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CHAP. LXIII.!

The general affairs of New England, from 1656 to
1661.

DURING this whole lustre the Governor's place fell to
Mr. Endicot's lot at every election, as that of the Deputy
Governor to Mr. Bellin~ham; the which fell out in the
year 16.56, Ma}· 14th; In 1657, May the 6th; in 1658,
May the 19th; in 1659, May the 11 th; in 1660, it
happened on May the 30th; in all which space of time
did no matter of great moment occur in New Eugland.

In the year 1656 some care was taken to settle the dif
ference about the two Patents, relating to the land on the
lower side of Pascataqua River, at Swamscot, between
Dover and Ex~ter, l\·here Captain Wiggin was concerned.

Several troops of horse were appointed up and down,
in every shire of the country, for greater security of re
mote tOll-OS, in case they should be assaulted by a~y

enemy. .There fell out occasions enough to make use
of them sooner than was expected.

In the year 1657 the trade with the Indians for fllrs
\vas farmed out to BOlne particular persons, versed in
that way of dealing, and not long after released. Well
had it been for New England, if that trade had never been
taken Of' or had been better ordered, and some more
effectua care taken about it, being observed to be scarce
ever blest to any person that meddled much therein.
At this time, also, Harvard College was endowed with
two thousand acres of land,' lvhich in after ages, it is
hoped, may turn to better account than at present it is
like to do.

Within this compass of years the Colonies of New
England were deprived of more worthy men than in
many hefore, of the like number. June 5,3 ]657, Ply
mouth lost their worthy Governor, l\'Ir. William Brad
ford, \vho had continued in that place ever since the first
planting thereof, in a manner with very little intermis
sian; the very prop and stay of that Colony during all
the whole series of changes that passed Clver them. He

I LXII in the MS.-H. • In the Pequod Country. in lien, says
Peirce, of two thousand &Cres. which had been granted by the General Court
iD 1653. See pp. 237, 247, 37~, 543.-R.

I May 9th, according to Belknap, Farmer, Davis'. Morton, &e. &C.-B.
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was a person of great gravity and prudence, and of sober
principies, and for one of that persuasion very pliable,
gentle, and condescending, which occasioned the greater
lamentation at his funeral obsequies, as if in him the
people of that small Colony had buried all their help and
hope. But he who made it at the first utterance a divine
proverb, " in the Mount of the Lord it shall be seen," hath
in all following ages made it good to the experience of
his people; in that those, in \vhom the choice of the
people in that jurisdiction hath since centered, have been
furnished \vith that Dleasure of assistance as hath carried
them through the difficulties as they have met withal in
their government, both Mr. Thomas Prince, that im
mediately was called to that place, after Mr. Bradford's
decease, and Mr. Josiah Winslow, that honorable gen
tleman \vho at this time, se. 1678, supplied that place
and several years before.

Not long before,! Captain Standish ended his \varfare,
that was the military chieftain of that Colony. He was
allied to the Doble house of Standish, in Lancashire, in
heriting some of the virtues of that honorable family, as
well as the name.

Mr. Ralph Partridge also died about this time, Anno
1658, in a good old age; a man of eminent piety and
learning, sound judgment, that for above twenty )"ears
had faithfully dispensed the Word of God in that juris
diction, at DuxburJ', and, notwithstanding the paucity and
poverty of his flock, continued in his work amongst them
to the last, leaving behind him that honorable testirnony
of his patience, meekness, and cOlltentation of mind.

In the following year/a Mr. Henry Dunster,* the first
President of Harvard College, ended his pilgrimage at
Scituate, in Plymouth jurisdiction. His body \\'as solemnly
interred at Cambridge, where he had spent the choice
part of his studies and of his life, and might there have
continued, if he had been endowed with that wisdom
\vhich ~any others have wanted besides himself, to have
kept his singular opinion to himself when there was
little occasion for venting tbereof.3

• Dunstarr. MS.' ED.
1 In 1656. at Doxbury.-u. I Feb. t:I, 1858-9.-a.
I When shall we be gratified with a just tribute to the memo" of HENRY

DUNSTER 1-a man who, in extensive lauDin,. sincere piely, and an the
virtues which ennoble and adorn tbe Christian character, hu been equalled
by few, surpassed by Done, of his 8UCC8880rB.- H.
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New Haven also, lvithin this time, lost two of their
~ Governors, Mr. Eaton and Mr. Newman, of the first of

whom mention is made ~before.l~ Mr. Thomas MaJhew,
Jun., was also, io the year 1657,2108t, with the whole ship's
company of Mr. Garret, who ,,'ere buried in the waves of
the sea, in their voyage to England, whereby a great stop
was put to the conversion of the Indians on Martin's Vine
yard, of which ~the~ said l\'layhew had been the chief
instrument under God.· But the principal and most mo
mentous change that happened within this lustre, was the
joyful acclamations of the happy restoration of his Majesty
to the royal throne, which had beeD detained from hilD by
the late usurpations; it being DOW hoped that the winter
of public sorrows heiog over, the peaceful voice of tbe
tGrtle should be heard in the flourishing spring approach
ing, through all the lands of his English dominions. An
address was sent unto him from thence, December lOs,
1660, which is as follows:

To the High and Mighty Prince, Charles the Second, by the Graee of God,
KiDg oC Great Britain, France, and Ireland, Dt!fenderoC tbe Faith, &c.

Most Gracious and Dread Sovereign,

May it please your Majesty, in the day wherein you hap
pily say, you Inow4

] know [that4
] you are King over your

British Israel, to cast a favorable eJe upon your poor Me
phibosheth, now, and, by reason of lameness in respect of .
distance, not untit no\v, appearing in your presence-we
mean upon New England, kneeling with the rest of your
subjects before your Majesty as her restored King. We
forget not our inaptness as to th~se approaches; we at
present own such impote"nce as renders us unable to ex
cuse our impotency of speaking unto our Lord the King;
yet contemplating such a King, who hath also seen ad
versity, that he knoweth the hearts of exiles, who himself
hath been an exile, the aspect ofMajesty, [thus4

] extraordi
narily I(~ircumstanced,"] influenced [and4

] animated5 [the4]

exanimated outcasts, (Jet outcasts, as we hope, for the
truth,) to make this address unto their Prince, hoping to
find grace in your sight. We present this script, the tran,.

I Conjectural i tbiei., at aDy rate, theaeDle. See pl'_ 329. Francis New
maD diea io 1661, before May 29th. See Trumbull, I. 241.-8.

• In November.-B. • It should he Dec. 19Ib.-B.
4 Supplied from Hazard.-s. I ~mateth in the MS.-a.

'-OL. YI. SECOND SEalES. 22
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script ofour Joyal hearts into your royal hands, wherein we
crave leave to supplicate your Majesty for your gracious
protection of us in the continuance, both ofour civil [privi
leges1

] as of our religious liberties, (according to the gran..
tees' known end of suing for the Patent,) conferred upon
this Plantation by your Royal Father. This, ~this,~ viz.
our liberty to walk in the faith of the Gospel with all good
conscience, according to the order of the Gospel, (unto
which the former, in these ends of the earth, is but subser
vient,) was the cause of our transporting ourselves with oor
wives, our little ones, and our substance, from that pleasant
land over the Atlantic Ocean into the vast [and wastel

] wil
derness, choosing rather the pure Scripture worship, with
a good conscience, in this [poorl

] remote wilderness
amongst the heathen, than the pleasures of England, with
submission to the impositions of the then so disposed and
so far prevailing hierarchy, which we could not do without
an evil conscience. For this cause we are [atl

] this day in
a land which lately was not sown, wherein we have COD

flicted with the sufferings thereof, much longer than Jacob
was in Syria. Our witness is in Heaven, that we left Dot
our native country upon any dissatisfaction as to the COD

stitution of the civil state. Our lot, after the example of
the good old Nonconformists, hath been, only to act a
passive part throughout these late vicissitudes and suc
cessive overturnings of States. Our separation from our
brethren in this desert hath been, and is, a sufficient bring
ing to mind the affiictions of Joseph; but providential
exempti~n of us hereby from the late wars and tempta
tions of either party, we account as a favor from God;
the former clothes us with sackcloth, the latter with inllo-
cency. What reception, courtesy, and equanimity those
gentlemen' and others, adherers to the Royal Interest,
who, in their adverse changes, visited these parts, were
entertained with amongst us, according to the meanness
of our condition, we appeal to their own reports.

Touching complaints put in against us, our humble re
quest only is, that for the interim while we are as dumb,
by reason of our absence, your Majesty would permit no
thing to make an impression on your Royal Heart against

1 Supplied from Hazard.-R.
• Substituted, from Huard, for",.",. in the K8.-&
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us, until we have both opportunity and leave to answer, for ourselves. Few will be nocent, said that impleader,
r if it be enough to deny; few \vill be innocent, said the I

then Emperor, if it be enough to accuse. ' I

~ Concerning the Quakers, open aDd capital blasphemers,
open seducers from the glorious Trinity, the Lord Jesus
Christ, our Lord Jesus Chri~t, the blessed Gospel, and from
the holy Scriptures as the rule of life, open enemies to the
government itself, as established in tbe hands of any but
men of their own principles, malignant and assiduous pro-
moters of doctrioe8 directly tending to subvert both our
Church and State, after all other means for a long time
used in vain, we were at last constrained, for our own
safety, to pass a sentence of banishment against them,
upon pain of death. Such was their dangerous, and iln-
petuous, and desperate turbulence, both to religion and
phe1

] State, civil. aod ecclesiastical, as that, how uowil-
iogly soever, (could it have been avoided,) the magistrate

at last, in conscience both to God and Dlan, judged him-
self called, for the defence ofall, to keep the passage \vith
the point of the sword held towards them. Tbis could

t
do no harm to him that would be warned thereby; their

.. wittingly rushing themselves thereupon was their own act,
J [andl

] we with all humility conceive a crime, bringing
:' their blood on their own head. The Quakers died not
j' because Qf their other crimes, how capital soever, but up-

on their superadded presumptuous aod incorri~ible con-
r.o: tempt of authority, breaking in upon us, notwit standing

their sentence of banishment made known to them. Had
I' they not been restrained, so far as appeared, there was,.
,i too much cause to fear that we ourselves must quickly

have died, or worse; and such was their insolency, tbat
..- they would not be restrained but by death; nay, had they~

~ at last but promised to depart the jurisdiction, and not to
retul-n without leave from authority, we should have been_

if glad ofsuch an opportunity to have said they should not die.
Let Dot the King hear men's words; your servants are

If true men, fearing of God and [ofI] the King, not given toIt-
j,j: change, zealous of govemmen~ [and1

] order, orthodox and
~f peaceable in Israel. Weare not seditious as to the inter-
"

~ est of Cresar, nor schismatics as to the matters of religion.
I Supplied from Razard.-u_
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We distinguish between churches and their impurity, be
tween a living man, though not without sickness or infirm
ity, and no man; irregularities, either in ourselves orothers,
we desire to be amended. We could not live without tbe
public worship of God, nor [were weI] permitted the [use
of!] pubJic worshi p without such a yoke ofsubscription and
conformities [as1] we could not consent unto without sin.
That we might therefore enjoy divine worship without
[the'] human mixtures, without offence [eitherl] to God,
man, [orl ] our own consciences, we with leave, but not
without tears, departed from our country, kindred, and
fathers' houses, into this Pathmos; in relation whereunto
we do not say our garments are become old by reason of
the very long journey, but that ourselves, who came away
in our strength, are by reason of [very1llong absence maoy
of us become grey-headed, and some ofus stooping for age.
The omission of the prementioned injunctions, together
with the walking of our churches, as to the point of order,
[in] the Congregational Way, is it \vherein we desire our
orthodox brethren would bear with us.

Sir, We lie not before your Sacred Majesty. The Lord
God of gods, the Lord God of gods kno\veth, and Israel
he shall know, if it were in rebellion or schism that we
wittingly left our dwellings in our own country fOr dwell
ings ill this strange land, save us not this day!

Royal Sir, If according to this our humble petition and
good hope, the God of the spirits ofall flesh, the Father of
Mercy, who comforteth the abjects, shall make- the permis
sion of the bereavement of that all, (for which we have and
do suffer the loss of all precious, so precious in our sight,)
as that your Royal Heart shall be inclined to shew unto
us the kindness of the Lord in your Highness' protection
of us in these liberties, for which we hither came, [and']
which hith.erto we have here enjoyed, upon Hezekiah's

. speaking comfortably to us as [toll sons, this orphan shall
not continue fatherless, but grow up as a revived infant,
under a nursing fath~r; these churches shall be comforted,
a door of hope opened by so signal a pledge of the length
ening of their tranquillity, [thatl

] these poor [and1
] naked

Gentiles, not a few of whom through Grace are come and

, Supplied from Hazard.--B.
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coming io, shall still see their wonted teachers, ,vith [thel
]

encouragement of a more plentiful increase of the King
dom of Christ amongst tbem, and the blessing of your1

poor afilicted, (and yet we Aope,) a people trusting in
God, shall .come upon the head and heart of that great
King, who was sometimes an exile, as we are. With the
religious stipulation of our prayers we prostrate at }'our
Royal feet, beg pardon for this our boldness, craving,
finally, that our names may be enrolled amongst

Your Majesty's most humble subjects and suppliants.
JOHN ENDICOT, Governor,'
In the name and bI the order of the

Geoeral Court of the Massachusetts.

What acceptance this address fOllod with his Majesty,
may be gathered from the letters which he ordered to be
sent to the country, on the 16th of February following,
a true copy of which here followeth:

CHARLES R.

Trusty and wellbeloved,
We greet you well. I't having pleased Almighty God,
after long trial, both of us and our people, to touch
their hearts at last with a just sense of our right,
and by their assistance to restore us, peaceably and
without blood, to the exercise of our regal authorit}T,
for the good and welfare of the nations committed to
our charge; we have made it our care to settle our
lately distracted Kingdoms at home, and to extend our
thoughts to increase the trade and advantage of our
Colonies and Plantations abroad; amongst which, as we
consider that of New England to be oDe of the chiefest,
havin~ enjoyed and grown up under [a JonJ and«] orderly
establishment, so we shall not come behInd any of our
Royal predecessors, in a just encouragement and protec
tion of all ~ou~ loving subjects there, whose application
unto us, since our late happy restoration, hath beell very ac
ceptable, and shall not \vant its due remembrance upon all
seasonable occasions. Neither shall we forget to make
you, and aU our good people in those parts, equal par-

I Supplied from Hazard.-B. ~ Substituted, (rom Hazard, Cor the in
the MS.-B. I Accompaoying this Addre•• was ODe to tbe Parliameut,
together with instructions to their agent, John Leveret II or in his ab
aeace Richard BaltoDltall aDd Henry Ashunt, Elqra." See Hazard. ii.
679-86; Hutch. Coll. Papen, pp. 325-33.-11.
. • Supplied rro;~teh. ColI. Papen, p. 333.......
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takers of those promises of liberty and moderation to teD·
der consciences, expressed in our gracious declarations,
which, though some persons in this our Kingdom, of des..
perate, disloyal, and unchristian principle8, have lately
abused, to the public disturbance and their own destruc
tion, yet we are confident our good 8U~ects in New
England will make a right use of it, to the glory or God,
their own spiritual comfort and edification; and so we
bid you farewell.

Given at our Court at Whitehall, the 15th [dayl] of
February, 1660, in the thirteenth year of our reign.

WILL: MORRICE.

CHAP. LXIV.·

Ecclesiastical affairs in New England, from the year
1656 to the year 1661.

THE affairs of the church in New England continued
in the same state as before, and were hitherto ordered
according to the Platform of Discipline, set forth in
the year 1648; but in the beginning of this lustre some
difficulties began to arise about the enlarging the subject
of Baptism, which, unto this time, had been administered
unto those children ooly, "phose immediate parents were
admitted into full communion in the churches where they
live. But now the country came to be increased, and
sundry families were found that had many children born
in them, whose immediate parents had never attempted
t!l joio to any of the churches, to ,vhich they belonged,
and yet were very much unsatisfied that they could not
obtain Baptism for their children, although themselves
made no way to he admitted to the Lord's Supper. The
case was generally apprehended to be difficultly circum
stanced, as things had hitherto been carried on amongst
those churches, and did occasion many debates between
the ministers of the country, many of \17hich were willing
to have Baptism enlarged to those in that capacity,
but knew not well how to bring the matter about \vith
the peace of their churches, where many of their people
were very scrupulous about any innovation. Questions
of this nature were first started in the Colony of Con-

I S~p~!ied from HutcbiDIOD'. Co11. Papers, p. 333.-B.
· • LXIII in the,MS.-B.




