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CHAP. LIV.!

TransactiOfl8 between the Massachusetts and 101M of tAe
Gooernors qf tM French PlanlatiOfl8 ira .deady, frOlll
the year 1641 to 1646.

NOVEMBER the 8tb, 1641, one Mr. Rochet, a Protestant
of Rochelle, arrived at Boston, with a ulessage from
Monsieur La Tour, planted upon St. John's River, in the
BayofFundy, tothewestward ofCape Sable. He brought
no letters with him, but ooly from Mr. Shurt of Pemaquid,
lvhere he left his men and boat. He prop~unded three
things to the Governor and Council of the Massachusetts.
1. Liberty of free commerce, which was granted. 2. As
sistance against Monsieur D'Aulney, of Penobscot, with
\vhom he had war. 3. That he might make return ofgoods
out of England by their merchants. In the two last they
excused any treaty \v~th him, as having no letters, or
commission from La Tour; however he was courteously
entertained there, and after a few days departed. But
on the 6th of October following, there came a sballop
from the said La Tour, \vith fourteE'D men, one whereof
was his Lieutenant. l"hey brought letters to the Gover
nor, full of French cOlnpliments, \vith desire of assistance
against Monsieur D'Auloey. Thef staJed about a
\veek, (in \vhich time they had liberty to take notice of
the stat", of the Massachusetts, with the order of which
·the Lieutenant professed to be much afferted,) and then
returned without any promise of what was principally
d«'sired; Jet having now a second time propounded Iib
l~rty of commerce with theIn, sOlne of the merchants of
Boston seDt a pinnace soon after,' to trade with La Tour
in St. John's River. He \velcomed thelD very kindly,
giving then) good encouragt-ment for commerce, and
\"ithal "'rote letters to their Governor, very gratulatolJ
for his Lieutenant's entertainment, &c., and a relation of
the state of the controversy betwixt him and D'Aulney.
But in their return they met with D'Aulney at Pemaquid,
\,·ho ,\'rote also to tht:ir Governor, and sent him a printed

I LIII. in the MS.-B. I Noy. 7, 1841. Sa•• Win ii.91.-B.
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copy of tbe anest against La Tour, aDd threatened
them, that if any of their Tessels came to La Tour, he
would make prize of them. Tbe.next summer, June 12,
164.5, MODsieur La Tour himself came to Bostoo, in a
ship of ODe hundred and forty too, with one hundred
aDd fony persons that lately came from Rochelle,
whereof the master and his company were Protestants.
There came along with them two' friars, (one of whom
was well learned, and a ready disputant, and very
:8uent in the Latin tongue,) and two women, sent to
wait upon La Tour's lady. They came in with a fair
wind, without any notice taken of them; for meeting a
Boston boat at sea, tbey took a pilot out of her, aod left
one of their own men in his place. As they passed into
1he barbor, one of La Tour's gentlemen espied Captain
Gibbons's wife and her family passing by water to her
farm, and giving notice to the Monsieur, that they bad
been courteously' entertained at Uleir house in 80slon,
he presently maDned out a boat to go and speak.with
ber. She seeing such a company of strangers making
towards her, hasted to get from them, and landed at an
island near by, called the Go,ernor's Garden. La Toor
landed preseDtl, after her, and there found the Govemor
himself, with bls family, whom, after salutation, be pre
sently made acquainted with the cause of bis coming,
viz. that IIthisil ship being sent him out of France~ D'Aul
ney, his old enemy, had so blocked up the river, to his
fort, with two ships and a galliot, that his ship could not
get in, Whereupon he stole by in the night with his shal·
lop, and was come to crdve aid to convey him ioto bit
fort. 'fhe Governor answered him, that .. he could say
nothing to it till he had conferred with some other of the
magistrates; so after supper, he went with him to Bos
ton. In the mean time, notice being given hereof by
boats that passed by, the town was up in arms, aDd
sent three shallops with armed men to guard the Gover
nor home, and not without cause; for if it had been an
enemy, he might DOt only have surprized the person of
the Governor, with his family, but seized also tbe goDS,
[at] the castle, and either possessed themselves of the

I hia I
I WiDtbrop.-B.
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fortification, or carried all away, there being Dot a maR
at that time to defend the place. This supposed danger
put them UpOD another course, for better security of the
place soon after. But, to let that pass, the Governor
having the next day called together such of the magis
trates and deputies as were at hand, La Tour [being
present, and the Captain of his ship, &c., hell shewed them
bis Commission, and propounded to them his request, with
the cause of his coming. His~ Commissioo was fairlyen
grossed in parchment, under the hand and seal of tbe Vice
Admiral of France, and Grand Prior, &c., to bring supply
to La Tour, whom he styled his Majesty's Lieutenant
General of Acady. He showed also a letter from the
agent of the Company in France, to whom he hath refer
ence, informing him of the injurious practices of D'Aul
ney agaiost him, and advising him to look to himself, &'c.,
and subscribed to him as Lieutenant-General, &c. Upon
this it appeared, (being dated in April, 1643,) that not
withstanding the arrest which D'Aulney had sent to the
Governor the last year, whereby La Tour was proclaimed
a rebel, &c., yet he stood in good terms with the State
of France, and also with the Company, &c. Whereupon,
(though he could not grant him aid without the advice
of the other Commissioners of the Uoiled Colonies,) yet
they thought it neither fit nor just to hinder any tbat
would be willing to be hired to aid him; and accordingly
they answered him, that they would allow bim a free
'mercate, that he Dlight hire any ships that lay in their
harbor, &c., which he took 'lery thankfully, and rested
well satisfied ill. He had also leave granted him to lao.d
his men to refresh themselves, and, upon his request,
liberty was granted to exercise his soldiers, on a trainin~

day, at Boston, when the Company of the town were in
like manner employed in their military exercises, wherein
they behaved themselves civilly, and shewed their activity

.in feats of arms, which was unto nlutual satisfaction,
although some persons, unaccustolned to such affairs,
were not well pleased therewith, and did foretell that
which never came to pass. Many being dissatisfied \vith

I Supplied from Say. Win. ii. 108.-B.
I There il much confosion here; this II his" e,idently refelll to the

Captain of La Toor'. lhip.- B.
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thelle cones.sioas, the Governor law caDle to call a
second meeting, where all the reasons, pro and COD, were
laid down and debated. After all whicb, the Governor
and Council could not apprehend it any more unlawful
for them to allow him liberty to provide himself succor
from amongst their people, than it was for Joshua to aid
the Gibeonites against the rest of tbe Canaanites, or fot
Jehoshaphat to aid Jehoram against Moab, in which ex
pedition Elisha was present, and did Dot reprove the King
of Judah, but, for his presence sake, saved their lives by
a miracle; yet the ill success at the last seems Dot fully
justified by these reasons.

The Goyernor also, by letters, informed the rest of the
Commissionen of what had passed, giving them the
reasons why they did so presently give him his answer,
without further trouble to the country, or delay to the
French Monsieur, whose distress was very urgent.

10 like manner did the Governor, with the advice of
some of tbe magistrates and others, write to D'Aulney,
by way of answer to his letters of November last, to this
effect; viz. whereas he found, by the copy of the arrest
sent from bimself, that La Tour was under displeasure
and censure in France, and therefore intended to have
DO further to do with him than by way of commerce,
which is allowed, &e., and if he bad made prize of aDy
of their vessels in that way, as he had threatened, they
should have righted themselves as weD as they could,
without injury to himself, or just offence to his Majesty
of France, (whom they did honor as a great and mighty
Prinee,) and should endeavor so to behave thelD8elves
towards his Majesty and al( his subjects, &e., as became
them. But La Tour coming to them, and acquainting
them bow it is with him, and mentioning the Vice Ad
miral's commission, with the letters, &e., though they
thought Dot fit to give him aid, as being unwilling to in
termeddle in any of the wars of their neighbors, yet
considering his urgent necessity and distress, they could
DOt 80 far dispense with the laws of Christianity and
humanity, as to deny him liberty to hire for bis monel
any ships in their harbor; and whereas some of thell
people were willing to go along with him, (though without · ~
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any commission) they had charged them to endeavor, by
all means, to bring matters to a reconciliation, &c., and that
they should be assured, if they should do or attempt any
thing against the rules of justice and good neighborhood,
they must be accountable thereofunto them at their returD.

Some other geotleolen did, at that time, affirm, that
being accidentally, in their passage to New England, made
to put into the harbor, where was La Tour's fort, they
were there civilly treated, aod accommodated with his
own pinnace to transport them, when their ship was forced
to leave them. And whereas he was charged with the
killing two Englishmen at Machias, aod detaining £500
worth of goods, that belooged to some of New England,
about ten years ago, it was then made out, undeniably,
that the Englishmen at Machias were all drunk, (which is
Dot hard to believe, where men, that have Dot power to
govern themselves, have strong liquors and wine to com
mand at their pleasure,) and that they began to fire .their
murdering pieces against the Frenchmen, whom they had
peaceably traded with but two or three days before. And
for the goods, La "rour proffered to refer the matter to
judgment yet, and that, if it should be found he bad done
them any wrong, he would make them satisfaction.

In the end, nothing of moment being objected against
their hiring of ships of force, to convey him and his lady,
with their ship and goods, home to his fort, they set sail
July the 14, 1643, with four ships and a pinnace, well
manned with seventy or eighty volunteers,l who all re
turned safe within two months after,· without loss either
of vessels or meD, although they chased D'Aulney to
his own fort, where he ran his two ships aDd pinnace
aground, with intent to fortify himself \vith all expedition,
and the messenger, that carried the letters to D'Aulney,
was led blindfold ioto the house, and so returned, six or
seven houfs after. But tbe commander..in-chief3 of the

I See in Hazard, i. 499-501, "Articles of Agreement t, made 1DDe 30,
1643, "between MouDseir La Tour of the one party, and Captain Edward
Gibbons and Thomas Hawkins, part OWQer8 of the good ship oaUed the
Seabridge, the ship Philip and Mary. the 8hi~ Increase, [and] the ship
Greyhound, lett to freight to the said Mouneeir De La Tour, ot the ot.ber
far\y," &e. &C.-B.

• I About A!Jj. 10, .,8 Winthrop.-••
• Captain Hawkin., mentioned in Dote '.-B.
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vessels, bired at Boston, would not be persuaded by La
Tour, to make any assault upon D'Aulney; yet thirty of
the New England men went, on their own accord, with
La Tour's m~D, and drave some of D'Auloe"y's men from
a mill, where they had entrenched themselves, "7ith the
loss of three of his men, a~d only three of La Tour's
men wounded.

Some of the couotry took great offence at these pro
ceedings, and drew up a kind of protest against their act
ings in the Bay, and that they would be innocent of all
the mischief that might ensue, &c. SORle men have wit
enough to find fault with what is done, though Dot half
enough to know how to mend it, or to do better. The
Governor, indeed, did blame hilnself for being over sud
den in his resolution; for although a course may be war
rantable and safe, yet it becomes wise men,. in matters of
moment, not to proceed without d~liberatioD and advice.
But, on the other band, where preseot distress doth urge
delays may be as dangerous as denials, and a kindness
extorted out of a friend or neighbor with importunity,
may be as ill resented afterward as an injury :-Bis dat,
qui cito dat. 1

In the summer Collo,,"ing, La Tour, understanding that
D'Aulney was coming. out of France with great strength
to subdue him, made another address to the Governor
of the Massachusetts, to afford him aid, if need should
be. Mr. Endicot being Governor that year/~ La Tour
repaired to hilD at Salem, where he lived; who, under
standing the French language, was moved with compas
sion to\vard him, and appointed a Dleeting of the magis
trates and ministers to consider of the request.

It seems this La Tour's fath... had purchased all the
privileges and propriety of Nova Scotia from Sir Wil
liam Alexander, and had been quietly possessed of it, him
self and his father, about thirty years; and that P~Dobscot

was theirs also, till \vithin these five years, when D'Aul
ney by force dispossessed him thereof. His grant was
confirnled under the Great Seal of N. Scotland, and he
had obtained also another grant of a Scotch Baronetcy3

under the same seal.
1 See Sa". Win. ii. 109-15, 124-8; Hutchinson's Collection of Papera,

pp.113-34.-H. 11644.-B. • Baronet in tbe MS. See Save Win. ii. 179.-B.
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Most of the magistrates, and many others, were clear
in the case that he ought to be relieved, not only out of
charity, as a distressed neighbor, but in point of pru
dence, to prevent a dangerous enemy to be settled too
Deaf us. But after much disputation, those that most
inclined to favor La Tour being unwilling to conclude
any thing without a full conseot, a third way was pro
pounded, which all assented unto, whicb was this, that a
letter should be sent to D'Aulne}- to this effect, viz. tbat
by occasion of some Commissions of his, ",·hich had come
to their bands, to take their people, and Dot knowing aoy
just occasion they had give!1 him, they would know the
reason thereof, and withal, to demand satisfaction for the
wrongs which he had done them and their Confederates,
in taking Penobscot, and their men and goods at the
Isle of Sables, and threatening to make prize of their
vessels, if they came beyond Penobscot, &c., declaring
withal, that although their men, which went the last year
with La Tour, did it without any commission, couDsel,
or act of permission of the country, yet if he made it ap
pear to them tbat they had done him any wrong,' (which
yet they knew not of,) they should be ready to do him
justice, and requiring his express answer by the bearer,
and expecting he should call in all luch Commissions,
&c. They sent also in their letter a copy of the order,
puhlished by the Governor and Council, whereby they
forbade all their people to use any act of hostility (other
wise than in their own defence,) towards French or
Dutch, &c., till the next General Court, mentioning also,
in the same letter, a course of trade their merchants had
entered into with La Tour, and their resolution to main
tain them in it.

This being all which La Tour could obtain at this
time, he returned home the 9th [of] September, 1644,
mutual fiigns of respect being given betwixt him and the
gentlemen of Boston at his parting. l

It is here to be noted, that the same summer,' Mr.
Vines, agent for Sir Ferdinando Gorges, at Saco, Mr.
Waooerton,S that had some interest in tbe government of

I La Toor had been in the Bay two mouthe, baving ~rrived on the 15th
01 July pre,iooa.-B. t In JUDe and 111)Y.-B•. • See pagel SIS. IIO.-B.
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Pascataqua, and Mr. Shurt of Pemaquid, went to La
Tour to call for some debts, &c. In their way they put
in at Penobscot, and were there detained prisoners a few
days, but were afterward (for'Mr. Shurt'. sake, to whom
D'Aulney was in debt,) dismissed, and going to La Tour,
Mr. Waooerton, and some other Englishmen of the east
ern parts, were eotertained by him, and sent with about
twenty of his men, to try if they could take Penobscot,
(for they heard the fort was weakly manbed, and in want
of vict~als.) They went first to a farm house of D'Aul
Dey's, about six miles oft; and there Wannerton and two
men more went and knocked at the door, with their
swords Rnd pistols ready; one opens the door and another
presently shot Wannerton dead, and a third shoots his
second in the shoulder, but withal he discharged his pistol
upon him and killed him. The rest of Wannerton's
company came in and took the house, and the two men
(for there were no more) prisoners, and then burnt the
house and killed the cattle that were there, and so em
barked themselves and came to Boston to La Tour.
This WaDoerton was a stout man; and had heen a soldier
many years; he had lived very wickedly in whoredom,
drunkenness, and quarrelling, so as he had kept the
Pascataqua men under awe many years, till they came
under the government of the Massachusetts, but since
that time he had been much restrained, and the people
freed from his terror. He had (as was said) of late
come under some terrors of conscience, and motions of
the spirit, by means of the preaching of the word, but had
shaken all oft; aod returned to bis former dissolute course,
aDd so continued, till God cut him off by this sudden
execution, which if it were so, on him was fulfilled the
threatening, mentioned Prove xxix, 1. II he that, being
often reproved, hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly be de
stroyed, and that witbout remedy." But the assailants in
this hostile action, being led on by an Englishman, that
lived within the jurisdiction of the Massachusetts, it was
like to provoke D'Aulney the more against them, of
which he found occasion afterward to put them in mind

'VOL. VI. SBCOKD SEBIES. 16
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September 17, the same year, the LadyLa Tour arrived
at Boston from London, in a ship commanded by one
Captain Bayley. They had been six months from London,
baving spent their time in trading about Canada, &e.
They met with D'Auloey about Cape Sables, and told
him they were bound for the Bay, having stowed the
Lady and her people under hatches; so he Dot knowing it
was Captain Bayley, (whom he earnestly sought for.eitber
to have taken or sunk him,) wrote by the master to the
Deputy Governor to this effect; That his master, the
King of France, understanding the aid La Tour had there
the last year was on the Comnlission he shewed from
the Vice Admiral of France, gave him in charge not to
molest them for it, but to hold all good correspoodency
with them and all the English, which he professed he
was desirous of, so far 3S it might stand with his duty to
his Majesty, and withal, that he intended to send to them,
as ' soon as he had settled his affairs, to let them know
what further Commission he had, and his siocerity in the
business of La Tour, &c.

And soon after, l \vhile the Governor and the rest of the
magistrates were at Boston, to consider about the premises
and other coincident affairs, a vessel arrived at Salem
with ten meu, sent from D'Aulney, anlongst whom
was one Monsieur Marie, (supposed to be a friar, but
habited like a gentleman.) He wrote to the Governor,
(whom he expected to have found at Salem, where be
dwelt,) at Boston, by a gentleman of his company, to
know wherE' he might attend him; and upon the Go\'
~rnor'sanswer he came the next day to BostoD, and there,
with letters of credence and Commission from D'Aul
ney, he shewed them the King of France's Commission,
under the Great Seal of France, with the Privy Seal
anoexed, wherein tbe proceedings against La Tour were
recited, and he condemned as a rebel and traitor, &c.,
with command for the apprehension of him aDd bis Lady,
(\vho had fled out of France against special order, &e.)
He complained also of the wrong doue by their men,
the last year, in assisting of La Tour, &c., yet proWered

I Thuraday, Oct. 3, 1644.-B.
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terms of peace and amity. They aoswered to the first,
that divers of the ships and most of the men were stran
gers to them, and had DO commission from them, nor
permission to use any hostility, and they were * sorry wben
they heard what was done, which gave him satisfaction.
To the other proposal they aoswered, that they could not
conclude any league with him without lhe ad\'ice of the
Commissioners of the Uoited Colonies; but if he would
set down his proposals in writing, they would consider
furtber of them; and withal, acquainted him ~with~ what
they had lately written to Mr. D'Aulney, and the injuries"
they bad complained of to him. So he witbdrew himself
to his lodging, l and there baving drawn out his proposals
alld answers to their complaint, in French, he returned
to them, adding two proposals more,--one, th~t they woulcl
aid him against La Tour, aod the other, that they would
Dot assist him-and gave reasonable answer to their de
mands. They urged much for a reconciliation with La
Tour, and that he would permit his Lady to go to her
husband. His answer was, tbat if La Tour would volun
tarily come in and submit, be would assure him his life
and liberty, but if he were taken, he were sure to lose
his head in France; and for his Lady, she was known to
be the cause of all this contelDpt and rebellion, and there
fore they could not let her go to him, but if they should
send her in any of their vessels he must take them, and
if they carried any goods to La Tour he would take
them "also, but give them satisfaction for them. In the
end tlley came to this Agreement, which was drawn up
in Latin in these words, and signed by the Governor, and
six other of the magistrates and Monsieur Marie, whereof
one copy they kept aod the other he carrried with
them. He came to Boston the Friday, and, making great
haste, departf'd on the Tuesday following. l~hey fur
nished him with horses, and sent him well accompanied
to Salem, having entertained him with all courteous
respect the time while he stayed. He seemed to be sur
prised with his unexpected eotertainment, and gave a·
liberal testimony of his acceptance thereof, and assurance

I U At Mr. Fowle'.," ays Winthrop. Fowle wu It mercbaDt; his
laptiamal Dame .u ThomlB.-B.
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of Monsieur D'Aulney'. engagement to them for it.-
The Agreement was as followeth: .

The Agreement between loha Endicot, Eeq., Governor of the K __
ch11lettll in New England, and the rest ot the magistrates ..bere, aocl
Mr. Marie, Commissioner of Monsieur D'Aulney, Knight, Governor
and Lieutenant-General for hie Majesty, tbe King of France, io Acady,
It Provioce of New France, made and raWied a1 Bolton in the __
choaetta aforesaid, October 8, 1644.

The Governor and all the rest of the magistrates do
promise to Mr. Marie, that they and all the English
within the jurisdiction of the Massachusetts, shall ob
serve and keep firm peace with Monsieur D'Aulney,
&c., and all the French under his command in Acady ;
and likewise the said Mr. Marie doth promise, in the
behalf of Monsieur D'Aulney, that he and all his people
shall also keep firm peace with the" Governor and magis
trates aforesaid, and with all the inhabitants of the juris
diction of the Massachusetts aforesaid, and that it shall
be lawful, for all men, both French and English, to
trade eacb with other; so that if any occasion 'If offence
should happen, neither part shall attempt any thing against
the other in any hostile manner, uotil the wrong be first
declared and complained of, and due satisfaction not givell.
Provided always, the Governor and nlagistratcs afore
said be not bound to restrain their merchants from
trading with their ships with aoy persons, \vhether
French or others, wheresoever they dwell; provided
also, that the fuJI ratification and conclusion of this Agree
ment be referred to the next meeting of the Commis
sioners of the Uoited Colonies of New England, for the
continuation or abrogation [of the same,l] and in the
mean time, to remain firm and inviolate.'

By this agreement they were freed from the fear their
people were in, that Monsieur D'Aulney would take re
venge of their small vessels and out Plantations, for the
harm he sustained the last year by their meaDS.

As La Tour returned home \vith a vessel of the Mas-

1 Supplied from Hazard aDd Wintbrop.-B.
I See a copy of die original, in aun, in H_,d, i. 538-'7 j and the pro

ceedings of the Commiseionen, ibid., ii. 6O-4.-B.
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sachusetts in his company, laden with provision, he nar
rowlyescaped being taken by D'Auloey; for when he went
out of the harbor the wind was very fair, which, if he
had made use of, he had fallen directly into the snare; but
touching at divers places by the way, where he stayed
some time, he passed by Penobscot soon after D'Aulney
was gODe into the harbor; whereas if he had gone home
directly, he must needs have been taken. But the Bos
ton vessel, that IIwentll in company with him, was met by
D'Aulney in her return, who staid her, and taking the
master aboard his ship, manned her with Frenchmen, tell
ing the master his intention, and assuring him of alJ good.
usage and recompense for the stay of his vessel, (all
which he really performed.) He brought her with him to
the rnouth of St. John's River, and then sent her boat,
with one gentleman of his own, to La Tour, to shew him
bis Commission, and withal desired the master to write
to La Tour, to desire him to dismiss the messenger safely,
for otherwise D'Aulney would keep him for hostage,
(yet he assured the master he would not do .it.) So La
Tour dismissed the messenger in peace, which be pro
fessed he would not have done, but for their master's sake.
D'Aulney carried the ketch 'lVith him to Port Royal,
where he used the master courteously, and ~ave him
credit for fish he bought of him, and recompense for the
stay of his vessel, and so dismissed hinl.

Presently after this return, a vessel was sent to trade
with D'Aulney, and by it the Deputy Governor wrote to
D'Aulney, shewing the cause of sending her, with pro
fession of their desire of holding good correspondency
with him, &c., and withal persuading him, by divers
arguments, to entertain peace with La Tour; to which
the French IIl gentlemanll lent a deaf ear, though he treated ·
civilly with the company, and took off their commodities,
at· the lowest rate he could bring them to.

The Lady La Tour, while she lay at Boston, com
menced an action against Bailey, the Captain of the
ship, for not carrying her directly to her o,,·n place, and
for some injuries done her aboard his ship, greatly to her
damage.

Dwasno'gentlemen I
16-
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The action was eoo)menced also against the merchant,
(who was both brother and factor to Alderman Berkley,
9f London, who freighted the ship,) for not performing
the charter party, having spent so much time upon the
coast in trading, that they were near six months in
coming, and, at the last, were not carried to her fort, as
they ought, and might have been. UpoD a full hearing,
in a special Court, after four days, the jury gave her
£2000 damage; for had the}' come in any reasonable
time, it might have been more to her advantage in their
trade, and safety against D'Aulney; whereas now it was
like to occasion their utter ruin, as in probability it came
to pass afterward; for she knew not how to get home
without two or three ships of force, for D'Aulney coming
up with them at Cape Sables, they durst Dot discover
who they were, but stood away for Boston.

The Captain and merchant of the ship being arrested,
were forced to deliver their cargo ashore, to free tbeir
persons, by \vhich meaDs execution was levied upon them
to the value of £1100. More could not be had with
out unfurnishing the, ship, which must have been by
force, the master and mariners refusing otherwise to de
liver mO.le. The master petitioned the General Court
for his freight and "'ages, for which the goods stood
bound by charter party. The General Court was much
divided about it, but the major part voted that none was
due there, nor the goods bound for them. Tbe major
part of the deputies were of another mind, but a nega
tive vote, in the Court of the magistrates, put a stop to
any process; whereupon the master brought his action
at the next Court of Assistants, but the jury found for
the defendant, it being put to them upon this issue,
whether the goods were security for the freight, &c., 80

as they might not be liable to the execution; and yet in
the charter party the merchants had bound themselves
and executors, &c., and goods, as the ownen had bound
their ship, &c., to the merchants.

l'his business caused much trouble and charge to the
country, and made some diWerence between the mer
chants themselves, some of \vhom were deeply engaged
for La Tour, specially those of Boston. OWers were
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made on both sides for an end between them; but they
not coming to agree-ment. the lady took the goods and
hired three ships, which lay in the harbor, (belonging
to strangers,) \vhich cost her near £800, aDd set sail
for her fort. But the merchants, against whom she had
execution for their bodies, by way of satisfaction for the
rest of the judgment, got into their ship and fell down
below the Castle, (\vhere they were out of command,) and
taking aboard about thirty passengers, set sail for Lon
don, where they informed Alderman Berkley of the pro
ceedings against him in New England. Captain Bailey
carried over a certificate of their proceedings in the Court,
ulider the hands of some persons of credit, (who beiog
somewhat prejudiced in the case, though they reported
truly for the most part, yet not the whole truth,) it proved
Bome disadvantage to the country, 80 as the Alderman
was thereby encouraged, first, to arrest a ship! belonging
to the country, and then, releasing that by persuasion,
he arrested Mr. St. W!', that was Recorder of the Court,
and Mr. Joseph Weld, that was one of the jury, when
the case was tried, so as they were forced to find sureties
in a bond of £4000, to answer him in the Court of Ad
miralty. But it pleased God to stir up some friends in the
case, (especially Sir Henry Vane, who either overlooked
the dishonor [which] was put upon him in New England,
out of a generous and noble mind, or else, upon serious
thoughts, might see no reason to take - revenge,) 80 as
being forced to give over his suit there, (though he spared
for no cost,) he procured a ne exeat regno out of the
Chancery against them; but the case being heard there,
they were discharged also. Then he petitioned the Lords
of the Parliament, (pretending great injuries, \\'hich he
was not able to prove,) for Jetters of reprisal; but having
tried all means in vain, he was at last brought to sit down
with the loss of all his charges.

In the end of April following,3 news was brought to
Boston, that a vesseJ,4 sent by some merchants of New

I The ship was owned by Thomas Fowle, mentioned 00' page 487; her
.eizore took place, I soppose, in the IpriDg or Bommer of IM5. S.". WiD.
Ii. ~7.-B. J SlepheD Win1hrop.-a. I I. e. tbeApril after Lady
La Tour's proaecutioD of Captain Bayley.-B. • The ",1181 belongecl to
Joseph OranoDe Sa". WiD. i. an, ii. 117.-••
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England to carry provisions to La rrour, was fallen into
the hands of D'Aulney, who had made prize of her, and
turned the men upon an island, and kept them there ten
days, and then gave them an old shallop, (of about two
tons burthen, and some provisions to bring them home,
but denied them their clothes, &c., which lIat first he hadll
promised them,) not giving them either gun or compass,
whereby it was justly conceived that he intended they
should perish either at sea, or by the Indians, (who were
at hand, and chased them the next day, as they supposed,
&c.) Upon this news the Governor and Council dis
patched away a vessel to D'Aulney, with letters, \vherein
they expostulated with him about this act of bis, com
plaining of it as a breach of the Articles of peace between
them, and required the vessel and goods to be restored,
or satisfaction to be given for them. They gave answer
also, to SOOle charges laid upon them, in his letter to the
Governor, carried on with such high language, as jf
they had hired the ships which carried home the Lady
La Tour, and had broken their Articles by a bare suf
ferance of it. They answered him accordingly, that
he might see that they took notice of his proud terms,
and that they were not afraid of him; and whereas
he often threatened them with the King of France's
power, &c., they answered, that as they acknowledged
him to be a mighty Prince, so they conceived withal he
would continue to be just, and not break out against
them, without hearing their answer; or if he should,
they had a God in whom to trust, when all other help
failed.

It was reported that as soon as he had set their men
upon an island in a deep snow, without fire, and only a
sorry wigwam for their shelter, he carried his ship close
up to La Tour's Fort, (supposing that they would have
yielded it up to him,) for the friars, and other their COD

federates, (whom the Lady, presently after her arrival, bad
sent away,) had persuaded him that he might easily take
the place, La Tourbeing gone into the Bay, and not leaving
above fifty meo in it, little powder, and that decayed
also. But after tbey had moored their ship, and began

Uhe had at firat I
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10 let lIy at the fort with their ordnance, they within be
haved themselves so well with their ordnance, that they
tore his ship so as he was forced to warp her ashore be
hind a point of land, to save her from sinking, for the
wind coming easterly, he could not bring her forth" and
that they had killed (as one of his own men affirmed)
twenty of his nlen, aDd wounded thirteen more. And if "
La Tour had bestirred himself abroad, as well as his
Lady did within the fort, it had never fallen into the
bands of D'Aulney, as soon after it did.

In a letterl which ,vas sent soon after from D'Aulney,
he slighted those of the Massachusetts very much, charg
ing thelD with breach of covenant, in entettaining La
Tour still, and sending home his Lady. They returned
him a sharp answer by Captain Allen,s declaring their in
nocency, and that they sent her not home, but she hired
three London ships, that then lay ill their harbor, &c.
When he received this letter, he was in a great rage, and
told the Captain that he would return no answer, nor
would he permit him 10 come within his fort, but lodged
him in his gunner's house, without the gate, where, not
withstanding, he came daily to dine and sup with him.
But at last he wrote to the Governor, in very high lan
guage, requiring satisfaction for burning his mill, &c.,
and threatening revenge, &c. So the matter rested
till the meeting of the Commissioners, in September
after, at which time they agreed to send Captain Bridges3

to him, with the Articles of peace ratified by them,
(the continuation or abrogation of which was referred
to them before,) with order to demand his confirma
tion of them under his hand, wherein also was ex
pressed their readiness that all injuries, &c., on either
part, might be heard and composed in due time and
place and the pea('e to be kept, in the mean time, 80 as
he would subscribe the same. D'Aulney entertained
thf'ir messengers with all state and courtesy that he pos
sibly could, but refused to subscribe the Articles, 1ill the
differences could be composed, and accordingly wrote

• By a rrea' inadvertency Hubbard overlooks the fact, which appears
from Winthrop, that this is the 8&lDe letter .poken of in the preceding
paragraph.-B. I He wu, say. Say. Win. it. 237,. abipm••ter.-a.

I For DOUce of Captain Robert Bridge8, 188 Say. WiD. ii. iS7-8.-B.
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back, that he perceived their drift was to gain time, &'e.,
whereas if their messengers had been furnished with
power to have treated with him, and concluded about the
differences, he doubted not but all had been agreed, for
they· should find it was more his honor, which he stood
upon, than his benefit. Therefore he would sit still till
the spring, expecting their ans\ver herein, and would at
tempt nothing against them till he heard from them again.

The General Court, taking this answer into considera
tion, agreed to send the Deputy Governor, (Mr. Dudley,)
Major IIDenison,11I and Captain Hawthorne, with full
power to treat and determine, and wrote a letter to him
to that end, assenting to his desire for the place, viz.,
Penobscot, (which they call Pentagot,) and referring the
time also to him, so it were in September.

Some thought it would be dishonorable for them to
go to him, and therefore would have had the place to have
been at Pemaquid; but the most \vere of a differing judg
ment, not only for that he was Lieutenant-General to
a great Prince, but because, being a man of a generous
disposition, valuing his reputation abOl'e his profit, it
was considered that it would be much to their advantage
to treat with bitn in his own house. But that was but a
French compliment, he was so good an husband as to
prevent that charge to himself, as was discerned soon
after. However, this being agreed upon for the present, a
private committee \vas chosen to draw up their instruc
tions, which were not to be imparted to the Court, in re
gard of secrecy, (for they had found, that hitherto, through
some false play or other, D'Aulney had had intelligence
of all their proceedings,) with their Commission, and to
provide all other necessaries for their voyage.

Monsieur D'Auloey, having received their Jetter, re
turned answer, that he saw now that they seriously de
sired peace, which he (for his part) did also, and that he
accounted himself highly honored that they would send
such of their principal men home to him, &c.; that
he desired this favor of them, that he might spare them

II DonDi80D H

I Daniel DenisoD, one of the most distinguished or New England'.
worthies.-B,
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the labor, for which purpose he would seod two or
three of his to them at Boston, about the end of August
next, in the year 1646, to hear and determine, &c., in .
which alls\ver they fully rested, expecting to hear from
him according to appointment.

And on the 20th of Septenlber, Mr. Marie and l\fr.
Lo\vis, \vith Monsieur D'Aulney's secretarJ, arrived at
Boston in a small pinnace, and Major Gibbons sent two
of his chief officers to meet them at the water side, who
conducted them to their lodging sine strepitu, &c., it
being the Lord's Day. Public worship being ended, the
Governor repaired home, sent l\'Iajor Gibbons, with other
gentlemen, ",jth a guard of musketeers, to attend them
to the Governor's house, who, meeting them without
his doors, carried them into his house, \\'here he enter
tained them with such civility of wine, &c., as the time
would allow, and after awhile accolnpaoied them to their
lodging, which was at Major Gibbons's house, where
they were entertained that night.

The next mornin~ they repaired to the Governor and
delivered him their Commission, which was in form of a
letter, directed to the Governor and magistrates. It was
open, ollly had a seal let ioto the paper with a label.
Their diet \\pas provided-at the o.dinary, where the ma
gistrates used to dine in Court time, and the Governor
acconlpalli~d them always at meals. Their maoner was
to repair to the Governor's house every morniQg at eight
of the clocl<, who accompanied them to the place of
meeting, and at night either himself or some of the Com
missioners accompanied th~m to their lodging. It was
Tuesday before the Commissioners could come together;
when they were met, they propounded great injuries and
damages by Captain Hawkins and their men in assistance
of La Tour, and would have engaged their gc.>vernme~t

therein. They denied that they had any hand, either ~y

commission or permission, in that action; they only gav,e
way to La Tour to hire assistance to ~ol1duct his shjp
hOlne, according to the request made to th~m in t~

commission of the Vice Admiral of France. And for that
which was done by their men, beyond their permission,
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tbey shewed Monsieur D'Aulney'i [letter!] to the Gov
ernor, by Captain Bailey, wherein he writes that the
King of France had laid all the blame upon the Vice
Admiral, and commanded him not to break with them
upon that occasion. They also alleged the peace for
merly concluded without any reservation of those things.
They replied, that howsoever the King of France had
remitted his own interest, yet he had 110t nor intended
to deprive Monsieur D'Aulney of his private satisfaction;
here they did stick two days. Their Commissioners
alleged damages to the value of £8000, but did not
stand upon the value, and would have accepted flof II very
sOJall satisfaction, if they would have acknowledged any
guilt in their government. In the end they came to tbis
conclusion; they of the Bay accepted their Commission
ers' answer, in satisfaction of those things they had
charged upon Monsieur D'Aulney; ·and his Commis
sioners accepted their answer, for clearing their govern
ment of what he had charged upon them. And because
they could not free Captain Hawkins and the other
yolunteers of what they had done, they were to send a
small present to Monsieur D'Aulney in satisfaction of
that, and so all injuries and demallds to be remitted, and
80 a final peace to be concluded:

Accordingly they sent Monsieur D'Aulney a fair new
sedan, (worth £40 or £50 where it ,,'as made, but of
DO use to them,) sent by the Viceroy of Mexico to a
lady that was his sister, and taken in the West Indies by
Captain Cromwell, and by him given to the Governor of
the Massachusetts. This the Commissioners very well
accepted; and so tbe agreement being signed in several
instruments, by the Commissioners of both parties, on
the 28th day of the same month they took leave and de
parted to the pinnace, the Governorand the Commissioners
accompanying them to their boat, attended with a guard
of musketeers. And so their dismission was as honorable
as their reception, with such respect A8 New England was
capable to manifest to the King of France's Lieutenant
General of Acady.

• Supplied fiom WiDdarop.-B.
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On the Lord's Day the, carried themselves soberly,
llaving the liberty. of a private walk in the Governor's
garden, and the use of such Latin and French authors,
as they could there be furnished with.

The two first days after their arrival they kept up
their flag on the main top, as they said was the custom
for the King's ships, whether English, French, or Dutch;
but being minded that it was offensive to some Lon
doners, then in the harbor, as well as ~to~ the people
of tbe country, M. Marie gave order to have it taken
down.

But the forlorn of these French Monsieurs' history,
being thus far mal·ched before, it is now tilDe to bring
up the rear. La Tour's Lady we saw before safely con
ducted into her o\vn fort, in despite of all D'AulneJ'1
endeavors. In the mean time La Tour himself (\vho
was as well defective in courage as conduct) was coasting
to and again, to look after a barkload of provision, and in
the mean time left his fort and all his whole ~state to the
care of his Lady, in the very gulph ofdanger, and precipice
nf utter ruin. For in the end of April, ]6.t5, news was
brought to Boston, that D'Aulney with all his strength
both of men and vessels "'as before his fort. The Governor
and Assistants of the Massachusetts were at a stand, to
know what might lawfully be done for the saving it out of
the hands of D'Aulney, who, like a greedy lion, \vas no\v
ready to swallow down )lis prey. They \vere the more
solicitous in this business, because divers of the mer
chants of New England were deeply engaged in the
behalf of La Tour, and if·his fort were once taken they
were never like to be reimbursed. Some think it had
been better they had never engaged at all in his behalf,
than after so great hopes given him, for dependence on
them, thus to have left hiln in the snare. The next news
brought from St John's River ,,'as, that La Tour's fort was
scaled, and taken by assault, that D'Aulney had lost
twelve men in the assault, and had many wounded, and
that he had put to death all the men \vhich were taken in
the fort, both French and English, and that La Tours

VOL. VI. SBCOND 8EaIBS. 17
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Lady being taken, died with grief within three weeks
after. The jewels, plate, household stuft ordnaD~e,

and othet movables, were valued at £.) 0,000. The
more was his folly that left so great substance at so great
bazard, when he might easily have secured it in the hands
of his correspondents, with whom be traded in the
Massachusetts, whereby he might have discharged bis
engagement of more than £2,500 to Major Gibbons,
(who DOW by this loss was quite undone,) and might
have somewhat also wherewith to bave maintained bim
self and his men, in case bis fort should have been
-taken, as it was very likely it might, haying to deal with
treacherous friars within his own precinct&, as \vell as
a malicious neighbor, encouraged against him by the
power of France. But goods gotten after that rate sel
dom descend to the third beir, as heatheos have observed.
In the spring of the year he went to Newfoundland,
in hope to receive some considerable assistance from Sir
David Kirk, another great truckmaster in those coasts,
who failing to perform, (if not what himself promised, to
be sure he did, as to ft9 hat the other needed, and ex
pected,) so as he returned to New England again, in tbe
latter end of the year 164.5, in a vessel of Sir Dayid's,
·aDd sooD after was sent out to the East\\'ard, by some
merchants of Bostoo, with trading commodities, to the
value of £400. When be caRIe to Cape Sables, (which
was in the heart of winter,) be conspired \\·ith the mas
ter (\vho was a stranger) and 6"8 of his own French
men, to force the Englishmen l ashore, and so go away
with the vessel. It was said that La Tour himself shot
one of the Englishmen in the fCfGe with a pistol. BUl to
be sure they were all turned adrift in a barbarous mu
.Der, al\d if they had Dot, by special Providence, found
more favor at the hands of Cape Sable Indians, than of
those French Christians, they llJight have all perisbed;
for having wandered fifteeodays up and down, they, at tbe
last, found some Indians who gave them a shallop with
victuals~ and an Indian pilot, by which means tbey came
safe to Boston about three months after.! Thus they that

I Ia May, 1846.-B.



499

trast to an unfaithful friend do but wade in unknown
waters, and lean on a broken reed, which both woundetb
.. well as deceiveth thOle that- rely thereon.

CHAP. LV.·

T1e geaeral affairs qfNew England, from the year 1646
to 1661.

MR. WINTHROP was this year, the ninth time, chosen
Governor of the Colony of the Massachusetts, and Mt.
Dudley Deputy Governor, on the 15th' day ofMay, which
was the' day of election there in the year ]64.6. Mr.
Pelham8 and Mr. Endicot were chosen Commissioners
for the same Colony, by the vote of the freemen. The
magistrates and deputies had hitherto chosen t~enl, since
the first Confederation, but the freemen, looking at
them as general officers, would DOW choose them them
selves, and the rather because of some of the deputies had
formerly been chosen to that office, which- was not, as was
said, so acceptable to some of the Confederates, DO more
than to some of themselves; for it being an affair of so
great moment, the most able gentlemen in the whole
country were the fittest for it.

This Court lasted but three weeks, and notice was
taken, that all things were therein carried on with much
peace and good correspondence to the end of the session,
when they departed home in much love. It was by special
Providence so ordered, that there should be so good
accord and unanimity in the General Court, when the
minds of so many dissenters were so resolutely bent to
make aD assault UpOD the very foundation of their gOY·
ernment; for if the tackling had been loosed, 80 as tDey
could not have strengthened their mast, the lame would at
that time have easily taken the prey. For Mr. William
Vassal, one of the Patentees, that came over in the year
1630, (when4 he was also chosen an Assistant,) but not
complying with the rest of his colleagues, nor Jet able
to make a party amongst them, returned for England

I LIV in the MS.-H. • 6th, I&J8 Winthrop.-B. I Herbert Pel-
ham. He was eho88n, Dec. 17, 1643, first tteuoreror Ha"ard College.-B.

4 A alight mistake; he wu chosen Au.mDt, Oct. SO, 1629. See pale
IM.-B.




