acquaintance with this description of
gentry some time before, as the reader remembers, I
thought, instead of holding him by the button, I
would insinuate myself a little farther into the good
graces of Miss Emu. The visible traces of her flight
precluded all difficulty in the pursuit, which had been
continued bui a short distance, when I discovered her
in the act of endeavoring to disengage herself from
the incumbrance of my epear. This offered me the
opportunity of following it with another. The effect
of this was that, rearing for another half-running and
half-fying effort, she bore herself & matter of a hun-
dred yards, end fell. Supposing her tame enough,
by this time, I very innocently took her by her ante-
rior extremities, when, suddenly, drawing them up,
she let fly, with a force which laid me up at the dis-
tance of a rod, or theresbouts, a little more senseless
tban I hod been the moment before. 1In a word, as
nearly as I could ever know, I knew just nothing at
all for the ngxt quarter of an hour. My totally disai-
pated wits, however, slowly returned, and with such
8n accession, as made me a little cautious of taking a

# The omu was his game, and he waa in hot pursuit of har when
the adveaturcus spear emccuntersd him
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bird of that particular feather by the Aind leg, till
pretty sure that she was past kicking. It was in that
safe state that I found her, but with the earth go torn
and rent, es satisfied me, that mine was, by no means,
the final kick, To restrain the reader from treating
this little affair, between the Xicker and kickee, with
undue levity, he should know that, up to the time of
its occurrence, I was innocent of any experience in the
class of cases to which it belonged; and, then, he
might do well to remember, that some of the more
valuable portions of his own wit—if he have any—
were probably impressed by means not totally dis-
similar to that which gave me mine.

Hunger and thirst being equally extreme, for I had
hardly tasted either drink or food since “the last
war,” my hunting knife effected a speedy opening of
resources for allaying both; and the reader needs no
vory broad intimation that the opportunity wes duly
honored. But fresb troubles awaited me; for, though
my fair captive was lighter by the weight of her blood
and other appurtenances, my full strength was inade-
quate to raise her to my shoulder, and bear her to our
quarters; and I make this remark, partly, that the
reader may have a more just conception of her true
magnitude. In effecting a return to camp, however,
it is hut sooth to own, that my incompetency was not
less mental than physical. Plainly, and honestly, I was
bewildered. In such cases, fire is the native expedi-

I 13
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ent. I struck it, and raised both +, and my voxe to
a8 high s pitch as poasible. In sbout two hours, I
heard a distant answer, and answered it. Shout re-
gponded to shont, till, shortly, I was joined by several
of my late companiona. In answer to their repeated
questions, I could only say—mortifying a8 it was—
% Nothing is the matter; only I have lost my reckon.
ing.” It wasclear that my ialand education was sadly
defective, for a real islander is never at a losa for his
direction. However mazy, he can find and keep it,
by light or in darknesgs, indifferently. When oceasion
requires, he drops an article—a spear, or an axe, for

*. instance—purzsues his journey for any number of hon-

dred miles, and in every conceivable direction throngh
the pathless wilderness, till, wonderfully enough, re-
vurning to the spot, he picks it up : if in the day-time,
well; if in the darkest night—never mind; he has
got it. The child of instinct, instinet is his guide, and
it never guides him amiss.

We were once more in our quarters. The plucked
emu, along with various contributions from the other
followers of the chase, had undergone due dissection ;
the parts had received the customary blackening,
and eager appetite was causing their rapid disappear-
ance, when & scout brought in the intelligence that
an enemy had invaded our huating ground, and that,
from all appearance, they had come to offer us battle.®

™ Phe matarands sre silant aa to the identity of the invading party, ~
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“Instantly, the reeking meat foll untasted, and the
luxury of the feast gave place to preparations for the
greater luxury of war. Nor was the time aliowed for
preparation long. For, while the warriors were
giving their weapons & brief inspection, female hands
were puiling the other movables into portable con-
dition ; 5o that when the former were armed, the lat-
ter were loaded for the march. )

In a few minutes from the scund of the iocsin, we .
were waiting for the word which was to set our whole
train in motion. It came, and all were on our way. to
find, and chastise the foe. Nor did he compel us to &
protracted search. In less than four miles their shouts -
of defiance broke upon us, and were echoed with due
emphasia. We found them posted in a wood. An
Americen and a westorn man would have called it an
opening. The trees were large, but sparse, and withous
the impediment of an undergrowth, The consequence
waa, that it presented s fair fleld, and brought the two
perties into mutual view, at a desirable distance pre-
viousiy to the onset. The reader will not fail to per-
ceive that this is the only case, recorded in connection
with my island residence, of anything like a pitched
battle. Skirmishings; night attacks; and other speci-

pa, nlso, touching the esuse for which thay had sought the panding
contest. 1f thoy were the main body to which the party belonged,
that had been eo severely handled in the recent night attack, they
muat not only have received the most prompt naties of it, but mada

- avery foroad march, io ordar o be io readinem for the ensuing e-
equniar.
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mens of desnltory fighting were by no means wanting;
but this is the first and only instance, which foll out
in 1hat connection, of the meeting of large forces, de-
liberately, in the day-time, and with what we are ac-
customed to consider,

“The pomp and circumstance of glorious war.*

‘When within some hundred yards of each other, the
two armies halted, and formed in order of battle.
Then the two chieftains strode out on to the middle
ground, till they had reached a distance suitable for
the purpose, when they fell into a long parley.
Whether it contemplated a pacification, I had no
means of knowing; but from the reanlt as well ag from
a general knowledge of savage character, I presumed
it was meant for nothing more than a part of the afore-
said ‘' pomp and circumstance.” This ceremony was
followed by another of a less questionable character.
‘When the chiefs had terminated their interview, an
ermed man advanced a few paces toward us from the
oppoging ranks, who performed a number of antics,
and displayed a deal of grimace and gesticulation of a
violent character, - Then, squaring himaelf, in true
mertial style, he poised and shot his war spear directly
into our lines. This was the unmistakable * throwing
down of the gauntlet” and, perhaps, included the
ccremony of devoting us to the infernal goda At all
events, it wes followed by immediate aotion.
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For about the space of three hours, the death-deal-
ing missiles were showered as thick as heil, Within
such a time, projectiles would not only begin to fail,
but the combatants, waxing impetuous, would be fain
to mix themselves in strife of a more personsl and
deadly kind. It was so in this case. The original
distance had been gradually lessened, ao that, as spears
and patience failed, they were ready to grapple each
other in pairs. From this period, the style of the con-
test was merged in the duello, in which each seized
the other by the hair, and, with hia war-hatchet, either
cleft his eranium, or plied it for that purpose, till be
had hardly strength for another blow. For a long
time the scale of battle hung on an even beam. Every
man fought as if he were conscious that the issue de-
pended on hie single arm. At length, however, the
enemy gave way. The rest of the action was a rout,
on their part, attended with a slaughter unprece-
dented by the whole of the regular engagement. For
half ao hour we hung upou their flying equedrons,
when, too much spent for a longer pursuit, our leader
called a halt; and each party, satisfied in its own way,
retraced the path by which it had sought the war,

The changes which occur in savage society, while
in a state of repose, are few aud unconnected, for the
most part, with incidents of any interest to the readers
of narrative. Such a society, itsdlf, looks on those in-
cidents with astolid indifference. Instinet, the necessi
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ties of nature, and brute force, give law to all their
actions. Love, whether conjugal, filial, parental, or
social, a8 well a3 hatred, aversion, and desire, with
every other passion, are unquelled by the influence of
any moral sense, or sentiment, whatever. Theanimal
is fully formed. The man, contemplated as a moral
Miteiligence, acquainted with, and feeling his obliga-
tions, to his Creator and fellow-men, is yet to be bern.
He knowa nothing of God; nothing of his own soul
Nothing turns his thoughts within ; nothing lifts them
ebove, or sends them on to the future. Uncheered, un-
softened by the sympathies and charities of home and
kindred ; bookless, sabbat.hless, friendless, hopeleas,
Godless;
“He eats, and drinks, and sleeps, and then
He eats, and drinks, agd sleeps aguis.”

But however wavelesms and tideless, like the nea of
Jodom, may be the savage mind, when no longer
lashed by ita only great passion, revenge; the reader
can but have-seen, that, when excited by that passion,
K exhibits a patience, a firmness, and a force, which
would have given it distinction in & nation of heroes.

QOur inglorious rest was of but brief duration. One
day while a amall party of us were engaged in the or-
dinary avocations of the chase, we started up, not
another fathered, but an wunfeatbered biped. He fled,
showing bimself an enemy. We followed, and, after
a hot chase of four miles, overtook, and captured him.
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Proviog himself a spy from our late enemy, we
marched him into camp. He was bound, and kept in
the usuul durance till the following day. Then, as
his life was forfeit; 28 well Dy the rules of savage, as
of civilized war, the customary preparations were
“made for the customary execution.

When led out to meet his fate, he displayed the
eame haughty icdifference to death, the same prond
scorn of hig enemies, which characterize the native
hero. He threatened us with the vengeance of his
tribe.  Qur chief, little thinking that it would fall so
soon, and upon himself merely replied, that hs ought
to have stayed at home. I have implied that the cir
cumatances of this infliction were such as ordinarily
enter into cases of the kind. They were 8o, save that
the bearing of the prisoner was marked hy a bolder
defiance, and more bitter taunts, The bitterest, and
that which stuag the native pride most sensibly, was
that which told the chief, that he and his men were
“1no better than g0 many women.” The consequence
of this was, that he and they essayed their very utmost
to eonviace him, that he had uuderrated their merits,
and that, by oonsequence, his compariicn was not
more unmannerly than it was unjust.

The law thus duly satisfied, and the fire that had
satisfied it hardly extinguished, we took our traps, and
once more wended our way to the coast The reader

will be aided, to some extent, in his imagination of
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distances, by being informed that our seaward journey,
in thig instance, occupied ua during the whole of four-
teen consecutive days; in which time we travelled, by
approximation, three hundred or more miles The
famine, caused by bad hunting weather, which had
precipitated this long journey, wrought incredible
pufféring among our. people, till our. arrival on the
coaat. Nor did we meet with anything much more
auspicious, even then. With a heavy surf breaking
upon the rocks—our old fishing stations—nothing
could ‘be effected in that line; and fifteen hundred
people, already famished, were left for three days to
the scanty gleanage of a few shell-fish,

On the fourth day, however, my companions expert-
enced the truth of our civilized adage touching *anill
wind;” for they found that—all but the blubber—
it had blown ashore what was once a whale. The
unctuous exterior long since gone home to Nantucket
or New-Bedford, the halance had been left for our
special benefit. Sea-salt, thrown over it by the surf,
and erystallized by tbe sun, had invested it with a
coating of snow-like whiteness; while, within, owing
to the time that life had been absent, and of its ex-
posure to a high temperature, it was absolutely and
deeply greem. Thus it struck the opties; but the
oliactories—Attar of Roses! Eau-de-Cologne, and all
ye odorous powers! Need the reader be explicitly
informed, that this was a god-send to my hungry
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clanspeople? Indeed, with their habits, it would
have furnished a welcome change of diet at any time.
How much more, then, when o long famine had ren-
dered them absolutely ravenous? A fire was kin-
dled. Kvery knife was in requisition, Flesh supplied
the tnner man and woman, and oil, the outer.. In short,
all were soon as happy as full feeding, with plenty of
grease and paint, could make them. In vain was I
invited to eat, grease, and be happy, also. In vain,
too, did my newly-anointed sponse press me to the
banquet, and offer her personal aid in applying tbe
odorousunguent, I turned away. The unhreatbable
perfume filled a wide circamference, I took.my
spears and struck for the woods. Here, passing two,
and sometimes, three days without~tasting food, I
remained, till the long carnival was over. On falling
back into tbe interior, though compelled to jein my
tribe, yet, as the atmosphere of the feast still surround-
ed the persons of my fellow-travellers, by reason of
the reeking unction afore-mentioned, it was long be-
fore I could abide any but the most distant of admis-
sible eivilities.

A sharp look-out was now felt to be indispensable.
From various indications, it was ascertained that our
movements were under the espionage of our watchful
adversary, whose scouts would be likely to cut off any
who straggled far from our quarters, Nor was it long

before they found their opportunity. Our chief had
™
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a son, some sevenieen vears of age. Ile was a man;
for manhood and womanhood come early in these sav-
age constitutiona  Venturing into the serub, one day,
with an attendant, they were both waylaid and glain,
On a slight inapection it was obvious that the two
deaths had been caused by those who knew the person
of the Asir-apparent, and who intended something mora
than a common retaliation. His remains, beside be-
iog transfixed by a etake to the ground, exhibited no
leas than fifteen spear holes, with other mutilations
and indignities, too revolting, as well as *too numer-
oud to mention.”

As nearly as appearances could be trusted, this ne-
farious tramsaction must bave occurred about three
days before a party of us made the above discovery.
On-depositing the mutilated remaina of the high-born
youth, with those of hia attendant, before the chief
tain’s lodge, hia imperial majesty tore his hair, gétic-
ulated and vociferated dreadfully, and swore the death
of every man, woman, and child, belonging to the
offending tribe-—as.s00n aa he could catch them,

A common death occasions little or no ceremony,
‘We were now, however, to celebrate the obsequies
of a prince. For this purpose, the men were ordered
to dig a grave. To save labor, it was to be made
large enough for the two-fold interment which the
occasion demanded, When eighteen inches deep,
bowever, it was divided so as to form two compart-
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ments, with a bar of unbroken earth between them ;
afler which, they were respectively sunk some two
feet deeper. In mocomplishing thia, it was observable
that all the roots which came in their way—and they
wereo not a few—instead of being cut, were uniformly
broken hy hand. When, at length, the excavation
was completed, the naked bodies were deposited, and
well trodden down, 'Then the princdy remains were
covered with bark, from a neighboring mahogany,
which was also trodden down ; after which, there was
another and & transverse layer of the bark. The earth,
throwo from the pit, was not to be used for filling it
The women yere sent $o procure, and bring the re-
quisite quantity, from a distance, When, by this
means, the excavation had been filled to a little less"
than even with the surface, the chief broke a spear,
end laid it over the remains of his son. Then the
womra belonging to the deceased was split, and the
two parts fixed, perpendicularly, at the two extremi-
ties of the grave, The next thing in order, which,
like the placing of the broken, and riven war-weapons,
waa the work of the principal mourner, was the re-
moval of a circle of bark from every tree within thirty
yards of the place of sepulture, in all directions. The
concluding rite was performed by means of a guantity
of bones, of different animals, ahout & foot in length,
These were obtained from the women. For what
. purposes they are in the habit of preserving them, un-
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lesa for those akin to this, I am unahle to eay. These,
the paternal monarch fizxed in the earth within three
inches of each other, till his son's compartment of the
grave was completely impaled.

Inhumation, as the reader has probahly inferred, is
not the common practice. Indeed, the present, is the
only instance of it within my recollection. Without
professing certainty, I presume that the opposite prac-
tice rests solely on the ground of convenience; and
that inhumation is held to be more honorahle, for the
reason that it is more expensive, if for no other. One
more remark shail end this digression. The silence
of survivors, in relation to the dead, is more remark-
able here, than among any other people within my
knowledge, whether savage or civilized. ~ To utter a
name of the dead, is sure to give offence. Indeed,
there is no custom more sacred than that which utter-
ly forhids it.

We now return to the grave, for a very different
purpose from that of listening to some monitory
thought—some hortatory or benedictory effusion. The
regal prieat had satisfied his affection, such as it was,
and his piety, if he bad any. It only remained to
gatisfy his vengeance. He had already sworn it once;
and here, at the grave of his child, he reswore it.
The next chapter will inform thee, oh, reader ! whether
he needed absolution or not from his reiterated vow.



CHAPTER XVIL

Retaliatory war—Deaths oo both siden—The sorprise.—The flight—
The porenit.—The rescne—Rescuers rescued —Two prisonera—Cne
escapes death by dying.—The other dies by being put io death—
Final visit to the comst—Fiehing ; in which the fisher, by being
fisbed, hus u narrow escape of becoming food for fishes~Finally,
the adventurer gives hia mahogany-colared friends snd relations the
tlip, by escaping on shipboard; and how.

RETURNING from the only grave which I had seen
opened and closed, with due ceremony, out of the pale
of Christendom, we followed our chief’s example, by
sharpening our tools for making another grave, We
had made a common one for a couple of friends. We
weroe now to prepare another for more than twice as
many hundred of our enemies. Our good spears were
once more rebarbed. Our wigwamas were broken up;
and we were again upon the war.path. Stopping only
to sleep, and only & right in & place, we found our-
selves, after a loug and wearying march, on the hunt-
ing ground of our enemies. There was an cath, or
rather a couple of oaths, between us. They bad sworn
our deatha; we bad sworn theira.

Our warriors were divided into four parties, with
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orders to patrol the hostile territory, and spare neither
age, sex or condition. And literally—too litarally—
were those atrocious orders obeyed, during the six
weeks of interskirmish which ensued. How many
our arms destroyed in that time, we had no meana of
knowing, with any great definilenesa, Buf, upon a
comparigon of accoupts, our chieftain comforted him-
self by believing that the number of men wasa little,
if any, less than two hundred, beside large lots of
women and children, True, we paid for this princely
satisfaction by some large losses of our own. We had
gone into the enemy’s ground with seven hundred
warriors—a little over one hundred of whom were
missing when we left it—as, at that time, we conld
bardly muster six hundred. This septimation of our
men waF accompanied by a proportionate riddance of
such encumbrances of the expedition as wore the.
shape of women and little ones. For such as they—
a bupndred, more or leas—are hardly included in the
loss-account ; especially, when, as in the present case,
we had the proud satisfaction of having been the
killers of two hundred male enemies, full grown, with
only a little more than half 28 many of our male ef-
fectives killed.

But, a9 I was very near being jncluded in this lat-
ter list, I must close the history of this *“lmst war,”
in which I served my-—counitry, I can hardly say—sa
I will say, my countrymen—by & short yara on the sab-
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ject. It was the closing scene of the drama, and my
last passage at arms. Tired of killing men, and out-
rageously hungry, at the same time, I thought, one
day, I would try to put the life out of something that
was not human, and which I could appropriate for"
food, without violating what my comrades in man-
slaughter ridiculed as a foolish prejudice of education.
Bent on this little piece of self-gratification, I had
strolled away into the scrub, about a couple of miles
from the place of our intended encampment for the
night. Having killed an opossum, I was sitting by my
fire in the act of barbacuing it for breakfast, dinner
and supper, when it occurred to me that I was on an
enemy’s ground, and that it might be well to recon-
noitre. Rising to suit the action to the thought, the
sight of three naked native figures, convinced me that
the thought was by no means premature. Their ad-
vance was rapid. At a glance, I knew them for ene-
mies; and that, being =o, it would not be their fault
if they did not eat my opossum, and me to boot. It
happened, just then, that neither of the two alterna-
tives was precisely eligible. To loee life or dinner,
and especially the latter, already half devoured by an-
ticipation, was not to be thought of. Snatching it
with one hand, and my spears with the other, I fled
for life, and for my—opossum. It was well for both
thas I had a pretty good start of my pursuers. Look-
ing over my shoulder, afier running about a quarter
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of a mile, I thought the rascals were gaining upon me
a little. That put me to the tip-top of my speed, and
though no time was wasted on another observation,
I have alwaye flattered myself since, that I held them
at that distance till the race wes up. My bearing wes
as direct as possible, for a poiut at which I expected
to find a number of our clansmen. On entering a
thicket, I thought, for a moment, of attempting to
give my enemies the dodge. Recollecting, however,
that the hounds who were on my .track could both
scent and see it, I dismissed all idea of the ruse, and
was tearing through the thigk serub like & young
whirlwind, when, all at once, I heard a tremeundous
yell. A clansman of mine had seen the chase, had
concealed himgelf in the chapparal, and when I had
passed him, and my pursuers were passing, rose and
yelled, and threw. One of the three was stopped.
The thunder did not kill him, but the lightning did.
In the mean time, another of our men, who was at a
distance, hearing the war-shout, answered it, and
presently joined his comrade in chase of the two sur-
vivors. In the same time, too, having become satis-
fied that hoth shouts proved the interference, not of
enemies, hut friends, I had put about, in order to help
my helpers. As soon as the two fugitives found that
the number of their pursuers was only equal to their
own, they halted, determined to try the chances of a
fight. When I came in sight, spears had been thrown,
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snd, hand in hair, the belligerents were plying the
deadly battie-axe. On gaining the proper distance,
I hurled my womra It hit, broke and fell; and with
it fell the head that broke it Dashing on, I found
my other clansman engaged with a powerful fellow,
decidedly his superior, and literally covered, and
nearly suffocated, with hiz own blood. A spear trans-
fixed the herculean foe. His grasp relaxed. The con-
sequence wag, that the weaker party, who had been
held up for some time by the strong arm of his enemy,
dropped at his feet, The savage Sampson, on receiv-
ing my spear, eyed me for a moment, and exclaimed :
“ Yennuek sonnuck /— You are the devil/” and fell.
Both the vanquished were marched toward our
camp ; though their situation made it necessary that
we should frequently atop, in order to afford them
rest. During the night, however, one life escaped by
way of the outlet opened by the spear of the previous
day. The survivor was led out to an open gpace,
and set up for a mark, at the distance of thirty yards.
He was allowed his perfect liberty; and o well did
he use it, az to elude every spear, as long as spears
came singly. Long did our most expert marksmen
continue to throw iheir pointed shafts, while the fel-
low’s adroitness of evasion enahled him to hold them
perfecily at bay. In all probability, the whole day
might have been spent with the same result As
length, however, maddened with mortification, they
i
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all let fly at once. He fell, and still he stood. The
explanation is, that his nearly dead weight was arrest-
ed, midway in its fall, by the number of spears which
the poor fellow had received. A fire, kindled for the pur-
pose, received his remains, and converted them to ashes.

The pastime of war was now over. Our chief de-
livered it as his opinion, that our enemies would hard-
ly trouble us again, and that it was now about time
for us to return. After & hungry march of ten days,
we encamped onee more on our own hunting-ground,
where it was thought safe to remain the unususl time
of seven days. Here, the succesa of the chase, like
that of the recent war, equalled our reasonable wishes,
The day was spentin the field, and the night in feasting,
alternated with the chant of their various feats in battle,

Our next adjournment was to the sea-coast. The
order, like each of its predecessors to the same effect,
re-enkindled my languishing hopes that Providence
would open some way for my escape from an irksome
bondage. After five or six encampments, the blue
expanse of the Pacific once more opened beforo us,
The tents were set up--of course, by the women.
The fishing-gear was got in readiness; and soon a
long extent of the beach was lined by several hun-
dred hungry men, whose fish-spears were to feed them-
selves, and more than twice a8 many hungry women
and children.

Perched on a reck, I had not waited long before a
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large school of porpoises came floating in the elear
water, till, at length, they were at the foot of the
rock, and in easy reach of my spear. My aim was true.
A large porpoise was fast at one end of the spear, and
1, as a fish-spearer’s duty is in such a case, was fest
at the other. And now the question was: which
shall be pulled out, or which in? The struggie waa
desperate, but it was short. The rock was slippery;
I lost my foothold ; and, with a souse, 1 was among
the flsh, If the top of the rock waa so slippery that
I could not help getting n, the side was more than
euough 8o to keep me from getting out. What made
it worse for me, was, as the reader has had occasion
of noticing hefore, that I could not swim, and the
water was 50 deep, that no way remained of reaching
land, but by diving for it. In brief, then, as the case
stood, the prospect was, tbat, ioetead of a supper on
fish, the fish would make a supper on me. And so
they would, but that the whole acene had fallen out
under the eye of & native friend, who, at the moment
in which the porpoise got the better of me, was stand-
ing on another rock, some forty rods distant. The
sight of my plunge hrought him to my relief By
reaching me the end of his spear, he succeeded in
towing me round the rock ; when, afler drinking more
“gall-water grog” than either health or comfort exact.
ly demanded, half pulled and half crawling, I once
more regained my proper position in society.
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We were on the coast a fortnight. During this
time, I saw three ships—the first I had seeu since the
wreck of the Pyramus—standing to the west; hut
none of them near enough to afford me the needed
amistance. At the end of that time, ll, but myself,
were willing to take the bush again. At the end of
the first day, after our re-migration into the country,
we fonnd ourselves on the margin of a large lagoon,
where we stopped for & few days. On the second of
these days, one of our men, on coming in from huat-
ing, proceeded to the wigwam of the chief with the
information that be had seen a “ kibra’’—ship—stand-
ing off shore. The chief asked him where she was.
He replied that, when he saw her, she was coming
into the bay. This was in the evening. The chief
dismissed the conversation by saying, that he would
go and see her the next day. All this, being in an
edjoining lodge, I distinctly overheard. In a few
minntes, I wes gratified by bearing myself called, and
asked, whether T would not like to go and see a kibra,
which was lying in the bay. Fearing some sinister
intention on the part of the questioner, I replied, eva-
sively, that T did not care much about it——that I was
quite contented where I waas.

The next morning my master told me to get ready,
and go with him. This I did with a feeling and pur-
pose, which it was well for me that he was far enongh
from suspecting, Six of us—five beside myself—
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were the chief’s attendants on this occasion: & pum-
ber which, whether intended, among other purposes,
to guard against my possible escape, or not, was oer-
tainly calculaled to lessen the chances in favor of
such an occurrence. That such a motive operated the
arrangement in question, is the more probable from
the conaideration, that my attendance would naturally
be thought important, as the capital to be made out
of the people of the kibra would be readily associated,
in the ruling mind, with the facilities for that purposs
0 be derived from my qualification to ect a8 & com-
mon inlerpreter ; while, at the same time, it is bardly
imaginable that my juxtaposition with white men,
sbould not suggest the possibility of an abduction,

Near nightfall, our party encamped on the beach
of the bay. Ita native name is Elyepele. As the
reader finds this name appropriated to persons, and,
smong other, to my native spouse, it may not be in-
apposite to remark, as I bave partly done before, that
it stands for guana, a land animal of the lizard kind,
eighteen inches to two feet in length, and highly es-
teemed among the islanders as an article of food.
‘While on the suhject of names, it may be proper to
add, that they are borrowed from bays, rivers, irees,
mountaius, day aud night, sun, moon, and stars, wind
ond rain, thunder and lightoiog, birds, beasts, fishes,
and, in a word, from all sensible ohjects,

The sun rose on the last day of my captivity. It
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showed us the ship, lying about three miles from
shore, After waiting anxiously for some time, we saw
her lower and man a boat, which pulled away for an
island situated in the centre of the bay; from which
it was obyvious they were wooding and watering the
ship, I told the chief, that he had better light a fire,
and raise a large smoke, which the people of the 4idra
would understand as & signal that we wanted them to
send a boat ashore. He did so. We also suspended
two or three kangaroo skins on as many spears, which
we waved for the same purpose. After signalling, by
these means, for about an hour, we saw the starboard
quarter boat lowered from the brig, and pulled directly
toward us. When within hailing distance, they hove
to, and demanded what we wanted. I answered, that
I had been cast away on the coast in the Carib, and
wanted them to come ashore. They next demanded,
if there would not be danger from the natives, and
were assured that there would not; for, indeed, I had
taken the precaution to ipduce them to put their
spears away in the bush,” telling them that, unless
they did so, the white men would not come sshore,
Upon this they pulled up near the shore, where they
lay a long time, chaffering about the safety of pro-
ceeding further, and sometimes inclining to put about,
and return to the ship, At length, however, my min-
gled entreaties and assurances prevailed. They leaped
ashore, and pulled the boat out of the surf
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The natives pressed around the craft, hugely sur-
prised and delighted with the harpoons, lauces, and
other matters connected with the whaling buginess,
which were lying in tbe bottom of the boat. The
chief asked me if the white rmen would not give him
one. I told him, that the white men, in the ship,
were wanling some meat, and that, if he would go
“and kill them a kangaroo, they would give him one,
‘What most captivated his faney was a hatchet. He
appeared to want that, above all things. Of course,
he was told, that, if he brought the kangaroo, they
would make him a present of the batchet, in the bar-
gain. Pledging himself for the venison, and that he
would be back with it  short metre,” he disappeared
among the serub; and with him-—te insure the greater
despatch, and which even exceeded my bopes—thres
of the royal guard.

As soon as they were out of the way, I told the
mate, that if he would be =so kind as to take me to
the ship, this was the time to do it. Still inclined to
talk, rather than act, he asked me how long I bad
been with the natives. I told him I had lost all dates,
and could not tell. But when he had named the
passing month and day, I replied, that I had been
tbere seventeen months, and twenty-eight days. Then,
falling back upon the main subject, he confessed his
fears that, if he undertook to get me away, the re-
maining natives would attack us. DBegging him to-
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hold on a bit, I said to one of the natives: “ Where
ia there some water? (o and get some.” He took
a calaheash and started. The other was told to go
and fetch some wood, to make a fire. He also ecut
stick, and was gone. ** Thds,” I anid to the mate, “is
our only moment’” The boat was lunched. We
were in it, in 8 trice, and pulling away from shore,
with might and main. The chap who was to accom-
modate us with the wood, not being fairly out of
sight, chanced to look over his shoulder at the very
nick of time in which we

“ Zhov'd our light etmllop from the shore™

When he saw the movement, and that I was included
in it, he yelled, and bounded for his spears, His
tom-fool of a comrade heard him, and, yelling an an-
swer, dropped his ecalabash, and ran with the speed
of a frightened kangaroco. Their arrowy course along
the beach was marked hy jets of sand, rising, in man-
ner and extent, like the puffs from a pair of runaway
Jocomotives,®

By the time the two worthies had recovered their
gpears, and gained the place of our disembarkation,
we wore sixty rods from shore. At that distance,
feeling ourselves beyond the reach of harm, we hove
to, that we might observe their manceuvres. First,

* In running on the beach, & native employs his feet in such & man-
nor as to flirt the sand over his hend, as high as twenty or thirty feek
Buch is the fact. Ths explanation would aecorapany it, eould it ke as
briefly given
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they essayed to coax me fo return, and wait till the
chief should come back from hunting. Then, finding
* that I was not soft-soapable, they exhausted the whole
vocabulary of native abuse, not omitting to notify me
as to what I might expect, should I ever set foot on
their shores again. At the mate's request, all this, or
the substance of it, was done into English for his
special enlightenment ; upon which he thonght it time
to stand away for the brig. She was the Camilla,
Capt. Thompson, belonging to Hobart-Town.,

‘When we came alongside, the captain and crew were
Yooking down with a fixed stare on the nude specimen
of island zoology. The captain demanded of the mate,
what he had on board ; and was answered, that it was
a man wbo had been cast away on the coast, seven-
teen or eighteen months before.* He next inquired,
if T was an Indian, ur what country I waa from; and
was- informed, that I called myself an Englishman,
Upon this the captain swore that I was no Englishman ;
adding, that if I only had curly hair, he should think
I came straight from the coast of Africa. By this
time, I had ascended the ship's side, and. stood upon
the deck. What ensued in that immediate connection,
together with a final shore-scene, muat be reserved for
the next chapter,

#* The originel papers, which would naturally be expeeted to shed
some light on the Tate of the other survivormof the Carib, leave it an-
tirely in the durk. Indeed, the editor cannot find that they contain
any reference to thal subject whatsver,



CHAPTER XVIIL

Curiosity and wurprise on shipboard —Kind reception —Metamor-
phouis,—~Final shorescene.— Ezeuns omnes,— W haling cruise off the
const,—King George’s Sound —Ships for Canton.—Renewed kind-
veas of Capt T.—Arrival at Canton—Protracted opportunity for
okservation—Notes on the Chinesqg—Anecdote illustrative of char.
acter.—Return voyage.—3Suceestion of disastera—Arrival in Swan
River,

THE last chapter, having shown that I hat cut my
Australian acquaintance, and how I did it, left me stand-
ingon the deck of the whale-ship Camilla, Capt. Thomp-
son, of Hobart-Town. This, then, is the true point
of resumption ; and here it was that the good-natured
captain catechized me, as to who I was, and where T had
been, and how long, and how I came there. When
he had put me through on all these points, to his heart’s
content, and when all his doubts were obviated, he
called the cook, and ordered him to give me the bene-
fi of plenty of soap and warm water. The wash-deck-
tub, with all the other abluent eppliances, were, ac-
cordingly, put into speedy requisition. And when
the process, aided by the [riendly office of the cock,
was completed, it was found that the wask and the
washed had made a very peroeptible exchange of com-
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plexions, The former had turned decidedly dark:
~ the latter, with a fair allowance for the roasting, which
had been doing it hrowner and hrowner for the last
eighteen months, appeared as if it might be distantly
related ta some dark-skinned English family. The
captain then called me down into the cabin, and pre-
sented me with a good suit of clothes, and soon saw
that I knew how to put them on; though, the fact
wag that from long disuse, I felt, for some time,
awkward and uncomfortahle enough in my new rig.

In about two hours after I reached the brig, there
was & new movement on the beach. By the occesional
use of the captain's glass, [ saw that the chief and
his party had retarned with the kangarco. Presently,
the signal fire blazed again, and the signal kins were
waving in the air. When he had signalled us, in
vain, for about an hour, they fought among themaselves
for about half that time ; and then disappeared in the
woods, and we saw them no more,

We lay here five days longer, taking in wood and
water from the island, And such wes the kindness
of the skipper's treatment, that I was not allowed to
do any work, either in the time mentioned, nor for
more than & week afterward,

April 2,1839. We weighed anchor on this day,
and dropped it again in King George's on the 27th of
the following June; having cruised slong the coast,
and taken five sperm whales, in the interim,
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In s few dayas afler wa anchored in the Sound, s
brig came in which was short of hands. She was the
John Hendee, Capt. Lean, bouad to Canton. I shipped.
Before sailing, however, my noble-hearted benefactor,
Capt. T\, came on board, bringing with him a farther
supply of clothing, which he also gave me. He ex-
pressed regret that he had no place for me in his ship,
and when he was going over the brig'aside, he called,
and shook me by the bhand, in which he left two

' povereigns,

July 14. We got under weigh, steering N, W. for
the coast of China. As nothing of note occurred on
the passage, I have noted nothing.

September 80. COur ship hove to before Canton,
the great commercial emporium of the Celestial Em-
pire. AsCapt. Lean, beside being captain, was owner
of the merchantman, and trading on his own account,
he chose to lie here four months, in order to suit him.
self with a cargo. This Ieﬁgt.h of time, during nearly
every day of which we were on shore, and in more or
lesa intercourse with the natives, gave me an oppor:
tunity of noticing various things touching the manﬁers,
custorns, and other peculiarities of this very peculiar
people. And I shall set down the result of my ob~
servations as independently as if, instead of belonging
to the forecastle of a trader, I had been a memher of
& corps scienizfique, and carried the queen's commiasion
in my portfolio, Ir doing this, T shall but repeat, ta



THE AUSTRALIAN CAPTIVE, 221

some of my readers, the substance of what they kmew

" before; while, to others of them, this part of my
Jjournal will not prove to be entirely destitute of in-
terest. '

The native complexion of the Chinese isa yellowish
brown, with scarcely ever the slightest tinge of red.
So that, with nothing but the knowledge of this fact
to depend on, it were fair to presume that, as a celes-
tial maiden is incapable of a blush, she is allowed to
conjugate, without learning to lisp the pretty false-
hood ;"1 blush; thou blusheat” et cet. The cra-
nium of a Chinaman is nearly square ; hia cheek-bones
are prominent ; his face flat; his eyes are black and
emall ; his chin is rather promizent, and his hair black,
and scanty,

Between the natives of this country and those of Tar-
tary there is no very wide difference. Generally, the
former arec taller, and more slender; while the latter,
being thicker set, and more robust, are eapable of more
hardship, while, at the same time, they poasess supe-
rior activity., The people of China are mild, inoffen-
sive, contented, cheerful, and courteous. Altogether,
they are prepossessing, above any people I have ever
met with, whose grade of civilization is the same, or
not superior. They seldom use abusive language.
If, at any time, they are betrayed into a quarrel, it
scarcely ever ends in anything worse than pulling
hair, and tearing clothes. Their timidity is extreme.
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Personal courage, and presence of mind in the hour
of danger, do not seem to have been provided for in
the native constitution, I have seen this verified,
when some of our men, on shore, in consequence of
drink, bave become a little bellicose. The following
.18 an instance.

Jack had liquored, at a native dram-shop, & little
freely ; and, of course, waa a litlle inclined to quarrel
with somebody. This bred an altercation. The alter-
cation excited extra curiosity. The curiosity attract-
ed spectators. The number of spectalors—more than
thirty-~made Jack think that it waa just the time for
a glorious row. The consequence was, that, drawing
his knife, the madcap made a charge at ene of the
celestials; when the whole thirty—shop-keeper and
all—bolted, aa for life, leaving my shipmate in full
charge. Nor did any one return to eject or molest
the barbarian,* till he had capsized everything he’
could lay hands on, and, beside helping the rest, had
helped himself to the liguor, till we were obliged to
carry him down to the boat, where we hired & couple
of Tartars to take him off to the ship.

Dress is regulated hy law, aocording to the rank
and situation in life of the wearer. Yellow is aacred
to the imperial household. Red, on days'of ceremony,
is the costume of the mandarins: on all other ocea-

* Thea reader is, probably, aware, that, in China, barbarion and
Jorsigner are oonvarible larms.
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gions they are restricted to hlack, blue, or violet.
The common people are coufined to hlack, or hiue
cotton, White is for mourning ; hut even tbat muat
be assumed only upon the death of a father or mother.
He who assumea it upon one of those occasions, how-
ever, must wear nothing else for three years; afler
which, he iz not allowed.to change his hlack cotton
for blue, nor vice versa—he can only appear in one
color. The general style of a man's cap reseinbles
that of the other sex in this country. As worn by
the higher classes, it is jewelled, and otherwise highiy
ornemented.

As all are aware, who have bad the benpefit of any
informatien on the subject, the eommon diet is deci-
dedly very poor. The animal part of it involves de-
tails which, beside being so well known, are so dis-
tasteful to readess of aty delicacy, that I shall pass it
sub silentio, After all, the common Chinaman 1s little
else than animalized rice. It is his breakfast, dinne¥,
and supper, three bundred and sixty-five days in a
year, and his hut contains little, in the wey of furni-
ture, save the pot that cooks it, togetbéer with a frying-
pan, two or three coarse jars, and a faw basins. Some
of them bave fire-places; but stoves are far more
common, Chairs and tables ure hardly so much as
known even in name. The iron-pot is the great fam-
ily centre at meal-times, around which, squatted on
their feet, each, LAving filled his basin, holds it near
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his mouth, into which, with the two  chop-sticks” in
his dexter Land, he Qirta the food as fast as he ecan
awallow it; and be swallowa it incredibly fast.

Public or social diversions are very limited. - Card
and dice-playing constitute nearly the sole exceptions.
I might instance cock-fighting ; but it does not appear
to be in great favor, and, I suspect, is Anglican, and
consequently recent in its origin,* The-other gamea
referred to, are of almost universal prevalence. Near-
1y every man, and ever‘y hoy who is old enough, carry
in their pockets the well-worn cards and dice. Com-
panies of players may, generally, he seen at any out-
of-the-way place, in the open air,~~nor is it uocom-
mon for some of these groups to remain thus engaged
for days together,

Jan. b, 1840. We made aail for Swan River, on
the south-western coast of New-Holland. Our cargo
consisted of silks and tes. Fifteen days out, we en-
countered s heavy gale, which carried away our fore-
top-mast and sprung the fore-mast. At the moment
of the former disaster, two men were furling the jiB,
and when the mast went, it carried the jih-boom, and
the two poor fellows with it. Alas! We saw them

#* For this conjecture, as well as for all other than matters of paked
fact, the editor only is responsible. He thicks it less probabla sinos,
than ¢fors he penned it. By the way, the author, excepting his facta,
proper, appears to have made himself indebted for several of his ob-
sorvations on this general subject, to a well-known publieation, em-

bodying, among other kindred matters, vamous ngjices of Chinens
charaster, &a
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directly under the ship’s bows; but she was tearing
through the water like a race-horse, and no human
power could save them., The gale lasted forty-eight
hours. We repaired the ship, but sighed to think of
our shipmates—a Joss which we could not repair,

As the ship was found to have sprung a leak, inces-
sant labor at the pumpa rendered the remaining part
of our passage anytbing but comfortable, With no
other accident, however, we arrived off SwanRiver,
Here we encountered anotber gale, in which we lost
both fore and main-masts, and were left as a floating
wreck. What rendered cur situation peculiarly dis-
tressing, was the want of a spar, to get up a jury-
mast. DPpovideutially, however, favorable weather
followed the gale, which was but a short ome, and,
after drifting about at the merey of the elements for
ten days, we were picked up by the Wallaby, Capt
, and towed into the river.

x* 15




CHAPTER XIX.

Five months in an American whaler—Again at Kiog George’s Sound
—Three months as an afiaché of & surveying party in the bmek-
woods.—Despatehed for supplies.—Lost, famished, tricked by pa-
tives—Regains the settlement.—Delivers despalchen, und declines
the service—Ships in B whaler.—How the whalers whaled tha
whaleg, and the whales whaled the whalera—Returns to the Sound.,
—Four montha in harvest—On a lee-shore.—Wreched. —Denperata
stroggle for, and narrow escape with, life.—Portuguese sailora—
Cnce more in the Sound.—Articles for another whaling cruise.

.

As our cruise was up, we toock our wages, and, as
soon as we could spend them, whigh, of course, wns
no very long while—for Jack never wants for the sort
of friendy who are peculiarly helpful in relieving him
of a little troublesome cash—I went and ehipped in
an American whaler, the Palladium, Capt. . In
five months we returned to the Sound, with only two
hundred and fifty harrels of oil; one hundred and
fifty of right whale, and one hundred of sperm.
Thinking this rather too slow a business, and not hav-
ing engaged for more than the cruise, I left.

Here, meeting with, what appeared to be, a fair
opening for another land-cruise, I entered it, by join-

ing a surveying party, under orders from deputy-gov-
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ernor Franklin., 'When we had been three months
out, our provisioos were so far spent that it became
advisable to send down to the settlement for & fresh
supply. Another man and myself were detailed on
this service. Qur outfit consisted of our blankets,
tomahawks, and two horses, with the quantity of pro-
visions supposed to be ample for the time that our
journey to the settlement was expected to require.
Qur pocket compasses—and they were parts of the
general equipment—enabled us to keep our course,
without difficulty, till, unfobbing one of the instru-
ments, we found the needle nodding to every point in
the horizon, And, to increase our consternation, we,
presently, discovered that the other was dancing to
the same tune. Just before rendering a verdict of
witcheraft, in the premises, we bethought us of the
possible neighborhood of iron ore; when, on exami-
nation, we found ourselves out-flanked to an unknown
extent, by a tract strongly impregnated with that min-
eral. This whole country, as a whole, is highly ferru-
ginous, The reader will, presently, perceive, that
the iron region, here immediately referred to, must
have been very large ; and such, if not more exten-
sive, it will be found, whenever those interior depths
ghall be explored, with which my late captivity made
me acquainted.

In hope of out-travelling the difficulty, we kept on,
as nearly in the direction of the settlement ds we
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could, under the circumstances, till the fifth day;
wheu our stoek of provisions failed, and we began to
suffer fur food. At this juncture, we fell in with a
party of natives, who appeared to be friendly. Hoping
that the language, acquired at so much expense,
would prove available, I addressed them in it, telling
them, that we wanted to goft.o the settlement It was
Greek to the lubbers, and they stared, vacantly, and
ghook their heads. On translating our question inte
the language of sigus, we were made to understand,
through the same medium, that the answer to it could
only be purchased at the expense of our blankets and
tomabawks, Reluctant as we were to make the sac-
rifice, the object appenred to demand, and we made it,
Upen this, our mercenaries accompanied us for a short
distance, till we found ourselves in a thicket of spear-
wood, so tangled that it was with extreme difficulty
we could proceed with our horses. Of course, we
proceeded slowly. Our guides, as guides should do,
walked ahead of us. But, presently, they were out
of sight. We hailed, hut got no answer. The greasy,
and rascally copper-skins were gene, blankets, and
hatchets, and all |

The day was now spent, Benighted, as well as be-
thicketed and betricked, we laid ourselves down, un-
covered and fireless, for the night. The next morning,
with such appliances as we could yet command for
the purpose, we killed one of the homses; and, after
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some time and difficulty in raising a fire, we satisfled
our hunger, roasted as much more of the flesh as we
could couveniently carry, and resumed progress. The
sun was still our only guide; for our compasses re-
mained as useless as ever. While our ' fresh” lasted,
our only suffering was for water; a state of things
which, neither in that respect, nor any other, met with
any alleviation during the next three days.

At the expiration of that time, we entered a tract
of sandy land, and found, to our great joy, that our
compass needles traverzed. Still, as the line of coast,
occupied by the settlement, was quite limited, it was
impossible for us to tell which, of a given number of
direations, would intersect it. Adjusting this poiut,
however, as satisfactorily as possible, we proceeded
three or four hours, when we found ourselves inter-
cepted by a lagoon, some ten miles in circumference,
At least, we hoped that the place, for the delay it was
to occasion us, would afford us water, But the month
was December, which, though early summer in the
southern temperate zone, had left us to the necessity
of digging for water, or doing without it. The for-
mer being the more eligible horn of an uppleasant
dilemma, we sharpened our sticks, and at it we went,
A depth of two feet, brought us what we were fain to
take for water ; though mud is the word that would
have better puited the purpoge of exact description,

On we went. Night came again. We slept, or
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rather essayed to do eo; but in vain, for we were fire-
less, and the copious Australian dew made our teeth
chatter the livelong night. And morning came, and
with it our borse-beel breakfast, The beef was well
enough ; but—accidents will happen—it had become
putrid, and bred—*" what?” Fie! reader; fiel yon
know what, as well as anybody.

This day hrought us the welzome sight of the ocean.
At first we thought it was “ Oyster harbor,” which is
situated ten miles east of King George's Sound; in-
atead of which, after a little observation, we found, to
our great chagrin, that it was Wilson’s.inlet. I had
visited it before, and krew it to be thirty miles east of
the Sound, and that we had to make a circuit of forty
miles to avoid the inlet.

~ Leaving our surviving horse, now completely worn
- out with hardship, we shaped our course eastward,
and, Lefore the ensuing night, hrought to, at the house
of & settler, on the east side of the inlet, whose name
was Craig. The hospitality so very promptly and
“kindly rendered us by this gentleman and his family,
weas not more grateful than it was necessary; for this
was the fifteenth day since we had left our party at
Cugenap.® Mr. C. insisted that we were unfit to pro-
ceed to the settlement; that we must stop with him

* The notes make no other mention of this place. It appears to
have been the head-quarters of the party; but bow situated, with
regard to direction, or distance, from the Sound, we are lefl to infer
from circumstences. The presumplion is pot improhable, that the
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a number of days, after which, as he was going to that
place with a wagon, he would carry us. Acting on
this kind invitation, we arrived at the settlement, in
company with Mr, C, twenty days after commencing
our journey.

On presenting our returns to the commiseary, Mr.
Neal, that gentleman said, that we could have the
gupplies a3 soon as we pleased. To which I replied,
that T was not able, and did not wish to return; sug-
gesting, at the same time, that he had better send as
soon as possible, as the party were much in need of
provisions. To effect this, he was obliged to call on
Mr. Warburton, the military commandant, who de-
spatched the supplies by a-party of soldiers.

In two weeks, when we were tolerably recruited, I
asked the late companion of my land fortunes, who
also, I had forgotten to say, was a brother sal, whether
wo should return to the surveying party, or go back
on shipboard 7 To which he replied, that he chose
rather to find himself on a lec-shore in a gale; and
that, between being caten by the sharks, or the native
dogs of New-Holland, hic had a decided preference for
the formcr, And we shaped our course, accordingly ;
applying for, and receiving our wages of Mr. Phelps,
‘and then shipping in the Garlin, Capt. Day, the only

Bame in question designates the site of a projected rettlenent on soma
river emptying into the ocean on the west coast, and probably much
.nearer the ocesn in that, than io B southern direction.
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craft then in the Sound, that was short of hands, She
was & whaler, ' '
We were scarcely outside of Dald-Head, when we
fell in with n large school of sperm whale. Hauling
up close on the wind, till we were abreast of them,
the captain ordered the mate to back the main-yards,
end clear away the boats. The boats were lowered,
and pulled away; but just before we reached them,
they went down. We hove to, and waited. I wasin
the mate's boat, and they eame up close to us. The
mate told the boat-steerer to stand up and fasten to one
of them. This was no sooner done than the wounded
monster began to flurry at such a rate as to frighten
the rest, and scatter them in all directions. This
hugest of animals, as most readers are aware, moves
in it native element by the perpendicular action of a
horizontal tail, five feet long, by twenty-five in width,
more or less. Consequently, when a boat falls in with
* such a inotion, it is carried up or down, according as
that motion is ascending or descending, at the time.
To return to the hurry scurry, caused by the fright,
aforesaid ; it chanced that one of the headlong cetacea,
found our boat a little in his tail's way; when, what
-does he, but, very unceremoniously, put us out of
it. “In which directiou? TUpward or downward ?”
Upward, reader of mine. The caudal force, at the
moment of contact, was acting in that direction; and
when that force was spent, and we, with ibo frag-
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menta of our boat, bad attained the culminating point,
my judgment was, that we were sprawling one dozen
feet in air. For my part, as compared with a sub-
marine journey, I was pleased with thigshort aerial ex-
cursion, For first; sent off in this direction, we were
almost sure of coming back again, Whereas, started
in the other, we, and especially I—non natant, as the
reader remembers me—could have counted on that
event with far less confidence. And then—hut why
need my choice be justified by referring to the copi-
ous draughts of salt-water grog that had already fallen
to my share, and to the natural aversion growing out
of a surfeit ?

On descending to the water, nothing more was
necessary than for each of ns to avail himself of as
large a picce of the wreck as he could, and "bide hia
time for being picked up. This we paturally expect-
ed from one of the boats, and pretty soon. DBut they
left us to spout, while they were paying pointed atten-
tion to other epouters.  After having been an hour in
the water, we were picked up by the ship.

On gaining the ship, we immediately took a boat
from the begrers, and pulled off to help those who did
not Lelp us. We found them, fast to two whales.
Just before reaching them, however, we heard a blow
to leeward, and before grampus went down, we had
fastened to him. He sounded; but before our line
was out, a dra'g had been bent on to the end of it. e



234 THE AUSTRALIAN CAPTIVE.

rose a mile to windward, and we pulled after, seized
the drag, got it into the boat, and pulled in our line.
Before we could reach him, however, he sounded
again; hut not so deep as before. On his next ap-
pearance, and before he had time to go down again,
8 lanee reached his seat of life. He spouted blood.
By the time he flurried we were five milea from the
ship, and so far windward, that we were obliged to
tow him two hours, before the ship could pick him
up. When “cut in,” which was not till the next
day, he filled ninety-two barrels; while each of the
other two made but thirty.

The rext day, while “trying out,” we saw signa
of more sperm, at & distance of three miles. We
lowered our boats, and took four of them. In short,
in this offshore cruise of four months, we filled five
hundred and fifty barrels of sperm oil.

May, 1842, we returned to the Sound, where, as I
only engaged for the cruise, I received my share of
the oil, and disposed of it to good advnntage. Thirty-
three miles from the Sound, is Two Peoples Bay.
Hearing that a ship was there, short of hands, I went
to the place. It is much frequented by whale ships.
After considerable hesitation, I went on board the
Harvest, Capt Tendleton, of New-London, for the
season, In four months we had only taken four hun-
dred and fifty harrels of right whale; and that, reader,
means nothing better than so much common train oil,
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Nothing else—and that was a sroall exception—hap-
pened, till
Aug. 28th, when it came on to blow & gale. We
were anchored in the bay, end were about trying out
the blubber of & right whale, taken the day before.
The swells rolled in from the sea at such a rate that
we were obliged to let the try-works rest. Riding at
anchor, we were very comfortable through the day,
and felt safe, Toward sun-down, however, the gale
increased, and still we felt secure. But, at about nine
in the evening, our starboard chain parted, and be-
fore the other cable brought the ship's head to the
wind, it parted also. Most of our sails were unbent,
at this crisis, and had it even been otherwise, it would
have been impossible to beat out of the bay in the
teeth of such a wind. It wasnow plain, that the ship
. must go ashore. While drifting to our fate, we passed
within a biscdit's throw of one of two other ships, in
tbe bay at the same time, both of which rode out the
gale in perfect safety. The cne tbat we came 8o very
near carrying with us was a namesake—the bark Har-
vest, of Fair Haven ; the other was the Peruvian, of
the neighboering sea-port of New-London, Conn.

In nearly half an hour after parting cur cables, we
struck the beach. The sea was tremendous. The
ship’s bottom was out of her, aud everything swept
from her decks in an instant. The only chance of
saving the crew, was by getting & line on shore, The
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mate first, and I next, volunteered for that dangercus
gervice; presently, the requisite number, four, was
ready., As soon as it lulled a little, we lowered the
quarter-boat; but before her stern eould be got to the
-surf, a heavy roller struck her, capsized her, and in
that eituation, threw us, beoat and all, high on the
beach. DBut it was not high enough to prevent our
being carried nearly back to the wreck by the refluent
sea, The next surge, however, threw us so far out of
water, that, clutching some portions of the ship'a
wreck, lying still farther out of it, we made good our
landing,

As soon a8 we had fairly regained our senses, we
looked for, and found our boat, which was lying o
few rods from us, bottom side up. She was immedi-
ately righted, and the ship was hailed, to pull her off.
But the wild uproar of the elements drowned our
voioes, Then we signelled by pulling the line which
was attached to the ship; immediately upon which,
we were gratified by finding the boat in motion, She
went to the wreck; we pulled her to the shore;
again she was pulled to the ship, and yet again we
pulled her back to shore. By these means though
she capsized in the time, and met with various mis-
chances, we made her bring away the people of the
ship, till an accidental eollision knocked in her bow,
rendering her useless, On pulling her to the beach,
we looked around in despair, ag to any means of re-



THE AUSTRALIAN CAPTIVE. 9287

lieving the rest of our companiong, till joyfully sur-
prised by finding our atern-boat lying at some distance
on the beach. And on overhauling her, our joy wos
greatly increased when we found her whole, Soon
our lines were bent, and she was plying between the
ship and slore, which she continued to do, ill, at
Jength, we sent her off for the captain and second
mate, the only persons rcmaining on the wreck, On
coming to, for the purpese of taking them in, she had
the misfortune to have a hole knocked in one of her
gides. After pulling her once more to the beach, and
peeing her situation, we were again at our wits’ end.
After casting about some time for the means of re-
pair, I told the mate that my oil-eloth jacket would
stop the hole, if we only had the means of nailing it.
Providentially, the means were in his pocket. The
breach was stopped ; the boat was launched ; but we
found no answering pull, and we were left to the
painful conclusion, that our poor captain and mate
Lad nobly labored to save the lives of others, till too
much spent to lend a hand in saving their own. To
leave them to their fate, was impossible. Three of us
threw oursclves into the boat, and put off; but when
we were alongside the ship, we got nnder her eounter,
capsized, and were so nearly drowned when thrown
upon the beach, that it cost our comrades some little
time and labor to restore us. To be brief with what
remains, the boat, which was better manned for the

-
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next effort, returned with the two officers; so that,
between one and two in the morning, we were all on
the beach, and, thank God! all alive. _

A little circumstance, illustrative of a national pe-
culiarity, may be worth mentioning. Belonging to
the ship's crew were a couple of Portuguese, znahle
to speak a word of English. They had been shipped
at Fayal, one of the western islands. As soon as the
ship struck the beach, and was fairly on her beam-
ends, the two poor fellows clasped the fife-rail, hard
by the main-mast, and began praying right lustily for
help, to Seint Antonio/

That morning the gale abated, We got what we
could from the ship; stripped the rigging from: the
mast; and everything was sold at auction to the Eng-
lish settlers, who came down from King George's. Pro-
ceeding to that place, I entered the whale ship Eliza-
beth, Capt, Eastham, of New-Bedford.



CHAPTER XX

Cupe Rich, on the east oc:n.ut, for suppliea—ails for Australian gulf—
Buceess there—Ths Feges istanda—-Off and on at Rotuma —Trade
with the nativesa—Their friendliness, with other charscteristica—
Ashore on liberty.—Absconds.—In concealed.—Betrayed.—Discov-
erod —Reclaimed —Moral. —Four months in Otaheite.—Otaheits
and the Otaheitans,

SEPTEMBER 8, 1842, As the captain wished a supply
of vegetables, things not to be obtained at this place,
our anchors were shipped, our canvass was given to
the breeze, and we stood away for the eastern coast
of the island, Entering Cape Rich, we took in our
supplies, and then made sail {or our fishing ground in
the Australian gulf. In the fear that a repetition of
details on the subject of this cruise would give my
narrative an overcharge of the fishy odor, I shall only
pay, generally, that our success was equal to our
reasonable wishes. ’

Taking in sail, and heaving to, every night, for our
greater security, while navigating these recfy geas, we
gailed for the eastern islands, with the purpose, for the
present, of trading with the natives, as well as of ob-
taining supplies of water and fresh provisions; the
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Elizabeth, lilke many other whale ships, having brought
out goods for the former of these purposes. It waa
decided to take Otaheite and the Sandwich Islands,
with a few intermediate places, in our way, and then
to complete our cargo on the north-west coast of
America

We sailed by the Fegee islands; the Fegeans, hav-
ing the reputation of being both inhospitable and
treacherous, and most villanous cannibals, withal, we
did not care to make their acquaintance,*

The wind being favorable, we made the little island
of Rotuma, This island is situated in the twelfth de-
gree of south latitude. Being very fertile, it ia also
very populous. All the productions of the most
favored of the South Sea islands abound here. The
day following our arrival, the natives, who seem to be
a harmless people, came off in their canoes, in swarma,
bringing every variety of fancy and useful article,
which their little country afforded. Among the for-
mer, were sea-shells, spears, war-clubs, and, perhaps I
should include, very fine mats, together with cocoa
wood, for canes. The latter, included hogs, oranges,
limes, lemons, pinc-apples, mangroves, yams, with
sweet potatoes, and pumpkins. Of money, they knew
not the use. Two or three hands of tobacco would
purchase four or five dollars worth of shells, and a

#* Aocording to recent intelligence, the king of these jalands has
embraced the gospel. Dec. 1850, -
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ponod of that article would pay for a porker. Cheap
prints are very marketable; any kind of clothing; &
knife ; orevenarusty nail, Indeed, were one of thesa.
people presented the nail in one hand, and asovereign
in the other—I am understating the result of actual .
experiment—he would select the nail, without hesita-
tion ; and a ely wink would say: “Just as if I didn't
know,” '

After the captain bad been on shore to ascertain
what farther chances of trade might he met with, he
returned, remarking, that he should not stop long;
but would give every man liberty to go ashore before
the ship sailed, The first mate’s boat went fimt. Of
course, a3 | belonged to the second mate’s, I was
among those who were ohliged to wait. Soon, how-
ever, Mr, Stevens, the second mate, received leave of
the skipper to take bis hoat and men, and go ashore
“on liberty.”

For some time my mind had been made up to leave
the ship, the first fair opportunity. Io answer to the
anticipated “YWhy?" of the reader, I can only say,
that it arose from no dislike to.the crew, or govern-
ment of the ship. Capt. K. was a worthy man, and,
for aught I know, aa humane as the first officer of a
ship should be. The real causes—for there waa more
than one—were, first, and generally, the fickleness, so
common to young men, which prompts the desire of
frequent change ; and next, and more specifically, the

L 16
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fascinating sights of freedom and happiness among the
people of these lovely islets,

The wished-for-opportunity was presented, and, on
. stepping from the boat, I fully determined to leave,
if ever, by some other opportunity. But alas|

* The best laid schemes o' miee an’ men
Uapg aft aglee”

Meeting a native, I signalled him tbat I wanted a
drink of water ; when, springing into & tree, he brought
down two or three cocoa-nuts, opened the shells, and
banded them to me, one after another, till my thirst
was patinfied. By the way, however, the fellow had
picked up English words enough from the sailors, to
ask me, If T wanted to leave my ship. Upon being
answered in the affirmative, he told me to come along
with him, and that he would stow me away. He led,
and I followed, till we entered and passed a very thick
bush, and firally found ourselves at an old and desert-
ed house. Here, he told me, I must remain, til! he
could go, see the chief, and come again. To my re-
monstrance against being left in such a place, he merely
replied, that there was no danger; and lelt me. Not
having implicit confidence, however, in my new ac-
quaintanee, [ withdrew from the house, and ensconced
myself among the sugar-cane, with whieh the place
was surrounded. This I did, that, if likely to be be-
trayed, my escape would be attended with less diffi-
culty.
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In about two hours, my guide returned, in company
with another native. Ha called, but received no an-
swer. Afler waiting, and reconnoitring, however, till
satisfied that I was not ambushed, I made my appear-
ance, and was introduced to the chiefl Upon this, I
was reconducted to the beach, where, on coming to &
house, my two conductors led me in.

The firat object which engaged my attention, was a
large basket, made of cocoa leaves and the bark of tha
banana. It was full of provisions, and suspended over-
head, in the middle of the house. By means of a
‘pully, over which the suspending rope passed, it was
raised or lowered, as occasion required. Besidea
baked swine’s flesh, it contained baked yams, bananas,
and a root called ofela, resembling our potato, The
baking process is very nkatly done, in the following
manner. W hatever is to be cooked in that way, is
first deposited in a cocoa leaf basket. The basket ig
then deposited in a hole, dug in the ground, for the
purpose, and covered over with banapa leaves. On
these, they place hot stones, prepared for the purpose,
and then cover the whole with earth, in which state it
is left till the confined lhent has done its work, Thua
prepared, the edibles, either hot or cold, are laid on
wooden plates of their own manufacture, and these, on
a clean mat, spread out in the middle of the floor,
around which the guests gather, and every man helps
himself, Being invited, I took my seat in such a fea-
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tive circle, and, bating the absence of salt, or other
peasoning, made a very comfortable repast.

Dinner over, my new friends informed me, that I
could not safely remain where I was, the ship being
in plain sight, as also the boats in plying between the
former and the shore. .Accordingly, I was conducted
to another house, in a more retired part of the town.
Here there was a large pile of mats, and I was told
that, if covered np in them, none would be ahle to
find me. After some hesitetior, I consented, and wes
80 closely packed away, as to bring on a speedy and
most beautiful perspiration. But, without exaggera-
tion, the heat, together with the want of respirable
air, was intolerable, and I bolted, though strongly
urged by my benevolent wardens to remain passive,
I had been seated a few mofuents when a posse of na-
tives came up, and halted outside of the house. On
looking through a low crevice, I saw, among several
pairs of naked legs, one that was, unmistakably, trou-
sered. Looking again, and listening withal, I heard
one of tho natives say—* There /" and saw bim point
to the door. The trousers entered, and—just as I
feared—the skipper was in them, and he was armed
with a musket. To his question, whether I did not
want to return on shipboard, I answered, “No;” and
added, that I did not intend to do it. He rejoined,
that he had none too many hands, and that I would
have to go, My final answer was, point hlank, “I
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will do no such thing.” On his part, the negotiation
ended with—*“There car be no use in your cutting up
any capers, All the law there is in the island, is in
my own hands,” As he said this, the *“law” to which
he referred as being in his " own hands” was very
closely applied to my case, indeed ; n case which I was
not exactly willing to have opened just then. To
quash so dangerous a proceeding—but I must drop
the legal allusions to tell how it was done—I dashed
aside the muzzle of the musket, and grappled the
skipper. Well was it for him, and perhaps for both
of us, that his native assistants were on hand in goodly
numbers. They seized me, carried me down to the
boat, and threw me in ; the captain ordering the men
10 lie off at some distance till he shonld be ready to
go off to the ship. Then, discharging the musket, he
gave it to the natives, telling them that it would pay
them for their trouhle. In fact, they deserved good
pay, and there is little doubt that the rogues expected
it from the very first. Enticing a sailor to leave ship;
concealing him; then giving information, and aiding
ic the capture and recovery of the runaway, is, prob-
ably, one of the oldest and most profitahle games
known to these shrewd people; and the remark is
more or leas applicable to all the inbahitants of these
bland and happy islands. I was duped, hoaxed, hum-
bugged, in their most fashionahle style, *1I will stow
youaway!” Umph! Buta trucs to all non-compla-
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cent recollections. The skipper soon returned, and
was taken into the boat, when wa all returned on
board the ship; the boat was hoisted up, the yards
were braced forward, and that very night we steod cut
to Ben. .

As I was clearly in the wrong, in the whole of this
island affair, it is but too obvious that the recital can
procure me no sympathy from the intelligent and up-
right reader. It iz matter of just regret to the writer,
that the morel of this adventure, as well as that of
several others, related, and to be related, is pot less
exceptionable. He offers, however, this compensating
obeervation—or rather, that P'rovidence offers it, who
rules over the affuirs of men—that wheuever he ia
found astray from the path of rectitude, he is not only
not a gainer by it, but a Joser and sufferer. And so,
on the whole, it ever must be, till moral order ia re-
versed, and the fruit of the forbidden tree is life, in-
stead of death,

Passing the Marquesas Islands, then under the pro-
tection of the French government, we rode into the
most beautiful harbor of that most beautiful island of
all islands, Otaheite, the gem of the South Pacifia.
The harbor, excepting a passage barely wide enough
for a single ship, is completely shut in from the ocean
by & bold coral reef. Once in, vessels are safe, and
can ride at anchor, or, such is the boldness of the
<br e, haul np, and make fast to the cocoa-nut, or other
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trees. Thus commodious for shipping, affording ex- -
cellent water, and. abounding in all the vegetable Iux-
uries of a tropical climate, it is highly desirable, and
mnch frequented for refitting and recruiting purposes,
by all who use these seas. Its surpassing fruitfulness
denominates it The garden of the South Sea Islands;
and well does it deserve that enviable distinction.
Field, or garden culture, is very little practised, and
what there is, is almast exclusively in the hands of
foreign residents. When, therefore, I say that thera
is scarcely a rod of this island not yielding fruit, the
reader will understand me es referring mainly to the
indigenous productions of the country, as the bread-
fruit, banana, cocona, with many others. I have seen
the ground so nearly covered with these and the other
varieties of fruit, and that toc on the very margin of
the harbor, and in other situations where it was most
exposed, that it was all but literally impossible to
avoid treading on it. 'We lay here four months,

The custom of making friends, among the Otahei-
tans, is perhaps the best illustration with which the
reader can be furnished, of the amiable simplicity of
character by which they are distinguished.

"When a ship comes into harhor, and before she is
fairly anchored, the native canoes are dancing around
her on every wave. Suppose yourself among the
new-comers, and that the eager islanders are permitted
to come aboard. You are accosted with: “ You my
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frenny me, me my frenny gou.” This, you perceive,
i8 a proposition that, if you will be a friend to him,
he will be a friend to you. If you asseat to this offer,
yon find yourself immediately presented with a baskes
of fruit, by way of ratifyiug the engagement. From
that moment till you leave the island, he espouses your
interests with all the cordiality of a true attachment,
Every morning, about eight o'clock, you are sure to
gee him alongside, with, most generally, s basket of
fruit, and a bottle of lime juice; and he expects you
to visit his house, and to share every accommodation
it can afford. In a word, he supplies you with every-
thing you want. Of course, he cxpects, before you
leave, that you will remunerate him. If you are an
officer, he will probably think you ought to give him
a ruffled shirt, or a coat; or, perhaps, beth. Buy if
you belong to the forecastle, be appreciates the bestow-
ment of a cotton shirt, or a pair of deck trousers, and
he leaves you satisfied, and even thaukf{ul.

Like many of the Pacific and Indian islands, Ota-
heite has received the gospel. Indeed, she was among
the first who were visited by it8 benign influence, It
is deeply to be deplored that, from the greater activity
of secular enterprise, the vices of Christendom usually
out-travel its viriues, and are the first to strike root
and bear fruit in heathen countries. At best, if the
latter are ever heforeband, the former are sure to fol-
low in tbeir train, So that, while some are regenerate
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by the one, others degenerate under the easily propa-
gated influence of the other, But the pgreatest obsta-
cle to the elevation of these races, is their canstitu-
tional indolence. Their physical wants being but few,
and simple ; the elimate superseding the necessity of
clothing, and all they need for food springing sponta-
neously from the soil, it seems unreasonable to expect
that they should ever rise above the very lowest grede
of civilization, or that they should cultivate any of
the virtues, except such as are consistent with the
most fixed habits of disinclination to active and long-
sustained effort. At all events, if any nation within
the tropics shall ever rise to a higher destiny, it will
be ab occurrence unknown, as yet, to the history of
our race. Reasoning from analogous cases, the pre-
sumption ig, that, in the lapse of time, these island
communities will be amalgamated with offshoots of the
hardier and more enterprising nations of the Cauca-
glan type. If such be the inevitable tendency of
events, under the operation of the fixed laws of Hea-
ven, Christianity will save these imbecile people, not
by preserving, but by destroying their nationality.

L&



CHAPTER XXI

Olaheite, and the Otaheitans, continued ; wherein is contained an ac-
count of the author’s twofold captivity, by the captivatiog islanders;
s, first, how he ran away, because he was captivated ; and, secondly,
how he was captivated becausa he had run away—the Iatter branch
of the subject being unfulded o the reader in varicae captivating
details, which end the chapler.

NoOTwWITHSTANDING the recent maladventure among
the Rotumese, all the incentives of it were still exist-
ing, and in active operation. To which was added, in
the way of natural consequence, the desire of resto-
ring myself to my own, rather large, sense of self-
complacency, and, at the sanle time, to vindicate my-
gelf from the dishonor I was under, in the estimation
of others, from that ill-managed enterprise. And
then——it may as well be honestly confessed, for the
reader will more than half suspect me of it, at any
rate-—that I was not totally insensible to the attrac-
tions of this island-paradise. In a word, I was faily
captivated. 'The upshot was, that, from the moment
this scene of enchantment first broke upon my sight, I
was decided to add another to the number of its free
and happy inhabitants, at the earliest oppertunity.
Thiz, however, did not occur till two daya before
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the ship was to leave port. On the occasion, here
referred to, being ashore on liberty, with a couple
of my shipmates, we agreed on 2 atroll up into the
eountry, to a place which I must phonographize,
as Zownore. In many other cases indeed, as well as
in thig, I am left to the necessity of writing foreign
names, phonetically—d, e, according to the real “Anglo
Sacsun” of things. Should the reader ever visit the
place, hé will find it at the distance of one and a half
miles from Barkadas,® the town before which the good
ship Elizabeth was now lying at anchor.

Here, deeming that the proper moment for effect-
ing my cherished purpose had arrived, I invented a
pretext for leaving my cororades for a few moments,
which I had no sooner effected, than I struck for the
back part of the island. When the reader perceives,
as he goon will, that this wes the day of the Otahei-
tan Sahbath, be ig to conclude neither favorably nor
unfavorahly in regard to our seafaring morality. The
fact is, that the reckoning of time in the island,
places their Sunday a day too soon, according to ours,
And it comes from this: that, ipstead of reaching the
place by way of Cape Horn, as our ship did, the mia-
gionaries, whose computation of time waa paturally
adopted by their converts, came to the island by way
of Cape Good Hope.t Pursuing my upland path

* « Papdta"—MeOulloch.
t “In consequencs of the early missionaries having resched thia
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three or four miles, it led me to a native place of wor-
ghip. _As it had the appearance of countaining an as-
sembly, I went to the door. It was sermon time.
Satisfied, by listening a moment, that the discourse,
which was in the vernacular of the audience, eould
rinister nothing of special utility to me, Isilently with-
drew. As I was doing this, however, an undevout
outsider aecosted me in broken English, asking where I
wad going. My reply, which was evasive, contained
sorething about returning to my ship; and it hardly
need be said that my disappearance was in that direc-
tion. DBut then, as soon as the church was fairly lost
pight of, I left the road, and resumed the ascent of the
shaded slope leading to the top of the island.

In explanation of the sudden ¢change of seene, about
to be introduced, the reader will natnrally infer that
my comrades, on missing me, returned to the beach,
and, the skipper heing there, reported my disappear-

place by way of the Cape of Good Hope, they were a day befora us in
their time. We were, therefore, yeatorday—Saturday, by our reckon-
irg, and Sunday by theira—presented with a mest etriking proof of
the alteration in their habita sivee the tiine of Wallace and Cook
Not a cance was eeen afloat; but the people ¢leauly dressed, and the
women with bonnete, after the European fashion, were observed re-
turning from divine service, with their psalm books under their armas,
and proceeding quietiy t¢ their homes, after stopping on their way to
gaze at the English man-of-war, which thev bad so long expected
But this morning brought o cur view quite a different scene.  All was
bustle The ehip was surrounded with ecances, filled with fruit, &o,
and the men were not a little estonighed and hort, when repulsed in
the attempt to come on board, in the droves that offered —MS. Jour
nal of o Voyage of Discovery.”
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* ance. He will naturally infer, also, that that gentle-
man, with his knowledge of something a little like
" errantry in the habits of she absentee, had enlisted the
male nativea in my recapture, by the offer of a suffi-
ciently stimulating reward. These preliminaries are
due, no less to my amiable island friends, as excuas-
tory of the part they are about to act, than to myself,
for not acting my own part any better, afier having
‘been on the stage before in the same character. The
fact is, reader, though I waa very slow in coming to
the knowledge of it, that successful desertion, from
any branch of sea service, among these islands, is
next to impossible. The skippers' longer purse always
enables him to render it an object with the native pop-
ulation to make common cause ngainst all interlopers.
Having left the native church, in the way already
" noted, I was climbing the acclivity of the mountain
landscape, full of the hright dreams which the pros-
peet of life in this enchanted island was so well calcu-
lated to ipspire, when, all at once--it was sudden as
the bolt of fate—1I first mcasured my full length on
the ground, and was then dragged down hill, tli T
landed in the road. Without knowing kow, any more -
than why, I found mysell in the hand#of four sturdy
Otaheitans. Nearly as soon as the road errested the
down-hill tumble, I was once more on my feet, and
one of my fine fellows was on his beam-ends. The
test would have followed in quick succession, but for
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the conclusion they appeared to have come to, that -
driving, rather than leading, would be the safer modus
operandum. One of them went shead; the rest
brought up the rear. Before being able to settle upon
any plan of freeing myself from my escort, we were
nearing a large house, The van leader entered, the
main procegsion, in the mean time, continuing to de-
scend the road till, on entering a hridge which led
ovet o brook, I saw & heavy stick beneath me on the
ground, and near the side of the stream. Leaping
from the bridge and taking it in my hand, I told my
pursuers, with a significant flourish of the crab-stick
to enforce it, to lreep at a due distance, or——, At thia
moment hewwho had entered the house, reappeared,
advancing upon me with a quick step, hringing with
him a carpenter's adze, together with somse ten fath-
oms of Tope.

‘When within ten yards, he ordered me to stop;
notwithstanding which, I continued my retreat, still
keeping my face to the foe, all of whom, save the one
with the adze, were aymed with bludgeons. Satiafied,
by my hearing, that capitulation was out of the ques-

- tion, they now charged, and the adze missed my head
by about two imches. Plainly enough, the affair was
to end in no child’s play. My shellala anticipated the
next siroke from my most dangerous assailant, and
hia calabash rattled like a mise's hag of biscuit. He
reeled and fell. This took them all aback, and they
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" were only prepared to renew the onset when reinforced
by a couple of men from a neighboring house. Not
counting the wounded, there wete now five of them,
and all armed; and so thick were the cudgels thet
hung over my head, that, finding I could not raise
mine, to hit ancther cranium, I made it tell upon a
patr of shins, The consequence was a sudden bow,
which reacbed the ground. But my part in the game
of sticks was now up. The undisabled four were ail upon
me at once. Indeed, from the moment my stick became
nseless, the contest was as good as ended ; for, though
aratber hard fist lell fast and beavy, clubs were barder,
and fell faster. But even the power of pommelling
them was soon taken away, by these loving friefda of
mine ; for as my arm was raised to repay the heavy
debt I owed them, it was suddenly arrested. They
had come upon me from behind, and, in & trice, my
arms were pinioned. True, the struggle was desper-
ate ; but even the tiger gnashes and writhes in vain,
when once fairly entangled with the boa-conatrictor.
More lucklesa than the hero of * Sampson Agonistes,”
I could not eay : ‘

“My heel is fottered, but my At is free;”

{or, however free the former, the latter was power- <
less, alike, for good or evil.

To heighten the interest of the scene, the hero of
the long rope, who had been left astern on his beam-
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ends, mow righted ship, and came up, muttering and
staggering, and rubbing the sore place on his head.
But he had pot forgotten the rope. This enabled my
captors, by belaying my two hands behind me with
one end, to tow me wherever they pleased with the
other. When they had walked me on our back track,
a short distance, a sense of the indignity of my posi-
tion rose to such a pitch, that I could not resist the
temptation to try the effect of my right boot on the
atern-post of him who was leading me by one end of
the towline, while I was ignominiously following at
the other. The distance that parted us varied from
eighteen to twenty-four feet, az the rope was slack or
otherwise.—A ses-boot, by the way, and that, reader,
wea the style of boot in question, i3 not exactly an
imponderable, nor, consequently, an altogether bootless
affair.——Tts sudden and rather forcible application, aid-
ed the effect of a natural surprise, so that the fellow
went ahead in the world, at least gix feet, before he
knew it, and then he wondered some time, as o what
it was that sent him. It became probahble, however,
that by some means the boot got into his philosophy of
the case; for he took smart care to keep it at such a
safe distance, that I could hardly *bid him the time
of day,” till we brought to, at the house which had
kindly furnished the rope.

Into this, I was pushed and pulled, and when in,
was made fasi to the centrnl post, by which the roof
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was gustained. After keeping me here an hour, they
east me Zéo.se, ordering me to walk across the road to &
emall houee standing hard by the sea-shore. As zoon
es I was unfastened, they began to knock and kick
me about, in & manner so unprisoner-like, that 1 war
compelled to use the whole pair of sea-boots to con
vince them that, if they would play at that sort of game,
they could not have it all to themselves, any how. This
demonatration induced a change of parpose, in favor
of remanding me to the centre-post of my recent quar-
tera. This they did insuch s way as left me no
power of moving,apither hend or foot, and with auch
o force of ligature as stopped the circulation in all my
limbs, especially in my arms, ceusing e sensation aa if
a hundred pounds’ weight were suspended by each of
my fingers, It wasin vain that I implored them to
ease awaey upon the rope. The cente-post could have
been as easily propitiated. At this crisis, a native en-
tered who belonged to the queen’s army, then lying at
the back side of the island. To him, I offered a quar-
ter of a dollar if he would slack the rope, which, alter
talking to the rest a while in their common language,
he did, to my unspeakahle relief. Soon afer this, the
rope was once more unbent fror the post, and I wes drag-
ged with great violence, toward the place of my former
destination. Seeing a party of while men coming upthe
road, at & distance, my loving atiendants, fearing &
rescus, wers in the a0t of throwing me over the fenee,
\7
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in order to the greater security of the interest they had
in me. This attempt, however, was prevented by the
coming up of the party. My first impression of them
was, that they were man-of-war's men; buta nearer ob-
servation showed them to be gun-room stewards, cap-
tain’s clerk, purser, and others of that sort of gentry,
from whom a common sailor can expect but precions
Little sympathy.

Telling them who I was, and the name of my ship,
I asked them to help me out of a bad scrape. They
wished to know if I desired them to accompany me to
my ship. Of course, I answered affirmatively. And
then it was that I once more reskoned without my
host ; for, feeling certain that I was on the point of
parting with my dear native friends, it appeared no
more than fair, that they should be settled with for all
the trouble they had given themselves on my accouns;
and Bo, without any more words on the subject, I
“pitched into them, right and left.” TUpon this, what
‘did those half-salt chaps do, seeing that I was not quite
ready to accept of their protection, but take them-
selves off, leaving me to finish my adventure in my
own way. The lubbers! I was now in a worse box
than ever; for, a3 soon as the fear of a rescue was
over—I was too busy at the moment to notice it my-
self-—they began to pull away upon the rope. The
reader, probably enough, thinka that it would have
‘been wise lo postpons this thrashing operation till I
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had been fairly loose, Butwho can think of so many
things at once? 'This time the towline pulled in the
backward direction of the calaboose. Thither, when,
they had dragged me, and in a style which was plﬁin-
ly meant to offset against the thrashing account, they
tied me, for the third time, to the perpendicular fix-
ture, afore-described, where I was kept for the rest of
the day. At night, I was permitted to lie down, my
bands being fastened to the post. Then, fixing a large
bamboo stick in the ground, they placed & cocoa-nut
ghell filled with oil, having & wick in it, hy way of lamp,
on the top of it. . It only remained that they should
divide the night _;nto watches; and, to render them
effective, they were armed with a conple of muskets
obtained, in the way of trade, with foreign ships.

In the morning a native came in, who had the use
of a Little English. I told him that I wanted to see
the American consul. After communicating with the
rest, one of them said he would go and see that officer,
and left for that purpose ; though he did not return
till nearly noon. In all this time, there was not of-
fered me a mouthful of food. The measenger reported
the consul as saying, that he knew nothing ahout me: .
that they muat bring me down to town, when he would
be able to tell wbat ship I belonged to. Whereupon,
without loss of time, the towline was stretched in the
townward direction. In about two miles, we were
met by a gentleman on horseback, who proved to be
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that gentleman himself. As he wax sbout fo pasy I
venturcd to say, that I wished to speak with him ;
mpon which he stopped. I then maid: “I belong to
the ship Elizabeth, of New Bedford, I eame ashore
yeaterday on liberty, and in two hours was taken up
by the natives, on suspicion of having run awsy from
my ship.” The worthy gentleman replied, that he
was going round to the backside of the island, and
eould not spend time to talk with me then. Baut, after
speaking a few words with my attendanta in their lan-
guage, he added : * I have told them to take you back
to the place from which tbey brought you, and to
fetoh you 10 my house to-morrow.-: I am in a harry,
and have not time to see about it to-day.” So say-
ing, he gave his horse the spur, and left me to my na-
tive friends, and my native reflectiona.

With some exeeptions, a common gailor may es well
“ whistle to a milestone,” as talk 10 a consul. He
never has time to attend to Aim.  But let a captain go
ashore with & barrel of beef or pork, or even a good
amoked ham or two, and that ageat is always at
leisure, and is all attention to the slightest wish of bis
nautical friend. All this comes of money, or the want
of it.

My attendants immediately countermarched me, till
the consul was out of sight, when they suddenly put
about, and with a rap of one of their aticks, and other
aigns, manual and oral, msde me understand that thew
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was the way to my ship. On arriving at the beach
—and there were more than fifty aborigines about me
by that time—they brougbt ma to the house where
Capt. Eastham was stopping. Sending them on with
me to the boat, the captain followed, and, with me
and my original captors, went off to the abip, Ten
doilars, paid these precious fellows, left them, I dare
8ay, very well satiafied ; though, considering numbers,
time, and divers little itema of tribulation in the
premises, as the reader has seen, I must say, as an
impartial umpire, that it was none too much.

The skipper returned on shore. The ship, with
orders to gtand off and on for three days, got under
weigh, and I was left in irons for that Jength of time,
that I might mature my caplivating {ancies on the
capuvating charms of a charming life among the
captivating inhabitanta of the charming little island
of Otaheite,



CHAPTER XXIL

Touches st the Sandwich Istands.—Their voleanic origin——S0il and
climate —3pontaeous productiona—General etata of cultivation,
—Hawgii and ita flre-crowned mountain,—Osbu with ita capital
and roysl city.—The islands indebted, for their rescue from aaveg-

- ism, to the gospel.—Their progresa in civilizetion and the arta—
Cruise on the N.W, copst.—Success there—The two unfortunate
shipe—Return to the Sandwich groep—Cruise off New Zealsnd—
Doubling the Horn—Touches at Tristran da Cunha for water.—
Notice of the place~—~Qaarrel between Lhe caplain and mate.—
Bails for Brazil —Stops at Trinidede.—Enters the harbor of Bahia
—38ale of eavgo.—Tranships to & Brazilian man-of-war.—Regula-
tiona of Brarilico and Argenline navel service.—Iocidents of u six
months’ service
It was on the third day of my painful separation

from this gem of an island—and I was prepared to

testify that its inhabitants had very “ taking ways;”
that they had very forcibly ¢mpressed me in their fa-
vor, and that I was 8o loaded by the obligations they
had laid me under, and bore 8o many marks of their
ovarpowering regard, that I was unfit for duty, and
could hardly rest day or night—it was on, that day,
that our good ship, standing in shore, sent off the cap-
tain's gig, which brought that important fanctionary
to his more immediate post of daty on our quarter-

deck. This, as will naturally be concluded, was an
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event not altogether unwelcome to me, as it elosed
the period of that disability under which I had been
laboring from the operation of causes now safficiently
familiar to the reader. En route for the north-west
coast of America,

May 1, 1843, we arrived at the Sandwich Islands,
where we lay fourteen daya. This length of time,
with another, much more considerable, on our return,
afforded opportunity for a few observations, which
will be thrown togetber in this place.

These islands are ten in number ; and, like the Mar.
quesas, are supposed to be of voleanic origin.* They
lie within the tropic of Cancer, about one third of the
distance from the weatern shore of America to the
eastern coast of China. Thus situated, in reference to
the equator; the larger, rising into lofty mountains,
and all surrounded hy the ecean; they enjoy a cli-
mate as salubrious and egreeable as their soil is fer-
tile, The bread-fruit, the cocoa-nut, the orange, and
other fruits, together with the taro, and many other
edible roots, are produced in great abundance, and
gome of them entirely without caltivation, As dis-
tinguished from other kindred branches of rural in-
dustry, agriculture is hardly known among these
rich and beautiful islands.t And so abundant are
the spontaneous productions of the soil, that it can
hardly ever be expected to yield a native population

* Bea Appendix C t See Appendix D.
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distinguished for enterprise, in that, or, indeed, in any
direction. Hawaii is tbe largest of the group, and
is crowned with a mountain—Mouna Roa—which rises
18,000 foet ahove the level of the ocean; while Ki-
raues invests it with a grandeur more than equal to
its queenly dignity. Oabu, however, is the island, and
Honolulu—otherwise, Honorura—the city, of the royal
residence. This island, while the whole group ia sup-
posed to have a population of 140,000, contains, by
approximation, 20,000, and the capital 7,000. Oahu
is the most romantie, and is thought to be the most
fertile of any of the group. It is 48 miles in length,
and about 23 miles broad. Its appearance, from the
gea, i3 remarkably picturesque. A chain of lofty
mountaing rises near the centre of the eastern part of
the island, and extends nearly twenty miles.® It has
& good harbor; is already inhabited by many foreign-
ers, chiefly Americans and English, who bave estab-
lished themselves bere for purposes of trade; while,
at the same time, the place is the resort of the numer-
ous whale ships in this part of the Pacific.

To estimate the value of the changes in the social
and moral condition of these islanders, consequent on
Christian influence, one should be definitely advised
a3 to their previous actual state. e should have
scen them, as Cook saw them, living in voluptaous
idleness ; in promiscuons debauchery; in the prae-

* Bailors’ Maguxine,



TAR AUSTRALIAN CAPTIVR 285

ticea of caunibaliam and infanticide ; ignorant of God
as the beasts that perisb. And then, before denoun-
cing as insignificant the changes in question, he should
have counted their cost—the severe, patient, long-oon-
tinued labor, by which the habits of such a peopls
must have been eradicated, and a taste for industry,
apd the arts and usages of civilized life implanted in
theirstead. Then let him look into the native schools;
introduce him to the domestioc circle, and especially at
the moment when the Hawaian Gazette arrives, moist
from the press; let him mark the quietneas of one of
their rural Sahbaths; follow the cleanly groups of
glad-hearted parents and children to the secluded
chorch ; listen to their hymns; ses them bowed in
prayer, or, with eyes beaming intelligence, catchiug
the aocents of the word of life, Let him, I say, do
all this, and then, if he have the heart to do it, pro-
nounce the Christianity and civilization of these ialanda
& failure. For more ample information om these saob-
jects, however, the reader musat look beyond the lim.
its of these pages.

Havicg now recruited ship, we made eail for the
N.W. coast, where, in four months, we only took six
hundred barrels of right whale, while other ships, on
the same ground, and in the same time, took three
thousand, and over. While here, we spoke a ship
from Newport, which had loat her captain and & boat’s

N
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crew ; and & French ship, which had lost three boats’
crews.

But the season was up, and being warned away
from these high latitudes by the premonitory blasta
of an arctic winter, we headed once more for the Sand-
wich group; where, after remaining a month, we re-
croased the equator, cruised on the coast of New Zea-
laod four months, and then sailed round the Horn.

Being short of water, we hove to, off one of the
#Nightingale Isles,” named—probably by ita Portu-
puese discoverers— Trisiran da Canka.* The agricul-
tural enterprise and thrift of the little English settle-
ment on this island, enasble them to supply the ships
which stop, a8 many do, for the purpose, with most
of the vegetables, including a superior quality of po-
tatoes, as well as variouz other things, which are
needed. But, as already intimated, our Jeading ob-
Jject was water.

The landing-place, which was naturally poor, is
rendered much worse by an almost constantly heavy
surf. We bhad landed seven pipes, and filled them
with water of a most delicious quality, which gushes
from the rocks hard hy the landing, when, the wind
gpringing up, in the mean time, the captain, who was
on shore, sent the boat off to the ship, with orders to
keep a sharp lookout for his signal, which was to de-
note the earliest opportunity of getting off the water;

* For a highly interestiog note on this island, aes Appendix E
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upon which the boat was to return, and bring it and
him aboard ship. Now, while the land is fruitful, as
we have seen, the adjacent waters are prolific of the
most delightful fish. It fell out, in consequence, that
the mate, thinking more of a nice chowder than of the
skipper’s signal, took a boat's crew and put off for the
wherewnthal, As for the signal aforesaid, it had been
fiying so long before he saw it and got to shore, that
the skipper was brimful of wrath, The way he swore
and called names was awful. At length the subaltern
so fer forgot his propriety, that, without the shadow
of a license from his superior, he swore and called
names hy way of retaliation, and ended with a wish—
the exact words in which such things are done are
considered out of place in a book ; but the substance
of the wish was, that skipper and ship were both iu a
very uncownfortable place. Now, the reader must be
gensible, that, in all well-regulated ships, from a
whaler to a man-of-wer, the right of personal invec-
" tive, as between a superior and his pubordinates, is &
regular monopoly in the hands of the former. Such
an outrage on his dearest rights deserved the most
surnmary punishment on the spot, and would have
met it, had not the perpetrator eluded a heavy blow,
aimed at his unmannerly caput, by the outraged and
outrageous akipper., The hreach was now past heal-
ing. Indeed, the fact was, that things had been com-
ing to thiz complexion for some time, and if forecastle
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goasip told true, the two had not pulled well together
from the very time of leaving New-Bedford. The
mate—thia appellation being always used, by way of
eminence, for the first-mate—the mate was sent off to
the ship, as a prisoner, in costody of the third-matae,
with orders to the second-mate, then on board the
ship, to take the cormmand till the captain’s arrival

After we got on board, however, the deposed officer
called all hands aft, on to the quarter-deck ; stated his
griovance, and told them, that they were not men, if
they would do another handsturr of work, before they
saw him put to his duty. But, poor fellow! it was
all day with him ;" for, except in his own boat's crew,
he waa not exactly popular among the men, Had
the second-mate been in his place, I believe there waa
mot & man on board that would not have stood by him
to the last shot in ¢he locker, Asit was, though none
of the men wera precisely indifferent, none felt quite
willing to hazard a mutiny in hia favor; a result
which the captain shortly provoked by earrying his
resentment beyond all just limits,

‘When the excited skipper came aboard, and found
the ci-devant still walking the quarter-deck, he ordered
him to walk forward, and never show himself there
agsin, as Jong as he remainéd in the sbip. This was,
probably, right enough, and at any rate, it was Jook-
ed for, as a thing of course, and the degraded officer
weat forward into the waist, and seated himself on the
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top of the bulwarks. This latter act baving been
noticed by the excited skipper, he came forward, firet
venting the most violent abuse, and finally striking
the object of his passion in such a way, as all butsent
him overboard. The ex-mate’s boat-steerer, who was
not far off, and saw the ountrage, dashed between the
parties, and grappled the captain. This, with the
interference of tbe second-mate, was the signal of a
seone of disorder which must scon have ended in an
open mutiny, hed not the skipper seen that he waa
getting on to a lee-shore, and showed himself willing
to get off without as great a loaa of authority, as he
had already suffered in point of digrity.

To conciliete us all, we were called to the quarter-
deck, soon after thia emeufe, and asked, whother we
wished to cruise off shore till we had got 400 barrels
more of right whale, or whether we had better pro- -
ceed to the coast of Brazil, and see if we could find 8
market for what we already had. 'We declared unan-
. imously for the Brazils.  So leaving Tristran, water-
pipes and all, we stood away that very night, crowd-
ing all sail for the cosst. The want of water induced
us to stop at the island of Trinidads—not the West
Indien Trinided—but lying off the coast of Braxzil.
Ouar search for water was fruitiess; for, save a stinted
growth of wood, the island is bare of everything.
With & few boat-loads of the lamer, we returned to the
ship, and continued our course till we guined the an-
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cient harbor of San Salvador, now Bahia, in about the
twelflth degree of south latitude. Here we quenched
our thirst, and sold our ecargo. And here, too, a fair
opportunity offering, I quitted the Elizabeth, and
-identified my fortunes, for six months, with & Brazilian
man-of-war—the Casaadore.

Before noticing the few events—and they are but a
few-—connected with this short period of my history,
it seema proper, with the reader's good leave, to refer,
briefly, to Brazilian matters generally, and to the state
of the naval war-service, in particular,

It will, of course, be recollected, that ell the Ameri-
can colonies of Spain and Portugal, taking advantage
of the domestic troubles of the parent States near the
commencement of the present century, revolted, and
succeeded in effecting their independence. Thess
countries are now divided into a great number of
separate, and ill-governed repuhlics, with the excep-
tion of Brazil, which is a monarchy, whose chief wears
the title of Emperor. It must be equally known, that
these states, nearly ever since they became independ-
ent, on one pretext and another, have been engrged
in mutual wars, This is, especially, true of the Em-
pire of Brazil, on the one hand, and her jealous and
powerful neighbor, the Argeéntine Republic on the
other. At the period now referred to, hostilities were
in a state of great activity, and carried on with a ran-
cor totally unworthy of civilized and Christian nationa.
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Of this, however, the reader will find more in another
place.

The regulations of their naval service differ from
thoss of the British and American, chiefly in the
greater frequency and severity of punishment. For
instance—and I name it, because it belongs to s class
of cases incomparably larger than any other—a man
is aloft furling or unfurling sail, or exercising the top-
gallant mast or yard, and does something wrong: he
15 callted down; takes a hundred lashes, while the
other men remain aloft, and is then sent back to finish
his work. The hundred, however, i3 the minmtmum
for that clasa of offences. I have seen a case of that
kind—followed by three hundred, and confinement
in double irops. Dut as there is likely to be oocasion
for renewing this suhject, in connection with some
future service in the Buenos Ayrean navy, I drop it
for the present, to remark, in a word, on the kindred
suhject of rations,

Of meat, the per diem allowance is half a pounnd.
Of bread, 2 half pound goes to each meal; to which,
with the meat, there is added, in the morning, a half-
pint of coffee. Dinner, beside the allowance of bread
and meat, is attended with a poor soup, mode of the
water in which the meat bas been boiled. And, to
finish the daily fare, the second apd third meals are
accompanied by a stew, of a black kind of bean, made
pulatable by a seagoning of aweet oil. And then there
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is the grog; a glass at 11 A.M; another at 12 w,, and
the third at sundown. The application of these
stimuli to the stomach, is just es unfailing as that of the
bamboo to the back, in default of the veriest punctilio
in handling the ropes and canvass of the ship-—1I say
damboo, in this place, having omitted it in its more
fitting connection—for, instead of honorably flogging
a fellow with the cat, as if he were a man, they outrage
his self-respect, by caning him, as if he were a dog.

These gereral remarks, applying, as they do, to the
Brazilian and Buenos A yrean naval service, indifferent-
ly, will have their use when the subject of this narra-
tive is found acting, as, after a little interlude, he will
be, in connection with the naval operations of the
belligerent republicans. In the mean-time, the matters
relating to his present position will be despatched in
the two ensuing paragraphs, with which it is intended
ta close this chapter, ‘

After lying five weeks at the island of Fernando,
on the northern corst of the empire, for the purpose
of protecting the interests of our commerce in those
perts, we returned to Pernambuco. On our arrival,
we received orders to proceed immediately to Bahia;
and, accordingly, got under weigh for that place the
same night, On making that point, the Deucalion, the
commodore’s ship, made a signal for our commander
to come on board.

Belonging to the captain’s gig, I was u witness of
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what passed between the two officers. It appears that
the commodore had received oertain complaints against
the captain. At all events, there was hard talk be-
tween the two, which ended in an order to our captain
to return to his ship, and confine himself to his cabin,
till superseded in his command, when he was to be
sent to Rio Janeiro, to be tried by a court-martial,
In three or four days the supercedaneum took command
of us; and we of the forecastls pretty much agreed
that he was an improvement. However, before that
question was fully settled, the term of my ealistment—
six monthe-—was ended, and so also is this chapter.
u* 18



CHAPTER XXIIL

Bioe agninet his English consciencs, by joiniog the erew of n slave
ship.—Reach the erast—The elave faetor.—The live cargo—The
bome pasasge—Chased by a British man-of-war.—Narrow escape
of being bomrded by one of his boals.—Make the coast of Brasil—
Another eseape, though not wishout a serateh for il, which proves
a liitle sanguinary.—Land the eargo.—Leaves the alaver, with i
promises never to give his countrymen anothee chance of baoging -
bim to the yard-arm for a pirate )

Asthese sketches have been drawn up with the de-
termination of making them trne to the shadows as
well an the lights of my humble life, the reader is now
to be mnde acquainted with what he will, probably,
regard, as, indeed, I do, as the darkest portion of my
history. I speak of my conmection with the slave
trade.

A shipmate of mine in the Cassadore, went ashore
with me at the Rio, who was a Portugnese, from one
of the western islanda. To keep his company was
the more of an object, &3 hia native language, while I
was with him in this part of the world, was likely to
be of special service to me, and might prove a mntter
of high importance ; especially as he had the command
of my vernacular as well as bis own. Our first object

-
2Ty
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was the merchant service. Bat, failing in that, and
falling in with the captain of a slave-trader, in an evil
hour we both shipped with him for & piratical cruise
to the coast of Africa. She was owned and fitted out
in Bahia, by a Frenchman, who ougbt to have been
hung, by the name of Gauterpe. The name ray possibly
be wrong. The Aanging, to a certainty, would have
been right. Our wages were $25 per month, with &
bonus of 400 millreas, provided we returned without
being taken by an English or American man-of-war,
We sailed with a crew of thirty-five men, and five
gung, beside four twelve-pound carronades, and a long
thirty-two pounder in midships. Our passage out
was quick, and, however perilous, brought us inte no
actual contact with anti-piratical guns and cutlamses.
To obviate the consequences of more than the leass
possible delay, there were standing arrangements with
agents on the coast to have everything in readiness,
Ag soon a3 we arrived in the bay, therefore, without
Jetting go an anchor, we backed our main-top-gail, and
raised our signal ; when we soon saw a canoe coming
off, pulled by four negroes, with a large mulatto, seated
in the stern. This was the slavefecior. The rum,
beads, and tobacco, had enabled him to buy up the re-
quisite quota, and nothing remained but to send them
off as fast as a {leet of canoes and paddles could do it
* Short was the conference between the yellow scamp
and the whitish one. * Quick”—was the word with
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which they parted. * Quiok /— Quick /"—went boom-
ing after the yellow rascal, as his black minions pulled
him away for the beach: and * Quick ! —Quick !"—
were echoed back to the whitish villain from his half
bleached brother, And the freighting operation was
done accordingly. Foracarcely bad the conscienceless
ranlatto gained the shore, when & large flotilla of
canoes was thrown into a state of high activity, and
began to come off with the coffled victims of the ac-
carsed traffic, about as fast as our weasel-faced French
ekipper could tumble them into the bold. Our ship
would contain five hundred, and I believe we left the
cbast with our full complement While this dark
transaction was going forward——and blackballing would
not have improved the beautiful jet of its complexion—
we were standing off and on, with a sbarp lookout
for the oruisera. Scarcely had the two bhundred and
fiftieth pair of the chained wretches been tumbled down
the hatchway, and the hatches were not yet fairly
" closed, when a favorable wind was fast bearing us
away from the negro's home.

As my duties confined me exclusively to the working
of the ship, while she was taking in her human cargo,
I wos hy no means sorry that, save occasionally and
at a distance, I did not even witnesa the handling of i§
by otbers. This reflection is certainly a very inade-
qusate protection to an enlightened conscience; but’
. poor ws it is, it in better than nothmg But whatl
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wished to say is this: the circumstance of my posi-
tion, during the shipment of the slaves, puts it out of
my power to inform the reader, poaitively, as to their
age and sex. My impression is, however—and, by
means not now rememhered, it has come o be a fixed
one—that the people we brought away were all young
men and boys, Most of the latter must have been
taken from their mothers, and some of them were
young enough to need them. Of the former, all were
old enough to have contracted marriage, while not a
few must have been fathers aa well aa husbands. But
to return to matters that are less out of my line,

At helf-past one the next morning, mine being the
morning watch, I saw, by the clear moonlight, & sail -

on our weather bow, which I'took to be an English
man-of-war brig. Whoever he was it waas aa clear as
moonlight could make it, that he felt an interest in us,
for he was crowding all sail in ohase. *8ail hol”

from the masthead, was followed hy the skipper’s "

quick—* Where away ?” and this was answered by—

WA ‘point. end a half on the weather-bow.” With .

true Gallic agility he sprang to the masthead, when X
no sooner did he bring his glasa to bear than, with the-
naual—Suere Diew/ he pronounced: “Dat ish von )
'shairk” It was in vain that we piled on the canvasa :
*vThe:brdeze freshened ; and it was in his favor, till we -
" double-reefed our top- sal]s. For the next forty-eight -

' hours, he had as muoh as he conld dato keep mmght""

P Eay
L " .0|‘
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of us. Then the wind died away, and he was over-
henling ws again, tiil we raised our sweeps—eight of
them ; four on & side—which carried us at the rate of
thres or four knots an hour; while the chase, being
nearly becalmed, must have seen that, as things were
going, we were likely to get away from him.

At this juncture, he lowered a couple of his bosts,
and bent them on to the brig, for the purpose of tow-
ing her up to us. Still we had the satisfaction of see-
ing that our sweeps were slowly increasing the distance
between nus. Then it was, that one of the boats, with
a lieutenant, put off with the obvious intention of
boarding wa. Aware that if John Bull catched me
on board a slaver, it would be mighty apt to go hard
with me, I could only resolve, first, to fight hard, and
80, if possible, keep off his grappling irons; or, sec-
ondly, worst coming to worst, to use my little stoek
of Portuguese in such a way as, if possihle, to prevent
* & recognition by my brotber Britishers, altogether.
Still, it was easy to see, that if my brave countrymen
were once aboard of us, the chances would be sadly
againat me, and occasional glimpses of futurity, made
me think I saw a figure dancing at the yard-arm, bear.
ing an uncomfortable resemblance to William Jackman.

Our guns were double-shotted with grape and hall,
and we pulled away at the sweeps; but the hoatile,=
boat was now in bailing distance. With a piatol in
ea.c:h hand, the akipper paced the quarter-deck, with

e
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a quick step, dnd throwing quick glances, the while,
at the approaching enemy, as if 10 measure the les-
sening distance between them and us. On the eve of
what appeared likely Lo prove a deadly conflict, he
ejaculated his orders, relating, alternately, to the work-
ing of the ship, and to the working of guns and cut-
lasses. By the former, we were to keep clear of ths
man-of-war, and by the latter, he hoped to beat off |
the determined fellows who proposed to board us from
the boat. Now came words of encouragement and
promise; and anon a dark avalanche of mingled
threats and ourses, The upshot of it all was, that, if
necessary, we mast all fight like the , ull we wers
all dead, at any rate; aod how much longer, he did
not say. And, for the special encouragement, &8s I
thought, of the Portuguese, who are uncouascionable
cowards, be swore that he would blow out the brains
of the first man who faltered io his duty.

Az soon 08 & capetaine thought the boat was pear
enough, he hailed the officer to say, that he did not
wish to hurt him, but that, if he came any nearer, he
would fire into him ; adding, that he had better return
before getting himself into trouble. The boat said
nothing, but pulled ahead. The warning waa quickly
repeated, but with the same effect. The Frenchman
snatched and discharged a musket, which broke the
Englisbman’s arm; and still, without a word, he pulled

‘right on. In this crisis, not willing, as yet, to call
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the men from the sweeps, and thus endanger a nearer
scquaintance with the brig, the man at the wheel and
the first and second mates were called to the small
arms, which were lying ready-loaded on the deck,
when they, with the captain, levelled arcd fired, with
such effect, that two of the boat’s people dropped their
cars, and sank into the hottom of the boat. That
fhey were killed, we could mot know; hut jndged
. they were, from the suddenuess with which they fell.
At all events, the Englishman «now put about, and,
before he was fairly aboard ship, a nice breeze sprung
up, which filled our sails some time before it reached
our enemy. This, with the continued use of our
pweeps, hrought va the welcome prospect, that the
now setting sun, would show us out of sight of cwr
persecutor in the morning, And so it proved. ’

This encounter cost 8 nothing. Nol so the mext,
This occurred afler we were on the eoast of Brazil,
We were standing away under easy sail, when, one
morning at daylight, it was found that we had attracted
the eye of anotber customer, and that he was bearing
down upon ue under British colors, We soon made
him out to be the English brig Racer, of sixteen guns,
and had no reason to doubt that the recoguition was
mutual, and as satisfactory to him as it was unwelcome
to us. He was a spunky little fellow, and had his
speed been equal to his other qualities, there is no
douht that he would have given a very different ac-
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count of ua. As it was, our heels once more befriended
ug, and we got away from him ; but not before he had
given us a slight taste of what he would have treated
us to, in case he had had the weather-gage of us.
Unable to reach us by his thirty-two pound carron-
ades, he made us feel a few shot from the long thirty-
two pounder, which he carried in his midships. One

of them cut away our fore-stay ; another knocked away

one of our boats ; and & third carried away a leg from

one of our men in the waist. By 10 A.M., however,

we had got entirely out of his reach, and before the
next morning, we managed 80 a8 to get clear of him

altogether.

The next day we run our vessel into & harbor, a
little south of Bahia, where we landed our cargo—
And thus was justice twice baflled : once by our final
escape with the five hundred kidnapped men; and
yet ngain, by keeping three dozen of forfeited heads
on their shoulders. And here it iz due myself to
say, that, if God, the reader, and mankind, will mer-
ciflly absolve me from the past, no earthly conaider-
ation shall ever engage me again in such another
shameful and abominable transaction. My youth,
- want of moral training, and the consequent sbsence
of reflection, might plead exteuuation; but nothing
can excuse, much less justify an enormity so palpahle,
I bave been a slaving once. I go no more.

The news had got to Bahia before us, of what had
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happened to the man-of-war’s boat. The slaver could
not be captured while lying in port; but the Growler,
an English armed steamer, was there, and watched her
two months in hope of her leaving port. But the
crafty pirate was aware of this, and lay still ; and, hy
the way, she could very well afford to do it; for she
had made seven successful voyages, which netted
enough to pay for forty such veesels as sha was.

About to become a British man-of-war's man, and,
as such, to bear a hand in catching such rascals as
those with whom I had so lately been identified, it
seems proper to close this chapter hy a few brief itema
of information to the reader, touching this hranch of
the English naval service. For every slave, found on
hoard of a slaver, which he assists in capturing, & com-
mon eeaman id allowed £5 10s.; and for the veasel
itself, without & slave on board, when proved to have
been engaged in that illegal trade, he is allowed
£10 10s. on every ton of what is called her tonnage.
I have known crews, on returning from a four years’
cruise on the coast of Africa, to be paid off at the
rate of $1500 to $2000 a man, as prize-money, beside
their regular wages.



CHAPTER XXIV.

A aruise in tha British brig Racer.—Detailed to the pinnase, which
eaptures an American elaver.—Capture of a Hardinlan brig.—The
Bonaevietean; how che was boarded and overhauled; evidence om
which a pries erew was put aboard of her ; how the captain slipped
through our fingers, with several of seteras,—An English brig board-
od, and how she hoaxed us out of a rich prize.—Monta Video, and
the courl-martisl —Moldonado and the alcalde.—The tender, with
various ¢ esteras, varyiog from “ grave to gay.”

To redeem the pledge of “ better fashions,”” which
waa given near the close of the preceding chapter—
the chapter which relates my slave-cruieing experience
—I went to the captain of an English armed brig,
then lying in the harbor of Bahia, and offered my
Bervice. He asked: “Do you wish to enter the gen-
eral service, ot for the cruise?” My answer was: “ For
the cruise;” and he entered me accordingly. *The
brig Racer, of sixteen guns!” Exactly thesame. The
same spirited little felow that threw the long sbot
into us, when we were hovering on the coast with
our elave cargo, On this anhject, however, I waswary
enough to keep my own counsel, In order to the
reconnoissance of the largest extent of coast, at the
least poasible expense, the brig was provided with the
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large number of fifteen boata. Their usea—and some
of my readers may need the information—their prin-
cipal uses are found in the fact, that to find or follow
the sly and desperate chaps which we. were now in
pursdit of, it is necessary to explore bays, and the
mouths of rivers, and to run sn shore, and sometimes
on ghore, where it wonld be impossible, as well as
dangerous, for a ship to follow,

My first employment was on board the pinnace,
which was ordered on a six days’ cruise; inthe course
of which we fcll in with the following little adventure,
Having occasion, one day, to put into a small river,
a little south of Bahia, for the purpose of obtaining
fresh water, it s0 bappened that we spent the might
there. Soon after daylight the next morning, we
descried & aail slowly standing out of the bay. Act-
ing upon our instructions, we manned the pinnace
and put out to reconmoitre, and, if appearances de-
manded, to overhaul her. Evidently, the sight of ug
rendered her hysterical, inducing a bighly nervous
effort to shun our acquaintance. It was soon a settled
cade that she could not sail away from us; upon which
ghe put hack into the bay, with the pinnace, by this
time, so close upon her heels, that the rascals, to save
themsclves from our clutches, run her ashore. Aa
soon as she atruck the beach, they cut her rigging, ag
much as their pmcious momenta permitted, and clear-
ed. She proved to be an American schooner, belong-
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ing to Nowport, R. I, and it was ascertained that she
had succeeded in landing a cargo of elaves the night
before. After we had got her adrift, she was sent to
Rio Janeiro, when we were called on boerd the brig,
and stood away for a cruise.

The second day after leaving Bahia, and while
cruising off the light-house, we saw & brig, standing
in shore, a little to the sonth of the harbor. It was
immediately determined to overhaul her, and see who -
she was, As soon a8 she saw us in chase, she hauled
close on the wind, and showed Sardinian colors. Hav-
ing sufficiently neared her for the purpose, we lowered
the jolly-boat, and went aboard of her, She was in
ballast. Among other things which looked suspicious,
waa the large number of her water pipes; larger than
& merchantman ever carries; together with a quantity
of specie, in kega. But what was worse for her, while
it was better for us, was, that her log-book was false,
according to their own story, previoualy told us, Ac-
cordingly, we ran her in under the light-house;
brought her to an anchor; furled her sails; put a
- prize-crew on board of her, and sent her off to Genos
as a lawful prize.

The next day we made sail for the Rio. When
three days out from Bahia, just a8 we had done serub-
bing the decks, I was standing on the top-gallant fore-
castle, when I saw a sail about four miles off, and two
pointa on the starboard quarter. I reported her to the
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officer of the deck, and he reported her to the first-
lieutenant. That officer came on deck, and, having
squinted at the sail with his glass, ordered all hands
on deck, In five minuntes every stitch of seil was
crowded op, fore and aft. Qur manceuvres were oh-
viously taken for those of & man-of-war, The sus-
picious craft stood away, in hopes that we would not
follow her close in ehore; and she was very artfully
disgmised, in hope of making us believe that she was
a doasting trader. Her main-top-gallant aail was split
from clew to corming, and, i’ faith, she was as dirty
a8 if she had not been scrubbed in seven years.

Io three hours after we gave cbase, we overhauled
her, A boat was lowered, and the first lieutenant
went aboard of her. She proved to be the Bonavis-
tean, and we suspected that she was from the coast of
Africa, from the simple circumstance of five hundred
and fifty of the natives of that country whom we hap-
pened to find very snugly stowed away in her hold,
True, I waa not in the boat which boarded her; but the
two ships were now lying so near each other, that we
could see and hear cverything, The captain of the
slaver, who was a Portuguese, could not speak a word
of English ; and this was equally the case with his
men, with one exception. This was a Menilla man.
Axs s00n a8 our people were fairly over the ship's side,
the poor fellow began to mutter something about hig
having been forced on board the slaver on the coast
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of Africs. Overhearing this, his captain came up
with a brace of pistols in his hand, and told him if he
spoke another word of English, he would blow his
brains out. And so, indeed, he might have done, had
not our lieutenant, who was a little punctilious as to
who should exercise authority just then, happened to
soe what was going on, and interfered by taking the
pistols out of the hands of the pirate, and ordered
him, and ali the rest, to go aft on to the quarter-deck,

In this state of the case, being the only person be-
longing to the Racer having any knowledge of Portu-
guese, our captain took me with him in quality of in-
terpreter, and went aboard. The principal officer of
the Bonavistean said, he was not the captain, that the
captain died on the coast of Africa, and .that he waa
only bringing the ship back to Bahia, where she be-
longed. To this our captain replied, that he could
listen to none of his stories; that the ship was a law-
ful prize, and that he would have to go to Rio Jansiro:
Accordiogly, a prize-crew was put on board of her;
& part of her own crew, along with the negroes, were
removed on board our own ship, as a measure of pre-
caution against any attempt at insurrection om the
passage.

When matters were properly settled, we made sail
for tha Rio, where, arriving three days before the
prize, the recaptured Alricans were put on board tho
- Crescent, then lying there as a hospital ship.
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. The second day after our arrival, & gentleman came
off to us in a boat, to ask permission to visit the prize-
ship, for the purpose, as he alleged, of seeing & brother
of his, who belonged to ber. The captain gave him
permission. As soon, then, as the prize arrived, be
waa off, accordiogly, with what consequences, we
shall shortly see. Arrived on board, and the captain’s
permit presented to the prize-master, he passed his
time in cloge confab with the late commander of the
slave-ship. Of course, as everything was done in Por
tuguese, the Englishman was none the wiser for it.
Two eentinels were on the prize-ship every night ;
one on the forecastle, and the other aft, on the quar-
ter-deck. The weather waa so warm in Rio, that our
chief prisoner was allowed to sleep in his bank on
the quarter-deck ; though, by the way, he, subsequent-
ly, gave us pretty fair reasons for believing that weatck-
tng, rather than sleeping, engaged his nocturnal atten-
tion. Let the reader judge. That same night, after
the fraternal meeting, about twelve o’clock, a boat
came softly pulling close under the brig's stern. The
~ sentinel hailed, and was answered in Portuguese. In
the instant of the hail, the recembent of the bunk
gprang to the taffrail, and soused into the water. The
sontinel fired. The boat pulled for him, and picked
him up. The otber sentinel ran af}, and fired at the
boat. The boat, manned with six oarsmen and &
steerer, pulled for the shore. 'The abip was awake by
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this time, and all hands were called to man and arm
the boats; Dbut it was in vain. The first-lieutenant
sprang into the eaptain’s gig, and pulled hard after the
villain ; but still it was all in vain.  With old Nick
to help bim, who doubtless had a hand ia the busi-
ness, he had managed to ontmanceuvre justice, leaving
his miserable dupes—* more sinned against, than sin-
ning"—to expiate their venidl offence by seven years
on board of a Drazilian man-of-war, Such was their
sentenee, and no exception in favor of the Manilla
rean, who, by the way, was found to be as big a rogue
as any of themn. As to the Bonavistean, the reader
need hardly be informed that she was adjudged to be
a lawful prize.

This business seftled, we recelved orders [rom the
commodore to proceed to Montevideo. Two days out,
and it was along in the forenoon, when—* Sail, ho I"’
from the mast-head, turned all eyes upon 2 craft, stand-
ing upon the same tack a3 ourselves, Qur rectorel
relation to the case very natnrally suggested the obli-
- gation to attend to her; and we crowded all sail, ac-
cordingly. At 8 P.M,, our second lieutenant was sent
aboard of her, who found her an English brig. She
said she was bound to Rio Janeiro for hides and tal-
low. When the boarding officer asked the captain to
open his hatches, he declared he was in ballast, but
that he did not want to open his hatches, as he “waa
just then smoking for rats,” and everything was bat-

N 19
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tened down, fore-and aft. A very legitimate, and not

. very unfrequent operation, this, as the reader should

know, when a vessel is in ballast, and uncomfortably
ratified, at the same time. And, as it must be dome
with closed and battened hatches, it would amount to
a real hardship to be obliged to throw them open,

‘when a fellow was “positively in ballast, and bourd

to Rio Janeiro for hides and tallow.”” The reader will
probably think it a reflection on the lieutenant—to
say notbing of the captain’s—olfactories, that he smelt

-neither smoke nor “raf’ about the ship, nor yet
| ¥y

about the story, itself. But so it was. At all events,
the subaltern of our ship said he would return on
hoard, and state the caso to the captain; and that, if
he should not wish to detain him, he would fire a
gun, and he—Capt. Fumigo—could proceed on his
passage. e returned, accordingly. The captain
heard his statement, as to the coudition of the brig.
The gun was (ired, and the two ships parted company.
Three weeks after, this same English brig came inte

" Montevideo ; and, being one day on shore, I heard

some of her people hoasting Low they had fooled us
hy the story about the rals, when they had six hun-
dred slaves on board, from the coast of Africa. '
From Montevideo we were ordered to Buenos
Ayres, to sce if everything was quiet there. Thence,
after six weeks, we returned agnin to Montevideo.

~Here we found the Alfred, which was the commo-
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dore’s ahip, from which we received orders to proceed
immediately to the Rio, and fetch the Vestal, the
Corso, the Cockatrice, and the Viper, as all their cap-
4aing were wanted to constitute o court-martial, The
case was that of a lieutenant who had lost a schooner,
hired by the commodore for o tender. Our mision
was duly executed, together with the commission of
the naval court, and the accused officer was honorably
acquitted.

Thence, we were ordered to Maldonado. The only
thing that fell out in this connection, worthy of no-
tice, was the following. There was there, or there-
about, 2 man who drove a little business with us in
the fresh heef line. On going ashore for freah water
one morning, with the captain, who had paid him for
four fet cattle but the day previous, we werc shocked
to find the peor fellow with his throat cut aure ad
aurt, lying dead on the beach. After directing us to
throw the stretches of the boat over the body, the
captain bade us follow him. In all, there must have
béen. some eight of us, though I have forgotten the
exact number. At all events, had we been suitably
accoutred, there were enough of us to have taken the
town, As it was, not a soul of us, save the captain,
whose broad sword was in its usual place at his side,
had arms of any other description than those which
dame Nature had furnished us. To offset against this
odds, however, and to inspire the requisite daring, the
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captain flattered our national vanity by saying, that
he cousidered one of us a match for ten Spaniards,
any how. Thus preparcd, the captain marched us
straight to the office of the alcalde, or governor of the
town, of whom he demanded satisfaction for the mur-
der, The Spaniard declared his utter ignorance of
the whole affair; but seme of his own people assured
us it had been done by Lis orders. Here the captain
drew his sword, and ordered him to march down to
our boat. And he did so, and we put him on board
and carried him off to the ship, by which he wes
_ transported to Buenos Ayres.®* There he was duly
- réported to the authorities, and surrendered to their
jurisdiction, What became of him, I do not know,
more than that he was immediately imprisoned.

* How Buenoa Ayres, unless the word iz a misnomer in the memo-
randa for Montevidee, should have been appealed to in this case, the

editor has no means of knowing. Maldonndo belongs to the Oriantal
Republia



CHAPTER XXV.

The schooner ashore—The pinnace and her ¢crew sent to get her off—
The eogniae found on board of her.~-Officer imbibes it during the day,
—Rule by which ita uee waa admitted at night,—Expedient by which
the officer etrove to preserve the men from overdosing, and what
befell him in consequence—Hard labor, the next day, and its suc-
ceas ; together with hard headache and no brandy to cure it—
Night brioge a freeh supply, which eolails divers and diverse cnnge-
quences, natural and aceidenlal.—Lieutenant of the schooner who.
had furpished the five galions, returns to Monteviden, to report ila
twofold effect.— Affaire growing no better very fast—Third uight
nsgnciates 08 with uncomfortable bed-fellows—Returo to Monte-
video, leaving the schooner worse than when they found it—Nar-
row escape of punishment, and large allowaace, for n month, of
“* twelve-water grog."—What this substitute for punishment amounts
to in & British ehip-of-wor.—Concomitant consequences of the ¢wo
nights—3ome sddends touching the regulations of an English war-
ship.

RETURNING to Montevideo, twenty hands of us were
despatched to the
had served as the brig's tender, acd, which had gone

to get off a schooner, which

ashore at that place in a gale* With the pinnace,
properly officered and provisioned, and having all re-
quisite appointments for such a service, we departed
{0 our destination. '

* Though the memoranda do not say so, this schooner woald seem

to be identical with that, for losing which, we have some account of
the court-artialing of s lieutenant in the preceding chapter,
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The schooner was found about thirty yards from
the water. The first thing to be donc was to get
everything out of her. As ill luck—{ur such it ulti-
mately proved to us—as ill luck would have it, there
were found, among other sundries, no great difficrence
of ten gallons of the cogniae, This, however, by the
way, for the officer was so strict a disciplinarian that,
beside our regular allowance, never a pull did he allow
ug to get at it, till we Lknocked off at night. In the
mean time, what with rollers and hawser, and what
with lond %eave-hoing and hard pulling and lifting, the

_schooner was started from her bed, and got nearly

half-way back to her congenial element.

As to the cogniac, the reader who is aware that
there is no anti-grog law in the British scrvice, will
not wonder what becane of it; especially, when he
conmiders, that the regular per diem of three glasses,
is just enough to bait the appetite, and keep up an in-

' TIn a word, 2 man-

satiable eraving for the “critter.
of-war's man, who takes three glasses a day, by rule,
takes more, by a rule of his own, whenever he can get
it; which latter rule, by the way, is universally inter-
preted in favor of taking as much of it as he can get.
This being premised, in connection with the fact, that
the inclination to democracy and good fellowship in
a boat's crew is in proportion to their distance from
the ship, the reader will not wonder that the brandy

wan duly honored, and that all of ug were soon aa
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merry over it as twenty Ilighland pipers, As to the
officer, I must do him the justice to say, that he did
everything he could to prevent the rest of us from
over-dosing, by guzzling so much himself that he
went down to the sea to light his pipe.

The consequence was, that, ofter sleeping among
the rocks, with a stone apicce by way of a pillow, we
had nota drop of the ten gallons the next day to cure
the headache. And vet, with hard headache, and hard
work, we left the stranded craft, at night, with two
feet of her stern sitting in the water. This night
brought us the lieutenant who was to eommand the
schooner. -He was so overjoyed at the prospect of
- being set afloat, that he made us a present of five
gallons of Jamatca—the real Simon-Pure. The aqua-
ardent set us all a going again as bad as before; for
the fact is, that by good economy, twenty men can get
just as drunk on five gallong asten. My sober opinion
is, that just half of the whole quantum of the might
before got spelt, by carcless handling. Whereas, on
this occasion, we were obliged to be more discreet;
for, having only sufficient to average two pints to a
man, better carc was taken not to waste any. Sothat,
though, as above remarked, there was none to spare,
there was enough to set us all a singing, and to keep
us at it, til] all of us had sung ourselves asleep,

At onein the morning, after having dreamed, rather
uncomfortably, of being in cold water, we awoke and
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found it was not all a dream. The wind had risem,-
and, with the wind, the tide. Our tent was afloat,
and we were all but swimming, The first reasonable
thing we did on recovering from our amazement was,
to think of, and launch, the pinnace, which, luckily
for us, though a few yards higher on the beach, was
safe. 'The next object was, {0 reconnoitre the schooner,
‘We found her fairly afloat, and hitched on to her for
the purpose of towing her away from the rocks on to
which the surf was carrying ber. Instead, however,
of finding ourselves able to counteract her tendency in
that, direction, such was the violence of the wind, that
we soon saw she was carrying us with her, and were
{orced to let go the tow-line, and ahandon her to her
fate, if haply we might save curselves from the rocks,
By dint of most desperate pulling at the oars, we had
gained hut twenty yards ia half an hour. Now, how-
ever, the violent gale became still more violent, and,
in spite of everything we could do, the pinnace struck
and stove, and we found ourselves thrown high and
scrambling among the rocks. With great difficulty,
and equal danger, we were barely able to reash the
shore with our lives. But the schooner was ‘ashore
before us ; and so firmly did we find her wedged be-
tween two rocks, that we judged she was not likely to
get to sea again in some time. This question settled,
we went and Jay down under the lec of a pile of hides,
the cargo of a Sardiniag. brig which had gone ashore
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» at this unlucky place some two months previous,
There, in our wet clothes, and among a regiment of
Sardinian rats, and with memories and forethoughts
quite comfortable enough to be in keeping with the
other circumstances, we lay, if we did not sleep till
morning. '

The light of the morning served but to reveal
gights of woe, Both crafls werc high and dry; the
larger, as before stated, well wedged between two
rocks; the smaller, having a hole stove in her bottom,
was decidedly a *leaky vessel” He, of the former
—the lieutenant—poor fellow! took the thing so to
heart, that he went aboard his boat, and put back to
Montevideo to report the double work of rum and
ruin—that the men, after having got off the schooner -
once, had allowed her to get on again, and all by al-
lowing themselves in a very unseaman-like use of the
“ardent.”’ Iereupon the captain ordered the gunner
to take the first cutter and twelve men, and go to the

, and send us all home o the hrig; and that the

pinoace might be placed in a coandition to bring us,

the carpenter was sent off with the cutter, in order to
effect the requisite repairs. This, bowever, by the
way ; for, thgugh uncomforted by any knowledgl® of
this kind interest in our situation, at the tire, we were
duly, and soen to be enlightened.

Aftet getting our boat round to the beach, we first
sct about her repair, which was effected, pro tempore,

w*
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by bailing sheet-lead over the broken part of her -
bottom. In the next place, we essayed tho echocner,
with hawser, and luffs, and anchors; bat with all these
appliances, and working up to our necks in water all
day, to boot, we could not, alas! we could not start
bher. That was unlucky for ns. Ilad it ended other-
wise——had we got her off, and towed her back with us
to the brig, my opinion is, we should, after all, have
escaped most of the trouble that was brewing for us.
As it was, we laid ourselves down under the pile,
aforesaid, for another right, and nceded neither the
absence of the brandy uor the presence of the rats to
render our situation anything but comfortable.

In the morning, the schooner having been unani-
mously voted a bopeless case, we launched the pin-
nace, and made sail for Montevideo. Ou doubling
the point at the entrance of the harbor, we met the
cutter, despatched, as before stated, with an order for
our return. At sight of ns, it put back to the ship,
and the jolly-boat was sent ashore for the captain.
So that, socn afier we were once more on board, that
gentleman arrived, and, calling us aft, demanded our
rensons for letting the aschooner go ashore, after she
wasoff. To thie we could only reply, that it came on
to blow, and that it was not in our power to keep
her of Hesaid—and the worst of it was, that we had
no means of disproving it, just at that time—* You
were all drunk, and did not mind your duty.” Afler
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- & little, he added : “I bave a good mind to give you
four dozen apiece, to show a good example to the reat
of the crew.”  After another pause, however, Lie inally
delivered Limself thus: “I will not punish you now;
but will give you twelve-water-grog for a month.”

Of course, we felt obliged by & sentence which thus
saved us from puniskment. This substitute for pun-
ishment—this twelve-water-grog business—has been
partly opened to the reader elsewhere. Still, as it re-
celves certain modifications, from its connection with
the regular discipline of the English navy, I will now
give it, a3 we then took it. It was on this wise:—A
twelve-water-grog is, in point of fact, the abominable
mixture of one glass of spirita with twelve glasses of
sea-water ; so that, while the patient imbibes the half
gill of his ordinary, thrice per diem allowance, he
swallows, along with it, six whole ones of ocean brine.
But if the guantum and the guale of the compound are
villanously unpalatable, the way io which custom re-
quires the taking of it renders them much meore se.
Every day, at meridian, the whole twenty of us were
to go on to the quarter-deck, take off our hats, “toe
the line,” take the basin of grog, and drink it off;
and then continue looking straight at the hammock
nettings, all the while as motionless as statues, for two
hours, And this, ag already intimated, was to be re-
peated every day till the expiration of the month.

This, however, was but a moiety of the benefits en-
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tailed on us by the god Bacchus, in requital for those
copious libations made to his honor during the fwo
nights. Though our sentence contained no reference
to it, we found ourselves black-list men: a designation
which entitled us to the farther privilege of an indefi-
nite amount of extra Aolystoning, and, sometimes, ona
Sunday, of toeing a mark, between two guns, the
wholc day, till eight in the evening; aod then putting
our hammocks on our skoulders, and walking the quar-
ter-deck till twelve.

After al], an English man-of-war is the best ship
for a seaman that floats the brine. Discipline i8 strict
enough, in all conscience, But then, if a man will
mind his duty, be gets on comfortably, His food is
not as free as on board a merchantman; but it I8 de-
cidedly better. Hc is allowed to keep on no clothes
that are either dirty or wet. Twice a week, beside
the extra occasions which call for an extra change,
he puts on & clean frock and trowsers. In short, every
man and boy must keep himself as peat as a pin;
every gun must be bright enongh for a man to shave
by ; the least speck or spot on decl calls for the holy-
stone, and, in fine, the ship must be clean and nice
enough, above and below, and from stem to stern, to
compare with a gentleman's drawing-room.

Among the thousand things pertaining to the regu-
lations of a ship of war, in the service of the most
powerful maritime nation on the globe, I shall only
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give an additional instance or two. They will enable
the reader, who is unacquainted with these matters,
to conceive of otber things, not, of course, precisely
as they are, but with some approach to general cor-
rectness. A new hand, then, is exercised among the
big guns, muskets, and cutlasses, a whole six months,
before he is supposed to have passed his proper no-
vitiate. If five hundred men are exercizsing together,
every motion, every evolution, is expected to be per-
formed, not with relative, but absolute exactness and
uniformity, as if the whole were done by one person,
and he a perfect master of the exercise. Should a
gun’s crew make & single motion before or after the
exact moment, they are required to continue their ex-
ercise two hours beyond the customary time.



CHAPTER XXVLIL

Painful intelligenca from home,~Desiren, but is unable to effect an es-
cape—Precautions against occurrences of that character—Pinnace
is sent ashore for provisiona—Some of the men manage to get to
the bench, and return, " helf-seas over.”—Pinnace benighted in con-
sequence—Men mistake themselves fur admirale—Midshipman in
danger.—Lose their mast.—Wind rises, end bout unable to return to
the brig—Picked up by a Dutch ship,—Foss of pravisions, including
the captain's wine——How that gentleman makes us pay for it the
next day.—Author deciden on making, if Le cannot find, an oppor-
tunity to quit—Makes it out of the sissing of tht middy.—Finda
conceslment,—Loaves the town for the interior.

THE events of this chapter date at Buenos Agyres.
Before entering upon them, it may be admissible to
remark that, while lying here, a letter from home
brought me the melancholy intelligence of the death
of my father, together with a request for my return.
Happy as I should have been to obey this maternal
requirement, it was out of my power, at present, as
the period of my enlistinent had not expired. True, it
is, that another unceremonious leave-tgking was, by
this time, no very new subject of cogitation. But
even that was, just then, impracticable, for the sheer
Temson, that a total privation of “liberty on shore”
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amounted to a total privation of opportunity for that
sort of purpose, For, though the pinnace, to which I
belenged, went ashore every morning for fresh meat,
or other provisions, it was always in charge of a mid-
shipman. No sooner, therefore, was the coxswain set
ashore, than the officer of the boat made her lie off
at an anchor till the former returned, the middy sitting
in the boat, the while, to see that none of us went
" ashore in a clandestine manner,

One day we were sent ashore, under these general pre-
cautions, for some sheep, poultry and wine, when some
of the men managed to get on to the beach, and, when
there, they found means to “liquorize,” and the con-
sequence was, that it was night before we eould get them
oll back into the boat. But the worst of it was, that
when there, every mother’s son took himsell to be dn
admiral. The logical sequence was, that, a3 master
middy gave signs of demurring to their authority,
they unanimously decided that he ought to go over-
board, any how. And he barely escaped the summary
process of drowning—for they seized, and were actu-
ally throwing him over in good faith—by begging
for his life. Here was a pretty spot of work! And
it soon became worse, by runniog foul of one of the
vessels, which carried away our mast. And, to ren-
der it still worse, it come on to blow at such a rate,
that we were unable to gain the outer roads, where
our ship lay, and should have been blown ashore, but
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for a Dutch ship, which saw our distress, and threw
us a hawser. DBy this means we all got on board of
the Dutchman. Ifere it was natural for us to overhaul
our log. The reader who bethinks him that we must
have been, as, indeed, we were, for the most part, re-
stored to our “normal” condition by this time, will
judge of our consternation when we found that our
sheep were nearly all lost, that absolutely il the poul-
try. was either “dead or missing ;" and the wine! the
captain’s wine!—It was certain that we had, or rather,
had had, a large cask of the best old Spanish; but—
‘“Hem!” :

The Dutchman treated us kindly, and the gale so
far abated by 10 A. M., of the next day, that we put off,
mastfallen, crestfallen, and not an admiral, nor hardly
a-midshipman among us, who was willing to auswer to
the name. The captain, who was on the quarter, had
geen into the merits of the case sufficiently before we
were fairly over the ship's side, to order the midshipman
to confine himself to his cabin; the coxawain to be
put in irons, and the rest of us to have our grog stop- '
ped for a month.

Nothing disturbs the equanimity of an English cap-
tain so much as the being disappeinted in the matter
of his vinous potations. And nothing disconcerts
English Jack equally with the loss of his grog. And
when two such mishaps fall out in juxtapositien,
both parties are marvellously out of sorts with each
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other, with themselves, and with everybody else. For
one, though my pay was behind, I came to the fixed
determination to find a near opportunity of quitting
her majesty’s service, or to make one. The way it
was made—for I could not find it—will be detailed
19 the very next paragraph,

The pinnace, as was her regular morning wont, had
landed the coxswain, and fallen back to her usual
anchorage. The trusty mid was in propria sifw, in the
stern. My shipmates, denicd, like me, the luxury of
a short run on shore, were intently watching the varied
motions of the landscape, where all seemed life and
happiness. T waited till their gaze beeame fixed. But
the middy at the stern! There lay the rub. What
gpell was to rivet his sight on some land object? But
something is nlready attracting it. That suffused
cheelc! That kindled eye! Turning landwise, and
looking in his direction, I scon discovered the object
with which our “imipressible subject” was thrown into
8o decided o “rapport.” It was situated just where
the play of the ocean-wave broke on the shore, and
was in the shape of, what an ordinary mortal would
have been very apt to call, & nice mulatio girl; but
what an imagination like the middy’s—a little predis-
posed to the romantic—would more likely take for a
descendant of some nereid, or sea-nymph of the olden
time. But whether of mortal or immortal lineage, or
whether earth-born or sca-born, there she sat, hal{.in

20
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the surf, and half out of it; while, at the same time,
ghe was still more mystified by the white spray which
hung a semi-transparency over the semi-nudity of her
person. How the amatenr student settled the points
above referred to, or whether his speculations did not
Telate to other questions of equal intricacy, I have no
means of knowing. Nor,indeed, toa practical man like
me, was it of any consequence. It was sufficient for me,
that he was so deep in the merits of these, or any other
matters relating to the * maid of the mist,” as to justify
the hope, that so common an object as myself might
do almost anything, in a quiet way, without disturhing
his meditations., Sauntering carelessly to the bow,
and then hanging over it, lazily aud sleepily, for a
little, I slowly let myself down, till out of sight. Hang-
ing here 8 moment, till satisfied that the middy was
still missing 80 intently as not to have missed me, and
that, mean time, I might be missing a little differently
28 to sense and direction, with no capital hazard of be-
ing prematurely missed, I ventured to drop into the
water, which took me plump to my chin. By keep-
ing away, in the direction of the stern of the pinnace,
which pointed quite obliguely to the beach, I should
gtill be out of sight from the stern, in which I had
left my comrades and the officer. In that direction,
then, I waded on, and finally waded ou, and what
sdded to the marvel of my success, was the fact, that,
though some four hundred people were standing on

Y
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the shore, not one of them uttered & word, or made
a movement which bad the effect of betraying me.

Dripping, and somewhat uncomfortably cool, I took
the nearest way up into town, meeting with nothing
in the shape of ‘“let or hindrance,” save an officer of
the customs; but, satisfied, as he soon was, that I had
brought off no dutiuble goods, he allowed me to pro-
ceed. Arrived in the city, I sought and secured the
acquaintance and friendship of a countryman—Mr,
Wiles—the former keeper of a boarding-house, who
furnished me with accommodations sufficiently re-
tired ; for the fact wns, a3 the reader might reasonably
imagine, that, like other modest men of merit, who
are overwearied with public attention, and still pur-
sued, I was very anxious for a little undisturbed re-
tirement,

I, that is to say we, left the pinnace while its officer
waa yet deep in the merit of some question leading
him very grossly amiss, in the matter of his duty.
How that question was decided, as before remarked,
or whether, indeed, he ever found the end of it, I am
unable to certify. One thing, however, ia certain, and
that is, that the coxawain’s return from the meat-mar-
ket compclled a diversion of his thoughts to another
subject, equally mysterious, and not quite so pleasant ;
@ subject, too, by the way, involving no mistake.
Reference is here made to the unmanned oar; a ¢ir-
cumstance which must have rendered it unmistakahly

e
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certain that a man was, becauss his officer had been,
missing. Ahl my reader] much I fenr me that this
misdirected, misattracted, and misled young man, on
returning to his ship, wes confined to his cabin for
having becn very remiss, indeed, in mismanaging in
such a misattentive and mischievous manner.

But not to make too loug a yarn of the matter,
The two officials came ashore, and probably recon-
noitred every sailors’ hoarding-house in town. Cer.
tain it is, that mine host was catechized, that his
premises were searched from garret to cellar—save
one very snug little out-of-the-way place—and that
the poodly pinnace was obliged to go off to the brig,
minus an oarsman, and freighted with some rather
uncomfortable reflections. In closing this short chap-
ter, I shall only add: that, after shifiing my quarters
from time to time, as praodence dictated, and after
waiting & matter of four weeks for my ship to leave,
as she, among other reasons, was doubtless waiting, in
tnrn, for me to come, or be brought back to my duty,
- I determined to do the rest of my waiting at a safer
distance, and went out into the country. As my stay
on shore included something over eight months, the
smaller part of which was spent in the city and its en-
virons, and the larger portion in the country, it was
my purpose to devote a few pages to such observa-
tions on the state of Argentine society, and other
kindred matters, ae my limited means might permit,
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But as these matters are already familiar to many,
and, perhaps, to most, of my readers, I shall be most
likely to satisfy myself and them, by merely referring
to other and more competent sources of information
on these subjects.®

There are, however, a few things which came under
my notice, which, as fur as I know, are not in the
books, and, at the same time, are oot totally undeserv-
ing of the reader’s attention. My sojourn in the re-
public, as far as the rural portion of it was concerned,
paased pleasantly enough among the “gauchos,™t whose
main employment, and that {rom which their subsistence
is almost exclusively derived, consists, not in rearing,
but in catching and marketing the borses and horned
cattle which breed and roam on the pampas, in count-
less myriads. These people are rude enough, to be
sure, and some of them have the reputation of heing
freebooters ; but, to the extent of my observation,
though semi-barbarcus in their manners and modes
of life, they are, nevertheless, and generally speaking,
harmless and hospitable. In consideration of such
assistance &3 I chose to render them in their domestic
avocations, I received all I needed, which were shelter
and food. Such was life in the country,

On the other hand, life in the city was, in mostim-

* Bee Geog. Dic by M‘Culloch, Am, Ed, or the esrlier and more
vrluable work on the same subject by Murray.
t “ Gouchos”—Bee Appendix F.
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portant respects, life in another, and a worse world.
Espionage and assassinations are 8o far the order of the
day, that life is exceedingly insecure, being constant-
ly at the mercy, or rather the caprice, of an absolute
despot, and a pack of secret,paid informers. Who-
ever—citizen or stranger; rich or poor; guilty or in-
nocent-—is named to the government by this conceal-
ed agency, as being an anti-/ederalist, or as suspected
of being g0, it is quite enongh ; he is a doomed man,
and more than likely to be picked up the next morn-
ing with a severed trachea et corla ascendens. A red
. feather, worn in the hat, was the known badge by
which the perpetrators of these nightly murders were
distinguishable, at the time to which reference is here
made,

, 1844, The frequency of these occur-
rences may be judged of by the fact, that I have count-
ed over gixty in & morning whose throats had been
cut the preceding night. And ns none who are ene-
mies of their country are allowed interment in conse-
crated ground, all such are gathered, every morping,
into the government carts, which go the rounds for
that porpose, and wheeled away, some three miles out
of the eity, to a place Englished as the regulator, re-
sembling a huge lime-pit, into which they are tumbled
without any ceremony. e
‘Whet I have personally witnessed—and the above
is a mere sample of much that might be related as
having occurred under my own observation—is suf-
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ficlent to give, at least, the .color of probability to
.many other things which stand upon the authority of
others. One of them affirms, that Montevidean officers
of rank, on falling into the hands of their more power-
ful enemnies, have becen known to relinquish their
peltries in favor of the home manufactures of the lat-
ter. And the other specifies, under the above genersl
head, that general Rosas's daughter aports a whip,
saddle, and bridle, all tanned, dresscd, and manufac-
tured from the coriumof oneof the bravestof the Monte-
videan generals.

These are matters of common fame, but may be
false. Nothing more ig eclaimed, than that, credited,
or discredited, they do no injustice to general Spanish
American character. While it is notorious that the
cutting off of the ears of state prisoners, and of
prisoners of war, and the exhibition of them as evi-
dences of good faith, in the one case, and of military
or naval prowess in the other;* while it is notorious
that this and other kindred usages are rife in both
the Spanish Americag, both of which out-savage the
herocs of the scolping-knife, it can hardly be alleged
that common farne, in the above instances, does any
dishonor to the first family of the Argcutine Hepub-
lic. True, it argues a queer taste ; but thet is a thing
for which there is no accounting, As we h:iva this

#* Various instances of this practice may be found in Kendall's Nar-
rative, 2d vol, which see.
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general subject by the ears, however, I shall, with the
reader's good leave, dismiss it, and end the chapter, -
with the following, which is believed to be current in
the best informed English circles in the city of Good
Air,

Briefly. The captain of an Knglish man-of-war—
so the story goes—was honored with an invitation
to one of General Rosas's dinners. His excellency
must needs entertain his guest with the ususl gascon-
ade about the invinciblencss of his arms, and the prod-
igies they had exhibited in his then existing war
with the Montevideans. At length, the cloth having
been removed, and the dessert laid on the table, what
ghould grace one of the superb dishes, designedly
placed between the Don and his guest, but 2 guantity
of that choice article, named in the preceding para-
graph. To complete the joke—of conrse it could
have been intended for nothing worse—the rcpresen-
tative of the English navy was very politely pressed
to help himself. The upshot was, however, that my
conntryman shoved back his seat; declared that he
felt himself insulted; and, rising from the table with
bis hand on the hilt of his steel, he left the room,

. After all, when we have made the exception of this
single vice—this ferocity, which is the only great
drawback on the moral character of the Spaniard,
whether of pure or mixed blood, 1t is but just to say,
and it gives me pleasure to say it, that few people dia-
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play more of the qualities which excite admiration
and command respect; a tribute wbich all travellers
appesr to unite in bestowing on the senorilas of
Spanisb America with a marked addition of emphasis,

0



CHAPTER XXVII.

Longe for sali-water life—Tempting offer.—Embraces it, and is &
Buenos Ayrean man-of-wear's wan—Large bounty, and what be-
eame of it—Joius the squadron before Montevideo.—Compliment to
English and American seamen —Quality of nalive marines—Flan
of attack—Preparationa for action.—Elevation of the author.—f
and the admiral—Success of the naval attack.—Repulee of the
land furces.—Fleet hauls off —Killed and wounded.—Brueh with
the Montevidean fleet.—Capture of & pirale—French interference
—Quarrel growing out of it.—How ended—Our fleet eaptures
the Isle of Rhette—It is claimed by Admiral P,—Almnost a quarrel
between the two English admirals—How obviated—Cost of the
froitless acquisition.—Couspirscy in our owm ship,—low detected
and suppressed.

BErORE the Iapse of the eight months already men-

< _«tioned, as the period in which I was domestic an:i, for

the greater part, rustic, among the La Plateans, my

habitual longing for salt water life returned with so

much force, as made me feel that the time had once

more arrived for resuming my share in its unquiet but
attractive scenes,

At thig time the little republic of Uruguay on the
north of La Plata, with Montevideo for its capital, and
the powerful confederation of Buenos Ayres on the
south, were in a state of war. How it begnn, or for
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what it was carried on, more than to do each other all
the harm in their power, were points which it would
Tequire a wiser head than mine to decide. One point
in the case, however, was plain—the only one, indeed,
which seemed adapted to my comprehension—and
that was, that the republicans of the latter state wero
fools enough to offer English and American seamen
$25 per month, and a bounty of $700.* In short, I
articled, tock the 700, and shipped in a Buenocs
Ajyrean man.ofwar. Our commander was so indul-
gent as to allow us five days on shore, before proceed-
ing to his destination, just to give us the opportunity
" of disposing of the spelter, rightly judging that we
could have no usc for it on shipboard. And then he
thought, perhaps, that it would be a pity to withdraw
80 large an amount from circulation, especially, as he
must bave known that, while it wns hurning holes in
our pockets, there were so many loyal citizens who
claimed, by prescription, the right of fingering it.. -
This, as I remarked, was very kind in our captain,
True, the time was short, considering, what we had to
doin it; but then, making the most of it, and happen-
ing just then to have swarms of kind friends, who in-
gisted upon aiding us in the operation of disbursement,
- we were piped on board, at the end of the five days,
without feeling the incumbrance of a dollar, A capital
place for a fellow to spend money in, and capital

* For what length of time the anthor’s notes do not sy,
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fellows to help him spend it, are Buenos Ayres and
. the Buenos Ayreans!

Our ship joined the squadron, then lying before
Montevideo. Including ours, the whole foree consist-
ed of seven armed ships, under the command of g
countrymao of mine of the name of Brown,* who had
entered the Argentine naval service with the rank
and pay of an admiral. If a common English seaman
cost the republic at the rate above noted, the Yankee
reader, better than English Jack, can guess how much

it must bave taken to buy an English Admiral. All"

I know is, that the way he fought was neither a dis-

grace to his nation or name; fér with whomsocever °

Admiral Brown did battle, tHey

‘Were sure to be done uncommonly Brown
Before the battle was over.

Ag soon a3 we were at anchor, he came aboard of us
in order to pick a few English and Americans for the
purpose of equalizing them among the other ship's
crews; ours having, as I suppose, a larger proportion

* It is not alittle strange that the autbor, who supplies the name
of the eommandant of the navy in which he was serviog, should have
omitted thal of the firat officer of his owu ship; the reader being
merely given, and that but incidentally, to infer thut he also was a

countrymsn ; an’inference that might reasonally be extended to all

the captrineies ic Admiral Brown's commaed. Similar criissions to
the nbove ocessivonally obtain throughout the narmtive, which the editor
regrels, but cannot remedy.
t Altered from J. GhSaxe. See “New Rape of the Lock” Poemm,
p B

b
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of those prime fellows than the others. Those of both
the two Saxon varieties, left on board of our ship,
were about one hundred, leaving a balance of three
hundred Castilians and Creoles. Of these latter, it is
but truth to say-—and the remark mnst be generally
applicable to the rest of the squadron—that, beside
being nearly all impressed men, not a few of them
were convicls of the most desperate character, and
fresh from prison,

The town was to be attacked at once by sea and
land; operations by the latter, being under the con-
duct of General Orebes, After the admiral had with-
drawn our overplus of English and Americons, and
before leaving our quarter-deck, he ordered our com-
mandant to hold bimself in readiness to codperate in
commencing the bombardment of the place at 9 A. M,
of the follewing day, This order was obeyed with
great alacrity, by donble-sbotting the guns, and bring-
ing up to the deck the powder and balls, canister and,
grape, with the match staves—everything, in a word,
that was likely to be called for in the pending assault.
By 8 A. . our hatches were closed down, to obstruet
eny cowardly communication below, save with tbe
magazine; the men were armed with Spanish knives,
in anticipation of any unmannerly attempt to board
us, when our little fleet got under weigh, and bore
down upon the forts which defend the town. Those
of my readers who never felt that class of ernotions,
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that arise in one’s mind as he hangs upon the edge of
battle, will, perhaps, indulge me, at this point, in
speaking, for a moment of my own; and the rather,
as, among other novel circumstances, waa that of my
going into this action under the respensihilities of =
commoand. Bven so. Cuplain of the bow gun, Ahem /[
Let those who were not born to command, be thank-
ful for their easier and less onerous allotment.  As for
my eminent position, it was eminently suggestive of
the thought, thet J and the edmirul had a deep stake
in the pending contest. For, my part, as I abhor all
envy, 1 was still willing to admit that he was a great
man ; though, to be entirely out and out, it was not
very easy to help feeling, just then, that the captain
of the bow gun was the—the captain of the bow gun,

Without affecting a knowledge of nice points, to
which my means of information did not extend, it
may be pertinent to remark, generally, that Monte-
video has very strong defences. The town itself is
surrounded by formidable intrenchments, while the
entrance to its deep and capacious harbor is guarded
by two forts. On passing these, we have before us,
and pearly in the centre of the bay, the strongly for-
tified isle of Rhette. Oc our starboard hand is the
towp, near the lower end of the bay, while opposite
to it on the other hand, stands Mount Lara or Sara®

* Neither may prove to be the trua spelling. Where there are no
means of yorifying names, they are given as found,
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on which, beside a light-house, is another fort. By
all these means the harbor iz so completely guarded
and controlled that any attempt upon the place by such
a naval force as ours would have been madness. Our
codperation with General Qrebes was mainly intended,
while the coup dé¢ main was left to him, to make a
diversion in his favor. But the prelude has already
ouigrown the lengih of the action. The latter is
guickly told.

By 9 au. the light wind which had brought us
under the two outer forts, died away, and before we
were fairly anchored, they began to blaze away at us.
This we were. obliged to take a8 coolly a8 we could,
till we had put things into fighting shape, and fixed
our little navy so that the fire of the enemy, which
was coming thicker and heavier, would not drive her
from her moorings., Finding, by this time, that we
had got rather deeply in debt to the Montevideans
in the articles of iron and lead, we began to throw
them back, in such a way as must have satisfied them
very soon that it was no part of our purpose to run
away in their debt. But the reader will_be so good
a3 not to expect any attempt at description on this
subject. For all general purposes, he is herehy au-
thorized to appropriate any well-written account of &
smilar conflict, inasmuch as they are generally very
similar, and very similarly deseribed ; any such ac-
count, I say, provided only, that its style he in some
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tolerable keeping with the grandeur of the subject.
Is it luminoua with incessant blazes and streams of
fire? la it dark with volumes of rising smoke? Is
it deaf with Etnean thunders? Right, reader, that
will do, and all that remaips is for you to invest my
subject with these awful honors, merely adding, the
wonders achioved by the bow gun, and that, in less
than — hours after it began to apeak, the two forts
were both silenced.

But the capital of the Oriental Republic was still
in the keeping of its chivalrous defenders, The troops
of General Orebea—1600 strong—had charged up to
the intrenchments with great spirit, anticipating the
speedy and easy triumph of their arms. They wera
met, however, by an obstinacy and force of resistance
which effectually put them out of that fond coneeit,
by thinning their number, and driving them back in
disorder. .Again were they rallied and brought to
the charge, and with similar, though more disastrous
results. With courage and numbers both sensibly
lessened, the poor fellows were once more induced,
by hard urging, to tempt the murderous fire of their
letermined enemies; but it was only to be swépt by
its hlasts as chaff before the whirlwind. Thess repeat-
ed repulses, involving the loss of a large part of his
command, compelled General Orebes to retire from
the city, relinquishi-g, for the present, all further at-
tempts at & forced occupation.
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Ax the sight of this was the signal of the failure of
the expedition, we tripped our anchom, and stood
away from under the forls as soon as possible, with
onr masts and rigging besutifully shattered and cut
up, together with 12 of our poor fellows dead, and 25
wounded.®* While standing out of the harbor, we
met the Montevidean squadron,t which obviously
oame out, less for the purpose of fighting, than annoy-
ing us. The result was, 2 little brush, which lasted
half an hour; but, instead of giving us fair play, they
kept skulking under the lees of the British and Bra-
zilien men-of-wer, knowing that we would not dare to
return their fire, for fear of embroiling ourselves with
the commanders of those neutral vessels,

YWhen the reader considers that the Englishman
and Anglo-American are connected by their destiny
with every human enterprise, and that their pervices
in that connection, whether for peace purposes, or for
those of war, are at a premium in every civilized and
half-civilized nation on the globe; and when he fur-
ther recollects the infusion of tbese elements in the
invading forces of the Buenocs Ayrean confederacy;
when, too, he comes to learn, a3 he soon will, that the

® From the manner in which this statement of numbars oeeurs in
the originul notes, it mny counest, indifferantly, with the suthot's ship,
or with the whole command, and would mark the severity of the me-
tion, seeordingly, as referred to the ons or the other, Ou the subject
of the length of the action, as wall as of the dafinite loas on shore, the

notes are entirely silent
{ Mere gun boats. Bee p. 334
o
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Orientals, as well as the Argentines, were obje;:ts o -
English sympathy in infiuential circles; when he lays
all these things together, he will naturally douby if
the saccess of the former in this instance—and it ia
but one of a long series of similar instences—be not
resolvable into the presence of these same elementa in
the conncils, and behind the parapets, of this resolute
littlo state, Apart from more direct evidence, there
is too much of the meeting of Greek with Greek, to
admit of serious question, and I shall comfort myself
with the persuasion that sueh forces, and so Anglicized,
a8 those which went against the Creoles of Monte-
video, could not, *in the nature of things," have met
with such & drubbing, unless my pugnacious country-
men, and their meddlesome Yankee-doodle cousins,
had bad a hand in it

The Montevidean government was in the practice
of employing a number of gun-boats o cruise up and
down the river for the purpose of intercepting the
Buenoce Ayrean merchantmen, as they came down
the river with supplies for the troops. While eruising
off Maldonado, we discovered what purported to be
one of these boats. She appeared to be a large one,
with a 82 pounder, and 14 men. Giving chase, we
had the good luck to catch her, though she made a
desparate effort to escape our clutches by ruoning
ashore, After taking her np to Montevideo, where
the admiral’s ship and the rest of our equadron wero

L N
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still lying, we found that, under favor of her 32,
which, by the way, proved to be a neatly executed
wooden imitation, she had all the appointments of a
pirate, even to the “Death's-head and marrow-bones,”
which we found on her concealed flag.

= Two of the crew of the captured boat were Italiana;
the remaining twelve were French. No sooner had
intelligence of this aflair reached the shipping in the
harbor, than the captain of a French man-of war came
on board the admiral’s ship, which contained the pris-
orers, to demand their surrender. And this, as we
of the forecastle understocd it, was done in the name
of hig superior officer. To this requisition, Admiral
Brown returned a point-hlank refusal, alleging that
they were pirdtes, and his prisoners. Upon this, the
Frenchman went over the ship’s side, took to his gig,
and went back into the harbor, In no long time, he
re-appeared, hove to under the admiral's ship, and
came ahoard, with express orders to fetch away both
the boat in question, and the people beloinging to her.
It should have been remarked before, that the gentle-
man returned with this second and more peremptory
demand in a corvette, or aloop-of-war, yclept Coguette.
Tho admiral, descending to his cabin, returned with
the concealcd ensign of the boat in requisition, and
spread it out on the quarter-deck—eross-bones, death’s-
head, and all. *Thers,” gaid the admiral, * there is
the flag of the boat on board of which your country-
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men were taken, It ia the flag of a pirate,® and I
will give up neither boat nor prisoners.” As soon as
the commander of the corvette had lefy, all hands
were piped to quarters, and every gun was eharged
with double shot, and three crow-bars. 'We were then
lying within pistol-shot of the Frenchman, Expect-
ing every minute that he would open fire, we were or-
dered to lie down at our quariers, in order to avoid
the rake of his first broadside. But we awaited it in
vain. The Frenchman lay there some time, as if
pausing upon the question, whether to fight, or not to
fight, and then slowly hauled off ; judging, probahly,
from the shape of things on board of our ship, thet it
might be rather easier for bim to get info trouhle, than
to get out of it .

Having given the reader some idea of the situation
of the town, of thé three main land defences, and of
the fortified Isle of Rhette, in particular including
some Teference to ita relative position; and having
also premised, as our means of offence then stood,
especially since the recent failure, that operations of a
more capital nature were unwarrantable, it was deter-
mined to accomplish the reduction of the island de-
fences, above referred to. This island, and these de-
fences, it will he borne in mind, occupy a situation be-
“tween the two outer forts and the bottom of the bay,

* This judgmaent waa conearred in without hesitation by the eaptain
of the Daphne, who was on board at the time, and who slso warmly
seconded the admiral's determination.
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with the town on one hand, and the mountain fortress
on the other.

The capture and occupancy of this place having
been decided on, the order for immediate preparation
was duly followed by the signal for the ships to get
under weigh, for the purpose of making the attack,
In executing the latter, we met the fire of the enemy’s
heavy ordnance from all her works, for some time be.
fore we gained the position from which our lighter
metal could be brought to bear. Of course, we bore it
in silence, till, having gained the requisite distance, we
dropped our anchors, and opened our broadsides. But,
a3 we were still within gun-shot from the nearest
mainland fortress, and fighting in the teeth of a fire
~ from the island, not altogether comfortable, nor very
safe, every consideration of self-respect, 2. e. of respect
for the integrity of our skip’s timbers and our own,
prompted us to make an end of the business in the
shortest possible time. It was done, accordingly.
The whole time of the action, from the commence-
ment of it on our part, till the last gun 4f the island
was silenced, was just two hours

But, sic transit was already written on our dearly-
bought conquest. Dearly bought; for our single
ehip paid for it at the rate of 6 killed and 15 wound-_
ed.* Hardly were the wounded cared for, the Buenos

* Other than this, thers in no clue to the aggregute loss'of lhe
squadron in this affair.
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Ayrean banuver afloat over the heads of the living,
and the billows of the deep ocean rolling over those
of the dead, when Commodore Puryis, of the English
navy, came off to the island in the frigate Allred, and
demanded that the placé should be given up to him :
alleging that it contained 2000 harrels of powder
which was the property of his government. A heau-
tifo] pretext, truly, and the rather as it was beautifully .
transparent, The true reason prohably was, that, the
commodors, being supposed to have & warm side for
the Montevideans, made this demand mora for the
purpose of playing into their hands, than from any
intringic necessity for the measure, growing out of the
metter of the powder. Afier remonsirating in vain,
our admiral yielded ; remarking, howeder, that he did
#o, not because justice required it, but from his un-
willingness to fire a shot against the flag of his own
nation ; that, were it otherwise, he would resist the
requisition to the last extremity, and that he wounld
gink alongside of the island rather than give it np.
‘While lying here, our ship was ordered up the river
for the purpose of procuring a supply of water. While
on this gervice, we had the following narrow escape
from Spanish treachery: This portion of the ship’s crew,
which, the reader will recollect, was about three fourths
of the whole, settled it among themselves to massacre
the rest of ns, and take the ship. The night afier the
water was filled, when the English, being fatigued,
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would be fast agleep, they were to put them all nicely
out of the way, by that throat-cutting process with
which the villains hod formerly made themselves fa-
miliar, and then run the ship into Montevideo, and
give her up to the enemy. This beautiful plan of
theirs, on which, for aught I know, they had implored
a bless.ing from every saint iu the calendar, would
bave been as beautifully cxecuted, bat for the mercy
of the King of saiuts, and for the circumstance that
Churchill, an English ship-mate, happening to under-
stand Spanish, did also happen to he so situated, while
they were making this goodly arrangement, aa to over-
hear the whole of it. IHe immediately went aft, and
reported, sccordingly, to the officer of the deck. The
consequence wad, that the precious mutiny was nipped
in the bud. The marines were ordered to stand to
their arma, All hands were piped on deck, when
* Churehill identified six of them as the ringleaders.
These chaps were immediately arrested and pnt in
irons. T¢ only need be added, that immediately on
our return, they were sent to Buenos Ayres to be
shot, and that this, with some lesser measures of &
penal character, employed with reference to those who
were leas deeply implicated, had the effect of keeping
the rest of the villains peaceable.



CHAPTER XXVIIL

Binister influence of English agents in protracting the war.—They are
woperseded with & view of pacifying the belligerenta-—DBuenoa
Ayres declines the overture to that effect.—Admiral Brown's leet
blockaded by Englieh and French forees.—Admiral Brown attempts
an esmpe, but is teken—Ordered into Momtevideo, where his
erew ia dishanded —-Author ehips in & Brazilian man-of war —Etaie
of the service illustrated by various ineidents.—Trouble st Moute-
video.—Ordered home to the Rio,~(lale.~~Damage —Lows of life.—
Protracted passage,

OF the remaining period of my connection with the
Buenos Ayrean naval service, but little remains to be
paid. Indeed, there is nothing connected with that
period worthy of the reader's notice, unless it may be
the manner in which it closed.

It appears that, for a long time—I give it a3 we of
the forecastle understood it—the English minister at
Buenos Ayres and the English admiral at Montevideo,
for reasons best known to themselves had been ge-
cretly fomenting the strife between the two republica
The latter took sides with the latter, and, without ta-
king any very active part, or otherwise committing
himself, encouraged them to prosecute the war. The
former, on the other hand, employed his diplomatic
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cunning in making the Argentines believe that honor
and interest both demanded that they should not
sheathe the sword, till their enemics were forced to
their own terms. As soon as the English government
came to understand that the two officials were playing
this game, they sent out a new admiral and & new
minister. The French government alzo superseded its
diplomatic agent at Buenos Ayres—whether for simi-
lar reasons, forecastle gossip did not inform us—and
the new appointees were both charged with the bring-
ing about of a peace hetween the two helligerenta.
But President Rosas, not being pacifically disposed,
nor, consequently, relishing the interference, declined
the overtures of the two ministers, The result was,
that, as a dernier resort, they both stepped on board
of a British man-of-war steamer, and came off to Mon-
tevideo to enforce a blockade of the Buenos Ayrean,
alizs Admiral Brown's squadron. Of all this, we knew
nothing, till three or four French, and about as many
Erglish armed ships were anchored close alongside of
us. Admirsal Sir Thomas Paisely, and a captain from
one of the French ships, came aboard of us, for the
purpose, among others, of informing all English and
French subjects, that, if they did not peaceably sub-
mii to the biockade, they would be made to feel the
penalties of the law. We were told, that we must do
no more duty in the Buenos Ayrean serviee—that we
were to remain, merely for the purpose of taking care
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of the ship, till preparations could be made for some
different disposition of us—and thus they proceeded,
till they hod visited the whole squadron. The next
movement, on the part of our pacificating friends, was
to take possession of our tender. How tenderly we
were affected by this measure, the reader will infer
from the facts, that, at this time, there was no salt
becf aboard a single ship of us, and that thus cut off
from intercourse with the Biscay, whence the tender
had hrought our supplies, we were left totally destitute
of that article—] spealk of the beef item—whether
galt or fresh. Indeed, as this precaution was to give
additional security to the blockade, it doubtless tended,
in no small measure, to bring about the following at-
tempt at the violation of it.

We had been fenced round and watched by the
combined esquadrons for a week. Our top-gallant
yards were crossed, and all our sails were bent fore
and aft A signal from the admiral told us to heave
short. 'This was about the middle of the afternoom,
We cast off our yard-arm gaskets, and crossed our
royal-yards. At 4 P.M, or a little later, he gave the
gignal for getting under weigh, and making sll sail for
Buenos Ayres. As soon as we got our anchor apeak,
we made sail, accordingly. There was a splendid
breeze on the river, and it was in the right direction.
Bearcely, however, had we begun to stand away, be-
fore the English admiral saw the trick we were abont
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to play him, when he topped up his lower boom and
fired a bow gun. Upon this, the French and English
glipped their cables, hore down upon us, opening at
the same time, a raking fire. If discretion, indeed, be
valor, and the better part of it, too, a3 some sage geniua
has asserted, then are the Spaniards and Portuguese
entitled to the highest rewards of that heroic virtue.
As captain of the forecastle, I was standing on the
bead rail, while a number of them were cat-heading
and fighing the anchor, when a shot from one of the
phipa cut off the gammon of our howsprit, close to my
feet. The consequence was that the whole of those
redoubtables, dropping the cat-fall, tumbled down the
hatches n little faster than they ever tumbled up,
whither large numbers of their countrymen were hy
no means slow in following them, DBut to return,
‘We were at o crisis.  Fate had overtaken ue in the
ghape of & French 20 gun brig.* She luffed close up
under our quarter, with her guns douhle-shotted. An
order from the admiral brought down our colors, and
dropped our anchor. It saved us a broadside, which
would have swept our quarter-deck.

Presently, a boat from the brig was alongside,
which put an officer aboard of us. But when our
captain was asked for his aword, he refused; not be-
cause the demand was not politely intimated, but for

* Décéesor Déces, in Lhe name of this ship, as per ‘‘notea” Its dobl
oneneas exclpdes it from the text,
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pooth, because its author was 8 Frenchman. In the
mean time, a5 the boat had other orders to execute,
and presuming that the chargé d'affaires would be ac-
credited, a8 a thing of course, it had left him with no
power to get away, nor yet with any recognized right
to stay. In this dilemma, our captain lowered his gig,
went off to the admirel’s ship, and told that officer
that he would not give up his ship to a Frenchman,
To this he received the short answer, that it was his
duty to yield the command to the firat officer that
boarded him. This point of etiquette overruled, he
returned, gave up his sword, and with it, they also
being demanded, the keys of the magnzine and spirit.
room.

Before a1l our chain was paid ouf, all hands were
called to up anchor again, it having been eettled, as
the event showed, that we wers to be taken into
Montevideo and disbanded. A succession of accidents
in getting up the anchor, all the result of gross mis-
management on the part of the second captain of the
forecastle, and of the second lieutenant, had made it
now pitch dark, when the English and French ships,
yuspecting bad faith, and a repetition of our recent at-
tempt to elude them, gave us a rather hroad hirt, that
if we did not start soon, they would give us some-
thing that would start us, any how. This was very
kind in them; but before the tenor of this promise
obliged thefn to lavish any more of their favors on us,



THE AUBTRALIAN CAPTIVE. 883

we were happily under weigh, and we and they got
into Montevideo at not far from 10 ».M.; when we
found the whole town, with the forts and gun-boats,
blazing with blue lighta, in honor, probably, of their
English and French patrons, and in jubilation for the
reiging of the blockade, and the prospect of returning
quiet. This was Saturday night.

Here we English seamen had our choice of three
things: to enter the English service; to return to
Buenos Ayres; or to go ashore under the protection
of our consul, where we were. The English navy
would have been my preference, had not the brig
Racer made a part of it; bad not my memory retained
traces of a certain cese of running away from that
vessel; and had not my knowledge of that case, made
me fear that, by some means, my own might come
to be connected with it.  For in thig last, and not very
unlikely event, I wag sure of calching a few dozen
that I did not want. My return to Bnenos Ayres was
even less eligible, attended as it would be, with the -
liability of being compelled to serve out the term of
my enlistment in the army, and how much longer
would be lor General Rosas, aod not me, to =ay.
Nothing remained, therefore, but to take iy chence
in the capital of the Oriental Repuhlic.

Sunday passed, and we were still in stafu quo, On
Monday morning, however, Sir Thomas Paisely, from
the Corso, came on board of us, and ordered all the Eng-
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lishmen to fall in on the starboard, and the Americans
on the port side of the quarter-deck. Now, the ouri-
osity which displayed itself on this occasion was, that
many of my countrymen, as well as myself, voted our-
sclves to be Americans, by taking the port, instead of
the starboard side. What operated with the rest, I
shall not undertake to explain, My motive is already
with the reader, As an Englishman, I knew myself
to be under certain very irksome liahilities, and con-
cluded that the safer way of escaping the one was by
repudiating the other. When Sir Thomeas came round
to inspect us, he stopped short, and looking me full in
the face said: “ A good many of you, who were Eng-
lishmen the other day, are Americans to-day.” Then,
after a little hesitation, he added, good-naturedly, as
he turned on his heel to go away: ‘It does not mat-
ter; it will all come right by and by." The iodiffer-
ence on the point in quesiion, as expressed in the
olose of this prophetic speech, had no other fulfilment
—perhaps it was all that Sir Thomas intended—than
by treating the starboard and port-siders alike, in set-
ting them all ashore at Montevideo, and possibly—
but of that I know nothing—charging our consul ag
woll with the care of the one as of the other.

One thing is certain: our officers did not send us
ashore till they had put themselves and us in great
good spirits, This wes clearly intended as an exhihi-
tion of resl generosity on the part of our superiors,
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Alaa! Father Mathew is not the patron saigt of men-
of-wars-men! The steward was ordered to bring up
all the spirita in the cabin, and fill the tub on the quar-
ter-deck, and let every man drink all he wanted. Our
captain took the first glass, and, drinking the health
of General Roaas, added, that he wished every man to
do the same. And so, indeed, he did, without waiting
for any second invitation. DBasin succeeded basin,
and viva rose on viva, and he liquored and vivaed,
and vivaed and liquored, till, a8 a natural consequence,
his basin—every man’s basin, you remember, reader—
till, 29 a natural consequence, every man's basin
scraped the bottomn, Needest thou be told, O reader!
that, by that time, the man, in question, was a few
gheeta in the wind? O tempore! O morss!

That same night, not far from the hour of ten,
having occasion to accompany some friends back to
their ship, with wham I had been passing the evening,
I found the Union, a Brazilian man-of-war, lying at
the wharf. The midshipman who had charge of the
deck, told me, on inquiry, that they were short of
hands, and, in answer to queries of his own, was in-
formed that I wished to enter their service, and that
I had justleft the squadron of Admiral Brown. Sleep-
ing oun shore, I returned the next morning and, after
chaffering with the second lieutenant, was shipped ab
$10 per month and a bounty of 80 millreas for twelve
months.
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The day following, on going ashore for my things,
I learned that one of my late shipmates, a Buenos
Agyrean, had met his end the night before in the
manner go shockingly common in these countries,
The poor fellow, it would seem, having liquored a
little too freely, so far loat his reckoning as to fancy
himself reeling along one of the streets of his own
Buenos Ayrea, At all events, he vocifernted : “Viva
bs Rosas /" The.mistake was mortal. In less than
an hour he waa found, the subject of one of those
operations on the throat-pipe, which the Spanish knife
knows so well how to perform for it, when it emits
aught heretical, whether in religion or politics.

QOur ship was under orders to cruise up and down
the river, and off the mouth of it, in order to protect
the interests of the emperor's commerce in those quar-
ters. Before sailing for Buenos Ayres, which we did
in somnething less than a week, six of my late ship-
mated joined us. We then got under weigh for that
Place, and cast anchor in the outer roads. A heavy
gale soon after made us drag our anchor, drove us
ashore, and lost us our rudder. For the recovery of
the rudder, the captain offared a reward of ten dollars,

_and various expedients were employed for its recovery
for pearly a week. At length a half-Indian eatitled
himself to the ten, by diving in — fathom water and
bending on to it. The next day it was rehung, when
we stood farther up toward the town. In doing this
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latter, which was gome time in the evening, we paiased
a British man-of-war, which fired a gun, as s sigﬁa]':
for us to heave to. For some reason, our captain paid
no attention to it. The signal was repeated, and with
the pame suocess. Now it was, that the Englishman,
having failed to ohtain a Aearing, charitably determined
to send us something that would make us feel. And,
bang / it came, crossing our fore-foot, hut happily doing
us no bodily harm. Upon this, our Brazilian com-
mander ordered our sails clewed up and our anchor let
go immediately, While executing these orders, we
were boarded by a boat from the English ship, The
busineas of the officer was %o inform ns, that none of
our boats were to go ashore till after they should be
overhauled, to see whether they had any contraband
goods aboard.* We lay here three months.

The day before we were to sail to Montevideo, it
came on to blow pretty hard. The captain's gig, in
coming off from the shore with that officer on board,
capaized, and two of the crew were drowned ; the reat
being picked np by the launch of a British man-of-
war. On aailing the next day, and when two hours
out from Buenos Ayres, the gale rather suddenly rose
to such a pitch of viélence, as furnished & fair ocoa-
gion for thinking of the contrast between Brazilian and

# From this and & subsequent reference it would appear that the
vities of Buenoa Ayres and Montevideo were both aubjecta of & bloek

ade by the combined English and French fleets, The editor has ne
imeans at hand of verifying or correcting these incidental allusions.
P 22
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Pritish aeamanship. Whal constituted the partiog- -
larity of the occasion, referred to, was the carrying
sway of our topmast, and all for the want of the quick
time in which the erew of an English or Amsrican
ship would have furled the sails on such an emergenoy,
Ths fact is, tLat, on board & Brazilian man-of-war, it
is Rpcessary to call the men, sbous three hours before
they are wanted, especially for fighting purposes, or
for going alof} in squally weather. When sll handa
are piped, the boatawain's male goes down nround the
Jower deck, bamboo in hand—it is four fept long and
o thiok a8 a men’s finger—and drives themup. Apd
wall ig it for him if, before the hindmost in his drove
sre up ona of the hatchways, soms of the foremoet are
Rot mmperi.ng down another. Generally, howaves,
a3 these ships have three boatawain's mates, they em-
ploy one in driving them' off the bower deck, while
the other two are very economically employed in driv-
ing them to the different portions of tha work, hither
skd thithar, Afier the men have been sent alofy, by
swh ineans 23 these, and are, we will supposs; lying
¢ni on the yards, whether to loose sails, or reef ar
farl, the captain, if not satiafled that they are all in
their prepar places, will sometimes order them to Aold
o, and malke the elork brmng up the list, and call thair
names, Then woe to the poor lubber in regard to
whor the superior’s auspicions prove oorrest! He i
called from aloft, ordered to the gengway, where the
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boatswain is directed to seize him up and flog him;
not with any consideration of bis dignity e a man or
a Christian, by catting, but by rattaning him, as if he
neither belonged to the brotherbood of Christians or
of men, which humiliating reflection was formerly pre-
mided.

Another peculiarity in the case just noticed, though,
indeed, it is common to all floggings in the Brazilian
navy, is, that neither agent nor subject is allowed to
know, beforeband, how far the infliction is to proceed.

The consequence is, that the former floga away till be
" has counted fifty, when, pauging and turning to ths
captain, who stands by to see that his will is duly
executed, Be notifies him of the fact If the fifly sat-
isfy him, well ; if otherwise, he d——a the flagellator
and bids him go on; which he does, with no other
than the necessary intermissions for the purpose of
notifying the successive fiftrea, It is hut just to re.
mark, however, that, if the fifties are to be many times
repested, the boatswain i8 very considerately reliaved
by his assistants. So that, for instance, when tbe high-
est namber—four hundred—ie to be imposed, he i
reinforced by, at Ieast, two of his subordinates.

In the English or American service, the right of
punishment vests exclusively.in the first officer of the
ship in which it is to be exercised. A Brazilian pe-
caliarity is, that the captain sharea that right with the
firt Moutenant. Qur lieutenmnt, on mmming $80 from

i .
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his chest, one evening, naturally suspected his Spanish
servant boy, and ordered the sergeant of the guard to
call him. He was about fifteen years of age. Save
the sentinels, the man at the lock-out, and myself, who
was standing ifi the gangway and attending to the
lead, nt the time, the boy and all hands had just
tarned in for the night, for it was now nine o'clock.
‘When the lad made his appearance on deck, his mas-
tor charged bim with the thefl of the money, and
demanded what he had done with it. To this the
point-blank reply was, that he bad not seen it, and
knew nothing of it. 'The boatswain’s mate, who had
been called to the gangway for the purpose, was then
ordered to flog bim, which he did, with the regular
notation of the fifties, till he had ennounced the fourth,
During this long process, the young rogue was told,
from time to time, that the flogging should cease, the
moment he would confess where the money was.
Upon receipt of the 200, however, he * peached,” by
gaying that he had taken the money, and gambled it
swey among the marines. Whereupon the officer,
with true Punic faith, ordered the poor little fellow
an additional forty-eight, to “ top off with.” Terrihly
cut up, and more dead than alive, he was then taken
below, and whether treated to camphor, or aalt and
vinegar, this deponemt esith not. The lieutenant
would flog a man for “locking black” at him. He
was a true sayage. .As to the implicated marines

R
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they were called up the next day, and took & oool 200
apiece, '

The reader who may have detected, in the last few
paragraphs, any deviation from the more direct course
of our voyage du historigue, will be kind enough to con-
sider, that we were all but forced into it by that un.
lucky gale which cansed us the less ghostly damage
of carrying away our topmast at the pame time. He
will remember, too, that, at that time, we bad just
left the city of the Argentines, and were under sail
for the capital of the Oriental Repuhlic of the Urua-
guay. Arrived off the city, which, like that we had
just left, was blockaded by the English and French
fleets, we joined the small Brazilian squadron then ly-
ing at that place. Here we met with the following
pair of misfortunes. The first was the seizure of one
of our boats, one Sunday morning, while in the act
of violating the blockade by running ashore a load
of arms and ammunition, Al]l our other boals were
immediately—I use the word in the Brazilian sense— ~
were immediately manned and ordered to the rescue.
But, hefore we could get there, the boat in question
was lying clase alongride of the Veroon, one of the.
English shipg, and the captors refused to give it up
on any condition. The yoke-fellow of this item of
- 1ll-luck was, that the combined English and French,
beside making a prize of our hoat, made prisoners of
our whole squadron, ahsolutely refusing to let us stir,
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tack or sheet, till they could send to the Rio to de-
mand and receive eatisfaction of the emperor, for tha
~ violation of the blockade, in the premises above stated,

The ship-to which I belonged, had now been in the
La Plata, and tbe near neigbborkood of the mouth of
that mighty river, for four years. At the time here
referred to—eight montha from the date of my enlist-
ment---she waa fonnd to demand extensive and indis-
pensable repairs, and was, accordingly, ordered home
to the Rio for that purpose. That thiz mensure was
not premature, was sufficiently proved, when on get-
ting fairly out of the river, a smart gald carried away
our main-yerd, together with our jib-boom, on which
were four men at the moment, who were lost; and,
especially, when, at the same time, she sprung such a
leak as made it hard work at the pumps, night and
day, to keep her aftoat, till we run her into the Rio:
In making this place from Montevideo—a distaree of
1000 miles—wo were only twenty-one days,



CHAPTER XXIX.

Bhipa in an English merchantman for the ¢oast of China—Dismasted
in a gale, with loes of lives.—Doubles the Cape, and reaches Valps

. raiso—Talen sick at the latter place, where his ship leaves him.—
Notice of Valparaiso, the Chilians, et eet.—Six montbs in & Chilisn
trader, in which be visits Baotiago, Lima, and other places oun thé
coast,-—Sees Denmark—Revisita Bahia —Voyage to Maya, one of
the Cape Verde islands.—Bterility —Manufacture of salt —Half-day
on ghore,~—Dlvnkey-haek procession to the “salt pans,” with the se-
compantment of & driver.-—In pasting & ehureb, author's asinua cars
ries him, nolens polens, into the veatibule, there giving great sandsl
by guzzliog the “holy water”—Short ceremony of expulsion, fol-
kowed by a short and slmrp diseussion, snd how it ended —ERio Ju-
neiro,—New Orleans—Liver pool—New Orleams again—Agsin ad
Liver pool---8hips for 8t. Johns, N.BE—Pleasant adventura.among
the passengers—TFollows it ashore wt New York-— Attenda it into
the went of tho Empire State, where it metures into matrimony -
Whereupou the author apologizeth to the reader, and endeth his
story. :

WHILE our ship was undergoing the repairs, for
which, as the reader may recollect, she had been or-
dered into Rio Janeiro, my time was up, and I went
and entered myself for a voyage lo China, in an Eng-
lish merchantman,

July 18, 1845. We sailed from the Rio, and had &
very pleasant passage, till we encountered a gale off
the Falkland islands, by which we were dismasted,
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with the loas of four of the people of the ship. After
the gale was over, We got up a jury-mast, which
brought us into one of the islands. Here, aa we were
unable to supply the main-mast, we got up three jury-
masts, with which, under favor of Providence, we
safely doubled the stormy Cape, and reached Valpa-
1aiso, where we lay three weeks, before the mast and
yards were fitted, and everything ataut for the prose-
cution of our voyage. DBut before she was ready to
sail, I was taken sick, and carried to the hospital,
where my ship left me, under the eare of the English
consul,
My confinement, which was from a fever, lasted for
. saven weeks. And a matter of five weeks more, be-
fore I betook myself again to the water, afforded me
an opportunity of looking round a little among the
Chilinns,
Valparaiso is the only city of much eommercial im-
"portance in this republie. It has a population ef
15,000 or 16,000, and is situatecannde_:r the beetling
cliffi which overhang the semi-circular bay. The
only street which is worthy of the name, follows the
course of the bay, 1s between the rocks on one hand,
and the deach on the other, and is not far from three
miles in length. Herc aro the houses of the opulent,
while those of the poor are among the ravines of the
hills, and the interstices of the rocks. "The bay is de-
lightful, end altogether, though it has no splendid
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edifices, the town is decidedly plessant *Santiago,
the capital, is situated in a richly wooded plain, at an
elevation of 2600 feet above the sea, which renders
the climate agreeable and salubrious, Its aspect ia
irregular and picturesque. The dark tints of the fir
and olive, with the lighter hues of the mimosa min-
gled with steeples and houses, produce a novel and
imposing effect. The houses having, in general, only
one floor, and being surrounded hy large gardens, the
town appears completely overshadowed with foliage.
Each house, in general, stands by itself, and, being
strongly barricaded toward the street, forms a little
fortress. They are one or two stories high, and built
of unburnt brick. The streets, however, are regular-
ly laid out, paved, and fnrnished with footpaths. Thae
cathedral, several of the churches, and the director's
palace, may be reckoned handsome, though they do
not exhibit anything very splendid in architecture.
The Alameda, & mile in length, and planted with a
double row of trees, is one of the finest promenades in
South America,”* * * #

But for the voleanic action constantly going on in
the neighboring Andes, causing frequent and ruinous
earthquakes, and keeping the inhabitants in constant
fear of their lives, this would be one of the most de-
lightful countries on the globe. It is exceedingly
healthy, nor is there anything desirable or valuable

* Encydopedia of Gteography.

P*
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among metals, minerals, or vegetables, which it doed
not yield in great abundance.

The inbabitants, like those of all the Hispanio-Am-
eritan states, are gay, polite, bospitable, and ignorant.
The ladies are darkly beautiful, exquisitely fond of
music and the dance, and perform both to admira-
tion. Here the opposite sex are at once distinguished
and confounded by the broad flat hat, and the not
ungraceful poncho. This is said to be the native soil
of the potato, and it certainly grows here in great
perfection. Wine is largely manufactured from the
native grape. The yerda, or Paraguay tea, is also in-
digenous. The decoction takes the name of matte,
and all drink it nearly scalding hot, and in profuse
quantities. Among amusements, in addition to the
dance already noticed, bull-fighting holds & prominent
place, a8 it does, indeed, in all Spanish countries.
The population is known only by conjecture. The
more moderate estimate of 1,500,000, is believed to
be the true one. But I forget the long way that thig
chapter is to carry us.

Shipping myself in a Chilian craft, which was em-
ployed in the coasting trade, I enjoyed the easy op-
portunity of extending my acquaintance with the
maritime parts of tbe country, as also of visiting San-
tiago, its capital, of which I have already spoken, and
Lima the chief city and seat of government of the
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Peruvian republie, and various other inland portions
of the two countries.

Peru, under the incas, was the largest native empire
in South America. It extended more than 2,000 miles
on the coast. It is helieved that, in that period, the
poll was more generally and successfully cultivated
than gince it haz been under the management of its
Spanish masters. The whole of the rivers appear to
have been wsed for purposes of irrigation, and the
mountains were terraced to their topa Among the
evidences of the advanced state of civilization in an-
cient Peru, are the remains of the royal road from
Cuozeo to Quito, a distance of 1,600 miles; a construe-
tion the more remarkahle from the deep ravines which
were bridged, and the many other obstacles which
wrere overcome by it.  Its present population is taken
to be—for nobody knows—about 1,600,000, and is
made up of Spaniards, Indians, and Negroes, together
with the offspring of intermarriages among these vari-
ong classes. The unmixed native population, how-
ever, though greatly degraded, is, by far, the mosat
numerous. Of agriculture, there is but little, and of
commerce and manufactures, less. The proverbial
Potosi—now included in Bolivia or Upper Pern—is a
solid mass of silver ore, 18,000 feet in height, and has
a circumference of eighteen miles, The annual pro-
duets of the gold and silver mines of this country have
besn eatimated at $8,000,000.
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That the .ladies of Peru are fascinating, and that
they know it, and are intolerable coquettes, given to
flirtation, and not always averse to an inirigue, ap--
pears to-be pretty generally conceded, even by those
whose descriptions sre most favorable. Wrapping
around their faces their large loose cloaks of black
silk gauze, * they sally forth, and amuse themselvea hy
sddressing their friends without being known by
them ; mixing with the crowd to view whalever ex-
hibition may be going forward, and, it is too likely, in
still more culpable indiscretions.” Justice, too, com-
pels the acknowledgment, that both sexes are ruinously
fond of gambling, and that household duties are sub-
jects of the most deplorable neglect. Notwithstand-
ing these maculz in Peruvian character, it would be-
{ray & want of common fairness not to aay', that it is also
courteous, generous, humane and hospitahle. These
are matters of which, for the most part, I can pretend
to no personal knowledge; but of which, for ohvioua
reasons, it still seemed improper to omit this passing
notice.

For the same obvious reasons, I must he allowed a .
word on the subject of the capital of this Ultra-Andean
republic; and she rather as, on s subject, I shall
only speak of what T enjoyed the opportunity of ascers
taining from personal observation; and not any the
less my own, if given to the reader in the language of
& countryman, “Lima next to Mexico, the most
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splendid city of Spanish America, is sitnated about
six miles in the interior from its port of Callao. Itis
of a form nearly semi-circular; two miles long, and
ono and & half broad ; the base being washed by the
river Limae, It issurrounded by a wall of brick and
clay, twelve feet high, but capable merely of serving
for purposes of police. The houses run in straight
lines, dividing the city into & multitude of squares of
various forms and dimensions. They are built wholly
of timber, cane and unburnt brick, and are seldom
more than one, scarcely ever more than two, stories
high; but those of the rich are snrrounded by porti-
coes, or open courls, inclosed by high walls and gates,
which being, as well as the interior, painted with
figures as large ns life, and adormed with wooden
pillars, calored in imitation of stone, make avery gay
appearance. The plaza, or principal square, is, as in
other Spanish citics, surrounded by all the finest edi-
fices. The viceroy’s palace, however, is an old, plas-
tered, and unsightly structure of a reddish color, the
lowest story of which is strangely occupied by a row
of mcan shops, abovo which is a gallery open to the
public, The apartments, now employed as govern-
ment offices, display some vestiges of decayed magnifi-
cence. The cathedral is an elegant bnilding, with a
stone front, and two towers of considerable height;
and the interior, particularly the great altar, is, or, at
least, was, excessively rich, Cloge to it ig the arch-
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bishop's palace, elegant, adorned with green balconies,
though with the same bad taste of having little shops,
among others, a drinking shop, on the ground floor,
There are twenty-five convents in Lima, with churches
attached to them; and ffteen nunneries. The con-
vent of San Francisco, with its appendnges, ia the
most extensive, and, though not so rich, is more ele-
gant than the cathedral. An immense treasure in the
precious metals was contained in these establishmenta;
hut during the revolution, great part has been ahstract-
ed, though the base materials substituted have been
carcfully gilded over. The population of Lima is
reckoned by Caldcleugh at 70,000, of whom about
25,000 are Spaniards, 2,600 clergy, 15,000 free mulat-
toes, 15,000 aslaves, 7,200 mestizoes, 5,200 Indians,
Mr. Stephenson estimated the number at 87,000, and
Mr. Proctor heard it reckoned at above 100,000; but
no recent eensus has been taken. Callao, communica-
ting with Lima by a very fine road, has an excellent
harbor, formed by two islands. The forts by which
it is defended are bandsoms nnd strong; end Callao
itself is a considerable town, with 6,000 inhabitants.”
In these eities—any IHispanio-American cities;
but I now speak, more particularly, of the Chilian
and Peruvian capitals—it i3 impossible for the most
non-observing foreigner to aveid the sight of the nu-
merous ecclesiastics, or escape the conviction that they
are at once 8 heavy tax on the industry of the people,
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and that the example of their indolence and viee
hangs es an incuhus on all moral and industrial enter-
prise. Nothing is more obvious than that the people
hold them in demerved contempt for their dronigh
profligacy ; nor is anything better known, at the same
time, than that the same people touch their hais to
them in the streets, huy their whim-whams, and send
their wives and daughters to them for confession,
where, as has been very naively said, “the big sin-
ners pardon the little ones,”

Returning to Valparaiso, upon the close of the six-
months’ cruise, I embarked in an Austrian veasel,
bound to Copenhagen, with a general cargo. As
nothing marked this voyage which would he like-
ly to interest the reader, I will only say of it, that
doubling the stormy Cape twice, it was accomplished
in little more than six months. In the Alberi, an
American ship, Capt. Thompson, I passed around the
Homn for the last time. She was bound to Bahia,
Here I entered the hark Cuba, Capt. Blanchard. ¥
* % # % % After proceeding to Rio Jaueiro,
and walling there for some time, we sailed away for
the Isl® of Mayo, for a cargo of salt.

This island, with the group to which it belongg, is
claimed by the Portuguese government, thoogh geo-
graphically connected with Africa. This group, known
s the Onpe Verd Islands, ia situated 80 miles from Cape
Verd, on the main land, and is composed of ten islanda
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Three of these, St. Jago, St. Antonio, and St. Nichs
olas, are large, the rest are smaller. To this latter
class Fugo belongs, which, true to its nrme, i3 the seat
of an active voleano. “The chief growth is cotton,
which is experted to Africa; and a very flne breed
of mules and asses i¢ reared, many of which are sent
to the West Indies. Qoats, pbultry, and turtles
abound. Salt is formed in large quantities by natu-
ral evaporation, particularly in Mayo, where there is
an extenaive pond, into which the sea is received at
high water, and the salt completely formed before
next tide.” From the natural sterility of these islands,
and their liability to excessive drouths, the people are
sornetimes subjected to great distress for the means of
subsistence. Most of my readers will readily recol-
lect the famine of 1831, when of a population of
88,000,* one fourth are eaid to have perished.

On the Isle of Mayo, where we obtained onr cargo,

I saw but a single white man. He was an English-
man, and kept a grocery in the place. The face of
nature ig dreary and desolate. Doubtless the goats
and donkeys found vegetable food somewhere. I can
only may, that I saw none. With the exceptions

* For this number, as well as various other matters of a porely
statiatic character, these pages are, ocessionally, indebted to tha
« Encyelopedin of Geography,” together with other competent author-
itien Where » quotation ia properly such, it is marked accordingly ;
or otherwise, the substance of the author is given in the langusge of
the narrative.
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_named, Tocks, and sand, and salt, are the only produc-
tions of the island. The last-named of these minerals
is brought from the “ salt pans™—two miles from town
—on the backs of the donkeys, of whom two hundred,
thus employed, may sometimes be counted at once.

The only mentionable incident which occurred at
this place, was the following:—On our humble and
earnest application, the skipper had granted us “a day
ashore,” on condition that we should hire an equal
number of native substitutes in the labor of taking in .
cargo. Only, we were to go ashore in two parties,
between whom the day was to be equally divided; in
order to which, the party landing first, were to return
at noon. Mine being the forenoon division, we land-
ed early, and lost no time in preparing to celebrate
our half of the day.* In order to this, it was not only
settled that we were to eat and drink as many good
things &s our purses could procure on the island, but
that we must also have a donkey-ride, and see as
many of the “elephants” as our time would permit.
The donkeys were engaged, accordingly, together
with & boy npiece, who was to discharge the funec-
tion of driver. This attendance was not all for state ;
it was equally demanded hy convenience to ourselves,
not to plead the immemorial custom of’ the island,

* The day in goestion, was July 4, 1848 ; taxt as there ia no refer-
anee in the memoranda to anything American in the “doings” of if,

it appeared sa well to let it fall out of the taxt into this note, where tha
sans ceroanonia treatmant is Less likely to be & sobject of animed rergicn,
23
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For who, under an African sun, hot enough to canse
his liquefaction, would like, on an excursion of pleas-
ure, t00, to work his passage by plying the cudgel him-
self, when an additional shilling would leave him at his
case, and, of course, more at liberty to *see thinga?”
We had been driven to the “aalt pans” and back
again; thence, to my countryman’s refectory, where
we partook of an early dinner; and thence we took
it through the town—the long, flapping ears before,
- and the busy gads behind, So far the asinade was
neither all tragedy on the one hand, norall farce on the
other; but about an equal mixture of hoth. It was
moving on with as much decorum, perhaps, as its.
Oriental character demanded, till juat as it neared the
little native church, when my *dapple” enacted an
interlude utterly unbefitting his own gravity, as well as
the quiet dignity of the oocasion, and which, for afew
moments, threatened a catastrophe of a character de-
cidedly tragic. As in all catholic churches, the mar-
ble or other stone, hasin, containing the consecrated
water, stood in the vestibule of the sacred edifice, hy
which we were about to pass; and, as isalsd catholic cus-
tom, the outer door stood open, for the reason that good
Catholics frequent the church at all hours of the day.
Such were the circumstances, when my donkey
sicented the holy water, and instigated by thirst, headed
directly for the exposed entrance toit. For me, my
nautical tact was totally at fault. For, before I could
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tell which rope to pull, or had time to back my main-
atay, or lower my jib-boom, Long-ears had plunged
his profane proboscis into the aqua sanctis, and, as
the watering phrase is, was * filling in,” as if, for want
of water enough to moiaten his glottis, he had not been
ahle to hray the eight notes for a month. All this fell
out in sight and hearing of a posse of mele devotees,
who chanced, at the moment, to be in and near the
desecrated premises. An exclamation and a rush were
mmultaneous, The former, done into English, more
than ¢mplied that the arch enemy was either ¢n or under
me; I was not quite certain which. At all events,
and to make a safe case of it, they expelled us both,
and with a force and seddenness, as well as with sueh
a verbal flourish on the subject of Inives, as left me
in no doubt that, whichever of us might have been
satanized in the above ejaculation, I was held respon-
sible for the desecration and the drink. It may have
been well for all of us, possibly, that mw previous
gleanings in the vernacular of the islanders enabled
e, not only to understand, but to make myself un-
derstood oo this occasion. The use made of it, after
the necessary expenditure of a few vociferations for
the purpose of gaining sudience, was, that the game
with the fighting irona they had tallred about, was one
that they would not have eatirely in their own hands,
and that they would be about aa likely as anybody,
1o lose & little claret on the ocoasion.
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Iow, whether it was the unexpected hearing of
their uwn language, from so unexpected a quarter,
that induced the hesitation, or whether it was caused
by the gasconade which had gone home to their un-
derstandings, through that medinm, are points of no
material consequence; but so it was, that they fairly
started back, as struck by a powerful surprise, de-
manding, as they did so, if I was not a “ Portugee.”
They were answered, that I was not; but this they
very courteously refused to believe. I had proved
myself to be Portuguese enough, that waa clear. It fol-
lowed, that I must be as good a Catholic, and, by the
most orthodox of all consequences, as innocent of any
intentional dishonor to their place of worship, as any
of themselves. Of course they had, because they
would have, the thing in their own way; and we, who
had met as enemies, parted as friends,

Aug. 10, 1846, we arrived at Rio Janiero, where we
exchanged our cargo of salt for another of coffee, and
made gail for New-Orleans, where we arrived Nov. 2.
Here, leaving Capt. Blanchard and the Cuba, I shipped
in the Albania, Capt. Cruill, with a cargo of cotton,
flour, and Indien corn, bound for Liverpool. Owing
to adverse winds, especinlly wheo we were off Cape
Clear, our voyage was protracted, and attended with
cousiderable damage.

Jar, 28, 1847, we were in Liverpool. Having sailed
from New-Orleans Nov. 15, our passage oosupied
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sixty-nine days, twenty-three of which we were box-

hauling about in the Chennel. Here we lay twenty
days, While discharging cargo, it ceme to pass that

our poor ship happened to be caught in doing a little

busineas in the contrahand line, and that she was com-

pelled to “ walk up to the Cap'n’s office and settle,”

to the tune of seventy-five pounds sterling. As soon

a8 we were clear of this, and the unsmuggled part of

our cargo, we got under weigh for New-Orleans once

more, which was—

Feb. 12, with a load of Trish passengers. The pas-
sage was made in sixty-three days. Here I took to
the Carthaginian, Oapt. Isaacs, shipping only for the
Tun to Liverpool.

April 30, found us under weigh for the above desti-
nation. When in the Gulf of Mexico, our ship sprung
a leak, and it took all hands at the pumps to keep her
free, till we arrived in Liverpool, which was not till
the last of June.

Here lay the ship Queen, Capt. McLean, just rea.dyl
to sail for New-York, with a load of passengers, and
thence to St. John’s, New-Brunswick, for a cargo of
Jumber. Wishing, for reasons unimportant to the
render, to make the voyage with her, I shipped ac-
cordingly ; fully intending, after its accomplishment,
to revisit my native place and surviving friends, from
whom I had now been separated fifteen years, It fell
out otherwise. The passengers consisted, mostly, of



353 THE AUSTRALIAN CAPTIVE

families from the north and south parts of my native
island, who were in quest of homes among their Yan-
kee relations on this side of the water. Among these,
T was happy in meeting with that large and agreeable
clasm of people known, the world over, as “oid ac-

" and happier still in making at least one

quaintancs,
newone. The consequence was—it could not be helped;
at least T thought 80 no long time afler the first inter-
change of Iglancea with the Caledonian maid—the con-
sequence wasg, that, before we reached New-York, I
was fully made up to leave ship at that place, and fol-
- low this new adventure to one of the western coun-
ties of the Empire State. There—for thither, time,
in due process, brought us—there my story ends, and
with i¢, as I trust and intend, all my ocean, if not all
my earthly wanderings. I have seen mﬁny countries,
endured many hardships, escaped many dangers, and
owe a tribute of many thanks to that infinitely benign
Being who has watched over and preserved me. My
narrative, however unpretending in the manner of its
recital, claims at least the negative virtue of not hav-
ing travelled out of the record. That it has a matrimo-
nial ending, after the manner of most worka of fiction,
will not, it is hoped, detract from this its humble
merit,-in the premises; as, bappily for the author, im-
sgination has as little to do with that matter, as with
any other matter of fact. '
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A,

As the manuscript papers afford nothing likely to prove satie-
factory on the sulject of conviets and the convict system, in
Van Diemen’s Land and the other settlements referred to, the
reader is presented with the following. It is intended for Van
Diemen's, but is, doabtless, applicable to the whole. It ia de-
rived from the Van Diemen’s Land Almanse for 1882 :—% Van
Diemen’s Land being a station for the reception of offenders from
Great Britain, it may, perhaps, be expected that s portion of

" these pages should be allotted to o subject which is very imper-
fectly understood at home, although of very considerablo hinpor-
tance. There are two leading heads eonnected with this suhjeet:
the geners) state of Crown prisoners, and the incentives to good
conduet with which they are presented. Upon the first point, ig
may be remarked, that all persons that are transported Lither
without reference to any previous circuminstances whatever, are
either placed in the pnblie service, or are assigned to private in-
dividuala, immediately npon landing, according to their severul
qualifications, These who belong to the first class, are com-
pelled to devoto the whole of their time to such oceupations ns
are allotted them; and in return, are fed, clothed, and lodged at
the expense af the Crown. All‘mechnnics and lalorers reside
in barracks, built expressly for the occasion ; but those who are
employed as clerks in any of the public offices, ure permitted to
live elsewhere, and recaive an ananuval pittance, varyiog from £10
to £18 per snnom, together with & small sum for clothing. The
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regulations in fores with respéct tn the whole body, effectnally
render their condition one of uovarying punishment; for they
are not allowed the exercize either of time or talents for their
own sdvantage, nor are they suffered to possess property, even
if they have friends who wooll place such at their disposal.
Those who are assigned to private individuals, must be dona fids
In the service of their nasiers. They are not allowed to live
away from lis roof—must not be paid wages—not work for
themselves—can go mowhere without a pass—in fact, although
possessing a sort of comparative Hberty, are still under the closest
control imaginable. The Colonial lows against harboriog pris-
oners are extremely scvere, visiting with heavy fines all trans-
gressors; and to which persons may very innucently render
themselven lialla, so various and comprehensive are the enaot-
ments, * * * * The state of persons who aresent hither for their
offences shoald Le oone of punishment. They have no right to
expect otherwise; yct that which is misery to one man, is
thought nothing of by another;” [from which, with other con-
siderations, the article argues in favor of diacriminalion in the
treatrnent of prisoners]. '

With regard to the second part of this subject, or the indul
genoea that are open to prisoners ae & reward for good cooduct,
they are, priocipally, tickets of leave, by which the holder is free
from comnpnlsory labor; and emaneipations, which restore free-
dom, as far as regards the Colony, but do not permit the indi-
vidual to leave it. But there are other intermediate steps which
- may be considered to partuke of the natore of indulgences, such
a8 gitnations in the police, &c., that are only conferred on porsona
of good character, hut which open the road, at the end of a given
period, to certain and considerable sdvantages. The fixed rule
with regard to indwlgence is undeviating good conduct, nnd length
of service, Tersons who ore transported for seven years, must
bave resided four io the Colony before they are admisible to a
ticket of leave—for fourteen, six—for life, eight. Emaacipations

may be hoped for, by fourteen years' inen, at the end of two.

thirds of their sentence; by thoso who are fur lifo, after having
been here twelve years ; but one single act that aball have hrought
the individual before & magistrate, so a3 Lo have a record of mis-

~
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behavior against his name, no matter how alight its naturs, thera

is po saying how long, and the olaim he might fancy he bad, ao-

cording to the rule now laid down, becoines altogethar forfeited,”
" » » - "

B

THE BUMRUM, VEL BOOMERING.

To enlarge the reader's acquaintance with, and to give him,
perbaps, a juster appreciation of the native Australian skill in
handicraft matters, & printed article had been selected for this
work on the subject indicated st the head of thia note, Unhep-
pily, that article has been mislaid and iost. Forits details, which
were minute, as was demanded by ao great s marvel, this pres-
ent article can do but little rnoré than furnish the substance of
Mr. M‘Culloch’s very brief account of it (se¢ Un, Gas, Art. Aus-
tralis) ; aided to sowme small extent by recollections of our lost
articls, as also of verbal description, obtained some time since,
by the subject of the foregoing advenlures,

* The bumrum is a wooden missile ; coneavo-convex; ourved,
end very thin. Launched by a skilful hand, it flies off in a
straight line, parallel with, and near the surface of the ground,
for the matter of fifty rods. Then it monuts high in air, per-
forming a variety of the wildest apd most hife-like motions, At
Jength it strangely begins its return; more strangely still, it falla
“ within a few yards of the thrower” (M‘Culloch}; and moet
strangely of all, it inzariably doea this—flies off horigontally;
gyrates into the heavens; then retorns, and fioslly drops at tha
feet of the projector. Though this is & savage plaything, it ia
oconsionally mede useful by being sent among a Hight of hirda,
when above the farthest-reachivg spear. In this case, its ap-
proach is af once so tortuone and so swift as ntterly lo confonnd
the sagncity of the gnine in ity attempts to escape. Our edven-
turer advises us, however, that this masterpiece of native in-
genuity finds but few, comparatively, who know how to nse it}
and fewer still who are equal to its constrnotion. The specimens
Q
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poesessed by his tribe were imported from other, and remots
commuuities, A few counld use, but not one of his large tribe
could manunfacture, 8 bumrum.

C.
A SIXTH CONTINENT. -

“ A¥ extraordinary phenowenon, presented in the Sounthern
Ocean, may ronder our gettlements in New South Wales of still
more eminent importance. A sixth continent is in the very act
of growth before our eyes! The Pacific is sputted with islands
through the immensa space of pearly fifty degrees of longitnde,
wnd as many of latitnde, Every one of these islands seems to be
merely a centrul spot for the formotion of coral banks, which, by
8 perpetual progress, are rising from the unfathomable depths of
the sea. The vmion of a few of these tnasses of rock, sbapes
itself into an island; the seeds of plants are carried to it by the
birds, or by the waves; ond from the moment that it overtops
the waters, it is covered with vegetation. The new island con-
stitntes, in its turn, & cenire of growth to another circle. The
great powers of aature appear to be atill in peculiar activity in
this region, and, to lier tardier processes, she sometimes takes
the assistence of the volcanc and the earthquake. From the
south of New Zealand to the north of the Bandwich Islands, the
waters abunddftly teemm with those future seats of civilization.
Btill, the coral insect, the diminutive builder of all these mighty
pilea, plies his work; the ocean is intersected with mnyriads of
thess lines of foundations; and, when the rocky substructure
shall heve excluded the ses, then will come the dominion of
man."—Liverpoo! paper,

D.
BTATE OF AGRICULTURE

“THAT & 1and enjoying one of the finest climales in the world,
with a soil as good for coltivation ms any oue on which the sng
ever shone, should remain untilled, ia & subject deeply to be re-
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gretted; but thus it ia, A great portion, probably nineteen-
twentieths, of the wbole of thesa islands, is ancoltivated. Ag-
ricultare, with but three or four honorable exoeptions, is conficed
principally to the native oo, (a sort of chisel for digging the
ground,) which produces little or nothing mmore than wlat is
needad for home consminption, and supplies for the fow ghips that
touch here; while .the soil, that might produce exports to the
amouot of millions of dollars, yearly, is euffered to rernain in
the same state in which it bas lain for untold sges,”——Miwicn-
ary Herald for 1839, 7

E

FROM " QQB8IP OF BEA TRAVEL;
BHY THE LATE HENEY B. CHIPMAN.”

* * % “TrigrpaN is one of a group of three islands, called,
ou the charts, ‘ The Nightingale Isles:' * Inaceesaible,’ aod ¢ Night-
ingale,’ being the nawes of the other two. The first mentioned
—Tristran da Cunha—is the largest end most oortherly, and is
the only one of the group that is inbabited, It is nearly half-
way between Sonth America aod Africa, being somewhat nesrer
the latler, and is, in size, about six miles squarg. It rises, at the
northern part, to an elevation of a thousand feet, perpendicular ;
then commences a table-Tnd, from the midst of which rises s
conical mountsin, said to be nine thousand feet above the level
of the sea. _

“ These islands were discovared hy the Portnguess, some time
previous to 1648, but remained for a long time uninbabited by
man; snd their siteatioo in a stormy latitude, exposed to the
gulea which are contioually brewing in the vast expanse of por-
rounding water, offered but small inducement to settlers. In
1811, three Americans did, indeed, go ashore oo Tristran, with
the intention of remainiog there some years, for the purpose of
collecting the skins and oil of the seal and sea-lion, which abound
on all the islands. One of thern, Jonathan Lambert, is said to



¥ APFENDIX,

havre proclaimed himself sovereign proprietor of the Nightingale
group ; but for some cause, of which I am not infermed, Jona-
than, in a short time, abdicaled, and, together with bia two sub-
Joots, left the place. Tristran at lengith was clutclied by a ten-
tacula of the great European polypus—a detachment of British
troops, from the Cape of Good Hope, taking formal possession
of it in the name of their sovereign. It waa, however, soon
evacuated by theee, when one W. M. Glasa, formerly s corporal
in the Royal Artillery, landed there, accompm:eﬂ hy twenty-two
men and three women, and made apermanent settlement. As
this day the population has increased to five hundred souls, The
ci-devant corporsl ia complimented with the title of governor,
and lis little colony is said te be in the most pronising condi-
tion. At first, nineteen oot of the twenty-two original men-
settlers were, of necessity, doomed to a life of single Llessedness ;
but, io the eocurss of time, there grew up around the heartlis of
the governor and his two married subjecls, a race of fine, hardy
Bouth-Bea nymphs, who, a8 s0on as marrisgeshles, wera bestowed
by his excellency to cheer the solitude of the others of his faithfol
sod patient followers. The governor himself officiates in all
ceremonies, religions, military and civil; althongh he is some-
times sesisted in couocil by two of his wise men, as I infer from
the following official edict, being sanctioned by the concurrence
of their names:—

* Wo the undersigned, being three of the senior principal in-
habitants of the Island of Tristran da Cunha, do hereby sgree
to farnish aoy middle-aged, respectabla people, as mao and wife,
who are willing and capable to undertake the office of school-
master and mistress, with house and all necessaries for their sub-
sistence, as well as to preseot them every year, at Ohristmas,
with 4 tenth part of the amount of sale of our produce, so long
a3 the schoolmaster and mistress shall condoct themselves with
propriety, and choose to remain amoug us. And we do further
agree, that any person sent to ns with a certificate of good con-
duct and necessary qraliflcations, signed by the governor of the
Cape of Good Hope, or by Admiral Warren, the naval commanders
in-chief. sball ba considered by us a9 eligible to Lhe situation, and
BLAIE DANBSKE W Wik MBI phel V) T (WESIGE O AOY WGAICIMIT.
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versal bringing them, immediately on their arrival; the enm of
passage money having been agreed upon either by the governor
or edrairal before mentioned.

‘ Bigned by us, at Tristran da Cunha, tLis seventeenth day of
January, 1834, on board His Majesty’s brig, Forrester, in the pres-
snes of Commander Booth, R. N.

W. M. Grass, (forernor,
Riomare Riipy, bis X mark,
Jonrx Taviow, hizs X mark,’

#Many vessels bound to the Enst Tndies now call at Tristran,
whose little isolated peak looms up a welcome station-house to
the voyager on that long and weary ronte. Tliere he can obtain
fresh provisions, and, what is a much greater luxory, fresh, clear
water. On the north gide of the island, where there ia a sand-~
beach, and the only safe landing, a little cascads precipitates
itself from the high cliffs; ao that the vessels may alinost come
underneath to take on board this priceless beverage to many a
famished mariner. Maoy inconveniences, bowever, are encono-
tered, a8 well as some danger. The thick, matted sea-weed,
which surronnds the island, iz & sample of the former, aud of the
latter, those mysterions ‘rollers' which of a sudden, and on the
calmest daye, rush reverberating npon the shore, bearing every-
ihing thet falls withio their scope resistlessly aloog with them.

% Wa wera obliged to content ourselves with distant views of
ihe enow-capped peak; for duriog six or seven days that we re-
mained in the vicinity, there was a continual series of storms and
calms, and noe eternal bank of clouds hung over the island. *
« & & » o O_ Fnickerbocker, 1847,

F. il
THE LASSO AND BOLAS AMOXNG TEE GAUCHOS, £e

“Toe gauchos, or oative peons, are the deacendants of Earo-
pean colonists, and many of them Lave sprong from the best
families of Spain. They are at once the most active and the most
indolent of homan beings ; liviog, when not on horseback (which
they generally are), io the rndest manner in innd huta. They are
without agriclture, subsisting almost wholly en the flesh of oxen
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and game of varions kinds, which they catch by meana of two
singular weapons, in the nse of which they are extremely dex-
terous ; the lassc and the boles. The former, used by most na-
kives of La Plata and Chili, is u strong platted thong of green
hide, about forty fegs in longth, with an iron ring at one end
forming 8 running noose ; the other end being fixed by the peon
on horseback to his saddle-girth. The gaucho, wheu about to
seire an animal, whirls the noose with & portion of the thong
horizontally roand his head, bolding the rest of the lasso coiled
up in his left hand ; and when near enongh to the objeot, at &
precise point of ite rotation, flings off the noose, which seldom
or never fails to securs the animal. If & horse, it invariably falls
over the neck; if an ox, over the horns. As soon as the rider
has sucoeeded in his aim, he suddenly turna his horse, which seta
his lege In & position to resist ancoessfully the pull of the entrap-
Pﬁd&ﬂimﬁl. ® & ® % *

The bolas, used also by the Patagonian Indians, ia & singular
weapon carried in the girdle, aod consisting of two round stenes,
oovered with leather, each weighing abont a pound, These,
which are fasteoed 10 the two eods of a string, abont eight feet
in length, are nsed aa & sling, one stone being kept in the hand,
aad the other whirled ronod the head till it ia supposed to bave
soquired sufficieot force, when they are together discharged at
the otject. The Petagonians are so expert at the management
of this douhle-headed shot, that they will hit & mark not bigger
than a shilling with both tlis stones at a distance of fifteen yarda,
It is Dot custoary with them, however, to strike either the
quanaoco or the oetrich with them ; but to discharge them so that
the cord comes agninst the lega of the ostrich, or the fore-legs of
the quanaco, and is twisted rouod them by the force aod swing
of the halls ; so that the animal beiog onable to run, hecomes an
easy prey to the honters."” M'CurLoca,



AUSTRALIA AND ITS GOLD.

[Tez following sketches have been made since the preparation
of the foregoing narrative, and on & sobject, as far s the gold
discovery is conoerned, which was then uoknown, In these
sketohes recourse bas been had to the most anthentic of the pub-
lished official English documents, together with other reliabie
muthoritics, OQf the former, reference is due to the History of
Australia by R. M. Murtin, Esq., Tallis & Co. London and New
York; of the latter, to an articls in the London Times, and to
Houssbold Words by Dickens, both of about the same dale—
July of the present year, 1852. DBeside an occasiooal paragraph
in bracketls hy the editor, hais obliged to use Lis sothoers with
the general nnderstanding that ehridgment is inflicted wherever
adinissible, with reference to no other law than the necessity
which compels it.]

The British possessions io Austral-Asia are Australia, or New
Holland (which contains the several colonies of New Scuth
‘Wales, Port Philip, or Victoris, South Australia, and Western
Anstralia, or Swan River), Van Diemen's Land, New Zealand,
the Chatham, Auckland, and ]esser islands—the whole cowmpris-
ing a territorial ares in the southern hemispbere nearly as large
as Europe.

In a favorable poeition, inid way between America and Africa,
and at the extremity .of Asin, they afford lmmportant capabilities
for the maintenance of British power in the East, as also for
commerce, from their contignity to the ricliest and most densely
peapled portion of the globe; possessing in themselves (apart
from these considerations) a fertile aoil and a malubrious clime,
they are adapted for the dwelling of millions of the Anglo-Saxon
meoe—and evan in this early stage of their existenoce, with many
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of their resources nndeveloped, they are ontlying farms, already
instrumental in supplying Englacd with augmenting quantities
of grain, meat, wool, fax, tallow, timber, and other raw prod-
oets, in exchange for her mannfactures.

But we are to speak of Australia, remarkable for its great ex-
tent, singular conformation, and recont discovery. Less then a
eantury ago the nere coast-line of this great “south land” was
an nnsclved geographieal probleto, as its interior is at the pres-
ent moment. In the eyes of the learned, its very existence was
& phenomenon ; and some ides may be formed of tha atrange
surmises entertained on the snbject, from the wild hypothesis of
Binmenbach, that Anstralia most originally have been a comet.
or planetary body, which, being drawn within the sphere of at-
traotion, fell npon this globe. Even the skilfal and ecientific
navignlors and explorers who have sorvesed ita coest-line and
penetrated ita interior, are undecided as to the cause or epoch of
the formation of this vast countr§—whether, in a comparatively
modern age, it has been lely dry by the receding waters of the
ooean, or extruded from the bowels of the earth by snhlerranean
fires.

But the intereat excited by this queation, or by the singular
auimal and vegetable products of & land of contrarieties, merges
into insignificance compared with that created by the extraor-
dinary progrees of Britieh colonization af & distance of 15,000
miles from the parent state, The earliest settlement i within the
recolleotion of the present generation. It was commnenced im
1787 by the despaich to Botany Bay of a fleet laden with the
refnse of our gaols and penitentiaries, For severa] years the
convicts were on the eve of perishing by famine ; but, stimulated
by the hope of regaining their forfeited freedom, directed by the
intelligence of their aoperintendents, and governed by a sys-
tematic and humane policy, these ountcasts hewed down the for-
ests, subdaed the stubboro soil, and earned for themselvea a home
where their “sins were covered, and their iniquities remembered
no more.”

These pioneers prepared the wey for their fellow-countrymen
whown no crime had expatristed, bnt who songht, at the antipodes,
the mesns of obtaining an honorable livelihood under favor of
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the laws and costomn of their fatherland. The resalt of their
Joint labors is now manifest in the prosperous colony of New
Bouth Wales—the proadest monument of British civilization in
the 18th centary.

This aunccess led to the settlement at Hobart Town, Van Die
men’s Land, in 1801-2; at Swan River, Western Australia, in
182030 ; of Adelaide, South Australis, in 18354 ; of Melbonrne,
FPort Philip, in 183§ ; sod of Auwckland and Wellington, New
Zealand, in 1840,

Australis lies between the pam!leis of 10° 45 and 38° 45’ B,
wid the meridians of 112% 20" and 153° 80" K. of Greenwich,
The latitudinal difference between the northern and southern
extremities is 1,600 geographical miles; the greatest distance
from esst to west is 2,327. The aren is 2,690,810 square 1miles,
and the coast-line is nearly 8,000 nautical iniles,

The proportion which Australia bears to the other divisiops
of the globe is thas stated ;-

Divisions. Fremeh Leagues Proportlon.
Asia 2,200,000 17
America 2,100,000 17
Africa . 1,560,000 12
Enrope 501,875 4
Augtralia 385,000 3

[Dmooveny.—The Chinese are supposed to have been entitlad
to this honor as early ss the elghth century. According to
French pretension, one of thejr navigators discovered it in 1508,
With more probability, the Spanish and Portuguese disoovered
the north const in 1520, s certein discovery by Luis Vaes de
Torres—from whom is Torres Strait—dates 1408, Captain Oock
entered Botany DBay April, 1770.] '

CriMate —Exeepting the marshy shores of the north-west
coast, the climate of the whole conntry is remarkably salubrious.
In New South Wules, I frequently siept in the open air without
the slightest injury. 1Itis said to be owing to tho finencss of the
climate that doge do not ge mad in Australia, that Lorses are
seldom or never krown to kick, that herds of wild eattle have a
degree of tamenesa unkrown on the Pampes of South Amenoa.,

q* 24
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and that the descendants of Eoropeans are remarkable for sn
aqnanimity of temper which is probably partly sttributable to
the aalobrity of the climate.

The air is remarkably elastic. Old persons arriving in thess
cotoniea from Europe, find much of the hilarity of youth restored
to them, Not more than B or 8 sick persons will be fonnd in
& comunnoity of 1200 or 1500. At some of the inilitary stations,
soven years have elapsed without the loss of & mao. Beversl
oolohists are stated to be wpward of 100 years of age. Isaw one
woman wbo was said to be 185 years of sge, and the singnlarly
horny textnre of her skin seemed tu confirm the statement; yet
she went about her deily work at & roadside inm.

Groroar.—The mouotain chain vn the enst coast has an axis
of granite, with oceasional large masses of green stone, basalt,
and other igneous rocks. Itis fanked on both sides by thiek
beds of palmozoio formation, chiefly sandstone, but also contain-
ing limestone end cosal.

At Port Phillip there are also igneous rocks, snd on the coast
tertiary formation, restiog on the edges of wptorned palwozoio
beds.

In Western Amstralia, the Darling range consists of granite
below, covered by metainarphic rocks, and between it and the
sad ia & plain, eomposed of tertinry beds.

In Northern Australia there is a great sandstone platean, ris-
ing 1800 feet sbove tle ses, and probmbly of palmozoic age;
whilst on the irnmediate shore, and round the gulf of Carpentaria,
are beds supposed to belong to the tertiary peried. Similar sub-
etrata are found in the ceotral desert. _

This immense islund appears of diluvian rather thnan voleanic
origin; but different cnuses may linve operated conjoivtly in its
formation. Afier having beeo left partially dry by the receding
of the mighty deep from the north to the sonth pole, some pow-
erful subterrancan action nuay Liave raisod the erost of the globe,
in this spot, above the ocean level.

The econl formation, as yet dizcovered, applicable for domestio
or steawn parposes, is confined chiefiy 1o the east coast,

VroEriBLx Proovoriows.—[Of the syira of the country, the
editor of this work lus no present data for the purposo of giving bia
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raader information. The prevailing growth, owing toits generally
stinted chiaracter, is known under the name of serub, Still there
are large tracts covered with wood of the finest graip, and of the
highest value known to commerce. As speciinens, under the
genus eucalyptus, our anthor describer the jarrah, white gum, red
gum, tuart, morrel, great blue gum, black butt, salmongum. DBe-
side these are sandal wood, jom weed, easuarine, and many
othera. [A eargo of sandal wood, sent to Bingspors for the
China market, sold for £21 per ton, leaving a nett profit of £17
per ton.] A forest of the jarrah, [one of the several varietieq
of mehogany, and the moest valualle] at a distance of eighteen
miles from Perth, [the capital of W. A.,] and twenty from the ses,
extends over a tract of at least 800 miles from north to south, with
& known widih of thirly miles from east to west, The trees are
very fine, and it has been compoted that this forest alone con-
tains sufficient of this invoJuahle timber to build 200,000 line-of-
battle ships; 20,000 navies equal to those of all Europe might,
therefore, be constructed frum this sigle forest.

Fruirs axp VgeeTavies.—In a small garden af Paramutta, T
had the apple, pear, peach, nectarine, apricot, lognat, goince,
clerry, plum, melon, pine-apple, figs, citron, orange, grape, mul-
berry, walnut, gooseberry, strawberry, raspberry and currant, all
in full perfection. Bo abundant is the peach, that in many pla-
ces, 1 have secn the fermers feeding their pigy with the wind--
fulls from their teeming orcharda, [The writer speaks of this
fine fruit as being foond in the forest, on trees grown from stones
ecatteted by birde and bush-rangers.] The alinond flourishes re-
markably well, as also, in the more northern regions, the banans.
The fig produces two crops in the year, grapes of every variety
are in abundance, and are already dried ad raisins, and exten-
- sively manufactured into wine. The olive, walnut, flbert and
chestnot are in great perfoction.

Wnrsar, Marze, &c.—[Wheat avernges, on good soils, from
twenty to thirty bnshels per acre; and onr anthor, with his cne-
tomary particnlarity of name and place, gives instances in which
the yield per acre has gome np e eighty-five bashels. Maize
yields from forty to seventy-fve. Thae potato gives two crops in
the year, and green peas are gathered in winter as well aa summer.]
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Woor.—This is the great staple of the country. Its growth
may be inferred from the following facta:

In 1812, there wers shipped to England three bales.

In 1849, there were exported to the same market—including
19,400 bales from Vun Diemen’s and New Zealand—I125,000
bales, averaging 280 ponnds each. The present number of sheep
—1850—is eatimated at 18,550,000. [The number in the United
Btates is $0,000,000.] In the bext five years, the aheep walks
of Anstralia will nomber 25,000,000,

ZoornoY ANp Ormitmorooy.—[Referring to the former, the
mammalia may be said to be mostly marsopisl. The puzzle of
patnralists are the Ornithorhynchi, 0. rufua, aod O. Auscus,
These animals unite the body, fur, and habits of the tole, to
the webbed foot and bill of the duck ; are ovoviparons, and have
the mternal formation of a reptile. They are very shy, burrow-
ing in the mod of rivers and swamps, Among Australian birds,
passing the emm, and the several varieties of cockatoo, ol noticed
fn the foregoing naerrative, our space limita na to the particolar
mention of but one. This is & species of vulture, of the order as-
cipiires, so fierce that, when pressed by hunger, he bas been
knowo to attack the nntives themselves.]

Tae Asomoines.—[The reader, rather thao find these miscal-
{ansa prelectiones entirely silent on thie anbject, may not be dis-
pleased with the following sketch of native charaoter; for,
thnngh taken with reference to the variety inhabiting the neigh-
borhoud of Bwan River, it is, doubtless, without any fAattering
modification, illustrative of afl the other varieties. Atal eventa it
throws some light on the probable destiny of the pative Anstra-
linu ; & subject ou which the editor has, in the island part of
the narrative, advanced what he anpposes the true exposition of
that sombre prozpect.] In geueral they refuse all hard or steady
work, and no wages will ifdoce them to forego any smusement,
or to settle permanently in one place. They are essentially crea-
turen of impulse, absolotely void of any desire to better their
oondition, and indlined to look with contemptnous superiority
on the laborions habits of their new associates. * White fellow,”
sy they, “fooltoomuch! Work, work—always work! Black
fellow play, plenty play!” They appear, nevertheless, to be at-
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tached to the % white fellows,” and are a merry, harmlees, idle,
good-natared race: sometimes very mseful, often moat prove-
king; on the whole, honest, but afflicted with a constitntional
preference of mutton to kangarco, which is the fertile source of
compolsory labor on the roads. Schools have been established
for the children, snd an institution is maintained by the Wesleysa
body, assisted by governineot, st which indefatigable and judi-
cious efforta are made to infase into their minds the principles
of religion sod social improvement. Their quickness of appre-
hension, as shown in the facility with which they lourn reading,
writicg, arithmetic, &o., is said to greatly surpaw that of the vhite
ehild, and the mere expetrionce of the schools would warrant the
Lighest expectations of their future acquirements. But, with po-
berty, the inheraut idleness, and the restless longings after the
wild and wandering life of the bush, are developed, and the
clean, bright, intelligent child, able, not merely to read, bot.to
uanderstand what he reads, merges into the filthy, lazy savage,
gorging himgelf to stupidity, and basking under a gum-tree,

TransporTATION FOR Cnimz,—[By an Order in Council, New
fBonth Wales, or any other colony of the island, has ceased to
be a penal settlernent, since 1840. Van Diemen's Land and Nor-
folk Island ace the only places to which convicta are now con-
signed by the British government.}

Oy Divisiona,—New South Woles; settled 1787 ; popula-
tion, 200,000 ; capital, Sidrey ; population, 50,000,

Victoria ; settled 1886; populalion, 50,000; capital, Mel-
bourne ; population, 15,000,

South Anstralia ; aett.led 1886 ; population, 50,000 caplta.l.
Adealaide ; population, 15,000,

Weatern Australia,; settled 1828; population, 5,000 capital,
Perth ; populatian, 1,500, .

Gorp oF AveTraris,—[The following acconnta come down to
Muroh of the present year, It should be observed that they ara
local; so that their principal use is, not to exhibit the full ex-
tent, of gold digging and the gold trade; bat, by & fa samples,
to furnish ws with something like a just notion of the Austre-
liap Uontinent a5 & rivol of our own California.]



THE HARVEST OF GOLD.*

THEEX years ago, one Mr. Bmith, a gentleman engaged in iron-
works In Australia, mede his appearonce st the Government
Honse, Byduoey, with a lutrp of gold. He offered, for e large sum
of money, to point out where he had got it, and where more
wag to be fonnd in ebundapce. The Government, however,
thinking that this might be ne more than a device, and that the
lump prodnced might, in reality, Lave come from Californis, de-
clined to boy a gold field in the dark, but advieed Mr, Simitl: to
unfold his tale, and leave his payment to the liberality of Gov-
ernment. This Mr. Binith refused to do, and thers the matter
ended.

On the third of April, 1851, Mr. Hargraves, who had rocently
returned from California, addressed the Government, stating that
the result of his experience in that country had led him to expect
gold in Australis, that the results of his exploriog had been
highty satisfactory, aod that for the sum of five handred pounda
he would point ont the precions districts. The same answer was
retoroed that had disposed of Mr. Bmith, but with an opposita
effect ; for Mr. Bargraves declaring himself “ eatisfied to leave the
remuperation for his discovery to the liberal consideration of the
Government,” at once named the districts, which were Lowia
Ponds, Summer-Hill Creek, and Macquaris River, in Bsthurst
and Wellingten—thg presect Ophir. Mr. Hargraves wea directed
to place himeelf at oooe in communication with the Government
Borveyor. _ -

Meantime, the news began to be whispered sbomt. A man
who appeared in Batlurat with a lomp of gold worth thirty

® Prom Dickenn' Household Wards,
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poonds, which he had picked up, created a great eemsation, and
numbers hastened to see whether they conld do lkewise. The
Comunissioner of Crown Lands becawse alarined. He warned sl
those who had commenced their search, of the illegulity of their
proceedings, and made earnest application for efficient assistanoe,
iwmagining that the deings in Culiforola were to Le repeated in
Batharst, and that pillage and marder were to be the order nf
the day. The Govermnent immediately took active mesanres for
- the maintenance of order. Troups were despatehed to the gold
fields, and the Inapector General of Police reccived a disoretion-
&ry power to einploy what furce he thenght proper.

Great was the excitement in Sydney uwpon the confirruation of
all this intelligence. IHHasty partinga, deserted desks, and clossd
shops, muitiplied in nuinher, Every jrnaginable mods of convey-
ance was resorted to, snd hundreds set off on foot.

On the foortecnth of May, the Government Surveyor reported
that in communication with Mr. Uargraves, he had visited the
before-mentioned districts, and after three Lonrs’ examination,
* had seen quite enough :"—guld was everywhere plentiful.

A prociaragtion was ot once issoed, forbidding eny person to
dig without a liceuse, selting forth divers paine and penalties for
disohedience. Licenses were to he obtnived npon the spot, at
the rate of thirty shilliugs per month, liable to futare alteration.
No licenses were granted to any one who conld not prodace a
eertificate of diseharge from his last service, or otherwise give &
satisfuctory necount of himself; and the descriptions of such as
were refused were registered. A small body of mounted police
were at the saina time organized, who were paid at the somewhat
curions rute of three shillings and threepence per day, with ra-
ticns and lodgings, when they could be procured. TFortanately,
there was no atteropt at disturbance, for the Governor in g de-
spatch statew * thet the rosh of people, most of them armed, was
a0 great, that had they been diaposed to resist, the whole of the
troops and police would have been unable to cope with them,”
The licenses, too, were all cheerfully paid for, either in coin or
gold. .
On the third of June Mr, Hargraves, who in the meantime had
received a responsible appoistment, nnderwent an. éxamination
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before the Legislative Ooancil, when he stated that he was Jed
to search in the neighborhood of Bathurst, by observing the simi-
larity of the country to California. He found gold as scon as he
dismmonnted. He fonnd it every where—he rode from the head
of the Turon River to its confluence with the Maoquarie, about
one hundred mikes; fonnd gold over the whole extent; after-
wards found it all along the Meequarie. Bathorst,” observed
Mr. Hargraves, “is the most extruordinary place I ever saw.
GoM is actnally found lying on the ground, close to the surface.”
And Mr. Commissioner Green, two days afterwards, reported
that * gold was found in every pan of earth taken op.”

But the moat important event conneeted with these discoveries,
and which is withont parallel in the werld’s history, remeins to
be told. :

On the sixteenth of July, the Bathurst Free Press commenced
8 leader with the following passage :

% Bathorst i@ mad apain! The delirfom of golden fever has
returned with inerensed .intensity. Men meet together, stare
stupidly at one another, and wouder what will happen neit.
Everybody has a hundred times acen o hondred weight of flonr.
A hopdred weight of sugar is an overy-day fact; bnt a hundred
weight of gold is & phrase searcely known ia the English lan-
guage. It is beyond the rauge of owr ordinary ideas; a sort of
physical incomprehensibility : but that it is a material existenea,
our own eyes bore witness.”

Now for the facls:

On Sunday, oleventh of July, it was whirpered abont in Syd-
ney, that o Dr. Kerr had foand a hundred weight of gold! Few
belioved it. I was thought a capitat joke. Monday arrived,
end all donbis were dispelled ; for at mid-day & tandem drawn
by two grays drew ap in front of the Free Press office. Two
immensa lumps of virgin gakl were displayed in the body of the
vehicle ; amd being freely handed round to a quickly nssembled
erowi, ereated feclings of wooder, incredality, and admiration,
which were ineroased, when a large tin box was pointed to es
eontaining the remainder of the hondred weight of pold. The
wbole was at once kodged at the Union Bank of Anstralia, where
the process of weighing took place in the presence of a party of’



APPENDIX. T8

gentlemen, including the lucky owner and the manager of the
bank. The entire masa weighed nbont thres hundred pounds,
whick yislded one linndred and six pounds of paro gold, valued
at foor thonaand pompds.  This megnificent meass was acciden-
tally discovered by an educated aboriginal in the service of Dr.
Kerr: who, while keeping his master’s sheep, had his sttention
attracted to something shining on a block of gqnartz, and bresk- .
ing off o portion with his tomahawk, thia hitherto hidden treas-
uro stared him in the face. The lump was purchased hy Mesers.
Thacker & Co., of Sydney, and consigned to An eminent firm in
London. .

Meanwhile, the Commissioner reported & gold field many milea
in extent, north-east of Bathurat, adding that it would afford em-
pleyiment for five thousand persocos, the avernge gain of each
person being then one pound per day—while provisions, which
at one time had been enormousiy high, owing to the cupidity of
speculators, had fallen so low, that the enmm of ten shillings a
weok was quite sufficient for one individnal’s snbsistence. The
reports from the other Commissioners were equally favorable ;
and it is gratifying to flnd that they all apoke in the highest terma
of the orderly and exemplary condnet of the diggers,

Sinee the discoveries in the neighborbood of Bydney, thera
liave been fonnd, in Sonth Anstralia, large tracts of eountry,
sbounding in gold, only sixteen miles from Melboarne. The
most recent accounts—December 15, 1851 —from these regions,
are of 8 most aetonnding character. In the frat week im De-
cember, nearly fifty thousand ponnds vsloe in geld was brought
into Melbourne and Geelong. The amonnt would have been
greater but for want of conveyance. ** To find quartz,” says the
Aunstralian and New Zenlond Gazette, “is to find gald. It ia
fonnd thirty-two feet from tho surface in plenty. Gold is so-
tually onzing from the earth.” Nuggets of gold, from fonrteen
vunces to twenty-soven pounds, are to be found in abundance.
A single quartz  nugget,” found in Loulsa oreek, sold for ome’
thonsand one hondred and fifty-five pounds. The Alert was on
her way home with one hundred and thirty-two thoussnd ponnds
swrling in gold, and two other vessels with similar rich cargoes.

Every town and village were becoming gradially deserted.
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Those who remaln behind to mind the flocks, demand such wages
that farming will not long pay. Labor is in ench demand, that
anybody with a pair of hands can readily command thirty-five
shilliogs per week, with board and lodgicg.” The Government
Commiseioners had given in their unanimouns report, that the
gold flelds were already 8o extensive as to afford remonerative
smployment for ooe hondred thousand persons. In conclusion,
the last advices describe the excitament as so intense that fears
were entertained that snfficient hands would not be laft to get in
the standing crops.

Every week the nnmber maultiplies of gold seekers’ colonies
planted abont streams in Aunstralia; at all, the econduct of the
diggers is exemplary. Most of them cease from Iabor on Bunday,
and spend that day as they would spend it if they were in town,
The firet keg of spirits taken into an Anstralian gold field, had its
head punched out by the miners; and Government has since aa-
aisted them in the endeavor to repress the oseof stronger stimo-
lants than wine or beer, Where every member of the commu-
nlty possesses more or less of the great object of desire; where
stolen gold could never be identified; wlere it wonld be far from
easy to identify a thief who passes t and fro atnong communities
oomposed entirely of chanoe-comers, having faces strange ‘one to
another, o little drunkenness might lead to a great desal of law-
lessnices and crime. There are men who will drink; and what
are called hy Lhe miners * siy grogsellers,” exist, and elude dis-
oovery in every gold settlement. Yet we read of one man who
being drunk, had dropped the bottls which contsined his gold,
and are informed that he was afterwards sooght out, and received
due restoration of his treasnre from its finder, Bome settlements
ars mnch mnore lawless than the rest, and we have read, perhaps,
move il of Ballarat than any other; yet it is of Ballarat that we
receive the following sketeh from & private correspondent,

The writer, with a party of fonr yonng friends, guitted & farm
near Geelong, in October, last year, to experiment as-a digger at
Ballarat notil the harveet. One man at & gold feld ean do little
for himeelf; & party of abont four is reqnisite to make a profit-
able division of the labor. * With this party,” our correspondent
nayn, © I started o Thursday, Ootober the second, for the Gold

~
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Oity of Ballarat. We took with us all requisite tools; a large
tarpanlin to make jnto & tent, and provisions to laat ns for iwo
months. Al this was stowsd away in our own dray; and our
man Tom accompanied it

 Thir mode of travelling—the universal mode in Aunstralis——
is very pleasant in fine weather. We used to be up at daybreak,
and atart as soon as we had breakfasted. Wes would go on lei-
snrely—for bullocks won't be hurried—and get throngh s stage
of from fifteen to twenty miles, sccording to the state of the
roads, allowing an interval of one honr for dinner. Then we
wounld stop for the might at some convenient camping-ground,
where there was a good sapply of grass, wood, and water. There
our first proceedings were to make s big fire, and a great kettle
of tea—a kettle, mind ; then we rigged ont a tempoerary tent,
gpread our beds on the ground, and went to sleep a8 comfortably
as if we were at o first-rate hotel,

“On Monday night, baving left the farm on the previons
Thursday, we camped abouttwo miles from the diggings, and ma-
king a very early sptart, we got in sight of them a little after
sunrise.

“ It certainly 'was the most extraordinary sight I ever beheld,
Imegine & valley, varying In width from one hnndred to five
Luandred yards, enolosed on either side by high ranges of hills,
thickly timbered. Through the middie of thiz valley there winds
s rapid little strean, or *creek,’ as it is lermed here. On the
banks of the creek, and among the trees of the sorrounding
ranges were clustered tents, bark-huts formed after the native
fasbion with boughs and trees, and every kind of teraporary hab-
ftation whiok could be put np in the course of an hour or two.

“Bome idea may be formed of the number of tenta and other
hshitatioos, when I say that there were tlen at Jeast five thon-
gand men at work within a space of aboot half a mile up the
greek. All thepe had collected together in a fow weeks; for it
was only in the'latter end of August that gold was first found
in this out of the way forest valley—now the site of the Qity of
Ballarat, as it was nicknamed by the diggers.

“ We chose a place for our tent on a rather retired spot, nok
far from the creek; in 8 couple of hours our ‘bouse,’ was put
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tip, our storea stowed away inside it, and Tom and his team wers
off on the home joorney to Geelong. Leaving the others to
*met our house in order,’ get in a stock of firewood, bake o dam-
per, and perform varions other odd jobs attendant upon taking
up one's residence in the hush—Fred. and 1 set out to reconnoi-
tre the scene of onr futore operationa,

“The place where there was the richest deposit of gold, waa
on the face of a hill which sloped gradually down from the edges
on the right hend or east sida of the creek, going towards the
sonree. I mention these particnlars, becanse it is worthy of
note that simoet sll the principal diggings have been discovered
in places similarly situated. The whole of the hill was what
geologista cali an *aliuvial deposit:’ consisting of various strata-
of sand, gravel, large quartz bpuolders, and white clay, in the
order I have named them. It is in this white clay, immediately
beneath the qumartz, that the gold iz found. In one part nf the
bill, where the discovery was first made, this layer of quartz
was visible at the surface, or * cropped out:’ in other parts, it ia
to be met with at varioua depths, or from five o thirty feet.

“When first these diggings were discovered, there Weare, 88
might be expected, continual disputes as to how much ground
each man should have for his operations. One party applied
to the govermnent, which immediately appointed a comnissioner,
and a whole staff of subordinates, to maintain order and enforce
certaln regulations, rmade ostenstbly for the Lenefit of the dig~
gers. Of these regulations the two principsl ones were, that
ench person must pay thirty shillings per mounth for a license to
*dig, seareh for, and remove gold,’ {I enclose you my licenses ns
8 corjosity ;) and that no person could claim more than eight
feet square of ground to work &t, 8t one time. In consequence
of this last regmiation, the workings were concentrated in a small
part of the hill, where the gold waa chiefly to be foond. This

apot was perfectly riddled with Loles, from eight to sixteen feet --

square, separated by narrow pathways, which formed the means
of communleation between each hole and tho creek. A walk
about this honey-comb of holes was most amusing. The whola
placs swarmed with men—some at work in the pits—others car-
rying dewn the auriferona earth to be washed in the oreek-—in-



APPENDIX. 881

whoel-barrows, hand-barrows, sacks, and in tin dishes on their
heads, In some of the holes I even saw 1men digging out bita
of gold from beiween the stones with a table knife.

 Busy as this scene was, I think the scene at the creek was
busier. Both banks, for half a mile, were lined with men, hard
st work washing the earth in cradies. Each cradle employs
thres men ; and all the cradles are placed close fo one ancther,
af intervals of not more than a yard. The moise produced by
the incessant ‘ rock-rock,' of the cradles, was like that of an im-
mense factory. This, together with continual bammering of a
thousand picks, and the occasional crashing fall of immense
trees, whose roota had been undermined by scme mole of &
gold digger—made a confusion of aounds of which you will find
it difficult Lo form a just idea.”

Our correspondent’s party was not very fortunate in its re-
searches at Ballarat. Having explained this to na, he continues
to give hia impressions of the place.

“ When we arrived there, the influx of people was still going
on; tents springing up at the rate of Bfty per diem. This con-
tinned until the third week in September, wheo the number of
persons on the ground wos estimated at seven thousand. Straunge
&3 was the appearance of the place by day, it was still stranger
at night. Defore every tent waa a fire; and in addition to thia
genersl illnmination, there was not unfreqnently a special one—
the accidental burning down of some tent or other. Theee little
conflagrations produced splendid effects; the brigbt glare sud-
denly lighting up the gloomy maases of trees, and the groups of
wild-looking diggera.

“ Noise, t0o, was & prominent feature of ‘Ballarat by night.
From dusk til! eleven ».m., there-was a continual discharge of
firearms; for aimost every one bromght some kind of weapon
with him to the diggings. Then, there was a band which dis-
vonrsed by no mesns elognent music; nine tenths of the ecore
being monopolized by the drum. In the pauses of this—which
noourred, I soppose, whenever the indefatigable drommer had
_made his arms ache—we would hear rising from some ol the
tonta, muaiq of & more pleasing character. The party next ogrs
sang hymns very cotrectly in foor parts; and from another Lent
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The Last Rose of Bommer' sometimes issued, played very pa-
thetically on the flageolet.

“Bonday was always well observed at the diggings, so far as
sbsence from work was concerned ; and there was service held
twice a day by different ministers. Altogether, though there
were ocoasinnal fights—perticolarly on Sundays—there wea much
leas disorder than one would have expected, where a large body
of such men were gotbered together. While we stayed, there
happened only one murder and two or three robheries. Youm
most not take the quantity of gold we got aa any criterion of the
smount fonod by other parties. Numbera made fortunes in a few
weeks. One party thot I knew, obtained thirty ponnds weight—
troy—in seven Weeks; a youth of seventeen, who came out
with me in the Anoa Maria, recuived five hundred pounds as his
ahare of six weeks’ work., These are but ordinary eases. Thbe
greatest quantity known to have hoen taken ont in one day, waa
sixty-three ponnds weight, rearly £3,000 worth.

“ On Wednesday, Nuvember filth, we packed up, left Ballarat,
and set off for Mount Alexander, where we arrived on tbe Sat-
urday following, The diggings there are not confined to one
spot, but extend for twelve mfiles vp a valley. The gold is found
mostly amoog the surface soil: soine I have scen lying even
among the grass, Wae tried firut at A place where there was only
one party at work; and the trial proviog satisfactory, we stayed
there three weeks, and ohtained thirty-six oonces of gold. For
a fow days we did nothing ; tben we went over to some other
diggings sboot five miles off. Here we went * prospecting’ for
ourselves, and the first day found oot a spot from which we took
thirty-five onnces in one week-—the last of our etay; eightean
onneces we found in a single day.

“We then started off, back to Geelong, for I was aunxions to
be back for the harvest, 'We reached home on Sunday, Decern-
bor 20th.”

Writing on the 26th of Decarber, our informant adds:

“This gold discovery has sent the whole coontry mad, Thera
are now opwards of filty thousand men at work at varions dig-
gings ; of which I have only mentioned the two principal onea,
Ballarat and Mount Alexander Evervhody who 2ap by anv means
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gst away, is off. It in almost imponsible to obtain laborers at any
wagea. Half the wheat in the country will most likely rot on
the ground for want of hands to reap it. Fortenately, we ahall
he able to get in ours ourselves, for our men Tom is still with
us, and Mr, R.'s four brothers willlend us a hand. We have a
very good crop of wheat, for the first year; the harley, of which
we had an scre or two, we have already cot ond thrashed and
are going to sond & load to Geelong to-morrew. 1 can hanile
the gickle and flail pretty well for a beginner. We shall cut the
wheat nexrt Tnesday. As soon as the harvest i over, and tha
wheat thrashed ont and scld, Mr. R. and I ruean to make op an-
other party and be off to the diggings. Wo cannot do all the
. work ou the farin ourselves, and hiring servants now is ont of
the question. Men are ssking eeven shiilings and sixpence a day
wages, and will only hire by the week at that rate. Things will
eoon be in the same state as they are in California. Al ordinary
employmenis will be pot & stop to for a time, bot thers will no
doobt come a reaction io the course of a year or two.”

“The contrast is very great hetwoen the orderly behavier at
the gold fields in Anstralia, and the disorders of California.
There are fow flelds, we are told, at which a miner might not
heve his wife and family ; if he could provide accommodation
for,them, they wounld be a3 safe, and meet with just as much
respect aa if they lived in their own hounee in town. A clergy-
mon, quitting the Turon setilement, publicly returns his ‘sincere
thenks to the commissioners of the Turon, and to the mining
population in genersl, for the many acts of kindnese which he
experienced during his short residence among them. Ie con-
siders it his doty,’ he says, *thus publicly to state, not only his
own personal obligations, but also the pleasure which he felt in
witnessing the general dusire of all classes to promote the object
of his mission, and to profit by his hnmble labors; and if,’ he
vays, ‘he were to judge from their orderly conduet, and from
the earnest aitention and apparent devotion with which they
all joined iu the religious services of the Sahbath, he could not
help forming & very favorable opinion of the miners. It cannot
bo denjed that the great majority are sober, indostrions and wall-
djsmsed‘! "



THE AUSTRALIAN GOLD DIGGINGS.

INTERERTING STATISTICS.

Tue “ further papers relative to the recent discovery of gold in
Australia,” presented to Parliament by command of Her Majesty,
jnat before the closs of the session, are by far the most valuable
and authentic eollection of facta we have yet obtained on this im-
portant subject ; and the Bluebook which contains them, ia far-
ther provided with a0 excellent map of the southeastern portien
of the Australian continent, indicating by appropriate daba of
gamboge the anriferous deposits which appear to speckle the
whole of that territory. We have here, therefore, a tolerably
somplete history of the first six months of thia singular revolu-
tion in the condition of a colony which seems destined to form
ijn all things an exception and a contrast to the ordinarplawa
of natare.

The despatches of Mr, Latrobe, Lieutoenant Governor of Vie-
toria, convey the most vivid picture of the extent aod value of
these discoveries of gold, and of their effect on the population.
Boon after the opening of the Ballarat diggings, 1,800 licenses
were issned. The ore was foand pure in irregular messes of
4 great beanty,” scattered in the Llue clay and other snperior for-
mations, and sometimes in Junips weighing seven or nine onoces.
% I witnessed,” eays Mr. Latrobe, * during my visit, the washing
of two tin disbes of this clpy, of about 20 inches in diameter, the
yield of which was no less than eight pounds weight of pure
gold." The sverage produce of this spot was eatimaled for some
time at about 700 onnces and npwards pet diem. DBnt even this
waa spon sarpassed by tha discoveriea at Mount Alexander, The
gold raised there in December was calculsted by hundred
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weights, and arrived in the cities on the coast at the rate of about
two tons a week. Some 20,000 peraons were goon congregated
in the district, Ballarat was comparatively deserted, and from
the general prevalence all over the colony of the ssne geological
formation in wlhich gold has hitherto heen found, Mr. Lalroba
declares that he can * contemplale no limit to the d:soovenes or
to the result of the opening of these fields.”

Meanwliile, he adds, the wlole structure of society and the
whole machinery of government are dislocated. Upon the first
discovery of gold in May, last year, in the Bathurst district of
New Bouth Wales, the moral effect on the laboring classes waa
violent, and appeared to bo exaggerated ; bat the increased dis-
ooveries in Victoria surpassed all conceivable aaticipation. In
three weeks the towns of Melbourne and Geelong seetned emptied
of their 1nale inhabitants, idlers, day-laborers, shopmen, artisans,
mechanics, domestic servants firet; tradeamen, farmers, and
clerks next ; the higher classes at last ; because, as employers of
labor, they had no allernative bat to follow where labor was to
be found. It reslized the fairy tale of that enchanted bird which
dragged after it tho peasant, the smith, the clerk, parson, and
equire, as each of them tried to stop the rest. Cottages were de-
sorted, bneiness at a stand-still, schools closed ; the ships in the
barhor were abandoned, and even maatera of vessels were com-
pelled to join with the men, whom it was impossible for them o
retain on board. All building contracts stopped ; the survey of
the country hecame impossible; clerks, publie servants, jailers,
end constables, caught the infection, and resigned their appoint-

“tnents, Tha Postinaster and Sarveyor General of Victoria, ap-
prehended a total interruption of the business of their depart-
ments, The Superintendent of the Penal Stockade annonnced
the resignation of his constabulary. The Deputy Bheriff reported
that eight men in thé jail department bad determined to leave,
and the Colonial Surgeon feared much trouble if the attendsants
at the lunatic asylom should throw up their sltoations, for in
faot that establishment was never more necded by the commn-
pity. Mz, Latroba continued to rely, with a confidence which
wua not altogether disappointed, on the reaction which must en-
sue whan meny of thesa persons would find by experience thet

B 25 -
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tl- v were niterly unfit to enconnter the labor of the diggingm,
sud .l they might torn the' discovery of gold to account by
Lhe ivcreased vulee of their industry, or their abilities in other
braoches of occupation, But it became absolutely necossary to
the public service forthwith to raise, Ly from 80 to 100 per cent.
the snlaries and wages of all persons employed. Thus, the wages
of the police, furnkeys, letter-carriers, &c., were raised from 4s.
4d. to Te. and 8e. a day, and the salaries of clerka about 50 per
cent. The rise of wages and of prices lad Leen even larger in
private employmenta. Laborers rose from Bs, to 15s. and 20s. a
day; on artisaps’ wages the incrense was from 80 to 120 per
cent, ; men cooks got £2 and £8 & week; female sermants rose
25 per cent. The quartern loaf rose in price from 54., in De-
cember, 1850, to 12. 4d. and even 1s. Bd, in December, 1851;
meat doubled in price; bacon rose from 6d. to 2s.; and on all
other articlea of downestio consumption the rise was from 50 to
100 per cent. Honse rent, hotel charges, cartage, and boat Lire,
rose 50 per oent.; clothes, hardware, and forniture, 100 per
cent. ; saddlery was not to be got, and the price of shoeing a
horse increased from Bs. to 255, Not less than 11,000 permons
had arrived by sas in the colony of Vietoria in the last six
months of 1851, ond 2,781 from the 1st to the 17th Jannary of
this year; 8,000 licenscs were issued for the month, As the
. vast mejority of these persons arrived as consumers of general
produce, and producers of no article but gold, the colony was ob-
viously drained of all ofhier cornmodities, while gold became in
excess. The grand total of gold brought down under escort in
the last three months of 1851, from all the diggings in Vietoria,
was 124,835 ounces, valued at £374,505; but it is ealeulated that
not more than two fifths of the gold collected is forwarded hy
escort, so that the real amount found wonld be mors than doubla
this sam. The total amonnt known to Liave been exported dewn
1o the Bth of January, 1852, fromn Vietoria, is apwards of 220,000
ounces ; and the guantity shipped from Sydney is 142,975 onnces.
‘When it js remembered that all these eftects have been produced
in Jittle more than six monthe from the first discovery of the gold
down to the date of tha latest despatches, and that the scene of ac-
ton win an almost cnexplored region of that pertian of the globe
ey AT '
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most remote from Europe and from civilization, they will cer-
tainty be ranked among the most curious and eurprising phenom-
ens in the history of mankind. We shall shortly revert to the
snbject, in order to take into consideration the measures taken,
or to be iaken, by the Lome authorities, on the receipt of this
intelligence. Those measures consist chiefly in an immediate
increass of the military and naval forces in the colony, for, as mat-
tere now stand, 8 well-armed pirate, whe shouid anchor in Heb-
son's Bay, woold have no difficulty in laying the capital of
Yictoria under contribution to any mnonnt; and even the main-
tenance of peace and order in the town depends mainly on the
good-will of the respectable inhalitants, The second object is
the promotion of emigration in the fortn most calenlated to pro-
vide for the general wants of the community; and the last is
the question of establishing a locel mint and assay office, in or-
der to legalize the transactions in guld, by introducing a regnlar
standard of fineness. Those subjecis have been attentively con-
sidered by Her Majesty’s govermment, and in part provided for
by 8ir John Pakington, whose last despatches to Sir Charles
Fitzroy and Mr. Latrobe are also before us: but whatever may
be the measures taken, it is impossible not to approlend that the
fnflux of loose emigration from all gountries, the sudden over-
throw of the ordinary standard of value in the colony, and tha
consequent suspension of tlie usnal snd necessary oocupations of
wmany classes of society, will, for some time to come, be sttended
with very serions inoconvenience.

THE (HOLD FIELDS OF VICTORIA, AUSTRALIA*

Bixos the firat diseovery of the wonderfully prolifio gold mines
of this oclony, & continuons discussion has gone on as to the so-
tnal extent of the treasures they heve poured upon us; and sll
sorta of vague calculations and wild estimates have been promul-
gated, varying in their resnlts to an extent quita startling to
those who really value sound statistical information. The amount
slipped—the amount brought down by the government escort

& From ihe Melbourne Argus, March 4.
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—the amonnt passing throngh the banks, or purchased by indi-
vidual brokers, bave each and all been made the ground work of
estimeatea of the actual yield, and with a wariety in the ultimate
conclasions which woald be smnsing if it were not a metter of
nstional imporianoe Lhat is at issue.

A few weeks ago we ventnred to throw together such few
data aa we thought important in artiving at an accarste estimate,
and the opinions arrlved at, avowedly founded, as in part they
were, upon mere conjecture, have since proved to have been so
near the truth, that we think it very well worth while onee more
to recur to the subject—onee more to collate and compars such
facta as may lead to & tolerrbly sound opinion, on the part of the
eommunity, as to the real valne of the treasure which we have
lately discovered at our feet.

In proceeding to endeavor fairly to estimato the extant of the
golden harveat already reaped, we will first show how erroneona
has been the opinion very generally held, that the great bulk of
the pold has boen conveyed to market through the agency of the
govermnent escort, In our laat esthnate, we calenlated the
amount which had arrived by private hand at one third of that
which had travelled by the means expressly provided for it, and
we calculnted it at that in accordance with the opinions of many
gentlemneo of high anthority in such matters, bot with a strong
Jimpression on our own part that any snch proportion was less
than the reslity, This impression is now boroe out by the fol-
lowing facts. :

The notice io the Goevernment Gazetts, Announcing the estab-
lishment of an armed escort, bears date the 80th of September,
1851. On the following day, the first gold transmitted by this
‘mode of conveyance arrived in Geelong, then the head-quarters
of the gold mires of Victoria. The following is a list of sue-
cessive arrivals from that date to the present, the quantities con-
veyed to Melbourne and Geelong, being added together :

AMOTRT BY RAOORT,

Onnces. Omncen
Oct. 1 .. 96 Dec. 81 ., . 11,174
“ 9 . . . 1380 Ja T . . . 10598
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Oupewa, Onnoes.
Oct. 18 . . 1,998 Jan, 13 . . 14,598
“ 23 ., . . 2708 “ 93 , , , 12,050
w29 . . 2,380 “ 20 . . 16,087
Nov. 5§ . . . 4721 Feb. & . . . 11878
“w 13 L, 8474 <« 11 . . 1,15
19 . . 10,138 18 . . 11,208
* 28 . . 12,108 w28 . . 21,916
Deo. 8 . . . 16,869
* 10 . . 25,658 Total by escort, 284,504
“ ¥ . . . 1940%  Val st £8 per oz, £703,083
“oge L 10,851

And now let us look at the amount of gold which has aotn-
8lly reached the markets, and about the existence of which there
oa0 be no possible doubt, the whole having either heen already
shipped, or being oow Jodged in known places.

At the beginning of this month, the amoont of gold actoslly
ghipped and entered through the Custom House, consisted of
455,061 ounces, valued at £1,865,188, or nearly $wice the amount
arrived by eacort.

‘Wa snbjoin the list of vessels conveying gold, and the amount
shipped respectively by each:

1851, O dwt g,
Oct. 20—S8hamrock, for Bydney . . . 1,54T 15 ©
Nov. 6—Coquette, for Bydney . . - . 788 8§ 4

10—Bhamrock, for Bydney . . . 2,652 10 0
Des. 6—Hero, for London . . . 26734 0 0O
15—Dorset, for Hobart Town . . 83 &5 0

22— Melbourne, for Londen . - . 60588 0 O
94—Shamrock, for Bydoey . . . 24933 0 O
“29—Favorite, for Sydney . . PR 744 6 12
80—Himalays, for London . . . 86547 B O

18562,

Jdan. 8—Hirondelle, for Bydoey -« . . 1703 g 1
T—S8wordfish, {for Hobart Town . 900 0 O
8—Phebe, for Bydney B . . . 25802 0 O

15—DBrilliant, for London - .. BROTT 114
15—Thomas and Henry, for Lavnceston . 1,000 1 1
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1852, On dwi g
Jan, 16—8arsh Ann, forLondon . . . 14044 6 O
20—Susanne, for Hamburg ' . . 8411 0 0
26—Sbamrock, for Sydney . . . 26821 8 O
29—>Statesman, for London . . . 02546 0 @

29 —May Queen, for London . . . 885 0 D

Fob. 8—Dart, for 8ydney . .« .+ . 1818 0 0
4— Christabel, for London . . . 54 0 O
4—Cape Horn, for Bydney . . . 1625 0 0
5—Favorite, for Sydney . e 8205 6 0O
8—Helen, for London . . . . 1,286 0 0
6-——Cornelius, for London . . . 798 0 0O
10-—Aberfoyle, for Londen . . .. 40273 0 0O
11—Prince of Wales, for Bydney . . 6,109 0 O
20—Clam, for Bydney . . . . 1848 0 O
25—Enchanter, for Londen . . . 29854 0 O
25—-Bhamrock, for 8ydney . . . . B4578 0 0
27—8yria, for London . ., . . 1L508 0 0
28—Northumberland, for London . . 18,800 O O
28—Don Juan, for Bydney . . . 8685 0 O
Total, 485,061 10 8

In sddition to which, we have the amounts lying in the treas-
ury not yet applied for by the diggers or their agents, and the
amounts in the hands of the varions banks here and at Gee-
long. We have been favored with the requisite information in
each case, and we now add together the various amounts:

Ouncen,
Amount of gold shipped to the evening of 2d March, 485,061
Amount lying in the treasury at the same date, 85,080
Amount at Union Bank in Melbourne and Geelong, - 20,354
Am't at Bank of Australasia in Melboorne and Geclong, 29,826
Amonnt at Bank of New Sonth Wales, 10,999

Total, " 549,270

Value at £8 per ounce, £1,647,810

‘We now have to leave the beaten path of ascertained facts,
and having shown by the return of gold actnally shipped or

[
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sefely lodged in the banks and treasory, that the amount brought
down by private band, very much exceeds that trensmitted by
escort, we must resort, in an endeavor to form rome estimnate of
the total amount as yet realized, to something very little better
thao conjecture, We beg of our readers, particularly those at &
distance, to remark distinotly the line of demarkation which
separates our facts from our estimetes arrived at without that
solid foondation.

Any atternpt to estimate the quaatity of geld Leld by private
hands in the two great markets is one of pure gness work. In
oor last calenlstions, of the 19th of November and 20th Decem-
ber, we stated it at 8,000 ounces; but since then so common sn
article of merchandise haa gold becoine, aod so ordinarily do we
see it handed aboot in its little washlaather bags, that considering
the oumbers of returned diggers now in the two great towna,
we think that we may safely triple the amount we have named,
and consider 24,000 conces now held exclusive nf that at the
barnks ard treasury es a very moderate eatimate.

Again, the amonnt held by the diggers and bnyers along the
roads, and at the gold field, cannot be arrived at by accesa to
any very reliable data. On the 20th of December, we calcalated
the number of diggers on the roads and on the ground at 20,000,
and allowed them fonr onnces of gold dust each. The diggers
now at Monnt Alexander cannot be Jess than twice that num-
ber, or 40,000; bat as the dry weather has lately very much
diminished their individoal auccess, we will only allow them one
half a8 much per man 08 in onr last eetimate, or two onnces
each.

Tha total yield of the Viotoria gold fialds will thus stand as
follows :

Ounces.
Amount actuslly shipped to the 2d of March, 455,001
Amonnt held in the banks and treasnry, 94,208
Estimated amount in private hands in the towna, 24,000
Eatimated amount in the hands of diggers and others
on the road and at the mines, 80,000

Total, 659,270
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—0r, 54,480 1ha, 2 0z.; B44 cwt. 89 1ba, 2 0z.; 27 tona 4 owk
B9 Ibe. 2 02.—Total valne sterling, £1,959,810.

And even hers, wa exelude all gold conveyed by privete hands
t¢ adjacent colonies, which has not been possed at the costoms,
altheugh, if these amonnts were attainable, we have no doubt
that they wonld prove to be very great in the aggregate.

As we have stated before, the firat large discovery of gold in’
this colony wes announced on the 29th of September; so that
the nbove most astonishing resdlts have been achioved within a
tritle over five months. When the energies of the diggers are
got free again by the arrival of the teiny senson, we believe that
throngh the industry of the vast nomber of pecpls now assem-
bled on the ground, an amounnt of gold will he sent into tha
market, infinitely greater and more astoumding than anything
we have yet secn.

LATEST FROM THE AUSTRALIAN MINES:

[Condensed from the London Times, the London Chronicle, and
the London News, of Sept. 2d to the 29th :

The total quantity of gold exported from Syduey, to May 13th,
was §7,000,000. '

To May 22d, there had been exported from Port Phillip, over
$11,000,000; or between 82 and 83 tons,

At Melbourne, withio lesa thon o month, ending June 26th,
the weekly diggings had risen, from a littla over 91,000 ounces, to
105,000. From Californis, aa well os from the sister colonies
and elsowhere, eligrants were daily arriving by bundreds.

The specimens of quartz, exhibited at Sydney, are described
s “studded with gold in all directious.” Some guarlz it was
reported, had yielded 98 ounces of gold to the ton.

A scientific gentleman, who hes made extensive researches in
the suriferons districts of that country, decleres, to the Colenial
Becrotary, his opinion, that gold exists over an arce of 16,000
square milea.] '



POOES HECENTLIY PUTLISHED BY DEADY & MILLER.

The Life of General Lafayette. By P. C. Hza»
LY, author of the Life of Joscphine. Aubum: Derby &
Miller.

A very useful and popular book Mr. fTeadley will find thal he has hers sent farth,
Thetrl radier Lo culngmug, and weneen up 1o a luzh pitch of parnetism. it nerr
o clear, eustzumel, snd energeric kistory, the deeds o a renmrkable man, placed
& renavkalle poaion.  Connecled &8 he war wich potee of 1he most wareue incl-
dente nf our revolubionary era, and of 1wo French experinents At imiaiion. s rife
Inmrnluces & great wmnder of hisioc paasages of extmonlivary ineres, whick the
ﬁ:aplur pen of Mr. Lheadiey prescnia in & Lighly dramaic and sparited ivrn. o wild

reaal. Al rerd with dnterest, by ull whoetake it up, The young, ex reially, wild
fiml it nol only an engaging, bul a very wuzeestive aml eseful work, colormg imper
want himoi cal facta with zoml morsivand philanthrepic sentiment. I in naadly e,
any does honar w the thriving inkand ¢ity it hoits from.—New Yord b‘mmg:gm.

Mr. Meadtey has sketcled in an easy and gracefel siyle the lifs of ons whom Amas
keans myst ever delight 1w hunor. The wuthor hae evideraly foctied 2 just coteeplios
of tivgrap-hy, aind biwavonled the extremes of barcen detzi!, aml of clalwrate, fulsomts
aulogy. There ia huwdby an atteinpl av mere fine wriling, but & vary cuccemsful por
rnitire o e nsguaninous Genelal—New York Inadeperdm,

“The man of twe worlde,” altke in his cbaracier, the eneelfish incidenls al hie fifa
wd Jan punonic associates in Lhe groat eveils o bis lisory, presenied o Mr Headley s
grand wirarre np which @ Jevelup hin desceipiive powers — amd hia gra]i-hm pen bag
oot fuited 1o bolit up befare the memal exe ol bie readeras fotl portraic of the remark-
able man and his painotic; sell-sacnficing eeds.  Few cherpclers stand on the his-
wric page en illusirionsly attized, from youth o ol ago, 1 the mora! suhlime, as tha
subjeet ol thie memaiz, Bul the priceless beatty of the wark herore ua, = the high
#sutmnate cur author puts upon morality aml retigion, and the preat lesson he thus
inatiils ipus the iniuda aerd leans of his jeaders.  The printing 2nd buuling are exe-
cuted in & oeat and workzeanlike manner.—Christion ddroculs. .

The name nf Lafayeits i3 00 intimately tinked with the kisory of our Revolutien,
and s closely seenciated wih that of Weshingion, that 1t iz & maier of wonder thak
we bave not long eince hait a mempdr of his il2 that would Je justice to his career
us & ealilier pd civitian, anl give ve the meane ol fanning an_inlellizent, as well ag
v admiring estimaie of the wwee noblenens of hia charncter.  We have, indeed, had
biwgraphies of the men, aF comyilationa callad such ; b prepared with littie refer.
ence to chironelegice] onler, and duing but scant justics 1o that poctian of his heior
wol imediatety sonnecied with oar sruggle for political imlependence.  Mr. {lesl.
ey hae therefore supplied, in this volume, a despleraium which many have felt, and
given the youth of our enuntry the means of atudying one of the pirest mnleln of
chivalry tint the world las ever sesn. tafayette wae oo ordivery man. s cha-
geter wan singularly ebevated, unselfish. and consistent, and no truer friend of liberty
evet periled fortune ol g in its behall Tt was naL A mere TonAMIc apales that
{nducedl him o leeve the honors and delighis of hie native land, to share the hard-
#hips eod the perils of 2o infant natiog baoling azainat fearful mlids for the boon of
fieriy: hut & Lrite devetion to the right, & manly sympathy with the oppressed, and
& no Teas neply hatred of tyranny in 2l s forme. The lacta’of hls Risiory, as de-

“anied by Mr. Hesltey, show 1his. We are glad 1o have cur mind relmeched with
these deiiila, anid confess that oar admiration of Lafayeite han loejrered] with tha
puraal of tiere pages. 1t ia, theretore, with na empry form of words, but with an
sarientners Lo of Lhis adniration, thae we commend Mr. Headley's work 1o the
gmeriean public, an e best nography of ite illustrions subject thet we have yed
ad. al as worthy of n place in the lbrary of every American citlzan.

Uine word as w the genern! mtyle of the publicattons of Derby & Miller, whoee en-
wr[rise = (am grining 1ot them & conapicious oeition emong the beok publishems
of our laml, In peatness of typography, yushty of paper, and beauty of bindiny
their works Wil rowpare favorably with thoee of castern publishers generally
wa potice o sleuly improvement in ibese paruculare, sa the eircls of thar business
widers and their iseues muluply. They desorre sutcoa, and W
apacgy wod snlerprite will command it.—ASiandars.

T
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BODXS HECENTLY FPUBLISHED EY DELST & MILLAR

The Lives of Mary and Martha, mother and
wife of Washington: by Margaret C. Conkling,
with a steel portrait, 18mo, scarlet cloth

Miss Copuiing, wha is & daughier of Judge Conkling of Auvburn, is favorably
Inewn ma the agor of Harper's tansistion of “ Fiorsan's 1listory of the Moorz
@f Bpain.” She also wrole * [audwl, or the T'rials of the liear.' In he preparatior
o the precly likds volume abe has Jone & praissworihy desd, and we hupe aie will
mgoive Lho rownrd abe morie.  She has laught us in tie work

“how divine a thin,
A wonian inay w maile,’

The mother and wifa of Waslington were, in inany respects, modal w and
the danghiere of America will Jo well Lo study Welr characiar — whick is onely
drwo on thens Dages. — Literary Meszemger.

Thle baautifu]i{lprinlud and stegantly bound little work, reflecting the highes
crodiy urou Lhe ekill and wsk of the publishers, containg biograjdiical sketches of
Mary, vie mother, aud Martha, the wile of the Faher o his coulity. It s A most
waluabla contribution Le the lusiery of the American pevple, embracing not ouly ths
EToat pubiic evennis of Lhe cantury duting which the subjecis lived, but thase piciupe
of hoine life, and tbaf™exhilitiun of accial manuers and cuetoms, which couatitute
the most imyorian patt of life, but which, from he fagi of therr apparent tiviaicy
ail intangibilny, the bimorign generully |asses over.  The authuress evideudly
wyorpathisey Iy with her sulject, and lzels that in the exlubibion vl (huse
womanly virioea which charecterized che lierciges of her narmuve, she niakes ihe
moa gioyuent pler in favor of the dignivy of her sox.  IL is dedicated 10 Mro, War
H. Sewuiho, i contzing a finely execuled engraviog ol the wila of Washipgion,
W eondually comnend it te the public, and moet especiclly our lsdy feadors, =
Syracure Journal,

This scceplable arl well written voluma goes forth upon & happy mission.

* Po weach us how divine a thing
A wuman may be mude,”

oy unfoldlng those charnm of charmciar Which belong to the mother and wile of Lhe
hero of the Land of the Pree; an in the compenionship of which, while they illus
traled the warchlul tenderness ni a mother, mud the eonliling ateciions or a wiie,
fa showt: thoss influences which made up the moral sentiments of B man, whose
meral grandeur will be felc iy mll that is {uiure in government o divine in
l;hilowyhr; and one whose name is adored by all nations, as the leader of man in

the profress of government, (o that perfection of human trzhts where all emoy
liberty and equality. 'Wo say that Mias Copkling has ffilled Lhe task sha saysa
%150 pariial (viendship has assigned her ' faclesaly, would perhape be e
womearured praies, for perlfection ie saldom nuained ; but it will not be denied bug
#ha: her biographiss sra (reced in the chase elegancea thal balong 1o the linahed
rriodu ol & refined atyle, wlich fascinelae the reader with wha she has thus comri

uted to our naiionsl liveraiure. .

The design af the voluine 3, o picture a mether fitting ihe * Father of his
Country > in & light (211 of tle inexheuatibie nebleness of wurnan's nature, and yel
an foaseminig thal subdued and uiel sianplicicy, where Trulh becomes the Hups va
which Fahih leoke al the Tuture with a emils. Thes mother of Washingion was
triesf in a schoul of practice where frugel habita and aclive Indusity wers combined
wiih whe proverhial exceliences al those ¥irginia mairore, who were wurthy nwihers
of syeh men as Washingion, Jeferson, Mershall, and Henry. Misa € haa pictusel
with filelity and elegance, lier viewa of this remarkable woman; ol less beauti-
futly has sha skeichel the character of Martha, the wils; following her from her
bri‘liant manners an the Virginia belle, theough the varicus phases of Ler life, sha
mves x mpid but comprehensive view of thuss charactoriatics which make up the
quiet refinament af manners nalive o Ler, and which ever gave her Uie repulation
al an weeontpliahed wife and lady. Anrd with peculiar dehcacy Miss Conklling has

rirayed the (housand virtues with which abe embeltished o honie ; her souabla
R:pm ticn wul Winging manners made the heppiost W the purest and beat of ail
Wi (mme bhas chusen fr ity noblest achisrmenta.— Syracuse Star.



BOOKS EECEBNTLY PFUELIEHKD BY DERBY & MILLER

The Life of the Empress Josephine, first wife
of Napoleon. By £. C. Hrapiey. 12meo, pp 878
- Derby, Miller & Co., Auburn, New York

There ute few ¢f the female characters of modemn history whose lives abound with
mores futeresling evenis than that of the Binpress Josephine.  Har whule course wan
vnp of ramantic, and uise of ragic interest. 10 the illusirious husband wap esninent,
far above afl ather men of his Time, for At 1ntellnct and Emiiginua achisvements,
Josenithine meemed, in tha more [ofiy and majeatic traite of charncier, w0 Lrenscemd tha
moat distinguished of her femals cotemporariea.  Like her husband, she iz a great
subject for biagrapht Many memoire I\ave been written of har, possaesing more o
sema mertl, but none have heen withuul interest.  The autheral lf’ug prezent book has,
we think, heen very sacgesainl.  Ti ik hy far the monal interesting hislory of Jusephlna
thal we have yeiseen. He peomm L0 have bad recourse Lo the best sources for bis
materiala, which he hae combined and pat wgether with akill and judzment. His
myle in fowing, slegzanl, el often eloquant  In short, 1 is & book well worth read.
ing, Bt will not faif to atizact the pullic attention.  As to the mechanical exerution
of the book, il is bul justice to the proprietnz 1o sy, that it will compare (arorably
with the productions ol the press of any city in the Union. It contamns & fine mezzo-
un Ennnil. of Jouephine, showing a beauly of persan squalled oply by ihe marsl
[ 4 eur of her charecter.— Wathington Union

- -

L is not without sta spatkling #ema.  Occanional (lasher of Lthought make the res-
der pauas 1o contemplale their reshnesa and beauvy, and revesl s weil-atorsd micd
in sympathy with the noblest huran teaits, in close communisn with the glories of
walure, Hie lext, too, iz happily chesen, Who has not felt n lingering, Eecullax,
undefinale mierest in the fughlfy extraordinary end tragic career of the Empress
Jusephine T Woauld it nat extend thia patice too Tar, we ehould like to touch the mors
prominent of the many eventful passages which marked the history of this remark-
able chill of supertition, to gaze (or a moment upon the rasciilating sar of her des-
uny, and (race 1ty tuminous Ascent from Lhe verieet dopths of agonizing gioom and
despair, (0 the lofliest pinacle of worldly splendor and renown, whers she grasped
for & moment the fAeeting phentom of happineas, only Lo sink again into the arms of
miaforiune, and feel still mora keenty Lhie bitter pangs of adversity. Buz all this will
be found 10 a very readable form in this intersating volume, snd wa cheerfully com-
mend it to notics.— [Ttica Clhaerver.

We do nol know aof a hingraphy of this important and Interesting personngs, m
eomplate in its historic details, and so eongenial Lo the epirit of her life, as thia:
white it han alse tie advantage of & popular styis, end of that view of the sghject
which accorda with the general sentiment.  Mr. Headley writes in 8 clear, weli-2us.
tained arul engaging style—evidontly eaterainiug & warm approbalion of hia subject,
and alive o tﬁa aublimity and purity of her Jife. Treating ol onn of the most Im
tant epocha ui French tristory, the work ie finely adapted to enlist the interest ol the
teader, and to supply o kind and degree of information not readily accesaible else
whera, Lt can hardly fail of proviug a highly popalar, as it is & highly credilable
work.—N. Y. Evangelizt.

Ths writer of thie book i & brother of J. T, Teadtey, the avther of * Mapolson and
his Marshals" - Washinzton and Lis Generals,” &c,  There isa m family T
semblance beoween ihe twn.  The queliués which have given such a wide celebrity
1o the one, seem v ba fully enjoyed by the other.  Boih brothers are characterized
by that peculiar vividness and, so 1 gpieak, infensily of elyle which alwaye makes a
book remdable and interenting.  The ** Life of Jossphins® ‘!mmma much of thae pa-
culiar charm. The author has studied his subject weli and could hardly have chosen
& Letter one Lo write upon.  Josephine is a charmed name Lo meny hearta.  Thers
arn few who do not feel an interest in her singularly evenifyl careet. Al first the
danghter of a Weat lrubia plenter,—then the wife of a French nobleman,—anon by
conaort af Gen, Bonaparte and aflorwards Empresa of France ;—het piclure presenta
us with a rcene of constantly increasing brighiness, where the dark shades never
¢hase away the light, till we Gehold her ending & caceor nf dazeling splendor an & do-
th d Emg and repudisted wils. Jossphine was ia many reepecta & model of %
womnan —duherel Express.




#00KB EECENYLY FUBLIGHED BY DRERBT & MILLER

Headley’s Women of the Bible: Historical amd
descriptive sketches of the Women of the Bible, as maidens,
wives, ood mothers; from Eve of the Old, to the Marys of
the New Testament: by Rev. P. C. Headiey, in one 12mo
volume, ilustrated —uniform with « Headley's Bacred
Mountains.”

The aathor of thiv work powsses enouch Lealts of resemblance Lo the auhor of
S Bacred Mountains, Lo lsave 1o doubd of hisTight 1o the nama of Hendiey. Thers
w much of that spiried descriplire power, which has made tha elder brother a
populnt favorite, ww! gives promice of & successf/ul career on hus owre account.  The
shwizlws ate braf, aml embody all the historic incidenls recorded of thom.— New

Fork Evangeiis,

A younger brother of J. ‘T. Healey 1a the anthor of thls bevuniful volume. It wil
probatly have a largar circulation than the splendid work issued lamt fall by the
Messra, Appleion, being better adapned (or the zoneral reader, In form and pria
while it i# pmanwatal enosugh for the centre 1ablc It conlaing ninewen descriptiv
biogruphical akewcher, srranged in chrosolegicar ~rder, bwclwiing nearly ait iba
dlatingulstred women of U saered annzly, aml oesing e outline of Seripturt
usory, The illustrationa are froan original designs, and are p and appro-
prinm. Ko oplinary powers of inartoation sl expreenon are shown in the virk
and picturasue descriptivie; and the fine poriraiiurcs of character river Uw
dnueresi, od set Torh the Scripture delineatimig in a strunzer light.  'n Liis respec.
ubet book haa no rival, for no other is su coinplote, following o ¢losely at the same
tme, the sacred marrsive. We bope it is DUl an carnest of other works from the
pon of s gified nuthor — Hume Journal,

We were #0 #truck wich the titfe of this work, and the preqoesessing appeamance
of iu typography, that we have so Iar Jeparied Irom the usual course adupted Lo
like caows, & Lo read carefully the work in land, before regomaending it w oup
mders.  Aad we are prenarcd & say, Lhat o mose siracuve voluie has nol fsdles
ko our wiy Jor a long thne, bt ia male uprol bried histocical and deastiplive sulogies
of the moal remarkable fercaleas of & most extronlinary era in the werld’s hisory,
The author- has appropriated very much of the peeiry amd rmmance of 1he Bible, in
e wketchea ho e given of nineteen women, who bave come down 10 ue through
their pacoliar metit, emisimed n secred inapiration.  Whoever reads Lhe story of
Berah, the beaniiful Ilebrow meiden, die admiration of the Chaldenn elephents and
the pride of her kindred ; or of Rebeeca, whom the * fubthiul aewar) uf Abrabam **
Journeyed 10 the land of Nalor and selocred as the bride of laane, sinl who, it is
said, “ waa pery fair to look tpem > of of Rachel, the beautiful slephrrdess who
tanded bor futher's flocks In the vailey of 1Turan; or of Merrwm, Debuarsh, Jepiha's
Duugh'se, Theliak, Buth, Gueen of Sheba, the Shunamite. Exther, Elizabech, Virgin
Mary, Dorcas, and clhers — will read & atory far more interesting & attractive than
any romayco of nevel.  Exery yming lady in wown should read thia work ; and we
will wesenre 0 sy thas they W’ do oo if they but ance get hodd of K, for it ba u bowl
that carol be liid aside. — Owwimge T,



BOOEA RECENTLY PURLISHED BY DERRY & MILLER.

What I Baw in London: or, Men and Things in the
Epglish Metropolis By D. W. Barrierr. Anbumn:
Dserpy & Minize,

Thi volowe dleplays bothing of the pride of anthorshlip, but it kas & fracknes
i SurmATOn iu ibe Rarrelivs ibal are gqolie nurective, sod coming from coe of e
youngsal writers who bas ever braved ibe perily of Lhe press, It has an alr of iadl-
widcality that canocd Ml Lo prepostess thd raadet 1o ita favor. The anthor enjoyed
good opportunilles for ohearvallon, apd hay turmped them 1o excellont gocount ® *
We copy & few of his rapld portrailures, which have the rare merlt of being wn-
Al and free from. exsggerulion. The volume £0nialns nQMETGOE eusy, ONpres
wnding skeiches of & Wmilar charscier, with a Irequent vein of i remark om
manners and socleiy ln Eogland. Yo oftan meet with a more predantjons traveller
—bul snident with & mers agresabls ono—N, ¥, Tridune

The anthor !s » young mao, yeld hie has producsd o the roloms before 02 2 mare
veaciahia and valaable work than oise tenthe of the books of travel which are con-
manlly poosing from Lho press. * * ® A feature of 1bls volume thal wiit interost
many readery |s hia group of % Bkatches of Publle Men.” Theen inelods Tannyson,
Dickens, Carlyls, M lay, aod odbert.—~Hartford Timea.

Tha ook is racy and apiritad, Jts descripifons are graphle, aod It will be resd
throogh with undaggiog interest, The suthor has bean it able fureign oomespon-
dent of several journals; he gavo the best deseription of the Cryaial Palsce, we
thiok, of any we saw,— Beston (Mivs Branch.

An afr of orighollty amd freahnses parvades every page. On tha whole, we think
1 will b regurded a8 ong of the mont enisrmining books of Whe eesson.—XN. E,
Farmer, .

Hap deals with med and things, and the tralts of Engliah amry-dly lih. kindly lnl
plemsantly, snd bhe has nade & mesi voluma af lemt T
Era

"All the lonw in Londnn, liternry, artistic, political, milliary, naval, and clerical,
are vivid!y vketched, Wa hove derived a greal denl of lnformation amd plemsura
from a perusal uf thin good book.— PAadsiphiz City Ttew

Mr, Bartlert has written & book which [ the froit of lopg residenwt mmonp, mad
extensive chearvallom of Lhe great Engliah natton. It ia this which glves r valus o
s work tdat few polumar of travals can prajmd 2o, sod which csuses un W alrangly
fecommeand L6 10 all others.— Carpet Bag.

‘This lively, goaMpplog volums Ls s walooms sddiiing o the Dmrsinre of U day,
_-Jl'a ¥, Orgama



WORKS PUBLISHED BY DERBY & MILLER.

WHAT I SAW IN NEW YORK;

Or, A Bizp's Eve View or City Lire. By Joen H. Ross, M.D.
Auburn: Dersy & MiLLER.

“This book contains the observations of a very observing author,
who has seen most of sbat is to be seen in New York, the great em-
porium of business, pleasure, riches, poverty, avarice, charity and
crime. The book contains a great variety of useful information, and
is written in a style that cannot fail to please, We predict that it will
have a large sale thronghout the country. We shall give our readers
& few extracts from this volume in our next number.”—Rulland
Adoertiser,

' This is, aa it professes to be, ¢ A Bird's Eye View of City Life.' It
is a volume of 826 pages, and when we inform our readers that it is
from the pen of Dr. Ross, we prepare them to expect a chaste, appro-
priate and well-written volume. It notices the public institutions,
benevolent and scientific societies, &c., and the work is interspersed
with sound and excellent remarks upon a variety of topics. When we
say that it has been published by those enterprising publishers, Derby
and Miller, of Auburn, we need say no more of the merits of its typog-
raphy, binding, &c.”"—Mirror of the Times,

“This is an excellent book for two classes of persons: first, those
who go to New York, and want a guide to enable them to fied out the
lions; secondly, those who never go thither; but would still like to
take in the great idea of the largest American city, as far as they can
withont the aid of vision. The writer is evidently a person of minute
a3 well as extensive observation, and has spared no pains to render
his work worthy of the public patronage.”—Argus.

“This is a volume of over 300 pages, and embraces a great amonnt
of statistical and other information relative to the great metropolis.
The author has drawn from original sources in his accounts of institu-
tloas and publiccharities ; his work cannot be without value.”—Albang
Atlas.



WORES PURLISHED BY DEREY & MILLER.

THE LIFE OF LOUIS KOSSUTH,

dovenwor of Huwoaar; incruning Norices oF the Men anm
Bcenss oF THe HuwoanlaN BEVOLUTION: To WHICH 13 aDDED X
APFENDIX, CONTLINING WIS PRINCIPiL Sveecurs, &c. WiTH aix
IntropucTion 2Y Horace (reerey, By P, ., HeaDLEY, Auburn
DesBY & MILLER,

“We have read pretty nearly everything accessible which has bheen
published either in England or thiz country, in reference to Eoasnch
and Hungarian affairs, and we are sstisfied that- this is the clesrest,
best arranged, snd most reliable siogle volume yet before the publia
on thess abeorbing suhjects,”— Bosten Paper.

“Thin la & work that every lover of freedom should be poesessed
ol"— Waneriey Luminary,

% Mr. Headley has glowingly depicted the eanses which brought
about the Hungarian war of Independence, painted in his own gor
geous style the battie-flelds of that sanguinary eirife, and portrayed in
the most vivid colors the events which brought about its dlsastrons
result.”— Hampikire Expres.

‘An u hislorical work thiz volume |z valuahle, The Hungariaa
Bevolution—ils causes-—its progress—ita termination—all are explain.
ed in detail, and with a vividness of description which Lrings the in-
cidents in almost Jife-view before the reader.”— Troy Post.

“It {s from the per of P. C. Headley, well known by his popular
historical aod biographical writings, and is given in a style of glowing
earnestness, eloquenco and truthfulness, which must commend it lo
the tasile aed judgment of the public.”—Bosion Transcript,

#“Ita worth and popnlarity are sufficiently indicated by the fact that
abont fifteen thousaud copies have already been disposed of. It la
embellished by 8 most spirited likenesa of the great Megyar."— Churck
Ambassader,

“ This American biography of the Hungarian is suecinet, gpirited,
graphic, and so far s our information extends, correct. It is admi.
rably prefaced by Horace Greeley—a prefaca worth the price of the
book—and has an appendix conisining Kossuth's priveipal spesches
both in England and America'— Besion Commonamalid.



WORKS PURLISHED BY DERBY & MILLER.

SUMMERFIELD;

Or, Lars on & FaxM. By Day Errroga Ler. Auburn.
: Deray & Miurea. '

“We have road with lively and satiafied interest. It is the atory of

s ploneer scttlement in Western (now Central) New York, and ita
ual transformation from & mere opening in the grand old woods
1nto & populous and thrifty rural township. The scencs are natural,
the chamcters homely and liiw-like, and the narrative replete with
pamsages of the profnndest pathioa. and incidents of almost painful ine
terest, This i3 evidently the work of oo amatenr in wooderaflt, but
ome ' to the manor horn,' and-doving Nature and her children with a
son's, 8 brother's affection.  Above all, * Bummerfleld’ is in the deepeat
sense religious, nnd caiculated to exert a strong and wholesome moral
influence on its readers, who we trust will be wany.” —Herace Groeley,

It sims to teach the leason of contentment, and the rural picture
which it draws, aod the scenes of home happiuess with which it makes
us acguainted, are well calculated to enforce it —Adas,

“* There is a great deal of life and peture in the story, and In some
of the scenes there is a rich display of wit. It were well for the rising
genaration if all the works of Hicting, which alimost delugs the world,
were equally dignified in their chareoter and harmiess in their ten-
dency."'—Argus.

¢ A story told with freshness, and in a neat pointed style. It has w
flavor of originality, and the descriptivns are generally excellent; and,
what is somethiog of & peculiarity at present in writing of this kind,
not over-burdened with words "— Literary World,

*The aim of the author of this little work ix to ivstil into the minds
of his readers a leason of tho utmost practical importance, intinately
connected wilh the expericnoe of every-day life.  This commendable
object he ruccessflly accomplishes in the pages of this charming
boult. ‘Life on a Farm’ is presented in all its most attmactive features,
and yet with the atrictest adhervnce to trmth.  We Leartily commend
the work to oor readers.”"—Afbany Reoister,

" This i3 & jdensing and well-written tale, founded on incidents con-
nected with farm-life. and bearing & most instrective and ealutary
moral, The print. paper, and binding are exccllent, and highly ered-
{lable to the pubnishers whose enterprise and thrift have alveady given
them rank with zome of the oldest and most prospercus houses of the
great cities "--J, G. Sazs.





