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duty, loyalty, and affection to us, that we have not the
least doubt that you will receive these Comlllissioners in
such manner as becomes you, and II [as1

] II may manifest
your respect and affection to\\·ards us,.from ,,,hOlD they are
sent. l'hey will let you know the resolution \\·e have to
preserve all your liberties and privil~ges, both ecclesias
tical and civil, \\,ithout the least violation, which we
[presume willi] dispose J·ou to manifest, by all ways in
your power, loyalty and affection to us, that all the world
may know that you do look upon yourselves as being as
much our su~jects, and living under the same ohedience
under us, as if you continued in your natural country;
and so we bid you farewell.

Given at our Court, at Whitehall, April 23, 16&1., in
the sixteenth year of ~ur reign.

By his Majesty's special command.
• HENRY BENNET.

CHAP. LXXVIII.'

The country about Hudson's River, "when first disc~ed

and planted; what changes have passed ~JJer thefn"
since their first planti'lJg to this prese," time.

THE most fertile and desirable tract of land in all the
southerly part of New England, is that which lirth about
the greatest river in all those parts, called Hudson's
River, at the first called Ne\v Netherlands. from the
people that first possessed it.

That great rilter was first discovered by Captain Hudson
in the year 1610,3 from \,"hom it rec~ived its name. The
reason why it ,vas not first seized into the possession of
the English, seems to be the many sad disasters th~y met
withal, in their first attenJpts that \,'aJ in 1607· and some
years after, which discouraged those of our nation from
further prosecuting any design of that nature till the
year 1620, when sOlne of the Separation of Leyden, in
Holland, put on a fresh resolution to transplant them
selves into some part of Anlerica. Their intent was to
have pitched upon some place about Hudson's River,
but "they were therein supplanted by some of the Dutch,
amongst whom they sojourned, which hired the master

0'0 U

I Supplied (rom Davis'. MortoD, p. 313.-B. I LXXVII in thp MS.-B.
• In September, 1609.-B. • See plge 13, d .,.--11.



O~ NEW ENGLAND. 667

of the shfp to bend his course more northward, \\,hich, to
gratify tht~ir fraudulent interlopers, Jones, their mercenary
pilot, performed,! and forced them in at Cape Cod, having
at that tiDle an intent to make a Plantation about Hud
80n's River themselves, \\,hich they soon after accom
plished, although their pretence was only to make use
of the harbor for a supply of fresh water for their ships,
as they passed to and from the West Indies, but
took such liking to the place, that. they there settled a
Plantation; for those that began, 1614, were routed by
Sir Samuel Argall, soon after the other began at Cape
Cod. On which consideration that Providence is the
more remarkable, that hath of late brought it under the
EDglish, in the yeal· 1664, having been in the hands of
the Dutch above forty years before.

At the first settling of their Plantation, there, they
r always h~ld a fi·jendly correspondence' with the English

at New Plymouth, thereby, as it wer~, proffering them
a Dless of pottage instead of the birthright of the Jand,
which, by an under contrivance, they had before subtilely
derrived them of.

t was. quietly possessed by the Dutch a long time, till
of late, \vhen, b~ginning to stand upon terms and ,upon
masteries with our Royal So,·ereign Charles the Second,
(whose rOJa) predecessors had not only been their great
benefactors, but their chief upholders, when, casting otT
the Spanish yoke, they began to set up for themselves,)
it was happily surrendered, or surprised, by the English,
under the conduct of Colonel Niohols, in the behalf of his
Royal Highness the Duke ofYork.3 Under the govern
ment of the said Colonel Nichols it continued until the
year before our last quarrel with the Dutch, when General
Nichols, weary of his confinement there, resigned up his
place in the government of the Dutch Plantation to Colo
nel Lovelace,· who held it till the year 1673, \\'hen, in his
absence from the fort and chiefest place ofstrength, it was
unhappily surprised by Monsieur Colve, under a Dutch
Commission, ,,'ho held it for a while, to the no small
daolage of the English in those parts, till it was again
restored to the absolute possession of the English upon
their last treaty of peace between the two n8tions.5

1 See page 51.-H. • See page 99.-B. I In 1664. See page
681; Hohnes, i. 334-5; Thompson's Long Island, i. 118-29.-8.

4 In 1667 or 1668. See Chalmers'. Political Annals, p. 578; Thomp-
IOD, i: 142-3.-B. • See pale 611.-B.
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When the Dutch first planted that part of the country,
they took possession, in like manner, of the westermost
part of Long Island, ,,,here they began some petty Plan
tations lvith some inhabitants of their own nation.

The remainder of the said Island was possessed I)y the
English, that removed into those parts, for the sake of a
more convenient and commodious situation, out of the
other Colonies of New England, having obtained the
liberty so to do, by some kind of grant from the agent of
my Lord Sterling,! to "vhose share or allotment, (either
by grant from the Earl of Carlisle, or in some other W3J",)
that part of the country fell, upo'n the resignation of the
Grand Patent betwixt the years 1630 and 1635; and also,
by a voluntary consent and agreement anlongst them
selves, II some II of the to\\·ns upon that part of Long Island
put themselves under the government of Ne\v Haven,
and some under Connecticut Colony; under '\l'hich juris
dictions they remained till the coming over of Colonel
Nichols, 1664, \vho assumed the whole Island into his
possession, as part of the Patent .granted his Royal High
ness the Duke of York, to which it hath been annexed
ever since. The to\\·ns planted thereon, all, or most of
them are moulded, as to their ecclesiastical concernments,
after the manner of the rest of the Ne\v English Planta
tions, and are of their persuasion generally in matters of
religion; nor have they been abridged of their liberty
therein by any of the honorable gentlemen that have
presided there, since it hath been reduced into the pourer
of the English.

The to\vns there seated lie ill this order, being about
twelve in all.

In a bay, at the eastermost end of Long Island, is that
called Shelter Island, a very fruitful 'and pleasant place,
the seat of one Mr. Syl~·cster,' a rich merchant, that pur
chased it of a Ne\v Haven gentleman,1 and hath there
settled his family, which he brought from Barbados.

The next place, on that called Long Island, is East
Hampton, at the furthest end eastward; then South
Halnpt~n; next, Southhold, lvhere the inhabitants of
late have fallen upon the killing of lvhales, that frequent

II and II

1 See page 245.-H. I Capt. Nathaniel Sylvester, to whom, wirh his
associates, the Island was eonveyed by Stephen Goodyear, of New HaveD,
June 9, 1651. See Thompson's Long Island, i. 118, 155, 36(-73.-8..
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the south side of the Island in the latter part of the win
ter, wherein they have a notable kind of dexterity; and
the trade that ariseth therefrom hath been very heneficial
to all that eIJd of the Island; then Seatocket, Hunting
don, Oh~ter, Jerusalem, Jericho, Hempsted, Flushing,
New Town, Bedford, Gravescant. Some of these are
Dutch towns, in the first planting or ordering of whick
there hath not much matter of moment been reported.

After Monsieur C·olve had possessed himself of the
Dutell Plantations at Manhatos, he made some attempts
to have seized the towns of the English on Long Island,
but the inhabitants stood resolutely upon their guard,
and so prevented his further design upon them.!

As for any further discourse of the Dutch Plantations
next adjoining, or the description thereof, the r~ader

may take the following relation (with littl~ variation,)
in the words of D. D.,· some time an inhabitant there,
and published in the year 1670•

..\ Brief Relation of New York. With the Places thereunto Adjoining,
formerly called The New NetherlaDd., &c.

That tract of land, formerly caJIed the New Nether
lands, doth contain all that lan<l which Iieth in the north
parts of Amel'ica, betwixt New England and Maryland, in
Virginia, the length [of] which north,vard into the coun
try, as it hath not been fully discovered, so it is 110t cer
tainly known; the breadth of it is about two hundred
Dliles. The principal rivers within this [tract] are Hud
son's River, After-Kull, Raritan River, and Delaware
Bay River; the cbief II [islands are] II tbe Manahatan's
Island,s Long Island, and Staten Island.

And first, to begin with the Manabatan's Island, 80

called by the Indians. It lieth within II" [land] II betwixt the
degrees of 41 and 42 of north latitude, and is about four
teen miles long and two 11 3 [broad.] II It is bounded with
Long Island, on the south; \vith Staten Island, on the west;
on the north, with [the] main land; and with Connecticut
Colony on the east side of it; only a part of the Blain
land, belonging to New York Colony, where several
towns and villages are settled, being about 11 4 .thirtYIi miles

IiII_tIll I • tmd I III tDitiel I 4 threeS

I See Thompson, i. 155-6, 367.-B.
• See Furman'. DeDtoD, pp. 23-7.-...

31·
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in breadth, doth intercept the Manhatan's Island and
Connecticut Colon)', before mentioned. It is rather an
isthlnus than an island, being tacked to the main by a
shallo\v stream, fordable at lo\v ,vater.

The to\vn, called Nc\v York, is settled upon the ,,"cst
end of the said Island, having that small arm of tile sea,
,,,hich divides it from Long Island, on the south side of
it, which II [runs] II a\vay east\\'ard to New England, and is
navigable, though dangerous. For about ten (niles II 51 [from
Ne\v] II York is a place called Hell Gate,1 l,·hich being a
narro\v passage, there runneth a violent stream, both upon
flood and ebb, and in the middle Heth some islands of rocks,
which the current sets so violently upon, that.it threatens
present shipwreck; and upon the flood is a large "'birl
pool [\vhich] continually sends forth a hideous roaring,
enough to atrright any stranger from passing further,
III [and] II to wait for some Charon to conduct him
through; Jet to those that are lovell acquainted, II 4 [little
or] II no danger; yet a place of great defence against an.)?
enelny cODling in that way, which a small fortification
would absolutely prevent, and necessitate them to come
in at the \yest end 11 5 [of Long] II Island b)~ Sandy Hook,
where Nutten Island I doth force them \vithin command
of the fort 116at [New York] II \vhich is one of the best
pieces of defence in the north part of America.

New York is built Dlost of brick and stone, and cov
ered \vith red and black tile, 11

7 [and the land] 11 being high,
it gives at a distance a pleasing aspect to the spectators.3

11 8 [The] inhahitants consistll Illost of English and Dutch,
and have a considerable trade with the Indians for
beal'ers, otter, racoon skins, with other furs; and
also for bear, deer, and elk skins; and are supplied
\\,ith venison and fo\vl in the winter, and fish in the sum
mer, by the Indians, \vhich they buy at an easy rate. And
having the country round about them, they al·e continu
ally 119furnishedll \vith all such provisions as is needful for
the life of man, not only by the English and Dutch
within their own, but Jike\vise by the adjacent Colonies.

II bears II III froln H II I hut n n~ there is U D$ ~ tAt I
II'· • • U 11 7 wh;c~ If III. • • inhabit - • • U D' supplied

I It is hardly necessary to remind the American reader of Irving's in
imitable description of this Strait.-B. • The Dutch {or Nut Island,
the name Riven to Governor'. Island during the AI HollaDd Supremacy."
Furman'. DentoD, p. 29.-8. • See Furman's Denton, pp. 29-32.-]1.
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'''he commodities rented from thence are furs and
skins before mentioned, as Iike"'ise tobacco, Dlade \vithill
the Colony, as good as is usually mnde in Maryland;
also, horses, beef, pork, oil, peas, wheat, and the like.

Long Island, the west end of ,vhich lies southward of
Ne\v York, runs eastward above one hundred miles, and
is, in some places eight, in some t\velve, in some four
teen miles broad. It is inhabited frotu one end to the
other. On the west end are four or five Dutch towns,
the rest being ..all English, to the number of twelve, be
sides villages and farm-houses. rfhe Island is Olost of it
of a very good soil, and very natural for all sorts of Eng
lish grain, \vhich they SO\V and have very good increase
of; besides all other fruits and herbs, common in Eng
land, as also tobacco, helnp, flax, pumpkins, melons, &c.

The fruits, natural to the Island, are mulberries, pos
simons, grapes, great and small, \\'hortleberries, cran
berries, plums of several sorts, raspberries, and stra\v
berries; of which last is such abundance in June, that
the fields and woods are died red, in a mannpr, \vith them.

The greatest part of the Island is very full of tiolber,
as oaks, \vhite and red, \valnut trees. chestnut trees, \\~hich

yield store of mast for s\vine, and are often there\\'ith
sufficiently fatted \vithout corn; as also maples, cedars"
saxifrage, beach, birch, hoJJy, hazel, with many sorts
D)Ore.

The herbs, \fhich the country naturally affords, are
purslain, ,vhite orage, egrimony, violets, pennJ-royal,
elecanlpane, besides saxaparilla very common, besides
many more. Yea, in May you shall sec the \voods and
fields so curiously bedecked ,vith roses, and an innu
merable multitude of other delightful flo\vers, not only
pleasing to the e)'e, but smell, that you Dlay behold na
ture contending with art, and striving to equal, if not
excel many gardens in England. Nay, did love kno\v
the virtue of all those plants and herbs gro\ving there, .
(which time may more discover,) Dlany are of opinion,
and the natives do affirm, that there is no disease com
mon to the country, but may be cured without nlaterials
from other nations.

There are several navigable rivers and bays, which
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put into the north side of Long Island; but upon the
soutl1 side, \vhich joins to the sea, it is so fortified with
bars of sands and shoals, that it is a sufficient defence
against any enemy. Yet the south side is not without
brooks and IIriverets,1I \,·hich empty themselves into the
sea; yea, you shall scarce travel a mile but )·ou shall
meet with one of them, whose chrystal streams run so
swift that they purge themselves of such stinking mud
and filth, which the standing or slow paced streams of
most h.·ooks and rivers, west\\'ard of this Colony, leave
lying behind them upon their banks, and are by the suo's
exhalation dissipated, the air corrupted, and many fevers
and other distempers occasioned, not incident to this
Colony. Neither do the brooks and II riveretsll premised,
give way to the frost in winter, or drought in summer,
but keep their course throughout tho year.

These ri\'ers are very well fUlol1ished \"ith fish, as bass,
sheepsheads, plai(~e, pearch, trouts, eels, [turtles] and
divers others. Thfre is also a black fish, of an excellent
taste, not fOllod elsewhere in New England. III Tbe
Island II is plentifully stored with all sorts ofEnglish cattle,
horses, hogs, sheep, 11

3 [goats, &c., no] place in the
north II of Amt'rica better, \\,hich they can both raise
and maintain, [hy] reason of the large ~ and ~ spacious
meadows 11 3 [or Inarch~s where,\,itb it is furnished, tbe
Island like\\'ise] II producing excellent English grass, tbe
seed of which was brought out of Eogla9d, which they
sometime mow twice a year.

For wild beasts there is deer, bear, wolves, foxes,
rackoons, otters, musquashes, and skunks. Wild fowl
there is great store of, as tu.-keys, heatbhens, quails, par
tridges, pigeons, cranes, geese of several sorts, branm,
ducks, widgeon, teal, and divers otbprs. There is also
th~ ~ed-bird, with divers sorts of singing birds, whose
chirpIng notes salute the ears of trav~lIers with an har
monious discord; and in every pond 11 4 andll brook, green
silken frogs, who \vhistling forth their ah.-Hlnotes, strive to
bear a part in this music, not much unlike the J...ant:a
shire bagpipe; while in the m~aotinle the larger sort of
them ~in the eveDings~ are bellowing out their sackbut
diapason.

Towards the middle of Long Island lietb a plain, six-

II rinaletlll III. • illud I If '. • • •• • •or I
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the south side of the Island in the latter part of the win
ter, wherein they have 0, notable kind of dexterity; and
the trade that ariseth therefrom hath been very beneficial
to all that end of the Island; then Seatocket, Hunting
don, Oister Bay, Jerusalem, Jericho, Hempsted,Flushing,
New Town, Bedford, Gravessant. Some of these are
Dutch towns, in the first planting or ordering of which
there hath not mtlch matter of moment been reported.

Moor Monsieur Colve had possessed himself of the
Dutch Plantations at Manhatos, he made Borne attempts
to have seized the towns of t~e English on Long Island,
but the inhabitants stood resolutely upon their guard,
and 80 prevented his further design upon them. l

As for any further discourse of the Dlltch Plantations
next adjoining, or the description thereof, the reader
may take the following relation, (with little variation,) in
the words of D. D.,· 80me time an inhabitant there, and
published in the year 1670.

A Brief Relation of New York, With the Places thereunto Adjoining,
formerly called The New Netherlands, &c.

That traCt of land, formerly·called the New Nether
lands, doth contain all that land which lieth in the north
parts of America, betwixt New England ~nd Maryland,
in Virginia, the length of which northward into the
country, as it hath not been fully discovered, 80 it is
not certainly known; the breadth of it is about two
hundred miles. The principal rivers within this tract
are Hudson's River, Mter-Kull, Raritan River, and
D~laware Bay River; the chief islands are the Mana
hatan's Island,i Long Island, and Staten Island.

And first, to begin with the Manahatan's Island, 80

called by the Indians. It lieth \\'ithin land betwixt the
degrees of 41 and 42 of north latitude, and is about
fourteen miles long and two broad. It is bounded with
Long Island, on the south; ·with Staten Island, on the
west i on the north, with the main land; and with Con
necticut Colony on the east side of it; only a part of •
the main land; belonging to New York Colony, where
several towns and villages are settled, being about thirty
miles in breadth, doth intercept the Manhat&n'8 Island

1 See Thomp8OD, i.155-6, 867. -B.
I See Furman'. DentDn, pp. 28-7. - B.

81- r1878.'
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and Connecticut Colony, before mentioned. It is rather
an isthmus than an island, being tacked to the main by
a shallow streo,ln, fordable at lo,v water.

The town, called New York, is settled llpon the west
end of the said Island, having that sOla11 ann of the
sea, which divides it from Long Island, on the south
side of it, which runs away eastward to New England,
and is navigable, though dangerous. For about ten
miles from New York is a place called Hell Gate,l which
being a narrow passage, there runneth a violent stream,
both upon flood and ebb, and in the middle lieth some
islands of rocks, which the current sets 80 violently
upon, that it threatens present shipwreck; and upon
the flood is 8 large whirlpool which continually sends
forth a hideous roaring, enough to affright any straD
gers from passing further, and to wait for some Charon
to conduct him through; yet to those that are well ac
quainted, little or no danger; yet 8 place of great
defence against any enemy coming in that way, which
a s~all fortification would absolutely prevent, and ne
cessitate them to come in at the west end of Long
Island by Snndy Hook, where Nutten Island I doth force
theln within command of the fort at New York which
is one of the best pieces of defence in the north part
of America.

New York is built most of brick and stone, and cov
ered with red and black tile, and the land being high,
it gives at a dL~tance a pleasing aspect to the specta
tors.3 The inhabitants consist most of English and
Dutch, and have a considerable trade with the Indians
for beavers, otter, raccoon skins, with other furs; and
also for bear, deer, and elk skins; and are supplied with
venison and fowl in the winter, and fish in the summer,
by the Indians, which they buy at an easy rate. And
having the country round about them, they are contin
ually furnished with all such provisions as is needful for
the life of man, not only by the English and Dutch
within their own, but likewise by the adjacent Colonies.

The commodities vented from thence are furs and
skins before mentioned, as likewise tobacco, made within

1 It is hardly necessary to retnind the American reader of Irvingts io
imitable description of this Strait. - H. ,. The Dutch for Nut ISland,
the Dame given to Governor'8 Island during the" Holland Supremacy."
Furman's Denton, p. 29. - H. • See Furman's Denton, pp. 29-32. - B.

[1878.]
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the Colony, as good as is u8l1ally made in Maryland; as
also, horses, beef, pork, oil, pease, wheat, and the like.

Long Island, tbe west end of which lies south\vard of
New York, runs eastward above one hundred miles, and
is, in some places eight, in some twelve, in some four
teen miles broad. It is inhabited froID one end to the
other. On the west end are four or five Dutch towns,
the rest being all English, to the number of twelve,
besides villages and farm-houses. The Island is most of
it of a very good soil, and very Datllral for all sorts of
English grain, which they sow and have very good
increase of; besides all other fruits and herbs, comlDon
in England, 88 also tobacco, hemp, flax, pumpkins,
meloDs, &c.

The fruits, natural to the Island, are mulberries, pos
simons, grapes, great and small, whortleberries, cran
berries, plums of severnl sorts, raspberries, and straw
berries; of which last is such abundance in June, that
the fields and woods are died red, in a manner, with
them.

The greatest part of the Island is very full of tim
ber, as oaks, white and red, walnut trees, chestnut trees,
which yield store of mast for swine, and are often
therewith sufficiently fatted without com; as also ma
ples, cedars, snxifrage, beech, birch, holly, hazel, with
many sorts more.

The herbs, which the country naturally affords, are
purslain, white orage, egrimony, violets, penDy-royal,
elecampane, besides saxaparilla very common, besides
many more. Yea, in May.you shall see the woods and
fields so curiously bedecked with roses, and an inn1.1
merable multitude of other delightful Halvers, not only
pleasing to the eye, but smell, that you may behold
nature contending with art, and striving to equal, if not
excel many gardens in England. Nay,. did we know
the virtue of all those plants and herbs growing there,
(which tiole may more discover,) many are of opinion,
and the natives do affirm, that there is no disease com
mon to the country, but D1SY be cured without mate
rials from other nations.

There are several navigable rivers and bays, which
put into the north side of Long Island; bllt upon the
south side, which joins to the sea, it is so fortified with

[1878.]
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bars of sands and shoals, that it is a 8ufficient defence
against any enemy. Yet the south side is not without
brooks and riverets, which empty themselves into the
sea; yea, you shall scarce travel a mile but you shall
meet with one of them, whose crystal streams run so
swift that they purge themselves of such stinking mud
and filth, which the standing or slow paced streams of
most brooks and rivers, westward of this Colony, lea,·c
lying behind them upon their banks, and are by the
the sun's exhalation dissipated, the air corrupted, and
many fevers and other distempers occasioned, not inci
dent to this Colony. Neither do the brooks and river
eta premised, give way to the frost in winter, or drought
in summer, but keep their COllrBe throughout the year.

These rivers are very well furnished with fish, as
bass, sheepsheads, plaice, perch, trouts, eels, [turtles]
and divers others. There is also a black fish, of an ex
cellent taste, not found elsewhere in New England. The
Island is plentifully stored with all sorts of English
cattle, horses, hogs, sheep, goats, &c., no place in the
north of America better, which they can both raise and
maintain, by reason of the large &lld spacious meadows
or marshes wherewith it is furnished, the Island like
wise producing excellent English grass, the seed of
,vhich was brollght out of England, which they some
times mow twice a year.

For wild beasts there is deer, bear, wolves, foxes..
raccoons, otters, musquaBhes, and skunks. 'Vild fo\vl
there is great store of, as turkeys, heath-hens, quails,
partridges, pigeons, cranes, geese of several sorts, brants,
ducks, widgeon, teal, and divers others. There is also
the red-bird, lvith divers sorts of singing birds, whose
chirping notes salute the ears of travellers with an har
monious discord; and in' every pond and brook, green
silken frogs, w:ho whistling forth their shrill notes, strive
to bear a part in this music, not much unlike the Lan
cashire bagpipes; while in the meantime the larger sort
of them in the evenings are bellowing out their sackbut
diapason.

Towards the middle of Long Island lieth a plain, six
teen miles long and four broad, upon which plain grows
very fine grass, that makes exceeding good hay, and is
very good J»asture for sheep Qr other cattle, where

[1878.]
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you shall find neither stick nor stone to hinder the
horses' heels, or endanger them in their races; and
once a year the best horses in the Island are brought
hither to try their swiftness, and the swiftest are re
warded with a silver cup, two being annually procured
for that purpose.l There are two or three other small
plains, of about a mile square, which are no small ben
efit to those towns that enjoy them.

Upon the south side of Long Island, in the winter,
lie store of whales and grampuses, which the inhabi
tants begin with small boats to make a trade of catch
ing, to their no small benefit; also an innumerable
multitude of seals, which make an excellent oil. They
lie all winter upon some broken marshes and beaches,
or bars of sand before mentioned, and might be easily
got, were there some skilful men would undertake it.'

Within two leagues of New York lieth Staten Island.
It bears from New York west, something southerly. It
is about twenty miles long and four or five broad. It
is most of it very good land, full of timber, and pro
duceth all such commodities as Long Island doth, besides
tin, and store of iron ore, and the calamine stone is said
likewise to be found there. There is but one town
upon it, consisting of English and Frellch, but is capa
ble of entertaining more inhabitants. Betwixt this and
Long Island is a very large bay, and is the coming in
for all ships and vessels out of the sea. On the north
side of this Island After-Kull River put9 into the main
land, on the west side whereof is two or three towns,
but on the east side but one. There are very great
marshes or meadows on both sides of it; excellent
good land and good convenience for the settling of sev
eral towns. There grows black walnut and locust as
there doth in Virginia, with mighty tall, straight timber,
as good as any in the north of America. It produceth
any commodity Long Island doth.

Hudson's River runs by New York northward into the
country, toward the head of which is seated New Albany,
a place of great trade with the Indians; betwixt which

1 The plain here described is a portion of the celebrated Hempstead
Plains. - H. I We need only refer the reader to Thompson's History
of Long Island, to aasure him, at once, both of entertainment and in
struction. - B.

[1878.]
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and New York, being above one hundred 1 miles, is as
good corn land as the world affords, enough to enter
tain, hundreds of families, which in the time of the
Dutch government of those parts could not be settled
for the Indians, excepting one place called the Sopers,
which was kept by 8 garrison; but since the reduce-
.ment of those parts under his Majesty's obedience and
a Patent granted to his Royal Highness the Duke of

. York, which is about six years since, by the care and
diligence of the honorable Colonel Nichols, sent thither
deputy to his Highness,' 8uch a league of peace was
made, and friendship concluded betwixt that Colony
and the Indians, that they have not resisted or disturbed
any Christians there, in the settling or peaceable pos
sessing of any lands there, within that government, but
every man hath sat under his own vine, and hath peace
ably reaped and enjoyed the fruits of his own labors,
which God continue.

Westwa.rd of After-Kull River before mentioned,
about eighteen or twenty miles, runs in Raritan River
northward into the country,8ome score of miles, both
sides of which river is adorned with spaciol18 meadows,
enough to maintain thousands of cattle; the woodland
is likewise very good for corn, and stored with wild
beasts, as deer and elks, and an innumerable multitude
of fo\vl, as in other parts of the country. This river is
thought very capable for the seat of several towns and
villages on each side of it, no place in the north of
Alnerica having better convenience for the maintaining
of all sorts of cattle for winter and summer fodder.
Upon this river is no toWll settled, but one at the
mouth of it.

Next this river westward is a place called Newasons,
where are two or three towns and villages, settled upon
the seaside, but none betwixt that and Delaware Bay,
which is about sixty miles, all which is a rich cham
paign country, free from stones, and indifferent level,
store of excellent good timber, and very well watered,
having brooks or rivers ordinarily one or more in every
mile's travel. The countr)l' is full of deer, elks, bear,
and other creatures, 88 in other parts of the conntry,

lOne hundred and forty-five by the Hudson River. - B.
I See pp. 677, 681, 667. - B.

[1818.]
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where you shall meet with no inhabitants in your jour
ney but a few Indians; where there are stately oaks,
whose broad-branched tops serve for no other use but
to keep off the Bun's heat from the wild beasts of the
wilderness; where is grass 88, high &s a man's middle,
that serves for no other end except to maintain the elks
and deer, who never devour an hundredth part of it,
than to be burnt every spring, to make way for new.
How many poor people in the world would think them- .
selves hnppy, had they an acre or two of land, whilst
llere are hundreds, nay thousands, of acres, that would
invite inhabitants.

Delaware Bay, the mouth of the river,lieth about
the midway betwixt New 'York and the .Capes pf Vir
ginia. It is a very pleL~ant river and country, but very
few inhabitants, and their being mostly S,,·edes, Dutch,
and Finns. About sixty miles up the river is the prin
cipal town, called New Castle, which is about forty Iniles
from Maryland, and very good way to travel, either
with horse or foot. The people are settled all along the
west side sixty miles above New Castle; the land is
good for all sorts of English grain, and wanteth nothing
but a good people to populate it, it being capable of
entertaining many hundred families.

Some may admire that these rich and great tracts of
land, lying 80 adjoining to New England and Virginia,
should be no better inhabited, and that the richness of
the 80il,·the healthfuln,ess of the climate, and the like,
should be no better a motive to induce people from
both places to populate it. Yet some, upon experience,
complain of the unhealthfulnees of all those places on
either side of the Manhatoes, as being flat and low
lands, and subject to agues in the summer, which is no
small discouragement to them that prize health 88 they
should. .To which I answer, that whilst it was under
the Dutch government, which hath been till within
these six years, there was little encouragement for any
English, -both in respect of their safety from the In
dians, the Dutch being almost always in danger of
them, and their beaver trade not admitting of a war,
which would have been destructive to their trade, which
was the main thing prosecuted by the Dutch. And,
secondly, the Dutch gave such bad titles to lands, to-

[1878.]
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gether with their exacting of the tenths of all which
men produced off their lands, that did much hinder the
populating of it; together with that general dislike the
English have of living under another government; but
since the reducement of it there are several towns of a
considerable greatness begun and settled by people out
of New England, and every day more and more come
to view and settle.

To give some satisfaction to people that shall be de
sirous to transport themselves thither, (the country
being capable of entertaining many thousands,) how
and after what manner people live, and how land may
be procured, &c., I shall answer, that the usual way is
for a company of people to join together, either enou~h
to make a town, or a lesser number. These go, with
the consent of the Governor, and view a tract of land,
there being choice enough, and, finding a place conve
~ient for a town, they return to the Governor, who,
upon their desire, admits them into the Colony, and
gives them a Grant or Patent for the said land, for
themselves and their associates. These persons, being
thus qualified, settle the place, and take in what inhab
itants to themselves they shall see cause to admit of, till
their town be full. These associates, thus taken in, have
equal privileges with themselves, and they make a di
vision of the land suitable to every man's occasions, no
Ulan being debarred of such quantities as he hath occa
sion for., The rest they let lie in common, till they
have occasion for a new division, never dividing their
pasture lands at all, whicll lie in common to the whole
town. The best commodities for any to carry lvith
them is clothing, the COlIntry being full of all sorts of
cattle, with which they may furnish themselves at an
easy rate.

This as a true description of the country about New
York was thought necessary to be published as well for
the encouragement of many that may have a desire to
remove themselves thither, as for the satisfaction of
those that would make & trade into those parts.

FINIS.

[1878.]
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teen nliles long and four broad, upon which plain gro,vs
very fine grass, that makes exceeding good hay, and is
very good pasture for sheep or other cattle, where you
shall find neither stick nor stoDe to hinder II the [horses'] II
heels, or endanger them in their races; and once a year
the best horses in the Island are brought hither to try
their s\viftness, and the s\\-iftest are rewarded with a sil
ver cup, two being annually procured for that purpose. l

There are two or three other small plains, of about a
mile square, which arc no small benefit to those towns
that enjoy them.

{Jpon the south side of Long Island, in the winter, lie
store of \vhales and granlpuscs, [\vhich] the inhabitants
begin lvith small boats to make a trade of catching, to
their no sOlaJi benefit; also, an innumerable multitude·
of seals, which make an excellent oil. They lie all
\vinter upon some broken marshes and beaches, or bars
of sand before mentioned, and might [be] easily got,
\vere there some skilful men would undertake it.51

Within t\VO leagues of Ne\v York lieth Staten Island.
It bears from Ne,v York west, something southerly. It
is about twenty miles long and four or five broad. It is
If ~ most [of it] very II good land, full oftinlbet:, and pro
duceth all such commodities as Long Island doth, be
sides tin, and store of iron orc, and the calamine stone
is said likewise to be found there. There is but one
town upon it, consisting of English and French, but is
capable of entertaining nlore inhabitants. Betwi~t this
and Long Island is a very large bay, and is the 113eoming
[in] for II all ships and vessels out of the sea. On the
north side of this Island After-Kull [River] puts into the
main land, on the west side whereof is two or three.
towns, but on 11 4 [the east side] II but one. There are very
great nlarshes or meado\vs on both sides of it; excellent
II :s [good land] II and good convenience for the settling of
sever;!l towns. There gro\vs black 11 6 [\valnnt and 10
ctlst] II as there doth in Virginia, with nlighty ta)), strait
timber, as good as any in the 11 7 [no~th of] II America.
It produceth any commodity Long Island doth.

II
their II III mostly of very 1\ III common • * .(m·1lf.. U U• grass • II I • wn * II 11 1 wlwle of II

1 The plain here described is a portion of the celebrated Hempstead
Plains.-H. I We need only refer the reader to 'rhompson's
History of l,ong Island, to assure him, at once, both oC entertainment and
i08Lructioo.-B.
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gether with their exacting of the tenths of all which
men produced off their lands, that did much hinder the
populating of it; together with that general dislike the
English have of living under another government; but
since the reducement of it there are several towns of a
considerable greatness begun and settled by people out
of New England, and every day more and more come
to view and settle.

To give some satisfaction to people that shall be de
sirous to transport tbemselves thither, (the country
being capable of entertaining many thousands,) how
and after what manner people live, and how land may
be procured, &c., I shall answer, that the usual way is
for a company of people to join together, either enou~h
to make a town, or a lesser number. These go, with
the consent of the Governor, and view a tract of land,
there being choice enough, and, finding a place conve
~ient for a town, they return to the Governor, who,
upon their desire, admits them into the Colony, and
gives them a Grant or Patent for the said land, for
themselves and their associates. These persons, being
thus qualified, settle the place, and take in what inhab
itants to themselves they shall see cause to admit of, till
their town be full. These associates, thus taken in, have
equol privileges with themselves, and they make a di
vision of the land suitable to every man's occasions, no
man being debarred of such quantities as he hath occa
sion for. The rest they let lie in common, till they
have occasion for a new division, never dividing their
pasture lands at all, which lie in common to the whole
town. The best commodities for any to carry with
them is clothing, the country being full of all sorts of
cattle, with which they may furnish themselves at an
easy rate.

This as a true de. cription of th country
York was thought. DC cs:ltl'y to be publi. 11 (1 •
the encouragement f . th, t may hay
remove them lye: for h 8tlt:i~rll\ct,iou
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mile·s travel. The country is (ull or d~~r, 1!lk~, tJ~.',
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Hudson's River runs by New York northward into
the country, toward the [head] of which is seated New
Albany, a place of great trade with the Indians; betwixt
which [and] New York, being above one hundred J nliles,
is as good corn-land as the world II [affords, enough] II to
entertain hundreds of families, wllicb in the time of the
Dutch government of those [parts] could not be settled
for the lodians, excepting one place called the Sapers,
II i [which was] II kept ~ by ~ a garrison; but since the re
ducenlent of those parts under his Majesty's II 3 [obedi
ence] II and a Patent granted to his Royal Highness tbe
Duke of York, which is about six II 4 [yea"rs since,] II by
the care and diligence of the honorable Colonel Nich
ols, sent thither deputy to his 11 4 [Highness,] II sa such a
league of peace was made, and friendship concluded
betwixt that Colony [aod the Indiaos,l that they have Dot
resisted or disturbed any Christians t6ere, ill the settling
or 11 5 [peaceable] II possessing of any lands there, within
that government, but every man hath sat under II· [his
own] II vine, and hath peaceably reaped and eojo)-ed
the fruits of his own labors, which God 11 4 [continueJII.

Westward of After-Kull § River ~ before mentioned,
about eigbtcen or twenty miles, runs in Raritan II' River
[north]ward II into the country, some score of miles, both
sides of wbich river is adorned with [spacious] aneadows,
enough to maintain thousands of cattle; the woodland
is likewise 11 4 [very good] II for corn, and stored with wild
beasts, as deer alld elks, 8Jld an innumerable II 4 [multitude
of] II fowl, as in other parts of the country. This river is
thought very capable 11 4 [forthe erecting] II of several towns
and villages on each side of it, II R no place in the north of
[America having better convenience for the maintaining
of all sorts of cattle for winter and sumOler food. Upon
this river is no town settled, but one at the mouth of it.
Next this river westward is a place called] Ne~asoDs,

where [are] Il two or three towns and villages, settl~d.upon
II 4 [the sea-side, but none] II betwixt that and DeJa\vare
Bay, which is abou.t sixty In.les, all \vhich is [a1rich cham
paign country, free from stones, and ind.fterent level,
store of excellent good timber, and very wen watered,
having brooks or rivers ordinarily one or more in [ever)?]

II
afli,rd8, and able II UI which i, II lI 'r1dt II U• • • HOI peoaftdI
• 1.;& II II 7 riVIr toe"tward (I 11

8 No place in. the north • • • • • • • •

lOne hundred and forty-five by Lhe Hudson River.-B.
• See pp. 677.681. 667.-B.
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mile's travel. The country is full of deer, elks, bear,
and other creatures, 8S in other parts [of] the country,
where you shall meet with no inhabitants in your jour
ney but a few Indians; where there are stately oaks,
whose broad-branched tops serve for no other use but to
[keep] off the sun's heat train the wild beasts of the wil
derness; where is grass as high as a [ man's] middle, that
serves for no other end except to olaintain the elks and
deer, who never devour an hundredth part of it, then to
be burnt every spring, to make way for new. How
many poor people in the world would think themselves
happy, had they an acre for] two of land, whilst here
are hundreds, Day thousanas, of acres, that wQuld invite
inhabitants.

Delaware Bay, the mouth of the river, lieth about the
midway betwixt New York and the Capes of Virginia.
It is a very pleasant river and country, but very few
inhabitants, and them being nlostly Swedes, Dutch, and
FinDS. About sixty miles up the river is the principal
towD, called New Castle, which is about forty miles from
Maryland, and very good way to travel, either with horse
or foot. 'I'he people are settled all alon~ tbe ,vest side
sixty [Iniles] above New Castle; the land is good for all
sorts of English grain, and wanteth nothing II [but 8]
good II people to populate it, it being capable of enter
taining many hundred families.

Some may admire that these rich and great tracts of
land, lying so adjoining to New England and Virginia,
should be no better inhabited, and that the richness of
the soil, II D the healthfulness II of the climatp, and the like,
should be no better a motive /to induce 11 3 persons from

G:~ both places II to populate it. " II 3 Yet SODle, upon experi- I

:G" enee, cOlnplain of the unheaJthfulness of" * * • *
flft 11

3being flat and low lands, and subject to II * "I in the
~ ~:: summer, which is no small discouragement to" * .'
i] ~ " 3 To which I answer 1\ that whilst it was under thO"
: :i Dutch government, 11 4 which hath been till t'withio these
~':,~: six years, II there was little encouragement lor any Eng-

~lsh, both in respect 11 3 [oftheir safety] II from the Indinns,
~e Dutch being almost al\vays in danger 11

30f them,
nd their] beaver trade not admitting II of a war, which
)uld ha"- - .. "structive to their 11 3 ftrade] which
ft II tb~ 'rosecuted by the butch. And,

, I' • • • • • • I I' • • • year, I
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secondly, the Dutch II [gave] such bad titles to II lands,
together \vith their exacting of the tenths of all Wllich
II [olen] produced offll their lands, that did much hiD
der the populating of it; together II with that general [
dislike the English have of living under anotber govern
ment; II but since the reducement of it II there II!J are .I
several to\vns of a considerable greatness begun and set
tled by people out of New England, and every day more
and more come to view and settle.

To give some satisfaction to people that shall be de
sirous to transport themselves thither, (the country being
capable of entertaining many thousands,) ho\v and after
what manner people live, and how land may be pro
cured, &c., I shall answer, that the usual way is [for a]
company of people to join together, either enough to
make a town, or a 11 3lesserll number. [These] go, with the
consent of the Governor, and view a tract of land, there
being choice II [enough,] II and finding a placecoDvenient
for a town, they return to the Governor, who, upon
[their] desire, admits them into the Colony, and gives
tberD a Grant or Patent for the said 11 4 land, II for them
selves and their associates. These persons, being thus
qualified, settle 11 5 the [place,lll and take in what inhab
itants to themselves they shaft see cause to admit of, till
tbeir town II 6 be II full.

These associates, thus taken in, have equal privileges
with themselves, and they rnake [a] division of the land,
suitable to every man's occasions, no man being debar
red of such quantities as he hath occasion for. The rest
they let lie in common, till they have occasion for a new
division, never dividing their pasture lands at all, which
lie in common to the whole II town. II The best commod
ities for any to carry with them is clothing, the country
being full of all sorts of cattle, with which they may fur
nish themselves at an easy rate.

Thus a true description of the country about New
York was thougllt necessary to be published as IDeU for
the encouragement of 11 7 many II that may have a II 8 de
sire II to remove themselves thitber, as for a [satisfaction
to others that would make a trade thither.] •
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