
~---- ----- - - ---

LIF E 

or 

HENRY HUDSON, 

lIT 

, 
HENRY R. CLEVELAND. 

Digitized by Google 



• 

HENRY HUDSON • 

CHAPTER I. 
I 

Hudson', early Hutory little /mown. - Fint 
Voyage, in-1607.-Sails from Gra"ueM.
MaTtu Dueo"erie. on the Coast of Gree'A
land. - Sails thence to Spitzbergen. - Pro
ceeds northward, to the Eighty-.econd Degree 
of Latitude.-Attempls to find a pfU.age 
around the North of Greenland. - Dri"en 
hack by the Ice. r- Returns to the ,outhern 
Part. of Spitzbergen, and theme to England. 

IN few men are more rare combinations of 
talents required, than in discoverers and explor
ers of new countries and seas. Invincible cour
age, patience and fortitude under suffering, daring 
enterprise tempered by prudence, promptness and 
decision united with calm reflection, sagacity and 
fertility of invention, strong common sense com
bined with enthusias~ and vivid imagination, the 
power of commanding -other minds joined to gen-
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tleness of'manner and ready sympathy, are some 
-of the more prominent traits in the character of 
this class of men. • 

AmoRg those, who Were peeuliady gifted in 
these attributes, was the subject of the present 
memoir, HENBY HunSON, the bold navigator of 
the Arctic Seas, the discoverer of the vast in-. 
land sea, and of the river in North America, 
which bear his na~. 

Of the early history of Hudson hardly any 
B1mg is known. He was a native of England, a 
scien6tio ind professed navigator, and ranked 
with the most distinguished seamen of his age. 
He was a contemporary and friend of the fianous 
Captain John Smith, and rivalled him in intre
pidity and perseverance. He resided in' London, 
was' married, and had one son. - Weare not 
informed in what way he acquired his practical 
still ih navigation; but, as' he Itved in an age 
immediately succeeding the most dazzling discov
eries~ lihd' while tliese discoveries were occupy
Dig, witli' absorbing interest, the mind' of the 
whole ciVilized world, it is not improbable, that 
"is' nautical education may have been received 
from some one of the great navigators, who fol
lowed immediately in the footsteps of Columbus, 

.; Yates and Moulton's 1Ivtary 'If 1M &ale qf'Mu 
Yorl, Vol t Po 198:, 
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,HENRY HUDSON. 189 

!lnd e~plored 'the new wOJ'ld, which his genius 
~~ ,revealed. 

Weare' first introduced to him ,by his own 
jo.l,lf.I.l,Ill of a :voyage, undertaken at the charge 
Qf "certaine worshipfull Merc,hants of l.ondon," 
in the year 1607. The object of the voyage 

... ~ to explore .the coast of Greenland, and pass' 
l'Quod ,it to the northwest, OJ' directly under the 
Pole; or, in his own words, "for to discover 
a passag~ by the North Pole to Japan~ 
Cl;!.ina." ... 

'l'h~ cre~ consisted in !lll of twelve persons, 
~cluding Henry Hudson, the master, and his 
son John, a boy;. all of whom, we are informed, 
w~t to the church of Saint Ethelburge, in 
Bi~hopsgate Street, a few days before ~ail~g, to 

partake sol~mnly of the holy sacrament; a pious 
practice, ,which seems to have been very general 
in those days, and, which was highly appropriate 
fOJ' m~ :w~o were about to encounter the hard
ships, terrors, and uncertainties of a voyage of 
discovery in unknown' regions. 

They sailed from Gravesend, on the 1st of 
May, 1607, and, takiJ)g a northerly course, made 
the Shetland Islands in twenty-six days. Th,e, 
needle was here fOlPld to, have no variation; btJt, 
four days afterwards, Hl,1dson "found me needle ~ 

• Purchu's ~ Vol. III p. ~. 
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incline seventy-nine degrees under the horizon"; 
and, on the 4th of June, he observed a varia
tion of five degrees westwardly. His course, 
after losing sight of the Shetland Isles, was north
westerly; the object being to reach the coast of 
Greenland. 

On the 11th of June, ,he saw six or seven 
whales near the ship, the promise of a harvest, 
which was destined subsequendy to prove of 
such immense profit to his country and to Hoi
land. Two days afterwards, early in the mom
ing, land was discovered ahead, with ice; and, 
there being a thick fog, he stood away south by 
east, six or eight leagues. The weather was so 
cold, that the sails and ropes were coated with 
ice; the wind blowing a gale from the northeast. 
About eight o'clock in the moming, it cleared 
up, and Hudson was able to see the land dis
tincdy, stretching away northeast by north, and 
northea,st, to the distance of about nine leagues. 
In his journal, he says, ""This was very high 
land, most part covered with snow. The nether 
part was uncovered. At the top, it looked red
dish, and undemeath a blackish clay, with mIlCh 
ice lying about it."· There was a quantity of 
fowl on this coast, and a whale was seen close 
by the shore. Hudson named the headland, thus 

• Purcbas's PilgritM, Vol Ill. p.567. 
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discovered, Young', Cape, probably from its be
ing first seen by James Young, one of his crew. 
Near this cape was a "very high mount, like 
a round castle," which he named the Mount of 
God', Mercy. This was on the coast of Green
la~d. 

He continued northeasterly along the coast, 
encountering a succession of fogs, gales of wind, 
rains, and snows, occasionally driven from. his 
course by head winds, aDd at one time lying to 
for the space of tOrty-eight hours. His purpose 
was, to ascertain whether the land he had seen 
was an island, or part of Greenland; but, being 
discouraged by the contlnued fogs, which hid the 
land from his view, he determined to steer for 
Newland, . or Spitzbergen, and the course was 
altered to the northeast. At length the weather 
cleared up, and they enjoyed the comfort of a 
bright sun, after eighteen days of continued fogs 
and clouds. 

After sailing on this course about fifteen or 
sixteen leagues, ,he saw land on the larboard, or 
left hand, about four leagues distant, stretching 
northeast and southwest. There was a vast 
number of birds circling around the land, with 
black backs and white bodies; and many Boating 
pieces of ice, which they were obliged carefully 
to avoid. The fog returned ~gain, and Hudson 
feared that he was embayed, from the quan-
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tiUes of ice about the ship. He therefore steered 
~orlheast for five or six leagues, keeping a dili
gent lookout fur the eastward termination of the 
land, and afterwards stood to the south. 

He soon changed his course to the northeast 
a.:,aam; and, tbe weather clearing up, he slnV 

land at the distance of about twelve leagues, 
in ~e latitude of seventy-thrf3e degrees. Tbis 
land appeared lofty and covered with snow, and 
W ~ north p~ were seen some very high 
mo~. The weather in this latitude was 
IDuch less severe than that which they expe
rie.oced in the neighborhood of Young's Cape. 
This land he did not explore any further, being 
prevented by fogs, calms, and contrary winds; 
he named it the Land 01 Hold with Hope. 

In his journal, Hudson apologizes for steering 
so far westwardly, instead bf making due north 
fur the Pole. He says, that. he was prompted 
by a desire to see that part of Greenland, which 
~ supposed was hitberto updiscovered. More
over, being in the vicinity of this land, it was 
natural to expect westerly winds, wbich would 
greatly favor his approach to the Pole. cc ~nd," 

he adds, "cODsidElring we found lands contrary 
to that which our cards make mention of, we 
accounted our labor so much the mor~ worth. 
And, for augbt tbat we could see, it is like to 
be a good lan4 and worth tb~ seeing."'" 

• Purchas'll PilgrifM, Vol. III. p. 568. 
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00 the 24th, the master's mate again saw 
high land on the larboard, which fell away to 
the northwest the more they advanced; and this 
was the last point of Greenland which present
ed itself to them. Hudson now turned to the 
northward and eastward, encountering constant 
fogs; but, being in . so high latitude, that the sun 
was above the horizon the whole twenty-four 
hours, he was the less incommoded by the thick 
weather. 

By the 26th of June, he saw flocks of birds 
similar to those he had seen on the coast of 
Greenland; he ooncluded that land was not far 
oft; though, from the dense fog,.he could see 
nothing of it. But the next morning, about one 
or two o'clock, the fog cleared up from the sea, 
and he saw the coast of Spitzbergen, or New
land, a name, which: he says the Dutch had 
given to it. The land was covered with fog, and 
the ice was lying very thick all along the shore, 
for fifteen or sixteen leagues. At noon, he 
found himself to be in the latitude of seventy
eight degrees, and he supposed the land in sight 
to be Vogel hoeck, a projecting point in the 
western coast of Spitzbergen.· 

• It'orster remarks, that "the honor of the discovery 
of Spitzbergen belongs to Hodson." -!&tory qf 1M 
y~ and Di8cotJeriu in tAt NonA, p. 326. It is 
also asserted in Yates and Moulton's HiIIory oJ 1M' 

VOL. x. 13 
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He continued to ply to \he north and north
east, in' the hope of finding a passage to, the 
north of the island, until the middle of July. 
And it was in this part of the voyage, that bis 
patience and fortitude seem to have been most 
severely tried. Constantly hemmed in with ice, 
and in danger of having ,his ship crushed by the 
masses, encountering head winds and stonos, and 

SItJte qf Neu Yerk, (VoL 1. p.l99,) that to Hudson is 
awarded the honor of ctiscovering Spitzbergen. The 
IllUDe statement had been previouely made by Dr. Bel
knap, (Amer. Biog., VoL I. p.395,) and by Dr. Miller, 
(Collect. N. Y. Hilt. Soc., VoL I. p. 28.) Itappearavery 
clearly, however, that Hudson was not the first discov
erer of Spitzbergen; as the journal written by himself' 
proves to us, that be knew of its existence and posi
tion previously to seemg it, and he recognised the por
tion of it, which he first saw, as the cape or headland 
called JTogel1weck by the Dutch. The island was cer
tsinly seen, and probably first discovered, by William 
Barentz, of Amsterdam. This appears from a Latin work, 
entitled, Ducriptio ac Delineatio Geogrtlphie4.De1ectitmia 
Pnti live n-an.rituB ad Occa.nm& 8Upm Terral .IJ:nwi. 
catIIU in C'hi_ atque Japomm duduri, published at 
Amsterdam, in 1613, twelve years before Hudson's 
Journal was published in Purchu's PilgrifNI. The au
thor of this work says, that Barentz ... nd Cornelius, in 
the year 1596, being on a voyage of discovery, in the 
hope of finding a northem passage to China, saw land 
in latitude 79" 50', and that they named this land Spitz. 
berge,n, from its mountainous aspect, and the quantity 
of SDOW and ice that was seen. They also named a 
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obliged to change his course almost daily, with 
disappointment meeting him at every step, be 
still continued to buffet the storms, availing him-

. self of every moment of favorable weather to 
work to the northward, till fairly convinced of 
the impossibility, on account of the ice, of find
ing a passage by this side of the island. The 
sea appeared, at dift'erent times, blue, ~n, or 

remarkable promontcry of this island Yogelhoeci, from 
the number"of birds they found there. The islan4 was, 
therefore, certainly discovered before Hndson saw it. 

Scoresby, in his .8ccotml of the .8rctic Region8, (Vol. 
I. p.2O,) speaks of the re-dVcovery of Spitzbergen by 
Hudson. This expression seems incorrect, as Hudson 
hiioself mentions the name by which it was called by 
the Hollanders; from which it is evident, that the ex
istence of the island was generally known before his 
voyage in 1607. 

When Hudson first approaches the "land, he speaks 
of it as the same that was "called NetDltmtl by the 
HoHandera," (Purchas, Vol. m. p. 571.) That the coun
try was at first called by the two names of Spitzberp 
and NetDland is proved by the fact, that there is now 
in existence a small qnarto volume, entitled, Jlinoire 
tiu Payl nomfll4! Spib.fJerg, ou" l' hie de Terre Neulle, 
published at Amsterdam, in ]6]3. 1'he error of ascrib
ing the first discovery to Hudson probably originated 
in a marginal note of Purchas, in which he says, "New
land, or Gremlantl, of which the Hollanders made a 
little discovery by Barentz." Hence it was inferred, 
that the Nm.olamtl mentioned" by Hudson was Green
land; which is refuted by his Journal. 



196 UIE.I04R BIOGIUPHY. 

black; aad they saw a large number of 1DOI'II88, 

188ls, and bears; which last aoimal aBOrded food 
to the erew, who ate 80 freely of the flesh ODe 

day, tbat many of them were made sick by it. 
00 the 14th of July, they saw a bay open 

towards the west, the shores of which were very 
high and rugged. The northerly poiot they 
aamed Colli,..' 6 Cape, in honor of the boatswain, 
who first discovered it. A great number of 
wbales were swimming about in the bay, one 
of which came under the keel, and "made her 
held," but did them no hann. Though there 
was a quantity of snow lying in ,the swamps 
and valleys near the shore, the weather was 
hot. Several of the crew went on shore, where 
they found and brought on board a pair of 
morse's teeth in the jaw; they also found some 
dozen or more deer's horns, and saw the foot
steps of other animals. Two or three streams 
of fresh water pouring into tbe bay proved very 
grateful to the' men, who were made thirsty by 
the heat of the weather. In the evening, a 
fine gale springing up, they steered northeast 
again. 

The weather was wann and clear on the 
morning of the 16th, and Hudson perceived that 
he was almost encompassed with ice. The land 
extended northeast far into the eighty-first d. 
gree of latitude; but, on account of the ice, 

• Digitized by Google 
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there was no passage to the north of it. Hud
SOD therefore determined to sail round the south
ern extremity of the island, and, then seek a 
passage to the DOrtheast. He accordingly put 
the ship about, and laid his course southwardly, 
having been as far IIOI'th ,as the eighty-second 
degree; a higher latitude than had yet been at
tained by any uavigator. 

He continued southwardly along the coast of 
Spit2bergen, having occasional glimpses of land, 

,till the 25th of July, when he saw the" land 
bearing Borth. He was now convinced, from the 
general prevalence of the winds since he had 
been on the coast, that it would be impossible 
to work his way to the northeast; he therefore 
abandoned the plan he had formed, of sailing 
round the southern extremity of the island, and 
determined to -"prove his fortunes" by the west 
once more; hoping to go round the north of 
Greenland, and then return, by Davis's Straits, 
to England. His course was DOW, accord'mgly, 
shaped westward. 

On the 27th, being nearly becalmed, they 
heard a great noise, occasioned by the ice and 
sea, and found that the sea was heaving them 
westward towards a large body of ice. The 
boat was got out, in the hope of towing the 
ship away from it, but the sea ran so high, that 
their efforts would have been of little avail. "In 
this extremity," says Hudson, "it pleased God 
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to give us a small gale at northwest and by west. 
We steered away four leagues, till noon. Here 
we had finished our discovery, if the wind had 
continued that brought us hither, or ,if it had 
continued calm; but it pleased God to make 
this northwest and by west wind the means of 
our deliverance; which wind we had not fouod 
common in this voyage. God give us thankful 
hearts for so great deliverance." . 

At noon the weather cleared up, and Hudson 
was convinced by the sky, which reftected the 
ice, that he could find no passage to the north 
of Greenland,. He tberefore took advantage of 
a westerly wind, and steered to the southeast. 
He again saw the southern extremity of Spitz
bergen, and continued his course to the south. 
For, finding the fogs more thick and troublesome 
than before, and that many of the stores were 
beginning to fail; the season, moreover, being so 
far advanced, tbat it would be impossible to make 
the projected voyage this year, even if it were 
practicable at the proper season; he detennined 
to return to England. , 

He passed in sight of Cheries Island, and, 
the weather being clear, he had a distinct view 
of tbe land, covered with craggy rocks. Con
tinuing a southerly course through the month of 
August, he arrived at Tilbury Hope, on the 
Thames, September 15th, haring been absent 
four months and a half. 

.D,git,zedbyGoogle 
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CHAPTER II. 

HutUOR', Second Voyags. - &ill from Ltmdon 
fllith the Danp of ,esking Q Norehealtem 
Pauage to India. - PalIU the ,Norlh Cope. 
- Ob,tnM;ted by Ice. - .A.rri"u at No"a 
Ze.bltr. - .A.balldo711 t/l.e Hope of going 
further North. - Exploru an Inlet, or m"er, 
in No"" Zembla. - Ruol"u to retum.
&arche, for Willoughby', L:md.-.A.rriHl 
in Ettgltmtl. 

As soon as the . season was sufficiently ad· 
vanced, Hudson prepared for a second voyage 
of discovery, the object of which was to find a 
northeast passage to the East Indies, by going 
to the north of Nova Zembla. The crew 

• amounted to fifteen persons, including Hudson 
and his young son, who accompanied him on all 
his voyages. The master's mate was a certain 
Robert Juet~· a man of considerable nautical skill 
and some education, who accompanied Hudson 
on all his subsequent voyages, and was destined 
to act a conspicuous part in his adventures. 

• So, with Belknap, we prefer to modernize the spell
ing in Purchas, which is always lutt (like Junt, luly, 
iudge), except once Juet (p. 576), and once IvET (p. 581, 
where it is printed in capitals, like HVDSON.) Yet in 
Harris's CoUeclion qf J1oyagu, where Purchae is copied 
and the spelling reformed, it is constantly printed 1vet. 
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He sailed from London on the 22d of April, 
1608, and after I IDODtb's sailing northward, tiD 
the 24th· of May, he judged himself to be dis
tant only eixteen leagues from the coast of Nor
way, in latitude of sixty-seven degrees. He bad 
encountered constant fogs till this time, though 
generally with favorable winds; but the weather 
DOW cleared up, and continued fair, yet so cold, 
that it caused the sickness of the carpenter and 
several of tbe crew. He plied constantly to the 
POrthward and northeast, as the wind permitted, 
and, in three days more, was in latitude so high 
north, that he took an observation at midnight, 
the sun being on the north meridian, fivf;t degrees 
and a half above tbe horizon. 

00 the lst of June, there came a severe 
. gale, with snow. This continued for two days, 
when the weather became" fair again, and he 
saw the North Cape about eight leagues distant. , 
There were also several Norway fishermen in 
sight. Continuing a northeasterly course, he 
came into the neighborhood of ice, the. first he 
had seen upon the voyage. His wish was to 

make his way through it, and he consequently 
held his 'course, loosening some of it, and bear-

\ ing away from the larger portions, till late in 
the afternoon, when he found the ice so thick 
and firm, that it was impossible to force a .fur.. 
ther passage through it, and he was obliged to 
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return, having suffered no other hann than 
slightly robbing the sides of his ship • 

. From this time, he made but a small advance 
to the north, the highest latitude which he 
reached being a little more· than seventy-five de
grees. He was on soundings nearly every day, 
finding much green ooze, and the water bei,ng 
whitish green. He saw great numbers of whales 
and porpoises, and he says the sea was covered 
with fowl. He also heard the bears roaring upon 
the iee, and saw all immense number of seals. 
The quantities of ice, by which he was beset, 
and the' head winds, constantly obstructed his 
progress northward, so that, instead of gaining, 
he found himself drifting to the south. 

He was here compelled to abandon the hope 
of going to tbe north of Nova Zembla, being' 
very near its western coast, and unable, from 

'the ice, to work to northward. Turning south
ward, he saw the part of N<wa Zembla called 
Swart-Cliff by the Dutch. On one occasion, the 
ship only two miles from the land, he sent six 
of the men on -shore, to examine tbe 'appear
ance of the country, and to fill the water casks. 
They found. thesbore covered with long grass, 
and the ground boggy and overflowed in places 
with streams from melting snow; the weatber 
being very hot. They also saw traces of deer, 
foxes, and bears, and picked up some fins of 
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whales. In returning to the ship, they saw two 

or three troops or herds of mones swimming 
near the boat. Soon after this, several of the 
crew landed, in the hope of killing some of the . 
morses; and they found a cross standing near 
the shore, with the signs of fires that had been 
kindled there. 

After remaining in this place a short time, 
they saw a great number of mones in the wa
ter, and hoisted sail, and got out the boat to 
tow the vessel along; in the hope, that by fol
lowing the mones, they might discover their 
place of landing, where they might kill them. 
They continued the chase till they doubled a 
point, and came to anchor in the lDOuth of a 

., broad river, or sound, near a small island. They 
found the pos.ition so dangerous, however, from 
tbe ice which was borne down the stream, that 
they were obliged to weigh anchor in the night, 
and stand out, a fine gale springing up just 
in season to free them from their danger; but 
they returned to the same anchorage as soon 
as the ice had been carried QQt to sea by the 
current. 

Constantly on the watch (or any thing that 
might aid bis discovery of the northeast passage, 
Hudson had no sooner perceived the broad ri·v
er, near the mouth of wqich ·he had anchored, 
than he formed hopes that he might here find 
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a way to the other side of Nova ·Zembla. 
When he had ascertained the impossibility of 
sailing north of this island, it had been his in
tention to try the passage of the Vaygats,· a 
strait which he knew would conduct him to the 
eastern side, unless obstructed with ice. " But," 
he says, "being here, and hoping by the plenty 
ofmorses we sAw here to defray the charge of 
our voyage, and also that this sound might for 
some reasons be a better passage to the east of 
Nova Zembla than the Vaygats, if it held ac
cording to a hope conceived by the likeness it 
gave," he resolved to remain till he could ex,;, 
plore it. ' 

Soon after coming to anchor, he observed a 
large number of morses asleep· on a _ projecting 
rock of the little island near bim, and he there- . 
fore despatched the whole crew to hunt them. 
They only succeeded in killing one; all the 
rest having plunged into the water at their ap
proach. The men landed, and found the shores 
high and steE'P; but, on ascending them, the 
land appeared quite level.. After killing a great 
quantity of fowl, they returned on board. Sev
eral men were now sent, under the command 
of the mate, to examine the mouth of the 

• The YaygaJl, WaygaJl, or Yaiga.tz, is a strait be
tween the southernmost parts of Nova Zembla and the 
Dorthem coast of RUBBiL 

Digitized by Google 



-------l 
204 AMEBIC AN BIOGBAPHY. 

river, or sound, by which he hoped to find a 
passage. After an absence of about twenty-four 
hours, they returned, bringing a very large deer's 
born, and a Jock of white hair; also a large 
number of fowl, which they had shot. They 
had !Jeen a herd of white deer, and they report
ed that the shore was covered with drift-wood, 
that there were CODvenient bays, and a river 
coming from the north, which appeared to be a 
favorite resort of the morses. As for the sound, 
which they had been sent to examine, they had 
mUDd it to be two or three leagues in breadth, 
the water of the color of the sea and very salt, 
and a strong current setting out; and they had 
DO soundings at twenty fathoms. 

This report determined him to . explore the 
sound, and be accordingly weighed anchor, and 
stood in for the mouth of the river. He crossed 
a reef where the water was shallow; but after 
that it deepened again; and, ha~g entered the 
river, he found it to be more than twenty fath
oms deep. After ascending the stream to the 
distance of nine or ten leagues, he anchored 
again, the wind being ahead, and the current too 
strong to allow any farther advance that day. 
He, however, sent his mate Juet and five of the 
men ~ tbe boat, with provision and weapons, 
directing them to exp10re the stream, provided 
it continued deep, till they found it bending to 
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the east or southward, promising. to follow them 
with the ship as soon as the wind should prove 
favorable. The men returned tbe next day, 
much fatigued with the labor they had under
gone. They had explored the river to the 
.distance o{ six or seven leagues, when the water 
became very shallow, not more than four feet 
deep. Finding that it would be impossible for 
their ship to pass these shallows, they had not 
thought it worthwhile to explore the river be
yond this point. 

There was no choice, therefore, but to return ; 
and aeebrdingly he set sail and stood to tbe 
southwest again, as he tells us in his Journal, 
" with sorrow that our labor was in vain ; {or, 
bad this sound held as It did make show of, for 
depth, breadth, safeness of harbor, and good an
chor ground, it might have yielded an excellent 
passage to a more easterly sea.'-' 

The month of July was somewhat advanc
ed, and Hudson had failed in two attempts to 
discover a northeast passage. The ship was 
not now provided with stores or conveniences 
sufficient {or attempting the passage of the Vay
gats, and there was nothing left but to relurn to 
England. He determined, however, to visit Wil
loughby's Laod· 00 the way, as he wished to 

• It has been asserted by Eog!ish writers, and 
frequently repeated, that Sir Hugh Willoughby had 
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ascertain wbether it was laid down correctly or 
DOt 00 tbe chart j and be supposed tbat be should 
find a large number of morses there, as they were 
driven from the coast of Nova Zembla by the 
ice. His course was, therefore, laid westerly, 
being in the latitude of seventy-one degrees. He 

dUcovered Spitzbergen. It appean, however, from Bud
IOO'S Jourual of hia lI8Cond voyage, that he 1rU not of 
this opinion, but coDlidered Willoughby's Land as en
tirely diltinct from Spitzbergen. He lteered west for 
this land, being in latitude 71°, wbile he well Imew, 
that the mOlt lOutherly point of Spitzbergen 1rU 118\'

eraJ degreea to the north of this. In the old Dutch 
maps, W"~. LtmI. is placed to the aoutheaat of 
Spitzbergen. 

The author of the Latin work cited in a former note, 
who is very accurate in hia statements, maintains stout,. 
ly, that Willoughby.. Land was not Spitzbergen, and 
cites a passage fiom iIIe manuscript Jouraal of Wil
loughby to prove it. This passage agrees exactly with 
the Journal afterwards published in Purehas's Pilgri_, 
except in lOme slight varistioDl of orthography. It is 
as follo".; "The 14th day, earely in the morning, we 
delCOVered land, which land we bare withal, hoising 
out our boat to deacover what land it might be, but the 
boat could not come to land, the water 1rU 80 shoare, 
where was very much )'18 aJeo, but there 1rU no si
militude of habitation, and this land lyeth from Seynam 
160 leaguea, being in latitude 72 degrees; then we 
plyed to the northward the 15th, 16th, and 17th day." 
There is no mention in Willoughby's Journal, published 
in Purchas's PilgrimI, of his having reached a higher 
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dill DOt, however, come within sight of this land. 
After having sailed nearly west for about ten 
days, he perceived the promontory of Wardhus, 
on the coast of Lapland, and soon after doubled 
the North Cape. By the end of July, being off 
the coast of Norway, the nights had become dark,.· 

northem latitude than 72'> j and it is very evident, that 
Hudson expected to find Willoughby.'s Land considera
bly to the south of Spitzbergen. 

It may be satistiu:tory to some of our readers to elt
amine for themselves the Latin passage referred to in 
this note. We therefore cite it entire. 

"Qui Anglicl!-nlB Navigationis cognitionem habent, 
non ignorant quam' iniquis rationibus nitantur, et de
fendere conentur Angli, Equitem Hugonem Willongby 
(Capitaneum trium Navium, vocatarum Bona Esperen
za, Eduardus Bona Adventurus, et Bona Confidentia) 
invenisse et detegisse niagnam illam insulam Spitebcr
gensem, idque septimo anno Regni Eduardi Sexti, an
no nimirum Domini J553. Nam eorum rerum mariti
marum iPIllll lucubrationes atque scripta contrarium 
manifestO testantur, nimirum predictum Equitem cum 
tribus istis navibllS ex portu Anglicano Ratcliff solvisse 
(ut Septentrionem versus Regnum Cathaya detegeret) 
10 May, 1553, et ab insula Norvegile Seyna 30 Jullij 
eumque duabus navibus, matutino tempore 14 AUgusti, 
terram quandam detegisse sitam a dicta Insula Seynam 
(MesoclBcias) 160 Anglicanis Leucis (milliaribus Ger
manicis 120) ad altitudinem 72 graduum. Quod qui
dem prefatus Eques propria manu Anglice conscripsit 
his verbis." The writer then quotes' the passage in 
English from Willoughby's journal, as contained above. 
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10 that a light was required in the binacle, DOt 
.ying been used for two months before. 

Hudson would have been glad to pursue his 
course to Greenland tiom this point, to attempt 
the northwest passage; but the season was DOW 

10 filr advanced as to render such a plan im
practicable, and he detenuined to waste DO more 
time and money in an una veiling search; and, 
therefore, made sail for England, where he ar
rived on the 26th of August, having been absent 
about (our months. 
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CHAPTERm. 

HudlOft', third Voyage. - He ,eek, Employment 
from the Dutch Emt India Compan!l' - Sail. 
from .A.mrterdam.-Dilappointed in the Hope 
of ptU,ing through the Vaygat,.:- 'Sail. 
We,tward, to the Bank of Newfoundland, 
and thence 10 the CotUt of America. - Enten 
P61/.olncot Bay. - Intercour,e with the N. 
tive,. - Sailr to Cope Cod, and ea;plore, the 
Coad to the Southward. - .Retumr to the 
North. - DircOl1er, the Outlet of Htldran', 
River. and anchon in New Yark Bay. 

THE London Company had become discour
aged by two unsuccessful attempts to "find a 
Dorthern passage to Chiga; and Hudson, whose 
mind was completely bent upon making the dis
COVt'ry, sought employment from the Dutch East 
India Company. The fame of his adventures 
had already reached Holland, and he had re
ceived from the Dutch the appellations of the 
bold Englishman, the expert pilot, the famous 
navigator.- The company were generally in fa-

• Yates and Moulton's HiBtory of NeUJ York, VoL I. 
po 201.' These writers, in their account of Hudson's 
third voyage, make frequent references to a history of 

VOL. x. 14 
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vor of accepting tbe der of his services. though 
tbe scbeme was strongly opposed by Balthazar 
Moucheron. one,of tJaair 'DQiQber; who had some 
acquaintance with the Arctic seas. They accord
~Iy :gave bien.the ·command df ... <senall -¥euet. 
named the IIPJf .Moo". ,with .a ·crew .of rlwenty 
.mID. Dutch and English. amoQg whom was Bob
Art .Juet, .who had accompanied him !as mate on 
hii .1eCOIld .voyage. The Journal of ·the pment 
.yqY./Me. which is publisbed in PUl'Qbae~B Pilgri.mI • 
. ft! writtQp .~y Juet • 

. He sailed from Amsterdam the!l5th of Maroh, 
J:OOQ, and .doubled the Nort~ C~pe·in about a 
.auonth. His oqjeot was to·pass through the Vay
gats, Ql tP8l'haps to the \nortb .of Nova Zembla, 
and thus reach China by the northeast passage. 
Jlut .der eootenBing .fer .more thim·.a fortnight 
tWith :head winds, continual ;fogs, and ,ire, aod. 
Wng it ·impossible :to ~reach .even the coast-of 
.Nova tZembIa, be determined ··to abandon' ,tbis 
;plan, aud .endeavor .todiscovera ~geby the 
;JIOl'thwesl. :He accordingly directed· hiS oourae 
.westerly,douhled.the North ·Cape again,.and.iIl 

the Ame expedition by LttmbrechtselJo ,Pretri.del'lt of.tIle 
Zeeland Society of Science", who appears to bave.had 
acce. to the records of the Dutch East India Com
pany. A translation of his .KoTt Be8~ was made 
by Mr. Van der Kemp, and was c:o.DIulted in man-mpt 
by Yatel and Moultou. 
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a few da;ys SIlW 8tpart Qf .tbe western ~ Qf 
Ncuway, in tbe ,latitude of sixty-eigb,t degreea. 
From this point he sailed for tbe ,Faroe Islands, 
where b" IIl'lived a~t .the ,epd of May. 

Baving -fElplenished his water casks at one of 
tbe$e islands, he .a~/lhoi8ted sail, and steered 
SQuthw:est, ,in tb~ hope of m;lking Buss Island, 
w.biQh had ; been discovlR'8d Iijr Sir Martin Fro
bish.~r, ill ,1678, ..,,8 be wished to ascertain if it 
w,as-~tly'l~id down on the chart. As he did 
QQt s.l\~Eld in IiPIJi/lg it, he continued this ,course 
for nearly a month, having much severe weather, 
IPJd ... uooession ,of ;gal~, in one of wbich the 
{QmPllJ,St w.as carried away. "Having arriv~d at 
.the fOl"o/-fiftb degree of latitude, be judged it 
~lIt t.o ~bape his course westward, with the in
tention of _ing Newfoundland. While pro
~eding in this direction, he one day saw a VeB-

,,,al iltaoWng to the eastward, and, wishing to 
speak .her, he put the ship about, and gave 
c;hllJ8; ,but finding, as night came on, that be 
(,X)Uldnot overtake her, he resumed the west.
edy "c;purse a~n. 

On the 2d ,of July, he had soundings on the 
GraPd Bank of Newfoundland, and saw a whole 
,Beet of ,Frenchmen ,fishjogthere. Being on 
~R4iugs for ,several days, he detennined to try 
his luck at fishing; and, the weather falling calm, 

.be !SlIt .tbe ,whole CI,'eW at work to so much 
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purpose, that, in the course of the morning, they 
took between one and two hundred very large 
cod. After two or three days of calm, the 
wind sprang up again, and he continued his course 
westward, till the 12th, when he first had sight 
of the coast of North America. The fog was 
80 thick, however, that he did not' venture 
nearer the coast for several days; but at length, 
the weather clearing up, he ran into a bay at 

the mouth of a large river, in the latitude offorty
four degrees. This was Penobscot Bay, on the 
coast of Maine. 

He already had some notion of the kind of 
inhabitants he was to find here; for, a few days 
before, he had been visited by six savages, who 

. came on board in a very friendly manner, and 
ate and drank with him. He found, that, from 
their intercourse with the French tradel'll, they 
had learned a f~w words of their I8JIguage. Soon 
after coming to anchor, he was visited by sev
eral of the natives, who appeared very hann
less and inoffensive; and, in the afternoon, two 
boats full of them came to the ship, bringing 
beaver skins and other fine furs, which they 
wished to exchange for articles of dress. They 
offered no violence whatever, though we find in 
Juet's Journal constant expressions of distrust, 
apparently without foundation. 

They remained in this bay long enougb to 
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cut and rig a new foremast; and, being now 
ready for sea, the men were sent on shore upon 
an expedition, that disgraced the whole com
pany. What. Hudson's sentiments or motives, 
with regard to this transaction, were, we can 
only conjecture from a general knowledge of his 
character, as we have no account or it from 
himself. But it seems highly probable, that, if 
be did not project it, he at least gave his CQ~- . 

sent to its perpetration. The account is in the 
words of Juet, as follows.' "In the morning we 
manned our scute with .four muskets and six 
men, and took one of their shallops and brought 
it aboard. Then we manned our boat and scute 
with twelve men and muskets, and two stone 
pieces, or murderers, aod drave the salvages 
from their houses, and took the spoil of them, 
as they would have done of us." After this 
exploit, they returned to the ship, and set sall 
immediately. ,It does not appear from the Jour
nal that the natives had ever offered' them any 
harm, or given any provocation for so wanton 
an act. The writer only asserts, that they would 
have done it, if they could: No plea is more 
commonly used to justify tyranny and cruelty, 
than the supposed bad intentions of the op
pressed. 

He now continued southward along the coast 
of America. It appears that Hudson had been 
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informed' tiy his friend, Captain John Smith, tblt 
tbe.- WU'a paseage tb ·the westent Paci&r ac.n 
south of Virginia, and that, when h" hadl pmval 
the. impossibility of going by the northeast, he 
bad o.red· his crew' tbe choice, eiiher' to e. 
plore this passage spoken of by GaptaiD Smith, 
01' to seek the northwest· pusage, by' going 
tbrough Davia's Strait. Many of the men· had 
been in the East' India service, and: in the 
habit of. sailing in th>pical climates, aneil weftl 
ooosequeody very unwilliog to endure· die se'Ver
ities of. a high northern latitude. It: was thue
fora ""ted, that they should' go in· search: (j{l 

the pusag.e to the south of Virginia. 
In. a few days they saw land extencrmgnortb~ 

aad tenninating. in. a remarkable headland" which 
he recognised to be Cape Cod. WIShing- to 
double the headland, be sent SODl8- of the mea 
in the boat to sound along the shore, before 
venturing nearer with the ship. . The water was 
6\'1e fathoms deep within bowshot of the shore, 

-ana, landing, they found, as the Journal inhms 
us:, "goodly grapes and l!OSe trees," which they 
brought on boud with· them. He then weighed 
anchor, and· advanced • fill' 88 tne· northern' e][oo 
tremitY' of, the headlandl * mere: he' heard the 

• There is some confusion in that part of the Jour
na:l, in which these particulars are related. The north
ernmost point of Cape Cod is in the latitude of 42" '1'. 
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1Oioe of some one calling to them; and, thinking 
it' possible' some' unfortunate European might have' 
,hn: left there, he immediately despatched some· 
of. the. men to the shore. They found only a few 
savages; bul1, 8.& these appeared very friendly, 

But the first "headland';' described in thelournal W88 

iIi 41° 45', which corresponds very nearly with the south 
, end o( Chatham Beach. The course thence pursued 
.a .. to die southeast, and we are told, two days aftel'" 
wuds,. of another headlaDd, "that lyeth. in 41° l()l." 
And the joumalist adds, "This, is that headland, which, 
~aptaine Bartholomew Gosnold discovered in the yeere 
1602, and called Cape COd, because of the store of cod
flsh that be found thereabout." But, if the latitude u 
Jiere statled be correct, this headland was that o( the 
IOUthwest point of Nantucket. 

De Laet's great work on the "New World" wu 
published at Leyden, in the year 1625. He is said to 
have had in his possession a part of the 10urnal of this 
voyage, written by Hudson himself. He tells us, that 
Hudson first saw the land in latitude 41° 43', and, sup
posing it to be an island, called it New Holland; but 
that he afterwards discovered it to be connected with 
the continent, and the same as the White Cape, or Cape 
Cod, (promontorium Blancum, sive Cod.) He moreover 
adds, that Hudson ascertained this cape to be ·seventy
ive mile. farther westward from EllfOpe, than the po
lillion _signed to it in· the charts.-NolIU OrbV, Lib. 
m. c. OZ. These discrepancies may perhaps, be in some. 
degree accounted for by the inaccuracy of the lati
tudes, or errors of figures in transcribing or printing 
the lournal; but, after all, it is doubtful what parts .f 
the promontory of Cape Cod were seen by HudsoD. 
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they brought one of them on board, where they 
gave him refreshments, and also a present of 
three or four glass buttons, with which he seemed 
greatly delighted. The. savages were observed 
to have green tobacco, and pipes, the bowls of 
which were made of clay, and the stems of 
red 'copper. 

The wind not being favorable for passing west 
of this headland into the bay, Hudson deter-

. mined to explore the coast farther south; and 
the next day he saw the southern· point of 
Cape Cod, which had been discovered and 
named by Bartholomew Gosnold, in the year 
1602. He passed in sight of Nantucket and 
;Martha's Vineyard, and continued a southerly 
course till the middle of August, when he ar
rived at the entrance of Chesapeake Bay. 
"This," says the writer of the Journal, "is the 
entrance into the King's river,· in Virginia, 
where our Englishmen are."t The colony, un
der the command of Newport, consisting of one 
hundred and five persons,· among whom were 
Smith, Gosnold, Wingfield, and Ratcliffe, had 
arrived here a little more th!ln two years before; 

I and, if Hudson could have landed, he would have 
enjoyed the satisfaction of seeing and conversing 
with his own countrymen, and in his own lan-

* James River, thus called in honor of King James. 
t Purchas's Pilgri'l1l8, Vol. III. p. 589. 
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gqage, in the midst of the forests of the New 
World. But the wind was blowing a gaJe from 
the northeast, and, probably dreading a shore with 
wh~ch he was unacquainted, he made no attempt 
to find them. 

He continued to ply to the south for several 
days, till he reached the latitude of thirty-five 
degrees forty-one minutes, when he agaio changed 
his course to the north. It is highly probable, 
that, if the journal of the voyage had been kept 
by Hudson himself, we shoulg have been in
formed of his reasons for changing the sOutherly 
course at this point. The caust', however, is 
not difficult to conjecture. He had gone far 
enough to ascertain, that the information given 
him by Captain· Smith, with respect to a pas
sage into the Pacific south of Virginia, was in
correct; and he probably did not think it worth 
while to spend more time in so hopeless a search. 
He therefore retraced his steps; and, on the 28th 
of August, discovered Delaware. Bay, where he 
examined the currents, soundings, and the ap
pearance of the shores, without attempting to 
land. From this anchorage, he coasted north
wards, the shore appearing low, like sunken 
ground, dotted with islands, till the 2d of Sep
tember, when he saw the highlands of Never
sink, which, the journalist remarks, "is a very 
good land to fall with and a pleasant land to 

see." 
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The entrance into tbe soutbern waters o( N. 
York is thus deeoribed in the Journal. cc At 
three of the clock in the afternoon, we came 
tG th... great mem. So we stood along to the 
northernmost, tbinking. to bave' gone into it; but 
we' found it to bave a very sboal bar before it,. for 
we had but ten foot water. Then we cast about 
to, the solldiward, and (ound two fathoms, three 
fathoms, and three and a quarter, till W8 came 

. to the southern side of them; then we had fi,e 
and sUr fathoms, and anchored. So we sent in 
out' boat' to sound, and they (ound no less water 
than (our, five, six, and seven' (atooms, and re
turned in an· hour and a half. So we weighed and 
weIIt in, and rode in five fathoms, oozy ground, 
and· saw many salmons, and mullets, and rays' 
Tf!rJ great." The next morning, having 'aseer
uUaed by sending in the boat, tbat there: was II 

very good barbor before him, be ran in', and- an
choFed at two cables' length from the shore., This 
ftS within Sandy Hook Bay. 

He was very soon visited by the- natiVes, who, 
came on· board his. vessel, and seemed to be great
ly rejoiced- at his' arrival among them. They 
~t pen tobacco, 'wbich they desired to 

e.change ilr knives and beads; and HudsGIt ob
&er'geCf, that. they' had copper pipes, and OlD .... 

ments of copper. They also appeared to ha,& 
plenty of maize, from which they mader good 

Digitized by Google 



,..---------

\ . 

HBNay HUDSON. ~19 

lnad~ 'Fheir. dress was of deerskins, well cured, 
and hanging loosely' about them.· There is a 
tradition, that some of his meo, being sent, ouf 
to fish, landed on (Coney Island. They found 
the soil sandy, but supporting a vast Dumber of 
plum trees loaded with fruit, and grape vines 
growing round tliem." 

'Fhe Oftt day,. thlt men, being sent in the 
1Io&t. to' explore the: baY' still frier, landed, 
probablyr 001 the: Jersey Shore, where they were 
'tery kindly redei\led by the' savages, who gav~ 
dum plenty. of eobacoo. They' found the' land 
so\'ered with larg~' oaks. Sevl!ral' of the natives 
aIao eame: Olll board~ dreseed' in mantles of (eath .. 
em' and final furs.. Arnoog die presents they 
brought, were dried currants, which were' found 
extremel),! palatabl~ 

Sooq afterwards frYe of the men were sent' ill 
the ooat tb examine the north side, of the bar, 
and sound the river,. which was perceived at the 
distance' of mUll leagues. They passed througb 
the Narrows" sounding all along, and saw' U Ii 
Il81'l!()W river to the westward, between 1!WO' 

.lands,"; suppoSed 10 be Stateo·lB1and and ~ 
gea Neck. They desaribed the! lIlnll as: coveiW 
with, trees, grass, ~d flOWed; and' filled Mtii d~ 
19JiIfuJ. fragrance.: On dleir re1bm .. the' !!hip)-

"Y.S·8Dd. .• _tAS"81~qf /IIaJI' YorN; Vet I. P 
i10. ' 
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tbey were assaulted by two canoes, one contain
iog twelve, and the other fourteen savages. It 
was nearly dark, and the rain which was falling 
had extinguished their match, so that they could 
only trust to tbeir oars for escape. One of the 
men, John Colman, who bad accompanied Hud
BOn on his first voyage, was killed by an 1llTOW 

shot into his throat, and two more were wound
ed. The darkness probably saved them from 
the savages, but at the same time it prevented 
tbeir finding tbe vessel; so tbat they did not 
return till the neltt day, when they appeared 
bringing the body of their comrade. Hudson 
ordered him to be carried on shore and buried, 
and named the place, in memory of tbe event, 
Colman's Point. * 

He now expected an attack from the natives, 
and accordingly hoisted in the boat, and erected 
a sort of bulwark along the sides of the vessel, 
for tbe better defence. But these precautions 
were needless. Several of the natives came on 
board, but in a friendly manner, wishing to ex
change tobacco and Indian com for the tritleli 
which tbe sailors could spare them. They did 
not appear to know any thing of the affiay, which 
had taken place. But, the day after, two large 
canoes came off' to the vessel, the one filled 

• Probably the point since known u BIDdy Hook. 
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with anned men, the other under the pretence 
of tiading. Hudson, however, would only allow 
two of the savages to come on board, keeping the 
rest at a distance. The two who came on ,board 
were detained, and Hudson dressed them up in 
red coats; the remainder returned to the shore. 
Presently another canoe, with two men in it, 
came to the vessel. Hudson also detained one 
of these, pmbably wishing -to keep him as a 
hostage; but he very soon jumped overboard, 
and swam to the shore. On the 11th Hudson 
sailed through the Narrows, and anchored in 
New York -bay. 
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B_oa ttploru the RiNr wAic/& 1&OtD bearl' Ail 
.N""". -.FMtIpe of .,Ae HOftagU. - Slra •. 
&perilnent tDi.A ,Ae NtJltrJet •. -IlncIw,.. near 
tlae pr:e1I6f&t ,Sate of .JJlbany. - .RetUJ'fU dotDta 
Me .River. -- Battle willa tlae NatitlU, near 
,Hoboken.. - &ill from l1&e Bay, au leaHi 
.JImerit:". -.JIm.u i. Eraglaad. 

HUDSON now prepared to explore ·the mag.
nificent river, which came rolling its waters into 
the sea' from unknown regions. Whither he 
would be conducted in tracing its course, he 
could form no conjecture. A hope may be 
supposed to have entered his mind, that the 
long desired passage to the Indies was now at 
length discovered; that here was to be the end 
of his toils; that here, in this mild climate, and 
amidst . these pleasant scenes, was to be found 
that object, which he had sought in vain through 
the snows and ice of the Arctic zone. With a 
glad heart, then, he weighed anchor, on the 
12th of September, and commenced his mem
orable voyage up that majestic stream, which 
now bears his name • 

. The wind only allowed him to advance a few 
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milestbe ;6rst t.wo days ofthe voyage; but the 
time, which be was obliged to spend .at anobor, 
was I(UUy I occupied in :tn.ding with the ·natives, 
who . came off from :tbe . shore in great numbers, 
bringing oysters and V'egetables. He obserN'ed 
that they :bad .copper pipes, and earthen ,vessels 
to,eook their meat,in. They seemed very:hai'm
less and well disposed; b~ .the crew were un
willing.1o trust these 'appearanc~, and would 
Bot ·allow..any of~them.to lcome on :board. The 
next day, a fine breeze springing up .from the 
southeast, :he WII8. able ,10 make great 'progress, 
80 I that .De !anobo~ 'at :night nearly forty miles 
from ,ibe place o( ·Starting in the morning. ·l:Ie 
dJ8erves, :that . ":here the ·land grew :v_y high 
and 'Mountainous," so ,that he .had .undoubtedly 
.anchored ·in the .midst oc. the .fine scenery o( 
·the Highlands. 

'When . be awoke lin the moming,he (ound a 
.heavy mist o\'erhanging . 'he river 'and its shores, 
1IDd :conceaIing the summits o( the mountains. 
But it .was dispelled by.the sun in a short time; 
'and, taking adYantage o( a f8ir wind, he weighed 
anchor, and continued the voyage. A little cw.. 
'cumstance . occulTed this morning, ·which was des
tined :to be afterwards painfully remembered. 
The two savages, whom he held as hostages, 
made their esoape through the portholes o( the 
vessel. and swam to the shore; and, as soon 
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as tbe ship was under sail, tbey took pains to 
express their indignation at the treatment they 
had received, by uttering loud and angry cries. 
Towards night, he came to other mountains, 
which, he says, "lie from the river's side," and 
anchored, it is supposed, near the present site 
of Catskill Landing. "There," says the Jour
nal, "we found very loving people, and very 
old men; where we were well used. Our boat 
went to fish, and caught great store of very 
good fish."· 

The next morning, September 16th, the men 
were sent again to catch fish, but were not so 
successful as they had been the day before, in 
consequence of the savages having been there 
in their canoes all night. A large number of 
the natives came off to the ship, bringing Indian 
corn, pumpkins, and tobacco. The day was con': 
sumed .in trading with the natives, and in filling 
the casks with fresh water; so that they did not 
weigh anchor till towards night. After sailing 
about five miles, finding th~ water shoal, they , 
came to anchor, probably near ·the spot where 
the city of Hudson now stands. The weather 
was hot, and Hudson determined to set his men 
at work in the cool of the· morning. He ac
cordingly, on the 17th, weighed anchor at dawn, 

• Piuchas's PUgrifM, V-ol. III. p. 593. 
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and ran up the river about fifteen miles; when, 
finding shoalS'and small islands, he thought it best 
to anchor again. Towards night, the vessel hav
ing drifted near the shore, grounded in shoal 
water, but was easily drawn off, by carrying out 
the small anchor. She was aground again in a 
short time in the channel, but, the tide rising, ' 
she Boated .0fF. 

The two days following, he advanced only 
about five miles, being much occupied by his 
intercourse with the natives •. Being in the neigh
borhood of the present town of Castleton, he 
went on shore, where, he 'was very kindly re
ceived by an old savage, "the governor of the 
country," who took him to his house, and gave 
him the best cheer he could. At his anchorage, 
also, five miles above this place, the natives came 
fiocking on board, bringing a great variety of ar
ticles, such as grapes, pumpkins, beaver and otter 
skins, which they exchanged for beads, knives, 
and hatchets, or whatever triBes the sailors could 
spare them. The next day was Occupied in ex
ploring the river; four men being sent in the 
boat, under the command of the mate, for that 
purpose. They ascended several miles, and found 
the channel narrow, and in some places only two 
fathoms deep, but, after that, seven or eight fath
oms. In the afternoon, they returned to the ship. 
Hudson resol ved to pursue the examination of 
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the channel on the fonowing morning, bot was 
~terrupted by the number of nati,,*, who came 
on board. Finding that be was not likely to gain 
any progress this day, he sent the carpenter 
uhore to prepare a new foreyard; and, in the 
mean time, prepared to make an extraordinary 
experiment on board. 

From the whole tenor of the' Journal, it is 
evident, that great distrust was entertained by 
Hudson and his men towards the natives. He 
DOW determined to ascertain, by intoxicating some 
of the chiefs, and thus throwing them off their 
guard, whether tbey were plotting any treachery. 
He accordingly invited several of them into the 
cabin, and gave them plenty of brandy to drink. 
One of these men had his wife with bim, who, 
the Journal informs us, "sate so modestly as any 
one of our countrywomen would do in a strange 
place"; but the men had less delicacy, and were 
soon quite merry with the brandy. One of them, 
who had been '0Ii hoard from the first arrival of 
the ship, was' completely intoxicated, and fell 
sound asleep, to the great astonishment of his 
companions, who probably feared 'that he had 
been poisoned j for they all took to their canoes 
and made for the shore, leaving their unlucky 
comrade on hoard. Their anxiety for his welfare, 
however, soon induced them to return; and they 
brought a quantity of beads, which they gave 
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him, perhaps to enable him to purchase his free
dom from the 'spell that had been laid upon him. 

The poor savage slept quietly all night, and, 
when his friends came to visit him the next morn
ing, they found him quite well. This restored 
their confidence, so that they came to the ship 
again in crowds, in the afternoon, bringing vari
ous presents for Hudson. Their visit, which was 
one of unusual ceremony, is thus described in the 
Journal. "So, at three of the ~lock in the after
noon, they came-aboard, and brought tobacco and 
more beads, and gave them to our master, and 
made an dration, and showed him all the coun
try round about. Then they sent one of their 
company on land, who presently returned, and 
brought a great platter full of venison, dressed 
by' themselves, and the)'. caused him to eat with 
them. Then they made him reverence, and de- -
parted, all save the old ma~ that lay aboard."" 

At, night the mate returned in the boat, having 
been sent again to explore the river. He re
ported, that he had ascended eight or nine leagues, 
and- found but seven feet of water, and irregular 
soundings. _ 

It was evidently useless to attempt to ascend 
the river any further with the ship, and Hudson 
therefore determined to return. We may well 

• P~hu'8 PilgrimI, VoL m. p. fi9(. 
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imagine, that he was satisfied already ~th the 
result of the voyage, even supposing him to have , 
been disappointed in not finding here a passage to 
the Indies. He had ex plored a great and na vi
gable river to the distance of nearly a hundred 
and forty miles; he had found the country along 
the banks extremely fertiJe, the climate delight
ful, and the scenery displaying every variety of 
beauty and grandeur; and he knew tbat he had 
opened the way .for his patrons to possessions, 
which might prove of inestimable value. 

It is supposed, that the highest place which 
the Half Motm reached in the river, was the 
neighborhood of the present site of Albany; and 
that the boats, being sent out to explore, as
cended as high as Waterford, and probably some 
distance beyond. The voyage down the river 
was not more expeditious than it had been in 
ascending; the prevalent winds were southerly, 
and for several days the ship could advance but 
·very slowly. The time, however, passed agree
ably, in making excursions on the shore; where 
they found "good ground for com and other gar
den herbs, with a great store of goodly oaks, 
and walnut trees, and chesnut trees, ewe trees, 
and trees of sweet woodin great abundance, 
and great store of slate for houses, and other 
good stones;" or in receiving visits from the· na
tives, who came off to the ship in. numbers. 
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Wbile Hudson was at anchor near the spot 
where the city bearing his' name now stands, 
two canoes came from tbe place wbere the scene 
of tbe intoxication bad occurred, and in one of 
them was the old man, who had been the suf
ferer under the stran"ge experiment. 'lie brought 
another old man with him, who presented Hud
son with a string of beads, and "showed all the 
country there about, as though it were at his 
command." Hudson entertained tbem at dinner, 
witb four of their women, and in the afternoon 
dismissed them with presents. 

He continued the voyage down the river, taking , 
advantage of wind and tide as he could, and em
ploying tbe time, when at anchor, in fisbing or 
in trading witb the natives, who came to the ship 
nearly every day, till, on the Istof October, be 
anchored near Stony Point. 

Tbe vessel was no sooner perceived from the' 
sbore to be stationary, than a party of the qa
tive mountaineers came off in their canoes to 
visit it, and were filled with wonder at every 
thing it contained. While the attention of the 
crew was taken up with their visiters upon deck, ' 
one of the savages managed to run his canoe 
under the stern, and, climbing' up the rudder, 
found his way into the cabin by the window; 
where, having seized a pillow and a few articles 
of wearing apparel, be made off with them in 



230 A.E1UOA. BIOGBAPSr. 

the canoe. The mate detected him as he Bed, 
fired at, and killed him. Upon this, all the other 
savages departed with the utmost precipitation; 
some taking to their canoes, and others plunging 
into the water. The boat was manned and sent 
after the stolen goods, whicD were easily recov
ered; but, as the men were returning to the 
vessel, one of the savages, who were in the water, 
seized hold of the keel of the boat, with the in
tention, as was su'pposed, of upsetting it. The 
cook took a sword and lopped his hand oir, and 
the poor wretch .immediately sunk. They then 
weighed anchor and advanced about five miles. 

The next day, Hudson descended about seven 
leagues, and anchored. Here he was visited' in a" 
canoe by ODe of the two savages, who had es
~ped from the ship as he was going up. But 
fearing treachery, he would not allow him or 
his companions to come on board. Two' canoes 
filled with armed warriors then came under the • 
stem, and commenced an attack with arrows. 
The men fired at them with their muskets, and 
ki11ed three of them. More than a hundred sav
ages now came down upon the nearest point of 
land, to shoot at the vessel. One of the can
non was brought to bear upon these warriors, 
and, at the first discharge, two of them were 
killed, IJDd the rest fled to the woods. 

The savages wE;re Dot yet discouraged. Tbey 
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bad, doubtless, been instigated to make this at
tack by the two, who escaped near West Point, 
and who had probably incited their countrymen 
by the story of their imprisonment, as well as 
by representing to them the value of the spoil, 
if they could capture the vessel, and the. small 
number of men who guarded it. Nine or ten of 
the boldest warriors now threw themselves into 
a canoe, and put off towards the ship; but a 
shot from the cannon made a hole in the canoe, 
and killed one of the men. This was followed 
by a discharge of musketry, which destroyed three 
or four more. This put an end to the battle; 
and in the evening, having descended about five 
miles, Hudson anchored in a part of the river 
out of the reach of bis enemies, probably near 
Hoboken. . 

Hudson had now explored the bay of New 
York, and tbe noble stream which pours into it 
from the north. For his employers he had se
cured possessions, which would beyond measure 
reward them for the expense they had. incurred 
in fitting out the expedition. For himself, he 
had gained a name, that was destined to live in 
the gratitude of a great nation, through unnum
bered generations. Happy in the result oC his 
labors, and in the brilliant promise they afforded, 
he spread bis sails again for the Old World, on 
the 4th of October, and, in a little more than a 
month, arrived safely at Dartmouth, in England. 
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The Journal kept by Juet ~nds abruptly at 
this place. The question, therefore, immediately 
arises, whether Hudson pursued his voyage to 
Holland, or whether he remained in England, and· 
sent the vessel home. Several Dutch authors 
assert, that Hudson was not allowed, after reach
ing England, to pursue his voyage to Amsterdam; 
and this seems highly probable, when we remem
ber the well known jealousy with which the mari
time enterprises of the Dutch were regarded by _ 
King James. 

Whether Hudson went .to Holland himself, or 
not, it seems clear from various circumstances, 
that he secured to the Dutch Company all the 
benefits of his discoveries, by sending to them his 
papers and charts. It is worthy of note, that the 
earliest histories of this voyage, with the excep
tion of Juet's Journal, were published by Dutch 
authors. Moreover, as we have already seen, 
Hudson's own Journal, or some portion of it at 
least, was in Holland, and was used by De Laet 
previously to the publication of Juet's Journal in 
Purchas's Pilgrims. But the most substantial 
proof, that the Dutch enjoyed the benefit of his . 
discoveries earlier than any other nation, is the 
fact, that the very next year they were trading 
in Hudson's River; which it is not probable would 
have happened, if they had not had possession 
of Hudson's charts and Journal. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Hud.OfI,'. Fourth Voyage. - He engages in tke 
Service of the London Company. - Sails to 
letland. :.- DiBturba1U!e. among hi. Crew.
AdtJance. we.tward. -In great Danger from 
the lce.-Enters and e:t:plorei Htuhon'. Bay. 
- UnsuccuBfol in the Search for a Western 
PaIBage. -Determinu to winter in the Bay. 

THE success of Hudson's last voyage probably 
stimulated the London Company to take him 
again into their employment, arid to fit out an
other vessel in search' of that great object of dis
covery, tbe northwest passage. We find him 
setting out 'on a voyage, under their auspices, 
early in the spring of ]610. His crew num
bered several' persons, who were destined to act 
a conspicuous part in the melancholy even~ 9f 
this expedition. Among these were Robert Ju
et, who had already sailed with him as mate in 
two 'of his voyages; Habakuk Pricket, a man 
of some intelligeQCe and education, who had been 
in the service of Sir Dudley Digges, one of the 
London Company, and from whose Journal we 
learn chiefly the events of the voyage; and 
Henry Greene, of whose character and circum-
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stances it is necessary here to give a brief ac
count. 

It appean from the Journal, that Greene was 
a young man of good abilities and education, bom 
of highly respectable parents, but of such aban
doned character, that he had forced his family 
~ east him ow. Hudson found him in this eon.t 
dition, took pity upon him, and received him 
into his house in London. When it was de
termined, that he should command this expedi
tion, Hudson resolved to take Greene with him, 
in the hope, that, by exciting his ambition, and 
by withdrawing him from his accustomed haunts, 
he might reclaim him. Greene was also a good ' 
penman, and would be useful to Hudson in that 
capacity. With much difficulty Greene's mother 
was penuaded to advance four pounds, to buy 
clothes for him; and, at last, the money was 
placed in the hands of an agent, for fear that 
it would be wasted if given directly to him. He 
was not registered in the Company's books, nor 
did he sail in their pay; but Hudson, to stim
ulate him to reform, promised to give him wages, 
and on his return to get him appointed one of 
the Prince's guards, provided he should behave 
well on the voyage. 

Hudson was' also accompanied, as usual, by 
his son. The crew consisted of twenty-three 
men; and the vessel was named the DilCOfJery. 
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The London Company had insisted upon Hud
son's taking in the ship a person, who was to 
aid him by his knowledge and experience, and 
in whom they felt great' confidence. This ar
rangement seems to have been very disagreea
ble to Hudson, as he put the man into another 
vessel before he reached the mouth of the 

. Thames, and sent· him back to London, with a 
letter to his employers stating his reasons for so 
'doing. What these reasons were, we can form 
no conjecture, as there is no hint given in the 
Journal. 

He sailed from London on the 17th of April, 
1610. Steering north from the mouth of the 
Thames, and passing in sight of the northern 
part of Scotland, the Orkney, Shetland, and Faroe 
Isles, and having, in a little more than a month, 
sailed along the southern coast of Iceland, where 
he could see the flames ascending from, Mount 
Hecla, he anchored in a bay on the western 
side of that island. Here they found a spring . , 
so. hot, that "it would· scald a fowl," in which 
the crew bathed freely. At this place, Hudson 
discovered signs of a turbulent and mutinous dis
position in his crew. The chief plotter seems 
to have been Robert Juet, the mate. Before 
reaching Iceland, Juet had remarked to one of 
the crew, that there would be bloodshed before 
the voyage was over; and he was evidently at 
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that time contriving some mischief.- While the 
ship was at anchor in this bay, a circumstance 
occurred, which gave Juet an opportunity to com
mence his intrigues. It is thus narrated by 
Pricket. 

"At Iceland, the surgeon and he [Henry 
Greene] feJl out in Dutch, and he bea~ him 
ashore in English, which set all the company in 
a rage, so that we had much ado to get the 
surgeon aboard. I told the master of it, but be 
bade me let it alone; for, said, he, the surgeon 
had a tongue that would wrong the best friend 
he had. But Robert Juet, the master's mate, 
would needs bum his finger in the embers, and 
told the carpenter a long tale, when' he was drunk, 
that our master had brought in Greene to crack 
his credit that should displease bim; which words 
came to the master's ears, who, when he under
stood it, would have gone back to Iceland, when 
he was forty leagues from thence, to have sent 
home his mate, Robert Juet, in a fisherman. 
But, being otherwise persuaded, all was well. ,So 
Henry Greene stood upright, and very inward 
with the master, and was a serviceable man every 
way for manhood; but for religion, he would say, 
he was clean paper, whereon he might write 
what he would."t 

• Wydhouse's note; Purchaa's PilgrimI, Vol. IlL p.609 • 
.t Purchaa's Pilgrim8, Vol. IlL P. 601. 
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He sailed from Iceland on the lst of June, 
and for several days Juet continued to instigate 
the crew to mutiny, persuading th,em to put the 
ship about and return to England. "" This, as 
we have seen, came to the knowledge of Hud
son, and he threatened to send Juet back, but 
was finally pacified. In a few days he made the 
coast of Greenland, which appeared very moun
tainous, the hills rising like sugar loaves, and 
covered with snow. But the ice was so thick 
all along the shore, that it was found impossible 
to land. He therefore steered for the south of 
Greenland, \yhere he encountered great numbers 
of whales. Two of these monsters passed under 
the ship, but did no harm; for which the jour
nalist was devoutly thankful. Having doubled 

, the southern point of Greenland, he steered north
west, passed in sight of Desolation Island, in the 
neighborhood of which he saw a huge island or 
mountain of ice, and continued northwest till the 
latter. part of June, when he came in sight of 
land bearing north, which he supposed to be an 
island set down in his chart in the northerly part 
of Davis's Strait. His wish was to sail along the 
western coast of this island, and thus get to the 
north of it; but adverse winds and the ql1anti~ 

• Wydhouse's note; Purchas's PilgrimB, Vol. m. p. 
609. 
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ties of ice, which he encountered every day, pre
Tented him. 
, Being south of this land, he fell into a current 

setting westwardly, which he followed, but was 
in constant danger fiom the ice. One day, an 
enormous mountain of ice turned over near the 
ship, but fortunately without touching it. This 
served as a warning to keep at a distance fiom 
these masses, to prevent the ship from being 
crushed by them. He encountered a severe 
storm, which brought the ice so thick about the 
ship, that he judged it best to run her among 
the largest masses, and there let her lie. In this 
situatioo, says the journalist, "some of our men 
fell sick; I will not say it was of fear, although 
I saw small sign of other grief." As soon as 
the storm abated, Hudson endeavoured to extri
cate himself from the ice. Wherever any open 
space appeared, he directed his course, sailing in 
almost every direction;' but the longer he con
tended with the ice, the more completely did 
he seem to be enclosed, till at last he could go 
no further., The ship seemed to be hemmed 
in on every side, and in danger of being soon 
closely wedged, so as to be immovable. In this 
perilous situation, even the stout heart of Hud
son almost yielded to the feeling of despair; and, 
as he afterwards confessed to one of the men, he 
thought he should never escape from the ice, but 
that he was doomed to perish there. 
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He did not, however, allow his crew, at the 
time, to be aware what his apprehensions really 
were; but, assembling them all around him, he 
brought out his ohart, and showed them that they 
had advanced, in this direction a hundred leagUes 
further than any Englishman had done before; 
and gave them their choice whether to proceed, 
or to return home. The men could come to no 
agreement; some were in favor of returning, 
others were for pushing forward. This was prob
ably what Hudson expected; the men were mu
tinous, and yet knew not what they wanted 
themselves. Having fairly convinced them of 
this, it was easier to set them at work to extri
cate the ship from her immediate danger. After 
much time and labor, they made room to ium 
the ship round, and then by little and little they 
worked their way along' for a league or two, 
when they found a clear sea. 

The scene which has just been described, seems 
indeed a subject worthy of the talents of a skil
ful painter.' The fancy of the artist would rep
resent the dreary and frightful appearance of the 
ice-covered sea, stretching away as far as the eye 
could reach~ a bleak and boundless waste; the 
dark and broken clouds driving across the -fitful 
sky; the ship motionless amidst the islands and 
mountains of ice, her shrouds and sails being 
fringed and stifFened with the frozen spray. On 
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the deck would appear the form of Hudson him
self, dIsplaying the chart to his men; his coun
tenance care-worn and sad, but still concealing, 
under the appearance of caJomess and indiffer
ence, the apprehensions and forebodings, which 
harrowed his mind. About him would be seen 
the rude and ruffian-like men; some examining 
the chart with eager curiosity, some glaring on 
their commander with eyes of hatred and ven
geance, and expressing in their looks those mur
derous intentions, which they at last so fatally 
executed. 

Having reached a clear sea, Hudson pursued 
his course northwest, aod in a short time saw 
land bearing southwest, which appeared very 
mountail\ous aod covered with snow. This he 
named Duire PrOfJoke,. He had now entered 
the Strait which bears his name, and, steering west, 
he occupied nearly the whole month of July in 
passing through it. To the various. capes, islands, 
and promontories, which he saw, he gave names 
either in commemoration of some circumstance, 
which happened at the time, or in honor of per
sons and. places at home, or else for the reward 
of the discoverer, 

Some islands, near which he anchored, and 
where his ship was but just saved from the rocks, 
he called the Llu of Gotl's Mercie,. On the 

.19th, he passed a point of land, which he named 
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Hold with Hope. To the main land, which he 
soon after discovered, he gave the name of 
Magna Britannia. On the 2d of september, 
he saw a headland on the northern shore, which 
he named &lisbury'" Foreland; and, running 
southwest from this point about fourteen leagues, 
he entered a passage not more .than five miles 
in width, the southern cape at the entrance of 
which he named Cape Wor,~olme, and that 
on the north. side, Cape Diggu. 

He now hoped, that the passage to the west
ern sea was open before him, and that the great 
discovery was at length achieved. He there
fore sent a number of the men on shore a, 
Cape Digges, to ascend the hills, in the h~ 
that they would see the great ocean open to 
them beyond the Strait. The exploring party, 
however, were prevented from making any dis
covery, by a violent thundel' storm, which soon 
drove· them back to the ship. They saw plenty 
of deer, and soon after espied a number of small 
piles of stones, which they at first supposed 
must be the work of some civilized person. 
On approaching them, and lifting up ODe of 
the stones, they found them to be hollow, and 
6Ued with fowls, hung by the neck. They 
endeavored to persuade their cobunaDdel' to waU 
here, til). they could provision the ship fl'QUll the 
stores, which were thus remarkably provided for 
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them. But his ardor was so great to find his 
way into tbe ocean, which he felt convinced was 
immediately in tbe vicinity, tbat he could suffer 
no delay, but ordered bis men to weigh anchor 
at once; a precipitancy which be had afterwards 
reason bitterly to regret. Hawng advanced about 
ten leagues through the Strait, he came into the 
great open Bay or sea which bears his name. 

Having entered the Bay, he pursued a south
erly course for nearly a month, tm he arrived 
at the bottom of the Bay; when, finding that he 
was diSappointed in his expectation of thus reach
ing tbe western seas, he changed his' course to 
the north, in order to retrace his .!lteps. On 
the 10th of September, he found it neceBbaJ1 
to inquire into the conduct of some of the men, 
whose mutinous disposition had manifested itself 
a good deal of late. Upon investigation, it ap
peared, ,that the mate, Robert Juet, and Fran
cis Clement, the boatswain, had been the most 
forward in exciting a spirit of insubordination. 
The conduct of Juet at Iceland was again 
brought up, and, as it appeared that both he and 
Clement had' been lately plotting against the 
commander~ they were both deposed, and Rob
ert Billet was a~pointed mate, and William Wil-
son boatswain. _ 

The remaining part of September and all 
October were. passed in exploring the great Bay. 
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At times the weather was so bad, that they 
were compelled to run into some bay and an
chor ; and in one of the storms they were 
obliged to cut away the cable, and so lost their 
anchor. At another time they ran upon a sunken 
ledge of rocks, where the ship stuck fast for 
twelve hours, but was at last got off without 
being much injured. The last of October hav
ing now arrived, and winter beginning to set in, 
Hudson ran the vessel into a small bay, and 
sent a party in search of a good place to in
trench themselves till the spring. They. soon 
found a convenient station; and, bringing the 
ship thither, they hauled her aground. This 
was on the lst of November. In ten days they 
were . completely frozen in, ·and the ship firmly 
fixed in the ice. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

DretIf'J PrOlpUt lor tAe WiRIer. - DishWbtJ1lCU 
_ &jferirag, 01 the Cre",. - .Unexputed 
Supply 01 ProfJiriofu. - Distru. /rIM Film
ine.- HudMna ,.r.lrO'M Ais WvateriAg-Place. 
- Mutiny 01 Greim tmd Other,. - Fate of 
Hudllm and FAgAt of the Crew. - Fate of 
Greem and OtAer. 01 the MiUineen. - Be
tum of tle Veud to England. 

THE prospect for Hudson and his men was 
DOW dreary and clishearteniug. In addition to 
the rigors of a long winter, in a high northem 
latitude, they had to apprehend the suffering, 
which would arise from a scarcity of provisions. 
The vessel had been victualled for six months, 
and that time having now expired, and their 
stores falling short, while, at the same time, the 
chance of obtaining supplies from hunting and 
fishing was very precarious, it was found neces
sary to put the crew upon an allowance. In 
order, however, to stimulate the men to greater 
exertions, Hudson offered a reward or bounty 
for every bellst, fish, or fowl, which they should 
kill; hoping, that in this' way the scanty stock 
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of provisions might be made to hold out tiD 
the breaking up of the ice in the spring. 

About the middle of November, Johri Wil
liams, the gunner, died. We are not informed 
wbat was his disease, but we are led to sup
pose from the Journal, that his death was has
tened, if ~ot caused, by the unkind treatment he 
experienced &om Hodson. It appears very ~'fi. 
dent from the simple narration by Pricket, that 
"the master," as he calls him, had become hasty 
and irritable in his temper. This is more to be 
regretted, than woodered at. The continual bard
ships and disappointments, to which be had been 
exposed, and especially the last unhappy failure 
in discovering tbe northwest· passage, when he 
had believed himself actually' within Bight of it, 
must have operated powerfully upon an ardent 
and enthusiastic ~d like bis, in whieh the feel
ing of regret at failure is always proportionate to 
the strength and confidence of hope when first 
&roed. In addition to this, tbe tro.ublesome 
disposition of the crew, which must have caused 
ceaseless anxiety, undoubtedly contributed much 
to disturb his calmness and self-po8IUlssion, and 
render him precipitate and irritable in his con
duct. Many proofs of this soon occurred. 

The death of the gunner was followed by 
consequences, which ~ay be regarded as the . be
ginning of troubles, that in the end proved fatal. 
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It appears, tbat it was the custom in those times, 
when a man died at sea, to seU his clothes to 
the crew by auction. In one respect, Hudson 
violated this custom, and probably gained DO little 
ill will thereby. The gunner had a gray cloth 
gown or wrapper, which Henry Greene had set 
his heart upon possessing; and Hudson, wishing 
to gratify his favorite, refused to put it up to 
public sale, but gave Greene the sole choice of 
purchasing it. 

Not long after this, Hudson ordered the car
penter to go on shore, and build a. house, or 
hut, for the accommodation of the crew. The 
man replied, that it would now be impossible to do 
such a piece of work, from the severity of the 
weather, and the quantity Qf snow. The house 
ought to have been erected when they had first 
fixed their station there, but now it was too late, 
and Hudson had refused to have it done at first. 
The carpenter's refusal to perform the work ~x
cited the anger of the master to such a degree, 
that he drove him violently from the Cabin, using 
the most opprobrious language, and finallytbreat
ening to hang him. 

Greene appeared to take sides with the car
penter, which made Hudson so angry, that he 
gaVE! the gown, which Greene had t;:oveted so 
much, to Billet, the mate; telling Greene, with 
much abusive language, that, as not one of his 
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friends at home would trust him to the value of 
twenty shillings, he could not be expected to 
trust him for the value· of tbe gown; and that, 
as for wages, he should have none if he did not 
behave better. These bitter taunts sunk deep 
into Greene's heart, and no doubt incited him 
to further mutinous conduct. 

The sufferings of tbe men were not less, during 
the winter, tban they had had reason to apprehend. 
Many of them were made lame, probably from 
chilblains and freezing their feet; and Pricket 
complains in the Journal, written after the close 
of _ the voyage, that . he was stiU suffering from 
the eft'ects of this winter. They were, however, 
much better supplied with provisions than tbey 
had anticipated. For three months they had 
such an abundance of white partridges about the 
ship, that they killed a l.undred dozen of them; 
and, on the departure of these, when spring 
came, they found a great plenty of swans, geese, 
ducks, and other waterfowl. 

Hudson was in hopes, when he saw these 
wild fowl, that they had come to breed in these 
regions, which would have rendered it much 
easier to catch them; but he found that they 
went still further north for this purpose. Before -
the ice had broken up, these birds too had disap
peared, and tbe horror of starvation began to 
stare them in the face. They were forced to 
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seBftlh the hills, woods, and nlleys, for any thin« 
that might afFord them subsistence j even the moss 
growing on tbe ground, and' disgusting reptiles, were 
not spared. Their sufferings were somewhat J'&o 

Heved, at last, by the use of a bud, which is 
deacribed u "(ull of turpentine matter."· Of 
these buds the surgeon made a decoction, which 
he gave tbe men to drink, and also applied them 
bot to their bodies, wberever any part was af
fected. This was undoubtedly very e1fectual in 

• curing the scurvy. 
About tbe time tbat the ic~ began to break 

up, they were visited by a savage, wbom Hud
son treated so well, that be returned the day 
after to the ship, bringing several skins, some 
of which be gave in return (or presents he bad 
received the day before. For others Hu~n 
traded with him, but made such hard bargains, 
that be never visited tbem again. As soon as 
the ice would allow o( it, some o( the meD were 
sent out to fish. The first day' tbey were very 
successful, catcbing about five hundred fish j 

but after this, they never succeeded in taking 
a quarter part o( this number in one day. Be
ing greatly distressed by want of proVlSlODS, 
Hudson took, tbe boat and, coasted along tbe 

• Probably the bud of the Tacamahaca tree, the Pop
ulHl 1HzlIamif- of Linneus. 
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bay to the southwest, in the hope of meetiBg 
some of the natives, from whom he might ob
tain supplies. He saw the woods blazing at a 
distance, where they had been set on fire by 
the natives; but he was not able at any time 
to come within sight of the people -themselYeS. 
After an ebsence of several days, he returned 
unsuccessful to the ship. 

The only effect of this -little expedition was 
defeating a conspiracy, formed by Greene, Wil
son, and some others, to seize the boat and 
make off with her. They were prevented &om 
putting this scheme in _ execution by Hudson's 
unexpected determination to use the boat him
self. Well would it have been for him, if they 
had been allowed to follow their wishes. 

-Having returned to the ship, and finding every 
thing now prepared for their departure accord· 
ing to his directions, before weighing anchor he' 
went through the mournful task of distributing 
to his crew the small remnant of the provisions, 
about a pound of bread to each man; which 
he did with tears in his eyes. He also gave 
them a bill of return, as a sort of certificate fOr 
any who might live to reach horne. Some of 
the men were so ravenous, that they devoured 
in a day or two the wbole of their allowance 
of bread. 

They sailed from the bay, in which they had 
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puaed the winter, about the middle of June, 
and, in three or four days, being surrounded 
with ice, were obliged to anchor. The bread 
he had given the men, aod a Cew pounds of 
cheese, whicb had remained, were consumed. 
Hudson now intimated to one oC the crew, that 
the chests oC all the men would be. searched, 
to find any provisions that might have been 
concealed there; and ordered him at tbe same 
time to bring all that was in his. The man' 
olieyed, and produced thirty cakes in a bag. 
This indiscretion' on the part oC Hudson appears 
to have greatly exasperated his crew, and to 
have been the immediate cause oC open' mutiny. 

They had been detained at anchor in the ice 
about a week, when the first signs of this mu
tiny appeared. Greene, and Wilson, the boat
swain, came in the night to Pricket, who was 
lying in his berth very lame, ,and told him, that 
they and several oC the crew had resolved to 
seize Hudson, and set him adrift in the boat, 
with all ~n board who were disabled by sick
ness; tbat there were but· few days' . provisions 
left, and the master appeared entirely irresolute 
which way to go; that for themselves they had 
eaten' nothing for three days; their only hope, 
therefore, was in taking command oC the ship, 
and escaping Crom these regions as quickly as 
possible; and that they would carry their plot 
into execution, or perish in the attempt. 
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Pricket remonstrated with them in the most 
eatDest manner, entreating them to abandon such 
a wicked intention, and reminding ,them of their 
wives and children, from whom they would be 

, banished for ever, if they stained themselves with 
so great a .crime. But all he could say had 
nQ . effect., He then besoqght them to delay the 
execution for three days, for -two days, for only 
twelve hours j but they sternly refused. Pricket 
then told them, that it was not their safety for 
wbich 'they were anxious, but that they were 
bent upon shedding blood and revenging them
selves, which made them so hasty. UWn this, 
Greene took up the bible which lay there, and 
s~ore upon it, that he would do.no man harm, 
and that what he did was for the good of the 
voyage, and for notbing else. Wilson tQOk the 
same oath, and after him came Juet and tbe 
other conspirators separately, and swore in the 
same words. The words of the oath are re
corded by Pricket, becauSe, after his return to 
England, he was much blamed for administering 
any oath, as he seemed by so doing ~o side with 
the mutineers. The oath, as administered by 
him, ran as follows; 

" You shall swear truth to, God, your Prince, 
and Country; you shall do nothing but to the 
glory of God and the good of the action in hand, 
and harm to no man.", How little regard was paid 
to this oath by the mutineers, will shortly appear. 
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It WI8 decided, that the plot should be put 
in exeeation at daylight; and, in the mean time, 
Greene went into Hudson's cabin to keep him 
oompany, and prevent bis SUSpHnoOS from being 
excited. They had detenniaed to pot tbe car
penter and John King into the boat with Hod
lOll tmd the aick, haviag some grudge against 
them (or their attachment to the master. King 
and the carpenter bad slept opon deck this nigbt. 
But about daybreak, King was observed to go 
down into the hold with the cook, who was 
going for water. Some ot the motineers ran and 
shot down the hatch over them, while Greene 
and another engaged the attention of the car
penter, so that be did not obse"e what was 
going on. 

Hodson now came op from tbe cabin, and was 
immediately seized by Thomas, and Bennet, the 
cook, who bad come op from the hold, while 
Wilson ran behind and bound his anns. He 
asked them what they meant,)1Dd they' told him 
be would' know when he was in the shallop. 
Hudson called on the carpenter to help him, 
telling him that he was bound; but he could 
render him no assistance, being surrounded by 
mutineers. In the mean time, Joet had gone 
down into the hold, where King was; but the 
latter, having anned himself with a sword,. at
tacked Juet, and would have killed him, if the 
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BOise had not been heard upon deck by the con
spirators, some of whom ran down and over
powered him. While this was done, two of the 
~ick men, Lodlo and Bute, boldly reproached 
their shipmates for their wickedness, telling them, 
that their knavery would show itseJt and that 
their actions were prompted by mere vengeance, .. 
not the wish to preserve their lives. But their 
words had no effect. 

The boat was now hauled along side, and the 
sick and lame were called up from their berths. 
Pricket crawled upon deck as well as he could, 
and Hudson, seeing him, called to him to come 
to the hatchway to speak with him. Pricket 
entreate~ the men, on hiS knees, for the love 
of God to remember their duty, and do as they 
would be done by; but they only told him to'· 
go back to his berth, and would not allow him 
to have any communication with Hudson. When 
!Judson was in the boat, he called again to 
Pricket, who was at the horn window, which 
lighted his cabin, .and told him that Juet would 
"overthrow" them all. "Nay," said Pricket, 
"it is that villain, Henry Greene;" and this he 
said as loud as he could. 

After Hudson was put into the boat, the cu
peoter was set at liberty, but he refused w re
main in the ship unless they fOrced him; $0 they 
told him he might go in ilie boat, and allowed 
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bim to take bis chest with him. Before be 
gOt into the boat, he We'llt down to take leave 
of Pricket, who entreated him to remain in the 
sbip; but the carpenter said he believed that 
they would soon be taken on board again, as 
there was DO one left who knew enough to bring 
the sbip bome; and that he was determined not 
to desert the master. He tbought the boat would 
be kept in tow; but, if they sbould be parted, 
be begged Pricket to leave some token for them 
if he should reach Digges's Cape first. They 
then took leave of each other witb tears in their 
eyes, and the carpenter went into the boat, taking 
a musket and some powder and shot, an iron 
pot, a small quantity of meal, and other provi
sions. Hudson's son and six of the men were 
a1so put into the boat. The sails were no"", 
hoisted, and they stood eastward with a fair 
wind, dragging tbe shallop from tbe stem; and 
in a few bours, being clear of tbe ice, they cut 
tbe rope by which tbe boat was dragged, and 
soon after lost sight of her for ever. 

The account here given of the mutiny, is 
nearly in the words of Pricket, an eyewitness 
of the event. It is difficult at first to perceive 
the wbole enormity of the crime. The more 
we reflect uP9n it, tbe blacker it appears. Scarce
ly a circumstance is wanting, that could add to 
the baseness of the villauy, 01: the horror of the 
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suffering in8icted. The principal conspirators 
were men," ·who were bound to Hudson by long 
friendship, by lasting obligations, and by common 
interests, adventures, and sufferings. Juet had 
sailed with him on "two of his former voyages, 
and had shared in the glory of his discoveries. 
Greene had been received into his house, when 
abandoned even by his own mother; had been 
kindly and hospitably entertained, encouraged to 
reform, and taken, on Hudson's private respon
sibility; into a service in which he might gain 
celebrity and wealth. Wilson had been selected 
from among the crew, by the approving eye of 
tbe commander, and appointed to a place of 
trust and honor. Yet these men conspired to 
murder their benefactor, and instigated the crew 
to join in their execrable scheme. 

Not contented with the destruction oC their 
commander, that nothing might be wanting to 
fill up the measure of their wickedness, they 
Conned the horrible plan of· destroying, at the 
same time, all of their companions, whom sick
ness and suffering had rendered a helpless and 
unresisting prey to their cruelty. The manner 
of effecting this massacre was worthy of the au
thors of such a plot. To have killed their un
happy victims outright would have been com
paratively merciful; but a long, lingering, and 
painful death was chosen for them. The imagi-
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.. «ion turos with intense and fearful interest to 
the scene. Tae tOrm of the commander is be-
be us, bound hand and foot, condescending to 
DO supplication to the mutineers, but calling in 
vain tor assistance from those, who would gladly 
have helped him, but who were overpowered 
by numbers, or disabled by sickness. The cry 
of the swrering ad dying rings in our eaa, ~ 
they are dragged from their beds, to be exposed 
&0 the inclemencies of tbe ice-covered sea in an 
open boat. Among them appears the yooog SOD 

of Hudsoo, whose tender years can wake no com
passion in the cold-blooded mW'derers. 

We refrain from following them, even in fancy, 
through their su1ferings after they are separated 
from tbe ship; their days and nights of agony, 
their cry of distress, and the frenzy of s~
tion, their hopes of relief defeated, their despair, 
and their raving as death comes 00. Over these 
awful scenes tbe hand of God has hung a veil, 
which hides them' from us for ever. Let us 
not seek to penetrate, even in imagination, the 
terrors which it conceals. 

How far Pricket's accoont, in regard to the 
'course pursued by Hudson, is worthy ofconfi
deoee, must -be left to conjecture. It should be 
remembered, however, that P.ricket was not Aree 
from the suspicion of having been in some de
gree implicated in the eonspiracy, and that his 
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narrative was designed in part as a vindication 
of himself. The indiscreet severity cbarged upon 
Hudson, and the hasty temper he is represented 
to bave shown, in embroiling bimself with bis 
men, for apparently triBing reasons, are not con
sistent with the moderation, good sense,· and 
equanimity, with which his conduct bad been 
marked in all his preceding· voyages. It is more
over bardly credible, that, knowing as be did, 
the mutinous spirit of some of the crew, he 
sh,!uld so rashly inflame this spirit, at a time 
when be was surroun(Ied by imminent dangers, 
and when his safety depended on the united sup
port of all the men under bis command. Hence, 
whatever reliimce may be placed on the veracity 
of Pricket, it is due to tbe memory of Hudson 
not to overlook tbe circumstances, by wbich bis 
pen may have been biased. 

When Hudson and the men were deposited 
in tbe boat, tbe mutineers busied themselves 
witb breaking open chests and pillaging the ship. 
They found in the cabin a considerable quan
tity of biscuit, and a butt of beer; and there 
were a few pieces of pork, some meal, and a 
balf bushel of pease in the bold. These sup
plies were enough to save them &om immediate 
starvation; and they expected to find plenty of 
game at Digges's Cape. 

Henry Greene was appointed commander, 
TOL. x. 17 
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ttiough evidendy too ignorant (or the place. 
It was a full month before they could find their 
way to the Strait, which leads out of the great 
Bay ita which they had wintered. Part of this 
time they were detained by the ice; but BeY

... -days were spent in searching for the pas
age into Davis's Strait. During this time they 
IaDded often, and sometimes succeeded in catch
ing a few fish or wild fowl; but supplied their 
wants principally by .gathering the coclde-graas, 
which was growing in abundance QIl every part 
rX the shore. They arrived within sight of 
Digges's Cape about the last o( July, and im
mediately seat the boat on shore (or proVisiODI. 
The meD who Janded fOund considerable quan
tities rX game, as it was a place where the wild 
G>wl breed. There were great numbers of say
ages about the shore, who appeared very friendly, 
and testified their joy by lively gestures. 

The next day Henry Greene went ashore, 
accompanied by Wilson, Thomas, Perse, .Mo
tar, and Pricket. The last was left in the boat, 
which was made fast to a large rock, and the 
othan went on shore in search of provisions. 
WDile some of the men were busy in gather
iog 8O.-rel &om the roeks, aad Greene was su .... 
munded by tbe natives, with whom he was 
trading, Pricket, who was lying in the stem of 
the boat, observed one o( the savages coming 
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in at the bows. Pricket made signs to him to 
keep oft'; aud while he was thus occupied, 
another savage stole round behind him. Pricket 
suddenly saw the leg aud fOot of a man by him, 
and looking up, perceived a savage with a knife 
in his hand, aiming a blow at him. He pre
vented the wound &om being fatal, by raising 
his arm aud warding oft' the blow; but was still 
severely cut. Springing up, he grappled with 
the savage, and drawing his dagger, at length 
put him to death. 

In the mean time, Greene and the others were 
assaulted by the savages on shore, and with dif
ficulty reached the boat, all of them wounded 
except Perse and. Moter. The latter saved his 
life by plunging into the water, and eatching 
hold of the stem of the boat. No sooner had 
they pushed off, than. the savages let fly a 
shower of arrows, which killed Greene outright, 
and mortally wounded some of the oChers, among 
them Perse, who had hitherto escaped. Perse 
and Moter began to row toward the ship, but 
Perse soon fainted, and Moter was left to man
age the boat alone, as he had escaped un
woonded. The body of Greene was thrown 
immediately ·into the sea. Wilson and Thomas 
died that day in -great torture, and Perse two 
days afterwards. 

The remainder of the crew were glad to de-
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part iiom the scene of this fatal combat, and 
j~edjately set sail, with the intention of reach
ing Ireland as soon as possible. While they 
were in tbe StnUt, they managed to kill a few 
wild fowl occasionally; but the supply was so 
small, tha, they were obliged to limit tbe crew 
to half a fowl a day, which they cooked with 
meal; but this soon failed, and they were forced 
to devour tbe candles. The cook fried the 
bones of the fowls in tallow, and mixed this 
mess with vinegar, which, says Pricket, was Ie a 
great daintie." 

Before they reached Ireland, they were so 
wealiened, that they were forced to sit at the 
helm to steer, as no one among them was able 
to stand. Just before they came in sight of 
land, Juet died of want, thus meeting the very 
fate, to avoid which he had murdered his com
mander and friend. The men were now in utter 
despair. Only one fowl was Jeft for their sub
sistence, and another day would be their last. 
They abandoned all care of the vessel, and 
prepared to meet their fate, when the joyful 
cry of "a sail," was heard. It proved to be 
a fishing vessel, which took them into a harbor 
in Ireland, from which they hired a pilot to 
take them to England; where tbey all arrived 
in safety, after an absence of a year and five 
months. 
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The year following, the Duco"ery, the ves
sel in which Hudson made his last voyage, and 
the Ruolution, were sent out, under the com
mand of Captain Thomas' Button, who was ac
companied by Pricket, in the hope of learning 
something of the fate of Hudson, and of reliev
ing him; and, at the same time, to -discover, if 
possible, the northwesa passage. Pricket had 
observed, in the voyage with Hudson, when the 
ship had strupk upon a rock near Digges's Island, 
that a strong tide from the westward had Boat
ed her off again. The London Company had 
hopes, from this fact, that there might be a 
passage to the western ocean at D() great dis
tance from tbis place. The expedition was un
successful in both objects. No tidings of Hud
son could ever be gained; and the discovery of 
the northwest passage is a problem, wbich, after 
the lapse of more than two centuries, bas scarcely 
yet been solved. 
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