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have been observed in carrying on the affairs of I) thatll
Plantation of Ne\,\' England.

CHAP. XXVIII.

Eccle,iastical affairs of the Massachusetts, duri!W the fir,'
lustre of years after the transferring of the Patent and
Government thither, from .Anno 1631 to 1636.

WHATEVER sinister apprehensions are, or were, ever
taken up about the religion of the Colony of New
England, they aimed only at the primitive pattern des
cribed in the Word of God, and practice of the Apos
tolicaJ Churches. If they have rnissed of their aim they
are not to ~be~ blamed for levelling at the right mark,
having a fairer opportunity thereunto than ever men had
in many ages past.

It must not be denied that thry were the offspring
of the old Nonconformists, who yet always walked in
a distinct path from the rigid Separatists, nor did they
ever disown the Church of England to be a true church,
as retaining the essentials of faith and order. And
although they could not persuade themselves to li\ye
contentedly under the wing of Episcopal government,
}~et their offence was rather at the ceremonies than the
discipline and governmeni thereof. But intending not
to write an apology but an history of their practice,
nothing shall here be interposed by way of defence of
their way, only to give a clear discovery of the truth,
as to matter of fact, both what it \\'as at first and still
continues to b~.

Those that came over soon after Mr. Endicot, I(f'name)yll
Mr. Higginson and ~r. Skelton, Anno 1629, walked
something in an untrodden path; therefore it is the Jess
to be wondered at, if they went but in and out, in some
things complying too much, in some things too little,
with those of the Separation, and it may be in some
things not sufficiently attending to the order of the
Gospel, as themselves thought they understood after
wards. For in the beginning of things they only ac
cepted of one anotber, according to some general pro-

II the I I·m. I
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fession of the doctrine of the Gospel, and the honest and
good intentions they had Olle towards anotber, and so
by some kind of ('ovenaot soon moulded themselves
into a church in every Plantation, where they took up
their abode, until l\'Ir. Cotton and Mr. Hooker came
over, which was in the year 1633,1 who did clear up
the order and method of church government, according
as theyappre}leoded was most consonant to the Word
of God. And such was the authority they (especially
Mr. Cotton) bad in the hearts of the people, that what
ever he delivered in the pulpit was soon put into an
Order of Court, if of a civil, or set up as a practice in the
church, if of an ec(~lesiastical concernment. After that
tiole the administration of all ecclesiastical matters was
tied up more strictly than before to the rules of that
which is since o\vned for the Congregational Way, as
may be seen ill a treatise published Dot long after by Mr.
Cotton bimself, in the naOle of the rest .of the elders of
the country, called the \Vay of the Churches in New
England; which, indeed, is as a middle way between that
which is called Brownism, and the Presbyterial govern
ment, as it is practised in those places where either of
the said governments is o\vned. As for the Brownists,
or rigid Separatists, there were sundry cODlpanies of
them in England in the end of Queen Elizabeth's,
and the beginning of King James's reign; until, be
ing out of all hopes of liberty for their practice, under
the shelter of their royal government, many of them
removed into Holland. These do in effect put the
chie~ if not the whole, of the rule and government of the
church into the hands of the people, and drown the elders'
vote, (one or Illore,) in the major part of the brethren's;
being contented the elders should sit in the saddle,
provided they might hold the bridle, as. some have
expressed it. On the other hand, in the Presbyterial
Way, the sole po\\'er of government or rule is put into
the hands of the Presbytery of each congregation, or
into the hands of the common Presbytery of many con
gregations, combined together by Dlutual consent, so
swallowing up the interests of the people in every single

I See page 169.-B.
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congregation in the Dlajor part of the PresbJ,ters of the
Classis or combination. But those of the Massachusetts
kept the middle path between the {orementioned ex
tremes, accounting the right disposal of church power to
lie in a due and proportioned aJlotnlent and dispersion
(as some of the Congregational Way have expressed it)
into divers hands, according to the several concernOlents
and interests that each rank in the church may have,
rather than an entire and sole trust committed to anyone
man, (though never so able,) or anJ sort or kind of Olen,
or officers, althollgh diversified into never so many sub
ordinations under one another. And this middle way,
thus delineated, principallJ by Mr. Cotton, is that wherein
the churches of New England have lvalked ever since.
The principal points wherein they differ from others may
be reduced to these fOUf heads.

1. The subject matter of the visible church, saints
by calling, such as have not only attained the knowledge
of the principles of religion, and are free from gross and
open scandal, but are willing, together with the profes
sion of their repentance and faith in Christ, to declare
their subjection to him in his ordinances, l\'hich they ac
count ought to be done publicly before the Lord and
his people, by an open profession of the doctrine of the
Gospel and by a personal relation of their spiritual estate,
expressive of the manner how they were brought to the
kno\vJedge of God by faith in Christ Jesus, and this is
done either with their viva voce, or by a rehearsal thereof
by the elders in public, before the Church Assembly,
(they having before hand received private satisfaction,)
the persons openly t~stifying their assent thereunto, pro
vided they do not scandalize their prof~ssion by an UD

christian conversation; in which case' -a profession is
\vith them of SOlan account.

2. In the constitutive form of a particular visible
church, \vhich they ac(~ount ought to be a restipula
tion, or mutual covenanting to ,,'alk together, in their
Christian communion, according to the rules of the
Gospel; aDd this they say is best to be explicit al-
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though they do not deny but an implicit covenant may
suffice to the being of a true church.

3. In the quantity or extensiveness of a particular
church, concerning which they hold that DO church so
ciety of Gospel institution ought to he of larger extent
or greater number than may ordinarily meet together in
one place, for the enjoyment of all the same numerical
ordinances, and celebrating of all divine worship; nor
ordinarily fewer than may conveniently carryon cburch
work.

4. That there is no jurisdiction to which such particu
lar churches arc, or ought to be, subject, (be it placed
in Classis or Synod,) by way of authoritative censure, nor
any church power, extrinsical to the said churches, which
they ought to have dependence upon any other sort of
men for the exercise of:

. After this manner have their ecclesiastical affairs been
carried on ever since the year 1633, when Mr. Cotton
and Mr. Hooker first arrived there. But of these nlatters
there may be occasion to make a fuller relation in the
year 1647, when the Platform of Discipline was set forth
by the elders and messengers of the churches asseDlbled
in the Synod at Cambridge, in the Massachusetts.

Some have feared that in the beginning of times was
occasioned much disadvantage to the government of the
church by making it too popular; and no less to the
civil government, by too much contriving to advance
the liberties of the people, which some others, that ,,'ere
Dot a little instrumental to promote both the one and the
other at the first, would willingly have retrieved, when
they, too late, discerned their errpr, but failed in their
endeavoring a reJiress.

And mao! ,et think they hit upon the ri~ht joint iD
settling each go\yernment as they did. Possibly they
might see, where others in the reformation of the church,
since Calvin's time, had committed errors, and rUD

into mistakes, and hoped to prevent it in their o\vn.
But it must al\vays be considered that extremes on
either hand are dangerous. They had need· be very good
artists, and go exactly to \vork, that lay the foundation of
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a building; for a little error there may appear ~ery

great and formidable in the superstructure, jf any thing
be done out of square in the bottom, which at the first
is not easily discerned. Such a constitution of govern
ment as doth sufficiently secure the liberties of the peo
ple fronl oppression is the safest; for popular confusion
hath, in all experience, been found as destructive to
societies as tyrannical usurpation. Extremes are to be ;<

avoided; but those that have lately felt the inconvenience
of the one, are not so sensible of the danger of the other
as oft times is to be \vished they were. However, by
this experience it is evident, that \vhatever advantage
wise and good men have to shape for themsel\'es the
best contrived government, it will be very difficult, if
possibl~, to pitch upon such a constitution wh~rein all
parties shall acquiesce; which renders it the auty of all
to re~t satisfied in what Providence hath put thenl under,
either by a \villing compliance, or patient submission.

Thus much being premised, to show what form "of
church discipline ,vas aimed at by those that came over
into the Massachusetts, Anno 1630, it will be expected
that, in the next place, some account should be
given of their particular proceedings in their church
administrations.

On l the 27th of August, 1630, the whole congrrga
tion that belonged to Charlestown and Boston kept a
solemn fast to seek the face of God, partly in refer
ence to the sickness and mortality, that many of the
people were then visited withal, and partly also filr di
rection and blessing in choosing officers for their church:
and then they chose Mr. Wilson to he their teacher,
and ordained hinl thereunto by imposition of hands,
but with this protestation by all, that it \\'38 only a sign
of eJection and confirmation, \vithout any intention
that the said MI·. Wilson should renounce his nlinistry
be received in England. Mr. Increase Nowell ,vas at
the same tiole chosen to be the ruling elder of the
same church: and one Mr. Gager and !VIr. Aspin,,"all,s
were also chosen to be deacons thereof, who were like\vise,
by imposition of hands, invested in their several offices.

I Friday.-x. I For Dotices of William Aspinwall, see Save WiD.
32-3, and Young's Chronicles of Mus. pp. 382-3.-8.
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As· for Mr. Gager, he continued not long enough ill

this world to purchase to himself a good degree, by
using the office of a deacon lvell, being called IIhencell on
the 20th of September following, having yet left behind
him a good report for soundness in the faith and purity
of life and conversation; 1 and soon after l\lr. CQleburo'
was ordained deacon in his room.

But Mr. Nowell, in the year 1632, relinquished his
ruling elder's office in the church, being satisfied upon a
conference with the chief of Plymouth, (to \vhose
opinion those of Boston did much adhere in their church
matters, as those of Salem had done before,) that he
could not conveniently or regularly hold the place of a
ruler in the Church and Commonwealth, at one and the
same time, and therefore betook himself wholly to a place
of civil rule in the Commonwealth, \vherc he was like
wise chosen IIi Secretary If. Nor could it be looked upon
as compatible to the same person, to be emplo}"ed at
once in two offices of so momentous a nature, and of so
differing a' kind.

It is said that Mr. PhiJlips of WatertO\\'D was, at the
first, more acquainted \vith the way of church discipline,
since o\vned by Congregational churches; but being then
\vithout any to stand by him, (for ,vo to him that is
alone,) he Inet with nluch opposition from some of the
magistrates, till the time that Mr. Cotton came into the
country, \vho, by his preaching and practic~, did by de
grees mould all their church adOlinistratioDs iuto the
very same form \vhich Mr. Phillips labored to have intro
duced into the churches before.

A church \vas gathered at Dorchester soon after tbe
comin~ over of the Governor and Assistants, the scatter
ing inhahitants that had seated themselves there before,
for conveniency of tradet being removed else\vhere, and
left the place free for them that came \vith intent to plant
the Gosp~l there; and in the church of that place Mr.
Wareham was ordained the pastor, and Mr. l\laverick
the teacher. Those places that could Dot then be sup-

II home II U• eenator H

I For information concerning this U right godly man," see Save 'ViDe i.
33-4, and Young, p. 317.-H.

• William Colburn, chosen in October. Save Win. i. 37.-B.
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plied with ministers were content to wait till some others
fit for the ~mploJment ,,,ere brought over to them.

It is not\vithstanding affirmed, that Mr. Maveri(·k \vas
a ministe.e ordained to a conlpany that came over \\yit.h
him, while he Jived in the west of England; which jf it
\v~re so, there needed no ordination, or gathering of a
church anew at Dorchester, 3S they did in th~ other
towns.1

Those that took up th~ir habitations on each side 01
Charles River belonged all at the first to one congrega
tion, and having called Mr. Wilson to be their teacher,
and Mr. No\vell to he their ruling elder, so continued
till the end of October 1632; about which tiole those
of Cha~lestown, by reason of the difficulty of passage in
the winter, and having at that time an opportunity ot
choosing a pastor for themselves, viz. Mr. James, then
lately cOlne from England, were dismissed from the con
gregation of Boston, and so' became a distinct church of
themselves.·

In the following month of November, Mr. John Eliot,
that came over into New .England the former year, having
joined bimself to the congregation or church at Boston,
was dismissed to the church of Roxhury to be their
teacher, although he \\'8S earnestly desired by tb.em of
Boston, yet the importunity of the other and the inclina
tion of his own mind carried him thither.3

Abont the ·same time Richard Bro\\'ne of Watertown
was discharged from his office of a ruling elder there,
because of the ra8h and violent spirit he "'38 wont to be
carried withal, upon all occasions, having heen often ad
Dl0nished, but could not be brought to any amendment.
He ,vas a man of good understanding, and well versed in
the discipline of the Separation, having been a ruler in
one of their churches in London, where he was, known
to be very violent and passionate in his procef'dings. One
of the best things he deserved to be commended for, was
his faithfulness and care of Doctor Ames and Mr.
Robert Parker, safely conveJying them (being hiolself
one that kept a wherry) aboard their vessel at Graves-

, See Sava,re'e Winthrop, i. 94-6.-8. I Prince, pp. 405-6.-B.
• See Prince, p. 408; and page 135.-8.
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(~nd, \vhen they were pursued by some that would will
ingly have shortened their journc)·.

On the 22d of Noveolber, 1632, \vas kept a day of
humiliation at Boston, ",heD Mr. Wilson (formerly
their teacher) was called to b~ their pastor, and one l\fr.
Oliver \va~ chosen their ruling elder,.. and both ordained
bv the imposition of hands, first by the teacher and the
t~vo deacons, in the name of the congregation, on the
elder, and then by the elder and the deacons upon the
pastor.

In the year 1632 1 Mr. Thomas Weld came over. lIe •
had been Dlinister of Terling, in Essex, and accounted a
zealous preacher of the ","ord. He had many invitations
after he landed here, but at last was prevailed \vith by the
importunity of Roxbury church, to accept of a pastor's
office amongst them.'

In the }~ear 1633, Septeolber 4, arrived Mr. Cotton
nod Mr. Hooker, ill the Massachusetts. 011 the 17th of
said September, Mr. Cotton, by the advice of the Gov
ernor and Council with the rest of the elders, was deter
Jllined to settle at Bostol1, and accordingly on the] 7th·
of October foJI6\ving he was solemnly ordained teacher
of that church, by the imposition of the hands of the
PresbJtery, as was Mr. Leveret, an ancient professor
of religion, of Mr. Cotton's congregation in England,
ordained ruling elder of the same church, the congrega
tion testifying their consent by lifting up their hands.
Mr. Wilson, pastor of the same church, demanded of
him if he accepted.of that call. He paused, and then
spake to this effect: that ho\vsoever he knelv himself un
worthy and insufficient for that place, yet, having observed
the passages of God's providence, (\\,hich he reckoned
up in part,) in calling him to it, he could not but ac
cept it. Then the pastor and the two ruling elders
laying their hands upon his head, the pastor praJed, and,
speaking to him by his name, did thereby design hio} to
the said office, in the name of the Holy Ghost, and did
give him the charge of the congregation, and did thereby,
(as by a sign from God,) endue him, at least prayed
that he might be endued, with gifts fit for his office, and

1 He sailed (rom London in the William and Francia, Mr. Thomas muter,
March 9th, and arrived at Boston, June 5th. Save WiD. i. 77-8.-B.

• Ibid. 81 j Prince, pp. 395, 3D8-9.-B.
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largely did bless him. Then the neighbor Dlinisters
that \\'ere present did, (at the pa~tor's motion,) give
him the right hand of fellowship, and the pastor did
Blake a stipulation bet,,,"een hin) and the congregation.
These circumstances and order of procedure are more
particularly set do\vn in this place, because ever since
that time they generally proceed after the same rnanner
in the ordination of their minister in the Congregational
churches of New England; \vhere there is not a Presby
tery preexisting, either some of the brethren ordain the
person as is above described, \\'hich is appro,-ed of by
the learned Dr. Hornbeck, Professor of Divinity in HoI
land, and a Presbyterian in his judgment, and engaged
in the defence of that cause, or other.\\,jse, where the con
gregation, over \vhom the person is to be ordail1ed, .
make use of the elders of neighbor churches, by virtue of
communion of churches.

Much after the same manner, not long after,l was Mr.
Hooker ordained pastor of the church at Nc,,"-1"0\vl1,
which had all that time continued \vithout a particular
minister of their own, and Mr. Shepard, after\vard, Feb.
1, 1635, Mr. Hooker leaving the place, and reoloving
with his chul·ch to Hartford, was ordained pastor over
a company at New-Town that COOle over with hinl from
about Earl Colne, in Essex, being at that time gathered
or forlned into a church state the saine wa}~.1

The ministers about Boston being now increased to a
convenient number, (for Mr. Wareham and Mr. Mave
rick were, in the cOlllpass of the first year after their land
ing, settled the ministers of the church at Dorchester,
the one pastor, the other teacher) did use to meet once a
fortnight at one of their houses in course, ",here some
question of Inoment ,vas debated. Mr. Skelton, pastor
of Salenl, and 1\lr. WilliarDs, (as yet not ordained any
office.· there,) out of a rigid Sepa.eation jealousy took
exception at it, p)·ognosticating that it might in time
bring forth a pJ1esbytery, or superintendency to the pre-
judice of the churches' liberties, (a spirit of Separation
had, it seems, so early fty-blo\\'11 their understandings,)
from whom issued the fiery flying serpellts, that "'el'e, not

I Oct, 11th. Say. Win. i. 115.-B. • Ibid. 1'79-80.-B.
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long after, so ready to annoy, and with bitter invectives
sting, every Inagistrate and minister that did not ap
prove of their sentilnents; the venODl of which spirit had
soon after infected so many of that church and people of
SaleDl, as will appea1' ill tbe next cbapter. But this fear
\-vas without cause; nor did it spring fro 01 a godly
jealous)" but from the bitter root of pride, that vaullteth
itself ahove order, and against love and peace. No such
spirit \vas evel- ouserved to appear in Mr. Cotton's days,
but a spirit of love and meekness, or since his tinle to
the present year.

Those that lived in those tiloes could not hut observe,
on the contrary, ho\y it pleased the Lord to give a special
testimony of his presence in the church of Boston, after
l\fr. Cotton \vas called to office there. More were ob
served to be coovel·ted and added to that church than
to all the rest of the churches in the country.l Divers
profane and notorious evil persons caine and confessed
their sins, and were comfortably rec.eived into the
bosom of the church. An enlinent spirit of grace \"as
poured ioto the lips of that famous preacher, and other
eminent gifts did abound in private brethren of that
church, V\thich forwarded the edification and salvation of
others. The Lord was pleasrd also greatly to bless the
discipline of that church, wherein he gave the pastor,
l\fr. \Vilson, and Mr. Leveret, a singular gift, to tile
great benefit of the whole congregation. Nevertheless,
God \vas pleased to send or let loose, not long after, a
nlessenger of Satan in that church, that they should not
be exalted above measure, through the abundance of
revelations. Satan desired to winuo\v the chief of the
Apostles; no wonder if he were as desirous so to deal
with other ordinary ministers of thf~ Gospel in succeetling
ages, and their churches.

On the 22d of Dec~lnber in the year full()\ving, viz.
1634, Mr. Silnmes was, 011 a solemn day of hUllliliation,
likewise ordained teacher of the ChUl·ch of Charlesto\\'n.
But \vithin a \vhile after,9 upon one account or other,
there did arise a spirit of jealousy bet\vcen l\1r. Jam~s,

the pastor of that church, and SOlne of the brethren,

I See Savage'. Winthrop, i. 121.-8. • In 1636 -B.
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although Mr. Simmes was not condemned for being any
blameable cause thereof, yet was it \vithin a year after
blo\vll up into an open flame, so as they were constrained
to call in the help of the elders and messengers of
the next churches; and it being the case of an elder,
the neighbor churclles, to whom they sent for advic~,

sent most elders, and but few other messengers. UpOD

hearing the whole case it appeared that the pastor (by
his natural temper a melancholic man, and subject to
jealousies) had been to blame for speaking as of certaint}·
that which he only conceived out of jealousy; and
also that the rest had not heen without all fault, in that
they had not proceeded \vith him in a due order, for, of
the t\\'O witnesses produced against him, one was the
accuser. They advised, therefore, that, if they could not
comfortably close again, the pastor and such as stood on
his part, (if they ,,'ould,) should desire dismission, which
should be ,granted them, for avoiding extremities, ,\,hich
it seems they accepted of, and Mr. James soon after re
moved to the southward) and some years after returned
back to England, where he ",·a8 accepted as a faithful
minister of the Gospel, and continued in that ,york till
the year 1678, at Needham, in Suffolk, which was about,,: 15 q '3
the 86th year of his age, (though not of his ministry, as t

is said of Polycarpus,) and may yet be living, and waiting
for his dissolution. l He went also to Virginia, with Mr.
Thompson and Mr. Knowles, Anno 1642, as \vill be
mentioned in the transactions of that lustre.

Abont the same time happened another uncomfortable
agitation at Lynn, viz. March 15, 1634, "here the elders
of every church were called together to put an end to a
difference in that church. One Mr. Bachelor, that
came into the country the summer before,· (in the 71st
year of his age,) in the want of a minister was called to
take upon him the ministerial office in that place. Not
long after divers of the brethren, not liking the proceed
ings of the pastor, and withal questioning whether they
were a church or not, did separate from church com
munion. The pastor and the other brethren desired the

I See Prince, pp. 413-1-i; Say. Win. i. 94, 182.-&.
I With WeIde and olhers. Save Win. i. 77-8.-s.
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advice and help of the rest of the churches, lvhot not
thinking fit to judge of the case without hearing the
other side, offered to Dleet at Lynn about it. UpOD this
the pastor required the separate brethren to deliver their
grievances in \vritiug, \vhich they refusing to do, the
pastor \vrote to all the churches that for this cause they
purposed to proceed against them, as persons excom
municable; and therefore desired them to stBy their
journey. l'his letter being read at the Lecture at BostoD,
("'hcl·e all the ministers of every church gellerally used
to be present,) they all agreed, with consent of their
churches, to go presently to LJon, (at that time called
Sagust,) to stay this hasty proceeding. Accordingly,
being met, and both parties, after much debate, being
heard, it was determined that they were a true church,
though not constituted in due order; yet after-consent
and practice of church estate had supplied that defect;
and so all were reconciled at that time.

Mr. John Maverick, teacher of the chur(~h of Dor
chester, died the 3d of February, 1655, about the 60th
)"ear of his age. He was a man of an humble spirit, and
a faithful preacher of the Gospel, very ready to further
the ,,'ork of the Lord, both III the church, and in the
civiI statee

About the year 1635 were churches gathered a'od
Dlinisters ordained in many places about the Bay, as at
Bear Cove, called afterwards Hingham; where Mr. Peter
Huhbert,! that came Oll~ of Norfolk, in England, was
called to be their pastor; a man well qualified with
ministerial abilities, though not so fully persuaded of the
Congregational discipline as some others were.

And at Wcstaugustus, since called Weymouth, one
Mr. Hull \vas at first their minister, though afterwards
he gave place to some other, which hath been the lot of
several that have successively been the officers of that
church, though Oleo of wo'rth and learniog. At the first
it is thought their proceedings were not so orderly as
should have been, which was not the least occasion of
their after troubles.

The Plantation at Agawam· was, from the first year of
its being raised to a township, so filled with inhabitants

I Hobart.~R. • See p.,e 165.-B.
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that some of them presently s\varmed out into another
place, a liltle further east\\'ard. The reverend and
learned Mr. Parker "raS at first called to Ips\vich,1 tojoin
with Mr. Ward; but he choosing rather to accompany
some of his countrJmen that came out of Wiltshire in
England, to that nelV place. than to be engaged with
such as he had not been acquainted withall before,
therek>re remo,"ed ",ith them thither, and IIcalled itll
Ne\\rberry; which recess or theirs made room for others
that soon after supplied their place.

III the latter end of this year, 1635, Mr. Bachelor,
pastor of the church at Lynn, (whereof nlentioD was
made before,) was complained of to the magistrates, and
convened before rhetn on this occasion. He came out of
England with a small body of six or seven persons, who
settled \vitb him at Lynn, ",here he received many of
the inhahitants of lI'thatll place into his church, or, at least,
they had with the rest received him as their pastor; but
contention growing between him and the greatest part
of his church, he desired dismission for himself and his
first members, which heing granted, upon supposition
that he would leave the to\VO, as he had given out he
,,~()uld, he, ,\,jth the six or seven persons, rene,ved their
old covenant, intending to raise another church in the
place; whereat the most and chief of the to\vn being
offended, (for that it \\'ould cross their intentions of
calling another minister,) complained to the magistrates,
\vho, foreseeing the distraction lvhich was like to come
by this course, had forbid him to proceed in any such
church ,vay, until the cause were considered by the other
ministers. But he refusf'd to desist, lvhereupoll they
8~nt for him, and upon his dela~, day after day, the mar
shal was sent to fetch him. Upon his appearance and
submission, and pl·omise to remove out of the town
within three months, he ,vas discharged. Accordingly
he removed to the Plantation that then was new begun
beyond Ips,vich, called Newbery, where he stayed not
long, in regard he could not accomplish his desire of
I)eing admitted to a pastoral office in the church of that
place, \vaiting an opportunity of providing a suitable

I aettled at U III the II
I In 1634.-8.
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place for himself and his company elsewhere, which at
last was found at Hampton, a Plantation begun towards
Pascataqua, about the year 1638.

The next J1ear1 they of Lynn gathered another church,
having invited Mr. Whiting to be their pastor, a man of
great worth and learning, that not long before· came over
from a parish3 adjoining to Boston, in Lincolnshire.
There was some difficulty in settling them in church
order anew, in regard they had many of them formerly
belonged to another church in Mr. Bachelor~s tj.me, ac
cording to the usual observation, that many times it is
more easy to raise a ne\v building than repair an old one,
especially \vhen the persons concerned either "'ant ex
perience or skill in the kind of the architecture as ,,'as
said to be the case there. But Anno 1637 Mr. Thomas
Cobbet, that came over \",ith l\fr. Davenport,· was called
also to Lynn, where he was ordained teacher of the same
church whereof l\fr. Whiting ,vas the pastor. The
learning" and abilities of l\fr. Cobbct are \vell kno~·n hy
his "'ritings, since published to the \vorld.

CHAP. XXIX.

Memorable accidents during this lustre of years. The
.,mall-pox among the IndiatlS; pestilential fever at
Plymouth; with other occurreflces worthy to be ob
served, from the year 1630 to 1636.

IN the J·ear 1633 it pleased God to visit the Colony
of Plymouth \vith a pestilential fc\·e .., \vhereof man)·
died, up\vards of twellt}', Dlen, women, and children,
\\'hich was a great DUlnber out of a small company of
inhabitants. SOlne of them looked upon a numerous
(~Onlpany of strange flies in the spring, like bUlnblebees,
(\vhieh coming out of the ground, with a terrible kind of
hUlnnling noise, so as the \voods did ring therewith) to be
a presage of that mortality which followed very hot, in
the months of June, July and August.~ But in the end
of that. year and winter (ollo\\,ing a great mortality hap
pened anlong the Massachusetts Indians, whereby
thousands of them \\'ere s\vept away, \\'hich came by the

1 Nov .. 8, 1636.-H. I He arrived in Boston, May 26, 1636.-8.
I Skirbeck.-s.
• Bradford, in Prince, pp. 432, 437; Davia'. Morton, pp. 173-4.-R.




