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ADVERTISEMENT. 

OF centennial sermons and Fourth-of-Julyora.
tions, whether professedly such or in the guise of 
history, there are more than enough. It is due 
to our fathers and ourselves, it is due to truth and 
philosophy,· to present for once, on the historic 
stage, the founders of our American nation un
bedaubed with patriotic rouge, wra.pped up in no 
fine-spun cloaks of excuses and apology, without 
stilts, buskins; tinsel, or bedizzenment, in their 
own proper persons, often rude, hard, narrow, super
stitious, and mistaken, but always earnest, down
right, manly, and sincere. The result of their la.
bors is eulogy enough; their best apology is to tell 
their story exactly as it was. 

We have a.ceordingly, in this book, an attempt 
to set forth the personages of our colonial and rev-
0lutionary history, such as they rea.lly were in 
their own day and generation, living and breath
ing men, their faults as well as their virtues, their 
weaknesses as well as their strength-for to know 
men, we must know them in both aspects; an en
deavor to trace our institutions, religious, social, 
and political, from their embryo state; to show, 
in fine, from what beginnings, by what influen-
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ces, and through what changes the United States 
of America are what they are. 

For facts, recourse has been had to the original 
authorities, particularly laws, state papers, public 
documents, and official records, printed and man. 
uscript. Free use has also been made of the nu
merous valuable collections of letters and memoirs 
relating especially to the Revolution, published 
within the last twenty-five years. It has not been 
thought necessary to "distract the reader's atten· 
tion, and to increase the size and cost of the book, 
by a parade of references; but, for the benefit of 
those curious in such matters, and especially of 
such young students as may wish to investigate our 
history in its original sources, a list of the printed 
books chiefly used is placed at the end of the third 
volume. In all cases of citations from statutes, 
which are very numerous, public records, letters, 
and generally from memoirs and histories, the dates 
in the margin will furnish a guide to those who 
may desire to verify the quotations. 

To combine a mass of materials, generally dry, 
soinetimes defective, and sometimes contradictory, 
embracing a multiplicity of petty details concern· 
ing numerous independent communities, into an 
harmonious, well-proportioned whole, all the parts 
of which shall illustrate each other, and, preserv
ing the necessary brevity, to convey to the reader 
a distinct idea of the persons, facts, and bearings 
of our history, in narrative somewhat picturesque 
and life-like, is a task so difficult, that in the pres-
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ent defective state of our historicallitemture even 
a distant a.pproach to it can hardly fail to be ac· 
ceptable. 

No other work on American history, except mere 
oompends and abridgments, embraces the same 
extent of time; none comprehends the same cir. 
cuit of inquiry, or has any thing like the same 
plan and objects. Nowhere else can be found in 
the same distinct completeness the curious and 
instructive story of New England theocracy, the 
financial, economical, a.nd political history of the 
colonies and the Revolution, the origin and shap
ing of our existing laws and institutions, state and 
national, the progressive, social, and intellectual 
development of our people. 

The foundation thus laid, it is intended in two 
more volumes to sketch the story even to the pres
ent times. 
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mSTORY' OF THE UNITED STATES. 

CHAPTER I. 

VOYAGES OF DISCOVERY., TERRITORIAl. CLAIMS. 
y' 

'lV HEN Columbus undertook his first voyage aoross CHAPTER 

the Atlantio, the passage to India by the Cape of Good I. 

Hope was as yet unknown. The fabulous wealth of the 1492.. 
regions of the East, especially as set forth by the Vene. 
tian Maroo Polo, fired the bold imagination of that great 
navigator, sustained his hopes, and prompted his ~se. 
vering efforts. In the newly.invented astrolabe, the pred
ecessor of the quadrant, he possessed an instrument to 
asoertain his latitude, and in, the oompass, a guide aoross 
the sea. With scientifio heroism, relying on the theory 
of the earth's rotundity, while the prevailing under.esti· 
mate as to its size diminished to his ardent mind the 
dangers of an untried voyage--first of men, he dared to 
hope to reach Asia by a western passage. He thought 
he had done 80; the new ~nds he had found he oalled 
the WEST INDIEs; and he zealously persisted, and died in 
the belief, that those new lands were a part of Cathay, 
or Farther India. 

Amerigo Vespucoi, following presently in the traok 
of Columbus, seems first to have perceived in those west. 
ern regions a NEW WORLD. As suoh he early an· 
nounced it in his famous letter to Lorenzo de Medioi; 1604. 
and to that remarkable announoement, adding, as it did, 

J. C 

, 
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CHAPTER a fourth quarter to the globe, and soon confirmed by sub-
L sequent discoveries, ought we not to ascribe the name 

AI\IERICA-not, as Spanish historians jealous for the fame 
of Columbus would have it, to an alleged successful fraud 
on the part of Vespucci, in passing himself off as having 
first seen the western continent ? 

That continent, in fact, was first seen neither by Co
lumbus nor Vespucci. It has even been conjectured, on 
the strength of an old Icelandic ballad, that, five centu
ries before the time of those great navigators, the North 
American coasts were reached by Danish adventurers 
from Iceland. Greenland they certainly discovered and 
colonized; but their alleged visit to North America, 
though not without warm advocates, rests on evidence 
of too mythio a oharaoter to find a place in authentio 
history. To the Cabots, at the head of an English ex
pedition, the historioal honor belongs of having, first of 
Europeans, seen the main land of the western continent. 

England at that period was a feudal monarchy, with 
a population of hardly three millions, without trade or 
manufactures, just emerging from the miseries of a dis
puted succession and a long oivil war. Scotland, un
quiet and barbarous, constituted a separate and often hos
tile kingdom. Ireland, equally barbarous and unquiet, 
was kept, with diffioulty, in partial subjeotion. Henry 
VII., wbounited in himself and his queen the rival olaims 
of the two royal houses of York and Lanoaster, eager for 
revenue, and anxious, like all the mo~arohs of that day, 
to oreate a counterbalance to the power of the feudal no
bility, was disposed to encourage the long-neglected arts 
of peace. But that talent for nautioal and commercial 
enterprise for which the English and their descendants 
in America have since been so distinguished, as yet lay 
dormant. The trade and navigation of the British Isles 
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still1'6mained, as during the whole oourse of the Middle CHAPTER 

Ages, prinoipally in the hands of Italians and Germans I .. 

from the Lombard oities and the Hanse towns. 
Portugal and Spain, pioneers in voyages of discovery, 

vainly attempted, by means of a papal bull, to secure to 1493. 
themselves a monopoly of oceanic navigation. Cupidity 
and curiosity were exoited in all the maritime countries 
of Europe by the annonnoement that Columbus had 
found extensive, .populous, and gold-producing regions in 
the western seas. Among those who shared this feeling 
was John Cabot, by birth a Venetian, but long settled 
at Bristol, the principal port in the west of England, and, 
next to London, the ohief mart of Briti8h commerce. 
The northwestern ocean, as far as Ioeland, was already 
familiar .to the mariner8 of Bristol, aoou8tomed to sail 
thither on fishing enterprises. 

Notwithstanding the papal bull above mentioned, Ca- 1496. 
bot obtained from the King of England a commission, in: March 5. 

its general outline mn", resembling that granted by Fer-
dinand and Isabella to Columbus; but the English mon-
arch, unlike his Spanish cotemporaries, did not bear the 
expenses of the voyage. Cabot himself, or any of his 
three sons, their heirs or deputies, were authorized to 8ail 
into the eastern, northern, or western seas with a fleet 
of five ships, and, at their- own expense, to search for isl-
ands or regions inhabited: by infidels, and hitherto un-
known to Christendom; to take possession in the name 
of the King of England, and, as his vassals, to conquer, 
possess, and occupy; enjoying for themselves, their heirs, 
and assigns forever, the sole right of trading thither; 
paying to the king, in lieu of all customs and imposts, a 
fifth of all net profits . 

. Provided with this comprehensive though questionable 
title to the lands he might discover, John Cabot present-



3 6 II 1ST 0 R Y 0 F THE UN IT E D S TAT E S. 

CHAPTER ly set sail, attended by his son Sebastian, a native of 
I. Bristol, a young man hardly twenty, but enterprising, 

energetic, and well skilled in the science. of navigation. 
This rem~kable voyage, of which no memoir exists, has 
been often confounded with one made the year after, un
der the sole command of Sebastian Cabot. Uninformed. 
as to partioulars, we only know that, more than a year 
before Columbus saw the main land of America, and a 
month or two at least before the earliest alleged arrival 
of Amerigo on the coast of Paria, the Cabots reached the 

1497. western continent, somewhere probably on the coast of 
June 24. Labrador. This new found land abounded with white 

bears and deer of unusual size-indications of an arctic 
region. It was inhabited by savage men, olothed in 
skins, and armed with bows, spears, and clubs .• 

1498. Having returned to Bristol, John Cabot was author
Feb. 3. ized, by a second patent, to take at his pleasure, for the 

purpose of proseouting his discoveries, five or six ships, 
of two hundred tons burden or less, any where in En
gland or its dependenoies, paying therefor, as the king 
would in like case. He was also authorized, by a dis
pensation of the statute of fugitives, to transport to the 
new found land any who might be willing to go with him. 

Kay. The youthful Sebastian Cabot was soon placed at the 
head of a new voyage, as well for purposes of trade as 
of discovery, in which the king and several merchants 
of London and Bristol took shares. He set sail with 
several ships, reached again the new found land, and, 
turning south, ran many degrees of latitude along the 
coast, till f-ailure of provisions obliged his return to En
gland. . Such is all that we know of this second voyage 
to North Amerioa. 

'fhe very month in which Sebastian Cabot left En
gland, Vasco de Gama, in prosecution of a scheme of 
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Afrioan discovery carried on by the Portuguese for half CHAP'l'ER 

a century, having doubled, for the first time, the Cape of 1. 

Good Hope, reaohed Caliout, in India. Thus was opened 
to Europe, by a new route, the Indian Ocean, and the 
vast territories of Farther Asia, for wh~ch Columbus, then 
on his third voyage, was still vainly seeking along the 
southem shores of the Caribbean Sea. 

Cabot found no populous regions, like De Gama; no 
pearls, nor gold, nor other preoious commodities, like Co
lumbus. The new found lands of the north, unlike those 
of the East and W ~t Indies, appeared cold, sterile, un
peopled, and worthless. Yet they were not without their 
treasures. The vast shoals of cod on the shallows of the 
adjacent ocean attraoted the attention, if not of the Ca
bots, at least of other voyagers, English and Frenoh, who 
followed close in their track; and this discovery led at 
once to the establishment of a regular fishery, continued 
from that day to this. Within two years after Sebastian 
Cabot's voyage, some natives of the country were brought 
to London and publicly exhibited there. This fishery 1000. 
ou the coast and bank of NEwFOUNDLAND formed the first 
link between Europe and North America, and, for a cen-
tury, almost the only one. 

It was beld in those times, among tbe Christian states 
of Europe, and is still received as a principle of the law 
of nations, that newly-discovered countries belong to the 
discoverers. This title by ~isoovery might be liable, in- -
deed, to some exception in favor' of the native inhabit
ants j but, in case those inhabitants were not Christians, 
they were looked upon as fair subjects for plunder and 
conquest, the exclusive privilege of which was attached 
to the discovery. In conformity with this doctrine, and 
in right of the discovery by the Cabots, the English sub
sequently put forward a claim to extensive regions of 
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CHAP'rER North Amerioa, a part of which they ultimately colo
l. 

___ nized. But this colonization, necessary to oomplete the 
title by discovery, was a long time delayed; and more 
than eighty years elapsed before the English made any 
very vigorous or notable attempt to take permanent poe-
868Sion of any part of Amerioa. The exploration of the 
coast was meanwhile pursued by other nations. 

1601. Not content with his recent discovery of the oiroum-
navigability of Africa, and the rich 008.sts of the Indian 
seas, the able and enterprising Emanuel, king of Portu
gal, sent Ga.~par Cortereal with two vessels to pursue 
the track of the Cabots, and to explore the northwestern 
ocean. Cortereal sailed six or seven hundred miles along 
the shores of North America. He admired the stately 
forests, the pines especially, well suited for yards and 
masts; but he found nothing with which to freight his 
vessels except a number of unhappy natives kidnapped 
and carried to Portugal as slaves. This practice of kid
napping had grown familiar to the Portuguese in their 
voyages for the last half century along the oo&sts of Af
rica. Negro slaves were already common in Portugal, 
but the natives of America were not found 80 suitable 
for servitude. 

Already, before the sailing of Cortereal, though the 
faot was not yet known in Portugal, Cabral, another 
Portuguese navigator, keeping far west on his passage 
to India, to avoid the oalms common on the African 
ooast, had lighted by accident on the 008.st of Brazil, 80 

oalled from the red dye-wood whioh formed for a long 
time its prinoipal export. Satisfied with this discovery, 
and engrossed by their Asiatio and African conquests, 
the Portuguese resigned the exploration of the north to 
the obscure ent.erprises of humble fishermen, not English 
only or chiefly, but hardy mariners also of Biscay in 
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Spain, and of Brittany and Normandy, the northwest- CIW'TBR 

ern provinces of France. . L 

It was by fishermen from Brittany that the island of 
CAPE BRETON was discovered and named. Even at that 1604. 
early period Dennys of HarHeur drew for the use of the 1606. 
Frenoh fishermen a rude chart of the Gulf of St. Law-
rence, though unknown as yet by that name. 

The Spanish navigators who followed in the track of 
Columbus, ooDfined themselves fur some twenty years to 
the exploration of the West India Islands, and the 008.sts 
of the Caribbean Sea. The oolooy which Columbus had 
himself established on the island of Haiti-oldest of Eu. 1493. 
ropean settlements in Amerioa--was presently followed 1608-
by others at Porto Rioo, Jamaica, and Cuba. The un. 11. 
happy natives of those islands--a timid and unwadike 
race--reduced to slavery and apportioned among the prin. 
cipal adventurers, were compelled ,to hunt for gold dust 
in the chaIlDels of the streams, or to oultivate the sugar-
cane carried thither from the Canaries and the south of 
Spain. The large fortunes thus realized attracted to 
those islands a great number of adventurers, by whom 
new enterpil8es of discovery were soon undertaken. 

Juan Ponce de Leon, a. companion of Columbus, the 
conqueror and first Spanish governor of Porto Rico, en
riched by the forced labor of the unhappy natives of that 
island, e%pended a portion of the wealth thus aequired 
in a voyage among the Bahamas, in search of a fountain 
fabled to have the power to make young again all those 
who bath~ in its waters. The vague hopes of adven
turers, whose chief reading had been the romances of 
chivalry, gave rise, indeed, to a thousand chimerical ex
pectations. Even Columbus himself had been the per. 
petual dupe of a lively imagination; for the Indians were 
ever ready to corroborate, and to repeat as a part of their 
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CHAma own traditions or knowlecJge, fables suggested by the crad
___ ulous questions of their conquerors. In co~se of his 

, romantic search, on Palm Sunday, which the Spaniards 
1512. call Pasqua de Flores, Ponce fell in with that peninsula 

which separates the Gulf of Mexico from the Atlantic 
Ocean, and which he took for another great island like 
Haiti or Cuba. He landed at no great distance, proba
bly, from the harbor of St. Augustine; and disregarding 
alike the rights and the hostility of the natives, with the 
formalities usual on such occasions, took possession for 
the King of Spain; and, to commemorate the day of the 
discovery, gave to this new region the name of FLORIDA. 

Adventurers of that period did not· conceive themselves 
. authorized to undertake enterprises of conquest, except 
by some royal commission, and Ponce proceeded to Spain 
to procure such authority. During his protracted ab
sence, Vasquez de Aillon, another Spanish navigator, 
visited the coast further north, the region, perhaps, about 

1521. St. Helena's Sound, in what is now South Carolina. He 
also proceeded to Spain, and procured there a grant of 
this newly-discovered region, by the name of CmcoRA. 

The discovery and conquest, by Cortez and his follow
ers, of the rich and populous kingdom of Mexico, then just 
completed, had excited anew the Spanish imagination. 
Ponce presently returned to Florida with the design of 
planting a colony, 9r, more properly, of conquering a prov
ince. But hardly had the crews of his two ships landed, 
when the natives attacked them with poisoned arrows, 
killed the greater part, and obliged the rest to re-embark. 

1525. Equally unsuccessful was the attempt of Vasquez to 
obtain possession of his province of Chicora. The in
dians, whose friends he had kidnapped on his former visit, 
remembered the injury, and repulsed him with loss. 

Other Spanish navigators, in the regular intercourse 
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now established between the West India Islands and the CHAPTER . • L 
newly-conquered Mexico, discovered land to the north- __ _ 
ward, and soon ascertained the general outline of the 
Mexican Gulf. On the southwestern coast of that gulf 
some Spanish se~ements were already establisbed-the 
first on the continent--to serve as harbors for the Mexi~ 
can empire. 

The nautioal skill of Sebastian Cabot, for whioh En-
gland furnished no oooupation, had sought employment 
in the Spanish service; but, during the period of these 
recent Spanish discoveries, Cabot appears to have return-
ed to England, and to have undertaken a new enterprise, 
not without an important influence on the future explo-
ration of North America. The wealth derived by the 
Portuguese from the trade to. India was fast making 
Lisbon the richest oity in Europe. The voyage by the 
Cape of Good Hope, besides being claimed as a monopoly 
by the Portuguese, was also very long; and hence the re-
vival of the scheme of Columbus for a western passage 
to India. The outline of the American coast along the 
Atlantio was as yet very imperfectly known. The New 
World was perhaps a series of islands, among whioh a 
westem passage might be found. The discovery of the 1613. 
South Sea by Nunez de Balboa, who had penetrated 
aoross the Isthmus of Darien, demonstrated the narrow-
ness of the continent in that part, and encouraged these 
hopes. In pursuit of suoh a passage, Cabot sailed from 
England. The da.te of this voyage is uncertain, and the 
accounts of it contradiotory and obscure; but he seems 
to have penetrated into that great northern bay, whioh 
Hudson re-disoovered near a century afterward, where his 
course was out short, neither by land nor ice, but by the 
cowardice and disobedience of one of his subordinate offi-
cers. The English were not prepared to follow up this 
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CIlAJ'TER enterprise, and Cabot, returning to the service. of Spain, 
L 

___ found employment in exploring the La Plata, discovered 
by Juan de Solis the same year in whioh Ponce had filost 
seen Florida. 

A western passage to India was in fact discovered, 
though not in the direction in whioh Cabot had sought 
it. The adventurous Magellan, keeping boldly to the 
south, entered the straits whioh bear his name, and by 
that stormy and dangerous passage penetrated into the 

1620. South Pacifio, across whioh he boldly steered for India. 
He died on the voyage; but his ship, after discovering 
the Philippine Islands, returned to Spain by the Cape of 
Good Hope, thus realizing the bold vision of Columbus, 
and completing the first ciroumna'rigation of the globe. 
But the southwestern passage to India by the Straits of 
Magellan, besides being olaimed as a Spanish monopoly, 
was still longer and more dangerous than that by the 
Cape of Good Hope. A western or northwestern pas
sage still remained, therefore, a problem for navigators, 
and an objeot of commercial desire and pursuit. 

The great wealth derived by the Spaniards from the 
conquest of Mexico attracted new attention to America. 

1624. Verrazzani, a Florentine, dispatched from France on the 
first voyage of discovery undertaken from that country at 
the public expense, after touching at several places fur
ther south, discovered and entered the harbors now so fa
miliar as New York and Newport, whence he coasted the 
then nameless shores of New England and Nova Scotia 
as far as the 60th degree of north latitude. Verrazza
ni's letter to Franois I., giving a brief narrative of this 
voyage, contains the earliest description extant of the 
coasts and aboriginal people of what are now the United 
States. 

The inhabitants of the north of Italy, especially the 
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Genoese, the Venetians, and the Florentines, were at this CBAPTBJl 

period the most commercial, industrious, and enlightened. L 

people in Europe, and, except perhaps the Portuguese, 
the best versed. in the scienoo and art of navigation. Of 
the navigators who 1irst explored. the shores of the New 
World, Columbus, the elder Cabot, Amerigo, and Ver
razzani were lialiaDS. But Genoa. aDd Florenoo had lost 
tbeir liberties, and were sjDkj~g in a rapid deoline; Ven-
ioo, become a olose aristocraoy, was employing all her en
ergies in attempting to shield her cornmeree with lDdia 
by the anoient :route of Egypt and the Red Sea against 
the effects of Portuguese oompetition by the new pas-
sage round the Cape of Good Hope. The eminent nav
igators above named were not employed by their native 
oities. They sailed in the I18rvi06 of foreign princes. 
Spain, Portugal, England, aDd France profited by the 
80ience of Italy, and acquired vast possessions in America, 
where no Italian state ever posse88ed a foot of territory. 

Whether Verrazzani undertook a second voyage is un
certain; but his track was immediately followed by Go-
mez, dispatched by the Spanish counoil 01 the Indies, it 
would seem, as a sort of rival to Cabot, in searoh of a 
western or DOrthwestern passage into tho Paoific, whioh 
Gomez had already traversed, as the companion of Ma
gellan, in the first ciroumnavigation of the globe. His 1020. 
present 'Voyage degenerated, like that of Cortereal a quar-
ter of a century before, into a mere kidnapping expedi-
tion, a practi06 already familiar to the Spaniards of the 
West Indies, who sought by this means to fill up the 
gap which their inexorable avarice occasioned in the onoo 
numerous population of Haiti and the adjacent islands. 
This resource, however, W88lound quite insuffioient, and 
slaves from Africa, more capable of endurance, already 
began to be imported into the West Indies. Las Casas, 
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CHAPTER the frie;nd and proteotor of the Indians, had snggested and 
I. favored this substitnte--a suggestion whioh the oolonists 

were prompt to seize, and whioh the benevolent bishop 
lived to condemn and lament. The system of personal 
servitnde was fast disappearing from Western Europe, 
where the idea had obtained that it was inconsistent with 
Christian duty for Christians to hold Christians as slaves. 
But this oharity did not extend to heathen and infidels. 
The same system of morality whioh held the possessions 
of unbelievers as lawful spoils of war, delivered over their 
persons also to the condition of servitude. Henoe, in 
Amerioa, the slavery of the Indians, and presently of ne
groes, whom experience proved to be muoh more oapable 
of enduring the hardships of that condition. 

The exploration of Florida hitherto had been limited 
to the coast; Pamphilo de Narvaez was first to JMUle
trate inland. Narvaez had taken an active part in the 
conquest of Cuba, and subsequently had been dispatched 
by the govemor of that island to dispute with Cortez the 
conquest of Mexico, bnt on that oooasion had fallen a 
prisoner into the hands of his abler rival. Setting sail 

1528. from Cuba in searoh of a new Mexioo, he landed with 
three hundred lllen on the northern shore of the gulf, near 
the Bay of Appalache. After wandering inland for some 
distance, and finding nothing satisfactory, he tumed west
ward, and struggled on through pine forests and morasses, 
and across rivers, as far, perhaps, as the Bay of Pensa-
0010.. Discouraged and greatly reduced in numbers, his 
oompany built small boats, in which they hoped to reach 
some Spanish settrement; but the boats were driven 
on shore in a storm, and four men only of the whole 
oompany succeeded at last, after long wanderings, in 
reaohing Mexioo by land. 

While the Spaniards were engrossed with tbe oonquest 
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of Peru, Jaques Cartier, a mariner of St. Malo, was dis. CHAPTER 
I. 

patched by Chabot, admiral of France, on the humbler - __ 
but more just and honorable enand of exploring those 
northern coasts of the New World already familiar to the 
Frenoh fishermen. Setting sail with two ships, Cartier 1534. 
made the coast of Newfoundland in twenty days, and, 
having nearly oiroumnavigated that island, orossed the 
yet nameless Gulf of St. Lawrence, and entered a bay 
which he named Des Chaleurs, from the heats of mid. 
summer then prevailing. Tracing theOO8.8t to the north, 
he disoovered and named the Bay of Gaspe, and took 
possession of the adjacent country for the King of France. 
A great estuary opened before him, whioh. he ascended 
till he oould see land on both sides; but, as winter was 
approaohing, he turned about, and in thirty days reached 
St. Malo, eanying with him two of the natives. The 
report of this voyage produced quite an exoitement in 1535. 
France, and Cartier was fitted out the next spring with 
three large ships and a number of oolonists. As he passed 
to the northward of Anticosti on the day of St. Law· 
reNCe, he gave the name of that saint to the water through 
whioh he was sailing-a name gradually extended to the 
whole gulf and to the great river flowing' into it. Up 
that river or estuary Cartier ascended till he reaohed 11 

fertile island full of vines,· whioh he oalled the Isle of 
Bacchus, now Orleans. The two natives brought baok 
served as interpreters~ He was hospitably entertained 
by a ohief of that neighborhood, and, by his invitation, 
ascended in boats to a oonSiderable village on ~e island 
of Hoohalaga. To a hill on that island Cartier gave the 
name Mont Real, now borne by .the whole island and the 
oity built upon it. He returned to his ships and spent 
the winter at the Isle of Bacchus, where his people. suf. 
fered muoh from the scurvy. They found relief from a 
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CHAPTER decootion of pine buds, recommended by the Indians; but 
I. the siokness, the cold, and the long winter seem to have 

1036. discouraged the intended colonists. In the spring they 
all returned; and 80 narrow at that time were the onr
rent notions of jlmtioe and humanity, that Cartier did not 
hesitate to kidnap the Indian chief from whom he had 
received so many favors. 

That same year a merchant of London, named Hore, 
a man of some scientific aoquirements, attempted a set
tlement in Newfoundland-an enterprise in whioh he 
was joined by some young adventurers of family and 
oharacter. But this first attempt at English coloniza
tion in Amerioa proved very disastrous. The adventu
rers only.saved themselves from starvation by seizing a 
Frenoh fishing vessel whioh had just arrived on the coast 
well viotualed, in whioh they escaped to England. 

The idea in Franoe of colonizing the coasts of the St. 
Lawrence, though somewhat damped by the result of 
Cartier's second voyage, was not yet abandoned. Fran-

1040. cis de Ja Roque, lord of Robertval, in Pioardy, obtained 
from Francis I. the appointment of vioeroy and lieuten
ant general for Canada, Hoohalaga, Saguenay, Newfound
land, Belle Isle, Cape Breton, and Labrador, with au
thority to make conquests and to plant a colony. Car
tier also received a commission as chief pilot and oap
iain general. To obtain men for the enterprise, author
ity was given to ransaok the prisons-hopeful materials 
for the foundation of a state! The two commanders 
could not agree, and did not act in ooncert. Cartier 

1041. sailed first with five ships, ascended the St. Lawrence, 
and built a fort on the Island of Orleans, where he passed 
the winter. His provisions failed; the natives, disgust
ed at his former treacherous oonduct, were now hostile; 

1042. and, when the spring opened, he set sail for Franoe. Off 

Digitized by Google 



TERRITORIAL CLAIMS. 47 

Newfoundland he" encountered Robertval on his outward CIUPTER 

passage, with three ships and two hundred men. Ro. L 

bertval would have persuaded or compelled him to return; 
but Cartier escaped in the night, and kept on his home
ward oourse. Robertval proceeded to the St. Lawrence, 
where he spent the winter, but. in the spring returned 
to France. Several years later he embarked on a sec- 1549. 
ond expedition, but was never again heard of. The dis. 
coveries of the French fishermen, but more especially the 
explorations of Verrazzani and Cartier, served as found-
ation for a claim by France to the northern portion of 
the American oontineni. 

While the French were thus vainly attempting the 
occupation of the St. Lawrence, the Spaniards made an· 
other effort, not leSs vain, for the possession of Florida. 
This enterprise was undertaken by Ferdinand de Soto, 
who had distinguished and enriohed himself in the recent 
conquest of Peru. He had been appointed by Charles 
V. governor of Cuba, and had obtained also a grant of 
Florida, in the interior of which he hoped to find. and to 
plunder populous and wealthy nations. For an expedi. 
tion thither, he collected, in Spain and the West Indies, 
an army of a thousand men, horse and foot, a force more 
formidable than that which Cortez had led to the 000· 

quest of Mexico. While his late companions in Peru 
WElle subduing Chili on the one side and New Granada 
on the other, and exploring the great southern rivers, the 
Orinoco and the Amazons, De Sooo sailed from Havana, 1539. 
and landed at Tampa Bay, on the west side of the penin. May. 

8ula of Florida, whence he penetrated into the interior, 
first northerly, and then to the westward. He fought 
several battles" with the natives, toward whom he aoted 
with all the customary arrogance and oruelty of the ad. 
venturers of that day; but he nowhere found that rioh 
and populo~s country for whioh he was in search. Push· 
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CHAPTER ing still to the westward, he seems to have passed along 
L the southern sweep of the Alleganies, and across the 

heads of the rivers flowing into the Gulf of Mexico, till, 
at the end of two years, he reached the banks of the 

1541. Mississippi, at no great distance, it is probable, from the 
southem boundary of the present State of Tennessee. 
Keeping still to the west, he reach~ the mountains of 
Arkansas, and passed the winter on some river of that 
region, down which he descended the next spring to its 

1542. junction with the Mississippi. Here De 8oto died. The 
remnant of his followers, greatly reduced by fatigue, 
hunger, and combats with the natives, built small ves· 
sels, floated down the Mississippi to its mouth, and, 
coasting the gulf, landed at last at a Spanish settlement 
near the present site of Tampico. 

1540- While De Soto was engaged in this exploration, a 
42. not less adventurous expedition was undertaken to reo 

gions still more interior and remote. By the orders of 
Mendoza, viceroy of Mexico, Vasquez Coronada, with a 
force of three hundred and fifty Spaniards and eight hund. 
red Indians, set out from Culiacan, on the southeastern 
shore of the Gulf of California, then the northwestern 
limit of Spanish Mexican conquest, whence he pene· 
trated north along the shores of the gulf to the River 
Gila, now the southwestern boundary of tho United 
States. That river he followed to its head, and, cross
ing the mountains, reached the upper 'waters of the Rio 
del Norte, which he followed also to their sources, and 
then struck oft' northeasterly into the great interior des· 
ert as far as the 40th degree of north latitude. In all 
this vast region, little was found save rugged mountains 
and arid plains. There were Indian villages in some of 
the valleys, but little to tempt or reward a conquest. 

Already the peninsula of Qalifornia had been discovered, 
and the shores of the gulf parti81ly explored, t~rough the 
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enterprise and at the expense of Cortez, the conqueror of CHAPTER 

Mexico. Simultaneously with the expedition under Co- L 

rona~, Francisco Alar~on was sent to trace the Pacific 
cOast to the north, in hopes to find an imagined gulf or 
strait leading into the Atlantic. He reached no higher 
than the 36th degree of north latitude; Rodriguez de 
Cabrillo, sent to renew the enterprise, traced the coast 1642. 
as Car north as the 44th degree. 

Soto's disasters and Coronada's want of success dis
sipated the delusions of the Spaniards, so far, at least, as 
North America was concerned. The undiscovered land 
of gold changed its site, and, under the name of EI Do-
rado, was thenceforth located in South America, on the 
banks of the Orinooo, amid the impenetrable forests and 
mountains of Guiana. The Indians on the northern 
shores of the Gulf of Mexico, made hostile by slaving ex
peditions, repulsed the Dominican friars who attempted 1649. 
to establish missions among them. The spirit which, 
since the voyages of Columbus, had carried the Spaniards, 
in the course of half a century, through such a course of 
discovery and conquest, began now to decline. Soto's 
discoveries were not prosecuted, and a bundred and thirty 
years elapsed before the Mississippi was again visited by 
white men. The country on the Upper del Norte, as 
we shall presently see, was conquered and colonized at a 
much earlier period. 

In virtue of the discovery of Columbus, backed by a 
grant from the pope and a treaty of partition with Por
tugal, the Spanish court made a general claim to the 
whole continent of America, Brazil only excepted. Upon 
the discoveries of Ponce de Leon, Vasquez, Narvaez, 
De Soto, and others, they founded more particularly their 
claim to Florida, under which name they included an in
definite extent of the Atlantic 008st of North America. 

I. • D . 
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CHAPTER II. 

ASPECT AND ABORIGINAL INHABITANTS OF NORTH 
AMERICA. 

Crur;:ER WITHIN the first half century after the discovery of 
---America, the Spaniards had overrun and occupied no in

considerable portion of the new continent, on both sides 
of the equator. The original Spanish colonies, planted in 
the four great islands of the West Indies, in consequence 
of the extermination of the native inhabitants were now 
in a declining state; but the conquered empires of Mex
ico and Peru, of Guatemala, New Granada, and Chili, 
and the vast treasures of silver derived from the recently
discovered mines of Potosi, and others in Mexico, gave 
America every day a new importance in the eyes of Eu
rope. Nor had Portugal neglected her Brazilian terri-

1539- tories. A series of colonies had been established along 
49. that coast, and the city of Bahia, or San Salvador, had 

been founded as the capital of the Portuguese settlements. 
. These splendid enterprises and lucrative conque~ts had 

thrown North America quite into the shade. The fish
ery of Newfoundland still continued the only connecting 
link between that country and Europe. But the grow
ing importance of that fishery was attested by an act of 

1543. the English Parliament, of which the object Was to pro
tect the fishermen against the exactions of the Admiralty 
officers. These fishermen, French, Portuguese, Span
ish, and English, whose principal resorts were the south
eastern bays and harbors of that gr.eat island to which 
the name of Newfoundland began now to be confined, 
built temporary huts on the shore for the convenience 
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of their business, and' stages for drying their fish; but CHAPTER 
n. 

nowhere north of the Gulf of Mexico had any success· __ _ 
fnl attempt been made at permanent occupation. 

That distant region presented; on the whole, an as
pect little inviting. In more southern latitudes, the coast, 
for a great extent destitute of harbors, was a dead level, 
but little elevated above the ocean, and swept, in spring 
and autwim, by terrible storms. The winters, even in 
the parallels of Spain and Italy, were exceedingly tedi. 
ous and severe; the summers, on the other hand, were 
excessively hot; and the climate was every where reo 
markable, at all Beasons, for frequent changes and ex· 
treme vicissitudes unknown in Western Europe. The 
northern coasts abounded.' with excellent harbors; the 
land was higher; even mountains, in some places, might 
dimly be seen, in thQ distance; but of the interior no ex· 
plorations had been made. Except the region of New· 
foundland, the North American coast was seldom vis
ited. Even the outline of the shores was not yet ascer. 
tained. As to the breadth or configuration of the con· 
tinent, nothing was known. The narrowness of the 
land between the Gulf of Mexico and the Pacific still 
kept up the idea that North America might be a long 
and narrow extent of coasts, perhaps a succession of isl. 
ands, among which it was still hoped that a short west
ern passage to India might be found. 

At the period of European discovery, this vast and un· 
known country, lying as yet in a state of nature, hardly 
modified at all by the hand of mlll:l, was thinly inhab. 
ited by a peculiar race known to Europeans under the 
general name of INDIANs--a name which still commem· 
orates the error of Columbus in mistaking America for 
a part of India. 

Presenting human society under its simplest and most 
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CIW'TER inartificial forms, these aboriginal inhabitants were di
II 

___ vided into a grent number of petty tribes, dwelling to-
gether in little villages of huts made with the boughs of 
trees, and covered with mats ingeniously woven. These 
villages, by way of defense, were sometimes surrounded 
by a rude palisade of trees or brushwood, or placed on 
some little islet in the midst of a morass. For conven
ience of fishing, they were often built on inlets of the 
sea, or near the falls of some river. Each village had 
ohiefs of its own, who were often hereditary. The petty 
tribes were generally united into confederacies of greater 
or less extent, with superior chiefs exercising a certain 
authority over the whole. 

Neighboring oonfederaoies sometimes spoke languages 
radioally distinct; yet the dialects of all the tribes north 
of the Gulf of Mexico and south of Hudson's Bay, from 
the Atlantio to the Rocky Mountains, are thought by 
philologists capable, with few exceptions, of being re
duced under five general heads. 

The most widely-diffused of these five languages, oalled 
the Algonquin, after one of the tribes of Canada, from 
whom the French missionaries first learned it, is exceed
ingly harsh and guttural, with few vowels, nnd words 
often of intolerable length, occasioned by complioated 
grammatioal forms--a whole sentence, by means of suf
fixes and affixes, being often expressed in a single word. 
This character, indeed, is common, in a greater or less 
degree, to all the American languages, serving to distin
guish them, in a r~markable manner, from the dialects 
of the Old World. Tribes of Algonquin speech extended 
from Hudson's Bay southeast beyond the Chesapeake, 
and southwest to the Mississippi and Ohio. They in
olosed, however, several formidable confederaoies, the Hu- . 
rou, the IroqflOis, the Eries, and others settled around 
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Lakes Erie and Ontario, and occupying all the upper wa- CHAPToU 

tars of the western tributaries of the Chesapeake, who 11.. 

spoke a °different language, less guttural and far more 
sonorous, called the W,.andot, after a tribe inhabiting 
the north shore of Lake Erie..· The Cherokee is peculiar 
to a confederacy of that name, occupants for conturies 
of the southern V8:lleys ?f the great Allegany chain, from 
whenoo they have been but very lately expelled. The 
common name of. Mobilian includes the kindred dialects 
of the Choctaws, the Chiokasaws, the Creeks or Musco-
gees, the Appalachees, and Yamassees, ancient 0 inhabit-
ants of the valley of the Lower Mississippi, and thenoo, 
by the southern foot of the AllegaDies, to the Savannah 
and beyond it. Compared with the Borthern languages, 
the Cherokee and Mobilian are soft and musical, abound-
ing with vowels, thus indicating the lcmg-oontinued in
fiuenoo of a 80uthent olimate. The number of syllables 
in the Cherokee is very limited-a oiroumstanoe of 
whioh an uninstructed but ingenious member of that 
tribe recently availed himself to invent a syllabio alpha-
bet, by means of whioh the Cherokee is written and read 
with great faoility. Of the anoient state of the wander-
ing tribes oof the prairies west of the Mississippi little is 
known j but the Dacotak or Sioux, still spoken in a great 
variety of dialects, has been probably for oonturies the 
prevailing language of that region. The Catawhas, who 
have left their name to a river of Carolina, and who once 
occupied a wid~ adjacent territory; the Uchees, on the 
Savannah, subjects of the Creeks j the NatcAez, a small 
confederacy on the Lower Mississippi, in the midst of 
the Choctaws, appear to have spoken peouliar languages j 
and no doubt there were other similar cases. Of the dia-
lects west of the Rooky Mountains hardly any thing is 
known. 
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CUAPTER It is from their languages only that some faint trace 
II. 

___ may be obtained of the derivation and wanderings of the 
Indian tribes. Other monuments they had none. Their 
sole records were a few rude drawings on skins or bark, 
or, among some tribes, belts of beads made of shells, aud 
used to commemorate their treaties. Of any period be
yond the memory of their old men they knew absolutely 
nothing. They had, indeed, some vague traditions, un
portant if we had them in a pure version, not however for 
their historical oharaoter, but as illustrating the ideas of 
the Indians and the process by which legends are every 
where formed. But these traditions, early modified by 
suggestions borrowed from the white men, come to us so 
colored by the fanoies and preconceived opinions of those 
who report them, as to lose a great part of the value 
they might otherwise have had. 

The religious and political arrangements and opinions 
of the Indians also come to Us, in the books of historians 
and tourists, invested with a systematic consistency and 
coherence strangers to the forests and prairies of the wil
demess. Strictly speaking, according to our notions, the 
Indians could hardly be said to have had either govern
ment or laws. The whole tribe oame together to delib
erate on matters of publio interest, suoh as war, peace, 
or a ohange of hunting grounds. The old, as in all rude 
communities, had great weight, from their experience; 
but it was the weight only of sage advice, and, if that 
failed to control the younger and more ardent, the elders 
had no authority by whioh to re-enforce it. Those who 
had superior energy of oharaoter, the gift of oratory, or 
a reputation for wisdom, swayed by their vigor, their 
eloquence, or their counoils the decisions of the tribe. 
They were ohiefs; ohiefs, however, rather by nature 
than by any artifioial arrangement or special appoint-
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ment. An influence still more predominant attached to CHAPTER 

the courage, strength, and stratagem of the eminent war- n. 
rior. But this influence, in either case, rather resem-
bled that of party leaders among us than the definite 
authority of legal magistrates. Though individual In
dians often stood in great awe of their ohiefs, there seems 
to have been no means of coeroing a reluctant minority. 
If a war party was proposed, it oonsisted wholly of vol
unteers; only those went who ohose, or who had confi
dence in the ohiefs offering to lead; and so it was in all 
other matters requiring oo-operation. 

There was, however, a third source of influenoe far 
more effective, and the foundation, often, of a highly des
potic authority, obtained by those who possessed the tal
ent and the cast of mind to work upon the superstitious 
imaginations of their fellows. The Indians, like all rude 
men, were very superstitious. They believed most de
voutly in dreams, revelations, omens, oharms. They as
cribed an invisible guardian spirit to every man, every 
animal, every natural object. They were addioted to 
religious fastings and lonely meditations; they subject
ed themselves to severe penances in hopes to propitiate 
the invisible powers, or to produce that morbid exoite
ment of fanoy whioh they mistook for vision or inspira
tion. The ordinary priests or pow-wows, more recently 
known as "medicine men," the leaders of the Indians in 
their superstitious devotions, professed also the art of 
healing; and to the cure of fevers and other diseases by 
herbs and vapor baths, in which they possessed some lit
tle skill, they added incantations and ceremonies to drive 
away the spirits regarded as the causes of all violent dis
orders, and, indeed, of all phenomena of whioh some other 
explanation was not immediately obvious. In the pos
sibility of communicating with the world of spirits, "nd 
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CHAPTER of employing its agency in human affairs, the Indians 
u. 

___ were firm believers; and enthusiastio and artful individ-
uals, by assuming the oharacter of inspired prophets and 
workers of miracles, often obtained implioit reverence, 
and almost absolute authority. 

It thus happened that different oommunities present
ed great differences in. apparent forms of government. 
Some tribes seemed the slaves of a spiritual despotism; 
others resembled a limited monarchy; others an oligarchy 
governed by two or three powerful ehiefs; and others yet 
a democraoy, in which all the warriors stood nearly upon 
a level. The charaoter of ohief was often hereditary, 
and was sometimes exeroised even by women. But the 
ideas of the Indians on the subject of descent differed 
from those of Europe. The heir was not the ohiers own 
son, but the son of his sister--a usage universal through
out Amerioa, wherever hereditary descent was in vogue. 
Birth, however, was of little avail when other 'qualifi
cations were wanting. The title of chief might remain, 
but the influence passed into other hands. 

The hunting grounds and territory of the Indians ap
pertained not to the chiefs nor to individuals, but to the 
tribe or oonfederaoy. Yet their notions of individual 
property were olear and exact. Each Indian had a well
established right in the wigwam he had built, in the 
growing o<nn he had planted, in the game he had killed, 
and in all movable goods, the produce of his industry 
or skill. But the idea of accumulation hardly existed; 
and where there was 80 little property, violations of its 
rights were not apt to be frequent. The Indians were 
generous, because they were thoughtless and careless of 
the future. Those who had food were always ready to 
share it with the hungry. The ohiefs espeoially kept 
~pen house, and in that way maintained, their popularity. 
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There was no division of labor; each family did every CBA.PTER 

thing for itself. Buying and selling between members II. 

of the same village seem to have been almost unknown. 
Even between different tribes the exooange of oommodi-
ties was very limited. In a few artioles only, of whioh 
the possession or produotion was peculiar to certain oon
federaoies, an inoipient commerce seems to have existed. 
The tribes along the sea-coast were found, by the earliest 
navigators, in possession of plates and ornaments of cop-
per. These articles naturally suggested the idea of mines 
in the neighborhood, but they seem to have been derived 
by barter from the distant and unknown shores of Lake 
Superior. Some of the tribes on the coast manufaotur-
ed, in their tum, ornamental beads from pieces of sea-
shells; and these beads, wrought into belts, were diffus-
ed, by exohange, through the distant interior. Peculiar 
kinds of olay and stone, fit for pipes and other implements, 
seem also to have been articles of traffio. 

In all oases of violations of his rights, whether of per
son or property, eaoh Indian relied, in the first place, on 
his own strength for proteotion. That failing, he ap
plied to his ohief, who thus aoted occasionally the part 
of judge, and, indeed, of executioner, inflicting with his 
own hand the sentences he deoreed; sometimes blows, 
and sometimes death. If the culprit were formidable, 
some trusty warrior was deputed to take him off by a 
sudden stroke. It was, indeed, the necessity of protec
tion that led eaoh Indian to attach himself to some ohief~ 
and eaoh petty ohief to some superior one; and when 
protection was refused or injuries inflioted, they did not 
hesitate to transfer themselves to some abler or juster 
leader. The chiefs, therefore, though guilty of occasional 
violences, found it necessary to study popularity, and to 
maintain a reputation for disinterestedness and justice. 
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CHAPTER In cases of homicide, the relations of the slain were es 
Do 

___ teemed bound to avenge his death, though sometimes, 
through the interference of the chiefs or of mutual friends, 
they were persuaded to accept a ransom. This principle 
of vengeance, being extended to the intercourse of neigh
boring confederacies, led to a series of retaliations end
ing in furious and hereditary hatreds, and leading often 
to perpetual wars. 

War, indeed, was esteemed among the Indians, as it 
has been among communities far more civilized, the most 
honorable, glorious, and worthy of employments. The 
rank, or comparative estimation of the chiefs, greatly de
pended on the number of enemies they had slain in bat
tle. This warlike spirit was little, or not at all, stimu
lated by hopes of conquest or plunder. It was the fury 
of hatred and revenge, the restless spirit of enterprise, 
still more, the desire of honor and distinction, that stirred 
up the warriors to deeds of blood. On their return from 
a successful expedition, they expected to be met and es
corted baok to the village amid the plaudits of the women 
and children, bearing with them the captives taken, and 
the scalps of the slain stretched on poles--ob80nre rudi
ments of what the Romans called a triumph. 

In their primitive state, pitched battles or general en
gagements were unknown among the Indians. Surprise 
was the great point of their tactics. As the warriors 
were obliged to carry their provisions on their backs, or 
to support themselves by hunting, their war parties were 
seldom numerous. Yet their ardor was great. To reach 
some distant hostile village, they orossed mountains, 
swam rivers, and endured the utmost extremities of hun
ger and fatigue. But, though capable of momentary ef. 
forts of great vigor, these ohildren of impulse had not the 
pertinacity, nor perseverance, n9r fixed purposes of oivil. 
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ized. life. Bmsts of passionate activity were followed by CBAPTER 

long intervals of indolence. Until they learned of the Do 

white man to make war on a larger scale, it was the ut
most ambition of their waniors to steal into the enemy's 
country, to take a few scalps, and to make a few prison-
ers with the least possible 1088 to themselves; after which 
they long remained quiet, unless excited by some retalia-
tory inroad or some fortuitous encounter. 

In the first fury of a successful attack, the women 
and ohildren of the hostile village were sometimes indis
oriIDinately massacred; but, in general, their lives were 
spared, and they were received by adoption into the fam
ilies of their oaptors. The hostile warrior, if taken pris
oner, was reserved for a horrid death, being tortured with 
all the ingenuity of savage hatred, and burned at the 
stake by a slow fire. The women and children joined in 
these torments, and the flesh of the victim was some
times eaten. Suoh, at least, was the oustom of the Iro
quois, the most warlike and ferocious of all the North 
American tribes; but there is little trace of suoh ornel 
practices among the Indians of the Atlantio coast. It 
was a point of honor with the dying warrior to endure 
these torments without the slightest flinching or indica
tion of pain, shouting out his death-song from among the 
flames, and taunting with his latest breath the unskill
fulnesS of his tormentors. Yet even in the midst of 
these horrors humanity sometimes regained dominion. 
Among the torturing orowd some one saw, or thought 
he saw, in the unhappy viotim of hate, a resemblance to 
some relative who had perished in battle. Claimed to 
supply the place of that relative, the prisoner was adopted 
on the spot as son or brother, and was expected to evinoo 
his gratitude and to ratify his adoption by forgetting for
ever his nativo tribe and all his former connections. 
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CHAPTER Next to war, it was thought most honorable to excel 
IL 

___ in hunting and fishing. These pursuits, chief resources 
for food and clothing, were followed, each in its season, 
with patience, assiduity, and no little skill. The Indians 
applied all their sagacity to the knowledge of wood-oraft, 
whioh they carried to 0. high degree of perfection. They 
could trace their game or their enemy by the slightest 
indication-grass bent, leaves trampled, or twigs broken. 
Inferior to Europeans in strength and in capacity to per
form regular labor to which they were unaccustomed, 
their activity, powers of endurance, and acuteness of sight 
and hearing were extraordinary. Guided by the stars 
and sun, and supportcd by a little parched. corn pounded 
and moistened with water, they performed, with unerring 
sagacity, immense journeys through the woody or grassy 
wilderness. The habits of almost all the tribes were 
more or less migratory. They knew little or nothing of 
the comforts of a settled habitation. They scemed al
ways uneasy, always on the point of going somewhere 
else. Their frequent journeys had traced, in many places, 
trails or fcot-paths through the woods or across th'e prai
ries. It was their oustom to kindle annual fires, by which 
the grass and underwood were consumed. Except among 
the swamps and rooky hills, the forests thus acquired an 
open and park-like appearance. 

Trees, remarkable for height and beauty of foliage, 
and varying in species with every variety of soil and cli
mate, overspread, in vast forests, all the eastern portion 
of North America, from the Gulf of Mexico to Hudson'. 
Bay. Beyond the mountains, in the neighborhood of 
the Mississippi, the open prairies commenced, and, on 
the western side of that river, gradually usurped almost 
the whole country. Besides oaks, and pines, and other 
well-known genera of Europe, the American forests con-
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tained many trees, and a great variety of shrubs and CBAPTElt 

plants, entirely new. Even suoh as seemed most fa- II. 

miliar to visitors ftom Europe were specifioally dift'erent 
from those of the Old World. The same was true of 
birds, fish, and forest animals. The animated nature of 
North America was peculiar to itself. Beasts of prey, 
the wolf, and several varieties of the cat tribe, were iew 
in number and comparatively diminutive in size and 
st~oth. The black bear, a favorite artiole of food with 
the Indians, could hardly be reckoned of tha~ class. It 
was, however, upon several varieties of the deer that the 
tribes of the forest region ohiefly depended for meat. 
The more northem forests seem to have furnished the 
best hunting grounds; it was there only that the moose 
and the elk were found. These northern regions abound. 
ed also with beaver and other valuable fur-bearing ani
mals; but, till a regular trade and intercourse were open-
ed with Europeans, these animals remained comparatively 
undisturbed. The northern rivers--those, at least, of 
the Atlantic slope--annually swarmed, at oertain seasons, 
with salmon, bass, shad, herring, sturgeon. The north-
ern lakes were also fnll of fish. The shell-fish of the 
sea-coast furnished an important resource to some tribes. 
Water-fowl were abundant; the wild turkey traversed 
all the American forests. 

The vast grassy plains of central North America, with 
. their immense herds of bison, or buffalo, might seem to in

vite to pastoral life ; but nothing of that sort was known. 
Till the southwestern tribes obtained horses from the 
Spaniards, the Indians had no domestic animals except a 
few small dogs. Besides hunting and fishing, they sup
ported themseh·es in part, especially the more southern 
confederacies, among whom game was comparatively 
scarce, by cultivating patches of maize or Indian com, 
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CHAPTER that remarkable grain so widely diffused, in many varie. 
D. ties, over the whole of America, though nowhere found 

in a wild state. They cultivated, also, several sorts of 
beans and pease, besides squashes, pumpkins, water.mel. 
ons, and a number of edible roots, of whioh, among the 
Southern tribes, the sweet potato seems to have been 
one. They had orohards of native plums; and wild ber. 
ries, gathered and dried, constituted a part of their winter 
store. Among the Southern tribes the peaoh was early 
introduced, and the apple among the Northern. Their 
agrioultural instruments were of the rudest sort, large 
shells, fiat stones, or stakes sharpened by fire. They 
could only fell trees by burning round them. 

The labor of planting, tending, and gathering the 
crops; preparing skins for olothing, whioh they did with 
muoh nicety; making mats and baskets, their chief 
household furniture; carrying burdens during their jour. 
neys; in fact; all the drudgery, fell upon the women. 
Marriage was a sort of purohase-the father receiving 
presents from the husband in exchange for his daughter, 
who, after a few months of fondling and favor, sunk to 
the condition of a domestio servant. Polygamy was not 
common except among the chiefs; but there were no ob
jections to it. Every Indian had as many wives as he 
could pay for and support. It was, indeed, the labor of 
their wives that enabled the ohiefs to maintain the hos. 
pitality proper to their station. The Indian husband di· 
vorced his wife at pleasure; in case she proved unfaith. 
fn)., he might put her to death. Unmarried women 
might follow, with little reserve, the bent of their inoli· 
nation; but the Indians of both sexes, as a general rule, 
were remarkable for continence. The affection of the 
'Women for their ohildren was unbounded; the fathers, 
also, were very indulgent. 
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In their own wigwams the natives of America were CHAPTER 

often gay and jolly, exhibiting a quiok sense of the lu- lL 

dicrous; but, on all publio oocasions, and in presenoe 
of strangers, they put on a grave and reserved appear
anoe, whioh, indeed, their solitary habits made in a meas-
ure habitual. Pride forbade the publio exhibition of 
ouriosity or emotion. Though, like all rude men, sub-
ject to violent gusts of passiop, and very plain of speech, 
they exercised on pUblio occasions a strict command over 
their feelings, and often practiced in their social inter
course, especially with strangers, a forbearance and p0-

liteness such as might shame more oivilized communi-
ties. Toward strangers their hospitality was unbounded; 
and, as among the ancient Greeks, the relation of host 
and guest possessed, to a oertain extent, a sacred ohar
acter. If they never forgave an injury, so they seldom 
forgot a benefit. 

It was not alone in active employments that the men 
found occupation. Each warrior and hunter manufac
tured for himself his weapons and his implements: his 
war clubs of hard and heavy wood, wrought and orna
mented with great ingenuity; his bows shaped and pol
ished; his arrows pointed with flints, shells, or sharp 
bones, which served also as cutting instruments. A 
rude clay pottery, able to stand the fire, and employed to 
boil their food, was al~ molded lSy the men. 

The canoes of the northern tribes, made of the bark 
of the white birch, neatly sewed together, and strength
ened by an interior frame-work, were very light, and 
easily transported over the numerous portages where 
navigation was interrupted by rapids, or one water course 
separated from another by an interval of land. The ca
noes of the more southem tribes were made of the trunks 
of trees shaped and hollowed by fire. 
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CHAPTER Till they obtained blankets and cloth of European 
u. 

___ traders, the clothing of the Indians was very scanty-
little more than a skin tied about the loins. . They made 
great use of oil, which they extracted from a variety of 
nuts, applying it, like so many other nations, as an un· 
guent, and a sort of substitute for clothing. For per. 
sonal decoration, or for staining their skins and baskets, 
they employed bright pigrqents, the juice of berries, or 
colored earths. They were very fond of dress and orna. 
ments, the earliest and rudest development of the sen
timent of the beautiful, and gave much time and labor 
to the business of decoration, a luxury reserved ohiefly 
for the men, some of whom were great fops. Yet, even 
in this personal decoration, a higher sentiment developed 
itself. Several ornaments most esteemed, the feather. 
of the eagle, the claws of the bear, the skins of the more 
savage animals, the hair and scalps of enemies slain in 
battle, could only be obtained by efforts of skill or cour. 
age, of which they served, indeed, as badges. Personal 
neatness, and the idea of cleanliness and order in their 
dwellings, were points of a more advanced civilization to 
which the Indians had not attained. 

Though active, patient, and persevering in the accom. 
plishment of particular objects, the general foresight of 
the Indians was limited. They took little thought or 
care for the morrow, a"Dd often suffered excessively for 
want of food. They were fond of gluttonous feasts, in 
which they often heedlessly devoured their whole winter's 
store. Unlike their neighbors of Mexico and the West 
Indies, the northern tribes had no knowledge, in their 
primitive state, of any intoxicating drink. They found 
a partial SUbstitute, however, in tobacco, which they cul. 
tivated with care, and the smoking of which entered into 
all their festivals and solemnities. 
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Their amusementS were dances to a rude sort of mu- CBAP1'ER 
n. 

sio, with a song or recitative, and having a pantomimio __ _ 
and dramatio oharacter, in which a certain resemblance 
may be traced to what we are told of the origin of the 
Greek and Roman drama. Suoh, especially, was the 
war dance, representing a whole history of the departure, 
the exploits~ and the return of a war party. Theyob-
served, also, certain fasts and festivals of a religious ohar-
acter. Some of the tribes had a great wigwam, a rude 
sort of temple, for the celebration of their religious cere-
monies. The young men were often initiated into man-
hood by oruel rites, intended apparently to test their 
powers of endurance. : They practiced, for sport and ex-
eroise, ~vera1 athletio games, among which foot-ball was 
a favorite~ They had also games of chance, and were 
muoh addioted to gambling. 

The. scanty and uncertain supply of food, and more 
especially the hardships and severe labors to which the 
Indian women were subjeoted, contributed to keep the 
population in oheck. Few exceeded the number· of three 
or four ohildren. As a general rule, the Indians were 
not long lived. . Many perished prematurely by consump
tion and fevers, to which the sudden vioissitudes of the 
climate and their habits of life particularly exposed them. 
Toothaohe, one of the endemio disorders of the United 
States, is noticed by an early observer as a very com
mon affliction, bringing tears into the eyes of the stout~ 
est warriors. Whole tribes were sometimes swept away 
by famine or pestilential disorders. Europeans intro
duced the small-pox and other diseases, whioh proved 
very fatal. 

Tlie earlier visitors to North America formed very 
exaggerated notions of the number of the native inhabit
ants. From the sea-coast, back to the falls of the rivers, 

. I. E 
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CHAPTER seems to have been by far the most populous part of the 
0. 

___ contiuent. This district had a resouroe in abundant sup-
plies of fish, for the most part wanting in the interior. 
Great traots among and beyond the mountaina seem 
to have been destitute of resident inhabitants, serving 
as occasional hunting.grounds for distant tribes. The 
prairies of the Far West did not originally possess those 
herds of wild horses whioh have added so muoh to the 
pleasure and the power, and probably, also, to the num· 
bers of the Western tribes. The most powerful confed. 
eracies, the Iroquois or Five Nations, the Cherokees, the 
Creeks, the Choctaws, the Chippewas of Lake Superior, 
never could boast more than three, four, or five thousand 
warriors, and the warriors were usually reokoned a fourth 
part of the whole number. From the more aoourate 
knowledge we possess of existing tribes, compared with 
tho faots stated by the earlier observers, we have no rea· 
eon to suppose that the total Indian population within 
the territory of the United States east of the Rooky 
Mountains, at any time subsequent to the discovery of 
America, exceeded, if indeed it even reached, three hun
dred thousand individuals. 

Suoh was the state of the aboriginal population when 
North America first became known to Europeans. Yet 
there exist remarkable proofs, scattered. through the whole 
extent of the Valley of the Mississippi, of the former 0c

cupation of that region by a far more numerous, and, in 
some respects, a different people. These memorials con· 
sist of embankments of earth and stone, exhibiting un. 
deniable evidences of design and labor, sometimes of very 
great extent. Some of them, along the brows of hi.lll5 
or the precipitous edges of ravines, inolosing a greater or 
lees -space of table land, were evidently intended as works 
of defense. Others, still more numerous, extensive, and 

Digitized by Google 



ABORIGINAL INHABITANTS. 67 

elaborate, seem most probably to have been conneotet1 CHAPTD 

with religio1l8 ideas. Oooupying often the fertile bot- u. 

toms at the junction of rivers, sites selected for towns 
by the present inhabitants, they present in some places 
curious lIa880 relievos, birds, beasts, reptiles, and even 
men; bot more generally, in the Valley of the Ohio, 
inclosures of various soris, often curiously complioated, 
perfect ciroles and perfect squares, and parallel lines of 
great extent, the embankments being from five to thirty 
feet high, and the inclormres from one to fifty, and often 
a hundred or two hundred, and sometimes four hnndred 
acres in extent. Other olasses of monuments, often oon· 
neoted with those just mentioned, but often separate, and 
increasing in number toward the south, are oonioal and 
pyramidal structures, from a lew yards to a thousand or 
two thousand feet in diameter, and from ten to ninety 
feet high, sometimes terraced like the Mexioan teooallis. 
Some of these mounds were evidently for sepulohral pur. 
poses, and others apparently mounds of sacrifice. Con
nected with these anoient monuments have been found 
remnuts of pottery, weapons and utensils of stone, axes 
and omaments of copper, but nothing whioh affOrds any 
decisive evidence of a state of oivilization superior to 
that of the preIlent Indians. Yet the extent and num-
ber of these eartb-ereotions, of which there are but few 
traces east of the Alleganies--the most populous region 
of North America when it first became known to Euro
peans-evince the combined labor of many hands, of a 
sort·of which no traces appeared among the tribes found 
in possession by Europeans. 

A closer examination of those tribes might show some 
striking and ourious peou1iarities; but the institutions 
and the social condition of all the aborigines north of the 
Gulf of Mexioo present a strong general resemblance in 
extreme simplicity and primitive rudeness. 
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CHAI'1·ER Extendirur our gJ,ance for a moment to the rest of the 
II -q 

___ new world, we find in the West Indies, and throughout 
the whole wide westenr .,lope. of South America, differ
ent languages· indeed, end. sOme difterences. of customs 
and habits, occasioned by differences of climate and natu
ral produotions, ·but a.social condition, a state- of primi
tive Ignorance ami poverty, and on the continent a pau
oity of population, the same with that of the north«)m 
tribes. It was :only on the table land of Mexico, the 
istllmus of Central America, the elevated plateaus of 
Bogota, Quito, and Peru, circumscribed spots, pec~arly 
favored by nature, enjoying most of the advantages, and 
escapiiig matiy of the ·inconveniences of bo.th the torrid 
and the temperate zones, that th~ American race had 
made any onward s~ps in the career. of. oivilization. 
Here were populous co~uiti1:ies, supported by regular 
labors of agriculture; the art of weaving cotton cloth; 
the e~ployment of copper, which they knew how to 
subject to a peculiar hardening process, as a substitute 
for iron;. the knowledge of gold, and the art of working 
it; the Pl8815 of the people, as in so many Eastern coun
tries, in the ~ndition· of serfs; a nobility; a priesthood, 
not without . learning ; an elaborate mythology; archi
tecture on a gigantic scale; large cities; despotio mon
archs: in Mexico, a cruel and bloody system, over which 
the god of war presided, to whom was offered the horri
ble but consistent worship of human· saorifices: in Peru, 
a superstition comparatively nrild,· and a government 
comparatively paternal, administered by the Incas, chil
dren of the Sun. It is much to be lamented that the 
jealous fanaticism of the· early Spanish conquerors, fol
lowed by apathy nd neglect in their descendants, has 
resulted in the loss of memorials whioh might have en
abled us more accurately to estimate the character, per-
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haps to trace tile progress of this aboriginal American CHAPTER 

civilization, which seems, indeed, to have. been but a de- II. 

velopment of the ruder system of the other tribes, and 
still bearing many traces of its origin. It is, certain, at 
all events, that the native Mexioans and Peruvians, who 
still constitute the mass of the population in those t)Oun-
tries, are of the' same race or type with our North Ameri-
can Indians. From Patagonia to Hudson's Bay, the 
aboriginal inhabitants of America preSented a resemblance 
sufficient to mark them as a separate and peculiar race, 
and obvious to the most careless observer. It. was ollly 
about the Arotic seas that 'a departure from this uniform 
type was observed j that. region being inhabited by the 
Esquimanx, of the same race apparently with the polar 
inhabitants of the Eastern continent. A similar con-
formity also prevailed as to all the animal inhabitants 
of that' region. 

When the aborigines of North Amerioa first 'oame in 
contact with voyagers from Europe, struck with their 
superiority in arts and knowledge, they inclined to re
gard them as supernatural beings, to be received with 
unbounded hospitality, veneration, and confidence. This 
trust and good will were cruelly repaid. The practice 
of kidnapping the Indians, to sell them into slavery, as 
we have seen, was early commeIiced-a business reg
ularly carried on for the benefit of the Spanish settle
ments in the West Indies. Nor did adventurers of other 
nations hesitate to seize the unsuspecting natives as tro
phies of the voyage, or to serve as guides for futnre ex
peditions. By most of the early navigators, to murder 
the nathos in cold bl~, upon the slightest provocation, 
seems to have been thonght quite a matter of course. 
Can we wonder that confidence was soon replaced by dis
trust and hatred j that, in accordance with their ideas, 
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CDAPTER the Indiana were ready to revenge the WTOngs they had 
II. 

___ suffered upon every white man who fell into their power, 
and that hence came oooasional murders and Dl888aOJ'88 

on their pari ? 
But even these fears and antipathiea were overcome 

by the attraotions of traffic. The Europeans were ready 
to barter looking-gluses, beads, trinkets, knives, and 
hatoheta for furs and. skins. This trade gradually in
oreased, and the use of articles of European manufacture 
began to be introduced into North America, and the prim
itive habits of the natives to be somewhat modified there
by, long before any European settlements were perma
nently established on the coast. 

, 
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CHAPTER III .. 

CAROLINA. COLONY OF SAINT AUGUS'nNE. NEW MEXICO. 
VIRGINIA. ACADIE. NEW FRA.."iCE. NEW NETHERLAND. 

DURING the periOd embraced in our 1iret ohapter, that CHAPTD 
UL 

great religious revolution bad occurred whioh divided __ _ 
Western Europe into the two ho8tile and violent parties 
of Protestants and Catholios--a revolutiou· not without 
very important inHuenoes on the colonization of North 
Amerioa. 

The first attempt at a lodgment within the limits of 
what are now the United States, with oolonization, DOt 
conquest, as its principal object, was made by French 
Pro~tants called Huguenots, who constituted at that 
time a formidable party, embraoing, besides a large body 
of the nobility, no s~l portion of the intelligtnt and in. 
dustrious class, especially in the south of Fraace. 

The plan of an American settlement was patronized by 
the Admiral de Coligny f celebrated in French history as 
one of the ablest leaders of the Protestants; An attempt- 1555-
ed settlement in Brazil having proved a failure, John Ri- 57. 
bault was presently sent with two shipe on a voyage of ex- 1562. 
ploration to Florida. He diBoovered the River 8t. John's, May. 

which he named the River of May; and, following the 
coast toward the north, entered a spaoious inlet, whioh 
he called POf't Bogal, a name it has ever since retained. 
On an island in this harbor he built a fort ce.lled CABO· 

LINA, after Charles IX., then king of F'l:anoe--a name 
extended afterward to the oiroumjacent territory, and 
still retained by two of the United States. 

), , ... 

lJ ' 
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, CHAPTER The twenty-six men left by Ribault, while he return-
UL • 

___ ed for supplies, lonely tenants of a desolate coast, became 
1M2. discontented and uneasy, notwithstanding the hospitality 

of the neighboring Indians. The attempt of the com
mandant to repress this feeling provoked a mutiny, in 
which he was killed. With suoh materials as they had, 
the home-siok colonists built and rigged a sm~.ll bark, in 
whioh they set sail for France. But their provisions 
failed, and they were reduced to the terrible expedient of 
feeding on the flesh of one of their companions. At length 
they were pioked up by an English vessel, some of them 
landed on the coast of France, and the others carried to 
England. 

Ribault, on his return to Franoe, had found that king
dom distraoted and attention occupied by civil war, then 
first breaking out between the Huguenots and the Cath
olics. Peace was presently patched up, and two years 

1564. after the so heme of settlement was renewed. Three ships, 
furnished by the Fren~h government, were placed under 
the command of Laudoniere, one of Ribault's compan
ions in the former voyage. Le Moyne, a draftsman and 
painter, whose sketohes, made upon the spot, were after
ward engraved and published, accompanied the expedi-

June. tion. Laudoniere landed his people at the River of May, 
where he built a fort, called, also, Carolina. But these 
colonists, like their predecessors, were an unruly set. 
Under pretense of searohing for provisions, some of them 
seized two small vessels belonging to the oolony, with 
which they sailed to cruise against the Spaniards, whose 
ships from Mexico and the West Indies offered tempt
ing prizes to freebooters. They took two or three small 
Spanish vessels, but escaped with difficulty from a suped
or force at Jamaioa, and returned to Fort Carolina, where 
the ring-leaders were tried and executed. In distress for 

, 
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food, of whioh their store was COI18Umed, the colonists CHAPTER 

had. made up their minds to abandon the settlement, . m. 
when they were visited by Sir John Hawkins, an En- HS64 .. 
glish adventurer, on his way home from the Spanish West 
Indies. where he had just sold, at a gr~t profit, a' second 
cargo of slaves, kidnapped on the coast of Afrioa. Haw-
kins appears to have been the first Englishman who en.-
gaged in this detestable traffio. Moved by religious 
sympathy, he supplied the Frenoh colonist., with provi-
sions, and even gave them a vessel,. in whioh they were 
just about to embark for France, when Ribanlt arrived, .~ugQ8t. 

bringing with him a recruit of colonists, men, women, and 
ohildren, abundance of provisions, and a supply of tools, 
seeds, and other necessaries. 

Bnt Ribault soon found himself attaoked by a for
midable enemy. This Frenoh settlement of Carolina 
was an intrusion on Florida, as olaimed by the Spaniards. 
The Frenoh colonists, or some of them, had taken and 
plundered two Spanish vessels. They were heretics 
also; and as religious sympathy had impelled the slave
trader Hawkius to assist them, religions antipathy 
aroused Don Pedro Menendez for their destruction. 
Like so many other Spanish adventurers, having amass
ed a fortune in America, Menendez was disposed to spend 
it on new enterprises, and he had lately entered into an 
agreement with Philip II. for the conquest and occnpa
tion of Florida. . He undertook to invade that country 
at his own expense, with a force of at least five hundred 
men, to expel the Frenoh, to snbdue the natives, and to 
establish a colony. He was to be governor for life, and, 
besides an annual salary ohargeable on the- colonial rev
enne, was to enjoy certain commeroial privileges, and to 
share the perquisites appertaining to the crown. He was 
also to receive, as his private property, a traot of land 
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CHAPTBR IOventy.five miles square in the immediate aeighborhood 
JJL of the first settlement. At least five hurulred. colonists 

1064. wer~ to be sent out at once, of whom not less than one 
hundred were to be married men. Twelve priests were 
to aooompany the colony, and Menendez was to supply 
it with five hundred. negro slaves. 

The ory of " Death to the Huguenots" gave a religious 
zest to this enterprise. Besides three hundred soldiers 
furnished by the king, twenty-two hundred. volunteers, 
priests, sailors, laborers, meohanics, women, and ohildren, 
embarked on the expedition at the expense of Menendez. 
But the Heet was scattered. by storms, and the leader ar
rived at Porto Rico with only one third of his company. 
Without waiting for the rest, he sailed at once for Flor
ida, and in a few days saw its low and dangerous shore, 
8wept by the rapid O1l1Tent of the Gulf Stream. Keep-

Sept. 1. ing to the north, he presently entered. an inlet and haven, 
whioh he oalled St. Augustine, in commemoration of 
having first seen the land two days before, on the anni
versary of that saint. Still keeping north in searoh of 
the Fren.oh settlement, he presently disoovered Ribault's 
vessels, recently arrived; but, apprehensive of his object, 
of whioh Ribault had received. some intimation before 
leaving France, they out their cables and put to sea. 
Menendez then returned to the harbor he had found, 
landed his colonists, and, having taken possession of the 
country in the name of Philip II., prooe~ed to mark out 
a oity, to which he gave also the name of St. Augustine. 
That oity, though it never attained any considerable pop
ulation, still exists, by many years the oldest European 
town in the United. States. Built of stone in the solid 
Spanish fashion, some hQuses are still standing, reputed 
abnoet coeval with its foundation. 

Ribault presently collected his wpa and sailed to at-
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tack the Sp8Diards. But his vessels, overtaken by one CHAPTER 

of those violent storms common on the ooast at that sea- JU. 

IOn of the year, were driven to the southward and oast 1064. 
on shore. The Frenoh, in their fort on the River of 
May, expected. to be attaoked by sea. But Menendez 
marohed by land from at. Augustine, an~ took them en-
tirely by swprise. A bloody me_ore enmed, in which, 
according to the French aooount, not the men only, but, 
even women and oh.i.ldren, were slain. Laudoniere and a 
few others escaped to the woods, 'and succeeded in get-
ting on board two small vesaels whioh Ribault had left 
behind in the river. It was not as Frenohmen, but as 
heretios, that the colonists had been massacred; 80, ac
cording to ~e French MCOunts, Menendez deolared, and 
to commemorate his pious zeal, as soon as the carnage 
was over, a cross WILl elected, mass was said, and on that 
laDle bloody spot the site for a Christian ohnroh was 
marked ont, the first within the limits of the United 
States. Suob of tbe French as had escaped from the 
shipwrecked vessels were presently lured into tlie hands 
of the Spaniards, and put to death'in a IeOOnd massacre. 
Ribault was among the number; Laudoniere and his few 
companions succeeded in esoaping to France. 

The Frenoh court, Half Catholio, and lately at open 
war with the Huguenots, paid DO attention to a suppli. 
oatory ~tter addresaed to it by the widows and orphans 
of the slain. But they found an avenger in Dominic de 
Gourges, a Frenoh BOldier of fortune, who, out of oertain 
private griefs of his own, entertained a bitter hatred of 
tbe Spaniards. By the eale of bis property and the aid 
of his friends, he equipped three shipe, and, with a hun. 
dred and fifty men, under pretenae of sailing for the coast _ ~ ~ 
of Guinea, secretly embarked for Florida. He surprised 1648. ~ 
Fori Carolina, now OOO11pied by the Spaniards, took it 
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CIW'TER with the aid of the Indians, and hanged his prisoners, 
IlL with this inscription-" Not as to. Spaniards and mari-

1064. ners, .but as to robbers, traitors, and mu!derers." Sat. 
isfied with this exploit, which made him an object of bit. 
~r hatred to the Spaniards, De Gourges returned to 
France, where 9ivil war between the· Pro~ts and 
CatholicS was agam raging. This war continued, with 
littleintennission, for thirty years, during. which colo
nization in America. seems to have been. bardly thought 
of. But the merchants of Normandy and Brittany still 
prosecuted the NewfollDdland fishery, to which a profit. 
able Cut trade in the.gulf and river of St. Lawrenoe be
gan presently to be added. 

The settlement at St. Augustine was, by more than 
forty years, the earliest permanent European colony OD 
the Atlantio coast, north of the Gulf of Mexico. But 
the narrow prinoiples of Spanish colonial policy, estab
lishing every 'where a perfect despotism, conspired with 
a sandy and barren soil ~ keep this early settlement 
poor and inconsiderable. 

1080. Some sixteen years after the foundation of St. Au-
gustine, an' addition was made to Spanish knowledge of 
America, leading presently-te a new conquest and a new 
settlement. Augustin: Ruyz, a Franciscan friar, inflamed 
by that missionary spirit w~ioh animated the Spanish 
ecclesiastics, undertook an exploration of the interior re
gions north of Mexioo. He set out froin the neighbor
hood of the mines of Santa Barbara, on the borders of 
that arid desert whioh skirts the southeastern foot of the 
Mexican table land, arid, with two or three companions, 
penetrated north till he 'struok the middle course of the 
Rio Grande, whioh river he ascended to its upper vallef, 
explored fotty years befor.e by Vasquez Coronada. Ruyz 

1081. was followed, the Dext year, by Antonio de Efipejio, with 
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a body of· soldiers and Indians. He completed the ex- CIW'TBIl 

1 · d tho h N· ilL P oration, an gave to· 18 oountry t e name of EW __ _ 

MEXICO. Santa Fe was presen.t1y built, ~xt. to St. 1582. 
Augustine the .oldest town in the .United. States ... The 
Indian inhabitants :of that remote valley, in the very 
heart of the Amerioan continent, surrounded on all sides 
by rough mountains and arid deserts, received Spanish 
rumrs and Spanish teachers. ootemporaneously, as we 
shall presently see, with the firstEaglisb atteOlpts to 
colonize the Atlantio coast. 

In the interval since the disoovery of Amerioa,. the 
foreign ~mmerce and navigtition of Eng1and. ·had made 
very decided progress.. The English merohants even 
asPi~ed to share in the lucrative traffio of tbe' East In
dies, still a monopoly in the hands .of· the Portuguese. 
A western passage- to India- not having been -found, the 
idea had ~n broaohed of a north~tern passage through 
the Arctio See,-.;.an enterprise -zet1lously entered into by 
Sebastian Cabot, who bad t:emrned to England in his 
old age, and had been rewarded for. his merits and former 1548. 
services by a pension_from :the crown. An English ex
pedition, fitted. out under instructions drawn up by that 1549. 
veteran navigatdr, failed indeed of its main object, but 
one of the vessels entered the White Sea and disOove,ed 
the port of Archangel,- thns opening Russia to maritime 
commerce. The Russians, near a .centliry before,' had 
thrown off the-' yoke of the Mongols, und~r which they· 
had long been orushed, but as yet tbey were hardly 
known in Western Europe. Presently the Russia Com- 1566. 
pany- was incorporated, tbe first of those great English 
trading companies which have played so conspiouons a 
part in English affairs, and several of which were largely 
concerned -in the colonization of North Am~rica: 

The hopes of a northeastern passage thu8 disappoint-
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CqAPTE& ed, the search for a northwest passage was again re
m newed. Martin Frobisher, with this object in view, 

M76. penetrated into the entrance of Hudson's Bay. A stone 
from that desolate region, whiob the refiners declared to 
contain gold, exoited a great ferment in London, and lecl 

la7'1. to the fitting out of two expeditions, the last a fieet of 
ta78. fifteen eail, manned by many high-born volunteers, who 

eagerly adventUred to searoh for mines on the frozen 

ooast of Labrador. But these vessels brought home only 
worthless earth mistaken for precious Ole. 

A DeW stimulus and a wider range was given to En
gIiah maritime adventure by the hostilities already com
meDCing between the E:oglish and Spaniards. Philip 11., 
the wealthiest and most powerful monarch of that age, 
laiely the husband of Bloody Mary, was the ohampion 
of the Catholio faith, the prince to whom Mary of Scot
land and the Catholio nobles of England looked for sup
port. Elizabeth, as head of the Protestant party in Eu
rope, sent secret aid to the revolted Dutoh; and though 
no war with Spain was yet formally declared, the En
glish began to gratify their love of plunder, and, at the 
lame time, to indulge their religious antipathies, by pi
ratical expeditions, undertaken without any formal com
missions, against Spanish commeroe and the Spani8h 
American colonies, whose wealth in gold and silver made 
them the admiration and envy of Europe. 

The attention of Sir Humphrey Gilbert, a gentleman 
of Devonshire, was attracted to the slower but more cer
tain and more honest wealth derived from the fisheries 
of Newfoundland, now annually visited by not less than 
a hundred and fifty French vesaels, besides as many 
more from Spain, Portugal, and England. After serv
ing with credit in the wars of France, Ireland, and the 
Low Countries, Sir Humphrey had turned his attention 
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to maritime aft"airs, and had published a treatise on tbe CIUPTER 
m. 

northwest paseage to India. Having lost much money __ _ 

by some speonlationsin alohemy, for the transmutation 167ft 
of iron into copper, fashionable in that age, he sought to 
recruit his finances by aoquiriBg dominion and plaDtillg 
a colony in America. The recent dissolution of the 
English monasteries had deprived of their resouroes a 
JaJge number of individuaJs, aooustomed to be fed, in 
whole or in part, by the bounty of those institutions. 
The first oompnJsory Englieh poor law had been lately 
enacted. The pre88U1'8 of population was already felt, 
and there 'W8II likely to be nf) laok of colonists. 

Elizabeth granted a patent to Gilbert, conferring rights Jone 11. 

oI jurisdiotion and exclusive trade over a oirouit of six 
hundred miles " not actually possessed. by any ChristiaB 
prince or people," to be described from any. spot as a 
center where a 86ttlement might be planted within six 
years. 

After some diaappoiutments and delays, Gilbert at 1579. 
length put to sea; but an unsuccessful engagement 
with a Spanish squadron, and a violent storm, in which 
he lost one of his ships, compelled him to retum with. 
out having or088ed the Atlantic. 

MeanWhile the celebrated Sir Francis Drake, with a 
small squadron fitted out at private expense, having fol. 
lowed. the track of Magellan, appeared in the Paoifio 
Ocean, and enriched himself and his company by plunder. 
ing the Spanish oities, taken wbolly by surprise, and UD· 

prepared for such an attack. In hopes of discovering the 
long-sought westem passage to India, and for himself 
some shorter course into the Atlantic, Drake ran along 1579. 
the western coast of North America, which he called 
New Albion, the same region to which the previous 
Spanish explorers had already given the name of Cali. 
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CHAPTER fomia. He entered the bay 'of San Franoisco, oalled by 
w. the English after his name; but, disappointed. in finding 

1580. a passage- to the eastward, he direoted. his course to the 
Cape of Good. Hope, whence he returned to England, thus 
completmg the second oircumnavigation of the globe: 
Notwithstanding the'loud complaints of the Spanish em
bassador, ':Drake not only went unpunished, but was 
favorably received at court; and hostilities with Spain 
now became open and flagrant. 

1583. Just before, the expiration of the six years limited. it:. 
his pa~nt, Gilbert undertook a second voyage. He 

Auguat. reached Newfoundland with three ships, and found in 
the harbor of St. John's thirty-six vessels of different na
tions employed in the fishery. In presence of the crews, 
he took poSS6S8ioB of the island in the name of Queen 
Elizabe,th; imposed a contribution of proviSions upon the 
. vessels; made grants of land, with a reservation of rent 
to himself; deolared the Churoh of England to be the 
established religion; and the attempting any thing 
against the queen's title to be treason. He then set sail 
for the continent; but, as he approaohed the shorel his 
largest vessel struoka shoal or ledge, and was lost. Dis
heartened at this aooident, the other two ships put about 
and steered for England, but that whioh carried Gilbert 
foundered on the passage. 
. The scheme of Amerioan colonization was immediately 
taken up by Walter Raleigh, Gilbert's half brother, per
haps the companion of his first voyage, and oertainly a 
partner in the seoond-then a young man just coming 
forward, the most restless and ambitious, as he was the 
most versatile and accomplished, of all Elizabeth's cour
tiers. Raleigh easily obtained from the queen, with 
whom he had suddenly become a great favorite, a pat
ent nearly in the terms of that granted. to Gilbert; but 
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an additional claU8et suggested doubtlea8 by the remon· CTER 

sb'anoes of the merohants engaged in the Newfoundlantl __ _ 

trade, expressly forbade any interference with the fisher. 1M4. 
Dl6D. there. Placed thus under the neceesity of selecting 
for his colony & more southerly.latltucie, and having per. 
suf!ded several others to unite with him in the enterpriae, 
Raleigh dispatohed two experjenoed commanders, Philip 
Amidas and Arthur 'Barlow, to reeonnoiter the oout. 

After a pr08p61'Ous voyage by way of the Canaries 
and the Weat Indies, these commanders made the land 
in the vicinity of Cape Fear. Coasting northeasterly in 
search of a harbor-not easily to be found on that ooast 
-they reached. Ooracoke Inlet, and landed at a spot 
which. the natives oalIed .WocO.con, the point: of a long, July 13-

narrow island, which separates Pamlioo Sound from the 
Atlantic. Here they were soon visited by the IndiaDs 
of the neighborhood, who received them with hospitality, 
and were eager. to trade. By their invitation the vessels 
entered the sound, and visited Roafwke, a low and sandy 
island situate in the passage from. the Sound of Pamlico 
to. that of Albemarle, names, however , as yet unknown. 
At this island, the seat of an Indian village, an advanta. 
geous trllffic was opened with the natives, who feasted 
their visitors on venison, fish, berries, and. hominy-made 
of Indian .com broken and boiled-a dish still familiar 
throughout the Southern States. Two of the tribe even 
volunteered to visit England. 

The vigorous vegetation of these sandy islands, sa 
much in contrast with the stunted growth of Newfound. 
land, concealed the poverty of the soil. 'rho stately oaks, 
the cedars, oypresses, pines, bays, magnolias, and other 
evergreens, gave a deceptive idea of great fertility. The 
ships were loaded with cedar, to whioh were added skins 
and fore purohased of the Indians, and 8888afru, wbioh 

I. F 
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CBAP'l'ER the Spaniards had alreidy found in Florida, and intro. 
UL du~ into Europe as a medioinal and preoious aromatio. 

10S4. The explorers, on their return, made a flattering report 
of their disooveries, and the name VIRGmlA was bestowed 
on this promising region, it is unoertain whether by the 
virgin queen herself or by the dexterous Raleigh. 

Raleigh was knighted, his patent was confirmed by 
aot of Parliament, and, aooording to the queen's fashion 
of enriohing her oourtiel'B by the gift of monopolies, she 

Dec. conferred upon him the exolusive sale of sweet wines, 
the profits of whioh might aid him in planting a colony. 

loSt>. Thus encouraged, Raleigh soon fitted out seven vessels 
April. well furnished with every requisite for a settlement. 

Grenville, a sucoessful cruiser against the Spaniards, was 
naval commander; Lane, knighted subsequently by 
Queen Elizabeth for his military servioes, was to be gov
ernor; Hariot, a man of scienoe, was appointed to inves
tigate the native productions and natural history of the 
colony; Wythe, an ingenious painter, went as drafts
man. With all the expenses of this expedition on his 
shoulders, Raleigh contributed also to fit out his friead 
Davis, who renewed, about this time, the search for a 
northwest passage to India, and, penetrating toward the 
polar circle, first explored the entranoe into Baffin's Bay. 

Grenville sailed by way of the West Indies, where he 
cruised awhile for Spanish prizes. Following the coast 
of Florida toward the north, he narrowly escaped ship-

JUDe .. wreck on Cape Fear, which now first received that om
inous name. The ships reaohed W ooooon in safety, but 
one grounded while entering the sound. The colonis~ 
were landed on the Island of Roanoke. Manteo, one of 
the Indians carried 10 England, and now brought baok 
as guide and interpreter, was sent to the main land to 
amaounoe their arrival The Indians were still friendly, 
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and, under their guidance, the shores of the sound were CHAPlr:JI. 
ilL 

explored and several Indian villages were visited. Un- __ . 
fortunately, at one of these villages a silver cup was sto- 158.'). 
len; Grenville returned to demand it, and, when its res
toration was evaded or delayed, with the reckless violence 
charaoteristio of the adventurers of that age, and, indeed, 
of most voyagers among savage nations, he burned the 
village and destroyed the standing corn. Having for-
feited, by this rash and hasty aot, the good Will of the 
Indians, so essential to the infant colony,. Grenville pres-
ently sailed on his return voyage. On his way home 
he captured a rioh Spanish prize. The plunder of the 
Spaniards seems indeed to have attracted more of his .at-
tention than the 'settlementof the colony. 

Left behind with an hundred and ten men, Lane em
ployed himself in exploring the neighborhood. In a 
southwest direction he penetrated as far as Secotan, an 
Indian town between the Pamlico and the Neuse. In 
the district north of Albemarle Sound he found the tribe 
of the Chesapeakes, from whom he obtained some vague 
account of the great bay, still known by their name. 
He also examined the western extremity of the sound, 
and ascended the Chowan as high as the junotion of its 
two prilioipal branohes. The River Roanoke attracted 
his attention; the Indian chief of that neighborhood, anx
ions, perhaps, to get rid of these intruders, told a marvel
ous tale, suggested, no doubt, by the questions put to 
him, of Ii pearl fishery, a gold mine, and a western ocean 
--so at least his story was interpreted-near the shores 
of whioh the River Roanoke had its rise. The Spanish 
pearl fishery at the Island ~f Margarita, on the south
ern coast of the Caribbean Sea, and the gold and silver.' 
of the Spanish oolopies, encouraged all the adventurers 
of that day with the hope of similar discoveries every 
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OHAPTJa where in America. Commerce on the great scale of the 
nt. ' present times was still unknown; So far as the inter-

1686. course of distant nations was concerned, trade was lim. 
,ited to a few articles of rare and precious ~baracter. 
It was articles of, that 80rt whioh made the'commerce 
to India.seem 80 great an object, and the disoovery of a, 
western passage thither 80 important. Seduced by de
lusive tales whioh seemed to him, suffioiently oredible, 

1686. Lane attemp~ to ascend the Roanoke; nor did he give 
March. over the enterprise till he and his companions had nearly 

perished with hunger. 
As summer' approached, the stores of the Indiana 

we~e exhausted, and because they omitted' to re-plant 
their corn-fields' ip the Island of Roahoke, they were 
accused of a treacherous design to starve out the colo
nists. A leading obief of that distriot, suspected of a 

June. plot to murder the English, was drawn into an ambush 
under pretense of a parley, and treaoherously slain, with 
eight of his warriors. The scarcity of provisions hav
ing obliged the colonists to disperse in searoh of food, a 
small party on Cape Look-out, muoh to their surprise, 
de8Ol'ied at sea a fleet of twenty-three sail. It was Sir 
Francis Drake, on his way home from a new plundering 
expedition, in the course of which he had levied contri
butions on Carthagena, St. Domingo, and the little town 
of St. Augustine in Florida. Aware of the existence of 
Raleigh's colony, he had followed the shore in hopes of 
diso9vering it. The signals waved from Cape Look-out 
were presently soon, and Drake opened a communication 
with Lane, and gave him a ship, a pinnaoe, and several 
boats, with a supply of pro~isions. He also persuaded 
two of his captains to remain in the colony. But a sud
den storm arose, against whioh the open roadstead where 
Drake's vessels lay at anohor afforded no protection. To 
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eaoape shipwreck, they put to sea; and the vessels set cllAJl'i.n 
aside for the oolony were driven off the coast. m 

Lane and his companions were now totally di~ur. 1086. 
aged. r They declined to accept Drake's offer of another 
vessel, and, embarking on board the 'fleet, set sail for En. JUDe 19. 

'gland. . Hardly were· they gone· when a ship,dispatohed 
by Raleigh, :with abUndant supplies, arrived at Roanoke, 
and a fortnight after came Grenville with three more 
ships. Having searched in vain for the departed colo-
nists, Grenville left fifteen men to retain possession. 
On his way home he plundered the Azores, a Portuguese 
settlement; the Portuguese and Spanish orowns, with 
the vast colonial empire appertaining -to them, being 
now united on the head of·Philip II., who claimed the 
Portngnese crown by inheritance, and held it in spite 
of the wishes of the people. 

The failure of Lane's oolony did not deter Raleigh from 
a second experiment; and he found otherS ready to jain 
him in it. To give the settlers a feeling of home, and 
to make them willing W remain, it was wisely determ. 
ined to send out, not single men only, but lmilies hav. 
ing a Personal interest in t~e enterprise. A company 
was formed, and a charter was granted to John White Ilj87. 
and· eleven others, as governor and assistants of the" city January. 

of Raleigh," in Virginia. Suoh was the designation of 
the new oolony; designed. to be planted in Chesapeake 
Bay, of whioh 80mevagne idea had been obtained by 
Lane in his interoourse with the Indians. But the com· 
mander of the ships fu whioh these adventurers sailed 
was in haste to depart for the West Indies, where he 

• hoped to enrioh himself by trade or Spanish prizes, and, 
refusing to spend time in explorations, he put the new 
colonists ashore at Roanoke. The houses of the former July. 

company were found standing, but deserted, and over-
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CJlo\PTER grown with vines and weeds. A human skeleton lay 
• _111_0 _ whitening on the ground. Nothing appeared of the fif. 

1587. teen men left by Grenville. The new comers were pres· 
ently visited by Manteo, the Indian interpreter, who told 
them that the fifteen men had been slain by some of the 
neighboring Indians, of whose hostility a new proof was 
presently experienced in the slaughter of one of the as. 
sistants. who had strolled a little distance from the fort. 
In haste for revenge, the colonists attaoked an Indian 
party by night, and had slain several before they discov. 
ered in these supposed enemies a friendly band. When 

August. the time came for the departure of the vessels, White, 
the governor, was urged to go to England to seoure and 
hasten the promised supplies. He left behind eighty. 
nine men, seventeen women, and eleven children, among 
whom was an infant grand.daughter of his own, Vir· 
ginia Dare, the first English child born in America. 

When White arrived in England he found the nation 
in universal excitement and alarm. The hostilities so 
long carried on agai~ the Spaniards had produced, at 
last, a crisil. Provoked beyond enduranoe by the expe. 
ditions of Drake, the execution of Mary of Sootland, and 
the aid still afforded to the revolted Dutch, who had even 
chosen Leicester, Elizabeth's favorite, as their governor 
general, Philip II. undertook to carry into effeot a sen. 
tence of the pope excommunicating and deposing the 
English queen, proolaiming a crusade against her, and 
giving her kingdom to any Catholio prince who would 

1588. undertake to drive her from it. A great afmament was 
preparing in the ports of Spain, Portugal, and the· Low 
Countries, for the invasion of England. Notwithstand. 
ing the 1jerrors of this threatened invasion, Raleigh fitted 

April out White with two ships j but, stopping to cruise for 
Spanish prizes, one of these vessels, after a bloody en. 
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gagement, was itself boarded and rifled, and both were c~ 
compelled to return. Other vessels, fitted out for the __ _ 
same purpose, were pressed into the publio service; 1088. 
White himself was so employed; and, for the moment, , 
the colony was neglooted and forgotten. 

Raleigh h~ already spent £40,000 (8180,000) on 
this fruitless enterprise. Discouraged, or too muoh im
poverished to go on, he assigned his patent to a compa- 1689. 
ny, of whioh Thomas Smith, a merchant of London, March 7. 

and White,' already mentioned, were principal 'mem-
bers. .Some delay OCCUlred in sending out assistance; 1690. 
but White, by the interest of Raleigh, presently ob-
tained for three sqips bound to the West Indies an ex
emption from an embargo which the queen had jUl~t laid, 
on condition that these ships should take out m~n and 
supplies for. the colony at Roanoke. This condition was 
not very faithfully observed; only White was taken on 
board, and the ships remained 80 long oruising in the 
West Indies that it was the autumnal stormy season be-
fore they arrived on the Virginia coast. None of the 
colonists were any where to be found. The site of the 
settlement at Roanoke was inolosed by a strong palisade, 
but broken artioles scattered about suggested the idea of 
violence and plunder. From an insoription carved on a 
tree, it was supposed that the colonists might have gone 
to Croatan, aq island in the neighborhood; but, before 
searoh could be made, a storm arose, and the masters of 
the vessels, afraid to remain longer on so dangeroUs a 
coast, hastily set sail for England. Nor was any thing 
further ever heard of this unfortunate colony, tbe fate 
of which exoited not a little commiseration. 

The company to which Raleigh had assigned his pat
ent was content with oooasionally sending a trading ves
ae1 to the coast. Among its members WB:S Riohard Hak- . 

Digitized by Google 



• . 88 HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES. 

ORAPTD. luyt, a prebend of Westminster, who took a great intm
IlL 

___ est in the general subject of maritime adventure, and 
1590. especially of American disocwery, and who had just com

menced the publication of a valuable collection of voy
ages. Through his interest, the sketches made by Wythe 
were delivered to De Bry, an enterprising' German en
graver and bookseller, by wh9m they were published in 
four separate editions, with an English, Frenoh, German, 
and Latin text-thus first exhibiting to the eyes of Eu
ro~ the figures, dresses, and oustoms of the North Amer
ioan natives. De Bry also obtained and published the 
sketches of the painter Le Moy.ne, who had aooompanied 
the ill.starred Huguenot expedition to Florida. 

Raleigh's attempt to colonize Virginia has been com~ 
moDly assisned as the era of the introduotion of tobaooo 
into England. Very soon after the discovery of Ameri
ca, the Spania.rds had learned the luxury of tha.t nar
cotio. Through the Moors of Spain, its use very soon 
spread to the Mohammedan nations of the East, among 
whom it seems to have become a great favorite long be
fore it was muoh known in Europe. Commerce with 
Spain, or, perhaps, trading and privateering expeditions 
against the Spanish American settlements, first brought 
tobaooo to England; but it does not appear to have at
tracted muoh attention till Raleigh made it fashionable. 
Lane's companions, who had learned from the Indians 
the practioe of smoking it, brought home a quantity 
with them, and, unller the impulse of Raleigh's exam
ple, smoking, or "drinking" tobaooo, as it was then 
oalled, became the fashion among the courtiers. Its 
exhilarating and soothing effects were obvious; it was 
imagined, also, to possess great medioinal virtues. Its 
use gradually spread, the physioians, the Puritans, and 
presently King .rames, opposing it in vain. In the course 
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of the twenty or thirty years following, tobaooo began CRA1".l"D 

110 be a oonsiderable' artiole of oommerce, and' its use was m. 

not without a perceptible influence upon Ainerioan 0010- 1690. 
nization. 

It bas often been 888erted that these same colonists 
introduced the pOtato into England; but that must be a 
mistake. The history of the potato is somewhat obsoure. 
It seems to have' been derived .from the oold plateaus of 
Peru. It was certainly kno~ in Italy years before the 
planting of Roanoke. Among the vegetables described by 
Harlot as the produce of Virginia, there is none which can 
be taken for the potato--a root never oultivated .by the 
North American Indians, and nowhere indigenous in 
North America, unless possibly somewhere in the Rooky 
Mountains. The mistake appears to have arisen from 
confounding th_ roOt with the potato, or sweet potato, 
whioh seems, indeed, to have been known and cultivated 
by the Indians of Virginia and Florida, and speoimeDl 
of which Lane might ha~ carried to England. These 
two roots, indeed, were long confomided by the English, 
who applied the name baata to both; indeed, a mistaken 
idea still prevails in the English colonies that they are 
the same plant, varied only by ohange of olimate. It 
was not till the middle of the last century that the potato 
began to be extensively oultivated as an artiole of food. 

After years of blood and confusion in France, occa
sioned by the oivil war between the Catholics and Prot
estants, peace was once more restored to that country 
by the reoonciliation of Henry IV. to the pope, and the 1095. 
publication of the Edict of Nantes, by whioh the Hugue- 1098. 
DOts were secured in. the enjoyment of their oivil rights 
and religious opinions. Under the administration of the 
judioious Sully, oommerce revived. Even during the 
wars, a valuable fur trade to tho Amerioan coast had been 
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CBAPTER gradually established. The northern regions, abonnding 
DL in furs, seemed of greater commeroial value than the 

1098. country further south; and the Marquis de la Roche, a 
nobleman of Brittany, presently obtained a oonun.ission 
to conquer CANADA, and other lUijaoent oonntries "not 
possessed by any Christian prince." . 

To find men for this enterprise, La Roche was author
ized, as Robertval had been, to sweep the jails. A col
ony of forty conviots was established on the miserable 
Island of Sables, some of whom remained seven years, on 
that inhospitable sand.bank, subsisting on fish, and olothed 
in seal.skins. 

On the death of La Roche, Chauvin, a naval officer, 
1600. obtained a similar oommi88ion. He·formed a oonnection 

with Pontgrav6, a merohant of St. Malo, who for years 
had been ooncerned in the fur trade, ma.king profitable 
voyages to Tadou8ao,at the entrance of the Saguenay 

1601. into the St. Lawrence. Chauvin died a year or two 
aiter, when M. de Chatte, governor of Dieppe, obtained 
a oommission as governor of Canada, and, in conjunction 
with Pontgrave, formed a oompany of merohants to carry 
on the traffio. The name Canada was originally con
fined to the distriot on .the south bank of the St. Law. 
rence, opposite the mouth of the Saguenay, but was Wti. 
mately extended so as to inolude the whole interior ter. 
ritory watered by the St. Lawrence and its tributaries. 

A few English vessels visited, meanwhile, the ooast of 
Virginia, prinoipally in searoh of 8a88&fras, then becoming 
fashionable as a medioinal drug. Hitherto, ships bound 
on that voyage had taken a ronndabout course by the ' 

1602. West Indies; Bartholomew G08nold, master of a small 
vessel in the employ of Raleigh's assignees, avoided that 
unnecessary oirouit. Pursuing a more direct oourse, 
in seven weeks he made land, far to the north of Roa.. 
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noke. 'fuming southward, he discovered, landed on, CBAPTEB. 
m 

and named Oape Ood. Keeping still to the southward __ _ 
and then to the westward, he passed the islands now 1602. 
known as Nantuoket and Martha's Vineyard, but prefer- May 11. 

red to land on the westernmost of the little group of the 
Elizabeth 1Ilandl, to one of whioh he first gave that 
name. On a rooky islet in the midst of a pond he built 
a fort and store-house, intending to leave a few men to 
keep possession. The lading of the ship was soon oom-
pleted, principally with sassafras gathered on the island, 
to which were added furs purchased on the main land of 
the Indians, with whom a friendly interoourse was opened. 
When the ship was laden and ready to sail, those who 
were to f8I\I8.in lost heart; all embarked, and a prosper-
ous voyage of five weeks oarried them to England. 

The eoasta and islands visited by Gosnold were not re
markable for fertility; but that navigator, having seen 
them in all the freeh verdure of June, gave a very fiat-
tering aooount of his discoveries, and, at the instance of 
Hakluyt, some merchants of Bristol sent two vessels, un-
der Martin- Pring, to oollect sassafras and to pursue the 
exploration. Pring entered Penobscot Bay, and, ooast- 1603. 
ing southerly, discovered the harbors of Kennebunk, .Agoa- June. 

fltentiCflS, and Piscataqua, whence h6 traced the coast 
as far south as Martha's Vineyard. One ship was laden 
with sassafras, the other with furs and skins purchased 
from the natives. The pecuniary results of this voyage 
proved very satisfactory to the undertakers. 

D~ring these explorations by G08nold and Pring, Pont
grave, in the employ of the Frenoh oompany to whioh 
he belonged, made a new voyage to the St. Lawrence, 
having as -a oompanion Samuel Champlain, afterward 
for many years governor of Canada. They ascended 
as high as Hoobalaga; but the Indian village whioh 
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CHAPTER Cartier had fotmd on that island was no longer in ex. 
m .• ___ 18tence. . 

1603. Returning to France, they found De Chatte dead, and 
a patent or commission issued to Pierre de Gast, Sieur 
de Monts, a Protestant gentleman ~f the king's bed-oham. 
ber, for a vast traot oalled ACADIE, inoluding the whole of 
North America between the foitieth and forty-sixth de
gree of north latitude, from a point, that is, south of New. 
York, as far northerly as Cape Breton. A mOnopoly of 
the fur trade within these vast limits was also secured. 

1604. Four ships were soon fitted out by a oompany whioh De 
Monts formed; one under Pontgrave, to, drive away in. 
terloping traders; another, to purohase furs in the St. 
Lawrence i and two others, commanded by De Monts in 
person, attended by Champlain and Poutrinoourt, to se
lect a site and to establish a oolony. These two vessels 
touohed first at La Have, a short distance south of the 
present town of Halifax, a harbor already known and 
frequented by the Frenoh fur traders, Following the 
shore to the southward, they dOUbled Cape Sable, and, 
tracing the coast to the northeast, they discovered aud 
entered a beautiful harbor, surrounded by hills, and bore 
dered by fertile meadows. Poutrinoourt begged and ob
tained of De Monts a grant of this harbor, whioh he called 
Port Royal, now Annapolis. While De Monts followed 
the ooast to the northeast to find an imaginary oopper 
mine, Champlain, in searoh of a fit spOt for settlement, 
explored the Bay of Fundy, disoovered and named the 
River Bt. John's, entered Passamaquoddy Bay, and, as
cending to the mouth of its tributary, the Sohoodic, see 
lected there for settlement a small island, whioh he called 
Bt. O,.oix, a name presently given to the river itself: 
He was joined by De Monts, the oolony was landed, and 
a fort was built. But the site was ill ohosen. Confined 
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to a small wand, the settlers suffered muoh during the CIUPTBIl 

winter for wood, water, and provisions, and-half'the.num- m 
bel died. De Monts set sail in the spring in searoh of a 1600: 
better ·situation. He looked into the Penobscot, which 
Pring had «lisoovered two years before, entered the KetJ-
_bee;" Casco Bag, and the Saeo~' and, following the 
track of Pring, examined the 0088t as far south as Cape 
Cod, whioh he oalled Malaba"e. He landed on the 
oape, and had some thought of removing his colony 
tiber, ~ut was' discouraged by' the hostility of the na-
tives. . Additional settlers having arrived from France, 
be presently'transferred hilt settlement &om at. Croix to 
Port . Royal. But. even that situation was not wholly 
satisfactory, and Poutrincourt undertook, the next SWD- 1606. 
mer, a further exploration. of the shores of Cape Cod. 
The natives, however, were still hostile;. some of the 
. French were slain; and it appeared dangerous to attempt 
the oooupation.of that coast. The complaints of the 
French fisbemien and fur traders had proot'.lred, mean. 
while, the recall of De Monts's commission; and, during 
the following winter, even Port Royal was' deserted. 

The commerce with India, 80 long coveted, bad at 
length been commenced by the Bngliah and Dutch, whose 
East India Companies, presently 80 famous, had just been 1600. 
incorporated. 'I'be hopes of a short. western p&8!!&ge to 1602. 
Iadia were not yet abandoned. Captain Weymouth, dis
patched in searoh of such a passage by the Earl of Arun. 
del, an enterprising nobleman of that day, had again etl-

tered and examined Penobscot Bay, within a few months 1600. 
after De Monis's visit. He carried with him to England 
five of the natives. Sir Ferdinando Gorges, governor of 
Plymouth, was beginning to feel a strong interest in 
.American colonization. He took from Weymouth three 
of these Indians, whom be kept about him, and afterward 
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CHAPTER employed, with some others who came into his hands, as 
DL . 

___ pilots and interpreters in his Amerioan enterprises. 
1603. The recent aooession of James I. to the English throne, 
1604. and the peace which he negotiated with Spain, having 

put an end to privateering expeditions against the Span
ish settlements, the attention of English merchants, 
navigators, and adventurers was now directed to more 
peaoeful enterprises. . Commerce and oolonization took 
the place of piraoy and plunder. Sir Walter Raleigh 
was in the Tower, attainted of high treason fQr his at
~mpt to substitute Arabella Stuart instead of James I. 
as Elizabeth's suooessor. His patent being forfeit by his 

1606. attainder, James I. granted a new oharter, by whioh the 
April 10. American coast, between the thirty-fourth and the forty

fifth degree of north latitude-from Cape Fear to Pas
samaquoddy Bay-was set apart to be oolonized by two 
rival oompanies, one oomposed ohiefly of London adven
turers, the other of residents in the west of England, 
especially at Plymouth and Bristol, at that time the 
ohief seats of the west oountry trade. Liyerpool, as 
yet, was an inoonsiderable village, and the north of En
gland a pastoral oountry. 

The advancement of the Divine glory, "by bringing 
the Indians and savages resident in those parts to human 
oivility and a settled and quiet government," was alleged 
as the prinoipal motive of James's grant. The under .. 
takers, however, looked ohiefly to a gainful oommerce 
and profitable returns. 

By the provisions of the oharter, the London Company, 
whose settlement was to be distinguished as the ):i'irst 

Colony of Virginia, might plant any where between thir
ty-four and forty-one degrees of north latitude, or between 
Cape Fear and the east end of Long Island. The Plym
outh Company, whose settlement was to be called the 
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Second Colony of Vllginia, might plant any where be- CHAPTER 

tween the thirty-eighth and forty-fifth degrees of north m 
latitude, or between Delaware Bay and Halifax; but 1606. 
neither company was to begin ita settlement within a 
hundred miles of any spot previously oooupied by the 
other. Eaoh colony was to extend along the ooast fifty 
miles either way from ~e point first oooupied, and from 
the same point inland and seaward, either way, one hun-
dred miles, including all islands within that distanoe, and 
embraoing ten thousand square miles of continental ter-
ritory. A counoil, resident in. eaoh colony, to be com-
posed of thirteen members nominated by the king, was 
to manage looal affairs. No settlement was to be al-
lowed inland of either colony without the express consent 
of its counoil. A" Counoil of Virginia," resident in 
England, its members also appointed by the king, was to 
exeroise a general superintendenoe over both colonies. 

The two companies were authorized to search for mines, 
paying the king a fifth of all gold and silver, and a 
fifteenth of all copper. They were empowered. to coin 
money, to invite and carryover adventuren, to repel in
truders, to levy duties for their own use during twenty
one years, and to export goods from England free of all 
imposta for seven years. Lands in the oolony were to 
be held of the king, on the most favorable tenure; the 
oolonists and their ohildren to have all the righta of na
tive-born Englishmen. If any of them oommitted rob
bery or piraoy on vessels of other nations at peaoe with 
England, and, being required by proclamation, omitted 
to ~ake full restitution, they might be put out of the 
king's allegianoe and proteotion, and left to the spoil of 
the people they had plundered. This olause, borrowed 

• from Gilbert's patent, and oopied into several subsequent 
charters, evinoes the prevalenoe of piraoy in that age, 
and the very ineffectual means adopted to suppress it. 
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CIW"l'Bll A few months ~r the grant of this oharter, J8.IJl8I 
ID. 

___ issued "Instruotions for the government of Virginia," in 
1606. whioh he appointed a counoil, as provided for in the 
NOT. 20. charter,. to be inor~ or altered at the king's pleas

~e, and authorized to no~ate and superintend the 
local counoils, reduced by these instruotions to seven 
memberS each. These seven were to choose a presi
dent from their own number, with power to suspelMl 
him or any counselor for good cause, arid to fill vaoaa
oies till new appointments came from England; the prea
ident to have a. double vote. It was made the espeoial 
duty of these counoils to provide tha.t "the true w~ 
and service of God, aocording to the rites and service of 
the Church of England, be preached, planted, and used 
in the colonies and among the neighboring savages.'? 
Tumults, rebellion, conspiracy, mutiny, and seditioe, 
along with seven other offenses, all triable by jury, were 
declared. capital; lesser offenses WEll'e to be tried sum
marily, and punished by the local councils at their dis
cretion; all laws enacted by these oouncils not touoh
ing life or liIl\b, to remain in force till set aside by the 
king or the council for Virginia. For five years after 
their first plantation, the trade and industry of the c0lo
nists were to remain a common stock, or "two or three 
stocks at the mOflt," to be managed, in each colony, by 
a faotor selected annually by the local council, and in 
England by committees appointed for that purpose. A 
knowledge of these provisions is necessary to make the 
early history of Virginia intelligible. 

The French adventurers, meanwhile, were not idle. 
" Poutrincourt obtained in France ·a confirmation of the 

grant he had received from De Monts; and, cotempo
raneously with the first enterprises of the London and 

1607. Plymouth Companies, he established at Port Royal the 
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first permanent French settlement in America. The CHAPTER 
afi . DI. 

year ter, Champlain, whom we have seen participating __ _ 
in the enterprises of Chanvin and De Monts, obtained 1608. 
an outfit from some merchants of St. Malo and Dieppe, 
and planted on the St. Lawrence the post of Quebec. 
He was joined in the spring by Pontgrav6, and himself, 1609. 
joining a party of Hurons and Algonquins in a war ex
pedition against the Iroquois or Five Nations, ascended 
the Sorel, and, first of white men, entered the lake which 
still bears the name Ohamplain. A series of explora-
tions presently followed, whence arose the French claim 
to that vast tract of interior America, comprehended, 
along with Canada and Acadie, under the general name 
of NEW FRANCE. 

Almost cotemporaneously with the first Frenoh ex:
ploration of Lake Champlain, another celebrated discov
erer was penetrating from an opposite direction toward 
the same point. Henry Hudson, an enterprising English 
navigator, who had made two voyages, in the employ of 
London merchants, in search of a north or northwest 
passage to India, not finding further encouragement at 
home, had passed over to Holland, where he obtained 
from the Amsterdam chamber of the Dutch East India 
Company a small vessel called the Half Moon, in which 
he undertook a third voyage. Hudson seems to have March. 

entertained the project of sailing directly aoross the 
north pole to India; but, finding his traok to the north 
impeded by ice, he turned to the southwest, ran along 
the coast of Acadie, entered Penobscot Bay, where he 
traded with the Indians, and basely robbed them at his July. 

departure; made the land of Cape Cod, which be took 
for an island, and named New Holland; stretched thence 
to the entrance of Chesapeake Bay, where the London 
Virginia Company, as he knew, already had a colony; 

I. G 
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CHAPTER tumed again to the ndrth, looked into the bay afterward 
DL called the Delaware, and presently discovered and en-

1609. tered the river now so familiarly known as the Bud,. 
::~: lon, which he &S<l8nded to the head of tide water. So 

P far as is known, the Bay of New York had remained 
unvisited by Europeans since the time of Verrazzani. 
The natives on the banks of the river, struck with won
der at Hudson's vessels, were easily induced to a friendly 
interoourse, repaid by Hudson with reokless cruelty, like 
that which had disgraced his conduct at Penobscot. 

On her passage home the Half Moon entered an En
glish port. The ·ship was at length allowed to depart; 
but Hudson was detained by a royal order, and presently 

1610. fitted out for a fourth voyage. Having penetrated into 
the great bay which still bears his name-though Cabot 
seems to have entered it a century before--he passed 
the winter frozen up in the ice. On his return home
ward in the spring, his crew, provoked by his hard and 
stern temper, revolted, and set him adrift in an open 
boat with his young lIOn and eight others. . 

In yirtue of the discovery made by Hudson while sail. 
ing under their flag, the Dutch, now fast coming forward 
as the leading oommercial people of Europe, claimed the 
North American 008st, under the name of NEW NETHER
LAND, from the South Bay, which the English called the 
Delaware, as far east as Cape Cod, and, indeed, to Passa
maquoddy Bay. Virginia, New France, and New Neth
erland thus·overlapped each other; and to the natural and 
inevitable difficulties of that colonization which now first 
began to be successfully attempted, were added terri
torial disputes, national rivalries, religious antipathies, 
and all the petty hatreds ant jealousies of trade, con
ducted at that time· on much narrower prinoiples than 
at present. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

SETTLEMENT OF VIRGINIA. 

THE persons named in the charter of Virginia, as CBAPTBIl 

founders of the London Company, were Sir Thomas IV. 

Gates, Sir George Somers, Riobard Hakluyt, and Ed- 1606. 
ward Maria Wingfield. Others were persuaded, or had 
previously agreed to take part in the enterprise, espe-
Mally Sir Thomas Smith, an eminent merohant of Lon~ 
don, one of the assignees of Raleigh's patent, who was 
chosen treasurer of the new company. For ~ery sum 
of £12 lOs., about sixty dollars,· paid into the com-
pany's treasury, the contributor was entitled to an hun: 
dred acres of land, and as muoh more when the first lot 
was cultivated. This was called " the adventure of tbe 
purse." Under the bead of "personal adventure," who-
soever emigrated to Virginia, or carried others thither 
at his own expense, was to be allowed an hundred acreS 
for each person so transported. It was expected by this 
allowance not only to encourage the voluntary emigra-
tion of persons able to pay their own expenses, but to 
promote the transportation, at the expense of private in
dividuals, ot servants indented or bound for a term of 
years--a speoies of emigrants esteemed essential to the 
industry of the colony, and whioh we shall find as a dis-
tinct olass in all the Anglo-Amerioan settlements. On 
all grants of land a quit-fent was reserved. 

The company thus organized fitted out three vessels, 
under the command of Christopher Newport, who had 
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CHAPTER aoquired a maritime reputation by former expeditions 
IV.. • 

___ ag8.1nst the Sparuards. One hundred and five men em-
1606. barked in these vessels, destined to form the first colony 
Dec. 19. of Virginia, but not very well selected for suoh a pur

pose. Of this small number forty-eight were" gentle
men," persons brought up to esteem manual labor as de
grading. There were but twelve laborers, four oarpen
ters, and a few other meohanios. The rest were soldiers 
and servants. The leaders were Wingfield, a merohant, 
one of those named in the oharter as projeotor of the col
ony; Gosnold, whose voyage, already mentioned, had re
vived the spirit of colonization; Hunt, the ohaplain; and 
John Smith, an energetio adventurer, the historian of the 
enterprise, in whioh he played a oonspiouous part. While 
a mere boy, i'mpelled by a restless spirit, he had left home, 
and, finding his way aoross Europe, had engaged in the 
Austrian service in the war against the Turks, still re
garded, at that time, as the common enemy of Christen
dom. After many adventures, in whioh he gave repeated 
proofs of remarkable courage and resolution, Smith had 
re~urned to England, and, aooidentally forming an ao
quaintanoe with Gosnold, entered with characteristic 
zeal into the scheme for colonizing Virginia. 

The names of the future counselors to whom the 
government of the oolony was to be intrusted were car
ried to V~ginia a profound seoret, oarefully sealed up in 
a tin box, along with King James's instruotions. New
port proceeded by way of the Canaries and the West In
dies, and during the long passage oabals arose. Wing
field, jealous of Smith's reputation, aooused him of a de
sign to murder the counoil, usurp the government, and 
make himself King of Virginia; and on this extraordina
ry oharge Smith was arrested, and kept in confinement 
during the remainder of the passage. Several weeks 
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were· spent among the Caribbee Islands. Sailing thence CHAPTER 
IV. 

in search of the coast of Virginia, a fortunate storm __ _ 
drove the vessels past Roanoke, and after a four months' 1607. 
passage' from England they entered Chesapeake Bay. April 26. 

The two headlands at the entrance were named Cape 
Henrg and Cape Charles, after the king's two sons. A 
party of thirty landing on Cape Henry, were attaoked by 
five of the natives, and had tWo of their Dumber wound-
ed. Presently the ships came to anohor at old Point 
Com/Of't, at the mouth of a ~road river or estuary. The 
sealed box was now opened, and the names of Wingfield, 
Newport, Gosnold, Smith, and· three others were found 
in it, appointed to compose the council. 

Nearly three weeks were employed in exploring the 
country, during whioh the vessels ascended the great 
River Powhatan, a principal tributary of the Chesa
peake. The new comers were kindly received at several 
places by the natives, 'who now saw white men for the 
first time. A spot was chosen for settlement on the 
north bank. of the river, about fifty miles from the bay 
--a peninsula which afforded, on the water side, good an
chorage, and on the land side might be easily defended, 
but with a low and marshy situation unfavorable to 
health. This spot was oalled JamestO'UJn, and the river 
soon became known as James, or King's River. 

Exeroising the powers conferred upon them by the 
royal instruotions, the counoil exoluded Smith, and chose 
Wingfield president. It was proposed to send Smith to 
England; nor was it without difficulty that he obtained 
the privilege of being tried in the colony. Meanwhile, 
with Newport, he explored James River as high up as 
the falls, where they were hospitably entertained by the 
great chief Powhatan. On their return, they found the 
colonists at Jamestown already in a quarrel with the na· 
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CHAPTER tives; but this diffioulty was BOOn arranged. Smith was 
IV. tried, and, being honorably acquitted by the jury, who 

1607. levied heavy damages on Wingfield, his aoouser, he was 
now, by the mediation of Hunt, restored to his seat in 
the council. 

All that part of the pre,sent state of Virginia below the 
falls of the riv6l"8 was found by the English in the p0s

session of native tribes of Algonquin speech, united in a 
confederaoy, called by the settlers the Powhata1J8, plural 
of the name by whioh they distinguished the great ohief 
at its head. This ohief, "a tall, SOUl, athletio man, 
about sixty years old," wh~ dwelt in a little village of 
some twelve wigwams near the falls of James River, al
ready visited by Smith and Newport, was magnified by 
the colonists into the" Emperor of Virginia." The Pow
hatan confederacy embraced more than forty olans or pet
ty t):,ibes, scattered over a great space, living together in 
little hapllets, few of which had so many as two or three 
hundred inhabitants. James River, above the falls, was 
inhabited by the five tribes of the Monieans, generally 
hostile· to the Powhatans, as were the Mannalwael, a 
~nfederacy of eight tribes inhabiting the upper courses 
of the Rappahannoo and the Potomac. These two oon
federacies appear to have spoken dialeots of the Wyandot 
language. The total population of the three confedera
oiee,·inoludmg all the Indians west of Chesapeake Bay, 
as far as the Blue Ridge, did not probably exoeed fifteen 
or twenty thousand. But to the few English they ap
peared very numerous. 

JUDe. Shortly after Newport's departure, the colonists began 
tQ suffer from disease, aggravated by want of proper 
food. The water was bad; their provisions, doled oui 
in small allowances from the oommon store, consisted 
prinoipally of wheat and barley heated and damaged on 
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the long voyage. To this they added orabs and stur- ClW'TU. 

geon, with which the river abounded. The natives, siok IV. 

of such visitors, began again to grow unfriendly. Dis- 1607. 
ease was aggravated by melanoholy and despair. From 
May to September half the colonists died, among others 
Gosnold, after whose death the counoil could hardly 
agree. Wingfield, the president, was aooused of appro
priating the beat stores to his 'own private use, and of 
living in luxury while the others were starving. He at
tempted to escape from the unfortunate colony in a bark 
whioh Newport had left, but was deteoted, deposed from 
his offioe of president, and, &long with Kendall, one of 
his confederates, was expelled the counoil. That body 
was now reduced to three members, the vacanoies oooa-
sioned by the departure of Newport, the death of Gosnold, 
and the reoent expulsions remaining unfilled. RlItoliffe, 
the new president, was ineffioient, and the management 
of affairs fell ohiefly into the hands of Smith. Inspir-
ing his companions with a portion of his own energy, l,le . 
induced them to build a pa.lisadoed fort as a proteotion 
against the Indians, and to erect huts for the winter. 
As the season approaohed for gathering the Indian com, 
with a few attendants he visited the neighboring tribes, 
and by presents and caresses among the friendly, and 
open foroe upon the unwilling, obtained a muoh-needed 
supply. Plots still continued to be formed by Wing-
field, Kendall, and others, for leaving the oolony, and a 
rencounter presently took plaoe, in whioh these plotters 
were defeated, and Kendall was killed. As winter set 
in, abundanoe of game and wild fowl dissipated all ap- Deo. 

prehensions of famine. 
Matters thus in a more favorable train, Smith set out 

to explore the Chiokahominy, a tributary whioh entered 
James River a little above Jamestown. No just ideas 
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CHAPTER were yet entertained as to the breadth of the continent, 
IV. whioh was still believed to be as narrow at the north as 

1607. it was known to be in Mexico. The colonists were 
specially instruoted to seek for a passage to the South 
Sea; and it was thought that possibly the Chiokahom. 
iny might lead thither. Having ascended as high as he 
could in his barge, Smith followed up the stream in a 
oanoe, with two colonists and two Indians for oompan. 
ions, and when the canoe would Hoat no longer, he left 
the two oolonists to guard it, and struok inland with a 
single Indian as a guide. Set upon unexpectedly by a 
large party of natives, who had already surprised and 
killed the two men left to guard his canoe, Smith bound 
his Indian guide to his arm as a buokler, and made a 
vigorous defense, killing three of his assailants; but as 
he retreated baokward, he presently sank into a miry 
swamp, and was taken prisoner. His captors would 
have killed him, but he amused them with a pocket oom. 
pass. Carried in a sort of triumph through several vil. 
lages, he was taken before Powhatan, the same ohief 
whom he had visited in oompany with Newport. An at
tempt was made to engage his servioes--at least so 
Smith understood it--in surprising the colonists at 
Jamestown. Having failed in this, after muoh oonsul. 
tation it was resolved to put him to death. He was 
dragged to the ground, and his head plaoed upon a stone; 
Powhatan raised a olub to dash out his brains, when 
Pocahontas, the saohem's favorite daughter, a ohild ten 
or twelve years old, rushed through the orowd, clasped 
in her arms the head of the viotim, and, resting her own 
upon it, averted the fatal blow. His life was saved; 
many new ceremonies passed betWeen him and the In-

1608. dians, and after seven weeks' captivity, aocompanied by 
January. twelve Indian guides, he was sent baok to Jamestown. 
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He found the oolony reduoed to thirty-eight persons, CllAPTER 

wholly diaoouraged and disheartened, and some of them IV. 

again planning an escape in the· bark. For the third 1608. 
time, miDgJing threats and entreaties, he induced them 
to remain, and having procured from the Indians, with 
whom he was now in great favor, abundance of provisions, 
he maintained plenty in the oolony till Newport arrived, 
bringing supplies, and a. hundred. and twenty new set-
tlers. But of the two ships of whioh this expedition 
consisted, one was driven by rough weather to the 
West Indies, and thus kept back for several weeks. 

This new company were muoh the same sort of pe0-

ple who had oomposed the first oolony, vagabond gentle
men, unaooustomed to labor and disdainful of it, with 
three or four bankrupt London jewelers, goldsmiths, and 
refiners, sent out to seek for mines. In a small stream 
near Jamestown they presently discovered some glitter
ing bits of yellow mica, whioh they mistook for gold dust. 
ETery thing else was now neglected; there was no 
thought nor oonversation but about digging, washing, 
and refining gold. Newport, whom Smith describes as 
" empty, idle, timid, and ostentatious," proceeded up the 
rivel' to visit Powhatan, and deliver to him "orne presents 
he had brought. His ship was thus kept waiting, the 
crew trenohipg on the supply of provisions, diminished 
also by an aooidental fire, whioh destroyed the store-house 
and most of the huts. At last Newport's ship set sail 
for England, laden with fancied wealth. Wingfield and 
some of his partisans went in her. Martin, one of the 
counselors, returned to England in the other vessel, to 
olaim the reward promised to the first discoverer of a 
mine. With muoh tliffioulty, Smith prevailed to load 
that vessel with cedar, which, with a quantity of skins 
and furs, oonstituted the first valuable remittance from 
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CJlAPTEIl Virginia. Martin's place in the counoil was supplied 
IV. S . N ___ by orivener, who had come out In ewport's ve98eL 

1608. While the colonists rebuilt their huts and tended their ' 
corn-fields, Smith employed himself in the exploration of 
Chesapeake Bay, for whioh purpose he made two Vf}y
ages in an open boat of five tons, .ttended by a sur
geon, six gentlemen, and five soldiers. He explored the 
numerous rivers and inlets, especially on the west side 
of the bay; entered the Susquehanna, the Patapsoo, and 
thts Potomac, all of whioh he asoended to their first falls ; 
and, after sailing more than three thousand miles, drew 
the first ohart of the Chesapeake, whioh was transmitted 
to England, and presently published, with a desoription 
of the oountry. Smith found the Susquehannas, and 
other Indians at the head of the bay, already in posees
sion of iron hatchets, obtained probably by way of Can
ada from the Frenoh fur traders in ihe St. Lawrence. 
These Indians lived in constant terror of the formidable 
Massawoma08, no doubt the Iroquois or Five Nations. 
Smith himself met with a party of that dreaded race rae 
turning in canoes from a WBJ' expedition. After visiting 
the Mannahoa08 at the head of the Rappahannoo, and, 
in a second expedition, the N ansemonds and Chesapeakes 

Sept. at the south part of the bay, he returned to Jamestown 
with a cargo of oorn. The settlers now also gathered 
the first corn of their own planting. 

On his return from his second voyage of exploration 
Smith became president of the counoil, an office held for 
some time previously by Sorivener, to whom the siok and 
ineffioient Ratcliffe had yielded it. 

Newport arrived. soon after with ~venty additional 
people, among whom were two new counselors and two 
women, the first who visited the colony. There oame, 
also, eigbt Poles and Germans, sent to teaoh the art of 
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making pitch, tar, potasbee, and glass. The officers of CBAPTBa 

the company wrote by this opportunity ip. an angry IV. 

Itrain. They were much disturbed by a story, started 1608. 
probably by Wingfield and the other returned emigrante, 
that the starving and discontented oolon.istS, who desired 
nothing so muoh as to get away, intended to seize the 
territory of Virginia, and to divide it among themselves. 
They expressed great dissatisfaction that their heavy out-
lays had yet prodooed no adequate return; and New-
port brought special orders to obtain oertain intellige.uce 
of a paseage to the South Sea, to send home a lump of 
real gold, or to find some of the lost company formerly 
planted on the Island of Roanoke. Unless vduable com
modities were remitted suffioient to pay the expense of 
this voyage, amounting to £2000, about ,10,000, the 
colonists were threatened to be left to shift for them-
selves, "as banished men." 

Resolved to make the best of suoh materials as he had, 
Smith exerted his authority with vigor. The gentle
men, taught to wield the axe~ and converted into dex
terous woodoutters, were employed. in preparing a oargo 
for the ship. To eat, they must work. The common 
swre from whioh the colonists were fed was mainly de. 
pendent on corn purchased from the Indians with goods 
sent out by the company. Newport again visited Pow. 
hatan, carrying as presents a scarlet oloak and gilded 
crown. He wished to engage that ohief to assist him 
in exploring the country of the Momeans above the falls 
of James River, and, notwithstanding Powhatan's refu
sal, he undertook an expedition for that purpose, from 
which he returned with some specimens of alleged silver 
ore, his men starving, siok, and dispirited. Great exer
tions now became neoessary to secure a supply of pro
visions. Contributions were levied on the neighboring 
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CHAPTE1l Indian villages. Smith also visited Powhatan for the 
lV. 

___ same Purp0;56, but found him hostile and treacherous. 
1608. Again he was saved by Pocahontas, who came through 

a storm at midnight to inform him of his danger. 
At length Newport's vessel was dispatched with a 

cargo of wainscot and olapboards, and speoimens of tar, 
pitch, and potashes, prepared by the Germans. Smith 
wrote, in reply to the oomplaints of the company, th~t it 
were better to send out thirty working men than a thou .. 
88J1d like the present colonists. 

Whatever disappointment might be expressed in their 
letters to Virginia, the London Company put a good 
face upon matters at home. Means were taken to make 
the speoulation popular, and the number of adventurers 
was greatly increased. Besides many noblemen, knights, 
gentlemen, merohants, and wealthy tr8.desItlen, most of 
the incorporated trades of London were induced to take 

1609. shares in the stock. A new oharter was also obtained, 
May 23. by whioh the enterprise was plaoed upon quite a new 

footing. " The Treasurer and Company of -Adventurers 
and Planters of the City of London, for the First Colony 
in Virginia," were made a corporation, its affairs to be 
managed by a counoil, of whioh the first members were 
named in the patent j but all vacanoieswere to be filled 
by the stockholders, who were also empowered to ohoose 
the treasurer, the chief executive officer bf the company. 
To this oorporation was granted a territory extending 
two hundred miles north from old Point Comfort, the 
same distance south, and west to the Paoifio. The local 
counoil of the colony, distraoted as it had been by oa
bals and personal jealousies, the universal fate of a divi
ded executive, WaR superseded by a governor, to be ap
pointed by the company's council in England, and to 
have the sole superintendence of local affairs. That same 
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council was also empowered to make laws for the colony, CBAP'l'ER 

conformable, however, "as near as might be," to those IV. 

of England-a restriction inserted into all subsequent 1609. 
charters, and, independently of any oharter, a fundament-
al limitation on colonial legislation. To guard against 
the intrusion of Romish superstitions, the Oath of Su
premacy was to be taken by all persons arriving in the 
colony. Under this new oharter Lord De la War was 
appointed governor, with a lieutenant governor, admiral, 
vice-admiral, high marshal, and other high-titled officers, 
all for life. 

Loru De la War's affairs detained him for some time 
in England; but a fleet of nine vessels set sail at onoe, 
with five hundred colonists on board. Newport, again 
admiral, was authorized, jointly with Sir Thomas Gates 
and Sir George Somers, to administer the government 
till Lord De la War's anivai. Not able to agree about 
precedence, these three commanders embarked in the same 
vessel, and, in a viol~nt storm whioh dispersed the fleet, 
they were cast ashore on one of the Bermudas. The 
other ships, except one whioh was lost, anived safely in 
James River. Most of the new comers were of the same 
sort with those formerly sent out, poor gentlemen, indo
lent, dissolute, and insubordinate, or else broken traues
men, . "fitter to breed a riot than to found a colony." 
The old system had been abrogated; but, owing to the 
non-arrival of the three commissioners, there was no per
son Pt the oolony authorized to aot under the new ohar
ter. The new oomers disputed the authority of Smith, 
who struggled, however, to maintain his power, in which, 
indeed, he was justified by the express provisions of the 
new oharter, which continued the old government until 
the new one should be formally organized. To rid him
self in part of these troublesome guests, he established two 
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CBAPTBa new settlements, one at the fa1l8 of James River, the 
IV. 

___ other at Nansemond, near the present site of Norfolk. 
,1609. These settlers conduoted with gi-eat insolence, and soon 

involved themselves in dispute with the neighboring In
dians. Smith quieted matters for the moment; but the 
oolony soon lost his valuable services. Severely wound
ed by the aooidental explosion of his powder-bag as he 
was sleeping in his boat, he was obliged to return to En
gland, in one of the newly-arrived vessels, for surgical 

October. aid. He left near five hundred persons in Virginia, wen 
supplied with arms, provisions, and goods for the Indian 
traffio. Jamestown had a fort,ohurch, store-house, and 
abo~t sixty dwelling houses, with a stock of hogs, goats, 
sheep, fowls, and a few horses; but the cultivated land, 
the produce of whioh went into the oolony store, was lim
ited to thirty or forty acres. The main resource for food 
was oorn purohased or extorted from the Indians, and 
dealt out from the oommon store. 

At Smith's departure, the better part of the oolonists 
solioited Captain Percy, one of the original settlers, of the 
noble family of that name, to aot as president; but he 
was confined- to his bed by siokness, and his authority 
was not respeoted. The oolonists gave themselves up to 
riot and idleness. They wastefully oonsumed the. store 
of provisions, killed the stock, traded away their arms 

1610. with the natives, and presently suffi3red severely from 
famine. Ratcliffe, with-a numerous party, on a trading 
expedition for oorn, was waylaid by the Indians, and cut 
off with all his oompany. Many stragglers, wandering 
about in searoh of food, suffered the same fate. A oom
pany of thirty seized a small vessel belonging to the 001. 
ony, and sailed away to turn pirates. In the traditions 
of Virginia, this period was long remembered as the 
8tarving Time. In six months there were only sixty 
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persons remaining, and tbOfle 80 feeble, dejected, and des- CBAP'l'ER 

titute, that, without aid, they oould not bave survived for IV. 

ten days longer. 1611. 
At this critical moment, Ne-wport, Gates, and Somers, .May 18. 

with an bundred and fifty men, arrived from Bermuda, 
in two small vessels built of the cedar of that island and 
the fragments of their stranded ship. Even shipwreck 
bad not reconciled the jealous oommissioners, who had 
formed two parties, and bad built separate vessels. 
They bad been fortunate in saving tools and stores; the 
islands abounded in turtle, the fat of which, mixed with 
lime, served to pay the seams, and to make their vessels 
water-tigbt; there was also & great abundance of wild 
bogs--a timely ~upply to these shipwrecked adventurers. 
Arriving. from such a land of plenty, the new comers 
were horror-struck at tbe· starving oondition of the col-
ony. They had themselves bat sixteen days' provisions. 
It was resolved to abandon Virginia, and to sail for New
fouDdland, there to seek food and a passage home from 
the fishermen. So great was the disgust of the disap
pointed colonists, that on leaving Jamestown they were 
bardly restrained frorp setting fire to the buildings. As 
they descend tbe river, a boat is seen coming up. It 
is Lord De la War, the governor, just arrived from 
England, with three ships, bringing provisions and 001-
onists. He persuaded the fugitive settlers to return ~ 
Jamestown, where be entered ceremoniously upon his 
office witb a speech from himself and a sermon from 
his chaplain. Somers sailed to the Bermudas for hogs, 
and died there, leaving his name to the islands. Cap--
tain Argall, who had visited the. colony in a private 
trading sbip, was sent to the Potomac to buy com of 
the Indians. De la War established. a post at Kiquo-
tan, now Hampton, at the entrance of James River. 
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• CHAPTER In punishment of injuries inflioted by the Indians dur
IV. ing the late distressed state of the oolony, he attacked 

1611. and burned several of their villages, but was repulsed 
when he attempted to renew the settlement at the falls. 
Taken sick, he presently returned to England, leaving 
Peroy as his deputy. The oolony now oonsisted of two 
hundred men. 

Sir Thomas Dale presently arrived with three ships, 
some oattle, and three hundred settlers, and, in De la 
War~s absence, assumed the government. He brought 
with him a printed code of laws, harsh and strict, oom· 
piled by Sir Thomas Smith, the treasurer of the oom· 
pany, ohiefly from the Dutch Artioles of War. This 
code remained for eight years the law of the oolony, 
additional regulations being from time to time added by 
proclamations of the governor. 

1612. Dale established a new plantation up the river, in. 
olosed by a stockade, and oalled Henrico, after the king's 
eldest son. Another settlement, called New Bermuda, 
was established at the junotion of the Appomattox with 
the James. The Indians who dwelt there were driven 
away, and a stockade from river to river inolosed a con· 
siderable extent of ground. To all the indented serv· 
ants of the company, Dale assigned three aores each to 
oultivate on their private aocount, for whioh purpose time 
was allowed them equivalent to a month annually. To 
those at New Bermuda still more favorable terms were 
allowed. They were to pay a yearly rent in corn in 
lieu of all servioe--a method whioh seems to have been 
ultimately adopted with all the indented servants of the 
company. Dale was presently superseded by Sir Thom-

August. as Gates, who arrived from England with six ships, three 
hundred and :fifty people, and a supply of oattle, sheep, 
~ts, and hogs. 

Digitized by Google 



SETTLE:\IENT OF VIRGINIA. 113 

The heavy outlay since the new organization of the CHAPTER. 

company, without any return, gave occasion to loud com- lV. 

plaints on the part of the stockholders. They seem very 1612. 
unreasonably to have looked to the colony as an immedi-
ate source of mercantile profit. The returned emigrants 
had brought back many unfavorable reports; and Vir-
ginia, late the theme of such romantio. hopes, fell into 
very bad repute. It was sneered at on the stage; even 
the abandonment of the enterprise was openly talked of. 
Something must be done to appease these discontents; 
and a supplementary.oharter was obtained, under which 
the control of the company's affairs was taken from the 
council and given to the body of the stockholders, who 
were to hold a great and general court once in each 
quarter for more important business, besides meetings 
weekly or oftener for smaller matters. The Bermudas 
were also annexed to Virginia; but these islands soon 
passed into the hands of a particular association, and 
were occupied by a separate colony. The supplementary 
charter also authorize<l the company to raise money by 
lotteries, now introduced into England for the firs.t time. 
About £30,000, near $100,000, were subsequently 
raised by this means. 

Captain Argall, again in Virginia with two ships on 
private account, in a new expedition to the Potomao to 
trade for corn, found Pocahontas there, of whom the col
onists had seen nothing for two years. With the as
sistance of the ohief of that district, whom he bribed 
with a brass kettle, he enticed the Indian girl on board 
his ship, and carried her to Jamestown. Powhatan de
manded the release of his daughter, but the colonists 
refused to give her up except in exohange for some 
German servants who had deserted to the Indians, and 
the English tools and arms of which Powhatan's people 

I. H 
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CHAPTER had possessed themselves, by purohase as they alleged, 
IV. but, as 'the English said, by theft. The Indian ohief de-

1612. olined these terms, and vowed revenge, but was ap
peased by a fortunate oiroumstance. John Rolfe, a young 
colonist of respectable oondition, having won the favor of 
the Indian maid, was encouraged by the governor to ask 
her in marriage. Her father willingly consented. He 
did not oare, indeed, to trust himself in Jamestown, but 
he sent two of his prinoipal warriors as his representa
tives at the marriage ceremony. The young bride was 

, 
baptized, and by means of this connection a good under
standing was established with Powhatan. As yet there 
were few, if any, white women in the colony j yet Rolfe's 
example WMI not followed. Intermarriage was urged by 
the Indians as the only test of sinoere friendship; and 
.suoh a course, as a native historian of Virginia has re
marked, might have prevented the subsequent Indian 
wars, md gradually have absorbed the native inhabitants 
into the growing body of white colonists. But the idea 
of such an intermixture was abhorrent to the English, 
who despised the Indians as savages, and detested them 
as heathen. They would reoeive them only as subjects. 
The Chickahominies, who dreaded the power of Pow
batan, agreed to acknowledge the superiority of the col
ony, and to pay an annual tribute of corn; but Dale, 
who resumed the government on Gates's departure, found 
it necessary tp use force to extort even the first payment. 

1613. Sailing to the eastward on a fishing voyage, in com-
pany with a number of other English vessels, Captain 
Argall broke up a little station oalled St. Saveur, on the 
islan~ of Mount Desert, not far from Penobscot Bay, 
whioh two Jesuit missionaries from Port Royal, dissatis
fied with their treatment there, had just established, by 
assistance of a pious lady of France. Some of the 
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Frenchmen were allowed to seek a pa.ssage bome in the CHAPTER 

French fishing vessels; the others were carried to Vir- IV. 

ginia; among the rest, one of the Jesuits, the other hav- 1613. 
iDg been killed in the attack. 

With three vessels and sixty men, piloted by his Jes-
uit prisoner, Atgall800n after Mted Port Royal, which 
he butned; but the dispersed settlers found shelter in 
the woods. On his homeward voyage the English com
mander entered the mouth of the Hudson, and compel- Nov. 

led the Dutoh traders, lately established on the island 
of Manhattan, to acknowledge the authority of the En· 
glish. England was at peace both with France and HoI. 
land, bnt the English claimed all that coast as a part of 
Virginia. This expedition, forerunner of future bloody 
contests for the possession of North America, had no im. 
mediate results. Upon the departure of Argall, the Dutoh 
flag was again hoisted at Manhattan. Tbe Frenoh also. 
re-establisbed themselves at Port Royal, where they con
tinued to carry on a prosperous fur trade; and they soon 
occupied other points of the neighboring coast. 

By tbe original proposals of the company, all persolUl 
coming to Virginia, or transporting others thithet, wete 
entitled, for each person so introduced, to an hundred 
acres of land. This allowance was now limited to fifty 
acres, at which amount it remained fixed so long as Vir. 
giuia continued a British colony, subject, like all grants 
of land in Virginia, to an annual quit-rent, at the rate 
of two shillings for every hundred acres. Most of the in
dented servants of the company were now settled as t.en
ants at a corn-rent. The governor had for his support 
a plantation cultivated by an hundred of these tenants; 
and the salaries of other colonial officers were paid by 
similar assignments. Besides the grants to actual set
tlers, the members of the company had received large 

Digitized by Google 



i 16 HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES. 

CHAPTER tracts of land in consideration of their payments into the 
IV. 

___ treasury; and other large grants had been made for mer-
1615. itorious services, real or pretended. This engrossment 

of lands very early became a subjeot of complaint in the 
colony. Meanwhile, the oultivation of corn had so in
oreased, that, from buyers, the colonists be<,ame sellers to 
the Indians. They also had turned their attention tQ the 
oultivation of tobaooo. The Virginia tobacco, though es
teemed far inferior to that of the West Indies, sold, how
ever, for three shillings, nearly three quarters of a dollar, -
per pound; and, stimulated by this high price, the colo
nists entered into its oultivation with suoh extreme zeal 
as soon to be in danger of a dearth of provisions. 

Dale, who had resumed the government after the de-
1616. parture of Gates, gave it up to George Yeardley, and, re

turning to England, took. with him Pooahontas, known 
since her marriage as the Lady Rebeooa. Her husband 
went with her, and several Indian followers; among the 
rest, a ohief sent by her father to count the people of 
England. Pocahontas attraoted admiration by her mod
est and graceful demeanor, and was greatly caressed, be
ing recommended to the queen's notice in a petition from 
Captain Smith, in which he recounted her services to the 
colony, and espeoially to himself. In those day&, in which 
the genius of a Bacon worshi~ at the feet of a Jamel'! 
I., royalty even in a savage was thought to have some
thing sacred about it, and Rolfe, we are told, came near 
being oalled to account for having presumed, being a 
mere private person, to marry a princess. To make some 
provision for him, he was appointed seoretary to the col
ony, an office now first created. When about to return 
to Virginia, Pocahontas died, leaving an infant son, who 
was educated in England, and became afterward a pros
perous person in the colony. Througb bim and his de-
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seendants, the Bollands and Randolphs of Virginia have CHAPTER 
IV. 

been proud to trace their pedigree from the Indian princess. __ _ 
By the influence of Lord Rich, afterward Earl of 1616. 

Warwick, a nobleman much engaged in nautical enter
prises, and a large stockholder in the Virginia Company, 
but accused of sacrificing its interests to private trading 
speculations of his 0'Yll, the office of deputy governor of 
Virginia was conferred on Captain Argall, already re
peatedly mentioned, a kinsman of the treasurer, and an 
agent or partner in the speculations of Rich. When 
Argall arrived at Jamestown to enter upon his office, he 1617. 
found the public buildings fallen to decay, and only five May. 

or six houses fit to be inhabited. The planters, who did 
not exceed four hundred in number, were chiefly em-
ployed. in the cQltivation of tobacco, and were scattered 
about as best suited their convenience. Argall governed 
with severity, and, as the colonists alleged, with a single 
eye to private emolument, assuming for his own use 
the gOOds of the company, and extorting labor and serv-
ice in the company's name, but really for his own bene-
fit. He caused the manager of the estate, which by 
right of his office appertained to Lord de la War, to be 
tried by martial law, under Sir Thomas Smith's harsh 
code, and to be condemned to death for disrespectful 
words. An appeal was allowed to the company, and 
along with it came loud complaints of Argall's misbe
havior. De la War was earnestly entreated to resume 
the personal exercise of his authority; and with that in-
tent he sailed for Virginia, but died on the passage off 
the entrance of the bay, thenceforth known among the 
English by his name. 

After a warm struggle in the company, Yeardley, 
the former deputy, was appointed governor, and, to five 1619. 
greater dignity to the office, the honor of knighthood was JaDuary. 
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CHAPTER obtained for him. Yeardley had orders to sequester the 
IV. 

___ goods of Argall, and to make an inquiry into his conduot; 
1619. but Lord Rioh dispatched a vessel with timely notice to 

his confederate, and a few days before Y ear~ey'8 arrival. 
Argall esoaped to the West Indies with his property. 
Presently he returned. to England, but, through the support 
of his patrons, evaded all attempts to oall him to account. 

Another controversy had arisen whioh aggravated iDe 
dispute growing out of the conduot of Argall. Though Sir 
Thomas Smith had disbursed £80,000, nearly 8400,000, 
of the company's money, with all this expenditure and 
after twelve years' struggle there were but six hundred 
colonists in Virginia. Some fault was found with the 
treasurer's vouohers, and when he offered. to resign the 
company took him at his word. At this he WIUI very 
muoh offended, and a violent quarrel ensued between his 
friends and opponents. 

April 28. The vacant post of treasurer was bonferred on Sir 
Edwin Sandys, a. man of energy and liberal ideas, who 
entered with zeal on the disoharge of his office. The 
holders of grants of land in Virginia were induced to send 
out settlers, and to establish plantations at their private 
expense. The oultivation of tobacco seemed to promise 
a profitable return; and the vessels engaged in the New. 
foundland fisheries were availed of to transport the emi. 
grants at a moderate cost. I 

Yeardley found in the colony seven distinot plantations, 
to whioh he presently added. four more, composed of new 
emigrants. At the head of each plantation Was a oom
mandant, at onoe ohief of the militia and oivil magistrate. 
The tyranny of Argall bad induced. the oompany to re

establish a looal oounoil as a oheok upon the govemor, 
and Yeardley presently oalled the first colonial assembly 
of Virginia, OQID.poeed of the governor, the QOuncil, and 
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deputies from the eleven plantations. These deputies CHAPTER 
IV. 

WeFe called burgesses-a name which they. continued to __ _ 
retain after the representation was distributed by coun- 1619. 
ties. The 9,Cts of this assembly are not extant, but 
they are said to ha.ve given great satisfaction. Another 
popular measure, suggested by the extortions of Argall, 
was a. full release, on the part of the company, of all 
claims of service from any of the old planters. 

During the year that Sandys held office, he sent to 
Virginia twelve hundred emigrants--twice as many as 
there were inhabitants in the colony when he became 
treasurer. Among them were ninety yoUng women, 
"pure and uncorrupt," who were disposed of for the cost 
of their passage, as wives to the planters. The price of a 
wife was an hundred pounds of tobaooo, worth then about 
seventy-five dollars. But half.as muoh more was obtained 
for those of a second cargo sent out a year or two after. 

There were other emigrants of a sort less desirable. 
By the king's speoia1 order, an hundred dissolute vaga
bonds, the sweepings of the prisons, familiarly known 
among the colonists as "jaiL-birds," were sent to Vir
ginia to be sold as senants--a practice long continued 
as a regular item of British oriminal jurisprudence, in 
spite of the repeated. complaints of the colonists, and their 
eff0118 to prevent it. 

By the free consent and oo-operation of the colonists 1620. 
themselves, another and still more objectionable species 
of population was introduced into Virginia, not without 
still enduring and disastrous effects upon the social con-
dition of the United States. Twenty negroes, brought 
to Jamestown by a Dutch trading vessel, and purchased 
by the colonists, were held, not as indented servants for 
a term of years, 'but as slaves for life. 

Even so late as the first English migrations to Amer-
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CHAPTER ica, there might have remained, in obscure comers of 
IV. England, some few hereditary serfs attached to the soil, 

1620. faint remnants of that system of villanage once uni
versal throughout Europe, and still prevalent in Hun
gary and Russia. But villains in gross--slaves, that is, 
inheriting from their parents the condition of servitude, 
and transferable from hand to hand-had entirely disap
peared from England, not by any formal legislative act, 
but as the joint result of private emancipations and the 
discouragement long given by the English courts to claims 
so contrary to natural right. It had come, indeed, to be 
an established opinion throughout western Europe that 
Christians could not be held as slaves--an immunity, 
however, not thought to extend to infidels or heathen. 
The practice of buying negroes on the coast of Africa, 
introduced by the Portuguese, had been adopted by the 
Spanish, English, and Dutch. There was little induce
ment to bring them to Europe, w~e hir~abo~ mwt 
be abundantly obtain<1.d; but in the Spanish and Portu
guese colonies in America, especially after the introduc
tion of the sugar manufacture, the slave traders found a 
ready market, and the cultivation of tobacco began now 
to open a like market in Virginia. In buying and hold
ing negro slaves, the Virginians qid not· suppose them
selves to be violating any law, human or divine. What
ever might be the case with the law of England, the law 
of Moses, in authorizing the enslavement of " strangers," 
seemed to give to the purchase of negro slaves an "express 
sanction. The number of negroes in the colony, limited 
as it was to a few cargoes, brought at intervals by Dutch 
traders, was long too small to make the matter appear 
of much moment, and more than forty years elapsed be
fore the colonists thought it necessary to strengthen the 
system of slavery by any express enactments. 
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After a year's service Sandys was succeeded as treas- CHAPTER 
IV. 

mer by the Earl of Southampton j but the same policy __ _ 
was persevered in, and during the two following years 1620. 
twenty-three h~dred immigrants were sent to Virginia. 
The trade of the colony had hitherto been a olose monop-
oly in the hands of a joint stock called" The Magazine," 

. annually formed by subscriptions on the part of the com
pany and its members. Goods 8Eplt by this joint stock 
to an agent in the colony, known as the" Cape mer
chant," were exohanged by him for tobacco and other 
produce. This trade had proved a losing concern, and 
had occasioned great disputes and dissatisfaction. It 
was now abandoned, and the supply of the colony thrown 
open to private enterprise. 

With this access of population, new plantations were 
established on James and York River j and some adven
turers, for convenience of trade with the Indians, fixed 
themselves on the Potomac. It was about this time 
that John Pory penetrated across the neck of land whioh 
separates the Chesapeake from the Delaware. He also 
explored the country south of the Chesapeake, as far as 
the banks of the Chowan. 

An estate of ten thousand acres near the falls of 
James River, with a number of indented tenants to 
cultivate it, was assigned by the company toward the 
endowment of a college for the education of Indians as 
well as of colonists. The money contributed for the 
same object by some philanthropio individuals in En
gland was invested by the treasurer in the establish
ment of iron works, from which great benefits were 
hoped to the colony, and increase to the fund. 

The oultivation of tobacco had given a sudden im
pulse to Virginia; but the use of it was still quite lim
ited, and the English mar~et was soon overstocked. The 
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CHAPTER price beglUl to fall, and great lUUiety was evinced by 
IV. the enlightened treasurer for the introduction into the 

1620. colony of other staplee--fiu, silk, wine, and the prepa
ration of lumber. New attempts were made at the 
manufacture of glass, pitch, tar, and potaahes, and some 
Itallims and Dutch were sent out to instruct the colo
nists in theae operations. 

That leaven whioh presently produoed so remarkable 
1621. a revolution against monarchical authority was already 

working in England, and James's third Parliament, 
whioh met after an interval of seven years-the same 
whioh impeaobed Lord Bacon-protested against the 
Virginia Company's lotteries as an illegal raising of 
money without parliamentary sanction. The lotteries 
were stopped in consequence by order in council, and 
that resource came to an end. The colony still remained 
a losing concern. The disputes between the adherents 
of Sir Thomas Smith and the present administration 
grew every day more vehement. The stookholden had 
become quite numerous, and the affairs of the company 
gave rise, in the cou:rta of proprietors, to very lively de-

,bates. The king wished to diotate the choice of a treas
urer more colUtly than Southampton, and less an oppo
nent of royal prerogative. The farmers of the customs 
attempted to levy an excessive duty on tobaooo, and 
the company, to escape it, sent theirs to Holland. An 
order in council forbade the exportation of oolonial pro
duce to foreign countries unless it had first paid duties 
in England-the first germ of that colonial system a~ 
erward sanotioned by parliamentary enaotment, and one 
of the prinoipal features in the subsequent relations of 
the mother country to the colonies. Other orders in 
counoil, more favorable to Virginia, but having in view 
the same object of augmenting the royal revenue, pro-

Digitized by Google 



SETTLEMENT OF VIRGINIA. 123 

hibited the importation of Spanish tobacco, or its oultiva. CHAPTER 

tion in England. IV. 

Southampton and his adherents in the Virginia Com. 1621. 
pany belonged to the rising party in faVOl' of parliament-
ary and popular rights as opPQ88d to the royal preroga-
ti.ve. With more conforlJlity to their principles 1;fl1U;l is 
always di8played in like Casel, they induced the eam .. 
pany to confirm, by special ordinanoe, the privilege of "
General Assembly, already oonceded to the oolony by 
Y eardley, pro~bly at their suggestion. . This ordinanoe, 
~nt out by Sir Fran~ Wyatt, appointed to supersede 
Yeardleyas governor, granted a constitution to Virginia, 
modeled after that of the mother oountry, and itself the 
model, ol' at least the prototype, of m()8t of the govern· 
ments of English origin subsequently ~blished in 
America. J!or the enactment of local lq.wll, the govern· 
or and council appointed by the company were to be 
joined by delegates chosen by the people, the whole to 
be known as the General Assembly. For many yean 
they sat together as one body, but for the passage of any 
law the separate assent of the deputies, the oouncil, and 
the governor was required. Even enactments thus sanc· 
tioned might still be Bet tlside by the cornpally. The 
goveinor and council Mted as a court of law, 8Jld held 
quarterly sessjops for that p~; but an appeal lay 
to the General Assembly, 8Jld tbene:e to the eampally. 
The laws of England were considered to be in fOl'oe in the 
colony, the coloPiallegislation QxtelldiIlg only to local 
matters. 

SimQItaaeouely with thiB oivil eo~titution an ecole
.. tical orga,piaation was introduced. The plantatiolllf 
were divided into parishes, for the endowment of which 
contributioDs were collected in England. A glebe of an 
hundred aores, cultivated by six indented tenants, was 
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CIJAPTER allowed by the company to each clergyman, to which 
IV. was added a salary, to be paid by a parish tax. The 

1621. governor was inst~ucted to uphold pUblio worship ac
cording to the forms and discipline of the Churoh of En
gland, and to avoid "all faotious and needless novelties" 
--a oaution, no doubt, against Puritan ideas, at this time 
muoh on the inorease in England, and not without par
tisans even in Virginia. 

A plantation of fifteen hundred aores, oultivated by 
fifty indented tenants, was assigned as a salary to the 
colonial treasurer; an office filled by George Sandys, 
known in English literature as the translator of Ovid, 
and for some years a resident in Virginia. A like sal
ary was appointed for the marshal, the ohief exeoutive 
officer of law and police. Five hundred 'acres, with 
twenty indented tenants, were assigned to the colonial 
physioian. When Wyatt came to take over the plan
tation whioh constituted, in whole or in part, the gov
ernor's salary, only forty-six tenants out of the hundred 
were found upon it--a defioienoy, however, whioh Yeard
ley declined to make up. 

The new governor was instruoted to restriot the plant
ers to a hundred weight of tobacco for eaoh man em
ployed in its cultivation; to turn the attention of the 
colonists to corn, mulberry trees, vines, and cattle; and 
to look after the glass and iron works. He was also to 
cultivate a good understanding with the-natives; but this 
injunction, uni'orlunately, came too late. 

Powhatan was dead. His successor was Opeobanca
nough, a bold and ounning ohief, always hostile to the 
English. Blood had several times been sbed on botb 
sides, especially in the earlier years of the colony, but 
as yet there had been no formidable or protracted bos
tilities. The colonists, confident in their fire-arms, re-
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garded with contempt the bows and clubs of the Inwans. CRAPTER 
lV. 

The Indian villages, with their corn-fields of cleared lands, __ _ 
fertile spots along the banks of the rivers, offered tempt- 1621. 
ing locations to the new comers. Quite unSuspicious of 
danger from a people whose simplicity they derided, and 
whose patience they despised, the colonists had neglected 
their military exercises, and had dropped all precautions 
for defense. In disregard of the proclamations which 
forbade teaching the Indians the use of fire-arms, they 
were employed as fowlers and huntsmen by the colonists, 
and freely admitted to the plantations. Provoked by the 
murder of one of their principal warriors, and taking ad- 1622. 
vantage of this carelessness and familiarity, at an hour March 22. 

appointed beforehand they fell at once upon every settle-
ment. A converted Indian gave warning the night be-
fore, 4t season to save Jamestown and a few of the neigh-
boring plantations, otherwise the massacre might have 
been much more extensive. As it was, three hundred and 
fifty persons perished in the first surprise', including six 
counselors. Several settlements, though taken unawares, 
made a brave resistance, and repulsed the assailants. 

A bloody war ensued, of the details of which we know 
little. Sickness and famine added their horrors, and 
within a brief period the colonists were reduced from 
four thousand to twenty-five hundred, concentrated, for 
convenience of defense, in six settlements. The uni
versity estate was abandoned, the glass and iron works 
were destroyed. But the white men soon recovered their 
wonted superiority. The Indians, treacherously entrap
ped, were slain without mercy. Driven from the James 
and York Rivers, their fields and villages were occupied 
by the colonists. Greatly reduced in number, they were 
eoon disabled from doing much damage, but no settled 
peace was made till fourteen years had expired. 
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CBAPTElt The breaking out of this war tUld tbe threatened ruin 
IV. 

___ of the oolony served to aggravate the dissensions of the 

1623. oompany, which presently reached a high pitch. The 
minority appealed to ~e king, who ordered the records 

May. to be seized, and appointed oornmis8ioners to investigate 
Oct. the oomptUly's affairs. Other oomm.i8sioners were soon 

after appointed, to proceed to Virginia, to examine on the 
spot the condition or the colony, the oontrol of which the 
king had determined to assume. 

1624. About the time of the arrival of these oommissioners 
March. the first extBDt laws of Virginia were enacted. Thirty

five sots, very concisely expressed, repealed all prior laws, 
and shed a clear and certain light upon the condition of 
the oolony. The first acts, as in many subsequent codi
fications of the Virginia statutes, relate to the Church. 
In every plantation there was to be a room or house 
"for the worship of God, sequestered and set apart for 
that purpose, and not to be for any temporal use whatso
ever j" also a place of burial, "sequestered and paled in." 
Absence from public worship, "without allowable ex
cuse," exposed to the forfeiture of a pound of tobacco, or 
fifty pounds if the absence continued for a month. The 
celebration of Divine service was to be in conformity to 
the canons of the English Church. In addition to th~ 
usual Church festivals, the 22d of March was to be an
nually observed in commemoration of the escape of the 
oolony from Indian massacre. No minister was to be 
absent from his parish above two months annually, under 
pain of forfeiting half his salary, or the whole of it, and 
his oure also, iC absent four months. He who disparaged 
a minister without proof was to be fined five hundred 
pounds of tobaooo, and to beg the minister's pardon pub
licly before the oongregation. The ministers' salaries 
were to be paid out of the first gathered and best tobaooo 
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and com; and no man was to dispose of his tobaooo be- CHAPTER 

fore paying his Church dues, under pain of paying double. IV. 

The proclamations fonnerly set forth against drunken- 1624. 
ness and swearing were confirmed as law, and the church. 
wardens were to present all such offenders. 

The governor was to lay no ~es of any kind, except 
by authority of the 8888IJlbly; and the expenditure, &8 

well as levy of all public DlOIley, was to be by order of 
that body only. The govemor was not to withdraw,tho 
inhabitants from their private employments for any work 
of his own, under any color; and if, in the intervals of 
the B888mbly, men were needed for the publio serviC8t 
the whole council must concur in the levy. The old 
planters, before Sir Thomas Gates's last coming, "and 
their posterity," were to be exempt from personal servi66 
in the Indian war exoept &8 oftlcers--a provision after
ward several times re-enaoted, with the omission, how.;. 
ever, of the hereditary clause. The burgesses were priV
ileged from arrest going to, coming from, and during the 
assembly. For convenience of "the more distant parts," 
Elizabeth City, at the mouth of Jattles River, and Charles 
City, at the junction of the Appomattox, monthly courts 
were to be holden by speoial commissioners, as an in .. 
termediate tribunal between commanders of plantations 
aDd the quarterly courts held by the governor and coun.;. 
cil. Every private planter's dividend of land was to be 
8tI1'Veyed and the bounds recorded. To encourage the 
production of corn, its price was to be unrestricted, but 
all other prices were to remain as fixed by existing proo
laIDations. In every parish was to be a public granary, 
to which eaoh planter above eighteen was to bring yearly' 
one bushel of com, to be disposed of for the pUblio use 
by the vote of the major part of the freemen, or, if not 
used, to be returned to the owner when the new bushel 
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CIIAPTER was brought in. Three suffioient men were to be swom 
IV. 

___ in eaoh parish, to see that every settler planted and tended 
1624. com enough for his family. All trade in corn with the 

Indians was prohibited. Every freeman was to fence in 
a garden of a quarter of an aore, for the planting of grape
vines, roots, herbs, and mulberry trees. Men were to be 
appointed in eaoh parish to "censure" the tobaooo--the 
first trace of the tobacco inspections. Ships were to break 
bulk only at James City. Weights and measures were 
to be sealed. 

Every dwelling-house was to be palisadoed for defense ; 
and noDe were to go abroad, except in parties and arm
ed, not even to work; nor were the inhabitants of any 
plantation to go on board ships, or elsewhere, in I$uoh 
numbers as to leave their houses exposed to attack. 
Each commander was to keep his plantation supplied 
with arms and ammunition; and watch was to be 'kept 
at night. No powder was to be spent unnecessarily at 
drinking frolios or other entertainments. Delinquent 
" persons of quality, not fit to undergo corporeal punish
ment," might be imprisoned by the commanders at their 
discretion, or fined by the monthly courts. Every plant
er who had not fonnd a man for the castle was to pay 
for himself and servants five pounds of tobaoco per head. 
At the beginninJ of July, the inhabitants of every plant
ation were to fall upon "their adjoining salvages," as they 
did last year. Any persons wounded in this service were 
to be oured at the publio oharge, and if permanently 
lamed, were to have a maintenance suitable to their qual
ity. To pay the expenses and debts occasioned by the 
war, ten pounds of tobacco per bead were to be levied on 
each male colonist. 

Evident allusion appears in this code to the controversy 
then pending between the king and the company. No 
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person, upon rumor of suppoeed ohange, was to presume CIWTU 

to be disobedient to the present 8Overmnent, nOl servants IV. 

to their masters, u at their uttermOl8t peril" The last 1624. 
law of the code leviee a tax of four pounds of tobaooo per 
head, to pay the expense of Bending an agent to England 
to look after tho interests of the colony, and to solioit the 
exclusion of foreign. iobaooo. The king'. oOJQwiesionera 
to examine into the state of the colony ~ to have 
been looked upon with some suspioion; and the- olerk of 
the 8I86mbly, for betrayal of his ttl1st in furnishing them. 
with copies of certain papers, w~ punished with the loss 
of his ears. The colonists had some reason to fear lest 
the reoall of the company's oharter might deprive them 
of their share in colonial legislation, so recently granted, 
or might even endanger their titles to land. 

The reports of the commissioners were as unfavorable 
as the king could desire. In vain the stockholders ap
pealed to Jame8'S fourth Parliament, tben in session, 
little sympathy being felt in that body for monopolies 
or exclusive corporations of any sort. The aotion of 
the company suspe~ed by proclamation, it was SOOB 

oalled upon to answer to a process of Quo WarratJto--a. 
legal inquiry, that is, into its oonduct and pretensions. 
The respondents bad little to hope from judges who held 
office at the pleasure of the_royal complainant, and the 
proceedings were soon olosed by a judgment of forfeit.. 
ure. Titus fell the Virginia Company, after spending 1625. 
£150,000, nearly 8700,000, in establishing the colony. 
This did not include the expenditures of private individ. 
uals to a large amount, some of whom obtained, perhaps, 
a return for their money, while the outlay of the com· 
pany was a dead loss. 

The agent sent to England on behalf of the colonists 
died. on his 'passage; but it was the polioy of the king 

I. I 
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CHAPTER to reconoile tbe inhabitants to the obange, and in his 
IV. instruotions to Wyatt, whom he continued in office, the 

1624. governor and counoil were restrioted to suob authority 
as they had exeroised during five years past-the pre
oise period since tbe ordinance of tbe company establisb
ing an assembly. That body, aocordingly, thougb no 
express mention was made of it in the royal instruc
tions, continued to meet as before. When Cbarles I. 

1620. shortly after" succeeded to the throne, Wyatt's commis
sion was renewed in the same terms. He sOon obtained 

1626. leave to return bome, and Yeardley, the former popular 
governor, was appointed his successor. Upon Yeardley's 

1627. death the next year, the counoil, under their power of 
filling vaoanoies till new appointments could be made 
from England, elected as temporary governor Franois 
West, a kinsman of Lord De la War. 

A letter to the king, signed by West and his oounoil, 
gives but an unfavorable account of the industry of the 
colony. The freight of staves and clapboards was too 
high to allow them to be exported at a profit; the per
sons sent out to plant and tend vines either did not un
derstand the business or "concealed their skill;" the in
dian war had broken up the iron works and the manu
facture of potashes; while dangers from the Indians and 
diffioulties of oarriage made the production of tar and 
pitch unadvisable. Thus came to an end the repeated 
efforts and costly experiments, .made at the late com
pany's expense, for the introduotion of various staples. 
The Indian war, still oarried on with great animosity 
on both sides, and the want of enterpri...qe, capital, and 
perseverance, so essential to the introduotion of any new 
branoh of industry, oonfined Virginia to the single staple 
of tobacco, justly denounoed by one of her native histo
rians as "a nauseous, unpalatable weed, neither of ne-
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cessity nor ornament to human life." But it was of CHAPTER 

I ~ 
easy cu tivation, the production of it might be engaged __ _ 
in with very little capital, and, though declining in price, 1627. 
it ensured a quick and certain return, and a supply of 
clothing and. other imported articles essential to the col 
onists. The trade, however, in tobacco, apart from fiuc
tuations in demand and supply, was very much at the 
mercy of the king.' In hopes of an increase of revenue, 
he assumed to regulate it by fioequent and sometimes 
contradictory· proclamations. He even proposed to be. 
come the sole purchaser of tobacco at a stipulated price; 
but this proposal was rejected by the assembly. 

Dr. John Potts, elected by the council, succeeded 1629. 
West as temporary governor, which office he held till 
the arrival of John Harvey, late one of the investigating 
commissioners, and now appointed to the government of 
the colony. Shortly after Harvey's arrival, his prede
cessor was tried by a jury of thirteen, of whom three 
were counselors, upon a oharge of cattle-stealing. After. 
one day spent in pleading, and another in "recrimina
tions" and" unnecessary disputation,'~ so the record in
forms us, the ex-governor was found guilty; but, "in 
regard of his quality and practice"-he was probably the 
colonial physician-sentence was respited till the king's 
pleasure could be known, all the council becoming his 
sureties. The result, nor, indeed, the ground of the 
verdict, does not appear: Potts's name recurs no more as 
counselor, but he is subsequently mentioned as a ored
itor of the colony to whom payment is ordered; not, 
however, it is cautiously added,' "till his account be 
produced.1t 

Harvey built a fort at Point Comfort, at the entrance 1630. 
of James River, and, to supply it with ammunition, a fee 
or P'lyment in powder and ball was demanded of every _ 
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OHAPTER ship· that passed. The commander was authorized to 
IV. tender the oaths of allegiance and supremacy to all per. 

1630. sons arriving in the colony, and to send all vessels to 
Jamestown before they landed any part of their cargoes. 
Salt-works were also established at Accomac,: on the east
em shore of Chesapeake Bay. 

1632. The next matter of moment was a revisal of the laws, 
consolidating the whole into a single statute--a judicious 
process several times repeated in Virginia. In addition 
to the enactments of 1624, most of which were contino 
ued in force, the minister of each parish was required to 
keep a record, and the church-wardens to make an an
nual return of all marriages, christenings, and burials. 
The publication of bans, or a license, was required to 
authorize the celebration of a marriage; and in case of 
minors, the consent of parents and guardians. Ministers 
were to preach at least one sermon every Sunday, to ad
minister the communion three times a year, to catechize 
the children, and visit the sick. They were not to give 
themselves "to excess in drinking or riot, spending their 
time idly by 9ay or night, playing at cards, dice, or other 
unlawful games; but to read or hear the Holy Scriptures, 
or to employ themselves in other honorable studies or ex
ercise, bearing in mind that they ought to be examples 
to the people to live well and Christianly." Besides ten 
pounds of tobacco and a bushel of corn for every titha· 
ble in their parishes--inoluding under that head all males 
over sixteen-the ministers were also to have the twen
tieth calf, pig, and kid, with fees for marrying, christ
ening, and burying; but, so far as related to live stock, 
this provision ~as soon repealed. Defeotive churches 
were to be rebuilt and repaired j and religious ceremo. 
nies to be performed only in the ohurches. The church. 
wardens were to take an oath to present all who led pro-
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fane and ungodly lives, common swearers and drunkards, CHAPTl!ll. 

blasphemers, adulterers, fornicators, slanderers, tale-bear- IV. 

ers; all suoh as "do not behave themselves orderly and 1632. 
soberly during divine service," and all masters and mis
tresses delinquent in catechizing children and'" ignorant 
persons" under their obarge. Drunkenness was to be 
fined five shillings, and each oath one shilling. Tbese 
provisions evince the powerful bold taken' upon tbe En-
glish mind by those ideas wbiob, under their more ex
aggerated fonn, obtained the name of Puritanism j ideas 
not without a powerful inBuenoe upon every Anglo-Amer-
ican colony, and very far from being so exclusively oon-
fined to New England as some have supposed. 

Certain provisions against forestalling and engrossing 
oontained in tbis code underwent, during the twelve 
years following, various modifications, when they were 
finally repealed and abandoned. It was .also attempted. 
by legislative enactments to limit the produotion of to
baooo, improve ita quality, and raise the price, which had 
now fallen to sixpence per pound. The English oonsump
tion of this artiole oontinued to increase j but the Vir
ginians found a dangerous oompetition not only from the 
colony of Bermuda, but from tbe English planters lately 
established on the Island of Barbadoes, a settlement wbioh 
had a very rapid growth, and soon· surpassed Virginia in 
numbers.' Other English settlers in the West Indies es
tablished themselves on St. Kitt's, Antigua, Montserrat, 
and. Nevis, known as the Leeward Islands. French plant
ers, about the same time, began to OOOtlpy part of St. 
Kitt's, Guadalonpe, and Martinique. The oultivation of 
tobacco was the main object in these first attempts to 0010-

nize the islands of the Caribbee group, whioh had remained 
till this time in possession of their native inhabitants. 

To secure a supply of provisions, every planter was 
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CILtPTER required, by a special provision of this code, to cultivate 
IV. two acres of com per poll; nor was the idea of other sta. 

1632. pIes neglected; twenty vine-plants were to be cultivated 
for every tithable. No artificer or laborer, having under. 
taken a piece of work, was to abandon it unfinished, un· 
der penalty of a month's imprisonment, fine, and costs. 
Hides and skins were not to be exported. Wild hogs 
were not to be killed without a license. A bounty was 
offered for killing wolves. No person was to speak or 
parley with the Indians, and the commanders were to fall 
upon any who might be found lurking about t.he planta. 
tions. These commanders were to exeroise their men on 

. holidays, and to make an annual return of the whole 
population within their respective jurisdictions. High. 
ways were to be laid out by the govemor and council, 
by the monthly courts, or in eaoh parish by a vote of the 
inhabitants. No master of a vessel was to carry out of 
the colony any person who had not given ten days' notice 
of his intention to depart, under penalty of paying his 
debts; nor was any person to emigrate to New England, 
or any other plantation, except by leave of the governor. 
The fees of public officers were regulated. The estates 
of all deceased persons were to be appraised, and, when 
they died insolvent, to be sold at auction. 

This revised code was to be read at the beginning of 
every monthly court, the commissioners for which were 
to be furnished with a manuscript copy, open to public 
inspection. Such, for many years, was the only method 
of publishing the laws in Virginia. 

These enactments relate only to local matters. So 
far as regarded personal rights, the rights of property, 
and the punishment of crimes, the law of England was 
in force in the colony. The assembly claimed no au. 
thority to legislate upon any of those subjects. Yet thai 
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body exeroised, upon some oooasions, a pretty arbitrary CHAPTER 

power, of whioh we haTe an instance in an order for IV. 

drafting every fortieth man in the colony to establish a 1632. 
settlement at Middle Plantation, half way from James 
to York River--snbsequently under the name of Will
iamsburg, the capital of Virginia. 

Two years after, the colony was divided into eight 1634. 
counties-Elizabeth Oity, Warwiok, James City, Charles 
City, and Henrico, along the north bank of James River; 
lele of Wight, on the south bank; York, on York River; 
and Aooomao, on the eastern shore. The governor ap
pointed lieutenants for each county; sheriffs were ohosen 
by the inhabitants. Thus, at lengtb, after encounter-
ing, during a quarter of a century, numerous obstacles 
and vicissitudes, Virginia might be considered as firmly 
planted. 
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CHAPTER V. 

SETTLEMENT OF NEW NETHERLAND. 

CHAPTER Two years after the arrival of the first English 0010-
v. 

___ ny in Virginia, the same year in which the Hudson 

1609. Riwr was discovered, the Dutch, after a long and tedi
ous struggle, oontinued for more than. forty years, had 
obtained from the proud Spanish court a truce, amount
ing, in substance, to an acknowledgment of their inde
pendence. The Dutch East India Company. already in 
aotive operation, was fast snatching from the Portugoeae 
the luorative commerce of India and the Oriental islands. 
The Bank of Amsterdam had been lately established. 
The merohants of Holland, enriohed by an extensive and 
profitable carrying trade, and fast taking the lead in 
maritime commerce, sought every where new openings 
for traffio. -

The North American river discovered by, Hudson while 
sailing under the Dutch flag at once attraoted attention, 

1610. and the -very next year after its discovery Dutch ships 
were sent to trade with the Indians there. FQr the con-

1613. venience of this traffio, little forts, or fortified trading 
houses were built, one especially on the Island of Man
hattan, at the river's mouth. 

Nov. Hardly was occupation thus taken when the Dutoh 
traders under Hendriok Corstiaensen received a visit from 
Argall, who compelled them, as mentioned in the previ
ous ohapter, to haul down their flag. Argall olaimed all 
that region as appertaining to the English, and a part 
of their province of Virginia; but the Dutch Hag was 
hoisted again as soon as he was gone. 
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On the strength of an ordinanoe of the States-General; CIWTBJl 
. ~ 

ueuring in any disooverers of new lands the exolusive __ _ 

privilege of four trading voyages thither, an Amsterdam 1614. 
oompany dispatched Bve ve886ls to . explore the North 
Amerioan coasts. Three of these wseels, tmder Conti-
a6nsen as ohief commander, were employed in explora. 
tiona north of Cape Cod; but in these they had been 
preceded by the French and Englil!lh. Blook and Mey 
sailed for Manhattan. Shortly after their arrival, Blook's 
vessel was accidentally burned; but tbat enterprising 
oommander soon replaoed it by a yacht of sixteen tons 

whioh he boilt on the coast, and called " The Restlesa." 
He paesed in this little vessel through tbe East River, to 
whioh he gave the name of Helkgat, and then, coasting 
the northern shore of Long Island SoUild, discovered first 
the Ho.satoraic and tben tbe CormectiCflt, which he as. 
oended fur some distance, and named Fresh River, in 
contraet to the Hudson, whose wate1'8 were salt. Con-
tinuing to the eastward, he disoovered and 4!xplored Nar
raganset Bag, which he called the Bay of Nassau, and 
tenninated his voyage at Cape Cod, which Hudson had 
already named New Holland. The name of Block lsl-
_ still commemorates these explorationa. Mey, the 
companion of Block, after examining the south shoro of 
Long Island, entered Delaware Bay, of which tbenorth-
ern cape Still bears his name. 

The company at whose expense these explorationa had 
been made, obtained, in consequence, from tbe States-Gen-
eral, an exclu$ive privilege of trade for three years in all Oct. 11. 

that part of the North American coast included between 
the fortieth and forty-fifth degrees of north latitude--a 
region named in this grant NEW NE'l'BERLAND. The 
Hudson was called the Mauritius, after Maurice, prince 
of OrBnge, the Dutch stadtholder; but it soon became 
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CHAPTER known among the Dutch. as the Nortl, River, in .distino-
v. tion from the Delaware, which they called the South River. 

1616. Measures were taken to improve this monopoly to the 
utmost; and Jacob Elkins, sent out the next year on 
behaJi of these adventurers, ascended the Mauritius, and 
built a fortified trading house on an island at the head 
of navigation, not far from the present site of Albany. 
The establishment of this pos~, removed, a year or two 

1618. afterward, to the main land -on the west bank of the 
river, first brQught the Dutch into contact with the Mo
hawks, the easternmost of the affiliated tribes of the Ir0-
quois or Five Nations. Remarkable for their savage 
prowess, ferocious courage, and passion for warlike en
terprises, these tribes had their homes on the upper wa
ters of the Hudson, and on those beautiful lakes still fur
ther to the westward, in the fertile region south of Lake 
Ontario. The eastern Indians regarded this confederacy 
with terror, while the tribes as far south as the Chesa
peake lived in constant dread of their war parties. Al
ready these fierce warriors, destined to playa conspiouous 
part in American history, had conceived a violent antip
athy against the French of Canada, who had given aid to 
the Hurons and other tribes of their enemies who dwelt 
on the St. Lawrence. ',l'he Dutch assiduously cultiva
ted their friendship, and presently furnished them with 
fire-arms, by which they became still more formidable. . 

The Iroquois spoke a dialcot of the Wyandot; the 
Indians about the island of Manhattan .were of the Al
gonquin race, branches of the Leni-Lenape confederacy, 
known subsequently to the English as the Delawares. 
They seem also to have shared with the tribes on Long 
Island Sound the general appellation of Mohegans or 
Mohekanders. For convenience of traffic with those 
tribes, and as a rende~ou8 for vessels coming from HoI. 
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land, Corstiaensen built a new fori or trading house on CHAPTER 
v. 

the Island of Manhattan. 
Hendrioksen, whom Mey had left on the coast in com- 1616. 

mand of the Restless, oarefully explored the south bay 
and river as far up as the mouth of the Sohuylkill--ex
plorations whioh Mey himself afterward continued and 
completed. The three years' monopoly of the company 
was nOt extended, but they still kept up their trading 
houses and continued their trade. The English refugees 
at Leyden, of whose settlement at New Plymouth the 
next chapter will contain an aooount, doubtful of relig-
ious toleration if they settled under the Virginia patent, 
proposed to these merohants to esta~lish a colony at the 1619. 
mouth of the Hudson; but the disinolination of the Dutch 
authorities prevented this project from going into effeot; 
and the English refugees, since they could do no better, 
renewed their negotiation with the Virginia Company. 

Argall's protest against the establishment of the Dutch 
at Manhattan was 800n repeated from another quarter. 
Captain Donner, in the service of Sir Ferdinaudo Gorges, 
coasting in a small vessel from the Kennebec to Virginia, 
was probably the first Englishman who passed through 

I Long Island Sound. On his return the same way he 
touched at Manhattan, and olaimed all that region &$ 1620. 
within the patent of the English company for North Vir-
ginia, to whioh the Dutch traders replied that they were 
the first occupiers. Argall, Gorges, and others joined 1621. 
in a complaint to James I. against the intrusions of the 
Dutch, and the English embassador at the Hague was 
ordered to examine into the matter, and to remonstrate 
with the States-General. They referred the subject to 1622. 
the deputies of Holland, who alleged ignorance, and 
promised to inquire; but no answer to the remonstrance 
seems ever to have been made. 
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CHAPTER The trade and claim of the Dutch to New Nether-v. 
___ land, whatever that olaim ~ght be, had already passed 

1621. into the hands of one of the great trading companies 80 

fashionable in that age. The expiration of the truoe 
with Spain, and the consequent danger to whioh DutOO 
American commerce was exposed, had led to the incorpo
ration of the Dutch West India Company, with exolusiTe 
privileges. of trade and settlement on both coasts of Amer
ioa, embraoing, a18o, the west coast of Africa, from the 
tropio of Cancer to the Cape of Good Hope-a monopoly 
not less comprehensive than that of the East India Com
pany. Exolusively of the coasts of Europe and northern 
Afrioa, the :rest of the wbrld, 80 far as Dutch commerce 
was concerned, was shared between these two great 
companies. This wealthy association, able to combine 
military with commercial operations, was divided into 
five ohambers or branohes, established in five principal 
Dutch oities, its affairs being managed by a board of di
rectors, oalled the Assembly of Nineteen, one of whom 
was appointed by the States-General, and the others by 
the five ohambers, in the ratio of their respective wealth 
and importance. 

Reprisals on Spanish commerce, the oonquest of Bra
zil, the purohase of slaves on the African coast, and the ' 
establishment of settlements in the West Indies, ohiefly 
engrossed the attention of this great commercial compa
ny. But New Netherland was not wholly overlooked; 
it was made a province, and committed to the especial 
oharge of the Amsterdam ohamber. Two vessels were 

1623. presently dispatched thither, one of them commanded by 
Mey, whose experience, acquired in former voyages, was 
now availed of by the new proprietors. 

Mey asoended South Bay, and built a fort on Dela
ware River, oalled Nassau, the first European establish-
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mant in thai region. Up the Hudson, a few miles north CHAPTER 
v. 

of the former poet, Fort Orange was built, on the pres- __ _ 
ent site of Albany. 1624. 

Peter Minuets coming out the next year as director, 
brought with him a small colony of Walloons, Protestants 
from the Frenoh frontier, who had previously sought, 
without suooees, permission from the English Virginia 
Company to settle in their territory, under magistrates 
of their own. The Dutch had hitherto visited New Neth
erland only as traders; the first colonists, properly so 
oalled, were these Walloons, who settled on the north
west corner of Long Island, at Wable-Booht, or "For
eigners' Bay," now corrupted into WallGhout. 

The supreme local authority of New Netherland, ex
ecutive, legislative, and judicial, was vested in the di
rector and his couneil. Next in rank was the Shout
Fiscal, who oombined, according to, the Dutch usage, 
the duties of attorney general and sherif£. He sat in 
the counoil on certain occasions, and gave his opinion on 
questions of justice, finance, and police, but had DO vote. 

The export of furs amounted this year to 27,126 gild-
ers, about $11,000 in value j the next year it reached 1625. 
816,000, and the year after, $19,000. The I::;land of 1626. 
Manhattan was purchased of the Indians for sixty gild-
ers, about twenty-four dollars, and a block-house, sur
rounded by a palisade of cedars, was erected at its south-
ern extremity, and called Fort Amsterd!zln. About this 
fort, the head.quarters of the colony, a little village slowly 
grew up--rudiment of the present metropolis of New 
Yorl[. Staten Island was also purohased of the Indians j' 
and specimens of the harvest, wheat, rye, oats, barley, 
buckwheat, beans, and flax, were sent to Holland in 
proof of the fertility of the soil. 

A. friendly correspondence and intercourse of trade was 1627. 
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CHAPTER presently opened with the English at New Plymouth, the 
v. 

___ same who had proposed to settle on the Hudson, and who 
1627. still recollected with gratitude the kind entertainment 

they had enjoyed for so many years in Holland. The 
Dutch, however, were not very well pleased at being re
peatedly reminded by Governor Bradford of the English 
claim to the country they· occupied, and still less did 
they relish his request to forbear trading with the In
dians of Cape Cod and Narraganset Bay. The intima
tion that they were liable to be attacked by English ves
sels was construed into a threat, and the Dutch traders 
wrote home for soldiers. But danger on that score had 
been already obviated by an anangement entered into 
with the King of England, securing to the ships of the 
Dutch West India Company the right to frequent all, 
English ports, wheresoever situated. 

Colonization could hardly be said to have yet been 
attempted by the Dutch; but a scheme for that purpose, 
drawn up by the Assembly of Nineteen, was at length 

1629. approved and ratified by the States-General. Any mem-
JUDe. ber of the company who might establish in any part of 

New Netherland, within four years after notice of his in
tention, a colony of fifty persons upward of fifteen years 
of age, was to be entitled, by the name of Patroon, to 
a grant of territory so occupied, sixteen miles in extent 
along the sea-shore, or the bank of some navigable river, 
or eight miles where both banks were occupied, with an 
indefinite extent inland. The Island of Manhattan and 
the fur trade with the Indians were expressly reserved to 
the company; and upon all trade carried on by .the pa
trOODS, an acknowledgment of five per cent. was to be 
paid. These patroons were to extinguish the Indian title, 
and were to settle their lands with tenants, farmers hav
ing indented servants the same with those of Virginia; 
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but the feudal privileges reserved to the patroons, some CHAPTER 
v. 

traces of which still exist, present a marked difference be-__ _ 
tween this Dutch scheme of settlement and the free ten- 1629. 
ure of lands adopted in Virginia. Free settlers, who emi-
grated at their own expense, were to ~ allowed as much 
land as they could cultivate; and settlers of every de
soription were to be free of taxes for ten years. The 
colonists were forbidden to make any woolen, linen, or 
cotton oloth, or to weave any other stuffs, on pain of 
being banished, and arbitrarily punished "as perjurers" 
--a regulation in the spirit of that colonial system adopt-
ed by all the nations of Europe, which sought to confine 
the colonists to the produotion of artioles· of export, and 
to keep them dependent on the mother country for the 
most necessary manufaotures. 

In antioipation of this scheme, some leading members 
of the company had already taken measures to secure to 
themselves the most aooessible and inviting territories. 
Godyn and Bloemmaert had employed agents to purohase 
from the Indians a traot extending from Cape Henlopen June 1. 

thirty-two miles up the west shore of South or Delaware 
Bay. Not long after the same proprietors made a pur- 1630. 
ohase, sixteen miles square, on the opposite shore, inolud- May Ii. 

ing Cape May. To these purchases they gave the name 
of ~UJanandal, or Swansdale. PauW', one of the direct-
ors of the West India Company, bought up the Indian 
title to the district named Hoboken, to which Staten July 12. 

Island and other neighboring tracts were presently added. Aug. 10. 

This region was called Pavonia. Vali Rensselaer's 
agents had already purchased the lands above and below April 18. 

Fort Orange. This purchase, called Rensselaerswuk, iJl
cluding additions afterward obtained, was twenty-four July 28. 

miles long and forty-eight broad, embracing tbe present 
counties of Albany and Re:r;usselaer, with a part of Co-
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CHAPTER lumbia. For the settlement of Zwanandal and Rens
v. selaerswyk companies were formed by the patroons, into 

1630. whioh other parties were admitted. De Vries, one of 
Dec. these parties, was sent to Zwanandal with a little colony 

of thirty persons, whioh he established at Hoarkill, just 
within Cape Henlopen, tho present site of Lewistown. 

March. A small colony was also sent to Renssolaerswyk, and 
some settlers to Pavonia. 

The patroons, however, did little more than was abso
lutely necessary to secure their grants. They were ohiefly 
anxio.us for the fur trade with the Indians, in whioh, not
withstanding an express' provision to the contrary, they 
claimed a right to partioipate, at least in those districts 
where the company had no trading posts. This olaim 
occasioned a warm dispute; and Minuet, the director, 
accused of favoring the pretensions of the patroons, was 

1632. reoalIed. The ship in which he returned with a cargo 
of furs, after entering the English Channel, was forced 

March. by stress of weather to put into the harbor of Plymouth, 
and was seized there, by procurement of Gorges and 
others, as an interloping trader. This seizure led to a 
new correspondenoe between the Dutch and English 
governments as to the Dutch title to New Netherland. 
At length the ship was released, but the English still 
insisted on their claim to the tenitory. 

Returning again to his little colony at Zwanandal 
with supplies from Holland, De Vries, as he approaohed, 
oaused a signal gun to be fired; but there was no an-

Dec. 6. swer. What a soone met his eyes when he landed! 
The palisades were burned, the block.house destroyed, 
and human bones lay scattered around. Some quanel 
Ud arisen with the neighboring Indians, who had sur
prised and destroyed the oolony. De Vries proceeded 
up the bay in search of aupplies, but Fort Nassau had 
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been abandoned. He opened an intercourse with the In- CHAPTER v. 
mans, and made peace with them, saying nothing about ---
the past, but we hear not of any further colony. Sub- 1632. 
seqli.ently he established himself on Staten Island. The 
settlement at Reneselaerswyk was more permanent, 
but its increase was very slow. The exports from Fort 
Amsterdam .this year amounted to about ,67,000. 

Walter Van Twiller, appointed director in Minuet's 1633. 
place, brought out from Holland an hundred and four sol-
diers, a schoolmaster, and Bogardus, a olergymaD. Lit-
tle, however, was done towatd introducing permanent set-
tlers. Indian trade was still the great object, and almost 
the sole thing attended to. In this trade a dangerous 
rivalry was now threatened. 

Shortly after Van Twiller's arrival, a London ship ap- April. 

peared at Manhattan with Jacob Elkins for superO'argo, 
the same person who had established the first trading 
post up the Hudson. He persisted in ascending the ·riv-
er, and opening a trade with the Indians; but the Dutch 
at length mustered courage and drove him away. This 
proceeding oooasioned a fresh remonstrance from the En. 
glish court. 

The Dutch had long carried on a profitable trade with 
the numerous Indians on Fresh or Connectiout River. 
A small tract of land at the mouth of that river had 
lately been purohased of the Indians, and the arms of the 
States· General affixed to a tree. For the better secur· 
ity of this valuable traffio, ·and with a view to the estab
lishment of a permanent trading house in that region, 
another tract on the west bank of the river, about " sixty 
miles from its mouth, near the site of the present city 
of Hartford, was purchased of the Pequods, and a trad· June 8. 

ing post, called the HOUle of Good Hope, was built upon 
it, and fortified with two pieces of cannon. Just about 

L K ' 
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CHAPTER this time there arrived at New Amsterdam a small bark' v. 
___ from the new English colony lately planted on Masea-
1633. chusetts Bay, the commencement of trade between B0s

ton and New York. She brought letters from Winthrop, 
the governor of the new colony, informing Van Twiller 
that the King of England had granted all the country on 
the Lower Conneeticut to oertain lords and gentlemen, 
his subjecm, and expressing .surprise that he should have 

Oct.'. taken po888lJ8ion there. Va Twiller, In reply, proposed 
to refer the matter 10 their reapeetive governments, h0p
ing there might be no oocuiOll far tbe lring's majesty of 
England IUld the 10rU the Statee-General to fall into 
-contention U about a little part or pertion of these hea
thenish countries." Meanwhile, however, the people of 
Plymouth had taken deeisive steps in the matter. They 
had learned the Connecticut trade from the Dutch, and 
being determined to maintain their lihue of it, if not, 
indeed, to engr088 the whole, had applied to Massaohu
setts to unite with them in establishing a post on the 
riYal', to whioh they had been invited by a petty ohief of 
that region, lately driven out by the Pequods. M8.88&
ohusetts having declined to oo-operate on account of the 
numerous Indians in that neighborhood and the diffioulty 
of entering the river, the Plymouth people undertook the 
enterprise on their own account. With the frame of a 
trading house ready prepared, and accompanied by sever
al sachems of that neighborhood, William Holmes, ~'lieu
tenant and trader," proceeded' ooastwise, in a small ves
sel from Plymouth, and entered the Coaneotiout. As 

:Sep&. 16. he approached the Dutch post he 'Was bailed and ordered 
oif, but persisted in his purpose, and, baving asoended a 
mile and a half higher, landed his provisions and goods, 
set .p his house, and 88Bt home the bark. The Dutch 

i)eL II. aened a written protest on these intruders, and Van 
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Twiller presently S8Dt seventy soldiers to dislodge them. ClIAPTER 

But they stood on their defenee, and the Dutch com- v. , 

mander did not judge it expedieat to WI8 force. 1633. 
Simultaneously with this struggle for the possession of 

the CODDeotioD.t, Ftri NIUlSu, OIl the Delaware, was re
oooupied, and the nommi.-ry at that fort 'WU d:i.reoted to 
purehue aC fa Ind~8 a treat shoat the mouth of the 
Schuylkill, upon wbieh a fort, called Beversreede, was 
presently ereoted, the Mat of a profitable fur trade. 

At New .Amsterdam itsel£ V8Il Twiller undertook va.- 1634. 
rious improveJDeata. The fori was rebuilt, with barracks 
for the soldiers; a church and parsonage, a hoWl8' for the 
direoim, mills, and other neoel8alJ baildings, were erect-
ed. On:farm or "bowery" nwnber one, the properly 
af the West India Company, including that part of the 
present city of New Y OI'k frm1 Wall Street northward. 
the direotor caused to be built a dweUiDg, barn, brew. 
err, ~ boat-houee, and buildings, also, OIl other bow-
eries belonging to the eompany. 

But continued disputes with the patroons· proved a 
88rioas obstaole to the adl'8D08 of the province. The 
patroons olaUned not ooly freedom of traffio along the 
unoooupied shores and rivers, but even exolusive trade 
within their patroonsbipe; and they paid ve.ry little at
tention to agrioulture, to whioh the directors of the West 
India Company wished. to confine them. To get rid of 
tbeae controversies, it was proposed to buy up the, paoo 
trooDBhips, and Zwanandal was presently sold back to the Nov. 27. 

West India Company for 16,600 gilders, or ,6240. 
While theae quarrels retarded the progress of the set- 1636. 

tlements, emigrants from Masea.obnsetts, as will be mote 
fully ~ted in a Bubsequen~ ohapter, established them-
selvee OIl the Connecticut, in the neigbborilood of the 
Dutch fort. 'rhe mouth of the river was also ooonpied, 
and a fort built there, on behalf of the English lords 
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CHAPTER proprietors-proceedings by whioh the Dutch were threa~ 
v. ened with total exolusion from the Fresh River. Nor 

1635. were they seoure in the rest of their territory. A party 
from Plymouth attempted to surprise Fort Nassau, on 
the Delaware; but they were taken prisoners and sent 
to Fort Amsterdam, where they booame permanent set
tlers-the oommencement of an English population which 
from time to time oontinued to increase. 

1634. A patent, under the great seal of Ireland, issued by 
June 21. the famous Strafford, then lord lieutenant, had granted to 

Edward Plowden a province by the name of New Albion, 
including the peninsula now the State of New Jersey, 
with all the adjacent islands. This charter recites that 
a oolony of, five hundred persons had already been plant
ed. If so, the enterprise must soon have been abandoned, 
as no other trace of its existence appears. Some slight 
efforts were subsequently made to occupy this grant, but 
nothing finally came of it. It serves, however, as one 
among many proofs that the Dutch title to New Nether
land was not recognized by the English. . 

1636. Van Twil.ler, though aoonsed of extravagance and neg-
ligence in managing the affairs of the company, did not 
neglect his own interests. He procured, with several 
other officials, without asking leave of the directors in 
Holland, a grant from the Indians of a fertile tract on 
Long Island, on which the grantees established farms 
and plantations of their own. Such was the beginning 
of the village of Flatlands, originally called New Amera
foordt. Van Twiller also procured for himself a grant 
from the Indians of Govemor's Island, south of New 
Amsterdam, and of two other islands in the He1lgate. 
But, in oonsequence of complaints and representations of 
the fiscal, whom the director had condemned to lose his 

1637. pay, and had sent to Holland to give an acoount of his 
conduct, Van Twiller himself was presently recalled. 
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William Kieft, appointed to succeed him, found the CHAPTER. 

company's property in a negleoted and ruinous condition, v. 
their buildings in decay, their five boweries or farms on 1638. 
Manhattan Island untenanted and stripped of their stock, March. 

and the purohase of furs almost engrossed by private trad-
ers, whose conduct, in many respeots, was loose and li
centious. Kieft, who is described by Winthrop as "a 
sober and discreet man," did what he could, by the issue 
of orders and proclamations, to remedy these evils. Some 
additional settlers arrived, and further purohases were 
made of lands on Long Island. An ordinance was also 
issued to regulate the cultivation of to~ooo, which prom-
ised to become a valuable resource. Contrasted, how-
ever, with the rapid progress of the rival settlements in 
New England, the condition of New Netherland was by 
no means encouraging. 

The colony of Rensselaerswyk equaled, perhaps, in 
population, the rest of the province. The government 
was vested ~ two commissaries, one of whom acted as 
president, and two counselors, assisted by a secreta
ry, Shout-Fiscal, and marshal. The oommissaries and 
counselors composed a court for the trial of all cases . 
civil and criminal, from which, however, an appeal lay 
~ the director and counoil at Fort Amsterdam. The 
code of Rensselaerswyk, as of the rest of the province, 
was the Roman-Dutch law as administered in Holland. 
Fort Orange was not included in the Patroonship, but re
mained under the exolusive control of the West India 
Company and their director at Fort Amsterdam. 'fhe 
population consisted of farmers who had emigrated at 
their own expense; other farmers, sent out by the pa
troon, to establish and oultivate boweries on shares or 
rent; and farm servants indented for a term of years. 
Squabbles between the patroon and his tenants com
menced with the very foundation of the colony. 
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CHAPTER VL 

NEW ENGLAND. COLONY OF NEW PLYMOUTH. LACONIA. 

CHAilER T HE first charter of Virginia, it will be recollected, 
___ contemplated the plantation of two colonies. The per-

1606. sons mentioned in it, as members of the Company for 
planting the second, or northern colony, were Thomas 
Hanham, Raleigh Gilbert, younger son of Sir Humphrey 
Gilbert, William Parker, and George Popham. Sir John 
Gilbert, elder brother of Raleigh Gilbert, Sir John Pop
ham, brother of George Popham, and lord chief justice 
of England, and Sir Ferdinando Gorges, governor of 
Plymouth, though not melltioned in the charter, were 
active and zealous members of the company. 

A small vessel, with two captive Indians on board as 
guides and pilots, sent to explore the coasts of North Vir
ginia, 'Was unfortunately driven by a storm to the West 
Indies, where she 'Was seized by the Spaniards. But 
another ship, fitted out at the sole expense of Sir John 
Popham, and under command of Martin Pring, whom we 
have seen already a suooe8SfuJ. navigator OD those coasts, 
brought back such favorable reports that it was resolved 
at once to commence a settlement. 

1607. Two ships were got ready, with forty-five colonists, ac-
companied by two of the Indians whom Weymouth had 
carried to England. With George Popham as president 
of the eouncil, and Raleigh Gilbert as admiral, these 001-

August. onista established themselves on a small island at the 
mouth of the Sagadahoc, or Kennebec, where they built 
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a fort called St. George. The winter proved uuexpeot- CHAPTER 

edIy long and severe, and, in the depth of it, their store- VL 

hoWle was unfortunately burned. The president died; 1607. 
and a ship, which arrived in the spring with 8uppliea, 
brought news of the death of Sir John Popham and Sir 
John Gilherl, the iwo chief patrons of the enterprise. It 
was neoessary for Raleigh Gilbert to go home to look 

. after the inheritance whioh his brother had left him. 
The disoouraged. coloni.Jta embarked alao, and all return
ed to England. 

No better IUooess attended a company of adventurers 1610. 
for Newfhundland, got up by John Guy, a Bristol mer-
chant, in w~ioh the celebrated Lord Baoon, and other per-
SODS of consequence, were interested as partners. A pat-
ent was obtained, and a colony was sent to Conception 
Bay; but the entsprise was 8OOD. abandoned. 

Nothing further was attempted for several yean, ex
cept a few fishiDg voyages to the coast of North Virgin-
ia, undertaken, it would seem, by the private enterprise 
of individual members of the company, among whom Sir 
Ferdinando Gorges was most aealGU. Monhiggrm, a' , 
small island some distanoe oft' the oout, between the 
Penobeoot and the Kennebec, became the ohief rendez
vous of the fishonnen. 

Captain Smith, 80 conspiouous duriDg the first yean 1614. 
of the colony ai Jamestow.D, not ~ding his services ap
preoiated by the London Company, embarked on one of 
these voyages. While the ships lay at Monhiggon, em
ployed in fishing, in a boat with eight men he explored. 
the coast from Penob800t Bay to the extremity of Cape 
Cod. He gave to this coast the name of NEW EN6LAJlD, 
a name con6rmed by the Prince of Wales, afterward 
Charles I., to whom Smith preeented a map he had 
drawn, 800Il afterward published, with a description of 
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CllAPTER the country. Hunt, master of one of these ships, kid
VL napped twenty-seven of the natives from the coast of 

1614. Cape Cod, and carried them to Malaga with his cargo 
of fish, where he attempted to sell them as slaves; but 
some benevolent friars, learning the facts, took from him 
such as were left, to be instructed as missionaries. This 
exploration by Smith was ootemporaneous with that of 
the five Dutch vessels under Corstiaensen, Block, and· 
Mey; the names New England and New Netherland 
both date from the same year. 

1616. In the employ of several members of the Plymouth 
Company, Smith made an unsuccessful attempt at plant
ing a little colony in New England. He was once driv
en back by a storm, and afterward left by his crew in 
the hands of pirates, from whom he esoaped in an open 
boat. Not discouraged by these mishaps, he spent sev-

1618. eral months in visiting the gentry and merchants of the 
west of England, to stir them to new enterprises. 

The Virginia Company, by their seoond charter, had 
already obtained a distinct and separate grant of terri
tory, and the Plymouth Company now applied for a sim
ilar grant. They were warmly opposed by the Virginia 
Company and the private traders, who maintained the 
policy of leaving the New England fishery free; but, 
after a two years' solicitation, they succeeded in obtain-

1620. ing a oharter from the king, known among New En
Nov. 3. gland historians as the "Great Patent." By this char

ter, the whole of North America, from the fortieth to the 
forty-eighth degree of north latitude, excepting, however, 
all places "actually possessed by any other Christian 
prince or people," was granted in full property, with ex
clusive rights of jurisdiction, settlement, and traffic, to 
forty noble, wealthy, and influential persons, incorporated 
as " The Council established at Plymouth, in the County 
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of Devon, for the Planting, Ruling, OrderiDg, and Gov- CHAPTER 

emiDg of New England, in America." The whole of VI. 

North America, as claimed by the English, was thus di- 1620. 
vided into the two provinoes of New England and Vir-
ginia, by a line of demarkation very nearly coinoident 
with that which still separates the slave-holdiDg from the 
non-slave-holding states. Not, however, by the wealthy 
and powerful Council for New England, but by a feeble 
band of obsoure religionists was the first permanent set
tlement made within the limits of this new provinoe. 

At the dictation of Henry Vill., who took that way 1034. 
of vindicating his divorce from Queen Catharine and his 
marriage with Anne Boleyn, the English clergy had 
thrown off the supremacy of the pope. By degrees, 80 

far as their tyrant allowed, they embraced the leading 
doctrines of the Reformation--dootrines which made a 
still greater progress among the more intelligent portion 
of the people. But the English, beyond any other Prot-
estant Church, retained an hierarchical constitution, a 
multitude of Romish ceremonies, and a profound ·re-
spect for ecclesiastical tradition. When the Liturgy and 
Church ceremonies were settled, in the reign of Edward 1049. 
VI., several bishops and others prote.sted against them 
as altogether too popish. Among those who Hed abroad 
during the persecution of Mary, a controversy broke out 
on the subject of ceremonials, which the returning ex-
iles brought back with them to England. 

As the other traditions of the Church fell more and 1008. 
more into oontempt, the entire reverence of the people 
was oonceBtrated. upon the Bible; recently made access-
ible in an English version, and read with eagerness, not 
as a mere form of words, to be solemnly and ceremolli.· 
ously gone through with, but as an inspired revelation, 
an indisputable authority in science, politios, morals, 
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CIUPTn life. It began, indeed, to be judged neeeesary, by the 
VI. more ardent and sineere, that.all existing institutions in 

1668. church and state, all social.relauooa, and the habits of 
every-day life, should be reooastruoted, aDd made to 
conform to this divine model. Those who entertained 
these aentimeni8 increased to 8 ~able party, c0m

posed ohieBy, indeed, of the humbler olusee, yeome!l, 
traders, and meohanios, but inoluding, also, clergymen, 
merchants, landed proprietors, and even eome of the n0-

bility. They were derided by thole not inolined to go 
with them as Puritans; but the austerity of their lives 
and doctrines, and their eonfident olaim to internal assu
rance of a second birth and special election as the obil. 
dren of God, made 8 powerful impression on the mul
titude, while the high sohemes they eDiertained for the 
reconstruotion of 800iety brought them into sympathy 
with all that was great and heroio in the nation. 

The Puritans denounoed the Church ceremonies, and 
presently the hierarchy; but they long entertained proo 
found reverence for the Church itself, and a superstitious 
terror of schism. Some of the bolder and more ardent, 
whose obscurity gave them courage, took at length the 

1582. decisiVe atep of renounoing the English communion, and 
setting up a ohuroh of their own, upon what they oon
aeived to be the Bible model. That, however, was going 
further than the great body of the Puritans wished or 
dared to follow, aDd these separatists remained for many 
years obsoUle and inoonsiderable. They were known 
88 Bt-oumistl, from one of their leaders, who presently, 
by lUoUDOing his opinions and rejoining the English 
Church, forfeited, however, the canonization he might 
otherwise have obtained. 

The setting up of a separate churoh was, indeed, in 
thOle days, a serious matter. The system of enforoing 
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religions ooaformity by law was UDiver.aally'uvooMed, 0JI.lPTBJl 

by none more heartily than by the Puritans themselves, n 

who signalized their religioas zeal by caJliDg loudly for 1682. 
88Y8Ie peoal statutes againat the C~08, whom they de. 
IlOODced as idolaters. The -Coart of High Commission 1684. 
was established as a check upon Puritan ud Catholio 
teparatiats. All pencms abeent four SUDdays ill sue- 1693. 
cession &om the regular chuch service were liable to 
be inierrogated by ibis oomt, 8Dd were expoaed to ar" 
bitrary pmMunent. 

Delivered by the aooesrion of James.ftom the·atern 1603. 
oversight of Elizabeth, who allowed no authoriiy to com· 
pete with her own, the Euglish bishops, by a sort of 
Datural reaot.ima. against the Puritans, begun to put bth 
new pretensioDs. Not oontent to rest their autboriiy 
upon the uta of Parliament and their appointment by 
the croWD, they claimed to be bishops by dinue right, 
~ of a peouliar saored authority, eonnyed to them, 
ill the aot of ordination, by uninterrupted tradition :&om 
the apostles. To episoopal ordiDaaon, baptism, and other 
ceremonies they ascribed an efliaaoy whioh the Pmi. 
tans oould. hardly reooaoile with their favorite dogma 
of salvation by faith alone. The Court of High Com .. 
milBion already alluded to, aD arbitrary 1ribunal without 
juries, whioh the ClO1ll't8 of law attempted in vain to re.. 
strict, exelOieed aD authority hardly less dreadfal tbaa 
that of the Spanish Inquisition. Most of the I8paratiat 
oongregaticma were broken up, and all of them were 
obliged to hold their meetings in secret. 

Two mch ooDgl'egations existed in the DOrth of Ea .. 
gland', compoeed of scattered members in the oounu.. of 
Nottingham, LiDooln, and York. Punned by the biaJi. 
ope with eager severity, and harassed by repeated mae. 
and imprisonments, the more zealous and perseftIiDg 

Digitized by Google 



lli6 HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES. 

CHAPTER members were induced, as other separatists had been be
VL fore them, to seek refuge abroad. Even in this they 

1608. were obstructed by a law enacted during the reign of 
Elizabeth, whioh lIl84e such migrations unlawful with
out license from the Privy Counoil. .By degrees, how
ever, and in sman parties, they escaped to Holland, and 
established themselves at Amsterdam, where .there was 
already a ohurch of English exiles. Between that ohurch 
and some of the new comer. disputes presently arose, to 
avoid whioh John Robinson, one of the recent emigrant 

1609. preachers, removed with his followers to Leyden, where 
they remained for several years in the enjoyment of their 
separate ohurch organization. . 

But they found it diffioult to obtain a livelihood;· they 
did not like the free manners of the Dutch, which par
took but little of Puritan austerity; their children left 
them, some as soldiers, others as sailors; and their con
gregation was thus in danger of dying out. Coloniza
tion in America, whioh had lately come into vogue, 
seemed particularly suited to their ciroumstances. They 
had thoughts of going to Guiana, where the Dutch al
ready had some trading posts on the Essequebo. To 
that region of fabulous wealth publio attention had just 

1617. been attracted by the last unlucky voyage of Sir Walter 
, Raleigh, whioh he had been released from the Tower to 
UDdertake, and whioh resulted in his execution under 
the old sentence, kept so long hanging over his head. 

They preferred, however, on second thought, to remove 
to Virginia, provided they might establish a separate set
tlement, and be allowed to arrange religious matters ac

cording to their own ideas. Robert Cushman and John 
Carver, two of their prinoipal men, went tel' England as 
agents. A grant of land was readily promised by the 
company; and there was even a prospect of obtaining 

• 
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from the king, not, indeed, the desired guarantee on the CHAPTER 

subject of religion, but a promise that they should not VI. 

be molested. A bare promise of this sort was not quite 1617. 
satisfactory, and an attempt was made to prooure the 
countenanoe of the Dutch government for a settlement 
at or near the mouth of the Hudson, which some Dutch 
merchants. tradiDg thither were ready to assist in plant-
ing. That soheme having failed, as already mentioned, 1619. 
C118hman again proCeeded to EngJand, in company with 
William Brewster, the rnling elder of the congregation. 
The patent promised by the Virginia Company was read. 
ily granted~ and some merchants of London, among the 
most active of whom was -Thomas Weston, out of sym· 
pathy with the religious views of the proposed emigrants, 
agreed to advance the necessary means; upon a bargain, 
however, not very favorable to the colonists. For every 
ten pounds paid in (less than fifty dollars), an interest 
was to be acquired in the joint stock equivalent to that 
of an able-bodied emigrant who contributed his personal 
services to the enterprise.· The whole property was to 
remain a joint stock for seven years, at the eJJ.d of which 
a division was to take place . 

. ~t was arranged. that Robinson should remain behind 1620. 
with such of the Leyden congregation as were not yet 
ready to embark, or were not thought fit for pioneers. 
After a fast, a sermon, and a solemn parting from Rob· 
inson and his Book, the selected adventurers, under the 
guidance of· Brewster, the ruling elder, passed over to 
Southampton in the Speedwell, a small vessel purchased 
in Holland for the use of the colony. Here they were 
joined by. Cushman in the Mayflower, a London ship 
hired for the voyage, and having on board their provis-
ions and outfit. The passengers were distributed between 
the two vessels, which' soon' set sail; but the leakiness Aug. 5. 
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CBAP'l':ER and bad trim of the Speedwell, which belied her name, 
VI. joined. to the faint-heartedneas of her hired crew, not very 

1620. well disposed to a aervioe which would detain them .. 
exi1~ on a distaut sad unkDown ooast, obliged ihe little 
sqUldl'On to put 1im into Dartmouth and then iaCo Plym
outA. At this latter port the leaky \'tIIal was giVeD up 
88 unfit for t.be voyage. Some of her p1UIJ8ngen wen 
aooommodated. on board the Mayfiower; but CushlD8ll, 
with eome twenty others, U:Il'Willingly remained. bebind.. 

Sept. 8. Thus deprived of her consort, the Maydower· reoom-
meawed her Lmely voyage. Hudson River was the point 
aimed at; and, guided by clliIOl'flIlQ8 of latitude merely
mr the clliferenoe of lOJagitllde was 88 yet very imperfeotJy 
known-the master of the veeeel expected t. find it at 
DO great distance from Cape Cod. After a tedious ... 
boisterona passage of two months, the extremity of that 
famOWJ beadland was seen. The ship 'W'88 then tamed 
to the south, but soon beeame entangled amoag shoals. 
The crowded paBSeDg8l8 'Were very anxioaa to land; and, 

Nov. 10. under the oiroumstancee, it was judged beet to enter Cape 
Cod hubor, a spacious haven at the extremity of that 
long and orooked promontory. The tale has often beea. 
repeated that the Dutch, alarmed for their trade on the 
Hudson, had bribed. the master of the Mayflower not to 
land there. The ootemporary docu.ments find no fault 
either with the honesty or the .kill of iile master,who, 
it is probab1e, WI8 no Dutchman, but a oitizen of Loa,. 

don, where the Mayflower belongad. The jealouaies 
which afterward aroae between theae colonists and the 
Dutch of New Netherland might easily give rise to this 
story, first told by Secretary Morton many years after 
the funndation of the colony. 

FmdiDg themselves out of the limits of the VirgiDia 
Company, w}Qe grant iDey. held, they judged it fit, be-
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fore landing, espeoially as aome signs of insubordination OHA.PTE& 

appeared, to enter into .. voluntary agreement, which VL 

might serve as 'foundation for thetr 80CIiaJ p6lity. After 1620, 
tbanbgiWig for their safe arrival, and prayers b fuiure 
pMteoti.on and gaidanoe, they siglled a paper, mutually 
promising to submit to alllRloh "jut· aDd equal law. aad 
ordinances" as should from time to time be thought 
most convenient for the common good. Such- was the 
first of thoae voluntary oombinaticma for pmposes of gov .. 
8I1lD1eat, 80 common aftennud in Amerioa, in which au. 
thority was based on gaeral conseat. Jab Caner wu 
chosen to lOt as governor for one year. An aseistant tit 
the govemor was also ohoeen. The infant state, thus or· 
g&Dized, 00JlIIisted of ODe h111Uhed ad one p81'1OD8, men, 
women, and oJaildren. 

Explorers were BeJlt inJaad, 'While a boat's company 
arnised along the share. The Cou.try was ooYel8d with 
pine bests. A number of deserted wigwams wore 
foand, and a quantity of IDdian cam, in basketB, buried 
in the 8&11d. This corn, which was taka possMSion of, 
served the next spring for aeed, and the Indian proprie. 
tors, when tlley afterward became knoWD, were co~ 
sated for it. The boat followed the oonoave shore, and 
from time to time exploring parties landild. SOUle dis
tant glimpses were oocasionally caught of the natives, 
who onoe ventured an attack, but speedily fled. The 
Indians of Cape Cod had not been without their ex~. 
ence of Europeans, both French and English. Hunt's 
kidnapping exploits, lOme six years before, were not yet 
forgotten. Shortly previons to the arrival of the May
flower, these couts had been repeatedly visited by Cap
taiu Dormer, who had arrived at Monhiggon BOme eight
een months before, in the aervioe of Sir Ferdinando Gor
ges, and, after sending home his two ships laden with fish, 
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CHAPTER had sailed for Virginia in his pinnace. His visit to Man-
VL hattan, as he returned northward in the spring, bas been 

1620. mentioned in the previous ohapter. Le;"ving the Dutch 
colony, he explored the coasts and islands for eight leagues 
to the eastward of the Hudson, and, having arrived at 
Cape Cod, had redeemed from the Indians two French
men, the survivors of a shipwrecked crew. He left be
hind him, on the ooast of Cape Cod, an Indian whom 
he had brought from England as guide and interpreter, 
one of those kidnapped. by Hunt, who had found his way, 
in some fishing vessel, from Spain to Newfoundland, 
where he had been taken into Gorges's employ, and car
ried to England. Not long before the arrival of the 
Mayflower, Donner had been severely wounded in an en
cOunter with the Indians of Martha's Vineyard, whence 
he sailed for Virginia, where he died. 

After a laborious and fatiguing voyage of five weeks, 
during which they underwent fatal exposure to cold and 
wet, having passed the bottom of the bay and followed 
the ooast for some distance to the north, the boat's crew 
of explorers entered a harbor more promising than any 
they had yet seen. Two long spits of sand, extending 
like piers in opposite directions, inclosed an extensive and 
well-protected basin, of which, however, the greater part 
was shallow. On Smith's map this harbor was designa
ted by the English name of Plymouth, and was indioated 
on it as a fit place for settlement. The season was too 
far advanced to admit of any further search, and the ex
plorers returned to the ship, whioh soon dropped anchor 

Dec. 16. at the selected spot. In compliment, it is said, to the 
kind treatment received at the English city of Plymouth, 
the name of NEW PLYMOUTH was retained. The settlers 
themselves are often designated as the Plymouth pilgrims. 
Distributed into nineteen families, the colonists were soon 

Digitized by Google 



SETTLEMENT OF NEW ENGLAND. 161 

busy in felling trees and building honsel, whioh they CHAPTER 

placed on a rising grou.nd in two rows, with a store-house VL 

in the midst. 1621. 
As they stood in 8OIIl6 fear of the natives, who seemed 

carefully to avoid them, they adopted a military organi- JaDnary. 

zation, and ohose ilr their lMder Mile8 Standish, who 
had served as a soldier in HollaDd. Some small cannon 
were presently landed. 

Doring the win!:er little or nothing was seen of the 
Datives, bot early in the spring an Indian walked boldly 
into the village, aDd S11lpriaed the inhabita.nts by oalling 
out, "Welcome, Englishmen!" He was a sagamore, 
or petty ohief from the eastward, by Dame Samoset, and 
had learned a little English of the fishermen who fre
quented that oout. He introdooed another Indian, nam
ed Squanto, the same lately left behind by Dormer, who> 
also spoke a little English, ad, in conjunction with Sa
moset, aoted as interpreter, guide, and pilot, to the set· 
tlers. Another Indian, named Hobomoo, attached him
self with great z~al to the Bervice of· the· colonists, and 
iasisted upon living amoag them. By meaDS of these 
friendly hdians an intercourse was presently opened with 
Massasoit, head ohief of the Poeanoke18 or Wampano
ags, inhabiting the country westward of New Plymouth. 
An interview, marked at met with a little distrust, but 
soon succeeded by confidence, took place between Gov
ernor Carver and Massasoit; presents were exohanged; 
ADd a league of friendship was entered into, which for 
many years was faithfully observed. 

A fatal distemper, perhaps the small.pox or some 
malignant fever, had lately raged among the Indians on 
these shores, and, indeed, along the whole coast of New 
England. Several tribes, especially thoae composing 
the Ma88aChusetts confederacy, inhabiting the bay of 

I. L 
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CHAPTER that name, north of New Plymouth, had been almost ex-
VI. ' 

___ terminated by it. The 0088t was thus left open to set-
1621. tlement, a circumstance noted by the early New En

gland historians as a special providence. 
Shortly after the treaty with Massasoit, the Mayfiow-

April 5. er, which had wintered at Plymouth, set sail on her 
homeward passage. Already, before her departUre, the 
number of the colonists had been greatly thinned; others 
ciied soon after; among the test, Governor Carver, whose 
place was supplied by William Bradford. The winter 
had been unusually mild, but the colonists were 80 ill 
provided against it, and had suffered 80 much from cold 
and exposure before their houses were finished, that with
in the first five months they 101ft more than half their 
number. Once there were only seven persons well enpugh 
to attend the sick. But, as the spring advanced, the sur
vivors grew strong again, and, though often pinched for 
food, none died for the next three years. 

'fo improve the friendship with Massasoit, Edward 
Winslow, one of the most intelligent and energetic of the 
colonists, was sent across the country with a companion, ' 
and Squanto as a guide, to visit that chief at his village 
of Pooanoket, on' Narraganset Bay. The presents they 
carried were graciously received; but the Indian king 
was so unprovided with food-his corn being out, and 
game not in season-that his visitors came near starv
ing. They were honored, however, by sleeping on the 
same bed' with Massasoit and his squaw, they on one 
end and the Indians on the other. It was of plank, 
raised a foot from the ground, covered with a thin mat, 
and horribly infested by vermin. 

Corbitant, one of Massasoit's 88.chems, being suspected 
of infidelity to that chief and of hostility to the colonists, 
whose interpreter Squanto he had seized, and was believed 

• 
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to have killed, StandiIW. marched against him with four- CHAPTER 

teen men.' Corbit ant's :village was beset, some of the VI. 

inhabitants woUnded, and the prisoner released. Alarmed 1621. 
by this movement, nine petty sachems came to Plymouth, 
and signed a paper acknowledging themselves loyal sub- Sept. 13. 

jeots of King James. 
Shortly after this submission, a boat with ten men 

was sent to explore Massachusetts Bay, some forty miles 
to the northward. That bay was found to terminate in 
a spacious harbor studded with islands, and encompass
ing the three-crested peninsula of Shawmut, site of the 
present city of Boston. Toward the south the Blue Hills 
were visible, from whose Indian name Massachusetts is 
said to be derived. Two or three rivers entered the 
bay; several peninsulas projected into it; and its shores 
offered 80 many favorable positions, that the Plymouth 
men could not but wish they had settled there. They 
found at Shawmut a few Indians under Obattinewat, a 
petty sachem dependent on Massasoit; but as they lived 
in perpetual dread of the Tarenteens, or eastern Indians, 
who were accustomed to send war parties along the coast 
in canoes~ they did not dare to remain long in one place. 

Toward the commencement of winter thirty-five new Nov. 10. 

colonists arrived' in the Fortune, inoluding those left be-
hind by the Speedwell. Cushman came with them, and 
brought a patent from the Council for New England, ob-
tained through the good offices of Sir Ferdinando Gor-
ges; but he did not remain long in the colony. After 
delivering an elaborate discourse" on the sin and danger 
of self-love," afterward printed in LOndon, and still ex-
tant, intended to repress the discontents already apparent 
at the joint-stock system on which the colony was founded, 
Cushman returned in the Fortune to render an account Dec. 

of matters to the merchant adventurers, and to look after 
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CHAPTER the interests of the colony in London, wher., it wu nea. 
VI. eseary to have a confidential agent. He took with him 

1621. for cargo a quantity of furs, easeafias, olapboards, and 
wainscot, valued at "DOO, about 82400, the first ro
mittanoe from New flymouth. But, u the ship pasaed 
up the English Channel" she was seized, on what pre
tense d0$8 not appear, ~d carried into a Frenoh port i 
DOl was .he ~ except at the expeBSO of the beet 
part of hel lading. 

The confederaoy of the Narragansets, inhabi,tiPg the 
we~t shore of N&1'rage.nset Bay, having escaped the rav
ages of the pestilence so fatal to the Massaohusette and 
other vibes, were oomp&1'Q.tively numerous and pow
erful, and Massa80it stood in muoh ~we of them. CQ.
~ous, their saohem, by way of defu.mce, had sent to 
Plymouth. a bundle of arrows tied with a rattlesnake's 
skin. Bradford, nothing daunted,. sent back the same 
skin stuffed with powder and ball. The superstitious 
Indians took it for some fatal charm, and passed it in 

1622. terror bom one village to another, till it came baok again 
Feb. to Plymouth. It was judged proper, however, by the 

Plymouth authorities, to take precautions, and the village 
was surrounded by a palisade of timbers driven into the 
ground" a mile in oirouit, with three gates--no inoon
siderable work for so feeble a .oolony. 
. The Fortune had brought no provisions, and the whole 
company were obliged to subsist for six months on half 
allowance. Even this soanty supply was obtained with 
diffi.oulty, and by spring there was a famine. Wins-

May. low sailed to Monhiggon in quest of food, Q.nd the wants 
of the colony were. pal'tially relieved by the oharity of 
the fishing orews assembled there. Already some fisb
ing villages began ~ be fbrmed on the main-land shore 
opposite to Monhiggon, next to Plymouth the oldest set-
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tlement in New England. Supplies both of provisions CHAFTER 

and goods for trading with the Indians were afterward VI. 

obtained from other fishing veesels, sometimes at ex- 1622. 
orbitant prices; but without these snpplies the ihCant 
colony must have perished. The London partners sent 
out no provisions and very few goods. A scaroity of 
food, often extreme, continued to a greater or less extent 
for the first four years. The agrioultural arrangements 
of the colony 'Were as yet very imperfect, and the chief 
dependenoe during aU that period was on com purchased 
of the Indians, for which purpose little trading voyage. 
were ttndertaken to Cape Cod and tbeadjoining 0088't8. 
The olams with which the harbor of Plymouth abounded 
were also an essential resource. At certain seasons fish 
were pJenty; but for some time the oolonists were 80 

unprovided as to have neither nets nor other taokle with 
whioh to take them, nor salt to preserve them. 

During his visit to Monhiggon, Winslow learned, from 
a veeeel just arrived from Virginia, the rising of the In
dians there, and the massacre of many of the colonists. 
This news oocasioned some alann at Plymouth, and the 
inhabitants oommenoed a little fort on the crest of the 
riSing ground incloSed within their palisade. This fort, 
which it oost them muoh labor to complete, was used also 
as a meeting-hou~ place of assembly and worship. 

Weston, who had taken so active a share in fitting 
out the Plymouth oolony, dissatisfied with the pecuniary 
result of that experiment, had resolved to try one of his 
own. Sixty men, chiefly indented servants, whom he 
sent out to begin a settlement, trespassed for two or three July. 

months on the hospitality of the people of Plymouth, 
Whose corn.fields they were accused of ,robbing. After 
establishing themselves at Wissapllet, DOW Weymouth, Nov. 

on the south shore of Massachusetts Bay, they wasted 
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CHAPTER their provisions, and were soon reduced to great dis
VI. tress. Dispersed in small parties, they lived as they 

1623. could, begging ·or stealing from the Indians, who pres
ently combined for the destruotion of these importunate 
intruders. 

Just as this plot was maturing, the people at Plym
outh, having heard that a Dutch trading shallop was 
ashore in Narraganset Bay, sent Winslow tc open a com
munication with the Dutchmen, and also to condole with 
Massasoit, who was reported to lie dangerously sick. 
Before Winslow arrived the Dutchmen were gone j Mas
sasoit was found at the point of death, insensible, and 
surrounded by pow-wows-priests or conjurers, that is, 
making horrible noises and grimaces, after the Indian fash
ion. Winslow turned the pow-wows out of the wigwam, 
assumed the part of physioian, and soon put his patient 
in the way of recovery. Out of gratitude, he revealed 
the project for the destruotion of the white men at Wis
sagusset, in which, it would seem, he had been invited 
to join. 

Alarmed at this information, Winslow hastened baok 
Mar. 23. to Plymouth, and, as it happened then to be a "yearly 

.,' court day," the matter was referred by the governor to 
the "body of the company j" but they referred it baok 
again, with discretionary authority, to the governor, his 
usistant, and Captain Standish. The oaptain was ac· 
cordingly dispatched, with eight men, under pretense of 
trade, to judge of the certainty of the plot, to inform the 
Wissagusset men of their danger, and with orders to bring 
back the head of Wituwamat, a noted. warrior accused 
of being the prinoipal instigator of the designs against 
the English. Standish," a man of very little stature, 
yet of a very hot and angry temper," found the Indians 
full oftannts and bravadoes. Taking this as evidenoe of 
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the reality of the plot, he watohed his opportunity, and, CHAPTER 
VL 

having the obnoxious chief, with three of his followers, in __ _ 
a cabin with himself and several others, he closed the 1622. 
door, made Ii signal to his men, snatohed a knife from 
the neck of one of the warriors, and stabbed him to the 
heart. Of the other Indians, two were slain j the fourth, 
a boy, was taken alive and l1anged. Alarmed at this 
attack, the Indians tied to the swamps and concealed 
themselves j not, however, till several more had been 
killed. The plantation at Wissagusset was abandoned. 
A few of the people removed. to Plymouth j the rest 
sailed to Monhiggon, and obtained a passage home from 
the fishing vessels there. Wituwamat's head was car· 
ried to Plymouth, stuck npon a pole, and set up, by way 
of warning, in the fort. These bloody proceedings ex· 
cited some misgivings in the mind of John Robinson, 
who, though still in Holland, extended a pastor's over· 
.sight to the oolony, which he intended presently to join. 
"Oh, how happy a thing it would have been," he wrote 
in a letter to the oolonists, " that you bad OORVerted some 
before you killed any." , 

The privileges of exolusive traffio and fisbery lately 
granted by the king's patent to the Council for New En· 
gland, was by no means agreeable to the private mer· 
chants engaged in the North American fisheries and the 
peltry trade. Soon after the issue of that patent, James's 
third Parliament had met--the same that oomplained of 
the Virginia Company's lotteries as a raisiug of money 
without parliamentary warrant. The pretensions of the 
Council for New England to, an exclusive right of fishing 
were also denounced in the House of Commons as a griev. 
ance j and a oommittee reported that. the charter was vi· 
tiated by the olause in it whioh forfeited the shipe of in. 
terlopers, a thing "which could not be," without sanc· 
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CHAPTEa tion of Parliament. The CommoDe pused a bill for the 
VL 

___ protection of the fishermen, but it failed in the Lords. 
1623. Liberty in England was not yet fledged; and Coke, the 

famous lawyer, Pym, and other leaden of the COIlllllOD8, 
were imprisoned after the adjournment for their alleged 
laotious behavior. 

Parliamentary interference having thus failed, the 
Nov. 26. Council for New England, snstained by a royal procla

mation prohibiting disorderly trading within the limits of 
1623. their patent, sent out Francis West, the Jame person, 

probably, who was temporary governor of Virginia a few 
years later, with a commission as admiral of New En
gland. Already thirty or forty fishing vessels sailed an
nually to that coast, upon which West sought to impose 
a tribute in the shape of license. money. 

The indefatigable Gorges, engaged for so many yean 
in traffic to the coast of New England, had found a part
ner much to his mind in John Mason, "a man of action," 
bred a merchant, afterward a. naval commander, and 
more recently an adventurer in the projected settlement 
of Newfoundland. Having been appointed secretary to 
the Council for New England, Mason had obtained the 

1621. grant of a tract whioh he named Mariana, extending 
from Naumkeag, now Salem, to the mouth of the Mer-

1622. rimac. This was followed the next year by a grant to 
Gorges and Mason jointly, of the whole tract from the 
Merrimac to the Kennebec, extendipg westward to the 
River of Canada. This grant was named LA-ooNIA. Ma
son and Gorges induced several mereban.ts to adventure 
with them as the" Company of Laoonia," and sent out 
a colony of fishermen, a part of whom, under 'David 
Thompson, settled at Little Harbor, at the mouth of the 
Pisoataqua, afterward called Strawberry Bank, now Ports
mouth~ The others settled some eight miles up the river, 
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at Codeco, now Dover, under William aDd Edmond CHAPTER 
VI. 

Bilton, fishmongers of London, one of whom, however, __ _ 
had qualified himself for the enterpriae by a short resi. 1623. 
dence at New Plymouth. But the company of Laconia 
did not prospe1'; and these towns, the oldest in New 
Hampshire, and, with a few exoeptions, the oldest in the 
United States, remained fOr. several years little more 
than mere fishing stations. Thompson soon left Little 
Harbor, and established himself on an island in Massa. 
ohll88t1s Bay, which still bears his name. 

Cotemporaneously with the settlement on the Piscat
aqua, another colony was attempted further to the east
ward. With very little regatd, it would seem, to the 
patent of the Council for New England, though per
haps with their OOIl8ent, James I., in his oharacter u 
King of Scotland, had isaued, under the Scottish seal, a 1621. 
grant of all the territory between the Gulf of St. Law .. 
renee and the River St. Croix, under the name of NOVA 
SOOTlA, or New Scotland, to Sir William Alexander, a 
poet and court favorite, afterward Secretary of State for 
Scotland, and created Earl of Sterling. This grant in
cluded not only the present province so called, but also 
the territory now known' as New Brunswiok. Aves-
eel was fitted out, whioh explored the shores and entered 1623. 
aome of the harbors in the vicinity of Cape Sable; but 
the Frenoh were found to be already established at eev-
eral points along this ooast. 

About the time of the appointment of West as Ad
miral of New En~land, a territory of ten miles on the 
northern coast of Massaohusetts Bay, adjoining Mason's 
grant of Mariana, and extending thirty miles inland, 
was bestow~ on Robert Gorges, son of Sir Ferdinando. 
He was appointed also Lieutenant General of New En
gland, with a council, of which West, the admiral, and 
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CHAPTD the Govemor of New Plymouth for the time being, were 
VL 

___ to be members, with power to restrain interlopers, al-
'1623. ready beginning to establish themselves along the ooaSt. 

Gorges sailed to take po88888ion of his government, tak
ing with him a number of indented servants, and aooom
pani'ed by one Morrell, a olergyman appointed by the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, commissary of eoolesiastioal 
affairs. Gorges and Morrell resided a year or more in 
New England, a part of the time at Plymouth, and the 
remainder at Weston's deserted plantation at Wissagus
set, where Gorges endeavored to establish a settlement, 
preferring that situation, it would seem, to his own 
grant on the north shore of the bay. At Plymouth 
Gorges encountered Weston, who had come out to New 
England to look after his oolony, but had been ship
wreoked on the eastem ooast, and robbed by the Indians, 
escaping barely with his life. He found refuge and as
sistance at Plymouth j but the good people there re
garded his misfortunes as a judgment upon him for de
serting them, and Gorges appears to have taken some 
proceedings against him as an interloper. 

The oolony of New Plymouth, though still the ohief 
eettlement of New England, remained, as yet, very fee
ble. The best dish that oould be set before the third sup
ply of oolonists, about sixty in number, who came in the 

AUfU8t. Anne and the Little James, was a lobster, a piece of fish, 
and a oup of "fair spring water." AJJ to bread, there 
was none in the oolony. Among the passengers was 
Nathaniel Morton, then a boy eleven years old, a nephew 
of Governor Bradford, afterward secretary and historian 
of the oolony. The Anne was laden with olapboards, 
and suoh furs as had been collected j and Winslow went 
.baok in her, to obtain in London a supply of goods, 
without whioh the little settlement was in danger of 
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perishing. He published, while there, a tract, entitled CHAPTER 
. VL 

"Good News from New England," and, having suooeed-__ _ 

ed in obtaining a muoh-needed loan of £1800, nearly 1624. 
89000, he remmed in the spring, taking with him, March. 

among other things, a few cattle, the first brought to 
New Plymouth. 

At the same time came one Lyford, recommended by 
some of the partners in London as a minister for the col
ony. But be was not inolined to go the full length of 
the separatists, and insisted upon administering the sao
rament by virtue of his episcopal ordination. To this 
the majority would not consent; some disturbance result
ed; and a ship sailing for England with letters from Ly
ford on board, Bradford followed her in his oanoe, exam
ined the letters, and found matters therein of a danger
ous tendenoy. Lyford was presently expelled, along with 
Oldham and Conant, his principal adherents. . T;hese ex
pelled colonists established themselves on Nantasket, at 
the entrance of what is now Boston harbor. These pro
ceedings, with a growing jealousy and diiferenoo of opin
ion upon this question of separation from the Church of 
England, seem to have increased the misunderstanding 
between the colonists and their London partners. 

The DOn-existence of private property, the discontent 
and unwillingness to labor thenoo arising, and the exor
bitant interest, as high as forty-five per oont., paid for 
money borrowed in London, were serious drawbacks to 
the prosperity of New Plymouth. It was found neces-
sary, indeed, to enter into an agreement that each family 1623. 
should plant for itself; and an acre of land was accord- 1624. 
ingly assigned to each person in fee. Under this stimulus, 
the production of corn soon became so great, that, from 
buyers, the colonists became sellers to the IndUl,ns. At 
the end of the fourth year after its settlement, Plymouth 
had thirty-two dwelling-houses, and a hundred and eighty-
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CBAPTD four inhabitants. The general stock, or whole amount I 
VL 

___ of the investment, personal servioes inoluded, amounted 
1624. to ;£7000, or 834,000. The London partners were very 

unwilling to make any fttrther advances. 
Jolin RobinBon died in Holland, and several years elapsed 

before his family, and the rest of the Leyden congrega
tion, could find means to transport themselves to New 
Plymouth. Those already ther~886ngers by the May
flower, the Fortune, the Anne, and the Little James-
were afterward distinguished as the" old comers," or 
"forefathers." Six or seven years elapsed before the col
ony reoeived any considerable addition to its numbers. 

The lieutenant general, admiral, and archbishop's com
missary for New England, finding little snbjeot-matter 
for the exeroise of their authority, or little prospect of 
any re8p8Ot being paid to it, soon quitted the country. 
Morrell, who had employed himself in writing a descrip
tive poem in Latin and English, had gid nothing to the 
settlers at New Plymouth about his ecolesiastical au
thority till he was just about leaving, though the afl'air 
of Lyford might seem to have afforded some occasion for 
ita exeroise. In England, the rights of the company 
were again brought in question. James's fourth Parlia
ment had no sooner met than the New England charter 
was referred. to the committee of grievances. Sir Ferdi
nando Gorges was heard by counsel on behalf olthe pat
ent, which Coke pronounced void on aooount of its at. 
tempted monopoly of the seas. Another bill passed the 
Commons for the protection of 'the fishermen, but it failed 
again in the Lords. The members of the Counoil fcir 
New England, contemplating, perhaps, a surrender of 
this unpopular oharter, appear to have divided their ter
ritory into provinoos, for whioh they oast lots in the 
presence of King James; but this di'fision was not at this 
time oanied into efl'eot. 
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Preeently after hie aooession, Charles I. renewed the ClUPTER 

grant of Nova Scotia, with authority to the grantee to Vl 

Ol'e8te an order of a hundred and fifty hereditary baro- 162t;. 
nets; and these titles, IOld by Alexander, a number of 
which are still in existence, p!O'Yed a more profitable 
speculation than the pll.llting of colonies. 

At the end of the leven yean originally limi~ in the 1627. 
agreement between the Plymouth coloniSts and the Lon- No •• 

don adventwers, the London partDel8 agreed to aell out 
their interest. ilr £1800, or about 19000, to be paid in 
nine annual instalments. Eight of the priDoipal colo-
nists, in ooDsideration or & six. years' monopoly of tho 
Indian traffio, gave their private bonds for the &mOunt. 
The joint-etook prinQiple was now abandoned; a divisioll 
W'U made of the movable property; and twenty acres of 1628. 
land, zaearest the town, were aaaigDed in fee to each oolonist. January. 

The soil of New Plymollth was very POOl; lOme DOt 
very suooeuful attempts were made at the oultivation 
of tobacoo; but the ohief reliance to pay {or oloths and 
other goods from England. was the peltry collected by 
trade with the Indians. To 118.Te the 'Yoyage round 
Cape Cod, and to facilitate the traffio with the ,Indians 
on ,Narraganset Bay and LoDg Island Sound, a trading , 
house was huilt at the head of Buzzard's Bay. A grant 
was a.18o obtained. from the COUDcil for New England of 
a large tract at the month of the Kennebec, where a poet 
was established, and a lucrative traffic opened with the 
eastern Indians. A friendly measage, brought by Seen- 1627. 
tary De Razier, had lately been received from the Dutch Octeber. 

at the mouth of the Hudson. From these Duichmen the 
lISe of wampum was learned, soon found very serviceable 
in' the trade with the eastern Indians. There was not 

. yet capital enough to engage in the ood fishery, but a step 
was made toward it in the establishment of a salt work. 
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CHAPTER Straggling settlers, with or without grants from the 
VI. 

___ Counoil for New England, were now fast planting them-
1620. selves along the coast. East of the Piscataqua, obscure 

hamlets of fishennen were established at Agamentious, 
DOW York, and at the mouth of the Saco. A party of 
some thirty.persons, under a Captain Wollaston, had set 
up a plantation in Massaohusetts Bay, not far, from Wis
sagusset, at a place whioh they oalled Mount Wollaston, 
now Quincy. This plantation presently fell under the 
control of one Morton, "a pettifogger of Furnival's Inn," 
or, as he describes himself, "of Clifford's Inn, gentle
man." He ohanged the name to M~rry Mount; sold 
powder and shot to the Indians; gave refoge to runaway 
servants; and set up a May-pole, upon whioh oooasion 
he broached a cask of wine and a hogshead of ale, and 
held a high revel and carousal. The people of Plymouth 
were requested by the other settlers to interfere i and 

1628. Morton was seized by the redoubtable Standish, and sent 
prisoner to England. Eight plantations, from Pisoat
aqua to Plymouth, some· of them only single families, 
contributed to the expense. 

Though their number d~d not yet amount to three 
hundred, the Plymouth colonists considered themselves 
as now. firmly established. "It was not with them as 
with other men, whom small things could discourage, or 
small discontents cause to wish themselves at home 
again i" so they stated in their application to the Coun
cil for New England for a new patent. They presently 

1630. obtained it, with an assignment as boundaries, on the 
June 13. land side, of two lines, the one drawn northerly from the 

mouth of the Narraganset River, the other westerly from 
Cohasset rivulet, to meet "at the uttermost limits of a 
country or place called Pocanoket." The tract on the 
Kennebec was also inoluded in this grant. 
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This patent gave a title to the soil; but prerogatives CHAPTER 

of government, according to the ideas of the English Vl 

IlLwyers, could only be exercised under a charter from 1630. 
the crown.:· A ~nsiderable sum was spent in the en-
deavor to obtain suoh a charter, but without success. 

Relying, however, upon their original compaot, th~ 
colonists gradually assumed all the prerogatives of gov
ernment; even the power, after some hesitation, of capi-
tal punishment. No less than eight capital offenses are . 
enumerated in the first Plymouth code, inoluding trea- 1636. _ 
son or rebellion against the colony, and " solemn compac-
tion or conversing with the devil" Trial by jury was 
early introduced, but the punishments to be inflicted on 
minor offenses remained for the most part discretionary. 
. For eighteen years all laws were enacted in a. general 
8888mbly of all the colonists. The governor,ohosen an-
nually, was but president of a council, in whioh he had 
a double vote. It consisted first of one, then of five, 
and finally of seven counselors,' called assistants. 80 
little were political honors coveted at New Plymouth, 
that it became necessary to inflict' a fine upon suob as, 
being ohosen, declined to serve as governor or assistant. 
None, however, were to be obliged to serve for two years 
in suooeseion. 

The constitution of the Churoh was equally demo
cratio. For the first eight years there was no pastor, 
unless Robinson, still in Holland, might be considered 
in that light. Lyford, sent out by the London partners, 
was refused and expelled. Brewster, tbe ruling elder, 
and suoh private members as had the gift of prophecy, 
offioiated as exhorters. On Sunday afternoons a ques
tion was propounded, to whioh all spoke who had any 
thing to say. Even after they adopted the plan of a. 
pastor, no minister, it was observed, stayed long at New 
Plymouth. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

COLONY OF MASSACHUSETTS BAY. NEW HAMPSHIRE. 
LIGONIA. PEMAQUID. 

CHAI'TJ:& BESIDES the settlements mentioned in the previous 
VIL . 

___ ohapter made or attempted on the oout of New En. 
gland, there had been another, of no great OOD88qUeDoe 

in itself, but interesting as the embryo of the oolOBy of 
Massaohusetts Bay. 

White, a clergyman of Dorohester, in the west of 
England, a Puritan, though not a separatist, had per. 

1624. saaded several merchants of that oity to aiiempt a 88~ 
tlement in New England in conjunction with the fish. 
ing business. The rocky promontory of Cape Anne, 
which forms the north shore of Massachusetts Bay, was 
fixed upon for this purpose; and Lyford and Conant, 
the same who had been expelled from New Plymouth 
by the zeal of the stricter separatists of that oolony, 
were taken into employ, the first as preacher or chap
lain, the other as general manager. This underiakiDg, 
like other similar a1terprises, proved more expensive and 
1888 profitable than had been expected. It was presently 

1626. abandoned; Lyford removed to Virginia; but Conant, 
relying upon the further oo-operation of White, betook 
himself, with three eompanions, and a flock of cattle 

I sent out by his employers, to Naumkeag, a fitter place, 
in his judgment, Cor a settlement. 

White exerted himself to find new adTenturers, and. 
not without success. The English Puritans, Cor years 
past, had been growing more and mole uneasy. Many 
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clergymen of that cast had been silenced or deprived of CIlAPTBlt 

their cures for nonconformity, and the preeent fashion va 
of colonization in Amerioa, as well as the example of 1628. 
the Plymouth colony, had suggested the idea of a Puri. 
tan refuge across the Atlantic. With this view, John 
Humphrey, a brother.in.law of the Earl of ~incoln, John 
Endicott, and four others, gentlemen of Dorchester, ob-
tained, at White's instigation, from the Council for New 
England, a grant of the coast between Laconia on the March 19. 

one 'side, and the Plymouth patent on the other, in. 
cluding the whole of Miwachusetts Bay. This' grant 
exteluied westward to the Pacifio, coterminate in that 
direction with the New England patent itself; north 
and south it was bounded by two parallel lines, the one 
three miles north of " any and every part" of the Merri. 
mac, the other three miles south of "any and every part" 
of Charles River, one of the streams flowing into the 
head of Massachusetts Bay, and so named on Smith's 
map of NeIW England. Part of this tract on the sea. 
coast had been conveyed some years before to Mason, 
under the uame of Mariana, as already mentioned, and 
another smaller portion to Robert Gorges, the late lieu. 
tenant general. He was dead; but his brother and 
heir had conveyed a part of this tract to Oldham, the 
exile from Plymouth, who had established himself as an 
Indian trader at Nantasket. The rest had been trans-
ferred to Sir William Brereton, who about this time 
I18nt over indented servants, and began a settlement, 
probably at Winnissimet, now Chelsea. The Earl of 
Warwiok appears also to have bad a claim to this ter· 
ritory, or a part of it--perhaps under the incomplete 
partition mentioned in the previous ohapter; but, what-
ever it was, he presently relinquished it to the Massa· 
oh1l88tts patentees. Those patentees, ind.eed, for some 

L M 
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CIlAP'l'a reason Dot very appare.nt, seem to have regarded all the 
YJI. 

___ previous grants as void against them. 

1628. N&w partners were soon found. Jolm Winthrop, of 
Groton, in Suffolk, educated a lawyer, a gentleman of 
handsome landed property, Sir Riohard Saltonatall, aud 
oiher wealthy Puritans in London and the vicinity, be-. 
came interested in the enterprise; and, to prepare the 
way for a larger migration, John Endicott, " a fit instru. 
ment to begin this wilderD.688 work," indefatigable, un· 
daunted, austere, yet of a " sociable and oheerful spirit," 
wu dispatched at once, with sixty or I18venty people, to 
make the oommencement of a settlemeni. Welaomed 

Sept. I •. at Naum.keag by Conant, in conformity with his in· 
strnotions, he soon dispatched a small party by land, to 
e.xplore the head of Massachusetts Bay, where it had 
been resolved to plant the prinoipal oolony. The pen
iDsula between Charles and Mystio Rivers, called on 
Smith'. map OharletO'll or Oharlestown, was formd in 
pouessWn of one Walford, a smith. The opposite pen. 
iasala of Shawmut was oooupied by another lonely set. 
ti.e&-, one Blackstone, an eccentrio non-conforming oler. 
gyman. The island, now East Boston, was inhabited 
by Samuel Maveriok, aD. Indian trader, who had a little 
furl there, with two small cannon. On Thompson's 
Island, more to the south, dwelt David Thompson, al. 
ready mentioned as one of the original settlers on the 
PiBcataqua. Oldham still had an establishment at Nan. 
tasket, though at this moment he was in England, ne,. 
gotiating with the Massachusetts Company. There 
were a few settlers, it is probable, at Winnissimet, 
eervants of Brereton; some, also, at Wissagw!set, and 
.. few more a.t Mount Wollaston. 

Endico~ sent home loud oomplaiu.ts of these "old 
planten," eepeoially in relation to the Indian trade, 
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which formed their chief businels. They came, in fact, CfUP'lM 

ill direct conflict with the aew patentees, ",ho e1aimed an ~IL 
exolusive right of Indian traffic within the limits of their 162j. 
patent. 

The importance of this trade wu very much· exaggera
ted. There dwelt on tlte shores of Masaachusetts Bay only 
iJar or five' petty saohems, each with some thirty 01' forty 
warriors, of whom Cu1Bbamiquin, sagamore of Massachu. 
setts, seems to haw been the chief. Only to these tribes, 
with the Pawtuckets at the falls of the Merrimac, and 
the Nipmucks, 80Dle forty miles in the interior, would the 
Massachttsett8 monopoly extend. The ohief tribes of the 
New England ooast dwelt either n~rih or lIOuth of the 
Massaehusetts limits. Yat, at Endieott's suggestion, 
the company obtaiDed a renewal of the royal preclama
tion of 1622 against irregnlar trading with the Indians. 

New assoeiates, meanwhile, had joiDed the oompuy in 
Bngland, including several from Boston &ad its vicinity, 
in Lincolnshire; among them; Isaao Johnson, another 
brother-in-law of the Earl of LinoolD; Thomas Dudley, 
the earl's ,stewaTd; Simon Bradstreet,. steward to the 
dowager CounteD of Warwick, and son-in-law of Dud
ley; William Coddington, a wealthy merchant of Bos- ' 
ton j and Richard Bellingham, breda lawyer--all con
spicuons in the subaeqUeDt history of M88S&Cbuse~ 
A very warm 'interOlt was taken in the enterprise by the 
Lady Lincoln, a daughter of Lord Say, a conspiouous 
Puritan nobleman, bimaelf active, as we shall presently 
1!Iefl, in American colonization. The company, thus re
enforced, and 8118tained by money and inHuential friends, 
easily obtained a royal Charter confirmiDg their grant, 1629. 
aad superadding powenof government. ' March. 

This oharter, modeled after that of the late Virginia 
Company, vacated by Qtw W MTatlto Dve years before, 
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CRAPTER ereoted the patentees and their assiooiates into a corpora. 
VII. 

_~_ tion, by the name of " Governor and Company of Mas. 
1629. saohusetts Bay, in New England," with power to ad

mit new members as they might see fit. Their atrairs 
• were to be managed, at least those of executive routine, 

by a governor, deputy governor, and eighteen assistants, 
by whom monthly courts were to be held for that pur
pose. The annual election of these and other neoessa.ry 
officers, the enaotment of oivil and oriminal laws for the 
colony, the raising of money, and other more important 
affairs, were to be transacted at great and general courts 
of all the freemen or stockholders, held quarterly. The 
colonists were to enjoy the rights of Englishmen j but no 
provision was' made for seouring to them any share in 
the looal government. That was entirely intrusted to the 
corporation in England. No royal negative was reserved 
on the enactments of the company; but they were not 

v to be repugnant to the laws of England. These enact. 
me~ts stood, indeed, precisely on the same ground with 
the by-laws of any other trading company. Nothing was 
said about religion. There was yet no intimation that 
the proposed settlement was to beexolWlively Puritan, or 
had any speoial religious object in view. Had suoh been 
the oase, it might not have been so easy to obtain a char
ter, for King Charles held the Puritans in no less detes
tation than his two predecessors, and was not a little 
provoked at the part they had just taken in carrying in 
the House of Commons the Petition of Right. 

The oompany organized itself, under the oharter by the 
ohoiCe of Matthew Cradook and Thomas Gotre, two 
wealthy London merchants, as governor and deputy gov
ernor. Preparations were at once made for extending 
. the settlement, to whioh was given the name of " Lon
don's Plantation in the Massachusetts Bay." The 
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exooutive administration of the colony was intrusted to o~ 
Endicott as govemor, to be assisted by twelve ooul186l. v. 

ors; seven named by the oompany, two to be selooted 1629., 
by the old planters, and these nine to add three more to 
their number. The old plantell!J were to be indulged in 
a limited cultivation of tobaooo, whioh was strictly for. 
bidden to the new ones, the Puritans not havWg yet got 
over their objections to its use. Every .GOO, aboutt240, 
COIltributed te the company's stook by any member, enti· 
tled hUn to two hundred acres of land, and in like pro-
portion fOr sums greater or less. Every stookholder who 
emigrated at his own expense was to receive fifty acres 
D eaoh member of his family, and the same quantity for 
each indented servant carried with him. Persons not 
stockholders, emigrating at their own expense, were to be 
allowed fifty acres eaoh, and as muoh more for each in. 
dented servant, with an additional allowance "aooording 
to their oharge and quality"--a provision construed to 
extend to the old planters already there. 

Six ships were soon dispatohed, with a stock of cat
de and horses, and some two hundred colonists, moat of 
whom were indented servants of the company or some 
of its ohief members, sent out at an expense of ;£20, 
nearly 8100, per head. Among these emigrants were 
wheelwrights, carpenters, coopers, ship-builders, a sur. 
geon, an engineer, and three "godly ministers," Skelton, 
Higginson, and Bright, all entertained at the oompany's 
expense. Besides these three ministers named 88 mem· 
bers of Endicott's counoil, a fourth, one Smith, had se~ 
oured his passage and placed his goods on board before 
it was known that he was an avowed separatist. This 
circumstance exoited some jealousy and alarm, and Smith 
was obliged to promise BOt to exercise his functions with. 
in the patent without Endicott's leave. Shortly after 
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OIIAPftll his arrival he prooeeded to Plymouth, where he offioiaW 
VR. for aome time u minister. That oolony received _ 

1629. by these vessels an 800888ion of thirty-five per8OD8, tbe 
remainder of the Leyden oougregation, inoluding Robin
son's family, who av~iled themselves of this opporiunity 
to join their friends in New England. 

June. Arrivmg at Naumkeag, these new settlers found there 
a few OOl'll-fields, a hamlet of eight or ten rude h0U868, 
with a larger one for the governor, the frame of which. 
had been removed from Cape Anoe, where it had beea 
originally set up by White's ~iates. Endicott re
oeived by this arrival ample inatruotions, with particWar 
directions to oooupy the head of M8SS8.9hueetts Bay; for 
whioh purpose about a hundred of the settlers, with 
Bright, one of the ministers, were sent to Cbarlestowa, 
where a town was laid out by Graves, the engineer. 

Endioott, sinee his arrival, having been in frequent in
teroourae with the Plymouth people, had adopted most 
of their views on the subject of church goverwnent. He 
founcl .. eady ooncurrenoe on the part of Skelton and Hig
ginson, the two minist8rs who remaiDed at Naumkeag, 
to whioh was now given the name of Salem, indicating 
a place of peace and refuge. Without any express re
nunciation· of the authority of the Churoh of England, 
the settlers prooeeded to oonstitute themselves into a 
Churoh of their own, of whiob Skelton was appointed 
teacher, aucl HiggiDaoD puiDr. Delegates from Plym
outh were to have been preeens at tbis ooremony, but 
were prevented. by contrary winds; they arrived, how
ever, in season to give the right hand of fellowship. It 
was significant of the opinions of the new church that 
the English ceremonials and Liturgy were laid aside. 

AJI were not prepared for this innovation, and John 
and Samuel Browne, one a lawyer, the other a merobant, 
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&ad both members 'Of Endicott's oounoil, protested agaiDst CBAP'1'Ja 
VB. 

it. They insisted on the 1l86of the Liturgy, and even __ _ 

went so far 118 to institute separate worship. Availing 1629. 
himself of a olaose in his iDBtruoti0D8 which authorized 

hUn to &end home" the inoorrigible,'" Endioott arrested 

the Brownes, and shipped them to England as "faotious 
and evil oonditioned"~ proceeding ch8.raoteristio enough 

of the future policy of the oolony. The Brownes made 

load complaints to the company, and the gove!nor and ; 
assistants wrote pressingly on the subject to Endicott Oct.16. 

and the ministers, not without some indications of alarm. 

" Let it therefore. seem good unto YOG," they say in their 
letter to Endicott, "to be very sparing in introduoing 

any laws or commands whioh may render Y011l'l'l81f or ua 
&tasteful to the state be1'e, to whioh, u we ough~, we 
must and will have an obsequious eye." But the man

agement of the company's affairs was about to pll88 into 
tile hands of persons less sompulous or less timid. 

Already a plan was formed for a large migration to 
Massaohusetts Bay, and the transfer thither of the ohar-

ter, and the oompany itself. New officers were ohosen Oct. 16. 

from among those who proposed to emigrate, Winthrop 

88 govemor, and Dudley as deputy, with a Dew board of 
aesistants. Suoh of the stookholders as remained in En-

gland were to retain for seftn years an interest in the 
oornpany's stock, reduced, however, to cover losses and 

expenses, to one third its original amount. This stock, 

ohargeable with half the military and eoolesiastioal ex-
pcmee8 of the oolony, was to be placed for management in 

the haDds of ten trustees, five resident in' England and 
five in the colony, who were to have as compensa.tion 
five per cent. on all net profits. This joint-stock was to 
be entitled for seven years to half the trade in beavers, 

tile Ide making of salt, and the exolusi"" right of trans-
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~PTER porting passengers and goods at cer:tain fixed rates, and 
n. of supplying the colonists from a store or magazine at 

1629. an advance 'of twenty-ave per cent. on the cost. At the 
end of seven years there was to be a division among the 
stookholdm-s. Nothing, however, is recorded of any suob 
division, and probably the whole stook was soon sunk. 
There are, indeed, but faint indications of any trade oar
ried on by the company. As a compensation for the 
diminution of their stock, the holders were to have an 
additional two hundred acres of land for every ,£00 orig
inally subscribed. 

1630. Under this new arrangement, fifteen ships, equipped 
at an expense of ,£20,000, nearly $100,000, oonveyed 
to Massach~tts Bay a thousand emigrants, among 
them several persons of wealth and station at home, 
with four ministers, Wilson, Phillips, Maveriok, and 
Warham. On board was a large stook of cattle, with 
other necessaries for beginning a settlement. This was 
by far the most numerous and best-appointed expedition 
yet dispatched from England to America. 

Winthrop and Dudley, with several of the newly
ohosen assistants, having the oharter in their oustody, 
embarked on the Arbella. While still at anohor off the 
Isle of Wight, where they were long detained by oon-

April 7. trary winds, they issued, the day before sailing, an ad
dress "to the rest of their brethren in and of the Churoh 
of England," a 80rt of defense against the "misreport" 
whioh, it seems, had begun to spread of their intention 
to separate from the English Churoh. That ohurah 

V was spoken o( in terms of warm affection. Suoh " hope 
and part" as they had obtained "in the common salva. 
tWn" they freely acknowledged to "have received in her 
bosom and suoked it in her breast." 

A few days out, an alarm was raised of an attaok by 
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Dankirk privateers; but it proved false; the Arbella, OBAPTBR 

with her three consorts, kept on their course; and, after V1L 

a atormy and tedio.U8 passage, arrived, 88 did the other JUDe. 

:V888els also, some at Salem, and others at Charlestown. Jaly. 

It was at Charl6!'town that the governor, deputy, and 
their immediate followers .first fixed themselves. But 
their attention was soon attraoted to the opposite penin. 
aula, as yet in the sole possession of the solitary Blaok-
stone. It was a traot of about six hundred acres, thinly 
wooded, and almost divided at high tide into three small 
ialands, eaoh a considerable bill, with gushing springe 
of .&esh water. The lazgest bill, orowned by three dis-
tinct eminences, had gained for the peninsula the Eng .. 
liah name of Trimountain. Winthrop and his people 
IOOD 100k ~on of this spot, and commenced a set
tlement, whioh they called BoSTON, after the English 
town in Lincolnshire, whence Johnson and others of the 
prinoipal emigrants oame. 

A ship had arrived a few days before the Arbella, with 
a company from the west of England, of whom Lud
Jow, Endicott's brother.in.law,was the leader. The 
master of that vessel put his passengers unoeremoni· 
oue1y ashore at Nantasket; but they presently estab
&bed themselves at Matapan, whioh they oalled Dor .. 
(1lauter, after the oity: whenoe they came. 
. A third party, headed by Sir Riohard Saltonstall, 
fiud themselves at Watertoum, a few miles up Charles 
River. These three were the principal settlements. 
SlDaller ones were established at Roxbtwll, under Pyn
obon; at Mystio, afterward called Medford, where Cra.. 
d8ek's servants, sent out with Endicott, already had a 
altip-building establishment; and at Saugus, now Lynfl. 

Some seitlers, aiso, still remained at Charlestown. A sit& 
OIl Charles River, between Boston and WaiertoWQ, ~ 
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O'lI4PTBll lected for the oapital of the ClOIony, 800Il became kDewa 
m. as Newtown, now CtMnIwitlge. The magistrates W8Ie 

all to remove and settle there iJl the spring; but this W8I 

not done, except by Dudley; u:ad Boston, in mot, • 
oune the eapital. 

Each settlement at OD08 8SIQD1ed that toWDBhip &u

thority whioh has e'Vel' funned 80 marked & featme in 
tha politioal organization of New England. The p8OlJ1e 
assembled in town meeting, Toted taxes for looal pur
poees, and ohose three, fiva, or aeven of the prinoipal in .. 
habitants, at first under other names, but early known 
u "aeleot-men," who had the expenditure of this lDOIley 
and the executive managemant of town affairs. A trea
urer and a town olerk were also OO088D, and a OODBtable 
was soon added for the 88l'noe of oivil and: oriminal pn
oees. Eaoh town oonstituted, in faot, a little repablio, 
aJmOl5t oomplete in itself. 

Tha first and second Courts of Assistants were holda 
at Charlestown; the first General Court met at Boston, 

Oce. 19. 8OOD. after Winthrop's removal thither. The. transfer of 
the company to New England, though not prohibited by 
the charter, was an arrangement that instrument nefti' 

contemplated, and it produced a total ohange in the p0-

litical oondition of the oolony, whioh, from being 8ubjeat 
to a distant corporation, now became self-governed. Be 
• freemen, whose number at this first court mtUJt have 
heen but small, appear on this oooasion rather car" 
of their rights. They were induced to confer the wbo1e 
power of legislation on the governor and assisianiB, fa
miliarly known as the magistrates, who were also .... 

daorized to elect the governor and deputy governor oU 
of their own body. The sole power left to the hemaD 
was that of fi.lling suoh vaoaJioies as might 000Ul ..,. _th or otherwise in the Board of Assiatants. 
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Notwiti:aataodi the dutiful and tender apostrophe CBAPl'EIl 
VD. 

addressed by the departing leaders to their "dear mother," __ _ 

th. Churoh of EDglaud, DO sooner had they set foot in 1630. 
Amer:iea.thao diaDoe; and the 88liIl8 of freedom, in. 
spUed DeW 8811timents, or, at least, fcesh courage. Fol. 
lowiDg up the system which EDdioott had oommenoed, 
the pJaniati0D8 ~at Charlestown, Dorchester, and Wat-
ertown constituted themselves, after the examples of 
Plymouth and Salem, ctistinot churches, whioh admitted 
~ own members aaci ohose their own oflioen. The 
minister of the Charlestown ohnroh was WilIoa; but 
1M and the obmoh itaelf were soon transferred. to ,Boston. 
Wil80n was believed to poesess a sort of prophetio power 
el faretelling future M'ents. Phillips was miniaier at 
Watertown, and Maverick and Warham at DOIOhester. 
fa orgaaizing these churches, the charge of open sep8l'~ 
tion W88 still evaded. The simple ceremonies employed 
iIl- the induction of the ministers were represented not .. 
a new ordination repudiating aDd superseding that which 
the ministerB had reeeived from their bishops in England, 
but as mete marks of their election and installation. 

Military defease was not neglected. Patrick and. Un
_bill, two offioera who had seen service in the Nether
lade, were appointed captaiDs, and received. aaIariea ... 

. training the people, weekly, in the U8e of &I'ID8. 

WJUle thus founding their ohuroh a.od state in iDe 
wildem8l8, theae n.~ settlers enoountered some of the 
ftudsbips to which all suoh enterpriles are neoeari1y 
exposed. The long mel boisterous pa.asage had oauaei 
the Joss of many cattle. Many of the new oomers had 
landed in a debilitated state. They found. the emigran1B 
of the preceding year siok, and abort of prcvisi0D8. AlJ 
aD. inducement to mift 10r themselves, it was judged beet 
at onoe to give liberty to 8Q1De two buadred iDdented 
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CHAPTER servants of the oompany. The oolony surgeon was one vo. 
___ of the first victims of disease. Notwithstanding the as-

1630. sistance of Fuller, a practitioner ·from Plymouth, who 
professed some knowledge of the disorders of the climate, 
more than two hundred died before Deoember; among 
the rest, Isaac Johnson, a prinoipalleader in the enter. 
prise, and his wife, the Lady Arbella; also Higginaon, 
the pastor of the Salem ohuroh. .A short experienoe of 
discomforts and privations sufficed with many of the 
immigrants to dissipate the visions whioh had seduoed 
them across the Atlantio, and more than a hundred, in. 
cluding some who had been very zealous, returned home 
by the same ships in whioh they came. Among these 
returning passengers were William Vaasall, one of the 
assistants, and Bright, one of the ministers, neither of 
whom seem to have been quite satisfied with the oivil 
and eoolesiastioal polity whioh the immigrants were de
termined to adopt. Vassall, however, presently oame 
back, and settled in Plymouth colony. 

1631. A winter followed cold beyond any English experi. 
ence. Many of the "poorer sort," badly sheltered in 
booths and tents, and insuffioiently clothed and fed, suf. 
fered severely. Before the winter was over, the infaat 
oolony was threatened with famine; but the seasonable 
return of a vessel whioh had been dispatohed to England. 
for provisions raised the spirits of ihe colonists, and the 

Feb. fast that had been ordered was ohanged for a thank&
giving. A few additional emigrants came in this ves
sel; among others, Roger Williams, a young minister, 
destined to playa conspicuous part. When she return. 
ed, Sir Riohard Saltonstall, with a portion of his family, 
embarked in her. He nevel' came back again; but his 
two soas remained in the oolony, and he still oontinued 
to be interested in it, though not altogether satisfied wiil\ 
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the strict regimen whioh the colonists adopted. " If any CHAPTER 

come hither to plant for worldly ends, that can well stay Vll. 

at home,." wrote Dudley, by the same opportunity, to 1631. 
the Countess of Lincoln, "he commits an error of whioh 
he will soon repent him j but if for spiritual, he will find 
here what may well content him, materials to build, fuel 
to bum, ground to plant, seas and rivers to fish in, a 
pure air to breathe in, good water to drink till wine or 
beer oan- be made, which, with the cows, hogs, and goats 
brought hither already, may suffioe for food. For olothes 
and bedding, they must bring them with them, till time 
and industry produce them here. In a word, we yet 
enjoy little to be envied, but endure muc~ to be pitied 
in the siokne88 and mortality of our people. If any 
godly men, out of religious ends, will come over to help 
US in the good work we are about, I think they oan not 
dispose of themselves or their estates more to God's glory 
and the furtheranee of their own reckoning. But they 
must not be of the poorer sort yet for diverse years; and 
for profane and debauohed persons, their oversight in com· 
ing here is wondered at, wbere they shall find nothing to 
oontent them." 

At the second General Court, a hundred ano seven. May 18. 

teen new .freemen were admitted, inoluding several old 
planters. Thus re-enforoed, the freemen showed some 
jealousy of the olose oligarcby to whioh the preceding 
oourt bad intrusted the government of the colony. They 
oIaimad tbe right of annually nominating new ILBBistants, 
and of passing upon those in offioe, reduced aJready by 
deaths and departures to seven in number. 

But this court is prinoipally remarkable for the adop
tion of that theocratio basis on whioh, for the next half V 
oentury, the government of MaBBaohnsetts continued to 
zest. No man was hereafter to be admitted a freeman- / 
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CII.APTD that is, a oitizen and a voter-unleee he were a member 
VB. of some ODe of the colony ohurohes j and admission to 

1631. those ohurches was by DO means an easy matter. Not 
a fourth part of the adult population ware eyer members. 
To an orthodox amrl'ession of faith, ·ud lives aonfonnaWe 
in Puritan decorum, candidates for chnrob membership 
were required to add a satisfactory religious experience, 
to be recited in the moe of the congregation, of which the 
substantial part was aD internal asmaDOO of change of 
heart and a lively sentiment of juti&atioa. as one of 
God's elect. As respected equality among themselves, 
these ohuroh members were strongly imbued with a dem
ocratio spirit, ad were very jealous of any approaoh to 
hierarohioal or even to Preshyterian forms. But toward 
tboee not of the ohuroh they exhibited all the Ilf1'088IlM 
of a spiritual aristocraoy, claiming to rule by divine rig" 

A Church, in the Massaohasetts Bense, was defined to 
be "a body of believers associated together for mutul 
watohfulneSit aDd ecllfioation." There were regularJJ 
two minisl.ers to eaoh ohmoh--a teaeher "to minister • 
word of knowledge," and a pastor "to minister a word 
of wisdom j" but this distinotion, which appears never to 
have been very precise, soon disappeared, and moe. of 
the ohurches came by degrees to be content with support. 
ing one minis.. The ministers were commonly delis
nated as n the elders," or sometimes" teaching eldere," 
to distinguish them from the ruling elders, who held ihe 
third rank in the ohurch. These mling elders were ... 
lectefl from among the laymen, U ancient, experieneed, 
godly Christians, of lion-like courage when the 80IIDd 
aDd whole8Ollle dootrines delivered by pastor or teaoher 
are spoken against by any." There 'Were also deaccJD8, 
"plain-dealing tneIt, endued with wiIdom from abo.., to 
manage the oh11l'Ch treaamy." 
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The ohmohes were nominally independent, yet no sin· CIL&P'n:Il 

P ohurolt. could venture, 811y more than 811y single -
.mob member, upon any novelties of doctrine or disci. 1631. 
pline, DOl' appoint nor retain officers not approved by the • 
... ohurches. This was soon made apparent when the 
Salem ohurch wished to settle Roger Williams as Big .. 
giDson's 8D0088I!0l'. That ardent and vehement young 
minister, a decided separatist, did· not hesitate to stig
matize the Church of England as anti.Christ; a piece 
ef boldDess whioh did. not correspond with the Wn~ 
iIIg policy as yet adopted in Musae~nsetts. Aoeord
mgly, the magistrates illie.rfered, and Williams retired to 
Plymolltb, where he remained for two yean, "being 
&eely entertained there, aDd hiIJ teaching well approved." 

.Acoording to the system established in MaseaohWlOtta, 
the oharoh and state were moM iJltimately blended. Tba 
qaagistrates and General Court, aided by the advice of 
the elders, olaimed and exeroised a supreme control in 
spiritual as well as temporal matters; while, even in 
matters purely temporal. the elders we~e consulted. OD. 

all important questions. The support of the elders, 
tIae first thing considered in the first Court of ~ 
aat.s held in Massaoh1lletts, had been secured by a vote 
tD build houses for them, and to provide them a main. 
tenllD06 at the publio expense. This burden, indeed., 

, 'W88 8poIltaneously 8.881llIUld by suoh of the plantations 
.. had ministers. In some towns a tAx was leviecl; 
ia others, a contribution W88 taken up every Sunday, 
oalled voluntary, but hardly so in fact, siDoo every per
..... W88 expeoted to contribute according to his meaDI. 

This method of eoatrlblltion, in 1186 at Plymouth, W88 

_pted also at Boston; but, ill IIlCl8t of the othEll' towDe, 
b taxing system obiaiaed pl8ferenoe, IID.d subeequeatly 
'W88 established by la.w. Beiides fib. Sunday 8Uvioee, 
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ClMPTER. protracted to a great length, there were frequent lectures 
VIL 

___ on week days, an exoess of devotion unseasonable in au. 
1631. infant colony, and threatening the interruption of nooee-

.. sary labor; 80 muoh 80, that the magistrates presently 
found themselves obliged to interfere by restrioting them 
to one a week in eaoh town. These leotures, whioh 
people went from town to town to attend; an annual 
fast in the spring, correspending to Lent, and a thanks.. 
giving at the end of autumn to supersede Christinaa, 
stood in plaoe of aU the holidays of the papal and En-

/ glish churches; which the colonists soon came to regud 
as no better than idolatrous, and any disposition to ob
serve thcm--even the eating of minoe pies on Christ
mas day-as superstitious and wioked. In contempt 
of the usage of those churches, marriage was declared 
no sacrament, but a mere civil contract, to be sanc
tioned, not by a minister, but a magistrate. The .mag
istrates, also, early assumed the power of granting di
voroes, not for adultery only, but in suoh other oases as 
they saw fit. Baptism, instead of being dispensed to all, ' 
as in the ohurches of Rome and England, was limited 
as a special privilege to ohurch members and their "in
fant seed." Participation in the sacrament of the Sup
per was guarded with still greater jealousy, none but 
full church members being allowed to partake of it. 

Besides these religious distinctions, there were others 
of a temporal character, transferred from that system of 
semi-feudal English society in which the colonists had 
beenbom and bred. A discrimination between "gen
tlemen" and those of inferior condition was carefully 
kept up. Only gentlemen were entitled to the prefix 
of "Mr.;" their number W88 quite small, and depriva
tion of the right to be 80 addressed was inflicted as a 
punishment. "Good man" or "good woman," by OOD-
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haotion, "goody," was the addrees of inferior persons. CHAPTER 

Besides ·the indented servants sent out by the oompany, VJL 

the wealthier oolonists brought others with them. But 1631. 
these serYants seem, in general, to have had little sym-
pathy with the austere manners and opinions of their 
masters, and their frequent transgressions of Puritan de-
oorum gave the magistrates no little trouble. 

The system of manners whioh the founders of Ma88a
ohusetta labored to establish awl maintain was indeed. 
uceedingly rigorous and' austere. All amu.eem.ents were 
proeori.bed j all sayety seemed to be regarded as a Bin. 
It was attempted to make the oolony, as it were, a COIl

vent of Puritan devotees--exoept in the allowance of 
marriage awl money-making-subjeoted to all the rules 
of the stricter monastio orders. 

Morton, of Merry Mount, who had returned .-gain to 
New England, was seized awl sent back, his goods oon
fiscated, and his house burned, as the magistrate alleged, 
to satisfy the Indians; but this, a~ to Morton, was 
a mere preiext. A similar fate happened to Sir Chris- .. 
topher Gardiner, a knight, or pretended kDlght, of the '" 
Holy Sepuloher, an ambiguous oharacter, attended by a 
young damsel and two or three servants. Suspected as 
the agent of some persons who olaimed a prior right to 
BOme parts of Massachusetts Bay, he was charged with 
baving two wives in England, and with being a secret 
papist. He fled to the woods, but was delivered up by 
the Indians, and sent home, as were several others whom 
the magistrates pronounced "unfit to inhabit there." 
Walford, the smith, thb old settler at Charlestown, ban-
ished for "oontempt of authority," retired to Pisoataqua, 
whioh 800D became a oommon asylum of refugees from 
Massaohusetts. The sociable and jolly diapoeition of Mav
eriok, described by JosSelyn, an early traveler, as "the 

I. N 
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CHAPTER only hospitable man in the colony," gave the magistrateB 
VD. abandaaoe of trouble, lad subjeoted Maverick himself to 

1631. frequent fiDes and admonitiol1s. Othen, who elandered 
the governmeat or ohurches, or \m)te home d:iBcoDraging 
letters, were whipped, oropped of ttleiT eal9, and banisbeci. 

These harsh prooeedinga pl'odaaed i1 England au ef
fect not very fa'90rable to the ooloay. Many diaooma
ging storiee were also told by thOle flint-hearted pel'eoDS 
who went baok 'fOlantarily. III the yf!llllt following ibe 
great migraticm, oAly ninety nnr OOD18l'8 arriyed ill M890 
saoh1l88tb, ohiefty the mmilies of tIDe already theN; 
among them, loim Winthrop tile YOUllgef, eldMt lOa of 
the governor, and hardly Ieee distmgWshed titan his fa
ther iA the aDII.als of New Eagland; also JGIm Eliot, a 
young minister, afterward famous ... tile apostle of the 
Indiana. 

Tlte BroW1les, eo summarily sent home by Eudioott, 
had preferred ag.,iDst the oompany a olaim for damages, 
whioh had been referred to arbitrators, but remaiaed. un-

1632. 88ttled. They preeently joined with MortoB and others 
in a petition to the Privy Counoil; nor was it without 

. difficulty, and by dwelling with pecaliu emphasis on the 
benefits to trade and the fisheries likely to result from 
this new settlement, that the members of the company 
resident in Eagland. suooeeded in parrying these oom .. 
plaints. Arguments of this 80rt carried the more weight, 
from the stro~ interest the IriDg's govel'llIDBllt had in 
sustaining whatewr tended to increase the royal customs, 
especially now that it had been reaolvad to aall no more 
Parliaments. The infant ooloDy had found BIl UDexpeot.. 
ad ohampion in the yeteran John Smith, who published, 

1630. just before Iris death, a favorable deeoription of New En
gland, with a vindioatioa of the eoIonists from thOBe 

oharges of schism which already, at the moment of their 
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departure, were freely urged agaiDst them; chargee W CHAPTER 

whioh MorioD gpe a D6'W impulse by the publication of ~ 
his" New English Canaan." 1632. 

In virtue of the exteDsi-.e auUwrity oonfemld upon them 
at the first GeReral Court, the magiatratee bad exercised 
on several OOClMiOlll the power of levying taxes. They 
voted in tIlese 08Be8 a groat sum, apportioned to the tmvns 
aooordiDg to their estimated ability, IeaviDg each town to 
U88I8 aDd collect its .eparate proportion-tbe same meth-
od still follawed ill New Eng1and. Two suob rates, one 
for a oreek or eanal from Charles River W Newtown, 
which it was still propoeed to make the aapital of the 
colony, the other for f~ that town by a palisade, 
had ooouioned 80IDe opposition. The people of Water
'town reeol'Yed "that it was DOt safe w pay moneys after 
that sort, for fear of bringing themselves and their pqe. 
terity into boDdage." For this 'resistance·to authorifJ, Feb. 

they were had up before the magistrates, aDd were oblig-
ed to retract; but the next General Court took the mat- May 9. 

ter in hod, and an order was made for two deputies to 
be ohosen from eaoh plantation, to confer with the mag· 
istrates "about raising a oommon stock." Th6 tenure 
of oflioe, on the part of the aesiatanill, 'W88 expressly lim-
ited by this court to ODe yeU'. The choice of governor 
and deputy governor was also reassumed by the freemen, 
but it was agreed that they shoald always be ohosen from 
aJIlCIIDg the magistrates. In the exeroise of the rigbts 
thll8 vindiaated, the freemen were very moderate. There 
was little of change or rotation in the board of magistnltes; 
persoos once ohosen to it were never left out but for some 
extraordinary caU86. The seats at that board, whioh, 
notwithstanding the oharter number of eighteen, never 
exoeeded eight or ten, were held by a few leading per. 
80118, conspiOllOU8 for wealth and godliness, who remain. 
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OHAPTER ed substantially magistrates for life, with the important 
vu. check, however, that they might at any time be left out 

1632. by the freemen. The proposed oapital at Newtown was 

presently abandoned; Boston was agreed to be the "fit
test place for publio meetings of any in the bay," and a 
fort and bouse of correction were ordered to be built there. 

1633. , The next year, the fourth sinoe the great migration, 
several hundred settlers arrived; among them, John 
Haynes, "a gentleman of great, estate," and those godly 

\.---
ministers, Cotton, Hooker, and Stone. Cotton became 
colleague with Wilson over the Boston ohuroh. Hooker 
and Stone settled at Newtown, where a ohuroh was 
presentJy constituted, over which they were placed. A 
.new churoh had been gathered at Charlestown, and an
Dther at Roxbury, of whioh Eliot became teacher, and 
WeIde pastor. 

This influx of immigrants caused an increased de
mand for labor, and led the magistrates to renew an ex
periment they had onoe tried already of regulating the 
rate of wages. Carpenters, masons, and other mechan
ics were to have two shillings--forty-eight cents--per 
day, and find their own diet; ordinary workmen one 
and sixpence, 01 thirty-two cents. The workmen, thus 
restrioted, raised an outcry at the excessive oost of im
ported goods; and the magistrates, at their next session, 
'limited prioes at an advance of one third on the 008t of 
importation. Corn at this time was six shillings-near a 
dollar and a half-per bushel, at whioh rate it was a tender 
in payment of debts; but it soon sunk to three or four 
shillings. These attempts to regulate wages, though 
not very successful, were long persevered in; but it 
was presently left to the towns to fix the rates. The 
traders were less manageable ,than .the laborers, and the 
attempt to limit the price of goods was early abandoned., 
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As a terror to idlers, the constables, by another enaot- CJW>TER 

ment of this comt, were ordered to present all "common VIL 

coasters, unprofitable fowlers and tobaooo-takers"--one 1633. 
of many ineffectual attempts to .restrain the use of to-
bacco. Equally vain were the endeavors of subsequent 
courts to limit the excessive use of other luxuries -in food 
and apparel. Disappointed in the SUOO6SS of its legisla-
tion on these points, the court appealed to the elders for 
aid. Little, however, ~ done about it, "divers of 
the 'e1ders' wives,"as Winthrop informs us, "being in 
some measure partners in this disorder." 

By order of court, a market was set up at Boston, to 1634. 
be kept on Thursday, ·the weekly leoture-day for that March. 

town. Samuel Cole set up the first house of common 
entertainment, and Jdhn Cogan, merchant, the first shop. 
The narrow limits of the peninsula no longer IUffioed for 
this growing capital. The inhabitants already had farms 
in ·what is now Brookline, and a year afterward they 
"had enlargement" at RUJDDeY Marsh, now Chelsea, 
and also at Mount Wollaaton. But this latter planta. 
tion was soon made a separate town, and oalled Braintree. 

The small-pox having broken out among the Indians 
of New England, it spread from tribe to tribe, and com
mitted great ravages. The petty tribes in the immedi
ate vicinity of Massaohusetts Bay, the small remains 
left by former pesti1enoeB, were now almost exterminated 
by it. 

Muoh trouble had been experienoed from the tree
passes of swine on oultivated grounds. After several in
effectual regulations made by the magistrates, a new 
and harsher one, whioh authorized the killing of tres
passing animals, oooasioned a ferment, whioh led to an 
important constitutional ohange. Two delegates chosen April. 

by each town met, and requested a sight of the oharter; 
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CHAPTEll upon an examiDation of whioh, they ooncluded that the 
VIL legislative authority rested not with the magistrates, but 

1634. with the freetnea. On that point they asked the gov
ernor's opinion, who replied, that when the pateD.t was 
granted, it was supposed the freeID8ll would be so few, 
as in other like corporations, that all might well join. ill. 
makiDg laws; I»ut noW they were grown I!IO peat a 
body, that was jmpouible, and they mlllli ohoose others 
for that purpose. Yet the whole numl:ler of freemeu 
admitted smoe the transfer of the charter, iDo1ndjng 
.those made at the next court, was but a few more thaD. 

three hunched, aDd the "great body" which tbe gov
erDOr esteemed too unwieldy for 1egia1atioo did DOt ex.
ceed the preaat ordinary number of the Masaachwsetts 
Legislature. In the governor's opinion, "the oommons" 
were not yet famished with a body of men. adequate to 
the duties of legislation; be proposed,. however, the ap
poiutmeDt of a oeriain number yearly, not to make laws, 
ba.t to prefer grievances to the Court of Aaeistaots, 
whose consent might also be required to all assessments 
of money aDd grants of lands. 

The freemeu were not to be satiailed with any suoh 
May 14. rMtrioted power; and when. the General Court met, 

that body olaimed for it&elf, oder the oharier, the ad. 
mission of freemen, the oboosiDg of all principal oJIi08l'8, 
the making of laws, granting lands, raising money, and 
the revision, by way of appeal, of all oivil and oriminal 
pruoedures. By the terms of the charter, four Ge:aeral 
Courts were to be held. in a year. It was arranged, 
however, thai while all the freemen &8I8mbled annnally 
for the oboioo of officers, they should be represented in 
the other three courie by a body of delegates eleoted by 
the towns, "to deal on their behalf in the publio affairs 
of the Commonwealth," and for that purpose "to bave 

Digitized by Google 



SETT_LEMENT OF NEW ENGLAND. 199 

derived to tIlem. the full voice and power of aU the said ClW'TEa 

freemen." . VII. 

This political revobltioD YU naturally followed by a 1634 . 
. change in iller head of the govel'ADl8llt, though lOme ef
fort was mde tD prevent it. Pie~iOllS to the election a 
I8lIDOD was preeohed to the 8.1881Db1ed freemen,-a usage 
atill perpoiaated in the umual sermQll bebe the Gener
al Court of M....,huaett8. CoitoD, the new minister 
of Bost.oD, cWiY81ed on that oooasion -ibis doctrine, that 
a magi.straie ought not to be turned iato the OODditioa 
of a private man without juai 08WI8, and a publio trial 
on speoiDo charges, "no more than the magistrates may 
not tam a private man out of his freehcid without lib 
publio trial" This I81'IIlOD, however, did DOt prevent 
the freemen from. electing Deputy-govemor Dudley iato 
Winthrop's place. A jealousy betweea these two rival 
chiefs, which had. already displayed iiaelf OIL several ~ 
ouionB, rf"OOlDll\fllMM Dudley as the SDOO688Ol' of Win
throp, though he was not & whit more moderate in his 
DOtioDB of magisterial authority, and was aaturally of a 
much hanber and more exaoiiDg diapositioa. Dudley'. 
place as deputy wu filled by Ludlow. 

Yat CoitoD'. sermon was DOt entirely throWD away. 
Winthrop was still retaiJaed as an allliMaDt, 81 were all 
his oolleaguea. &me of them "were questioned for 
l!IOIIle errors in their govermnent," aDd lOJDe fiDes were 
impoeed; but these were remitted be1bre the court broke 
up. The ex-80Temor was a good deal mortUied at being 
oalled upoD for a statement of his aooounta, which he 
aeemed to regard, very UDneceaaari1y, as a reflection on 
his- integrity. This statement, promptly rendered and 
plaoed UPOD reoard at the ex-govemor's request, showed 
WiDibrop to bave heeD & ooDliderable loser by his office. 
During the continuance of the first charier, ~e station 
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CHAPTER of governor was rather one of honor than of profit, the 
vo. compensation voted from time to time never exceeding 

1634. three or four hundred dollars annually. 
Under Winthrop's four years' admipietration the infant· 

oolony had been firmly planted. Aheady there were 

seven ohurches, and eight prinoipal plantations, besides 
several smaller ones. Ferries had been established be
tween Boston, Charlestown, and WiPDjssimet; a fort had 
been . built at Boston; water-mills had been set up at 
Roxbury and Dorohester, and wind-mills at other places. 
~ bark of thirty tons, oalled the" Blessing of the Bay," 
had been built and rigged at Winthrop's expense, and 
another, the" Rebeoca," of sixty tons, at MedfOrd, where 
Cradook had a ,ship-yard-a branoh of business oarried 
on there from that day to this. A trade in corn and 
cattle had commenoed with Virginia, and an exohange 
of furs for West India goods. with the Dutch at Manhat
tan. This steadiness and perseverance soon made itself 
felt. The New England ohurches, unshackled by tra
ditionary institutions, and constructed, it was thought, 
on the pure Bible model, became the admiration and envy 
of the English Puritans; and, the first difficulties of the 
enterprise overcome, the tide of immigration was already 
pouring into Masaaobusetts Bay. 

The eastem coasts, meanwhile" had not been wholly 
negleoted. Mason and Gorges had made a partition of 

1629. their province of Laconia, and Mason had obtained, in 
his own name, a new and separate grant for that portion 
of it between the Merrimao and the Pisoataqua, extend
ing sixty miles into the interior. This new pro'rinoe 
was oalled. NEW HA1IP8BII1E, after the English county in 
whioh Mason lived.· For the advancement of the settle
ments on the Piscataqua, two companies had been formed, 
to whioh separate grants from the Counoil for New En.-
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gland were presently issued. The company for the upper CIW"J'D 
V1L 

plantation, or DOTer, was composed of west-of.England __ _ 
merchants; that for the lower plantation, or Portsmouth, 1630. 
of London merchants, with whom Mason and Gorges 
were partners." The same summer with the great emi-
gration to Massaobusetts Bay, Walter Neal was sent out 
as govemor of the lower plantation. In search of the 
great lakes of Canada, of which some rumor had been 
heard from the Indians, he penetrated inland almost to 
Lake Winnipi8eogee, but failed to open that luoratiTe 
for trade whioh his employers had b~. Mason and 
Gorges soon bought" out the other partners, and became 
the sole prcprietors of Portsmouth. The adventurers 
for the upper settlement, or most of them, sold out not 
long after to the Lords Say and Brooke, two Puritan n0-

blemen muoh engaged in plantation projects. 
The coast from the Pisoataqua to the Kennebec was 1629-

covered by six other patents, issued in the course ofthree 1631. 
years by the Counoil for New England, with the consent, 
doubtless, of Gorges, who was anxious to interest 88 many 
persons 88 possible in the projects of colonization, to whioh 
he was himself so muoh deToted. Several of these grants 
were for small tracts; the most important embraced an " 
extent of forty miles square, bordering on Caaoo Bay, and 
named LIGORIA. 'l'he establishments hitherto attempted 
on the eastem coast had been principally for fishing and 
fur trading; this was to be an agrioultural colony, and 
became familiarly known as the "Plow patent." A 
company was formed, and some settlers were sent out; 1631. 
but they did not like the situation, and removed to Mas
sachusetts. Another of these grants W88 the Pemaquid 
patent, a narrow traot on both sides of Pemaquid Point, 
where already were some settlers. PBIlIAQUID' remained 
an mdependent community for the next forty years. 
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CIW'TU The region granted to Sir William AleX&D.der, by the 
VIL 

___ Dame of Nova Scotia,. but whioh the FnDOh olaimed al&o 
1627. by the :oame of Acadie, had pused, along with CaJUlCia, 

into the baods of a joint-stock l1I8OOiation of FreDa mer· 
ohant&-The Htmdred Assooiates, or Company of Now 
France. The f'oolieh vanity of the favorite Buckingham. 
having brought about a war betweeD France and England, 
Sir William Alenader availed himself of the opportuDity 
to take foroible po88ession of the provinoe. He joined for 
that pwpoee with Sir David Kirk, or Xerlz, an adventur. 
ous refugee Hagaeaot, who took oommaad of a fleet of 
nine vessels, fitted out at their joint expenae. Having iD.. 

1628. tercepted the .npplial 88Ilt Qut by the Company of New 
France, and gained poeaeeaion of Port &yal, Kirk pro
oeeded toward Quebeo, where Champlain was still gov. 
ernor. Informed, however, of the approach of lOme other 
French ve888ls, sent by the company with 8Qpplils, he 
turned about to meet them. The equadrcma eJt001Ultered 

off the Bay of Gupe, and all the French V888ela were 
taken. The oext year, having first received the subJnia.. 
sion of lOme Frenoh settlers on the Island of Cape Bre
ton, Kirk uoended the St. Lawrenoe a seooad time. Cut 

1629. oft" from all owunUDioatioD with Franoe, aDd in distrees 
for provisioDS, Quebec, with ita etarTiDg inhabitants, 
about a hundred in Dumber, gladly surrendered But 
peace was already made in Europe; and under the trea.ty 
and the negotiations that followed it, not Canada only, 

1632. but Cape Breton and Aoadie, pueed again to the French. 
The limits of Aoadie toward the west were wbolly un· 

settled. Rauillai, appointed governor for the Company 
of New Franoe, had a grant of the river and bay of st. 
Croix j but he preferred to establish himaelf at La mve, 
on the exterior coast of the Aoadien peninsula. The 
people of Plymouth, enoouraged by their 8llooeaaful In. 
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dian trade at the Kennebec, had established a trading- CHAPTER 

house on the Penobsoot, and another still further east, VB. 

at Machias, almost at the entranoe of the Bay of Fundy. 1632. 
The trading-house at the Penobscot was soon visited and 
rifted by a Frenoh pinnace; that at Machias shared, the 
next year, the same fate; and notice was given by the 1633. 
Frenoh commanders that they would not allow English 
trade or setilemeaio _y where eastward of P.aaquiil 
Point, a promontory aboni half way from the PenoiJeoot 
to the Kemaebec. The Frea.oh W8m not cmly male iD. 
Vade, bllt, what was 'WOl'8e, they were papists, aad tIas 
people of Ma.ssaohuetia feared they might prme but " ill 
Deighbore. " 

Their commeroe thl18 oartailed towud the eastward, 
the people ef Plymouth, DOhrithstandi:ag the refusal of 
M~ to oo-operate with them, and diaregarding 
the potelta and threats of the Dutch, eetailliabed a trad-
ing post on Conneotiout Rinr, as lJ!IeIItioned in a previ- Sept. 

0U8 ohapter. Sinoe the I8ttJement of Massaolmaetis Bay, 
• the ailment and enterpriBmg oolony of New Plymouth 

had reoei~ed OOII.8iderable aooeseicms, though it still re
maiDed. as it always did, far inferior to ita younger 
neighllor. 
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CHAPTE R VIII. 

SE'M'LEMENT OF MARYLAND. PROGRESS OF VIRGINIA. 

CH~~ IT ....:as not Puritan nonconformists alone who were 
__ exposed to peneoution in England. The Catholics, at 

the other end of the religious eoaIe, in numbers and 
means a formidable body, including many of the anoient 
nobility, were watched with even greater jealousy, and 
subjected to far severer penalties. The Catholics con
stituted from the beginning what the Puritans came to 
do only by degrees, not a religious sect merely, but a p0-

litical party, an inevitable consequence of the supposed 
neoessity, in thoee times, of maintaining a llDity of reli. 
gious faith. It wu not toleration, but supremacy, for 
whioh Catholics and Puritans alike sought; while the 
Churoh of England, for the maintenance of her own su
premaoy, struggled equally against both. As against 
tha Catholics, she was "sustained, and, indeed, constantly 
instigated to new severities by the Puritans, who looked 
upon the anoient faith and its professors with mingled 
feelings of hatred and terror, of whioh it is not easy, at 
this time, to form any very adeqnate idea. In those 
feelings the great mass of the English people strongly 
sympathized. The terrible times of "Bloody Mary," 
yet fresh in the publio recolleotion; the famous Spanish 
Armada, fitted out for the express purpose of carrying 
into effect the pope's sentence of excommunioation and 
deposition against Elizabeth; the repeated outbreaks of 
the Catholio nobles during her time, and, still more re
cently, the foolish and fanatical gunpowder plot; the 
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Catholio reaction whioh had been going on for many CHAPTER 
VDI. 

years on the Continent under the infiuence of the Jean-__ _ 
its, resulting at last in a war whioh threatened the Prot-
estant prinoes of Germany with extinction; the proba-
bility that the English Catholics might receive aid from 
the Continent to re-establish their religion by force; 
more than all, the evident inolination of James and 
Charles, in common with most of the Protestant sover-
eigns of that age, to moderate the severity of the penal 
laws against the Catholics, as one step toward some sort 
of arrangement or undel'8tanding with the pope-&ll these 
oaU888 combined to inflame the minds of the Puritans, and 
while they oried out against the exacting tyranny of the 
bishops, they oried out not less loudly for the strict enforoe-
men~ of the penal laws against the Catholics. So far 
as persecution was concemed, the Catholics had even 
stronger inducements to emigrate than the Puritans. 

About the beginning of James's reign, George Calvert, 1604. 
a gentleman of Yorkshire, a graduate of Oxford, bad been 
appointed, by the favor of Sir Robert Cecil, to a subordi-
nate bffioe in the state department. After years of -serv-
ice, he was knighted, and made olerk of the Privy Coun- 1619. 
oil; and, finally, he rose to the office of Secretary of State. 
Calvert was originally a secret Catholio, or he gradnally 
became one; but, so long as he remained in office, it was 
necessary to conceal his opinions. A member, from the 
beginning, of the Virginia Company, he was early inter-
ested in American colonization. Presently he resolved to 
try an experiment of his own, and for that purpose ob-
tained the grant of Avalon, on the southeast ooast of the 
island of Newfoundland, where, a year or two after the 1622. 
settlement of the Pilgrims at Plymouth, he began a lit-
tle colony oalled Ferryland. 

With the rapid growth of the Puritan party~ the cry 
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CIlAPTEIl against the CathoJills became louder and louder. Cal. 
VIII. vert presently resigned his offioe, aDd, with a frankne88 

whioh must be taken as proof of hiB siJ1oerity, he avowed 
his adherence to the Catholio iBith. But this avowal did 

1625. not destroy his favor at court; 1Or, IOOD after, in reward 
of his past l8J'Vioes, he was cnated an Iri8h peer, with 
the title ·of Lord. Baltimore. . Calvert twioe visited his 
colony in Newfoundland; but that regiGB, cold and ster· 
ile, wu not only liable to the opposiag olaims of the 
Freneh and 8pu.isb, whose fishing vessels, for a oentury, 
had frequented ~hat ooast, but tIl8I'e 'WM even danger of 
collision with the EDgIish fiehennen, who insisted on the 
free use of all the ebores and harbors, ana regarded with 
hostile eyea all preteJUJioDs ~ exolusive poesession. 

Ha'ring foand out, by inspeotiOD and. reeidenoe, the die. 
advantages of hie NewfoUDdland pnmnoe, Lord Balti. 

1628. more, about the time of Endicott's settlement at Salem, 
paid a visit to Virginia, 'Where, however, he 'Was not very 
hospitably reoeil'ed. Under a 8'landing law of the 0010-
ny, the Oath of Supremaoy was tendered to him an oath 
pmpoeely 80 contrived that no OOIUKlienti01J8 Catholio "could 
take it. Nor did he even esoape personal iD811lt. The 
Protestant feeling was evidently too strong in Virginia 
to make it a desirable residence for" Catholio immigrants. 
But there was a large, UDoooUpied region north of the 
Potomac, rmd Baltimore euily obtained from Charles I. 
the grant of a province, to whioh, in honor of the queen, 
Henrietta Maria, he gave the name of MARYLAND. 

The Potomac, with a line due east from its mouth, 
BCrOl8 Chetapeake Bay and the peninsula oa1led the east
ern shore, formed the southern boundary of this new prove 
inoe; OIl the east it bad tbe ooean and Delaware nay; 
on the north, the fortieth degree of latitude, the 80uthern 
boundary of the great New England patent; and, on 
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tiae west, a line due north from the westermJJ08t head of CBAPTD 
VIU. 

the Potomao. Before the patent had passed all the nee-__ 
eeaary fonnalities, Lord Baltimore died; but the charter 1632. 
was iamed, ill the terms pnmously agreed upon, to his 
eon and heir Ceoilill8, who zealously de'foted himself to July 20. 

earry oat his father's plana. This charter, carefnlly 
drawn tmder the iDIJpeotion of the first Lonl Baltimore, 
beoame a model, in moet respeo4ll, for all American ohar-
ters 8ubeequently granted. It oreated the grantee and 
his heirs ~'true and absolute lords anti proprietors" of the 
province, with all the right. of a sepuate, thmtgh subor-
dinate jurisdiotioD, appertaiDiDg, under the English Jaw, 
to a County Palatine. The proprietary bad "free, full, 
ad absolute power" to enact all neoeesary laws, not, how-
8ger, wi1hout "the advice, 00D8eDt, aDd approbation of 
the beemen of the provinoe," or their represeuta.tives oem-
voked in general I.I88mbly-tbe first provision in any , 
American patent for seouriDg to the oolollists a share iD. 
legislation. No similar olause was found in either the 
Virginia, the New England, or the Massachusetts ohal"ters. 
All laws thus to be made must, however, be "ooDlOaant 
to re8llOD, and not repugnant ~r oontrary, but, 80 far as 
oonveniently might be, oonaonant to the laws of England" 
:....an important restriotion upon looallegislation, imposed 
alike upon all the oolonies. Of his own mere authority 
the proprietary might establish "fit and wholesome or
dinanoes," provided they conformed to English law, and 
did not extend to life or member, nor aiieot any interest 
in freehold, goods, or chattels--a limitatioa whioh restrict
ed this power within very Darrow limits. He was au
thorized, also, to establish necessary tribunals, civil and 
criminal, ad had the patronage and advowson of all 
churches, the right of erecting places of worship, to be' 
oonseorated according to the "ecclesiastical law of En-
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CHAPTER gland," and power, also, to incorporate oities, and grant 
VIIL 

___ titles of honor. The right of emigrating to the province, 
1632. and the enjoyment there, by them and their posterity, of 

all the privileges of native-born EnglishDlen, were secured 
to all English subjects, "except such to whom it shall be 
expressly forbidden." Whatever might have been the in
tentions of Lord Baltimore, or the favorable disposition 
of the king, there was no guarantee in the oharter, nor, 
indeed, the least hint of any toleration in religion not au-

o thorized by the law of England. The introduction of 
suoh a provision, especially in favor of the hated Catho
lics, would have been altogether too abhorrent to English 
prejudices. 

1633. Even as it was, this oharter encountered a warm op-
position, at the head of whioh was William Clayborne, 
secretary, and one of the Counoil of Virginia. Origin
ally a land surveyor, Claybome had been employed in 
the exploration of Chesapeake Bay, and had thus been 
led into speoulations for trade with the Indians. He 
had induced some persons of influenoe in England to 
join him, and by their aid had obtained a royal lioense 
for "trading in all those parts for whioh patents of sole 
trade had not already been granted." Under this lioense 
he had established a post on the Isle of Kent, in the Ches
apeake, and another at the mouth of the Susquehanna, 
both within the ohartered limits of Maryland. Clay
bome and his associates questioned the legality of a grant 
thus likely to interfere with their license. On this point 
they obtained a hearing before the Privy Counoil, whioh 
decided, however, to leave Lord Baltimore to his patent, 
and the complainants to the course of law. Orders at 
the same time were sent to Virginia for a good under
standing between the two oolonies, and that neither 
should entertain fugitives from the other. 
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Under the leadership of Leonard Calvert, a natural son CHAPTER 

of the first Lord Baltimore, several Catholio gentlemen, VUL 

with their indented Servants, embarked for Maryland, in 1633. 
two ships, the Ark and Dove. Like the first' settlers of Nov. 

Virginia, they proceeded by way of the West Indies, and 
spent th~ winter at Barbadoee and ,St. Christopher's, then 
recently oOOupied by English colonists. Early in the 
following year they arrived in the Ch~peake, where 1634. 
they met a CO~8 reception from Harvey, the govern.. Feb. M. 

or of Virginia. On the northern shore of the Potomao, 
not far from its mouth, Calvert found, on' the banks of a 
little tributary stream, an Indian village, whioh the in
hahitants, through fear of their enemies, the Susquehan-
1lU, were about to desert. By an arrangement made 
with these Indians, the newly-arrived colonists at onoe 
oooupied the, town, to whioh they pioll8ly gave the name 
of 8t. Jt[arg'8, and on .the old Indian fields they raieed 
that same season an abundant orop of com. 

The ~e was presently dispatched to Massachusetts August. 

with a cargo of this OOl'Dj to exoh~ for fish. She oar-
ried a friendly letter from Calvert, and anothfll' from Har-
vey; but the roagistra~ were rather suspioious of a 
people who" did set up IIl888 openly." Some of the crew 
were aooused of' reviling the inhabitants of Ma88fi.ohu~ 
setta as "holy brethren," "the members," &0., and, just 
as the ship was about to. sail, the supercargo, happening 
on shore, was arrested, in order to compel the master to 
give up the culprits. The proof failed, and the vessel 
was suffered to depart, but not without a special oharge 
to the master" to bring no more suoh disordered persons." 

Meanwhile the quarrel with Clayborne was coming to 
a head. He was aoo1l86d of spreading reports among the 
Indians unfavorable to the new colony, and he' even car
ried his hostility so far as to fit out a pinnace, under color 

I. () 
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CHAPTBR of his exolusive rights of trade, with orders, it was said, 
VUL 

__ to oapture all wafler craft belonging to the Maryland col. 
1630. onists. This crui8er was pursued. by two armed boats 

from St. Mary's, and a miniatore uval engagement fo!' 
lowed, in whioh 98'Veral men were killed and the officers 
of dle pinnaoe made pn.oDfllS. The Isle of I(:ent was 
taketl possession of by the notorious Marylanders. Clay
bome, who esoa.ped to. Virginia, was olaimed by Calvert 
as a fugitive. from jnstice; but Harvey thought proper 
to send. him to EnglaDd. 

The VirginiUl8 looked upon the Maryland coloniaQ 
as intruders, and the grant of that province aa an en
croachment. They were inclined, themore, to tab 
sides with Clayborne. Harvey, the govaraor, was un
popular on other accounts, especially by reason of certain 
grants of land, as to whioh he was acotued of mvoriiiam. 
He was suspeDded from office by the oounoi1, and, on 

.April 211. petition of many inhabitants, an assembly was ~ed to 
receive complaints against him. Harvey agreed to go 
to England to answer such oharges as might be laid be

fore the king, and John West was appobated by the ooUD
oil to act as govemor in the interval. The pereons sent 
home to aoouse Harvey were not even admitted to a 

1636. hearing, and the deposed govemor returned to Virginia 
with a new oommjlllion, under which· he remained in 
office three or· four years longer, till at length he WM 

1639. 8Uperseded. by Sir Francis.Wyatt. .) 
Maryland, meanwhile, continued to reoeive additional 

settlers, though not in any ooasiderable numbers. :Be
sides liberal grants to thOll8 already there, the proprietary 
promised to all new 00Ill81'8 a thoasaud scree of land for 
6Very five men transported to the colony, iheee grants to 
be erected into manors, to be held at a yeuly rent of 
twenty sbiUiJlSS for every thousand acres, payable in 
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commodities, Immigrants of less means were promised CHAPTER 

drad £0' 1 . VIII. a hun ames r themse ves, 8.8 many more for their __ _ 
wives, a hundred for each man servant, fifty for eaoh 1636. 
ohiId, and the same for eaoh maid servant, to be held at 
a like rent. Through these quit-rents the proprietor 
hoped to derive some return for his heavy outlays, whioh 
amounted in the two mst y~s of the oo1ony to £40,000, 
or about ,192,000. 

, I 
Already an Il88eIIlbly had been held, and a body of 1635. 

laws had been enacted; bat these the proprietary had 
rejected OIl the ground that, under the charter, the in. 
,itiative in legislation belonged to him. He presently 
sent over a set of statutes drawn up by himself, to be 
laid before a second assembly; but that body declined 1638. 
to admit the initiative olaimed by the proprietary, or to 
sanction his proposed laws. Clayborne's officers, cap-
tured in the sea.fight, were tried before this assembly 
for murder, and found guilty. Clayborne himself W8.8 

attainted, and his property at Kent Island confiscated. 
Lord Baltimore baving yielded the disputed point of 

the initiative, a third assembly was held, at whioh the 1639. 
first statutes of Maryland were enacted. This assembly 
was composed parily of deputies from the several hundreds 
into whioh the oolony had been divided, and partly of in. 
dividuals specially summoned by the governor. The first 
business was an act "establishing the House of Assem-
bly," which confirmed the constitution of that body 88 

above desoribed-a constitution whioh remained in folOe 
88 long as Maryland continued a colony, except that sub
sequently those oa1Jed by speoial summons sat apart 88 

an upper bouse, with a negative on the deputies. Yet 
the individual right of each freeman to be present in the 
assembly W8.8 but gradually disused. At this very ses-

sion, and also in subsequent assemblies, individuals were 
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CHAPTER admitted to take their seats in person, on the gronnd of 
VIll. non-assent on their part to the appointment of burgesses 

1639. from those hnndreds to whioh they belonged. 
After thus legalizing its own Constitution, and adopt

ing oertain rules of proceeding, the assembly took in hand 
a number of bills establishing a system of mnnioipallaw. 
These bills were carried forward to their last stage, but, 
for some reason whioh does not appear, they did not re
oeive the final assent of'the assembly. An act' was 
passed instead, in sixteen short sections, a sort 'of re
oapitulation of those bills, but less precise and exact. 
Among these unpassed bills was one relating to orimes 
and . punishments, which deserves notice, as throwing 
some light on the manners and opinions of the colonists. 
This bill oreated, besides treasons, whioh· were very 
comprehensive, fourteen felonies punishable with death. 
Among them, assault upon the governor, or any judge, 
attended with bloodshed j giving or selling guns or pow
der to the Indians, or teaohing them their use j polyg
amy j saorilege j idolatry j soroery and blasphemy, de
fined to be "a cursing or wioked speaking of God:" the 
punishment in the last three cases to be by burning. 
Seven' otlier felonies were enumerated, for whioh the of
fender was to suffer death by hanging, "except he can 
read olerk-like, and then he shall lose his hand, or be 
burned in the hand or forehead with a red-hot iron,' and 
forfeit his land and goods." This was" the benefit of 
olergy" borj-owed from the English law. One of these 
felonies to whioh "book was allowed" was "stealth of 
one's self, whioh is the unlawful departure of a servant 
out of servioe, or out of the colony, without the privity 
or consent of the master or mistress." The act of a sub
sequent assembly made this offense capital on the first 
conviotion. Among the inferior offenses enumerated in 
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these bills, and made punishable by impriaonment, fine, CHAPTER 

or whipping, were "withdrawing one's self out of the VIIL 

province to reside among any Indians not Christianized j" 1639. 
fornication; adultery; not making proper provision, of 
food, lodging, or olothing for servants, or not fulfilling 
contracts with them; disobedience or negl~ct on the 
part of servants; . working on the Lord's day, or other 
holy days; eating fiesh in Lent, or on other days wherein 
it is prohibited by the law of England; giving false 
alarms, or not answering an alarm. 

The law actually passed made no such specific provis
ions. For crimes extending to life or member, the of. 
fender was to be first indioted, and then tried by a jury 
of "twelve freemen at the least ;" the court,whioh con· 
sisted of the govemor and counoil, to inffiot suoh punish. 
ment as they might think the offense deserved. In oivil 
oases the governor was sole judge, with the &88istance, 
however, of suoh counselors as he saw it to oall in. 
He was to do justice according to the laws and "lauda. 
ble usages" of the province; and when other mle was 
wanting, the law of England was to govem. For the 
convenience of the people .at the Isle of Kent, the com· 
mander there was authorized to hold oivil and criminal 
courts in the ~vemor's stead; and monthly or county 
courts, like those of Virginia, we!e presently established 
for the bene1i.t of the' rest of the province. The probate 
of wills and granting of administrations was given to the 
secretary. The assembly itself, as in Virginia and New 
England, remained the final court of appeal. When the 
goods of a oreditor were not suffioient to pay his debts, 
they were to be sold" at an outCry," and the proceeds 
to be distributed, in the ratio of their respective olaims, 
among the oreditors "inhabiting within the province." 
This exolnsion of foreign oreditors was borrowed from 
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CHAPTER Virginia, in which provinee they could not even 811e ex. 
VIU. oept for the price of goods BOld to be transported thitheao. 

1639. Debts due the proprietary, and fees of public offioers, 
were entitled, however, to priority of payment; but those 
ClOlltracted for "wines and strong waters" were only to 
come in after all others were fully paid. Every peraon 
employed in planting tobacco was required to plant and 
tend two acres of com. Provision was made for building 
a water-mill at the public expense. 

It was provided in this same act, in' the words of 
Magna Charta, that "Holy Church within this province 
shall have all her rights and liberties." As, the proprie. 
tor and most of the colonists 'Were Catholics, it must have 
been the' Catholic Church that was meant. Yet it was 
no part of Lord Baltimore's plan to estab1ieh an exclu
sive Catholic colony. A proelamation of the govemor 
had expre.ssly prohibited "all maseasonable disputatiOD8 
in point of religion, tending to the disturbance of the 
pUblic peace and quiet of the colony, and to the opening 
of faction in religion j" and under this proclamation one 
William Lewis, a zealous Catholic, for his abuae of a 
book of ProU18tant sermons, which certain indented serv
ants delighted to read, and forbidding them to read it, 
had been fined, and obliged to give seourity to keep the 
peace. It was quite as much as the state of feeling in 
England would permit that the public exeroise of the 
Catholic religion should be allowed in the colony; it 
never would have been endured that Protestantism should 
be exoluded. Baltimore was no zealot; his great ob
ject was to procure settlers, and he preeently sent agents 
for that purpose, though without SUOC88l, even to Puri
tan New England. 

The large quantities of tobacco produced in Barbadoes, 
Antigua, and the other English settlements in the WeSt 
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Indies, added to the inoreased orop of Virginia and Mary. CUAPTEIt 
VIIL 

land, had reduced the price of this staple to threepenoe, __ _ 
about six cents, per pound. Alarmed at this reduction, 1639. 
the Virginia Assembly made fresh efforts, by diminisb. 
ing the quantity, to raise the value. In order to bring 
dcmn the total produce for the year to a million and a 
half of pounds. half the orop was ordered to be burned, 
and the crops of the two suooeeding years were to be 
kept still smaller. But tobaooo was the ourrenoy as 
well 8.8 the staple of the oolony, and to obviate the diffi. 
oulty in paying debts likely to arise from this diminish .. 
ed production, all Oleditora were required to take forty 
pounds for the hundred, and to be oontent, "during the 
stint," with receiving two thirds even of that reduced 
amount. Su:oh was the first .Amerioan stop law. The 
tobaooo made the next year was uot to be sold for less 
than a sbjJljng a pound, Dor tbat of the suooeeding orop 
for less than two shillinga, under pain of forfeiture. How 
this scheme succeeded we are Dot informed. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

PROGRESS OF MASSACHUSETTS. CONNECTICUT. PROVl· 
DENCE. RHODE ISLAND. NEW HAVEN. NEW SOMERSET. 
MAINE. 

CHAPTER IMMEDIATELY after the election in· Massachusetts, 
IX. at which the freemen had reclaimed their rights of legis-

1634. lation, three deputies from each of the eight prinoipal 
May. plantations took their seats with the magistrates, and this 

first representative oourt proceeded to the enactment of 
some important laws. The session was held in the B0s
ton meeting.house, and lasted three days. It was or .. 
dered that jurors· be seleoted in eaoh town, and that all 
cases involving life or banishment be tried by jury or by 
the General Court. Rejecting that system of poll taxa. 
tion whioh prevailed in Virginia, all rates and publio 
oharges were to be levied " according to every man's es
tate, and with oonsideration of all other his abilities, and 
not according -to the number of his persons." A sea.fort 
was ordered to be built, to oommand the entrance into 
Boston harbor. The regulations respeoting trespassing 
swine--the immediate cause of the late political ohange-
were repealed, and this. matter was left to the several 
towns. It proved, however, an embarrassing subjeot, and 
was often afterward before the oourt. The next year the 
practice of impounding stray animals was introduced, 
muoh the same as exists at present. The year after, 
a special officer, called a "hog.reave," was ordered to be 
.elected in each town, to look after those animals; but 
frequent ohanges afterward in the law upon this subject 
showed how diffioult it was to reconoile the oonffioting 
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interests of the com-growers and the pig-owners. A CHAPTER 
IX. 

small matter, this, for history, bu.t why smaller than other __ _ 
like con1liots of interest, of whioh 80 muoh of our politics 1634. 
00D8ists ? 

While the court was still sitting, six "great ships" 
arrived, "with store of passengers and cattle," followed 
within a month by fifteen more. John Humphrey, one 
of the original patentees of the colony, but who had hith
erto remained at home, came out in one of these ships, 
with his wife, the Lady Susan, bringing with him a' quan
tity of ordnance, muskets, and powder, a present from 
"godly people in England," who began now" to appre
hend a special band of God in raising this plantation." 
He brought, also, "proposition~ from some persons of 
great quality and estate, and of special note for piety," 
evinoing an intention, if certain points were conceded, of 
joining the Musaohusetts colonists. 

To all friends, indeed, of oivil and religious freedom, 
the state of things in England was exoeedingly discour
aging. La~ and the perfidious Wentworth, fit instru
ments of despotism, carried every thing their own way; 
and the king's proolaimed resolution to oall no more 
Parliaments seemed to leave but little hope of redress. 
The Lords 8ay and. Brooke, already mentioned, with 
Hampden, Pym, and others, who aoted, a few years later, 
80 oonspicuous a part in English affairs, had obtained 
from the Earl ofWarwiok a conveyance of all that vaot 1631. 
of New England, extending westward from Narragan- Mar. 17. 

set River a hundred and .twenty miles along the ooast, 
and thence to the Paoifio. By what right Warwiok 
made this conveyance does not distinotly appear. It was 
subsequently alleged by the people of Conneotiout that 
he had a grant from the Council for New England, and 
a oharter from the king; but no slIch documents are now 
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ClW'TBa in existence, and probcLbly never were; at least, DO such 
IX. charter. Whatever the title of these lords and gentle-

1634. men might be, they entertained the project of removing 
to America, and of uniting themselves with the Maasa
chusetts· colony. But their ideas of government, 88 we 
shall presently see, did not correspoDti with thoee preva
lent in Ma8ll8cll1uetts. 

At the same time came other leIS agreeable De'WL 

Notwithstanding a detailed answer by the magistrates to 
the complaints of Morton and others, ud exoulpatory oar
tificates from the old planters, sent home the year before, 
a new petition to the Privy Council, on the part of Mor
ton aDd his lUIIOOiates, had led to very alarming proceed
iDgB. The Counoil for~ew England, 8W1llllOlled to an
swer to this petition, as being in some sort responsible 
for the general oversight of all the territories within their 
patent, not only disclaimed having any hand in the mat
ters complained of; but added new and serious oharP.' 
of their own. They aooWJed the Maseaohusetts Com
pany of having " surreptitiously obtained a grant of lands 
previously conveyed to others," whoee tenants and rep
relleDtaiiv88 they had "thrnst out;" for whioh lands, 
without the privity of the Counoil for New England, they 
had obtained a royal oharter, "whel'8by they wholly ex
oluded themselves from the pnblio government of the 
oounoil authorized for thoee affairs, and ,made themselves 
a free people, and 80 framed unto themselves both new 
laws and new conoaits of matters of religion, and forma 
of eoolesiastioal aDd temporal orders and government; 
pDDiAAjng diverse that would not approve thereof, some 
by whipping, and others by burning their houses over 
their beads, aDd some by banishing, and all this partly 
UDder other preteD8e8, though, indeed, for no other call88 
lave only to make themselves abeolute masters of the 
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country, and 11llOOIl8Oionabie in their DeW laW8." The CllAPTn 

Council fur New EDgland repreaented themeelves aa IX. 

wholly unable to redresI theee . grievmoee, and they 1634. 
humbly referred the whole matter to their 10ldshipe of 
the Privy CotIJlOil, to take mob steps "aa might beet 
sort with their wisdomS;" upon which :reference their 
lordships saw "a DeOeI8ity for his majelty to take the 
whole businesa into his own hand •• " 

A CmmnilBion, with Laud at ita head, had been 
also appointed, to whioh was given fall· power over the 
Amerioan plantatiODB to revile the laws, to regulate the 
Churoh, and to revoke eharters. The members of the 
Massaolmsetts Company resident in England had been 
called upon by this oommi88ion ., deliver up their pat
ent, and Cradook had written to have it &eDt over. It 
had e~en been proposed to stop the ships boUJ1d for Mas
saoh1186tts-e. measure only prevented by the urgeaoy 
of the merohants who owned them. A letter from Mor
ton to one of the dId planters was oommunicated to the 
magistrates, in whioh he alleged that a governor general 
for New England 'W8I already oommjasi,oAed. 

This news produced the greatest alarm. The magis
trates, with diver. of the elders, met forthwith at Caatle July. 

Island, at the entrance· of the inner harbor of Boston, 
and agreed upon the ereotion of a fortification there, aad 
to advanoa the means themselves until the meeting of 
the General Court. Dudley and Winthrop wrote private 
letters of interoession to England, while the governor and 
assistants, in a public letter to O:adook, exouaed t'bem
selves for not sending over the patent, &8 no steps oould 
be taken in a matter 80 important before the meeting of 
the General Court. 

When that body came together, it took active meu- sept. .. 
urea for defeD8e. Money was voted for the fort in :so.. 
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CBA.PTD ton harbor; the fort in the town was oldered to be 
IX. 

___ armed; other furta were to be commenced .at Dorchester 

1634. and Charlestown; and power was given to impress labor. 
ers for the ptirpo8e. A oannoneer was appointed, and 
overseers of powder and shot; military watches were or· 
dered to be kept in all the towns; and Dudley, Winthrop, 
Haynes, Humphrey, and Endioott were appointed oom· 
missioners "to oonsult, direct, and give oommand for the 
managing and ordering of any war that might befall for 
the spaoe of a. year next ensuing, and till further order." 

In the midst of these preparations, a dangerous dis
pute as to the extent of their respeCtive powers broke out 
between the magistrates and the deputies. In the course 

1633. of the previous year, Oldham, the Indian trader, with 
three oompanions, had traveled over land as far sa the 

f 
Dutch and Plymouth trading.houses on the Connecti-
out, and had brought baok very flattering reports pf that 
oountry. The peOple of Newtown, dissatisfied wi-th their 
situation, had sent explorers thither, and they now asked 
permission of. the .court to remove and settle there. It 
was objected, however, that suoh a removal would be a 
violation of their oaths as ·freemen, by which they were 
bound to seek the welfare of the "commonwealth," still 
weak, and now in· danger of being assailed. Perils from 
the Dutch and the Indians were also alleged, and the 
danger of settling without a patent beyond the limits of 
the Massaoh~tts charter. Nor were more mystical rea· 
sons wanting. " The removal of a candlestiok is a great 
judgment, whioh ought to be avoided." These arguments 
decided a majority of the magistrates against granting 
permission; but a majority of the deputies, amounting 
to a majority of the whole court, were inclined the other 
way. Were the magistrates, under these oircumstances, 
entitled to a negative? The dispute on this point grew 
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very warm, and the session was adjourned. When the CBAPTER 

court reassembled, Cotton preached a sermon in favor IX. 

of the magistrates' negative; "and it pleased the Lord 1634. 
so to assist him, and to bl888 his own ordinance, that the 
affairs of the court went on cheerfully'" The Newtown 
petitioners, upon promi8e of certain neighboring lands, 
were induced to forego their project of removal, and the 
necessity of deciding the disputed question of authority 
was ihus for the time avoided. 

Stoughton, one of the deputies, not content thus to 
let the matter rest, circulated a small treati8e in manu-
soript, in which he argued against the magistrates' nega-
tive, and a1ao maintained that the office of govemor was 
merely miniSterial; and for this effense he was presently 
summoned before the magistrates. Not finding the sup- 1630. 
port he had expected from the deputies, he desired "that March. 

the said book might forthwith be bumed as weak and 
offensive." Even this humble submission did not save 
him, for the court imposed, as an additional punishment, 
incapacity for three years to hold oiice. 

In the case of :tWger Williams had occurred a pre
vious instance of like magisterial interference with free
dom of opinion. That zealous young minister, after a 
two years' residence at Plymouth, had returned to Salem, 1633. 
where, though not in any office, he "exercised by way . 
of prophecy" to the acceptance and edification of the 
Church. During his late residence at Plymouth, Will
iams . had presented to the magistrates there a manu
script treatise, in whioh he had. denied any vflidity in a 
royal patent, especially from suoh kings as the present 
one and his father, to give title to lands in America. 
Called:" upon by the magistrates of Massachusetts, who ' 
still regarded. him with some suspioion, to produce a copy 
of this treatise, in which treason was thought to lurk, 
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CHAPTER Williams had written a' submissive. letter, in whioh he 
IX. offered his book, or any part of it, to be burned. In the 

1634. light of this letter, the o1£ensive pusages appeared" very 
obaome, and to admit of doubtful interpretation;" and 

January. the magistrates, after coD811ltation with Cotton and Wil. 
son, agreed to puB iDe matter over upon Williams's tak. 
ing the oath of allegiance to the king. Soaroely, how. 
ever, had he escaped from this diffiouliy, when his un· 
compromising zeal involved both himself md Endicott in 
&Ilotber. Jwrt before the late alarming news from En. 
glaDd, Williame had persuaded Endicott, the military 
commander at Salem, to out from his colors the red 01'08S. 

Soruples on the subject of this oroes in the oolors were by 
no means confined toEDdioott and Williams. It was 
commonly esteemed in Mauacbuaetts "a relic of anti. 
Christ," a popiah symbol_voring of superstition, and not 
to be countenanced by Christian men. But would DOt 
suoh a defacement, especially at this crisis, assume the ap
pearance of an open renUDOiation of the king's authority! 

1635. A complaint was presently lodged with the magis
January. trates, who oalled in the elders to advise, not only as to 

the oross in the colors, but as to the general polioy to 
be adopted in the present threatening aspect of affairs. 
It was agreed unAnimously by the elders, that if a gov. 
ernor general were sent aTer, he ought not to be ao
cepted j and that the colonists ought to defeDd "their 
lawful poMeI8ions," forcibly if they could, or if too weak 
for that, by "avoidanoe and delays." The question of 
the 01088 ill the colors proved more diffioult of solution, 

March. and was re!erred. to the D6xt General Court. That court 
May. also postponed it, and meanwhile the commisSioners for 

military aft'airs ordered all the colors to be laid aside. 
May. 8el'eral new members having been added to that com· 

miBsiOD, it was DOW intrusted with entire control over the 
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military atray of the ooIony, with authority to make war CB.lPTEB 

either offensive or defensive, aad to imprison, or, in oase LIt. 

of resistance, to put to death "my that they shall judge 1636. 
to be enemies of the -Commonwealth." This diotatorial 
power, wisely limited till the next oourt, was renewed 
at several snooeasive .,sslons. The governor was -to 
have a guard of six. men with halberds and IWOIde. A 
beacon, to be fired in oase of alarm, wu ordered to be 
set up on Sentry Hill, in Boston. An oath of fidelity 
to the Commmpealth waa imposed upon all reeicJ.t 
non-freemen, anel trade with my ships was prohibitA!ld , 
without leaTe of the magistrates. The ,eharge of diet-
iDg the atBistanta and deputiea during the general oooris 
was ordered to be paid out of the publio treamry. Fines 
were impoeed for ab8enee &om pnblio worship. Grand 
juries were ordered to be appointed twice a year, to gi'98 
iDformation of all bJea.ches of orders. 

This court was no sooner over th&IJ, Williams found 
himself a fourth time in trouble. He denied the lawful. 
D88I of the oath imposed on the DOD-freemen, 'OR the 
ground, it would seem, of the sinfalneee of joiDiag with 
the unregenerate in my religious aot. He alllO ques
tioned the law compelling attendance on publio worship. 
Amid aU his whimsies, the vigorous intelleot of Williams 
Ilad seized the great idea of what he called" soul-llberty," 
the inviolable freedom of opinion, that is, 011. the subject 
of religion--an idea at that time wholly novel, but which, 
by its gradual zeoeption, has wrought, in the oourae of 
two centuries, 8'O.ob JeJDarkable ohanges in Christendom. 
So alarming a heresy was not suffered to gO loog unre-

buked. Being sent for by the nmgiatrates, Williams was April 30, 

"heard. before aU the mi.nisters, and very oIearly con-
futed." Endicott was at first ino1ined to IUpport him, 
bqt fiDally ," gave place to the truth." 

.' " ... 
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CHAPTER At the Court of Elections, a few days after, the free. 
IX. 

___ men t.>llowed up the doctrine of rotation in offioo by 
1630. choosing Haynes as governor, a ohoice agreed upon by 
May 6. deputies from the towns, who came together for that pur. 

pose previously to the meeting of the court--the first in. 
~ce of the "cauous systero" on record. Ludlow, the 
late deputy, who seems to have expected the office of gov· 
emor, was .80 indignant at this proceeding, that he oaJJ.ed 
in question the validity of the election; to whioh the free· 
men replied by leaving him aut ofthe magistracy. -Rioh. 
ard Bellingham, who had arrived during the preoedi.ug 
year, was ohosen in Ludlow's place as deputy govemor. 

A joint committee of foW' magistrates and one delegate 
from- each town, ohosen by the assembled freeinen, to 
whioh Endicott's conduct in the case of the mutilated 
oolors was referred, reported" that he had offended man.y 
ways; in rashness, unoharitableness, indisoretign, and 
exceeding the limits of his authority;" whereupon the 
court sentenced him "to be sadly admonished," and de. 
clared 'him incapable of office for a year. But this sen· 
tenoo related more to form than to substance. The 
8Ol'11ples about the oross in the colors still remained. It 
was proposed to substitute the white and . red rose' in. 
st.ead; but final aotion "'as delayed to wait the opinion 
of certain of "the most wise and godly in England'" to 
whom the ministers proposed to write. Meanwhile, the 
colors remained disused. 
- Leave was given at this court to the people of Rox. 
bury and Watertown to remove where they pleased, pro
vided they continued under the jurisdiction. They al. 
leged the want of pasturage for their cattle as their rea· 
son for removal. A bark having arrived from England 
with twenty servants, sent by Sir Riohard 8altonstall, 
to plant on the Connectiout, the projeot of removing thith. 
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er .u revived. Th6 mouth of the Merrimao was aJ.eo CHAPTER 
IX. 

oooupied, and a town establ~hed there oalled NetDmll, _.A-_ 
of whioh Riohard Dummer was a principal founder. 1630. 
Some of the new comers of the last year had removed to 
Ap,wam, whioh they oalled IpsrDich, and a ohurch had 
been gathered there, of which NathanierWard was ohos-
en teacher. The famous Norton, afterward minister of 
Boston, who arrived in New England toward the close 
of the pr888l1t year, was soon after settled at Ipswioh as 
Ward's colleague. Another body of new epmers. estab. 
lished themselves, and gathered a ohuroh at Wissagus. 
set, to whioh they gave the name of Weymouth. Near 
by, at Hingham, was another new plantation. A set· 
tlement was also begun at Marblehead. . It wu nooeasy 
matter for the now numerous emigrants to find conven· 
ient situatiODS. Unwooded meadows, affording hay and 
pasturage for catt16, were ohiefly sought for. ,A" the 
best points on the ooast were already taken up, some of 
the new comers ventured inland, and Dedham and Oem-
cord, the first interior towns, began now to be settled. 
An important law, enacted the next yea.r, prohibited the 
erection of dwelling.houses in any new town, at a greater 
distance than half a mile from the. meeting.house. Lands' 
were seldom granted to individuals, but only to compa. 
nies associated together for settling a plantation. The 
New England settlements were thus made villages, dif. 
fering, in that respect, from those of Virginia, whence 
resulted a concentrated population and a co-operative en· 
ergy, not without importimt social resnlts. As these 
regulations had ohiefly in view the religious organization 
of the settlers, care was taken to strengthen the theoc-
raoy by forbidding any but ohuroh memberliJ to vote in 
town a1fairs. 

The Counoil for New England, before making a. for. 
I. P 
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CHAPTER mal surrender of their patent, had divided their whole 
lX. 

_",:,._ territory into twelve portions or provinces, assigned to 
1635. eight prinoipal members, to whom the king was re

quested to issue proprietary oharters, like that granted 
to Lord Baltimore. The Earl of Sterling had for his 
share the district from St. Croix to Pemaquid Point; 
but this region, like the adjoining province of Nova Boo· 
tia, was claimed by' the French as a part of Aoadie; 
Long Island, Nantucket, and Martha's Vineyard were 
also assigned to the Earl of Sterling. Gorges had two 
provinces, inoluding his portion of the old grant of Laoo
Ria, extending from the Kennebec to the Piscataqua. 
Mason retained his province of New Hampshire. The 
distriet west of Narraganset Bay was assigned to the 
Marquis of Hamilton. It is not necessary to enumera'f;p 
the other provinces, as no olaim to them was ever set up 
under this division. It was arranged that Gorges should 
go to New England as governor general, supported by a 
foroo of a hundred and twenty men, ten to be contributed 
for eaoh province. The vessel he was to go in broke 
in launching; and this acoident, whim prevented his de
parture, was regarded in Massachusetts as a special Prov. 
idenoo. Yet the news frDm England still oontinued alarm. 
ing. Muon, who olaimed by prior grant a part of the 
Massachusetts territory, had caused a process of Quo 
Warranto to be commenced against the charter. Wins
low had gone to England on behalf of the colony of Plym. 
outh, to solioit a commission to withstand the intru. 
sions of the Frenoh and Dutoh--41. proceeding esteemed 
in Massachusetts "ill.advised., and dangerous to the lib
erly of the colonies, tending to establish the precedent 
of doing nothing but by oommission out of England." 
Nor was it attended with any sucoess; for Winslow was 
seized in' the midst of his negotiations on oomplaint of 

Digitized by Google 



NEW ENGLAND UNDER CHARLES I. 227 

Morton, and detained in prison for upward of four months, CHAPTER 

on the oharge of having presumed, being a layman, to IX. 

teach in the ohurch at Plymouth, and to perform the 1636. 
marriage ceremony. 

The Frenoh, meanwhile, continued their encroach
ments. Razzillai, govemor of Acadie for the Company 
of New France, sent an armed ship to Penobscot, and 
took possession of the Plymouth trading house there. 
Bills on France were given for the goods, and the men 
were sent home with a message that the Frenoh olaimed 
to Pemaquid Point, and intended to "displant" all the 
English who might settle beyond that limit. Roused 
by this new aggre88ion, the people of Plymouth, without AUgust. 

waiting for any commission from England, attempted to 
recover their trading house by foroe. They hired one 
ship for the expedition, and sent another smaller one of 
their own. But the Frenoh were strongly posted; the 
two ships spent all their powder, and the smaller one 
came baok for supply and re-enforcement. The Massa
ohusetts General Court were applied to for assistance, Sept. 

and they' offered to give it if Plymouth would pay the 
expense. But the Plymouth commissioners insisted that 
this was "a common cause of the whole country." Upon 
this difference the expedition fell through, and the Frenoh 
remained in possession of Penobscot, whioh they contin-
ued to hold for many years. 

The same court at whioh Plymouth had applied for 
aid against the Frenoh was muoh occupied with the case 
of Roger Williams, whom, notwithstanding his heresies 
lately promulgated, the Salem ohuroh had presumed to 
elect as their pastor, in place of Skelton, lately deceased. -
Williams had been summoned, in consequence, before the July. 

Court of Assistants, and divers of his opinion~his doc
trine, in partioular, "that the magistrate ought not to 
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CHAPTER punish breaohes of the first table"-that is, ought not to 
IX. enforce religious opinions and observances by law-had 

1636. been adjudged" erroneous and very dangerous," and the 
calling him to office at Salem "a great contempt of au
thority." As a further token of displeasure, the petition 
of Salem for'the grant of a piece of land, olaimed as ap
pertaining to that town, was refused. ID.stead of qaietly 
submitting to this refusal, Williams and the Salem ohurch 
addressed a letter to the other churohes, calling on them 
to exeroise churoh discipline upon magistrates who had 
consented to suoh a piece of injustice. This letter the 
magistrates denounced as seditious; they denied any ac
countability in their political character to the particular 
churches to which they belonged; they claimed, rather, 
at least in conjunction with the deputies and the elders, 
a controlling power over each particular church. 

Sept. When the General Court met, Endicott "made a pro-
testation," justifying the offensive letter, for which he 
was committed. But he acknowledged his error the same 
day, and was discharged. The Salem deputies were re
fused seats in the court, and were sent home "to bring 
satisfaction for that letter," or else" the arguments and 
names" of those who would defend it. The ,church at 
Salem began to falter; but Williams, nothing daunted, 
declared· his intention, if they would not separate from 
"the anti-Christian churches in the bay," to separate 
·from them. This threat of schism filled. up the measure 

Oct. of his offenses. At an adjoumed session of the General 
Court he was again "convented"-all the ministers in 
,the bay being present-and charged with the 8$id two 
letters. He justified both, and maintained all his opin
ions. Being offered further conference, and a month to 
prepare for it, he chose to disp~te on the spot. Hooker 
was appointed to dispute with him, but could not reduce 
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him from any of biB errors. So the next morning the CHAPTER 

court sentenced him to depart out of the jurisdiotion lX. 

within Iri.x weeks, all the ministers, save one, approving 1630. 
the sentence. Who the dissentient was does not appear. 
AB winter was so olose at hand, the banished Williams 
obtained leave to remain till spring. Being oalled in ques-
tion by his oWn frightened' ohurch, he renounced their 
communion, and held a l!Ieparate assembly of a few faith-
ful adherents at his own house. He even refused to allow 
his wife to join him in any acts of .worship becaul!le she 
adhered to the Salem ohurch. 

Peneling these proceedings, three commissioners arrived 
at Boston on behalf of the lords proprietors of Connecti
cut. They were John Winthrop the younger, on his re
tum from a visit to England; his father-in-law, Hugh Pe
ters, lately minister of an English refugee congregation at 
the Hague; and Henry Vane, a young man of twenty
three, son of one of the king's principal ministers, but him. 
self an ardent and enthusiastio Puritan. These commis
sioners brought instructions to take possession of the mouth 
of Connecticut River, and to fortify it; for- whioh purpose 
they were furnished with the necessary means. Already, 
before their arrival, an extensive scheme of emigrati~ 
had been matured in Massachusetts. Haynes, the gOv
ernor, Hooker and Stone, ministers of Newtown, and 
Warham, minister of Dorohester, with almost the entire 
ohurohes ,of th088 two towns, had resolved to transfer 
thelDSelves, with their town qnd ohuroh organizations, to 
the banks of the Conneotiout. It was agreed with the 
commissioners that, in case the lords proprietors of Con
nectiout should remove to New England, room should be 
found for them on the river; the Massaohusetts emigrants 
to sell out, and, if ne~y, to seek some other place. 

Several families from Newtown, with others from Dor- Oct. 
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CHAPTER ohester, the van of this emigration, led by the disappoint
IX. ed Ludlow, and driving their oattle before them, thread-

1630. ed the pathless forests, guided by the compass, and, after 
an arduous journey of fourteen days, reaohed the Con-

Nov. nectiout at the Plymouth trading house. The commis
sioners sent a party by water from Boston, and Fort 
Saybrook was commenced at the river's mouth, thus 
antioipating the Dutch of Manhattan, who -were just 
about taking possession of it, as a support to their fort 
of Good Hope, up the river, situate just below the Plym
outh trading house. The party at Saybrook was soon 
joined by Gardiner, an engineer sent from England by 
the lords proprietors, with a small vessel and a supply of 
provisions. 

The winter set in early, and with great severity; the 
river was soon frozen, and the Massachusetts emigrants 
were thus disappointed in the expected arrival of a ves
sel from Boston with provisions and supplies. Some, 
with no small diffioulty and hazard, retraced their ~ps 
through the snowy woods; others descended on the ioe 
to Fort Saybrook, and returned. to Boston by water. 
The few who remained through the winter hardly kept 
themselves alive. Most of the oattle perished; and this 
heavy loss seemed to the elder Winthrop and other op
posers of the emigration something very like a judgment. 

During the winter a rumor began to spread that the 
banished. Williams intended to establish a new settle
ment out of the limits of the Massaohusetts patent. 
Should this project be carried out,' the magistrates feared 
"the infection would easily spread," many persons being 
very muoh carried away " with apprehension of his god
liness." To prevent such an untoward result, it was 

resolved to arrest Williams and to send him prisoner to 
England. A warrant was ~ued, and Captain Under-
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hill was dispatohed with fourteen men to exeoute it; but CBAPTEll 
Williams had warning, 8lld was gone. In the midst of IX. 

that severe winter he wandered for fourteen weeks in 1636. 
the woods without a guide, with no \settled lodging, and 
with scanty food. He found refuge at last, and hospi-
tality, from Massasoit, head ohief of the Wampanoags, 
whom he had known while at Plymouth; and presently, 
under a grant from that ohief, he commenced a little 1636. 
plantation at Seekonk, on the east side of·Pawtuoket or 
Narraganset River, just within the limits of the Plym-
outh patent. He still had friends in that colony; Brad-
ford esteemed him a man "godly and zealous, having 
many precious parts, though very unsettled. in judg
ments;" but the iD1luence of Massaohusetts was felt 
there; and Winslow, who, since his return from En-
gland, had been elected Governor of Plymouth, sent 
to Williams, olaiming Seekonk, and suggesting his re-
moval beyond that jurisdiotion. Thus advised, he cross-
ed the Pawtuoket, and, with five companions, established 
an independent community at the head of Narraganset 
Bay, beyond the territory ei~er of Massaohusetts or 
Plymouth, in the midst of powerful Indian. tribes, and 
with little hope of sympathy or suocor on the part of ei-
ther of those colonies. A grant of the land was obtain-
ed from Canonious, head sachem of the Narragansets; 
and Williams named the settlement PROVIDENCE, in com
memoration of "God's meroiful providence to him in his 
distress." 

Williams, however, was not the first settler within 
the present limits of the State of Rhode Island. Blaok
stone, the "old planter," the first white inhabitant of 
the peninsula of Bosfic?n, had removed, a year or two be
fore, to the same Pawtuoket River, but higher up, where 
the stream still bears his name. He had received from 
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CHAPTER the town of Boston, under the established regulation, on 
IX. 

___ that subject, his grant of fifty acres. Like Maveriok and 
1636. some other of the old planters, though no church mem .. 

ber, he had been admitted a freeman of the company; 
but he sold his land, bought cattle, and removed. He 
left England beoa~ he could not endure the lords 
bishops, and he liked the "lords brethren" just as little. 
Such was his account of the matter; yet he had no 
sympathy with Williams, and continued to acknowledge 
the jurisdiction of Massachusetts. 

Not discouraged by the hardships of the past winter 
nor the prognostications of opposers, the emigration to 
Cobnecticut was still persevered in. Early in the spring, 

March. Hooker and Stone, with the prinoipal part of their con· 
gregation, having sold out their improvements at New. 
town to a company just arrived from England, traveled 
through the woods on Ludlow's track, driving their cat- I 

tIe before them. They founded the town of Hartford. 
The Dorchester people, who were presently joined by 
Warham, their surviving miDister, settled a little above, ' 
at Windsor. The men of Plymouth, chagrined at see
ing posse~ion thus taken of a territory which they had 
been the first to oooupy--an enterprise in which Massa· 
chusetts had declined to unite--demanded of the emi. 
grants compensation for their trading h01l88 and the lands 
about it, whioh they had bought of the Indians; and ul. 
timately they received a partial indemnification. A 
party of emigrants from Watertown fixed themselves at 
Wethersfield, just below Hartford. A fourth emigrant 
party from Roxbury, led by Pyncbon, established th~. 
selves some twenty miles higher up the river, at Spring. 
field. The emigrants took with ~bem a commission of 
government, the joint act of the Massaob1l88tts General 
Court and of the commissioners representing the lords 
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proprietors of Connecticut. The places whioh they va· CHAPTER 
IX. 

oated were filled up at once by new comers, and new __ _ 
ohurches were organized at Newtown and Dorohester, 1636. 
the one under Shepherd, the other under Richard Mather, 
whose son and grandson were afterward 80 distinguished 
in the history of the colony. 

About tho time of this migration the government of 
Ma88&Ohusetts was brought nearly into the shape in whioh 
it remained for the next fifty years. The regular ses
sions of the General Court were reduced to two in a year ; 
one to follow the Court of Elections, the other in the 
autumn. The deputies were limited to two for the 
larger towns, and one for the amaller, ohceen by ballot, 
at first, for each separate court, but afterward (or a year. 
They were not required to be residents of the towns for 
which they sat, though usually they were so, but might 
be chosen from the colony at large. The governor and 
assistants, who had all along aoted as a court of justice, 
were required to hold four great quarter courts yearly, at 
Boston, fOJ' 1be trial of mOJ'e considerable oases. Smaller 
cues were to be WBposed of by inferior courts, composed 
of five judges, of whom ODe at leut was to be an asaist
ant, the others to be selected by the General Court from 
a nomination made by the several towns; but only the 
assistants were to bave authOl'ity to issue process. These 
infexior courts were to be held quarterly at Ipswich, Sa
lem, NewOOwn, and Boston--the rudiments of a division 
into counties. An appeal lay from their decision to the 
quart.er courts, and thence to the General Court. 

As a step toward meeting the views of thoee "perSOlll 
of quality" desirous, on account of the disastrous state 
of political affairs in England, to remove to America, 
it was resolved to establish a standing oounoil for life, 
of whioh the governor for the time being was to be 
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CHAPTEa president. . To the propositions heretofore mentioned, 
IX. brought out by Humphrey, a detailed answer was now 

1636. returned. ' It had been suggested in those propositions 
that the Commonwealth should oonsist of two ranks: 
"hereditary gentlemen," to sit in their own right as an 
upper house of legislation, and "freeholders," to be rep
resented. by their deputies in a lower house. To this 
olose imitation of the English Constitution there was no 
objection, 80 far as related to the two ranks, at least on 
the part of the magistrates and elders, who readily ac· 
knowledged the propriety of such a distinotion "from the 
light of nature and Soripture." But the plan of heredi. 
tary legislators, and the proposal to admit all freeholders 
to the rights of oitizenship, were irreconoilable with that 
theooratio scheme to whioh the Massachusetts leaden 
were 80 zealously attaohed. In a letter which Cotton 
wrote on this occasion to Lord Say, demooraoy is de
nounced as "not a fit government either for ohuroh or 
state." " If the people are governors, who shall be gov. 
erned 1" He admits that monarchy and aristocracy 
are "approved aad direoted in Soripture," "but only 
as a theocracy is set up in both." It was hoped to sat
isfy the aristocratio predileotions of the proposed immi· 
grants by establishing a magistraoy for life; but for the 
ohuroh members to abandon the theocratio prinoiple, and 
to yield their monopoly of power by admitting all free
holders to the rights of freemen, was not to be thought 
of. The existing system was even strengthened by an 
enaotment that no new ohurch should be gathered with. 
out the express sanotion of the magistrates and elders. 

May 25. At the ensuing Court of Elections, Winthrop and Dud. 
ley were ohosen members of the newly.established Stand. 
ing Counoil for Life; and to that oounoil were presently 
vansferred the extensive powers of the military oommis-
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sion. In the ohoice of govemor, the rotation prinoiple CHAPTER 

was still followed up by electing the youthful Henry IX. 

Vane; and, "because he was son and heir to a privy 1636. 
counselor in England," the ships in the harbor, fifteen in 
number, lately arrived with passengers and goods, con· 
gratulated his election by a volley of great guns. But 
the' now governor soon found hims6lf in trouble with these 
same complimentary shipmasters. They readily assent-
ed, indeed, to a regulation 'for anchoring below the new 
fort, and not coming up to the town without the govern. 
or's pass; but the neglect of the fort to display the king's 
colors, laid aside, as we have seeD, by order of the mili. 
tary commissioners, on aooount of scruples about the red 
oross, exoited the ire of the English sailors, who did not 
hesitate to &oouse the colonists of treason and rebellion. 
A mate of one of the ships, who had spoken freely upon 

. this subject, W88 arrested and compelled to sign a retrao-
tion; but the shipmasters, intimating that· they might 
be questioned on their return to England, requested the 
magistrates to "remove all grounds of 8U8pioion by order. 
ing the king's colors to be spread at the fort. Here was 
a dilemma. All the magistrates were fully persuaded 
that the cross was idolatrous. In this emergenoy Vane 
praoticed a little dissimulation, of which, indeed, during 
his term of office, he exhibited, aooording to Winthrop, 
more than one instance. He pretended that he had no 
colors. Bnt' the shipmasters very promptly offered to 
lend. Driven thus into a corner, after consultation with 
the elders, Vane, Dudley, and a majority of the magis-
trates 80 far compromised matters with their consciences 
as to aooept the proffered flag. Since the fort was the 
king'&-a proposition whioh, on some other occasions, they 
might not have ,been so ready to admit--the king's col. 
ors, they thought, might be spread there, at the king'. 
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CHAPTER own pe1'8Onal peril--an ingeniOUS piece of oasuistry, from 
IX. whioh, however, Winthrop and others dissented. 

1636. The alarm of interference from England had partially 
subsided; but the oolony, under Vane's administration, 
became involved in new troubles--a violent internal con. 
troversy, and a dangerous Indian war. The most power. 
ful native tribes of New England were concentrated in 
the neighborhood of Narraganset Bay. We have already 
had occasion to mention the W am~oags or Pooanokets, 
on the east side of that bay, within the limits of the 
Plymouth patent; also the Narraganaets, a more pow. 
erful confederacy, on the west side. Still more Ilumer
ous and more powerful were the Pequods, whose ohief 
seats were on or near Pequod River, now the Thames, 
but whose authority extended over mnty-aix petty tribes, 
along both shores of the Sound to Connecticut River, and 
even beyond it, almost or quite to the Hlildson. In what 
is now the northeast oorner of the State of Connectiout 
dwelt a smaller tribe, the enemies, perhaps the revolted 
subjeots of the Pequods, known to the oolonists as Mohe
gans--an appropriation of a general name properly in. 
oluding all the Indians along the shores of Long Island 
Sound as far west as the Hudson, and even the tribes 
beyond that river, known afterward to the English as 
the Delawares. The Indians about Massaohusetts Bay, 
8Upposed to have been formerly quite numerous, had 
almost died out before the arrival of the oolonistS, and 
the small-pox had since proved very fatal among the 
few that remained. Some tribes of no great considera
tion-the Nipmuoks, the Waohusetts, the Nashaways-
dwelt among 'the interior hills, aDd others, known col
lectively to the oolonists as the River Indians, fished at 
the falls of the Connectiout, and oultivated little patches 
of its rioh alluvial ~eadows. The lower MerrimaC, the 
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Pisoataqua, and their branches, were OOQUpied by the CHAPTER 

tribes of a ooosiderable oonfederaoy, that of Penacook or IlL 

Pawtucket, whose chief sachem, Pa_conaway, was reo. 1636. 
ported to be a great magician. The .interior of New 
Hampshire, and of what is now Vermont, seems to have 
been an uninhabited wild8l'll888. The tribes eastward 
of the Piscataqua, known to the English by the general 
Dame of TarenfieeDs, and reputed to be numeroua and 
powerful, were distinguished by the rivers on which they 
dwelt. They seem to have oonstituted two principal, 
oonfederacies, thC1t6 east of the Kennebec being known 
to the French of Acadie as the Abenakis. All the New 
England Indians spoke substantially the same language, 
the Algonquin, in various dialects. From the nature of 
the country, they were more stationary than some other 
tribes, being fixed principally at. the falls of the rivers. 
They seem to have entertained very decided ideas of the 
hereditary descent of authority, and of personal devotion 
to their chiefs. What might have been at this time the 
total Indian population of New England, it is not very 
easy to conjecture; but it was certainly much less than 
is commonly stated. Fifteen or twenty thousand would 
866J1l to be a sufficient allowance for the region south of 
the Piscataqua, and as many more, perhaps, for the more 
easterly district. The Pequods, esteemed the most pow-
erful tribe in New England, were totally ruined, as we 
shall presently see, by the destruction or capture of hardly 
more than a thousand persons. 

The provocation for this exterminating war was ex
tremely small. Previous to the Massachusetts migra
tion to the Co!lDecUcut, one Captain Stone, the drunken 
and dissolute qlBSter of a small trading veasel from Vir-
ginia, whom the Plymouth people charged with having 1634. 
been engaged at Manhattan in a piratical plot to seize January. 
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CHAPTER one of their vessels, having been sent away from Boston 
IX. with orders not to return withont leave, under pain of 

1636. death, on his way homeward to Virginia had entered the 
Connectiout River, where he was out off, with his whole 
company, seven in number, by a band of Pequods. There 
were various stories, none of them authentio, as to the 
precise nlanner' of his death, but the Pequods insisted 
that he had been the aggressor-a thing in itself suffi. 
oiently probable. As Stone belonged to Virginia, the 
magistrates of Massaohusetts wrote to Govemor Harvey 
to move him to stir in the matter; but no notice seems 
to have been taken of that letter. 

The Pequods, soon after, quarreled with the Dutch, by 
whom, hitherto, they had been supplied with goods, and be

ing also at war with the Narragansets, who intervened be-

1634. tween them and the English settlements, they sent mes-
Nov. sengers to Boston desiring an intercourse of trade, and 

the aid of the colonists to settle their pending diffioulties 
with the Narragansets. They even promised to give up 
--eo the magistrates understood them-the only two sur· 
vivors, as they alleged, of those concerned in the death 
or Stone. These offers were aooepted; for the conven· 
ience of this traffio, a peace was negotiated between .. the 
Pequods and the Narragansets, and a vessel was pres
ently sent to open a trade. But this traffio disappointed 
the adventurers; nor were the promised oulprits given 
up. The Pequods, aooording to the Indian oustom, ten· 
dered, instead, a present of furs and wampum. But this 
was refused, the colonists seeming to think themselves 
under a religious obligation to avenge blood with blood. 

1636. Thus matters remained for a year or two, when the 
July. crew of a small bark, returning from CC)nneotiout, saw 

olose to Block Island a pinnace at anohor, and full ofIn. 
diaus. This pinnace was recognized as belonging to Old. 
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ham, the Indian trader, the old settler at Nantasket, and CHAPTER 

explorer of the Connecticut. Conjecturing that some. ]X, 

thing must be wrong, the bark approached the p~ace and 1636. 
hailed, whereupon the Indians on board slipped the cable 
and made sail. The bark gave ohase, and soon overtook 
the pinnace; some of the Indians jumped overboard in 
their fright, and were drowned; several were killed, and 
one was made prisoner. The dead body of Oldham was 
found on board, covered. with an old seine. This murder, 
as appeared from the testimony of the prisoner, who was 
presently sentenced by the Massachusetts magistrates to 
be a slave for life, was committed at the instigation of 
some Nanaganset ohiefs, upon whom Block Island was 
dependent, in revenge for the trade whioh Oldham had 
commenoed. under the late treaty with the Pequods, their 
enemies. Indeed, all the Narraganset ohiefs, except the 
head sachem, Canonious, and his nephew and colleague, 
Miantonimoh, were believed to have had a hand in this 
matter, especially the ohieftain of the Niantics, a branch 
of the Narragansets, inhabiting the continent opposite 
Block Island. 

Canonious, in great alarm, Sent to his friend and neigh. 
bor, Roger Williams, by whose aid he wrote a letter to 
the Massachusetts magistrates, expressing his grief at 
what had happened, and stating that Miantonimoh had 
~ed already with seventeen canoes and two hundred. 
warriors to punish the Block Islanders. With this letter 
were sent two Indians, late sailors on board Oldham's 
pinnace, and presently after two English boys, the reo 
mainder of his orew. In the recapture of Oldham's pin. 
nace eleven Indians had been killed, several of them 
ohiefs; and that, with the restoration of the orew, seems 
to have been esteemed by Canonicns a sufficient atone. 
ment for Oldham's death. But the magistrates and min. 

, 
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CHAPTEJl isters of Massaohusetts, assembled to take this matter 
IX. into consideration, thought otherwise. Volunteen were 

1636. called for; and four companies, ninety men in all, com· 
Aug. manded by Endicott, Wh088 submissivenees in Will • 

. iams's affair had restored him to favor, were embarked 
in three pinnaces, with orders to put to death all the 
men of Block Island, and to make the women and ohil. 
dren prisoners. The old affair of the ,death of Stone was 

now also oalled to mind, though the murder of Oldham 
had no connection with it, except in some distant simi. 
larity of oircumstances. Endicott was instruoted, on his 
return from Block Ialand, to go to the Peqnods, and to 
demand of them the murderers of Stone, and a thousand 
fathoms of wampum for damages--equivalent to from 
three to five thousand dollars--also, some of their chil. 
dren as hostages; and, if they refused, to employ force. 

The Block Islanders fled inland, hid themselves, and 
escaped; but Endicott burned their wigwama, staved 
their canoes, and destroyed their standing corn. He 
then sailed to Fort Saybrook, at the mouth of the Connec
ticut, and marched thence. to Pequod River. After some 
parley, the Indians refused his demands, when he burned 
their village, and killed one of their warriOl,l1l. Marching 
back to Connecticut River, he inflicted like vengeance on 
the Peqnod village there, whence he returned to Boston, 
after a three weeks' absence, and without the loss of a man. 

The Peqnods, enraged at what they esteemed a treach. 
erous and unprovoked attack, lurked about Fort Say. 
brook, killed or took several persons, and did considera. 
ble mischief. They sent, also, to the Narragansets to 
engage their alliance against the colonists, whom they 
represented as the common enemy of all the Indians. 
Williams, informed of this negotiation, sent word of it to 
the Massachusetts magistrates, and, at their request, he 
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visited Canonieus, to dissuade him from joining the Pe- ClUPT.ER 

quoda. This mission was not without daager. In the IX. 

wigwam of CanoniOUB, Williams encountered. the Pequoo. 1636. 
messengers, full of rage and fury. He suoceeded, how-
ever, in his object, and Miantonimoh WB8 induced to visit October. 

Boston, where, beiDg :received with much oeremODY by 
the pemor and ll1IIgistrates, he agreed ro act with t~em 
agaiDat the Narragauaets. Canon.icus thought it would 
• DOOe88ary to attack the Pequods with a 'very large 
6Jrce; but be .recommencJea, as a thing likely to be agree-
able to all the Indiau-so Williams informs us--that 
ibe women" and children should be epared, a humane piece 
of advice whioh rooeived in the end but little attention. 

The polioy of this war, or, at least, the wisdom of En. 
dicott's conduct, was not universally COIlceded. A letter 
from. Plymouth reproached the Massachusetts magistrates 
with the dangers likely to arise from 80 inefficient an at;.. 

tack upon the Pequods. Gardiner, the commandant at 
i'ort Saybrook, who lost several men during the winter, 
was equally dissatisfied. The new settlers up tile COD
MOticut complained biUerly of the dangers to whioh they 
were exposed. Sequeen, the same Indian ohief at whose 
invitation the Plymouth people had first established a 
trading house on Connecticut River, had granted land to 
the planters at Wethersfield on condition that he might 
I8ttle near them, and be protected; but when he came 
and built his wigwam, they bad ariven him away. He 
took this opportunity for revenge by calling in the Pe
quock, who attacked the town, and killed nine of the in
habitants. The whole number killed by the Pequo& 
during the Winter was about thirty. 

A spooial se88ion of the General Court of Massaohu- Dec. 7. 

aetts organized the militia into three regiments; the mag
nates to appoint the field offioen, called sergeant rna· 

I. Q 
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CHAPTER jors, and to seleot the captains and lieutenants out of a 
I IX. nominatibn to be made by the companies respectively. 
1636. Watches were ordered to be kept, and travelers were to 

go armed. 
The pending Indian hostilities were not, however, the 

sole subject of interest, the attention of this court being 
still more seriously occupied by some new religious dis
sensions lately broken out. It was very diffioult to rec
onoile the doctrine of the speoial personal enlightenment of 
each believer with that striot unity of faith and discipline 
esteemed in Massaohusetts no less essential than at Rome. 
Already had several of the ohurohes been sorely rent by 
local controversies-aooidents to whioh they were ever 
exoeedingly liable, and whioh it cost the magistrates and 
ministers muoh pains to compose. A still more serious 
schism now threatened to divide the whole colony into 
two bitter and hostile religious faotions. 

In power, their oareer of opposition and reform finish
ed, heads and fathers of a ohuroh and state of their own, 
the founders of the Massaohusetts polity had lost that 
position whioh gave its ohief glory to the Puritan name. 
The established authorities of the new theocracy, assum
ing the power and aotuated by the spirit of the English 
bishops and the hated Court of High Commission, them
selves pursued, without meroy or remorse, as heretios and 
schismatics, the very persons by whom their own late 
position was occupied; for, however satisfied the New 
England fathers might have been with the system they 
had established, the spirit of opposition to forms and au
thority was by no means extinot. The new comers, now 
80 numerous, brought with them from England new no
tions, to whioh the fermentation of opinion in that coun
try was every day giving rise. Among these new com
ers was Mrs. Anne Hutchinson, a woman of talent, ready 
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eloquence, and great self.reliance; an acute· disputant, CHAPTER 

but, like most of the leading colonists, very much under IX. 

the influence of religious enthusiasm, not unmixed, as 1637. 
often happens, with a little vanity and a great love of 
power. Though occupied 'with the cares of a numer-
ous family, she presently assumed to hold meetings in 
Boston, at which, under pretense of repeating sermons, 
sbe soon began to' criticise them, assuming to instruct I 

the sisters of the Church in the most recondite dootrines 
of theology. She maintained with energy that leading 
tenet of the Reformation, justification by faith alone-
an involuntary faith, as, indeed, all faith must be, God's 
free grace to the elect. It was this faith, she alleged; 
not the vain repetition of acts of devotion, nor the vainer 
performance of acts of morality, that made the religious 
man-a doctrine, indeed, which the fathers of Massa
chusetts were very forward to admit. But if so, what 
was the value, what the necessity or use, of that formal 
and protracted worship, that system of life so ascetic and 
austere, to which those fathers ascribed so much import. 
ance? This question, rather covertly insinuated than 
openly asked, was the basis of what was denounced in 
Now England as Antinomianism-a heresy revived in 
our own day under another form-the more detestable, 
because it was so very difficult to meet. In the mouth 
of Luther that same question had availed to overthrow 
the ancient and gorgeous fabric of papal superstition and 
Roman ceremonial j how, then, could the new, frail, ill· 
compacted system of New England Congregationalism 
expect to stand against it ? 

This doctrine struck, ill fact, a most deadly blow at 
the self.esteem and the inlluence of the present leaders. 
Their" sanctification," Mrs. Hutohinson alleged, on which 
they so much prided themselves, their sanctimonious oar· 
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OBAPTER riage and aQtere lives, furnished no evidence whatever 
IX. of their" ju...<ltification,tt their ohange of heart, and ao. 

1637. oeptance with God. The only evid.enoe of that w~ an 
intel'nal revelation, an aasuranoe, an intimate ooDSOioWJ
ness on the part of the believer that the Holy Gboet 
dwelt in him, and was personally united to him. Here 
'again Mrs. Hutchinson's opponents were very much em· 
barrassed. They held, also, to internal eonviotiODs and 
supematural assurances; but all suoh assurances must 
be false and deceptive, they alleged, unless aooompanied 
by outward e~denooe of 8Ulctity in life-and converea
tion; and they denied the pretended personal UDioD with 
the Holy Ghost as no better than blasphemy. 

Mrs. Hutchinson had a friend in Vane, the YOllBg 
IOverDo" a man of kindred spirit, who delighted in ea· 
thusiastio subtleties. She was al80 supported by Wheel. 
wright, het brother.in.law, a minitJter lately arrived, and 
'muoh in favor with the Boston Church. Even the ia
Buential CotioD, in whose house Vane lodged, seemed to 
lean to her' opinions, while she carried with her a de
cided majority of ~e Boston Church. But in Winthrop 
and Wilson, and in most of the other magistrates and 
ministers, she found stem and active opponents, ?elY 
,cautious, indeed, how they impugned the dootrines of faith 
and free grace, but zealous in upholdiugtbe value, in· 
Geed, the ab$Olute necessity of that system of WOI'8hip aDd 
austere 'self-denial which they had come 80 far, and had 
labored 80 hard to establish, and whioh they oommended 
and Mrs. Hutchinson derided, under the name of " good 
works." 

Discussions had already occurred on this subject, in 
which the govemor, two assistants, and two ministen 
had been found on the side of Mrs. Hutchinson, who 
presently distinguished the ministers and church m~~ 
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ben, a rew of them, as "under a covenant of graos," CBAPTBR 

.. d the rest, uioludiDg most of the old leaden, as "lUl- lX . 

... a covellant of works." This invidious distinction was 1637. 
maiDtaiDed, at least to a certain extellt, in a sermon 
prMCbed by Wheelwright at a special fast ordered by Feb. 

the Gen«P'al Coart on aooount of the Indian war aDd the 
religiDas difference. a &elIIlOJl whioh gave ~oh oft"eD88 
that Wheelwright was preeently so.mmoDed bewl'f! the 
JDagiatrates oa a charge of seditio.. The whole ColoJay 
WM ._ with' the OOIDVOT8lS}', aDd the members of the 

Boston ChVeh, " freqaeD.tiIlg the lectures of other minis. 
ten, did make much disturbance by publio questiODl and 
objeotions to their dootrines." 

At an adjoumed IJ888ioD. of the General Court, not- March. 

witbstandiDg 8e"Y81'al petitions in his fav~r, ODe, espeoiaIly, 
signed by many prinoipal inhabitants of Boston, Wheel. 
wright was found guilty of sedition, and also of contempt, 
"for that the oourt bad appointed the fast 88 a means 
of recoJloiliation of dift'erene8l, and he purposely set him-
self to kindle them." A proteet was oft'ered by the p-
emor and otheR, but tbe oourt refrised to receive· it. It 
was alao Je80lved that the Court of Elections and the 
next General Court should be holden, not at Boston, but 
at Newtown, out of the immediate sphere of Mrs. Huteh
inson's influence. Till then, the sentence of Wheelwright 
was postponed. 

It had been ordered, in ooD88q1lenoe, probably, of the 
Indian war, that all freemen should ClOme armed to the 
eleotion, and thus a body of anned men was assembled 
at Newtown, inflamed by entbuaiasm, &Dd exoi1ied to . 
the highest pitch by theological differences. W1l8on, who 
'Was short of stature, mounted on a tree, and from that· 
elevation harangued the assembly. There was great 
danger of a tumult that day; inflamed opponents more 
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CHAPTER than once laid bands upon eaoh other. The majority, 
,IX. however, was suffioiently decisive to pre~ent a resort to 
1637. violence. Wintllrop was eleoted. governor,. while Vane, 

Coddington, and Dummer, supporters of Mrs. Hutchin. 
son, were left out of the magistraoy. The danger of suob 
scenes was prevented. for the future by a law, presently 
passed, dispensing with the attendance of all the freemen 
at the Court of Elections, and allowing them to give their 
votes in their own townS for governor and assistants; and 
to send them, sealed up, by the hand of their deputies. 

Vane and Coddington were immediately ohosen depu
ties for Boston, that town having delayed its ohoice till 
after the general election. Some alleged informality was 
set up to prevent them from taking their seats; but they 
were immediately rechosen, and this time the oom was 
not able to find "how they might reject them." The 
Hutohinsonians were beaten, but not yet' subdued. The 
vergers who had walked before Vane to and from meet
ing on the Lord's day, threw down their halberds and 

. refused to attend upon Winthrop, "so as the new gov. 
ernor was fain to use his own servants to carry two hal. 
berds before him, whereas the former governor had never 
less than four." In contempt of Winthrop's gracious 
invitation, Coddington and Vane refused to sit in meet
ing in the magistrates' seat, but went and sat with the 
deacons; and on the fast day presently appointed, instead. 
of staying to hear themselves berated. by Wilson, they 
went to Mount Wollaston, and kept the day with Wheel. 
wright. Wheelwright's sentence was respited. to the next 
court, while the theological questions raised by Mrs. Hutoh
inson were referred to a synod or conference of delegates 
from the ohurohes, summoned to take them into consider
ation. Divers writings were now published about these 
differences-in manuscript, for as yet there was no print-
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ing press in the colony-an "Apology" by the magis- CHAP'fER 
, IX. 

trates for their condemnation of Wheelwright, a " Traot-__ _ 
ate" by Wheelwright in defense of his sermon, and an 1637. 
"Answer" to that sermon by the other ministers. Seeing 
how matters were going, Cotton bent to oiroumstances, 
explained, distinguished, and prepared to yield. 

Resolved to prevent any accessions to their opponents 
from abroad, the triumphant party enacted a law, by 
whioh all new comers were reqoired to obtain a permit 
from one of the magistrates before they could be allowed 
to settle in Massaohusetts; nor was any inhAbitant, to 
let a house to a new comer, or entertain him above three , 
weeks, without like permission. A great outcry being 
raised against this law, Winthrop put forth a manuscript 
treatise in its defense, to whioh Vana replied. Vane, 
however, presently retired from the oolony, to aot in En
g~ on a broader stage. His experience in America 
w~ not, perhaps, without its effeot j in England he be
came a leader of the new party of the Independents, a 
zealous opponent not of the bishops only, but of that 
Presbyterian faotion whioh, after the downfall of the 
Royalist party, sought to establish a religious despotism 
not unlike that whioh existed in Massachusetts. 

Orthodoxy having thus triumphed, attention was di
rected toward the Pequod war. The new towns on the 
Connectiout had continued to suffer during the winter. 
The atiaok on Wethersfield has been mentioned already. 
Fort Saybrook was beleaguered; several colonists were 
killed, and two young girls were taken prisoners, but 
were presently redeemed and sent borne by some Dutch 
traders. It bad been resolved in Massaohusetts to raise 
a hundred and sixty men for the war, and already Under
hill had been sent, with twenty men, to re-enforce Fort 
Saybrook; but, during Vane's administration, these prep-
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CBAPTU. aratiOllS had been reiarded-not from any misgivings as 
IX. to the jll8tioe of the war, but because the anny Ie WU 

1637. too much under a covenant of works." The expedition 
was DOW got ready, and, by u a eolemn public invoeati.on 
of the ward of God," a leader was desigmated by lot from 
among three of 'the magistrates set apart for that pmpo8& 

The lot fell OIl Stoughton, whose adherenoo to the ortho
dox puty during the late di8lensiOllS had restored him to 
fawr, aDd obtained for him, at the late election, ODe at 
the vacant magistrates' seats. Wilson was also d.eaig
Dated by lot as ohaplain to the expedition. The people 
of Plymouth agreed to .fnmish forty-five mf}n. • 

The decisive battle, however, had. been already fought. 
The CGDDecticut towns, impatient of delay, having 0b
tained the alliance of Uncu, sachem of the Mohegans, 
had marohed, to the number of ninety men, almost their 
entire effective foroe, under the command of John Muon, 
bred a eoldiM in the Netherlands, whom Hooker, with 
prayers and religions ceremonies, solemnly invested with 

May 10. the staff of command. After a night spent in prayer, 
ihis little army, joined by Uncal with sixty Indians, and 
accompanied by Stone, Hooker's colleague, as ohaplain, 
embarked at Hartford. 'fhey were not without great 
doubts as to their Indian allies, but were reassured at 
Fon Saybrook. While Stone was praying "for ODe 

pledge of love, tbat may COnDnn 118 of the fidelity of the 
Indians," these allies ea.me in with five Pequod 8O&Ips 
and a prisoner. Underbill joiDed with his twenty. men, 
and the united foroes prooeeded by water to Narraganset 

May 21. Bay, where they spent the Sunday in religious exeroises. 
They were fartber strengthened by Miantonimob ancI. 
two hundred Narraganset warriors; bat the English force 
seemed 80 inadequate that many of the Narragansets 
became discouraged and rammed home. 
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The Pequoda were principally oolleoted a few miles CBAP'l'Ba 

east of Pequod River, now the Thames, in two forts or IX. 

villages, fortified with trees aDd brushwood. After a fa. 1637. 
tigaing maroh of two days, MalOn reached one of these 
strongholds, situated on a high hill, at DO great distance 
&om the eea-sholfl. He enoamped a few houn to rest 
his DIen, but marched again before daybreak, and at 
early dawn approaohed the fort. The Pequods had seen May 16. 

the vessels pass along the le8.-ahore toward the ba.y of 
Narraganset, and, supposing the hoeiile boes a&aid to 
attaek them, they had .pent the night in feasting and 
Mnoing, aad MlUIOn oould hear their shootings in hill 
oamp. Toword morning they su.nk into • deep Bleep, 
fnm which they were roused by the barking of their 
dogs, 88 the ooIoniats, in two parties, approaohed.the fort, _6 led by Mason, tho other by Underhill, both of whom 

have left us narratives o( the battle. The assailanta 
poured in a fire of musketry, and, after a moment's hes
itation, forced their way into the fort. Within were 
thickly olustered wigwalD8 containing the families of the 
Indians, and what remained of their winter atores. The 
astonished Pequods seized their weapou and fought witll 
desperation; but what oould their olubs and arrows avail 
against the muskets and plate-armor of the oolon.i8ts! 
Y fit there was danger in the great superiority of their 
numbers, and Mason, orying cm.t "we must bum them," 
1bruat a fire-brand among the mats witb which the wig. 
wama were covered. AlmOlt in a moment the fort 'W8I 

in a blaze. The colonists, "bereaved of pity and with. 
out compassion," 80 Underhill himself deolaree, kept up 
the fight within the fort, while their Indian allies~ form-
ing a circle around, struok down every Pequod who at. 
tempted to eeospe. No quarter was gi't'en, no meroy 
was shown j some hundreds, not warriors only, but oW 
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CHAPTER men, women, and children, perished by the weapons of the 
IX. 

___ colonists, or in the Bames of the burning fort. " Great 

1637. and doleful," says Underhill, "was the bloody sight to 
the view of young soldiers, to see so many souls lie gasp
ing on the ground, so thiok you could hardly pass along." 
The faot that only seven prisoners were taken, while 
Mason boasts that only seven others escaped, evinces the 
unrelenting oharaoter of this massaore, whioh was accom
plished with but trifling loss, only two of the colonists 
being killed, and sixteen or twenty wounded. Yet the 
'viotors were not without embarrassments. The morn
ing was hot, there was no water to be had, and the men, 
exhausted by their long maroh the two days before, the 
weight of their armor, want of sleep, and the sharpness 
of the late aotion, must now encounter a new body of 
Pequods from the other village, who had taken the alarm, 
and were fast approaching. Mason, with a select party, 
kept this new enemy at bay, and thus gave time to the . 
main body to push on for Pequod River, into which some 
vessels had just been seen to enter. When the Indians 
approached the' hill where their fort had stood, at sight 
of their ruined habitations and slaughtered companions 
they burst out into a transport of rage, stamped on the 
ground, tore their hair, and, regardless of every thing 
save revenge, rushed furious in pursuit. But the dread. 
ed fire-arms soon ohecked them, and Mason easily made 
good his retreat to Pequod harbor, now New London, 
where he found not only his own vessels, but Captain Pat
rick also, just arrived in a bark from Boston, with forty 
men. Mason sent the wounded and most of his foroes 
by water, but, in conseq~enoe of Patriok's refusal to lend 
his ship, was obliged to maroh himself, with twenty men; 
followed by Patrick, to Fort Saybrook, where his viotory 
was greeted by a salvo of cannon. 
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In about a fortnight Stoughton arrived. at Saybrook CHAPTER 
IX. 

with the. main body of the Massaohusetts foroeS; Mason, __ _ 
with forty Connectiout soldiers and a large body of Nar- 1637. 
ragansets, joined. also in pursuing the remnants of the Jone. 

enemy. The Pequods had abandoned their oountry, or 
ooncealed themselves in the swamps. . One of these for-
tresses was attacked. by night, and about a hundred In- Joly. 

dians oaptured. The men, twenty-two in number, were 
put to death; thirty women and children were given to 
the Narraganset allies; some fifty others were sent to 
Bosf.9n, and distributed as slaves among the prinoipal 
oolonists. The fiying Pequods were pur~ued. as far as 
Quinapiaok, now New Haven. A swamp in that neigh
borhoodt where a large party had taken refuge, being 
surrounded. and attacked, a parley was had, and life was Augu8t. 

offered to "all whose hands were not in English blood." 
About two hundred, old men, women, and ohildren, 
reluotantly came .out and gave themselves up. Day-
light was exhausted in this surrender; and as night set 
in, the warriors who remained renewed their defiances. 
Toward morning, favored by a thiok fog, they broke 
through. and escaped. Many of the surviving Pequods 
put themselves under the protection of Canonions and 
other Narraganset ohiefs. Sassaons, the head saohem, 
fled to the Mohawks; but they were instigated by their 
allies, the Narragansets, to put him to death. His 
eoalp was sent to Boston, and many heads and hands of 
Pequod warriors were also brought in by the neighbor_' 
ing tribes. The adult male prisoners who remained in 
the hands of the oolonists were sent to the West Indies 
to be sold iuto slavery; the women and ohildren ex
perienoed. a similar fate at home. It was reckoned that 
between eight and nine hundred of the Pequods had been 
killed Of ~en. Such of the survivors as had escaped, 
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CRAmm wbiddea uy leager 110 cd themeelws Pequods, were 
IX. disUibuted bet1nlea the N81'1'IfPUII8t8 &ad Moheg&ns, 

1637. aDd subjected to an &I1Dllal tribute. A Ute tribute was 

imp<ad, aleo, ... tile iDhabitaDt.8 of Bloot IalaDd. TIle 
oolODilta regarded tbeir 81lOOeII as ample proof of Din. 
approbation, and justi6ed aU they had done to tIleae 
"bloody heatllen" ~ _adam qootations from the OW 
TeRamebt. Ha..mg J'8fened to "the wan of Da.~d,· 
Underhill adds, u We had 81U&oieat light fiom the word 
of God tor our prooeediags;" and Maeoa, after 80IJle ex. 
ulting quotatiOJl8 1iom tile Palma, ooaoludes: "TIme 
the Lord wu pBsed to smite our eaemi. in the hJDder 
parts, aDd fD ,m us their luacl for an inberitanoe!" 
The Indian allies admired. the oourage of the ooIoDisU, 
but they thought their medlod of W'U "too furious, aM 
to slay too DWly." 

Some oocarrenoes shQrtlyafter are BUffioient to show 
that, in tileir relations wiib the Indi8D8, the oolonists 
were not govenaed by mere passion and hatred, but fly 
eystematio principles of what they ooDBidered justioe. 
Three out of four runaway I8rvaJlts, who had roltbed 
and murdered an Indian near Providence, after corumlta
tioD with the ruagiatratee of MassaobuaettB, were tried 
at Plymouth, found guilty, and hanged. Tbe foartb 
eecapad to Piscataqua, and the people there refused to 
give him. up; "it waa their oastom, 80IDe of them," 
_ys Winthrop, u to oounteDanoe all suoh lewd p6nODS 

as fled from WI." The cue of Sequeen was still more 
remarkable. This was the obief who had instigated 1be 
attaok on WetbenfieJd, in whiob Dille of the inhabitants 
had been alain. But the elden and magistrates of 
MusaohQletts, whose opinion was asked on the snbjeot, 
cIeoided that 8equeen, baving been first injured, migbt, 
by the law. of DatioDs, right himself, either by force or 
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ftaud; "and thougli the damage be bali do.ae had been ClUPTF.P. 

a hundred times more than what he had ~ tba* IX. , 

it not oouiderabJe- ill pobat of .. just ""; neidler was 1637. 
be bound, upon auob &It opall BOt of bosiility, 50 seek 
atisfaotion fir~ ~ • p8II08&ble .,..y; it was ellOUgb 
tba* he bad compJ&iI!ed of it ea all injury." Upou the 
streagtA of tIu. -d.ooisioD, tbe JalDe dootriDe, it would 
IMID, ia -virtue -of which the Pequod war had been un
Mriaken, the peopJe of CODIII8OUcJd resolved to give ovel 
their quarrel 'with 8equeeD, aad to _tor i.at.o a uw are 
rugement with the Indiana 011 the river. 

The Pequbds extermipated, it only remained to deI&l 
with the heretics, for whieb IMIJpr:IIe ... yBOd was 88I8Dl

bled. .* Newtown, 00IIlp0se4 of all ., elden in the OOUD
t.y, iQObadiDg &eftral who bad jlMt arrived, aod of lay 
cWeptes, aIIIo, from all the oburebee. the meDlben of it 
Mag eDftJriained for eight weeks at the publio expense. 
&fare ihis 8)'Dod WIIS laitl a list of eigh~,.two "falso and Au"30. 

be!etiaal ~ioIIa," aiDe' "UDwboMsome expre88ioDs," 
and divers "perveaioD8 of Soripture." The eighty-two 
apiniona WeN oaademaed at ODee, 80IIIe as blasphemous, 
odlers as 8IIIDDB01I8, and all as tlD8Ife; aod even Wbeel. 
wright joined ia this OOIldeauia__ Some of the :00. 
.. delegates objecSecl to tlae produotima before the .yn04 
_11100 a list of emn avowed by aobody, anll expotiDc 
iIte 001_, to ~-reproaoh. Imisiing _poD tJDa 
paiDt ioo periiuoiously, 1i8ey 1Rn sileaaed. by threat. of 
magiaterial interf8Nlloe, ... IOlD8 of ihem left the lilt-

... mbly. The gNUDd time ~, iIaeftt remai.Ded onlJ: 
ift poiDta in dispute bmNeR Cotka and Wheelwright' 
OIl the ODe haDd, and. the rM ai the elden OD the othu. 
By mlltual -pJaDUion, theee five poinia were presently 
reduced to three, uad tIloIe tbree weae fuaally eta.ted in 
terma 80 ambig1wua ihd Cotton and tile otUr eldon ex.-
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CnAl"J·t:a pressed themselVes mutually satisfied. But Wheelwright 
IX. ___ would not agree. 

1637. Besides these matters of faith, some points of disci. 
pline were also determined. Women, it was agreed, 
might meet. some few together, to pray and edify one 
another; but "suoh a set assembly as was then in prac
tice at Boston, where sixty or more did meet e4fery week, 
and one woman in a prophetioal·way, by resolving ques
tions of doctrine and expounding Scripture, took upon 
her the whole exercise," was pronounced disorderly and 
without rule. The female ohuroh members, though ac
knowledged as joint-heirs of salvation, had no share in 
the earthly power of the theocracy, not even the right of 
voting in mere ohuroh affairs. It was also resolved that, 
"although a private ohuroh member might ask a ques
tion pUblioly after sermon for information, yet this ought 
to be very wisely and sparingly done, and that with leave 
of the elders; but questions then in use, whereby the 
doctrines delivered were reproved, and the elders reproaoh. 
ed, and that with bittemess, were utterly condemned." 

This synod, however, proved no more suooessful than 
others before and since, in bringing about unity of opin
ion. Though" confounded and olearly confuted," Wheel
wright and his party persisted in their errors, and "were 
as busy in nourishing contentions as before." Convinced 
"that two so opposite parties could not contain in the 
same body without apparent hazard of ruin to the whole," 
the General Court, at its session shortly after, resolved 

Nov. 2 .. upon decisive steps. Aspinwall, eleoted to this court as 
a deputy from Boston, was deprived of his seat, disfran
chised, and banished, because he had drafted the Boston 
petition presented at the previous court in Wheelwright's 
favor-a very moderate and respectful document. His 
colleague, who justified the petition, though he had not 
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signed it, was also expelled. The men of Boston inclined CBAPTU 

to re-elect these expelled. deputies; but Cotton, with much IX. 

ado, dissuaded them. Two new deputies were chosen, 1637. 
but one of these was rejected because he too had signed 
the obnoxious petition; so the vacant seat remained un-
filled. Wheelwright having refused to leave Boston, or 
to give up his public" exercisings," was disfranchised 
and banished. He appealed to the king, but was told 
that no such appeal lay, for, "by the king's grant," the 
General Court was empowered "to hear and determine, 
without any reservation." 

Mrs. Hutchinson was also banished; but, because it 
was winter, she was placed in custody in a private house 
in Roxbury, none but her relations and the elders being 
permitted to see her. Captain Underhill, hero lately in 
the Pequod war, was next called to account. He boast
ed, some time after, of having received his "assuranoo" 
while enjoying a pipe of that "good creature" tobacco, 
"since which he had never doubted of his good estate, 
neither should, though he should fall into sin." Indeed, 
he was a little too fond of other good creatures to suit the 
austere taste of Massachusetts. As he persisted in jus
tifying the petition, he was deprived of his office, and dis
franchised, as were five or six others of the principal 
signers. All signers of that document, except about 
twenty who submitted and acknowledged their fault, and 
all others who had been active on Mrs. Hutchinson's side, 
were ordered to bring in and deliver up their arms; an 
order to which fifty-eight freemen of Boston, and others 
in Charlestown, Salem, Ipswich, and New~ury, reluct. 
antly submitted. Finally, a law was passed subjecting 
to fine and imprisonment all who should defame the court 
and its proceedings; and, lest "godly friends in En
gland" might be alarmed, and discouraged from removal, 
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CUAPTER an aoooua.t of this whole transaction, "With reallODS and 
IX. obaervations," wu drawn up, and sent home to be pub. 

1637. lished. 
Mrs. Hutchinson's husband, Coddington, John Clarke, 

educated a physiQian, aDd othel' principal persoDS of the 
Hutahinsoniau party, weI'e given to understaDd that, un
less they removed of their own aooord, proceedings would 
be taken to compel them to do so. They sent, therefore, 
to seek a place of settJemellt, and found one in Plymouth 
patent; but, as the magis~atee of that colony deoliDed. to 
allow them an independent organization, they presently. 
purchased. of the Narragansets, by the reoommendation 

1638. of Williams, the beautiful and fertile Island of AqwitJa,. 
March 24. The price was forty fathoms of white wampum; fOr the 

~ditional gratuity of ten coats and twenty hoes, the 
Pre&eDt inhabitants agreed to remove.. The purchasem 
oalled it the Isw of Rhodes--a name presently ohanged 
by U86 to RUODB IsLAND. Nineteen pe1'8Oll8, haTing 
signed a bOvenant "to incorporate themselves into a 
body politio," and to submit to "our Lord Jesus Christ" 
and to his "most perfeot and absolute laws," begaa a 
I8ttlement at its northern erul, with Coddington as the~ 
judge or ohief magistrate, and three elders to assist him. 
They were 800n joined by others !rem Boston; but those 
who were "of the rigid separation, and savored A.nabap
tiam," removed to Providence, wmoh now began to be 
well peopled. ' 

Having obtained, at the same tUne with the oeaai~ 
of Aquiday, .. fOrmal grant of Providence, by another 

Oct. 8. deed shortly after Williams admitted his associates and 
such others "1L8 the major part shall receive into the 
.-me fellowship of vote," as joint owners. A covenant 
to submit "in civil thmgs only" to the orders of "the 
maJor part," was at the same time ftIleed to. 
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Mrs. Hutchinson withstood all the strenuous efforts CHAPTER 
IX. 

for her conversion made by the elders during her winter's __ _ 
imprisonment at Roxbury. She even fell into newer· 1638. 
rors, maintaining that men's souls, mortal by generation, 
are made immortal by Christ's purohase--a heresy after. 
ward adopted by the celebrated Locke. She denied the 
resurrection of the body, and asserted that Sunday is but 
as oiher days. Had up before the Boston Churoh, in a 
86S8i0n which lasted from eight in the morDing to ten '?-t 
night, she was "clearly confuted," and then solemnlyad. 
monished by Cotton, so lately her adherent, "with much 
zeal and detestation of her errors and pride of opinion." 
At a subsequent church meeting, after muoh time and Marcb 22. 

many arguments" to bring her to see her sin," the churoh 
with one oonsent "cast her out." After she was ex· 
oomm1lDicated, her spirits, which seemed before somewhat 
dejected, revived again, and she gloried in her sufferings, 
declaring "it was the greatest happiness next to Christ 
that ever befell her." 

Having J'eoeived orders from the governor to leave the 
jurisdictioD, she sought refuge at Providenoe, but soon 
joined her husband and friends at Aquiday. On some 

, hint that Mary Dyer, one of her chief disoiples at Bos. 
ton, had brought forth a monstrous birth, the magistrates 
of Massachusetts investigated the matter with eager ou
riosity and disgusting minuteness. A somewhat similar 
aooident, the result, doubtless, of exoitement and perse. 
oution, was presently said to have happened to Mrs. 
Hutchinson )tersel{. These ooourrenoes were eagerly 
seized upon as providential proofs of the monstr08ity of 
ber opinions, and are relied on as such in the "Rile, 
Reign, and Ruin of the Antinomians, Familists, and Lib· 
ertines of New England," written by WeIde, minister 
of Roxbury, in a very ferocious style, and published a 

I. R 
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ClJAP'J'EJI. few years after in England. Even the terrible charge 
IX. of witchcraft was insinuated against Mrs. Hutchinson-

1638. for how, unless by supernatural aid, could she inveigle 
so many into error? 

These vigorous prooeedings against the dissidents WeJ8 

Sept. 8. followed up by two laws, one subjecting to assessment 
and distress all who did not voluntarily contribute ao
cording to their ability to all town oharges, ",as well for 
upholding the ordinances hi the ohurohes as otherwise;" 
the other, exposing excommunioated persons to fine, im
prisonment, and banishment, at the pleasure of the mag
istrates, as "their contempt and obstinacy shall deserve." 
But this last law was soon repealed. 

As the final triumph of the orthodox party, Cotton, at 
Dec. 18. a publio fast, "did confess and bewail his own and the 

Church's security and oredulity whereupon 80 many dan
gerous errors had .gotten up." He showed how he came 
to be deceived, the errors being artfully formed. so near the 
truth he had preaohed, that at first he did not perceive 
their enormity. By this seasonable concession" did that 
reverend and worthy minister of the Gospel recover his 
former splendor throughout the country of New England." 

Immediately after his banishment, Wheelwright had 
purohased of the Indians a traot of land at the falls of 
the Squamsoot, a southern branch of the Piscataqua; 
and there, with some of his adherents, he founded the town 
and ohuroh of EXETER, whioh remained for the next three 
years an independent community, with a frame of gov
ernment agreed on by the inhabitants. Wheelwright 
and his associates continued, however, to be so far recog
nized by the Boston Church as to receive a regular dis
Dl188lon. The neighboring settlements on the Pisoata
qua, at Portsmouth and Dover, furnished an asylum to 
other of the refugees. The Lords Say and Brooke bad 
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sold out -their in~rest in the upper plantation to the resi- CHAPTER 

dents there; and one Burdett, a discontented minister IX. 

from Massaohusetts, had got himself elected governor. 1638-
He appears to have carried on a correspondence with 
Arohbishop Laud, in whioh he gave no very favorable 
aooount of the oivil aQd ecclesiastical affairs of New En-
gland. After a voyage to England, aDd a vain attempt 
to regaiJi the favor of the BostoD Churoh; in the course 
of which he was oharged with "suspioion of incontinen-
oy," the banished Underhill retired to Dover, and, muob 
to the disgust of the Massaohusetts magistrates, pres-. 
ently got himself ohosen governor in Burdett's place. 
Burdett was also, through Underhill's oontrivance, su
perseded as minister by one Knolles, recently arrived in 
Massaohusetts, but who, being suspected of " famistioal 
opinions," had been "denied residence" there. The prin-
oipal inter.est in the lower Pisoataqua plantation, or Ports-
mouth, seems to have belonged to Mason; but he was 
DoW dead, and, in payment of their wages, his agents 
shared among them the goods and cattle, the lands and 
houses, and, like their neighbors of Dover and Exeter, or
ganized an independent government of their own. Hamp-
ton, the fourth town in New Hampshire, -inviting on ao-
count of its extensive salt meadows, was settled, under 
the' jurisdiotion of Massaohusetts, by orthodox emigrants 
from that colony. In a controversy whioh presently 
arose between Wheelwright and the settlers at Hampton 
as to their mutual bounds, in answer to Wheelwright's 
allegation of a purchase from -the Indians, the Massaohu-
setts General Court set up the doctrine tbat the Indians 
" had only a natUral rigbt to as muob land as they had 
or could improve"--a bard doctrine, indeed, for tbe In-
dians, if improvement meant, oultivation, since tbe In-
dians improved their lands ohie1iy as bunting grounds. 
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CHAPTER Plymouth colony profited also by the religious dissen
IX. ___ mODS of Massaohusetts. William Vasaall, one of the early 

1638. Massachusetts assistants, an emigrant with Winthrop 
aDd the charter, but less exclusive in hiB religious views, 
having returned from England, had established himself 
at Scituate, the second town in that colony. Settlements 
also had been more recently commenced. at Taufltma, 
BandtDich, and Yarmouth, and presently at BaNlltGble, 
in part, at least, by pel'8On8 discontented with the strict 
regimen of Massachusetts. 

An opposite reason led to the foundation of still an· 
other independent colony. In the height of the Hutch. 
inson controversy, John Davenport, an eminent DODcon
formiBt minister from London, had arrived at Boston, and 
with him a wealthy company, led by two merchants, 
Theopbilus Eaton and Edward Hopkins. Alarmed at 
the new opinions and religious agitations of which Mas
eaohusetta was the seat, notwithstanding very advanta
geous oft'ers of settlement there, they preferred to estab
lish a separate oommunity of their own, to be forever 
free from the innovations of error and licentiousness. 
Eaton and others sent to explore the coast west of the 
Conneotiout, selected a place for settlement near the 
head of a spacious bay at Quinapiack, or, as the Dutch 
oalled it, Red Hill, where they built a hut, and spent 

April 13. the winter. They were joined in the spring by the rest 
of their company, and Davenport preached his first 
sermon under the shade of a spreading oak. Presently 
they entered into what they called a "plantation cov
enant," and a communication being opened with the 10-
dians, who were but few in that neighborhood, the lands 
of Quinapiack were purohased, except a small reserva. 
tion on the east side of the bay, the Indians receiving a 
few presents and a promise of protection. A tract north 
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of the bay, ten miles in one direotion aud thirteen in CHAPTER 

the other, was pnrohased for ten coats; and the 0010- IX. 

nists proceeded to layout in squares the gronnd-plan of 1638. 
a spacious eity, to whioh they presently gave the name 
of NEW IL.VEN. , 

The towns on the Connecticut, awaiting an arrange-
ment with the lords proprietors in England, had delayed 
ooming to any p6rmaDent politioal settlement. They 
suspected that Massachusetts intended to subject them 
to her jurisdiction. This intention the Massachusetts 
magistrates' denied; but they were eager for a federal 
union, for which negotiations had been for some time 
going on. As the jealousy of the Connecticut towns 
placed serious obstaoles in the way even of suoh • 
union, Massachusetts insisted that at least Springfield, 
which-fell within the limits of her charter, should sub-
mit to her jurisdiction. The other three towns, in a 
oonvention of all the freemen, adopted a written consti- 1639. 
tution, based on that of Massachusetts, but di&rent in J8II. 14. 

one important particular. As at Plymouth, residents of 
aooeptable oharacter might be admitted freemen, though 
not church members. The magistrates or assistants 
were to be chosen annually; but no magistrate W1I8 to 
be newly elected till he had first stood propounded or 
nominated for a year. The governor, required to bea 
chnrcb member, was to be ohosen from among the magis-
trates, but could not be elected for two years in suooes-
.ion: Hopkins had ooncluded to settle at Hartford, and, 
alternately with Haynes, was chosen governor for many 
years. The governor and assistants acted as' a court of 
law, and, with a House of Deputies chosen by the towns, 
composed a General Court, with the same jurisdiotion as 
in Massaohusetts, but the deputies were to sit by them-
selves as a separate body-an arrangement not yet 
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CIW'TEll adopted iD the mother colony. Mason was obosen milita. 
IX. ry ohief, an office whioh he held for the rest of his lite 

1638. on a salary of forty pounds a year. The first General 
Oct. Court enacted a body of laws, any deficienoies in whioh 

were to'be supplied by "the rule of the word of God." 
Alarm at some hostile proceedings of the Dutoh, and 
apprehensions of the Indians by whom they were sur. 
rounded, soon caused the treaty for a federal union with 
Massachusetts to be renewed. Fort Saybrook consti. 
tuted a separate jurisdiotion, under the Engliah propri. 
etors, ODe of whom, Fenwiok, arrived there about this 
time, with his own family and some others. 

After living for a year under their plantation cove
nant, the settlers at Quinapiaok proceeded. to a more 

1639. definite organization. They agreed, in the first place, 
June 4. to limit the right to partioipate in the government to 

ohurch members, and to adopt the Soriptures--esteemed 
a perfect rule for all duties-as the law of the land. 
The ohuroh was organized with great care. After 
prayers and a sermon, twelve persons were elected by 
the body of the oolonists, with power, after trial of eaoh 
other, to designate seven of their own number as the 
seven pillars--a scriptural and mystical number, as 
Davenport's preliminary sermon had proved. These 
seven were to admit suoh additional ohuroh members as 

Oct. 15. they saw fit. The ohurch being organized, and a body 
of freemen thus provided, Eaton was ohosen governor, 
an offioe to whioh he was annually re-eleoted for twenty 
years. There was no trial by jury at New Haven, no 
warrant being found for it in the word of God. The 
regulations and judioial proceedings of this oolony, deep
ly tinged by Puritan austerity, have been objects, under 
~e derisive name of" blue laws," of some exaggeration 
and much ridioule. 
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Massachusetts, however, was hardly behind New Ha.- CHAPTER 

ven in zeal for the purity of the faith. An attempt to IX. 

establish at Weymouth a new Qhurch, on the latitudina- 1639. 
rian principle of admitting all baptized persons, without 
requiring either profession of faith or relation of expe
rience, was promptly suppressed. Lenthall, the propos-
ed minister, was foroed to make a very humble apology, 
and soon foUDd it expedient to take refuge at Aquiday. 
Several Jaymen, active in the business, were heavily fined ; , 
one was whipped, and another disfranchised. 

The General Court had already made some provision 
toward educating a succession of learned ministers, by 
establishing a sohool at Newtown, the name of which had 1638. 
been changed to Cambridge, in honor of the university 
where most of the Massachusetts ministers had received 
their education. Endowed by John Harvard, a minister 
who died shortly after hiS arrival, with his library and 
the gift of half his estate, amounting to £800, or $3840, 
this school was now erected into a college, named after 1639. 
its benefactor, and plaoed under the superintendence of a 
board of overseers, composed of the magistrates and the 
ministers of the six neigbboring churches. Henry Dun-
ster, a distinguished Hebrew scholar, just arrived in the 
oolony, was chosen the first president. Besides oooa-
sional annual grants, and contributions taken up for its 
benefit, the inoome of the ferry between Boston and 
Charlestown was bestowed on the college. 

A printing press, said to have been the gift of some 
friends in Holland, was set up at Cambridge, under the 
oharge of Stephen Day, the first, probably, in America. 
Its first literary production was a new metrical version 1640. 
of the Psalms, prepared by Eliot, WeIde, and Mather, 
and revised by Dunster, which, though not very remark .. 
able for tunefulne8S, long continued to be used in the 
worship of the New England churches. 
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CHAPTD Winthrop's re-election as governor three times in sue-
IX. cession since the defeat of Vane began to exoite some 

1639. jealousy. Suoh repeated re-eleotions "mig'bt make way 
for a governor for life;" which, indeed, had been "pro
pounded" by some of the elders and magistrates, "as 
most agreeable to God's institution, and the praotice of 
all well-ordered states," But in this opinion the free

men of Massachusetts did by no means conour. C0a-
I neotiout, as we have just seen, had taken special pains, 

in its fundamental constitutions, to guard against any 
suoh result. A like jealousy also exhibited itself on the 
subjeot of the Standing Council for Life. Endicott had 
been added to that council &8 a third member; it never 
seems to have had any others. Though still allowed to 
retain the superintendence of military affairs, its mem
bers were forbidden to aot as magistrates, unless specially 
chosen at the annual elections. The next year the ro-

1640. tation principle prevailed, and Dudley was chosen govem
or; but the colonists showed their regard for Winthrop 
by contributing upward of three thousand dollars toward 
the discharge of a heavy peouniary liability, likely to be

come very embarrassing to him, in whioh he had been 
involved by the dishonesty of his agent in England. 

While tJaese various events were taking place in New 
England, the alarm of danger from home, though some
what diminished, bad by no means wholly subsided. To 
Mason's process of Quo Warranto, those members of the 
company resident in England, on whom it had been 
served, pleaded a disclaimer; but the death of Mason, 
already mentioned, prevented further proceedings with 

1637. that suit. An order, however, was presently issued by 
the Lords Commissioners for Plantations, that no person 
of the rank of a " subsidy man," that is, rated to the taxes 
oalled subsidies, should embark for America without ape-
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ciallicense; and no person of any rank, without & certif. CHAP'l"BR 

icate"from his parish minister ofoonformity to the churoh. IX. 

As this prohibition was little regarded, an order was is· 1638. 
sued the next year for stopping all ships bound to New 
England. The entr~ti68 of the ship..owners procured 
the reoall of this order; but the Lords Commissioners for 
Plantations dispatched directions to Massaohusetts to send 
home the oharter by the next ship. "The General Court, 
by letter from the governor, respeotftilly declined, lest it 
might be oODBtrued by their friends in ~ngland as a sur-
render of that instrument, and lest "many bad minds, 
yea, and some weak ones" among themselves, should 
take oooasion therefrom to think it lawful and necessary 
to accept a governor geDelal. A fresh demand for the 
oharter came out the next year, with assurances that a 1639. 
new one would be granted, and that the commissioners 
had DO intention to deprive the colonists of their liberties. 
This order came inolosed in a letter' from Cradook; and 
sinoe the oommissioners could have DO proof of its deliv-
ery, the General Court resolved not to notice it at all. 
But by this time the English government was so deeply 
involved in the quarrel with Scotland, upon whioh coun-
try a vain attempt was made to force Episcopaoy and 
the Liturgy, that the Puritan colonies of New England 
ceased to attract attention. 

To the provinces confumed to the indefatigable Gor-
ges at the surrender of the great New England patent, 1635. 
he had given the name of NEW SoMERSET. Though dis
appointed, as already mentioned, in visiting his province 
88 govemor general of New England, he presently sent 
out his nephew, William Gorges, commissioned" as his 
deputy for New Somerset, to establish a government over 
the fishing hamlets already planted at Agarnentious, 
Saoo, and elsewhere on the ooast. Gorges, who resided 
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CHAPTER for some time in New Somerset, held a General Court 
- IX. 

___ at &co. After his return to England, George Cleves 

1637. brought out a commission, by whioh a number of the 
Mas.-ohuaetts magistrates were authorized to aot as dep
uties for New Somerset. . But, since the attaok on their 
oharter, Gorges was suspected and distrusted. Some of. 
the persons named in the commission bad left Ma8$IWhu
setts on aooount of the Hutohinsonian controversy. No 
action, therefore, was had under it. This same Cleves 
was also engaged in a project for procuring settlers for 
Long Island, having entered into an agreement to that 
effect with the Earl of Sterling, to whom, in the late 
division of New England, that island had been assigned. 

Not yet discouraged, though he had sunk upward of 
£20,000, 898,000, during the thirty yeau for whioh 
he had been engaged in colonization projects, Gorges ob-

1639. tamed a 'royal oharter for his American provinces, of whioh 
the name was now ohanged to MAI1'fE; perhaps in honor 
of the queen, who had some feudal relation with that 
Frenoh provinoe--though "the main," as distinguished 
from the numerous islands along that coast, had long 
been a ourrent appellation with the planters and fisher
men. Gorges drew up a soheme intrusting the govern
ment to a lieutenant, ohancellor, marshal, admiral, aad 
other high officers, who, together with eight deputies 
elected by the people, were to constitute tbe legislative 
counoil or General Court. The little village of Agamen
tious,ohartered first as a borough and then as a city, 
was named GeorgiaM, in honor of the proprietor, whose 
kinsman and deputy, Thomas Gorges, presently held at 

1640. Saco the first General Court for the province of Maine. 
Burdett, superseded at Dover by Knolles, had removed 
to Agamentious, and, being fined by this court for adul
tery, he prooeeded to England to prosecute his appeal. 
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Meanwhile, in England, affairs, onoe set in motion, CHAPTER 
IX. 

were making very rapid progress. The attempted. paoi- __ _ 

fication -with the Scotch Covenanters proved a failure. 1640. 
The Scottish army entered England, and Charles soon 
found himself obliged to oall that famous Long Parlia-
ment, the most remarkable body in English history. A 
large number of its members were Puritans; almost all 
were opposed to Charles's tyrannical polioy. They en-
tered at once on the redress of grievances, and, in the 
course of eighteen months, assumed the entire political 
authority of the realm. On a petition against the re
straints on emigration, presented to the House of Lords 
soon after the meeting of this Parliament, it was resolved 
that the colonists should enjoy all their libemes, aooord-
ing to their patents. But the recent political ohange at 
home had removed the chief inducement to emigrate. 

The aooessiODS whioh New England henceforward re
ceived from abroad. were more than counterbalanced by 
perpetual emigrations, whioh, in the course of two cen· 
turies, have scattered her SODS over every part of North 
America, and, indeed, of the globe. The immigrants of 
the preceding period had not. exoeeded twenty-five thou. 
aaDd a primitive stock, from whioh has been derived not· 
less, perhaps, than a fourth part of the present popula. 
tion of the United States. 

The cost of New England colonization thus far has 
been reckoned at a million of dollars--a great sum for 
those tinles, but probably short of the truth. Already 
there existed. east of the Hudson twelve mdependent com· 
munities, comprising not less than fifty toWDS or distinct 
eettlements. But a consolidation presently took place, 
by whioh the separate jurisdiotioDS were reduced to six. 
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CHAPTER X. 

NEW ENGLAND DURING THE LONG PARLIAMENT. 

CHAPTER SUCH coin as the emigrants to New England brougbt 
:x. 

___ with them quiokly went baok again in payment fur im-
ported goods; but, so long as the emigration was kept up, 
this inconvenience was little felt. Every new set of em
igrants brought a fresh supply of money with them; and 
the lively demand for corn and cattle, on the part of th6 
new comers, raised prices to a high pitch. The sudden 
stop put to immigration, occasioned by the political ohang
es in England, oaused a great fall of prices, and a corre
sponding difficulty in paying debts. Taxes had all along 
been paid in grain and cattle, at rates fixed by the Gen
eral Court; and grain, at different prices for the different 
sorts, was now made a legal tender for the payment of 

1640. all new debts. To prevent saorifices of property in oases 
of inability to pay, com, oattle, and other personal goods, 
or, in defect of suoh goods, the bouse and lands of the 
debtor, when taken in execution, were to be delivered to 
the oreditor, in full satisfaotion, at suoh value as they 
might be appraised at by "three understanding and in
different men," one ohosen by the oreditor, another by the 
debtor, and a third by the marshal. So far as relates to 
lands and houses, the method of levy thus introduced pre
vails to this day-a marked peculiarity in the law of New 

. England. 

Beaver skins were also paid and received as money, 
and, from their value as a remittance, they held the next 
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pla08 to coin. Moaket balls, at a farthing eaoh, were CBAPTEIl 

at ODe time a legal tender to the amount of a shilling. x. 

A more avafiable ourrenoy was found in the wampum 1640. 
or peage, already mentioned-oylindrica1 beads half an 
inch long, of two colon, white and bluish black, made by 
the Indians from parts of 08rtain sea-shells. The coasts 
of Long Island Sound abounded with these shells, and, 
aooording to Bradford, ihe Pequods and Narragansets 
had grown" rioh and potent" by their abundance of wam-
pum, much in demand for purposes of ornament among 
the interior tribes. The people of Plymouth first learned. 
the 1186 and value of this article from the Dutch of Man
hattan, and they soon found it very profitable in trade 
with the Eastern Indians, the shells of whioh it was made 
not being common north of Cape Cod. Presently it came 
to be employed as a oirculating medium, first in the in-
dian traffio, and then among the colonists generally. 
Three of the blaok beads, or six of the white, passed for a 
penny. For convenien08 of reckoning, they were struDg 
in known par08ls, a penny, threepence, a shilling, and 
five sbillings in white; twopence, sixpence, two and six
pen08, and ten· shillings in black. A fathom of white 
was worth ten shillings, or two dollars and a halI; a 
fathom of black, twice as much; but as the quantity in 
oiroulation inoreased, the value presently depreciated, and 
the number of beads to the penny was augmented. 

The difficulty of paying for imported goods, and the 
depreciation in the value of corn and cattle, stimulated 
the colonists to new kinds of industry. Hugh Peters, who 
had suooeeded Williams as minister of Salem, and whoee 
zeal in worldly affairs led him to suppress'the weekly 
lecture there, was very busy in getting up a company 
for the fisheries, whioh hitherto had been oarried on ex
clusively from. England. Already the General Court had 
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CHAPTER made an order that all property employed in that business 
x. should be free of taxation for seven years. Ship build-

1640. ing was also gone into, and Peters was aotive in promot
ing that. In the oourse of two years, six large vesseJs 
were built, in whioh voyages were undertaken to Madei. 
ra, the Canaries, and presently to Spain, with oargoes 
of staves and fish, whioh found there a ready market. 
Wines, sugar, and dried fruit were imported in return. 
Thus early was commenced that oareer of navigation 
and commerce in whioh New England still oontinues so 
active and distinguished. Nor were manufactures neg
lected. The oultivation of hemp and flax was suooess
fully undertaken j veBBels were sent to the West Indies 
for cotton j and the fabrio of linen, cotton, and woolen 
oloths was set on foot, partioularly at Bowleg, a new 
town between Ipswioh and Newbury, where a oolony of 
Yorkshire olothiers had recently settled, with Ezekiel 
Rogers, a grandson of the famoWil martyr, for their min
ister. Nathaniel Rogers, another grandson of the mar
tyr, was settled at Ipswioh as Norton's oolleague, in 
plaoe of Wam, who had resigned. 

The jealousy entertained by the freemen of the arbi
trary and undefined powers exeroised by the magistrates 
had been exhibited in repeated oalls for a body of funda
mental laws, "in resemblance of a magna obarta." Two 

1636. oommissions, sUOO888ively appointed to draw up suoh a 
1636. code, appear to have made but little progress. Several 

of the magistrates, in faot, were opposed to the proceed
ing, not only as it might limit their authority, but be- I 

cause the maintenance of the theooraoy might make it 
neoessary that some of their laws should run oounter to 
that provision of the oharter whioh required the legisla
tion of the oolony to oonformto that of England--a oon
tradiotion whioh it was thought safer to introduce by cas-
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tom and ua.ge than by express enactment. But the CJW>TER 

froomeD were not satis1ied; and the preparation of a draft x. 

of fundamental laws had been again intrusted to Cotton 1641. 
and Ward, who made separate reports. Cotton had taken 
for his model "Moses, his judioials;" and his draft, after-
ward. published in England, has been often erroneously' 
represented as the first oode of Massaohusetts. Ward, 
before studying divinity, had been bred a lawyer. His 
draft seems to have aimed at the preservation of political 
rights, as they began to be olaimed in England, rather 
than at reconstructing in America a Jewish theocraoy. 

The appointment of preacher of the election sermon 
bad hitherto rested. ~th the Court of Assistants; but 
the freemen, without consulting the magistrates, and 
not a little to their dissatisfaction, about the time these 
reports were made, took it upon themselves to call Ward 
to the performance of that duty; upon which oooasion 
he delivered, as Winthrop informs us, "a, moral and 
political disoourse," grounded more on "the old Roman 
and Grecian governments" than on the "practice of Is
rael." The election that followed. resulted in the main. May. 

tenanoe of the rotation principle, by the choice of Rioh-
ad Bellingham as governor. 

At the same court Massaohusetts received the submis
sion of Dover and Portsmouth, a proceeding in which 

. Underhill had a oonsiderable share. Though, after his 
election as governor of Dover, he had resented with some 
insoleUoe the interference of the Maasaohusetts magis
trates, he presently became alarmed at a charge of adul
tery to which' he was summoned to answer by: the B0s-
ton Churoh. He obtained a safe-conduot, came to Boston, 1640. 
and confessed the adultery with whioh he was oharged; March. 

but his submission not being satisfactory, the churoh ex
oommUDioated him. Several monibs after, under a new Sept. 
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CHAfTEll safe.conduot, he came again to Boston, and on a leot1U'e 
~ day, after sermon, in presence of the congregation, stand-
1640. ing upon a form, in his worst olothes, without a band, a 

foul linen cap pulled olose to his eyes--he who was 80 fond 
of " bravery of apparel"-with deep sighs and abundanoe 
of tears, laid open his wicked course, his adultery, his 
hypocrisy, his persecution of God's people, and, espeoial
ly, " his pride and contempt of the magistrates." He jua
tiDed all the punishments imposed upon him, and dwelt 
with great pathos on the tenors of exeommunioatioo.; 
how he had lost all his pretended 8.¥uranoo, being de
livered over to the buffetings of Satan and the horrors 
of despair. "He spoke well," says Winthrop, an eye
witness of the scene, "save that his blubberings inter· 
rupted him, and all along discovered a broken and COIl· 

trite heart." By these and other hllmiliatiODS he ob. 
tamed a reversal of his sentence of banishment; and, still 
further to recommend himself to favor, he pressed the 
people of Dover to submit to the jurisdiotion of Massa. 
ohusetts-a proposition whioh had beea for some time in 
agitation. The magistrates of Massaohusetts, in co~ 
quenoe of the dispute with Wheelwright about bounds, 
had sent to explore the Merrimac, whioh was thus dis
covered to come from the north. A parallel of latitude 
three miles north of "any and every part" of the Merri. 
mao formed on the north the chartered limit of Massa •. 

I ohusetts, and a olaim was aoeordiDgly set up to all the' 
New Hampshire towns, as falling within that boUndary. 
A local disturbance at Dover SOOD gave oooasiOD to inter. 
fere. Knolles had. been superseded there by one Lark. 
ham, "a man of good. parts, and wealthy," lately arrived 
from England, whom the people preferred to have as min· 
ister. But he did not" savor the right way of ohurch 
discipline," and, muoh to the disgust of Knolles and 
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Underhill, received into the ohuroh all who offered them- CHAPTER 

selves as ~andidates. A violent quarrel soon arose; the x. 

hostile parties took arms; Knolles marohed at 'the head 1641. 
or his followers, pistol in hand, with a Bible raised on a 
pole 88 his standard; Larkham oalled in aid frorq the 
lower settlement; an armed party from Portsmouth oame 
to ,bis assistance; and a court was held, at whioh Knolles, 
and Underhill, whose intrigues' on behalf of Massaohu-
setts were not unknown, were heavily fined, and ordered 
to leave Dover. They applied for aid to Massaohusetts; 
and Peters and Bradstreet, appointed commissioners, trav-
eled on foot from Sale~ to investigate the matter. Just 
then, to add to the confusion, it was discovered that 
Knolles had been guilty of incontinence. In the end, 
both Dover and Portsmouth agreed to submit to the juris
diction of Massachusetts; on condition, however, that, so 
far as these towns were concerned, ohuroh membership 
should not be required as a . qualifioation to be freemen, 
or to sit as representatives in the General Court. Exeter 
earne into the same arrangement the next year. Wheel- 1642. 
wright removed, in consequence, with some of his adhe-
rents, and founded the town of Wells, in Maine. Soon 
afterward he followed the example of Underhill, and, hav- 1643. 
ing written a penitential letter; was presently allowed to Dec. 7, 

return to MasSaohusetts; a favor extended, on similar 1644. 
oonoessions, to several of the refugees at Aquiday or May •. 

Rhode Island. 
Some friends in England, shortly after the meeting of 

the Long Parliament, had suggested an application on 
behalf of Massachusetts to that body. This, at first, had 
been declined, "on consideration," says Winthrop, "that, 
if we should put ourselves under the protection of Parlia
ment, we must then be subject to all suoh laws as they 
should make, in whioh oourse, though they should intend 

I S 
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CBAPTD. our good, yet it might prove very prejudioial to tIs." 
x. But, at the court at whioh Bf'lliugham was oboseu gov-

1641. ernor, it had been resolved to seud commissioners to ne
gotiate 88 ooo&sion might offer, and especially to explaia 
to t~ friends in England the many reoent failures in the 
payment of debts. The active Peters, appointed on this 
mission, along with WeIde, minister of Roxbury, and 
Hibbins, one of the aasistants, suooeeded in obtainiJIs 
several contributions for the benefit of the colony. Tb,e 
younger Winthrop, who visited England in their oom .. 

1643. pany, returned not long after with capital and workm. 
for establishing iron works--an enterprise warmly enOOUf
aged by the General Court, presently set on foot at Brain. 
tree and Lynn, and, after some losses,-suooessfully pros
ecuted. Peters; who had fonnerly resided in Holland, 
had a commission, also, from the governors of M ..... 
chusetts and Connecticut to treat with the Dutch West 
India Company for the settlement of limits. 

From the two drafts above mentioned, that of Wam 
V'y_ being principally followed, a body of fundaJD.ental law 

had been compiled and sent to every town., to be first 
oonaidered by the magistrates and elders, and then to be 
published by the oonstables, "that if any man saw any 
thing to 'be altered, he might communioate his thoughts 
to some of the deputies." Thus deliberately prepared, 
these'laws, niuety.eight in number, or one hundred in. 

1641. oluding the preamble and conclusion, were .at length 
Dec. formally adopted by the I18.me of "Fundamentals," or 

" JJody of Liberties." 
This curioUs oodeeommenaee with a general state. 

ment of the rights of the inhabitants in seventeen arti
oles, of which several may now be found embodied in the 
Constitution of the United States, and the State Bills 
.of Rights. One article 8e01l1'eII the right of moving oat 
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of the jUrisdiction at plea8t1le--« privilege denied in Vir. CHAPTER 

ginia, aDd hith~rto muoh contesied in Mas.saohusetts. ' x. 

Another provides that no man shall be compelled to go 1641. 
out of the jurisdiotion upon .any oft'ensive war; the ex· 
oeption,bawever, of ~'viDdiotive and defeneive we:nI' 
left ample soope for military enterprises. All mono~ 
lies, except in DeW inventions for • short time, and all 
f4mdal j~umbranoee OIl land, are ~bited. 

Next :fi)llow "rights, rules, and liberties concerning 
j1ldicial proceedings," forty-one in number. No legal 
process is to abate for oiroumstaniial errors which do not 
prevent the person .or the 0&8e from being rightly under
atood. The defendant me.y set up as many defen8e8 as 
he pl88888 two improvements on the praotice of the En-

. gIish courts, subsequently adopted by the English Par. 
liament. Pleaders may be employed, but are not to be 
paid. Parties to suits are liable to a personal examiD&
tion-an exoel1ent praotioof einoo laid aside. They ma,y 
ttunually agree whether to relet their case to a jury or to 
the oourt. False and malioious plaintift's are liable to a 
fine. All oriminal cases must be tried at the first court 
after process is oommenoed. " No man shall be beaten 
above forty stripes, nor shall any true gentleman, or 
any man equa1 to a gentleman; be ptiDisMd with· whip
ping, unless his crime be very shameful, and his course 
of life vioioos and profligate." Tortare is prohibited,' 
nnle8fJ in a oapital case, upon .. person already convicted 
upou full proof, and who evidently had' a secret accom
plice; "then be may be tortured, but not with sooh tor. 
tures u be barbarous and inhuman." Barbarous and 
ornel punishments are prohibited-a prohibition, how .. 
ever, whioh did not extend to whipping, standing in the 
pillory, oropping, and other similar inflictions, which the 
hard manners of those times did not esteem oruel. Two 

, 
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CHAPTER or three witnesees, or their equivalent, are required in a 
x. 

___ capital case. Jurors are to be ohosen by the freemen of 
1641. the towns. 

Twenty "liberties, more particularly concerning the 
freemen," relate to the oivil polity of the oolony. The 
right of superintending the. ohurohes is conferred upon 
the magistrates and General Court--the representa
tives, it must be recollected, of a oonstituenoy of ohurch 
members. The right to deal with ohuroh members·" in 
a oivil way," without waiting for the action of their par
tioular ohurohes--e. point on whioh there had been some 
controversy-is expressly vindicated. No ohurch oen
sure can degrade or depose any civil offioer-4 provision 
intended, however, not 80 much for the benefit of the 
oivil power against the ohurohes, as to proteot the ma
jority of ohuroh members against the members of eaoh 
partioular church. The right of the towns to elect their 
"prudential" offioers, oalled selectmen, and their deputies 
to the General Court, and of the body of the freemen 
to ohoose annually all magistrates, is speoially guarded. 
The. oontrol of all local treasuries is secured to the free
men of the locality, and of the publio treasury to the 
General Court, which has also the pardoning power. 
Jurors "not olear in their judgments or conl5Oienoes" 
may, in open oourt, consult ·with any person whom they 
desire·" to resolve or advise" them. No proscription nor 
oustom may prevail to establish any thing" morally sin
ful by the law of God." 

" Liberties of women," in two artioles, take from hus
bands that right over the wife of personal ohastisement, 
whioh the common law of England allo",ed. The Gen
eral Court is authorized to interfere for the benefit of 
the widow, to whom, at his death, the hUIJband had not . 
left "a competent portion of his ·estate." 
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" Liberties of ohildren," in four artioles, give the eld- CHAPTER 

est son a double portion of intestate estates--a practice x. 
borrowed from the Mosaio code, and adopted throughout 1641. 
New EnglaDd. Cases of" willful and unreasonable ~ 
nial of timely marriage"-to whioh, as respected. minors, 
parental consent was nooessary-and of Unnatural se-
verity on the part of parents, were to be redressed by 
the magistrates . 

. , Liberties of servants," in four artioles, made it law
ful to harbor indented serv~nts flying from the tyranny 
of their masters until the matter could be judioially ex
amined, notioe bemg given to the master and the nearest 
constable. A faithful and diligent service of seven years 
entitled the servant to dismissal" not empty-handed;" 
but servants unfaithful, negligent, and unprofitable' to 
masters who treated them well, were not to·be discharged 
till they had made up for their negligenoes. A servant 
maimed or disfigured by his master was entitled to lib
erty and other recompense. We may notice- here inci
dentally, among other effects of the prevailing financial 
crisis in the colony, that those who had brought estates 
'With them from England, and had relied on the labor of 
indented servants, became for the most part impover
ished, while some of these very servants, and others of 
inferior condition, oraftsmen Or traders,' were quite suc
cessful in acquiring property, and founded families after
ward conspicuous in ooIonial annals. 

"Liberties of· foreigners and strangers," in three arti
oles, limit the hospitalities of the oolony to people of 
other nations "professing the true Christian religion"
rather a narrow limitation, if the judgment of Massa.
chusetts Bay were to be taken as the standard. But 
sufferers by shipwreck, whether friends or enemies, were 
to be protected. One of these artioles, based on the Mo-
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CBAPTD wo oode, provides that "there shall never be any bond. 
x. alavery, villanage, nor captivity among us, unless it be 

1641. lawful captives taken in jut wars, and snob 8trangers 
as willingly sell themselves or are sold unto UB, and 
these shall have all the liberties and Christian ll~ 
whioh the law of God established in Israel req~ 
This exempts none from servitude who shall be judged 
thereto by authority." This artiole gives express sanc

tion to the slave trade, and the' praotice of holding ne
groes and Indians in perpetual bondage, anticipating by 
many years ,any thing of tbe sort to be found in the 
statutes of Virginia or Maryland. 

Two artioles "of the brnte oreature" forbid ornelty to 
domestic a~ma1s, and secure, the right of pasturage in 
uninclosed lands to aU persons driving cattle. 

"Capital laws" infliot the punishment of death on 
twelve offenses--idolatry, witchoraft, blasphemy, p~ 
meditated murder, sudden or passionate murder, poison
ing or other guileful murder, two orimes of uncleanne., 
adultery, manostealing, perjury in a capital case, and 
"the treaoherously or perfidiously attempting the alter
ation or subversion" of the fundamental frame of pol
ity adopted by the colony. Eaoh inftiotion of death iIJ 
backed by references to the law of Moses. Some of the 
deputieS were very earnest for specifio punishments for 
all minor offeQaes; but this waR zealo1l8ly, and, for the 
present, suooessfully opposed by the magistrates, who in
liated upOn Ii. disoretion on those points. 

The fundamentals conclude with a d.eolaration of" the 
liberties whioh the Lord Je8U8 has given to the ohurob8l." 

. But the striot union between churoh aDd state, ~ 
the despotio authority assumed by the aggregate of the 
oburoh members, as represented by the magiatratea and 
deputies, reduced the libertiea of the iP.dividual oburahes 
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wiihin very narrow limits. Almost every olause in CJIAPTEIl 

this section is burdened with a qualification whioh de- x. 
atroys its force. "Every churoh hath free liberty of 1641. 
election and ordination of all their officers, provided they 
be able, pious, and orthodox." "We allow private meet. 
ings for edification in religion among Christians of all 
sorts of people, 80 it be without just off~ for number, 
time, place, and other oircumstanoes." The polity of 
Massachusetts conferred, in faot, unlimited power in 
matters of religion, as in every thing else, upon the ma-
jority of the ohuroh members, as represented by the 
magistrates and General Court. Those in ,the minority, 
whether ohurohes or individnaJs, had no rights and no 
alternative but silellOO and 8ubmission, or withdrawal 
from the colony. 

Bellingham's administration was a good deal disturbed 
by oontentions between him and the other magistrate&' 
He got into diffioulty, also, with the deputies, who gave 
him a "solemn admonition" for having pr8811Dled to 
alter, without authority from the court, the amount of 
a fine whioh had been imposed. The owious circum
atan088 of bis . second marriage brought him also into 
COlliaioD with the law. The bride was a young lady 
about to be engaged to a young friend of the governor, 
who had promoted the match; but all of a sudden over
come, as he alleged, by "the strength of his affection," 
Bellingham proposed on hiB own account The lady ac
cepted, and, without waiting to conform to the publish. 
meat law, the governor, by virtue of IUs authority as a 
magistrate, perCormed the marriage ceremony himself! 

At the next election Winthrop was again ohosen gov- 1642-
erDor, notwithstanding the efforts of Speaker Hathorne May. 

to have him left out of the magistracy altogether, under 
preteD8e of the PO'gerty to which his recent 101B88 had 
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CHAPTER reduoed 'him. Bellingham, however, was rechoeen a 
x. magistrate, and was sitting on the benoh as suoh when 

1642. the indiotment whioh the grand jury had found against 
him for violation of the publishment law came up for 
trial. He did not leave the benoh; and, as but ODe or 
two oth~r magistrates were present, the secretary, not 
thinking it proper that he should sit on the trial of his 
own case, passed it by; and 80 .the matter seems to have 
dropped. 

Dudley was 80 muoh mortified at the repeated prefer
ences given to Winthrop as govemor, that he threaten
ed to leave the colony, and was with great diffioulty pre
vailed on to retain his p1aoe as a magistrate. The spirit 
of emigration, coeval with the planting of New England, 
and parallel with its growth, had received a new impulae 
from the late deoline in the value of property. Unde
terred by the "meager, unhealthful countenances" of 
Virginia and the West Indies, many were 80 faken with 
the supposed ease and plenty of those countries as to pro-, 
pose removing thither. Migration to Long Island was 
already begun, of whioh we shall have oocasion to speak 
further in another ohapter. Thomas Mayhew having 
purohased Martha's Vineyard of an agent of Lord Ster
ling, presently, with a colony from Watertown, oom-

1643. menped a settlement there. Lord Say was engaged in 
a new project for a oolony at New Providence, one of the 
Baha~as; he also had a settlement on foot at Trinidad ; 
and 80me people of Massaohusetts, through the impor
.tnnities of Humphrey, his agent, were persuaded to re

move thither. It was vainly attempted to quiet Hum
phrey by ohoosing him major general of the .Massaohu
letts militia, an office he was the first to hold. 

Jealous of these migrations, Winthrop wrote to Lord 
Say, showing him "how evident it was that God had 
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ohosen New England to plant his people in, and there. CHAPTER 

fore how displeasing it would be' to the Lord, and dan. . x. 
gerous to himself, to hinder this work." The Spamarcis, 1642. 
who olaimed the Bahamas, attaoked New Providenoe, 

.and the settlement was broken up. Nor did that at Trin. 
idad suooeed any better. "Muoh disputation there 
was," says the patriotio Winthrop, "about liberty of re-
moving for outward advantages, and all ways were sought 
for an open door to get out at i but it is to be feared 
many orept out at a broken wall. For suoh as come to-
gether into a wilderness where are nothing but wild beasts 
and beaSt-like men, aud there confederate together in 
oivil and ohuroh estate, whereby they do, implioitly at 
least, bind themselves to support eaoh other, and that so-
oiety, whether oivil or sacred, of whioh they are mem· 
bers, how they oanbreak from this without free consent 
is hard to find, so as may satisfy a tender or good con· 
soience in time of trial." To remain in Massachusetts 
was to submit, however, to a pretty striot regimen, of 
whioh some ourious instances presently appeared. The 
young Riohard Saltonstall, lately elected a magistrate, 
had written a treatise against the Standing Counoil for 
Life, whioh he had delivered to Hathorne, a sort of leader 
of the deputies, to lay before the General Court. But 
Hathorne, with the fate of Stoughton before him, hesi. 
tated to do it. The existence of this treatise presently 
leaked out, and an order was passed to bring it into 
oourt. Some passages appeared to Winthrop "very of. 
fensive and unwarrantable i" yet the deputies resisted all 
atiempts to censure the author. He was very roughly 
answered, however, in two counter treatises, one by Dud. 

# ley, the other by one of the ministers: The elders, to· 
whom Saltonstall's book was refetred by the General 
Court, made an elaborate report upon it, lenient, indeed, . 
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0lW'TBB. toward SaltoJl8tall, but justifying the Council for Life 
x. . his ___ agamst oonsures. 

1642. Briscoe, "a rioh man, a tanner," but not a ohurch 
member, and, of oourse, not a fleeman, who" publisbed 
underhand" a treatise against taxation for the support of 

the ministers, did not escape so easily. He WJUI fined tea 
pounds; and one of the publishers forty shillings. 

A transaotion, some two or three years afterward, in 
whiob Saltonstall was conoorned, has been magnified by 
too precipitate an. admiration into a protest on the part 
of Massaohusetts against the African slave trade. So 
far, however, from any 8uoh prO~8t being made, at the 
very birth of the foreign oommerce of New England the 
African slave trade beoame a regular business. The 
ships which took cargoes of staves and fish to Madeira 
and the Canaries were aooustomed to touch on the 
coast of Guinea" to trade for negroes," who were oar
ried generally to Barbadoes or the other English islands 
in the West Indies, the demand for them at home heiDI 
but small. In the case above referred to, instead of buy
ing negroes in the regular. course of traffic, whioh, un
der a fundamental law of Massaohusetts already quot
ed, would have been perfectly legal, the crew of a B0s
ton ship joined with some London vessels on the coast, 
and, on pretense of some quarrel with the natives, landed 
a "murderer"-the expressive name of a small pieoe of 
cennon--attaoked a negro village on Sunday, killed many 
of the inhabitants, and made a few prisoners, two Gf 
whom fell to the share of the Boston ship. In the 00W'88 

1645. of a lawsuit between the master, mate, and owners, all 
this story came out, and Saltonstall, who sat 118 ODe of 
the magistrates, thereupon presented a petition to the 
oourt, in whioh. he oharged the master and mate with a 
t1ueefold otrense, murder, man-stealing, and Sabbath-
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breaking; the two first capital by the ftmdamentailawl CIIAPTBR 

ef Massaohusetts, and. aU of them" capital by the law of x. 
God." The magistrates doubted their authority to pun- 1642. 
itb crimes couunitted on the coast of Africa; but they 
Clldered the negroes to be sent back, as having been pro-
oured not honestly by purchase, but unlawfally by kid
aapping. 

Ever since the termination of the Pequod war New 
Eugland had been disturbed by l'1UIlOl8 of Indian hostili-
ties. An opinion, indeed, had gained grollIldt ourrent 
at the same time in Virginia, that the Indians were of 
the "oursed 1'806 of Ham," tit only to be rooted out. 
This Ol11el opinion had been reprobated in a joint letter, 
addressed to the ·General Court of Massaoh~tts by the 1640. 
magistrates of Connecticut, New Haven, ud A.quiday, 
in whioh it. was recommended to gain over the Indians 
by justice and kindness. To tbeee 4umane seniimente 
the GeJieral Court of Ma.esaoh1186tts had responded; but 
ibey refused to inolude the magistrates of Aquiday ill 
iheir answer"or to have any interoourse with sUoh iObi&
matics. Presently DeW' reports began to spread-pro~ 
agated, it 86ema probable, by Unoas, sachem of the 
Mohegaos, a restless ohief, very jealous of his Narra
guset neighbol'&-l1lIDOlS whioh 80 wrought upon the 
magistrates of Connectiout that they sent to invite 1642 
Massaohusetts to- joiQ. with them in a sudden attack OIl Sept. 

the Indians. By way of preoaution, the IDagistrates of 
Massaoh1Ul8tta ordered Cutsbamikin, the PJinoipal sa-
otaem in the neighborhood of Boston, to be arrested aDd. 
disanned. Paeeaconaway, on the Merrim&o, was &lao 
ealled upon to d,eliver up his gan.a, whioh he did readily, 
utwithstanding lOme violenee .and insults to his family 
on the part of the 1IleI8eIIg8l'8, for which the magistratee 
ordered an apology to be lIULCle. MiaIltonimoh, the Nar-
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CHAP1'ER raganset ohief, being sent for, oame freely to Boston; 
x. and the General Court, convinoed that the oharges 

1642. against him were false, refused to take up arms. Mian
tonimoh demanded justice on his false aoousers, bnt 
W88 obliged to promise not to make war on Uno88 with
out first obtaining permission to do so. A law was 
p88Bed on ~sion of this alarm, requiring all the towna 
to 'keep theJIiSelves provided with powdel'\-the origin of 
those powder-houses, perohed on some lonely hill, which 
formed, in past years, marked objects in. the New En
gland landscape. 

Meanwhile letters arrived from several lords, common-
. ers, and ministers in England, "who stood for the inde

pendenoy of the ohurohes," addressed to Cotton. of B0s
ton, Hooker of Hartford, and Davenport of New Haven, 
inviting them to come over and assist in the famous As
sembly of Divines, then about to meet at Westminster. 
Cotton" apprehended greatly a oall of God in it." So 
did Davenport; but his ohuroh could not spare him. 
Hooker thought it not worth while to go so far to be in 
a small minority, since it W88 evident that Presbyterian
ism on the Scotch model. was ohiefly ili favor with the 
English. Puritans. Letters bringing aooounts of the 
breach between the king and the Parliament, and pres
ently of the commencement of the oivil war, oaused a 
final relinquishment of the idea of gOing. 

Applications also oame to Massaohusetts from Barba. 
does, the Leeward Islands, and Virginia, to furnish those 
oolonies with faithful ministers; and, in the case of 
·Virginia, as we shall presently see, this oall W88 not dis
regarded. The West Indies, being muoh infested by 
"Familists"--enthusiaats, that is, of the HutohinsoniaD 
speoies--did not seem to present 80 promising a field. 

1643. At the next Court of Elections, notwithstanding a 
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vehement sermon from Ezekiel Rogers in favor of rota- CHAPTER 

tion in office, Winthrop was re-elected governor; A late x. 
order of the House of Commons, that all exports and im- 1643. 
ports to and from New England should be' free of all May. 

oustoms, was gratefully received, and entered on the rec-
ords. The oath of allegiance to the king was dropped. 
As the "g.odly Parliament," in its struggle with the 
king, made no ,scruple to fight under the red ClOSS, the 
doubts on that subject presently died away, and the En-
glish flag was resumed. . 

Massaohusetts was now divided into· four counties, 
Suffolk,. Middlesex, Essex, and Norfolk, the latter inoilld
ing the New Hampshire towns. 

Some progress in exploring- the interior had already 
been made. Darby Field, an Irishm~, with two Indian 
guides, had penetrated to and ascended the White Hills, 1642. 
Wh088 glistening tops, the first land seen on approaohing 
the coast, bad long been a noted landmark. 'rhe report 
he brought back of shining stones caused divers others 
to travel thither, "but they,found nothing worthy of 
tbefr pains." Thomas Gorges, governor of Maine, pad-
dled up the 8aoo, in biroh-bark oanoes, as far as Pigwag-' 
get, an Indian to'Wll, whence he too olimbed the mount-
ains, and saW, from their .tops, the sources of the Connec-
tiout, t~e Androscoggin, the Merrimac, and the 8aco. 

The jurisdiotion of Massaohusetts thus extended over 
New Hampshire, a confederacy, to be known as' the 
UNITED COLONIES OF NEW EN.GLAND, was entered into at 1643. 
Boston, between delegates from Plymouth, Connectiout, May. 

and New Haven on the one hand, and the General Court 
of Massaohusetts on the other. 8upposed dangers from 
the Indians, and their quarrels with the Dutch o( Man
hattan, had induced the people of Connectiout. to with-
draw their former objections to this measure. Two com-

I 
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CBAPTD miMiOllel'8 ftor1l each oolony were to meet annually, or 
lL oftener, it neoessary; the 8e1!18iODl to be held alternately 

1643. at Boston, Hartford, New Haven, and Plymouth; but Bo8-
ton was to have two sessions for one at each of the other 
places. The oommissioners, all of whom must be oh1U'Cll! 
members, were to ohoose a president from among them-

. selves, and every thing was ~ be decided by six voiCII 
out of the eight. No war was to ~ declared by either 
colony without the oonsent of the commissioners, to whose 
provinoe Indian affairs and foreign relations were espe
oially assigned. The sustentation of the "truth and 
liberties of the Gospel" was declared to be one gred 
object of this allianoe. . All 'War expenses were to be a 
common oharge, to be apportioned aooording to the num· 
ber of male inhabitants in each oolony. Runaway serv· 
ants and fugitive oriminals were to be delivered up, a 
provision afterward introduced into the Constitution of 
the United. States; and the oommiBSioners soon reoom. 
mended, what remained ever after the practioe of New 
England, and ultimately became, also, a provision of the 
United States Constitution, that judgments of courts of 
law and probates of wills in eaoh oolony should have full 
faith and oredit in aU the others. The oommissionera 
from Massaohll88tts, as representing by far the most pow
erful colony of the alliance, olaimed an honorary preoe
denee, whioh the others readily oonoeded.. 

Plymouth, though far outgrown by Massaohusetts, and 
e1'en by Connecticut, had made, however, some progr888. 

1639. It now contained seven towns, and had lately adopted a 
representative system. But the old town of Plymouth 
was in deaay, the people being drawn off to the new set. 
dements. Bradford had remained governor, exoept for 
four years, during two of which he had been reJieTed. by 
Edward Winslow, and the other two by Thomas PriDoe. 
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New Haven was, perhaps, the weakest member of the ClW'TZJl 

allianoe. Besides that town, the iDbabitants of whmh x. • 
were principally given 10 commeroe, there were two 1643: 
others, Milford and Guilford, agricultnrai settlements; 
BOfItAold, at tbe eastern extremity of LoDg Island, aho 
acknowledged tbe jurisdiotioll of New Haven, and a new 
settlement had reoently been established at 8t •• ford; 
wtaitber Underhill' bad removed, unable to fiBd the means 
of mpport in Massachusetts. Patrick, Underhill's com-
panion in arms, not able to accommodate himself to iDe 
striot manners of tbe Puritansobool, had settled at Ore .. 
wi, still west of Stamford; but the settlers there .bad 
heeD persuaded to submit to the jurisdiction of the Dutch, 
,,00 bad also reoentJy broken up a New Haven trading 
post, and attempted settlement on tbe Delaware. 

The colony of Connecticut, not limited to the towns 
on tile river, to which several new ones bad already been 
added, included also Stratford and Fairfield, on the ooast 
of the Sound, west of New Haven. Ludlow"the founder 
tint of Dorohester and a.fterward of Windsor, bad been 

the leader in the settlement of Fairfield, having become 
aequainted with that country while in pursuit of the fly
iDg Pequ~. 0 Tbe town of 8outkamptcm, on Long Isl
and, acknowledged aleo the jurisdiction of Connecticut. 
Fort Saybrook, at the mouth of the river, was still at 

independent settlement, and Fenwick, as tbe head of it, 
became a party to the arlroles of confederation. But the 
next year he sold out 0 his interest to Connecticut, aad 
into that oolony Saybrook was absorbed. Retnrning to 
England, Fenwick became a colonel in the Parliament. 
ary army. 

o The south line of Massachusetts, 88' far as Conneoti-
cut River, had been lately ron, under authority of that 1642. 
colony, by two" mathematicians." It started from a 
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CHAPTER point, seleoted in the terms of the oharter, three miles 
x. south of the southernmost part of Charles River j but, 

1643. instead of running due west, as it should have done, it 
deviated so far to the south as to inolude the present 
towns of Enfield and Suffield, reckoned at that time a 
part of Springfield, and for a century afterward attached 
to Massachusetts. 

Gorges's proVince of Maine was not received into the 
New England alliance, "because the people there ran a 
different course both in their ministry and oivil admin
istration." The same objection applied with still greater 
fo~ to Aquiday and Providence. By omitting to ex
commllllicate its exiled members, except in the case of 
Mrs. Hutchinson, the Boston Churoh still olaimed a sort 
of spiritual authority over them, and had been not a lit
tle piqued at their repeated refusals to submit to it. 
A son and son-in.law of Mrs. Hutchinson, the latter a 
young minister from the West Indies, whom she was 
suspected· of having fascinated by witchoraft, were ar-

1641. rested at Boston while on a visit there, and heavily fined 
and imprisoned on account of a letter whioh one of them 
had written, in whioh the Massaohusetts churohes were 
spoken of as "anti-Christian." Communications were 
on foot between Coddington and the Massaohusetts mag
istra~, and, hardly thinking herself safe at Aquiday, 
Mrs. Hutchinson and her family, her husband being d6Jl(J, 
presently removed to Greenwioh, beyond New Haven, 
and under th\, jurisdiotion of the Dutch. A war soon 
after broke out between the Dutch and the Indians, dur
ing. whioh -these unfortunate exiles, to tne number of 
eigh.n, were massacred, except one young daughter, 

1643. who was carried oft" a prisoner. " God's hand is appar
ently seen herein, to piok out t~is woeful woman, to make 
her, and those belonging to her, an unheard-of heavy ex-
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ample !" Suoh was the exultation of the piou8 WeIde CHAPTER 

over Mrs. Hutchinson's tragioal end. She left a son at x. 
Boston who did not share her exile, and whose posterity 1643. 
became distinguished in the history of the colony. 

Roger Williams and the settlers at Providence were 
even more obnoxious than those of Rhode Island. in
deed, it was some movement at Aquiday toward a recon
oiliation with Ma.ssa.ohusetts that had preoipitated the 
flight of Mrs. Hutchinson. Williama, on the other ~and, 
had embraced the doo~rines of the Anabaptists, and being 1639. 
first dipped by one of the brethren, and then himself dip-
ping the others, had become the founder and teacher of. 
the first Baptist Churoh in America. But he soon left itt 
became a "seeker," and, after many doubts as to au
thority for any ecclesiastical organization, finally con
cluded that none was lawful, or, at least, necessary. 
Though he continued to employ the phraseology of the 
Puritans, he seems ultimately to have renounced. all 
formalities of worship, having adopted the opinion that 
Christianity was but another name for humanity. "To 
be content with food and raiment; to mind, not ou. 
own, but every man the things of another; yea, and fie 
suffer wrong, and to part with what we judge to be right, 
yea, our own lives, and, as poor women martyrs have 
said, as many as there be hairs upon our heads, for the 
uame of God and the Son of God's sake--this is human~ 
ity, yea, this is Christianity; the rest is but formality 

. and pioture-oourteous idolatry, and Jewish and popish 
blasphemy against the Christian religion." So Williams 
expressed himself many years afterward, toward the end 
of his life, in a letter to Mason, hero of the Pequod war, 
and ohief military officer of Connecticut. 

But, though WilliaDlR abandoned his Baptist opinions, 
others took them up. The Lady Moody, "a wise and 

1. T 
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CHAPTER anciently religious woman," who had purohased Hum-
"" phrey's plantation at Lynn, being dealt with by the 

1643. ohuroh at Salem for errors of this eort, to avojd further 
trouble reinoved to Long l8laDd, where she settled, with 
her BOIl Sir Henry, under the jurisdiction of the Dutoh. 
Others infeoted with the !!lame opinions removed, lOIIle to 
Providenoe, and some to New Netherland. 

Not oontent with these voluntary departures, a laW' 
1644. was presently published in Massaohusetts inIlioting ban
.No" 13: ishment upon all suoh as, after "due time and means 

.of oonviotion, oontinue obstinate" in opposing infant bap
tism. At Aquiday, also, a Baptist ohurch was estab
lished-the seOOnd in Amerioa-at the head of whioh 
wu John Clarke. These Anabaptists appear to have re
moved to the lower end of the island, and to have formed 
a settlement there, which they called Nert!pOt't, Codding
ton's original settlement at the upper end of the island 
being known as Portsmouth. 

Samuel Gorton was inferior to Roger Williams and 

Mrs. Hutohinson in talent and acquirements, but as an -
heresiaroh he was hardly less to be dreaded. Originally 
a London clothier, he had made himself obnoxious to the 
magistra~ of Maseaohusetts and Plymouth by preten. 
sions to a sort of transcendeDtalenlightenmeut in spirit
ual matters. He called himself "professor of the mys
ieri.eB of Christ," taught that in bimself and other true 
belie'f'8f8 "the child is born, the son is given," and blessed 
God that be 'W88 not brought up " in the schools of hu. 
man learning." Ejected from Plymouth with muoh bard 
usage, as he alleged, being tamed out of bis house in the 
midst of a snow-storm, with his wife and infant child, the 
ohild siok of the measles, tbe wife "as tenderly brought 
up as any man'. wife in that town;" expelled even from 
Aqaiday, where' be was publicly flogged OIl a charge of 

, 
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disrespect toward the magistrates, he took refuge at last CBAPTEa 
in the south part of Providence. Here, too, he made x. 
himself obnoxio'll8 to some of the settlers, and a distUl'b. 1641. 
ance arose which Williams was with difficulty able to 
appease. . Some of the inhabitants, headed by one Ben. 
edict Arnold, even went so far 88 to invite the interfer. 
ence of Mal!lB&chtl8etts, which W88 promised if they would 
submit to her jurisdiction, or, if they preferred it, to that 
of Plymouth. Several of them aooordingly went to Bos-
ton and submitted; and a warrani Was presently seat to 1642. 
Gorton, citing him to answer to their complaint. For 
the sake of peace, and to escape this threatened danger, 
after returning a rude answer addressed to the "great idol 
general of Massachusetts," Gorton, with a number of fol. 
lowers, removed southerly aoross the Pawtuxet, and, hav. 1643. 
ing pmchased of Miantonimoh, for one hundred and forty. Jan. 

four fathoms of wampum, a tract ealled 8laafl1()lBet, they 
commenced an independent settlement there, the third 
within the limits of the preSent state of Rhode Island. 

Alarmed at the threatened interference of Massachu
setts, and the danger that her spiritual despotism might 
be extended over all her neighbors, Roger Williams re
solved to proceed to England, there to solicit a oharter
a step suggested the year before by the people of Aqui-
day. Not being allowed to visit Boston, he went to Man. March. 

hattan, and obtained passage there by way ot Holland. 
Not long after the departure of Williams, two infmior 

sachems flam the neighborhood of Shawomet complained Jnne. 

to the magistrates' of Massachusetts, through Benedict, 
Arnold, their agent and interpreter, one of those inhabit. 
ants of Providence who had lately submitted to the Mas· 
sachusetts jmisdiction, that Gorton had wrongfully dispos
sessed them of their lands. One of them bad signed the 
deed of conveyance i but he alleged having done so through 
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CHAPTER the compulsion of Miantonimoh. The Massaohusetts mag
. x. istrates entered very zealously into the matter. They sent 

1643. for Miantonimoh; adjudged him to have no title to the 
land, or power over the saobems--wrongfully, as Williams 
alleges; and, having made this decision, they received 
from those same saohems a submission of themselves and 
their territory to the authority of Massachusetts, with a 
promise, on their part, to obey the ten commandments. 
This submission, though vaunted by Winthrop as "the 
fmiis of our prayers, the first fruits of our hopes," a proof 
that" the Lord was about to bring the Indians to oivility, 
and 80 to conversion," seems, however, to bave been but 
a mere contrivance for obtaining some pretense to dis
possess Gorton, or to compel him and his followers to sub
mit to the authority of Massachusetts. Arnold was al
lowed 'four pounds for his services in this business. 

Miantonimoh, it is possible, might not have quietly 
8ubmittedto this interference, but that unfortunate chief 
was, shortly after, effectually disposed of. His virulent 

July enemy, Uncas, attacked one of his subordinate ohiefs, of 
whioh he complained to the governors of Massachusetts 
and Connecticut, requesting liberty to make war in re
turn. He was told, if Uncas had injured him and would 
not give satisfaction, "to take his own course i" and, ac-

AUgust, cordingly, he invaded the Mohegan territories, but was 

defeated, betrayed, and taken prisoner. A present of 
wampum, sent by the Narraganset ohiefs, and an urgent 
and threatening message from Gerton, prevailed on Un
cas to spare the captive's life, and to oarry him prisoner 
to Hartford. His fate presently became a prinoipal sub
ject of discussion in the second meeting of the Commis-

Sept. sioners for the United Colonies, held at Boston. His 
enterprise and sagaoity were dreaded, and, perhaps, his 
friendship for Williams and Gorton weighed in the bal-
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anee against him. His important aid in the Pequod war, CHAPTER 

and his uniform friendliness to the oolonists, were forgot- x. 
ten. He was denounoed as "of a turbulent and proud 1643. 
spirit, which would never be at rest." The commis
sioners were all of opinion "that it would not be safe to 
set him at liberty." A pretense was even 80ught and 
found for putting him to death. Uncas had formerly 
charged Miantonimoh with attempting to bewitch and 
to assassinate him j and, after oonsulting with five of 
"the most judicious elders," it was agreed, under ~lor 
of these charges, that the Connecticut commissioners, on 
their return to Hartford, should deliver up Miantonimoh 
to Uncas, with directions to ta!te him out of the limits 
of the oolony, and to do execution upon him; but with-
out torture. Two oolonists were to attend, on behalf of 
the commissioners, to see the execution done. If Uncas 
refused, Miantonimoh was to be sent prisoner to Boston. 
But there was no danger of refusal. The Mohegan chief 
gladly undertook a commission 80 consonant to his re
vengeful feelings; and, with his own hand, the moment 
Miantonimoh had passed the border, he struck a hatchet 
into his head. Having cut a piece from the shoulder of 
his fallen enemy, Uncas eagerly devoured it, declaring 
that it made his heart strong, and was the sweetest mor-
sel he ever ate! On the spot where Miantonimoh thus 
fell, a block of granite has lately been erected, inscribed 
with his name. To protect Uncas from the vengeance 
of the Narragansets, he was furnished, at the expense of 
the United Colonies, with a guard of fourteen musketeers. 

While the unfortunate Miantonimoh was thus reward
ed for his former friendship, Gorton and his oompanions 
were summoned to Boston to answer to the complaints 
of the two sachems. They sent a verbal reply, refusing 
to come; whereupon the Massachusetts magistrates sent> 
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CHAPTER threeoommissioners, Captain Cook, afterward a oolonel 
x. in Cromwell's army, Lieutenant Atherton, afterward 

1643. major general of Massaohuaetts, and Lieutenant John
son, whom we shall presently meet with as an author 
and historian, attended by forty armed men, and author
ized to demand and receive 88.tisfaotion, or, if it was re
fueed, to U8e foroe. Gorton sent a letter to the oommis
siODers bidding them weloorne if they oame as friends, 
but warning them not to approaoh in hostile array at their 
peril. The commissioners returned a truculent answer; 
the women and children fled to the woods, while the 
men of Shawomet, with arms in their hands, established 
themselves in a fortified house. By the mediation of some 
Providenoe men, a parley was had. Gorton alleged that, 
as Massaohusetts was a party to the dispute, she oould not 
be an equal judge; he therefore proposed to refer the oon
troversy as to the title to Shawomet to arbitrators, if 
~'sorne of them might be of Providence or Aquiday," and 
he offered the cattle belonging to his party as security; to 
abide the deoision. This reasonable offer was transmit
ted to MassaA)husetts, but, by advice of the elders, was 

Oat. baughtily rejected. It waS DOt, the eJders said, a mere 
question of ti tie to lands, but a question of blasphemy, and 
blasphemy could not be compounded. Trenohes were 
opened against the fortified house, whioh was repeatedly 
set on fire. Three of the inmates escaped during the 
liege; the rest called a new parley, and agreed to go with 
the commissioners to Boliton, provided they might go as 
"free men and neighbors." They were treated, bowever, 

Oct. 18. as prisoners of war, and were brought to M8888.Cbuse~ 
to the governor's house, "in a military order, the soldiers 
being in two files, and after every five or six soldiers a 
prisoner." "Having conferred privately with the com
missioners, the goverDOr caused the prisoners to be brought 
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before him in his hall, where was a great assembly, and CHAPTER 

there laid before them their contemptuous C8.l1'iage to. x. 
ward us, and their obstinacy against all the fair means 1643. 
and moderation we had used to reform them and bring 
them to do right, and how the Lord had now justly de. 
livered them into our hands." "They pleaded in their 
excuse that they were . not of our jurisdiction, and that, 
though they had now yielded themselves to come and an. 
awer before us, yet they yielded not 88 priaoners." "The 
go?8rnor replied that they were brought to him as taken 
in war; but if they could plead any other quarter or 
agreement, we must and would perform it"-" to whioh," 
88YS Winthrop, "they made no aoswer .. " "So tbe gov. 
emor committed them to the marshal to convey to the 
common prison, and gave order that they should be well 
provided for both for lodging and -diet. Then he went 
forth again with the captain, and the soldiers gave him 
three volleys of shot, and 80 departed to the inn, where 
the governor had appointed some refreshing to be pro-
vided for them above their wages." These wages were 
ten shillings, or near two dollars and a half a week, the 
soldiers to victual themselves-" very liberal," says Win. 
throp, "as is needful in suoh commonwealths as desire 
to be served by volunteers." The Sunday after their 
arrival, having refused to attend the forenoon publio serv. 
ice, the magistrates determined that in the aftemooD. 
they should be compelled. They agreed, however, to go 
without force, "80 they might bave liberty, after sermon, 
to speak if they bad oooasion." " The magistrates' an-
swer was, that they did leave the ordering of things in 
the churoh to the elders, but there was no .doubt but they 
might have leave to speak, so 88 they spake the words 
of truth and sobriety." The prisoners accordingly came 
to the afternoon service, and were "placed in the fourth 
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CHAPTER seat, right before the elders." "Mr. Cotton, in his ordi. 
x. nary text, taught out of Aots, xix., of Demetrius pleading 

1643. for Diana's silver shrines." "After sermon, Gorton de
sired leave to ·speak, whioh being granted, he repeated 
the points of Mr. Cotton's sermon, and, coming to that of 
the silver shrines, he said, that in the ohuroh there was 
nothing now but Christ, 80 that all the ordinances, min· 
isters, saoraments, &0., were but men's inventions for 
pomp and show, and no other than those silver shrines 
of Diana." He held, also, "that Christ was incarnate 
~ Adam, and was the image of God wberein Adam was 
created." Another of his dootrines was, "that the only 
heaven is in tbe ~earts of the good, and the only bell in 
tbe hearts of the wioked." 

Nov. When the General Court came together, the prisoners 
were subjeoted to a long inquisitorial examination, and 
put on trial for their lives, on the oharge of being" blas
phemous enemies of true religion and oivil government, 
partioularly witbin this jurisdiction." Gorton made an 
ingenious defense, giving a symbolical and transoendental 
interpretation to his more ,offensive expressions j but tbiS 
did not avail. Seven of the prisoners were found guilty, 
Gorton inoluded j four otbers were discharged, two of 
tbem "on a small ransom, as prisoners taken in war." A 
majority of tbe magistrates were zealous for putting Gor. 
ton to deatb j but the deputies dissented. The sentenoe 
agreed upon was the separate confinement of the seven 
culprits, in seven different towns, there to be kept at hard 
labor, in irons, under pain of death if by speech or writing 
they attempted to publish or maintain any of their" blas. 
phemous and abominable heresies." Their oattle, to the 
Dumber of eighty, were seized to pay the expenses of 
their arrest and trial, assessed at £160. Notwithstand. 
ing the tbreat of death hanging over their heads, it was 
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soon found that these stubborn enthusiasts were making CBAPTER 

converts, especially among the women. They were x. 
therefore ordered, at the next court, to depart out of the 1644. 
jurisdiction within fourteen days, and not to return ei- March. 

ther to Massachusetts or Sbawomet under pain of death. 
Having obtained from the Narraganset sachems, upon April 19. 

whose spirits the death of Miantonimoh lay heavy, a deed 
submitting themselves and their country to the king, Gor-
ton sailed from Manhattan for England, there to seek re-
dress. His mystic eloquence recommended him to some 
among the Independents ; and though the Presbyterian 
clergy endeavored to stop him as not being "a univers-
ity man," he was duly recognized as a "minister of the 
Gospel," and preached as such in London and elsewhere. 
These high-handed proceedings on the part of Massa
chusetts have been much misrepresented by most New 
England historians, who have overwhelmed Gorton with 
all sorts of reproaches. The account here given, extraCt-
ed from Winthrop's journal, can hardly be suspected of 
undue partiality to the sufferers. 

We have formerly seen an important political revolu
tion in Massachusetts brought about by the laws in re
lation to stray swine. A partiCUlar case under those. 
laws led now to a modification in the form of the Gen
eral Court. Robert Kean, brother-in-law of Dudley, a 
leading Boston merchant and chwch member, captain of 
the "ancient and honorable artillery," an aristocratic 
corps recently instituted, had been sued by a poor wom
an for having killed and appropriated her stray pig. She 
was instigated to this suit, according to Winthrop, by 
one Story, a young London merchant, who lodged in her 
house, and whom Kean had caused to be summoned be
fore the magistrates as "living under suspicion." Kean 
cast the woman in costs, and, becoming plaintiff in his 
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CHAPTER turn, had reCovered twenty pounds in a suit for slander 
x. against her and Story. But Story was not so ea.eily to 

1643. be put down; he" searoheth town and colUltry to find 
matter against Captain Kean abou.t this stray sow i" and, 
having got one of Kean's witnesses to OOllfese that Ile bad 

1642. swom falsely, he petitioned the General Court for are-
May. beariDg. Kean was of "ill report" in the country on 

aooount of his "hard dealings" in the way of trade, for 
whioh he had been fined at a previous court, and cen
sured by the churoh. In this state of publio sentiment 
against him, the petition for a re-hearing was favorably 
entertained. After a seven days' trial, two of the magis
trates and fifteen of the deputies pronounced an opinion 
in favor of reversing the former deoision, while seven mag
istrates and eight deputies went for sustaining it. This 
result, as it prevented any decision, raised a fresh outcry 
against the negative voice of the assistants, to appease 
which the governor and magistrates published a "True 
State of the Case," to whioh, however, Story put out a 
"Counter Statement." An" Answer" to this counter 
statement was presently drawn up, and the whole mat
ter was discussed at a meeting of elders, magistrates, and. 
deputies, at which a reconoiliation was attempted. The, 
two dissentient magistrates were Bellingham and Salton
stall, the latter of whom had not yet forgotten the affair 
of his treatise against the Standing Counoil. By the ef
forts of the elders he was now reconoiled to Winthrop, 

1643. but Bellingham stood out. At the next court Story 
May. presented a new petition for a re-hearing, and the whole 

quarrel threatened to revive. The suit was finally com
promised by Kean's releasing the damages he had recov
ered; but the disoussion about the assistants' negative 
oontinued, and the deputies generally were very earnest 
against it. Winthrop wrote a tract in its favor, and 
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when that traoi was rep~ to, he. put out a rej~r c~ 
to the reply. One of the elders, In a 'small treatis'e, __ _ 
"handled the question 8Oholastioally and religiously, lay. 1644. 
ing down the several forms of government, both simple 
aDd mixed, and the true form of our government, and the 
unavoidab1e ohange into a democracy if the negative voioe 
were taken away." The magistra.tea, with muoh ado, 
ID far carried their point as to suco&ed in retaining their 
negative; and they sat thenceforward as a aeparate hoaae; March. 

but it was agreed that when the two ho1Ue8 di1rered in the 
decision of suits, the majority of the whole oourt .hould 
decide. 

Razzillai, late governor of Acadie far the CompaBy of 
New France, had been suooeeded in that offioe by 
D' Aulney de Chamise, known in New Englaud as M. 
D'Aulney. Besides La HAve and Port Royal, D'Au1ney 
occupied the trading post on the Penobeoot;, formerly cap
~ed from the Plymouth people, where he esta.blished, 
also, a Franciscan mission for the conversion of the ID.
dians. But he had a rival and an enemy in La Tom, 
whose father, a Huguenot, had been one of the earliest 
Frenoh adventnrers in Acadie. Taken prisoner by Kirk, 
whose invasion of Acadie has been formerly mentioned, 
the elder La Tour had agreed to assist in reduoing Nova 
Scotia, and had been made a baronet of that provinCe by 
Sir William Alexander, receiving at the same time a 
large grant of territory. La Tour, the scm, who pro. 
fessed to be a Catholio, had declined to enter into bia 

father's schemes; but, besides the posts which he held 
under Frenoh grants, he inhe~ited, also, his father's Nova 
Sootia olaiml--invalid, indeed, under the cession of NOft. 
Sootia to Franoe, but suffioient groundwork for a olaim 
on the part of La Tour to good will and assistance from 
the English colonists. The quarrel between La Tour 
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CHAPTER and D' Aulney was ohiefly oooasioned, no doubt, by ri-
, x. valry in trade, though La Tour, who olaimed the rank: 

1643. of a nobleman, complained that a man ofD'Aulney's in
ferior birth, a mere former olerk of Razzjllai, should 
have been made governor over his head. The dispute 
between these rival traders was presently carried to the 
Frenoh court, where La Tour 'obtained a royal letter 
confirming to him the possession of his fort and trading 
house at the mouth of the St. John's, together with the 
whole Acadien peninsula except Port Royal and La Have. 

1641. D'Aulney procured, however, some three years after, a 
royal letter to arrest his rival and send him to France. 
La Tour had formerly had some sharp encounters with 
the New England traders; it was he who had broken 
up the Plymouth trading house at Maohias. But, find
ing himself in a precarious position, and his interoourse 
with France in danger of being cut off, he presently sent 
a messenger to Massachusetts, asking assistance against 
D' Aulney, and proposing free trade' and a supply of goods 
from London through the Boston merchants, and the 
shipment of furs thither by the same conveyance. A 
Boston ship commenced a trade with St. John's, and 
La Tour's wife obtained passage at Boston for France ; 
whereupon D' Aulney sent word that La Tour was a rebel, 
and that he should seize all vessels trading with him. 

1643. La Tour himself entered Boston harbor the next 
May" spring in a large armed ship full of men, and sent a boat 

ashore at an island where Governor Winthrop and his 
family were residing. The sudden appearance of this 
vessel caused a great alarm. The townspeople ran to 
anns, and three shallops were fitted out to escort the 
governor home. La Tour, however, came as a suppliant. 
This vessel, sent from Rochelle by La Tour's wife, an 
active assistant in his affairs, had not been able to enter 
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tho harbor of St. John's, which D' Aulney was blockading CHAPTER 

with two ships, three pinnaces, a galliot, and five hundred x. 
men. So La Tour had stolen out in his shallop, got on 1643. 
board, and steered for Boston. He exhibited a oommis-
sion and letters, which seemed to show that he still had 
interest in France. He also asked ahd obtained leave 
to land and refresh his men, bnt with the restriction of 
landing them in small companies, " that our women, &o~, 
might not be affrighted." A" training day soon falling 
out," and La Tour having asked permission to exercise 
his soldiers on shore, by leave of the magistrates he 
landed forty men in full equipments. "They were 
brought into the field by our train-band, consisting of 
one hundred and fifty, and in the forenoon they only be-
held our men exercise. When they had dined-La 
Tour and his officers with our officers, and his soldiers 
invited home by the private soldiers--in the afternoon 
they were permitted to exeroise, our governor and other 
of the magistrates corning then into the field, and all 
ours stood. and beheld them. They were very expert in 
their postures and motions;" but one of their maneuvers, 
representing the preparation for a sudden attaok, greatly 
frightened the women" and" children, and probably some 
of the men also. Many, indeed, judged it highly im. 
prudent to allow suoh a body of popish soldiers to land 
in the town. La Tour ingratiated himself with some 
of the Boston merohants, and, though he hardly pre
tended to be a Huguenot, he put on a great air of piety, 
went regularly to meetings and lectures, and earnestly 
entreated Winthrop to allow him to oharter vessels and 
hi~ men for the relief of St. John's. 

Neither the General Court nor the Commissioners for 
the United Colonies, to whose province the affair prop
erly belonged, were called together, as they should have 
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CHAPTER been on this oooasion. Winthtop, however, did not act 
x. without consulting the magistrates and elders; but they 

1643. were by no means 1lD&Dimous in their advice. Some of 
them opposed any "popish leagues," quoting, along with 
other texts, the speech of Jehu, the seer, to Jehoshapbat: 
"Shouldst thou help the UDgOdly, and love them that 
hate the Lord 1" And also from ProTel'bs: "He that 
passeth by, aDd meddleth with strife belonging not to 
him, is like one that taketh a dog by the ears." It was 
answered, however, that Joshua aided the Gibeonitee 
against the rest of the Canaanites, and that Jehoshaphai 
assisted the ungodly Jehoram against the Moabites, with
out any reproach from the prophet Elisha, who was him
self present in the expedition. Nor were more worldly 
reasons wanting. Winthrop thought it would be good 
polioy to uphold La Tour against D' Aulney, and 80 to 
prevent the whole eastern coast from falling under the 
BOle oontrol of a zealous Catholio and active for trader, 
who rigidly exoluded New England ships from any trade 
to the eastward, whioh La Tour promised to allow. 
This view of the case found favor, also, with the Boston 
merohants. These arguments prevailed; La Tour was 

Aug. allowed to hire at Boston four ships and a pinnace, with 
eighty men; and, thus re-enforoed, he raised the block. 
ade of St. Jobn's, and pursued D' Aulney to Port Royal, 
where the Boston men landed and committed some dep
redations. Against all these proceedings D' Aulney eam
eatly protested. 

Winthrop's OODduot in this affair had not given entire 
eatisfaotion; several of the ministers and magistrates had 

1644. remonstrated against it, and, at the next eleotion, En-· 
May. dioott, who looked with very sospioious eyes on the" idol. 

atrous French," was ohosen governor, Winthrop beiDg 
elected deputy. With the .help of some adventurers from 
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New England, La Tour bad attacked D'Aulney's estab- CIlAP'IU 

lishment at Penobscot; but hearing from his' wife in :z. 
Prance that the interest of his rival was entirely in the 1644. 
ascendant there, he came again to Boston to beg for aid. July. 

The magistrates and elders again disotuJsed at length 
whether it were lawful" for a trne Christian to aid an 
anti-Christian," and whether, in this partioular case, "it 
were safe in point of prudence." 'fhese deliberations 
resulted in a letter to D'Aulney, in reply to his reclama-
tions, demanding redress for the seizure of Penobeoot, and 
aome other old matters; denying, upon what grouud 
hardly appears, that the armament whioh La Tour had 
obtained at Boston had been fitted out "by any 00Wl881 

8r act of permission" on the part of the oolony, but prof-
fering, however, redress if D' Aulney oould show him8elf 
to have been injured. La Tour's reqnest for aid was llOt 

granted, but he was entertained with muoh attention, 
and at his departure was escorted to his vessel by the 
Boston train-bands. He was hardly gone when Madame 
La Tour arrived in an English vessel which she had Sept. 

chartered to take her to St. J abn's; but the captain, after 
great delays, trading in the St. Lawrence, had brought 
her, not to St. John's, but to Boston., She sued him 
there for damages, and, by the help of ber husband's B<. 
inn oreditors, recovered £2000, part of whioh was levied 
on the ship's oargo; and with the money so obtained, Ma-
dame La Tour hired three stranger vessels then in the har-
bor of Boston, and sailed with them for St. John's, While 
this affair was still pending, a messenger from D' Au1ney 
arrived at Boston, "supposed to be a friar, but habited 
like a gentleman," with whom, after many mutual recrim
inations, an agreement was finally made for trade and Oct. 

peace; but this arrangement was necessarily referred for 
ratification to the Commissioners for the United Colonies. 
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CHAPTER Those commissioners, &.t their third meeting, lately 
1[. 

___ held at Hartford, taking into consideration the late pro-
1644. oeedings in the matter of La Tour, had forbidden the 

Sept. fitting out of any volunteer military expeditions from 

any of the United Colonies without their express con
sent. They had recommended, also, to the oolonies the 
drawing up of a oonfession of faith and scheme of ohuroh 
discipline, and the agreement upon some common method 
of supporting the ministers. They had also ordered a 
road to be laid out from Boston to Connecticut-thus 
exeroising the important power of internal improvement. 

Advantage ,had been taken of the unpopularity of 
Winthrop's oonduct in relation to La Tour, in a move
ment on the part of the deputies toward the appointment 
of a committee of their body to share with the magis. 
trates the management of affairs in the intervals of the 
General Courts. On a former occasion, the magistrates 
had very strenuously resisted a similar movement; and 

Oct. now, with the help of the elders, the point was decided 
in their favor. 

In the same vessel that brought Madame La Tour 
to Boston, Roger Williams had come passenger. Not 
long after his arrival in England, the oivil war being in 

1643. full progress, a parliamentary ordinance had appointed 
Nov. 3. the Earl of Warwiok "governor in chief and lord high 

admiral of all those islands and plantations inhabited, 
planted, and belonging to any of his majesty's the King 
of England's subjects, within the bounds and upon the 
coast of America," to be assisted by a council composed 
of five peers, the Earls of Pembroke and Manchester, 
Viscount Say and Seal, Lords Whlirton and Roberts, 
and twelve members of the House of Commons--among 
whom were Sir Henry Vane, late governor of Massaohu
setts, . Samuel Vassall, one of the original patentees of 
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that; colony, Hazelrig, Pym, and Cromwell. This board, CHAPTER 

a pretty olose imitation of the late royal commission of x. 
which Laud had bf,en the head, was authorized" to pro- 1644. 
vide for, order, and dispose all things which theY'shall 
from time to time find moSt fit and advantageous to the 
well governing, securing, strengthening, and preserving 
of the said plantations, and ohiefly to the preserva1lion 
and advancement of the true Protestant religion among 
the said plariters,inhabitarits, and the further spreading 
and advanCement of the gospel of Christ among those 
that yet remain there in great and m~rable blindness 
a.nd ignorance." They were also authorized to appoint 
at pleasure all suoh "subordinate governors, counselors, 
commanders, and officers as they shall judge to be best 
affeoted and most fit and serviceable;" but as to any 
particular plantations, they might, if they saw fit, de-
pute to the inhabitants any or all of the above-granted 
powers. 

During Williams's stay in England he had published 
his" Key to the Language of Amerioa," containing, like-
wise, notices of ~ndian maIiners; also, the" Bloody Tenet 
of Persecution for the Cause of Conscience," one of the 
first English pUblications in favor of religious liberty, in 
answer to a letter of Cotton on the power of the magis-
trate in matters of religion. Cotton presently replied in 
the "Bloody Tenet washed and made white in the Blood 
of the Lamb." From the commissioners appointed by 
the Parliament to superintend the affairs of the colonies, 
Williams had obtained a oharter, including the shores and March 14l 

islands of Narraganset Bay, west of Plymouth and south 
of Massachusetts, as far as the Pequod River and coun-
try, to be known as PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS, with au-
thority to the inhabitants "to rule themselves" as they 
shall find "most suitable." He also brought with him 

I. U 
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CIUPTBB. a letter of commendaijon from several in.ftuential mem-
%. bers of Parliament, suffioient to secure him safe-conduot 

1644.· through MassaohusettS. He proceeded at once to Prov-
Sept. idence, and, being· met at Seekonk by fourteen oaDOe8, 

and escorted home in triumph, he took steps toward or
ganizing a government under his charter, in which, 
however, he encountered many difficulties. Massachu
setts still olaimed Shawomet; Plymouth sei up a title to 
Aquiday, and even to Providence, as within the limits 
of Pooanoket--that is, of Massasoit's dominion; and 
Williams was peremptorily forbidden to exeroise any of 
his "pretended authority" in either of those places. 

, The oivil war in England had spread to the seas, and 
was carried by English ships aoross the ocean. The 
vessels of London, seat of the parliamentary power, fur
nished with privateering commissions, took every oppor
tunity that offered to attaok those of Bristol and other 
western ports which adhered to the king. Suoh an en-

July. counter had lately taken place in Boston harbor; and 
.the oaptors, having exhibited a commission from War
wiok, high admiral, founded on a parliamentary ordi
nance, were suffered to retain their p;ize. But when 

Sept. another London vessel shortly after attacked a sbip of 
Dartmouth as she entered Boston harbor with a cargo 
of wine and salt, the magistrates interfered with an 
armed foroe, and, taking advantage of some defect in 
the. commission of the assailing vessel, appropriated the 
prize as compensation for a Boston ship whioh had been 
captured on the high seas by the Royalists. Some" ma-

1646. lignant spirits beginning to stir and declare themselves 
March. for the king," all suoh turbulent practices, either by 

word or aotion, were striotly prohibited. But a law was 
preaently passed, assurmg protection to all ships that 
came 88 friends; and officers were appointed to keep 
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the peace in the harbor, and to prevent fighting except ClIAPTElt 

" by authority." x. 
The Standing Counoil for Life, composed of Winthrop, 164~. 

Dudley, and Endicott, still enjoyed, as commissioners for 
military affairs, the right of 'confirming the ohoice of sub
altern officers made by the companies. A vacanoy 00-

ouning in the command of the Hingham company, the 
council wished it to be filled by the lieutenant. The 
lieutenant was, in fact, nominated by the company; but, 
before the commission had actually issued, they changed 
their minds, and substituted another person. The coun
oil refused to receive this second. nomination, and direot
ed that matters should remain as they were till further 
order. This led to a warm dispute as to the temporary 
command of the company, in whioh Hobart, the minister 
of the town, took an active part against the lieutenant,. 
who was even threatened with excommunication from.the 
church, under. pretense that he had made false statements 
as to what .the council had directed. Informed of th .. 
proceedings, Winthrop oaueed. some of the most active in 
" tliis sedition" to be arrested, and bound Gver to the nm 
Court of Assistants. Others were summoned for" speak
ing untruths of the magistrates," and suoh of them as 
refused to give bail were committed. 

At the Court of Elections shortly after, the office of May. 

governor was given to Dudley, Winthrop being re-ohoeen 
deputy. At the General Court, whioh immediately fol. 
loWed, a petition was preseated from the Hingham pris-
eners and their friends, complaining of their arrest as an 
" abuse of authority.," aJld requesting.to be heard. This 
the magistrates oppoSed, on the ground that· the parties 
complained of were not named in the petition. Wintluop 
was thereu~ specified. as the culprit, and, after 8OID8 

little further resistaD.ce, a hearing was had in the 10M-
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CIIAP'l'D ing-house at Boston, before the magistrates and deputies 
x. in joint session, "divers of the elders being presellt, and 

1646. a great assembly of people." 
Winthrop plaoed himself below the bar, and, having 

beard. the oharges, made his defense. Half the deputies, 
with Bellingham and Saltonstall, who formed a sort of 
opposition in the board of magistrates, thought that too 
muoh power had been -exercised, and that the· people's 
liberties were in danger. The rest of the magistrates, 
with the other half of the deputies, thought authority too 
muoh slighted, "whioh, if not remedied in time, would 
endanger the commonwealth, and bring on a mere de

moOraoy." 
After a tumultuous hearing, a statement of faots was 

drawn up,. not without muoh . diffioulty, by a joint com
mittee, and the two boards then separated, to deliberate 
apart. The deputies, equally divided, and unable, aft
er muoh debate, to come .to any conolusion, sent to the 
magistrates to ask their opinion. They replied, without 
hesitation, that the petition was false and soandalous; 
that the parties committed were all offenders; that they 
and the petitioners ought to be censured, and Winthrop 
acquitted and rigb"ted. The deputies, thus enlightened, 
after muoh debate voted the petition false and scandal
ous, but· they would not agree to any censure. The 
magiStrates proposed to refer the matter to the elders; 

. but the disposition of the elders to side with the magis
trates was quite too notorious. Wearied at last by the 
length of the session, the deputies proposed an arbitra
tion; the magistrates acceded, and named six elders on 
their part, requiring a like· nomination from· the deputies. 
Fini.Uy . it was agreed to compromise matters: by declar
ing Winthrop fully acquitted,. and requiring the petition
ers to pay the expenses of the session. 
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Sentence having been pronounCed, Winthrop took his CJUPTP 

I168.t on the benoh, and delivered a long'speech, conolud. x. 

ing as follows: "ConcerDing liberty, 1 observe a great 1640. 
mistake in the country about that. There is a twofold 
liberty, natural (I mean as our nature is now corrupt) 
and oivil, or federal. The first is common to man with 
beasts and other oreatures. By this, man, as he stands 
in relation to man simply, hath liberty. to do what he 
lists; it is a liberty to evil as well as good. This. liberty 
is incompatible and inoonsistent with authority, and can 
not endure the least restraint of the most just authority. 
The exeroise and maintaining of this liberty makes men 
to grow more evil, and, in time, to be worse than brute 
beasts, ottmes sumus licentia' deteriore3-we all beCome 
worse by license. That is that' great enemy of truth 
and peace, that wild beast, whioh all the laws' of God 
are bent against, to restrain and subdue it. The' other 
kind of liberty 1 oall oivil or federal; it may also be 
called moral in reference to the covenant between God 
and man in the moral law, and the political covenants 
and constitutions among men themselves. This liberty 
is the proper end and object of authority, and oan not sub. 
sist without it, and it is a liberty to that only whioh is 
just, good, and honest. This liberty you are to stand 
for at the hazard not only of your goods, but of your 
lives, if need be. Whatsoever orosseth this is not au
thority, but a distemper thereof. This liberty is main-
tained and exeroised in a way of subjeotion to authority ; 
it is of the same kind of liberty wherewith Christ hath 
made U8 free. The woman's own ohoice makes suoh a 
man her husband; yet, being so ohosen, he ,is her lord, 
and she is to be subject to him, yet in a way of liberty, 
not of bondage; and a true wife accounts her subjection 
her honor and her freedom, and'would not think her COD-
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CIW'TBIl dition safe and free but in ber subjection to her hus-
x. band's authority. Suob is the liberty of the ohuroh 

1645. under the authority ot Christ, her king and her husband. 
His yoke is so easy and sweet to her as a bride's oma
ments; and if through frowardness and wantonneaa she 
shake it oft' at any time, she is in no rest in her spirit 
until she take it up again; and whether her lord smiles 
upon her, and embraoeth her in his arms, or whether he 
frowns, or rebukes, or smites her, she apprehends the 
sweetness of his love in all, and is refreshed, supported, 
and instruoted by every suoh dispensation of his author
ity over her. On the other side, ye know who they are 
that complain of this yoke, and say, let us break their 
bonds; we will not have this man to rule over us. Evell 
so, brethren, it will be between you and your magistrates. 
If you stand for your natural oorrupt liberties, and will 
do what is good in your own eyes, you will not endure 
the least weight of authority, but will murmur and op
pose, and be always striving to shake oft'that yoke. But 
if you will be satisfied.. to enjoy 8uoh oivil and lawful 
liberties as Christ allows you, then will you quietly 
and oheerfully submit unto that authority whioh is set 
over you, in all the administrations of it, for your good. 
Wherein if we fail at any time, we hope we shall be 
willing, by God's assistanoe, to hearken to good advice 
from any of you, or in any other way ()f God; so shall 
your liberties be preserved in upholding the honor and 
power of authority among you." 

In spite, however, of Winthrop's eloquenoe and infiu. 
enoe, there was still to be found in the colony some to 
Whom the yoke of theocratio authority was not quite so 

October. easy and sweet. At the next session .of the General 
Court, a petition was presented from divers merchants 
aDd others, uking a reconsideration of the law against 
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Baptists, and a repeal of the act whioh prohibited the CIW'TD 

entertainment of strangers without license from a mag- x. 
istrate. In England, the dootrine of religious liberty 1645. 
had made great progress; the Independents already con-
trolled the Parliament, and the petitioners complained 
that "many godly" in that country bad taken· great of-
fense at these laws. A portion of the court were in-
clined to listen to this petition; but the elders went first 
to the deputies, and then to the magistrates, and repre-
senting what advantage it would give tbe Baptists, whose 
notions were fast spreading, they suooeeded in obtaining 
a peremptory vote that tbe laws complained of should 
neither be altered nor explained. The Commissioners 
for the United Colonies added their support, advising at 
their next meeting the suppression of the influx of error, 
"under a deceitful color of liberty of conscience." 

But, though any thing tending to liberty of oonsoience 
was not to be allowed, a conoession was made to the jeal
ousy of the freemen; the unpopular Council for Life was 
deprived of its military authority, and, thus stripped of 
the last vestige of power, it became but a mere name. 

Ever sinoe the death of Miantonimoh, the young ohief 
Pessaous, bis brother and suooessor, and the rest of the 
Narragansets, had been in a state of great uneasiness. 
Tbey bad repeatedly sent presents to the colonists, re
questing liberty to wage war against Unoas, whom tbey 
aooused of baving killed Miantonimob, notwitbstanding 
tbe aooeptance of a ransom for him. This complaint had 
been specially investigated by the Commissioners for the 
United Colonies, and pronounced unfounded; for how 
could they fail to uphold their ally in an act done by their 
command and for their special benefit? Tbeyarranged a 
temporary truce, whioh having expired, the Narragansets 
sent war parties ag~ Unoas. On news of these pm-
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CHAPTER oeedings, a special meeting was forthwith called of the 
:x. Commissioners for the United Colonies, and prompt meas-

1645. ures were taken for the support of this convenient ally. 
July:.s. In the ourious manifesto issued by the commissioners OD 

this oooasion, they acknowledge their "lord and master" 
to be "king of peaoe and righteousness," requiring them 
to hold forth an example not only to Europe, but to the 
" barbarous trihes of the wildemess." They profess, in
deed, "an awful rflspect to divine rules," and an endeav
or "to walk uprigbtly and inoffensively, and in the midst 
of many injuries and insults to exeroise muoh patienoe 
and long suffering i" but they argue that, under existing 
oiroumstanoes, " God oalls the colonies to war," and they 
erder aooordingly an immediate levy of three hundred 
men. Sergeant-major Gibbons was appointed command
er-in-chief, with Standish of Plymouth, Mason of Con
neetiout, Seely of New Haven, and Leverett and Ather
ton of Massaohusetts, as his counoil of war. Endicott 
was still major general of Massachusetts; Gibbons, to 
whom the leadership of this expedition was intrusted, 
was commander of the Suffolk regiment. Originally 
a wild companion of Morton of Merry Mount, he had 
joined the Boston Church, and, having property, had estab
lished himself in that town asa merohant. He was, so 
Captain Edward Johnson tells us, "a man of resolute 
spirit, bold as a lion, being wholly tutored up in New 
England discipline, very generous and forward to promote 
all military matters." 

Alarmed at the preparations against him, arid not 
placing any great relianoe on that patienoe and long suf
fering, or that awful respect for divine rules of which the 
treatment of Miantonimoh had furnished bnt unpromis
ing specimens, Pessaouslistened to Williains's advioe and 
hastened to Boston to make his peaoe. He could only 
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obtain it by promising to indemnify Unoas for the depre- CHAPTER 

dations committed lipon him; to pay the colonists, for x. 
the ooet of their late preparations, wampum equivalent to 1645. 
16000, and to give hostages for future good behavior-
terms whioh he felt himself obliged to concede. 

In terror or admiration of a power so vigorously exer. 
oised, several inferior sagamores followed the example of 
the chiefs of Shawomet in subscribing to the ten command. 
ments, and acknowledging themselves the subjects of Mas
sachusetts. Besides the petty tribes about Massachu. 
setts Bay, this course was adopted by two sachems near 
"the great hill of the west, oalled Wachusett," and even 
by Passaoonoway, the Merrimac saohem. It was among 
the smaller and nearer of these subject tribes that the 
devoted Eliot now first began his missionary labors. 

The affairs of La Tour had at length reached a orisis. 
Early in the spring he had again visited Boston to so
lioit further aid. The courage and energy of Madame 
La Tour repulsed an attack which D' Aulney made dur. 
ing her husband's absence on the fort of St. John's; but 
a Boston ship, sent to St. John's with a supply of pro
visions, fell ~to D' Auiney's hands. He confiscated the 
vessel, and sent baok the men in an old shallop, with 
loud complaints of breaoh of faith and threats of venge
ance, to whioh the magistrates replied with equal spirit. 
A second attack on St. John's was more successful. The 
fort was taken, the garrison were hanged as rebels, and 
Madame La Tour died shortly after of grief and vexa· 
tion. La Tour estimated his loss at £10,000, $48,000, 
and he was totally ruined by it, as was Major Gibbons 
and some other Boston merohants, to whom his fort was 
mortgaged. Gibbons's olaim against La Tour amounted 
to upward of £2000, or near $10,000. 

So far from granting any further aid, the General 
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eHAPTER Court caused a paper to be drawn up, and presented to 
x. the Commissioners for the United Colonies, strongly rep-

1646. robating the whole connection with La Tour, who pres.
ently went to seek aid of Sir David Kirk, governor of 
Newfoundland. He soon returned t however, with a small 
vessel lent him by Kirk, and remained during the winter 
a pensioner on the bounty of his Boston friends. They 
fitted him out in the spring with goods for trading with 
the Indians at the eastward; but he betrayed his trust, 
forced. the English part of his orew on shore near Cape 
Sable, and ran away with the vessel and cargo; "where.. 
by it appeared, as the Scripture saith," such is Wm
throp's remark on the occasion, "that there is no confi
dence in an unfaithful or carnal man." The Boston sailors 
left on shore by La Tour wandered about in great distress, 

_. till some Indians gave them a shallop, provisions, and a 
pilot. La Tour, who did not lack capacity and enter
prise, presently established liimself as a fur trader in the 
distant region of Hudson's Bay. 

1646. Not long after La Tour's final departure arrived an-
other visitor no less remarkable. This was Captain Crom
well, who, ten years before, had been a common sailor in 
New England, but who now was commander of three fast
sailing brigantines, eaoh of some sixty tons burdeDt and 
full of armed men. Under a sort of second-hand com
mission from the Earl of Warwiok to make reprisals on 
the Spaniards, he had oaptured in the West Indies sev
eral riohly-laden Spanish vessels. He was doubtless a 
freebooter, among the earliest of those so famous pres
ently as buccaneers. A storm drove him into Plymouth, 
" divine Providence," according to Winthrop, " so direot
ing for the comfort and help of that town, whioh was now 
almost deserted." These providential visitors spent free
ly and gave liberally to many of the poorer 8Ort; yet, 
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even in the oase of these formidable and libera1strangers, OIWTEB 

the Plymouth magistrates did not fail to vindicate their 1. 

authority. ODe of Cromwell's men, inolined to be mu- 1646. 
tinous, in a struggle with his commander received a 
slight wound, whioh presently mortified and caused his 
death. A jury of inquest having found these faots,. 
Cromwell oonsented to be tried, "80 it might be by a 
counoil of war." Suob a tribunal being organized, oom-
posed of some of the magistrates and military ofiioers, 
Cromwell' came before it and exhibited his commission, 
on sight of whioh, probably without any very oritioal 
enmination of ita tenor and authority, he was -at 0D0e 

acquitted. Shortly afterward he came to Boston. " He 
and all his men had muob money, and great store of plate 
and jewels of great value, yet he took up his lodging in 
a poor thatohed hoU8e; and when he was offered the beat 
in the town, his answer was, that in his mean estate that 
poor man entertained him when others would not, and 
therefore he would not lean him now, when he. might 
do him good." Winthrop, lately re-eleoted governor, re- llay. 

oeived, 88 a present from this magnanimous freebooter, 
an elegant sedan ohair, captured in one of his prizes, said 
to bave been designed as a gift from the vioeroy of Mex-
ico to bis sister. 

The faithlessness of La Tour facilitated thenegotia
tiona with D' Aulney, whioh the Commissioners for the 
United Colonies had taken in hand. They offered to 
send an embassador to treat at Penobaoot; but D' Aulney 
satisfied with the compliment, preferred to send agents 
to Boston. These agents having arrived in a pinnaoe Sept. 

on the Lord's day, just as the people were going to after
noon's servioe, Sergeant-major Gibbons sent two of his 
ohief ofiioers to meet them at the water side, and to c0n-

duct them without noise to their lodgings. Tbe publie 
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CHAPTER worship being ended, the govemor· sent Gibbons and 
x. others with a guard. of musketeers to attend the em-

1646. bassadors to his house .. He met them without the door, 
carried them in, entertained them with wine and sweet
meats, and then reoonduoted them to their lodgings. 
The Commissioners for the United Colonies were called 
together, and, after a keen negotiation and large olaims 
for damages on both sides, it was finally agreed to over
look the past, and be friends for th.e future. " The 
Lord's day they were here," says Winthrop, "the gov
ernor acquainted them with our manner, that all men 
either oome to our publio meetings or keep themselves 
quiet in their houses; and, finding the place where they 
weJ'e not oonvenient for them for that day, invited them 
to his own house, where they oontinued private until 
sunset, and made use of suoh Latin and Frenoh books 
as they had, with the liberty of a private walk in his 
garden, and so gave no offense." 

Notwithstanding this treaty, whiohwas sealed by 
presenting to D' Anlney the sedan ohair which Captain 
Cromwell had given to Winthrop, this popish Frenoh 
neighbor still remained an object of muoh suspioion to 
New England; nor was it long before he seized and 
oonfiscated several Boston vessels for trading with the 
Indians within the Frenoh limits. 

While the negotiation with D' Aulney's messengers 
was still going on, a very unweloome visitor made his 
appearance at Boston in the person of Randall Holden, 
one of Gorton's oompanions in his recent visit to En
gland. Holden brought letters of safe-oonduot from the 
Parliamentary Commissioners for Plantations; also a oopy 
of the oomplaint against the Massachusetts magistrates 
whioh Gorton had lodged with that board, and an order 
thereupon that Gorton's people should be allowed quiet 
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possession .of their lands at Shawomet, with an intima- CHAPTEll 

tion, however, that this decision was not final, and that x. . 

an answer was expected to Gorton's allegations. 1646. 
Notwithstanding Holden's letters of safe-conduct, it 

was only after a long consultation with the elders that 
the unwilling magistrates would allow him to land. The 
papers whioh he brought raised a most important ques
tion, that of the relation in which the colony stood to 
the mother country--a point as to whioh the Massachu
setts th~raoy was no more inolined to concede to the 
Parliamentary Commissioners than formerly to the royal 
commission headed by Laud. The General C«hlrt bav.-
ing met in speoial session, the elders were oalled in to Nov. 

advise. It was· agreed that allegiance was due to· En
gland; also a tenth part of all gold aDd silver ore; but en-
tire independence in the management of local affairs was 
olaimed under the oharter, and complete freedom from 
any interference by appeals or other interruptions. It 
was judged wisest, however, not to put forward these 
pretensions too strongly, but to intrust the matter to the 
good discretion of Edward Winslow, of Plymouth, who 
had been several times to England' on business of that 
colony,· and who, as being well known to several influen-
tial members of Parliament, was now selected to go out 
as ,gent for Massachusetts. He was "to dis~m the 
mind of. the Parliament," and, jf the opportunity seemed 
favorable, was to avail himself of it to procure suoh 
countenance of the colony'S proceedings as would put a 
stop to all. complaints for' the future. But Massaohu

.setts was as poor as she was. proud and baughty; her 
treasury at this important orisis was entirely empty 
both of money and beaver; nor was it without diffioulty 
that £ 1 00 were borrowed for Winslow's outfit. 

This matter disposed of, the court took up a petition 
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CUAPTRR presented at a former session, signed by seven oitizens 
x. of Boston, among others, by our old acquaintance Mav-

1646. eriek. In the name of themselves and many more, the 
petitioners prayed for the rights of English subjeets, with 
complaints of the exolusion, under the existing system, 
of all but ohurch members from oivil and ecclesiastioal 
privileges. Though suffioiently moderate in its tenor, 
this petition had given great offense "to many godly, 
both elders and others." The zealous Johnson denounces 
those who signed it as " of a very linsiewolsie disposition, 
some for Prelacy, some for Presbytery, and some for 
Plebsbytery." Several replies to it were now presented 
to the court, whioh, by order of that body, were summed 
up into one; not, indeed, by way of answer, beeause 
the petition was adjudged a contempt, and therefore not 
worthy of an answer, but as a declaration of the court's 
opinion touohing this audaoious assault upon theocratio 
rights. Dr. Child, a young physioian recently from 
London, whose name stood at the head of the signers, 
being summoned before the General Court, alleged, on 
behalf of himself and the others, that it was no orime to 
petition. He was told in reply that it was not for pe
titioning they were questioned, but for the "miscar
riages" whioh their petition contained, specified on the 
spot to the number of twelve, of whioh the prinoipal 
were, oalling the existing government an "ill-oompaoted 
vessel," ascribing the misfortunes of the oo1ony to its 
bad government, intimating that many persons were dis
contented, oharging the government with tyranny, and 
olaiming a right of appeal to Englaad. To these speoi
fications the petitioners returned elaborate answers in 
'."liting, to whioh the court rejoined extempore, to the 
entire satisfaction of an assembled multitude of ohurch 
members, whose exclusive right to political authority 
the petitioners had presumed to question. 
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Thus beaten in argument, Child and his associates CHAPTER 

were fined from £10 to £00, $00 to $200 each, and x. 
were exhorted to be quiet, to study to mind their own 1646. 
business, and to recollect the sin of Korah in resisting 
Moses and Aaron. On promise of the remission of their 
fines "if they would ingenuously acknowledge their mis
carriage," some .of the petitioners, of whom Maverick was 
one, submitted; the others appealed ·to Parliament, and 
tendered theit appeal in writing; but the court refused 
to accept, or even to hear it read. The majority was de. 
cisive in favor of this denial of appeal. Three, however, 
of the magistrates, Bellingham, Saltonstall, and Brad. 
street, with two of the deputies, desired to be entered 
'" contradioentes in all these proceedings." 
. A similar effort in behalf of religious liberty had 
been made in Plymouth colony about the same time by 
Vassall and others. One of the magistrates had made 
a proposal for general toleration, and two others had sup
ported him. "You would have admired," wrote Wins. 

low to Winthrop, ".to see how sweet this carrion relish
ed in the palate of most of the deputies." But Govern. 
or Prinoe, sustained by a majority of the magistrates, 
refused to put it to the vote, "as being that, indeed, 
which would eat out the power of godliness." 

While Child hastened to get ready to go to England 
in a ship about to sail, he and his friends bestirred them. 
selves to get up a petition from the non-freemen, setting 
forth their grievances, and praying the parliamentary 
commissioners for relief. This was esteemed by the ma
jority of the magistrates a new and still more serious of. 
fense; and, without admitting the three dissenting assist
ants to their council, lest some hint of their intention 
might go abroad, an order was issued to aRest Child just 
as he was about to embark, &nd. to searoh his trunk, au.d 
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CUAPTER also the study of Dand, another of the petitioners. Noth. 
x. ing was found in Child's trunk, but in Dand's study were 

1646. seized, in the hands of Smith, another of the petitioners, 
copies of two memorials addressed to the Parliamentary 
Commissioners for Plantations; the one from Child and 
his associates, setting forth their case, the other from 
some non.freemen, " pretending," as Winthrop tells us, 
" to be in tho name and upon the sighs and tears of many 
thousands," praying for liberty of conscience and the ap
pointment of a parliamentary governor. Only twenty. 
five persons had dared to set their names to this petition, 
and these either "young men who came over servants, 
and never had any show of religion in them," or "fish. 
ermen of Marblehead, profane persons," or "men of no 
reason," like a barber of Boston, who apologized for sign. 
ing that he did it to please the gentlemen his CUstom· 

ers. How dangerous a thing it was to meddle with such 
a petition was suffioiently evinced by the case of one Joy, 
"a young fellow, a carpenter," who had been very busy 
in In'OOuring signers, and who even presumed to question 
the constable who searohed Dand's study whether his 
warrant were in the king's name. This audacious 
young carpenter was kept in irons till "he humbled him. 
self, confessed what he knew, blamed himself for med. 
dling in matters belonging not to him, and blessed God 
for these irons upon his legs, hoping they would do him 
good while he lived. So he was let out upon reasona. 
ble bail." 

The offense of Dand and Smith, in whose oustody the 
petitions had been found, was still more serious. It was 
held, indeed, under the fundamental laws, to be "in na
ture capital," being DO less than treason against the Com. 
monwealth, and bail was refused.' Child, indignant at 
his arrest, "gave big words," but was soon silenced by 
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threats of irons and the common prison. He was kept ClW'TER 

in custody till the ship was gone, and ·was then bound x. 
over for his appearance at court.. 1647. 

At the next Court of Elections an attempt was made May. 

to displace Winthrop, and to secure the ch~i~ of: sOme 
new magistrates. But as the right of voting was con-
fined to church memb6rs, comparatively few of the dis
contented po8IJessed that franchise, and Winthrop was 
re-elected by a majority o! .two or three hundred. At 
the General Court immediately following, Chil~ and the 
others were very~eavily fined. Unable to pay his fine 

· of £200, $960, Dand was kept in prison more than a 
· year, and was only dischar~ at last upon a hUmble 
submission. 

In spite of these high-handed proceedings, the obnox-
· ious petition had gone forward by the very ship that car
ried the agent Winslow, intrusted to the care of Vassall, 
of Scituate, with whom the magistrates of Massachu
setts hesitated to m~e, not only beca~ he belonged 
to Plymouth colony, but for the more powerful reason 
that his· brother was an influential member of Parlia
ment. Yet he did not wholly escape animadversion. Just 
before th~. vessel sailed, Cotton, in his sermon at the 

, Thursday lectnre, advised the passengers, if a storm 
arose, to throw Vassall's trunk overboard, as containing 
the Jonah that would certainly sink them. A storm 
did arise, and, to appease the superstitious fears of 
some of the company, a package was thrown overboard 
containing copies of the obnoxious papers; but Vassall 
took care to preserve the originals. This ocourrence is 
alluded to in the title of a pamphlet, "New England's 
Jonas cast up at ;London," presently published by Child's 

· brother, a major in the. parliamentary army, containing 
a copy of the original petition to the Massachusetts Gen-

I. X 
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CIW"J.'EJL eraI Court, and an account of the proceedings upon it. 
x. 

___ Winslow, the Massaohusetts agent, published, in an-
1647. swer, "New England's Salamander discovered," allud

ing to V assall, a man, it was said, "never at rest but 
when in the fire of contention." Yet the fire of New 
England proved too hot for him. His leaning toward 
episcopaoy, or, at least, toward toleration, had made him 
obnoxious even in Plymouth· colony; and, though his 
family remained there, he never returned. By the aid 
of Vane, who aoted a magnanimous part toward his old 
opponents, and the friendly assistance of others of " the 
godly," Winslow-almost the only colonial agent of Mas
saohusetts ever able to give satisfaotion to his coustitu
ents-suooeeded so well with the ParliameI.1tary Commis
sioners that they wrote to the magistrates of Massaohu
setts, disavowing any intention to interfere with their ju
risdiotion, or to encourage appeals from their" justice," 
but requiring for the Gortonists peaceful possession of their 
lands till the claim of right could be decided. Similar 
letters were sent to Conneoticut and Plymouth. No no· 
tice appears to have been taken of the appeal of Child, nor 
of the petition of the non-freemen. Child himself having 
got into a dispute on the London Exohange with a New 
England man, whom he struck in his passion, was obliged 
to apologize before all the merohants, and to give it un· 
der·his hand" never to speak evil of New England men," 
nor to occasion any further trouble; "and besides,;' 
adds Winthrop, "God had so blasted his estate as he 
was quite broken.~' Suoh was the result of the first 
struggle in Massaohusetts for equal political rights, an 
enterprise not to be again attempted for many years, nor 
finally to be accomplished without royal aid. 

Yet liberty was not without one abiding spot in New 
England. 'In spite of the opposition of Massaohusetts 
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and Plymouth, Roger Williams and his associates had at CBAPTEJl 

length suooeeded, though not without muoh diffioulty and x. 
delay, in uniting and organizing the Narraganset settle- 1647. 
ments under the oharter whioh he had obtained. The 
Dew government consisted of a president, four ,assistants,' 
and an assembly, one assistant and six assembly men for 
each of the four towns; for, besides Providence and the 
two towns of Portsmouth and Newport, on the Island of 
Aqniday, the new commonwealth inoluded also the set
tlement of Shawomet, where the Gortonists had partially 
re-established. themselves. The government was declared 
to be "democratical;" all laws enaoted by the Assembly 
must be sent to the towns, and approved by a majority 
of them. Freedom of faith and worship was assured to 
all-the first formal and legal establishment of religious 
liberty ever promulgated, whether in Amerioa or Europe. 
A body of laws was enacted, and afterward approved by May 10. 

the towns--the basis of the existing code of Rhode Island. 
The assistants aoted as the supreme court of law; for 
smaller oases, there were town councils, each composed of 
six persoDS. One hundred pounds were voted to Williams 
for his pains in obtaining the oharter. 

Gorton himself presently arrived at Boston with a let- 1648. 
ter of safe-conduot from the Earl of Warwiok. It was May. 

only, however, by a bare maj~rity that the magistrates 
allowed. him a week's stay, and.a safe passage through 
their territories to Shawomet,. whioh he now named War-
wick, in honor of his protector. During Gorton's resi-
dence in Englan4· he had published an acd)unt of the 
proceedings against him, entitled. "Simplioity's Defense 
against Seven-headed Polioy," to whioh Winslow replied 
in "Hypocrisy Unmasked." There were even strong 
hopes that Winslow would be able to procure the reoall 
of Williams's oharter, on the ground that the territory 
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CIW"I'EB belonged either to Plymouth or Connectiout--hopes en-
x. couraged by some lack of harmony in the newly-consti-

1648. tuted provinoo. The Baptiats at Newport and the adher
ents of Coddington did not agree. Coddington refused 
to acoopt the offioo of governor, to whioh he was ohosen 

May 16. at the second general election. He wrote to Winthrop, 
Sept. complaining of Gorton, and, a few months after, applied 

on behalf of the "major part of the island," as be alleged, 
for the reception of Aquiday into the New England Un
ion. But this was refused, unless tbey would submit to 
the jurisdiction of Plymouth. It was, indeed, upon the 
ground of an alleged deputation to her of the rights of 
Plymouth and Conneotiout that Massaohusetts justified 
her late proceedings against the Gortonists. 

Winslow was more honorably employed in promoting 
in England the formation of a society for the propaga
tion of the Gospel among the Indians. This society 
presently received a parliamentary oharter, and, in spite 
of muoh opposition, suo~ed in collecting a considerable 
amount of funds. With all the energy of an iron COD

stitution, and the zeal of a heart benevolent and devout, 
performing all the time his regular duties as minister of 
Roxbury, Eliot had continued his missionary labors. 
Having acquired the Indian language, he gave a regular 
Indian lecture alternately.at Nonantum and Neponset, 
.the one in the western limi~ of Watertown, the other 
on the southern border of Dorohester. "He would per
suade one of the other elders or some magistrate to begin 
the exeroise with a prayer in English; then he preaohed 
in Indian about an hour, cateohizing the ohildren, who 
were soon brought to answer some short questions, 
whereupon he gave each of them an .apple or a oake. 
Then he demanded of some of the ohiefs if they under
stood him," and inquired if they had any questions to 
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ask. These Indian proselytes soon grew very inquisi- CHAPTER 

tive after knowledge "both in things divine and also x. 

human," and put many questions, some of which their 1648. 
teacher :was not a little puzzled to answer. On the 
whole, however, the system of religion which he pro
pounded seems to have struck the Indians, such or. them, 
at least, as took an interest in the SUbject, as sufficiently 
reasonable. Their questions being anSwered, Eliot con
cluded with a prayer in the Indian language. " The 
Indians were usually very attentive, and kept their chil- . 
dren so quiet as caused no di$turbarice. Some of them 
began to be Seriously affected, and to understand the 
things of God, and they were generally ready to reform 
whatsoever they were told to be against the .word of 
God, as their sorcery, which they Oallpow-wowing, their 
wboredoms, idleness," &c.· Such is Winthrop's account 
of these early missionary labors. 

Under a commission from Massachusetts, John Win-
throp the younger, a man of very active spirit, constantly 
engaged in new enterprises, had commenced a settlement 1646. 
at PequOd harbor, where he claimed a large tract on the 
strength of an alleged verbal gift from an Indian chief 
before the commencement of the ·PequOd War-a title, 
however, which the Commissioners of the United Col-
onies were hardly willing to recognize. The colony of 
Connecticut claimed the banks of Pequod River, not 
only as conquered by that colony from the Pequods, 
but as included under their conveyance from Fenwick. 
The Commissioners of the United Colonies, before whom 
the question was carried, assigned the settlement at Pe-

_ quod to Connecticut. It presently received the name 
of New LOIIIdon, PequOd River being called the Thames. 
But the claim of title by conquest set up by Massachu
setts was not entirely disallowed. The territory from 
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CHAPTER the Mystio Rivel' to the country of the Nanagansets, 
x. inoluding the larger part of the present State of Rhode 

1647. Island, was assigned. as ber share of the spoil. 
It had. been part of the consideration to Fenwick that 

for ten years an impost should be levied, for his benent, 
of twopence per bushel on com, and a penny a pound on 
all beavel' passing Fort Saybrcok. The people of Spring. 
field presently resisted payment of this impost, denying 
the 'right of Connectiout to levy taxes on the inhabit
ants of another oolony. But on appeal to the Commis. 
sioners of the United Colonies, the impost was sustained, 
on the ground that Connectiout had a right to levy it 
for the support of the fort. The General Court of Massa. 
ohusetts, taking sides with Springfield, drew up a re
monstrance against this deoision, and took the same oc
oasion, also, to intimate their dissatisfaotion with some 
other proooedings of the oommissioners.-ind.eed, with the 
whole terms of the union, whioh imposed upon them half 

1648. the burden, while it gave them only a quarter of the 
power. This remonstrance, whioh was duly answered 
by Connecticut, not produoing the desired. effect, Massa. 

1649. ohusetts imposed upon all goods belonging to any inhab. 
itants of the three other colonies whioh might enter 
Boston harbor, a tax or duty, nominally for the support 
of the forts, but ,really as a retaliation for the decision 

1660. against her. The commissioners, at their next meeting, 
strongly protested against this aot, and a state of ill feeling 
began to spring up, whioh came near produoing, a year or 
two after, the dissolution of the New England Union. 

The Commissioners for the United Colonies, at one 
of their earliest meetings, had. recommended. the drawing 
up of a common confession of faith, and a common scheme 

. 1646. of discipline for the New England ohurches. The Massa· 
May. ohusetts General Court had subSequently proposed. a 
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synod for that P111'p086, but the assembly of that body CBAPTER 
X. 

had been delayed by several obstaoles. I The Boston __ _ 
Churoh, still infected with some tinges of Hutch~nian- 1646. 
ism, and fearful of new stretches of ecclesiastical author-
ity, in spite of the strenuous efforts of Wh\throp, Cot-
ton, and Wilson, refused to ohoose delegates. " So the 
elders sat down muoh grieved in spirit, yet told the 
congregation that they thought it their duty to go not
withstanding, not as sent by the ohurch, but as speoially 
called by the order of the court." The synod being 
met, Norton of Ipswioh, one of the ablest of the elders, Sept. 

on a lecture day at Boston, labored hard to induce that 
ohurch to appoint delegates. He took for his text Moses 
and Aaron meeting on the mount and kissing eaoh other, 
as typical of the relations ~tween church and state; 
and he laid down the nature and power of the synod as 
only" consultative, decisive, and declarative, not ooative" 
or compulsory. With muoh ado, delegates from Boston 
were at last ohosen; but as none had arrived from the 
other colonies, the session was adjolUned. This synod 
reassembled the, next year, but was dispersed by an epi- 1647. 
demio influenza, the first instance of "that disorder of June. 

whioh we find mention. It spread far and wide, affect-
ing alike the Iu~ans, the Frenoh, the English, and the 
Dutch, and proving fatal in many cases, especially those 
in whioh bleeding and depletion were employed. The 
synod finally convened at Cambridge, and was opened 1648. 
with a sermon, containing "a clear discovery and refuta- Augut. 

tion of such enors, objeotions, and soruples as had been 
raised about it by some young heads." Iu the midst of 
this sermon there oame a snake into the seat where 
many of the elders sat. Divers shifted from it, but Mr. 
Thompson of Braintree, "a man of much faith," trod 

, upon its head, and so h"ld it with foot and staff till it 
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CHAPTER was killed. "This being 80 remarkable," says Win
x. 

___ throp, "and nothing falling out but by divine Providence, 
1648. it is out of doubt the Lord discovered somewhat of his 

mind in it. The serpent is the devil, the synod the 
representative of the churches of Christ in New En
gland. The devil had formerly and lately attempted 
their disturbance and dissolution, but their faith in the 
seed of the woman overcame him, and crushed his head." 

Introduced with this favorable omen, the synod" went 
on comfortably," and proceeded to frame a confession 
of faith, almost identical, except as to the matter of 
chnrch government, with that of the famous Westmin
ster Assembly; which closed its sessions about this time. 
That assembly declared for Presbyterianism, claiming for 
the church under" King Jesus" a divine authority in
dependent of the state. The New England Platform 
recognized, on' the other hand, the intimate union of 
state· and church, giving, indeed, a full and formal sane
tion to that theocratic system, of which the origin and 
orgaDization have been already pointed out. The West;. 
minster Assembly would probably have had no' objection 
to the same system, could they have limited political 
power, as in New England, to church members only. 
By neither system was any individual freedom of opin
ion allowed. The churches and their members were 
alike subjected in both to the iron will of a majority, as
suming to itself all the pretended infallibility of a pope 
or a General Council, the only difference being that 
Presbyterianism established a regular gradation of church 
courts, in which the clergy predominated, while the 0c

casional councils and synods of the Congregational sys
tem, as it was called, gave a nominal equality to the lay 
ohuroh members. 
. Winth.lOp did but just live to see thus solemnly sane-
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tioned that theocratio system, the establishment of whioh CHAPTER 

he had so muoh at heart. He died poor, in his tenth x. 

term of office as governor, leaving a fourth wife, whom 1649. 
he had recently married, and an infant son, to whom the Marcb. 

General Court voted unanimously £200, near 81000-
a generous gift, oonsidering the poverty of the oolony. 
He left, also, a journal, oommenoing with his departure 
from home-an invaluable document, our ohief authority 
thus far for the history of New England. . 

Endioott, ohosen to the vacant office of governor, Big- May. 

nalized his entrance upon it by joining with several of 
the magistrates in an association against wearing long 
hair. Winthrop, during his life, had displayed not less 
zeal against the profane custom of drinking healths. 
Gibbons was ohosen major general in Endioott's place. 

Dudley, now very old, was once more ohosen governor. 1650. 
He died two years after, leaving, by a second wife, a 
family of young ohildren, one of whom subsequently 
played. a oonspicuous part in the history of Massaohu
setts. Hard and stern, with none of Winthrop's plaus
ible suavity, some verses found in his pocket after his 
death express, however, Winthrop's opinions and prinoi
pIes no less than his own : 

" Let men of God, in courts and cburcbes watcb 
O'er sucb as do a toleration batcb, 
Lest tbat ill egg bring fortb a coeatrice, 
To poison all witb beresy and vice. 
U men be left, and otbenyise combine, 
My epitapb'_' I died no libertine!' II 

The same horror of toleration, an inherent and essen
tial oharacteristio of every theocracy, is very energetically 
displayed in the enthusiastio pages of Captain Edward 
Johnson's" Wonder-working Providence of Zion's Savior 
in New England," finished about this time, aDd pres-
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CHAPTER ently printed in London-th~ first published history of the 
x. planting of Massachusetts. Adorned with rhymed apos-

1660. trophes to the principal personages mentioned in it, this 
history is composed in a very rhapsodical style, and in 9. 
tone of confident and self-complacent laudation, a little too 
much imitated by some subsequent New England histo
rians. It throws, however, a good deal of light on the 
material as well as the spiritual condition of the colony. 
"The Lord had been pleased," the oaptain tells us, "to 
turn all the wigwams, huts, and hovels the English dwelt 
in at their first coming, into orderly, fair, and well-built 
houses, well furnished, many of them, with orchards filled 
with goodly fruit trees and garden flowers." There 
were estimated to be, in gardens and orchards, about one 
thousand acres, and fifteen thousand acres in tillage .. 
The cattle were reckoned at twelve thousand, and the 
sheep at three thousand. Many laboring men, who had 
not enough to bring them over, were now" worth scores, 
and some, hundreds of pounds." Many had feared that 
Massachusetts "would be no place of continued habita
tion for want of a staple commodity; but in a very 
short time every thing in the country proved a staple 
commodity, wheat, rye, oats, pease, barley, beef, pork, 
fish, butter, cheese, timber, masts, tar, soap, plank, boards, 
frames of houses, clapboards, and pipe-staves; and those 
who were formerly forced to fetch most of the bread they 
ate and the beer they drank a thousand leagues by sea, are, 
through the blessing of the Lord, so increased, that they 
have not only fed their elder sisters, Virginia, Barbadoes, 
and the Summer Islands, that were preferred before her 
for fruitfulness, but also the grandmother of us all, even 
the fertile ·isle of Great Britain, besides Portugal, that 
hath had many a mouthful of bread and fish from us in 
exchange for their Madeira,liquors, and also Spain." 
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" Good white and wheaten bread is no dainty, but ev- CHAPTER x. 
ery ordinary man bath his ohoice, if gay olothing and a __ _ 

liquorish tooth after sack, sugar, and plnms liok not away 1600. 
his bread too fast, all whioh are but ordinary among those 
that were not able to bring their own persons over at 
their first coming. There are not many towns in the 
country but the poorest person in them hath a house and 
land of his own, and bread of his own growing, if not 
some cattle. Flesh is now no rare food, beef, pork, and 
mutton beiDg f;requent in many houses, so that this poor 
wilderness hath not only equalized England in food, but 
goes beyond it in some places for the great plenty of wine 
and sugar which is ordinarily used, and apples, pears, 
and quince tarts instead of their former pumpkin pies. 
Poultry they have plenty." The use of wine, freely im-
ported from Madeira, seems, indeed, to have gradually su
perseded that habit of beer-clrinking whioh the colonists 
had brought with them from England. Johnson enumer-
ates not less than thirty-two trades carried on in the col
ony--among the most sUOO8ssful, those of coopers, tan-
ners, and shoemakers; "it being naturalized" to these 
two latter occupations" to have a higher reaoh in manag-
ing their manwactnres than other men in New England." 
Already shoes were manufactured for exportation. 

"Many a fair ship had her framing and finishing 
here, besides lesser vessels, barques and ketches; manY a 
master, besides common seamen, had their 1irst learning 
in this colony. Our maritime towns, Ipswioh, Salem, 
and Boston, begin to increase roundly, especially Boston; 
the whioh, of a poor country village, in twioe seven years 
is become like unto a small oity." "The form of this town 
is'like a heart, naturally situated for fortifications, hav
ing two hills on the frontice part next the sea, the one 
well fortified on the superfioies with store of great artil-
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CHAPTER lery, the other having on·its descent a very strong bat-
1[. tery, built of whole timber and filled with earth, betwixt 

161)0. whioh two'8trong arms lies a large cove or bay, on whioh 
the chief est part of the town is built,overtoppeci with a 
third hill, furnished with a beacon and loud babbling 
guns, to give notice, by their redoubled 8Oho, to all their 
sister towns. The obief edifice of this oity-like town is 
crowded on the sea banks, and wharfed out with great 
industry ILDd cost; the buildings, beautiful and large, 
some fairly set out with briok, tile, stone, and slate, and 
orderly placed, with comely streets, whose continual en
largement presageth some sumptuous city." 

" 

Besides the fort and battery in Boston, and another in 
Charlestown commanding the inner harbor, was the Cas
tle, on an island of eight acres, three miles below the 
town, in the track of vessels approaohing from the sea, 
very advantageously situated "to make many shots at 
such ships as shall offer to enter the harbor without their 
good leave and liking." As there was no lime in the 
colony except that made of sea-shells, this fortress, built 
at mst of earth, had fallen to decay, but had lately been 
rebuilt by a contribution of the six neighboring towns, 
and was now held by a small.garrison in the colony pay. 
"The forts are well contrived," says Johnson, "and bat
teries strong and in good repair, the great artillery well 
mounted and cleanly kept, half cannon, culverins, and 
sackers," twenty-four, eighteen, and six pounders, "and 
also field-pieces of brass, very ready for service." 

" Good store of shipping is here yearly built, and some 
very fair ones. This town is the very mart of the land; 
French, Portugais, and Dutch come hither for traffio." 
The "popularity" of the town had become 80 great that 
the inhabita.nts were too many to meet in one assembly, 
and the northeast part being separated from the other 
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" by a narrow stream. out through a neck of land by in· ClW'TU 

dustry, whereby that part is beoome an island," it was x. 

thought meet that the inhabitants there should gather 1660. 
into ohuroh body and build a meeting.house, wllloh was 
accordingly done, but no one as yet was oalled to office 
as pastor. This second ohuroh in Boston was the thir. 
teenth in the colony. 

The militia, consisting of twenty. six companies offoot, 
besides.a "very gallant horse troop," was drilled to the 
use of arms eight days in the year. ." None are ex· 
empt," says our gallant oaptain, "except a few timor. 
ous persons, that are apt to plead infirmity if the ohurch 
ohoose them not as deacons, or they can not get to serve 
some magistrate or minister; but assuredly the gener. 
ality of this people are very forward for feats of war, and 
many, to further this work, have spent their time and 
estates." Eaoh soldier was required to keep constantly 
by him "powder, bullets, and match." Besides the 
town magazines of powder and military stores, there was 
also a general magazine for the colony, all under the 
oharge of an inspector, who had a sharp eye to keep them 
well supplied. " There are none chosen to office in any 
of these bands, but suoh as are freemen, supposed to be 
men endued with faith in Christ Jesus j" whereupon 
our oaptain adds this weighty caution: "Let all people 
know that desire the downfall of New England, they are 
not to war against a people only exercised in feats of 
arms, but men, also, who are experienced in the deliver. 
ances of the Lord from the mouth of the lion and the 
paw of the bear. And now woe be to you; when the 
same God that directed the stone to the forehead of the 
Philistine guides every bullet that is shot at you, it mat· 
ters not for the whole rabble of anti.Christ on your side, 
the God of armies is for us, a refuge high; Selah!" 
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CIUPTER Quite a number of these formidable soldiers offered 
x. 

___ their services to the" godly Parliament." Besides Cap-
1660. tain Cook, already mentioned, who obtained a colonel's 

commission, Stoughton, the commander of the Massa
ohusetts forces in the Pequod war, and Bourne, a B0s
ton ship-oarpenter, became lieutenant colonel and major 

1644. in Rainsborow's regiment. Leverett, son of the ruling 
elder of the Boston Churoh, obtained the command of a 
company of foot. Hudson, his ensign, was also a Mas
saohusetts man. Liol, another of these adventurers, be
came surgeon to the Earl of Manohester's life guard. 
"These did good service," Winthrop tells us, "and were 
well approved; but Mr. Stoughton falling siok and dy
ing at Lincoln, the rest all returned to their wives and 
families." 
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CHAPTER XI. 

VIRGINIA AND MARYLAND DURING THE ENGLISH CIVIL 
WARS AND THE COMMONWEALTH. 

THE meeting of the Long Parliament was a subject c~(ER 
of lejoioing as well in Virginia as in Massaohusetts. __ _ 
Shortly after its assembly, in an address to their COD- 1641. 
stituents, the burgesses refer to the "happy Parliament 
in England" as atFording opportunity for establishing 
their" liberties and privileges," and for" preventing the 
future designs of monopolizers, contractors, and pre
emptors, ever hitherto inoessant." 

The old Virginia Company applied to the Long -.Par
liament for the restoration of their charter, but this ap
plication found no favor in Virginia. The assembly de-
olared, "that, having fully debated and maturely con- 1642. 
sidered the reasons on both sides, and looking baok to April l. 

the times under the company, and also upon the present 
state of the colony under his majesty's government, they 
find the late company in their government intolerable, 
and the present comparatively happy." This protest 
wound up in the form of an act, with a clause imposing 
a severe penalty on all who should aid or· abet the re
duction of the colony to any company or corporation. 
It was sent to the king, who returned a very graoious 
answer, dated at York, where he had already retired, July 18. 

and raised his standard against the rebellious Parlia-
ment. 

Shortly after the breaking out of the oivil war in En- 1643. 
gland, the Virginia code underwent a second revision. 
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CIW'TER Most of the former laws were continued, but with some 
XL modifications and additions, derived from acts passed by 

1643. the intermediate assemblies. The new code provided for 
parish vestries, to consist of the minister, two church
wardens, and the "most sufficient and selected men of 
the parish;" the vestrymen to be chosen annually by the 
major part of the pa~ishioners. They are empowered to 
levy assessments for church repairs and parish expenses, 
and required annually, in presence of the. commanders of 
settlements and the commissioners of the monthly courts, 
to give an account of their collections and disbursements. 
The ministers, to be recommended by the vestries ancl 
admitted by the governor, are made subject to suspension 
by the governor and council, and removal by the assem
bly. All ministers are to use the Liturgy, and to con
form to the Church of England; the governor and coun
cil to compel non-conformists "to depart the colony with 
all conveniency." No popish recusant is to hold any 
office; and all popish priests are to be sent out of the 
colony within five days after their anival. Traveling 
and shooting on the Sabbath are made punishable by 
fines. 

Besides the parish and ministerial taxes, there was 
another poll tax known as the" colony levy," imposed 
annually by the Assembly for the payment of colonial 
expenses. From this tax the vestries are empowered to 
excuse, on certificates of poverty. Conveyances of land 
are required to be registered; tenants dispossessed by a 
sUperior title ar~ to be allowed compensation for im
provements-a very decided advance on the English 
law, adopted at present in many of the States. Every 
planter is required to fence in his crops at his own peril
thus settling a question which had made a politiCt1l revo
lution in Massachusetts, and establishing a rule which, 
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by statute or usage, still pervades all the Southel11 CBAI"1'D 

States. The killing of tame hogs is made felony; nor XL 

could wild hogs be killed without a license. Hunting 1643. 
over other people's cultivated lands is forbidden. Serv-
ants without indentures, if of age, are to serve four 
years; if under twenty, five years; if under twelve, 
leven years. Servitude, as a punishment, is abolished. 
To deal with runaway servants, or any servants, with-
out consent of their masters, is made a criminal offense. 
Penalties are imposed on servants marrying without 
leave of their masters, running away, or carrying powder 
and shot to the Indians. .Any freeman who sells powder 
and shot to the Indians is to forfeit all his estate. He 
who trades with them in other commodities without 
license is to be imprisoned at the discretion of the gov-
ernor and council. Arms lent to Indians may be taken 
away by any person, and the lender is subject to a fine. 

The monthly courts are changed into county courts, 
to be held six times a year in each county, by commis
sioners appointed by the A.8aembly; each commissioner 
being also authorized to sit alone to decide petty contra
.emes. From the county courts, which possessed a 
comprehensive jurisdiction in all oases, both in law and 
equity, an appeal lay to the quarter courts, composed of 
the governor and council, and thence to the Assembly
a judicial system closely resembling that of New England. 
Juries were to be allowed, where parties desired it, "if 
the case were fit for a jury." The fees of attorneys in 
oounty courts are limited to twenty pounds of tobacco in 
each case, and twice as much at quarter courts. Two 
years after, the Massachusetts practice was adopted, and 
all " mercenary attorneys" were prohibited. H the court 
perceived that either party, by his weakness, was like to 
108e bis cause, they were themselves" to open tbe case," 

I. 1[ 
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CBAPTBB. or to appoint "some fit man out of t~e people" to do it, 
Xl, to whom a reasonable compensation was to be allowed. 

1643. The extortionate fees of physicians had be~me a subject 
of complaint. By an act, omitted in this revision, but 
presently revived, they might be compelled to state 
the cost of their medicines under oath. All suits f~ 
debts contracted out of the colony, exoept for goods im .. 
ported, are indefinitely postponed. Goods taken on ex
ecution are to be appraised and delivered to the cred
itor. Prisons are to be provided at the expense of the 
counties. 

It had formerly been enaoted that all accounts and 
judgments should be in money and not in tobacco. But 
the deficiency of coin had caused this policy to be ohanged, 
and, by the present code, money debts were not recover
able. Some six years afterward a scheme was enaoted 
for introducing a currency of copper, upon which an ar
tificial value was to be fixed, the coins to be redeemed by 
the colony at their nominal value if ever called in. But 
that scheme, which much resembles the paper money sys
tem afterward introduced, does not appear to have been 
(larried into effeot. The trade of Virginia was a good 
deal in the hands of the Dutch, and provision is made for 
the encouragement of Dutch trading vessels. Attempts 
to diversify the industry of the colony were not yet aban
doned j premiums are offered to producers of potash~, 
soap, salt, flax, hemp, and cotton. 

The last clause of the code, after mentioning the with
drawal, "through the unkind differences now in En
gland," of the former royal allowanoe to the governor, 
assures to him for the year, by way of salary, two shil
lings for every tithable in the colony, payable in Indian 
corn, wheat, malt, beef, pork, butter, oheese, geese, tm. 
keys, good bens, and pigs, at prices J:Ulmed in the aot, 
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and not materially different from those now current in CHAPTER 

the New York market. XI. 

lt would appear that each county, as yet, possessed 1643. 
the right of sending as many burgesses to the Assembly 
as it ohose. Special delegates seem also to have been 
sent by some, if not by all the parishes. But a year 
or two after the counties were limited to four burgesses 1645. 
eaoh, their expenses to be paid by those who sent them; 
and this number was subsequently reduced to two. The 
burgesses had been voted for hitherto by subsoribing a 
paper, at the head of whioh was the name of the favored 
candidate. But, by a law presently enaoted, voters were 1646. 
required to come personally to the place named by the 
sheriff, and give in their votes viva voce-an imitation 
of the English parliamentary elections still kept up in 
Virginia. 

The Parliamentary Commissioners for Plantations, to 1644. 
induce the Virginians to aoknowledge their authority, Jan. 

offered them the ohoioe of their own governor, and the 
same freedom from imposts granted to New England. 
But Governor Berkeley, a stanoh Royalist, persuaded a 
majority of the counselors to take an oath to adhere to 
the king. Yet the Londoners, though ohief supporters 
of the Parliament, were assured, by a special aot of As
sembly, that it was not intended to break off trade with 
them. 

The Virginians generally were loyal Episcopalians; 
yet there were some Puritans among them. Philip Ben-
net had visited Boston a year or two before, with letters 1642. 
from many "well-disposed people of the upper new 
farms," bewailing their destitute condition, and earnestly 
entreating a supply of faithful ministers, "whom, upon 
experience of their gifts and godliness, they might call to 
office." These letters were publioly read in Boston on 
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CIW"l'U a lecture day. The elders met, and, having" set apart 
XL a day to seek God. on it," by consent of the General 

1642. Court, they selected three ministers to proceed to Vir-
Oct. gtma. Two aotually went, with a third from New Ha

ven, carrying leiters of commendation from the Massa
ohusetts magistrates addressed to Berkeley and his coun
oil. Tbey found "v.ery loving and liberal entertain
ment;" but ItS they refused to use the Liturgy, they were 
soon silenced. Tbey preached a while in private houses, 
"the people's hearts being muoh influenced with desire 
after the ordinances;" but Berkeley soon availed himself 
of the law above quoted to send them ont of the colony. 

The Virginians, however, did not go unpunisbed "for 
their reviling the Gospel and tbose faitbful ministers," 
at least suob was the opinion of Winthrop, who seems 
to have rated both the religion and the morals of the 
80uthern colony at a rather low estimate. After a 
peace of five or six years, the Indians, provoked by con
tinued encroaohments on their lands, and instigatedt 
it is said, by the aged ohief Opeohanoanough, formed 
a new scheme for the extermination of the colonist&. 
They were encouraged by signs of discord among the 
English, having seen a fight in James River between a 
London ship for the Parliament and a Bristol ship for 
the king. Five hundred persons perished in the first 
surprise, whioh took place, according to Winthrop, the 

1644. day before Good Friday, appointed by the governor, "a 
AprilS. courtier, and very malignant toward the way of our 

ohurohes," to be observed as a fast for the good success of 
the king. For defense, the planters were concentrated in 
a few settlements; a monthly fast was ordained by the 
Assembly; every fif~n tithables were obliged to furnish 
one 801dier; forts were built at the points most exposed ; 
and a ship was sent to Boston for powder, whioh, how-

Digitized by Google 



MARYLAND DURING THE LONG PARLIAMENT. 341 

ever, the General Court declined to furnish. This oooa- CBAPTBIl 

sian was taken by "divers godly-dispoeed persons" of Vir- XI. 

ginia to remove to New England. Among the prinoipal 16«. 
of these emigrants was Daniel Gookin, a gentleman of 
much merit, for many years a magistrate, superintendent 
of the subject Indians of M&88aOhusetts, and finally major 
general. In Virginia a fierce struggle ensued with the 
Indians, of the d,etails of whioh we know little or nothing. 
It was much shorter, however, than the former Indian 
war. The Indians were presently driven from their fast-
nesses. Opechancanough, decrepit and incapable of mov-
ing without assistance, described by a cotemporary writer 
18 "that bloody monster upon a hundred yearS old," was 
taken prisoner and canied to Jamestown, where he was 
shot in the back by a vindiotive soldier appointed to 
guard him. The Indian towns were broken up, and 
their "clear land possessed by the English to sow wheat 
in." Opechancanough's suooessor submitted; and a peace 
was made by aot of Assembly, the Indians ceding all the 1646. 
lands between James and York Rivers. No Indian was 
to come south of York River under pain of death. The 
Powhatan confederaoy was dissolved. The Indians of 
lower Virginia sunk into servile dependence, and dwin-
dled. away, or, migrating to the south and west, were 
mingled and oonfounded with other tribes. To meet the 
expenses of this war, it became necessary to levy taxes 
on land and stock; but, after the peace, the old, UJlequal 
system of taxation by the poll was revived. Forts had 
been erected during the war at the heads of rivers, whioh 
certain individuals, in oonsideration of grants of adjoin-
ing lands, undertook, after the peace, to maintain at their 
own expense. 

The fourth Assembly of Maryland passed laws to pro- 1640. 
hibit the exportatioa of corn, and enforoing ita oultiva- Oat. 
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CUAl'TER tion i also an act "touching tobaocoes"-the foundation 
XL 

___ of the,Maryland inspection system. The fifth Assembly 
1641. made it "felony of death"~mmutable, however, at 
Aug. the governor's pleasure, into servitude for a tern1 not ex

ceeding seven yeara-" for any apprentice-servant to de
part away seoretly from his or her master, with intent 
to convey himself out of the province i" and the same 
penalty was extended to "any other person that should 
willfully accompany 8uch servant on 8uch unlawful de
parture i" but "receiving a runaway servant" was not 
to" include felony nor misprision of felony." This harsh 

1642. law was Te-enacted the next year, more, it may be 
March. hoped, by way of terror than with any intention of ex

acting the extreme penalty. The same Assembly de
nied the right of the governor to prorogue or adjourn 
them without their own consent. They voted, how-

, ever, a subsidy of fifteen pounds of tobacco for every in
habitant above twelve years of age, as a partial reim
bursement to the proprietary of his expenses in planting 
the colony. The principle of toleration was still firmly 
maintained. Certain persons, calling themeelves "Prot
estant Catholics," having complained that their books 
and the key of their chapel had been taken away by 
Thomas Gerard, lord of St. Clement's Manor, an influen
tial Catholic planter, he was required to restore the key 
and books, and was fined five hundred pounds of tobaooo 
"toward the maintenance of the first minister as should 
arrive." 

J011. At the next session, a few months after,.·a complete 
system of law was provided for the province. The Assem
bly began by laying down rules for its own proceedings. 
Any ten members, including the lieutenant governor and 
six burgesses, were to constitute a quorum, "unless 
siokness do hinder," in which case, those present "at 
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the usual or appointed time" should make a house. CHAPTER 
XI. 

The drum was to beat "as near as may be to sun- __ _ 
rising," and so on at intervals of half an hour, and any 1642. 
member not answering to his name after the third beat-
ing--a seasonable commencement of legislative labors 
hardly to be paralleled in these degenerate times--was 
to forfeit one hundred pounds of tobacco, unless exoused 
by the lieutenant governor. No bill was to be read 
above once in one day. None were to speak in one day 
above once to one bill, except by leave of the lieutenant 
governor, under penalty of twenty pounds of tobacco. 
"None to use any indecent, taunting, or reviling words, 
to the naming or personating of any member in tho 
house, or any other,way misbehave himself in his speech, 
upon pain of suoh censure as the house shall think fit." 
An act "for the rule of judicature" provided that" right 
and just" in civil cases should be determined according 
to the law or most general usage of the province, or, in 
defect of such law or usage, then according to equity 
and good consoience ; the judges to observe, so far as 
they may be informed thereof, and shall find no inoon
venience therein, the law of England in like oases. All 
orimes and offenses were to be judged according to the 
law of the province, or, in defect of such law, by the 
judge'S discretion, guided by the English law j "but no 
person to be adjudged of life, member, or Cr6ehold with-
out law certain of the province." 

The same Assembly adopted a oriminal code, by which 
treasons against the king or the proprietary were made 
capital offenses. Piracy, robbery, burglary, arson, the 
malioious pluoking out of another's tongue or eyes, 
and larceny, might be punished with death, or by brand-. 
ing, loss of member, or forfeiture of goods, or banish
ment, or imprisonment for life, or servitude to the pro-
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CIW'TU prietary for seven years or less, except the oulprit "be a 
XL gentleman," or might.be otherwise "corporeally corrected 

1642. or put to shame," as the counoil might direot. A like 
discretionary power was given for the punishment of a 
long list of inferior offenses. Drunkenness was to be 
punished by a fine of a hundred. pounds of tobaooo, to 
be appropriated toward the building of a prison j. if the 
oulprit could not pay, he was to be set in the stocks, 
fasting, for twenty-four hours. Swearing was punishable 
by a fine of five pounds of tobaooo. A good deal of dis
content was occasioned by another act of this session, 
prohibiting any person to leave the colony without 6rsi 
obtaining a pass from the ohief judge of the county, 
whioh was not to be granted unless the applicant had 
set up a note of his intention at least five daxs before, 
one to be a Sunday or holy day. A new Assembly, held 

Sept. shortly after, had a warm controversy on the subject of 
this law with the governor, who finally conceded the right 
of individuals to go out of the province at their pleasure, 
" unless indebted or obnoxious to justice." An act wu 
accordingly passed, as a substitute for the other, subject
ing masters of vessels taking suoh persons away to an 
action of damages. This aot was limited to three years, 
in conformity to a judioious oustom, thus early adopted 
in Maryland, and long persevered in, of limiting the ex
istence of the larger number of laws to a term of years. 
If found useful, they were re-enacted j otherwise they 
were suffered quietly to expire. 

The colony, meanwhile, was a good deal annoyed by 
hostilities on the part of the Nanticokes, on the eastern 
shore, who even sent war parties across the bay to 
St. Mary's. Provision was made for collecting the 
women and ohildren, on ooouion of such inoursions, at 
St. Inigoe's Fort; and another fort was built near the 
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Patuxent for defense against the Susquehannas. Cal. CIW"J"D 

ftl't, having oooasion to go to England-perhaps to con. XL 

8Ult the proprietary as to the polioy to be adopted, now 1643. 
that oivil war was begun-left the administration in the April. 

bands of Giles Bent, commandant of the Isle of Kent. 
During Bent's term of office some trouble was occasioned 
by one Captain Ingle, a. ship-master, who was arrested 
for high treason, but escaped. Shortly after Calvert's 
return a rebellion broke out, headed by this same Ingle, 1644. 
in consequence of whioh Calvert retired to Virginia. Sep&. 

An application, made a year or two previous by Clay. 
~rne for reimborsement for his confiscated property, hav-
ing been rejected by the Assembly, he took advantage 
of the present disturbed state of affairs to repossess him-
self by force of the Isle of Kent. Ingle claimed, per-
haps, to act under some parliamentary authority; but 
great obsourity involves all these transactions, as well as 
lOme other parts of the early history of . Maryland, for, 
upon the re-establishment of the proprietary government 
two years after, Clayborne and Ingle destroyed or car-
ried off a Jarge part of the records. Governor Calvert re
turned from Virginia with a body of armed men, and his 
authority was presently re-established, though not with- 1646. 
out bloodshed. Hill, who had been appointed governor 
by the council, retired on condition of receiving the fees 
due him while he held office. An Assembly was called 
by Calvert, and martial law and an embargo were pro
claimed. For want of other fonds, but muoh to Lord 
Baltimore's dissatisfaction, Calvert's soldiers were paid 
by transferring to them a stock of cattle belonging to his 1647. 
lordship's private estate. The Isle of Kent was also re- January. 

duoed to subjeotion. Calvert died soon after, having April. 

first, however, UDder a power of attorney to that effect, 
nominated as successor Thomas Greene, who presently 
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CHAPTER called a new .Assembly, and proclaimed a general ani
n nesty. Some olaim, however, to the government, was 

1648. set up by Hill, who complained that the promised 
oompensation had not been paid. Having retired to 
Virginia, Hill had interested Governor Berkeley in his 
behalf. 

During the progress of the oivil war in England, Lord 
Baltimore seems to have aoted a quiet, ·oautious, and 
prudent part. The Parliament having completely tri. 

Aug." umphed, he deemed it expedient to displace Greene, who 
was a Catholio, and to appoint as governor Willi~m 
Stone, an inhabitant of Virginia, a zealous Protestant 
and Parliamentarian. The motive for this appointment, 
as set forth in Stone's commission, was an undertaking 
on his part to introduce into the colony five hundred set
tlers of English or Irish descent. John Price, al80 a 
Protestant, was commissioned as "muster·master gener. 
al," not only for his "knowledge and great abilities in 
martial affairs," but for" his great fidelity to his lordship 
on occasion of the late rebellion." A Protestant secre
tary was likewise appointed, and a majority of the coun. 
cil, in which, however, Greene, the late governor, retain. 
ed his seat, appear also to have been Protestants. Yet 
the interests of the Catholic settlers were not overlooked. 
Stone's instructions required him to take an oath not to 
molest or discountenance, on religious grounds, any per. 
son in the provinoe professing to believe in Jesus Christ, 
and, in particular, no Roman Catholic; nor to make any 
difference, on that soore, in appointments to office or 
otherwise. The governor was also specially restricted 
from consenting to the repeal of any laws made or to be 
made, relating to matters of religion, judicature, or the 
prerogatives of the proprietary, without special warrant 
for that purpose. New conditions of plantation required, 
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as preliminary to grants of land, an oath of fidelity to CHAPTER 

the proprietary. XL 

Sixteen acts, engrossed on parchment, were also for- 1649. 
warded to Maryland, for which the governor was to ob- April. 

tain the assent of the Assembly. That body, which 
seems to have been now, for the first time, divided into 
an upper and a lower house, exhibited a disposition to 
oonform to the wishes of the proprietary by enacting sev-
eral laws, derived in substance, if not in very words, 
from Lord Baltimore's drafts. Among theae was "an 
act of toleration,'" which did, indeed, but carry out a 
policy coeval with the settlement of the o.olony, and late-
ly confirmed by the oath imposed upon the governor. 
The four first sections of this celebrated act exhibit, how-
ever, but little of a tolerant spirit. Death, with forfeit-
ure of land and goods, is denounced against all "who 
shall blaspheme God, that is, cnrse him, or shall deny 
our Savior Jesus Christ to be the Son of God, or shall 
deny the Holy Trinity, the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
or the Godhead of any of the said three persons of the 
Trinity, or the unity of the Godhead, or shall use or ut-
ter any reproachful speeches against the Holy Trinity." 
Strange as it may seem, this penalty of death, by sub
sequent re-enactments, remains in force in Maryland to 
this very day! Fine, whipping, and banishment for' the 
third offense, are denounced against all who "shall utter 
any reproachful words or speeches concerning the blessed 
Virgin Mary, or the holy apostles or evangelists." Fine, 
and, in defect of goods, whipping, and a publio apology, 
are to be the punishment for calling any person within 
the colony, in a reproachful manner, "heretic, schismat-
io, idolater, Puritan, Presbyterian, Independent, popish 
priest, Jesnit, Jesuited papist, Lutheran,- Calvinist, An
abaptist, Brownist, Antinomian, Barrowist, Roundhead, 

Digitized by Google 



348 HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES. 

CHAPTER Separatist, or other name or term, in a reproachful man
n ner, relating to matters of religion." Similar penalties 

1649. are imposed for profaning" the Sabbath or Lord's day, 
oalled Sunday," by "any unoivil or disorderly reoreation," 
or by work. After this incongruous preamble, the fifth 
section sets out "that the enforoing the conscience in 
matters of religion hath frequently fallen out to be of 
dangerous consequence in those commonwealths where 
it hath been praoticed," and therefore enaots that, "for 
the more quiet and peaceable government of the province, 
and the better to preserve mutual love and unity," no 
person professing to believe in Jesus Christ shall be mo
lested or discountenanced on account of his religion, nor 
intenupted in the free exercise of it; breaches of this 
aeotion to be punished by fine and imprisonment. 

Polioy, it is evident, had a muoh greater share in the 
enaotment of this aot than any enlightened view of the 
rights of opinion, of whioh, indeed, it evinces but a very 
limited and confused idea. Now that the Puritans were 
triumphant in England, an exolusively Catholio colony 
would not havo been tolerated for a moment. The sole 
ohance of securing to the Catholics the quiet enjoyment 
of their faith consisted in bestowing a like liberty on the 
Protestants--a polioy, indeed, upon whioh Baltimore had 
fOwld it necessary to aot from the very first planting of 
the colony. 

Another act of this Assembly recognized in the propri
etary the sole right of acquiring lands from the Indians-
a prinoiple adopted afterward in all the other colonies, 
and incorporated into the existing polioy of the United 
States. Kidnapping the Indians to sell them as slaves 
was made felony, and other precautions were adopted 
against Indian hostility similar to those in use in Vir
ginia. Provisions were made for communicating alarms; 
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every family w,as to be provided with guns and ammu- ClWTsa 

Dition, and none were to go beyond their plantations, not XI. 

even to church, unless well armed. A very harsh, but, 1649. 
as it proved, ineffectoal act, visited with death, mutila-
tion, branding, whipping, fine and banishment, aecord-
ing to the aggravation of the offense, all mutinous and 
seditious speeches, practices, or attempts, with or with. 
out force, against. the person or title of the proprietary. 
Following some precedents of former assemblies, an im-
post was levied upon all tobacco exported in Dutch ves-
sels, the produce of it being appropriated partly to pay 
the expenses of the late insurrection, and partly as a 
8O.bsidy to the proprietary. An assessment was also im-
posed on the inhabitants for replacing Lord Baltimore's 
stock of cattle, of the appropriation of which to the pay 
of Calvert's soldiers he had very loudly complained.. 

This Assembly had shown a great disposition to grat. 
ify all the proprietary's wishes; but in a letter addressed 
to him at the olose of the session, they "humbly request 
his lordship to send no more such bodies of laws, whioh 
serve to little other end than to fill our hearts with sus
pioions, jealousies, and dislikes." They suggested rath
er to send "some short heads of what is desired," with 
assurance of " a most forward willingness" on their part 
to give" all just and reasonable satisfaction." 

"A perfeot Description of Virginia," a tract published 
in London this year, serves to give clear ideas of the con
dition of that colony. The following statements collect. 
ed from it may be advantageoualy compared with the ex
tracts from the" Wonder-working Providence" at the 
end of the preceding chapter. The country is described 
.u diversified with "small ascents and descents, valleys, 
bills, meadows, and some level upland," "woody all over~' 
except where clearings had been made, the great labor 
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CHAPTER being to fell the trees, dig up the roots, and so to pre-n . 
___ pare the land for the plow. It is represented to posse8S 

1649. "twenty-five sorts of trees, large, good, and fit for ship
ping, housing, and other use i" u twenty kinds of beasts," 
deer being abundant, and most of the other sorts fit to 
eat i "twenty-five sundry sorts of birds and fowls, land 
and water,' for food not amiss i" "thirty sorts of fish, 
river and sea, plentiful, large, and very exoellent i" the 
climate as healthy as that of England; the land " mosi 
fruitful and produotive, with very great increase i" "a fat, 
rich soil, with very fine springs, small rivulets, and whole
some waters," facilities of intercourse being. also furnish
ed by the great rivers. "They yearly plant and sow 
many hundred acres of wheat, as good. and fair as any in 
the world, and great increase i" they have plenty of har
ley, " which makes excellent malt i" "their maize, or Vir
ginia corn, it yields them five hundred for one-they set it 
as we do garden pease--it makes good bread and fru
menty, and malts well i" they have" roots of several 
kinds, potatoes"-the sweet potato, no doubt-" aspar
agus, carrots, onions, and artichokes i" "herbs of all kinds, 
garden and physic i" "hops fine and large i" "store of 
Indian pease, better than ours, beans, lupines, and the 
like," b~:siJ.es "fifteen kinds of fruit, pleasant and good." 
"With Italy they will compare for delicate fruits." Their 
tobacco, " much vaunted and esteemed in all parts," sells 
in the colony for only threepence, or six cents, per pound, 
and the colonists, we are told, were turning their atten
tion to indigo, which throve so well that great hopes 
were entertained "to gain the trade of it from the Great 
Mogul, and to supply all Christendom." It was not, how
ever, till a subsequent period, and in more southern colo
nies, that this hope was partially realized; and in the end, 
in this matter of indigo, the country of the Great Mogul 
has proved an overmatch for us. 

Digitized by Google 



VIRGINIA DUR·ING THE LONG PARLIAMENT. 351 

. The live stock of the- colony is reckoned at twenty CHAPTEJ{ 
XI. 

thousand cattle, two hundred horses, "of an excellent __ _ 
race," fifty asses, three thousand sheep, and five thou- 1649. 
sud goats. i "swine, tame and wild, innumerable, the 
flesh pure and good, bacon none better i" "poultry, hens, 
turkeys, geese, and ducks, without number i" beef, five 
Q6nts a pound i pork, six i cattle, "about the same prices 
as in Englandj" "butter and cheese, made in the colony, 
plenty and good." The inhabitants are reokoned at fif-
teen thousand English, and. three hundred "good negro 
servants." 

There were" six public brew-houses, but most brew 
their own beer, strong and goodj" four wind-mills and five 
water-mills to grind com. A saw-mill, for boards, was 
Piuch wanted j iron ore was plenty, but there was nobody 
to work it. "There come yearly to trade about thirty 
ehips--a good seminary for mariners>' "Most of the 
masters and chief mariners have also their plantations, 
and houses, and servants, &c., and so are every way great 
gainers by freight and merchandise j" and if they can not 
fill up with tobacco, they take "staves, clapboards, good 
walnut-tree wood, cedar timber, and the like." There 
is lime in abundance, and good brick; the houses "high 
and fair," some of brick and others of wood, but covered 
with shingles, the brick-makers not being skillful enough 
to make tile. There are twenty churches, the livings of 
the ministers being worth at least £100, $48.0, annually. 

No correct notion had yet been obtained of the breadth 
of the continent. The country beyond the first ridge of 
mountains was unexplored i "but all men conclude, if it 
be not narrow, yet there will be found the like rivers is
suing into a south or west sea on the other side of the 
hills, as there is.on this side toward the east, with a course 
of a~ut a hundred and fifty miles." The same drellDll! 
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CIUjfBa of an overland traffio to India that interest the sangniDe 
___ of to-day, prevailed two hundred years ago among the 
1649. colonists of Virginia. These westem rivers, it was ex

pected, would be soon explored, "and by suoh a discov
ery the planters in Virginia shall gain the rioh trade of 
the East Indies, and 80 cause it to be driven through the 

. continent, part by land, part by water, and in a most 
gainful way, safe, and far less expensive and dangerOD8 

than it now is." 
New England, four days' saU distant, has trade to aDd 

fro, and takes from Virginia many cattle, muoh corn, and 
other things. " That New England is in a good condi. 
tion of livelihood; but for matter of any great hope but 
fishing, there is not muoh." Compared to Virginia, 
" it's as Scotland is to England, 80 muoh difference, and 
lies upon the same land northward as Scotland does to 
England; there is much cold, frost, and snow; their land 
80 barren, except a herring be put into the hole you set 
the com in, it will not come up; and it was great pity 
all those planters, now about twenty thousand, did not 
seat themselves at first at the 80uth of VIrginia, in a 
warm and rioh country, where their industry could have 
produced sugar, indigo, ginger, cotton, and the like com. 
modities." So it seemed at that time; but how muob 
has New England, cold and sterile, with ita 801e staplel 
of fish, ice, and granite, outrun, even in the career of 
wealth, all the boasted regions of tobacco, cotton, and 
sugar! 

Though the inhabitants of Virginia are represented in 
the pamphlet above quoted as "living all in peace and 
love," the effects of the parliamentary triumph in England 
began to make themselves manifest; 80 muoh 80, that 

1648. the Assembly had deemed it necessary to vote a body
October. guard of ten men for Governor Berkeley, not only to pro-
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teet him from "treacherous attempts of the salvages," OIW'TER 

but also from "a sense of the many disaffections to tho XL 

government from a sohismatical party." The governor's 1649. 
right to press men for BOldiers was expressly confirmed. 

Notwithstanding the expulsion of the New England 
ministers, a Puritan church had contrived to maintain it
I8lf in Virginia. But the vigilance of the governor was 

now awakened, and the members of that churoh, a hun
dred and eighteen in number, with a Mr. Harrison for 
their pastor, and a Mr. Durand for their ruling elder, 
were obliged to leave the colony. They were invited 
to remove to Eleuthera, one of the Bahamas, where a 
Dew. attempt at settlement was in progress under tho 
direction of Sayle, twenty years after governor of Caro
lina. Harrison sought refuge in Boston, whence prea
ently he went to England. Unfortunately for Lord Bal
timore and his Catholic subjects, Durand, with most of 
the church members, preferred going to Maryland; and 
OIl the River Severn, not far from the present site of 
Annapolis, they formed. a settlement which they called 
Providence. 

About the same time arrived from England Robert 
Brooke, with his wife, eight BODS, a great number of serv
uts, and a colllDlission from Lord Baltimore appointing 
him commander of a county .. Charles county was 80-

cordingly established on his behalf. The next year Stone 
visited the settlement at Providence, and organized it as 
Ann Arundel county, so named from Lady Baltimore. 

During a temporary absence of Stone on a visit to 
Virginia, news arrived in Maryland of the execution of 
Charles I., and of the proclamation of Charles II. as king 
of .scotland. Greene, who acted as governor in Stone's 
absence, caused the young king to be proclaimed. He 
was also proclaimed in Virginia, where the news pro-

I Z 
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CllAPTEIt duoed quite a burst of loyalty in the shape of an aot of 
XL Assembly, 'whioh provided that any person, stranger or 

1649. inhabitant, who should, by reasoning or argument, defend 
" the late traitorous proceedings against the late most ex
cellent and now undoubtedly sainted king," should be 
prosecuted as an accessary to his murder after the faot; 
that any person convioted of attempting to blast the late 
king's memory and honor, by "irreverent or scandalous • 
words," should suffer such punishment as the governor 
and counoil might direct; while to insinuate any doubts 
as to Charles II.'s right of succession was to be dealt 
with as treason. The same penalty was also denounced 
against spreading rumors tending to a change of govern
ment, or to lessen its power or authority, which power 
was declared plenary to all intents and purposes-a 
olause aimed, it. is probable, at those disaffected persons 
who argued that the demise of the orown had vacated 
Berkeley'S commission. 

Lord Baltimore's approval of Greene's precipitate loyal
ty is more than doubtful. The young king, at all events, 
seems to. have regarded the proprietary of Maryland as 
a time-server, if not as an enemy; for while he sent out 

1650. a new commission to Berkeley as Governor of Virginia. 
JUDe. disregarding the proprietary rights of Baltimore, he ap

pointed ·as governor of Maryland ~ir William Davenant, 
known afterward as a dramatist and stage manager, and 
for his olaim to be a natural son of Shakspeare. Dav
enant, then an exile in France, where the young king 
himself was soon obliged to seek shelter, collected a body 
of refugee Loyalists, and embarked for Maryland; but 
at no great distance from the Frenoh coast he fell in with 
the parliamentary fleet, was taken prisoner, and carried 
to England, where he owed his liberation to the friendly 
interoessions of Milton, a brother poet, who had just 
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earned a title to favor and intluence by his brilliant de- CHAPTER 

fense of the people of England against the exeorations Xl 

heaped upon them for the exeoution of Charles I. 1650. 
The English colonies in the West Indies, as well as 

Virginia and Maryland, adhered to Charles II. . Pro-
voked at this obstinaoy, the viotorious Parliament or
dained. "that in Virginia, and in diverse other places in Oct. 3. 

America, there are colonies whioh were planted at the 
oost,and settled by the people and by the authority of 
this nation, whioh are and ought to be subordinate to 
and dependent upon England; that they ever have been 
and ought to.be subjeot tosuoh laws and regulations as 
are or shall be made by Parliament; that diverse acts of 
rebellion have been committed by many persons inhabit-
ing Virginia, whereby they have most traitorously ·usmp-
ad a power of government, and set up themselves in op
position to this commonwealth." The Council of State 
was therefore authorized "to send ships to any of the 
plantations aforesaid, and to grant commissions to suoh 
persons as they shall think fit, to . enforce all suoh to obe
dience as stand in opposition to the Parliament, and to 
grant pardons and settle governors in the said islands, 
plantations, and places, to preserve them in peace until 
the,Parliament take further order." All trade with the 
rebellious colonies was prohibited, and the capture of all 
vessels 80 employed was authorized. A similar prohibi-
tion was enaoted in Massachusetts, whence a profitable 
trade to Virginia and the West Indies was already oar-
ried on; but the Massaohusetts General Court put in a 
special protest against the extension to them of the Par
liamentary olaim of unlimited jurisdiotion. 

Sir George Ayscue was presently dispatched by the 1651. 
Counoil of State with a tleet against Barbadoes; but he May. 

encountered there an unexpected resistance. That isl-
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CIUPTD and bad a large population, and Lord Willoughby, tile 
XL govemor, was able to array against the parliamentary 

1661. forces an army of not less than five thousand. men. 
Sept. Meanwhile, a separate expedition was fitted out 

against Virginia, under the direction of five oommiasion
en, amoug them Riohard Bennet, ODe of the Puritan em
igrants to Maryland, and William Claybome, the old ene
my of Maryland, now treasurer of Virginia. The three 
othen,· Dennis, Stagge, and CurtitJ, were military offi. 
cell. Demaia aDd St&gge suffered shipwreck on their 
JIUII8!8, and only Curtis aot.ed. The shipe for this ex
pedition, furnished by English merchants in the Virginia 
tl'acie, had on board a regiment of seven hundred and fifty 
men, besides a hundred and fifty Scotch prisoners taken 
in the battle ofWoroester, and 96Ilt to Virginia to be sold 
88 servants. 

These forces proceeded by way of the West Indies, 
where they joined Aysoue, and usisted him to land at 
Barbadoes.. Thus re-enforoed, he took the prinoipal fort, 
and the Barbadians oapitulated; not, however, without a 
full and express concession in the artioles of surrender 
of their sole right to tax themselves. ~o this inconsid

erable island the honor thus belongs of having first vin
dicated in arms that right of self-taxation, the denial of· 

whioh afterward oooasioned the American Revolution. 
After some delay in sailing from the West Indies, the 

1662. TeUels of the Virginia expedition at length reaohed the 
Marcb. Chesapeake. There were several Dutoh ships ljring in 

James River, liable, under the late parliamentary ordi
aance, to seizure and confiscation, whose crews agreed to 
assist in the defense. A negotiation, however, ensued, 
and terms of capitulation were Boon arranged. Two Bets 
of artioles were signed, one with the Assembly, the other 
with Berkeley and his oouncil, who were to be allO'Wed a 
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year to settle up theu affairs, without heing required te CDAPTER 

tab any new oaths, being guaranteed, also, the right 1lI. 

within that time to sell their property and to go whue 1632. 
they pleased. The. other -set of artioles IU!81ll'ed the eol~ 
ony against any olaim of conquest, or any oharge ilr the 
expense of the present expedition. It conceded govern .. 
ment by an assembly; indemnity for the past; seourity 
of land grant.; the existing privilege of fifty acres of 
IaDd to every new comer; the same freechn of trade as 
W'8& '6Iljoyed in England; the no~itnposition, as in Bar~ 
badoes, of any taxes or customs, except by the Assembly; 
the use, for one year, of the Book of Common Pray., 
the suppression of which was one of the things speoially 
enjoined on the commissioners; and a year's liberty of 
sale and :removal ilr all oolonim who did not obooee tct 
take "the engagement," that is, to subscribe a promiee, 
now exaotecl throughout the British donWrloos, "to be 
true and faithful to the Cootmonwealth of EDgland as 
it is now·established, without king or House of Lords." 
The safety of the Dutch allies was also provided Cor. 

The capitulation being signed, Berkeley'S commission 
and instruotions were deolared void; and, a new assem. 
bly being called, Bennet was elected governor, and Clay. Aprilao. 

borne secretary. 'Samuel Mathews was sent 88 agent 
to Hngland. 

Maryland was Ilot mentioned by name either in the 
parllamentaryordinan08 or the commission for subduing 
Virginia. Bnt that commission anthorized the reduotion 
of all plantations within Chesapeake Bay. Clayborne, 
ope of the commissioners, had no good will toward Lord 
Baltimore. Even before tbe final settlement of atTairs in 
Virginia, Stone and his oonncil had been ealled upon to March. 

take "the engagement," to which they did not objeot; 
bat when :required to enaot all laws and to issue all or-
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CHAPTn ders in the name of the "keepers. of the liberty of-En
XL gland," they demurred on the ground that the king's 

1652. name had never been 80 used in the province, and that 
it was not to be supposed that the new government claim
ed, to the detriment of Lord Baltimore's rights, any 
greater authority than had hitherto been exercised by 
the king. For this resistance to their orders the com-

March 29. missioners deposed Stone, and appointed a new council, 
of which Brooke, the commander of Charles county, was 

made president; but, upon Stone's submission, and at 
June 28. the request of the inhabitants, he was presently rein

stated as governor. 
Already, before the subjection of Virginia, on the 

point of a rupture with the Dutch, and jealous of the 
extensive carrying trade whioh that republio had ac
quired during the oivil war, as well as of the shelter 
afforded to the banished Loyalists, the Parliament had 

1651. passed an ordinance which pro~bited the transport into 
Oct. 9. England of any merchandise from Asia, Africa, or 

America, except in English-built vessels, owned in En
gland or the English colonies, and navigated by an En
glish commander and crew. The same policy had 

1647. prompted a previous ordinance, authorizing shipments 
Jan. 23. from England to Virginia, :Bermuda, and Barbadoes, 

duty free, provided the said plantations would allow DO 

shipment of their produce except to England. These 
embryos of the subsequent navigation laws still, how
ever, allowed a direot trade between Europe . and the 
English colonies; and, after the peace with the Dutch, 
the vessels of that nation seem to have regained, not
withstanding the ordinance above recited, a considerable 
share in the oarrying trade even between Virginia and 

1652. England. Another parliamentary ordinance, adopting 
the policy of the royal proclamations formerly issued by 
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James and Charles, prohibited the oultivation of tobaooo CIIAPTEIl 
. n 
m England. 

In consequence of instruotions whioh Stone had re- 1654. 
oeived from Lord Baltimore, he presently declined to Feb. 

conform any longer to the conditions imposed upon him 
by. the parliamentary commissioners, and proceeded to 
act, as formerly, in the name of the proprietary only. 
What was v.ery disagreeable to the Puritan settlers, he 
demanded that oath of fidelity to the proprietor, the im
position of whioh by the Assembly has been heretofore 
mentioned. He took oare, indeed, to proolaim the ao- May 8. 

cession of Cromwell as Lord Protector; but, by orders 
from Lord Baltimore, he dismissed Brooke from the July 3. 

counoil, revoking, also, the erection of Charles county, 
lately established on his speoial account. At the same 
time, he appointed both sides of the Patuxent to be a 
new county, by the name of Oalvert. These proceed-
ings brought Bennet and Claybome again to Maryland, 
and, by the aid of the Puritans of Ann Arundel county, 
and the threat of a force from Virginia, they compelled 
Stone again to resign. Having commissioned William 
Fuller as governor, with Durand, the Puritan immigrant 
from Virginia, as seoretary, they appointed a new coun-
oil, and ordered a new Assembly to be oalled. Copying July n. 

the provisions of the instrument of govemment under 
whioh Cromwell had lately assumed authority as Lord 
Proteotor, no person was to be allowed to sit in this 
Assembly, nor to vote for members of it, whC? had been in 
arms against the Parliament, or who professed. the Catho-
lio religion. One of the first doings of this Assembly 
was to modify the aot of toleration, so as to· exolude Oct. to. 

" papists and prelatists" from its benefit-thus requiting 
the indulgence of Lord Baltimore by disfranohising 
the original settlers. Aots were also passed nullifying 
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CILlPftll the oath of allegianoe to the proprietary, and denying hiB 
XL claim to be "absolute lord" of the province, notwith. 

1604. standing the clausee in the charter in which he was 80 

denominated. 
1600. Early the next year Stone received letters from Lord 

January. Baltimore, giving a88urance that he still kept his patent, 
and blaming the easy surrender to Bennet and Clay. 
borne, who had, as he alleged, no authoritY. for their in· 
terference. Stone I'esided at St. Mary's, the Catholio 
oapital. The head-quarters of the new council were at 
Ann Arundel, the name of whioh had been again ohanged 
to Providence. "Mr. Preston's house on the Patuxent," 
intermediate between the two settlements, was used as 
a state-house, and there the oo.lony records were kept. 
Encouraged by Baltimore's letters, Stone oalled. the 
Catholio settlers to arms; he seized the records, together 
with a quantity of arms and ammunition deposited at 
Mr. Preston's house; and, having embarked some two 
hundred men in ten or twelve small vessels, prooeed.ed 
against Providence. After some parley and maneuvers, 

March 16. a battle was fought. The war cry of Stone's party was 
"Hey for St. Mary's!" The Puritans, though some
what inferior in number, advanced, shouting, "In the 
name of God, fall on ! God is our strength." Stone's 
party was completely routed at the first oharge; some 
fifty were killed. or wounded, and the rest taken prison
ers, with a loss on the Puritan side of only two or three. 

• " God did appea.r wonderful in the field and in the hearts 
of the people; all oonfessing him to be the only worker 
of this viotory and deliverancej" so we are told by 
Leonard Strong, one of the Puritan party, in his pam
phlet of "Babylon's Fall in Maryland," published the 
lime year. Stone and his principal officers were tried 
by court martial, and ten were condemned to death. 
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Fom were executed; the others, inoluding Stone, who CJUPTER 

was wounded, were saved by the entreaties of the women XI. 

and the soldiers. Their authority thus re-establisbed 1655. 
over the eutire province, the triumphant party proceeded 
to sequester the estates of their opponents. These lat-
ter partioalars we learn nom John Langford, one of 
Stone's party, in his "Refutation of Babylon's Fall." 

Both sides hastened to appeal to the all .. powerfnl Pro
tector. AmoDg Stone's adberents was a certain Doctor 
or Captain Barber, who had been formerly in Cromwell's 
employ, bnt lately sent to Maryland with a. commission 
of some sort from Lord Baltimore. He went to England 
tD state the case for that side; Bennet al$o went on 00. 
half of the commissioners, his place as governor of Vir. 
ginia being snpplied by Edward Diggs, elected by the 
Aeeembly. There was pending, at tbesame time, a 
boundary dispute between Virginia and Lord Baltimore, 
as tD part of the territory on the ·eastern s1¥>re; the Vir. 
ginians 888m even to have entertained hopes of vacating 
altDgether the oharter of Marylan~ the erection of whiob 
into a separate province they seem still to have regarded 
as an encroachment on their rights. 

Cromwell referred the matter to two commissioners, 
whoee report was submitted to the" Committee of Trade" 1656. 
-first rudiment of that Board of Trade, afterward 80 

conspicuous in colonial affairs. This committee made a 
report very favorable tD Lord Baltimore; but Cromwell 
was too much occupied with other matters, or, perhaps, 
disinclined to give any final decision. He appears, in. 
deed, to have contemplated a new frame of government 
for Virginia, along with whioh, perhaps, Maryland was 
to be included. 

Even before the favorable report of the Committee of 
Trade, Lord Baltimore's partisans were recovering their 
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CHAPTER courage. Some sort of commission or authority seems 
XL to have been deputed by Stone to Josiah Fendal. But 

1606. Fendal was narrowly watohed, arrested on suspioion by 
Aug. 18. the Puritan authorities, and only released upon taking 

an oath not to disturb the existing government till Some 
decision was arrived at in England. Encouraged by the 
aspeot of affairs, Lord Baltimore had alrefUiy issued a 
commission as governor to this same Feudal, presently 
followed by a copy of the favorable report of the Com
mittee of Trade. Philip Calvert, brother of the proprie-

1607. tary, came out also as secretary for the province, bring
ing instruotions to reward with grants of lands those who 
had been most aotive on Lord Baltimore's side during 
the late struggle, and to provide for the widows of the 
slain out of the proprietary rents. Fendal and Calvert 
were acknowledged at St. Mary's and the neighborhood, 
but the Puritan council still held authority at Providence. 
Their act for confiscating the property of their opponents, 
as usually happens in such cases, seems to have given 
occasion to frauds and peculations; for the Puritan As
sembly, at a new session, appointed a committee to sit 
after the adjournment, authorized to call to striot ac

count all who had received money under that act. 
Through the mediation of Diggs, late governor of 

Virginia, who had gone to England as joint agent with 
Nov. 30. Bennet and Mathews, an agreement was presently en

tered into between Lord Baltimore on the one hand, and 
Bennet and Mathews on the other, for arranging the af. 
fairs of Maryland. Fendal, who had also gone to En
gland, leaving Barber as deputy governor at St. Mary's, 

1608. brought out this agreement, whioh was ratified, with 
March 24. some modifications, by the Puritan counoil at Providence. 

There was to be oblivion as to the past. Grants of land 
were to issue to all entitled to them. The oath of fidelity, 
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80 unpalatable to the Puritan settlers, was replaced by CHAPTER 
Xl. 

a written engagement to submit to the proprietary's law- . 
Col authority. The inhabitants were guaranteed the pos- 16l»8. 
session of their arms. The proprietary was specially 
bound to uphold that act- of toleration under which the 
Puritans had come into the colony, but which they.them-
selves, while they held the power, had disregarded, and, 
80 far as Catholics and Episcopalians were Concemed, had 
formally set aside. 

During the administration of'Mathews, who succeeded 
Diggs as govemor of Virginia, the laws of that colony 
underwent a new revisal, and were codified in a hund
red. and thirty-one aots. Religion still occupied the first 
place in the statute book. Ecclesiastical matters were 
referred to the several parishes, to be managed, how
ever, as we must suppose, according to the Presbyterian 
model then established in England, and to which the paro
chial clergy of that country had very generally conform
ed; an example which, for aught that appears, those 
of Virginia as readily followed. All the counties not 
yet so divided were required to be laid out into parishes 
by the county comts; and a tax was to be levied for the 
erection of churches. So anxious had the preceding as
sembly been to supply the pulpits, that a premium' of 
£20, about $100, had been offered for every mtnister 
imported; but this act was now dropped. The law of 
England against bigamy was specially adopted--a law, 
it is probable, rather apt to be overlooked by some who 
emigrated, leaving their families behind them. The pro
bate of wills and oversight of orphans were intrusted to 
the county courts. All courts were to give judgment 
without regard to errors of form. Five years' possession 
of land was to give a title, and all suits on notes j bonds, 
and judgments were· required to be commenced within 
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CIW"l'D five years. Poor persons, who had no tobaooo, might 
XL tender other goods in payment of their debts. Spread. 

1668. ers of false politieal news were 1n produce their authors 
or be punished. Ships sailing from England with pas
sengers were to have at least four months' provisions on 
board. This act would seem to indicate that a consid. 
erable immigration was now going on. An export duty 
of ten shillings was imposed upon every hogshead of to
bacco, weighing three hundred and fifty pounds, exported 
in Dutch veesels elsewhere than to England; but free 
trade was promised to the Dutch, and this impost was 
to be reduced to two shillings per hogshead in favor of 
all Dutch Tessels bringing negroes to the colony. A like 
duty of two shillings per hogshead was imposed upon 
all tobaooo exported to England except in vessels Vir. 
ginia-built, in whioh it was to go duty free. Out of the 
income thus realized the governor was to be paid a sal· 
ary of £600. Premiums were again offered. for the 
produotion of silk, flax, hops, wheat, an~ wine. Hides, 
wool, and iron were not to be exported. Aliens who 
had dwelt in the country five years, and intended to re
main, were to become free denizens. A more kindly 
feeling than heretofore was exhibited toward the Indians, 
who, by this time, were thoroughly subdued. They were 
to be protected in the possession of the lands remaining 
to them, and, to prevent imposition, were not to be al. 
lowed to sell those lands exoept at quarter courts. To 
seoure the Indian ohildren plaoed with the colonists for 
education against being sold as slaves, it was forbidden 
to transfer their services. 

ApriL Shortly after the enactment of this code, Governor 
Mathews undertook to dissolve the Assembly; bot his 
authority to do 80 was denied. The Assembly olaimed 
the right to elect all officers, declared existing commis-
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sions no longer valid, and ordered tile I public officers to CJWI'l"&a 

obey no warrants unless signed by their speaker. Ma- XL 

thews yielded, and was re-eleoted governor with.a coun- 1608. 
oil suoh as the burgesses approved. 

With this assumption of' authority, the manner of 
proceeding in the Virginia Assembly beoa.me mare formal 
and orderly. Rules were adopted for that purpose. Ab- 1659. 
sance without leave was prohibited, and the members 
were required to give their attention to the prooeedinga 
of the house. Those who spoke were to rise, llDCOvereci, 
and address the speaker. Personalities, and being "dis-
guised with over much drink," were forbidden. The 
latter seems to have been a prevalent failing, as distinct 
penalties were provided for the first, second, and third 
offenses. To these r11les were presently added two others. 1663. 
No member was to speak more than once on the same 
matter at the same sitting; nor were any to U pipe it" 
after the calling of the roll, unless by liOemJe from the 
major part in a vacanoy from business. 

The death of Cromwell, and the accession of his SOD 

Riohard as Lord Protector, were notified to the Virginia 1659. 
Assembly by a letter from the Supreme Counoil in En- Dec. 

gland. It was ordered in this same Letter that, till that 
system could be matured which the late Lord Protector 
bad contemplated, but never had found time to complete, 
things should remain in Virginia on the same footing as 
heretofore. The Assembly eagerly saiJed this oppor
tunity for giving to the late extension of their authority 
the semblance of a confirmation from England. They 
voted unanimously to submit to his highness Richard, 

and to accept the letter of the Supreme Council as "an 
authentio manifestation of their lordships' intentions for 

the government of Virginia.." It was acknowledged by 
Governor Mathews, that, by the existing system, the 
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CHAPTER power of electing all publio officers resided in the As
n sembly; and he promised to join in an address, and to 

1659. give his best assistance toward the confirmation of that 
privilege. Mathews was re-eleoted governor for two 
years; Clayborne was reappointed seoretary. The pres
ent counselors were confirmed for life, except in C8.88 

of high misdemeanors, to be judged by the Assembly. 
Future counselors were to be nominated by the governor, 
and confirmed by the Assembly, whioh was to be renewed 
every two years. If warrants for a new election were 
not duly issued by the governor, the sheriffs were to hold 
the eleotions on their own authority. 

1660. Mathews died shortly after. News soon arrived of 
March. those commotions in the mother country resulting pres

ently in the restoration of Charles II. As there was now 
in England "no resident, absolute, and generally con
fessed power," the Assembly olaimed, during the inter
regnum, supreme authority in Virginia, and ordered all 
writs to issue in their name, "until such command and 
commission come out of England as shall be by the .As
sembly judged lawful." 

The Royalist triumph was already foreseen, and Sir 
William Berkeley, after an eight years' retirement, was 
now elected governor, and allowed the selection of a sec
retary and counselors, subject, however, to the Assem
bly's approval. The new governor was to call an assem
bly at least once in two years, and was not to dissolve 
the one then sitting exoept by consent of the majority of 
its members. He was to have for salary £700 out oC 
the export duty, fifty thousand pounds of tobacco out of 
the levy, and such customs as might be payable on Dutch 
vessels from New Nethedand. Hammond was, at the 
same time, appointed major general of the militia. 

Oct. At the next session Berkeley is recorded as "his mag-
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isiy's governor." He had no doubt received, in the inter- CHAPTER 

val, a commission from England. The Assembly voted XI. 

twenty-two thousand pounds of tobacco to Hammond 1660. 
and another "employed by the governor and oountry in 
an address to his magisty for a pardon to the inhabitants," 
and the same for the next year; also eleven thousand 
pounds of tobacco to Sir Henry Moody, employed by 
the governor "in an embassy to the Manhadoes." The 
governor was authorized to undertake the building of a 
state-house, and to press for that service ten men "of the 
ordinary sort of people," allowing each two thousand 
pounds of tobacco per annum. Voluntary subscriptions 
were to be taken up for the same objeot. In addition to 
his salary out of the impost, the gov~nor was to have a 
bushel of oorn in the ear from eaoh tithable, and sixty 
thousand pounds of tobacco out of the levy. 

Meanwhile, in Maryland, the fluotuating state of En-
glish politios gave occasion to a new revolution. Gov- Marcil. 

ernor Fendal, notwithstanding his late zeal for Lord Bal
timore, now took sides with the Puritan party in refusing 
to acknowledge the upper house, casting off the proprie-
tary authority, and declaring the lower house of Assem-
bly the sole source of power. The restoration of Charles 
II. brought this Republioan system to a speedy close. 
Forgetting or forgiving the temporizing policy of Balti-
more, the king, at his request, signed a letter to the 
Marylanders, in which they were required to submit to 
Philip Calvert, to whom the proprietary had transmitted 
a commission as governor. Fendal was tried and found 
guilty of treason, but was pardoned; and the inhabitants 
quietly submitted to Calvert's authority. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

NEW ENGLAND DURING THE COMMONWEALTH. 

CHAPTER THOUGH satisfied with the fundamental laws as far 
XIL 

___ as they went, the freemen of Massachusetts had continued 
still jealous of magisterial disoretion, and anxious for a 
complete code, a speoifio punishment for every offense, 
and the pUblioation of all laws -by which they were bound. 
The magistrates, on the other hand, desired a certain ju
dioial discretion. But they had found themselves obliged 
to yield; and a commission, consisting of two magistrates, 
two ministers, and two able persons from among the peo
ple in each county, had been appointed for compiling a 
code. Being finished, and alphabetically arranged, this 

1649. oode was priB.ted-a very hazardous experiment, as the 
magistrates thought. But the advantages and con'ftln
ience of this publioity were so obvious, that all the subee
quent laws were from time to time printed. No copy of 
this oode is known to be in existence; but we are not 
altogether ignorant of its contents. It inoreased the list 
of capital crimes by subjecting to the penalty of death 
"stubborn and rebellious BODS," and "children above six
teen who curse or smite their natural father or mother" 
--enaotments borrowed from the Jewish law. Rape was 
also made capital-a provision fonnerly omitted, because 
Moses had not so punished it. The sale of intoxicating 
liquors was restricted to certain persons licensed for that 
purpose. Courtship attempted without the permission of 
the maid's parents or guardians, or, in their absence, of 
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the" neare.rt magistrate," was punished with fine, and CHAPTER 
XlL 

the third offense with imprisonment. It was also deemed __ _ 
necessary 1;() support, by civil penalties, the fundament. 1649. 
al doctrines on which the theocracy rested. " Albeit 
faith is not wrought by the sword, but the word, never· 
theless, seeing that blasphemy of the true God can not 
be excused by any ignorance or intirmity of human na· 
ture," therefore "no person in this jurisdiction, whether 
Christian or pagan, shall wittingly and willingly presume 
to blaspheme his holy name, either by willful ,!r obstinate 
denying the true God, or his creation or government of 
the world, or shall curse God, or reproach. the holy re. 
ligion of God, as if it were but a public device to keep 
ignorant men in ewe, nor shall utter any other eminent 
kind of blasphemy of like nature or degree," under pen· 
alty of deatb. Tbis enactment, with some modification 
in its terms and relaxation of the punishment, is still to be 
found in the Massachusetts statute. book. It has lately 
been held to be constitutional by the Supreme Court of 
that state, upon argument in a contested case, notwith. 
standing an express provision in tho Massachusetts Bill 
of Rights tbat no person shall be molested for his religious 
profession or sentiments. Constitutions, indeed, go for 
very little when in confliot with the hereditary sentiments 
of their expositors. 

"Although no human power be lord over the faith 
and consciences of men, yet because suoh as bring in dam. 
nable heresies, tending to the subversion of the Christian 
faith and destruotion of the souls of men, ought duly to 
be restrained from. suoh notorious impieties," therefore 
"any Christian within this jurisdiction who sball go 
about to subvert or destroy the Christian faith and reli. 
gion by broaching and maintainiug any damnable here
sies, as denying the immortality of the soul, or resurreo-

I. AA 
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CIUPTU tion of the body, or any sin to be repented of in the re-
XIL . 

___ generate, or any evll done by the outward man to be ao-

1649. oounted sin, or. denying that Christ gave himself a ran
som for our sins, or shall affirm that we are not justi .. 
fied by his death and righteousness, but by the perfeo.. 
tions of our oWn works, or sball deny the morality of the 
fourth commandment, or shall openly oondemn or oppose 
the baptizing of infants, or shall purposely depart the 
congregation at the administration of that ordinanoe, or 
shall deny the ordinance of magistraoy, or their lawful 
authority to make war, or to punish the outward breaohes 
of the first table, or shall endeavor to seduce others to 
any of the errors and beresies above mentioned," any such 
was liable to banishment. Jesuits were forbidden to &D

ter the colony, and their second ooming was punishable 
with death. Another law, a few years after, subjootecl 
to fine, whipping, banishment, and fi.na1ly to death, " any 
who denied the received books of the Old and New Tes
tament to be the infallible word of God." This statute, 
also with 80me modifications in the terms and tbe pun. 
ishment, is still in force in Massaohusetts--oonstitutional, 
110 doubt, according to the legal authority above oited. 

As another and certainly far preferable means of 
guarding against religious error, this code gave a legal 
establishment to a system of free sohools, already intro
fl'uoed into several of the towns. "It being one chief 
project of that old deluder Bathan," says the preamble 
to this venerable law, "to keep men from tbe knowledge 
of the Scriptures, as in former times keeping tbem in an 
unknown tongue, 80 in these latter times by persuading 
men from tbe use of tongues, 80 that, at least, the true 
I8JlS8 and meaning of th!3 original might be clouded with 
false glosses of saint-seeming deceivers, and that leam
ing may not be buried in the grave of our fathers," 
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therefore every township was required to maintain a CIfAPTEll 
8Ohool for reading and writing, and every' town of a xu. 

hundred householders agralDlllfjr school, with a teaoh- 1649. 
er qualified "to fit youths for the university." This 
8Ohool,law, re-enacted in Connectiout in the very same 
terms, was adopted also by Plymouth and New Haven. 
Unft»rtunately for the credit and suOOess of Williams's 
system of religious freedom, it found no favor in his 001-
ony. Of the exiles ftom Massaohusetts who resorted 
thither, many, indeed, were despisers of human learning, 
inolined to rest the' interpretation of Soripture upon'spe-
oial personal spiritual enlightenment--doubtless the very 
"saint-seeming deceivers" aimed at in the preamble to 

the Massaohusetts aot. 
With the deaths of Winthrop and Dudley, and the 

Rrm establishment of the polioy for whioh they had so 
zealously contended, seems' to have terminated that 
struggle in favor of rotation in office, hitherto an 0b
vious feature in the politics of Massaohusetts. Their 

'mantles devolved on Endicott, and, with the exception 
of a single term, during which Bellingham held the 
office, he was annually re-eleoted as governor for the 
fourteen years following. He and his two immediate 
suooessors died in office. 

A code for Conneotiout, compiled by Ludlow, and 1600. 
adopted by the General Court, was copied, muoh of it 
in very words, from the code of Massachu$ettB. To the 
Massaohusetts list of oapital offenses the Connectiout 
code added bouse-breaking, and robbery' on the third of-
fense. Simple larceny was punisbed as in Massachu-
eettsj by requiring threefold restitution; forgery by double 
restitution, standing in the pillory, and disability to give 
evidenoe or to act as a juror. It was forbidden to take 
tobacco publioly. Strong waters could not be sold with .. 
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CHAPTBIt out a license. The magistrates were invested with dis
m. 

___ oretionary pOwers for the punishment of licentiousness--
1600. powers exeroised with great rigor. Debtors could not be 

imprisoned except when suspected oC concealing property, 
as to whioh both the debtors themselves and all persons 
charged as colluding with them were liable to be ex
amined under oath. The debtor was bound, if the cred
itor required it, to pay his debt by service, and might be 
sold for that purpose, but not "to any but of the En
glish nation." This law for selling the service of debt
ors, and appropriating the proceeds to the payment of 
their debts, remained in force in Conneotiout even within 
the present century. Runaway servants were to be 
pursued at' the publio expense, and were required to 
make up threefold the time of their absence. On the 
subject of the Indians this code exhibits much anxiety. 
The militia law is full and precise. Every town is to 
have a store of powder, and on Sundays and lecture 
days to be furnished with an armed guard, to prevent 
sudden surprises. Trade with the Indians in arms of 
any kind, or in dogs, is striotly forbidden. White men 
leaving the colony and joining the Indians are liable 
to three years' imprisOJ;unent. Every band of Indians 
resident near any plantation is to have some sachem or 
ohief to be personally responsible for all depredations 
committed by the band; . and, in conformity with a rec
ommendation of the Commissioners for the United Col
onies, if satisfaction for injuries is refused or neglected, 
the Indians theDl86lves may be seized; "and, because 
it will be ohargeable keeping them in prison," they may 
be delivered to the injured party "either to serve, or to 
be shipped out and exohanged for negroes, as the case 
will j~ly bear." It thus appears that negro slavery 
was authorized in Counectiout as well as in Massaohu-
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setts. It was only the heretics of Providence who pro- CBAFl'EJl 

hibited perpetual semtude by plaoing "black mankind" XJL 

on the same level with regard to limitation of service as 1662. .. 
white servants. Unfortunately for the honor of Rhode 
Island, this regulation, enaoted during a temporary dis-
ruption of the province, never' extended to the other 
towns, and never obtained the force of a general law. 

It was not without muoh reluotance and hard pressing 
that the Narragansets discharged the heavy tribute im-
posed upon them. One installment was paid in old cop- 1647. 
per kettles collected from the wigwams. In vain did Nini-
grat, the Niantio sachem, summoned to Boston to ex-
plain his defioienoies, inquire "for what the Narragan-
sets 'Should pay 80 muoh wampum." The arrears were 
demanded with penurious rigor. Ninigret, a seoond time 1649. 
summoned to Boston, pleaded poverty, aJtd insisted that 
the amount was nearly paid. But the commissioners 
still olaimed a considerable balance. They resolved to 
have it to the last penny. Captain Atherton, sent into 1660. 
the Narraganset country at the head of an armed party, 
seized Pessaous by the hair, in the midst of his warriors, 
and by threats and terror extorted the final payment. The 
tribnie of the subject Pequods having fallen into arrear, 
a colleotor was appointed to look after it. Unoas, to 1661. 
whom many of these tributaries had been assigned, made 
his appearance before the commissioners, and demanded 
to know why this tribute was required; how long it was 
to last; and if ohildren thereafter bom were to pay it. 
The origin of the tribute was explained, and ten years 
were fixed as the limit of its continuance. 

Eliot still continued his missionary labors among the 
Indians in the vioinity of Massaohusetts Bay; and a 
settlement was now formed at Natiok, about sixteen 
miles west of Boston, where the converted Indians were 
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CBAP'l'EIl. asaembled, and iDstruoted in agrioultme and the rearing 
m. of cattle. On the Island of Marthats ViDeyardt of which 

1661. the jurisdiotion had. been assigned. to Massachusetts by 
the Commissioners for the United. Coloni6l, there was 
quite a body of Indianst and some converts began to be 
made there also by Thomas Mayhew, a 80n of the grantee 
and first eettlert who had followed the example of Eliot 
in turning missionary preacher. Eliot himself appears 
to have visitedt with great labor and fatigue, most of the 
tribes in eastern M&88aohusetts and Plymouth oo1ony. 
He was aooustomed to make an annual visit to the lalla 
of the Merrimac, now Lowellt to preach to the Indians 
asaembled there to fish; and Passaooliaway, the aged sa
ohemt was urgent for him to settle ia that neighborhood. 

It had. at length been asoertainedt by repeated explo
rationst that the Merrimao River came 80 far from the 
northt that an east and west linet in the terms of the 
Massachusetts charter, "three miles north of any and 
every part of itt tt if extended toward the sea.-ooa.st, would 
strike the ocean as far east as the mouth of the Kennebec. 
That line was aooordingly claimed by Massachusetts as 
her northem boundary t and the present seemed a favora-
ble opportunity to enforce the claim. , 

About the time of the commencement of the civil war 
in England, in which Sir Ferdinando Gorges took sides 
with the king, RigbYt a RepUblican member of the Long 
Parliament, had purohased up the old patent of Ligonia, 
known as the" Plow Patentttt and had. sent out as hiI 
deputy, to olaim possession, George Clevest already men
tioned as a former agent in America of Gorges and Lord 
Sterling. This claim being resisted by Gorges's agentst 
Cleves had. attempted to engage the United Colonies ill 
his quarrel, proposing that Ligonia should become a mem
ber of that alliance. Presently it was agreed between 
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Cleves and those olaiming authority under Gorges, to re- CRAPTBR 

fer the matter to the Court of Assistants at Boston, and XlL 

the case was regularly tried there before a jury. Rig- 1646. 
by's agent could only show a purchase by his prinoipal 
of the rights of tw~ out of six or eight patentees of Li-
gonia. On the other hand, the deputy of Gorges oonld 
not produoe the original patent of Maine, but only a ~py, 
"whioh was not pleadable in law." The juryoould not 
agree on a verdiot, but the magistrates persuacled. thQ 
litigants to live in peace till the matter could be refeRed 
to England.- Rigby easily obtained there, from the Par .. 
liamentary Commissioners for Plantations, a· oollfirma.. 
iion of his olaim; and the ooast from the Kennebec to 
the &00 was erected into the province of Ligonia, Maine 
being restrioted to the traot from the aaoo to the Pisoat-
aqua. 

About this time Gorges died, and his son and heir 1647. 
having been repeatedly written to without answer, the 
inhabitants of the diminished provinoe of Maine oombined 
for the purpose of self-government, and chose Edmund 
Godfrey as their ohief magistrate. It was against this 
provinoe that the annexation projects of Massaohusett8 
were first directed. Godfrey made a strenuous opposi-
tion, ~d got up a petition to the English Council of 1651. 
State; but Massachusetts meanwhile sent four com
missioners to take possession. Kittery and Georgiana 
first submitted, an example presently followed by Wells, 1652. 
Cape Porpoise, and Saoo. The newly-acquired towna 
were ereoted into a oounty called Yorkshire; the nalM 
of Georgiana was ohanged to York; and the munioipal 
government exeroised for ten years under the city ohar-
ter now came to an end. To the inhabitants of this 
DeW county were granted the same privileges p0ssess-

ed by those of Norfolk, formed out of the New Hamp-
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CBUTER shire towns. Churoh membership was not required 
xu. 

___ either as a qualifioation for voting or for representing 
1662. the towns in the· General Court-a politio concession, 

whioh served to reconoile the inhabitants to the new gov
emment. 

The adjoining province of Ligonia was also in a state 
of confusion. Cleves, the deputy governor, having quar
~led with his counoil, had gone to England with com
plaints. Rigby was dead; his heir sent a letter to the 
counoil forbidding them to aot in his name, but he does 
not appear to have appointed any substitutes. This 
territory, too, was olaimed as within the limits of the 
Massaohusetts patent. The Episcopalian settlers made 
some opposition, but the above-mentioned con~0D8 
helped to d~rm them. Black. Point and Casco pres
ently submitted, and in the course of five or six yean 
the authority of Massachusetts was acknowledged as far 
as the Kennebeo. 

• A few settlers were established at the mouth of that 
river, on the tract belonging to Plymoath colony; for 

1664. whom an Assembly, presently held there under a com
mission from Plymouth, enacted a conoise body of laws. 
The Indian trade, whioh grew gradually less and less, 

1660. was farmed out to a company, to whioh, some years after, 
was sold also the patent for the lands. 

East of the Kennebec, the little colony of Pemaquid, 
the oldest settlement on all that coast, still retained its 
separate existence. All east of Pemaquid was olaimed 
by D' Aulney for the Company of New France, his trad
ing house nearest the English being that on the east 
shore of the Penobscot, at or near the present site of 
Castine. 

In consequence of D' Aulney 's j~lous exolusion of the 
1648. English colonists from the Frenoh territories, a message 
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had been sent to the governor of Quebec, proposing free CHAPTER 

trade--the first communi08tion' on record between New ~. 
England and Canada. After a long delay, an answer 1601. 
was returned by two Canadian priests, whose prinoipal 
object, however, was to obtain assistance in a bloody and 
disastrous war with the Five. Nations in whioh Canada. 
was then involved. This assistance was sought either by 
direct alliance, leave to enlist vol~teers, or at least per-
mission for war parties of the converted Frenoh Indians 
on the Penobscot to pass through the territories of the 
United Colonies on their . way against the Five Nations. 
The Frenoh envoys desoribed in moving terms the dis-
tress of their converts and the danger of their missions. 
They appealed to their neighbors by the endearing name 
of fellow-Christians; but what sympathy could there be 
between papists and Puritans? The application had no 
result i the commissioners for the United Colonies, call-
ing to. mind the recent case of D' Aulney and La Tour, 
declined to interfere, and the Frenoh messengers were 
dismissed with a oivil refusal. I 

While extending her dominion toward the north by 
the annexation of Maine and Ligonia, Massaohusetts 
was still eager for the dismemberment and partition of 
Williams's Narraganset Commonwealth. This scheme 
was favored by the conduot of Coddington, who had ob
tained. from the English Counoil of State a commission 
for the separate government of Aquiday, by whioh he 
was constituted governor for life--a prooeeding, how
ever, not satisfactory to a part of the inhabitants. 

M;assaohusetts still olaimed the territory of Warwiok 
by virtue of the submission of the two sachems to whom 
it had originally belonged, baoked by an alleged grant 
from Plymouth of any olaim sbe might have under her 
patent. But the Plymouth commissioners, disgusted at 
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CHAP'l'D the late overbearing conduot of M8.8Saeh1ll!etts in the 
XlL matter of the impost levied at Saybrook fort, denied 

1651. both the faot and tbe legality of any suoh alleged ces
sion. At the same time they declined the invitation 
of their Massaohusetts oolleagues to claim' jurisdiction 
on their own account. The people of Warwick com
plained that their Indian neighbors, dependents on Mas
sachusetts, were guilty of constant annoyances and dep
redations, in whioh it was more than insinuated that 
Massaohusetts encouraged tbem-conduot which might 
seem to give some oolor to part, at least, of an heretical 
opinion formerly oharged against Easton, now governor 
of Rhode· Island, " that the elect had the Holy Ghost and 
also the devil indwelling:" Alleging the commands of the 
Parliamentary Commission for Plantations, the governor 
and assistants of Rhode Island applied to tbe Commis
sioners for the United Colonies, demanding protection and 
redress. But this application was very coolly received. 
There had lately been two executions for witchoraft, one 
at Hartford and anotber at Charlestown, against wbicb, 
according to William Arnold, wbo acted as a sort of spy 
for Massaohuse1;ts, the people at Warwiok loudly cried 
out, expressing their belief" that there were no other 
witches upon the earth, nor devils, but the ministers of 
New England and such as theY"-a new heresy which 
could not muoh recommend them to the good will of 
their neighbors. 

As the Commissioners for the United Colonies' woold 
do nothing to protect them, and apprehending even dan
ger to their independence, the people of Providence, War. 
wiok, and Newport resolved on an appeal to England 
for the OI'lJlfirmation of their oharter, protection against 
tbe depredations of the Indian vassals of Massacbusetts, 
arul the recall of Coddington's commission. A contribu .. 
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tion was aooordingly raised to send out agents, and Rog- CIW'TER 

er Williams and John Clarke were deputed for that pur- :m 

pose. 1601. 
Massachusetts meanwhile BOught to procure from the 

Commissioners for the United Colonies aid, or, at least, 
8&D.otion for subduing Warwiok by force. The Com- Sept. 

missioners for CoDDOOticut, and New Haven admitted 
that the former proceedings against Gorton had been by 
their consent; but the Plymouth commissioners disoJaim-
eel any responsibility for those proceedi.ags; and they 
specially protested against the Massachusetts olaini. of 
jurisdiction over Warwick by virtue of any cession from 
them. To suoh a pitch, indeed, did these differen068 
riae, that a meeting of the commissioners, held at Plym .. 
outh the next year, was abruptly broken up on some 1602. 
alleged informalities, without proceeding to business. Sept. 

High words must have passed, perhaps aomething more, 
since the General Court of Massachusetts ordered a let.. 
tar to be written to the Governor of Plymouth, demand-
ing satisfaction for an alleged affront to one of their oom
missioners. 

Before embarking for England, Clarke, with two 1601. 
other delegates from the Baptist Churoh at Newport, July. 

paid a visit to a Baptist brother at Lynn, " who, by 
reason of his advanotid age, oonld not undertake BO great 
a joumey as to vieit the churoh." They even ven-
tured, on a Sunday morning, to give a publio exhorta-
tion at his h~use; for whioh they were arrested. in the 
act, and canied by force, in the afternoon, to hear the 
regular preacher, one Thomas Cobbett, author of "a 
large, nervous, and golden disoourse" against the Bap-
tists. The next day they were sent to Boston, where 
Clarke was sentenced to pay £20, 196, or be whipped. 
His neglect to take off his hat when foroed into tbe 
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CIW"l'ER meeting-house was one oharge against him. In a 8e~. 
xu. moo jnst before the trial, Cotton d60lared, that to deny 

16tH. infant baptism was to overthrow all, and was there
fore sow-murder and a capital offense i and so Endicott 
told the prisoners in passing sentence. He also oharged 
Clarke with preaohing to the weak and ignorant what 
he cowd not maintain against the learned, and bade him 
try and dispute "with our ministers." Accordingly, 
from his prison Clarke sent a challenge to the Massa
ohusetts elders, offering to maintain "that J68US Christ 
had'the sole right of prescribing laws respecting worship i 
that baptism-that is, dipping in water-:was an ordi. 
nance to be administered only to those who gave evi
dence of repentance and faith i that only suob visible 
believers constituted the Church i that each of them had 
the right to speak in the congregation, either to inquire 
for his own instruotion, or to prophesy for the edification 
of others; that at all times and in all places they ought 
to reprove folly and justify wisdom i and that no serv
ant of Jesus Christ has any authority to restrain any 
fellow-servant in his worship where no injury is offered to 
others." This challenge, however, was evaded. Some 
friends of Clarke paid his fine, and he was released, with 
an injunotion to leave the colony. . 

Crandal, one of Clarke's companions, who had been 
fined £0, was released at the same time. The other 
was Obadiah Holmes, for many years a member of the 
Salem Churoh, a recent convert to Ana!-ptism, lately 
excommunicated by the ohuroh of Seekonk, in Plym
outh, and the more obnoxious on that account. He was 
fined £30. "As I went from the bar," he says, in a 
letter to some friends in London, "I expressed myself 
in these words: 'I bless Go«l I am counted worthy to 
suffer for the name of Jesus.' Whereupon John Wilson 
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(tbeir pastor, as tbey oall bim)' struok me before tbe CHAPTER 

judgment seat, and oursed me, saying, 'Tbe curse of xu. 

God, or Jesus, go witb tbee.' " Some friends offered to 1651. 
pay bis mae, but Holmes declined it, and was brougbt 
to tbe wbipping.post. " I bad suob a spiritual mani. 
festation," be writes, "tbat I oonld well bear it, yea, 
and in a manner felt it not, altbougb it was grievous, 
as the spectators said; tbe man striking witb all bis 
strengtb (yea, spitting in his band tbree times, as many 
affirmed) witb a three-oorded wbip, giving me tberewitb 
tbirty strokes. When be bad loosed me from the post, 
baving joyfulness in my heart and obeerful.nese in my 
oountenanoe, as tbe spectators observed, I told 'tbe mag
istrates, 'You have struok me as witb roses;' and said, 
moreover, 'Although the Lord hatb made it easy to me, 
I pray God it may. not be laid to your·oharge.'" John 
Hazel and Jobn Spur came up and shook bands w~tb 
the prisoner after his punishment, smiling and saying, 
" Blessed be God !" Tbey ,were arrested on the spot for 
oontempt of authority, fined forty sbillings, and impris-
oned. Returning to Newport, Obadiab Holmes lived to 
a good old age, and in 1790 bis descendants were reokoned 
at not less tban five tbousand persons. 

Otber strict exeroises of autbority were not wanting. 
The town of Malden, baving presumed to settle a min
ister witbout oonsulting tbe neighboring oburobes, was 
subjected to a fine. Tbe offense thus punisbed witbout 
any law for it--a practice, in tbose times, too oommon in 
Massacbusetts--a law was afterward enacted, making 
it essential to the settling of a minister to,bave the oon
sent botb of a council. of neigbboring cburobes and of 
" some of the magistrates" also. 

Some difficulty bad ooourred in finding a minister for 
the seoond oburcb recently constituted in Boston. Ward, 
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CHAPTER Peters, WeIde, and others had returned to England, 
XlL and the prospects of promotion there drew oil" several of 

1601. the young ministers educated in the oolony. Samuel 
Mather, a recent graduate of Harvard College, preaohed 
a while in the new church, and gave some hopes of ~ 
tling there; but he prefened to go to England, where 
he obiained the senior fellowship in Trinity College, 
Dublin, and the reotorship of St. Nicholas in that city. 
In this emergency, the new church availed itself of the 
services of Michael Powell, late an inn-keeper at Ded
ham i and his exhortations proved 80 aooeptable, that 
the ohurch proposed to settle him as minister. He was 
"gifted," to be sure, but then he was "unlearned." 
The Gelleral Court interfered to pre'Yent his settlement, 
to which Powell very meekly submitted. He contiDued, 
however, to offioiate as ruling elder. The Puritan ta
thers of New England-those, that is, of the conserva
tive sohool-esteemed learning as well. as "spiritual 
gifts" essential to a minister. 

Williams and Clarke, not allowed to embark from 
NOT. Boston, took passage at Manhattan. They were kindly 

received in England by Sir Henry Vane, then a leading 
member of the Council of State; and they presently 
procured the recall of Coddington's oommission, and, in 
spite of the opposition "of all the priests, both Presby-

1602. terian and Independent," the confirmation of the Rhode 
Oct. Island charter. Clarke published in London" III News 

from New England," giving an account of his sWfer
ings, to whioh Cobbett, minister of Lynn, made a reply. 

It was upon this occasion that Sir Richard Salton
stall, one of the original founders of the colony, wrote to 
Wilson and Cotton, ministers of Boston, the ~ollowing 
letter : 

"Reverend and dear sirs, whom I unfeignedly love 
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and respect, it doth not a little grieve my spirit to CBAPTEIl 

hear what sad things are reported daily of your tyranny D. 

and persecution in New England, as that you fine, whip, 1601. 
and imprison men for their consciences. First you oom-
pel suoh to come into your assemblies as you know will 
not join you in your worship, and when they show their 
dislike thereof, or witness against it, then you stir up 
your magistrates to punish them for suoh, as you con-
ceive, their publio affronts. Truly, friends, this your 
practice of compelling any, in matters of worship, to do 
that whereof they are not fully persuaded, is to make 
them sin; for 80 the apostle (Rom., xiv., 23) tells us; 
and many are made hypocrites thereby, oonforming in 
their outward man for fear of punishment. We pray 
for you, and wish you prosperity every way, hoping the 
Lord would have given you 80 muoh light and love 
there, that you might have been eyes to God's people 
here, and DOt to practice those oourees ,in a wildemess 
which you went 80 far to prevent. These rigid ways 
have laid you very low in the hearts of the sainU!. I 
clo assure you I have heard them pray in the publio as
aemblies that the Lord would give you meek and hum-
ble spirits, not to strive 80 mugh for uniformity as not 
to keep the unity of the spirit in the bond of peace. I 
hope you do not assume to yourselves infallibility of 
judgment, when the most learned of the apostles oon-
fesseth he knew but in part, and saw but darkly, as 
through a glass; for God is light, and no further than 
he doth illumine us oan we see, be our parts and leam-
iDg ever 80 great. 0 that all those that are brethren, 
though yet they oan not think and speak the same 
thing, might be of one accord in the Lord!" 

To this noble remonstranoe--and it was not the first 
of the Bltme sort whioh Saltonstall had mad&-Wilsoll and 
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CIW'TEB. Cotton wrote a very elaborate reply. They profees to be 
xu. friends of peaoo and moderation, but fully justify the 

161H. punishments infiioted on Clarke and Holmes. "Better 
be hypocrites," they say, "than profane persons. Hyp
ocrites give God part of his due, the outward man; but 
the profane person giveth God neither outward nor in. 
ward man." " You know not if you think we came 
into this wilderness to praotioo those courses which we 
ded from in England. We believe there is a vast differ .. 
ence between men's inventions and God's institutions; 
we ded from men's inventions, to whioh we else should 
have been compelled; we compel none to men's inven
tions." Yet, after this downright olaim of a divine 
oharaoter for their system, with an inoonsistenoy too 
common to surprise, they add, " We are far from arr0-

gating infallibility of judgment, or affecting uniformity; 
uniformity God never required, infallibility he never 
granted us. We content ourselves with unity in the 
foundation of religion and ohuroh order." 

Apout the same time Williams sent ~ warm remon
stranoe to his old friend and disoiple Governor Endicott, 
against these violent proceedings. The MassaohusetD 
theocraoy could Dot complain that none showed them 
their error. 'I'hey did not persevere in the system of 
perseoution without having its wrongfulness fully point
ed out. 

The quantity of wampum in oirculation had greatly 
increased by exaotions from the subject Indians and oth
erwise, while the demand for it was diminished by the 
decline of the traffio with the Eastern Indians, now al
most engrossed by D' Aulney. A finishing blow was 
given to its ourrenoy by an order made in Massaohu
setts to receive it no longer in payment of taxes. As 
fast as coin came in by trade with the West Indies, it 
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was shipped to England to pay for goods. To stop this CHAPTER 

drain of speoie, Massaohusetts was induced to try the XII. 

experiment of a local ooinage. A mint was set up at 1661. 
Boston, whioh ooined shillings, sixpenoes, and three-
penoes, with a pine tree on one side, and "New En-
glaud" on the othel. These pieoes were alloyed. one 
fourth below the British standard-an experiment often 
tried e~where, under the fallacious idea that, thus de-
based, they would not be, exported. Thus it happened 
that -the pound ourrenoy of New England came to be 
one fourth less valuable than the pound sterling of the 
mother oountry-a standard afterward adopted by the 
English Parliament for all the North American col9nies. 
The use of wampum as a coin seems to have been 
kept up in New Netherland long after it had oeased in 
New England. 

We have already had OOO!lSion to allude to the oon
troversy as to bounds ,and territories oarried on by the 
people of Connecticut and New Haven with then: Dutch 
neighbors. This dispute, of whioh more will be said in 
the next ohapter, had been recently allayed by an arbi. 
tration, and a treaty of limits. But very soon it re- 1660. 
vived again, and with new foroe, by reason of obstacles 1661. 
put by the Dutch to the r.e-establishment by New Haven 
of her former settlement and trading-house on the Dela-
ware. The English, Counoil of State having declared 
war against Holland, the people of New Haven and 1662. 
Connectiout were anxious, also, for a war against New 
Netherland. Unoas, the Mohegan saohem, always ready 
for misohief, spread a report that, Ninigret, the Niantio 
sachem, had visited New Amsterdam during the winter, 1663. 
and had arranged with the Dutch governor a grand plot, 
in which it was said that even the praying Indians 
were engaged, fOl a general Indian insurreotioD; and the 

I. B B 
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CIW'TEJI. murder DC all the New England colonists. In 001188-

XlL quence of this report, the Commissioners for the Unitei 
1603. Colonies assembled in speoial session at Boston, and sent 
May. messengers and interrogatories to Ninigret and Pessa.ous, 

both of whom totally denied any knowledge of the pre
tended plot. Envoys and a letter were also Bent to New 
Amsterdam, with a long deolaration oC grievances; and, 
to be ready, in case "God oalled the colonies to war," 
five hundred men were ordered to be raised. Stuyve
sant, the Dutch governor, sent baok an indignant denial 
of the alleged oonspiraoy with the Indians, and a long 
declaration oC grievances on his part. This denial it 
was attempted to set aside by the ex-parte affidavits of 
certain English and IndiallB, residents of New Nether
land--affidavitB whioh the New England envoys to New 
Amsterdam had assumed the extraordinary liberty of 
taking in that oity, for the very purpose oC contradiot
ing Stuyvesant, ·who found it necessary to pbOket this 
affront, though he reCused to sanotion it by being present 
to oross-examine the witnesses. 

Upon the strength of the'testimony thus taken, the 
oommissioners assembled at Boston determined on war. 
But the General Oourt oC Massaohusetts, in session at the 
same time, desired the opinion and advice, of the elden, 
and the documents were referred to a joint committee of 
the court and the commissioners, to prepare a statement 
of facts on whioh that opinion might be taken. The com· 
mittee could not agree, and two statements were drawn 
up. The elders saw, in the doonm.ents laid beCore them, 
plain evidence of IlIl "exeorable plot tending to the de
strnotio~ oC many dear saints oC God," but they did not 
ind the proofs oC it 80 "fully conclusive as to olear up 
present proceedings 1;& war!' Others, however, viewed 
the matter dift'erently. " Many peasive hearts" at Sa-
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!em, headed by their minister, sent a memorial to the CBAP'l'ER 

oommissioners, urging the justiee andneoeesi.ty of hoe- XD. 

tllitie8. Six out of the eight-tbe constitutional major. 1663. 
ity-:were sufficiently inolined to this step; but they 
found an UDeXpeoted and inauperable obstacle in the de. 
nial, by the General Court of MassaohUletUil, of any 
power in the commissioners to declare an "offensive war" 
exoept by unanimous consent. An able and eloquent 
paper, put forth by the court in defense of this positioo, 
ooncluded in the following spirited terms: "It ou be Jl8 

lesa than a contradiotion to affirm that the supreme POW8l', 
whioh we take to be the general court of every jurisdio. 
tion, can be commanded by others; an absurdity in ~ 
ioy that an entire gcnernment and jurisdiction should 
prostitute itself to the command of suangers; a soandal 
in religion if a general court of Christians should be 
obliged to act and engage on the faith of six delega_, 
against their oonsoien~ whicb must be admitted 
in case we aoknowledge ourselves bound te undertake an 
oft'eDSive war upon the bare determination of the oom· 
tnission." 

The session of the commissioners haYing· broken up ill 
disgust, the towns of Stamford and .Fairfield, on the Dutch 
frontier, headed by Ludlow, undertook to raise voluDteen 
and to make war agaiDst the DutCh on their own atlCOUDt. 
This irregular prooeeding having been suppressed wi* 
some severity, Ludlow, was 80 mooh disgusted thai he 
emigrated to Virginia. Despairing of aid fmm Maaa
ohusetts, Connectiout and New Haven united in a soIic. 
itation to Cromwell, between whom and Cotton some 
oomplilDentary letters had lately passed. They besought 
the Lord General and the C01ilDOil of State to fit out all 

expedition fer the conquest of New Netherlaud. Mean
while, they oanied on a warm dispute with Masaohu. 
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CIUPTD setta as to the true interpretation of the articles of union. 
xu. At the regular annual meeting of the commissioners this 

16~3. controversy was renewed. The commission seemed to 
Sept. be just on the point of breaking up forever, when the 

Massaohusetts Court, by an ambiguous sort of conces
sion, induced the commissioners to proceed to business. 

. The tributary Indians at the east end of Long Island 
had complained of hostilities commenced against them. 
by the Niantios.· Ninigret, being sent for by order of the 
commissioners, had returned a "proud, presumptuous, 
and offensive answer." The commissioners thereupon 
conoeived themselves "called by God to make a present 
war against Ninigret," and they 'ordered two hundred 
and fifty men to be raised for that purpose. . Bradstreet, 
one of the Massachusetts commissioners, dissented from 
thiS vote. In his opinion, the United Colonies were un
der no obligation to protect the Long Island Indians, nor 
to engage in ·Indian quarrels, "the grounds whereof they 
can not well UIlderstand." The Massaohusetts Court sus
tained this sensible objection; and as they saw no suffi
oient ground for war, they" dared not exercise authority 
to levy men." Thus a second time, by.the opposition of 
Massachusetts, were the commissioners' warlike inten
tions defeated. 

The solioitations addressed to Cromwell were not al
together without success. Robert Sedgwiok and John 
Leverett, the latter son of the ruling elder in the Bos
ton Church, and late· a ~ptain in the Parliamentary 
army, the former reoently chosen to 8uooeed Gibbons as 

1654. major general of Massaohusetts, were authorized to un
dertake an eXpedition against New Neth~rland, toward 
whioh Cromwell, now Lord Protector,' furnished two or 
three ships, with a small body of troops, authority being 
siven to the commissioners to raile more in New E~-
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gland. Roger Williams entertained grateful feelings to.; CDAPTER 

ward the Dutch of New Netherland, and by his inter- XII. 

ference the sailing of this expedition was a little delayed. 1664. 
When the armament arrived in New England the Dutch 
war was already over; and before the New England contin-
gents could be raised,' news of the peace reached Boston. July. 

Instead of proceeding against New Netherland, Aca
die became the object of attack. It was a time of peace 
between France and England; but Cromwell alleged that 
a sum . of money, promised by France in 'consideration 
of the cession of Acadie, had never been paid, and that 
the cession, in consequence, was not binding. D' Aul
neywas dead, and La Tour, lately returned from Hud
son's Bay, having married the widow of his old enemy 
and rival, had thus recovered possession of Port Royal, 
st. John's, Penobscot, and the other Acadien trading 
poets. But D' Aulney's prinoipal creditor in FrancWi 
had renewed the old complaints against La Tour, hid 
obtained an order to take possession of all D' Aulney's 
American property, and for that purpose had just arrived, 
when' both he and La Tour found themselves obliged to 
surrender to Leverett and Sedgwick. The dexterous La 
Tour now revived his claims under the old grant to his" 

, father from Sir William Alexander; and, two years aft
er, Cromwell made a new grant of Nova Scotia to La 
Tour, Crowne, and Thomas Temple, brother of the cel
ebrated Sir William Temple, and soon sole proprietor. 

Some three years previous to the present time, the ' 
bankrupt Gibbons had removed to Maryland, being ap
pointed by the proprietary 8dmmu of that colony and 
one of the council. He built a Wind.mill a1; St. Mary's; 
but, dying there this year, his widow transferred the mill 
to Lord. Baltimore in payment of a debt of ,£100 due' 
by her late haaband to his lordl5hip. . Previous to the' 
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CIW'TER surrender of Acadie be bad twice Sent to La Tour to 
xu. 

___ demand payment of his old debt, now swelled by inter-

1664. est and oharges to more than £4000, but it does not 
Sept. appear that he met with any success. 

At the next annual meeting of the CoIlllDiaeioners for 

the United Colonies, Bellingham having been this year 
chosen governor in Endioott's place, and the New Neth
erland question being now out of the way, Massachusetts 
yielded the disputed point of interpretation, and war was 
declared against Ninigret. Two hundred and seventy 
men were voted for an expedition against him, the choice 
of oommaoder being left to Maesaohusetts, whioh was to 
furnish the greater part of the troops. Major Willard, 
appointed upon tbis service, marched with orders to com
pel Ninigret to give up those Pequod subjeota of his for 
whom tbe tribute was in arrear; fA) give satisfaotion for 
his past misconduot i fA) leave the Long Islanders in peace; 
and to pay tbe expenses of the present expedition. But 
Ninigret "swamped himself," and the troops presently 
returned, upon the strength of an illusive stipulation on 
bis part to give up the Pequods. This bootl688 result 
pve great dissatisfaction in the other colonies, where it 
was even alleged that Massachusetts, by the choice of ~ 
incapable oommander, if not, indeed, by secret instruc
tions, had purpoeely defeated the object of the expedition. 

The Lord Protector Cromwell had no IIOODer made 
peace with the Dutch than he declared war against 
Spaip, and dispatched a fleet and army under Penn and 
Venables to attack the Spanish West 1Ddies. Winslow, 
who had hitherto remained in Englaud &8 agent for Mas
sachusetts,' in whioh office he was presently suooeeded by 
Leverett, went in this fteet &8 one of Cromwell's OOID

missioners to superintend the oonquered oountriea. By 
volunteers from Barbadoee and the Leeward Ialands, the 
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army was raised to ten thousand men, the Drst of those CHAPTEa 

great armaments, 80 many of which were subsequently xu. 

II8nt from Europe to perish in the West Indies from the 1664. 
effects of the climate. St. Domingo was the object aimed 
at; but from that island the expedition was repulsed with 
disgrace. The fleet then proceeded to Jamaica, of whioh 
possession was taken. At. the. date of its conquest that 
island contained but a few thousand inhabitants, partly 
enervated desoondants of the old Spanish colonists, partly 
negro slaves, who took that opportunity to eaoape into the 
interior, and to establish there an independent comma-
nity, conspicuous afterward in the history of the island. 
Sedgwick, appointed by Cromwell to suooeed Winslow, 
who had died shortly after the repulse from St. Domingo, 
found things, on his arrival at Jamaica, "in a sad, de. Oct. 

plorable, and distracted oondition;" the 8Oldiertl, a large 
part of them from the English West India settlernentB, 
" 80 lazy and idle as it can not enter into the heart of 
uy Englishman that suoh blood should run in the veins 
of any born in England." As the other oommission6l'8 
were dead, in oonjunotion with the prinoipal military of. 
Beers, Sedgwick framed an instrument of goveriunent, 
constituting a Supreme Executive Council, with himself 
at the head. Cromwell was very anxious to people the 
ildand, possession of which he was determined to retain. 
A thoWllUld girls and young men were ordered to be listed 
in Ireland and sent over. The administrators of the 
Scottish government were direoted to apprehend all 
" known idle, masterless robbers and vagabonds, male and 
female," for transportation thither; and that there mipi 
be a due admixture of religion and energy, agents were 
dispatohed to New England for emigrants. The people 
of New Haven, disappointed and uDSUc'0eS8ful in their 
meJCOntile undertaltings, were impoverisbed, uneasy, aDd 
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CHAPTER disposed to remove. They had entertained thoughts bf 
xu. transfeuing themselves to Ireland, where Cromwell had 

1604. made extensive confiscations. The Protector was anxiODS 
they should remove to Jamaica; and, with his usual art, 
employed. for that purpose arguments addressed to their pe
ouli~r religious ideas. But the magistrates opposed. this 
migration, and very few went. Sedgwiok was raised. by 
Cromwell to the rank of major general, with the supreme 
command of the island, but died. shortly after reoeiving 
the appointment .. Vassall,presently migrated thither, 
and establislied several valuable plantations. 

1600. As 'the inoursions of the Niantios into Long Island 
Sept. still continued, a vessel was fitted out by the Commis

sioners for the United Colonies to cruise in the Sound, 
to intercept their canoes. Uncas, presuming on the 
protection of his white allies, grew more turbulent and 
overbearing than ever. He soon became involved. in 
quaue}s with his neighbors, in which he strove to en
gage the colonists also; but this time they resolved. to 
let the Indians fight it out. The Pequods who had been 
placed under Ubcas's authority had repeatedly complain
ed of his oppressions. At first these complaints had been 
very ooldly, reoeived; but the misbehavior of Uncas be

came' "OW so notorious, that the remnants of the Pe
quods, relieved from his yoke, were allowed to settle in 
two villages in what is now the southwest corner of 
Rhode Island, under rulers appointed for them by the 
magistrates of Massaohusetts. Humphrey Atherton, 
Sedgwick's SU0C6ssor as major general of Massaohusetts, 
was appointed. superintendent of all the subject Indians, 
in whioh office he was presently succeeded by Daniel 
Gcokin, whose emigration froin Virginia has been former
ly mentioned. The sale of horses or boats to the Indians 
was strictly prohibited, and the Commissioners for the 
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United Colonies suggested that, in case of war, " mastiff· CBAP'.l'ER 
• JDL 

dogs mIght be of good use." 
The" great Cotton," now dead, was suooeeded in the 166.5. 

ohuroh at Boston by Norton; not, however, without loud 
reclamations on the part of the people of Ipswioh, from 
whom he was thus taken away-complaints whioh it re-
quired the authority of the General Court and of several 
eoolesiastioal counoils to quiet. Hitherto, in Massaohu-
aetts, the settlement of ministers had been left to the zeal 
of the churohes. But a law· lately paseed, though not. 1604. 
without a good deal of opposition, required every town 
to support a minister, the burden to be laid" upon the 
whole society jointly, whether in ohuroh order or uot." 
This enaotment would have troubled Cotton, who es
t.eemed it an evident sign of a declining state of religion 
when law had to be resorted to for upholding the relig-
ious establishment. 

It was also enacted that none should be allowed to sit 
&8 deputies in the General Court who did not hold to the 
orthodox oreed. The laws against the Baptists were 
rigidly enforced. Dunster, the learned president of Har
vard College, indicted, tried, and fined. for the expression 
of Anabaptist opinions, was obliged to resign his offioe. 
Chauncey, his no less learned SUOO8ssor, was somewhat 
infected with the same errors; for, though he admitted 
infant baptism, he held to the practice of immersion. 
But he promised to keep his opinions to himself. 

Massaohusetts even undertook a supervision of her 
neighbors of Plymouth, whom she represented to the 1606. 
Commissio~era for the United Colonies "as wanting to Sept. 

themselves in a due aoknowledgment of, and encourage-
ment to, ministers of the Gospel." Nor was this com-
plaint without effect. The General Court of Plymouth 
passed a law the next year requiring the towns to tax 1607. 
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CIL\PTBR themselves for the support of ministers aDd grammar 
XIL schooIs-a polioy warmly favored by Thomas Prince, 

1607. successor to Bradford in the offioe of govemor, whioh 
station Bradford had held ever since the foundation of 
the colony, five years excepted, in which" by importu
nity he got off, and Winslow and Prince supplied his 
place." Prince, like Bradford, was ODe of the original 
Plymouth Pilgrims, but more inclined. than·his prede
oessor to go. the full1engtlt of the Massachusetts polioy. 
He was annually re-elected for the·,next mxteen yean. 

Connecticut had lost the services of Haynes and Hop
kins, 80 long alternate governors. Haynes was dead; 
Hopkins had gone to England, where he received high 
promotion from Cromwell. Thomas Wells was governor 
in 1600 and 1608'; John Webster in 1606, and John 
Winthrop the younger in 1607, 1609, and the five fol
lowing years, notwithstanding the law to the contrary. 

After publishing in England a rejoinder to Cotton, 
"The Bloody Tenet yet more Bloody by Mr. Cotton's 
Attempt to wash it White," also a traot entitled " The 
Hireling Ministry none of Christ's," and leaving Clarke 
to guard the interests of Rhode Island at the court of tbe 

1604. Protector, Roger Williams had returned to New England 
June. in Leverett's fieet, with a letter of safe-conduot from 

Cromwell's counoil, securing to him free passage at all 
times through aU parts of the United Colonies. 

The Narraganset plantations, meanwhile, had fallen 
into no little confamon. William Dyer, former secretary, 
had arrived about a year previoosly, with the order of the 
Supreme COUDoil of State vacating Coddington's oommis
sion, and continuing the Providence oharter in force till for. 

1603. ther order. Dyer took upon himself to call a oonvention 
Feb. 18. at Portsmouth to con.ider these letters. But some misun. 

derstanding arose ae to whether the legislative and judi. 
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aial acts dW'ing the I8paration should be esteemed vaJid aHAPTER 
or not; and, at the ensuing election, the towns on the :xu. 
ieland and thoee on the main organized separately. The 1663. 
new government on the· island demanded the records of May 17. 

Coddington, but he 8.ed with them to Boston. The war 
with Holland being then pending, Dyer, who had ruined 
himself by oontentions and lawsuits with Coddington, 
obtained a commission to himself and Captain Underhill 
tD. act against the Dutch of New Netherland, and a pieoe 
of cannon and twenty men were sent to oo-operate with 
the English settlers on the east end of Long Island, plun-
der. being the great object. It was at tliis very time 
that the CoDllDissioners for the United Colonies were de-
feated in their design of deola.ring war against New Neth
erlandby the firnmees of MaseaohU8(ltts. Providence 
and Warwiok also protested against being drawn into Aug. 13. 

a war with the Dutch. The disputes _reached a high 
pitch; and Williams, returniag home, brought with him 
an admonitory letter frOl1l Sir Henry Vana, who bad 
lately retired from the publio 88nioe, inconsequence of 
Cromwell's violent 01086 of the Rump Parliament, 'and 
the subsequent dissolution of the Council of State. That 
old friend of the oolony inquired, '~How is it that there 
are such divisions among you--euoh headineas, tumulw, 
disorder, injustice 1 The noise eohoes into the ears of 
all, as well friends as enemies, by every return of shipe 
ftom th086 parts. Are there no wise men among you-
JlO pubJio, self-denying spirits 1" And the letter ends 
with urging union and reconoiliation. 

The reception of Williams was at first 80 dubious, and 
his attempts at oonoiliation 80 little regarded, that he de
olared himself " like a man in a fog." He found it nec
a.ary to address a very plain and strong remollStrance 
to his fellow-townsmen of Providence, reoapitulating his 
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CIlAP'J'EB.1abors and services in behalf of the oolony, and for the 
xu. canse of" freedom of oonscience," both of whioh were 

1663. now put to hazard by their senseless contentions. This 
remonstrance had the desired. eft'eot; the town agreed 
upon steps toward oonoiliation; and Williams was de-

Aug. 27. puted. to answer Vane's letter. Having recounted, by 
way of "first answer" and excuse for their dissensions, 
the misbehavior of Coddington and Dyer, the letter adds: 
"Our 86OOnd' answer is (that we may not lay all the load. 
upon other men's baoks), that possibly a sweet cup hath 
rendered. many of us wanton and too active; for we have 
long drunk of the oup of as great liberties as any people 
that we can hear of under the whole heaven. We have 
not only been long free (together with all New England) 
from the iron yoke of wolfish bishops and their popish 
ceremonies (against whose cruel oppressions God raised. 
up your noble spirit in Parliament), but we have sitten. 
quiet and dry from the streams of blood spilled. by that 
war in our native country. We have not felt the new 
ohains of the Presbyterian tyrants, nor, in this oolony" 
---a: significant parenthesis--" have we been consumed 
with the over-zealous fire of the so-called. godly ministers. 
Sir, we have not known what an exoise means; we have 
almost forgot what tithes are, yea, or taxes, either to 
church or oommonwealth. We could name other special 
priVileges, ingredients of our sweet oup, which your great· 
wisdom knows to be powerful, except with more than or
dinary watchfulness, to render the best of men' wanton: 
and forgetful." 

Aug. 81. Commissioners from the four towns presently met, 
when it was agreed. that all past acts should be valid, 
and the government for the future according to the ohar

Se~. 11. ter. At a general election, beld shortly after, Williams 
was ohosen president, and letters of" humble thanksgiv-
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mg" were ordered to be written to his. highness the Lord ClW"l'U 

·Proteotor and Sir Henry Vane. xu. 
Hardly was Williams installed in office when a paper 1663. 

was sent to the town of Providence, no doubt by one 
Harris, who proolaimed similar sentiments at the next 
court of elections, "against all earthly powers, Parlia. 
ments, laws, oharters, magistrates, prisons, punishments, 
rates, yea, against all kings and princes," and "that it 
was blood.guiltiness and against the rule of the Gospel to 
·ex~ute judgment. upon transgressors." 

To this doctrine of non·resistance and no government, 
not altogether without its advocates even at the present 
day, Williams made the following answer: "That ever 
I should speak or write a tittle that tends to suoh an in· 
finite liberty, is a mistake whioh I have ever disclaimed 
and abhorred. To prevent suoh mistakes, I at present 
shall only propose this oase. There goes many a ship 
to sea, with many hundred souls in one ship, whose weal 
and woe is common, and is a true pioture of a common· 
wealth, or a human combination or society. It hath 
fallen out sometimes that both Papists and Protestants, 
Jews and Turks, may be embarked into one ship. Upon 
which supposal I affirm that all the liberty of con. 
soience that ever I pleaded for turns upon these two 

• hinges--that none of the Papists, Protestants, Jews, or 
Turks be forced to come to the ship's prayers or wore 
ship, nor compelled from their own partioular prayers or 
worship, if they practice any. I never denied that, not
withstanding this liberty, the commander of this ship 
ought to command the ship's course j yea, and also com· 
mand that justice, peace, and sobriety be kept and prac
ticed both among the seamen and all the passengers. If 
any of the seamen refuse to perform their service, or 
pusengers to pay their freight j if any :refuse to help in 
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CHAP'1'D. person or putse toward the oommon oharges or defeoae ; 
lUI. if any refuse to obey the COlllDlOn laws or orders of the 

1663. ship conoerning their common peace and presenation; 
if any shall mutiny and rise up against the ooOllllallde18 
and officers; if any should preach or write that there 

ought to be no commanders nor oIiOOl8, because all are 
equal in Christ, therefore no masters DOl'" otJioers, no laWl 
nor orders, no corrections DOl punishment&, I say I 
never denied but in such 0&861, whatever is pretended, 
the commander or commanders may judge, resist, oom
pel, and punish 800h transgr88BOlS aooorcIing to their de
serts and merits." 

The government of the colony thus again reorganized, 
and Williams being :reohosen governor at the next gen-

1655. eral election, a letter also having arrived froiD Crom
May 22. well confirming the gO'9'ernment as DOW established, Cod-

1656. dington presently made his appearanoe at a General 
March 14. Court, and freely submitted" with all his heart;" and 

he and Dyer, who had been engaged in violent lawsnitB 
and contentions, signed a paper signifying their submill

mon to an award of five referees, of whom Gorton was 
one, for the settlement of all disputes between them. 

The only diffioulties that DOW remained were th .. 
growing out of the opposition of William Arnold and ODe 

or two others, who had submitted to Massaohusetts, and 
out of the depredations of the two saohems of Shawomet, 

vassals also of that ooI011Y. On this subject Williams 
1656. addressed a letter to Governor Endicott, reminding him 
Nov. 15. of the suit .by Gorton's company pendiDg before his high_ 

DeBS and the lords oUbe oounoil for £2000 damages, and 
complaining of the conduct of the English aDd. Indian 
adherents of Massaohusetts, and also of a Jaw of nOll
intercourse, by whioh it was forbidden to sell to Rhode 

Island arms and ammunition even "in this bloody and 
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1D8888.0000g time"-an allusion to the internal wars then CJIAP'l"D 
D. 

pending between the neighboring Indians. The letter __ _ 

closed. with intirnatillg an appeal to his highness and his 1656. 
counoil. This intimation was not without its effect. 
The magistrates of Maseaohusetts stood. in some awe of 
Cromwell, to whom they had lately forwarded a con
gratulatory address. Williams was presently invited to May 12. 

Boston, where he presented a memorial to the General 
Court, reiteratiDg his former complaints, as to whioh some 
redress'was now granted. 

AttentionJ indeed, in Mll888.ohusetts, was speedily ab
sorbed by a new inftux of heretics, in comparison with Sept. 

whioh, Antinomians, Anabaptists, Familiste, and Seek-
ers sunk into insigni.6.oanoe. At the same meeting of 
the Commissioners for the United Colonies at whioll 
.Massachusetts had complained of the neglect of Plym-
outh in providing support for her ministers, information 
was given to that board of the arrival in Massachusetts 
of "several pel'8ODS professing ~bemselves Quakers, fit 
instruments to propagate the kingdom of Satan," and 
the oommiMioners were eamestly entreated to recom
mend to aU the colonies "some general rules to prevent 
the coming in among us from foreign places of suoh no

torions heretios." The immediate oooasion of this alarm 
was the arrival at Boston of two women from Barbadoes, 
whose names, "after the flesh," were Mary Fisher and 
Ann Austin. Their trunks bad been examined, and. 
hit books burned by the common hangman. The, 
women t.b.emeelvea had beeJl thrown into prison, and thm 
pel80DS searched for "signa" of witchcraft. 

The popular faith in witohcnft had just been grati
fied by the execution of no leas a penola than Anne 
Bibbins, Bilter of Bellingham, and widow of a magis
trate, the late oolleagae of Peters and WeIde in the 
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CU~ agenoy of the colony. This unfortunate woman's tam· 
___ per had beeD, soured--ehe had been, perhaps, a little oraz· 
1666. ed-by the unsuooessful result of an expensive and tedi. 

ouslawsuit. The story ciroulated that she was a witch, 
and at length a formal aoousation was brought against 
her. With the snspioious temper so natural to persons 
in her state of mind, she had unluokily oonjeotnred that 
two persons whom she saw talking together in the street 
must be talkiIlg about her, and chiefly on that fact the 
jury found her guilty. The magistrates refused to a()lo 
cept the verdiot, and the case went up to the General 
Court. The deputies were resolved that· the oulprit" 
high conneotions should not save her, and even those 
magistrates and ministers who thought her innocent did 
not dare to encounter the popular prejudice. So she was 
condemned and executed, as Norton joooaely remarked, 
"only for having more wit than her neighbors." 

No "devil's teats" nor other signs of witohcraft could be 
found on the Quaker women. Nothing could be oharg
ed against them except heresy, of which, after five weeks' 
imprisonment, they were found guilty, and, in conformity 
to the law, were "thr~t out of the jurisdiction." Nine 
other Quakers, men and women, who arrived soon after 
from London, experienced similar treatment. Thus ex· 
pelled from Massachusetts, Mary Fisher tumed her at
tention to what she esteemed the next most pressing field 
of labor, and set off accordingly for Constantinople. The 
Mohammedans find it diffioult to distinguish between in· 
spiration and insanity, and regard with veneration and 
awe all persons of exalted imagination. The Quaker 
prophetess passed unharmed through the Turkish armies, 
and was even admitted to an audience of the grand vizier. 
A friendly letter was sent by Gorton to the imprisoned 
Quak6l8, to whioh tbey replied, and he rejoined in a 880-

Digitized by Google 



~EW ENGLAND DURING THE COMMONWEALTH. 401 

ODd letter. He concurred with them 88 to the doctrine ClUPTER 
xu. 

of inner light, bnt not 88 to non-resistance. His letters, __ _ 
however, were consolatory, not controversial. 

'l'he Quaker sect, reoently sprung up in England un. 
der the preaohing of George Fox, W88 one among many 
other results of that violent fermentation of opinioD8 

. among part of the English Puritans, which Cromwell, to 
the. horror of the conservative Presbyterians, allowed to 
go on almost unohecked. It was, in fact, by the aid of 
the progressive section of the Puritans known 88 Inde
pendents, small in m;unber, but full of ardor and ener-
gy, ohampions of spiritual freedom against Presbyterian 
and Congregational as well as prelatio supervision,- that 
Cromwell had raised himself to the head of affairs. Of 
all these Independent sects, none proceeded so far 88 the 
Quakers in throwing. oft'the yoke of authority. The 
Romish and the English churohes were founded on· ec

olesiastical tradition; as a part of whioh, the Bible was 
inoluded. The Puritans, setting, aside all other tradi-
tions, prof~ to hold to the Bible alone, and in this 
point Presbyterians, Congregationalists, and Baptis18 
agreed. The Quakers alleged that even the Bible was 
but ,a mere dead letter unless illumined by what they 
called the "inner light"-a divine spark more or less 
bright, innate in every human bosom-the only ultimate 
and unerring test of truth and right. This, indeed, W8$ 

but one form of asserting that privilege of private judg-
ment whio4 all the Protestant ohurches zealously main-
tained as against Rome and the pope, but whioh not one 
of them would allow as against themselves--a right which 
Roger Williams, Mrs. Hutchinson, and Samuel Gorton 
had so unsuooossfully attempted to exercise in Massa
ohusetts. But this "inner light," on whioh the Quak-
ers relied, and to whioh, when it prompted them to speak 

I. Co 

1606. 
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OHAP1'BIl or act, they gave the name of" the Spirit," was not, ira 
XII. their idea of it, man'e natural rell8OD, whioh they heW 

1866. in as great contempt as religious enthusiaSts commonly 
do. They described it rather as a sort of inspiration, a 
divine illumination superior to r8880n, and often appar
ently in contradiction to it. It was, in fact, but a whinl
sieal, superstitious, ill-informed, passionate, narrow, m. 
regulated reason, right, no doubt, upon many importaat 
points, bllt often exaggerated; unwilling or 'unable 10 

justify itself by argllment or faot, and bastening to out 
short all objeotioDB and to make a deep impression on the 
imagination by olaiming for itself somewhat of intuitiu 
and divinity. 
. Under the guidance of this inner light the Quaken 
denounced war, of whi,ch, after a long intenai, the Brit. 
ish Isles had recently tasted all the horrors--honots 
which had driven even the philosophio Hobbes to advo
cate passive obedience as a means of peace. RelyiD« 
upon certain texts of the New Testament, they not only 
refused to bear arms, but even held to the doctrine 01. 
pure non-resistance, thus placing thelD881ves in direot 
and strikingoppoeition to the great body of tho Puri. 
tans, :who relied upon "the sword of the Lord" as one 
grand means of religious reformation...-& m6l1D8, how
ever, of whioh Cromwell's relentleea slaughter of the 
~h Catholics had lately given a most or.uel speoimea, 
one whioh might well raise doubts in every mind h .. 
manely disposed. . 

The Quakers .denounced perseoution for religious opia
ions, recognizing in all some mixture of truth. They 
went upon this point far beyond the I'M of the Independ
ents, who olaimed, indeed, a certain liberty of opinion for 
"the saints," but with~ut being willing tD extend it, .. 
the Quakers would, to Cathollee and Prelatists, Sooiniaa8 

Digitized by Google 



NEW ENGLAND DU.RING THE COMMONWEALTH. 403 

and in6dels. Without absolutely objecting flo politioal eRA? 
authority" for whioh, as an ordinance of God, they pro- __ _ 
feaed, indeed, a 'certain reverenoe, the Quakers de- UUS8. 
nounced, as a sort of idolatry, the slavish homage de
manded of their subjeots by rulers. They esteemed it 
allencroaohment on the worship due'only to the Supreme 
Being; and, in testimony of their opinions upon thit!r 
point, wb8ll brought before magistrates, they resolutely 
ntfosed to take oW their hats. They held to the spirit-
ual equality of the sexes, and that women, being there-
unto moved by the Spirit, had as muoh right to preaoh 
and prophecy as men. They condemned in the seTerest 
terms all ordained and paid priesth~ point in whieh 
the Anabaptists warmly oanourred with them. They 
regarded the Christian sa.orame~ts as of no' more per
manent obligation than the Jewish oeremoniallaw; they 
rejected, indeed, all religious forms except a few of the 
nry simple8t. Relying on a literal interpretation of 
Soript1l1'e--& sort of interpretation OD whioh they zeal-
Gusly insisted whenever the literal sense coincided with 
their views-they refused to take oaths; and their OOD-

duct in this respeot struck a decisive and alarming blnt 
at a means deemed by rulers of the utmost importance 
for pressing' the religious sentiment into the service of 
gove~ent. The Puritans derived their system of 
theology, politics, and morals mainly from the Old Test-
ament, with Paul's Epistles for a commentary; the Quak-
ers drew theirs chiefly from the Gospels, particularly that
according to John, in which they found a symbolizing 
style of expression, full of strong but vagne metaphors, 
peouli81'ly suited to their state of mind. They had nf) 
aympatby h, they set themselves, indeed, in direct 0p

position to, tbatfieroe. bigoted, domineering disposition 
whioh the masa of the Puritaas had imbibed from th 
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CIW"J'E& Old Testament, but they fully partioipated in that spirit 
xu. of ascetioism by whioh, indeed, all enthusiastio seots, 

1656. have ever :been distinguished, and whioh naturally re
sults from the predominance of the imagination, or the 
spiritual, over the senses, or the carnal. Hence, in com
mon with the rest of the Puritans, they zealously oon
demned the vanity of all personal adomments; they 
regarded even the perception of beauty as a mark of 
worldly-mindedness; and poetry, music, and the fine arts 
as dangerous tri1liugs, provocatives of sin. Laying aside 
all the Hattery and falsehoods of politeness, they sought 
to bring baok language to the simplioity of "yea" and 
"nay," "thee" and "thou." They denounced all th088 
ceremonies introduced into social interoourse by pride, 
vanity, and the distinction of ranks. Rejecting all other 
prefixes, they addressed all by the plain title of" Friend," 
by which also they designated themselves. The Quak
ers might be regarded as representing that branch of the 
primitive Christians who esteemed Christianity an en
tirely new dispensation, world wide in its objects; while 
the Puritans represented those Judaizing Christians who 
oould not get rid of the idea of a peculiar ohosen people, 
to wit, themselves. 

The oonverts to this DeW soot, wrought up to the 
highest pitch of enthusiasm, taking for their example the 
prop~ets of the Old Testament and the apostles of the 
New, went about under a divine impulse, or illumination, 
as they supposed, vehemently denouncing existing reli
gious establishments and practices; and, often setting at 
defiance all received rules of subordination and deoomm. 
They resorted to a more modem method of propagating 
their doctrines, in the distribution of printed traots-a 
method whioh the existing ferment of opinions in England 
had then lately first brought into fashion. 
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The appearance of these fervid enthusiasts in New En- CHAPTER 
. xu. 

'gland threw the theooraoy mto the greatest alarm. The __ _ 
existing laws of Massachusetts against heretics were not 1606. 
·thought suffioient for the occasion. A special law was 
presently enacted, in the preamble of which the Quakers Oct. 

were denounoed as "a oursed sect of heretios lately ris-
en in the world.'" To bring a "known Quaker" into 
·the ~lony was made punishable by this' law with a fine 
of £100; besides bonds to oarry him baok again, or, 
in default thereof, imprisonment. The Quaker him-
self was to be whipped twenty stripes, sent to the house 
of correotion, and kept at hard labor until transported. 
The importation or possession of Quaker books was 
striotly prohibited; all suoh books 'were to be brought 
in to the nearest magistrate to be burned. Defending 
Quaker opinions was p1lJlishable with fine, and, on the 
-third offense, with the house of correction and banish-
ment. Even these enactments did not suffice. By a 
law of the next year, the fines before imposed were in- 1607. 
'creased; every hour's entertainment of a known: Qu~er May. 

was subjected to a fine of forty shillings; every male 
Quaker, besides former penalties, was to lose one ear on 
the first conviotion, I1lld on a second the other; and both 
males and females, on the third conviotion, were to have 
their tongues bored through with a red-hot iron. Plym-
outh, Connectiout, and New Haven, on the recommend-
ation of the Commissioners fmo the United Colonies, 
adopted similar laws. 

An urgent letter was addressed to Rhode Island, where Sept. 16. 

President Arnold had succeeded Williams as Govemor, 
protesting against the toleration allowed to Quakers, and 
intimating that refusal to conform to the polloy of the 
United Colonies would be resented by a total non-inter
course. Coddington and other, prinoipal men .rward 

.. 
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OJW'TU joined the Quaken; but, as yet, little sympathy was 
xu. felt in Rhode Island for their peouliai opioioas. Thtt 

IGfi7. P,8Ople of that oolony adhered, nevertbeJeea, with admi.
rable ooDSistency, to their great priaciple of religious lib-

0.&. 18. erty. In reply to a aeoood application OIl the 8ubjee\ 
teey 8tated that, "to thoee places where these people am 
most of allsu8"ered to declare themselves &.ely, and. .., 
openly opposed by arguments ill disooarse, titer least cJ&. 
lire to ocune, 10 that they begin to loathe this place, .. 
that they ue not oppoted by the eivil autlaity, but with 
all patienGe and meeknees are 8I11I8r«l to _y over their 
pretended revelations; IlQl' are they like or able to g.u. 
many here to their way." "Surely," acWs tbi8 very I8DJ

ible letter, "they delight to be perseouted, aDd ate like 
to gain more adherents by tbe eGDeeit of their pati_ 
sufferings than by OOIlsent to their pemiDioua sayiDp." 
But neither good advice nor good example made any Un
p1't¥l8ion on the United ColODiea. A ~w law of M .... 
• 1Uetts, imposing fines on all who atteBded Quaker 
.meetiDgs, or 8poke at them, did but incIreue the diepe
aition to speak and to heaJ. In spite ef whippiDp, 
bra,odings, and oropping of ears, the buUshed Quakerl 
persisted in retnrning. They Booked, indeed, to M--. 
ebusetts, and espeoially to BostoJl, 88 to p1aoes po8M88 •• 
. wi~ the spirit of intolerance, aad therefore the DlON fa 
.need of their presence and preaobiDg. 

While thus beset by enemiQa from wi1hout, the ~ 
racy experienced also some opposition from withia. 
Though oonst.antly stretching its power, it did not take 

• single step in advance without enoounterln« a "fiIor
.0118 resistance, of which a new inst.Doe was pow • 

."iied. Cobbett, minister of LYDIle the peNeellW e1 
Clar~e and Bolme.e, barioc Ud ru. 881ary reiuoed fD 
~O a year-in 00D88If~ of wAiob, .. 'W8 are toW, t.IIIe 
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tQwn suffered a judgment by a loss of oattie destroyed by OB4Pfta 

• Adden disease to the value of. ;£300-had removed to ][JI. 

Ipswioh, which town voted to give him £100 to buy or 16M. 
Milld a house--that sum to be levied ".on all the inbab
·uts." Some of the in~bitants rosiated, and, distr818 
Ming made, George Giddings, whose pewter platten 
Iuul been aaizeel to answer the tax, brought an action for 
*-mages before Samuel Symoads, one of the magistrates. 
Symonds 8U8tained the aotion on the groupd "that it is 
tpinst a fllndamentallaw of natuze to be oompelled fA» 
,.y that whieh others do give." The oase Was oarried 
by appeal first to the County Court, and then to the Gea • 
• al Court. The deputies were disposed to "ust~in 8y .. 
BlOnds's decision; but, through the illftuen(l8 of the mag. 
iIItratea, it was finally ~ried the other way, and the rigb* 
• the town, to impoee the tax being sustained. 

In hopes to put a stQp to the annoyance of retuming 
'luakers, the Commiasioners for the United Colonies final. 16fj8. 
If reoommended that suoh &8 returned a seoond time Sept. lB. 

Ibould suffer death. The name of the younger Win. 
tbrop, who sat as olle of the oommissioners. for Conneoti· 
_t, a; man of muoh more tolerant spirit tban his father, 
ill affixed to this vote; not, however, without the follow. 
a.g qualification: "Looking at it as a quere,· and not as 
aD. act, I subscribe." But it did not long remain 'a quere. 
Ia spite of a vigorous resistance on the part of the depUe Oct. 

... , a law for the capital punish~ent of returned Quak. 
ers was presently enacted in Massaohusetts, and Marma~ 16fj9. 
duke Stephell80n of Yorkshire, William Robinson of Lon. Oct. 10. 

dpn, and Mary Dyer of Newport, were soon found guilty 
1IIlder it. Mary Dyer, formerly a oonspiouous disoiple of 
.rs. Hutohinson, widow of William Dyer, late reoordar 
ef Providenoe Plantation, was reprieved on the soat. Oct.~. 
feld, after witDeesiDg the exeou.tion of hel' two oompan. 
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CBAPTP ions, and set at liberty on petition of her 8On, on condi
XIL tion of leaving the colony in forty-eight hours. The 

161?9. magistrates vindicated the execution of the other two in 
a long Declaration, in which they dwelt with emphasis 
on the case of Mary Dyer, 88 proof that they 80ught "not 
the death, but the absence of the Quakers." There was 
this peculiarity, indeed, in all.the· New England perse
cutions, with the single exception of Gorton's case, that 
.heretics were persecuted, not 80 much 88 enemies of God, 
whom it was fit and meritorious to punish, but rather 
as intruders, whom it was desirable to get rid of, or at 
least to silence. Mary Dyer, however, did not escape. 
Impelled by "the Spirit," she presently retumed again 
to "the bloody town of Boston," where, like her fellow-

1660. convicts, she underwent death by banging. The for
Jane 1. titude, and even triumphant joy with which these vio

tims met their fate, the sympathy which their execution 
excited, and the readiness with which their places were 
supplied by others, prepared and even anxious for a like 
extremity, alarmed and intimidated the magistrates. Not 
only the doubtful effect in the colony, but the late revo
lution in. England, and the uncertainty how these pr0-

ceedings might be, regarded there, gave additional reason 
to hesitate. Several other returned Quakers were ~ 
tenced to death, but only one more. execution, that of 

1661. William Leddra, took place. Several others, condemned 
March 14. to death, were pardoned, and discharged upon acknowledg

ment of their enor. 
To prevent, as far 88 possible, the mnltiplication of 

these capital cases, the General Court, "willing to try 
all means, with as much lenity as may consist with safe.. 

May. ty," provided by a new law that any vagabond coming 
into the jurisdiction shonld be attested wherever found, 
and canie4, before the nearest magistrate, and, bei.Dg 
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proved, by confession or otherwise, to be a Quaker, CHAPTER 

should be delivered, under the magistrate's warrant, to XD. 

the constable of the town, "to be stripped naked from 1661. 
the middle upward, and tied to a oart's tail and whipped 
through the town, and thence be immediately OODveyed 
to the constable of the next town toward the borders 
of our jurisdiotion, and 80 from OODStable .to constable, 
to any the outermost town," and 80 to be whipped over 
the border. This process, in case of return, was to be 
twice repeated. Those who came in a fourth time were 
to be arrested and committed to the house of correction 
for trial at the next court; and suob as the court ·did not 
judge meet to release were to be branded on the left 
sbo~der with the letter R., severely whipped, and then 
ftogged, as before, "Out of the jurisdiction. If, afte .. -all 
this discipline, any persisted in returning, they were to be 
proceeded against" as incorrigibl& rogues and enemies of 
the common peace," und6l' the law of banishment, with 
pain of death if they retumed. Those residents who be-

eame Quakers were first to be thrust out of the juris-
diotion, and, if they came baok, were to be proceeded 
against· as vagabond Quakers. 

Meanwhile the philanthropio Eliot was pursuing his 
missionary labors, for the support of whioh the society in 
England now annually remitted a sum equivalent to about 
taOOO.. Out of this fund upward of twenty teaoherS, 
several of them Indians, received salaries of from toO to 
1200 each, and a: number of Indian youth were sup
ported and educated. No impression could be made on 
the Wampanoags and Narragansets, notwithstanding the 
threats of the praying Indians, recorded by Williams, that 
unless they submitted to the Gospel, Massachusetts 
"would destroy them by war." Even Unoas, the tool 
and favored ally of the colonists, was inflexible on this 
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CIlAPTD point, 88 were most of the eaobema, aDd eepeeially ~ 
XJL pow-wows or priests. Eliot had oompiled a form of goT_ 

1660. emment for his oonverts, bued on the institutioos of 
Moses; but the Comrui.ssione1'8 for the United Colouu., 
who bad the general oversight of the missions, and the 
administration of the funds, advised. him to be eautioUi 
how he interfered too much with the authority of the 
chiefs. Not oontent with Christianizing, Eliot wished 
also to oivilize the IndiaDs; indeed, he held oivilizati8l1 
easential to Christianity. But he found it mnoh easier 
tD imbue his oonverts with his theologioal ideas than tie 
habituate them to settled life and regular labor. Wille 
aDd rum, freely imported from Madeira and the West la
dies, proved a sore temptation to the oonverts, unpriaoi. 
pled traders violating the laws whiob -forbade JI6lling • 
the Indians. Diffioulties still more iDSOl'lllbUDtabJe Weill 

enoounterecl in the violent prejudioes of oaste whioh pre. 
vailed in New England. The first emigrants seem .. 
have entertaiDed. hopes of inoorporating the IDdiaDS intQ 

1633. their oommonwealth. A very early law had provided _ 
the assignment of lands to such Indi8D8 as might beooma 
oivilized, and for organizing them into townmipe. B. 
*he theocratio 88Otion of the Puritans were not tile men 
for a work requiriDg an enlarged benevoleaoe, a patieIR 
foI'beara:noe, and a respeot f~r human nature which forJD8i 
PO part of their oreed. In spite of Eliot's attempts " 
fzaoe the 1ndi8D8 from the ten lost tribes of Israel, the,. 
were despised 88 aavap by the Puritan oolonists,. .
hated 88 heathen. Familiar with all tba stern ~~ 
of the Old Testament history, the oolonists oomparell 
themaelves to the Israelites, the natives to the Canaan
it.ee, and New England to the promised land. It".. 
'"811 euggested that the Indians might be aaturally .. 
well .. figuratively the oIaiWna. of the devil, whoee .. 
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lfoat wonhipen the, were believed to be, apd his willing ClW'l'ft 

popila in aoroery aDd. wiiohoraCt-mere names to us, but XIL 

.. ' our fathers horrible and most detestable realities. 166'. 
The colonists, bo'ftYer, did. JlOt act up to their model. 

The Pequod territory and IOD18 other tracts were olWned 
tty OODqueat, but ill general the Indian title W&8 pur
.ailued. The pri088 appear .mall i a coat or a few hatoh
.. paid for a tmnuJbip. The TBlue, in fact, was very 
little; but it may well be questioned how far. the ohie.tJ 
*om whom theee plU'obue.s were made had any author
ity to alienaUl tb8 uda of their tribe, or how far they 
lIIIdentQod to what extent they were pe.rting with tbair 
Jitle. That ju.sticetowazd the natives, upon whioh the . 
eoloDist. of New EJ1Ilaad prided theDUJelves, was ~ 
eeientioua, indeed, but Darrow and very vindiotiv,.; 
alike igDorant &Dei oOIU'8l.s of the views, feelinp. .. 
-.s of the Indiana; holding them responsible fa • 
.mot and all8tere code, little 00DS0IUUlt, on many ~ 
to their habits or ideas; and 880ribing to the ohier. Q 

_tent of authority, and • oontrol over their people, ww.. 
.y did Dot by any m .... aotually poese88. In all their 
iatercouree with the Indiau, they iuisted strenuoualy. 
_ in the instruotioDB to Gibbons when marohing agrUDlt 
dae Narragansets, ,,_ the distance whioh is to be pb.. 

served betwixt ChriatiaDa and barbarians, ... well in "., 
as in other negotiations." 

The feelings of hatred, distrust, and contempt with 
whioh the natives were generally regarded, extended even 
to the "praying Indians," as the oonverts were called. 
They were mspeoted by the mass of the colonists of being 
aeoretly in league with the Dutch, and parties to the 
8Ilpposed hostile designs of the, Narraganeets. To judge 
by their cautions to Eliot, the Commissioners for the 
United Colonies, who admini$tered the mission fund, were 
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CHAPTER very strongly suspioious lest the converts "should only 
XIL 

___ follow Christ for loaves and outward advantage." It 1V88 

·1660. only by steady perseverance and oft-repeated importu
nities that Eliot 80 far gained upon prevailing prejudice 
as to obtain liberty to organize a ohuroh at his Indian 
town of Natiok. The missions received little, if any aid 
from the colonists, being sustained by the contributions 
from England. Out of that fund were printed Eliot's 
Indian Grammar, Psalm Book, and Catechism, followed 
first by the New Testament, and presently by the Old~ 
translated by that indefatigable laborer into the Mas
sachusetts dialect, and printed at Cambridge-the first 

1661. American edition of the Bible. Out of the same fund, 
1663. also, a small building was erected at the college for the 

special use of Indian students. Many Indians were 
taught to read and write, and one graduated at the c0l
lege. Other villages besides that at Natick, and other 
churohes, were formed. But these converted and ci"ril
ized. Indians were still treated in every respect as a dis
tinct and an inferior race, restrioted to villages of their 
own, and cut off by opinion as well as by law from in
termaniage and intermixture with the whites. What 
wonder, in spite of all Eliot's zeal and devotedness, that 
this BOheme for civilizing and Christianizing the Indians 
proved in the end an almost total failure-? 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

NEW SWEDEN. PROGRESS OF NEW NETHERLAND. ITS 
CONQUEST BY THE ENGLISH. 

I T was not against English ~noroaohments alone that CumER . 

the Dutch of New Netherland had to contend. Ussellinx, __ _ 

th~ original projector .of the Dutch West India Company, 
dissatisfied, as often happens, at his treatment by those 
who had aftile.d themselves of his projeots, had looked 
round for a new patron. To Gustavus Adolphus, king 
of Sweden, greatly distinguished a few years afterward 
by his victories in Germany, whioh saved the Protest-
ants of that empire from total ruin and raised Sweden to 
abigh pitch of temporary importance, Ussellinx proposed 1626. 
a plan for a Swedish trading company. This plan the king 
inclined to faTor, and a oharter for suoh a company was 
presently issued. ~ut the scheme was out short by the 1630. 
breaking out of the German war, and the untimely death 1633. 
of the hero of the north at the victorious battle of Lutzen. 
The plan of Ussellinx, or a. portion of it, was presently re-
vived by Peter Minuets, whom we have formerly seen di-
rector of New Netherland. After his reoall from that gov
ernment, he went to Sweden, where he was patronized by 
the celebrated Oxenstiern, minister of Queen Christina, 
the daughter of Gustavus. Furnished, by.his assistabce, 
with an armed vessel, the Key of Calmar, a tender called 
the ~riffin, and fifty D1en, MiJluets set sail to establish a 
Swedish settlement and. trading post in America. He 
touohed at Jamestown, in Virginia, took in wood and 1638. 
water, and, during a stay of ten days, endeavored. to pur- March. 
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CIIAPTE& ohase a oargo of tobaooo, but refused to show his papers, 
XllL or to state the object of his voyage, whioh was likely to 

1638. confliot with the olaims of the English as well as of the 
ApriL Dutch. Afterward, when he entered the Delaware, he 

told tbe Dutch traders whom he met that his visit was 
only temporary. But presently he bought of the Indiana 
a tract of land near the head of the bay, on the west 
shore, where he built a fort oalled Ohristina, in honOl 
of the Swedish queen-first commencement of the oolony 
of NEW SWEDEN. 

lGeft, the director of New Netherland, greatly dissatis--
JaDe. fied at this intrusion, maintained, in repeated protes1B, 

that the whole South River and Bay, as Minuets weB 
knew, belonged to the Dutch, having been in their poe
session many years, "above and below beset with their 
forts and sealed with their blood." But to these pro
tests Minuets paid no atteution. He presently sailed 
for Sweden, leaving a garrison behind of twenty.fonI' 
men, well supplied with a.nns, goods, and provisions. 
Not strong enough to attaok the Swedish fort, or un
willing to take the responsibility, Kieft referred the sub
ject to the company. Sweden, then at the head of the 
Protestant interest in Enrope, wu a powerful state, c0l
lision with whioh was not to be risked, and the compan, 
did not authorize interference with the Swedish settlen. 

The wiser course was adopted of seeking to raise the 
Dutcb province from a mere trading station to a prosper. 

Sep&. ous colony. A proclamation 'W88 i8sUOO, offering free 
trade to New. Netherland in the company's ships, ani 
transportation thither to all wishing to go. The com· 
pany offered to provide~ immigrants with lands, hOusel, 
cattle, and farming tools at an annual rent, and to sup. 
ply them with clothes and provisions on oredit, at a:a 
ad:fanoe of fifty per cent. on the prime cost. The colo-

Digitized by Google 



PROGRESS 01' NEW N'ETBERLAND. 41 ~ 

ny of Pavonia had been lately purchased up for .10,400, CIIAP'1'J:a 

10 tbat of the three large patroonships only Rensselaers- lbU. 

-rk remained. By a new" obarter of privileges and 1640. 
uemptions," patroonships were limited for the future July 17. 

110 four miles of frontage on navigable waters, with a 
depth of eight miles. Every person transporting him-
self and five otliers to the oolony was to be entitled to 
two hundred acres of land; and such villages and towns 
.. might be formed were to have magistrates of their 
own. The prohibition against making cloths was re-
pealed. The monopoly of the Indian. trade was also re
linquished, and, in place of it, & moderate export duty 
was imposed; but the company still maintained the 
monopoly of transportation to and from the oolony. The 
Dutch Reformed Cburoo was deolared the established re-
ligion, to be alone pUblioly taught; and the company UJl.. 

ciertook to provide preaohen, eohoolmasten, and "80m-
forters of the siok." 

Under this Dew arrangement a number of immigrants 
eame from Holland, some of them men of means. Some 
English indented senanis, wbo had served out their 
time in Virginia, settled also in New Netherland, where 
tiley carried on the cultivation of tobacoo. Settlers also 
still came in from New England, Anabaptists and others, 
driven away by religious intolerance. Upon all these 
mangers an oath of fidelity to the States-General was 
imposed. 

Considerable portions of the western end of Long lsl
and, the only valuable and fertile part of it, had been 
already purohased of the Indians. The whole of the pl. 

Ollt Queen" oounty was now inolnde4 in the Dutch 
limits; and, in addition to the settlements at Wallabout 
and Flatlands, another at Breukeletl 'W88 oommenoed. 1639. 
About tho aame time, Staten IslaDd, except the bowery 
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CIIAPTEll of De Vries, was granted as a colony or patroonship to 
XIU. Cornelis Melyn, while another was soon after ereoted 

1641. on the maio land extending from Newark Bay, whioh 
the Dutch called Aohter Col, to Tappan. New boweries 
were established in every direction. Two annual fairs 
were presently set up at New Amsterdam, the one for 
cattle, and the other for hogs. A" fine stone tavem" 
was built; ed, through the zeal of Captain De Vries, 
who contrasted the New England meeting-ho11888 with 
"the mean bam" at New Amsterdam, a new stone 

1642. ohuroh was erected within the inolosure. of the fort, part;
ly at the company's expense and partly by subscription. 

The settlement at Red Hill, whioh the English oalled 
New Haven, was oonsidered by the Dutch an alarmiDtJ 
encroachment. The traders at the House of Good Hope, 
on the Conneoticut, surrounded by the English "settlers 
at Hartford, were not only confined to a plot of thirty 
acres, beyond which they were not permitted to oolti.
vate, but by a variety of petty annoyanOO8 it was at
tempted to drive them away altogether. Long IaIand 
was olaimed as the property of Lord Sterling, and his 
agents in New England were busy in making granta. 
One Farrett, a Sootsman, an agent of Sterling's, pre
sented himself at New Amsterdam, olaiming the whole 
of Long Island; but he was driven away, followed by. 

1640. the jeers of the mob. A party from Lynn, in. Massa
ohusetts, attempted to settle toward the western end of 
that island, under one of Farrett's grants. They polled 
down the Dutch arms from a tree to which they were. 
affixed, and carved an "unhandsome face" in their stead~ 
Taken prisoners by a detaohment of Dutch 8Oldi~ un-. 
der Secretary Van Tienhoven, these insolent intruders, 
after apology and promise to leave the Dutch territory, 
retired to the east end of Long Island, a sandy and bar-
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ren region, where they founded the town of Soutkamp- ClW"l'a 

ton, and put themselves under the jurisdiction of Con- :xm. 
necticut. Southold, in the same neighborhood, settled 1641. 
by another Puritan party, associated itself with the col-
ony of New Haven. Kieft, in a Latin letter to the 
governor of' Massachusetts, protested against English 
encroaohments, first on the Conneotiout, then at Red 
Hill, and now on Long Island. Dudley, in reply, dis-
olaimed any responsibility for settlers who did not ao
knowledge the jurisdiction of MassaohusQtts. 

An attempt had been made to tltop.the enoroaohments 
of the English by purchasing from the Indians the lands 
along the north shore of tbe' Sound, those espeoiJ111y in 
the neighborhood of the" Arohipelago," the group of 
little islands at the mouth of Norwalk River. But set
tlers from Conneoticut, crossing the Housatonic, had 
already planted the towns of Stratford and Fairfield. 
Another party, advanoing still farther west, in spite 
of the remonstrances of the Dutch, established them
selves at Stamford. . Still another party fixed them
.lves at Greenwich, ultimately the frontier town of Con
necticut; but these last, of whom the prinoipal was Cap
tain Patrick, formerly in the employ of Massaohusetts, 
were presently persuaded to acknowledge the jurisdiction 1642. 
of the Dutch. About the same time, Mespath and April 

Gravenzande, now Newtown and Gravesend, on Long 
. Island, and Vredeland, now Westchester, on the main, Oct. .. 

w.ere occupied by Anabaptist refugees from Massachu-
88t18, under charters of settlement from the Dutch. So 
great, indeed, had. the accession of English inhabitants 
become, as to make the appointment of an English secre-
tary necessary, an office conferred upon George Baxter. 

Not oonnning their encroaohments to the coasts of 
Long Wand, the people of New Haven aspired to astab-

L DD 
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CIIAP'l'Ea lish a trading-house, and in found a settlement up the 
XlD. 

___ Delaware Bay. In the proseoution of this undertaking 
1641. lOme fifty families sailed from New Haven. They inuob
April. ed at New Amsterdam, and informed Kieft of their in

tention, against whioh he protested on the spot; but, not 
heeding this protest, they proceeded to establish them
selves, lOme on Delaware Bay, at Hog or Salem'Creek, 
Ilbout twelve miles from the mouth of the river, and 
others on the Sohuylkill. To this interference with 

. their trade the Dutch would not submit. Two sloops 
May. were dispatched from New Netherland to break up this 

settlement, an enterprise in which the commander of 
the Swedish fort readily joined. This Swedish oom
mander, "a very furious and passionate man, demeaned 
himself," if we may credit the New England account, 
"as if he had neither Christian nor moral conBCienoe." 
Under false pretenses, he got Lambetton, the leader of 
the settlement, into his power, and obliged him in pay 
a ransom. The rest he compelled in swear allegianoe 
to Sweden. As Lamber1nn persisted in trading to the 
South River, he was stopped presently after at New Am
sterdam, and compelled to give an account of his fur 
trade in the Delaware, and to pay duties on the whole. 
This proceeding gave very great offense at New HaV8ll. 
Meanwhile, the quarrel with Connecticut had gone 80 

far that Kieft proclaimed a non-interoourse with that 
colony. 

While thus in controversy with tLeir English neigla
bars, the people of New Amsterdam became involved. 
also in hostilities with the Indians. Fire-arms wen 
freely sold to the Mohawks by the colonists of ReD888-
Jaerswyk, who thus became more thu ever the terror of 
their enemies; but Kieft would allow none in be 801d to 
the Indians about New Amsterdam, upon whom, muola 
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to their disgust, he even undertook to levy a tribute. ClW'DR 

The Raritans, a tribe on the west shore of the Hudson, xw. 
were accused of having attaoked a Dutch bark with de- 1640. 
sign to rob it. They were also suspected, falsely it July. 

would seem, of stealing hogs from Staten Island. On 
these grounds, an expedition was sent against them, their 
crops were ravaged, and, in spite of the orders of Van 
Tienhoven, the leader, several warriors were barbarously 
killed. The Rantans amused the direotor with pre- 1641. 
posals of peace, ,bllttook the opportunity to attack July. 

Staten Island, where they killed four of De Vries's serv-
ants, and burned his buildings. Kieft persuaded some 
of the neighboring tribes to assist him, by o1fering ten 
fUboms of wampum for 'the head of every Raritan. 

That tribe was, IIOOD iilduoed to make peace; but, mean-
while, a new quarrel had tlroken oui'. ' 

Twenty years before, the servants of Director Minu. 

had murdered an Indian warlior, upon whose infant neph
ew, according to the notiOIl8 of the Indians, the duty de
volved of revenging his uncle's death. The _phew, 
now grown up, had performed that duty by killing an 
inoffensive old Dutchman. The murderer was demanded, 
but his tribe, who dwelt up the Hudson about Tappan, 
ref1l8ed to give him np, on the ground that, in revenging 
his nncle's death, he had only done what he ought. 

The director presently summoned a meeting of mas- Aug. 28. 

ters of boweries and heads of families to OOD811lt what 
should be done. As the harvee1; :was not yet gathered, 

they adviaed to protract ,matters :bt again demanding 

ibe murderer, but, meaawhile, to prepare for ,an ex
pedition. To..sst in these preparatioas, 11; board of 

" Twelve Men" was appointed by the oommonalty. This 
popular board preaently turned their attention to oivil af- 1642. 
fairs. Kieft's counoil oonsisted only of h~lf and La Jan. 21 
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CHAPTZR Montaigne, a Huguenot gentleman, Kieft having two 
xm. votes. The Twelve Men desired that the number of 

1642. counselors might be inoreased to five; they asked local 

magistrates for the villages; and offered several other 
8uggestions, to whioh the direotor at first seemed to 

Feb. 18. lend a favorable ear, but he soon issued a proclamation, 
forbidding the board, "on pain of corporeal punisbment," 
to meet again without his express permission, suoh 
meetings "tending to the serious injury both of the 
country and our authority." Eighty men, were sent 

March. against the hostile IndiaDS under Van Dyok, ensign in 
the company's servioe; but the guide missed his way, 
the oommander lost his temper, and the men retumed 
without meeting the enemy. The Indians, however, 
were so alarmed that they asked for peace, promising to 
give up the murderer; but this promise they never ful. 
filled. 

A new diffioulty presently arose. One of the Haok. 
ensaoks, a tribe on the Hudson opposite Manhattan, had 
been made drunk by some colonists, and then robbed. 
In revenge, he killed two Dutchmen. The ohiefs offered 
wampum by way of atonement, remonstrating, at the 
same time, against the praotice of selling brandy to their 
people, as having been the oause of the present diffionlty. 
Kieft, like Massaohusetts in the case of the PequOOs, 
would be content with nothing but blood. While this 

1643. dispute was still pending, the Mohawks attaoked ,the 
Feb. late hostile tribe about Tappan. They fled for refuge 'to 

the Dutch: who took pity on them, and gave them food; 
and they soon scattered in various directions, the greater 
part joining the Haokensaoks. There bad been all along 
at New Amsterdam a peace party, headed by De Vries, 
who counseled patienoe and forbearance, and insisted on 
the necessity of keeping on good' terms With the In. 
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dians; and a war party, led by Secretary Van Tienhoven, CIW'TElt 

restless, passionate, and eager for blood. At a Shrove- xm. 
tide feast, warm with wine, Kieft was persuaded by 1643. 
some leaders of the more violent party to improve the 
present opportunity to punish the Indians so lately en
tertained at New Amsterdam for not having fulfilled 
their former promise to give up the murderer. In spite 
of the remonstrances of Bogardus, La Montaigne, and De 
Vries, two companies were fitted out, one of soldiers, 
under Sergeant Rodolf, the other of volunteers, headed 
by a chief instigator of the expedition, one of the late 
Twelve Men, -Maryn Adriaensen, once a freebooter in 
the West Indies. There were two encampments of the 
Indians, against which these two companies proceeded, Feb. 25. 

"in full confidence," so their commission says, "that 
God would crown their resolution with success." The 
Indians, taken utterly by surprise, and supposing tbem-
selves attacked by the formidable Mohawks, bardly 
made any resistance. De Vries tells us, in his Voyages, 
that, being that night at the director's house, be dis-
tinotly heard the shrieks of the victims sounding ac1'088 
the ioy river. Warriors, old men, women, and ohildren 
were slain without mercy, to the number of eighty or 
more. Babes, fastened to the pieces of bark which the 
Indian women use as cradles, were thrown into the 
water, and the miserable mothers, who plunged in after 
them, prevented by the Dutch party from relanding, 
perished with their infants. The wounded who remain-
ed alive the next morning were killed in cold. blood, or 
thrown into the river. Thirty, however, were taken 
prisoners and carried the next day to New Amsterdam, 
along with the beads of several others. 

Some inhabitants of Long Island, with a like madap
petite for blood, asked permission to attack their Indian 
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CHAPTD neighbors. These Indians had always been good friends 
xm. of the Dutch, and Kieft reCused permiaeion; but advant-

1643. age Wll8 taken of some ambiguity in his answer, and an 
expedition was soon sent to plunder their corn, in the 
oomse of whioh two Indians were slain. 

Roused by these injuries, eleven petty tribes, some on 
the main land, and the others on Long Island, united to 
make war on the Dutch, Wh088 scattered boweries now 
extended thirty miles to the east, twenty miles north, and 
as far south from New Amsterdam. The houaes were 
burned, the cattle killed, tbe men slain, and several women 
and ohildren made prisoDers. The Indians, partially 
supplied with fire-arms, and wrought up to the highest 
pitch of rage and fury, were truly formidable. The ter· 
riDed and ruined colonists Hed on all sides into New Am· 

. March 1. sterdaril. Roger Williams was there on his first voyage 
to England. ." Mine eyes saw the Barnes of their towns," 
he writes, "the frights and hurries of men, women, and 
ohildren, and the present removal of all that oonld to 

March4. Holland." A fast was proclaimed. The director, as
sailed with reproaohes and in danger of being deposed, 
was obliged to take all the settlers into the oompany's 
servioe for two months. Adriaensen the freebooter, lead. 
er of the volunteers in the first attaok on the Indiaos, 
attempted an unsuooessful expedition, during whioh he 
1aad the mortification to see his own bowery ruined. 
Finding himself, on his return, stigmatized &8 a murder. 
er for having instigated the massacre at Haokensaok, in 

March 21. a violent fit of passion he attaoked Kieft, pistol and outlass 
in hand. But he was diaarmed, and, in spite of the ef. 
forts of his partisans to release him, Wll8 presently sent 
prisoner to Holland. 

The Indians, Satiated with revenge, 800ll made ad. 
vances toward a reoonoiliation, which the Dutch eager. 
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1y met. De Vries proceeded to Rooka.way, where an in- CBAPTBR 

terview was had with one of the prinoipal hostile ohiefit. xm. , 
He was persuaded, with several of his ~~rriol8, to visit 1643. 
New Amsterdam, and a treaty of peace. was speedily March 26. 

arranged. A month after, the Haokensaoks and other April 12. 

tribes on the river oame into. the same arrangement. 
put the presents given were Dot satisfactory, and they 
went away in no very good hwnor, 

Shortly a.fter this paoification, Kieft wrote to the Com- July. 

missioners for the United Colonies of New England, con
gratulating them on their recent union. He complained, 
however, of certain misrepresentations lately made to the 
Dutch embassador in London by Lord Say and Hngh 
Peters, the Massachusetts agent, and he desired to know 
whether the commissioners intended to uphold the people 
of Conneotiout in their" insufferable wrongs," especially 
their treatment of the Dutch residents at the fort of Good 
Hope. The commissioners, at their next meeting, sent Sept. 

baok, in reply, a whole batch of complaints on the part of 
Connectiout and New Haven, to whioh Kieft rejoined, vin
dicating the Dutch title to the shores of the Sound. 

While the director was engaged in this controversy, 
New Amsterdam was visited by Sir Edmund Plowden, 
whose grant of New Albion has been mentioned in a for
mer chapter. But the" Albion knights," as they were 
called in the oharter, bad no means to enforce their pre
tensions, and the earl-palatine presently retired, to Vir
ginia, without any attempt at the conversion of the twen
ty-three kings of Charles or Delaware River, set forth 
in the patent as the great object of the grant. 

Meanwhile, the Indian war broke out anew. A tribe 
on the Hudson, north of the Highlands, whioh had taken 
no share in the former war, attaoked and plundered a 
Dutch canoe coming from Fort Orange, laden with furs. 
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OJIAJ"J'D The frontier boweries were again assailed by a new OOD

mr. federacy of seven tribes, some of them inhabitants of the 
1643. main land and others of Long Island. The colony of 

Achter Cul, behind Newark Bay, was attacked by the In
dians and completely ruined. It was at this time that 

Oc&. Mrs. Hutchinson was sleJo, with all of her family, except 
a little daughter taken prisoner. The Lady Moody'~ 
settlement at Gravesend was also attacked; but she had 
a guard of forty men, who repulsed the IndillJl8. 

In this emergency the commonalty had again been 
Sept. 13. resorted to. A meeting of the inhabitants had been called 

by the director, and a board of " Eight Men" appointed 
to aid and advise in the conduct of the war. To pre
vent the English settlers from leaving . the province, fifty 
or more were taken into the company's pay, the com· 
monalty having agreed to meet a third of the expenae. 
Underhill, one of the beroes of the Pequod war, whose 
former residence in Holland had made him familiar with 
the Dutch language, and who had lately removed to 
Stamford, was appointed to command the Dutch soldiers. 
Application was also made at New Haven, through Un
derhill and Allerton, a New England merchant much 
employed in trade with New Netherland, for an auxiliary 
force of a hundred and fifty men; but the people of that 
oolony had not forgottep their expulsion from the Dela. 
ware; they doubted, also, the justice of the quarrel, and, 
on that ground, refused their aid. The" Eight Men," 

Oct. M. in an appeal to Holland, . give an affecting account of 
the wretched condition of the colony. The inhabitants, 
driven from their boweries, of which only three remain
ed on the Island of Manhattan, were mostly clustered 
in straw huts about a ruinous and hardly tenable fort, 
themselves short of provisions, and their cattle in danger 
of starving. A palisade, kept up for the next fifty years, 
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where Wall-street now runs, was presently erected. as a CBAPTD 

protection for New Amsterdam. , xm. 

Several expeditions against the Indians were mean- 1648. 
while und,ertaken. Counselor La Montaigoe, with a foroe Dec. 

of three companies, Dutch burghers nnder Captain Kny-
i'M, English colonists und6l' Lien~nant Baxter, and Dutch 
&oldiers under Serg~ant Cook, orossed to Staten Island. 
The Indians kept out of the way, but their village was 
burned, and several hundred bushels of corn were de
moyed. The same party proceeded soon after in three 
yaohts against the Indians near Stamford, who had com-
mitted. great ravages. They landed at Greenwich, and 
marched all night through the snow, but found no enemy. 
Having returned in no good humor to Stamford, one of 1644. 
the Dutchmen got into an altercation, of a Sunday after- .Jan. t. , 

noon, at Underhill's house, with Captain Patriok, the 
founder of Greenwioh, at whose snggestion ohiefly the 
expedition had been undertaken. Patriok resented a 
oharge of treaohery by spitting in the Dutchman's face. 
The Dutchman drew a pistol and shot him dead on the 
spot. This Patriok, it will be remembered, had accom-
panied Winthrop in tbe migration to Massaohusetts, and 
had been employed, along with Underhill, to teaob mili-
tary discipline. '~He was made a freeman," Winthrop 
tells us, "and admitted a member ofthe ohuroh at Water-
town; but, being proud and otherwise vioious, he was left 
of God to a profligate life, which brought him at last to 
destruction by the hand of one of that people from whOlll 
he s.onght protection after he had fled from the yoke of 
Christ in the Massaohusetts, the striotness of whose dis-
oipline he would neither bear in the ohuroh Dor yet in 
the country." 

The expedition, however, was not wholly unsuooossfni. 
Four of the Stamford people volunteered to hunt up the 
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CIUPTER Indians, and, under their guidance, some nve-and-twenty 
XlIL of the boldest of the party surprised a small Indian village, 

1644. killed several women, and made prisoners of an old man, 
two women, and some children. The Indian prisoner, to 
earn favor, offered to sbow the way to tbe forts of tbe 
Tappan Indians; and Baxter and qock, witb sixty-five 
men, were presently sent on an expedition tbither. They 
found the Indian castles strong and well adapted for de
fense, nine feet high, studded with port-boles, and boilt 
of five-inch timbers, bound with beavy beams. But the 
Indians were gone, and tbe forts were empty. The in
vaders marched some forty miles into tbe country, kill
ed an Indian or two, took prisoners some women and 
ohildren, destroyed a little com, set me to the forts, and 
returned to New Amsterdam. 

Another expedition was direoted against a tribe on 
Long Island, hitherto esteemed friendly, but reoently ac
oused of seoret hostilities. Tbe Dutcb had given the 
llame of Hemstede to the distriot inhabited by this tribe. 
La Montaigne sailed with a bundred and twenty men, 
Dutch soldiers under Cock, English led by Underhill,: 
and burghers under Pietersen. Underhill, with eigbt
een men, marohed against the smaller village, and La 
Montaigne, with'the main body, against the other. Botb 
parties were completely suooessful. They took tbe vil
lages by surprise, and, with the loss of only one killed 
and three wounded, slew upward of a hundred Indians. 
But the victory was disgraced by atrocious oruelties 
on two Indian prisoners, backed to pieces with knives 
in tbe streets of New Amsterdam. 

Captain Underhill having been sent to Stamford to re
connoiter, was presently dispatched, witb Ensign Van 

Peb. Dyok and a hundred and twenty men, in three yaohts, 
upon a new enterprise against the IndiaD8 in that neigh-
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borhood. He landed at Greenwioh, and, after a tedious OBAPTER 

maroh in the sJiow, orossing on the way a rooky hill, and XIIL 

fording two rivers, silently approached the Indian village 1644. 
by moonlight. It was situate behind a mountain, whioh 
sheltered it from the north winds, and contained three 
rows or streets of wigwams. A large number of Indians, 
8888mb1ed to celebrate some festival, made a desperate 
resistanoe; but, after an hour's fighting, during which 
many Indians were slain, the village was set on fire, and 
all the horrors of the Pequod massaore were renewed. 
It was said. that five hundred perished in the battle or 
the flames. Large fires were kindled,_ and the victors 
slept on the field. Fifteen Ud been wounded, but none 
killed. They reaohed Stamfard the ne:Jt day at noon, 
where they were kindly entertained.by the English set-
tlers, and, two day. after, arrived at New Amsterdam, 
where a public thanksgiving was ordered. 

Some of the hostile tribes now. uked for peaoe, but 
others still oontinued the war. The Dutch West India 
Company, made bankrupt by the expenses of military 
operations in the Brazils, was quite unable to afford any 
888istanoe, and a bill for 2622 gilders, $104(), drawn 
upon it by the direotor,whioh some of the New En
gland traders at Manhattan had cashed, came baok pro-
tested.. The director imposed an exoise duty on wine, June 21. 

beer, brandy, and beaver. Though no aid oould be ob-
tained from Holland, unexpected but opportune aasist-
'anoe arrived from Curaooa, in a body of a hundred and 
thirty soldiers lately expelled from Brazil, where the Por
tuguese had risen against the Dutch. The inhabitant. 
of Cur8.f;O&, who did not need, and had no means to main-
tain these soldiers, sent them to New Amsterdam; and July. 

their arrival enabled Kieft to dismiae, but "in the most 
oivil manner," the English auxiliaries hitherto employed. 
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CHAPTER These soldiers wele billeted on the inhabitants, and the 
XUL excise duties wele continued to provide them with cloth. 

1644. ing. The Eight Men denied the light to levy these 
Au'... taxes, and the brewers resisted; but Kieft insisted OD 

Oct. 28. payment. Presently the Eight Men appealed to Hol-
land in a protest complaining in emphatio terms of 
Kieft's conduot in the origin and progress of the war. 
The inhabitants also expressed their opinions with much 
freedom, and the shout-fiscal at New Amsterdam soon 
had his hands full of proseoutions for defaIn&tion of the 
director's oharacter. 

A part of the English settlers at Stamford sought 
safety from the Indians by crossing to Long Island, where 
they commenced a settletnent at Hempstead, under a 

NOT. 16. Dutch patent, on the lands of the lately-exterminated 
1640. tribe. The next spring some friendly Indians wele taken 
ApriL into the Dutch service, and Kieft, having paid a visit to 

Fort Orange, entered into a treaty with the Mohawks, 
by the terror of whose name the other 'hostile tribes were 

Au,. 30. induced to agree to a firm peaoe. In oase of fu.tura dif
fioulties, application was to be made for redress by the 
Indians to the Dutch director, and by the colonists to the 
Indian sachems. No Indian was to approach Manhattan 
armed, nor were armed colonists to visit the Indian vil
lages, unless conduoted thither by some Indian. Mrs. 
Hutchinson's captive danghter was to be given up on 
ransom. The treaty was approved by the assembled 
oitizens of New Amsterdam, alld a day of general thank. 
giving was ordered. Advantage was taken of this peaoe 
to obtain some additional cessions on Long Island, and 

Oct. 16. Vlissengen, now Flushing, was granted to a company 
of Anabaptist refugees from Massachusetts. 

Rensselaerswyk, the only portion of the province which 
had escaped the ravages of this war, had received, two or 
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three years before, an aooession of settlers, among them CIUPTD. 

John Megalapolensis, a "pious and well. learned minis- XIIL 

tel," to whom we are indebted for the earliest extant 0.0· 1642. 
oount of the Mohawks. Under the guns of the Fort 
Aurania, but within the jurisdiction of the patroon, a 
little village had sprung up near the bend of the river, 
and hence familiarly known among the inhabitants as 
the Fuyk, or Bevers/ullk, but officially as Beverswgk, 
the present Albany. Here a church bad been built, and 
here resided Van Cuyler, the president-commissary; also 
Vander Donck, graduate of the University of Leyden, 
shout· fiscal of the oolony, and author of a Description 
of New Netherland. 

Very jealous of his feudal jurisdiction, aspiring, in 
fact, to a substantial independence, the patroon would 
grant no lands unless the settlers would agree to reo 
nounce their right of appeal to the authorities at New 
Amsterdam. He was equally jealous of his monopoly of 
importation; but Van der Donck, unwilling to be esteem. 
ed l'the worst man in the colony," especially" as his 
term of office was short," was rather backward in en· 
forcing the severe laws against irregular trade. This 
lukewannness produced a violent quarrel between him 
and the zealons Van Cuyler. Van der Donck was even 
accused of secretly fomenting among the inhabitants a 
spirit of discontent against these r~gulations, represented 
" as an attempt to steal the bread out of their mouths" 
--a discontent whioh showed itself not only in a pro
test against Van Cuyler, signed" in a circle," but even 
in violent threats against that faithful officer's life. 

In the midst of these oontentions, Van Cnyler was in. 
formed that a party of Moha w~ warriors, returning suo
Ol!ssCuI from an inroad into Canada, bad brought with 
them ~veral Frenoh prisoners. France and Holland were 
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(lHA:PTER allies, and Van ·Cuyler, in hopes to 1'8.Il$Om these prison
XDL ers, made a journey into the Mohawk country, the beauty 

1642. of whioh he greatly admired. He was received with 
August. mnoh kindness, and feasted on wild turkey j but the Mo

hawks could not be persuaded to part with their prison
ers, the prinoipal of whom was Father Jogues, a zeal
ous Jesuit missionary. They promised, however, to 
spare their lives, and twelve Indians esoorted Van Cuy
ler back to Beverswyk. 

1643. The next year, on one of their trading expeditions to 
July. Fort Orange, the Indians brought their prisoner with 

them. While there, news was reoeived of a repulse 
which the Mohawks had suffered in Canada. It was 
believed that, on his retum to the Mohawk country, 
Jogues would certainly be burned, and the Dutch com
mandant advised his escape, and offered to assist in it. 
After many contrivances to evade the vigilance of the 
Indians, he was concealed in the hold of a sloop, but was 
almost stifled with bad air. The Mohawks, greatlyen
raged, threatened vengeance, but were induced at laM to 
aoeept a ransom. Sent to New Amsterdam, where he 
was kindly received by Kieft, the rescued missionary wu 
presently fumished with a passage to Holland. The next 

1644. year similar good offices were performed toward Father 
.Breesaui, another Jesuit missionary captured. by the Mo
hawks . 

.As security against interloping traders, a fort and trad
ing house were built on a precipitous little islet in the 
Hudson, eight or ten acres in extent, called Bear's, now 
Rensselaer's Island, near the son them boundary of the 
colouy. Watch-master Coorn, to whom the command of 
the fort was intrusted, was directed to demand of all ves-
1!I81s passing a toll of five gilders, and the lowering of 
their &ga, in acknowledgment of the staple right of 
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Rensselaerswyk. Skipper Lookennans, of the yacht cuAP'1'EJl 
Good Hope, on a voyage to Fort Orange, being hailed. lUll. 

and ordered to lower his colors, replied scornfully, with 1644. 
an oath, that he would strike his flag for nobody" save July 5. 

the Prince of Orange and the high and mighty lords 
his masters." Thereupon Coom let By at him divers 
ehots, one of which perforated the" princely flag" df their 
high mightinesees the States-General, whioh the intr!,pid 
skipper held in his hands the while, raised just above bis 
head. Van der Huygens, shout-fiscal of New Nether. 
land, avenged this insult by a proseoution against Coorn, 
who was condemned in damages. A protest was also 
entered against the fort on Bear's Island. Bllt the pa. 
troon was not inclined to relinquish any of his claiIDB, 
and Coorn's zeal was presently rewarded by promotion to 
the office of shout-fisoal, in Vander Donck's place. 

The settlements about New Amsterdam, almost ruin· 
ed by the late war, could hardly muster a hundred men. 
Of thirty flourishing boweries, but five or six remained. 
The complaints against Kieft, and the disastrous condi • 
. tion of the colony, caused muoh disou8Bion among the 
direotors of the West India Company. It appeared, in· 
deed, from a statement of &ooounts, that New Nether. 
land, up to this time, had 008t "the company more than 1638. 
half a million of gilders, 8200,000, over and above all 
receipts. 

Kieft had Battered himself that the little Swedish colo. 
ny on the Delaware would be broken up for want of sup. 
plies, and during the first three or four years it was in 
some danger. Bllt soon Queen Christina appropriated 1642. 
a liberal sum for its benefit, and John Printz, lieutenant August. 

colonel of oavalry, was sent out as governor, with a com. 1643. 
pany of soldiers and a number of settlers. Toward the 
Du~ at Fort Nassau, unl8111 molested by them, he was 
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CIlUTBa to observe friendly conduot. He was to treat the na
lOlL tives with" great kindness and humanity," and not to 

1643. allow any violence or injustice; to instruct them in the 
Christian religion, and to Imcure their good will and at
tachment by underselling the Dutch and English traders. 
But the trade in furs was to be strictly confined to the 
Swedish Company's agents. He was to pay particular 
attention to the oultivation of tobacco and the propaga
tion of sheep and oattle i to find out if silk and wiD. 
could be produced; to attempt the manufacture of salt 
from sea water; and to explore the mineralogy of the 
country. Oak wood and walnuts were to be sent home 
as ballast, the nuts to see if they would not produce oil. 
The colony was to be governed according to "the laws, 
oustoms, and usages of Sweden." Punishments were 
not to be inflioted except according to "ordinances and 
legal forms," and by the advice of the" most prudent 
assessors of justice" to be found among the inhabitants. 
Especially Was he enjoined "to render to Almighty God 
the true worship which is his due, according to the Con· 
fession of Augsburg, the Council of Upsal, and the oere
monies of the Swedish Church i" looking well after the 
religious instruotion of the young, and taking care that 
" a good ecclesiastioal discipline" be maintained. Some 
Dutch farmers had established a little settlement under 
the Swedish jurisdiotion, some twenty miles below Chris
tina. Printz was authorized, if he deemed it expedient, 
to remove them to a somewhat greater distance, but was 
specially instructed to respect their rights, and to allow 
them the free exeroise of their religion. 

The new governor established his residenoe in a fori 
of hemlock logs, at Tinioum, or New Gottenbu.rg, an isle 
anc;1..eight or ten miles below the mouth of the Schuyl
kill. . He built at the mouth of Salem Creek, the site 
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of the recent New Haven settlement, broken up jnst eJIAPS'D 

before his arrival, another fort, called. Eisenberg, whioh XID. 

mounted six or eight twelve pounders. and commanded 1643. 
the channel of the river. All vessels passing were re· 
quired to lower their Hags and submit to an examination. 
OhristiM, near the preeent site of Wilminpn, the ohief 
Swedish fort and trading post, was well stored with mer. 
ohandise for the Indian trade. Still another post, at the 
mouth of the Sohuylkill, direotly in front of the Dntch 
fort of Beversreede, out 01£ the Dutch from the Indian 
trade in that quarter. Fort Nassau, near by, but on 
the opposite side of the river, the ohief DutQh station on 
the Delaware, was but ill supplied. with goods, and the 
larger share of the trade fell presently into the hands of 
iihe Swedes. Some tobaooo plantations were also estab· 
lished, oultivated by indented. servants and transported 
oriminals. 

The Swedish oolony was so successful as soon to be 
able to send home tw.o vessels loaded with tobaoco and 
b.eaver. Owing to the war between Denmark and Swe. 1644_ 
den, these vessels were obliged. to put into a Dutch 
port, and the Dutch West India Company immediately 
olaimed the per centage on their cargoes, payable, as re· 
cognitions, by all vessels trading to New Netherland. 
An angry correspondenoo eDsued between the Swedish 
embassador and the Dutch government •. · The olaim of 
duties was at length abandoned, but any aoknowledg-
ment of the territorial claims of· the Swedes was oare-· 
fully avoided. .. 

Printz built a ohuroh at New Gottenburg, ~nd, in COD·· 

formity to his instructionS, the Swedish Lutheran wore 
ship was regularly established. there, under the ad.miJlis.; 
tration of John Campanius as minister . 

. To the remonstrauces of the. Commissioners for the 
I. E E 
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CHAPTER United Colonies of New England against the expulsion 
xm. from the Delaware of the New Haven settlers, Printz re-

1644. turned a respeotful answer. But the Swedes and Dutch, 
though .they· did not agree among themselves, still com
bined to exolude the New England. trBders. A vessel, 
fitted out by a Boston company, entered the Delaware to 
ascend in searoh of the great interior lakes, of which the 
English had heard some rumor, and whence the ohief 
8upply of beaver was said to come. Though provided 
with letters and a commission from the governor of Mas
sachusetts, this vessel was olosely followed by two pin
naces, one Dutch, the other. Swedish, was forbidden to 
trade with the Indians, and not allowed to pass the 
Sw.edish fort. 

1646. The Dutoh themselves were soon threatened with a 
similar exolusion. They were forbidden to trade at the 
mouth of the Sohuylkill, or to attempt any settlement 
on the west bank of the Delaware.· The Dutoh who 
visited Printz's head-quarters were overwhelmed with 
profane abuse. Nor did it always end there, for they 
often returned "bloody' and bruised." 

Exoluded from the Delaware, the New Englanders. 
pressed their ~noroaohments toward the Hudson. High 
up the Housatonio, near a hundred miles in the interior, 
the: people of New Haven established a trading post, with 
the design, as the Dutch alleged, of drawing off the In
dian trade from Fort Orange. The post of Good Hope, on 
the Connectiout, was still exposed to oonstant annoyances. 
The people of Connectiout complained of it as a refuge 

Sept. for runaway servants and oulprits; and in an angry oor
respondence between Kieft and the New England Com
missioners, all the old points of quarrel were revived and. 
reviewed. 

Kieft meanwhile became more and more. unpopular. 
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Among other stretches of authority whioh made the peo- CHAPTER 

pIe of New Netherland complain that "under a king xm. 
they could not be worse treated," he had denied the 1646. 
right of appeal from his decisions to the authorities in 
Holland. Doughty, the Anabaptist minister of Mespath, 
on Long Island, having olaimed an appeal in a case con-
cerning his right to the lands of that village, was fined 
twenty-five gilders and imprisoned twenty-four hours for 
his presumption. Van Hardinbnrg, a merohant of New 
Amsterdam, presuming in the like way,' was subjected 
to a similar penalty. This raised a great clamor; and 
even a new batch of prosecutions for libel could not pro-
tect the unpopular director from being called by very hard 
names, and threatened with still rougher usage whenever 
he should lose the proteotion of his office. He became' 
involved in an unfortunate quarrel with Bogardus, the 
minister, whom he aoo~sed of drunkenness in the pUlpit. 
Bogardus retorted from that very pulpit "in the most 
brutal manner," and followed up the controversy with 
the greater zeal when the recall of Kieft beoame present-
ly known. 

In consequence of the numerous and loud complaints 
against Kieft, the directors of 'the West India Company 
had resolved to intrust the government of New Nether
land to Petrus Stuyvesant, the governor of Cnr&QOa, 
whom a wound, received at the siege of St. Martin's, 
then occupied by the Portuguese, had obliged to re
turn to Holland. He was appointed DireCtor-general 
of New Netherland, still retaining a nominal authori
ty over the distant islands of Cnrac;oa, Aruba, and Bon 
Air, which were to be governed by a vice director. It 
was resolved, also, to remove the remaining restric
tions on the trade of New Netherland, by throwing 
open the right of imports and exports to free competi .. 
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CIW'TER tiOll; but New Amsterdam still remained the sole pori 
xw. ___ of entry. 

1647. The tragioal oiroumstances of Kieft's death were es
teemed by Winthrop, who, doubtless, expressed the opin
ion of his fellow-oolonists, as exhibiting "an observable 
hand of God" in favor of" his poor people' of New En
gJand," and plain marks of" divine displeasure toward 
suoh as have opposed and injured them." Kieft sailed 
in a ship richly laden with furs, to the value, it was 
said, of near 8100,000. But, in co~uence of having 
two Jonaba on board--so, at least, Winthrop, thought-
fUgitives from New England justice, who had sought 
refuge at New Amsterdam, and whom the Dutch au
thorities had refused to deliver up, the ship was cast. 
ashore on the coast of Wales, and Kieft and some eighty 
others perished-aD event "sadly to be lamented," as 
Winthrop admits, "on account of the calamity," but 
whioh he relates, nevertheless, with very evident zest, 
as a, palpa6le judgment on New England's enemies. 

Virginia and Maryland, the two English colonies on 
the south, numbered, by this time, some twenty thou
eand inhabitanq,; New England, on the north, counted 
near as many more; while the whole of New Nether
land 'b"d hardly two or three thousand colonists, even in· 
cluding the Swedes on the Delaware. Bev8lswyk was 
a hamlet of ten houses; New. Amsterdam was a village 
of wooden huts, with roofs of straw, and ohimneys of 
mud and stioks, abounding in grog-shops, and places for 
the sale of tobacco and beer. At the w8t8f; end of Long 
Island were six plantations under the jurisdiotion of the 
Dutch, but several of them were inhabited entirely by 
EDglish. Under the oharter of 1629, these villages en
joyed the privilege of a magistraoy, aoting ohielly as a 
local tribunal, annually selected by the director from a 
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Viple nomination made by the magistrates of the previous CBAJI'J'BR 
xm. 

year. Offioers corresponding to a constable aad olerk __ _ 
were named by the director. Even this limited enjoy- 1647. 
ment of a local magistracy did not extend to New Am
sterdam, where the director and fisoal acted in that char-
acter. 

The director, who possessed very extensive and in. 
definite powers, was aided by a counoil varying from 
one to five in number. This council constituted, also, 
a court of appeals from all the other jurisdictions, in .. 
cluding the patroonships, in whioh the patroons, as 100al 
lords, possessed the right of holding courts, and inflioting 
even capital punishments. The patroons had, besides, 
a great many feudal privileges, imitated from Holland, 
among others, the right of grinding all the com of their 
tenants, and taking a oertain toll upon it, with exclusive 
privileges of huntiDg and fishing. Staten Island, one of 
these patroonships, had a few settlers; there was also a 
little village at Bergen; but most of the plantations west 
of the Hudson had been broken up by the late Indian 
war. To Van Slyok, of Breukelen, on aooount of his 
eminent servi088 in redeeming prisoners from the In .. 
dians, and bringing about a peace, the new colony of 
Xatakill had been lately granted. Breukeltm, about the 
aame time, first received a village oharter. Van der 
Donok, for his assistance in negotiating the treaty with 
the Mohawks, was invested with the colony of Nepper
haem, just above the Island of Manbattan, now Yonkers. 

Stuyvesant's arrival was greeted by a congratulatory Au,. 

letter from the United. Colonies of New England, wind. 
ing up, however, with a list of complaints. The set. 
tlement of this long.8~ding New England dispute had. 
been espeoially oharged upon the new director. But 
fresh subjects of controversy soon arose, and matters ... 
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CugfE& swned a dubious aspect. As a last effort, Stuyvesant 
___ prooeeded to the House of Good Hope, to negotiate in per-

1650. son with the New England Commissioners. His first 
Sept. protocols were dated New Netherland, to whioh the com

missioners objected, as assuming jurisdiotion of the place 
of meeting. It was finally arranged that Stuyvesant 
should date from Connectiout, which might be under
stood. of the river as well as of the colony; the ooDllllis
sioners, on their part, dating from Hartford, but leaving 
out New England. The matters in dispute related to 
boundaries, the entertainment of fugitives, and to several 
specifio injuries mutually alleged, all of whioh it wu 
finally agreed to refer to four arbitrators, all of them 
English, two named by Stuyvesant, and two by the com. 
missioners. By their award, all the eastern pait of Long 
Island, composing the present county of Suffolk, was .. 
signed to New England. The boundary between New 
Haven and New Netherland was to begin at Greenwich 
Bay, to run northerly twenty miles into the oountry, and 
beyond "as it shall be agreed," but nowhere to approach 
the Hudson nearer than ten miles. The Dutch retain
ed their fort of Good Hope, with the lands appurtenant 
to it; but all the rest of the territory on the river was 
assigned to Connectiout. Fugitives were to be mutual
ly given up. 

The question as to the Delaware, left unsettled, led 
speedily to new troubles. The project of planting on 

1651. that river was revived at New Haven. A company of 
adventurers bound thither touohed at Manhattan, and, 
relying on the late award, and on le~rs from the gov
emors of New Haven and Massachusetts, freely avowed 
their purpose. Stuyvesant, however, seized the ship, 
detained the emigrants, and, to strengthen the Dutch 
interest on the river, on the very spot whioh the New 
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Haven adventurers had intended to oooupy, and within CBAPTft 
xm. 

five miles of the ,Swedish fort of Christina, he built __ _ 
Fort Oasimir, on the present site of Newoastle. This 1601. 
was denounced at New Haven as a violation of the late 
treaty; and the war which broke out between Crom-
well and the Dutch suggested the idea of the conquest 
of New Netherland. A plot was even alleged between 
the Dutch and the Narragansets for the murder of all the 
English colonistB. Of the proceedings in New England 
on that oooasion, a full account has been given already. 
Of the d~positions taken a.t New Amsterdam by the New 
England agents to sustain the charge against the Dutch, 1603. 
that of Underhill's was very strong against his late em-
ployers. Subsequently to the Indian war, Underhill had 
settled on Long. Island. Not content with swearing 
against the Dutch, he joined, as we have seen, with some 
inhabitants of Rhode Island in a sort of privateering ex
pedition against them. The firmness of Massachusetts 
in refusing to take part in the ·war prevented any hos-
tile action by the United Colonies; while the speedy 
peace between Holland and England cut short an enter-
prise which Cromwell had authorized. 

The inhabitants of New Amsterdam, by petition to 
the authorities at home, had lately obtained municipal 1602. 
privileges similar to those enjoyed by the villages--a 
board of magistrates, or city court, composed of two bur
gomasters and five schepens, annually selected by the di-
rector from a . double nomination made by the magistrates 
of the preoeding year. Advantage was even taken of 
the embarrassments consequent upon the threatened war 
with New England to hold a convention of'two dele- 1603. 
gates from each village, to demand. for the people par
ticipation in the enactment. of laws and the appoint-
ment of magistrates. The immigrants from New En-
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CIUPTIlIR gland, of whose fidelity to their oaths in case hostilitiel 
J[JJJ. 

___ should commence Stuyvesant had very great doubts, took 
1653. an active part in this movement. The convention W8I 

dissolved by the director, who rejected its demands .. 
extravagant and absurd, sneering at their New England 
onglO. His authority, he declared, was derived nora 
"God and the West India Company," and needed not 
the supporting consent of a wavering and ignorant multi. 
tude. By his own authority he proceeded to assess upoa 
forty-two of the principal inhabitants sums varying in 
amount from fifty to two hundred gilders, t20 to tSO, 
toward the defense of New Amsterdam against the 
threatened invasion from New England. Stuyvesant'. 
cavalier treatment of the insolent commonalty-indeed, 
his conduct throughout the whole affair was warmly ap
proved by the company in Holland. 

The danger on the side of New England was hardly 
over, when the Swedes, by stratagem, got possession of 
Fort Casimir. B~t things in Europe had DOW greatly 
ohanged. Sweden was no longer a formidable power, 
and the West India Company sent orders to Stuyvesaat 
to subdue the Swedes, and take exolusive possession of 
the· South Bay and river. 

1666. After a year's preparation, the Dutch director, with a 
force of six. hundred men, embarked for the Delaware. 
The Swedes, whose whole population did not exceed &eTen 
hundred persona, did not feel themaelves strong enough 
for resistance. The Swedish posts submitted in suooes
sion, and New Sweden, after an independent existence 

Sept. of seventeen years, was again absorbed into New !'lethe 
erland. All oivil connection with the mother COWltry 

was sev:ered, but the Lutheran Churob of !'lew Sweden 
continued to recognize an eoolesiastical dependence even 
down to the period of the American Revolution. Suob 
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at the inhabitants as OODI6nted to take the oath of alle- 0JW'DIl 
xm. puce to the States-General were guaranteed the poe- __ _ 

l888ion of their lands and other property. The few who 1606. 
refused were shipped to Holland. 

While the director was absent on this expedition, the 
1Ddians, who had not yet forgotten their old quarrel, ap
peared before New Amsterdam in sixty-four canoes. 
They caused great alarm, made -some prisoners, and 
did some damage; but dispersed and disappeared when 
iihe Dutch forces returned. 

The affairs of New Netherland now began to improve. 
Settlers came in from various quarters; among the rest, 
lODle Jews, fugitive Protestants from Bohemia, France, 
Switzerland, and Italy, and fugitive sectaries from New 
England, where religious intolerance was now more vio. 
lent than ever. Already New Amsterdam was a ooe- 1606. 
mopolitan city. Stuyvesant, as a Calvinist, hated the 
Lutherans; he shared with the English colonists a de
testation of t~e Quakers. But his bent toward perse-
oution was ohecked by his superiors at home, who sent 
arders that the same religious indulgence which made the 
parent city a general asylum for the oppressed, should 
prevail also in its namesake at the mouth of the Hudson. 
. The West India Company was largely concemed in 

the slave trade, and some slaves were imported into New 
Netherland. Most of them remained the property of the 
oompany, and the more trusty and industrious, after a 
certain period of labor, were allowed little farms, pay
ing, in lieu of all other service, a stipulated amount of 
produce. This emancipation did not extend to the chil. 
dren,"a circumstance inexplicable and highly displeasing 
to the commonalty of New Netherland, who could not 
1lI1derstand "how anyone born of a free Christian m0-

ther could neverthel818 be a slave." 
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CHAPTElL To strengthen the colony on its southem frontier, 
XIIL 

___ where encroachments from Maryland began to be appre-
1656. hended, the West India Company sold to the city of Am. 

sterdam the tract along the west shore of Delaware Bay, 
from the Brandywine to Cape Henlopen. A colony was 
sent out, consisting principally of persons bound to serv· 
ice; in spite, however, of the penalty of death imposed 
upon runaways-a penalty imitated from the Maryland 
ood~these. involuntary i~igrants iled in numbers to 
the neighboring Maryland settlements. But the city of 

1659. Amsterdam persevered, and, by a subsequent grant, re
ceived from the West India Company the whole westem 
bank of the Delaware. Fendal, governor of Maryland, 
claimed this district, at least all of it below the fortieth 
parallel of latitude, as a part of his province j but thia 
olaim, subsequently renewed by Lord Baltimore, was 
pertinaciously denied by the Dutch, who insisted on their 
right by prior occupancy. 

Amicable relations had all along existed between New 
Netherland and Virginia. A trade, undisturbed by the 
short war between England and Holland, had been carried 
on, satisfactory to both parties; and, notwithstanding a 
parliamentary ordinanoe; a considerable part of the tobaooo 
of Virginia, even of that destined for England, seems to 
have been shipped in Dutch vessels. After the Restora-

1660. tion this intercourse still continued, and Stuyvesant art
fully attempted, but without succees, to obtain from 
Berkeley an express acknowledgment of the Dutch title 
to New Netherland. 

Meanwhile, new danger was threatened on the side of 
1659. the restless New Englanders. Connecticut, still intent 

on conquest, had solicited Richard Cromwell to send an 
expedition against Manhattan. The region on the upper 
Hudson Was olaimed as falling within the ohartered lim. 
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its of Massachusetts, the ground being taken that the CHAPTER 
XIIl. 

late arrangement of boundaries related only to Connec- __ _ 
ticut. Some adventurous citizens of Massachusetts, hav- 1669. 
ing obtained from the Commissioners for the United Col-
onies a letter to that effect, applied to Stuyvesant for 
leave to ascend the Hudson for the purpose of establish-
ing a settlement on its upper waters. 

No sooner had Connecticut obtained a royal charter, 1662. 
embracing, also, the territory of New Haven, as will be 
related in a ·subst!quent chapter, than claimS began to 
be put forth under it to Long Island, Westchester, and 1663. 
all the main land east of the Hudson. Several of the 
Dutch towns on Long Island, inhabited principally by 
English settlers, petitioned Connecticut to take them un· 
der her jurisdiction. Stuyvesant, greatly alarmed, went in 
person to Boston 1? inquire of the Commissioners for the 
United Colonies if they considered the former treaty bind. 
ing. Agents were sent on the same errand to Hartford. 

The New England Commissioners and the magistrates 
of Connecticut promised fairly, but their conduct still 
continued to excite suspicion; and, notwithstanding the 
contempt he had formerly expressed for popular assem· 
blies, Stuyvesant followed the example of his predecessor 
in calling together~ for advice and consultation, a body 
of deputies from the several villages and settlements. 
They recommended an appeal for protection to the West 
IDdia Company and the States-General. Another sim-
ilar assembly, called the next year, did but repeat the 1664. 
same bootless advice. The time had come, at length, 
when the English claim to New Netherland, so often in-
sisted on, was now, at last, to be enforced. 

Shortly after the restoration of Charles n., the Duke 
of York, the king's brother, had purchased up the vari
ous claims of Lord Sterling under the grants from the 
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CIIAPTEll extinot Counoil for New England, already 80 often m8ll
XDL tioned. This purchase was presently oonfirmed by a 

1664. royal oharter oonveying .a great American territory 1;0 

March 12. the duke, called NEW YORK, in honor of the proprietary 
-not Lord Sterling's provinoes only, but the larger 
part of New Netherland also. This territory included, on 
the east, the traot between the St. Croix and the Perna
quid, one of Sterling's provinces; and on the west the 
region between the Connecticut and the Delaware, with 
all the islands south and west of Cape Cod. Swallow
ing up New Netherland, enoroaching also on the char
tered limits of Massachusetts and Connectiout, this new 
province oompletely embosomed within its wide oircuit 
the old Puritan oolonies of New England. 

Before any intimation had been given to the Dutch 
of impending hostilities, three ships were dispatched with 
six hundred soldiers, and Sir Robert Niohols, Sir George 
Cartwright, and Sir Robert Carr as commissioners, 1;0 

Aug. take possession of New Netherland for the Duke of York. 
They touched at Boston, and asked there for additional 
IOldiers; but, as the same oommissioners were also au. 
thorized to investigate certain complaints against the 
government of Massachusetts, of which an aooount will 
presently be given, their reception in that oolony W8I 
sufficiently oold. Without waiting for the action of the 
General Court, without whose Raotion, as Endioott and 
the magistrates alleged, no soldiers oould be raised, the 
oommissioners, after a short delay, proceeded toward New 
Netherland. The newly-ohartered oolony ofConnecticui 
was more zealous, and Winthrop, the governor, went per
sona~ly on board the squadron, which presenily came to 
anchor within Sandy Hook. 

Rumors of an intended invasion had reached Manhat. 
tan; but the West India Company, suffering 88 it was 
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UDder pecuniary embarrassments, had refused to fur. CHAPTER 

Dish means of defense even against Connectiout. Stuy. XlD. 

vesant, a stout- old soldier, zealous for his employers, 1664. 
'Would willingly have stood a siege; but the Dutch in· 
habitants were lukewarm, while the English, no incon. 
siderable portion of the colonist&, were seoretly, indeed, 
some of them openly, favorable to the invaders. 

After a few days' negotiation with the commissioners, 
and muoh warm dispute between the direotor, who strug
gled hard to maintain his authority, and the burgomas
ters and prinoipal inhabitants of New Amsterdam, who 
were resolved not to run the risk of an attaok, through 
the mediation of Winthrop a liberal oapitulation was ar· 
ranged. The Dutch colonists, besides the privileges of 
free denizens of- the new province, were to be allowed 
free trade with Holland. The Dutch law of inheritanoe 
was to continue in force, assuring an equal distribution 
to all the ohildren. The Dutch Reformed Churoh was 
to enjoy its privileges, and the colonists their freedom 
of worship. 

With this change of masters New Amsterdam ohanged 
its name to NBw YORK, a designation bestowed alike on 
the new province and its oapital city. Thou~h muoh 
improved unqer the administration of Stuyvesant, this 
embryo mercantile metropolis of the western world 
consisted as yet of but a few narrow streets, near 
the southern extremity of the Island of Manhattan. 
There were a few buildings of handsome appearance, 
oovered with tiles brought from Holland; but most of 
the houses were small thatched cottages, and Niohols 
complained that it was impossible to find bedding in the 
town for his soldiers. 

While Niohols remained at New York as govemor of 
the new provinoe, Cartwright, another of the commisaion-
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CHAPTER ers, with one of the ships and a detaohment of troops, 
XUL 

___ ascended the Hudson; and the colony of Rensselaers-
1664. wyk, with Fort Orange and the town of Beverswyk, 
Sept. 29. quietly surrendered. That town, from one of the Duke 

of York's titles, was presently called Albany. Carr, the 
Oct. third commissioner, entered the Delaware with another 

vessel, and the surrender of the posts and settlements on 
that river completed the conquest. 

1667. At the treaty of peaoe between Holland and England 
July. some three years afterward, as a compensation for the 

1088 of New Netherland, the Dutch were allowed to re
tain the colony of Surinam, in Guiana, then lately plant
ed by some English adventurers, but captured by the 
Dutch during the war. 

The policy of this exohange was long doubted by many, 
who thought colonies within the tropics more profitable 
than plantations in North America. For the first hun
dred years Surinam kept pretty equal pace with the col
ony of New York. Considerable annoyance was experi
enced by the new possessors from a body of refugee ne
groes, desceBdants of some wfto fled to the woods at the 
period of the conquest; but a treaty was at length ef
fected, by whioh, in consideration of a certain annual 
tribute, they agreed to restore all future runaway slaves 
to the colonists. Surinam, by the aid of Dutch capital 
and an aotive slave trade, presently advanced with rapid 
strides. It was one of the D.rst Amerioan plantations 
into whioh the oultivation of coffee was sUOO6ssfully in
troduced. But, about the time of the American Revo
lution, it received a terrible oheck in a servile insur
rection, resulting, after a destructive war, in the estab
lishment of a second independent negro community' in 
the rear of the colony. The cessation of the slave trade 
having put a stop to inorease by importations, the popu-
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lation of Surinam, under the joint influence of slavery CHAPTER 

and bad government, has ever since been wasting away. xm. 
With a vast unsettled territory, it now numbers scarce 1667. 
fifty thousand inhabitan~ striking contrast to the 
growth of Ne'Y York. 

By the simultaneous treaty with France, the province 
of Acadie, muoh to the disgust of the people of New En-
gland, was restored to its anoient possessors, without 
any precise speomoation of limits, but inoluding by 
name La Have, Cape Sable, Port Royal, St. John's, and 
Pentagoet, Frenoh name for Penobsoot. As Temple ob-
jected to surrender the province till his interests were 
provided for, the king agreed to repay his expenditures 
to the amount of £16,200. Upon the strength of this 
promise, peremptory orders were sent out to give up the 1669. 
province to the Frenoh. But Temple never received 
his money. One effeot of this surrender was a great 
ourtailment of the eastern portion of the Duke of York's 
province. 

Digitized by Google 



448 HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES. 

CHAPTER XIV. 

NEW ENGLAND UNDER CHARLES II. 

CIW'TBJl THE Puritan colonists of New England had watched 
XIV. with DO little anxiety the rapid progress of that revolu-

1660. tion in Great Britain whioh restored. Charles II. tc h. 
July. father's thrones. The same ship that brought to Boston 

the first news of the Restoration, brought also two of the 
~gioid.e judges flying for their lives, Whalley and GofFe, 
high military officers ~der Cromwell. Courteously re
ceived in Massaohusetts by Governor Endicott and the 
magistrates, they remained there for some time without 
disguise or conoealment. The news, indeed, by this ar
rival, was by no means deoisive. The General Court 

Oct. of Massaohusetts met at its regular session, and adjourn
ed. without taking any notice of the changes going on in 

NOY.80. England. Some weeks after, full aocounts were received 
of the re-establishment of royalty; of the Aot of Indem~ 
nity, and the exoeption from it of all those concerned in 
the death of the late king; of the execution of Peten 
and the imprisonment of Vane; with information from 
Leverett, the colonial agent, of numerous complaints by 
Royalists, EpiscopaJians, Baptists, and Quakers, already 
preferred against the colony. 

Dec. 19. Upon the arrival of this unwelcome news, the Gener. 
al Court, oalled together in speoial session, adopted an 
apologetioal address, in which New England was ingen. 
uously personified as the king's "poor Mephiboshetb, by 
reason of lameness, in respect of distance, not until now 
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appearing in his presence, kneeling with the rest of his CHAPTER 

subjects before his majesty as her restored king." This XlV. 

address was transmitted, by the hand of Temple, the pro- 1660. 
prietary of Nova Scotia, lately a resident in Massaohu. 
setts, on w~ose friendly and favorable representations to 
the king much reliance was p1aoed. It excused, at con· 
siderable length, the oapital punishments inflicted on the 
Quakers, and prayed for the continued and undisturbed 
enjoyment of the existing oivil and religions institutions 
of the colony. At the same time was sent a similar ad. 
dress to Parliament, and. letters to old Lord Say anel 
other Puritan noblemen, whoee concurrence in the Res.. 
totation might be 8Uppoeed to give them some present 
interest at court. 

The fugitive regioides had already retired to New 1661. 
Haven, thus escaping a royal order for their arrest whioh 
presently arrived at Boston by the hands of some zeal. Feb. 

ous young Royalists, .to whom the General Court of Mas
il&Chusetts intrusted its exeoution. The magistrates· 
wrote a pressiDg letter on the subjeot to Governor Leet, 
of New Haven. The Commissioners for the United Col. 
onies of New England, at their meeting .. few months Sept .. 

afterward, issued their proolamation also against these 
fugitives. But, with all this show of zeal, there was no 
intention to give them up, if it could be avoided. By 
great privacy and the aid of faithful friends, they re· 
mained undiscovered, and were presently joiaed by Col. 
onel John Dixwell, another of the late king's judges.. 
In spite of diligent efforts -for their arrest, all thr~ fin.· 
ished their days in New England. Dixwelllived open. 
ly at New Haven under a feigned name; the other two 
remained in concealment, sometimes in Conneoticut, 
sometimes in Massachusetts. 

As further evidenoe of their loyalty, the magistrates of 
I. FF 
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CHAPTER Massaohusetts passed a censure on Eliot's "Christian 
XIV. Commonwealth," a treatise compiled some years before 

1661. by that indefatigable missionary as a frame of govern
ment for his converted Indians, but whioh, in his sim
plioity, he had lately allowed to be printed in England 
as a model, in the unsettled state of English politics, 
worthy to be adopted for the establishment there of a re
publioan commonwealth on "a Scripture platform." 
Conforming to the necessity of the times, Eliot himself 
made a publio and solemn retraotion of the anti-monar
ohioal prinoiples contained in this book, and the oiroula
ting copies of it were ordered to be called in and destroy-

May. ed. A general thanksgiving was also appointed in ac

knowledgment of the king's graoious reception of the 
colony's address. 

Alarmed by repeated rumors from England of changes 
intended to be made in their government, the General 

June. Court, at their meeting shortly after, judged it proper to 
set forth, with the assistanoe of the elders, a distinct dec
laration of what they deemed their rights under the char
ter. This declaration claimed for the freemen power to 
choose their own governor, deputy governor, magistrates, 
and representatives; to prescribe terms for the ~ion 
of additional freemen; to set up all sorts of officers, su
perior and inferior, with suoh powers and duties as they 
might appoint; to exeroise, by their annually-elected 
magistrates and deputies, all authority, legislative, ex
ecutive, and judioial; to defend themselves by force of 
arms against every aggression; and to rejeot any and 
every imposition whioh they m,ight judge prejudioial to 
the colony. This statement of rights might seem to 
leave hardly any peroeptible power either to Parliament 
or the king. It accorded, however; suffioiently well with 
the praotioe of the colony ever since its foundation-a 
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practice mamtained with equal zeal against both royal CHAPTER 
XIV. 

and parliamentary interference. 
At length, after more than a year's delay, Charles II. 1661. 

was formally proclaimed at Boston. But all disorderly Aug. 

demonstrations of joy on th6 oocasion were strictly pro
hibited. None were to presume to drink the kingls health, 
which, the magistrates did no~ scruple to add, "he' hath 
in an especial manner forbidden;" meaning, we must sup-
pose, that the king spoke in their laws. As if to make 
up in words what was wanting in substance, a second 
loyal address, in the extremest style ofOrieIital hyperbole, 
designated the king as one" of the gods among men." 
A royal order· had arrived, the result of solicitations 
made in England, requiring the discontinuance of oorpo-
real punishments inflicted on Quakers; and an aot was 
aocordingly passed suspending the perseouting laws. 

As it still1"emained doubtful what the king might do, 1662. 
Bradstreet, one of the founders of the colony, and a mag- Jan. 

istrate from the beginning, with Norton, the popular 
minister of Boston, were seleoted to proceed to England 
as agents, not,' however, without a good deal of opposi-
tion, the governor and deputy governor being opposed to 
it. This appointment was considered so dangerous, that 
the agents did not accept it without requiring a guarantee 
of indemnity against any damage they might sustain by 
detention or otherwise. A sum of money to pay their 
expenses was raised by loan. They were specially in
struoted, among other things, to obtain leave to enaot a 
penal law against Quakers. 

Bradstreet. and Norton were oourteously reoeived in 
England. But they found affairs there in a bad way for 
the Puritan interest. Notwithstanding the part taken 
by the Presbyterians in bringing baok the king, and the 
promises he had made them, E pis<lopaoy was altogether 
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CHAPTER in the a.soendant. By the Corporation Aot laloely p888ed, 
XIV. all municipal magistrates were required. to renounoe the 

1662. Solemn League and Covenant, and to iake the sacrament 
aooording to the rites of the Church of England. The 
Aot of Uniformity had restored the Liturgy, the canons, 
and the oeremonials, replaoing the Churoh of England 
exactly as it stood before the meeting of the late Long 
Parliament. All clergymen who refu.sed to oonform were 
to lose their cures. To this pressure by far the greater 
part both of the clergy and laity quietly submitted. But 
a considerable portion of these foroed conformists still re
tained many of their old sentimentB, thus constitutiDg. 
the basis of that Low Church party, or party verging to
ward Presbyterianism, one of the two great sections iaio 
which the Church of England has ever sinoe been divided. 
Near two thousand. clergymen, however, headed by Owen 
and Baxter, rather than renounce Presbyterianism, suf
fered themselves to be driven from their cures. They 
found many adherents among the laity, especially the 
traders and oraftsmen of the towns and. oities, and. be
oame the fathers of that nonconformist body whioh bas 
constituted ever since an important element in the polit
ical and social system of England. Swept thus suddenly 
from the headship of an established Qhurch, these Pre&
byterian ministers had now the mortification to find them. 
selves confounded with the Independents, BaptistB, Qua. 
kers, and other sectaries whom they hated. Exposed to 
all the old persecnting statutes, now revived in full force, 
they were forbidden to preach without a bishop's license 
and the use of the Liturgy, under a pe~alty of three 
months' imprisonment. 

With the late leaders of the Independents it had gone 
still harder. Several of them had been alreadyexeonted 
for their concern. in the late king's death Sir Henry 
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Vane, formerly governor of Massachu~tts, and always CHAPTER 
• rr. ed . XIV. a firm frlend of New England, .presently sUuer a Slm- __ _ 

ilar fate. Others were concealed or in exile. The In- 1662. 
dependents were far before their time. Their short 
reign was over. The prese, wbich Cromwell had left 
free, was now again subjected to a strict censorship. 
These ohanges in the mother country occasioned some 
emigration to New England, but not to· any great ex-
flent. ' 

The Massachusetts agents presently returned, bearers Sept. 

of a royal letter, in which the king recognized the cbar • 
. ter, and promised oblivion of all past offenses. But he 
demanded the repeal of all laws inconsistent with bis 
due autbority; an oatb of allegiance to tbe royal person, 
as formerly in use, but dropped since the commence
ment of the late oivil war; the adniinistration of justice 
in bis name; complete toleration for the Cburch of En
gland; tbe repeal of the law which restricted tbe privi-
lege of. voting and tenure of office to churoh members, 
ad the SUbstitution of a property qualification instead; 
finally, the admission of all persons of bonest lives to the 
saoraments of baptism and the Lord's Supper. Little 
favor was sbown for tbe Quakers; indeed, liberty was 
expressly given to make a "sbarp law" against tbem-
a permission eagerly a vaHed of j;o revive the act by 
which vagabond Quakers were ordered to be wbipped 
from town to town out of the jurisdiction; those resi-
dent in tbe colony being subject to fines and other heavy 
penalties, and liable, if tbey returned after being once ex
pelled, to be 'fIreated as vagabonds. 

Tbe olaimants for toleration, formerly suppressed 
with such prompt severity, were now encouraged, by 
the king's demands in their favor, again to raise their 
heads. For the next tbirty yea~s the people of Massa-
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CHAPTER ohusetts were divided into three parties. A very de
XlV. oided, though gradually diminishing majority, S1l8tain-

1662. ed with ardor the theocratio system, ana, as essential to 
it, entire independence of external control. At the op
posite extreme, a party j small in numbers and feeble in 
in1luence, advocated religious toleration, at least to a 
limited extent, and equal civil rights for all inhabitants. 
They advocated, also, the supremaoy of the crown, sole 
means in that day of ourbing the theocracy, and com
pelling it to yield its monopoly of power. To this party 
belonged the Episcopalians, or those inclined to become 
such, the Baptists, Quakers, and other sectaries, who 
feared less the authority of a distant monaroh than the 
present rule of watchful and bitter spiritual rivals. In
termediate was a third party, weak at first, but daily 
growing stronger, and drawing to its ranks, one after 
another, some former zealous advocates of the exclusive 
system, convinced that theocraoy, in its stricter form, 
was no longer tenable, and some of them, perhaps, begin
ning to be satisfied that it was not desirab1e. Among 
the earliest of these oonverts were Norton and Brad
street, the agents, who oame back from England im
pressed with the necessity of yielding. But the avowal 
of suoh sentiments was fatal to their popularity; and 
Norton, accustomed if> nothing but reverence and ap
plause, finding himself now looked at with distrust, soon 
died of melanoholy ,and mortification. 

The vigor of the theocratio system, by the operation 
of internal causes, was already somewhat relaxed. In 
spite of the doctrines of total depravity, speoial grace, 
and personal regenerat,ion, the influence of parental ten
derness had induced the founders pf the New England 
churches to extend from themselves to their "infant 
seed" the privileges of baptism -and a partial churoh 
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membership. Among these baptized ohildren, now grown CHAPTER 

. up, were many men of property, reputable lives, and so- XIV. 

oial influence, who conformed striotly to all the observ- 1662. 
anoos of the established religion, whioh they had been 
eduoated to regard with pI?found veneration, but who 
did not feel, and who were too sinoore and too honest to 
counterfeit those spiritual eostasies, that ohange of heart, 
and inward assuranoe, in whioh, by the creed of the 
New England churches, saving faith was supposed to 
consist. Laoking this essential qualification, they hesi-
tated to oomplete what their fathers had begun, by ask-
ing admittance as full churoh members to the Lord's 
Supper i but they insisted, at the same time, on securing 
for their children, also, the .spiritual benefits of baptism, 
.md the oivil privileges of ohurch membership. This de-
mand, for some years past, had been an anxious subjeot 1667. 
of consideration, especially in Connectiout, where the 
ohurohes were muoh tom in pieces by it, sO that a 
Massaohusetts counoil had to be called in to promote a 1669. 
reconoiliation. About the time of )the return of the 
agents, a synod met to take this subject into considera-
tion. The majority of the ministers, alarmed at the as-
pect of things in England, and always better informed 
and more liberal.than the majority of the ohuroh mem-
bers, were willing to enlarge. somewhat the basis of their 
polity. Under the influenoo of Mitohell, minister of 
Cambridge, sucoossor o~ the "holy, heavenly, sweet-af
fecting, and soul-ravishing" Shepherd, the synod came 
to a result "the same with that agreed upon by a select 
counoil of Massaohusetts' ministers five years before, au
thorizing what was oalled the "half-way covenant i" 
the admission to baptism, that is, of the ohildren of per-
sons of aooeptable oharaoter, who approved the confession 
of faith, and had themselves been baptized in infancy, 
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CHAPTD though not ohurch members ill full oommunion. This 
XlV. result was approved by the Masaaobusetts General 

1662. Court. But a large party, narrow, and stUf, and resolute 
in the monopoly of spiritual and civil privileges, still stiok
led with great pertinacity for the old-fashioned exclusive
ness, 80 that several of the ministerS did not dare carry 
out in their own parishes that result of the synod whioh 
they had been active in proouring. 

Davenport and Chauncey protested against the balf
way covenant. Inorease Mather, the young and able 
minister of the second Churoh 6f Boston, opposed at first 
the result of the synod; but he afterward ohanged his 
mind and gave it his support. This question, which 
continued for several years a subject of dispute and in
quietude, gave occasion to several pamphlets. The p:ret!S 
at Cambridge was kept, however, under a striot censor
ship, Mitchell being one of the censors; nor was any 
other press allowed to be established. 

Conneotiout and Rhode Island, having favors to ask, 
had been more prompt thaD Massaohusetts to acknowl-

1660. edge the authority of Charles II. Winthrop for COD
necticut, of whioh colony he was governor, and Clarke 
for Rhode Island, presented themselT88 at Charles's 
court in quest of oharters. The season was propitious. 
The Restoration, at least for the moment, was a sort of 
era of good feeling. Winthrop might be subject to sus
pioion as the son-in-law of Hugh Peters; but his talents, 
his soientific acquirements--he was one of the founders 
of the Royal Sooiety-and his suavity of address, se
cured him many friends. The aged Lord Say introduced 
him to some influential courtiers, and he seems to have 

1662. encountered little difficulty in obtaining the oharter 
April 23. which he sought. That instrument, following the teJ1rul 

of the old alleged grant to the Earl of Warwiok, estab-
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liahed for the boundaries of Connectiout the Narragan- CHAPTER 
XIV. 

set River, the south line of Massachusetts, the shore.of __ _ 

the Sound, and the Pacmo Ocean. It thus not only 1662. 
embraced a large part of the continental portion of Rhode 
Island, but the whole of New Haven also--an absorp-
tion about which the inhabitants of that colony had not 
been consulted, and with whioh, at first, they were not 
very· well satisfied. 

Clarke, the Rhode Island agent, found a friend in Clar
endon, the prime minister; but, iD. the course of his so
licitations, he was obliged to expend a OODSiderable sum 
of money, for whioh he mortgaged his own house in New
port, and whioh the colony was a long time in paying 
back.· . He. encountered, also, . obstruction in the faot 
that the greater part of Providence Plantation had just· 
been inoluded in the oharter of Conneoticut. An agree-

. met, presently entered into between Clarke and Win
throp, fixed foJ" the limit between the two colonies the 
Pawcatuck, deolared to be the Nanasanset River men
tioned in the Conneotiout oharter; ·and this agreement 
was speoially set forth in the oharter of RHODB ISLAND 1663. 
AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS. July 8. 

The oharters thus granted vested in the proprietary 
freemen of Conneotiout and Rhode Island the right of 
admitting new assooiates, and of ohoosing annually from 
among themselves a govemor, magistmtes, and repre
sentatives, with powers of legislation and judioial au
thority. No appellate jurisdiotion and no negative on the 
laws were reserved to the orown any more than in the 
oharters of Massaohusetts and Maryland; but all enact
ments, as in the other English plantations, were to co~
form, as near as might be, to the laws of England. Ex
cept this authority of English law, allegiance to the orown, 
and the superintending power of Parliament, Whatever 
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CHAPTER that might be, Connecticnt arid Rhode Island were seIf-
~ h ___ governed; 80 muoh 80, that these same royal 0 arters 

1663. remained the basis of their polity long after they became . 
independent states. 

Historians have expressed surprise that, under the 
reign of Charles II., charters 80 demooratic should have 
been granted. But, in a legal point of view, in the grant 
by the orown of independent jurisdiotion, they did not 
differ from the other oharters hitherto granted for plant
ations in Amerioa. The only difference was in vesting 
that jurisdiction in a corporation of resident freemen, in· 
stead of an English corporation or a single proprietor, 
with or without a looal assembly. The dispute with 
Massaohusetts was still in embryo. The inconveniences 
of suob independent governments had not yet attraoted 
attention. Twenty years after, when Penn obtained the 
grant of Pennsylvania, intervening experience, 88 we shall 
presently see, caused the insertion into his oharter of sev. 
eral additional safegnards for metropolitan authority. 

The inhabitants of Rhode Island still adhered to the 
great principle of whioh Roger Williams had been so con· 
spiouous an advocate, not of toleration merely, but of re
ligious freedom and equality. "It is muoh in our hearts 
to hold forth a lively experiment, that a most Hourishing 
civil state may stand, and best be maintained, with a full 
liberty of religious concernments;" 80 they stated in their 
petition for a oharter; and the oharter itself provided 
" that no person within the said colony shall be molest
ed, punished, disquieted, or called in question for any 
differences of opinion in matters of religion who does not 
actually disturb the civil peace; but that all and every 
person and persons may at all times freely and fully have 
and enjoy his and their own judgments and consciences 
in matters of religious concernments, they behaviDg 
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themselves peaceably and quietly, and not using this CHAPTER 
XIV. 

liberty to licentiousne88 and profaneness, nor to the oivil __ _ 
injury and outward disturbance of others." 1663. 

It does not appear that the people of Rhode Island 
either desired to insert, or were anxioos to enforce the 
dangerous and inoonsistent proviso about licentiousness 
and profaneness-quite suffioient, indeed, to defeat the 
whole prior grant, since it is only under one or the other 
of these pretenses that opinions have any where been 
perseouted. Yet how diffioult it is to aot up to a prin
oiple in the face of prevailing prejudice and opposing ex
ample! The Rhode Island laws as first printed, many 
years posterior to the oharter, oontain an express exolu
sion from the privileges of freemen of Roman Catholics, 
and all persons not professing ChriStianity. These laws 
had undergone repeated revisals, and it is now impos
sible to tell when these restriotions were first introduced, 
though probably not till after the English revolution of 
1688. Statutes were also enaoted in ·Rhode Island, as 
in the other oolonies, prohibiting labor or amusements on 
Sundays. However open to cavil, yet these laws do not 
materially diminish the oredit of Rhode Island as pioneer 
in the cause of religious freedom; for in whioh of our 
statute-books, even at this very day, are not similar in. 
consistenoies to be found ? 

The priTileges of freemen were restrioted in Rhode 
Island, by aot of the colonial assembly, to freeholders and 
their eldest sons. For the long period that Rhode Isl
and remained ohiefly an agrioultural community, this 
limitation was hardly felt as a grievance. Very lately, 
in our day, amid a manufaoturing population, it excit
ed serious discontents, oooasioning almost a civil war, 
only appeased by the adoption of a more liberal provision. 
The qualifications required of freemen in Connectiout 
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c~ were not materially clliferent. Tbe right to beoc;me 
Xl. suob was secured to all inbabitaDu. of " civil, peaceable, 

1663. and bonest convenation," posseuing ;£20 estate, about 
,66, "besides their penons," whioh, by a subsequent 
aot, was explained to mean besides personal property. 

This preference of a property qualification instead of 
the spiritual one of churob membership, and the known 
inolination of Connectiout toward the half-way covenant, 
were reasoDS, among otbers, of the unwillingness of New 
Haven to coalesce under the new charter. The New 

Sept. Haven people appealed to the Commissioners for the 
United Colonies of New England against this invasion 
of their independence on the part of Connecticut. But 
the advice of that body; the alarm oooaaioned, the next 
year, by the grant of New York~ which extended as far 
eaat as Connecticut River, and threatened thus to ab
IiIOrb New Haven under a far less oongeIrlaI jurisdiction; 
more than all, Winthrop's prudent and conoiliatory meas
ures, at length consolidated tbe new colony, of which for 
the next fourteen years·he was annually chosen governor_ 
The office of deputy governor, at first he8towed on Ma
!IOn, for several years before deputy govemor of Connecti
cut and acting governor in Winthrop's absence, was pres-

1667. ently given to William Leet, of New Haven, one of the 
original planters of that colony, ita last governor, and, 
after Winthrop's death, his suooessor as governor of the 
united colony. Connectiout, thus oonsolidated, contain
ed nineteen towns, distributed into four oounties: New 
Haven, Hartford, Middlesex, and New London. A su
perior court of law and oounty courts were established. 
Tbe peouliar usages of New Haven being abandoped, the 
laws of Connecticut were extended to the whole prov
ince. The theocratic system of New Haven thus lost its 
legal establishment, but the administration of the entire 
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colony was long greatly inlluenced by theocratio ideu. CJIAPTER 

The ~s and ohurohes, upheld by taxes levied. on XIV. 

the whole population, retained for many years a pre- 1663. 
dominating and almost unlimited authority. No other· 
assemblies for publio worship were tolerated. The town 
meetings, as in the rest of New England, were held in 
the meeting-houses, whioh were, indeed, the only publio 
buildings. The ministers, who were always present, 
opened these meetings with prayer, and their influence, 
in all doubtful oases, was almost always <leoisive of the 
result. 

New Haven thus absorbed. into ConnectiOnt, the new 
provinoe sent henceforward but tWo representatives to 
the meeting of Commissioners for the United Colonies of 
New England. The political consequence of that board. 
was, however, terminated. The superintendence of the 
Indian missions, and the disbursemw of the funds re
mitted from England for that purpose, became henceforth 
its chief business. The meetings became triennial, and 
soon entirely ceased. An aUompt had been made at the 
Restoration to strip of its property the 'EnglisJr corpora
tion for the conversion of the Indians, on the ground that 
its creation had been irregular and illegal. It was res
oued, however, by the efforts of AshUl'St and Baxter, but 
particularly of Robert Boyle, distinguished among the 
founders of natural soience in England. The king gr8ll~ 
ed a new charter, thus confirming a decree whioh Claren
don,·in his ohuaater of chancellor, had made in favor of 
the old corporation. 

While Connectiout and Rhode Island ..were rejoioing 
in their oharters, Massachusetts ramained uneasy and SUB

pioious. An evasive answe.r had been retumed to the 
royal letter. The only ooncession actually made was 
the administration of justice in the king's name. Mean-
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CHAPTER while, complaints against the colony were multiplying. 
XIV. • 

___ Gorges and Mason, grandsons of the grantees of Marne 
1663. and New Hampshire, alleged, that Massaohusetts had oc

oupied their provinces. Gorton and other inhabitants 
of ' Rhode Island preferred the olaim formerly pending be
fore Cromwell, for damages sustained by the seizure of 
their goods and cattle at the time of their arrest and 
trial. Wrongs and enoroachments were also alleged by 
the ohiefs of the Narragansets, who prayed the king's 
interference and proteotion. Controversies had arisen as 
to the boundaries of Connectiout and Rhode Island on the 
one side, and of Rhode Island and Plymouth colony on 
the other, and as to the title to lands in that vioinity un-

1664. der purohases from the Indians. The king presently sig
nified his intention to send out commissioners for hearing 
and determining all these matter&-a piece of informa
tion whioh occasioned no little alarm in Massachusetts, 
aggravated by the appearance of a large comet. A fast 
was proclaimed. The oharter was intrusted to a select 
oommittee of the General Court for safe keeping. 

The commissioners selected by the king were those al· 
rear;ly mentioned in a previous ohapter, Niohols, Carr, and 
Cartwright, sent with a small armament to take posses. 
sion of New Netherland, to whom was added Samuel 
Maveriok, a resident of Massachusetts, son of the first 
minister of Dorohester, and the more obnoxious on that 

.\ug. account, being regarded as a traitor. The arrival of the 
oommissioners at Boston, and their first intercourse with 
the magistrates, has been adverted to already in the his
tory of New Netherland. The magistrates declared them
selves unauthorized to raise troops for ~he expedition 
thither without the consent of the General Court. The 
commissioners deolined to await the meeting of that 
body, and departed, advising the magistrates against 
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their return to take the king's letter into serious oonsid- CHAPTER 
XlV. 

eration. 
The court, which presently met, voted two hundred 1664. 

soldiers; but they were not needed, New Netherland Sept. 

having already submitted. As one step toward. com
pliance with the king's' demands, it was enacted, that 
all freeholders twenty-four years of age, "rated at ten 
shillings to a single rate," and certified by the minister 
of their town to be "orthodox in their principles," and 
"not vicious in their lives," might be admitted freemen, 
though not ohurch members. However useful in con
ciliating some of the more wealthy and well-disposed 
aD;long the hitherto non-freemen, this law made no sub
stantial change in the elective franchise. Comparatively 
few possessed the requisite amount of property, and the 
required certificate could only be obtained by those 
known to be thoroughly well affected. . The court, at 
the same time, voted a remonstrance to the king against 
the appointment of the commissioners, as being a viola-
tion of their chartered rights; and they made an order 
prohibiting any appeals to their authority or exercise of 
it within the jurisdiction of Massachusetts. 

The people of Connecticut, well satisfied at the sub
jection of the Dutch, with whom they had been in such 
constant collision, and having boundary questions to set
tle both on the east and west, received the king's com
missioners with all respect. Govemor Winthrop, as we 
have seen in a former chapter, aooompanied them to the 
conquest of New Netherland. After settling the bound
aries of Connecticut and New York, of which the. par
ticulars will be stated hereafter, and leaving Nichols at 
New York as govemor, Carr and Cartwright proceeded Dec. 
to Massachusetts to meet Maverick. 

The hopes of the sectaries in that colony had been so 
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CHAPTD far raised, that Thomas Gould, with eight others, after 
XlV. meeting for some time in seoret, had formally organized 

1664. a Baptist Churoh in Boston. Prosecutions were com
M8¥ til. menoed against its prominent members, who were first 

admonished, then fined for absence from publio worship, 
then disfranohised, imprieoned, and presently banished. 
But still the organizatiOJl contrived to survive, the first 
Baptist Churoh of Massachusetts. Still another inroad, 
not less alanning, was now lnade upon eoolesiastioal 
uniformity. The commissioners, on their arrival, oauaed 
the English Churoh 861viC?6 to be oelebrated at Boston
the first performance of that hated ceremonial in that 
Puritan town. Out of respect to the inveterate preju
dices of the people, the surplice was not used. But tb8 
Liturgy alone was suffioiently distasteful. 

The remonstran068 of Massachusetts against the pow
ers and appointment of the commissioners were esteemed 
in England unreasouable and groUDdless. Cluendon 
~nd others, to whom the magistrates had written, justi
fied the commission, and recommended submission to it. 
Very little attention, however, was paid to this advice. 
The magistrates were sturdy and unbending; the com
missioners were haughty, overbearing, and consequen
tial. Both parties disliked and suspected each other; 
and the oorrespondence between them soon degenerated 
into a bitter alteroation. 

Pending this correspondence, the commisaioners made 
1660. a visit to Plymouth and Rhode Island. The Plymouth 

people, anxious to obtain a oharter, professed a willing
ness to comply with all the king's demands, as expressed 
in his letter to Massachusetts--demands, indeed, to 
whioh, aooording to their account, their existing praotioe 
in most points conformed. The commissioners settled 
the boundary controv6r$y between Plymollth and Rhode 
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Island by oonfirmiDg to Plymouth all suohtownshipson CIJ.U'TER 
XlV. 

the Narraganset waters as had been granted and settled __ _ 
by that colony. They offered, also, their gratuitous serv- 1666. 
i4le8 to obtain a royal oharter for Plymouth, if the king 

I 

might have the appointment of governor out of two or 
three persons to be named by the colonists. The Plym
outh people, however, with many thanks, and great 
protestations of loyalty" ohose rather "to be as ,they 
were." 

What ohielly oooupied the attention of the commis
sioners at this time was the deoision of a complioated 
oontroversy as to the j1l!isdiotion and property of the 
lands south of ProvidenOf> and Warwiok, inoluding part 
of th~ late Peq~od country and the Whole distriot inhabit
ed by the Narragansets. The Pequod lands having been 
olaimed both by Massachusetts ~d Connectiout, the 
Commissioners for the United Colonies had assigned the 
tract west of Mystio River to Connecf.icut, and the tract 1668. 
east of it to Massaohusetts, a partition never entirely Sept. 16. 

aatisfaotory to Conneotiout. There could be no pretense 
that the oharter of Massachusetts covered any part of 
this territory, and Conneoticut now olaimed, under the 
words of her new oharter, as far east as Narraganset 
Bay, notwithstanding the express agreement of her agent, 
as set forth in the oharter of Rhode Island, that, the 
Pawoatuck should be esteemed the Narragao,set River 
referred to in the Connectiout charter. Another claim 
W418 put forward to the whole, district between Narra-
ganset Bay and the Conneoticut, on behalf of the heirs 
of the Marquis of Hamilton, under the old grant made 
to him by the Counoil for New England just previ-
ous to the surrender of the great New England patent. 
The property in the lauds was also disputed no less than 
the right of jurisdiction. Humphrey Atherton, late su-

I. G G 
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CBAPTD perintendent of the Indian subjects of Massaohusetts, had 
XlV. taken advantage of his offioial position to obtain from 

1660. the Indians sundry large grants of land. The Commis
sioners for the United Colonies of New England, some 
Dve years before, had imposed. on the Niantios, on the 
ground of their non.fulfillment of the treaty made with 
Major Willard, a fine of six hundred. fathoms of wam· 
pum, and an armed. force had compelled the chiefs to 
mortgage their whole territory for its payment. Ather-

1660. ton, with some assooiates, had advanced the means to the 
Oct. 18. Indians to payoff this mortgage, upon seourity, how

ever, of another, under whioh the mortgagees had lately 
taken possession. But all these purohases were held 
void by Rhode Island, as having been made within her 
jurisdiotion, but without her authority, and in contraven
tion of her laws. The Narragansets, seeing themselves 
in danger of being stripped of their' lands, had oarried. 
their complaints to the king. Pessaous required., in par
ticular, that no strong liquors might be sold to his people. 

After hearing the parties, the commissioners directed. 
that the territory in dispute, inoluding the whole Narra
ganset oountry, should constitute, under the name of 
KING'S PROVINCE, a separate distriot. The purchases and 
mortgage of Atherton, then in the hands of a company 
of Boston land speoulators, were declared void, but the 
Indians were to pay baok what they had received. This 
decision, however, did not end the matter. It was held 
invalid because it wanted the signature of Niohols, whose 
partioipation was essential to all decisions of the com
JD18810ners. Disputes, both as to jurisdiction and land 
titles, presently revived, and were carried on for the next 
fifty years with an acrimony which oreated muoh ill will 
between Connectiout, Rhode Island, and the members of 
the Atherton Land Company. 

Digitized by Google 



NEW ENGLAND UNDER CRARL'ES II. 46'1 

The first governor of Rhode Island under the new CHAPTER 
• XlV. 

oharier was BenedIct Arnold, the former opponent of __ _ 
Gorton. Sucoeeded in 1666 by William Brenton, he 1660. 
was re-elected in"1669, and continued in oflioetill1672, 
when Nicholas Easton was chosen. All three had been 
presidents under the first charter. 

The oommissioners, on their retum to Boston, unable, 
after a protracted correspondence, to come to any under
standing with the magistrates, proposed, at length, to sit 
in form, for the purpose of hearing complaints against 
the colony, of whioh no less than thirty had been ex
hibited. The General Court, by publio proclamation, May M. 

at the sound of the trumpet, prohibited any suoh pro
cedure, as contrary to their oharter, and invasive of their 
exolusive jurisdiotion within the limits of Massaohusetts. 
Thus met, and without a. military force, or any mea.ns 
to support their authority, the commissioners were obliged 
to forego their intentions. They presently left Boston, 
and proceeded to New Hampshire and Maine, where they 
deoided in favor of the olaims of Mason and Gorges. But 
the New Hampshire towns, satisfied with the rule of 
Massaohusetts, and afraid of Mason's pretensions to quit-
rents, did not favor the plans of the commissioners. 
More successful in Maine, where they were supported by 
the old Episcopal party, they issued commissions for a June. 

new government, whioh was accordingly organized." On 
their return to Boston, the magistrates complained that Oct. 

they had disturbed the peace of Maine, and requested an 
interview. The commissioners refused with muoh as
perity, aoousing the magistrates of treason, and threat
ening them with the king's vengeance. 

The commissioners were &OOustomed to hold of Satur
day nights a social party at a tavern in Ann-street, kept 
by one Robert VyaJ, vintner. This was contrary to the 
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cJlA.PTER.law, which required the striot observance· of Saturday 
XIV. night as a part of the Lord's day. A oonstable went 

166'6. to break them up, but wu beaten and driveR off by Sir 
Jan. 18. Robert Carr and his servant. Mason, another oonstable, 

bolder and more zealous, immediately proceeded to Vyal'. 
tavern; but, meanwhile, the party had adjourned to the 
hoose of a merohant over the way. Mason went inl.staff 
in hand, and reproached them, king's officers as they were, 
who ought to set a better example, for being 80 uncivil as 
to beat a oonstable; telling them it was w~ll they bad 
changed their quarters, as otherwise he should. have ar
rested them all. "What," said Carr, "arrest the king's 
oommissioners !" " Yes," answered Mason, "the ~ 
himself, had he been there." " Treason l treason!" 
shouted Maveriok j "knav~, thou shalt presently .hI.o& 
for this l" And he called on the oompany to take nqtioe 
of the words. 

The next day Maveriok sent a letter to the governor, 
aoousing the oonstable of treason. The governor also 
sent a polite note to Carr, informing him of a oomplaint 
fOr aasault and battery l~d against him by the OOD8ta
bIe he had beaten. What was done in that case does not 
appear j but Mason being bound over to the Dext court, 
the grand jury found a bill against him. Maveriok, how
ever, declined to prosecute, declaring his belief that the 
man had spoken inconsiderately, intending no harm. 
The magistrates thought the matter too serious to be 
dropped in that way. Tbey did not ohOO86 to exp0tJ6 
thetU86lves to the. charge of winking' at treason. The 
matter finally came before. the General Court, where 
Mason was acquitted of the more serious oharge, but was 
fined for insolence and indieoretioll, principally, no doubt, 
through apprehension lest some handle might be made of 
the matter· by the commissioners. 
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Having transmitted to· England the results of their ClW'TER 

labors, the commissioners presently received letters of XlV. 

recall, approving their conduct, and that of all the colo- 1666. 
hies except Massaohusetts. That pro\tinoe was ordered 
by the king to appoint "five able and meet persons to 
make answer for refusing the juriadiotion of his commis
sioners." Bellingham, governor since Endicott's death 
the year before, and Hathorne, late speaker of the dep-
uties, but now a magistrate, both of whom had taken a 
very· aotive part in opposition, were specially SQ.DlDlon-
ad, on their allegiance, to appear personally, as two of 
the number. 

This demand, transmitted through Maveriek, who 
seut a copy of the royal letter to the magistrates, oooa
sioned no little alarm. The General Court was called. 
together in special session. Petitions came in from Sept. 

Boston, Ipswioh, and other towns, urging compliance. 
After a forenoon spent in prayer by six ministers, a 
consultation with the elders, and a warm debate, the
petitioners were censured for their unnecessary inter
ference, and a short address to the king was agreed-
to, of which the principal object seemed to be to exouse 
themselves from an invasion of Canada, whioh the king 
had recommended in a fonner letter of notice that the 
Frenoh had joined tbe Dutch in the war against him. 
Some loss, as tbey informed his majesty, they had 
suffered already from privateers, but they had taken 
measures to protect themselves for the future. They 
do, indeed, mention, in a cursory manner, another pa-
per, purporting to be an order· from his majesty, but of 
the authentioity of which, as it laoked the customary 
seal and signature, they profess to have some doubts. 
From sending over agents,. as that paper required, they 
exoused themselves on the ground. that no agents they 
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CHAPTER could send could make their case any plainer. "Pros
XIV. trate before his majesty," they beseech him "to be 

1666. graciously pleased to rest 8.88ured of their loyalty ao
cording to their former professions." At the same time 
they sent a present of masts for the royal navy, and a 
contribution of provisions for the English fleet in the 
West Indies--eeaaonable supplies, which were gracious
ly aoknowl~ged. This bold step of disobeying the 
king's special orders was not taken, however, without 
great opposition. Bradstreet and Denison, both sons-in
law of the late Governor Dudley, insisted strongly on 
the duty as well as the expedienoy of obedience. The 
Boston merchants, greatly alarmed. lest their ships should 
be seized in England, refused to advance the £1000 
voted by the court to purohase the presents for the king 
unless agents were also appointed. But, in spite of op
position, the original determination was adhered to. 

The oversight of the affairs of the colonies had been in· 
.trusted, subsequently to the Restoration, to a committee 
of the Privy Council, specially appointed for that pur
pose, whose principal. business it seems to have been to 
discover ways and means of rendering the colonies more 
dependent on the royal authority, and more and more 
subservient to a jealous and narrow view of the commer. 
cial interests of the mother country. But the trade of 
Massachusetts had not yet become an object of jealousy, 
and the king was left to manage the controversy with 
little or no sympathy from the nation. 

Circumstances 'at the moment favored the theocraoy. 
Charles at this time was very hard preased. The Dutch 
war gave the king's ministers full employment. A 
Dutch fleet presently sailed up the Thames, and threat
ened London, already ravaged by the plague and the 
great fire. The English government was too busy with 
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affairs at home to give mueh attention to the colonies, CBAP'l'£R 

and for the present the obstinacy of Massachusetts went XIV. 

unnoticed and unpunished. The king and his council 1666. 
hardly knew what to do. Very exaggerated notions pre-
vailed in England as to the power ana population of 
Massachusetts; nor was aid to be expected from Parlia-
ment in a quarrel with a distant oolony merely as to the 
extent of the royal prerogative. 

As yet the acts of trade were hardly a subject of con
troversy. The Convention Parliament, which had wel-
comed back the king to his father's throne; had indeed 1660. 
re-enacted, with additional and more rigorous olauses, 
the ordinance of 161H, not only restricting importations 
from America into England to English ships, but totally 
excluding foreign ships from all Anglo-American harbors. 
This exclusion of foreign ships, which might, indeed, be 

regarded as a benefit by the New England ship-owners, 
had been followed up by another act, intended still fur- 1663. 
ther to isolate the colonies, by which the more valuable 
colonial staples, mentioned by name and hence known as 
"enumerated articles," were required to be shipped exclu-
sively to England, to which country the colonists were 
also restricted for their supply of foreign goods. But 
none of these "enumerated articles" were produced in 
New England. Salt for the fisheries, and wine from 
Madeira and the Azores, branches of foreign trade in 
which New England was- deeply interested, were spe
ciallyexempted from the operation of an act which had 
chiefiy in view the more southern colonies, and as to 
which it was even doubted whether New England was 
at all bound by it. 

Shortly after the departure of the royal commission- 1668. 
ers, Leverett, now major general of the colony, was sent 
to Maine, with three other magistrates, and a body of 
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OHAPTER horse, to re-establish the authority of Massachusetts. 
XIV. In spite of the remonstrances of Nichols at New York, 

1668. the new government lately set up was obliged to yield. 
July. Several persons were punished for speaking irreverently 

of the re-established authority of Massachusetts. 
Though successful as yet against external assaults, 

the Massachusetts theocracy was not without internal 
troubles. The increase of Baptists occasioned much 
alann. As persecution availed so little, it had been re
solved to try the force of argument. Six of the chief 
ministers, aided by the governor and magistrates, held a 

April 14. grand debate at Boston with the Baptists of that town, 
assisted by a deputation of brethren from Newport. In 
spite of the splendid victory which the Boston ministers 
claimed to have achieved, the Boston Baptists remained 
obstinate; the heresy continued to spread; and recourse 
was again had to a strict execution of the penal laws. 
The Baptists, not daring to assemble in the town, held 
their meetings secretly on the island, now East Boston. 

The" half-way covenant" still continued, also, an occa
sion of bitter controversy. Davenport, the spiritual fa
ther of New Haven, was very vehement against it. His 
zeal in this matter gave great satisfaction to a majority 
of the first church of Boston, and, on Wilson's death, 
Davenport was invited to become their pastor. The 
church at New Haven complained loudly at thus losing 
their minister, while a minority of the Boston Church, 
adherents of the" half-way covenant," equally dissatis-

1669. fied with Davenport's settlement there, seceded and 
. May. formed a new church, known afterward as the "Old 
1670. South." The General Court of the next year, in which 

the opponents of the" half-way covenant" happened to 
have a majority, pronounced this secession" irregular. 

1671. illegal, and disorderly." At the next election the oppo-
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site party oarried the day, and the seceders were sus- CHAPTER 

tained in the oourse they had taken. A very warm XlV. 

oontroversy was kept up :tOr the nextfourleen years, till 1671. 
inoreasing dangers from abroad brought the two ohurches 
again into harmony. 

The Quake1'8, as yet, had abated nothing of their en
thusiastio zeal, of whioh the colonists had a new specimen, 
that greatly tried their patience, in two young married 
women, who walked naked through the streets of New-
bury and Salem, in emulation of the prophet· Ezekiel, as 
a sign of the nakedness of the land. They were whipped 
fiom town to town out of the oolony, under the law against 
vagabond Quakers; the young husband of one of them 
following the cart to whioh his wife was tied, and from 
time to time interposing his hat between her naked and 
bleeding baok and the lash of the executioner. George 
Fox, founder and apostle of the seot, in his missionary 
travels through the English colonies, came as far as Rhode 1672. 
Island, but, more disoreet than some of his disciples, he 
did not venture into Connectiout or' Massaohusetts. 

The New England theocracy as against Quakerism 
found an unexpected ohampion in Roger Williams, who 
denied the pretensions of the Quakers to spiritual en
lightenment, and challenged Fox himself to a disputa- July. 

tion. Before this oballenge arrived Fox was gone; but 
it was accepted on his behalf by three of his ohief disci-
ples at Newport, with whom Williams held a three days' Aug. 9, 

disputation. He came the day before, in his own boat, 10,11. 

thirty miles from Providence, himself, now upward of 
seventy years of age, acting as oarsman. "God gra
oiously assisted me," he writes, "in rowing all day 
with myoId bones, so that I got to Newport toward the 
midnight before the morning appointed." Williams, 
alone, had three vociferous ohampions against him. 
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CIIAPTEB. There was no moderator, and no one was allowed to in. 
XIV. terfere. The debate was tumultuous, and. at the end of 

1672. the first day the ohallenger was heartily siok of it. He 
oarried. it through, however, for three days, and then ad. 
journed for a fourth day at Providenoe. We have an 
aooount of this disputation in "George Fox digged out 
of his Burroughs," the only one of Williams's writings 
permitted to be published in New England. It did not 
make its appearanoe, however, till four years after the 
dispute. Fox published, in reply, "A New England 
Firebrand quenched." Neither of theee treatises was at 
all remarkable for tenderness of speech or chariness of 
epithet. In spite of Williams's arguments, the Quaker 
sect inoreased. so muoh in Rbode Island, that Coddington, 

1675. now a Quaker, was presently elected governor. 
Meanwhile the growing commeroe of Boston began to 

attraot the notioe and envy of the jealous English mer· 
ohants. Though the houses were generally wooden, and 
the streets narrow and orooked, "with little decenoy and 
no uniformity,!' that town, by far the largest and most 
commeroial in the colonies, already had a population of 
seven or eight thousand; among them, some meroha~ts 
of considerable oapital and active enterprise. New En. 
gland trading vessels frequented the Southern colonies, 
Maryland, Virginia, Carolina, Antigua, and Barbadoes, 
whioh they supplied to a great extent with European 
goods, taking in return tobacco, sugar, rum, and other 
tropical produots, whioh they sold in Spain, Italy, and 
Holland, along with their own staples of fish and staves, 
thus evading the navigation aots, and interfering with 
that monopoly of colonial trade whioh the English mer· 

1672. chants aimed to secure. Henoe a new act of Parlia· 
ment, imposing on the transit of" enumerated articles" 
from colony to colony the same duties payable on the 
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introduction of those artioles into England. For the CHAPTER 

ed h XIV. 
colleotion of these duties, tbe ,same act authoriz t e __ _ 
establishment. of oustom-houses in the colonies, under 1612. 
the superintendence of the English Commissioners of the 
CW$toms. Such was the origin of royal oU8~m-houses 
in America, and of commerow duties levied there by au-
thority of Parliament and in the name of the king. 

As these inter-colonial duties were to be levied at the 
ports of shipment, and as the" enu.merated artioles," to
baooo, sugar, rum, &0., were the produce exolusively of 
the Southern colonies, there was yet no 00088ion for royal 
oustom-houseofficers in New England. SOlDe slight 
duties on imports,' levied by the colonial authorities, were 
too inconsiderable to prove any impediment to trade. 
, A second Dutch war prOduced but transient alarm. 

The Massachusetts authorities, in fact, took advantage 
of it to give a new e;dension to their territory. A q,ew 
survey of the Merrimaa had been made, by whioh the 1611. 
northern boundary of Maaeaohusetts was carried two 
leagues further north, being fixed at 43° 49' 12" of north 
latitude. Aocording to the Caloulations of the surveyors, 
it orossed the Sagadahoo near where Bath now stands, 
stretching as far eastward as the southwest point of Pe
nobscot Bay, including the Plymouth settlement at Sa
gadahoo, the anoient colony of Pemaquid, and other vil-
lages on the eastern ooaats and islands. A Dutch fleet 
having recaptured the anoient New Netherland, the au
thorities of Massaohusetts were induced to take advant-
age of this temporary overthrow of the Duke of York's 
government to stretch their authority over the eastern 
villages inoluded in the re-survey. High-sounding rea-
sons in behalf of this annexation were not wanting. 
"That the ways of godliness may be encouraged and 1613. 
vice ooneoted," the annexed territory was erected into Oct. 
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CJlAPTER the new county of DetJoulaire. All that noW' remainecl 
XlV. 

___ to the Duke of York of his late extensive pronnoe were 

1673. some little hamlets on the "West shore of the Penobsoot 
Bay. But this arrangement was destined to be very 
short-lived. 

Governor Bellingham, who died in office at a patri-
Ma). archal age, bad been suooeeded by Leverett. Bradstreet, 

though a magistrate since the foundation of the colony, 
was still in disgrace from his attachment to a moderate 
course of policy. Denison, however, Bradstreet's brother
in-law, and, like him, an adherent of the moderate par
ty, regained the office of major general, to whioh he had 
been elected ten years before, but had then laid down to 
make room for Leverett. The plantations were grad
ually extending. The future progress of New England 
in wealth and numbers was already foreseen. As yet, 
however, the entire white population did not exceed sixty 
thousand, distributed along the sea-ooast and the baDka 
of the Lower Conneoticut. Lanoaster, about forty mil. 
from Boston, was the frontier town of the Bay settle
ments; Brookfield, some thirty miles from the river, was 
the most eastern town of those in the Connecticut Val
ley. There intervened between these townships a great 
space of rugged country, wholly unsettled, and oooupied 
by a few straggling Indians. 

Except in the destruction of the Pequods, the native 
tribes of New England had as yet undergone no very 
material diminution. The Pocanokets or Wampanoags, 
though somewhat ourtailed in their limits, still ooou
pied the eastern shore of Narraganset Bay. The Nar
ragansets still possessed the western shore. There were 
several scattered tribes in various parts of Conneoticut ; 
though, with the exception of some small reservations, 
they had already ceded all their lands. Unoas, the MOo 
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began ohief, was now an ~ man. The Pawtuoket or OIW'TER 
'_.1 XIV. Penacook oonfweraoy continued to occupy the falls of __ _ 

the Merrimao and the heads of the Pisoataqua. 'fheir 1673. 
old saohem, Passaoonaway, regarded the colonists with 
awe and veneration. In the interior of Massachusetts 
and along the Connectiout were several other less noted 
tribes. The Indians of Maine and the region eastward 
possefJSed their anoient haunts uudisturbed; but: their 
interocurse was prinoipally wj.th the Fren.oh, to whom, 
since the late peace with France, Aoadie had been again 
yielded up. The New England Indians were occasion-
ally 8DD~yed by war parties of Mohawks; but, by th., 
intervention of Massaohusetts, a peace had reoentlybeen 
concluded. 

Efforts for the oonversion ..and oivilization of the In
dians were still continued by Eliot and his ooadjutors, 
supported by the funds of the English society. In Mas
sachusetts there were fourteen. feeble villages of these 
praying Indians, and a few more in Plymouth colony. 
The whole number in New England was about thirty
six hundred, but of these near one half inhabited the 
islands of Nantuoket and Martha's Viueyard. 

We have seen, in former ohapters, the strict hand held 
by Massachusetts over the Narragansets and other sub
jeottribes, as well as the contraction of their limits by 
repeated cessions, not always entirely voluntary. The 
Wampanoags, within the jurisdiotion of Plymouth, ex
perienced similar treatment. By successive sales of p&r't41 
of their territory, they were now shut up, as it were, in 
the necks or peninsulas formed by the. northern and 
eastern branohes of Narraganset Bay, the same territory 
now constituting the continental eastern portion of Rhode 
Island. Though always at peace with the colonists, the 
Wampanoags had not always escaped suspioion. The 
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CHAPTER increase of the settlements around them, and the pro
XIV. gressive curtailment of their limits, aroused their jeal-

1673. ousy. They were galled, also, by the feudal superiori
ty, similar to that of Massachusetts over her dependent 
tribes, claimed by Plymouth on the strength of certain 
alleged former submissions. None felt this assumption 
more keenly than Pometaooin, head chief of the Wam
panoags, better known among the oolonists as King Philip 
ot Mount Hope, nephew and successor ot that Massasoit 
who had weJoomed the Pilgrims to Plymouth. Sus-

1670. pected of hostile designs, he had been oompelled to de
liver up his fire..arms, and to enter into certain stipula
tions. These stipulations he was accused of not fulfill
ing; and nothing but the interposition of the Massachu
setts magistrates, to whom Philip appealed, prevented 

1671. Plymouth from making war upon him. He was sen
April IS. tenced instead to pay a heavy fine, and to acknowledge 

the unoonditional supremacy of that oolony. 
A praying Indian, who had been educated at Cambridge 

and employed as a teaoher, upon some misdemeanor had 
fled to Philip, who took him into service as a sort of sec
retary. Being persuaded to 'return again to his former 
employment, this Indian accused Philip anew of being 

1676. engaged in a secret hostile plot. In acoordance with In
dian ideas, the treacherous informer was waylaid and 
killed. Three of Philip's men, suspected of having killed 
him, were arrested by the Plymouth authorities, and, in 
acoordance with English ideas, were tried for murder by 
a jury. half Englisb, half Indians, oonvicted upon very 

JUDe M. slender evidence, and banged. Philip retaliated by plun
dering the ho1lS68 nearest Mount Hope. Presently be 
attacked Swanzey, and killed several of the inhabitants. 
Plymouth ~k measnres for raising a military force. 
Tbe neighboring oolonies were sent to for 888istaD.oe. 
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Thus, by the impulse of sUspioion on the ~ne side and CHAPTER 

~sion on the other, New England beoame suddenly en- XIV. 

gaged in a war very disastrous to the oolonists, and ut- 1674>. 
terly ruinous to the native tribes. The lust of gain, . in 
spite of all laws to prevent it, had partially furnished the 
Indians with :fire-arms, and they were now far more for
midable enemies than they had been in the days of the 
Pequods. Of this the oolonists hardly seem to have 
thought. Now, as then, oonAdent of their superiority, 
and oomparing themselves to the Lord's bhosen people 
driving the heathen out of the land, they rushed eagerly 
into the contest, without a single effort at the preserva-
tion of peace. Indeed, their pretensions hardly admitted 
of it. Philip was denounced as a rebel in arms against 
his lawful superiors, with whom it would be folly and 
weakness to treat on any terms short of absolute sub
mission. 

A body of volunteers, horse and foot, raised in Mas
saohusetts, marohed under Major Savage, four days after June 28. 

the attaCk on Swanzey, to join the Plymouth foroes. Aft-
er one or two slight skirmishes, they penetrated ~ the 
Wampanoag villages at Mount Hope, but found them 
empty and deserted. Philip and his warriors, oon80ious 
of their inferiority, had abandoned their homes. If the 
Narragansets, on the opposite side of the bay, did not 
openly join the Wampanoags, they would, at least, be 
likely to afford shelter to their women and ohildren. The 
troops were therefore ordered into the Narraganset ooun-
try, aooompanied by oommissioners to demand assurances 
of peaceful intentions, and a promise to deliver up all fu-
gitive enemies of the oolonists--pledges whioh the Nar
ragansets felt themselves oonBtrained to give. 

Arrived at Taunton on their return from the Narra
ganset country, news oame that Philip and his warriors 
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CHAPTEll had been diAoovered by Church, of Plymouth colony, col
XlV. lected in a great swamp at Pocasset, now Tiverton, the 

1670. southern distriot of the Wampanoag country, whence 
small parties sallied forth to burn and plunder the neigh
boring settlements. After a ma,roh of eighteen miles, 

July 16. having reached the designated spot, the soldiers foane! 
there a hundred wigwams lately built, but empty and de
serted, the Indians having retired deep into the swamp. 
The colonists followed; but the ground was soft; the 
thicket was difficult to penetrate; the oompanies were 
soon thrown into disorder. Eaoh man fired at everybnsh 
he saw shake, thinking an Indian might lay concealed 
behind it, and several were thus wounded .by their own 
friends. When night came on, the assailants retired with 
the 1088 of sixteen men. The swamp continued. to be 
watched and guarded, but Philip broke through, not with
out some loss, and escaped into the country of the Nip
muoks, in the interior of Massaohusetts. That tribe had 

July M. already commen~ hostilities by attacking Mendon. 
A.ug. I. They waylaid and killed Captain Hutchinson, , son of 

the famous Mrs. Hutchinson, and sixteen out of a party 
of twenty sent from Boston to Brookfield to parley with 
them. Attacking Brookfield itself, they burned it, ex
cept one fortified house. The inhabitants were saved 
by Major Willard, who, on information of their daDger, 
'came with a troop of horse from Lancaster, ~y miles 
through the woods, to their resane. A body of troops 
presently arrived from the eastward, and were stationed 
for some time at Brookfield. 

The colonists now found that by driving Philip to ex
tremity they had roused a host of unexpected enemies. 
The River Indians, antioipating an intended attack upon 

Sept. 1. them, joined the assailants. Deerfield and Northfield, 
the northemmost towns on theConneotiout River, aet-
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fled within a few years past, were attaoked, and sev- 0BAP1'D 

eral of the inhabitants killed and wounded. Captain 1BV. 

Beers, sent from Hadley to their relief with a convoy of 1676. 
provisions, was surpri8ed near Northfield and slain, with Sept. 11. 

twenty of his men. Nor1lhfield was abandoned, and 
burned by the Indians. 

"The English at first," says Gookin, "thougM easily 
• to chastise the insolent doings and muiderous praotioe 

I1f the heathen; but it W88 found another manner of thing 
than was expected;, for our men could see no enemy to 
shoot at, but yet felt their bullets out of the thiok bush
es where they lay in ambush. The English wanted not 
oourage or resolution, but could not discover nor find an 
enemy to fight with, yet were galled by the enemy." 
In the arts of ambush and surprise, with whioh the In
dians were so familiar, the colonists WMe without pne
tlce. It is to the want of this experience, purohased at 
a very dear rate in the course of the war, that we must 
aecribe the numerous surprises and defeats from whioll 
the colonists suffered at its commenoement. 

Driven to the necessity of defensive warfare, those ia 
command on the river determined to establish a ma.ga. 
zine and garrison at Hadley. Captain Lathrop, who 
had been dispatched from the eastward to the assistaoee 
of the river towns, was sent with eighty men, the flower 
of the youth of Essex county, to guard the wagons in· 
tended to oonvey to Hadley three thousand bushels of 
unthresbed w,heat, the produce of the fertile Deerfield 
meadows. Just before arriving at Deerfield, near a smaJ1 
stream still known as Bloody Brook, under the shadow 
of the abrupt conical Sugar Loaf, the sonthern termina-
tion of the Deerfield mountain, Lathrop fell into an am- Sept. 18. 

bush, and, after a brave resistance, perished there with: 
all his company. Captain Moseley, statioaed at Deer. 

I. HH 
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CJW'TBB field, marched to his assistance, but arrived too late to 
XlV. help him. That town, also, was abandoned, and burned 

1676. by the Indians. Springfield, about the same time, was 
set on fire, but was partially saved by the arrival of 
Major Treat with aid from Connectiout. Hatfield, 
now the frontier town on the north, was vigorously at-

Oct 19. taoked, but the garrison succeeded in repelling the as-

sailants. • 
Meanwhile, hostilities were spreading; the Indians on 

the Merrimao began to attack the towns in their vioin
ity; and the whole of Massaohusetts was soon in the ut
most alarm. Except in the immediate neighborhood of 
Boston, the country still remained an immense forest, 
dotted by a few openings. The frontier settlements 
could not be defended against a foe familiar with locali. 
ties, scattered. in small parties, skillful in concealment, 
and watching with patience for some unguarded or fa
vorable moment. Those settlements were mostly broken 
up, and the inhabitants, retiring toward Boston, spread 
every where dread and intense hatred of "the bloody 
heathen." Even the praying Indians, and the small de
pendent and tributary tribes, beoame objects of suspicion 
and terror. They had been employed at first as scouts 
and auxiliaries, and to good advantage; but some few, 
less confirmed in the faith, having deserted to the en. 
emy, the whole body of them were denounced as traitors. 
Eliot the apostle, and Gookin, superintendent of the sub
ject Indians, exposed themselves to insults, and even to 
danger, by their efforts to stem this headlong fury, to 
whioh several of the magistrates opposed but a feeble re
sistance. Troops were sent to break up the praying 
villages at Mendon, Grafton, and others in that quarter. 
The Natiok Indians, "those poor despised sheep of 
Christ," as Gookin affectionately calls them, were bur-
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ried off to Deer Island, in Boston harbor, where they CHAPTER 

suffered excessively from a severe winter. A part of the XIV. 

praying Indians of Plymouth colony were confined, in 1610. 
like manner, on the islands in Plymouth harbor. 

Not content with realities suffioiently frightful, super
stition, as usual, added bugbears of her own.· Indio 
bows were seen in the sky, and scalps in the moon. 
The northem lights became an object of terror. Phan
tom horsemen careered among the clouds, or were heard 
to gallop invisible through the air. The howling of 
wolves was turned into a terrible omen. The war was 
regarded as a special judgment in punishment of prevail-
ing sins. Among these sins, the General Court of Massa- Oct. 19-

chusetts, after consultation with the elders, enumerated 
negleot in the training of the· ohildren of church mem-
bers; pride, in men's wearing long and curled hair; ex-
oess in apparel; naked. breasts and arms, and superfluous 
ribbons; the toleration of Quakers; hurry to leave meet-
ing before blessing asked; profane cursing and swearing; 
tippling houses; want of respect for parents; idleness; 
extortion in shop-keepers and mechanics; and the riding 
from town to tOwn of unmarried men and women, under 
pretense of attending lectures--" a sinful custom, tend-
ing to lewdness." Penalties were denounced against all 
these offenses; and the persecution of the Quakers was 
again renewed. A Quaker woman had recently fright-
ened the Old South congregation in Boston by entering 
that meeting-house olothed in sackcloth, with ashes on 
her head, her feet bare, and her face blackened, intend-
ing to personify the small-pox, with whioh she threat-
ened the colony, in punishment for its sins. 

About the time of the first collision with Philip, the 
Tarenteens, or Eastern Indians, had attaoked the settle
ments in Maine and New Hampshire, plundering and 
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CIW"J'D boming the houll88, ad masaacriDg suoh of the iJ1bab. 
XlV. itants as fell into their bands. This sudden difi'usiOD of 

1670. hostilities and "rigor of attack from opposite quarten, 
made the oolonists believe that Philip bed long been plot;.. 
ting and had gradually matmed an extensiw oonspiraoy, 
into which most of the tribes had deli~rately entered. 
for the extermination of the whites. This belief infuri.
ated the oolonists, and suggested aome very questionable 
proceedings. It 866ms, however, to have originated, like 
the war itself, from mere 8uspioions. The same grie" 
preesed upon all the tribel; and the struggle once oom
menoed, the awe whioh the oolonists inspired thrown off, 
the greater part were ready to join in the oontest. But 
there is no evidence of any deliberate concert; nor, in 
fact, were the Indians united. Had they been so, the 
war would have been far more I!I8rious. The Conneoti.
out tribes proved faithful, and that oolony remained un
touohed. Even the Narragansets, the most powerful 
ocmfederacy in New England, in spite of so many for
mer provocations, had not yet taken up arms. But they 
:were strongly suspected of intention to do so, and were 
accused, I¥ltwithstanding their recent 8.881ll'ancea, of giv
ing aid and shelter to the hostile tribes. 

8epL An attempt had lately been made to revive the umOJl 
of the New England oolonies. At a meeting of oom
milSioners, those from Plymouth presented a narratiw of 
the origin and progress of the present hostilities, upon 
the strength of which the war was pronounced "just 
and neoessary," and a resolution passed to oarry it on 
at the joillt expense. A thousand men were ordered to 
be raised. If the Narragansets were not orushed duriDg 
the winter, it was feared they might break. out openly 

Nov. hostile in the spring; and at a subsequent meeting of 
the commissioners, five hundred additional men were or-
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Wed to be levied to oo-operate in an expedition speoially ClW'TBR 
• XlV. 

agamst them. 
The winter was unfavorable to the IndianS; the leaf. 1676. 

less woods no longer concealed their lurking attacks. 
The frozen smfaoe of the swamps made the Indian faet-
nesse8 aooessible to the colonists. The forces destined 
against the Narragansets--eix companies from Massa
chusetts, under Major Appleton; two from Plymouth, 
under Major Bradford j and fiye from Comlecticut, un-
der Major Treat--were placed under the command of 
Josiah Winslow, governor of Plymouth since Prince', 1672. 
death--son of that Edward Winslow BO conspicuous in 
the earlier history of the colony. The Massachusetts 
and Plymouth forces marched to Petasquamsoot, on the 1675. 
west shore of Narraganset Bay, where they ma.de BOme Dec. 1'. 
forty prisoners. Being joined by the troops from COD- Deo. 18. 

neotiout, and guided by an Indian deserter, after a march 
of fifteen miles through a deep snow, they approached a 
swamp in what is DOW the town of South Kingston, ono 
of the anoient strongholds of the NarraganaetB. Driving 
the Indian scouts before them, and penetrating the swamp, 
the colonial soldiers soon came in sight of the Indian fort, 
built on a rising ground in tJre morass, a BOrt of island of 
two or three aores, fortified by a pali$ade, and surrounded 
by a olose hedge a rod thiok. There was but one ... 
trance, quite narrow, defended by a tree thrown across it, 
with a block-house of logs in front and another on the 
Bank. It was the "Lord's day," but that did Dot hinder Dec. It. 

the attaok. As the captains advanced ·at the heads of 
their companies, the Indians opened a galling fire, under 
whioh many fell. But the assailants pressed on, and 
forced the entrance. A desperate struggle ensued. The 
oolonists were once driven back, but they rallied and ra. 
turned to the oharge, aDd, after a two hours' fight, be. 
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CHAPTER came masters of the fort. Fire was put to the wigwams, 
XIV. near six hundred in number, and all the horrors of the 

1676. Pequod massaore were renewed. The com and other 
win~r stores of the Indians were consumed, and not a 
few of the old men, women, and ohildren perished in the 
flames. In this bloody contest, long remembered as the 
"Swamp Fight," the oolonial 1088 was terribly severe. 
Six oaptains, with two hundred arid thirty men, were 
killed or wounded; and at night, in the midst of a snow 
storm, with a fifteen miles' maroh before them, the colo
nial soldiers abandoned the fort, of whioh the Indians re
sumed possession. But their wigwams were burned; 
their provisions destroyed j they had no supplies for the 
winter j their 1088 was irreparable. Of those who sur
vived the fight, many perished of hunger. 

1676. Even as a question of polioy, this attack on the Nar-
ragansets was more than doubtful. The starving and in
furiated warriors, scattered through the woods, revenged 
themselves by attaoks on the frontier settlements. Lan-

Feb. 10. caster was burned, and forty of the inhabitants killed or 
taken j among the rest, Mrs. Rolandson, wife of the min
ister, the narrative of whose captivity is still preserved. 
Groton, Chelmsford, and other towns in that vioinity 

Feb. 11. were repeatedly attaoked. Medfield, twenty miles from 
Boston, was furiously assaulted, and, though defended by 
three hundred men, half the houses were burned. Wey
mouth, within eighteen miles of Boston, was attaoked a 

Feb. tIi. few days after. These were the nearest approaches which 
the Indians made to that capital. For a time the neigh
borhood of the Narraganset coUntry was abandoned. The 
Rhode Island towns, though they had no part in under
taking the war, yet suffered the consequences of it. War-

March 17. wick was burned, and Providence was partially destroyed. 
Most of the inhabitants sought refuge in the islands; 
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but the aged Roger Williams aooopted a oommission as CIW'TU 

captain for the defense of the town he had founded. XlV. 

Walter Clarke was presently ohosen governor in Codding. 1676. 
ton's plaoe, the times not sniting a Quaker chief magis-
trate. 

The whole oolony of Plymouth was overrun. Houses 
were burned in almost every town; but the inhabitants, 
for the most part, saved themselves in their garrisons, a 
shelter with whioh all the towns now found it neoessary 
to be provided. Captain Pieroe, with fifty men and 
some friendly Indians, while endeavoring to oover the 
Plymouth towns, fell into an ambush and was out off. 
That same day, Marlborough was set on fire, and Spring-March •. 
field was again attaoked. The Indians seemed to be 
every where. Captain WadSworth, marohing to the re-
lief of Sudbury, fell into an ambush, and perished with April 18. 

fifty men. The alarm and terror of the oolonists reached 
again a great height. But affairs were abont to take a 
turn. The resources of the Indians were exhausted; 
they were now making their last efforts. 

A body of Conneotiout volunteers, under Captain Den. 
ison, and of Mohegan and other friendly Indians, Pe
quods and Niantics, repeatedly swept the oountry of the 
Narragansets, who suffered, as spring advanoed, the last 
extremities of famine. Canoohet, the ohief saohem, said 
to 'have been a son of Miantonimoh, but probably his 
nephew, had ventured to his old haunts to procure !!8ed.
oom with which to plant the rioh intervals on the Con
neoticut, abandoned by the oolonists. Taken prisoner, 
he oonduoted himself with all that haughty firmness, es· 
teemed by the Indians the height of magnanimity. Be
ing offered his life on oondition of bringing about a paaoe, 
he scorned the proposal. His tribe would perish to the 
last man rather than become servants to the English. 
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~ When ordered to prepare for dea$b, he replied, "I lib 
__ v_. _it well; I shall die before my heart is 80ft, or 1 shall 

1676. h.ve spoken 8.I1y thing unwo~thy of myself." Two In
dians were appointed to shoot him, aDd bis head wu ou 
off 8.I1d sent to Hartford. 

The oolonists had suft'ered severely. Men, women, 
and ohildren had perished by the bnllets of the Indian., 
or fled naked through the wintery woods by the light of 
their blaziog houses, leaving their goods and cattle • 
spoil to the 8888il8.l1ts. Several settlementa bad been de. 
stroyed, and many more had been abandoned; bot the 
oldest and wealthiest reIWlined untouched. The Indiana, 
on the other hand, had neither provisions nor ammuni
tion. While attempting to plant com and catoh fish a~ 
Montague Falls, on the Conneotiont River, they were at. 

May 18. taoked with great slaugbter by the garrison of the lower 
towns, led by Captain Turner, a Bolton Baptist, and a* 
first refused. a commission on that aoooont, but as datl
ger increased, pressed to aooept it. Yet this enterprise 

May 17. was not without ita drawbaoks. As the troops returned, 
Captain Turner fell into 8.11 ambush and was slain, with 
tbirty-eight men. Hadley WIUS attacked on a lecture 

June 12. day, while the people Were at meeting; but the Ind_ 
were repulsed by the bravery of Goffe, one of the fugiti" 
regioides, long conoeaied in that town. Seeing tbis V~ 
.. able unknown man come to their resoue, 8.I1d then sud .. 
dewy disappear, the inhabitants took him for an angel. 

Major Churoh, at the head of a body of two hund/ed 
volunteers, Englisb and Indians, enmogetioally hunted 
down the hostile bands ill Plymouth colony and that 
neighborhood. They quarreled also among themselvee, 
tmd the Nipmuoks and others submitted and made their 
peace. Many fled to the north to find refuge in Cana
da; guidee aud leaders, in aftor years, of those Frenoh 
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&Dei Indian war parties by whiob the frontiers of New CIW"l'EB 

England were 80 terribly harassed. Just a year after XlV. 

the fast at the commencement of the war, a thanksgiv- 1676. 
hag was observed for suooess in it. JUDe 19. 

No longer sheltered by tbe River Indians, who now be. 
gaB to make thw peace, and even attaoked by bands of 
the Mohawks, Philip returned to bis own country, about 
Mount Hope, where he WQ8 still faithfully supported by 
his female confederate and relative, Witamo, squaw .. 
ohem of Pooaaset. PUnham, also, the Shawomet vusal 
of Massachusetts, still zealously carried on tbe war, but 
was presently killed. Philip was watobed and followed 
by Churoh, who surprised his oamp, killed upward of a Au,. 1. 

hundred of his people, and took prisoners bis wife ucl 
boy. The disposal of this child was a subject of much 
deliberation. Several of the elders were urgent for put. 
ting him to death. It Wal finally reeolved to send him 
tD Bermuda, to be sold into slavery-a fate to which 
many other of the Indian captives were subjected. Wit. 
amo shared the disasters of Philip. Most of ber peopJe 
were killed or taken. She berself was drowned while Au,. 6. 

crossing a river in her flight; but her body was recover-
ed, and the bead, out oft', was stuok upon a pole at Taun-
too, amid the jeers and scoffs of the colonial soldiers, &ad 
the tears' and lamentations of the Indian prisoners. 

Pbilip still lurked in the swamps, but was now re
duoed to extremity. Again attacked by Churoh, he wu 
killed by one of bis own people, a deserter to the 0010-
niats. His dead body was beheaded and quartered, the 
I8llten08 of the English law upon traiton. One of hit 
hands was given to the Indian who had shot bim, and 
on the day appointed for a publio thanbgi.mg his head Aug. 17. 

was carried in triumph to Plymonth. 
The popular rage against the lndiaDS wae ex088live. 
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CHAPTER. Death or slavery was the penalty for all known or sus
XlV. pected to have been concerned in shedding English blood. 

1676. Merely having been present at the" Swamp Fight" was 
adjudged by the authorities of Rhode Island sufficient 
foundation for sentence of death, and that, too, notwith. 
standing they had intimated an opinion that the origin 
of the war would not -bear examination. The captives 
who fell into the hands of the Rhode Islanders were dis
tributed among them as slaves or !I6"ants. Roger Will. 
iams received a boy for his share. Many ohiefs were 
executed at Boston and Plymouth on the oharge of re
bellion; among others, Captain Tom, ohief of the Chris
tian Indians at Natiok, and Tispiquin, a noted warrior, 
reputed to be invulnerable, who had surrendered to 
Churoh on an implied promise of safety. A large body 
of Indians, assembled at Dover to treat of peace, were 
treaoherously made prisoners by Major Waldron, who 
commanded there. Some two hundred of these Indians, 
olaimed as fugitives from Massaohusetts, were sent by 
water to Boston, where some were hanged, and the rest 
shipped off to be sold as- slaves. Some fishermen of 
Marblehead having been killed by the Indians at the 
eastward, the women of that town, as they came out of 
meeting on a Sunday, fell upon two Indian prisoners 
who had just been brought in, and murdered them on 
the spot. The same ferocious spirit of revenge whioh 
governed the ootemporaneous conduot of Berkeley in 
Virginia toward those concerned in -Bacon's rebellion, 
swayed the authorities of New England in their treat
ment of the conquered Indians. By the end of the year 
the contest was over in the south, but some time elapBed 
before a peace could be arranged with the Eastern tribes. 
In the course of the year upward of two thousand In .. 
dians had been killed or taken. 
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In this abort war of hardly a year's duration, the CBAPTEJl 

Wampanoags and Narragansets had suffered the fate of XIV. 

the Pequods. The Niantios alone, under the guidance 1677. 
of their aged sachem Ninigret, had esoaped destruotion. 
Philip's country was annexed to Plymouth, though sixty 
years afterward, under a royal order in collnoil, it was 
transferred to Rhode Island. The Narraganset territory 
remained as before, under the name of King's Province, 
a bone of contention between Connecticut, Rhode Island, 
the Marquis of Hamilton, and the Atherton olllimants. 
The Niantios still retained their anoiellt seats along the 
southem shores of Narraganset Bay. Most of the sur-
viving Narragansets, the Nipmucks, and the River In-
dians, abandoned their country, and migrated to the north 
and west. Suoh as remained, alollg with the Mohegans 
and other subject tribes, became more than ever abject 
and subservient. 

The work of conversion was now again renewed, and, 
after such overwhelming proofs of Christian superiority, 
with somewhat greater success. A second edition of the 
Indian Old Testament, whioh seems to have been more 
in demand than the New, was presently published, revis- 1683. 
ed by Eliot, with the assistanoe of John Cotton, son of 
the " great Cotton," and minister of Plymouth. But not 
an individual exists in our day by whom it can be under-
stood. The fragments of the subject tribes, broken in 
spirit, lost the savage freedom and rode virtues of their 
fathers, Without acquiring the laborious .industry of the 
whites. Lands were assigned them in various' places, 
whioh they were prohibited by law from alienating. But 
this very provision, though humanely intended, operated 
to perpetuate their indolence and incapaoity. Some 
BOught a more congenial occupation in the whale fishery, 
which presently began to be carried on from the islands 
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CHUTD of Nantucket and Martha's Vineyard. Many perithed 
XlY. by enlisting in the military expeditions undertaken ill 

1671. future yean againat Acadie and the West Indies. Tho 
Indians intermarried with the blacks, and thus confirmed 
their degradation by assooiating themselves with another 
oppressed and unfortunate raoe. Gradually they dwin. 
dled away. A few bundred Ailors and petty farmers, 
of mixed blood, as muoh African as Indian, are now the 
sole surviving representatives of the aboriginal posaes8Ora 
of southern New England. 

On the side of the colonists the contest had also heeD 
very disastrous. Twelve or thirteen towns had been en
tirely ruined, and many others partially destroyed. Sis 
hundred houses had been bumed, near a tenth part of 
aU in New England. Twelve captains, and more than 
six hundred men in the prime of life, had fallen in hat. 
tle. There was hardly a family not in mourning. Tho 
peenniary losses and expenses of the war were estimated 
at near a million of dollars. Massachneetta was burden. 
eel with a heavy debt. No aid nor relief seems to have 
come from abroad, except a contribution from Ireland of 
"000 for the benefit of the sufferers by the war,ohiefly 
oolleoted by the efforts of Nathaniel Mather, lately suo. 
0fJI801' to his brother Samuel as minister of the noncon
formist congregation at Dublin. These Dublin ~ 
ten, both graduates of Harvard College, were .elder bro~ 
81'8 of Increaae Mather, minister of Boston North Chunm. 
already becoming a distinguished person in the colony. 
The New England oo1onista even aoonaed their neigh. 
bors of Albany of furnishing powder and shot to the Ia· 
dil.D8 j but this oharge was indignantly denied by Andt08, 
whom the Duke of York, on recovering his province, had 
appointed as its governor. Inoreaae Mather, and Will. 
iam Hubbard, minister of Ipswich, soon published histo-
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ries of this war. We have also "Some Aoooont of the ClfAPTBIl 
XlV. 

Divine Providence towards Colonel Benjamin Church," in __ _ 
memoirs dictated by the colonel, and published by his son. 1677. 

The war with the Eastern tribes still continuing, it 
'Was proposed to employ against them an auxiliary foroe 
of Mohawks. But this scheme did not saooeed. Some 
fugitive Indians, who had taken refuge in Canada, de
scended the Connecti61lt, and falling upon a party assem- Sept. 

bled at Hadley, at a house raising, carried oft twenty 
prisoners. The husbands of two of the female captives 
proceeded to Canada, by way of Albany and Lakes 
George and Champlain, guided by a Mohawk Indian-
the first recorded journey made in that direction. By 
the intervention of the French governor, they succeeded 
in redeeming the captives. 

In the midst of these d!)mestio disasters, new troUbles 
were preparing in the mother country. A petition from 
the English merchants had been presented to the Privy 1670. 
Council, complaining of the total disregard of the acts 
of trade in New England. The Committee for Planta-
tions had suggested, by way of remedy, to establish a 
royal oustom-house at Boston, with officers to look after 
breaohes of the aots of trade. The difficulty was to pro-
vide salaries for them. Should Massachusetts deoline to 
receive these offioers, it was proposed to refuse Mediter
ranean passes to her ships, thus exposing them to oap-
ture by the Barbary pirates; also to cut off her trade 
with the southem colonies, and to authorize such of the 
king's frigates as might visit the American coast to seize 
offenders and send them to England for trial--expedients 
indicative enough of the weakness and poverty of the 
king's government. 

Association of breaches I)f the aots of trade, with re
sistance to prerogative, tended to strengthen the hands 
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CJW"l'ER oC the king, who might now expect, in the controversy 
XIV. with Massachusetts, support Crom· the English mercantile 

1676. interest. The. Massachusetts theocracy gained also new 
hold on the affections oC the colonists as advocates oC 
colonial Cree trade, and new support Crom pecuniary as 
well as spiritual considerations. 

Mason and Gorges had continued to urge in England 
their respective claims to New Hampshire and Maine; 

J1lII8. and, in the midst oC the Indian war, Randolph, a kins
man oC Mason, and henceforward, by his zeal and perti
nacity, the terror and abhorrence oC Massaohusetts, ar
rived at Boston with notice Crom the Privy Counoil that 
unless, within six months, agents were sent to deC end the 
right oC Massachusetts to those provinces, judgment by 
default would be given Cor the olaimants. Thus pushed, 
the General Court, after consulting the elders, commis-

Sept. sioned Bulkley and Stoughton as agents; but their pow
ers were very carefully ciroumscribed. Bulkley, son of 
the first minister of Concord, was speaker of the House, 
and subsequently a magistrate. The Cather oC Stough
ton, commander oC the Massaohusetts troops in the Pe
quod war, had afterward been a lieutenant colonel in the. 
Parliamentary army. Stoughton himself, after gradua
ting at Harvard College, studied divinity, and obtained, 
by his father's interest, an Oxford fellowship, Crom whioh 
he had been ejected at the Restoration. He inherited, 
however, a handsome estate, and, returning to New En
gland, was presently ohosen a magistrate, and now agent. 

1677. After hearing the parties, the Privy Counoil decided, 
in accordance with the opinion oC the two ohief justices, 
that the Massachusetts patent did not include any terri· 
tory more than three miles distant Crom the left, or north
ern bank of the Merrimac. This construction, which set 
aside the pretensions oC Massachusetts to the province of 
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Maine, as well as to that part of New Hampshire east CHAPTER 

of the Merrimao, appeared so plain to the English law- XlV. 

yers that the agents hardly attempted a defense. 1677. 
The king had intended to purohase Maine as an ap

panage for the Duke of Monmouth, his illegitimate son. 
But Massaohusetts was beforehand with him; and, 
through the agenoy of Usher, a wealthy Boston mer
chant, Gorges was induced, for the sum of £1200, to 
sell out all his rights as proprietary,- thus confirming the May 6. 

jurisdiction of Massachusetts, and giving her a title to 
the ungranted soil. 

lt is worthy of notice, as throwing some light on the 
habits of the colonists, at least a part of them, that this 
Usher, the richest merohant in Boston, hail acquired his 
intune in the bookselling business. A London station
er, who presently visited Boston with a venture of books, 
"most of them practical," and so "well suited to the 
genius of New England," found no less than four book
sellers established in that town. 

The province of Maine, as purohased by Massaohusetts, 
was bounded by the Kennebeo. Sagadahoo, the territory, 
that is, from the Kennebec to the Penobscot, was olaimed 
as forming a Pari of New York. Jurisdiotion over its few 
scattered hamlets bad lately been assumed on behalf of 
the duke by Andros, governor of that province, who built 
a fort at Pemaquid, and terminated the Indian war in 
that quarter by agreeing to pay the Indians a tribute, 
or quit-rent, of a peck of corn for eaoh English family. 
A treaty with these tribes, conoluded about the same 
time by the Massachusetts authorities at Casco, gave 
peace to the eastern coasts; not, however, till the set- 1678. 
tlements of Maine had lost at least half of their inhabit- April 11. 

ants--a bitter foretaste of wars to come. 
The country east of the Penobscot, though included 
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CIIAP'l'I:& as far as the St. Croix in the Duke of York's oharter, 
XlV. was olaimed by the Frenoh as a pari of Acadie. The 

1677. Baron Castin, a man of intrigue and eaterprise, 'Who bed 
bome a commission as captain in the regiment of Carig
nan, sent to Canada, established himself on the west 8bon 
of the Penobscot, on the epat whioh still bears his name. 
He suooeeded to that Indian trade formerly carried on 
from the same spot by D' Anlney; and, baving taken 88T

eral Indian wives, daughters of the chiefs, be acquired a 
great mfIuenoa among the Indians of that vioinity. Castill 
and other Frenoh traders furnished the Eastem Indiana 
with arms and ammunitiou. The Frenoh missionaries 
oonverted them to the Catholic Caith. Both were believ
ed to exeroise an influence unfavorable to the English. 

The jealousy of the English merohants onoa exoited, 
they soon renewed their oomplaints oC the disregard by 
Massachusetts of the acts of trade. The Committee for 
Plantations, to whom these oomplaints were referred, 
suggested, as the only effectual remedy, "a governor 
wholly to be supported by his majesty." Randolph, 
who had oarried baok to England .. ery exaggerated ac
counts of the wealth and population of Massaohusetts, 
soon returned to Boston, authorized to administer to the 
New England governors an oath to enforce the acts of 
trade. Leverett, on the ground that no such oath was 
required by the oharter, refused to take it. The General 

Oct. Court, however, enaoted a law of their own for enforcing 
the navigation acts. They re-enaoted, also, the original 
oath of fidelity, by whioh allegiance was 8worn to the 
king as well as the oolony. They voted a present to 
the king of cranberries, "special good samp" aud cod· 
fish, aud sent an humble petition, with another also from 
the New Hampshire towns, that they might be allowed 
to retain jurisdiction as far as the Pisoataqua. 
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The Baptist Church in Bostoll, afte.r meeting for CHAPTER 

fourteen years in private houses, part of the time with XIV. 

muoh seorecy, had caused a building to be erected for a 1677. 
meeting house. As soon as the purpose of this building 1678. 
became known, a law was enacted forbidding the ereo- May 1. 

tion of any meeting house except with the consent of the 
freemen of the town and the County Court, or by appro-
bation, on appeal, of the General Court; and subjecting 
any buildings erected contrary to the act, and the land 
on whioh they stood, to forfeiture. 

The oath of allegiance, by whioh the king and the 
colony were put upon a level, did not give satisfaction in 
England. Randolph presently reappeared with an oath Oct. 

draJ.VD out.in form. The magistrates took it themselves, 
and imposed it on all other officers. Letters, meanwhile, 
had arrived from the agents, with aooounts of new com- • 
plaints against the colony; objeotions to their laws, as 
contradioting those of England; their imposition of du-
ties on imports from England; their neglect of the aots 
of trade; 'shelter to the regioides; exeoution of Quakers ; 
coining money not in the king's image; and use of the 
word "commonwealth" in their laws. To these objec-
tions the court replied, defending some points, apologi1:-
ing for others; exousing themselves for their neglect of 
the acts of navigation on the ground that, not being rep
resented in Parliament, they had not supposed them
selves bound by those aots. Though" a great discour
agement to trade," they promised, however, to submit to 
them-to any thing, indeed, short of compromising the 
" interest of the Lord Jesus and his ohurches situate in 
this wilderness." On that point they would yield nothing. 

Leverett presently died in office. The choice of Brad- 1679., 
street to fill his place was an evidence of the progress of May. 

the moderate party. 
J. I I 
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CIW'TBB. A synod was presently oalled to inquire "wbat rea-
XIV. sons bad provoked the Lord to bring his judgments on 

1679. New England." This synod, of which Increase Mather 
Sept. 10. drew up the result, denounced a list of sins nearly iden

tical with those to whioh the General Court bad ascrib
ed the late Indian war. The confession ~f faith and s~ 
tem of discipline were revised and confirmed. Reforma
tion was earnestly recommended, and a return to the piety 
and austerity of former times. 

1680. The agents soon returned with a royal letter demand. 
Feb. 

July. 

ing toleration for all sects except papists; the choice of the 
full number of eighteen assistants; the issue of all com
missions, military and oivil, in the king's name; the re
peal of all laws repugnant to the aots of trade; the assign
ment of Maine to the king, on receiving the amount paid 

• for it; what was most unpalatable of all, the surrender 
of the peouliar privileges of ohuroh members, by estab
lishing a peouniary qualification as the sole one for ad
mission to the freedom of the colony. New agents were 
to be appointed within six months, with full power to 
make the concessions demanded. Stoughton had been 

a great stiokler for theocracy, as evi.noed. by his eleotion 
sermon in 1668. He was still muoh inolined that way. 
But, looking to the future, and seeing power about to 
pass into other bands, he was disposed also "to stand 
right to his majesty's interest." 

The returning agents were quickly followed by the 
busy Randolph, who came out with a commission as 001-
lector of the royal customs for New England, and in
spector for enforoing the aots of trade--an offioe to which 
he bad been appointed some time before, but the oom
mission for whioh had been hitherto kept baok, because 
there appeared no source, except the empty royal ex
obequer, out of whioh to pay his salary. 

Digitized by Google 



NEW ENGLAND UNDER CHARLES 11.. 499 

Randolph presented his commission to the Maasaobu- CBAPUR 

setts court, but they took no notice of it. He pressed .xIV. 

them to say if they allowed it to be valid, but they made 1680. 
no answer. The notice of his appointment, posted up 
at the publio exohange, was tom down by order of the 
magistrates; and the General Court presently erected a 
naval office of their own, at whioh all nssels were re-
quired to enter and olear, as Randolph alleged, for the 
very purpose of superseding his authority. 

Encouraged by the Iring's demand for toleration, con- March. 

strued as superseding the" by-laws" of the colony, the 
Baptists ventured to hold a service in their new meeting 
honse. For this they were summoned before the mag
istrates, and, when they refused to desist, the doors were 
nailed up, and the following order posted upon them: 
"All persons are to take notice, that, by order of the 
court, the doors of this house are shnt np, and that they 
are inhibited to hold any meeting therein, or to open the 
doors thereof, without license from authority, till the 
General Court take further order, as they will answer 
the contrary at their peril" When the General Court May 19. 

met, the Baptists pleaded that their house was built ba-
fore any law was made to prevent it. This plea was so 
far allowed that their past offenses were forgiven. But 
they were not allowed to oPen the house. 

It had been strongly intimated in the r.esult of the 
late synod that the Baptists were guilty "of setting up 
an altar against the Lord's altar." Inorease Mather, in 
his" Divine Right of Infant Baptism," now published, 
oharged them, also, with" the sin of Jeroboam, who 
made priests out of the lowest of the people." To a 
vindioation by Elder Russell of himself ~nd his brethren, 
containing an account of the late proceedings, sent to 
London and printed there, Willard, minister of the South 
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CHAPTER Churoh, replied the next year in a pamphlet, to whioh 
XIV. Mather wrote a preface, and whioh fully came up to the 

168C. tone of the motto, "Ne sutor ultra crepidam"-" Let 
the shoemaker stiok to his last"-an insolent.allusion to 
the former occupation of Russell. 

A ourious offshoot from the Baptist seot had lately 
sprllDg up in Conneotiout, oalled Rogerenes, after Jona
than Rogers, of New London, their founder. Their most 
distinguishing tenet was the observance of the seventh 
day (Saturday) as the Sabbath, and their violent denun
oiation of Sunday as the "idol-Sabbath." They made 
it a point to work on that day, and then to complain of 
themselves to the magistrates. They also held the use 
of medioines to be a sinful attempt to thwart God's provo 
idence. They denoun.ood. family prayers and saying 
grace at meals as mere formalities, for whioh there was 

1677. no Soripture warrant. To a remonstrance from the 
Baptists of Rhode Island against the fining and impris. 
oning of some of these enthusiasts, Governor Leet re
plied that they had been treated with "all condescension 
imaginable," and that they might be indulged in" their 
persuasions" if they would forbear to offend "our con. 
sciences" by insisting upon too open an avowal ,of their 
opinions. 

As Mason had no oh&l't8r of New Hampshire, but 
only a grant under the great patent of New England, 
he had no olaims to jurisdiotion; and, aooording to the 
forms of the English law, even his title to the soil, as 
against the occupiers, could only be tried on the spot. 
To faoilitate these trials, and to give them a turn as fa
vorable as might be to Mason, the jurisdiotion of New 
Hampshire had been assumed by the king; and Ran. 
dolph had brought out with him a royal commission for 
setting up a government. To reconoile the people to the 
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change, a president andcoun8elors were selected from 0lW'TER 

among them, the president being John C~tts, a prinoipal XIV. 

inhabitant of Portsmouth. An Assembly was also con- 1680. 
ceded, "so long as the king. might find it convenient." 
This Assembly, at its first.session, opened with prayers Marchl6. 

and a sermon by Moody, minister of-Portsmouth, grate-
fully acknowledged the past care and kindness of Mas
sachusetts. -They enacted, also, a body of laws, compiled 
from the Massachusetts code; but these were rejected in 
England as "fanatical and absurd." 

Mason presently visited the province, and, under a 1681. 
roYtl appointment, took a seat in the council. Little 
satisfied with Cutts, he procured the appointment of gov-
ernor for Cran1ield, an office-holder of London, who was 1682. 
to have for salary a fifth part of all quit-rents recovered 
of the settlers, and to whom Mason guaranteed, by a 
mortgage on the province, the annual payment of £100. 
Mason .put in a claim to all that part of Massachusetts 
north of Salem, as included in his grandfather's old grant 
of Mariana, and hence a new subject of a.la .. ~n in Massa
chusetts. 

While New Hampshire thus finally passed from their 
control, the General Court of Massachusetts proceeded 
to establish over Maine a proprietary government on the 
basis of Gorges's charter. Deputy-governor Danforth 
was appointed president of this resuscitated province, with 
a council na~ed by the General Court of Massachusetts. 
The inhabitants were allowed the privilege, according to 
the terms of Gorges's charter, of choosing deputies from 
the towns, who formed, along with the president and 
council, a provincial assembly. But those to whom 
even full cit~enship of Massachusetts had not been sat
isfactory, were still less pleased with this dependent posi
tion. Danforth proceeded to Maine with a body of horse 
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CBAP'J'BJL and foot, and some show t if not exeroise of force, became 
XlV. 

___ DeQe88&ly to support the new government. 

1680. Randolph made a vigorous attempt at Boetoa to ex-
Sept. eroiae his office by seizing Y688els for violation of the 

acts of trade. But the whole population WIUI against 
him; he was overwhelmed with law-suits for damages, 
and in almost every case was cast with costs. Having 

1681. appealed in Yain to the General Court, he noted and 
April. posted on the Exchange a protest against what he called 

"a faction" in that body, meaning thereby the ultra 
theocratic party. The deputy whom he had appointed 
at Portsmouth enoountered the same sort of obetruca,D8. 
Gookin, on Denison's death elected major general of the 
oolony, and the last who held that office, was specified by 
Randolph as among the most vigorous of his opPonents. 

Finding himself involved in law-suita and perplexities, 
and alleging that he was even in danger of being tried 
for his life under the old law against subverters of the 
colonial Constitution, Randolph obtained leaye to go to 

1682. England, whence, however, he speedily came back, with 
Feb. a royal letter complaining of these obstructions, and de

manding the immediate appointment of agents empow
ered to oonsent to a modification of the charter. 

Diaobedience was DO longer safe. Affairs in England 
had. undergone a great change. After a fierce struggle, 
which had long engaged the attention of the king and 
his oabinet, and which may partly se"e to account fOr 
the feeble and vacillating policy hitherto pursued toward 
Massachusetts, the oourt party, or Tories, as they be
gan to be called, the High Churchmen, the advocates of 
divine right and arbitrary power, had oompletely tri
umphed. The king already threatened with writs of Quo 
Warranto the English oities and boroughs, the strong
holds of his opponents. In this emergency Stoughton 
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was again appointed agent, and with him Joseph Dud.oRAP'l'D' 
ley, son of the former governor, a young man of thirty.five, XIV. 

who now began to come conspiouously forward. Stough. 1682. 
ton having declined the thankless task,' his place was 
supplied by Richards, a strong advocate for the theoora-
oy, who had raised himself from an indented servant to 
be a wealthy merchant, and who subsequently became 
ohief justice of the province. Dudley, as Randolph 
wrote, "had his fortune to make in the world, and if he 
find things resolutely managed, will oringe and bow to 
any thing." "If, upon alteration of the government, 
he were made captain of the castle of Boston and the 
forts in the colony, his majesty," it was suggested, "will 
gain a popular man and ()blige the better party." 

Randolph's commission was ordered to be enrolled. 
The court, by a new act, oharged their newly.appointed 
naval officer to lcok striotly after the enforcement of the 
acts of trade. The penalty of death for plotting the 
overthrow of the colonial Constitution was repealed. For 
the word "Commonwealth" throughout the laws, "ju. 
risdiotion" was substituted. The agents were merely 
authorized to lay these concessions before the king, whioh 

~ it was humbly hoped would satisfy his majesty. 
On the appearance of these agents at court with pow. July. 

era 80 restrioted, a QtuJ WafTanto was threatened forth. 
with unless they were furnished with ampler authority. 
Informed of this threat, the General Court, after great 1683. 
debates, authorized their agents to consent. to the regu- Maroh. 

lation of any thing wherein the government "might ig. 
norantly or through mistake have deviated from the ohar-
ter j" to aooept, indeed, any demands consistent with the 
oharter, the existing government established under it, and 
the" main ends of our predecessors in coming hither," 
whioh main ends. were defined to be "our liberties aud 
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CHAPTER privileges in matters of religion and worship of God, 
XIV. whioh you are, therefore, in no wise to consent to any in-

1683. fringement of." They were authorized to give up Maine 
to the king, and even to tender·him a private gratuity 
of two thousand guineas. Bribes were quite the fashion 
at Charles's court; the king and all his servants were ac
oustomed to take them. The Massaohusetts agents bad 
expended considerable sums to purchase ffl.vor or to ob
tain information, and, by having olerks of the Privy 
Counoil in their pay, they were kept well informed of 
the seoret deliberations of that body. But this offer, un
skillfully managed, and betrayed by Cranfield, the lately 
appointed royal governor of New Hampshire, who had 
advised the magistrates to make it, exposed the colony to 
blame and ridioule. 

Nothing further could now be done. The agents re
turned home. Randolph filed artioles of high misde
meanor. A writ of Quo Warranto issued, and that in
defatigable enemy again crossed the ocean in a royal 

Nov. frigate, and himself served the wEit on the magistrates. 
If the charter were surrendered without the delays and 

formality of a trial, the king promised to be graoious, and 
to make aafew innovations as possible. The English oit
ies, except London, had agreed to surrender their charters, 
and London, after an unavailing resistance, had lost hers 
by a judgment of court. What should Massaohusetts do? 

The popular party in England had just been crushed 
a second time by the execution of R1l88611 and Sidney. 
Bradstreet and the moderate party were inolined to bend 
to the storm, and to authorize the agents to receive the 
king's commands. The magistrates passed a vote to that 
effect. But all the zeal and obstinaoy of the theocratio 
party had been roused by the present or~ zeal re
sulting, as hot zeal often does, in the. ultimate loss of 
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what it was so anxious to save. It was argued that ORAPTER 

submission would be a sin against God; and, with much XlV. 

plausibility, that nothing could be gained by it. Inorease 1683. 
Mather spoke to that effect in a Boston town meeting 
held to consider the subject. After a fortnight's debate, 
the deputies refused to concur. They voted, instead, an 
address to tho king, praying forbearance; but they au
thorized Robert Humphreys, a. London attomey, and the 
legal adviser of the agents, to enter an appearance, and 
to retain counsel, requesting him "to leave no stone un-
tumed that may be of service either in the oase itself, 
or the spinning out the time as muoh as possibly may 
be." No less than three successive letters were written. 
to Humphreys; money was remitted; it was r8OOm-
mended that the counsel he might retain should consult 
"my Lord. Coke, in his fourth part, about the Isle of 
Man and Guernsey." But all hopes of defense were 
futile. Before these letters arrived in London a default 
had already been recorded. That default could not be 
got off, and judgment 'Was entered up the next year, pro- 1684. 
nouncing the charter void. Nov .. 

Meanwhile, New Hampshire was in a very unquiet 
state. Finding the Assembly unmanageable, Cranfield 
dissolved it, whereupon an insurrection followed. Gove, 1682. 
the leader, was arrested, tried, found guilty, and sent to 
England, but· was there pardoned. Juries, selected" with 
some art" by a sheriff of the govemor's appointment, re
turDed verdicts in Mason's favor in aotions of ejeotment 
brought to establish his title. But to get possession un· 
der these verdicts was quite another matter. The sher-
iff and his officers were resisted and mobbed, beaten with 
clubs by the men, and attacked with spits and hot water 
by the women. Cranfield at first had courted the min-
isters, but, not finding 80 much countenance from them 
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CHAPTER as he had hoped, he had the impmdence to add a reli. 
XIV gious to this oivil quarrel. Pretending that the English 

1684. eoolesiasticallaw was in force in the province, he forbade 
the ohurch at Portsmouth to exeroise discipline over an 
offending brother whom he had taken under his proteo
tion. He claimed, also, for himself and all others of "de. 
cent life and conversation," admissioll to the Lord's Sup
per, which he required Moody, minister of Portsmouth, 
to administer to bim according to the Liturgy. Upon 
Moody's refusal, he was tried, deprived of his office, and 
imprisoneci-oonduot whioh made Cranfield still more 
obnoxious. Discharged at length under a striot injunc
tion to preach no more in the province, Moody came to 
Boston, and was rewarded for his firmness by being oho
sen assistant minister of the First Cburoh. Between 
"factious preachers" and obstinate tenants, Cranfield fear
ed, or pretended to fear, for bis life. He retired to Boston, 
and tbe people of New Hampsbire sent agents to England 
to complain of his conduot. Wearied out with the unsuc
cessful struggle, be' presently solioited a reoall, in order, 
as he alleged, "that the world might see that it was not 
him, but the royal commission they caviled at, and that 
bis real offense was bis attempt to put the king's com
mands in execution." Some of the oharges against him 
being sustained, be departed for the West Indies, where 
be obtained the post of collector of Barbadoes. 

1680. The government was left in the bands of Deputy-gov
January. ernor Barefoote, for twenty-five years a resident in the 

province. He complained, like bis prede0e880r, of" fac
tious preacbers," and a "malignant party directed by 
the Massachusetts," and declared that" without some 
force to keep these people under," it would be a difficult 
if not impossible thing" to put in execution his majesty's 
orders or the laws of trade." 
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CHAPTER XV. 

VmGINIA AND MARYLAND UNDER CHARLES n. AND 
JAMES n. 

li07 

DURING the continuance of the English Common- CDAPTER xv. 
wealth, Virginia had enjoy«l a very popular form of gov- __ _ 

ernment. All tax-payers had the right to vote for burg-
esses. The Assembly, subject to frequent renewals, had 
assumed the right of electing the' governor, counselors, 
and other principal offi.oers; and, exoept a general oon. 
formity to the policy of the mother country, looal affairs 
appear to have been managed with very little of external 
control 

Great changes in these respects presently took place. 
During the quarter of a oentury which followed the Res
toration, a considerable part of the freemen of Virginia 
were deprived of the elective franchise--an invaluable 
privilege, whioh, even to this day, they have not re
gained. The Assembly's authority was also greatly our· 
tailed; while a corresponding inorease took plaoe in the 
power and prerogatives of the governor and the counsel
ors. These ohanges were occasioned, in part, by ex· 
ternal pressure, but they sprung also, to a considerable 
extent, from internal causes, existing in the social organ
ization of the oolony. 

The founders of Virginia, like those of New England, 
had brought with them from the mother oountry strong 
aristooratio prejudioes and a marked distinotion of ranks. 
Both in Virginia and New England the differenoe be

tween "gentlemen" and "those of the oommon sort" 
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CJUPTER was very palpable. Indented servants formed a still in
xv. ferior class; not to mention negro and Indian slaves, of 

1660. whom, however, for a long period after the planting of 
Virginia, the number was almost as inconsiderable in 
that colony as it always remained in New England. 

But though starting, in these respects, from a com
mon basis, the operation of different causes early pro
duced different effeots, resulting in a marked differenoe 
of local character. The want in New England of any 
staple produot upon which hired or purchased labor could 
be profitably employed, discouraged immigration and the 
importation of indented servants or slaves. Hence the 
population soon became, in a great measure, home-bom 
and home-bred. 

The lands were granted by townships to companies 
who intended to settle together. The settlements were 
required to be made in villages, and every village had its 
meeting house, its schools, its military company, its mu
nicipal organization. In Virginia, on the other hand, • 
plantations were isolated; each man settled where he 
found a convenient unoccupied spot. The parish ohurch
es, the county courts, the election of burgesses, brought 
the people together, and kept up something of adult ed
ucation. But the parishes were· very extensive; there 
were no schools; and parochial and political rights were 
soon greatly ourtailed. 

Even the theocratio form of govemment prevailing in 
New England tended to diminish the in1Iuence of wealth, 
by introduoing a different basis of distinction; and still 
more so that aotivity of mind, the consequence of strong 
religious exoitement, developing constantly new views of 
religion and politics, which an arrogant and supercilious 
theocraoy strove in vain to suppress. Hence, in New 
England, a constant tendenoy toward soow equality. In 
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Virginia and Maryland, on the other hand, the manage- CHAPTER 

ment of provinoial and looal' affairs fell more and more un- xv. 
der the control of a few wealthy men, possessed of large 1660. 
traots of land, whioh they oultivated by the labor partly 
of slaves, but principally of indented white servants. 

Indented service existed, indeed, in all the American 
oolonies; but the oultivation of tobaooo oreated a special 
demand for it in Virginia and Maryland. A regular 
trade was early established in the transport of persons, 
who, for the sake of a passage to America, suffered them
selves to be sold by the master of the vessel to serve for 
a term of years after their arrival. . But the embarka
tion of these indented servants was not always voluntary. 
Sometimes they were entrapped by infamous arts, some
times even kidnapped, and sometimes sentenced to trans
portation for political and other offenses. We have al
ready had oooasion to mention the exportation of felons 
to Virginia, known among the colonists as "jail-birds." 
In the same way Cromwell disposed of many of his En
glish, Scotch, and Irish prisoners of war, a few of whom 
were also sent to New England. On the expiration of 
their term of servitude, limited to four, five, or, more 
oommonly, to seven years, these servants aoquired.all the 
rights of freemen, and, in Virginia, a olaim, also, to the 
fifty aores of land to which all immigrants were entitled. 
But the lands most favorably situated were already tak
en up, and held in large traots by the more wealthy 
planters. It was only on the outskirts of the cultivated 
oountry that these new freemen could locate their grants. 
, The rivers whioh intersected Lower Virginia, dividing 

the oolony into a series of" necks," as they were oalled, 
served an excellent pUrpose for intercommunioation. 
There was not a plantation at any great distance from tide
water. Vessels, ascending the rivers, landed goods and 
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CBAPTD took tobacco on board at the very doon of the planten. 
xv. But even this facility was not without its disadvantages. 

1660. It prevented the coD08Dtration of trade at particular spots, 
and long opposed an insuperable obstacle to the formation 
of to'WJl.8-& want sensibly felt, and vainly attempted, as 
we shall see, to be supplied by legislation. 

The oultiYation of tobaooo, at the low prioes to which 
it had sunk, dorded only a scanty resour08 to that great 
body of free planten obliged to rely on their own labor. 
Yet all schemes for the introduotion of other staples 
had failed. The domestio manufaoture of cloths, suc
cessfully introduced into New England, seems to have 
been almost unknown in Virginia. Nor ,,"ere there any 
mechanical employments except of the rudest and most 
indispensable sorts. All kinds of manufactured goods 
were imported from England; but neither in this im. 
portation, nor in the exportation oftheir own produce, did 
the Virginians themselves take any part. The mari· 
time oharaoter of New England was already well estab
lished. The fisheries and foreign trade formed an im
portant part of her industry. Her ships might be seen 
on the Grand Bank, in the West Indies, in the ports of 
Britain, Spain, and Portugal, on the coast of .Africa, in 
the Chesapeake itself; While hardly one or two small 
vessels were owned in Virginia, and that notwithstand. 
ing the efforts of the Assembly to encoorage ship-build. 
ing and navigation, for which the province dorded suoh 
abundant facilities. 

Competition between Dutch aDd English trading ves
sels had assisted hitherto to keep up the price of tobacco, 
and to secure a sUpply of imported goods at reasonable 
rates. But that competition was noW to oease. The 
English commercial interest had obtained from the Con. 
vention Parliament, which welcomed back Charles II. to 
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the English throne, that famous navigation aot, whioh, CBAPTEJl 

among other provisions for the special benefit of English xv. 
shipping, strictly exoluded all foreign vessels from the 1660. 
English colonies. The Virginians, alarmed at an act 
whioh threatened to place them at the meroy of the En-
glish traders, sent Governor Berkeley to England, at an 1661. 
eXp8Jl88 to the colony of two hundred" thousand pounds March. 

of tobacco, to remonstrate on their behalf. Berkeley 
failed in this publio mission; but he improved the op
portunity to seoure Jor himself a share in the new prov-
ince of Carolina, now ereoted by charter, and of which 
he beoame one of the eight proprietors. So far, indeed, 
from relaxing the restriotions complained of, the new 
Parliament passed a further aot, requiring the Anglo- 1663. 
American colonists to ship exolusively to England all 
their most valuable" staples, designated by name, and 
thence known as "enumerated articles," of which to-
bacco was one of the ohief. By the same act the col· 
onists were restricted to England for their supply of Eu
ropean commodities, being no longer allowed to import 
them direot from the countries where they were pro-
duced. Thus was the English merohant enabled to 
oharge a double profit on the interco1irse between Eu-
rope and the colonies, and the mother country, also, to 
impose a tax upon it, by means of duties levied upon all 
" enumerated artioles" imported into England. 

At the same session at whioh Berkeley was sent to 
England, Clayborne was ordered by the Virginia As
sembly to deliver up the colony records to Thomas Lud
well, appointed seoretary by royal commission. 

Under the administration of Colonel Franois MorY80n, 1662. 
captain of the fort at Point Comfort, a Royalist immigrant March. 

of 1649, appointed by the counoil to aot as governor dur-
ing Berkeley's mission to England, a third revision was 
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CHAPTD made of the Virginia statutes. The preamble declares 
xv. them to be "but as brief memorials, for "convenience' 

1662. sake, of those exoe1lent and often-refi.ned laws of En
gland, to which we profess and acknowledge all due obe
dience and reverence," "sometimes, perhaps, from the 
difference of our and their condition, varying in small 
things, but far from the presumption of contradicting any 
thing therein contained." Compiled under an order of 
the previous Assembly by the joint skill of Moryson and 
Henry Randolph, the clerk, for which service they receiv
ed fifteen thousand pounds of tobacoo, this code was sent 
to England to be printed, under an exclusive privilege 
of printing granted to Randolph, and his heirs and as
signs, for the ten years ensuing. 

The Church of England is re-established by this code, 
with the canons, the Liturgy, and the church catechism. 
The anniversary of the execution of Charles I. is made 
a fast, and of the restoration of Charles n. a holiday. 
Besides their glebes and parsonages, a maintenance is 
secured to the parish ministers in "valuable and current 
colD:Dlodities of the country," to the annual amount each 
of not less than fourscore pounds, about $320. There 
were also fees and perquisites; for a funeral sermon, four 
hundred pounds of tobacoo; for a marriage by license, 
two hundred pounds of tobacoo, or fifty pounds when 
the bans are proclaimed. Philip Mallory, "eminently 
faithful in the ministry," had been sent already "to 
solicit ohuroh affairs in England," on a salary of eleven 
thousand pounds of tobacco. Nonconformist preachers 
are to be silenced and sent· out of the country. The 
Quaker and Anabaptist heresies had spread into Virginia. 
Two years before, the Assembly had oharged against the 
Quakers that, "contrary to the law, they do daily gather 
together unto them unlawful assemblies and cougrega-
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tions of people, teaching and publishing lies, miraoles, false C1W'TER . xv 
visions, prophecies, and dootriJies, endeavoring and at- . 
tempting thereby to 'destroy religious laws, oommunities, 1662. 
and all bond of civil society ." By the same assembly, ship
masters bringing Quakers into the oolony were subjected 
to a penalty of £100. The Quakers themselves were to 
be imprisoned without tria~ till they gave seourity to leave 
the oolony and not to return. . Such as did return were 
to be proceeded against as oontemners of the laws, and if 
they returned a second time, as felons. No person, un-
der penalty of £100, was to entertain a Quaker, or to 
permit any Quaker assembly in or near his house; nor 
was any person, at his peril, to distribute or purohase 
Quaker bOoks. These harsh provisions, apparently oopied 
from the legislation of New England, are not embodied 
in the present code. Penalties, however, are imposed 
upon Quakers and all others who refuse to attend the 
parish churches. 

The management of parish affairs is intrusted to a 
vestry of twelve persons, to be chosen, in the first place, 
by the parishioners; all vacancies to be filled by the 
vote of the minister and the remaining members. These 
vestries, thus oonverted into olose oorporations, independ
ent of the parishioners, had the appointment of church
wardens from among themselves, and the right to levy 
taxes for parochial purposes. The project of a oollega, 
again revived, resulted in nothing. The oounties are 
limited to two burgesses each, reserving, however, to 
James City, "the metropolis," the right to have a bur
gess of its own j the same privilege to be extended to 
every town of a hundred acres in extent settled by a 
hundred tithable persons. 

The late quarter oourts, held by the governor and 
oonncil, now reduced to three annually ~ receive the name 

I. Kit 
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cllAP'l'D of General Courts. Subsequently their 88S8iona became 
xv. semi-annual. Commissioners for county courts, equi'Y-

1662. alent to justioes of the peace, are limited to eight for 
each county, to be appointed by the governor. The 
county courts had the appointment of surveyors of high
ways, the levy of county rates, and the eoactment of 
county by-laws. "Thus was the management of county 
as well as of parish affairs taken from the body of the 
inhabitants, and vested in a few wealthy planters, who 
held their appointments for life, or at the pleasure of the 
governor. Trial by jury is established in all.cases, and 
grand juries are now first introduced. There are to be 
provided by each county a prison, pillory, pair of stooks, 
whipping-post, and duoking-stool. Forms of proceeding 
are prescribed for the courts. No person is to be proe
eouted on claims from England, except security for costs 
be first given. The prohibition of meroeuary attorneys 
seems now to have been finally abandoned; but" avari
oious and griping praotitioners in physio and chimrgery" 
were still objects of legislation, and the courts are au
thorized to examine them under oath, and to out down 
their bills. 

The two shilling duty pet' hogshead on exported to
baooo, besides threepence fort money, is oon.6.rmed and 
continued. Out of it the govemor was to receive annu
ally £1000, .4000, a permanent salary quite suflioient 
to render him independent. The Assembly, however, in
creased it by an additional £200, voted from year to 
year out of the colony levy. In aid of that levy, and to 
discourage the "exoessive abWle of rum," duties were im
posed of sixpence a gallon and a penny a pound upon 
,um and sugar imported. But, on account of the diffi
oulty of collection, and the obstruction to trade, these du
ties were soon repealed. NODe could reU.ilstrong drinks 
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without a license, at rates to be fixed by the county com- CBAPTEJt 
. . xv. 

1Dl881oners. 
The hope ofintroduoingnew branohes of industry was 1662. 

'Dot yet abandoned. To 8Doour&ge Oolonel Scarborough's 
, salt works in NorthamptoB, the importation of salt into 

.that 'C01lnty is probibi'ted. The planting of mulberry 
trees was still enforced, and premiums al'e offered for 
$lk, for ships built, and for woolen and linen oloth made 
·in the oolony. r,i'wo aores of coroor .pulse, or one acre 
of wheat, were to be oultivated for every tithable. A 
tan-house, with cU.rtiers and shoe-makersattaohed, was 
to be establisbed at the public expense in each COUllty; 
hides received at a fixed price, to be manufao1med into 
shoes, and sold at rates presoribed in tbe statute. It 
does not appear what auOO688 attended this ourious scheme 
for introducing a kind of manufacture already "natural. 
ized," and suooeasfnlly carried on, as we have seen, in 
New England. Spanish pieces of eight-that is, dol. 
lars--are declared current at the rate of five shillings, 
and the exportation of money in S1lID8 above forty shil. 
lings is prohibited. The exportation of ·mares and sheep 
is also forbidden. Masters of vessels transporting any 
person out of the colony without a pass, are liable for' his 
debts. 

The .provisions of this code respecting the Indians are 
conceived in a more humane and candid spirit than any 
previous enaotments on the same sul>joot. The mutual 
discontents, complaints, jealousies1 and fears of the colo
nists and the Indians are declared to prooeed ohiefly from 
the violent intrusion of divers English upon Indian lands, 
the Indians being prorokef1 to revenge themselves by kill. 
~ the cattle and hOMIJ of the oolonists; whence arise 
reports aad rumors of hostile intentions. The law pr0-

hibiting the traDsfer of Indian lands except at quarter 
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CBAPTEll courts had failed of its purpose. It was easy to fright
xv. en the Indians into an aoknowledgment of sales they had 

1662. never made, or to oheat them by fa1se interpreters. All 
future purchases from Indians were aooordingly declared 
void, and all persons enoroaching upon Indian lands were 
to be removed. Indians might be licensed by two j1l8t
ices to fish and collect oysters and wild fruits within the 
English bounds, but those so licensed were to have cer· 
tain badges,· by whioh they might be identified if they 
did mischief. None were to trade with the Indians with. 
out lioenae from the governor. No Indians entertained 
as servants were to be sold into slavery, or for a longer 
period than English indented Servants of a like age. 
Several persons, apparently of wealth and consideration, 
were heavily fined by the Assembly for wrongs done to 
the Indians and intrusions upon them. By subsequent 
acts, shortly aeter, if a white man were murdered, the 

1663. inhabitants of the nearest Indian town were to be held 
1665. responsible. The appointment of their own ohiefs was 

taken from the Indians and conferred upon the governor, 
and any refusing to obey the ohiefs thus appointed were 
.to be treated as enemies and rebels. There exists, also, 

1660. an order of a little earlier date, authorizing the seizure 
and sale "into a foreign country" of so many IndiaDS 
of a certain tribe as might be necessary to produce com. 
pensation . for dtmages with which they were oharged, 
provided they refrued satisfaotion otherwise.· 

A ourious instan~ of collision with Massaohusetts 
was brought, at this sabe session, to the Assembly's no-

1661. tice. The indented servant of William Drummond, an 
inhabitant of Virginia, had been discharged from his 
master's service by "the court of Boston, in New En. 
gland," without any sufficient reWlOn, it was thought, 
though probably on the authority of Deuteronomy, ohap. 
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xxiii., ver. 15: "Thou shalt not deliver unto his mas- ClW'TER 

tar the servant whioh is psoaped from his master unto ; xv. 
thee." The governor and counoil had written to Boston 1662. 
about it, but had received no satisfactory answer. In 
this state of the oase, the Assembly ordered, "as the 
least of ill expedients," for the master's indemnifioation, 
that the value of £40 shOuld be seized out of the prop-
erty of some oitizens of Massaohusetts then within the 
jurisdiotion of Virginia. 

Upon the restoration of the proprietary authority in 1660. 
Maryland, the old system of religious toleration had been , 
re-established; but it did not avail the Quakers. Preach. 
ers of that sect were ordered to be apprehended and whip
ped, not, indeed, as heretios, but as "vagabonds, who 
dissuade the people from complying with military disci. 
pline, from holding offioes, giving testimony, and serving 
as jurors." 

A mint was now set up in Maryland, whioh contin· 
ued in operation for the next thirty years. . A tonnage 
duty, for the sole benefit of the proprietary, was also 
imposed upon all vessels arriving in the colony--a per· 
petual item henceforward of proprietary revenue. 

Charles Cal.vert, then a very young man, son and 
p"resumptive heir of the proprietary, soon arrived in 1662. 
Maryland with a commission as governor. 

Berkeley returned about the same time; and the 
Virginia Assembly, at a session held shortly after, in Dec. 

compliance with suggestions whioh he had brought out 
from England, passed an aot.for converting Jamestown, 
whioh still remained a paltry hamlet, into a oity of 
thirty-two brick houses. Each of the seventeen coun· 
ties was required to build one house, for -whioh laborers 
might be impressed at certain fixed rates. For the en· 
couragement.o~ private persons to undertake the others, 
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CIW'TBB. they were to receive from the publio for every house 
xv. built a reward of ten thot'l8aDd pounds of tobaoco, with 

1662. exolusive rights to build stores, and lots to build them 
on. To meet the expeDSe8 of this soheme, a general 
poll tax of thirty pounds of tobaooo was imposed. All 
pel'8Oll8 settling in the town were to be privileged from 
arrest for two years; and all tobaooo made in the three 
neighboring counties was to be brought to Jamestowu, 
and stored there for shipment. It was designed to 68e 

tablish, by a similar prooess, other towns on the York 
River, the Rappahannoo, the Potomac, and the eastem 
abare. 

At this same session an aot was passed, the first stat
ute of Virginia whioh attempts to give a legislative ba
aia to the system of hereditary servitude. The right 
to hold heathen Afrioans and their posterity as slaves 
would seem to have been thought 80 fully sanotioned by 
the English law as to require no special ooloniallegis
latioa. But mulatto children had been born in the col. 
ony. Their parentage, on one side or the other, must 
'be Christian. What should be their condition? The 
English courts had held, in relation to serfdom, that the 
condition ~f the ohild must be determined by that of the 
:father; and that all ohildren not born in lawful wedlook 
must be esteemed free, as having no legal fatbers--doo
trines which had gone far to bring serfdom to an end. 
By a very questionable exercise of authority, hardly to 
. be reconoi1:ed with their late professions of reverenoo for 
the law of England, the Virginia Assembly saw fit to 
adopt the rule of the oivillaw, 80 muah more convenient 
for slaveholders, by enaoting that ohildren should be 
held bond or. free, "aooording to the condition of the 
mother." 

1663. , The subjeot of slavery attraoted, also, the attention 
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of the Maryland Legislature. It was provided, by the CJIAPTBB 

first section of an act now passed, that" all negroes aod xv. 
other slaves within this province, aod all negroes and 1663. 
other slaves to be hereafter imported into this province, 
shall serve during life; and all ohildren bom of any ne .. 
gro or other slave, shall be slaves, as their jatiuJr, were, 
for the term of their lives." The second section recites 
that" divers &ee-bom English women, forgetful of their 
free oondition, and. to the ~ of our nation, do iri .. 
termarry with negro slaves;" and. for deterring from 
such "shameful matches," it enacts that, during their 
husbands'_ lives, white women 80 intermarrying shall be 
servants to the masters of their husbands, and that the 
issue of suoh marriages shall be slaves for life. 

Shortly after Berkeley's return, a conspiracy among 
some indented servant&--betrayed, however, by one of 
the conspirators in seuon to prev~nt misohie£-oooa.. 
sioned a great alarm in Virginia. A guard )Vas ap
pointed for the govemor and oo1lJl()il; and the Assembly 
voted to obeerve the 13th of September, "the day this 
villainous plot should ha.ve been put in exeoution," as 
a perpetual holiday, in memory of the escape of the 
oolony. 

The severe perseouting laws against the Quakere, left 
out of the new code, were now again re-enacted. By 
an act of the previous session, all who refused, "out of 
averseness to the orthodox established religion, or the 
new-fangled conceits of their OWD heretical inventioDs," 
to have their ohildren baptized by "the la.wful minister," 
had been subjeoted to a. fine of two thousand pounds of 
tobacoo. One of the burgesses, aooused of Anabaptist 
and. Quaker opinions, was expelled the house. This re
ligious peraeoution seems to have oooasioned an emigra
tion to the banks of the Chowan, where a few nonoon .. 
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CHAP'l'U formist settlers from' Virginia, founders of North Caro-
xv. lina, bad already established tliemselves.' , 

1663. Another curious old law, originally passed daring 
Berkeley's former' administration, was now re-enacted: 
" Whereas it is frequent with divers uibabitants of this 
country to entertain strangers, with their horses, without 
making any agreement with the party wbat he shall pay 
for his accommodations, whicb, if the party live, causeth 
many litigious suits, and, if the stranger die, lays a 
gap open to many avarioious persons to ruin the estate 
of the person deceased-for remedy for tbe future, be it 
enacted, that no person not making a positive agreement 
with anyone he sball entertain into his house for diet 
or storage, shall recover any thing against anyone 80 

entertained, or against his estate, but that everyone 
shall be reputed to entertain those of courtesy with 
whom they make not a certain agreement." 

To raise the prioe of tobaooo by some legislative inter
ference had long been a favorite theory in Virginia. 
The means proJl()S6d was a "stint" or "oessation," an 
omission, that is, to plant for a year or more. But, to 
carry out this scheme, it was necessary to get Maryland 
to come into the arrangement. After much negotiation, 

1666. that province passed an act for the purpose, and a "cessa
tion" for a. year was arranged, during whioh debtors were 
to bave the privilege of paying only one half of their 
tobacco debts, for which grain and other produce were 
also made a legal tender. Before this act came into oper
ation, the whole scbeme was defeated by the proprietary 
of Maryland, who objected to it as injurious to the poorer 
planters, and to the king's revenue as well as his own. 

The" nakedness of the country," occasioned by the low 
price of tobacco and the defeat of this scheme for rais
ing its price, led to new legislative efforts for the intra-
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duction of manufaotures. Every county was to set up CRAPTER 

1 · d·d xv. a oom at Its own expense, an to proVl e a weaver. __ _ 
Not having been found to produce the desired effect, the 1666. 
requirement to plant mulberry trees, in force since the 
early days of the colony, was now at last abandoned. 
The rewards hitherto offered for silk, oloths, and the 
building of vessels, were also withdrawn. 

It was about this time that Berkeley sent out an ex
ploring party, the first that orossed the Blue Ridge and 
penetrated into the valley beyond-an enterprise not 
again repeated for near fifty years. 

The breaking out of the Dutch war had oooasioned con
siderable alarm in Virginia. James River was entered by 
Dutch privateers, and trading vessels were seized there. 
Under the infiuenoe of this alarm, forts were built at Nan
semond and James City, and on the York, Rappahannoo, 
and Potomao, on whioh were mounted some thirty pieces 
of oannon, partly purohased by the colony, and the rest 
sent out by the king. But the expense of keeping up 
-these forts proved a. heavy burden to the oolony. 

The lawfulness of holding Afrioans as slaves was sup-
posed to rest, in part at least, on the fact that they were 
heathen. But of the negroes brought to Virginia, some 
had been. converted. and baptized, and this was the oase 
to a still greater extent with those born in: the colony. 
By what right were these Christians held as slaves? 
This question having been raised in Virginia, the As
sembly came to the relief olthe masters by enacting that 1667. 
negroes, though converted and baptized, should not there- . 
by become free. At the same session, in remarkable de
viation from the English law, it was also enaoted, that 
killing slaves by extremity of correction should not be 
esteemed felony, "since it can not be presumed that pre-
pense malice should induce any man to destroy his own 
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CHAPTER estate." The -prohibition agaiDst holding Indians as 
xv. slaves was also relaxed as to those brought in by water, 

1667. a new law having elULCteci "that all servants, fIOt being 
Ohristians, imported by shipping, shall be slaves for life." 
About this penoo, and afterwud, a oonsiderable number 
of Indian slaves seem to have beea imported into Virginia 
and New EnglaDd from the West Indies aad the Spanish 
Main. 

As a neoessary pendent to the slave code, the system 
now also began of subjecting freed slaves to oivil disa
bilities. It had already been enacted that female sen
ants employed in field labor should be rated aDd taxed 
as tithable. Negro women, though kee, were now sub
jected to the 8f1IDe tax. Free negroes and Indians were 
also disqualified to purchase or hold white I8rvants. 

While the slave code was thus extended, the privileg
es and political power of the poorer whites underwent a 
corresponding diminution. During the period. of the 
Commonwealth, the Virginia Assemblies had heeD obos
en for only two years; but this privilege of frequent 
elections was no longer enjoyed. The .Aaaembly of 
1661 was still in existence, suoh vacanoies as occurred 
being filled kom time to time by speoia.l elections, 
Even this small privilege was begrudged to the poorer 
freemen; and, on the usual pretexts of tumultuous elec
tions, and want of anffioient disoretioll in the poorer vot-

1670. ers, it was now enacted. that DOD6 but householders and 
freebolders should ha'Ye a voice in the election of bur
gesses-a prinoipltf maintained in Virginia to this day. 

Some replies of Berkeley to a aeries of questions sub
mitted to him by the plantation committee of the Privy 

1671. Counoil give quits a distinot picture of the colony as it 
then was. The population is estimated at 40,000, in
oluding 2000 "black slaves," and 6000 "Christian 
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servants," of whom abont 1600 were imported yearly, CHAPTER 

prinoipally English. 8inoe the exolusion of Dutoh ves- xv. 
sels by the acts of DAvigation, the importation of negroes. 1671. 
had bee1a very limited; not above two or three ship-loads. 
had arrived in seven years. The English trade to Afri. 
ca, a monopoly in the hands of the Royal African Com. 
pany, does not seem to have been prosecuted with muoh 
spirit; a.ud suoh supply of slaves as that company fur. 
nished was chiefly engrossed by Jamaica and the other su· 
gar colonies. Tobaooo, to the quantity of fifteen or twenty 
thousand hogsheads of three hundred and fifty pounds each, 
is represented by Berkeley as the only exportable commod. 
ity, for the transportation of which, and the supply of the 
colony with imported goods, there came y.early from En.. 
gland and heland some eighty ships, besides a few ketches 
from New England. The Navigation Act is complain. 
ed of as cutting off the market for staves, timber, and 
oorn; but this could only be by excluding Dutoh and. 
other foreign ships from the colony; for, notwitbsta.ud. 
ing the navigation acta, the Virginians remained at full 
liberty to send those articles wherever they pl~ • 

. Unluokily, they had no shipping. "There is a gov. 
ernor and sixteen coUll88lors, who have from. his sacred.· 
lD&jesty a commission of oyer. and terminer, who judge. 
and determine all ca1l888 that are above £16 ster .. 
ling; fur what is under, there are parlioular courts in . 
every county, which are twenty in number. Every 
year, at leaSt, the Assembly is oa.1I.ed, before whom lie 
appeals; and this Assembly is composed of two burgess
es out of every oounty. These lay the necessary taxes, 
as their exigencies require." It is added, however, that 
the Indian neighbors of the colony are "absolntely sub. 
jected, 80 that there is no fear of them." "We have 
forty .eight parishes," adds the governor, "and our JDin,. 

Digitized by Google 
_I 



024 HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES. 

CBA~ isters are well paid, and by my oonsent should be better, 
xv. if they would pray ofteper and preaoh less. But as of 

1671. all other oommodities, so of this, the worst are sent us, 
and we have few that we can boast of since the persecu
tion, in Cromwell's tyranny, drove divers worthy men 
hither. But I thank God there are no free schools nor 
printing, and I hope we shall not have these hundred 
years; for learning has brought disobedience, and here
sy, and sects into the world, and printing has divulged 
them, and libels against the best government: God keep 
us from both!" 

1672. No opposition appears to have been made in Virginia 
to the establishment of a crown oustom-house to oollect 
the duties imposed by act of Parliament on the shipmen~ 
of "enumerated artioles" from one oolony to another. 
The Virgini8.ll8 might deem that act to be aimed rather 
at the New Englanders than at them. Yet grievan068 
from England were not wanting. Publio attention 
was soon muoh engrossed by some proceedings on the 
part of the king, whioh might lead the Virginians to 
question whether even the "tyranny of Cromwell" were 
not quite as tolerable, on the whole, as the rule of "his 
saored majesty" Charles II. The royal quit-rents, in
stead of being applied to the benefit of the oo1ony, had 
been given away, for a term of years, to one Colonel 
Norwood, whom Berkeley oalls a "deserving servant of 
the orown;" but wherein his desert oonsisted does not ap
pear. The whole" northern neck," that is, the peninsula 
between the Rappahannoo and the Potomac, had been 
granted to the Earl of St. Alban's, Lord Culpepper, and 
others, without even excepting the plantations already 

1673. settled there. Finally, the entire oolony was assigned, 
Feb. iii. for thirty-one years, to Lords Culpepper and Arlington, 

including all quit-rents, 88Oheats, the power to grant lands 
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and to ereot new counties, the presentation to all ohuroh- CJlAPTER 

es, and the nomination of sheriffs, esoheators, and sur- xv. 
veyors. These noblemen had a very bad character tor 1673. 
rapaoity. Arlington was one of the king's ministers, and 
a member of the famous" Cabal." They could have no 
object in obtaining this grant except to enrioh themselves 
out of the colony. Perhaps they might question existing 
land. titles, of whioh some, it is probable, would hardly 
bear examination. The Assembly was alarmed, and three 
agents, Colonel Francis Mory80n, late aoting governor, 
Mr. Secretary Ludwell, and Major-general Thomas 
Smith, were dispatched to England-to solicit a modifioa- 1674. 
tion of this extraordinary grant, or to purohase it up for Sept. 

the benefit of the colony. To provide funds for this pur-
chase, a tax was imposed of a hundred pounds of tobaooo 
per poll, to be collected by two annual installments. To 
raise the ready money, this tax was to be fanned out at 
the rate of eight shillings, about two dollars, the hundred, 
that amount to be paid down at once by the undertak-
ers. As a further and quite original means of filling the 
empty treasury, a tax of from thirty to seventy pounds 
of tobacco was imposed upon every unsuooessful suitor in 
any of the colony courts. 
- Besides this business of buying out Lords Culpepper 
and Arlington, the commissioners were also instruoted to 
solioit a royal oharter for the colony, confirming all land
titles, giving to the governor and counoil a general power 
·as a oriminal court, without. the necessity of a special 
commission of oyer and terminer, and guaranteeing to 
the Assembly all the authority it had hitherto exercised. 
If.'he proposed ohari.er was approved by the solicitor and 1675. 
attorney general; the plantation coIDDlittee reported in Nov. 16. 

_favor of it; and the king ordered it to be put into form. 
It encountered, however, some unexplained delays in pass-
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CHAPTEB. ing the seals. Its progress was finally out short by news 
xv. from Virginia of a nature to show that the alisence of 

167D. fr8e schools was by no meaDS 80 absolute a guarantee 
against disoontent and rebellion as Berkeley had sup-
posed. 

Discontents in Virginia had reaohed, in faot, a high 
pitch. The colony, county, and parish levies were all 
raised by poll taxes. Tb088 who paid these taxes had 
little or no voice in imposing them. There bad been DO 

general election since tbe Restoration, and even in looal 
elections to fill vacanoies in the .Assembly, a consider
able part of the freemen had lost their right to vote. 
The taxes imposed to keep up the forts, and the late 
levy to buyout Culpepper and Arlington, caused great 
discontents, aggravated by the declining price of tobaooo. 
In the selection of vestrymen and county comm.iasionen 
the people had no voice at all. These local dignitaries, 
by long continuance in office, had grown supereilious 
and arbitrary. The compensation to the members of 
Assembly bad been lately fixed at ODe hundred and fifty 
pounds of tobaooo per day, besides near as much DlOl'e 

for horses, semmts, and boatmen. This amount was 

deemed eX0888ive by the tax-payers, who aooused the 
members of protracting their 1e8li0DS for the mere sake 
of increasing their pay. The publio dissatisfaction had 

1674. already shown itself in popular diStnrban088, "811ppresa
'ed by proolamation and the advice of 8OI1l8 discreet per-
8OD8." Nothing, however, was wanting, except an 0cca

sion and a leader, to throw the whole community into & 

flame. An oooasiOn was soon found in an Indian war j 
a leader presented himself in Nathaniel Bacon. 

Bacon was a young man, not yet thirty, lately arrived 
from London, where he bad studied law in the Temple. 
He had estates and influential connections' in Virginia. 
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.His unole, of the same name, of whom he was pre- CHAPTER 

. sumptive heir, held a seat in the counoil--41D honor to xv. 

which the young Baoon was also soon admitted. 1675. 
The Indian war seems to have originated in the move

ments of the Senecas, one of the clans of the Five Nations, 
who improved the interval of a short ~ with CIlIl8.da 
to attack their Southern neighbors the SasquehfWlD88. 
The Susquehannas were precipitated on the settlements 
of Maryland. War followed, and aid. 1Vas asked and 
given by the Virginia planters of the northern neok. 
Among these planters Was one John Washington, an 

, emigrant from the north of England, for some eighteen 
years past a resident in Virginia, founder of a family 
whioh produced, a century afterward, the commander
in-cbief of the American armies. A fort of the S118-
quehannas, on the north side of the Potomac, was be

sieged by a party of Virginians under his leaders~ip, 
and that of Brent and Mason. Some ohiefs, sent out 
by the Indians to treat of peace, were seized and treaoher
ously slain. The besieged party made a desperate resist
ance, and, baving presently escaped, revenged the outrage 
·on their envoys by many barbarities on the Virginia 
planters. The whole frontier was soon in alann. 

The furious and desttuotive IDdian war, beaded. by 
King Philip, raging at this very time in New England, 
no doubt tended to increase the tenor of the Virginians. 
By suggesting the idea of a general conspiraoy for the 
destruotionof the whites, it exposed even the most friend
ly tribes to be suspected as enemies. The Virginia hl
dians, or some of them, became hostile, or" were thought 
so. The peace which had lasted for thirty years was 
broken. Numerous depredationa, at various points, 0c

casioned no little excitement in the colony. The people 
on the frontier, colleoted in garrisoned houses, never stir-
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CIIAPTER red out unarmed. " The Indians were seen in small par
xv. ties lurking throughout the land." The Indian traders, 

167a. accused of having supplied the Indians with guns and 
ammunition, became objects of great popular detestation. 
The governor, who enjoyed a certain per centage on the 
Indian traffic, for which he had the sole right of granting 
licenses, shared, also, a part of this unpopularity, increas
ed., there is reason to believe, by his energetic condem
nation of the treachery practiced on the Susquehannas, 
and his disposition to shield the peaceful Indians from the 
indiscriminating rage of the colonists. 

Sir Henry Chicheley had arrived in Virginia a year or' 
two before, with a commission as deputy governor. He 
set out at the head of a volunteer expedition to attack 
the Indians, but was speedily recalled. The Assembly 

1676. met, and taking into "sad and serious oonsideration" 
Mareh. the" sundry murders, surprises, and many depredations" 

lately committed, they declared war against all Indians 
"who are notoriously known, or shall be discovered to 
have committed. the murders, surprises, or depredations 
aforesaid, their fautors, aiders, and abettors," and against 

all other "suspected Indians" who refused to· deliver 
sufficient hostages, or to aid and assist in the pursuit, 
discovery, and destruction of the hostile. 

As this was to be a war "with an enemy whose re
tirements are not easily discovered, 80 that a flying 
army may not be 80 useful at present," the Assembly 
ordered the enlistment of Dve hundred men, a quarter 
part . horsemen, "to be drawn out of the midland and 
most secure parts q,-the country," "to be entered into 
standing pay, and plaCed at the heads of the rivers and 
other places fronting on the enemy." For the better 
discovery of the enemy's approaches, the horsemen were 
to range constantly between the garrisons, 80 as to meet . 
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each other, if possible. The foot" were to be in action CHAPTER 

at the discretion of the cotnmander for securing the ad- xv. 
jaoent plantations." Each garrison was to be allowed 1676. 
four Indians as guides. Commissioners ware appointed 
in each county to impress the necessary men, horses, 
boats, arid provisions, and additional commissioners" to 
use Indians in the war, and to require and receive hos-
tages from them." Each post was to have a "chirur-
goon," and a "convenient quantity of medioines, salves, 
&0., to the value of five pounds sterling for every hund-
red men." Provisions were to be furnished at the rate 
of five bushels of shelled com, and fifty pounds of pork 
or eighty of beef, for each tnan, for eaoh term of four 
months. Horsemen were to be paid at the rate of two 
thousand pounds of tobaooo a year, "and oask," reckoned 
at eight per oent. additional. Footmen were to have fif-
teen hundred pounds per year; corporals and drummers, 
one hundred and fifty pounds per month; sergeants, two 
hundred and fifty pounds per month; ensigns, three 
hundred pounds; lieutenants, four hundred pounds; 
captains, six hundred pounds per month, "and oask." 
Horses killed or dying in the servioe were to be paid for. 
"Due consideration by the Grand Assembly" was also 
promised of the "indigent families of suoh as happen to 
be slain, and of the persons and families of those who shall 
be maimed or disabled in this war." The remaining 
foroes in the frontier counties were to be enrolled, and 
might be led to the relief of any fort attaoked, but no of-
fensive operations were to be undertaken without spe-
oial leave of the govemor-a prohibition. which the re-
sult of the late expedition against the Susquehannas 
might well justify. Friendly Indians were to have 
"three watch-coats" for every prisoner taken, and one 
for every head brought in. 

I. L L 
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CBA.PTBB. The". articles of war," made a. part of this act, are 
xv. 81lfficiently stringent. Any soldier, "drunk or sober," 

1676. who shall "blaspheme the name of God," or "deride 
or contemn God's word or sa.oraments," is to "run the 
gauntlet through a bundred men, .r thereabouts," and 
if the offense be repeated, to be "bored through the 
tongue with a hot iron." Death is to be the punish
ment of doing any hurt to an officer, or lifting Il1'ID8 

against him; of drawing aword to do mieobief after 
watch is set; of making a false alarm in the oamp; of 
shooting off a musket in the night-time; of being found 
asleep or drunk on the watch; of desertion; "running 
from bis colors;" or giving intelligence to the enemy. 
Swearing and drunkenness, on the third offense, are to 
be punished by "riding the- wOoden borse for an bour, 
with a musket tied to each foot," and by "asking for
giveness at the next mceting for prayer and preacbing." 
Public prayers are to be duly read in the field every 
morning and evening. The act winds up by directing 
that the last "Fridays in April and May be set apart as 
"days of public fasting and humiliation," humbly to 
implore" the divine assistance and blessing upon our en
deavors in this war." 

And "whereas the country's preparations for war in 
likelihood may oause a more than ordinary expense of 
provisions," by another act the exportation of corn is 
prohibited.. A third. act makes it death to sell powder 
and shot to the Indians. The late traders are wholly 
excluded from any further Indian traffic. Sensible, how
ever, "that such friendly Indians as are among us in 
~oe, if they be not supplied with watch-coats, hoes and 
axes to tend their com and fence their ground, must of 
necessity perish of famine or live on rapine," to prevent 
this evil, the Assembly authorize a trade by "some sober 
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persons, not exceeding five," in each county, to be nom- CHAPTER 

inated by the county courts. . . xv. 
In the present excited state of the publio mind, this 1676. 

scheme of defense was not satisfaotory. The governor 
was accused of leaning toward the Indians; the forts 
were denounced as a usel688 burden; and offen8ive ope
rations were loudly demanded. This discontented party 
included "many gentlemen of good condition," "persons 
of the greatest q!18lity in the province." Bacon, to 
whom the governor had refused a commission to beat up 
for volunteers against the Indians, was particularly for-
ward He gave out that, on news of any further depre
dations, he shOuld march against the Indians, commis-
sion or no commission. An attack upon his own plan
tation, near the falls of James River, afforded him speedy 
occasion to carry his threats into effect. 

Provoked at this disregard of his authority, the gov. 
ernor put forth a proclamation, depriving Bacon of his April. 

seat in the council, and deDOUDOing as rebels all his 
company who 8hould not return within a limited day. 
"Those of estates" obeyed; but Bacon, and fifty-seven 
others, proceeded onward till their provisions were near 
spent. Approaching a fort of friendly Indians, they 
asked provisions, offering payment. The Indians prom. 
ised fairly, but put them off till the third day, by which 
time their stores were completely exhausted. Finding 
themselves in danger of starvation, and suspecting that 
the Indians had been instigated ~ their procrastinations 
by private messages from the governor, Bacon's men 
waded, shoulder deep, through a stream that covered the 
fort, entreating victuals, and tendering pay. A shot from 
the bank they had left presently killed one of their num· 
ber. Apprehending an attaok in the rear, "they fired 
the palisadoe8, 8tormed and burned the fort and cabins, 
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CHAPTER and, with the 1088 of three English, slew one hundred 
xv. and fifty Indians." Such was Bacon's own account of 

1676. this exploit. 
The governor had marched in pursuit of Bacon, but 

was soon stopped short by disturbances in the lower 
counties, instigated by Drummond and Lawrence, res
idents at Jamestown. "The people drew together by 
beat of drum, declaring against forts as an intolerable 
pressure, and of no use;" nor was it found possible to 
appease these tumults except by dissolving the old As
sembly and calling a new one. 

Bacon was elected a burgess for the county of Hen
rico; but, as he approached Jamestown in a sloop with 
thirty armed followers, he was intercepted by an armed 
ship. Shots being fired at him, he fled up the river, 
but was presently arrested by the sheriff of Jamestown, 
and carried prisoner before the governor, with some twen
ty of his followers. 

Neither" the ill temper of the new Assembly, which 
was much infected with Bacon's principles," nor the 
disoontents still prevailing out of doors, would admit of 
harsh measures; nor does it appear, indeed, that at this 
moment the governor was inclined to severity. By 
the intervention of the culprit's uncle and his other 
friends, a reconciliation was speedily arranged. In oon
sideration of a pardon which the governor had prom-

June 7. ised, four days after the meeting of the Assembly, Ba
oon, placed at the bar, oonfessed, on his knees, "his late 
unlawful, mutinous, and rebellious practices;" begged 
pardon therefor; desired the oouncil and burgesses to 
mediate for him; and proffered his whole estate in Vir
ginia as security for his good behavior. An aot was 
also passed for putting in force the laws of England for 
the suppression of riots and tumults, of which, as the 
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preamble deolares, "there have been many, of late, in CHAPTER 

diverse parts of this country." All officers, civil and xv. 
military, were to exert themselves in this behalf to the 1676. 
utmost; and any persons refusing to aid them' when 
called upon were to be "judged and punished as mu. 
tinous and rebellious." The governor, in case of " ill. 
disposed and disaffected people" gathered together, as of 
late, "by beat of drum," "in a most apparent rebel. 
lious manner," should the like disorders ooour again, was 
to raise at once sufficient force, at the publio charge, 
"to suppress the same, and inflict condign punishment 
on the offenders." 

Bidding them beware of "two rogues" among them
mentioning Lawrence and Drummond by name-the 
governor directed the burgesses to consider the subject 
of the Indian war. "Some gentlemen," we are told, 
"took this opportunity to endeavor the redressing several 
grievances." A committee was named for that purpose; 
but this proceeding was interrupted by pressing messages 
from the governor, "to meddle with nothing till the In
dian business was dispatched." 

Though all Baoon's company had been pardoned, and 
himself restored to his seat in the council, he soon 
secretly left Jamestown. A few days after, he reap
peared at the head of three or four hundred armed men 
from the upper counties. Anticipating the York train
bands, for which the governor had sent, Bacon's men 0c

cupied all the avenues, disarmed the town's people, "sur
round the state house (sitting the Assembly), rage there
at, storm for a commission for Bacon, which, upon the 
earnest importunity of the council and Assembly, was 
at length obtained, as also an aot of indemnity to Bacon 
and his men for this force, and a high applausive letter 
to the king in favor of Bacon's designs and prooeediBgs, 

Digitized by Google 



034 HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES. 

clW'1'llR signed by the governor, OOUllcil, and Assembly." 80 
xv. says the report of the royal commissioners appointed' to 

1676. investigate the origin and causes of Bacon's insurrection, 
and this aooount agrees suffioiently well with that giVeD 

by one T. M., who sat in the Assembly as a burgees !or 
Sta1ford county, and who has left us a grapbio history 
of the session. A pla.nter and mercbant of the northern 
neok, his hands full of his own business, and without" any 
inolination to tamper in the precarious intrigues of gov
ernment," T. M. bad been overpersuaded by his friends 
to staJ,ld as a oandidate for the Assembly; to whioh he 
consented the more readily, as he had suKered severely 
both in his plantations and his meroha.ndiae from the 
late Indian disturbances, and was, therefore, very anx
ious to have them brought to an end. But his experi
enoe on this oooasion of " pernicious entanglements in 
the labyrinths and snares of state ambiguities" made 
him resolve that, as this was his first, 80 it should be 
his last going astray from "his wonted sphere of mer
ohandise and other private oonoemmente into the dark 
and slippery meanders of court embarrasameDts." 

"Upon news," says T. M., "that Mr. Bacon was 
thirty miles up the river, at the head of four hundred 
men, the governor sent to the posts adjaoent on both 
sides James River for the militia and all that oonld be 
gotten to come and def6lld the town. Expresses came 
a1moet hourly of the army's approaches, who, in less 
than four days after the first &OOO'QIlts of them, at two of 
the olock, entered the town without being withstood, 
and formed in a body, horse and foot, upon a green, not 
a Bigbt-shot from the &Dd of the state honse, as orderly 
as regular veteran troops." " In half an hour after, the 
drum beat for the House to meet; and in less than an 
hour more, Mr. Bacon came, with a file of fusileers on 
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either hand, near the comer of the state honse, where ClllPTER 

the governor and counoil went forth to meet him. We xv. 
saw, from the window, the governor open his breast, and 1676. 
Baoon strutting betwixt his two files of men with his 
left arm akimbo, fi.inging his right arm every way, both 
like men distraot.ed; and if, in this moment of fury, 
that enraged multitude had fallen upon the governor and 
counoil, we of the Assembly expected the same immedi-
ate fate. In two minutes the governor walked. toward 
his private apartment at the other end of the sta.te boWJe, 
the gentlemen of the council following him, and after 
them Mr. Bacon, with outrageous postures of his head, 
arms; body, and legs, often tossing his hand from. his 
sword to his hat, and. after him a detachment of fusil-
eers (muskets not being there in use), who; with their 
looks bent, presented their fusils at a window of the AB-
sembly ohamber :filled with faces, repeating, with men-
aoing voices, , We'll have it!' , We'll have it!' Where-
upon one of our House, a person known to many of 
them, shook his handkerooer out at the window, saying, 
'You shall have it !' 'You shall have it!' At whioh 
words they sat down their fusils, unbent their looks, and 
stood still, till Bacon coming back, they followed him to 
their main body. In this hubbub, a servant of mine got 
80 nigh as to hear the governor's words, and also followed 
Mr. Bacon and heard what he said, who told me, that 
when the governor opened his breast, he said, 'Here, 
shoot me! 'Fore God! fair mark ! Shoot!' often re
hearsing the same, without any other words. Whereto 
Mr. Bacon answered, 'No, may it please your honOl', 
we'll not hurt a hair of your head, nor of any other 
man's. We are come for a commission to save our lives 
from the Indians, whioh you have 80 often promised, and 
now we'll have it before we go!' 
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CHAPTEIl " In an hour or more after these violent conCllSSioDS, xv. 
___ Mr. Bacon came up to our chamber and desired a com-
1676. mission from 118 to go against the Indians. Our speaker 

sat silent, when one Mr. Blayton, a neighbor to Mr. 
Bacon, and elected with him a member of Assembly for 
the same oounty, who therefore durst speak to him, made 
answer, it was not in our province or power, nor of any 
other save the king's vicegerent, our govemor. Bacon 
pressed hard nigh half an hour's harangue on the pre
serving of our lives from the Indians, inspecting the pub
lic revenues, the exorbitant taxes, the grievances and 
calamities of that deplorable country. Whereto having 
no other answer, he went away dissatisfied. 

" Next day there was a rumor the governor and coun
oil had agreed Mr. Bacon should have a commission to 
go general of the forces we were then raising. Where
upon I, being a member for Stafford, the most northem 
frontier, and where the war began, considering that Mr. 
Bacon, dwelling in the most southern frontier county, 
might the less regard the parts I represented, I went to 
Colonel Cole, an active member of the council, desiring 
his advice, if application to Mr. Bacon on that subject. 
was then seasonable and safe. Which he approving and 
earnestly advising, I went to Mr. Lawrence, esteemed 
Mr. Bacon's principal consultant. He took me to Mr. 
Bacon, and there left me, where I was entertained two 
or three hours with the particular relation of divers be
fore cited transactions," including Bacon's expedition 
against the Indians. " As to the matter I spoke of, he 
told me that the governor had indeed promised him 
the command of the forces; .and if his honor should keep 
his word, which he doubted, he assured me the like care 
should be taken of the remotest comers of the land as of 
his own dwelling-house, and prayed me to advise him 
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what persons in those parts were most fit to bear com- CHAPTER 

mands. I frankly gave him my opinion that the most xv. 
satisfactory gentlemen to govemor and people would be 1676. 
commanders of the militia. Wherewith he was well 
pleased, and himself wrote a list of those nominated. 
That evening I made known what had passed with Mr. 
Bacon to my colleague, Colonel Mason, whose bottle at
tendance doubled my task. The matter he liked well, 
but questioned the govemor's approbation of it. I con-
fessed the case required sedate thoughts, but reasoned 
that he and such like gentlemen must either command 
or be commanded; and if, on their denials, Mr. Bacon 
should take distaste, and be constrained. to appoint com
manders out of the rabble, the governor himself, with 
the persons and estates of all in the land, would be at 
their dispose, whereby their own ruin might be owing 
to themselves. In this he agreed; and said, if the gov-
ernor would give his own commission, he would be con-
tent to serve under General Bacon, as now he began to 
be entitled.; but first would consult other gentlemen in 
the same oiroumstanoes. They all concurred it was the 
most safe barrier against pernicious designs, if suoh 
should be. ,With this I acquainted Mr. Lawrence, who 
went rejoioing to Mr. Bacon with the good tidings that 
the militia offioers were inolined to serve under him as 
their general, in case the governor would please to give 
them his own commissions." 

The Assembly, resuming the subjeot of the Indian 
war, passed an aot appointing Bacon general of a thou
sand men, one eighth part horsemen or dragoons, destined 
for aotive operations. These foroes, apportioned among 
the several counties, were to be composed of volunteers, 
if suoh offered and the general ohose to accept them, or 
otherwise to be raised by impressment. The number 
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CIlAPTER. was to be inoreased if necessary, and the troops were 
xv. to be divided into a northern and southem army by tile 

1676. line of York River. The superior offioers were to be ap
pointed by the govemor; but Baoon took oare to supply 
himeelf with a stock of blank oommissions, signed with 
the governor's name. The company officers were to be 
nominated by the soldiers, but their selection was limited 
to the militia officers of their respective oounties. The 
counties were to supply their reepeotive quotas, with 
draft cattle, arms, ammunition, and provisions, "at 
least one pound of biscuit-bread and one half pound of 
good dried beef, baoon, or cheese for a day," and were to 
pay them wages at the rates already established iOr the 
troops in garrison at the heads of the rivers. A part of 
those garrisons were still retained; the rest were diB
pensed with, and the men taken into the line of the new 
anny. Servmts might enlist as substitutes, "providing 
the master be oonsenting 8.Ild the servant willing," the 
master to have the pay and the servant the plunder. All 
Indians were to be esteemed enemies " who have or shall 
forsake their U8Ual and accustomed dwelling towns," or 
who" receive or entertain in their towns, cabins, or forts 
any Indians our present enemies, or who shall hereafter 
become our enemies, or any strange Indi8.D8 who do not 
properly belong to their towns." Those who desire to 
remain at peace are "to deliver up, kill, or destroy" all 
suoh strange Indians; or, if not strong enough for that, 
to give notice of their coming to the nearest militia offi. 
oar or justioe of the peace. 

All Indians taken in war are to be held and account
ed slaves during life. This, the first legislative attempt 
to reduce the native Indians of Virginia to slavery, may 
help, perhaps, to explain the eagemess of the colonists for 
offensive warfare. 
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Deserted Indian lands were not to be granted out to CJIAPTBll 

partioular pe!'801l8, but were vested in the several coun- xv. 

ties, to be by them applied toward defraying the oharge 1676. 
of the war. 

That " all color and pretenae for reviving the late mis. 
ohievous Indian trade might be taken away," all com
missions for Indian traffio, even those under the aot of 
the last seeaion, were annulled. But it still remained 
lawful to empl.oy the Indians in fiBbing, and to deal with 
them in fiBh, oanoes, bowls, mats, or basket&, making pay
ment in com only; nor were friendly Indians to be de
barred fishing and. hunting "within their own limits aad 
bounds, using bows and arrows only." 

The member for Stafford, who sat on the committee 
by which these Indian bills were matured, has left us a 
graphio aooount of an interview between that commit.. 
tee and aD. Indian ohieftainess. " Our oommittee being 
sat, the Queen of Pamunkey, d6S06Dded from Opeoban. 
oanough, a former emperor of Virginia, was introduced, 
who entered the ohamber with a comportment graoeful 
to admiration, bringing on her right hand an Engliah 
interpreter, and on her left her son, a stripling twenty 
years of age. She bad round hM head a plat of blaok 
and white wampum, three inches broad, in imitatiQll 
of a orown, and was olothed in a mantle of dressed 
deer-skins, with the hair outward, and the edge out 
round six inohes deep, which made strings resembling 
twisted fringe from the shoulders to the feet. With 
grave, court-like gestures, and a majestio air in her faoe, 
she walked up our long room to the lower end of the ta
ble, where, after a few entreaties, she sat down, the in .. 
terpreter and her son standing by her on either side. 
Our chairman &Skeet her what men sbe would lend us 
for guides in the wildemess, and to assist us against our 
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CHA.PTER enemy Indians 1 She spake to the interpreter to inform 
xv. her what the ohairman said, though we believed she un. 

1676. derstood him, and then bade the interpreter ask her 8On, to 
whom the English tongue was familiar, and who was re
puted the 80n of an English colonel. Yet neither would 
he speak to, nor seem to understand, the ohairman, but, 
as the interpreter told us, referred all to his mother. 
Being again urged, after a little musing, with an earn· 
est, passionate countenance, as if tears were ready to 
gush out, and a f~rvent 80rt of expression, she made an 
harangue of about a quarter of an hour, often interlac
ing, with a high, shrill voice and vehement passion, these 
words: 'Talapotamoi dead!' Colonel Hill, 'being next 
me, shook his head. I asked him what was the matter. 
He told me all she said was too true, to our shame. That 
his father was general in that battle where, diverse years 
before, Talapotamoi, her husband, had led a hundred of 
his Indians in help to the English against our former 
enemy Indians, and was there slain with most of his 
men, for whioh no compensation at all had been to that 
day rendered to her, wherewith she now upbraided us." 

" Her discourse ending, and our morose ohairman not 
advanoing one cold word toward assuaging the anger and 
grief her speech and demeanor manifested, nor taking 
any notice of all she had said, neither considering that 
we then were, in our great exigenoy, suppliants to her 
for a favor of the same kind as the former, for whioh we 
did not deny the having been 80 ingrate, he rudely push. 
ed again the same question-What Indians will you now 
contribute 1 Qf this disregard she signified her resent
ment by a disdainful aspect, and,-turning her head half 
aside, sat mute, till the same question being pressed a 
third time, without returning her face to the board, she 
answered, with a low, slighting voice, in be~ own Ian. 
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guage, 'Six!' Being further importuned, sitting a ClW'TER 
:!Iv. 

little while sullen with~ut a word between, she said __ _ 

'Twelve!' though she then bad a hundred and fifty 1676. 
Indian men in her town. And so she rose and walked 
gravely away, as not pleased with her treatment." 

The vigorous prosec~tion of the Indian war provided 
for, the Assembly turned its attention to internal re
forms. Fees and public offices were regulated, and pro
vision made against abuses of official authority. The 
right of voting for burgesses, and the election of the 
parish vestries, w~ restored to the freemen. The ex
emption from taxes hitherto enjoyed by the families of 
ministers and eounselors was 1;aken away. In making 
the. county levy, the commissioners were to be joined by 
delegates from the parishes. All" ordinaries, ale-houses, 
and tippling-houses" were suppressed, except" in James
town, and at each side of York River at the two great 
ferries." The ordinaries at these . latter places might 
"sell and utter man's meat, horse meat, beer and cider, 
but no other strong drink whatsoever;" and any person, 
"except as aforesaid, presuming to sell any sort of drink 
or liquor by retail, under any color, pretense, delusion, 
or subtle evasion whatsoever, to be drunk or spent in his 
or their house or houses, or upon his or their plantation 
or plantations," was liable to a fine of one hundred 
pounds of tobacco, payable to the informer. Edward 
Hill and John Stith, "great instruments in stirring up 
the late differences," by reason of "the illegal and un-

o just burdensome taxes," Py the" art, skill, and cunning" 
of the said Hill and Stith, and for" their private ends 
and gain," imposed upon the inhabitants of Charles City 
county, were specially disqualified to hold any office in 
any parish of that county. The legislation of this re
markable Assembly, known collectively as Bacon's laws, 
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CIIAI'TD conoludes with all act of general and total pardon and ob
xv. livion of all treasons, felooies, contempts, crimes, and 

1676. misdemeanors done or coUD8eled smce the first day of 
Maroh last put, to the four and twentieth day of June, 
except bI'eaohes of the act against if_ with the Indians. 

The Assembly dissolved, the general appointed by it 
undertook an expedition against the Pamunkeys, whom, 
according to the governor's partisans, he frightened from 
their lands, and made hostile, if they were 10. While 
Bacon W88 thus employed, Berkeley was eneouraged by 
a loyal petition from Gloucester county, got up by Philip 
Ludwell, one" of the co1UlOil, to proceed thither, and to 

July n. issue a new proclamation, again deDOODoing Bacon 88 a 
rehel. But the projects of the governor were counter
worked by the activity of Drummond and Lawi-ence. 
Bacon, in reply, put forth a deolaration, in which he ar
raigned the governor, justified himself, and ealled a COD-

Aug. 8. vention of delegates from the several counties to meet at 
Middle Plantation, now Williamsburg. This oonven
Von, attended by many of the prinoipal men of the col
ony, agreed upon ail oath to be imposed on the inhabit
ants, and an "engagement" to be signed by them, promis
ing to support Bacon even against troops from England 
till the matters in dispute could be referred to the king. 

As even the loyal inhabitants of Gloucester seemed 
cold to his cause, Berkeley presently retired to Aooomao, 
on the eastern shore, aooompanied by Beverley, Ludwell; 
and a few others. This withdrawal was treated as an 
abdication of office, and Bacon, with four members of 
the C01lIloil, issued writs for electing a new Assembly. 

Bacon's party had been joined by Giles Bland, the 
collector of the customs, '~a gentleman newly arrived 
from England to possess the estate of his deoeued uncle, 
late of the "OOWlOil." Bland seized the ship of one Lori-
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more, increased her armament to sixteen guns, and 0lW'TER 

sailed with a force of two hundred and fifty men to at- xv. 

tack Berkeley, in company with Carver, "a good .&ea- 16·76. 
man, and a stout, resolute fellow," who oommanded a 
bark of four guns, and Captain Barlow, "one of Crom-
well's soldiers." By the contrivance of Larimore, sup-
ported by the courage of Ludwell, the large ship was 
betrayed into the governor's hands. The other vessel W88 

also taken. Bland was put in irons, Carver and Barlow 
were hanged-a rash act, it was thougbt, since Baoon had 
Sir Henry Chioheley an!1 other coUDSelors in his hands, aDi6l 
might, perhaps, retaliate. Most of the men, on the offer 
of pardon, were induced to enter the governor's service. 

By liberal promises af pay and free plunder, :Ber~ 
colleoted a force of near a thousand Aooom,aoiaDs. With 
two ships and some sixteen sloops, he presently entered 
James River, and proceeded to occupy Jamestown. . Sept. 7. 

Bacon's men were already dispersed, but he soon 001-
leoted a new mroe, and,. though far inferior in numbers 
to the governor, laid olose siege to Jamestown. The 
peninsula or island, for 80 it was oalled, on which that 
ancient town was situated, two miles in length, and 
about a mile in breadth, washed on the south by the 
James River, was encompassed on the north by a deep 
oreek, whioh mri.ted with the river on the east, and ranged 
westward, in a semioircle, till within a few paces of the 
river bank. This peninsula, as described by one af the 
original historians of this insurrection, "is low groDDdt 
full of marshes and swamps, which make the aD, es
pecially in the summer, insalubrious, not at all re
plenished with springs of fresh water, and that which. 
they bave in their wells braokish, ill scented, penurious, 
and not grateful to the stomach, whioh renders the plaee 
improper to endure the 001DIDeDe8ment of a siege." 
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CHAPTER While completing his intrenchment across the neck 
xv. 

___ of' the peninsula, Bacon resorted to a curions sort of 
1676. stratagem to cover his unfinished works from attack. 

"He was no sooner arrived at town," so writes Mrs. 
Anne Cotton to. her friends at Yardley, in Northamp
tonshire, "but by several small parties of horse, two or 
three in a party, for more he could not spare, he fetch. 
eth into his little leagw.e all the prime men's wives whose 
husbands were with the governor, as Colonel Bacon's 
lady, Madam Bray, Madam Page, Madam Ballard, and 
others, whioh the next morning he presents to the view 
of their husbands and friends in town upon the top of 
the small work he had cast up in the night, where he 
caused them to tarry till he had finished his defense 
against his enemies' shot, it being the only place, as 
you do know well enough, for those in town to make a 
sallyat/' 

The works being finished, and the ladies removed, 
the besieged made a sally, but were repulsed with loss. 
Finding himself in an awkward predicament, and his 
troops not to be depended upon, the governor made a 
hasty retreat by night, taking with him the town's pe0-
ple and their goods, "leaving all the great guns nailed 
up, and the houses empty, for Bacon to enter at his 
pleasure, which he did the next morning before day, 
where, contrary to his hopes, he met with nothing that 
might satisfy either himself or his soldiers, except a few 
horses, two or three cellars of wine, and some small quan. 
tity of Indian com, with a great many tanned hides." 

The governor anchored some twenty miles below the 
town. To prevent his return, Bacon's party set it on 
fire, not sparing even the ohurch, "the first that ever 
was·in Virginia." It oonsisted, besides the church and 
state house, of some sixteen or eighteen honses, " most, 
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as the ohuroh, built of briok, fair and large, and in OlW'TER 

them about a dozen families, for all were not inhabit- xv. 
ed, gettiDg their livings by keeping ordinaries at most 1676. 
extraordinary rates." The legislative attempts to build 
up Jamestown seem not to have been attended with 
muoh SUOO6SS. Drummond and Lawrence 'Were a.oouaed 
of having col1Jl861ed this conflagration, and of giving the 
example by each setting fire to his own honae, the best 
in the town next to th~ govemor's. 
. Jamestown burned, Bacon marched to meet Colonel 

Brent, who was advancing fast upon him from Potomac, 
at the head of twelve hundred men, to raise the siege of 
Jamestown. Brent was presently deserted by his 801-
diers, and Berkeley having again retired to Aooomao, 
Bacon marohed to Green Spring, the governor's estate, 
where he "feasted his men at the govemor's cost i" after 
whioh he crossed York River into Gloucester, and soo
oeeded, though not without a good deal of diffioulty, in 
induoing the inhabitants of that county to take the en
gagement. 

The whole westem shore thus subjected to his au
thority, just as Bacon was purposing to oross over to 
Aooomao, he was seized with a violent disorder, oon
tracted among the marshes of Jamestown, by which he 
was soon carried off. He had taken the most prominent Oct. 

part in the late commotions, known, from him, as BACON'S 
REBELLION, but, as often happens in suoh cases, others 
less fOl\~'ard had exerted perhaps a greater influence. 
The governor considered Drummond and Lawrence as 
the prime movers, and, as suoh, had specially exoepted 
them from all offers of pardon. Drummond was a " B0-

ber Scotch gentleman of good repute." He had formerly 
been appointed by Berkeley governor of the infant set
tlements of North Carolina, but was at this time, prob-

I. M M 
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CHAPTER ably from a long course of opposition, an objeot of great 
xv. rancor on the part of the governor, who stigmatized him, 

1676. indeed, as "the original cause of the whole rebellion." 
Lawrence was "formerly of Oxford University, and for 
wit, learning, and sobriety, equaled there by few." 
Some years before, "he had been partially treated at 
law" by the governor and council "on behalf of a cor
rupt favorite." "I myself have heard him," says our 
historical burgess from Stafford county, "in his familiar 
discourse, insinuate as if his fanoy gave him prospect of 
finding, at one time or other, some expedient not only to 
repair his great 108s, but therewith to see those abuses 
rectified that the country was oppressed with, through, 
as he said, the frowardness, avarice, and Frenoh despotic 
methods of the governor. And likewise I knew him to 
be a thinking man, and, though nicely honest, affable, 
and without blemish in his conversation and dealings, 
yet did he manifest abundance of uneasiness in the sense 
of his hard usages, which might prompt him to improve 
that Indian quarrel to the service of his animosities. 
And for this the more fair and frequent opportunities 
offered by his dwelling at Jamestown, where was the 
concourse from all parts to the governor; and besides 
that, he had married a wealthy widow, who kept a large 
house of publio entertainment, unto which resorted those 
of the best quality, and such others as business called to 
that town; and his parts, with his even temper, made 
his converse courted by persons of all ranks; so that, be
ing subtile, and having all these advantages, he might 
with less diffioulty discover men's inclinations, and in
still his notions where he found they would be imbibed 
with greatest satisfaction." "As for Mr. Bacon, fame 
did lay to his charge the having run out his patrimony 
in England, except what he brought to Virginia, and of 

Digitized by Google 



VIRGINIA UNDER CHARLES II. 647 

that the most part to be exhausted, whioh together made CHAPTER 

him suspeoted of casting an eye to searoh for retrieve- xv. 
ments in the troubled waters of popular discontents, 1676. 
wanting patience to wait the death of his opulent cousin, 
old Colonel Bacon, whose estate he expected to inherit. 
But he was too young, too muoh a stranger here, and 
of a disposition too precipitate to manage things to that 
length they were carried, had not thoughtful Mr. Law-
fence been at the bottom." 

With Bacon's life expired his commission, granted by 
the Assembly; also the engagement, whioh ran to him 
personally. The insurgents, however, still stood on tht\ir 
defense, the ohief military command devolving on Ingram, 
feoently come into the country, where he had possessed 
himself" of a fine, though short-lived estate, by marrying 
with a rioh widow, valued at some hundreds of pounds." 

Not long after Bacon's death,'Beverley, having sailed 
from Accomao in a sloop, entered York River, "snapped 
up" one Colonel Hansford and his party, and oarried 
them prisoners to Accomac. This Hansford "had the 
honor," according to one of our authorities, "the ill 
luok," according to another, "to be the first VirginiaD 
that ever was hanged." "It is said," this latter au
thority reports, "that Hansford, at or a little before the 
onslaught, had forsaken the capital of Mars to pay his 
oblations in the temple of Venus; but this I have only 
on report, and must not aver it upon my historical rep
utation." This anonymous writer is evidently some
what given to scandal, since he oharges upon" thought
ful Mr. Lawrence" that he "eclipsed his more than 
ordinary learning and parts as well in the transliotions 
of the present affairs as in the dark embraces of a black
amoor, his slave, and that in so fond a manner as though 
Venus was ohiefly to be worshiped in the image of a 
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CIW'TD negro, to the no mean scandal and aftiont of aU the To

xv. taleaaee in and about town." 
1677. In & aeoond expedition, not long after, Beverley 8110-

Nov. oeeded in surprising and oapturiDg Wilford and Cheue
man, two other of the rebel leaden. Wilford was an In. 
dian interpreter, "seoond SOD of & knight who had lost 
his life and estate in the late king's qnarrel," 0116 of 
those who went out with Bacon in the .mat IDdian ex. 
pedition, and oharged by Berkeley with having frighted 
the Queen of Pamunkey from the laDds granted to her 
by the .A.seembly. Wilford was hanged. Cheaaeman's 
wife begged his life on her knees, "desiring that since 
what her husband had done was by her meau, and so, by 
consequence, she moet guilty, ahe might be hanged and 
he pardoned!" The angry govemor overwhelmed t1Us 
devoted woman with vulgar abuae. Her husband died 
in prison, before trial, of grief, fear t or bad 1lI&ge, all of 
whioh were alleged. 

Encouraged by these SUooeMe8, and joiaed by two or 
three Eaglish shipl lately arrived in the bay, Berkeley 
tailed for York River with aU his foroes. Beverley, a 
fibird time auooeaful., surprised Harris, quartered in Glou. 
oeater oounty with & party of insurgentl. The men of 
G1ouoeater aDd Middleaex were thus encouraged to me in 
... govemor'a favor. The principal body of insurgente, 
aomllltlDded by Ingram in person, with one Walklett 88 

Iaia lieutenant, was posted at Weat Point, a strong posi
tion at the forks of Pamunkey and Matapony, where they 
lDIite to form. York RiYal. Walklett presently ma.rohed 
with & dataobment to mppress the rising in Middlesex. 
A part of the Gloucester men hastened to out him oft'. 
But, in the mean time, those who remained behind, 
suddenly attacked by Ingram, were obliged to surren· 
der. The others, returning UDSuooeadW from their 
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maroh against Walklett, also surrendered, and Glou- CHAPTER 

oeater passed again under the power of the insurgents. xv. 
Green Spring, in James City county, on the other side 1676. 
of the York, the governor's estate, was held by a strong 
insurgent party, who had barrioadoed all the approaches, 
and planted cannon to defend dlem. An attack on this 
poet by a part of the governor's foroes was repulsed with 
the loss of the leader. 

UnsuOO888fuI in arms, Berkeley had reoourse to nego
tiation. He wrote several "oomplimental letters" to 
Walklett, and by the." well oontrivance" of Captain 
Grantham, in whose ship Ingram had formerly come 
passenger to Virginia, the two leaders, on promi8\' of par. 
don, were induoed to betray their foroes into the govern
or's hands. About the same time, Graines, "the chiefe&t 
rebel on the aouth side (){ James River, was shot dead 
by Captain Couset, and all his guards, with drums, fol. 1677. 
lowers, and ammunition, taken." ·The great« part of Jauuary. , 
James River declared for the governor. Drew," for. 
merly a miller," but plaoed in oommand of GreeJt 
Spring by Baoon, surrendered on terms. DrtlIIlDlOIld, 
taken, half famished, in Chickahominy Swamp, 'WU 

stripped, put in irons, and brought before the governor, 
tried the next day by court martial, and, though he had 
never held any military command, found guilty in half 
an hour, and banged within four hours after. "The 
last that W&8 heard of Lawrence was from an uppermoet 
plantation, whence he and four others, desperadoes, witlt 
horses, pistols, &.0., marched away in a snoW' ankle cieep, 
who were thought to have oast themselves into a branch 
of some river rather than be treated like DrummoDd." 
The forethought of Lawrence had eaused Baoon to be 
seoretly buried, so that " his bones were never found to 
be exposed on a gibbet, &8 was purposed." 
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CHAPTER. The first news of these disturbances arriving in En-xv. 
___ gland, cut short the promised charter just as it was 
1676. ready to pass the seals. Instead of that oharter, very 
Oct. 10. liberally drawn, a short patent was substituted, relating 

ohiefly to the judicial powers of the council, and the se
ourity of land titles, but without any mention of the .Alt
sembly, which was thus left to depend for its existence 
on the royal instruotions. A royal proclamation of the 
same date authorized the governor to offer pardon to all 
who should repent and retum to their obedience, Bacon 
only excepted. Letters were presently directed to Lord 
Baltimore and the Duke of York to seize Bacon, should 
he retir~ to their provinces, and send him baok prisoner 
to Virginia. 

As soon as the means could be mustered-for the 
king's exohequer was always low.-three commissioners, 
Sir Herbert Jeffreys, appointed lieutenant govemor of 
the colony, Francis Moryson, late one of the colonial 
agents, and Sir John Berry, were dispatcbed to Virgin
ia, and with them a regiment of regular soldiers under 
Berry's command. They carried out a royal proclama.
tion, offering pardon to all, Bacon only excepted, who 
should lubmit within twenty days after its publication; 
also instructions to the goTemor to declare all laws of 
ihe late Assembly void, and to call a new one, for mem
bers of whioh only freeholders were to be allowed to 
vote. The Assembly henceforth was to meet only once 
in two years, and, unless for special cause, was not to 
remain in session more than a fortnight; the wages of 
the members to be 80 reduced as not to be a burden to 
the country. These latter provisions were intended by 
the king in redress of grievances complained of by the 
tax-payers. 

"God Almighty hath been inexpressibly meroiful to 
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this poor province!" so wrote Berkeley to his lieutenant CRAPTEIl 

Beverley, giving an account of Drummond's arrest and xv. 
execution. But the hard.hearted old governor was him. 1677. 
self implacable. His house in Jamestown had been Jan. Ill. 

burned; his plantation at Green Spring plundered. His 
pride had been touched by resistance to his authority, • 
and his avarice by the loss of his property. The oom· 
missioners, on their arrival, found the governor by no Jan. 29. 

means saWed with the seventeen condemnations and 
fourteen exeoutions already· had by martial law. Of 
those condemned, one had died before execution, and 
two had escaped. Instead of publishing the king's proo
llUnation of pardon, the governor issued one of his own, Feb. 10. . 

containing many exceptions besides Bacon. . 
Trials before the governor and council by "judes of 

life and death" were. now substituted for courts mar
tial, but the prisoners gained very little by the ohange. 
Bland was one of the first viotims.. He pleaded the 
king's pardon in the governor's pocket, but without 
avail. "It so happened," say the commissioners, "that 
none did escape being found guilty, condemned, and 
hanged, that did put themselves on trial." "We also 
observed some of the ro~al party. that sat on the bench 
with us to be 80 forward in impeaohing, aoousing, and 
reviling the prisoners at the bar with that inveteraoy as 
if they had been the worst of witnesses rather th8J1 jus
tices of the commission, both accusing and condemning 
at the same time. This severe way of proceeding being 
represented to the Assembly, they voted an address to 
the governor that he would desist from any further san. 
guinary punishments, for none could tell when or where 
it would terminate. So the governor was prevailed on 
to hold his hand, after hanging twenty.three, eight of 
whioh we sat at the trial and condemnation of, and ad. 
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CJUPTBll vised that they should be executed in their own conn
xv. tiea, under small guards, to try the temper of the people, 

1677. which proved all peaoeablo." The executions, it is said, 
exceeded the number of all slain on both aides during 
the war. 

Though exeoutions were suspended, trials still went 
on. A great many, without trial at all, were subjeoted 
to heavy fines, payable sometimes in tobacoo, and some
tj!nes in pork, for the use of his majesty's soldiers. 
Some had their whole estates taken from them. Oth. 
ers were banished, their property being forfeited except 
enough to pay their passage out of the eountry. Others 
were sentenced to ask pardon on their knees, and to beg 
their lives with a rope about their neeks. In some oases, 
through connivance of the magistrates, a "small tape," 
or "Manohester binding," appears to have been used ; 
but this lenity was denounced by the oounoil as a high 
contempt of their authority. Some of the fines were 
Jaid to the govemor's use. Such was the certainty of 
conviction, "there was not a man but would. much rath
er acquiesce to have any fine laid upon him before he 
would venture to stand his trial." " So that at last," 
say the commissioners, "this was the question to crimi
DBJs.-Will you stand your trial, or be fined and sentenOo 
ed as the court shall think fit?" 

Tlla commissioners complained of these arbitrary fines 
as in conflict with the king's proclamation, which par
doned all or nothing, and as "a most apparent contra
diction to the laws of England," whioh forbade the seiz
ing of any man's estate without lawful trial. They oall
cd the attention of the govemor to an opinion of "the 
learned Lord Coke" positively against any such proceed
ings; but he gave little heed to it, appealing to the 
king, the Privy Council, and the leamed judges of the 
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law. The oommiesjoDen then iDsiated that the forfeit- eBAPTD 

ed . estates should be appraised qd inventoried, and xv. 

bonds taken from the· parties in poase.uion; none to be 1677. 
dispossessed till his majesty's pleasnre should be known. 
The first preoedent of this sort had indeed been estab-
lished by Berkeley himself, in granting the petition of 
the widow Bacon, to enjoy, under these conditions, the 
estate of her late h118band. 

Toward the widow of DlllIIlIDODd Berke18y was mach 
.. graci0118. Drummond's small plantation was seized 
to the governor's own 1188, and the. widow driven from 
it, with her five small ehildren, to wander and starve 

in the woods. But Sarah Drummoud knew how to cle
fend hersel£ She petitioned the king in counoil to be 

put on the same footing with the other widows; and pres
ently, after Berkeley's _tb, abe brought a lIUit against 
the Lady Berkeley, to ~er the value of a crop she 
had appropriated; &Dd in both cues SUQ088Sfully. 

The women, indeed, seem to have taken an active 
part in this affair. The wife of Cheueman has been 

already mentioned. Sarah Grindon, "the wife and late 
attomey of Thomas Grindon," was specially excepted as 
"a great encourager a.ud asaister in the late horrid re
bellion," out of an act of indemnity and free pardon pres
ently pasaed. 

This indemnity and pardon were, however, very lim. 
ited. All those· already executed or banished, together 
with several others who had escaped, were specially ex .. 
cepted from it, as were twenty-four other persons by 
name, except as to the punishment of death; several of 
whom were disposed of in a separste ·act of pains and 
penalties. Nor was this pardon to exteud to serV&llts, or 
to suoh as had plundered any Loyalists, or destroyed their 
cattle or burned their houses. Even to this slight oon. 
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CHAPTEB. oesaion the govemor would not consent without an act 
xv. of attainder, inoluding all whom he had executed by 

1677. martial law, and suoh as had escaped by death or Bight. 
By another act, all who had held any command during 
the rebellion, or had been eminent in aiding, assisting, 
or encouraging it, except suoh as by a timely return to 
duty assisted in its suppression, were disqllali1ied to hold 
any office, oivil or military, except the offioes of constable 
and surveyor of highway8-4 disqua1ifi.cation specially 
extended to Ingram, Walklett, and all who were in arms 
~hen WestPoint surrendered. To presume to speak, 
write, or publish any thing tendiug to rebellion, or in 
favor of the late rebels, expoeed to heavy fines and stand
ing in the pillory; the third offense to be punished as 
treason. If the oulprit were a married woman, and no 
one volunteered to pay her 6n8, she was " to be whipped 
on the bare back with twenty lashes for the first offense," 
and thirty for the second. Similar penalties were im
posed for speaking disrespectfully of any in authority. 
Yet necessary reforms were not wholly omitted. It was 
provided by the same aot, that any justice of the peace 
80 drunk on court days as to be adjudged by his fellows 
inoapable of performing his duties, should be fined, and 
for the third offense should lose his commission. Min
isters "notoriously scandalous by drunkenness, swear
ing, fornication, or other heinous and orying sins," were 
to forfeit for the irat and second offenses half a year's 
salary, and for the third offense their oures. Several 
laws of the late Assembly for the correction of offioial 
abuses were re-enaoted almost in terms. The act against 
tippling houses was somewhat relaxed; but all ordina
ries must be licensed, the rate of oharges was fixed, 
and only two were to be allowed in eaoh county. Of 
those active in the late commotions, Bacon, Ingram, 
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and Bland had been recent comers. That ciroumstance, CBAPTER 

probably, prompted a law, that no person not born in xV· 
the colony, "unless commissioned by his moat sacred 1677. 
majesty," should hold any office till after a three years' 
residence. Conviots in England and elsewhere were 
forever disqualified to hold any office. The Assembly 
olosed their labors by directing the courts of law to be 
reopened, and appointing the fourth day of May and the 
twenty-second of August, the one 88 a solemn fast for 
manifold sins, the other 88 a thanksgiving for recent great 
meroies. 

The inhabitants being called on to send in their griev .. 
ances, the royal commissioners were soon overwhelmed 
with complaints. It was apparent that on several points 
they did not approve the governor's proceedings. He 
hastened to England to justify his conduot, leaving the 
government in the hands of Jeffreys. April 27. 

The report of the commissioners, carried to England 
by Moryson and Berry, was denounced by the govemor's 
friends as a "scandalous libel and inveotive" against 
both the govemor and the "royal party" in Virginia. 
Sir William Berkeley was taken siok shortly after his 
arrival in England, and died without ever having seen 
the king. A report was whispered about in Virginia, 
said to have been derived from one of the governor's at
tendants, that his death was hastened by hearing that 
the king had said of him, "That old fcol has hanged 
more men in that naked country than I did here in En
gland for the murder of my father." But according to 
another account, he was graciously consoled on his death
bed by royal inquiries after his health. It is certain, 
however, that Lord Berkeley reproaohed the oommi.ssion
ers with having oaused his brother's death. The late 
governor, having no ohildren, left all his property to his 
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c~ wife, the Lady Frances, who preaently intermarried. with 
xv. Philip Ludwell. 

1677. The Indian W8.1', the immediate 0&1lI8 of all the late 
disturbanoes, seems to have suheided 80 soon as expe
ditions against the Indjans were dropped. Before the 
departure of his brother oommiasioners, Jeftieys eaaily ef
fected a peace with the nearer tribes, in whioh even the 
more remote ones lOOn desired to be inoluded. A DeW 

Oct. Aasembly, oalled by Je1Freys, re-established the Indian 
trade upon a DeW footing. It W88 to be free to all, but 
was limited to semi-annual fairs at certain fixed places. 

The same Aasembly deolared the year 1676 out of 
the statute of limitations; regulated suits and oomposi
tions for injuries done and property plUDdered during the 
late insarreotion, and prohibited the 1188 of provokiDg 
langoage on either side, tending to prevent the restora
tion of the oolony to "its former estate of love and 
friendship." They ventured, also, to remonstrate against 
some late prooeedings of the royal oommjsajoner8 in foro
ing their clerk, Beverley, to deliver up the reoords of the 
.A.uembly, whioh "they did take to be a violation of 
their privileges, tor whioh they desired satisfaotion." 
But the king, 80 far from giving it, presently direoted 

1681. tb.iI resolution to be "rased out of the books," and a bill 
to be brought in " deolaring the right of his majesty and 
his ofJioers to oall for all the pnblio records and journ
als whenever they shall think it neoeasary for his royal 
aernoe." 

Ludwell, as well as Beverley, found himself out of 
favor with the new authorities. Provoked at JeffreY8's 
refusal to allow him to proceed at law against WaIklett 
for damages done to his property during the rebellion, it 
being Je1Freys's opinion that WalJdett was guaranteed 
against any moh prooeedings by the terms of his sur. 
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render, Ludwell inda1ged his tongue, notwithstanding CIW'TIlll 

the late acts, in very free comments on the governor. xv. 
" He was a worse rebel than Bacon;" "he was perjured 1677. 
in interrupting the course of justice;" "he was not 
worth a groat in England i" "if every pitiful little fel-
low with a periwig that came out as governor was to 
undertake to make laws, there was an end of all secu-
rity." Ludwell was prosecuted, found guilty by a jury, 
and the whole proceedings transmitted to the king in 
counoil for advice as to the proper punislunent. Lud-
well appealed to the .Assembly, as had. been usual; but, 
instead. of allowing the appeal, it was transmitted alODg 

with the other prooeediDgs. The result appeared some 
years after, in a royal order prohibiting appeals to the 1683. 
Assembly; and that body thus lost forever the judioial May 23. 

authority it had hitherto exercised. 
Upon the death of Jeffreys, Sir Henry Chioheley pro- 1678. 

duoed his old commission as deputy governor, in whioh Dec. 

capacity he was aoknowledged by the council He pres-
ently called an .Assembly, when measures were taken, 1679. 
very similar to those originally recommended by Berke- April. 

ley, to guard the frontiers, whioh still continued to sufl'er 
by the depredations of stranger Indians, war and hunt-
ing parties of the Five Nations, and other tribes under 
their control. Forte were established on the Potomac, 
the Rappahannoo, the, Mattapony, and the James River 
above the falls; and, to provide garrisons for them, every 
forty tithables throughout the colony were to famish 
and support a man a.nd. horse completely provided with 
arms and aooouterments. The law subjecting Indian 
captives to slavery was still retained. An attempt was 
also made to strengthen the frontier by grants of land 
for the establishment of military villages on the upper 
courses of the Bappahannoo a.nd. the James, two hUDd-
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cBAP'l'Ell red and fifty able men to settle in each village, and to 
xv. be always ready to repel the Indians. It does not ap-

1679. pear, however,. that this scheme was ever carried. into 
effect. The poverty of the colony, oooasioned. by the 
• declining price of tobaooo, soon caused the garrisons to be 
reduced to twenty men eaoh. By a "declaratory order" 
of this Assembly, all patents of lands extended to low
water mark, and carried with them an exolusive right 
of fishing. 

Along with the joint grant of Virginia to Culpepper 
and Arlington, a commission also as govemor for life, to 
take effect whenever Berkeley vacated the office, had 
been given to Culpepper. That nobleman had become 
possessed of the entire grant by the release of Arling
ton's share, and, after many delays, and repeated hints 
from the king, he proceeded at last to Virginia, and was 

1680. sworn into office. He oarried with him-what the royal 
May. commissioners had recommended, with an assuranoe to 

the king that the Virginians would never do it of them
selves--an aot of general pardon and oblivion under the 
great seal, intended to bring to a final conolusion the 
disorders, discontents, and dissensions growing out of 
Bacon's rebellion. That aot passed the Assembly unan
imously. It remitted all forfeitures in consequence of 
the rebellion, except as to the estates of Bacon, Bland, 
Lawrence, and seven others, and disqualification to hold 
office still attached to Ingram, Walklett, and three oth. 
ers. Any new suits for damages done were prohibited 
except for the recovery of specifio artioles of property 
belonging to Royalists. Indented servants engaged in 
the rebellion were to suffer no other penalty except the 
loss of their time for eight months and a half, to be add. 
ed to their respective periods of servitude. 

Another act, also under the great seal, gave to the 
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govemor the power of granting letters of naturalization. CHAPTER 
___ .I! __ ..:I' XV. 

A third revised and UWIIUI.I.ftJU the acts lIDposing export __ _ 
and tonnage duties, adding a duty of sixpence a head 1680. 
upon all persons arriving in the oolony. But the bur-
gesses insisted upon continuing the exemption from ton .. 
nage duties hitherto granted to Virginia vessels. 

One John Buokner having brought a printing press 
to Virginia, presently printed the laws of this session, 1682. 
for whioh he was oalled to account by Culpepper and 
his council, and obliged to give bonds to print nothing 
more till his majesty's pleasure should be known. That 
pleasure, as signified in the royal instructions of the next 
year, positively forbade the allowance of any printing 
press in the colony. 

The regiment of soldiers sent out with the king's 
commissioners, instea,d of being placed in garrison on the 
frontiers, had been quartered on the inhabitants, who 
complained grievously of the burden. The troops them
selves had suffered greatly by siokness. After repeated 
representations and complaints from the lieutenant gov
erDOr and council, orders for disbanding and money for 
paying them finally arrived. 

The price of tobacco had fallen to a penny a pound. 
The colonists were not able to buy common necessaries. 
Thus pressed, recourse was again had to new sohemes 
for building up towns and promoting trade and manu
faotures. The late Assembly, by a law called the" Co
habitation Aot," had directed that fifty aores of land, 
conveniently situated, be purohased by each county, and 
laid out for a town and store-houses; all tobacco and 
other exportable goods to be carried to those towns for 
sale and shipment, and all imported goods, "English 
servants, negroes, and other slaves," to be there exolu
sively landed and sold. Penalties had been annexed to 
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ClW"l'D violations of this law, and proeeoatioD8 were OOIDIDflJloed 
xv. against th088 who disregarded it. But, upon the remon-

1680. atranoe of the English merobants trading to Virginia, 
to whom it proved very inconvenient, its execution was 
8118p8nded by order in council. 

The old project of &. "stint," or u oeaation" in the 
planting of tobaooo, was al80 revived. The inhabit-
ants of several counties .signed a petition to the govem- I 

or to oall a special aession of .A88embly for that purpoee. 
Alarmed at symptome which seemed to portend a new 
rebellion, without consulting his council he granted the 

1682. request. The Aseembly met, but, after vehement de
April 18. bates, proceeded no further than to petition the king to 

order a stint, not in Virginia only, but in Maryland and 
Carolina also, the importation ef whOle tobaooo into Vir
ginia had lately been prohibited by statute. The cli8-
appointed planters aseembled tumultuously in the peti
tioning counties, and cut up the tobacoo plants. The 
actors in this affair being "inconsiderable people," pro
needings against them were suspended for the present, 
in hopes of fixing the oft'eDae on persons of more c0nse

quence. 
NotwithstaD.ding Beverley'. services as Berkeley's 

lieutenant in suppressing the insurrection of Bacoo, his 
jealous oustody of the records of the House of Burgess
es, and his refusal to submit them to the inspeotion of 
the king's oommiuioners, had given great offense. A 
royal letter had suggested to the council the propriety 
of visiting all concerned in that business with special 
"marks of the king's displeasure." With the object 
apparently of oompe11iPg the Assembly to ohoose anoth-

.y. er clerk, Beverley was arrested on the charge of stir
ring up infonnations under the Cohabitation Act, settiag 
OIl foot petitions for an Assembly, and giving assoran088 
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of a oeasa.tion, wheteby he had provoked the people to CJllP1'ER 

riot. On these vague aoousations he was kept a pris- xv. 

Mer, his disoharge on writ of HabeQf Corpus being re· 1682. 
fused, and ~e subjeot retened to the king. Finally he NOT. 

was accused of interfering with the business of the &eo-

retary, in opeDing a lette! colltaining writs for the eleo-
tion of butgesaes. But this he insisted had been done by 

, the governor's speoial order. At last, upon an informa-
tion of the attorney general, he was found guilty of high 
lPisdemeanors, or, rather, he ooDfessed himaelf guilty, 1684. 
aDd compoUDded matters by asking pardon on his bended May. 

kaees.· The next Assembly evinoed their sympathy by 
again ohoosing him their olerk. 

Meanwhile prosecutions against the plant-outters pro
oeeded. Under advice from England, sevetal of them 
were bmd guilty and exeouted for treason,. whioh, by 
a deolaratory aot of .Assembly, was pronounced to be .April. 

aommitted by all who usembled. to the number of eight 
or more, to out up or destroy tobaooo plants or any 
other orop. 

The slave oode during Culpepper's administration re-
ceived some additions. Slaves were prohibited.to carry 1682. 
arms, offensive or defeuive, or to go off the plantations 
of their masters without a written pau, or to lift hand 
against a Christian even in self-defense. Runaways 
who refused to be apprehended might be lawfully killed. 
The condition of slavery was imposed upon all servants, 
whether negroes, Moors, mulattoes, or Indians, brought 
into the colony by sea or land, whether converted to 
Christianity or not, provided ,hey.ere ftDt of Christian 
parentage or coufltrw, or Turks or Moors in amity with 
his majesty. An 1ID81lCoefJ8ful attempt was made in the 
council, whether dictated by humanity, by polioy, or by 
a wish to promote the interests of the Royal Afrioaa 

I. NN 
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CB.lP'l'ER Company, to re-enact the old law prohibiting the enslave
xv. ment of Indians. The evils of the slave system were 

1682. already felt. Culpepper refers, in an offioial report, to 
"the buying of blaoks" as having" exceedingly contrib
uted" to the over-prodnotion of tob8.ooo. 

Though Culpepper had obtained from the Assembly a 
salary of £2000, $8000, besides presents and' perqni
sites, he seems to have had little relish for a banishment 
to Virginia, whence he twice retnrned without leave. 
On his return the second time, convioted by a jury 'of 
receiving presents from the Assembly oontrary to his 
orders, he was deprived of his office by a legal process, 
and he soon found it expedient also to surrender bis pat
ent, receiving therefor a pension of £600. Virginia 
thus restored to the crown, Lord Howard 'of Effingham 

1684. was sent out as governor, with a frigate to enforce the 
navigation acts. 

It was by an Assembly which he called. that the ale 
ready mentioned act against plant-cutters was passed. 

April. The publio revenue was aided by a tax of threepence 
per gallon upon all liquors imported, except from En
gland. Additional measures were also taken for frontier 
defense, in furtherance of whioh Effingham presently 
visited Albany, and, with the assistance of Dongan, gov
ernor of New York, negotiated a treaty with the Five 
Nations, whioh put a stop to the depredations on the 
frontier, under whioh, for several years past, Virginia 
had suffered. 

1686. A new Assembly was presently oalled; but, instead of 
Oct. proceeding to business, the members "spent their time 

in frivolous and unnecessary debates"--at least such 
was the judgment of James II. on their conduot--:-"pre
suming so far as to raise contests touching the goyernor's 
negative voice." This behavior the king:was pleased to . 
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ascribe not only to a disposition to protract the session, CHAPTER 

and thereby to increase their wages, but also to the in. xv. 
fiuence of Beverley, whom they had el~~ as' their 1680. 
clerk, and whom the king how declared incapable of any 
office or public employmcnt ~ Virginia,. and ordered,:f;o 
be prosecuted, if the govem~r found cause, "aOOording 
to the utmost rigor of. the 'law, for altering ·the.~records 
of the AsSembly." The governor's conduct 'in pr~9gu· 
mg th~ Assembly was approv;!3d.; he was order~ to 
dissolve it,; and ~enceforward'.to· assume to himselt.'au. 
thotity to appoint a fit per~>n to: exe.cute thtt o~ of 
clerk olthe·House of Burgesses.' Nor did the·ltouse~re. , . 

gain the appointment of itS clerk till .the reign of ,.Qu~n 
Anne. ". .'.' ..,' ;. 

, . 
PrevidUs' to, the arrival of this order, tbe Assembly; at, .. 

an adjourned~8Sion,' had passed an act, by which debts;,~1686. 
contracted in';M~l~d .and Carolina_were' first;~e ~~ ",Oct, 

coverable ni the"~ma cou~, .. ' , ' 
Effingham, like'h~.predecel!Mr,·was ~eedy for mon. 

ey. All probates of wills' were required to be l18aled, 
and, for the' use Qf hiS seal,: the' governor demanded a fee 
of two hundred pounds of tobaCC?O,. A new fee of thirty 
pounds of tobaccO was demanded, by the, secretary for 
recording grants of land.' It .was· ~t)y,·pe .. haps, this 
same desire of fees w~i~ le4 to~ ,the·'~stablishment of 1687. 
a Court of Chancery, ~fwhich, the gQv.,iior cillimed, Oct. 17, 

by virtue of his office,' to be sole judge, 1rith the as
sistance, however, of such counselors as he chose to con-
sult. In conformity with the policy adopted by James 
II. not less in America than in Europe, Ludwell and 
Custis ·wei'e displaced from the council to make room' fal: 1686. 
two papists. . . . . ,', ',~' . 

An act of Lold Culpepper's first Ass8mbly~'recitiriJ':' : ,:,' 
"that all courts in this country are many tiD;te~ ~dered 

- ". ".: 

~i·~itl~e~ b~ qQ6gIe 

" 
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CBAPTD and troubled in their judioial proceedings by the impert
xv. ment discourses of many busy and ignorant men, who 

1687. will pretend to assist their friend in his business, and to 
olear the matier more plainly to the court, although 
never desired nor requested thereunto by the person 
whom they pretend to assist, and many times to the de. 
atruotion of his cause, and the great trouble and hinder
ance of the court," for the prevention of these evils, pro
hibited any persoll to appear in any court as attomey 
without first obtaining a license Crom the governor. This 
act, being found "inoonvenieat," was repealed by the 
nut Assembly. But the repealing act was itself repeal
ed by royal proclamation, whereupon Effingham elaimed 
that the first aot revived, and would allow no attomeys 
to practice without his license. 

" 

The planters of Virginia were not a little aJumed at 
an exoise duty icnpgIed in &glaod on tobaooo-the 
commencement of a system, since carried so far in that 
oountry. They attempted to retaliate by aots for the en
oouragement of domestio manufaotures. But these aota 
were disallowed by the kiag in oounml, as hostile to En
gJUh interests. 

The increase of discontents in the colony was evinced 
not oo1y by many proeeoutioDS for seditious words, bat 

1688. in the oonduct of a new ,A.ssembly, presently called, of 
April. whOle olerk, oonformably to his recent orders, Effingham 

usumed the appointment. That Assembly was 8OQD. dis.
eolved without pesaing any acts, and Effingham pr0-

ceeded to England, followed by Philip LudweU, sent by 
the Assembly to complain of his oonduot. Upon Effing
ham's departure, Nathaniel BaOOD, president of the oou.n
ail, suooeeded to the temporary administration. 

1662. For some years after yQung Calvert's aooeesion as 
governor, things in Maryland went on happily. Some 
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miswulerst.A.IVJings had ooourred with the Indians, but CHAPTER 

they were quieted. without much diffioulty. Meanwhile xv. 

the settlements gradually extended. New Netherland 1664. 
having been taken possession of by the English, Lord 
Baltimore olaimed, under his oharter, to carry his juris
diotion to the shores of the Delaware; but he found the 
Duke of York's officers no less obstinate upon that point 
thaJ). their Dutch predeoessors. The navigation act bav-
ing out off' the revenue formerly derived from the impost 
on tobaooo exported in Dutch vessels, to supply this de
fioienoy, the example of Virginia was presently imitated, 1671. 
by the imposition of two shillings per hogshead upon all 
tobaooo exported, one half toward the oolonial expenses, 
and the other half as a personal revenue to the proprie-
tary, who agreed, on his part, to accept his quit-rents 
and all fines due on the transfer of estates in tobaooo at 
twopence per pound--41. price somewhat beyond the cur-
rent rates. In Maryland as in Virginia, tobaooo 000-

stituted the only &taple, and both provinces felt alike the 
inoonvenience of over-production. Yet the Maryland 
planters, not oontent with white servants, were anxious 
to stock their plantations with slaves. An aot was pass-
ed, and subsequently renewed, for enoouraging the im
portation of negroes, whioh had almost ceased since the 
cessation of trade with the Dutch. 

Prudence, caution, and moderation had made Lord 
Baltimore by far the moet SUOO888ful of all those adven..; 
turers who had attempted proprietary oolonies in Amerioa. 
In return for his heavy outlays, he began, in his old age, 
to receive a oonsiderable inoome, inoluding fines, quit
rents, the tonnage duty, and half the export duty. At 
his death the proTince had ten oounties, Jive on either 1676. 
shore of the Chesapeake, with perhaps sixteen thousand 
inhabitants, of whom far the larger part were Protest-
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CHAPTER ants. No considerable number of Catholio immigrants ap
xv. pears to have arrived subsequently to the first migration. 

1676. AB one consequence of the system introduced by Lord 
Baltimore, and of the act of toleration still in foroe, Mary
land had no religious establishment, and no division into 
parishes. There were three or four Episcopal olergy
men, who lived on their own plantations, and received 
the voluntary contributions of those who attended their 
services; but they had no glebes, no parsonages, no 
tithes; and their discontent was plaintively expressed in 
a letter from one of their number to the Archbishop of 
Canterbury. "The priests are provided for; the Quakers 
take oare of those who are speakers; but no care is taken 
to build up ohurohes in the Protestant religion!" The 
colony is represented, in consequence, as a "Sodom of 
uncleanness and a pest-house of iniquity." The testi
mony of those who magnify the necessity for their own 
services is always to be received with some caution. 
There is no reason, in faot, to suppose that the morals 
of Maryland were at all worse than those of Virginia, 
though that latter colony did enjoy the advantage of a 
Churoh of England establishment. 

The new proprietary of Maryland, shortly after his 
father's death, leaving Thomas Notley as his deputy 

1678. governor, went to England to look after his property 
there. Soon after his arrival, he was called to aooount, 
on the score of the ecclesiastical destitution of his prov
ince, by the Bishop of London, to whose diocese the over
sight of the colonies was deemed a sort of appendage. 
The bishop was seconded by the king and his ministers, 
anxious to compound for lives of utter and notorious 
profligacy by.professing a great devotion to the estab
lished religion. Lord Baltimore alleged the impossibility 
of any publio eoolesiastical establishment in a province 
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of suoh various religious creeds; but this explanation was CllAPTD 
xv. 

bardly deemed satisfactory. 
At the period of Baltimore's visit to England, that 1678. 

country was violently agitated by a struggle to exolude 
the Duke of York from s\lOO6ssion to the throne, on the 
ground that he was a professed papist. This exolusion 
was zealously advocated by the representatives of.the old 
Parliamentarians, who had begun again to aot, under 
Shaftesbury'slead, as an organized party, and whom the 
popular delusion of the famous popish plot had greatly 
strengthened. On the other hand, the representatives 
of . the old Royalists supported the olaims of the duke, 
though they disavowed popery almost as strongly as their 
rivals. It was now that the party names of Whig and 
Tory first came into use. Whig, the Scotch for sour 
milk, and the appellation of the rebel Covenanters of the 
west Qf Scotland, was applied, by way of ridioule, to 
the ~nemies of the duke; while his friends, in their 
turn, were stigmatized as Tories, the name originally 0' 

certain wild bands of hish popish robbers. 
This great party struggle in England, ooupled with 

the recent insurrectionary movements in Virginia under: 
Bacon and others, was not without in1luence on the 
ultra-Protestants of Maryland. Headed by Fendal, the 
former govemor, a man well experienced in civil com. 
motions, they began to call in question the anthority of 
a papal proprietor. Lord Baltimore hastened his return 
to the province, and was able to triumpb over tbis old 
agitator. Fendal was arrested, tried, found guilty of 1681. 
sedition, and baIiished. 

Charles II., after a most violent struggle, triumphed 
also, by the help of the Tory, or High Churoh party, 
over the enemies of the Duke of York. Shaftesbury, 
their leader, found himself obliged to retire to Holland.. 
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CIlAPTD AnxiOll8 to establiah hit own Protestantism in the eye8 
xv. of the nation-for it was very much doubted, and. not 

1681. without reason-the king 88Ilt orders to Lord Baltimore 
to allow none but Protestants to hold office in Mary
land. But the proprietary did not see fit tb comply with 
orders for which there was no warrant in the Maryland 
charter. He allowed, however, to his Protestant sub
jects, as, indeed, he always had done, what he considered 
their fair share of publio troats. 

The attempt in Maryland to preTent the intermar
riage of whites and blaokl seems not to have proved 

. very suooessful. The preamble to a DeW aot on this 
subject recites that such matohee were often brought 
about by the "instigation, proouremeat, Of connivanoe 
of the muter or mistress," who thus availed them
selves of the provisioas of the former law to proloDg the 
servitude of their female eervant8, and, at the same 
time, to raise up a new brood of Uves. To remedy this 
evil, all white female servants intermarrying with negro 
slaves were declared Cree at once, and their children also ; 
but the minister celebrating the marriase, and the mas
ter or mistress promoting or conniving at it, were sub
jected to a fine of ten thousand pounds of tobaooo. 
~his law is said to have been passed by the prooute
ment of Lord Baltimore, and for the special benefit of 
one Eleanor Butler, known as "Irish Nell," who had 
returned with him from England, and had intermarried 
with a negro slave. But how bootless are laws for the 
protection of the ignorant and helpless! The children 
of this very Irish Nell were held as slaves; and when, 
near a century afterward, in 1770, her grandohildren 
sued for their liberty, the provinoial court held that, al. 
though Nell's children had all been bom after the act 
was repealed, yet, as her marriage preceded that repeal, 
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her issue and their deeoeDdants remaiDed subject to the CmPTEJl 
penalties of the act, and were rightly held as slaves. xv. 
(See Butler ••. Boardman, 1 Harris aad McHenry's 1681. 
Maryland Reports, 371.) The great- grudohildren 
tried again in 1787 with better SUOO888, being all set 
free by tho Court of Appeals (2 Harris and McHenry, 
214), an the ground that 80 h8(LYy a penalty as the 
servitude of one's ohildren could never attach except the 
faota on whioh it was founded had first been establisbed 
in a ocmrt of record; and aa DO oonviotion, in the oase 
of Irish Nell, of intermarriage with a negro oould be pro-
duoed, therefore her posterity were entitled to freedom. 

Lord Baltimore, while governor during his fatber's 
life, and his deputies since, had aoied 88 collector of the 
parliamentary iDteroolonial 0UIt0ms upon "enumerated 
artiolel." A DeW oollector, appoiDted from England, 
was perhaps more strict than his pred.ecessors. At all 
events, Baltimore soon quarreled with him, and com .. 
plained to the king. But the colleotor was sustained in 
England, and Charles II. claimed of Lord Baltimore a 1682. 
considerable sum for alleged obstruotions to his revenue. 
The collector, who was very obnoxious in the province, 
was presently killed in a quarrel with one of the COUD- 1684. 
selors. His successor, four or five years after, died also 
a violent death. Neither Lord Baltimore nor the Mary-
land planters were at all zealous to assist in carrying the 
acts of trade into effect, or scrupulous about evading im
positions whioh they considered oppressive and unjust. 

The polioy of Virginia was imitated by Maryland in 
the enactment of laws for establishing towns, all of 
whioh, however, proved failures, exoept one on the Sev
ern, afterward called Annapolis, and subsequently the 
seat of government. Attempts were also made to en
courage domestio manufactures, but they had little suo-
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CHAPTER cess, and were presently complained of by the jealous 
xv. English merohants as interferences with their trade. 

1686. The accession of James II., professed Catholio as he 
was, proved, however, by no means very favorable to the 
Catholio proprietor of Maryland. The Quaker Penn 
was muoh more in favor with that papist king. . In the 
controversy between him and Lord Baltimore as to 
bounds, the proprietor of Maryland found himself obliged 
to relinquish, as we shall see in a subsequent ohapter, 
half the peninsula between the Chesapeake and the 
Delaware, besides a wide strip along the northem limit 
of his province. Nor was even the oharter of Maryland 
safe. It shared the common danger of other oharters 
at that time, and, in spite of Lord Baltimore's remon. 
strances and entreaties, a writ of Quo Wa"atato issued 

1688. against it. Baltimore hastened to England to defend his 
rights, but before a decision was arrived at the process 

1689. was arrested by the dethronement of James. 

END OF VOL. 1. 
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